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Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, PacificFrom:
Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific FleetTo:

Viet Cong Attack of Marble Mountain Air Facility andSubj:
Chu Lai Airfield of 28 October 1965; report of (U)

(a) CG III MAF/NCC ltr 103/DEW/am over ser 0042865Ref:
of 291Nov65

Copy of reference (a)(1)Encl:

(4)]and
1. Reference (a) has been reproduced by this headquarters and is
forwarded as enclosure (1) for information.

V.H. KRULAK

Copy to:

CMC
CG III MAF (less encl)
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III }1'arina Am:phibious Foroe and ITo-val Component Oommand 
l'dlitaxy Assistance Command. Vietnam 

C/O Fro San F.ranoisoo. 
California. 96601 ... 

hom. Oommandil1g General 
TOI: Oommandillg General, Fleet 1<Ia.rina Foroe, Pacifio 

t: • 

Subj~ Viet Cong Attack of 1!.a:rble l!huntain Air Facility and ehu La! .Airfield 
of 28 Ootober 1965, report of 

Ref: 

l
al CG III ~ 272l30Z 00t65. 
b CG III }~ 280422Z 00t65 
c CG III l1A.F 281604Z Oot65 

Enol. 11j va Attack on Z,Iarble YJOu.nta1n Air Facility 
2 VO Attack on Chu Lsi Airfield 
, I Corps G-2 eval1.lAtion of VC interrogation 

1 .. References (a), (b) and (c) prOV'ided preliminary information regarding 
the Viet Cong attacks on Marble ltbuntain Air Facility and Chu Iai Airfield 
on 28 October 1965. Subsequently, more deta.iled information was colleoted, 
and the i.ni"ormation oontained harein ;presents an a.na.4rsis and a reconstruct­
ion of the attacks and other related items. 

20 A few minutes after midnight on 28 October 1965, the Viet Cong began a 
systematic destruction of airora:f't and other equiplOOnt in two different en­
claves of the III Imine .I\mphibious Foxce. Upon receiving notice, almost 
simul ta.neously, of the attacks on Chu Lai and Marble !<buntain, III YAP 
placed all units in the Da Nang Enclave on 100% a.lert. The Da. Nang Air Base 
D9fense Ba.ttalion augmented the J;l9rimeter defense. The enola.ve of Hue :Phu 
J3ai was alerted. Enolosures (1) and (2) provide a. description of the in­
telligence leading up to the attacks, the VO attacks, the ~e, and the 
defenses a.s they onsted at the time of the attacks. 

,. A detailed analysis of other Viet Cong activities within the Da lIang 
TAOR during the night 27/28 October 1965, indioates that other va attacks 
may have been planned to ooinoide with the a.ttack on l.furble Mountain Air 
Facility. First, at 1930H 27 October, 1st :Battalion 1st 1:1'a.rines received 
a fairly reliable agent report Which indica.ted that a VO Fbrce estimated 
at battalion size was mov.i.ng out of the mountains towards their positions. 
As a result, 680 rounds of BE artillery fire were fired into the area of 
tr~ last reported location. A subsequent report from a different source 
mdicated that a VO ba.ttalion had been moving in the ~a. of impact t and 
were forced to disperse by this fire. Second, a.t 2005H 27 October a squad 
£-.com 3d l3a.ttalion, 9th Marines ambushed what is believed to have 'been the 
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From: Commanding General

Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, PacificTo:

Subjs Viet Cong Attack of Marble Mountain Air Facility and Chu Lai Airfield

of 28 October 1965, report of

(a) CG III MAF 272130Z Oct65Ref:
(b) CG III MAF 280422Z Oct65
(c) CG III MAF 2816042 Oct65

Encl: (1) VC Attack on Marble Mountain Air Facility
(2) VC Attack on Chu Lai Airfield

(3) I Corps G-2 evaluation of VC interrogation

1. References (a), (b) and (c) provided preliminary information regarding
the Viet Cong attacks on Marble Mountain Air Facility and Chu Lai Airfield

on 28 October 1965. Subsequently, more detailed information was collected,

and the information contained herein presents an analysis and a reconstruct-

ion of the attacks and other related items.

2. A few minutes after midnight on 28 October 1965, the Viet Cong began a

systematic destruction of aircraft and other equipment in two different en-

claves of the III Marine Amphibious Force. Upon receiving notice, almost

similtaneously, of the attacks on Chu Lai and Marble Mountain, III MAF

placed all units in the Da Nang Enclave on 100% alert. The Da Nang Air Base

Defense Battalion augmented the perimeter defense. The enclave of Hue Phu

Bai was alerted. Enclosures (1) and (2) provide a description of the in-

telligence leading up to the attacks, the VC attacks, the damage, and the

defenses as they existed at the time of the attacks.

3. A detailed analysis of other Viet Cong activities within the Da Nang
TAOR during the night 27/28 October 1965, indicates that other VC attacks

may have been planned to coincide with the attack on Marble Mountain Air

Facility. First, at 1930H 27 October, 1st Battalion 1st Marines received

a fairly reliable agent report which indicated that a VC Force estimated

at battalion size was moving out of the mountains towards their positions.
As a result, 680 rounds of HE artillery fire were fired into the area of

the last reported location. A subsequent report from a different source

indicated that a VC battalion had been moving in the area of impact, and

were forced to disperse by this fire. Second, at 2005H 27 October a squad

from 3d Battalion, 9th Marines ambushed what is believed to have been the
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advance party of a. va company. The time, direotion of movement and distance 
£:rom the Da. l{ang Air Base were suoh that this oompany oould have been in 
];loBi tion to attack this installation or Marble lfJOuntain Air Facility at the 
time the actual attaok toCk place (See enolosure (1), Paragraph 3). 

4. Reference (0) reported that :interrogation of four wounded 'prisoners 
revealed essentially identical stories regarding the ~~ble ~untain attaok, 
i.e., that the VO had. moved by small bOa.t £:rom the Rai Van Pass area. to the 
beach north of }!a:rble :Hountain; that a. second force was to land south of 
Harble Hountain; and that each force numbered about 200. Enolosure (;) 
contains an analysis of prisoner :interrogations made by the G-2, I Corps 
A.."R.VN. This analysis is oonsiderable more detailed, even to the details of 
va t s birthplace and of their training. However, a. report received from the 
Hoe. Vf.:IXlg Distriot Chief (Enolosure 1, para 2b) in certain respects appears 
to be more plausible. A."1. assembly area located north of MCB-9 coincides with 
the :route described in this report. The total numbers appear to be somewha.t 
high; however, there is insuffioient information available tq determine the 
number of VO that opera.ted to the south of 1."Iarble lIountain complex. None ot 
the reports can be given complete credibility in that inconsistancies apl'9a.r 
thro'U$hout. Aa an example, enclosure (;) indica.tes a boat trip of 45 Ia1 
through an area \\'611 patrolled by Vim and USN' units in three hours time, , 
while the original interrogation indicated that the trip began at 1400II. The 
retireme..'1t route of the :report provided by the Roa. Vang Distriot Chief 
corresponds lrHh a. report f:rom the Cantl"al Registry IGtaohment, uhl.c11 this 
TIQ. rated a.s F/5, that; VO wounded were located south of l;farble Mountain. 
This S3.lilO l"::port sta.ted that 20 VO were killed, 25 VO were missing and 34 VO 
''lere wounded. This number of VO reported missing ooincides quite closely to 
the UW-16 confinued oount of 17 VO killed and 4 VC oa.;ptUl"ed. Oonsidera.tion 
must be given to the faot that the prisoners reterred to in enclosure (1) 
and enclosure (,) are the so.me vee. . .. 
50 .Uthough the ti.m9 of the t\.ro attacks oou.1.d ha.ve baen a oo1..."lcidenoe, it 
ia much more likely tIDt they ,.;ere ooordina.tod. The size of the unit in­
volved at Ohu Loo. was oonsiderably smaller than the u.nit at :f.Jarblo Hotmtain, 
Thora!ore, the attack at Ohu La.i oould MV'EI 'been for diversionary purJ;loses 
rather t~~~ a ooncerted effort to destroy airoraft. This is supported, some­
wha.t, by the fact that the sle111 displayed by the sapper group at Ohu Lai 
indicated considerably less ad:t'oitness at handling explosives than the group 
at Vuu'b1e H:runtain. SaG EnclosUl'e (2). 

6. Tho VO at both 11arble l'lountain and Chu Lai wore highly skilled at ini'il­
tra·~ion. Tl'l;lY ,\-lore able to l?enet}~ato both the physical barriers and mili t!l..l.7 
de£el1zes 'U."l.a.M.ounced. .Although there axe coni'licts :in statenents and'reported 
routes of attack, ana~sis of the facts supports the thesis that the first 
indication of VO lJresonce coincided very olosely ",ith explosions around. or in 
the aircl'aft. The aib'"l1al in the }Iarble I-lOuntain attack lIla3' have been given 
by i'iriltg mortars. In 8Xi.Y case, it has been impossible to differentia.te be­
t\;'Gen the time of the mortar attack, the time the aircraft began to burn and 
the tilw of the attack on the U. S. Naval Hospital. The main :point appears 
to be that some of the sappers 'VIera in :position and reaCl3" to begin their 
systematic destruction ul?on signal or at an appointed tw (Enclosure 3 tends 
to oonfirm the fact that the destruction began on signal). 
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advance party of a VC company. The time, direction of movement and distance
from the Da Nang Air Base were such that this company could have been in

position to attack this installation or Marble Mountain Air Facility at the

time the actual attack tock place (See enclosure (1), Paragraph 3).

4. Reference (c) reported that interrogation of four wounded prisoners
revealed essentially identical stories regarding the Marble Mountain attack,
i.e., that the VC had moved by small boat from the Hai Van Pass area to the

beach north of Marble Mountain; that a second force was to land south of

Marble Mountain; and that each force numbered about 200. Enclosure (3)
contains an analysis of prisoner interrogations made by the G-2, I Corps
ARVN. This analysis is considerable more detailed, even to the details of
VC's birthplace and of their training. However, a report received from the
Hoa Vang District Chief (Enclosure 1, para 2b) in certain respects appears
to be more plausible. An assembly area located north of MCB-9 coinoides with
the route described in this report. The total numbers appear to be somewhat

high; however, there is insufficient information available to determine the

number of VC that operated to the south of Marble Mountain complex. None of

the reports can be given complete credibility in that inconsistancies appear
throughout. As an example, enclosure (3) indicates a boat trip of 45 KM

through an area well patrolled by VNN and USN units in three hours time,
while the original interrogation indicated that the trip began at 1400H. The

retirement route of the report provided by the Hoa Vang District Chief

corresponds with a report from the Central Registry Detachment, which this

IIq rated as F/5, that VC wounded were located south of Marble Mountain.

This same report stated that 20 VC were killed, 25 VC were missing and 34 VC

were wounded. This number of VO reported missing coincides quite closely to
the MAG-16 confirmed count of 17 VC killed and 4 VC captured. Consideration
must be given to the fact that the prisoners referred to in enclosure (1)

and enclosure (3) are the same VCC.

5. Although the time of the two attacks could have been a coincidence, it
is much more likely that they were coordinated. The size of the unit in-

volved at Chu Lai was considerably smaller than the unit at Marble Mountain,
Therefore, the attack at Chu Lai could have been for diversionary purposes
rather than a concerted effort to destroy aircraft. This is supported, some-

what, by the fact that the skill displayed by the sapper group at Chu Lai
indicated considerably less adroitness at handling explosives than the group
at Marble Mountain. See Enclosure (2).

6. The VC at both Marble Mountain and Chu Lai were highly skilled at infil-
tration. They were able to penetrate both the physical barriers and military
defenses unannounced. Although there are conflicts in statements and reported
routes of attack, analysis of the facts supports the thesis that the first
indication of VC presence coincided very closely with explosions around or in

the aircraft. The signal in the Marble Mountain attack may have been given
by firing mortars. In any case, it has been impossible to differentiate be-

tween the time of the mortar attack, the time the aircraft began to burn and

the time of the attack on the U. S. Naval Hospital. The main point appears
to be that some of the sappers were in position and ready to begin their

systematic destruction upon signal or at an appointed time (Enclosure 3 tends
to confirm the fact that the destruction began on signal).
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7. Conclusions. Considering all factors avcilable, in conjunotion with 
ana.lysis of occurrences, the followir..g conclusions a.ppear valid; 

a. The probable route used by VC to tlJ.o ~'!arble Hauntain Air Facility 
i'fE,S :from the southi .... est, scross the Tourane River west of the Air Facility; 
to an asse;;1bl~t area a.t (Brl: 055145)· , 

b. The route, of I...el1etration into the Chu Lai enclave ha.s not been 
detern:.ined. 

c. The quick response of the l'1aril1es on duty, both ~t Narble Hounta:in 
a.."1.d 011u Lai, prevented the VC f'rom ;l,nflicting considerably more damage. As 
eXalll'D1Cs; at I.:k1.I'ble Nou1'ltain, the northern sapper group wes stopped completely 
ru:d one o:f: the \"r0s·"el'u sal'Jper l3;roups was reduoed to two :;;;arsons \-Tho faUed "to 
roach the helicopter lJUrkinL:,' area; at Ohu Lai, the eTOUp which had proceedod 
dO'lll'). the i·rest sidG! of the r~m.way "laS ttu:'.l1ed back from the aircraft parking 
area by the actions of rrembers of the crash. crew. 

I 
d. The size of the force a.ttacking the I>!arble l<ro~~l.d.n Complex is estim­

a.ted at 60-90. 

e. ~he size of the torce attacking Chu. Lai is estimated at l5-20. 

f. There is no evidence to corrobora.te the Hoa. Vang District Chief's 
statement that the VO were £rom ~~~. To the contrary, evidence indicates 
that VO "lara from. Quang :tram and Quang Tin :Provinces. 

g. The size of the force, scherae of maneuver, completeness of plans, 
analysis of w'eapons, and examination of the va killed, indica.te that a hard 
core, main force va unit, well trained and resolute in purpose, attacked 
the l,Jarble Hountain oomplex. 

h. The size of the force, soheme of maneuver, actions of the force, 
analysis of weapons, analysis of placing weapons and examination of the VO 
killed indicate that the Chu. Lai attack &J'2'OUp was not a.s highly trained as 
the unit which attaoked ~fuxble ~buntain. 

1. Time of the attacks, in conjunotion with method of attack, substant­
iate the thesis of a. planned coordina.ted attack in two enclaves, with the 
strong possibility that a. third was planned on Da Nang airbase. 

j. The va have the capability of ini'il trating small groups :into any of 
the enclaves. 

8. Action by Co~~d 

a. The skill exhibited by the infiltrators indicated that permanent 
barriers of type utilizing double apron oyclone fences, augmented by oare­
fully placed mine fields, sensative electronio cr seismio intrusion devices, 
counter mortar radar and powerful lighting are :required around all mili tar;r 
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7. Conclusions. Considering all factors available, in conjunction with

analysis of occurrences, the following conclusions appear valid:

a. The probable route used by VC to the Marble Mountain Air Facility

WES from the southwest, across the Tourane River west of the Air Facility,

to an assembly area at (BT 055745)

b. The route of penetration into the Chu Lai enclave has not been

determined.

C. The quick response of the Marines on duty, both at Marble Mountain

and Chu Lai, prevented the VC from inflicting considerably more damage. As

examples; at Marble Mountain, the northern sapper group was stopped completely

and one of the western sapper groups was reduced to two persons who failed to

reach the helicopter parking area; at Chu Lai, the group which had proceeded

down the west side of the runway was turned back from the aircraft parking

area by the actions of members of the crash crew.

d. The size of the force attacking the Marble Mountain Complex is estim-

ated at 60-90.

e. The size of the force attacking Chu Lai is estimated at 15-20.

f. There is no evidence to corroborate the Hoa Vang District Chief's
statement that the VC were from NVN. To the contrary, evidence indicates

that VC were from Quang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces.

g. The size of the force, scheme of maneuver, completeness of plans,
analysis of weapons, and examination of the VC killed, indicate that a hard

core, main force VC unit, well trained and resolute in purpose, attacked
the Marble Mountain complex.

h. The size of the force, scheme of maneuver, actions of the force,
analysis of weapons, analysis of placing weapons and examination of the VC
killed indicate that the Chu Lai attack group was not as highly trained as
the unit which attacked Marble Mountain.

i. Time of the attacks, in conjunction with method of attack, substant-
iate the thesis of a planned coordinated attack in two enclaves, with the
strong possibility that a third was planned on Da Nang airbase.

j. The VC have the capability of infiltrating small groups into any of
the enclaves.

8. Action by Command

E. The skill exhibited by the infiltrators indicated that permanent
barriers of type utilizing double apron cyclone fences, augmented by care-
fully placed mine fields, sensative electronic or seismic intrusion devices,
counter mortar radar and powerful lighting are required around all military
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installation S where ori tioal equipment end materials are kept. V;,ateria,ls 
are em'oute for the :r.a Nang Ail' Base. Plans are bein,g' expedited for other 
areas including J:OL and amIlI1mjtion storage. 

b. PendiI\e oonstruotion of permanent barriers the following action has 
been taken: 

(1) Expeditir,.s Class rv l~terials, especially wire and ooncertina.. 

(2) Strenerthened paritleter defense of l'Js.rb1e 11oun.tain area. with 
additional infantr,y unitso 

(3) Oontinuillg the hiBh level of patrols and ambushes throughout the 
enolaves. 

4 
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installation S where critical equipment and materials are kept. Materials
are enroute for the De Nang Air Base. Plans are being expedited for other
areas including POL and ammunition storage.

b. Pending construction of permanent barriers the following action has
been taken:

(1) Expediting Class IV Materials, especially wire and concertina.

(2) Strengthened perimeter defense of Marble Mountain area with

additional infantry units.

(3) Continuing the high level of patrols and ambushes throughout the
enclaves.

L.W.WALT
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VO ATTACK ON MARNIA you TATI AIR FACILITY

1. Telor Intollirrnco Indications

a. Companying in the latter part of July, thore was a cories of xo-
ports that the Viet Cong were developing plans for operations in the Quong

Cooton. According to roports of various degreos of credibility, the
to rians Included the following:

(1) VC would. increrce cadres in Danning and other key areas for
the purpose of sabotago, inciting demonstrations and conducting note of
terrorism;

(2) Units in the coastal areas would be reinforced with troops
from Quenc Mgal and Queng Tin;

(3) Attecica in southern Quant Nam would be made to draw attention
from the Danang cirbase;

(4) Surprise attacks would be leunched against the Marines; and

(c) Suicido troops would be used to attack the Danong airbose.

b. Dioro also were soverel reports that two high ranking VC officers
more in the Quang Mom area. These were Conoral Von Tien Dange Chief,
Concret Staff, PAVN, who lod the forced which defected the French at
Dien ice Thu, and Sonior Codone1 Mayon DA PHAT, a veteran of operations

the French in Quans Item Province, former 00 of Military Region V
and 00 of a Military Region in North Vistnem.

C. Other reports Indicated that special mission units word being Or-

ponized for purcosed of sebatano, terrorism and guicido attacks azainst
the alrbaso, and chore have boon reports of the VC in iltrating domolitions
into the Donang eron and of political torms being exployed to inotte domon-
strations.

CP particular siguificused were the following reports

(1) A Combined Studies Division secret agont report of 22 September,
rated 3/3 by the Quenc Nam Consus Crievence Committeo, concerning VC actions
ageinot the Donang area, 1938 recolved by III MAF on 1 October 1965. The
report exated the VG had moved troops to form a sizable force to attack
Tanung end its arrbace during the reiny conson. Reported plans included
the encloyment of human vove tactics, and the use of 100 evicido agents
armod barba to assault the cirfield. the VC would
organize mootings to incite the people to march on Danani. The report also
plated that the VO Moro willing to lose lergo numbers of mon to create
remordisalons throughout the world. According to the reporting agent, the
VO communed bringing explocivos to Demong prior to 22 September.

(2) On 13 October, I Corps Advicery Group provided III MAF with
coptos of three ARVN I Corps messagos; the information contained in these

SECRET
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d. ;Y.ll'i!l;·; the 60 (L,:jfs priol' to ths attl1ck on He.r.'ble 1~ountdn A1.r 

:C'.~;:·.oil:.t.:;l", III :,~!J?' CO:~lt[l,ct t.\itl1 ~L.4e ve ~'ttlS lilrd .. ted to S(lt!:]"d tllld l)lrrcoon 
;::.i;;;o i.m:!.t,~J, Gxc;:;pt for r.r~ i"lne;<?c.;Cli1ont o,t" un clom::mt ot 3d U'l; 9'Gh 1,:U:d.nos, 
O:'l :3 CiO't~J~Cl"; ·uh~icl"!. p:"obably :tnvolvod at lOtlst a va cor:p,my. In recent 
't!cJob:: tho:CQ !:'ns l:yscn [w incrOV.30 in the frequoncy of va contc.ct:;, p(;)).~tic­
u.l.~:u'ly i"1 t'lO south aud sO;l't.lc~.~os-b pOl~t:ton of: tho DSl1ang TAOr~} hOi1ov'or, thoro 
~·t;:,.O 110 cCl'tfirr::tttion of larso VC un1 ts (Dn.) rioving in the vicini ty of the 
J:-.J.'l~l1.,::; ~Cil('):·~. 

a. :~::r~·:':::r:~·J·~. J~t ::qjplqo~<irf1c.tal~' e·o'}:), 28 Catabcr J .. 96,·, a VC ~~orca 
~ ~,;".' '.>'" .,. "",;; .,.'.. 0 'J" , .. ".. .. ' "O,",,,,,l h' "" 1 ~~c'L'lrH '!'1'" "0"'''· ... pr.'."I' "'onn""l +"";00"" HO·,t;'·l tr'i 0" .I.,.,~. ~ ... b 1IJJ.......w..,~"'\tv\.\ , .... v j', 1,:;_.1\1 11 "",.:.;i.~J~;;" _ ...... ., :... \.,i,.J.. ..... ~; ~J .u.l'~ 0;;.;, ... tJ' 1. .... \:' ......... ll • •• 1. .{ ¥_ - 1J .. ,J·~""'1 

12J1nch.cd ~1;, vell Dl1.:U~"l<3d "mel 1..r011 coordino.t(lU attack on the !{fU'blo !16u.ntrr.in 
ihil4 E\,~~::Jili ·t~r * 3~:'3Gd. on otller \TO D.Ot:l1i:t ti.es a.t th.is tit10' (SGG prlrt:tr:rc~ljh :3), 
this llt;t~dc <:'.p:::,o[,(roo to 00 pert of a 1&1':.:;0 BODle offGl".sivo operation 
",~ ,,,,, .... -l:.", .. , , .. , .. "·'C~ ''1 e_.t· '''''''1 I"'" ":<ly {'O"'c",,,,,~,,""'li:l''f' j,. h", ",;r t',lrd-:. r-oi!' t:l!"7 1"'J!l. 1·\~~,Ot.-... I'f"~ ... v-. ... _uu,..... ..... '<..I. .... , ............ l ... ~v ...,*->_~]U'\.A __ .,\. wihi' '-l\,.LJr..J. '';'J' b .... ;;..;J ....... L iJ" ....... ... .,. "_/if~O VC\f v.;~. *,1, ... ", 

a.t-huck on H:;;.;;'blc: >:ountl.1..ilt J;:11' fMili t1 incl't1dod: 

(1) :£11;3 il1:t:t1tI'a~~io:l by throe, pos~lbly i~O'.U', VC do:nol1.tion tsans, 
ocn;:)OSC~ of! 10 n:cn onch, in'GO 1~ho If<; .. rino Liroraft Group 16 holicoptor 
)'~~ril.Pi ~).nd the sYfr~c:m.atic dcstl'uct1on ot 1101iccpters. 

(2) 'rho firil1£} ot mortcU's, .fltl.tcc:a.tic wO.'~rOllS n.."ld sr~nll r.rm.s firo 
i:"lto t.hoal:'·oo.. oc',:m;:;i()l.1 b? :t!cobUo Oonst:::'1.wti.on Battal.'ion j'\ilno bY' C,11 cr::timllted 
10 va i'rorot tho h1.Ch ground 60,') meters to th~ north-no;rtht{~)st. 

(3) '1.'1:0 ini':i.ltl'o.t:i.on b~t one; possibly tlro, VG dCll1:o1:!..tion t$~::'s, 
com.pozcd or 10 man. e.~\ch, into tho t~re";~ w~la'r construotion as IT. S. r:t:val 
HOi3pitio.l, a.:::.d the systC{;lat:tc dootruc~;ion ai.' b:ti.ldings !'Jl.d other facilitios. 

(4.) Tho :i.'iring of C~i,.rtor:.:l.tic "HGUPOl1S t'~ Slil.;;W,l a:rms into the tll'es. 
occtt;::icd "by L~ol)ilo Col':.st!t-uction Battal~tol1. JiiCl1t. 

(5) The f:ir:L'1S or $1::<"111 el"'JllS haresc.:L'1g 1"i1"o ir ... to positions oCC"J.pied 
by 1st .J'[;'ii,t~U.lOl1~ 9th }l~~inea. 

{I, \ f'!~i"" "".~ ,,{ ~Vf 
\V I .~.1_ .. ~-1..-... u 

V!~O~l 11'Cr)c)l~t:~ ~"'acoittcd, 
i-iithin ~:.:lnutes oi' e',oh 

lfM:"'16 aroa. 
occul"ed 

b. 2£.1:Di5<ljrctt\tio'f~,. In:itial il1.terroz;t.l"tiol'l reports :tndicut~od tllS.t 
th.0 V'G ,fOlarCQS t-ad c::'~b,::l"lccd n~~')oc;..rd UJ1 Gz-bir:ct:;tted 50 b·7...)ats ij£ '{o.:.:ioua a1~~e 
f""".,l".' (v.' t'1;'<, ...... ,.·.Tii~"".{~.;l ·t"--·:·Ii'\f'" +J~o ,1,'!"'l~~;:' AJ ":,!. ·tho \t~o"<n~·b~.r of' 'tfliT ,r!ltr ~'A8:'~; AT ("'j~/l' ~.t , _ '" _._.~.~.,J .. ~. y ..... __ oM- >,.,.1'__ v..... .......,., v .... " .. ->-'-' ~ ...... ~ ... ..- 11ft. ...." '" .... ~ ............. .... ~ :.'" I"..l., ,,; 
-t.,'.J.,(' ..... ;;,w..,,~ A'-iHY,.."n ... -t~1'·1 ",I.. l'J\'J J;l·~!o'A,·,(.l, ,.,11 'PO'~"" ViO· J, f!i"'l1N C""' ..... Ve.<' ·t""""'·"l ,J.,.J I ... ~ .... V L ..... V~.:.: .......... , ~.~ ............... -I .. ~~ ~:..u f.~V·. ,i-..... u ....... \J"' ... ~J;..i..~,""" ,",-_ Y_ .. u- ,-. .,,1-1. ~J '("''''2'~ l.J.t.. 'V ~ .,;j~;i:EVi#"" 

c8,tod tLat tho;;r l(\llded at a l)oint O~'l ·th.o 1)oach ar;ic,ro):i.:lf.l.tGly Olle 'k:t:tcr.:btti.r 
no::..'th. oJ: 'the i·:"AG-16t.U'oa .at 2,3QO, :1:1; is doubt.ful- blat such a fa' co could 
h::;,70 :tl:.voC: e. Ciistc.."lcG of 45 kilo:;:ctOl'S in this Ur::a vi-hhoul; ooirlft detoct-
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messages was generally consistant with that reported above.

d. During the 60 days prior to the attack on Marble Mountain Mr
Facility, III MAR contact with the VC was limited to squad and platoon
size units, except for an engagement of an clement of 3d Bn, 9th Marines,
on 3 October, which probably involved at loast a VG company. In recent

wooks there has been an increase in the frequency of VC contacts, partic-
ularly in the south and southwost portion of the Danang TAOR; however, there

was no confirmation of large VC units (In) moving in the vicinity of the

Danang CAOC.

2. VC ATTACK AT MARBLE YOU TAIN AIR FACILITY

Canaral. At approximately 0009, 28 October 1965, a VC Forcea.
estimated at 90, and possibly including some personnel from North Vietnam,
launched a well planned and well coordinated attack on the Marble Mountain

Air Facility, Based on other VC activities at this time (see paragraph 3),

this attack appoared to be part of a large sosle offensivo operation
directed against friendly forces during the night of 27/28 October. The

attack on Marble Mountain Air facility included:

(1) The infiltration by three, possibly four, VC demolition teams,
composed of 10 men each, into the Marine Aircraft Group 16 helicoptor

ramp, and the systomatic destruction of helicopters.

(2) The firing of mortars, automatic waspons and small arms fire

into the area occuried by Mobile Construction Battalion Nino by an estimated
10 VC from the high ground 600 meters to the north-northrest.

(3) The infiltration by one, possibly two, VC domolition teams,

composed of 10 mon each, into the area under construction as U. S. Naval

Hospital, and the systematic destruction of buildings and other facilities.

(4) The firing of automatic weapons and small arms into the area

occupied by Mobile Construction Battalion Eight.

(5) The firing of small arms harassing fire into positions occupied

by 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.

(6) The mining of the MSR just north and south of the MAG-16 area.
From reports received, it appears that all of these instances occured

within minutes of each other. For area locations 860 TAB A.

b. VC Infiltration. Initial interrogation reports indicated that

the TO forcos had embarked aboard an estimated 50 boats of various size

and departed from the area in the vicinity of HAI VAN PASS, AT 9691, at

intervals commencing at 1400. Although all four Viet Cong captives indi-

ceted that thoy landed at a point on the beach approximately one kilombter

north of the KAG-16 area at 2300, it is doubtful that such a force could

have moved of distance of 45 kilometers in this time without being detect-
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od; the; lr~l.vd AdViSOl'Y Group rc!)ol.'i;(;d riO suspioious &otivit;r in this 
ar':"rt durin,;::, this YQriod. ./.J,. mo:ce Jll.'obable Illothod of in!il tration, and Or'£I 

'uhich mOl',1 realistically SUlj1l0rta too '10 att;;:.ok, is con·t~t.inGd in a repcn:t 
~"0ccivGd b:J" the lIoa V(3.11.[; Dir.lt:doi; Ohio£ from an agent ho rates TI/2. This 
l'C])i.Xct indicates '~rut at 0030 21 Gato"bor, a;:-;pro::dli'lr,tely 300 Il¥ln, plus 
200 :plJrters, llOJ.'Ir:l oi(;hted comir",?: 1'l.'OLl tho ail'ootion ot Thnnh quit, h'T 05:;6'5, 
mDvin~~ tCl\'h:l'US Khu.0 .Dor~;, If.i! 05670,. ..'i.t Khuo .Dong they aplit into t~!O 
6""COUi:'~. Til;) tirst ~;rou.p embarked in 8E11i1yJt:t.l1S and "font up tho rival' to liiy Trrl, 
:;;;: G54.743~ just nor'th:l<l'>ost of :,(;.8-90 :ttho SCQond. ercull crossod the bridge 
juzi, sClu'bhitcs"l;; of Nu~bl(: l:otmtain., TIT 072702, and woro €Jtluillped with OnG 

.iwi tf..::O);d.lli.':i Gun, \>111ioh fil'ed at the £It'U'a ship. (::::190 PJI.ll, n) 

c • .Q.:2;;~'i:Q...9~lt:19}l. (Sea TAll A). Based on. re:po:r:ta 
l"oceivod. C:J.u on .. the-apot i:;.vcntigntioT'..s, the follm>lin£;' if> C01'l.sJdOl'aU Oil. 

l.'GFdJOllc:ci.lly vE.1ide l'Gcmmtruction ot the general conduct of VO oporations. 
i..£tcl.' ~1..t'l·ival ed; 1:.y 2hi, a. va £:oroe of a:pproxirae.tcly 90 $.Sf.!(".ubled on the 
e,:u,r!;a:l~n 1310:00 ot tho hi[th ground 60,) 1l1<ltors to triO north"northlidst of 
l,O,D ... 9o ", .. t this puint the force split into the units which were tasked 
wi'cll .I~h:e iollol..;ing 1;ri.nf~iom.H'!i" 

(1) UnH n1Jjllbel~ 1, ostir.u:l.'bcd ~t e.:pproxim~,~t\)ly 10 men, rel:L~ined 
in .l:osition \Iith th.e mission of takilj8 I11B-9 under IDO'l'te:r and ctrtom."diio 
ti£)ti,;OM i'i;;',~. ~hie tlllit vaG ra'moQ. \11th at lOMt t,tlO 60mm mortmrs and 
sovol:al C;U.tOfil.!L'I;io W08.pons. Fel' d~taillt1 see pl'll'agra.:ph. 2 • .t~. 

(2) ti'nit nurn1:J.el' 2, esnmatHd i.ff; four lO-tlt . .tn tow,s. f.K1'WJCl 1200 
~10-t0:""S ;:HJ~lth. in dofibdo behind i~nd to the ettat of tt>e 14)]3-9 flI't'lD.lI to 
a "h"()(l lin.'.) which 1~i.l..'1.J:; l{est to eaf;,\; to tho tGU. .A:t't,,;)J,' mo,.,il'lf," to tho 
KJa, tho unit took e.dv~U'~tn.go of: the oov~)r afforded by the; OI"Ost or the 
2'0,",';;. -;;0 'W.ovo "'';0 a j!ooiti.on just opposite th~ 2t;1.(l.-16 helico!Jtcr rilt;ij? 

1J11d shey fil'O::'h Tr~ 't.l.ni"i; then Sfllit 11'1.1;0 tour {jI'O'.:I.PSf ~md tlu'oe o:f those 
€;;XOU.'flC fd;tc.cL::c~d. ~,"he Hfi.Q.-16 aJ;.'ca. Hean"dhilc. another lO-mi"n team £r(jj"Zl this unit 
mov,~d oust from the assembly alvda, orossed tho 1-1811. p..1ld a:;,n::xoach0d j,1iG-16 
i.'rom. tb~ north; thiB 't0a.i'll probahly minco' the l.·ot:~d north of l'rt~G-16e '/}~~r 
c1;Jt~~ils of this attttck see :pa.r(;lf;l'?~tI}h 2.e. 

(,) Unit l'J.1.ttib"il" 3, Ct:>timt'l.t,)d at H..F1!r'oxilIlt'l.toly ouO' or trro lO-rJLUl. 
tE;C;I;l:;, Ci.:;y",d ,dth unit Jw.;u;;'bor :2 to the H.iH. At 'bhe l}ointt this unit 
noved it1tO the 'U. :3. ,Naval Uospit-'ll a1'Oe.. :md, with c:ovorin.:'! f:.H:u:lll arms 
fire, gystetl.atic~,lly {h~frt:;r'oyo(i 1n.tildi::1C;:I CJl.d 1'Boili tios j.n tho- nOl-th:lrn 
t::,orM,oiJ. of tr.p .l;lC;Vl,>.l Eoopitf11, •• :rtd. ttft,;l' 'blo\'ling n hole in dafonsiw 
~1i:;:-;:~ to th~ HOISt, \-!ithdrc'Vl in th:!1t di:rectitiil. It is felr'~ thlt tMiiI unit 
'iJJ.;'J.'j' alBa htlV'G oin"d the r,m? south. of tho H,AG-16 a.l"'~il. l?ol" dotails of 

• this id;'cc.ck see p.aru.D;r'aph 2.18·. 

(4) Unit nur:ibeJ? 4, cstiIl1sted at 10 mOTi, faoved into positions to 
the ncr'tIl and nOl"thnast of' IlDB .. S 31ld oO!l'll';1;::no~d to doliver a heavy 
voll1.siiO of: fil"e into that iU'oa at 0010. This :fire continued interwittently 
until abo ... ,"\; 0300. ]'01' details soc pa.rt1g'l"UDh 2.h. 
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ed; the Neval Advisory Group reported no suspicious activity in this
area during this period. A more probable method of infiltration, and one
which more realistically supports the VC attack, is contained in a report
received by the Hoa Vang District Chief from an agent he rates B/2. This
report indicates that at 0830 27 October, approximately 300 men, plus
200 porters, were sighted coming from the direction of Thank Quit, BT 053635,
moving towards Khue Dons, BT 056705. At Khue Dong they split into two
groups. The first group embarked in sampans and went up the river to My Thi,
BE 054743. just northwest of NOB-9. The second group crossed the bridge
just southwest of Marble Mountain, BT 072702, and were equipped with one
in machine gun, which fired at the flare ship. (See TAB. B)

General Conduct of VC Operation. (See TAB A). Based on reportsC.
received and on-the-spot investigations, the following is considered a
reasonably velide reconstruction of the general conduct of VC operations.
After arrival at My Thi, a VO force of approximately 90 assambled on the
eastern slope of the high ground 600 moters to the north-northwest of
10B-9. At this point the force split into the units which were tasked
with the following missions:

(1) Unit number 1, estimated at approximately 10 men, remained
in position with the mission of taking MCB-9 under mortar and automatic

weapons fire. This unit was armed with at least two 60mm mortars and
several automatic weapons. For details see paragraph 2.f.

(2) Unit number 2, estimated at four 10-man teams, moved 1200
motors south in defilada behind and to the east of the MCB-9 area, to
a tree line which runs west to east to the MSR. After moving to the
MDR, the unit took advantage of the cover afforded by the crest of the
road to move to a position just opposite the MAG-16 helicopter Tamp
and shop area. The unit then split into four groups, and three of these

groups attacked the MAG-16 area. Meanwhile another 10-man team from this unit
moved cust from the assembly area, crossed the MSR and approached MAG-16
from the north; this team probably mined the road north of MAG-16. For
details of this attack see paragraph 2.

(3) Unit number 3, estimated at approximately one or two 10-man
teams, moved with unit number 2 to the MSR. At the point, this unit
moved into the U. S. Naval Hospital area and, with covering small arms
fire, systematically destroyed buildings and facilities in the northern

portion of the Noval Hospital, and, after blowing a hole in defonsive
wiro to the west, withdrew in that direction. It is felt that this unit

may also have mined the NSR south of the MAG-16 area. For details of

this attack see paragraph 2.g.

(4) Unit number 4, estimated at 10 men, moved into positions to
the north and northeast of M0B-8 and commenced to deliver & heavy
volume of fire into that area at 0010. This fire continued intermittently
until about 0300. For details see paragraph 2.h.
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(5) lfu.H rlw;ibo!' 5, etl'tir;mtc'd tot 10 man E}oVf~d into positions to 
the, .nori;h t:nd flOSt oi' 1st Ba'tt,n.liont 9th hiarinos, and. OOlllfilGflCad to doliver 
8[,1:;,11 .rm:L~ hc;r'l,;:;ei:n~-; fi:t'o .s.t 0005. This :firo o(mtinW'Jd intermitt~ntly 
aCi?.;.inst diff~r~nt llO::litlons 'Wttil 0045. :tlor dcttuls soo pax:"lCl'<:tph 2.:1. 

do VG l!:ttl:c1rnp plo B:c:scd on rt,ports recoh"ed iH1d on-tho-spot invcsti .. 
• e:\ticnf;\S'i~fh£'t tho V0 \dthdrcw rd'tar the attack through the 
vi11.f'.:;,:C's "bo the ,',est of HJB-9 t',!'oa e.11d the U. S. lIaV".u.l Hospital a1"01l. 
TJi.is lJuppoci "bion is j;,acod upon tho diCOOV,;!X'Y of 0. oonoidol'a'blt') ].ltU'fiiier o:t 
:L;i:::t;'int~ 1:."1 the £lund ''laian led fl~O.lll. tha tllortt'U' lIosi tions 'to tho villa.ge 
to 'the \{Gs'Go 1:hcoc imprints aIJp:'Ja,r to l;,a;VCl been mado 11Y Ul.'a[;ging bodif:S 
of I·'!.;~ or VIA., '1'hic route of withCl.X'at·J·",l is oo:t'roooratcd w.r the scr.:ta 
!'Cl)Ol't cive.i.'l by- the rIoa ViillfJ District Ohief ooncerning infiltration. 
In tl:j_~ rr~port is was f'tlxth{)l' indic:;;;.ted tI4\t. ai'tor th.e attack, tho va 
"tHh6.l.(':i<l to tho vioinity of Khue lxmg at 0230, \>lith 90 ICIJ/ltfIA. llhen 
thc;y \<10r0 ronBsCllibled there, they Cftlr.e under al-tillory fire whioh r,~sulted 
in [in ",ddii,ioll:::l1 50 ~,L1/irl.1.. ['he ~'Or.¢l,;,t i'urtlwr stated th.cl.t the VC 
oonti.n.ued to W'ithdl'c,w to Ilt:aJ. Q.uon, :B2 035688, 8,);ld !J:han Thuy. 

(1) At aPllroxinu:it!31y 0:))9 28 October, the lvI!UJ\ ... 16 area i;"8J3 e.ttackod 
by an (;~jt:L:ii':t::ld i'our va domolition tea.'rls, oach \>lith 10 non. Coordinated 
ori.(~rr;y cnD.ll al'iTji"j fU'1d tmto:::J,c;;!;io weapons fire vltJ.S rocaivod from tHO a1'oo,z; 
s.I'Droxir:~c:t[!ly '"('30 Y""rds IT.N'J, DT 053'747, t.n.d 750 Jrards l'i\f. L~ 055743, :from 
tho iF,' cer.ner of' the l'iJ~G-16 rf~.rJ.l). Tl'l.rJut~h tho filOHi ty did not come under 
t"n :1o'GUJ~l mortnr attaok. throe 6Cmm l'ounQS i."npM'tcd behind. th.e tent line t 
f.'J:'ld 01'.<:1 loll on tho W0St Po!'t:Lon of th0 pioI"O'CKl steol plank:in,~ ll~t. 
':0hose [,;.!'.;:) ,YV"!ll(J:ri:od as overshotz frOnl LCn-9 atts.ok. 1'110 concurrent actions 
of tho four t£lnms for the duration Qf the attack ca." b:~st 00 d0soribod by­
·cZ'o;:d;ir~ e1:.oh. sopr;.,I'a"(;ely, noinS l.%I'bi·t;rca"'j' l'lumoi"loe~ -iLeoif;'X'''':l:toZ'So For 
t'ra111lio d01~iotion sao '1:AB c. 

(2) ~he J'm).chine gun bU."llC0l' g'Lll?l'din[~ tha med.n access road 'ViElS put 
out oX t,ction by th!) cranarles of 'Tca..":li:J 1 [1210. 2, who were then Flnetr3:ting 
",rJ.l3 lt~~O-16 IJerimoter. 

(a) ~0e,1ll 1 r!!'ocecdcd north cml "rent J\Ji~a'{:nlDh. tho \Tl':O-2 tCXl'lt 
S],~C(}S thl~o,;dnG ~~'l'cn",dcs. One VO '\'1;;;,3 killod by lO\tu::"d!'on :p<:i:rsonnol in this 
::;":l.';)~3.. tih::; t" t'tc.ol~ OOi"l'iiinuad :i:lOl'th to t:bEED;rS-16 tJur::,;;ly and rl",in'!;onanco 
"l'l""·r·' . (r""';':l c"" r,,,~ 1,"1~ "'."" \ ~,t}l""~"""" t:h(., \"0 COt"'~''''''''c0d a '" v,''' ,i .. ,." T,.;,A- -lin "'();d~'Y''''cti "'" ""', .. _""'t.4 •. ,.v .... ~ ... _.J. !IJJ'lJl"oM ....... ...I.o.A..j~L]IMI' "'~A'V .. .., w~J,~ ,_._4. ...~~/iYJ\·_~-.~·N-v...., \.4 _ ... -_~ "" "' .... 

of theUl:-iL,; holicoptol."'S on tlw adj:~,cent Xit!.d by :p1acir'!{J 01' tlt:-~o"Wing 

~ el";:;1l,,(;d0"'l!~~cl~:.go g,xtchcl ChDXUi;S in or U1l('lol' the nixcraft. A Ch1.0l' 
he.spital CorrSLUln st!:'Jid:i.n;:; his ll'lcd-oY!).C vrc,tch in thJ) l'€l<:!t.ly holicopter 
"laD killed. ~'i'ol'kinG their ',lay ca,st t.OJ.'O~lS the l!al'ldl:~g ramp -'ljh(,t YO weI'\';} 
o;,},osoa by 11f..!mber3 of the cl'<:'.:3h Cl"(~".f. One crash ore,,' membor \'il3,S killed in 
~lihis Lotion. Scntirea .::lfcl a OO'Vi);r.':tng tU:.ohino {;."ll."l. took the va under fire 
in J",his area.. One VO ran tl1ro1.lgh ~~ Cl'ssh. ero'!;; tent ripping out cOlTill1.uni. 
oations Wil"C and then went ooc1{ onto tho ramp. After moving tilroueh the 
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(5) Unit number 5, estimated at 10 mon moved into positions to
the north and west of 1st Battalion, 9th Marines, and commenced to deliver
small arna harassing fire at 0005. This fire continued intermittently
against different positions until 0045. For details see paragraph 2.i.

Co VC Withdrawal. Based on reports received and on-the-spot investi-
gations, it appears that the VC withdrew after the attack through the
villages to the west of MCB-9 area and the U. S. Naval Hospital area.
This supposition is baced upon the discovery of a considerable number of
imprints in the sand which lod from the morter positions to the village
to the west. Those imprints appear to have been made by dragging bodies
of KIA or VIA. This route of withdrawal is corroborated by the same

report given by the Ilos Vang District Chief concerning infiltration.
In this report is was further indicated that, after the attack, the VC

withdrew to the vioinity of Khue Dong at 0230, with 90 KIA/WIA. When

they were reassembled there, they came under artillery fire which resulted
in an additional 50 KIA/WIA. The report further stated that the VC
continued to withdraw to Man Quon, BT 035688, and Than Thuy.

ING-16. (See TABS A and c)

(1) At approximately 0009 28 October, the MAG-16 area was attacked

by an estimated four VC domolition teams, each with 10 non. Coordinated

enemy small arms and automatic weapons fire was received from two areas;
approximately 730 yards NNV, BT 058747, and 750 yards NV, DT 055743, from
the NTW corner of the MAG-16 ramp. Though the facility did not come under
an actual mortar attack, three 60mm rounds impacted behind the tent line,
and one fell on the west portion of the pieroed stool planking mat.
Those are evaluated as overshots from MCB-9 attack. The concurrent actions
of the four teams for the duration of the attack can best be described by
treating each separately, using erbitrary numerical designators. For

graphic deriction see TAB C.

(2) The machine gun bunicer guarding the main access road was put
out of notion by the grenades of Teams 1 and 2, who were then penetrating
the HMG-16 perimeter.

(a) Team 1 proceeded north and went through the VMO-2 tent

spaces throwing grenados. One VO was killed by equadron personnel in this
area. The attack continued north to the H&MS-16 Supply and Maintenance
area. (Butler Buildings), where the VC commenced a systematic destruction
of the UHL helicopters on the adjacent pad by placing or throwing

grenado-pack.gov satchel charges in or undor the aircraft. A Chief

hospital Corpson standing his med-evac watch in the ready helicopter
was killed. Working their way east across the parking ramp the VC were

opposed by members of the crash crew. One crash crew member was killed in
this action. Sentires and a covering machine gun took the VC under fire
in this area. One VO ran through a crash crow tent ripping out communi-

cations wire and then went back onto the ramp. After moving through the
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t'lI-E~ t S on the liJ'iG;' the to;'U1l ot=.1:i:~ ZUlU 'fkmt nou'th t:r.rou~-:;h tho rows of' 
J;azkcd V~',-34 i ~3 of IE li-253 ./:<nd 11;11 .. :;61, :f'hl.cin~~g:re.m"dsB ~~nd cllarcoo as 
thay '..:c.trb.. On the southC:l.':tl end 01' ·tho ra.mp, thair attem;;-b to (:"ot to 
hclicq/wZ'n {:3'.:de.nd on the ru.(MI\7 Has foiled by dci'er:.rlers bet:·lOcn '1;he 
rtJ~-tj; ~"lC~ :r)<ar .. \·rcitY. iJ.::ho i.:,ro n,tc (d,/ dcctr'tLotion \"nG i!l tilO 1rl1"Gial a.(}tion 
sc~irl::)'t -~11C' ',fJO.2 Uli-lli holioor3;;orlJt intonsity fJ1d dt::.m.(i,(SG dimin.1shod. 
un tho t0c:!L1 Horked so uth i;l:u'ouZh the tnr .. 34 f o. 

(b) ri:o~d:il 2 ~~;rl"ba:pcd tllrou{~~'h '~lle lELl::-263 8110. Ilt~:·~-.361 l~aintt9nf.~nOC 
n:refliiJ. ~el>r:l0l1.nol from thr)so sQuadrono HIlo '\1'01'0 st;;mdill(f \!D:tol!. took the 
te.::n lm.doI' 8i;,.,,11 i;ll'LCl i'iI'1;), Idlling 6 and W{)1.l..':1,ding 2. J\ tow va brol:\) 
C(L_~I>.:::·t D,.nC( :!Iovod cithol' couth} or on throlLfJi::!. to 'tho 1:'1.'<1:1:0 to <l1J{,1l!cnt th.e 
first 'lith their deu:olitions, beforo eveniJually \'11. thdl'm1ing to tho 
i8·':"Ut;i:~,()J'ti Gor:ne:.. ... of -tho lie:.;} flx.'ca. Lator il1s:peotion -or tho llithd:ravral 
l.~outf;) ttJ -bl:4'o sOtt"hh rovoulcd blood stains tw."ld t:t'at;.k:n of drt';'C'i;·i:n.e~ £oet, 
inl1icnti118 <.1n unk:notm. J!'l.llmfJOJ:' OJ. osoaping VO Hounded. 

(0) Si~'.ult~1ll8(;u.s17 \'lith the above tvo s,ttr,tck nlcnefd~f;, a 
third te;Ji:1. of: npp:co7.imc,tol:r 11 VG f;tt,,}z:lDted -1:0 I"O!lt"ltl'ato th(.} 1~.E.;K;; .. 16 
l~L":;~i!ltfCl1r~.noc· [u"ca i~rOl~t tl10 11.ortll. 'J!hlr!, r:·-ez!.otl'lll'tiort 'f~~g cor~}Jilctcly si;op:peu 
l)y' ~v~t,:; cc~'u~dron A.viO!Lios :EW:1.d r,htil1tCn.E~r.lOt; seotion IH)rt:~v.n.ncl ,~;ll.O$a in,t·t:'-noo 
.:fil"J l~oc;ultiJt1 in 7 "I/O ldllca. ena 4i:ound~d.. IJ!lIO of tho ~':IA. IntoI' di~d •. 

(a) A i'oUl'·th va unit, ysrr.HIUfil<'tbly ~notl1el' tenm, 'fBS ob3ervad. 
I::.lld kkQa W:cl.cl' i'il'c ulanD U s~:.nd dune,; to tho 130uth of' tho he1icoJ:ltm~ 1)8.<1. 
1\. fevt Oi::SLlE~L tieo <foro obnol:vsd ill this group, but "mro l',;,';.tlQvea by the va 
Ctur:ttL:=;: \~i~hd:ctn·:al. 

\!;;;)\ T·,.".;",,,,,·; .,,,"",,,', 'f "ol' ov'; ""., "'i1"- (,,,,.1 .• : ,"" •. ~ •• "'." "0 "" ''''',., .... ", t.l..", ... 1.- .; "'O"(~",,,,,,·-'I v' -~~''''~ ... ~ .... \ ...... lrrIJ~..t...~ ..... """ ~·:..w ... -::.~~1 v .... U ...... \,".t ..... ; .. ~.tvu\-r. It". ., .. M .... \ ..... \.t~ iA u"' .... u,~"'" ..k.A", oN ~,,:)Vii.O<.;,\a. 

PCl:·i,;;;i(,ybol' ooi'el'100 ~u'l.d 0.",:;1::",:0 carr/j·;·ol (lotion \~C!;::'O il1Hi~\tod. H'ol100:ptjOl'S 
"\;!Ci'e thc~t lU'lJ.'n.ched on ;:"t~diocl CVttc·~t8;~;ion Lissio!ls., !..V'ltc:t'lYli ttent SY:!all 
<:ll:'aH i'il:1':l cont:i.nIH3:'i. ,(bout the facility for ilr]!l'oxirl:dely onn mol':) hour. 
A fLre t1s.l1C arri vod on I!d.3;tion Zlt 0125. 

(4) A I"".(; ... 16 l:iCl';:by Hi·tt; (r422) tl,ncl n ?~i"50 W8:t;{l'1' tl'ucl:: (rtruck 
l:lincto or;;. ~bb~o ~;Ji:~ C'~)Ii;to~'ijr1lr:,'!:<lly 825 yarl'fdo ~to the rj,(,)l .. ~th. of tllO nr~in entrlfmco 
road o·1}'c'.r;:;,cl'l C20;)aXl(t 02~O.. Ot"-sualtiGs in these incidt::inh tOtl.~l(3d ana 
tf. iJ. killed $XLG. 5 inju'rod. 

(tl'; ~h:;.·o~ bloody tl'ails 0):' iL1.Fressioha 0+' bocH'('21 ooin.e d.t'il.c.s;ad 
tJ~l'", feu.net l':l~/UnL south i'ron the cir £[loility .. 

(b) ~;:cG.ckG he.ad1.11e: into tho .rflcilit;-;r lj:r'o'bably J;,ade by the YO 
'ljC,~,t·:.s ',:CY'>!l d.co fCU"l!1. Tf .. &l'e \-Jerc tlu'0c or !.'O"J:.l! in, I'llll",;::or; ,rl.th 0:,:,oh 
·tr;;-;cl: tL01'G ".ras en imlividunl trael>: ftado 1371 cl"or.>e $301e Sf:00S" 
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UI-1E's on the line, the team split and went south through the rows of
parked UR-34's of HMM-263 and HMM-361, placing grenades and charges as
they wont. On the southern end of the ramp, their attempt to get to
helicoptors parked on the runway was foiled by defenders between the
ramp and runway. The grostest dostruction was in the initial action
against the VA-0-2 UL-18 helicopters; intensity and damage diminished
as the tenn worked south through the UH-34*s.

(b) Toam 2 entered through the HMM-263 and IMM-361 maintenance
areas. Personnel from these squadrons who were standing watch took the
team under small arms fire, killing 6 and wounding 2. A few VC broke
contact and moved either south, or on through to the ramp to augment the
first team with their demolitions, before eventually withdrawing to the
southwest corner of the pad area. Later inspection of the withdrawal
route to the south revealed blood stains and bracks of dragging feet,
indicating an unknown number of escaping VO wounded.

(o) Simultaneously with the above two attack elements, a
third team of approximately 11 VC attempted to penetrate the HAMS-16
mointenance area from the north. This penetration was completely stopped
by the squadron Avionics and Maintenance section personnel whoso intense
fire resulted in 7 VC killed and 4 wounded. Two of the WIA later died.

(d) A fourth VC unit, presumably another team, was observed
and taken under fire along a sund &uno to the south of the helicopter pad.
A few casualties were observed in this group, but were removed by the VC
during withdrayal.

(3) Immediately following the estimated 20 minute attack, increased
perimoter defense and damage control action were initiated. Holicopters
were then launched on medical evacuation missions. Intermittent small
ares fire continued about the facility for approximately one more hour.
A flare plane arrived on station at 0125.

(4) A M30-16 Mighty Mite (1422) and a M-50 water truck struck
mines on the MSR approximately 825 yards to the north of the main entrance
road between 0200 and 0230. Casualties in these incidents totaled one
U. S. killed and 5 injured.

(a) Three bloody trails or ingressions 01 bodies being dragged
were found loading south from the air facility.

(b) Tracks heading into the facility probably made by the VC
teams wore also found. There were three or four in mister; with esch
track there was an individual track made by crape sole shoes.
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:e" 
(0) Ono of "'iiho \4a'i;OlH.H:l (Ir)[:!.de in nSG,a) l·GCOVf,)l."~<1 fl'om th& 

bcdJf c,l' Q deLld VC t1&9 oxnct;ly one l'.lOUl' bt'>hind. 100al time at the tiJ{.e or 
cni.'tu...r(). 

(d) }"t let:,nt OXi.C va in 0110 of the tec.r.t.IJ t:tpokol1 }~n[;lish. \·!hen 
1 in.::iGd do'.;:! by i'ricl'lCUy fire ho 1ms hen.t'd to se:; l1<1on r t ohoot, do 11. 't 
~~l«:'lt ~ \:c ;;:1l~C fl:~iQ~d!~. u 

, 
(e) 'l'he :O,~i u'J Hoa (C3.Irl: Hoa) lHstrict Chief, UI"Orl eXflninaUon 

o:i: t~10 vo a.coj !>n.d ~"b;d.X' oq1.:Lipr.ur.t en th~ noX'nins of.' 2G .ooto1;o:l;', t:;tldl'!l 

'1:;1,0 i'ollmflnc: CO;:;;lil;mtse (.c::vaJ.u.atio;i1,: 11 .. 3) 

1. va 'h~d all '(-mI'l'l y&ll(]~~ f:lhcl{"m E:lt Ot'le tim or t,he o'1;i"l,Gr, 
'::lcOLU::') (;Ii' yello'", t1t~,',inD on ·lihai].' .:f.:eet. The;; had r.ot ifOl'lt tho l'ub:,'ar 

s:;',ncir.,l:J oj.' 10c;:,1 1'o:;;'oos ia tho l"Ci,;,ioll; bec(t'UGo thore ,«as 110 ovidonct' of 
£ltrt).ys J:1:?,I'ks on th0il' foet. His concluGioI1 t thert:ri'oI'o, ~;!a!1 ~"hu.t they 
v:(n~e 1.1' 0:'" i;Vll r£}~;ul~,-r troops, ar.d lIl'oY;,lbly trout tl';;o Slllll$ tuti t. 

g. JIolld hrdr 0:1.' the YO ,,,all all abou.t tliA'3 £lI.'lIOO otuc;e of 
c:r'O\rf~tl ~d cat in th,Q sr:Jt~c tJenrj,cr; fJlotl1.CI· :tni3.1cat1orJl. tllt:at tlH~Y \:Jere 
r,:·oGsi1J1J! fro III tll~ gr.u:~o Ul"1it. 

2. Gold-i'illfid {("!)n;tur~;:: 01.' VG indice;i;;e1 t::at den-!::rll ,,;,or;: 
WfJiJ"" nc~\~c b,:~erl dOllfl in liori:.h Yietrl8..;.1. 

(1) i\.t 2055 27 O'ctot'cr, .'i.CD-9 B:t;cu..."t~it;t :posts rcr;ort(1d s:~:orBdt10 
t1.~:~:.11 !:,1"':~',S .:Cil'C to tho 'Vlest, iia tl:o rico IJ~ddios l1C~--o:sg tjl{~ !t'\:rux£LflO lrivar. 
C'L,") f·il~ '!X.:iS .Ticd; cott8i(le.rod Sii~l'lificz;:,Jlt as it is £~ u3~1.,1 occurl.~onclt:: in 
thin (;~j;~~~~. 

i '. \ ',' I'" "'~ ')/", ," 4' "',' """1 ~, i"" , 
¥ ... t'...J ,01:(; \...0u, i.:.f.':~ t}c ~;(H)t11~. J>.;0.L: .... 5j r.:l;3'·CtLt' ;,;;/ r:;;os'C.s Xf(~p'jl'o't:ed SL"1lt._l Hl."tr:.~S 

~fi:l;'\.? <0. :~1i:,1~(,:<:J"tc2~ :~rt; t:ho !·:"Jt~;'·-16 ;:~:C{J~~4 l\..l;iL:':(ft sir.:-ntl t8r~{;oucl:.t, I£iJ3-9 
l'c'J,.)i ~"i.~ .-:~. !)0:~'u,\ ··lL:b~·'tD~l:; .1"Fi:rt·c l~ ;~'cOt:1 ·LrtJ.'~.:·;t:t'~~:Z'~~·~iil't\;:;d lCCi;· .. t:tC:~l. J~ J .. :.~:~·~~~\r C!'I3.it::l" 

,1.,~. /·~:i,C~:l..lc~~d t}~:.,G.t ttl() .L~rin.0i::~u:f~1 tfl!'[,:'crb '(tt±,.~~ ox.-,:Ci(Hz+r's OGUtItr~:r. 1111~ 

l .. i th.nt 
1l\.,'lJ-.) ~,~r(:'21 c~.~r::c, t1l1d-G!~ j_:rlt.G£1~~('1 G.,:,:'tOl{1::;t.tici \~r::~fi·>\:~n.:G fi~f:\3 f:t'o-~~l i;:':,~ 

Oi; [:.t.. t~C1Li .. ;j fiJ.:0 ])!\iVcntci::: p.:Jl\:3Cl11l01 fl}O~:i·t 1:··.O"'ili.n.tt l.":~pid~V· to 
t'~ ci~~ ror~i·LJi,(jl1~, bu~t nll l~Ot;rt~ ,,~70:t~'·C; l~i£i'J."YJ\ii~il:Ly lH·5t:rU1.0d ff~t- O~·40. 
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(o) One of the watches (made in USSR) recovered from the
body of S dond VC was exactly one hour behind local time at the time of

capture.

(a) At least one TO in one of the teams spoke English. When
pinned down by friendly fire he was heard to say "don't shoot, don't
shoot, we are friends."

(o) The Dai by Hoa (Capt Hoa) District Chief, upon examination
of the VO dond and their equipment on the morning of 28 October, made
the following comments: (Evaluation B-3)

1. VO had all worn yellow shoes at one time or the other,
bookuso of yellow stains on their feet. They had not worn the rubber
sendels of local forces in the region, because there was no evidence of

straps marks on their feet. His conclusion, therefore, was that they
were 12 or NVII regular troops, and probably from the same unit.

2. Head hair of the VC was all about the same stage of
growth and cut in the same Menner; another indication that they were

possibly from the sane unit.

3. Callouses on hands associated with canual labor were

abount; therefore, improbable they were guerrillas or local force.

4. They appeared well-fed.

5. Gold-filled dentures of VC indicated that dental work
may have been done in North Vietnan.

6. Weapons carried by the VO are common to MF elemente.

1. Capt Hoa stated he believed corpses were North Viet-
ramone.

f. Mobile Construction Battalion Nine (See TAB A).

(1) At 2055 27 October, 103-9 security posts reported sporadtic
small CARS fire to the west, in the rice paddies across the Tourane River.
The firing was not considered significant as it is a usual occurrence in
this area.

(2) At 0005 28 October, MCB-9 security posts reported small ares
fire bein directed at the MAG-16 area. Almost simultaneously, HDB-9
received 60th mortar fire from undertommined location. A later orater
analysis Indicated that the principal target was officer's country. The

MONTHS Mining ceased at 0015, after 45 rounds were received. At that
tile two nol-9 area came under intense automatic weasons fire from the
north and east. This fire provented personnel from moving rapidly to
their positions, but all posts were partially manned at 0040.

(1)
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U) "'.t~t(aDf' tic \P:;Hl")i;;n 0 fir,,; HilS thmt roce:1 v(',(1 fl.'om i"(n.u' k;oci ti on!~ 
III ·t.;l:.l,,~ 'villt~\~>$ :to "tIle l}rj~~t. In c.l1 ill.ctal~ctj-s "VO tu·t()!:;~:ttio \'iCtlJ)o:ns fl:t"D 
C(JC~::::O;~. \tll:·.;;;·l"~ il~~~V::l v'l"olutk~s ot !{-60 IT} :firo \,:01'0 l.'ctli.:t",ned. Dx,:,·,.td .. n .. aliion of 
'to tt~.rto~::.~~~tic \·;(.~L~.'(·ons i~irir~j £osiJGi';:ns t.he i"ollcrwir~g' dfty indio.~_.ted th.lf:tt 
five va L;~\y t,,<:WG i:,C)on hit by H.:;:n"'9 i'ix(-'t .. 

(5) iL".; 0150 LiJB-8 rcr:cl'tcd of 
l:Ci·~::'Fi't~~.l ./3i to. IrldicntiollH 1?el~O tltilt t}'~e VO '4"Ol~C l'1a~{il~I{; tJ":~Oll~ 1:lith­

vi:.tla{;·e direotly \';{HJt or rr;CH .. 9 £tud t.ho vi:th1C:O ,,1i::r.o·ctly 

(6) .i .. t 0240 t1':0 of tJiZ'C!J v.ohiclcs movin~;: north 011 th'<) r;flin ;!'o::~d 
Ccrton::r\:.,J;1 1;;,;0 IiliJ:1.'~s ,just south of :!)vIl-9. Cne vehicle "trag dC::j"~I.'O;Jod alta. 

tllG Oti103} .... :al:LCtZ'c\l. 

0) l:.t 02:.)1 tJ3 £ir~lt; hclico:ptt)I'S .:'l~;,:'·iv0d at FOB-:; for hloJice.1 
ov,;:;c\.i..;::r~ion.. 11. tot(~l 0.-: 39 :P01'CO!l0 t-la2';:: lift~d by ;} helico.?·l:;C:l?s. 

(L:) .. i.t 0314, a joel) movi;l£;; lJo:xth en th,:: It.d:n road c.eto,rta.ted a. 
ri.""cl.uG at a foint f:."bout 500 GlCte:!":'s nOl-rth of: 1:CJ3-9. 

(9) At 0611 a patl'ol va::> disl.ltll;oh,t'd ,to tJ0<1X'ch th~ area fC'l~ va .. 
5:hJ 1i,dil'ol loctr!;od 'b1~':; !:lortel' 8l"l.d s;u;tOr.llltio woaro;ns :t'iri!lg' r061 tion.s to 
tr~1 north.-l"10:ctll\l~3~lt.'. 

g. 

(1) itt a,r:JJl"ozl::lntcl:r 0010 28 (>ctOt~e!·, a f.,~rQuJi estil"1~~t0d, \~t.t 20' ,rc 
(1nO~(.}i"Jct ~'~:h~t c(J,tdJt;:ct~,cticl1 sito s.:·'Ol" t1::o :ne~'7 U. d. l'rt~'v'el Jrosrp:Li;t:~l.! .li:f; thHt 

t ir";(~ 1'; Lo ,:e \,; .;;:1;'(': s.i;;': i:l0 ;nl;Cl'~~ 0 i' ::G n-9 .."., ...... ~.J.., ~.;:!lo:~.~,:'Jj,~.,::,.t !f!'lJ~;:-.. t.: o~,., l.~ ... :~.$ ;"ffj~L/.:.i .. , .. ;" .. ~:~ ... , ~ ... i ~1 ~ hiS 
no~·'tth~ltn hcl.1 of · ... ~!lC l:osJ!itt~,l si'bG~ v' _ __'< U v1. _ .. ~,"-4 ~~ _~1JL':...L co~r'~;:1an 

itl bil1c,:t~ to tilCr CO:lt':'l. U\:':Hl o\:sor~\rirtL: t}).{j j~X)vc!~·.:nt ~~.:;~d l::cav;i f~~ril1[~~ 
l.'l"..)i;.l triC ~ilO ~ '~~tlL·',:j )Z~'Q .. tl~cll ::~c;~,b~;~PD '~l;i tlutrc~l; t() the flO().~~}l to ,jOl!l !~o~~'·cco \,;:t tho 
the ~!00~tOJ..'" ~.l~u:'l C,jJ?I~r:~inC.11.c S!1:.C' 1lC lTL'tl:'nv.{~d ~;b,e {rI·l:;';:~.P £fnfJ. k,f=!Jjt !"ill p8rf.-%c:rL:~~'\.'_~1 

t!~~~~~'i~~;~;,~jl o:t~!~ t~c h~~~e~~;~~~:l~; ~~:~i!o:~~1~h~:~e:U~~'4~~i~i~~~1)~:~~1~;:~~; 
and C\1t:(.i;{:ti~01'l'ti • .' 1~ l~~.tol' e~,;:~~:in~tior~ of iXldlcui:eJ, t,ll~-~;:t'j tl.h~ va . 
rt£}1J::~~e~'ltl~/' nEd "1010t11euL:o 01" tlle a.ll~t~, and b.,ail ext'~l'lsi 1r-e G.kill' in the us~ 
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(3) Automatic weapons fire was then received from four positions
in the village to the west. In all instances VC automatic weapons fire

ocasou when heavy volumes of M-60 132 fire were returned. Examination of
VO automatic wea ons firing positions the following day indicated that

five VO may have been hit by NCB-9 fire.

(4) At 0135 MAC-16 fixed heavy volumes of automatic weapons fire

over the NUB-9 area into the village directly to the west.

(5) st 0150 103-8 reported movement in the village to the west of

the hospital site. Indications were that the VC were making their with-

drewal through the village directly west of MCB-9 and the village directly
west of the hospital.

(6) At 0240 two of three vehicles moving north on the main road

detonated two mines just south of MCD-9. One vehicle was destroyed and

the other damaged.

(7) At 0241 the first helicopters arrived at MCB-9 for medical

evacuation. A total of 39 persons were lifted by 9 helicopters.

(c) At 0314, a joop moving south on the main road detonated a

mine at a point about 500 meters north of NCB-9.

(9) At 0617 a patrol was dispatched to search the axea for VO.

The patrol located the mortar and automatic weapons firing positions to

the north-northwest.

E. U. S. Naval Hospital. (See TABS A, D and s)

(1) At approximately 0010 28 October, a group estimated st 20 VC

entored the construction site for the new U. S. Revel Hospital. At that

time there were six members of NCB-9 conducting a roving patrol in the

northern half of the hospital site, and one doctor and 23 navel corpsman
in billots to the south. Upon observing the movement and beavy firing

from the VO, the patrol members withdrew to the south to join forces with

the doctor and corpomen. The VC pursued the group and kept all personnel

pinned down with a hoavy volune of snall arms and automatic woapons fire.

l'aunwhile, other VC systematically emplaced char es in critical buildings
and equipment. A later examination of damage indicated that the VC

apportently had knowledge of the area, and had extensive okill in the use

of denolitions.

h. Mobile Construction Battalion Eight. (See TAB 1)

(1) At about 0010 28 October, 1CB-8 observed what appeared to be

mortar explocions in the MCB-9 and MAG-16 areas. At the same time a
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... ~~h;-,G i\~,~J,~~ ;~~ i'rol'~ tho llc~r·th~ [,~tfl nv;t"tih.cu~:~t. 

u"fl'til 03u'u, 

(2) :\t 0015 Ol~ ()c2() (ohhj;.~('~~, '1'0 ·t:l~:~;~e seen ~l..l1111.in.[~ .. SY)llth frcr:!, th,~ lr1A(} 
~i.J,~C·~i. :~,.n. tJzt r:\:r(:;:~};, nhottt 15 .ClE;t~~<L~S $,.::'(Ll·O~~!;j tlte j.:O~:;{.~~ i·:'l-{).tJt l~{;ri-.o. CtL~~ tltU\ 

(~>i;"':;i':l"\~id ,Jeer be; t~it :1:l:'OY:l DQhin~i tald i"H~ll. It "tGS: ltttel~ l\)I:Ol~·t()d ·tL.t;.t fill 
ttl,~":-:;{~ $\t\(i 'ht1t1n, ,hit., 1)11t ,no 1)0 d.i~s tiG:L"O fC'Lirid ill t~he 1~·~~;rl1ir'1('~. 

(;}) /'~t 03(){) ,h 1N~;:t· \t~:1';;':~ ObfJ,f.":j.~rtJ~! dl~li"'tir~E.:.' tC'{'~~ftrx1 iD:.e i?:f.'t.st(:rn 1$;10rGt 

01;' t'h.;:~ \f:t~n.h ])i~'J.'::.1 {~i·vle.Y..~, but ~tli~S ~fi!lf~t l,!):),t ;.fcrot~ aii~~·h·t. 

(ti.) :Fo znorttU:- ~~'(:;lltU:1;;1 H(~l~e 1~COt1iv~d l.i''L tl~c l--~',,;:r~ t:.re~!, it,tnu ti~(:) VC 
aJ.C~ .c~,i·h trttcly~pt .. to b::'c(:~C~/l t!"\·!! dl)!).~~.:f'i.oi:'f·~ :p-·~':'ri.L~·::~·tt:.?l~. ~J:hf~:l:~e \·I::~re 110 oc;::sav~,l ... 
"ei~)~, ix~ .~<...;r-3, ~.i1d it i~ bi)liov'\·~)lL 'tltl:~~t no 1{C Cf.lf:Ufllti~!:l \~'·~)·:'·o 1::fl:tcted. 

~J~jnt 011.1;; a· ;;hl1:tr~.d si~~(;D~ l a·t1~ol tu ~Lrlvi~:JsLi/y~t(-t 
{'t:~;i\c<rLnj~~le Jya~L~it~{";to~ £01' rniru:)s. 140 I~itli:;'S \!t~lie 

f()~).::.d. ;i,\vb th,3 ;~"Crt~ .. t:J:~i:~1:·~t ca:rl::CI~ of ·{;h.~~ 1·1;.h.1f:,i ~trl.l .;it-cree , J'10~:'6Vt;!,IJ, 1~'ia}"~1~ bf.!:~~o-

ivo'!J t~\:4cltfi L'~~lcO ;i'{/i;ti·~zi, i~t ti,.;; . .J?~,)t:Lrcd i;,hut, one or JtlOl"f~ I)cr.r:;ons 11l"!il 
Ol~r:,:~,/lcd Ur~~{~l~ ,.tc~~~~ j),,'!tr:.c~ ~rt~ t"h'(4t ~~.5oir!.t. 

(l) J\t 0(;0:) 2Zi Ce~~obcx', E·~·\'-Lt·~U'+jr U, 2d E~!v.tt~·:~J..ic~n., 12tl'.t "f;;a:~~iir.l3r1, 
lcoc .. '~dl~ (It 1'.~! O(;,)6uo, .r.~c~c0ivc~t 12 l~vi.,.~;ri-\'l.B o,f ;:iCiZ;.,i ... .tr\.~,-~{)J7,·~l~tic l~ifl~ ti:cG 
i;l~G!~~ t1rl;;l'to'xL~~fr(~·el;1 £0'1:.:"1"' \tt;. '1:111~~ fi.1n:'t \;.rL10 £:~"'o.r;~ ~1·! c~oti.f.t~r:_.tad d.i~ttt\ti,Of} of~ 
2:;'J ~'~'~:·:)l~rf; f'r'<)11 th·\) tH')u't1"1 t·rJ.~l ei'!),~=Ji;. ]/'irt1 \>1ri.';) rnttt'Crleu, Hila tIle 110 'brol{a 
cor~:tr~c°{; ~rt CO,2~). 

(2) .At eGl, ~\ ~rrou·~ ~O/~DtJ!\V' '{}, loo~rt;,~d. f~·.t an" old l~'f.r,tH'l~llt. 
lnrn.k:::l:' :".t 2/2 01.3l6:rf; :t:'O(lC,tV{';':'i 10 l'()Untl;f! frO{il Or'ii:i C{,i.I'tin,Ji'j £H'lC!. Cl10 tllti;o­
r.::2·:t~.O ~~ref'~.r/j.tt :t"'l"lC;':';l i.':i!·~ ·t::~rcir~·~:(i.t~\4;l (ti£yt.c~y."lC~ of 75 ~;~\";:rtGX~s to tt~Ct $(H,ltr~~·;-eat. 
~~i;t~~ \~\:~.;~~ z,.~~·ttll'n:j~:l fl~1~:i tL.c~ "V'J bl"~")k;~ COt~t,.:~.:~ct ~!.t CO>5. 

t}) Id; 0\;3:0 COrj:f<:~;;'W" A. ldout{:1Q. at ,ii,' 09f-!6G8, r·,';JJ,;:;ive:d lO nl.tI"lds 
oi: )~[J;·1;ill0 ~'·ix·c ;i.'lx(~~a OlZi"'¥G:l,v~~.l dix\.qotioilt;1 i~r!;j~~l i\.)1X~ ~VC.. E~,l~"in~'''_; ~:n.ded, ~t 

C{;145. 

(4; t~1,; OUS tho 3d H;diOOnt ,5, l;l'ccotylc(i. to "1'1: CBC:696 to 
cfztUtjliG\'t 2.c~t u::,thttt~;l1 "t:.c ~b,lo,ck tI"z'¢21 "VO "t<fit:~:di:,t\tiul. /~t O;i5() ·thtr }jl.~l't()On 

't;(} C:34 r{o 3 ,f).lid four "T:}3. th;~'rk ~·~·rc.-cr~\~fd,c,1 to 
'C.'94!~~e/( Aj tL~:n BO;;.rtll to It; 09T6(~O, vl1·Hl:il'YS th0~1' ~f1,1~':Jd QXl tr{1%e9 

(5) J\.t C/~i~"5 tlle ,d l:ldt,oo!'~'1f t::OL:r}t.~,]"ld* }~) :t'~:)VG"~ 06';0 tJOlJ1 w r;(~~GJ;~ol ~lt 
It: C97::6l, ~·:tld l·ot::·:~,. t:~o\rt:(l.. ~t~,c< OCO~·Z.lT:r bl{Jcl-':iI~.·::·:.' ~FO~~it>ioll$ :.;~t !i1~ {2~~46·H5. 
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heavy volumo of autoratic weapons and small arms fire was received in the
Ale-S axaa from the north and northeast. This fire continued intermittently
until 0300.

(2) At 0015 or 0020 these VO were seen running south from the MAG
16 area in an area about 15 meters across the road from KOB-8. One kinn

appared to be lit from behind and fall. It was later reported that all
three had been hit, but no bodies were found in the morning.

(3) At 0300 a bost WAS observed drifting toward the enstern shore
of the Vinh Dien River, but was finally lost from sight.

(4) No mortar rounds were received in the 103-8 area, and the VC
did not attempt to breach the defensive primoter. There were no casual-
tios in MSB-3, and it is believed that no VC canualties were inflicted.

(5) At 0700 10B-0 sent out a squad sized ratrol to investigate
the area just outside the defonsive perimeter for mines. No mines were
found. At the southeast corner of the hospital fence, however, many bere-
foot tracks were found, and it appeared that one or more persons had
ovauled under the force at that point.

i. 1st Buttalion, 9th Marines

(1) At 0005 28 October, Battery D, 2d Battelion, 12th Marines,
located at BY 063600, received 12 rounds of semi-automatic rifle fire
from approxiantely four vo. The fire was from an estimated distance of

250 meters from the south and east. Firs was returned, and the VO broke
contact at 0020.

(2) At 0015 a syund from Company 0, located at an old French
bunkor at 192 081697, received 10 rounds from one carbine and one auto-
metic weapon from an estimated distance of 75 moters to the southwest.
Fire was returned and the VO broke contact at 0035.

(3) At 0030 Company A, located at UT 092668, received 10 rounds
of carbino fire from several directions from four VC. Firing ended at
0045.

(4) At 0115 the 3d Matoon, Company 3, proceeded to UT 088696 to
establish an ambush to block the TO withdrawal. At 0350 the platoon
patrolled to B2 084703 and apprehended four Yes. They then proceeded to
Tan An, BT c94687, then south to BE 097660, where they fired on three
boats, sinking one.

(5) At 0445 the 3d Matoon, Company A, moved to join a patrol at
B2 097361, and both moved to occupy blocking positions at BY 094685.
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(6) .i.t 0030 tbJ> 81):;jj~t }!·ortar .lla:coa1'l. iX"i.tera,lif:'I..;')d no:.:r:w.l II and I 
t:.rL:l illili:lln~lticl'l fi:t.'Gn in :U."OU:8 of i.n:U2II;Dcted VO ftct:1:vit;tr. 

~. _ f2i1~~ ~r:~~:~_~~~'k?B~Y~1l:i9!£1= D:U:~in{-;~ the 
vO ... .' C(J,:UUi.Hit:u' m:ili'::l' .1.00[.1.1. f.c·tl.vi tl.GS "'!Hich 
o~pc:,:,,';~·;·C iC~·i.i~~: ~':~ ::t1in.ct 1;t1 l.ft;.ne ot'" di Vf~l-\siol~lal'\'y. 
of tl:.~2~:;3 scti\~iti;;::~s~ 

ni£;'ht 27/28 Catoh,):::" 'ih0 Viet 
;Ja~/ h&.\~J"vCt b-~t':!n JJ£~l.~t of th.o 
~11~ iollo~dn{;, is 11 SUtiJIlaZ'j!" 

1930 27 CctO;}l~l't i:\ i';,\il'ly X'sliable j;'8j;Ol't reo,Give;} l"rom 
1;,:/' 1st Br:.:"~tr.:~~i~)rl, lot l·:a.;:Yi:E~.s, i't~dica"b(~d t;lt£ft 0, va bt~t·talion 

lt~~,:? t':cvit!::~,1 ou.t Oif tl:e J:2.(jlU1tain.s tJl'~: \1,~1::~ lCCt~tdd ill (i':cid O<l.t't;:U"(::fj i}/i! e4~68 
C",~lc:~ L:46'"1. i~s a r .,;Q.ul1~, H· ·bot~.:l Ci~ 630 l\ou.rf.ds o£ r.t! UeI'e i~ilil'ed into 
& 2(.1f)O r~,st '~'~:l"" 1.lnpox,,::!lnt'ed i;1.r;'.l;'tJ~. ;.;\ f.:l.tDSC:rQ.Utl!n-t rcf)c.rt 1~1"'o.m iH~tot:-l::Jr (;~{;ent; 

ti{1C~i~t{1d 2.:;~ h.c;"(.trs' lfr~tlfr, J:~i.fvfJ~led ~t;1:.&t ·tt11:t.s b.Gct'v;{ ,,~i:,l~)r~~/' i"'il"e~~ Of::~u;;;vad 

':!.3}J~ 'V'(J lirLtt[tlioi"'\ t·o bl'~::r~l~ in to ::1~~1:~,11 {:]:'CH;~l::fJ t1ild DOs~'ttor ·~o v:J .. J..ln{;eo ZlGur­
t~t. ..1.1~l :L'1.dictitio~·.is j:crc tI'iat this b8.tt;;,tlicn vJ'E~;l IJ£'~t o.f ttn OVdl·G~ll 

O['f'SL1[Jive Ollcrf~tio]]. twa "'las movillg tu\~~"~1s Im·:tL.~ 1:0s,i-tiOl1.S 1;:rithiu, tl"lS 

'b. l~t 2(),05 ~~r{ 00 t(;:J~~.r~ f et I£q~t~~d i"J.~O'i;l 3d Jj:~~;t~~rJ.ion., 9·txt }~1.~L'1.0::J ~ .Plrl-

is rHJlitrvo(l to h.n'vti! boel+'.i. th~~ (i,d.v.n.11.ce Ji·,fi.r.1;;y ai' a VO co:;·<pt3.uy 
rn0v""ir, '~·i(}~rt to (;.:)zt ut 33'2 G30u48. .tw?tel~ tl1.e in.itic..l ITarif10 £iref .n.. s.)al'"Cll 

\.:~"..c~~ cor.:.(~ctej, DJJ.d Ej~~;D .. r\ott. tf!;;tj..rn.~.3: :r'it~C{)iV8d ~~e~:.i-a:l1.tonlt.;.5jic ril\~ £:rorrl ¢.~n e~)ti­
L~~~tj~d ti}J \tC ~~;;.,l~ It: ()~fIC'/~). ~1:1i~' ~1,!.'lbU3}::, 1.'eturzled fi~t~,c i),11d tl1.0n \-.Ji t"!'H:1reyl 
.&'u7i.\.i'~':::-~ ()DV0'Ol"'iy,,"4;.~ .:CiJi~ i'l,'On1 ~;·1D11 !~or·tnl"'~"3 t:rid f~rtillcl.opJ'. ::L'l"le 'to a~:~ffe~·~'i·f~d 15 
~1:~~, :}i.l~.:) llisci-c;l:irle (if th~~ "',f;:; 1i~~-G, exc~~~ ll(;;rrt:, ~ri,& t}';~1·.-t did l10·t run wb.en 
'th"~1'- Et;::·~i:JE:,"Ji:~. 1!f(1,·B ~r):i:'l.:ttl{~. .At Ocl~5 Cor;lp~:Ln.f ! ('oM) r,,9tul."~ned·" to the) ambush site 
to (;C,r~Q1Lc'b a t1.~orOUl.~~l ;;1f!nrcll. '4.'ilCJ" !OLU'l(t t\10 bcdie;;,s dl:\~HjD::;-d in. 1)lacl':, 
;·~'~Lt:~ (,;t.~::~ c\,:;.~~;lJl.X;J1 .::.:.:~._~~z:Lne r~i!I? ... 1"10y, ~~t 0306.£!~2. t,,;t,r2e (~UUCq;U.ltH of Ol:::t"l·1.BBe 
lJ:,,~c:,!l~;j '7.'·.;{;l"1C fOl:;21d in .J0i::,·:; f,\I'6n. ~£11'::; CO.i·~~r··rDir(;r also fOtll'l.d a Victalnl.fi·~Gg ohild 
;~·~::~o li~r~~ in tb.e [tr:·:~t;:t,. ta:U.ti 1·t:::O }-tz:~j. tl:'l. injl:tl'V;t bflndc;~"3-d ill (\ lxr(j.f~[1c1onal 
El,s'il..rl .. 01'. It r~{1,~y ·b~., th::1j; it· \:o.s th:a~ie l).Jr tL~~ va.' l\t 0 '700 t~lO 110;; '~Jel~ 
(,~, ... \.,.~. (;,6. inrt :aT 0}064(2 ~n:"t.d t~r;{c,:.i, to 3,1 3:2-::'. It is b'.)J~ieva{l t'rllS 
"\tc cO~'~1i~,:Jl,21J'" 'kl~lS X}t;.l"'t oi"t C;a c(Voj"~\~~inat~d f:rbtG.c1-::: on l); .. ~ rT~.",~n~'<~f Rnd t1'u; fI~lccess£u.l 
LtD~::'~A.r~1:. ~';U:~i11CS C(rLtf):.:~d, i"~ to \.riJ'cl'~t.(~:rt't\,; l")ri()J~+ ~t:o ~Cen{;llir,[~ i·~s ol~jcotive. 
~l'~i;:o 'bol:tel: ~oilZ SUj/ro:c-t'9d 1:W' ~~l:.~ f!1.ct th.at tll0 COE<;~tl!1Y \<"8,9 !l!ovi~'l~'~ j21 the 
dii~G'Jti;;)n, oi;t Jc:~ .Du I~'ftn{J~ a:Lrljz~~fJ:~~, CJi,i tii'::io ~PJ"li c1i~.t~a:Lce ~bt..~in[~ oonsidcl~ed, 
tL.o tiz~~{J of th.:<~ a~bt~Lol:: on. :tiht~~bltl t;;ju. .. :t;;:i.i:rl l1.il' 1f'o.aili t~r. 

c. l~t O~~30 :20 ()c"tol){}Y·, 
tvt·'b;'lc~ .. ~'\::d al'l ~'~·:.rvr~::; Otrtl~:osiJ ,~·t 

'.~!tlu (; Z t~l::.{~ "h~·:~:i.ioGO 
.i~i.l,is ~Uas in. 

a ~v""!,J :f ()".J~~C ~\ 
.i.tT: .::qs5?'6, 
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(6) At 0030 the 81mm Mortar Flatoon intensified normal H and I

and illumination fires in areas of suspected VC activity.

3. Other Viet Conc Activities. During the night 27/28 October, the Viet

dong conducted other local activities which may have been part of the

operations against Da Nang OI diversionary, The following is a summary
of these activities:

At 1930 27 Optober, a fairly reliable report received fromS.
an agent w 1st Buttelion, lst Marines, indicated that a VO battalion

was moving out of the mountains and was located in grid squares AT 8468

and 8467. As a result, at total of 680 rounds of H. were fired into

a 2000 nater unpopulated area. A subsequent report from another agent,

received 24 hours later, revealed that this heavy artillery fire caused

the VO battalion to break into small groupe and coatter to villages near-

by. All indications are that this battalion was part of an overall

offensive operation and was moving towards Harine positions within the

Da Nang YAUR.

b. it 2005 27 October, a squad from 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, on-

buched what is believed to have been the advance party of a VC company

movin vest to cost at BY 030648. After the initial Marine fire, a acarch

was conducted, and search teams received cemi-automatic fire from an esti-

rated 40 VC at BY 027643. The ambush returned fire and thon withdrew

under covering fire from 81pm Mortars and artillery. The VC suffered 15

KYA. Zire discipline of the VO was excellent, and they did not run when

the anbush was spruna. At 0645 Company I (-) returned to the ambush site

to conduct a thorough search. They found two bodies dressed in black,

with ono carbine nagazine nearly, at DI 030642. large amounts of Chinese

bcress word found in the area. The company also found a Viotnamese child

Who lives in the area, and who had an injury bandaged in a professional

manner. It may be that it was done by the VO. At 0700 two VOS were

superhended at 30 030642 and taken to 3d INT. It is believed this

VO company was part of a ocordinated attack on Da Nang, and the successful

ambush by Barines caused it to withdraw prior to reaching its objective.
Ship belief as supported by the fact that the company was moving in the

direction of the Do Nang airbase, and time and distance being considered,
the time of the attack on Marble Mountain Air Facility.

At 0230 28 October, a VO force estimated at three companiesC.
attacked an ARVE outpost at AT 878576, 14 miles southwest of Da Nang.

Two of the three AWN platoon positions were overrun. It is believed

that this was in all probability a diversionary action.

4. Subsequent Intolligence. The following information was received by
III after 28 October 1965:
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0·", 4,,~ ". t" t' -'''r ,.,. .'" b ," tl.· .',. . ~ .1,. u. .. .. )~,) VC ,JO~)t~l." .. ne .t,~,O£~ ,ant~ ;:ru .. -jeC ·"J..on ~:wV:Lf:·Ol~ r't~('H~J .. V'eu l~ r(:;I;Ol* ~ 
_'?:~',':;".:; ('1,'1 .• " ..... ·d·,,/) ·p/A: .. ,~" oI."''''J ,1:'; ,,,'h"'l "i' 7'·"",i>l1<H"!-'"'''·''' J..\,.'·",HCc .... --t", . .,..·1-"'''.t· _" ";":'. ,.LaV'.iJ.".",t Jj ../ Nf!! \>,.,,~ f.iJ"",',JU"''''VV .. __ 'v ............ '.: ..... "-.~ .... '..ov'''-''"IJ j:" .• " .... t..~·v .... · ... J' V" ... "-""~; 

0".". (::'\~.'v'·',.il''l-_'', J.~ l>i_';:i' -'ID 'i~";""lt:1<:<""f, (":,'Jtti)" (:·;rlwp~.i~ tt\ r:'",<, •.. ,v, f" ..... ·'.,·rl',;· i'''' -<:-h"" jJ·,·· .. l""n ..... _" _ ""'~t';) ... k~·~ .. kv ......... ~... , ...... "" '1!k;;._ .. ,.. _",i.~ ... ,L.~.~£, ....,.J,.U,,\,,) ... '(;;" !..J" V~"'''J' ..1..v 

J.)i~t:{~ict. ~t~l'lfj l't0s"itlerLt bnd $~ui"i\~red ;:n~ln~~/' c.n~~n;uj,J.tios. 1:hcl.:t· If.,i~J:3ion 
tG ~lttEcl~ '~l>~C: lic<~·l.. Vn.1~C· l)i8~ti~t~i6t, t~OCt CC)!:. Tr~.~ . .it·iinC'· Cer .. -t~~o·:\c· t~:~¥td Dn. £Xa .. n.1:~ 

• :;:~t';,·~ :2~l;,c.~.ir~.:]nt l~:iC~~"ed up 5C 1~011}(:.~rs itl the vill(LQ,e of Tl"Htnh. 
~-l,ll"l·;.\~'~~·L:. Ii~.1 \,:,::~,s I'~~i;Ol'\tcd. thn.t ~}tU~·t (jf t:lia lmit; had ~i)~·ttuck~~d :·':;~:r.:·bl.~~ 

i"0U.t~t.1:tr: Jd.'.' 1:1{i"ci1ity on 28 ()OiJClH~:i:', <?Jld suf'.f()red 10 KIA tmd 11; \,;r.A. 
llnit l>io:~(:a tt;? 5Q coffi:t'iC i:n T:l~~tl1 'l:ly uong. 

C.G 30 ('0 tc·~t.ier th(~ lo"b i .. .r~d:II\;:~C 
t,,) h~ t ~"o va lr..O:tttll~ t)c)si tiOl.'l.I) l.ti; l}T D39729. 

au.a-

n.'1:1~O:{i~~:'~:i:LD1~r fOUl" f~;::e't :l%~ dit~l,.l,.:it~'~t', 11.s.d t:iv (H.i..n}:i:;1't h[Jl~ i\01" tt. r~oJ:~t~:tr ttlba 
L.1':v:j tj·\;~"j J(j;:.~:t~:~l':~··~'t:l~.r (~ia1':~"1')C~I:l irlf'l~ir.t.to orL th}j sU.l\f:\ct£1« Cn~; di{'t-,,':·:;:;r~.;::·l I)ointed 
di.::'(;ct;J./' ·t(;{n.~,l'dc I<i;~.:c·bl(:J l;:OLlfitaitl .l~i~ l"(l:.cilit~~r. f.rhf~t:f:)· .ro:n1.ti' .. ··!'!H 'tte:re 
ar::l:<i'~'0:':iij~:>::t,~1~'/ 2600 !"if}tel')S fr(J;J~ tl1~ air i'ncili t~r, :1'1~io11 is· '~}~"t.h.in DJ1::u:n. 
L:!orL(:'f.l--- l,\:~r:(;0. 

o. ..:~:b 1000 ~~n 0¢tu~je~"S, C()l\I;<1,~ n·, 1st ;;D/[;1;nl:t{J.n" 9t~1. r-~tlrinw"s COtl-
ChiC·t (;{t c:t D~>tCil:I) of l';~t fl\;:~i Yill:]~\2.:.('" 13lT 056736 t triot\i~;h.t to t·~,~ t~"e iTii~iltrn.tior~ 
i:;j::'~ uit~'~<i!:"t:,~[nl l)oi:n.t foz~ i'Ol'Cf)S irlvolv~d ;trt tJ!8 U ·tt.r~olc Ofi r~1rl)1.e !<·:')UfrGr:.J.rl 
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SUBRED

On 30 October the Hoa Vang Sub-Section Advisor received at reporta.
from an agent, rated B/3 by the District Headquarters, indicatino that
on 29 October 1 MP VO regiment (PAVN), moved to Thank Truong in the Dien
Bien District. The regiment had suffered many casualties. Their mission
W&O to atteck the Hon Vang District, Moa Cam Training Center and Da Nang
Airbane. the rogiment sicked up 50 workers in the village of Thanh

Preoso. It was reported that part of this unit had attacked Marble
Fountain Air Facility on 28 October, and suffered 70 KIA and 113 WIA.
the unit picked up 50 coffing in Thank Truong.

b. On 30 Cobober the 1st Astrac Battalion discovered what was sus-

pooted to be two VO mortar positions at BT 039729. Positions were

approxicately four feet in dismeter, had a sunken hole for a mortor tube
and two triencular diagram imprints on the surface. One diarran pointed
directly towards Farble Mountain Air Facility. Those positions were

approximately 2600 meters from the air facility, which is within 81mm
mortar range.

At 1000 28 October, Company B, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines con-C.
dueted a sweep of Ny Thi Village, BI 056736, thought to be the infiltration
and withdrawal point for forces involved in the attack on Marble Mountain
Air Facility. There they found a 50 round link from a 7.62 m intermediate

Leg, & Ohioom copy of the Soviet RID light machine run. The RID is a now

weapon for the VO, and it has been issued only to NF units. This is the
first time this weapon has been encountered by units of III HAP.

SAB A: Sketch Kay of Karble Mountain Air Facility
MAS B: Probable VC Approach Route
ID d : Attack on MAG-16
13.33 Da Skotch Tap of U. S. Naval Hospital Damage
TAB D. Damage to U. S. Naval Hospital
IMA Be LAC-16 Defensive Posture
DAY 0: ECB-9 Defensive locture
BAS iis Viet Cong Losses

I: U. S. Losses
AND 3. Photos
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PROBABLE VC APPROACH ROUTE
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SECURIT

DAMAGE TO U.S. NAVAL HOSPITAL

100% Destroyed*1. 3 Receiving Wards

100% Destroyed*2. Jurgery MR 1

100% Destroyed*3. X-Ray Building

100% Destroyed*4. Labratory

100% Destroyed*5. Sterilizer

5% Damage6. Surgery NR 2

5% Damage7. Pharmacy

Less than 5% Damage8. Storage

9. Generator Station

100% DestroyedAll electrical switching

100% Destroyed2 100 IN Generators

Damaged but repairable1 100 IV Generator

Operable2 100 KM Generators

Refere to Building only. Does not refer to foundation and concrete*
floor.
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1;.:\(,-16 l:;·:;·l'ir.lc.,ter dnf()\'U)o cOl1o:bted of 15 itu:~chine e'WlS TiosH;irms 
loc[tted. frQn t~;o K; corn.!lu· of tXt., carll) arow1d to the Si'l corMr of the 
I'li::.'fi·ald.. l'.uo·";il'w r;w: losi; ions Here! au;::m'mtecl by foot ratrols 
bl!;:~u:len rOf'itiOll.S. 75 ri~u'sonl)el '.:ern involved 'WHh I)f;ri.;if;lto:~ t;ccUt"ity. 
e"l1. :,).:c!.itionr.l 25 p-3rsoID1el "fore aSGicncd to inte~~:"e.l se0uri t~l I)lU8 
30 rer£'onnd involved "r.t th c(aL'1F.l«,;e control. r:ach squadron t,tlS a pro .. 
vi::Litmnl oompzlny GOI'l;t{nfrte2 as it :l.·ei~i'}l'V'J ;('QX'C(h All units \Ji~.;hin 
1 ,~';~~ '; -lG i~il't; CQnncqt~J 'Ili rbll n \~;·i.l~(·~ olurt ~S~t;·t e:f~\. lll~C-16 t;:;~~intnins 
COWct.:ll:;icationa. 'Whh lli1.ita in the co))';,Plex hy both r::vlio and .!i;r:e. 

As iltu'ble Nt Installation GooJ;'dinatol' for liefl'Hlre, CO 1::;'(,-16 i£·:;n.,(~d 
1)., 1)(')i'.enoe CoorclilH'"tion :ann on. 10 Oct 65. Thin Jjlan WlitS i'o.t'rii:rJ.r.to,l to 
1,,r!.3\'",ni; i;".utuci in.tCl'i'wl'()l1.0e, ft;\,cilit,s,to tll<o e;<c}l.an,,:.;c> 01' info,t';~itd;iol1, and. 
I.:ccrvii.dr,D mutual ~"ttr;.'o:t't by ooordiru·,1;i.n£:;, l~'1d X'ein,fol~cing fields of fir·!'j 
t'1tKl b;r ecta(.)ilsrd..ll:; 8IJeoial lines o£ cOlii;11ui'iicc"1;;i.I.:yn. Thin pl~n involved 
1%[ C.3-9, liIi1B-B, rr. O. UaVt:ll Hospital and l:a.:rino Air CrO'.lp 16. 
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SHOULT

MAG-16 DEVENSE POSTURE

MAG-16 perimeter defense consisted of 15 machine guns positions
located from the NE corner of the camp around to the SB corner of the

airfield. Machine sun positions were augmented by foot patrols

between positions. 75 personnel were involved with periseter security.
An additional 25 personnel were assigned to internal security plus

30 personnel involved with damage control. Each squadron has a pro-

visional company designated as a reserve force. All units within

are connected with B wire alort system. MAG-16 chintains

communications with units in the complex by both radio and wire.

As Marble Mt Installation Coordinator for Defence, CO MAG-16 issued

a Defence Coordination Plan on 10 Oct 65. This plan was formulated to

prevent mutual interference, facilitate the exchange of information, and

providing mutual support by coordinating and reinforcing fields of fire

and by establishing special lines of communication. This plan involved

MRG-9, NIGB-8, U. S. Naval Hospital and Karine Air Group 16.

SHORET
TAB F TO ENCLOSURE (1)
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ifn.vf;l }·{jbilo Co~wtructiol"l. :8attulion 9 :D,'d."~nc~ :iflan enviss.,::os thll':'~~e 
s~J}0.l.'tLl.t~~ [d~€rteo of rQ~l~-lineDs. J.\ 40 r~",n J)orll~i,::)rit [:ua.rd force io de'htl.iled 
.f";'()rfl ,rithin, the 1;),i,ij'tal ion.. "3:11i:3 £O:CC'3' io l~eZi !J <.t:.o ible 1'or l:',;'"i.,Hr.lng the 10 
.t:~Cd~l bunkors locat0d on tho l):l'ia!eteJ::' tt:tJ.Cl' rH)rGj~tl ::.'eadirH'D~l cOl'l.dHion 
thl'(Xi. i;!wn ini'Ol'flLatiorl :ttl l'~)OoivIJd that anomy flCtivi"c.! io antioi,:::;at{)d 
pO;J;'ir:1c)COr dcd.'at.sco ~t':c ::ni,.:;GOIT&,xl 1:>y t'.10 duty $(.)c·tiOrIs. ~'h0.;O cbt;'.' sNtione 
Cl'O 111'o:.'.on into fire teums '.;hioh );If,n tho IjCl~it:lutor hyi;w(icn tiw L:;,ixl i)unker 
:\oGi~i(;nD d1.u'in.': 1101"10(1:3 or l'oA'..Cod viBibilit;r Vl'!.O liii3liiher ot ei~c!t firo 
1';,';',111 nt,nn r~ rOi.\HiOl1 011 tho r~;;dmO'~Ql' to inm:U'o fliGht contact c~ll tho ", 
,\1,(\' tl'(luu,l. 

lrt;.dc~l· condition one (aotual fj,·ttnok) a.ll l!crson .. "lol m::.m their pocitiom.i 
on th,;:! pOl'iraGtOJ'l' min:as thooo dofJi[nat(;d fo:c rovillG internal :patrola, 
dall1GG(1 control t.tri.cl OOlXlUiI1U pont duties. 

,/;.n 'lU1"lcrrl:01Jild Co.r:.rc-.:::nd rost han beon corlstl'l~ctcd a':l1d ocn:ccillo l;oth 
i7iro :'J1d l~D.dio ¢o!:1:;nU1icl~tion~l. A OOUild fmw:r. sys'\;:orl lin>:s all L'lO.in 
btt.'1l:ol'S \71 tIl tho DL~tJ' O.fficel' (met DJ.ty Chi0£. 

i';. d01iblo n,prol'l, .fonco :ta oonot1'uotod CO;)i:r1.:tto1;( ~rt'ound the Cf1:i:P, 

,;h,l1,';io otX';>l1d Fi:t'o and concci'Hng .:t"o:rm tho outOl'" 'barrioI'. })etwcHm tho 
OT.:!.tG!' ;,m0, innor 'bru:ricr.Jt tho aree" has bCEn'J. lcvi~lo'l and oleo.rad.:6'ox­
holo,) [;"nl1 l.Jli t trcncb~s ~,!XC connt:rtloi;ed adjaoent to ull ten.ts an.rl 
bu:i.lditl.:~:f:l trJ'Ou{:hout tho area. 
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SECURITY

MCB-9 DISERSE POSTURE

Naval Kobile Construction Battalion 9 Defence plan envissios three
separate states of readiness. A 40 man permanent guard force is detailed

within the battalion. This force is responsible for manning the 10from
main bunkers located on the perimeter under normal readiness condition
throo. When information is received that enemy activity is anticipated
porimator defenses are augmonted by two duty sections. These duty sections
are broken into fire teams which man the perimeter between the coin bunker

positions during poriode of produced visibility one member of encli fire
team nunn a position on the perimetor to innure night contact all tho
Way around.

Under condition one (actual attack) all personnel man their positions
on the perincter minus those designated for roving internal patrols,
damago control and command post duties.

An underground Commond Post has been constructed and conteins both
wire and radio communications. A sound power system links all main
bunkors with the Duty Officer and Duty Chief.

A double apron fonco is constructed completely around the camp.
Singlo strend vire end concerting form the outer barrier. Between the
outer and inner barriers, the area has been leveled and cleared. Fox-
holos and slit trenches are constructed adjecent to all tents and

buildings throughout the area.
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_;.r. O.::D :;L<t;Cl~t o1? 4 Ifov 65 indicated 20 va killed, 25 VO miOi:::i.:n{~t 34 VC 
WOUl:dod 1.'1 attack. 
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SERIES

VINT CONG LOSSES

MARBIR MOUNTAIN AT? FACILITY

1. Unsualties:

17MI:

WIA(VOG): 4

1VOS:

UNCOMPANIED KIA/WIA 8

2. Woupons, ordnance and equipment:

a. 7 Kalashnikov (AK) assault rifles, 7.62mm

1 Tokarei pistol M1933

2 U.S. ristol cal .45

5 Bangalore torpedoes

1 B-40 rooket launcher with three rounds

b. Approximately 30 pounds of personal equipment and papers.

ORD Report of 4 Nov 65 indicated 20 VC killed, 25 VC missing, 34 VC
wounded in attack.
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SHORT

U. S. IOSUKS

MARBIE MOUNTAIN AIR facility

1. Caqualtics:

4 (3 MAC-16, 1 MCB-9)KIA:

108 (24 M4C-16, 84 MCB-9)VIA:

2. U. S. Aircraft and equipment losses:

Destroyed Major Damage Minor Damagea. Aircraft

2213UN 1 E

6 9 17UII 34

50OOR 37

b. Vehicles:

01 0150 Water Truck

1422 Truck (Mighty Mite) 0 11

1MB5 Crash Truck 20

1163 One Truck 0 0

C. Nincellanoous:

15,000 square feet of matting destroyed.
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• 
1. :Frior Jl.!:~,;)ll~onco Ini.1icatlon'S. l1urinc' tho Efl.t1t 1OOntll. thOl"O,;'011e 
m>.mc'?o'u5 It>>;-l~v'ei ;;,·eJ}(;~,;ts-O.r~i';B UiJto hat1a'\l:t.on oiz~~ wJv1.ng; to,..fal?U 
Chu 1.;:;1. Althow::h th01YI We1"O 110 !.l,t."'ec1£ic 01" !l:'eltn1)1~!l:'&tor.tt! CfH'la(Y1:'i't.htg 

£<rl. :;.ttr;ok oJ:' iha t:r:ro oOlJ.du.ot",d., thif} bal') alwe.;Ytl 'bct0n a X'()oo[;nized'if'O 
O.:rp ubll 1 "tJ'. l{o xororts roaoi:vod il'l:'oviCL3d. ini'Qrma'(;j.on on t1){J Qlf,vro1LLiu'ttQ 
tJ.,ill) of C;. movow::nf;; lA-S'tt.inet Chu 'Lat. 

r,. i2J',{,!l:'rAl,- ldi a:pi,ro.xir.lutoly 0001 28 Ootob0I';n. 'tC torce Gctill'!UtcQ 
nt 15-20, l·(';lo::'l'atcd thQ Chu L/);i airt1elrl ttnd lllUno11G1 a. 'iclJ .... OOO1"~ii:rHlted 
ru;;,d well-plnr-nod. attack. In v1e~i' Q£ "tr.a tinting involved, 1:1: is hol1cvod 
tha.t this ~~ttack wau oooroir,atea. with the attaok on i!!I}:!blQ }<:CUl';tuin Air 
:!':'ea Hi k. At tho t.iJ.n0 of tho attaok. ·tiLe1'iold Wf.l~ in tho x,rocoss of 
:C.JcOVGl"-1ni'; ail'ora£t. 

b. .y.£ 1tifi1t:r.t:.i;lon~ Although not confirmod. it fa telievodthat ttloe 
VO Ui11 t illfil tl'atod tho d()t':U:~ij() ~:ciJll0ter from ttcG noriltw0st. 

c. Ocndu.ot, of the at:Fi1.0k. (~e fli\.n A) 

(1) .iU"ter n:rrlva.l on tllo l\OX'thyHl~t end of l.'UnW't{.T 32/14, the lAlli t 
"",.,.,.~ .• " .1.1.,. '~"ll.·"" ,,~.! ... /. .f- DX"'·.···· On" ., .... " .... j.", .,"" .... ,··"·j·'d t;.'''' VYk ">9A .11".- ."j'" C;'}.,t''l.;t.L'.:;11Li-.:r'li..'I,J..,!! to; ...... l.f.;;'.) \lllO t:':.;~vul,;NJ. ';" £:"'~'Y\'J~ ~;IorUt,"PU'f,~·:...' ,ij_Q' .Ul' .. l .... '&.,o.t· .. ,:t ._~t~'l'" 

1ij~.C, ;;:;ottinr; 6:J.tclJ!,i\1 OhBt'iOa ns tho;? I)XOOO(jdod t10uth alone tht1 :t-~;:vntt,ed 
i~il"CI·:ift. :F;d.ol." ·to ·t:H') £:tl~t GXj:;lolaion, 4\I710l1100r of tho 1{(;C ... 12 £;,uE.rd, 
loc:t.trtc: H<):u' ".;1':0 north end of the 'park~a A.i:t:'craft Hue', ohallen~;otl III 
VO t ,,,i~,.j rt)~,otod by tllrm/l.ng a.. gran~'!doat; thO' cc:nt:tJ";J '.i'ht; {(,l'oiiM(la (ii(1 not 
e:'::Jloua find the },'!tll'ina th~n tried to i'iro hio rIot gun, but hud a misfire .. 
:rtf<) if·] tb'Jrt thrHvt D. 8£,tchol oilUree 'Whioh did not. QXlilod<h Ol.'s~in.dcl.1 i':<.nd 
c~Ut01tlO.1iic wOillJOnS £ii"Q were then honrd tUonl,'; thf! flight linc. tne VC 
Hv,r~ \/c)uYiiod in th1,a (;j.!'oa. und WDfJ so<mto w1J(';hdrt1rw and th10~lnc ac:::'osiU tho 
I'lli'1.r.'r.y tc. tho nortn<i«(lst. 'Continui1l[.;' south nlone~ tho f'licht 11&19, tb~l i:; 
111,,}H ur> an 14 a.irorrd.'t in tho V}'lI~ ... 214 Bizctor. 1<. eentr;{ in thone:y;t re­
'\f\~tl;;mrb o~~w, chot, m'Id killed th.e va orouched under thfl titil of tho ~rt.ruok 
Illnr:a. ;'Jlother e1l.r:!.rd 8fl.W 1;.,[0 oo:t'e YO 11m m!at bet~;;G(~rl'Lhe tt:m,ts tQv~'rds .. 
tho ':J::v .. rr'lu>;:I, joinirog with. the woth"laud "to whontid ~?·t:roa..tod eJrUol'. All 
thl~OO VO 1;"Ore: la:tQ!, KL\. . 

, c1" ':£'h~ SOOOl'ld eroll.v. Ci.'o1t1:'xl)!rtl,y wexl.t,jcuth don,;;f ina lHmt oid.a of 
0: J;;h(J rum4a1 t~1d, i.~S tho first QXr;loGiontook plHoo Oi1 fJi;(! :f'li:]'ht lino t 
J;;h(W ttu"C'«l' a t;Tom.<.'!«l PDainut <I;ho b~()k oi.' tho 1:01£::;::':1' tout. I:..~~ ·the ~';0fi;>;aT 
or.aw too:.;; OOYOl", t}j.Oj' O't.Hlorvod.tho 'ro Qrr.HJIJ th~rtln"'!r\,! oMt'l'ml~d it,vu..tu 
tho or.wh oriJ'W urea. 'Nhontho Ci~a.:~'l11 oro\.{ he~rd thO' ~mtlll D,TI:1a nro ta'lti 

Oh~JI\:;t):l oxploc.ing, they ~at up a. hasty d<11'olleetJ:-oundthc1r t(,J1t and 
Yol'itclos. P..n e&tir;.atod t::rce o.r tou]: VO \;.oi-.ij then eoeii (1t ~ dintr.l1.oQ 
of only 10 to 12 £oot IAvq oo1lline 0&11'1.: aol'OtJfith<>t'ul'!;1;t',Jt.. ti1:0n. o])onhig 
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VC ATTACK ON GHU LAI AIRMINLD

1. Prior Intelligence Indications. During the past month there were
numorous low level reports of units up to battalion sise moving toward
Ohu Lai. Although there were no specific or reliable reporto concerning
an attack of the type conducted, this has always been a recognized VC
capability. No reports received provided information on the approximate
time of a movement against Chu Lai.

2. VC Attack at Chu Lni Airfield.

A. Coneral. At approximately 0001 28 October, a VC force estimated
at 15-20, genetrated the Chu Lni airfield and launched a well-coordinated
and well-planned attack. In view of the timing involved, it is believed
that this ettack W&U coordinated with the attack on Marble Fountain Air
Facility. At the time of the attack, the field was in the process of
recovering aircraft.

b. VC infiltration. Although not confirmed, it is believed that the
VC unit infiltrated the defense perimater from the northwest.

Conduct of the attack. (See TAB A)C.

(1) After arrival on the northwest end of runway 32/14, the unit

apparently split into two groups. One group attacked the VNA-224 flight
linc, setting satchel char es ne they proceeded south along the revotted
aircraft. Prior to the first explosion, a nomber of the MAG-12 guard,
located near the north end of the parked aircraft line, challenged a
VC, who reacted by throwing a grenade at the centry. The grenade did not

explode and the Marine then tried to fire his riot gun, but had a misfire.
The VO then threw a satchel charge which did not explode. Crenades and
automatic weapons fire were then hoard along the flight line. One VO
was wounded in this area and WOO soon to withdraw and escape across the

runway to the northwest. Continuing south along the flight line, the VC
blow up an M aircrift in the VMA-214 sector. A centry in the next re-
veteont saw, shot, and killed the VC crouched under the tail of the struck

plane. Another guard saw two more VC run east between the tents towards
the runway, joining with the wounded TO who had retreated earlier. All
throe VC were later KIA.

d. The second group apparently went south along the vest side of
of the runway and, as the first losion took place on the flight line,
they throw a gronade against the back of the MORSST tent. As the FOREST
crew took cover, they observed the TO cross the runway eastward toward
the crash crew area. When the crash crow heard the small arms fire and
charges exploding, they set up a hasty defense Around their tent and
vehicles. An estimated tirce or four VC were then seen at a distando
of only 10 to 12 feet away doming east aoroce the runney. Upon opening
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iiro, tho VO thro\" a. grenade or flXllloaiva ohar{f8 over too t'Jal'inos •.. It 
hit 'the 01'3.911 'truck, ~xploded, p..nd voundadono of the OrOl( t;U1.d injurod 
a.nother. The va thon b.roko and headed south, pursued by fira; ono YO 
Was !d.l1ed, Motchor ono was $oonto itlll. Ire was helpod 'by I!I. third va 
<:Ind 'thoy continuod to withdraw aorO$O tho .rtmvay to tho southwest, 
;paol.linS a. ,l:'al'k(~d INT and then oval' a hill. !l!1i'O ... doad va verG lator found 
boyon.d this 1)0 int, and a llounded VO J who lator died, wac oapturGd. 
bGGiie the l'unWt\y. 

a. At 0013 the Opera.tions Vatoh O£'£ioe1.' hoard Q",,"plosiona a..'1.d 
SliOl.'adio sr:Jall Q,l:1llO fire. Upon inveatication it i>laS learnod [rom 3d 
:Us;t'~tilion, }d 11a:d.nos, tha.t a £:l.l'o fight wus ill pro3"l'1.,)sS on tho air.ficld. 

b. At i.:015 llatter:r ItOIl of the Batblion Artillery Group rCI}or1:;ed 
receiv--ln.g Bela.11 a.rms and 1'Ockct fire. At this time a flaro !llano wns 
raq:llostoJ from 3d l,nl.'ine lJ:tvioion, M<i tho Roe;i!i1Qnt 1dent on lOQ)~ alert. 

o. At 0016 a. call to f1AG.12 indioated that two A4D'g vere burning. 

d; ii.t 0020 Company Yo rCllorted reoeivine: small arms fire. 

£. At 0105 ;0. :Batta.lion, 3d l;Ja.rlllE1S, J:epo:l'tod additional s!nflll arms 
firo l1a::: boit)(; rooGivQd.. 

g. At 0106 h.t>.G·12 re,PO,l.'ted they ll.lld reooived 1 \fXA and had aoool.Ulted 
for 2 YO KIA and 1 YO HIA. 

h. At 0110 Ooq,all,}' C reported that they had acoou.'1ted for 1 VO KIi!. 
at 0055, and had oapturliid one 11-40 rooket launoher. 

i. At 01,0 a ,i'lure ship reported on stution and 3d Battalion, 
,d l::arinos, aooowltod for 2 VO KIA and 1 VO fIlA. 

j. At 0150 Oompan,y K took five VO under fire at the no;oth end of 
tho r.irfiGld. 

k. At 0245 Dattory 0 QOoounted tor 1 VG KIA. 

L. At 0450 Com;pan.Y lC patrol aocounted for 1 VO KIA.. 

m'. :..t 0625 3d lJ.'l.ttalion, 3d l.J.arines started a sweap o!,eration to 
ll'utional l{outo J'1; with no oontact. 

21J3 AI 
T~~B B. 
Tiill C: 
TAB :0, 
~'.AD ~: 

Skotoh of Attack 
Viet Oong Lossos 
U. S. Loasos 
J),at'ense PostUZ'O 
l:hotos 

~ 
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fire, the VC throw a grenade or explosive charge over the Marines. It
hit the crash truck, exploded and wounded one of the crew and injured
another. The VC then broke and headed south, pursued by fire; one VC
was killed, another one was soon to fall. He was helped by a third VC
and they continued to withdraw across tho runway to the southwest,
passing a parked LVT and then over a hill. Two dead VC were later found
beyond this point, and a wounded VC, who later died, was captured
beside the runway.

3. Actions Involving the 4th Marines

a. At 0013 the Operations Watch Officer hoard explosions and
sporadic small arma fire. Upon investigation it was learned from 3d
Battalion, 3d Marinee, that a fire fight was in progress on the airfield.

b. At 0015 Battery "0" of the Battalion Artillery Group reported
receiving small arms and rocket fire. At this time a flare plane was
requested from 3d Marine Division, and the Regiment went on 100% alert.

O. At 0016 a call to MAG-12 indicated that two A4D's were burning.

d. st 0020 Company K reported receiving small arms fire.

G. st 0040 illumination was provided by 81mm and 4.2-inch mortars.

f. At 0105 3d Battalion, 3d Marines, reported additional small arms
firo was being received.

E. At 0106 MAG-12 reported they had received 1 WIA and had accountedfor 2 VO KIA and 1 VO WIA.

h. At 0110 Company C reported that they had accounted for 1 VC KIA
at 0055, and had captured one B-40 rooket launcher.

i. At 0130 a flare ship reported on station and 3d Battalion,
3d Karines, accounted for 2 VC KIA and 1 VC WIA.

j. At 0150 Company K took five VC under fire at the north end of
the airfield.

K. At 0245 Battery 0 accounted for 1 VC KIA.

L. At 0450 Company K patrol accounted for 1 VC KIA.

M. it 0625 3d Battalion, 3d Marines started a sweep operation to
National Route A1, with no contact.

TAB A: Sketoh of Attack
TAB B: Viet Cong Losses
TAB C: U. S. Losses
TAB D: Defense Posture
TAB E: Photos
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WALKING POSTS

2Q
G.

1 VC KIA
=1=

19 MINORVMA SAMAGE
19/12 Presome2N L&TARINE

240 KIA
IVC W/A (NOW)

IN AREA 21 STRIKT
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1 U. S. 001. 45 pistol 

1 French Sl'~ 

e ',lnfi.! sa:~~oh(11 oharges (2 blooks ... 200 grams) 

5 ':l:l1T rZD,tchol char0"'09 (;5 blooks • 200 8"l'B.ms) 

6 conoasl3ion brranaiiOG 

6 £racmontat1on grenades 

1 13"40 rooket ltmnoher with ana round 
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SECURIT

VINE CONG LOSSES

CHU LAI AIRVIELD

1. Unsualties

15 (9 MAG-12, 6 3d MarDiv)KIA:

WIA(VOO) I 2

2. Veasons, orônance and equipment

1 U. S. Cal. 45 pistol

4 Thorpson sub-machine guns

1 French SMC

8 time satohel charges (2 blooks the 200 grams)

5 TNT catchol charges (3 blocks - 200 grams)

6 concussion grenados

6 fragmentation grenades

1 B-40 rooket läuncher with one round
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U. S. LOSTES

CHU LAI AIRHIELD

1. Casualties

KIA: 0

WIA: 1

2. U. S. AIRORATE AM E UIPMENT LOSSES

a. Aircraft Destroyed Major Damage Minor Damare

A41 32 3

b. Nigcellaneous

1 Crash truck damaged.

1 Aerology van damaged.
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o HU LAl 11ACT:: 

'l'ho derc-llso ot the Chu La! (:lir.fiold ontaUs two distinot jA::rimeteI's. 
Onc), tho outOI.' porimota:c, i8 ocoupied by tt rrdnii:lIUIl1 of ona i.nfanhry 
1J.::l:~tclion hO:1dciUal'tOl'Q end {~wo l'ii'l(;l COLipMies. Tho dH:lOl'ld !;CrirtlCltcr 
is Li::nncd tl;'{ r,rovioiop.~J. cor;',Qt!.n:l.cfJ or .. ~!uri,!1\cd 1"1'01"1 \"itl:in l:-'lr:Lnc l' .. ir Group 
12, 2<1 LAi>.!l En and l'Ji.m ... lO. Twelvo !!J:'ovisioual oor;lr:a"lins ·OCO't.lrY positio'.lt: 
dOl'ictod Oll -:;:.t'(ij ll. Thiu rlol"irl1eter ia 1'I1'mnad in V's,ryinc d0C:>";;oo dQr\:m(.ting 
on tho hour of: th':l dfl"Y 6thl 1.110 condition of :t'Cnr.1ino!:lo rcqllil"nd. Can-
Iii tiO)\ .fom:~, Dot during dn;v l.i[;ht hours, invol \'"00 one Vl'oviiilio!l:';l rine 
llhltoon i'riJ;, eHch proviBional COJ:l1!!U1Y on un a.lert DtntUI'l, t,O taka f.t;sition 
on t1:o innor l:'Orimoter on 30 minute notico. Th,] OOlLditions (r.c::.duato 
to cOi'l.dil;io;', one, .. rhe~tl p!'Ovioionel oomr1anioo ll'ml all l!ooHionn on the 
1rmo3:' :D0rir"o'i,or. 

:r..'1 addibiCln to 'ctc perinoter doi'ansGs, 146 r:l3n are asz:lC'l1cd to the 
i!'l:L:;ht :Line tU'ea .01"1. intornal guard duti,'!:a. In tho Ilil"Cl'tl£t l}al,'king area, 
thl'9Q men arapostcd, for avery six airoraft. Dul'ing condition four, 
Qna c.an is a;ia.ke, theothor tuo asleep. 
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81~C1.l2~1 
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CHU LAI BASE

DEFANSE POSTURE

The defense of the Chu Lai airfield entails two distinot perimeters.
Ono, the outer perimoter, is occupied by a minimum of one infantry
battalion headquarters and two riflo companies. The second perimeter
is munned by provisional companies organized from within Marine Air Group
12, 2d LAAM En and HOB-10. Twelvo provisional companies 'occury positions
depicted on SAB D. This perimeter is manned in varying degrees depending
on the hour of the day and the condition of readiness required. Con-
dition four, set during daylight hours, involves one provisional rifle

platoon from each provisional company on an alert status to take position
on the innor perimeter on 30 minute notice. The conditions graduate
to condition one, where provisional companies man all positions on the
innor perimeter.

In addition to the perineter defenses, 146 men are assigned to the
Flight Line area on internal guard duties. In the aircraft parking area,

three men are posted for every six aircraft. During condition four,
one can is awake, the other two asleep.
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TO: 00, IarZ. 

I COH,J;"$ 
ST}u.tF - G2 

SU"iJJECTJ Initial report of 4 VO oaptured during tho enerny l~oid at the 
Harble Hountain cir!'ieldin tho night of 27 Oct 65. 

I. In a rro.d over the 'USHO heliooptor airfiold :tn the Harblo 11oUl1tull'l 
area or Dano.ng in tho night of 28 Oat 65, 4 Dariously llOundGd va tTerG 
oc.pturod and nrc being attendod in Goneral D-uy Tan hospital. i'hey o.rot 

, , 

1. Lrol Ea.: native ot ~ Tra villn,ge, Tam Ky distriot, Quan.g Tin 
prCvlltOQ; the nowly enlistod roan was an ammu.u:i. tioo oQrl'ior at 278th VO C~. 

2. Tran Danh J native of Pha tIara hamlet, IT.oa Iaeu Village, Quang ITrun 
provinoo, Asst Idr of 2nd ~d, Z7Sth Co. . 

3. nguyen Tho!: nat! vo of Thanh Trttng villago, Dian Ban district, 
Qt.w.nB Hom provinoe, private, 3rd Plt/z"leth. 00. 

4. Pham 'l'haohl native of Thanh Tttung villtigo, Dian Dan distriot, Qua.l'lg 
~~, privata, l':ortar rlt/27$th Co. 

m the vcea Wl'.$ fran 27Sth ftSappOrtt 00 of Quane Ram &: DAl'lang. 

II.' Horo io the reault of their lnitiD1. intorrogation. 

a. lIttMkim; i'Qt'cg .. , HOypmgp.t to •. tb:'! og3~~iyo .. AW. 

- 27Sth Sappor (Spolliru. O;:)n) Co of ~u.a,"l,g tram &: Dan!lnZJ Hith a 
strength of 140 mon most of than native of Quang 1~1 \las reoontly activated 
and had boon trained since these 5 sonths. 

- It oonsistod of' :3 Sapper Plts and 1 HV'/ i,,?ua Pit (6~'1 }~rtat's 
and tt1s) and a. l'oin:foroomont o:t 20 reor'J.itooa stUl in brocldng trai~ng 
period and omployed as enrjunition oarriers. 

- Tha unit "Tas equipped \lith 
2 In.ori;ars, 6::l::tr.l 
2 lxGI oal. 30 

the rama1nder in ARB and individual veapons .. ' 

... Tho Co vas stationed in ThanlI Son al:'(}a (via AT 960 630) :in 
Dion Ban district. 
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APO 4109, 30 October 1965 I CORPS
STAFF - G2

Nr 614/QDI/TM2/TV/K

REPORT

TO: ca, ICPZ.

SUBJECT: Initial report of 4 VC captured during the enemy raid at the
Marble Mountain airfield in the night of 27 Oct 65.

I. In a raid over the USMC helicopter airfield in the Marble Mountain
area of Danang in the night of 28 Oct 65, 4 seriously wounded VC were
captured and are being attended in General Day Tan hospital. They are:

1. Lam Ba: native of Ky Tra village, Tan Ky district, Quang Tin
province; the nowly enlisted man was an ammunition carrier at 278th VC Co.

2. Iron Danh: native of Pho Nam hamlet, Hoa Lieu Village, Quang Nam
province, Asst Ldr of 2nd Sqd, 278th Co.

3. Nguyen Thoi: native of Thanh Trung village, Dien Ban district,
Quang Nam province, private, 3rd P1t/278th Co.

4. Phan Thach: native of Thanh Trung village, Dien Ban district, Quang
Nom, private, Mortar P1t/278th Co.

All the VCCs were from 278th "Sapper" Co of Quang Nam & Danang.

II. More is the result of their initial interrogation.

1. Attack on the Marble Mountain Airfield

a. Attacking force - Movement to the objective area.

- 278th Sapper (Special Opn) Co of Quang Nam & Danang, with a
strength of 140 men most of them native of Quang Nam, was recontly activated
and had been trained since these 5 months.

- It consisted of 3 Sapper Plts and 1 Hvy Wpna Plt (60mm Mortars
and Misa) and a reinforcement of 20 recruitees still in breaking training
period and employed as ammunition carriers.

- The unit was equipped with
2 mortars, 60mm
2 MG, cal. 30

the reminder in ARs and individual weapons.

- The Co was stationed in Thank Son area (vio AT 960 630) in
Dion Ban district.
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en 24 Oct 65, tho Co movod to tIm. Yon (aroa Yest or u'on Chiou). It 'Was £1'0:.1 thoro that tho l.U'li t skirted tho so&. lino to attack tho Htll'blc !<!ountuin airf:i..elch 

At 2719.:00, tho va un! t lett NalZl Yon for Thong Tn,· orosGod raghuay' ;}1 end the railroad botvoen !Jam 0 &Xld Lien Chieu. . ., 
At 2720 :':30, tha Co reaohcd, the beaoh '¥lhet'a 2 motorized boats and a n'Urlbor of rOil junks ware kept randy to caxry tho unit • 

.At 2723:30.. tile craft roaohed a point at 30(Q North o:t the lfurb1.o Hountain and gained seleotod positions. 

The Co was bt'oken into 3 teams f'o~ the attack • 

... Team 1. 
1st f'lt/27Sth 00(45 mali) brokointo tholibstern aide of tho u:nw B.n to hold down tho l.Ulit • 

.. Tsam 2. 
2nd l\1'ld 3rd Plts/273th (60 mOll) broke into tho helicopt~r paJ;'kine area a,l1d destroy airoraft 'With brul1,znloroo rind crcmadcs • ... TODlll ,3. 
l;fortar PIt sot the 2 tubas ot (lOlt'lm cal tilth ,0 roun.ds of ammunition on tho Hy- 'rlrl. hill (vio BT.05.3.740) covered \lith pina trees to engage tho U',:W[O :&1. 

'lbis Pl t else soot ;; Sqda to lay :mi;."lf.l.S at tho 2 euds or tho t.l$phrJ.ted road "aotion included into tho objootivo area, a point closo to tho l~;rb1o l1oun:tain, and the othol" ona close to tho ~'r'lnh Hinh The Stroot bridge, to chock tho advanoo of s1£; raintorce:i).onta thnt could be sent • 
... !'!ro oponing tixln t 

Roadiness at posi"hion at 2724#00 the Attack ordor WL'l.S.i!vefi by mOO,Ull of tho Docona round of lllOX'tsr.· . 

.. 1>1.1. tbdro.wal Cl.irootion. 

iho en'hire Co 'Withdrsv to Nti1n Yon ·01 the same Via:! it O~ to tho objoot~VG al'oa. 
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On 24 Oct 65, the Co moved to Nom Yon (area West of Lion Chicu). Itwas from there that the unit skirted the sea line to attack the MarbleMountain airfield.

At 2719:00, the VC unit left Nam Yon for Thong Tu, crossed Highway #1and the railroad betwoon Nam 0 and Iden Chieu.

At 2720:30, the Co reached, the beach where 2 motorized boats and anumber of row junks were kept ready to carry the unit.

At 2723:30, the craft reached a point at 300m North of the MarbleMountain and gained selected positions.

b. Development of the attack

The Co was broken into 3 teams for the attack.
- Team 1.
1st Plt/278th Co (45 men) broke into the Western side of theUSMC Bn to hold down the unit.- Team 2.
2nd and 3rd Plts/278th (60 mon) broke into the helicopterparking area and destroy aircraft with bangalores and grenades.- Team 3.
Mortar Plt set the 2 tubes of 60mm cal with 50 rounds ofammunition on the My Thi hill (vio BT.053.740) covered withpine trees to engage the USMC Bn.

This Plt also sont 2 Sods to lay mines at the 2 ends of theasphalted road section included into the objective area, a point close tothe Marblo Mountain, and the other one close to the Trinh Minh The Streetbridge, to chock the advance of SVN reinforcements that could be sent.
- Fire opening time

Readiness at position at 2724:00 the attack order was given by moonsof the secons round of mortar.

- Withdrawal direction.

The entire Co withdrew to Nom Yen by the same way it came to the objectivearea.
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1. Acoording to VOCe statamonts; Z($th Sapper Co Yla.'J Q.otiva.tod $ 
months t..r;o and that '!,.las the til'st time it Was OQ;'lll,'1ittod in Cpcrution. 
Hoot of the unit p01"13onnol. oonsbtod of local. poopl0. It io truG that 
ttll VCCll wore aotiously 'Wou.'ldod and that wet'e 'Woro stlll hindered in 
forcing tho truth out of them. 

,I we' 

It is ::iU~actod that tho VO l;);Haoking Co r.'dChtbo to.& S011por .. Co 
l'r:;uyon Van l't'oi that Woady rtddilJd O'llI' DtltlWlg airi'ield and tho Iii-on Chiou 
:FOL dopot. 1'h.o Va captw:'ed in the raid over Darlal'1C airi':t(>~d stt'l.·t~d ho 
bolongod to Co :tTg..tyon. Van Xro:t alias 275th 00 that was basad at Ha:.r:J. Yon 
too. T'n.G f.I:lI:i.Q information waG l:olotl.Sod by veos after tho attack 011 Lion 
Chiou rOL depot. This tiJl'l.El j 27Sth Co also departod :from £iant Yon ba.sG 
and vont through rTam 0 Ron QUail in 8. usual mnnner. 

2. Tho fa. ot that 1 VO Co lnovod i"rom. ZTam. Yen tr-crough lTcm 0 and nan 
Cho.u to truto motorized banta tUld 1'0Ying jtm.ks kopt ready at tho 'boa.ch at 
only 20:30 rovealed that.: 

... Thoro nro mar.y va 01-gsnil1:ations a::.ol'1E tho poople in t1':.o arGo.. they 
'Wont through ("aioh mruie the past va attaol~ over ld.on Chhn POL depot 
toaauble). . .. 

- The 100al scouri ty oheck (by rtF, PF, J'unkFloti:tlla, Pellee, Villt''i~G 
ond hrJ)"lot ac1:uinistrntions) \(tlS too looso Ol" t.lJ.at VO Fifth Co11:t8nists 
have bean l!lvaUtLllle in their orgruli;~ationa. 

- 1'11.$ VO pla.rulocl 'Withd.rs.\OlC~ on tho a~o rout'S of npf,lt'oaoh onoo more 
oonf'ir.::H3d t.ho strong boliof by tho enEmy on its o1'ettl'li:za'bioo.s ainona local 
peoplo. ~~O fact that a llwnbor ot jimks ond motorized b()ats Hera l:cpt 
rec..dy to OOXJ:"l thom is one more proof 0.).'"' VO strong organizations among 
10001 peor:J.e. 

,3. o.u:- control on the soa ia still loose es 1 VO Co "Jas cordod on 
boo.ts and junk;s on Ii long X'ound voya~ £rom. ~!~ 0 to the Harble Nountcl.n 
wj.tllont being d1soloSQd. 

4. Tho quick Gxeoution ot the rnid D.Th'i the suocess in dwnaeil'la a ereat 
number of uircr",£t sllOwed the accurate in:form...'ltioll that tho va cs..'1. obtDln 
on. the: di:::,oaition ot the US1(0 unit in the 140.1'010 }fountain up to tho last 
m~~ute before tho attaCk. 

It is poasihle that va or(~n.n1~a.tions iU'O av{\ilubl~ in tho HD.r'hle 
l·:Ountdn Circa and thor uro olutching to ml1.C Ullita for information. If 
thoy oro oxi.stent, that must bo ilI."llong the individuals "Who h.nvo had access to 
US:,fQ O&':lps i'or trade pUliJOSO or are domicIlia.ted alose to tho m nili tary 
reservations" " ... 
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III. COMENT BY 02/10TZ.

1. According to VCCs statements, 278th Sapper Co was activated 5
months ago and that was the first time it was committed in Operation.
Most of the unit personnel consisted of local people. It is true that
all VCCs were seriously wounded and that were were still hindered in
forcing the truth out of them.

It is suspected that the VC attacking Co might be the Sopper Co
Nguyen Van Troi that already raided our Danang airfield and the Iden Chieu
POL depot. The VC captured in the raid over Danang airfield stated ho
belonged to Co Nguyen Van Troi aliaa 275th Co that was based at Nam Yon
too. The same information was released by VCCs after the attack on lien
Chieu POL depot. This time, 278th Co also departed from Nam Yon base
and went through Nam 0 Lien Chieu in a usual manner.

2. The fa ot that 1 VO Co moved from Nam Yen through Nam 0 and Lien
Chau to take motorized boats and rowing junks kept ready at the beach at
only 20:30 revealed that:

- There are many VC organizations among the people in the area they
went through (which made the past VC attack over Lion Chieu POL depot
feasable).

- The local security check (by RF, PF, Junk Flotilla, Police, village
and homlet administrations) was too loose or that VC Fifth Columnists
have been available in their organizations.

- The VC planned withdrawal on the same route of approach once more
confirmed the strong belief by the enemy on its organizations among local
people. The fact that a number of junks and motorized boats were kept
ready to carry them is one more proof of VC strong organizations among
local people.

3. Our control on the SOS is still loose as 1 VC Co was carried on
boats and junks on a long round voyage from Nam 0 to the Marble Mountain
without being disclosed.

4. The quick execution of the raid and the success in damaging a great
number of aircraft showed the accurate information that the VO can obtain
on. the disposition of the USMC unit in the Marble Mountain up to the last
minute before the attack.

It is possible that VC organisations are available in the Marble
Mountain area and they are clutching to USMC units for information. If
they are existent, that must be among the individuals who have had access to
USMC camps for trade purpose or are domiciliated close to the US military
reservations.
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6. ~11C VO l.'nirl over tho !.L":'J.'blo !t.o'.lntn:i.n OtH:lG 'Has :J'''>ccii'lcd T)ostli ;;10 ill 
tho 1Il.,;,r~i!:lcto on va oapabili tic a in tho Da.no.."'1g 00:611 and' ito sUrl"'ottndil1:jS II 
i'l'o:n C~?/ICTZ. Tho ;';o;uo 1·!Q..S su1:mittod to th\~ CG &tld to }:.i\CV/ICT;~ Gil '{.roll 
c..s -G') III Z;:\Ii' so:c~.s r.~onths t4{;o. Tho onoray po-lnt of dopo.t"t'J.'ro, tho l'~bVO~!Hmt 
to closo wi tl} tho obj (loti va find the method of operation used by tho VO 
exactly tlt tho provlsions ot G-2/IC~3. 

7. ;;"1'1.0 &"OO\1Q fllcts leud r:1.'y SCOtiO:l to tho follo'tJing c(Jnclusi01H 
• 

a.. Ii' there is no clocor control of tho paople living in the 
villages of ~[OS, Vene; diotrict t..~at surround Dt.ntU1g, the socm-i t~! 01" this 
cit;;- is still t:J;lc~n't(l.i:n. 1ho On01:11 has tokon ndv::l.n.taga ot oUr' 10000 
c-:mtl.·ol ut tho bordor lino ot Danal1g to sent their man in tho ci tr to 
td:e ahol tel', act:l.vato creanizations fro.' easy aheUl:tng bot;-iCon Dt'tl'lC.ng 

c.nd its surroundings. 

As a l'cs:.u:c, tho pl"esont sGcur:tt:r situation il1 tho v:l.llaeos ourl"ow:Jdins 
DtmiJ.n:~ is pro:llonntio and tho HOIl Vang dilJtrict J10110$ c;mnot lay an 
officient oontrol. 

Fol:tco opol"nt~~ona# it thoy aro cond-acttld, ¢~nnot revetil VO trea.cos too. 
!t is nOCO::lso.r:,r to avr.,ly a. l'.lothod s:Lid.lar to tho 01'10 that hllil been 

enforcod ill cities. 

~. It io l'OOOl';l~::Oi'ldod to U:3 and V:,1 forcos avillable in DrJlUl'll] to 
practioo ooo1'dino.tGd opor'utiona alonE! tI!o city benches t.nd tho QefC~lOive 
pc,ri:;.oter to toat our dof'onsi va nethOd and sy;:;tm'l and have a olcro~ 1.doa. of 
011.1' dofensive clx)nhtlltics ct'ld ifoo,;;;;nOGsos.' Ii:' t,;a only relay on n paper 
chock ':0 havo nat ltdd hu..."lds on thQ eaps nnd "the Salle dei'icioncio3 ure 
l::l'OJIltJ.c to oontinuo. 

The abovo is ~m::n.itted to your considoJ.<ation I),nd dooiaion. 

*b** 
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The guard organized by the USMC unit in the area was not without gaps.

6. The VC roid over the Marble Mountain base was specified possible in
the "Betincto on VC capabilitios in the Danang area and its surroundings"
from 02/ICTZ. The Momo was submitted to the CG and to MACV/ICTZ as well
as to III MAF some months ago. The enemy point of departuro, the movement
to close with the objectivo and the method of operation used by the VC
exactly fit the provisions of G-2/ICTZ.

7. The a ove facts lead my Section to the following conclusion:

a. If there is no closer control of the people living in the
villages of Hos Vang district that surround Danang, the security of this
city is still uncertain. The enemy has taken advantage of our loose
control at the border line of Danang to sent their men in the city to
take shelter, activate organizations for easy shettling between Danang
and its surroundings.

As a result, the present security situation in the villages surrounding
Danang is problematic and the Ilon Vang district Police cannot lay an
efficient control.

Folioo oporations, if they are conducted, cannot reveal VC treaces too.
It is necessary to apply a method similar to the one that has been

enforced in cities.

b. It is recommended to US and VN forces available in Danang to
practice coordinated operations along the city beaches and the defensive
porimeter to toot our defonsive method and system and have a clear idea of
our defensive canabilitics and weaknesses. If we only relay on a paper
check to have not laid hands on the gaps and the same deficiencies are
probable to continue.

The above is submitted to your consideration and decision.

****
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