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SECRET 16DEC 1965
<R R T. L (Declassified upon removal of enclosure)
From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet
Subj: Viet Cong Attack of Marble Mountain Air Facility and
Chu Lai Airfield of 28 October 1965; report of (U)
Ref: () CGIO MAF/NCC itr 103/DEW /am over ser 00428658
of 29Nov65
Enci: {1) ‘Cop'y of reference {(a) ‘
,:_d";f/_:: (/airu /4’1 NG (s “-: o E b ‘,“‘)" ‘7

1. Reference {a) hau been reprodaccd by this ho.dquartor- and is
forwarded as enclosure (1) for information.

V. H. KRULAK

Copy to: 7
CMC Lot
CG III MAF (lasn encl)

MARINE CORPS
ISTORICAL 5 014
— A%y U
JAN 17 1966
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1IT Marine Amphibious Force and Navel Compcnent Command oy »
| 5 AQED

Military Assistence Command, Vietnam
103 /e
MOV 291960

¢/0 FRO San Francisoo,
California 96601 ‘
004D Tes

Froms Commending General '
Tos Commanding General, Fleet Marins Force, Facifioc

Subjs Viet Cong Attack of Marble Yountain Adr Facility and Chu Lai Airfield
of 28 October 1965, report of ., )

b} CC TIT MAF 2804227 Ooté5 | | »

Refs ﬁ GG III MAP 2721302 Octé5. |
c) CG III MAF 2816C4Z Oct65 .

2) VO Attack on Chu Lai Adrfield
3) I Corps G-2 evaluation of VC interrogation

1. Referemces (a), (b) and (c) provided preliminary informstion regarding
the Viet Cong attacks on Marble Mowuntein Air Facility end Chu Isi Airfield
on 23 October 1965. Subsequently, more detailed information was collected,
and the information contained herein presents an analysis and a reconstruoi~
ion of the attacks and other related items.

Brols gli Ve Attack on Marble Yountain Air Facility

2, 4 few minutes after midnight on 28 Cotober 1965, the Viet Cong began &
systematic destruction of aircraft and other equipment in two different en=
B claves of the III Marins Amphibious Force. Upon recelving notice, almost
- similtensously, of the attacks on Chu Dal and Marble Mountain, III NAF

: rlaced all wnits in the De Neng Bnclave on 10C% alert. The Da Nang Air Bage
Defense Battalion sugmented the perimeter defense. The enclave of Hue P

. Bei wag slerteds Enclosures (1) and (2) provide a description of the in-
o telligence leading up to the attacks, the VC sttacks, the damage, and the

4 defenses as they existed at the tims of the atiacks,

3. A Getailed analysis of other Viet Cong activities within the Ta Nang
TAOR during the night 27/ 28 Ootober 1965, indicstes that other VO attacks
ray have been plamned to coincide with the attack on Marble Mountain Air
Facility. First, at 1930H 27 October, lst Battalion lst Marines received .
2 fairly reliable sgent report which indicated that a VO Force estimated
&t battalion size was moving out of the mountains towards their positions.
As & result, 680 rounds of HE artillery fire were fired into the area of
the lest reported location. 4 subsequent report from & different source
indicsted that a VO battalion had been moving in the area of impact, end
were forced to disperse by this fire. Second, ab 2005H 27 October & squad
from 34 Battalion, 9th Marines ambushed what i3 believed to have been the
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edvence party of a VO compeny. The time, direction of movement and distance
from the Da Nang Air Base were such that this company could have been in
position to attack this installation or Marble Mountain Air Facility at the
time the sctual attack tock place (See enclosure (1), Paragraph 3).

4Le Reference (c¢) reported that interrogation of four wounded prisoners
revesled essentially identicel stories regarding the Marble Mountain attack,
ivee, that the VC had moved by small boat from the Hal Van Pass area to the
beach north of Marble Movntaing that a second force was to land south of
Morble lMountaing and that each force numbered sbout 200. Enclosure (3)
containg en snalysis of prisoner interrogations made by the G-2, I Corps
LRVE. This enalysis is considerable more detailed, even to the debtails of
Vi's birthplace and of their training., However, a report received from the
Boe Vang District Chief (Snclosure 1, para 2b) in certain respects appears
to be more plausible. 4n assembly area located north of MIB-9 coinoides with
the route degcribed in this report. The total numbers appear to be somswhat
high; however, there is insufficient information available to determine the
number of VO that operated to the south of lMarble Mountain complex. None of
the reports can be given complete credibility in that inconsistancies appear
throughout. As an example, enclosure (3) indicstes & boat trip of 45 KM
through an arse well patrolled by VEN and USN units in three hours time,
while the original interrogation indicated that the trip began at 1400H. The
retirement roube of the report provided by the How Vang District Chief
corresponds with a report from the Centrel Registry Detachment, widch this
Hq vated as ¥/5, that VG wounded were located south of Marble Mountain.

This same report stated that 20 VO were killed, 25 VC were missing and 34 VO
wers wounded. This nuunber of VG reported migsing coincides quite closely to
the MiG-15 coafirmed count of 17 VC killed and 4 VO captured. Consideration
must be given to the faot thet the prisonsrs referred to in enclogure (1)
and enclosure (3) are the same VCC.

5. Although the time of the two attacks could have bsen a coincidence, 1%
i3 much move likely that they were coordinabed. The size of the unit in-
volved at Chu Lei was considerably smaller then the wmit at Marble Mountain,
Thevefore, the attack at Chu Lai could have been for diversionary purposes
rather then a concerted effort to destroy aircraft. This ig supported, some=
what, by the fact that the skill displayed by the sapper group at Chu Lai
indicated considerably less adroiiness at handling explosives than the group
at Marble Mountain. See Enclosure (2).

6e The VC at both Marble Mountain snd Chu Lei were highly skilled at infile
tration. They wore gble to penstrate both the physical barriers and military
dafenses wennouncad. Although there are conflicts in statements and reported
routes of attack, snalysis of the facts supports the thesis that the first
indicstion of VC presence coincided very clogely with explosions around ar in
the aircraft. The signel in the Marble Mountain attack mey have been given
by firing mortars. In any case, it has been impopsible to differentiste hew
tween the time of the morbtar attack, the tims the aircraft began to burn and
the time of the attack on the U. S. Naval Hospital. The main point appears
to that some of the seppers were in position and ready to begin their
systematic destruction upon signal or at an sppointed tims (Enclosure 3 tends
to confirm the fact that the destruction began on signal). .

SECEET
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7. Concluzions. Considering ell factors aveilable, in conjunction with
analysis of occurvences, the following conclusions appear valid:

‘SECHET

e. The probeble route used by VG to the Marble lountelin :}ir Facilat.’cy
wes from the southwest, across the Tourane River west of the Alr Fecility,
to an assenbly area &t (BT 055745).. :

. The route, of penstration into the Chu Lai enclave has not been
determined.

c. The quick response of the Marines on duty, both at Marble I\Eountaiz‘i
and Chw Lei, prevented the VO from inflicting congidersbly more damage. a8
examples; at Marble Mountain, the northern sapper group was stopped completely
erd one of the wesbern sapper groups was reduced to two persons who failed ;co
reech the helicopter parking area; at Chu Lai, the group which had proce:edéd
down the west side of the rmway was twmed back from fthe aircraflt parking
ersa by the actions of members of the crash crew.

{
d. The size of the force attacking the Marble }bux%’gain Complex is estime
ated at 60-90. ‘

e, The size of the force attacking Chu Lal is esgtimated at 15-20.

f. There is no evidence 0 corroborate the Hoa Vang District Chief's
statement that the VC were from NVIW. To the contrary, evidence indicates
that VO were from Queng Nam and Quang Tin Provinces.

g. The size of the force, scheme of msmeuver, completeness of plans,
anslysis of weapons, and examination of the VO killed, indicate that a hard
core, main force VO unit, well trained and resolute in purpose, attacked
the Marble Mountain ocomplex.

he The size of the force, schems of maneuver, actions of the force,
analysis of weapons, analysis of placing weapons and examinstion of the VO
killed indicate that the Chum Lal gttack group was not as highly treined as
tke unit which attacked Merble Mountain.

i, Time of the abttacks, in conjunction with method of attack, substant=-

iate the thesis of = planmned coordinatéd gbtack in two enclaves, with the
strong possibility that a third was plemned on Da Nang airbase.

jo The VO have the capability of infiltrating small groups into any of
the enclaves. ' ' )

8. Action by Commend

&. The skill exhibited by the infiltrators indicated that permanent
barriers of type utilizing double apron cyclone fences, augmented Ly csre-
Tully placed mine fields, sensative electronic o seismic intrusion devices,
counter mortar radar and powerful lighting are required arcund ell military
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installation s where criticel equipment end materials are kept. Materials
are envoute for the Da Nang Air Base. Flans are being expedited for other
areas including FOL snd ammmition storage.

b. Pending construction of permanent barriers the following action has
been takens

(1) Expediting Class IV Materials, especislly wire and concertina.

(2) Strengthened perimeter defense of lMarble lowntain area with
additional infantry units. '

(3) Continuing the high level of patrols and ambushes throughout the
enclaves. :

| SECHET
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moasoses was gonerslly consigtant with thal reported above.

*v-‘*rior to the attack on Marbls Vlowntaln /LD
conbact with tie VO vas 3..1...5.."‘"\1. to squad end platoon
wr o6 ongegenont of an clomont of 24 I, Oth Harines,
1 probahly involved at loast a VO company. In recent

oM

slze
-~ t
on 3 Goto

yranten i

o
[ (‘4 (gs <t

vacks as en en increasze in the frequency of VO contucts, pertic-
wlarly in tho south snd souw mmst p ortion of the Da nang TA0URs however, ther
Wal no Mirmation of large VO s (Ba) moving in the vxcmit;r of the

J - M n o
M IREASLE

3 Mpu*y‘w Y :;\ ey EY Ty
..... ALy PACTLITY

simately 0009, 28 Cotebor 1963, a VC Forca
l' incl 1din:' sone pc.f::o“mel fron Yo

afimatad ot 0

SUlediiuwl WL J), aiud

= rih wo narty
lounohed a w(}ll planne  well coordinated abback on the Marble Mountnin
Ty on 0’%:%‘:.@1* Ve netivitles ot ithis ddime (sec paras z‘:sh 3),

AT T R e v d
& e ol ,;’.,‘ (%3 u-h..{..h '-ﬁu; »
L

s
38 gt
hig attack

4o ba part of a large sesle offensive operation
sndly forces during the night of /8 Cototer, The
ntoin ddr facility includeds: e

i*{:‘;ﬁd

&
!;

¥

(3.) The in‘-:"f:-‘a, tretion by three, posslbly foury VO demolltlon beeans,
comnosod of 10 men cachy into the Marine Alreraft Growp 16 helicopler

-

remp, snd the .a,“wmaﬁic legtructlon of hellcopters

(¥4

{2) The firing of morwrs, autematic wonpons and eanll erms fire
~oa oceunded by Mobile Cfenstruction Babtalion Mine by an ectimated

10 ¥C from the hizh ground 600 meters teo the north-northirosts
{3} Tho Infiltratior by' one, poassiily tw, VG demolition tm::a,
ruction as Ve S. Hovel
ings and other facilities.

(L) Tho firing of automable weapons end meall arms into the srea
ocounied by lobile Censtruetion Batbalion Birht

“te
{(3) Tho o of smell erms haressing fire into positioms occupled
+ LS T

by lst Zattellon, Oth Harines

2

T EATY

X 2 o b= B e PSR 2o g on s £ e
1o rining of the 1BR Just north snd south of the .m.«-lo ardde

¢ rocoived, it sppears that oll of thesc Insftenceg occured
ot rg o

L. i ] A I
oLiore LOI ar

& locabions ges TAT A

e Tnithisl i: ’1 "LJ}O

u c,,.u_a.,-c:* ahosid s i
e £ - 2. -{. " 4 R
from tho gres An tho vi BA

neing of LACD.  Albhort et Cong captivesn m

cotaed that thoy landed ab o point on nrroxhne azel" one ki :
north of the VAG-16 zrsa st 2,;’:33, 1% iz doubtfud that such a force coxﬁa
hove waved s Gigbenea of 45 kilaneters in thig time without being dstect-

‘-n

K’.
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-
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Hoval Advisory Croup xoporied no suspieious setivity in this

ring this pericds & more probable me thod of mfiltmi,ion, and one

I mwimulc‘xlly uu::;;orm the VO attock, i contalned in a repord
Lod Vang District Chiof from an sgont he rates 3/". This

s bhat ab 0830 27 Cetober, asproxinmately 300 men, plus

e’",a, wm girhted com:w frowm tm direcotion of Thanh Quit, LT 053635,
:.\ld lhm Dung;, B 0705'. At Khue Jong they split inko two

gt group embarked in smmens end wend wp the river o My Thi,
ua‘& northwest of 108G, Whe second group crossed the bridge

est of Mavble Fountain, BT 072702, and were equipped with one

w Uun, whioh fived ai ‘Lh@ flare shipe (Hee TAL. ‘“)

G Homorel Conduct of VU Oporation. {(See ﬂhT 4), Bassd on raportﬁ
receivad and on~tho-spot invesbipguiions, the following ds considerad a
cagonably velide 1‘uuU‘}‘itm70 ion of the goneral conduct of VW opar sbionge
afier exrival et ¥y Thi, a YO foree of approximsbely 90 &ssonbled on the

wharn Slm of ths ku.gh grosnd 600 moters o the noz-‘b wenorthwast of

point $he force split into the units which wers tacked

» minglonss i

@

) Unit nusber 1, estinate a ot syproximately 10 men, reusined
ion with the mission of tak ,c I0B=9 under morter snd subtomatic
rae Shis unit was armed with at lesst {two 60um morters and
niomatic weaponse For dstails sce paragraph 21

{2} Unit number 2, estimated at four 10emen toanws, moved 1200
L ¥

maters sc&.v; in defilade benind snd to the G**E«'ﬁ of the ¥0B=9 area, %o
a tree line vhich xuns west 0 esst tu the i
‘:{9 {“l'ﬁ

2o After moving to the

took edavantage of the aover afforded by the crest of the

30 & posidbion just opposite the MiGeld helicopter rany

The wnit then sulit intoe four groups, and three of these

(w16 aves, leanwhile saother l0-men $oam from this unit
2Ly arﬂm, erossed the ISR and aprrosched MAG-16

tiis bowm probably adncd the road north of HAGe16. Ior

is abback seoc paraegroph 2ece

&

5} Unit mwber 5, cstimated at approximatoly one or iwo lO-uan
2d with unit nusber 2 4o the Folle AT the poind, this unit
poved into the U, 3. H vrﬁ. ﬁo piml ares and, with covering Bmll ares
firsy sy 3”‘““c~u ; s ond fecilities dn the northemn
3;591‘3”;"710&1 of the Hovel ouzzi‘m}. s andy after blowing o hole in uef-onblw
wivs do the xere.«at, withdrew in that direction. It is feld that this unid
may also have nined the MSR south of the MAG-16 area. For detaile of

o T, o5 o ks v, o P . P PO "
this atteck see parazrarh defe

besinny

[

43 U”ni'&: nucher 4, cetimabed at 10 men, moved into positions to

/ ]
1; @ north and nortloast cf IUB~8 ond commenced to deliver s hoavy
reluss of five Into ”1“*:, area at C0L0, Thie fire continued intersmittently
um...l about 0300. Yoz debails see paragraph Ze.h.

SHCRLT
Enclosure (1)
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muther 5, estimnited gt 10 mon moved into positions to

est of ls'h Battrlion, 9th Marines, and commenced to deliver
» Tive ab 0008, fThis fire conbtinused infermitiontly

LY itlfns until 0045, For dotails soe prrssraph 2ede

zzod on reporis rscelved and onethowspot investie
hed u}u Ve su%h drow after the atback through the

of I0B-Y sres snd the U, S. Navel x-ogpzml BIGHe
baeod upon 4‘1% iEBO()VwIJ of g conamiderable number of
vhich led Irewm the mordar positions to the villag
:er.,rmw arnear o heve been L dx. by dragglng bodics
route of withdrausl le corroborated by ths saz

'1’0-1 Veng District Chis? comt—ammg infiltration.

in %Etfm repord is was furither indicated that, after the attack, the VO
withdzow o the vicinity of Khue Dong at iju, with 90 KIL/WI4s Vhen
they wore reassenbled theve, they came under artillery fire vhich resulted
in «n additional 50 KIA/WIA. The x‘ar Sl i‘ur*:;mr stated that the VO
continued o withdrew to lan Quon, BX 0356@&, snd Than Thuy.

%

Es

(See TAB3 & ang C)

L% approximately 0009 28 (ctobery the MiG-16 arca was abtocked
by sa egblimated four VG demolition teams, each with 10 men. Coordinated

11 arms snd sutomablc weapons flre was rocelved from two aroas)
wbely (,;0 mrm HEY, BD 0537475 ond 750 yerds EWy D¥ 0557435, Irom
cornor of the MiG-16 rape Though the faeility 4id not coms under
obunl mortar stteck, three 60mm rounds impected behind the tent line,
ons fell on the west portion of the plercod siteel plaricing mate .
e ore evalualed as wwsiwm From V0B=0 athscke The concurrent actions

A "

£ tho Dour besms for the dursbiom of the abiack can host be desoribed by
cabing e soparately, m:.n:* erbitravy numsricel desigmators. For
sphle .,.c*%,.a.un e ’“,.b

(2) ihe mochine gun bunker gusrding the meln eccess road was pud

ot setion by the grensdes of Teams 1 and 2, who were then renetrali
the -16 perimoters -

() Wosm 1 yrocecded north and wend through the Vi0-2 tent
snoces throwing gronadcse One VU was “4.11‘.d Yy ﬁ, on pufsonml in this
5 w*&:t*cu continuad north to the w16 Supply and Meintenance

' ), Wheze the VO comsonced & systomatio destruction
v hE ﬂn% 4 by placing or “‘lwowm,f
L«“schel ch‘,, ““s in or iar the sircrafte & Chinf
smom gtonding his redeovioc wzr‘tc*‘- in the resdy helicopter
working their way cast eoross the parking ramp the VO were
mbers of the orash crave u @ erach orev mnor ves killed in
uc:nu:.res and & eovering mechine gun tock the VO under {ir
i 2e (mo VO ran through & crash crow tunt ril,pmg cut ccman:!.-
cations wire gnd then went back cato the rampe ter moving through the

2

mmo« ure (1)

4
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w233 snd Hile36L, plocin
uthern end of the rasp, tholr atiemst to pet o
'mc‘-{ on the runvey was foiled by deferders betwoen the
Phe srosbest dostruction was in the initisd action

orgs latensity : rese Alsdnlehed
the UH~§4‘£}.

Y : o ks E = S et
('%3 } Toum 2 entered throvgh the - P63 and IF-3%351 maintensnoe

&e“"“cm‘ sl from these sgusdrons who were stending watoh took the
: "“*1‘5’&1‘.‘5 fire, hill:mr“ & mm wounding 2. & fow VO broba

& elthor goubh, or on throush to the r: to awment the

*"‘*‘iﬁ* derolitions, before eveniuelly withirsving to the

8 g 01 the j;m aress lLater uw'ﬂﬂotmn of the withdraval

routa Lo th ed blood Sf&.‘;.“ﬁi} and tracks of dwagging feet,

indicatins an wimoun muﬁaw i escening VO wounded.

i

v the abo va two stizck slemen
; phed to penetrate the
-",.th'du.'lﬂ& was complelely stopped
asction personasl whose inteonse
ade Two of the WIL later éisd.

¥C unit, pros ww"‘ly another team, wea observed
ny o gund dune to tho south of the helicoptor pmd.
boerved in this group, bub were romoved by the VO

u

- Eha agb)

.

120 n‘:f*n iﬂ mt taclk, incressed
Holleontera
J.n'E;c"“m'Lem%, gmalil
ong EOYD hour.

o,

G 6 EeS0 wabter truck gbruck
tha north of $he malin entrence
incidonte totaled one

i .Lg‘ 8629 yarde
! &:w and G230, Casualties 4
end % injured,

ol bedies belng drasged

hees bloody trails or i %
pouth from the alr fuciiity.

~"'-~f:c the facilitr zwo'%‘mbly
eleo 3 rere wm" or “‘auz' in 1
Wag nn imlividuﬂl t sok

da by the VG
e with esch

Enclosure (1)
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(e} Une of the watches (made in ’U’J:,‘n":) recovared from the
& dead VO was excetly one hour behind local time ab the time of :

(&) At least cue VO in one of the teams spoke English. VYhen

vin dowa by friondly fire he was heavd to sey "don't shooty don't
vhout, we sve frionds.! '

hw, (Capt Hoa) District Chiel, ugon exasinabion

veh wb on dhe novning of 25 Cobtober, made :
4 ¥ 4

.bV.ﬁ.LewJ.u‘Lu =3

o~ G t""‘s
o
{'
i

Le VO had *13. vorn vellow sives ot one times or the othex,
oi‘ v@llo.. sbaing on their feot., They hal not worn {tho rubler
£ loesd forves in t ho rosions becsuse thers was no evidonce of
; cnedir feet, iie concluslon, thersfore, wes that they
ular troops, and probably from the same unit.

2s iead holr of "‘e ¥e was 211l avout the samoe stare of

G ognd cu{; .uz the e menners wnothor indicetion that they were
from the spme unit. )

3o Cgllouses on hands asgcolsbed with panual lebor were | o

absonty therelore, i they werve guerrillias o local force,
4o
5o fGold-filled dentures ol Vi indicated that dental work

wove boen done forch Vietns

Se W common to MR elerenio.

rnaes were North Viet-

fa g e TEE e 5 s &% %
sation Wine (Sec T4B 4),

e < 0y S L T . w k
UTJ“J ST Gotoy """]‘K'y i
cprs five to tho westy; in b

an not comsidered

i
[
N
e
ok
‘" 3]

e

:-:c,“-c;.wsb the Toursne River,
a tsual occurrance in
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PROBABL® VC APPROACH Q&OUTE
TO MARBLE MOUNTAIN AIR FACILITY
'ifsa"'cg:m‘@' My THI,O

OHILL

/MCB 9@ MAG-16
A
75 N, USNH

"--.-

MCB 8

-
N
i

?
{
\

-

GROUP NO. I -~
IN SAMPANS _ﬂ
TO MY THI \

KHUE DONG Rl

I

GROUP NO. 2 OVER
BRIDGE TO POINT
SOUTH OF MARBLE
MOUNTAIN

SCALE: 1: 80,000
TAB B TO @NCLO%UWE (2)

' THANH QUIT
DEPARTURE DURING
27 OCTOBER 1965 SECRET |
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. DAMAGH TC UeBe BAVAL BOSIITRAL
ls 3 Locelving Vards 10075 Dastroyed*
. 7 A o T
Za  Gurgeory ML 1 , 1005 Degtroyed®
%o Keany Building - 1005 Dogtroyed¥
A T ] 3 %
‘j:, La"ijratﬁﬂy . \{)G‘d/ iﬁ&’ﬁ%r{)}f@d”
*
ey o o Ty '
5¢ uterilisex : 10¢% Destroyed®
6 S5 ca i S A T
o wurgery Hi 2 5 Donage
e X T f Damag
i+ Jharmagy , 570 Damage

8. Storage N Less than 57 Damage
Je Uoneraicor Stabion
411 elocbrical switching 1007% Destroyed
2 100 L Generabors 1007 Destroged
L 100 K Generator Damaged bub repairable
2 100 ¥ Generatorg Uparsble

# Holews o Duilding onlye Dows not refor to Lfoundatlon and concrete
£1o0w : -
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G 1» r"'r'mf«t@r defenge consirted of 15 machi mung nogitinns
A 13 corner of the camp arsund te the 88 corner of the
”’"*’”‘i'*‘.i.ci. Ixacu:u & un iUG‘itiGﬁf‘ were supmsnted by foob patrols

: ritionss 15 pers x@l vers involved with poriseter security,
g;cxtfunﬂl 25 parsonnel were assigned to internel security plus

)O versonnel involved vi&n U“EP*@ control. Dach squadron ras & PTQw

Y o 1

al compony deslennted as a ressrve forca, 411 unitg within
s eve connectad with powive alert systen, VAG-16 mulnbnins
iCuhLOﬁS with units in the complex by both radlo and wire.

4

"anre, 00 HaGe16 issuad
.
1o

EEe COGrﬁlh&tTO' flan on 10 Lut 65. Ehla ylﬂ“ was formudated

onk mmtusl interference, facilitate the exchuw of inforaation, and
5 mabual gupcort by coordinstiag and reinforeings {ields of fire
stanlisning special lines of communicetion. Thls plen in avolved
Bally U 5o Haval Doopital and Farine Mr Croup 16,
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YOB-9 DUENE

favel Vobile Counstruetion Batbalien & Defence plan envissres thrss

A :N
ganarate gtates of readiness, & 40 man pornmnent suard foree s debailed

.

within the babbalion. %his force lg responsible for manning the 10

n bunkers locabed on fho yorimeder wder norsal readiness condition

. vhon informgtion is recoived that eneyy sctivity is anticijated
rinster delonscs gre augmonted by two duby ssctions. Whese duiy seotions
brobon dnbo fire tesms which man the porimober bobwden the rovin bunker
ivionsg durdins porloda of voiveced vielbillty one mawber of each firve

nana o yoslidon on the pordmeter $o lnoure sishi contact adl the

L

&

rround.e

Undnr condition one {actual attmok) all persomnsl man thelr positicns
on the porimster minus those desiimatsd for roving internal zatrols,

dany cortrol and comagnd post duties.

An wndersround Commond fost has been conshructed and centoing bobh
; snd redio communicstions. A gound power systen linke all main
bunkors with tho Duty Ufficer mnd Duby Chief,

syt

A double apron fonce ig connlruolod conplately sround tho csasp,
outer barrier, Detwsen the

woerp ot

wond vive snd concertine form %

ginlie
outer ond inner barriers, the arca has been leveled and cleaxed. Foxe

kolos end olit trenchss are construcied adjecent to sll fonts and

SR LYt

buildinge throurhout the ares.

G=1
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ALED KINMIA 8

2, wnogrons, ordusncs snd eoudpment:

s

we | daloshnikev () assault xifles, 7.62mm

'..,!

Tokarel pistol M1933

2 U8, rietol ozl J45

n,

Sengelore torpadces

L 63

| i

Bed0 rocket lownchor with threo rounds

b. Approvinstely 30 peunds of personel eguipment and papers.

# O30 Towscrt of 4 Nov 65 indicated 20 VO killed, 25 VO missing, 34 VO
wounded in attack.

3238
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MADI S FCURSIALE ATR FACILTYY

1. Cegunlticsd

KIi: 4 (3 14C-16, 1 bﬁﬁ-g}

VIi: 108 (24 ¥i0-16, €4 ¥0D-9}
2e Ue e Addivowraly and eguipment logsen:

G Siroraft Instroved FHalor Damers  Hilnor fopuse

[

2
17

G . 13

Ul 34 ‘ &

LS T Ve

e Velicleg:

P50 Water Truok

o o

v422 Tk (Mighty Mite)

¥55 Cragh Truck

O
= O
O oo o O

23 Coa Truchk

c. ldnocellenoous:

"

15,000 square feet of natting destrayed.
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VO ATTACH OF GHU LAY &%

1. Trior Intelliresce Indiceiions. During the sash mémih there vers
i ErGUs low level repurts of unibs up 1o batt‘«.lian gizs movicg toward
Ghu L«V iv Although thore wore no specific or relinble rerurts soneoarning
g abtook of %m typo coaductod, this has alweye boen s veoognized VO
a;;‘biut Yo meports recolved provided mwrmwdtm o ﬁm a;.;,mxtnmta
tiua of o moveuent azained Chu Lads T

4tack ab Chu Loi f‘-ir,x wl{“!. v : ¥

fa  Dorersl. A apsréximately OGUL 28 Octcbar, B Vo forca eatiwmteu
% 15~2G, scaetrabed the Chu Led airiield snd launchwd a well-cooriinzted .
end woll-plarped atteck,  In view of the timing involved, it 1s belloved
that this M'E;ac";: wau ooordineted with the attack on ¥artle Founbale Alr
Teoility. At the tize of the attack, the fiocld wea in "L}fv rrobess of
ceovering alrcralte.

Ye VO infildretion., Although not donfirmed, it is welioved thet the
YO unit infiltreted the defonve wrimt@r fmm t’ta ncsr‘twesh

6e Conduct of the attucke (See TAH }.)

(1) after arrivel on the northuest end of runwar 32/14, the ndt
srarently split into bwe groupss One grovg eifsckod tho Vid-224 f1ipht
lirc, sotiing sotohel cher;es as thoy procecded wouth along the revotted .
sireraft. ¥Feler to tuo Liret exp lcﬁim, & mounboey of tha gagrd,
locaiod near “he north end of the parked aircraf* 1in da
TC, who recebod by throwlng s grenade &b the sontary ,
@x;lom snd the Yorine thea tried to fire hic riet gun, bub hed a ndslirve.
Lho V3 bhen tlowew & salchel chargs w} ich did not explede. Gronalies and
sutorabic weapons fire were then hoord along the i‘li' e line. One ¥O o
wee Wourded do this sros and ves m\m to withds nd escape seross the
runcay te the northeests Contlinuing south slong the #irht 1ine, the VI
blow ur an 54 uirorri‘ in the VAR-214 scolors A& sentry in the next ree
votront ocw, shoty and killed the VO croualied under ‘f;“.d.l ai‘ the ghruck
plane, Znother g ud gaw two more VO run west be : Aeees:
the mm.g, Joining with the woundmi V¢ who had r@amﬂ @:
throe VO were Later KIA. g e B w0 f

. & ‘ihe amon& grovy sppavectly went sout?
a‘“ hn runsy ead, ag the first explosion took pleca on the 7
thoy threw o ; rontde aoainsgt the back of the fonty
srew Look cover, bhey obesorved the W crosn the munwe
the orash orew area. When the orash orow heard tho son s fize wnd
ohsr-os oxplodings they set up & hasty dafonse around their tnm' and
vohiclog. 4n estirubod tires or Jour VU worw then geed ab u diptango
cof cnly 10 to 12 foob sway ooming east acwone the tunysy.  Upon onealng

rd Warard

" DECLASSIFIED
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SECRUT
fire, the VO threw a grensde or explomive chargae over the Marvines. Tt
hit the crash truck, oxploded and wounded oue of the ecrow and injursd
another. The VU thon broke and headed south, pursued by fire; onc VO
wag killed, anothor one was soen to fall. Ho was helped by & third VO
and thoy continued to withdrew meross tho runway %0 the scutbwenb, P
Pagsing a parked IVT and then over a hill.  Two daad VC wers lator found
beyond this point, end a wounded VG » Who later died, was captured

beaide the runwiye : G bl ES T R

;;5;;:. 3« Actions Imvolvine the 4ih Harineg

as A& G013 the Operations Wateh Officer hoard oxplosions and
sporadic suall aris fire. Upon investisation it was loarned Lron %4
Battalion, 7d larines, that a fire fight was in progross on the airfield.

be 4% COL5 Battery "OU of the Battalion frtillery Group reporbed
receiving small armg and rocied fire. At this time a flare plone was
requested from 3d Marine Division, and the Repiment went on 1005 alerts

0 4% 0016 & cell to MAG.12 indicated thet two A43's vere burning.
do At 0020 Company K reported receiving small armes firve.
6s it 0040 illwiinstion’ wag provided by 8lum and 4.2-inch mortars.

Lo 4t G105 34 Zatvtalion, 3Q Karinea, reported sdditional emall axrns
Iire was bolug received. _

ge AL 0106 JiLG-12 reported thoy had recoived 1 WIA and had acoownted
for 2 VO KIA and 1 VO W1a.

Ne it' QL0 Coupany C reported that they had accounted for 1 VG EKIA
at 0055, and had ocapiured one B-40 rocket launcher.

i. 4% OL30 a flaxe gulp roported on station and 34 Bettalion,
3d Larines, ascounted for 2 VO KIA and 1 VO WIA. .

Je AU GL50 Company K took five VG under fire &t the north end of
tho ‘airﬁelci. : '

ke A% 0245 Battery ¢ eocounted for L VO KIA,
Le At 0450 Company K patrol sccounted for 1 VG KIA,

me 4% 0625 3d Babtalion, 3d Marines sbarted & sweap operation to
KNational Houte 1, with no contaot. '

TAB Ar Sketoh of Attack
TAB Bs  Viet Cong Losses
Tal ¢t Ue Se Losses
P48 Ds  Dafonse Foaburs
TAB Bs Thotog
R
. Enclosure (2)
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| OHU JAY AIRFIZLD

1. Cagvanltien

I:Lﬁ-g 15 (9 }’:;_(}-12’ 6 5& PMDiV) e . *

*

WLA(WG)r 2 E

2. Vnavona, ordnance and efm:x;pmanig T
1 0. 5. Cale 45 platol ‘
4 Thonpson subemacshine gung
1 Fronch SMG
& TUR satohel charges (2 blooks = 200 grams)
5 THT catchol charges (3 blocks = 200 grams)
6 concusnion grenados
6 frogmontation grenades
1 B=40 rocket launcher with one round
ann

SRCRETD
TAB B TO HRECLOSURE (2)
Bl
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CHY LAY AIR«IRTD
1. Cnsusltieg |
Elis Q
Wike 1 .

2 Yo g ALECHAIM I ECUTHFMLT 105553
s —

ae Aivoraft Ugatroyed Yajor Damare  Hinor Jarara
ML 2 3 _ 3

be jHdocellaneoug
L Cragh truck damaged.

1 serology van damagod,

V' SRCRED
TAB 0 T0 BHOIOSURH (2)
G-l
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CHU LAT BASE
Dofangs POgmIeE

Phe defenee of the Chu Lai alrfield entails two distinet perimeters.
Gno, the outer porimoter, is ocoupled by & minimum of ops Infantry
battelion hesdquairters end two rifle oozt:ipanies. The gecend perimeter
is munned by yrovisiopsl componies orgaunimed from wit qu Yarine dir Group
12, 2d LAl En and iCBel0s ‘Twelve provisional companins 'oecury positions
deplctod on S4B D Thius porimeter ls uannad in verying degroes depending
on bie hour of the day snd the condition of resdiness reguired. Cone
ditlon fovr, get Quring deaylight hours, invelves one proviasionzl rifle
pletoon {rou each provisional company on an elart otobus to take position
on {the innor perimeter on 30 minute nrotlce. Whe couditions graduato
4o condition one, where provisionsl GOﬂydﬂiGS man all positions on the

dnner porinoior.

in addition to the perimeter defenses, 146 men are agsslgned to the
#isht Line ares on internal puard duties. In the asircraft parking area,
three men ave posted for every six elrvoralfte. During condition four,
one man is awako, the othor two asleed. -

L
{
£ ]
; i
[ A
o
;7
s .
. ;s
“":JJA - ¢
i ¢
;
-1
;i
£od
Y : | i P A 1
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S S TAB D TO BIOLOSU:R (2)
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APOQ 4209, 30 Cebober 1965 I cawps
STAFP w G2

N 614/0DT/ TR /TV/K

g

meran
% (_REPORT
T0: €3, ICPZ.

SUWECT: Initial report of 4 VO captured during tho enemy raid ab the
Mortle Mounteln airfield in tho night of 27 0ot 65,

I« In & rald over the USMC helicoptor eirfield im the Harble Mountain

area of Danang in the night of 28 Cot 65, 4 saeriously wounded VG weres

ceptured and are being attended in General Duy Tan hospiial. They aret

l. Iam Ba: native of Ky Tra village, Tam Xy dlstrict, Quang Tian
province; the nowly enlistod man wes an ammundtion carrier at 278tk VC Cos

%+ Iron Danh: native of Pho Nam hamlet, Iba Iieu Village, Quang i'am
province, Asst Idr of 2nd 8qd, 278th Co. ,

3¢ lguyen Thol: native of Themh Tmmg village, Dien Ban district,
Quang Nam province, private, 3rd Flt/278th Co,

4s Phom Thech: native of Thanh Trung villsge, Dien Ban district, Quang
Yort, private, Mortar FLL/278th Co.

All the VCCs wors fraam 278th RSappert o of (uong Nam & Danang,
II, Hore is the result of their iniitlal interrcgation.
Vountein Mrfidlg

as  Ablacking fopeg = Movement to the objective srea

1.

= 27€th Sapper (Speciel Opn) Co of Guang Pam & Danenz, with a
gtrength of 140 nen most of thaw native of Quang Ham, was reconily ectivated
end had boon trained sines these 5 montha.

: ~ It conpistod of 3 Sapper Plts and 1 Mvy Wpna P1E (60wn Yoriars
end s} and a reinforcament of 20 recruiteos still in breaking training
poriod and eiployed as emmunition carriers. :

« The unlé vas equipped with
2 moriars, 6%mn
2 G, oal, 30
the remginder 4n ARs gnd indlvidusl weapons,’
~ The Co was stationad in Thank Son avez {vic AT 040 630) in
Dien Ban districts _ _
] v ' ENCLOSIRE (3)
| XIN
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th 24 Oct 65, the Co moved to Nam Yo (area West of Ien Cnieuw), Tt
was from there that the unit skirted the ses line %o abtack the Maorhle
Hountain airfield, :

At 2719300, the V0 wdt left Ham Yon for Thong Tu, crossed Wahvay #1
end the railroad betwoon Xam O and Iien Giion,. o .

A% 2720130, the Co reached, the boach where 2 motarized boats and g
mmber of row Junks were kept ready to carry the unit, _

AL 2723130, the craft reached a polnt at 300 North of the Markle
Hountain and gained selected positions. ' :

be Dovelornent of the  attack |
The G waa hroken into 3 tommg for the attack,

~ Tean 1.
1ot PL4/278th Co (45 men) broke into the Uostern gide of the
MG Bn to hold down the unit., ' ,
= Team 2, '
2nd end 3rd Plba/273th (60 mon) broke into tho helicoptor
perking ares ang dostroy sircraft with banzalores znd grenades,
« Toati 3.
Hortar P1t set the 2 tubes of 60m ecal with 50 romds of
amunition on the My Thi i1l (vie BT.0534740) covored with
pine treea %o engage the USIC Ba,

_ Tnis 71 also sent 2 Sods t0 lay mines at the 2 ends of the
acphelted road sootion included into the objective area, a point cloge %o
the larile lountain, and the other one cloze to the Trink Minh The Stroed
bridse, %o chock the advance of SVH reinforcements that oould bs sent,
= Firs opening times "

feadiness at position at *724100 the attack order was. glven by menas
of the sccons round of mortar, S . - _ -

= Witharowel directions o S

Tho entire Co withdrew $o Kum Yen by the same way it came to the oméeﬁiv@

araste - ‘ , '
R mousum ()
| - xrIxm
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1. Acoording to VOCs statements, 278th Sappor Co was activated 5
menths ago and that wes the first time it was committed in Opeoration.
Moot of the unlt personnel consisted of local poople. It o true that
21l VGCg were goriously wounded and that were were still hindered in
foreing the truth out of tham. -'

It 18 suspected that the VO alitacking Co mipht be the Sonpor o
Iruyen Ven Trod that already relded our Danawy airfield and the Idon Chlew
FOL depote Tie VC cgptured in the rald over Danang adrficld stated he
bolonged to Co Nguyen Ven Iroi alias 275th Oo that was based at ¥em Yon
too. The same information was roleased by VCCs after the attack on lien
Chieu POL depot. This time, 273th Co almo departed from Naz Yon baseo
and went through Mem O Iden Gileu in a usual manver,

2, Tho fa ¢t that 1 VC Co moved from Ham Yen through Mam O and Iden
Chau to teke motorined boats mnd rowing junke kept ready at the boach ab
only 20330 revealed thatbs

« Toere sro many VO orgenizations muong the poople in the area they
wont thrcjaugh (érich made the past VO attack over Iden Gileu POL depod
foasable). , - ,,

- The local sceurity check (by RF, PP, Junk ¥Flotilla, Police, village
end hanlet adninistrations) was too loose or that VO Fifth Colwmists
bave been avallable in thelr orgenications. '

« Thé VG planned withdrswal on the sgme route of approach onee mors
confirned the strong beliel by the eneny on its orpanizations among local
peoplee The fact that o number of Junks md motorized boate wers Lept
recdy o carry them is one more proof of VQ strong orgenizations among
local people. '

3« Qur countrol on the sca is still loose a3 1 VO Co was cerried on
boots end junks om a long round voysee from Nam O 4o the Marhle Mowtain
without being dlsclosoed.

4e Tho quick executilon of the raid and the success in damoging a greab
mumber of airerszft showed the gecurate imformation that the VG can obisin
on. the disposition of the USMC unit In the Marhwle Mountain wp to the lash
minute before the attack.

It ip possible that V0 organizations are avatlable in the Varble
Hounteln area and they are clutching to USMC units for information. If ‘
they are oxistent, that must be among the individuals who have had sccess te
U516 oanps Jor trade purposs or are damlciliated close to the B militery

reservationsg. _ . -

e _ - ENCLOsRE (3)
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ihe guurd organlzed by the USMC unit in the aroa was not without raps.

G Tho VO rold over the Yarble Mountain baso waz sneclfied posaible in
10to on VO copaidilitica in the Danang area snd its surroundinszs?®
ICTZ.  Tho Momo was sulmiited o the OO and o MACV/ICTY asg well
ag bo III DAF some nonths spo. Tho onemy point of depariore, the movement
to clogo with the objective and the methed of oporation used by the VO

exactly L£it tho provisions of G-R/ICTZ.

7. IThe a~ove fagta lead my Section to the following econelusimm:
as I{ there is no closer control of the peopls living in th
villages of lios Vang distriet that surrownd Danang, the mecurity of this
eity is still wacertnin. Tho enenty has token advantage of owr loose
control ab the border line of Danang to seat their men in the city to
teke shelter, achivabe organizations for easy gheitling between Daneng
end its gwroundings.

As a resuli, the present security sliuation in tho villages gurrouwnding
. by ™ -

Donanz is rrolenetic and the lon Vang district Police cannot lay an
ef{iclent control.

Folico oporabions, if thoy are conducted, crunnot revegl VO treaces toG.
It is nocessory to aprly a nmothod sindlar to the one that hag been
enforced 3n citiese _

be It ig recommended to US and Vi forcos ovallable in Dmnang to
rrectlice coordinatoed operations dlong the oity beaches and the defensive
perizeter 4o toot our defensive method and ewstom and have a oloar idea of
onr dofenslve carabllitios end weaknesses. If we only relay on a paner
check wo bave not laid hands on the gapz and the same deficioncica are
probalde to ocntdinue, .

The zbove is sumitted to wyour consideration nnd declsion.
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