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/4 MARINE CORPS EYES ORNLY//

TO 63 FE1 MAF

SEGRET  EXQLUSIVE FOR MGEN WALT FROM LTOEN KRULAK. MARINE
CORPS EYES ONLY,S '

%4 § AM SENDING YOU A NEWSPAPER PHOTOSRARPH PROTRAYING

A GOLUMN OF V0 PRISONERS FROM OPERATION BLACK SNAKE BEING

MOVED UNDER USMC SUARD. THEIR HANDS ARE T TED BEMIND THEER

BAGKS, WHICH S OKe BEMIND THIS, HOWEYER, THEY ARE JOINED

BY A ROPE TIED AROUND EACH ONE'S THROAT. THE NEGK NOOSE ON
THE LELDING ONE 13 Bo1) R TARINE, AND THE LAST

OME i THE GOLUMN, LASBING BEHIND,

S _OBVIGUSLY CHOKING,

§ DON'T HAVE TO TELL YDU WHAT THE CFFECY HAS ®EEN ALREADY,
HERE IS A FPICTOR]AL STORY OF MARINES DOING JUST WHAT WE
CRITIGISE THE VO .AND THE ARVHN FOR DOING,

= AOME :

\

LES. AND THE PENALTIES
PROMESE AT ALLo
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SECRET EXSLUSIVE FOR MGEN wWaLT FROM LTGEN KRULAK. MARINE CORPS
EYES ONLY.

1. YOUR @61315/NOV 65 MAKES PLAIN THAT YOU ARE MORE THAN BUSY
MAKING READY FOR THE STORM, WHICH § AGREE (S SOMING, aND THE NEXT
DARK=OF~THE MOON LOOKS LIKE a VERY LOGIZAL TIME. NEEDLESS TO SavY,
I TOO HAVE PUT A LOT OF THINKING INTO THE PROBLEM AND, FOR WHAT
THEY ARE WORTH, WOULD LIKE TC OFF YOU SOME OF MY REFLESTIONS,
QUALIFY THEM, IN ADVANGE, BY SAYING THAT THEY ARE DERIVED FROM A
NARROW=MINDED STUDY OF HOW THE VIETMINH PERFORMED AGAINST THE
FRENSH. MY THEORY 1S THAT S@NGE THE SAME PEOPLE ARE RUNNING THES
WAR, AND SINGE THEY WERE SUSSESSFUL AGAINST THE FRENCH, THEY ARE
GOING TO TRY THE SAME DRILL ON US UNTIL WE CONVINCE THEN THAT 7
WON'T WORK,

2. FIRSY OFF, THE VIETMINH MADE THEIR GREATEST SUGSESSES AGAINST
THE FRENSH UNDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE THEY COULD FOREGAST,
AND THUS PREPARE FOR, WHAT THE FRENSH WERE GOING TO DO, THE FRENGH
REDOUBTS, THE FIXED POSTS ON KEY TERRA{N AND AT CANAL JUNGTIONS,
ALL CAME IN FOR A BEATING BECAUSE THE REDS HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO
STUDY THEM, AND TO PREPARE TO ATTACK THEM IN THE BEST WAY, WiTH
STRENGTH AND SKilLlL, THE FACT S, ON A FRONT OF THE LENGTH THAT THE
FRENGCH WERE ENGAGED, FROM THE RED RIVER 7O THE MEKONG, THEY COULD
NOT BE STRONG EVERYWHERE; AND THE VIETMINH KNEW 1T. 1T WAS JUST A
QUESTION OF STUDYING EAGH TARGET, AND CONGCENTRATING TO KNOSK 1T
OVERS

3. WHEN THE FRENCH WENT TO DI{EN BiEN PHU, THE ORDERS WERE TO KEEP
THE ENEMY AWAY FROM THE TwO A{RFIELDS BY VIGOROUS OFFENSIVE ASTION,
THEY EVEN GHOSE CGENERAL GCASTRIES AS THE JOMMANDER BESAUSE OF HES
CAVALRY BACKGROUND AND HIS ENTHUSHASM FOR THE OFFENSIVE AND FOR
MBNEUVER. AND MANEUVER HE D§ID - FOR AWHILE.

f//////////////////////’//////

4. AS Ting PASSED, HOWEVER, THEY BECAME MORE AND MORE CONGERNED
WiTH DEFENSE OF THFEIR CRITICAL AREAS, AND LESS AND LESS IMPELLED

-

TOWARD OFFENSIVE EFFORTS TO EXPOSE THE ENEMY'S STRENGTH, TO -
PENALI2E HINM AND TO THROW HiM OFF BALANGE. THEY PUT 4 PRODIGIOUS N\
EFFORT INTO DEVELOPING A DEFENSE SYSTEM BUILT AROUND TEN FORMIDABLE \
+-— - STRONG POINTS, AND TOOK COMFORT iN THE BEL!EF THAT THEIR ARTILLERY .
AND MACHINE GUNS WOULD GUT THE VIETMINH TO PIECES AS THEY BANGED ™
ACAINST THE FRENCH POSITIONS, \
ovE . N\
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5. BUT THE FRENCH ERRED IN TWO WAYS. FIRST, THEY PERMITTED THE
ENEMY TO BUILD UP HIS STRENGTH ALMOST UNDISTURBED; ~ AND HE DID

SO « SOME FOUR DIVIS{ONS, SECOND, THEY GAVE HiIM A GHANCE TO

STUDY THE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS IN DETAIL, AND 70 PREPARE A SCHEME
FOR CRASKING EACH ONE OF THEM. AND THAT 1S ULTIMATELY WHAT
HAPPENED. = THE REDS, UNIMPEDED, FILTERED QUIETLY {N AROUND THE
VITAL AREA. THEY WORKED JP PLANS FOR EAGH TINY PHASE OF THE
ATTACK. THEY THEY LET Fi.Y, AND DIEN BIEN PHU WAS DONE FOR. GENERAL
GIAP SAID THE FRENCH LIJKED THEMSELVES, AND | BEI.FEVE THEY DID -
BY TAKING THE HEAT OFF THE ENEMY, AND PUTTING ALL OF THE!R RELIANCE
iN THE DEFENSE WORKS,

N\

¢

6, § HAVE GONE THROUCA ALL OF THIS NOT TO SUGGEST THAT WE HAVE A
SITUATION COMPARABLE VO DIEN BIEN PHU, OR THAT WE ARE §N DANGER OF
FOLLOWING IN THE ERFONEQUS FOOTSTEPS QF THE FRENSH, BUT ONLY TO
UNDERSCORE THE BELI!LF THAT WHILE INTERNAL PROTESTION, LOCAL
SECURITY AND A STRONG AND COORDINATED GENERAL DEFENSE ARE ALL
ESSENTiAL, THEY AR NOT GOING TO DO THE JOB ALONE. THEY HAVE TQ

BE COMPLEMENTED BY A POWERFUL, INTENSIVE, WIDE-RANGING OFFENSIVE
EFFORT AIMED AT NOT JUST EXPOSING THE ENEMY, BUT ALL DESIGNED

TO HURT HIS LOGISTICS, CAUSE HIM CASUALTIES AND GENERALLY BLUNT
HIS BLADE.

7o WITH THIS IN MIND, | CERTAINLY APPLAUD OPERATIONS SUCH AS YOUR
BLACK FERRETT IN THE CHU LAl AREA, /AND § KNOW YOU ARE GOING TO
HAVE A FINE TOOYi GOMB EXPLORATION CF THE COUNTRYSIDE IN BLUE
MARLIN., WHILE TWZ VG RPT YC CAN CONGEAL QUITE A FEW SABOTEURS AND
SUIGIDERS FROM « PAINSTAKING SEARGH AND CLEAR EFFORT THEY WilLL
HAVE TROUBLE COICEALING LARGE STOIKSI OF SUPPLY OR LARGE FORCES
FROM THE BLUE MRLIN FORCES. LIKEWESE, IF WE AJGOMPANY QUR DEEP
CROUND ‘PROBEING PERATIONS WiTH HEAVY AJR INTERDICTION = DAY AND
NIGHT -~ OF EVER/ SUBPEQTED AVENUE (/F APPROAGH, THE VG ARE CGOING
T0 FIND §T MORP DIFFICULT TO PINPOINT OQUR MLR PCSEITIONS, AND THUS
MORE DIFFICULT TO ATTACK THEM EFFECYIVELY.

8o AND, LOOKIN3 BACK ON THE WAY THE VIETMINH PINPOINTED THE
FRENCH POSETIONWS, YOU MAY RECALL THAT THEY TUNNELED,
LABORIOUSLY, [OR MANY DAYS, UNDER ONE OF THEM, AND ULTIMATELY
BLEW §T UP, 1 FEEL THAT THE SIDS SHOULD BE ABLE TO WARN US OF
ANY SUCH ACTIVITY, IF USED IN A COORDINATED PROGRAM AROUND THE
AIRFIELDS. LIKEWISE THE REDS HAD SANDIABLE MODELS OF THE KEY
FRENCH DEFEMIIVE LOCALRTIES ~ SOMETHENG WHISH THEY COULD NEVER
HAVE BUILT, iF GENERAL CASTRIES HAD STUGK TO THE ORIGINAL
OFFENSIVE CO4CEPT, AND PREVENTED CLOSF RANGE OBSERVATION.
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9. | BELIEVE, WHEN THEY FEFL READY, THE VC WILL TRY TO DO THE
FOLLOWING:

A. BANG UP THE DANANG AND CHU LA! RUNWAYS, TO SCRUB OUR
IMMED{ ATE AIR SUPPORT CAPABILITY. THIS WOULD BE AN ARTILLERY/
MORTAR/SAPPER PROJECT ..

B. CONCURRENTLY TRY AND WRESK A{RCRAFT WITH ARTILLERY/MORTARS
AND SUICIDE TEAMS,

Co OVERRUN MLR STRONG PUINTS, GAUSE US HEAVY CASUALTIES, AND
GET TO THE AMMO DUMPS AND “UEL DUMPS3 USING iNFANTRY, SAPPERS,
ARTILLERY AND MORTARS, -

Do ESTABLISH AMBUSHES T0 TAKE ON FORGES REACTING FROM ALL THE
FOREGO! NG,

1%. IN ADDITION TO ALL YO© ARE DOING ALREADY (AND § KNOW §T §S
CERTAINLY WISE AND §NTENSIVE), HERE ARE SOME THOUGHTS ON AGTIONS
WHICH MBGHT HELP: | ’,/’

Ao CONDUCT MAXIMUM Ni2AT TPQ=-1ff MISSIONS ON SUSPESTED CONCEN=
TRATION AREAS OR MOVEMEN' ROUTES.
' B. ESTABLISH COASTAL AND RIVER FRONT SURVEILLANCE OR GOAST
WATCHER TEAMS ON THE TCURANE RIVER AND ALONG THE BEACH FROM v
MONKEY MT. TO MARBLE Mi. UTILIZING ANTPS~21 AND !NFRA=RED,

Co PUT PRESSURE ON /DMIRAL WARD TO STEP UP, TIGHTEN UP, AND
OTHERWI SE DEVELOP AN EFVECTIVE INSHORE PATROL OPPOSITE MONKEY
MT. = MARBLE MT. PENINSULA AND ON THE TOURANE RIVER. EXTEND THE
JUNK CURFEW TO THE CO#GTAL AREA, IF §V DOFS NOT ALREADY APPLY. Lf”/
ESTABLISH A UnS. INSHO/E PATROL AND COAST WATGHER SYSTEM AT
CHU LAt _

Do INITIATE AZTION BY MACY TO PLACE 852 STRIKES ON THE HAPPY v
VALLEY AND ELEPHANT /ALLEY SANGTUARIES FOLLOWING UP WITH BATTAL!{ON
SIZE HELIBORNE SEARNII AND DESTROY OPNS. DO THE SAME ON THE APPROAGHES
TO DOXA.

€. ASK FOR TIGHTIR AND MORE STRINGENT CONTROLS OVER RM KNUDSEN P’//
EMPLOYEES AT DANANG AIR BASE AND AT JHU LA, ELIMINATE THE USE OF
CIVILIAN LABOR BY (HE SEABEES AT MARBLE MOUNTAIN AND AQOEPT SOME
TIME-LAGS IN ASSOMILISHMENT OF PROJECTS.

Fs CHECK COMMUNIGATIONS WITH TF 77, AGAINST THE MOMENT WHEN YOU ,///
MAY NEED SOME QUIZK GAS FROM THE CARRIERS. {1 PLAN TO SPEAK TO
GINGPASFLY ON THIS).

11, CALL ME IF YOU THINK OF ANYTHING YOU NEED. WARM REGARDS.
GP=4
TOR [ W=D

19/83350 T AES
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TO CC §1§ MAF
CONFIDENTIAL PERSONAL. FOR MAJGEM WALT. MARENE CORPS EYLS ONLY.
Ao YOUR 1206307,

1o SEVERAL ASPECTS OF REF A IMPRESS ME,

2, FIRST, WERNDON®S REPORT &F DIMINESHED SECURITY FOR THL
PEOPLE 1S BELIED BY FAGTS EMANATING FROM § CORPS, USCM, AND
‘MACY ., THE QUESTION THEM 1S, WHO GAVE HERMDCON THD IDEAT MY

SUSPICION =

3a NEYT BD
AND REPUGNAMCE AT
THIS, 1§
DETECTED aNY
HAS ANY MEMBRER
i HAVE SEEN
"’\R Q\.LEAS
HERNDON GET THMIS

UNREPRESENTAT TVE DFFICER 0R MAN,

THE MATTER OF
THE
YOUR CHAIN OF COMMAND .
CAM ONLY MAKE
OFFICER D18SATISFACTION AT
OF MY STAFF
NO RESIGNATIONS
FROM ACT §VE '
IDEA? MY SUSPICION = A D!SGRUNTLED

S”HrPnDY WHO O0ES NOT LIKE MaRINES.

CER DIgBATISFACTION,
THROQUGH
THAN § FOR TH

HaVE NOT

TRIF: NOR

Pr CASEa SECOND

-REPORTED JUNIOR OFF!
ALLEGED CIVILIAN CARMAGE . YOU,

CERTAITNLY HAVE BETTER FEEL
’7'?820\/»!? ’\éf.w i k"}ﬁSiq .‘,J
ALL, O
o THE REVERSE 4AS'GEEU
OR REQUESTS FROM JUN
QUESTION THEM

-A-

¥ Lal

( z“‘l
B SHL LN g
on

FOR

15,

OF WHOM THERE MUST

Pe\ F' l\.y
bo THENM, ON THE QUESTION OF CASUALTIES TO CIVEILIANS DUE TO OUR
ACTIONS. THIS 1S OBVIOUSLY S0, N SOME DEGREE, THEY ARE CtR;A;Hev

SQUARELY
INVNLVEMENT o
VERICLES ETC,

WE

- IN THE MIDDLE COF
HaVE CaUSED
THE QUESTION 13

THE WMTTLE.iELD AND CANNGT
SOME CASUALT ar~ BY WEAPONWS ERRORSg
THOUGH,; ARE THE PEDPLE BEYTIR OR

KNOWS THE

WORSE OFF, ON TRE wHOLE? WE uNGU THE - ANSWER . GLEMN THSE
ANSWER, AND HERMDON 0aN GET THE FACTS T0O0, IF HE NAN!y THEM, WE

HAVE BROUGHT PEACE
WILL

To 4 LY OF
SACFIFICE GREATLY

PECPLE AND THERE ARE OTHERS WHO

TO OHAVE THE SAME TRING,

5. TRULY DISCUIETING IS THE REPORT ON WADE WHO, ? SHOULD JUDGE,
WOJLP FE THE ONE T0 A8518T YOU, RATHER THAN JOIN IN A FRIVOLOUS

=3t
ATTAOK,
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T 1S FLOUNDERING, AND THUS HE MAY POSSIRLY BE OF SOME WELP TO YOUS

- o

Il Marine Amphibious Force
FPO Son Francisco, Colifornio 96601

J/MARINE € ORPS EYES OWLY//

6s 0§ DOUBT IF VESTY WILL LIKE HEARING THAT T HE OVERALL EFFORT

MEAMWHELE , AND COMPLETELY OFF THE RECORD, § AM SEEKING ADVICE
AND HELP FROM BNB MILLER. MY POSITION WITH HIM {8 THAT Wi COULD
NOT OBJECT TO HERNDON PRINTING THE TRUTH, BUT HIS ALLEGATIONS

IN THIS CaSE, ARE WRONG, NEVERTHELESS, IF THEY SEE PRINT, THERE
HAS TO BE S0ME RESIDUAL £aD EFFECT ON THE U.3, EFFORT, EVEN F
92 PERCENT OF wHAT HE SAYS S SUBSEQUENTLY PROVEN IMCORRECT.

I witt KEEP YOU ADVISED. PLEASE DO THE SAME.

GPmd : ,

~
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BT
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PERSONAL FOR MGEN FIELDS INFO LTGEN KRULAK, MGEN WADE, MGEN WALT,
COL BURNEYT FROM MC CUTCHEON

SLF HMM UH1E AUGMENTATION (U)

To QUESTION OF AUGMENTING EMBARKED HELO SQUADRON WITH UM1E MELOS
HAS BEEN REOPENED. BELIEVE ALGON AGREE THERE WILL BE TIMES WHEN
SLF HAS REQUIREMENT FOR SMALL NUMBER OF UH1TE'S FOR A LIMITED
PERIOD OF TIME TO SUPPORT SPECIFIC OPERATION., FURTHER BELIEVE
.-uON AGREE PREFERRED SOLUTION (S TO PROVIDE AUGMENTATION FROM
MAW RESOURSES. ALTHOUGH UHTE ASSETS ARE LIiMITED AND FULLY
EMPLOYED, WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PROVIDE REQUISITE SUPPORT.

2o SINCE FMAW 1S OPCON TO £10 MAF UNDER MACY, IT 1S DESIRABLE
TO INFORM MACY PREIOR 7O SUCH AUGMENTAT{OW &ND GET HIS CONCURRENCE,.
FOLLOWING PROZEDURE RECOMMENDED:

Ao GYG 78,5, AFTER COORDINATION WITH CTG 76,5 AND FMAW, INFORM
TF 79 OF REQUIREMENT TO INCLUDE NUMBER, DURATION, PURPOSE AND
DATE REQUEIRED.

Bs CTF 79 NOTIFY CG FMFPAC WHO WILL IN TURN NOTIFY CINCPACFLT.

Co CINCPACFLY TO STATE REQUIREMENT TO COMUSMACY [NFO ALCON AND
INDIGATE FMAW GAN PROV{DE.

CP=d
BT

Ton | COURIER
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S EGRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN WALT FR(
1o WE NEED A SIMPLE WORD~CODE, TO MAKE OUR UNJL,
GUNVERSATIONS MORE USEFUL. LEV®S EACH OF US f
WALLET WITH A FEW KEY WORDS THAT WE MAY NEFD

CAMOUFLAGE SOME TiM[ .

2. AS A STa Ry, MAKE THE

o (4
UANANG=V/H! SKEY
CHU LAl<-DOG
PHU BAl=-BUI K
MARBLE MOUNTASN-KI NG
Be PEOPLE,
WESTY=RUM
GEN THI-SHOTGUN
AMBASSADOR=-DANGER
ROSSON=TRAZTOR
MOORE~HORSE
DEPUY-GAMBLFR
G. UN
b MAF-CADDIL AS
MACV=BLUEBELL
ARVN-BULL
RF=AJES
PF=-QUEEN
i CORPS-ALASKA
D. MiSS

BT ACK=SOUPBONE
\\\Eﬁ=a*

LiSTs

~

DEFEND-HUNTER
KILLED-BAROMETER
WOUNDED-MERJURY

,./\1
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RUMNEF/CG THIRD MAF

ERSONAL -FOR [MAJGEN WALT FROM MAJGEN WABEZ
. HAVE SCHEDULED TW0 DAY VISUT YOUR COMMAND ﬁRRIVING eee LONAL,
2z N0V AND DEPARTING £8024 LOCﬁLQ 24 NOV,SMY PARTY WILL INCLUDE
1 LTCOL, t MAJ, 1 CAPT, 1 SSGT AKD 1 CPL. ‘ILL'HAVE LUNCH
ABOARD ALRCEAFY ON 22 NOV« P :
Za DESIRE VISIT HEADGUAKRTERS DANAN
INFORNMAL DISCUSSIGNS. FOLLOWING 109
As CURRENT ACTIVITIES,
Bo PROBLIEM AREAS IN WHICH MY Ha MAY ASSIST

T
B
CORF IDENTIE AL
P
i

G, PHU BAI AND CHU LAI FOR
isr -

=

PAGE TwW) RUPABGL Z2pA C O N F I D E T I &L

C. EFFECT OF COMUSMALY NEW c&z PROGEAM ON XrE DANANG TRANSIENT
FACILITY :

D, EE %ELUPMLNT OF PLAKNS OR RECOMMEWDATIONSSFOR HANDL ING SURFACE
ROTATION DRAFTS FROM RVN IN THE FORTHCOMING MONTHS.

E. ROTATION OF HNMM BETWEER FUTEMA AND DANANG.D
Fo. DUSCUSS PROELENS ENCOUNTERED IN HOTﬁIYON OF /7% AND 273,
GP=4 :
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MCB REQUIREMENTS (U)

To UNDERSTAND THAT THE CLIMATE MAY BE RIPE AT THE WASHINGTON

LEVEL FOR THE EXPANSION OF NAYAL GONSTRUGTION FORGES

PROVIDE "ADDITIONAL MCBS. 70 PACOM. MOWEVER, THE PROJ
STALLED BECAUSE DETAILED JUSTIFIGATION 1S LACKING F
CINCPACFLT.

TO
ECT 1S
POM

2o PLEASE GIVE ME YOUR VIEWS. AS. 70 THE REQUIREMENT FOR
AUDITIONAL MCGBS TO SUPPORT ADVANCED BASE CONSTRUGTEION N

THE 11§ MAF AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY. TEMPER YOUR EST
REALISTIC APPRAISAL OF COMTRACTOR EXPANSION CARPABIL!
THE FAGCT THAT AN EXPRESSION OF REQUIREMENTS WiLL DO
TO BE JUSTEE TED IN DETAlL.
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THE AYTACHED “VOP SECRET"™ MESSAGE GONTAINS INFORMATION QF wH|oH
THE SESURITY ASPFJT {5 CONSIDFRED PARAMOUNT, THE UNAUZE;?%ZED
DISGLOSURE OF THIS INFIRMATION wWOMLD CGAUSE FXCEPT(ONA RAVYE
DAMAGE TO THL NATICN, THE SPESIaL HANDLING AND GUSTODY OF THIS
MESSAGE MUST Bf FXATRSISED IN AGCORDANGE WiTH THF MAVAL SEQURITY
MANUAL FOR CLASSIFIFD MATTFR=-~0PNAY INST, 551,18,
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(YD 2944), 8Q6aH BN VIC (VD 1832) AND 8@8TH BN VIG (YD 2533) 804TH
BN VIC (/D 1443) AND A POSSIBLE PAYN BN HAYE ALL BEEN REPORTED IN
THIS AREA AT SOME RECENT TIME.
Eo ANOTHER WAY TO LOCK ON WITH THE VG MIGHT BE TO TRY AND ENGINEER
SOME FORM OF ENTRAPMENY, ENTIGING THE VG, BY INTELLIGENGE LEAKS,
TO GOME DOWN AND ATTACK US OR THE ARVN (N A POSITION THAT WE MAVE
LOSDED FOR BEAR. PERHAPS & TRAP MIGH! BE LAID AV A PLAGE LIKE HIEP
DUG, WHICH §S NEAR ENOUGH 70 BRIMG ALL OF OUR POWER 10 BEAR.
Fo OPERATIONS IN HAPPY VAl LEY MIGHT BE FRUITFULe THE DANANG JNDEPENDENT
BATTALION IS SUPPOSED TO BE LOCAVED VIG (2C 9868). SUSH A THRUST MIGHT
HAVE A SPOILING EiFFECT RELAYED 70 VHE NANY BEPORTED ATTACKS PENDING
AGAINST OUR AIRFIFLDS. OTHER PNSSIBLE SPOILING ACTIONS COULD BE
AGAENST THE U/] BN WHICH [S SUPPOSED {0 BZ AROUND (BT #966), ON
THE TTH BN VIC (AT 9953) OR THE FORGES wHiCH MAY BE IN THE VICIMITY
OF HAl VaN PASS..
Go. ANOTHER AREA WHICH M!GHT CONGEIVEARLY GIVE PROMISE a5 A PONTENTIAL
OBJEGTIVE LIES SOUTHWEST OF THF GONFLUENGE QF THE SONG V4 GAl AND
SONG THU BOM RIVERS. A SIZEABLE FORGE LANDED ALONG A LINE FROM ABOUT
(AT 835348) TO (ATSTHSY8) COULD DRIVE MORTHEAST [NTO THE CUL-DE-SAD
FORMED 87 THE RIVERS, AND JUST POSSIBLY THAP SOME VC. THERE 1S AN
UNFDENT IF3ED BATTALION AND SEVERAL SMALLER UNITS SUPPCSED 10 BE IM
THIS VICINGY Vo
Ho. IN VIEW OF THE CONTINUING COMTACT [N THE SOUTHESRN PORTION OF THE'
DANANG TAOR, ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE MIGHT BE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF QUR
[PMIBIOUS GAPABILITY. BY PLANNING AN CPERATION IN THE HOI—AN AREA,
URERE PHASE 11 OF BLUE MARLIN WAS ORI GINALLY [NTENDED. AN OVERLAND
YUCUPMENT OF A BLOCKING FORGE FROM THE NORYH MIGHT BE COMBINED WITH A
HEL ICOPTER MOVEMENT [NTO POSITIONS ON THE WEST THE #.29S cOULD BE
MLONG THE VENH DIEM RIVER, SOUTH TO THE SONG YU GIA RIVER HORING
70 TRAP THE VYO INSIDE THE AREA BOUNDED BY RIVERS AND SEA AND THE
BLOGKING FORCE.. YARIATIONS. OF YHIS COULD BE (1) THE SAME PLAN
Wi THOUT THE AMPHIBJOUS FDRGE, BUT USING LYTIS IN A SHORE-TO-IMORE
MOVEMENT, OR {2) THE SAME PLAN WITHOUY A SEA LANDED FORGE, SWEEPING
FROM [NLAND TO THE SE4s
bo } NOTE THAT YOLR ORDERS TO SUBORDINATE UNITS, SINGE THE ATTACKS
OF 28 OCTOBER, HAYE REFCARED TO LIMITING PATROLS=EXCEPT BY RECON
UNSTS=TO SOME 29730 METERS FORWARD OF UMIT POSITIONS. § AM SURE YOU
INTEND THAT THIS RESTRICTION SHALL LAST FOR ONLY THE TIME NECESSARY
TO0 STREMGTHEN YOUR SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS, AND THAT YOU PLAN TO RESYRE
THE CONSEPT OF DEEP [NGURSIONS, BOTH LARGE AND SMALL, IN ORDER TO.
KEEP THE VG FROM MOVING M!S STRENGTH CLOSER TO OUR GRITIGAL INSTALLA-
T10NS..
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4o YTHESE ARE JUST (DEAS. — NOTHING MORE « WHIGH ! OFFER FOR YOU

TO OONSIDER.. YOU DO NOT HAVE 70 AGREE WITH ME. )} WELL REALIZE THAY
§T 15 YOU WHO HAVYE THE RESPONSIBILETY, AND WHATEYER YOU DO GEVS
MY 10¢ PERCENY BAGKING. NEVERTHELESS, | WOULD BE DOING LESS THAN
MY BESY IF | DID NOT TRY AND MEASURE THE OVERALL CLIMATE FOR YOU,
AND TELL YOU HONESTLY HOW §T LOOKS TO ME} AND THE WAV [T LOOKS 18
THAT UNLESS WE REGISTER SOME SUBSTANT AL- OFFENSIVE AGTEON WE MAY
SUFFER IN THE PHASE (! DEPLOYMENT PICTURE. WARMESYT REGARDS,
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ssamr WITH SECURITY OF AMD PACIFICATION WITHIN 1)) war A%
C, INCREASING SCALE OF AIR OPERATIONS RELATED TU A AW o AdJve,
N0 10 PARTICIPATION IN OVERALL MACY AlR PROGRAMe
| Bn CORHWE?FULFILMI OF_LOGISTIC Respous iaibl T4y AdsiGngd.
20 YGU H“\.L RE;ALL MT On OCCASION OF DUR CONVERIATION 1Y SH
18 WGUST WE DISCUSSED ADEQUACY OF LJSISTIC SUPPORT o M) ridrs 1T
ASWMY INDERSTANDING THAT YOU LOOKED WITH FAYOR OH A STUUL 8086 Ll
FICATED AR0VE TO PROVIOE JUSTIFICATION For posslale ACTION TO.
TRENGTHEN LOGISTIC SUPPORT CAPABILITY.
3¢ IN LIGHT OF FOREGOING, WULD APPR: CIAT)!(}Jﬁ‘; SAREAT g
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1.1 HAVE READ YAUR MESSACE {n AMSWER TA my |ETTER O EYPANDING
VL TuC SCPPE AF 110 VAR APERATIANS A | CarpSa | CMSIDER THAT YAUR
EROPASED PRAGRAN IS REALISTIC AMDE wnVINE N TUE R EHT DIRFCTI MW
7, MFTER TUuF ATTACK IM ve DUC DISTRICT. | AM u~DE TUAN FVER
SV RCED TUAT WED MUST PPERATF AGCRESSTVELY TURAIGHAUT TUE CPRPS
AREA AT TUAT RY S Dopse WE WHLE vAXE | n veRE DIFFICULT FOR
CTUR WL TH MARSHAL TUFIR FOPCE FrR SHCW ATTACKS, ‘AL THAIGH | REAL [ F
) JUAT TUE ARFA Tn RE COVERED 1S LARGE AND TUR(R SKIL! In ASSEMBLINE
' FR THFQF ATTACKS 1S VERY MirH.
3. | WAS | ¥PRESSED W) TH THE RAPINITY WlTw Wil CH YAl REACTﬁD [N
) TUNS APERATIAN AND | WAULD HOPE TUAT YA WL RROBLE T WARK QUT
CWITH ] CPRPS A Frew nF PRSI T AFTER Sy ATTACKS AIMER AT INTERCEPTING
M PESTROYING THE ATTACKINE £PCE
L. YOUR NEW LETTRR OF [NSTRIICTI M a0 CATES WoRE CLEARLY THAN REF(RE
$HFUR RESPAVSIRITITIES FrR ASSISTING TRE | CrRPS (AVVANDER [N
EEEMDIMC CRVERNMENTAL CENTERS AT N REJTyIMr a0 REPMEPPCINME ARVv
RIRLY meE ATTACK
CEL L A CAMYINCED FRIOM THE THRUST of -YefiRr vESCATE TUAT YA
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