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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
III Marine Amphibious Force
Danang Air Base, Republic of Vietnam
LEWIS W, WALT
Major General United States Marine Corps ’
Commanding

Command Chronology for period 1 December - 31 December 1965
Chief of Staff Col Geoxrge C. AXTELL, USMC
Deputy Chief of Staff Col Howsrd E. WERTMAN, USMC
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1 Col Don W. GALBREAITH, USMC
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 Col Leo J. DULACKI, USMC
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 Col Edwin H. SIMMONS, USMC
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 Col Harold A. HAYES, USMC
Assistant Chief of Staff, G=5 Maj Charles J. KEEVER, USMC
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-6 Col Elmer G. GLIDDEN JR, USMC
Supply Officer Col Howard G. '.L‘AFT, USMC
Force IEngineer LtCol Lester G. HARMON, USMC
Communications - Electronics Officer Col Frederick C. DODSON
Adjutant LtCol Burton L. LUCAS JR, USMC
Base Development Officer ILtCol Charles F. LANGLEY, USMC
Comptroller Capt Wilson A. VOIGT, USMC
Chaplain Capt Francis L. GARRET, USKN
Combat Information Bureau Mzj Dean C. MACHO, USMC
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Director, Command Center

Food Services Officer
Headquarters Commandant
Legal Officer

Force Surgeon

Motor Transport Officer
Ordnance Officer

Protocol Officer

Provost Marshal

Special Services Officer
Transportation/Bubarkation Officer
SUBORDINATE UNITS

3d Marine Division

18t Marine Aircraft Wing
Force Logistics Support Group
34 Battalion, 9th Marines

Tth Engineer Battelion

9th Motor Transport Battalion

5th Communications Battalion

LtCol Joseph V, MC LERFON, USMC
LtCol Henry G. ROBERTS, USMC
Maj Anthony J. PALONIS, JR, USMC
Col Vernon A, PELTZER, USMC
Capt William A. WOLFMAN, USN
LtCol F. W, KILLIAN, USMC

Maj Welter F. BOWRON, USMC

Maj Ernest H. GRAHAM, JR, USMC
Maj Howard L. BARRET

Col Edwin G, WINSTEAD

Ma]j George F. CRIBB

COMMANDER

Ma jGen Lewis W. WALT, USMC
BGen Keith B. MCCUTCHEON, USMC
Col Mauro J. PADALINO, USMC
LtCol William W, TAYLOR, USMC
LtCol Ermine L. MEEKER, USMC
Maj Joseph F. JONES, USMC

LtCol Hercules R. KELLY, USMC

Average Monthly Strength

USMC
OFFICER  ENLISTED OFFICER
2440 35,357 424

TOTAL

ENLISTED

6,087 44,318
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" PART TWO

e IGNIFICANT EVENTS
I. INTRODUCTION

A. General. During December 1965 III Marine Amphibious Force
Headquarters was located at coordinates (AT 994754) vhich is 350 meters
west of DANANG Air Base in the Republic of Vietnam, adjacent to the lst
Marine Aircraft Wing Command Post. All forces under operational control
of III }AF were located in the I Corps Tactical Zone, III MAF continued
to grow as personnel strength increased from 43,955 to 44,318 in December.

B. Activities. IIT MAF continued operations in the accomplishment
of the objectives established by reference (a). . The most significant
operation during December was Operation HARVEST MOON. Also significant
was a 40% increase in minor operations over the month of November.

IT. OPERATIONS

A. General. The continuing objective of destruction of VC forces
was accomplished during the month by oonducting three major operations,
and increasing the number of minor operations conducted by 40%. The
statistical guage of success of these endeavors was a 200% increase in
VC casualties over the previous month. ‘

B. HARVEST MDONW

1. General. Operation HARVEST MOON, a coordinated ARVN/USMC
operation in the VIET AN/QUE SON area was ‘conducted between 8 and 20
December by forces consisting of a » battelion US Marine Task Force, and
3 ARVN battalions, supported by air and artillery units. The operation
covered over 1500 square kilometers of ruggeéd hills, flooded paddies and
swollen streams. Four B-52 strikes were oo¢nducted during the operation,
two of which were exploited by ground forces. . During the final stages
of the operation, a well planned, but unsuccessful ambush and attack
against a road column of the 2d Battalion, fth Marines indicated thad
the VC was still determined to resist operations in areas of critical
importance. The quick reaction‘of‘E/Y’and their aggressive offensive
action, resulted in 105 VC 'KIA with only 11 USMC KIA, 72 WIA and 2 DOVW.
The full details of this ambush are provided in enclosure (10).

2. Innovations. Unique tacticallaspeqts of the operation
included:s _ ‘

a. Employing an ARVNYRec0mnaisaénce Company with a USMC

Infantry Battalion.

Pl A
T o K
“Nci_ ek wid L H ‘hm
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b. Helilifting 105mm howitzer by dismantling and loading
in UH 34 helicopters.

o. Establishing a tactical logistical support area (LSA)
which was supplied by truck convoy and from which units were resupplied
by helicopters.

d. Employing close air support during weather conditions which
previously guaranteed VC sesurity from air attack.

e. Employing B-52 strikes in direct support of ARW/USMC
operations.

3, Results. The quantitative results of Operation HARVEST MOON,
are shown in Table I. VC staging bases were also destroyed and the 1lst
VC Regiment and the 195th/519th PAVN AA Battalion were reduced to approx-
imately 50% of their former effectiveness. The details of Operation
HARVEST MOON are presented in enclosure (2).

D4BLE I

VIET CONG CASUALTY RESULTS

KIA BY: CONFIRMED POSSIBLE

GROUND FORCES 314 327

MARINE AIR 69 284

SAC 24 ==
407 611

POSSIBLE WIA - 100

WEAPONS
INDIVIDUAL - 95

CREM SERVED - 13

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

10,000 RDS SMALL ARMS AMMD 3 PONS SALT

86 MORTAR RDS (60MM AND 81MM) 500 POUNDS SUGAR

14 CASES .50 CAL AMWD 400 POUNDS SOUP MIX
SECRET
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LARGE QUANTITY HAND & RIFLY CRENADES 125 GALLONS FUEL

45 TONS RICE 500 FLASHLIGHT BATTERIES

1,200 GATLONS FISI SAUCE 3800 METERS CLOTH

40 BOLTS UNIFORMS CLOTH 600 COMPLETE UNIPORMS

20 ROLLS BROWN PLASTIC 9 BICYCLES

4 AN/PRC-10 RADIOS 1 AN/PRC-9 RADIO

1 AN/PRC-6 RADIO 5,000 METERS COMMUNICATIONS WIRE

C. Other Operations. In addition to HARVEST MOOK, two major oper-
ations, both one day battalion-size, and 10,458 small unit operations,
resulting in 463 contacts, were conducted in December. This was an in-
crease of 2461 operations over the November total. Table II shows the
small unit actions by type for December, The number of VC contacts during
these operations increased from 250 to 463 in December., Of particular
gignificance were the 90 VC initiated contacts during the Christmas truce
period (24-27 December) when US forces were not initiating contact.

TABLE TI

TII MAF MINOR ACTIONS - DECEMBER

Patrols Search and Destroy Ambush Listening Post Scout Sniper Total

4264 129 3078 2769 218 10,458

D. Air Support

1. Fixed Wing. III MAF provided fixed wing aircraft during
December as indicated in Table III.

TABLE IIT

IIT MAF PIXED WING OPERATIONS DECIMBER 1965

TYPE SORTIE UNIT SUPPORTED
III MAF ARVN 2D AD TF 77 TOTAL
Helicopter Bscort 129 363 . 492
Interdiction 617 425 1042
Landing Zone 55 , 55
Preparation
Close Air Support 549 119 668

SECRET
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TYPE SORTIE UNIT SUPFORTED

Photography 70 2 70
Other 46 48
Non Tactical 8l 54 81
Escort 8 54
Air Defense 314 8
Steel Tiger 314
Electronic Counter

Measures/Electronic

Intelligence 16 12 88
TOTAL 1547 907 454 12 2920

2. Helicopter. III MAF helicopters flew 24,962 sorties trans-
porting 33,884 troops and 1971 tons of cargo in support of III MAF oper-
ations during December.

E. Force Reconnaissance. Operation BIRDWATCHER, & series of recon
patrols from Special Forces Camps, commenced on 29 November with the
deployment of the 24 Platoon, lst Force Reconnaissance Company to Camp
BA TO, in QUANG NGAI Province, continued through December. On 6 December
the 34 Platoon of lst Force Reconnaissance Company deployed to Camp
TRA BONG also located in QUANG NGAI Province. A series of patrols were
conducted through the month with negiligible results in the vicinity of
TRA BONG but significant sightings mede in the vieinity of BA T0. On
the night of 16 December the 2d Platoon accompanied by a company of CIDG
(60 men), were attacked and overrun while in a patrol base about 8
kilometers east of BA T0. The attacking force, supported by a mortar
preparation, consisted of about 150-200 men. Casualties sustained by the
2d Platoon were 3 USMC KIA, 3 USMC WIA, 1 USN WIA. Duf to extremely poor
weather which prevented use of eir support or reinforcement of Camp BA TO,
the 3 USMC KIA were not recovered until 21 December, Other U,S. casualties
included 1 USASF KI4,

II1I. INIELLIGENCE

A, General, Within the three Marine TAORS Viet Cong activities con-
tinued to ewmphasize small unit harassing tactics including sniper fire,
probes, use of mines, both anti-vehicle and anti-persomnel, and employment
of booby-traps. While frequent small unit activities were initiated, the
Viet Cong attacked Marine positions only once with battalion-sized forces
and once with company-sized forces.

B. QOperations. Viet Cong harassment of GVN outposts throughout the
I Corpas Tactical Zone continued with an increase in the number of attacks
on district headquarters and outposts. There were no reports of regi-
mental-sized attacks, but 6 battalion-sized attacks were initiated against

SECRET;
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the GVN. Although frequent reports were received of Viet Cong intentions
to conduct attacks and suicide raids against critical installations at
CHU LAT and DANAYG, no such attacks materialized. Significant aspects

of enemy operations in the ICTZ were: increased efforts to destroy ARVN
forces and isolated outposts; harassment of Marine forces while generally
avoiding large scale contaot with USMC units; increased tendency to engage
in daylight operations, especially in defemse of a base area; the employ-
ment of & PAVN 12.7mm AA Battalion in defense of a base area; the increase
jn the number of confirmed and probable VC units; the increase in the
number of low level reports of the sighting of 120mm mortars and ammunitions
continued movement of VC units from II Corps into I Corps; and an increase
in the number of identified PAVN units.

1. PHU BAI. In the PHU BAI TAOR the Viet Cong maintained the
increased tempo of operations which began to be apparent during November,
Enemy activity in this portion of the ICTZ was evident primarily as
harassment and propagendizing of the local populetion in the periphery
area of the TAOR. Increases in enemy strength in this area gave the Viet
Cong a capability to attack the PHU BAI TAOR with one regiment reinforced
by local force and guerrilla elements.

2, DANANG. Within the DANANG Enclave the enemy continued to
manifest a strong reaction to incursion of Marine foroes into areas normally
under his control. Small unit acticns were frequent throughout the TAOR as
the enemy continued his resistance to the expansion of the TAOR and con-
ducted harassment and propaganda activities in rear areas. The most
significant ground contact in the ericlave oocurred during daylight on
27 December when a Marine patrol engaged an estimated 60-75 VC.armed
with 15-20 automatic weapons. Viet Cong casualties in this action were
41 KIA and 7 POSSIBLE KIA. Increases in enemy strength gave the Viet
Cong a capability to attack the DANANG TAOR with 1 regiment (the 1st
VC regiment) and possibly a second regiment (the 36th PAVN regiment)
reinforced by two main force battalions and local force and guerrille
elements.

3, CHU LAI. The CHU LAT enclave was the scene of continuing small
unit activity which included frequent incidents of harassment and sniper
fire against Marine patrols and forward positions. A Viet Cong attempt
during the Christmas cease fire to destroy a bridge guarded by a USMC
detachment was unsuccessful, but noteworthy in that the VC employed swimmers
with satchel charges in this abortive company size attack. Increases in
enemy strength in the CHU LAI enclave gave the Viet Cong a capability fo
attack in the TAOR with 2 regiments (the 24 VC and 18th PAVN regiments)
reinforced by two main force battalions local force and guerrilla elements.

C. Operation HARVEST MOON. Enemy forces engaged in Operation
HARVEST MOON included the lst VC Regiment, the 195th PAVN AA Battalion
and the 7Oth Main Force Battalion. Indications that Operation HARVEST

SECRET
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MOON had successfully penetrated a highly sensitive, well developed VC
base area were:

1. The determined defense encountered.

2, The employment of 12.7mm AA machine guns by the 195th AA
Battalion.

3. The large number of complex fortifications.
4. The quantities of material, documents and weapons captured.

D. Propaganda. Viet Cong propaganda activities were frequent within
and adjacent to the Marine TAORS. These tactics ineluded VC instigated
demonstraetions by villagers, proselyting of villagers by insurgent cadres
and the distribution of leaflets with themes directed towards Vietnamese
civilians, and VNAF and U. S. forces.

E. Sabotage. Sabotage of lines of communications by the VC continued
throughout the period with railroad and highway bridges the most frequent
targets. A new tactic introduced by the insurgents was the employment
of swimmers with satchel charges in an unsuccessful attempt to destroy a
bridge guarded by a Marine element, What may have been a similar tactio
occurred when a swimmer was detected at night in the immediate vicinity of
a ship at anchor in the Bay of Toursne.

F. Mines and Booby Traps. The frequency of employment of mines and
booby traps by the Viet Cong continued to increase during the reporting
period. No significant change was noted in the type or methods of employ-
ment of these explosive devices.

G. Terrorism. Although agent reports continued to be received of
Viet Cong intentions to conduct acts of terrorism in DANANG, no terror-
istic activities were reported within the city proper. A probable damper
on VC plans to conduct terrorist activities against U.S. installations in
DANANG, was the arrest of Viet Cong propaganda and terrorist cadres in the
city, based on information provided by a penetration agent.

H. Anti-Aircraft. The frequency of anti-air incidents showed a marked
increase over the previous month. Aircraft both rotaery wing and fixed
wing, in support of operation HARVEST MOON were subjected to a volume of
anti-aircraft fire not previously encountered in the ICTZ. The 195th
A\ Battalion (PAVN) identified in the HARVEST MOON area of operations
employed 12.7mm anti-aircraft machine guns in substantial numbers for the
first time, A comparison of anti-aircraft statistics between Novenmber
and December indicates the following:

SECRET
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Aircraft Hit

" Number of Hits

I, Sumnma

of VC Activity.

DECLASSIFIED

NOV  DEC  PCT INCREASE
157 247 +80

67 105 57

132 252 91

Pertinent statistics relating to Viet

Cong initiated incidents and personnel and weapons losses for the reporting
period are shown in Tables IV V and VI,

TABLE IV

VC INITIATED INCIDENTS

Ambush 0
Attack 2
Harassing Fire 309
Mining/Booby Traps 37
AA Fire 238
Assassination 4
Kidnapping 20
Sabotage 10
Propaganda 44
Agitation 36
Mortar Fire 14
TABLE V
VC PERSONNEL LOSSES
- CONF'IRMED

KIA (Ground) 520

KBA 158%

WIA 21

vCe 58

A ] 509

* 24 Killed by SAC B-52 Strikes

TABLE VI
VC/PAVN WEAPONS LOSSES

Rifle 49
Carbine 63
Machinegun 9
Submachinegun 21

DECLASSIFIED
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Rocket Launcher 2
Recoiless Rifle 2
Mortar 2
Unknown Type 1
149

J. VC Order of Battle. Table VII shows the VC order in ICTZ.

TABLE VII

III MAF ORDER OF BATTLE HAS ACCEPTED THE FOLLOWING NEWLY IDENTIFIED UNITS IN ICTZ

UNIT STRENGTH _ RATING LOCATION DATE

U/I Regt (PAVN) Unk Prob QUANG TRI PROV 20 Dec
North Sub-Region Hq Unk Confirmed YD 3832 (U/C) 24 Dec
36th Regt Hq Unk Prob BT 0030 23 Dec
1st Bn, 35 Regt 600 Prob BT 0130 23 Dec
2d Bn, 36th Regt Unk Prob BT 0131 24 Dec
195th AA Bn (PAVN) 400 Confirmed BT 0023 28 Dec
Hq, 18th Regt (PAVN) Unk Confirmed BS 6347 28 Dec
9th Bn 18th Regt (PAVN) Unk Confirmed BS 8133 15 Dec
Hq, 24 VC Regt Tnk Confirmed BS T040 28 Dec
9%d Bn, 2d Regt 300 Confirmed BS 6540 28 Dec
95th Bn, 24 Regt 500 Confirmed MO DUC DIST 28 Dec
97th Bn, 24 Regt 400 Confirmed MO DUC/DUC PHU DIST 28 Dec

ORDER OF BATTLE WITHIN THE I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE AS OF 31 DECEMBER IS AS FOLLOWS:

CONFIRMED PROBABLE

1 Military Region Hgq. 2 Regiments (1 PAVN)

1 Military Sub-Region Hg. 12 Battalions

3 Regimental Hq. (1 PAVN) 5 Companies Ex

23 Battalions (1 PAVN) .
32 Companies

cUagT

TR

K. Weather. Weather for the month included several prolonged periods
of rain and increased frequency of the Crachin with its attendant drizale
and fog. These conditions resulted in frequent deterioration of roads
and restriction of mobility and air operations.

TOTAL PRECIPATION FOR THE MONTH WAS AS FOLIOWS:

AREA DECEMBER MEAN FOR MONTH
DANANG 11.70 8.7
SECRET
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CHU IAX 10,74 11,0
PHU BAX 19,27 17,0

IV, PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

A. Strength. The average personnel strength of III MAF increased from
43,955 to 44,318 in December as more individual rotation personnel joined
III MAF units. The Monthly Strength Report is included as enclosure (3).

B. Rest and Recreation. In-country R&R to Saigon was suspended at ,
times during December for a number of reasons., From 6~10 December there
were other priority commitments for R&R flights. COMUSMACV reduced the
quotas by 1/2 in order to provide billeting space for numerous USQ troupes
in-country during the holidays; and further reduced quotas to provide
billeting for personnel whose quarters were destroyed by the Viet Cong
attack on the Metropole Hotel., The R&R hotel was closed to R&R personnel
through 20-22 December for alterations. Accordingly, only one C=130
load of R&R personnel was transported to Saigon during the remainder of
the month. The MACV out-of-country R&R program éxpanded to include flights
to Tachikawa for R&R in Tokyo. The first flight departed Danang on 23
December 1965 with 40 passengers aboard. The Tokyo program will be oper.
ated by using "Stars and Stripes" aircraft., III MAF participation in the
R&R programs is shown in Table VIII,

EUT

TABLE VIIT
III MAF REST AND RECREATION ;

MACY Program Bangkok 672
Hong Kong 258

Taipei 102

Tokyo 132

Saigon 246
III MAF Program Okinawa 2480

3890

C, Christmas gifts from home, Individuals and organizations in the
United States displayed the Christmas spirit by sending 239,000 pounds of
Christmas packages for distribution throughout III MAF. These, in
addition to the thousands of pounds of personal gifts received by members
of III MAF during the holiday period, went a long way toward making life
in a combat zone acceptable during this time when primary thoughte are
of home and family,
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D. Activation of the Naval Component Command Staff. Force/NCC Order
5400,1 (Enclosure 4)) dated 24 December 1935, authorized the activation
of the Naval Component Command Staff under a Deputy Chief of Staff who
reports directly to the Commanding General, IITI Marine Amphibious Force/
Naval Component Command. Simultaneously, the Provisional Naval Component
Command Support Activity was deactivated and personnel were reassigned
with the Naval Component Command Staff.

E. Casualties. III MAF casualties during December are shown in
Table IX.

TABLE IX
JII MAF CASUALTIES

DECEMBER 1965
BATTLE NON-BATTLE
KIA WIA DOW  MIA DEATHS INJ/ILL
USMC USN  USMC ISN USMC  USMC  USMC USN USMC TSN
13 1 521 30 14 5 17 3 36 6

V. LOGISTICS

A. General. Heavy rainfall and heavy seas contined to hamper logistioc
operations during December. Port operations were reduced and vehicle traf-
fio had to be limited, during 12 days of the month, to essential movement
beocause of road conditions throughout the III MAF TAORS. On 31 December
engineer liaison persommel from the 1st Marine Division were aboard and
discussed land, building, transportation and conatruction material require-
ments for support of 1st Marine Division Units gcheduled to arrive during
the first and second quarters of calendar year 1966,

B. Supply. During December the items on RED BALL were reduced, as a
result of detsiled review based on revised FMFPAC criteria. A recap of
RED BALL during the month of December:

Total line items on Red Ball 1 December 311
Total line items added during December %2
Total line items deleted 269
Total line items on Red Ball 31 December 207

C. Embarkation and Port Operations. During the month of December
three LST's of Landing Ship Squadron Nine lifted 994 S/T and two USNS LST's

lifted 582 S/T of retrograde cargo to Okinawa. This was a 1031 S/T increase
over November, The rotation of BLT 2/1 and BLT 3/4 was accomplished at the

10 SECRET
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Hue Hiver Inlet, Heavy seas and adverse weather conditions caused complete
stoppage in offloading operations in Danang Harbor for three end one half
dayse. UCfloading operations were restricted to large landing craft for
several additional days. Monthly tonriage transhipments from Danang to Chu
Lai was 8201 S/T. This was an increase of 1956 S/T over the month of Nov~
enber, Uhe following data is submitted concerning cargo and ships handled
during the monthe

=
<2

33 MSTS ships and 13 US ships offloaded at Danang.
19 15M's offloaded at Chu Lai,

774661 M/T were offloaded at Danang.

17,178 /T were offlogded at Chu lLai.

D, Construction

1. Genergl. Throughout the month engineer improvements were con-
timied on the MSR's within each of the TAMRs. The rains ceused considerable
domage to many of the roads; however all roads were kept open by imposing
traffic restrictions periodically. Crushed rock end "rip rap! as well as
other fill material was provided by MCB-5 and Tth Engineers on Routes 3 and
4 durine the month to establish a firm road base. The MSR from the Division
CP to Danang continued to be improved during the month.

2., Bridges. On 1 December, the lst Dridge Company erected a 38 ft
class 060 KAT6E fixed bridge on route 5 over a oreek in the viecinity of co-
ordingtes AT 943%677. This bridge provides a necesgery link to forward posi~
tions of the 34 Marine Division. On 28 December a platoon from the lst
Bridge Company was sent to Chu Lai to construct and operate & 60 ton cepa-
city 1406 raft in support of III MAF operations. The raft will operate on
the AN TAN River in the vicinity of (b1 498066). In response to an emergency
tacticel reguirement of the 2d Battalion, 9th llarines on 27 December, the
7th lngincer Battalion instelled a 360 £t aluminum footbridge over the Song
Boau Xau River at coordinates AT 990641,

3. Bunkers. Commencing 10 December, the 7th Engineer Battalion
agssisted the 3d Battalion, 9th lMarines in the construction of timber bunkers
and in clecaring fields of fire along portions of the Danang Air Base defensive
perineter.

4. Airfields. During the second week of December, lICB-4 commenced
an interchange of MOM2 airfield matting on the South taxiway of the Chu Lai
Ixpeditionsry Airfield and AM2 matting on-the South helicopter parking apron
&t HAG-%6, Conourrent with exchange of the matting, the width of the taxi-
way 1s beiny increased to 48 feet. Throughout December, }MCB-4 contimied %o
perform emergency hight repadrs to the deteriorating subgrade of the North-
ern 4000 £t of Chu Lai ruvwey. The extent and frecuency of repairs has rend-
ered it dnpractical to continue in this manner end MCB-4 was directed to com-
pletely restobilize the entire 4000 £t with a sand-cement mixture as was re-
cently accomplished to the Southern 4000 ft. This program could not be com=
nenced vntil sufficient stocks of JATD were held by VMAG 12 to insure contimious
operation from the shortened runway.
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5. PUL Storage. On 16 December the Tth Engineer Battalion completed
construction of earthen barmg for the expeditionary POL storage area at the
North end of Denang Air base.. : B ‘

6. Roods, The Tth Engineer Battalion continued to improve roads
and dreinsge facilities within the FISG complex on Danang Air Base. In an
effort to speed up improvements and reduce the oriticamlity of crushed rock,
the battalion set up & 15 ton.rock orusher in the FLSG ares and is providing
this crusher with rock purchased from a local Vietnamese ocontraoctor. ‘

L, Fiscal, During the month of December all availsble AIK Funds were
obligeted and CY-65 books were balanosd and closed and CY-66 Budget was
opened. ‘ o o

VI. COMMUNICATIONS

A, Genersl. During théf@onth of December the III Marine Amphibious
force Communication Center experienced substantial inorease in total transmis-
sions as outlined belowt - ‘ B ‘ : ‘

" November  Deceuber Increase
Tncoming 33,554 39,648 6,094
Quitgoing 20,955 }1,538 10,583 ‘“E
TOTAL 54,509 71,186 16,677

B, Froject TALK QUICK. Commanding Gemeral, III Marine Amphibious Force
secure voice equipment for project Talk Quick was instglled at III Marine .
Amphibious Force Headquarfera during December., Activation‘is slated during
Jermary end is dependent upon Western Eleotric Company signalling equipuent
being installed and landline tie-ins established across the Danang main run=-

way with Danang Control, (Three pair of cables have been reserved for this
purpose.

C. Autodin, Autodin cirouits providing transmission media batweon
Danang, Phu Bai and Chu lai underwent intensive upgreding by III Marine
Anphibious Force, Military Assistance Command, Vietham and Defense Com-
munication Agency representatives during Deoember. This upgreding of cir=
cultry routed via in-country‘troposcatter‘aystemé T7UTV2 (AN/TRC-BO operated
by 3624 Sigual Company and the 178 Signal Company) and TTUHBS (AN/TRC-24
opersted by the 178 Signal Compeny). With the exception of some transceiver
difficulties, these circuits have performed dependably thronghout December.

D. Sinile Sideband. The Communicstion-Electronics Officer, IIT Marine
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Amphibious Force was called upon to fulfill a communication requirement in
support of operation "HARVEST MOON" from 10-17 December in order to enhance
overall command and control. A single side band radio net was established
between I Corps Headquarters (Danang) and the Second ARVN Division Command
Post in the field. A single side band IIT Marine Amphibious Force liaisom
Net was also established between Headquarters III1 Marine Amphibious Force,
Headquarters 3d Marine Division, Task Force Delta, Logistics Support Area
and the 2d ARVN Division Headquarters in the field in order to provide the
Commending General, IIT Marine Amphibious Force the necessary control facili-
ties as he moved from place to place. These two radio nets proved adeguate
and enhanced the overall command and control of the operation.

s
foax”

E. Navy-Marine Amateur Radio Service. III Marine Amphibious Force was
authorized by Commander, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
to operate stations on Navy MARS at Danang and Chu lai. 3d Marine Division
commenced operation of station NOEFA on 25 Deocember and a station at Chu lai
was established on 27 Dec with call sign NOEFC under the control of 1st Marine
Alrcraft wing. Presently one frequency exists and it is being used on a
scheduled basis with the Danang and Chu Lai stations until additional operat-
ing frequencies are assigned. Station FOEFA at Danang has experienced suc-
cessful operation while station NOEFC at Chu Lai has experienced equipment
problems and has been unsble to pass traffic. Radio frequency propagation
precludes more than three hours of operation daily thus limiting total trans-
missione. 4 request for additional frequencies has been submitted to Com-
mander, United Stetes Military Assistance Command, Vietnam and equipment re-
quirements to Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.

F. Automatic Dial Exchange. On December 29, 1965 the III Marine Am-
phibious Force Communication-Electronics Officer and the Base Development
Officer prepared and submitted DD forms 1391 (Military Construction Line
Item Data) to Commander in Chief, Pacific for the installation of automatic
disl telephone exchanges to serve Marble Mountain Air Facility, Chu lai,
and Quang Ngai. The Marble Mountain exchange is programmed for 1500 lines
with the capability for expansion to 3000 lines. Estimated cost for the
primary and supporting facilities is $2,844,000.00. The Chu Lai exchange is
programmed for 2200 lines with the capability for expansion to 3000 lines.
Estimated cost for the primary and supporting facilities is $2,529,000.00.
The “uang Ngai exchange is programmed for 300 lines with the capability for
expansion in 500 line increments. Estimated cost for the primary end sup-
porting facilities is $558,000.00. The required operational date for the
three exchanges is 1 July 1966.

VII. CIVIC ACTION

A. Objectives. The basic objective of III MAF Civic Action Program
remained the same during December. Purticular emphasis was placed on Viet-
nemese Christmas parties,

B. Joint Coordinating Council. The council met each week during
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December except the week of 27 December to allow for Christmes leaves for
many of its members. The true effectiveness of the council was demonstrated
by the procurement and transporting of medical supplies for Danang USOM hos-
pital which had suffered from lack of supplies for a substantial period of
time and by the publishing of a bi-weekly news sheet for the HGU HANH SON
cempeign area within tenng10) days after it has been brought to the attention
of the committee. During the month the council was briefed on the Rural
Construction budget for I Corps. 4An investigation into the costs and prob-
lems of widening the Daneng-Hue road for two way traffic was initiated.

C. Joint Coordinating Council Committee., All the Committee functioned
during the month making studies in their respective fields. The following
reports were submitted to the council:

1. Port of Danang Committee. It was reported that the Commanding
Officer of Naval Support Activity will serve as chairmen of thie committee
and that membership will include the Union.

2, Public Health Committee. This committee's activities centered
in the following:

8. Overlooking the organization and establishment of the Mili-
tary Provisional Hospital Augmentation Program.

b. Improving delivery system of medical supplies into Danang
from Saigon.

¢c. Turther entrance of Vietnamese health workers into secure
areas and into refugee camps,

d, More active role in controlling venereal disease.

3, Agriculture Committee. This committee is studying the agricul-
ture characteristics of the land presently under Viet Cong domination to de-
termine which sreas would be suitable for agricultursl development.

4. Medical Assistance. Thirty-six (36) MEDCAP teams provided
75,000 medical and dental tratments to 61,000 VN citizens in 115 locations
during the month of December. Treatments were as follows:

Miscellaneous ailments 20%
Skin disease 28%
Respiratory infections 1%
Injuries 10%
Headaches 16%
Stomach ailments %
Dental Conditions

Diarrhea conditions ' 5%
Fevers 7]
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The number of treatments by enclave were:

Danang 49,938
Chu Lai 23,391
Hue Phu Bai 1,210

In addition, 15 VN school patrol children received medical training and
35 health workers received training. "A" MED, Phu Bai, presented 24 hours
of formal lectures to Hue medical students and donated 24 hours to super-
vision of Senior Hue Medical studente during outpatient rounds,

D. Project HANDCLASP. Approximately 67,000 pounds of miscellaneous
commodities were received during December through Project HANDCLASP.
These commodities were inventoried arnd distributed through III MAF units.

E. CARE Program. During December III MAF received no CARE kits,
Plans for an enlarged program through USMCR were formulated.

F. Other Programs., The other programs listed in the Commend Chronology
for August, 1935 continue to develop. Details of these programs are report-
ed in reference (c).

VIII. PSYCHOIOGICAL WARFARE

A. General. Psychological Warfare consisted of continued general leaf-
let and poster dissemination, loudspeaker broadcasts and audio visual team
shows.

B. Operation HARVEST MOON. Daily psychological warfare activity during
the operation was as follows:

1., 12 Dec - 180,000 leaflets were dropped over three selected areas.
Leaflet themes were two letters from VCC appealing to other VC to surrender
(90,000 of each letter).

2. 13 Dec - Aerial Broadcas$ on tape of VCC appealing to comrades
to surrender, and a speech by the Chief of THANG BINH Distriot.

3, 14 Dec - 75,000 surrender appeal-safe conduct passes dropped.

4. 15 Deoc - Aeriasl broadcast of VCC letter to comrades and speech
by VC rallier.

5. 16 Dec - Aerial broadcast of speeches by a VCC, a rallier, and
the Vietnamese National Anthem.

6. 17, 18, 19 Deo - Weather prevented execution of psychological
warfars plans,

7. 20 Dec - Loudspeaker broadeast of VCC telling of good treatment
received as prisoner of US and ARVN Forces. Aerial drop of 100,000 leaflets
also made.

15 _sﬁéﬁ%ﬁ

DECLASSIFIED

Y S
o R

Rt
R
K3

-



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

SECRET
IX. COMBAT INFORMATION

A. General. December proved to be the most productive month for CIB
activities since its beginning in May 1965. A total of 404 escorted trips
for news media and visiting dignitaries were conducted throughout the
Marine TAOR's. In addition, Operation HARVEST MOON was covered extensively
by civilian and military writers and still and motion picutre ocameramen.
Special Christmas features were covered throughout the I Corps area. Special
requests from civilian media to interview individuals from their area were
set up with units prior to the arrival of the requesting agency. This
expedited their work here., In addition, Operation ALOHA, sponsored by
the citizens of Hawaii was handled by photo/writer teams in the CHU LAT
aresa.

B. Photography. During Decembe:r, 16,340 feet of motion picture £ilm
was exposed and forwarded by commeroial air freight to CMC. Approximately
5% was VIP coverage, 20% Christmas story and Civic Action, 75% was oper=-
ational coverage. Coverage of special interest included: Operation HARVEST
MOON, General KRULAK's press conference, Monsoon flood conditions, and
Christmas activities.

C. Radio/TV. During the month of December, this section produced 164
releases for radio/TV and motion picture use. These releases included
Christmas greetings, interviews for HQMC, and FHINC. A special series
of tapes were produced to cover "Christmas in Vietnam" which included
both interviews and sound that was obtained for possible use as sound
track for motion picture coverage of this subject. Also included in
these releases was the covergge of Operation HARVEST MOON.

D. News Relesses. A total of 224 releasea, 73 photos, were made during
the month of December. These covered special requests (Christmas Star),
III MAF activities with VIP's, operations, civic action, special projects
(III MAF Chaplains in field at Christmas) and features.

E. Escort. The number of escorted trips to the Marine TAOR's during the
month almost doubled any previous moanth's total. In addition to resident
press such as AP and UPI, Reuters and the Networks, distinguished journal-
ists and projects included: Sander Van Ocur, NBC; ABC and NBC crews filming
a Hawk Missile shoot at CHU LAI; Mason Alterie, KHVH-TV, Hawaii, gathering
material for a one hour special; Don Neff, Time Magazine; Bill Roberts,
Time-Life Broadcasting; Phil Galligan, CBS, Philadelphia; Dean Bralix & TV
crew (NBC); John Apple, N.Y. Times; Ray Maloney with ABC crew; Merton Perry,
Newsweek; Wick Fowler, Texas News; Ernest Ferguson, Baltimore Sunj T.H. Van
Sauter, Knight publications; Bob Krause,Honolulu Advertiser; and foreign
correspondents from France, Germany, Spain end Australia.
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P. Press Conferences. During Operation HARVEST MOON, a press conference
ves held at tne Press Center. MajGen WALT and MajGen THI were the main
speakers. Gen KRULAK and Gen WALT held a press conference on 7 December.

X. I CORPS ACTIVITY

A. General. The number of VC initiasted incidents continued to in-
crease in the I Corps Tactical Zone as the monthly total reflected the
highest incident rate since February 1965. A buildup of PAVKN units rapidly
increased and enemy strength in the Corps Zone is novw considered to be at
an all time high. There was a decline in battalion size or larger opera-
tions this month and a lull in activity was experienced just prior and sub-
sequent to the 30 hour truce period. A highly significant operation took
place in southern QUANG NAM and northern QUANG TIN Provinces. This coordin-
ated ARVN-USMC operation struck at the heart of a VC logistical base and
seriously disrupted VC activity in an area previously considered to be a
safe haven., Stepped up VC efforts during the month minimized rural con-
struction progress.

B. Current Operations. I Corps (ARVN) conducted 35 battalion or

larger unit operations during the month as compared to 44 in November.
Contact was made with the Viet Cong in 21 of these operations., During
December, operations against the Viet Cong resulted in 1019 VC killed com-
pared to 1175 in November. There was a corresponding decrease in VC cap-
tured from 213 in November to 192 this month and in weapons seized from

419 to 323. ARVN battle deaths rose from 205 to 427 while the number of
weapons lost varied slightly from 209 in November to 211 in December. Two
significant operations took place in the Corps during the reporting period.
The first of these was the coordinated ARVN-USMC operation (LIEN XET 18 -
HARVEST MOON) which encoumpassed & major portion of the districts of THANG
BINH and QUE SON, The operation began on 8 December and terminated 11 days
jater. ARVN units initially committed were the 18t Battalion, 5th Regiment,
and the 11th Ranger Battalion. While advancing toward an intermediate ob-
jective the 11th Ranger Battalion wes attacked five kilometers west of THANG
BINH District Headquarters from the front and flanks by a reinforced Viet
Cong battalion., Heavy casualties were sustained by the ranger wmit. Just
prior to daybresk on 9 December, the 1st Battalion, 5th Regiment, end the
regimental headquarters were attacked and overrun by an estimated enemy
regiment. In the action the regimental commander was killed. I Corps rein-
forced the units in contact with the 1st Battalion, 6th Regiment, and the

34 Battalion, 1st Regiment, on 8 and 9 December. Concurrently, three USMC
battalions were committed to trap and destroy the Viet Cong in en area to
the west of I Corps units. By 10 December, VC contact with ARVN controlled
units ceased. Thereafter, I Corps units operated for nine days northwest

of QUE SON Dietrict Headquarters with two battalions and an armored person-
nel carrier troop. No additional heavy contact by ARVR with the enemy occur-
red., ARVN losses in this operation were 90 killed, 141 wounded, and 91 miss-
ing in action; also two US advisors were killed and one Australian was wound-
ed. US advisors estimate that 720 Viet Cong were killed by air strikes,

artillery, and small arms fire. During this operation ARVN-USMC units engaged

major elements of the 1st VC Regiment plus local and guerrilla forces.
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C. Air Support. US aircraft flew 969 sorties and VNAF flew 246 in
the I Corps Tactical Zone. Two B-52 strikes were conducted on 28 December
in QUANG TRI Province, 25 kilometers south of the DMZ near the Laotian border,
to strike suspected Viet Cong troop concentrations.

D. Naval Gunfire. Naval gunfire conducted 1684 missions and expended
3287 rounds, Ninety per cent of the missions fired were in support of
the 24 Infantry Division (ARVN) in QUANG NGAI Province.
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PART THREE

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

1 December - The following VIPs visited III MAF

3 December

6 December

7 December

8 Decernber

9 December

10 December

11 December

12 Deoember

Sen John C. TOWERS Republican - Texas

Mr. Charles B. KIRBON Chief Clerk Senate Armed
Foroes Committee

Sen George MC GOVERN Democrat = South Dakota

Mr. Angus DUNTOW Vice President Dreyfus
Fund

Adm U. S. Grant SHARP, USN CINCPAC

BGen Homer G. HUTCHINSON, USMC CINCPAC J-3

BGen Frank WHITE, USA CINCPAC J-4

BGen William E. DEPUY, USA MACV J-3

VMFA 323 relieved VMFA 542.

The following VIPs visited III MAF

LtGen Victor H. KRULAK, USMC CG FMFPac
Mr. Edwin REISCHAUER U.S. Ambassador to Japan
Rep David S. KING Demoorat -~ Utah

3d Platoon, Force Reconnaissance Company established a base
camp at TRA BONG.

Operation HARVEST MOON hegan.

The following VIPs visited III MAF

Rep Thaddeus J. DULSKI Democrat - New York
Mien Ben STERNBERG, USA MACV J-1

Mr. Robert H. BALDWIN, Under Secretary of the Navy visited
III MAF.

The following VIPs visited III MAF

Mien Harry KINNARD, USA CG 1st Air Cevalry (AM)
BGen Richerd T. KNOWLES, USA ADC 1lst Air Cavalry (aM)

Sen Henry M. JACKSON, Democrat - Washington visited IIT MAF.

The following VIPs visited III MAF

Rep Robert L. SIKES Demoorat - Florida
Rep Glenard P. LIPSCOMB Republicen - California
SHCRET
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15 December
16 December
20 December
21 December
22 December
25 December
26 December

29 December

30 December

31 December

DECLASSIFIED
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Rep William E. MINSHALL
Rep Clarence D. 1ONG
Rep Charles S. JOELSON
Mr. Robert L. MICHAEL

Mr. Lewis E. TURNER

LtGen John A. HEINTGES

Republican - Ohio
Democrat - Maryland
Democrat - New York
Staff Assistant; Defense
Appropriation Sub-Com-
nmittee

Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of the Air Force
for Air Force Ingtal-
lations

Deputy COMUSMACY

- RAdm Edwin B. HOOPER USN, Commander Service Force visited

IIT MAF

- RAdm Paul E, HARTMAN, COMFAIRWESTPAC visited III MAF.

- Operation HARVEST MOON secured.

- Rep Joseph Y. RESNICK, Democrat ~ New York visited IIT MAF,
- 2/1 relieved 3/4 at HUE PHU BAI after participating in

HARVEST MOON.

- The following VIPs visited III MAF

LtGen Nguyen Van THIEU, Chief of Staff and Chairman of the

National Leadership Committee, RVN.

LtGen Nguyen Hun CO, Deputy Chief of Staff, RVN
LtCol Dao Trong TEOUNG, Chief of Military Cabinet of the Office
of the Chairman of the National Leadership Committee, RVN

- Christmas Truce began at 1800H.

- Christmas Truce ended at mid-night, but U.S. Forces instructed
to conduct no offensive operation until VC initiated action.

- Francis, Cardinal, Spellman, Military Archbishop of the Armed
Forces, visited II1 MAF and celebrated the Chrisimas Mass.

- The following VIPs visited III MAF

Gen Harold K. JOHNSON, USA
Rep Thomas C, MC GRATH

- The following VIPs visited III MAF

Sen Stuart SYMINGTON
Mr. Bob HOPE and Cast

Chief of Staff, USA
Democrat - New Jersey

Demoorat ~ Missouri

- Gen William C. WESTMOREIAND, COMUSMACV, visited III MAF,

- Mien Lewis J. FIELDS, CG lst MarDiv (Rein) FMF visited III MAF.
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I Corps Advisory Group Monthly Evaluation Report December 1965

Status Chart Photographs

23 Battalion Tth Marines Action at KY PHU, RVN

Christmas Cease~Fire Order

I11 MAF/NCC Task Organization/Troop List (U)

SECRET

SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

RECON ZONE
20 JUL 65

15 JUN 65

ORIGINAL
7 MAF. 65

‘/

) 21 SEP 65

201 15 JUN 65

"RECON ZONE

206 .
21 SEP &5

VIETNAM
15250, GO0

,)E\"I. i".’wl'l/

DECLASSIFIED

AR



DECLASSIFIED

4

HUE PHU BAI TACR

.mr]

D2

s
;—jr__ 15715
|

RECON ZONE ﬁ \/\

21AUG65 ‘ (
ORIGINAL ‘\
LUAPRGS \
e s 'RTCON ZONE
! / 21.A UGé 5
15JUN65
o~

MAP: VIETNAM 1:250,000

.
wry a0 v £ VYR R

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

l QA AEENeNE
| UNCLASSIFIED
|
B4
CHU LAI TAOR
«,‘:j’
3
#fECON ZONE
¢~/ REQUESTED
; 22 SEP 65
) =N 9
] 65\, ',”
)
\
15 JUN 65 .
/,
N
Ay
£ ‘\41‘
ORIGINAL (
7 VAY 65 .
RECON ZONE
17 JUL 65

. '\?
\QN“/ ’

d
Ve
v/ -
- / h—J—_ B
;
BSY
VIETNAM
1:250,000

L ONAF . i 4.5
DECLASSIFIED

R




DECLASSIFIED

@M@RE} ® .. () only

. SEGRET A HEADQUARTERS . Copy 24 of 3Jc coples,
TASK FORCE DELTA " Hg, T FOR TA
3d Marine Division (-), PMF DANANG, RUN
. 28 Decamber 1965
Serial No: 00176

From; Commanding General, Task Force Delta ‘

Tos Commander, U. S, Military Assistance Conmand Vietnam (Attn: J321),
APO U, S. Forces 96243 o _

via: (1) Commanding General, 3d Marine Division, FMF
(2) Commanding General, III MAF

Subj: After Action Report, OpemtiohWARVEST MOON
Ref: (a) MACV Directive 335-8%, dtd 1 Jul 65

Encl: ({i) Artillery

- j{(2) Intelligence

(3) Air Support
oty (4) Communications
' (5) Psychological Warfare -

6) Administrative Matiers . .
\ +(7) Daily Operation Overlays @<=
:l (f (8) Letter from Citizens of Que Son

P
R

1, NAME OF THE OPERATION. Operation FARVEST MOON, was a search, fix, and |
destroy operation 1n coordination and conjunction with elements of the 24
Division, I Corps, ARVN, in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HLEP DUC Valley complex.

2. DATE OF OFERATION. OS060GHto 202130H December 1965,

3. LOCATION. The QUE SON — VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex in QUANG
NAM and QUANG TIN Provinces between the DA NANG and CHU LAI enclaves
encompassed by grid coordinates BT 100510, BT 960390, BT 870290; BT 900250,
BT 040210, BT 280250; AMS Series 1701 1:50,000 Sheets 6657 I and IV, 6658

11 and III.

L. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. Headquarters, Task Force Delta.

5, REPORTING OFFICER. Brigadier General J. M. PLATT, Commanding Generel;
Task Force Delta. '

6. TASK ORGANIZATION.

Commandar Task Force Delts, Brig Gen HENDERSON
‘ 8 Dec - 10 Deo

Brig Gen PLATT
10 Dec - 20 Dec
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Composite cdm Plt
Det Hgqs Co, Hgs Bn
Plat MP Co, Hgs Bn

21 Bn, 7th Marines (=) Rein : ' LtCol UTTER

Co H; 24 Bn, 9th Marines (13m19D¢c)
2d Plat, Co ¢, 3d Bngr Bn |
HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn

3d Bn, 3d Marines (-) Rein , | LtCol DORSEY ITII
Co Bn, arines o - : o '
' Co E 2d Bn, 9th Marines '
Co G 2d Bn, 4th Marines (15-19[)30)
. Co G, 2d Bn, 9th Marines ‘ ‘ . _
kth Plat, Co C, 3d Bagr Bn. = . . - o
HST, Co A, 3d SP Bn o : ‘ o :

| BLT 2/1. (Special Landing Force) | o LtCol HANIFIN

Provisional Arty Bn. S LtCol ENYDER
Det Hq Btry, 12th Marines o ‘ o
Btry A, lst Bn;, 11th Marines . ‘ '
Btry F, 2d Bn, 12th Marines
Btry L; 4th Bn, 12th Mari ries
Btry M, L4th Bn, 11th Marines

Co C (~), 3d Recon Bn Capt REVELL

Composite Co (=), 3d_Engr Bn Capt O'LAUGHLIN

Logistic Support Unit N Maj BENSTEAD .
A Co 1-? s 3d Shore Party Bn .
Det, Ammo Co, FLSU
Det, Ration Co, FLSU
Det EOD, FLSU
cloaring Plat (=) (Rein), 3d Med Bn
Det, 3d Engr Bn
Det, lst Bridge Plat, 7th Engr Bn
Det, MABS 36, MAG 36 (TAVDS)

3d-MT Bn (Rein) Maj BAKER

‘Co H, 2d Bny 9£h Marines (12 Dec security LSU) Capt GORMIEY
Co D, 1st Bn, 3d Marines | Capt SPENCE
Co D, 1lst Bn, lst uarmas‘ : | Capt MILLER

Plat, Mortar Btry, lst Bn, 12th Marines

- Plat, Mortar Btry, 1st Bn, 11lth Marines

. ) . o 2 . . ' K ot
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7. SUPPORTING FORCES,

a, lst Bn, 7th Marines; convoy aecﬁurity' from Chu Lal enclave,

b, Marine Air,

(1) MAG 16
VMO- 2
HMM - 361
HMM - 263
HMM - 161

{2) MAG 12
VMA - 22}
VMA - 223
A - 214
VMA - 211

(3) MAG 36 -
VMO - 6 .

. HMMo- 362
©OHMM - 364
HM - 363

(&) mac il
VMFA - 323
VMFA = 115,

VMCJ - 1

(5) HMM 261, Special Landing Force

VMGR 152
c, USAF

(1) Strategic Air Command (B-52 strikes)
(2) 4th Air Commando (Flare planes)

d, Army Air Units
1st Cav Div (Hele=lift of downed H-34)

6, Regionai. Forces

2d Recon Co, 529th, ARVN
RF Co, QUE SON
RF Co, THIEN PHYOC

8, INTELLIGENCE, See Enclosure (2).

9, MISSION, Commencing D-Day Task Force Delta in coordination with
participating ARVN forces fix and destroy organized VC elements in the QUE
SON = VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex, The operation was essentially a
‘spoiling attack to prevent the Viet Cong fram their anncunced objective of

3
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capturing QUE SON, The opsration was alsa %o. have sliminated VC forces that have
isolated the ARVN:outpost at VIET AN, pemitting ARVN to reestablish lines of
communications, v

10. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS.

: &, ‘General. Task Force Delta. consisting of thres Marine infantry
Battalions, lﬁcluding BLT 2/1 the infantry.element. of the Special Landing
Force, 7th Fleet (SLF), and other supporting 3d Mar Diyv.elements, in coordi-
nation with an ARVN Regiment, conducted a three stage search and destroy
operation in the QUE SON = VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex. Marine logis-
tic support was staged from a combat. established logistic support area in the
¥icinity of HUONG XUAN.

b, Definition of Stages. ‘

‘ (1) Stage I, Period D=1 and D-Day, D=1 ARVN forceés conducted search

- and clear mission in the visinity of THANG BINH. " On D-Day ARVN forces ’
crossed LD at 0500 H and proceeded generally southwest along Route 35 to

vincinity Phase Line A. Btry M, Lth Bn, 11th Marines, with one rifle platoon

- from 2/7, moved by motor march from CHU LAI enclave to vicinity of THANG

BINH to provide artillery fire support for ARVN forces in vicinity of Phase

Line B, 2d Bn, 7th Marines motor marched from CHU LAI to vicinity TAM KY.

(2) Stage I1. Period D+1 to D410. ARVN forces were to establish and
maintain contact with enemy force. 2d Bn, 7th Marines was to be helo-lifted on
D+1 to vicinity Objective 1, seize ohjective and then be prepared to move out
to seek and destroy the enemy as ordered. On D+l all other elements of
task force except the SLF were to move from DA NANG enclave to either the
THANG BINH or QUE SON complex, Btry M, 4th Bn, 1llth Marines was to continue
to support from position at THANG BINH. 3d Bn, 3d Marines and SLF were to
be prepared for immediate commitment to objective arsa on order. Logistic
Support Unit supported this force from D+l to D+10 from LSA vicinity HUONG
AN, Force Command Group, Prov Arty Bm (-), Recon Co (-) bases at QUE SON
on D¥l, No major displacement of this element, with the exception of the .
Reconnaissance Co (~), was coptemplated prior to P+10,

(3) Stage III. D¥1l to D+l12, All elements of Task Force Delta
withdraw by helo/foot/motor march to their respective enclaves, LSA
tranasfers surplus supplies to FLSG control in enclave. Operation HARVEST
MOON was scheduled to terminate on D#l2,

11. EXECUTION.

a, During the first few days of December the G-2 Section, 34 Marine
Division developed information that indicated the presence of the lst Viet
Cong Regiment in the QUE SON - VIET AN - HIEP DUC Valley complex. On
4 December the Commanding General III MAF met with the Commanding General
I Corps; both concurred in the intelligence indications and the neceasity
to launch a sizeable attack in that area to destroy, dierupt and impede ,
whatever progress had besn made by the 1st Viet Cong Regiment. in establish-
ing an area of operations.

b. The following day Task. F‘orce Delta. was formod. - The major e_lanehts
b  SECRET
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consisted of the 2d Battalion, “7th Marines, the 34 Bat.;tgllon, 3d Marines
who had been alsrted and predesignaited for sush ope rations by 3d Marine
Division contingeney plans, A provisional artillery battalion was formed
from elements of the 1lth Marines and the 12th Marines, Additionally, plans
called for the employment of BLT 2/1, Special Landing Force, (SLF) to partleli-

pate as Task Force Delta'’s reserve, Logistic suppert wis to be provided by a
Logistice Support Unit to be established in the objective area. )

¢, The Task Force Delta staff was formed on 5 Dscembsr from personnel :
within the 3d Marine Division, Plunning commensed on 5 Decemder in conjune- |
tion with the 24 Division, I Corpp, ARVN. On 7 December plans and orders 3
were completed and issued, , :

d, Operations pDay, 8 Dgcuﬁbcsr.

. (1) Task Force Delta commenced aperatibm HARVEST MOON when 24
Battalion, 7th Marines departed CHU LAl enclave at OS0500H via motor march and
closed assembly area vicinity TAM KXY BT 3025 at 081530H. The battalion
established defensive positlons and prepared for helicopter 1ift into
objective area on order. Btry M, ith Battalion, 11th Marines departed DA NANG
enclave as planned and was positioned (BT 1641) for action by OBL445H. No
contact was established, The 5th ARVN Regiment: consisting of the 1st Bat-
talion 5th Regiment and the 11th Rangsr Battalion advanced southwest on an
axis parallel to and south of the SONG LY LY. At 081330 at vicinity (BT 0934)
the 11th Rangers came under heavy fire from an estimated VG Battalion., The
Rangers withdrew to vicinity (BT 1235) and were reinforced in the late after-
noon by the lst Battalion, 6th Regiment, ARVN transported by Marine helicopters
from TAM KY, ‘At 1600H 11th Rangers had reorganized and were in position with
1st Battalion, 6th Regiment, ARVN. o '

s3f -

Laif
[ LOEINE

S Wik

e, Operations D¢l, 9 December.

(1) On D+l, 9 December, 2d Battalion, 7th Marines helolifted from
vicinity TAM KY to BT 016318 to threaten the flank and rear of units that
made contact with the 5th ARVN Regimant on D-Day. The 1ift was completed
at 1335H., By 1755H the Battalion (,P, Group, "Companies E and H had agdvanced
through objective A, BT 030315, and had secured objective B, BT 050315,
Companisss G and F followed in trace fram the landing zone, By darkness D+l
Companies G and P occupied and defended objective A while Companies E and
H held objective B,

(2) The 34 Battalion, 3d Marines commenced their motor march from
the DA NANG enclave at 0500, Lead elements arrived in the LSA vicinity
HUONG XUAN at 1030H. At 1400H the battalion helolifted to BT 144306 to :
reinforce the 1st Battalion, 5th Regiment, ARVN some 2,500 meters to the . S
. .northwest., At 1500H the battalion with Compamyy L and 2 platoons of E _
 advanced toward Hill 43 BT 122321, At 1530H Company L moving northwest
made contact. Movement continued. At 1645H the battalion turned o
move toward Hill 43. At 1700 the battalion came under heavy fire frem an :
estimated 200 Viet Cong supported by mortars and machine gung. - The firefight

E . sECRET
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‘Jasted until 1830H. Periodic small arme fire continued until 2030H, Night
defensive positions wers established in the vieimity of BT 122316, Gompany. .
G end one platoon of E established night defensive positions on Hill 43
BT 122321, | .

\ (3) Initial waits of the ISU arrived at HUONG XUAN and commenced
operations of logistic support of Task Force Delta,

(4) Task Foros Delta command group YB® helolifted from DA NANG to
HUONG XUAN to QUE SON BT 042347. By micmomning contact had been established
with the principal elements of the Task Force, The Command Group *C*
proceeded to HUONG XUAN by motoy march with the 3d Battalion, 3d Marines
and joined the command group at QUE SON in midaftermoon after being helolifted
from HUONG XUAN. BIT 2/1 (SIF) was alerted and permission received to commit
two companies and the command group of BLT 2/1 in support of Task Force Delta
operations agshore. The two remaining compenies were not available but were to
be landed upon arrival in the Objective Area,

£. Operations D2, 10 Degember. .

(1) At 0945H Company F (~), BLT 2/1 and elements of Gommand Group "A®
were helolifted to BT 071293 and came under hseavy emall arms &nd mortar fire,
The remeining elements uf Company F and Company G wers landed via helicopter
from the USS Valley Forge st BT 067304, Company G, BLT 2/1, and Company E,
24 Battalion, 7th Marines covered the withdrawael of Company F (-) from the
initia) landing zone. By 1900H enemy contact was broken, Companies F and
G, BLT 2/1, and Company E, 2d Battelion, 7th Marines had consolidated into
& battalion perimeter defenss from ecoordinates BT 076302 to BT 079302 by 110300H.

(2) The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines continued their edvance from objec-
tives A and B to objective C BT 082325, During the advance the battalion met
light resistance. At approximately 1515H Co E junctured with Co F, BIT
2/1, and commenced a coordinated attack on Viet Cong elements in the vicinity
of BT 078292, At 1610H Company H had secured Objective C, At 1650H the
battalion wommand group and Companies F and G were 600 meters from Objective ‘
¢ and closed shortly theresafter, ‘ ‘

(3) At 0645H 3d Battelion, 3d Marines crossed the 10D in their advance
to Hill 43, BT 123321, At 1300 the battalion had secured Hill 43 and had
established defengive positions there, At 1400H the battalion was ordered
to Objective C to juncture with the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines, By 1535H the
. battalion was located at BY 095330 proceeding toward Objective C, By 1730H
the battalion had closed Objective C and had established night defensive positions
in conjunction with elements of 24 Battaiion, 7th Marines. '

W

(4) Compeny € (=), 3d Reconnaissance Battalion arrived im QUE SON
the evening of the 9th., On 10 December the Company patrolled approximately
2,500 meters south of QUE SON and received occasionsl small ams fire during

the patrol.

(5) The ISU became fully operational and provided logistic support
via helicopter for the elements of the Task Force.

6
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(6) Companies E and H, BLT /1 conducted en at pea transfer from the USS
Montrose to the USS Valley Forge in preparation for helolift into the objective
area on 11 Decembsr,

g. Qosrations D3, Il Decegber.

(1) BLT 2/1 prepared tp receive CQmpauioa ® and H for a planned advance
gouth, Compamies E and H were lifted into vieinity BT 0930 from USS Vallyy
Forge. BLT 2/1, after arrival of Companies E and H, commenced their advance
oguth by 1800H the units dispositions were; 6qmpaniea E and G consolidated
from BT 085285, to BT 087285, Campany F BT 082287, Company H BT 075296, The

BLT had met light to moderate Viet Cong resistance:

PECRET

(2) At epproximately 0630H 24 Battalion, 7ok Marines advanced from
Objective C with Compenies E, G, and H to the south to link-up with
Companies E and G of BLT 2/1, At approximately 1000H the over land juncture
was accomplished in the vicinity BT 097301, Compeny F; and 8lmm mortars and
106 recoiless rifles were helolifted from Objective B to Objective C,

The Battalion then advenced Company H south in an assault of Hill 407, BT
0729by 111830H the leading elements were:at the fop of Hi1ll1l'407." T

company closed shortly thereafter ard comeolicdated for the night. Cunpaniea
E and G with the Battalion CP were disposed in a per%*etor defense for
the night at BT 067302 to BT 068302 to BT 064299 to BT 064304. Company F
and 8lmm mortars and 106 recoilless rifles remained on Objective C in coor=
dinated defense with 3d Battalion, 3d Marines.

(3) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines occupied Objoetive C and patrplled
JBOO 2000 meters to the west and 1,000 meters to the east. An extensive
tunnel and cave system was found in vicinity Objective G, BT 076323 and BT
083325, The system included areas large areas large enough to house 75
eople and included cooking and ventilation venks, [These caves were searched
gn deteil and destroyede

: (4) The Task Force CP continucd to eperate from QUE SON, TPQ air
strikes by Marine aircraft were planned and condusted during thp night on
' targets; BT 098275, BT 106275, BT 104270, BT 125280, BT 135280, ‘BT 082227,
Targeta were suspected assombly and storage areasP and unit Iooations.‘

B, WM

(1) At 15008 BLT 2/1 cammencod advanco southweat through rid ©

. squares BT 0828 and 0927, A defensive ‘position vieinity BT 113277 to
. BT 106272 wes established that evening,

(2) Previous plans to helolift the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines
pere cancelled due to bad weather in the battalions location, At 1335H the
migsion was modified and the battalion directed t¢ .qccupy an area vieinity
of BT 045292, Hill 106, Company F mw“;d from Objective C and joined the Bat-
talion at 1550H. The batialion adwunc

Night defensive positions were established for Companies E, F, and G in the
7
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overland in tacticel column to HBill’106;
the leading elements arriving at 1735H, The remaining elements closing at 1830H,
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Yicinity BT 045291, The battalion CP was located at BY 047294, ' Company H ‘re-
mained at Hill 407, BT 077276,

(3) At 120730H the first of an eventual series of four B-52 strikes
ocourred, This strike hit a reported VC bage area in the valley SE ef Hill 330 ~
(BT 0925-1227-1326~1124). Considered noteworthy in this strike was the timing
and coverage, Immediately after the first strike, three additional strikes were
planned by G-3 USMACV and GG Task Force Delta based on current intelligence.
During this planning; CG TFD was informed that 1000 meters was the deflection
pafety distance for friendly troops. ©o

S

(4) The 34 Battalion, 3d Marines were helolifted from vicinity Objective

C commencing approximately 0900H to landing zons BT 145285 with the assigned mis-

pion of searching and destroying to the sputh’ in the valley BT 1328 and BT 1125 !
and to provide demsge surveillance of the B=52 SAC strike conducted between 0705H

and 0730H 12December, At 1005H the leading elements had arrived and secured the

landing sone vieinity BT 145285. The remaining elements were all landed by 1015H.
At approximately 1115H Companies L and G advanced on either side of the valley. At .
1400H Company L had secured Hill 100 BT 1228, Cempany G came under heavy small

arms and mortar fire at the base of Hill 180 BT 1327, Air and artillery strikes
were called in support but Company G could mot sdvance due to an unfordable river.
The Compeny retracted and helolifted to Hill 180 commencing 1650H. The 1lift was
supported by air preparation of the hill and completed at 1725H, During the after- ,
noon the 24 Reconnaissence Company, 529th ARVN, junetured with the Battalion and
conducted patrols and established outposts to the south and east. By darkness 5
Companies L and G established defensive positions on Hills 100 and 180 respectiv- . -
f;ly, the rama,ini,ng uuits established defensive positions in conjunction with the

attalion CP, ' ‘ ; o o ‘

(1) At approximately 130400H a mesisage wes received from 3dMarDiv with
information that the B-52 strike requested for that day would occur at BT 0623~
0625~0925=-0923, The message also directed that no friendly troops be within
3000 meters of the strike zone, This necessitated the withdrawale? all friend- ()
ly troops to the north of grid line 28 and postponament of a planned helicopter
1ift of a mortar platoon and troops to the top of hill 407, The withdrewal of
troops was completed by approximately 081%H,

(2) At 130440H, 2/1 was ordered to withdraw to north of grid line 28
becauss of the scheduied B=%52 strike, At 1015H the BLT was ordered to continue
their search and destroy mission to the south and to advance commencing 1300H.
By 1800H the BLT was disposed from BT 100267 to BT 109273, There had been no
enemy contact except that Company H had spprehended eight (8) Viet Cong dres-
sed ag women on Hill 330 BT 1127, The BL) had advanced slowly over rough
terrain across a 2,000 mster front,

(3) At 1130H 2d Battalion, 7th Marines conducted a heliborne assault
from BT 043291 to asecure Hill 185 BT 0228, Company H, early D+5 was moved
north of east-west grid line 28 in preparation for B-52 strike. At 1015H
Company H commenced movement to Hill 407 Bt 0727 to secure position for one
platoon of 4.2 mortars sited for fire support of cperations further to south

8
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in the hill mass, At approximately 1420H the battalion was disposed from BT _
029288 to BT 031283 with Compeny F at BT 029288 prepared to advance to Hill 185, I
Company H, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines now sttached to the battalion remained at '
previous nights battalicon CP location,prepared to reinforce, At 1610H the bat-
talion wvas ordered to advance mouth to VIET AN BT 0226, At 1940H the lead ele-
ments reached VIET AN; ths remsining elements closed shortly thereafter and
established defensive positions. The Battslion met light resistance during the
dqy.

4 (4) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines sontinusd the search of the vallsy and
the entrance to the valley. Many caves were found throughout the valley area.
At BT 127277 caves were found containing cots, blankéts, end medicel supplies,

At 1700H the battalion located caves containing sewing machines; large quantities
of medical supplieg, large quantities of uniform material, flash light batteries,
ball point pens, and documente, At darkness the search ended, units established
positions for the night. The battalion CP was located at Hill 100 BT 129286,

Jo Operstions D+6, 14 December. ’

(1) BIT 2/1 continued their advance south over Hill 370 BT 0926 toward

TRUNG LAM (3) in vieinity BT 0925. The battalion received ocoasional small amms
.fir'., Extremely rough terrain necessitated cutting through dense jungle growth.

Kt 1830H the BLT established a perimeter defense in vicinity BT 074240, The bat-
talion was directed to provide damage surveillance of the B=52 strike zone in its
area of operations, but because of rough terrain, bad weather, and time limitationp
was able to search only the east quarter of the strike gone during this and the
next day. ‘ S . o

g,
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: (2) The 2d Battalion9 7th Merines exncuted a heliborno aaaault to tho
high ground vicinity BT 0023 in an effort to block along a reported Viet Cong
ferry site on the SONG CHANG., At 1125H the battalion reported no fire from the
lending zone, hovever, helicopters were receiving 50 Cal MG fire from vicinity

- of AT 994222, Air and 8lmm mortars were directed at the MG location with excellent
results, At 1430H the front line positions were reported from AT 999233 to BT

002223, At 1440H a mortar platoon of 1/12 was laid and ready to fire at BT 999232,

The battalion dispatched one unit to secure the forty erossing at the suspected
location AT 993221, The battalion CP with Company F and Compeny H, 2d Battalion

9th Marines consolidaeted and defended for the night at BT 000232, Company G

established defensive positions at BT 002232, -

(3) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines continued the ad¥ance through the valley
to the southwest, Again found many caves, and lecated an abandoned guerrilla
base camp at BT 133274, From BT 131274 to BT 131265 the battalion found surgical
uniforms, ID cards and bandages, At BT 129270 found 1300 lbas of rice, Additionally
large quantities of salt, gasoline and 3 sewing machines were found, At BT 119265
in the area hit by B-52's, the battslion found 12 bodies with cartridge belts, gren-
ades and a Russian carbine. At 1554 the battalion had searched to BT 115253,

ko Operationg D7, 15 Decewber.

(1) BLT 2/1 continued search and destroy operations. Platoon patrols
searched in the following areas: Company E, BT 0624; Company G, BT 0623; Company B,

9
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BT 0723, The patrols encountered many tunuels and occasional Viet Cong suspects in
caves. By evening the BLT had consolidated for the night in the following positions;
Company E, from BT 066242 to BT 069243; Company F, from BT 069243 to BT 069238; Com~
pany G, from BT 069238 to BT 066237; Company H, from BT 006237 to BT 066242,

(2) The 24 Battalion, 7th Marines remained in the ferry site area and oon-
ducted patrols in and arousd that erea, Company F patiolled in an area AT 985227
to AT 986230 southwest to grid line z3 and south to the river, Company H; 2d
Battalion, 9th Marines patrolled from the river BT 000218 to BT 000227 to BT 024220
and south to the northern edgs of the SONG CHANG and northwest along the river,
Company H rejoined the battalion at 1330H and remained with the battalion and
Company G at BT 024220, At 1630H the ferry site was located at AT 993221 by Company
F who disposed toc occupy and control ths site, By darkness Companies F and H, 24
Battalion, 9th Marines had established defensive positicms in conjunction with
their CPs located at AT 996219 and BT 003218 réspectively, The remaining Compenles
en;.;bliahod night defensive positions in conjumnctien with the battalien CP at BT
001232, ‘ ’ ‘

ERUT

(3) The 3d Battalion, 3d Marines continued their search of PHUCC HA .
Valley area finding several weapons including three TSMG's and one BAR and four :
dead at BT 143280, At 1100H shortly after finding the above weapons and bodies
the battalion made contact at BT 144283 with the ememy who employed 60mm and 8lmm
mortars, Shortly thereafter, 1114H, Company G receiwed small arms fire in the
vieinity BT 145279, Artillery firve was directed againat the area and a platoon
dispatched to gearch the area, The five wus believed to be diversionary to
detract from the search area where wsapons were found, At 1330H BT 142289 Company
G found one c¢loth pullover gas mask, At 1500H Company G, 2d Battalion, 4th Marines
arrived at the battalion CP and came under OPGON of the 3d Battalion, 3d Marimes.
Additionally the battalicn found largs quantities of rice, fish oil, and 5,000
meters of communications wire, By darkness the buttalion esyablished defensive

positions,

1. Di8, 16 December.

(1) At 0850H as BIT 2/1 continued theiz @earch mmgmm%mmn, .
3d Marines, they received sporadic small amms fire from coordinates BT 093233, -

At 1130H the battalion made and maintained contact at BT 110240 with an estimated

40 to 50 Viet Cong. By midafternoon the Viet Cong Company broke éontact and with-
drew, By evening the battalion sstablished defensive positions as follows: Com-
pany E, BT 105239 to BT 1082393 Company G, BT 105239 to BT 1042365 Company H, BT

1107326 to BT 1002395 the battalion CP was located wt BT 1072306,

(2) At 0730H the 24 Battelion, 7th Marines departed the ferry site to |
conduct search and clear operaticns to the east, Swollen streams caused by the ;
continuous heavy rains slowed the tactical column throughout the dey, At BT ;
039210 the battalion found what appeared to bs a Viet Cong staging area, Ons of 1
thé buildings at the site contained many bload stains and used bandages. Several
caves were found in the area. Ths battalion establishsd defensive perfmeter
positions in the vicinity BT 068211, " ‘

, (3) 3d Battalion, 3d Marines continued their search of the PHUOC HA
Valley area, During the morning Company G, 24 Battalion, 4th Marines locgted ten
tons of rice at BT 128294, At 1015H Compsuy E at BT 127277 and Company G, 2d Bat-
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talion; 4tk Marines at BT 117257 were alerted and prepared to move south to block
or attack those Viet Cong units in contact with BLT 2/1, The battalion was not em=-
ployed in a blocking role and ¢ontinued their searsh, Additional caves were dis-
covered at BT 133294 whisch contained small quantities of medical supplies, At
15408 the ARVN reconnaissance Company under OPCON of the battalion discovered a
cave at BT 119258 conlimiming 25 Viet Cong bodies wearing derk grey uniforms., At
1700H the battalion established night defemsive positions in conjunction with the
battalion CP.

m, Di8 through D12, 17 ilrough .20 December.

(1) On theevening of 16 December Task Forse boltn issued orders to the
three participating battalions to commence searsh and clear operations to the
east and northeast toward Highway 1 for eventual retraction afrom the area of

operations, ‘

(2) BIT 2/1 commenced their advance at 170930H. At 171230H the lead
elements were located at BT 113252, At 171334H BLT 2/1 reported their front
lines at BT 126269 with no signifiscant ocourrences, At 175050H the BLT reported
that they were closing on Hill 180 BT 1327 and had recsived occasional small
arms fire during the move from BT 125269, At 172000H the BIT defended from the
following positions: Company E, BT 133275 to BT 135276; Company G, BT 131276/ to
BT 134278; Company H, BT 134278 to BT 135279, At 180945H the BIT advanced from
their night positions. At 181320H the forward elemsnts of the BLT had reached the
river at BT 183304, The river was swollen and impassable requiring a helolift, At
181800 the helo-ferry-lift was completed and unit dispositions for the night were:
Company E, BT 187305 to BT 187302; Company G, BT 190304 to BT 187305; Company H, BT
187303 to BT 190304, The BLT CP was located at BT 189308, On the 19th the BIT “eon-
tinued their movemsnt and clssed at L and M Battery positions BT 2331 during the
afterncon; by dark all BLT uoits wers helolifted to the SLF for deployment and
future relief of units at the PHU BAI swmclave.

: (3) At 170855 the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines wontinued to search and
clear to the east, At 170959H the battalion reported their leading elements at
BT 096213, By 171114H the battalion rsported their lead element at BT 110218,

The battalion continued their movement east reporting their lead slement at BT
130218 at 171217H, At 171250H the battalion received :long range smell arms fire
in the vicinity of BT 133219 to BT 129219, At 171430H the battalion reported its
lead elements at BT 144219, At 171810H the battalion lsad elsments halted for the
day and established might positione of Compuny F and Compsny H, 2d Battalion, 9th
Marines at BT 164222, Company G, upon closing osteblished their defensive posi-
tions to the east and in conjunction with Company G and H defensive positions. At
180800H the battalien continued ite movement tc the east, At 181005H the lead
elements were reported at BT 220227, At 181009H the battalion halted their sdvance
to. helo-evac nedical casuaities and equipement from BT 177219, The advance com-
tipued after the 1ift and at 181303H the lead slements of the tactical ecolumn were
logated at BT 225228, At 181330H the battalion reportsd lead elements:im contact
vith an estimated Viet Cong platoon at BT 225223, the platoon was taken under fire,
broke contact and withdrew., At 181350H the Viet Cong attacked ths center of the
battalion at two locations BT 21222/ and et BT 219225 in an attempt to cut the
tactical column, In addition to small arms fire the Viet Cong employed
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" mortars, machine guns, and 57mm recoilless rifles; their strength was estimated ‘
"at mors than & reinforced company. The battelion consolidated their positions . :
in KY PHU BT 2122 while Company F flanked the attacking Viet Cong. Company H,

. 2d Battallon, 9th Marines, supported by artillery, made their way from the

' rear to reinforce and rsjoin the center of the column, The attack lasted .
approxinately three hours after which the remaining Viet Cong slements withdrew.
The battalion suffered light casualties while the Viet Cong, after final count
the following morning, suffered over 100 KIA. By evening the battalion :
established defensive positions from BT 215226 to BT 218227 to BT 215224 to :
BT 218225. On the 19th the battalion conducted & search of the Viet Cong positions
finding & trench line and bunker system, Weapons and many bloody bandages
found in the bunker system indicsted mmerous wounded, but not counted,
during the previous days battle, After destroying the enemy positions
the battalion continued their advance east. At 191445H the battalion reported
its location at THON HAI BT 2425 and headed for BT 280225 where they were
to entruck to stage abt TAM KY for the motor march back to the CHU 1Al enclave,
However, the highway bridge at BT 291240 wes rendered impessable dus to
demage by the enmemy action and the convoy could not make the asaigned .
entrucking area, In order to juncture with the convoy a foot bridge was
installed at BT 263253, At 191750H the last element of the battalion
crossed the foot bridge on their wey to entruck north of the damaged bridge

« 291240, Upon reaching the road Company H, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines
entrucked and departed for the ISA where they joined a convoy for the DA NANG
enclave closing DA NANG late that evening. The 2d Battalion, 7th Marines
entrucked and after receiving and returning small arms fire from the villege
of PHOUNG HOA (2) BT 2923 departed for the CHU LAT enclave.

X T el

(4) At 170805H the 3d Battaliony 3d Marines commenced their sdvance ’
northeast., Movement was difficult dus to heavy rains and nsar impassable
gtresms, At 171400H Company E received suall arms fire at BT 155293, the
battalion returned fire and ealled armed helicopters killing two (2) Viet
Cong, The battalion proceeded to vicinity BT 179313 where the stream was
impassable, Helicopters commenced lifting Company G, 2d Battalion, 4th
Marines and ths 2d ARVN Reconnaissance Company, 529th, from BT 175314 to
L Battery positions BT 235316, The 1ift began &t approximately 171700H .
and halted at 171750H due to bad weather, During the night Companies E
and G remained with the battalion'CP at BT 175313 while the two lifted
companies remained at Battery Lfs positious. The next morning Companies
E and G were helolifted to BT 235316 where they joined Company G, 2d
Battalion, 4th Marines entrucked end proceeded to the ISA BT 1544. The
battalion was then 1ifted at approximately 181500H, via helicopter to
DA NANG, The 1ift was completed at 181900H.

(5) At 191350H the Task Force CP began displacing to the ISA
BT 1544 to better control the retraction of all units from the objective area.

(6) Artillery and other combat support and logistic units commenced
12
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phase«out in ¢onjunction with the retrastion of imfantry umits., Sufficient
infantry security was provided all supportiag units during the retraction. -
On the 20th ths last remaining security and logistic support elements depart-
ed the ISA at 1815H via motor march slosing the DA NANG enclave at 2030H,

At approximately the same time Task Force Delts CP cloased the DA NANG enclave,

n. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE. See enslosure (5).
12, RESULIS.

8, Geporsl. Most significant results of Operation HARVEST MOON are the
severe losses inflicted on a major Viet Cong Command, destruction of a large
enenmy supply imstellation, and the pasychological impact om both the Viet Cong
forces and the local populace of friendly offensive operations, conducted almost
at vill, in an area wvhich had bsen strongly controlled by the Viet Cong.

b, Friendly Equipment end Material losses.

(1) One H-3/ helicopter dus to mechanical failure.
(2) One UH-1E helicopte:r due to ground fire,

(3) Ons AN/PRC 10 redic with MIA forward observer accompanying ARVN "
Foreces, "

R

¢, Eusny Equipment and Meterial losses.

(1) Supplies: 45 tons of rice, 1l tons of tea, 1,200 gallons of figh
oil, 3 tons of salt, large store of peanuts, 500 1lbs of sugar, 300 lbg of
soup mix, 125 gallons of fusl, 500 flashiight batteries, medical supplies,
3,800 meters plus 40 bolts uniform cloth, 600 complete uniforme, 15,000 bwubtons,
large quasntities of paper and rells of brown plastic material,

(2) Equipment: 9 bicyeles, 31 pick/mattock, 15 entrenching tools, 200
bamboo signal drums, 3 sewing mechines, 1 16 inch loud speaker, 1 cloth

pullover gas mask, 4 AN/PRC=10 raudics, "1 AN/PRCa9 radic, 1 AN/PRC=6 radio and
25 000 meters of communicationa wire,

(3) VWeapons:s 107 totals | | | o ' | .

(a) Crew served: 2 57mn recoilless rifles, 1 8lmm mortar, 1 60mm
mortar, 1 ,50 Cal MG, 2 M1919Ak,MG 1 DPM MG, 1 French MG, 2 CZECH BRNO MG
(1 1s CHICOM copy), and 2 B-/0 rocket lsunchers. '

| (b) Individuml: 12 US BAR, 6 TSMG, 14 M=l rifles, 4 M=1 carbinol,
1K<50, 5 MATK«49, 1 AK, 38 K44, 8 MAJ=36, 3 MAUSERS, 1 ENFIELD, 1 UNK SMG,
and 1 UNK rifle.
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(¢) Miscellaneouss 2 grenade launchers, 1 12,7 mm AA MG tripod
and 1 81lpm mortar base plate,

(d) Ammunition: 10,000 small arms rds, 24 57 recoilless rifle rds,
13 8lmn mortar rds, 73 60mm mortar rds, 14 cases 50 Cal, .

d. Priendly Losses: KIA - 4, WIA = 265%, DOW = 6, MIA = 1, NBD = L,
#* Ag of 23 December 1i2 WIA had been returned to duty.

. Enegy Losges.
(1) KIAs GONFIRMED POSSIBLE
Ground Forces: 314 327
Marine Airs (2] 284,
SAC: 24, UNK @

(2) WIA: estimated 100

sife. -
P2 EN

(3) Vv6C: 33 (including 4 PAVN)

E T

(4) vCS: 231

(5) Ralliers: 3 (including 2 PAVN)

13, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS. See enclosurs (6).
L. COMMDIRS ANALISIS. o
- . Enemy. |

(1) Noteworthy in this operation was the very epparent lack of responss/ . E

reaction by VC units against potentislly luerative targets in the objective ‘area, . -
some static for relatively long periods of time, In certain of these cases, such

s the Tagk Force Command Post and the logistie Support Area, the risk was recog-
nized but accepted on a carefully considered basis, with due precaution exercised.
In other cases the presentation of targets to VC activity was involuntary, often
dictated by conditions beyond the control of the Task Force, Notable among these
was bad weather which at times prevented movement of certain heavy support weapons.
Although sctive operations detrimental to the VC effort continued to be initiated
from these positions, there were no significant enemy efforts directed against

such targets,

(2) Similarly, the VC failed to respond to the large-scale use of Route
1 by troop, artillery, and supply comvoys proceedimg south from DaNang and north
from Chu Iai to the objective area, a distance of 22 and 41 miles respectively.
Pifty-four convoys were conducted over Route 1 during the period 9=20Dec with:. .
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only occesional small arms fire and occasional mortar rounds directed at vehicles.
One vehicle was damaged by a mine, slightly wounding the driver and ssslstant '
driver, and sewveral troop within trucks were hit, nouns seriously, by small arms
fire, There was no serious opposition by the VietCong.

(3) Although ARVN officers familiar with the objestive area cautiomed
about extensive minefields and defenspve positionms in certain areas deep within
the VC homeland which we planned to penetrats, subsequent movement of units
through these areas revealed an almost total lack of such defenses.

b. Weather and Terrsin.

(1) Of the eleven days that Task Force Delta was actively engaged in
operations egainst VG forces and installations, good weather (clear and sunny)
was experienced on only two days; marginal westher was encountered on three
days (ceil.ings 500 -~ 1200 feet; visibility 1 = 3 miles; light, intermittent
rain); and bad weather was the order of the dsy during the other six days.

e RRIs T

(2) The terrain was either high and rugged or low, flat, wet ground
with very little sdverage between the two., The few existing roads and trails
had been systematically destroyed by the VC during a period of better than a
year. An engineer estimate indicated a major engineer effort of approximately
a month’s duration was necessary to place one road, which 'could have been used
as an MSR, into use, Accordingly, trafficability in the area was poor; mobility
was vested in two means: foot or heliscopter,. '+

(3) These adverse conditions of weather and terrain dictated a positive
requirement for detailed alternate plans, particularly in view of the heavy
reliance on helicopters dictated by poor ground trafficability. When helicop-
ters were unable to fly, primary plans had to be cancelled and alternate
plans immediately substituted for tivop sommitments and troop and supporting
wespon movement, ‘ '

c. Geperal. Most lessons learned in this operation are merely reaffirma- '
tion of existing doctrime. Certain recormendations conteined in annexes to this
report as submitted by various participating units and staff sections, are being
evaluated within the 3d Marine Division, Additional items considered significant
follows

(1) Artillery was used extensively in the operation, Two towed bat—
teries of 155mm Howitzers were convoyed to firing positions along Route 1
and covered a large portion of the TAOR, Two batteries of 105mm Howitzers
were lifted by helo into position generally in the center of the objective
ares providing additional coverage., Remaining areas that could not be covered
by artillery were covered by 4.2" mortar and howtar platoons helolifted imto
suitable positions withk plans to leap frog them alomg in trace of the wide-
ranging battalion.. :

(2) The UH-1E helicopter was used extensively as a reconnaissance
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and command vehicle, and when gunfigured, for e¢lose support of infantry and
troop convoys, particularly when weather prevented the use of fixed wing air.

In the widely extended and rapidly moving situation experienced in HARVEST MOON,
the UH-1E was essential for the overall commander and highly desirable for use
by the battalion commanders, to whom it was mads available on many occasions.

- (3) Where possible, landing zones for 1ifts of assaulting units &nd

. lending sites for resupply of units moving overland, were selected on high
ground, It was found that littls, if any, opposition was experienced in the uge
of such L2's. The VC seemed to have prepered his defenseu solely on the lower
slopes of those hill ‘masses he defended ‘ A .

‘ (4) Acourate, a;etemntic and timely reporting is mandatory. Reporta
must have sufficient detail to enswer at least who, what, when, where, and when
possible, how end why. The reporting requirement demands the meticulous atten- ‘
eetion of commanders st all echelona. , ‘ ‘

(5) The requirement for poaitive and easy indentification of videly .
separated friendly unit locations on the ground to aviators and observers :
airborne was re-smphasized during this operation, The identificatiom problems
stenmed primarily from difficult terrain, sdverse weather, and unfamiliarity
of some pilots with the area, Better solutions to existing air-ground identi-
fication procedures are beimg sought within the 3d Marine Division,

(6) Several B-52 strikes were employed im support of the groumd eperation
durdng HARVEST MOON. Ths bombs: wers dropped where they were supposed to be dropped,
when they were supposed to be dropped and with excellent area coverage, A need
existe to promulgate troop safety limits to field commanders and to develop & means
of immediately and directly informing the field commander when the last bomb is °

dropped,

(7) During most of the operation, troops of the infantry battslions im
particular, were exposed to heavy, frequent rainfall and almost continual
wading through flooded paddies, streans, and rivers, .Serveral problems were
developed because of this constant exposure which kept the individual Marine .
andwll of his weapons and equipment thoroughly soaksd.

(a) Tumersion foot became a real problem, Certein antidotes in
addition to medical treatment, were used during the operation such as the
automatic issue of thousands of pairs of nsw, dry socks during resupply of the
battalions; fires were built where possibls to dry feet, socks and boots;
and units of company size were rotated out of the operation with fresh companies
esslgned as reliefs, :

(b) Field boots rotted very rapidly and a high replacemsnt rate
was experienced, Issue of needed boots was also effected, on request by bate
talions, during the daily helo resupply.

i

vigHit

: () The jungle boot inner sols chafed feet badly after comtinued e
immersion in water, An unsatisfactory equipment report is being prepared on
this ftem,

=

(d) A definite need exists for weapons cleaning gear vhich is an
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individuel, waterproofed item of issue., Cloth swabs for bore cleaning, for
example, are currently packaged in large, um-waterproofed bundles, usually
wrapped in omly regular department store-type wrapping paper., These large
bundles containing thousands of patches arrived at battalions in resupply
runs, &lready water-soaked even before distributiorn to companies, A retura
to the W II small waterproof packeit conteining about ten cloth swabs is
needed, Lubricating cil is received most often im large; several gallon
contaimers, or larger, which complicates diatribution to the individual and
often results in mueh waste through spillage. Smaller containers are essent-
ial, 4 water-proof, spray type lubricant of the WD-4{0 type appears to be
highly desirable for operations in extremely wet climates.

(8) The attitude of the villagers in the QUE SON District Headquarters
is worthy of note, The village had been asurrounded by VC for more than & year.
The only road into the village from the coast and Route 1, was impassable be-
cause of extensive demolition by the VC during that year., Buses and other
vehicles were parked within the village, stranded, unable to proceed more than
500 meters along the road in any direetion, The village was slowly beimg
constricted and strangled. An air of hopelessness and apathy pervaded the
entire ares, This changed to cheer, hopefulness and optimism, almost overnight,
vhen sizeable mumbers of friendly forces began to arrive im the vicimity, It
was obvious that the villagers were under the impression that these forces
were going to stey, They welcomed the Americans whole-heartedly and; on
departure of the troops ten days later, sincere regret was evinced not only
by the village officials, but alss by a large part of the population,
(Enclosure (8)).

(9) Insofar as civie action is concernmed, hundreds cf villagers
were treated in the village dispensery by the small medicel staff attached to
the Task Farce Headquarters, Medicsl supplies and blankets were made aveil-
able to the village dispenssry through the Distriet Chief, obtained from
Civie Action Medical Assistance Progrem sources., Certain obvious damage
to private property, primarily that caused by air resupply drops, was settled
on the spot through the District Chief or other local officials, using small
amounts of captured funds made available by 3d Marine Divisien G-2 for this
purpose., Otherwise time and geographical remoteness of the village pre-
cluded major civic action ondeavorso

/ﬁ
i 7
/3. M. PLATT
7 , /
DISTRIBUTION: L
II1 MAF - 12 i
3dMarDiv - 5 i
Mw - 3 o :l!}
. , o
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HEADQJARTERS
111 Marine Amphibious Force and Naval Component GCommand
Militery Assisteance Command, Vietnam
¢/o FPO, San Francisco
California, 96601 '
7/nmd
1080

Ser; 001066

SECHET
From: Commending General

To: Copmander, United States Military Assistance Oommand Vietnan
(Attention; MACY J-1)

Subj: Monthly Strength Rei)ort for period snding 31 December 1965.
Cof:  (a) COMUSMACY Directive 335:14 (NOTAL)

Encl: (1)_,§trength Report

1. In accbrdance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted,

2. This letter becomes unclassified upon removal of the enclosure,

Py L. MCDERMOTT.

By direction
Copy to:
CG FMFPAC rd

. &
. CG FMFPAC/I MAC (FWD) _
CG 3DMARDIV

CG 15T MAW

¢G FLSG

Gwl, 1I1 MAF

G-a, 111 MAF

63, 111 wr——=<_ <

G4, II1 MAF e

111 MAF LNO TO HACY (2)

FILE

Oopy /0 of /7 copies
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SECERT FERSONNEL PERS ONNEL
PCS IN-COUNTRY TDY IN-COUNTRY TOTAL PERSONNEL
MARINE NAVY MARINE NAVY MARINE ~ HAVY DD

USIT DESIGNATION :CORPS: PROVINCE ; LOCATION : (FF ENL OFF EEL  AGGR; (FF ENL (FF ESL AGGR; (FF ENL (FF ENL _ AGGR; CIV ; EEMARKS
BQ 111 MAF/NCC 1 Quang Nam Danang 84 157 5 2 24g , 84 157 6 2 249
3rdMARDIV FMF

HGBN

HqGo(includes 3dMar] Quang Nam Dansng 124 723 13 27 887 3 27 17 23 70 127 750 30 50 957

Div Staff)

ServCo 15§ 318 333 15 318 333

GCommGo 11 356 367 11 356 367

MPCo 5 111 116 5 11 116 :
—JlstforggReconbo .9 1es o ooooow3we .. 9 128 __ = 137 .
SUB TOTAL 16k 1636 13 "27 1840 3 27 17 23 70 167 1683 30 50 1910 _ﬂ
3dMarBegt

BqCo 1 Quang Fam Danang 19 251 2 2 27k 19 251 . 2. 2 27%.

1stBn,lstMar 37 983 3 57 10890 37 983 3 57 1080

1stBa, 3dMar 39 1023 3 53 1118 29 1023 3 53 1118
_2ndBp,istMer 1 Thau Thein Phu Bai _ = 36 975 3 49 1063 3% 975 3 b9 1063
SUB TOTAL 131 3232 11 16}/ 383 _ 13r 3232 11 161 3535
LihMarRegt

HqCo 1 Quang Tin Chu Lai 19 251 2 2 274 19 251 2 2 274

‘1stBn,lthMay 37 965 2 59 1063 37 965 2 59 1063
__2pdBa 4thMar 36 -951 3 53 1043 3% 951 3 53 1043
SUB TOTAL 92~ 2167 7 11k 2380 - 92 2187 7 11k 2380
7thMarRegt :

HqCo 1 Quang Tin Chu lal 21 281 2 3 307 21 281 2 3 307

1stBn,7thMar 39 979 3 62 1083 9 979 3 62 1083

2ndBa, 7thMar 38 914 3 55 1010 38 g1k 3 55 1010

3dBa,7thMar ~ 37 92 3 57 1039 3% e 3 57 1039
SUB™ TOPAL 135 3116 11 177 3439 135 3116 11 177 ~ 343% L

SECHE?T
ERCLOSURE (1)
1
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PCS IN-COUNTRY

TDY IN-COUNTRY

TOTAL PERSCHNEL

MARINE NAVY MARINR FAVY DoD
UNIT DESIGNATION :CORPS; PROVINCE ; LOCATION : OFF ENL (FF ENL AGGR; CFF RNL (FF ENL AGGR; (OFF ENL (FF ENL _ AGGR; CIV : REMARKS
9thMarRegt
EqCo I Quang Fam Danang 15 194 2 3 214 15 194 2 3 214
1stBn,5thMar 35 969 3 56 1063 35 969 3 56 1063
2ndBn,9thMar 3% 955 2 54 1047 3% 955 2 54 1047
3dBn,3dMar. 29 %67 3 55 1054 29 967 3 55 1054
33Bn,QthMar 32 9535 3 51 10841 32 955 3 51 1041
SUB TOTAL 147 boBo_ 13 219 G419 167 _Gobg 13 219 4439
1l2thMarRegt
EqBtry I Quang Nam Danang 22 209 3 L 238 22 209 3 L 238
18tBn,12thMar 43 701 2 14 760 43 701 2 14 760
2ndBn,12 thMer 38 599 3 13 653 38 599 3 1 653
3dBn,12 thMar I Quang Tin Chu Lai 35  shg 4 11 599 35 5U4g L 11 599
3dBn,1lthMar 41 723 2 13 779 b1 723 2 13 779
4thBa,12thMar I  Theu Thein Phu Bei 30 484 0 9 523 30 484 o 9 523
S*HowBtry 1. _Quang Nam Danang 8 196 0 4 208 8 196 0 L 208
SUB_TORAL 217 3461 14 68 3760 217 3461 14 68 3760
3dMTBn .
E&8Co I Quang Ean Danang 7 84 0 8 99 7 84 -0 8 - 99
"ARGo, 3dMTBa 3 70 0 o 73 3 70 0 0 73
"B%Co,3dKT3n I  Thau Thein Phu Bai 1 10 0 0 11 1 10 0 0 11
"G"Go,3dMTBn I Quang Tin Chu Lai 3 7? 0 1 81 3 77 0 1 81
*C*Co,1stMTBR 3 81 0 1 85 3 81 ) 1 85
SUB TOTAL 17 322 c 10 349 17 322 o0 10 aug
3dMedBn
B&SCo 1 Quang Nam Yanang 3 101 8 s 157 3 101 8 45 157
"A"Co,3dMedBn I  Thau Thein Phu Bai 0 16 120 50 78 0 16 12 50 78
"B"Co, 3dMedBa I - Quang Tin Chu Lai 0 31 15 107 153 0 31 15 107 153
®C"Co,3dMedBn I Quang Fam Danang 0 0 18 102 120 0 0 18 102 120
*D*Co, 3dMedBn 0 0 1 6 ? 0 o} 1 6 ?
"C*Co,]stMedBn I _GQuang Tin Chu Lai 0 1 1 5 v 0 1 1 5 7
SUB_TOTAL 3 19 85 53& 522 3 149 S5 3k§ 522
SECHET
2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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SECRET FERS ONNBL
PCS INCOUNTRY TDY IN-CQUNTRY TOTAL PERSONEEL
MARINE MARINE DOD
UNIT DESIGNATION :CORPS: PROVINCE ; LOCATION ; OFF ENL (FF ENL AGGR; (FF ZNL CFF ENL AGGR; OFF  ERL (FF IXNL AGGR; CIV ; REMARES
3dReconBn
H&SCo Quang Nam Danang 9 101 1 7 118 9 101 1 118
"A"Co, 4 65 o L 73 L 6% 0 73
"B"Co Quang Tin Chu Lai 4 ‘59 0 2 €5 4 59 0 65
"C"Co Quang Faz Danang 4 67 0 4 -?5 4 67 0 75
®"D*Co 4 69 ] 4 77 4 69 0 77
"C"Co,lstReconBn I Cusog Tin Chu Lai Y 720 o 3 72 4 70 o 27
SUB_TOTAL : 9 431 1 _ 24 4gs 29 - 433 1 485
34Servin
B&SCo Quang Nam Danang 27?7 3 15 307 12 277 3 307
SupCo 450 1 18 431 14 450 1 481
MaintCo 295 0 0 300 s 295 0 300
TruckCo 91 0 0 93 2 91 0 93
- SUf1,SupCo I  Quang Tin Chu Lai 248 0 6 259 5 2us 0 259
SU$2,SupCo . Thau Thein Phu Bai 85 0 4 -92 2___86 0 92
SUB TOTAL 1447 4 41 1532 Lo 447 4 1532
FSE Sub Units : : ’
SU#1 1 Quang Nem Damng 536 e 0 555 19 536 0 ¢ 555
sUs#2 I Thau Thein Phu Bai 104 0 o 108 4 104 0 0 108
- SUg3 1 __Quang Tin Chu Lai 621 0 2 642 19 621 0 2 642
SUB _TOTAL 1261 0 2 1305 42 1261 ¢ 2 __130%
3dSPBn
H&SCo Quang Nam Damang 184 1 207 12 184 1 207
"A®Co 86 0 94 3 86 ] 9k
"BRCo 83 0 92 4 83 0 92
"C*"Co ’ 84 0 92 3 84 0 92
*G"Co,]gtSPBn ~Quang Tin Chu Lai 126 1 142 5 126 1 142
563 2 627 27 563 2 627
3dEngrBn
H&SCo Quarg Nam Danang 10 120 1 3 144 10 120 1 13 e
"4%Co ' : b 7k 0 (o] 79 5 "ol 0 0 79
- *BUGo I Quang Tin Chu Lai 4 118 0o 2 124 4 118 0 2 124
"C*"Co I Quang Nam Danang 6 145 0 (4] 151 6 145 0 0 15
*C"Go, 7t hBngrBa 3 80 0 0 83 3. 80 0 0 83
*C"0d,1stBngrBn I Quang T™n Chu Lai 4 160 o 1 165 4 16> 0 1 165
Spt0o,3dXngrBn I _ Quang Nem Danang b 279 o o 283 L 279 o o = 283
SUB_TOTAL . 3 976 1 18° 1029 36926 1 16 1029
: 3' SECHRT

SECLOSURE (1)
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PCS IN-COUNTRY LY IN-COUNTRY TOTAL FERSONNEL
MARINE RAVY MARINE FAVY MARINR BAVY DOD
ONIT DESIGNATION ;CORPS: PROVINCE : LOCATION:; (FF INL (FP ENL AGGR: (FF ENL OFF ENL AGGR: (FF ENL OFFf ENL AGGR: CIY : HEMARKS
lstAnTracBn
HaSCo 1 Quang Nam Danang 17 319 2 11 349 17 319 2 1 349
"A"Co I Quang Tin Chu Lai 5 167 0 3 178 5 167 o) 3 175
"B*Ce I Quang Nam Danang 7 246 0 0 253 7 246 0 0 253
"A"Co,3dAmTracBn I Quang Tin Chu Lai 5 218 0 3 226 5 238 o 3 226
SUB POPAL 34 950 2 17 1003 3% <50 2__17 _ 1003
. 9thMTBn :
H8SGo I  Quang Nam Daoang s 65 1 9 80 5 65 1 9 80
"A®Co - - : : 3 79 0 0 82 3 79 0 0 82
"B®Co : . 3 .72 0 0 75 3 72 0 0 75
"C*Co 3 75 0 0 78 3 75 0 0 78
"D"Co : 3 74 0 0 77 3 Vad o0 77
. 2A¥Co,7thMTSn I Quang Tin Chu Lai 3 8k 0 0 87 3 8k 0 0 87
*"D*Co,7thMTBn 1 Quang Nam_“snang 1 32 0 0 33 1 32 0 0o 33
SU8_TOTAL 21 481 1 9 €12 21 481 1 9 512
33ATEn .
H&SCo I Quang Nam Danang 9 147 0 7 163 9 147 "0 7 163
"A"Co 3 63 0 1 67 3 63 0 1 67
"B*Co I Quang Tin Chu Lai 2 67 0 2 71 2 67 0 2 7
*C*"Co I' Quang Nam Danang 3 95 0 2 100 3 95 (o] 2 100
%C"Co,19tATBn 3 8s Q 2 990 3 gs 0 2 Q0
SUB TOTAL 20 457 014 491 20 4s7 0__1b L)
7thEngrBn )
HqCo I Quang Nam Danang 8 180 1 16 205 8 180 1 16 205
ServCo 6 251 o] 0 257 6 251 0 0 257
. ®"A"Co 5 156 0 0 161 5 1% 0 0 161
"BCo 5 130 ) 0 135 5 130 o ) 135
"D*Co s 138 0 0 143 5 138 0 0 143
BridgeCo 6 143 0 0 149 6 143 0 0 1ko
SUB_TOTAL 35 998 116 1050 35 998 1 16 1050
SECHET
4 ENCLOSURE (1)
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SECRET PEBESCNREL PERSOSEL

PCS INCQUNTRY DY IN-COUETRY TOTAL FERSONSNEL
MARING ¥AYY MARINE NAVY HARINE NAVY 50D
YIT DISIGNATION :CORPS: PROVINCY : LOCATION : OFF TRL FT ETXL 23GR: (FP BNL OFF EWL A58%E: &F BN (FP EYL AGGR: £1IV : ZEMsRIS
A%caBn
7&SCo 1 ouang Fam Denang 15 297 : 7 3320 15 227 b4 7 320
"A"Go 2 89 o 2 i 3 89 c 2 o%
"B"Co 5 112 0 2 117 g 1o o z 117
"g"Co 1 2Quang Tin Chu lai 2 o4 o 2 59 3 94 s 2 oc
"BNGo,1s%TksBn b 127 5 2 i 5 127 C 2 12k
SUB_TOTAL 31717 i 1% 764 33 717 ] 764
<5he n I Qusng Nam Danang 1% 584 2 8 410 18 58k 8 8 610
SUB TOTAL 18 584 8 610 18 584 r» 612
dDental Co I Quang Nan Danang 0 0 26 4 72 0 g0 26 ks 72
| 5Us TOTAL b o 26 &b 72 o 026 &b 72
SECHRRT
5 ENCLOSURE (1)
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SECHEET PERSONNEL FPRRS ONIBL
PCS IN<COUNTRY TDY INCCUNTRY TOTAL PERSOBNRL
MARINE NAvY MARINE BAVY FARINE RAVY 2m
UN1E DRSIGHATIVUS :CORPS: PROVINGS : oOGATION ; ORF 3NL FF ENL AGGR; (FF BENL (FF ZNL A3GR. (FF RNL OFF BNL  AGGR; CIV ; HEMARIS
latXAN
M¥EG=1
E&ES-1 I Quang ¥am Denang 135 796 19 28 969 & 7 o 12 110 803 10 28 982 1  Note *1
MASS-~2 19 119 138 19 116 138 2 Note #1
IBT A 1  Quang Pin Chku Lai 4 18 22 L 18 22
DET B 1 Quang Nam Danang 4 19 23 4 15 22
IET C I  GQuang Tin Chu Lai 3 1 16 3 13 16
DASC 7 19 25 7 1G 25
. MACS -7 23 221 2 p 23 221 2 248
DET A I .Biph Dinh Qui ¥non 3 17 20 3 17 20
18t LAAMBY I Quang Nam Danarg 13 481 I 1o 505 13 L8l Tl 50%
2nd LAAMBN 1  Quang Tin Chu Lai 32 Lig 1 1o 492 32 Lkg .10 Loz ‘
SUB_TOTAL 243 2152 12 S0 2487 £ 7 c. e 17 24g 2155 12 50 270 3 Note #1
- MAGw11
E&MSa11 I  Quang ¥am Denang 23 L1k Ly 12 2 L L16 Lso
MABS =11 12 490 316 521 1 1 13 450 3 16 522
VWFA~115 Ly 27k 1 2 318 41 274 b 2 316 2 THote #1
VMFA-223 . 43 278 1 2z 324 43 zZ78 1 z 324
VMCJT-1 - 29 222 251 29 222 251
VMP (AW =312 18 137 1 156 18 137 1 1%
SUB_TOTAL 176 181§ 5 21 2017 22 4 178 1817 5 21 2p21- 2 EKote #1
MAGw12
H&MS-12 I Quang Tin Chu Lai 41 357 398 7 7 by 364 405 2  Fote £l
MABS-12 i9 517 2 22 560 2 1 2 19 519 3 22 563
VMA=211 25 179 2 210 29 179 2 210
VMA=Z1L 21 170 i 192 2 6 9 24 176 1 201
. VMA-223 27 178 1 2 208 27 178 1 2 208
TMa-224 o . 19 168 1 188 3 8 11 22 176 1. 199
— MATCU-67 3 62 65 1 1 4 62 66 1 Hote #1
SUB T - 159 1631 5 26 1821 7..23 1 31 166 165k 6 26 1852 7 Rote #]
. SECRET

3 ENCLOSURE (1)
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PERSONNEL
PCS IN-COUNTRY

PERSONNEL
TDY IN-CQUNTRY

TOTAL PERSONNEL

MARINE RAYY MARINE VARINE NAVY 0D

UNIT DESIGNATION :CORPS: PROVINGE:: LOCATION : &FF BNL OFF ESL AGGR: QFF INI, OFF ENL &G7R: OFF ENL OPF ENL AGGR: CIV : REMARKS

MAG=1%

HEMS =15 I Quang Nam Danang ~ 28 273 201 2 = 11 31 281 312

¥aBS-16 11 327 5 5 359 2 i & 13 5 & %5

DRT MABS 1 Thau Thein Fhu Bai 12 12 12 12

JET MABS I Quang Ngai Quang ¥gai 2 2 2 2

DBT MaBS 1 Quang Tri <ueng Tri 2 2 2 2

SUP1,MAB3-16 1 Jquang Yam Danang 10 =38 H 72 ic 61 1 72

EMM-161 1 Thau Theiz Phu Bai 50 174 1 3 228 L L 50 178 1 3 232

EMM=263 1 Quang Nam Danang ke 173 1 3 223 2 2 L& 178 1 3 225

EMM-361 51 158 1 3 213 51 158 1 3 213

VHO=2 - 33 133 1 5 172 3 3 33 136 1 5 175 2 - Bote #1

MATCU-68 6 60 56 1 1 6 £1 67
373 TOTAL 235 1385 9 21 1590 . 5 22 27 2ko 1ko7 g 21 1677 2 Towm #1
MAG-36

E&M5~36 1 Quasg Tiz Chu Lai 27 3907 334 7 8 15 34 315 349

MaB3-36 9 33 L 26 373 5 8 13 14 32 L 26 86

EMM.362 51 157 1 2n9 2 3 5 53 160 1 214

HMM-363 1 Binh Diph §ui Nhon sk 176 z 3 z33 ) A 17h 2 3 235

AMM-364 1 Quang Tin Chu Lal Ls 145 1 191 9 7 16 54 152 1 207 :

V¥O-5 23 1% 159 3 1k 17 26 150 176 2 Note #1
SUB_TOTAL 2n9 1295 g 29 1501 26 un 66 235 1295 8 23 157 2 FHote fl

SRCHRT
7 ENCICSURE (1)
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~&3RBT PRRSONNEL FERSONREL
PGS IN=CUUNTRY TDY IN-COUNTRY TOTAL PERSONNEL
MARINR RavY MARIKE BAVY MARINE RAYY 20D
L DBSIGEATION ;CURPS: PROVINGE ; LOCATION ; OFF ENL OFF XNEL AGGR; COFF ENL OFF BNL AGGR; OFF ENL OFF KNI, AGGR: GIV ; REMARES

.o1,18tANGLICO

~=t,1stANGLICO Ba Dinh Saigon P T 16 1 1k 1 0 16
Det,18tANGLICQ Binh Hoa Bien Hoa 0 5 1 o ) 0 5 1 a0 ‘6
Det ,18tANGLICO Baria 1 3 0 0 4 1 3 0 0 L
Det,1stANGLICO I Quang Nam Danang 0 L 1 o 5 0 L 1 0 3
Det,1stANGLICO I Quang Ngal Quang Ngai 1 3 0 © & 1 3 n o0 L
Det,18tANGL1CO I  Binh Dinh Qui Nhon 1 2 o o0 3 1 2 e 0 3
. Det,18tANGLICO 1 Pleiku Pleiku -0 L 1 »o 5 o 4 1 ¢ 5
Det,18tARGLICO Khanh Eoa Xha Trang 0 2 1 (o] 3 [} 2 1 0 3
Det, 1stANGLICQ Phong Dinh Can Tho 1 5 1 ¢ yd 1 5 10 i
SUB TOTAL i 5 42 6 0© 53 8 h2 6 ¢ 53
Det "J%,1atRadio
Bo ,PMP(Hq) & I Quang Sam Danang 1 2% o o 36 1 35 o 0 36
Tean #1
Team $#2 I  Quang Tir Chn Lai 1 26 0 0 27 1 26 o ¢ 27
Teap $3 : I__Thau Thein Phu Bal_ _ e n L o ¢ L o 4 0._©0 b _
SUB TOTAL _ 2 65 0 © 67 2 65 0o__0© 62
NAYSUPPACT 1 Quang Fam Danang 0 0 130 2466 2596 0 1 132k 255 ] 1 143 2707 2851
ACB OBE (WESTPAC) I Quang Tin Chu Lai 0 0 2 U6 48 0 0 2 W 48
BMO ONE (WESTPAC) 0 0 1 25 26 0 o) 1_.25% 26
SUB TOTAL 0 0 130 2466 2596 0 115312 329 0 1 146 2778 2925
30thNCR ,
Hq ,30thNCR 1. Quang Nam Danang 3 1 6 25 35 3 1 6 25 35
MCB-4t I Quang Tin Chu Lai 0 0 18. 498 515 0 0 18 498 516
. HCB~5 1 Quang Nam Danang 0 0 17 552 569 0 0 17 552 569
MG3-8 . o 0 0 21 397 8 0 0 21 397 18
DE?, MCB-8 I Than Thein Phu Bai 0 0 1 4o 50 0 0 1 & 50
. MCB.9 - 1 Quang Neg Danang 0 Q 15 502 912 [+ 4] 15_ 502 517
SUB _TOTAL v 0 0 721998 2070 3 1 6__25 13§ 13 1 78 2023 2108
8 . SECRE?

BNCLOSUER (1)
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HEADQUARTERS
III Marine Amphidviovs Force and Naval Component Command
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
c¢/o ¥PO, San Francisco,
California 96601

Force/BCCO 5400,1
?/heg
2 December 1965

FORCHK/NAVAL COMPONENT COMMAND OFDER S400.1
From: Commanding General ‘
To: Distrivution List¢

Subj: Naval Component Commend Staff -

Ref: (a) III MAF Mgg 252492 July 1965
(p) PMFPAC Ltr dated 3 Doc 1965, Serisl 1/gff/5321/4,
Subject *FY 66 Manning Level"

Encl: (1) Responsibilities of the NCC Staff
(2) NCC Staff Organizational Chart

1, Purpose, To promulgate information and initial policy guidance
concerning the formation and responsibilities of the Naval Component
Command Staff,

2, Backeraund

a, The Commanding Gemeral, III Marine Amphibious Force is also
designated as the Naval Component Commander for the Military Assistavce
Command, Vietnam, (HCC MACV), As the Naval Component Commander, the
Commanding Genersl, III Marine /Amphibious Force assumes many respomei-
bilities ranging from recommending to COMUSMACV the proper employment
of Naval Forces in Vietnam to buse development functicms normal to the
Component,

b, To date thers has been no formal staff distinction betwesn Lhe
responsibilities of the Commanding General, and those peculiar to the
Naval Component Commander, The 111 Marine Amphibvious Yerce staff has
has functioned in a dual III Marine Amphibious Force/Faval Compoment
Command staff capacity. The steadily increassing magnitude of the staff
requiremsnts for both the Marine Amphibicus Force and the Heval Component
Command requires that there be a separation of the staff functions per-
(f:ornod by the III Marine Amphidious Force and the Naval Component

ommand,

3. Action

a, Iffective this date the Naval Component Command staff is acti=
vated under & Deputy Chief’ of Staff who will report directly to the

DECLASSIFIED
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' rgreo/NCCO 5400,1
24 December 1965 ‘ |
Commanding Gemeral, I1II Marine Amphibious Force/Naval Component Command
;hrough the Chief of Staff, III Marine Amphibiocas Porce/Baval Component
ommand, o

b, Simltancously with this sctivation the Provisional Naval
Component Command Support Activity is deactivated and personnel therecn
are assigned duty with the Naval Component Command Staff,

¢, Personnel currently assigned to the Provisional Naval Compon-
ent Command Bupport Activity will comprise the initial Nawal Component
Commander Staff, Additional personnel will be assigned in accord-
ance with the manning level established by reference (b),

d. The Component Command Staff Command Post will de imn the spaces
sasigned to the Provisional Naval Component Command Support Activity
at 52 Bach Dang Street, Danang, .

e. Concurrent with the deactivation of the PNCCSA, reference (a)
is cancelled, and operaticnal controcl of 3rd Shore Party Batteiion (=)
reverts to 3xd Marine Division,

4, Mission., To plan, direct and coordinate the employment of Naval
Compcrient Forces,

5. ZTasku, The principal tasks of the Naval Component Commander are
as follows:

a, The conduct of U. 5. Military port operations to include the
development of required military ports and beach facilities, and the
loading and unloading of ships,

T e L

b, Direct establishment and opsration of necessary supply depote
and water terminals, to incilude port clearance at such depots, i .

6. Direct receipt, storage, maintenuance, control and issue of
common jtems previously provided by Beadquarters, Support Activity
Saigon (HSAS),

d. Providing for the operation of POL ¢terminals, to include storage
and issue of bulk POL. Thie includes cperation and maintenance of tank-
age and pipelines to complement in-countryr resources,

e, Providing for the movement of insoming and outgoing cargo
between terminal storage areas and ships or crafts,

f. The establishment of a Class I Depot at Danang,

&. Supervieing and coordinating and directing the activities of"
the Naval Support Activity, Danang and thoe Haval Construction Regimeunt,

2
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Force/HCCO 5400.1'
2k December 1965

s -
P )

h. Such other tasks as may bs dirscted by the CG, III MaF/NCC,

6, Responsihilities, The respomsibdilities of the NCC Staff are
listed in encloeure (1) of this order,

W

7. Assienment. Colomel R. W. BOYD, 05315/9906, U. S. Marine Corps is
assignod duty as Deputy Chief of Staff, Naval Component Command,

FINY

L. W. WALT

DISTRIBUTION:
Case 1L 4
Case 4

INFO COPIES
Case 2; (Bo co (15) Go : 8 Jo xo Iﬂ)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Porcg/HCCO 5400,1
24 December 1965

1, Ihumuaniﬂhint.nt.§in¢:;i&u:dﬂmuJ!n::l_ﬁnnnnn7§g.!nxtana. The Dep
c/s NCC will report directly to the CG 1II MAP/NCC through the C/S

I11 MAF/NCC, The Dep G/S MCC 4s responsible for the organization,
coordination, direction, and supervision of the activities of the
goneral and special NCC S¢arf, He will organise the NCC Staff per-
sonnel per enclosure (2), Init¢ial and priority effort will be directed
toward the establishment of N-3 (Operations), N6 (Base Development)
and N.1 (Administration) divisions,

2, N-) (Administrasson) Diviston. The F-1 divieion will initfally
furnish only internal administration within the NCC Staff, When aug-
mented by additional personnel, in addition to internal staff functions,
the F-1 will be prepared to assume cognizance and planning responnihility
for the following 1 Corps Area Goordinator Functions:

., Noaslng.
b, Billeting,
©, aPoet Exchange,
d, ‘ﬁeligious Activities,
o, Morale, Welfars, Recreation,
?; Special Services,

3. J]iﬁ_iQnﬁxahinnul. The N-3 will act as the principal advisor to the
Naval Component Commander pertaining to the planned operations, currsnt
operations and capabilities of the assigned Naval Components, The N3
division will coordinate and direst the employment of assigned organizs-
tions and prepare necessary operation orders, movement orders and policy
directives,

4, H:é.ﬁéaan_kaxalnnganﬁl. Tho H-Dwill act as the principsl Staff
Advisor to the Naval GComponent Commander on katters pertaining to bass
development, Principal responsibilities will ve:

&, Preparation of Base Devlﬂﬁ‘pﬁent Plans,

b, Development of a joint base development plan for those bases:
Jointly used by other services, Third Country Forces, or Vietnamess
forces within their respective areas of responsibility for base develop-
ment planning,

ENCLOSURE (1)

BT r s
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¢,  Inftsetion nrd coordination through COMUSMACY of base
dovelopmont ‘mattors dnvolving third country forces.

0, Submission of bas» development plans to COMUSMACY for cone

currence prior to forwarding through ssrvice channels to CINCPAC for

review,

e, Revigion of approved base development plans semi-snnuaily or
at any time significent changes are regquired,

£. Sutmission of reports and information rsquired,

g¢. Coordinastion or preparation, and timely submisaion of the
Military Construction Program as it pertains to the sonstruction
projects within the Naval Component CGommander’'s area of respon:
gibility. .

5. Raal Bstate (Spacial Staft). Real Estate will function as the
pricipal advisor to the Naval Component Commander on all matters
pertaining to real estate. FPrincipal responsibilities will be:

a, Coordination of real estate functions and activities of all
U.S. Yorces and International Military Assistance Forces (IMAF) within
area assigned for base deveiopment in accordance with MACV Directive
405.2 of 27 Aug 1965 and MACV Directive 40S-1 of 30 Aug 1965, Matters
on which essential agreement cannct de adbtained will be referred to
COMUSMACY for resolution, o

b, Submitting all real estate requesis, sxcept lease requests,
required by orgenizations within the NCO to CONUSMACY (Attn: J4),
in accordance with MACV Directive 405-1 of 30 Aug 1965.

‘&1§1é3§: -

¢, Reporting all real eutate holdings of U.S. Forces and IMAF
in areas asasigned for base development to CONUSMACY (Aten: JU),
in accordance with MACY Directive 405=1 of 30 Aug 1965,

d. Reporting GVN owned real estate no longer required for use
by U.S. Porces and IMAF to COMUSMACY (Attns J4).

o. Coordinate leasing of privately owned real estate as required
to avold competitive bidding, ‘ ‘ ‘

£, Publish such directives as are necessary to snéurs that the
requiremsnts and regulationa of this and of higher headguartsrs are
kaown and followad, . ;

ENGLOSURE (1)
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6. Ganaral

: a. Until additional psrsonnel are available for assignment to the
NCC Staff, the III NAF general mnd special staff sections will assist

the NCC gtaff in the discharge of assigned responsidiiities as requested,
Direct and contimuous liaison between NCC and I1II MAF Staff sections is
authorized and expected,

b, As no N-2 (Intelligence) or N-5 (Communications) sections are
contemplated, the corresponding III MAF Staff Sections will continus to
be available to the NCC for the discharge of associated functions as
required,

¢, When fully staffed in accordance with an approved T/0 the coordin-
ation, direction and supervision of the I Corps Area Coordimator functions
(MACV Dipective No, 10-U%) will become the responsibility of the NCC Staff,

ENCLOSURE (3)
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HEADQUARTTRS
I CORPS ADVISORY GROUP
Advisory Team #1
AP0 US Forces 96337
MAC TN-ICOP 7 January 1966

SUBJICT: Monthly Dvaluation Report ()

THRU: Comuanding General
IIT Marine Amphibious Force
FPO Sun Francisco 96601

10 See Distribution.

fttoched hereto ie Honthly Dvaluation Report for the menth ef
Deccuber 1965,

POt THE COMvAMDER:

1 Incl
as

DISTRIBUTION:

1pCd323 - cys 1 thru 4
US Consul Hue - cy 5
SA, 1st Inf Div - cy 6
SA, 2nd Inf Div - cy 7

—PCG, IT1 HAF - cys 8 & 9
USOH - ¢y 10
€O, 23rd air BascGp -~ cy 11
€O, Det C=1, 5th SF Gp (Abn)- cy 12
Admin Office, I Corps - cy 13
G2 Advisor, I Corps - cy 1k«
t3 Advisor, I Corps - cy 15
Sh, tueng Nam Special Sector - cy 16

Pz 1 of 1 pg RIGRADED UNCLACSIFILD

VHEN SEPARATED FRON
Cy9_ of 16cysCLASSIFIED INCLOSURTS
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SUBJECT: Monthly Evaluation (Deceuber 1965)(U)

A AT S A

ANNEX—A ‘\'1;‘__)611?3

+. (6) GEEAAL: The number of WC ihitiated incidents continued to

increase in the I Corps Tactical Zone as the monthly total reflected

the highest incident rate since February 1965. A buildup &f PAVN

B

units rapidly increased and eneny strencth in the Corps Zone is now

vi
L

cunsidered to be at an all time high, There was a decline in

a

battalion size dr larger operations this month and a 1ull in activity

was experienced just prior and subseguent to the 30 hour truce period,

A highly significant operation took place in southern Quang liam and
northern Quang Tin Provinces. This coordinuted ARVN-USMC operation e e
struck st the heart of a VO logistical base and seriously disrupted

VC activity in a area previously considered to be a saufe haven.

Stepped up VO efforts during the month minimized rural construction

Prograss.

! fké. {C) CUBHENT OPERATIONS: I Corps (ARVI) conducted 35 battalion

or larger unit operations during the month as compured to 44 in /
November, OContact wus made with the Viet Cong in 21 of these opera-

tions. During December, operations against the Viet Gong resulted

in 1019 VO killed compared to 1175 in November, There was a corres-

ponding decrease in VC capturced from 213 in November to 192 this

month and in weapons seized from 419 to 323, ARVN battle deaths

rose frow 205 to 427 while the number of weupons lost wvaried slightly

from 209 in Novervber to 211 in Dacember. Two sisgnificant operations

took place in the Corps during the reporting period. The first of

these wus the coordinuted AKVI-USHC operation (Lien Ket 18-Harvest

Moon) which encompassed a major portion of the districts of Thang

Pg 1 of 8 pgs
Cy & ,of 16 cys
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SUBJECT: Montl hvalu ion (December 1965)(U) ‘
MIEX A Comt'd) | |
Binh and Que 8on. The apemtlon began on 8 Decenber and terminated i
11 days later. ARVN units initially committed were the 1st Battalion,
5th Regiment, and the 11th Runger Battalion. While advancing toward
an intermediate obaec‘bi‘ve the 11th Ranger Battalion was attacked
five kilometers west of Thang Binh District Headquarters from the
front and flanks by a r{einforced Viet Cong battalion, Heavy casu-
alties were sustained by the ranger unit. Just prior to daybreak
on 9 December, the 1st Battalion, 5th Regiment, and the reginental
heudquarters were a.ttaoked; and overrun by an estimated enemy regi-
ment, In the action the regimental commander was killed, I Corps
reinforced the units in comtact with the 1st Battalion, 6éth Regiment,
and the 3d Battalion, 1st Regimsnt, on 8 and 9 December. Gonvcurren‘tly,
three USIC battalions w‘;ere committed to trap and destroy the Viet Cong
in an area to the west of I Corps units, By 10 December, VG contact
with ARVN controlled units ceused. Thereafter, I Corps units operated
for nine duys northwest of ilue Son District Headquarters with two
battalions and an armored persornel carrier troop. No additional
heavy contact by ARVN with the enemy occurred, ARW losses irn this
operc.tion were 90 kiugd, 141 wounded, and 91 missing in action;
also two US advisors were killed aﬁd one Australian w:.s wounded., US
ndvisors estimete that 720 Viet Cong were killed by air strikes,
artillery, and small arms fire. During this operation MRVN-USHC
units engaged major f,laments of the 1st VC Hegiment plus local and

o.me

guerrilla forces, [Tbe\second noteworthy operation, Thua Thien 160,

began on 18 November \xghprbh of the Phu BaJ.-TAOR. This operation 'W ””

' Pg 2 of 8pgs
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SUBJECT: Monthly Evaluatﬂ.on (December 1965) (U)

ANNEX A (Cont'd)

controlled by Thua Thien Sector was originally scheduled for 10

days, but met with such guccess that it wes cpntinued for an addi-

tional 28 days. The 1st Battalion, 3d Regiment, four Regional Force

companies, 15 Popular Force platoons, and the 12th and 13th Coastal

Groups continued a methodical search and cleurance of the are

5 until

27 Deceiber. US advisor confirmed results include 71 VO killed, 85

VC captured, 85 VG suspects detained, and 55 weapons seized,
v N’ wﬂe‘fgf

uuuuu

only friendly casualty was one wounded.] US aircraft flew 969
and WAF flew 246 in the I Corps Tactical Zone. Two B-52 stn
were conducted on 28 December in Juang Tri Province, 25 kilom

south nf the DMZ near the Laotlan bqrder, to strike suspected
L f/fuf Y LA Fint

The
sorties
ikes
eters

Viet

Cong troop concentrations., ImvaL gunﬁre conducted 184 missions and

support oi‘ the 2d Inf‘antry D1v151on (ARVN) 4n Quang Ngai Province.

3. (©) vc ACTIVITILS During December the number of W initiated

‘expended 3278 rounds, Ninety per cent of the missions fired were in

incidents rose to 432 as opposed to 371 for November. There was &

sharp decrease in the number of attacks from 50 last month to

29

this month, Nevertheless, an analysis of documents, agent reports,

ard interrogution of W prisoners and ralliers continue to in

dicate

a significant overall W build up especiglly in the southern portion

of the I Corps Tactical Zone. Units confirmed during the reporting

period include the st and 2nd Battalions, 36th PAVN Regiment

» in

Wuang Ham Special Sector; the 195th AA Battalion, a eaparate PAVN

battalion attached to the 1st VC Regiment, in Quang Tin Prowvince;

and, both the 2d W Regiment and the 18th Regiment, 325th Division,

Pg 3 0of _8 pes
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SULJiCT: Month valuaman (December 1965)(U)

ANNEX A (Cont'd) |

in Quang Ngail Province; As this build up in strength continues,

the VG are also displayihg more of a willingness to enzage friendly
troops during daylight k‘iburs. On 4 Degenber an unknown number of

VG attacked three hamlets in Duc Pho District, 32 kilometers south of

Quang Ngai. A relief force of two PAT platoons und one Popular Force

platoon dispatched from district headquarters suffered heavy casualties,.

The 2nd Division (ARVN) Strike Company linked up with the initial relief
furce on 5 Decamber, Final results of the action were 38 friendly KIA
(two US) and 27 WIA (two US). AVN estimates 230 VC were killed by
tactical air support and naval gunfire.*I Two Popular Force platoons
were attacked by an estimated PAUN battalion at My Trang outpost, 4O
kilometers south of fwang Ngal early on 15 Decerber. Heavy contact
continued during the morning and the attack was repulsed with_the
assistance of numerous alr strikes and naval gunfire missions., This
was a significant vict.ofy for the Popular Force platoons as 57 enemy
Were killed and an additional 100 were estimated to have been KIA.
Nine enemy and 37 weapons were captured. Friendly losses stood at

two KIA and 16 WIA. On 30 Decamber the iinh Long District Headouar-
ters, 25 kilometers southwest of “luang Ngal, wes lost to the W. No
casualty figures were avalliuble as a result of the attack by the end
of the reporting period., Other significant attacks durineg the month
took place at Son Ha District Heexdquarters; 25 kilometers west of
Quang Ngai; at Hill 60, two kilometers west of Dai Loc District

Headquarters in Quang Nam Province; and, at Huong My oubtpost on the

Pg 4 of _8 psgs
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UNGLASSIFIED

AINEX A (Con‘b'd)

Laotian border, 12 kilorr{eters west of Khe Sw Speciol Forces Camp
in Quang Tri Province. The pattern of attacking isolated district
headquarters and outposﬁ;%‘s, par't.ic:ularly those on ma jor V0 infiltra-
tion routes, probably will continue as VC strength increases. There
has been no change in tﬁe order of battle in the 1st Division (ARWN)
area, although the at.tad;k on Huong ify outpost indicates that PAVN
units may have recently iinfilitmted across the border of Laos into
Quang Tri Province. The W retain the capability to launch  resi-
mental size attacks thr(é;ughout the Corps Tactiecal Zone. In the

Da Kung area, the major. threat continues to be compdny size raids
conducted by specially ‘bmmed sapper teams and the poss:.bilz.ty of
terroristic atbtacks against US instullations and billets,

L. (C) RURAL CUNSTAUCTION: Rural Constrﬁction progress in the I
Corps Tactical Zone has been negligible during the month dué to
concerted Viet Cong activity. The two northern provinces af Quang
Tri and Thua Thien continued to show results; however, Quang Tin
and Quang Ngai suffered setbacks and Quang Nam was at a virtual
standstill.: VC opposition to pacification efforts has been particu-
lariy strong in the Mo Duc and Duc Pho Districts in Quang Nzai, in
and around Tam Ky, and in the 9 village pacification area in Nuang
Nam, These arecs are now being bolstered with more security forées
in order to continue the rural construction effort. A new pacifi-
cation commnder has bcén appointed in the 9 village area and two

companies of the 51st Reglmc,,nt have been cormitted to provide more

UNCLRASSIFIEDy |
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S

5. (C) PSYOPS/CA: The x'ec ent assignment of four U-10 psywar

ailrcroft to operate in dijrect support of I Corps resulted in a

substantial increuse in g;lrborne loudspeaker and leaflet missions i:
over previous months in’ $p1te of unfavorable weather, Ground loud- |
speaker broadcasts and prlnted medie disseminition continued at a

steady puce. Major themes of 21l media were surrender appeals,

Chieu Hoi, GVN/US victof-ies, VC atrocities, urging people to support

GVN, &nd news bulletins, H Civic action continued on a small scale

except for MEDCAP which £reated approximately 60,000 patients.

6. (C) REGIONAL FOHCE/POPULAR FORCE: Two thirds of the 105 Regional

Force companies occupy static defensive positions which protect vital
military and civilian installations, The remainder of these units
conduct separate or joint operctions with ARVN and are available for
anployment as reaction forces. The 529 Popular Force platoons and
352 squads are used primarily for village and hamlet defense but
reinforce Regional Force companies on operations as recguired., There
currently exists a shortage of approximately 6000 authorized Popuhxr
Force persomel. During the month USOM provided, and the Social
Welfare Section of I Corps, G=5 Section, distributed, bulgar wheat,
salud cil, powdered milk and blankets to widows and dependents of
deceased Regional I"orce/y Popular Force soldiers. 4 similar distri-
bution of necessities was made by the Vietnamese Red Cross in the
city of Da Nung, The Hoa Cam Regional Force Training Center during
the past year has conducfted. training courses for 28 newly activated

Pg 6 of _g pes
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Regionul rforce companieu and refresher training courses for 10

other companies. When the construction of 30 additional billsts

are completed at Hoa Cam, the Van Thanh Populor Force Training
Center at Hue will be t@ned over to the ARVN and all assigned

cadre and classes which are taught there will be transferred to

Hoa Cam, |

7. (C) LOGISTICS: rcesuﬁplying the 12th DTA continues to be a

ma jor problaem area. Higﬁxmy 1 from Da Nang to Juang Ngal woes open
during most of the month?‘but the 2nd Division was unable to furnish
security for convoys, An IST wes used to farry 4O trucks from

Ds Ning to Chu Lai. "I‘hi‘s was the only meanhs of resupply for the area
except for air, In this "I*egzlrd, the 12th DTA was given 1st priority
on all air shipments during the month, The stockage levels at the I
AMC depots in Quang Ngal and Tam Ky remain dangerously low and road
convoys are planned to alleviate this condition, Resupply to the 11th
UTA has been good, Six c¢onvoys were completed and the roilroad wns
used when possible to tra;‘nsport all supplies except amrmnition. The
I AIGC depot levels there were kept well within their safety limits.
The 115th Truck Company (I ALC) was issued 27 new 23 ton trucks

and is operating on a limited basis, The employment of this company
will help alleviate the truck shortage that formerly existed in the
Corms area,

8, (C) ENGINBER: Keeping Hichwoy 1 open remains the primary engin-
eer task, V0 activity against roads and ‘bridges continued to limit
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1. 18 DEC WAS THE 1OTH DAY OF "OPERATION HARVEST MOON",.

2. IT HAD RAINED CONTINUOUSLY 4 OF THE LAST 5 DAYS AND NO OKE EHAD A
CHANCE TO DRY OUT.

3, THE BATTALION (~) HAD BEEN WALKING OVER RUGGED TERRAIN FOR THE
PAST TWO AND ORE MALF DAYS OOVERING 18-19 MILES THROUGH MUDDY STREAMS AND
RICE PADDIES, WE WERE TIRED!

4, MELO RESUPPLY RUNS HAD THUS AR EVACUATED A TOTAL OF 54 MARINES
WITH IMMERSION FOOT. OTHERS SHOULD HAVE BEEM EVACUATED BUT REFUSED TO 0O.

5, TERRAIN AROUND KY PHU OPENED UP A BIT, IF YOU OAN CONSIDER RICE
PADDIES AND HEDGE ROWS AROUND SMALL HANLETS AS BEING OPEN. (TRANSPARENCY #1).

6. KY PHU ITSELF WAS A SMALL MARKET TOWN WHICH CONSISTED OF A IARGE
NUMBER OF PERMANENT AND SEMI-PERMANENT STRUCTURES. AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF
THE ACTIOR IT WAS PRACTICALLY VOID OF ANY CIVILIAN ACTIVITY.

7. WHEN THE INITIAL ACPION COMMENCED FORCES OF THE BATTALION WERE
DISPOSED IN TACTICAL COLUMN., (9BE TRANSPARENCY #2).

8. IMPORTANT 10 NOTE IS THAT THE BATTALION WAS MINU3 TWG OF ITS Wl
RIFLE COMPARIES. OCOMPANY E HAD BEEN REPLACED FIVE DAYS PERVIOUSLY BY
GOMPANY H 2/9 AS DIRECTED BY GEN WALT. COMPANY E HAD BEEX HURT BAD ON
10 DEC WHEN IT HAD GONE TO THE ATD OF 2/1 FEAR CAM 1A (1) (BT 078292).
COMPANY H HAD BEEN ASSIGNED AN INDEPENDERT MISSION TO RECONNOITRR A B-52
STRIKE AREA SOUTH OF THE SONG KHANG RIVER, BUT THE MISSION WAS SCRATCHED
BECAUSE HELO SUPPORT WAS HOT POSSIBLE DUE TO POOR WEATHER. AN ADDITIONAL

MISSIOK HAD THE COMPANY PROVIDING SECURITY FOR A 4.2 MORTAR SECTION THAT

N ()
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HAD EARLIER PROVIDED FIRE SUFPORT FOR THE BATTALION FOR THE FIRST 7000
MKTERS OF ITS TREK TO THE EAST. POOR WEATHER HELD COMPARY K I¥ ITS PO-
SITIOR UNTIL 19 DEC 65.

9. THE LOCATION OF THE ACTION VAS IN QUANG ¥IN FROVINCE APPROXIMATELY
8000 METERS WHST OF TAM KY.

II. BopY

1, DISPOSITION OF 2/7 IN TACTICAL COLUMS. (TRANSPARENCY #2)

2, 2/7, NOW OF ITS 10TE DAY OF OPERATION HARVBST MOON REGARDED THE
INIPIAL SNIPER FIRE THAT COMPANY G RECEIVED AS A NUSIANOR AND AN IMPEDIMENT
10 PRUORESS, POR THi BATTALICN HAD TWO GOALS THAT WERE FAST OPPOSING ONE ANe
OTHER, FIRST, FOR MORE THAX A WENX YHEY'D PUSHED THE VC BEFORE THEM WITH
NO MOHE THAN A SMALI SKIRMISH - AND THERE WAS VENGENCE IN THEIR HEARTS FOR
THE 1O DAYS OF MISERY THEY HAD ENDURED, SEOOND, ALTHOUGE THE TASK FORCE
COMMANDER HAD GIVEN PERMISSION FOR THEM T0 PATROL THE 20 ODD MILES OUT FROM
WHERE THEY HAD GOWE DEXP INSIDE VC COUNTRY HE COULD GIVE THWM OKLY THREE
AND ONE HALF DAYS., FUR HE WAS RUKNISG OUT OF TIME AND RESCURCES AT THE TASK
FORCE LEVEL,

3, TWO AND ORE HALF DAYS OF THE TRAIL HAD FRODUGED NOTHING BUT A DOZEM
ODD SRIPERS AND LESS THAR 24 HOURS REMAINED OF THE ALIOTED TIME. AS COMPANY
G STARTED THEIR SNIPER ELIMINATION TACTICS, THERE WERE MORE THAN FOUR MILES
OPF TRAIL AND OKE LARGE CITY REMAINING TO BE SWEPT.

4. COMPANY G FLANKERS WORKED EARD, OUT TO THE LIMIT OF VISIBILITY -
OVERATING AS MUCH AS PIVE OR SEVEN HUNDRED ms - SWEEPING, PROBING AND
STUMBLING IN MUD AND THICK UNDERGROVTH - AND FINDING NOTHING BUT ABANDONED
EARTHWORKS, ESPECIALLY ON THE APIROACHES O XY PHU.

. THE INITIAL SNIPER FIRE THE ADVACE GUARD RECEIVED NOW INCREASED
IN TEMPO AS AUTOMATIC WEAPONS PIRE WAS NOW BROUGHT TO BEAR OF COMPANY O.
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ORDERS WERE ISSUED = (TRANSPARENCY #3)
A, COMPANY G WAS ORDERED TO DEVELOP ARD ELIMINATE THE VC OPPOSITION.
B, COMPANY F WAS DIRECTED TO SLIDZ BY OOMPANY O TO TAKE UP POSITION
AS ADVANCE GUARD, B&S AND COMPANY B 10 FOLIOW AS THE MAIN BODY WITH OCMPANY
G TO BREAK CONTACT ON ORDER AND FALL IN AS THE NEW REAR GUARD.

6. COMPANY F MOVED IN GOOD CRDER ANWD HAD JUST BY-PASSED THE BATTALION
OOMMAND GROUP AT THE EAST END OF TOWN WHEX A SUDDEN RATTLE OF SMALL ARMS AND
A HALA-DOZEN MORTAR ROUNDS UAME BOCMING UP PROM THE REAR OF THE COLUMN. IT
WAS ALSO OBVIOUS THAT THE COMPARY G ACTION WAS SOMETHINO BIGOKR THAN SNIPERS
AS THFY KOW REPORTED RECEIVING MORTAR FIRE. THEY IMMEDIATELY COUNTERED WITH
UE MORTAR SECTION THEY HAD ATTACHED AXD GOMPANY G WAS IN KO REAL DIFFICUIAT.
(TRANSPARENCY #4)

7. THE INITIAL REPORT RECEIVED FROM THE BATTALION EXECUTIVE OFPICER WAS
HOT AS ENCOURAGING, AS HE REPORTED THE MAIN BODY UNDER HEAVY PIRE FROM BOTH
THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE OF THE ROAD., ORDERS WERE NOW ISSURD TO DEPLOY THE
BATTALION., THE BATPALION COMMANDER WANTED COMPARY H TO MOVE PORVARD AND HELP
H&S BUT WAS UNABLE T0O CONTACT THEM ON THE RADIO. SOUNDS OF THE BATTLE FAIRLY
WELL INDICATED THAT COMPANY H WAS HEAVILY ENGAGED TOO, THUS LEAVING COMPANY P
AS THE ONLY UNIT FREE TO MAWEUVER. ORDERS WERE ISSUED AND OOMPANY ¥ TURKED
ARGUND TO COME BACK THROUGH KY PHU SWEEPING THE SOUTHERN PORTION A3 THEY
MOVED. THEY REACHED THE WEST SIDE OF TOWN JUST IN TIME TO ENGAGE AND ELIMINATE
A VC MACHINEGUN SQUAD THAT HAD INFILTRATED THE COLUMN AND HAD STARTED TC SET
UP A 50 GAL MACHINFGUN TO ENFILADE THE MAIN BODY. THE COMPANY COMMANDER
QUICKIY DEPLOYED EIS FORCES FACING BOTH SOUTH AWD WEST ARD PROCEEDED TO DE-
VELOP HIS PLAN TO ATTACK THE VC POSITION AND TAKE THE PRESSURE OFF THE MAIN
BODY. (TRANSPARENGY #5)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

8. MEANVHILE COMMUNICATIONS HAD BEEN RSTABLISHED WITH THE TWO 155MM
HOWTTZER BATTERIES ON ROUTE #1, AND BY RELAYING PIRE REQUESTS FROM THE
BAPPALION EXECUTIVE GFFICER ON THE BATTALION TACTICAL NET THEN VIA THE
ARTILIFRY LIAISON NET, SOME VERY EFFEOTIVE SUPPORTING FIRES WERE BROUGHT

0 BEAR OF THE VC POSITIONS SOUTH OF THE MAIN BODY. THE MAIR BODY WAS STILL
HEAVILY ENGAGED, BUT THE ARTILLSRY FIRES, AND PRESSURE COMPANY ¥ WAS NOW
BRINGING TO BEAR ON THE VC, WAS PERMITTING MORE FREEDOM OF AOTICN ON THEIR
PART.

9o COMMUNICATIONS WERE FINALLY REESTABLISHED WITH OOMPARY H REVEALING
THAT THE COMPANY COMMANDER AND RADIO OPERATOR HAD BOTH BEEX KILLED AT THE
OUTSET OF ACTION BY A 57 RR ROUND, THE COMPANY'S ARTTLLERY PORWARD OBSERVER
WAS NOW IN COMMAND AXD REPORTED HIS STTUATION. HE WAS RECEIVING FIRE FROM
BOTH THE NORTH AKD SOUTH SIDE OF THE ROAD WITH THE HEAVIEST VC CONCENTRATIONS
T0 Mk SCUTH, A PIATOON HAD BEEN DISPATCHED TO DESTROY THE VC 70 THE NORTH
AND HAD SUCCESSFULLY DONE SO, THE BIGGEST THREAT WAS PURTHER VO INFLUTRATION
THROUGH THE GOLUMN TO CUT OFF COMPANY H AND HS COMPANY. ARTILLERY FIRE
SUPFORT WAS MADE AVAILABLE, BEING REIAYED IN THE SAME FASHION AS FOR B&S
COMPANY.

10, THE COMPANY P ENVELOPING ELIMENT RAN INTO TWO WELL EMPLACED VO
MACHINEGUNS AS THEY MOVED AROUND THE ENEMY RIGHT PLANK., CASUALTIRS WERE
HEAVY, IN TVO SEPARATE SQUADS THERE REMATNED ONLY A SQUAD LEADER IN CNE
AND & SQUAD LDADER AND TWo MEN IN TH OTHER. FOXTROT HAD 109T TWO PLATOOR
COMMANDERS IN THE ACTION THUS FAR AWD THE COMPANY EXROUTIVE OFPICER AS WELL.
COMPANY F'S ACTION, ALONG WITH THE ARTILLFRY SUPPORT, HAD ENABLED HAS COM-
PANY ELEMENTS TO MOVE INTU KY PHU, $OME OF THE FIRST UNITS INCLUDED THE
FLAME THROVER SECTION. TWO S8QUADS OF FLAME THROWERS VERE DMMEDIATELY DIS-
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PATCHED 10 COMPANY F AND THE METHODICAL BUSINESS OF DIQGING OUT THE HMEMY -
BLINDING, BURBING AND BIASTING - COMMENCED, WITH THEE ELIMIRATION OF THE
w0 ENEMY MACHINEGUN POSITICHS COMPANY ¥ PRESSED FORVARD AGAINGT VO FORCES
AT VERE NOV BEGINNING TO BREAK, THIS LATTER ACYIGH PERMITTED ALL OP S
COMPANY TO MOVE INYC KY PEU. THE TVO MEDICAL OFFICERS WERE HARD AT WRK
IN AN AID STATION ESTABLISHED TN OFE OP THE PERMANENT BUILDINGS OF KY Prm
PAKING CARE OF THE WOUNDED. »

11. COMPANY H WAS STILL BEING PRESSED PROM THE SOUTH BY VHAT vaS BePI-
MATED 90 BE A COMPANY, THE VEATHER HAD STARTED 7O PARTIALLY CLRAR som%&g
POR HELO'S, BUT NOT FIXED WING ABOUT AN HOUR BARLIER, THREE ARMED URIES \
HAD GOME OF STATION AND THE BATTALION COMMANDER TURNED THEM OVER T0 COMPAXY
b, AGAIN THE BATALION TACTIOAL NEF HAD 70 BE USED, THIS TIKE 7O CONTROL B
AIR. THE ARMED UH1ES WERE PUT 70 GOOD USE AND COMPAFY H BEGAN TO REGAIN '
PIRE SUPERIORITY OVER THE ENEMY. WITH THE UHES KEEPING THE VC PINNED DOV
THE PLATOOR YO THE NORTH OF THE ROAD WAS DIRECTED TO CLEAR AN 12 FOR THE
EVACUATEOR OF COMPANY H'S DEAD AND WOURDED, TWO B-34'S VERE OF STATIN
AND VERE SUCOESSFUL IN THEIR EFFORTS TO EVACUATE THE OASUALTIES OF COMPANY
4. ONGE COMPANY B HAD SOME BREATEING ROOM THE BATTALION OOMMAWDER DIRECYED
I'* TO MOVE EAST TO K¥ PHU, THE VC THRRAT WAS STILL PRESENT IN THE FORM ?! .
A CONTINUED ATTEMPT T0 SEPARATE 2/7 BY SURROUNDING SEQMENTS OF THE coxmary A
4 PLATOOK SOON WCRKSD IT'S WAY ACROS3 THE OPEN RICE PADDY WHIOH SEPARATED W
+R" FROM KY PHU AKD MOVED TNTO THE WRST SIDE OF TOWN, COMPANY F'S ACTION '
HAD ALSO MADE THIS POSSIBLE. COMPARY H WAS OVERBURDAWED WITH ORAR, BOME or
WAICH VAS USELESS-RENDFRED INOFERATIVE BY ENEMY PIRE, THIS INOLUDED VO
EQUIPMENT AS WELL. THE COMPANY COMMANDER WAS INSTRUCTED TO HAVE THE ENGINEER
PRAM WITH EIN DESTROY WHAT COULDN'T BE CARRIED AND MOVE TO THE EAST TO JOIN

THE BATTALION IN KY FHU. MREHHIDBOFOOHPAIYHWWQOTBEHS?M

5
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REJOIFED THE BATTALION IN KY PHU ABOUT 1630, (TRANSPARENCY #6).

12, COMPARY G'S ACTION HAD BROKEK OFF FARLIER AS THE VO FORCE, ESTI~
MATED TO BE A REINFORCED PIATOON IN SIZE, MOVED SOUTEWEST. IT 18 BELIEVED
THAT MANY, IF NOT ALL OF THIS VC FORCE, JOINED THE MAIN EFFORT AGAINST THE
CERTER OF THE COLUMN, THE OOMPANY HAD BEEN ORDERED TO PROVIDE SBOURITY
FOR THE TOWN T THE EAST AND SECURE AN Lz POR MED-EVACS A¥D RESUPPLY. THIS
WAS DONE WITH GREAT EXPEDIFRCY AND EVACUATION ARD RESUPPLY HAD BEEN GOING ON
AS THE ACTION IN COMPANY ¥ SEOTCR WAS AT ITS PEAK. COMPANY G ALSO BAD BEEN
DIREOTED T HAVE A PIATOON SWEEP THE TOWN ONCE AGAIN TO IMSURE IT3 SECURITY.
OVER 200 OLD MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE GATHERED UP BUT NO OTHER CONTACT
WAS MADE,

13, WITH THE ARRIVAL OF COMPANY H INTO XY PHU, COMPARY P WAS DIRECTED
70 PALL BACK AND PROVIDE SEOURITY TO THE WEST. COMPANY R PILLED IN SOME
BLANK SPACES 70 THE NORTH AND SOUTH AND A SOLID PERIMETER HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED.
NO OPHER CONTACT WAS EXPERIENCED THAT NIGHT. A FLARE SHIP WAS ON STATION
AND THE 15%'S CONTINUED T0 PROVIDE HAI FIRE SUPPCRT? THE REMAINDER OF THE
NIGRT., (TRANSPARENCY #7).

14, CASUALTIES FUR THE DAY HAD BEEN:

A. VC KIA 62 (BODY COUNT)

WIA 2 (BOTH CORFIRMED THA? THE ENEMY FORCE WAS IR FACT THE |
8OTH BN OF 1ST VC REGIMENT) i ‘

i
WIA (ESTIMATED ~ 50-75) |
B, FRIRNDIY KIA 11
WIA 71
W 2
15, VC CAPTURED EQUIPMENT:

2 60MM MORTARS

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

1 81MM MORTAR
1 50 CAL MG
3 30 CAL MC
6 B4RS
4 FR¥NCH 3M¢
2 US CARBINES
5 M1 RIFLES
1 MAS 36
1 THOMPSOR SMG
1 CHU COM SMO
1 CHU COM CARBINE
2 57M¥ RR
2 PRCIOA RADIOS
15. THE HEXT MORNING COMPANY F SWEPT THE BATTLE AREA VHERE THE HEAVIEST
FIGHTING EAD GONE ON AND UNOOVERED ANOTHER 43 VO KIA AND ADDITIOMAL WEAFORS
INCLUDED IS THE COUNT JUST GIVEN, IF IS SIGNIFICANT TO NOTE THAT THE V€
WERL NOT CAPABLE OF CLEARING THERE DEAD AND PRECIOUS WRAPONS FROM THE BATTLE
FIELD, A TRUE INDICATICN OF HOW BADLY THEY'D BEEN HIT,
111, P LESSON
1. 2/7 USED NO SPECIAL TACTICS CR TWCHNIQUES IN THE DEFEAT OF THE 60TH
Yo BATTALION. I¥ THERE IS A LESSON 70 BE LEARNED FROM OUR BNGAGEMANT I? I8
CHE FACT THAT THE PRESENT PUBLISHED TACTICAL DOCTRINE WE TEACH IN OUR 3CHOOL3,
AND THE CONSTANT EMPHASIS WE PLACE ON THIS DOCTRINE IN OUR TRAJNING, IS ALL
SOUND, THE VIGOROUS AND TIMELY APPLICATION OF THESE PRINCIPLES BY ALL LEVELS
OF COMMAND IS WHAT COUNTERED THE VC AMBUSH.
2. ALL OF THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES HAVE BERN MENTIONED BEFCRE, BUT WE
MUST LOOK THEM OVER AS THEY BEAR REPEATING:

7
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4. POSTTIVE CONTAO? WITH THE ENEMY MUST BE POLIOWED BY QUICK AND
AGGRESSIVE ACTION 70 REGATN FIRE SUPERIORITY AND PREEDOM OF ACTICH, WITH
THE RESULPING ABILITY PC MANEUVER.

B. WHEN MOVING IN A TACTICAL COLUMS AVOID THE TENDENCY TO DEFLOY
FOR SNIPFR ACPION, THE VC WANTS TO SEE YOU STOP = TO 100K YOU OVER AND/OR
DELAY YOUR PROGRESS.

C. A MORTAR SECTION WITH THE ADVANCE GUARD IS A MUST. THIS POSITION
PERMI™S A MORE RAPID RESFONSE AND OENERALLY K¥ABLES GUN CREWS TO MAKE A DIRECT
LAY,

D. BRING ALL AVATLABLE SUPPCRTING ARM3 TO BEAR A8 QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE,

E. PREVIGUSLY SWEPT AREAS BY FLANK GUARDS IS NO GUARANTEE THEY WILL
RFMATN CIEARED. ALL ELEMENTS OF THE COLUMS MUST BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR OWN
FLANK SECURITY.

¥. ALTERNATE PIANS MUST BE MADE TC CONCENTRATE ALL RADIO TRAFFIC OF
ONE NET SHOULD OTHER NETS BECOME INOPERABLE, NET CONTROL AND DISCIPLINE MUST
BE MAINTAINED,

¢. TIMELY RESUPPLY OF AN AUNKMATIC BASIS SHOULD BE PLANNED F(R.
ANTICIPATING THE NEEDS OF AN ENGAGED UNIT PRECLUDES A LATER DELAY OF DELIVERY
SHOULD REQUESTS NOT GET YHROUGH BY NORMAL CHANNEIS.

H. SUBCRDINATE UNTT LEADHRS MUST KEEP ABREAST OF THE SITUATION BY
CONTINUED MAP RECONNAISSANCE, AND REIATE MAP LOCATION TC GROUND LOCATION.
IN THE DAYS OF THE 1150,000 MAP SCALE THIS A MUST.

I. INFANTRY IS THE ARM THA' CLOSES AND DESTROYS, BUT IT MUST BE AUG-
MENTED WITH SUPPCRTING AHMS.

J. A SUBCHDINATE WHO ENJOY3 THE CONFIDRNCE OF HIS SENIORS WILL PER-

PORM BETTER WHEN HE KNOWS ABOUT IT.
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K. HELO SUPFORT MUST BE AVAILABLE WHEN NERDED. PRE-PLANNING, WITH

A FIXED SOMEDULE IS KOT AIMAYS CUMPATIBLE ¢ THE LOCATICN AND SITUATICN OF
THE UNIT SUPXLIED.
IV, QUESTICHS
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FOASH.
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M COMNUSBHACY

0 RUNNMF/CG I11 MAP
EN/CG FFORCEV
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SECRET 45113 FROMs MACJS
SUE,
REF: Ao MACV NMSG DTG 2212212

Bs'MACV MSG DTG 241135 '

1.:1T IS DESIRABLE THAT THE RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES
ATTER THE CHRISTMAS CEASE FIRE BE CLEARLY THE RESPONSIBILITY OF

THE VC/PAVN., THEREFORE, REF A, AS AMPLIFIED BY REF B, WILL REMAIN
IN EFFECT UNTIL FURIHER NOTIGF FROM THIS HE&DQUARTERS. : ;
2. IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH CONCLUSIVELY THAT VC AGGRESSIOHN

HAS BEEN REWEWED AND THE CEASE FIRE TERMINATED BY THE VC/PAVH

rd

LIS LSS

&
g
Vi

4

FAGE 2 RUﬂSMA 2346 SECRE T
ALL COMMANDERS, WHILE TAKING THE WECESSARY MILITARY ACTION TD
\FEGUARD EITHER US OR VIETNAMESE FORCES WHICH MAY COME UNDER
AITACK ‘WILL REPORT BY FLASH MESSAGE IN DETAIL THE CIR STANCES
OF THE RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES, GIVING TIMES, PLA "Sy THE
NATURE OF THE RENEWED HOSTILITIES THE SIZE QF V FORCEb INVOLVED,
ANY CASUALTIES WHICH MAY RESULT, AND THE ACTIONS QF US AND
VIETNAMESE FORCES. 1T MAY BE ANTICIPATED THAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES
AURROUNDING THE RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES WILL BT & MATTER OF
INTERNATIONAL INTEREST AND, THEREFORE, SUBJECT T9 THE CLOSEST
SCRUTINY BY THE PRESS WHO MAY BE EXPECTED TO WISH TO VISIT THE
SITE ANL MAKE DETAILED IHQUIRIES. THEREFORE , COMMANDERS MUST
VERIFY THE FACTS OF THE CASE AND PHOTOGRAPHQ SHOULD BE TAKEN AS .
EVIDENCE IF POSSIBLE, .
3. THE DECISION TO GGSUME OPERATIONS IN OTHER AREAS WILL
BE MADE BY COMUSMACV AND TRANSMITTED TO ALL COMMANDERS BY FLASH
MESSUXE,
4o ALTHOUGH WE DGHNOT EXPECT THAT MORE THAN A FEW HOURS
OR AT THE MOST ONE OR TWO DAYS WILL ELAPSE BEFORE THE REuUMPiION <::j§j
L

OF HOSTILITIES BY THE VC/PAVN, WE DO NOT INTEND TO AUTHORIZE THE
RESUMPTION OF OPLRAIIOHS UNTIL COMUSHMACYV HAS LAID BEFORE HIM THE

g
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: - I Marine Amphibious Force
FPO San Francisco, Colifornia 96601

SECRET '  comcaTion GENTER

L "'!

PAGE 3 hWUNSHA 23464 S E C R E T ‘

FULL DElﬁzlb AS REQUESTED IN*PARA 2 ABOVE,

5e YOURYQ*IFNT10N IS DRAWN 70 PARA 2 OF REF B WHICH EM=

PHASIZES THAT US FORCES WILL NOT RESUME OPE:Y L\ONS IN RESPONSE

TO MINOR PROVOCATICNS OR HARRASSMENT,

S. FOR YOUR ZNPORHITEOM, HO ARG LIGHT STRIKE& MILL BE

FLOWN URYTIL FURTHER NOTICE,

7« WE EXPECT THAT PARALLEL INSTRUCTI ONS WILL BE ISSUED BY .

THE GUN WITHIN A MLTTER OF HOURS, UPUL TELEPHORIC ﬁUTHDRIZATION
FROM THIS HQ RbFFPffNF TO THIS PAR&hR?ﬁH, COMMANDERS

WILL COMMUNICATE YH ”:S‘ANCE OF THIS DYRECTIVE T0 THEIR
COUNTERPART &,

B8, THERE SHOULD BE NU_rdmeC:COFHENL ON THESE INSTRUCTIOHNS

AND NO DEISCUSSIONS OF ANY KIND REGARDING THE EXTENSION OF THE
CEASE FIRF, Yt YOUR CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUR VIETNAMESE COUNTERPARTS,
AKE IT CLEAR VAT THE UNITED STATES HAS NG LRYENTION OF DIMINISH-

CING ITS-FULL CGUUIYHENT T0 THE SECURITY OF VIETNAMN. ON THE OTHER

HAND, IN COMHECTION WITH WORLD-WIDE SUPPORT OF THE GVN/FREE WORLD
EFFORT,' YT 1S ESSENTIAL THAT THE ONUS Ur RESFPONSIBILITY FOR
BREAKING THE CHRiSTMAS CELSE FIRE REST SQUARELY ON THE

SHOULDERS OF VYCsPavll FORCES.

PAGE 4 RU#HSMA 234 5 E CR E ¢

S« COMUSHACV DESIRES THAT INTELLIGANCE OPERATIONS BE

STEPPED"UP ACROSS THE BO&RDo PATROLS AND OTHER MEASURES ASSOCl=-
ATED WITH TWE SECURITY US FORCES WI.L BE INTENSIFIED IVMEDI«
ATELY, INTELLIGEUCE PA&ROLS AND VISUAL , IR, AND PHOTOGRAPHIC
AERIAL RECONNA(SSANCE/SERVF'iLLaNCE 0”EPR£"ON° WILL BE THRCREASEDR
IMMEDIATELY . GP4 ‘
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FM COMUSHMACV
TO RUMNMF/CG 111 MAF
RUMSAB/CG FFORCEV
RUMSBJ/CDR 2D AD
ZEN/CTF 115
RUMSVB/CG 1ST INF DIV
ZEN/SOG
RUMSVT/SA IV CORPS
ZEN/SA CMR
BT
SECRET 45054 FROM3 MACJ3
SUBJECT ¢ CHKRISTMAS CEASE FIRE _
1. COMUSMACY IS CONCERNED THAT THE VC MAY PROVOKE US
FORCES INTO BREAKING THE CHRISTMAS CEASE FIRE AND THEN EXPLOIT
IT FOR PROPAGANDA PURPOSES:
- 2, THEREFORE, COMMANDERS AT ALL ECHELOUS WILL BE IN=
FORMED THAT THEY WILL NOT RESPOND TO MINOR PROVOCATIONS OR
HARRASSMENT AS LONG AS THOSE PROVOCATIONS OR HARASSMENT
RDO
D
FMO POSE A THREAT TO THE SECURITY OF THIER COMMAND,
3, 2D AD HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO REVIEW ALL REQUESTS FOR

PAGW 2 RUMSMA 2294M SECRET

TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT AGAINST THIW CRITERIA AND BEFORE LAUCHING
STRIKE AIRCRAFT, TO VERIFY WITH COMMANDERS ON THE GROUND THAT
DESIGNATED TARGETS DO , IN FACT ., PGST A THREAT TO THE SECURITY
OF THE GROUNC ELEMENT. THE SAME RESTRAINT SHOULD BE APPLIED

BY CTF 115 AND BY ALL OTHER COMMANDERS.
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4. IT IS UNDERST0OD, OF COURSE, THERE WILL BE NO H & I
FIRES BY ARTILLERY OF ANY KIND DURING THIS PERIOD,
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SECRET

OPERATIONS OF US AND FREE WORLD FOKCES DURING CHRISTHAS DAY ()

4. COMUSMACY 2209507

f» REF A ESTAFLISHES FOLLOWING RULES TO BE OBSERVED DURING PER10D
24 18GBH TO 2524 00H,

h. ASSUME A PGSTURE CF EXTREMEN ALERTNESS, CONTINUE NORMAL SECURITY
FRECAUTIONS, £ND BE PREFARED WITH READY REACTION FORCES, TO RESPOND
FROWPTLY TO ANY VC INITIATIVES,

F. UNITS IN CONTACT WITH VC FORCES WILL NOT BREAK CONTACT.

Co NO GROUW OFFERSIVE OPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED, HOWEVER, ALﬁEZiE)

30 u2$ MA, !w /st | CORPS %ﬁfm’bﬁc a/ #3

coPv.__OF 3% copies SECRET
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cov@icaTion center
, Il Marine Amphibious Force
FPO Saon Francisco, Colifornia 96601

PAGE TWO RUMNMF 5¢8 S E C R ET
FORCES WILL BE PREPARED TO REACT PROMPILY AND WILL BE PREPARED TO

DESTROY VC OR PAVN FORCES IF THEY INITIATE OPERATIONS WHICH PRESENT
SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY,. '

D. AIR OPERATIONS WiLl BE CORDUCTED QLY IN SUFPORT OF US/RVNAF
FORCES IN CONTACT. HOWEVER, 2D AIR DIVISION WiLL HAINTAIN GROUND
&ND AIR ALERT AS REQUESTED AND AS REQUIRED AND UNEXPENDED ORDNANCE
WILL BE JETTISONED IN UNPOPULATED PREAS OR PREVIOUSLY "SPECIFIED
STRIKE AREAS.”

F. OPERATIONS INVOLVING ROUTIE SECURITY NEED NOT BE DISCONTINUZD AND
aIR OR GROUND ALERT AIRCRAFT WILL RE PROVIDED FOR SUCH OPERATIONS

AS REQUIRED4

"~ 2o FOR PURPQOSES OF CLARIFICATION, THE FOLLOWING RULES WILL BE
“ORSERVED WITHIN III MEF DURING THIS PERIOD,.

As NO H&I FIRES

Bo RECONNAISSANCE PATROLS WJLL BE CONTINUED

C. COMBAT PATROLS WILL NOT BE CONDUCTED EXCEPT FOR IMMEDIATE AREA
SECURITY. =

Do NORMAL AMBUSHES WILL BE CONDUCTED.

E. NO OFFENSIVE AIR OPERATIONS (INCLUDING NO TPq-10 MISSIONS)
EXCEPT IN SUPPORT OF US/ARVN FORCES IN CONTACT WITH THE ENENMY.

PAGE THREE RUMNNF 58 SECRET
F. HELO AND FIXED WINGC RESUPPLY OR MED EVAC WILL BE ESCORTED IF

SCHEDULED INIO UNSECURED AREAS.
G. AIRCRAFT WILL BE MAINTAINED ON NORMAL GROUND ALERT STATUS,

3., NO STATEMENTS RPI NO STATEMENIS WILL BE MADE TO PRESS. ALL
INQUIRIES WILL BE REFERRED T0 III MAF CIB. (::j::fi)
GP=4 : '
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3 E CRET VMAC 129765 FROMe MACOOC 12 - |

SUBJs OPERAI'OHS OF IS AND FREE WORLD FORCES DURING
CHRISTMAS DAY U & 4 _ SR

Lo THE FOLELQWING POLICY WILL APPLY TO OPERATIONS OF UoS,

ARD FREE WORLD FORCES FRON 1800 HOURS, 24 DECEMBER TO 2400

RS, 25 DECEMBER. f g : ‘
Ae ASSUSE A POSYRUE OF EXTREME ALERTNESS, CONTINUE

NORMAL SECURITY PRECAUTLONS, AND BE PREPARED WITH READY REe

ACTION FORCES, TO RESPOND PROMPILY TO ANY VC INITIATIVES,
Bo UNITG I¥ CONTAST WITH VC FORCES WILL NOT BREAK

i

FAGE 2 RUMSMA £028M S E C R E T A\
CONTACT , N
_C: NO GRUUND OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED . N
wWEVER, ALL FGRCES WILL BE PREPARED TO REACT PROMPILY AND N -
“ILL BE PREPARED T0 DESTRIY VC OR PAYN FORCES IF THEY INITIATE o
GPERATIONS WHYCH PRESENT SUCH AN OPPORTUNITY, o N\ -
Ds AIR CPEK&TIONS VILL BE CONDUCTED ONLY IN SUPPORT N\
OF US/RUNAF FORCES IN CONTACT, HOWEVER, 2D AXR DIVISION WILL
HAINTAIN GROUND AND AIR ALEST AS REGUEETED AND A4S - N
PEQUIRED AMD UNEXPENDED ORDNANCE WiLL BE JETTISONED I UN= N
POPULATED AREAS CR PREVIOUSLY "SPECIFIED STRIKE AREAS." :
Eo OPERATIONS INVOLVING ROUTE SECURITY NEED NOT BE \\4
LISCONTINUED AND AIR OR GRGUND! ALEHT AIRCRAFT WILL BE FROVIDED ‘\*
FOR SUCH OPERATECNS AS REQUIRED. THIS SPECIFICALLY APPLIES
T0 HIGHWAY 19, : \\W
3. VIETNAMESE JOINT GENERAL STAIF WILL ISSUE AN ORDER OF ‘\\
f IHE DAY SETTING FORTH THESE SAME GRGUND RULES, ' \|
Ao Mo STATEMENTS WILL EE MABE T THE PRESS. ALL QUERIES
biLL BE REFERRED TC MACY CFFICE OF INFORMATION. Ry :
PP g | : | \
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HEADQUARTERS

III Marine Amphibious Force and Naval Component Command
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
¢/o FPO 3an Francisco,
California 96601
' For/NCC Bul 005440
] 103/GHG/ ifc
SECRET Serial: 009666
: 26 .Jarmary 1966

SECRET

FORCEZNAYAL COMPONENT COMMAND BULLETIN 005440

From: Commanding General
To: Distribution List

Subj: III MAF/NCC Task Organization/Troop List (U)
Ref: (a) III MAF/NCC Order 3121.1B
Encls (1) IIX MAF/NCC 31Decb5 Task Organization Troop List

1. Purpose. To promulgate the III MAF/NCC 31 December 1965 Task Organiza-
tion?ﬁroop List.

2, Background. Reference (a) requires subordinate units to submit by
the 10th day of each month a report of their task organization/troop
list based on operational control for the last day of the preceding month.

3, Information. Enclosure (1) contains the 31 December 1965 III MAF/NCC

Task'Organization/Troop List. .Addressees are requested to review
enclosures and report changes to this Headquarters.
GROUP=-4

/zzzj’;(i;E!EL
, Chief of Staff o
Downgraded at 3 year intervals,

Declassified after 12 years ‘ -
SECRET

Copy_ of Copies

4. Self-cancellation. 20 February 1966,

DISTRIBUTION:

Case 1 éLess B)

Case 2 (Less G, H, I, M)
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Taek Orgenization - 31 Deoemhér 1965

I. Taval Component Command (I CTB)

“As

N f. Det, Sub Unit #2 H&SCo Hgbn

B,

c.

Headquarters (DANANG)

2,‘ Det, 5th Comm Bn

3. Det, H&HS-1 MWHG, FMAW
30th NCR

1. Hq, 30th NCR (DANANG)
2. MCB-4 (CHU ILAI)

3, MCB-5 (DA NANZ)

4, MCB-8 (DA NANG)

5. MCB-8 (PHU BAI)

6. NCB-9 (DA NAIG)

Nav Supt Act

1. DANANG (PCS)

2. DANANG (TDY)

3, Station Hospital (DANANG)
4. CHU LAI Detachment

II. III Marine Amphibious Force

A

B..

HQ IIT MAF DANANG
1. Staff

2. Btk Commbr. (~)
3. Prov Dog Plt
4. Tth CI Tn (CHU LAI)

b

Base Defense Bn (DANANG)

orf Bu
9 19
6 18
5 7
10
11
3 1
3 1
Q)'
~ 2411 35669
o7 723
75 120
18 584
11
3 8
X2
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SECRET,

c.

D,
E.

= 0

1. 34 Bn 9th Marines
h Bn (~)(Rein ARANG

-1, . Tth Engr Bn (- Co C)

2, 1st Bridge Co (~)

9th MT Bn (-)(Rein)( ang )
Sub_Unit #1, 1st ANGLICO
1. SATOON .
2, BIEN-HOK:.
3. BERIA
4. DANANG
5. QUANG NGAI
6. QUI NHON
7. PLEIKU
8. NHA TRANG
9. CAN THO
Det, J, 1at Radio Bn FMF
1. HQ & TM 1(DANANG)
2. Team 2,(CHU IAI)
3. Team 3,(PHU BAI)
d Marine Division (-)(Rein
. Ean ((amwe)
a. HqCo
b. Comm Co (-)
0. Service ch;
4. MPGo (-)
e. 34 CIT
£, Det, gt I

DECLASSIFIED

usMe . I3 “’
Off Enl 0Off Enml | m
2 95 3 51 104
35 998 1 16 1050
29 835 1 16 901
6 143 |
® %7 1 9 45
5 42 6 55
1T 14 16
5 1 6
13 .
4 1 5
1 3 ‘
1 2 ;
4 1 5
2 1 3
1 5 1 7
2 65 67
1 35 36
1 26 27
P4 .
105G 21262 106 1045 23369
155 1508 13 27 1703
119 690 13 27 849
"o 3% 367
15 318 333
5 A1 6.
4 16 20
1T o
2 ; ENCLOSORE (1)
QRFCRET

DECLASSIFIED

A ‘)‘ <A



DECLASSIFIED

4 .
g <R off Bl Off EL IOML
2, 34 Marines (-)(Rein)(DANANG-PAU BAI) 168 3630 10 174 4182 “
e, HoCo (Rein)(DANANG | 29 1 5 2 . B
(1) Det, HqBn, 3dMarDiv ‘ 3 B ) |
b, 1stBn, istherines (DANANG) 37 983 3 5T 1080
0. 1stBn, 3aMarines (DANANG) 39 1023 3 53 1118
4. 2dBn, \stMarines(Rein)(W BAT) 75 1602 3 59 1739
(1) 2dBn, 1stMarines 40 999 3 50 1092
(2) Det, H{;Bn; 3dMarDiv 1 6 7T !
(3) 1st P1t (Rein), Co 4, 119 20 |
1t AT Bn (5 M50a1 Ontos)
(4) 18t P2t (Rein)h Co &, 1 44 45
1stBngrBn
(5) 18t P1t (Rein), Co &, 121 28
1st TK Bn (5 M4843 Tanks) - | .
(6) 18t P1t (Rein), o 4, 1 23 oy
1st Recon Bn
(7) 4thBn, 12th Marines (-)(Rein) 30 484 -9 ‘555
(FHU BAI) :
(a) HoBtry(-)(Rein)(CMR Team) 14 161 3 178
(v) Bixy M, 4th}3n(SP)(6-155ﬁow) 4 120 2 126 |
(c) Btry B, 1stBn, 11thMar, 8 124 2 '134
(6=105How) '
(d) 07w Hortar Btzy, 1stBn, 4 179 2 85
11th Merines (6 Morters)
3. ADC Command Group (CHU IAT) 7 26 o 5‘5
4. 4th Marines («)(Réixx)(cnv 1AT) 107 2654 6 128 2895
8. Hylo 24 268 2 2 - 296
(1) Det, HqBn, 3dMarDiv 3 16 19
bo 1stBn; 4th Marines : 35 968 2 58 1963

0+ 2dBn, 4%h Mapinos 34969 2 58 1063

' e—TH
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e

4. CoB (-)(Rein), 34AT B
(1) coB ()

(2) Det, H&SCo; 3d AT Bn
8. CoB (-)(Rein ‘d Bn
(1) Co B (-)

(2) Det Support .Co

£, CoA (-)(Rein), 1stAnTracBn,
(34

g GoC (- d TK Bn, RMF
12 M4B8A3 Tanks

(1) co ¢ (-)

(2) Det, H&SCo
(3 M6742 Flame Tanks)

p 5. Artillery Bn Group (CHU IAI)
e, 3dBn (-), 11th @” rines
(1) Hq‘ Btry |
(2) Btry G (6-105How)
(3) Btry H (6-105How)
(4) Btry I (6-105How)

(5) 107mm Mortar Btry
6 mortars)

b, 3dBn (-HRein}, 12th Marines
(1) HoBtry (Rein)
(a) HqBtry

(b) Det; CMR HgBtry,
12th Marines

(2) Btry G (6-105How)

5
IVTP-5, 1"INIC, 1 IViR-1, 2LVTEL)

8

DECLASSIFIED

UsMe
2 67
1 40
127
3 19
375

44
168
4 %
4 85
10
76 1273
36 593
1 150
7 118
8 120
7 125
3 g0
40 680
14 164
14 150
1"

114

24
11

13
1
1
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737
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14
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(3) Btry H (6-105How) 7T 113 120
(4) Btry M, 4thBn, 11thMar 5 131 2 1%
(6-155How) |
(5) 34 155 Gun Btry, (SP)(-) PP 4 113 "7
(4-155Guns) » R
(6) 1st Plt, 1st 8"HowBtry (SP) 2 45 47
(2-8"How) -
6. Ith Merines (Rein) (CHU LAI) 47 3576 11 183 3917
a. Halo (-)(Retn) 21 281 2 3 307
(1) HgCo (-) 17 224 2 3 | 246
(2) Det, HgBn, 3dMarDiv 4 57 61 |
b. 1st Bn, Tth Marines 39 919 3 6 1083 -
¢. 2d Bn, 7th Marines 38 914 3 55 1010 |
¢ ¢, 34 Bn, Tth Marines 31 %2 3 5T 1039 o
M Gt > P ;
(1) co ¢ 2 59 61
(2) HaCo (-) 12 2 29 -
f. Cof (Rein), 1st BogrBn 4 157 1 162
¢. Coh (Rein), 34 AuTrao Bn 5 218 3 226 .
(47 4BA3 Tanks) » | |
7. 9th Marines (DANANG) 115 3090 10 168 3383
a. HqaCo ‘ 15 193 2 3 213
b. 1st Bn, Oth Masines 55 %9 3 56 1063 l
o. 24 Bn, 9th Marines 3 958 2 54 1080
d. 34 Bn, 33 Marines 29 970 > 55 1057 - ;
8. 12th Marines (-)(Rein)(DANANG) 111 1705 8~ 36 1860
8. HgBtry (-»)(Q-QM;Q | 22 209 3 4 238 |
‘ ENCLOSURE (1)
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off Enl Enl
o énr jwf) b, tat 0 7 161 3Tt :«;;
. R
a. 1sy Ba (=), 124 Morines 43 701 > 14 1760
(1) HgBtry - 4 163 2 4 183 :
(2) Btry A (6-105How) 7 115 2 124 -
(3) Btry A, 18t Bn, 11thMar 8 124 2 134 |
o (4) 107mm Mortar Btry 375 2 80
‘ | (6 Mortars) '
| H (5) Btry C, 18t Bn, 12thMar 8 110 2 120 \
(6) Btry K, 4thBn, 12thMar 5 114 i 2 19
(6-155 (sP)) -
e. 2dBn (=), 12th Marines 599 3 14 654 !
(1) HqBtzy % 153 3 5 115
(2) Btry D (6-105How) 7. 114 2 123
(3) Btry E (6-1‘05How) 7 109 1 17
(4) Btry F (6-105How) 7 106 .3 116
5) Btry L, 4thBn, 12thMar 3 17 3 123 @
(6-155 (81)) | |
9. 3d_AT Bn (-)(Rein)(DANANG) 15 305 10 330
a. E&SCo 9 147 7 163 |
1 b. Co & (-)(Rein)(10 M50A1 Ontos) 3 63 1 67
c. Co C (Rein)(20 M50A1 Ontos) 3 95 2 100
10, 3d Bn(- Rodn) (DANANG 28 686 113 728
| a. HSCo 10 117 113 | 141
| b. Support Co 4 268 | 272
co Co A (=) 5 T4 79 ‘
SE g e . '
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’um:!_mssmm BE
S I ML Em IOIM B
de G0 C 6 17 155 o
e. 0Oo G, 7th Engr Bn 3 80 83 |
11, 34 Med Bn (-) (DAFANG) 3 101 er 153 a€4_q :
a. HLSCo 3 10 8 45 187
b, Co C 18 102 10
. Co '.D‘ : 1 6 7
12. 34 Reocon Bn (DANANG) 21 302 A N £ 341 ’
a. HASCo 9 9 1 6 18 o
b, Co 4 4 66 4 74
o, CoC 4 68 3 75
d. CoD 4 69 & M
13, Recon (phs I) 8 132 5 U5
a. Co B (-) (Rein), 34 Recon Bn 4 63 2 69 |
(1) B4800
(2) 1st P1t
(3) 24 P1% |
b, Co C (Rein), lat Recon Bn 4 69 3 76 O
14. 1lst Force Regon | 9 128 5 142
15, 34 MP Bn (-) (DANANG) 10 15 8 172
a. H&3Co T 84 8 99
b. Co A (~) (1t M-35, 2§ ton trucks) 2 59 41
c. 2dPlt, CoB(15 M-35, 2% ton trucks) 1 31 | 32
T ENCLOSURE (1)
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UNCLASSIFIED off Bl 0ff Bl Toml
16, lotAnTreoBn(-)(Rein) B (DANANG) 26 639 2 15 680
a. H&SCo (12 LVIP5, 3 IvIC1, 1 IVTR1). 17+ 315 2 11 349 ‘.;fﬂ‘*’
Y !(thnlr‘rq‘;:'é\rmored mphib P14 2 74 . 2 T8 -
c. Oo B (B.ein) 7 246 - 253
(54 VTP5, 4 LVI01, 1 LVTR1) ,
17.: 34 Tank Bn (-)(Rein) (DANANG 23 489 1 1 524
a. B&3Co (-) (2 M48A3 Tke ) 15 267 1 7 290 '
. r(ngAMﬁ;is(ﬁ 231(1 3 M67A2 Flame 'hnh) » | ‘ *
3s Go B (Rein) iy 5 110 “ 2 117 ’
(17 M48A3 Tk & 3 M67A2 Flame Sesks)
- d. 1st P1t Co C (5 M46A3 Tks) 23 23
18, 34 Shore Party Bn (- (DA a) 22 438 1 25 486
a. H&SCo 12 184 1 10 207
b, Co & 3 86 5 94
¢. Co B 4 82 V] 91
d, Co© 3 86 5 94 ’
19, Co G, 1st Shore Bn (CHU LAI) 5 126 1 10 142
20. 23 Dental Co (DANANG) 8 35 43
Flret Morine Afrcraft Wing 1068 8332 40 147 9587
1. MWHG-1 249 2159 1 50 2470
\ve. H&HS-1 (DANANG) - 141 803 10 28 982
b, MASS-2° b 19 119 138
(1) Det 4 (cHU 1AI) 4 18 22
' 8 ENCLOSURE (1)
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| UNCLASSIFIED = m

(2) Dot B (DANAKG) 4 |
(3) Dot ¢ (CHU 11) 5 13 16
(4) DASC (DANANG) 7T 19 %
oo MACS-T | 23 221 2 a6
(1) Det & (PHV BAI) 31 0
d, 1lst LAAM Bn (DANANG) 13 41 1 10 505 .
e. 23 LAAM BH (CHU IAI) 32 449 1 10 492
2, -\gg' G-11 (DANANG) 178 1817 5 21 2021 | :
s ENS-11 3 416 g0 %
b, MABS-11 13 490 3 16 s T
o, VMFA-115 | 4 214 1 2z 38 T
4. VMRA-323 43 218 1 2 34
s VHCI-1 | 29 222 . s
£, VMP(AW)-312 18 137 1 156 i
3. MAG-12 (CHU IAI) 166 1654 6 26 1852
s, BAMS-12 41 38R 05
b. MABS-12 | 19 519 3 22 563
o, VMA-211 29 179 2 20
4. -2l ‘ 24 16 1 201
e VMA-223 | 27 178 1 2 228 '
t, w224 | 22 176 1 199
g MATOU-67 4 62 66
4, MAG-16 240 1407 9 2 1677
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’ USMC
““ml_m%‘iﬂm Off Enl Off Enl TOTA
a, HAM3-1€ (DANANG) 31281 712
b, MABG-16 (DANANG) 13 M1 5 8 3
cs Det MABS (PHU BAI) 12 12
d.. Det MABS' (QUANG NOAI) 2 2
&. Dot MABS (QUANG TRI) 2 2
'f. SU#1, MABS-16 (DANANG) W0 e 1 72
g HMM-161 (PHU BAI) 50 179 i3 232
| L, IMM-263 (DANANG) | : 46 175 1 3 225
4, HMM-361 (DANANG) 51 158 1 3 213
¢ \ o VMO-2 (DANANG) 33 136 1 5 175
| k., MATCU-63 (DANANG) | 6 61 67
5. MAG-3S 235 1295 8 29 1567
a, HAMS-26 (CHU LAI)‘ 34 315 349
b. MABS-36 (CHU LAI)“ 14 342 4 2% 386
o, HMM-362 (CHU IAI) 5% 160 1 214
d, MWM-363 (QUI NHON) 54 176 .2 3 035
e, HMM-F64 (CHU LAI) 54 152 1 207
£, VMO-& (CHU LAI) 26 150 76
- IL. . 98 3195 32 218 3543
1. Foree Loglstics Supp_oﬁ +_Group (DANANG} 52 1649 4 21 1736
| a, H&SCo(-)(Rein) MSvoBn 22 313 3 15 413
% b, Supply Co (<) (Rein) 3dSveBn 22 750 116 789
0. Maint Co (-) (Rein) 3dSveBn € 399 405
10 ENCLOSURE (1)
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DECLASSIFIED

L ® o
’ T o
UNCLASSiFicu , | of Bl off Bl IO
4. Truok Co (-) (Rein) 3dSvoBn 2 127 19 ‘
2, MWWG 1308 19 130 1495
ar I ters . i 24 8N 8 903
(1) Ba&3Co (Provisional) 11 19'} 8 216
(2) Supply Go (Provisional) 7 326 | ' | ‘553: . .
(3) Maint Co (Provisional) 6 38 .7
b. Shore Party Goup (Provisfors}) 4 136 1 10 151
(1) 0o "0%, letern 4B 1 w0
o rOW 0 jka:lona. | 10 266 | 4 28“2?{‘
“ (1)"Go "a", Tth MEBn () 3 &4 .z 8y
(2) 2471, Co "0", 9th MIBn 1 21 8 '
"+(3) 0o "6", letMIEn (-) ‘ 3 81 1 85
(4) o "o™, 34 M'En 376 1 80
d. Co "B", 34MedBp (Rein 33 18 108 159
3. Foros Logigtio Sum" ort mg_ﬁ__(mw 6 238 9 57 ‘31'2‘
a. JISU Headquarters 6 10 4 200
(1) BasCo (m;ummn 3 40 4 41
- (2) Supply Plat 62 | 62
© . (3) Maint Pla¥ 3 &8 91
" b, Qo "B™, 34 MIBp (-) R T B

63 Qo A", 3d MedBn | . 1 9 53 73
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