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PART ONE ‘
CRGANIZATIONAL DATA
Y IIT MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCR
| \\\\Q’\}‘J‘ DANANG AIR BASE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
LEVIS W. WALT
LIEUZENAND GENERAL UNITHD STATES MARINE CCRPS
COMMANDING

COMMAND CHRONOIOGY FOR PiRIOD 1 ILIAY - 31 MAY 1966

CHIEF OF STAFF BGRN JONAS M. PLATT, USMC

DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFY COL KIMWR G. GLIDDEN JR, USMC
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G~1 COL DON W, GALBREAITH, USMC
ASSISTANT CHILF OF STAFF, G=2 COL JOHN E. GORMAN, USMC (1-3 )JAY)

COL THELL H. FISHR, UsiC (§-30 MaY)
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-3 COL JOIN R CHAISSON, UsMC
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-4 | COL $MW#H J. CIRIK, UsMC (1-20 MaY)

COL JOHN F, OUTLUY JR, USHC (21~30MAY)

ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G5 COL ERIC S. HOLMGRATN, USMC
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-6 MAJ TILTON Ae ANDERSOL, USMCOR
SUPPLY OFFICIR CUL HOWARD G, TAFT, USMC

FORCE INGINRER OFFICHR LICOL LESTER G. HARMON, USMC
COMMUNICA Y IONS-ELECTRONICS OFFICHR COL JAKE B, HILL, USMC
ADJUTANT LTCOL BURTON L. LUCAS JR, USMC
COMPTROLLIR CAPT WILSON A. VOIGHT, USMC
CHAPLAIN CAPT FRANCIS 1. GARRETT, USN

COMBAT 1 HORMACTON BURAAU COL THOMAS M. FILLDS, USMC
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"DIRFCTOR, COMBAT OPFRATIONS CENTIR

LA
DIR ngfg);‘, COMMAND CENTIR

LA
¥
OB SERVICE OFFICHR
* \SLEGAL OFFICER
SURGEON
HODOR TR ASPURY OFFICIR
ORDNANCE OFFICIR
PROTOCOL OFFICIR
FROVOST MARSHAL

SPECIAL SERVICHS OFFIONR

mANSl’OR'l‘ATION/ IMBARKALION ORPICHR
SUBORDINATI Ul

3D MARINE DIVISION

18T MARINE DIVISION

18T MARINE AIRCRAPT WING

FORCH 10GISTIC COMMAND

3D BATPALION, 3D MARINHS

TTH ENGINKER BATTALION (RRIN)
9TH MOTCR TRANSPCRT BATTALION
5TH COMMUNICATIONS BAPTALION

8UB UNIT # 1, FIRST KADIO BALTALION
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ITCOL, CHARIES A WEBSTER, USHC (1-23MaY)

MAJ EVAN 1, PARKIR, USMC (24-31MAY)
LTCOL JOSKPH V. MCLIRNON, USHC
LTCOL HENRY G+ ROBIRTS, USMC

COL VERNON A, PHITZIR, UMC:.

CAPT WILLIAM A. W(LFMAN UGN

LTCOL EDWIN W, KILLIAN, USMC

MAJ WALTER ¥, BOWRON, USMC

. MAJ RALPH H. BROUN, USMC

MAJ LER H. MARDER, USMC

0OL EDWIN G, WINSTKAD, UstC (1-2HAY)

00, JOHN F. GORMAN, USMO (3-31:AY)

FIAD it iy GRIBBy USMO
SOMIANDERS

MGEN WOOD B, Xyl i, U4MC

MOV LIS 0. 1 0, USHO

MGV KaIMt B3 CURCHEON, (1-15MRY)

MOMN IOVIS B, ROBMRTOHAW, (16-31MAY)

00} OWOHGN ©4 ANTNLL, USMC

LT00L JOSHUA '/, nm‘zem III, UsMO

TDCOL BOTNG Lo b, USMe

MAJ JOnl oy JUNIS, USMO

1000L HEROULES R4 KKILY, (1-30MAY)

00N JOYNOH NASTAYT, (31MAY)

OAPT RUSSHIL W RADR, USHO
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HEADQUARTERS & SERVICE COMPANY MAJ ANTHONY J. PALONIS JR, USMC
SUB UNIT ;f 1y 1ST ANGLICO ITCOL CARROLL B. BURCH, USMC
SKNTRY 1OG PLATOON LT LEONARD E. QLIVBI, USMCR
SCQU'I‘ DOG PLATOON IT ROBERT V. WILDER, UBMCR

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

- -~
' PART TWO

SIGNI U3 _EVENTS

I. INTRODUCTION
’." Ao Qoneral. During May 1966, 1II Marine Amphibious Force lleadquarters
< nas looated at Coordinates (AT 993754), whioh is 55U moters wost of Danang

; Q}\; Air Base in the Republio of Vietnam, and adjacent to the 1st liarine Airoraft

@; Wing Command Post. All forces under operationsl oontrol of LII lut were

: loceted in the I Curp: Tacticnl Zone with the excupticn of iiunidl detach=

‘ ments that were vpcrating in sll four 0T%4's. III JAF decron.cd in average
personnel strength frum 58,615 to 52,712 during May, with §4,308 on hand at
the end of the jpexiod. .

B .Aotivities. 111 LAY oontinued operations in the acouuplishuent of
the objectivus as ostablished by reference (e), CUNUSHAUV Letter of Instruction
(101 3-66) datod 30 Maroh 1966.

II. GPERATIONS

A+ General. The oontinuing objeotive of destruction of Vu/iVa forces
vas eocoumplished during the month by oonduoting ten mejor operaticns out~
side and two within the TAORs. The wajority of contacts witii eiwouy foroes
was by small unit sotion, III MAF olements dostroyed VO lurces, numerous
bunkers, tunnels, fortifications, booby trape, apems i refuge, wnd oonfisoated
large caches of rioce.

By Cperati-n VIRGINIA. A Battalion Reconnairsenc: ia Morc: ojeration was
ocnducted it - 17 April through 1 Maye. The sres of «eraticus ventered
around the Khe Sen si/UI1MG camp in the western portion of .uang 'ri Provinoe,.
buring Phewe 1 ..ciuote of the battalion oonducted sweepys with no contaot.
Phaso I1 of Uperution Virginiae consisted of a reconnaissence in force on
Route 9 froum iihe Sanh to Dong Hae VO Casualties for the ojeration were 1
VC KIA (PROB).

Ce Lporation Geor:sin., A bittelion s:arch and dsstroy osuravion in
progress since 21 April texrmiiuted on 10 May., The wenter i g area of
operutions was luoated 20 miles southwest of Donang Adx Busice, the area bounded
by the Wui Du:ng Thong hills to the south, the Sung Vu Giu vo tho north, GL
(AT 80) to the wst, an. GL (BY 01) .o the easty wn rnawa encuipus:. ng about
390 square kiluueters, fthe miseion continu.d t0 be desirey VO Forcos and
inotatlations, open the area to GVN influence, aspist rural cenutiruotion,
end provide rurel harvest essistance. ‘'he Pattalion iLacticsd unsisted ohiefly
of multi-oomgany sweaps toward on platoon or conpury in ilocking poritions. It
is pignificant that of the total VU sastaliion,20 Yo &dd e v sen (s}
were achieved by actill.xy fire misc.ons called by Xecun Pbservation Posts
and infaentry unity during whioh time these nnits diu not shiyeically cloce
with the enemy, Total V¢ asunltior were 103 KIA and 164 XIA (P s
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D. Operation gg%'go&a‘«‘.. A ragimental nize Saarch and Gostroy ooeration
with three infantry batialicns _iue an antillexry battalion was conduoted 5=
7 May. Area of cperations was 12 udes narthwest of Hue in an ercy bounded
to the north by zoute # 1, to the south by Nui Ong Giaihills and to the east
by the Sung Bu. The purpose of the o;eration wan to destroy eneily personnel
and installatione, Two batialions swopt to the 8iuthesstvith one UulC
battalion in blocking position along the Nul Gng Gie and kil bong hills and ‘
one ALVN battalion blocking to north end éasts Contaot was light with finel
VC ¢usualtios totalling 9 VO KIA and 17 VG KIA (PROB).

&, Uperation MONTGOMFRY. A Yagimental size @zarch end dostroy .o peration
in oonjunotion with ARVN umits was initiated on 9 May and terninated on 14
May. Arca of operations located in Quang Ngal«Provmoe 1/ miles south of
Chu Lai airfield, in an area adjacent to and north of the Song Tra hhuc and
enst of =id .dne (BS 40). The purpors of the operation was to ocapture and
destroy eneuy forces, sup;lies, and eyuipment loocated in axea of operations,
Two battalions swept east fromwost side of zune while one battalion bloocked
to the northeastern portion of the area of operations. The reginent inflioted
VC Casulaties mainly through siall unit ocontacts. VC Sasualties for the
operation were 53 KIA end 39 1A (PRCB).

F. Operation WAMNE. & reoinenlos, 8ize 83arch and 8 sstroy ocratio: with
two infantry hattaliorns and one artillecy battalion was conductyw Izvom 10-12
Moy ., Ares of:operatione was in Thua Thien Province nine niles s uluecast of
Huc TIlia Bei airfield, a mile to scutheast and outside of the Phu Bail TuUR.
Pur;..se of the operaticn wasto dustroy or capture enony forces, installations,
end material in area of operation:.- One battalion wag heliliftud to the

Magtern portion of the zone, to sweep east while another buttelion entered
the northern sector of the area to swoep south with one oou.any blccking to | =
the scutheast. The battulions had sporadic contact witi v.orations shifting] ()
to patrols and anbushes until termination of the .peration. VG 6 wualties T
Hed 5 L ! £=imy
totuled,. 5 VO KIA. A
G. yperation YUMA. Battalios eize 82avch and d :gtroy 0 cration vas @.f?
conducted during 16-17 Mey. location oi operel:onal area was tho haulet S
0l wan Phuoo 4§ in Quang Ngai Province nine miles. directly south of ;@'—L;)
Chu wai Airfield. Purpose of the operation was tu looate and desiroy eneny gii:
installations in area. The battalions cordoned the village and coaductod =)

sweeps for one and a half days with very light oontact. A pathfinder team
moving to the helicopter landing zone prior to the operaiion inflioted all
the VC ocasualties of Operation YUWMA by embushing a VC colunn. Total VC
Sasualties for the operation was 6 VC KIA,

Ho Operation MORGAN. A battalion 8iz¢ sisarch and dastroy Opcration in
conjunction with ARVN elerents wae conducted from 20-22 lny in uang Ngad
Province in an ares 11 miles south of Chu lei eirfield, adjaceut to the north bank
of the Jdong 1°~ Bong and east of Suoi Sauj an area of about 2 square kilo-
neters. The battalion units commenced sweeping the area weking no phyaioal
contact with the enemy. County Fair was conducted throughout 21 isy hirty
i weremedlcaljy sreated, 53 VN received dental ocare, 1650 me.ls were serveu,
800 VI maguzines distributed) and 5 paychological werfare mcvies wera presented
while aircraft broadersted messazes snd dromped leaflets, Tt is note worthy
that all VC casualiiss were inflicted by eircraft or arty. Uotal VO
casualties for the opereci.n woie 2 VO KIA and 21 slA (wRUB).

s e
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I. Operation CHEYENNE, A one day search and destroy eperation was con-
ducted by one Marine batialion in conjunction with an ARVN battalion on 2L
Yay in Quang Tim Province 12 miles morthwest of Chu Lai airfield. The arca
of operations was approximately 12 square kilometsrs and located along the
soa coast. The purpose of the operation was te locate and desiroy enemy
personnel, Battaliens swept northweat apprehending 1 VCS,

J. Operation ATHENS, A battalion size search and destroy operation was

conducted frem 25 May through the end of the reporting pericd. The area

of operations was lecated southeast of and adjacent to the Phu Bai TAOR,

The purpose of the operation was to conduct extensive patrol and ambush
activity to prevent enemy movement through the area and to intercept enenmy
forces attempting to attack villages and eother installations slong high-
Way 1., At the end of the reaporting peried the VC casualtias were 10 XTA

and ly KTA (PROB),

K. Operations MOBTLI, A battalion size search and destroy operation
was conducted during 27'-20 May in Quang Ngai Prevince eight miles seutheast
of Chu Lsi airfield on peninsula fermed by South Chira Sea and Song Tra
Bay. Purpose of the operation was to locate and destroy enemy forces,
equipment and facllities in zone, Battalion elements swept zone with two
companies conducting amphibious landimgs, one company helilifting inte
zone, and one company moving to arsa of operations overland, VC casualties
were 15 XIA and 25 KIA (PROB),

L. Operation RENO. A battalion size opsration commemced on 30 May and
continued through the ond of reperting period, Operating area for RENO was
dofined as the area of a circle with a 10XM radius centersd at Dong Ha inm
Quang Tri Province, There were no VC Casualtises at end of period,

M., Opsration CHEYENNE II, A battalion size search and destroy operation
in conjunction with ARVN forces was conducted con 31 May. The area of oper-
ation was 12 miles northwest of Chu Lai airfield along the coast; an arca
of about 12 square kilomeieors. Purpose of the operation was to destroy or
capturc cnemy persomnel, facilities, and material., IXlements of the battalion
swept southcast., During the cperations 21 VC were captured, 8 VC were WIA,
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N. OQther Gperatiors }!IGim

1. Operation OSACE. 27 Apr - 2 May, was an amphitious operation
conducted by the AiG/GLF in the Phu Loc area (AC 0600). BLT 1/5 was com-
mitted to the sourch and destroy operation with a concurrent mission of
harvest protection within the area of operations., 111 MAF supuorted the
auphibicrs tack force with fixed wing and other support as regiired and
was ready to a: sune OpCon in event control was passed ashore, bknemy con-
tact was negligible, The operation cost the VC 8 confirmed and 3 estimated
dead.

2. Counly ¥air Operation (9 May). TWO USMC cgmpanies 11 conjunction
with tvo companies of the 1/%18t 4RVN conducteu &4 County Fair operation at le
son (¢), vicinity of (42 9764) and Thai Cam (1) at (AT 9864), results of the
aperation were f VO ElA, 3 VCC, 6 weapons and nun%rous grenndes cuntured,

3ozl Ny 9th pirines Contact (12 May), A squad melrol frow B/1/9
nade co. tael vith o unbnown, number of VG in the vieinity of (44 9294 in
the lhanang T Or,  bruvo Company proceeded Lo the scene of the fire fight
and mwsde heavy contact with the VO in strongly enirenched nositions, Aldr
and arli:jery nisoeions were conducted against the positions throughout the
af ternoon. The cunulative results of the engagement were 55 VC kla and
120 killed hy air and artillery,

4. M™wo unnased hattalion search and destroy operations were con-
ducted duriiy; the period with no significant contact. 1%,%63 suidl unit
operations were conducted within the TAORS. 1,074 contacts with enemy
elements were made,

0. Alh SUPTORT

1. Fixed Ving, JII MAF provided fixed wing aircraft during May
as indicated in Table I,

TABLE I

111 MAF FIXED WING OPERATIONS
TWE SORTIE INTY SUHPOKTED

IIT MAF  ARVN  7TH AF  TF 77

Close Air Support 171 g
Direct Air Support 946
landing Zone Preparation 110 29
. Helo lscort 386 330
Interdiction 22 166
Photo 131
ECM 1 64 66
Other Tuctlical 45 1
Non Tactlical 342 20
Steel Ti;er 1134
WIALS 2160 359 1944 67
7
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Yo tedicopler, Tl VAR provided helicopter aircrait during May as

e

indicated in Mable T1.
ABLE T

TLE i V) GO Gt RS

). TASK. PORAL
Gunvoy Dscort 168
Gotaba b ™ 00 Carvelder 5138
Apmed Helo 122
Comb:at Coareo 1292
lLogd. Lie P'reop Carrier A4
Logiutic Carpo ‘ 2482
Cotmrang and Geniroel 96
vearch and Pescua 49
Tactical Ted livae 1031
Recon 533
Tactical Air Coord (Airlore) 31
Tacticul Aisoeaf't Recovery 7
"raining 112
Maintcimnece 5’]2
vip 268
rdmin/idnison £330
“‘{jdl ’ 6
("Jf‘,. e e e e e P e
sorbion 56790
Cargo (4ns) 2584
Passeneers 4624

Po  Revhe Gl SEvoviti's Nevald Gunfive Hupport ships supported 111
VA units with 171 rounds of u"/;a, 6 rounds of 6"/47, 1670 rounds of %"/
)8/)4, for o totad of 257 roawnde fired.

'."‘ %‘?fé“lfﬁ
Y
ﬁ Eu
hdd I T Y Iy 4 iy S e g Y _u‘.....,\\.-.‘md

8 ‘-u.uh-nx.. TS L IpRRE NA, wl‘"
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i
i
J
!

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

.
. .
1 ' 3
¥ ]

I1I., INPELLIGENCE m

A. THU BAI, Operation Virginia at Khe Sanh oonoluded on 1 May with nd
contact establishod. Neither Operation Cherokee, to the west of Hue, nor
Wayne, to the south of the TAOR rosulted in significant contaot. From
17-20 lwy, VC activity in the 11th Division Taotioal Area (IMA) inoressed
considerably with 4 VC attacks ocourring., In Thua Thien, on 17 May and
egain on 20 May, determined mortar and infantiry attacks were made by
VC unite against the 1st Ba*talion, 4th Marines roeition in the Co Bi-

Thauh area (YD 5432) and (YD “2426), Both attaoks oooured in the early
morning and involved apparent suioide squadse carrying demolitions. Both
attacks were repulsed. On 19 May, an ostimated VC Battalion attacked

an ARVN outpost at Gio Linh (Yo 214710) after firing 150 rounds of 81/82am
mortar., At the same time, an unknown nunber of VG attacked and overran

an ARV position at Con Thien (YD 115700), FExoept for contact with an
estimated 100 VC in well fortified positions in the Co Bi-Thanh Tan ares

on 29 May, VC aotivity in the remainder of the period slackened considerably.
Minor contacts were reportod by hoth ARVN and Marine Sweeps but failed to
engage significant eneny units, Eneny strength in this area give the Viet
Cong a cupubility to attack the hu Bai TAOR with a strength equivalent to
two Regiments (the 6th NVA Regiment and the 95th "B" NVA Repiment), reinforced
by locel force and guerrilla elemenis. ‘

Be DANANG, Operution Guorpia, in the An Hoa area (AT 8746) ended on 10
May with & tolul of 103 VU KIA for the three week operation, 4 returnees
turned theinselves dn during the operation, Three significant VU encounters
occured within the Dunang TAOR during the period, On 12 May, &an estimated

two VU companies attaoked a USLIC patrol, Subseyuent Marine reinforoements

and supporting arie acoounted for 55 KIA. Two days later a 24 Battalion,

9th Marines putrol enoountered an estimated oompany of VC, ‘'he engagement
resulted in 37 VC KIA before the VC withdrew, On 21 May, units of the 1st
Battalion, 9th Marines engaged an estimated two VC Companies. "he engagement
whioh lasted throughout the afternoon, resulted in 53 oonfirmed VC KIA. The
southern half of the TAOR was again the soene of numerous VC harassing aotions
involving emall scale inoidents. Enemy strength in this area give the Viet /7. 7o
Cong a capability to atteck the Danang TAOR with the equivalent of two ( .
regimente (the 21st Regiment and the R-20 and 70th Battalions), reinforoed [
by local foroe and guerrille units, While the 21st Regiment is carried as i: ¢
unlocated, it is believed to be located in northern Quang Tin Provinoce., It|' V
is oonsidered capable of attacking the Danang TAOR with little shifting of j; v
foroes, : g; éf

Co CHU LAL. Operation Montmomery toruwirated at 141620H, after 5 days oF o
sporadic light contaot, Although numerous sightings of enmall eneny groups . A
were nade, no vignifiount ocuntaots could be developed,  Report of eneny . Crmcd B
movements indiocate the VO may be temporarily clearing the old Yexas-Utah- S
Indiana~Hot Springs oporations area to avoid major oontact, Total oonfirmed
VC losses wore H1 KlA. Operation Cheyenns, to the north of Chu lai; and
Operation Mobile, in ', southern portion of the TAOR, were oonbined USMC
and AKVN uperatious, neither developud signifiount oontaot, Klsewhere in
the iwo southernmost 1 Corps provinces, the standard VC harassment tactics

3\
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continued, Mnemy strength in this area give the Viot Cung a capability
to attack the Chu lai TACR with two regiments (the 1st VC and 21st NVA
Regimenis), reinforced by the 195th NVA AA Battalion, the 52nd Battalion
and guerrilla elements.

De  PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION. The VC have shown some concern over recent
reports that villagersare smuggling radios and friendly propaganda leaflets
into VC controlled arcas. The National Liberation Front of South Vietnam
(NFLSVN) issued orders to begin a campaign oslled "Back to the City
Campaign', The purpose of this campaign is to send political ocadres to
infiltraute the provinces and cities in ICTZ, to organize propagunda units,
and to cause disorder., For example, in Danang the VC Provincial Committee
is to orgarize student and labor groups and to cause divisions hetween
religious/political factions, etc., During the recent p:litical unrest, the
VC were rcported to have sent many VC cadre to the provinces and towns on
propaganda and indoctrination missions, In areas under VC control or
partial control, V¢ terror and propaganda activities have been successful
in gaining support. The numerous political, religious, and ethnic groups
have been used to sow dissension and distruct among the population.
Vietnamese living in Viet Cong controlled areas are exploited to put
pressurc on relatives supporting the RVN. It appears ‘hat the VO intend
to exploit the currcnt political unrest to their advantage. @I :ports
indicate that VC are occupying those village and hamlets that have been
vacated by ARVN Forces that'joined in "Strugele Aotivities'"., The VC
are re;ortedly issuing directives to subordinate district commitiees to
intensify nilitary and political activities. This is to be a two-month
campaign covering the period 2 May - 30 June 1966, Political aotivities
will includc intensification of efforts in organizing the fifih columnist
among government troops; an increase in the troop proselyting activities
to include urging government servicemen to defect; and to increase th.
training of female espionage agents,

ke TIRIORISHM. Terroristic activities have substentinlly increased for
this reporting period, particularly in the Chu lai TAOR. The VC appear to be
using Ul villagers to transport the recent ricr harvest from various areas
throughout the 1CT% to VC Secret Zones, Reporis of VO directives found
indicate that the gathering of rice and the acouwisition of laborers to
transport the rice to secret storehouses is still a primary effort at this
time. Emphasis is also being placed on the assassination and kidnapping of
GVN Pacification cadre.

P HSUIGNAGE AND SANOTAGE. Viet Cong employment of Liaison and Reconnaissance
Cells continued during the month of May throughout the IC1%. These cells are
usually composed of youths procured by the intelligence organizations, They
are instructed in the rudiments of espionage and propagande techniques,
especially mcthods of spreading suspicion and hatred of the US/GVN Covern-
ments. luch emphasis have been placed on targets such as tridges, railroads,
culverts and other lines of communications. The VC are continuiig to conduct
sabotage training in an effort to improve their canaliility and techniques.

YWRET
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G. MINES AND BOOBY TR:FS. The incidence of enemy empluyment of mines and
booby traps increased by 17.5% over the previous reporting period, The VC
continued to use these explosive devices throughout areas susceptible to
friendly operations and in locations frequented primarily by civilians. One
new type of booby trap was discovered during the reporting period. On 26
May, 1st MAW 10D porsonnel disarmed four booby traps in the Tai Nang Valley
arcs © near Ba To, Quang Ngai. Each booby trap, in dense foliage, was composed
of & UBu-3/B bomb vhich had been invertod and placed on & hard surface (rock)
wilh its large mushroom striker facing upward., Suspended above it by a series
of levers and cormunioatlirms uire was a 20 to 30 pound rock, attached to a trip
wire. When the wire wuo distucbed, it released the rock which in turn fell on
the striker, setiing off the bumblet,

H, ANTI-AIRCRAX. The frequency of anti-aircraft incidents and hits on
aircraft increased slightly over the previous month. A comparison of anti-
aireraft statistics between April and May indicate the following:

APRIL MAY, PO _CIANGE
INGTD e 568 30 W
ATRCRAFD HIT 98 100 13.1%

*2 306 Helo, 931’~‘/'wg
*#( 95 Jlelo, TFN

Periinent statistics rclating to enemy initisted action and personnel
and woapons losses for the reporting period are set forth below:

BN INIDIAYED INCIDINS

AMBUGH 1

ATYACK 4

SSAULY DY PIRD 1 ;
HARASS G FIRE 534 ;
MINMS ALD BOCBY TRALS 114 .
HAML.D ITARASSHINT 3 ;
O BER ARAOHMENT 3
SATOVAGL 1
PROFAGAIIDA 4

AA PIRE 399 _

TOTAL 1064
ENIMY PERSONNED LOSSES
CONFIRMED  POSSIBLE

KI1A 521 437

KisA 137 183
Vee 95

V(S 579

RECURN iSES 82

11
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ENEMY WEAPONS LOSSES

RIFLE %
AULOKAY1C RIFLE 6
CARH LKE 38
SUB=-MNAGITNEGUN 36
MAC:: LHLGUN 5
HORYAR 1
SHOLGUN 1
PISTUL 3
N-9 GRENADE LAUCHER 2
UNKNOWN IYDE . _2_
TOTAL 17

I. WEATHER. During May, several periods of light rainfs]l and occasional
periods of crachin with attendent low ceilings and fog ooccured. On several
occasions, these cunditions resulted in short periods during which friendly
mobility and air operations were restrioted in certain localities,

TOTAL PRECIPITATICN FOR MAY

ARra FRECIPITATION MBAN FOK_MONTH
DAl ANG Tt 7" 3,0
CHU LAT 7.85" 3.0
PIU BAI 1430 3,01

III MAF OB MIAS ACCEPTED THE FOLLOWING NEWLY IDENTIFIED UNITS IN ICTZ

UNID SIR  RATING 1OC DALE
Hq, 620th Div (NVA) 100 CONF QUANG TIN PRLV  26Apré66
318t Regt (NVA) 2000 POSS QUANG TIN PROV  26Apr66

J. MNRMY ORDER OF BATTLE ICTZ

CONFIRMED - PROBABLE
1 hilitary Region Hgs 8 Battali ns
1 Military Sub-Region Hgs 5 Companies
1 Div Hq* '

4 Regiments (3 NVA) ¥
27 Battalions (9 NVA)** -
32 Companies

¥(he exittance of the Headquarters of the 620th NVA Divsion was confirmed

in Quang Tin on 26 April by COMUSMACY. The Headquarters strength is 100

men., 1t controls the 1st VC and the 21st NVA Regiments, which have been
previously carried as confirmed, and the 31st NVA Regiment which has Just
been identified as possible. III MAF and MACV only consider confirmed and
probeble units when estimating enemy capebility, therefore those capabilities
have not been changed by the possible existence of the 31st NVA Regiment,

*¥%Inoludes 2 Transportation Battalions, 1 Weapons Battalion and 1 AA

Battalion, w

9
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TV, PORSOWVET AND AN ITMISTRATION I : II

ay  STRANCTH,  The average menthly etrevith of 777 F dropped frem 58,815
to 52,7127 nrIng May., Th: deercass occurred Yvcavce 1711 VAN no lonszer reports
clecnglhe of NSA and 30th CICR, now under adicdnistbrotive rozorting of CONILVIORY,

PaliLil VITY

o g

OISTCHS FILISTD

, g sy UsECT T OsN
HQ TIT MAY 92 7 i R
HS Co 1 0 it 1

J1T Yarine Arvhilions forcs

3201 295 7,281 2,035

B, CASUALTIES, TIT MAF Casuvallice arc chows in Table 1X,

B ]

TATE TX

L S T

L patile

XIA WIA oY HIA
USMC USN  USMC USH USC USN.  USKC USN
T 75 T3 T3 TI370 T 079

2. HNon-Pattle

- y——

DEATHS INJ/ILL
USMC  USN USHC USN
13 I inn -1

C, SHIFT OF COMMAND (LESS OPCON) BRTWEEN FIRST AND THIRD MARDIV UNTTS
TOCATED IN RUN

1, CG FM'PAC message 100017Z May 66 (C) dirscted that effective 25
May all Divisional unite in RVN, with the exception of the First and Third
Service Battalions, would be returned to the Command (less OPGON) of their
parent Division, Operatiomal control in all cases would be as esteblished
by the Cormunding General, III Marine Amphibious Force,

2. A conferencoe was held on 16 Yay at III MAF Headquarters with re-
presentation from Headquarters, III Marine Amphibious Force, First ¥arine
Division, Third Marine Division, FMFPAC/I MAC (fwd), Force Loglstic Command,
And Headquartaers, Fleot Marine Force Pacific te discuss and formulate plans
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,__...-_”-and_procedures to accomplish efficiently the administrative trol. sRLeA T

3 On 2% luy the following units shifted ADCCN from tThird Marine
Divsion to First Marine Division:

18t Battalion, 1st Marines

2d Battalion, 1si Marines

Battery B, 1st Battalion, 11th Marines

Platoon, Company A, 18t Recon Battalion

Platoon, Company A, 1st Motor Transport Battalion
Platoon (Rein), Company A, 1st Engineer Battalion
Shore Party Team, Company A, 18t Shore Party Battalion

D.  OFFICERS AUGHMENTATION (TAD BASIS) 10 1I1 MAF HEADQUARTERS

1¢« During the visit of the Commanding General, l"leet Marine Force
Pacific to this Head uvariers on 12-15 May, the shortage of officer personnel
in the IIT MATF Headquarters Staff was discussed and the problors invelved
vore presentcd. The Comwaending General, FMFPAC, indicated that ine pro-
poscd /0 revision to 111 MAF Headquarters submitted in March 1966 was
the monitoring document used by that Headquarters for ordering personnel
to 11T MAF Headsuarters, The proposed T/O revision inoreases ihe officer
strength from 133 to 159, Iuring May, the officer shortage was approximately
58 apainst the requirements proposed. Headquarter: FMFPAC indicated that
measures had been teken to ensure an acceleration in officer input.

2. As an interim measure to provide officer personnel assistance
to tue 111 MAFW Staff, 1% officers from FMFPAC Headquarters and Subordinate
Comands arrive on 2% Hay for a period of 30 days TAD, fThe augmentation
vas comprised of 1 Colonel, 3 Lt Colonels, B Majors and 1 Captain. ‘The
Officers were assigned to the (-1, G-2, G-3, and G-4 Sections of IIXI MAF
Headquarters.

E. CHADPLAIN

1+ With the designation of Force Logistic Command as a Major
Command, Chaplains VWood and Stewart were transferred from Third Marine
Division to Force Logistic Comnand, The Force Chaplain has been assigned
as Religious Advisor to FLC and is funotioning in the religious program
of that Command pending the permanent assighment of a full Chaplain comple-
ment.

2+ Chapcl construction in III MAF oontinues at a steady pace. As
of 5 lay a total of 43 Chapels are in use. 0f these, 5 are designated as
permancnt Chapels, 5 are of native construction, 13 are modified contonment
gstructures. fThe remaining 20 chupels are intended for dual use spaces.
An additi.nal 5 Chapels are now under construction and 7 are in the planning
stages., ‘ e et

1}
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3, 4 level of 400 Divine Services per week has now been reached.
& continuing efrort to irorease the number of services oifered is being
made, with an cmplasis on week-day services. Several Battalion Chaplains
have inauguratcd the practice of staying over-night with deployed companies.
A Divine Service is conducted after evening meal when day patrols have
returned and prior to departure of nigltpatrolz,

4, 'The outstunding event of the month wus the observance of
Memorial De,. A single Memorial Service was held in each TAUR. All units
were represented and the colors massed for the firing of the volleys and
the sounding of taps. Reports from all TAOR's indicate’ that a dignified
and meaningful tribute to those lost in action rc¢rulted,

F, SPECTAL SERVICES

1, FPilm BExchange, The movie film exchange was physioally moved
from the Danang USO facility to the III MAF Headquarters Compound.

2. Shows
(a) The "Big Tiry little Show" performed in the ICY'% from
6 May throngh 11 iay. There vere approximately 4,000 service men tiat
observed the perforance,

(v) "The RUK Marine Swing Band preeented cntertainment in the
1Cvs from 23 may through 26 May for a total of 21 performances.

(¢) Don Mefore vieited units in the area during (5 und 26 May.

(d) Frank Sutton arcived in Danang on 31 May for a nine day
visi{ to units in the area, '

5+ R&H Program

(a) There were no significant problem areas in the K&R program
during the month of May. Saigon R&R ocontinued olosed. i

(b) R&R totals were as set forth in Table X.

TABLE X
Bangkok 726 ‘
Hong Kong 433
Paipei 43%9
Tokyo 797
Manila 185
Singapore 107
Okinawa 1,131

TOTAL 3,818

15
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1, New US0 facility locnied in new Reoreation Areu upened 5 May
on austere basis, Ice cream and soft drinks were provided. Continued
improvements in facility and services were effeoted during the month.

2. USO facility in Danang oity was - 'omened for servicus on 8 May
afte. being closed due to previous oivil unrest in the city. This facility
was again closed on 16 Muy for remaining period of month due to re-occurrence
of oivil unrest.

He RN _CROUS CHIE: CLURMOBILE

1, The Red Cross Center operated daily from 0900-1600 exocept,
16 May, when staff 1estricted to living quarters in Danang due to civil
unrest. The center-clubmobile staff varied between nine and seven members,

2. Clubmobile runs continued as scheduled, FEach scheduled military
unit was visited on a weekly basis,

T. EFFECTS O G-1 MACTHRS DUER TO POLITICAL UNRAST IN THE _AREA

1+ On 14 Mar oondition Yellow wae set in the Danang complex due
to politicul uvnrert. This condition created certain problems -elated to
G-1 matters, Libertly ontinued to be suspended in the entire 1¢14., China
Beach was cioused from 14 llay through 24 May. R&R program continued,
hnwever, *the only proLlem encountered was the movement of personnel from
dowrtown Dunarg ond Danang iast to the airfield. Red Cross Girls vacated
quartecss in downiuwn Dlunang on 17 May and maved into the Red Cross Quonset
located in new recreation area., They moved back into quarters on 22 May.

2., The exchange retail operations in Main Exohange lanshg was
closed during period 1% through 2% May. Lxohange Depot operations during
same period was linitcd to pick up of health and cumfort items und beverages
to field exchanges. Rigid security measure were enforced in the perimeter
of the Exchange complex,

3, Civilion employee absenteeism in the area varied daily through-
out the period of civil unrest., Absenteeism among civilian workems within
I1II MAF units was approximately 50% during period 15 through 235 May.
Thereafter for the month absenteeism was normal,

16
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V. 10GISTICS
A, QOENERAL,

(1) 0ivil strife in the Danang area again affected logistio operations,
but to a lesser degres than in the month of April. Oargo movement and ecivilian
support were curtailed from 15 to 23 May, and the main supply route through the
city of Danang was closed during thds same period.

(2) Puel storage capaoity at Col Co Fuel Famm was extended to include
all four products with the addition of 60,000 gallons each of MoGas and Diesel

on 25 Hlyo .

(3) Major General Carl A. YOUNGDALE visited III MAF during Msy, heading
a Logistic Study Group from Headquarters, U, 8. Marine Corps.

(L) At the request of COMUSMACV, III MAF undertook a study of housing
available in ICTZ for non-oombatents who might be displaced due to oivil strife
or tactical emergency. ,

B. ENOINEER,

(1) Political unrest in the Danang srea continued to have a limited effeot
on 7th Enginesr Battalion operations during May. Movement of cantorment material
from Eest to West Danang wap ocurteiled, Approximately 50 men wers diverted from
routine projects to be assigned to assist RMK 4n soil cementing the new psrallel
rumsiey for the Danang Air Base during the last two weeks of the month, Raploy-
ment of Marines on this high priority project was necessitated by oomtinued absence
of the local labor foroe, Marines were sscured from this projeot on 31 May after
oompleting approximately 476,300 sq. ft. of the runvay (about 30%).

(2) Construotion was commenced on the Brig - NP Bn - Dog Kennel ares in
Denang, Tids project oalls for thirty-five strongbaoks, three 20xl0 frame
buildings, & 500 man modified galley and two 4O dog kennels, Also ocommenoed
during the month were five 2-lane timber trestle, olass 60 bridges on Route U4
in the Danang area, The lengths and looations of these bridges are as follows:
ig g m gi_;.;ﬂ;(;; 8 £t (AT 9307L5);. 32 £t (AT 9267UL); 15 £t (AT $177041) and

(3) A detailed road reconnsissance was condusted of National Route
#1 from Olm Lai to Fim Bal, This was accomplished in two inoraments, by
an engineer route reconnaissance party accompanied by a reinforced infantry
platoon securdty element in each case, Returning from Chu Lsi to Danang
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the lead vehicle of the security element was damaged by an exploding mine
Just south of the Danang TAOR, injuring 2 members of the security element,
No other inoidente were reported.

(4) A 7th Engineer Battalion survey team, in conjunction with
representatives from the lst Marine Aircoraft Wing, conducted a reconnais-
sance of 12 short airfields throughout I Corps Tactical Zone, vis €=130
aircraft and helicopter. The purpose of this survey was to up-date data
on existing facilities and to make estimates of engineer effort required
for improvement and extension of runways to provide for utilization by
C-130 aircraft.

(5) On 24 May an inspection was made of the An Hoa runway Southwest
of Danang to determine the extent of damage which may have resulted from
extensive use by C-123 siroraft, No serious degradation was found and
necessary repairs are being made by the RVN maintenance force, which has
an adequate engineer capability to maintain the strip in usable condition,

(6) The advance party of the 9th Engineer Battalion arrived at
Chm Lai, L5 men of & 75 man detachment of the 7th Engineers working
on 1st Marine Division cantorment at Chm Lai returned to Danang, The
first week in June, "C" Company of the 7th Engineer Battalion detached
from the 3rd Marine Division and reverted to parent umit control for
the first time since 1958, - |

(7) Engineers continued providing plumbing essistance, equipment
and equipment operators at the new III MAF OP; however, in spite of the
augmentation by militery personnel, the civil strife and the political
unrest involving the indigenous labor force caused the additional slippage ....l..
of the BOD to approximately 15 dJune. '

\

(B) Because of projected increases in external road responsibility,
the 7th Engineer Battalion was relieved of road work in the new FLSG Alphe
area at Red Beach by MCB~l. Subsequently, the Tth Engineer Battalion re- -
lieved the 3rd Marine Division engineers of responsibility for maintenance
and mine clegrance of approximately 10 miles of roads, The 7th Engineers
are now responsivle for more than S0 miles of roads throughout the Danang
arela. : :

T A N b s

C. SUPPLY SR

(1) An interim garrison property acoount has been esteblished by
III MAF; the Porce logistic Command is in process of establishing a permanent

account,

18
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(2) Red Ball for the month of May shows & sharp increase in the
mmber of items added to Red Ball, The majority of items added were in

the electronios category. A recap of Red Ball during the month of May
follows:

Total 1ine items on Red Ball 1 May 1966 184
Totel 1ine items added during May ’ 317
Total line items deletsd during May - 136

Total line items on Red Ball 31 May 1966 . 368
D. MMBARKATION & PORT OPERATION. '

(1) Three major Marine units arrived in Vietnam during the month:
BLT 1/5 debarked from the SLF at Chu Lai during the period 6-8 May and was
aseigned to the 1lst Marine Divieion; RIT«5 Headquarters arrived at Chm Iai
from Okinawa on 27 May; and the lst MP Battalion arrived at Danang on the
USNS UPSHUR (TAP 198) and commenced debarkation on 31 May.

(2) “Pirsts" accomplished during the month included the 1ift of the
first retrograde vehicles under the R&E program for PWD, Yokosuka, and the
movement of the reefer barge YFRN 997 from Danang to Chu Lai,

(3) The Alaska Barge PEYAKA commensced operations on the Danang/Phm
Bai shmuttle and made five round trips. The barge also made two lifts of
RMK cement from Dansng to Chu Lai,

(4) During Mey, 20 US Navy ships and 3l MSTS ships debarked/eme
barked cargoes at Danang. 28 LST!s moored at Chu Lai and 7 heavy USS ships
debarked, The Danang total cargo throughput was 72,019 S/T and 113,910
M/T." Daily average was 2,323 8/T and 3,675 M/, Chu Lai handled 29,992 S/T
and 34,273 M/T for a daily average of 967 8/ and 1,106 M/T. 5,817 S/T or
15,275 M/T were shipped to Phu Bai, '

\

E. FISCAL,

(1) Fleet Marine Force, Pacific provided 3d Force Service Regiment
with appraximetely $17 million additional funding in BP 11 for support of
WestPao forces. 'In this amount are two III MAF projects: $500,00 for
T/E deficiencies, and $6L0,000 for mesehall and galley equipment.

(2) The IIT MAF Comptroller and assistent attended & NAVFORV confer-
ence in Salgon, also attended by the Fiscal Officer, NSA Saigon; Fiscal
0fficer, NSA Danang; Nelj NAVFORV; and 30th NCR. The purpose was to study
and reconmend to the MACV Comptrollers ' ‘
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(a) Particulars as to the establishment of both III MAF
and NAVFORV a# AIK account holders.

(b) The transfer of NSA Danang and 30th NCR as III MAF sub-
accounts to NAVFORV,

(c) The concomitant transfer of IIT MAF AIK funds.
F. ORDNANCE,

(1) The retrograde movement of IVT!s to CONUS for rebuild was
expedited, and replacements were ellocated to the 1st and 3rd Marine
Divigions,

(2) During the civil disturbancss emergency loans of Class V supplies
to Coast Ouard end MARKET TIME forces were approved; arrangements were made
for helicopter resupply of these units when road travel was restricted.

(3) Arrangements were made through the Force Supply Officer to
borrow five M 16 Rifles for use by the lat Marine Division on epscial
operations with Army units armed with this weapon, They were obtained
on temporary loan from the U. S. Alr Force in Danang.

G. DENTAL, The office of Force Dental Officer, I1II MAF, established
by a 27 March revision of T/0 mi93l, reached its full complement of two
officers and one enlisted during May. In addition to providing the Gommanding
General with information and recommendations pertaining to dentsl support
of III MAF, this section performs advisory, planning, supervisory anmd
coordinating functions for ths Dental Oivil AffairsProgram in ICTZ.

, -
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VI, COMMUNIGATIONS m

A, A slight decrease in total message traffic through the III Marine
Amphibious Force Communication Center was noted during May, Traffiec
totals follows

AFRIL MAY - ‘DmREA‘SE
Incoming 27,247 28,808
Outgoing . 26,1403 23,762
Total 53,650 52,570 1,080

B. A detachment of the USAF lst Mobile Commnication Group which ar-
rived during April installed a 12 channel (AN/MRC=61) radio relay cirouit
between III Marine Amphibious Foroe Gommunication Center and Danang Gontrol.
This cirouit was aotivated to provide services previously provided by the
Ok Cable which is out of service for repair and renovation,

0. A detactment of the USAF 1st Mobile Communication Group arrived
during May to establish a 2l channel (AN/MRC=80) teopospheric scatter
radio system. This system will be used by III Marine Amphibious Force
unit to supplement communications between Danang and Hue=Pm Bai,
Aotivation of the cirouit is planned for June, This system is an interim
moasure until arrival of organic assets (AN/TRO=97),

3
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A. Objectives, The basic objectives of the III MAF Civic Aotion program
remains the samé, during the month of May, Particular emphasis was placed
on improving the educational opportunities of the Viétnamese people through
school construction and vocational training programs.

B, Joint Coordinating Council. In spite of the political unrest existing
1n DaneTig CTE T0vThg Moo, Th Touncil vas able to mest and funotion as an
organization four times, Of primary interest to the council throughout the
month was the overall problems of efficient and effective port operations.
Port operations were hampered by a large backlog of supplies, created by the
April political unrest , that were awaiting unloading and a general shortage
of laborers and truckers to perform necessary work in the port facilities,

C. Joint Coordinating Council Committees, Three committess of the council
met during the month.

1. Public Health Committes, Preparation is underway to conduct dental
instruction during the fall term at University of Hue msdical school, The
instruotion, to start 1 September 1966, will consist or a minimm of two
hours lecture each week with frequent lengthy field trips including practiocal

_training. Action is being taken by Ministry of Health (GVN) and all cognizant
‘authorities to raise ithe minimum wage of all health workers to $§2500VN with
possibility of additional benefits, Low minimum wages throughout the years
have forced trained or qualified personnsl away from a Public Health pro-
fession to other professions paying higher wages. Low wages wers also report-
ed as hindering the pilot malaria control program by being totally inadequate
to hire sufficient day laborers to carry out the required anti-malaria measures,
Food supplements are being planned as an added inducement to those hired to
work in this progrem,

2, Commodities Distribution. All sgencies reprasented on this committes
reported that they were expecting to receive an increase in oommodities in the
future, Storage problems were not anticipated, The representative of the QVN :
Ministry” of Social Welfare presented a proposal for distribution of the gift " ...
rice recently received from West Germany. The committse agreed to the plan
- and implementation will bs affected upon receipt of approval from Saigon,

3, Port Committes, A special mesting was celled in an effort to solve
existing port problems. The Union Leader outlined the four major problem

areas as follows:

za Need for better facilities for workers [
b) Need for better warshouses, pier space and mors port equipment ro<j ||
(¢) Need for ranovation of existing port complex \ e IR
(4) Need for higher wages \ oo

Discussions were held on the above poimts and results were encouraging,
Successful negotiations will bs effected however, becauss control of the port
ie divided between the Mayor of Danang and ths GVN Port Director

& -—
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D. Medical Assistance., Sixty nine MEDCAP teams opsratsd in 173 loca-
tions during May and provided 67,913 medical/dentsl treatmonte to 58,651

Vietnamese civilians, This represents an increase of 278 civilian contacted as ?
compared with April, N e o

Distribution of treatments was as follows:

Miscellanecus ajlments - 224,10
Disease of Skin | 18,95
Upper Respiratory infection 15,15
Stomach Ache : 11.05
Injuries 10,70
Headache 8.70
Dental 6,146
Diarrhea L.61
Fevers - 2,19

Veneral Disease ' O;O%

The number of treatments by TAOR were:
Danang Lo,106

Ohu Lai , 21,304
Pm Bsi : 6,503

E. Political Unrest., During May, the population centers of ICTZ and Danang
in particular, experisnced a renswal of April's politicsl unrest, The poliy
tical unrest started on 15 May with a renewed QVN astruggle force confrontation.
The renewed struggle had a very definite effect on the III MAF Civio Action Pro-
gram in the TAOR, Restrictioms were placed on travel in urban Danang which ef-
footively cut off CARE, CRS, and USAID as a source of commodities resupply. e
IIT MAF had sufficient commodities on hand to continue civic action programs i.q
the rural areas for a limjted time, USAID was unable to deliver commodities ' €7 7%
from the provincial capital (Hoi An) to villages/hamlets of the province, By '
29 May, however, the political unrest had eased sufficiantly to allow limited
vehicular traffic in the oity of Danang and a general return to normal Civio
Actlon Programs, Medical treatments which had shown a marked decrease during - .
the unrest were returning to a pre-unrest level, At the close of the month, .
Civic Action activities in the III MAF TAOR's had returmed to normal, CARE, CORS :. =i
and USAID were in operation and all had adeguats commodities on hand to support ©::':
the III MAF Civic Action Program, S ;

F. cgro Program, During May, CARE provided 1000 pounds of rice for support —— - - <=
of III ¢ Action Programs,

G. IIT MAF Fducation Program, DURING May several school construction and
expansion projects were started throughout the IIT MAF TAOR's. This work
is being done as part of the III MAF educationsal program., The vocational
training school being sponsored by NavSupAct, Danang, neared reality as it

was acheduled for a 1 June opening. m
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VIII, PSYCHOLOGICAL QPERATIONS m

A, Political situation in I Corps

1. The ineffectiveness of the 3d Psywar Bn (ARVN) reported last month
contimed through this month even though ths members of the battalion re-
turned to duty. Measures are being taken to completely rsorganize the bat-
talion staff in order to improve its effectiveness,

2, Vietnamese propagandists were again generally unavailable to work
with the Audio/Visual Psywar Teams and little or no printing was accomplished
by ths ARVN members, Indications favor the establishment of new active
Cultural Drama Teams, presently some Bn members are in training,  During
June thers should be marked improvement in 3d Psywar Bn activities,

3. The I Corps political situation in general remains oritical althoush
at times it has quieted down oconsiderably, The situation greatly affects the
returnee rate in I Corps. Seventy ralliers were reported, an inoreass over
last month which may indicate a trend, -

B, Tactical Operations

1, Approximately 1,500,000 leaflets were distributed over I Corps thias
month, Paywar support was used in operations Morgan, Mobile, Montgomery, amd
Cherokee, General themes expressed US intentions to remain in new arsa
and indicated inevitable defeat of VC, Friendship of U.S, and Vietnamese
people was emphasizsd snd several leaflets were dropped with regsrd to mines
and booby traps, offering rewards for information on their locations,

2, Magazines and films wers used in several arsas to entertain and
educate the recple es to the pressnce of the U.S. in Vietnam and the value
of the present VN government and soms of the many goverment projects being
undertaken, The County Fair operations are a continmed success and have shown
good resulis. Plans to continue this type of operation have been made,

C. Chieu Hoi Program

l. FPlans to step up the Chieu Holi program ars being made and new cen-
teras are being built al present to increass the handling capability and add
to the effectiveness of bhe program. Difficulties have bsen encountered with
ths Chieu Hoi Chiefs in certain areas and adjustments are being made accor-
dingly to replace the ineffective psreonnel,

2, Loudspeaker broadcasts using tapes made by returnees have proved
effactive and every opportunity to use the returnee in person to psrson si-
tuations with villagers is being attempted as soon as the returnees are re-
coverad, Extensive use of the Sth Air Commando U-10 aircraft has been uti-
lized for this type of mission,

2l
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| a 2, In Quang Ngai, cadra previously from Mo Duc District were assigned

to work in 7 cleared hamlets in Binh Son Distriot within the USMC TAOR., In ad-
dition, 3 hamlets in Mo Duc were reoccupied and have cadre working, This repre-
sonts a net incresse of 10 hamlets undergoing securing in Quang Ngai, which is a
significant improvement in {his province,

, 3. The continuing crisis in Hue curtailed any improvement in the Revo-
lutionary Development Program in the llth DTA,

EQ Psyops CA»

1, During the first half of May psywar showsd progress ia recovering
from political instability in April., After the political crisia of 15 May psy-
war virtually stopped in the 1llth DTA and Quang Nam Sector, Only minor adverss
effecte were noted in the 12th DTA,

2, lLeaflets dropped in May increased to 12,7 million primarily due to
US advisory psrsonnel and Psyopt& CO, They wore primarily tho Chieu Hoi type,
There was also a 20% incrsase in Quy-Chanhs for a total of 77.

F. Personnel,

1, ARVN morale was consideratly affected by the recent series of poli-
tical events commencing 15 May through the present period, In particular movale
was low among ARVN troops in the lst Infantry Division and in Quang Nam, At the
outast of the Strusgle Foroes effort there was a division of loyalty among imdi-
vidual soldiers and some ARVN unite or portions thersof, jJoined ths Struggls move-
ment, Thie eondition was gradually alleviated by the stabilization of the
political situation and most of the soldiers rejoimed their units,

2, Another factor which influenced morale has basen a shortage of rice
in ARVN military commissaries. Troops purchased rice on the opsn market at
prices far excaeding those in ARVN commissaries, Rice is available fory the
commissary and as scon as transportation becomes availsble this situation will
be alleviated,

G. Regiomal Force/Popular Force.

1, Comparison of RF/PF personnel losses versus VC losses during My
ehowed o favorable ratio of 56 RF/PF KIA to 96 VC KIA, RF/FF also suffered 88
WIA end 6 MIA, Three VG were captured, Weapons and equipment losses were um=-
favorable, Ths RF/PF lost 25 assorted individual weapons, 1 60mm mortar, 2 ,30
cal machine guns, 2 BAR's and 5 AN/PRC-10 radios, as compared to 22 assorted
individual weapons und 2 fleme throwers captured,

2, Normal training continued at the training centere exocept for NCO
course L-66 at Hoa Cam, This course was disrupted wicn £0 members partici-
pated with the Struggle Forces in the political turmoil, Of ths 11l members
of the olass, 43 failed to return to duty. The remainder resumed tv
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IX, COMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU e “

A. . Background. Demonstretiorsand ocivil strife in the Danang and Hue/
Phu Bai area %perod the CIB in escorting civilian news media in the field,
During May, only 187 escorted visits were accomplished by the CIB. These
trips covered operations, civic action,and various other subjects of interest
to the press. The Press Center, now under full operational and administra-
tive control of CG III MAF, hosted the largest influx of newsmen during the
period 15-23 May., Sixty newsmen, an overflow capacity, were billeted and
fed with Marine personnel normally engaged in field operations, each day
taking over duties normally performed by Vietnamese civilians employed at
the Press Center who were unable to come to work.

B. Transportation., Escorted visits to the field of news media representatives
represented a probiem during the month of May because of lack of vehicles, Of the
three M-38's assigned to CIB, one has been turned in for survey, one has been dead-
1lined more than two thirds of the month and only one has been available for con-
tinuous use, This vehicle, along with the assigned stationwagon, averaged more
than 12 hours a day in spite of a slight decline of news media representatives
to the field.

G, Photogragmm. The Photo Section forwarded a totel of 23,600 feet of
motion picture during the month of May. This included film exposed by

all photographic units within the III MAF, LOZ of the coverage was operational,
32% was Civic Action, The balance included film exposed on & technical film
report on Mines and Booby Traps and VIP coverage, Of significant interest

was £ilm shot on the An Hoa Industrial complex, the Joint Coordinating Couneil,
Operations Wyoming, Montgomery, Wayne, Morgan, Cherokee, Virginia and Georgia.

D. Radio/TV. During the month of May, the Radio Section released a total
of 70 releases. These included sound tapes for two filme shot by the phote
section, Mine warfare and Booby trap schocl and the Chaplain story. Also
included in these releases were six five minute shows %o AFRTS, Saigon entitled
“THE OLD GUNNY", These shows are aired on a weekly basis by AFRTS, each Sunday.

E. Escort, Of the 187 sscorted media to Marine units, L1 were devoted to
coverage of olvic action ranging from the An Hoa Industrial District, Operations
Sam Pan and County Fairs, These covered by the wire services and CBS., KNKT-TV
Hollywood (CBS) shot extensive coverage of various civic action programs. Of
more than 70 media total represented at the Press Center, LO foreign media were
represented during May, Notable media representatives who visited during the
month were: Neil Sheehan, Peter Brasstrup, Raymond Apple, New York Times; Robert
Shapan, N. Y, Magazines Francis Sully, Bill Cook, Newsweek; Frank Latourette, KNXT-
TV Hollywood; Ricdhard Critchfield, Crosby Noyes, Washington Star; Joe Brown,

Copley News Service; Leon Daniels, UPI; Robert Ohman, AP; Ronald Nessen, Dean Brelis,
David Burrington, NCB; Carl Sorensen, Murray Fromson, Erick Sevareid, CBS; _
William McWhirter, Karsten Prager, Time-Life News service; Lyle Nelson, Honolulu
Star Bulletinj Jim Lucas, Scrinps-Howard; Anthony Lawrence, BBC; Timothy Bowden,
Australien Broadcasting Commission; Alain Raymond, Agenoy France FPress; Charles
Troeller, Stern Magazine (Germany); Michael Neal, Jonathan Fenby, Reuters; Alain
Taieb, Paris Match; Jack O!Grady, Charles Klensch, Robert Lukeman, ABCj; Stam

Karnow, Weshington Post; Earl Guiney, Isralie Press; Ruben Salazar, lLos Angeles
Times; Donald Dedera, Arizona Republic; Warren Bosworth, Dallas Times Herald; Tom

Flynn, Oakland Tribune; Richard Dudman, St. Louis Post Dispatch and Sok Lee
Daong-A-Ilbo, Korea. M
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F. Press Releases, The Press Section processed and distributed 231 news
releases during May. Of these, 35 concerned oivic action, The balance covered
straight news, feature and operational material, In addition L,150 releases
were forwarded to the Fleet Home Town News Center,

G. Press Center, A total of 125 reporters and VIP guests checked in at
the Press Center during the month of May.

X, I CORPS (RVNAF),

A. General., Although the number of ARVN operations and VC initiated
incidents approximated that of last month, the overall counterinsurgency effort
wag dispupted by the political orisis in the 11th DTA and Quang Nam Sector,

The political unrest during the first part of May and explosive situation in
Danang and Hue in the latter part of May had an adverse effect on the Revolu=-
tionary Development Program, RF/PF activities, logistical support, and Engineer
activities,

B. Current Operations,

1, I Corps conducted LO Battalion or larger size unit operations during
the month as compsred to 37 last month, There were 7 combined and 5 airmobile
opsrations included in the above figures., Contact was made with the Viet Cong
in 22 of these operations as compared to 19 lsst month. Friendly combat losses
were 132 KIA and 256 WIA as compared to 224 KIA and Li3 WIA last month. Enemy
losses were 397 KIA, L5 KBA, and 77 VCC as compared with 397 KIA and 102 VCC im
April, There were 35 returnees in May, an increase of four from last month,

The weapons figures were 132 captured and 69 lost as compared to 213 captured
and 115 lost last month,

2, Three significant operations $ook place im the I OTZ during the re-
porting period: : -

(8) Operation Quyet Thang LUS commenced 17 May in an area 20 Kilo-
meters south of Quang Ngai City. The 2d Battalion, 5Sth Regiment; 3d Batéalionm,
Sth Regiment; and lst APC Troop, Lth Armored Cavalry Squadron were the uaits
committed, VC losses were 32 KIA while friendly casuslties were 2 killed and 8
wounded, '

T SVl AN e R
Felols g AR LA

- (b) On 22 May, Dong Ha ki, a 24 Regiment controlled search and des-
troy operation, commenced 8 kilometers north of Dong Ha, At 0930 hours the 2d
Battalion located a company of Viet Cong in a village and lauriched an attack
which resulted in 35 VC KIA and 3 VCC, Friendly losses were 7 KIA, B5ix sub-
machine guns, 1 pistol, 3 K-lLL's, 1 M-l rifls, L K-50's, 5 French BAR's, and 2
Mausers were captured, 8

(o) A highly successful small unit night engagement ococurred ap-
proximately ( kilometsrs southwest of Tam Ky airfield in Quang Timn Province on
the night of <y-30 May, Villagers who had been forced to bury VC dead sustained
in the Tam Ky airfield raid on 23 May were released on 29 May and reported the
VG location to the commander of the 3d Battalion, 6th Regiment, At 300100 hours

a raid was oonducted, The Viet Comg were taken by surprise and susta o8
s
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casualties, As the VC withdrew, the ARVN troops withdrew to their original po-
sitionz and waited for the Viet Cong to return to recover their dead and
wounded, Once again the VC were attacked and they sustained additional casuval-
ties. Results of the operation were an estimated 100 VC KIA/WIA, Fifty-sevea
weanons and 1 radio were captured, ARVN losaes were 2 MIA, :

C. VC Activities,

1, During the month of May VC initiated incidents ccntinued to remain
at a relatively low level with a total of 225 as compared to 263 last month,

2, In the 11th DTA there were two significent VC attacks, Both occur-
red on 19 May, A% 0245 hours Gio Linh Outpost (YD 220740) received 150 rounds
of 81mm mortar fire which was followed by a ground asssult by an estimated VC
battalion, Although the VC momantarily penetrated the outpost, they falled to
overrun it, Friendly casualties were KIA (1 US) and 5S4 WIA, Enemy losses
wers 7 KIA and 10 weapons captured, at 0310 hours, Con Thisa Cutpost (YD 115
700) wae also hit by mortar fire and assaulted by an estimated VC company, ARVN
losses were 20 KIA and 12 WIA., VC losses were 20 KIA and 5 weaponrs captured,

3. The most significant enemy movement during the month was the dis-
placement of the 21st NVA Regiment from Quang Ngai to Quang Tin, The lst VO
Regiment remained in Quang Ngai Province.

L. Political unrest again dominated the scene in the I CTZ. The first
half of May was marked with a continued fseling of political uneasiness, but
quiet prevailed. After the arrival of goverament troops in Danang on the mor-
ning of 15 May there were numerous clashes and fivefights as the Struggle Forces
attacked govermment forces. Subsequent actions included iatroduction of APC's
and tanks, plus the use of air strikes to brimg about the surrender of Struggle
Forces im Demang, Comtrol of Quang Nam Sector/Danang was re-established on
23 May and the situation stabilized., Demonstrations irn Hue continued and were
marked by burning of USIS Library on 26 May, Conditions in Hue remained explo-
sive at the end of the reporting period, »

S. VC im the I CTZ are capable of condueting a multi-battaiion attack
throughout the Gorps area at a time and place of their choosing,

D. Revolutionary Development,

1, Progress in the National Priority Area was slight during the month
of May, The crisis in Danang resulted in the temporary withdrawal of many
ssourity forces which caused evacuation of the area by the cadre, Both cadre
and the majority of security forces, however, returned toward the end of May.
The security force was augmented by ome USMC battalion, Quang Nam Special Sec-
tor was replaced by a regular province and sectoy organization at the end of
the month, These new organizations f£ix responsibility more clearly and should
enhance the Revolutiomary Devalopment Program. Many personnel shanges have been
made whioh will accelerate the program, .
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3, During the month 33 PF platoons totalling 1,21k men completed MIP
training, The e'mmlative total of MJP trained PF coldiers in I CTZ is L,686,

MTP training came to a helt in Quang Nem sector due to Political crisis, but
continved in the other sectors of T CTZ,

L. The RF refresher training progrem continued to run behind schedule
and no RF companies reported for training during the month,

5. Approximately 17,500 pounds of foodstuffs were distributed during
the month to widows and dependents of deceased RF/PF soldiers im ICTZ, Direce
tivoe were scnt to the ficld encouraging the expansion of the rshatilitation
centers to include developing trades and skills for which tool kits are avail=-
able,

H, loglstics,
1, The political erisis caused resupply operations to cease during the
poriod 15 May to 2l May. Limited air resupply of sslected items, howcver, began
2l; May and continued through the end of the month,

2, No convoys or railroad operations were conducted from 15 May to 31
May. Consequently, all classes of supplies with the exception of Class V became
low in the I CTZ outside of Danang area,

3. A significant amount of ordnance equiprent was lost or damaged dur-
ing the politicsl crisis, Actual losses have not been verified,

I, Eng_inaero

1. VC gctivity amainst roads snd bridges incrsased during the month to
20 incidente and c:ntinued to cause interruptions in I Corps movement capability,
The politicel umrest 4n the I Corps area precluded rapid repair of damaged struce
tures, IHghway 1 wes trafficsble from the DMZ to Quang Npai 60% of the month,
The reilroad line betwecen Danamy end iHue was open 50% of the month, The polie
tical unrest in the I CTZ stopped progress on all current projects except emer-
gency road repairs during this reporting period,

2, A lack of ade;uate road maintenance funds assigned to Public Werks
District Ingineer resulted in continued deterioration of the national highway
road net, Correspondence outlining the problem has been forwarded through ARVN,
US military, USAID, and Public ilorks channols with no effect to date,

3. The 103d and 104th Engineer Battalions were activated in June and
September 1965 respectively, To date the 103d Engineer Battalion has received
only L4OF of ite suthorized dozers and 20f of its authorized dump trucks. Lack
of dump trucks, dozers, cranes, and air compressors in the 104th Engineer Bat~
talion also advérsely effected the Corps Engincer's construction capability,
Inguiries as to date of receipt of equipment have been forwarded through ARVN

and US channels without positive rcsults, - .
2 (10 SSIT
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L. The ARVN engineer and ordnance maintenance programs of the 10th
Engineor Group are barsly satisfactory. A ocritical shortage of trained mechanics
and maintenance personnel, as well as a lack of command interest in the program
continues, FEquipment was constantly abused by misuse and lack of unit mainte-
nance, The back up maintenance programs continued to be ineffective and pro-
vided little assistancae to the supported units. In an effort to improve the

engineer and ordnance unit maintenance programs US advisors have instituted a
maintenance instruction nrogram,
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PART THREE
CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

Operation VIRGINIA Terminated
Operation CHEROKIE Initiated
Operation CHEROKEE Terminated
County Falr conducted
Opsration MONTGOMIRY Initisted
Operation GHORGIA Terminated
Operation WAYNE Initisted

lst Battalion Sth Marines Contact
Operation WAYNE Terminated
Operation MONTGOMERY Tormim"tod
Operation YUMA Initiated
Operation YUMA Terminated
Operation MORGAN Initiated

Opsration MORGAN Terminated

Operation CHEYENNE Initiated and Terminated

Operation ATHENS Initiated
Opsration MOBILE Initiated
Operation MOBILE Terminated
Oporation RENO Initiated
Operation CHEYENNE II Initiated
Operation CHEYENNE II Terminated

Operatior RENO Contimued

DECLASSIFIED




CHRONOIOGY OF VIP VISITS
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DATE NAME ANK
1May Willism G, WESTMORELAND Gen.
2May R. G, OWENS Jr. BGen.
3-~LMay John A, HEINTGES LtGen,
SMay Shelton E, IOLLIS BGen,
SMay Willism W, MOMYER LtGen,
5-6May A, E, COWAN BGen,
6qu‘ Jackson D, ARNOLD RAdm,
My D, LAMBiRT RAdn,
6May Felix ASHINHURST Mr.
6May R, RAMP Mr,
8-9May Edwin B. HOOPER RAdm,
10May KHANG MGen,
10May Williem K, JONES BGen,
11May John R, DFANE BGen,
12May Harley L. MOORE Jr, BCten,
12-15May Viotor H, KRULAK LtGen,
12May Carroll H. DUNN Mien,
12May John S, IDNAGAY Cong.
12Vay robert P, TFFT Cong.,
13May Howard H, ZATIAMAY Cong,
13May Donald RUMSFILD Cor;g.
1May Thomas D, MORRIS

.
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COMUSMACV
JCS Study Group
Deptuy COMUSMACV

Deputy CG, let loglstic Command

Commander Air Training Command
Dir Joint Ressarsh & Test Act,

Force Materiel Officer,
COMNAVAIRPAC

Commander Training
Command Pac Flt

Director, CARE in RVN

Senior Field Rep. CARE im RVN
COMSERVPAC

Comdt VN Marime Corps

Dir of Combat Opsratioas
Centex

0/S, Field Forces Vietnam
USARV Provost Marshall
CG, FMFPac

MACV Engineer

wilon,

ivmllen,

dwGa,

R=-I11.

Asst, Secrotary of

Dofense (Manpower
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13May
13May
13May
14-31Mey

UMay
2lMay
22May
25May
26May

29May

NAME

James V. EDMUNDSON
Frank A, BARTIMO
Domald H, MC GOVERN
C. A, YOUNGDALE
Barry ZORTHIAN

E, SEVAREID

James SKIDMORE
Robert G. OWENS Jr,
William W, SCRANTON
William R, PEERS
Dwight E, BEACH

John 8, POSTER Jr.
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® saepar

BILLET

USAF

Secretary of Defense Team
MACV J=1

Logistios Study Group
Direator, JUSPAGC

CBS News

President of JCC

JCS Team

Governor, R=Pa,

0SD, SACSA

Commander US Foroes Korea
and 0G, Bth US Arwy

Direotor ef Defense Rasearoh

and Enginmeering
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PART FOUR !
W

REFIRENCFS
3d Marine Division Command Chronology, Mey 1966,
1st Marine Division Command Chronolegy, May 1966,
lst Marim Aircraft Wing Commend Chronology, May 1966.
Forcc Logistic Command Chronology, May 1966,
COMUSMACV 10I (101 3-66) of 30 March 1966 (s).

INCLOSURES
Tth Engineer Battalion (-) Rein Command Chronology May 1966,
9th Metor Transpert Battalion Command Chronolegy May 1966,
5th Communication Battalion Command Chronolegy May 1966.

lst Merine Corps Scout Dog Platoon Monthly Report of Activities for
May 1966,

1st Sentry Dog Platoon Monthly Report of Activities for May 1966.

Headquarters IIT VAF Command Directory May 1966,
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