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Subj: Three Serious Incidents that may have not been report to MACV Hq.
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Subj: Reporting of Serious Incidents
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BGen. HERBOLD Info Gen. GREENE and LtGen. KRULAK from LtGen. WALT

Subj: Training of our Younger Leaders; regard to Serious Incidents
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P 3006081 NOV 66 
rtf! CG III MAl" 
TO CG 1ST [~ARDIV 
CG 1ST ~!AW 
CG .3RD MARDIV 
BT 
UNCU~S E F' 1 0 
PERSONAL FOR tliGEN N!C]O£R::;O['J ~ t1GEN ROBERTSHAW'G AND \\'lGEN KYLE 
FROM LGEN I'/ALI . . 
Jo UNDER SECNAV HAS FORMED A COMMITTEE TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 

TO SECNAV CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT~S POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
FOR AWARDING DECORATIONS AND ~EDALSo. 
20 A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE HAS ASKED FOR MY VIEWS ON 
THE FOLLO~!ING: 
Ac ARE NAVY POLICY AND PROCECURES RELATIVE TO i\\tJ,t\RDS AND 
DEC-ORAT IONS TOO CCNSEfliJA1' IVE OR UNDUL Y REST RI GT XVE ? 
Eo IN CONTRAST 'to i:ZOLICYES or SISTER SERVICES~ DO 
NAVY POLICIES [11ERH i\lCDIFICAIION~~ 
C I> \~HAT DEGREE OF DECENTHALIZiHION IS DESIRABLE IN OUR 
PfiOCEDURES FOR DECOFU\TIO~lS AND AiiJARDS? 

PA GE TWO RU~1NM!i' 2·'540 UNCU~S EfT 0 
Do TO WHAt DEGREE DO DECORATIONS PiND {4WARDS fl.FFEC'lt 
MORALE AND \HLLINGNESS TO MAKE MILITARY SERVICE A CJ~REEF? 1 
Eo ~JOUlD ANY ltBEHAL12ATION OF' NAVY DEPARnfJENT POLIGIES 
BE INTERPRETED AS BREAKING FAITH WITH MILLIONS WHO HAVE 
SERVED UNDER MORE CONSERVATIVE POLICIES IN PAST YEARS? 
30 1 WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS ON THESE QUESTIONS 

TO HELP ME TO MAKE A REPLY THAT WILL BE MOST BENEFICIAL 
TO tHE COMMITTEE AND TO THE \,jARINE CORPS., I HAVE BEEN 
ASKED TO MAKE AN EARLY REPLY, SO I MUST HAVE YOUR VIEWS 
BY 3 DEC 0 REGRET SHORT FUZE ~ 
81 
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TO CG 1ST MARDIV
CG 1ST MAW
CG 3RD MARDIV
BT
UNCLAS E F T 0
PERSONAL FOR MGEN NICKERSON, MGEN ROBERTSHAW , AND MGEN KYLE
FROM LGEN WALT
1. UNDER SECNAV HAS FORMED A COMMITTEE TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS
TO SECNAV CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT'S POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
FOR AWARDING DECORATIONS AND MEDALS.
2. A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE HAS ASKED FOR MY VIEWS ON
THE FOLLOWING:
A. ARE NAVY POLICY AND PROCEDURES RELATIVE TO AWARDS AND
DECORATIONS TOO CONSERVATIVE OR UNDULY RESTRICTIVE ?
B. IN CONTRAST TO POLICIES OF SISTER SERVICES, DO
NAVY POLICIES MERIT MODIFICATION?
C. WHAT DEGREE OF DECENTRALIZATION IS DESIRABLE IN OUR
PROCEDURES FOR DECORATIONS AND AWARDS?

PAGE TWO RUMNMF 2340 UNCLAS E F I 0
D. TO WHAT DEGREE DO DECORATIONS AND AWARDS AFFECT
MORALE AND WILLINGNESS TO MAKE MILITARY SERVICE A CAREER ?
E. WOULD ANY LIBERALIZATION OF NAVY DEPARTMENT POLICIES
BE INTERPRETED AS BREAKING FAITH WITH MILLIONS WHO HAVE
SERVED UNDER MORE CONSERVATIVE POLICIES IN PAST YEARS ?
30 I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS ON THESE QUESTIONS
TO HELP ME TO MAKE A REPLY THAT WILL BE MOST BENEFICIAL
TO THE COMMITTEE AND TO THE MARINE CORPS. I HAVE BEEN
ASKED TO MAKE AN EARLY REPLY, SO I MUST HAVE YOUR VIEWS
BY 3 DEC. REGRET SHORT FUZE.
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EXCLUSIVEF 8002162 NOV 66
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TO CO FUFPAC
BT
SECRET

Ey

SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE FOR LGED KRISKS FROM MOEN JONES
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
MEASUREMENT OF PROGRESS YE PACIFICATION AND
DEVELOPMENT
Ac YR 2400512 TO L3EM SALE
10 MATVERS RAISED IN HAVE PREM DISCUSSED IN
DETAIL WITH MAJ 10HM F , ROCHE 111 USMO THE SOLD MARINE
OFFICER IN THE REVOLUTIONARY SUPPORE DIRECT NOTER
B. MR ALLEN AND cor CLARK ARE WORKING.AT THE REVOLUTION NT
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTORATE AND IT RS ANTICIPATED THAT THEY
REMAIN IN VIETNAM FOR ANOTHER THREE BLEKS SUBSEQUENT TO
PRESENTATION OF THEIR STUDY FINDENSS AND RECOUMENDAION
TO THE MISSION COUNCIL. CURRENT THINKING IN RDSD IS Time
ALLEN-CLARK PROPOSALS WILL NOT Bi: BOUGHT BY LISSION COULOIL
AS THEY ARE TOO DEFECTIVE To APPLY IN PRESENT FORK I.S.
TO MANY QUALIFEERS, AND TO HAMP DETAILED INDICIA FOR THE
VARIOUS FACTORS RDSD IS APPROPM No TO DEVELOP 5 COUNTER
PROPOSAL WHICH is NOT YEY in THE ROUGH DRAFT STAGE
3. CURRENT THINKING HARZ SUPPORTS HAPLET RATHER THAN VILLAGE
AS BASIC UNIT OF MEASURE REASONS GIVEN FOR THIS VEUV AND
AS FOLLOWS:
4. HAMLET IS THE BASIC DE more EMPITY 27 KAS
STRUCTURE AND HAMLET DHIFF
2. V.C. INFRASTRUICTURE STARTS WITH HAMLET LEVEL
Co USE OF KAMLET PERIODS CLEASER ACCURACY THAN VELLACE
D. VILLAGE CONSIDERED PHICH 00 NOT
NECESSARILY CORRESPOND To
to VILLAGE IDEA is SEEWA WA ALTHOUND : All SAMPLE
AS TO HOU SUCCESSFUL UP MAC BE, DOLARVE THAT 183 or
AS UNIT OF MEASURE COULD S. YORK TO DOMERA UNLEAGE AND
ELECTIONS WHICH SHOCKD PEOPLECE REPRERINTACIVO CHINE
AND VILLAGE COUNDELS FOR US 70 WORK VETH.
S. VE WELL STAY WEST THIS
CP-4
81
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1 'j (~LrHOUGN :II x ['~AF' IS Nor RESPONSIBLE ?C!R 'lH2 S~CWH!Y Of t:.AFES STO(;t\S \) "-
1 fELl YOU SHmJLD BE H1FOlWED Oll' 'tHE j"OttOl'J:WG f~CTS SINCE THE¥ 
~~PPENED IN THE DANANG TAOR~ 
2 IT A?PE1~:~S i~H(Yl!' OVER 3~;!2!fj 000 Ct~S:!S Of BEE;1 f.S ~l1SSKNG FROM OPEN 
,:;r.:'O;i,'HJE OF' TH[ DANM~G REGZONAL ,£\{4FE3 DE1~OT., f~i~F',£S SifORAGE IS GUARDED 
B1 X~RED NUNG GUARDS. THE~E IS NO U®So SECURI1Y D 

3~ m,) 19 NOV THE BEER SIOR:'·V3£ £~n[!~ I]JAS ;;JL~Cj.!:D UNDER CXD SURVEIllANCE. 
DY ';n.;}£ III \1]t:F P\10Q> DURING 'nUff NIG~H fJ TUG VNf,S C;)IRM[N J-llNi) ONE \TN 
~;~:va.!AN "J[RE t1PprmHE~JD[j) Aii'TEl1 t'i~ v:a;G 30" 030 ?IASTRES 10 \\lUNG GUf;\RDS 
_,':': ',~(.n{l~ ONE TRUCKLOAD OF' BiER:> J:liJ'JEST i GAT iON H\iDli CA !fED PREV X01l]S 
,n;::;:;:-'5'9 O~j NITE3 Of R14 NO''! M~D ~5 NO'J €! 
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DE DDKE 1761 3260516
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HAS BEEN SENTP 220616 NOV 56
FI CG III MAF
TO WOND/CMC
TO ZEN/CG PMFPAC
BT
SECRET PERSONAL TO GEN GREENE AND LIGEN KRULAK FROM LIGEN WALT
SHORTAGE OF MERCHANDISE IS AAFES DANANG
3. ALTHOUGH III MAF IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SECURITY OF AAFES STOCKS ,
I FELT YOU SHOULD BE INFORMED OF THE FOLLOWING FACTS SINCE THEY
HAPPENED IN THE DANANG TAOR.
2. IT APPEARS THAT OVER 300,000 CASES OF BEER IS MISSING FROM OPEN
STORAGE OF THE DANANG REGIONAL AAFES DEPOT AAFES STORAGE IS GUARDED
BY HIRED NUNG GUARDS.Q THERE IS NO U.S. SECURITY
3. ON 19 NOV THE BEER STORAGE AREA WAS PLACED UNDER CID SURVEILLANCE
DY THE III MAF PMO. DURING THAT NIGHT TWO VNAF AIRMEN AND ONE VN
DIVELIAN WERE APPREHENDED AFTER PAYING 30,000 PIASTRES TO NUNG GUARDS
20 TAKE ONE TRUCKLOAD OF BEER. INVESTIGATION INDICATED PREVIOUS
TREFTS ON NITES OF 14 NOV AND 15 NOV.
So JOINT INVESTIGATION BY USNC , ARMY CID, AIR FORCE OSI, NATIONAL
POLICE AND MACV Jos IS CONTINUING.
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DE DDKE 2104 3310116
ZNY CCCCC
P 270110 NOV 66
FM CG III MAF
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TO ZEN/CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEN/C FIRST MAW
ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV
ZEN/CG FORLOGCOMD
INFO YYNA/CG FMF PAC
WWND /CMC
BT

0 First D Er ) I A 2 PERSONAL FOR MGEN NICKERSON MGEN ROBERTSHAM,
MGEN KYLE AND BGEN HERBOLD INFO GEN GREENE AND LTGEN KRULAX FROM
LTGEN WALT
OUR NUMBER ONE PROBLEM
10 I KNOW THAT ALL OF YOU ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED AND ARE TAKING THE
ACTIONS YOU CONSIDER APPROPRIATE TO MEET THE PROBLEMS REFLECTED IN THE
SHARP RISE OF SERIOUS INCIDENT'S WITHIN YOUR CONANDS. IN PLANNING YOUR
EFFORTS, THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS APPEAR TO ME TO
BE WORTHY OF YOUR CONSIDERATION.
2. IT IS AN OVER SIMPLIFICATION TO LAY THE BLANE ON THE QUALITY OF
OUR LEADERSHIP, AT LEAST NOT AS A BLANKET INDICTMENT AS IT IS USUALLY

PAGE TWO DDKE 2104CONFIDENTIRL
EMPLOYED. I BELIEVE, HOWEVER , THAT PERHAPS THE FOCUS OF OUR LEADERSHIP
HAS BEEN TOO SHARPLY CONCENTRATED ON OUR OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS
AND WE MAY NEED TO REORIENT AND BROADEN THIS FOCUS TO DEVOTE MORE
TIME AND ATTENTION TO THE TRAINING OF OUR YOUNGER , LESS MATURE LEADERS
AND TO MORE EYE BALL TO EYE BALL TALKS WITH ALL OUR TROOPS. WE HAVE BEEN
THROUGH A PERIOD OF ACUTE SHORTAGES IN CUR COMPANY OFFICERS WE HAVE
HAD TO RELY FREQUENTLY UPON INEXPERIENCED NON-COMMISIONED OFFICERS IN
POSITIONS OF GREAT RESPONSIBILITY. TO OVER COME THE EFFECTS OF THIS,
WE NEED A PERIOD OF INTENSIVE PERSONAL EFFORT BY OUR MATURE,
EXPERIENCED OFFICERS AND NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS TO COUNSEL AND TRAIN
THEIR JUNIORS . FORMAL SCHOOLS ARE NOT PRACTICAL IN OUR PRESENT
TACTICAL DISPOSITIONS , BUT FREQUENT INFORMAL SESSIONS ARE POSSIBLE AND
OFFER POTENTIALLY RICH REWARDS. WE NEED DISCUSSIONS OF SUCH FUNDAMENTAL
SUBJECTS AS ARE ILLUSTRATED IN THE MATERIAL PUBLISHED IN CONNECTION
WITH THE PERSONAL RESPONSE STUDY. RECENT EVENTS OFFER CONVINCING
EVIDENCE THAT THE GENERAL ATTITUDE TOWARD THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE IS
MANIFESTLY POOR AND MUST BE CHANGED. THERE ARE ALSO STRONG INDICATIONS
ATHAT WE NEED PERSONAL ATTENTION TO THE RESPONSIBILITIES 07 LEADERSHIP
AND VIGOROUS EFFORTS TO WEED OUT THOSE WHO ARE INEFFECTIVE ,
3. IN COORDINATION WITH THESE EFFORTS, i BELIEVE WE CAN ELIMINATE SOME
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OF OUR FUTURE PROBLEMS BY SCREENING OUR COMMANDS TO SEPARATE THOSE
MEN WHOSE RECORDS DEMONSTRATE THEIR UNFITNESS OR UNSUITABILITY FOR
RETENTION, PARTICULARLY AT A TIME WHEN THE DEMANDS OF OUR SERVICE
CALL FOR SELF DISCIPLINE IN A GREATER MEASURE THAT EVER BEFORE. o TO
ILLUSTRATE THE POINT, ONE OF OUR MEN WHO IS FACING TRIAL FOR MURDER
HAS SIX NONJUDICIAL PUNISHMENTS IN HIS RECORD. TRUE, THERE ARE OTHERS
FACING SERIOUS CHARGES WHO HAVE NO DISCIPLINARY RECORDS, BUT JUDICIOUS
SCREENING MAY ELIMINATE SOME OF OUR POTENTIAL PROBLEMS.
to A MORE CAREFUL EXAMINATION OF OUR DISCIPLINARY REPORTS AND
INCREASED EFFORTS TO MAKE OUR TRIALS AND PUNISHMENTS AS PROMPT AS
VE CAN MAKE THEM WITHIN THE LAW, OFFERS ANOTHER AREA FOR ATTACK
AGAINST A SITUATION THAT WE ALL RECOGNIZE IS NOT GOING TO BE
RESOLVED BY ANY ONE MAGIC FORMULA .
5. I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT OUR MEN FULLY UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE HOW
DISASTROUS THEIR SOMETIMES THOUGHTLESS ACTIONS CAN BE TO OUR EFFORTS
HERE. ONE MAN, THROUGH CRIME OR JUST PLAIN WANTON DISREGARD OF HUMAN
DIGNITY CAN UNDO IN A FEW MINUTES THE PROLONGED EFFORTS OF A REIN-
FORCED BATTALION. WE MAKE PROPAGANDA FOR THE ENEMY WITH EVERY HEEDLESS
ACT TOWARD THE VIETNAMESE AS A PEOPLE AND AS INDIVIDUALS. AT THE SAME
TIME WE UNDO ALL THE GOOD THAT HAS BEEN DONE. WE MUST GET THIS
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PERSONAL FROM LIGEN WALT TO MGEN NICKERSON, MGEN ROBERTSHAW , MGEN KYLE
AND BGEN HERBOLD
REPORTING OF SERIOUS INCIDENTS
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B. CG FMF PAC 171906 NOV 66
C. FORCE ORDER 3480. IA

D. III MAF 1810487 NOV 66
10 I °M SURE YOU ARE ALL AWARE OF THE INTENSE INTEREST IN THE REPORTING
OF SERIOUS INCIDENTS WE MUST EXAMINE OUR RESPECTIVE ORGANIZATIONS
AND PROCEDURES TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY THE REFERENCES.
HOWEVER , WE MUST ALSO ESTABLISH REASONABLE SAFEGUARDS TO ENSURE
THAT WE HAVE THE BASIC FACTS ESSENTIAL TO AN ACCURATE REPORT, BEFORE A
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REPORT IS MADE IN OUR EFFORT TO COMPLY WITH THE DEMANDS FOR SPEED,
WE SHOULD NOT FOR EXAMPLE PLACE THE BLAME ON OUR MARINES FOR INJURIES
OR DEATHS THAT ARE LATER FOUND TO HAVE BEEN INFLICTED BY THE VC. THERE
WILL NOT BE TIME BEFORE REPORTING A SERIOUS INCIDENT FOR A DELIBERATE
INVESTIGATION OF THE TYPE REQUIRED TO SUPPORT DISCIPLINARY ACTION,
BUT OUR PROCEDURES MUST INCLUDE A REQUIREMENT FOR A CHECK OF THE
BASIC ACCURACY AND VALIDITY OF P. REPORT BY A SENIOR OFFICER , BEFORE
THE REPORT IS PUT ON THE AIR OR ON THE WIRE
2. III MAF HAS ASSUMED THE RESPONSIBILITY TO INFORM MACY ON SERIOUS

o

INCIDENTS , WHETHER THEY ARISE AS A DIRECT RESULT OF OUR OPERATIONAL
ACTIVITY OR AS A RESULT OF INDIVIDUAL WRONGDOING. IN ORDER TO MEET
THIS RESPONSIBILITY I ASK THAT EACH OF YOU ENSURE THAT MY HEADQUARTERS
IS PROMPTLY INFORMED , EY MESSAGE TO III MAF COMMAND OPERATIONS CENTER
OF ANY REPORTS OF THIS NATURE THAT YOU SUBMIT THROUGH THE ADMINISTRATIVE
CHAIN OF COMMAND IN COMPLIANCE WITH REFERENCES A OR B .
3. I NEED NOT DWELL ON THE NEED FOR PROMPT AND ACCURATE REPORTING TO
OUR SENIOR COMMANDERS AND THE IMPORTANCE TO THE GOOD NAME OF THE MARINE
CORPS AND OUR RESPECTIVE COMMANDS THAT THE REPORTS BE AS ACCURATE AS
WE CAN POSSIBLY MAKE THEM. THE MATTER IS OF SUCH GRAVE CONCERN TO THE
COMMANDANT THAT I ASK EACH OF YOU TO GIVE IT YOUR CAREFUL PERSONAL

PAGE THREE RUMNMF 1525CONFIDENTIAATTENTION.
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PERSONAL FOR GEN WESTMORELAND FROM LIGEN VALT
Do IT HAS COME TO MY ATTENTION THAT WE HAVE THREE SERIOUS INCIDENTS
IN MY COMMAND WHICH MAY NOT HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS
IN A TIMELY FASHION AND I TAKE THIS MEANS TO ENSURE THAT YOU ARE
PERSONALLY INFORMED UNDER HACV DIRECTIVE 335-8 OF 5 JAN 66/THESE
INCIDENTS SHOULD HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO YOUR PROVOST MARSHALL BY
TELEPHONE OR OTHER RAPID MEANS. I REGRET TO SAY WE HAVE NO RECORD OF
WETHER OR NOT THEY WERE SO REPORTED
2. THE CASES MAY BE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS CO

B. WHILE ON A COMBAT PATROL ON 27 AUG so, LOPL FRANK C. SCHULTZ,
2143998, USMC STATED HE WAS GOING TO KILL A VIETNAMESE ENCOUNTERED BY
THE PATROL. SCHULTZ IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID THAT SHOOTING / VILLAGER
YOULD BE SURE TO BRING THE VC OUT THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE PATROL DID
NOT TAKE SCHULTZ SERIOUSLY i BUT WHEN THE VEGTIM ATTEMPTED 70 SHOW HIS
ID, SCHULTZ SHOT HIM. A MEMBER OF THE PATROL REPORTED THE INCIDENT UPON
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THEIR RETURN TO THEIR COMMAND. SCHULTZ WAS TRIED BY GENERAL COURT -
MARTIAL ON 14-15 OCTOBER , CONVICTED OF PREMEDETATED MURDER , HE WAS
SENTENCED TO DD AND CONFINEMENT AT HARD LABOR FOR LIFE. THE RECORD OF
TRAIL IS NOW UNDER REVIEW BY THE STAFF LEGAL OFFICER 1ST MARINE
DIVISION.
B. ON 23 SEP 66, AN AMBUSH PATROL COMPOSED 07 EIGHT MEMBERS OF COMPANY
3 , 1ST BN FIFTH MARINES , ALLEGEDLY RAIDED NINE VIETNAMESE HOUSES AT
KYCHANN VILLAGE , BT 471140. FIVE VIETNAMESE ARE ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN
KILLED AND ONE 18 YEAR OLD FEMALE RAPED A COMPLETE REPORT OF THIS
INCIDENT WAS FORWARDED TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS ON 14 NOVEMBER, UPON OUR
RECEIPT OF THE PRELIMARY INQUIRY. THE RECORD OF THE FORMAL PRETRIAL
INVESTIGATION RUNS TO OVER 600 PAGES AND IS STILL BEING TYPED ALL
ACCUSED HAVE MILITARY LAWYER COUNSEL AND IT IS HOPED THAT TRIAL, WHERE
APPROPRIATE, WILL BEGIN DURING DECEMBER
C, ON 22 SEPTEMBER A TEN MAN SQUAD PATROL FROM 3D BN , SEVENTH MARINES ,APPROACHED A DWELLING IN TRI BINK HAMLET, BINK THANG VILLAGE , BIN SONK
DISTRICT. CPL STANLEY Do LUCZKO AND PFC CHARLES to KEENAN , ALLEGEDLY
ENTERED THE DWELLING AND SHOT AN ELDERLY WOMAN. HER BODY WAS PLACED ON
A HAYSTACK WHICH WAS SET AFIRE AS THEY MOVED AWAY , THEY ENCOUNTERED AN
ELDERLY MAN IN THEIR PATH WHOM THE SAME TWO MEN ALLEGEOLY SHOT AND KILLED

PAGE THREE RUMNMF 1374 0 N E I A L
A THIRD MAN, PFC RONALD PIATHOWSKI IS ALLEGED TO HAVE CUT AN EAR FROM
THE DECEASED. INVESTIGATION INTO THIS INCIDENT WAS INITIATED UPON
RECEIPT OF A REPORT FROM AN ARVN LIAISON OFFICER WHO HAD LATER HEARD
VERSIONS OF THE STORY FROM VELLAGERS. A FORMAL PRETRIAL INVESTIGATION
HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND THE RECORD IS NOW BEING EXAMINED BY THE STAFF
LEGAL OFFICER , 1ST MARINE DIVISION TRIAL BY GENERAL COURT MARTIAL WAS
RECOMMENDED BUT HAS NO? BEEN ORDERED PENDING REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION
BY CG 1ST MARDIV A FULL REPORT OF THE INCIDENT WAS FORWARDED TO YOUR
HEADQUARTERS ON 16 NOVEMBER
3. I AM DEEPLY DISTURBED BY THESE INCIDENTS, AS I KNOW YOU WILL BE .
I HAVE DIRECTED CORRECTIVE ACTIONS THAT II FEEL CERTAIN WILL PRODUCE
RESULTS.
so THE BASIC FACTS HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO MY SUPERIORS IN THE MARINE
CORPS CHAIN OF COMMAND AND MY COMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU HAS BEEN
ALERTED, BUT NO INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED
So I WILL BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH YOU AT THE
COMMANDERS CONFERENCE ON SUNDAY, SHOULD YOU DESIRE.
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In CO FIRST MARDIV
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03 THIRD MARDIV
BY
SECRET
PERSONAL TC MAJGEN NICKERSON AND MAJGEN KYLE FROM LYGEN VALT
SERIOUS INCIDENTS INVOLVING VEETNANESE CIVILIANS
1. E AM GREATLY DISTURBED, AS 2 AM SURE YOU ARE, BY THE NUMBER OF
SERIOUS INCIDENTS INVOLVING ALLEGATIONS OF FELONES BY MARINES
ABAINST VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS. THESE INCIDENTS SEEM TO OCCUR FOR THE
MUST PART DURING PATROLS. ALTHOUGH THESE ACTIONS ARE THE WORK OF BUT
3 VERY SMALL PERCENTAGE OF OUR MARKIES, THEY REFLECT DISCREDIT OUT OF
ANL PROPORTION TO THE NUMBER OF OFFENDERS AND DO VERY GRAVE DAMAGE TO
OUR EFFORTS HERE.
2, YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS IS DIRECTED

A. OUR COMPANY OFFICERS MUST BE ALERT TO DETECT SIGNS OF CALLOUS
DISREGARD FOR OR ANTIFATHY TOWARD THE VIENNAMESE PEOPLE WHERE
EVIDENCE OF SUCH APPEARS , THE INDIVEDUAL HUST BE THE SUBJECT OF CONSEL
ING AND SHOULD BE RELIEVED OF PATROL DUTIES PENDING SUCH EFFORTS.

P.GE TWO RUMNMF 1227SECRET
B. SELECTION OF MEMBERS FOR COURTS MARTIAL MERITS THE COMMANDER °S

CAREFUL ATTENTION TO ENSURE THAT EACH MAS THE JUDGEMENT MATURITY,
EXPERIENCE, AND JUDICIAL TEMPERAMENT REQUIRED FOR EFFECTIVE PERFORMANCE
IN THIS IMPORTANT DUTY.

C. YOUR SPECIAL EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT THE ATTITUDE RESPONSE PROGRAM
DIRECTED IN FORCE ORDER 01750.30 OF 30 OCT 1966 CAN PAY RICH
DEVIDENDS IN THIS AREA OF CONCERN

D. PROMPT REPORTING OF SERIOUS ENCIDENTS WHEN THEY OCCUR IS ESSENTIAL
TO EFFORTS BY THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS TO PROVIDE ACCURATE
AND TIMELY RESPONSE TO INQUIREDS FROM CONGRESS , PARENTS AND THE PRESS.
30 YOUR THOUGHTFIL SUGGESTIONS OF OTHER METHODS OR PROCEDURES FOR
EFFECTIVE ATTACK ON THIS PROBLEM ARE EARNESTLY SOLICITED.
GPOO
BT
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e e SECRET 
HESSAaE FORM - Sli:CRET 
54 MarDiv - 2100/2 (PERSONAL fOR) 

co Rm:e)~~J RUMK~l 
DE RU~K~~ 106 3130120 
IN'! SSSS~ 
C llj~)12~ l~(;V' 66 
V\'1 ce i U ~1 Pl? 
l' 0 RUl'~ C:I~['l/G;~ C 
lEN RiJ\i)3Mt\/co~mS[·)fl(::Y 
R tlm{~j Ie G r"~l f>' ~YJf.\ C 
ET 

riA$ BEEN SEN.l. 

?EnSOi~~lL FGR GEN GREEi\';E II GE~l t1lt~r{;jCkl'~n,~)NJ AND l1GEN iUWlAK 
wROl·l n:r QEN WAtT i 

10 11118 L·WRNXNG AT' 21225 0 j~ DEf"lc~"nH)r\j co;vr{x Bcn tOC~ER 
At THE tlj~\Wi\L A.D~n:SUR'{ DE't.4cm·tiiNY cc;;; tOClUNi) ?\DJACE Nf 10 
tn' G!U~RY[P.S tJM3 DEA'o)(~rE~ BY SOtom umn:bUi\~ r·lEANS 0 THE 
CONE:X lS02{ CON1AKNED (f\f'?ROXH~trn:t '\! Cj0®. po;mos 0; EXPLOSIVES 
tiND l'JAS LOCKED ri·) OJ] T~rE OUTSXDE" R'a' HtAf) ;~r:EN X}iSPEC!ED SHORtLY 
EEfC'lE 'JHE EXPLmnuN OCC~j~l~[D Q '~H~ !DUJ;,CJ!OI~ tl1\S Of SUCH 
Mf.lGKI'LTDE AS 'HO DES7NOY 'ti{[ CO~s;!l\. BO/\ t'ltI)) ADJACENT BUIlDHJG 
AND ext HEftVY DA~~B~ 10 r~o OTHER 3UILDI~GS IN THE VICINiTVo 
THE C~~SNr ~ALl BET~[EN rA[ COMPOUND AND.NY eUARTERS APPARE~TLY 
?REVlN7 Z:O 'j 01 At. Dm·1Al,iil 10 ~y QU~R1E:~{S 6-l N;) SURfWUNDllNG BUIlDINGS () 
XO~1[V~:F; D nilE Btt%Sif FJRCE DWER "In!!';: 'ItO? OJ? 'flit t'IALlL RIPPED OFF 

PIlG[ 'n:o Fm~Nl11F 106 S' E eRIE 1 
f4 PART 01>' THE ROOf> 011 f'l'! GHJiHHEI'tS '!I>EA~HNG HOLES IN THE GEXLINGS 
AND CURLED DOWN ~NTO THE QU§RT!R AND BLE} OUT ALL THE WINDOW 
~ND DOONS" I t1AS BLOlli~ o:rr OF BI1D Bur ~}AS NOT ;iURl PNlYSICAtlLY 
EXCEPT ~'OR PI LOUD R![\:GING IN [qy r~ARS fon (~ rHl>i: 0 

20 I f.'EPOH'T TO ALL 01" YOll ON nns Bl~CflUS;;: 1HE ~XP:"OSION 
'tJ~S 0;;:' SUCH MAGN.~1UDE ~r '~~HE NAVAL .G.!)\Jzs'mv DE'tACHMEN'f AS 
10 Blm; '.HiE DOORS O);)EN frt TN!! PRESS !;EW;IW ACROS~ tHE 
RIVER FRO~ III MAf HEADQU~R1ERSc ANn so~z OF THE REPORTERS 
~'ERE J.MHEDIA!EL Y ~NQ1.HSI~'lVE! AS 'Jl' 0 UEiff iff!D HA?PENElD 0 

I o~1 MflIH MG [VERY EffCR! M~T T I) lL,~1l' !HEt·l :mmi' OF THE ExrENT 
OF DGtkdH~E 'TO (·n? t~ll~R'fZfW t) THEm i~;r~;s W.£!ttJR'l'S Ii 1 C[IJ SURE () 
tHllL DEtl:L V rrM 'Ii m: NtWtH, MW)~SCF~V D~lt. ':;}-h'li~[~T ~~Kf?lLOi~r:. IN 
,(HIH;);l c t~S 1 SAlE) 0 DXD CO~jSI))[R{i~;raE f·][1:')n~H:Ul[L, ))P,:.v1f.\I2JE 0 BU1~ 
THERE ~;I~~P: NO PERSO~J~·JEL C~SuAL1IES~ 
3 0 lMD: SfZiUOR ;~m;7~soJt ~W THE N6~1J&1jt 1~f:W1SDf~V ))Elt1CHr~lENr 
is CCN~~DEK1 tM~T tWE D[7JNA1Xa~ ~AS ~N 1~SID[ dOB o 
40 5i '~I'NOltmjGH H~VES'.O:Gt4l'H)~ IS lJr\;DEr~t1.AV ,Hi.-:CIei 1 HOPE 
~JI!Ll, GIVll: US {,lrDI1E DZ

C

tAxLi3 G Vi'i:fiY RESPEc1FmJ .. lf 0 ~~iHJ 0 

Gpui~ ,---.--.-.~.- ..... "....-,.~ _ .• -_ ........ _._ •... ) H".;;I...I:.'~'1 
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MESSAGE FORM - SECRET
3d MarDiv - 2100/2

CO RUECEM RUMKM
DE RUMNMF 106 3180720
ZNY SSSSS

HAS BEEN SENI0 140720 NOV 66
FM CC III MAF
TO RUFCEM one
ZEN RUMSMA /COMUSHACV
RUNKM/CG FUFPAC
BT
SECRET
PERSONAL FOR GEN GREENE , GEN WESTMORELAND AND LTGEN KRULAK
FROM LIGEN WALT
10 THIS MORNING AT 2215, A DEMOLITION CONEX BOY LOCKER
AT THE NAVAL ADVESORY DETACHMENT COMPOUND ADJACENT TO
MY QUARTERS WAS DETONATED BY SOME UNKNOWN MEANS. THE
CONEX BOX CONTAINED APPROXIMATELY 500 POUNDS OF EXPLOSIVES
AND WAS LOCKED FROM THE OUTSIDE. IT HAD BEEN INSPECTED SHORTLY
BEFCRE THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED. THE EXPLOSEON WAS OF SUCH
MAGNITUDE AS TO DESTROY THE CONEX BOX AND ADJACENT BUILDING
AND DID HEAVY DAMAGE TO THO OTHER BUILDINGS IN THE VICINITY,
THE CELENT WALL BETWEEN THE COMPOUND AND NY QUARTERS APPARENTLY
PREVENTED TOTAL DAMAGE TO MY QUARTERS AND SURROUNDING BUILDINGS
HOWEVER , THE BLAST FORCE OVER THE TOP OF THE WALL RIPPED OFF

PAGE TWO RUMNMF 106S E C R E T
A PART OF THE ROOF OF MY QUARTERS TEARING HOLES IN THE CEILINGS
AND CURLED DOWN INTO THE QUARTER AND BLEI OUT ALL THE WINDOW
AND DOORS. I WAS BLOWN OUT OF BED BUT WAS NOT HURT PHYSICALLY
EXCEPT FOR A LOUD RINGING IN MY EARS FOR A TIME.
2. I REPORT TO ALL OF YOU ON THIS BECAUSE THE EXPLOSION
WAS OF SUCH MAGNETUDE AT THE NAVAL ADVISORY DETACHMENT AS
TO BLOW THE DOORS OPEN AT THE PRESS CENTER ACROSS THE
RIVER FROM III MAF MEADQUARTERS AND SOME OF THE REPORTERS
WERE IMMEDIATELY INQUISITIVE AS TO WHAT HAD HAPPENED.
I °M MAKING EVERY EFFORT NOT TO LET THEM KNOW OF THE EXTENT
OF DAEAGE TO MY QUARTERS. THEIR NEWS REPORTS I °M SURE,
WILL DEAL WITH THE NAVAL ADVISORY DETAINMENT EXPLOSION
WHICH AS I SAID, DID CONSIDERABLE MATENIAL DAMAGE, BUT
THERE WERE NO PERSONNEL CASUALTIES.
30 THE SENIOR ADVISOR AT THE NAVAL ADVISORY DETACHMENT
IS CONFIDENT THAT THE DETONATION WAS AN INSIDE JOB.
40 A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION IS UNDERWAY WHICH I HOPE
WILL GIVE US MORE DETAILS VERY RESPECTFULLY, LEW
GPWA
BT
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''; ~SSAGE POlI'l - ~:g.E'l' 
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RR RtIlvlNlA 
DE RUr:J~~lv1fo H'J61.3 ! 80111'5 
ZNY SSSSS 
R ~407 RfiZ NOV 66 
f~l C Gl Jl JI I M f=l f 
to RUf'lNiL~ /~G SECOND BDE ROl<{llJC 
Z[Nt'CG rmsr fvlARDIV 
Zlii:N leG THIRD ~MRDIV 
131 

HAS BEEN SENl 

" • w 

/." 

SEC Ii E r PERSONAL FOR t·1GENS IHCKERSON MD KYLE AND 8GEN LEa 
foR Of,] iLT GEN WALT 

, 
" " " "-

" , 
" " 
" " , 

" 'inU: ~{rlLICOP!ER HtllS BECO~lE ONE' or. OUR ~G:3T WiLtiABLE ASSETS IN THIS t~AR 
IN V:J:En\l~(\jo THIS ASSET [l.1US1 BE urn.IZED JUDIGWUSLY AND MUST BE " 
PRO'fECTED AT ALL COSTS (J X HAVE BECONE tiUrtE ':;ONCERNED OVER THE AlLAm" HJG " 
RATE AT WHICH OUR HELICOPTERS ARE BEING HIT 3Y SMALL ARMS FIREp . 
ESPECIAlLlL if DUR! NG lHP1T PERIOD JUST PR 1.0I~ TO LANDING AND Just AFTER "-
JrM{l'.: OFFo tHIS SEENS TO S1'EilJ] l:"ROM THE Ft~CT r~iCllT FR)IENDlY tROOPS IN THE " 
fln{AS O!J" lLH'1'OUl ARE NOT ENSl/RKNG SECURITt OF tHE ARE~ AND ARE NO'Jf "-
UTIlIZING ROUND SUPPRESSION l"nm 10 rm: ~U~')\J.fHJ~l E}(,[ENt DUR ING THESE "' 
\y1lJi.NEmmLE PEIUODS ® IN ~IANY INSIANC[S £; THESE HELl COPTERS HAVE " 
Rl!CltJVED NIl'S l"RO~l Sfv1A1.t ARfI1S IN l~ SUPPOSEDLY SECIJRE AREA," APPRO}(HMrn,11" 
60 PERCktNT or THE HELl COPTERS HIT HAVE BEEN ;":n ON TROOP l Iff fJ 

R~SU?fl.Y ~ND r'JED<--EVAC ['HSSrONS", I FELt 'l:'Hf.\"t PROPERty E['lPll.OYED fIRE 

PtH1E HJO tW['llNrHo~ HJ61 SEC R E '{ 
S[JP?RESSlot-i 'rAC'fICS COULD \'JEL!, HAilE PREC1.UDED iNE f1AJOR!TY OF THESE "­
INCIDENTS" ANotHER ~REA OF CONCERN IS THE &H'PMiENl MISUSE OF HELIcoPtERS" 

fEN O'fNER THAN NECESSARY AND r:~1EI~GENCY SJ.TU~1XCNS <) HElICOPTER ASSEts 
~!lHIN III ~AF ARE NOT ADEQUAT[ TO SATISFY ALL REQUIREMENTS o 
'nlEl~ErOR[ 0 ONLY BY ~1A IN'fAIl'HNG CLC'!%: SUPERV DnO[\! OF tHEIR USE 
:.HlLL liE BE ABLE 10 REAl.iZE r:;fl}{HHJ!'1 U11l:~Ztt'f10N OF OUR HEl.!CO?tERSo 
(lint fIlLOTS ~RE ~JELL TRAINED AND READY 10 RESPCND r 0 OUR NEEDS 0 hl[ CAt>E " BES! ~E)LP THEN BY PLANNING OUR Rl!:SUPPLY MJ[SS~O~<lS DURING DAYLIGH'[ }IOUPlS "-
i1~lD PER::ODS Or GOOD l;lEATHEH IF POSSIBL€§.\ND ?RDVIDJNG 1HEI'1 tiltH 
R[~SONffilt!3it" 1t SECURE l~NDrNG ZONES f.J YOUR COOPER~!AON lIN ASSIS!ll:NG 
[~JE IN tHIS E)fP'ORl IS GREATLY APPRE:C1ATED" I1EGMWS lLl'GE.N WAlLl 
GP <>~ 
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HAS BEEN SENTRR RUMNLA
DE RUMNMS 1067 3180710
ZNY SSSSS
R 140710 NOV 66
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMNLA /CG SECOND BDE ROKMC
ZEN/CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV
BT
SECRET PERSONAL FOR MGENS NICKERSON AND KYLE AND BGEN LEE
FROM LIGEN WALT
THE KELICOPTER HAS BECOME ONE OF OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSETS IN THIS WAR
IN VIETNAM. THIS ASSET MUST BE UTILIZED JUDICIOUSLY AND MUST BE
PROTECTED AT ALL COSTS. I HAVE BECOME QUITE CONCERNED OVER THE ALARMING
RATE AT WHICH OUR HELICOPTERS ARE BEING MIT BY SMALL ARMS FIRE,
ESPECIALLY DURING THAT PERIOD JUST PRIOR TO LANDING AND JUST AFTER
TAKE OFF. THIS SEEMS TO STEM FROM THE FACT THAT FRIENDLY TROOPS IN THE
AREAS OF LIFTOUT ARE NOT ENSURING SECURITY OF THE AREA AND ARE NOT
UTILIZING ROUND SUPPRESSION FIRE TO THE MAKEMUM EXTENT DURING THESE
VOLNERABLE PERIODS. IN MANY INSTANCES, THESE HELICOPTERS HAVE
RECEIVED MITS FROM SMALL ARMS IN A SUPPOSEDLY SECURE AREA. APPROXIMATELY
60 PERCENT OF THE MELICOPTERS HIT HAVE BEEN KIT ON TROOP LIFT,
RESUPPLY AND MED -EVAC MISSIONS. I FELL THAT PROPERLY EMPLOYED FIRE

PAGE TWO RUMNMF 1067SECRE
SUPPRESSION TACTICS COULD WELL HAVE PRECLUDED THE MAJORITY OF THESE
INCIDENTS ANOTHER AREA OF CONCERN IS THE APPARENT MISUSE OF HELICOPTERS
IN OTHER THAN NECESSARY AND EMERGENCY SITUATIONS. KELICOPTER ASSETS
WITHIN III MAF ARE NOT ADEQUATE TO SATISFY ALL REQUIREMENTS.
THEREFORE , ONLY BY MAINTAINING CLOSE SUPERVISION OF THEIR USE
WILL WE BE ABLE TO REALIZE MAXIMUM UTILIZATION OF OUR MELICOPTERS.
OUR PILOTS ARE WELL TRAINED AND READY TO RESPOND TO OUR NEEDS. WE CAN
BEST HELP THEM BY PLANNING OUR RESUPPLY MISSIONS DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS
AND PERIODS OF GOOD WEATHER IF POSSIBLE AND PROVIDING THEM WITH
REASONALBLY SECURE LANDING ZONES. YOUR COOPERATION IN ASSISTING
ME IN THIS EFFORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED REGARDS LIGEN WALT
GP-4
BT
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SECRET
MESSAGE FORM - SECRET
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/PERSONAL FOR

PERSONAL FOR
00 RUMSMA
DE RUMNMF 1061 3185523
ZNY SSSSS

HAS BEEN SENT0 1465257 NOV 66
FM CG III MAF
: O COMUSNACV
BT
SECRET PERSONAL FOR (EN WESTMORELAND FROM LIGEN VAL?
ARMY HQ FOR ADMIN SUPPORT OF USA UNITS IN 2012
1. YOU INDICATED ON YOUR LAST VISIT YOUR DESIRE TO ESTABL ASM IN 1072
AM ADMINISTRATIVE HQ VECSE FUNCTION WOYLD BD TO PROVIDE ADMENISTRATIVE
SUPPORT TO USA UNITS IN THIS AREA. IT WAS AND REGAINS MY UNDERSTANDING
THAT SUCH A HQ , WHEN ESTABLISHED, WOULD OPERATE UNDER OPCOM CF THIS
HEADQUARTERS AND WOULD FULFELL ONLY ADMINISTRATIVE, LOGISTRO AND
DISCIPLINARY TYPE FUNCTIONS.
2. TWO RECENT DEVELOPMENTS APPEAR TO RELATE TO THIS NEW HEAD
QUARTERS AND ARE NOT IN CONSONANCE WITH MY UNDERSTANDING 05 ONE ROLE
YOU INTENDED FOR IT.
3. ON 11 NOVEMBER TWO OFFICERS, ONE FROM USARV AND GHE PROX IMMA
APANG CDEPUTY IFORV ARTV CDRD PAID A STAFF VISIT TO THIS READQUIREENS
IN CONNECTION WITH THE NEW COMMAND THESE OFFICERS WERE
OWARD ESTABLISHMENT OF 1 FEELD ARTILLERY GROUP MUSHAN

ADMINISTRATIVE HQ. is FIELD ARCELLERY GROUP HEADQUARTERS HAS DNL.: A

PAGE TWO RUMNMF 1061 S ) GREE
TACTICAL CONNTATION FOR ME AND EVEN SHOULD ITS TERMS OF MEMBREWCE 3.10%
ITS FUNCTIONS , ITS NAME COULD ONLY LEAD TO CONTENUING MESUMDERSTANDENG
AS TO ITS FUNCTION
3, SUBSEQUENTLY, I HAVE RECEIVED A COPY OF HQ USMACV COMMAND /STARY
CONFERENCE ACTION MONO NO 56-79 DATED 9. NOVEMBER THIS DOCUMENT
INDICATES ACTION IS 20 BE TAKEN TO "FORM A PROVISIONAL GROUP HQ FOR
USA ARFILLERY UNITS KN 2 CTZ COMMANDER TO DETERMINE REAMYS FOR 041
AIRCRAFT TO SUPPORT USA ARTILLERY BANTALIONS"
30 I SEE NO NEED FOR A H2 AS CONTEMPLATED IN PARA 2 ABOVE.
to CLARSPICATION IS REQUESTED REGARDS, LEW
GP-4
BT
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ERSOI 6 FOR FOLLOWS

HAS BELN SENT

DE RUMMER 648 3121312
ZIN! SSSSS
0 2813126 NOV 66
FM CG 131 MAF
TO CG FMAW
03 THIRD MARDIV
ST
SS E C R E I
PERSONAL TO MAJGEN AND MAJGEN KYLE FROM LTGEN WALT
INE FOLLOWING PERSONAL PROH 00 XII NAF TO CG TEN AIR FORCE PASSED
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
THREAT TO ELECTRONIC ANSTALLAEKONG, DONG MA
3. INTELLIGENCE INDICATES ENERY CAPABILITY TO EMPLOY ARTY OF UF 70
122M CALIBRE WITH RANGES JP TO 22,800 METERS FROM POSTIZONS IN NORTHERN
SECTOR DMZ . THIS CAPABILITY POSES THREAT TO INSTALLATIONS 100 AND KEAR
DONG HA TWO OF THE MOST ORETECA.. OF WHICH ARE MARINE CORPS TPQ=10
AND USAF MSQ-7%
20 IN VIEW OF ABOVE 2 HAVE DERECTED VERST MAN TO SELECT ASAP PRIMARY
AND ALTERNATE SITES FOR IPQ 30 SOURK OF I'll GHID LINE 56.
3. SUGGEST YOU MIGHT UANT TO RELOCATE YOUR MSQ? IF 50 , FURCHER
SUGGEST OUR PEOPLE A7 DONG MA YORK TOGETHER ON THIS PROJECT,
REGARDS LEW.
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HtNEAT 'fa l£!~EctHC~!!C HJS.P~~?U[..:fL:n:s t DC~(2 H~l 
~" ~N'JtEljUr GENC[ HlD:W:l:C[S ,~:[\JEi·n r;r)fJ!'.rE~=:-:'V 'E'C Er~ Pte))? M;'T'lf :OF UP TO 
2 2~1t,q C!4UI jjRE t'J:r;ti~ ~1Cl ~Wfi:S) UP 1'1) 2~. c 00~J ;r'r,:EiW Y,'R Ci'] i:'JOBT.'n ON;' Z N 

NORTHERN SEctOR m·le: () 'I'1;~S Ct~f>hg::l,:r~'Y :~OS:\~9 )\';;IHt[.1'~· 70 ~:r·;SA'tHJ,L''(CW~JS 
IN ~ND NEflR DONG ;1.':\ D n.ro ~:> l'Wi !'wS";-: (;Rn'XCh~, Ol tJmC;~l P.iiE ~~t4rn:Ni!: 
CORPS !~Qo~0 AN)) \1Si-\? [·lS(:j~?7('. 
20 ;;N vun:1 OF' Ai30VE J Mf.1ifi:( D:~W~C'nm 7~I1S~:' :q{H! 7'0 SEF,t:C:.' flS;1,P PRHll4fl':f 
~1ND AtliERf~i~7:X Sl1E~ F~O;'i '"..\~t'G"_l ~0 ;30:r::)~; (;:J~ r:.~~~:.f GRYj) LJ~~[ ':PG o 
:5 0 SUGGEST VOU IHGJi{1' tYM~'i.' TO lr::::~~;Gr~17!,:"~'D~m ;·Jf}fj"''?1", n' ~.iG D F'uiYH1EH 
SUGGEST OUR !g,Eo~tE fA.':t D01~G ::8i 'jGiG 'i~'O(:~)':T:mn m~ 1!"iH, [l'RCJ[Cr:; 
REGMm~ lE~J 
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PERSONAL FOR
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FOR)

PP RUMSAL
DE RUNNYF 617 3120938
ZNY SSSSS

HAS BEEN SENT
? 0809337 NOV 66
FM CO III MAF
TO RUNSAL/CG TH AF
BT
SECRET PERSONAL TO STGEN WONVER FROM LIGIN VALT
THREAT TO ELECTRONIC ENSTALLATIONS DONG HA
So ENTELLIGENCE INDICATES ENEMY CARABELERY TO EMPLOY ARTY OF UP TO
122MM CALIBRE WITH RANGES UP TO 21.000 MEXERS FROM POSITIONS IN
NORTHERN SECTOR DMZ o THIS CAPABELINY POSES THREAT TO INSTALLATIONS
IN AND NEAR DONG HA D TWO OF THE MOST CRITICAL OF WHICH ARE MARKNE
CORPS TPQ D 10 AND USAF HSQ-77
20 IN VIEW OF ABOVE I. MAVE DERECTED FIRST MAW TO SELECT ASAP PRIMARY
AND ALTERNATE SITES FOR SPC 30 SOUTH OF I'll GRYD LINE 36.
So SUGGEST YOU MIGHT WANT TO RALOGATE YOUR 150-77. IF so, FURTHER
SUGGEST OUR PEOPLE AS DONG MA YORK TOGETHER ON THIS PROJECT
REGARDS LEW
GP204
BT
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PP RU1JlSMA 
DJ! RU~NMF 6 n6 .31120928 
ZNY SSSSS 
P t?J8e92& NOV 66 
FM CG IU MAr 
TO RUMSMA/COMUSit?Ar;V 
B1 

(PER <:.'" "'A . '.' \lUi, . FOR) 
HAS BEEN SENT 

SEC RET PERSONAL FOR GEN WESTMORELAND FROM LiGEN WALT 
A 0 CG I! X MAr 010826"l NOV . 
10 DURING YOUR VISIT TO THE KHE SANK AREA ON 6 NOV WE DISCUSSED 

Ao COORDXNATXON OF THE EFFORTS OF THE. DIVERSE ELEMENTS lOCATED 
AT KHE SANHo . . 
Bo PROBLEMS INCIDENT TO REG!S!FlA'f!ON- OF ! '75M:1 FIRES IN THE KHE 
SANH AREAo . 
Co PREPARATXON OF A STUDY OF EFFECTS OF ENEMY ARTILLERY CAPABXLX11ES 
FRcm POSItIONS IN NORTHERN SECTOR OF DMZ 0 

20 IMPLEMENTING ACTION ADDRESSED 10 THE . COORDINATION PROBl.EM t~AS 
TAKEN BY REr A 0 

3 G THE FOLLOWING RECAPxrULP,'CES THE CONPLE'fION OF i 7511:1 GUN EN 
REGIstRAT 101'7 g 
A II BTRY C j) 5tH BN 27!H ARTY REGISTERED IN KHE SANH AREA ON '7 OCT 0 

B 0 THIS BTRY WAS. ATTACHED 'f0 2D EN 94TH ARTY 23 !2!Z1fM ocr D WHICH 
USED C BIRY REGIstRATION DATA UNTIL 3 NOV WHEN EFFORTS TO REGISTER 

/ PJlGE TWO RUMNMF 6!6 SEC R E 'f 
~ ENTIRE BN COMMENCED (> •. 

Co 3 NOV <=REGISTRATION EFFORTS CA~CELlED DUE FA ILURE ! 0 PROCURE 
/ CLEARANCE TO fIRE IN AREAo 
/ 4 NOV c{lBSERVATION A Ie CO~~~lUNI C{\!X ON FAILURE (J 

5 NOVoFIR!NG PRECLUDED DUE FRIE~lDt Y TR COP A CTIV lTIES IN AREA (I 

/ ($ NOVoL!AISON PARTY DISPATCHED TO KHE 'SANH FOR COORDiNATION 
/ OF PROBLEM c> 

/ 
'1 NOV cREGIS'fRAT ION OF ALL BA'l"fERIES CO~l PLETED C) 

D", DIRECT AND POSITIVE CO~~1UNICA'fIONS KEH SANH •• DONG HA USING 
/ RADIO RELAY AND PRe 41 ESTABL!SHED 1 NO\} FOR EXLUSIVE ARTY CONTROL I< 

49 THE STUDY DESCRIBED IN PARA !C td30VE rs PROCEEDING ON AN 
/ URGENT BASIS 0 RESUlts \Hlt BE PROVIDED AS SOON AS 11 IS CONPl.E1'ED 0 

/ REGARDS 0 LnJ 
/ Gp o 4 
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MESSAGE FORM - SECRET
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(PERSONAL) FOR)

PP RUMSMA
DE RUMNMF 616 3120928
ZNY SSSSS
P 980928 NOV 66
FM CG III MAF

HAS BEEN SENTTO RUMSMA /COMUSMACV
BT
SECRET PERSONAL FOR GEN WESTMORELAND FROM LIGEN WALT
A. CG III MAF 070826 NOV
1. DURING YOUR VISIT TO THE KHE SANK AREA ON 6 NOV WE DISCUSSED
A. COORDINATION OF THE EFFORTS OF THE. DIVERSE ELEMENTS LOCATED
AT SANH.
B. PROBLEMS INCIDENT TO REGISTRATION OF 1 75MM FIRES IN THE KHE
SANH AREA.
C. PREPARATION OF A STUDY OF EFFECTS OF ENEMY ARTILLERY CAPABILITIES
FROM POSITIONS IN NORTHERN SECT OR OF DMZ.
2. IMPLEMENTING ACTION ADDRESSED TO THE COORDINATION PROBLEM WAS
TAKEN BY REF A.
30 THE FOLLOWING RECAPITULATES THE COMPLETION OF 175MM GUN BN
REGISTRATION
A. BTRY C, 6TH BN 27TH ARTY REGISTERED IN KHE SANK AREA ON 7 OCT.
B. THIS BTRY WAS ATTACHED TO 2D BN 94TH ARTY 231200H OCT ,D WHICH
USED C BTRY REGISTRATION DATA UNTIL 3 NOV WHEN EFFORTS TO REGISTER

PAGE TWO RUMNMF GI6SECRET
ENTIRE BN COMMENCED.
C. 3 JOV-REGISTRATION EFFORTS CANCELLED DUE FAILURE TO PROCURE
CLEARANCE TO FIRE IN AREA.

4 NOV =OBSERVATION A/C COMMUNICATION FAILURE,
5 NOV -FIRING PRECLUDED DUE FRIENDLY TROOP ACTIVITIES IN AREA.
6 NOV LIAISON PARTY DISPATCHED TO KHE SANH FOR COORDINATION

OF PROBLEM.
7 NOV REGISTRATION OF ALL BATTERIES COMPLETED.

D. DIRECT AND POSITIVE COMMUNICATIONS KEH SANH do DONG MA USING
RADIO RELAY AND PRC 47 ESTABLISHED 7 NOV FOR EXLUSIVE ARTY CONTROL.
do THE STUDY DESCRIBED IN PARA 10 ABOVE IS PROCEEDING ON AN
URGENT BASIS. RESULTS WILL BE PROVIDED AS SOON AS IT IS COMPLETED.
REGARDS, LEW
GP-4
BT
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\P[FlSOt~JtL 
00 IHlHKM 
DE HUMN~1F 4ei3 510104\16 
ZNY EEEEE 
o ')(504! Gl NOV 66 
F~J CO n I [~AF 
'f0 RUHKM leG nlFPAC 
BY 
UNCtAS EFT 0 
PERSONf4L fOR LIGEN KRULAK fROt~ LIGEN W!\LT 
1; IT IS RECCMMENDED THf~T COLONEL ~JOHN H ~ CH~~ISS(m ~ usr1C 9 BE 

AWARDED A GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF A SECOND LEGIO~ 0F MERIT FOR 
SERVICE AS SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING CITATION~ 
n>R Ei<CEPTIOl'~'ALLY MERITOlHOUS CONDUCT IN THE PE:F1FORNANGE OF 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF Gu 3. 
XU C~ARINE AXlFIHBIOUS FORCE! DURING THE PERIOD 24 JANUARY 
!O '7 NOVE~JBEH 1966 0 THROUGHOUT THIS NINE~o{1HJNrH i:~ERIOD COLONEL 
\.·HAIsson ElOHEITED SUPEF;IOR PHOl'I£SSIONAL cmlPETENCE 
AND RESOURCEFULNESS IN PLANNING~ COORDINATING AND SUPERVISING 
lHE OPERATIONS OF THE III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS fORCE. 
THESE EXTENSIVE TACTICAL ACTIVITIES INCLUDED SOME THIRTYQ 
NINE t1AJOR CC~BAT OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE I CORPS AHEA ~!HICH 
Hlf.LICTED EXTREt1ELY HEAVY CASUAL'fIES AGAINST ORGMHZED ENEMY 
mn'fS II THEY ALSO INCLUDED Al~ INTENSIVE PROGRAI~ Of 'fHO!.ISANDS OF 

PAGE 'TWO RUMr~:vJF' 403 UNGU~S Ii: F T 0 
SMALL UNIT OPERATIO~S WHICH CAUSED EQUALLY HEAVY CASUALTIES AMONB 
ENE}lY GUERILLAS AND ~JAS LARG)£LY INSTr?Ul1E:i\rrAL IN EXPANDING MARINE 
AREAS OF INFLUENCE OVER SO~E SEVEN HUNDRED A~D FORTY FIVE SQUARE 
rELES OF TERRITORY PREVIOUSLY Dm'1!l'~Anj) bY INSlJHCENt 
CO.\H·1UNIST fORCES ~ ADDITIONALLY ~ '~)LOr'EL CHA ISSOl.~ SKILLFULLY 
COCRDINATED THE INTRODUCTION TO VIETNAM OF MANY MARINE 
UNITS TotALING SOME 18,;~~(30 ?lDDITIJI'.)J\1 .. , TROOPS fi HIS ABILITY TO 
WORK HARMONIOUSLY WITH OFFICERS OF OTHER u.s. SERVICES AND 
WITH OFFICERS OF ALL VIETNAMESE AR~ED ~ORCES PLAYED 
.~ HIGHLY SIGNIF1.CMJT ROLE IN THE SUCCESSFUL PRO:3ECllTION OF 
THE WAR IN THE I GORPS TACTICAL ZONE" ~i'HHOUGH(lUT THIS PERIOD 
COLONEL CHAIS~ON CONTINUALLY VISITED FORWARD. 
?OSIrrONS TO SEE FIRST HAND THE OPEHr.TIONM., PRO.3LEMS 
i:ilCOlINTERlW BY FROt'>!1''''LINE UNITS ~IJ)URING ,f.\PR!L MJD r·1PtY fJ 

;~ HEN DISSIDENT n.E[~ENTS OPPOS:'ID l"OH CES OF T HE GOVER[lJ:~Ei\lT 
,:iF VEINAri] ~ CCLONEL CHili }:SSON SEr?'n~:D AS A ~JE GOTI{~T OJ-? ON 
FO~R OCCASIO~S WITH VARIOUS LEADERS6 IN THREE O~ THESE FOUR 
CASES~ EACH CF WHICH WERE FRAUGHT WIIH PERSONAL DANGER AND 
H·) or~;£ 0;;' (Hne;: HE Co[fJ£ trNDEH l'i~:~K t~ND IHHCRAFT FIRE II 

:·iE i:'flS P£n~';CLP,;~LY RESP01:SIBi.E 1"011 i"~.~C07I:~,'~~·10[\]S l;)lllCH 

C.-"t4 3-1'3 
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(PERSONAL FOR

00 RUHKM
DE RUMNMF 403 3100416
ZNY EEEEE
0 0604162 NOV 66
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHKM /CG FMFPAC
BT
UNCLAS E F T 0
PERSONAL FOR LIGEN KRULAK FROM LTGEN WALT
1. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT COLONEL JOHN R. CHAISSON USMC , BE
AWARDED A GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF A SECOND LEGION OF MERIT FOR
SERVICE AS SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING CITATION:
FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS CONDUCT IN THE PERFORMANCE OF
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF G-3,
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE & DURING THE PERIOD 24 JANUARY
30 7 NOVEMBER 1966. THROUGHOUT THIS NINE MONTH PERIOD COLONEL
CHAISSON EXHIBITED SUPERIOR PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE
AND RESOURCEFULNESS IN PLANNING, COORDINATING AND SUPERVISING
THE OPERATIONS OF THE III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE.
THESE EXTENSIVE TACTICAL ACTIVITIES INCLUDED SOME THIRTY -
NINE MAJOR CCMBAT OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE I CORPS AREA WHICH
INFLICTED EXTREMELY HEAVY CASUALTIES AGAINST ORGANIZED ENEMY
UNITS. THEY ALSO INCLUDED AN INTENSIVE PROGRAM OF THOUSANDS OF

PAGE TWO RUMNMF 403 UNCLAS E F I 0
SMALL UNIT OPERATIONS WHICH CAUSED EQUALLY HEAVY CASUALTIES AMONG
ENEMY GUERILLAS AND WAS LARGELY INSTRUMENTAL IN EXPANDING MARINE
AREAS OF INFLUENCE OVER SOME SEVEN HUNDRED AND FORTY FIVE SQUARE
MILES OF TERRITORY PREVIOUSLY DOMINATED BY INSURGENT
COMMUNIST FORCES. ADDITIONALLY, COLONEL CHAISSON SKILLFULLY
COORDINATED THE INTRODUCTION TO VIETNAM OF MANY MARINE
UNITS TOTALING SOME 18,000 ADDITIONAL TROOPS. HIS ABILITY TO
WORK HARMONIOUSLY WITH OFFICERS OF OTHER U.S. SERVICES AND
WITH OFFICERS OF ALL VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES PLAYED
A HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTION OF
THE WAR IN THE I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE. THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD
COLONEL CHAISSON CONTINUALLY VISITED FORWARD
POSITIONS TO SEE FIRST HAND THE OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS
ENCOUNTERED BY FRONT LINE UNITS. DURING APRIL AND MAY ,
WHEN DISSIDENT ELEMENTS OPPOSED FORCES OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF VIETNAM , COLONEL CHAISSON SERVED AS A NEGOTIATOR ON
FOUR OCCASIONS WITH VARIOUS LEADERS. IN THREE OF THESE FOUR
CASES, EACH CF WHICH WERE FRAUGHT WITH PERSONAL DANGER AND
IN ONE OF WHICH ME COME UNDER TANK AND AIRCRAFT FIRE,
ME WAS PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR NEGOTIATIONS WHICH

#3
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?AGE THREE RUMNMF 403 UNCLAS E FrO 
',:: ~lSURED THE SAfE! Y OF U ,,8 '" PERSONNEL AND 1 NST t~LL(.\Tl ONS AND REDUCED 
':ME PROBABILITY OF ~OODSHED BEING BROUGHT ABOUT BY 
UETNAMESE COp1BATrFf; OTHER V IETNA~11ESE.J. COLONEL CH~\ISSON ~s S1A(~ INA p 

lNTXRING CEDICATIOr 70 DUTY, DISrINGU1SHED PROFES3IONAL SKILL~ 
3UPERIOR LE~IDEf?SH::::) ?,ND GHE.I\T PERSONAL COURfH:lE W.L~t~ f;,N 
INSPIRATION TO Al.L tHTH ~JHm1 HE SERVED $ l~N.D NERE .~N KEEPING 
l:JXTH THE HIGJ-HU?:! TRflDnrONS OF THE U",Sil Nt~1.JAL S[:lVIGE.:§. 
~~OlONEl CHAISSON :W f~UTHOfnZ£D TO WF.f),li THE COt~lBjj,'i c'\JoW'~ 
8" PREVIOUS DECORATIONS INGLtJDE. TEE LlrGICN OF ME:l;o' (1,945) AND 
JRONZE STAR UiEDAl. (i 94 /4)", 

:LJ REQUEST REPLY Hl Tlpl£ TO PERtHT FREE!ENT,[1TION Ol" {.'·;:!lRf1 A'f 0'HzH21eMo 
'·,:EGMWS p Lni 
Tf 

::i13 
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DECLASSIFIED

PAGE THREE RUMNMF 403 UNCLAS E F T 0
ENSURED THE SAFETY OF U.S. PERSONNEL AND INSTALLATIONS AND REDUCED
THE PROBABILITY OF 8 . 00DS HED BEING BROUGHT ABOUT BY
KIETNAMESE COMBATING OTHER VIETNAMESE 2) COLONEL CHAISSON'S STAMINA,
INTERING DEDICATION 30 DUTY , DISTINGUISHED PROFESSIONAL SKILL,
SUPERIOR LEADERSHIP AND GREAT PERSONAL COURAGE WERE AN
INSPIRATION TO ALL WITH WHOM HE SERVED, AND WERE IN KEEPING
WITH THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE U.S. NAVAL SERVICE
COLONEL CHAISSON IS AUTHORIZED TO WEAR THE COMBAT V
2. PREVIOUS DECORATIONS INCLUDE THE LEGION OF MERIT (1945) AND
BRONZE STAR MEDAL (1944).
34 REQUEST REPLY IN TIME TO PERMIT PRESENTATION OF AVARD AT 071000H.
REGARDS, LEW
BT
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/ 
/ 

~a ~7i3~ oct G6 ~ /~M CG IX! OOAF V 1 

to enc 
/CG flY1FPt1aC 

/
ftT 
'SECREt 

/:!XlCll.USJIVE fOR GE~J GREENE A~~Y; L.TC:::~; )~r~L:L,(~ll\ FfiQl'1 LIGEN ~Htl 
VISII OF THE COMMANDERoIN=CHIEF A? CAM RANH BAY 

/ ,liO AT /0'130 O~J tHE MCH\lNHIG, Of 2(; O«~JPBER () ! f2ECEP}ED lJO:1D 
/:rH~'f lHE COf~~l~NDERol!\1""CHXEf lrJOUlD BE COf'~m: Nt1 Jl 0010 CAi'rs iMroN 
/iJUtlY ON 'liME 26TH UIS!EAD 01' :uno DjI\[~MJG. O~~ THE 2YKH AS HAD 

BEJEl\] P~EVIOlUSlLV .Pl~NNED ~ ~JE WERE ASL{ED 'TD nH1~11 SH !PJ 
/IPOR'iiJWN OIP 'tHE HONOR GUARD!) OUR POi~110{IJ TO CONSIST Or :2flJlZi 
/"iAR!NES U~ lC4JMBAl UWKl?OlRM fJ 10GE!HER \lI1H 'SHE DH'2:S:WN MW 

t~IWG COMM~h\lDERS II ~ll Of t~MOM \~E~E 'ro BE ~r (:jI}jjlij fHH3M Bf.J'lf 
/~JO'l lAii'ER !~~I\l ~~~m (HJ tHE 26!HQ ! i:JAS (2JlI\JI~~~ ORDfJtS 10 
/ PROCEED JHv1MElO1AtELY TO CAM R~NH BAY TO M£ET 1dX IX ttfES1Y CO ~JCER iIIUJG, 

'IWAL PREPARAtIONS FOR THE OCCASIONo 
/ ~?G At nnrs MEET! NG fJ ~~ST)f S~D):)LED BILl. JC"NES ~';rD"i THE 
/ ;\E5POI\lS!B!IL:rll"1f FOR PlM~NHJG THE EffflRE OPERA'fHH~o S~JED[ 

/ 

/ !i\~£IE 1l'ltJO 
/ iLU%flSOi\l ~JAS G 1tV~N 'll'ME RESPO~SJIB)IlJn)f fOR SEGUR! lY 0 ['1OM1fE~ 
/ ~JAS ~~VEI\l l'~E RESPOOOSX3JO .. El'Y Of MOVlNG 'll'ROOf'S UJ fROM AllL. 

/ 
OlIVER tHE comrnn v tlJ T(fJlfU .. Oil' ,i:oBOUT 800 FOR r~E IrWf~Ot;l GUtllRD o 
,t VOll.UJI\1ii'E~RED 10 MO~E (lJILIR 'lrR(lJOPS BY OUR o~nJ tlllf.fWRtllft Q 'XHXS 

/ NEEl'HJ~ BIFWb{[ W? Ai nus ~!\lD I IllLE:WSPlClK 101 DANtlOOG 1'0 ?~SS 

/ 
[m'lr INStRUCll!OWS. C(H'~ERNH~G, OUR Cr)l\llfHBiJ1LHHI ~i'OR 'mE OCCASXO II! 0 

~o All ~EV COMMAWDa~S WERE ~S3EMBLED BV WESXY ~~ THE C~M 
/ ~1~t\JH Bbl)~ HE~DGiU~RtERS BRKEFI~G ROOM ABeUT fi5~5o ,~r'1B~SSADOR 
. tODG[ ~I\)D otHElJil tCHP!llANS t~ERE l? RffSE:fJ1. II THE> PLtl'tN Of tHE 
/ CERENONY t~AS lLUD our !I MID CE;HIUN FZ~50~;S t!UtE Df~LECA1E!) 
/ 'FO MEEt tHE fRfSIDi:(\rr ElI f:"'Mi7~oSlDj'<: A~,;D t1LSO 'W SKI !;tHIN 
/ HIM ON tHE ~EVl[~ING STANCo THIS CE~SRALLY INCLUOED ALL 
. ;$=STAR GENERM .. £ AND folBOVE ~ND REt4R ~DiU~~l ~MRDo Jll SlZE~8lE 
/ iJIE!NA~1ESl! DELEGtI'lJION smH~ED (l H~CLUDHtjG lHIEU 0 l:V \) \lIEN ~NJO 

CO 0 THEY ~!ERlE JPl~CED UtI! rHE t1E~l) Of tHE REGEX VHJ~3 ILl NE uH 
/ PLAIME.,.SlH>Eo 'in«&: HONOR (HlPlRD il!\ll)} CEREf10N1f Ii'JE~E MELD Ol\l O~E 
/ 0:> tHE p~mU!\lG ~JPRO~JS ow !HE ~!RZ;l!:E1U)G 

~o At 163' rHE PRESIDENt AND MR RUSK ARRIVED WI7H AN O"ICIAl 
/ IP~~YY Of ABOUT t 5 i!l!WD ~1 lUZt\sr Uj(il ~~Et'i[~WJEN 0 A~'lE!i THE flA!.\lE= 
/' SU»)E 'tOh\!II'd~J1Jt1JIES 0 t~lE MOI)PED D1REC1fLY 10 jHE ~EVXF,'IJJHJ!3 S'ii'~~m 
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SECRET
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE AND LIGEN KRULAK FROM LIGEN WALT
VISIT OF THE COMMANDER- -CHIEF AT CAM RANH BAY
So AT 0730 ON THE MORNING OF 26 OCTOBER I RECEIVED WORD
THAT THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF WOULD BE COMMING INTO CAM RANH
BAY ON THE 26TH INSTEAD OF INTO DANANG ON THE 27TH AS HAD
BEEN PREVIOUSLY PLANNED. WE WERE ASKED TO FURNISH A
PORTION OF THE HONOR GUARD , OUR PORTION TO CONSIST OF 200
MARINES IN COMBAT UNIFORM, TOGETHER WITH THE DIVISION AND
WING COMMANDERS ALL OF WHOM WERE TO BE AT CAM RAHH BAY
NOT LATER THAN 1500 ON THE 26TH. I WAS GIVEN ORDERS TO
PROCEED IMMEDIATELY TO CAM RANK BAY TO MEET WITH WESTY CONCERNING,
FINAL PREPARATIONS FOR THE OCCASION.
20 AT THIS MEETING, WESTY SADDLED BILL JONES WITH THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PLANNING THE ENTIRE OPERATION. SWEDE

PAGE TWO
LARSON WAS GIVEN THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SECURITY MOMYER
WAS GIVEN THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MOVING TROOPS IN FROM ALL
OVER THE COUNTRY, A TOTAL OF ABOUT 800 FOR THE HONOR GUARD.
I VOLUNTEERED TO MOVE OUR TROOPS BY OUR OWN AIRCRAFT. THIS
MEETING BROKE UP AT 1815 AND I FLEW BACK TO DANANG TO PASS
OUT INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING OUR CONTRIBUTION FOR THE OCCASION.
30 ALL KEY COMMANDERS WERE ASSEMBLED BY WESTY AT THE CAM
RANK BAY HEADQUARTERS BRIEFING ROOM ABOUT 15450 AMBASSADOR
LODGE AND OTHER CIVILIANS WERE PRESENT. THE PLAN OF THE
CEREMONY WAS LAID OUT, AND CERTAIN PERSONS WERE DELECATED
TO MEET THE PRESIDENT AT PLANE-SIDE AND ALSO TO SII WITH
HIM ON THE REVIEWING STAND. THIS GENERALLY INCLUDED ALL
3-STAR GENERALS AND ABOVE AND REAR ADMIRAL WARD. A SIZEABLE
VIETNAMESE DELEGATION SHOWED , INCLUDING THIEU, KYo VIEN AND
CO . THEY WERE PLACED AT THE HEAD OF THE RECEIVING LINE AT
PLANE-SIDE. THE HONOR GUARD AND CEREMONY WERE HELD ON ONE
OF THE PARKING APRONS OF THE AIRFIELD,
so AT 1635 THE PRESIDENT AND MR RUSK ARRIVED WITH AN OFFICIAL
PARTY OF ABOUT 15 AND AI LEAST 100 NEWSMEN. AFTER THE PLANE-
SIDE FORMALITIES, WE MOVED DIRECTLY TO THE REVIEWING STAND
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PAGE THREE
WHICH CONSISTED OF CHAIRS ON A LOW-ROY. HONORS WERE RENDERED,
THE PRESIDENT TROOPED THE LINE, AND RECEIVED THE HONOR GUARD
WHICH WAS MADE UP OF ALL U.S. SERVICES. HE THEN PINNED
DECORATIONS ON THREE ARMY PERSONNEL, ONE MARINE (GYSGT
COFFMANS, AND AN AIR FORCE CAPTAIN. HE THEN RETURNED TO
THE REVIEWING STAND AT WHICH TIME PRESIDENT THIEU MADE A
SHORT WELCOMING SPEECH AND TOLD NOW MUCH SOUTH VIETNAM
APPRECIATED WHAT THE U.S. HAD DONE AND WAS DOING FOR THEM.
AFTER THIS, PRESIDENT JOHNSON SPORE FOR ABOUT is MINUTES.
it WAS A VERY WARM ADDRESS DIRECTED AT THE TROOPS AND WAS
EXCEPTIONALLY WELL RECEIVED.
S. PRESIDENT JOHNSON THEN WENT WITH A SMALL PARTY TO THE
HOSPITAL TO VISIT SOME COMBAT CASUALTIES. FROM THERE, HE
WANT TO AN ENLISTED MESS FOR DINIER.
FOLLOWING THIS HE CAME TO THE OFFICER'S CLUB WHERE HE
AND MR RUSK TOOK OFF COAT AND TIE AND RELAXED WITH A DRINK
IN HAND FOR ABOUT 20 MINUTES WITH THE GENERAL OFFICERS. AT
THIS TIME PRESIDENT JOHNSON AGAIN SPOKE FOR ABOUT 10 MINUTES
STATING HOW PROUD AND GRATEFUL HE WAS FOR THE LEADERSHIP
THAT HAD BEEN SHOWN HERE IN VIETNAM & AND HOW H2 CONSIDERED

PAGE FOUR
GENERAL WESTMORELAND ONE OF THE FANEST LEADERS THE ARMY
EVER HAD . (I FORGOT TO MENTION THAT HE HAD ALREADY PINNED
A DISTIMBUSHED SERVICE MEDAL ON GENERAL WESTMORELAND AT
THE REVIEWING STAND AND SAID MANY WORDS OF PRAISE FOR THE
WORK HC HAD DONE AND THE LEADERSHIP HAD SHOWN IN THE
VIETNAM WAR
So AFTER THE SHORT SESSION WITH THE GENERAL OFFICERS, DURING;
WHICH MR RUSK ALSO SPOKE FOR ABOUT FIVE MINUTES ON THE IMPORTANCE
CF WHAT WE ARE DOING HERE, THE PRESIDENT AND PARTY WENT BACK
AND BOARDED THEIR AIRPLANE. THIS WAS NEARLY 20128 HOURS FROM
THE TIME THEY HAD LANDED. BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND MR RUSK
SEEMED IN EXCELLENT MOOD. II HAD THE FRIVILEGE OF A PERSONAL
CONVERSATION WITH THEM IN WHICH THEY LAUDED THE WORK THAT
HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED IN I CORPS.
70 GOING BACK TO THE PERIOD PRIOR TO THE PRESIDENT'S ARRIVAL,
AS SOON AS THE VIETNAMESE DELEGATION ARRIVED AT THE AIRFIELD
BOTH PRESIDENT THIEU AND PRIME MINISTER KY GAME OVER TO
WHERE I WAS STANDING ON THE SIDELINES AND EXPRESSED ID ME GREAT
ENTHUSIASM FOR WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE AT MANSLA. PRIME MINISTER
KY STATED THAT HE HAD TAKEN SEVERAL MINUTES OF THE PRESIDENT'S
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PAGE FIVE
TIME IN MANILA TO COMPLIMENT THE MARLIES 39 I CCRPS FOR THE
JOB THEY WERE DOING , NOT ONLY IN FIGHTING THE ENEMY, BUT FOR
WHAT WE WERE DOING FOR THE VIETNAMEST PEOPLE THIEU MADE
SIMILAR REMARKS. THESE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THIEU AND KY WERE
ENTIRELY VOLUNTARY I ASKED THEM NO QUESTIONS. CLEARLY WE MUST AT
LEAST HAVE THE BACKING OF GENERAL LAM IN OUR EFFORTS HERE AND
THIS, OF COURSE , IS ENCOURAGING, VERY RESPECTFULLY, LEW.
GPO4
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