
 DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET • 

' .. 
. :; I GINA'!' OR = CG FMF'PAO 

= 

.FItE g COpy F'I LLER OF=====2====~,=co~n:s 

[~Af g RECEIVED ~ R> EN\1ElO?E SA~O to CONltUN eOfU:S..J..::L0P' =2= 

C~1PIE'S OF c.~uc MESS~GE ¢4¢113l MAR 61== 

RECE IVED BV 8===========,=>DA'lr flXfv1:€======= 

THtS MESSAGE IS'PRIORITY PRECEDENCE. AN 
IS NOT REQUIRED. . 

.. , 

DTG AI! ONT H==~4=-~=-1"",_!..;3=Z=M=AR==,6:::2::7=====~~======== 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

CCN : 029 19FILLER

DTG: 040113Z MAR 67MONTH

CG FMFPACOGINAT OR

EXCLUSIVECATEGORY

in EN
FILE: COPY FILLER 2 COPIESOF

MAF : RECEIVED (I) ENVELOPE SAID TO CONTAIN COPIES 1-2 OF 2

COPIES OF CG EMEPAC 0401132 MAR 67MESSAGE

RECEIVED BY: DATE/TIME

bourned
THIS MESSAGE IS PRIORITY PRECEDENCE. AN IMMEDIATE ANSWER

$2
I

douby

IS NOT REQUIRED.

0401132 MAR 67DTG MONTH

SECRET

#21

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

MARINE CORPS EYES ONL)
P 040113
FM CG FMFPAC
TO CG III MAF

EXCLUSIVE

CG FIRST MAW
CG FMFPAC (FWD )
CG NINTH MAB
BT
SLECRET I
EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN WALT, MAJGEN ROBERTSHAW, BGEN VAN STOCKUM
AND BGEN METZGER FROM LIGEN KRULAK MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.

=130 UTILIZATION (U)
Do A RECENT QUERY FROM PACAF REGARDING THE UTILIZATION OF MARCORPS
K6-130'S IN VIETNAM LEADS ME TO BELIEVE THAT RENEWED EFFORTS MAY
BE DIRECTED TOWARD GAINING CONTROL OF OUR ASSETS . SPECIFIC
QUESTIONS ASKED WERE 8
Ao HOW MANY KC a130 AIRCRAFT ARE IN SVN?
8. ARE THEY REFUELING STRIKE A/C IN.ROUTE PACKAGE ONE AND STEEL
TIGER ?
Co WHERE ELSE DO THEY REFUEL AIRCRAFT
D. WHAT TYPE AIRCRAFT ARE THEY REFUELING?
20 I BELIEVE THEY ARE EITHER LOOKING: FOR-ADDITIONAL REFUELING
RESOURCES OR HOPING IO INCORPORATE OUR KC 130°S INTO THE
OVERALL WESTPAC AIR LOGISTIC SUPPORT SYSTEM. THE LATTER IS MORE
LIKELY.
30 IN LARGE MEASURE WE HAVE JUSTIFIED AND DEFENDED RETENTION OF OUR
KC-130 AIRCRAFT BASED UPON THEIR PURE OPERATIONAL FUNCTION : THE
CAPABILITY TO PROVIDE ASSAULT AIR TRANSPORTATION OF PERSONNEL,
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES AND THE PROVISION. OF AERIAL REFUELING
SERVICE IN SUPPORT OF FLEET MARINE FORCES.
40 THE SPECIFIC TASKS THAT ASSOCIATE WITH THE AFORE MENTIONED MARINE
MISSION, AND ON WHICH WE SHOULD CONCENTRATE ARE AS FOLLOWS 8
Ao PROVIDE ASSAULT AIR TRANSPORT OF AIR LANDED TROOPS AND COMBAT
CARGO BETWEEN AIR HEAD OF SUPPLY AND SMALL COMBAT FIELDS IN THE
OFJECTIVE AREA WHERE FOR REASONS OF TIME OR AIRCRAFT AVAILABILITY,
USE OF OUR OWN ASSETS IS OPERATIONALLY REQUIRED
3'o PROVIDE AIR DELIVERY OF COMBAT CARGO AND EMERGENCY RESUPPLY TO
INCLUDE AIR DROP INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA. DURING NIGHT AND
ALL-WEATNER CONDITIONS UNDER CONTROL OF OUR ASSAULI RADAR TEAMS ;
0 ALSO A UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCE.

Co PROVIDE AERIAL REFUELING SERVICE 70 FLEET MARINE FORCE UNITS
D. PROVIDE CASUALTY EVACUATION FROM FIELDS WITHIN THE OBJECTIVE
AREA.
E. PROVIDE AIRCRAFT FOR AIRBORNE DASC /COMMAND POST FUNCTIONS
WHEN REQUIRED FOR SPECIAL OPERATIONS.
F O PROVIDE A CAPABILITY OF LONG-RANGE DIRECT DELIVERY OF HIGH
PRIORITY MATERIAL AND PERSONNEL TO ALLEVIATE AN EMERGENCY COMBAT
SITUATION, WHEREIN OTHER MEANS OF SUITABLE AIR TRANSPORT ARE NOT
READILY AVAILABLE.
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5. IN CARRYING OUT THESE TASKS IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE AVOID
BECOMING INVOLVED IN OPERATIONS WHICH COULD BE CONSTRUED AS
DUPLICATIVE OF SERVICES NORMALLY THE RESPONSIBILITY OF INTRA
THEATER AIRLIFT FORCES. IT IS THEREFORE IMPERATIVE THAT WE ASSOCIATE
EACH AND EVERY FLIGHT WITH SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS WHICH GENERATE
FROM ONE OR MORE OF THE ACCEPTABLE TASKS'
60 ALTHOUGH WE HAVE DONE REASONABLY WELL IN AVOIDING REPETITIVE
SCHEDULES AND IN RELATING MOVEMENTS OF, PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT
DIRECTLY WITH URGENT COMBAT REQUIREMENTS, WE MUST CONTINUE TO
SCRUTINIZE CLOSELY ALL OF OUR AIR TRANSPORT OPERATIONS. THE FOLLOWING
SUGGESTIONS ARE PERTINENT
A. UTILIZE AERIAL REFUELING, AS A MATTER OF ROUTINE , FOR ALL TACTICAL
AIR CRAFT ROTATIONS BETWEEN JAPANSOKINAWA.-AND RVN.
B. MAINTAIN IN-FLIGHT REFUELING PROFICIENCY OF ALL FIXED WING
TACTICAL PILOTS.
Co UTILIZE INFLIGHT REFUELING IN TACTICAL OPERATIONS WHEREVER IT
WILL CONTRIBUTE TO OPERATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS.
D. MAKE CERTAIN THAT ALL AIRCRAFT TEMPORARILY RETAINED IN COUNTRY
ARE ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIFIC COMBAT REQUIREMENTS o KEEP THE NUMBER
AT A MINIMUM IN CONSIDERATION OF BONIFIDE REQUIREMENTS REQUESTING
AUGMENTATION ONLY WHEN FACED WITH INCREASED DEMANDS RESULTING FROM
TACTICAL DEVELOPMENTS.
E. ENSURE THAT THE AIRCRAFT PRESENT IN-COUNTRY ARE VIEWED BY ALL
CONCERNED AS ITINERANT $ THAT THEY ARE IN RVN FOR EXECUTION OF SPECIFIC
COMBAT MISSIONS AND THAT THEY RETURN: TO OKINAWA UPON COMPLETION OF
THEIR ASSIGNMENTS.
80 AVOID INFRINGEMENT ON INIRA -THEATER AIR TASKS. HERE WE MUST BE
JUDICIOUS IN THE CHOICE OF WHAT AND HOW MUCH WE HANDLE WITH ORGANIC
RESOURCES WHATEVER WE HAUL MUST BE IDENTIFIED WITH AN AUTHORIZED
TASK. IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT CHWTO HAS CONSISTENTLY FULFILLED , AND
IN SOME INSTANCES EXCEEDED, OUR STATED AIRLIFT REQUIREMENTS FOR
SERVICE BETWEEN OKINAWA AND DANANG. WE SHOULD REVIEW OUR POLICY
FOR SOLICITING THEIR ASSISTANCE AND RAISE OUR REQUIREMENTS WHENEVER
APPROPRIATE THEREBY INCREASING UTILIZATION OF THEIR CAPABILITY
IF AVAILABLE. MEANWHILE WE MUST MAINTAIN OUR ORGANIC KC-130 UTILIZATION
BY INCREASING THEIR USAGE FOR OTHER TASKS UNIQUE TO THE MARINE
CORPS MISSION
7 BECAUSE THESE MATTERS, IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, HAVE AN IMPACT
ON EACH OF YOU, AND ARE THEREFORE OF. MUTUAL CONCERN TO ALL OF US
I LOOK FORWARD I O DISCUSSING THEM WITH YOU DURING MY FORTH COMING
TRIP.
BEST REGARDS.
GP 04
BT
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CONDIDENIIALE
PERSONAL FOR LIGEN WALT FROM LIGEN KRULAK
ARTILLERY FIRING PLATFORMS (ii)

A. COMUSMACV 0111172 MAR 67
1. WITH RESPECT TO 9TH INFOIV'S PROBLEM IN THE
DELIA OUTLINE IN REF A, II OCCUR S TO ME THAT
HERE MAY BE A CHANCE TO RECIPROCATE FOR THE SUPPORT
MACV HAS GIVEN US WITH The 175°S AND AT THE
SAME TIME TUP OUR SPECIAL CAPAGILITIES TO AN
OPERATIONAL TEST AND GAIN SOME ADDITIONAL EX-
PERIENCE o WHAT I HAVE IN MIND IS THE OFFER TO
MACV OF A PLATOON FROM IST ARMORED AMPHIBIAN

11-or

COMPANY.
2. IF YOU AGREE, I SUGGEST YOU BR UACH THE SUBJECT
DIRECT TO MACV BY MESSAGE, INFU ALL CONCERNED, AT
WHICH TIME WE WILL CONCUR o MEANSHILE D" I AM SURE I

W

PAGE 2 YYNA 5.70 C 0 I A.L
CAN GET MORE LUTH -6°S OUT OF USMC DEPOT STOCK IF YOU WANT
THEM, ALTHOUGH THE PEOPLE MIGHT COME HARDER. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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10 HERE IS A MOST INTERESTING CAS REPORT. IF TRUE , IT CAN AFFECT OUR
OPERATIONS IN ICIZ.
QUOTE. A. ROK DEFENSE MINISTER SAYS PRESIDENT PAK
AGREES WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO GENERAL CH O E TO MAINTAIN QUOTE
STATUS QUO UNQUOTE IN VIETNAM UNTIL AFTER ROK ELECTIONS 8 ON 27 FEB-
RUARY THE MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE SMNDY KIM SONG-UN SAID THAT
ALTHOUGH HE PREVIOUSLY HAD WRITTEN TO LT. GENERAL CH ° E E E MYONG
SIN THE COMMANDING GENERAL IN VIETNAM, THAT HE SHOULD NOT TAKE
POSITIVE ACTION IN ANY MILITARY OPERATION, HE AGAIN PERSONALLY
INSTRUCTEDHIM WHEN HE RECENTLY VISITED VIETNAM CG GENERAL CH ' AC
WAS INSTRUCTED MERELY TO TAKE A QUOTE NEGATIVE ATTITUDE UNQUOTE IN
CARRYING OUT MILITARY OPERATIONS , MAINTAINING THE QUOTE STATUS QUO
UNQUOIE , IN ORDER TO AVOID HEAVY CASUALITES OF ROK TROOPS. (FIELD
COMMENT 8 FKS -7330 REPORTED THE MND S ORIGINAL INSTRUCTION TO
GENERAL CH AE.D

B. THE MND SAID THE MAJORITY OF THE ROK TROOPS PRESENTLY ARE
STATIONED AT COASTAL AREAS WHICH ARE CONSIDERED SAFE FROM THE SECURITY
STANDPOINT SO THAT THE ROK CAN SEND MORE CIVILIAN WORKERS TO THESE
AREAS WHERE THEY CAN WORK UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE ROK OCCUPATION
FORCES. THE MND SAID THESE COAST AL AREAS ARE THE BEST IN VIETNAM FOR
THE ROK TO EARN FOREIGN EXCHANGE SINCE MOST OF THE ROK WORKERS EARN
MONEY FOR DOING STEVEDORING WORK. THE MND SAID, HOWEVER THAT ME
WAS AFRAID IF GENERAL CH ° AE WERE EXCESSIVELY PRAISED FOR HIS
OUTSTANDING SERVICE, MIGHT MOVE THE ROK TROOPS INTO OTHER AREAS
FOR FURTHER MILITARY ACHIEVEMENT WHEN REQUESTED BY THE AMERICANS
FOR THIS REASON HE SAID HE PERSONNALLY TOLD GENERAL CH°AD NOT
TO TAKE ANY MILITARY ACTION WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION OBTAINED FROM THE
MND IN ADVANCE.

Co THE MND SAID WHEN HE REPORTED THIS TO PRESIDENT PAK SEVERAL
DAYS AGO THE PRESIDENT FULLY AGREED WITH HIM. THE PRESIDENT SAID
THAT IF THE ROK TROOPS MOVED OUT OF THE COASTAL AREAS TO OTHER AREAS,THE ROK MIGHT LOSE THE AREAS WHERE THEY HAVE FIRMLY BUILT UP GROUNDS
FOR EARNING FOREIGN EXCHANGE. UNQUOTE ,
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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C 0 I D E N T I AL C 34158 FEB 57. FOR LIGEN WALI,
MAJ GEN ROBERTSKAY FROM LT GEN MO MYER. DELIVER DURING DUTY
HOURS. PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR THE SUPPORT
PROVIDED 7TH AIR FORCE DURING THE PERIOD 22 0 26 FEB 67. OUR
CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT OPERATION JUCTION CITY WITH THE QUANTITY
OF TACTICAL AIR REQUESTED WAS GREATLY ENHANCED 3Y THE IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE AND FLEXIBILITY OF THE FIRST MARINE AIR WING. THE
PLANNING , COORDINATION AND EFFECTIVE EMPLOYMENT OF TACTICAL
AIR DURING THIS PERIOD WAS AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF HIGHLY
SUCCESSFUL TEAM WORK BY OUX SEVERAL FORCES. REQUEST THAT YOU
CONVEY TO YOUR OFFICERS AND MEN MY CONGRATULATIONS FOR THEIR
EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE DURING THIS PERIOD.
GP-40
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SECRET SPECAI EXQLUSIVE FOR ADM JOHNSON, VADM HYLAND, LI GEN
WALT, RADM WARD , RADM RICHARD SON FM VADM CONNOLLY.
10 SENAT OR HARRY F. BYRD , JR , MEMBER OF SENATE ARMED SERVICES
COMMITTEE, BEING SENT TO SOUTHEAST ASIA BY C HAIRMAN RUSSELL
HE WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY C OL ONEL WOODBURN do MICKEL, USA ,
SENATE /CONGRESSIONAL LAISON.
THEIR PROPOSED ITINERAR Y AS FOLLOWS:

D PI FRIENDSHIP VIA UAL 51019 MAR 0930
ARR HONCLULU CINC PAC BRIEFING19 MAR 1605
VISIT PEARL HAR BOR .
D PT HONOLULU VIA PAA 841.21 MAR 0215
ARR GUAM ACTUAL SAC MISSION22 MAR 0610
BRIEFING AND WATCH 852 S
TAKE OFF FOR RAID.
D PT GUAM VIA MIL ACFT (I-39).22 MAR 1300

2? MAR ARR VIET NAM1630
^ 10 COMMAND, STATE, AND AiD BRIEFINGS .

2. LAND ABOARD CARRIER IN TONKIN BAY.\
ER IEFINGS AND RON.

30 VISIT FIELD FORCES AS
DETERMINED BY NACC .

4. VISIT WITH CGTHIRD MAF AND TROOPS .
50 VISIT CAM RANH BAY.
6. VISIT SEVENTH AIR FORCE.
DPT SAIGON VIA MIL ACFT.57 MAR 1500

27 MAR ARR THAILAND1630
10 VISIT AMBASSAD OR

2. BRIEFINGS AND VISIT WITH
C OMUSMACT HA

30 VISIT BA NGK OK .

4. VISIT UD OR N o

D PT THAILAND VIA T.I 702.?9 MAR 1740
29 MAR ARR HONG KONG.2130

D PT HONG KONG VIA CX 572.30 MAR 1515
ARR TAIWAN BRIEFINGS AND INSPECTIONS30 MAR 1630
AS DETERMINED BY COMMAND VISIT CHANG
KAI SHEK.
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~
. SEE HIM OFF' BY em _ ST.A eN HOPI'ULL Y TOE NTER PR XSE (I 

'l~ THEREAfTER HE COULD CARRY OUT THE PROPOSED SCHEDULE 0 PICKING 
~ UP A COMMA ND 8R IEF't NG FR OM GE [II WESTM~ELA NO S FE OR .. E X N SA I (lON 
~ ON THE ~6l'H CR 21IH g 1 BELIEVE HE WILL CHANGE HIS ITINEmRV fi.S 
~ SU GGESTED 0 SE NAT rn BYRD IS A GREAT FR IE ND OF THE NAV Y A ND OF' 

~'l ~ THE M n. IT AR Yo HIS Tt~ 0 SON S ARE ~AR HlE S tHT H C!~ ON ACT IVE our Y 

~~h NOd 0 IT \tJOULD BE PARTICUlARLY ~JCRTH ~JHILE IF' HE CAN EE ~IVEN THE 
~ FULll'HREE DC1.LAR TREATrf:ENT BY RICHARDSON fiND COMPANY ON YANKEE 
~ rEMl OPERATIONS 8NQ BY LEW WMT PC! E"EC'RPS QPEOQITQ~SA THE 
~ REASON fOR HI'S TR!P!S 10 BECOI'f;E BEITER INfCRfr.ED ABCUT THE ~JAR 
~ AND THE M!L IT AR Y OPER AT! ONS II HE H(l.S NOT PREV! oust y VISITED THE 
~ fAR EAST AND IS lOOIONG FCR1.I.IARD ENTHUSIASTICALLY AND \HTH Gf£AT 
~ INTEREST TO HIS TR IP 0 

~~~ J ONF!~D~~C~P! ~~~ O:R ~~f1 ~ ti~ ~~ g~~EJ NT ~H3~D~~ s~: ~D~~ ~OA~ D~!ORE 
~h APPRECIATING. OUR SITUATICNS o 
'l~~ 40 FOR ADM JOHNSON o IF' YOU p OR BUSH WOULD DO 'tHE COURTESIES 

~
~h WHEN HE GETS TO HONCLULU (Uf\IlESS ADIi': SHARP ~JlSHES TO HANDLE-

~ 
IT, Ii WOULD BE A PPREC IATED TO NO E ~1f) 0 

'l~ 50 FeR VADf'I: HYLAND 0 IF ENTGRELY CONVENIENT FeR YCU TO r1AKE 
;t',h; CONTACT ~lnH SENATffi BYRD 0 I M~ SURE HE l..JILL Nor ONL Y APFRECIATE 

IT SUT GA rNA L or FR Q"v] IT a INS A Y G ON WE DOE S N or tv A NT E IT HE R 
STATE CR AID BRIEFINGS BUT IS VERY DESIR aJS OF CETTING THE 
CO~1MAND BRIEF'ING BY GEN \vESTMmELANDS F'EOFLE o POSSlav COMNAVF'ORV 
CAN HELP TAKE CARE OF THINGS THEREo A~ YOU-"ULL NOTE, I SUf';(;ES'fED 
T HAT HE N ar GET THE Cotv'iMA ND BR IEI' I NG UN! Il HE HAS SEE N 
SOMETHING OF' .B/UES AND OPERATIONS FIRST G I APCLOGIZE A mIN FOO 
ADDING TO YOUR BURDENS BUT WE BENEFIT BY THE fOR IENDSHIP AND 
ASSISTANCE Of' PEOPLE LIKE SENATOR BYRD AND AT THE SAt~E TH~E 
HELP HHi AND HIS WORK ON THE AR['t,ED SERVICES CCMMXTTEEo 
~j ARM RE SARD S 0 

GP o 4 
BT ~ 
~. '. . 4,t.r ~ 
~fffJfff~ SECRET /////C;;~/;/;;/J;;'J~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

D PT TAIWAN VIA CT 32001 APR 0800
ARR TOKYO.134501 APR
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AR R USARAL COMMAND ERIEFINGS01 A PR 0652
AND VISITS AS DETERMINED BY
COMMAND
D PT USAR AL VIA N.o W. NR 6.02 A PR 0800
AR R DULLES.02 A PR 22 08

70 SENATOR BYRD WAS A MEMBER OF MY WORLD WAR TWO SQUAD RON
AND WE HAVE REMAINED FRIENDS T HR OU GH THE YEARS. YESTERDAY, HE
ASKED ME FOR ADVICE ON HIS PR OPOSED ITINERARY I SUGGESTED THAT
HE GO FROM GUAM TO DANANG RATHER THAN IO SAIGON ON 22 MAR WHE RE
I HOPED GENERAL WALT COULD MEET HIM BRIEF HIM IF POSSIBLE, AND
SEE HIM OFF BY COD FOR YANKEE STATION HOPFILLY TO ENTER PR ISE o

THEREAFTER HE COULD CARRY OUT THE PR OPOSED SC HEDULE , PICKING
UP A COMMAND BRIEFING FROM GEN WESTMORELANDS PE OPLE IN SAIGON
ON THE 26TH OR 27TH. I BELIEVE HE WILL C HANGE HIS ITINE RA RY AS
SUGGESTED. SENAT OR BYRD IS A GREAT FRIEND OF THE NAVY AND OF
THE MILITARY. HIS TWO SONS ARE MARINES WITH ONE ON ACTIVE DUTY
NOW. IT WOULD BE PARTICULARLY WORTH WHILE IF HE CAN E GIVEN THE
FULL THREE DOLAR TREATMENT BY RICHARDSON AND COMPANY ON YANKEE
TEAM OPERATIONS AND BY LEW WALT ON EVEC 8 DC OPERATIONS. THE
REAS ON FOR HIS TRIP IS IO BEC OME BETTER INFORMED A BOUT THE WAR
AND THE MILITARY OPERATION: HE HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY VISITED THE
FAR EAST AND IS L OOKING FORWARD ENTHUSIASTICALLY AND WITH GREAT
INTEREST TO HIS TRIP.
3. IN MY OPINI ON THERE IS NO ONE IN WHOM WE CAN REPOSE MORE
CONFIDENCE AND TRUST WHEN IT COMES 0 UNDERSTANDING AND
APPRECIATING OUR SITUATIONS.
4. FOR ADM JOHNSON IF YOU, OR BUSH WOULD DOTHE COURTESIES
WHEN HE GET'S TO HONCLULU (UNLESS ADM SHAR P WISHES TO HANDLE
IT) IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED TO NO END .
5. FOR VADM HYLAND IF ENTIRELY C ONVENIENT FOR YOU TO MAKE
CONTACT WITH SENAT OR BYRD , I AM SURE HE WILL NOT ONLY APPRECIATE
IT BUT GAIN A L OT FR OM IT . IN SAIGON HE DOES NOT WANT EITHER
STATE OR AID BRIEFINGS BUT IS VERY DESIR CUS OF GETTING THE
COMMAND BRIEFING BY GEN WESTMORELANDS PE OPLE. POSSIBLY C OMNAVFOR
CAN HELP TAKE CARE OF THINGS THERE. AS YOU WILL NOTE, I SUGGESTED
THAT HE NCT GET THE COMMAND BRIEFING UNTIL HE HAS SEEN
SOMETHING OF BA SES AND OPERATIONS FIRST I APCL OGIZE A A I N F OR

ADDING TO YOUR BURDENS BUT WE BE NEFIT BY THE FRIENDSHIP AND
ASSISTANCE OF PE OPLE LIKE SENATOR BYRD AND AT THE SAME TIME
HELP HIM AND HIS WORK ON THE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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~ N DEP'~ s~!~ LUiijJ~ tit: 
~ P HGI43Z MAR 61 
~ FM ADMINO F~FP~C 

TO CG F:v!FP~~ (IF' I 
INFO CG II I Mil F' ~ ''; 

~ CG FIRST MAlJ) \ b' ~ 
~ ~\ eRE T A~075 RPr AM ~75 
~ lY! R I NE CORPS EYES 0 NL Y HA NDt. I NG 
~ PERSONAL FOR LTGEN KRplAK INFO lTGI!N WAll AND MAJ GF.:N 
~ ROSERYSH.a\" FROM ff,AJGEN TIiARXI\l 

~ ~:Rg~~i~GR~~~T~~:~~e~U~ESTPAC TRIP DEBRIEF CONDUCTED HERE 

~'l"~" R3 MARCH!) HE STATED THAT trJE WERE lUCKY WE DIDNQI LOSE A 
~ NUMBER OF A IR CR~ F1 TO T HE ROCKEl' AtTACK IN DA NA NG 0 HE 
~ MENTiONED l' HilT O~JE ROUND LANDED I NS1DEA N EMPTY CF.:f'I!ENT 
'l~lf'h~ R~VETMENT l.l.rm COMPlETELY SPRAYED tHE INSIDE WITH FRAG"" 
I'h f1ENTtI.TION HE 4DDED THAt All HOUG H THE AIR FORCE IS ALIY:OST 
~~ COMPlETElY,REVETTEDfj THE MARINES STILL HAVE. SONE AIRCRAfT 

~" NGY REVETTED 0 AND tHAT 11 IS IMPORtANT 1i'HAT THE MARINES 
'l'~ GET ON WITH ITo 
~ 20 fOR GEN KRUlA 1(0 A OETAXlEO ACCOUNT OF THE DEBRlEfH1G 
~ ~,ytl BE MADE ON ARRIVALo:SIGNlfICtd\l! U'EMS,INCLUDE SAME SUBJECT 
~ MY U2233Z o 

~ GP.,,3 

~, BT 

~ ~ 

SLOAL

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
MAF DE PAC SUPVR
P 1401432 MAR 67
FM ADMINO FMFPAC

(PERSONAL FOR)

TO CG FMFPAC
INFO CG III MAF
CG FIRST MAW
BT

AM075 RPT AM 875S EC R E . T
M RINE CORPS EYES ONLY HANDLING
PERSON-L FOR LIGEN KRILAK INFO LIGEN WALT AND MAJ GEN
ROBERTSHAW FROM MAJGEN THARIN
AIRCRAFT REVETMENTS (U)
so DURING ADM SHARP'S WESTPAC TRIP DEBRIEF CONDUCTED HERE
13 MARCH, HE STATED THAT WE WERE LUCKY WE DIDN'T LOSE A
NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT TO THE ROCKET ATTACK IN DANANG. HE
MENTIONED THAT ONE ROUND LANDED INSIDE AN EMPTY CEMENT
REVETMENT AND COMPLETELY SPRAYED THE INSIDE WITH FRAG
MENTATION HE ADDED THAT ALT HOUGH THE AIR FORCE IS ALMOST
COMPLETELY REVETTED, THE MARINES STILL HAVE SOME AIRCRAFT
NG Y REVETTED, AND THAT II IS IMPORTANT THAT THE MARINES
GET ON WITH IT.
2. FOR GEN KRULAK. A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE DEBRIEFING
WILL BE MADE ON ARRIVAL. SIGNIFICANT ITEMS INCLUDE SAME SUBJECT
MY 1122332.
GP-3
BT
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P 1619232: MAR 17 ,.. l) 
Fr~ COMUSMa CV 
INFO 1 n MA F 
o 15 t639Z rr.,AR 67 
F'V eG' I F'F'ORCEV N!-!A RVN 

~
YO COit!us~· VV sa!~ RV'J 

r~ I Nro COf'iUSM' CV COC SG .': RVIIi 
~I FFORCEV L~JO TO M/.\CV SGN RV~ 

~~~TE C R f!: T AVFfLGC 1\0987 PERSO\':Al FDV GEN WES1 0 

~ 
MOREt A ND FROtf. LTG LARSE Nil 

~
SUBJECT' VISIT OF' C(WUS~~CV9 IS MIlR 1967 (U) 

~ 
io (5) DURI~GHA VISIT TO HQS 41 H P!F DIVo GEN WESTi~OREtAND 

'l~vJ"S BP.IEFED BY GE~ lARSE~l AND REPRESENTATIVE OF THE I FF'ORC!!:V 
~STAFF ON CURRE~l' INTELLIGEI\)CEJ) CI)PRENl' OPERtl.TIONS, CNA FUTURE PLA\IS o 

~GEN PfERS ?RIEF"F.D COIV!USivlACV ON THE SITUATION IN THE SA~ HOUSTPO~ An" 
~h2o (S) DURDIG THESE BRIEnNGS~ GEN \~ESn10RELAND ISSUED THE 

. FOLLOW ING GUIDA NCE ~ 
'l"~ A" I F'F'ORCEV SHOULD EXERT PREUSURE TO HAVE CONSTRUCTION OF 
~T HF ~n' PI! c~~p IN BINH 0 I NH PROVI ~CE EXPED !TED. ~S SOONA1J THE 

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 2S9iC S ECR E TO '. 
BINH DINH P\\' CA~P IS COMPLETED lI THE POPULJl.!ION OF THE CAMP AT PLEIKU 
SHOULD !:IE REDUVFD BY TRANSFER TO THE NEW FACILITY., THE SECURITY OF 
THE C~MP AT PLEIKU IS OF' CO~JCF.:RM TO COMUSM.~CVo THE 4TH DIV SHOULD 

~
EXF.RClSE ITS REI\C'fIOfl: fiORCE BY MOVING IT TO VIC OF' THE CAfI"P AND 

~ 
CONDUCT PJG' :-JIGHT PATROLS A ND Ar~BUSHES" 

~ 
3 .. I F'FORCEV SHOl'LD PlAN FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF T~E 1I101ST 

~
AB~' onr:: IN THE 90UN 1'11 GA AREf\ BY 1 APR OR Et:lRLIER IF POSSIBLE" 

~CU':flRA")CE ~'ILL_ . .EF',..03TAYNED FROM VO:>1USI'I:~CV BEFORE THE 3DE IS DEPLOYED 
~TO THI': AR}!:l\o !tlE''1fAME MGCORMICK~ USED UNTIL T ~"AR IN PLA~~S FOR 
~THIS Opr.:R(lTln~·)o HAS BE:EN CH.4NGED TO SUM~1ERAlL" 
~ Co GEN l.ARSgN SHOULD DISCUSS "'ITH GE~ VH1H LOC ~lETHODS ax 

~~\\'HICH SUBTLE PRESSURES CA~J BE PUT ON THE FRENCH P'LATATION O\\'~lERS 11IJ 

~~THJ;' PAN ~rE THOU! AREA TO DISSUADE THE:'>! F'p.nr~ HAR3.0RHJG AMD PAYING 
~~TflXES 'TO"THE VCo 4L-SO A~VN SHOULD pur AGENTS INTO THE PLATATIO~S 
~TO OETAIN HJF()R·~!I·TIOM ON VC ACTIVITIESo GEN LARSEN WILL SEND A , 
~ MESSA~F. TO CO;11US~1ACV OUTLING PROPOSED ACTIONS AFTER H1S DISC(JSSION~ 

~~'HT H GF ~l vum LOCo 

~ Dol XFORCEV SHOUl.D LOO K AT tHE 811 SE AT TI-IE PHA ~I T HIET AIR .... 
~FIELJ TO srv. IF' IT IS LARGER THAN ~EQUIREDo FURTHER 9 X FFORCEV 
~ UHOl'I.D CONsiDER HAVING .2'.7 C/\vMOV€ TO SONG ~.O (BN2S~5) A~'D np~RATE 
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FM COMUSMACV
INFO III MAF
0 1516392 MAR 67
FV CG I FFORCEV NHA RVN
TO COMUSM- VV SG I RUN
INFO COMUSM. CV COC SG RVN
I FFORCEV L NO TO MACV SG N RVN
BT
SECRET AVFA GC A0987 PERSONAL FOV GEN WEST-
MORELAND FROM LTG LARSEN.
SUBJECT - VISIT OF COMUSMACV, 15 MAR 1967 (U)

1. (S) DURING HA VISIT TO HQS 4TH INF DIV, GEN WESTMORELAND
WAS BRIEFED BY GEN LARSEN AND REPRESENTATIVE OF THE I FFORCEV
STAFF ON CURRENT INTELLIGENCE, CURRENT OPERATIONS, CNA FUTURE PLANS.
GEN PEERS BRIEFED COMUSMA CV ON THE SITUATION IN THE SAM HOUSTPON AO.

2. (S) DURING THESE BRIEFINGS, GEN WESTMORELAND ISSUED THE
FOLLOWING GUIDANCE:

A. I FFORCEV SHOULD EXERT PREUSURE TO HAVE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE NEW PW CAMP IN BINH DINH PROVINCE EXPEDITED. AS SOON AU THE

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 2591C E TO
BINH DINH PW CAMP IS COMPLETED, THE POPULATION OF THE CAMP AT PLEIKU
SHOULD BE REDUVED BY TRANSFER TO THE NEW FACILITY. THE SECURITY OF
THE CAMP AT PLEIKU IS OF CONCERM TO COMUSMACV. THE 4TH DIV SHOULD
EXERCISE ITS REACTION FORCE BY MOVING IT TO VIC OF THE CAMP AND
CONDUCTING NIGHT PATROLS AND AMBUSHES.

B. I FFORCEV SHOULD PLAN FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1/101ST
ABN RDE IN THE BOUN MI GA AREA BY 1 APR OR EARLIER IF POSSIBLE.
CLEARANCE WILL BF. OBTAINED FROM VOMUSMACV BEFORE THE 3DE IS DEPLOYED
TO THE AREA. THE NAME MGCORMICK, USED UNTIL T MAR IN PLANS FOR
THIS OPERATION. HAS BEEN CHANGED TO SUMMER ALL.

C. GEN LARSEN SHOULD DISCUSS WITH GEN VINH LOC METHODS BX
WHICH SUBTLE PRESSURES CAN BE PUT ON THE FRENCH PLATATION OWNERS IN
THE BAN ME THOUT AREA TO DISSUADE THEM FROM HARBORING AND PAYING
TAXES TO THE VC. AL-SO AR VN SHOULD PUT AGENTS INTO THE PLATATIONS
TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON VC ACTIVITIES. GEN LARSEN WILL SEND A

MESSAGE TO COMUSMACV OUTLING PROPOSED ACTIONS AFTER HIS DISCUSSIONS

WITH GEN VINH LOC.
D. I XFORCEV SHOULD LOOK AT THE BASE AT THE PHAN THIET AIR-

FIELD TO SEE IF IT IS LARGER THAN REQUIRED. FURTHER, I FFORCEV
UHOULD CONSIDER HAVING 2/7 CAV MOVE TO SONG MAD (BN2645) AND OPERATE
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~ Pll(;V .3 RUMS~A 2~69.1C :S E eRE T rh IN THAT AlH':W FOR THREE Of FOUR 1,!,1EEKSo 

.3", (5) GE II! ~.IEST :vlORELA tID AS l<ED 1FT HE ROK FOR CES HAVE BEE~IVE 
.r~~U"'ITI0No THE A~S\"aRD WHICH \"/.\U NOT AVAILABLE AT THE BRIEF"ING o IS 

iHjlT 4.32 ROUNDS OF' 105MM BEEHIVE A.r4t4UNITION HAS BEEN ALLOCAiED TO 
ROl( F'ORCESo 
lao (5) FOLlo\HNG THE BRIEfINGS AT HQS 4TH INF DIV 9 CO~USMACV 
liND CG I FF'ORCEV TRAVZLED TO THE 1ST CAV DIV CPo DURING DiSCUSSIONS 
THERE~ GEN WESTf'fOR.FLAND ISSUED THE FOLLOlHNG GUIDANCEg 

Ao CG I FFORGEV ~lILL MEET ~IITH COo 5TH SPECIAL FORCES 
GROUP tiNB REVrnJ TH PRIORITY Of eroG eA~~PS IN II CORPS TACTICAL 
ZONE \I'ITH EMPHASIS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF PLACING CArf:PS AT lZ PONY 
CBR'79Q3) A~JD IN BOTH ENDS Of THE AN LAO VALLEYo cor~usr4ACV CONe;> 

:;I"~ SIDII:RS TH~T A ~INI:v!U~ OX 2 AND POSSIBLY ALL THREE OF THESE C~~'1PS ARE 

~~ RlfQUIRI'Do FURTHER~ THE POSSILBILXTY OF' USYI\lG ONE HALF' OF A SPECIAL 

~;I'h F'O~Cli:S A TEVRH OR LlDB TO ESTABLISH A croG CAMP AT X,Q.N~AK CBR4265) 
'l~ SHOULl) rw DISCt!SSED \qJITH COo 5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROQPo 
~ Bo I FFORCEV SHOULD PREPARE PLANS TO DEPLOY ONE BN TASK 
~ fOGCE (APPROXI~ATEL V 10?J0 !'lEN) 10 Due PHD (B5728·1) ON OR AF'TER 10 
~... APG TO RElI~VE THE MtHHNE F'O~CES ttPHICH ARE fURNISHING PRnTECTIOIll 
~ FOR D~V[LnpME~ nF ~ CIDG C~MP IN THE AREA. 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ ~ 

Pl\G~ 4 Rt!t~SMf\ 269 ac SEC RET 
Co I F'fORCEV SHOULD PREPARE PLANS TO nlTsonUCE A FORCE UP? 

TO RDE STRENGTH 11\10 SOUTHERN QUAMG ~!GAI TO OPERATE IN THE AREA OF 
O~J TO B 55 732) -t10 0 UC (B57254) aD UC PHO (85124 i> UNDER I F'FORCEV CONTROL 
COM CQit1US~ACV IND.ICL\TED THAT THiS COtJTENGENCY ;.'lIGHT 
~OT B~H H"PLE~ENTED BEFORE AUG OR S[Po 
50 (5) Dt!RING THE DISCU5SIO~9 GEN l.l\RSE~l STATED THAT HE HOVED 
THAT THERE ~JnUlD 3E ',)0 REQt!IREMENT FO DePLOY THE- aST CAV DIV OR TH~ 
.3/25T~ IN!" !iDE OUT OF' 3IN}{ DINH PROVINCE UNTIL THE PROVINCE: COULD 
ST~ND ON ITS OW') FEET WITH SECuRITY PROVIDED BX-1.0C.~L FORCES~ ARVl\) 
ONF. ONV U0 5 0 BDEo GEN WESTt10RElAN!) AGRF.ED g BUT STATED THAT-HE 
LOOl<5 TO THE TI~E ~'!HE~~ THE PRESENCE OF' CIDG CArv1PS 9 RF/PF? AP,JD ARV~) 
l'NITS ~lIll ~~KE IT UNNECESS.4R TO RETAIN lloSo TROOPS IN BINH DINHo 
60 (S) GF:N Lt'RSf£N D1DICATED THAT \<.1HEN IT ~JAS NECESS.~RY FOR THE 
1ST C V DIV TO ~··()\JE INto QUANG IlJGW!!J 2X7 CAC SHOULD BE R~IURNED F'Rr)~ 
PH#lN THIET TO OPCO~I OF THE DIVISIO~o GE.N WEsr;-'10RELAND AGGEED AND 
INBICATED THAT THE INCOMING sr·: \l.IHICH WILL BE THE FOURTH BN 0 TI.{F. 
1/101 ABN !?DE SHOULD BE CO~SIDEREn AS A REPLACEr~F.NT fOR 2/7 CAVt> 
70 (5) GEN l~RSEN INFORt~ED COf'.USMtl.CV THAT HE ~.'AG PREPA.RING A 
IF:1T~RHTO HI!"! \~HlCH DISCUSSES COMMAND!) O?CON Il AND GES?ONSIVI£~,lESS OF' 
Uo So A\lD VIF:TN~.M SPECIAL F'ORCES AfI.'J) OTHER SPFCIALITED UNITS WITHe 

~ o/l~F 5 RU"ISt'lA 2SQac SEC RET 
~ !Ill II CORPS TAcr IAL ZO!\'E. 

~~ Po (5) P',' RF.SPOiIJSE TO GEN WESr:vlORE1.A~D"S QUESTION PERTAINING 
~ Tn VC A~D NV" RETURNEES FOR THE 22 ARVN DIV p FIGURES ARE: NOT READ~M 
~ lLY AVAILABLE .. AN EXF'OHT tHLl BII !ViADg TO OBTAIN THESE DATA" GP~4 

~ ST l PAGE 20F_; PAGFS I >r ~7 ~ 
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IN THAT AREW FOR THREE OF FOUR WEEKS.
3. (S) GEN WEST MORELAND ASKED IF THE ROK FORCES HAVE BEEHIVE
IMMUNITION. THE ANSWER , WHICH WAU NOT AVAILABLE AT THE BRIEFING, IS

THAT 432 ROUNDS OF 105MM BEEHIVE AMMUNITION HAS BEEN ALLOCATED TO
ROK FORCES.
40 (S) FOLLOWING THE BRIEFINGS AT HQS 4TH INF DIV, COMUSMACV
AND CG I FFORCEV TRAVZLED TO THE IST CAV DIV CP. DURING DISCUSSIONS
THERE, GEN WESTMORELAND ISSUED THE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE:

Ao CG I FFORCEV WILL MEET WITH CO , 5TH SPECIAL FORCES
GROUP ANB REVIEW TH PRIORITY OF CIDG CAMPS IN II CORPS TACTICAL
ZONE WITH EMPHASIS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF PLACING CAMPS AT LZ PONY
(BR7983) AND IN BOTH ENDS OF THE AN LAO VALLEY. COMUSMACV CON-
SIDERS THAT A MINIMUM OX 2 AND POSSIBLY ALL THREE OF THESE CAMPS ARE
REQUIRED. FURTHER, THE POSSILBILITY OF USING ONE HALF OF A SPECIAL
FORCES 4 TEVRH OR LLDB TO ESTABLISH A CIDG CAMP AT KANNAK (BR4265)
SHOULD BE DISCUSSED WITH CO , 5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROQP.

B. I FFORCEV SHOULD PREPARE PLANS TO DEPLOY ONE BN TASK
FOG CE (APPROXIMATELY 1020 MEN) TO DUC PHO (BS72&1) ON OR AFTER 10
APG TO RELIEVE THE MARINE FORCES WHICH ARE FURNISHING PROTECTION
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A CIDG CAMP IN THE AREA.

PAGE 4 RUMSMA 2691C E T
C. I FFOR CEV SHOULD PREPARE PLANS TO INTGODUCE A FORCE UPP

TO RDE STRENGTH INTO SOUTHERN QUA MG NGAI TO OPERATE IN THE AREA OF
OW TO BS5732)-MD DUC (BS7254)-DUC PHO (BS7241) UNDER I FFORCEV CONTROL
COM COMUSMACV INDICATED THAT THIS CONTENGENCY MIGHT
NOT BEH IMPLEMENTED BEFORE AUG OR SEP.
5. (S) DURING THE DISCUSSION, GEN LARSEN STATED THAT HE HOVED
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO REQUIREMENT F0 DEPLOY THE 1ST CAV DIV OR THE
3/25TH INF RDE OUT OF 3INH DINH PROVINCE UNTIL THE PROVINCE COULD
STAND ON ITS OWN FEET WITH SECURITY PROVIDED LOCAL FORCES, ARVN
ONE ONE U.S. BDE. GEN WEST MORELAND AGREED, BUT STATED THAT HE
LOOKS TO THE TIME WHEN THE PRESENCE OF CIDG CAMPS, RF/PF, AND ARVN
INITS WILL MAKE IT UNNECESSAR TO RETAIN U.S. TROOPS IN BINH DINH.
6. (S) GEN LARSEN INDICATED THAT WHEN IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE
1ST C V DIV TO MOVE INTO QUANG NGWI, 2X7 CAC SHOULD BE RETURNED FROM
PHAN THIET IO OPCON OF THE DIVISION. GEN WESTMORELAND AGGEED AND
INBICATED THAT THE INCOMING BN WHICH WILL BE THE FOURTH BN 0 THE
1/121 ABN FDE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A REPLACEMENT FOR 2/7 CAV.
7. (S) GEN LARSEN INFORMED COMUSMA CV THAT HE WAS PREPARING A
LETTER HTO HIM WHICH DISCUSSES COMMAND, OPCON, AND GESPONSIVENESS OF
U. S. AND VIETNAM SPECIAL FORCES AND OTHER SPECIALITED UNITS WITH-

PAGE 5 RUMSMA 2591C SECRET
IN II CORPS TACITAL ZONE.
i. (S) IN RESPONSE TO GEN WESTMORELAND'S QUESTION PERTAINING
TO VC AND NV RETURNEES FOR THE 22 ARVN DIV, FIGURES ARE NOT READ-M
ILY AVAILABLE. AN EXFORT WILL BE MADE TO OBTAIN THESE DATA. GP-4
BT
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,~~/ . 
J \~ IT H COM S)\'; A CV" AL so II BECAUSE T!-IE T I"1,r'~~G' OF I NST tiLL .0,110 N 

OF THE SYSTEM DESCRIBED IN THE REFERt'~IC::' WILL BE GOVEFENFD 
BY THE TACTICA),. AND St:PPORl SnUf.;.TlO'(·)g,·'TPE l-lR.OCt:REMENT OF 
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NOD IS

SUBJECT : SV N STRONG POINT-OBSTACLE SYSTEM

REF: SAIGON 12303

10 BASED ON COMUSMACV FLAN WITH WHICH YOU MAY BE FAMILIAR,
SE CD E F HAS APPROVED INITIATION OF PREPARATORY MEASURES FOR
CONSTRUCTION OF AN ANT I-INFILIRATION STRONG POINT -OBSTACLE
SYSTEM IN NORTHEASTERN PORTION QUANG IRI PROVINCE BETWEEN DM7

PAGE 2 RUMSYA A4UTOFSECRET
AND ROUTE 90 SYSTEM WILL CONSIST OF SFFIES OF ST PO NG

POINTS AND OBSTACLES INITIALLY EXTENDING INLAND ASOUT THIRTY
KY FROM POINT NEAR COAST BETWEEN ROUTE 9 AND DMZ. ADDITIONAL
IMPROVEMENT OF FORT FACILITIES AT H'UE AND EXTENSIVE WORK ON
ROUTE 1 NORTH OF HUE REQUIRED FOR SUPPORT AND RECENTLY DIPECTED
BY SECDEF. PLANS FOR FURTHER EXTENSION OF ANTI-
INFILIRATION SYSTEM TO "EST AND INTO LAOS USING MECHANICAL
SENSORS AND AIR SEEDING TECHNIQUES BEING DEELOPED BUT NOT

YET COMPLETED.

2. AS NEXT STEP WE ARE CONSIDEDING SENDING YOU FOLLOWING
JOINT STATE-DEFENSE MESSAGE:

Ao QUOTE SUBJECT : MACV PRACTICE NINE REQUIREMENTS PLAN,
DID 26 JAN 67.

B. QUOTE REQUEST EMBASSY IN COORDINATION WITH COMUSTACV
SECURE GVN SUPPORT FOR THE REFERENCED PLAN IN TERVS OF LAND
ACQUISITION AND CIVILIAN RELOCATION. THE NATURE AND TIMING
OF THE APPROACH BY THE EMBASSY TO GVN SHOULD BE COOFDINATED
WITH COMSMACV. ALSO, BECAUSE THE TIMING OF INSTALLATION
OF THE SYSTEM DESCRIBED IN THE REFERENCE WILL BE GOVERENED
BY THE TACTICAL AND SUPPORT SITUATION, THE HROCUREMENT OF

PAGE LOF 2 PAGES
2

# 11

DECLASSIFIED



/ 

" / 

J 
;/ 

/' 

DECLASSIFIED 
-- --- ---- t; 

~ 

.~~'~ :~/~:~;'F' : 

PA GE 3 RUM SlY: A 11-4 Ltli TOP SEC RET. 
RIGHTS OF ~JAY A~'D RELOCA.T"ION OF CIV.IL~.IANS SXJ.fOULC BE PHIlSED 
AS CO"1US!'fACV r;ETER~lNES TO BE ~ECESS.AAY~ 
Co QUOTE CISCUSSIO~S ON PRACTICE Nt.NE!:~illH THE GVN Jl.T 
THISIH~E SHOULD 8E Llf'lITEC TO TJiESrRq~ POINT",OBSl'AClF 
SYSTEM AND ITS RELATION5JilF TO POSSIBLE -L.AND ACQUISITION 
At\[; CIVILIAN RELOCAIION Q MENTION 1.0 G"VN.OF 'THE OVERALL 
PLA NNED I NT ERC I cr 10 N SYSTEM 1/ X IIJ'CL un I.NG T)-IE ~J R ~L AID 
CAPABILITY Atv THE EXTENSIO:J INTO LAOS-:SHO.ULD BE AVCIDEC 
IN 1 HE SE CO NSULT AT 10 NS o END QUOTEo .': ... : . ' .. \ 
';0 1.0 ASSIST US IN MAKING RECOMIV!ENn.'Al:.I.o.NS·CONCER~I{I!G 
THIS PROJECT u WE \-iOULD LIKE YOl!R LA:IE:"~T' VIEW:: p \"ITHOUT 
P.Pf'ROACHING GVN Il ON StiCH ~ATTERS ·~s ,I,¥P"A.CT O~ INTEfH\AL 
POLITICAL SITliATIONo POFUl.ATIO~·! ~O.vESg POSSIBLE CHANGES 
IN II'\IEW S MID KYoS RECEPTIVITY SI!IJ.CE. PEPORT. GIVEN D 
RE FlELD ET Co . :.... .' 

40 \\!'" 'IN!lfi:RST MlD GENgRAL \'JESTMOR[tAND HAS PROPOS~D THAT 
CONSIDFRATION SF GIVEN TO PARTIAl. MANNING OF STRONG POINT 

. SYST~~ IN SVN BY fORC~S fROM OTHER TROOPS CONTRI9UTiNG 
~A1 10ll)S TO G I V[ IT I NTER NAT rONAl. "LAVOR=~Sf'lMETHY NG LIKE 
T~J4 K.oNZUS cnNCF.:P! Ii WHAT ARE YOUR CURRENT MlJO.:t\IS ON THIS tDgA? 
GPe> to RUSK 
81 
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DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRE

PAGE 3 RUMSMA 1144U TOPSECRET
RIGHTS OF WAY AND RELOCATION OF CIVILIANS SXHOULD BE PHASED
AS COMUSMACV DETERMINES TO BE NECESSARY.
C. QUOTE DISCUSSIONS ON PRACTICE NINEWWITH THE GVN AT
THIS TIME SHOULD BE LIMITED TO THE STRONG POINT-OESTACLE
SYSTEM AND IIS RELATIONSHIP TO POSSIBLE LAND ACQUISITION
AND CIVILIAN RELOCATION. MENTION TO GVN OF THE OVERALL
PLANNED INTERDICTION SYSTEM, INCLUDING THE AIR-LAID
CAPABILITY AND THE EXTENSION INTO LAOS SHOULD BE AVCIDED
IN THE SE CONSULTATIONS. END QUOTE.

3. TO ASSIST US IN MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING
THIS PROJECT , WE WOULD LIKE YOUR LATEST VIEWS, WITHOUT
APPROACHING GV N, ON SUCH MATTERS AS IMPACT ON INTERNAL
POLITICAL SITUATION, POPULATION MOVES, POSSIBLE CHANGES
IN THIEL'S AND KY°S RECEPTIVITY SINCE REPORT GIVEN IN
REFIEL, ETC.

40 WF UNDERSTAND GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAS PROPOSED THAT
CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO PARTIAL MANNING OF STRONG POINT
SYSTEM IN SVN BY FORCES FROM OTHER TROOPS CONTRIBUTING
NATIONS TO GIVE IT INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR--SOMETHING LIKE
THE KANZUS CONCEPT. WHAT ARE YOUR CURRENT MIEWS ON THIS IDEA?
G) 10 RUSK
BT
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SnBJECT: SVN STRONG POIIIlTcoOBSTACl~ SYSTEM 
R~F: SAIGON '2303 
10 B~S~D ON COMpSM~CV PLAN WITH W~ICH yoe MAY BE F~~ILIARp 

PAG~ TMn R~~SDN ,433 TOP SEC RET 
SFCDEF' H~S APPRO~ED I,ITIATIOM OF PREPARATORY ~EA$eR~S FOR 
CONSTRUCTION flF A~ ~,NTlc>INnLTRATION STROf~G POH~T"'03STACLE 
SYSTEM I~ ~nRT~[ASTERN PORTION QUANG TRI PROVI~CE 3€TW~EN D~Z 
AND ROUT~ 90 SYST~~ WILL CONSIST OF SERIES OF STRON3 
POINTS ~ND oBSTIlCLES IMITIALLY EXTENDING INLAND ABOUT THIRTY 
KM F~o~ POINT NEAR COAST BETWEE~ ROUTE 9 AND ~~ZoADDIrIONAL 
IMPROV~¥F~T OF PORT FACILITIES AT HUE AN~ EXTENSIVE WORK ON 
ROUTF , ~ORTH OF HV[ REnUIREOFOR SUPPORT AND RECENTLY DIRECTED 
BY SECDFFo PLANS FOR FURTHER EXTENSION OF ANTI-
INFILTR~TION SYSTEM TO WEST AND INTO LAOS USING ~ECHANICAL 
S~~SOR5 AND AIR SEEDI~G TECHNI~UES BEING DEVELOPED aUT Nor 
YET C{)~PLETEDo 
pQ AS ~FXT ST~P W~ ARE CONSIDERING SENDING YOU FOLLOWING 
JOINT STATE-DEFE~SE ~ESSAGEg 
~o ~unTF SeBJECTg ~ACV PRACTICE MIN! REqUIREMENTS PLAN 9 
DTD 21) JI!,N 1S7 o 

Bo ~UOT~ RFnUEST E~BASSY IN COORDINATION WITH COMUS~ACV 
SFCU~F GUN SUPPORT FOR THE REFERENCED PLAN IN TER~S OF LAND 
'C~VISITIn~ A~D CIVILIaN RELOCATION o THE NATURE AND TIMI~G 
OF THE APppn~CH BY THE EMBASSY TO GVN SHOUL~ BE COnRDIN4TED 
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JCS
CINCPAC
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HAS BEEN SENTSTATE GRNC
BT
TOPSECRET STATE 156207
NODIS
SUBJECT: SVN STRONG POINT-OBSTACLE SYSTEM
RFF: SAIGON 2303
10 BASED ON COMISMACV PLAN WITH WHICH YOU MAY BE FAMILIAR,

PAGE TWO RUMSDN 1433 T 0PSECRET
SECDEF HAS APPROVED INITIATION OF PREPARATORY MEASURES FOR
CONSTRUCTION OF AN ANTI-INFILTRATION STRONG POINT-OBSTACLE
SYSTEM IN NORTHEASTERN PORTION QUANG TRI PROVINCE BETWEEN DMZ
AND ROUTE 90 SYSTEM WILL CONSIST OF SERIES OF STRONG
POINTS ^ND OBST^CLES INITIALLY EXTENDING INLAND ABOUT THIRTY
KM FROM POINT NEAR COAST BETWEEN ROUTE 9 AND DMZ. ADDITIONAL
IMPROVEMENT OF PORT FACILITIES AT HUE AND EXTENSIVE WORK ON
ROUTE 1 NORTH OF HUE REQUIRED FOR SUPPORT AND RECENTLY DIRECTED
BY SECDEF. PLANS FOR FURTHER EXTENSION OF ANTI-
INFILTRATION SYSTEM TO WEST AND INTO LAOS USING MECHANICAL
SENSORS AND AIR SEEDING TECHNIQUES BEING DEVELOPED BUT NOT
YET COMPLETED.
2. AS NEXT STEP WE ARE CONSIDERING SENDING YOU FOLLOWING
JOINT ST T E - DEFENSE MESSAGE:
Ao ~UOTE SUBJECT : MACV PRACTICE NINE REQUIREMENTS PLAN,
DTD 26 JAN 57.
B. QUOTE REQUEST EMBASSY IN COORDINATION WITH COMUSMACV
SECURE GVN SUPPORT FOR THE REFERENCED PLAN IN TERMS OF LAND
C-UISITION AND CIVILIAN RELOCATION. THE NATURE AND TIMING

OF THE APPROACH BY THE EMBASSY In GVN SHOULD BE COORDINATED
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WITY CO~USMACV& A~SOo BECAUSE THE TI~XNG OF'INSTAlLATION 
Or T~F SYST~M DESCRIBED IN THE REFERENCE WILL 3£ GOVERNED 
BY TH~ TACTICAL A[\JD SUPPORT SXTt!ATION p THE PROCUREf'Ill!:NT OF' 
RIGHTS OF' NAy ANDiREtOCATXOI\1.0F CIVILIANS SHOULD .BE PHASED 
~S COMUS~aCV DETE~~XNES TO BE NECESSARY o 

co,.,eon: DISCt!SSIONS ON PRACTICE NINE \HTH THE GV~l AT 
THiS Tlf'IlF. SHOULD BE tI~XtED TO THE STRONG POINTQOBSTACLE 
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30 TO ASSIST US I~ MoKl~G RECO~MENDATIO~S CONCERNING 
THIS PROJECT ~ !.IE 'IJOUL.D l.IKE YOUR 1.,o1ES1 UIE\'S!) \HTHOUT 
~PPRO·CHING GVN 9 ~N SUCH MATTERS AS IMPACT ON I~Tl!:RNAL 
POLlTICI'.L SITUATIO"'1l POP1!tI\TIO~: MOVES p POSSl3llo: CHANGES 
I~ THIEUDS A~D KY~S RECEPTIVITY SX~CE REPORT GIVEN IN 
RF.FT~l~ F.TCG . 
40 ~.'F. UNl)~RSTAND GE~ERtlL \~Egn~OREtAND HAS PROPOSE)) THAT 
CONSln~RATION B~ $IVEN TO P~RTI_L ~ANNING OF STRONG POINT 
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P~GE FOUR RU~SDN ~.33 TOP SEC RET 
SYST~~ IN SVN BY OReES rROM OTHER TROOPS CONTRIBUTING 
N~TI()~S TO GIV~ I I~TERNATIONAL FL.AVOR=oSO~ETHING lIK~ 
TH~ KANZUS CONCEPto WHAT ARE YOUR CURRENT UIEWS ON THIS IDEA? 
GP-l o RUSK . 
BT 
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PAGE THREE RUMSD N 1433 TOPSECRET
WITH COMUSMACV. ALSO, BECAUSE THE TIMING OF INSTALLATION
OF THE SYSTEM DESCRIBED IN THE REFERENCE WILL 3E GOVERNED
BY THE TACTICAL AND SUPPORT SITUATION, THE PROCUREMENT OF
RIGHTS OF WAY AND RELOCATION OF CIVILIANS SHOULD BE PHASED

AS COMUSMACV DETERMINES TO BE NECESSARY.
C. LOTE DISCUSSIONS ON PRACTICE NINE WITH THE GVN AT
THIS TIME SHOULD BE LIMITED TO THE STRONG POINT-OBSTACLE
SYSTEM AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO POSSIBLE LAND ACQUISITION
AND CIVILIAN RELOCATION. MENTION TO GVN OF THE OVERALL
PLANNED INTERDICTION SYSTEM, INCLUDING THE AIR-LAID
CAPABILITY AND THE EXTENSION INTO LAOS SHOULD BE AVOIDED
IN THESE CONSULTATIONS. END QUOTE.
30 TO ASSIST US IN MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING
THIS PROJECT, WE WOULD LIKE YOUR LATEST VIEWS, WITHOUT
APPRO A CHING GVN, ON SUCH MATTERS AS IMPACT ON INTERNAL
POLITICAL SITUATION, POPULATION MOVES, POSSIBLE CHANGES
IN THIEU'S AND KY'S RECEPTIVITY SINCE REPORT GIVEN IN

REFTEL, ETC.
4. WE UNDERSTAND GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAS PROPOSED THAT
CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO PARTIAL MANNING OF STRONG POINT

PAGE FOUR RUMSDN 1433 I 0 P S E C T
SYSTEM IN SVN BY FORCES FROM OTHER TROOPS CONTRIBUTING
NATIONS TO GIVE IT INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR --SOMETHING LIKE
THE KANZUS CONCEPT. WHAT ARE YOUR CURRENT VIEWS ON THIS IDEA?
GP- 10 RUSK
BT
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~ A',m VI~TN~~1 ?2-27 ~AR 0 

~n" SF~~Tn~ BYRDQS POSITrON AND HIS INTEREST IN THE ~~ ~IIR IN"= C0RPS PROVIDE GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR Hlr1 TO GIVE fIRST HAND 
~ I~FnqM/lTln~ Tn CnLL~AGUES UPON HIS RETURN AND I DESIRE THAT HE 
~~~ Ef;' tHVti'~J ~Vt;'P.Y OPpnRTUNITY TO VIEt~ OUR OPERATIONS A~D HEAR OUR 
~ PL~NS HHIL"= nN THIS TRIPe ONE SON CURRENTLY IN TI.fIRD MltIT.I\RY 
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S L C R E T PERSONAL MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY CG III MAF PASS
INFORMALLY TO GEN CHAISON
VISIT OF SENATOR HARRY F o BYRD JR. TO SOUTHEAST ASIA (S)
1. SENATOR HARRY F BYRD, JR. MEMBER OF THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES
COMMITTEE IS PLAVNING A TRIP TO SOUTHEAST ASIA DURING THE PERIOD
19 MAR-2 APR. CURRENTLY ANTICIPATING TO BE IN HONOLULU 19-21 MAR
AND VIETNAM 22-27 MAR
C. SENATOR BYRD S POSITION AND HIS INTEREST IN THE
MARINE CORPS PROVIDE GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR HIM TO GIVE FIRST HAND
INFORMATION TO COLLEAGUES UPON HIS RETURN AND I DESIRE THAT HE
BE GIVEN EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW OUR OPERATIONS AND HEAR OUR
PL NS WHILE ON THIS TRIP. ONE SON CURRENTLY IN THIRD MILITARY
POLICE BATTALION DUE TO SAIL SOON FOR VIETNAM,
GP4
BT
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DE "'INA 4910 0B40H5 l' IVE 
.,ZOYAINOlT XC ~ ... "'. S;.' p 2501! 5Z MAR () '7 

; 'FM CG FMF'PAC .. . l 
·/10 DDKE/CG HI MAr . ' .. 
',,9T , . , ," 
/SEC1XON n OF 2 ' "'. 

/1 0 P S·f: eRE 1 e SPECAl EXCLUSIVE FOR" LTGE ~/AtT fROM ImTGEN 
, A{RUlAKo MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYo .". l 
' fORCE REQUIREME NT (U) . " ' 
:./Ao COMUSMACV A6eJ403Z/MAR61 ~;, . 

f )30 CG HI MAr t1R 5C/~!SR 5(800 SER 0r2J59.96.7 OF 15MAR61 
/'!to I HAVE ASKED JOHN CHAXSSON 10. G£'y. ,YOU ~}PF I,.P'Y OF REF Ao 
/1"1.1 IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORtANT MESS,:AGE ·am: p DUl!. to FORl\<)~n ~ 
/PHRASEOlOGY~ AND INTERNAL INCONSISTENC:IE:S'1l IS D!fFICULT flO ANALYZE" THESE ARE MY REACTIONSY0-1,&HE MErSSIl>.GE AFTER 

/CARErUl REFLECTION ~ . . ' ., .' 
? /" A 0 THE MAGNIGTRDE OF' TNt ltNgMY THREPtT, IS NOT FULLY 
/YRECllED 0 AND SEEMS TO BE RELATED to lH€. C,ONYIEXT OF' THE 
<'DISCUSSION AT THE TIMEo APPARENTLY IN .eJ!lSTXF'ICAtION OF 
~;THE ADDED FORCE REQUIREMENTSp·'PARA ie.STATES TMAT THE 
7' ENEMY HAS INCREASED H.lS FORCE STRUCTURE',APPRECIABLY" 

'i~ • • 

-
PAGE 2 VYNA 49»0 TOP SEC R E 1 SPECAl, [IQCLUSIVE 

,:LATER!) HOWEVER 0 PARA 2 StAiES THAT HtE ~NEr~~ CO\YIBAT STRENG1!'! 
/ AND EFFEC! XVENESS HAVE DECREASED SOtY]E\~I::A1' DURl NG THE PAST iCTv} 

.. t/ION1'HS o IN ANY CASE iJA REQUEST OF THIS', bH1E~SiON MUST HAVE A 
.SOLID ENEMY SITUATION ESTIMATE ~s lIS' FOUNDATIONa THIS ONE 

"SEEMS DEFICIENT UJ THAT REGARDo ., "'j' I 
/-'/ 80 IN DISCUSSHJG THE CONTEMPLATED OP!alU~ FORCE!) IN PARA 
// ac o MACV USES GENERALITIES SUCH AS THI+! IT'" ~s l"ENl'I~ElY POSSIBLE 
/lHAT ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS WILL MATERIA~I~E~j AND tHAT PRE~ENT 
/f'PLANNZNG ""SUGGESTS" AN ADDITIONAL 2 113 D~VS AT A tATER l'IMEo 
~THESE GENERALIZATIONS DO NOT TRACK WITH;I~EILATER DISCUSSION 

,/PARA 3A(2)p HE DEFINES THE ROLE OF THE I'll J.1ARY AS PROVIDING 

;/ . IN PARA,S (3) p WIH eM 51 AlE5 THAT THE OPT H1UIrl FORCE ! 5 REQUIRED 
/~TO IMPLEMENT THE CONCEPT OF' OPERATIONS ANP'TO EXPLOIT SUCCESS~ 
", Co MACV TAI<E S NOTE OF THE H1PORTANCE, OF ~EVOLUT r 0 NARY . 
/ VEVELOPMENT~ BUT IT IS APPARENT THAT H&¥~EfERS TO HAVE THE 
/!'~1H .. nARY STEER CLEAR OF' IT AS MUCH ASO!POS~lrpLEo IN HIS CONCEPT:> 

I A SECURE' ENVIRONMENT FOR THE POPULA-1'ION S tHAT THE .. 
./ CIVIL ASPECTS OF' RD CAN PROGRESS" APPMiEN~l~ \? 11 IS UP l~O THE 
/~CIVILIANS TO DO THE RESTo THIS VIEW ISdBD,NE OUT IN HIS CONCEPT 
/,_F'OR EMPLOYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL FORcr·S 1,N}r GIL" PARA' 38(3)03)11 

/ '--, 'I 
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TO DDKE/CG III MAF
BT
SECTION 1 OF 2
PSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN WALT FROM LIGEN
KRULAK. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.
EORCE REQUIREMENT (U)
A. COMUSMACV 1804032/MAR67
B. CG III MAF LTR 3C/WSR 5000 SER 9059967 OF 15MAR67
1. I HAVE ASKED JOHN CHAISSON TO GET YOU WPFOPY OF REF A.
XI IS AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT MESSAGE BUT, DUE TO FORMAT,
PHRASE OLOGY , AND INTERNAL INCONSISTENCIES.o IS DIFFICULT
TO ANALYZE. THESE ARE MY REACTIONS TO THE MESSAGE AFTER
CAREFUL REFLECTION:

A. THE MAGNIGIRDE OF THE ENEMY THREAT IS NOT FULLY

RECITED , AND SEEMS TO BE RELATED TO THE. CONTEXT OF THE
DISCUSSION AT THE TIME. APPARENTLY IN JUSTIFICATION OF

THE ADDED FORCE REQUIREMENTS , PARA 1B. STATES THAT THE
ENEMY HAS INCREASED HIS FORCE STRUCTURE APPRECIABLY.

PAGE 2 YYNA 4910 T 0 P E T SPECAT. EXCLUSIVE

LATER, HOWEVER, PARA 2 STATES THAT THE ENEMY COMBAT STRENGTH
AND EFFECTIVENESS HAVE DECREASED SOMEWHAT DURING THE PAST FEW

MONTHS. IN ANY CASE, A REQUEST OF THIS DIMENSION MUST HAVE A
SOLID ENEMY SITUATION ESTIMATE AS ITS FOUNDATION. THIS ONE
SEEMS DEFICIENT IN THAT REGARD.

B. IN DISCUSSING THE CONTEMPLATED OPTIMUM FORCE IN PARA

1C, MACV USES GENERALITIES SUCK AS THAI IT IS "ENTIRELY POSSIBLE
THAT ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS WILL MATERIALIZE", AND THAT PRESENT
PLANNING "SUGGESTS" AN ADDITIONAL 2 1/3 DIVS AT A LATER TIME.
THESE GENERALIZATIONS DO NOT TRACK WITH. THE LATER DISCUSSION
IN PARA 33 (3), WHICH STATES THAT THE OPTIMUM FORCE IS REQUIRED
TO IMPLEMENT THE CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS AND TO EXPLOIT SUCCESS.

C. MACV TAKES NOTE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF REVOLUTIONARY

DEVELOPMENT, BUT IT IS APPARENT THAT HE PREFERS TO HAVE THE
MILITARY STEER CLEAR OF IT AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. IN HIS CONCEPT,
PARA 3AA(2), HE DEFINES THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY AS PROVIDING
A SECURE ENVIRONMENT FOR THE POPULATION so THAT THE
CIVIL ASPECTS OF RD CAN PROGRESS. APPARENTLY. IT IS UP TO THE

CIVILIANS TO DO THE REST. THIS VIEW IS-BORNE OUT IN HIS CONCEPT

FOR EMPLOYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL FORCES IN II CTZ, PARA 3B (3) (B),

PAGE LOF 5 PAGES
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WHERE ME DOES NO'\' ME ~~1~~TR~F EMPlOVMENt" OF fHE 2 n;s 0 XVS 
II') ¥MET~E e~~r~~l~~D~ DH'nCUlY· YO rtn.lO.w· BV l'ME PAR'nAl DX~CUSSION 
OF tHE fORCE EN PARA 3BCl)HA)o UNDER '!~tZ OP!'XMUM rORer 
HEADI roG g AND A lATER DISCUSSlON Oli' 'i';ME' SAM€ UNItS! N PAR A 
3B(~)(A>o UMDER tHE MINHIJUM ESSENTIAL' f.ORCE M[~DXNGo XN THE 
HRS1r CASE 0 tHE ft' RlS [)XVS PROPOSED. FOR, QUANG TRI ARE RATION'" 
ALlIED AS A CONTAXNMEN'F ~ORCEo HI. THE- S~COI\ID CASE () THERE IS 

, NO fI1ENYXON Or CON1AXNMENlo JINSYEAD p lNE~ tl9TIRE 2 US DIV 
v 'l?ORC£ IS "1rO EXPLOIt SUCCESS O~ 1HECUffREi\)1' Of'ENSIVE TO RETAIN 
~' EfFECTIVE CON1ROl OF' !H~ E)(P~NDING, ARE~~ BEHlG CLEARED 

.. or E NEMV X iH"LUE NeE 0 co , eq . 
{ Eo AILSO THE SIZE OF' tM{t fORCE ~]H~C'MdJjACV CONSXDERS NECES .. 
~ SARY fOR QdA NG NGAI PROVK NCE IS NOl· :CIEAR 0 PAR A 38 (3) (1-\) 

." Sl'AYES tHAt 10 BNS ARE REQU!IU:D fORl'tHS AReA II ~.'HU.E PARA 38 
, (iD(A) S'i1'A1ES A NE~D FOR 9BNS FOft tK,e:'-SAME AREAo ANDo WHILE 
:: THE DISCUSSION OF tHE II US on, FOR QUANG YRX SlATES THAT THE 

UNITS CURRENlLY ENGAGED 1HER£ Will BE ~ELiEVD FOR U~E IN 
Y .OTNER AREAS p SIMILAR MEN1KON IS NOifMAD~' CONCERNING THE UNITS 
/ CURRENTLY ENGAGED XN QUANG NGAlio 11 XS.;!t1US UNCERTAIN WHETHER 

'Ii , .. 

" 

PAGE " YYNA 49101 0 ~ SEC R e l' SPECAT .. EXCLUSIVE 
j THE 9 <OR Ie» aN FORCE XS XI\l1ENDED 1·0' BE ADDITIVE 10 THOSE 

CURRENTLY ENGAGED 9 OR REPRESENts THE:' Y01AL REQUIREMENTS FOR 
THIS AREAo ' 

j/ ro THE WORD coHELiCOP'fERt:> lS NOT USl!ll'IN·REF' Ao THE 
;/ REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPPOR1 Of" 2i ADDlnONA~ BNS WILL 8E 518".' 

FI CA NT AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN PlDDRESSEDi)! PAR'n CUlARl Y THE CONCEPT 
FOR BASE LOADING AND LOGXS1i'XC SUPPORT.oIN- THIS LATTER 

f REGARD! MACV ADDRESSES THE VERY SUBSTANtIAL LOGISTIC IMPLI­
,CArION~ OF HIS PROPOSAL BY A BRIEF ALLUSION TO SELECTIVE AUGo 

F MENTATION OF' NSA DANANG (PARA SBC4>,GDlo AS YOU KNOW o lOGISTIC 
FEASIBILITY HAS BEEN A KEY'fACrOR I~ THE EVALUATION OF' OTHER 
PlAN~ WHICH CONTEMPLATED THE DEflOYMENiiOF. lARGE FORCES INTO 
OR THROUGH NORTHERN 1 CTZ o tHE RElArED~PROSlEMS SHOULD ALSO 
BE EXPOSED IN CONNECTION WITH TME RECOMMENDED FORCE AUGMENTATION o 

/,. G&JW THE CONCEPT FOR EMPLOYMENT OF~ THE lj TF'S I) STATED AS 
)".8EING REQUIRED AS A PART OF' THE MINIMUM ESSENTIAL FORCE 9 IS 
, NOT EXPLAINEDo IT MAY BE ASSUMED THA~'THEY ARE REQUIRED FOR 
;,,"SUPPORT OF THE 2 113 DXVS 10 BE EMPlOY'ED! N 1HE I cn: II WHICH 
;/}\RE A PART OF' THE SAME stArED REQUIREMENT, ·(PARA 38 (4) (A) AND 
/3BC4HC)o IF' THIS IS THE: CASE 9 YHElR ;MPlOYMENY FROM PHU 

..... 
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WHERE HE DOES NOT MENTION RD.
D. THE DETAILED CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT OF THE 2 1/3 DIVS

IN THE I CTZ IS MADE DIFFICULT TO FOLLOW BY THE PARTIAL DISCUSSION

OF THE FORCE IN PARA 3B(3)(A), UNDER THE OPTIMUM FORCE

HEADING, AND A LATER DISCUSSION OF THE SAME UNITS IN PARA

38 (4) ( A ) , UNDER THE MINIMUM ESSENTIAL FORCE HEADING. IN THE

FIRST CASE THE 1 1/3 DIVS PROPOSED FOR QUANG TRI ARE RATION-

ALIZED AS A CONTAINMENT FORCE. IN THE SECOND CASE , THERE IS
NO MENTION OF CONTAINMENT. INSTEAD, THE ENTIRE 2 8/3 DIV
FORCE IS TO EXPLOIT SUCCESS OF THE CURRENT OFFENSIVE TO RETAIN
EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF THE EXPANDING AREAS BEING CLEARED
OF ENEMY INFLUENCE.

E. ALSO, THE SIZE OF THE FORCE WHICH MACV CONSIDERS NE CES -
SARY FOR QUANG NGAI PROVINCE IS NOT CLEAR . PARA 3B (3) (A)
STATES THAT 10 BNS ARE REQUIRED FOR THIS AREA, WHILE PARA 3B
(4)(A) STATES A NEED FOR 9 BNS FOR THE SAME AREA. AND, WHILE
THE DISCUSSION OF THE 1 8/3 DIV FOR QUANG TRI STATES THAT THE
UNITS CURRENTLY ENGAGED THERE WILL BE RELIEVD FOR USE IN
OTHER AREAS, SIMILAR MENTION IS NOT MADE CONCERNING THE UNITS
CURRENTLY ENGAGED IN QUANG NGAI. IT IS THUS UNCERTAIN WHETHER

PAGE 4 YYNA 4910 T 0 SPECAT. EXCLUSIVE
THE 9 (OR 10) BN FORCE IS INTENDED TO BE ADDITIVE TO THOSE
CURRENTLY ENGAGED , OR REPRESENTS THE TOTAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
THIS AREA.

F. THE WORD "HELICOPTER" IS NOT USED IN REF A. THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPPORT OF 21 ADDITIONAL BNS WILL BE SI8-
FICANT AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED, PARTICULARLY THE CONCEPT
FOR BASE LOADING AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT. IN THIS LATTER
REGARD MACV ADDRESSES THE VERY SUBSTANTIAL LOGISTIC IMPLI-
CATIONS OF HIS PROPOSAL BY A BRIEF ALLUSION TO SELECTIVE AUG
MENTATION OF NSA DANANG (PARA 3(4)(A)). AS YOU KNOW, LOGISTIC
FEASIBILITY HAS BEEN A KEY FACTOR I-N THE EVALUATION OF OTHER
PLANS WHICH CONTEMPLATED THE DEPLOYMENT OF LARGE FORCES INTO
OR THROUGH NORTHERN I CTZ. THE RELATED PROBLEMS SHOULD ALSO
BE EXPOSED IN CONNECTION WITH THE RECOMMENDED FORCE AUGMENTATION.

GB KU THE CONCEPT FOR EMPLOYMENT OF THE 4 TFS, STATED AS
BEING REQUIRED AS A PART OF THE MINIMUM ESSENTIAL FORCE, IS
NOT EXPLAINED. IT MAY BE ASSUMED THAT THEY ARE REQUIRED FOR
SUPPORT OF THE 2 1/3 DIVS TO BE EMPLOYED IN THE I CTZ 9 WHICH
ARE A PART OF THE SAME STATED REQUIREMENT (PARA 3B (4) (A) AND
3B (4) (C) IF THIS IS THE CASE, THEIR EMPLOYMENT FROM PHU
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CAT AND ruy HOA g APPROXIMATELY 240 AND 325 AIR MILES~ RESPEC0 
TIVELY e FROM THE AREA OF THE DMZo WOULD REPRESENt AN INEFFI~ 
CIENT USE OF AVAILABLE TACTICAL AIR RESOURCES o '. 

Ho THE REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL FORCES IN III CIte PARA 
33(3) eC) p IS f\OT JUSTIFIED BY R£FERE.NCE.TO THE GAP ~)HICH HILL 
8E CREATED BY THE R EDEPLOYNE NT OF THE 9TH 1 NF Dl V TO IV CTZ 0 

THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE 9TH DIU TO III ~TZ WAS A TEMPORARY 
IYiEASURE TO BEG! N WI TH ~ PE NDI NG AVAILABILIty OF BASES AND NA VY 
SUPPORT IN IV CTZ" . 

10 tHE STRENGTH FIGURSFOR THE TWO PACKAGES D THAT IS THE 
H1NEDIATE REQUIRE~lENT (MINHlUM ESSENTI.AL FORCE) Arm THE ADDoON 
INCREMENT TO (¥jAKE THE OPTIMUM F'ORCE e DO- .NOt, APPEAR TO 8E CON", 
SISTENT <IIIHE FIRST FORCE 01lNHJU~1 ESSENT.IAL) IS THE LARGER 
OF THE .n~oll ACCORDING TO THE NU,MBER Af'.iD..:.YY?ES OF UNITS IN 
EACH o YET THE MINIMU~ ESSENTIAL FORCE REQUIRES ONLY 78 0 435 
MEN (PARA 3B(4)(C»& WHILE THE ADDoON INCREMENT REQUIRES 
APPROXIMATELY 1231lG0~ MEN (TOTAL OPTIMUM FORCE IS 201925~o 
PARA 3B(3»0 . 

Jc A SIMILAR DISCREPANCY APPEARS: IN PARA 10 PIASTER 
IMPACT~ THE PARAGRAPH_STATES rHAITH~ MINIMUM ESSENTIAL 

PAGE 6 YYNA 4910 TOP SEC RET SPECAT EXCLUSXVE 
FORCE ot 18 9 435 WILL COST OUT AT 4107 81LL~OW PIASTERS e 
YET THE OPTItfJUM FORCE!) WHICH REPRESENTS MJ ;.t\ODITIOI\AL 123,0~8 
PERSONNEL~ RESULTS IN AN INCREASE OF ONLY 203 BILLION PIASTERS 
(fROM 4107 TO 44)1) THERE IS SOME LACK OF 'CLARITY 'OF INTENT 
HER~~ WHICH WILL HAVE TO BE CORRECTED IF THERE IS TO BE A 
CRITICAL APPRAISAL OF THE PIASTER' Il"lPACT OF THE nJO FORCE 
PACKAGE So ' 
20 fROM THE MI NH1ut1 ESSE ~lt tAL TROOP ·BREAKDO\~III BY SERVI CE 
(PARA 3B (4 HC» IT ~llGHT SEE!~ THAT MACV IS NOT AS i1UCH I NIER'" 
ESTED IN GOFORCE" REQU!REMEMTS AS HE IS EN IXIARMY w REQUlitEf1ENTS 0 

HE jllAKES CLEAR tHERE THAT HE ~iAN1S ARMY D NOT MARINE§ DIVISIONS., 
THIS VIEWPOINT IS STRENGTHENED BY HIS LUKE WARM iNTEREST IN 
FREE ~JORLD FORCES 0 (PARA !E1o WHERE HE STATES THE PROVISION' 
OF ANY AND All SUCH FORCES IS WELCOMED AS ADDITIVE R~INFORCEMENTSo 
30 FOR 1ME PAS! YEAR OR SOg MACV HAS SUBMITTED A SUCCESSION 
OF PLANS WHICH REQUIRE M!OUT A :3 OX" .fORCED GXVE. OR TAKE A 
lUlLEo IN THIS CONNECl'ION e DURING COL· 1\1:19'1{ VICKoS DEBRIEF 
HERE RECENTU( D HE ADVISED THAT A TAS~ FOiWE HEADQUARTERS HAS 
ALREADY BEEN CREATED TO COMtt:AND A FORCE CO~ARA8LE to THAI 
STAtED AS ~ACVoS IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENTo WHEN X WAS IN SAIGON 
Bt 
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CAT AND TUY HOA, APPROXIMATELY 243 AND 325 AIR MILES, RESPEC-
TIVELY, FROM THE AREA OF THE DMZ, WOULD REPRESENT AN INEFFI-
CIENT USE OF AVAILABLE TACTICAL AIR RESOURCES.

H. THE REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL FORCES IN III CTZ, PARA
3B (3) (C). IS NOT JUSTIFIED BY REFERENCE TO THE GAP WHICH WILL
BE CREATED BY THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 9TH INF DIV TO IV CTZ.
THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE 9TH DIV TO III CTZ WAS A TEMPORARY
MEASURE TO BEGIN WITH, PENDING AVAILABILITY OF BASES AND NAVY
SUPPORT IN IV CTZ.

I. THE STRENGTH FIGURE FOR THE TWO PACKAGES, THAT IS THE
IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENT (MINIMUM ESSENTIAL FORCE) AND THE ADD-ON
INCREMENT TO MAKE THE OPTIMUM FORCE, DO NOT APPEAR TO BE CON-
SISTENT. THE FIRST FORCE (MINIMUM ESSENTIAL) IS THE LARGER
OF THE TWO, ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER AND-TYPES OF UNITS IN
EACH. YET THE MINIMUM ESSENTIAL FORCE REQUIRES ONLY 78,435
MEN (PARA 3B(4)(C)) WHILE THE ADD-ON INCREMENT REQUIRES
APPROXIMATELY 123,000 MEN (TOTAL OPTIMUM FORCE IS 231,250,
PARA 3B(3)).

Jo A SIMILAR DISCREPANCY APPEARS IN PARA 7, PIASTER
IMPACT. THE PARAGRAPH STATES THAT THE MINIMUM ESSENTIAL
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FORCE OF 8,435 WILL COST OUT AT 41.7 BILLION PIASTERS.
YET THE OPTIMUM FORCE, WHICH REPRESENTS AN ADDITIONAL 123,002
PERSONNEL, RESULTS IN AN INCREASE OF ONLY 2.3 BILLION PIASTERS
(FROM 41.7 TO 44). THERE IS SOME LACK OF CLARITY OF INTENT
HERE, WHICH WILL HAVE TO BE CORRECTED IF THERE IS TO BE A
CRITICAL APPRAISAL OF THE PIASTER IMPACT OF THE TWO FORCE
PACKAGES.
2. FROM THE MINIMUM ESSENTIAL TROOP BREAKDOWN BY SERVICE
(PARA 3B3(4)(C)) IT MIGHT SEEM THAT MACV IS NOT AS MUCH INTER-
ESTED IN "FORCE" REQUIREMENTS AS ME IS IN "ARMY" REQUIREMENTS.
HE MAKES CLEAR THERE THAT HE WANTS ARMY, NOT MARINE, DIVISIONS.
THIS VIEWPOINT IS STRENGTHENED BY HIS LUKE WARM INTEREST IN
FREE WORLD FORCES, (PARA 1E), WHERE HE STATES THE PROVISION
OF ANY AND ALL SUCH FORCES IS WELCOMED AS ADDITIVE REINFORCEMENTS.
3. FOR THE PAST YEAR OR so, MACV HAS SUBMITTED A SUCCESSION
OF PLANS WHICH REQUIRE ABOUT A 3 DIV FORCE, GIVE OR TAKE A
LITTLE. IN THIS CONNECTION, DURING COL KIRBY VICK'S DEBRIEF
HERE RECENTLY, HE ADVISED THAT A TASK FORCE HEADQUARTERS HAS
ALREADY BEEN CREATED TO COMMAND A FORCE COMPARABLE TO THAT
STATED AS MACV'S IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENT. WHEN I WAS IN SAIGON
BT
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KRULAK" MARl NE CORPS E'ifES ON!. Yo' 

. I CONFIRMED 1H! S £l IN eONVERSAT ION ~11.rMROSSON 0 'iiHERE WAS ALSO A 
". CONFERENCE HELD ~'f USARV RECENll Y 10 Df1i'ERMX ME 'i'HE CO~BAt SUPPORT 
. .:COM8Al SERVICE SUPPORii' AUGM£N1A1iUH\l r-oR Just SUCH A FORCE G 

,'.IT IS ~OSSIBlEIl IN REF Ag tMA'ii' M~C",,!S A.cn~ALLY LAYING tHE 
, 'GROUNDWOR I( FOR ""FUll CRY &0 IO~ A SlMU.AR Pl.'AN rOR 1'H[ DEPLOYMENT 

OF THE CORPS CONTINGENCY ~ORCE 10 lAOS~jiHlS is UNDERSCORED 
BY HIS PREOCCUPATION WXTW x en: 0 AItD .»iitlS~ ASSERTION THAY THE 

; WHOLE OF THE 2 liS DXVXSHHl °{VlUIXMUM.oo
,. FORCE IS TO GO THERE II 

AND THAT THE FORCE WIll BE COMPRXSED O~ ARMY UNITSo ANotHER 
'" POSSIBILITY IS tHAt MACV H~S UJ MUJD 1H£" ESTABLISHMENT Of A 
/ SPECIAL ANtlcI~rll!RA1XO~ ZONE XN QU~G1RX PROVINCE\! WHICH 

WOULD BE REMOVED FROM 'il'HE PRESii:N1 L'C1Z:, AND WHOSE COMMANDER 
(f' ~!OUlD BE RESPONSIBLE DXRECii'l'lf 10 MA'C-V.0 HOW' ALL OF nus rrES 
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BT
FINAL SECTION OF 2
TOPSE C R E To SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN WALT FROM LIGEN
KRULAK. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.
I CONFIRMED THIS, IN CONVERSATION WITH ROSSON THERE WAS ALSO A
CONFERENCE HELD AT USARV RECENTLY TO DETERMINE THE COMBAT SUPPORT AND
COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT AUGMENTATION FOR JUST SUCH A FORCE.
IT IS POSSIBLE, IN REF A, THAT MACV. IS ACTUALLY LAYING THE
GROUNDWORK FOR "FULL CRY&. OR A SIMILAR PLAN FOR THE DEPLOYMENT
OF THE CORPS CONTINGENCY FORCE TO LAOS THIS IS UNDERSCORED
BY HIS PREOCCUPATION WITH I CTZ , AND Hi6. ASSERTION THAT THE
WHOLE OF THE 2 1/3 DIVISION MINIMUM." FORCE IS TO GO THERE D
AND THAT THE FORCE WILL BE COMPRISED OF ARMY UNITS. ANOTHER
POSSIBILITY IS THAT MACV HAS IN MIND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
SPECIAL ANTI 0INFILTRATION ZONE IN QUNAG TRI PROVINCE, WHICH
WOULD BE REMOVED FROM THE PRESENT I CTZ, AND WHOSE COMMANDER
WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE DIRECTLY TO MACV. HOW ALL OF THIS TIES
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PAGE 2 YYNA -49U ]' 0 P S 1'.: eRE! SPECA!EXClUSIVE 
JIN !,?,InM tHE CURREN! \JXBRA'ii'XONS 0[\'- PRACTICE tUNE gQ THERE IS 
NO MEN.flON OF BARRIERS XI\! REF itt ."c IS ,NOt YEt Cl.EAR 0 BU! Xi 
JIS VER't CLEAR 'irMA! rHE fORCE lEVELS rHSCUSSED FOR JI c:n: DO -
NO]' ARKSE WHOLLY FROM A DISPASSIONAtE ES1KMAfE OF 1HE ENEMY 
SnUA'fEONo IF MAC" MAS MADE ON£pME.JlflS· NOT GIVEN U' 10 
CINCPAC IN nils filESSAGlt o :"_ 

F ~: ,',' .'., 

4e IN DEtERMINING usnw FORCE R£QUXftEMfrolS ·rr IS XMPOR'ifAilJl' 
Nor TO OVERLOOK tHE RESPONSH1ENESS a.1f ~}!E ARVro 'f0 RO PARTX CD 

.' CIPA1XON o ALTHOUGH NOT MEN'nONED HI, r'ME; MAC\P. MESSAGE II tHIS IS 
"/ A MAJOR DETERMX filING fACTOR 0 FOR tHE MO~E' EFFECT! VE THE ARVN 

BECOME S p THE lE SS l' HE REQUIREMENt. WUt.'''SE. pOR, US IfW fORCES fl 

AND ADDl! XONAlLY 0 OF COURSE f) W£ Must' AVOID. ASSUMX NG A ROLE 
EXCESSIVELY DX SPROPOR110WAlE to TIn:. av[\!· .COI\l'il'RIBUTI0N III 

50 TO CONCLUDE MY COMMENtS ON THE MA-CV •. MESSAGE (J I BELIEVE 
MORE FORCES ARE NEEDED IN RVN D BUT X .. C/,UJNOf SEE tHIS DISPAtCH!) 
WliH n S VACUA AND XNCONS!S!E{lJCU:S fl' A srr 'A-. PROPER VEH! ClE FOR 
GETtING THEM 0 . ~_~': . 

63, I DO Nor KNOW WHAT GUEDANCE '\(OU WERE GXVEN FOR tHE PREPAR­
Ad ON OF REF B I) I WOULD BE BltERES1ED'.X N A COpy p OR I F 'l~e:l 
VOlUI'HNOUS £) AT lEAST A SUMMAR~ D OF REF' A Of REF' B 0 11 ~JOUU) . 

j .'11. • 

PAGE 3 YVNA 49U r 0 P SEC REt SPECA1-'EXCLUSIVE 
APPEAR!) BASED ON THE DAilE OF THE GUIDANCE AND tHE DAtE OF YOUR 
RESPONSE p THAT REF B MA¥ NAVE BEEN PRODUCED ON A CRASH BASIS 
IN ANY EVENT f) NOt'l THAt "OUHAVE HAD lIME- 'FOR A MORE: DEtAIUtf) 0 • 

APPRAISAL OF THE PROBlEM p ~MAt X WOUl~'LXKE YOU TO TELL ME IS 
THIS o IF!) BY SOME MIRACL£& YOU COULD HAVE 1HEMo WHAT MARINE 
CORPS FORCES WOULD YOU lIKE 10 HAVEl) NO! BY JULY 1968 BUr. 
RIGHt NOW1 WARM REGARDS" - I) 

GP.,,3 
aT ... 

NNNN 
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PAGE 2 YYNA 4911 I C E I SPECAI EXCLUSIVE
IN WITH THE CURRENT VIBRATIONS ON PRACTICE NINE 00 THERE IS
NO MENTION OF BARRIERS IN REF A 00 IS NOT YET CLEAR , BUT IT
IS VERY CLEAR THAT THE FORCE LEVELS DISCUSSED FOR I CTZ DO
NOT ARISE WHOLLY FROM A DISPASSIONATE ESTIMATE OF THE ENEMY
SITUATION. IF MACV HAS MADE ONE, HE. HAS NOT GIVEN IT TO
CINCPAC IN THIS MESSAGE.
4. IN DETERMINING US/FW FORCE REQUIREMENTS IT IS IMPORTANT
NOT TO OVERLOOK THE RESPONSIVENESS OF THE ARVN TO RD PARTI-
CIPATION. ALTHOUGH NOT MENTIONED IN THE MACV MESSAGE THIS IS
A MAJOR DETERMINING FACTOR , FOR THE MORE EFFECTIVE THE ARVN
BECOMES, THE LESS THE REQUIREMENT WILL BE. FOR US/FW FORCES.
AND ADDITIONALLY, OF COURSE , WE MUST AVOID ASSUMING A ROLE
EXCESSIVELY DISPROPORTIONATE TO THE GVN CONTRIBUTION,
50 TO CONCLUDE MY COMMENTS ON THE MACV. MESSAGE, I BELIEVE
MORE FORCES ARE NEEDED IN RUN, BUT I. CANNOT SEE THIS DISPATCH,WITH ITS VACUA AND INCONSISTENCIES, AS A. PROPER VEHICLE FOR
GETTING THEM.
6R I DO NOT KNOW WHAT GUIDANCE YOU WERE GIVEN FOR THE PREPAR -ATION OF REF B. I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN A COPY, OR IF 100
VOLUMINOUS, AT LEAST A SUMMARY, OF REF A OF REF B. IT WOULD

PAGE 3 YYNA 4911 T 0 I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
APPEAR, BASED ON THE DATE OF THE GUIDANCE AND THE DATE OF YOURRESPONSE THAT REF B MAY HAVE BEEN PRODUCED ON A CRASH BASIS.IN ANY EVENT, NOW THAT YOU HAVE HAD TIME FOR A MORE DETAILEDAPPRAISAL OF THE PROBLEM. WHAT I WOULD LIKE YOU TO TELL ME ISTHIS, IF , BY SOME MIRACLE, YOU COULD HAVE THEM, WHAT MARINECORPS FORCES WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE, NOT BY JULY 1968, BUTRIGHT NOW? WARM REGARDS.
GP-3
BT
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Bt ' .. ' ' 
TOP S E 0 REt SPECAt EXClSXVE FOR, LiGEN 'W,ALl AND 
MAJGEN ROBERTSHAW FROM LIGEN KRUlAKo 'MARINE CORP EVES ONL'to 
UTILIZAt!ON OF A=6 AIRCRAFt w> 
Ae C!NCPAC 240~15Z 
10 BY NOW YOU WXll HAVE SEEN REF A IN WHXCK CXNCPAC 
HAS DIRECTED UTILXZATIQN OF YOUR FULL SYSTEMS CAPABLE 
A-6S IN ROLLING THUNDER OPERATIONS NORTH OF ROUTE 
PACKAGE I IN YOUR PLANNING FOR THESE OPERATIONS, I 
THI Nt< IT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR YOU to X-AVE A FEEL 
FOR tHE CINCPAC CONSIDERATIONS WHICH BROUGHT THIS 
ABOUT o TO BEGIN WXTK0 SHARP RECOGNIZES THAT THIS AIR~ 
CRAFT REPRESENTS HIS ONLY CAPABILITY TO GET A1' 
SIGNIFICANT TARGETS UP NORTH IN BAD ~1EATHER 0 'fHI!: 
F'LEEt HAS ONLY A FEW f) AND IT IS CLEAR 'fa HI I'll THAT 
THE MARINE ASSETS o IN ADDITION TO MORE:tHAN 
DOUBLING WHAT HE NOW HAS FOR ROLLING THUNDER g 

COULD BE USED AGA! NSI MORE PROFITABL.E· 'f'AR GETS 
THAN IS THE CURRENT CASE g EXCEPT FOR EMERGENCY 
NEEDS IN SUPPORT OF III MAFo HE HAS MADE 11 
CLEARf) AND X FULLY AGREE" THAT SUCH' SCARCE AND 
VALUABLE ASSETS SHOULD NOT BE USED U'NDER VFR 
CONDITIONS ~OR MISSIONS tHAT CAN BE ACC6MPlISHED 
BY OTHER AIRCRAFT 0 '. 

3" THIS USE OF' THE 1\"'6S OUTSIDE ROUTE ·PAC.KAGE I 
SHOULD BE LIMITED TO THOSE WITH A FULL' SYSTEMS 
CAPABILITY I' IN BOTH CTF' ... 17 AND 7 AI' Ai1EASo THIS 
HAS BEEN PERSONALLY CLEARED WITH WESTYoIN'MOMYERoS 
PRE SE NeE G (A SAN ASIDE II MOMYER tRIED TO INTERPOSE 
AN OBJECTION to tHIS EXPANSION DOCTRINE IN MARINE CORPS 
ACTIVITY ON THE GROUNDS tHAt WE WERE AlREADY OPERATING IN 
ROUIEPACKAGE 10 Bur WAS SHOt DOWN BY £HARP)o 

~AGE:.L§F~AGES ] 
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

EXCLUSIVEWV PAC908
P 2523232 MAR 67
FM CG FMFPAC
TO DDKE/CG III MAF
ZEN/CG FIRST MAW
BT
TOPSECRE I SPECAT EXCLSIVE FOR LTGEN WALT AND
MAJGEN ROBERT SHAW FROM LIGEN KRULAK. MARINE CORP EYES ONLY.
UTILIZATION OF A-6 AIRCRAFT (U)
A. CINCPAC 2403152
1. BY NOW YOU WILL HAVE SEEN REF A IN WHICH CINCPAC
HAS DIRECTED UTILIZATION OF YOUR FULL SYSTEMS CAPABLE
A-6S IN ROLLING THUNDER OPERATIONS NORTH OF ROUTE
PACKAGE I IN YOUR PLANNING FOR THESE OPERATIONS, I

THINK IT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR YOU TO HAVE A FEEL
FOR THE CINCPAC CONSIDERATIONS WHICH BROUGHT THIS
ABOUT. TO BEGIN WITH, SHARP RECOGNIZES THAT THIS AIR-
CRAFT REPRESENTS HIS ONLY CAPABILITY TO GET AT
SIGNIFICANT TARGETS UP NORTH IN BAD WEATHER. THE
FLEET HAS ONLY A FEW AND IT IS CLEAR TO HIM THAT
THE MARINE ASSETS, IN ADDITION TO MORE. THAN
DOUBLING WHAT HE NOW HAS FOR ROLLING THUNDER ,
COULD BE USED AGAINST MORE PROFITABLE TARGETS
THAN IS THE CURRENT CASE , EXCEPT FOR EMERGENCY
NEEDS IN SUPPORT OF III MAF. HE HAS MADE IT
CLEAR , AND I FULLY AGREE, THAT SUCH SCARCE AND
VALUABLE ASSETS SHOULD NOT BE USED UNDER VFR
CONDITIONS FOR MISSIONS THAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED
BY OTHER AIRCRAFT.
3. THIS USE OF THE A-6S OUTSIDE ROUTE PACKAGE I
SHOULD BE LIMITED TO THOSE WITH A FULL SYSTEMS
CAPABILITY, IN BOTH CTF-77 AND 7 AF AREAS. THIS
HAS BEEN PERSONALLY CLEARED WITH WESTY, IN MOMYER S
PRESENCE. (AS AN ASIDE, MOMYER TRIED TO INTERPOSE
AN OBJECTION TO THIS EXPANSION DOCTRINE IN MARINE CORPS
ACTIVITY ON THE GROUNDS THAT WE WERE ALREADY OPERATING IN
ROUTE PACKAGE I BUT WAS SHOT DOWN BY SKARP).
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COMPENSATORY NAVY AQ~/A~4 SORTIES WERE OFFERED BY 
SHARP WHEN REQUEStED BY MACV, BUT WESTY EVIDENCED NO 
GREAt CONCERN OVER THE SMALL SilRtlE DRAWDOWN INVOlVED o 

410 tHE FEELXMG IS tHAT YOU SHOULD S'K'ARt OFF BY 
WORKING YOUR WAY UP THE NVN COAS!9 BUILDING UP SOME 
EXPERIENCE BEFORE GEtTING INTO tHE HOT1ESt· AREAS IN 
ROU1E PACKAGE VI CTf o 11 IS F'AMXlXAR WItH, nus 
AREA AND CAN GIVE YOU SOME HELP HI t ARGETMATERI ALS \} 
AA ORDER OF BAY'ill.E D fAC'HCS I) E'Ji'C g IN 'i'I:tXS REGARD \l 

YOU SHOUlD PLACE STRONG EMPHASIS ON INSURING THAT YOUR 
[eM EQUXIPMENl', PARTICULARLY THE AlQ"'~Ho IS IN tOP 
NOTCH ORDER Q ADDITIONAL ECM SUPl?ORT'S~Om,.D· BE USED AS 
AVAILABLE G , • ' 

50 AFtER YOUR OPERAtH)!\! IS SHAKEN DOWN. YOU, SHOULD 
ADVISE 1AF UN IsIRX1XNG IF NECESSARY)' TMAIVOU ARE 
IN Pi POSlITION TO HELP out ON tARGETS'l'N IUS AREA 
APPROPRIAtE FOR A""G FUll SYSTEMS ATTACK' WHEN WEATHER IS 
a.OtHNG THEM DOWN o CINCPAC IS mmERS1ANDABLY ANXIOUS TO 
AVOID ANY APPEARANCE OF A ~NAVY ONlY w

, SHOW FOR THE 
USE OF A "6S. AND WANTS THE RECORD rOSHOW THAT TIU S 
SPECIAL SUPPORT HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO. SUPPORT BOTH 
NAVY AND AIR FORCE OPERATIONS o IN FACT 1J ,. AT ONE POINT 
IN THE CINCPAC DISCUSSIONS, FULL COMMX~~ENT OF YOUR 
FUll SYSTEMS CAPABLE A ... 65 TO 7AF WAS PROPOSED ON 
GROUNDS THAT THEY MAD ~o EQUIVALENT C~PABIllrY9 
60 WHILE THERE IS A VERY HIGH DEGREE OF" X N1EREST IN 
A-6 PERFORMANCE I.l PARllCULARl Y Ul THE 'NORTHEAST AREAS \) 
I AM SURE X NEED Not CAUTION YOU THAt YOU SHOULD NOT 
RUSH HIIO tHAt Ej\)\JlRONMENt UNTIL YOUR CREWS AND AIRCRAFT 
ARE READY 0 M ISSXON REPOR'U NG SHOULD Sf!. AS COMPREHE NSI VE 
AS POSSIBLE AND YOU WILL WANT 10 WOR'I( Opt ·t4XifH 
eYF",,1? FAIRLY RESPONSIVE PLANS FOR GErlING PRE AND POSt 
SYRIKE PHOTOGRAPH'll:> IF THIS PROVES 10 BE YROUBLESOME o 
I SEE NO PROBLEM IN GEY'UNG AutHORIty· '1'0 USE YOUR 
OWN RF''''4So BEST REGARDS o '. 
GPc>4 
B1 
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COMPENSATORY NAVY A-SPA-4 SORTIES WERE OFFERED BY
SHARP WHEN REQUESTED BY MACV, BUT WESTY EVIDENCED NO
GREAT CONCERN OVER THE SMALL SURTIE DRAWDOWN INVOLVED.
40 THE FEELING IS THAT YOU SHOULD START OFF BY
WORKING YOUR WAY UP THE NYN COAST, BUILDING UP SOME
EXPERIENCE BEFORE GETTING INTO THE HOTTEST. AREAS IN
ROUTE PACKAGE VI CTF 0 79 IS FAMILIAR WITH THIS
AREA AND CAN GIVE YOU SOME HELP IN TARGET MATERIALS
AA ORDER OF BATTLE, TACTICS, ETC. IN THIS REGARD
YOU SHOULD PLACE STRONG EMPHASIS ON INSURING THAT YOUR
ECM EQUIPMENT , PARTICULARLY THE ALQ-51. IS IN TOP
NOTCH ORDER. ADDITIONAL ECM SUPPORT SHOULD BE USED AS
AVAILABLE.
So AFTER YOUR OPERATION IS SHAKEN DOWN YOU SHOULD
ADVISE 7AF (IN WRITING IF NECESSARY) THAT YOU ARE
IN A POSITION TO HELP OUT ON TARGETS IN HIS AREA
APPROPRIATE FOR A-6 FULL SYSTEMS ATTACK WHEN WEATHER IS
SLOWING THEM DOWN. CINCPAC IS UNDERSTANDABLY ANXIOUS TO
AVOID ANY APPEARANCE OF A "NAVY ONLY SHOW FOR THE
USE OF A-65 AND WANTS THE RECORD TO SHOW THAT THIS
SPECIAL SUPPORT HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT BOTH
NAVY AND AIR FORCE OPERATIONS. IN FACT AT ONE POINT
IN THE CINCPAC DISCUSSIONS, FULL COMMITMENT OF YOUR
FULL SYSTEMS CAPABLE A-65 TO 7AF WAS PROPOSED ON
GROUNDS THAT THEY HAD NO EQUIVALENT CAPABILITY.
6o WHILE THERE IS A VERY HIGH DE GREE OF INTEREST IN
A-6 PERFORMANCE , PARTICULARLY IN THE NORTHEAST AREAS ,
I AM SURE I NEED NOT CAUTION YOU THAT YOU SHOULD NOT
RUSH INTO THAT ENVIRONMENT UNTIL YOUR CREWS AND AIRCRAFT
ARE READY. MISSION REPORTING SHOULD BE AS COMPREHENSIVE
AS POSSIBLE AND YOU WILL WANT TO WORK OUT WITH
CIF 077 FAIRLY RESPONSIVE PLANS FOR GETTING PRE AND POST
STRIKE PHOTOGRAPHY IF THIS PROVES TO BE TROUBLESOME,
I SEE NO PROBLEM IN GETTING AUTHORITY TO USE YOUR
OWN RF-4S. BEST REGARDS.
GP O
BT
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(P o FOR] 
UNct ~ S E IS' to, 
PERSONAL FOP. tTGEN "'All" ~OMMGr:1\l NICK!":RSON 
Ew.LIEVE X1 SF-S1 TO MAK'-' THIS A MA'iiY€R OF PECOi?D~ 
FOllO\tJI\\1G MSG ~OM TF X'RAV P'~GARDYNG t'feot CORSON°g VISIT 
TO e~fl t c 5 Q : , , ' 

to 2S2RPJ0H MA'PCH RECl!:niED CAll mOM M~'J MF.NtEY DIV G ... 3 
SF. CT r 0 'il' H~ EF'F~ CT T HA~ COL CORSON A \\lO 2 OTHERS UJCl. 00 HJG 
VIF.'H1AMF.:SE INTERPRETORS ~10ULD ARRIVE At eHU tAl 21'08U5H 
YO VIsn CAP l.,,5 nil UI CONNECiYON ENGAGEMF.N'f BE'nlE[\\1 
THAY CtiP' t\I\JO \\'IVA FORC€S 2(; MARCMo 
~Q l'ii COIL CORSON Ai\lD pMrrY ARRIVED eMU lAX ~"I~Sn5Ho HJ 
PARTY \~ERE 1"10 NF.WSMf.\\l~ GASS~,WAV OF Aft aND WEBBo UPX o 
fFX'RAY ISO NOTIF'IFO BY CIS APPROX 1'5 MIN PRIOR ~~RXVAl 
THAT 1\~O REPORTF.RS COM! NG TO COVER CAP Sf O~Y \') 
3., CORSON ENDXCA'fED HE !1!IAS SENi BYGEN \~At! AND THAT NEtl,S 
Ml'.:N HAD PI!RM~SS~ON U1Mn~ TO ACCOMPANY CO~SON YO CAPo 

I 

Pt\GE nIt) RUM'li.A Z56GEi~ !IJ~CLAS EFT 0 
co 11'M MAR w~s DE S X (HI AT I!D' BY TFXRAY 10 AeCOMP~\\JY CORSON 
MlDPAR1Y 10 CAP Q ' .. 

40 AY CAP lOC(}'1' ION, ,A 'rAPED INTF.RVlln~ UITHSGT SUTLER" 
COMMANDER OF c~p l .. So ,,.'AS CONDUCTED BY CORSON Q INTF.RVIEW 
"IAS INQUIRY :nITO CIRCUMS1 ANCF.S RF:tATED TO loS os ENCOUNTER 
WriH ve WHEN [IGlIT. MARilNES ONE NAVY!) 't.\\1j) FIVE PfS ~JE~E 
KI1..tED() PRINCIPAL PURP10SF. SeEMED. TO BE ,10 DETERMINE 
IF.SSONS LEARNED FOR BENEFIt OFotMER tACS o P'RESENY AT 
INTERVIF.\~@ IN ADDItION! YO lTCOl CORSO~ A~ SG'f" BUTtER g 

~JERF. THREE. MARn~E CAFfISg FPOM 11X MAr 'film T~YO \ilEPORl'ERSI) 
AND CO 7TH MARHIF.So ~EPO'RTERS MADfi: DF.1'AIl~D NOYES AND 
~S1(ED A fEW QUF.SYIONS In.XMnFD BY TIME) AT THE CONClUSXOf13 
OF XN1'[RVr€W \HUCM tA~nm ~80m 45 MHIIJTF.So 
50 WJULF. IT IS UNDERST:OOD 1M~1' BG!H MEMBERS OF PRESS M~fl.: 
fAVORABL.E to M~i:nNF. CORPS g T~CHf\jXQU~ Oil' N~VXNG CHiEM SIn 
~\\1 Oil! ~H(AT AMOUtIJ1'S TO itlil'l H1Q~nRV IlPPEt\~S 'j('t) BE.:' QUESTXONQ 
ABLE ~YAY OF H~NOlYNG PRESS COVF~AGF.o AS ON F.XAMPi.E g 

SGT BlITlf':Ro \'lWN ASKF.D~ HIS CONctUSIO~lS ASOOT OPF.RATION!) 
STAlED TH~T ME H.AD tF:~R\\lED lMlff 'FFS ',~OUt.DNl)y STAND Ill\i[) 
I'1tHITo M€ tA'fER0 ow lUS OWN XNXTUTIVF o STaTED THAt THIS 
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PERSONAL FOR LTGEN WALT FROM MGEN NICKERSON
BELIEVE IT BEST TO MAKE THIS A MATTER OF RECORD.
FOLLOWING MSG FROM IF XRAY REGARDING LTCOL CORSON'S VISIT
TO CAP L-50
lo 262100H MARCH RECEIVED CALL FROM MAJ HENLEY DIV G-3
SECT TO THE EFFECT THAT COL CORSON AND 2 OTHERS INCLUDING
VIETNAMESE INTERPRETORS WOULD ARRIVE AT CHU LAI 270815H
TO VISIT CAP .05 8/7 IN CONNECTION ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN
THAT CAP AND NVA FORCES 26 MARCH.
? LT COL CORSON AND PARTY ARRIVED CHU LAI 270815H. IN
PARTY WERE TWO NEWSMEND GASSAWAY OF AP AND WEBB. UPIo
TFXRAY ISO NOTIFIED BY CIB APPROX 15 MIN PRIOR ARRIVAL
THAT TWO REPORTERS COMING TO COVER CAP STOPY.
30 CORSON INDICATED KE WAS SENT BY GEN WALT AND THAT NEWS
MEN HAD PERMISSION III MAF TO ACCOMPANY CORSON TO CAP.

PAGE TWO RUMHLA 3666E UNCLAS E Rr T 0
CO 7TH MAR WAS DESIGNATED BY TFXRAY TO ACCOMPANY CORSON
AND PARTY TO CAP.
bo AT CAP LOCATION, A TAPED INTERVIEW WITH SGT BUTLER,
COMMANDER OF CAP L-50 WAS CONDUCTED BY CORSON. INTERVIEW
WAS INQUIRY INTO CIRCUMSTANCES RELATED TO L-5°S ENCOUNTER
WITH VC WHEN EIGHT MARINES ONE NAVY s AND FIVE PFS WERE
KILLED. PRINCIPAL PURPOSE SEEMED TO BE TO DETERMINE
LESSONS LEARNED FOR BENEFIT OF OTHER CACS. PRESENT AT
INTERVIEW, IN ADDITION TO LTCOL CORSON AND SGT BUTLER,
WERE THREE MARINE CAPTS, FROM III MAF THE TWO REPORTERS
AND CO 7TH MARINES. REPORTERS MADE DETAILED NOTES AND
ASKED A FEW QUESTIONS (LIMITED BY TIME) AT THE CONCLUSION
OF INTERVIEW WHICH LASTED ABOUT 45 MINUTES.
50 WHILE IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT BOTH MEMBERS OF PRESS ARE
FAVORABLE TO MARINE CORPS, TECHNIQUE OF HAVING THEM SIT
IN ON WHAT AMOUNTS TO AN INQUIRY APPEARS TO BE QUESTION
ABLE WAY OF HANDLING PRESS COVERAGE. AS ON EXAMPLE,
SGT BUTLER, WHEN ASKFD HIS CONCLUSIONS ABOUT OPERATION,
STATED THAT HE HAD LEARNED THAT PFS WOULDN'T STAND AND
FIGHT. HE LATER, ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE, STATED THAT THIS

PAGE THREE RUMKLA 3666E UNCLAS E 0
WAS AN ILL CONSIDERED CONCLUSION BECAUSE FIVE OF THE PFS
DIED ALONGSIDE HIS MARINES. BUTLER HAS DONE AN OUT-
STANDING JOB WITH HIS CAC, AND COULD HAVE PRESENTED
A NEWS-WORTHY STORY WITH POSITIVE BENEFITS TO THE MARINE
CORPS HAD THE MATTER BEEN HANDLED DIFFERENTLY.
BT
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MAJGEN ROBERTSHAW FROM LIGEN KR ULAK. MARINE CORPS
EYES ONLY.
A. CG FMFPAC 252323;
3. CINCPAC 240315
C o CG III MAF 293942
10 I SENT REF A TO PORTRAY THE BACKGROUND
WHICH GENERATED CINCPAC'S DECISION REGARDING A-SA
EMPLOYMENT , AS HE ANNOUNCED IT IN REF 3. THE
DECISION WAS MADE IN GUAM BY A HIGH-LEVEL GROUP.
THERE WERE NUMEROUS ALTERNATIVES TO THAT DECISION.
ONE , WHICH I FOUGHT OFF BEFORE THE GUAM MEETING,
WAS TO TAKE AWAY ONE OF OUR A6 SQUADRONS AND PUT IT
ON A CARRIER. ANOTHER WAS TO TURN OVER THE TOTAL -

REPEAT TOTAL 6 EFFORT OF ONE OF OUR SQUADRONS TO
7TH AIR FORCE.
20 THE CINCPAC MESSAGE, AS WRITTEN, HAD FULL
PROTECTION FOR YOU. IT ADDRESSED ONLY FULL
SYSTEMS SORTIES. IT LEFT THE EMPLOYMENT OF
NON-FULL SYSTEMS AIRCRAFT OUT OF THE DEAL, AND
PLACED THE DECISION AS TO HOW MANY FULL SYSTEMS
SORTIES COULD BE SPARED ENTIRELY IN YOUR HANDS.
IT PRESCRIBED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO CHANGE IN
COMMAND AND CONTROL. AND, MOST IMPORTANT, IT SPELLED
OUT THAT YOUR NEEDS WOULD COME FIRST. IN OTHER
WORDS, YOU WERE IN THE DRIVER'S SEAT.
3. REF C IS NOT CONSISTEN WITH THE ABOVE KNOW-
LEDGE. UNTIL IT GETS TO PARA 83 IT IS NEGATIVE IN
TENOR AND SUSCEPTIBLE OF BEING INTERPRETED
AS A WARNING THAT RELATIVELY LITTLE IS GOING TO
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BACI{GROUNi) I N REF A ~ 
I CAN SEE NO USEFUL PURPOSE SERVED BY ANY 
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PUT S THE MESSAGE p \Ii lTH ITS NEGATI VE TO NE \I H':: CI NCPACo S ' 
HA~DSg THERE IS GOING TO BE AN ABUNDA~CE OF 

,CMtEFUL SCRUTI NY TO ASCERTAI N JUS! HOW YOU 
ARE CARRYING OUT THE DECISION c YOU~OPREP. 
WILL BE STUDIED MICROSCOPICALLY AND WE ~1AY 
EXPECT QUESTIONS o VISITORS g AND ANALYS~S 
GALORE ~'BECAUSE THE ADElA n1PLOYME·NT IS VERY 
HIGH NOT o~a.y IN SHARp'llS MIND BUT Ir~ j·1CNAf1ARA Il S& 
40 YOU CAN DEPEND ON ME TO DO MY 9ESTTO KEEP THE 
FLUTTER FACTOR DOWN SEOULD RE C--O~' FALLOUT FRO~ IT~­
REACH HONOLULUo I \HLl KEEP YOU U:FORIYJED o 
MEANWHILE, I AM SURE THAT THERE MUST 3E SOMETHING IN 
THE AFFAIR WHICH DOES ~OT SHOW O~ TEE SURFACi SO 

. PLEASE TELL C1E THE FACTORS ~IHICH Gn:ERATED REF' C 
IN FACE OF THE KNOWLBGE CONtAINED IN THE OTHER 
n~o REFERENCES o' ~1ARM REGARDSo, 
GP=4 . . . 
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MATERIALIZE FROM THIS PROGRAM. IN LIGHT OF THE
BACKGROUND IN REF A,
I CAN SEE NO USEFUL PURPOSE SERVED BY ANY
PART OF REF C OTHER THAN PARA I AND PARA SB.
I HOPE IT GETS NO FARTHER BECAUSE IF MACV OR 7TH AIR FORCE
PUTS THE MESSAGE, WITH ITS NEGATIVE TONE, IN CINCPAC'S
HANDS, THERE IS GOING TO BE AN ABUNDANCE OF
CAREFUL SCRUTINY TO ASCERTAIN JUST HOW YOU
ARE CARRYING OUT THE DECISION. YOUR OPREP4
WILL BE STUDIED MICROSCOPICALLY AND WE MAY
EXPECT QUESTIONS, VISITORS, AND ANALYSES
GALORE, BE CAUSE THE A-6A EMPLOYMENT IS VERY
HIGH NOT ONLY IN SHARP'S MIND BUT IN MCNAMARA'S.
40 YOU CAN DEPEND ON ME TO DO MY BEST TO KEEP THE
FLUTTER FACTOR DOWN SHOULD RE Co-OR FALLOUT FROM IT--
REACH HONOLULU. I WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED.
MEANWHILE, I AM SURE THAT THERE MUST 3E SOMETHING IN
THE AFFAIR WHICH DOES NOT SHOW ON THE SURFACE so
PLEASE TELL ME THE FACTORS WHICH GENERATED REF C
IN FACE OF THE KNOWLEGE CONTAINED IN THE OTHER
TWO REFERENCES, WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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