s

con. 929 FILLER ___29
pva s 0207207 WONTHS _.. SEP 67
ORIGINATOR 2 COMUSMACV U

CATEGORY 3

- 1
FILE COPYe OF 3 COPIES

MAF s RECEIVED (1) ENVELGPE SAID TO CONTAIf cop1es2&3 OF 3

coriEs or_COMUSMACY messaae . $207207 SEP 67

RECEIVED BY: ‘ DATE /T INE

g

4& ﬁ ]5( )7/ pate montH_._$207202 SEP 6_7

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

Nl s mmm

YV NFAZ3TUKCABO TMMZVA 728VY  MAA3S5E
00 RUMHWF t | -
DETRUMSMA G183 ' 2456740

ZNY S88S5 ‘

0 9267202 SEP €7

F COMUSMACY

10 RUMHNF/CG 111 MAF - : .
RUMNVF/CG I FFORCEV . §§$>

\“\m

RUMSFF/CG 11 FFORCEV
RUMSHIZACTING SA 1V CIZ
5T
SECRET 29160 FROM MACCOC : e
GENERAL WESTMORELAND SENDS 10 GEHERALS uUSHMAN ROSSOH,
WEYAND AND MR. COTTRELL

‘. €S) THE EFFECTIVENESS AND DFTERH?NAIION DEMD NSTRATED
THUS FAR IN SECURING THE RVN ELECTIONS IS MOST SATISFACIORY. FROW
NOW THROUGH ELRCTION DAY AND THE DAY FOLLOWING WILL BE A MOST CRITICAL
FERIOD I8 THE MISTORY OF THIS COUNIRY. ANY MEASURES STILL REMAINING
AVAILABLE T0 YOU OR YOUR RVN COUNTERPARTS 70 HEIGHTEN THE DEGREE
O SECURITY SHOULD BE TAKEN HOW TG ASSURE UNQUALIFIED SUCCESS.

2, €Sy ALTHOUGH THE ELECTION WILL TFRMINATE ON THE EVENING OF
3 SEPTEMBER, THERE SHOULD BE N0 TAPERING OFF IN SECURITY ACTIVITIES
FDR AT LEAST AN ADDITIONAL 24 HOURS 10 INSURE THE ORDFRLYKWCCOWPLIQHe

MENT OF THE NECESSARY POST ELECTION FURTICNS, GPe4
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1, THE FOLLOWING IS8 aN U+DATE ON INFORMﬁiION SUMNARIZED IN REF A,
2, REF B REQUESTED ATTITUDE OF COMUSMACY aND AMFMBASSY SAIGOH

,uizﬁ REGARD TO DEFENSE REQUESTS WHICH INVOLVE RENOVAL OF LATHEY
FROM VN PRIOR TO.TRIAL, REF © ADVISED THAT &CTI0ONS AS TO DEFENSE
REQUESTS ARE WITHIN SCURD DISCRETION OF CONVENIHNG AUTHORITY PRIOR
TO TRIAL AND OF COURT DURING TRIAL. NO ADVERSE REACTION ANTICIPATED
FROM BVN AS TO aNY ACTIONS TAKEN PURSUAHT TO UCHJ AND WCM., AMEMBASSY
CONCURS IN LATER ASSESSUENT, ,

3, WwiLL CONT INUE TO ADVISE YOU OF SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS.
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¢S) IN THIS POST ELECTION PERIOD IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ALL .
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT ENPLOYEES, CIVILIAN AND MILITARY, SUPPORT THE
FREELY ELECTED GOVERNMENT , THERE SHOULD BE NO WAVERING OF LOYALTY.

"ADVISORS SHOULD INMPRESS THIS .FACT UPON THEIR COUNTERPARTS AND

SHOULD DO ALL POSSIBLE TO SEE THAT COUNTERPARTS GET FULLY BEEKIND
THE EFFORTS OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT SO THAT THERE MAY EE NO LOSS OF
MOMENTUM IN OUR JOINT EFFORTS HERE GP=4 _
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UNCLAS 25462 FROM: MACOI FOR: CG°S AND-FL ICERS 8 ~ .
SUBJ 2 PRESS TRENDS NUMBER Eﬁsasgngﬁﬂﬁasg% Emggg %5%%3 ECTION 1 OF 1V
THE FOLLOWING SIGMIFICANT ITEMS WERE RELEASED TO NEWS
CORRESPONDERTS IN SAIGON AT 1638H THIS DATE:
CONTACT FLARED ANEW YESTERDAY AS ALLIED FORGES REPORTED SIGe
M IFICANT ACTIONS IN I CORPS, 111 CORPS, 4ND IV COPRS, THERE ARE
35 BATTALION SIZE OR LARGER OPERATIONS UNDERWAY IN THE REPUBLIC
17 OF -THEM ARE ANNOUNCED . .
IN QUANG NAM PROINCE , ELEMENWTS OF THE STH MARINES CONTINUE TO
PRESS THE ENEWY IN THE CONTACT REPORTEF YESTERDAY. THE U,S. MARINES
ARE REPORTED TO BE IN L IGHT CONTACT » THUS FAR THEY NAVE ANNOUNCED
FOR 160 EREMY KILLED ., THE ACTION BEGAN AT 0508 O# THE 4TH AND 1§
CENTERED IN AN AREA 24 KM (15 MILES) NORTHWEST OF TaM KY., |

U.S. MARINES IN OPERATION KINGFISHER KEIL%ED 7 ENEMY IN A
ONTACT 2 KM (1.2 MIH%S%HEOQE¥%EST OF COW THEIN YESTERDAY, TWO

)
o)
)]

(A

&2
&,
Y,

G °
MARINES WERE KILLED

PAGE 2 RUMSMA @537J UNCLAS - ' ,

8 (0N BACKGROUWD) A LIGHT FIRE TEAM FOR THE U.S. ARMY°S ST
- AVAITION BRIGADE KILLED 18 ENEMY SOUTH=SOUTHWEST OF CAN THE YESTERe
I DAY WHEN THEY CAME TO THE ASSISTANCE OF AN ARUN OUTPOST . THE OUT=-
{ POST WAS ATTACKED BY AN ESTIMED COMPANY AND THE GUMSHIPS
B SPOTTED THE ENENY IN CAMPANS MOVING DOWN A CANAL . (END BACKGROUND)
E IN OPERATION KOLE KOLE ELEMENTS OF THE 2D BRIGADE, 25TH

* INFANTRY DIVISION MADE TwO CONTACTS WITH THE ENEMY WEST OF SaIGON
YESTERDAY ACCOUNT ING FOR 16 ENEMY KILLED o 'TWO U.S. SOLDIERS WERE
é%%%%B IN THE FIRST CONTACT AND THERE WERE NO U.S. INJURIES IN THE

IN OPERATION DIAVOND HEAD HEAVY CONTACT WAS REPORTED NORTHEAS
OF TAY NINH WHEN UNITS OF THE 3D BRIGADE, 25 TH INFANTRY DIVISIO
MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY NEAR THE BASE OF NMUI BA DEN MOUNTAIN
THREE U.S. SOLDIERS WERE KILLED I¥ THIS ACTION., ENEMY CASUALTIES
ARE UNKNOWH o | o :

AIR FORCE PILOTS FLEW 83 MISSIONS, HARINE CORPS PILOTS 34, AND
NAVY PILOTS 18 FOR A TOTAL OF 127 AIR STRIKES AND ARM RECONNAISSANCE
M ISSIONS OVER WORTH VIETHAM YESTERDAY. TARGETS INCLUDED HIGHWAY
BRIDGES, RAILROAD FACILITIES, WEAPONS POSITONS AND L INES OF COM=
MUNICATION . AIR FORCE F =4 PHANTOM WaS DOWNED TO GROUND FIRE IN

@ vy

I MAF 210075 (REV. 11-56) - coPy # 2
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PAGE 3 RUMSMA @537J UNCLAS ,
THE PANHANDLE , THE PILOT IS MISSING.- i

UeSo PILOTS CONTINUED THEIR SUPPORT OF ﬁLLIED GROUND FORCES
T HROUGHOUT THE REPUBL IC YESTERDAY., THEY FLEW MORE THAN 568 F IXED
WING AND 12,888 HELICOPTER SORTIES PROIDING THE NECESSARY COMBAT
AND LOGISTECAL SUPPORT TO KEEP THE ENEMY OFF BALANCE.

THE SEVENTH FLEET ROGCKET -FIRING SHIP USS ST FRANCIS RIVER @REGKED
439 ENENY EMPLACEMENTS AND KILLED AT LEAST 10 ENEMY IN QUANG TRI AND
BINH DINR PROVINCES DURING THE PAST THREE DAYS.

111 MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE .

OPERATION KINGFISHER (QUANG TRI PROVINCES) - THIRTY SEVEN ENEMY
AND TWO U.S. MARINES WERE KILLED YESTERDAY AS & RESULT OF A CON~-
TACT BETWEEN A MULT I<COMNPANY FORCE FROM THE 4TK MARINES AND AW
%NKNOMN SIZE ENEMY FORCE 2 KM (§.2 MILES) SOUTHWESI OF CON

HIEN

AT 1115 YESTEDDAY A COMPANY FROM THE 4H MARINES MADE FIRST CONTACT
WITH THE ENEMY. AS CONTACT DEVELOPED A SECOND MARINE
COMPANY REINFORCED ., A MARINE OBSERVER GALLED OR STAT IOH
ADJUSTED ARTILLERY FIRE AND DIRECTED GROUND FORCES AGAINSYT THE
ENEMY ., LATE IN THE AFTERNOON THE ENEMY EMPLOYED ART ILLERY FIRE
AG&INST THE FRIENDLY UNITS AND THEN BROKE CONY

. €F AFTER DARK .

PAGE 4 RUMSMA B537J UNCLAS 50
ONE CREW SERVED AND TWO INDIVIDUAL HEAPONS WERE CAPTURED o
FORTY-SEVEN MARINES WERE WOUNDED (36 MEDEVAC D).
AT 1226 YESTERDAY ELEMENTS OF THE STH MARINES COMPANY ENGAGED
AN UNKNOWN SIZE ENMEMY FORCE 4 KM (2.4 MILES) SOUTHEAST OF CON
THIEN . SMALL ARNMNS AND AUTOMATICE WEAPONS FIRE WAS EXCHENGED AND
MORTAR FIRE SUPPORTED THE MARINE UNIT ., ONE MARINE WAS KILLED
AND SIX WERE YWOUNDED , ENEMT CASUALTIES ARE UBKNOWN . .
ONE ROUND OF THE MORTAR FIRE SUPPOREINRG THE MARINES FELL
SHORT , WOUNDING NINE MARINES, Al INVESTIGATION IS UNDERWAY,
BETWEEN 0845 AND (180 YESTERDAY THE-U.S. 4TH MARINES CONMMAND
POST AT CON THIEM WAS HIT BY AN ESTIMATED 35 ROUNDS OF ENEMY 83MM
ART ILLERY FIRE ., COUNTER BATTERY FIRE WAS INITIATED FROM ARTIL -

LERY UNITS AND TANKS WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. THREE U.S., MARINES

WERE YOUMNDED o
- (ELAYED REPORT) BETWEEN 1708 AND 1928 O 3 SEP?EMBER THE
ATH MARINES COMMAND POST AT COM THIEN REVEIVED. 70 ROUNDS OF ENEMY
82 MORTAR FIRE ., COUNTER MORTAR FIRE WAS-RETURNED FROM TANKS
AND ONTOS AND AIR STRIKES WERE DIRECTED:- AGAINST SUSPECTED ENENY
POSITIONS WITH UNKMBOWN RESULTS. TWO MARINES WERE WOUNDED .

AT 8855 YESTERDAY MORNZNG IHE SAME MARENE COMMAND POSI RE&

1 MAF 210075 (REV, 11-66)
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PAGE 5 RUMSMA 2537J UNCLAS
CEIVED 52 ROUMDS OF ENEMY ARTILLERY AWD RECOILEQS RIFLE FIRE o
COUNTEER BATTERY FIRE WAS RETURNED. WITH UHKNOUN RESUW.TS . THERE

WERE NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES,

QIANG NAM/QUANG TIN PROVINCES - UPDAIE = IHE ENEMY HAS 168
DEAD THUS FAR AS ACTION CONTINUES BETWEEN UNITS OF THE SIN
MARINES AND ELEMENTS OF AN EST IMATED TWO EHEMY BATTALIONS 24 KM
(15 MILES) NORTHWEST OF TaM KY.

THE MARINES ARE RECEIVING UeSo AIR FORCE AC =47 DRARGONSHIP
TANK AND ARTILLERY SUPPORT TO SEAL OFF THE ENEMY ESCAPE ROUTES IN
TkE QUE SON VALLEY WHERE THE ACTION IS TAXING FLACE.

ELEMENTS OF THE STH MARINES WERE ON A SEARCH AND DESIROY
MISSION & KM ¢4 MILES) EAST OF ETHE MANMLET OF QUE SON YESTERDAY
WHEN THEY MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY IN DUG IN POSITIONS.

THE TERRAINE IS RELATIVELY OPAN TREE L INED PATIY LARD. OTHER
MARINE UNITS WERE HELOED INTO THE AREA, THE ACT ION THROUGHOUT
THE DAY WAS DESCRIBED A5 SPORADIC T0 HEAUY THE ACTION TAPPFRED
OFF DURING THE NIGHT »

AT MID NIGHT COUNTER MORTAR FIRE AND DRANGOSHIPS SILENCED
ENEMY MORTAR FIREE AS L IGHMT CONTACT CONTINUED .

IN ADDITION TO THE ENEMY CASUALTIES THERE HAVE BEEMN 24

PAGE 6 RUMSMA @537J UNCLAS
DETAINEES. NINETEEN AND TWO CREW CREW SERVED WEAPONS HAVE
BEEN CAPTURED, THE LIGHT ACTION IS .CONEINUING.

" TASK FORCE OREGOM = FIFTEEN ENEMY WERE KILLED YESTERDAY

THROUGHOUT THE TASK FORCE OREGOH AREA OF THE OPERATION WHEN UoS,

ARMY ELEMENTS PRESSED THEIR OFFENSIVE -OPERATIONS IN THE SOUTHERN
PART OF 1 CORPS.,
EIGHT OF THE ENEMY WERE KILLED BY UNITS OF THE 3D BRIGADE 4TH

- INFANTRY DIVISION, IN SCATTERED ACT IONS NEAR DUC PHI IN QUANG

NGIA PROVINCES. U.S. PARATROOPERS FROM THE 1ST BRIGADE, 121ST
A IRBORNS DIVISION , KILLED SEVEN ENEMY AND DESTROY .
MISSION NEAR CHI LAI 1N QUANG TIW PROUINLEo
I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM
OPERATION PERSHING BINH DINM PROVINCE THE ENEMY DEATH IOLL
1IN OPERATION PERSHING NOW STANDS AT 3,145. CALVARYMENH FROM THE
U.S. ARMY IST CALVARY DIVISION (AIRNOBIL") CONTRIBUTED T0 THE
TO0TAL EHEN THEY KILLED SEVEN ENEMY IN SCATTERED CONTACTS IN BINH
D I¥H PROVINCE YESTERDAY., FRIENDLY CASUALTIES FOR THE OPERAT ION
ARE 447 KILLED AND 2,021 WOUNDED, -
11 FIELD FORCE VIE!NAM
OPERATION KOLO KOLO (TAY NINH PROUINCE) EIGHT ENEMY WERE
BT :

11 MAF 210075 (REV. 11-46)
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OUNCLAS 29422 FROM: MACOI FORS CG°S AND FLAG OFF ICERS SECTION I3 OF IV,

KILLED AND ONE SUSPECT ®AS DETAINED IN SOUTKERN. TAY NINH PROVINCE

LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON BY U.S. INFANTRYMEN.
A COMPANY FROM THE U.5. ARMY°S 2 BRIGADE, 25TH INFANTRY

DIVISION , MADE CONTACT WITH AN UNKNOWN SIZE ENEMY FORCE $4 KN

" (4D MILES) NORTHWEST OF SAIGON AT 1745, THE ACTION TOOK PLACE

. IN A RICE PADDY AREA 5 KM ¢3 MILES) NORTHWEST OF THE vaM CO

' DONG RIVER , AC-47 DRAGONSHIPS, HEL ICOPTER LIGHT FIRE_TEAWS
AND ARTILLERY FIRES SUPPORTED THE INFANTRY®EN. TWO OTHER
COMPANIES FROM THE DIVISION WERE CALLED.IN AS REIUFORCEMENTS.

THE ENEMY BROKE CONTACT AT 26450 TWP UoS. SOLDIERS WERE

KILLED AND 13 WOUNDED I8 THE ACTION . THE UoS. SOLDIERS RE=-
COVERED TWO INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS LEFT BERIND BY THE ENEMY,

. MEANWHILE , AT 1930 ANOTMER 2) BRIGADE COMPANY ENGAGED AN
UNKNOWN NUMBER OF ENEMY IN SAMPANS 20 KM (13 MILES) DOWN THE
RIVER, JUST INSIDE THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF HAU NGHIA PROVIHCE .

TR R

-

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 0538 UNCLAS R ‘
A SHORT FIRE FIGHT ENSUED WHICH RESULTED IN EIGHT ENENMY KILLED
AND THREE ENEMY SAMPANS DESTROYED o THERE WERE NG U.5. CASUAL~
TIES IN THIS ACTION. '

OPERAT ION DIAMOND HEAD C(TAY NINH PROVIWOE) = HEAVY CONTACT
WAS MADE YESTERDAY BETWEEN ELEMENTS OF THE Uo.S. ARMY 'S 3D :
BRIGADE , 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION , AND AN EST IMATED REINFORCED ENEMY
COMPANY 86 KM (54 MILES) NORTHWEST OF SALGOH. '
. THE U.S, TROOPS MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY AT 1311 NEAR
THE BASE OF THE TOWERING NUI BA DEN MOUNTAIN NORTHEAST OF TaY
NIN¥H CITY. A COMPANY FROM THE 22 INFANTRY MADE THE INITIAL
CONTACT WITH THE WELL FORTIFIED ENEMY, AS THE ACTION DEVELOPED
A SECONMD CONMPANY FROM THE 22D REINFORCED ITS SISTER UNIT,
" THROUGHOUT THE BATTLE THE ENEMY EMPLOYED SMALL ARMS, AUTO-
MAT IC WEAPONS AND RPG-2 ROCKETS WHILE THE U.S. ELEMENTS RE-
TALIATED WITH ARTILLERY, A HEL ICOPTER LIGHT FIRE TEAM AND U.S,
A IR FORCE TACTICAL AIR STRIKES. FIVE OF. THE TACTICAL AIR STRIKES
POURED ORDNANCE DIRECTLY ON THE ENEMY TARBETS. THE ACTION BECANE
L IGHT TO SPORADIC AS EVENING APPROACHED AND AT 1910 THE ENEWMY
BROKE OFF THE ENMGAGEMENT . THERE WERE THREE U.So. SOLDIERS KILLED
AND 33 WOUNDED IN THE ACTION, ENEMY CASUALTIES ARE UNKNOWM.

11l MAF 210075 (REV, 11-66)
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IV CORPS TaCTICaL ZONE

OPERAT ION FOHONADD JV. A 0NE AN PnQJ?MEE} « A EHEMY AMMURITION
CACHE , 22 KM (14 HILES) SOUTH=S0UT HEAST : OF ”QIGDMg WAQ UNCOVERED
LATE YEQIEHDAY MORMING BY A PATROL OF THE US ARMY®S @ BRIGADE,
Q;H INFANTRY DIVISION , THE CACHE CONTAINED Q,w@ﬁ ROUNDS OF S

AMNUNITION , 2,050 ROUNDS OF 7,92 AMMUNITIONS, 686 ROUNDS OF ., 30 .
GQLIBEP Aﬁﬁuwifiﬁﬂo aAND TNENIY 6@W,‘@RAAP PGU&DS ELGHT POUNDS
OF TWT WERE ALSO FOUBD,

(PHONG DINH PROVINCE) = IV COPP@@ FOF BACfGROUND> - SINTEEN
ENEMY WERE KILLED YESTERDAY WHEN & LIGNT FIRE TEAM FROM THE U.S,
ARMY °S IST AVIATION BRIGADE CAME TQ THE ASSISTANCE OF AN ARMN
DUEPOST SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF CAN THO.

HE ARMY GUNSHIPS WERE CALLED IN WHER THE OUIPOST, LOCAiED
30? KM (88 MILES) SOUTHWEST OF Sale0f, WAS ATTACKED BY AR EST M~
"ATED ENEMY COMPANY, THE GUNBERS SPOTTED THE ENEMY ESCAPING IN
SAMPANS DOYN A CaNAL AND FIRED ON THEM,. NI&E bAHP&NS HERL ALSO
SUNK IN THE ACTION. (END BACKhROUKD)o o

' AIR NORTH-AIR SOUTH s

AIR NORTH-AIR FORCE PILOTS FLEW 83 MlgSIONS ME?IME PILOTS
‘34 AND NAUY PILOTS 1O FOR A EOlﬁL GF 127 bTRF%& AND ARMED RECON-

?ACE 4 PUHSWQ ﬁ538J UNCLQS . '

 NAISSANCE MISSIQNS GVER NORTH VLET%&M YE STERDAY. TARGETS BSCLUDEB
- HIGHWAY BRIDGES, RAILROAD. "ACKLTIIES, WEAPONS POSITIONS AND

L INES OF COﬂMUN?GA?IOMa

IN & UNIGQUE SET OF CERCUMSAANC[S .5, AIR FORCE FIGHTER
g%Lnghfﬂﬂﬁ THE SBS“H TACT ICAL PIG ITER WING LAUNCHED A S8M

u) l e ) .

il AN F =4 PHANT O AT&ACK ON A MOBILE HISSILE SITE , THE RE»
SULTANT FIRE AND EXFLOSION OF THE SITE , LOCATED SUMF 25 MILES
SOUTH-SOUTHEAST OF DONG HOI IN THE PAUHQNJLE CAUSED THE SaM
MISSILE TQ RACE SKYWARD WITHOUT DIRECTION OR CONTROL TI0 2,688
FEET BEFORE ARCHING OVER AND IMPACTING 4 KM (2 1/2 MILES) HORTH
OF THE !ARGET OTHER F~4°S SET OFF FOUn HOR“ SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS

- AHD DESTROYED THE TRANSPORTER.

PHANTOW AND. THUNDERCHIEF PILOTS FROM A{L o)“fH lFb ATTACKED

THT KEP HA ®REPEAT) HEP HA ARMY BARRACHS AGAIN YESTERDAY, DE-

STROYING SIX BUILDINGS 64 ¥M ¢a@ MILES ) NORTH OF hQLPHOPGo
FA&OT% OBSERVED & NUMBER OF OTHER UTLXIAFY STRUCTURES THAT HAD
PTF% PREVIQUSLY DESTROYED.

EIGHE PIECES OF ROLLING STOCK WERE. DﬁbrﬂOYhD AED FLG‘

Q? PS DAM&G&D TN Thr PdU CHO RAXLRU&D DIDENG 21 KM €13 MILES)

111 MAF 210075 (REV. 11-66)
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PAGE 5 RUMSHMA 85381 UNCLAS
EAST -NORTHEAST OF MANOQX BY 38%TH IFW PILOTS AND 158 FEET OF

TRACK WAS TORN UP AT THE HOANG MAI RAILROAD SIDING 37 KM (23
MILES) HORTH-NORTIMEAST OF HANOI BY PHANTOMS FROM THE 8IH TFY.

OTHER &H TFY PILOTS TOUCHED OFF A LARGE SECONDARY EKPLOSION
WHICH SEMNT FLAMES TO 880 FEET AND SMOKE TO OVER 2,800 FEET

DECLASSIFIED

ALOMG A TRUCK CONVOY 40 XM (25 MILES) SOUTH OF VINH. AN
UNKNOWN NUMBER OF TRUCKS WERE DESTROYED OR DAMAGED . SMOKE AND

DARKNESS PREVENTED COMPLETE BOMBE DAMAGE &SSESSNEHTo
THE PANHANDLE., THE PILOT IS WRISSING It} ACT ION.
OF THE CENTER OF HAIPHONG WERE DESTROYED BY U.5, NAYY CARRIER-

Al AIR FORCE F =4 PHANTOM WAS DOWNED PBY ENEMY GROUND FIRE IN

TWO SPANS OF A KEY HIGHYAY BRIDGE, 5:%il (3.1 MILES) SOUTH

BASED PILOIS YESTERDAY. A

BY THE MAVY JETS., THE FLAK SITES WERE SI.ENCED . SMOKE AND
DUST AT THE sAM SITE PREVENTED DAMAGE ASSESSMENT .

OF HAIPHONG WAS ALSO HEAVILY DAMAGED- YESTERDAY BY ORISKANY

=4 SKYHAWK AND F -8 CRUSADER PILOTS
FROM THE USS ORISKANY SCORED DIRECT HITS WITH THEIR 508 POUND
BOMBS OF THE BRIDTE , DROPPING TWO SPANS INTO THE WATER. TWO
FLAK SITES AND & SAW SITE IN THE SAME AREA WERE ALSO ATTACKED

THE ARMY SUPFLY DEPOT AT AN LUAN, §B-XM (7 MILES) SOUTHWEST

PAGE 6 RUMSMA B538J URCLAS
JETSo. & SERIES OF FIRES, THROUGHOUT THE COMPLEX SENT CDLUWNS
.OF SMOKE BILLOWING 70O &ﬂg@ﬂﬁ FEET»

.48 KM €28 AND

USS CORAL SEA SKYHAWKS DAMAGED TWO OTHER BRIDGES, 33 AND
B MILES) SOUTH=50UTHWEST OF HAIFMONG AND REPORTED

ORDNANCE ON TARGET AT A THIRD BRIDGE, 51 KM (32 MILES) SOUTH

OF THANH HOA .

-~ DESTROYED AND FIVE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS WERE SET OFF AS A RESULT
OF MARINE CORPS A=4 SKYHAWK RAID 40 Xt (25 MILES) SOUTH OF DONG

A SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE (SAM) O8 A TRAILER TRANSPORTER WAS

HOI YESTERDAY. OTHER CHU LAI BASED MARINE JETS JOINED WITH DA

NANG BASED PILOIS Iy MITTING ARTILLERY POSIT IONS JUST. HORTH OF
THE DMZ ., THEY DESTROYED FIVE FORTIFICATIONS, SET OFF TWO SECON -

DARY EXPLOSIONS AND STARTED THREE FIRESw DARKNESS PREVENTED
FURTHER BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT o

TWO LARGE ORANGE SECONDARY EXPLOSIOMS WERE TRIGGERED -AND

ONE FIRE IGNITED AT A FERRY COMPLEX 25 KM (16 MILES) SOUTH OF

DONG HOI BY DA NANG BASED A=6 INTRUDERS,

OVER 5@@ SOR;IES N THE REPUBL IC YESTERDAY ALMOST HALF OF WHICH

AIR SOUTH-U.S, AIR FORCE AND MARINE CORPS TACT ICAL FIGHTER
PILOTS HAMMERED ENEMY ENCAMPWENTS AND POSITIONS WHILE FLYING

BT

11t MAF 210075 {REV. 11-66)
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WERE IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF ALLIED GROUND' OPERATIONS. .

WORKING CLOSELY WITK GROUND FORCES, SEVENTH AIR FORCE PILOIS
REPORTED 21 ENEMY SaMPARS SURK, EIGNT OF WHICH RESULTED IN SECON<
DARY EXPLOSIONS, 148 ENENY FORTIFEGAIIQNS HEUTRALIZED AND TEW
F IRES STARTED WITHIN ENEMY POSITIONS, THEY FLEW 148 OF THEIR
303 SORTIES I¥ DIRECT SUPPORT OF ALLIED GROUND OPERATIONS UNDER-

WAY IN THE REPUBLIC,

PILOTS FROM THE IST WARINE AIR WING CONT INUED TO PROVIDE
HEAVY SUPPORT TO GROUND FORGCES IN THE ‘' GORPS TACTICAL ZORE,
ANNOUNCED GROUND OPERATIONS WERE SUPPORTED BY §82 TACT ICAL AIR
SORTIES OF THE 263 SORTIES FLOWN BY MARINE AVIATORS . THIER
ATTACKS AGAINST THE ENEMY LOCATIONS ACCOUNTED FOR (2 ENEMY
KILLED , 27 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AHD 22 FIRES. THEY ALSO DE-
STROYED OR DAMAGED 183 ENEMY FORIIFECAIIONS AND TWO WEAPONS
POSITIONS.

A

A
4

PAGE 2 RUMSHMA 0535J UNCLAS
UeSo AIR FORCE STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND B-=52 CREWS STRUCK MORD

:TAR AND ARTILLERY POSITIONS IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF THE

.- DEMILITARIZED ZOWE LAST NIGHT, 5 KM (3 WILES) NORTHORTHEAST
00 CON THIEN,

TWENT Y=FOUR ENEMY WERE KILLED YESTERDAY, 35 ENEMY SAMPARS
YERE DESTROYED AND 16 FIELD POSITIONS YERE NEUTRALIZED BY

UoSo ARMY GUNSHIP CREWS., ARMY AIRCRAFT, Ii¥ A COWTINUING
EFFORT TO PRESS THE ENEMY AND PROVIDE COWBAT AND LOGISITICS SUP-
PORT TO ALLIED GROUND FORCES, FLEW ALMOST 11,008 SORTIES IN THE
REPUBL IC YESTERDAY. THEY CARRIED MORE THAN 15 @88 TROOPS AND
OVER 1,560 TONS OF CARGO.

HORKING SIDE=-BY-SIDE WITH ARVN FORCES IN THE IV CORPS TAC -

rTILQL ZONE ARMY HEL ICOPTERS ASSISIED IN.KEEPING ?HE ENEMY OFF

BALANCE BY FLYING NEARLY 639 SORTIES, .- -
ADDING SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE OVERALL -MISSION U.S. MARINE
CORPS MEL ICOPTER CREWS FLEW OVER A THOUSAND SORTIES IN THE 11l
MAF AREA, 156 OF WHICH YERE ARMED HELO SORTIES. THEY TRANSPORTED
OVER 1,800 TROOPS AND 356 TONS OF CARGO.
.- US NAVY SEVENTH FLEET
NGF = RVN ® THE ROGKETﬂFIRING SHIP USS STo FRANCI? RIVER

H) MAF 210075 (REV. 11-66)
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WRECKED 439 ENEMY EMPLACEMERTS AND KﬂtLED AT LEAST 2@ ENEWY i
QUANG NGA1 AND BINBH DINH PROVINCES DURENG THE PAST THREE DAYS,

YESTERDAY THE SHIP POUNDED AN ENEWY STORAGE AREA (18 KM (6
MILES) NORTHEAST OF QUANG NGAI CITY, DESTROYING OR DAMAGING 166
EMPLACEMENT S AND 18 SAMPANS . HER FIREPO@ER ALSO DAMAGED FOUR
BARGES AND TRIGGERED THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS,

ON 3 SEPTEMBER , HER ROCKETS AND FIVE-INHCH GUHS HIT AN ENEMY
ASSEMBLY AREA Sﬂ K €19 MILES ) NORTHK OF BOHE. SON , DESTROYING

‘OR DAMAGEING THREE EMPLACEMENTS.

THE ENEMY FELT SOME OF THE STRENGIH OF THE §I FRANCIS RIVER :
oN 2 SEPTEMBER WHEM SHE KILLED 13 ENEMY AND DESTROYED OR DAMAGED
386 EMFLACENEN@S 10 KM (S MILES) NORTHEAST OF QUANG NGAT CITY.
THE SHIP°S ROCKETS ALSO WRECKED 28 BUNKERS AND COLLAPSED 420
?EETSOF THRENCH BESIDE SPARKING A SEGONDARY EXPLOSION AWD THREE

IRES,

il OTHER NAVAL ACT 10N ALOMG THE COAST OF SGUTH VIETNAM , THE
DESTROYER USS KNOX SHELLED AN EREHY ENPLACEMERT 12 KN (6 MILES?
SOUT H-SOUT HEAST OF BOWG SON IN SUPPORT -OF OPERATION PERSHING
YESTERDAY.IDAMAGE ASSESSMENT WAS UNAVAILABLE o

SEVEN ENENY E%PLACEME&?SD THREE sampams»amn I@Q’EU@KERS WERE

";é« '
AGE 4 RUMSMA @535 UNCLAS

“DESTROYED OR DAMAGED YESTERDAY WHEN A SEUEN?H FLEET DESTROYER

. FIRED ON TARGETS IN THE IV CORPS., THIS ACTION TOOX PLACE IN AN

5; AREA 132 KM (83 MILES) SOUTH -SOUTHYEST- @F SAIGON -IN VINH BINM

Y PROVINCE o

“' THE SAME AREA WASH HIT ON 3 SEPTEMBER WITH SIX ENEMY EMPLACE e
. MENTS AND ONE BUMKER DESTROYED OR DAMAGED.
‘ NGF<DMZ (DELAYED REPORT )-ENEMY ARTILLERY POSITIONS IN

BOTK HALVES OF THE DEMIL ITARIZED ZONE WERE TARGETS FOR THE DE-

'STROYER USS WALDRON ON 3 SEPTEMBER . ONE POSITION WAS SILEMCED

BY THE SHIP®°S FIVE-INCH GUNS IN THE WORTHERN MALF AND GOOD

~ COVERAGE WAS REPORTED ON A POSITION IN. JHE SOUTHERN PORTION .

THE HEAVY CRUISER USS BOSTOE ALSO -THRNED'HER GUNS ON ENEMY
ARTILLERY POSITIONS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE L70H PARALLEL THAT
DAY, BUT DAMAGE ASSESSMENT WAS UNAVILABLE

UoS, NAVAL FORCES, VIETNAM

HAUFG@U = BoSo UVY AND COAST GUARD MARKET TIME PATROLS DE-
TAINED 55 PERSONS AND 16 JUNKS YESTERDAY, WHILE SURVEYING OR -
SEAP?ﬁIﬂG & TOTAL OF 2,120 UESSELS RLONG ?HE REPUBL IC OF VIETNAN°S
COASTLIRE o
FORTY-THREE OF THE SUSPECTS WERE DETAINED“FOLLOWENG 4

. MIMAF 2100/5 {(REV. 11-66)
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'LARGE ROUN=UP OF RIVER CRAFT 7 KM (5 MILES) EORTH OF DONG

PHU OFF THE COAST OF QUANG NGAI PROVINCE . IN THIS ACTION, (4
OF THE TOTAL JUNKS WERE HELD . THREE OF THE SUSPECTS DETA IHED
WERE LATER COMFIRMED TO BE VIET CONG,

SEVEN UoSo NAVY RIVER PATROL BOATS (PBR) AND FOUR NAVY ARMED

SEAWOLF HELICOPTERS BATTLED ENEMY FORCES FOR THREE HOYRS YES-

TERDAY ALONG THE CO CHIEN RIVER , 88 WM €30 MILES) SOUTHWEST OF
SAYGON , RESULTING IN NINE ENEMY FORTIFICATIONS DESTROYED aMD

- 27 OTHERS DAMAGED ,

AT 1588 YESTERDAY, VINH LONG<-BASED PBRS ON ROUTINE PATROL
CAME UNDER EWEMY ATTACK WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPOHS AND SMALL

ARMS FIRE FROM SIX 70 EIGHI SHORE POSITIONS. OTHER PBRS AND A

REAVY HELICOPIER FIRE TEAM WERE CALLED 1IN T0 MIT THE EMEMY -
POSITIONS WITH .50 CALIBER MACHINE GUN ARD W~79 GRENADE FIRE,
THE ENEMY ATTAGK CAME FROM BUNKERED FORTIFICATIONS AND
FOXHOLES ALONG A 2 KM (1 §/2 MILE) STRETCH OF THE SHORELIKE.
ISERE WERE NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES AND ENEMY CASUARLTIES ARE
UNKNOWR o R

CTHER PBRS OPERATING IN THE MEKOND DELTA AND RUNG SAT SPECIAL

xZONE DURING GAME WARDEN PATROLS REPORTED SURVEYING OR SEARCHING

PAGE & RUMSHMA 053%J UNCLAS Lt e

1,382 VESSELS YESTERDAY DETAINING EIGMT SUSPECTS,

HOTE s CASUALTY FIGURES ARE INTERIM AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE . IT SHOULD
AL'SO BE CONSIDERED IN EVALUATING U.S. WOUNDED FIGURES THAT 85 PCT ARE
RETURNED TO DUTY WITHOUT HOSPITALIZATION AND OVER 2/3 OF THOSE

- HOSPITAL IZED ARE LATER RETURNED TO DUTY,

T 31 JULY.

B

ADDENDUM 8 »
THE COMMUNISTS HAVE NOT WON A SINGLE MEAYINGFUL VICTORY
IN THE T1 CORPS TACT ICAL ZONE OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS, "
THIS STATEMENT WAS MADE IN A REPORT PREPARED BY L SEUTENANT
GENERAL WILLIAM Bo ROSSON, COMMANDER OF THE Uo.S. ARMY °S I
FIELD FORCE, '
THE REPORT STATES THAT MORE THAN 36,2006 NORTHVIETNAMESE
ADD VIET CONG HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE II CORPS TACT ICAL ZOHE
BY U.S., RUN AND ROK FORCES DURING THE §8<MONTH PERIOD ENDING
THE ALLIED FORCES HAVE REPEATEDLY REVERSED MAJOR ENEMY .
OFFENSIVES DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE A BIG VICTORY THAT WOULD RESTORE
BADLY NEEDED MORALE AND PREST IGE TG THE COMMUNISIS,.
THE ALLIES STYMIED THEIR GREATEST EFFORT WHEN THE ENEMY
ATTEMPTED FOUR AMBITIOUS CAMPAIGNS IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS

1l MAF 2100/5 (REV. 11-66})
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BETWEEN OCTOBER 1965 ARD NOVEMBER 5966é )

THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT & MAJOR ENEMY OFFENSIVE WAS PL&&NFD
THIS PAST JUNE , BUT WAS ABORTED WHEN THE UcS.ARMY'S &H INe -
FANTRY DIVISION KILLED 473 COMMUBISTS IN BATTALION SIZE ELEME&?S
OF THREE WORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY REGIMENTS. .

fi

"THE REPCRT CONTINQES TO STATE THAT THE EHNEMY HAS BEEN TORCED
CINTO AVOID ING DECISIVE CONTACT WITH ALLIED FORCES. ALLIED ACTIONS

HAVE REPEATEDLY CUT HIS FLOW OF MATERIEL , FORCING THE ENEMY TO

:u MOVE TO SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS WHERE THbRE ib SCANTY FOOD

SUPPLIES.
BT

. 11 MAF 2100/5 (REV. 11-46}
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BT , /
CONFIDEBNTLAL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR 29434
FROM MACDC<£BD EXCLUSIVE FOR LGEN CUSHMAN FROM GENERAL YESTMORELAND
REFs Ao CG, 111 MAF N5G DIG 65013& SEP 67 ()
1o (C» RECEIVED YOUR REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN FUNDING
REPAIR OF THE SONG CAU DO BRIDGE .
2, (C) THE FOLLOWING ACTIOBS HAVE BEER- AAKEN"
" 0. GOMNAVFORV HAS REQUESTED 0ICC 70 PROGEED
IMMED IATELY WITH NECESSARY PLAWRING AND DESIGH.
Bo COMNAVFORV HAS REQUESTED FROM COMSERVPAGC O &
FUNDS FOR THIS EMERGEFCY REQUIREMENT o
3. (U) BE ASSURED THAT MY STAFF WiLL MORITOR THESE
ACTIONS TO INSURE THAT FLANNING, DESIGH, &4ND FUNDS ARE
AVAILABLE ON A TIMELY BASIS FOR REPAIR OF THIS VITAL BRIDGE.
4, BEST REGARDS., 2
GP4 _ . e
BT :

i MAF 210071 (REV. 11-66) v COPY /_OF'_____OZ_COPIES
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10 RUNSDN/Cu 111 MAP

BY

TOPSE C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN CUoﬂﬂAM FRON

LTGEN KRULAY - MARINE CORPS EYES OHLY

DBSTACLE/STRONGPOINT SYSTEH (8) .

Re CG III MAF O8OBI2Z/CEPST (87

1= APFRECIATE THE INFORMATIVE REFORT ON GENERAL .
YESTHORELAMD°S VISIT TO YOUR KEADRUARTERS ON 7 SEP & Te

HERE ARE o FEV HASTY THOUSHTS WHICH MAY HELP YOU IN

DEVELOPING THE REQUIRED ALTERMNATE PLANS, _

2. FIRST, AS a MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, aNY ALTERWATE PLAN

WYE PROPOSE SHOULD .AIM TO RELIEVE HQRTdu FORCES OF STATIC
RESPONBIBILITY, IN ORDER TO FREE TMEM 10 CONDUCT HMORE

PRODUCT IVE OFrENSIVE COMBAT OPERATIONS THROUSHOUT THE

ICTZ . : :

3% AS YOU WELL XNOW, THE PRESENT DYE WHARKER PLAN ENVISIONS

THE COMSTRUCTION OF A LINEAR TRACE WHICH WOULD RVEWTUALLY EXTEMND
FROW THE SOUTH CHINA SEa ON THE EASY-TO DONG HA HOUNTAIN IN THE

Féur 2 PUhK“la37 TOPSECRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE ¥CEO
« WEST. THC MINIMUMN REQUIREMENT FOR THE SURVEILLANCE OF THIS SYSTEM
EGUATES TO APPROXIMATELY 2 INFANTRY REGIMENTS PLYUS THE CONCURRENT
UTI‘TFATIUN OF HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED MUNITIONS AND SENSORY DEVICES
THROUAHOUT THE LINEAR TRACE. A CONSIDERABLE EXPENDITURE 1IN
MATERIALS AND MANPOWER HAS ALREADY BEEN COMMITTED TO THAT PORTICN
OF THE CONSTRUCTION ACCOMPLISHED TO DATE. THIS #MyUST BE CONSIDERLD
IN THE DEVELOPMENY OF AaNY WEW PLAN.
4, ON THE ABOVE gASIS, AND IF THE DECISION 10 ABANDON THL PRESENT
DYE #MARKER PLAN IS FORTHCOMING, HERE IS WHAT I UOULD FROPOSE
TO WEST Y3

4s RETAIN ALL OF THE PLANNZD STROHGPDLNTDQ -KCEPx*Rmﬁg ALDONG
FRESENT TRACE OF THE SVSTEM.

Ba CEASE CLEARING AND CONSTRUCTION OF TN" BETACLE/ST ?”hG POINT
SYSTEN ALONG THE PRESENT 6602 NETLR YIDE TPACP BECAGQE THAT I35
n POTENTIAL SOURCE OF HEAVY CASUALTIES. BATTALION BASE AREAS
C-~1 AP) C=2 SHCULD BE FULLY DEVELOPED. '

USE ARVHN TROQPS TO ¥AN THE EXISYING STRONG-
FOINTS Tﬂ PREVENT INFILTRATION, TO CONDUCT ACTIVE COMBﬁi PATROLL

AND TO MAINTAIN & FLADY REACT I0M FORCE.
- D. EMPLACE ADSIDS, ! LLOSIDS; QCOUBUOYug AND AIR

3!%;“‘“# u{: 2 y},ﬁ g""\;""’:"

P ;; marm— T

}

et \“ S

I RAP 2360/% | | C(SPYJ_O?:&;,COPIESH- TOPR- §E@RET
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AGE S RUKKM1337 7 O P SECRET SPECAl aXCLanVE NMCEO
HONITORED SENSORY-DEVIC"S ALONG ALL XNOUN OR SUSPECYED INFILIRATION
ROUTES BETWEEN THE SONG BEN HaI ARD THE FRESENT TRACE OF THE
OBSTACLE/STRONG POINT SYSTEH.

E. USE EXTENSIVE STING RaY OPFPA?TOMS SOU"H OF THE DHZ,
PART ICULARLY FROM STRONG POINT A-4 10 ‘THE WEST, &
INCLUBE aN OP AT DONG Ha MOUGWTAIN. '
F. SELECTIVELY AIR EHMPLACE GPAUF]D DRAGON TOCTH AND TRIP
WIRE MINES (YAAPH> IN THE DMZ NORTH OF THE SONG BEN HAL
- G DEUELDPp AS A MATTER OF URGENCY, JTROVC PGINTS A=2, A=4,
o3, A=1 AND A<5, AND THEIR qUPPDQ?ENG ROADS/HELT PADS IN THAT
QRprg USING ALL AVAILABLE DYE HARKER BOH INCLUDINC BURIED AND
LINE-OF>SIGHT SENSORY DEVICES, ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES, BUNXKERS AMD
FORT IFICAT ICN MATERI2L TO PROVIDE HARDENED, DEFENSIBLE AND
HABITABLE POSITIONS, USE iMARINE ENGINEER ALD SEABEE UNITS FOR
THIS PURPOSE, IN THE ABSENCE OF OTMER CDﬁSTRbCTION FORCES,
FOLLOY~ON THE FOREGOING CONSTRUCT ION REQUIREMENT WITH DEVELOPHENT
OF BASE CAMPS C~1 AND C~2 TN THAT ORDER, WITH REMAINING DYE MARKER
BON, 70 PROVIDE BASE FACELITIES FGR ?FAC?ION FORCES cU“POREIN"
THE STROMG POINTS,
Ho EXFLOIT TACTICAL AIR TO THE FL’LF&! IN bUPPDﬁT OF THIQ

P SECREV

\
A

N

14‘

PAGE 4 RUHKHNI337T TOPSECRET SPrCtT EXCLUSIVE WCEO

CONCEPT, ASK WESTY TO REQUIRE WONYER TO>ACCEPY HIS RESPONSIBILITIES
OR RENOVE THE COMMAND aND CONTROL INPEDIMENT GEOGRAPHICALLY
FIXED 4T THE NORTHMERN BOUWDARY OF THE DHZ, MOVING THAT LINE OF
DEMARCAT ION NORTH SO AS TO EWCOMPASS THOSE ENLHY ART SLLERY/ROCKET
POSIT IONS WHICH DIRECTLY OPPGSE YOU.

3. IN SUNARY, THE FOREGOING ALTERMATIVE PLAN TO THE CURRENT

DYE MARKER PROGRAM ENVISAGES INTENSIFICATION OF FIRE SUPFORT .
CEASES WORK ON THE aCTUAL GROURD 1PAC” OF THE OBSTACLE -

SYSTRY WHILE RETAINING STRONG POINTS HANNED BY ARVYN TRONPS.
SENSORY DEVICES WOULD BE EMPLOYED AIONG IHFILTRAT 10N ROUFES

AND ALONG THE PRESENT TRACE OF THE OBSTACLE/SIRONZ POINT

SYSTEHM, aND ASSORTED ANTI PERSONNEL DEVICES MNORTH OF THE BEWN
MAY, EVZRY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TOQ REMOVE U. S, MARIRNE

FORCES FROM STATIC COMUITTHMENT IN ORDER TO PERMIT A HORE
OFFENSIVE COWMBAT 'POSTURE. WARM REGARDS,:. : :
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TRCHYICAL pF??WﬁﬂﬁL RFOUIRFWFﬁTS WITHIW ‘QR”F LO IST1IC C™MAMD (1))
A, CG FMFPAC 180264Z ANGST -

Be CH FMFPAC 63573457 SE9E7 :

EXCLUSIVE POR LTGEY HRULAK - I4FN LVGES CiISH94Y FRD™ BREY qreaoLD
1o DURING YOUR RECENT VISITTY RLC YOU KXPRESSHD CINCERY NYER

PECPLE AVAILABILITY A®D THE SXILL LEVELS OF 0iR PERSGI MUK, WORYING
I¥ A NUMBER OF MIGHLY SOPHISICATED. JN3 -ASSIGHMENTS AMD 1M THE
0#-TUE<JOT TRATNIHG YE ARE 00144 AFTER THESE MG ARRIUF I4-COUMTRY,
1 SHARE YOUR CONCERY AYD ADMITTRDLY HﬂVF BEEY TOD PRONE 74 4CORPT
WHAT THE CORPS MAS PROVIDED US

2, AS YOU ARE WELL . AWARE, OUR GRF&T?ST WEED. [S ¥R THORO UGHLV
TRAINED SYSTEMS AWALY?IS EXPERTS, DATA PRAGFSSING ORNGRAMMRRG, 387
OPERATORS, AUTODIWM Mﬁlﬂ(wﬁﬁﬁCFgTW””ﬂICXA“”i IR TORY MA@Q:FWTﬂT
EXPERTS, SKILLED WAREHOUSTMEN, 1P=¢® PENSLE, AND SHIPPIYNG AND

“ .
o

PAGL TNO RUMHFL 891 C Oy F I D £ W T TaL

REQEgvgNG. PERSOUVEL ., BY REFEREACES A AY) 5, YOU HAVT BROVINTD
SIGNIFICANT ASSISTANCE TO THIS;CO™MAND FOR WAREHOUSING A9D SHIPPING
- AYD RFCEIVING FOR A TEMPORARY BERIND, YK DN MFED WEL O UNWEYRR,
14 THESE FIELDS 0% f PERMANENT BASIS. FOR EXAMFLE, OF THE 59 STARF
$C0 S 3451 WAREHOUSEMEY AUTHDRIZED WE MAVE 51, I8 0CCUPAT I0NAL
“FIFLD 31 WE HAVE 7 OF THE 16 WE RATRE, I9 OTHER SPRCiALTIRS WE
HAVE SIMILAR SITUATIONS, FOR KXAMPLE, OF TUR REMATIING STAFF 40D
SIPPLY OF 30 BILLET3 ¥E MAUE NALY 74 OF THT 199 WF RATE, 149 9ATA
PROCESSING OF 49 YE MAVE 21 OF 38,
3, MORE IMPORTAYT THAY DYERALL OF SHORTASES 4RT THE SYILLS
REGUIRED OF CRRTAYY JO3S. FOR WXAWPLE, WF ESTIMATE OUR YRED 70 3F
FOR 1@ SUPPLY DATA PROCESSIYA PROGRAWMERS, AT PRESENT W& WAVE 3,
ALL OF WHOM HAVE BEEY TRATYED HERE 14 THE *§7 O 8«THEJNT, WE N0
HAYE 5 EXPER{ENCED PERSIUNEL AWD FISCAL PROGRAMMERS NOW WARKIYNG
T4 SUPPLY WH) MAYR LFARNED SUPPLY HERE ANTHE=J03 31T WHD SHOILD
3F EMPLOYRD IN THRIR OWY FIFLD3, I FFLIRVR ALL PRRGONAF] ¥ T
TO YESTPAL AS SUPPLY PROARAMMERS SHO!LD HAUR COMPLETED 4 REGIL AR
PROGRAMMING COURSK I4 THE 388 NR YAYR 2 YEARS EXPERIGMAT 449 ALL
MUST KNOW CO3AL AND BE COMPRETRNT IY 1441 PROGRAMMING, AS FOT.
MACHMINE APERATORS 49213, WE SUDULD HAUE $6.0% 30470, AT PRESTHT
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PAGE THREE, ”U”"PL 871 C O RETDEMNTI & L

WE HAVE 16, ALL TRAINED 04=THE )03, ALL o%O*lD H&VW HAD QT LEAST

OHE YEAR W¥P RTWﬁCW OR ?QUIUWLV“T SCHIOL OV 56ﬁ O PRRATION 3WFARE
aRAIVAL, .

4o 1% IHVENTORY WﬁWAGFMWﬁTAT ANY ONE TI“F A* LEAST 15 O? QIR STaARy

YOS CINVY AND 3G42) AND 25 JUNIOR TNLISTED MEN (37542) SHOULD

- HAYE SPECIALT1ZED TRAIMIYGE OR RXPERITWCE 149 INUENTORY wMA#RAGEMERT Y

EYCVPTIOﬂ AS GATNED AT A “ECHAMIZED. I%UE%TGR\ COINTRGL. PO INT BRENRE

LOWI"P IN-COUNTRY, THE JUMIOR MEY COULD, HAYE RECEIVED SPECIFILC
TYSTRUCTI0ON 1M 3UCH TECUMIQUES, IW. COURSES AT SUPELY SCHONLS,

5 AMOTHER SKILL REQUIRED IS WOR‘6 MEY I9 OF 2% TO-37 TRAIYED 19

. IBM MATNTEVANCE PRCCEDURES 50 &5 T0 ASSHRE THAT CaPA3 ILITY AT OUR

f”;_u AUTODIN TERMINAL S, THIS-REQUIREMEYT IS OUTLIMRD IN ANYMINA FMTPAC.
DIS O31893Z FE3 67 TN CHMC. SO FAR WE DO NOT ¥40W OF £M¢°S ANTING
BUT WE Hay% %0T RECEIVED. THE PEOFLE REGUASTED, I LIKE MAYHRR THR.

MOS8 2542%S WY0 WILL BE AUGD 1M OPERATORS SHIILD RRCEIVE AT CLR
 SCHOOL S BATTAL 10N, I¥STRUSTION I% TRANSCRIVRR OﬁﬁﬁﬁTIOMQ 489 0y
_CURRENT DIRWCTLVES %E AUTOD I8 PROCEDWRES, -~

63 WITH REGARD TO oYSTTWS ANALYSIS, WE MAUE RECEMTLY RFCrIVVD A

APTAIN USHMC- JUST OUT 0% COVMPHTER EMGIMSERING POST GRAD %D AT

MOQTEQFYQ H? 1s TW“ WI”ST ne 6=ﬂFO“LW b WVFD TO GIVE 1S A CAPAB ]

\\\\\\\\\\\\\W

NN

D Y
A

PAGV FOUR RUMH L 6@? 60 4 F .0 L T T A L L
LITY 1% THIS VITAL ARNA, WE®D LIXE.TME WWST - QﬁOTqrﬁ DEFICFR OR wd
TWO AND 3 OR 4 RENLISKD, WE COULD 'FILL SOME 0% THESK FRO™ EXISTIWG"
AS3ETS IF Wi HAD FULL ALLOWANCE, 3UT 4Ll QYR EXISTING AijAL IFIFD

PEQ PLE -ARE YOW T4 OPERATING J”§S° YOUR aSSISTANGE TW GRTTING '
ADDIT IONAL TRAINED . SYSTEMS AMALYSIS MEM WERT WOILTD IE M0 ST JEMN <
FICIAL.-I WANT THEM TO DD THE SAME KINDS OF THIYGS THAT L7eOL

FLDER AYD MAJOR STEIN DID 0Y THEIR RECEYT VISI%.

To I BELIEVE THAT TME SVUERALL WRLL BEIVG OF THE COMMAND cAM 3RST
BE SERVED BY THE ARRIVAL 0% 3MARD OF OUR FHLL ALLAWANCK NF ARTIAER
PEROWARL o TODAY WE ARR -SHORT 71 OFFICERS, THE FUTHR® LONKS QWIPQTWR
AND BY. KWOW” GATNS AND-LO SSRS Wi YILL 38 4T SHNRT 08 1 9¢T A%D 3K

_ SHORT 3Y I Y0V, THAT STILL 1S A30UT 17°CT SHORY 0¥ MEETING OUR 222
CMANNING LEVEL REQUIREMENT, - .. ‘ //’
8, IN SUMMARY, FLC COULD -WRLL USE THR FOLLOWIHGs 35 WRE OQ?I”FRQg //’
OF WHICH 2 ARE TRAINED SYSTEMS ANALYSTS OR 389 PROGRAWMERS, A //’
SCHEDULED T4PUT OF 14 SUPPLY PROGRAMMERS.C4TS1) AWD 16 0 YEALR ,/’
OPERATORS {4A21), 6 SPECIALLY. I3Y TRAINED CRYPTO REPAIRMEN (2917Y, ,//
81 STAFF NGO WARRW USEATH, 5 PP4P STAFF Y00°S, 35&R STAFE nenes 555
AND 4 SEFF Y00 'S OF A9Y M08 WITH SYSTEMS AYALYSIS OR SUPRLY ///
ﬂquﬁeuwwur TRAIHING OR TX”*RIV§ﬁF FOR O'R SYSTRMS ANALYSIS/SUPRLY ;’j
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T LD COﬂSIDFR 1T HISHMLY DESIRA3LYE T0 PROGRAW IUTD 91} REVLACK -
MENTS OURR THE NRXT FRY *“DNYTHS AT LEAST {5 STAFF Mc0°S 3834 avyd
3A42 AND 29 SGTS AWD CPLS 3942 :MITH SPECIFLC: EXPRERIESCR AS
OUTLINED I¥ PARA 4 A350YE, [ BEfIEVE THAT THESE SPECIFIC ACT I0NS
COMRILED WITH A RAPID 3UILDUP TN NUR APPRAVED BN, [STED M3y NG
LRVEL WILL SOLVR GUR RECOGWIZASLE PRERSHMARL PROBLEMS, .
9, GREATLY APPRECIATRE YDUR ™ANY CONSRUCTIVE ACTIONS I9 OUR
BEMALF AND YOUR DEE® I“TVRPST ™ W”LDI”P s IMDWGUH 0iR OPERATIONS,
RFSPFCTFULLY S"BMIWTVDG '
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RENIVY wasx;gvzczmzc&szwom nfmw BRBTI2

PP RUMMIF

DE RUMNSEB 1763 2561205 '

ZNY SS§S§ - /g%g:m

P 1312657 SER'6T ZFD ot fis |
M COMNAUFORY g

10 RUNKMEZ G T1I MAF =
INFO RUMNW D/ CTF ONE ONE FIVE
rgwumwafme OHE OWE FIVE FI ONE

SECRET

PERSONAL TO GEN CUSHMAN FROM REDHM VETH =

A, ©G I1I MAF 091156Z SEP 67 . .

B, COMCOSURVFOR OF-GRD 201-~64 ARNEX D RULES’OF ENGA&A‘"EN'E (ﬁ@ﬁ')
le THE FOLLOWING IS, IN RESPOMNSE 7O YOUR REQUEST IN REF A FOR WY
VIEWS OF MARKET T INE- ¢/ T) RULES OF ENGAGEMENT (RGh)a-REF‘L\’ '
DELAYED 70 OBTAIN INPUT OF PARTICIPANTS,

2. THE APPLICABLE FORT ION OF REF B 15 QUOTED. '”VIOLATQRb oF ‘
CURFEW AND PROHIBITED ZOWES (WHO MAY OR MAY NOT BE SUBJECIED T0
GUNFIRE BY VNN FORCESY WILL NOT BE FIRED-UPON BY TF ONE ONE F‘W&
UNITS UBLESS THE VIOLATOR QUALIFIES AS A-HOSTILE VESSEL I8 - -
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 2 X OF THIS ANREX OR AH’FMW:; 70 EVM)E
AND IGNORES YARMNINGS TO STOF, :
K T%’ OPERAT 16U BESC‘PKB‘ED EN REF A ITSGLL%ED PSYOPS WGCLP.M&@

PAGE TWO RUMEBB 5463 SEC R ET
TIONS AID PRESUMABLY DECLA:\}LD THE IMHEDIPT“ WATERS A PROMIRITED
ZOKE, COMPLETE CONTROL OF JUNKS IN THIS PROHIBITED ZORNE BY

HAVAL URITS WAS UMDERST AMD ABLY D IFFICLLT, PART ICULARLY WHEH: 0P
INTENSIFIED ASHORE, THE MOVEMENTS OF 'JTHL. JUNKS COULD NOT BE
CONSIDERED EVASIVE AS IT- QPPEQRS THEY HEADED TCWARD THE N[N@ﬂ

UBITS RATHER THAR AYAY, ’ L
4o IT I5 MY UNDERST AN ING Thm CTG ONE ONE FEVE PT OHE EXPLAZ{*JED -
PRIGR TO COMMENCEMENT OF OPERAT ION DRAGOY FIRE THAY M/T ROE WOULD
APPLY AMD THAT THE RULES WOWLD RESTRICT MW/T UNITS FROM FEPING AT
NON~HOST ILES OR NOW-EVADERS, ARRANGEMENTS WERE '
MADE FOR MILO, CHU LAI WITH INTERFRETER AND M. L TEMMS F"Rﬂi‘fl

TASK FORCE OREGON TO EMBARKED IN /T UNITS TO PROVIDE AN
IHTERR OGAT ION CAPABILITY DURING THE INITIAL FERICD. OF THE
OP“RMION UHEN FACILIY Ie.S WERE NOT AVAILABLE ASHORE. DURING

THE FIRST THREE DAYS OF THE OPERATION OJER R3 PERCENI OF THE 259 JUNKS
DETEC’E’ 5D WERE INSPECIED AND THE CCCUPANTS INTERROGATED. OCCUPANTS
OF THE JUWKS WERE 66 PERCENT CHILDREMN, 29 PERCENT WOMEN, AND THE
REMAINDER MALES OF WHICHM A VERY SMALL | PERCENTAGE WERE OF MILITARY ACE,
RINE JUNKS AND 124 DETAINEES WERE LAfEN TO AN HAT VILL AGE UIC BS '?75588

AT THE REQUEST OF THE 2w BRIG RTHWGME%%
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PARE THREE REF‘?SBB 1763 SECRET _ _

THREE DAYS WERE RELEASED AFYER INTERROGAP EOMo ‘ ‘

5. THE CURRENT ROE ARE PRESCRIBED BY THE JCS, MOD IFEED 'EO SME
EXTENT TO FIT #/T OPERAT I0WS, ADMITTEDLY THEY ARE 'NOT VERY FLEX-
IBLE AND DO ON OCCASION WORK TO OWR D ISSOVANTAGE, AS THEY MAY : .
"HAVE IN THIS IHCIDENT, MOWEVER, HAD THERE BEEN AUTHORITY FOR .' '
M/T UNITS TO TAKE UMER FIRE THOSE SJUNKS THAT PUT TO SEA;, 1 AM

SURE WE WOULD MAVE INFLICTED WUMBEROUS CASUALTIES ON INDOCENT L
CIVILIANS, ¥ UNDERSTAID THE CONCERN OVER THE L0SS OF CONTROL OF THE
INHABITANLS OF BAT ANGAN, BUT IT APPEARS TLHE ALTERNATIVE EVEN IF . . -
WE HAD NOT BEEN RESTRICIED BY RULES OF ENGAGEMENT WOWLD HAVE BEEW:
THE SHOCOT ING UP OF A BUMBER OF VERY FRIGHTENED CONFUSED HON~CCMBATANTS
WHICH WE SHOULD HAVE .BEEN RELUCTANT TO DO EVEN THOUGH THEY MAY WAVE
BEER VC FAMILIES. IN THE MQRHET T s GME WARDEN BUSL\!E S 0F PODLE_ATIOH

AND RESOURCES COI‘H’ROL HWE HAVE Q..Lﬁ‘RNED TG LIUE WiTH THE CONSTRAINTS

IMPOSED BY ROE AN CONSIDER THAT WE HAVE ENOUGH LEEWAY TO ATTACK OR

CAPTURE LEGIT IMATE VG -SHOWD BE HAPPY TQ D ISCUSS FUR'IHFR ri(E*JEVER IF
- YOU CONSIDER DESIRABL&E@ BESI‘ REGARD% ,
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CONFIDENTI AL SPECAT
LACY FROM RADM VETH.
 CUA VIET CHANNEL DREDGING - .
s CG ITI MAF SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 1212067 SEPG7
Bs COMNAVSUPPACT DANANG GE07367 SEPS7. |
lo REF ALF& REGQUESTED THAT I BE FULLY AUARE OF URGENCY OF DREDGING
PROBLEM CUA VIET CHANNEL DURING MONSOON SEASON ARD THAT MATTER GOLLD

BE DISCUSSED WITH.GEN UYESTHORELAND DURING 111 MAF CONFEREWCE.

2. GICC RVN WILL HAVE ARHY SURVEY VESSEL TUDOR WAKE HYDROGRAPHIC

SWEEP OF CUA VIET CHANNEL IN RESPONSE TO REF BRAVO COMMENCING NEXT

HOWDAY TO DETERMINE SILTING ACTION SINCE DREDGING LaST APRIL. OIGC

RVN PREPARED TO DEPLOY ARMY DREDGE DAVIDSON TC SWEEP CHANKEL SHOULD

SURVEY INDICATE REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL DREDGING. MNAVSUPPAGT

DANANG WILL BE REGUIRED TO FUND MAINTENANCE DREDGING FROH 0&M FUNDS

OR REGUEST ADDITIONAL FUNDS FROM COMSERVPAC. .

I RECOGNISE THE INPORTANCE OF KESPING THE CUA VIET CHANNEL O
AND THE OICC CHAMMEL STUDY.WILL INDICATE DREDGING REQUIREMENTS, IF
ANY, DURING NEXT HONSCON SEASON. 1 WiLl, FULLY SUPPORT ANY REQUEST FOR

" FUNDS (R ASSISTANCE IM ORTAINING DREDGES FOR THIS WORK BY RADN LACY

" OR ANY OTHER ACTION REGUIRED TO GET THE JOB DONE.

BEST REGARDS '
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CONFIDERNT AL v, R ’
%SGEA§ EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHUAN INFO BGE& HmRBOLD FROM LTGE
! A

A, CA III MAF 13d8367/SEP6?

B, CG FHFPAC 181921Z/SEPE7 (PASEP

Co CHC {1191 TL/STPST (PASEP)

Ds CG FHMFPAC GT2T70RZ/JULET '

3o I AY AVARE OF THE GRAVITY OF THE o 1@3 PROBLEN ADDRESSED
- IN REF A AND CERTAINMLY SHARE YOUR CONCERN. MY MOST RECENT
ACT ION TAKEN FOLLOWING MY LAST TRIP, IS REFLECYED IN REF B,
I8 WHICH I ASKED THAT THE TOTAL M-{@S SUPPORTABILITY PICTLRE
BE REIVIEWED. THE COMMANDANT DIRECTED ACTION BY NCJQ PHILA IN
THIS WATTER BY REF C.

2, A8 TO THE DIFFICULTY WITH THE QBTURATOR SPINDLE ASSEMBLY,
I HAVE BEEN aWARE GF THIS FOR SOHE TIME. IN FACT, I BROUGHY

_,,?__1\»\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\Y

1
B9

e
2

PAGE 2 RUiHFMA 2052 C O N F 1 D ENT I AL SPLCﬁl EXCLH STYE FOR
i CONFLETE ASSEMBLY BACh UITh ﬂE I JUNE TO ENSURE THAT #Y
ORDNANCE PEOFLE KNEY FPRECISELY WHAT THE PROBLEN A”OU”LFD T0,
SINCE THE XIND OF FIX RECOMMENDED BY FIRST MARDIV HAS TC BE
APPROVED BY CHC, WE TOLD HiH THE STORY- IN RHEF D, AND ASKED HIN
TO INITIAYE ACIION TO PROVIDE BOTH A LONG RANGE SOLUTION, AND
INTERIH SOLUTION OF THE FORM RECCMMENDED. BY FIRST WARDIV.

THIS 15 BEING PURSYED AT U"AWHC NOW, HOWEVER, WE MAY POSSIBLY
SPEED THINGS UP IF YOU VILL FORWARD EXACT SPECIFICATIONS AND
DETAILS OF THEIR PROPOSED VODa IT IS POS STBLE THAT, WITH THESE,
wE MAY OBTATN APFROVAL FOR THE IN=-COUNIRY FiX,

Ja, 1 AW DESIGNATING ALL OUTSTANDING REQUI:ITZONS FoR M=109

PART S "RED BALL", I DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THIS WAS NOT DONE

SOME TIME AGO IN-COUNIRY. :

4, BS & FINAL NOTE, THE SUPPLY PREOPLE IN CONUS 4%E CANNIBALIZING
(F HER WEAFOHS TO PROVIDE TEN OBTURATOR SPINDLE ASSEHBLIES,

THEY YiLl BE ON THE waY TO YOU BY aIR SHORTLY, WaARM REGARDS,
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l'o ”WHAT WAS EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE IN THE PAST IS NORMAL
PERFORMANCE TODAY®, APPEARS TO BE THE BY-WORD OF NAVSUPPACT,
ONCE AGAIN IT HAS BEEN CALLED TO MY ATTENT ION THAT YOUR
ACTIVITY HAS SURPASSED PREVIOUS PERFORMANCES IN SUPPORT OF
THE I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE AND III MARZENE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE.
SPECIFICALLY, I REFER TO THE }3 NEW CARGO TONNAGE RECORDS
ESTABLISHED DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUSTY : o
OLD RECORD  NEW RECORD
A, DANANG DAILY OFFLOAD IN M/Ts 16, 037¢ 1S JUN) 16,858
B, DANANG MONTHLY BACKLOAD IN M/Ts £5492@4@JUN) 135,032
Co DANANG MONTHLY THROUGHPUI IN M/Ts 374,284(JUN) 389,085
Do DANANG MONTHLY THROUGHPUT IN S/Ts 228,212(JUN) 232,679
HUE MONTHLY OFFLOAD IN S/Ts . 1T, 8T2CMAYD 18,336

PAGE TWO RUMNMF 347 CONF I DENTTIJI AL

Fo HUE MONTHLY BACKLOAD IN S/Ts - 1,583 C(HAY) 4699
Go HUE MOMTHLY BACKLOAD IN M/Ts3 T 4,602 CJUND 1,720
Ho HUE MONTHLY THROUGHPUT IN S/T¢ - "I18,663(JUN) 28,835
I, HUE MOMNTHLY THROUGHPUT IN M/Ts 32,868(JUN) 38,262 -
Jo 1 CORPS MONTHLY OFFLOAD IN S/Ts 34,376¢JUNY 241,787 -
Ko I CORPS MONTHLY THROUGHPUT IN S/T¢  326,701CJUN) 331,409
2, THE ABOVE CARGO TOMWNAGE RECORDS ARE ACCOMPLISHMENIS FOR
WHICH THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF YOUR COMMAND HAVE EARNED A
MOST DESERVED "WELL DONE”, THE “CAN DO® SPIRIT EXHIBITED BY
NAVSUPPACT ASSURES ME THAT III MARINE. AMPHIBIOUS FORCE CAN
CONTINUE TO EXPECT THIS EXCELLENT SUPPORT UNDER THE ADVERSE
CONMDITIONS EXPECTIED IN THE MONIHS AHEAD. I EXTEND MY PERSONAL
APPRECIATION TO ALL CONCERNED, FOR THE. OUTSTANDING SUPPORT
PROUEDFD BY NAUSUPPACT DANANGe LTGER CUSHMAN SENDS.
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N ICTZ ( ETCs, 1 UOLFD APPRECIATE BEING IRF0 ADDEE OR MESSAGES
SHUCH 48 YC:U? 655%B% , OR ﬁD‘Ut_R"E ONES 248 YOU SEE f'lTe
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. GPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN CUSHEAN; HEEN. HOCHe
{UTHp MGEN ANDERSON, HGEN BCUKER, W3EN ROBERT-

$0H, BGEN HERBOLD, BGEN GLICK FRCM LTGEN. XRUL AN

~{o -IN THE COURSE OF MY VISITS TO MARINE COMHANDS

Il TRE WESYERN PACIFIC AREA 1 HAVE BECOHE CONe
CERNED WITH THE RELATIVELY HIGH INCIDEMWCE OF
OFFICERS TEMPORARILY OCCUPYIRG WEY BILLETS A~

YAITING A REFLACEWENT, SCHEDULED BUT NOT-YE?/////ﬂ\

. , | R
PAGE 2 RUKMHFHA 2455 CONF I DE BT I A/ﬁ/SPECAT.EX
‘ARRIVED. THIS USUALLY OCCURS WHEN THE IWCUNBENT
DEPARTS .IN THE FIRST WEEK OF HIS ROTATION NMONTH AN

I

HIS SUCCESSCR DOES NOT ARRIVE UNTIL THE MIDBLE OR

- LATTER PaRT OF THE MONTH. 1 (NOW THAT DEFUTILS,

EXECUT IVE OFFICERS AND PRINCIPAL STAFF ASSISTANTS
ARE CAPABLE, THAT THEY ARE 50 aSSIGNED WITH THE
ABSUNM PT ION THAT THEY Ma¥ HAVE TO .TaYi OVER ThHE
Tasy OF THEIR SUPERIOR. HOUWEVER, THEY ARE HOT

-EXPECTED 7O DO THIS AS & ROUTINE THING, WE CARNOT
" AFFORD THE LUXURY .OF ALLOWING HEY OFFICERS 10O
- CARRY awaY THEIR CURRENT AND VITAL XNOWLEDGE

AND THEIR HaRD-WON EXPERIENCE yITHOUT SHaRIka IT
WITH THE HAN WHO MUSY SUBSEQUEHTLY PICK UP THE

L0AD., I BELIEVE THAT WwE MUST STRIVE FOR A CONTACT

\

CLUS I‘.{E

TURNDYER IN XEY POSITIONS OHLY WHENEVER POSSIBLE, TO PREVENT
"LESSOHS LEARNED™ FRCH BECONING "LESSONS RE-LEARNED."

2 IT IS UNDERSTAMDABLE FOR SEMIOR COMNMANDERS 10
WeNT TO REWARD GOOD PERFORMANCE BY PERMITTING
COMMAMDERS aND -KEY STAFF OFFICERS TO ROTATE

43 EARLY AS IT IS TECHNICALLY ALLOWABLE. T AGREE,
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"WITH THIS, AND ENCOUR AGE THAL EVERY CORSIDERATION

BE GIVEM TO DOING JUST THIS., HOYEVER, UNLESS IT

INVOLVES UKDUE -HARDSHIP TO THE -INDIVIDUAL OR UNLESS

THERE ARE OTHER UNUSUAL CONSIDERATIONS, IT IS MY

FOLICY IN THE CaSE OF YOUR TRULY KEY PEOFLECAND I LEAVE :
THE DETERMINATION OF WHO THEY ARE T0 YOU) THAT WE SHALL HAVE
CONTACT RELIEFS wITH o MODEST OVERLAP (PERHAPS 5 DAYS) TO
PERMIT THE FULL PASSING OF CURRENT AND ES S?¥TIAL INFORI]«

AT ION, ‘WARM REQARDS. .
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NI LAC SON COMBAT RASF
fo C6 IST MARDIV Q161057 AUS (SPECAT EXCLU STYR FoB gEN

. CUSHMANY
1o INREF A ¥ QUFSTTQNKD @WVFS@?ELQE? oF P?T@?NJNG RN

LAC SON a5 COMRAT PASE, I HAVE SINCE CORDUCTED A -
THOROUGH EXANENATION OF THT PRQUIRFMENT, THIS INVEST IGe

ATTION CONFIRMS MY TARLIER DOIRTS AS TO DWQYWAP?iFTV oF

PETAINING WUY LAC SOM AS A& FIXFD RASE.

 Ze PRIOP TO FSTARL ISHMFNT OF PASE AT. 4UF SONQQWUI LAC 2D®

AFFORPDED -SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGE IN PROJFCTING FORCES INTO
SOUTHRR K REACHES OF QUE SOM VALLEY, THIS REQUIRFMENT NoW
CAN. BF MET MORF TCONGMICALLY RY FORCEE QPERATING QUM OF
QUE SON, NUT LAC SOW AFFORDS OWLY HARG IWAL ADVANTAGE TN
THIS RFGARD. MSWFGVFP IT PEPRREFNYS] aJCW?FICﬂ“T DRAW

PAGF TWO PUMHLA 2195 S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVYR FOR
DOWN ON MANEUVFP CAPARILITY A5 MAJOR FLFMENTS OF ONF RIFLY

COMPANY REQUIRED FOR 175 DEFENSE UNLESS I HAVE OTHER

- FORCES OPFRATING IN THE INMNEDIATE AREA, THPWE OTHER TER-

- RPAIN FEATUPES IW ) YICINITY ARE MORF SUITARLE A% ORSERVATION

SRDINTS, '

”5g.ﬁD?IT10WﬂELY9 EXTE NS IVE crITICAL Ehhiw TER EFFORPT WILL RE FEQUIPED
“TOPROVIDE MININUM DFFENSE AWD LIVING FACTLITIES BY GESFT'OR -quﬂﬁﬁ
" WEATHFR, ALL FXISTING BUNKEPS MUST BE REPLACED AND RERUILT: 26°%EH°
WOODEN MELO PAD REQUIPFS RFLOCATION, MAJORP RFPAIRS, AND NON-SRID
RAMPSs MESS RPEGUIPFS COMPLFTF WﬁwﬂvﬁTIOM TO INCLEDF MEW TIN COOF,

SCPEFNTWE ARD REPLACEMEWT OF DETFRIOTED WOODs FIVE WY HEADS REQUIRe
FD3 FOUR 580 GAL WATEP TANKS PEQUIRE wWOODEW TOWERSs WOODEN TOWER
SUPPORT ING (GSHM PIFLE MUST BE PEPLACYD: ALL FIGHMTING POSITIONS

MUST WF REDUG; CONNFCTING TRENCHES BFTWETN FIGHTING POSITIONS 4WD
RUNKFRS MUST RF PROUS AND PRVFTTED WITH TIiM OR LUYBFR 10 PRTVFNT
LANDSL IDE AND EROSION; AMD A CONPLETF DRATNAGE SYSTFM DESIGNED AWD
INSTALLTD. ESTINMATE AFOPEMENTIONFD RENARILITATION WOULD CEQUIRE .
0N FRGR CO MINUS FOR APPROX 60 DAYS, ALL MATERIALS WUST BE. FLOWH 10
POSITION AMD MOST WOPK WILL BE MAWD LAROR RRCAUSF OF PFETRICTED AWEA
FOR OPFRATICN OF CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMFNT, SOTL COMPCSITION, SLIDES,
EROSION, AND DPATVACE FIRTHR COWPLICAT® FHGR PROBLEAS.
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FROM LTGEN KRULAK

ALANNED OPERATIONS (U)

" As CG III MAF 18B244Z/SEP6T (S) .

1o REF A EXPLAINED REASONS FOR DISCONT INUANCE OF THE
MONTHLY PLANNED OPERATIONS REPORT. .

2 THIS HEADQUARTERS APPRECIATES THE TIME ELEMENT INVOLVED
IN PREPARING THIS REPORT AND ATTEMTPED-TO EXTRACT
SUFFICIENT INFORMAT ION FROM YOUR EXCELLENT MESSASE 0950628Z/
SEP673 HOWEVER THIS DOES NOT SATISFY THE REQUIREHENT,

3. YOUR REPORT ON PLANNED OPERATIONS IS EXTREMELY

USEFUL BOTH HERE AND AT HQMC3 IT WOULD BE. APPRECIATED IF
T WERE CONT INUED. WARM REGARDS., -
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" DMZ RZGION, I WOULD HAVE DISCUSSED MY APPREHENSIONS

2 SINCE RETURNINGIHERE I HAVE WATCHED THE CASUALTIES

- OUR SIDE, INCLUDING ARVN, HAVE NUMBERED 558 AND OF
- THESE, 326 WERE MAHINESo THE ENEMY, MEANWHILE, LOST

’ CONTINUING PROJECQ OF MACERATING . AN NVA*%TVISION&

—#ﬁ UW MF QUC!%OA

gfa A 2888 26

P 1919572 SEP 67
i CG FUFPAC -
INFO RUCIHOA/CNC
ggmnmyzcs 111 MAF = Yo
SE CR E T SPLCAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE AND LTGEN CUSHMAN
FROM LTGEN XRULAK. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY,

P 1919882 SEP 67 - .

M CG FHFPAC
gg RUMSMA/ZCOMUSMACY |
SE CRE'T SPECAT EKCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL WESTMORELAND FROM
LTGEN KRULAK. :
fo I REGRETTED, DURING MY LAST VISIT TO SAIGON THAT
CIRCUMST ANCES PREVENTED OUR HAVING A LONGER TAL Ko
HAD THERE BEEN MORE TIME, IN ADDITION TO EXPRESSING
tiY CONCERN. REGARDING THE LOGISTIC SITUATION IN THE

DECLASSIFIED

N

OVER WHAT LOOKS TOIBE 4 DEARTH OF POWER IN ICTZ, AND
"THE CASUALTIES WHICH WE ARE SUFFERING AS A CONSEQUENCE.

HMOUNT IN ICTIZ, AS OPE?ATIONS HAVE PROGRESSED IN THE

NUI LOC SON, CO BIJTHANH TAN AND DMZ REGIONS. :
DURING THE PAST TUO WEEKS, IN ICTZ, TOTAL KILLED ON

2y 491 KILLED, 75 CAPTURED AND 374 WEAPONS, THIS

}\\\k\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\.\\\\.\i;‘;\*"l;\

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA zsss SECGCRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR M C E O
REPRESENTS OVER TWO THIRDS OF ALL THE U. S AND ENEMY

CASUALT IES IN THE WIETNAM CONFLICT, FOR THE PERIOD,

3, IT IS HARD EVER|TO CONCLUDE THAT CASUALTIES ARE

JUSTIFIED OR ACCEPTABLE. IN THIS CASE, I WOULD ONLY OFFER

YOU THE OPINION THAT THE INTENSE COMBAT IN ICTZ IS PROVIDING

A SHIELD BEMIND WHICH MUCH EFFECTIVE REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT
IS BEING PROSECUTED FARTHER SOUTH. UP TO NOW WE HAVE.

BEEN ABLE TQ REPLACE THE SUBSTANTIAL MARINE L OSSES.

OUR UNITS, GROUND AND AIR, ARE VERY NEAR THEIR MANNING
LEVELS NOW, AND I BELIEVE WE CAN MANAGE TO MEET THE

CURRENT LEVEL OF ATTRITION, BUT THE POINT THAT STRUCK

ME, DURING MY MOVEMENT ABOUT ICTZ, waS THAT THIS
- CaSUALTY RATE NEED| NOT BE SO HIGH; THAT, IN PART, IT MAY BE
" & PRODUCT OF HAVING TO BUTTER THE BREAD TOO THIN.

4, HERE IS WHAT 1 MEAN.

.~ Ae THE 'NUI LOC |SON BATTLE AREA IS OF CONTINUING

CRITICAL IMPORTANCEe 1ST MARDIV, ARYN aND TF ORE80N

FORCES, AS YOU KNOW, HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN'A=:!" '
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BREAKING THE TRADITIONAL COMMUNIST HOLD ON A RICH
REGION, ‘THE FORCES INVOLVED HAVE BEEN MINIMAL, IN
"TERMS OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE ENENMY STRENGTH.
- ‘B, THE FORCES COMMITTED TO THE GUTPOSTS ABUTTED
" AGAINST THE DMZ ARE DOING THE BEST THEY CAN, BUT THE
NATURE OF THEIR DEF,OYMENT PUTS THEM AT DISADVANTAGE.
GIO LINH aND CON THIEN ARE THE BASE POINTS FOR EVERY
4RT ILLERY PIECE IN NVN THAT CAN REACH aND, FAIR WEATHER
(R FOUL, THE MARINES IN THOSE OUTPOSTS pRE GOING TO
SUFFER, UP TO NOW THE AIR CAMPAIGN IN. SOUTHERN ROUTE
PACKAGE I HAS NOT STILLED THE ENEMY HIGH EXPLOSIVE
EFFORT , AND IT WOULD PROBABLY BE IDLE TO. ASSUME THAT
T Will WHOLLY DO SO. THE MsRINES CLOSE TO THE DMZ
ARE UNABLE TO MANEUVER AGAINST THE NVN UNITS FACING THEM, THE
LATTER UNDERSTAND THE VIRTUES OF THE NVN SANCTUARY, TO WHICH
THEY WITHDRAY WHENEVER THE HEAT GETS INTOLERABLE,
ONLY TO SORTIE OUT AGAIN WHEN THEY HAVE REGAINED THEIR
BREATH, YOUR FORCES CANNOT GET BEHIND THEM TO CUl THEM UP,
Cs THE REAL CRUNCH, HOWEVER, IS IN WHAT IS GOING ‘
ON IN THE TWELVE HUNDRED SQUARE MILES oF SIGKIFICANT .
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PAGE 4 RUWHFMA 9888 SE CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR M CE O %
REAL ESTATE BETWEEN THE LINE GIO LINH-CON THIEN=HHE LR
SANH AND CAMP EVANSe AS I SEE IT, THE REDS, BECAUSE OF THE

THINNESS OF OUR FORCE NEXT TO THE DMZ, HAVE BEEN ABLE TO IN- S
FILTRATE SUBSTANTIAL POWER INTO THIS REGION = PERHAPS . T
TWELVE BaTTALIONS, THESE UNITS ARE OPERATING AGAINST '
OUR BASE. AREAS AND COMMUNICATION LINES; = < WITH.
DIFFICULTY, aND AT CONSIDERABLE COST, BUT OPERATING
THERE NEVERTHELESS. THESE ARE THE UNITS THAT ARE
CAUSING TROUBLE ALONG ROUTE 9, NEAR CaM LO, NORTH OF CUA
VIET "AND EAST OF KHME SaNH. THESE ARE THE. UwITS WHICH
CAUSE US CASUALTIES BY MORTAR AND ROCKET ATTACKS ON
LOGISTIC INSTaALLATIONS AND OTHER NECESSARILY FIXKED
LOCALITIES, AND IT IS THE CASUALTIES DERIVING FROM THE
OPERAT IONS OF THESE NVa UNITS THAT I BELIEVE WE COULD
DIMINISH, IF THE POWER WERE AVAILABLE TO DO S0, UNLIKE.
THE IR COMPANIONS FARTHER NORTH ALONG THE DMZ, THESE

WA UNITS DO NOT HAVE A SANCTUARY. THEY ARE VULNERABLE,
SUSCEPTIBLE. TO ISOLATION AND DECINATION BY FORCES

WHICH ARE FREE TO MANEUVER AROUND AND AMONG THEM..

BUT IS DOES NOT SEEM TO ME THAT CUSHMAN AND LAM

0F_éz.;vco'mes , SE@RET
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"TOGETHER HAVE THE POWER AVAILABLE T8 ICIZ TO DO ALL

o

7

g
/ ELSF THAT 1S NEEDED, AND STILL PROVIDE MANEUVER FORCES 7,
/ TO CHOP UP AND DESTROY THE ENEMY IN THIS LARGE AREA. %
/ 5, THIS IS WHAT I YOULD HAVE SAID, DURING OUR DISCUSS- 7/
/ 10N IN SAIGON, HAD THE wASHINGTON DELEGATION NOT Y/
/ REQUIRED YOUR PRESENCE. I WOULD HAVE - /
/ RECOMMENDED THAT YOU EXANINE THE PROBLEM FROM THE ABOVE Y
/ ~ VIEWPOINT, WITH THE PROSPECT OF SEEKING TO CUT CASUALTIES BY %
/ gg‘gms SOME MORE 'POWER INTO THE ICTZ..VWARM REGARDS. 7/
A 4
/ 7
é z
2 4
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SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN CUSHMAN FROH LAGEN
KRULAK.

l. THE RECENT" INCREAaE I ENEMY ACTION DIRECTED
AGAINST OUR CAP°S APPEARS TO BE AN ACCURATE REFLEC-
TION OF TWO THINGS; = FIRST , HiS INCREASING CONCERWN
WITH TKE SUCCESS OF THE PROGRAM AND ITS POTENTIAL 3
AND SECOND THAT THE CAPS MAY BE BECOMING A
RELATIVELY FIXED TARGET FOR ENENY ACTION.

2. WITH RESPECT TO THE CONCEPT OF THEIR -EMPLOYMENT,
LET ME GIVE YOU MY PERSONAL VIEWS CONCERNING A :
TREND WHICH I SEE DEVELGPING » INITIALLY, THE MISSION

.0F THE CAP WaS TO PROTECT A HAMLET -OR FLRPAPS TWO -

HAMLETS, BY ACTIVELY DENVING THE VC ACCESS TO THE
LOCAL POPULATION, THEIR FUNCTION. WAS PIVOIED OH
EXTENSIVE NIGHT PATROLLING AND AMBUSHING AS THE

PAGE 2 RUHMFMA 3121 SE CRET g

PRINCIPAL MEANS OF HAMLET SECURITY, WITH THE CAP
COMPOUND RIGHT IN THE HAMLET , AND SERVING AS A
RESTING, TRAINING AND RESUPPLY P INT FQ-WHICH THE
CAP COULD RETIRE DURING DAYLIGHT WHEN THE VC THREAT
WAS MINIMAL .

5. 1T HAS BEEN MY OBSERVATIOWN, OUER THE PAST SEVER AL
MONTHS , THAT INCREASING EFFORI IS BEING EXPENDED ON
IMPROUING CoP COMPOUND DEFENSES AND , AS THEY SAY.

- "HARDENING ™ THE PHYSICAL FACILITIES, TO THE EXTENT THAT

THE CAP INSTALLATIONS TEND TO BECOME ARMED FORTRESSES,

ON THE FRENCH PATTERN, WITH ALL GF-THE WEAKNESSES

CHARACTERISTIC OF THE FRENCH EXPERIENCE o ADDITIONALLY , IN SOME

INSTANCES, THE CAP LIVING AREAS ARE LOCATED 50 REMOTE
FROM THE COMMUNITY WITH WHICH THEY ARE ASSOCIATED,

“THAT THEY ARE, IN FACT , AN ISOLATED TARGET . THE
OBVIOUS DANGER THIS TREND REVEALS IS THE REAL POSSIBILITY

T HAT EMPHASIS 1S SHIFTING FROM THE HAMLET ASPECTS OF
THE DEFENSE TO THE SINGLE TASK OF MANNING A FIXED
INSTALLATIONc0oSUCH A CHANGE IN EMPHASIS TIES DOWN
OUR FORCESQ INCREASES TH& COST OF THE iNuIAL’ATIONQ.

NI MAF 210072 (REY. 11-68)

é‘COPIES

LU TR R IAN AN

AFC

cs

G2 G-3

G4

G5

COMPT.

ADJ.

coC

DENT. 0.

EMB,

ENGR.

' FD. SERV. HQ. COMDT.

INSP.

LEGAL

MT0

POSTAL

PROTOCOL

PMO

PSY. OPS.

SPL. SERV,

SUP,

SURG.

DECLASSIFIED

+ /6




DECLASSIFIED

N

N

\\\_\\\\\\\\&\\\s

AN\

e

o -

4, IN SUMMARY, I BELIEVE WE MUST DELIBERQTELY ﬂVOID
SLIPPING INTO A FORTRESS CONCEPT 3 THAT THE CAPS SHOULD

BE INSTALLED IN THE POPULATED LOCALITIES WHERE THEY

ARE VISIBLE TO THE PEOPLE IN THE HAMLET DURING THE DAY,

WHILE DENYING VC ACCESS AT NIGHT THROUGH A PROGRAM

OF: AGBRESSIVE PATROL AND AMBUSH ACTIVITY. WARM

S QREE RUHHF""lA .&1 SECRET

AND ILLUMINATES THE CAP AS A LUC?ATIVE READILY IDEWNTI-
FIABLE FIXED TARGETg ALL AT THE EXPENSE OF, PROViDING

SECURITY TO THE PEOPLE .
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T0 RUlISAK/CG IXL WAF

EgNS@V/CG ‘FIRST MAW

TOPSECR E ? SPECAT . EXCLUSIUE FOR LTGEV CUSPHAN
AND NGEN ANDERSON FROM LTGEN KRULAK

DEPLOYMENT TO RVN OF TwO MARINE SQDNS FROM IWAKUNI (S)
Ao OB FHMFPAC 162233Z/SEP67 PASEP -

1o REFERENCE A, BEING PASSED TO YOU- SEP&RATLLY
REPRESENTS MY VIEWS., I THOUGHT I HAD SENT IT. TO YOU, AND REGRET
THE OVERSIGHT -IN NOT RETRANSMITTING IT SOONER. . .
2, THE MATTER OF DEPLOYING THE TWO MAG=15 SQUADRONS
HoS NOT BEEN RESCLVED BY CINCPAC, BUT I aM FORTIFIED

- FURTHER IN MY VIEWS BY THE FOLLOWING FROM A

CINCPACAF RETRANSHITTAL TO CINCPAC FROM 7TH aFe -

QUOTES o (I'S)-7aF SUPPORTS COMMITWUENT OF FORCES

INDICATED IN REF C3 HOWEVER, REQUEST IMMEDIATE DEPLOY-
MENT -BE HELD IN ABEYANCE. THE RAINY SEASON HAS BEGUN
AND RESULTANT DEGENERATIRG WEAThER &5 UELI AS TIM% :
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REQUIRED TO INDOCYRINATE AIRCREWS INTQ THIS THEIATER

MAXES IT INAPPROPRIATE TO DEPLOY THESE FO?CES AT THIS
TIHE.

20 (S) BELAUSF OF THE ABOVE LITTLE UOULD BE GAIN?D

BY DEPLOYMENT OF THESE FORCES FOR THIS. SHORT PERIOD.
CURRENT INVENTORY OF LCM PODS AS WELL AS @DBE&IOWAL
TANKER REQUIREMEWTS PRECLUDE ADDITIOWAL DANANG AND

Ca¥ RANK BAY SORTIES INYO HIGH THREAT AREAS, THERE-
- FORE, UNLESS THESE REQUIREMENTS COULD BE SATISFIED

WE w0u19 GAIN FEY ADDITIONAL SORTIES OTHER THAN IN-
COUNTRY AND LOAS. THESE MISSION REQUIREMENTS CAM BE
FULFILLED BY EXISTING RESOURCES. °

30 (S) RECOMMEND THAT THE COMPOSITE F-168/B=37

- SQUADRON:BE HELD (N READY SIATUS -AT THEIR PRESENT
LOCATION TO BE DEFLOYED WHEHN aND.IF THE SITUATION
€0 DICYATES AS DETERMINED: BY COMMANDER 7AF. BELIEVE

"THE SAME ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEY WITH REGARDS TO usuc

SQUADRONS, :
4, (TS) IN REGARD 70O REF ABHIF‘DEPLOY@ENT 15 DIRECT-
EDy THE F~100 AlD D-57 AIRCRAFT, CREYS ARD SUPPORT

PAGE 3 RUHKM 3871 T O.P SE CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
FERSONNEL COMLD BE ACCOMMODATED IMMEDIATELY. ADDI-
TIONAL AIRCRAFT WOULD BE. UMREVETTED AND WITH CURARENT |
VUNERABILITY OF ALL BASES IN RVN 7O WORTAR AND ROCKET

- AITACKS CAL CHLATED RISK MUST BE ACCEPTED. RECUHMMEND
B-575 BE- INTEGRATED INTO CURRENT TDY UNITS AT PHaN

RANG . AMD THE F-100 UNIT ATTACHED TO 3% TAC PT ¥G

FOR PERIOD OF TENMPORARY DEPLOYMENT,

5, ¢S) SINCE USNC SQUADRONS ARE TO REPLACE OUT OF
COUNTRY SORTIE LOSS, THEY SHOULD BE FLACED UNDER
OFERATION CONTIROL OF. 7aF AND HANDLED AS NCRiAL ParT
OF ROLL ING THUNDER/BARREL ROLL STRIKE FORCE, UNuUﬁiEo
3. ADDED TO ALL THE ABOVE ARE THE UNDERIABLE A?V&Vfé
WE GAIN FROM HAVING A REST A} WD ROTATION -

BASE, PLUS SHOEHORN AND OTHER REHAB CAPABILILIESO

4o ﬁOULB VELCOME ANY THOUGHTS YOU MA YISH TO ADDQ

WARW REGARLS.
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81 GG FIRST Hauw
T0 RUHKM /UG FMFPAC
10F0 ZEN/CG 111 MAF , :
Bt ! L I
T0PSECRE T/S?ECA? EXCLUS VE TOR LTGEN KRULAKXK AND LTGEWN CUqHMAﬂ
FROM MAJGEN ANDERSON/F 3l
DEPLOYMENT TO RVN OF TWO MARIRBE Sﬁaﬂ“ FROM IWAKLRI (5)
Ao CO FMFPAC 2881724 SEP 6T
B. CG FUMFPAC 1622332 SEP &7 ‘
i1, CONCUR 1IN ALL RESPECTIS WITH (G FMFPAC POSITION EXPRESSED
1IN REFERENCES . I
2. RELATED THOUGHTS FO‘LON’ :
6o ACCIDENT /INCIDENT RECORD OF VitA-121. SINCE ARRIVAL IN
COUNTRY HAS BEEN DISAPPOINTING TO SAY THE LEAST. CONSIDER
SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUIING FACTOR 10 BE RELATIVELY LIMITED A~4
EXPERIEMCE OF GSOME PILOTS. EXACERDATED BY WEWNESS TO RYN
COMBAT AND OPERATIORAL ENVIRORMENT , AS WELL AS DIFFICHLLY
UEATHER CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH MONSOGR- TRANSITIONAL PERIOD,
THIS CAUSES ME T0 CONSIDER SERIOUSLY .THE RELATIVE ADVANTAGES
OF ROTATING INDIVIDUALS INCREMENTALLY FRON MAG-15 SQUADROWS

L

PAGE TWO RUMHAW P84 T O P S E C'R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

T0 IN-COUNTRY SQUADRORS, RATHER THaN COMPLETE UNITS. I WILL
MAKE TINELY PROPOSAL I8 THE REGARD, I DUE COURSE.

B, IMPLIED DANGER TO III MAF/IST MaW COMMAND INTEGRITY.
OF TTH AIR FORCE VIEW THAT ADDITIOHAL SQUADRONS SHOULD BE
ASSIGNED THEIR OPCOH, FOR ROLLING THUMDER /BARREL ROLL STRIKE
FORCE , 15 RECOGRIZED CLEARLYe IKRRESPECTIVE OF FINAL STATED
RATIONALE SUPPORTING RECENT JCS APPROVAL OF DEPLOYING THESE
SQUADRONS INTO RVN, FACT REMAINS PROPOSAL WAS IMITIATED LATE
LAST MAY BASED O MARINE CORPS BALAMCED FORCE NEEDS IN RVE.,
THIS AGAIN UNDERSCORES NECESSITY FOR VIGILANCE Id RESPECT 10
PROTECTING WHAT IS RIGHT , MEEY , AND PROPER ¢
Co IT 1S OF COURSE FULLY PONCEIUABLF THAT THE TEMPO OF POST-

MONSOON OPERATIONS MAY CAUSE US TO ASK FOR THESE SGDNS BEXT YEAR .
#CCORDINGLY, CONSIDER IT PRUDENT THAT ALl MEMSERS OF OUR

STAFFS PHRAQE ANY OBSERVATIONS OV CURRENT SITUATIONS SO AS KO 10
JEOPARD IZE INADVERTENTILY OUR CHAUCFS OF FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION
THEN . :
. Su BEOI REG‘}.?@- 4 A )
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0 2309372 SEP 6 il

/M CG FMFPAC
- T0 CINCPACFLT
SE.CRE T EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN CUSHMAN OR IN HIS ABSENCE MAJGEN
NICKERSON, MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY, SECTION 1 OF 3_. |
Ao C5 FMFPAC LTR SER 0B8508=67 DTD 29MAY67 -~
o THE CASUALTY LEVEL CURRENTLY BEING EXPERIENCED BY
THE MARINES IN THE DMZ REGION IS TOO HIGH, CONSIDER-
'ING THE OPERAT IONAL BENEFITS RECEIVED, IN THE PAST
MONTH 958 HARINES HAVE BEEN KILLED OR SERIOUSLY
WOUNDED IN THE DMZ AREA ALONE, AND IN THE PAST SIX
MONTHS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MARINES KILLED OR-SERIOUSLY
 WOUNDED IN THAT AREA HAS BEEN 4,961, WHILE THE ENEMY IS
PAYING A HEAVY PRICE FOR HIS PAINS==SOME 7,980 KILLED IN
THE DMZ AREA IN THE PAST SIX MONTHS=-THE COST TO US IS
STILL TOO HIGH. MORE IMPORTANT, LUNLESS SOMETHING IS
DONE ABOUT 1T, OUR.CASUALTIES IN THE DMZ ARE LIKELY TO
MOUNT, . -~ | :
5, TME MAIN PROBLEM IS THAT OUR FORCES BUTTED UP
AGAINST THE DMZ ARE AT A SERIOUS TACTICAL BISADVANTAGE.

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA 3765 SE CRET -+ = '

THE ENEMY, ENJOYING THE BENEFITS OF THE NVN SANCTUARY,
HAS A REAR AREA THAT IS SECURE AGAINST OUR MANEUVER, WE
CANNOT GET BEHIND HIM TO CUT HIM OFF FROM HIS SUPPLIES
OR TO OVERRUN HIS ARTILLERY. ALONG THE DMZ -WE MUST

FACE HIM ON FRONTAL TERMS, FOREGOING THE BENEFITS OF
MANEUVER, AT LEAST SO LONG AS WE ELECT TO MAINTAIN OUR
¥EY OUTPOST POSITIONS AND, OUR FORWARD LOGISTIC
INSTALLAT IONS., '~ - ’

3. AMONG THE ADVANTAGES ENJOYED BY THE ENENMY. IN HIS
SANCUTARY THE KEY ONE IS IN THE AaREA OF ARTILLERY AND
HEAVY ROCKET SUPPORT, DURING THE PAST:MONTH, FOR
EXAMPLE, ABOUT 4,868 ROUNDS HAVE FALLEN ON. CON THIEN
ALONE, AND ON 28 SEPTEMBER THAT OUTPOST TOOK 44t
ROUNDS., WE ESTIMATE THAT THERE ARE FROM 128 TO 110
" ART ILLERY PIECES, WITH RANGES UP TO 27,400 METERS, IN
AND NORTH OF THE DMZ, POSITIONED WHERE THEY CAN FIRE

ON OUR FORWARD POSITIONS. THESE ARTILLERY PIECES ARE
LOCATED NORTH OF THE BEN HAT RIVER, IN AN AREA EXTENDING
GENERALLY FROM A POINT NORTHWEST OF CON THIEN, EAST

TO VIN LINH AND THENCE TO THE COAST. THERE ARE MaNY ] REF
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- T0 FACILITATE DECEPTION., RECENTLY HE HAS PUT INTO EFFECT %ﬁ'
. & COMMON U, S. OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUE, IN THE FORM OF f

TO ENMANCE THE CASUALTY EFFECT AGAINST TROOPS IN THE

CONSTRAINTS,. CAN BE OVERCOME ONLY THROUGH FIRE

‘THESE UNITS ARE OPERAT ING AGAINST DUR BASE AREAS AND

111 MAF 2100/2 (REV..11-66) COF’Y_2; OF .

Pt

- SECRET -~ '@ e

POSIT ION AREAS, SOME OCCUPIED AND SOME UMOCCUPIEDo 4 i
AND THE ENEMY MOVES HIS WEAPONS FROM ONE TO ' ANOTHER ' -

J’J

TIME -ON-TARGET FIRE, WHERE LARGE QUANTJITIES OF AMHMUNI-

TION ARE FIRED ON A SINGLE TARGET OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF
TIME, AND FROM MANY WEAPONS, LIKEWISE HE HAS BEGUN §
TO MIX AIR-BURST OR INFLUENCE FUZING AMONG HIS ROUMDS ~

OPEN. THESE ARE SOUND TECHNIQUEsp AND MAY BE EXPECTED
TO CONTINUE.
4 THIS ARTILLERY THREAT IS ONE WHICHQ,UNDER EXIST ING

SUPPORT MEANS, SINCE WE ARE NOT AT LIBERTY TO MANEWVER
AGAINST IT, NEVERTHELESS, AND WHILE a MAJOR

AIR/ART ILLERY/NGF EFFORT HAS BEEN UNDERWAY FOR SOME
TIME TO DIMINISH THE INTENSITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
ENENY'S FIRE, THE RESULTS THUS FAR HAVE NOT BEEN
DECISIVE., THE INTENSITY AND SCOPE- OF OUR EFFORT Has
JUST NOT BEEN GREAT ENOUGH.,

PAGE 4 RUHHFMA 3785 SE CRE T .

5, THE PROBLEM OF HEAVY CASUALTIES IS NOCT .CONFINED
TO THE DMZ., WE ARE AL SO FEELING THE PINCH IN THE
TYELVE. HUNDRED SQUARE MILE AREA EXTENDING SOUTH OF
THE LINE GIO LINH-CON THIEN~XHE SeNH TO CANP EVANS,
THE REDS, BECAUSE OF THE THINNESS OF OtR FORCE NEXT
TO THE DNZ, HAVE BEEN ABLE TO INFILTRATE RESPECTABLE
POWER INTO THIS 'REGION--PERHAPS TWELVE BATTALIONS,

CONMMUNICAT ION LINES; -=¥ITH DIFFICULTY, AND AT
CONSIDERABLE COST, BUT OPERATING THERE-NEVERTHELESS,
THESE ARE THE ENEMY UNITS THAT ARE CAUSING TROUBLE .
sLONG ROUTE 9, NEAR CAM LO, NORTH OF Cua VIET AND
EAST OF KHE SANH. THESE ARE THE UNITS WHICH CAUSE US
CASUALT IES BY MORTAR AND ROCKET ATTACKS ON LOGISTIC
INST ALL AT IONS AND OTHER. NECESSARILY FIXED LOCALITIES,
HOWEVER, UNLIKE THEIR COMPANIONS FARTHER NORTH ALONG
THE DMZ, THESE NvVA UNITS DO ! JDT HAVE A SaNCTUARY,
THEY ARE VULNERABLES SUSCEPTIBLE TO ISOLATION AND DECI-
MAT ION BY FORCES WHICH ARE FREE TO MANEUVER AROUND
AND AMONG THEMe BUT CG III MAF aND- CG I CDRPS DO NOT
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FAGE. 5 RUHHFMA 3785 SE CR E T
TOGET HER HAVE THE .FORCES NLCESSARY 10 CHOP
UP AND DESTROY THE ENEMY IN THIS LARGE AREA, WHILE STILL

FILFILL ING ALL OF THEIR OTHER OBL IGATIONS. AS A RESULT,
THE ENEMY ENJOYS A DEGREE OF FREEDOM WHICH HE SHOULD :

‘BE DENIED, -

& ON BALANCE, THE FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR OUR FORCES
DEPLOYED IN THE DMZ AREA CAN BE WMEASURED ONLY IN TERMS
OF A CONTINUED HIGH LEVEL OF UNREQUITED CASUALTIES,
UNLESS DECISIVE ACTION IS TAKEN TO REDRESS THE SITUATIONo
MMONG THE AVAILABLE OPTIONS,; THE rOLLOWING ARE
CONSIDERED TO0 MERIT CONSIDERATIONs

‘A WITHDRAYW OUR INSTALLATIONS NEAR THE“DMZ MOVING
THEM SOUTHWARD, OUT OF NVA ARTILLERY RANGE. THENg iF
THE ENEMY DESIRES TO USE HIS ARTILLERY AGAINST US, IT
WwILL BE NECESSARY FOR HIM TO DISPLACE IT SOUTH OF -THE
BEN Hal, WHERE WE CAN GET AT :IT. ME WOULD THUS BE
DENIED SOME MEASURE OF HIS. SANCTUARY ‘ADVANTAGE.

Bo CONDUCT A -JOINI AMPHIBIQUS/AIRBORNE OPERATION

' LANDING ON THE NVN COAST, WORYH OF THE-DHZ, SWEEPING

SOUTH THROUGH THE DMZ TO DEST@DY THE NVaA TROOPS,

%

PAGE 6 RUHHFMA 3785 S E C R ET : '
SUPPLIES AND INSTALLATIONS WHICH ARE AFFECT ING OUR

FORCES DEPLOYED NEAR THE DMZ, THIS YOULD REQUIRE -THE
PROVISION OF SUFFICIENT FORCES, FROM OUTSIDE-OF RVN

(R FROM SOURCES WITHIN RVN, TO CONSTITUTE AN ADEQUATE

LANDING FORCE. THIS PROSPECT HAS BEEN EXPLORED PRE-

. VIOUSLY IN REF A AND, AS YOU KNOW, THE WHOLE MATTER
- OF AN AMPHIBIOUS ATTACK IS NOW BEING ACTIVELY EXAMINED

UNDER CINCPAC AEGIS,

- Co COMUSMACY PROVIDE AT LEAST A DIVISION SIZE

FORCE FROM. OTHER CORPS AREAS TO REINFORCE III MAF

IN THE DMZ AREA. LAUNCH AN ALL-OUT ASSAULT  FROM

SOUTH OF THE DMZ AREA INTO AND NORTH OF THE DMZ TO
DESTROY NVA FORCES, EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES," AND

INSTALLAT IONS; SUBSEQUENTLY WITHDRAWING. -

“. Do [MOUNT MASSIVE DELIBERATE ATTACKS BY AIR AND NAVAL

GUNFIRE AGAINST THE ENEMY TROOPS, ARMAMENT, INSTALLA-

TIONS AND SUPPLIES ARRAYED AGAINST US IN SOUTHERN ROUTE
.PACXABE I, EXPLOIT FULLY THE CAPABILITY OF 7TH AIR FORCE 5
TF 77, 1STMAY. AND THE HEAVY GUNS OF THE 7TH FLEET.
LWILIZE EVERY vIsual AND ELECTRONIC MLANS OF- TARGET

‘PAgr,zaF;7rﬁm;i
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JIDENT IFICATION AND LOCATION, -=aLL CF THE FOREGOING WITH :

THE- PURPOSE -OF DESTROYING THE ENEMY WEAPONS AND -
TMPEDING, CANALIZING AND BLOCKING ENEMY MOVEMENT
THROUGH SOUTHERN ROUTE PACKAGE I, .

" Ee REINFORCE OUR ELEMENTS NOU COMMATTED TN QUANG
TRI PROVINCE, WITH THIS INCREASED DENSITY OF MANEUVER

FORCES, CONCENTRATE OUR EFFORTS ON THE ENEMY BATTAL IONS

WHICH HAVE -INFILTRATED INTO THE REGION. ISOLATE, CUT
UP aND DESTROY THEM, AND RELIEVE THE CURRENT.
ROCKET /H1ORTAR PRESSURE ON OUR FIXED TNSTALLATIONS
IN THE ROUTE 9--DONG KA AREA.
S5¢ AN ANALYSIS OF THE ABOVE OPTIONS FOLLOWS“
Ao TO YWITHDRAW SOUTHWARD FROM THE .DMZ. AREA

IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE MANEUVER ROOM IS A. SOUND TAC-

TICAL MOVE, BUT IT CARRIES A lARGE PRICEo IT

 PAGE 2 RUMHFWA 3716 SECRET .. .
WOULD GIVE THE ENEMY PERSUASIVE PROPQGANPA

MATERIAL IN TERMS OF THE UNDENIABLE FACT THAT WE
HAD. INDEED SURRENDERED GROUND. AND IT WOULD BE

NECESSARY TO- GIVE. UP A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF
“GROUND TO ENSURE THAT ENEMY ARTILLERY WHEICH MOVED

SOUT HWARD - WOULDQ IN FaCTy BE EXPOSED TO ENVELOPMENT

" BY.OUR FORCES, THE EFFECT ON THE SOUTH VIET-

NAMESE aND ON'OUR CWN PEOPLE AT HOME OF SUCH A
WITHDRAWAL WOULD BE GREAT., FINALLY, IT WOULD .
ENTAIL ‘ABANDONMENT. OF THE STRONG POINT OBSTACLE
SYSTEM, 'WHATEVER CRITICISH MAY HAVE BEEN DIR~ -
ECTED AT THAT CONCEPT BEFORE, IT IS NOW AN OFF-
ICIAL U.S./GYN ENDEAVOR, AND TO BACK AYAY FROM

Iv NOy COULD WOT CONCEIVABLE BE IDENTIFIED WITH
PROGRESS IN THE WAR. :

"Be. TO INVADE MNORTH VIETNAM IN THE ROUTE PACK-

AGE I AREA--EITHER BY GRCUND OR AMPHIBIOUS MEANS :
OFFERS @OOD PROSPECT OF RELIEVING OUR' FORCES WHO ARE
SUFFERING FROM ENEMY POWER BASED IN THE SaNe-
CTUARYQ'THE FQVORAB‘E EFFECT WOULD PE?SIST, OF

HI MAF 2100/ (REV. 11-66) COPY_%OF _QCOF’IES
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- COURSE, ONLY AS LONG AS WE REMQINED iN NUNe FURTHER, IT
YOuLD BE IDLE TO IGNORE THE SUBSTANTIaL POLITICAL
FACTORS WHICH WILL BEAR UPON SUCH A DECISION; OR

TO EVADE THE REALISTIC TIME AND SPACE WMATHEMA-

TIC5.ASSOCIATED WITH MOUNTING AND DELIVERING

A MAJOR ATTACK; NOT TO SPEAK OF THE FACT THAT
THE MONSOON IS HERE--THE VERY WORST PERIOD FOR

SUCH, OPERATIONS, THE NEED IS NOW, AND AN IMVASION
OF NVN, BY SEA OR LAND, WITH aLL OF 1TS TACTICAL
MERITS, IS NOT A WOW COURSE OF ACTION. .

Co INTENSIFICATZION GF THE FIRE SUPPORT. EFFORT CAN BE
UNDERTAKEN QUICKLY. AS TO ARTILLERY, WE KNOW
"THAT .OUR COUNTERBATTERY ARTILLERY ALONE KAS

NOT BEEN  ABLE TO SILENCE TME ENEMY ARTILLERY:
aNY MORL THAN ME HAS BEEN ABLE TO SILENCE OR .

SERTOUSLY DAMAGE OURS, DESPITE THE FACT. THAT

HE HAS MORE ARTILLERY IN THE AREA THAN WE DOs

.. AIR IS THUS THE DECISIVE ARM, SINCE.YE CANNOT.
" OVERRUN THE EMEMY POSITIONS WITH GROUND FORCES. -

THE REASON THAI AIRg UP T0 NOW, HAS NOT .. ABATEB

PAGE - 4 RUHHFMA 37108 S E C RET
THE THREAT 1S THAT THE MEANS ADDRESSED TO. THE
JOB HAVE THUS FAR BEEN FAR TOO SMALL. °

... Do TO REINFORCE OUR ELEMENTS IN- QUANS TRE
"MAKES GOOD SENSE. IT IS URGENT THAT OUR LINES OF
.COMMUNICAT ION BE 'PROTECTED, MORE IWMPORTANT -

IS THE NEED TO CUT UP AND DESTROY THOSE MNORTH

. VIETNAMESE FORCES WHICH INFILTRATE. SOUTHWARD . -
AND GET THEMSELVES OUT OF SUPPORT OR REFUGE .

- DISTANCE FROMN THE DMZ. THESE FORCES &RE

- VULNERABLE TO OUR HEL I-BORNE MANEUVER UNITS..

b

TWO ‘ADDIT IONAL REGIMENTS IN THE AREA- ALONG AND.
AROUND ROUTE: S wOULD MAKE A MAJOR DIFFERENCE.

TALTIES SAVED -AND ENEMY KILLEDG -

-6, TO CONCLUDE. |
ED AGAINST THE ENEMY, THE POUNDING NOW.FELT AT CON

THIEN, GIO LINH, DONG HAa AND ELSEWHERE- IS GOING
TO RESOUND ALL THE waY BACK TO DUBUQUE. THE
uASUALTIES WE ARE LOSING T0 THE ENENY SHELLING MAY WELL

"§@A@ﬁ:g;oﬁgifg GES
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BECOME A DECISIVE FACTOR IN THE ATTITUDE OF THE
USA TOWARD THE ENTIRE WAR .

THEREFORE , I BEL IEVE THAT RESOLUTION OF THIS
SITUATION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAT ANY OTHER
SINGLE PRISIS IN THE WAR TODAY. AND THE
THINGS WE CAN DO QUICKEST TO REDRESS THE SITUAIION ARE
FIRST TO REINFORCE THE QUANG TRI AREA WITH AT
LEAST TWO REGIMENISj3 AND SECOND , TO DEVASTATE AN
AREA BOUNDED BY THE BEN HAL RIVER ON THE SOUTH
AND BY AN ARC OF ABOUT 27 KILOMETERS RADIUS, CEN-
TERED UPON CON THIEN, AND EXTENDING FROM THE 330
DEGREE RADIAL TO THE SEA THIiS REGION HAS 10 CON-
TAIN THF BULX OF THE OFFENDING ENEMY ARTILLERY
POSITIONS, AS WELL AS THE ENEMY'S PRINCIPAL FORWARD
BASES, IT MEASURES ABOUT 18@ SQUARE MILES), BUT
THE AREA CAN BE SUBSTANTIALLY NARROWED DONN BY CAREFUL
TERRAIN ANALYSIS.

TO DESTROY THE ENEMY MATERIAL AMND- SUPPLIES
CAUSE HIM GRAVE PHYSICAL LOSS AND IMPEDE HIS
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IM THIS AREA WILL REQUIRE

\\\\\\

PAGE & RUHHFMA 3716 SE CR E T
AIR OPERATIONS OF A MAGNITUDE VASTLY GREATER
THAN EVER CONTEMPLATED BEFORE FOR THIS REGION.
HERE IS WHAT 1 HAVE IN MINDs.

A. 1,500 B=52 SORTIES PER MONTH," IN THIS ONE SPECIFIED AREA,

Bo lﬁ pd@ TACTICAL AIR SORTIES PER MONIH IN THE
SAME LIMITED AREA , EMPLOYING THE COMPLETE ARRAY OF PONVENTION=
AL WEAPONS, INCLUDING USE OF THE HEAVIEST:AVAILABLE AERIAL
ORDNANCE UFON ANY SPECIFIC TARGET LOCATED OR. SUSPECTED .
SUPPORT THE TARGETING WITH AN ALL-OUT EFFORT BY AIR AfD
GROUND OBSERVATION,; AS WELL AS ALL ELECTRONIC AND
INFRA RED MEANS. -

C. QUANTUM USE OF THE MK-3§ DESTRUCIOR ON ALL
AVENUES OF APPROACH AND COMMUNICATIONS ROUTES WITHIN
THE AREA. THE BEW HAI RIVER, FOR EXAMPLE, SHOULD BE
SEEDED WITH AT LEEAST 520 DESIRUCIORS, AND THEN RE~=
SEEDED WITH AN EQUAL NUMBER WEEKLY.

D, THE EMPLOYMENT OF WALLEYE QN ANY FIRMLY
LOCATED AND CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE ARTILLERY WEAPONS.
. "E., PIN POINT DESTRUCTION BY NAVAL GUNFIRE OF EVERY LOCATED
TARGET. IN THE SPECIFIED 'AREA WITHIW RANGE USING ALL WNAVAL
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% AT THIS POINT IT HAY BE OBSERVED THAT,. TO DO ALL
- "OF TH1S, WOULD PROBABLY TAKE aLL OF: THE OFFENSIVE
AERIAL RESOURCES WE HAVE, AND THAT THERE WOULD BE

PAGE 2 RUHHFHA 3711 SECRE T
MATTER ACADEMIC,
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NICKERSON, HMARINE CORPS EYES ONLY., NFINAL SECTiON OF 3

F. THE BROADCAST AERIAL DISTRIBUTION OF: ANTI°
PERSONNEL MINES, IN TERMS OF THOUSANDS, ALONG EVERY
AVENUE OF APPRIACH WITHIN THE SPECIFIED AREA;, AND THE
REPETITIVE SEEDING OF MORE THOUSANDS OF WMINES,

NOTHING LEFT FOR ANYTHING ELSE. WHETHER OR. NOT-

THIS IS S0, IN AN ABSOLUTE SENSE,. I DO NOT KNOW. IF
IT IS, I BELIEVE THE DIVERSION OF NEANS IS NOT ONLY
JUST IFIED BUT ESSENTIpL. IT COULD BE.THAT .WE EITHER
DEL IVER OUR MEN FROM THE DESTRUCTION THEY ARE:
SUFFERING FROM AN ENEMY THEY CANNOT THEMSELVES

EL IMINATE, OR THE U. S. PEOPLE #AY MAKE THE WHOLE
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IN 1 CTZ, IN THE
AWAILABLE FORCES IN THE TUO WORT HERN- PROVINCES . YOUR FLAN- TO
 ADJUST THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE 5T
AMERICAL DIVISION WOULD FACIL ITATE THESE MOVES, -
4, (S) 1 HAVE ALLERTED GENERAL- ROUSON TO BE PREPARED TO
EXPAND THE PERSHING 20 INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NEAT, IF REQUIRED o
5, (S) YOUR RECOMMEWD AT ION . (‘ONCERNING CE ROK ARNY EATT'\LIGN
IS BEING STUDIED BY ny” ST AFF ,
6, (S) IN SUMMARY, "I HAVE NO PL2NS TO RED UCE THE WUMBER OF -
TROOPS .IN § CTZ , UPON ARRIVAL OF THE:- 195 ¥ BRIGADE, 2 DECISION
WiLL RE MADE AS TO THE FUTURE EMPLO"MENT
'HEART ILY ENWDORSE |

7CZCS800 T8
WV AWAS2}
| 00 RUMSAK RERR
DE RUMSAW 4313U° zssinss
ZNY S5S88 - L

P

P L
R

"SECRET SPECAT 31448 FROM MACCOC
-EXCLUSIVE FOR LTG CUSHMAN FROM

EN WESTMORELA WD .

REF:s C8, II1 WAF DTG 21{73& S%¥ «S)
"1, ¢5) T HAVE EXAMINED THE ﬁzc@MMcmnarlows PPOPOSED I8 THE
/REFERENGE AND &M IN ¥y »coORD WITH-YOUR PLAN TO MOVE THE STH .
MRINES WITH THO BATTALT™NS TO THE NORTH AND.TO CONCENTRATE.THE
SLF'S IN THAT SAME ARES, | |
2, (S) AFTER MY VISIT TO THE 30 MARINE D IVISION YESTERDAY9 wy
OPINION ‘IS CONFIRMED THAT MANY PROFITABLE TERGETS.EXIST IN THUS
THIEN «QUANG TRI ARE® WHICH SHOLLD RE HIT BEFORE THE FULL -WEI1GHT OF
THE NORTHEAST MONSOOW SETS IN,II ot CONCERNED OVER THE- I ICATIORS
(F &N EWEMY BUILDUP IN BASE SREA (81 = HAT
POSES 4 DANAGEROUS THREAT TO.THE LOC TO QUANG TRI #WD
MIRFIELD <L OGISITC BASE ‘IN THAT ARES,
| IS %Y INTENTION TO.RETAIN THE. ST OF T
WF UNTIL AT LEAST | mougmsca, AT WHICK TIME [ WILL mawsjp,w o

RUMSM’J 4313 SECRE T ' ' ' '
DECISION ON ITS SUBSEQUENT EI”IPQ.OYMEK‘QT BASED ON WEéTHEP EP'EMY '
THREAT , AND A CONSIDERAT IO OF THE OVERALL. EMPLO YWHENT OF F’GRCES

///////// /////SPECAT EXCL USEIVE FOLLOWS//////////II//
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ADMINO III MAF 2403362

Ce FMFPAC §91988Z/SEP (PASEP)
CG FMFPAC 230937Z/SEP (PASEP)

REF a ADDS UP TO JUST ABOUT ZERC. WESTY, IN THE FACE
THE CLEAR NEED FOR MORE TROOPS IN ICTZ, HOLDS OUT THE

. ' l-
24

HOPE THAT HE MAY NOT LEAVE YOU WITH FEWER TROOPS ON :
{ NOV.
I BELIEVE IT IS GOING TO TAKE A LOT OF PRESSURE 10

2o

HANDS OFFICIALLYg AND HE IS USING THE INCLUDED
FORMULA TO WORK ON WESTY. THAT MAY MELP, BUT I

BELIEVE YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO ADVISE HIM -. ALWAYS

. MAKE HIM FACE THE FACTS, REF B IS ONE EXAMPLE. REF C
IS ANOTHER. .THE LATTER MESSAGE IS NOW IN CINCPAC®S

IN WRITING - OF YOUR PRESSING NEED FOR FORCESs USING

IN MAF 2100/2 (REV. 11-86)

Vi Py
B
# %

S {j?

gm‘v

/)

.&. “"' ﬁﬁ:\'x“»

L)

COPY

N\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘Q

AFC

cs

DC/s

Gl

[ o _é COPIES
G2

&3,

G4

G5 -

COMPT,

ADJ.

CciB

cocC

DENT. 0.

EMB,

ENGR.

FD. SERY,

HQ. COMDT.

INSP,

LEGAL

L

POSTAL

PROTOCOL

PMO

|
f
i
i
‘
{

PSY. OPS.

SPL. SERV.

sup,

SURG. -

DECLASSIFIED

|19




DECLASSIFIED

fgm.m- ® &

PAGE 2 YYNA 3899 5 E CRET

FACTS AND STATISTICS TO BUTTRESS YOUR CASE.

//, 3. NEW SUBJECT., IT MIGHT BE WELL FOR YOU TO REVIEY

' YOUR NEEDS FOR TARGET ACQUISITION MEANS OF EVERY SORT,

/s AND MIAKE THE REQUIREMENT KNOWN.

7 4, ANOTHER NEW SUBJECT. THE QUEST ION OF JUST HOW THE

7/’MARINES GOT TO PLACES LIKE CON THIEN, KHE SANH AND
GIO LIN IN THE FIRST PLACE IS COMING TO THE FORE., I

/, KNOW , AND YOU KNOW, THAT WE ARE THERE BECAUSE WESTY -

//, FORCED LEY TO MAXE THE DEPLOYMENTS, aND AGAINST HIS

/7 WILL AND RECOMMENDAT IONS, IT 1S IMPORTANT FOR YOU NOW

)//'TO DIG OUT AS MUCH DOCUMENTATION aS YOU CANe VWE

/ ARE GOING TO NEED IT,

5. AND FINALLY; METZGER°S REPORTED COMWENTS TO THE
FRESS HAVE REALLY BLOWN SKY HIGH. IF HE, IN FACT, SAID
/s WHAT HE IS QUOTED AS SaYING, MY REACTIONS ARE THESE°

[ ‘Ao ME IS PRETTY MUCH CORRECTo
B, TO SAY MUCH THINGS PUBLICLY WAS UNNECESSARY,
UNT IMELY, IWPRUDENT AND A SOURCE OF DIRECT COMFORT

//, aND ENCOURAGEMENT TO THME ENE
F} WwOULD ﬂo’r“:s THAT HE IS eaossu MISQUOTED, LET

PAGE 3 YYNA . 3899 SE CRET

ME KNOW WHAT THE SCORE IS AS SOON AS YOU CAN, AND
1 wiLL ABSORB AS MUCH OF THE FLAK AS POSSIBLE,

& C°EST LA GUERRE. WARM REGARDS,
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TO RUMHMF/CG II1 MAF .

BT
SE CRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN "USHWAN TROM LTGEN XRULAK.
MARINE CORPS EYES ORNLYLY
A. MACV 2631367
le I HAVE JUST RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING FROW WESTMORELAND .
QUOTES
1. (U) I APPRECIATE YOUR EVALUATION OF THE SITUATION IN I CTZ.
2. (S5) AS YOU KNOW, I HAVE MADE MAJOR MOVES OVER THE PAST
FIVE MONTHS TO INCREASE THE COMBAT POWER IN THAT AREA. SINCE -
APRIL. APPROXIMATELY 17,032 U.S. ARMY GROUND FORCES HAVE BEEN
SHIFTED TO III MAF. AL509 NEARLY 5,9%2 ADDITIONAL MARINES WERE
PROVIDED FROM STH MAB. THIS REFRESENIED AN INCREASE OF NEARLY
FIFTY PEZRCENT IN GROUND COMBAT STRENGTH. IN U.S. MANEUVER
BATTALIONS IT REPRESENTED AN INCREASE “fROM EIGHTEEN TCO THIRTY-
TW0., THESE RE INFORCEMENTS, IN MY OPINEGN SAVED THE SITUATION IN
1 CTZ,
3. (S) AT PRESENT, I HAVE NO INIENTION OF REDUCING THE COMBAT

Ty 3“‘\ :“. :",:\!w o ."
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STRENTH OF 111 MAF. AFTER THE 198TH BDE ARRIVES IN COUNTRY IN
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MID~OCTOBER, I WILL RE-EVALUATE THE SITUAT ION AND MAKE A DECISION
ON THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST BDE OF" THE 181ST.
AT THE SANME TIME, I WILL RE-EVALUATE

THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE CONTINUED USE OF THE STH MaB ASSETS INo
COUNTRY, MY PRESENT OPINION IS THAT WE WILL NEED TO RETAIN THE

WHOLE FORCE INDEFINITELY. ON THIS, I.wOULD ANTICIPATE YOUR SUPPORT,

4, (S) AFTER VISITING DONG HA, CAMP CARROLL AND KHE SANH
LAST FRIDAY, AND TALKING WITH THE COMMANDERS ON THE GROUND: I

WAS CONVINCED THAT WE NEED THREE OR FOUR MORE BATTALIONS NORTH OF

AI vaNo I HMAVE APPROVED a PROPOSAL OF GENERAL CUSHMAN TO HOVE
THE STH MARINES AND AN SLF NORTH, WHILE EXTENDING THE AMEWICAN

DIV A0 TO THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF QUANG NAM. GENERAL ROYSON

HaS BEEN ALERTED TO THE CONTINGENCY OF MOVING A BRIGADE OF THE
- 18T Ccav INTQ SOUTHERN QUANG NGAT.
5, ¢U) PLANS FOR STRENGT FNING THE COMBAT OPERATING BASES

AND STRONG POINTS IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI ARE PROGRESSING., TWO

~ ADDITIONAL -ARVN AIRBORNE BATTALIONS:HAVE BEEN SENT NORTH DURING
THE PAST WEEK. THERE -ARE NOW FIVE OF EIGHT VN GENERAL RESERVE
AIRBORNE BATTALIONS INHI CTZ., BY

i NOVEMBER, THE 2D ARVN

PAGE 3 RUHHFMA4174 SE CRET SPECAT EXCLUS&UE 'FOR UMCEO -

REGIMENT OF FOUR BATTALIONS SHOULD BE READY TO occuPY THREE
BATTAL ION STRONG POINTS AND ONE OB, ‘
& (S) THROUBH THE WINTER MONTHS, WHILE " CONDUCTING OFFENSIVE

OPERAT IONS IN II AND III CORPS,
REINFORCE 11l MaF WITH A BRIGADE IF THE SITUATION REQUIRES IT.
BY NEXT MARCH/APRIL, I PLAN ON SENDING THE iST CAV INTO I CTZ
FOR THE ENTIRE PERIOD OF FAVORABLE WEATHER DURING 1968,

I WILL RETAIN THE ABILITY TO
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lo THE LAST TIME I WAS IN'RUN I SAW A CONSIDERABLE
LOSS OF MANPOWER IN THE. REPLACEMENT/ROTAT ION/RER -
SYSTEH, REFLECTING ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS IN THE

FLC AND IN THE SEVERAL MAJOR UNITS, WHICH. aDDED UP TO
THOUSANDS OF MAN-DAYS PER MONTH. AT THAT TIME

I1.SaID THAT I COULD NOT, IN GOOD CONSCIENCE, SUPPORT
(R_GENERATE PLEAS FOR MORE MARINES UNTIL VE

CLEANED UP THE DISARRAY. I AM SURE THAT MUCH HAS SINCE
‘BEEN DONE, BUT I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE FACTS BEFORE I
TAKE MY POSITION ON REF A WITH CINCPAC, INCIDENTALLY,
I WOULD HAVE VELCOMED SOME ADVANCE WARNING ON THE
CONTENT OF THAT MESSAGE.

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA4189 SE C RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVL FOR MCEO
20 THE DMZ SITUATION IS STILL BOILING. THE aRHMY IS
ENRAGED AT REF B, PRIVATELY WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT
THEIR DISSATISFACTION IS THAT IT PROPOSES WHAT WESTY
SHOULD HAVE DONE ON HIS 04N, LONG SINCE.

3, THE ARMY HAS TAKEN A POSITION ON THE DMZ, WHICH IS
BEING REPEATED BLUNTLY, BOTH HERE AND IN WASHINGTON.

IT IS AS FOLLOWS:

A. THERE IS NO SHGRTAGE OF FORCES IN NORTHERN ICTZ.
THE PROBLEM IS ONE OF TACTICS.

Bo THE MARINES HAVE A BEACH-HEAD ATTITUDE, AND ARE
SITTING IN THEIR HOLES AT CON THIEN. IF THEY MOVED ABOUT
AND MANEUVERED TO CUT UP THE ENEMY, THERE WOULD BE NO
FROBLEM,

Co MOST OF THE FIRE ON THE MARINE POSITIONS IS MORTAR
FIRE, WHICH THEY COULD ABATE IF THEY WOULD MANEUVER
OFFENSIVEL Yy
4s 1 HAVE COUNTERED THE ABOVE BY PRESENTING FACTS ON
WHERE OUR FORCES ARE, AND wHAT THEY ARE DOING IN TERMS
OF OFFENSIVE MANEUVER, POINTING OUT THAT ONLY A SMALL
FRACTION ARE MAVNINQJ&IQJ¢H1JHQLJKHi H
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THESE ARE POINTS A-2 aND a=4 ON WESTY®S STRONG

POINT SYSTEMs THAT HE HAS DIRECTED THAT THEY BE
OCCUPIED, AND THAT CINCPAC KAS CONCURREDg THAT

THE MARINES HAVE NO EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT AT ALL .TO THESE
EMINENCESs THAT WE ARE ONLY IN THE DMZ. AREA BECAUSE iIT
IS BACY POLICY TG SECURE ROUTE 9, WHICH aCT

CaNNOT' BE CONSUMMATED wITHOUT PUTTING LARGE

FORCES NORTH OF THE ROAD; THAT WE DO NOT HAVE

ENOUGH FORCES THERE NOWs THaT IF WESTY WANTS TO
GIVE UP ROUTE 9 [II MAF CAN WITHDRAW TO ANY POSIT ION HE
DESIRES, AND I HAVE BROADCAST TO ALL WHO WILL LISTEN, THaT 70
PERCENT 'OF THE FIRE IN THE DMZ AREA IS @®RTILLERY, 8 PERCENT
ROCKET AND ONLY 22 PERCENT MORTAR. -

9 NEVERTHELESS, WE ARE GOING TO MAVE TO. BUTTRESS OUR
CASE IN EVERY WAY WE CANo IN THIS REGARD, WILL YOU
FLEASE SEND ME A MESSAGE WHICH DETAILS. THE NaTURE

OF OUR ACTIVE DEFENSE IN THE CON THIEN - GIO LIN

AREA, PORTRAYING SPECIFICALLY HOW IT IS BEING

PURSUED. ONE POINT, BROUGHT UP BY THE ARMY HERE
YESTERDAY, WAS THAT OUR ARTILLERY SITS IN ITS HOLES,

PAGE 4 RUMHFIA4189 S E CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
SERV ING ‘AS PIN-POINT COUNTERBATTERY TARGETS, WHILE

THE ENEMY MOVES HIS ARTILLERY ABOUT. MY RESPONSE 4%AS TO
DISAGREE, AND TELL HOW I HAD SEEN OUR ARTILLERY MOVE OFF AND
AROUND GIO LIN WHEN OUT THERE TWO TRIPS AGO.

COULD YOU GIVE ME MORE ON THIS? = '

6 I HAVE JUST SENT YOU WESTY'S ANSWER.TO MY

191998Z. YOULD WELCOME SUSGESTION AS TQ ANY-
THING I WIGHT DO FURTHER TO HELP. WARM.REGARDS.
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LTGEN XRULAX. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY .
lo FOLLOYING 1S THE TEXT OF A aacxacmwm FROM
SHARP TO WESTHORELAWNDs
QUOTE 2
B .CG FMFPAC 2389372 SEP 67 (PASEP)
/B CINCPACFLT 2422427 SEP 67 (PASEP)
Co CINCPACFLT 242241Z SEP 67 (PASEP) .
fo I HAVE GIVEN DEEP AND SERIOUS CONGERN TO THE SITUATION
I THE DYZ REGION; AS I KNOW. YOU HAVE,
2, REF A CONTAINS THE RECONHENDATIONS OF €S FMPPAC
T0 CINCPACFLT. CINCPACFLT WAS EXPRESSED HIS VIEWS
T0 ME, AND I HAYVE PASSED WIS NESSAGE TO YOU, HE HAS
A.READY TAKEN ACTION TO MAKE MAXINIM NAVAL GUNFIRE
AVATILABLE ALONG THE DBZo CREF ).
S, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT 1 RAVE THE BENEFIT @rf YOUR VIEWS IN

PaGE 2 YYNA 4291 T O P SECRET

THE PREPARATION OF A COORDINATED RECOMMENDATION FOR THE

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF. THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A

DIRECTED COURSE OF ACTION IS IN PREPARATION AT THAT LEVEL. '
4. FRON & CONSENSUS OF YOUR EARLIER VIEWS, THE SERIES OF RECEWT
FﬁFPAC/FLEET MESSAGES, aND MY OuN CONSIDERED OPINION, I YHINK

wE ARE IN AGREEMENT THAT THE CASUALTY LEVEL CURRENILY BEING
EXPERIENCED BY OYR FORCES IN THE DMZ REGIONW IS BECOHING INCREAS-
INGLY GRAYVE. UMLESS THIS CASUALTY RATE CAN BE REDUCED QUICKLY AND
1i¥ VERY SUBSTANTIAL DEGREE, THE OPERATIONAL BENEFITS NOW BEING

.QHIEVED IN THE AREA INMEDEYATELY SOUTH OF THE DHZ @RE NoT CONe

/// SISTENT WITH THE LOSSES INGCURRED.
‘5, QUR FORCES ARE SO CLOSE TO THE DMZ THAT THEY ARE NOW AT SERIOUS

TaCTICal. DISADVANTAGE BECAUSE THE ENEMY HAS A REAR AREA THAT IS
SECURE AGAINST OUR GROUND WANEUVER, IN HIS REAR AREA HME HAS A

KEAVY CONCENTRAT ION OF ART ILLERY WHICH IS FIRING -INTO FRIENDLY POSI-
TIONS THAT -ARE FIXED aND EXPOSED TO ENEMY OBSERVAT ION. THIS ARTILLERY
THREAT UDDER EXISTING RESTRAINTS Ca-BE COUNTERED ONLY BY AIR,
ART:ILLERY AND MaVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT., WHILE IT IS REALIZED THAT YOU -
HAVE CONCENTRATED B52 STRIKES IN THIS aREA AND HAVE HADE A WAJOR
IACTICQL ﬁﬁﬁ AND ARTELLERY &FFORT THE RESULTS THUS FAR HAVE NOT BEEN
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EFFECT IVE IN REDUCING THE LEVEL OF. ERENY FIWEo

6 IT SEEHMS TO ME THAT THE ITMMEDIATE AND SERIOUS NATURE OF THIS
SITUAT 0N REQUIRES THAT OVERRIDING PRIORITY FOR THE USE OF ALL FIRE
SUPPORT RESOURCES aVaILABLE TO YOU BE ASSIGNED TO THIS TASK. .
EXCEPT FOR MOST URGENT AIR SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS IN OTHER AREAS,
IN-COUNIRY TACTICAL AIR AND ARC LIGHT RESOURCES SHOULD BE

UF 1.IZED TO THE LIMITS OF TACTICAL FEASIBILITY AGAINST THIS THREAT.
ALL AVATLABLE NGF RESOURCES SHOULD BE CONCENIRATED AGAINST
THOSE PORTIONS OF THIS AREA WITHIN THEIR RANGE. CINCPACFLTY

HaS MADE SEa DRAGON FORCES AVAILABLE FOR USE IN THIS ARER.

RECONNAISSANCE CAPABILITIES, INTELLIGENCE RESOURCES AND AIR

CONTROL FACILITIES AND PROCEDURES ARE. TO BE RE=ORIENTED AS
RLCESSARY TO RESPOND AS EFFECTIVELY A4S POUGIBLE.

I ORDER TO DESTROY ENEMY MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES, INFLICT
EERSGNNEL LOSSES AaND IMPEDE HIS FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IN THES
AREA TO A DEGREE NOT PREVYOUSLY ATTEWMPTED, AIR OPERATIONS ON A
SCALE GREATER THAN EVER CONTEMPLATED BEFORE FOR THIS REGION
WILL BE REQUIRED, I WILL PROVIDE SUCH AUGHUENTATION TO THIS EFFORT
AS CaN BE USEFULLY EMPLOYED., THERE WILL BE A PROBLEM OF CON-
TROLLING FIRES OF THE VAR IDUS FORCES. 1IN THIS RELATIVELY SMALL AREA

PAGE 4 YYNA 429 TOPSECRET . . S [

WHICH WILL NEED CLOSE ATTENTION.

8B SHOULD THE FOREGOING ACTIONS FAIL TO R&LIEUE PROMPILY AND
SaT ISFACTORILY THE SITUATION IN THE, IMMEDIATE AREA SOUF OF THE
DMZ, & CHANGE IN THE CURRENT POSTURE OF FIXED POINT DEFENSE IN .
THE AREA WHICH WOULD RESTORE TO OUR OWN FORCES THOSE TACTICAL
ADVANT AGES INHERENT IN OUR SUPERIOR MOBILITY aND FIRE POUER

‘#AY BE NECESSARY. WHILE A PROBABLE REDUCTION IN CONTROL OVER

SOME TERRAIN IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ COULD
BE EXPECTED, IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT AN OVER-ALL INCREASE IN THE

THREAT TO FRIENDLY FORCES WOULD NECESSARILY ACCRUE.

S THE PROBLEM OF HEAVY CASUALTIES IN I CORPS DOES NOT APPEAR
CONFINED TO THE DMZ. NVa FORCES CONTINUE TO INFILTRATE INTO ¥ CORPS

- IN SIZEABLE NUMBERS, THEY CONTINUE TO OPERATE EFFECTIVELY AND IN

FORCE ABGAINST FRIENDLY BASE AREAS AND LINES OF COMMUNICAT ION.
HORTAR AND ROCKET ATTACKHS AGAINST INSTALLATIONS THROUGHOUT THE
CORPS AREA ARE TAKING A HEAVY TOLL IN SUPPLIES DESTROYED ﬁND-ﬁﬁa
INFL ICT ING NUMEROUS CASUALTIES. ALTHOUSH THERE 15 SIMILAR ENEMY
ACTIVITY IN:-UARYING DEGREE IN OTHER CORPS AREAS, NEITHER THE LEVEL
OF INTENSITY NOR.THE WUMBER OF ENEHY FORCES INVOLVED APPESR TO -
BE OM a SCALE COHPARABLE T@ ?HAT 1124 ﬁORPSa COWQIGTENT WEnH o
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THIS HIGHER LEVEL OF EMENY aCTIVITY, THERE- www APPEAR TO BE AN
INCREASED POTENT IAL .FOR INPLICTRNG RELATYVELY LARGE LOSSES ON THE \
ENEBY IF aDDITIOMAL PORCES WERE TO BE MOVED IuTO THIS CT1Z, - | \
18, 3T WOUWLD APPEAR THAT DEPLOYING ADDITIONAL PORCES FOR INCREASING ,
THE LEVEL OF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS IN NORTMERN I CORPS YOULD SERVE \
TO REDUCE HEAVY ENEMY PRESSURES WOWBEARING ON FRIEMDLY POSI- \
TIONS IN THE CON THIEN/GTO LINH/DONG HA AREa.: 1 RECOMS . _
‘MEND THIS SYTUATION BE REVIEWED TO- INGLUDE AN APPRAISAL, BY CORPS \
fRER, OF THE ESTINATED THREUM, TME CURRENT LEVEL OF ENENY RCTIVITY, \
'THE FORCES PRESENTLY CONMZITTED AND DEVELOPHEMTS TO BE EXPECTED
. IN THE MEAR FUTURE. aN EARLY ASSESSMENT OF TS WECESSITY TO, BN
DEFLOY ADDIT IONAL FORCES TO THE I 6TZ IS REQUESTED, N0
ilo I HAVE JUST BEEN HANDED JONNNY: JOHNSON®S 252144Z WHICH - :
CONFIRHS MY PREDICTION IN PRARAGRAPH 30 mma REGARDS, GP=3 - AN
UNQUOTE, ‘ _ | \
126P=4
" N
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1. FOLLOWING IS MY 272185Z SEP 10 GINCPACFLT ON THE
DHZ/ROUTE PACKAGE (I SITUAT ION3

QUOTEs. . - o

Ao CG FMFPAC 233937Z /SEP&T

Bo CINCPACFLT 242247Z/SEPST _

Co CG FMFPAC 162233Z/SEP67

Do MACV PRACTICE MINE REQUIREMENTS PLﬂN w I

26JANGT (TS)

E. . COMUSMACY MSG 192217Z/APRGT (1S)" w

Fo CINCPAC MONTHLY ASIA AIR OPERATIONS D'IGEST -

1, REFERENCE A DISCUSSED A REQUIREMENT FOR MASSIVE
“ATTACKS BY AIR, MAVAL VUNFIRE AND ARTILLERY TO DESTROY

MOVEMENT IN. SOUTHERN ROUTE PACKAGE I.

2. REFERENCE B EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE EFFORT PRO-
POSED BY REFERENCE A WOULD PROVIDE ONLY TEMPORARY
RELIEFs THAT IT COULD NOT BE SUSTAIWED” AND THAT THERE
WOULD BE A RETURN TO THE SITUATION NOW PREVAILING

UPON REDUCTION OF THE FIRE SUPPORT. EFFORT. REFERERNCE
B-REQUESTED COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS ON THOSE

COURSES OF aCTION WHICH SHOULD BE ADOPTED. SUBSE-

QUENT TOTiE The  doh ekt e NEERN L Tud B RS REEon-
Gk cH RECOMMENDED THAT THE TWO MARINE SQUADRONS

AT IWAKUNI NOT SE DEPFLOYED TO.RVN AT THIS TIME. THIS MESSAGE
RESPONDS TO THE THREE TORICS ADDRLQSED ‘1IN REFERENCE Bo

’..;',

i

ENEMY WEAPONS AND SUPPFLIES IN THE DMZ ﬂpﬁﬁo AND TO IMPEDE HIS -
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3. BAGKCROUND ' ’ :
OUR FORCES ARE DEPLOYED bt NGRYHEQM GUANG?
" TRI FOR FOUR PRINCIPAL REASQNS. F£§§T comusmacy
/ PERCEIVED AND SPOILED A MAJOR ENEMY INVASION THREAT I¥ THE
DMZ BY DEPLOYING FORCES FOR THE CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS HASTINGS
‘AND PRAIRIE IN 1966, THESE FORCES, IU-VARYING DENSITIES,
HAVE REMAINED TMERE TO FORESTALL SUBSEQUENT ENEMY EFFORIS.
SECOND , AND PERSISTING SINCE EARLY IN “THE WaR, HAS BEEN THE .
POLIGY THAT ROUTE 9 SHALL BE SECURED .ARD™ KEPT OPEﬂo 70 DO TRHIS
EFFECT IVELY REQUIRES THE DEPLOYNMENT OF SURSTANTIAL FDRCES NORTH

OF THE ROAD. %ﬁﬂﬂD THE MAJOR REORIENTATLIOR

THE. RD uFFQEIJl_,JAﬁﬁQT RESULTED. IN”ABSO 3Y ZEI MAF
ARUN SECURITY TASKS IN i ERW § GIZ. AWD FINALL THE STRONG
POINT 0BSTA AS DRAWN U.5., FORCES INTO- THE DMZ REGION,
REF D IS MACV°S. PRACTICE 9 REQUIREMENTS PLAR. BY REF E ,
MACV INFORMED CINCPAC AND JCS OF HIS: INTENTION OF

IMPLEMENT ING THE DYE MARKER PLAN, GIVING I1II MAF RES-
PONSIBILITY FOR THE I“S"ALLATIONg MAINTENANCE AND .

MANNING OF THE SYSTEM, WMICH, OF COURSE, INVOLVED '
PROTECTION OF THE I%STALLING FORCES AS WEVLO MARINE FO?CES 1%
THE DMZ ARZA ARE NOW MANNING GIO LINH A¥D, CON THIEN (STROHG
POINIS A=2 AND A-4& IN THE 0SSIACLE SYSTEM) ‘AS A RESULY :

OF THESE DECISIONS, AND OTHER MARINE FORECES ARE -
MANEUVERING IN THE AREA TO PROTECT TH® STRONG POINTS

AND TO. PROVIDE SECURITY FOR THE DaVELQPWENT OF THE -
SYSTEM. -

4, PARAGRAPH | OF REFEREVCE B, EKPRESSES TRE VIEW THAT
THE HEAVY FIRE SUPPORT EFFORT DESCRIBED 1% REFERENCE & -
COULD NOT BE SUSTAINED ON A PERPETUAL S4S51S5.-IN THE
ABSOLUTE SENSE OF THE TERM PERPETUAL, THIS VIEW IS

LESS AS A PERFETUAL EFFORT THAN AS AN ESSENTIAL .
DEFENSIVE STEP 4D AS A PROFITABLE TACTICAL OPPORTUNITY

WHICH SHOULD BE EXPLOITED FOR WHATEVER .
TIME 1T 1S BENEFICIAL 70 DO S03 SPECIFICALLY% o
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 ¢> THE SE MONSOON HAS PRODUCED HEAVY RALNS
AND FLOODING IN THE BEN HAI BASIN, INPELLIGENCE

'FROM HIGH LEVEL SOURCES, AGENTS, DEFEGTO®S, AND PW°S

DISCLOSES THAT THE ENEiY IS5 SUFFERING FROW THE WEATHER, HE

IS HAMPERED BY INUNDATED TRENCHES, BUNKERS, AlD DUG-IN ARTILLERY
POSITIONS AND HAS LOST FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES FROM WATER
DAMAGE. FLOODING OF THE BEMN HAI AND-OTHER RIVERS IS RESTRICTING

 THE MOVEMENT OF MEN AND EQUIPMENT, TO THE POINT WHERE

SOME OF HIS UNITS ARE ISOLATED. Byl PROBABLY MOST IMPORTANT,
THESE SAME CONDITIONS HAVE FORCED ENEMY TROOPS FROM THEIR COVER,
DRIVEN THEM ABOVE GROUND MAKING THEM MORE VULNERABLE TO ATTACK
BY OUR SUPPORTING ARMS. THIS WOULD THUS APPEAR TO BE AN
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE MASSIVE AND CONTINUED EMPLOYMENT OF AIR,
ARTILLERY AND NaVAL GUNFIRE, WITH THE P?OSPEGT OF HIGHLY
PROFITABLE RESULTS. 0

(2) BEYOND THIS, THERE I5 THE RELATIVELY CONCENTRATED
NATURE OF THE ENEMY DISPDSITIONSe ONE OF 0UR PRIME MILITARY
PURPOSES=-REPEATED OFTEN DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS=-IS :
DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY°'S MILITARY SUBSTANCE WHEN IT IS
IN CONCENTRATED AND VULBERASLE FORM; IN THE PORT OF HAIPHONG
FOR EXAMPLE. THIS CONDITION NOW OBTAlnsg Itk A MODEST
DEGREE, IN THE DMZ AREA WHERE THE ENEMY'.IS OBLIGATED TQ RE-~
CONCENTRATE MHIS PEOPLE, HIS WEAPONS, AND® WIS LOGISTIC
MEANS IF HE IS 70 HAVE ANY CHANCE OF DRIVING US AWAY
OR DESTROYING US. THIS IN TURN HAS RECREATED THE
OPPORTUNITY FOR US T0 STRIKE HIM AS HE MASSES HIS
WEAPONS SUPPLIES AND PEQOPLE. IN A LIMITED DEGREE, THAT
IS WHAT IS GOING OM NOW AND, IN THIS SENSE,-THE EXECUTION OF

- INTEWSIVE FIRE SUPPORT OFERATIONS SHOULD HOT BE REGARDED
" AS A STOP-GAP MEASURE BUT AS A TACTICAL QPPOQTUNITYQ

l

56 PA?AGR@PH 2 OF REFERENRCE B REQUES!S.GOWWE“TS AND
RECOMMEND AT IONS CONCERRING COURSES OF ACTION WHICH

SHOULD BE ADOPTED SUBSEQUENT TO THE MAJ0R FIRE SUPPORT

EFFORT OUTLINED IN REFERENCE A. THERE ARPEAR TO BE JUST

TyO0 MAJOR LONG-YERM UNDERTAKINGS THAT'MERiT‘DUSGUSSIONs IWVADE
NORTH VIETHNAM AND WITHDRAW FROM THE GENERAL DMZ. AREA

A. RESPECTING THE AW#HiBIdUS LANDING ﬁNﬁ} IGROR TG
POLITICAL FACTORS, THE FOLLOWING POINIS ﬁRE PERTINENT ¢
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' €1 IF WE MADE & LIMITED OBJECTIVE LANDING, SAY

- SOUTH OF VINH, FOR THE PURPOSE OF QUICKLY CLEANIQG out THE
FORCES AND WEAPOHS FACING US NOW AND THEN RETURNING

SOYTH OF THE DMZ, LITTLE DURABLE WILL HAVE BEE®

ACCOMPLISHED » THE ENEMY WOULD PROBABLY BE RACK

WHERE HE IS NOW, SHORTLY AFTER WE WITHDRaAW. WE WOULD

HAVE HURT HIM, BUT WOULD THEW BE FACED. WITH THE PROSPECY OF HAVING
TO0 RE-EXECUTE THE LANDING UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE

THE ENMEMY HAD GAINED VALUABLE DEFENSIVE EXPERIERCE.

(2) IF YE INVADE NORTH VIETWAN WITH THE PURPOSE

OF REMAINING THERE INDEFINITELY, THEN THE ENEMY IS FREE TO FACE US
WITH THE SAME FORM OF DESTRUCTIVE FIRE FOWER YE ARE

E¥DURING NOW NEAR THNE DMZ. AS WE EXPQND OUR LODGEMENT TO DES TROY
HIS WEAPONS, HE CAN WITHDRAW NORTHWARD -DEFENDING ON SUCCESSIVE
POSITIONS, UNTIL WE ARE LOOKING. DI?WCILY INTO YURNAH PROVINCE OF
CHINA., THE STRENGTH-SAPPING PROSPECTS OF: THIS ARE FORBIDDING.
(3> IN SHORT, TMERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE TACTICAL VIRTUE

I8 A LANDING IN hORTH VIETHAM, UNLESS IT IS ESTIMATED , BY

OUR INVADING THEIR HOMELAND , THAT THE ©TRAUMA WOULD L

BE SUFFECIENT IO BRING THE WQMGI GOVERNWFNT TO THn

PEACE TABLE

B. WITH RESPECT TO DIMINISHING OUR SIRE“GTH i
NORTHMERN QUANG TRI, THE PROBLEM REDBCES - |
ITSELF TO AN AFPRAISAL OF THE FOUR FaCTORS WHICH BWOUGHT
US THERE IN THE FIRST PLACE, (PARRA 3A ABOVE) PARTICULARLY THE
MATTERS OF ROUTE © AND DYE MARKER, X}
: C1) WMACV AND GVM STRATEGY IS THAT~§0UT& 9
IS A CRITICAL FEATURE, T0 BE PRESERVED TO US AND DEHIED
'TO THE ‘ENEMY. THAT IS ONE OF THE PRINE REASONS WHY
COMUSMACY DEPLOYED FORCES NORTH OF ROUTE. 9 IN THE FIRST
PLACE, ROUTE © CAN 3E INTERD ICTED BY- US .FROM POSITIONS ¥0
THE SOUTHWAHD HOWEVER, IT CAN OBLY BE SECURED BY THE DEPLOYMENT
OF SIZEABLE FRIENDLV FORCES TO THE NORTH OF -THE ROADg==
FORCES 1IN AT LEAST AS WUCH STRENGTH AS, ARE THERE HOW.

(2) TACTICAL DISPOSITIONS ARE THE EXCLUSIVE
PROVINGE OF THE FIELD COMMANDER, BUT .1 AM-SURE THAT : P
NEITHER COMUSMACY OR CG IIT MAF HAVE ARY DESIRE TO : ‘
MEMOR IZLIZE CON THIEN OR GIO LINN'BY MATBTAINING
FORCES O THOSE EMINWENCES FOR OTHER THAN SOUND
TACTICAL PURPOSES. THE DYE MARKER REQUIREWMENT FOR
OCCUPATION OF THESE LOCALXTIES FINDS SOMEWHERE
BElUEEN A COWPANY AMD A BATTALION ON- COH 1HIEN A
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: FOLLOWINGS

A COMPANY ON GIO LINH. SHOULD THE PRESENT DYE:

MAQRER PLANS CONTINUE, THEN WE SHOULD EXPECT TO SEE

CONT INUED OCCUPATION OF THESE KEY POINTS BY FRIENDLY

FORCES, AND CORTINUED PRESENCE OF FRIENDLY FORCES WEAR

THE DMZ. IF THERE IS A CHANGE IW THE DYE MARKER PLAN,

TO MOVE THE STRONG=POINT: TRACE FARTHER® SOUTH, THEN

THESE POINTS LOSE THEIR SIGNIFICAMCE, &ND SONE REDUC-,

TION IV TROOP DENSITY WOULD RESULT. R

Co IT WILL BE SEEN, THEN, THAT NEITHER OF THE ABOVE

LONG TERM OPITONS APPEARS TO OFFER PROSEPECT OF DECISIVE IMPACT
ON THE SITUATION UNLESS, IN THE CASE OF DYE MARKER , THERE WEREL
SOME MAJOR CWAMGE IN THE TRACE LOCATIOMo :

6, FINALLY REFERENCE A ASKS FOR & REVIEW AND CONFIRMAv
TION OF THE RECOMMENDATION IN REEFERENSE C RESPECTING
HOLD ING THE TWO MARINE OUT -OF-COUNTRY TACTICAL = -
SQUADRONS IN THEIR PRESENT POSITIONS AT IWAKUNI.

NOTW ITHSTAND ING THE ADVANTAGES LISTED IN REFERENCE C
WHICH ACCRUE. IF THE SQUADRONS DO NOT DEPLOY, IF &
STUDY OF REQUIREMENTS AND RESOURCES DISCLOSES THAT
THEY ARE ESSENTIAL IN CARRYING OUT THE PROGRAM OUTLINED
1N REFERENCE B, THEN THE Tv0 SQUADRONS.SHOULD BE
DEPLOYED AT ONCE, AND THEY ARE NOW READIED FOR THIS
PURPOSE, HOWEVER , THERE DOES NOT.APPEAR TO BE PER-=
SUASIVE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT A CONCLUSION THAT THE
SORTIES THESE AIRCRAFT COULD ADD ' ARE ‘ACTUALLY NEEDED.
FACTORS WHICH SUPPORT THIS ﬁONCLUSION IRE THE »
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