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GENERAL WESTMORELAND SENDS TO GENERALS CUSHMAN, ROSSON,
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1. (S) THE EFFECTIVENESS AND DETERMINATION DEMONSTRATED
THUS FAR IN SECURING THE RVN ELECTIONS IS MOST SATISFACTORY. FROM
NOW THROUGH ELECTION DAY AND THE DAY FOLLOWING WILL BE A MOST CRITICAL
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2. (S) ALTHOUGH THE ELECTION WILL TERMINATE ON THE EVENING OF
3 SEPTEMBER, THERE SHOULD BE NO TAPERING OFF IN SECURITY ACTIVITIES
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(S) IN THIS PO ST ELECTION PERIOD IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ALL
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, CIVILIAN AND MILITARY, SUPPORT THE
FREELY ELECTED GOVERNMENT. THERE SHOULD BE NO WAVERING OF LOYALIY.
ADVISORS SHOULD IMPRESS THIS FACT UPON THEIR COUNTER PARTS AND
SHOULD DO ALL POSSIBLE TO SEE THAT COUNTERPARTS GET FULLY BEHIND
THE EFFORTS OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT SO THAT THERE MAY EE NO LOSS OF
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SUBJ 3 PRESS TRENDS NUMBER 248"'67 FOIL 5 5 [.p.J EMBER 1967& 
THE FOLLOWING SIGNIFICANT ITEMS WERE RELEASED 10 NEWS 

GORRESPONDErnS IN SAIGON AT 1630H THIS DATE g 
CONTACT FLARED ANEW YESTERDAY AS ALLIED FORCES REPORTED SIGe 

NIFICANT ACTIONS IN I CORPS p III CORPS, MJD IV COPRSo THERE ARE I 
55 BA'fTAL ION SIZE OR LARGER OPERA! IONS UNDERWAY IN THE REPUBL IC 
17 OF,THEf'l ARE ANNOUNCED. . 

IN QUMJG MAM PR OINCE s EL.Ef~ENT S OF Y·H.E 5TH MAR INES CONT IN UI:: TO 
PRESS THE ENEt1Y IN THE CONTACT REPORT.EJ1 '(e;SIERDAY" THE UoS 0 'r1'AR'INES 
ARE REPORTED TO BE IN L 16MT CONTACT 0 THUS FAR" 'f HEY HAVE ANNOUNCED 
FOR 160 ENEMY KILLED" THE ActION BEGAN 'Ai 0500 ON THE 4TH AND 15 
CENTERED HJ AN AREA 24 KM (15 MILES) ,NORTHWEST OF TAM KY 0 ' 

U .. S~ MARINES IN OPERA! ION KINGFISHER KE!LEED ~1 ENEMY IN • A 
~R~1~~1 ~~E~~ IflLCESI)~SlH~L'M~r~5~ OF CON TH IN ESTERDA'( 9 TWO 

PAGE 2 R UM SM A 05 3 7~J UN CL A S 
•• J 

,.J . 

~ (ON BACKGROUND) A LIGHT FIRE TEAM FOR lHEU"S .. ARr~)(OS 1ST 
j':. AVAlTION BRIGADE 'KILLED 16 ENE~lY SOUTH"'SOUIHt~EST OF CAN THE YESTER'" 
!: DAY t~HEN THEY CA~1E 10 THE ASSISTANCE OF AN ARVN OUTPOST c THE OUTt i POST WAS ATTACI<ED BY AN EST Ii4ED COMPANY AND THE GmJSHIPS 
~\; SPOTTED THE ENENY IN CAMPANS MOVING DOWN A CA~AJ .. «I (END BAC!5GROUr~ ) 
Wf IN OPERATION KOLE KOlE El.E['rlENTS o,.~ THE. 2D BRIGADE, 25TH I 
~. Hll'ANTRY DIVISION MADE TWO CONTACTS WI1\H THE ENEr·l'( WEST OF SAIGON 
! YESTERDAY ACCOUNTING FOR 16 ENEMY KH.:LED,,'·HJO U.S. SOLDIERS WEREr 
' X ILLEB HJ THE fi IR S1 CONTACT AND r HERE ~jERE NO U oS 0 INJURIES IN T E 

SECON " 
IN OPERATION DIAMOND HEAD HEAVYCONIACT WAS REPORTED NORTHEASt 

CG 

CIB 

OF' rAY N INH It/HEN UN IT S OF t HE 3D Bri XGADE" 25 1H INFANTRY DIVlSIOr 
t'lADE em-HAC! WITH THE ENEMY NEAR THE BASE OF NUl SA DEN MOUtJTAIN 
THREE U"Sa SOLDIERS WERE lULLED IN THIS ACTION .. ENEMY CASUALTIES 
ARE UN l{N Ol.HJ " , .. ' .. 

AIR FORCE PILOTS FLEW 8S MISSIONS_: ~jjl,\RlrNE CORPS PlLOTS 34, ANp 
NAVY PILOTS Ala FOR A TOTAL Of 121 AI~ SIR' I{[S AND AR~1 RECON(lMISS~NCE 
NISS!ONS OVER i~ORTH VIEHJAM YESTERDAYo TARGETS INCLUDED HIGHWAY 
BRIDGES, RAILROAD FACILITIES, \oJEAPONS POSIIONS AND LINES. OF cor·1 ... 
fJlUNI CIH ION .. AIR FORCE F"4 PHANTOM WA S OmIJNliD TO GROUND FIRE !N 
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UNCLAS 29402 FROM : MACOI FOR : CG S ANDD--FLAG OFFICERS SECTION I OF IV.SUBJ: PRESS TRENDS NUMBER 248-67 FOR 5 SEPTEMBER 1967:

THE FOLLOWING SIGNIFICANT ITEMS WERE RELEASED TO NEWS
CORRESPONDENTS IN SAIGON AT 1630H THIS DATE:

CONTACT FLARED ANEW YESTERDAY AS ALLIED FORCES REPORTED SIG-
NIFICANT ACTIONS IN I CORPS, III CORPS, AND IV COPRS. THERE ARE
35 BATTALION SIZE OR LARGER OPERATIONS UNDERWAY IN THE REPUBLIC
17 OF THEM ARE ANNOUNCED.

IN QUANG NAM PROINCE, ELEMENTS OF THE 5TH MARINES CONTINUE TO
PRESS THE ENEMY IN THE CONTACT REPORTED YESTERDAY. THE U.S. MARINES
ARE REPORTED TO BE IN LIGHT CONTACT. THUS FAR THEY HAVE ANNOUNCED
F OR 160 ENEMY KILLED. THE ACTION BEGAN AT 0500 ON THE 4TH AND IS
CENTERED IN AN AREA 24 KM (15 MILES) NORTHWEST OF TAM KY.

U.S. MARINES IN OPERATION KINGFISHER KEILLED 37 ENEMY IN
CONTACT 2 KM (1.2 MILES) SOUTHWEST OF CON THEIN YESTERDAY, TWO
MARINES WERE KILLED IN THE ACTION.

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 0537J UNCLAS
CON BACKGROUND) A LIGHT FIRE TEAM FOR THE U.S. ARMY'S 1ST

AVAITION BRIGADE KILLED 16 ENEMY SOUTH SOUTHWEST OF CAN THE YESTER-
DAY WHEN THEY CAME TO THE ASSISTANCE OF AN ARVN OUTPOST. THE OUT
POST WAS ATTACKED BY AN ESTIMED COMPANY AND THE GUNSHIPS
SPOTTED THE ENEMY IN CAMPANS MOVING DOWN A CANAL . (END BACKGROUND

IN OPERATION KOLE KOLE ELEMENTS OF THE 2D BRIGADE, 25TH
INFANTRY DIVISION MADE TWO CONTACTS WITH THE ENEMY WEST OF SAIGON
YESTERDAY ACCOUNTING FOR 16 ENEMY KILLED "TWO U.S. SOLDIERS WERE
KILLED IN THE FIRST CONTACT AND THERE WERE NO U.S. INJURIES IN THE
SECOND.

IN OPERATION DIAMOND HEAD HEAVY CONTACT WAS REPORTED NORTHEAST
OF TAY NINH WHEN UNITS OF THE 3D BRIGADE, 25 IH INFANTRY DIVISION
MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY NEAR THE BASE OF NUI BA DEN MOUNTAIN
THREE U.S. SOLDIERS WERE KILLED IN THIS ACTION. ENEMY CASUALTIES
ARE UNKNOWN.

AIR FORCE PILOTS FLEW 83 MISSIONS, MARINE CORPS PILOTS 34, AND
NAVY PILOTS 10 FOR A TOTAL OF 127 AIR STRIKES AND ARM RECONNAISSANCE
MISSIONS OVER NORTH VIETNAM YESTERDAY. TARGETS INCLUDED HIGHWAY
BRIDGES, RAILROAD FACILITIES, WEAPONS POSITIONS AND LINES OF COM -
MUNICATION. AIR FORCE F 4 PHANTOM WAS DOWNED TO GROUND FIRE IN
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PAGE 3 RUMSMA 0S37aJ UNCl.AS ,j 
T HE PANHANDLE e THE PILOT IS MISSING."" " 

UeSo PIlots CONtINUED THEIR SUPPORT OF ALLIED GROUND FORCES 
THROUGHout TME REPUBLIC YESTERDAY. THE·Y FlEW MORE tHAN 5(?JtlJ FIXED 
\lJ Ir4G MlD 12j) 000 HEL leOfIER SORTIES PROIDING tHE NECESSARY COMBAt 
AND LOGIST leAL SUPPORT TO KEEP tHE ENEMY OfF BALANCE e ' 

THE SEVErn H flEEt ROCKET.., lR ING SJUP USS 51 FRAilJCIS RIVER WRECKED 
439 ENEMY EMPLACEMENTS AND KILLED' At LEAst !0 ENEMY IN QUAlIlG tftI AND 
BINH DINH PROVINCES DURING TKE PAS! THREE DAYS. 

I I 1 MAR UJE AMPH,IB 100S FORGE . 
OPERAT ION K XNGFISHER (QUANG 1R I PROVlUlCES) '" tHIRTY SEVEN ENEMY 

AND TWO UflSe MAR!NES WERE KXU .. ED YESTERDAY 'AS: A RESULT OF A CON-
T Act BEtWEEN A Mut! X cCOMPANY FORCE FROM THE ~tH MARINES AMD AN 
UNKNOWN SIZE ENEMY FORCI! 2 KM U 02 MILES) SOUTHWESi OF CON 
T IHE[\! 0 ' 

At 11 15 YESTEDDAY Ii COMPANY FROflj tHE 4l'H MARINES MADE F IRS'!' CONtACT 
WITH THE ENEMYo AS CONTAct DEVELOPED A SECOND MARINE 
COMPA~Y REIWfORCED. A NARINE OBSERVER ~LLED ON stAtION 
ADJustED ARTILLERY FIRE AND DIREctED' GROUND FORCES AGAINST THE 
ENEMYo LA1E IN THE AfTERNOON tHE ENEMY EMPlOYED ARYXlLERY FIRE 
AGAINSii' THE FRIENDLY UNITS AND tHEW BROKE CO~I 

CI AFTER DARI( fiI 

PAGE 4 RYMSMA /ZJ531J UNClAS ."; 
ONE CREW SERVED MID T~JO UIDIVIDUAl l'J!APOMS -t1ERE CAP'UJRED" 
FORTY""SEVEN MARXNES WERE WOUNDED U6 MEIlEV·At»., 

At 122~ ifESTERDA \' ELEMEN! S OF 'if ME 9tH r~AR INES COMPANif ENGAGED 
AN U[lJKNOWN SIZE ENEMY FORCE ~ KM (2Q~ Mll1..~S) SOU'il'MEAS'ii' OF CON 
THIEN. SMALL ARMS AWD AUTOMt\TXCE WEAPONS FIRE WAS EXCHENGED AND 
MORTAR FIRE SUPPORTED THE MARINE UfIlX'f Q ONE fli6tRUH! ~AS lUllED 
AND SIX WERE WOUNDED 0. ENENt CASUAlIXES' ARE UNIU\JOWN 0 

ONE ROUND OF tHE MORTAR FIRE SUPlPOR:fUJG tHE M4\JUNES FELL 
SHORt 0 WOUNDING NINE MARXNES o AN lU\}"~StXGlAllr.oN IS UNDERWA'lro 

BETWEEN 0845 AND U00 YESTERDAY 1IH[· .. .uoSI/l 4TH MARINES COMMA[IJ)) 
POST Ai CON THIEl\! '&AS MIt BY AN ESt XMA1'ED ~; ROIUWDS Of ENEMY 85MM 
ARTILlERY FXREo COUNtER BATTERY FIRE WAS INX'EIAil'ED FROM ARtILIQ 
1.ERY UNnS AND TANKS Wll'W UNKNOWN. RESm.ISo tHREE lloSo fJI~RX[IJES 
~J ERE WOUf\lmHlo ," : .," 
, IDEl.AlfED REPOI:r!') BElWEEN a1f?J0 AWl) ll920 O[ll 3 SEM'EMBER tHE 
4t.H MAR INES COMMMlD POST At. CON tMXE~ ~EVEIVED 10 R(j'iJ~mS Of ENEMY 
8avlM MORTAR FXRE 0 COUNtER MORt~R FIRE· WAS.·RETURNED FROM tANKS. 
AND ONTOS AND A XR SIR RKES !:JERE DI~ECTEDd\G~ EN S1' SUSPEClrED ENEMY 
PosnXONS,WXTH ut~K~O\.tJN FU:Sm.tSo IWO MARXNES, ~lERE WOUN!HtDo' ' 

At ~05; ~Es!lERDAY MORNING THE SAM\:: MARXNE COMMAND '·post R[ ... 
• \' ., . ;' I', 
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PAGE 3 RUMSMA 0537J UNCLAS 3
THE PANHANDLE, THE PILOT IS MISSING.

U.S. PILOTS CONTINUED THEIR SUPPORT OF ALLIED GROUND FORCES
KROUGHOUT THE REPUBLIC YESTERDAY. THEY FLEW MORE THAN 500 FIXED

WING AND 12,000 HELICOPTER SORTIES PROIDING THE NECESSARY COMBAT
AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT TO KEEP THE ENEMY OFF BALANCE.

THE SEVENTH FLEET ROCKET IRING SHIP USS ST FRANCIS RIVER WRECKED
439 ENEMY EMPLACEMENTS AND KILLED AT LEAST 10 ENEMY IN QUAN G TRI AND
BINH DINK PROVINCES DURING THE PAST THREE DAYS.

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
OPERATION KINGFISHER (QUANG TRI PROVINCES) 0 THIRTY SEVEN ENEMY

AND TWO U.S. MARINES WERE KILLED YESTERDAY AS A RESULT OF A CON -

TACT BETWEEN A MULTI-COMPANY FORCE FROM THE 4TH MARINES AND AN
UNKNOWN SIZE ENEMY FORCE 2 KM 11.2 MILES) SOUTHWEST OF CON
THIEN.

AT 1115 YESTEDDAY A COMPANY FROM THE 4TH MARINES MADE FIRST CONTACT
WITH THE ENEMY. AS CONTACT DEVELOPED A SECOND MARINE
COMPANY REINFORCED. A MARINE OBSERVER CALLED ON STATION
ADJUSTED ARTILLERY FIRE AND DIRECTED GROUND FORCES AGAINST THE
ENEMY. LATE IN THE AFTERNOON THE ENEMY EMPLOYED ARTILLERY FIRE
AGAINST THE FRIENDLY UNITS AND THEN BROKE CON I

CT AFTER DARK.

PAGE 4 RUMSMA 0537J UNCLAS
ONE CREW SERVED AND TWO INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS WERE CAPTURED.
ORTY-SEVEN MARINES WERE WOUNDED 886 MEDEVAC).
AT 1220 YESTERDAY ELEMENTS OF THE SIH MARINES COMPANY ENGAGED

AN UNKNOWN SIZE ENEMY FORCE & KM 82.4 MILES) SOUTHEAST OF CON
THIEN. SMALL ARMS AND AUTOMATICE WEAPONS FIRE WAS EXCHENGED AND
MORTAR FIRE SUPPORTED THE MARINE UNIT. ONE MARINE WAS KILLED
AND SIX WERE WOUNDED ENEMT CASUALTIES ARE UNKNOWN

ONE ROUND OF THE MORTAR FIRE SUPPORTING THE MARINES FELL
SHORT , WOUNDING NINE MARINES, AN INVESTIGATION IS UNDERWAY

BETWEEN 0845 AND 1100 YESTERDAY THE U.S. 4TH MARINES COMMAND
POST AT CON THIEN WAS HIT BY AN ESTIMATED 35 ROUNDS OF ENEMY 85MM
ARTILLERY FIRE. COUNTER BATTERY FIRE WAS INITIATED FROM ARTIL a
LERY UNITS AND TANKS WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. THREE U.S. MARINES
WERE WOUNDED .

DELAYED REPORT) BETWEEN 1700 AND 1920 ON 3 SEPTEMBER THE
4TH MARINES COMMAND POST AI CON THIEN REVEIVED 70 ROUNDS OF ENEMY
8 2MM MORTAR FIRE. COUNTER MORTAR FIRE. WAS-RETURNED FROM TANKS
AND ONTOS AND AIR STRIKES WERE DIRECTED AGAINST SUSPECTED ENEMY
POSITIONS WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. TWO MARINES WERE WOUNDED

AT 0055 YESTERDAY MORNING THE SAME MARINE COMMAND POST RE
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PAGE 5 R UMS[vlA 05S1J UMCLAS 
CEIVED 52 ROUNDS OF ENEt1Y ARTILLERY Alv'D R~CO!LESS RIFL.E FIRE 0 

COUNTEER .BATTERV F IRE, WAS RETURlIlED. W·ITH UNKNOWN RES lit IS" tHERE 
WERE NOFRIEtu)I..Y CASUAl.TIES', . 

GIANG NAftl/QUAt~G TIN PROVINCES "" UPDATE· '" I"HE ENEMY HAS aGe; 
DEAD THUS FAR AS ACTION CONTINUES BEn~EEN UNll'S OF' THE 5TH 
MAR INES AND ELEMENTS .01' AN ESTIMATED TWO ENEMY BAITAl. ION S 24 KM 
(15 rULES) NORTHWEST OF TAM KYo , 

~ tHE f>'lARINES ARE RECEIVH1G UOS0 AIR FORCE AC"'~7 DRAr~Gm~SJUP 
, ! AN K AND ART ILLER'! SUPPORT TO SEAl.. OfF In.IE ENEMY ESCAPE ROUTES IN 
f THE QUE SON VALl.EY WHERE THE ACTION ·.15 IA~UNG PlACE. 
f ELEI1ENTS OF'THE51'H MARINES \~ERE ON A SEARCH AND DESTROY 
m .. MISS!or~ 6 KM (4 MILES) EAST OF ETHE HAMLET OF QUE SON YESTERDAY 
~t: WHEtJ THEY MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY IN DUG IN POSI'IIOMS. 
~~.' 1 HE TERRA INN IS RELATIVEL Y OPAN TREE LINED PA'TiV LAf~D c· OTHER 
, f>1AR INE UtHlS WERE MELOED INTO THE AREA ~ THE ACT ION THROUGHOUT 

THE DAY \~AS DESCRIBED AS SPORADIC TO HEAVY. THE ACTION TAPPERED 
OFF DUR ING THE NIGH! ill ". 

AT fnD eN IGHi COUNTER ~lORIAR Ii'IRE AND DRANGOSHIF'S SILENCED 
ENEMY MORTAR flREE AS tIGHT CONTACT CON,T INUED " 

IN ADD I110fJ TO T HE ENEMY CASUAL! IE:S THERE HAVE BEEtJ 24 

PAGE 6 RU~1S~1A 05S7J UNCU~S . 
DEIAINEESu NINETEEN AND TWO CREW CREW SERVED WEAPONS HAVE 
SEEN CAPT URED. THE lIGHT ACT XON IS .CONl·HJ,UING" 
. TASK FORCE OREGON .., FIFTEEN EMECr,y WERE· "ltlltED YEST ERDA Y 

1 HROUGHOUT tHE TASI{ FORCE OREGON AREA OF THE OPERATION t4HE~d UoS \'I 

ARMY ELEMENTS PRESSED THEIR OFFENSIVE ·OPERAT IO~~S ItJ THE SOUTHERN 

CG 

CIB 

PAWl Of X CORPS \'I 

EIGHt OF THE ENEMY WERE l<IllED BY UNItS Of THE 3D BRIGADE 4TH 
INFANTRY' DIVISION i) IN SCATTERED ACT 10~JS ~JEAR Due PHI U~· QUANG 
N'GIA PROVINCES., UoSe PARATROOPERS FROM THE AS! BRIGADE p HHST 
A IRBORNS DIVISION D KILLED SEVEN HJEMY AND DE~ROY 
MISSION NEAR CHI LAI H~ QUANG TIN PR·OVINC'Ea 

1 FIELD FORCE VIEtNAM 
OPERATlON PERSHU4G SINH DINH PROVIt~CE- tHE ENEMY DEATH TOll 

IN OPERATION PERSHING MOW STANDS AT 3 0 1450. CAlVARYMENN FROM THE 
U oSoARMY 1ST CALVARY DIVISION <AIRNOB!lE) COm:tUBuTED 10 THE 
TOTAL EHEN THEY KILLED SEVEN ENEMY IN SCATTERED CONTACTS IN BINH 
DINH 'PROVHJCE YESTERDA'to FRIENDLY CASUAltIES FOR THE OPERATION 
ARE 441 HU.L.ED Af~D 2e021 toJOUNDED. ,:,: 

II FIELD FORCE VIETNAM . ~ 
OPERATION KOlO KOLO <TAY MINH PROVINCE) EIGHT ENEMY WERE 

B1' 
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PAGE 5 RUMSMA 0537J UNCLAS
CEIVED 52 ROUNDS OF ENEMY ARTILLERY AND RECOILESS RIFLE FIRE.
COUNTEER BATTERY FIRE WAS RETURNED WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. THERE
WERE NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES.

QIANG NAM/QUANG TIN PROVINCES e UPDATE 8 THE ENEMY HAS 160
DEAD THUS FAR AS ACTION CONTINUES BETWEEN UNITS OF THE 5TH
MARINES AND ELEMENTS OF AN ESTIMATED TWO ENEMY BATTALIONS 24 KM
(15 MILES) NORTHWEST OF TAM KY.

THE MARINES ARE RECEIVING U.S. AIR FORCE AC-47 DRANGONSHIP
TANK AND ARTILLERY SUPPORT TO SEAL OFF THE ENEMY ESCAPE ROUTES IN
THE QUE SON VALLEY WHERE THE ACTION IS TAKING PLACE.

ELEMENTS OF THE 5TH MARINES WERE ON A SEARCH AND DESTROY
MISSION 6 KM (4 MILES) EAST OF ET HE HAMLET OF QUE SON YESTERDAY
WHEN THEY MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY IN DUG IN POSITIONS.
THE TERRAINN IS RELATIVELY OPAN TREE LINED PATTY LAND. OTHER
MARINE UNITS WERE HELOED INTO THE AREA. THE ACTION THROUGHOUT
THE DAY WAS DESCRIBED AS SPORADIC TO HEAVY. THE ACTION TAPPERED
OFF DURING THE NIGHT

AT MID NIGHT COUNTER MORTAR FIRE AND DRANGOSHIPS SILENCED
ENEMY MORTAR FIREE AS LIGHT CONTACT CONTINUED.

IN ADDITION TO THE ENEMY CASUALTIES THERE HAVE BEEN 24

PAGE 6 RUMSMA 0537J UNCLAS
DETAINEES. NINETEEN AND TWO CREW CREW SERVED WEAPONS HAVE
BEEN CAPTURED. THE LIGHT ACTION IS CONTINUING.

TASK FORCE OREGON o FIFTEEN ENEMY WERE KILLED YESTERDAY
THROUGHOUT THE TASK FORCE ORE GON AREA OF THE OPERATION WHEN U.S.
ARMY ELEMENTS PRESSED THEIR OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS IN THE SOUTHERN
PART OF I CORPS.

EIGHT OF THE ENEMY WERE KILLED BY UNITS OF THE 3D BRIGADE 4TH
INFANTRY DIVISION, IN SCATTERED ACTIONS NEAR DUC PHI IN QUANG
NGIA PROVINCES. U.S. PARATROOPERS FROM THE 1ST BRIGADE, 101ST
AIRBORNS DIVISION, KILLED SEVEN ENEMY AND DESTROY
MISSION NEAR CHI LAI IN QUANG TIN PROVINCE.

I FIELD FORCE VIETNAM
OPERATION PERSHING BINK DINK PROVINCE THE ENEMY DEATH TOLL

IN OPERATION PER SKING NOW STANDS AT 3,145. CALVARYMENN FROM THE
U.S. ARMY 1ST CALVARY DIVISION (AIRNOBILE) CONTRIBUTED TO THE
TOTAL EHEN THEY KILLED SEVEN ENEMY IN SCATTERED CONTACTS IN BINK
D INK PROVINCE YESTERDAY. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES FOR THE OPERATION
ARE 447 KILLED AND 2,021 WOUNDED.

11 FIELD FORCE VIETNAM
OPERATION KOLO KOLO (TAY NINH PROVINCE) EIGHT ENEMY WERE

BT
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I OU~JCLAS 29402 FROM 8 MACOI fOR 8 CS oS AND FLAG OfFICERS SEC! ION Il OF 
l,KILLED AND ONE SIJSPECT WAS DETAINED IN SOUTHERN Tt1'l NIMH PROVINCE 
~ LATE YESTERDAY AFTERtJOOt) BY UeSo !NFMJ·1RY~1EN 0 , 

~'" A COf~PANY FROM THE UOSD ARM~oS ID BRH~AiJE9,25tH INfANtRY 
r D IV ISION 1:1 t~ADE CONTACT WU'H AN UNKNOWN SIZE ENE~1,( FORCE 64 lCM 

(40 ~iIl.ES> ~lORTH\~Esr OF SAIGOi-J At 114.50 THE ACTION TOOK PlACE 
UJ A R ICE PADDY AREA :1 l{f1) (5 M U.E S) NORTl1\~ES'r OF THE VAM CO 
DONG RIVER 0 AC "'47 DRAGO!~SHIPS I) HELICOPTER L.IGHT F'IRE: l'E.AftJS 
AND ART IJ..LERY FIRES SUPPORTED THE !NFANTRYMEN" t1dOOTHER 
CO~1PANXES FROM THE DIVISION WERE CALLED. IN AS REINFORCEf4ENTSo 

THE ENEMY BROKE COMTACT AT ,20450 n.IP:,'Uo'So SOLDIERS WERE 
KILLED AND 13 WOUrmEO 1M THE ACTXPNq.!T'IiE lJoS@ SOLDIERS RE.,. 
COVERED twO INDIVIDUAL. WEAPONS LEFT BEH:IND BY THE ENEMY Q 

MEAl'lWHU.E II At A950 ANOTHER 2D SR IGADE COMPANY ENGAGED AN 
UNKNO~JN NUMBER OF EMENY IN SAMPANS 20 }{M 03 r-HLES) DOt-JN THE 
R rVER I) JUST INSIDE tHE NORTHERN BOUNDARY 01' HAU NGliIA PROVIt~CE I) 

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 0;38J U~CL.AS ... :. . 
A SHORt FIRE F XGWT ENSUED WHICH RESUL TE'D !N EIGHt ENEMY lOLl.ED 
AND THREE ENEMY SAMPANS DESTROYED 0 tHERE WERE NO UDSO CASUAL"" 
T lES IN nus ACT JION 0 

OPERATION DIAMOND HEAD (lAY NltNH PROVll~OE) q, HEAVY COWfACT 
WAS (~ADE YESTERDAY BETWEEN ElEMEMtS OF THE YeS 0 ARMY oS 3D 
BRIGADE I) 25TH INFAMTRY DIVISION II AND AN ESTIMATED REINFORCED ENEMY 
COMPANY 86 KM (54 MIl.ES) NORTHWEST OF SAXGO~J c ' 

TKE UoSo TROOPS MADE CONTACT WUM THE. ENEMY AT A3! 1 N&:AR 
1 HE BASE Of THE lOWER HIG NUl SA DEN MOUNTA IlII NOR1HEA 51 OF TA Y 
N INH CIT\, 0 A COMPANY FROf'} THE 220 INFANtRY MADE THE INlT tAl. 
CONTACl'WliH tHE WELL fORTIFIED ENlWll'o AS THE ACTION DEVELOPED 
A SECOND COMPANY FROM THE 221) REINFORCED ITS SISTER UN IT 0 

~,"' THROUGHOUT THE BATTLE THE ENEMY ENPLOYED SMALL ARf4S, AUTO.,. 
"'MATIC WEAPONS AND RPG.,,2ROCKE1S WHILE THE U050 ELEMENTS REQ 

lAl..lA!ED ~JlTH ARTILLERY!) A HELICOPTER LIGHT FIRE TEAM AND UoS. 
AIR FORCE TActICAL AIR STRIKESe FIVE Olr..THE TACTICAL AIR STRIKES 
POURED ORDNANCE DIRECTLY ON THE E~vEMY tAR.GETS., THE ACt ION BECAME 
l !GHl TO SPORADIC AS EVENING APPROACHED AND AT 1910 THE ENEillY 
BROKE OFF1HE ENGAGEMENT., lHERE \4ERE THREE UoSo SOLDIERS HILLED 
AND 33 WOUNDED IN tHE ACT XOt~" Et~Er~y CASUAL! IES ARE Uf~KNOWN 0 
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00 UUM SEA
DE UUMSA 0538J 2489930
ZNR UUUUU
0 P 0508252 SEP 67 ZEX ZYI
FM COMUSMACV
TO AIG 7046
BT
OUNCLAS 29402 FROM: MACOI FOR 8 CG S AND FLAG OFFICERS SECTION 11 OF IV.
KILLED AND ONE SUSPECT WAS DETAINED IN SOUTHERN TAY NINH PROVINCE
LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON BY U.S. INFANTRYMEN.

A COMPANY FROM THE U.S. ARMY S 2D BRIGADE, 25TH INFANTRY
D IVISION , MADE CONTACT WITH AN UNKNOWN SIZE ENEMY FORCE S4 KM
(40 MILES) NORTHWEST OF SAIGON AT 1745. THE ACTION TOOK PLACE
IN A RICE PADDY AREA 5 KM (3 MILES) NORTHWEST OF THE VAM CO
DONG RIVER. AC-47 DRAGONSHIPS, HELICOPTER LIGHT FIRE TEAMS
AND ARTILLERY FIRES SUPPORTED THE INFANTRYMEN. TWO OTHER
COMPANIES FROM THE DIVISION WERE CALLED IN AS REINFORCEMENTS

THE ENEMY BROKE CONTACT AT 2045. TWP U.S. SOLDIERS WERE
KILLED AND 13 WOUNDED IN THE ACTION THE U.S. SOLDIERS RE o

COVERED TWO INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS LEFT BE HIND BY THE ENEMY.
MEANWHILE, AT 1930 ANOTHER 2D BRIGADE COMPANY ENGAGED AN

UNKNOWN NUMBER OF ENEMY IN SAMPANS 20 KM 813 MILES) DOWN THE

R IVER , JUST INSIDE THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF HAU NGHIA PROVINCE.

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 0538J UNCLAS
A SHORT FIRE FIGHT ENSUED WHICH RESULTED IN EIGHT ENEMY KILLED
AND THREE ENEMY SAMPANS DESTROYED THERE WERE NO U.S. CASUAL
TIES IN THIS ACTION.

OPERATION DIAMOND HEAD CAY NINH PROVINCE) 9 HEAVY CONTACT
WAS MADE YESTERDAY BETWEEN ELEMENTS OF THE U.S. ARMY S 3D

BRIGADE, 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION AND AN EST IMATED REINFORCED ENEMY
COMPANY 86 KM (54 MILES) NORTHWEST OF SAIGON.

THE U.S. TROOPS MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY AT 1311 NEAR
THE BASE OF THE TOWERING NUI BA DEN MOUNTAIN NORTHEAST OF TAY
NINH CITY. A COMPANY FROM THE 22D INFANTRY MADE THE INITIAL
CONTACT WITH THE WELL FORTIFIED ENEMY. AS THE ACTION DEVELOPED
A SECOND COMPANY FROM THE 22D REINFORCED ITS SISTER UNIT.

THROUGHOUT THE BATTLE THE ENEMY EMPLOYED SMALL ARMS, AUTO-
MATIC WEAPONS AND RPG-2 ROCKETS WHILE THE U.S. ELEMENTS RE -

IALIATED WITH ARTILLERY, A ELICOPTER LIGHT FIRE TEAM AND U.S.
AIR FORCE TACTICAL AIR STRIKES. FIVE OF, THE TACTICAL AIR STRIKES
POURED ORDNANCE DIRECTLY ON THE ENEMY TARGETS. THE ACTION BECAME
LIGHT TO SPORADIC AS EVENING APPROACHED AND AT 1910 THE ENEMY
BROKE OFF THE ENGAGEMENT THERE WERE THREE U.S. SOLDIERS KILLED
AND 33 WOUNDED IN THE ACTION. ENEMY CASUALIIES ARE UNKNOWN
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O?ER~T ION COROMADOIV <L ONG AN PRCHIINCE) " AN Ef,jEtlJ'j 1~i'WIUW l1' ION 
CACHE~ 22KN 04 fHl.ES"SbUTH""SO"rri'IEAST: OF ~fHGONgWAS 'IJNCQVEflED 
LATE YES'P::RDAY r'iORNING BY A ,P{.iTROL OF tHE lIf$ ARMY S go 13iHGADE II ' 

9TH INFANTRY DIViS!ON 9 THE CACHE COM1Alf,lED 4~00~ fIOUNl)S Ollg>1f4 , 
~H('lIUNU ION 11 29050 ROUNDS 01'.'1092 '~l1r'1uNnlor~so'.680 ROYNDS OF:,!l30 . 
CALIBER ANMUNU'.10NS ,"ND !\vENIY6Cf.'1r4 MORTAR ROUNDS. EIGHT POUNDS 
OF iNT \~ERE ALSO FOUiHi n' .' , 

(PHONG D.-HJH' PROVINCE) .. IV CORPS'" (ON BACK~iWUND) ~. SIXTEEN 
ENEf'IV l'JERE KILLED YES1ER})f~Y lyHEN .A'LIGHl FIRE TEAM FROI~ THE UoS~ 
~RMY oS lSi tW lAT ION 8R JGADE CAME 1. 0 THE AS51.STM1CE OF AN ARvr~ 
o Lll' POST SO UT H "'S OUT H\¥E S1 Or CA N l' HO " 
'. HIE ARNY GUN SHIPS WERE CALLED IN \~!1f£t~ ! HE OUT POSY, LOCA'rED 
:'131!(M (86~HLES) SOUTH\!]ES'! OF Sf.llGON u \UIjS A'lTACIOID B'l'MJ ES!IMR 
'AtED ENENY COtfjPANY ~ THE GUNrHIRS SPOTTED THE ENEMY ESCAPING IN 
SA~IPANS DOWM {~ CM~AL A[m FIRED ON THEr~ .. ,NINE SAt'jPMJS ~1ERE ALSO 
SUN K IN T HE ACT ION \I (END BACK GR ourm ) 0 . • 

A m NORTH "'fUR SOUTH . ';. . 
A!R NQRl'.H..;Am fORCE PU.Ol'S fl .. EvJ 63 M·ISSIQNS Sl MARINE Pli..O'!S 

. 34 AND NAVY PIL.OTS 10 FOR A. T01'At o~ 121 STRIKE AND AR~llW R~CON m 

PAGE 4 iHJ~iSNA 053fJ.J UNCUiS . 
NAISSMJCE MISS!OtJS OVER NORTH VIEtfMrfI YESTERDAY I> TARGETS J.NCLUDED 
H IGHl~AV BR IDGES, RAltfWAD l"AC!L rt IES ,~;'EA:PONS POSIt IONS i~ND ' 
LINES OF CO~IMUN lOAl ION >I 

IN A UNIQUE SET OF' CHWU~lS1ANCE:S, UoS. AIR FORCE FIGHTER 
P IL aT S fiR Offl HIE ,3 S6r Ii TACT ICJ~L i; 1 GHTER W HJG LA liMCHEDA SM! 
M ISSILE ~ , . 

'IN AN F,;4 PHANTm~ ATTACK ON A 1'10BU.E fnSSll.E' SI1l!,THE,RE'I" 
SIJLUHH FIRE MW E)<PLOS!O~J.OF tHE SI1E ,l LOCATED SO,ME 25 MILES 
SOUTH"SOUTHEAST Of DONG HOI 1M THE PIitHIANDLE CAUSED HiE SArti 

,t'llSSILE 1'0 RACE SKVWARD tHY HOUl' I)IRECl'-l.oN OR COWfROL TO 2,000 
FEE! BEFORE, ARCHING OVEH AND rr~lpp.CT LNG1l 'l{N (2 1/2 NILES) NORTH 

, OF THE TARGET I> OTHER l'''4 os SET OFF FOUR {'lORE S[CmmARY EXPLOSIONS 
I Arm DESTROYED THE ,l'RANSPOtrnm. 
I PHMJTOrl A~JD 'JHUf~DERCH!ErPILOTS FRor~ 'rHE, 3551H ''fF'W AT1A.CKED 
~ '!' HE: I<E? Btl ¢REPEAT) ,K~P Ht! ARf4Y BARRACf{S AGA IN \'ES1'ERDAY 1:t DE" 
f 'STROYING SIX BUILIHNGS 64 i<M (;Hl [Hl~ES) NORTH OF Ni-lIPHONG II. 

t· ~lL01S OBSERVED A NUf';lBEH OF' OTHER '[1illlTARY STRuctURES THIn HAD 
, BEEN PREVIOUSLY DESTROYED ~. . ;'. . . 

CG 

CIB 

. ' EIGHT PIECES OF ROLLiNG Sloe}, \vERE ·O'E:b1'{WYED AND EIGHT 
01'HEHS DAMAGED U.I IHE>PHU CHO JMILROG~D SIDING' 2.1 i<N <13 fH!,.ES) 

- .. __ ........ ,; ... 
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FAVE 5 RUNSPIA UNCLAS
IV CORPS TACTICAL ZONE

OPERATION CORONADO IV LONG AN PROVINCE) & AN ENEMY AMMUNITION
CACHE, 22 KM (14 MILES) SOUTH-SOUTHEAST OF SAIGON WAS UNCOVERED
LATE YESTERDAY MORNING BY A PATROL OF THE US ARMY'S 2) BRIGADE,
9TH INFANTRY DIVISION. THE CACHE CONTAINED 4,000 ROUNDS OF SMM
AMMUNITION, 2,050 ROUNDS OF 7.92 AMMUNITIONS, 680 ROUNDS OF .30
CALIBER AMMUNITIONS AND TWENTY 60MM MORTAR ROUNDS. EIGHT POUNDS
OF INT WERE ALSO FOUND.
(PHONG DINK PROVINCE) - IV CORPS CON BACKGROUND) - SIXTEEN

ENEMY WERE KILLED YESTERDAY WHEN A LIGHT FIRE TEAM FROM THE U.S.
ARMY S IST AVIATION BRIGADE CAME TO THE ASSISTANCE OF AN ARVN
OUTPOST SOUTH SOUTHWEST OF CAN THO.

THE ARMY GUNSHIPS WERE CALLED IN WHEN THE OUTPOST, LOCATED
137 KM (86 MILES) SOUTHWEST OF SAIGON, WAS ATTACKED BY AN ESTIM-
ATED ENEMY COMPANY, THE GUNNERS SPOTTED THE ENEMY ESCAPING IN
SAMPANS DOWN A CANAL AND FIRED ON THEM NINE SAMPANS WERE ALSO
SUNK IN THE ACTION. (END BACKGROUND).

AIR NORTH-AIR SOUTH
AIR NORTH-AIR FORCE PILOTS FLEW 83 MISSIONS, MARINE PILOTS

34 AND NAVY PILOTS 10 FOR A TOTAL OF 127 STRIKE AND ARMED RECON-

PAGE 4 RUMSMA 0538J UNCLAS
NAISSANCE MISSIONS OVER NORTH VIETNAM YESTERDAY. TARGETS INCLUDED
HIGHWAY BRIDGES, RAILROAD FACILITIES, WEAPONS POSITIONS AND
LINES OF COMMUNICATION,

IN A UNIQUE SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES, U.S. AIR FORCE FIGHTER
PILOTS FROM THE 366TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING LAUNCHED A SAM
MISSILE.

IN AN Fog PHANTOM ATTACK ON A MOBILE MISSILE SITE. THE RE a
SULTANT FIRE AND EXPLOSION OF THE SITE, LOCATED SOME 25 MILES
SOUTH-SOUTHEAST OF DONG HOI IN THE PANKANDLE CAUSED THE SAM
MISSILE TO RACE SKYWARD WITHOUT DIRECTION OR CONTROL TO 2,000
FEET BEFORE ARCHING OVER AND IMPACTING 4 KM (2 1/2 MILES) NORTH
OF THE TARGET. OTHER 7-4°S SET OFF FOUR MORE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS
AND DESTROYED THE TRANSPORTER,

PHANTOM AND THUNDERCHIEF PILOTS FROM THE 355TH TFW ATTACKED
THE KEP HA REPEAT) KEP HA ARMY BARRACKS AGAIN YESTERDAY, DE a

STROYING SIX BUILDINGS 64 KM (40 MILES) NORTH OF HAIPHONG.
PILOTS OBSERVED A NUMBER OF OTHER MILITARY STRUCTURES THAT HAD
BEEN PREVIOUSLY DESTROYED.

EIGHT PIECES OF ROLLING STOCK WERE DESTROYED AND EIGHT
OTHERS DAMAGED IN THE PHU CHO RAILROAD SIDING 21 KM (13 MILES)
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E AS! o\'~ORIHEA ST OF MMJQ! BY 38& Ai 'EfW P·IL 01 S M~D R,0 rEET OF 
TRACK WA~ TORN UP Air 1HE HOANG MAX RAIL.:R-OAD SlDU1G S"]l KM (2~ 
M n.iS) NORTH"'t"JORltlEAst OF .JiANO! BV PHAN1i'Qt<JS FROM THE tifH !FW 0 

OTHER BIN TrW PILOTS 'li'@UCHED OFF A ·I..AftGE SECONDARY EXPl.OSI0f4 
~j IHCH SEN! Fl.AMES to 800 fEET A£IID SMoKlt'ro OVER 20 IZlG0. FEET 
ALO~G A tRUCK CON~OY 40 M <2; MXB..ES) SOutH OF' VINHo AN 
UNKNOWN NU~'8ER OF !~UCKS WERE DEStROYED .OR DAMAGED 0 Sf10KE AND 
D ARIU~ESS PREVENTED COMP1..E'!'E .BOMB 'OM1AG! ASS[SSME~n 0 

AN AIR FORCE F"'JiPHANYOM WAS DOwt~EO f;l)'EMEr4'l GROUND FIRE XN 
tHE PANHANDtEo THE PILOT IS fUSSUJG Ul ACTIONs 

1\110 SPA[~S OF fa KEY HIGHWAY SlUDGE g ; {,!U,l (3 oR t-HLES) SOUlH 
OF THE CENTtIR OF MA IPHONG WERE DESTROYED 'BY U <>5 0 NAVY CARRIER <:> 

BASED PAtOIS VEstERDAYo A"4 SKYHA~JK M~D Fog CRUSADER PU.{)'lS 
FROii THE USS ORISKAt~Y SCQRED DIRECT IUTS VI'lH !HEIR 500POUMD 
BQ!'I)BS or: THE BR 101\'[ Ll DRO~PING twO SPANS INTO THE ~#\1ER 0 H/O 
FLAK SIlES AND A SAM SITE IN THE SAME AREA WERE ALSO AtTACKED 
ev THE NAVY JEtSo tHE FLAK snES WERE SILENCEDo SMOKE AND 
J) US! AT THE SAM SUE PREVENtED DAMAGE ASSESSMEMl 0 

. THE ARMY SUPPLY DEPOt A1 AN LUAN D U-KM' (7 Ml!~ES) SOU1'HWEST 
OF HAIPHONG \~AS ALSO HEMPll Y DAMAGED-YESrE-RD/tY BY ORISKANY 

PAGE 6 RUMSMA 0538J UNCl..AS 
JETSo A SERIES OF FIRES o THROUGHOUT THE COMPLEX SENT COLUMNS 
OF SMOKE BXl.lOWUJG TO 80v000 FEET'D -

' .. , .USS CORAL SEA SKifHAt4KS DAMAGED l'~JO ,OTHER BRIDGES f) 33 AND 
-48 KM (20 AND Cd fULES) sour H=SOUl HWEsr Of- HA.lPHONG AND REPORt1W 
ORDNANCE-ON TARGET AT A THIRD BRIDGE, '5A KM (32 rUlES~ SOUTH 
Of THANH MOA 0 

A SURFACJ::a·TO"AIR MISSll.E (SAM) Ot~ A TRAU"ER tRANSPORTER ~JAS 
DESTROYED AND FIVE SECONDARY EXPLOS!ONS WERE SEl' OFf AS A RESULT' 
OF MARINE CORPS 1\ 0 4 SKYHAWK RAID 40 KM (25 ~nLES) SOUl'H OF DONG 
HOI YESTERDAY 0 otHER eMU LA! BASED MAR,XNE JEtS JOINED WU'H DA 
NANG BASED PILOTS IN IUltING ARTILl.ERY ~OSl!lONS JUST· NORTH OF 
1 HE DMZ Q T HEY DEstROYED FIVE FORt IF ICA1·10t~S 9 .sET OFF TWO SECON." 
DARY EXPLOSIONS AND STARTED THREE F 1tRESe J)ARKNESS PREVENTED 
F UR1HER BOMB DAr"lAGE ASSESSf;)[NT 0 

TWO lARGE ORANGE SECONDARV EXPl.OSIOI~S WERE TRIGGERED -AND 
ONE FiRE XGNlTED AT A FERRY CONPLEX 25 KM 06 NILES) SOUTH Of 
DONG HOI BY DA NANG BASED A ... 6 XtJ'lRUDERSo 

AIR SOUTH<oU oS 0 A lR FORCE AND ~lAR ltiJE: CORPS :MCT !CAL FIGHTER 
PILO,)!S HAMMERED EWEMY ENCAMPf1EN1'S Mm POSITIONS WHILE FLYING 
OVER 500 SORTIES 1M THE REPUBLIC '1ESTE·RDAV I) ALl'tlOSr HALl' OF WHICH 
B1 t. 
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EAST NORTHEAST OF HANOI BY 388IH TFW PILOTS AND 150 FEET OF
TRACK WAS TORN UP AT THE HOANG MAI RAILROAD SIDING 37 KM (23
MILES) NORIH-NORTMEAST OF HANOI BY PHANTOMS FROM THE 8TH TFW

OTHER 8TH TFW PILOTS TOUCHED OFF A LARGE SECONDARY EXPLOSION
WHICH SENT FLAMES TO 800 FEET AND SMOKE TO OVER 2,000 FEET
ALONG A TRUCK CONVOY 40 KM (25 MILEST SOUTH OF VINH. AN
UNKNOWN NUMBER OF TRUCKS WERE DESTROYED OR DAMAGED. SMOKE AND
DARKNESS PREVENTED COMPLETE BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

AN AIR FORCE F-4 PHANTOM WAS DOWNED BY ENEMY GROUND FIRE IN
THE PANHANDLE THE PILOI IS MISSING IN ACTION.

TWO SPANS OF A KEY HIGHWAY BRIDGE , 5:4M (3.1 MILESY SOUTH
OF THE CENTER OF HAIPHONG WERE DESTROYED BY U.S. NAVY CARRIER 0

BASED PILOTS YESTERDAY. A-4 SKYHAWK AND F -8 CRUSADER PILOTS
FROM THE USS ORISKANY SCORED DIRECT HITS WITH THEIR 500 POUND
BOMBS ON THE BRIDTE, DROPPING TWO SPANS INTO THE WATER. TWO
FLAK SITES AND A SAM SITE IN THE SAME AREA WERE ALSO ATTACKED
BY THE NAVY JETS. THE FLAK SITES WERE SILENCED. SMOKE AND
DUST AT THE SAM SITE PREVENTED DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

THE ARMY SUPPLY DEPOT AT AN LUAN, I - KM (7 MILES) SOUTHWEST
OF HAIPHONG WAS ALSO HEAVILY DAMAGED - YESTERDAY- BY ORISKANY

PAGE 6 RUMSMA 0538J UNCLAS
JETS. A SERIES OF FIRES, THROUGHOUT THE COMPLEX SENT COLUMNS
OF SMOKE BILLOWING TO 10,000 FEET.

USS CORAL SEA SKYHAWKS DAMAGED TWO OTHER BRIDGES, 33 AND
48 KM 120 AND 0 MILES SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF HAIPHONG AND REPORTED
ORDNANCE ON TARGET AT A THIRD BRIDGE, 51 KM (32 MILES) SOUTH
OF THANH HOA.

A SURFACE -TO-AIF MISSILE (SAM) ON A TRAILER TRANSPORTER WAS
DESTROYED AND FIVE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS WERE SET OFF AS A RESULT
OF MARINE CORPS A-4 SKYHAWK RAID 40 KM (25 MILES) SOUTH OF DONG
HOI YESTERDAY. OTHER CHU LAI BASED MARINE JETS JOINED WITH DA
NANG BASED PILOTS IN HITTING ARTILLERY POSITIONS JUST NORTH OF

THE DMZ. THEY DESTROYED FIVE FORTIFICATIONS SET OFF TWO SECON e

DARY EXPLOSIONS AND STARTED THREE FIRES. DARKNESS PREVENTED
FURTHER BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

TWO LARGE ORANGE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS WERE TRIGGERED AND
ONE FIRE IGNITED AT A FERRY COMPLEX 25 KM 816 MILES) SOUTH OF
DONG HOI BY DA NANG BASED A-6 INTRUDERS.

AIR SOUTH-U.S. AIR FORCE AND MARINE CORPS TACTICAL FIGHTER
PILOTS HAMMERED ENEMY ENCAMPMENTS AND POSITIONS WHILE FLYING
OVER 500 SORTIES IN THE REPUBLIC YESTERDAY, ALMOST HALF OF WHICH
BT
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~: UNCLAS 2~402 FROM 3 MACO! FOR 8 eG IlS ANP:- FLAG OfFICERS ~ECT!ON IIIOF 
F' \vERE INDIRECT SIlJPPORt OF Al.LIED GROUND' O-PERA'BONSo 

\I}ORKING CLOSELY Wl!H GROUND FORCES, SE.VENIH: AIR FORCE PILOTS . 
REPOR'fED 21 EroE~lY S~MPM~S S!JNKv EIGHT Of WH·!CH RESUl.TED U~ SECOr4G> 
DARY EXPl.OSltONS 1> 148 ENEMY fORt IFICA1IO(l}S NEUTRA1.U:ED AND TEN 
F IRES STARTED ~JllHU) ENEMY POSnl.O£~So THEY Fl.EW !~8 OF tHEIR 
303 SORTIES IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF AllIED GROUND OPERAtlmJS UNDERo 
WAY IN tHE REPUBll..IC@ . 

Plh.OTS FROM THE 1ST MARINE AIR WING CONtINUED 10 PROVIDE 
HEAVY SUPPORt TO GROUND FORCES IN tHE 'X: C.ORPS TACt reAL ZONE., 
AN~lOUNCED GROUND OPERA'll'IO~8S WERE SUPPORTED BY 11?J2 tACTICAL AIR 
SORtIES Of' THE 263 SORTIES fl.O\iJN B't MARXNE AVXATORS o THIE'R 
A TTACKS AGAINSt 'HIE ENEW\f lOCATIONS ACCOUNTED FOR n2 ENEMY 
K H.LED p 27 SECONDARY EXPlOSlmJS MJ!l 22 F IRES I) THE'd ALSO DE "" 
STROYED OR DAfilAGED 183 ENEMY FORI IFICA'I IONS AND two WEAPO~JS 
POSIT IONSe 

'\ 

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 0539J UNClAS 
UaSo AIR FORCE S'll'RA'EEGIC AIR COMMAND B 0 52 CREWS STRUCK MORc 

TAR AND ART lllERY posrr lOWS IN 1 Hl.t SOiJtHERN PORT 10~j OF tHE 
l)EMIL.ItARIZED ZONE L.Ast NIGHT o'5l«('J) (3 MllES~ NORl'H~JORIHEASt 
00 CON llHEN 0 

IviEN:nroFOUR ENEMY WERE KILLED YESTERDllV I) 15 EI\jEMY SAMPAfaS 
WERE DESTROYED AND n6 FIELD posn IONS- WERE NEUTRALIZED B)f 
041So ARMY GUr~SHIP CREIIJSo ARM'( AIRCRA.FT~· !tv' A CONtINUING 
EFFORT TO mESS THE ENEMY AND PROVIDE COMBAT AND n..OGISl1;'1CS SUP", 
PORT 'EO ALliED GROUND FORCES!! FLEW ALMOST Uf}000 SORTIES Et~ THE 
REPUBLIC YE5tERDAYo 'lHEY CARRIED MORE tHAN 15 p 000 TROOPS ,MIlD 
OVER a~50rl110NS OF CARGOo . 

, WORIUt~G SIDE""BY"'SIDE W1TH ARVN FORCES IN THE IV CORPS !AC"" 
TICAL ZONE ARMY HELICOPtERS ASSIStED IN.KEEPING THE ENEMY OFF 
BALIHJCE BY Fl lING NEAR)" Y 600 SORTIES \) :,". . . 

ADD INS SIGNXFICAWft. Y TO THE OVERAM" .:MfsSl0N U oS 0 MAR INE 
CORPS HEl.ICOPTER CREWS FLEw OVER A THOUSAND 'SORTIES Ir~ 'tHE III 
MAl' AREA' 9 R50 OF WHICH WERE AR~1ED HEl.O SORY XES" tHE'! TRAN SPORTED 
OVER If)800 TROOPS M~O 356 TONS Of CARGO II -- . _ 

. US NAVY ·SEVENTH f!..EE! . 
NGF ... RVN "" THE ROCl(E! "'"IRING SHIP USS Sf ofRAt~CIS RIVER 
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UNCLAS 29402 FROM MACOI FOR 8 CG S AND FLAG OFFICERS SECTION IIIOF IV.
WERE IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF ALLIED GROUND OPERATIONS.
WORKING CLOSELY WITH GROUND FORCES, SEVENTH AIR FORCE PILOTS

REPORTED 21 ENEMY SAMPANS SUNK EIGHT OF WHICH RESULTED IN SECON 9

DARY EXPLOSIONS, 148 ENEMY FORTIFICATIONS NEUTRALIZED AND TEN

FIRES STARTED WITHIN ENEMY POSITIONS. THEY FLEW 148 OF THEIR
303 SORTIES IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF ALLIED GROUND OPERATIONS UNDER -

WAY IN THE REPUBLIC.
PILOTS FROM THE 1ST MARINE AIR WING CONTINUED TO PROVIDE

HEAVY SUPPORT TO GROUND FORCES IN THE I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE.
ANNOUNCED GROUND OPERATIONS WERE SUPPORTED BY 102 TACTICAL AIR
SORTIES OF THE 263 SORTIES FLOWN BY MARINE AVIATORS. THIER
ATTACKS AGAINST THE ENEMY LOCATIONS ACCOUNTED FOR 12 ENEMY

KILLED, 27 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND 22 FIRES. THEY ALSO DE 0

STROYED OR DAMAGED 183 ENEMY FORTIFICATIONS AND TWO WEAPONS
POSITIONS.

PAGE 2 RUMSMA 0539J UNCLAS
U.S. AIR FORCE STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND B-52 CREWS STRUCK MOR

TAR AND ARTILLERY POSITIONS IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF THE
DEMILITARIZED ZONE LAST NIGHT, 5 KM (3 MILES) NORTH NORTHEAST
00 CON THIEN.
TWENTY-FOUR ENEMY WERE KILLED YESTERDAY 15 ENEMY SAMPANS

WERE DESTROYED AND 16 FIELD POSITIONS WERE NEUTRALIZED BY
U.S. ARMY GUNSHIP CREWS. ARMY AIRCRAFT, IN A CONTINUING
EFFORT TO PRESS THE ENEMY AND PROVIDE COMBAT AND LOGISITICS SUP-
PORT TO ALLIED GROUND FORCES FLEW ALMOST 11,000 SORTIES IN THE
REPUBLIC YESTERDAY. THEY CARRIED MORE THAN 15,000 TROOPS AND
OVER 1,500 TONS OF CARGO.
WORKING SIDE-BY-SIDE WITH ARVN FORCES IN THE IV CORPS TAC-

TICAL ZONE ARMY HELICOPTERS ASSISTED N.KEEPING THE ENEMY OFF
BALANCE BY FLYING NEARLY 600 SORTIES.
ADDING SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE OVERALL MISSION U.S. MARINE

CORPS HELICOPTER CREWS FLEW OVER A THOUSAND SORTIES IN THE III
MAF AREA, 150 OF WHICH WERE ARMED HELO SORTIES. THEY TRANSPORTED
OVER 1,800 TROOPS AND 356 TONS OF CARGO.

US NAVY SEVENTH FLEET
NGF e RVN $ THE ROCKET FIRING SHIP USS ST. FRANCIS RIVER
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WRECKED 439 ENEM'l EMPLACErtjENTS AND KKLt.ED AT lEAS! Hi) ENEMY IN 
QUAt~G NGAl AWD SINH DUIH PROVXNCES DUJHtNG 'ENE PAST iOfREE DAYS & 

YESTERDAY tHE SHIP POUMDED At~ ENEMY StORlGE AREA ftm 1<00 «6 
t~llES) NORTHEAST OF QUANG NGA! CUY o DEStROVUJG OR DA['1AG!MG UJ0 
EMPLACEMENTS AND 18 SAMPANS 0 HER FIREPOWER ALSO DAMAGED FOUR 
BARGES AND !R IGGERED tHREE SECONDARV [)(fi"OSXONS 0 . 

ON :; SEPTEMBER 0 HER ROCKETS AND FIVE "'XtWM Gui\ls MIT AN EtJEMY 
ASSE£1J8L Y AREA 30 KM U9 ~nlES » NORtH OF BOtHl SOtJ I) nEstROYX{~G 
OR DAMAGEING THREE EMPLACEMENtS" 

THE EtvE~jY FELt SOME OF THE StRENGtH OF THE st 0 FRANCIS RXVER 
OM2 SEPTEtt!8ER t4HEN SMt! itlU .• EU 10 ENEMY lH~D DESIRO'tfED OR DAr1lAGED 
336 EfliPL.ACEt'lENl S UlKM ~6 M 11.ES) ~JOR1HEAS1' OF· QUANG roGA~ en'lfo 
l' HE SHlpoS ROCKEtS ALSO WRECKED 28 T:HBHUl:RS AND COLLAPSED 420 . 
FEE! OF lHRENCH BESIDE SPARltlNG It SECONDAR~ EXPL.OSION t\f~l) tHREE 
F IRESo 
IN OTHER NAVAL Act ION ALONG THE 'COASt OF soUtH VIETNAM () tHE 
DESTROYER USS KNOX SHELLED AN Et~EM'l E~lPl.ACEf1E!i!10· KM (IS rULES) 
SOUTH""SOUTHEASl OF SOiuG 30N lr~ SUPfOR;I -OF OPERAIIOlll PERSHUJG 
\,ESXERDAVoiJ)AMAG~ ASSESSMENt WAS ·U~AVAn.A&tE 0 

S.E\JEN·.~tJEM~ EMPlACENE~n S f) tHREE SAl'4PAN·&· ANl) lWO ammERS WERE 
~,.- . 
:~~~ 

_ 1,"', 

.-.: .. , .:'~/.~' . ,,~r 
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' •. ;"DES1ROYED OR DAMAGED 'lfES'fERDAY W-HEN A SEVENTH n .. E!! DESTROYER 

FIRED ON TARGETS EN THE IV CORPSo nUSACIXO~!OOK PLACE IfIl A\\J 
4 f1REA nS2 KM (83 MILES) SOU!HeSOUniWESl,·;t))i' .. SAIGON ·ZN VINN BUHf 
···PROVINCEo . '. , . 

1 HE: SAME AR~A WASH IUl O~) 3 SEptEMBER wn Ii SIX ENEMY EMPl.ACE "" 
~jEN1S AND ONE BUtJKER DES!RO'ltED OR DAMAG1W 0 

NGFoDr~Z <DELAYED REPOR'l\')~N!iMV ARTIllERY POSITIONS 1M 
BOTH HALVES OF THE DEMILlI'EARXIED ZONE WERE tARGETS FOR 'UIE DE", 

. SlRO'lfER USS WALDRON ON ~ SEnEMBER 0 ONE POSl1JWN WAS SitlENCED 
BY tHE SHIP oS FXVi'"'!OOCM GUNS Hl 'KH£ 1'J00rli'HERN HALF AND GOOD 
COVERAG~ WAS REPORTED Ot~ It POSU'ION XN.JJ{E soutHERN PORTION 0 

THE HEAVY CRUISER usa BOSTON ALSO ''If(;jRNED~;HER GmJS mJ E~~EM'i 
ARt IllERY posn IONS ore B01H SIDES OF l' HE ntH PARAU.EL THAl 
DAY I) BUI D6\MA GE A SSESSMEMT WA.S Uf.J IW·IL.ABLE () 

UoSo NAVAL FORCiS 9 VIETNAM 
NAVfCRV "" UQSo uv~ AND COASt GUARD MARKEt TIME PATROLS DEca 
1'iUNED 55 PERSONS A~!) DS JUNKS 'tJi;S!!iRDA it'1/ WHl~E SURVEVIM e OR .. 
SEARCHUJG PI TOTAL OF 2, ~20 VESSELS ALONG THE REPUS!. lC OF VIETNAM os 
C OA S11.. IN Eo' .' . 
FORTY""'I'HREE OF HIE SUSPECTS WEREDEt!\.tftlED"f01..1.0W!NG A 
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WRECKED 439 ENEMY EMPLACEMENTS AND KILLED AT LEAST 10 ENEMY IN
QUANG NGAI AND BINK DINH PROVINCES DURING THE PAST THREE DAYS.
YESTERDAY THE SHIP POUNDED AN ENEMY STORAGE AREA 10 86

MILES) NORTHEAST OF QUANG NGAI CITY, DESTROYING OR DAMAGING 100
EMPLACEMENTS AND 18 SAMPANS HER FIREPOWER ALSO DAMAGED FOUR
BARGES AND TRIGGERED THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS
ON 3 SEPTEMBER HER ROCKETS AND FIVE -INCH GUNS HIT AN ENEMY

ASSEMBLY AREA 30 KM 8.19 MILES 8 NORTH OF BONG SON, DESTROYING
OR DAMAGEING THREE EMPLACEMENTS.
THE ENEMY FELT SOME OF THE STRENGTH OF THE ST o FRANCIS RIVER

ON 2 SEPTEMBER WHEN SHE KILLED 10 ENEMY AND DESTROYED OR DAMAGED
336 EMPLACEMENTS 10 KM 86 MILES) NORTHEAST OF QUANG NGA'1 CITY.
THE SHIP S ROCKETS ALSO WRECKED 28 BUNKERS AND COLLAPSED 420
FEET OF THRENCH BESIDE SPARKING A SECONDARY EXPLOSION AND THREE
FIRES.
IN OTHER NAVAL ACTION ALONG THE COAST OF SOUTH VIETNAM THE
DESTROYER USS KNOX SHELLED AN ENEMY EMPLACEMENT 10-KM 86 MILESY
SOUTH-SOUTHEAST OF BONG SON IN SUPPORT -OF OPERATION PERSHING
RESTERDAY.IDAMAGE ASSESSMENT WAS UNAVAILABLE
SEVEN ENEMY EMPLACEMENTS, THREE SAMPANS-AND TWO BUNKERS WERE
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DESTROYED OR DAMAGED YESTERDAY WHEN A SEVENTH FLEET DESTROYER
FIRED ON TARGETS IN THE IV CORPS. THIS ACTION TOOK PLACE IN AN
AREA 132 KM (83 MILES) SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF SAIGON IN VINH BINK
PROVINCE
THE SAME AREA WASH HIT ON 3 SEPTEMBER WITH SIX ENEMY EMPLACE.
MENTS AND ONE BUNKER DESTROYED OR DAMAGED.
NGF-DMZ DELAYED REPORT ) ENEMY ARTILLERY POSITIONS IN
BOTH HALVES OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE WERE TARGETS FOR THE DE
STROYER USS WALDRON ON 3 SEPTEMBER ONE POSITION WAS SILENCED
BY THE SHIP S FIVE -INCH GUNS IN THE NORTHERN HALF AND GOOD
COVERAGE WAS REPORTED ON A POSITION IN THE SOUTHERN PORTION
THE HEAVY CRUISER USS BOSTON ALSO TURNED HER GUNS ON ENEMY

ARTILLERY POSITIONS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE 17TH PARALLEL THAT
DAY . BUT DAMAGE ASSESSMENT WAS UNAVILABLE.

U.S. NAVAL FORCES, VIETNAM
NAVFORV 0 U.S. UVY AND COAST GUARD MARKET TIME PATROLS DE
TAINED 55 PERSONS AND 16 JUNKS YESTERDAY, WHILE SURVEYING OR
SEARCHING A TOTAL OF 2,120 VESSELS ALONG THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM S
COASTLINE.
FORTY-THREE OF THE SUSPECTS WERE DETAINED FOLLOWING A

III MAF 2100/5 (REV. 11-66)
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• • . [ 5 RUMSf'4A 05S9J UNCLAS 
LARGE ROUN""UP OF RIVER CRAFT 7 KI"J (; MXlES~ NORTH OF DONG 
PHU OFX' THE COAST OF QUANG NGAIPROVINCE· 0 iN THIS ACTXON l) n~ 
Of THE rOYAL. JUNKS WERE NELDa !HREE OF THE SUSPEctS DETAXMED 
WaRE lATER CONF IRMEI) ! 0 BE V Ili1 CONG () . 

. S~VEN U"So NAVY RIV~R PAtROL BOAlS (p~in AND FOUR NAVY ~RMED 
S~A"IOlp HELICOPTERS BATTLED ENEMY FORCES FOR ·THREE HOURS YES­
!iCRDAY AL~NG THE CO CHIEN R·IVER 0 80 Kl'.j. ~~~M.n .. gSi> SGU'EHWES1 Of 
SAIGON I] ReSULTING IN ~1NE ENEMY fORT'lF1CAl"lONS DESTROYED AND 
21 01 HERS DAr1AGED 0 

A1' A51?J0 VESTERDA1f o vnn« lONGoSASED PBRS ON ROUTHJE PAtROL 
CAME mmER ECllEMY ~TtACK WlIH AUTOMATIC t~EAPor~S AND SMAll 
ARMS FIRE FROM SIX TO EIGrIT SHORE POSXIIONSo orHER PBRS AND A 
HEAVY HELICOPlER FiRE ,!'EAM t'l!!RE CALLED IN 10 HU THE ENEf>1Y 
posnXONS ~H1H 050 C/U.I.S£R·[qACH!NE.GUtJ·AND rq"'79 GRENADE FIRE (} 
1 HE EIUEMY ATTACK CM'iE FROM SUNIU::RED ~OfH: JU; leAl IONS AND 
fOXHOLES ALONG III 2 Klq 0 U2 MILE) .S1REIC« OF THE SHORELU}[ 0 

i HERE WERE ~JO fOR XENDL Y CASUAL t XES AND El~EM'iCASIJAlt XES ARE: 

." ~ .... ' . \.,~', -' 

,UNKi~OtIJN 0 . ' .. 

. OTHER PBRS OPERA1'XNG IN tHE MEKOND DELtA AND RUNG SAl SPECIAL 
Z arm DUR ING GAf1E \MRD£N PATROLS REPontED SURVEYXt\l G OR SEARCHING 

PAGE (5 RUMSf·1A /Z)539J Ul\lCLAS .. 'I.~ 
Re382 VESSEl.S YEstERDAY DETAINING EtGHT SUSPEClSo 

tJ OTE ~ CASUALTY FXGURES ARE INTERnl Arm ARE SUBJECT 'KO CHAr~GE (I IT SHOUl.D 
ALSO BE CONSIDERED IN EVAlUAIH~G U.,5 /) wourmED FIGURES IHA! 85 peT ARE 
RETURNED 'EO Dm\' WUHCHJ! HOSPJrtAU,,;XZAl10tJ 'AND OVER 2/~ OF tHOSE 

. HOSPllTJU.!ZED ARE l.AtER RETURNED to OUT'! (il 

ADDENDUM g 

CG 

CiB 

THE COMMUNls'rs HAVE t~OT WON A SXNGL.E ~1gA~HNGFm, VICtORY i 

IN THE Xl CORPS tACT leAL ZO~JE OYER THE' .PAiT two 1fEARSo . 
THIS Sl'AIEMEWl' WAS MADE IN A REPORT PREPARED BY L. IEUTErU\lalY 

GE~JERlAl lHllIAM 8 \1) ROSSON v COMMANDER OF··lHE U oS e ARMY @S ! 
F lElD FORCE 0 

i HI! REPORt StATES tHAt MORE 'KHAN 36 11 12100 NORtHV IETNAMESE 
AND VIE1 CONG HAVE BEEN KILLED IN tHE II CORPS TACTiCAlZO~E 
BY UoSo p RVN AND ROK FORCES DURING THE. RSsj't)O{IJ'TH PERIOD E{~lHNG 
31 Jut 'V () . . 
THE ALLIED FORCES HAVE REPEATEDLY REVEi1SED f4AJOR Ef'JEMY . 

OrfEf:lSlVES DESIGNED to ACHIEVE PI BIG 'VIctORV THAT WOULD RES;·oRE 
BP.DLY NEEDED MORALE AND PRESTIGE TO TH}t-"COMMUlUS1SG 

THE Al.LIES STYMIED THEIR GREAIES! EFFOR1 ~HiEN THE EtJEMY 
A!TEMPTED FOUR AMBITIOUS CAMPAIGNS IN tWE WEStERN HIGHLANDS 
BT 

III MAF 2100/5 (REV l' 66) 
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E 5 RUMSMA 0539J UNCLAS
LARGE ROUN-UP OF RIVER CRAFT 7 KM 85 MILESY NORTH OF DONGPHU OFF THE COAST OF QUANG NGAI PROVINCE IN THIS ACTION, 14OF THE TOTAL JUNKS WERE HELD THREE OF THE SUSPECTS DETAINEDWERE LATER CONFIRMED TO BE VIET CONG.
SEVEN U.S. NAVY RIVER PATROL BOATS (PBR) AND FOUR NAVY ARMEDSEAWOLF HELICOPTERS BATTLED ENEMY FORCES FOR THREE HOURS YES-TERDAY ALONG THE CO CHIEN RIVER D 80 KM 850 MILES> SOUTHWEST OF

SAIGON RESULTING IN NINE ENEMY FORTIFICATIONS DESTROYED AND27 OTHERS DAMAGED.
AT 1500 YESTERDAY, VINH LONG-BASED PBRS ON ROUTINE PATROL

CAME UNDER ENEMY ATTACK WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND SMALL
ARMS FIRE FROM SIX TO EIGHT SHORE POSITIONS. OTHER PBRS AND A
HEAVY HELICOPTER FIRE TEAM WERE CALLED IN TO HIT THE ENEMY
POSITIONS WITH 050 CALIBER MACHINE GUN AND M-79 GRENADE FIRE 0
THE ENEMY ATTACK CAME FROM BUNKERED FORTIFICATIONS AND
FOXHOLES ALONG A 2 KM (1 1/2 MILE) STRETCH OF THE SHORELINE
THERE WERE NO FRIENDLY CASUALIIES AND ENEMY CASUALTIES ARE
UNKNOWN
OT HER PBRS OPERATING IN THE MEKOND DELTA AND RUNG SAT SPECIAL
ONE DURING GAME WARDEN PATROLS REPORTED SURVEYING OR SEARCHING

PAGE 6 RUMSMA 0539J UNCLAS
1,382 VESSELS YESTERDAY DETAINING EIGHT SUSPECTS
NOTE CASUALITY FIGURES ARE INTERIM AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. IT SHOULD
ALSO BE CONSIDERED IN EVALUATING U.S. WOUNDED FIGURES THAT 85 PCT ARE
RETURNED TO DUTY WITHOUT HOSPITALIZATION AND OVER 2/3 OF THOSE
HOSPITALIZED ARE LATER RETURNED TO DUTY.
ADDENDUM:
THE COMMUNISTS HAVE NOT WON A SINGLE MEANINGFUL VICTORY
IN THE II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS.
THIS STATEMENT WAS MADE IN A REPORT PREPARED BY LIEUTENANT

GENERAL WILLIAM B. ROSSON COMMANDER OF THE U.S. ARMY °S I
FIELD FORCE.
THE REPORT STATES THAT MORE THAN 36,000 NORTHVIETNAMESE
AND VIET CONG HAVE BEEN KILLED IN THE II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE
BY U.S. RVN AND ROK FORCES DURING THE 18-MONTH PERIOD ENDING
31 JULY.
THE ALLIED FORCES HAVE REPEATEDLY REVERSED MAJOR ENEMY

OFFENSIVES DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE A BIG VICTORY THAT WOULD RESTORE
BADLY NEEDED MORALE AND PRESTIGE TO THE COMMUNISTS.
THE ALLIES STYMIED THEIR GREATEST EFFORT WHEN THE ENEMY

ATTEMPTED FOUR AMBITIOUS CAMPAIGNS IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS
BT

MAF 2100/5 (REV. 11-66)
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BT 
UNCLAS '2Sl402 FRON ~{'IjACO! FOR 8 CG ts 'AND ·fL·AG OF·FICERS I'HH\l SECT. OF XV" 
BETWEEN OC10BER !96~ Arm NOVE~laER !~GIS'~' ~ 

THEi1E IS EVIDENCE THAT A. MAJOR ENEMY OFFENSIVE \vAS PLANNED. 
T HIS PAST Ju{~E e Bur WAS ABORTED ~1HEN THE U 0'5 .. ARMY °S4i:H IN ~. . 
FANtRY DIVISION KILLED 470 COMMUNISTS IN BATTALION SIZE ELEMEfts 
OF THREE fdOR!H VIETNAMESE ARNY REGHtlENTSo' 

. THE REPORT CONTINGlES TO STATE THAT THE ENEMY HAS BEEN fORCED 
.INTO AVOIDING DECISIVE COrnACT WITH ALl.IED FORCESe ALLIED ACTIONS 
HAVE REPEATEDLY CUT HIS FLOW OF MATERIEl, FORCING THE ·ENEMY TO 

i'. f'lOVE TO SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS ~IHERETH~RE IS SCANTY FOOD 
;'~ S UPPL XES ..;' • 

81 
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CG 4FC . CS OC/S G·I G-2 G'3 i:" G·' G-5 COMPT. 

", j ~ 
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CIS coe DENT. 0, EMS. ENGR. FO. SERVo HQ. COMDT. INSP. LEGAL MTO 

PSY,ops. SPL. SERV. SUP. SURG. 

DECLASSIFIED 

ADJ. 

POSTAL 

.'~: 

'-;"':,:: .. 

CHAP. 

PROTOCOL 

-it::4 

CEO 

PM<) 

DECLASSIFIED

00 UUMSEA
DE UUMSA 0540J 2480930
ZNR UUUUU
0 P 05 08252 SEP 67 ZEX ZYT
FM COMUSMACV
TO AIG 7046
BT
UNCLAS 29402 FROM MACOI FOR 8 CG S AND FLAG OFFICERS FINAL SECT OF IV.
BETWEEN OCTOBER 1965 AND NOVEMBER 19662
THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT A MAJOR ENEMY OFFENSIVE WAS PLANNED

THIS PAST JUNE, BUT WAS ABORTED WHEN THE U.SS.ARMY'S 4TH IN e

FANTRY DIVISION KILLED 470 COMMUNISTS IN BATTALION SIZE ELEMENTS
OF THREE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY REGIMENTS.
THE REPORT CONTINQES TO STATE THAT THE ENEMY HAS BEEN FORCED
INTO AVOIDING DECISIVE CONTACT WITH ALLIED FORCES. ALLIED ACTIONS
HAVE REPEATEDLY CUT HIS FLOW OF MATERIEL 9 FORCING THE ENEMY TO
MOVE TO SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS WHERE THERE IS SCANTY FOOD
SUPPLIES.
BT

III MAF 2100/5 (REV. 11-66)
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CON fi· I D EtJ T 1 A L SPECtrE EXCLUSIVE FOR 29434 

~ .. 

;' 
/ 

FROI'1 tt1ACDCoEBD EXCLUSIVE FOR LGEI~ CUSHt4AN fROM GENERAL WES!i1lORELAND 

L, 
CG 

cia 

RE:Fg Ao'CG, iII ~1AF ~tSG DiG 051?l!06Z S[P 67 (C) . 
Ie (C) RECEIVED YOUR REQUES! FOR ASS!S!AN.cEI!~ i'UNDING 

REPAIR OF THE SOMG CAU DO BRIDGE~ '. 
20 (e) THE FOLLOVIING ACTH)lilS Hi\\/E BEE[~'~-lMPW g 

A 4> COMNAVFORV HAS REQUEstED Olce 10 PROCEED 
li\1MEDIATELY WITH NECESSARY PLANfHNG AND DES-IGN of 

B e COM[~AVFOR\I HAS, REQUESTED FROM COII'ISERVPAC 0 &''1 
FUNDS FOR THIS EMERGE:FCY REQUIREMENT D 

.3 c (U) BE ASSURED T HAT MY STAFF IJJ ILl.. r'lONHOR THESE 
ACTIONS TO INSURE THAI pL.ANfUrdG, DESlm~ II M'WFUNDS ARE 
AVAU.ABlE ON A IIMELY BASIS FOR REPAIR OF nus VITAl.. BRIDGE .. 
4" 'BEst REGARDS.,' . , 
GP4 'i . 

BT 
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PP UUMSEA
DE UUMSA 3952U 2481245

EXCLUSIVE

ZNY CCCCC
P 0512052 SEP 67
FM COMUSMACV
TO CG III MAF
BT
C ON F I DENTIA SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR 29434
FROM MACDC EBD EXCLUSIVE FOR LGEN CUSHMAN FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND
REF: A. CG, III MAF MSG DTG 0501067 SEP 67 (C)
10 (C) RECEIVED YOUR REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN FUNDING
REPAIR OF THE SONG CAU DO BRIDGE. D

(C) THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN2.
A. COMNAVFORV HAS REQUESTED 01CC TO PROCEED

IMMEDIATELY WITH NECESSARY PLANNING AND DESIGN.
B. COMNAVFORV HAS REQUESTED FROM COMSERVPAC 0 4

FUNDS FOR THIS EMERGEF CY REQUIREMENT.
3. (U) BE ASSURED THAT MY STAFF WILL MONITOR THESE
ACTIONS TO INSURE THAT PLANNING, DESIGN, AND FUNDS ARE
AVAILABLE ON A TIMELY BASIS FOR REPAIR OF THIS VITAL BRIDGE.
4. BEST REGARDS.
GP4
BT

CONFIDENTIAL2/ OFCOPY COPIES11 MAF 2100/1 (REV. 11-66)
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'/ HT ~". r 0 P SEC R -E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR L'fGEN CUS}H1AN FRON 
./ LTGEN KRULAI{ "! NARINE CORPS F.YES·OfJLY , " 
'/ Ol3STAC!.iuSfRONGPOINT SYSTE~l 03) . . '\ 
'/ A(I CG III ~1AF 080812Z/SEP67 (S) " "-

1" APPRECIATE 'I HE INfORMAl' !VI! REPORt DN GENERAL "-
~JESTMORELAND oS V 1511' TO YOUR }{ffiADQUARTEH 5 ON 7 SEP 614 " "-

:// HERE ARE A FE'" HASTY THOUGHTS ~lHICH I!JAY HELP YO!; IN " 
DEVELOPING THE REQUiRED ALTERNATE PLANS.. \. . 
2<1 FIRST, AS Ii .MATTER. OF P'iHNCIPLE, ANY ALTERNATE Pl.AN . "-

.// liFE PROPOSE SHOUl.D ;AIM. TO RELiEVE N('WHNE. FORCES OF STATIC '\. 
RESPONSIB ILITY 11 If~ Of{DER TO FREj~ THEM 10 CON"'DUCT rlORE ~ 

// i~~~CTIVE OFfENSIVE CONBAT OPERATIONS TH~OUGHOUT THE "" 

jQ r:\S ,(Ou \\lEI..l KNOt~9 rHE PRESENt DYE ~lARt{Er:r PLAN ENVIS!ONr~ 
THE CONSrqUCTION OF A LINEAH TRACE ~HHCH .v}OULD EVENTUALLY EXtEND 

/ FROM T HE: SOUTH CHINA SEA ON 1'HE EAS1" TO DON(3 HA HOUNTAYN ~N THE \.. 

/. ~ 
":'/ PAGE 2 RU1·IK~H537·r 0 P 5 E C H ll: T SPECAt l!:XCL.USIVE MCEO 0 
'/:"'~'VIEST" r HE N INI~1UM REQU!REt~lENT FOR THE· SURlJE It-LANCE OF' iHIS SYSTEN "-
"/ EQUATES TO (~pPRoxnlATELY 2 INl'ANtrn REGH1EN!S PLUS THE CONCUf.fr-tENT ~ 

/ 

UTILIZATION Of? HrsHLY SOPHISTICATED lijUtJITIONS MJD SENSORY DEVICES '" " 
THROUGHOUT THEL INEAR 1'RACEo (.\ CONSIDERABLE EXPEND rrURE IN .. " 
MATER IALS ANi) N AtIiPOWER HAS Al.READY BEEN COmtJITTED TO THAT PORT ION 

/ 
OF THE CONSTRUCTION ·~CCo!'lPLISH[D TO DATEo THIS ~1UST BE CONSIDERED , 
IN THE liEVELOPNEN1 OF I\NY NE7J PLAN~ . "-

/ 44 ON THE ABOVE BAsrSJ) AND IF THE: DECISION TO ABAMDOI'J THE PRESENT ~ 
/ DYE f4ARl(t;;R PLAN IS fORl'HCOM I MG ~ HERE IS \lJHAT ,1 WOULD PROPOSE' , . 

/,; TO. ~1EStyg , . . '\ 

/

/. A~ REl'fHN ALL OF THE PLANNED STROt{GPOINTS g EXCEPT· A"'6~ ALONG '\ 
Pl~ESEN'f TRACE OF THE SYS1' Ei'i 0 '\.. " 

. Bil CEASE CLEARING AND CONSTRUCTION OF tHE OBST.ACLE/STRONGPOHn. "\.. 
// SYSTE!=l f~LONG "[HE PRESENT 6((.110 ~~E'fE.~ WIDE 'fl-'?ACF.oBECAUS€ l"Hi';! IS '" . 

{) POTEi\iiIAL SOUliCE OF HEAVY CASUALTIES!5 BATTALION BASE A~EAS • "\.. 
C ... i ,~ND C~2 SHOUl.D BE FULLY DEVELOPED", 

/ . C .. US'E ARVN TROOPS TO NAN THE EXIstING STRONG- \" . 

/ 
POUfrs 10 PREVENT I Nii.'ILl"RAT ION ~ TO CONDUCT ACT IVECOi~BAT PATROLL nw ," 
AND TO tUlI'NT AIN {~ READY REACT ION FORCE!) . " 

/ . D. EWfLACE ADSIDS, HELOSlDS, ACOliSUOYS,.AtID AI~ . ~ 

-/ r P P. G ~-,-. a t= -2 -'i) !~~ !~i:~~::, ) ~ 
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TO RUMSDN/CG III MAF
BT
IOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN CUSHMAN FROM
LIGEN KRULAK - MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
OBSTACLE/STRONGPOINT SYSTEM (S)
A. CG III MAF 0808122/SEPS7 (S)
1. APPRECIATE THE INFORMATIVE REPORT ON GENERAL
WESTMORELAND'S VISIT TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS ON 7 SEP 67.
HERE ARE A FEW HASTY THOUGHTS WHICH MAY HELP YOU IN
DEVELOPING THE REQUIRED ALTERNATE PLANS.
2a FIRST, AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, ANY ALTERNATE PLAN
WE PROPOSE SHOULD AIM TO RELIEVE MARINE. FORCES OF STATIC
RESPONSIBILITY, IN ORDER TO FREE THEM TO CONDUCT MORE
PRODUCTIVE OFFENSIVE COMBAT OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE
ICTZ.
30 AS YOU WELL KNOW, THE PRESENT DYE MARKER PLAN ENVISIONS
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A LINEAR TRACE WHICH WOULD EVENTUALLY EXTEND
FROM THE SOUTH CHINA SEA ON THE EAST TO DONG HA MOUNTAIN IN THE

PAGE 2 RUNKM1337 T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
WEST. THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENT FOR THE SURVEILLANCE OF THIS SYSTEM
EQUATES TO APPROXIMATELY 2 INFANTRY REGIMENTS PLUS THE CONCURRENT
UTILIZATION OF HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED MUNITIONS AND SENSORY DEVICES
THROUGHOUT THE LINEAR TRACE. A CONSIDERABLE EXPENDITURE IN
MATERIALS AND MANPOWER HAS ALREADY BEEN COMMITTED TO THAT PORTION
OF THE CONSTRUCTION ACCOMPLISHED TO DATE. THIS MUST BE CONSIDERED
IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF ANY NEW PLAN.
40 ON THE ABOVE BASIS, AND IF THE DECISION TO ABANDON THE PRESENT
DYE MARKER PLAN IS FORTHCOMING, HERE IS WHAT I WOULD PROPOSE
TO WESTY:

A. RETAIN ALL OF THE PLANNED STRONGPOINTS, EXCEPT A-6, ALONG
PRESENT TRACE OF THE SYSTEM.

B. CEASE CLEARING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE 0BSTACLE/STRONGPOINT
SYSTEM ALONG THE PRESENT 600 METER WIDE TRACE. BECAUSE THAT IS
A POTENTIAL SOURCE OF HEAVY CASUALTIES. BATTALION BASE AREAS
C-1 AND C-2 SHOULD BE FULLY DEVELOPED.

C. USE ARVN TROOPS TO MAN THE EXISTING STRONG-
POINTS TO PREVENT INFILIRATION, TO CONDUCT ACTIVE COMBAT PATROLLING
AND TO MAINTAIN A READY REACTION FORCE.

D. EMPLACE ADSIDS, MELOSIDS, ACOUBUOYS, AND AIR

PAGE D OF 2 PAGES
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liiONfl'ORED SENSORY DEVICES AtONG ALL ·K~lO\JN OR ,SUSPECTED rNFILTp.ATIOi~ " 

'/ ROUTES BE.Tt~[Ei'l THE SONG ',BEN HAl AND THE PRESENT !liACE OF THE "-
'/ OO:''TAC1.E/STROi>lG POINT SYS1'E~i", .' " . " 

/ 

It .. USE EXn:NSlvE ,S!' ING 'RAY OPERAT!ONS SOUTH OF THE DMZ p '\ 

• PART ICUl.ARL Y FRm'l ST!10NG POINT A""lj TO 'THE vIES!, AND , 
.' / INCLUDE AN OP AT DONG HA MOm~!ArNlt ' . "-

/ .J FjJ ~LECTIVELY AIR E[I1PLACE GRAlJtLf} DRAGON TOOTH AND TRIP ~ 
'/ tHRE fi1 I~l£S HJAAPrl) IN tHE or'll NO!=lTH OF THE SONG BEN HA 10 '- ' 
'/ ,Go DEVELOPS) AS A ~lArrER OF URGENCY, StRONG POHITS A"2~ A-4",-" 
, A ... 3 9 A"i ANLLA ca5 0 AND THEIR SUPPORTING ROADS/HELI PADS IN THAT . " 
/ 0i1D!!:P., USlf\1G ALL AVAILABLE DYE [llARKEP. BOH INCi~UDINe BURIED ~\ND " . 
'/ LINEQOF';'sisHt SENSORY DEVICES g ANrr ... PERSONNEL '~~n:m:s, BUNXERS l)t\i)) ," 
• fORT IflCA! ION MAT-ERIAL TO PROVIDE HA1=tDENED!J DEFE~lSIBi..E fHlD " 
/ HASUABLI!: POSITIONSq USE i~A'RINE gNGH~EER AND ,SEABEE UNITS FOR. , 
'/ THIS PURPOSF:!l IN ·THE ABSENCE. Oli' OTHER' ,CorJSTRUCTION F'O~CESo . "-
'/ f.OU~Ot~ ... ON THE FOREGOING CONSTRUCT ION ~EQllIRE~1ENT vlITH DEVELOPMENT ~ 

Of-·BASE CAMPS C"l AND C"2 IN THAT ORDE\~,l WITH T-?E~lAINING DYE MARKER \. . 
. / BQ[li ll TO ,PROVIDE BASE fACn..I1'IES FOl? REACTION FORCES suPPOOrING '\ 
'/ THE STRONG' POINTS.. . . . ,,'. 

Ho l!:XPLQIT TACTICAL AIR to THE' FutLES'1 IN SUPPORT OF THIS 
'/ . 

/' "'-
/ 
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PAGE 3 RUHKM 1337 I 0 E C SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
MONITORED SENSORY DEVICES ALONG ALL KNOWN OR SUSPECTED INFILTRATION
ROUTES BETWEEN THE SONG BEN HAI AND THE PRESENT TRACE OF THE
OBSTACLE/STRONG POINT SYSTEM.

E. USE EXTENSIVE STING RAY OPERATIONS SOUTH OF THE DMZ,
PARTICULARLY FROM STRONG POINT A-4 TO THE WEST, AND
INCLUDE AN OP AT DONG HA MOUNTAIN.

F. SELECTIVELY AIR EMPLACE GRAVEL, DRAGON TOOTH AND TRIP
WIRE MINES (WAAPM) IN THE DMZ NORTH OF THE SONG BEN HAI.

G. DEVELOP, AS A MATTER OF URGENCY, STRONG POINTS A-2. A-4,
A-3, A-1 AND A-5, AND THEIR SUPPORTING ROADS/HELI PADS IN THAT
ORDER, USING ALL AVAILABLE DYE MARKER BOM INCLUDING BURIED AND
LINE-OF-SIGHT SENSORY DEVICES, ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES, BUNKERS AND
FORTIFICATION MATERIAL TO PROVIDE KARDENED, DEFENSIBLE AND
HABITABLE POSITIONS, USE MARINE ENGINEER AND SEABEE UNIT'S FOR
THIS PURPOSE, IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER CONSTRUCTION FORCES.
FOLLOW-ON THE FOREGOING CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENT WITH DEVELOPMENT
OF BASE CAMPS C-1 AND C~2 IN THAT ORDER, WITH REMAINING DYE MARKER

BOM, TO PROVIDE BASE FACILITIES FOR REACTION FORCES SUPPORTING
THE STRONG POINTS.

K. EXPLOIT TACTICAL AIR TO THE FULLEST IN SUPPORT OF THIS

PAGE 4 RUHMM337 T- 0 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
CONCEPT. ASK WESTY TO REQUIRE MOMYER TO: ACCEPT HIS RESPONSIBILITIES
OR RENOVE THE COMMAND AND CONTROL IMPEDIMENT GEOGRAPHICALLY
FIXED AT THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE DMZ, MOVING THAT LINE OF
DEMARCATION NORTH SO AS TO ENCOMPASS THOSE ENEMY ARTILLERY/ROCKET
POSITIONS WHICH DIRECTLY OP POSE YOU.
3. IN SUMMARY, THE FOREGOING ALTERNATIVE PLAN TO THE CURRENT
DYE MARKER PROGRAM ENVISAGES INTENSIFICATION OF FIRE SUPPORT,
CEASES WORK ON THE ACTUAL GROUND TRACE OF THE OBSTACLE
SYSTEM WHILE RETAINING STRONG POINTS MANNED BY ARVN TROOPS.
SENSORY DEVICES WOULD BE EMPLOYED ALONG INFILTRATION ROUTES
AND ALONG THE PRESENT TRACE OF THE 0BSTACLE/STRONG POINT

SYSTEM, AND ASSORTED ANTI PERSONNEL DEVICES NORTH OF THE BEN
HAI. EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO REMOVE U. S. MARINE
FORCES FROM STATIC COMMITTMENT IN ORDER TO PERMIT A MORE
OFFENSIVE COMBAT POSTURE. WARM REGARDS:
GP-4
BT
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A. CG FMFPAC 100204Z AUGG7
B. CG FMFPAC 9593452 SEP67
EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN KRULAK - 14FO LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM BGEN HERBOLD
i DURING YOUR RECENT VISITO FLC YOU EXPRESSED CONCERY OVER
PEOPLE AVAILAB LITY AND THE SKILL LEVELS OF OUR PERSONNEL WORKING
IN A NUMBER OF HIGHLY SOPHISICATED JOB ASSIGNMENTS AND IN THE
0M-T4E-J03 TRAINING WE ARE DOING AFTER THESE MAN ARRIVE
I SHARE YOUR CONCERT AND ADMITTEDLY HAVE BEEN TOO PROME TO ACCEPT
WHAT THE CORPS HAS PROVIDED US.
2. AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE, OUR GREATEST NEED IS FOR THOROUGHLY
TRAINED SYSTEMS ANAL YSIS EXPERTS, DATA PROCESSING PROGRAMMERS 363
OPERATORS, AUTOD IN MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS, INVENTORY MANAGEMENT
EXPERTS, SKILLED WAREHOUSEMEN, PEOPLE, AND SHIPPING AND

PAGE TWO RUMHFL 601

RECEIVING PERSOWEL. BY REFERENCES A AND 3, YOU HAVE PROVIDED
SIGNIFICANT ASSISTANCE TO THIS COMMAND FOR WAREHOUSING AND SHIPPING
AND RECEIVING FOR A TEMPORARY PERIOD. WE DO NEED HELD, HOWEVER,
IN THESE FIELDS ON A PERMAMENT BASIS. FOR EXAMPLE, OF THE 59 STAFF
NOOS 3951 WAREHOUSEMENT AUTHORIZED WE HAVE 51. IN OCCUPATIONAL
FIELD 31 WE HAVE 7 OF THE 10 WE RATE. IN OTHER SPECIAL T ITS WE
HAVE SIMILAR SITUATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, OF THE REMAINING STAFF 100
SUPPLY OF 30 BILLETS VE HAVE ONLY 74 OF THE 109 WE RATE. I I DATA
PROCESSING OF 40) WE HAVE 21 or 36.
3. MORE IMPORTANT THAN OVERALL OF SHORTAGES ARE THE SKILLS
REQUIRED OF CERTAIN J03S. FOR EXAMPLE, WE ESTIMATE OUR NEED TO 3F
FOR 10 SUPPLY DATA PROCESSING PROGRAMMERS. AT PRESENT WE HAVE 3,
ALL OF WHOM HAVE BEEN TRAINED HERE IN THE 259 ON-THE-JOB. Wts no
HAVE 5 EXPERIENCED PER SOMEL AND FISCAL PROGRAMMERS 40% WORKING
IN SUPPLY 440 HAVE LEARNED SUPPLY HERE NY-THE-JO3 3 177 WHO SHOULD
3F EMPLOYED IN THEIR 044 FIELDS. I BELIEVE ALL PERSONNEL STRAIT

TO WESTPAC AS SUPPLY PROGRAMMERS SHOULD HAVE COMPLETED a REGULAR
PROGRAMMING COURSE IN THE 359 OR HAVE 2 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND ALL
MUST KNOW COBAL AND BE COMPETENT I'i 1491 PROGRAMMING. AS FOR
MACHINE OPERATORS (4021), WE SHOULD HAVE

1529
BOARD . AT PRESENT
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PAGE THREE RUMMEL 601 C 0 k) 3 4 L
WE HAVE 19, ALL TRAINED O Y-THE-J03. ALL SHOULD HAVE HAD AT LEAST
ONE YEAR EXPERIENCE OR EQUIVALENT SCHOOL 09 369. OPERATIO * 30FORE
ARRIVAL.
4. IN INVENTORY MANAGEMENTAT ANY ONE TIME AT LEAST 15 OF OUR STAFF
400 S (3991 AND 3042) AND 20 JUNIOR ENLISTED MEN (3942) S40 UL D
HAVE SPECIALIZED TRAINING OR EXPERIENCE IN INVENTORY MARAGEMENT BY
EXCEPTION AS GAINED AT 4 MECHANIZED INVENTORY CONTROL POINT BEFORE
COMING IN-COUNTRY. THE JUNIOR MEN COULD HAVE RECEIVED SPECIFIC
INSTRUCTION IN SUCH TECHNIQUES IN COURSES AT SUPPLY SCHOOLS.
5. ANOTHER SKILL REQUIRED IS FOR 6 MEN IN OF 38 TO 3F TRAINED [a)

IBM MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES SO AS TO ASSURE THAT CAPABILITY AT OUR
3 AUTODIN TERMINALS. THIS REQUEREMENT IS OUTLINED IN ADMINO FMEPAC
DIS 031853Z FEB 67 TO CMC. SO FAR NE DO NOT KNOW OF CMC'S ACTION
BUT WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE PEOPLE REQUESTED. IN LIKE MANNER THE
MOS 2542'S WHO WILL BE AUGD IN OPERATORS SHOULD RECEIVE AT C&F
SCHOOLS BATTALION, INSTRUCTION IN TRANSCRIVER OPERATIONS AND 04
CURRENT DIRECTIVES RE AUTOD I PROCEDURES.
6. WITH REGARD TO SYSTEMS AVALYSIS, WE HAVE RECENTLY RECEIVED A
CAPTAIN USMC JUST OUT OF COMPUTER ENGINEERING POST GRAD ED AT
MONTEREY. HE IS THE FIRST OF 6:PEOPLE WE NEED TO GIVE US A CAPABI-

PAGE FOUR RUNHFL 691 CO
LITY IN THIS VITAL AREA. YE'D LIKE THE REST - ANOTHER OFFICER OR
TWO AND 3 OR 4 EALISED. WE COULD FILL SOME OF THESE FROM EXISTING
ASSETS IF VE HAD FULL ALLOWANCE, BUT ALL OUR EXISTING QUALIFIED
PEOPLE ARE NOW IN OPERATING JOB S. YOUR ASSISTANCE IN GETTING
ADD) IO NAL TRAINED SYSTEMS ASALYSIS MEN HERE WOULD 3E MOST BENE-
FICIAL. I WANT THEM TO DD THE SAME KINDS OF THINGS THAT LTCOL
ELDER AND MAJOR STEIN DID 04 THEIR RECENT VISIT.

7. I BELIEVE THAT THE OVERALL WELL BEING OF THE COMMAND CAN BEST
BE SERVED BY THE ARRIVAL on 30AR) OF OUR FULL ALLOWANCE OF OFFICER
PERSONVEL. TODAY WE ARE SHORT 71 OFFICERS. THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHTER
AND BY KNOWN GAINS AND LO SSRS the WILL 3E 47 SHORT on 1 OCT AND 36
SHORT 3Y I NOV. THAT STILL IS ABOUT 19PCT SHORT or MEETING OUR
MANNING LEVEL REQUIREMENT.
8. IN SUMMARY, FLC COULD WELL USE THE FOLLOWING: 35 MORE OFFICERS,
OF WHICH 2 ARE TRAINED SYSTEMS ANALYSTS OR 357 PROGRAMMERS, A
SCHEDULED INPUT OF 19 SUPPLY PROGRAMMERS (4351) AND 16 COVISOLE
OPERATORS (4921), 6 SPECIALLY IBM TRAINED CRYPTO REPAIRMEN (2817),
8-10 STAFF VCO FARE OUSEMENT 5 PP&P STAFF 100'S, 3S&R STAFF 100 °S
AND 4 STFF VOO'S OF ANY MOS WITH SYSTEMS AVALYSIS OR SUPPLY
MANAGEMENT TRAINING OR EXPERIENCE FOR OUR SYSTEMS 4YALYSIS/SUPPLY
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MANAGEMENT TEAM. WHILE WE ARE PRESENTLY OVER STRENGTH IV 3042'S,
I. AL SO CONSIDER IT HIGHLY DESIRABLE TO PROGRAM INTO OUR REPLACE-
MENTS OVER THE NEXT FEW AT LEAST 15 STAFF 100 °S 509 AND
3042 AND 20 GGT S AND CPLS 3042 VITY SPECIFIC EXPERIENCE AS
OUTLINED IN PARA 4 ABOVE. I BELIEVE THAT THESE SPECIFIC ACTIONS
COMPILED WITH A RAPID BUILDUP TO OUR APPROVED ENLISTED MAVNING
LEVEL WILL SOLVE OUR RECOGNIZABLE PERSONNEL PROBLEMS.
9. GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR MANY CONSTRUCTIVE ACTIONS i OUR
BEHALF AND YOUR DEEP INTEREST IN HELPING US IMPROVE OUR OPERATIONS.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED.
Go-4
ST
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PAGE TWORur~ SBa i 763' S fi: eRE T.. ." 
T!ONS Am PliESUMABlY DECLARED THE !M~ED!ATE tvATI!;RSAPROHIBITED 
ZONE. COMPlETE cmlTROL OF JUNl{S H~ THIS FROH!BI:n."DZONE BY 
NAVAl. UNITS \lAS mmERSTANPABlY D IFF IC1J1 .. i 9 PART lCI.lLARl,Y WHEN' O?S 
H~lE(~SIFIED ASHORE. I' HE MOVEMEN! S 01' tHE JUNKS COULD ~WT BE 
COWSlDEREDEVASIVEAS II APPEARS THEY M!U~DED rOWARD THE NJWM .. 
m~ns RATHER THAN ·tI~1AYo 
4. n 1-5 MY UNDERSTAND IN.G.THflll' CTG ONE ONE .FIVE n ONE EXPltH[~(!.D 
PR lOR TO CO[tlMENCEMENT OF o PER Al ION DRAGO~FIRE THAl' MIT ROE. WGtJi..D . 
APPlY AND THAT THE RULES.\lJOULDRESTRICT ~lIi UNITS ti'Ror~ FIRING A1' 
NO~?HOST 11.ES OR i~Oi~"EVt-\D ERSil ARRANGEMENTS W\!:RE . . 
MADE FOR Nltoo ' eMU l.Al tHTi4 tNiE~PKttER A~iD f~ .. 4 l'li:I'lIIS FR0\4 . 
TASl( fORCE OREGON TOI!:MBAT:(J(ED IN ~v'r UNITS TO P~OVIF.Hi: AN 
11~T[RROGATION CAPMHl!1'Y DtJiHNG THE INIT IAt. PEHIOO OF THE 
OPERATION t4HEN flACIlITIES'.JERErJOTAVAllABLE ASHOREo DURH!G 
°BiE FIRST THREE OAVS OF THE OPElRA1'I01J OVER ~0 PERCENT OrIB!! 250 JUNltS 
DETEcrrmwERE INSPECTID ftNDl'IiE OCCUPANTS !NIERROGAJiID~ OCCUPAfrfS 
.oF THE JUN1{S ~1ERE 6ID PERCErn' CHJLPREN., 21- .PERCENTWOI'1EN 9 AND THE 
REMAIMJER MAl.ES OF WIUCH A VERY SltlAU .. P~~RCEN!AGE tvERIi OF ~Ut.ITARY (.\tjE. 
rUNE JUNKS Af..1D i2Jl DETAINEES \4ERE "fAl(EN TO AN HAIVlltAG!£ VIC BS 715588 
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PERSONAL TO GEN CUSHMAN FROM RADM VETH
A. CG 111 MAF 0911562 SEP 67
Bo COMCOSURV FOR OF-ORD 201-64 ANNEX D RULES OF ENGAGEMENT (ROE)
1. THE FOLLOWING IS IN RESPONSE TO YOUR REQUEST IN REF A FOR MY
VIEWS ON MARKET I IME (M/T) RULES OF ENGAGEMENT (ROE). REPLY
DELAYED TO OBTAIN INPUT OF PARTICIPANTS
2. THE APPLICABLE PORTION OF REF B IS QUOTED. "VIOLATORS OF
CUR FEW AND PROHIBITED ZONES (UHO MAY OR MAY NOT BE SUBJECTED TO
GUNFIRE BY VNN FOR CES WILL NOT BE FIRED 2UPON BY TF ONE ONE FIVE
UNITS UNLESS THE VIOLATOR QUALIFIES AS A MOSTILE VESSEL IN
ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 2 K OF THIS ANNEX OR ATTEMPTS TO EVADE
AND IGNORES WARNINGS TO ST OP'.

3. THE OPERATION DESCRIBED IN REF A INCLUDED PSYOPS PROCLAMA

PAGE TWO RUM SBB 1763 SECRET
TIONS AID PRESUMABLY DECLARED THE IMMEDIATE WATERS A PROMIBITED
ZONE. COMPLETE CONTR OL OF JUNKS IN THIS PROHIBITED ZONE BY
NAVAL UNITS WAS UNDERSTANDABLY D IFFICULT, PARTICULARLY WHEN OPS
INTENSIFIED ASHORE. THE MOVEMENTS OF THE JUNKS COULD NOT BE
CONSIDERED EVASIVE AS II APPEARS THEY HEADED TOWARD THE NAVAL
UNITS RATHER THAN AWAY.
4. IT IS MY UNDERSTAND ING THAT CT G ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE EXPLAINED
PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF OPERATION DRAGON FIRE THAT M/T ROE WOULD
APPLY AND THAT THE RULES WOULD RESTRICT M/T UNITS FROM FIRING AT
NON-HOST ILES OR NON-EVADERS ARRANGEMENTS WERE
MADE FOR NILO, CHU LAI WITH INTERPRETER AND M. is TEAMS FROM
TASK FORCE OREGON TO EMBARKED IN M/T UNITS TO PROVIDE AN
INTERROGATION CAPABILITY DURING THE INITIAL PERIOD OF THE
OPERATION WHEN FACILITIES WERE NOT AVAILABLE ASHORE. DURING
THE FIRST THREE DAYS OF THE OPERATION OVER 80 PERCENT OF THE 259 JUNKS
DETECTED WERE INSPECTED AND THE OCCUPANTS INTERROGATED. OCCUPANTS
OF THE JUNKS WERE 60 PERCENT CHILDREN, 25 PERCENT WOMEN, AND THE
REMAINDER MALES OF WHICH A VERY SMALL PERCENTAGE WERE OF MILITARY AGE.

NINE JUNKS AND 124 DETAINEES WERE TAKEN TO AN HAI VILLAGE VIC BS 775588
AT THE RE QUE ST OF THE 2 ID BRIG ROKMC ALL OTHERS DURING THE FIRST
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PAGE THREE RUMSBB 1763 SECRET
THREE DAYS WERE RELEASED AFTER INTERROGATION
5g THE CURRENT ROE ARE PRESCRIBED BY THE JCS, MODIFIED TO SOME
EXTENT TO FIT M/T OPERATIONS. ADMITTEDLY THEY ARE NOT VERY FLEX-
IBLE AND DO ON OCCASION WORK TO OUR DISADVANTAGE, ASTHEY MAY
HAVE IN THIS INCIDENT. HOWEVER, HAD THERE BEEN AUTHORITY FOR
M/T UNITS TO TAKE UNDER FIRE THOSE JUNKS THAT PUT TO SEA, I AM
SURE WE WOULD HAVE INFLICTED NUMBER OUS CASUALTIES ON INNOCENT
CIVILIANS, I UNDERSTAND THE CONCERN OVER THE LOSS OF CONTROL OF THE
INHABITANTS OF BATANGAN, BUT IT APPEARS THE ALTERNATIVE EVEN IF
WE HAD NOT BEEN RESTRICTED BY RULES OF ENGAGEMENT WOULD HAVE BEEN
THE SHOOTING UP OF A NUMBER OF VERY FRIGHTENED CONFUSED NON-COMBATANTS
WHICH WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN RELUCT ANT TODO EVEN THOUGH THEY MAY HAVE
BEEN VC FAMILIES. IN THE MARKET TIMES GAME WARDEN BUSINESS OF POPULATION

AND RESOURCES CONTROL WE HAVE LEARNED TO LIVE WITH THE CONSTRAINTS
IMPOSED BY ROE AND CONSIDER THAT WE HAVE ENOUGH LEEWAY TO ATTACK OR
CAPTURE LEGITIMATE VC. SHOULD BE HAPPY Ig D ISCUSS FURTHER HOWEVER IF
YOU CONSIDER DESIRABLE. BEST REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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,~ L,\CY FiRml RADN VE'fH .. 
,~ CUA VIET CHANNEL DREDGING 
~ . A.,. CG III Mt\F SPEC~\T EXCLUSIVE !21206Z SEP67 
~ 56 COMNAVSUPPACT D~\NANG 080735l SEP67 
~ 1., REF ALFA REQUESTED THAT I BE FULLy'p.VJARE OF .URGENCY OF DF(EDGING 
~ PR013LEN CUAVIET CHMJNEL DURING r'l'ONSOON SEASON AND THAT ~li\TrER WOULD 
,~ BE DISCUSSED \liITH.GEN ~JESTMORELAND DUHING III trlAF CONFERE[~CL 
~ 2;. aICC RVN W ILL H!~VE J)Jm'i SURVEY VESSEL TUDOR, {lIt-IKE HYDrWGR/\PI-!IC 
~ S~JEEP OF CU{~ VIET CH!~NNEl. IN RESPONSE TO REF BRAVO COriJ~lENCING NEXT 
~ r'lONDAY TO DETERM INE SIt rING ACT ION SINCE DREDGING LAST {WP. IL~ 0 ICC 
~ RVN PHEPt\RED 'fO DEPLOY ARWI DREDGE D}\VIDSON TO SWF;EP CHANNEL SNOULD 
'~' ~~ SURVEY IND rCATE RE0UIHEftlENT FOP. l~DD IT IONAL nr1EDG ING.. NC.VSUPPt:kCT 
,~ DANANG vJlLL BE HEQUIRED TO FUND [~lAIN1'ENANCE DREDGING FRON O&~l FUNDS 
~ OR REQUESl ADD IT IONi4L FUNDS FROii Cor"15ERvPAC. 
~ 3 .. I HECOGNISE THE UiPORTANCE OF l{EEPING THE CUA VIET. CHM~NEt OPEN 
~ MJD THE OICC CHANNEL STUDY ~J ILL INDICATE DREDGING HEQUIREt1ENTS 9 IF 
,~ ANY $ DlJR 1NG NEXT [vlONSOON stASON.. I W ILl. FULLY SUPPOR'!' ANY REQUES! FOR 
,~ . FUNDS OR ASSlSTf.lNCE IN 08TAINING DREDGF~S FOR THIS \lJORK BY rU'.Dr1 LACY 
~ OR ANY OTHER ACT ION REQUIRED TO GET ~n!E JOB DONE .. 
,~ B£ST REGARDS 
% GP"'4 % B1 
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CONFIDENTIAL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN, INFO RADMLACY FROM RADM VETH.
CUA VIET CHANNEL DREDGING
A. CG III MAF SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 1212062 SEP67
B. COMNAVSUPPACT DANANG 0807362 SEP67
1. REF ALFA REQUESTED THAT I BE FULLY AWARE OF URGENCY OF DREDGING
PROBLEM CUA VIET CHANNEL DURING MONSOON SEASON AND THAT MATTER WOULD
BE DISCUSSED WITH. GEN WESTMORELAND DURING III MAF CONFERENCE.
2. 0100 RVN WILL HAVE ARMY SURVEY VESSEL TUDOR MAKE HYDROGRAPHIC
SWEEP OF CUA VIET CHANNEL IN RESPONSE TO REF BRAVO COMMENCING NEXT
MONDAY TO DETERMINE SILTING ACTION SINCE DREDGING LAST APRIL. 0100
RVN PREPARED TO DEPLOY ARMY DREDGE DAVIDSON TO SWEEP CHANNEL SHOULD
SURVEY INDICATE REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL DREDGING. NAVSUPPACT
DANANG WILL BE REQUIRED TO FUND MAINTENANCE DREDGING FROM O&M FUNDS
OR REQUEST ADDITIONAL FUNDS FROM COMSERVPAC.
3. I RECOGNISE THE IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING THE CUA VIET CHANNEL OPEN
AND THE 0ICC CHANNEL STUDY WILL INDICATE DREDGING REQUIREMENTS, IF
ANY, DURING NEXT MONSOON SEASON. I WILL FULLY SUPPORT ANY REQUEST FOR
FUNDS OR ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING DREDGES FOR THIS WORK BY RADM LACY
OR ANY OTHER ACTION REQUIRED TO GET THE JOB DONE.
BEST REGARDS
GP-4
BT
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~ A" CG III MAF 1.30836Z/SEP6" 
~ Bo CG FMF?AC HH92iZ/SEPS", (PASE?). 
~ Cd eNe 1119171/SEP67 (PASEP) 
'./ Dll CG fj'r~FPAC 070708Z/JUl.6i 
,~ 101 I At1 A\~ ARE OF l' HE GRAVITY OF THE ~l"" i09 PR.OBLEM PDDF?ESSED 
~:. IN R€F A .t%~D CERTAIN1~ Y SHAHE. YOUR C()NCEI~No f-lY NOST F\[CENT 
~~~I;' AC'l'10N TAKEN FOLLOwING MY LAST TRIP" IS REFLECTED IN REF B, 
,~ IN \vHICH I AS}(ED THAT THE TOTAL. ~1"10S SUPPORT.ABIl.ITY PICl'lJ?E 
'~/ BE REVIEt~EDb THE cm1~lANDMlT DIftECTED ACTION BY MeSA PHILA IN 
,~ THIS t1A'l'Ti::R BY REF CO 
~ 21) AS TO THE DIFI'ICULIY tHTH THE OBTL'lif\TOf~ S?!NDLf!: ASSEMBLY ll 
~ ¥. HAVE BEE N AWARE O~· THIS FOR SO~lE T H'if..t I N FACT j) 1 Sl(OUGHT 
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~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
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Pt~GE 2 RUl{HF~lA 2052 C 0 K F I D Ii: N ! I A L Sl)ECAT EX CL lJSPJE FOr{ 
i\ COfrlftETE ASSf;~ll~i.. 'I BACK WITH ~jE IN JUNE TO ENSURE THf.IT t.jY 
OT\DNANclt PEOPLE l{NE'~ PRECISELY tllH~.T THE:· PROBLEN AMOUNTED 'to .. 
SHlCi!.: THE KIND OF FIX RECONMENDED BY FIRST MAHDIV HAS TO Bli: 
APPROVED BY crilc ll ~JE TOLD Ii m THE STORY· IN REF D II AND ASltEO HnJ 
TO 1 NIT IA.TE ACT ION TO Pl:iOV IDE BOTH A LONG ~AN8E SOLU! ION, AND 
INTERW 501.U1 ION OF THE FORN RECONME~mEl). BY FI~ST r-1AffDIVIi 
THI$ IS BEING PURSUED AT us?\·~n:1C .!\lOW., HOtmv~:q~ '1m r~AY POSSIBLY 
SPEED THINGS UP If YOU WILt.. ?ORWARD EXACT SPECIFICATIONS M~j) 
DJtlAILS OF THEIR P~OPOSED '[10DI» rr IS POSSIBLE TiMTlI WITH THESE!? 
~~E [~AY OBT AtN APPnOVAL FOR THE IN--COUNTRY FIAt> 
011 1 p&l DESIGN!WING ALL ouTSTAND1.NGf1EQU!SIT!ONS FOt? r1 ... 109 
Pi~lUS nRED BAl.t",. I DO NOT UN"DERsr~!NDiJiHY nns \~I~S NOT Dt1NE 
SONE T rm: AGO nJ""cou:~tR Ye 
4& AS A FINAl. NOTE, THE SUPPl. Y PEOPLE H1 CmlUS A·RE CANNIBAL I2: INC 
01' HER vJEI\pOi'aS 'Co PRO'J!DE TEN OBr URATOR SPI NDLE ASSEMBL lES .. 
THEY tHLI.. BE ON THE ~lAY TO YOU BY AI~ ~)HOl=?TL Yo v!AFH·j REGt\f{DS\\ 
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TO RUMHMF/CG III MAF
INFO RUMHFL/CG FORLOGCMD (B009)
E1

CONFIDENTIAL
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN INFO BGEN HERBOLD FROM LIGEN
KRULAK
A. CG III MAF 1308362/SEP67
B. CG FMFPAC 101928Z/SEP67 (PASEP)
C. CMC 111917Z/SEP57 (PASEP)
D, CG FMFPAC 070708Z/JUL67
10 I AM AWARE OF THE GRAVITY OF THE M-109 PROBLEM ADDRESSED
IN REF A AND CERTAINLY SHARE YOUR CONCERN. MY MOST RECENT
ACTION TAKEN FOLLOWING MY LAST TRIP, IS REFLECTED IN REF B,
IN WHICH I ASKED THAT THE TOTAL M-109 SUPPORTABILITY PICTURE
BE REVIEWED. THE COMMANDANT DIRECTED ACTION BY MCSA PHILA IN
THIS MATTER BY REF C.
2, AS TO THE DIFFICULTY WITH THE OBTURATOR SPINDLE ASSEMBLY,
E HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THIS FOR SOME TIME. IN FACT, I BROUGHT

PAGE 2 RURHEMA 2052 C 0 D N I I A SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
A COMPLETE ASSEMBLY BACK WITH ME IN JUNE TO ENSURE THAT MY
ORDNANCE PEOPLE KNEW PRECISELY WHAT THE PROBLEM AMOUNTED TO.
SINCE THE KIND OF FIX RECOMMENDED BY FIRST NARDIV HAS TO BE
APPROVED BY CMC, WE TOLD HIM THE STORY IN REF D, AND ASKED HIM
TO INITIATE ACTION TO PROVIDE BOTH A LONG RANGE SOLUTION, AND
INTERIN SOLUTION OF THE FORM RECOMMENDED BY FIRST MARDIV.
THIS IS BEING PURSUED AT USARMC NOW. HOWEVER, WE MAY POSSIBLY
SPEED THINGS UP IF YOU WILL FORWARD EXACT SPECIFICATIONS AND
DETAILS OF THEIR PROPOSED MOD. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT, WITH THESE,
WE MAY OBTAIN APPROVAL FOR THE IN-COUNTRY FIX.
3a I AM DESIGNATING ALL OUTSTANDING REQUISITIONS FOR M-109
PART S "RED BALL". I DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THIS WAS NOT DONE
SOME TIME AGO IN-COUNTRY.
4o AS A FINAL NOTE, THE SUPPLY PEOPLE IN CONUS ARE CANNIBALIZING
OTKER WEAPONS TO PROVIDE TEN OBTURATOR SPINDLE ASSEMBLIES.
THEY WILL BE ON THE WAY TO YOU BY AIR SHORTLY. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
ST
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21!1 tHE ABOVE CARGO TOMNAGE RECORDS ARE ACCOMPLISHMEN')i'S pOR 
WHICH tHE OFFICERS AND MEN 0; YOUR CO,MMAND HAVE: EARNED A 
MOSt DESERVED c;\l1EL.L DONEOIIC!) tHE QCAM DOw SPIRIT EXHXBll'ED BY 
NAVSUPPACI ASSURES ME THAT XII MAR(N~.AMPHI6IOUS FORCE CAN 
CONtINUE 10 EXPECT THIS EXCEL.l.ENT SIJP·PORT UNDER THE ADVERSE 
CONDXIXONS EXPEctED Xl\! THE MONtHS AH~ADoX,EXTEND MY PERSONAL 
,APPRECIAT ION 1'_0 ALL CONC~RNEDB_ FOR !H~.: OOtSU~ND INGSUPPOR,T 
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RECOGNITION OF SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT
To "WHAT WAS EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE IN THE PAST, IS NORMAL
PERFORMANCE TODAY", APPEARS TO BE THE BY-WORD OF NAVSUPPACT.
ONCE AGAIN IT HAS BEEN CALLED TO MY ATTENTION THAT YOUR
ACTIVITY HAS SURPASSED PREVIOUS PERFORMANCES IN SUPPORT OF
THE I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE AND III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE.
SPECIFICALLY, I REFER TO THE 13 NEW CARGO TONNAGE RECORDS
ESTABLISHED DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST'

NEW RECORDOLD RECORD
Ao DANANG DAILY OFFLOAD IN M/T: 16,137685JUNX 16,858
Bo DANANG MONTHLY BACKLOAD IN M/T8 134,204(JUN) 135,032
Co DANANG MONTHLY THROUGHPUT IN MPTs 374,204(JUN) 389,005
Do DANANG MONTHLY THROUGHPUT IN S/T8 228,2826JUND 232,679
E. HUE MONTHLY OFFLOAD IN S/T: 17,672(MAY) 18,336

PAGE TWO RUMHMF 347CONFIDENII
1,6991,583(MAY)F. HUE MONTHLY BACKLOAD IN S/T8

Go HUE MONTHLY BACKLOAD IN M/T8 7,7204,602(JUN)
20,035H. HUE MONTHLY THROUGHPUT IN S/T: 18,663(JUN)
36,262I. HUE MONTHLY THROUGHPUT IN M/T8 32,868(JU

do I CORPS MONTHLY OFFLOAD IN S/Is 34,370(JUN) 241,787
K. I CORPS MONTHLY THROUGHPUT IN S/T: 326,701 (JUN) 331,409
2. THE ABOVE CARGO TONNAGE RECORDS ARE ACCOMPLY SHMENTS FOR
WHICH THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF YOUR COMMAND HAVE EARNED A
MOST DESERVED "WELL DONE" THE CAN DO SPIRIT EXHIBITED BY
NAVSUPPACT ASSURES ME THAT III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE CAN
CONTINUE TO EXPECT THIS EXCELLENT SUPPORT UNDER THE ADVERSE
CONDITIONS EXPECTED IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. I EXTEND MY PERSONAL
APPRECIATION TO ALL CONCERNED, FOR THE OUTSTANDING SUPPORT
PROVIDED BY NAVSUPPACT DANANG. LIGEN CUSHMAN SENDS.
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SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN CUSHMAN, MGEN HOCH-
MUTH, MGEN ANDERSON, OGEN BOUKER, MGEN ROBERT -
SON, BGEN HERBOLD, EGEN GLICK FROM LIGEN KRULAK+
to IN THE COURSE OF MY VISITS TO MARINE COMMANDS
IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC AREA I HAVE BECOME CON-
CERNED WITH THE RELATIVELY HIGH INCIDENCE OF
OFFICERS TEMPORARILY OCCUPYING KEY BILLETS An
WAITING A REPLACEMENT, SCHEDULED BUT NOT YET

PAGE 2 RUHHEMA 2453 A/L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
ARRIVED. THIS USUALLY OCCURS WHEN THE INCUMBENT
DEPARTS IN THE FIRST WEEK OF HIS ROTATION MONTH AND
HIS SUCCESSOR DOES NOT ARRIVE UNTIL THE MIDDLE OR
LATTER PART OF THE MONTH. I KNOW THAT DEPUTIES,
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND PRINCIPAL STAFF ASSISTANTS
ARE CAPABLE, THAT THEY ARE SO ASSIGNED WITH THE
ASSUMPTION THAT THEY MAY HAVE TO TAKE OVER THE
TASK OF THEIR SUPERIOR. HOWEVER, THEY ARE NOT
EXPECTED TO DO THIS AS A ROUTINE THING. WE CANNOT
AFFORD THE LUXURY OF ALLOWING KEY OFFICERS TO
CARRY AWAY THEIR CURRENT AND VITAL KNOWLEDGE
AND THEIR HARD-WON EXPERIENCE WITHOUT SHARING IT
WITH THE MAN WHO MUST SUBSEQUENTLY PICK UP THE
LOAD. I BELIEVE THAT WE MUST STRIVE FOR A CONTACT
TURNOVER IN KEY POSITIONS ONLY WHENEVER POSSIBLE, TO PREVENT
"LESSONS LEARNED" FROM BECOMING "LESSONS RE-LEARNED."
20 IT IS UNDERSTANDABLE FOR SENIOR COMMANDERS TO
WANT TO REWARD GOOD PERFORMANCE BY PERMITTING
COMMANDERS AND KEY STAFF OFFICERS TO ROTATE
AS EARLY AS IT IS TECHNICALLY ALLOWABLE. 1 AGREE,
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Ao CG 1ST MARD IV 0101052 AUG (SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GFN
CUSHMANY
1. IN REF A I QUESTIONED ADVISABILITY OF RETAINING NUI
LAC SON AS COMBAT PASE. I HAVE SINCE CONDUCTED A.
THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF THE REQUIREMENT. THIS INVESTIG
ATION CONFIRMS MY EARLIER DOIBTS AS TO DESIRABILITY OF
RETAINING NUY LAC SON AS A FIXED BASE.
2. PRIOR TO ESTABLISHMENT OF PASE AT. QUF SON, NUI LAC SOM
AFFORDED SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGE IN PROJECTING FORCES INTO
SOUTHERN REACHES OF QUE SON VALLEY. THIS REQUIREMENT NOW
CAN. R.F. NET MORE ECONOMICALLY PY FORCES OPERATING O.UH OF
QUE SON. NUI LAC SON AFFORDS ONLY MARGINAL ADVANTAGE E.M

THIS REGARD. MOREOVER IT REPRESENTS SIGNIFICANT DRAW-

PAG TWO PUMHLA 2195 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
DOWN ON MANE UVER CAPABILITY AS MAJOR ELEMENTS OF ONE RIFLE
COMPANY REQUIRED FOR ITS DEFENSE UNLESS I HAVE OTHER
FORCES OPERATING IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA. THPRE OTHER TERO
PAIN FEATUPES IN VICINITY ARE MORE SUITABLE AS OB SERVATION
POINTS.
30 ADDITIONALLY, EXTENSIVE CRITICAL ENGINEER EFFORT WILL RE REQUIRED
TO PROVIDE MINIMUM DEFENSE AND LIVING FACILITIES B ONSET ON MONSOON
WEATHER. ALL EXISTING BUNKEPS MUST BE REPLACED AND RESUILT: 36' 866'
WOODEN HELO PAD REQUIRES RELOCATION, MAJOR REPAIRS, AND NON-SKID
RAMPS; MESS REQUIPES COMPLETE RENOVATIO TO INCLUDE NEW TIN COOF,
SCPEFNING AND REPLACEMENT OF DETERIOTED WOOD: FIVE NEW HEADS REQUIR-
F.D; FOUR 500 GAL WATER TANKS REQUIRE WOODEN TOWERS: WOODEN TOWER
SUPPORTING 106MM PIFLE MUST BE REPLACED: ALL FIGHTING POSITIONS
MUST RF RED UG ; CONNECTING TRENCHES BRIVEEN FIGHTING POSITIONS AND
PUNKERS MUST 2E PRDUG AND PRVETTED WITH TIN OR LUMBFR TO PREVENT
LANDSLIDE AND EROSION: AND A COMPLETE DRAINAGE SYSTEM DESIGNED AND
INSTALLED. ESTIMATE AFOREMENTIONED REHAB FILITATION WOULD CEQUIPE
ONE ENGR CO MINUS FOR APPROX 60 DAYS. ALL MATERIALS MUST BE FLOWN TO
POSITION AND MOST WORK WILL BE HAND LABOR BECAUSE OF RESTRICTED AREA
FOR OPERATION OF CONSTRUCTIO EQUIPMENT. SO IL COMPOSITION, SLIDES,
EPOSION, AND DRAINAGE FURTHER COMPLICATE FNGR PROBLEMS.
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~ DURING THE PAST TWO) WEEKS" IN ICTZ 9 TOTAL KILLED ON ~ 
7..1. OUR SIDE 9 INCl.UDIN~1 ARVN, HAVE \lUMBERED 550 AND OF ,~ 
I"'/' THESE o 326 t~ERE MAFpNESo THE ENE~YIl MEANWHILE, LOST ,.1., 
~ 2 p 49l KI~LED, 75 CI~PTURED AND .374 WEA. PONSo THIS ~ 
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~ REPRESENtS OVER TWO THIRDS OF ALL THE U. SI) Ai~D ENEMY r~ 
I"~/ CASUAtTIES IN THE ,'IIETNAM CONFLICT\) FOR THE PERIOD" ~ 
-,/ 3. IT IS HARD EVER I TO CONCLUDE THAT CASUALTIES ARE ~ 

~"//. JUST IFIED OR ACCEPTABLE .. IN THIS CASE: I WOULD ONt Y OFFER ~ '0 YOU T HE OPINION TH:o,t THE INTE NSE COMBAT IN IeTl IS ~OVID ING ,~ 
'//. A SHIELD BEHIND WHilCH MUCH EFFECTIVE· REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT ,~ 
1'/ IS BE ING PROSECUTED FARTHER SOUTH. UP TO NOW ~1E HAVE ,~ 
1"/ BEE N ABLE TO REPLAbE THE SUBSTANl'rAL MARl NE LOSSES.. ~ 
'/~/ OUR UNITS, GROUND ~AND AIR, ARE VE~Y NEA~ THEIR MANNING ,~ o LEVELS NOW, AND I 'BELIEVE WE CAN MANAGE TO MEET THE .~ 
1"/ CURRENT LEVEL OF AjrTRITIONa Bur THE POINT THAT ST~UCK'~ 
1""/ ME, DURING MY MOVEMENT ABOUT IeTZ, ~,IAS THAT THIS ,~ 
/'/ CASUALTY RATE NEEDI NOT BE SO HIGH; THAT, IN PART, IT MAY BE ~ 

~I"//'/' A PRODUCT OF HAVIN,G TO BUTTER THE BREAD TOO THIN. '~ 
/~ 4. HE~E IS WHAT I MEAN. ~ 
~ A. THE NUl LOC ISDN BATTLE AREA IS OF CONTINUING ~ 
1"/ CRITICAL IMPORTANCE. 1ST MARDIV; ARVN ANDI t,r O~!eON ,~ 
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lo I REGRETTED, DURING MY LAST VISIT TO SAIGON, THAT
CIRCUMSTANCES PREVENTED OUR HAVING A LONGER TALK.
HAD THERE BEEN MORE TIME, IN ADDITION TO EXPRESSING
MY CONCERN REGARDING THE LOGISTIC SITUATION IN THE
DMZ REGION, I WOULD HAVE DISCUSSED MY APPREHENSIONS
OVER WHAT LOOKS TO BE A DEARTH OF POWER IN ICTZ, AND
THE CASUALITIES WHICH WE ARE SUFFERING AS A CONSEQUENCE.
20 SINCE RETURNING HERE I HAVE WATCHED THE CASUALTIES
MOUNT IN ICTZ, AS OPERATIONS HAVE PROGRESSED IN THE
NUI LOC SON, CO BI-THANK TAN AND DMZ REGIONS.
DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS, IN ICTZ, TOTAL KILLED ON
OUR SIDE, INCLUDING ARVN, HAVE NUMBERED 550 AND OF

THESE, 326 WERE MARINES. THE ENEMY, MEANWHILE, LOST
2,491 KILLED, 75 CAPTURED AND 374 WEAPONS. THIS

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA 2888 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR M C E O
REPRESENTS OVER TWO THIRDS OF ALL THE U. S. AND ENEMY

CASUALITIES IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT, FOR THE PERIOD.
3. IT IS HARD EVER CONCLUDE THAT CASUALTIES ARE
JUST IFIED OR ACCEPTABLE. IN THIS CASE, I WOULD ONLY OFFER
YOU THE OPINION THAT THE INTENSE COMBAT IN ICTZ IS PROVIDING
A SHIELD BEHIND WHICH MUCH EFFECTIVE REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT
IS BEING PROSECUTED FARTHER SOUTH. UP TO NOW WE HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO REPLACE THE SUBSTANTIAL MARINE LOSSES.
OUR UNITS, GROUND AND AIR, ARE VERY NEAR THEIR MANNING
LEVELS NOW, AND I BELIEVE WE CAN MANAGE TO MEET THE
CURRENT LEVEL OF ATTRITION. BUT THE POINT THAT STRUCK

ME, DURING MY MOVEMENT ABOUT ICTZ, WAS THAT THIS
CASUALIY RATE NEED NOT BE SO HIGH; THAT, IN PART, IT MAY BE
A PRODUCT OF HAVING TO BUTTER THE BREAD TOO THIN.
4. HERE IS WHAT I MEAN.

A. THE NUI LOC SON BATTLE AREA IS OF CONTINUING
CRITICAL IMPORTANCE. 1ST MARDIV, ARAN AND, T.F OREGON
FORCES, AS YOU KNOW, HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN'
CONTINUING PROJECT OF MACERATING AN NV A DIVISION.
DESTROYING ITS BASE
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i'/. B,~EAKING THE T'R AD IT lONAL CO~JM U,NIST HOLD ON A RICH 
I"~ REGIONI' "THt:: FO~CES INVOLVED HAVE BEEN MINU1Al, IN 
~ 1ER~lS OF' THE MAGNITUDE OF THE ENEMY Sl'RENGTHo 
~ Be. THE FORCES COMtlITTED TO THE OUTPOSTS ABurTED 0. AGAINST THE DMZ ARE DOING THE BEST THEY CAN,'Sut THE 
~ NATURE OF THEIR DEPi.,OYMENT PUTS THEM AT DISADVANTAGEo 
i'~ 'lIO L INK AND CON THIEN f.\~E THE BASE POINT·S FO~ E\lE~Y 
i'~ ARTILLERY PIECE IN NVN THAT CAN REACH AND, FAIR WEATHER 
i'/. OR FOUL, THE MARINES IN THOSE OUTPOSTS ARE GOING TO 0. SUFFERo UP TO NO~! THE AIR CAMPAIGN IN. SOUl'HE~N ROUTE 
~ PACKAGE r HAS Nor STILLED THE ENEl1Y'HIGH EXPLOSIVE 
i'~ EFFORT 9 ANTI IT WOlll.D PROBABl. Y BE IDLE TO ASSut~E THAT 
i'~ IT WILL ~'HOLL Y DO SOo THE MNHNES CLOSE TO THE DMZ 

~
i'~ ARE UNABLE TO MANEUVER AGAINSr THE NVN UNITS FACItIlG THEMo THE 

~
~/.. LATTER UNDERSTAND THE VIRTUES OF THE' NVN SANCTUARY f) TO WHICH 
"//. THEY wITHDRA~] ~JHENEVER THE HEAT GETS !NTOLERABLE~ 
i'~ ONt Y TO SORtIE our AGAIN \I]HEN THEY HAVE r?EGAINED THEIR 
i'~ BREATHo YOUR FORCES CANNOT GET BEHIND THEM TO cut THEM U?~ 
1'..1. C., THE REAL CRUNCH, HOWEVER!") IS IN \\'HA! IS eOING 
~ ON IN I,HE TWELVE HUNDRED SQUARE MILES OF SIGNIFIC~iIlT 

~ PAGE 4 RUMMFOOA 288B SEC RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR M CEO 
i'.I. REAL ESTATE BETWEEN THE LINE GIO LINH ... CON THIEN .. KHE 
1'..1. SANH AND CAMP EVANS o AS I SEE IT II THE REDS~ BECAUSE OF THE o THINNESS OF OUR FORCE NEXT TO THE DMZ a HAVE BEEN ABLE 1'0 IN ... 
~ FILTRATE SUBSTANTIAL POt1ER INTO THIS 'REGION a PERHAPS 
"//. n,l!ELVE BATTAL IONS!) l' HESE UNITS ARE OPERA! Y NG ABA INS! 
~~ OUR BASE AREAS AND Cor~MUNICA1'ION LIMES.; eo ... ~JITH 
"/~~/./ DIFFICULTY, AI\'!D AT CONSIDERABLE COST II BUT OFE~ATING 
//. THERE ~EVERrHELESSCj THESE ARE THE UNITS THAT ARE 
~ CAUSING TROUBLE ALONG ROUTE 9 9 NEAR CAi1 LO~ NORTH Of CUA 
~/. VIET AND EAST OF I{HE SANH .. THESE ARE THE· UNITS WHICH 
I'~ CAUSE US CASUALTIES BY ~lORTAR AND ROCKET ATTACKS ON 
I'~ LOGISTIC INSTALLAtIONS AND OTHER NECESSARILY FIXED 
/'/. LOCAlI1'IESo AND IT IS THE CASUALTIES DERIVING FROM THE 
~/. OPERATIONS OF THESE NVA UNITS THAT I BELIEVE WE COULD 0. nnHtHSH s IF THE pm~EH \~E'RE AVAILABLE TO DO SOo mJl .. IKE 
~/ THEIR COMPANIONS FARTHER NOqTH ALONG THE Dr'lZo THESE 
~/ tWA UNITS DO NOr HAVE A SANCTUARYo THEY ARE VULNERABLE; 
~/ SUSCEPTIBLE TO ISOLATION AND DECnlATI0N BY FORCES o tl.1HICH ARE FREE TO l~ANEUVER AROUND AND AMONG THEM. 
~ BUT IS DOES NOT SEE~l TO ME THAT CUSHMAN AND LAN 
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BREAKING THE TRADITIONAL COMMUNIST HOLD ON A RICH
REGION. THE FORCES INVOLVED HAVE BEEN MINIMAL, IN
TERMS OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE ENEMY STRENGTH.

B. THE FORCES COMMITTED TO THE OUTPOSTS ABUTTED
AGAINST THE DMZ ARE DOING THE BEST THEY CAN, BUT THE
NATURE OF THEIR DEPLOYMENT PUTS THEM AT DISADVANTAGE.
GIO LINH AND CON THIEN ARE THE BASE POINTS FOR EVERY
ART ILLERY PIECE IN NVN THAT CAN REACH AND, FAIR WEATHER
OR FOUL, THE MARINES IN THOSE OUTPOSTS ARE GOING TO
SUFFER. UP TO NOW THE AIR CAMPAIGN IN. SOUTHERN ROUTE
PACKAGE I HAS NOT STILLED THE ENEMY HIGH EXPLOSIVE
EFFORT, AND IT WOULD PROBABLY BE IDLE TO ASSUME THAT
IT WILL WHOLLY DO SO. THE MARINES CLOSE TO THE DMZ
ARE UNABLE TO MANEUVER AGAINST THE NVN UNITS FACING THEM. THE
LATTER UNDERSTAND THE VIRTUES OF THE NVN SANCTUARY, TO WHICH
THEY WITHDRAW WHENEVER THE HEAT GETS INTOLERABLE,
ONLY TO SORTIE OUT AGAIN WHEN THEY HAVE REGAINED THEIR
BREATH. YOUR FORCES CANNOT GET BEHIND THEM TO CUT THEM UP.

C. THE REAL CRUNCH, HOWEVER, IS IN WHAT IS GOING
ON IN THE TWELVE HUNDRED SQUARE MILES OF SIGNIFICANT

PAGE 4 RUKHFMA 2888 S E CRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR M C E 0
REAL ESTATE BETWEEN THE LINE GIO LINH -CON THIEN-KHE
SANH AND CAMP EVANS. AS I SEE IT, THE REDS, BECAUSE OF THE
THINNESS OF OUR FORCE NEXT TO THE DMZ, HAVE BEEN ABLE TO IN-
FILTRATE SUBSTANTIAL POWER INTO THIS REGION o PERHAPS
TWELVE BATTALIONS. THESE UNITS ARE OPERATING AGAINST
OUR BASE AREAS AND COMMUNICATION LINES; es e WITH
DIFFICULTY, AND AT CONSIDERABLE COST, BUT OPERATING
THERE NEVERTHELESS. THESE ARE THE UNITS THAT ARE
CAUSING TROUBLE ALONG ROUTE 9, NEAR CAM LO, NORTH OF CUA
VIET AND EAST OF KHE SANH. THESE ARE THE UNITS WHICH
CAUSE US CASUALTIES BY MORTAR AND ROCKET ATTACKS ON
LOGISTIC INSTALLATIONS AND OTHER NECESSARILY FIXED
LOCALITIES. AND IT IS THE CASUALTIES DERIVING FROM THE
OPERATIONS OF THESE NV A UNITS THAT I BELIEVE WE COULD
DIMINISH, IF THE POWER WERE AVAILABLE TO DO SO. UNLIKE
THEIR COMPANIONS FARTHER NORTH ALONG THE DMZ, THESE
NVA UNITS DO NOT HAVE A SANCTUARY. THEY ARE VULNERABLE;
SUSCEPTIBLE TO ISOLATION AND DECIMATION BY FORCES
WHICH ARE FREE TO MANEUUER AROUND AND AMONG THEM.
BUT IS DOES NOT SEEM TO ME THAT CUSHMAN AND LAM
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~ ,TOGETHER HAVE THE POWER AVAIlASl.EIN ICTZ TO DO ALi. 
~~~~/ ELSE THAT IS NEEDED9 AND STILL PROVIDE MANEUVER FORCES 

~
~~ TO CHOP UP AND DESTROY TH~ ENEMY IN THIS LARGE AREAti 
~/ 50 THIS IS ~IHAT I WOULD ~:AVE SAlD p . DURING OUR DISCUSS-

~ 
ION IN SAIGON, HAD THE WASHINGTON DELEGATION NOT 

~/ REQUIRED YOUR PRESENCEo I WOULD HAVE 
".~ RECCMtrlENDED THAT YOU EXAM INE THE PROBLEM FROM tHE ABOVE 
~~~~/ VIE.WPOINT, WITH THE PROSPECT OF SEEKING TO CUT CASUALTIES BY 0. PUTT INS SDr4E ['II ORE 'POWER INTO T HE I CTZ 0 . vi AR~l I~EGARDSo 
~ GP-4 
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RECOMMENDED THAT YOU EXAMINE THE PROBLEM FROM THE ABOVE

VIEWPOINT, WITH THE PROSPECT OF SEEKING TO CUT CASUALTIES BY

PUTTING SOME MORE POWER INTO THE ICTZ. WARM REGARDS.
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~'//. SPECAl EXCLUSIVE fOR LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM LTGE~J 
~/. KR ULA}( G , 

1(/.' 1 .. THE RECENT INCREASE IN Ef~E~lY ACTION DIRECTED 
I(/. AGAINST OUR CAP~S APPEARS TO BE AN ACCURATE REFLEC'" 
~0'/~/ TION OF H/O THINGS; ... FIRST 9 HIS INCRE;A$lNG CONCERN "'0/ WITH. THE SUCCESS OF THE PROGRAM AND ITS POTENTIAL; 

O AND SECOND THAT THE CAPS MAY BE BECOMING A 
~/ RELATIVELY FIXED TARGET FOR ENEi1'Y ACT-lUNo 
I"~ 2 .. WITH RESPECT TO THE! CONCEPT Of THEIR ·EMPLOY{I'JENT ~ 
I"/: LET ME GIVE YOU f1'f PERSONAL VIEWS CONCERNING A . 

0
1"~ TREND tlJHICH I SEE DEVELOPING ~ INITIALLY ~ THE MISSION 
",/' Of: IH!!: CAP vJAS TO PROTECT A HAMLET 'OR PERHAPS TWO ' o HAMLET S \} BY ACT IVEL Y DENYl MG THE V'C ACCESS TO THE 
I""'/' LOCAL POPULATION" THEIR F'UNCTIOM 0 'WAS·PIVOTED O[~ 
~ EXTENSIVE NIGHT PATROLLING AND A~1BU~HIr~'G AS THE 

~ ..... 

o PAGE 2 RUHHFMA 3121 SEC RET . 
1"'..1. PRINCIPAL MEANS OF' HAMLET SECURITY, VHTH THE CAP 
I"'~ COMPOUND RIGHT HI THE HAMLET ~ AND SERVING AS A 

0
1"/' RESTING'9 TRAINING AND RESUPPLY PIN! "fO '·WHICH THE 
//. CAP COULD RETIRE DURING DAYLIGHT WHE~ 'HIE VC THREAT o l~AS MINIMAL.o 
"/'/. .30 IT HAS BEEN MY OBSERVATION, OVER THE PAST SEVERAL 
I"/' MONTHS, THAT INCREASING EFFORT IS BEING EXPENDED ON 
'/./. IMPROVING CAP COi'IPOU~D DEFE~JSES AND, AS THEY SAY e 
'// "HARDENING" THE PHYSICAL FACILITIES~ TO THE E){TE[lJT THAT o THE CAP INSTALLATIOr~S TEND TO BECOME. ARMED FORTRESSES!) 
~ ON THE FRENCH PATTERN, WITH AL.L OF-THE: WEAKNESSES 
'// CHARACTERISTIC OF" THE FREfIlCH l!;XPE1HENCE 0 ADDITIONALLY 51 HJ SOME 
/'./. INSTANCES Sl THE CAP LIVING AREAS ~RE LOCATED SO REr~b'fE 
'/~//./ ' FROM THE COMMUNITY WITH t~HICH, THEY AR:E ASSOCIATED G 

"',/ T HAT THEY ARE, IN FACT 0 AN ISOLATED TARGET 0 THE 
/../ OBVIOUS DANGER THIS TREND REVEALS IS THE REAL POSSIBILITY 
~ THAT EMPHASIS IS SHII'TING FROM THE HAMLET ASPECTS OF' 
~ T HE DE FE NSE TO THE SHIGLE TASK 0 F MA NMI NG A F'l XED 
// INSTALLATIONuoSUCH A CHAtJGE IN EMPHASIS TIES DOblN 
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SECRET
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM LIGEN
KRULAK.
1. THE RECENT INCREASE IN ENEMY ACTION DIRECTED
AGAINST OUR CAP S APPEARS TO BE AN ACCURATE REFLEC-
TION OF TWO THINGS ; so FIRST, HIS INCREASING CONCER N
WITH THE SUCCESS OF THE PROGRAM AND ITS POTENTIAL
AND SECOND THAT THE CAPS MAY BE BECOMING A
RELATIVELY FIXED TARGET FOR ENEMY ACTION.
2. WITH RESPECT TO THE CONCEPT OF THEIR EMPLOYMENT,
LET ME GIVE YOU MY PERSONAL VIEWS CONCERNING A
TREND WHICH I SEE DEVELOPING INITIALLY, THE MISSION
OF THE CAP WAS TO PROTECT A HAMLET OR PER HAPS TWO
HAMLETS, BY ACTIVELY DENYING THE VC ACCESS TO THE
LOCAL POPULATION. THEIR FUNCTION. WAS PIVOTED ON
EXTENSIVE NIGHT PATROLLING AND AMBUSHING AS THE

PAGE 2 RUHKFMA 3121SECREI
PRINCIPAL MEANS OF HAMLET SECURITY, WITH THE CAP
COMPOUND RIGHT IN THE HAMLET, AND SERVING AS A

RESTING, TRAINING AND RESUPPLY P INT TO WHICH THE
CAP COULD RETIRE DURING DAYLIGHT WHEN THE VC THREAT
WAS MINIMAL.
3. IT HAS BEEN MY OBSERVATION, OVER THE PAST SEVERAL
MONTHS, THAT INCREASING EFFORT IS BEING EXPENDED ON
IMPROVING CAP COMPOUND DEFENSES AND, AS THEY SAY
"HARDENING" THE PHYSICAL FACILITIES, TO THE EXTENT THAT
THE CAP INSTALLATIONS TEND TO BECOME ARMED FORTRESSES,
ON THE FRENCH PATTERN, WITH ALL OF THE WEAKNESSES
CHARACIERISTIC OF THE FRENCH EXPERIENCE. ADDITIONALLY, IN SOME
INSTANCES, THE CAP LIVING AREAS ARE LOCATED SO REMOTE
FROM THE COMMUNITY WITH WHICH THEY ARE ASSOCIATED ,
THAT THEY ARE, IN FACT, AN ISOLATED TARGET. THE
OBVIOUS DANGER THIS TREND REVEALS IS THE REAL POSSIBILITY
THAT EMPHASIS IS SHIFTING FROM THE HAMLET ASPECTS OF

DEFENSE TO THE SINGLE TASK OF MANNING A FIXEDTHE
SUCH A CHANGE IN EMPHASIS TIES DOWNINSTALLATION

OUR FORCES, INCREASES THE COST OF THE INSTALLATION,
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'/~/. 4 AND ,ILLUMI~ATES THE CAP AS A LUCRATIVE g READILY IDENTI" 
~~~ FIABlE FIXED TARGET, ALL AT THE EXPENSE OF,PROVIDING 
'// SECURITY TO THE PEOPLE 0 ' 

~~ 4D IN SUMMARY p I BELIEVE WE MUST DELIBERATELY AVOID 
~ 'Sl...IPPIN~ INTO A FORTRESS CONCEPT; THAT THE CAPS SHOULD 
~ BE INSTALLED IN THE POPULATED LOCALlT;,IE,S 9 WHERE THEY 
I"~ A~e; VISIBLE TO THE PEO PLE IN T HE HAMLET D UR I NG t HE DAY, 
'/~ WHILE DENYING VC ACCESS AT NIGHT THROUGH A PROGRAM 
~ OF AGGRESSIVE PATROL AND AiVlBUSH ACIIVITY 0 WARM 
'/~ REGARDS., 
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SECRETPAGE 3 RUHHFMA 21 SECRET
AND ILLUMINATES THE CAP AS A LUCRATIVE, READILY IDENTI -

FIABLE FIXED TARGET, ALL AT THE EXPENSE OF PROVIDING
SECURITY TO THE PEOPLE.
4. IN SUMMARY, I BELIEVE WE MUST DELIBERATELY AVOID
SLIPPING INTO A FORTRESS CONCEPT : THAT THE CAPS SHOULD
BE INSTALLED IN THE POPULATED LOCALITIES, WHERE THEY
ARE VISIBLE TO THE PEOPLE IN THE HAMLET DURING THE DAY,
WHILE DENYING VC ACCESS AI NIGHT THROUGH A PROGRAM
OF AGGRESSIVE PATROL AND AMBUSH ACTIVITY. WARM
REGARDS.
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FM CG FMFPAC
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BT
T 0 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN
AND MGEN ANDERSON FROM LIGEN KRULAK
DEPLOYMENT TO RVN OF TWO MARINE SQDNS FROM IWAKUNI (S)

A. CG FMFPAC 162233Z/SEP67 PASEP
10 REFERENCE A, BEING PASSED TO YOU SEPARATELY,
REPRESENTS MY VIEWS. I THOUGHT I HAD SENT IT TO YOU, AND REGRET
THE OVERSIGHT IN NOT RETRANSMITTING IT SOONER.
2. THE MATTER OF DEPLOYING THE TWO MAG-15 SQUADRONS
HAS NOT BEEN RESOLVED BY CINCPAC, BUT I AM FORTIFIED
FURTHER IN MY VIEWS BY THE FOLLOWING FROM A
CINCPACAF RETRANSMITTAL TO CINCPAC FROM 7TH AF :

QUOTE: to (TS) 7AF SUPPORTS COMMITMENT OF FORCES
INDICATED IN REF C; HOWEVER, REQUEST IMMEDIATE DEPLOY-
MENT BE HELD IN ABEYANCE. THE RAINY SEASON HAS BEGUN
AND RESULTANT DEGENERATING WEATHER AS WELL AS TIME
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'/ 30 ADOED to ALL THE ABOVE ARiLtHE Uf',,1DER IABLE ADVANTAGES , 

t~E GAIN rnm1 H/WING A REST AND ROTATION " 
://:BASElI PLUS SHOE:HORN flt\ij) OTHER lTEHAB CAPABILITIES" "" 

40 vjOULC lJELCOI1JE A(\JY THOUGHTS YOU MAY WISH to ADOo 
'/ ~!ARtq REGAlluS.. " 

GP.,,4 , " 

:~ Sf '\ 
'/ f-;:~----'-"'---'- .-~' -'-~:~-~~r'~ \=.:, .. \ ;Ii ~ 

I fl"' rI- ~j _~.,_ ,.r' r:~ ~~,Jl r: ;:, " '/ \ ~ , ... , --_._---.... -.-. -.... -... --,-'.------~: , ;_.-..,~..,.., __ h~"'_ " 

''/ . . " 
'~ . /. .£ J./ " 
'/ III ~A" HOO/~ COpy OF COPIES 1l' © ~ ~ ~ ~ [% ~ 'TI' ~ ~ 
///////////////////////////fo£///~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE 2 RUNKM 3071 T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
REQUIRED TO INDOCTRINATE AIRCREWS INTO THIS THEATER
MAKES IT INAPPROPRIATE TO DEPLOY THESE FORCES AT THIS
TIME.
2. (S) BECAUSE OF THE ABOVE LITTLE WOULD BE GAINED
BY DEPLOYMENT OF THESE FORCES FOR THIS SHORT PERIOD.

CURRENT INVENTORY OF ECM PODS AS WELL AS ADDITIONAL
TANKER REQUIREMENTS PRECLUDE ADDITIONAL DANANG AND
CAM RANK BAY SORTIES INTO HIGH THREAT AREAS. THERE-
FORE, UNLESS THESE REQUIREMENTS COULD BE SATISFIED
WE WOULD GAIN FEW ADDITIONAL SORTIES OTHER THAN IN-
COUNTRY AND LOAS. THE SE MISSION REQUIREMENTS CAN BE
FULFILLED BY EXISTING RESOURCES.
3. (S) RECOMMEND THAT THE COMPOSITE F-100/B-57
SQUADRON BE HELD IN READY STATUS AT THEIR PRESENT
LOCATION TO BE DEPLOYED WHEN AND. IF THE SITUATION
SO DICTATES AS DETERMINED BY COMMANDER 7AF. BELIEVE
THE SAME ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN WITH REGARDS TO USMC
SQUADRONS.
40 (IS) IN REGARD TO REF A: IF DEPLOYMENT IS DIRECT-
ED, THE F-100 AND B-57 AIRCRAFT, CREWS AND SUPPORT

PAGE 3 RUHKM 3071 T C R E SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
PERSONNEL COULD BE ACCOMMODATED IMMEDIATELY. ADDI-
TIONAL AIRCRAFT WOULD BE UNREVETTED AND WITH CURRENT
VUNERABILITY OF ALL BASES IN RVN TO MORTAR AND ROCKET
ATTACKS CALCULATED RISK MUST BE ACCEPTED. RECOMMEND
B-57S BE INTEGRATED INTO CURRENT TDY UNITS AT PMAN
RANG AND THE F-100 UNIT ATTACHED TO 31 TAC FTR WG
FOR PERIOD OF TEMPORARY DEPLOYMENT.
5. (S) SINCE USMC SQUADRONS ARE TO REPLACE OUT OF
COUNTRY SORTIE LOSS, THEY SHOULD BE PLACED UNDER
OPERATION CONTROL OF 7AF AND MANDLED AS NORMAL PART
OF ROLLING THUNDER/BARREL ROLL STRIKE FORCE. UNQUOTE.
3. ADDED TO ALL THE ABOVE ARE THE UNDERIABLE ADVANTAGES
WE GAIN FROM HAVING A REST AND ROTATION
BASE, PLUS SHOEWORN AND OTHER REMAB CAPABILITIES.
40 WOULD WELCOME ANY THOUGHTS YOU MAY WISH TO ADD.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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B" CG FMFPAC 1622332 BE? 67 , ' 
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/ 
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/'/ PROTECTING WHAT IS RIGHT 5l NEE! i> AND··PROPER 0 ',' .. .... ~ 
Co IT IS Of COURSE FULLY CONCEIVA8L!r I'HAT THE TE~1PO OF·POST'" '-' 

MONSOON OPERATIONS MAY CAUSE US TO ASK FOR THESE SQDPJS NEXT YEAR.. . '\. 
// ACCORDHIGLY, CONSIDER IT ?RUDENT- THAT ALL [lmr·t9ERS OF OUR. "-
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DE RUMHAW 084W 2651047
ZNY TTITT
P 221047Z SEP 67

EXCLUSIVE

FM CG FIRST MAW
TO RUHKM/CG FMFPAC
INFO ZEN/CG III MAF
BT

C E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN KRULAK AND LIGEN CUSHMAN
FROM MAJGEN ANDERSON/F-31
DEPLOYMENT TO RVN OF TWO MARINE SOONS FROM IWAKUNI (S)
A. CG FMFPAC 2007242 SEP 67
B. CG FMFPAC 1622332 SEP 6?
1. CONCUR IN ALL RESPECTS WITH CG FMFPAC POSITION EXPRESSED
IN REFERENCES.
2. RELATED THOUGHTS FOLLOW:

A. ACCIDENT /INCIDENT RECORD OF VMA & 121. SINCE ARRIVAL IN
COUNTRY HAS BEEN DISAPPOINTING TO SAY THE LEAST. CONSIDER
SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBUTING FACTOR TO BE RELATIVELY LIMITED And
EXPERIENCE OF SOME PILOTS. EXACERBATED BY NEWNESS TO RVN
COMBAT AND OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT, AS WELL AS DIFFICULT
WEATHER CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH MONSOO TRANSITIONAL PERIOD.
THIS CAUSES ME TO CONSIDER SERIOUSLY THE RELATIVE ADVANTAGES
OF ROTATING INDIVIDUALS INCREMENTALLY FRON MAG - 15 SQUADROWS

PAGE TWO RUMHAW 084W T 0 CRE SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

TO IN-COUNTRY SQUADRONS, RATHER THAN COMPLETE UNITS. I WILL
MAKE TIMELY PROPOSAL IN THE REGARD, IN DUE COURSE.

B. IMPLIED DANGER TO III MAF/1ST MAW COMMAND INTEGRITY
OF 7TH AIR FORCE VIEW THAT ADDITIONAL SQUADRONS SHOULD BE
ASSIGNED THEIR OPCON, FOR ROLLING THUNDER /BARREL ROLL STRIKE

FORCE IS RECOGNIZED CLEARLY. IRRESPECTIVE OF FINAL STATED
RATIONALE SUPPORTING RECENT JCS APPROVAL OF DEPLOYING THESE
SQUADRONS INTO RVN , FACT REMAINS PROPOSAL WAS INITIATED LATE
LAST MAY BASED ON MARINE CORPS BALANCED FORCE NEEDS IN RVN.
THIS AGAIN UNDERSCORES NECESSITY FOR VIGILANCE IN RESPECT TO
PROTECTING WHAT IS RIGHT, MEET, AND PROPER.

C. IT IS OF COURSE FULLY CONCEIVABLE THAT THE TEMPO OF POST -
MONSOON OPERATIONS MAY CAUSE US TO ASK FOR THESE SQD NS NEXT YEAR .

ACCORDINGLY, CONSIDER IT PR IDENT THAT ALL MEMBERS OF OUR
STAFFS PHRASE ANY OBSERVATIONS ON CURRENT SITUATIONS SO AS NO TO

JEOPARDIZE INADVERTENTLY OUR CHANCES OF FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION
THEN.
3. BEST REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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SECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN CUSHMAN OR IN HIS ABSENCE MAJGEN
NICKERSON. MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY. SECTION 1 OF 3

A. CG FMFPAC LTR SER 000508-67 DTD 29MAY67
10 THE CASUALIY LEVEL CURRENTLY BEING EXPERIENCED BY
THE MARINES IN THE DMZ REGION IS TOO HIGH, CONSIDER-
ING THE OPERATIONAL BENEFITS RECEIVED. IN THE PAST
MONTH 958 MARINES HAVE BEEN KILLED OR SERIOUSLY
WOUNDED IN THE DMZ AREA ALONE, AND IN THE PAST SIX
MONTHS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MARINES KILLED OR SERIOUSLY
WOUNDED IN THAT AREA HAS BEEN 4,961. WHILE THE ENEMY IS
PAYING A HEAVY PRICE FOR HIS PAINS--SOME 7,900 KILLED IN
THE DMZ AREA IN THE PAST SIX MONTHS--T COST TO US IS

STILL TOO HIGH. MORE IMPORTANT, UNLESS SOMETHING IS
DONE ABOUT IT , OUR CASUALTIES IN THE DMZ ARE LIKELY TO
MOUNT.
2c THE MAIN PROBLEM IS THAT OUR FORCES BUTTED UP
AGAINST THE DMZ ARE AT A SERIOUS TACTICAL DISADVANTAGE.
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THE ENEMY, ENJOYING THE BENEFITS OF THE NVN SANCTUARY,
HAS A REAR AREA THAT IS SECURE AGAINST OUR MANEUVER. WE
CANNOT GET BEHIND HIM TO CUT HIM OFF FROM HIS SUPPLIES
OR TO OVERRUN HIS ARTILLERY. ALONG THE DMZ WE MUST

FACE HIM ON FRONTAL TERMS, FOREGOING THE BENEFITS OF

MANEUVER, AT LEAST SO LONG AS WE ELECT TO MAINTAIN OUR

KEY OUT POST POSITIONS AND OUR FORWARD LOGISTIC
INSTALLATIONS.
3. AMONG THE ADVANTAGES ENJOYED BY THE ENEMY IN HIS
SANCUTARY THE KEY ONE IS IN THE AREA OF ARTILLERY AND
HEAVY ROCKET SUPPORT. DURING THE PAST MONTH, FOR
EXAMPLE, ABOUT 4,000 ROUNDS HAVE FALLEN ON. CON THIEN

ALONE, AND ON 20 SEPTEMBER THAT OUT POST TOOK 441
ROUNDS. WE ESTIMATE THAT THERE ARE FROM 100 TO 110
ART ILLERY PIECES, WITH RANGES UP TO 27,400 METERS, IN

AND NORTH OF THE DMZ, POSITIONED WHERE THEY CAN FIRE
ON OUR FORWARD POSITIONS. THESE ARTILLERY PIECES ARE
LOCATED NORTH OF THE BEN HAI RIVER, IN AN AREA EXTENDING
GENERALLY FROM A POINT NORTHWEST OF CON THIEN, EAST
TO VIN LINH AND THE NCE TO THE COAST. THERE ARE MANY
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~ · SEtRET '. --e o PAGE 3 RUJiHFMA 3705 SEC RET '. \, .... ~. o pOSIT ION AREAS!) SOME OCCUPIED AND SOME· UNOCCUPIED; o AND THE ENEMY MOVES HIS WEAPONS FROM ONE TO' ANOTHE~ 
I"~ TO fACIt,nATE .DECEPTIONo RECENTL.Y HE HAS PUT INTO EFFECT 
I"'/' A COMMON U. So OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUEr/ IN THE FO~M OF "" 
1"01"/'~ TIME .. ON"'YARGET F.1REll WHERE lARGE QUANT~T!E. S .OF AMMUNIa 

0
1"/" rION ARE FIllED ON A SINGLE TARGET OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF 

O 
TIME Il AND mOM M ANY WEAPONS. L IKEW 1S£ HE HAS BEGUN 

~~ to tUX AIR..;aURsr OR UUi'J..UENCE FUZING AMONG HIS ROUNDS 
I"~ TO ENHA,NCE tHE: CASUALTY EFFECT AGAiNST. TROOPS IN THE 
I"/" OPEN. THESE ARE SOUNDTECHNIQUESp MID MAY BE EXPECTED 
I" /.. TO CO NT lNUEo . . o 40 THiS ARTILLERY THREAT IS.ONE WHICH", uNDER EXISTING o CONSTRAINTS,; CAN BE OVERCOME ONLY THROUGH FIRE 
I"/" SUPPORT MEANSI' SINCE WEARE ,'NOT AT LIBERTY TO MANEUVER 
;I"/. AGAINST ITo t>JEVERTHEL.ESS\1 At® WHILE A MAJOR 
;I"~ AIR/ART ILLERY/NGFEFFORT HAS BEEN UNDERWAY FOR. SOME 
'/01"/./ TIME; TO DIMINISH THE INTENSITY AMD EFF~CT. IVENESS or THE 
I"/" ENEMytS FIRE, THE RESULTS THUS FAR'HAVE NOT BEEN o DECISlVEo THE INTENSIT Y AND SC,OPE' OF' OUR EFFORT HAS o JUST NOT BEEN GREAT ENOUGHo 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
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50 THE PROBLEM OF HEAVY CASUALTIES IS NOT CONFINED 
TO THE DMZ" WE ARE ALSO FEELING THE. fINCH IN THE 
Tt~ELVE HUNDRED SQUARE M ItEAREA EXTEND-INS SOUTH OF 
THE LINE GIO LINH",CON THIEN"'KHE S~NH TO CAMP EVANSo 
THE. REDS~ BECAUSE OF THE THINNESS OF om FORCE NEXT 
TO THE DMZ, HAVE BEEN AStErO INFILTRATE ~ESP.ECTABLE 
POWER. INTO THIS' REGION ... ",PERHAPS TWELVE BATTAlIONSc> . 
THESE UNITS ARE QPERAT INS AGAr NSTOUR BI;SE AREAS AND 
COMMUNICATION LINES; ..... ~ITH DIFFICULTY II AND AT. 
CONSIDERABLE COST 9 BUT OPER AT INS THE~E·.NEVERTHElESS& 
THESE ARE THE ENEMY UNITS THAT ARE CAUSING TROUBLE. 
ALONG ROUtE 9 9 NEAR CA~l LO, NORTH OF CUA VIET AND 
EAsr OF KHESANHe' THESE ARE THE UNITS 'WHICH CAUSE us 
CASUAL! lESBY MORTAR ANt> ROCKET ATTACKS ON lOGISTIC 
IMSTALtATIONS AND OTHER. NECES:SARILY FIXED LOCALITIESo 
HOWEV~R II uti. IKE THE IR COMPAIHbNS. FARTHER NORTH ALONG 
THE DMZ g THESE NVA .UNItS DO NPT HAVE ASA·NcrUARY~ 
THEY ARE VULNERABLE; SUSCEI'TI~lE TO ISOLAtION AND DECI= 
MAT ION BY FORCES wHICH ARE FREE to MANEUVER A~OUND 
AND AMONG THEMe BUT .CG III ~JA:F AND CG .I COqPS DO MOT 

. ..' I '. " 
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POSITION AREAS, SOME OCCUPIED AND SOME UNOCCUPIED:
AND THE ENEMY MOVES HIS WEAPONS FROM ONE TO ANOTHER
TO FACILITATE DECEPTION. RECENTLY HE HAS PUT INTO EFFECT
A COMMON U. So OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUE, IN THE FORM OF
TIME-ON-TARGET FIRE, WHERE LARGE QUANTITIES OF AMMUNI-
TION ARE FIRED ON A SINGLE TARGET OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF
TIME, AND FROM MANY WEAPONS. LIKEWISE HE HAS BEGUN
TO MIX AIR-BURST OR INFLUENCE FUZING AMONG HIS ROUNDS
TO ENHANCE THE CASUALTY EFFECT AGAINST TROOPS IN THE
OPEN. THESE ARE SOUND TECHNIQUES, AND MAY BE EXPECTED
TO CONTINUE.
40 THIS ARTILLERY THREAT IS ONE WHICH, UNDER EXISTING
CONSTRAINTS, CAN BE OVERCOME ONLY THROUGH FIRE
SUPPORT MEANS, SINCE WE ARE NOT AT LIBERTY TO MANEUVER
AGAINST IT. NEVERTHELESS, AND WHILE A MAJOR
AIR/ARTILLERY/NGF EFFORT HAS BEEN UNDERWAY FOR SOME
TIME TO DIMINISH THE INTENSITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
ENEMY'S FIRE, THE RESULTS THUS FAR HAVE NOT BEEN
DECISIVE. THE INTENSITY AND SCOPE OF OUR EFFORT HAS
JUST NOT BEEN GREAT ENOUGH.
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5. THE PROBLEM OF HEAVY CASUALTIES IS NOT CONFINED
TO THE DMZ. WE ARE AL SO FEELING THE PINCH IN THE
TWELVE HUNDRED SQUARE MILE AREA EXTENDING SOUTH OF
THE LINE GIO LINH-CON THIEN-KHE SANH TO CAMP EVANS.
THE REDS, BE CAUSE OF THE THINNESS OF OUR FOR CE NEXT
TO THE DMZ, HAVE BEEN ABLE TO INFILTRATE RESPECTABLE
POWER INTO THIS REGION--PERMAPS TWELVE BATTALIONS.
THESE UNITS ARE OPERATING AGAINST OUR BASE AREAS AND
COMMUNICATION LINES; --WITH DIFFICULTY, AND AT
CONSIDERABLE COST, BUT OPERATING THERE NEVERTHELESS.
THE SE ARE THE ENEMY UNITS THAT ARE CAUSING TROUBLE
ALONG ROUTE 9g NEAR CAM LO, NORTH OF CUA VIET AND
EAST OF KHE SANH. THESE ARE THE UNITS WHICH CAUSE US
CASUALTIES BY MORTAR AND ROCKET ATTACKS ON LOGISTIC
INSTALLATIONS AND OTHER NECESSARILY FIXED LOCALITIES.
HOWEVER, UNLIKE THEIR COMPANIONS FARTHER NORTH ALONG
THE DMZ, THESE NVA UNITS DO NOT HAVE A SANCTUARY.
THEY ARE VULNERABLE; SUSCEPTIBLE TO ISOLATION AND DECI-
MATION BY FORCES WHICH ARE FREE TO MANEUVER AROUND
AND AMONG THEM. BUT CG III MAF AND CG I CORPS DO NOT
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~ ·~~~~lHFMA 37~5~ E eRE T . • ~ TOGETHER HAVE THE ,F'ORCES NECESSARY TO CHOP 
'/'~ UP AND DESTROY THE ENEM Y IN THIS LARGE: AREA p WHILE S1 ILL o FULFU.LING ALL OF THEIR OTHEROBLIGATrONSiI AS A RESULT!I 0. tHE ENEMY ENJOYS A DEGREE Of FREEDOM WHICH HE SHOULD 
~ BE DENIEDo" . . " 
'/'./ ~ ON BAl.ANCE fI THE FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR OUR FOllCES 
'/' /. DEPLOYED IN TJ1E DMZ AREA CAN BE MEAS~EP ONt Y IN TERMS o OrA CONTINUED HIGH LEVEL OF Uw:tEQUITED CASUAl,. TIES, o UN'LESS D£CISIVE ACTION IS TAKEN TO REDRESS THE SITUAT 10No 
'//. ~ONG ,THE AVAILABLE OPTIONS, THE FOLLOWING ARE 
'/'/. CONSIDERED TO MER IT CONSIDERAT ION: . 
'/'/.' . AlP' WITHDRAW OUR INSTALLATIONS NEAR THE 'OMZ" MOIJING 
'/'/. lHEMSOUTHWARD, OUT OF NVA ARTILLERY RANGEo THE[lJI9 .IF 
~ THE ENEMY DESiRES TO USE .HIS ARTILLERY AGAINST us" .n· 
'/'/. WILtSE. NECESSARY FOR HIM TO DISPLACE tr SOUTH OF ,THE 
'/'/. BEN HAID WHERE WE CAN eET AT:.!!. HE·WOULD THUS BE 
.,~ DENIED SO~1E MEASURE OF HIS. SAWcrUARYADVANTPiGEo 
'/'..1 .. Bm CONDUCT A JOINT AMPHIBI~US/AIRB6RNE OPERAtION 
'/' /. . LANDING ON tHE NVN COAST!l N,ORt'.r ,P.; ,T ~E' Or~l 9 SWEEPING 
~ SOutH THROUGH THE DMZ TO D[ST~OV THE, N~ATl!OOPS. 

PAGE 6 RUHHFMA 3105 SEC REt . 
SUPPLIES AND INSTAL.LATIONS WHICH ARE AFFECTING OUR 
FORCES ·DEPLOYEONEAR THE DMl. THIS 'WOULD REQU'IRE ,tHE 
PROVISION OF. SUfFICIENT FORCESp FROM OUTSIDE' OF RVN 

. OR FROM SOURCES WITHIN RVN, TO CONSTITUTE AN ADEQUATE 
LANDINS FORCE" THIS PROSPECT HAS BEEN EXPLORED PRE;':· 
VIOUSLY IN REF A AND, AS YOU KNOW, THE W·HOl;.E. MATTER 
Of AN AMPHIBIOUS ATTACK IS NOW BEING ACTIVELY EXAMINED 
UNDERCINCPAC AEGIS. ' · :. 
. CG COMUSMAC" PROV,IDE AT tEAST A Oiv ISION SIZE 

FORCE fROM OTHER CORPS AREAS TO REINFO~CE IIIMAF 
IN THE DMlAREAo LAUNCH AN ALl.,.QUT ASSAULT.' FROM 
SOUTH OF THE ,DMt AREA INTO AND ·NORTH· OF T HE DMZ TO 
DEST.ROY NVA FORCES" EQUIPNENl' ,. SUPPL!E~!I',' AND· 
INSTA~LAt IONS; SUBSEQUENTLY W ITHDRAWINGo 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

.' Do ,MOUNt . MASSIVE DELIBERAtE ATTACKS BY AI~ AND NAVAL 
GUiiFIREAGAINST THE ENEMY TROOPSi' ARMAMENT fINs! AlLA'" 
TIONS AND SUPPLIES ARRAYED AGAINST US IN SOlITHEI?[IJ ROUTE 
.PACKAGE 10 EXPLOIT FULLY THE CAPABiLITY OF 7tH A~fORCE9 
TF11~ lSTMAWAND THE HEAVY GUNS OF Ttl!!: 7Tt( FLEETo 
UTILIZE EVERY VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC MEANS OF'rA~GET 

~ '" '" ".n"" " ." 

BT 
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TOGETHER HAVE THE FORCES NECESSARY TO CHOP
UP AND DESTROY THE ENEMY IN THIS LARGE AREA, WHILE STILL
FULFILLING ALL OF THEIR OTHER OBLIGATIONS: AS A RESULT,
THE ENEMY ENJOYS A DEGREE OF FREEDOM WHICH HE SHOULD
BE DENIED.
6 ON BALANCE, THE FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR OUR FORCES
DEPLOYED IN THE DMZ AREA CAN BE MEASURED ONLY IN TERMS
OF A CONTINUED HIGH LEVEL OF UNREQUITED CASUALTIES,
UNLESS DECISIVE ACTION IS TAKEN TO REDRESS THE SITUATION.
AMONG THE AVAILABLE OPTIONS, THE FOLLOWING ARE
CONSIDERED TO MERIT CONSIDERATIONS

A. WITHDRAW OUR INSTALLATIONS NEAR THE DMZ, MOVING
THEM SOUTHWARD, OUT OF NV A ARTILLERY RANGE. THEN, IF
THE ENEMY DESIRES TO USE HIS ARTILLERY AGAINST US, IT
WILL BE NECESSARY FOR HIM TO DISPLACE IT SOUTH OF THE
BEN HAI, WHERE WE CAN GET AT IT. HE WOULD THUS BE
DENIED SOME MEASURE OF HIS SANCTUARY ADVANTAGE.

B. CONDUCT A JOINT AMPHIBIOUS/ AIRBORNE OPERATION
LANDING ON THE NVN COAST, NORTH OF THE-DMZ, SWEEPING
SOUTH THROUGH THE DMZ TO DESTROY THE NVA TROOPS,

PAGE 6 RUNHFMA 3705 SECRET
SUPPLIES AND INSTALLATIONS WHICH ARE AFFECTING OUR
FORCES DEPLOYED NEAR THE DMZ. THIS WOULD REQUIRE THE
PROVISION OF SUFFICIENT FORCES, FROM OUTSIDE OF RVN
OR FROM SOURCES WITHIN RVN, TO CONSTITUTE AN ADE QUATE
LANDING FORCE. THIS PROSPECT HAS BEEN EXPLORED PRE-
VIOUSLY IN REF A AND, AS YOU KNOW, THE WHOLE MATTER
OF AN AMPHIBIOUS ATTACK IS NOW BEING ACTIVELY EXAMINED
UNDER CINCPAC AEGIS.

Co COMUSMACV PROVIDE AT LEAST A DIVISION SIZE
FOR CE FROM OTHER CORPS AREAS TO REINFORCE III MAF
IN THE DMZ AREA. LAUNCH AN ALL-OUT ASSAULT FROM
SOUTH OF THE DMZ AREA INTO AND NORTH OF THE DMZ TO
DESTROY NVA FORCES, EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES, AND
INSTALLAT IONS; SUBSEQUENTLY WITHDRAWING.

D. MOUNT MASSIVE DELIBERATE ATTACKS BY AIR AND NAVAL
GUNFIRE AGAINST THE ENEMY TROOPS, ARMAMENT, INSTALLA-
TIONS AND SUPPLIES ARRAYED AGAINST US IN SOUTHERN ROUTE
PACKAGE I. EXPLOIT FULLY THE CAPABILITY OF 7TH AIR FORCE,
TF 97, 1STMAW AND THE HEAVY GUNS OF THE 7TH FLEET.
UTILIZE EVERY VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC MEANS OF TARGET
BT
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~IDENTIFICArION AND LOCAIIONo" .... ALL OF THE FOREGOING WITH 
~~ THE P.URPOSE ·OF 'l)EstROYING THE ENEMY WEAPONS AND' . 
'/~~/./JMPE:DING9 CANALIZING AND BLOCKING ENE~lY MOVEMENT 
~/.. THROUGH SOUTHERN ROUT£ PACKAGE 10' - -
'// Eo REINFORCE OUR ELEMENTS NOW COMMlTTED IN QUAN6 
~ TRY P~OVINCE6' WITH THIS INCREASED DENSITY OF MANEUVER 
1"/ FORCES" CONCENTRATE OUR EFfORTS ON THE ENEMY BATTAl. IONS 
/0~/./ WHICH HAVEINF!tTRATED INTO THE.REsrONo·ISOLATE" CUT 
~/..UP AIIID DESTROY THEM!/ AND RELIEVE THE CURRENT. 00 ROCKET/~10RtAR PRESSURE: ON OUR FIXED INSTALLATIONS 0. 1M tHE RO.UTE9", .. OOl'JG HA AREA. . 
// 5e AN ANALYSIS OF THE' ABOVE OPTIONS FOU .. OWSg 
1'/ Ao TO WI1HDRAW SOUTHWARD FROM ·THE·.DMZ, 'AREA 
7/ IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE MANEUVER ROOM IS' A· SOUND YACL> 
~ TICAL NOVE, But IT .. CARRIES A LARGE PQiCi;. l'T . 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA 3110 S EC R E 1 ". .., 
~lOULD G lVE THE ENEM Y PERSUASIVE PROPAGANR.A " , '. " 
t1A!ER IAL IN .TERMS OF' THE UNDENIABLE FACT -THAT WE 
HAD INDEED· SURRENDERED GROUND. AND· iT WOljLD BE 
NECESSARY·TO;· GIVE: UP A CO.NSIOERAf3LE MlOUNT OF 
GROUND TO ENSURE THAT ENE~IY ARTILLERY t~HI·CH MOVED 
SOU1'.n,jARDwOULD ,I IN FACT, BE' EXPOSED TO ENVELOPMENT 
BY· OUR FOR CE So THE E rF'E cr ON T HE sour H VIET." 
NAMESEAND ON OUR m~N PEOPLE AT· HOME OF SUCH A 
WITHDRAWAL WOULD BE GREAToFINALI.. Y, IT 'WOULD 
EN!'AILABANDONMENT OF THE STRONG POINT OBSTACLE 
SYSTEM" 'WHATEVER CRItlCISt·r MAY' HAVE BEEN OrR .. 
gOrED AT THAT CONCEPT BEFORE, IT IS NOW AM- OFF ... 
ICIAL U.,So/GVN ENDEAVOR~ AND TO BACK AWAY.FROM 
IT NOW' COULDI'lJOT CONCEIVABLE BE IDENTIfIED, IN ITH . 
PROGRESS IN THE WARo . ..:..' I 

BI)' TO INVADE NORTH VIETNAM IN tHE: 'ROUTft PACK .. 
AGE I AREA ..... EltHER BY GROUND OR AMPHIBIOUS' MEANS 
OFF€RS eOOD PROSPECT OF RELIEViNG OUR' FORCES WHO ARE 
SUFFERING FROM ENEt,1Y POWER BASED ·iN·THE SAN ... 
crUARYc THE FAVORABLE EFFECT WOULD PERSIST'I) OF ~ III MAF 1l00!21REV II 66) - . SECRET 
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ECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN OR IN HIS ABSENCE MAJGEN
NICKERSON. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. SECTION 2 OF 3
IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION. -ALL OF THE FOREGOING WITH
THE PURPOSE OF DESTROYING THE ENEMY WEAPONS AND
IMPEDING, CANALIZING AND BLOCKING ENEMY MOVEMENT
THROUGH SOUTHERN ROUTE PACKAGE I.

E. REINFORCE OUR ELEMENTS NOW COMMITTED IN QUANG
TRI PROVINCE. WITH THIS INCREASED DENSITY OF MANEUVER
FORCES, CONCENTRATE OUR EFFORTS ON THE ENEMY BATTALIONS
WHICH HAVE INFILTRATED INTO THE REGION. ISOLATE, CUT
UP AND DESTROY THEM, AND RELIEVE THE CURRENT
ROCKET/MORTAR PRESSURE ON OUR FIXED INSTALLATIONS
IN THE ROUTE 90-DONG HA AREA.
5. AN ANALYSIS OF THE ABOVE OPTIONS FOLLOWS:

A. TO WITHDRAW SOUTHWARD FROM THE DMZ AREA
IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE MANEUVER ROOM IS A. SOUND TAC-
TICAL MOVE, BUT IT CARRIES A LARGE PRICE. IT

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA 3710 SECRET
WOULD GIVE THE ENEMY PERSUASIVE PROPAGANDA
MATERIAL IN TERMS OF THE UNDENIABLE FACT THAT WE
HAD INDEED SURRENDERED GROUND. AND IT WOULD BE
NECESSARY TO GIVE UP A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF
GROUND TO ENSURE THAT ENEMY ARTILLERY WHICH MOVED
SOUTHWARD WOULD, IN FACT, BE EXPOSED TO ENVELOPMENT
BY OUR FORCES. THE EFFECT ON THE SOUTH VIET-
NAMESE AND ON OUR OWN PEOPLE AT HOME OF SUCH A
WITHDRAWAL WOULD BE GREAT. FINALLY, IT WOULD
ENTAIL ABANDONMENT OF THE STRONG POINT OBSTACLE
SYSTEM. WHATEVER CRITICISM MAY HAVE BEEN DIR-
ECTED AT THAT CONCEPT BEFORE, IT IS NOW AN OFF-
ICIAL /GVN ENDEAVOR, AND TO BACK AWAY FROM
II NOW COULD NOT CONCEIVABLE BE IDENTIFIED WITH
PROGRESS IN THE WAR.

B. TO INVADE NORTH VIETNAM IN THE ROUTE PACK-
AGE I AREA--EITHER BY GROUND OR AMPHIBIOUS MEANS
OFFERS GOOD PROSPECT OF RELIEVING OUR FORCES WHO ARE
SUFFERING FROM ENEMY POWER BASED IN THE SAN-
CTUARY. THE FAVORABLE EFFECT WOULD PERSIST, OF
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~ SECRET • ~/. PAGE 3 RmnifP'lA 3'HfZl 5 E eRE T . 
i'..,I. COLlRSE o ONLY AS LONG AS ~}E REMtHNEO: IN NVNo FURl'NER~ It 
~ WOULD BE IDLE· TO IGNORE THE. 'SU13S1"Am' tAt POL IT lCAL 
I""/' FACTORS \Ii HICH W ILL BEAR UPON SUCH A D1l:CiSIONi> OR 
1"..1. TO EVADE TH£RE:Al. 1ST I CT IME AND SPACE r4ATHEt-1A'" 
;1';1. TIes ASSOCIATED' ~H1H MOUNTING AND DELIVERING 

~
I""/. A MA,JORA1IACK; NOT TO SPEAK OF. THE FAQ.T THAT 
-,/. THE· MO[l&SOON IS HERE ... ""!ME VERY WiORS!· PERIOD FOR 

-,/. OF NVN~ BY SEA .Off t.AND p WITH All OF ltS J:ACTICAl ~
~ SUCH.O·PB:RATIONSq tHE NEiO IS NO~1 jI AND AN. INVASION 

-,/ MERI'lrS p IS Nor "t" NOW COURSE' OF. Act 10\\16 , .' -

~
~ /. . Ce. IMtENSltFICAT ION OF THE FIRE SUPPORT. EFF'ORt CAN BE 
-'/'UNOERYAKEN QUICKlY~ AS TO ARtIllERY~ \'JE KNOW 
~ THAT .. OUR . COUNTERBAtTERY.ARTILLERY All..ONE WA$ 
~/. ~~T BEEN': ABLE TO SILENCe: THE ENE~Y ARY!LLERY'tl. 
-,/. AWIf t40RE T,}lA~ HE', HAS BEEN ABLE TOSltENCE OR . 

~
~/ SERIOllSt YDAMA9E OURSp DESPITE 1'11£. FACT. THAl 
-'/1£' HAS MORE ARTIU .. ERY IN tHE AREA THAN WE .000 
~ _ AiR'IS THUS THE DECISIVE ARM g SlNCE.~E· CMJNOT. 
~ OVERRUNTHE'EMEPlY POSITIONS WITH GROUND FORCESa 
~ THE RE-ASON THAt AIR, UP TO NOWt.HAS NOT,.AB!\TED 

~ ~ :~~E~~R~~~H~Ar~~:0T~E EM~A~SEA~DRESSED TO. THE 
/'/ JOB· HAYE THUS l' AR BEE N FAR YOO ~1 ALL,,' .. 
/./ .,.Do. TO REINfORCE OUR' ELEMENTS IN' QUANG ifU 

~
-',./ :MAKES GOOD SENSE" IT IS URGENT THAT OUR LINES OF 
'/ COMMUNICATION BE. PROTECTEDo t40RE ![~PORrANT' 

IS T.HE NEED TO cur UP AND DESTROY THOSE NORTH 
~0' VIETNAMESE l'ORCESWHICH INFILTRATE SOUTW~ARD·.; 
'/ AND GET THEMSELVES out OF SUPPORT OR REFUGE. 
/.1 'DISTANCE F.ROM THE .DMZe THESE FORCE'S ARE l' 

~
'/ ' .. vulNERABLE TO OUR MEL I ... BORNE ~lANEUVERUNrrSG. 
/.1 rWOADDITIONAL REGH1ENTS IN THE AREA'AtONG AND. 
~ AROUND ROUTE 9 \~OULD t~AKE A MAJOR D IFFERENCEo o . THIS IS AN AMELIORATIVE ACTION!) WHICH CAN HAVE 
// ·E4M!WIAl'E fAVORABLE EFFECT IN·'TER~lS' OF Uo So' CAS ... 

~
'./ UALT XES SAVED AND ENEMY KILLED'~" . 1 ., 

/'.160 TO CONet UDEo IFINIS BATTLE IS NOT S00~1 rU'RNmo,. 
ED AeA INS! THE Et\1EM Y 9 THE POUND INS' NO~J. FELT AT CON 

~rHIEN!I GIO L INH, DONG HA AND ELSEWHERE'. IS GOING 
~ TO RESOUND ALL THE 'tJAY BACK 10 DUBUQUE., ·tHE' . 

~ CASUAL! IE 5 WE I ARE LOS INS T OTF~HE2E NE~~ ;~~ NG MAY WELL 
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COURSE & ONLY AS LONG AS WE REMAINED IN NV N. FURTHER, IT
WOULD BE IDLE TO IGNORE THE SUBSTANTIAL POLITICAL
FACTORS WHICH WILL BEAR UPON SUCH A DECISION, OR
TO EVADE THE REALISTIC TIME AND SPACE MATHEMA-
TICS ASSOCIATED WITH MOUNTING AND DELIVERING
A MAJOR ATTACK: NOT TO SPEAK OF THE FACT THAT
THE MONSOON IS HERE--THE VERY WORST PERIOD FOR
SUCH OPERATIONS. THE NEED IS NOW AND AN INVASION
OF NV N, BY SEA OR LAND, WITH ALL OF ITS TACTICAL
MERITS, IS NOT A NOW COURSE OF ACTION.

C. INTENSIFICATION OF THE FIRE SUPPORT EFFORT CAN BE
UNDERT AKEN QUICKLY. AS TO ARTILLERY, WE KNOW
THAT OUR COUNTERBATTERY ARTILLERY ALONE HAS
NOT BEEN ABLE TO SILENCE THE ENEMY ARTILLERY,
ANY MORE THAN HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO SILENCE OR
SERIOUSLY DAMAGE OURS, DESPITE THE FACT THAT
HE HAS MORE ARTILLERY IN THE AREA THAN WE DO:
AIR IS THUS THE DECISIVE ARM, SINCE. WE CANNOT.
OVERRUN THE ENEMY POSITIONS WITH GROUND FORCES.
THE REASON THAT AIR, UP TO NOW, HAS NOT ABATED

PAGE 4 RUHHFMA 3710SECRET
THE THREAT IS THAT THE MEANS ADDRESSED TO. THE
JOB HAVE THUS FAR BEEN FAR TOO SMALL.

D. TO REINFORCE OUR ELEMENTS IN QUANG TRI
MAKES GOOD SENSE. IT IS URGENT THAT OUR LINES OF
COMMUNICATION BE PROTECTED. MORE IMPORTANT
IS THE NEED TO CUT UP AND DESTROY THOSE NORTH
VIETNAMESE FORCES WHICH INFILTRATE SOUTHWARD
AND GET T HEM SELVES OUT OF SUPPORT OR REFUGE
DISTANCE FROM THE DMZ. THE SE FORCES ARE
VULNERABLE TO OUR HELI-BORNE MANEUVER UNITS.
TWO ADDITIONAL REGIMENTS IN THE AREA ALONG AND
AROUND ROUTE 9 WOULD MAKE A MAJOR DIFFERENCE.
THIS IS AN AMELIORATIVE ACTION, WHICH CAN HAVE
IMMEDIATE FAVORABLE EFFECT IN TERMS OF U.S. CAS-
UALTIES SAVED AND ENEMY KILLED.
60 TO CONCLUDE. IF THIS BATTLE IS NOT SOON TURN
ED AGAINST THE ENEMY, THE POUNDING NOW FELT AT CON
THIEN, GIO LINH, DONG HA AND ELSEWHERE IS GOING
TO RESOUND ALL THE WAY BACK TO DUBUQUE. THE
CASUALTIES WE ARE LOSING TO THE ENEMY SHELLING MAY WELL
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~ PAGE 5 RUHHJiMA 3710 SEC REI 
.,~/. BECOf1E A DECISIVE FACTOR IN THE ATTITUDE Of THE 
~/ USA TOWARD THE ENT IRE WAR .. 
I"'/' THEREFORE ~ I BELIEVE THAT RESOLUTION PI' THIS 
I"'/' SITUATION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAI ANY OTHER 

• 
I"'/' SINGLE PRISIS IN THE WAR TODAY .. AND THE o THINGS WE CAN DO QUICKEST TO REDRESS THE SI.lUAlION ARE o FIRST TO REINFORCE THE QUANG TRI AREA \HIH AT 
1".1. LEAST TWO REGIMENTS; AND SECOND p TO DEVASTATE AN 
I"'/' AREA BOUNDED BY THE BEN HAl RIVER ON THE SOUTH 
I'./. AND BY AN ARC OF ABOUT 27 KILOr~ETERS RADIUS, CEN­
~0"/'/ TERED UPON CON IHlEN!) A,ND EXTEl\lDI~G FROM. THE 330 
., /. DEGREE RAD tAL TO THE SEA. T HI S REG 10 N HAS TO CO N .... o TAIN THF. BULK OF' THE OFFENDING 'ENEMY ARTILLERY 
I''/' POSITIONS. AS WELL AS T,HE'ENEMYPS PH,INCIPAL,FORWARD 
1'.1. BASESo IT MEASURES ABOUT 180 SQUARE. MILES", BUT 
/0//.~ T HE AREA CAr~ BE SUBSTANTIAL, LY NARROWED DOtvN BY CAREfUL 
~ TERRAIN ANALYSIS~ o TO DESTROY THE ENEMY MATERIAL AND' SUPPLIES 1/ o CAUSE HIM GRAVE PHYSI CAL LO S5 AND IMPEDE HIS o FREEDor~ OF MOVEMENT IN THIS AREA \I}1LL RE-QUIRE 

PAGE 6' RUHHFMA 3110 SEC RET 
AIR OPER AT 10 NS 0 F A MAG NIT UDE VA STL Y GREATER 
r HAN EVER CO NlEMPLATED BEFORE FOR T HIS REG 10 No 

HERE IS WHAT I HAVE IN MIND: , 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ ~. 

A. 1,500 B-52 SORTIES PER MONTH ~ IN THIS ONE SPECIFIED AREA 0 

B 0 H!J,000 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES PER MONlH IN THE 
SAME L!MITED AREA II EMPLOYING THE COMPLETE ARRAY Of' PONVENTION­
AL WEAPONS, INCLUDING USE OF THE HEAVI.ESl:AVAILABLE AERIAL 
ORDNANCE UPON ANY SPECIFIC TARGET LOCATED OR SUSPECTED 0 

SUPPORT THE TARGETING WITH AN ALL"'()UT EFFORT BY AIR AND 
GROUND OBSERVATION~ AS WELL AS ALL ELECTRONIC AND 
I NFR A RED MEANS 0 " 

Co QUANTUM USE OF THE MI(-36 DESTRUCTOR ON ALL 
AVENUES Or APPROACH AND COMMUNICATIO NS ROUTES WITHIN 
l' HE AREA. THE BEfit; HAl RIVER II FOR EXM1PLE g SHOULD BE 
SEEDED WITH AT LEEAST 500 DESTRUCTORS t A-NO ,rHEN RE­
SEEDED WITH AN EQUAL NUMBER WEEKLY. 

D G THE EMPLOYMENT OF WALLEYE ON ANY FIRMLY 
LOCATED AND CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE >ARIILi..ERY WEAPONS II 

- E., PIN PO I NT DESIR ucr 10 N B YNAVAL ,GUNFIRE OF EVERY LOCATED 
TARGET IN THE SPEClfIEDAREA WITHIN RANGE g USING ALL NAVAL 
B T - ------'--.. • ' ~ 

~ 
~. "'~, "w"", " "' -

: PAGE -kOF Lp{.\GES 
------,.--~ . .:......---. \-

COPY~F " d-COPIES --
CG AFC CS OCIS G·I G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT. ~J. 

CIB cae DENT. O. EMB. ENGR. FD. SERVo HQ. COMDT. INSP. LEGAL t.ITO POSTAL 

PSY,OPS, SPL SERV, sup, SURG, 

DECLASSIFIED 

o 

#,,,, 
CHAP. CEO 

PROTOCOL PMO 

'.ft= 17 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

PAGE 5 RUNHFMA 3710SECRET
BECOME A DECISIVE FACTOR IN THE ATTITUDE OF THE
USA TOWARD THE ENTIRE WAR.

THEREFORE, I BELIEVE THAT RESOLUTION OF THIS
SITUATION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAT ANY OTHER
SINGLE PRISIS IN THE WAR TODAY. AND THE
THINGS WE CAN DO QUICKEST TO REDRESS THE SITUATION ARE
FIRST TO REINFORCE THE QUANG TR.I AREA WITH AT
LEAST TWO REGIMENTS ; AND SECOND , TO DEVÁSTATE AN
AREA BOUNDED BY THE BEN HAI RIVER ON THE SOUTH
AND BY AN ARC OF ABOUT 27 KILOMETERS RADIUS, CEN-
TERED UPON CON THIEN, AND EXTENDING FROM THE 330
DEGREE RADIAL TO THE SEA. THIS REGION HAS TO CO N-
TAIN I HF BULK OF THE OFFENDING ENEMY ARTILLERY
POSITIONS, AS WELL AS THE ENEMY'S PRINCIPAL FORWARD
BASES. IT MEASURES ABOUT 180 SQUARE MILES, BUT
THE AREA CAN BE SUBSTANTIALLY NARROWED DOWN BY CAREFUL
TERRAIN ANALYSIS.

TO DESTROY THE ENEMY MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES,
CAUSE HIM GRAVE PHYSICAL LOSS AND IMPEDE HIS
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IN THIS AREA WILL REQUIRE

PAGE 6 RUHHFMA 3710SECRET
AIR OPERATIONS OF A MAGNITUDE VASTLY GREATER
THAN EVER CONTEMPLATED BEFORE FOR THIS REGION.

HERE IS WHAT I HAVE IN MIND:
A. 1,500 B-52 SORTIES PER MONTH, IN THIS ONE SPECIFIED AREA.
B. 10,000 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES PER MO NIH IN THE

SAME LIMITED AREA, EMPLOYING THE COMPLETE ARRAY OF PO NVENTION-
AL WEAPONS, INCLUDING USE OF THE HEAVIEST AVAILABLE AERIAL
ORD NANCE UPON ANY SPECIFIC TARGET LOCATED OR. SUSPECTED
SUPPORT THE TARGETING WITH AN ALL -OUT EFFORT BY AIR AND
GROUND OB SERVATION, AS WELL AS ALL ELECTRONIC AND

INFRA RED MEANS.
C. QUANTUM USE OF THE MK are 36 DESTRUCTOR ON ALL

AVENUES OF APPROACH AND COMMUNICATIONS ROUTES WITHIN
THE AREA. THE BEN HAI RIVER, FOR EXAMPLE, SHOULD BE
SEEDED WITH AT LEEAST 500 DESTRUCTORS, AND THEN RE -

SEEDED WITH AN EQUAL NUMBER WEEKLY.
D. THE EMPLOYMENT OF WALLEYE ON ANY FIRMLY

LOCATED AND CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE ARTILLERY WEAPONS.
E. PIN POINT DESTRUCTION BY NAVAL GUNFIRE OF EVERY LOCATED

TARGET IN THE SPECIFIED AREA WITHIN RANGE, USING ALL NAVAL
BT
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SECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN OR IN HIS ABSENCE MAJGEN
NICKERSON. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. NFINAL SECTION OF 3
GUNFIRE AVAILABLE IN HE ENTIRE AREA.

F. THE BROADCAST AERIAL DISTRIBUTION OF ANTI-
PERSONNEL MINES, IN TERMS OF THOUSANDS, ALONG EVERY
AVENUE OF APPROACH WITHIN THE SPECIFIED AREA, AND THE
REPETITIVE SEEDING OF MORE THOUSANDS OF MINES.
70 AT THIS POINT IT MAY BE OBSERVED THAT, TO DO ALL
OF THIS, WOULD PROBABLY TAKE ALL OF THE OFFENSIVE
AERIAL RESOURCES WE HAVE, AND THAT THERE WOULD BE
NOT HING LEFT FOR ANYTHING ELSE. WHETHER OR. NOT
THIS IS SO IN AN ABSOLUTE SENSE, I DO NOT KNOW. IF
IT IS, I BELIEVE THE DIVERSION OF MEANS IS NOT ONLY
JUST IFIED BUT ESSENTIAL. IT COULD BE THAT WE EITHER
DELIVER OUR MEN FROM THE DESTRUCTION THEY ARE
SUFFERING FROM AN ENEMY THEY CANNOT THEMSELVES
ELIMINATE, OR THE U. S. PEOPLE MAY MAKE THE WHOLE
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1. (S) I HAVE EXAMINED THE RECOMMEND AT IONS PPO POSED IN THE
REFERENCE AND AM IN RECORD WITH YOUR PLAN TO MOVE THE 5TH
MARINES WITH TWO BATTALI NS TO THE NORTH AND TO CONCENTRATE THE
SLF'S IN THAT SAME AREA.

2. (S) AFTER MY VISIT TO THE 3D MARINE DIVISION YESTERDAY. MY
OPINION IS CONFIRMED THAT MANY PROFITABLE TARGETS EXIST IN THUA
THIEN QUANG TRI AREA WHICH SHOULD BE HIT BEFORE THE FULL WEIGHT OF
THE NORTHEAST MONSOON SETS IN.II AM CONCERNED OVER THE INDICATIONS
OF AN ENEMY BUILDUP IN BASE AREA 101 - HAI LANG FOREST. THIS
POSES A DANAGEROUS THREAT TO THE LOC TO QUANG TRI AND TO THE NEW
AIRFIELD LOGISITC BA SE IN THAT AREA.

3. (S) IT IS MY INTENTION TO RETAIN THE IST OF THE 101ST IN III
MAF UNTIL AT LEAST 1 NOVEMBER, AT WHICH TIME I WILL MAKE A

PAGE 2 RUMSAW 4313U SECRET
DECISION ON ITS SUBSEQUENT EMPLOYMENT BASED ON WEATHER , ENEMY
THREAT, AND A CONSIDERATION OF THE OVERALL EMPLOYMENT OF FORCES
IN I CTZ. IN THE INTERIM, YOU SHOULD MAKE MAXIVUM USE OF ALL
AVAILABLE FORCES IN THE TWO NORT HERN PROVINCES. YOUR PLAN TO
ADJUST THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE
AMERICAL DIVISION WOULD FACILITATE THESE MOVES.

4. (S) I HAVE ALLERTED GENERAL ROUSON TO BE PREPARED TO
EXPAND THE PER SHING AO INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NGAI, IF REQUIRED.

5. (S) YOUR RECOMMENDATI ION CONCERNING A ROK ARMY BATTALION
IS BEING STUDIED BY MY STAFF .

6. (S) IN SUMMARY, I HAVE NO PLANS TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF
TR00PS IN I CTZ. UPON ARRIVAL OF THE 198TH BRIGADE, A DECISION
WILL BE MADE AS TO THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST BRIGADE OF
THE 101ST. I HEART ILY ENDORSE YOUR PLAN TO MOVE THREE OF FOUR
BAT TALIONS NORTH, AND SUGGEST EAPLY IMPLEMENTAT ION. BE ST REGARD S.
GP-4.
BT
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FOR l.TGEN CUSHMAN FROMLTGEN KRULAKo MARINE CORPS EYES ONl.Yo 
Ao ADM INO III MAl" 24rlJ336Z 
Bo CG FMFPAC 1919rlJ8Z/SEP (PASE?) 
Co CG F~2FPAC230937Z/SEP <PASEP) 
10 REF A ADDS UP TO JUST ABOUT ZERO. WESTY, IN THE FACE 
OF r HE CLEAR NEED FOR MORE TROOPS IN ICTZ 0 HOLDS our THE 
HOPE THAT HE MAY NOT LEAVE YOU \~ITH FEWEIi TI100PS ON 
1 NOVo . . . 
2. 1 BELIEVE IT IS GOING TO TAKE A LOT OF PRESSURE TO 

. MAKE HIM FACE THE FACTS. REF' B IS ONE EXAMPLEo REF C 
IS ANOTHER. ,THE LATTER MESSAGE IS NOW IN CINCPAC'S 
HANDS OFFICIALL Y II ANO HE IS USING. THE INCLUDED 
FOR~1UlA TO WORK ON WESTVo THATMAV HELP, BUT ! 
BELIEVE YOusHOULD CONtINUE TO ADVISE HIM -. ALWAYS 
IN ~JR IT IOO .. OF YOl:JR PRESS ING NEED FOR FOR CES~ USING 

co ttfH::'~J 
'.' '.f 

:~Ji' ES 
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1dryVV PAC876
00 DD KE
DE YYNA 3899 2672221

EXCLUSIVE

ZNY SSSSS
0 2422212 SEP 67
FN CG FMFPAC
TO DD KE/CG III MAF
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM LIGEN KRULAK. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.
A. ADMINO III MAF 2403362
B. CG FMFPAC 191908Z/SEP (PASEP)
C. CG FMFPAC 230937Z/SEP (PASEP)
10 REF A ADDS UP TO JUST ABOUT ZERO. WESTY, IN THE FACE
OF THE CLEAR NEED FOR MORE TROOPS IN ICTZ, HOLDS OUT THE
HOPE THAT HE MAY NOT LEAVE YOU WITH FEWER TR00PS ON
1 NOV.
20 I BELIEVE IT IS GOING TO TAKE A LOT OF PRESSURE TO
MAKE HIM FACE THE FACTS. REF B IS ONE EXAMPLE. REF C
IS ANOTHER. THE LATTER MESSAGE IS NOW IN CINCPAC'S
HANDS OFFICIALLY, AND HE IS USING THE INCLUDED
FORMULA TO WORK ON WESTY. THAT MAY HELP, BUT I

BELIEVE YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO ADVISE HIM - ALWAYS
IN WRITING - OF YOUR PRESSING NEED FOR FORCES; USING

MARINE CORPS EYES ON
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~>'SECRH .... 
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\ ' PAGE. ~ YYNA 3899 SE eRE T . 

FACTS AND .51 AT 151ICS TO BUTTRESS YOUR CASE. 
3. NEW SUBJECT 0 IT MIG HT 8E WELL FO~ YOU TO REVIEW 
YOUR NEEDS fOR TARGET ACQUISIT ION MEANS OF EVE~Y SORT Il 
AND MAKE '1'J:I~ REQUIREMENT KNOWN., 
4, ANOl HER NE\4 SUBJECT 0 THE QUESf ION Of' JUST HOW THE 

'/./ MARINES· GOT TO PLACES LIKE CON THIEN, KHE SANH AND 
I'"/' GID LIN I~ THE FIRST PLACE IS COM ING TO THE FORE. I 
'/./ KNOW 9 AND YOU KNO~l!1 THAT WE ARE THEREBECAUS~ WESTY . 
'// FORCED LEW TO MAKE THE DEPLOYMENts, AND AGAINST HIS 
1'./ WI1.L A[lJD RECOMMENDAT IONS. IT IS IMPORTANT FOR YOU NOW 

TO DIG OUl AS MUCH DOCUMENTATION· AS YOU CAN. WE 
ARE GOING TO NEED IT. . 
50 AND FINAtL Y; METZGER tiS ~EPORTED COMMENTS TO THE 
PRESS HAVE REALLY BLOWN SKY HIGH. IF HE, IN FACTo SAID 
WHAT HE IS QUOTED AS SAYING, MY REACTIONS ARE THESE~ 

A. HE IS PRETTY ~lUCH CORRECfo:· . 
SOl TO SAY MUCH THINGS PUBLIClY WAS UNNECESSARY p 

UN!' IMEL Yp IMPRUDE NT AND A SOURCE OF D I~ECT COMFORT 
AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE ENEMYo . 
I WOULD HOPE THAT HE: IS GROSSLY M ISQUOTEDo,' LET 

V~ PAGE :3 YYNA .. 3899 SEC RET 
~ ME KNOW WHAT tHE SCORE IS AS SOON AS YOU CANo AND 
~~ I WILt ABSORB AS MUCH OF THE FLAK AS POSSIBLEo 
~ 60····· Ci/Est LA GUERREo WARClJ REGARDS., . 

~ ~'4 .. 

~ ~ 
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SECRET

PAGE 2 YYNA 3899 S E CRET
FACTS AND STATISTICS TO BUTTRESS YOUR CASE.
30 NEW SUBJECT. IT MIGHT BE WELL FOR YOU TO REVIEW
YOUR NEEDS FOR TARGET ACQUISITION MEANS OF EVERY SORT,
AND MAKE THE REQUIREMENT KNOWN.
40 ANOTHER NEW SUBJECT. THE QUESTION OF JUST HOW THE
MARINES GOT TO PLACES LIKE CON THIEN, KHE SANK AND
GIO LIN IN THE FIRST PLACE IS COMING TO THE FORE. I

KNOW, AND YOU KNOW, THAT WE ARE THERE BECAUSE WESTY
FORCED LEW TO MAKE THE DEPLOYMENTS, AND AGAINST HIS
WILL AND RECOMMENDATIONS. IT IS IMPORTANT FOR YOU NOW

TO DIG OUT AS MUCH DOCUMENTATION AS YOU CAN. WE
ARE GOING TO NEED IT.
5. AND FINALLY; METZGER'S REPORTED COMMENTS TO THE
PRESS HAVE REALLY BLOWN SKY HIGH. IF HE, IN FACT SAID
WHAT HE IS QUOTED AS SAYING, MY REACTIONS ARE THESE:

A. HE IS PRETTY MUCH CORRECT.
B. TO SAY MUCH THINGS PUBLICLY WAS UNNECESSARY,

UNITIMELY, IMPRUDENT AND A SOURCE OF DIRECT COMFORT
AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE ENEMY.
I WOULD HOPE THAT HE IS GROSSLY MISQUOTED. LET

PAGE 3 YYNA 3899 SECRET
ME KNOW WHAT THE SCORE IS AS SOON AS YOU CAN, AND
I WILL ABSORB AS MUCH OF THE FLAK AS POSSIBLE.
Go C'EST LA GUERRE. WARM REGARDS.
GP- 4
BT
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vs . ~~'~:src,RH _ 
~ 00 RUMHMF 

. ~~/~~~~~~A 4174 2692155 K:: 
o 262135Z SEP 61 t~ 
FM CG FMFPAC 
TO RUMHMF"/CG III MAl' 
BT 
SEC RET SPECAI EXCLUSIVE F"OR LIGEN qUSHMAN FROM LIGEN KRULAKo 
MAR INE CORPS EYES ONL Yl. Y 
Ae ~ACV 2G!1~6Z . . 
1 .. I HAVE JUST RECEIVED THE I'OLLO\lJING mOM WESTMORELAND .. 
QUOTEg ': ' 
10 (u) I APPRECIATE YOUR EVALUATION Of rHc:' SITUATION IN 1 eTZ. 
2 .. (5) AS YOU KNOW, 1 HAVE MADE MAJOR MOVES OVER THE PAST 
FIVE MONTHS TO INCREASE T HE COMB A1 POINE.q I N THAT AHEAo 51 NeE· 
APRIL .. APPROXIMATEL.Y l1003~ u.s. ARMY GROUND FORCES HAVE BEEN 
SHIFTED TO III MAF" ALSO, NEARLY 5,Zi01J ADDITIONAL MARINES WERE 
PROVIDED FROM 9TH MAS .. THIS REPRESENT[p AN IN.CREASE OF NEARLY 
FIFTY PERCENT IN GROUND COMBAT STRENGTH. IN u.S. MANEUVER 
BATTALIONS IT R€PRESENTED AN INCREASE "FROM EIGHTEEN TO THIRTY'" 
TWO. THESE RE INFORCEMENTS Il IN MY OPINED-Nil SAVED THE SITUATION IN 
I crz 0 'l" 

3. (S) AT PH ESENT, I HAVE NO 1 NTENT ION'OF RED'~CI NG THE COMBAT 

,-~------.-~-.---.--.--.. ---.---.---..... '--. - -,.-
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SECRET
VS
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EXCLUSIVE

DE RUHHEMA 4174 2692135
ZNY SSSSS
0 262135Z SEP 67
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TO RUMHMF/CG III MAF
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM LIGEN KR ULAK.
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYLY
A. MACV 2631062
1. I HAVE JUST RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING FROM WESTMORELAND.
QUOTE:
1. (U) I APPRECIATE YOUR EVALUATION OF THE SITUATION IN I CTZ.
2. (S) AS YOU KNOW, I HAVE MADE MAJOR MOVES OVER THE PAST
FIVE MONTHS TO INCREASE THE COMBAT POWER IN THAT AREA. SINCE
APRIL. APPROXIMATELY 17,032 U.S. ARMY GROUND FORCES HAVE BEEN
SHIFTED TO !II MAF. ALSO, NEARLY 5,000 ADDITIONAL MARINES WERE
PROVIDED FROM 9TH MAB. THIS REPRESENTED AN INCREASE OF NEARLY
FIFTY PERCENT IN GROUND COMBAT STRENGTH. IN U.S. MANEUVER
BATTALIONS IT REPRESENTED AN INCREASE "FROM EIGHTEEN TO THIRTY-
TWO. THESE RE INFORCEMENTS, IN MY OPINSON, SAVED THE SITUATION IN
I CTZ.
3. (S) AT PRESENT, I HAVE NO INTENTION OF REDUCING THE COMBAT

MARINE UNI
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~-~~',-~, . - --~ SECRET 
~ PAGE 2 RUHHFtoIA4174 SEC RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR HCEO 
;r~ SfRENTH OF III MAF., AFTER THE 1981H BDll: AR~IVES IN COUNTRY IN 

~
LI"iI"~..1 Mm--ocToBER, I ~'ILLqE .. EVALUATE THE SITUA1;ION AND MAKE A DECISION 
V/' ON THE FUIURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST BDE OF' THE UJ1ST. 

AT r HE SA~lE TIME 9 I WILL REcoEV At UATE 
tHE REQUIREMENT FOR THE CONTINUED USE OF THE 9TH MAB ASSETS IN ... 
COUNTRVe MY PRESENT OPINION IS THAT WE WILL NEED TO RETAIN THE 
WHOLE FORCE INDEFINITELY. ON THIS, I·WOULD ANTICIPATE .YOU~ SUPPORtu 
40 (9) AnER VISIT ING DONG HA, CAl1P CARROLl. AND KHE SANH 
LASf FRIDAY, AOOTALKING wITH THE' COMMANDERS ON THE GROUNJ).g I 
WAS CONVINCED THAT WE NEED THREE OR FOUR MORE BATTALIONS NORTH OF 
AI VANo I HAVE APP~OVED A PROPOSAL OF GENERAL CUSHMAN TO MOVE 
THE ~TH MAR INES AND AN SLF NORTH, \\IHILEEXTE[IlDING THE AME~ yeAN 
DIVAO TO THE SOUTHERN P·ORTION OF QUANG NAM. GENERAL ROYSON 
HAS" BEEN ALERTED TO THE CONTINGENCY OF MOV ING A BR IGADE OF THE 
1St CA\I INTQ SOuTHERN QUANGNGAlo 
50 (U) PLANS FOR STRENG! FNING THE COMBAT OPERATING BASES 
AND stRONG POINTS IN NORtHERN QUANG TRI ARE PROGRESSINGo TWO 
ADDITIONAL ARVN AIRBORNE BATTALYOt\lS.-·HAVE BEEN SENT NORTH DURING 
THE PAST WEEKo THERE ARE NOW FIVE OF 'EIGHT VN GENERAL RESERVE 
AIRBORNE BATTALIONS INHI eTZ., BY i NOVEMBER,' THE 2D AR\lN 

PAGE J RUHHFr-JA4174 S EC RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO 
REGIMENT OF FOUR BATTALIONS SHOULD BE READY TO OCCUpy THREE 
BATTALION STRONG POINTS AND ONE OB, 
60 q» 'THROUGH THEW U1TER MONTHS, WHILE CONDUCTING OFFENSIVE 
OPERATIONS IN II AND III CORPS~ I WILL RETAIN THE ABILITY TO 
REINFORCE IU MAl" wITH A BRIGADE IF"THE SItUATION ~EQUIRES ITo 
BY NEXT MA'WH/APqIL, I PLAN ON SENDING THE 1ST CAV INTO I elZ 
FOR THE ENTIRE PERIOD OF FAVORABLE WEATHER DU~ING 19680 
UNQUOTE 
GP ... 4 
BT 

--_._-------_ ... _------------
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SECRET

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA4174 S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
STRENTH OF III MAF. AFTER THE 198TH BDE ARRIVES IN COUNTRY IN

MID-OCTOBER, I WILL RE-EVALUATE THE SITUATION AND MAKE A DECISION
ON THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST BDE OF THE 101ST.
AT THE SAME TIME, I WILL RE-EVALUATE
THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE CONTINUED USE OF THE 9TH MAB ASSETS IN-
COUNTRY. MY PRESENT OPINION IS THAT WE WILL NEED TO RETAIN THE
WHOLE FORCE INDEFINITELY. ON THIS, I WOULD ANTICIPATE YOUR SUPPORT.
4. (S) AFTER VISITING DONG HA, CAMP CARROLL AND KHE SANK
LAST FRIDAY, AND TALKING WITH THE COMMANDERS ON THE GROUND: I

WAS CONVINCED THAT WE NEED THREE OR FOUR MORE BATTALIONS NORTH OF
AI VAN. I HAVE APPROVED A PROPOSAL OF GENERAL CUSHMAN TO MOVE
THE 5TH MARINES AND AN SLF NORTH, WHILE EXTENDING THE AMERICAN
DIV AO TO THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF QUANG NAM. GENERAL ROYSON
HAS BEEN ALERTED TO THE CONTINGENCY OF MOVING A BRIGADE OF THE
1ST CAV INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NGAI.
5. (U) PLANS FOR STRENGT FNING THE COMBAT OPERATING BASES
AND STRONG POINTS IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI ARE PROGRESSING. TWO
ADDITIONAL ARVN AIRBORNE BATTALIONS: HAVE BEEN SENT NORTH DURING
THE PAST WEEK. THERE ARE NOW FIVE OF EIGHT VN GENERAL RESERVE
AIRBORNE BATTALIONS INHI CTZ. BY 1 NOVEMBER, THE 2D AR V N

PAGE 3 RUNHFMA4174 E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
REGIMENT OF FOUR BATTALIONS SHOULD BE READY TO OCCUPY THREE
BATTALION STRONG POINTS AND ONE OB:
60 (S) THROUGH THE WINTER MONTHS, WHILE CONDUCTING OFFENSIVE
OPERATIONS IN II AND III CORPS, I WILL RETAIN THE ABILITY TO
REINFORCE III MAF WITH A BRIGADE IF THE SITUATION REQUIRES IT.
BY NEXT MARCH/APRIL, I PLAN ON SENDING THE 1ST CAV INTO I CTZ
FOR THE ENTIRE PERIOD OF FAVORABLE WEATHER DURING 1968.
UNQUOTE
GP-4
BT
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00 RUMHMF 
DE RUHHFMA 4189 2692345 

~N~6~~~~~ SEP 6 ft O~~iJ~ 
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tl 
SEC RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOq LTGEN CUSHMAN FROM LTGEN 
KRULAK. MAR INE CORPS EYES ONLY /II . 

A" CS III MAY 251142Z/SEP67 ' 
80 CG FM Ii' FA C. 23093 7Z1 SE P6 7 ..• 
R. THE LAST TIME I WAS IN'RVN I SAW A CONSIDERABLE 
LOSS OFMAMPOWER IN tHE REPLACEMENT/ROTA! ION/R&R . 
SYSTEM~ REFLECtING ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS 1M THE 
~C AND IN ~HE SEVERAL. MAJOR UNITS, WHICH. ADDED UP TO 
THOUSANDS OF MANoDAYS PER MONTH. AT THAT TIME 
I·SA-IO THAT I COUlD NO!!) IN GOOD CONSCIENCE, SUPPO~T 
OR GENERATE PlEAS FOR MORE MAR INES UN! It WE 
CLEANED UP THE DISAR~AYo I AM SUIlE THAT MUCH HAS SINCE 
BEEN DONE, BUt I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE ·THE FACTS BEFORE r 
TAKE MY POSITION ON REF A WITH CINCPACo INCIDENTALLY, 
I WOUL.D HAVE WELCO~lED SOME ADVANCE WARNING O~ THE 
CONTENT or THAT MESSAGEo 

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA4U89 S E C.R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FO~ MCEO 
20 THE DMZ SITUATION IS'$TIlt BOILING. THE A'RMY IS 
ENRAGED AT REF Bo PRIVATSLYWE HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT 
THEIR DISSAT ISFACTION IS ,:THAT IT pqOPOSES WHAT WESTY 
SHOULD HAVE DONE OM!HS.OWN, LONG SINCE., 
30 r HE ARMY HAS fA KE N A POSITION ON THE DMZ II tv HICH IS 
BEING REPEATED BLUNTLY" BOTH HERE AND' IN WASHINGTON. 
IT IS AS FOLLOW S~ 

Ao tHERE IS NO SHOqTAGE OF FORCE'S IN NORTHERN ICrZo 
THE pqOBlE~l IS ONE OF TACT lCSo 

.Bo THE MAIUI\1ES HAVE A BEACH~HEAD ATTITUDE p AND ARE 
SITT 100 IN THEIR HOLES AT CON TH·IENo IF THEY MOVED ABOUT 
AND MA~~UVERED TO CUT UP THE ENEMY, THER~ WOULD BE NO 
PROBLEM~ 

Co ~lOST Of THE FIRE ON THE MARINE POSITIONS IS (\jORTAR 
FIRE, WHICH THEY COULD ABATE IF TMEY WOULD MANEUVER 
OFFE NSI VEL V.~ '. "b 

40 I HAVE COUNTERED THE ABOVE BY PRESENTING FACTS ON 
WHERE OUR FORCES ARE g ANDWHAf THEY ARE DOING Hl TE~MS 
OF OFFENSIVE MANEUVERo POINTING our THAT ONLY /Ii SMALL 
FRACTiON ARE MANNING...JilQ.. LIN AND CON THIEN; THAT 

~ , 
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DE RUHHFMA 4189 2692345
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

0 2623452 SEP 6
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TO RUMHMF/CG III MAF
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM LTGEN
KRULAK. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.
A. CG III MAF 251142Z/SEP67
B. CG FMFPAC 230937Z/SEP67
lo THE LAST TIME I WAS IN RVN I SAW A CONSIDERABLE
LOSS OF MANPOWER IN THE REPLACEMENT/ROT AT ION/R&R
SYSTEM, REFLECTING ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS IN THE
FLC AND IN THE SEVERAL MAJOR UNITS, WHICH ADDED UP TO
THOUSANDS OF MAN-DAYS PER MONTH. AT THAT TIME
I SAID THAT I COULD NOT, IN GOOD CONSCIENCE, SUPPORT
OR GENERATE PLEAS FOR MORE MARINES UNT IL WE
CLEANED UP THE DISARRAY. I AM SURE THAT MUCH HAS SINCE
BEEN DONE, BUT I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE FACTS BEFORE I
TAKE MY POSITION ON REF A WITH CINCPAC. INCIDENTALLY,
I WOULD HAVE WELCOMED SOME ADVANCE WARNING ON THE
CONTENT OF THAT MESSAGE.

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA4189 SECRET T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
2. THE DMZ SITUATION IS STILL BOILING. THE ARMY IS
ENRAGED AT REF B. PRIVATELY WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT
THEIR DISSATISFACTION IS THAT IT PROPOSES WHAT WESTY
SHOULD HAVE DONE ON HIS TOWN, LONG SINCE.
3. THE ARMY HAS TAKEN A POSITION ON THE DMZ, WHICH IS
BEING REPEATED BLUNTLY, BOTH HERE AND IN WASHINGTON.
IT IS AS FOLLOWS:

A. THERE IS NO SHORTAGE OF FORCES IN NORT HERN ICIZ.
THE PROBLEM IS ONE OF TACTICS.

B. THE MARINES HAVE A BEACH-HEAD ATTITUDE, AND ARE
SITTING IN THEIR HOLES AT CON THIEN. IF THEY MOVED ABOUT
AND MANEUVERED TO CUT UP THE ENEMY, THERE WOULD BE NO
PROBLEM.

C. MOST OF THE FIRE ON THE MARINE POSITIONS IS MORTAR
FIRE, WHICH THEY COULD ABATE IF THEY WOULD MANEUVER
OFFENSIVELY,
40 I HAVE COUNTERED THE ABOVE BY PRESENTING FACTS ON
WHERE OUR FORCES ARE, AND WHAT THEY ARE DOING IN TERMS
OF OFFENSIVE MANEUVER, POINTING OUT THAT ONLY A SMALL
FRACTION ARE MANNING GIO LIN AND CON THIEN: THAT
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• PAGE 3 RUHHfMA4i 89 SEC 'RE f SPECA! EXcLuSIVE FOR MeEO 
THESE AllE POINTSA"'2 AND A ... 4 OM .WESTY" $ sr~()NG 
POINT SYS1'E~9 THAT HE HAS DIRECTED THAt THEY BE 
OCCUPIED g AND THAT CINqPAC HAS . CONCURRED 8 THA! 
THE fIlA1UNE.S HAVE NO EMOTIONAl. ATTACHMENT .AT ALL TO THESE 
DUNENCESs tHA1'WE ARE ONLY IN THE DMZ. AREA BECAUSE IT 
IS OOAC\I POLICY to SECURE ROutE 9~ WHICH Act . , 
CAMNor' BE CONSumMATED W UHOUT PUTT ING LARGE 
FORCES NO~iH OF tHE ROAD; THAT WE DO NOT Hiwi.: 
ENOUGH fORCES THERE !\lOW; THAt IF WESTY WANTS TO . 
GIVE UP J>lOUTE 9 III mAIO' CAN W XTHD~AW 10 ANY POSiT ION HE 
DESIRE So. AND I HAVE BROADCAST TO ALL WHO \If ItL lISTEN, THAT 70 
PERCEm' :OP' THF; FIRE IN THE DMZ AREA IS' ARrrlLE~Y£l 8 PERCENT 
ROCKET A~D ONL Y 22 PERCENt MORT.ARo .'. 
50 NEVg'RTHElESS g WE ARE GOIMG TO HAVE TO. BUTrRESS OUR 
CASE IN EVERY WAY WE CANo IN THIS REGARD, blYL.t YOU 
PLEASE SEND ME A MESSAGE WHICH DETAIlS;THE NArU~E 
OF OURAC'rIVE DEFENSE IN THE CON THIEN ... GIO LIN 
AREAl) PORrRAYK~G SPECiFICALL. Y HOW IT IS BEING 
PUR SUED e ONE POINT fl B~OUGHT UP BY THE AR[rJYHE~E 
YESTERDAY II . WAS THAT OUR ARTU.I..ERY SITS. IN nSHOlES g 

PAGE 4 RUHHF~A4189 SEC RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MeEO 
SiRV INS 'AS PIN ... POI Nt COUNTEqSATTERY. TARGETS., WHILE 
THE ENEM Y MOVES HIS ARTXLLERY ABOUT ~ MY RESPONSE WAS TO 
DISAGREE ,AND TELL HO~J I HAD SEEN O\,IR ART IU.ERY MOVE OFF AND 
AROUND .GIO tIN WHEN OUT THERE Two TRIPS AGOo 
COULD YOU GIVE ME MORE ONTHIS1 
6. I HAVE JUS! SENT YOU WESTY'$ ANSWER. TO MY 
19190BZo WOULD WELCOOOE SUGGESTION 'AS TO ANY ... 
rHING I MICH(p, 00 FURTHE;R TO HE1..Pe WARM. REGA~DSo 
GP .. 4 
Bi' 
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THESE ARE POINTS A-2 AND A-4 ON WESTY'S STRONG
POINT SYSTEM; THAT HE HAS DIRECTED THAT THEY BE
OCCUPIED, AND THAT CINCPAC HAS CONCURRED; THAT
THE MARINES HAVE NO EMOTIONAL ATTACHMENT AT ALL TO THESE
EMINENCES: THAT WE ARE ONLY IN THE DMZ. AREA BECAUSE IT
IS MACV POLICY TO SECURE ROUTE 9g WHICH ACT
CANNOT BE CONSUMMATED WITHOUT PUTTING LARGE
FORCES NORTH OF THE ROAD; THAT WE DO NOT HAVE
ENOUGH FORCES THERE NOW$ THAT IF WESTY WANTS TO
GIVE UP ROUTE 9 III MAF CAN WITHDRAW TO ANY POSITION HE
DESIRES. AND I HAVE BROADCAST TO ALL WHO WILL LISTEN, THAT 70
PERCENT OF THE FIRE IN THE DMZ AREA IS ARTILLERY, 8 PERCENT
ROCKET AND ONLY 22 PERCENT MORTAR.
5o NEVERT HELESS, WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO. BUTTRESS OUR
CASE IN EVERY WAY WE CAN. IN THIS REGARD, WILL YOU
PLEASE SEND ME A MESSAGE WHICH DETAILS.THE NATURE
OF OUR ACTIVE DEFENSE IN THE CON THIEN a GIO LIN
AREA, PORTRAYING SPECIFICALLY HOW IT IS BEING
PURSUED. ONE POINT, BROUGHT UP BY THE ARMY HERE
YESTERDAY, WAS THAT OUR ARTILLERY SITS IN ITS HOLES,
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SERV ING AS PIN-POINT COUNTERBATTERY TARGETS, WHILE
THE ENEMY MOVES HIS ARTILLERY ABOUT. MY RESPONSE WAS TO
DISAGREE, AND TELL HOW I HAD SEEN OUR ARTILLERY MOVE OFF AND
AROUND GIO LIN WHEN OUT THERE TWO TRIPS AGO.
COULD YOU GIVE ME MORE ON THIS?
6. I HAVE JUST SENT YOU WESTY'S ANSWER TO MY
1919082. WOULD ELCOME SUGGESTION AS TO ANY-
THING I MIGHT DO FURTHER TO HELP. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYFM CG FMFPAC
TO DDKE/CG III MAF
BE
THO S E CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM
LTGEN KRULAK. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
10 FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A BACK-CHANNEL FROM
SHARP TO WESTMORELAND
QUOTE:
As CG FMFPAC 2309372 SEP 67 (PASEP)
B. CINCPACELT 2422422 SEP 67 (PASEP)
Co CINCPACFLI 2422412 SEP 67 (PASEP)
lo I HAVE GIVEN DEEP AND SERIOUS CONCERN TO THE SITUATION
IN THE DMZ REGION, AS I KNOW YOU HAVE.
2. REF A CONTAINS THE RECONMENDATIONS OF CS FMFPAC
TO CINCPACELT. CINCPACFLT HAS EXPRESSED HIS VIEWS
TO ME, AND I HAVE PASSED HIS MESSAGE TO YOU. HE HAS
ALREADY TAKEN ACTION TO MAKE MAXIMUM NAVAL GUNFIRE
AVAILABLE ALONG THE DMZ. REF CD.
3. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT I HAVE THE BENEFIT OF YOUR VIEVS IN

PAGE 2 YYNA 4291 TOPSECRET
THE PREPARATION OF A COORDINATED RECOMMENDATION FOR THE
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF. THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A
DIRECTED COURSE OF ACTION IS IN PREPARATION AT THAT LEVEL.
4. FROM A CONSENSUS OF YOUR EARLIER VIEWS, THE SERIES OF RECENT
PMFPAC/FLEET MESSAGES, AND MY OUN CONSIDERED OPINION, I THINK
WE ARE IN AGREEMENT THAT THE CASUALTY LEVEL CURRENTLY BEING
EXPERIENCED BY OUR FORCES IN THE DMZ REGION IS BECOMING INCREAS-
INGLY GRAVE. UNLESS THIS CASUALTY RATE CAN BE REDUCED QUICKLY AND
IN VERY SUBSTANTIAL DEGREE, THE OPERATIONAL BENEFITS NOW BEING

QHIEVED IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ ARE NOT CON-
SISTENT WITH THE LOSSES INCURRED.
5. OUR FORCES ARE so CLOSE TO THE DMZ THAT THEY ARE NOW AT SERIOUS
TACTICAL DISADVANTAGE BE CAUSE THE ENEMY HAS A REAR AREA THAT IS
SECURE AGAINST OUR GROUND MANEUVER. IN HIS REAR AREA NE HAS A
HEAVY CONCENTRATION OF ARTILLERY WHICH IS FIRING INTO FRIENDLY POSI-
TIONS THAT ARE FIXED AND EXPOSED TO ENEMY OBSERVATION. THIS ARTILLERY
THREAT UNDER EXISTING RESTRAINTS CAN BE COUNTERED ONLY BY AIR,
ARTILLERY AND NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT. WHILE II IS REALIZED THAT YOU
HAVE CONCENTRATED B52 STRIKES IN THIS AREA AND HAVE MADE A MAJOR
TACTICAL AIR AND ARTILLERY EFFORT, THE RESULTS THUS FAR HAVE NOT BEEN
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'/ EFFECt IVE IN REDUCING THE LEVEL OF. ENE[lJY FI~E.., • " 
/. &, IT SEEr4S TO r4E'THAT tHE I~1MEDIATE AMD SERIOUS NATURE: OF THIS ~ 
'/ SITUAT ION REQUIRES 'utAT OVERRIDING PRIOR lTY' FOR THE USE OF AU. Fr~E ' " ' 
// SUPPOR!'RESOUFfCESAVAIlABtE TO YOU BE ASSIGNED TO THIS tASJto . ."-
/" EXCEPT FOR MOST URGENT AIR SUPPORT REGlUr~EMENTS IN OTHEIt AREAS!} ~ 
, / IN",COUNrRV'TACTICAL AIR AND ARC LIGHT RESOURCES SHOULD BE '- " 
//. UfltIZED TO tHE Lluurs OF TACTICAL fEASIBIlITY AGAINST tHIS THREATo ",,-

At.i..'AVAn.ASl.E NaF RESOURCES SHOULD BE CONCENt~ArEDAGAINST ~ 
'/ 

THOSE PORtIONS OF THIS AREA W trHIN THEIRRANGEg CXNC?ACFl r " . 

'/ 
HAS MADE SEA DRAGON FO?CES AVAILABLE FOR USE IN THIS AREA., • '\ 

'/ 

,RECONNAISSANCE CAPASU. l!!ES1) INTELLIGENCE ffESOW'?CES AND AI~ ~~ 
OOr..lfR01. FA'CILIT IES AND P110CEDURES ARE. TO BE ru:a·orU£NTED AS 
NECESSARY TO tfESPOND AS EFFECTIVEl:V AS POUCHBLEo ' 

/ 7Q' IN ORDER TO DESTROY ENE~lY MAtERIAL AND SUPPLIES g INFLICT ~ 
, / fERSONNEl LOSSES AN!) n~PEDE HIS FREEDOf·1 OF ~]O\lE~ENr IN YHIS \.. ' 
/', AREA TO A DEGREE NOT PREVIOUSLY AiTEMPTE0 9 AIR OPE~ATIONS ON A ,,\ 
/ SCALE GREAtER THAN EVER CONl'E~'lP!.A1ED BEFORE FOR THIS ~EGION ~ 

7" 
WILL BE REQUIREDo I WilL PROVIDE SUCH AUGr4ENTATION TO nns Efi'FO~r " ... 
AS CANaE USEFULLY EMPlOYED~ TKE~EWILL BE A PROBLEM OF CONe . "-7 TROLLING FIRES Of THE VAR IOUS FOR CES, IN THIS RELA'tIVEL Y SI'! ALL ARE A \ 

/ 
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WHICK 'BtL NEED ctOSE ArrENT lONe, j • '\ 
3D SHOULD THE FQllEC30INa ACTIONS FAIL TO RELiEVE PROf1PlL Y AND ~ 

'/ 
SAT ISFAClORIJ.. Y THE SItUATION IN TI1E.J[M~lEDIATE AREA SOUF OF tHE " ' 
D~12: g A CHANGE n~ THE CURRENT POSTURE' Ol" FntED POn;}! DEFENSE H~, " '\ 

// tHE AREA WHICH l40ULD RESTORE TO OUR OWN FORCES THOSE: TACTXCAL ~:\ 
Ai)\lANrAGES iNHERENT IN OUR SUPERIOl1 MOBILITY AND FIRE PO~ER 
MAV BE ~~CESSARY~ WHYLE A PROBABLE ~EDUC!ION IN CONTROL OVER 

/ SOME tERRAIN HJ rKE AREA IMMEDIATEL. Y SOUTH Or, THE' D(~Z COULD '\ 

/ 
BE EXPEctED p :n DOES NOT APPEAR THAT AN OVER,:"ALL 'INCREASE IN THE "-
THREAt TO fRllHlDi. Y ;PORCES WOUl.D f\~CESSARn. V ACCRUJ!/J "-

/ 90 tKE PROBLEr~ OF HEAVY CASUALTIES, IN X CO'iPS DOES NOr APPEAR ~ 
/ CONFINED !OTHE D~lZo NVA fi'ORCES CONTINUE TO XNFltTRAiiEINl'Or COllPS \.. ' 

//. IN SIZEABLE NUMBERSo THEY CONTINUE TO OPERATE, EI;FECTXVELY AND IN • "-
/. WORCE AGAINSt FRIENDLY BASE AREAS M~D 1. HIES: OF COl!ll'1UN!CA!XCH~0 ~~ 
/ 

MORtAR AND ROCKE! A'Ji"fACt{S AGAUJSrXNSTAl.f,nXONS THROUGHOUT TNE' ;." 
CORPS AREA ARE' TAKING A HEAVY l'Oi .. l iN SUPPLIES DEstROYED AND~ ARE 

/ INn yet iNS NUMEROUS CASUAL fXESVJ AlTMOU13H THeRE ~s' ~Hwn .. AR"ENEr;l'lf, ~'\ 
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EFFECTIVE IN REDUCING THE LEVEL OF. ENEMY FIRE.
Go IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE IMMEDIATE AND SERIOUS NATURE OF THIS
SITUATION REQUIRES THAT OVERRIDING PRIORITY FOR THE USE OF ALL FIRE
SUPPORT RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU BE ASSIGNED TO THIS TASK.
EXCEPT FOR MOST URGENT AIR SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS IN OTHER AREAS,
IN-COUNTRY TACTICAL AIR AND ARC LIGHT RESOURCES SHOULD BE
UTILIZED TO THE LIMITS OF TACTICAL FEASIBILITY AGAINST THIS THREAT.
ALL AVAILABLE NGF RESOURCES SHOULD BE CONCENTRATED AGAINST
THOSE PORTIONS OF THIS AREA WITHIN THEIR RANGE. CINCPACFLT
HAS MADE SEA DRAGON FORCES AVAILABLE FOR USE IN THIS AREA.
RECONNAISSANCE CAPABILITIES, INTELLIGENCE RESOURCES AND AIR
CONTROL FACILITIES AND PROCEDURES ARE TO BE RE-ORIENTED AS
NECESSARY TO RESPOND AS EFFECTIVELY AS POUGIBLE.
70 IN ORDER TO DESTROY ENEMY MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES, INFLICT
PERSONNEL LOSSES AND IMPEDE HIS FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IN THIS
AREA TO A DEGREE NOT PREVIOUSLY ATTEMPTED, AIR OPERATIONS ON A
SCALE GREATER THAN EVER CONTEMPLATED BEFORE FOR THIS REGION
WILL BE REQUIRED. I WILL PROVIDE SUCH AUGMENTATION TO THIS EFFORT
AS CAN BE USEFULLY EMPLOYED. THERE WILL BE A PROBLEM OF CON-
TROLLING FIRES OF THE VARIOUS FORCES IN THIS RELATIVELY SMALL AREA

PAGE 4 YYNA 4291 TOPSECRET
WHICH WILL NEED CLOSE ATTENTION.
8. SHOULD THE FOREGOING ACTIONS FAIL TO RELIEVE PROMPTLY AND
SATISFACTORILY THE SITUATION IN THE. IMMEDIATE AREA SOUF OF THE
DMZ, A CHANGE IN THE CURRENT POSTURE OF FIXED POINT DEFENSE IN
THE AREA WHICH WOULD RESTORE TO OUR OWN FORCES THOSE TACTICAL
ADVANTAGES INHERENT IN OUR SUPERIOR MOBILITY AND FIRE POWER
MAY BE NE CESSARY. WHILE A PROBABLE REDUCTION IN CONTROL OVER
SOME TERRAIN IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ COULD
BE EXPECTED, IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT AN OVER-ALL INCREASE IN THE
THREAT TO FRIENDLY FORCES WOULD NECESSARILY ACCRUE.
So THE PROBLEM OF HEAVY CASUALTIES IN I CORPS DOES NOT APPEAR
CONFINED TO THE DNZ. NV A FORCES CONTINUE TO INFILTRATE INTO East CORPS
IN SIZEABLE NUMBERS. THEY CONTINUE TO OPERATE EFFECTIVELY AND IN
FORCE AGAINST FRIENDLY BASE AREAS AND LINES OF COMMUNICATION.
MORTAR AND ROCKET ATTACKS AGAINST INSTALLATIONS THROUGHOUT THE
CORPS AREA ARE TAKING A HEAVY TOLL IN SUPPLIES DESTROYED AND- ARE
INFLICTING NUMEROUS CASUALTIES. ALTHOUGH THERE is SIMILAR ENEMY
ACTIVITY IN VARYING DEGREE IN OTHER CORPS AREAS, NEITHER THE LEVEL
OF INTENSITY NOR THE NUMBER OF ENEMY FORCES INVOLVED APPEAR TO
BE ON A SCALE COMPARABLE TO THAT IN I CORPS. CONSISTENT WITH
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THIS HIGHER LEVEL OF ENEMY ACTIVITY, THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE AN
INCREASED POTENTIAL FOR INFLICTING RELATIVELY LARGE LOSSES ON THE
ENEMY IF ADDITIONAL FORCES WERE TO BE NOVED INTO THIS CTZ.
10. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT DEPLOYING ADDITIONAL FORCES FOR INCREASING
THE LEVEL OF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN I CORPS WOULD SERVE
TO REDUCE HEAVY ENEMY PRESSURES NOWBEARING ON FRIENDLY POSI-
TIONS IN THE CON THIEN/GIO LINH/DONG HA AREA. I RECOM-
MEND THIS SITUATION BE REVIEWED TO INCLUDE AN APPRAISAL BY CORPS
AREA, OF THE ESTIMATED THREUM, THE CURRENT LEVEL OF ENEMY ACTIVITY,
THE FORCES PRESENTLY COMMITTED AND DEVELOPMENTS TO BE EXPECTED
IN THE NEAR FUTURE. AN EARLY ASSESSMENT OF THE NECESSITY TO
DE FLOY ADDITIONAL FORCES TO THE I CTZ IS REQUESTED.
110 X HAVE JUST BEEN HANDED JOHNNY: JOHNSON'S 2521442 WHICH
CONFIRMS MY PREDICTION IN PRARAGRAPH 30 WARM REGARDS. GP-3
UNQUOTE.
12GP-4
BT
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/
. AtTACKS B'lI' AIR 0 N AL VUNl'!RE A!\lD: A:lTYLLERY TO DESTROY , 

/ 

ENEMY WEAPONS AfID SUPPLIES JIN THE DMZ ~REAG -AND fa IMPEDE HIS " 
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYTO RUMSAK/CG III MAF
BT
TOPSECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN CUSHMAN FROM LIGEN
KRULAK. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.
10 FOLLOWING IS MY 2721052 SEP TO CINCPACFLT ON THE
DMZ/ROUTE PACKAGE I SITUATION:
QUOTE:
A. CG FMFPAC 239937Z/SEP67
B. CINCPACFLT 242247Z/SEP67
C. CG FMFPAC 162233Z/SEP67
D. MACV PRACTICE NINE REQUIREMENTS PLAN (U) DTD

26JAN67 (TS)
COMUSMACV MSG 192217Z/APR67 (TS)E.

F. CINCPAC MONTHLY ASIA AIR OPERATIONS D'IGEST
80 REFERENCE A DISCUSSED A REQUIREMENT FOR MASSIVE
ATTACKS BY AIR, NAVAL VUNFIRE AND ARTILLERY TO DESTROY
ENEMY WEAPONS AND SUPPLIES IN THE DMZ AREA. AND TO IMPEDE HIS
MOVEMENT IN SOUTHERN ROUTE PACKAGE I.
2. REFERENCE B EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE EFFORT PRO-
POSED BY REFERENCE A WOULD PROVIDE ONLY TEMPORARY
RELIEF; THAT IT COULD NOT BE SUSTAINED AND THAT THERE
WOULD BE A RETURN TO THE SITUATION NOW PREVAILING
UPON REDUCTION OF THE FIRE SUPPORT EFFORT. REFERENCE
B REQUESTED COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS ON THOSE
COURSES OF ACTION WHICH SHOULD BE ADOPTED SUBSE-
QUENT TO THE IMMEDIATE FIRE SUPPORT ACTIONS RECOM-
MENDED 0 WELL AS COMMENTS CONCER ING REFERENCE

C, WHICH RECOMMENDED THAT THE TWO MARINE SQUADRONS
AT IWAKUNI NOT BE DEPLOYED TO RVN AT THIS TIME. THIS MESSAGE
RESPONDS TO THE THREE TOPICS ADDRESSED IN REFERENCE B.
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/, ~MD 9 AND PERSIstXNG SINCE EARLY IN TME '-JAR!) HAS BEE[~ 1HE ' . 
/ POLICV THAT ROUTE 9 SHALL BE SECURED ,A~D' KEPT OPE[\lo TO DO THIS, " ' 

/ 
EFFECTIVEL'l RE,QUIRES THE: DEPLOYMENT Of SU95.'l'AI\lTIAlFORCES NORtH . " 

>/ OF THE ROAD 0 1'~D 9 THE NAJOR REOR !El'3IAIl2.Ji OEARV\\] FORCES XO_____'\ 
/ : 1'HE, flD p:F~ORJ IN JAN §11:1 RESULTED, IN:--A8S~TI0fl1~ III MAl" OF '" 

/ 
ARJl.N S£CUR lTY TASKS IN rdOR1'HElHJ 1 Crl., 1\13D fi'INAlL'l& mE stRONG , '" 

/ 
POINT OBSfACLEsi'S!E:M HAS DRAWM u(>so fDRCES :UJTO -tHE D~1Z REGXONII " 

· REF' 0 IS r~f\CV~S ,PRACTICE 9 REQU!R~~EMIS PLA~(> BY REF E , . 

/ 
fiH\~V INFORMED eI NClPAC AND JCS OF HYS :-l1\lTEt'iTION OF, " '" 
IMPLEMENTING tHE DYE MARKER PlAN g GIVING III ~Af RES"" ' 

/ POMSIBILiTY FOR 1'H~ X~ST ~LL.Al10N ~.MtH!IlTENANCE AND. '" ' 

/ 
i'lA"JNING OF' THE SYSTEM g \II,HllCH\}, or CO~SE"o' HlVOl.VED, . '" 

/ 
PROTECTION Oli THE I!l1STAlLXNG FO~CES ~S"ljJtu .. o MARU1E FORCES UJ " 
THE DMZ ARliA A.~E NO'11 MANNING cno ,l-XNH A '0. COM THIEN «stRONG "-

/ 
POHnsAo2 MID A""~ ~N THE 09SiACLt SYST-EM)AS .~ Rfism."l' ' . "" 
OF THESE DE:ClSIONS!) MID. OTHER MARINE FORECES A,tlE . " 

/ r·1f.\MEUVERUlG' HJ THE AREA '10 PROTECT THEY SlRON~ POUltS " . 
/. ~~~~~~ P~OVlDE f)ECUq lTY FOR, :HE DEYE~~mE~,T OF ,THE .' . '" 

/. 40 PARAG.~APH 1 OF'RErERE~CE Bp EXPRESSES,lHEVIJt!11 THAT 0 
/

. THE HEtWY' FIRE SUPPORT EFFORt DESCJHBED HJ REF'~ENCE A" '" 

y" COULD .NOl BE SUSTAHJED ON A PE.~PETUAL '9'~lSo'-:[N THE ~" 
· ABSOl.UTg 'SENSE OF THE TERM PERPETUAL II THIS VIE\~ IS 

/
-. COMCURRED 1M II Bur 9 tHE CURRENT snUIl.TION IS REGMDED 

/ 
LESS AS A PERPETUAL EFFORt tHAN AS AN :.ESSE'NTIAL ' ' " 
DEFENSIVE STEP Mm f~:S A PROFITABLE TActiCAL OPPORTUNITY "-

/ \mICH SHOULD BE EXPLonm FOR WHATEVER '" "-
;/ TIME IT. IS a;;:NEFlCIAl. TO DO 50; 5PECIFIC~L vs ~ 

/ ~ 
/ ~ 
/ ~ 
~ f----------.. ~---·.:.··.. . . 0 
/ 

I~A~~ rF- ~ 
! i~' 4.l b ~'"'' (L. U 1.- 'ji f\ !A. \_.. '" 
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3. BACKGROUND
OUR FORCES ARE DEPLOYED IN NORTHERN GUANG

TRI FOR FOUR PRINCIPAL REASONS. FIRST, COMUSMACV
PERCEIVED AND SPOILED A MAJOR ENEMY INVASION THREAT IN THE
DMZ BY DEPLOYING FORCES FOR THE CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS HASTINGS
AND PRAIRIE IN 1966. THESE FORCES, IN VARYING DENSITIES,
HAVE REMAINED THERE TO FORESTALL SUBSEQUENT ENEMY EFFORTS.
SECOND, AND PERSISTING SINCE EARLY IN THE WAR , HAS BEEN THE
POLICY THAT ROUTE 9 SHALL BE SECURED AND KEPT OPEN. TO DO THIS
EFFECTIVELY REQUIRES THE DEPLOYMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL FORCES NORTH
OF THE ROAD. THIRD , THE MAJOR REORIENTATION OF ARVA FORCES TO
THE RD EFFORT IN JAH 67, RESULTED IN ABSORPTION BY III MAF OF
ARVN SECURITY TASKS IN NORTHERN I CTZ. AND FINALLY, THE STRONG
POINT OBSTACLE SYSTEM HAS DR AWN U.S. FORCES INTO THE DMZ REGION.
REF D IS MACV'S PRACTICE 9 REQUIREMENTS PLAN. BY REF E
MACV INFORMED CINCPAC AND JCS OF HIS INTENTION OF
IMPLEMENTING THE DYE MARKER PLAN, GIVING III MAF RES-
PONSIBILITY FOR THE INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND
MANNING OF THE SYSTEM, WHICH, OF COURSE, INVOLVED
PROTECTION OF THE INSTALLING FORCES AS WELL. MARINE FORCES IN
THE DMZ AREA ARE NOW MANNING GIO LINH A ND CON THIEN (STRONG
POINTS A-2 AND A-4 IN THE 09STACLE SYSTEM) AS A RESULT
OF THESE DECISIONS, AND OTHER MARINE FORECES ARE
MANEUVERING IN THE AREA TO PROTECT THE STRONG POINTS
AND TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
SYSTEM.
4. PARAGRAPH 1 OF REFERENCE B, EXPRESSES THE VIEW THAT
THE HEAVY FIRE SUPPORT EFFORT DESCRIBED IN REFERENCE A
COULD NOT BE SUSTAINED ON A PERPETUAL. BASIS. IN THE
ABSOLUTE SENSE OF THE TERM PERPETUAL, THIS VIEW IS
CONCURRED IN, BUT, THE CURRENT SITUATION IS REGARDED
LESS AS A PERPETUAL EFFORT THAN AS AN ESSENTIAL
DEFENSIVE STEP AND AS A PROFITABLE TACTICAL OPPORTUNITY
WHICH SHOULD BE EXPLOITED FOR WHATEVER
TIME IT IS BENEFICIAL TO DO so; SPECIFICALLY:
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//. . 'fI'©~ ~~CSl'lT~V • " .• ',,~ • 
/ " ~ " ~ 0. (D THE ~E MONSOON HAS PRODUCED HEAVY RAINS \... 
/.1 AND Fl .. OODING IN THE BEN MA! SASINo rI'lPElJ .• IGENCE " 
r / FROM HIGH L.EVeL. SOURCES" AGENTS, DEFEC1'O~So"AND PtlPS ,,~ 

/

/. . DISCLOSES THAT THE ENE~lY IS SUI"FERII\lG FROM .THE \~EArHER 0 HE \: 
IS HM'lPEREJ) BV INUNDATED TRENCHES!)' BUMKERS o A® DUG",IN AAtILL.ERY \.. ' 

/ 
POSIT IOr~S AND HAS LOST FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES FROrl WATER . "\ 

/ 

[)Af1AGEo .FLOODING OF THE SEN HAl AND .·OTH~, RIVERS IS RESTRICTING ~ 
THE MOVE!"iENT OF MEN AND EQU!P~1ENT!) roo :UtE POIWf WHERE , ' 

/ 
SO~E OF IUS UNITS ME ISOl..ATEOo sur PROBABLY Most i~1PORrAl\1t9 . "-

. THESE SAf1E COND IT 10!':S HAVE FOR CIro E:NEl"1-Y T~OOPS F11O~1 THEIR COVER, ~ 
./ DR IVE~J r KE~1 ABOVE G.~OUND MAKI NG THEl'vl MortJ! VULNERA8lE to A,!"lt'ACK , . 

/ 
BY OUR SUPPORt ING ARMSo tHIS t~OUlD THUS APPlU\.q to BE AOO . , 

/ 

OPPORTUNITY FOR THE MASSiVE AND CONTj[!\'IUED EMPlOYMENT OF AIR 9 " 

ART ILi..ERY AND NAVAl.. GUNFIREo tHTH THE ··PROSPECT OF HIGHt. 'If ~ 

/

/ pqOFITA9L.E RESULlSo' (I " 

(2)8EYOND THIS!) THERE IS THE·REtATXVEl.Y CONCENTRAtED ". 

/ 
NAiURE OF T HE ENEr~Y D ISPOSITltOMSo O~lE -:OF QUI? fiR iMlj: ~lIl!!ARY , 

/ 

PURPOSESt:>°REPEATED OFTEN DURING THE PAS! TWO YEARS",,"'IS ' "'-
DEstRUCTION OF TME ENEMYcrS MIL.lrTARY .SuBSTAfIICE: \vHEit IT IS " 

/ 
IN CQNCENTR ArID MID VUU\lERA9lE FOR~H I!~, THE PORt OF HAIPHONG . , 

/ 

FO~ EXAMPl.Eo THIS CONOIlION NO.W oeTAINS', HJ' A ~10DESI :'\ 
DEGREE!! If] THE DMZ AREA -WHERE THE ENEMY·.lS OBlXGAtED TO RE"" " . 

/
. CO~CENTRA'fE HIS PEOPLE, 'H!S WEAPONS 1/ AND: HIS lOGISTIC ,,"-

MEAMS IF HE IS TO HAVE A~yC'HA~CE OF' DR IVH1G US AWAY , 
// OR DESTROYING USo THIS IN TURN HAS RE!:<ttEAT,EJ) THE, 

OPPORTUNITY FOR U3 'fa STRIKE HHrlAS HE. M.ASSES HIS . '\ 
VJEAPONS SUPPLIES A NO pEOPt.Eo IN A lIt~It.ED DEGR EE lJ THin ~ 

/

/ ..... IS \~HAr IS GOING OM.~~Ot1 A[IlD 9 IN TIHS·SENSEd,THE EXECUt!ON OF \,.' 
. INTENSIVE FIRE SUPPORT OPERATIO~S ·SMOUl..O (>lOT 912: RE(H\.~DED , 

/ AS A STOP"'GAP M£ASURE SU! AS A tACT leAL ,?PPORTUNITV 0 :: 

/ 50 PARAGRAPH 2 OF REfERENCE B~REQUESls...COMNE:qTS AND '\ 
/ / RECOMMENDATIONS CONCER filING COURSES OF AC!IONWHltCH ",' 
/ SHOULD BE ·ADOPIIW SUBSEQUENt TO TME MiJOR FIRE SUPPORl 

/ 
EfFORT OUTLINED iN RgFERE~JCE Ao THERE AfiPEAtt TO DE JUS! 
!VIO MAJOR LONG ... YEBM UNDERTA1UNGS THAT '~1ERli DUSCUSSIONg XI~VADE "" 

/

/ NORT H V I ET HAM ANI) IHT HIlR AI) mOM T HE G E~ Ell AI. D liZ All E A ::-

Ao RESPECTING THE AMPHIBIOUS l..iHmiNG AND'!) IG~~ORING "\ 

/

/. POqTICAL FACTORS, THE FOLLOWING POIIN~AR~~~:N~~~ __ ._._, ~ 

/ 

i, r"§~ (,~iF $' or ,./,.,_ (1 ,"","·/'''0, . " 
} t~Y '\ @ 11",. ... t~·".,., \...... ~ ? r. ~ S . ~ , .. " 

'. i i j~ ..... fI Ii, •. , .• ~.' " ., CJ I'N "," " ' 
• ~.~.~~Jl'$ ~___ I ~"" .. _ .. _.-,b ~"Ir\. ,:2L,~",-J . " 
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(1) THE NE MONSOON HAS PRODUCED HEAVY RAINS
AND FLOODING IN THE BEN HAI BASIN. INTELLIGENCE
FROM HIGH LEVEL SOURCES, AGENTS, DEFECTORS, AND PW S
DISCLOSES THAT THE ENEMY IS SUFFERING FROM THE WEATHER. HE
IS HAMPERED BY INUNDATED TRENCHES, BUNKERS, AND DUG-IN ARTILLERY
POSITIONS AND HAS LOST FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES FROM WATER
DAMAGE. FLOODING OF THE BEN KAI AND OTHER RIVERS IS RESTRICTING
THE MOVEMENT OF MEN AND EQUIPMENT , TO THE POINT WHERE
SOME OF HIS UNITS ARE ISOLATED. BUT PROBABLY MOST IMPORTANT,
THESE SAME CONDITIONS HAVE FORCED ENEMY TR.OOPS FROM THEIR COVER,
DRIVEN THEM ABOVE GROUND MAKING THEM MORE VULNERABLE TO ATTACK
BY OUR SUPPORTING ARMS. THIS WOULD THUS APPEAR TO BE AN
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE MASSIVE AND CONTINUED EMPLOYMENT OF AIR ,

ARTILLERY AND NAVAL GUNFIRE, WITH THE PROSPECT OF HIGHLY
PROFITABLE RESULTS.

(2) BEYOND THIS, THERE IS THE RELATIVELY CONCENTRATED
NATURE OF THE ENEMY DISPOSITIONS. ONE OF OUR PRIME MILITARY
PURPOSES REPEATED OFTEN DURING THE PAST TWO YEARS--IS
DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY'S MILITARY SUBSTANCE WHEN IT IS
IN CONCENTRATED AND VULNERABLE FORM; IN THE PORT OF HAIPHONG
FOR EXAMPLE. THIS CONDITION NOW OBTAINS, IN A MODEST
DEGREE, IN THE DMZ AREA WHERE THE ENEMY'IS OBLIGATED TO RE-
CONCENTRATE HIS PEOPLE, HIS WEAPONS, AND HIS LOGISTIC
MEANS IF HE IS TO HAVE ANY CHANCE OF DRIVING US AWAY
OR DESTROYING US. THIS IN TURN HAS RECREATED THE
OPPORTUNITY FOR U3 TO STRIKE HIM AS HE MASSES HIS
WEAPONS SUPPLIES AND PEOPLE. IN A LIMITED DEGREE, THAT
IS WHAT IS GOING ON NOW AND, IN THIS SENSE THE EXECUTION OF
INTENSIVE FIRE SUPPORT OPERATIONS SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED
AS A STOP-GAP MEASURE BUT AS A TACTICAL OPPORTUNITY.

5. PARAGRAPH 2 OF REFERENCE B.REQUESTS, COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING COURSES OF ACTION WHICH
SHOULD BE ADOPTED SUBSEQUENT TO THE MAJOR FIRE SUPPORT
EFFORT OUTLINED IN REFERENCE A. THERE APPEAR TO BE JUST
TWO MAJOR LONG-TERM UNDERTAKINGS THAT MERIT DUSCUSSION: INVADE
NORTH VIETNAM AND WITHDRAW FROM THE GENERAL DMZ AREA

A. RESPECTING THE AMPHIBIOUS LANDING AND IGNORING
POLITICAL FACTORS, THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE PERTINENT:
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;/ '1f©~ ~rn,lS[;lrglJ'. .. .• ' .;'. <~ 
/' ~ 
~ '. " 
/ ~ 
/ (1) IF ~IE r1ADE A LIMITED OBJECTIVE l..ANDING o SAY '\.. ' 

/
. ,SOUTH OF V1NH9 FOR THE P,URPOSE .01' QUI G,Kt. Y .clEANING OUT THE :\. " 

FORCES AND WEAPO!~S FAC! NGUS NOW. AND THE~ RE, TUR Nt filS , ' 
.... / SOUTH OF THE DM-Z II LItTLE DUUABLE .tHLL. fifWE BEEN 

/
/. ACCOf<lPL·ISHEOo tHE EMEMY ~10m.D PROBABLY.8E BAcK \: 

/ 

WHERE HE IS NOW D SHORTLY AFtER \lIE ~lrrHDfH\HQ \~E WOULO . \: 
HAVE HURT MH~ 9 BU! WOULD THE!IJ BE FA~ED. WITH THE PROSPECT OF HAIJ INS '- . 

/ 
TO Ri!>'EXECUTE 'THE LANDING UNDER CIRCUMS!~A4~CES ~vHERi{ . " 

/ 

tHE ~NE:vJ,{ HAD GAINED VALUA8l.E DEFENSIVE EXPER !EMCE () '\ 
(2) IF WE INVADE NOR1'H VIETNAI\(W·XTH THE' PtmPOSE '\.. ' 

/ 
OF REMAINING THERE INDEFIMITELY", THEN 'tHE ENI!JV1V IS FREE TO rACE us ," 

, /,',' VJItH THE 'SAME FORM Of" DESTRUCTIVE FIR~·P'O~}E.l(· \tJE ARE ~ 
/, ENDURH1.G MOW NfiAR' THE DMZ., AS tIJE EXPMJi)' OU~ l.ODGEMENl' TO DESTROY '- . 

/ 
HIS WEAPONS!) Hit: CAl'rWnHDRAt~ NORTHt~ARD ~:'DEFENOING O~ SUCCESSIVE ," 
POSITIONS!? urotU. ~JE ARE lOOKUJG. DIREC'itY"lmO '(U'roI\lA[~ ?ROVHJCE OF • " 

/ 
CHINJ.\o THE STRENG! H<::>SAPPxr~G PROSP1H~TS' OF:: THIS ARE' pORBIDD! NG. '- ' 

/
•. (,5) IN SHORt \) tHERE SEEMS'TO BE· lI1TL~' TACTICAL VIRTUE ," 

1M A LANDING IN [~ORTH VIEnH\M~ UNLESS IT 'IS ESTU1ATED II BV . . " 

/ 
OUR INVADING THEIR HOMELANi)g 'THAT THE-:tIH\UMA \10UL.O' "-

/ 
BE SUFFICIENT TO BRING THE HA~Ol GOVER.t~Ef~1 TO THE . ,-" 
PEACE 1.ABLEo ',~ . " 

/ Be \!InN RESPEct TO DIMHHS1Urm'OUR SiRE!Il~rH :ni 0 
/' NO~THPJUJ QUANG.TRI!) tHE PROBLEM REDUCES" . , ." 

/ 
ITSEl;r TO AN APPRAIS'Al OF THE FOUR FACTORS 1tJHICH BROUGHT "- ' 

/
. ~S tHERE IN THE: FIRST PLACE, (PARA 3A 'ABOVE) PARTICUl.ARl.Y THE "-

['MITERS OF, ROUTf: 9 AND DYE ~lA.~KER 0 'I},. " 

/ ... (1) MACV AMD GV~) STRATli:GYJS THAT .. ROU.IE $' , . 

/ 
IS A CRITICAl. FEATUREs.TOBE PRESERVlP) '1'0 US t)[I,VJ) Dr!~IED . "\ 

/

. . 'TO THE,·El\1E~1.Y() THAT IS ONE OF THE PRIt·1,l!"r..EAS0!l1S '~HY,\ 
COMUSMACV DEPl.OYED FORCES NORTH OF ROUl'E, 9' 1 N THE FIR S1' "-

/ 
PLACEo ROUTE 9 CAN 3£ BHEnD ICIEi> BY- us ,mori! PosnIOr~s 10 '\, 
THE SOUTHlfJARD* HOvlEVER p ITeAM ONLY'BE SECURED BY THE DEPLOYMENT "-

~ Of SIZEABLE fi'R IE NDl.. V FORCES TO tHE' NOR~H OF ·THE: ROAD ~ coco ' , 

/

' .. '/.'. FORCES IN AT l.EA·S! AS FlOCH STRENGTH A~ ARf}'.'THERE: r~O\;J() ," 
/ . (2) T-ACTICAL DISPOSITIO!~S ARE: ,THE ,EXCLUSIVE "\ 

PROVINCE OF THE ilau COMMA~Drn, BUT.1' A~J "SuRE THAT , 

/ 
NEITHrtR COMUSMACV OR CG 1 II ~lAr HAVE AN'fDES!!h: TO ,'\, 
MEMDRIZLIZ£' CON THIE[~ OR GIG l.INH·9Y MAir.lTAIN!NG . "-

/ FORCES ON THOSE E~lI t~ENCES FOR OTHER l'HA,N~ SOur~D , . 

/
. TACTXCAl. PURPOSESo !}(!i DYE MARKER REQUlh~I~£N1' FOR "-

.' OCCUPATION OF IH£SE LOCALITIES rUJDS SO~limJHERE , 
'-/ .BETWEEN A COliiPANY AND A BATTALION OMv.9[~~l'.HIE!IJ ArID " 

/

/ ~-.----~'--:--··----·---·I ~,,' 
.''', P ftG,"iI~!.· drJ O~" .r

l
- t f) 1.1 r; r:~ :~~ ,; 

\ it ;,l\'l\ "[t H~, .. ,,---::1.--. . ......... ___ £ . Ii .... 'to"..".. i.. ..... "\,,,,,' ~ 

/ ~--~M--""------'-'-----'-~~-;q ,. "-
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(1) IF WE MADE A LIMITED OBJECTIVE LANDING, SAY
SOUTH OF VINH, FOR THE PURPOSE OF QUICKLY CLEANING OUT THE
FORCES AND WEAPONS FACING US NOW AND THEN RETURNING
SOUTH OF THE DMZ, LITTLE DURABLE WILL HAVE BEEN
ACCOMPLISHED. THE ENEMY WOULD PROBABLY BE BACK
WHERE HE IS NOW , SHORTLY AFTER WE WITHDRAW. WE WOULD
HAVE HURT HIM, BUT WOULD THEN BE FACED. WITH THE PROSPECT OF HAVING
TO RE-EXECUTE THE LANDING UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE
THE ENEMY HAD GAINED VALUABLE DEFENSIVE EXPERIENCE

(2) IF WE INVADE NORTH VIETNAM WITH THE PURPOSE
OF REMAINING THERE INDEFINITELY, THEN THE ENEMY IS FREE TO FACE US
WITH THE SAME FORM OF DESTRUCTIVE FIRE POWER WE ARE
ENDURING NOW NEAR THE DMZ. AS WE EXPAND OUR LODGEMENT TO DESTROY
HIS WEAPONS, CAN WITHDRAW NORTHWARD DEFENDING ON SUCCESSIVE
POSITIONS, UNTIL WE ARE LOOKING DIRECTLY INTO YUNNAN PROVINCE OF
CHINA. THE STRENGTH SAPPING PROSPECTS F: THIS ARE FORBIDDING.

(3) IN SHORT , THERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE TACTICAL VIRTUE
IN A LANDING IN NORTH VIETNAM, UNLESS IT IS ESTIMATED, BY
OUR INVADING THEIR HOMELAND, THAT THETRAUMA WOULD
BE SUFFICIENT TO BRING THE MANOI GOVERNMENT TO THE
PEACE TABLE.

B. WITH RESPECT TO DIMINISHING OUR STRENGTH IN
NORTHERN QUANG TRI, THE PROBLEM REDUCES
ITSELF TO AN APPRAISAL OF THE FOUR FACTORS WHICH BROUGHT
US THERE IN THE FIRST PLACE, (PARA 3A ABOVE) PARTICULARLY THE
MATTERS OF ROUTE 9 AND DYE MARKER. V

(1) MACV AND GVN STRATEGY IS THAT ROUTE 9
IS A CRITICAL FEATURE. TO BE PRESERVED TO US AND DENIED
TO THE ENEMY. THAI IS ONE OF THE PRIME REASONS WHY
COMUSMACV DEPLOYED FORCES NORTH OF ROUTE 9 IN THE FIRST
PLACE. ROUTE 9 CAN 3E INTERDICTED BY US FROM POSITIONS TO
THE SOUTHWARD ; HOWEVER , IT CAN ONLY BE SECURED BY THE DEPLOYMENT
OF SIZEABLE FRIENDLY FORCES TO THE NORTH OF THE ROAD:-
FORCES IN AT LEAST AS MUCH STRENGTH AS, ARE THERE NOW.

(2) TACTICAL DISPOSITIONS ARE THE EXCLUSIVE
PROVINCE OF THE FIELD COMMANDER, BUT. AM-SURE THAT
NEITHER COMUSMACV OR CG III MAF HAVE ANY DESIRE TO
MEMORIZLIZE CON THIEN OR GIO LINN BY MAINTAINING
FORCES ON THOSE EMINENCES FOR OTHER THAN SOUND
TACTICAL PURPOSES. THE DYE MARKER REQUIREMENT FOR

OCCUPATION OF THESE LOCALITIES FINDS SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN A COMPANY AND A BATTALION ON CON THIEN AND
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6i COMPANY OM (nO llNHo SHOUJ..D tHE PR~SE£I8T DYE,: " 
'/ fJjARKER' PLANS comrUHIEl) tHEN tirE SHOULD eXPEct ro SEE , 
• / cO!lltUJum OCCUPATION OF THESE KEY POIN-r·s BY FRIENDLY ," 
(/ FORCES IJ AND COMTUlUfID PRESENCE OF FRIE'r~Y ,,~ORCES MEAR ," 
/. THE Df·1Z 0 IF tHERE IS 'A CH.MIGE 1M "fH£ DYE f·lA.&"tKER PLAN f) • " 

//', 

TO MOV!! 1M!! ~ROI\lGcopO 1:£111': tft ACE Ji'ARTHER~ soutH, tHEN , ' 
THESE POI!lITS lOSE tHEIR SIGI\1IftiCt\l\lCE ,l ··4\1\1P. SOME REDUC""., . " 
rION IN TROOP DENSOTY l~OUlD RESULto ,~\-' , 

; 

CD n trHl.l SE SEEOO, THEN!) THAT f\1EI'THER OF THE ABOVE , ' 
LOf'3G TERM OPITOtJS APPEARS to OFFER PROSEPECT OF DECISIVE- IMPACT "-
ON tHE: snUAIION Ul'3lESS II IN tHE: CASE OF DYE MARKER ~THERE ttlEfU: "'-

/

/ SO!"1E MAJOR CHANGE IN THE l'RAeElOCATXONo'~' " 

60 F'lN A u .. Y REFERENCE A ASKS FOR A R !!VI'!W A.MDi CO,~FIRMAG> " 

~ 
TION OF THE 'RE:COr~~ENDA1'10N Ill! REEFEREr~E C Ri,ESPECTXNG \. . 
HOLD IMG THE 'nJO ~lAR Jt ME OUT ~orc:>COUNrR Y TA.CT IC.At· , • "-
SQUADRONS Ie tHEIR PRESENT POSH IOfJS AT IWAKUNlo '\ 

; 

NO!;llTHS'lMIDIMG THE ADVANTAGES L.ISTED '1M REF~ENCE C '",-' 
ttPUC M ACCRUE. I F I HE ' SQUADR () MS DO NQ,l' D EP.lO '(!) . I FA" 
STUD Y OF, REQUiREMENT 5 AND R£SOUR CES DlSCJ..OSES THAT 

/ 
THEY ARE ESSENtIAL XNCARR,{I.NG OUT THE fiROGRAI'I'j OUTLINED , 
IN REFERENCE Btl THEN 'HIE HlO' SQUADRONSrSHOUlO BE . " 

/ DEPL.OYED ATO'NCE~ AND tHEY ARE NOW RE'~lED FOR THIS \: 

/ 
PURPOSEo H01l1EVER p THERE-DOES NOl.APPEr:m TO BE PER... " 

/ 
SUASIVE EViDENCE TO SUPPORT A CONCLU~.1I'H\l THAt THE ," 

. SORTIES THES€ t.\.lRCRAFT COULD Al>D:f:lRE-AC'i'UAllY-1\1E€DEDo "-

/ 
FACTORS WHICH SUPPORT THIS COr~Cl..USIOM AEf; T~E "-

/ FOLLOW l(l!G8 . , .• , ' ~ 

/ ~ 
/ ~ 
/ ,~ : "-
/ ~ 
'/ " 
'/ " '/ , 
:// i~r'- ;U" ... ~-,,~,···,", " 
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A COMPANY ON GIO LINK. SHOULD THE PRESENT DYE:
MARKER PLANS CONTINUE, THEN WE SHOULD EXPECT TO SEE
CONTINUED OCCUPATION OF THESE KEY POINTS BY FRIENDLY
FORCES, AND CONTINUED PRESENCE OF FRIENDLY FORCES NEAR
THE DMZ. IF THERE IS A CHANGE IN THE DYE MARKER PLAN,
TO MOVE THE STRONG-POINT: TRACE FARTHER SOUTH, THEN
THESE POINTS LOSE THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, AND SOME REDUC-
TION IN TROOP DENSITY WOULD RESULT.

C. IT WILL BE SEEN, THEN, THAT NEITHER OF THE ABOVE
LONG TERM OPITONS APPEARS IO OFFER PROSEPECT OF DECISIVE IMPACT
ON THE SITUATION UNLESS, IN THE CASE OF DYE MARKER THERE WERE
SOME MAJOR CHANGE IN THE TRACE LOCATION.

6. FINALLY REFERENCE A ASKS FOR A REVIEW AND CONFIRMA-
TION OF THE RECOMMENDATION IN REEFERENCE C RESPECTING
HOLDING THE TWO MARINE OUT -OF-COUNTRY TACTICAL
SQUADRONS IN THEIR PRESENT POSITIONS AT IWAKUNI.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE ADVANTAGES LISTED IN REFERENCE C
WHICH ACCRUE IF THE SQUADRONS DO NOT DEPLOY, IF A
STUDY OF REQUIREMENTS AND RESOURCES DISCLOSES THAT
THEY ARE ESSENTIAL IN CARRYING OUT THE PROGRAM OUTLINED
IN REFERENCE B, THEN THE TWO SQUADRONS. SHOULD BE
DEPLOYED AI ONCE, AND THEY ARE NOW READIED FOR THIS
PURPOSE. HOWEVER, THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE PER a

SUASIVE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT A CONCLUSION THAT THE
SORTIES THESE AIRCRAFT COULD ADD ARE ACTUALLY NEEDED.
FACTORS WHICH SUPPORT THIS CONCLUSION ARE THE
FOLLOWING:
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