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BT
TOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN KRULAK FROM LIGEN
CUSHMAN MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
1. DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED TO DEPLOY FIRST AIRCAVDIV (MINUS)
TO I CORPS. FORCE WILL BE SEVEN BATTALIONS PLUS AIRCAV SQUADRON
ORGANIZED IN THREE BRIGADES. THIS WILL FREE TWO MARINE BNS AT
ONCE TO MOVE NORTH AND ATTACK ENEMY I# QUANG TRI AREA, PLUS SLF
NOW IN AFLOAT RESERVE. THESE ARE ALL THAT CAN BE SUPPORTED
LOGISTICALLY FOR IMMEDIATE FUTURE. AIRCAV WILL ATTACK SECOND NV A
DIV AND V.25 BN. 19STH BDE WILL ALSO ARRIVE DURING THIS TIME
FRAME BUT 1/101 WILL MOVE SOUTH. AT THAT POINT FURTHER DEPLOYMENT
AND ATTACK POSSIBILITIES OPEN UP AND LOGISTIC CAPABILITIES SHOULD
HAVE IMPROVED UP NORTH WITH COMPLETION OF QUANG TRI A/F.
2. WE SHALL CONTINUE TO PRESS TO LIMIT PRESENT AND FUTURE ADVANTAGE
OVER ENEMY.
3. WARM REGARDS.
GP
BT

MARILE CORPS EYES OF

COPY / OF 2 COPIES TOP SECRET111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



! ... ~ 
<. -

255 CCN _____ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 

e 

-
291446Z'SEP 67 DTG ___________ MON!H . ____ ---:~ ______ _ 

. ,. 

OR IGINATOR __ -...l;cg;:.o;.:..:..;I.:..,:II:.-,' .:::;.:MA:.::.,F _________________ _ 

CATEGORY -----------------------------------------------
FILE COpy FILLER OF COPIES --
MAF: REeE IVED ONE ENVELOPE SAID to CONTAIN COPIES 1 & 2 OF ---.:2=--__ 

COPIES OF _ ,00 III MAF r4ESSAGE 291446Z SEP. 67 

RECEIVED BY _________ DATE/TIME llJt)"t.fJ~1t 

DATE~tIME GROUP 291446Z SEP 67 
. 
\. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

-

le

#/N

CG

c/s
255 FILLERCCN

291446Z SEP 67 SEPTEMBER 1967MONTHDTG

OR IGINAT OR CG111 MAF

EXCLUSIVE

CATEGORY

FILE COPY FILLER COPIESOF

MAF: RECEIVED ONE ENVELOPE SAID TO CONTAIN COPIES 1 & 2 2OF

CG 111 MAF 291446Z SEP 67MESSAGECOPIES OF

300645H
DATE/TIMERECEIVED BY

Copy

&

DATE-TIME GROUP 291446Z SEP 67

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET/NOFORN

PP RUMSAW
DE RUMSAK 2827 2721446

HAS BEEN SENTZNY SSSSS

EXCLUSIVE

P 291446Z
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMSAW/COMUSMACV
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN CUSHMAN 0

FOR GEN WESTMORELAND UPON HIS RETURN NO FOR N

REDEPLOYMENT OF 2D ROKMC
PURSUANT TO OUR CONVERSATION YESTERDAY, I RECOMMEND THAT THE1.

ROKMC BDE BE REDEPLOYED AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE TO THE DANANG TAOR .

THIS WOULD SIMPLIFY OUR LOGISTIC AND HELICOPTER SUPPORT OF THE BDE
AND WOULD ENABLE US TO ASSIGN CONTIGUOUS AREAS TO THE AMERICAL AND
AIR CAV THUS SIMPLIFYING LOGISTIC AND OPERATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS ON
THAT SCORE ALSO.
2. I WOULD ENVISION THE ROK BDE MOVING INTO A TAOR IN THE SOUTH-

EASTERN PORTION OF THE DANANG TAOR CURRENTLY OCCUPIED BY 1ST MAR AND
SOON BY THE 5TH MAR. OTHERWISE, IT APREARS THAT WHEN THE 198TH BDE

ARRIVES I WILL HAVE TO DEPLOY AN AMERICAN BDE INTO THAT AREA IN ORDER
TO SHIFT ADDITIONAL MARINE FORCES NORTH AS YOU INDICATED.
3. IN THE EVENT IT IS NOT FEASIBLE TO REDEPLOY ROKMC BDE IN IMMEDIATE

FUTURE, IT WOULD BE VERY USEFUL IF A DEFINITE COMMITMENT COULD BE

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2827 SSECRET EXCLUSIVE
OBTAINED TO EFFECT REDEPLOYMENT AT AN EARLY DATE. THIS WILL
FACILITATE PLANNING FOR DEPLOYMENTS OF OTHER UNITS.
4. I HAVE NOT TALKED WITH GEN KIM ABOUT THIS PROPOSED MOVE AND WILL
NOT UNTIL I HEAR FURTHER FROM YOU.
GP-4
BT
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UNCLAS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN METZGER FROM
BGEN OWENS
1. REQUEST YOUR REACTION AND COMMENT ON THE FOLLOWING NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE QUOTE
"RAIN AND HOST IL IT Y"
GIO LINH GETS A JOB IT WASN'T BUILT FOR BY ORR KELLY STAR STAFF WRITER

GIO LINK-THIS FURTHEST OUT POST OF AMERICAN MILITARY INFLUENCE
IN SOUTH VIETNAM IS A BATTERED ISLAND OF STICKY RED MUD SURROUNDED
BY A SEA OF BOILING MOSTILITY.
IIS POORLY CONSTRUCTED BUNKERS ARE COLLAPSING UNDER THE IMPACT
OF TORRENTIAL RAINS AND HEAVY GUNFIRE FROM THE NORTH.
THE RAINS HAVE CUT THE ONE ROAD LEADING TO THE SOUTH. BUT EVEN WHEN
THE ROAD WAS OPEN, CONVOYS WERE MINED AND AMBUSHED REGULARLY ON THE
SEVEN KILOMETER DASH TO THE AIRBASE AI DONG HA.
WHEN THE ROAD WAS OPEN, THE MARINES, ARMY ARTILLERYMEN AND NAVY GUN

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2813 UNCLAS EXCLUSIVE
SPOTTERS STATIONED HERE USUALLY GOI TWO HOT MEALS A DAY. NOW THEY
ARE ON C RATIONS. THERE IS A WELL THAT PROVIDES A GOOD SUPPLY OF
DRINKABLE WATER. BUT THE PUMP WAS DROWNED OUT BY THE RAINS. NOW, THERE
IS LITTLE WATER TO DRINK AND NONE TO SUPPLY THE BEST SHOWERS IN
SOUTH VIETNAM. GIO-LINH IS LOCATED ON HILL 46 (46 METERS ABOVE SEA

LEVEL), ABOUT 2,000 METERS FROM THE DEMIL ITARIZED ZONE. IT IS THE NEXT

HILL EAST OF CON THIEN, THE OUTPOST FIVE MILES AWAY THAT HAS BECOME
THE FAVORITE TARGET OF COMMUNIST ARTILLERY EMPLACED IN THE DMZ.
UNT IL A LITTLE OVER A YEAR AGO, THE DMZ WAS ONE OF THE MOST PEACEFUL
SECT OR S OF THE WAR. VISITORS COULD DRIVE SAFELY UP TO FREEDOM
BRIDGE OVER THE BEN HAI RIVER AND PEER INTO NORTH VIETNAM.
BUT NOW, MUCH OF THE ENEMY MILITARY EFFORT IS CENTERED HERE. WITH TWO
DIVISIONS AND ELEMENTS OF A THIRD OPERATING IN THE VICINITY. IN
RECENT MONTHS, THE NOR I H VIETNAMESE HAVE MOVED HEAVY ARTILLERY, AN
ESTIMATED 100 TUBES, INTO THEIR HALF OF THE DMZ AND HIDDEN THEM SO
SKILLFULLY THAT A STEADY POUNDING BY PLANES, ARTILLERY AND NAVAL GUN-
FIRE HAS FAILED TO SILENCE THEM. GIO LINH, CON THIEN, CAMP CARROLL
AND THE OTHER MARINE OUTPOSTS HERE ALONG THE DMZ WERE NEVER DESIGNED
TO TAKE THE KIND OF PUNISHMENT THEY :HAVE BEEN RECEIVING SINCE THE

NORTH VIETNAMESE MOVED IN THEIR HEAVY GUNS. THE BUKERS PUT TOGETHER BY
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PAG"E" 1-HREERUi'ISAX. UNCLA S"EXCLUSIVE . -- ~ ... 
THE TROOPS STATIONED HERE SINCE THE' ''SHELLING BEGAN ARE MADE OF SANDe 

· BAGS FILLED \HTH r'HE HEAVY RED CLAY '!'HAl COVERS THE ·HU.Le A FEW 
r HIJBERS HAVE> BEEN USED TO SHORE" U? A' ,COUPLE OF' THE BUNKERS~ BUT 1'105T 
ARE i'1ADEOF NOTHING· MORE SUaSlAN1'IAL TitAN DIRT-BAGSA[~O IHE LUMBER 
FROM 'AMMUNIT lOt.} CRATES. THE MARINES SA;iTHE .REAL MONSOON WEATHER HAS 

· NOT YET ARRIVED. BUT It TROPICAL S'fORi4 ':PELTED G 10 L INH FOR F'IVE 
STRAIGHT I.)AYS SHORTLY BEFORE OURVI'S.tT, FILLING MANY OF THE BUtdKERS AND 
Al.L OF THE FOXHOLES ~JIt H WATER. MANY· tiUNKERS "COLLAPSED UI~DER IHE 
~IE IGHI Of' THE SODDED £)AGS OF 0 UH THAT WERE' SUPPOSED TO PROVIDE 
PROTECTION o MARlt~ES HERE SAID IHATIF GiO- Lli~H IS TO BE HELD, PRE .. 
IiA8R ICATEDCONCRETE BUNKER S SHOULD8.E· .. ~DROPP.EO INTO POSIT ION BY HE:L r .. 
COPTER A NO SEABEES SHOULD BE SENT IN ~O 00 A PROPER EI'JG INEER ING JOB OF 
STRENGTHENINGTHg POSITION. IF THE AR;'l'tlJ t~HltH :THE 'MARINES FELT HAS 
MORE MONEY. AND THINKS BIGGER. WERE RU.ttltING· THE SHO\(HERE li THIS ALREADY 
~JOULO. HAV!!: BEEN 'DONS). SAID THE MARINE:S""s"aUTONLYl.WO.DAYS bEfORE, 
LTo GEN'G ROBERT 'Eo CUSHMAN :JRo,,:·CQMMf\NDER OF" THE nlM~RlNE 
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE p SAW DURH.JGAN.IWi"Ef~VIln~ IN .OANA~IG,~l THINK rVE 
DONE ABOUT ALL! CAN- THINK Or-TD' cu:r~ :QOWN CASUALTIES UPTHERE~" HE 
SAID.. . ...... ' 
SHIPS OFFSHORE . ~ .. ... .. 

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2813 UNCLAS EXCLUS'lVE 
LOOKING on' TO THE EAST,.THE LAND StOPESDOWi~ FRO~1 GIO LINH TOA 
RIVER RUNNING NORTH .AND SOUTHs THE-N :1';0 SUul'1ER.GED RICE PADDIES 9 
TO; A ~J1.DE 'STRIP OF SAND DUNES A NOT-HE 50U1 H CHINA SEA.. . , 
OFFSHORE LA Y ELEME NT S OF A Fl.EET OF--SHIPS THAI HAD pur A MARINE 
LANDING PARTY OF .ABOUT ·l,000·MEN ASHORE TO SWEEP THE AREA BEH~'EEN GIO 
LIUH/HID THE. SEA" '"THAI'S IHEBARRIER o··" SAID CAPT, MICHAEL.EC) RICH, 
27, OF MONtEREY'PARK Il CALIro. CO:tlMANDER'·OFF.OX COOl! 9TH .. 
BATTALION!) 2ND i"lARINES g vJHQSEJObxr'IS TO PROTECT GIO LH!H' FROM 
ENEitly ASSAULT I) HE POIN1ED 10 A WIDE CLEARED SIR If' STRETCHING OUT Ot~ 
BotH SIDES OF GIO l..HJH,600 METERS\V,lDE AMD l0.,00eJ f4ETERS LONG" 

· THE BARRIER 15 SUPPOSED TO BE.EXTENDE'l) AND FITtED OlH WIIH EVERY'" 
THING FROI'1 BARBED \HRE TO HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED DEVICES'IO PREVENT 
i~FILTRAJ ION ACROSS THE BORDERo A 1" IP Pi: WOODEM TWOER \I SL IGHtLY A SKEW 
BECAUSE OF A'i~EAR MISS BY· AN ARTILLERY "SHE1 .. L, A FIRE CONTROL lEMl 
\1AS DIRECTING IHF. fIRING OF DE5TROYE;R"S·OF'fSHORE. EACH DAY, CUSHMAN 
HAD SAID II THE. SHIPS POUR, IN ABOUT HJit) ROUNDS, ARltl'l AND r4AfHl~E 
MU ILLERY FIRES 6" '0210 ROUNDS, F IGrlTE~ .... BO/'lIBERS DROP 300 TONS OF 
130MB;;; AND THERE IS AN AVERAGE OF' AILEASY .ONE iYJASS BOMBING BY 
S---52 S F1.. Yl NG OUT OF' T HA ILA ND OR G UA Mil . 
R lew', S MEN D IV IDE THE IR T If!'lE BETWEEN -REBU ILD H~G dUNKER SI! . 
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THREE UNCLAS EXCLUSIVERUNSAKPAGE 3
THE TROOPS STATIONED HERE SINCE THE SHELLING BEGAN ARE MADE OF SAND-
BAGS FILLED WITH THE HEAVY RED CLAY THAT COVERS THE HILL. A FEW
TIMBERS HAVE BEEN USED TO SHORE UP A COUPLE OF THE BUNKERS, BUT MOST
ARE MADE OF NOTHING MORE SUBSTANTIAL THAN DIRT-BAGS AND THE LUMBER
FROM AMMUNITION CRATES. THE MARINES SAY THE REAL MONSOON WEATHER HAS
NOT YET ARRIVED. BUT A TROPICAL STORM PELTED GIO LINH FOR FIVE
STRAIGHT DAYS SHORTLY BEFORE OUR VISIT, FILLING MANY OF THE BUNKERS AND
ALL OF THE FOXHOLES WITH WATER. MANY BUNKERS COLLAPSED UNDER THE
WEIGHT OF THE SODDED BAGS OF DIRT THAT WERE SUPPOSED TO PROVIDE
PROTECTION MARINES HERE SAID THAT IF GIO LINK IS TO BE HELD, PRE-
FABRICATED CONCRETE BUNKER S SHOULD BE DROPPED INTO POSITION BY HELI-
COPTER AND SEABEES SHOULD BE SENT IN TO DO A PROPER ENGINEERING JOB OF
STRENGTHENING THE POSITION. IF THE ARMY, WHICH THE MARINES FELT HAS
MORE MONEY AND THINKS BIGGER, WERE RUNNING THE SHOW HERE, THIS ALREADY
WOULD HAVE BEEN DON, SAID THE MARINES. BUT ONLY TWO DAYS BEFORE,
LT. GEN. ROBERT E. CUSHMAN JR., COMMANDER OF THE III MARINE
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE, SAID DURING AN INTERVIEW IN DANANG, "I THINK I°VE
DONE ABOUT ALL I CAN THINK OF TO CUT DOWN CASUALTIES UP THERE." HE
SAID.
SHIPS OFFSHORE

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2813 UNCLAS EXCLUSIVE
LOOKING OFF TO THE EAST, THE LAND SLOPES DOWN FROM GIO LINH TO A
RIVER RUNNING NORTH AND SOUTH, THEN TO SUBMERGED RICE PADDIES,
TO: A WIDE STRIP OF SAND DUNES AND THE SOUTH CHINA SEA.
OFFSHORE LAY ELEMENTS OF A FLEET OF SHIPS THAT HAD PUT A MARINE
LANDING PARTY OF ABOUT 1,000 MEN ASHORE TO SWEEP THE AREA BETWEEN GIO
LINK AND THE SEA. "THAT'S THE BARRIER," SAID CAPT. MICHAEL E. RICH,
27, OF MONTEREY PARK, CALIF. COMMANDER OF FOX CO., 9TH
BATTALION, 2ND MARINES, WHOSE JOB IT IS TO PROTECT GIO LINK FROM
ENEMY ASSAULT. HE POINTED TO A WIDE CLEARED STRIP STRETCHING OUT ON
BOTH SIDES OF GIO LINH, 600 METERS WIDE AND 10,000 METERS LONG.
THE BARRIER IS SUPPOSED TO BE EXTENDED AND FITTED OUI WITH EVERY-
THING FROM BARBED WIRE TO HIGHLY SOPHIST ICATED DEVICES 10 PREVENT
INFILTRATION ACROSS THE BORDER. ATIP A WOODEN TWOER, SLIGHTLY ASKEW
BECAUSE OF A NEAR MISS BY AN ARTILLERY SHELL, A FIRE CONTROL TEAM
WAS DIRECTING THE FIRING OF DESTROYERS OFFSHORE. EACH DAY, CUSHMAN
HAD SAID, THE SHIPS POUR IN ABOUT 100 ROUNDS, ARMY AND MARINE
ARTILLERY FIRES 6,000 ROUNDS, LIGHTER-BOMBERS DROP 300 TONS OF
BOMBS AND THERE IS AN AVERAGE OF AT LEAST ONE MASS BOMBING BY
B-52S FLYING OUT OF THAILAND OR GUAM,
RICH'S MEN DIVIDE THEIR TIME BETWEEN REBUILDING BUNKERS,
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"PAin:" fIVE ~UMSA.3 ·UNCl,.AS EXCLUSl~E-':' ,- :." ...." ~ 
PROVIDING PERIMETER SECUR tTy FOR S!-O'LINH AND NIGHT! Ii-lEi; AMBUSHt::S MlD 
PARtOtS. THE PATROLS AREAGGRESSIVE& Bur CAUTIOUS. RICH. DOESNel . 
INA NT A Nyo.NE to GET INTO tROUBLE T HAI·/·WOUl .. D RE QU IRE 51 RONG REm. . 

· INFORCEf'1EMtS, THUS' CUTTING DOlv NON U{E ·FORCE LEFT BEHIND. TO PROTECT 
:GIO LINHft FIRST ~Te DE Ni\II S ZOERB OF ,·NEDLICK v ME o, LEADER' OF ONE OF 
RICH'S THREE PL.AIOON5 g TOLD HO.\!JHa: JiAS.-G·OltEN INTO THAT KINO ' 

·OFTROUBlE SHORTLVAF!ER THECO.iI)PAi~Y ARRIVED HERE IN AUGUST" RICH 

.~ 

SENt· THEM OUIACROSS A .RAILROAD IRACKJUST TO THE.NORTHWEST OF tHE. 
HILL AND lHERYWERE ALMOSTIM~1EDIATELY PU~NED DOWi~'BY ASIZEABLF.: NVA 
FORCE. "WE HELD T ~EMDOWN WITH MOR1-ARS UNT 1L lvE COULo. PULL BAC1( INTO 
A DE~EiiSE POSITION. THEM THE SECOND ·PLATOON CA~1E' bUT WItH TANKS AND 

. DUSIERS (TR'UCK-i~OUNTED RECOILLESS RH1~'ES) AND WE puLLEDaACK 'THROUGH 
IHEt~~ "HE SAIDo .RICH AND ZOERB' SPOKE·OF, THE NORTH V lE'UJM1E SE ~JITH 
60TH RESPECT 'AND CONtEMPTc' ".THE 'ONES \~E' VE RUN INTO HAVE UNIFORI~S0 
HEl[~ETSI) FLAK 'JACKETS, GOOD AUTOMATIC ·\rl~EAPONS(J .. EVEN HAIRCUISol'HEY'RE 
1';0 SKHHJY GOOKS RUNNING AROUND IN i$LAC-K PAJM1AS g" R reM SA IDo . 
BUT THEY AL50DO SOME,. STUPID THINGS o ~'THEY GO OUT ON PATROL CARRYHJG 
FtASH!.IGHTS. 09 RICH,SAIDo ;tIl' 1 EVER 'CATCH ANY Of rl'}Y PATROLS' 
CARilYUJG fLASHL IGHTS rLL KILL • E~l. ' .. ' .' . 
THE ARVi~ (ARMY, OF TH~ REPUBLIC OF VIE.TN,Am LIAISON MAN SAID HE THOUGHT 

PAGE SIX RUMSA)( 2813 UNCl.A S EXCl.USl VE .; • ; 
THEY WERE AFRAID OF SNAKES,,'" BOTHE T:i'tE' 'ME~J ,lNIERVIHJED ON HILL 45 AND 
THEGENERALS:I~HO DISCUSSED THE \vAR l!~ DA NANG AND SA.IGON FEEL 'THAT 
GIO llNH f CON THIEN AMD THE OTHER MAR!NE POSTS ALONG.THE D~lZ ARE U1P-
ORlAN! MILl'IARVPOSIT IONS THAI CAt~A'ND SHOULD 8E Hf:LDe ' 

. BUT n WOULD BE' A MISTAKE TO THINK OF 'lHEPl AS SO~lE .KII'~D OF FRONT L!NEo 
,'!NSTEAD, lHEY ARf MORE LIKE THE fOlNrS WHERE: THE' \HRES INTERSECT It~· 
A SIEVEo FROM"! HESE S"RO~G PO IN! SlI IT :,1S l'OSSIBLE TO HURT: THE· 
NORTH VIETNAMESEARt'1Y WHENEVER IT TRI&S ,TO 11/1SS TROOPS ACROSS THE 
DMZ AtaD :n IS 'POSSIBLE TO HARASS AND.-ii~PEDE THE FLOW Or SUPPLIES AND 
t'l£N INTO tHE SOUTH. BUT 1I\4L DAY, THE 'MARINES SAID, THEY CAN 
SEE MEN STREM'lING DOIMNALONG r HE RI-VER ~ JST TO THE EASh PRESUIY1ABLEY 9 

THIS GOES,ON At· NIGHl,tOo~ AT AN ACQELERAIED PACE. THEY CAN CALL 
:IN ARTILlERY ri BUT, WITH THE, BEST ,OF-·L'UCK.\l T,HEY ARE ONLY,LIKELY TO 
HIT OtlE OR 1\.10 MENo ONE MAR INE' POI N'TED DO\Hi 'fO~JARD tHE R rVER AND OFF' 

· 1.0 T HE SEA 0 . ..' 

n I!P S A SUPER HIGHWA if DowN THERE ,In HE ;SA 10 • .. ... ~ . 
· ,-' - ,,; . 
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PAGE FIVE RUMSA 3 UNCLAS EXCLUSIVE
PROVIDING PERIMETER SECURITY FOR GIO LINH AND NIGHTTIME AMBUSHES AND
PARTOLS. THE PATROLS ARE AGGRESSIVE, BUT CAUTIOUS. RICH DOESN' I
WANT ANYONE TO GET INTO TROUBLE THAT WOULD REQUIRE STRONG RE-
INFORCEMENTS, THUS CUTTING DOWN ON THH FORCE LEFT BEHIND TO PROTECT
GIO LINH. FIRST LT. DENNIS ZOERB OF -NEDLICK, ME., LEADER OF ONE OF
RICH'S THREE PLATOONS, TOLD HOW HE HA S -GOTTEN INTO THAT KIND
OF TROUBLE SHORTLY AFTER THE COMPANY ARRIVED HERE IN AUGUST. RICH
SENT THEM OUT ACROSS A RAILROAD TRACK JUST TO THE NORTHWEST OF THE
HILL AND THERY WERE ALMOST IMMEDIATELY PINNED DOWN BY A SIZEABLE NVA
FORCE. "WE HELD THEM DOWN WITH MORTARS UNTI WE COULD PULL BACK INTO
A DEFENSE POSITION. THEM THE SECOND PLATOON CAME OUT WITH TANKS AND
DUSTERS (TRUCK-MOUNTED RECOILLESS RIFLES) AND WE PULLED BACK THROUGH
THEM" HE SAID. RICH AND ZOERB SPOKE OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WITH
BOTH RESPECT AND CONTEMPT. "THE ONES WE' VE RUN INTO HAVE UNIFORMS,
HELMETS, FLAK JACKETS, GOOD AUTOMATIC WEAPONS EVEN HAIRCUTS. THEY'RE
NO SKINNY GOOKS RUNNING AROUND IN BLACK PAJAMAS," RICH SAID.
BUT THEY ALSO DO SOME STUPID THINGS. "THEY GO OUT ON PATROL CARRYING
FLASHLIGHTS. RICH SAID. "IF I EVER CATCH ANY OF MY PATROLS
CARRYING FLASHLIGHTS I'LL KILL EM.
THE ARVN (ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM LIAISON MAN SAID HE THOUGHT

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 2813 UNCLAS EXCLUSIVE
THEY WERE AFRAID OF SNAKES." BOTHE THE MEN INTERVIEWED ON HILL 46 AND
THE GENERALS WHO DISCUSSED THE WAR IN DA NANG AND SAIGON FEEL THAT
GIO LINH, CON THIEN AND THE OTHER MARINE POSTS ALONG THE DMZ ARE IMP-
ORTANT MILITARY POSITIONS THAI CAN AND SHOULD BE HELD.
BUT IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO THINK OF THEM AS SOME KIND OF FRONT LINE.
INSTEAD, THEY ARE MORE LIKE THE POINTS WHERE THE WIRES INTERSECT IN
A SIEVE. FROM THESE STRONG POINTS, IT IS POSSIBLE TO HURT THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY WHENEVER IT TRIES TO MASS IROOPS ACROSS THE
DMZ AND IT IS POSSIBLE TO HARASS AND IMPEDE THE FLOW OF SUPPLIES AND
MEN INTO THE SOUTH. BUT ALL DAY, THE MARINES SAID, THEY CAN
SEE MEN STREAMING DOWN ALONG THE RIVER, JST TO THE EAST. PRESUMABLEY,
THIS GOES ON AT NIGHT, TOO, AT AN ACCELERATED PACE. THEY CAN CALL
IN ARTILLERY, BUT, WITH 1 KE BEST OF LUCK, THEY ARE ONLY LIKELY TO
HIT ONE OR TWO MEN. ONE MARINE POINTED DOWN TOWARD THE RIVER AND OFF
TO THE SEA.
"IT"S A SUPER HIGHWAY DOWN THERE," HE SAID.

BT
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~
// MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY '/ o Ao YOUR 2 62345Z SEP67 '/ 
//. . I II THINGS ARE FA IRL Y TI!:NSE IN SA IGO\\1 A1NOI SUGGEST THAT WE BE ~ 
// CAREFUL TO AVOID AI~Y !NDICATIO~ THAT I AM FeEDING ANYTHING INTO ,~ 
//. YOUR HEADQUARlt£RS OTHER THAN THAT WHICH I WOULD NORf1AL .. Y ,)0 I,,, in!. ~ 

all. WAY OF. REPORTING AND QlSCUSSING THli COMMON PROBLt:MS OF MAINTAINING 'j 
/ /. . ltJA R I NI!: Ii DR CE S . 1 N II I MA}i'., . .' , j 
~ 20 WITH RESPECT. TO FARAGRAPH 5 OF RKF- eA) II 1 vJOULD OF'FER TWO ~. 
//. COMMENtS WHICH MAY BE OF USE IN BUTT'RESSING OUR CASE: " 
//. . Ao WITHIN THE LIMIT OF FORCES THAT COULD dE MADE AVAILABU':fj WE ~ 
//. HAVIr CONDUCTED AN ACT IVE DEFENSE IN Tliii' DMZ AREAo. HICKORY .. LAM SON ~ 
~ ·5.£j ... BEAU CHARGER.· ARE REMARKAB.Li I!:XAMP.LES '.01' IMAGINATIVE.OFFEMSIVE '/ 
~ OPS AND DO~JE WITH SIZEABLE FORCKSo WE HAVE, FOR REASONS WELL I(MOWN ~ ~ 

~ ~ gn ~~~~o :~~ NjS;H l~r~A ps ! ~Ni MN G~ ~~~Ar I~~~ t cg~~~~I?m~. 0 ~ E HAV~,. ~ 
~ ,.11 do{ ,! " I" ! . II i ..... ~ 
~ i~G~ ~~gLi~~:~~~~;i :C~lg:~ ~:~N~~gLj\wvr~ODAY.BEEN:ANEUVERING ~ 
/'/. OUR MOBILE FORCES .. ALL UNITS OPf:!:RAII~G IN TH!!: VICINITY OF CON ,j 
/~ THIEN HAVE MA IN1A INED VIGROUS PLATOON A ND COMPANY SIZE PAR!OL.S r~ o WITHIN THEIR RESPt:CrrVE AREAS OF OPERAtlONSe THESE HAVE CONTINUED ,~ 
/~ OfIJ A. DAIl.Y BASIS" INTERSP[RSEO WITH BATTALION OR LARGER OPER/HIONS Q ~ 
/j WHICH I {Ii ILL SUMMAR IZE BELOWo AS A 3ENERAL RULE Ii THROUGHOUT I HE ~ 
/~ SUMMER WE HAVE MAINTAINED ONLY ONE COMPANY IN CON, THiEN PROPER, ~ 
/~ WITH THE OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE CON THIEN tlATTALI0i~ OPERATING ~ 
~ OUTSIDE THE POSIT IONo ONLY IN RECENT DAYS g BECAUSE OF THE IN.. '/ 
~ CREASED 1'HRl!:AT IN THAT ARI!.A, HAV&;\~I!: 'PULLED THE BUI..I< OF A BATTALION ~ 
/~ TO T HE FORT lfi'IED AREA 01' CON T HIENo . ~ 
// THE OPERA! IONS OF LARGER SIZE THAT HAVE.CHARACTER lZED OUR tACT leS ~ 
//. INCLUDE THE FOLLQWH~G~ 14-16 JULY'" -HICKORY :11 ~ 5 BATTALION S&D '/ o OPERATION SOUTH OF THE GIO l..INH ... CON THIKN LINE; 20 .. 21 JULY'" ! '/ o BATTAL ION S&D OPERA! ION NOR! HAND t>Jf!:5-l':: OF CON THIEN TO T HE DMZ; ,j 
/~ 28-30 J1.1.. y.. l' BATt AI.. ION S&D OPi!:RAi IOf-3t· IN T HI!: DMZ TO THE B IE N '/ 
~ HAl RIVER~}ITH 1 BATTAl.ION ASSISTING :(O;UTHOF DMZ AN.D NORIHtvEST ~ 
/~ OF CON THIEr~; 3"'6 AUGUST ... 1 ~AITALIO'N' .S&D. OPERATION NORTH AND ~. 
~~ WEST OF COl\! THIEN TO DMZ; 14 ... 19 AUGUST- 1 BATTALION SEARCH AND ,,; 
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SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL KRULAK FROM LIGEN CUSHMAN
MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY
A. YOUR 2623452 SEP67
1. THINGS ARE FAIRLY TENSE IN SAIGON AND I SUGGEST THAT WE BE
CAREFUL TO AVOID ANY INDICATION THAT I AM FEEDING ANYTHING INTO
YOUR HEAD QUARTERS OTHER THAN THAT WHICH I WOULD NORMALLY DO Is I ne
WAY OF REPORTING AND DISCUSSING THE COMMON PROBLEMS OF MAINTAINING
MARINE FORCES IN III MAF.
2. WITH RESPECT TO PARAGRAPH 5 OF REF (A), I WOULD OFFER TWO
COMMENTS WHICH MAY BE OF USE IN BUTTRESSING OUR CASE:
A. WITHIN THE LIMIT OF FORCES THAT COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE, WE
HAVE CONDUCTED AN ACTIVE DEFENSE IN THE DMZ AREA. HICKORY- LAM SON
54-BEAU CHARGER ARE REMARKABLE EXAMPLES OF IMAGINATIVE OFFENSIVE
OPS AND DONE WITH SIZEABLE FORCES. WE HAVE, FOR REASONS WELL KNOWN
TO ALL, NOT BEEN ABLE TO MAINTAIN THAT HIGH A CONCENTRATION OF
FORCES ON AN ACTIVE BASIS IN THE GENERAL AREA. NEVERTHELESS, WE HAVE,

MADING IN
PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2655 SECRE T EXCLUSIVE MCEO
IN A WHOLE SERIES OF ACTIONS DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY, BEEN MANEUVERING
OUR MOBILE FORCES. ALL UNITS OPERATING IN THE VICINITY OF CON
THIEN HAVE MAINTAINED VIGROUS PLATOON AND COMPANY SIZE PARTOLS
WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS OF OPERATIONS. THESE HAVE CONTINUED
ON A DAILY BASIS, INTERSPERSED WITH BATTALION OR LARGER OPERATIONS,
WHICH I WILL SUMMARIZE BELOW. AS A GENERAL RULE, THROUGHOUT THE
SUMMER WE HAVE MAINTAINED ONLY ONE COMPANY IN CON THIEN PROPER,
WITH THE OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE CON THIEN BATTALION OPERATING
OUTSIDE THE POSITION. ONLY IN RECENT DAYS, BE CAUSE OF THE IN-

CREASED THREAT IN THAT AREA, HAVE WE PULLED THE BULK OF A BATTALION
TO THE FORTIFIED AREA OF CON THIEN.
THE OPERATIONS OF LARGER SIZE THAT HAVE CHARACTERIZED OUR TACTICS
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 14-16 JULY - HICKORY II - 5 BATTALION S&D

OPERATION SOUTH OF THE GIO LINH - CON THIEN LINE; 20-21 JULY $ 1

BATTALION S&D OPERATION NORTH AND WEST OF CON THIEN TO THE DMZ;
28-30 JULY - 1 BATTALION S&D OPERATION IN THE DMZ TO THE BIEN
HAI RIVER WITH 1 BATTALION ASSISTING SOUTH OF DMZ AND NORTHWEST

OF CON THIEN; 3-6 AUGUST as 1 BATTALION S&D OPERATION NORTH AND
WEST OF CON THIEN TO DMZ; 14-19 AUGUST a 1 BATTALION SEARCH AND

DESTROY OPERATION EAST OF HIGHWAY 561 AND NORTHEAST OF CAM LO;
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~ 
~ .. "~ 

~ 
~ z Z 

// 20 .. 25 AUGUST -; 1 BATT,ALION S&D OPERATI-ON EAST OF CON THIEN AND 

~
I'~ SOUTH OF' TRACg; 10-14 Sf!:PTEMBf!:R .. 1 'BAT1Al..ION 5&0 OPErlAIIO~ \vt;Sl 
"// OF HIGHWAY 561; 15 SgPli:;{WlbJ::R - 1 uatIII:tt..lO.\\l 5&D OPERATION EASl OF 
~ HIGHWAY 561 wITH 1 dATTALIOrv SWEIlPING- SOUTH ALONG WEST SIDE 561 
/'/. ,FROM CON TtlIEN TO C .. 2;.21 SEPTEfilaER·, .. · ALL BATTALIONS IN tHE VICINITY 
// OF THE GENERAl.. CON THIEN AREA CONDUCTING SW~EPS WHHHl RESPECT IVE 
/'/.' AREAS OF OPERATION; 21. SEPTEfrlBER -,A MULTI-BATTALION 5&0 OPERATION 
"// ~J1TH OMP.: BATTALION MOVING EAST OF HIGH.WA'I 561 IN THE GERNRAL 

fi fi 
~ Z 
~ Z Z 
~ 
~ 
Z 

// DIRECTfOtf OF CON THIEN. 'rHIS LATT[R OP.~RAlI0N CONTINUES TODAY. 0- ,B. THE S[CONO COMME NT RELATi!:S TO T HI!: QUl!:ST 10.NS THE ARMY 15 RA ISING 
// ABOur ARTILLERY~ OUR ARTILLI!:RY IN THE·DMZ AREA IS SO POSItIONED 
// THATl! HAS OV[RLAPPING FANS WHICH Il:NABU: ,OURUNlTS TO MOVE WITH o CONTlNUOUS ARTILLERY SUPPORT. IN, ADP'ITION WHEN WE HAVE SITUATIONS "0 IN WHICH THE FANS FROM THE MORE. PERMANENT POSIT IONS DO NOT COVER 
/~ AN OPERATION, WE MOVe: THE ARTILL.ERYo.1HIS IS DON~ FREQUENTLY, 
// ESPECIALLY IN THE AREA CAM LO-'ICA LU ~., KHI!: SANHo IT GOES W IT HOUI 
-,/ SAYING, 01' COURSE" THAT IN THE'DRY SEASON IT IS'M'UCH SIMPLER TO 
// (1)OVE ARTILLERY THAN IT IS DURING THl!: MONSOO.No NEVERTHELESS, WE 
// CAN AND DO MOVE IT BOTH BY Hl!:LICOPT4R AND BY SURFACE ~1EANSo 
~ . FOR A LONG PERIOD THE ENEMY WAS DOLNG ALL OF .HIS flRING AT NIGHT. 

~. 
~ 

PAGE FOUR RUMSt.K 2655 SEC RET t!:XCl..USIVE t1CEO ~ 
THIS APPARENTL'I BECAMe: TOO COSTLY !'OR HIM 13ECAUSE l~E COULD LOCATE AND ~ 

~ 
~ o 
~. 
~ 
~ o o 

BR ING HIS ART IL~ERY UNDER FIRE ~ROM 1H£:. VISIBLE fLASHo HE HAS SH~CE ~ 
CHANGED HIS TAC1!CS AND WITHIN THe PAST COUPLE OF MONTHS MOST OF 0 
HIS ROUNqS HAVE BEI£N FIRED DURING .DAYLIGHT HOURSo HOWEVER!) DURING THE '/ 
PERIOD HE WAS FIRING MAINLY AI N.IGHl,Wl£ MOVI!:D W!!;APONS OUT Or THE ~ 
~63I~~N~JgS~!~~N I~~~E~R i~:~~~l~ts~~ I~~~ ~~E~ ~~N~~~E~~~~EBAP~sISn 10NS

9 ~ 
A S WE SAW FIT 0 THE SE WERE PR IMAR IL Y T Hi!. ~ '/ 
THER WAS SOME INCRfASf.t.:D DANGER TO IH~ 17~;~VIER T~8ESo WE LATER FELT '/ 
SO WE MOVED THEM ABOUT HALF . IN THE GIO LINH POSITION '/ 
THIS REQUIRED ADDIT!ONAL IN~:~T~~C~S~~~R~ DONG HA; BUT BECAUSE {I ~ 
WE FINALL Y MADE T HE De:CISIO!~ T .' .. 0 PROTECT THE vlEAPO NS o '/ 
I SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT TH ~ PUL~ !HliM !jACK INTO DONG HA PROPER '/ 
0FNL Y 5 OR 6 ART ILLERY PIEC~1 ~~' ~~~~D~ZUFFgREO SERIOUS DAMAGE TO' . II '/ o MAY. ·A.REA SINCE THE BEGINNING '/ 
ONE fURT HER THOUGHT .. T HIl: ARM " .. . '/ 

T
HIS ARTILLERYAROUNO'WHILE OU~SSSr.iASTEMENT ABOUT THE ENEf1Y MOVING '/ 

HE ENEMY HAS NO U S OR c IN ITS HOLt!:S IS A FAULTY .. '/ 
MOVEMEN,TNORTH OF II HE BIE~R~N GROUN~ .rORCE~ TO eO{HEST HIS :ARr~NEo ~ 
WE .'IAKt WITH ARTILLERY MUST ~:~~~~~SI~~ ~~~R OTHER HAND" ANY MOVEM~bT ~ 

• Y A SIZEABLE INFANTRY ~ 
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20-25 AUGUST - 1 BATTALION S&D OPERATION EAST OF CON THIEN AND

SOUTH OF TRACE; 10-14 SEPTEMBER $ 1 BATTALION S&D OPERATION WEST
OF

OF HIGHWAY 561; 15 SEPTEMBER - 1 BATTALIUN S&D OPERATION EAST

561 WITH 1 BATTALION SWEEPING SOUTH ALONG WEST SIDE 561

FROM
HIGHWAY

CON THIEN TO C-2; 21 SEPTEMBER 9. ALL BATTALIONS IN
RESPECTIVE
THE VICINITY

THE GENERAL CON THIEN AREA CONDUCTING SWEEPS WITHIN

AREAS
OF

OF OPERATION; 27 SEPTEMBER - A MULTI-BATTALION S&D OPERATION

WITH ONE BATTALION MOVING EAST OF HIGHWAY 561 IN THE GERNRAL

DIRECTION OF CON THIEN. THIS LATTER OPERATION CONTINUES TODAY.

THE SECOND COMMENT RELATES TO THE QUESTIONS THE ARMY IS RAISING
B.

ART ILLERY. OUR ARTILLERY IN THE DMZ AREA IS SO POSITIONED
ABOUT
THAT IT HAS OVERLAPPING FANS WHICH ENABLE OUR UNITS TO MOVE WITH

CONTINUOUS ARTILLERY SUPPORT. IN ADDITION WHEN WE HAVE SITUATIONS

IN WHICH THE FANS FROM THE MORE PERMANENT POSITIONS DO NOT COVER

AN OPERATION, WE MOVE THE ARTILLERY. THIS IS DONE FREQUENTLY,

ESPECIALLY IN THE AREA CAM LO-HICA LU P... KHE SANH. IT GOES WITHOUT
TO

SAYING, OF COURSE, THAT IN THE DRY SEASON IT IS MUCH SIMPLER

MOVE ARTILLERY THAN IT IS DURING THE MONSOON. NEVERTHELESS, WE

CAN AND DO MOVE IT BOTH BY HELICOPTER AND BY SURFACE MEANS.

FOR A LONG PERIOD THE ENEMY WAS DOING ALL OF HIS FIRING AT NIGHT.

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2655 E C R E T EXCLUSIVE MCEO
THIS APPARENTLY BECAME TOO COSTLY FOR HIM BECAUSE WE COULD LOCATE AND

BRING HIS ARTILLERY UNDER FIRE FROM THE VISIBLE FLASH. HE HAS SINCE
CHANGED HIS TACTICS AND WITHIN THE PAST COUPLE OF MONTHS MOST OF
HIS ROUNDS HAVE BEEN FIRED DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS. HOWEVER, DURING THE
PERIOD HE WAS FIRING MAINLY AT NIGHT, WE MOVED WEAPONS OUT OF THE
GIO LING POSITION AFTER SUNDOWN AND PUT THEM IN ALTERNATE POSITIONS,
MOVING THEM BACK INTO PRIMARY POSITIONS ON A RANDOM TIME BASIS
AS WE SAW FIT. THESE WERE PRIMARILY THE HEAVIER TUBES. WE LATER FELT
THER WAS SOME INCREASED DANGER TO THE 175'S IN THE GIO LINK POSITION,
SO WE MOVED THEM ABOUT HALFWAY BACK TOWARD DONG HA; BUT BECAUSE
THIS REQUIRED ADDITIONAL INFANTRY ASSETS TO PROTECT THE WEAPONS,
WE FINALLY MADE THE DECISION TO PULL THEM BACK INTO DONG HA PROPER.
I SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT THAT WE HAVE SUFFERED SERIOUS DAMAGE TOONLY 5 OR 6 ARTILLERY PIECES IN THE DMZ AREA SINCE THE BEGINNINGOF MAY.
ONE FURTHER THOUGHT - THE ARMY'S STATEMENT ABOUT THE ENEMY MOVINGHIS ARTILLERY AROUND WHILE OURS SITS IN ITS HOLES IS A FAULTY ONE.THE ENEMY HAS NO U.S. OR ARVN GROUND FORCES TO CONTEST HIS ARTYMOVEMENT NORTH OF THE BIEN HAI RIVER. 0 N THE OTHER HAND, ANY MOVEMENTWE MAKE WITH ARTILLERY MUST OF NECESSITY CARRY A SIZEABLE INFANTRY
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~~~, .. ' o SECRET. . .• o . PAGE fIVE RQMSAK 2655 SEC RET EXCCtuSIVIi: 'MCEO 
//. SECURITY UNIT \HTH IT. TO THE EXTENT ·rHAT WE FRAGMENT OUR INFANTRY 
/0/ ASSE:TS TO PROTECT ARTIU~ERYo TO JH~T iEXTENT WE REDUCE OUR MANEUVER 
/./. FLEXIBILITY. ( I FEEL, BY THI£ WAY p -T;HAT THE eNEMY IS PROBABLY 

~ NOT MOVING HIS ARTILLERY AS MUCH AS HE WAS D SIMPLY BECAUSE 'OF THE 
/~ VERY HEAVY RA INS THAT HAVE OCCURRED THROUGHOUT THIS AREA.) 
// 3. I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE INT~RESTING J'O TAKE A LOOK AT CASUALTIES, 
/ ~ FOR T HE FIRST AND THIRD MAR INE DIVIS IONS OVER THE PAST 9 MONt HS. 
/./ MY TOTALS UP T HR dUGH 23SE PTJ::MBER IND IG-A It'.. FOR JUNE II JULY, AUGUST, o AND SEPT.EMBER484 KILLED ANi) 3,188 Wa..UNDED (EVAC) IN THE 1ST MARDIV8 o 564 KILLED AND 5,183 WOUMDED (r:VAC) IN TH~ 3RD MARDl'V. FOR THE 
/~ PERIODS JANUARY THROUGH ~lAY THE TOT-AL' fIGURES AR.g SOMEWHAT CLOSE:R, 
/~ WITH THE 1ST DIVISION LOSSING 499 KILLED A.ND 4,473 WOUNDED (E:VAC) 
/0/~~ AND THE 3RD DIVISION LOSING 662 KILL"E-DAND ~800\rJOUNDED (EVAC) G 

~/ 40 LEST ANYONE rORGE:T.THAT THE ENEMY,oIS SUFFERING, I'THINK IT IS 0. Wt)RTH NOTING THAT OUR EXTENSIVE USE. Of .... F1RESUPPORT HAS HAD CON-
~/ SIDERABLE EFFECT SINCe: 1 AUGUST. ~IN AD.qn ION TO' THE REPORTED ENEMY 
/./ KIA{i WHICH YOU HAVEo Hgf.WY CASUALTIgS';'jfPPEAR TO HAVE: BEEN INrLICTE:O 
~/ ON THE 90TH REGIMENT, WHICH IS CUR'RENTLY REPORTED TO BE 700 P[R'" 
/./ SONNEL UNDERSTRI!NGTH. CASUALTIES Dtii TO ARC LIGHTS, TACTICAL AIR 0. AND ART ILLERY HAVE BEL":N REPORTlW dY ;~U:ME:NTS OF EACH ENEMY ReGIMENT 

~ .. 

~ .. . 
PAGE SIX RUMSAK 2G55 S t: C RET EXCLU.$IVE MeEOS) .. 
ALTHOUGH KIA AND lViA TOTALS CANNOT BE ,,:trcCURAIELY DETERMINEOo 
IN ADDITION!) OUR STRIKES HAVE CAUSED MO'RALE PROBLEMS THAT APPEAR ~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~. 

TO BE EQUALLY SERIOUSe ARTILLERY AND.···TACTICAL AIR HAVE BEEN DESTRUC.­
TIVE; HOWEVER, THl!:IR EfFECT. ON .MORALE HAS NOT BEEN AS E:VIDENI AS 

~ o 
~. 
o 
~ 
~ 

HAS THAT OF THE B-52 STRIKESo . .. 

TACTICAL PRESSURE HAS CAUSED THE 29T'H REGIMENT TO WITHDRAW FROM 
THE: DMZ AREA DUE TO CASUALTIE:S,SICJt~'SSt LOW MORALE~ AND A GENERAL 
SHORThGE:. Or SUPPLIES., THE 812rHRIH.HME;.~T, AfTER SUSTAINING HEAVY 
CASUAl.TIES IN THE 3"'26 CONTACT, HAS R~MAINED INACTIVE AND MAY 
HAVE WITHDRAWN AS WELL. I THHJK ALL OF, THIS, PLUS OUR OW.N ACTIV~ 
DEFENSE OF THE AREAll HAS K~PT rHt: liijEMY OFF BALANCE AND HAS. DIS .. 
RUPTEO HIS LOG 1ST lCS A NO Dt:LA YED HIS PLA NS TO THE E:XTE I'lT T HAT HE 
HAS BE:EN UNABLE TO MOUNT ANY MAJOR '~'ROUND ATTACK II IF' THE LATTER IS 
HIS INTENT lONg WE CAN HURT HIM A GRE:'AT DI:i:AL MORE IF GIVE:N PROPER 
FORCE S., . _, . 
50 I HOPE T HIS IS Or SOME USE TO YOJJ.;:,'I W ILL -REPORt 0 N MY CONVER­
SATIONS \lJITH WESTY AFTER OUR CONFERt£N~!i:' TONORROWo WARMEST P[RSONAL 
REGARDS .. 
GP-4 
Bt 
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SECURITY UNIT WITH IT. TO THE EXTENT THAT WE FRAGMENT OUR INFANTRY
ASSETS TO PROTECT ARTILLERY. TO THAT EXTENT WE REDUCE OUR MANEUVER
FLEXIBILITY. ( I FEEL, BY THE WAY, THHI THE ENEMY IS PROBABLY
NOT MOVING HIS ARTILLERY AS MUCH AS HE WAS, SIMPLY BECAUSE OF THE
VERY HEAVY RAINS THAT HAVE OCCURRED THROUGHOUT THIS AREA.)
3. I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO TAKE A LOOK AT CASUALTIES
FOR THE FIRST AND THIRD MARINE DIVISIONS OVER THE PAST 9 MONTHS.
MY TOTALS UP THROUGH 23 SEPTEMBER INDICATE FOR JUNE, JULY, AUGUST,
AND SEPTEMBER 484 KILLED AND 3,788 WOUNDED (EVAC) IN THE 1ST MARDIV;
564 KILLED AND 5. 183 WOUNDED (EVAC) IN THE 3RD MARDIV. FOR THE
PERIODS JANUARY THROUGH MAY THE TOTAL FIGURES ARE SOMEWHAT CLOSER,
WITH THE 1ST DIVISION LOSSING 499 KILLED AND 4,473 WOUNDED (EVAC)
AND THE 3RD DIVISION LOSING 662 KILLED AND 4800 WOUNDED (EVAC)
4. LEST ANYONE FORGET THAT THE ENEMY IS SUFFERING, I THINK IT IS
WORTH NOTING THAT OUR EXTENSIVE USE OF FIRE SUPPORT HAS HAD CON-
SIDERABLE EFFECT SINCE 1 AUGUST. IN ADDITION TO THE REPORTED ENEMY
KIA, WHICH YOU HAVE, HEAVY CASUALIIES APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN INFLICTED
ON THE 90TH REGIMENT, WHICH IS CURRENTLY REPORTED TO BE 700 PER-
SONNEL UNDERSTRENGTH. CASUALIIES DUE TO ARC LIGHTS, TACTICAL AIR
AND ARTILLERY HAVE BEEN REPORTED BY ELEMENTS OF EACH ENEMY REGIMENT

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 2655 C E T EXCLUSIVE MCEO,
ALTHOUGH KIA AND WIA TOTALS CANNOT BE ACCURATELY DETERMINED.
IN ADDITION, OUR STRIKES HAVE CAUSED MORALE PROBLEMS THAT APPEAR
TO BE EQUALLY SERIOUS. ARTILLERY AND TACTICAL AIR HAVE BEEN DESTRUC-
TIVE; HOWEVER, THEIR EFFECT ON MORALE HAS NOT BEEN AS EVIDENT AS
HAS THAT OF THE B-52 STRIKES.
TACTICAL PRESSURE HAS CAUSED THE 29TH REGIMENT TO WITHDRAW FROM
THE DMZ AREA DUE TO CASUALITES, SICKNESS, LOW MORALE, AND A GENERAL
SHORTAGE OF SUPPLIES. THE 812TH REGIMENT, AFTER SUSTAINING HEAVY
CASUALTIES IN THE 3-26 CONTACT, HAS REMAINED INACTIVE AND MAY
HAVE WITHDRAWN AS WELL. I THINK ALL OF THIS, PLUS OUR OWN ACTIVE
DEFENSE OF THE AREA, HAS KEPT THE ENEMY OFF BALANCE AND HAS DIS-
RUPTED HIS LOGISTICS AND DELAYED HIS PLANS TO THE EXTENT THAT HE
HA S BEEN UNABLE TO MOUNT ANY MAJOR GROUND ATTACK, IF THE LATTER IS
HIS INTENTION. WE CAN HURT HIM A GREAT DEAL MORE IF GIVEN PROPER
FORCES.
5. I HOPE THIS IS OF SOME USE TO YOU. I WILL REPORT ON MY CONVER-
SATIONS WITH WESTY AFTER OUR CONFERENCE TOMORROW. WARMEST PERSONAL
REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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~ SECRET • . HAS-BEE:N.ENl .beG !t~,; " ~ 
qa{M2~~4fti ~~: 61 EXCLU- IV It ~ 
~ ~~ CG FMFPAC (FWD) . ~ 
~~ SEC RET SPECAl EXCLUSIVE FOR l~GEN CUSHM~~ fROM MGEN NICKERSON ~ 
I' /. CG FMFPAC FWD NOT ADDEE PASS TO l l,GEN- CUSHMAN 'f 
0."""'C'DMUSMACV MSG 23113Sl SfP EXCLUSIVE FROP'! ,GEN. tlESTMORElAND IS '/ 
0. QUOTED" ~ o ~~~~E~GfI III MAl" DrG 2117002 SfP (5) l -, ~ 
/0./. 10 (5) I HAVE EXAMINED THE RECOMMENDA"TlONS PRO,POSED IN THE REFERENCE ~ 
~/ AND AM IN ACCORD \Ii ITH YOUR PLAN TO. MOVE- THE ~H MARINES ~J ITH TWO '/ 

~ BATTAL IONS TO THE NORTH AND TO CON'CENTRATE THr SLF Gs IN THAT SAME AREA 0 '/ 
'// 20 (S) AFTER MY VISl1' TO THE 3D MARtNE DIVISION YESTERDAY, MY OPINION '/ 
"// IS CONFIRMED THAT MANY PROfITABLE TARGETS"E~,IS'T IN THUA THIEN "'QUANG TRI ~ 
-,/. AREA WHICH SHOULD BE HI! BEFORE THE Fa.t WEIGHT OF THE NORTHEASt MONSOO[~ ~ 
,/~I'/ / SET S IN" I AM CONCERNED OVER THE INDICA! IQ,NS 'OF AN ENEMY BUILDUP IN BASE lj 
0. AREA 10 i-HAl LANG FOREST 0 THIS POSE-'S A ,PANG'ERO.US THREAT TO THE lOC TO '/. 
"//. QUANT TR I AND TO 1 HE NEW A IRF IEL.D c:4,:dG'ls:r IC BNSE IN THAT AREA G '/ 

"//.'3 0 (5) IT 15 MY'INTENTION TO RETAW:THE, iST >OF THE 10151 IN III MAF '/ 
"//. UNTIL AT LEAST 1 NOVEMBER It AT WHHfH l"lME. 'L WILL MAKE A DECISION ON 11S ~ 
'//. SUBSEQUENT EMPLOYMENT BASED ON WEAt'H'ER rt EN·EMY tHREAT II AND A CONS lDERAT ION ~ 
/~~/ / OF "lHE OVERALL EMPL DYMENT OF FORC~'S ,iN ',19tz ~I 'I,N THE I NTER 1M j) YOU -~I-!OULD lj '0 MAKE MAX 1M UM USE OF ALL AVAILABLE fORCE.S "t~.u~ THE TWO NORTHERN PROV I NCES CI '/ 

1'/ YOUR PLAN TO ADJUST THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN Jr.HE iST MARINE DIVIS.Io..N· AND tHE ~ 
'// AMERXCAL DIVISION WOULD FACILITATE: ~H.ESE MOMES. , .'>_ ' ~ 
"// 4. (S) I HAVE ALERTED GENERAL ROSSQ.N ~TC'j S-E ,PRePARED TO EXPAND TH'[ - '/ 
'// PERSHING AO INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NGA.l ,l IF"flEQU!RED. '/ 
~ 5" (5) YOUR RECOMMElmATION CONCEfHUNG.'A ftOK 'A~MY BATTALION IS BEING ,./ o STUDIED BYMY STAfF 0 ~'.I~, '/ 

// 6. (S) IN SUMMARY II I HAVE NO PLANS~ TO REDUCE 1')iE NUtrlBER OF ,TROOPS IN Z 
// ICTZ 0 UPON ARRIVAL OF THE !98TH BR·IGADE~~·tA. DEC'lSION WILL BE MADE AS TO. ~ 
"//. THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST BRIG'AlDE. ;OF TilE 101ST 1\ I HEARTILY ~ 
"/~/ ~NDORSE YOUR PLAN TO'MOVE THREE OF:lFq'UR.BA:T.TA~IONS NORTH II AND SUGGEST ~ o EARL Y IMPLEMENTAT ION It BEST REGARDS-II, ltNQ-ug7,E.o '/ 
~/ 10 SUGGEST WE PASS TO SAME ADDEES !A,s REF-.- ' '/ 

~ ~~-4 ,.'. . ~ 

~ ~ 
~ ., ~ 
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DCGSECRET HAS BEEN SENT

EXCLUSIVE

P 2314242 SEP 67
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC (FWD)
BT
SECRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM MGEN NICKERSON
CG FMF PAC FWD NOT ADDEE PASS TO LIGEN CUSHMAN
COMUSMACV MSG 2311392 SEP EXCLUSIVE FROM GEN WESTMORELAND IS
QUOTED.
QUOTE:
REF: CG, III MAF DTG 211700Z SEP (S)
1. (S) I HAVE EXAMINED THE RECOMMENDATIONS PROPOSED IN THE REFERENCE
AND AM IN ACCORD WITH YOUR PLAN TO. MOVE THE 5TH MARINES WITH TWO
BATTALIONS TO THE NORTH AND TO CONCENTRATE THE SLF FS IN THAT SAME AREA.
2. (S) AFTER MY VISIT TO THE 3D MARINE DIVISION YESTERDAY, MY OPINION
IS CONFIRMED THAT MANY PROFITABLE TARGETS EXIST IN TKUA THIEN-QUANG TRI
AREA WHICH SHOULD BE HIT BEFORE THE FULL WEIGHT OF THE NORTHEAST MONSOON
SETS IN. I AM CONCERNED OVER THE INDICATIONS OF AN ENEMY BUILDUP IN BASE
AREA 101-HAI LANG FOREST. THIS POSE'S A DANGEROUS THREAT TO THE LOC TO
QUANT TRI AND TO THE NEW AIRFIELD LOGISTIC BASE IN THAT AREA.
3. (S) IT IS MY INTENTION TO RETAIN THE 1ST OF THE 10 IST IN III MAF
UNTIL AT LEAST 1 NOVEMBER , AT WHICH TIME.I WILL MAKE A DECISION ON ITS
SUBSEQUENT EMPLOYMENT BASED ON WEATHER, ENEMY THREAT, AND A CONSIDERATION
OF THE OVERALL EMPLOYMENT OF FORCES IN ICTZ: IN THE INTERIM , YOU SHOULD
MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF ALL AVAILABLE FORCES IN THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES,
YOUR PLAN TO ADJUST THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE
AMERICAL DIVISION WOULD FACILITATE THESE MOVES.
4. (S) I HAVE ALERTED GENERAL ROSSON TO BE PREPARED TO EXPAND THE
PERSHING AO INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NGAI, IF " REQUERED.
5. (S) YOUR RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING. ROK ARMY BATTALION IS BEING
STUDIED BY MY STAFF .
6. (S) IN SUMMARY, I HAVE NO PLANS TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF TROOPS IN
ICIZ. UPON ARRIVAL OF THE 198TH BRIGADE, A DECISION WILL BE MADE AS TO
THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST BRIGADE OF THE 101ST. I HEARTILY
ENDORSE YOUR PLAN TO MOVE THREE OF FOUR BATTALIONS NORTH, AND SUGGEST
EARLY IMPLEMENTATION. BEST REGARDS. UNQUOTE.
1. SUGGEST WE PASS TO SAME ADDEES AS REF
GP -4
BT
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ECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL WESTMOREL AND FROM LI GEN CUSHMAN.

1. AS YOU KNOW, THE ENEMY THREAT IN ICTZ, AND PARTICULARLY IN THE
DMZ, CONTINUES UNABATED D URING THE PAST WEEK TWO THINGS HAVE OCCURRED
WHICK ARE OF REAL CONCERN AND WHICH HAVE CASUED ME TO REASSESS THE
ENEMY'S CAPABILITIES, FIRST, THE ENEMY HAS CONVINCINGLY DEMONSTRATED
THAT HE CAN MASS HIS SUPPORTING FIRES, ON OCCASION HE FIRED OVER
200 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY IN A VERY FEW MINUTES, CORRDINATED WITH MEAVY
MORT AR FIRE NOT ONLY AGAINST OUR STRONG POINTS BUT AGAINST MOBILE

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2044 S E CR E SPECAT CLUSIVE
FORCES AS WELL. SECONDLY, THE EARLY AND T OR RENT IAL RAINS HAVE DECREASED
THE EFFECI IVENESS OF AIR SUPPORT AND COUNTER-BATTERY FIRE AS WELL AS
MAKING RE-SUPPLY AND REINFORCEMENT D ISTURBINGLY SLOW AND DIFFICULT.
EFFECTS OF THESE FACTORS ON INSURING AN AD E QUATE AND ACTIVE DEFENSE
ARE EVIDENT.
2. I HAD HOPED THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO HANDLE THE ENEMY WITH SOMEWHAT
REDUCED FORCES DURING THE NE MONSOON, HOWEVER, I ALWAYS HAD SERIOUS
RESERVATIONS AND AFTER LISTENING TO THE BRIEFING BY YOUR STRATEGIC
STUDY TEAM AM MORE CONVINCED THAN EVER OF THE HIGH RISKS INVOLVED IN
REDUCING FORCES IN ICTZ AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCT URE. WITH MORE THAN
50 PER CE NT OF THE ACTIVE COMBAT IN SVN GOING ON IN THIS AREA AND WITH
INTELLIGENCE INDICATIONS THAT THE ENEMY MAY BE WILLING T ACCEPT
INORDINATELY HIGH CASUALT IES TO ACHIEVE LIMITED OBJECTIVES, HE COULD
BE EMBARKED ON A STRATEGY TO GAIN A BARGAINING POSITION AT ALL
COSTS.
3. AS YOU ARE AWARE, I HAVE A VERY LIMITED CAPABILITY TO REINFORCE
IN THE DMZ AREA WITHOUT UNCOVERING IN VARYING DEGREES OTHER VITAL
AREAS, AND WHILE I AM CERTAIN WE WILL EXTRACT A SUBSTANTIAL TOLL IF
THE ENEMY CHOOSES A MORE AGRESSIVE COURSE OF ACTION, I FEEL WE RUN
TOO HIGH A RISK IF PLANS TO SHIFT US ELEMENTS FROM ICIZ TO TACT ICAL
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PAGE THREE RUMSAK SPECAP EX LOVE
AREAS FURTHER SOUTH ARE EXECUTED. IN FACT, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT
WE AT LEAST CONTINUE THE PRESENT FORCE LEVEL THROUGH THE MONTHS
IMMEDIATELY AHE AD.
40 SPECIFICALLY, I PR OPOSE THE FOLLOWING GENERAL D ISPOSITION OF FORCES:
A. THE AMERICAL DIVISION, WITH 3 BRIGADES (198TH, 196TH, 3/4TH),
RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG NGAI, QUANG TIN AND THAT PORTION OF QUANG NAM
THAT INCLUDES THE QUI SUN-HIEP DUC VALLEY. THIS WOULD GIVE MINIMUM
BUT DE QUATE COVERAGE OF THE AREA WHERE THE 2D NV A IV HAS CONCENTRA-
TED AND WOULD AT THE SAME T IME FREE TWO BATTALIONS AND A COMMAND GROUP
OF THE 5TH MARINES TO MOVE NORTH
B. THE ROK MARINE BDE WOULD REMAIN IN PLACE BUT EXTEND ITS
AREA OF OPNS TO THE TRA KHUC IVER. AND I WOULD UR GE YOUR THOUGHT FUL
CONSIDERATION OF THE ADDITION OF A ROK ARMY BN TO THE MARINE BDE TO
EXPAND ITS CAPABILITY TO OPERATE IN THE QUANG NGAI AREA,
Co THE 1ST MAR DIV, WITH 2 AND 1/3 REGTS WOULD CONTINUE TO BE

RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG NAM, LESS THAT SMALL PORTION ASSUMED BY THE
AMERICAL DIV.
D. THE 3D MARD IV WOULD CONT INUE TO HOLD RESPONSIBILITY FOR THUA THIEN
AND QUANG TRI: BUT TO T HE IR PRESENT FOR CE OF 10 BNS (INCLUDING THE

OKI ROTATIONAL BN) WOULD BE ADDED THE COMMAND GROUP AND 2 BNS OF THE

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2044 SECR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
5TH MARINES. THESE ADDITIONS, PL US THE CONT INUING AVAILABILITY OF THE
2 SLF'S WOULD PROVIDE THE MINIMUM FORCE TO COUNTER A SERIOUS ENEMY
ATTACK IN THE DMZ AREA AND TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPPORT UNITIES TO
DESTROY ENEMY BATTALIONS PIECEMEAL SOUTH OF THE BEN HAI AS THEY OPEN

T HEMSELVES TO ATTACK.
5. IN ADDITION, I RECOMMEND THAT THE 101ST AIRBORNE BDE REMAIN HERE
AS LONG AS THE WEATHER PERMITS THE KINDS OF OPERATIONS AT WHICH THEY
ARE SO ADEPT. THEY CAN MAKE INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE AREA

WHERE THEY NOW ARE OPERATING AS WELL AS IN THE KEY BASE AREAS BOTH
IN THE NORT HERN AND SOUTHERN SECT OR S OF ICIZ.
60 I REALIZE YOUR PROBLEMS IN DISTRIBUTING LIMITED ASSETS THROUGHOUT
SVN BUT I SUBMIT THAT THE COMMITMENT OF FORCES LISTED ABOVE TO I

COR PS IS THE ONLY PRIDENT COURSE, GIVEN THE REALITIES OF THE SITUATION
HERE.
GP-4
BT
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/./ IN WHICH REI..U:r IS CONSIDatED APPROPRIATE, P1.EASE GIVE THE REASONS 
~ WHICH PROMPTED THIS CONCLUSION. .! • 
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SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN METZGER FROM
LIGEN CUSHMAN, MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
1. IT IS REQUESTED THAT YOU PROVIDE THIS HEADQUARTERS WITH A
CANDID EVALUATION OF EACH OF THE VNAF COMMANDERS LISTED BELOW.
IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT SUCH EVALUATIONS BE ACCOMPLISHED AND
TRANSMITTED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT ITS EXISTENCE IS NOT SUSPECTED
BY ANY VIETNAMESE PERSONNEL AND IS NOT KNOWN TO US PERSONNEL
OTHER THAN THOSE ESSENTIAL TO COMPILE AND TRANSMIT IT.
2. CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO SUCH MATTERS AS PROFESSIONAL
MILITARY COMPETENCE , INFLUENCE IN THE CIVILIAN COMMUNITY,
REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND FAIR DEALING, GENERAL EFFECTIVENESS,
ETC.
3. EACH COMMANDER SHOULD BE EVALUATED AS: EXCELLENT (E), OR
SATISFACTORY (5), OR SHOULD BE RELIEVED (R). IN THOSE INSTANCES
IN WHICH RELIEF IS CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE, PLEASE GIVE THE REASONS
WHICH PROMPTED THIS CONCLUSION.

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2577 SECRET SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
4. EVALUATIONS ARE DESIRED BY 4 OCTOBER ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING:

1. CG 1ST ARVN DIVISION
2. CO EACH ARVN REGIMENT IN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN PROVINCES
3. CO EACH AR VN BATTALION INCLUDING SEPARATE BNS E.G. RANGER,
AIRBORNE, ETC., OPERATING IN SUCH AREA.
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1. IT IS REQUESTED THAT YOU PROVIDE THIS HEAD QUARTERS WITH A
CANDID EVALUATION OF EACH OF THE VNAF COMMANDERS LISTED BELOW.
IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT SUCH EVALUATIONS BE ACCOMPLISHED AND
TRANSMITTED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT ITS EXISTENCE IS NOT SUSPECTED
BY ANY VIETNAMESE PERSONNEL, AND IS NOT KNOWN TO US PERSONNEL
OTHER THAN THOSE ESSENTIAL TO COMPILE AND TRANSMIT IT.
2. CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO SUCH MATTERS AS PROFESSIONAL
MILITARY COMPETENCE, INFLUENCE IN THE CIVILIAN COMMUNITY ,
REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND FAIR DEALING, GENERAL EFFECTIVENESS,
ETC.
3. EACH COMMANDER SHOULD BE EVALUATED ÀS: EXCELLENT (E), OR
SATISFACTORY (S), OR SHOULD BE RELIEVED (R). IN THOSE INSTANCES
IN WHICH RELIEF IS CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE, PLEASE GIVE THE
REASONS WHICH PROMPTED THIS CONCLUSION.

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2576 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
4. EVALUATIONS ARE DESIRED BY 4 OCTOBER ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING:

1. CG 2ND ARVN DIV
2. CO EACH ARVN REGIMENT INCLUDING 51ST ARVN REGT IN QUANG
NAM AND NORTHERN QUANG TIN PROVINCES
3. CMDR, QUANG DA SPECIAL ZONE
4. CO EACH AR VN AND RF BATTALION, INCLUDING SEPARATE BNS.
E.G. RANGER , AIRBORNE, ETC. OPERATING IN SUCH AREAS
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1. IT IS REQUESTED THAT YOU PROVIDE THIS HEAD QUARTERS WITH A
CAND ID EVALUATION OF EACH OF THE VNAF COMMANDERS LISTED BELOW.
IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT SUCH EVALUATIONS BE ACCOMPLISHED AND
TRANSMITTED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT ITS-EXISTENCE IS NOT SUSPECTED
BY ANY VIETNAMESE PERSONNEL, AND IS NOT KNOWN TO us PERSONNEL
OTHER THAN THOSE ESSENTIAL TO COMPILE AND TRANSMIT IT.
2. CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO SUCH MATTERS AS PROFESSIONAL
MILITARY COMPETENCE, INFLUENCE IN THE CIVILIAN COMMUNITY,
REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND FAIR DEALING, GENERAL EFFECTIVENESS,
ETC.
3. EACH COMMANDER SHOULD BE EVALUATED AS: EXCELLENT ( E), OR
SATISFACTORY (s), OR SHOULD BE RELIEVED (R). IN THOSE INSTANCES
IN WHICH RELIEF IS CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE, PLEASE GIVE THE
REASONS WHICH PROMPTED THIS CONCLUSION,
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1. CG 2ND ARVN DIV
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PROVINCES
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AIRBORNE, ETC., OPERATING IN SUCH AREA.
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C 0 N F I D E N T I A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAD GREENE INFO LIGEN
KRULAK FROM LIEUTENANT GENERAL CUSHMAN.
SUBJ: WASHINGTON POST NEWS ARTICLE OF 24 SEPTEMBER 1967
1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH MACV AND III MAF DIRECTIVES, INTERVIEWS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO BE GIVEN TO THE PRESS UPON REQUEST AND THUS SENIOR
OFFICERS HAVE NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO GRANT INTERVIEWS. THE SUBJECT
INTERVIEW WAS GIVEN TO TOM CHEATMAM , UPI, BY GEN METZGER OR THE
SENIOR MARINE IN THE AREA AT DONG HA AT APPROXIMATELY 1030, 23
SEPTEMBER 1967, AT CHEATHAM'S REQUEST. THE INTERVIEW WAS RECORDED
AND A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE 3D MARINE DIVISION PIC WAS PRESENT
IT WAS ALSO STRESSED BY GENERAL MEIZGER THAT ALL ME WOULD DISCUSS
WAS THE SPECIFIC AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ, THAT HE
HAS THE ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDER WITH NO COMBAND FUNCTIONS, THAT
ME DESIRED NO PERSONAL PUBLICITY, AND MANY STATEMENTS WERE OFF THE
RECORD.

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2404 C 0 I D T I A SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
2. THE INTERVIEW CENTERED ON THE QUESTIONS OF INCOMING ENEMY
MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE, THE STRENGTH OF EMENY UNITS SOUTH OF
THE DMZ , AND WHETHER CONTHIEN COULD BE ATTACKED. AN ANALYSIS
OF THE ARTICLE, WHEN COMPARED TO THE RECORDED INTERVIEW, REVEALS
THE FOLLOWING FACTS:

A. THE HEADLINE IS A GROSS MISREPRESENTATIO OF THE ACTUAL
QUOTE, AS OUTLINED IN THE BODY OF THE TEXT, WHICH STATES WE CANNOT
DESTROY QUOTE EVERYTHING UNQUOTE (REPEAT EVERYTHING) IN THE AREA,
IT IS NOTED THAT THIS ALMOST EXACILY PARALLEL'S A QUOTE OF GENERAL
VALT IN HIS TALK GIVEN IN LANSING, MICHIGAN WHICH IS QUOTED IN THE
AP AS FOLLOWS: *WE ARE SHELLED CONSTANTLY BY ARTILLERY FIRE FROM
NORTH VIETNAM WALT SAID . WE CAN KNOCK SOME OF IT OUT WITH OUR
ARTILLERY AND PLANES, oUT A LOT OF IT WE CAN'T. SOME OF THEIR GUNS
APE IN CAVES OR UNDERGROUND, THE ONLY WAY WE COULD KNOCK THEM ALL
OUT IS TO OCCUPY THE AREA. FROM THE TAPE THE SUBJECT QUOTE WAS
CLEARLY STATED AS BEING OFF THE RECORD "WE ARE DELUDING OURSELVES
IF WE THINK THAT BECAUSE WE ARE FIRING 5,800 ROUNDS OR PUTTING
MASSIVE AIRSTRIKES IN THAT WE ARE DESTROYING EVERYTHING."

S. IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SUBJECT ARTICLE THERE IS A QUOTE
FROM U.S. COMMAND IN SAIGON WHICH DISCUSSES CURRENT U.S. ARTILLERY
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PAGE THREE RUNSAK 2404 C 1 A SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
AND AIR STRIKES NORTH OF THE DMZ. THIS OSVIOUSLY SLANTS THE ARTICLE
TO MAKE IT APPEAR THIS EFFORT IS BEING DEPRECIATED.

C. DURING THE INTERVIEW, CHEATHAM REQUESTED INFORMATION AS TO
ENEMY TROOPS AROUND CON THIEN. IT WAS CAREFULLY EXPLAINED TO HIM
THAT ALTHOUGH WHERE THE COST WAS GREAT TO THE ENENY, THEY WERE
APPARENTLY WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE AND THAI THEY WERE INFILTRATING
ACROSS THE BIEN HAI RIVER IN GROUPS OF FIVE OR TEN. COMMENT: THERE
IS NO OTHER REASONALLE WAY TO EAPLAIN THE ENEMY FORCES WHICH ARE FACING
US SOUTH OF THE RIVER AND WHICH CHEATHAM KNEW OF HAVING BEEN BACK
CROUND BRIEFED BY MIGHER HEADQUARTERS, AND FROM HIS OWN EXPERIENCE.
IT IS NOTED AN ALMOST IDENTICAL STATEMENT IS IN THE STARS AND STRIPES
OF 25 SEPTEMBER 1967.

D. THE ARTICLE MISSTATED THAT GENERAL METZGER HINTED THE NVA
COULD BE EXPECTED TO ATTACK CON THIEN. THE ANSWER IN RESPONSE TO THE
QUESTION WAS THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE IF THEY WERE WILLING TO PAY THE
PRICE. COMMENT THE FOREGOING HAVE BEEN REPEATEDLY STATED AT EVERY
LEVEL OF COMMAND AND ARE COMMON KNOWLEDGE. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY TO
EXPLAIN THE ENEMY'S OBJECTIVES IN THE AREA. IT WAS NOTED THAT THE
ARTICLE QUOTED METZGER IN SAYING THAT THEY WOULD PAY "A HIGH PRICE
IF THEY ATTACKED" IT WOULD HAVE BEEN FOOLISH TO COMPLETELY WRITE

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2424 C A. L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
OFF THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ATTACK AND WOULD CAUSE A CREDITABILITY OF
U.S. MILITARY TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE QUESTION.

E. THE MOST MISLEADING PORTION OF THE ARTICLE ARE THE HEADLINES,
LEAD PARAGRAPH AND CAPTION UNDER THE PICTURE AND THE REARRANGING AND
CO -KINGLING OF QUOTES FROM SAICON AND DONG HA. A LOGICAL
DEDUCTION IS THAT THIS WAS DONE BY THE UPI DUREAU. ALL THE FOREGOING
INACCURACIES ARE DESIGNED TO CORFUSE THE READER SO THAT HE READS THE
SELECTED QUOTES IN A BIACED CONTEXT.
A. IN SUMMARY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT DIRECTIVES, A PRESS
INTERVIEW WAS HELD. THREE MAIN QUESTIONS WERE ADDRESSED BY THE
REPORTER AND THE ANSWERS GIVEN IN BRIEF WERE: WE CANNOT DESTROY
EVERYTHING IN THE AREA NORTH OF THE DMZ BY ARTILLERY AND AIR. COMMENT
= THIS HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY SAID oY MILITARY COMMANDERS AS SHOWN BY
THE CITED QUOTE OF GENERAL WALT. SECONDLY, THAT WE CANNOT COMPLETELY
STOP MINOR (5 TO 10 MEN) INFILTRATION IF THEY ACCEPT HIGH
CASUALTIES ACROSS THE BIEN HAI RIVER o Y ARTILLERY AND AIR. COMMENT-
THIS IS SELF-EVIDENT BY THE ENEMY STRENGTH SOUTH OF THE DMZ. AND
THIRDLY, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER CON THIEN COULD BE ATTACKED,
HERE THE ANSWER GIVEN WAS A DISCUSSION OF THE MUCH QUOTED ENEMY
OBJECTIVES IN THE DMZ AREA. THE QUOTED COMMENT WAS OUT OF CONTEXT
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AND ONLY A PART OF THE ANSWER. AT NO TIME DURING THE INTERVIEW WAS
A NOTE OF PESSIMISM STRUCK OR ANY INDICATION THAT WE ARE NOT DOING
EXTREMELY WELL. THE OVERWHELMING SUPERIORITY OF U.S. FORCES,
THE MASSIVE FIRE SUPERIORITY COMPLETE AIR SUPERIORITY AND THE COURAGE,
DETERMINATION AND CALIBER OF THE YOUNG MARINES WAS STRESSED BUT
OMITTED IN THE ARTICLE. THIS CAN ONLY BE ATTRIBUTED TO ANOTHER
EXAMPLE OF THE PRESS'S SELECTED USE OF QUOTES TO SUPPORT AN
EDITORIAL LINE. WE JUST FACE THE FACT THAT ENEMY ARTILLERY IS

FIRING ALONG THE DHZ, THERE ARE LIENY FORCES SOUTH OF THE DMZ, AND
II IS POSSIBLE FOR THE ENEMY TO ATTACK CON THIEN OR ANY OTHER
OF OUR POSITIONS. THIS HAS BEEN DISCUSSED AT EVERY LEVEL OF

COMMAND.
5. IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, IT is BELIEVED THAT THE QUOTES OF

GENERAL METZGEF WHEN TAKEN BY THEMSELVES, WERE IN CONTEXT WITH
PREVIOUS PUBLIC STATEMENTS AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES. FURTHER, UPI HAD
USED A QUOTE WHICH THE RECORDED INTERVIEW CLEARLY SHOWS WAS
PUT OFF THE RECORD. J. HAVE CAREFULLY REVIEWED THE RECORDED INTERVIEW
AND II REFLECTS COMPLETE SUPPORT OF OUR OPERATIONS AND NATIONAL
OBJECTIVES IN VIETNAM. ALL OF THE QUOTES WERE BASED ON
STATEMENTS PREVIOUSLY MADE BY OTHERS IN HICH POSITION, I HAVE

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 2404 C I A 1. SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
GIVEN ORDERS THAT GENERAL OFFICERS AND COMMANDERS HAVE A DUTY TO
TALK TO THE PRESS. THERE IS ALWAYS THE RISK OF A SLANTED ARTICLE,
BUT IT IS A RISK WE HAVE TO TAKE AFTER LISTENING TO THE TAPE,
I CONSIDER THAT THE ENTIRE INTERVIEW WAS FACTUAL, NOT
DEROGATORY OF OUR EFFORT AND WELL STATED. THE FAULT LIES WITH
THE PRESS AND NOT GENERAL METZGER.
GP-4
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// !o nm: £,ASUAlTY LEVEL CURRENTI.. Y BEING EXPER.IENCED 6Y ~ 
// THE MARINES IN THE D~lZ REGl.ON IS 100 HIGH.~ 'CONSIDER'" ,,, 
~/. i.Na THE OPERATIONAl. BENEFITS RECEIVED,g IN IHE ·PAST. ~ 
I'/' MONTH 958 MARINES HAVE BEEN KI1.LED OR -SERIOU51.Y . ,~ 
//. WOUNDED IN THE DMZ AREA ALO NE \J AND IN THE fAST SIX '/ 
~ ,MONTHS THE T01AL NUMBER OF MARl NES KILLED OR SERIOUS!.. Y ~ 
~~: . t40UNDED 1\\1 tHAT AREA HAS BEEN 4,961~ WHILE THE ENEMY IS '1 
// PAYING A HEAVY PRICE VOR HIS PAINS"'~SOME' 1 ~900 KILLED IN ~ 
// r HE DMZ AREA IN THE PAST SIX MO NTHS ..... !HE COST. to US IS '/ 
~/., stILL TOO MIGHo ftlORE Il'lPORTANT, UNL.ESS somE.THING IS '/ 
~i., DONE ABOUT It r OUR GI%SUALTIES HJ THE. DMZ . ARE L!KEl Y TO ~ 
~ ~~urHi MAIN PROBLEM IS THAT OUR FORCES'BUTTED UP .'.~ ~ 
~' AGAINST, THE DMZ ARE AT ASERIO,US TACTICAL ElSApVAWrAG~,. ~ 
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NICKERSON. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. SECTION
A. CG FMFPAC LTR SER 000508-67 ZTD 29MAY67
1. THE CASUALTY LEVEL CURRENTLY BEING EXPERIENCED BY
THE MARINES IN THE DMZ REGION IS TOO HIGH, CONSIDER or

ING THE OPERATIONAL BENEFITS RECEIVED. IN THE PAST
MONTH 958 MARINES HAVE BEEN KILLED OR SERIOUSLY
WOUNDED IN THE DMZ AREA ALONE, AND IN THE PAST SIX
MONTHS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MARINES KILLED OR SERIOUSLY
WOUNDED IN THAT AREA HAS BEEN 4,961. WHILE THE ENEMY IS
PAYING A HEAVY PRICE YOR HIS PAINS--SOME 7,900 KILLED IN
THE DMZ AREA IN THE PAST SIX MONTHS sub THE COST TO US IS
STILL TOO HIGH. MORE IMPORTANT , UNLESS SOMETHING IS
DONE ABOUT II, OUR CASUALTIES IN THE DMZ ARE LIKELY TO
MOUNT.
2. THE MAIN PROBLEM IS THAT OUR FORCES BUTTED UP
AGAINST THE DMZ ARE AT A SERIOUS TACTICAL EISADVANTAGE.
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0., '·PAGE 2 RUMHFNA 3705 SEC R IE T _. 
~/ IME EWEr~Y, ENJOYING THE SENEFITSO F T.HE NVN SANCTUARY o 
'//( HAS A REAR AREA THAT IS SECURE AGAINST atm· MAi\lE.u1fR C) WE 
~ /l CMlNOT GEt aEHxr~D HIM 1'0 CUT HIM 0 F'F mOM HIS. SUP?L lES 
~/. OR TO OVERRUN IUS ARtILLERY «; '/U.ONG THE DMZ tJE MUST· ... 
~/. FACE HIM ON FRCHJ'CAL TERMS It FOREG.O.I NG THE BE P-JEF'lTS0 F 0. MANEUVER I) AT LEAST SO LONG AS WE, ELECT TO ,MAINTAIN OUR 0. KEY 'OUTPOST f?OS in ONS 'AND :OUR FORWAJRD Loo.a 8TH~f'. . 0. I NSf ALLAr 10 NS II .' . 

~/;: . 3. AllJONG THE ADVANTAGES ENJOYED BY l,HE ENE~lY IN JUS 
//i SANCUTARY THE KEY Ot.JE IS IN THE: AREA Of ARIILl.ERY AND 
//.:: HEAVY,ROCKET SUPPORT 0 DURING THE PAST fIiONTH, YOH, -
~. EXAMPLE ~ ABOUT 4~00(2l ROUNDS HAVE FAl.LE NON CO M IHlEN 
'// ALOfllE!l AND ON 20 SEPTEMBER THAT OUT.PQST 'f001< 441 
// "ROUNDS ~ WE Est IfliAfF. 'YHAT T HEflE ARE mOM .!~0 1'0 110 ' 
//':'" .. ARTILLERY PIECESt'I t1ITH R.AH~GES UP TO ~n~400 METERS g IN 
/0///' AND NORTij Of THE DMZ" POSI'r!OrJED WHERE THEY .IAN FIRE 
// ON OUR FORWARD POSITIONS. THESE ARllLLER'l'.PiECES ARE 0. LOCAIED r«lRTH Of tHE BEN HAt RIVER, 'IN AN AREA EXTENDING. 
// GENERALL.Y FROM A POINt OORTfRlJEST OF oor~ THIEN p EAST 
~/ TO VIN L.INH AND IHF.:r~CE to THE COAST 0 THERE ARE MANY o . 
~ '. 0. PAGE 3 RUHHFMA 3705 S E CR E 1 .... 
//. POSITIOr.lAREAS" SOf1E OCCUFIED AND SO~1E.UOOCC:UPIED; 
//" AND THE EMEt~Y MOVES HIS ltlEAPONS FROI~ ONE TO AII.IOIHER 

0~/ TO FACILITATE DECEPTION. RECEroiL Y HE HAS PUT INT,O EFFECT 
,/. A Cor4MOtJ Uc> SG OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUE, IN 1HE FORf1 OF 
~ r IME...Q}J-TARGET FIRE II WHERE LARGE. QUANTITIES OF M1MUNl ... 
,:,/ !,.lOWARE.F1RED ON A SINGLE TARGET OVER ·A SHORT PERIOD OF' 
':'/l' lI'1E ~ AND SRON MANY WEAPO roB (I 1.1 XEtnSE HE~ HAS BEG UM 
//TO"MIXAIRomBURsr OR INFLUENCE FUZING' .AMONG HIS ROUNDS 
0~ TO ENHANCE THE CASUALTY EffECT AGfUNSl TfW-OPS IN THE 
0.,~> OPEN (I tHESE, ARE SOUND· TECHrHQUES SI AND-. MAY,-BE EXPECTED 0. it· to co rrr I NUE c .. 

~/t 4(> THIS ARrn.lERV THREAT IS ONE WHICH ~ ur~DER EX!STING 
//;, co NSIR.Al NT S, CA N BE OVER co ~1E I) NL Y 1 tIRO UG H FIR E . 
/'/ SUPPORT MEANS IJ SHlllE WE ARE NO! AT lIBERTY 10 MANEUVER 
~/ AGAI NST IT (I NEVERTHELESS, AND WHILE A. MAJOR o AIR/ARrJ!.LERY/r~GF' EF'F'OR1' HAS BEEr~ UMDERWAY -.FOR SOME 0& rH1E TO DIMHJISH 1M,!!: INTENSITY AND EFfoECrIVE~JESS .oF THE 
~/. It NEMV ~s FIRE I) l' HE RESULTS THUS FAR HAVE Nl)r S-EEN 
~/ DECISIVEe THE !NTENSil'Y ArJD· SCOPE .01' OUR EFFORT HAS 
~ JUST NOT BEEro G~I EN~UGH.~__ _. __ 
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PAGE 2 RUKHFMA 3705 ECRET
THE ENERY, ENJOYING THE BENEFITS OF THE NVN SANCTUARY D
HAS A REAR AREA THAT IS SECURE AGAINST OUR MANEUVER. WE
CANNOT GET BEHIND HIM TO CUT HIM OFF FROM HIS SUPPLIES
OR TO OVERRUN HIS ARTILLERY. ALONG THE DMZ WE MUST
FACE HIM ON FRONTAL TERMS, FOREGOING THE BENEFITS OF
MANEUVER AT LEAST SO LONG AS WE ELECT TO MAINTAIN OUR
KEY OUTPOST POSITIONS AND OUR FORWARD LOGISTIC
INSTALLATIONS.
3. AMO NG THE ADVANTAGES ENJOYED BY THE ENEMY IN HIS
SANCUTARY THE KEY ONE IS IN THE AREA OF ARTILLERY AND
HEAVY ROCKET SUPPORT DURING THE PAST MONTH, YOR
EXAMPLE, ABOUT 4,000 ROUNDS HAVE FALLEN ON CON THIEN
ALONE , AND ON 20 SEPTEMBER THAT OUTPOST TOOK 441
ROUNDS. WE ESTIMATE THAT THERE ARE FROM 100 TO 110
ARTILLERY PIECES, WITH RANGES UP TO 27,400 METERS, IN
AND NORTH OF THE DMZ, POSITIONED WHERE THEY IAN FIRE
ON OUR FORWARD POSITIONS. THESE ARTILLERY PIECES ARE
LOCATED NORTH OF THE BEN HAI RIVER , IN AN AREA EXTENDING
GENERALLY FROM A POINT NORTHWEST OF CON THIEN, EAST
TO VIN LINH AND THENCE TO THE COAST. THERE ARE MANY

PAGE 3 RUNKFMA 3705 SECRET
POSITION AREAS, SOME OCCUPIED AND SOME UNO CCUPIED
AND THE ENEMY MOVES HIS WEAPONS FROM O NE TO ANOTHER
TO FACILITATE DECEPTION. RECENTLY HE HAS PUT INTO EFFECT
A COMMON U. S. OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUE, IN THE FORM OF
TIME -TARGET FIRE, WHERE LARGE QUANTITIES OF AMMUNI a
TION ARE FIRED ON A SINGLE TARGET OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF
TIME, AND SROM MANY WEAPONS, LIKEWISE HE HAS BEGUN
TO MIX AIR-BURST OR INFLUENCE FUZING AMO NG HIS ROUNDS
TO ENHANCE THE CASUALTY EFFECT AGAINST TROOPS IN THE
OPEN. THESE ARE SOUND TECHNIQUES, AND.. MAY BE EXPECTED
TO CONTINUE
4. THIS ARTILLERY THREAT IS ONE WHICH, UNDER EXISTING
CONSTRAINTS , CAN BE OVERCOME ONLY THROUGH FIRE
SUPPORT MEANS , SINIE WE ARE NOT AT LIBERTY TO MANEUVER
AGAINST IT. NEVERT HELESS, AND WHILE A MAJOR
AIR/ARTILLERY/NGF EFFORT HAS BEEN UNDERWAY FOR SOME
TIME TO DIMINISH THE INTENSITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
ENEMY'S FIRE THE RESULTS THUS FAR HAVE NOT BEEN
DECISIVE. THE INTENSITY AND SCOPE OF OUR EFFORT HAS
JUST NOT BEEN GREAT ENOUGH.
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"// 5. THE PROBUt£Vl OF HEAVY CASUALTIES. IS NOT CONFI~ED 
// TO tHE DMZ It· WE ARE AP..SO: FEELING tHE" .PINCH IN -THE "/0./ ,TWELVE HUNDRED SQUARE r~IL.E AR[A EXTENDING SOUTH OF 
// THE LINE 6iO l.INHoCON IHIEN"'KHE SANH.TO CAMP EVANS e 
/~ THE LEDSI\l BECAUSE OF THE THINNESS OF OUR. FORCE NEXT, 

0
~~ ... ,., ..... TO 1.HE DMZ I/HAVE BEEN ABLE 10 INFILTRATE RESPECTABLit 
~ POWER INTO THIS.REGXON ... ...pERHAPS TWELVE SAITAl.IONSo 

1 HESE UNITS ARE OPERAl'U1G AGAINST 0 UR BASE AREAS AND 
// COMMUNICATION LlNES ; .. ..wITM DIFFICUlTY fI MJD, AT 
/L CONSIDERABLE COST 9 BUT OPERATING TU[.RE NEVERTHELESS 0 

~0~~ tHESE ARE THE EMEPJY UNITS THAT ARE CAUSING TROUBLE 
~ ALONG ROiJTE 9 9 NEAR CAM L f) NORTH OF CUA VIEt AND 
// EAST OF KHE SANHo tHESE ARE THE UNITS WHICH CAUSE US 
// CASUAl.:rU:S BY (1!ORtAR AND ROCKET All'AC'KS' ON LOeISrlc 
'/ INSTALLATIONS A,ND OtHER NECESSARU,'Y.fIXEQ't.,OCALI1'IESo 
// HOWEVER, U~jL.Il(ETHE!R COMPANIONS FARTHER NORTH Al.Or-.U~ 
~ THE DMZ, THESE NVA mnTS DO NOT HAVE·.ft SAN,CTUPJtY o 
// THEY ARE VULNERABLE; SUSPEPTIBLE TOa::SOUtT.10 NAND ZEeI" o PiAl'lON BY fORCES WHICH ARE FREE TO ~1A'\iJEUVER. AROUND o AND Af/ltH1G 'n{~Mo But CG III MAl' AND.CO . .ICORPS ZO MOT 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

PAGE' 5 RU~H~jA 3105 S EC R It Y. 
TOGETHER HAVE THE FORCES NECESSARY 10 CHOP.. . 
UP AND DESTROY TI:IE ENEMY IN TIns LARGE AREA, l~Hn.E STIl.l 
FULFIL.LI NG ALL OF THEIR OTHER OBLIGAT IONS.o AS A RESUL l' , 
T HE ENEMY ENJOYS A DEGREE OF FREEDOM WHICH HE SHOULD 
BE ZENIIID 0 

60 ON BALANCE ft THE FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR OUR' FORCES 
DEPLOYED !NTHE DMZ AREA IAN BE MEASURED ONLY IN TERMS 
OF A CONTINUED HIGH LEVEL OF' UNREQUITED CI%SUtU.TIES 1I 

UNLESS DECISIVE ACTION IS TAKEN to REDRES$ ·THE SITUATION Q 

tlMO NG T HE AVAILABLE OPTIO NS ~ THE FOLLOW l. NG ARE 
CONSIDERED TO MERIT CONSIDERAIrONg ",'. 

Af!> WITHDRAW OUR INSTALLATIONS NEAR THE DMZ 9 [\lOVI~ 
1 NE~l SOblTHttJARD, OUT OF NVA ARTILLERY RANGE'Ql THEN ~ IF 
THE ENEMY DESIRES TO ,USE HIS ARTILLERY.AGAI~ST .US ll IT 
~JIlL BE NECESSARY FOR MIN TO DISPLACE IT SOUTH OF THE 
BEN HAIg l~HERE \4E CAN GET AT IT 0 HE. t40U1.,D THUS BE ' 
DENIED SOME MEASURE OF HIS SANCTUARY ADVANTAGEo 

B(I OO~UClfi JOINT AMPHIBIOUS/AIRBORNE .oPERATION 
LANDING ON THE WVN COAST D NORTH OF"I.l1E ZMZ, S\~EEPING .. 
SOUTH THROUGH THE DMZ TO DESTROY THE NVA TROOPS II 
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5. THE PROBLEM OF HEAVY CASUALITES IS NOT CONFINED
TO THE DMZ. WE ARE AL SO FEELING THE PINCH IN THE
TWELVE HUNDRED SQUARE MILE AREA EXTENDING SOUTH OF
THE LINE GIO LINK-CON THIEN-KHE SANK TO CAMP EVANS.
THE LEDS, BECAUSE OF THE THINNESS OF OUR. FORCE NEXT
TO THE DMZ , HAVE BEEN ABLE TO INFILTRATE RESPECTABLE
POWER INTO THIS REGION--PERHAPS TWELVE BATTALIONS,
THESE UNITS ARE OPERATING AGAINST OUR BASE AREAS AND
COMMUNICATION LINES on WITH DIFFICULTY, AND AT
CONSIDERABLE COST, BUT OPERATING THERE NEVER THELESS.
THESE ARE THE ENEMY UNITS THAT ARE CAUSING TROUBLE
ALONG ROUTE 9 NEAR CAM L 9 NORTH OF CUA VIET AND
EAST OF SANH. THESE ARE THE UNITS WHICH CAUSE US
CASUALITIES BY MORTAR AND ROCKET ATTACKS ON LOGISTIC
INSTALLATIONS AND OTHER NECESSARILY FIXED LOCALITIES.
HOWEVER , UNLIKE THEIR COMPANIONS FARTHER NORTH ALONG:
THE DMZ, THESE NVA UNITS DO NOT HAVE A SANCTUARY
THEY ARE VULNERABLE; SUSPEPTIBLE TO ISOLATIO N AND ZECI
MATION BY FORCES WHICH ARE FREE TO MANEUVER AROUND
AND AMO NG THEM. BUT CG III MAF AND CG I CORPS ZO NOT

PAGE 5 RUHXFMA 3705 SECRET
TOGETHER HAVE THE FORCES NECESSARY TO CHOP
UP AND DESTROY THE ENEMY IN THIS LARGE AREA, WHILE STILL
FULFILLING ALL OF THEIR OTHER OBLIGATIONS. AS A RESULT,
THE ENEMY ENJOYS A DEGREE OF FREEDOM WHICH HE SHOULD
BE ZENIED .
6. ON BALANCE, THE FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR OUR FORCES
DEPLOYED IN THE DMZ AREA IAN BE MEASURED ONLY IN TERMS
OF A CONTINUED HIGH LEVEL OF UNREQUITED CASUALTIES
UNLESS DECISIVE ACTION IS TAKEN TO REDRESS THE SITUATION.
AMO NG THE AVAILABLE OPTIONS & THE FOLLOWING ARE
CONSIDERED TO MERIT CONSIDERATION:

A. WITHDRAW OUR INSTALLATIONS NEAR THE DMZ, MOVING
THEM SOUTHWARD OUT OF NVA ARTILLERY RANGE. THEN, IF
THE ENEMY DESIRES TO USE HIS ARTILLERY AGAINST US, IT
WILL BE NECESSARY FOR HIM TO DISPLACE IT SOUTH OF THE
BEN HAI, WHERE WE CAN GET AT IT. HE. WOULD THUS BE
DENIED SOME MEASURE OF HIS SANCTUAR Y ADVANTAGE.

B. CONDUCT A JOINT AMPHIBIO US/AIRBORNE OPERATION
LANDING ON THE NVN COAST , NORTH OF THE ZMZ, SWEEPING:
SOUTH THROUGH THE DMZ TO DESTROY THE NVA TROOPS,
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// SUPPLIES AND INSTALLATIONS WHICH ARE: AFFECTING OUR 
// ,FORCES o EPJ..(nf ED NEAR THE DMZ 0 IHIS·iJ..jOllJ .. D REfiUIRE THE 
~ PROVISIONQF SUfiFICIEMI FORCES~ FROM· outSIDE' OF RVN 
// OR FROM SOURCES IN ItlU N RV(~ 11 TO CO NS1'ITUTE AN ADEQUATE 
// LAND 1 ~ FORCE 0 THIS PijOSPECT HAS BEEN EXPLORED' PRE" 
// VIOUSL Y IN REF A AND p AS YO U KNOll} 1) T·HE WHOLE ~lA1TER 
/~/ . OF AN AMPHIBIOUS ATTACK IS NOW BEING ACTIVELY EXAMINED 
// UNDER CINCPAC AEGIS 0 

~ C oCOMusiviACV PROVIDE Al' LEAST A D IV 1510 tv SIZE 
// FORCE FROM OTHER CORPS AREAS 10 REHJFORCE J.U MAF 
// IN THE DMZ AREA 0 lAUMCH AN ALlmOut ASSAUl.T .FROM 
/~,/ SOUTH OF THE Di1iZ AREA' INTO AND fllORIH 0 F THE' D~lZ 10 
/ /. DESTROY NVA FORCES g EQUIPMENT!) SUPfL·n:S ~ AND 
~ INSTAl.LATIONS; SUBSEQUENTLY WITHDRAWHJG e· . 
~/ Do MOUNl MASSIVE DELIBERAtE Ar!~CKS BY 'AIH AND NAVAL 
// Gl UNF"IRE AG'A HJST Y HE ENEWi TROQ PS 9· AR ~1AME ~rr, I NSTALl PI'" 
// TIOMS AND SUPPLIES ARRAYED AGAINST US. 1I~' SO-UTHERN ROutE 
/~//./ PACKAGE I. E,Xft.Olt FULLY THE CAPABIL-rrV OF. 7TH AIR FORCE ~ 
~/ IF 17D lSTMAW AND THE HEAVY GUNS OF lHE. 1fa F1.EEt It 

~ UTI1.IZE EVERY VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC MEANSQF TARGET 

~" -
~~// IDErJTIF!C~T.!OrJ Mm lOCATIO~'Q"""'AL!. OF THE FOREGOH!a '.l1X'YM 
//T HE PURPOSE OF DESTROYIMG THE ENEMY ~JEAPONS AND, . o iMPEDING ~ CANALIZING AND BLOCKING ENEMYMQVE~iENt 
~ THROUGH SOU!HE~N ROUTE PACKAGE'.J 0, , . . 

// Eo REINFORCE OUR ELEMENTS NOW CO~jMltrED :OJ .QUANG-

~
// TRI PROVINCE. WItM THIS INCREASED.DENSlTY Of ~)ANEUVER 
/~ FORCES~ GO~JCE~TRATE OUR EF'FURTS O~l THE ENEMY 8Al"IAlLIONS 
~ WHICH HAVE 'INFILTRATED INTO tHE REGION,o' lSOl.A1E~.CUT o UP AND DESTROY THEM, AND RELIEVE 'HIE CUBRENT 
// ROCKE! !MORTAR PRESSU.I'i.E· 0 N 0 UR FIXED I NstALL,{~TIO NS 
/~ I!II THE ROm'g S)Qe[)O NG HA AREA 0 ' ., , ' .' ' 

/0///, 5. AN ANALYSIS, OF THE ABOVE OPTIONS fOLLO~JS 3 
// A f) 'IO WrrHDRA\~ soutHWARD FROM THE DMZ AREA, 
0" !N ORDER TO ACQUIRE MANEUVER ROOM. IS .A SO.UNO lAC'" 
~ TICAL MOVE. BUT IT CARRIES 1\. LARGE PRICE. IT 

~ 
~ 
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PAGE 6 RUHHEMA 3705 SECRET
SUPPLIES AND INSTALLATIONS WHICH ARE AFFECTING OUR
FORCES DEPLOYED NEAR THE DMZ. THIS WOULD REQUIRE THE
PROVISION OF SUFFICIENT FORCES, FROM OUTSIDE OF RVN
OR FROM SOURCES WITHIN RVN, TO CONSTITUTE AN ADEQUATE
LANDING FORCE. THIS PROSPECT HAS BEEN EXPLORED PRE-
VIOUSLY IN REF A AND, AS YOU KNOW , THE WHOLE MATTER
OF AN AMPHIBIOUS ATTACK IS NOW BEING ACTIVELY EXAMINED
UNDER CINCPAC AEGIS.

C. COMUSMACV PROVIDE AT LEAST A DIVISION SIZE
FORCE FROM OTHER CORPS AREAS TO REINFORCE III MAF
IN THE DMZ AREA. LAUNCH AN ALL -OUT ASSAULT FROM
SOUTH OF THE DMZ AREA INTO AND NORTH OF THE DMZ TO
DESTROY NV A FORCES , EQUIPMENT SUPPLIES, AND
INSTALLATIONS ; SUBSEQUENTLY WITHDRAWING

D. MOUNT MASSIVE DELIBERATE ATTACKS BY AIR AND NAVAL
G UNFIRE AGAINST THE ENEMY TROOPS, ARMAMENT, INSTALLA
TIONS AND SUPPLIES ARRAYED AGAINST US IN SOUTHERN ROUTE
PACKAGE I. EXPLOIT FULLY THE CAPABILITY OF 7TH AIR FORCE,
TF 77, 1STMAW AND THE HEAVY GUNS OF THE 7TH FLEET.
UTILIZE EVERY VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC MEANS OF TARGET

IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION -ALL OF THE FOREGOING WITH
THE PURPOSE OF DESTROYING THE ENEMY WEAPONS AND
IMPEDING , CANALIZING AND BLOCKING ENEMY MOVEMENT
THROUGH SOUTHERN ROUTE PACKAGE I.

E. REINFORCE OUR ELEMENTS NOW COMMITTED IN QUANG
TRI PROVINCE. WITH THIS INCREASED DENSITY OF MANEUVER
FORCES, CONCENTRATE OUR EFFORTS ON THE ENEMY BATTALIONS
WHICH HAVE INFILTRATED INTO THE REGION-o ISOLATE, CUT
UP AND DESTROY THEM AND RELIEVE THE CURRENT
ROCKET/MORTAR PRESSURE ON OUR FIXED INSTALLATIONS
IN THE ROUTE 9--DONG HA AREA.
5. AN ANALYSIS OF THE ABOVE OPTIONS FOLLOWS

A. TO WITHDRAW SOUTHWARD FROM THE DMZ AREA
IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE MANEUVER ROOM.IS A SOUUD TAC-
TICAL MOVE, BUT IT CARRIES A LARGE PRICE. IT
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~. SECRET", . .-o PAGE 2 RUHHFr~A 37UI S E PRE T o WOUlD GIVE: THE EllJEf1Y PERSUASIVE PROPAGANDA· 
~ r·1ATEfHAL IN IERfslS OF THE Ul\IDENIABLEFA,CT THAT WE 
'// MAD ! l\IDEED SURRENDERED GRO UND 0 A WJ) :n t~OllLD BE 
,/ NECESSARY TO GIVE UP,A OO~SIDERABlE AMOUNT. OF " 
,¥. GROUND 10 ENSURE THAT ENEMY ARr;U.LERY WHICH MOVED o SOUTHt~ARD WOill..D p xr~ FACT, BE EXPOSED. TO Em/ElOPMEWr 
~ BY OUR FORCES ~ THE: EFFECT 0 N THE SO UT,H vn:!,,"" . 
,/ NJW1ESE AND ON OUR OWN PEOPLE AT HOME Of SUGH A 
,/ WITHDRAWAL WOULD BE GREAT fJ> Fli\lALLY 9 II WOUl."D , 
// Ef\lTAIl ABANDONMENT OF !HEstROMG POINt OBSTACLE 
/~///, SYSTEfIloWHATEVER CRIT,ICISM·M4:\,r'.MAVE B, EEN 'OJrR,c /<. ECTED At tHAT CONCEPT BEFORE i IT IS. OOWAfIJ OFF~ 
//. !CIAL UoSolGVN EMDEAVOR ~ AI\1J) TO BACK AWAY FROM 
~ IT NOt~ COUlD NOT CONCEIVABLE BE' IDE NT !FIED, WITH 
// PROGRESS IN t HiE WAR <) " 

/./ B CIt 10 INVADE NORTH VU:TNAM.lN THE l.OUTE.PAC·Kco 
// AGE]: AREA .. ·"gI1HER BY GROUND OR·AMl?HIBlIOUSMEANS· 
~ OFFERS GOOD PRO'SPECT OF REt IEVUIG 0 OR F()R,CES. iHiOAR E 
~ SUFFERING FROM ENEMY POWER BASED IN T.HE SAN· , 
~ CTUARYo THE FAVOR~ElLE EFFECT WOULD PERSIst tI OF' 

~.: o PAGE 3 RUHHfMA 37!G SEC R it !·!f. 
// COURSE!) ONlY AS lONG AS NE REMtUIllED IN (IHiNo F.URTHER I' lef 
"/~ WOUJ.,DBE .IDLE to IGNORE: THE suaSTANTIAl POLITICAL 
"// FACTORS WHICH WILL. BEAR UPON StiCHA DECISION!) OR 
// TO· EVADE THE REAll,.l{S!!C lIME AND SPACE f1ATHEMA'" 
/~~/../ TIPS ASSOCIATED l!J:rrM NOUN1ING Ar~D DElIVERING~ 
'// A MAJOR A!!ACJO NO! YO SPEAK OFiHE FACT •. THA! o THE MONSOON IS HERE;."",,'nm: VERY WORST PERIOD FOR' 
~/ SUCH 0 PER (%"[ 10 NS e l' HE NEED I S NO Wo A 1\10' A i\( I NVASIO N 
'// OF r~VNII BY SEA OR lANDp WITH ALl. OF ITS T'ACTICAl 
7/ j NE~<rrs 9 IS Nor A NOW COURSE OF ACT 10 N (>.. ' 

~ ":<~'Co INTE~JSIFICA!ION Of THE SIRE SUPPORT EF!11)Rt CAN B.E ' 
~/. UNDERTAJfEN QUICKL Y 0 AS to ARTILl.ERY I) WE K~UW 
/'~ tHAT OUR COUNTERBArrERY ART!LLERYALONE HAS . 
~~,. reor BEEN ABLE TO' sn.El\1CE THE, 'ENEf"lY ARTIU.ERY!'l 
~~ ANY MORE THAN HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO SILENCE OR. ' o SERIOUSLY DA~U\GE OURS, DESPITE THE FACT'TliAT. o HE HAS MORE ARIILLERYIN THE AREA rHA~J t~E'DO 0' 

~ AIR IS THUS tHE DECISIVE AR~l ~ 51 NCEWE CANNOt' 
/~ OVERRml THE ENEftlY POSllIO~S WITH GROUND FORCES" 
~ TBE REASON THAT AIR r; UP TO NOW ~:._~OT. ABA1..::o_. 
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WOULD GIVE THE ENEMY PERSUASIVE PROPAGANDA
MATERIAL IN TERMS OF THE UNDENIABLE FACT THAT WE
HAD INDEED SURRENDERED GROUND . AND IT WOULD BE
NECESSARY TO GIVE UP A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF
GROUND TO ENSURE THAT ENEMY ARTILLERY WHICH MOVED
SOUTHWARD WOULD , IN FACT, BE EXPOSED TO ENVELOPMENT
BY OUR FORCES. THE EFFECT ON THE SOUTH VIET-
NAMESE AND ON OUR OWN PEOPLE AT HOME OF SUCH A
WITHDRAWAL WOULD BE GREAT. FINALLY, IT WOULD
ENTAIL ABANDONMENT OF THE STRONG POINT OBSTACLE
SYSTEM. WHATEVER CRITICISM MAY HAVE BEEN DIR
ECTED AT THAT CONCEPT BEFORE, IT IS NOW AN OFF
ICIAL U.S ./GVN ENDEAVOR , AND TO BACK AWAY FROM
IT NOW COULD NOT CONCEIVABLE BE IDENTIFIED WITH
PROGRESS IN THE WAR .

B. TO INVADE NORTH VIETNAM IN THE LOUTE PACK-
AGE I AREA e EITHER BY GROUND OR AMPHIBIOUS MEANS
OFFERS GOOD PROSPECT OF RELIEVING OUR FORCES WHO ARE
SUFFERING FROM ENEMY POWER BASED IN THE SAN-
CTUARY. THE FAVORABLE EFFECT WOULD PERSIST OF

PAGE 3 RUHHFMA 37I0SECRET
COURSE , ONLY AS LONG AS WE REMAINED IN NVN. FURTHER , IT
WOULD BE IDLE TO IGNORE THE SUB STANTIAL POLITICAL
FACTORS WHICH WILL BEAR UPON SUCH A DECISION, OR
TO EVADE THE REALISTIC TIME AND SPACE MATHEMA-
TIPS ASSOCIATED WITH MOUNTING AND DELIVERING
A MAJOR ATTACK ; NOT TO SPEAK OF THE FACT THAT
THE MONSOON IS HERE a THE VERY WORST PERIOD FOR
SUCH OPERATIONS. THE NEED IS NOW, AND AN INVASION
OF NVN, BY SEA OR LAND WITH ALL OF ITS TACTICAL
MERITS, IS NOT A NOW COURSE OF ACTION.

C. INTENSIFICATION OF THE SIRE SUPPORT EFFORT CAN BE10

UNDERTAKEN QUICKLY. AS TO ARTILLERY, WE KNOW
THAT OUR COUNTERBATTERY ARTILLERY ALONE HAS
NOT BEEN ABLE TO SILENCE THE ENEMY ARTILLERY,
ANY MORE THAN HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO SILENCE OR
SERIOUSLY DAMAGE OURS , DESPITE THE FACT THAT
HE HAS MORE ARTILLERY IN THE AREA THAN WE DO.
AIR IS THUS THE DECISIVE ARM, SINCE WE CANNOT
OVERRUN THE ENEMY POSITIONS WITH GROUND FORCES.
THE REASON THAT AIR, UP TO NOW . HAS NOT ABATED
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~ PAGE 4 RUHHFMA S1R0 SEC R E Y .; 
~ THE tHREAl IS THAt tHE MEANS ADDRESSED to.~'JrHE 
/~/. JOB HAV~ THUS FAR' BEEN FAR tOO SMALL 0 

'/'./ 0 e TO' REINFORCE OUR EI..EME~JIS IN QUANG If'll 
~~ M~~{[S GOOD SEN~E $ XI IS URGEMT THAT. OUR LINES OF 
'/'~/ /../ COMMUN ICATU.O~. BE PROTEeTEDo .·MORE IMPORTANT .. 
/ /. ! S THE NEED to 'cur UP AND DESIRO'l THOSE NORTH 0. VIE~NAMESE FORCES WHICH U1Fu:rRAU: sOUTHWA.I:(D . 

~~ AND GET tHEMSELVES OUT OF SUP PO R'COR REfUGE. 
'/'./ D ISTANCE FRO~l THE DMZ., THESE FORCES ARE . 
'/~ VUlNERABlE TO OUR HELl-BORNE MANEUVER UlUTS. o 

~
//~/ two ADDITI01\1AL REGI£~ENIS IN THE AR.EA ALOfllG, .. AND . 
//.;. AROUND ROUTE £> ~JOULD ~lAKE A MAJOR DlFFERENCE c 
~; ~HIS IS AN. AMELIORATIVE ACTION l! ~1HICH CAN HAVE. 
'/~ IMMED lATE FAVORABLE EFFECT II\lTERjYjS O.F U".So CASe 
~/. UAlT lES SAVED AND ENEMY IULLE!},,·· ... . 
'/~ 60 TO CONClUDEo IF THIS BA'i'll,E IS .. NOT. SQONTURN~ 
// ED AGAINST THE Er~ENY g THE POUNDIN~. NOW-·.FE~'f. Ai .'CON ..: 
~ THIEN9 GI0 L1NHo DONG rIA AND El..SE:~JHERE ISG.OI~LG, 
/~ TO RESOUND AU. THE WAY BACK TO DllBUQUEoTHE 
~' CASUALTIES t'1E'ARE LOSING TO lHEE"NEMY SHEl..LING·{~AY \~ELl. 

~ 
~ ~. 
~ 0: 
~. 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

PAGE 5 RUHHFMA 3110 SEC R E l' - -
BECO~lE A DECISIVE FACTOR 1M THE ATtITUDE Or' THE 
USA TOWARD !~ Ei'JTIRE WAR" 

TP.EREFORE Il I BELIEVE THA! RESOLU'Iro N OF THIS' 
S;r.rUATION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAT,. ANY OTHER . 
SINGLE CRISIS IN THE WAR TODA'{~'AND T.HE .. ' .. 
THINGS WE CAN ZOQUICKESTTO REDRESS THE.SITUA'UON ARE 
fIRST TO REINYORCE THE QUANG"fRI AREA WJ.r.H AI.. . 
LEAST TWQ REG XI'1ENT S; AND SECO NO ~ TO. DEVASTATE AN 
AREA BOutlDED BY THE BEN HAl RIVER.O.N THE SOUTH· 
A~lD .BY AN ARP OF ABOUT 27 KIL.OME1:ERS RAD1U~{):U!:N'" . 
TERED UPON CON THIEN I) AND EXTENDING. SROM-THE 330 
DEGREE RADIAl. TO THE SEA 0 THIS REGIO N HAS TO CON~ 
lAIN THE BULK OF THE OFFENDING EN~M'i .ARTILlERY . 
POSITIONS Il AS WELL AS THE ENEMY·S:Pf.l~NGIPAL FORWARP 
BASES o IT f"!EASURES ABOUT iS0 SQUARE; M!l..ES,· BUT 
T ME A.~EA CAN BE SUB STA NT1ALL 'f NARFlo.WED . DOl;J;M. BY CAREFUL 
TERRAIN ANALYSISo ." . " ... ' - . 

TO DESTROY THE ENEMY MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES 9 

CAUSE HIM GRAVE PHYSICAL lOSS A\\iD·l~1PEDEH1S· 
FREEDOM 0.1" MOVEt<1ENT IN nns AREA WILL REQUIRE 

1.-1 _---•• ---.--.. -.---.. -
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PAGE 4 RUNHFMA 3710 SECRET
THE THREAT IS THAT THE MEANS ADDRESSED TO. THE
JOB HAVE THUS FAR BEEN FAR TOO SMALL.

D. TO REINFORCE OUR ELEMENTS IN QUANG TRI
MAKES GOOD SENSE. IT IS URGENT THAT OUR LINES OF
COMMUNICATION BE PROTECTED. MORE IMPORTANT
IS THE NEED TO CUT UP AND DESTROY THOSE NORTH
VIETNAMESE FORCES WHICH INFILIRATE UTHWARD
AND GET THEMSELVES OUT OF SUPPORT OR REFUGE
DISTANCE FROM THE DMZ . THESE FORCES ARE
VULNERABLE TO OUR HELI-BORNE MANEUVER UNITS.
TWO ADDITIONAL REGIMENTS IN THE AREA ALO NG AND
AROUND ROUTE 9 WOULD MAKE A MAJOR DIFFERENCE o
THIS IS AN AMELIORATIVE ACTION, WHICH CAN HAVE
IMMEDIATE FAVORABLE EFFECT IN TERMS OF U.S. CAS-
UALTIES SAVED AND ENEMY KILLED.
6. TO CONCLUDE. IF THIS BATTLE IS NOT SOON TURN-
ED AGAINST THE ENEMY, THE POUNDING NOW FELT AT CON
THIEN, GIO LINH, DO NG HA AND EL SEWHERE IS GOING
TO RESOUND ALL THE WAY BACK TO D UB UQUE . THE
CASUALTIES WE ARE LOSING TO THE ENEMY SHELLING MAY WELL

PAGE 5 RUHHFMA 3710SECRET
BECOME A DECISIVE FACTOR IN THE ATTITUDE OF THE
USA TOWARD THE ENTIRE WAR .

THEREFORE, I BELIEVE THAT RESOLUTION OF THIS
SITUATION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAT ANY OTHER
SINGLE CRISIS IN THE WAR TODAY. AND THE
THINGS WE CAN 20 QUICKEST TO REDRESS THE. SITUATION ARE
FIRST TO REINYORCE THE QUANG TRI AREA WITH AT
LEAST TWO REGIMENTS ; AND SECOND . TO DEVASTATE AN
AREA BOUNDED BY THE BEN HAI RIVER ON THE SOUTH
AND BY AN ARP OF ABOUT 27 KILOMETERS RADIUS IEN
TERED UPON CON THIEN, AND EXTENDING SROM THE 330
DEGREE RADIAL TO THE SEA. THIS REGION HAS TO CON-
TAIN THE BULK OF THE OFFENDING ENEMY ARTILLERY
POSITIONS, AS WELL AS THE ENEMY'S PRINCIPAL FORWARD
BASES. IT MEASURES ABOUT 180 SQUARE MILES, BUT
THE AREA CAN BE SUBSTANTIALLY NARROWED DOWN.BY CAREFUL
TERRAIN ANALYSIS.

TO DESTROY THE ENEMY MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES,
CAUSE HIM GRAVE PHYSICAL LOSS AND IMPEDE HIS
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IN THIS AREA WILL REQUIRE
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,..I. AIR OPERATIONS OF A MAGNITUDE VASTLY GREATER 
/'~/ tHAN EVER. CONTEMPLATED BEFORE SOR THISRE~ION.o. 
// HERE IS WHAT I HAVE IN MIND:. . "", 
i'..I. A •• ,50121 a"52 SORTIES PER MO NTH II ,If~'T.HIS ONE,SPECIF:i'lro AREA ft . 

'/~ B 0 Hll oI000-TACTICAL AIR SORTIES PER. ~10NTH IN T.HE . 
~ SA. ME. LIMITED AREApEMPl..OYING .THE OOMP.~ .. ETE ARRAY' OF. CO.NVENTION'" 0. At. WEAPONS .. INCLUDING USE Of .. THE HEAVIEST AVAIL.ABLE AERIAL. 
~ ORDi\lANCEUPON ANY: ~s. P-EC~f Fie TARCJ;T~L(l1ATr::D· ·OR':''SU8:?E6T-F.DIl 
/~ 'SlIPPORT THE l'ARGEtlNG WITH.AN AJ,.l..aOUT.EfFOR.!BY AIR AND· 
/~ GROUl'lD OBSERVATlor~~AS WELL AS ALL' E~ECTROrIl!CA·ND ' 
/~ INfRA RED MEANS o. ,..,.' .. ' , 
/~ Co QUANTUM USE: OF'IHE MK .. S6 DESTRUCTOR O.M tiLL . 
~ AVENUES 01' APPROACH ANDCOMMUMICATIO.NS ROUTES, ~J1tHIN 
// THE AREA It THE BEN H?U RIVER p FOR .EXAMPLE j) SHO·ULD.BE 
/'/ .. SEEDED WHH .. A1' l.E

w 
500 D.E, STRUC.TO;RS 9 .. AND l'H.EtJ RE;'" 

/~ SEEDED ~JlTH AN EQUAL NurllBER WEEIQ..Vo ..... 
/./ Z. THE EMPlOYMENT OF WALl.EYE ON. ANY.FIRMlY 0. LOCATED AND CLEARL.Y IDENTIFIABLli"' ~RT·ILL.£RY 1iEAPONSo . 
// Eo PIN POiNT DESTRUCTION BY NAVAL Gm~FIRE .. OF EVERY LOCATED 
~ tARGET IN.tHE SPECIFIED AREA WITHIN RANGE~ ijSING;ALL. NAVAL 
~ "'''' .. "',' 

/' ~ GUNFIRE AVAILABLE I N HE ENi IRE AREA 9 "0 F" T HE BROADCAst AER 1 AI.. D ISTR IB ur 10 N 0 F A NT! ... o PERSONNEL ~llNES!l I~ TERMS OF THOUSANDS, 2!tLONG EVERY 
~ AVENUE OF APPROACH t~!"HUN THE SPECIFIED AREA~ AND THE 
/~ REPETITIVE SEEDING OF' MORE THO USA Nl)'S.OF .. ~llNES& 
/~ 70 AT THIS POINT IT MAY BE OBSERVED I.HAT, TO,. DO ALL 
~ OF THIS t.)'OUlD PROBABL.Y TAKE ALL OF THE OFFENSIVE .z AER I ilL. Resp UR CES WE HAVE, AfIi'D THAT THEREItJO.Ul.D BE 
~ NOTHING LEFl· FOR M~YTHING ElSE. \~HETHER OR NOT 
/~ TM'IS IS SO ~ 'IN AN ABSOLUTE SE~SESI 1 DO .~!()'f FHID~/. IF 
~/ IT IS fJ 1 BELIEVE THE DIVER SIO N, 0 F MEANS is, NOT 0 r~L y 
'/~ JUSTIFIED BUT ESSENTIAL ~ fIr CO'Ul.D BE' IHAT: WE, EITHER 
'/ DELIVER OUR MEN FROM THE DESTRUCTION THi1-Y .ARE .. "0. SUFFER I NG FROM AN ENEMY THEY CliNNOl lHEMS!!..VES 
~ ELIMINATE, OR THE U. s. PEOPLE MAY MAKE. tHE WHOLE 

0/0~ PAGE 2.RUHHFMA "5711 SEC R E '1\ .... 
'/~ MATTER ACADEMIP. \ ." .. . r· '. o GP"3''', \ 
~ BT 
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AIR OPERATIONS OF A MAGNITUDE VASTLY GREATER
THAN EVER CONTEMPLATED BEFORE SOR THIS REGION. e

HERE IS WHAT I HAVE IN MIND:
A. 1,500 B-52 SORTIES PER MONTH, IN THIS ONE SPECIFIED AREA #
B. 10,000 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES PER MONTH IN THE

SAME LIMITED AREA, EMPLOYING THE COMPLETE ARRAY OF CONVENTION-
AL WEAPONS. INCLUDING USE OF THE HEAVIEST AVAILABLE AERIAL
ORDNANCE UPON ANY SPECIFIC TARGET &LOGATED OR SUSPECTED.
SUPPORT THE TARGETING WITH AN ALL -OUT EFFORT BY AIR AND
GROUND OBSERVATION, AS WELL AS ALL ELECTRONIC AND
INFRA RED MEANS.

C. QUANTUM USE OF THE MK-36 DESTRUCTOR ON ALL
AVENUES OF APPROACH AND COMMUNICATIONS ROUTES WITHIN
THE AREA. THE BEN HAI RIVER, FOR EXAMPLE, SHOULD BE
SEEDED WITH AT LE" 500 DESTRUCTORS, AND THEN RE or

SEEDED WITH AN EQUAL NUMBER WEEKLY.
Z. THE EMPLOYMENT OF WALLEYE ON. ANY FIRMLY

LOCATED AND CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE ARTILLERY WEAPONS .
E. PIN POINT DESTRUCTION BY NAVAL GUNFIRE OF EVERY LOCATED

TARGET IN THE SPECIFIED AREA WITHIN RANGE, USING ALL NAVAL

GUNFIRE AVAILABLE IN HE ENTIRE AREA.
F, THE BROADCAST AERIAL DISTRIBUTION OF ANTI-

PERSONNEL MINES, IN TERMS OF THOUSANDS, ALONG EVERY
AVENUE OF APPROACH WITHIN THE SPECIFIED AREA, AND THE
REPETITIVE SEEDING OF MORE THOUSANDS OF MINES.
7. AT THIS POINT IT MAY BE OBSERVED THAT, TO DO ALL
OF THIS, WOULD PROBABLY TAKE ALL OF THE OFFENSIVE
AERIAL RESOURCES WE HAVE, AND THAT THERE WO.ULD BE
NOTHING LEFT FOR ANYTHING ELSE. WHETHER OR NOT
THIS IS so, IN AN ABSOLUTE SENSE, I DO NOT KNOW. IF
IT IS, I BELIEVE THE DIVERSION OF MEANS IS NOT ONLY
JUSTIFIED BUT ESSENTIAL . IT CO'ULD BE THAT WE EITHER
DELIVER OUR MEN FROM THE DESTRUCTION THEY ARE
SUFFERING FROM AN ENEMY THEY CANNOT THEMSELVES
ELIMINATE, OR THE U. S. PEOPLE MAY MAKE THE WHOLE

PAGE 2 RUHHFMA 3711SECRET
MATTER ACADEMIP.
GP-3
BT

PAGE 7 OF Z PAGES

SECRET2/COPY OF COPIESIIII MAP 2100/2 (REV. 11-66)

CG G-1AFC DC/S G-2CS G-3 G-5G-4 COMPT. CEOCHAP.ADJ.

COC.CIB DENT. 0. EMB. ENGR. FD. SERV. LEGALHQ. COMDT. MTO POSTAL PROTOCOLINSP. PMO

SPL. SERV.PSY. OPS. SUP. SURG.

#39

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
, 

. FlLLER})(!6 : 'lI!t't/W.'1 
MONT H --::S:.:::.EP:.....T:...l::E~MB:l:E=.:.;R:.....1=..2!.::::6.l-7 ___ ....:It--__ _ 

CCN 190 

CG III MAF 

FILE COpy FILLER OF COPIES --
MAF: RECEIVED ONE ENVELOPE SAID TO CONTAIN COPIES 1 6; 2 OF ---,2100..· __ _ 

COP IE S OF CG III MAF ME SSAGE 240336Z SEP 62 

RECEIVED BY DATE/! 1M£ 

DATE"! IME GROUP. 240336Z SEP 67,. ._ 

c .• ·•·. ' ' 

ij*ttjt4i":;~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

\1 
1\ 
Ij 

~, 

~\ 
\ 

DECLASSIFIED

to/

DCG

CCN 190 FILLER

240336ZDTG MONTH SEPTEMBER 1967

O

C/3

CG 111 MAFOR IG INATOR

EXCLUSIVE HAS BEEN SENTCATEGORY

FILE COPY FILLER OF COPIES

MAF : RECEIVED ONE ENVELOPE SAID TO CONTAIN COPIES 1 & 2 OF 2

CG 111 MAFCOPIES OF 240336Z SEP 67MESSAGE

RECEIVED BY DATE/TIME

Copy

or the R

DATE-TIME GROUP 240336Z SEP 67

DECLASSIFIED



CG 

CIB 

DECLASSIFIED 

Z 
fit On ~ ~ ~ 

~~ :~~~t~B2~~~K~670336 ~/ ~ 

SECRET ,. 
ZNY SSSSS ... - . / Z 
~M2:g~~~~ ~~i ~~f ~. HAS BEEN SENl ~ 
TO RUCIJUB/CMC ,-' 
RUHKM/CG FMFPAC ~ 

~r g eRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE AND LIGEN KRULAK FROM ~ 
L. TGE N CUSHMA N , / 
CO~1USMACVMSG 231139Z SEP EXCLUSIVE FROM GEN WESTMORE:LAND IS QUOTEDz ~ 
QUOTEg , ~ 
REF': eGg !II MAF DTG 2! 1700Z SEP (S) :. ~ 
J 0 (S) ! HAVE EXAMI NED r HE Rf;COMr<1E NDA'l' 10 NS PROPOSED IN THE REFERE MeE 0 
II f~D AM I N II ceORD \'1 IT H YO UR PLA N TO MOVE Hili 51 H MAR INE S LHT H TWO ,j 
BATTALIONS TO THE ~'ORTH A~lD TO CONC~·.NTRATE THE SLI"S IN THAT SAME AREAe'/ 
20 (S) AFn:R MY VISIT TO THE 3D MARINE DIVISION YESTERDAY, MY OPINION ~ 
IS CONFIRMED THAT f1ANY PROFITABLE TARGl!.TS E)(lST IN THUA T.HIEN- QUANG ~ 
TRl AREA WHICH SHOULD BE HIT BEFORE ·THE FULL. WEIGHT OF' THE NORTHEAST " 
~10NSOON SETS IN. I AM CONCERNeD OVER l~E INDICATIONS OF' AN ENEMY ~ 
BUILDUP HJ BASE AREA !0JdHAI LANG FOREST o THIS POSES A DANGEROUS '/ 
THREAT TO THE LOC TO QUi-HiT TRI AND TO THE NEW AIRFIELD-LOGISTIC BASE '/ 
IN THAT AREAo ~ 

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 22885 I!C REI EXCL-.USIVE FOR 
3 0 (5) IT IS MY INTENTION TO RETAIN TH'E: 1ST OF THE 101S! IN II! [\'jAr 
UNTIL AT LEAST 1 NOVEMBER, AT WHICH TI.:ME I WILL MAKE A DECISION ON 
ITS SUBSEQUENT EMPLOYMENT BASED ON wEAr·HER, ENEMY THREAT II AND A 
CONSIDERATION OF THE OVERALL ~MPLOYMENT OF fORCES IN ICTZo IN 1'HE 
INTERIMo YOU SHOULD MAKE MAXIMUM USE ·OF' ALL AVAILABLE FORCES 1M THE 
TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES. YOUR PLAN TO ·ADJUST THE BOUiWRY BETWEEN THE 
1ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE AMERICAL OIVISION ~10ULD FACILITATE THgSE 
MOVE So;, • 
40 (S) ! HAVE ALERTED GErJERAL ROSSO~llO. BE PRi!PARED TO EXPMJD THE 
PERSHING AO INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NGAl, ';iF' REQUIRED" 
50 (5) YOUR RECOM~lI!NDATION CONCERNING·'·A ROI{ ARMY BATTAl.ION IS BEING 
STUDIED BY MY STAfro 
6" (5) IN SUMr1ARY o I HAVE NO PLANS .T.O REDUCE THE NUMBER OF TROOPS IN 
JeTZ" UPON ARRIVAL OF THE·198TH BRIG'A·DE.~ A DECISIOM vJlLL BE MADE AS 
TO THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST' ~BR!GADE OF THE HHST" I HEARtILY 
ENDORSE YOUR PLAN TO MOVE tHREt; OItl'OU.R tiATTALIONS NORTH\! AND SUGGEST 
EARL Y IMPLEMENTAT ION., BEST. REGARDSo UtiJ~QUOTEo 
GP"4 :7; 
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DE RUMSAK 2288 2670336
ZNY SSSSS
a 2403362 SEP 67

HAS BEEN SENTFM ADMINO III MAF
TO RUCIJUB/CMC
RUHKM/CG FMFPAC
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE AND LIGEN KRULAK FROM
LIGEN CUSHMAN
COMUSMACV MSG 231139Z SEP EXCLUSIVE FROM GEN WESTMORELAND IS QUOTED:
QUOTE:
REF: CG, III MAF DTG 2117002 SEP (S)

1. (S) I HAVE EXAMINED THE RECOMMENDATIONS PROPOSED IN THE REFERENCE
AND AM IN ACCORD WITH YOUR PLAN TO MOVE THE 5TH MARINES WITH TWO
BATTALIONS TO THE NORTH AND TO CONCENTRATE THE SLF'S IN THAT SAME AREA.
2. (S) AFTER MY VISIT TO THE 3D MARINE DIVISION YESTERDAY, MY OPINION
IS CONFIRMED THAT MANY PROFITABLE TARGETS EXIST IN THUA THIEN- QUANG
TRI AREA WHICH SHOULD BE HIT BEFORE THE FULL WEIGHT OF THE NORTHEAST
MONSOON SETS IN. I AM CONCERNED OVER THE INDICATIONS OF AN ENEMY
BUILDUP IN BASE AREA 101-HAI LANG FOREST. THIS POSES A DANGEROUS
THREAT TO THE LOC TO QUANT TRI AND TO THE NEW AIRFIELD-LOGISTIO BASE
IN THAT AREA.

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2288 SECRE T EXCLUSIVE FOR
3. (S) IT IS MY INTENTION TO RETAIN THE 1ST OF THE 101ST IN III MAF
UNTIL AT LEAST 1 NOVEMBER, AT WHICH TIME I WILL MAKE A DECISION ON
ITS SUBSEQUENT EMPLOYMENT BASED ON WEATHER, ENEMY THREAT, AND A
CONSIDERATION OF THE OVERALL EMPLOYMENT OF FORCES IN ICTZ. IN THE
INTERIM, YOU SHOULD MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF ALL AVAILABLE FORCES IN THE
TWO NORT HERN PROVINCES. YOUR PLAN TO ADJUST THE BOUNDRY BETWEEN THE
1ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE AMERICAL DIVISION WOULD FACILITATE THESE
MOVES.
40 (S) I HAVE ALERTED GENERAL ROSSON TO BE PREPARED TO EXPAND THE
PERSHING AO INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NGAI, IF REQUIRED.
5. (S) YOUR RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING A ROK ARMY BATTALION IS BEING
STUDIED BY MY STAFF.
6. (S) IN SUMMARY, I HAVE NO PLANS TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF TROOPS IN
ICTZ. UPON ARRIVAL OF THE 198TH BRIGADE, A DECISION WILL BE MADE AS
TO THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST BRIGADE OF THE 101ST. I HEARTILY
ENDORSE YOUR PLAN TO MOVE THREE OR FOUR BATTALIONS NORTH, AND SUGGEST
EARLY IMPLEMENTATION. BEST REGARDS. UNQUOTE.
GP-4
BT
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SECRET 

ZNY sssss ~ 

~M2~~0iij ~;~ 67 X· C U V ~ 
TO CG FMFPAC I· ~ 
~~F~M~~ THIRD MARDIV· . ... I·. ~ 

BT ~ 
SEC R .E· T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN KRULAK INFO MGENS HOCHMUTH AND ~ 
ANDERSON FROf-l LIGEN CUSHMAN ~ 
I SENT THE FOLLOWING TO GENERAL WESTMORELAND '/ 
211702Z SEP67 ,~ 
FROM: CG III MAl' ~ 
TO: COMUSMACV ;. ' ' ~ 
A" 7T H AF' UJ 1430 SEP61 A ,~ 
1. DURING tHE LAST THREE DAYS" 19-2 .. SEP" OUR FORCES IN THE VICINITY ,~ 
01' THE DMZ HAVE RECEIVED ALMOST 1000 ROUNDS OF INCOMING ARTILLERY FIRE" lj 
THE BULK OF' THIS COMES FROM NORTH OF' THE DMZ" IN THIS SAME PERIOD III ~ 
MAr ART ILLERY WAS DENIED PERMISSION-FOR COUNTER-BATTERY AND OTHER . 0 
FIRES AT A TIME WHEN EFFORTS NORTH OF THE DMZ APPEAR Nor TO HAVE ~ 
SIGNIFICANtLY REDUCED THE ENEMIES FIRE ON MY TROOPS. FOR EXAMPLE DURING~ 
THE PERIOD 200700H 1'0 2107~0H9 MY 37 ARl'!LLERY TUBES CAPABLE OF' FIR!NG ~ 

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2048 SEC RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
ABOVE THE DMZ WERE HELD IN CHECK-fIRE FOR' 21 HOURS AND 17 MINUTES o 
DUR ING 1HlS 1 IME OUR TROOPS WERE KILLED' AND WOUNDED BY ENEMY ARTY 
WHICH I COULD HAVE ENGAGED WITH COUNTER BATTERY. I CONSIDER THIS 
S11'UATION INTOLER.ABLE& 
2. REF A DESIGNATED ABCCC HILLSBORO AS THE CONTROLLING AGENCY FOR THE 
OPERA! ION. niE ABCCC IS APPARENTLY CHECKING FIRE NORTH OF' THE DftlZ 
WHENEVER OPN r~EUTRALIZE ACF'T ARE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY. THIS· 
BLANKET RESTRICTION IS WHOLLY UNNECESSARY FROM THE SrA~IDPOINT OF 
EFFECTIVE FIRE COORDINATION. 
S. RECOMMEND YOU REEVAL UATE PRESENT CONCE PT. AS A i~ IN IMUM 
RECOMMEND 7 AF PERSONNEL WITH NECESSARY AUTHORITY AND 
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT BE COLOCATED tHTH MY F'ACIL IT XES AT 
DONG HA. KNOWLEDGE OF FLIGHT PATH AND .lARGE! ASSIGNMENT OF' Ale 
SHOULD NECESSITATE CHECK JiIRES o Nt. Y ,IN AfF"ECTED AREAS. 
4. REQUEST SEN lOR 1f H AJi REP EST ABL ISH .L 1A ISON ASAP. 
WARM REGARDS 
GP-4 
BT 
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0 2200542 SEP 67
FM CG III MAF
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TO CG FMFPAC
INFO CG THIRD MARDIV
CG FMAW
BT
S ECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN KRULAK INFO MGENS HOCHMUTH AND
ANDERSON FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN
I SENT THE FOLLOWING TO GENERAL WESTMORELAND
211702Z SEP67
FROM: CG 111 MAF
TO: COMUSMACV
A. 7TH AF 101430 SEP67
1. DURING THE LAST THREE DAYS, 19-21 SEP, OUR FORCES IN THE VICINITY
OF THE DMZ HAVE RECEIVED ALMOST 1000 ROUNDS OF INCOMING ARTILLERY FIRE.
THE BULK OF THIS COMES FROM NORTH OF THE DMZ. IN THIS SAME PERIOD III
MAF ARTILLERY WAS DENIED PERMISSION FOR COUNTER-BATTERY AND OTHER
FIRES AT A TIME WHEN EFFORTS NORTH OF THE DMZ APPEAR NOT TO HAVE
SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED THE ENEMIES FIRE ON MY TROOPS. FOR EXAMPLE DURING
THE PERIOD 200700H TO 210700H, MY 37 ARTILLERY TUBES CAPABLE OF FIRING

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2048 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
ABOVE THE DMZ WERE HELD IN CHECK-FIRE FOR 21 HOURS AND 17 MINUTES.
DURING THIS TIME OUR TROOPS WERE KILLED AND WOUNDED BY ENEMY ARTY
WHICH I COULD HAVE ENGAGED WITH COUNTER BATTERY. I CONSIDER THIS
SITUATION INTOLERABLE.
2. REF A DESIGNATED ABCCC HILLSBORO AS THE CONTROLLING AGENCY FOR THE
OPERATION. THE ABCCC IS APPARENTLY CHECKING FIRE NORTH OF THE DMZ
WHENEVER OPN NEUTRALIZE ACFT ARE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY. THIS
BLANKET RESTRICTION IS WHOLLY UNNECESSARY FROM THE STANDPOINT OF
EFFECTIVE FIRE COORDINATION.
3. RECOMMEND YOU REEVALUATE PRESENT CONCEPT. AS A MINIMUM
RECOMMEND 7 AF PERSONNEL WITH NECESSARY AUTHORITY AND
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT BE COLOCATED WITH MY FACILITIES AT
DONG HA. KNOWLEDGE OF FLIGHT PATH AND TARGET ASSIGNMENT OF A/C
SHOULD NECESSITATE CHECK FIRES ONLY IN AFFECTED AREAS.
4. REQUEST SENIOR 7TH AF REP ESTABLISH LIAISON ASAP.
WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
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// FROM LIGEN CUSHMAN" .. 
~/ 1 .. DIRECT LIAISON WITH 1110151 IS WEL .. COMED, AND ENCOURAGED 0 IN ALL 
'// FAIRNESS p HOWEVER, r MUST ADVISE YOU THAT 1 HAVE ASKED WESTY FOR AN 
// ADDITIONAL BRIGADE DURING THE MONSOON Awb HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE o t01S"! BE LEFT HERE AS LONG AS WEATHER CONDIT~ONS PERMIT THE TYPE CPS 
// AT WHICH THEY ARE so ADEPT 0 DO NOT YEr HAVE. HIS REACTIO No 
// 2" \~ARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS AND THE BEST O,F, LUC1{ TO YOU AND YOUR 
// FINE ournT IN THE GOOD HUNT1f~G MONTHS AHEAD .. o Gp ... lj 
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P 2123347 SEP 67
FM CG III MAF
TO ZEN/CG IFFORCEV
INFO CG IF OREGON
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN ROSSON AND BGEN KOSTER
FROM LIGEN CUSHMAN.
1. DIRECT LIAISON WITH 1/101ST IS WELCOMED AND ENCOURAGED IN ALL
FAIRNESS, HOWEVER,D I MUST ADVISE YOU THAT I HAVE ASKED WESTY FOR AN
ADDITIONAL BRIGADE DURING THE MONSOON AND HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE
101ST BE LEFT HERE AS LONG AS WEATHER CONDITIONS PERMIT THE TYPE OPS
AT WHICH THEY ARE so ADEPT.. DO NOT YET HAVE HIS REACTION.
2. WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS AND THE BEST OF LUCK TO YOU AND YOUR
FINE OUTFIT IN THE GOOD HUNTING MONTHS AHEAD
GP -
BT
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~~ CONUSMACV' .. ~@r~ '. ~ 

/0/. SEC RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE [iOR GEN t~ESTMORELAND 
// FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN.. _ 
~/. A" 1fH AF 10143e!l SEP67 ' 
//. I., D UR 1 NG THE LAST TP.REE 0 AYS, 19"21 'SEP p bUR FOR CES I N THE 
'/ /. V leI NII Y 0 F I HE DMZ HAVE RECE IVED ALMO 5T 1000 RO UND S 0 F 
'//. INCOMING ARTILLERY FIRE. THE BULK OF THIS COMES FROM NORTH OF o T HE DMZ e IN :r HIS SAME PER 100 III r~AF ARTILLERY WAS DENIED PER'" 
//. MISSION FOR COUNTER -BATTERY AND OTHER FIRES AT A TIME t.HiEN 
'//. EFFOR1S NORTH OF THE DMZ APPEAR NOT TO HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY 
'//. REDUCED THE ENEMIES FIRE ON MY TROOPSe fOFLEXAMPLE DURIr~G THE 
'//. PERIOD 200100H 'f0 21f2J700H, MY 37 A1HIU:.£RY rUBES CAPABLE Of o FIRING ABOVE THE DMZ WERE HELD IN CHECK~FIRE. fOR 21 HOURS AND 
~ 17 ~HNUTES .. DURING THIS TINE OUR TROOPS WERE KIL1 .. ED AND 
;I"/. ~JOUNDED BY ENEMY ARTY WHICH I COULD HIWE ENGAGED WITH COUNTER'" 
'// BATTERY" I CONSIDER THIS SITUATIOi~ !N1'OLERABLE~ o .. REF' A DESIGNATED ABCCC HILLSBORO AS tHE' COr.J1ROLLING AGENCY 

~ . , .. 
//. PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2035 SEC R E r SPECAl EXCLUSIVE FOR 

0
i / FOR THE OPERATION .. THE ABCCC IS APPARENTLY CHECKING FIRE NORTH 
,/. OF THE DMZ WHENEVER OPN NEUTRALIZE ACF1 ARE IN THE GENERAL 
'// VICINITY .. THIS BLANl<ET RESTRICTIO~ IS \'lHOLLY UNNECESSARY FRO~l 
~0 THE STANDPOINT Of EFFECTIVE FIRE COORDINATIONQ 0.. 3." RECOMME!~D YOU REEVALUATE PRESENT CONCEPT. .. AS Po MHHMUM 
"/~ RECOMNEND 7fH AI' PERSONNEL WITH NECESSARY AUTHORITY AND 
// ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT BE COLOCA!E)). WITH &1Y. CONTROL FACILITIES AT o DO,NG HA .. I<NOt~LEDGE OF FLIGHT PATH AND TARGET ASSIGNMENT Oli AIC 
~ SHOULD NECESS11'ATE CHECK FIRES ONLY IN. AfFECTED AREAS $ 

~ 4" REQUEST SE~nOR 7fH AF REP ESTABLISH llAISO ~~ ASAP e 
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EXCLUSIVE

0 211702Z SEP 67
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
BI
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN WESTMORELAND
FROM LIGEN CUSHMAN .
A. 7TH AF 1014302 SEP67
1. DURING THE LAST THREE DAYS, 19-21 SEP, OUR FORCES IN THE
VICINITY OF THE DMZ HAVE RECEIVED ALMOST 1000 ROUNDS OF
INCOMING ARTILLERY FIRE. THE BULK OF THIS COMES FROM NORTH OF
THE DMZ. IN THIS SAME PERIOD III MAF ARTILLERY WAS DENIED PER -
MISSION FOR COUNTER BATTERY AND OTHER FIRES AT A TIME WHEN
EFFORTS NORTH OF THE DMZ APPEAR NOT TO HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY
REDUCED THE ENEMIES FIRE ON MY TROOPS. FOR EXAMPLE DURING THE
PERIOD 200700H TO 210700H, MY 37 ARTILLERY TIBES CAPABLE OF
FIRING ABOVE THE DMZ WERE HELD IN CHECK-FIRE FOR 21 HOURS AND
17 MINUTES. DURING THIS TIME OUR TROOPS WERE KILLED AND
WOUNDED BY ENEMY ARTY WHICH I COULD HAVE ENG AGED WITH COUNTER -
BATTERY. I CONSIDER THIS SITUATION INTOLERABLE

REF A DESIGNATED ABCCC HILLSBORO AS THE CONTROLLING AGENCYe

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2035 S ECRET SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR
FOR THE OPERATION. THE ABCCC IS APPARENTLY CHECKING FIRE NORTH
OF THE DMZ WHENEVER OPN NEUTRALIZE ACFT ARE IN THE GENERAL
VICINITY. THIS BLANKET RESTRICTION IS WHOLLY UNNECESSARY FROM
THE STANDPOINT OF EFFECTIVE FIRE COORDINATION.
3. RECOMMEND YOU REEVALUATE PRESENT CONCEPT. AS A MINIMUM
RECOMMEND 7TH AF PERSONNEL WITH NECESSARY AUTHORITY AND
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT BE COLOCATED WITH MY CONTROL FACILITIES AT
DONG HA. KNOWLEDGE OF FLIGHT PATH AND TARGET ASSIGNMENT OF A/C
SHOULD NECESSITATE CHECK FIRES ONLY IN AFFECTED AREAS.
4. REQUEST SENIOR TTH AF REP ESTABLISH LIAISON ASAP.
WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
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//. FRO£ll LIGEN CUSHMAN t) 

~ io AS YOU KNOW s THE ENEMY THREAT IN JelZ 9 AND PARTICULARLY IN 

~ ~~~E D~~cu~~~~ I ~~i~H U:~~J.\~~D RE~~ ~~c~~i . ~~g~~J~ti~~ ~~~E T~!~~~D 
"// ttlE TO REASSESS THE ENEI'-1Y~S CAPABltIlIES 6~.F-IRST if THE ENEMY HAS "0 CO~N!NC!tJGLY DEMONSTRATED THAT HE CAN MASS HIS SUPPORTING FIRESo 0. ON OCCASION HE FIRED OVER 200 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY IN A VERY FEW 
//. MHJUIES, COORDI~ATEO ~JITH HEAVY NornAR FIRE mT ONLY AGAINST 
1"..1. OUR STRONG POINTS BUT AGAINST MOBI'.E ·FORCES AS WELL I/> SECONDLY 
"/..1. THE EARLY AND TORRENTIAL RAINS HAVE 'DECREASED THE EFFECTIVENESS 
1"..1. OF AIR SUPPORT AND COUNIERo£ATTERY FIRE··[.rS'rJELL AS MAIUNG RE:-· 
~ SUPPLY ·MID REI NFOR CEr-l!ENT DISTURB 1 NGL Y 8\.0\11 .AND D lfiFTCULT 0 THE 0. E F'F'ECIS OF THESEFACIOR S 0 \\l I NSUR 1 NG AN APE QUAlE iHJD AC1'IVE 
// DEFENSE ARE EVIDENT" 
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PAGE tt40 RU~iSAK 203 1i SEC RET SPECI\! EXCLUSIVE FOR 
SOME~JHAT RED UCED FOR CES D UR I NG THE.. NE. MQ NSO.O N Ii HOWEVER ;l I 
ALWAYS HAD SERIOUS RESERVATIONS AND AFT2R'LIST.ENING.10 THE 
BRIEFHllG BY YOUR STRATEGIC STUDY TEAM AM l'lORE CONVINCED THA~ 
EVER OF tHE HIGH RISKS INVOLVED IN REDUCING FORCES IN leTZ AT 
'1' HIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE., I,HTH ~10RE THAN. 50 PERCENT OF THE 
ACT IVE COMBAT IN SVN GOING ON IN THIS AREA A!~j) WITH INTELLIGENCE 
INDICAtIONS THAT THE ENEMY ro1AY BE WILL,ING TO· ACCEPT INorWINATELY 
HIGH CASUALTIES to ACHIEVE LHUTED OBJECT1VES 9 HE: COULD BE 
EMBARKED O[~ Pi STRATEGY TO GAIN A BARGAINING POSITION AT ALL COSTS" 
30 AS YOU ARE AWARE, 1 HAVE A VERy'LIMITEll CAPABILIty TO HEINfORC[ 
IN THE DMZ AREA tHTHOUl UNCOVERING IN VARYING DEGREES OTHER VITAL 
AREAS .. AND WHILE I Al1 CERTAIN tm WILL EXTRACT A SUBSTANTIAL TOLL 
IF T HE ENEMY CHOOSES A MORE AGRESSIVE CQ UR SE a Ii ACTIO N 9 I FEEL 
WE RUN TOO mGH A RISK IF' PLANS TO SHIFT us ELEMENTS FROM IeTZ 1'0 
TACTICAL AREAS FURTHE:R SOUTH tiRE EXECUTEfj ,,' IN FACT, I STRONGLY 
RECOMNENO THAT WE AT LEAST CONTINUE THE PRESENT F'ORGE LEVEL 
THROUGH THE MONTHS INMEDIATELY AHEADQ : 
40 SPECIFICALLY $ 1 PROPOSE THE FOLLOt<J.1NG GENERAL DISPOSITlO~ OF 
FORCES ~ . 
A Q THE MIERICAL DIVISION, IN 
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SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL WESTMORELAND
FROM LIGEN CUSHMAN.
1. AS YOU KNOW , THE ENEMY THREAT IN ICTZ, AND PARTICULARLY IN
THE DMZ , CONTINUES UNABATED. DURING THE PAST WEEK TWO THINGS
HAVE OCCURRED WHICH ARE OF REAL CONCERN AND WHICH HAVE CAUSED
ME TO REASSESS THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITIES. FIRST THE ENEMY HAS
CONVINCINGLY DEMONSTRATED THAT HE CAN MASS HIS SUPPORTING FIRES.
ON OCCASION HE FIRED OVER 200 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY IN A VERY FEW
MINUTES, COORDINATED WITH HEAVY MORTAR FIRE NOT ONLY AGAINST
OUR STRONG POINTS BUT AGAINST MOBILE FORCES AS WELL. SECONDLY
THE EARLY AND TORRENTIAL RAINS HAVE DECREASED THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF AIR SUPPORT AND COUNTER BATTERY FIRE A'S WELL AS MAKING RE-
SUPPLY AND REINFORCEMENT DISTURBINGLY SLOW AND DIFFICULT. THE
EFFECTS OF THESE FACTORS ON INSURING AN ADEQUATE AND ACTIVE
DEFENSE ARE EVIDENT
2. I HAD HOPED THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO HANDLE THE ENEMY WITH

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2034SECREI SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
SOMEWHAT REDUCED FORCES DURING THE NE MONSOON. HOWEVER, I
ALWAYS HAD SERIOUS RESERVATIONS AND AFTER'LISTENING TO THE
BRIEFING BY YOUR STRATEGIC STUDY TEAM AM MORE CONVINCED THAN
EVER OF THE HIGH RISKS INVOLVED IN REDUCING FORCES IN ICTZ AT
THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE. WITH MORE THAN 50 PERCENT OF THE
ACTIVE COMBAT IN SVN GOING ON IN THIS AREA AND WITH INTELLIGENCE
INDICATIONS THAT THE ENEMY MAY BE WILLING TO ACCEPT INORDINATELY
HIGH CASUALTIES TO ACHIEVE LIMITED OBJECTIVES, HE COULD BE
EMBARKED ON A STRATEGY TO GAIN A BARGAINING POSITION AT ALL COSTS
3. AS YOU ARE AWARE, I HAVE A VERY LIMITED CAPABILITY TO REINFORCE
IN THE DMZ AREA WITHOUT UNCOVERING IN VARYYING DEGREES OTHER VITAL
AREAS. AND WHILE I AM CERTAIN WE WILL EXTRACT A SUBSTANTIAL TOLL
IF THE ENEMY CHOOSES A MORE AGRESSIVE COURSE OF ACTION, I FEEL
WE RUN TOO HIGH A RISK IF PLANS TO SHIFT US ELEMENTS FROM ICTZ TO
TACTICAL AREAS FURTHER SOUTH ARE EXECUTED IN FACT, I STRONGLY
RECOMMEND THAT WE AT LEAST CONTINUE THE PRESENT FORCE LEVEL
THROUGH THE MONTHS IMMEDIATELY AHEAD
4. SPECIFICALLY, I PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING GENERAL DISPOSITION OF
FORCES:
A. THE AMERICAL DIVISION, WITH 3 BRIGADES (198TH, 196TH, 3/4TH),
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,~ RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG NGAI, QUA~fG TIN AND THAT PORTION OF 
"/0"/// QUAiIlG NAM,'THAT INCLUDES tHE QUE SON"'H~EP Due VALLEYo'THIS WOULD 
"/~/ GIVE MINIMUM BUT ADEQUATE COVERAGE OF. THE AREA ~!HERE THE 2) NVA 
// D IV HAS CONCENTRATED AND WOULD AT THE SAME TIME FREE TtvO BATTA'" 
"/'/ LIONS AND A COM~lAND GROUP OF' THE 5TH MARINES TO MOVE.NORTHe 
"// B Q THE ROK MARINE BOE WOULD REftlAIN !N PL.ACE BUT EXTEND ITS AREA 
"/ / 0 F OPNS TO THE TRA KHUC RIVER. A NO I WO·ULD URGE YO Un THO UG HTFUL 
"/~/ COMSIDERAIION OF THE ADDITION OF A ROK ARMY BNTD THE MARINE BDE' 
// TO EXPAND ITS CAPABILITY TO OPERATE IN THE QUIHJG NGAI AREA ... 
~ C 1'1 THE lSI MARINI!: DIVISION, WITH 2· AND 113 REGTS \~OULD CONTINUE 
~ TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG NAM, LESS THA.T. SMALL PORTION ASSut1ED 
;I"~ BY r HE AMER ICAL D IV 0 . 

'/ / DoT HE ~ MARD IV wo ULD CO NT! NUE TO HOLD RESPO NSIB II..!TV FOR THUA 
~~ THIEN AND QUANG TIU ~ Bur TO THEIR PRES,ENT FORCE OF 10 BNS 
~ (lNCLUDUJG THE OiU ROTATIONAL BN) WOULD BE ADDED THE COMMAND o GROUP AND 2 BNS OF THE 5TH MARINES" THESE ADDITIONS, PLUS THE 
// CO NT I NUING AVAILAB IL lTY 0 F THE 2 SUi lJS WO ULD PRO\! IZE THE MI NIMUM 
"// FORCE Te COUNTER A SERIOUS ENEMY ATTACJ{ IN. THE DMZ AREA AND TO 
"// TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITIES TO DESTROY ENEMY BATTALIONS 
~ PIEC[~EAL SOUTH OF THE BEN HAl AS THEY OPEW THEMSELVES TO ATTACK. 

~ 
~ 
~ ~. 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ o 
~ 
~ ~ 

PAGE FIJUR RUMSAK 2034 SEC RET SPECAL EXCLUSIVE FOR 
50 IN ADDITION, I RECOMMEND THAT THE i01ST AIRBORNE BDE REMAIN 
HERE AS LONG AS THE ~JEArHER PERMIT~ THE KINDS OF OPERATIO filS AT 
WHICH T llEY ARE SO ADEPT. tHEY CAN MA KE INVAL UABLE CO NTH IB OT 10 NS 
IN THE AREA WHERE THEY NOW ARE OPERATING AS "'JELL AS IN THE KEY 
BASE AREAS BOTH rr~ THE NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN SECTORS OF ICTZ o 
6 .. I REALIZE YOUR PROBLEMS IN DISTRIBUTING LIMITED ASSETS 
T HROUGHOm SVN BUT I SUBMIT THAI. THE COMMITMENT OF' FORCES LISTED 
ABOVE TO I CORPS IS THE ONLY PRUDENT COURSf., GIVEN THE REALITIES 
OF THE SItUATION HERE. . ' 
GP-4 -
BT 
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RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG NGAI, QUANG TIN AND THAT PORTION OF
QUANG NAM THAT INCLUDES THE QUE N-HIEP DUC VALLEY. THIS WOULD
G I V E MINIMUM BUT ADEQUATE COVERAGE OF THE AREA WHERE THE 2D NVA
DIV HAS CONCENTRATED AND WOULD AT THE SAME TIME FREE TWO BATTA-
LIONS AND A COMMAND GROUP OF THE 5TH MARINES TO MOVE NORTH.
B. THE ROK MARINE BDE WOULD REMAIN IN PLACE BUT EXTEND ITS AREA
OF OPNS TO THE TRA KHUC RIVER. AND I WOULD URG E YOUR T HOUGHT FUL
CONSIDERATION OF THE ADDITION OF A ROK ARMY BN TO THE MARINE BDE
TO EXPAND ITS CAPABILITY TO OPERATE IN THE QUANG NG AI AREA.
C. THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION, WITH 2 AND 1/3 REGTS WOULD CONTINUE
TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG NAM, LESS THAT SMALL PORTION ASSUMED
BY THE AMERICAL DIV.
D. THE 3D MARDIV WOULD CONTINUE TO HOLD RESPONSIBILITY FOR THUA
THIEN AND QUANG TRI; BUT TO THEIR PRESENT FORCE OF 10 BNS
(INCLUDING THE OKI ROTATIONAL BN) WOULD BE ADDED THE COMMAND
GROUP AND 2 BNS OF THE 5TH MARINES. THESE ADDITIONS , PLUS THE
CONTINUING AVAILABILITY OF THE 2 SLF S WOULD PROVIZE THE MINIMUM
FORCE TC COUNTER A SERIOUS ENEMY ATTACK IN. THE DMZ AREA AND TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITIES TO DESTROY ENEMY BATTALION
PIECEMEAL SOUTH OF THE BEN HAI AS THEY OPEN THEMSELVES TO ATTACK.

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2034 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
5. IN ADDITION, I RECOMMEND THAT THE 101ST AIRBORNE BDE REMAIN
HERE AS LONG AS THE WEATHER PERMITS THE KINDS OF OPERATIONS AT
WHICH THEY ARE SO ADEPT. THEY CAN MAKE INVALUABLE CONTRIB UT IO NS
IN THE AREA WHERE THEY NOW ARE OPERATING AS WELL AS IN THE KEY
BASE AREAS BOTH IN THE NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN SECTORS OF ICTZ.
S. I REALIZE YOUR PROBLEMS IN DISTRIBUTING LIMITED ASSETS
THROUGHOUT SVN BUT I SUBMIT THAT. THE COMMITMENT OF FORCES LISTED
ABOVE TO I CORPS IS THE ONLY PR UDENT COURSE, GIVEN THE REALITIES
OF THE SITUATION HERE.
GP-4
BT
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~ CON F' I D fo.: N T I A L SP~CAT r:XCLUSI'J~E F'O~ Gb:N GRr;I£NE AND LTGE:N 
~ KRULAKo 
~ SUBJ: VISIl BY MR JOSEPH ALSOP 
~ 10 DURING THE P£RIOD )6-17 St!;PTEMt3~R ;TH~ SUbJ~Cl NAMti;O .. 
,~ COLUMNIST VISITfo.:D THIS COMMAND. DURING HIS VISIT H~ 
~ I£XPRE5SED CERTAIN VU:WS, WHICH ARE BttLlliVED Or INTtIREST 
~ TO HIGHER Ht£ADQUARTt!.RS, AND WHICH HE PRED ICAh .. S ON THE 
~ NVA OOCUM[NTS CAPTURt:D IN 1966 IN OPERATIMJ "CEDAR FALLS". 
,~ HE BELIEVES 1H!!: NVA OBJl!.CTIVt!: IS 10 A·CHll'..VE A DIEM i:)1t;N 
,~ PHU TYPE VICTORY UPON WHICH TO INIT IAH~ Nl!.GOl IAl' IONS FOR 
~ PEACE FRnt1 A pnSIT ION .01' STRt:NGTH. HI!. F'UlnH~R 1>!£LIEVC:S 
~ THAT PUBLIC RtACTION WOULD BI!. SUCH THAT TH~ UNITED STATES 
~ !'1AY ACCEPT PEACi!. UNDER UNFAVORAbL!!. 'l'i!.RMS AFTER SUCH A 
~ DI£FIEA1. ADDITIONALLY, Hl!: STAleS THAT THe. NVA·S 08JECTIVl!; 
~ IS TO CONTINU~ FIGHTING WHIL~ N~GOTIATIONS AR~ PROGRESSING 
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PAG~ TWO RUMSAK 1644 CON F 1 D t N ~~ A L SP~CAT ~XCLUSIVE 
IN OROI!R 10 \tJIN AN ULTIMA!!!: VICTORY. 
2. MR ALsnp CITES TH£ DISPOSllloro'OF THR~~ NVA 
REGH1E~JTS AROUND CON THIEt~ AS SUbSTA'NT IAl ING HIS THESISo 
HE POHlTS TO TH[ Rli:LAIIVI:!:LY LITTLl!: ·INCDrIJING ARTILLC:RY 
FROM THE ENEMY AS AN INDICATION THAT .THti.y ARt! dUILOING L:P 
AN Af>1MUNITION STOCK .. HE. FURTHtH Bt.LI~VI!.S THAT AROUND 
OC,{OBER THEY WILL FIRE.. THIS HOARD .. AMf.1UNIT rON WHICH THEY 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 8UILD UP, SOME F'IfTE.EN ,TO SEVf!:NTEEN 
IHOUSAND SHELLS IN HIS JUDGMENT, WILL SUPPORT A MASS 
ATTACK ON CON THIEN; 1HA1 TH£Y WILL lAKt: H~AVY LOSS[S IN 
ORDER TO A CHII!:V~ A L H1I1ED VICTORY FOH POL !TICAL PUR POSIiSo 
Hg CONTENDS THAT IF THIS ATTACK W~RE' D~F£AT~D IT WOULD 
BE A.G~EJ.)T VICTORY FOR 'fH~ U.,S .. , BUT IF' It'SUCCEEDED IT 
wnULD BI~ A DEVASTATING POLITICAL DEFEAt ... 
3 0 1 P()INTED nUT TO HiM THAT THE HEAVY;ARIILL~RY FIRE, 
CLOSH: A lR SUPPORT, DEi!: P AIR SUPPORT, P,'N.D 8-52 ATt ACI{S 
ARE HAMPERING 'IHe; f:N£NY BUT THAT IH~Y ';COULD HAV~ EI'FECTED 
Ii BUILDUP OF LOGISTIC SUPPORT SUCH AS N~ aNVlS10NS. 
HOWEVER~ I POINTED OUI THAI W~ HAD HURT lH~ KNEMY BY 
PE R SON NE L eA SllAL~.s_Alli1 . ..1.HA.L_LT HO tJG H r QJlf~ CO UN T ~ R·· . 
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C DNFIDENTI A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE AND LIGEN
KRULAK.
SUBJ: VISIT BY MR JOSEPH ALSOP
1. DURING THE PERIOD 16-17 SEPTEMBER THE SUBJECT NAMED
COLUMNIST VISITED THIS COMMAND. DURING HIS VISIT HE
EXPRESSED CERTAIN VIEWS, WHICH ARE BELIEVED OF INTEREST
TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS, AND WHICH HE PREDICATES ON THE
NVA DOCUMENTS CAPTURED IN 1966 IN OPERATION "CEDAR FALLS".
KE BELIEVES THE NVA OBJECTIVE IS TO ACHIEVE A DIEM BIEN
PHU TYPE VICTORY UPON WHICH TO INITIATE NEGOTIATIONS FOR
PEACE FROM A POSITION OF STRENGTH. HE FURTHER BELIEVES
THAT PUBLIC REACTION WOULD BE SUCH THAT THE UNITED STATES
MAY ACCEPT PEACE UNDER UNFAVORABLE TERMS AFTER SUCH A
DEFEAT. ADDITIONALLY, HE STATES THAT THE NVA'S OBJECTIVE
IS TO CONTINUE FIGHTING WHILE NEGOTIATIONS ARE PROGRESSING

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 1644 INFIDENTIALSPECAT EXCLUSIVE
IN ORDER TO WIN AN ULTIMATE VICTORY.
2. MR ALSOP CITES THE DISPOSITION OF THREE NVA
REGIMENTS AROUND CON THIEN AS SUBSTANTIATING HIS THESIS.
HE POINTS TO THE RELATIVELY LITTLE INCOMING ARTILLERY
FROM THE ENEMY AS AN INDICATION THAT THEY ARE BUILDING L'P

AN AMMUNITION STOCK. HE FURTHER BELIEVES THAT AROUND
OCTOBER THEY WILL FIRE THIS HOARD. AMMUNITION WHICH THEY
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BUILD UP, SOME FIFTEEN TO SEVENTEEN
THOUSAND SHELLS IN HIS JUDGMENT, WILL SUPPORT A MASS
ATTACK ON CON THIEN; THAT THEY WILL TAKE HEAVY LOSSES IN
ORDER TO ACHIEVE A LIMITED VICTORY FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES.
HE CONTENDS THAT IF THIS ATTACK WERE DEFEATED IT WOULD
BE A GREAT VICTORY FOR THE U.S., BUT IF IT SUCCEEDED IT
WOULD BE A DEVASTATING POLITICAL DEFEAT.
3. I POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT THE HEAVY ARTILLERY FIRE,
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT, DEEP AIR SUPPORT, AND B-52 ATTACKS
ARE HAMPERING THE ENEMY BUT THAT THEY COULD HAVE EFFECTED
A BUILDUP OF LOGISTIC SUPPORT SUCH AS HE ENVISIONS.
HOWEVER, I POINTED OUT THAT WE HAD HURT THE ENEMY BY
PERSONNEL CASUALITES AND THAT I THOUGHT OUR COUNTER-
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~ ATTACI{ PLANS COULD WIN US VICTORY, IT.;~IS HIS FIRM 
~ CONVICT ION JHAT THE GOVERNMENT OF NOR:T'H VIt:TNAM IS .NOW 
,~ IN THE: PROCESS OF "PR[PARING THt!. BATTLi£FIL?:LD f1 AND ljAS 
,~ BEEN IN THIS PROCl!:SS SINCE LATE JUNE- o TO THIS I CONCURRED .. 
,~ AS A SIDE LIGHT TO THIS HE ALSO E-XPRi'SSED THE. OPINION THAT 
,~ THE MARINE CORPS CI1NCl!:PT WAS ~JRONG, THAT THE ~~AY TO WIN 
~ THE WAR (lUT HERE WAS NOT TO HAVE: f.\ P#CIFICATION AND 
~ MILITARY ACTION GO HAND IN H{~ND~ BUT rHA1 IT ~MS 10 
~ DEFEAT THE: ENEr~Y O~J T HI!: BATTLEF'It!;LD. 1" COmrfER£D THAT 
,~ IN C1Y VIEW BOTH WARS HAD TO BE PUf1SUtW VIGOROUSLY" HE 
,~ DID STATE THA1 HE WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY THE SPIRIT 
,~ IHW CALIBER OF THE MARIN~S Hi HAD METo 
,~ G?-4 . 
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ATTACK PLANS COULD WIN US VICTORY. 11, STS MIS FIRM
CONVICTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF NORTH VIETNAM IS NOW
IN THE PROCESS OF PREPARING THE BATTLEFIELD" AND HAS
BEEN IN THIS PROCESS SINCE LATE JUNE. TO THIS I CONCURRED.
AS A SIDE LIGHT TO THIS HE ALSO EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT
THE MARINE CORPS CONCEPT WAS WRONG, THAT THE WAY TO WIN
THE WAR OUT HERE WAS NOT TO HAVE A PACIFICATION AND
MILITARY ACTION GO HAND IN HAND, BUT THAT IT WAS TO
DEFEAT THE ENEMY ON THE BATTLEFIELD. I' COUNTERED THAI
IN MY VIEW BOTH WARS HAD TO BE PURSUED VIGOROUSLY. HE
DID STATE THAT HE WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY THE SPIRIT
AND CALIBER OF THE MARINES HE HAD MET.
GP-4
BT
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-,/ SEC RET SPEC AT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN KRUI.AK FROM ltGEN CUSMMtH~ 
-,/ THE FOLLOW!NG MESSAGE WAS SEwr TO COi-WSMACV FGLlmHr~G VISIT OF 
-,/ GENERAL \~ESTMOREl.AND 13 SEPT 67: ..' . 

~I"/ SUBJz THE F'OLJ •• OtHNG IS A REPORT OF 'GENER~L WESTMOREi.AND"S. VISIT TO 
// HI r~AF ON 13 SEP 1967. " " 
-,/ 10 BRIEFED BY G""2 cmlCERNING rJUMBER AND. IDENII1Y OF Er~EMY. UI~!TS IN 
-,/ QUANG TRY PRovn~CEo THREAT IS OFMAGNITtIDE OF '1 TO 9 BAi,!'ALIONS IN 

~
-,/ !Mi'fED!A1E DMZ AREAo ALSO BRIEFED ONAR'i'U.l.ERY OOB~ Er~.E[I'lY THREfrr 
1"/ IS ESl'lMATED 100 TO 108 TUBES 13 . ' 

~ 2~ 3R !Ef"ED BY (1"'2 CONCERNING WEATHER. LATE SEP, ALL OCT AN)) EARLY. 
//. MOV RECEIVE HEAV!EST RAINFALL IN QUA.NG .TRI~i RAINS ItLREADY S'!'AlnED~ 
-,/ \II ILL AFFECT CONS!R UCT ION Arm OPERAl'I1lNS. . 
// 3. BRIEFED BY G ... 3 REP CONCERNING OP PL'MJ n2~tS7 t-/HICH IS THE 

~
/I"// ALTERNATE PLMa DIRECTED TO BE SUBMITTED F.OR. -cor~SIDERAl'I0N\t P1.,M~ o CALLS FOR PRESErn 'HI! A2, AS!) iHJD A410 BE .. CONPlET. ED AND OCCUPIED 
~ BY ARVN BN EACH o C r TO BE COMPLETED AND :OCCUPIED BY ARVN REG! CP~ 

~ .-
-,/ PAGE rWORUi\1SAK t29~ S E ,C R E l' SPECAl'. EXCLUSIVE FOR o ARTY, AND RECON CO tt C2, C3AND C4 TO BE. C.ONPLE1ED AND OCCUPIED Bit 
1"/ USf'lC mJ!1S. IN ADDI110f~£1 USNC BASE CAMPS 1'0 BE SPREAD GENERALLY 
/'~/'// ALONG ROUTE 9 TO LAOS !3011DER. USE OF"BARRIER MATERIALS AND ·SENSOR 
,/. DEVICES IN SELECTED LOCATIONS FOR OPTH'lUM E~lPlOYftiENTo PLAN 10 USE 
/'/. . USMC UNITS AS REACTION FORCES AND f.·OR ACTIVE PATROl.LING .. 
/'/4" SR lE!1ED BY 0"'3 m~ CASUALTY EST IMATED FOR· SHERMAN· AND FOR o AtrER~lAIE PLIH~o EST INATE F'URTHER RED,UC.TjOt.J OF CASUALTIES' IN 00 ALTERNATE PLANB.Y USE Of FORT IF' ICAT.HlN.S AS BUILT, Sf'iOKE Af~D MORE 
1"/ IwrENSIVE USE OF SUPPORTIC~G ARTILLERY; NGr'" ~I\NDPARTICUlAH1..Y AIRe 
//' 5. Eli iEFED oro lOGIST IC SUPPORT FOR PLAN. CMl BE ACCOMPLISHED ~J!rH 
1"/ CURtU:wr 130M BY Er,1PLoVHW THE RESERVE' MATEH IAtS. 1311 ZEroED Dr.) ADDI'" 
1"/ TIONAt SUPPORTUJG UNITS NEEDED" THERE IS !Nr~ED!A1'[REQUIRE~lEMT fOR o ONE MEDIUM TRUCK CO (CARGO) AND ONE TR~NSP!l r!lED'61 1'RUCl< SQUAD 
1"/ (PETROLEUM) DUR ING X8SEPl''''250CT .. OTHER REQUIREmi~rn S '~J!1H tJUST IF' Ii!> 
1"/ CAT !ONW !LL BE FomlARDED 10 MAC" SOONEST o ALSO, tHlL REQUIRE: 
/'/ EXP~NSION OF' Dmw H.!\ POHT CAPACrfV,. ... AND SUBSTANTIAL DREDGING o OPERA! ION 10 KEEP cVA VIET CHANt'JEt. CLEAR D BR IN G NONSOON~ AD" ISED o THAT QUMlG TR 1 AIRPORT SITE DE'f.ER.MYNED, AND CONSTRUCT ION CREvJS r·1QVE 0· HJ rm10RROtoJ" o 6/11 GENERAL \~ESrMOREl.A(m 
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SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN KRULAK FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS SENT TO COMUSMACV FOLLOWING VISIT OF
GENERAL WESTMORELAND 13 SEPT 67:
SUBJ: THE FOLLOWING IS A REPORT OF GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S VISIT TO
III MAF ON 13 SEP 1967.
1. BRIEFED BY G-2 CONCERNING NUMBER AND. IDENTITY OF ENEMY UNITS IN
QUANG IRI PROVINCE. THREAT IS OF MAGNITUDE OF T TO 9 BATTALIONS IN
IMMEDIATE DMZ AREA. ALSO BRIEFED ON ARTILLERY 00B. ENEMY THREAT
IS ESTIMATED 100 TO 108 TUBES,
2. BRIEFED BY G-2 CONCERNING WEATHER. LATE SEP, ALL OCT AND EARLY
NOV RECEIVE HEAVIEST RAINFALL IN QUANG TRI. RAINS ALREADY STARTED,
WILL AFFECT CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONS.
3. BRIEFED BY G-3 REP CONCERNING OP PLAN 12-67 WHICH IS THE
ALTERNATE PLAN DIRECTED TO BE SUBMITTED F.OR CONSIDERATION. PLAN
CALLS FOR PRESENT AI, A2, A3, AND A4 TO BE COMPLETED AND OCCUPIED
BY ARVN BN EACH. C1 TO BE COMPLETED AND :OCCUPIED BY ARVN REGT CP,

PAGE TWORUMSAK 1294 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
ARTY, AND RECON CO. C2, C3 AND CA TO BE COMPLETED AND OCCUPIED BY
USMC UNITS, IN ADDITION, USMC BASE CAMPS TO BE SPREAD GENERALLY
ALONG ROUTE 9 TO LAOS BORDER. USE OF BARRIER MATERIALS AND SENSOR
DEVICES IN SELECTED LOCATIONS FOR OPTIMUM EMPLOYMENT. PLAN TO USE
USMC UNITS AS REACTION FORCES AND FOR ACTIVE PATROLLING.
4. BRIEFED BY G=3 ON CASUALTY ESTIMATED FOR SHERMAN AND FOR
ALTERNATE PLAN. ESTIMATE FURTHER REDUCTION OF CASUALTIES IN
ALTERNATE PLAN BY USE OF FORTIFICATIONS AS BUILT, SMOKE AND MORE
INTENSIVE USE OF SUPPORTING ART ILLERY, NGF, AND PARTICULARLY AIR.
5. BRIEFED ON LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR PLAN. CAN. BE ACCOMPLISHED WITH
CURRENT BOM BY EMPLOYING THE RESERVE MATERIALS. BRIEFED OH ADDI-
TIONAL SUPPORTING UNITS NEEDED. THERE IS IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENT FOR
ONE MEDIUM TRUCK CO (CARGO) AND ONE TRANSP. MED. TRUCK SQUAD
(PETROLEUM) DURING 18SEPT=250CT. OTHER REQUIREMENTS WITH JUSTIFI.
CATION WILL BE FORWARDED TO MACV SOONEST. ALSO, WILL REQUIRE
EXPANSION OF DONG MA PORT CAPACITY, AND SUBSTANTIAL DREDGING
OPERATION TO KEEP CUA VIET CHANNEL CLEAR DURING MONSOON. ADVISED
THAT QUANG TRI AIRPORT SITE DETERMINED, AND CONSTRUCTION CREWS MOVE
IN TOMORROW.
6. GENERAL WESTMORELAND SAID:
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o PAGE THREE Rm1SAK, 1294 SEC R E 'f -S~E'CA1' EXCLUSIVE FOR 
'/ A. PREPARE CONT IGENCY PLAN 'fa MARSHALL ellR 1130U tllReR AFT TO AIR.;;. 
'/ LIFT A USMC BN INTO KHE' SANH WHILE RUNWAY 'UNDER REPAIR IF NEEDED@ o Be WILL REQUEST AIRLiFT OF Sf"iOKE GE!~ERATING PL AT om, FROM CONUS o ASAP, Wl!H~REMAINDER Of C,O~1PAMV 1'0 F'OLl.OvJ* USARV 'f0 FIND CONFE:NS ... 
'/ ATORY SPACES., . . 
'/ Co APPROVED tHE ALTERNATE PLM~ IN COMCEPT AtJD DIR.ECTED CG 'IU [\'jAr 00 TO PROCEED, BUT DESIR~S MACV SrtlF'FTO R)!:VlEt~ DETAILS BEFORE 

O 
FUJAL APPROVAL OF PLAN., ' .... 

(I) ~J Il'H RESPECT TO REQUEST OF'. ;GEN. LAM TO ALTER PUH3 BY o MA~HHNG 1\"'4 WITH MARINES VICE ARVN, 'AUTHORIZED CG II! MAt'" TO MMI 
'/ A ... 4 ON H~TER H1 BASIS" BUT ~IlU. NOT AUTHOR IZl?: CHANGE OF PLAN 
'/ PERMANENTLY. 
,~ (2) \llLL HAVE TO STUDY ADDI1IVE SUPP.ORT Ut~rrs REQUESTED o BEF. ORE APPROVnJG THEM" ·FOR EXA~lPtE,' HlCQUIRED IF 12 TON :TRUCKS 
'/ COULD BE USED VICE 2-U2 AND 5 TON -TRUCKS REQUESTED. WAS ~DVISED 
'/ ROADS AND BR IDGf!:S WOULD BEAR THE TRAF.F..IC!) 
,~ .. D4\ STATED SLfS Nml AVAILABl.E r·o eiG JI! MAr FOR OPERATIONS AS 
'/ ... REG!UIRED§ (RELEASED FRON HOLD FOR ·SHERf'lAN.) ; 
'/ Eo DIRECTED EXPLOITATION OF EVERY' OPPORTmrI'IY FOR TACTICAL 
~ DECEPTION DURING Cm~S1'RUCTION AMD ·TACTICAL o.?ERArrONSIJ ?AR1!CU'" 

~~,~" '/ PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 1294 SEC RET SPE:CA1' EXCLUSIVE fOR 
,~ lARLY AS' REGARDS CLEARED TRACE •. <-.~ . o F 0 DIRECTED DEVELOPMENT OF' ~·OLLO\~ ... ON· PLAN AS EX PER IENCE o 11m ICA1ED t INCLUDHlG SPECIFICS OF' HO~r yIE MIGHT USE ROl(S. 
'/ . G. EXPRESSED n~rERES1' IN POSSIBU;l1 lES OF DEVELOPIiH3 AN 

0
'/ OBSERVAT ION PLATFORM THAT IS NOT FIXED, SUCH. AS HHJGED TO'dER OR 
'/ TELESCOPIC·TOt-JER, VICEA PERr1ANENT TOWER. . 
~ Ho W Itl TASK THE AIR FORCE TO USE .COM~lANDO LAVA· IN AliAU VALLEY.·· o ), .. AT 'f1?JO INTERDICTION AREAS. 
'0'~~" I. DESIRES TO KEEP PRESSURE ON EN·nW.BY AlLMEtHJS. COrrrUJUE 
,~ PRIORITY OF' B..,52 STRIKES YD III. MAr, l~ND SLAM OPERATIONS NORTH 
'/ OF DMZ. 
, ~ t<JARM RF.!:GARDS 
~ GP"'4 
~ BT 

~ 
~. 

~ o 
~ 
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PAGE THREE RUMSAK. 1294 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
As PREPARE CONTIGENCY PLAN TO MARSHALL CARIBOU AIRCRAFT TO AIR-

LIFT A USMC BN INTO KHE SANH WHILE RUNWAY UNDER REPAIR IF NEEDED.
B. WILL REQUEST AIRLIFT OF SMOKE GENERATING PLATOON FROM CONUS

ASAP, WITH REMAINDER OF COMPANY TO FOLLOW USARV TO FIND CONPENS-
ATORY SPACES.

C. APPROVED THE ALTERNATE PLAN IN CONCEPT AND DIRECTED CG III MAP
TO PROCEED, BUT DESIRES MACV STAFF TO REVIEW DETAILS BEFORE
FINAL APPROVAL OF PLAN.

(1) WITH RESPECT TO REQUEST OF GEN LAM TO ALTER PLAN BY
MANNING A-4 WITH MARINES VICE ARVN, AUTHORIZED CG II MAF TO MAN
A-4 ON INTERIM BASIS, BUT WILL NOT AUTHORIZE CHANGE OF PLAN
PERMANENTLY.

(2) WILL HAVE TO STUDY ADDITIVE SUPPORT UNITS REQUESTED
BEFORE APPROVING THEM. FOR EXAMPLE, INCQUIRED IF 12 TON TRUCKS
COULD BE USED VICE 2-1/2 AND 5 TON TRUCKS REQUESTED. WAS ADVISED
ROADS AND BRIDGES WOULD BEAR THE TRAFFIC,

D. STATED SLFS NOW AVAILABLE TO CG III MAF FOR OPERATIONS AS
REQUIRED. (RELEASED FROM HOLD FOR SHERMAN.)

E. DIRECTED EXPLOITATION OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY FOR TACTICAL
DECEPTION DURING CONSTRUCTION AND TACTICAL OPERATIONS, PARTICU-

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 1294 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
LARLY AS REGARDS CLEARED TRACE.

F. DIRECTED DEVELOPMENT OF FOLLOW-ON PLAN AS EXPERIENCE
INDICATED, INCLUDING SPECIFICS OF HOW WE MIGHT USE ROKS.

G. EXPRESSED INTEREST IN POSSIBILITIES OF DEVELOPING AN
OBSERVATION PLATFORM THAT IS NOT FIXED, SUCH AS HINGED TOWER OR
TELESCOPIC TOWER, VICE A PERMANENT TOWER.

H. WILL TASK THE AIR FORCE TO USE COMMANDO LAVA IN AHAU VALLEY
AT TWO INTERDICTION AREAS.

I. DESIRES TO KEEP PRESSURE ON ENEMY BY ALL MEANS. CONTINUE
PRIORITY OF B-52 STRIKES TO III MAF, AND SLAM OPERATIONS NORTH
OF DMZ.
WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
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HAS· . ~ ~1'i.~ .... olEN SE~Jl 
~~ P 13!636Z SEP 61 
,~ FMCG IX! MAF ~ 
,~ TO CG FfrifF'AC . ~L 

?a ~T E eRE T ExcL USIVE FOR GEN KR U!.AK 'fP. ort; ~ T GEN o THE FOLLmHNG IS f.\ SUMMARY OF GENERAL ABRAI"iS VIsrr to III MAl', o 110 SEPTEMBER i967. THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT I"'ASIO PREPARE 
-,/ HH~SElF em DETAILS Of THE DYE MARKER DEVELOPNENTS IN ORDER 
,~ 10 BE READY TO DISCUSS THEftl ~tJI1H \~ESry. UPON HIS RE'fUR!~ FROM 
,~ P .. i(l VISIT IJ 

~ GQ2 GAVE A BR rEF SUMr4ARY OF THE nJEMY snUAT ION EN THE DNZ 
~ I!1CLUDUm ESfIMATE OF ARTILLERY OOB OF' Hi0"'iHJ TUBES OF 
,~ VARIOUS CALIBERSo fOLLOWED BY A WEATHER BRIEFING SHOWING 
,~ THAt NORTHE/>\51' MONSOON PRECIPITATION HEAVIEST DURHlG 
,~ SEPTEr~BER'" NOVE~mER PER IOD 0 

,~ BRIEFING BY 6 60 3 ON ES1n~{rrE Of>' CASUALTIES ~mlCH MIGHt o RESULT F'R Dr1 OPERA! ION SHERM.AN g ASSUMIRS SOME N INE US~lC 
,~ BArH~l!ONS, INCLUDING ONE CONSTRUCT'ION BN, PLUS THREE 
,~ ARV~J BAITAl.!ONSIll BASED ON 29 DAYS OF" CON! IMUOUS OPERA.,. o TIOlH, fOR INsr"Lt.tHlot~ OF THE SPOS~ NETw:mCLOGY BEGINS 

?a 
PAGE g RUMSAl< 12'02S'E C R E1' EXClUSZIJE F'OR ~ 

~ 
to! ITH ANALYSIS OF' ACTU.~L CASUALTIES FROM. OPNS HICIWfnf MJD 
BEAU CJiARS'f:R TO ESTABLISH BASE OF LOS'SES PER BN DAY@ .~·.r 
IN S40 BN DA'-{S LOST ilu2 KIA 895 WIA -TO ESTABLISJi BASE OF 1,,85 ::, 

?a 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
?E 

.~:. f.<' 
l(L~ MJD 9!?95 \HA PER. Bi~ DAY. ~iULTIPL!ES' BASE BY PROJEctED ".,,, 
BN DAYS UJ OPN SH~RNAN., 2€QiUS BN DAYS PROJECr 4! I 1<11\· 
AND 2581 WIA" 81 ARVN BN DAYS PROJECTED AT tl2 RATE TO 
COplPENSA'fE FOR SNAltER: SIZE YIElbS 69 KIA MW 433 \HA" AN 
ADJllS!l~IENT TO BE MADE [<"OR ENEMY INCREASED CAPABll I1Y TO 
INrI.. leT CASUAl.! XES BY ART !LLEHYIR OCKETSIMORTARSc,) !NCOM mE 
ROUND IN HICKORY AND BEAU CHARGER AVERAGED 195 PER DAY~ 
ES1'H1A'1'ED CURRE~jT CAPABILITV 10 AVERAGE 550 ROUNDS PEP. 
Dl~Y DURING OPN SHEHri/HJ,~ BY r~ULTIPLYING THE C!~SUAlTIES 
HH'l. !CTEl) BY ART ILtERY/~lORr ARS/ROCJ<ET S PER BN DAY oliR lWEI 
HICKORY AND BEAU CHARGER BY A FACI0H Of 2.8" AN ADJUS!e 
MEMT "(alAS iliADE iiOR THE UWREASED Cf\PABILUV TOTALING US 
261\ I{If.I Ar~D 1201 WAA~ ARVr~ ~3 KIA A[~D 209 W!A~ TOTAL 
I>ROJEC1ED CASUALT!ES~ US 672 K!A9 3788 WIA; ARVN U2 
KIA" 6.<}2 ~HAo nus DOES NO"! TAKE lM"To CONSIDERAT ION FACT 
'fHA"! SlGfHF'ICiHlT NUfilBERS Or' PERSON'NEt \Hll ~JORK 1M RELATIVELY 
GO~jCENIRA1E)) FORNAT !O!~s IN tHE OPEN· NOR PACT THAT E~JEMY 
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SECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN KRULAK FROM LT GEN CUSHMAN
THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF GENERAL ABRAMS VISIT TO III MAF,
10 SEPTEMBER 1967. THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT WASTO PREPARE
HIMSELF ON DETAILS OF THE DYE MARKER DEVELOPMENTS IN ORDER
TO BE READY TO DISCUSS THEM WITH WESTY UPON HIS RETURN FROM
P.I. VISIT.

G-2 GAVE A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE ENEMY SITUATION IN THE DMZ
INCLUDING ESTIMATE OF ARTILLERY 00B OF 100-110 TUBES OF
VARIOUS CALIBERS. FOLLOWED BY A WEATHER BRIEFING SHOWING
THAT NORTHEAST MONSOON PRECIPITATION HEAVIEST DURING
SEPTEMBER NOVEMBER PERIOD.

BRIEFING BY G=3 ON ESTIMATE OF CASUALTIES WHICH MIGHT
RESULT FROM OPERATION SHERMAN, ASSUMING SOME NINE USMC
BAXTALIONS, INCLUDING ONE CONSTRUCTION BN, PL US THREE
ARVN BATTALIONS. BASED ON 29 DAYS OF CONTINUOUS OPERA-
TIONS FOR INSTALLATION OF THE SPOS. METHOD OLOGY BEGINS

PAGE 2 RUMSAK 1202 SECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR
WITH ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL CASUALTIES FR.OM. OPNS HICKORY AND
BEAU CHARGER TO ESTABLISH BASE OF LOSSES PER BN DAY.
IN 90 BN DAYS LOST 142 KIA 895 WIA TO ESTABLISH BASE OF 1.85
KIA AND 9.95 WIA PER BN DAY. MULTIPLIES BASE BY PROJECTED
BN DAYS IN OPN SHERMAN. 260 US BN DAYS PROJECT 411 KIA
AND 2587 WIA. 87 ARVN BN DAYS PROJECTED AT 1/2 RATE TO
COMPENSATE FOR SMALLER SIZE YIELDS 69 KIA AND 433 WIA. AN
ADJUSTMENT TO BE MADE FOR ENEMY INCREASED CAPABILITY TO
INFLICT CASUALTIES BYARTILLERY/ROCKETS/MORTARS. INCOMINE
ROUND IN HICKORY AND BEAU CHARGER AVERAGED 195 PER DAY.
ESTIMATED CURRENT CAPABILITY TO AVERAGE 550 ROUNDS PER
DAY DURING OPN SHERMAN. BY MULTIPLYING THE CASUALTIES
INFLICTED BY RT ILLERY/MORTAR S/ROCKETS PER BN DAY DURING
HICKORY AND BEAU CHARGER BY A FACTOR OF 2.8g AN ADJUST-
MENT WAS MADE FOR THE INCREASED CAPABILITY TOTALING US
261 KIA AND 1201 WIA; ARVN 43 KIA AND 209 WIA. TOTAL
PROJECTED CASUALTIES: US 672 KIA, 3788 WIA: ARVN 112
KIA, 642 WIR. THIS DOES NOT TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION FACT
THAT SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF PERSONNEL WILL WORK IN RELATIVELY
CONCENTRATED FORMATIONS IN THE OPEN NOR FACT THAT ENEMY

PAGESOFPAGE
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PA~ ,'5 RULtASAK 1202 S i!. eRe T II'"XCLUSIVE FOR 
NOW HAS A D!i.MONSrRAl~D AIR 8URS1' CAPASIl.l!Y" 

6RIA'..FOF TH~ BASIC CONCI!.PTS OF ALH.R(fJAI~ P}..JUd WHICH 
CAlLIiD FOR i!:ARL Y CONSTR UC! ION OR I~J?ROVj!.(\}u.rr OFt:! ... !,~ .11""2 ~ 
A"'S, A "'4 f1 C"'!, C "'2 0 MJI) C ·-..3 r.SSUJIIALli. i .AS PFH.iJIIO US!. Y 
PLAbiNiiD ~ PI"US ANOTHIi.R BASt'. ARt.A NOR! Ai 'OF. CUA V lti.:l (C ... ,u. 
tv!ACV/JGS fl.NVISIONED ARVN t'lAMNING A ... l,.A ..... 2 9 1\"".), AWD 1\"'4 
wnH A 5Al'tAl.ION tACH", JGS TO PROVIPli.Ap-DITIO('JAL BAllA'" 
LIONS 10 I CORPS 0 c ... J TO CONTAIN Rll.Gnll!\~I A1. CP l) ONJi 
BAITAL.ION OF AWEU .. LERY (!HRc.t. 6A'fTARlk!,:S.:.10~, OME fH\Tlti.:RY 
155), Ai~D POSSIBLY A R~COf~ COL'lPAWt. UI.·~AF TO L;lFWVlDi 
LYJO£Ilt. FORCr.. T NROUGH ..-oUT ARt:.A c· .- f-. 

G~rok.RilL LM~ 's Dl!.SHUi TO U1CLUDt flO'1{ ~p' IW Dit&!: MARl{ER 
AT A LAI~R DATi FOR nnERNf.I'f IONAl. Fl,AVt.:ut WAS D!SCUSSiD,. 

1.0GISI res PROBLEMS CENliRED AROUND DOf~G HA RA!tIP 
CAPABn. I1Y r: AND REQUIRt.fijt!.~JI 'f0 BUILD C."T>~~30 AIRflli:LD 
PlY QUANG TR I <II iHESE ~JERE D ISClISSI!.D IN .. ·tiR~SS TEfi1YJS" 
I!.SSg;~J!UA1.nY OF ADDnroNAL LOGISTIC S[J.PPORT AND 
GoruS'ER UCl ION FORCliS WAS ~XfiH!.SS~D ~. ; x. 

I'OLl .. OWHJG IS Po SrAri1!"l~Nr OF TMi!; f1!Issio.1'J Of P.,.,Tli,;RNfrft: 
PLAN AS BR Iu.F!W 3 .. ;.' 

.i. t, .... 

'. ' 

fAG.!!. <4 RlJ('iSAK 1202 S t C R Eo 1 £XCLUS.IJJ.i:JFOR 
ON ORDi!..R, CG III {UsAF, binH FORCA:.S A:S$,IGN~D 11 AND Ii~ 

COORDINATION \HIH CG, Z CORPS II ARVN f) cQ't'JQLJeTS ANTI'" 
HJfILIRATIOCJ OPERATIONS HJ rWRH!!!.RN ~U.ANG TRI PROVINCE 
ft'MUONG ~AXI€D}UM iJSi!, OF' A S~NSOR AND SUFl'd1.'.:ILLANCE SYS1ElI'; 
IN SUPPORT OF bAI1'ALWN ·5TfWtIlG POI!HS(,'1;'{lJl) BATTALION 
COL'1k)AI OPI!.RA!HW BASl:.S LOCAT~D ALONG RP;UIE 9 WI;.S:.PfJARD 
TO IHKi. LAOS BORDlt.R II Hll ORDl:!.R 10 IMPt!.Dt.., /;.;N!!.i".!Y INfiIL'" 
IRliTZOtJ 9 Dt.F~~JD FRli:.NDL'if INSli\LLAIIONS"w PROTECT LIMES 
OF COtJ,''1!JNICtH" IONS g AND DESTROY TM!!. !iLllr~M.Y IN ZOM!!. /!J 

ItllSi/U.LS TEfli AN!I eINFILTRAIlON SYST-i:'~f<l·I't.l •. .sUCH iIlMJNli.R 
AS 10 PROVI!)!!. !Hli OPTIO(ij OF FURrH~R Dti:Iil!.LO,P£l13tHH' {)Ai' 
IHl:. OBSTACLe SYSTlz,L'l1P INCLUDING 'fH.!i ADDH'IOi'ML ~NfLOY'" 
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PAGE 3 RUMSAK 1202 S L CR c T EXCLUSIVE FOR
NOW HAS A DEMONSTRATED AIR BUR ST CAPABILITY.

BRIEF OF THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF ALTERNATE PLAN WHICH
CALLED FOR EARLY CONSTRUCTION OR IMPROVEMENT OF A-1, A-2,
A=3, A-4, col, C-2, AND C-3 ESSENTIALLY AS PREVIOUSLY
PLANNED, PLUS ANOTHER BASE AREA NORTH OF CUA VIET (C -4) .

MACV/JGS ENVISIONED ARVN MANNING A A.2. A=3, AND A-4
WITH A BATTALION EACH. JGS TO PROVIDE. ADDITIONAL BATTA-
LIONS TO I CORPS. C - 1 TO CONTAIN REGIMANIAL CP, ONE
BATTALION OF ARTILLERY (THREE BATTARIES. 105, ONE BATTERY
1553, AND POSSIBLY A RECON COMPANY. III MAF TO PROVIDE
MOBILE FORCE THROUGH -OUT AREA.

GENERAL LAM'S DESIRE TO INCLUDE ROK S IN DYE MARKER
AT A LATER DATE FOR INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR WAS DISCUSSED

LOGISTICS PROBLEMS CENTERED AROUND DONG HA RAMP
CAPABILITY, AND REQUIREMENT TO BUILD C.-130 AIRFIELD
AT QUANG IRI. THESE WERE DISCUSSED IN GROSS TERMS.
ESSENTUALITY OF ADDITIONAL LOGISTIC SUPPORT AND
CONSTRUCTION FORCES WAS EXPRESSED

FOLLOWING IS A STATEMENT OF THE MISSION OF ALTERNATE
PLAN AS BRIEFED

PAGE 4 RUMSAK 1202 S FS C R E I EXCLUSIVE FOR
ON ORDER , CG III MAF , WITH FORCES ASSIGNED 9 AND IN

COORDINATION WITH CG, I CORPS, ARVN , CONDUCTS ANTI-
INFILTRATION OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN GUANG TRI PROVINCE
MAKING MAXIMUM USa OF A SENSOR AND SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM
IN SUPPORT OF BATTALION STRONG POINTS AND BATTALION
COMBAT OPERATING BASES LOCATED ALONG ROUTE 9 WESTWARD
TO THE LAOS BORDER , IN ORDER TO IMPEDE ENEMY INFIL e
TRATION, DEFEND FRIENDLY INSTALLATIONS., PROTECT LINES
OF COMMUNICATIONS. AND DESTROY THE ENEMY IN ZONE.
INSTALLS THE ANTI "INFILTRATION SYSTEM I'N SUCH MANNER
AS TO PROVIDE THE OPTION OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF
THE OBSTACLE SYSTEM INCLUDING THE ADDITIONAL EMPLOY-
MENT OF FUTURE DETECTION DEVICES IN THE R D PROGRAM.

HAVE ALTERNATE PLAN COMPLETED AND PREPARED TO BRIEF
WESTY ON 13 SEPITEMBER MACV STAFF REPRLSENTATIVES HERE
TO ASSIST AND BECOME FAMILIAR WITH PLAN
WARM REGARDS.
GP of
BT
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HERBOLD FROM LIGEN CUSHMAN
A. CG 1ST MARDIV 101645 SEP67
B. CG FLC 2314322 AUG 67 TO 3RD FSR
le I HAVE GROWN INCREASINGLY CONCERNEE OVER THE AVAILABILITY OF
THE M109 SELF PROPELLED HOWITZER. WE HAVE BEEN AVERAGING 10-11
GUNS DLABLINED EACH DAY AI 3RD AND 4TH ECHELON FOR SOME TIME AND
we ARE ONLY HOLDING OUR OWN WITH THAT FIGURE. IN ADDITION, THERE
ARE SEVERAL OTHER WEAPONS DOWN DAILY AT 2ND. ECHELON. THERE ARC A
VARIETY OF PARTS CAUSING THE DLADLINES AND CG FLC IS IDENTIFYING
AND EXPEDITING THESE ON A DAILY BASIS. BY SEPARATE 145G HL WILL
REPORT APPROPRIATE DOC NUMBERS ETC. .HE IS ALSO WORKING ON U. S .

ARMY SOURCES IN *COUNTRY TO PROCURE CRITICAL ITEMS ON AN ISSA BASIS.
2. AT PRESENT THERE IS ONE REALISTIC ACTION I BELIEVE WE CAN TAKE
TO HELP THE SITUATION. BY REF A CG !ST.MARDIV HAS IDENTIFIED A
MODIFICATION WHICH MAY SOLVE OUR PROBLER WITH THE OBTURATOR SPINDLE.
THIS IS A SECOND ECHELON PART FOR WHICH 1ST AND 3RD MARDIV'S AND
FLC HAVE REQUISITIONS IN THE SYSTEM. AT: PRESENT THERE ARE 5 WEAPONS
DOWN JUST FOR THIS ASSEMBLY, BACK IN JULY YOU TURNED DOWN A SIMILAR
REQUEST FROM 1ST MARDIV TO MAKE THIS MUDIFICATION BUT MY EXPERTS TELL

THAT IT IS PRACTICAL AND CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED HERE IN FLC'S SROPS
PROVIDED A EASIC THREADING IAP IS MANUFACTURED AND MADE AVAILABLE FROM
OKINAWA. I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS MODIFICATION WILL NOT ALTER THE GUN
To THE EXTENT THAT WE WILL BE UNABLE TO USU THE NEW SPINDLE ASSEMBLIES
WHEN THEY DO ARRIVE . I All SURE YOUR EXPERTS HAD GOOD REASON FOR THE
TURN DOWN BUT WE FEEL APPROVAL TO MODIFY 6 OBTURATORS ON AN EXPERIMENEAL
BASIS WOULD bl A WISE MOVE AT THIS TIME
3. WOULD ALSU APPRECIATE YOUR HELP IN EXPEDITING SPINDLES ON REQUISITION
ON REF b. MANY OTHER SPINDLES ARE ON REMUSITION BY BOTH DIVISIONS AND
FLC WARM REGARDS
GP-4
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ST
CGNFIDENTIAL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN KRULAK
FROM LIGEN CUSHMAN
1. All SURE YOU HAVE NOTICED THAT THE USE OF MARIJUANA IS MENTIONED IN
FAR 100 MANY ADWINISTRATIVE AND DISCIPLINARY REPORTS ORIGINATING IN
PARINE UNITS IN VIETNAM. THIS HAS DEEN OF CONCERN TO ME. AND WANT YOU
TO BE APPRISED OF THE MEASURES THIS CORMAND HAS ALREADY TAKEN TO
COUNTER IT.
2. THERE HAS BEEN A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN MARIJUANA TRAFFIC IN I
CORPS THIS YEAR , ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT GROWN LOCALLY, IT IS SOLD
LOCALLY BOTH IN BULK AND IN MACHINE ROLLED CIGARETTES. MAJOR CID EFFORT
HAS BEEN DEVOTED TO LOCATING THE SOURCE. IT IS CLEARLY A VIETNAMESE
OPERATION, AND THE MOST PROBABLE MEANS OF ENTRY IS BY SVN COMMERCIAL
OR MILITARY AIR c DUE TO PAST LACK OF COOPERATION FROM LOCAL
VILTNAMESL OFFICIALS We HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO TRACE SOURCE BEYOND
LOCAL DISTRIBUTORS. WHETHER IT IS COMMUNIST SPONSORED IS STILL A
MATTER OF CONJECTURE.

PAGE TWO RUNSAK 819 C 0 N D A SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
3. STREET VENDORS ARE USUALLY WOREN AND CHILDREN. APPETITES ARE
TEASED BY TOSSING CIGARETTES ON PASSING TRUCKS CARRYING TROOPS.
VENDORS ARE FOUND AT ALMOST EVERY PLACE WHERE AMERICAN SERVICEMEN CAN
BE CONTACTED PRICES HAVE INCREASED FROM 10 TO 50 PIASTRES PER CIGARETTE
oveR THE PAST Few MONTHS.
4. DUE TO INCREASED CID ACTIVITY, THE FOLLOWING NUMBER OF CASES
INVOLVING MARIJUANA WERE INVESTIGATED:

1966: NOV 1; DEC -7; 1967: JAN - 10; FEB. - 14; MAR .-30; APR ®18;
PAY -16; JUN --17; JUL -35; AUG .-10 SINCE 1 JANUARY 17 MEN HAVE BEEN
CONVICTED OF MARIJUANA OFFENSES BY GENERAL COURT MARTIAL 6 BY SPCN:

BY SCM ; 3 GMC PENDING, 1 MEDEVAC ; 4 CID INVESTIGATIONS IN PROGRESS.2
THE NUMBER OF PERSONS PROCESSED FOR DISCHARGE BY ADMINISTRATIVE MEANS
IS UNKNOWN, BUT AT LEAST & ARE PENDING.
5. THE SUBJECT WAS A JCC AGENDA ITEM IN JULY AND SEPTEMBER THE MAYOR
OF DANANG ATTENDED THE JULY MEETING. FURTHER ON 6SEPTEMBER III MAF
REPRESENTATIVES MET WITH THE MAYOR AND VARIOUS VIETNAMESE LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND THEY AGREED TO COOPERATE FULLY WITH MILITARY
EFFORTS TO STAMP OUT MARIJUANA TRAFFIC e APPREHENSION AND PROSECUTION
OF VIETNAMESE PUSHERS AND DISTRIBUTERS WAS FORCEFULLY DIRECTED BY NAYOR
CUONG. MARINE CID MP PERSONNEL WERE AUTHORIZED TO APPREHEND
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PAGE THREE RUMSAK 819 C O N F I D E NII AL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
VIETNAMESE NATIONALS CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF SELLING MARIJUANA,
is COMMAND INTEREST IN THIS PROBLEM HAS BEEN CONTINUOUS MCO
6710.1 was DISTRIBUTED, PMU REPORTS AND SUMMARIES REFLECTED THE
PROBLEM TU SUBORDINATE COMMANDS. IT WAS A MAJOR ITEM AT A RECENT
COMMANDERS CONFERENCE.
7. IN SPITe OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE PROBLEM 9 THERE IS NO EPIDEMIC
OF MARIJUANA use IN III MAF . SUCH USE AS: IT ENJOYS IS CAUSED BY ITS
READY AVAILABILITY WITH THE PROMISED SUPPORT AND COOPERATION OF THE
MAYOR AND VIETNAMESE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, THE PROBLEM SHOULD
BE GREATLY REDUCED BY IDENTIFYING THE SOURCE OF SUPPLY.
GP-4
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CONFIDENT I A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN HOCMUTH AND
ROBERTSON FM LIGEN CUSHMAN

ANALYSIS OF PATROL ACTIONS BY REGULAR RIFLE UNITS . FIRE
TEAM AND SQUAD HAS CONVINCED ME THAT REFRESMER INSTRUCTION IS
REQUIRED IN THIS ART. TOO MANY PATROLS HAVE BECOME PERFUNCTORY
HIKES, WITH EXCESSIVE CASUALTIES FROM INATTENTION AND LACK OF
SKILL, AND RESULTANT FAILURE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION AND /OR INFLICT
CASUALTIES, DEPENDING UPON MISSION. WE ARE PARTICULARLY POOR IN
GAINING AND MAINTAINING CONTACT, IN LOCATING AND DETERMINING SIZE
AND POSITIONS OF ENEMY. STEALTH, PATIENCE AND OBSERVATION HAVE
BEEN MISSING FROM OUR PATROL WORK.

I WOULD LIKE APPROPRIATE SCHOOL AND TRAINING TO BE HELD ON
CHAP 8, PATROLLING, OF FMFM 6-5, THE MARINE RIFLE SQUAD.. I

PARTICULARLY COMMEND TO THE ATTENTION OF ALL CONCERNED PARA 3102,
PARA A (2)(A) AND (B). IF WE DO NOTHING ELSE BUT ENGRAVE THAT

PAGE 2 RUMSAK 1103 C ON F I D I L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
IN FLAMING LETTERS ON THE BRAIN OF EVERY RIFLEMAN , FIRE TEAM AND
SQUAD LEADER, AND PLATOON LEADER - WE WILL HAVE TAKEN A GIGANIC
STEP.

I QUOTE: (A) MOVE BY BOUNDS, HALT , LISTEN. OBSERVE, THEN MOVE

AGAIN. (B) LOOK FOR THE NEXT SPOT BEFORE LEAVING THE CONCEALMENT
OF ONE POSITION. AND SO ON. THE ENTIRE CHAPTER IS A MUST FOR
FLATOON LEADERS AND THEIR MEN.

WARM REGARDS.
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~ OF' r1~iTER !ALS IN SUPPORT OF T.HESE OPERAT iONS NUS'f PASS 
/j Tt~lOUGH TH!S CHANNEL FOR OFF'-LOt~DING f\T DONG Btl/> CONSWERA'" 
/~ BLE DIFFICULTY HP1S BEEN EXPEH IENCED DUR ING PREVIOUS NONSOON . 
/~ DREDGING OPERI~lT IONS IN THAT THE CHANNEL SII .. IED UP AS F'I\ST IlS 
~ DHEDGED OUT c SHULAR 'DIFFICULTIES I\HE; M'JTICIPtlTED tHIS 
~ NONSOON Si~f.iSONo % 2" BY BEF A fJ oree RVN VOLUN'iE;E}~ED TO DEVELOP PfiOGfU4N FOR 
~ I~DVANCE PLANNING OF DREDGING nr:QUn~EJjENTSc BY REF 5, 
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Pf~GE 2 H Ur;IS{~K 1063 C·· 0 N Fro E N T r A L EXCLUSIVE 
PROFESSI0Nfl1.. ADVICE t~AS REQUESTIW OF' arec RVN AS TO TOTM~ 
HE QUmEriENT S FOR DREDG lNG, EXPECTED r Hm DREDGE I;JILL BE 
NEEDED l' 0 CO~1r~ENCE OPERAT IO~J~1~ D UR{{f ION OF' DREDGING M~D 
EST n~lATED COST I!o 

3 .. CONT INUOUS OPERAl' ION OF DONG WI PORT FflCIL 11' US AT 
~fAXmiJ~l CAP!~Cn:Y Of I~XTRENE WPOfrUiNOE H~ f\CCOMPLISHtf;ENT 
OF DYE MARKER ~)ND G:UANG TRI PROJECTS., ANY DEGRADATION OF THIS 
':)LREADY r,gN IMf.lL CM:;PiBILITY ltrILL SER IOllSL Y JEOP~IRD IZE THE 
SUCCESS OF TF.ESE HIGHL'{ U1PORTMn PRO,JEers .. I DESIRE 
THf~T YOUSE FULLY {il/}ARE OF THE URGENCY OF' THIS PROBLEi~ 
SINGE IT IS CR IT lCAL TO MY FUTURE OPEHAT IONS {UJD l;j lU. 
BE ON THE ~\GENDA TO BE DISCUSSED l~ITH GEN I;;ESlf'lORELM~D 
DUH ING TONNORFlm4' S CONFERENCE frf III i1{~F HE!~D~UMnEli5., 
v}AfH1 REGARDS$ 
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1. THE CUA VIET CHANNEL ON THE MOUTH OF THE SONG THACH HAN
PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN SUPPORT OF DYE MARKER OPERATIONS AND
THE PLANNED QUANG TRI ALTERNATE AIRFIELD SINCE THE MAJORITY
OF MATERIALS IN SUPPORT OF THESE OPERATIONS MUST PASS
THROUGH THIS CHANNEL FOR OFF-LOADING AT DONG HA. CONSIDERA-
BLE DIFFICULTY HAS BEEN EXPERIENCED DURING PREVIOUS MONSOON
DREDGING OPERATIONS IN THAT THE CHANNEL SILTED UP AS FAST AS
DREDGED OUT. SIMILAR DIFFICULTIES ARE ANTICIPATED THIS
MONSOON SEASON.
2. BY REF As OICC RVN VOLUNTEERED TO DEVELOP PROGRAM FOR
ADVANCE PLANNING OF DREDGING REQUIREMENTS. BY REF B,

PAGE 2 RUNSAK 1063 A EXCLUSIVE
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE WAS REQUESTED OF 0ICC RVN AS TO TOTAL
REQUIREMENTS FOR DREDGING, EXPECTED TIME DREDGE WILL BE
NEEDED TO COMMENCE OPERATIONS, DURATION OF DREDGING AND
ESTIMATED COST.
3. CONTINUOUS OPERATION OF DONG HA PORT FACILITIES AT
MAXIMUM CAPACITY OF EXTREME IMPORTANCE IN ACCOMPLISHMENT
OF DYE MARKER AND QUANG TRI PROJECTS. ANY DEGRADATION OF THIS
ALREADY MINIMAL CAPABILITY WILL SERIOUSLY JEOPARDIZE THE
SUCCESS OF THESE HIGHLY IMPORTANT PROJECTS. I DESIRE
THAT YOU BE FULLY AWARE OF THE URGENCY OF THIS PROBLEM
SINCE IT IS CRITICAL TO MY FUTURE OPERATIONS AND WILL
BE ON THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED WITH GEN WESTMORELAND
DURING TOMMORROW'S CONFERENCE AT III MAF HEAD&UARTERS.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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I WAS VERY IMPRESSED WITH THE ENERGY AND THOUGHT THAT 
YOU AND YOUR STAFF ARE GIVING TO THE ALTERNATE PLAN DURING 
MY VISIT. I WAS ALSO IMPRESSED WITH THE MAGNITUDE OF THE 
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS WHICH FACE ALL OF US. 

IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT IT MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IF WE 
WERE TO SEND A SMALL TEAM OF MACV STAFF OFFICERS (PROBABLY 
J-3, J-4, AND CONSTUCTION) TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS IN THE VERY 
NEAR FUTURE TO ENABLE EACH OF US TO STAY AHEAD OF THE POWER 
CURVE. THIS TEAM COULD ASSIST YOUR STAFF BY PROVIDING 
INFORMATION AS TO WHAT THE CAPABILITIES ARE FROM THIS END. 
IN ADDITION~ THEY COULD BE WELL READ INTO YOUR THINKING IN 
ORDER TO ASSIST GENERAL WESTMORELAND IN ARRIVING AT A TIMELY 
DECISION ONCE YOUR PLAN ARRIVES HERE. 

IF YOU CONCUR, I SUGGEST YOU LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU THINK 
YOUR PLANS WILL BE SUFFICIENTLY FAR ADVANCED FOR THE GROUP 
TO BE OF ASSISTANCE AND I WILL DISPATCH THEM IMMEDIATELY. 

WARM REGARDS. 

NOTE: DELIVER OPENING DUTY HOURS 
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I WAS VERY IMPRESSED WITH THE ENERGY AND THOUGHT THAT
YOU AND YOUR STAFF ARE GIVING TO THE ALTERNATE PLAN DURING
MY VISIT. I WAS ALSO IMPRESSED WITH THE MAGNITUDE OF THE
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS WHICH FACE ALL OF US.

IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT IT MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IF WE
WERE TO SEND A SMALL TEAM OF MACV STAFF OFFICERS (PROBABLY
J-3, J-4, AND CONSTUCTION) TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS IN THE VERY
NEAR FUTURE TO ENABLE EACH OF US TO STAY AHEAD OF THE POWER
CURVE. THIS TEAM COULD ASSIST YOUR STAFF BY PROVIDING
INFORMATION AS TO WHAT THE CAPABILITIES ARE FROM THIS END.
IN ADDITION, THEY COULD BE WELL READ INTO YOUR THINKING IN
ORDER TO ASSIST GENERAL WESTMORELAND IN ARRIVING AT A TIMELY
DECISION ONCE YOUR PLAN ARRIVES HERE.

IF YOU CONCUR, I SUGGEST YOU LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU THINK
YOUR PLANS WILL BE SUFFICIENTLY FAR ADVANCED FOR THE GROUP
TO BE OF ASSISTANCE AND I WILL DISPATCH THEM IMMEDIATELY.

WARM REGARDS.
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A SMALL TEAM OF MACV STAFF OFFICERS TO ADVISE MY PLANNING STAFF ON
MACV CAPABILITIES AND TO CONVEY OUR THINKING TO GEN WESTMORELAND AS
HE REVIEWS OUR PLAN SHOULD PROVE MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL.
RECOMMEND 12 SEPTEMBER AS ARRIVAL DATE. PLEASE ADVISE NAMES, GRADES
AND ARRIVAL TIME OF TEAM. BEST REGARDS.
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~" 1 ~ THE smJG CAU DO BRIDGE ON RVt~ NA'r tONAL RYE 1A APPROX THREE 
/~KM SOUTH OF DANMJG AS WAS DAI13AGED BY ENENY ACTION AND IS UN USitBLE .. 
~ BR IDGE PIER DESTROYED AND END OF !\~O SPANS DROPPED INTO RIVER 
~~ S!MILARTO DAMAGE INCURRED AT NAM O. tHIS BRIDGE IS A VITAL ARTERIAL 
~~ L INK BE ING USED AS T HE NORTH SOUl H t4SR THROUGH OANANG TO NA HiTA IN 
% 1 ACT leAL AND LOGIST ICAl SUPPORT OF II! MAF, RP EFFORT AND ASSIS'f 
% H~ IHE RESTORAT !O(~ OF THE NAT IONAL ECONOMY. OF RVN. A FLOATING' .; , 
~ BR IDGE HAS BEIHJ INSTALLED BUT CANNOT BE COUNTED ON to REMI\ IN 
~ D UR HJG THE fl'lONSOON SEASON. . . 
/~ 2e tHE REPAIR OF THIS BRIDGE IS BEYOND THE AVAILABLE CAPABILITY 
~ OF IflY FORCE ENGINEERS AND SUPPORTING CIt UNITS, HOWEVER, TIi!;: OIce 
~ CONTRACTOR HAS DETERM WED HE. HAS THE· CAPASILlT Y TO REPA Iii 

~ 
~ % 
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% 
% % % 

PAGE T\~O RUMSAK 0307 CON F 1 D EN T I A~L;SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
BR lOGE AND EST IrMTES IT WILL TAitE APPROXFOUR MONTHS INCL UDING 
ONE MONTH DESI'GN AFTER DECISION AND AlI'TH OICC TO IN IT lATE 
DESIGN'AND"PLANN ING. EST IMATED COST B'Y CONTRACTOR, AS REPORtED 
REf A, 3'~l,.THOU. ," ,r 't .. 

3. IN KEEPING WITH YOUR ANNOUNCED 'POLICY CONtAINED REF B THAT 
ALL BRIDGES DAMAGED OR DESTROYED AL.O~JG PRINCIPAL L.OC"S AND 
ALTERNATE ROUTES BE REPAIRED OR REPLACED AS, EXPEDlT 10 US} .. Y AS 
POSSI~_EI YOUR ASSISTANCE IS RE~UESrED IN OBtAINING NECESSARY 
FUNDS EARLIEST. I Aft) PRESENTL Y STRAPPED Oil MILITARY CONSTRUCT ION 
EFFORT ANDCOMSIDER THE REPAIRS MUST BE A CONTRACTOR PROJEct. 
COfdTRACTOR HAS STATED THAT HE' CAN START'(}t~ 1 OCT. 
4 ~ YOUR ASSISTANCE IS OBTAIN ING FUND lNG EARL lEST IS REQUESTED D 

\vARM REGARDS., '". ;i, 
GP"4 ,. 
BT , .. -
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1. THE SONG CAU DO BRIDGE ON RVN NATIONAL RTE 1A APPROX THREE
KM SOUTH OF DANANG AB WAS DAMAGED BY ENEMY ACTION AND IS UN USABLE.
BRIDGE PIER DESTROYED AND END OF TWO SPANS DROPPED INTO RIVER
SIMILAR TO DAMAGE INCURRED AT NAM 0. THIS BRIDGE IS A VITAL ARTERIAL
LINK BEING USED AS THE NORTH SOUTH MSR THROUGH DANANG TO MAINTAIN
TACTICAL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT OF III MAF, RD EFFORT AND ASSIST
IN THE RESTORATION OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY OF RVN. A FLOATING
BRIDGE HAS BEEN INSTALLED BUT CANNOT BE COUNTED ON TO REMAIN
DURING THE MONSOON SEASON.
2. THE REPAIR OF THIS BRIDGE IS BE YOND THE AVAILABLE CAPABILITY
OF MY FORCE ENGINEERS AND SUPPORTING CB- UNITS, HOWEVER, THE OICC
CONTRACTOR HAS DETERMINED HE HAS THE CAPABILITY TO REPAIR

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 0307CONFIDENIIAL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
BRIDGE AND ESTIMATES IT WILL TAKE APPROX FOUR MONTHS INCLUDING
ONE MONTH DESIGN AFTER DECISION AND AUTH OICC TO INITIATE
DESIGN AND PLANNING. ESTIMATED COST BY CONTRACTOR, AS REPORTED
REF A, 350 THOU.
3. IN KEEPING WITH YOUR ANNOUNCED POLICY CONTAINED REF B THAT
ALL BRIDGES DAMAGED OR DESTROYED ALONG PRINCIPAL LOC 'S AND
ALTERNATE ROUTES BE REPAIRED OR REPLACED AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS
POSSIBLE, YOUR ASSISTANCE IS REQUESTED IN OBTAINING NECESSARY
FUNDS EARLIEST. I AM PRESENTLY STRAPPED ON MILITARY CONSTRUCT ION
EFFORT AND CONSIDER THE REPAIRS MUST BE A CONTRACTOR PROJECT.
CONTRACTOR HAS STATED THAT HE CAN START ON 1 OCT.
4. YOUR ASSISTANCE IS OBTAINING FUNDING EARLIEST IS REQUESTED.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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