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1. DECISION HAS BEEN REACHED TO DEPLOY FIRST AIRCAVDIV(MINUS)

T0 1 CORPS, FORCE WiLL BE SEVEN BATTALJONS PLUS AIRCAV SQUADROW
CRGANIZED IN THREE BRIGADES. THIS WILL FREE.TWO MARINE BNS AT

ONCE TO MOVE NORTH AtD ATTACK ENEMY I®.QUANG TRI AREA, PLUS SLF

NOW IN AFLOAT RESERVE. THESE ARE ALL THAT CAM BE SUPPORTED
LOGISTICALLY FOR IMMEDIATE FUTURE. AIRCAV WILL ATTACK SECOND WA
DIV AND V.25 BN. L9STH BDE WILL ALSO ASRIVE DURING THIS TIME
'FRAME BUT 1/12% WILL NMOVE SOUTH, AT THAT POINT FURTHER DEPLOYMENT
AND ATTACK POSSIBILITIES OPEN UP AND-LOGISTIC CAPABILITIES SHOULD
HAVE IMPROVED UP NORTH WITH COMFLETION OF .QUANG TRI A/F,

2, WE SHALL CONTINUE TO PRESS TO LIWIE‘?RLSEWT AND FUTURE ADVANTAGE
OVER ENEMY.

3, YARM REGARDS.
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FOR GENY YESTMORELAND UPGH HIS RETURN ROFORN

REDEPLOYMENT OF 2D ROKFHC ST | |
///’ 1. PURSUANT TO OUR CORVERSATION VESTEROAY, I RECOMMEND THAT THE
///’ ROKMC BDE BE REDEPLOYED AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE TO THE DANANG TAOR.
THIS WOULD SIMPLIFY GUR LOGISTIC AHD "HELICOFTER SUPPORT OF THE BDE
AND WOULD EWABLE US TO ASSIGH CONTIGUOYUS AREAS TO THE AMERICAL AMD
,//’ ‘AIR CAV THUS SIMPLIFYING LOGISTIC AN ‘OPERATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS Of
/ THAT SCORE ALSO. DR
/,/’ 2, 1 YOULD ENVISION THE ROK BDE MOVING INIO A TAOR 1N THE SOUTH-
///’ EASTERN PORTION OF THE DANANG TAOR CURRERTLY OCCUPIED BY IST MAR AR
‘;‘; SOON BY THE STH MAR. OTHERWISE, IT APREARS THAT WHEM THE 198TH BDE

/ ARRIVES 1 WILL HAVE TO DEPLOY AN AMERICAL BDE.INTO THAT AREA IN ORDER//

M\

TO SHIFT ADDITIONAL MARINE FORCES WORTH AS YOU INDIGATED.
3, 1IN THE EVENT IT IS5 NOT FEASIBLE TO REDEPLOY ROKNC BDE IN INMMEDIAY :
FUTURE, IT WOULD BE VERY USEFUL IF A DEFINITE COMMITRENT COULD BE

5”; PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2827 S E C R E T EXCLUSIVE
’,// OBTAINED TO EFFECT REDEPLOYWMENT AT AN EGRLY DATE. THIS WILL
,//’ FACILITATE PLANNING FOR DEPLOYMENTS OF-OTHER: UNITS,
4, 1 HAVE NOT TALKED WITH GEN KIW ABOUT THIS FROPGSED NMOVE auD WILL
/ NOT UNTIL I HEAR FURTHER FROM YOU. - ~
/ . GP-4 . | .
/ B‘I‘ .
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BT

UNCLAS SPEGAT EXCLUaIVE FOR BGEN METZGER FROM -

BGERN OWENS - -

{¢- REQUEST YOUR REACTL“N AND COWMENT ON IHE FOLL OW ING NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE QUOTE . : _ ‘ '
“RAIN AND HOSTILITY"

GIO LINH GETS A-JOB IT WASN®T BUILT FOR BY ORR KELLY STAR STAFF URIAER
GIO LINH-THIS FURTHEST OUTPOST OF AMERIECAN MIL ITARY INFLUENCE .

IN SOUTH VIETNAM 1S A BATTERED ISLAND- OF STICKY RED MUD SURROUNDED
BY A SEA. OF BOILING HOSTILITY, ‘
1TS POORLY CONSTRUCIED BUNKERS ARE CGLLAPSING UNDER AHE IMPACT

OF. TORRENT IAL RAINS AND HEAVY GUNFIRE FROM THE NORTH.
" THE RAINS HAVE. CUT THE.OHE ROAD LEADING TO THE SOUTH. BUT EVEN WHER
"THE ROAD WAS OPEN CONVOYS WERE WINED AND AMBUSHED REGULARLY ON THE
SEVEN KILOMETER- DASH TO THE AIRBASE AT, DONG. HA.

WHEN THE ROAD WAa OPEN THE MARINES, ARMY ARIILLERYWEN AND NAVY GUN

PAGE TWO RUNSAK 2810 UWCLAD EXCLUDIVE : '
SPOITERS SIAT IONED HERE USUALLY GOT TwO HOT MEALS A DAYo NOW THEY
ARE ON C RATIONS, THERE 1S A WELL THAT 'PROVIDES A GOOD. SUPPLY OF
DRINKABLE WATER. BUT THE PUMP WAS DROWNED OUT BY THE RAINS, NOW, THERE
IS LITTLE WATER TO DRINK AND -NONE TO 3yPPLY THE BEST SHOWERS Id ‘
SOUTH VIETNAM, GIO-LINH IS LOCATED ON HILL 46 (46 METERS ABOVE. SEa
LEVEL) , ABOUT 2,988 METERS FROM THE DEMILITARIZED ZOWEs IT IS THE NEXT
HILL EA:I oF CON THIEN, THE OUTPOST :FIVE MILES AWAY THAT HAS BECOME
THE FAVORITE TARGET OF COMMUNIST ARTILLERY E0PLACED IN THE DMZ. - - °

. UNTIL A LITTLE .OVER A YEAR AGO, THE DMZ WAS ONE OF THE MOST PEACEFUL
SECTORS OF THE WAR., VISITORS COULD DRIVE SAFELY UP TO FREEDOM '
BRIDGE OVER THE BEN HAI RIVER AND PEER INTO NORTH VIETNAMN.
BUT MOW, MUCH OF THE ENEMY MILITARY EFFORT IS CENTERED KERE,: WITH TWo
"DIVISIONS AND ELEMENTS OF ‘4 THIRD OPERfTIVG I8 THE VICINITY, I
RECENT MONTHS, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE MOVED HEAVY ARIILLERY9 AN
ESTIMATED 108 TUBES, INTO THEIR HaLF OF THE DMZ AND MIDDEN THEM 50
SKILLFULLY THAT A STEADY POUNDING -8Y PLANES, ARTILLERY AND. NAVAL GUN-
FIRE MAS FAILED TO SILEHCE THEY. GEO-LINH, CON THIEN,; CAMP CARROLL
AND THE OTHER MARIME OUTPOSTS HERE ALONG THE DMZ WERE HEVER DESIGNED
TO TAKE THE KIMD OF PUNISHMENT THEY HAVE BEEN RECEIVING SINCE THE
NORTH VIETWAMESE MOVED IN THEIR HEAVY BUNS. THE bUKEHS PUT TOGETHER BY .
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THE TROOPS SIATIONED HERE SINCE THE -SHELL ING BEGAN ARE MADE OF SA ND=

'BAGS FILLED WITH THE HEAVY RED CLAY THAT COVERS THE HILLs A FEY

TIMBERS HAVE BEEN USED TO SHORE UP A COUPLE OF THE BUNKERSg BUT MOST
ARE MADE OF WOTHING MORE SUBSTANTIAL IHAN DIRT=-8AGS AND THE LUMBER
FROM AMMUNITION CRATES, THE MARINES SAY THE REAL MONSOON WEATHER HAS

 #0T YET ARRIVED. B8UT A TROPICAL STORM:PELTED GIO LINH FOR FIVE |

STRAIGHT DAYS SHORTLY BEFORE OQUR VISIT, FILLING MANY OF THF BUNKERS AND

ALL OF THE FOXHMOLES WITH WATER. MANY- BUNKER: ‘COLLAPSED UMDER THE.

WEIGHT OF THE SODDED sAGS OF DIRT THAT WERE® SUPPOSED TO PROVIDE
"PROTECTION, MARINES HERE SAID THAT IF GIO LIMK IS TO SE HELD, PRE=

FABRICATED CONCRETE BUNKERS SHOULD BE DROPPED INTO POSITION BY HELI-
COPTER AND SEABEES SHOULD BE SENT IN-TO DO .4 PROPER EWNGINEERING JOB OF
STRENGTHENING THE POSITION, IF THE ARNY, WHICH THE MARINES FELT HAS
MORE MONEY. AND THINKS BIGGER, WERE RUNMNING THE SHOW HERE; THIS ALREADY
WOULD HAVE BEEN DON,. SAID THE MARINESs 3UT ONLY TWO DAYS BEFORE,

LT. GEN. ROBERT ‘E. CUQHMAN ‘JRoy -COMMANDER OF THE [11 MARINE

AMPHIBIOUS FORCE, SAID DURING AW INTERVIEW IN DANANG, "1 THINK I°VE
DONE ABOUT ALL- I CAV THINK OF TQ CUT DOWN CAbUALTIE: UP THERE." HE
SAID, . R

SHIPS OFFSHORE

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2815 UNCLAS EXGLUSIVE
LOOKING OFF TO THE EAST, THE LAND. SLOPES DOWﬁ FROM GIO LINH TO &
RIVER RUNNING HORTH AND SOUTH, THEN TO SUSMERGED RICE PADDIES,

T0.A WIDE ‘STRIP OF SAND DUNES AND THE SOUTH CHINA SEA.
OFFSHORE ‘LAY ELEMENTS OF A FLEET OF -SHIPS THAT HAD PUT A MAR I NE

- LANDING PARTY OF ABOUT 1,002 MEN ASHORE TO SWEEP THE AREA BETWEEN 610

LINH AND THE SEAs “THAT'S THE: BARRIER:™ SAID CAPT. MICHAEL .Eo RICH,
27, OF MOMNTEREY PARK, CALIF, COMMANDER "OF FOX COo, STH ‘
BATTALIONo oND MARINES, WHOSE J05-1T IS TO PROTECT GIO L I8 FROM

ENEMY ASSAULT. HE PGINIED 70 A WIDE CLEARED STRIP STRETCHING OUT ON

BOTH SIDES OF GIO LINH, 642 METERS WIDE AND 1@,2@82 METERS LONG,

.THE BARRIER 1S SUPPOSED TO BE EXTENDED AND FIlLED Oul WITH EVERYe

THING FROM BARBED WIRE TO HIGHLY SOPHIST ICATED DEVICES 10 PREVEWNT
INFILTRATION ACROSS THE BORDER., ATIP & WOODEN TWOER, SLIGHILY ASKEW
BECAUSE OF A NEAR MISS Y. AN ARTILLERY 'SHELL, A FIRE CONTROL TEAMN
WAS DIRECTING THE FIRING OF DESTROYERS 'OFFSHORE. EACH DAY, CUSHMAN
HAD SAID, THE. SHIPS POUR:/ IN ABOUT 1@3 ROUNDS, ARMY AND MARINE

ART ILLERY FIRES 6,280 ROUNDS, FIGHTER@BOMBERS DROP 334 TONS OF
B0MBS AND THERE Ia AN AVERAGE OF AT LEAST .ONE MASS BOMBING BY

B~525 FLYING OUT. OF THAILAND OR GUAM. - .

RICH*S MEN DIVIDE THEIR TIME BETWEEN-REBUILDING BUNKERS, -

| L] vy, kil o 5
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, PROVIDING PERI%VTER SECURITY FOR GIO L INH AND NIGHTTI&E AMBUSHES AND

ARTOL S, THE ROLS ARE AGGRESSIVE, BUT CAUTIOUS. RICH DOESN'T
WANT ANYONE TO GET INTO TROUBLE THatwouLp REQUIRE STRONG RE= .

' INFORCEMENTS, THUS CUTTING DOWN ON TME FORCE LEFT BEMIND. T0 PROTECT
GI0 LINH, FIRST LT, DENNLS ZOERB OF -NEDLICK, ME,, LEADER OF ONE OF
'RICH'S THREE PLATOONS, TOLD HOW HE HAS-GOTTEMN INTO THAT KIND:

_OF TROUBLE SHORTLY AFTER THE COMPANY ARRIVED HERE I8 AUGUST, RICH

SENT THEM OUT ACROSS A RAILROAD TRACK JUST TO THE MORTHWEST OF THE .
HILL AND THERY WERE ALMOST IMMEDIATELY PINNED DOWN BY A SIZEABLE NVA
FORCE, "WE HELD THEM DOWN WITH MORTARS UNTIL WE COULD. PULL BACK INTO
A DEFENSE POSITION. THEM THE SECOND -PLATOON CAME.- OUT WITH TANKS AND

DUSTERS (TRUCK-MOUNTED RECOILLESS REIFLES) 4ND WE PULLED BACK THROUGH

THEM® "HE SAID. RICH AND ZOERB SPOKE -OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WITH

- BOTH RESPECT ‘AND CONTEMPT "THE ONES WE'VE RUN INTO HAVE. UNIFORMS,

HELMETS, FLAK JACKETS, GOOD AUTOMAT IC WEAPONS..oEVEN HAIRCUTS. THEY®RE
HO SKIANY GOOKS RUNNING AROUND .IN BLASK PAJAMAS,” RICH SAID,

BUT THEY ALSO DO SOME-STUFID THINGS, "THEY GO OUT ON PATROL CARRYING
FLASHL IGHTS,” RICH 541D, “IF 1 EVER CATCH ANY OF MY PATROLS .
CARRYING FLASHLIGHYS I°LL KILL °EM.-

'THE ARUN (ARMY. OF THE REPU&LIC OF VIETNAM) LIAISON MAN SATD HE IHOUGHI

PO

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 2813 UNCLA: EXCLUSIVE -~

- THEY WERE AFRAID OF SNAKES.™ BOTHE THE MEN INIERVIFUED ON HILL 46 AND

THE GENERAL S WHO DISCUSSED THE WAR 1IN DA NANG AND SAIGON FEEL THAT
GI0 LINH, CON THIEN AND THE OTHER MARINE POSTS ALONG THE DMZ ARE INP-

ORTANT MILITARY POSITIONS THAT CAN AND SHOULD BE HELD.

BUT IT WOULD BE A MISTAKE TGO THINK QF THEM AS SOME KINDFOF FRONT LENEe
" INSTEAD, THEY ARE MORE LIKE THE FOINTS WHERE THE WIRES INIERSECT in -
A SIEVE, FROM THESE STRONG POINTS, IT :IS POSSIBLE TO HURT . THE =

NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY WHEMEVER IT TRIES TO MASS TROOPS -ACRQSS THE
DHZ AND IT IS POSSIBLE TO HARASS AND. IMPEDE THE FLOW OF SUPPLIES AND
MEN INTO THE SOUTHe. BUT ALL DAY, THE MARINES SAID, THEY CARN

SEE MEN STREAMING DOWN ALONG THE RIVER, JST TO lHE EAST. PRESUNABLEYQ .

THIS GOES ON AT NIGHI, TOO, AT AN ACGELERATED PACE. THEY CAN CALL

LI ARTILLFBY BUT, WITH THE BEST OF ‘LUCK, THEY ARE ONLY LIKELY TO

HIT ONE OR IUO VENa ONE MARINE POINTED DONN fOWARD THE RIVER AND OTF

16 THE SEA..

“IT S A bUPER HIGHWAY DOWN THnRE el Hm SAID.

' BT_”'
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TO CG FMFPAC
‘BT A :
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL KRULAK FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
A. YOUR 2623457 SEP67
lo THINGS ARE FAIRLY TENSE IN SAIGON AMD T SUGGEST THAT WE BE
CAREFUL T0 AVOID ANY INDICATION THAT I AM FeEDING ANYTHING INTO -
YOUR HEADQUARTERS OTHER THAN THAT WHICH I WOULD NORMAL.Y o0 Iw inn
WAY OF REPORTING AND DlSCUSSING THE COMMON PROBLEMS OF MAINTAINING
MARINE FORCES IN III MAF,
2, WITH RESPECT TO PARAGRAPH 5 OF REF (A), I WOULD OFFER T0
COMMENTS WHICH MAY BE OF USE IN BUTTRESSING OUR CASE: '
Ao WITHIN THE LIMIT CF FORCES THAT COULD BE MADE AVAILABLEg WE
- HAVE CONDUCTED AN ACTIVE DEFENSE IN THe DMZ AREA.. HICKORY- LAM SON
54-BEAU CHARGER ARE REMARKABLE EXAMPLES OF IMAGINATIVE OFFENSIVE
OPS AND DOMNE WITH SIZEABLE FORCES, WE HAVE, FOR REASONS WELL KNOWN
T0 ALL, NOT BE&N ABLE T0 MAINTAIN THAT HIGH A CONCENTRATION OF
FORCES ON AN ﬁCTIVE BASIS IN THL b&NhRAL ARtAo NEVERTHELESS, WE HAVEQ

\*& “

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

HAS BER SFNT

3

PAGE rwo RUMSAK 2655 SECRET EXLLUSIVE mc£o
IN A WHOLE SERIES OF ACTIONS DOWN TO THIS VERY DAY, BEEN MANEUVERING
OUR MOBILE FORCES. ALL UNITS OPERATING IN THE VICINITY OF COW

THIEN HAVE MAINTAINED VIGROUS PLATOON AND COMPANY SIZE PARTOLS
WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS OF OPERATIONS, THESE HAVE CONTINUED
ON A DAILY BASIS, INTERSPERSED WITH BATTALION OR LARGER OPERATIONS,
WHICH I WILL SUMMARIZE BELOW. AS A GENERAL RULE, THROUGHOUT THE
SUMMER WE HAVE MAINTAINED GNLY GNE COMPANY IN CON THIEN PROPER,
WITH THE OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE CON THIEN BATTALION OPERATING
DUISIDE THE POSITION, ONLY IN RECENT DAYS, BECAUSE OF THE INe
CREASED THREAT IN THAT AREA, HAVE WE °ULLED THE BULK OF A BATTALION
TO. THE FORTIFIED AREA- OF CON THIEN,

THE OPERATIONS OF LARGER SIZE THAT HAVE. CHARACTERIZED OUR TACT 1CS
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 14~16 JULY = HICKORY JII - 5 BATTALION S&D
OPERATION SOUTH OF THE GIO LINH - COMN THIEN LINE; 20-21 JULY =
BATTAL 10N S&D OPERATION NORTH AND WEST OF CON THIEN TO THE DMZs
2g-30 JULY - 1 BATTALION S&D OPLRATION IN THE DMZ TO THE BIEN
"HAI RIVER WITH | BATTALION ASSISTING SOUTH OF DMZ AND NORTHWEST
OF CON THIEM; 3-6 AUGUST = |§ BATTAL ION 'S&D OPERATION NORTIH AND
WEST OF CON THIEN TG DMZg 14=19 AUGUST - 1 BATTALION SEARCH. AND
DESTROY OPERATION EAST OF HIGHwAY 56! AND NORIHLAST OF CAM LOs
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5g-25 AUGUST = | BATTALION SeD OPERATION EAST OF CON THIEN AND

SOUTH OF TRACEs 18~-14 SEPTEMBER = | BATTALION S5&D OPERATIOm wrSl
OF HIGHWAY 5613 15 SEPT&MoiR - 1 oalTauivn S&D OPERATION EAST OF
HIGHJAY 561 WITH 1 BATTALION SWEEPING SOUTH ALONG WEST SIDE 561

' 21 SEPTIEMBER. = ALL EATTALIONS IN THE VICINITY
OF THE GENERAL CON THIEN AREA CONDUCTING SWEEPS WITHIN RESPECT IVE
AREAS OF OPERATION; 27 SEPIEMBER - A MULT I- BATTALION S&D OPERATION
WITH ONE BATTALION MOVING EAST OF HIGHWAY 56l IN THE GERNRAL
DIRECT ION OF CON THIEN., THIS LATTER OPERATION CONTINUES TODAY.
Ba THE SECOND COMMENT RELATES TO THE QULSTIONS THE ARMY 1S RAISING

THAT IT HAS OVERLAPPING FANS WHICH ENABLE OUR UNITS TO MOVE WITH
CONT INUOUS ARTILLERY SUPPORT. IN ADDITION WHEN W
IN WHICH THE FANS FROM THE MORE PERMANENT POSITIONS DO NOT COVER
AN OPERATION, WE MOVE THE ART ILLERY. -THIS 1S DONE FREQUENTLY,
ESPECIALLY IN THE AREA CAM LO-'IiCA LU = KHE SANH, IT GOES WwITHOUT
SAYING, OF COURSE, THAT IN THE DRY SEASON IT IS MUCH SIMPLER 10
MOVE ARTILLERY THAN IT IS DURING THE MONSOON, NEVERTHELESS, WE
CAN AND DO MOVE IT BOTH BY HELICOPT£R AND BY SURFACE MEANS.

FOR A LONG PERIOD THE ENEMY WAS DOING ALL OF HIS FIRING AT NIGHT.

;ﬁ%@ ggggﬁgggfgﬁB%g5% STE CRET EXCLUSIVE MCEO
_ ZCAME TOO COSTLY FOR WIM BECAUSE WE COULD LOCATE AND
BRING HIS ARTILLERY UNDER FIRE FROM THE .VISIBLE FLASH. HE HAS SINCE
CHANGED HIS TACTICS AND WITHIN THe PAST COUPLE OF MONTHS MOST OF
gés ROUNDS HAVE BEEN FIRED DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS. HOWEVER, DURING THE
GIgIon HE WAS FIRING MAINLY AT NIGHT, WE MOVED WEAPONS OUT OF THE
MOVIhémgHggsgzégnlg;gagn§ggggwgda?n PUT THEM IN ALTERNATE POSITIONS,
SITIONS ON A RANDOM TIME B
AS WE SAW FIT, THESE WERE PRIMARILY THe HE TalE
o SE W | HEAVIER TUBES. E
pes v o s St o b 25 e o Lk e,
_ WARD DON s g
ggxglggfginﬁzngngzrzoan INFANTRY ASSBIS TO PRngg% ?gg Séﬁégﬁi
iE FINALLY A POIS% DECISION TO PULL THEM BACK INTO DONG HA PROPER
LoD ALSO P OUT THAT WE HAVE. SUFFERED SERIOUS DAMA e
o3 ART ILLERY PIECES IN THE .DMZ AREA SINCE THE Béeﬁﬁmiﬁc
ONE FURTHER THOUGHT = TH ' A —
: = THE ARMY*'S ST ‘ '
HIS ARTILLERY AROUND WHILE ouas;sfrgTEQEggséggfgsT¥§ iNEQEL¥$UING
‘ ONE .,

THE ENEMY H - »
ggVEMEerwoggHNgFQ;gg g?Engglﬁggggq.FgRCEs TO COWTEST HIS ARTY
AAKE W 1L RIVER. ON Trie N q
JE AKE VITH ARTILLERY MUST OF NECESSITY CARRY A SIDEAGLE® 1aFsbone™?
; RY
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SECURITY UNIT WITH IT. TO THE EXTENT THAT WE FRAGMENT OUR INFANTRY
ASSETS TO PROTECT ARTILLERY, TO THAT EXTENT WE REDUCE OUR MANEUVER
FLEXIBILITY, ( I FEEL, BY THE WAY, THAT THE ENEMY IS PROBABLY

NOT MOVING HIS ARTILLERY AS MUCH AS HE WAS, SIMPLY BECAUSE OF THE
VERY HEAVY RAINS THAT HAVE OCCURRED THROUGHOUT THIS AREA.)

3o I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO TAKE A LOOK AT CASUALTIES
FOR THE FIRST AND THIRD MARINE DIVISIONS OVER THE PAST 9 MONTHS,

MY TOTALS UP THROUGH 23 SEPTEMBER INDI@&TL FOR JUNE, JULY, AUGUST,
AND SEPTEMBER 484 KILLED AND 3,788 WOUNDED (EVAC) IN THE IST MARDIVg
564 KILLED AND 5,183 WOUNDED (LVAC) IN THE 3RD MARDIV. FOR THE
PERIODS JANUARY THROUGH MAY THE TOTAL FIGURES ARE SOMEWHAT CLOSER,
WITH THE 1ST DIVISION LOSSING 499 KILLED AND 4,473 WOUNDED (EVAC)
AND THE 3RD DIVISION LOSING 662 KILLED AND 480@]WOUND&D (EVAC),

4, LEST ANYONE FORGET THAT THE ENEMY -IS SUFFERING, I THINK IT IS
WNORTH NOTING THAT OUR EXTENSIVE USE. OF -FIRE SUPPORT HAS HAD CON-
SIDERABLE EFFECT SINCE | AUGUST. *IN ADDITION TO THE REPORTED ENEMY
KIA; WHICH YOU HAVE, HEAVY CASUALTIES QPPLAR TO HAVE BEEN INFLICTED
ON THE SBTH REGIMENT, WHICH IS CURRENTLY REPORTED T0 BE 788 PER=-
SONNEL UNDERSTRENGTH. CASUALTIES DU TO ARC LIGKTS, TACTICAL AIR
AND ARTILLERY HAVE BEEN REPORTED 8Y ELEMENTS OF EACH ENEMY REGIMENT

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 2655 SECRET EXCLUSIVE MCEO, '
ALTHOUGH KIA AND WIA TOTALS CANNOT BE ACCURAIELY DETERMINED,

"IN ADDITION, OUR STRIKES HAVE CAUSED MORALE PROBLEMS THAT APPEAR

T0 BE EQUALLY SERIOUS. ARTILLERY AND-TACTICAL AIR HAVE BEEN DESTRUC-
TIVE; HOWEVER, THEIR EFFECT ON MORALE HAS NOT BEEW AS EVIDENT AS
HAS THAT OF THE B-52 STRIKES.

TACTICAL PRESSURE HAS CAUSED THE 29TH REGIMENT TO WITHDRAW FROM

THE DMZ AREA DUE TO CASUALTIES, SICKNKSS, LOW MORALE, AND A GENERAL
SHORTHGE OF SUPPLIES, THE 812TH REGIMENT, AFTER SUSTAINING HEAVY
CASUALTIES IN THE 3-26 CONTACT, HAS REMAINED INACTIVE AND MAY
HAVE WITHDRAWN AS WELL, I THINK ALL OF THIS, PLUS OUR OWN ACTIVE
DEFENSE OF THE AREA, HAS KEPT THe ENENY OFF BALANCE AND HAS DISe
RUPTED HIS LOGISTICS AND DELAYED HIS PLANS TO THE EXTENT THAT HE
HAS BEEN UNABLE TO MOUNT ANY MAJOR GROUND ATTACK, IF THE LATTER IS
HIS INTENTION, WE' CAN HURT HIM A GREAT DEAL WORE IF GIVEN PROPER
FORCES,

5, 1 HOPE THIS IS OF SOME USE TO YOM. ;I WILL REPORT ON MY CONVER-
SATIONS WITH WESTY AFTER OUR CONFERLNCE TOMORROWo WARMEST PERSONAL
REGARDS,

GP=4 ' '
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SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR L'TGEN cusxmaw FROM MGEN NICKERSON
CG FMFPAC FWD NOT ADDEE PASS TO LTGEN CUSHMAN
“TOMUSMACV MSG 2311352 SEP EXCLUSIVE FROM GEM WESTMORELAND IS

RUOTED .

QUOTE 3 -

REFs CG, 111 MAF DTG 21170% SEP (S)

io (S) 1 HAVE EXAMINED THE RECOMMNENDATIONS PROPOSED IN THE REFERENCE

AND AM IN ACCORD WITH YOUR PLAN TO. MOVE THE 5TH MARINES WITH TWO

BATTAL IONS TO THE NORTH AND TO CONCENTRATE THE SLF °S IN THAT SAME AREA
2, (5) AFTER MY VISIT TO THE 3D MARINE DIVISION YESTERDAY, MY OPINION

1S CONFIRMED THAT MANY PROFITABLE TARGETS.EXIST IN THUA THIEN-QUANG TRI
AREA WHICH SHOULD BE HIT BEFORE THE FiLl WEIGHT OF THE NORTHEAST MONSOOW
SETS IN, 1 AM CONCERNED OVER THE INDICATIONS OF AN ENEMY BUILDUP IN BASE
AREA 1@i-HAI LANG FOREST, THIS POSES A DANGEROUS THREAT TO THE LOC TO
QUANT TRI AND TO THE NEW AIRFIELD<.OGISTIC BASE IN THAT AREA .

'3, (5) IT IS MY INTENTION TO RETAIN.'THE. IST OF THE 181ST IN LIl MAF
UNTIL AT LEAST | NOVEMBER, AT WHIOH TIME 'L WILL MAKE A DECISION ON ITS
SUBSEQUENT EMPLOYWENT BASED ON WEATHER, ENEMY THREAT , AND A CONS IDERATION
OF THE OVERALL EMPLOYMENT OF FORCES IN ICIZ ) I THE INTERIN , YOU.SHOULD
MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF ALL AVAILABLE FORCES{IN THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES .
YOUR PLAN TO ADJUST THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN{THE IST MARINE DIVISION AND THE
AMERICAL DIVISION WOULD FACILITATE ‘THESE MOVES, .

4o (S) 1 HAVE ALERTED GENERAL ROSSON JC BE PREPARED TO EXPAND THE
PERSHING AO INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NGAY, LF'REQUERED,

5, (5) YOUR RECOMMEWDATION CONCERWING‘'A ROK ARMY BATTALION 1S BEING
STUDIED BY MY STAFF,

6 (S) IN SUMMARY, I HAVE NO PLANS TG REDUCE THE NUMBER OF TROOPS IN
ICIZ , UPON ARRIVAL OF THE 1S8TH BRIGADE, & DECISION WILL BE WADE 4S TO .
THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST BRIGADE OF THE {01ST. I HEARTILY
ENDORSE YOUR PLAN TO MOVE THREE OF- FOUR. BATTALIONS'NORTH, AND SUGGEST
EARLY INPLEMENTATION, BEST REGARDSs UNQUOTE,

. SUGGEST VE PASS TO SAWE ADDEES AS REF
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TO RUCIJUB/ CAC

g'gmw CG RFPAC

SE CRET SFECAT EXC(LUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE AMD LTGEN KR AKX
FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN ' o !

1 SEMT THE FOLLOWING TO GENERAL WESTMORELAND

2117062 SEP 67 ' : |

M CG TII MAF

'.g;) COMUSMACY

SECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL WESIMOREL AND FROM LT GEN CUSKMAWNe

lo AS YOU KNOW, THE ENEMY THREAT IN ICTZ, AND PART ICULARLY IN THE

DMZ, CONTINUES UNABATED, D URING THE PAST,WEEK TWOQ THINGS MAVE OCCURRED
WHICK ARE OF REAL CONCERW AND WMICH HAVE CASUED ME TO REASSESS THE
ENEMY'S CAPABILITIES, FIRST, THE ENEMY MAS CONVINCINGLY DEMCNSTRATED
THAT. HE CAN MASS HIS SUPPORT ING FIRES,” ON OCCASION HE FIRED OVER

260 ROUMDS OF ARTILLERY IN A VERY FEW MINUIES, CORRD INATED WITH MEAVY
MORTAR FIRE NOT ONLY AGAINST OUR STRONG POINTS BUT 'AGAINST MOBILE

HAS BEEN SFNT

" PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2044 SE CR E T SPECAT BXCLUSIVE

FORCES AS WELL., SECONDLY, THE EARLY AND T ORRENT IAL RAINS HAVE DECREASED
THE EFFECTIVERESS OF AIR SUPPORT AND COUNTER-BATTERY FIRE AS WELL AS
MAKING RE=-SUPFLY AN REINFORCEMENT D ISTURBINGLY SLOW AND DIFFICWT,
EFFECIS OF THESE FACTORS ON INSURING AN ADEQUATE AND ACT IVE DEFENSF

ARE EVIDENT, ' '

2, 1 HAD HOFED THAT WE WOULD BE ABLE 70 HAI\E)P;E THE ENEMY WITH SOMEWHAT

REDUCED FORCES DURING THE NE MONSOON, HOWEVER, I ALWAYS HAD SERIOUS
RESERVAT IONS AND AFTER L ISTEMING TO THE BRIEFING BY YOUR STRATEGIC
STUDY TEAM AM MORE COMVINCED THAN EVER OF THE HIGH RISNS INVOLVED IN.
REDUCING FORCES IN ICTZ AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTUREs WIT¥ MORE THAN

58 FERCENT OF THE ACTIVE COMBAT IN SYN GOING ON IN THIS AREA AND WITH
INTELLIGENCE IWDICATIONS THAT THE ENEMY MAY BE YILLING 70 ACCEFY
INORDINATELY HIGH CASUALT IES TO ACHIEVE L IMITED OBJECTIVES, KE COULD
BE EMBARKED ON A STRATEGY TO GAIN A BARGAINING POSITION AT ALL

COStTS, ' .

8o AS YOU ARE AWARE, I MAVE A VERY LIMITED CAPABRILITY TO REINFORCE
IN THE DMZ AREA ¥WITHOUT UNCOVERING IN VARYING DEGREES OFHER VITAL -
AREAS, AWD WHILE I AM CERTAIN WE WILL EXTRACT A SUBSTANTIAL TOLL IF
THE EWEMY CHOOSES A MORE AGRESSIVE COURSE OF ACTION, I FEEL WE RUM
TOO HIGH A RISK IF RLANS TO SHIFT US ELEMENTS FROM ICTZ TO TACTICAL
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AREAS FURTHER SOUT M ARE EXECUTED, 1IN FACT, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND “THAT
WE AT LEAST CONT INUE THE PRESENT FORCE LEVEL THROUGH THE #ONIMS
INMED IATELY AMEAD, | ' |

4, SPECIFICALLY, I PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING GENERAL D ISPOSITION OF FORCESS
Ao THE AMERECAL DIVISION, WITH 3 BRIGADES (I98TH, 196TH, 3/4TH),

. RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG NGAI, QUANG TIN AND THAT PORT 10N OF QUANG NAM
THAT IWCLUDES THE QUI SONeHIEP DUC VALLEY, THIS WOULD GIVE MINIMUN
BUT ADE QUATE COVERAGE OF THE AREA WHNERE THE 2D KVA DIV HAS CONCENTRAw
TED AN WOULD AT THE SAME T IME FREE TWO BATTALIONS AND A COMMAND GROUP
OF THE STH MARINES TO MOVE NORTH, . T -
B, THE ROK MARINE BDE WOULD REMAIN IN PLACE BUT EXTEND ITS
AREA OF OPNS TO THE TRA KHUC RIVER, AND I WOWD URGE YOUR THOUGHTFUL
CONSIDERAT 10W OF THE ADDITION OF A ROK ARMY BN TO THE MARINE BDE TO
EXPAND ITS CAPABILITY TO OPERATE IN THE QUANG NGAI1 AREA,

Co THE 1ST MAR DIV, WITH 2 AWD 1/3 REGTS WOULD CONFINUE TO BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR GUANG NAM, LESS THAT SMALL PORTION ASSUMED BY THE
AMERICAL DIVe - ‘ A o

Do THE 3D MARDIV WOULD CONT IMUE TO HOLD RESPONSIBILITY FOR THUA THIEW
AND QUANG TRIg BUT TO.TMEIR PRESENT FORCE OF 10 BNS (INCLUDING THE
OKI ROTAT IONAL BN) WOULD BE ADDED THE COMMAND GROUP AND 2 BNS OF THE

\

A}

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2044 S E CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
STHK MARINES, THESE ADD IT IONS, PLUS THE CONT INUING AVAILABILITY OF THE
2 SLF'S WOULD FROVIDE THE MINIMUM FORCE TO COUNIER A SERIOUS ENEMY
ATTACK IN THE DMZ AREA ANXD TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITIES TO
DESTROY EREMY BATTALIONS PIECEMEAL SOUTH OF THE BEW HAI AS THEY OPEN .
T HEMSELVES TO ATTACK , _ '
5. IN ADDITION, I RECOMMEND THAT THE 191ST AIRBORNE BDE REMAIN HERE
AS LONG AS THE WEATHER PERMITS THE KINDS OF OPERAT IONS AT WHICK THEY
ARE SO ADEPT, THEY CAN MAKE INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE AREA
WHERE THEY NOW ARE OPERAT ING AS WELL AS N THE XEY BASE AREAS BOTH
"IN THE NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN SECTORS OF ICTZ. ’ :
6o I REALIZE YOUR FROBLEMS IN D ISTRIBUT ING LIMITED ASSETS THROUGHOUT
SUN BUT 1 SUBMIT THAT THE COMMITMENT OF FORCES LISTED ABWE TO I
CORPS IS THE ONLY PRIDENT COURSE, GIVEN THE REALITIES OF THE SITUATION
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“OTHER THAN THOSE ESSENT IAL TO COMPILE AMD TRANSMIT IT.

"IN WHICH RELIEF IS CONSIDERED APPHOPRIATE PLEASE GIVE THE REASONS
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TO GG THIRD MARDIV .
BT i
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lo IT IS REQUESTED THAT YOU FPROVIDE THID HEADQUARTERS WITH A
CANDID EVALUAT ION OF EACH OF THE VNAF COMMANDERS LISTED BELOW.
IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT SUCH EVALUATIONS .BE ACCOMPLISHED AND
TRANSMITTED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT ITS EXISTENCE IS NOT SUSPECTED
BY ANY VIETNAMESE PERSONNEL , AND IS .NOT KNOWN TO US PERSONNEL

2, CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO 'SYCH MATTERS AS PROFESSIONAL
MILITARY COMPETENCE , INFLUENCE IN THE CIVILIAW COMMUNITY,
REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND FAIR DEALING, GENERAL EFFECTIVENESS,
ETC.

3. EACH COMMANDER SHOULD BE EVALUATED AS° EXCELLENT (E), OR
SATISFACTORY (S), OR SHOULD BE RELIEVED (R)e IN THOSE INSTANCES

WHICH PROVMPTED THIS CONCLUSION,

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2577 SECR E T SPECAYT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEOQ :

4. EVALUATIONS ARE DESIRED BY 4 OCTOBER .ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWING:
1o CG IST ARVN DIVISION
2. CO EACH ARVN REGIMENT IN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN PROVINCES
3. CO EACH ARVN BATTALION INCLUDING SEPARATE BNS E.Go RANGER,

o %IRBORNE, ETC., OPERATING IN SU“H AREA.
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LTGEN CUSHMAY, MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY )

1. IT 1S REQUESTED THAT YOU PROVIDE THIS HEADQUARTERS WITH A
CANDID EVALUATION OF EACH OF THE. VNAF COMMANDERS LISTED BELOW.
IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT SUCH EVALUATIONSsBE ACCOMPLISHED AN
TRAMSMITTED IN SUCH & MANNER THAT 1TS EX1STENCE IS NOT SUSPECTED
BY ANY VIETNAMESE PERSONNEL , AND IS NOT KNOWN TO US PERSONMEL
OTMER THAN THOSE ESSENTIAL TO COMPILE -AND TRAKSMIT IT.

2, CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO SUCH MATTERS AS PROFESSIONAL
MILITARY COMPETENCE, INFLUENCE IN THE ﬂnyLIAM COMMUNITY ,
REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND FAIR DEALING,. GENERAL EFFECTIVENESS
ETC,

3, EACH COMMANDER SHMOULD BE EVALUATED - AS° E£XCELLENT (E), OR
SATISFACTORY (S), OR SHOULD BE RELIEVED .(R). IN THOSE INSTANCES
IN WHICH RELIEF IS CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE, PLEASE GIVE THE
REASONS WHICH PROMPTED THIS CONCLUSIOV.
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PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2576 S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEQ

4o EVALUATIONS ARE DESIRED BY 4 OCTOBER ON EACH OF THE FOLLOWINGS
' I CG 2ND ARVN DIV

2. CO EACY ARVN REGIMENT INCLUDING 5!ST ARVN REGT IN QUANG

NAM AND NORTHERN QUANG TIW FPROVINCES

3, CMDR, QUANG DA SPECIAL ZONE .

4, CO EACH ARVN AND RF BATTAL 10N, INCLUDING SEPARATE BiSe

E.Go RANGER, AIRBORNE, ETC., OPERATI™G IN SUCH AREAS
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/ DE RUMSAK 2575 2700410

N
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ZNY 858SS

/ P 2704172 SEP 67

/ FM CG III MAF Ve BT
/ TO CG AMERICAL DIV /}ﬁ; S IEN BN
/ BT . E s 47 o r -,i“"v';')"’.;‘s’\

%
/ SE CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN XOSTER m&%

LTGEN CUSHMAN. NOFORN
/ l. IT IS5 REQUESTED THAT YOU PROUIDE "THIS HEADQUARTERS WITH A -

A\

CANDID EVALUATION OF EACH OF THE VUNAF COMMANDERS LISTED BELOW.

/ 1T 1S IMPERATIVE THAT SUCH EVALUATIONS HBE ACCOMPLISHED AMD

/ TRANSMITTED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT ITS“EXISTENCE 1S NOT SUSPECTED
BY ANY VIETNAMESE PERSONHNEL , AtD IS NOT" KNOWN TO US PERSONNEL
OTHER THAN THOSE ESSENTIAL TO COMPILE "AND TRANSMIT IT.

/ 2. CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO SUCH MATTERS AS PROFESSIONAL

MILITARY COMPETENCE, INFLUENCE IN THE CIVILIAN COMMUNITY,

/ REPUTATION FOR HONESTY ARD FAIR DEAL TNGQ GERER AL EFFECTIVENESS,

ETC.
/ 3. EACH COMMANDER SHOULD BE EVALUATED AS: EXCELLENT ¢ E), OR
SATISFACTORY (S), OR SHOULD BE RELIEVED (R)e 1IN THOSE INSTANCES
/ IN WHICH RELIEF IS CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE, PLEASE GIVE THE

/ REASONS WHICH PROMPTED THIS CONCLUSIO‘?’,;' :

/ PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2375 S E CR ET NOFORN SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

% 4, EVALUATIONS ARE DESIRED BY 4 OCTOBER "ON EACH OF THE FOLLO&JING% o

e CG 28D ARVN DIV
/ 2, CO EACH ARVN REGIMENT IN QUANG NGAI AND SOUTHER QUANG TIN

g

é

%

/

%

7

7

PROVINCES | | Z
/ 5. €O EACH ARUN BATTALION INCLUDING SEPARATE BNS EoGe RANGER 5. S é
7,

7

7

7

%

%

Z

%

/ AIRBORNE, ETC., OFERATING IN SUCH AREA. p

/ GP -4
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ARD A REPRESERTATIVE FRON THE 3D MARINZ DIVISION PIC WA

Il MAF 2100/1 (REV, 11-66) COPY __LOF 9/ COPIES

(3
Eﬁa 0 Co E'J)FP

CONFI1IDERNTI1I AL SPECAT EX C!U I
KRULAK FRON LIEUTERAWT GENEﬁAL_EJ”thnP
SlbJd s WASHINGTON POST. NEWS ARTICLE OF 24 er?FNBLI L1867
is 1IN ACCORDANCE WITH FACV ARKD 111 mAr yIRRDTIVE S HTE

ERCOURAGED 10 BE CGIVE« TO THE PRESE UP ' ) 1S SRHIOT
"VFiLER' HAVE NO ALTERERATIVE RUT 70 GFQW WfrPVTb‘Sa THE SUsJECT

‘5E5V'“w WAS CIVEN TO TOM CHEATHAN, UPI, Z\ GEN METZGLR OR THE
SENIOR MARINE IN THE AREA AT DONG HA AT APPROXIGATELY 123
SEPTEV“FR 1967, AT CHEATHAN 'S REQUEST , THE IRTERVIEYW WAS
13

IT was ALSO STRESSED 3Y GEMERAL METZGER THAT ALL ME WOULD BRI
WAS THE SPECIFIC ARES INNEDIATELY SOUTH QF TdL DWZ, THAT H?
A5 THE ASSICTART DIVISIOH COMmANDER WITH NO uUhlﬂnU PUwC
ME DESIRED N0 PERoONAL PUsLICITY . AND MAHY STATEMENTS WERE
FECORE o : L '

{"is—«

PAGE THO RUMBAK ?Ahé Co&F IDEGT T AL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
9 THE INTEFRVIEY CENTERED Ok THE QUESTLIONE OF JeCONING EWEMY
IORTAR AND APIELLL}Y TIRE ¢ THE STRERGTH OF EXNEXNY UNITS SOUTH OF
LHv DMZ , AND WHETHER CONTHIEN COULD BE ATTACKED . AV AlA IY"“"
OF THE ARTICLE , bl" COMPARED 70 THE RECORDED IHTERVIEW, PEVEALS

THE FOLLOWIRG FACTS
A, THE HE%DLENE IJ A GHOSS WISREPRESENTATION OF
QUOTE , AS OUTLINER IN THE 00DY OF THE TEXT, WnlCH ‘Tﬁfﬁa WE CANNOT
DESTROY QUOTE EVERYTHING UNGUOTE (REPEAT EVERYIHINGY IN.THE AREA,
IT IS NOTED THAT THIS ALWOSY EXACILY PARALLELS A ¢ OoF BEﬁFdﬁi
WALT IN HIS TALK CGIVEN IN LAKSING, MICHIGAN wHICH UGTEYL 1IN TH
AP AS FOLLOWS ¢ E ARE SHELLED Cbb*iﬂhLLV BY &HZ«M«"“ vlﬁn FROM
MORTH VLET«Q o WALT 2815, wE CAN KNOCK - ‘%& U5 %l T WITH GUR
ARTILLERY ARL ANE obf A LOT OF I% dh ANTY . SOWME OF THEIR GUNS
ARE IN CAUE@ OP UNDER R“UAmm THE ONLY WAJ‘WE D_hb KEQUK THEM ALL
HE
-

i

out Is 10 '”tH°T FROq THE TaAPE THE %U~‘W,& 4U‘€” WAS
THE RICOKD "WE ARE PLLX IHG QURSELYES
WE OARE WIRING 9,CL0 ROURDS OR PV”TIHG

f TE ARF WL TROYING rVAR?LinC@”

SUSJECT ARTICLE THERE IS5 A QUOTE

?Ok WHIOH D,«£”Q5E5 DURRENT ufﬂy ARTILLERY

e e e S

w 3 ey T
AT T mlat
1 P o AW

Gi, EARLY STATED &
IF OWE THIMK THA?
HABSIVE AIRSTRIW

o Ba. I8 THE HI.:,
FROM ¢S, COMna

CONFIDENTIAL

&t

AT I
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PAGE THREE RUMSAXK 2444 € O @ H IDE T I gL SPECAT ZXCLUSIVE
£ND AIR STRIKES KORTH OF THE DhZ . THIS OBVIOUSLY SLARTS THE ART

TO (MAKE IT APPEAR THIS EFFORT 1S BITNG uEPHEClﬁYEDa

C. DURING THE INTERVIEW, CHEATHAM REQUESTRD IRFORMATICH AS 10
ENEMY TROOPS ARGUND COX: 1H¢MJ, iT wWas €& kEr”LLY EXPLAINED TO HIM
THAT ALTHOUGH WRHEFE THE COST wWAS GREAT TO THE ENERY, THEY WERE

APPARENTLY WILLING TO PaAY THE PRICE AND TRAT THEY WERE INFILTRATIHG
ACROSS THE ZIEN HAT RIVER IN GROUPS OF FIVE Ok TEN. COMMENT s THERE
FACING
US SOUTH OF THE RIVER AND WdICH CHEATHAK KNEW OF HAVING BEEN BACK -

15 NO OTHER REASONALLE WAV'TO EAPLAIHN THE ENEMY FORCES WHICH ARE

CROUND SRIEFED oY HIGHER'HEAuQUhniﬂng ML FRON fd15 OWN EXPERIENCE

1T I» NOTED AN ALKOST IDENTICAL STATEMENT I IN THE STARS ﬁNJ ﬁT?iPEﬁ

0F 25 SEPTEMRER 1987,
D, THE ARTICLE MISSTATED THAT GENERAL WETZGER HIRTED THE MVaA

COULD BE EXPECTED TO AETAC‘ COR THIEN . THE AMSWER IN RESPONSE TO THE
C QUESTION WAS THAT 1T WAS POSSIBLE IF THEY WERE WILLING 10 PAY THE

PRICE, COMMENT 2 THE FORECOING HAVE REEY REPEATEDLY STATEDR AY ”VF'
’“UEL OF COMMAND AND ARE COMMON KNOWLEDGE . THERE IS5 NO OTHER WAY

EXPLAIN THE ENENMY'S 02JECTIVES Iy THE ARRA . IT WAS “Qiﬂﬂ THAT TH&
hﬁTIuL QUOTED METZGER Ifi sAYINC THAT THEY WOULD PAY "4 HIGH PRICE
IF THEY ATTRCKED". l' G“LJ HAVE pREN FOOLISH TO COWMPLEIELY WRITE

H

4

DE NT I AL SPECAT EaCLUSIVE

PAGE FOUR R M“AK 2484 C O n ¥ 1
COFF IHU POSSInILITY OF AN ATTACK ANRD WOULD CAUSE 4 CREDITApILITY GF
Uahe MI IEAHY ,0 sE sROUGHT INTO THE CuESTION.
£. THE OST VISLEADING PORTION OF THE ARTICLE ARE THE HEADL INLSQ
iL.EAD PARACGRAPH ARD CAPTIGY UNCER T PICTURE AND THE REATRRARGING AND
CO-IMCLING OF QUOTES FRO« SAICOU AND DOXG rA. A LOGICAL

DEDUCTION 1S THAT THIS WaS DONE oY THE UPI DUREAU, ALL THE FOREGOING

THE

IVACCURACIES ARE TESIGCED TO CO“TG E THE EEADER S0 THAT HE READRS
SELECTED QUOTES IN & SIAZED COUTEXT .

a, [N SUMNARY, 1¥ ACCOLDANCE WITH CURREXT DIRECTIVES, A PRESS
ISTERVIEYW WaS HELD, THREE Meln CUESTIONS WERE hubni”& oY THE

KEPORTER AND THE ANSWERS CIVEN It oRIEF WERK: WL CANNDT LERTROY

-a@FPYrHIhC IK THE AREA GORTH OF THE LMZ oY ARTILLERY AVD Alr. COMMENT
= THiv» HAS pEEW REPEATECLY SAID n& ﬂILIAAr” CQMhFNDEES a5 \FO&& BY
THL CITED QUOTE OF GEHERAL WalT. JLLQvtmxg THAT WE CANHOT COMPLETELY

5TOP MINOR (5 TO 12 MEX) INFILTRATION IF THEY 4CCEPT HICH

'
THIS I5 SELF~EVIDENT 3Y THE EWNEmY STREXGTH SOUTH OF THE DMZ . ARD
THIRDLY , THE QUESTION OF WAETHZRK CON TAIE¥ COULD BE ATTACKED , )
HERE THE ANSWER GIVEN Was A uLaLUQ&?UP OF THE WMUCH €UOTED ENEMY

IP*N(')

[

OoJECTIVES 1IN THE DMZ Qﬁ: THE OUJ L Fﬁ=ﬁLﬂl WAL QUT OF CONTEKT

j

PAGE _2 OF2_PAGES!
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PAGE FIVE RUMBAK
CAND OHLY A PART N0
4 NOTE OF PESSIMISH STRUCK OR ANY INRICATION THAT
EXTREMELY WELL o THE OVERGHELMINGC 3
THE MASSIVE FIRE SUPERIORITY, CURPLET
BETERMINATION AND CALToER OF THE YOURG MARINES WAS STRESSED wnUT
COWITIED 1IN THE ARTICLE . THIo CAN OBLY sE ATTRIDUTED TO ANOTHER
EXAMPLE OF THE PRESS®S SELECTED USE OF QUUTES TO SUPPORT AN
EDITORIAL LINE, WE WUST FACE T FACT TAAT ENENY ARTILLERY IS
17 , THEFE ARL kiEwY FURCLS SGUTH OF THE DNZ, AND
1T 15 POSSIoLE FOR THE E3EMY TO ATTACK CON THIEN Ok ARY OTHER
0f OUR POSITIONS. THI5S HAp nsEEW LIsCUSSED AT EVERY LEVEL OF

THE

SIK RUMSAK
GIVEN ORDERS THAT GENERAL OFFICEKS
TALK TC THE PRESS. THERE IS¢ ALWAYS
BUT IT 15 A RISK WE HAVE TO TAKE ! AFTER LISTENING TU THE
I CONSIDER THAT THE ENTIRE JNTERVIEW Wad FaCTUAL , ROT

DEROGATORY OF OUR EFFORT ANU WELL STATED . THE FAULT LIES
THE PRESS AND NOT GEXERAL METZGER .

DECLASSIFIED
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EXCLUSIVE

INTERVIEW WAS
ARE NOT DOING
LIORITY OF U.5. FORCES
E #IR SUPERIORITY AND THE COURAGE,

5, IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, IT 15 oELIEVED THAT TRE QUOTES OF
CENERAL WETZOER WHEN TAKEN oY TAEMaELVEG, WERE IN CONTEART WITH

PREVIOUS PUBLIC STATEMENTS ARD HEWOLPAPER ARTICLES, FURTHER s UPI HAD
USED A QUOTE WHICH THE RICORDED IWTERVIEZW CLEARLY SHOWE WAS
PUT OFF THE RECORD. I HAVE CAREFULLY REVIEWED THE RECORDED INTERVIEY
~ANp IT REFLECT: COMPLETE 5UPPORT OF OUR OPERATIONS AND HATIONAL

OBJECTIVES I# VIETWAN . ALL OF THE GUUGTES WERE BASED ON
STATEMENTS PREVICUSLY MADE BY OTHEFRS I& HICH POSITICM,. I HAVE

I & L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
COMMANCERS HAVE
RISK OF

& DUTY TO
SLAXTED ARTICLE,
TEPE §
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% SECRET EXCLUSIVE YOR LIGEN, CUSHMAN OR IN HIS ABSENCE mmem
NICKERSON . MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY . SECTION .

. CG FMNFPAC LTR SER @00588-67 ZTD 25MAYGST

1o THE CASUALTY LEVEL CURRENTLY BEING EXPERIENCED BY .

THE MARTHES IN THE DNZ REGION IS 100 HIGH, CONSIDER-

NG THE OPERATIONAL BENEFITS RECEIVED. Ifl THE PAST -

MONTH 958 MARINES HAVE BEEN KILLED OR SERIOUSLY - .

WOUNDED 1N THE DMZ AREA ALONE ; AND IN THE PAST SIX .

'MONTHS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MARINES KILLED OR SERIOUSLY
WOUNDED IN THAT AREA HAS BEEN 4,961, WHILE THE ENEMY .IS

PAYING A HEAVY PRICE YOR HIS PAINS“"S‘QE"TE ?aS@E KILLED "IN

THE DMZ AREA IN THE PAST SIX MONTHS=-THE COST 10 US IS -
. STILL TOO HIGH. MORE IMPORTANT , UNLESS SOMEIHMING IS
"'DONE BOUT IT, OUR CASUALTIES Iy THE-DMZ . ARE LIKELY T0
MOUNT . -

2. THE MAIW PROBLEM IS THAT OUR FORCES BUTTED UP T
AGATUST THE DNZ ARE AT A SERI0US TACTICAL EISADVANTAGE.
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"SECRET ® -

" PAGE 2 RUHHFMA 3705 S £ CR E T

THE ENERY, ENJOYING THE BENEFITS OF THE NVN SANCTUARY ,
HAS A REAR AREA THAT IS SECURE AGAINST OIR MANENYER . WE
CANNOT GET BEHIWD HIM TO CUT HIM OFF FROM HIS SUPPLEES
OR TO OVERRUS HIS ARTILLERY. ALONS THE DMZ WE MUST-

FACE Wit ON FROWTAL TERMS, FOREGOING THE BENEFITS OF
MANEUVER , AT LEAST S0 LONE AS YE ELECT 10 MAINIAIM OUR
KEY GUTPOST POSITIONS AND QUR Fi Rn‘:?A’ﬁ'D LOFSTIS -
INSIALLATIONS . -

. 3o AMONG THE ADVANTAGES E&JOYED BY THE E&EMY In HI
SANCUTARY THE KEY ONE IS IN THE AREA OF ARTILLERY AWKD

HEAVY ROCKET SUPPORT » DURING THE PAST MONTH, YOR -

EKANPLE ABOUT 4,060 ROUNDS HAVE FALLEN ON CON THIEN
ALORE , AND ON 20 SEPTEMBER THAT OUTPOST TCOK 441 . -
"ROUNDS WE ESTIMATE THAT THERE ARE FROM 588 T0 110 °

" ARTILLERY PIECES, WITH RANGES UP TO 27,468 METERS, IN'

AND KORTH-OF THE DMZ, POSITIONED WHERE THEY IAM FIRE
0N OUR FORWARD POSITIONS . THESE ARTILLERY-PIECES ARE

LOCAYED WORTH OF THE BEN HAI RIVER , IN AN AREA EXTENDING‘

GENERALLY FROM A POINT BNORTHWEST OF COW THIiEN, EAST -
T0 VIN LINH AND THFNCE T0 THE GOAST» IHERE ARE MARY

PAGE 3 RUHHFMA 3705 SECRE T ‘
POSITION AREAS, SOME OCCUFPIED AND SOME. UMOCCUPIED;
AND THE ENEMY MOVES HIS VEAPCNS FROM ONE TO ANOTHER

TO FACILITATE DECEPTIOW. RECENTLY HE HAS PUT INTO EFFECT

A COMMOW U. S. OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUE , IN THE FORM OF
TIME~-ON-T ARGET FIRE , WHERE LARGE. QUANTITIES OF AMMUN] -

TION ARE .FIRED GN A SINGLF TARGET OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF

TIME , AND SROM MANY WEAPONS ., LIKEWISE HE' HAS BEGUN

10 MIY ‘AIR-BURST OR INFLUENCE FUZING AMONG HIS ROUNDS
TO ENHANCE THE CASUALTY EFFECT AGAINST TRQOPS IN THE
OPEN . THESE ARE SOUND TECHNIQUES, QND MAY. BE EXPECTED
TO CONTINUEa

4. THIS ARTILLERY THREAT IS ONE WHICH UNDER EXISTING
CONSTRAINTS, CAN BE OVERCOME ONLY THRGU&H FIRE

SUPPORT ME&NS SINIE WE ARE NOT AT LIBERTY TO MANEUVER
AGAINST IT . NEVERTHCLESS, AND WHILE A MAJOR :

AIR /ARTILLERY/NGF EFFORT HAS BEEWN UNDERWAY FGR SOME
TIME TO DIMINISH THE INTENSITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
" ENEMY®S FIRE, THE RESULTS THUS FAR HAVE MOT BEEN .
DECISIVE . THE INTENSITY AHD SCOPE OF OUR EFFORT HAS
JUST NOT BEERN GREAT EWOUGﬁo

N
("\ F a‘“"-; .

BAGE 2 OF 7 PAGEC
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-PAGE 4 RUHHPMA 3785 SE CRE T
5o THE PROBLEN OF HEAVY CASUALTIES.IS KOT CONFINED
TO THE DMZ . WE ARE ALSO FEELING THE PINCH IN THE
-TWELVE HUNDRED SQUARE MILE AREA EXTEMDING SOUTH OF
THE LINE GJO LINH-CON THIEN-KHE SANH.TO CAMP EVANS.
THE LEDS, BECAUSE OF THE THINNESS OF OUR. FORCE HNEXT .
.70 THE DMZ , HAVE BEEN ABLE TO INFILTRAIE RESPECTABLE
POWER INTO THIS REGION--PERKAPS TWELVE BATTALIONS,
THESE UNITS ARE OPERATING AGAINST OUR. BASE AREAS AWND
COMMUNICATION LINES g=<WITH DIFFICULTY, AND AT
CONSIDERABLE COST ;, BUT OPERATING THERE NEVERTHELESS,
THESE ARE THE ENENY UNITS THAT ARE CAUSING TROUBLE
ALONG ROUTE 9, WEAR CAM L , NORTH OF CUA VIET AND

EAST OF KHE SANH, THESE ARE THE URITS WHICH CAUSE uS
CASUALTIES BY MORTAR AND ROCKET AITACXS ON LOGISTIC
INSTALLATIONS AND OTHER NECESSARILY. FIXED LOCALITIES.
HOWEVER , UNMLIKE THEIR COMPANIONS FARTHER NORTH ALONG-

- THE DMZ , THESE NVA UNITS DO NOT HAVE & SANCTUARY, '
THEY ARE VULNERABLE 3 SUSPEPTIBLE TO ASOLATION AND ZECI~
MAT ION BY FORCES WHICP ARE FREE TO MAWEUVER .AROUND
ARND AMONG THEM BUT CG III MAF AND 66 1 CORPS 20 NOT

-

PQGE 5 RUHHFMA 3705 SECRE T .

TOGETHER HAVE THE FORCES NECESSARY T0 CHOP .

UP AMD DESTROY THE EREMY IN THIS LARGE AREA, WHILE STILL
FULFILLING ALL OF THEIR OTHER OBLIGATIONS. AS A RESULT,
THE ENEMY ENJOYS A DEGREE OF FREEDOM WHICH HE SHDLLD
BE ZENIED,
6o ON BALANCE ; THE FUTURE PROSPECIS FOR OUR FORCES
DEPLOYED I®- THE DMZ AREA IAN BE MEASURED ONLY IN TERMS
OF A CONTIWUED HIGH LEVEL
UNLESS DECISIVE ACTION IS TAKEN TO REDRESS THE SITUATIO&»
AMONG THE AVAILABLE OPTIONS, THE FQLLOHING ARE
CONSIDERED TO WERIT CONSLDERAIION“

OF UNREQUITED CASUALTIES,

8., WITHORAW OUR INSTALLATIONS NEAQ IHE DMZg MOVIhﬁ

iti MAF 2100/2 (REV. 11-66)

v;\@ﬁ 3 OF Z_

CGFY_J__OF 7L»comes

THEM SOUTHWARD , OUT OF NVA ARTILLERY RANGE. THEN, IF
THE ENEMY DﬁSIREb TO USE HIS ARTILLERY. AGAINST US, IT
WIiLl BE NECESSARY FOR HIM T0 DISPLACE IT SOUTH OF THE
BEN HAI, WHERE WE CAN GET AT IT. HE. WOULD THUS BE
DENIED SOME MEASURE OF HIS SANCTUARY ADVANTAGE.
Bo. COMDUCT A JOINT AMPHIBIOUS/AIRBORNE QPERATION
LANDING ON THE NVN COAST , NORTH.OF THE ZMZ, SWELPING:
SOUTH THROUGH THE DMZ T0 DESTROY THE NVA TRODPS” '

SECRET

NS&Q5SSQSSS&QNNS&QNN&QNN&Q§NNQQ%NNQQ§SS&§¥N&RQ$NSQQQ§§

[ AFC

cs

DC/s

G-l

G2 G-3

G4

G5

ComMPT.

CHAP,

CEO

[al]

-]

coc

DENT. O.

EMB.

ENGR.

FD. SERV, HQ. COMDT.

INSP,

LEGAL

MTO

POSTAL

PROTOCOL

PMO

P5Y. OPS.

SR e s

* SPL, SERY,

- {\?’;_ug.f- i ts

| DECLASSIFIED

:ﬂ:jq

Ed




DECLASSIFIED

PAGE 6 RUHHFMA 3785 SE CRET a

SUPPLIES AND INSTIALLATIONS WHICH ARE AFFECTING OUR
-FORCES DEPLOYED WEAR THE DMZ . THIS MOULD REQUIRE THE
PROVISION OF SUFFICIENT FORCES, FROM OUESIDE QOF RVN
OR FROM SOURCES WITHIN RVN, TO CONSIITUTE AN ADEQUATE
LANDING FORCE, THIS PROSPECT HAS BEEN EXPLORED PRE~-
VIOUSLY IN REF A aND, AS YOU KNOW , THE WHOLE MATTER

- OF AN AMPHIBIOUS ATTACK IS NOW BEING ACTIVELY EXAMINED

UNDER CINCPAC AEGIS,

Co, COMUSMACV PROVIDE AT LEAST A DIVISIDN SIZE
FORCE FROM OTHER CORPS AREAS T0 REINFORCE III WAF
IN THE DMZ AREA. LAUNCH AN ALL-0UT ASSAULT FROM
SOUTH OF THE DMZ AREA INTO AMD WORTH OF THE DMZ 10"
DESTROY WA FORCES ; EQUIPNMENT , SUPPLIES, AID
INSTALLATIONS ; SﬁBSEQUENTLY WIIHBRAMIMGe L

D¢ MOUNT NQSSIVE DELIBERATE ATTACKS BY AIR AND WAVAL
GUNFIRE AGAINST THE ENEMY TROOPS ; ARMAMENT , INSTALLA=~
TIONS AND SUPPLIES ARRAYED AGAINST US IN SOUTHERN ROUTE
PACKAGE I, EXFPLOIT FULLY THE CAPABILITY OF 7IH AZR FORCE,
TF 77, 1STMAW AND THE HEAVY GUNS OF THE. 7TH FLEET,
UTILIZE EVERY YISUAL AND ELECTRONIG MEANS OF TARGET

IDENTIFICATION AMD LOCATION.--ALL OF THE FOREQO TG WITH
THE PURPOSE OF DESTROYING THE ENEMY WEAPONS AND -
IMPEDING ; CANALIZING AND BLOGKING ENEMY MOV&MENT
THROUGH $OU§HERM ROUTE PACKABE 1.

E., REINFORCE GUR ELEMENTS NOW COMMITTED IJ QUANG-
TRI PROVINCE, WITH THIS JNCREASED .DEWSITY OF MANEUVER
FORCES , CONCENTRATE OUR EFFORTS ON THE ENEMY BATTALIONS
WHICH HAVE INFILTRATED INTO THE REGION. ISDLATE, GUT
UP AND DESTROY THEM ; AND RELIEVE THE CURRENT.
ROCKET /MORT 6R PRESSURE OW OUR. FIXED INS?ALL#TIONS
IN THE ROUTE S-<DONG HA AREA, -
5. Al ANALYSIS OF THE ABOVE OPTIONS FOLLOWS

A. TO WITHDRAW SOUTHWARD FROM THE DMZ AREA :
IN ORDER TO ACQUIRE MANEUVER ROOM.IS A SO.UND TACe
TICAL MGVE, BUT IT CARRIES a LARGE PRICE.. IT
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WOULD GIVE THE EMEMY PERSUASIVE PROPAGANDA
MATERIAL IN TERMS OF THE UMDENIABLE FACT THAT WE
HAD INDEED SURRENDERED GROUND . AMD IT WOULD BE.
NECESSARY TO GIVE UP A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT.OF -

BY OUR FORCES. THE EFFECT ON THE SOUTH VIET= -
NAMESE AND ON OUR OWN PEOPLE AT HOME OF SUCH &
WITHDRAWAL WOULD BE GREAT » FINALLY, IT WOULD.
ENTAIL ABANDONMENT OF THE STRONG POINT OBSTACLE
SYSTEM . WHATEVER CRITICISM MAY- HAVE BEEN DIR- -
ECTED AT THAT CONCEPT BEFORE, IT IS NOW AN OFF=
ICIAL UoS./BVN ENDEAVOR, AND TO BACK AWAY FROM.
IT HOW COULD NOT CONCEIVABLE BE IDERIFFIED UﬂTH
PROGRESS IN THE WAR,

AGE I AREA--EITHER BY GROUND OR AMPHIBIOUS MEARNS.

SUFFERING FROM ENEMY POWER BASED IN THE SAR=
GIUARYo THE FAVORABLE EFFECT WOWLD PERSIST OF

v
'

PAGE 5 RUHHFFA 31M6SECRET

WoULD BF IDLE 70 IGRORE THE SUBSTANTIAL POLITICAL
FACTORS WHICH WILL BEAR UPON SUCH A DECISION, OR

TIPS ASSOCIATED WITH MOUNTING AND DELIVERIUWG:
4 MAJOR ATTACK; NOT TO SPEAX OF THE FACT. TFAI
THE MONSOCH IS MERE=-=THE VERY WORST PERIOD FOR -

OF BVUN, BY SEA OR LAND, WITH ALL OF ITS TACTICAL .
NERIIS, IS NOT A NOW COURSV OF ACTION, :

UNDERTAKEN QUICHLY. AS T0 ARTILLERY, WE KNOW
THAT OUR COUNTERBATTERY ARTILLERY ALONE HAS
NOT BEEN ABLE 70 SILENCE THE ENEMY AEIILLERYg
ANY MORE THAR HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO SILENCE OR.
SERIOUSLY DAMAGE OURS, DESPITE THE FACT THaT.

AIR IS THUS THE DECISIVE ARM, SINCE WE CANNOT
THE REASON THAT &ER up 710 NOW HAS W07 AB@TED

"SECRET @ B

/ GROUND TO ENSURE THAT ENEMY ARTILLERY WHICH MOVED
SOUTHWARD WOULD , IR FACT; BE EXPOSED. TO ENUELOFMENT

Bo TO INVADE NORTH VIET NAM IN THE LOUTE FACK=

TO-EVADE THE REALISTIC TIME AND SPACE MATHLMA“ o

HE HAS MORE ARTILLERY IN THE AREA THAN WE DO,
CVERRUN THE ENEMY POSITIONS WITH GROUMND FORCES. ;f

’M\@ﬁj 5 DFW-, AGES
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OFFERS GOOD PROSPECT OF RELIEVING OUR FORCES.WHO ARE

COURSE ; CNLY AS LONG AS WE REMAINED IN NV!o FURTHERW IT

SUCH OPERATIONS, THE MNEED IS NOW, AMD A INVASION :-.

© Co INTEMSIFICATION OF THE SIRE SUPPORT ETFURT Cal BE
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THE THREAY IS THAT THE MEANS ADDRESSED TG THE

JOB HAVE THUS FAR BEEN FAR TOO SMALL .

Do TO REINFORCE OUR ELEMENIS IN QUANG TRE -
MARES GOOD SENSE. IT IS URGENT THAT OUR LINES OF
COMWUNBGATRON BE PROTEGTED,. MORE [MPORTANT =

TO CUT UP AND DESTROY THOSE NORTH

VIETNAMESE FORCES WHICH INFILTRATE SOUTHWARD

AND GET THEMSELVES OUT OF SUPPORT OR REFUSE
DISTANCE FROM THE DMZ ., THESE FORCES ARE . -
VULNERABLE TO OUR HELI-BORNE MANEUVER UNITS.

TWO ADDITIONAL REGIMENIS IN THE AREA ALONG AND .
AROUND ROUTE S WOULD MAKE A MAJOR DIFFERENCE. =
THIS IS AN AMELIORATIVE ACTION, UKICH CAN HAVE
IMMED IATE FAVORABLE EFFECT IN TERMS OF UaS CAS=
UALTIES SAVED AND ENEMY KILLED o

6, TO CONCLUDE., IF THIS BATTLE iS. NOT. SOON TURNG ,
ED AGAINST THE ENEMY, THE POUMDING NOW FELT. AT CON.
THIEN, GIO LINH, DONG HA AND ELSEWHERE IS GOING

10 RESOUND ALL TWE WAY BACK T0 DUBURUE . THE -

CASUALTIES WE ARE LOSING O THE ENEMY SHELLING MAY WELL

PAGE 5 RUHHFMA 3716 SE CR E T .
BECOME A DECISIVE FACTOR IN THE ATTITUDE OF THE
USA TOWARD THE ENTIRE WAR .

THEREFORE , I BELIEVE THAT RESOLUTION OF THIS
SITUATION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAT ANY OTHER ..
SINGLE CRISIS IN THE WAR TODAY. AMD THE

THINGS WE CAN Z0 QUICKEST TO REDRESS THE. SITUALION ARE

FIRST TO REINYORCE THE QUANG TRI AREA WITH AT

_LEAST TWQ REGIMENTSs AND SECOND , TO DEVASTATE AN

'AREA BOUNDED BY THE BEN Hal RIVER ON THE SOUTH.
AND BY AN ARP OF ABOUT 27 KILOMETERS RADIUS, IEN=-
TERED UPON CON THIEN, AND EXTEMDING SROM.THE 330
DEGREE RADIAL T0 THE SEéo THIS REGION HAS TO CON= .
TAIN THE BULK OF THE OFFENDING ENEMY ARTILLERY -
POSITIONS, A5 WELL AS THE ENEMY°S PRINCIPAL FORWARD
BASES, IT WEASURES ABOUT 180 SQUARE MILES, BUT
THE AREA CAN BE SUBSTANTIALLY NARROW&D DOWN‘BY CAREFUL
TERRAIN ANALYSIS,

- TO DESTROY THE ENENMY MAT&RIﬂL “AND SUPPLIES9
CAUSE HIM GRAVE PHYSICAL LOSS AN . IMPEDE MIS.
FREEDONM OF MOVEMENT IN THIS AREA WILL'REQUIRE

"PAGE L OF 71‘“\&
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AIR OPERATIONS OF A MAGNITUDE VASILY GREAT&R
THAN EVER CONTEMPLATED BEFORE SOR lHIS REGIONe;»
HERE 1S WHAT 1 HAVE I MIWDs
Ae 1,500 B=-52 SORTIES PER MONTH,. IM ‘THIS ONE SPECIFIED AREAa'
B EEQEQB—TACTICAL AIR SORTIES PER.MONTH IN THE :
SANME LIMITED AREA, EMPLOYING THE COMPLETE ARRAY OF CONVENTION=
AL WEAPONS. INCLUDING USE OF THE HEAVIEST AVAILABLE AERIAL
ORE\AN(‘}E UPON ANY.-SPEGIFIC TARGETSLODATED OR“BUSPESTED,
‘SUPPORT THE TARGETING WITH .AN ALL"OUT EFFORT BY AIR AND
GROUND OBSERVATION, AS HELL AS ALL ELECTRONIC AND -
INFRA RED MEANS.
Co QUANTUM ‘USE OF THE MK 36 DES1 UCTGR ON ALL
'AVENUES OF APPROACH AND COMMUNICATIONS ROUTES. WITHIN
THE AREA., THE BEN HAI RIVER , FOR EXAMPLE , SHOULD BE
- SEEDED WITH AT LE® 580 DESTRUCTORS LD IHEN Rva
SEEDED WITH AN EQUAL NUMBER NEEKLYo. .
7. THE EMPLOYMENT OF WALLEYE OWN. ANY FIQML
LOCATED AND CLEARLY IDEMNTIFIABLE ARTILLERY WEAPONS . '
-~ Eeo PIN POINT DESTRUCTION BY MAVAL GUNFIRE.OF EVERY LOCATED
TARGET It THE SPECIFIED AREA WITHIN RANGE, USING: ALL NAVAL

\_\\\\

GUNRFIRE AVAILABLE IN HE ENTIRE AREA,

F, THE BROADCAST AERIAL DISTRIBUTION OF ANTID
PERSONNEL MINES, IN TERMS OF THOUSANDS , BLONG EVERY
AVENUE OF APPROACH WITHIN THE SPECIFEED AREA; AND THE
REPETITIVE OSEEDING OF MORE THOUSAWDS.OF MINESo
7. AT THIS POINT IT MAY BE OBSERVED THAT, T0.DO ALL
OF THIS, WOULD PROBABLY TAKE ALL OF THE OFFEVSIVE
AERIAL RESOURCES WE HAVE , AND THAT THERE WOULD BE >
NOTHING LEFT FOR AWYTHENG ELSE + WHETHER OR. NOT RO
THIS IS SO, IN AN ABSOLUTE SENSE, 1 DO M0T KMOW . IF _ hon
IT 1S, 1 BELIEVE THE DIVER@ION OF MEANS 1S: NOT ONLY
JUSIIFIED BUT ESSENTIAL 'IT COULD BE THAT WE EITHER
DELIVER OUR MEN FROM IHE DESTRUCTION THEY ARE
.SUFFERING FROM AN ENEMY THEY CANNOT IHEMSELVEa
ELIMINATE OR THE U. S. PEOPLE MAY MAKE. THE WHOLE
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FM ADMING III MAF * HAS BEEN SENL

T0 RUCIJUB/ CHC | » '

RUKKM/CG FHFPAC

BT

SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE AND LTGEN KRULAK FROM
LTGEN CUSHMAN

COMUSHACY MSG 231139Z SEP EXCLUSIVE FROM GEN WESTMORELAND IS QUOTED:
QUOTE: ¥

REF: CG, III NMAF DTG 2117902 SEP (%)

1, (S) 1 HAVE EXAMINED THE RECOMMENDATIONS PROPOSED IN THE REFERENCE
AND AM IN ACCORD WITH YOUR PLAN TG MOVE THE 5TH MARINES WITH TWO
BATTALIONS TO THE NORTH AND TO CONCENTRATE THE SLF'S IN THAT SAME ARZA.
2. (S) AFTER MY VISIT TO THE 3D MARINE DIVISION YESTERDAY, MY OPINION
1S CONFIRMED THAT MANY PROFITABLE TARGETS EXIST IN THUA TRIEN- QUANG
TRI AREA WHICH SHOULD BE HIT BEFORE THE FULL WEIGHT OF THE NORTHEAST
HONSOON SETS IN. [ AM CONCERNED OVER T:HE INDICATIONS OF AN ENEMY
BUILDUP IN BASE AREA 1@1=HAI LANG FOREST. THIS POSES A DANGEROUS
THREAT TO THE LOC T0 QUANT TRI AND 10 THE NEW AIRFIELD-LOGISTIC BASE

AN\

N
'\QiﬁtiﬁbQ§SQQQSbQQSbQQStQSQQQSQQSb

SN\

NN\

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2288 S £ C R E T EXCLUSIVE FOR :
3o (S IT 15 MY INTENTIGN TO RETAIN THE IST OF THE 101ST IN IIL MAF
UNTIL AT LEAST | NOVEMBER, AT WHICH TIME I WILL MAKE A DECISION ON
ITS SUBSEQUENT EMPLOYMENT BASED ON WEATHER, ENEMY THREAT, AND A
CONSIDERATION OF THE OVERALL EMPLOYMENT OF FORCES IN ICTZ. IN THE
INTERIM, YOU SHOULD MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF ALL AVAILABLE FORCES IN THE
TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES., YOUR PLAN TO ADJUST THE BOUNDRY BETWEEN THE
§1ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE AMERICAL DIVISION WOULD FACILITATE THESE
MOVE S,

4 (S5) I HAVE ALERTED GENERAL ROSSON. TO BE PREPARED TO EXPAND THE
PERSHING A0 INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NGAI, IF REQUIRED,

5., (5) YOUR RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING A ROK ARMY BATTALION IS BEING
STUDIED BY MY STAFF.

6o (S) IN SUMMARY, I HAVE NO PLANS TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF TROOPS IN
ICTZ, UPCN ARRIVAL OF THE )98TH 5RIGADEQ A DECISION WILL BE MADE AS
TO THE FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE IST BRIGADE OF THE 121ST. I HEARTILY
ENDORSE YOUR PLAN TO MOVE THRLE OR.FOUR BATTALIONS NORTH, AND SUGGEST
EARLY IMPLEMENTATION. BEST REGARDS. UNQUOTE.
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'DE RUMSAK 2848 2650854
ZNY SSSSS

0 2280547 SEP 67

FM CG III MAF

TO CG FMFPAC

INFO CG THIRD MARDIV
CG FMAW ‘
BT
S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN KRULAK INFO MGENS HOCHMUTH AND
ANDERSON FROM LTGEN CUSHMAWN

1 SENT THE FOLLOWING TO GEWERAL WE STMOREL AND

2117827 SEP&7

FROMg CG 1I1 MAF
TO: COMUSMACV
A. TTH AF 101430 SEP&7 ;

1, DURING THE LAST THREE DAYS, 19=-21 SEP, OUR FORCES IN THE VICINITY

OF THE DMZ MAVE RECEIVED ALMOST 1863 ROUNDS OF INCOMING ARTILLERY FIRE.,
THE BULK OF THIS COMES FROM NORTH OF THE DMZ, IN THIS SAME PERIOD LIf
MAF ARTILLERY WAS DENIED PERMISSION- FOR COUNTER-BATTERY AND OTHER

FIRES AT A TIME WHEN EFFORTS NORTH OF THE DMZ APPEAR NOT TO HAVE
SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED THE ENEMIES FIRE ON MY TROOPS, FOR EXAMPLE DURING
THE PERIOD 208780H TO 2187#GH, MY 37 ARTILLERY TUBES CAPABLE OF FIRING

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2048 S E CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE :

ABOVE THE DMZ WERE HELD IN CHECK-FIRE FOR' 21 HOURS AND 17 MINUTES,
DURING THIS TIME OUR TROOPS WERE XILLED AND WOUNDED BY ENEMY ARTY
WHICH 1 COULD HAVE ENGAGED WITH COUNTER BATTERY. I CONSIDER THIS
SITUATION INTOLERABLE.

2o REF A DESIGNATED ABCCC HILLSBORO AS THE CONTROLLING AGENCY FOR THE
OPERATION, THE ABCCC IS5 APPARENTLY CHECKING FIRE NORTH OF THE DMZ '
WHENEVER OPN NEUTRALIZE ACFT ARE IN THE GENERAL VICINITY. THIS
BLANKET RESTRICTION IS WHOLLY UNNECESSARY FROM THE STANDPOINT OF
EFFECTIVE FIRE COORDINATION, .

3. RECOMMEND YOU REEVALUATE PRESENT CONCEPT. AS A MINIMUM

RECOMMEND 7 AF PERSONNEL WITH NECESSARY AUTHORITY AND

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT BE COLOCATED WITH MY FACILITIES AT

DONG HA, KNOWLEDGE OF FLIGHT PATH AND TARGET ASSIGNMENT OF A/C
SHOULD NECESSITATE CHECK FIRES ONLY -IN AFFECTED AREAS,

4. REQUEST SENIOR TH AF REP ESTRBLISH LIAISON ASAP.

WARM REGARDS
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DE RUMSAK 2040 2542554
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P 212334 SEP 67

FM CG 111 MAF

TC ZEN/CG IFFORCEV
INFO CG TF OREGON

BT

5
F

ROt LTIGEN CUSHMAN.

ECRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN ROSSON AND BGEN KOSTER

l. DIRECT LIAISON WITH 31/181ST IS WELLOMED AND ENCOURAGED . IN ALL

FAIRNESS, HOWEVER , I MUST ADVISE YOU ‘THAT I HAVE ASKED WESTY FOR AN
ADDITIONAL BRIGADE DURING THE MONSCON AND HAVE SUGGESTED THAT THE
1915T BE LEFT HERE AS LONG AS WEATHER CONDITIONS PERMIT THE TYPE OPS

AT WHICH THEY ARE SO ADEPT . DO NOT YET HAVE. HIS REACTION,

2. WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS AND THE BEST OF. LUCK TO YOU AND YOUR
FINE OUTFIT IN THE GOOD HURTING MONTHS AHEAD .
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ECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN WESTMORELARD
ROM LTGEN CUSHMAN . .
TH AF 181436 SEP6T , ,

1. DURING THE LAST THREE DAYS, i9-2! SEP, OUR FORCES IN THE
VICINITY OF THE DMZ HAVE RECEIVED ALNWOST 120@ ROUMDS OF
INCOMING ARTILLERY FIRE. THE BULK OF THIS COMES FROM NORTH OF
THE DMZ ., IN THIS SAME PERIOD II1 MAF ARTILLERY WAS DENIED PER -
MISSION FOR COUNTER -BATTERY ANMD OTHER FIRES AT A TIME WHEN
EFFORTS NORTH OF THE DMZ APPEAR NOT TO HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY
REDUCED THE EMEMIES FIRE ON MY TROOPS. FOR:EXAMPLE DURING THE
PERIOD 208878¢H TO 218780H, MY 37 ARTILLERY TUBES CAPABLE OF
FIRING ABOVE THE DMZ WERE HELD IN CHECK-FIRE. FOR 21 HOURS AND
17 MINUTES. DURING THIS TIME OUR TROOPS WERE KILLED AND
WOUNDED BY ENEMY ARTY WHICH I COULD HAVE ENGAGED WITH COUNTER =
BATTERY. I CONSIDER THIS SITUATION INTOLERABLE,
« REF & DESIGNATED ABCCC MILLSBORO AS THE CONTROLLING AGENCY
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PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2835 S E CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

FOR THE OPERATION. THE ABCCC 1S APPARENTLY CHECKING FIRE NORTH
OF THE DMZ WHENEVER OPN REUTRALIZE ACFT ARE IN THE GENERAL
VICINITY. THIS BLANKET RESTRICTION IS WHOLLY UNNECESSARY FROM
THE STANDPOINT OF EFFECTIVE FIRE COORDINATIOWN,

3o RECOMMEND YOU REEVALUATE PRESENT CONCEFT., AS A MINIMUM
RECOMMEND TIH AF PERSONNEL WITH NECESSARY AUTHORITY AND
ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT BE COLOCATED WITH #Y.CONTROL FACILITIES AT
DONG Ha . KNOWLEDGE OF FLIGHT PATH AND TARGET ASSIGNMENT OF A/C
SHOULD NECESSITATE CHECK FIRES ONLY IN AFFECTED AREAS.,

4, REQUEST SEMIOR TH AF REP ESTABLISH LIAISON ASAP.

WARM REGARDS v
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SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL WESTMORELAND

FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN , ‘

i, AS YOU KNOW, THE ENEMY THREAT IN ICTZ , AND PARTICULARLY IWN
THE DMZ, CONTINUES UNABATED . DIRING THE PAST WEEK TWO THINGS
HAVE OCCURRED WHICH ARE OF REAL CONCERJ.AND WHICH HAVE CAUSED
ME TO REASSESS THE ENEMY®’S CAPABILITIES ,+RIRST , THE ENEMY HAS
CONVINCINGLY DEMONSTRATED THAT HE CAN MASS HIS SUPPORTING FIRES
ON OCCASION HE FIRED OVER 289 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY IN A VERY FEW
MIWUTES, COORDINATED WITH HEAVY MORTAR FIRE POT ONLY AGAINST
OUR STRONG POINTS BUT AGAINST MOBI'.E FORCES AS WELL o SECONDLY
THE EARLY AND TORRENTIAL RAINS HAVE DECREASED THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF AIR SUPPORT AND COUNTER-BATTERY FIRE:AS WELL AS MAKING RE«
SUPPLY AND REINFORCEMENT DISTURBINGLY S,0W .AND DIFFICULT o THE
EFFECTS OF THESE FACTORS ON INSURING AN ADEQUATE AND ACTIVE
DEFENSE ARE EVIDENT .

2. 1 HAD HOPED THAT WE WCULD BE #BLE 70 HANDLE THE ENEMY WITH

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2834 S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
SOMEWHAT REDUCED FORCES DURING THE. BE. MO NSOON . HOWEVER , 1
ALWAYS HAD SERIOUS RESERVATIONS AMD AFTERLISTENIKG, TO THE
BRIEFING BY YOUR STRATEGIC STUDY TEAM AM MORE CONVINCED THAN
EVER OF THE HIGH RISKS INVOLVED IN REDUCING FORCES IN ICTIZ AT
THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE ., WITH MORE THAN 58 PERCENT QF THE -

-]

ACT IVE COMBAT IR SUN GOING ON IN THIS AREA AND WITH INTELLIGENCE
INDICAT IONS THAT THE ENEMY MAY BE WILLING TO ACCEPT INORDINATELY

HIGH CASUALTIES TO ACHIEVE LIWITED OBJECTIVES, HE COULD BE

EMBARKED ON A STRATEGY T0 GAIN A BARGAINING POSISION AT ALL COSIS.
3. AS YOU ARE AWARE, 1 HAVE A VERY LIMITED CAPABILITY TO REINFORCE

+IN THE DMZ AREA WITHOUT UNCCYERING IM VARYING DEGREES OTHER VIT
“-AREAS. AND WHILE I AM CERTAIN WE WILL EXTRACT A SUBSTANTIAL TOLL

IF THE EWEMY CHOCSES A MORE AGRESSIVE COURSE OF ACTION, I FEEL

&L

WE RUN TOO HIGH A RISK IF PLANS TO SHIFT US ELEMENTS FROM ICTZ ¥0

TACTICAL AREQS FURTHER SOUTH ARE EXECUTED « IN FACT, 1 STRONGLY
RECOMMEND THAT WE AT LEAST CONTINUE THE PRESEWT FORCE LEVEL
THROUGH THE MONTHS IMMEDIATELY AHEAD o

4o SPECIFICALLY, I PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING GENERAL DISFOSITION OF
FORCES:

Ao THE AMERICAL DIVISION, WITH 3 BRI@AQES (lSSIH-%°6FH““5f& H)

Lu-,.
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RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG. NGAI, QUANG TIN AND THAT PORTION OF
QUANG NAM THAT INCLUDES THE QUE SON~-MIEP DUC VALLEY. THIS WOULD
GIVE MINIMUM BUT ADEQUATE COVERAGE OF THE AREA WHERE THE 2 Nva
DIV HAS CONCENTRATED AND WOULD AT THE SAME TIME FREE TWO BATTA=
LIONS AND A COMMAND GROUP OF THE 5TH MARINES TO MOVE. NORTH.

B, THE ROK MARINE BDE WOULD REMAIN IN PLACE BUT EXTEND ITS AREA
OF OPNS TO THE TRA KMUC RIVER, AND I WOULD URGE YOUR THOUGHTFUL
CONSIDERATION OF THE ADDITION OF A ROK ARMY BN TO THE MARINE BDE’
TO EXPAND ITS CAPABILITY TO OPERATE IN THE QUANG NGAI AREA.

Co THE 1ST MARIME DIVISION, WITH 2 AMD }/3 REGTS WOULD CONTINUE
T0 BE RESPONSIBLE FOR QUANG NAM , LESS THAT SMALL PORTION ASSUMED
BY THE AMERICAL DIV,
D, THE 3 MARDIV WOULD CONTINUE TO HOLD RESPONSIBILETY FOR THUA
THIEN AND QUANG TRIg BUT TO THEIR PRESENT FORCE OF 12 BNS
(INCLUDING THE OXI ROTATIONAL BN) WOULD BE ADDED THE COMMAND
GROUP AND 2 BNS OF THE S5TH MARINES. THESE ADDITIONS, PLUS THE
CONTINUING AVAILABILITY OF THE 2 SLF°®S WOULD PROVIZE THE MINIMUM
FORCE TC COUNTER A SERIOUS ENEMY ATTACK IN.THE DMZ AREA AND TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITIES TO DESTROY ENEMY BATTAL IONS
PIECEMEAL -SOUTH OF THE BEN HAI AS THEY OPEN THEMSELVES TO ATTACK.
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5. IN ADDITION, I RECOMMEND THAT THE [01ST AIRBORNE BDE REMAIN
HERE AS LOWG AS THE WEATHER PERMITS THE KIMDS OF OPERATIONS AT
WHICH TIEY ARE SO ADEPT ., THEY CAN MAKE INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
IN THE AREA WHERE THEY NOW ARE OPERATING AS WELL AS IN THE KEY
BASE AREAS BOTH IR THE NORTHERN AWD SOUTHERN SECTORS OF ICTZ.,
S§. I REALIZE YOUR PROBLEMS IN DISTRIBUTING LIMITED ASSETS
THROUGHOUT SVN BUT I SUBMIT THAT. THE COMMITMENT OF FORCES LISTED
ABOVE TO I CORPS IS THE ONLY PRUDENT COURSE , GIVEN THE REALITIES
OF THE SITUATION HERE.
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COWNFIDENTIAL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN GREENE AND LTGEN
KRULAK. .

SUBJt VISIT BY MR JOSEPH ALSOP ‘ |

lo DURING THE PERIOD l16~17 SEPTEMGER THE SUBJECT NAMED o
COLUMNIST VISITED THIS COMMAND. DURING KIS VISIT He

EXPRESSED CERTAIN VIEWS, WHICH ARE BELIEVED OF INTEREST

T0 HIGHER HEADQUARTLRS, AND WHICH HE PREDICATES ON THE

NVA DOCUMENTS CAPTURED IN 1966 IN OPERATION “CEDAR FALLS".

KE BELIEVES THE NVA OBJLCTIVE IS T0 ACHIEVE A DIEM BIEN

PHU TYPE VICTORY UPON WHICH TO INITIATE NkGOTIATIONS FOR

PEACE FROM A PNSITION OF STRENGTM. He FURTHER BELIEVES

THAT PUBLIC REACTION WOULD Bl SUCH THAT THE UNITED STATES

HAY ACCEPT PEACE UNDER UNFAVORABLE TERMS AFTER SUCH A

DEFEAT. ADDITIONALLY, HE STATES THAT THe NVA®S 0BJECTIVE

1S T CONTINUE FIGHTING WHILE NEGOTIATIONS ARE PROGRESSING

PAGE TWN RUMSAK 1644 C O N F 1 D& N T.-1 A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
IN ORDER TO WIN AN ULTIMATE VICTORY.

2. MR ALSOP CITES THE DISPOSITION OF THREr NVA

REGIMENTS AROUND CON THIEN AS SUBSTANTIATING HIS THESIS,
HE POINTS TO THE RELATIVeLY LITTLE "INCOMING ARTILLERY
FROM THE ENEMY AS AN INDICATION THAT THEY ARk SUILDING UP
AN AMMUNITION STOCK. HE FURTHER BELIKVES THAT AROUND
OCTNBER THEY WILL FIRE THIS HOARD. AMMUNITION WHICH THEY
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO BUILD UP, SOME FIFTEEN TO0 SEVENTEEN
THOUSAND SHELLS IN HIS JUDGMENT, WILL SUPPORT A MASS
ATTACK 0N CON THIENs THAT THEY WILL TAKE HEAVY LOSSES 1IN
ORDER Tn ACHIEVE A LIMITED VICTORY FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES,
HE CONTENDS THAT IF THIS ATTACK WERE DEFEATED IT WOULD

BE A GREAT VICTORY FOR THE U,Se., BUT IF IT SUCCEEDED IT
WOULD BE A DEVASTATING POLITICAL DEFEAT. =

3, 1 POINTED 0NUT T0 HIM THAT THE HEAVY:!ARTILLERY FIRE,
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT, DEEP AIR SUPPORT, AND B-52 ATTACKS

ARE HAMPERING THE ENEMY BUT THAT THEY -COULD HAVE EFFECTED
A BUILDUP OF LOGISTIC SUPPORT SUCH AS Hk KENVISIONS.
HOWEVER, I POINTED OUT THAT Wk HAD HURT THE BHNEMY BY
PERSONNEL CASUALTIES AND THAT I THOUGHT (¢ QQR COUNTER=.
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ATTACK PLANS COULD WIN US VICTORY. IT #IS MIS FIRM
CONVICTION THAT AHi GOVERNMENT OF NORIH VIETNAM IS NOW

IN THE PROCESS OF “PREPARING THe BATTLEFILZLD™ AND HAS

BEEN IN THIS PROCESS SINCE LATE JUNE, TO THIS I CONCURRED,
AS A SIDE LIGHT TO THIS HE ALSO EXPRESSED THE NDPINION THAT
THE MARINE CORPS CONCEPT WAS WRONG, THAT THE WAY TO WIN
THE WAR OUT HERE WAS NOT TQ HAVE A PBCIFICATION AND
MILITARY ACTION GO HAND IN HAND, BUT THAT 1T WAS T0

DEFEAT THE ENEMY ON THe BATTLEFI£LD. I' COUNTERED THAT

IN MY VIEW BOTH WARS HAD TO BE PUKRSUED VIGOROUSLY. HE

DID STATE THAT HE WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED BY THE SPIRIT
AND CALIBER OF THE MARINES HE HAD MLlo,
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S ECRET SPECAT ERCLUSIUE FOR LTGER KR UL AK FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS SENT TO COMUSMACV FOLLOWING VISIT OF
GENERAL WESTMORELAND 13 SEPT 67 .

SUBJs THE FOLLOWING IS A REPORT OF GE@ER&‘ WESTM@REEAND'S VISIT T0
I1I WAF OGN 13 SEP 1967,

i, BRIEFED BY G-2 CONCERNING HUMBER AND lDEN?IiY oF fN;Mb UNITS IN
QUANG TRI PROVINCE, THREAT IS OF MAGWITUDE OF 7 T0 9 BATTALIONS 1IN
IMMEDIATE DMZ AREA, ALSO BRIEFED O AP!E&LERY OOBG ENEMY. THREAT

IS ESTINMATED 166 TO 128 TUBES, '

2¢ BRIEFED BY G~2 CONCERNING WEATHER, LATE SEP, ALL OCT AND EARLY

MOV RECEIVE HEAVIEST RAINFALL IN QUANG TRI, RAINS ALREADY STARTED.
WILL AFFECT CONSTRUCT ION AND OPERAT IONS, '

3¢ BRIEFED BY G=3 REP CONCERNING OP PIHM [2=-67 YWHICH I3 TH
ALTERNATE PLAN DIRECTED TO BE SUBMITTED FOR. CONSIEERAlEO“a Plﬂd
CALLS FOR PRESENT A, A2, A3, AND A4 TO BE COMPLETED AND OCCUPIED
BY ARVN BN hﬁCHn Y TO BE COWFLETED AND OCCUPIED BY ARVN REGT CP,

PAGE TWORUMSAK 12%4 S E.C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

ARTY, AND RECON COs C2, C3 AND C4 TGO BE COMPLETED AND OCCUPIED BY
USHC UNITS, IN ADDITION, USMC BASE CAMPS TO BE SPREAD GENERALLY
ALONG ROUTE 9 TO LAOS BORDER. USE OF BARRIER MATERIALS AHD .SENSOR
DEVICES IN SELECTED LOCATIONS FOR OPT IMUM EMPLOYMENT, PLAN 7O USE

© USMC UNITS AS REACTION FORCES AND FOR ACTIVE PATROLLING.
“d¢ BRIEFED BY G«3 ON CAaUAL?Y ESTIMATED FOR SHERMAN- AND FOR

ALTERNATE PLAN, ESTIMATE FURTHER REDUCT-ICN OF CASUALTIES IN
ALTERNATE PLAN BY USE OF FGRTIFXCATIGNS AS BUILT, SHOKE AKD MOHE
INTENSIUE USE OF SUPPORTING ARY ILLERY, NGF, AND FA?TICULARLY AlR.
5, BRIEFED O LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR PLAW. CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED WITH
CURRENT BOM BY EMPLOYING THE RESERVE MATERIALS. BRIEFED OH ADDI«
TIONAL SUPPORT ING UNITS NEEDED, THERE IS IMMED IATE REQUIREMENT FOR
ONE MEDIUM TRUCK CO (CARGO) AND ONE TRANSP, MED. TRUCK SQUAD
{PETROLEUM} DURING [8SEPT=250CT, OTHER REQUIREMENTS WITH JUSTIFie
CATION WILL BE FORWARDED TO MACYV SOONEST, ALSO, Will. REQUIRE
EXPANSION OF DONG HA PORT CAPACITY, .AND °UB@TAM11ﬁL DREDGING

CFERAT ION TO KEEP CUA VIET CHANHEL CLEAR DURING MONSOON, ADVISED
THAT QUANG TRI AIRPORT SITE DLLERMINED, AND CGNSTQUCIKON CREWS MOVE
IN TOMORROW,. - .

8o GENERAL WESTMORELAND SAiID:
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As PREPARE CONTIGENCY PLAN TO MARSHALL CARIBOU AIRCRAFT TO AIRe
LIFT A USMC BN INTO KHE SANH WHILE RUNWAY UNDER REPAIR IF NEEDED,
Bo WILL REQUEST AIRLIFT OF SMOKE GENERATING PLATOOR FROM CONUS

.ASAP, WITH REMAINDER OF COMPQ&Y To POLLGW# USARV TG FIND CONPENSe

ATORY SPACES,

PV

Co APPROVED THE ALTERNATE PLAN 1y CONCEPT AND DIRECTED C€G 111 WAF

TO PROCEED, BUT DESIRES MACY STAFF TO REVIEW DETAILS BEFORE

 FINAL APPROVAL OF PLAN.,

{1 WITH RESPECT TO REQUEST OF GEN LAM TO ALTER PLAN BY
MANNING A-4 WITH MARINES VICE ARVN, AUTMORIZED CG Iii MAF TO MAN
A=4 ON INTERIM BASIS, BUT WILL NOT AUTHORIZE CHANGE OF PLAN

PERMANENTLY .

(2) WILL HAVE TO STUDY QDDITIUL SUPPCRT UNITS REQUESTED
BEFORE APPROVING THEM, FOR EXAMPLE, INCQUIRED IF i2 TON ‘TRUCKS
COULD BE USED VICE 2=1/2 AND 5 TON TRUCKS REQUESTED, WAS ADVISED
ROADS AND BRIDGES WOULD BEAR THE TRAFKIC,

D¢ STATED SLFS HOW AVAILABLE TO €6 .I11 NQF FOR OPERATIONS AS

- REGUIRED, (RELEASED FROM HOLD FOR SHERMAN.) .

E, DIRECTED EXPLOJTATION OF EVERY OPPG?TUﬂI!Y FOR TACTICAL
DECEPT I0K DURING CONSTRUCT ION AND -TACT ICAL. OPERATIONS, PARTICUe

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK i29%4 SECRE T SPECAT EACLUSIVE FOR

LARLY AS" REGARDS CLEARED TRACE, ...

Fo DIRECTED DEVELOPMENT OF FOLLOW=ON PLAN AS EKPEPIENCE
INDICATED, INCLUDING SPECIFICS OF HOW WE MIGHT USE ROXS,

G, EXPRESSED INTEREST IN POSSIBILITIES OF DEVELOPING AN
OBSERVAT ION PLATFORM THAT IS %OT FIXED, SUCH. AS HINGED TOWER OR
TELESCOPIC TOWER, VICE A PERMANENT TOWER,

He WILL TASK THE AIR FORCE TO USE COW“QNDO LAVA - IN AHAU VALLEY

;. AT TWUO INTERDICTION AREAS,

I. DESIRES TO KEEP PRESSURE ON ENEWY BY ALL MEANS, CONTINUE
PRIORITY OF B=52 STRIKES T0 IIL MAF, AND SLAM OPERAT IONS RORTH
OF DMZ.

YARM REGARDS
GP=4
BT -
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THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF GENERAL ABRAMS VISIT 70 11I MAFQ
i SEPYEMBER 1987, THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT WASTO PREPARE
HIMSELF OGN DETAILS OF THE DYE MARKER DEVELOPMENTS IN ORDER

TO BE READY TO DISCUSS THEM WITH WES£Y UPCN HIS RETURM FROM
Pels VISIT,

Ge=2 GAVE A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE ENEMY SITUATION IN THE DMZ
INCLUDING ESTIMATE CF ARTILLERY 00B OF 168-1i0 TUBES OF
YARIOUS CALIBERS, FOLLOWED BY A WEATHER BRIEFING SHOWING
THAT NORTHEAST WMONSCON PRECEIPITATION HEAVIEST DURING
SEPTEMBER~ NOVEMBER PERIOD,

BRIEFING BY 8-3 ON ESTIMATE OF CASUALT IES WHICH MIGHT
RESULT FROM OPERAT 10N SHERMAN, ASSUMIREG SOME WINE USMC
BATTALIONS, INCLUDING CNE CO&STRUCTIG% BN, PLUS THREE
ARVN BATTALIONS, BASED ON 29 DAYS OF CONTIMUBHS OPER A<
TI0HS FOR INSTALLATION OF THE SP0S. METHODCLOGY BEGINS

N\

PAGE 2 RUMSAK 1202 S'E C R E T EXCLUSIVE FOR
WITH ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL CASUALTIES FROM OPNS HICKORY AND
BEAU CHARGER TO ESTABLISH BASE OF LOSSES PER Bi DAY,
I 90 BN DAYS LOST (42 KIA 898 WIA TO ESTABLISH BASE OF .85
KIn AND 9,95 WIA PER. BN DAY, MULTIPLIES BASE BY PROJECTED
BN DAYS IN OPM SHERMAN, 260 US BN DAYS PROJECT 451 XIa-
AND 2387 YIA, 87 ARVN BN DAYS PROJECTED AT t/2 RATE TO
COMPENSATE FCR SMALLER® SIZE YIELDS 69 KIA AMND 433 WIA. AN
ADJUSTHENT TC BE MADE FOR ENEMY INCREASED CAPABILITY TO
INFLICT CASUALTIES BY ARTILLERY/ROCKETS/MORTARS. INCOMINE
ROUND IN HICKORY AND BEAU CHARGER AVERAGED 95 PER DAY.
EST IMATED CURRENT CAPABILITY TO AVERAGE 550 ROUNDS PER
DAY DURING OPN SHERMAN. BY MULTIPLYING THE CASUALTIES
INFLICTED BY ART ILLERY/MORTARS/ROCKETS PER BN DAY DURING
HICKORY AND BEAU CHARGER BY A FACTOR OF 2,8, AN ADJUST-
MEWT WAS MADE FOR THE INCREASED CAPABILITY TOTALING US
261 KIA AND 1201 WIAg ARVEN 43 KIA AND 209 WiR. TOTAL

. PROJECTED CASUQLTIES“ US 672 KIA, 3788 WiAs ARVN 112
KiA, 642 Wik, THIS DOES NOGY TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION FACT
THAT SIGHIFICANT NUMNBERS OF PERSONNEL WILL WORK 1IN RELATIVELY
COWCENTRAT ED FORMAT IOHS 1IN IHE OPEN NOR FACT THAT ENEMY

AREERIE RIS TER
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NOW HAS A DEUWGHNSTRATED AIR BURST CAPABILITY.
"~ BRI&F OF THe BASIC CONGCEPTS UF ALTLRMAT: PLAN wHICH
CALLLD FOR &AELY CONSTRUCTION OR IMPROVEMENT OF A=l, -2,
A=3; A=4; C=), C=2, AND C=3 LSSLNTIALLY AS PR:VIOUSLY
FLA&NEDg PLUS ANOTHER BASe ARLA NORTH OF CUA YIET (C©=4),
MACY /JGS ENVISIONED ARVN NANNING A«l,.p=2; A=3, AND A =4
WETH A SATTALION BACH. JGS TO PROVIDi.A&BIIIOUAL BATTA -
LIONS T0 I CORPS, C=! TO CONTAIN RuGIMsiTAL CP, ONE
BATTALION OF ARTILLERY (THRzf BATTARI®S- 185, OM BATTERY
§35%, AND POSSIBLY A RECON COMPANY . I'I HAf Tﬂ FROVIDE

»mQBILn FORGL TMROUGH*OUI ARLA .

GeleRAL LAM 'S DESIRE TO INCLUD: RGY" IN DYE MARKER
AT A LATER DATe FUR INTERNATIONAL FL&UGE WAS DEISCUSSED 6

LOGISTICS PROBLEMS CENTERED AROUND DGHG HA RAWP
CAPABILETY , ARD REQUIRENENT TO BUILD Cid@ AIRFIELD
AT QUANG TRY . THESE WERE DISCUSSED IN.-GROSS TERNS.
LSS NTUALITY OF ADDITIONAL LOGISTIC SUPPBRI AND
CONSTRUCTION FORCES WAS BXPRLSSED » - 7

FOLLOWING IS A GTAILMLNS OF THE ME&SXUN OF ALTERNATE
FLAN AS BRILFED 3

-

PAGL 4 RUMSAK 12082 S & C R E T EXCLUSIVLFOR

- ON ORDLR , CG III MAF WITH FORCLS ASSIGNED , ARD IR
GOGRDINATION WITH CG, I CORPS ARVN , CONDUETS ANTE@
INFILTRATION OPERATIONS IN NORIHL?N GUANG TRI PROVINCE
BAKING MAXINUM USe OF A ShLNSOR AND SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM

'IN SUPPORT OF BATTALION STRONG FOINTS:; AND BATTALION

GOMBAT OPLRATING BASeS LOCATLD ALONG ROUTE S WLSTWARD

TG THE LAOS BORD&R o IN ORDeR TO IMPEDL. ENEMY INFIL =

IRATION 5 DEFLAD FRILNDLY INSTALLATIONS., PROTECT LINES

OF COuMUNICATIONS ; AND DESTROY THE ENEMNY IN ZOHL .

INSTALLS THe ANTI-INFILTRATION SYSTEM- TH._SUCH MANNER

AS TO PROVID: THe OPTION GF FURTHER DEYVELOPMENT OF

THy OBSTACLE SYSTLEN , INCLUDING THE ADDITICNAL BLMPLOY -

N7 OF FUTURe DETECTION DEVICES 1M THE R & PROGRAM,
HeVe ALTERRNATE PLAN COWPLLT2D AHD PREPERED TO BRIEF

WedT¥ ON 85 SePTTEMBLR « MACY STAFF RLPRLSEHTATIVES HERE

T0 AS5I8T AND HbCOMu Fa MALZAR WEITH PLA%m

WARM REGARDS. T g
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CONFIDEUNWTIAL SPLCAT &XCLUCIUL run LTGLE KRULAK TNFO BELH
HeREOLD FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN

A CG ST WARDIV 101645 SeP&7 L \
BoCG FLC 23143Z AUS67 10 ZRD FSR . °

to I HAVE GROWN INCREASINGLY CONCER{iE. OVER THE AVAILASILITY OF

THe 109 SELF PROPELLED HOWITZeR . Wi HAVL BExN AVERAGING 18-11.

GUNS DeADLINED wAGH DAY AT ZRD ARD 4TH LCHELON FOR SOME TImg AND

We ARz ONLY MOLDING OUR OuN WITH TMAT FIGURE . IN ADDITION , THERL

ARE SEVERAL OTHER WeAPOMS DOWN DAILY-AT .24D. LCHELON ., THERL ARb A
VARILTY OF PARTS CAUSING THe DLADLINES WND CG FLC IS IDENTIFYING

AND LXPeDITIRG THESE O A DAILY BASIS. SY SEPARAT nSG HL WILL
REPORT APPROFRIATe DOC HUMBERS , £iC. HE ‘IS ALSO WORKING OM lie 8.
ARMY SQUACES IN <COUNTRY TO PROCURN CRITICAL ITeMS OW AN IS5A BASIS.
2o AT PRESENT THeRe IS ONE REALISTIC ACTION I BelIaVi WE CAN TAKK

TG HbLP THE SITUATION , BY ReF & CG- ST "MARDIV MAS IDuNTIFIED A .
BODIF ICATIGN WHICH mAY SOLVG OUR PROBLE® WITH THE OBTURATOR SPIMDLE .
THIS IS A SuCOND ECHELON PART FOR WHICH IST AND WD mARDIV 'S AND
FLC HAVE ReUISITIGNS I8 THE SYSTalie AT-PRESENT THeRE ARE 5 WEAFONS
DOWd JUST FOR THIS ASSemBLY. BACK IN JULY YOU TURNED DOWN A SInILAR
Re&lsST FROM IST MARDIV 1O mAKE THIS MODIFICATION BUT »Y mXPRRYS TELL
e THAT IT IS PRACTICAL AND CAMN Bk ACGCONPLISHED HeRe IN FLC'S SEOPS.
FRGVIDED A BASIC THREADING TAP IS MANUFAETURED AND fADE AVAILABLE FROR
CHINAWA « T UNDLRSTAND THAT THYS WODIFICATION WILL BOT ALTER The GUN
Tu THe £XTEBT THAT Wi WILL Bk UMABLE 70 USk THE BEYW SPINDLL ASSSMBLIES
UHLW THEY DO ARARIVE . 1 Ab SURL YOUR EXPERTS HAD GOOD RLASOB FOR THE
TURH LOWH sUT Wi Fuil APPROVAL TO RODIFY- 6 GBTURATORS ON AN BXPuRInuWEiL
EASIS WUULD b & WISE mOVE AT THIS TINi.
3¢ WOULD ALSU APPRRCIATE YOUR HELP Ih FXPELITING SPINDLES O REQUISTTIION
08 RuF bo BANY OTHER SPINDLLS AR OW HEL&TQ?T?GM ‘BY BOTH DIVISIONS AKD
FLG o WARN RLGARLS .
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FRut LTGeN GUSHEAN »

1o AN SURE YUU -HAVE nOTICLD THAT THe UQL OF MARIJUANA IS5 W NTIONEDL IN
FAR TOO mANY ADBINISIRATIVE AND DISCIPLINARY KEPORTS ORIGIRATING I

BAR I0e UNITS IN VIeTNAN . THIS HKAS otell OF COHCERN TO ME ., AND WANT YOU
10 be APPRISED OF THe mtASURhs THIS CQHMAMD HAS ALREADY TAKEN TO :
CuuNTer 1T .

2o THeHe HAS pELN A SUBSTANTIAL INCKLASR IV mAR TJUARS TRAFFIC in i
CURPS THIS YuhR . ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT GROWN LOCALLY, IT IS 'SOLD

LGCALLY BOTH IN BULK AND Iu MACHIN: -ROLLED CIGARRITES . MRAJOR GID eFFORT
HAS Beead DeVOTED TO LOCATING THe SOURGR - IT IS CLEARLY A VieT NAMESL
GPRRATIUN , AND THe MOST PROBABLE MELANS OF &NIRY IS BY SYUN COnMERCEéL
“GR MIL!lﬁhY AIR . DUt TU PAST LACK UF GUOPLRATION FROM LOCAL

VipTahe Sy OFFICIALS , Wi HAVE brkl UNABLE TO. IHACL SOURCE LiYORD

LOCAL DISTRIBUTCRS » PHLLhER IT I8 COmMUNIST SPOJSORbD IS STILL A
EATTLR OF CONJ&CTUu&o X

CPAGE Tw( RUMSAK 6i19C O M F I D & N T T AL SPECAT ERCLUSIVE FCR

-ds STRELT VENDORS ARk USUALLY WwOwmuN AND CHILDREN . APPETITES AR
TeASeD BY TOSSING CIGARETTES ON PASSING TRUCKS CARRYING TROOPS »
VEADURS ARk FOUND AT QLMOST pVeRY PLABL wHERE AﬁﬁRICAN SERVICEREN CAN
B CONTACTED . PRICES HAaVn ‘CRLAS&L FRDH 12 T0 506 PIASTReS PR CIGARREIT
WaR THE PAST Foeb MONTHS o

49 DU TO INCREASeD CID ACTIUITY, THt EOLLO%ING NUanH OF CASLES
INVOLVING mARIJUANA WiRe INVESTIGATLR.:.

19606 N()V“l; DeC o"fy 19673 JAN "&@9 Frb o‘léy tiAR e°329 APR 0"189

EAY o163 JUN o=175 ol =353 AUG e=10 SINCL 1 JANUARY 17 wEN HAVE Bebd -
CUNVICTLD OF MARIJUANA OFFanSeS BY GedERAL COURT <MARTIAL ¢ 6 BY SPCw 3
2 bY SCM3 S GWC PelNDING ol tieDeVAG Y 4 CID IHVESTIGATIONS 1IN PROGRESS o
THe NURBLR OF PLRSUNS PROCLSSeD FOR DISCHARGE BY ﬁDhINISTRATIUh [EANS
IS LaXNUEN 3 BUT AT LEAST 4 ARe PetiDING .

5¢ THe SUndeCT WAS & JCC AGENDA ITeW IN-JULY AND SEPTEMBER » THE »AYOR
UF DANANG ATTeNDeD THe JULY obbeTIdG. FURTHeR DN & SEPTERBER IIL wAF
REPRESLNTATIVES MeT WITH THe wAYOR AND VARIOUS VIeTHAMESE LAY
LNFORCRMENT AGENCIRS AND THEY AGResD TO COOPuKATE FULLY WITH NILITARY
LFFORTS 10 STAMP OUT MARYLUANA TRAFFIC o APPREHENSION AND PROSmCUTION
OF VInThAMESe PUSHERS AND DISTRIBUTeRS ‘WAS FORCLFULLY DIRECTD BY ®mAYOR
CUUNG o mARINe CID AP PuRSOMNARL. UERL AUTHOFIZLD TO APPFREHEND
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CONFIDENTTI AL SPECAT EXCLUSiUE FOR MGEN HOCHMUTH AWND -
, ROBERTSON FM LTGEN CUSHMAN
ANALYSIS OF PATROL ACTIONS BY REGULAR RIFLE UNITS- FIRE
TEAM AND SQUAD HAS CORVINCED ME THAY REFRESMER INSTRUCIION IS
REQUIRED IN THIS ART . TOO MANY PATROLS HAVE BECOME PERFUNCTORY
HIKES , WITH EXCESSIVE“CASUALTIES FROM INATTENTION AND LACK OF
SKILL , AND RESULTANT FAILURE TO GBTALN INFORMATIOR AND /OR INFLICT
@S“ALLIES DEPENDING UPON HMISSION., WE ARE PARTICULARLY POOR 1IN
CAINING AWD MAINTAINING CONTACT, IN LOCATING AND DETERMINING SIZE
t8D POSITIONS OF ENEMY,. STEALTH, PATIENCE AND OBSERVATION HAVE
EZEN MISSING FROM OUR PATROL WORK. ‘

1 YOULD LIKE APPROPRIATE SCHOOL AND TRAINING TO BE HELD OW
AP 8, PATROLLING , OF FHFIM 6=5, THE MARINE .RIFLE SQUAD . 1

232

%?A A(2Y¢A) AND (B). IF WE DD NOTHING ELSE BUTAENGRAVE THAY

4GE 2 RUMSAK 11283 CON F I D ENT I A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE .
FLAMING LETTERS ON THE BRAIN OF EVERY RIFLEMAN, FIRE TEAM AND
JUAD LEADER, AND PLATOCN LEADER = WE VWILL HAVE TAKEN A GIGANTIC

%BEE

™
-
°

I QUOTE: {A) MOVE BY BOUNDS, HALT LISTEN, OnSERUE TﬁEV MOVE
AIN, (B) LOOK FOR THE NERT SPOT BEFOQE LEAVING THE CONCEALMENT
ONE POSITION. AND SO ON. THE ENTIRE CHAPTER IS5 A MUST FOR
ATOON LEADERS AND THEIR MEN. _

WARM RECARDS.,
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le THE CUA VIET CH %Nmmi ON THE HOUTH OF THE SOHE THACH HAN

FLAYS & VITAL ROLE IN SUPPORT OF DYE WARKER .OPERATIONS AND

THE FLANNED &UANG TRI ALTERNATE AIRFIELD SINCE THE NAJORITY

OF MATERIALS IN SUPPORT OF THESE OPERATIONS KUST PASS :

THROUGH THIS CHANNEL FOR OFF-LOADING AT DONG HA. CONSIDERA-

BLE DIFFICULTY KRS BFLN EXPER IENCED DURING PREVICQUS MONSOON

DRLDGFNC BPEE TI0NS IN THAT THE CHANMEL SILTIED UP AS FAST &5
DREDGED QUT. SINILAR DIFFICULTIES ARE ANTICIPATED THIS

MONSOON SLASOM. : 3

2. BY REF A, OICC RVN VOLUNTEERE D TO DEVELOP PROGRAM FOR

ADVANCE FLAV ING OF DREDGIRG u" UIREMENIS. BY REF B,

83 2551286

e

FagE 2 HENEGAK l@us CONTF

F?Q?L“blﬂﬁéL ADVICE WaS REGUESTED iN Qq TC TOTAL
EQUIREMENTS FOR DRE DGLNUQ LXPLC*Lj tIM EDGE WILL BE

NE&DED T0 COMMEMNCE GPERATIONSG, DURATION OF DR“DGI&G &Y

ESTIMATED COST.

30 CONTINUGUS OFERATION OF DONG HAa PORT FacCILITIES At

MAXINUM CAPACITY OF BXATRENE IMPORTANCE IN ACCONMNPLISHEENT

OF DYE MARKER AND QUANG TRI PROJECTS. ANY DEGRADATION OF THIS

ALREADY MINIMAL CAFARILITY WILL SERIOQUSLY JEOQPARDIZE THE

SUCCESS OF THESE HIGHLY IMPORTANT PROJECTS. I DESIRE

THAT Y0OU BE FULLY &WARE OF THE URGENDY OF THIg PROBLEM

SINCE IT IS CRITICAL T0 MY FUTURE CFERATIONS AMD WILL

BE ON THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUGSED WITH GEN WESTMORELAND

DIRING TOMMORROW'S CONFERENCE AT III MAF HEADLIAR aﬂa@

YARKM REGARDS,

t-s
G
rJ;
—n &3
ﬁ =y

L EXCLUSIVE
RV
W

-y

NN

N

EP=4
BT
111 MAF 2100/1 (REV. 11-66) copPY___V¥ ‘ OF. 1COPIES CONFI DENTIAL
c6 AFC cs DC/s G-1 G2 G4 G5 COMPT, CHAP. CEo
cis PROTOCOL PMO

coc DENT. 0. EmMB. ENGR. FD. SERV, HQ. COMDT. INSP, LEGAL MTO POSTAL

PSY, OPS.
e .

DECLASSIFIED

|Fae |

Bk




’

af

DECLASSIFIED

el Ag2

» R N 3
o MON SEPTFMBER<;967
GRTDINAT O ;_‘QGil|!LMAF o

HAS BEEN SENT

ey

~ o
L GOP \-n
~ ',)L'rxr.-‘ .

. ‘AI' R
S M

i
EauE) OB

e

. CG_LVI MAF

DATE MCHTH 11¢41¢z SEP67

DECLASSIFIED

[




DECLASSIFIED

.(f P 1|113<Z TFF-1 L T
FUGEN ABRAMS DEP comuchcv SAIGON ' . ’\PQ
T0 LTE CUSHMAN €6 III . 7 ' SE
2B S
‘S EE€RET MAC 8586 EYES ONLY
I WAS VERY IMPRESSED WITH THE ENERGY AND THOUGHT THAT
YOU AND YOUR STAFF ARE GIVING TO THE ALTERNATE PLAN DURING
MY VISIT. I WAS ALSO IMPRESSED WITH THE MAGNITUDE OF THE
LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS WHICH FACE ALL OF US.
IT OCCURRED TO ME THAT IT MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IF WE
WERE TO SEND A SMALL TEAM OF MACV STAFF OFFICERS (PROBABLY
J-~3, J-4, AND CONSTUCTION) TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS IN THE VERY
NEAR FUTURE TO ENABLE EACH OF US TO STAY AHEAD OF THE POWER
CURVE. THIS TEAM COULD ASSIST YOUR STAFF BY PROVIDING
INFORMATION AS TO WHAT THE CAPABILITIES ARE FROM THIS END.
IN ADDITION, THEY COULD BE WELL READ INTO YOUR THINKING IN
ORDER TO ASSIST GENERAL WESTMORELAND IN ARRIVING AT A TIMELY
DECISION ONCE YOUR PLAN ARRIVES HERE,
IF YOU CONCUR, I SUGGEST YOU LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU THINK
YOUR PLANS WILL BE SUFFICIENTLY FAR ADVANCED FOR THE GROUP
TO BE OF ASSISTANCE AND I WILL DISPATCH THEM IMMEDIATELY.
WARM REGARDS.

NOTE: DELIVER OPENING DUTY HOURS
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£ SMALL TEAN OF MACV STAFF OFFICERS TO ADVISE MY PLAKNING STAFF ON
MACY CAPABILITIES AND TO CONVEY OUR THINKING TO GEN WESTMORELAND AS
HE REVIEWS OUR PLAN SHOULD PROVE MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL.

RECOMMEND 12 SEFTEMBER AS ARRIVAL DATE. FLEASE ADVISE NAMES, GRADES
AND ARRIVAL TIME QF TEAM. BEST REGARDS.
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SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL WESTMORELAND FROM LGEN CUSHMAN

Ao COMNAVFORV REP DANANG @20834Z SEP &7

B, COMUSMACY B18115Z SEP 67
. lo THE SONG CAU DO BRIDGE ON RVN NATIONAL RTE 18 APPROX THREE
Kt SOUTH OF DANANG AB WAS DAMAGED BY ENENMY ACTION AND IS UNUSABLE.
BRIDGE PIER DESTROYED AND END OF TyO SPANS DROPPED INTO RIVER
SIMILAR TO DAMAGE INCURRED AT NAM O, THIS BRIDGE IS A VITAL ARTERIAL
LINK BEING USED AS THE NORTH SOUTH MSR THROUGH DANANG TO MAINTAILM
TACTICAL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT OF II1 MAF, RD EFFORT AND ASSIST
I THE RESTORATION OF THE NAT IONAL EcONOMY. OF RVN, A FLOATING
BRIDGE HAS BEEN INSTALLED BUT CANNOT BE COUNTED ON TO REMAIN
DURING THE MONSOON SEASON.
2e THE REPAIR OF TH1S BRIDGE 1S BEYOND THE AVAILABLE CAPABItITY
OF MY FORCE ENGINEERS AND SUPPORTING CB- UNITS, HOWEVER, THE 0ICC
CONTRACTOR HAS DETERMINED HE. HAS THE- CAPABILITY TO REPAIR

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 8387 C O N F I D ENT I AL :SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
BRIDGE AND EST IMATES IT VWILL TAKE APPROX FOUR MONTHS INCLUDING
ONE MONTH DESIGN AFTER DECISION AND AUTH OICC TO INITIATE
DESIGN AND -PLANNING, ESTIMATED COST BY CONTRQCTOR AS REPORTED
REF A, 350.THOU.

30 IR KEEPING WITH YOUR ANNOUNGCED PDLICY CONTAINED REF B THAT
ALL BRIDGES DAMAGED OR DESTROYED ALONG PRINCIPAL LOG 'S AND
ALTERNATE ROUIES BE REPAIRED OR REPLACED AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS
POSSIBLE, YOUR ASSISTANCE IS REGQUESTED 1IN OBTAINING NECESSARY
FUNDS EARLIEST . I AM PRESENTLY STRAPPED O MILITARY CONSTRUCT 10N
EFFORT AND CONSIDER THE REPAIRS MUST BE A CONTRACTOR PROJECT .
CONTRACTOR HMAS STATED THAT HE CAN START ON 3 0CT,

4, YOUR ASSISTANCE IS OBTAINING FUNDING EARLIEST IS REQUESTEDo
WARN REGARDS, . !
GPn s -
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