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TOPSE C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN WESTMORELAND
FROM LTGEN CUSHWAN NOFORN FD SECTION ONE OF TWO ‘
1o IN RESPONSE TO YOUR REQ TO MGEN NICKEBSOH DURING RECENT CHDRS
CONFERENCE, THE FOLLOWING IS WY EVALUATIO“ OF THE BELOB LISTED '
VNAF OFFICERSS ,
cG, I CORPS . | LTGEH LAM . o EXCELLENT
LTGEN LAM POSSESSES THE PROFE?SION&L MILITARY COMPETENCE, THE
LEADERSHIP ABILITY, THE CAPACITY FOR CLEAR AND INCISIVE THINKING,
THE PROPER COMBINATIQN OF FINESSE aMD FIRMUESS, aMd THE REPUT A~
TION FOR HOBESTY AND FAIR DEALING TO BE HIGHLY EFFECTlUE AS A
CORPS COMMANDER., - .
C/S; 1 CORPS COL NGHI S . EXCELLEWT
A MOST COMPETENT AND EFFECTIVE SIAFF OFFICER, HE EXERCISES SOUND
- JUDGMENT AND TAKES DECISIVE ACTIDN% EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH
U ° OFFICIALSO . v . L ‘
CGy IST ARVN DIV BGEN NGO QUANG TRUONG - EXCELLENT

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2572 T O PS E C R E I SP:CAI EXCLUSIVL FOR ﬂOFDRﬂ
AN AGGRESSIVE, SQUND TACTICIAN WHO READILY EXPLOITS TACTICAL -
ADVANTAGES, HE EXCELLED INM HANDLING THE BUDDHIST DEMONSTRATIONS
IN HUE LAST YEAR, DRAWS FREQUENT PRRISE FROM ushMc am ysa -
OFFICERS, A TOP NOTCH COMMANDER &

C0, IST ARVHN REGT LTCOL VO HUE HANH . SATISFACTORY

HARH IS THE WEAKEST OF THE TIREE REGT CMDRS IR IST ARVN DIVe 5 ;.
SOME REPORTED OPERATIONAL FAILINGS. WANH DOES NOT VISIT 1ST ARVE ..

DIV HEADQUARTERS IN HUE VERY OFIEN. HE HAS A MEDIOCRE REPUTA-
TION, BUT IS NOT INCOMPETENT, PRESERT PASSIVE ROLE OF REGT HA:
TENDED TO ADVERSELY EFFECT REGT AND MANH,

CO, ISTBN, 1ST ARVN REGT CAPT VINH D&C SATISFACIORY

CO, 2NDBN, IST ARVN REGT fAJ NGUYEN THANH HOANH SATISFACTORY

CO, 3RDBH, (ST ARVN REGT CAPT TRAN VAN HANH RELIEVE
. SHOULD BE RELIEVED DUE TO HIS OBVIUUS LACK OF LEADERSHIP AN
COMMAND ABILITY. THIS BATTALIOY WAS RATED COMBAT INEFFECTIVE
I AUGUST BY THE DONG DA NATIONAL - TRAINING CENTER, THE KEY
REASON FOR THIS POOR STATE OF READINESS HAS BEEN AWD IS HIS
FATLURE TO PROVIDE GQUIDANCE TO HIS OFFICERS AHD NCO°S, HiS
INABILITY TO MAXE DECISIONS AND HIS FAILURE T0 ALLOW
SUBORD INATES TO EXERCISE THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES.
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PAGE THREE RUMSAK 2572 T O P S E CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR NOFORM .
CO, 4THBN, IST ARVE REGT CAP LE HANK ~ - SATISFACTORY
CO, 2¥D ARVM REGT MAJ V0 VAW GIAT EXCELLENT
MAJOR GIAI ARD HIS REGT HAVE BEST REPUTATION IN IST .ARVN DiVe
HiS REGT ALYAYS SEEMS TO BE USED FOR TOUGH JOBS. HMAJOR GIAl IS
OFTEN THE SUBJECT OF PRAISE BY USMC OFFICERS., AN IMPRESSIVE .
OFFICER WITH & GOOD COMWAND OF ENGLISH. WORKS WELL ON COHBINED
OPNS WITH Ue So FORCES. . .
GO, 1STBN, 28D ARVN REGT  CAPT HUYNM-NGOC CHAC  EXCELLENT v

4
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CO, 2NDBN, 2KD. ARVN REGT CAPT HA THUC GIAC EXCELLENT S
C0, 3RDBN, 28D ARVN REGT CAPT NGUYEN. HUU THONG  EXCELLENT o
0O, 4THBN, 2ND ARYN REGT CAFPT VU VAN .PHAD SATISFACIORY
€0, 3RD ARVH REGT LTCOL PHAN 84 -HOA EXCELLENT

LTCOL HOA IS A HIGHLY COMPETENT TACTICTIAN AND ADRINISTRATOR.
UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP HIS REGT 1S ROTED FOR .ITS MILITARY COURTESY

- &ND LOYW DESERTION RATE. TRAINED UN U. So IN 1963. VERY FAMILIAR

" WITH HIS AREA OF OPERAYION. TOOK COMMAND AFTER FORMER RECT €0

WAS KILLED IN HIS COMPOUND DURING VC ATTACK,.

CO, 1STBN, 3R’D ARVN REGI CAPT PHAN NGOC LUONG - EXCELLENT

€O, 20DBH, 3RD ARVE REGT  MAJ PHAMN DAN.DINH EXCELLENT

CO, 3RDBN, 3RD ARVN REGT  CAPT NGUYEH VAN .NGHIA  EXCELLENY

e

" PAGE FOUR RUMSAX #5732 T O PS ECR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FCR WOFORWN
CO, ATHBN, 3RD ARVN REGT NGUYEW . HUU LU - SATISFACTORY
COMMANDER , QUANG DA SPECIAL ZOMNE LTCOL NGUYES DUY HINH EXCELLERT
Has DEMONSTRATED HIS MILITARY GDMP@TEECE IH HAaNY UNILATERAL
OPERATIONS, HMIS TRAINING IN SEVERAL U. 5. MILITARY SCHOOLS IN
CONys IS REFLECTED BY MIS EXCELLENT PROFESSIOHAL ABILITY I¥ BOTH
OPERAT IONAL AND LOGISTICAL PLANNING AfND EXECUTION.

COg 51ST ARVN REGY LTCOL TRUONG TAN THUC  SATISFACIORY

- & COMPETENT MILITARY COMMAMDER.WHOSE REGT HAS MADE SUBSTANTIAL

PROGRESS 1IN THE HUNG QUANG CAMPAIGN. .DEDICATED PROFESSIOHAL
- SOLDIER WHO IS VERY PROUD OF HIS UNIT” AMD ITS ACCOMPLISHMERTS.

COQ 1STBN, 51ST ARVHN REGT MAg HUOHG = - SATISFACTORY
"GRADUATE OF THEIR MILITARY SCHOOL . KNOWLEDGEABLE IN MILITARY
SUBJECTS. .GIVES IMPRESSION OF BEING 4-STRICT DISCIPLINARIAN,
HAS SERVED AS COMPANY COHWﬂﬂDER BN S=4, BN GO, REGT XCo

CO, Z2NDBN, 31ST ARV® REGT CAPT HGUYEN RUONG EXCELLENT .
CO, 3RDBN, 51ST ARVN REGT CAPT TRAN PHUOC XANG SATISFACTORY
CO, 4THBR, 51ST ARVH REGT CaAPT VUONG -GA THUAN EXCELLERNT
CO0, 3STH RF BATTALION CAPT NGUYEH HUU THaNH RELIEVE

A COMPLETE FAILURE AS A COMMANDER .- HE HAS PROVED TO BE DYSHONEST
~ AND HIS ACTIONS ARE COWARDLY. ON NUMEROUS OGCCASIONS QHEN IT WAS
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PAGE .FIVE RUMSAK @570 T O P S E CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR ROFORW
POSSIBLE FOR THE ADVISORY TEAM TO OBTAIN MATERIAL SUCH AS LUMBER
. AND SANDBAGS TO BOLSTER THE DEFENSIVE-POSITIONS OF THE URITS, _
INCLUD ING THE ©P COMPOUND, THE INDIVIDUAL STOLE THE WMATERIAL AtD-
USED IT FOR HIS Owd HOME LOCATED IN THE BATTALION REAR AREA. HE
HAS MEVER ACCOMPANIED HIS HEADQUARTERS .ON OPERATIONS, HE HAS
SELDOM IF EVER SPENT A SINGLE NIGHT .AT "HIS CP CONMPOUND , URTIL '
RECENTILY WHEN THE CC CF THE 5IST #RVN REGT ORDERED HIM 70 LOCATE
" HIMSELF WITH HIS BH AT NIGHT. EVEN NGW ME RARELY SPENDS THE RIGHT
WITH HIS TROOPS. THIS INDIVIDUAL CANNOT BE TRUSTED BECAUSE OF HIS
SELFISHNESS, LACK OF LEADERSHIP AND BASIC DISHORESTY. OHLY AR
ABLE STAFF IS HOLDING THIS BN TOGETHER. ' : , -
CGy, 2ND ARVN DIV - COL NGUYEN-VAN TOAN EXCELLENT
AY EXCEPTIONALY CAPABLE MILITARY COMMWANDIR WHO HAS AN EXCELLENT
- KNOWLEDGE OF TACTICS, EMPLOYS HIS FORCES EFFECTIVELY, AND KNOWS
" THROUSGHLY THE CAPABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS OF EACH OF HIS DIV
UNITS. BASED ON THE LATTER, HE ASSIGNS t1ISSIONS AND TASKS ACCORD-
INGLY, IcEc., THE TOUGHEST ASSIGNNMENT TO THE BEST UNITS. HE IS
PERSOBALLY BRAVE AND STAYS WITH HIS UNITS IN BATTLE WHEN NECESSARY
TO. INFLUERCE THE SITUATION, ONE OF THE BEST COMMANDERS IN I CORPS.
C/5, ZND ARVH DIV 'LTCOL 'PHAN. CAO DONG -+ EXCGELLENT

-~

AN

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 6572 T O P S EC R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR HOFOR®

CO, ATH ARVN REGT  LTCOL LA ~ SATISFASTORY

CO, ISTBN, 4TH ARVN REGT - "CAPT XHANH SATISFACTORY

CO, 2MDBN, ATH ARVN REGT - CAPT MOA- EXCELLEWT

CO, 3RDBN, 4TH ARVE REGT  CAPT THUAN EXCELLENT

CO, 4THBN, 4TH ARVE REGT  MAJ HOI - SATISFACTORY

€0, 5TH ARVN REGT LTCOL HGHTA - SATISFACTORY

C0, 1STBN, STH ARVN REGT  MAJ DY -~ SATISFACTORY .o -
CO, 24DBN, 5TH #RVN REGT CAPT E = SATISFACTIORY .
CO, ZRDBH, 5TH ARVN REGT  MAJ CHANH . SATISFACIORY

CO, &THBN, 5TH ARVN REGT  AJ LAR ” SATISFACIORY

€O, 6TH ARVN REGT LTCOL THANG = EXCEL LENT

O, 1STBE, 6TH ARVN REGT  MAJ THIET RELIEVE

CONSIDERED 70 BE AN INEFFECTIVE LEADER, AND HABITUALLY FPRODUCES
UNSAT ISFACTORY RESULTS. HE WAS RECENTLY TRANSFERRED FROM 2/4 BN,
WHICH ME COMMANDED 1IN AN UNSATISFACTORY MANNER. SINCE THIS CHARGE
OF COMMAND OCCURRED, 274 BH HAS STEADILY IMPROVED, AND (/6 BN HAS
DETERIORATED, THIS INDIVIDUAL DISPLAYS N0 XNITIATIVE, 1S IR~
DECISIVE, AND HAS AN EXTREME RELUCTANCE TO CLOSE WITH THE ENEMYe

CO0, 2NDBN, 6TH ARVE REGI CAPT PRU EXCELLENT
€0, 3RDBN, 6TH ARVN REGT MAS NGHIN EXCELLENT
BT : : . -
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gg RUMSAW/COMUSMACY ~
TOPSEGCRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEW VESTMORELAMD
FROM LTGEN GUSHMAN NOFORN, FINAL SECTION OF TWO

COy 4ATHBHN, 6TH ARVHN REGT MaJ SOAN SATISFACTORY
CO, 1ST RANGER GROUF MAJ NGUYEH .yAN HIEP SATISFACIORY
CO, 21ST RANGER BN CAPT VANG - EXCELLENT
€0, 37TH RANGER BN - CAPT VUNG : SATISFACIORY
CO, 39TH RANGER BN CAPT CHUOC SATISFACTORY
CO, ATH ARMORED CAVALRY LTCOL PHAN-HOA HIEP SATISFACTORY
CO, 7TR ARMORED CAVALRY CAPT DO KHAC QUE . EXCELLENT
COy 11TH ARTILLERY : MAd LE THUONG SATISFACTORY
C/S, QUANG DA SPECIAL ZONE, MAJ NINH ' EXCELLENT

THIS OFFICER 1S WELL-QUALIFIED AND GOMPETENT AND HAS AN ESTAB~

LISHED AND COORDINATED STAFF THAT ENJOYS AN EXCELLENT REPUTATION.
PROVINCE CHIEF, QUANG NAM PROVIHNCE, LTCOL TI# EXCELLERT ‘

CONSIDERED TO BE AN EXGELLENT ADMINISTRATOR AND A GOOD LEADERe

HE IS HIGHLY DEDICATED AND A HIGHLY QEGARDED PROFESSICNAL

~"'

t

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 8571 T O P S ECR E T SPEGAT EXCLUSIVE FOR HNCFORN
SOLDIER WHO 1S RESPECTED BY NANY OFFICEPSo'
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TOPSECRET SPEGAT EKCLUSIVE FG? LTGEN
CUSHMAN, MARINE CORPS EYES OWNLY. .

lo ON 4 OCT WESTY AND I DISCUSSED ENEMY SIT AND AGREED ¢

~A) BULK OF FORCE I¥ CON THIEN - GIO LIMH AREA HAS BEEN HIRT
AND HAS RETREATED FOR THE TIME BEING,

AlB)NgRINLIPAL THREAY 1IN HORTH AT FREaFHT 1S ENEMY IN BASE &REAS
131 A 114,

2o DECISION REACKED AND IN WHICH I COMCURRVD WAS AS FOLLOWSS '
HOLD IN ABEYANCE MOVEMENT OF REMAINDER " §ST AIR CAV DIV COMMITMENT
(COMMARD HQS AND TWO BRIGADES OF TWO BNS EACHY. 3D BDE IS
ALREADY IN COMBAT IN QUE SON = THANG BINiH~ NUI LOG SON AREA.

15T AIR CAV PREPARED TO EXECUTE MOVENENT, REMAINING UNITS LATER

IF ENEMY SIT REQUIRES ITg RETAIN-1/13] FOR NEXT 2 MONTHS AT WHICH
TIME 198 BDE WILL BE COMBAT READY. I ANNOUMCED MY PLAN TO COMUCT
OPERATIONS INTO i21 AND 134 SEQUENTIALLY AND ASAP3 TO COMDUCT
OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS AGAINST SPECIFIC tNEﬁY FORMATIONS IV CON-

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2523 T 0 P S E CR E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
THIER - GIO LINH AREA il ORDER I0 DEFEAT- IN DETAIL , MEANWHILE
KEEPING FIRE POWER PRESSURE ON EMEMYg' AND TO CONTINUE THE
OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE 20 NVA D1V, -

3. I ALSO TOLD WESTY. OF MY DISSATISFAGTION WITH OPERATION -
NEUTRALIZE AND THAT I WOULD SEND HIM A MES SAGE SHORTLY e

WARM REGARDS
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SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN KRULAK FROM LGEN CUS

PERSONNEL SITUAT ION g CUSHUAN

lo I CONSIDER THAT THE PERSONNEL SITUATION IN BOTH DIVISIONS IS
BECOMING SERIOUS. IN DISCUSSION WITH COMMANDERS I GET THE IMPRESSION
THAT CASUALTY PREDICTIONS USED AS BASIS FOR REPLACEMENT PROJECTIONS
MAY BE UNREALISTIC. AT THE CURRENT CASUALTY RATE IT SEEMS THAT
PROJECTED INPUT WILL NOT SATISFY AUTHORIZED MANNING LEVELS.

CASUALTY FREDICT IONS APPEAR TO BE BASED ON KIA AND WIA EVACUATED OUT OF
COUNTRY WHICH ARE NOW TOGETHER AVERAGING ABOUT 862 PER MONTH FOR

THE FORCE. ALTHOUGH THERE MAY BE A LAG INVOLVED IN REPORTING AND
REFLECTING INTO THE PERSONNEL ACCOUNTING SYSTEM, THESE LOSSES ARE
CLEAR. OTHER LOSSES TO THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE FORCE ARE THE WIA
WHO ARE IN HOSPITALS PLUS THE VARIOUS ADDITIONAL CATEGORIES OF NON
EFFECTIVES WHICH TOGETHER HAVE BEEN RUNNING ABOUT 4,888 DAILY,

THIS IS WELL=ABOVE THE PLANNED 3508, :

2o DURING THE PAST THREE MONTHS THRU 21 SEFTEMBER HOSTILE CASUALTY

N\

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 9224 SE C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
STATISTICS FOR OFFICER AND ENLISTED OF THE FOKCE ARE AS FOLLOWS:
ADM  RETD
KIa WIA HOSP DUTY EVAC
JUL 382 2216 995 585 696
AUG 179 1968 792 . 413 408
. SEP 291 2665 1159 396 708
/)y THIS INDICATES, AS WE HAVE KNOWN FOR SOME TIME, THAT AT LEAST ONE-
= HALF OF ALL WIA ARE RETWRNED TO DUTY WITHOUT HOSPITALIZATION,
7/ ALTHOUGH NOT HOSPITALIZED MANY ARE TREATED AND ARE NON-EFFECTIVES
'FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME. THOSE HOSPITALIZED AND NOT EVACUATED ARE
EST IMATED TO BE NON-EFFECTIVE FOR A PERIOD IN EXCESS OF 20 DAYS,
3. COMPOUNDING THE PROBLEM IS THE INCKEASED NUMBER OF MARINES, TAD
FROM THE DIVISIONS TO THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM, INCREASING INPETUS

NN

AAAARRNRRRNNNNNN-,

y ON ENLARGING THE CAP HAS CAUSED ADDIT IONAL DRAY ON DIVISIONS FOR :
y PERSONNEL SUPPORT IN EXCESS OF THE CUKRENTLY AUTHORIZED MANNING LEVEL
ESTABLISHED FOR INPUT TO THE CAP. FOR EXAMPLE, IST MARDIV MANNING -

4/, LEVEL WAS INCREASED BY 682, CURRENTLY, 15. OFFICERS AND 775 ENLISTED
ARE BEING PROVIDED THE CAP FROM 1ST MARDIV. THE 3D DIVISION MANNING

/y LEVEL WAS INCREASED BY 365, CURRENTLY, & OFFICERS AND 459 ENLISTED
ARE S0 ENGAGED. SIMILA?LX4MBUIﬁIﬁwA~LESSERM§E€RifﬁTﬂE FLC AND THIS
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MAJOR UNITS,
PROVIDE THE DATA.
Ce PERMIT DROPPING FROM THE ROLLS OF UNITS THOSE PERSONNEL WHO,
VHEN ADMITTED TO THE HOSPITAL, ARE NEDICALLY EVALUATED TO0 BE

HIMAF 2100/2 (REV. 11-66)

PAGE- THREE RUMSAK 9224 S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
HQ ARE ALSO PROVIDING INPUT TO THE CAP.
4, NONAVAILABILITY OF ADDITIONAL MARINES FOR THE CAP UNTIL 3RD QTR
FY 68 SEEMS INCONGROUS WITH THE GUAL TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF CAP
PLATOONS DURING THE REMAINDER OF CY 67,
PERSONNEL WE CANNOT CONTINUE TO DEPLETE THE UNITS FOR INPUT TO THE
CAP; NOR CAN WE RISK HAVING CAP°®S UNDER STRENGTH.
2o IN SUMMARY, THE SYSTEM FOR PROJECTING LOSSES AND GAINS DOES NOT
APPEAR TO INCLUDE ONGOING CASUALTIESe WITH THE COMMITMENTS IMPOSED

ON THE DIVISIONS FOR THE CAP COUPLED WITH THE AVERAGE NON-EFFECTIVES,
THE TRUE ON BOARD EFFECTIVE STRENGIH OF THE UNITS IS PRECARIOUSLY
LOW IN LIGHT OF CURRENT AND PROJECTED OPERATIONS.

6¢ THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDAT IONS ARE SUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION:

Ao RECOMMEND TO CMC THAT THE MONTHLY PLANNED INPUT FACTOR TO
WESTPAC GROUND FORCES BE INCREASED TO COMPENSATE FOR THE INCREASED
CASUALTY LOSSES AND ADDITIONAL TASKS.
Bo FMFPAC APPLY A MORE REALISTIC CASUALTY PREDICTION FOR INPUT TO
KNOUN CASUALTY DATA FROM OPERATIONS REPORTS MAY

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK B224 S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

EVACUATED WITHIN A FEW DAYS. (ABQUT 35 PER CENT OF THOSE HOSPITALIZED
WILL BE EVACUATED). FURTHER, THAT THESE PERSONNEL BE TRANSFERED TO
CAMP BUTLER AND FOR PROGRAM 4 REPORTING BE CARKIED TAD IN-COUNTRY

UNT IL EVACUATED.
Do EXPEDITE ARRANGEMENT OF RUC FOR CAG HEADQUARTERS TO ENABLE
JOINING OF CURRENT TAD PERSONNEL FROM MAJOR COMMANDS.
WARM REGARDS.
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CONFIDENTIAL SPECAT EXCLUS!VE FOR LTGEN KRULAK FROM
LTGEN CUSHMAN,

le IN REPLY TO CMC 282323Z SEP (WD '

THE CORRESPONDENT VISITED GIQ LINH DURING THE PERIOD 1209-1630
ON 22 SEPT, HE WAS FLOWN IN AND OUT BY HELICOPTER FROM DONG HA.
DURING THE PERIOD '15-19 SEP THE DONG HAEFIO LINH AREA RECEIVED
27 INCHES OF RAIN,

2. SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON NEWSPAPER ‘ARTICLE ARE .AS FOLLOWS®:
ITEM="GI0 LINH GETS A JOB IT WASN'T DESIGNED FOR,™

COMMENT -GI0 LINH IS A COMBAT OUTPOST.ESTABLISHED FEBRUARY 1967,
IT HAS IN THE PAST AND STILL IS ACCOMPLISHING IT°*S MISSION AS
74 FORWARD FIRE SUPPORT BASE AND ANTISINFILTRATION STRONGPOINTe
ITEM-"1T*S POORLY CONSTRUCTED BUNKERS ARE COLLAPSING UNDER THE
IMPACT OF TORRENTIAL RAINS AND "HEAVY GUNFIRE FROM THE NORTH."
COMMENT-TRUE IN PART. THE BUNKERS HE REFERS TO ARE THE ONES
CONSTRUCTED ON THE PERIMETER AND THEY‘ARE NADE OF SAND BAGS

.._r
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PAGE TWO RUMSAK 223 C O N F I D E 8°T 1 A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FILLED WITH CLAY. FIFTEEN OF APPROXIMATELY 82-97 OF THESE

BUNKERS REINFORCED WITH TIMBER, CONSTRUCTED BY THE
ENGINEERS, WITHIN THE ?ERIMETER RESISTED" THE RAINe PRE=-CAST
/’AND REINFORCED CONCRETE BUNKERS wOULD . BE 'PREFERABLE AND WERE
A’REGOMMENDED DURING EARLY DYE MARKER PLANNING.

ITEM="THE RAINS HAVE CUT THE ONE ROAD LEADING TO THE SOUTH."
COMMENT~ DURING THE' PERIOD OF THE HEAVY RAINS THE ROAD WAS
# UNDER WATER FOR A PERIOD OF APPROXIMATELY 5 DAYS. THE

/ROAD WAS OPEN AGAIN ON 22 SEPT AND IS OPEN NOW.

# ITEM=-"BUT EVEN WHEN THE ROAD IS OPEN, CONVOYS WERE MINED AND
,AggUSHED REGULARLY ON THE SEVEN-MILE DASH TO THE AIR BASE AT
4D G HA.

“COMMENT ~-THERE HAVE BEEN "OCCASIONAL" RMBHSHES AND MINE .

" INSTANCES., THE ROAD IS SUCH THAT IT IS PMPOSSIBLE TO DASH

TO DONG HA., THE MAXIMUM SPEED IS 25 MPH. AT PRESENT ARVN
FORCES ARE PROVIDING SECURITY ALONG RTE NR 1 FROM DONG HA TO
GI0O LINH. THERE HAS ONLY BEEN | MINING INCIDENT AND 1 AMBUSH
SINCE 22 SEPT TO THE PRESENT DATE. '

ITEM-TWO HOT MEALS PER DAY. R
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BUNKERS CAVED IN THE FIRST TWO DAYS .OF*RAIN., ANOTHER 1216 orutn-
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COMMENT »THIS IS TRUE., DUE TO OPERATIQNAL COMMITMENTS -THEY
///NORMALLY ONLY SERVE TWO MEALS A DAY, EVEN DURING THE' PERIOD

OF THE EXTENSIVE RAIN AT LEAST ONE HOT MEAL WAS SERVED EACH
DAY AND SERVERAL TIMES THEY MANAGED TO "SERVE TWO. AT NQO TIME.

7/ FOR_EXTENDED PERIODS, S

ITEM-FLOODED' PUNP,
COMMENT-IT WAS FLOODED FOR ABOUT FIVE DAYS. IT HAS SINCE BEEN
REPAIRED AND IS WORKING. THERE NEVER' HAS BEEN A SER I0US
SHORTAGE OF VATER. WATER WAS TRANSPORTED BY FIVE GALLON CANS
AND WATER TRAILERS. |
TTEM-ESTINATED 130 TUBES, e ‘
COMMENT -HIS SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT".127 TUBES 1S UNKNOWN.
ASSCSSWENT HERE IS BETWEEN 10-20 TUBES WORMALLY FIRE O GIO.
LINH. AS FOR NOT BEING ABLE TO SILENCE THE ARTILLERY, THIS
IS SELF EVIDENT,
ITEW-CAPT. RICH'S STATEMWENT CONCERNYNE THE BARRIER.
COMMENT - ALL HE DID WAS POINT OUT THE EXISTING TRACE FROM GIO
LINH TO CON THIEN. THE DESCRIPTION OF THE BARRIER WAS BY THE
CORRESPONDENT AND NOT CAPT+ RICH. 2

Cu
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| ITEM=STATEMENTS BY CAPT, RICH CONCERNING SMALL UNIT OPERATION.
COMMENT =THESE STATEMENTS ARE GENERALLY TRUE. DETERMINATION

OF THE SIZE AND DISTANCE OF A PATROL WAS MADE BY THE COMPOSITE
ARTILLERY COMMANDER , WHO HAS OPCON OF CAPT. RICH'S COMPANY.
ITEM-STATEMENTS BY LTo ZOERB CONCERNING THE PLATOON THAT GOT
PINNED DOWN,

COMMENT «THIS OCCURED TWO THOUSARD METERS NORTHWEST OF GI0 -
LINH, MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE FROM GIQS LINH WAS IMMEDIATELY
PLACED UPON THE ENEMY ARD A PLATOON WITH THREE TANKS A#D TuQ
DUSTERS WAS SENT OUT AS REINFORCEMENTS.’ DUSTERS HAVE TWIN 492S
NOT RECOILESS RIFLES.,

ITEM-STATEMENT 8Y LT. ZOERB GONCERNING HELMEng FLAK JACKETS,
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS,; ETC.

COMMENT -HE DID MAKE THIS STATEMENT, THIS WAS GIVEN AS HIS OWN
OPINION AND IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH CURRENT -POLICY REGARDING .
INTERVIEWS WITH THE PRESS AS ARE -THE STATEMENTS MADE BY

CAPT. RICH., THERE IS NOTHING WRONG WITH WHAT THEY SAID, BUT
RATHER WITH THE WAY THE CORRESPONDENT PRESENTED IT.

DOWN ALONG THE RIVER."
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WERE THE PERSONNEL AT GIO LINH REQUIRED TO SYBSIST ON € RATIONS,

ITEM=-"BUT ALL DAY, THE MARINES SAID THEY CAN SEE MEN STREANMING

1 MAF 2100/1 [REV. 1661 corPy / OF } COPIES v . CONFIDENTlAL

N

AAEEAAAE AR AR AT T T T T H HF Hf f .=

’AFC -t . /s G ") 62 -1 63 G-4 ] CoMPT.

CHAP.

Ceo

o
@

coc OENT. O. EMB, ENGR. FO, SERY. HQ, COMDT. INSP. LEGAL MTO POST AL

PROTOCOL

PMO

’SY. OPS. S5PL . SERV. SUP. SURG.

. B - ~ - BB - B
e e s dedii ol e w i el o Lo : m P I A | e s TR T wh I ANC R IR

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

s B o

7. CONFIDENTIA

PAGE FIVE RUMSAK ZZZQ'C ONFIDEN T I A L
COMMENT =THIS IS NOT TRUE, THREY DO SEE IMIVID
LARGE NUMBERS. THEY CALL'IN ARTILLER‘{ AND MOR
THE SMALL GROUPS SIGHTED,.

/' ITEM=OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE ARTICLE.
COMMENT -1 MY OPINION THE ARTICLE IS A FAIRLY REASONABLE
ATTEMPT TO DESCRIBE THE ENVIRONMENTAL SITUATION AT GIO LINH.
1T FAILS, HOWEVER , IN THAT IT DOES NOT INDICATE THAT DURING
s THE PERIOD DESCRIBED THE RAIN EXPERIERCED ‘WAS TREMENDOUS
EVEN BY VIETNAM STANDARDS. RATHER IT IMPLIES THAT
SHORTCOMINGS AND PROBLEMS EXISTED ASA RESULT OF OUR FAILURE
TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THENo
GP=4
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