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,6. CG III MAF2802'30ZD~c67 (TS) It ~i , 
Subj: Initial Planning, Guidance' ,for Operat1cm DJ1RANGO CITY (U) " , " . ' . ': ,,' 

. i . . 
CG III MAFhas de'signated CG "lst, Mar'ine Aircx-aft:,Wing as Commander, Joint Landing Fo~:ce Avlation/Commander~, 

Land Force North A,viat-iori· (CJ'LFAV/CLFNAV)' 

'7. ~lTH AIR FORCE 281142Z De,~67 (TS,),.:",'%;_,4 . ',.' " 
Subj: ~ir Support"ro.tl:"YORK'I'I:"(~:),',,~,' ' , 

-"'1' " • .". 
\ ' " J • , " ~ _, •• l '. • < : . . Recommends9.m&nding MA,CVPlannin'g.,Direc,tlve',to s'pacify' that tactical,air"support of .fore'as: ,inv,olved willb'e pro-' , videdfrom 7,th/VNAF/FMAW' resource,s as appropriate; ,such: 

air 8UPPO:rtto beallocated,taske~, and coordinated 'through 7AF/VNAFTACS. 

8. CG III,l1AF281502Z, Dec6,7);:(TS~"~_~:,,, ,; , ,":~,.,' 
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE for 'LGen KRULAKfromLGen CUSmrA'N 

Passes OG III'MAF280230Z De'c67 t'o'.LGan KRULAK 
, 9. CG I.II M~F300854zDec67(TSl 11"-1 , .. , .. 

CG III MAFUJ :answerto 7AF'240245Z 060'67 (TS) re"C.Qnduct of . . Air Operations, in, SVNPortlon'of Muscle Shoals Area . 
"', ; 

10., CO III MAP .3016~6ZDec6T.( TS )1 -1: ". 
SPECAT EXCLUSlVEf.or LGen KRur.AK,ft~m :tGen CUSmlfAN 

Passes OG lIIMAF260542ZDec67t'oLGen KRULAK 

:il. OG III,1!f.F 301618Z Qac67 (TS t.. 'It -).j 
SPEC,'\.T EXCLUSIVE for LGen 'KRULAKf~Olll LGen CUSHMAN 

Passes 7AF 281145Z Dec67 to IGenKRULAK 
~~--
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6. CG III MAF 280230Z Dec67 (TS) -1

Subj: Initial Planning Guidance for Operation DURA NGO
CITY (0)

CG III MAF has designated CG 1st Marine Aircraft Wing as
Commander, Joint Landing Force Aviation/Commander,Land Force North Aviation (CJLFAV/CLFNAV)

7. 7TH AIR FORCE 2811452 Dec67 (TS)
gp-4

Subj: Air Support for YORK II (U)

Recommends amending MACV Planning Directive to specify that
tactical air support of forces involved will be pro-vided from 7th/VNAF/FMAW resources as appropriate, such
air support to be allocated, tasked, and coordinated
through 7AF/VNAF TACS.

8. CG III MAF 281502Z Dec67 (TS)
gp-1

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE for LGen KRULAK from LGen CUSHMAN

Passes CG III MAF 280230Z Dec667 to LGen KRULAK

9. CG III MAF 3008542 Dec67 (TS)

CG III MAF Is answer to 7AF 2402452 Dec67 (TS) re Conduct ofAir Operations in SVN Portion of Muscle Shoals Area

10. CG III MAF 301616Z Dec67 (TS)
go-4

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE for LGen KRULAK from LGen CUSHMAN

Passes CG III MAF 2605427 Dec67 to LGen KRULAK

11. CG III MAF 301618Z Dec67 (TS)
gp

- 4

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE for LGen KRULAK from LGen CUSHMAN

Passes 7AF 281145Z Dec 67 to LGen KRULAK
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. , 2.COMp?MACY160218Z i)~C67(Tarlh-1 
", SUbJ: 'Ini.tiating Dlre'htiv~~;),Operations No:rthofthe DMZ ' -

3. COMUS ,/rAC';r'ld:~z tHt:61(TS)' ~ _.J', '," . - ( ~a. !'" - fY;-t. 

. Sub i :Opef'at~on YOl'k· Plannuigb1~e eti ve 
, . . , . . , 

.... ~ •. 7J:F _T~ ABI!ldl2~~~Z~C67;{~S)"_3 
, , Sub J: ,', ;,do~d~e~ ,Of Air i:"Op~rQtions in BVN Portion of 

14uscle ,-Shoals, ar,ea : ' ", 
• •• I. ,. ,,~.' J • " • " • • ('~, ' 

... ;.,. ,co In MAP,2t~~~}~t (T~~~H~ 'I. · 

'Subj: ,Concej):t:of, AiI~ :Suppor,t' fori YORK, II i 
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2. COMUSMACV 160518Z DEC67 (TS)
gp-4

Subj: Initiating Directive, Operations North of the DMZ

3. COMUSMACV 1710452 DEC67 (TS)
go

-4

Subj: Operation York Planning Directive

4. 7AF TSN AB RVN 2402452 DEC67 (TS)
gp

-3

Subj: Conduct of Air Operations in SVN Portion of
Muscle Shoals area

5. CG III MAF 26054.22 Dec67 (TS)
group-4

Subj: Concept of Air Support for YORK II
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TOP SECRET

PP RUNKM
DE RUNSAK 3065 3648618

HAS BEEN SENLZNY ITSIT
P 3016187 DEC 67
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHKM/CG FMFPAC
BT
IPSECREI NOF ORN LINDIS SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR LGEN
KRULAK FROM LGEN CUSHMAND MARINE CORPS EYES ONY.
OPERATION YORK II ( I)

Ae 7TH AF 2811452 DEC67
B. MY 2605427 DEC67 (PASEP)
1. REF A TO COMUSMACV CONCERNS REF B AND IS FORWARDED FOR INFO.
QUOTE:
P 2811452 DEC S7

NO FORN

FM TAF ISN AB RVN
TO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV
INFO CUMSKC/CG E FFORCEV

LIMOIS

RUMSAK/CG III MAF
BT
EOPSECREI
SUBJ: AIR SUPPORT FOR YORK II (U)
REFERENCE: As CG III MAF MSG 260542Z DEC. 67.

EXC USIVE

MARINE CODDC FYFS ONI Y

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES
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Pi\GE lHO Rur~s,{'1}{ 30t:5 'K 0 P SEC n E r ~JOFORN L'.I~1D1S NeEO 
Sir GOMUSNACtJ l'1SG ~11ra415Z DEC a3?r,-., 

~~ REfo'ERENCE f-'l IN'DICf~IED I1~TENrION OF CG 111 HAFD WHO HAS P1 .. ANNH1G 
HE SP(![~SIB rL IT '{ FOFt YORK 11 MW 11lo TO TA SK F.1RST MAW FOR t\LL- YORK 
AIR SUPPORT m~ GROUNDS THAT SUCH ASSIGNr'IEWI IS NECESStHH'o 
2{1 DO NOT CONSIDER THAI REASONS AS STATED l-N REF' ARE SUFFICIENT 1'0 

. SUBS!'MHIIUE PROPOSED ~CrIO~JD' OPPOSHJG CONSIDERATIONS SUGGEST 
PRESEr,n A Ii~ SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS SHOUL.D BE' CONT XNUED Fon T HE FORCE 5 
EtJC.i:HiED Hl THIS OPEn!HEON, \HTH COORDIfMIICN AND CONnlOt RESPON'Sr ... 
BILITl' RErlAHHNG NXTH ~AF/VN;~fo' 'Cf.}crlC{;1 .. AIR: CONTROL SYSTENo eAr 
FORCES ASpISTED AS APPP.OPIUATE 8'1 V~~AF' ARE i"ULL'( CAPABLE OF" 
OPERATHJG IN OBJECTIVE AREA~ (1081 H1POHTf\Nl' FACT IS 
THAT FiRNY/MPJM FORCES INVOLVED HAVE \J!ORI{ED CONstSTENILY I:IITH 7;\\F' 
I"ORCES \nTH RESULt tHin P.tL CONCERNED HAVE DEVELOPED ~lOST EFrnzcilVE 
'fElUli'!ORt~ BASED ON FANILIARITVL' RAPPORT AND FULL UNDERSTANDING OF 
f:lUTU/\L CAPABIL!'fIESt; l'1'IESr!: FACTORS OF PARTICLiLAH If'tIPORti~NCE !rJ 
UN I QUE OPERAr IONS OF' A IR(llOBILE F'OHCE So ASSIGNNEfff OF oA F T fiG], IGflL 
AXH CONTROL PEHSOrJNEl, IN ALOff-'AG DU'flES IS .$l.50 SIGfHFICANT FACTOR 
IN EFFEC1'!VE~J~:SSl) CONPLZXITY AND DIF'F"ICULT'J(- OF PROPOSED OPERATIONS 
AHGlJE STROI~GL Y FOR com HJUING ~lITH ·EFF'.SC1' lUE !~ND pnOiJEr~ ARfMGNE('ilEWl'S~ 
{IS DOES FACT THAT. YORK II IS COflrnNU~\TIOJJ AND EXPANSIOM OF YOm( Ii) 

PAGE THREE RtH~SAI{ 31065 TOP SEC n b~ T NOF'ORM LHlDlS t1CEO 
Hl vJlHGH SOriE OF SAi'lE fORCES I!JILL BE Ei'lPLO'fED p SUCCESS {{CHIEVED ~1J.1'i'! 
ti/'11ER!CAL DIVISION CONFIRf:1S VALUE OF i'lAH)TAINING ESTABLISHED AIR sUPPoar 
RELATIONSHIPS REGARDLESS OF OPERATING AREA~ . 
3~ HI ~]AF FORCES tHUCH r~!-\Y BIl: INCLUDED IN OPERfHION CAN 8E SUPPORn;D 
,45 DESIHED BY nlAI.~ i\IBCRAFTCl THESE CM~ BE REp:D!LY ASSHHLATED FOR 
fUR COORDINATION PURPOSES BY 1AF'ivlJ[.\F TACS, \:.lHJ.CH HAS FULL C/)PA8ILIT.Y 
FOR COORDINATING ALL AIR OPERATIONS.IN OBJECTIVE AREA AND IS SYSTEM 
THROUG.H \.jIHGH I~RC LIGHT SUPPORT IS COOHDIN!U·EDc. IF F'~lJ'\~ HAS SORTIES 
i:\WloIUiBLE IN f~DDHiON TO THOSE REQUIRED fOR SUPPORT Of III ~!IAl" 
REQUIREMENTS., THEY C{\[IJ BE REPORTED Mm tlTltJZED lAW ~lACtJ,DIP.EC1IVE 
95 .... 4 TO AUGl-utrn OR REPLACE 7f\F'!iJNAF sornn~s IN OTHER f.\REr\s~ FOR 
EXM1PU': I tv TflLL'If HO.. . , 
~1i\ m::COr'l\'!iEND M1Ef>.lDING irlACV Pl.IUJNING DIRE.CTIVE ,I REF B, TO SPECIFY THIn 
TACT ret'lL r~1R SUPPORT OF to'OReES HWOLVED \HLt BE PROVIDED FROl:l '1AFI 
VNAF/FI'1il~j f(ESOURCES AS APPflOPIHfHi£1 SUCH AIRSlIPPOHT TO BE ?\LLOG!HED~ 
TP.Sl{ED AND COOHDINATED THHOUGH 1A FI\lNAF" TACSe 
(1P"'1\ lJi~QUOTE: 
GP'··4 
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PAGE TWO RUMSAK 3065 I P SECRET NO FORN LIMDIS MCEO
Bo COMUSMACV MSG 171045Z DEC 67.

i. REFERENCE A INDICATED INTENTION OF CG III MAF, WHO HAS PLANNING
RESPONSIBILITY FOR YORK II AND III, TO TASK FIRST MAW FOR ALL YORK 11
AIR SUPPORT ON GROUNDS THAT SUCH ASSIGNMENT IS NECESSARY.
2, DO NOT CONSIDER THAT REASONS AS STATED IN REF ARE SUFFICIENT TO
SUBSTANTIATE PROPOSED ACTION. OPPOSING CONSIDERATIONS SUGGEST
PRESENT AIR SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE CONTINUED FOR THE FORCES
ENGAGED IN THIS OPERATION, WITH COORDINATION AND CONTROL RESPONSI-
BILITY REMAINING WITH 7AF/VNAF TACTICAL AIR CONTROL SYSTEM. 7AF
FORCES ASSISTED AS APPROPRIATE BY VNAF ARE FULLY CAPABLE OF
OPERATING IN OBJECTIVE AREA. MOST IMPORTANT FACT IS
THAT ARMY/ARVN FORCES INVOLVED HAVE WORKED CONSISTENTLY WITH 7AF
FORCES WITH RESULT THAT ALL CONCERNED HAVE DEVELOPED MOST EFFECTIVE
TEAMWORK BASED ON FAMILIARITY, RAPPORT AND FULL UNDERSTANDING OF
MUTUAL CAPABILITIES. THESE FACTORS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE IN
UNIQUE OPERATIONS OF AIRMOBILE FORCES. ASSIGNMENT OF 7AF TACTICAL
AIR CONTROL PERSONNEL IN AL O/ FAC DUTIES IS SL.SO SIGNIFICANT FACTOR
IN EFFECTIVENESS, COMPLEXITY AND DIFFICULTY OF PROPOSED OPERATIONS
ARGUE STRONGLY FOR CONTINUING WITH EFFECTIVE AND PROVEN ARRAGNEMENTS,
AS DOES FACT THAT YORK II IS CONTINUATION AND EXPANSION OF YORK I,

PAGE THREE RUMSAK 3065 I CRET NOFORN LIMDIS MCEO
IN WHICH SOME OF SAME FORCES WILL BE EMPLOYED, SUCCESS ACHIEVED WITH
AMERICAL DIVISION CONFIRMS VALUE OF MAINTAINING ESTABLISHED AIR SUPPOOT
RELATIONSHIPS REGARDLESS OF OPERATING AREA.
3. III MAF FORCES WHICH MAY BE INCLUDED IN OPERATION CAN BE SUPPORTED
AS DESIRED BY FMAW AIRCRAFT. THESE CAN BE READILY ASSIMILATED FOR
AIR COORDINATION PURPOSES BY 7AF/VNAF TACS, WHICK HAS FULL CAPABILITY
FOR COORDINATING ALL AIR OPERATIONS IN OBJECTIVE AREA AND IS SYSTEM
THROUGH WHICH ARC LIGHT SUPPORT IS COORDINATED. IF FMAW HAS SORTIES
AVAILABLE IN ADDITION TO THOSE REQUIRED FOR SUPPORT OF III MAF
REQUIREMENTS, THEY CAN BE REPORTED AND UTILIZED IAW MACV DIRECTIVE
95-4 TO AUGMENT OR REPLACE 7AF/VNAF SORTIES IN OTHER AREAS, FOR
EXAMPLE IN TALLY HO.
It RECOMMEND AMENDING MACV PLANNING DIRECTIVE, REF B, TO SPECIFY THAT
TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT OF FORCES INVOLVED WILL BE PROVIDED FROM 7AFI
VNAF/FMAW RESOURCES AS APPROPRIATE, SUCH AIR SUPPORT TO BE ALLOCATED,
TASKED AND COORDINATED THROUGH 7AF/VNAF TACS.
GP-4 UNQUOTE:
GP-4
BT
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'/ TOP SEC P. [ r N OF ORN 1.. IMD IS SPECIH EXCI USIVE FOR i GI""f,J "-
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O?EH/ff LPN ,(ORIC 1 I (U) " 
'/ All fW 260542Z DEC67. " 

L· REF fi COl~STlrlJl'ES r·iY CONCEPT OF JHR SUPPORT FOR YORK If "-
/ A tJD I S QUOTED BEL Cit] () "-

'/ QlIOTE g "" 
P 260542;(. DEC 61 ~. ~ " 

/ F£1 CG III 'liM" , '" '" 
_/ TO RtJMSAvJ/CO~1USMACV '" INFO RUMSAL/CMDR 7TH AF . , 
:~ ~ N/CG 1 FFORC:;:V , , \ " 

'/ Lo~cip~ ~o~ ~!~ 1UP?ORT fOR YOR!{ II L$' ~ \;- , " 
'/ I~f> COft:USW-iCV NSG 07130312 DECS1 (NOTr1L) ~ 
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PP RUHKM
DE RUMSAK 3064 3641616
ZNY TTTTT
P 3016162 DEC 67

HAS BEEN SENTFM CG III MAF
TO RUHKM/CG FMFPAC
BT
IOPSECRET NOF ORN LIMDIS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LGEN
KRULAK FROM LGEN CUSHMAN. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.
OPERATION YORK II (U)
A. MY 2685427 DECST
1. REF A CONSTITUTES MY CONCEPT OF AIR SUPPORT FOR YORK II
AND IS QUOTED BEL.OW.
QUOTE:

NO FORN

P 260542Z DEC 67
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMSAW/COMUSMACV
INFO RUMSAL/CMDR ?TH AF

LIMDIS

ZEN/CG I FFORCEV
BT
TOPSECRET
CONCE PT FOR AIR SUPPORT FOR YORK II
A. COMUSMACV MSG 0700372 DEC67 (NOTAL)

EXCLUSIVE

MARINE
CORPS

EYES ONLY
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PAGE 'n10 m!LSAii: ':164 r () P :3 E eRE TNOEDRN tHIf) IS MClIO 
Bo CO!~ll!SNACV 1·1$1., .1 'H045Z DE (;57 HlOT (~L) . 
1<> REFS A AND n /ASi\ 1lHS XQ TO DEVELOP DETAILED PLAt~rH rJG 
foOB 'form II~ f:lm.n,.Hl'( NARV PLtHJN1i'JG FOR SU8,JEC'f OPER:rr ION 
ENUISIOIJS JOHU :U1Wll{\1.1HH:~E conpSlt\R'n~ TASK rmwc DF.:pliN!n:NCE OF 
TASK fiOR~;E mJ H!~LIG(;p7En f~HD FIXED HING nES0U!-WES FOn 'P.'r..CTIGf1l." 
rfjOVE§qE~\! Oi" l'ROOPS~lrn~m:; PCdER~i~MT) LOGISr:W SUPPOFr£ ~ m~QUKfiES 
CLOS1LS! HHEGRA'£ I!}~·.l Of: AIR INTO OfW;'HHz:rn:O[~ FOR M~L PW\SE;S Of. 
OPI!RA!IO!i~ PLIHLnt-H:j7 :VtiD E;mCtJT 1011 .. XlflE[\'D TO '1f.1S:; CG ?::Rsr f'J~~J 
Ulnl RESPO~JSIBlt.:.rt'Y OF p;;((rnDII~G AL!. CLOS[ AW DHUt:CT [{~:f~ supponT 
Fon 'filE O?ERA1'!.0:'~<:o ' 
2.. ~ONsmZR Ff·t\\l,lj (.;5SJ. GtH1Et-J'1' fHi 5X NeLE T PoeT ICf:t tH.R SUPPORT 
r~GENC'l N;!;CESS{~Frt 1,'011 ~>OLL en !tBG REt\SOf\lSl . 

Pi .. 1"1R5T [4{H~ HAS B!~E\il RSSHHJED ?RYM{1RY RESpmJSIBltY..T'! 
faa INTERDICTION 07 03JECTIVE r-iREA FlUOR .TO ArlD DUHHJG !:JHJ!ER 
MONSOON SEASO~ CA~PAIGN~, . 

8 n m:GO(~fJ{t ISSft~!CE Ae?'! OF' ~'NAl;i ?ROV.XOE Df~1.L Y CO'JERi\GE Or 
t'i1E;~ AND ITS ;~PPRO!WNES(, 

Co l~!ii COl~IR0L j,'M:;U.I'O:F.S FOR BOTH h'Et1.COP'fEftS Arw 
FIXED WING OPERATIONS "ARE IN SEIMG AND cno READILY ASSIMILATE 
YORK II OPERATIONSc 

PIH1f!~, nmEE fW;;1SA i1 30E;,ij r 0 P SEC nET [~Ol'OnN L !MD 1. S r'lCEO 
D~JiMAH f'IGH1'ER/t\TIACK 11C~I'i' Ai~E LOCflli:£D fiT CHU LA! r,[~D 

DMi[-l.NG t-\iW CMJ PROVIDE CONymUOUS ALL HE.ATHER DAV IHlv NIGHT iUP. 
SUPPORT" 
50 ~BOVE ~~IR SUPPORT CONGEPT SIHESSES UNH'l OF COftJriitHJD ~ ECmJO!'1Y 
OF F'ORCE p MlIJ Sl~lPL ;:C1T '{ r~i EXE (;U'f-IOI~o 

'-G?"'4 
UN QIJ 01'[ 

DT 
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PAGE TWO RUNSAN 964 in OPSECRE TNOFORN LIMDIS MCEO
B. COMUSMACV MSG 1710452 DE C67 (NOTAL)
to REFS A AND n EASK THIS NO TO DEVELOP DETAILED PLANGING
FOR YORK 11c PRELININARY PLANNING FOR SUBJECT OPERATION
ENVISIONS JOINT ARMY/MARINE CORPS/ARVN TASK FORCE DEPENDENCE OF
TASK FORCE ON HELICOPTER AND FIXED WING RESOURCES FOR TACTICAL
MOVEMENT OF TROOPS,HYIRE POVER, HAND LOGISTIC SUPPORT , REQUIRES
CLOSEST INTEGRATION OF AIR INTO ORGANIZATION FOR ALL PliASES OF
OPERATION: PLANNING, AND EXECUTION, INTEAD TO TASK CG FIRST MAW
WITH RESPONSIBILITY OF PROVIDING ALL CLOSE AND DIRECT AIR SUPPORT
FOR THE OPERATIONS
2. CONSIDER FMAW ASSIGNMENT AS SINGLE TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT
AGENCY NECESSARY FOR FOLLOWING REASONS

A. FIRST MAW HAS BEEN ASSIGNED PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY
FOR INTERDICTION OF OBJECTIVE AREA PRIOR TO AND DURING WINTER
MONSOON SEASON CAMPAIGN,

B. RECONNAISSANCE ACFT OF FNAW PROVIDE DAILY COVERAGE OF
AREA AND ITS APPROAGNES,

Co AIR CONTROL FACILITIES FOR BOTH HELICOPTERS AND
FIXED WING OPERATIONS ARE IN BEING AND CAR READILY ASSIMILATE
YORK II OPERATIONS.

PAGE THREE RUMSAK 3064 T 0 P SECRET NOFORN LINDIS MCEO
D. FMAW FIGHTER/ATTACK ACFT ARE LOCATED AI CHU LAI AND

DAMANG AND CAN PROVIDE CONTINUOUS ALL WEATHER DAY AND NIGHT AIR
SUPPORT,
3. ABOVE AIR SUPPORT CONCEPT STRESSES UNITY OF COMMAND , ECONOMY
OF FORCE, AND SIMPLECITY IN EXECUTION.
GP-4
UNQUOTE
GPos
BT
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LIMDIS
PP RUMSAL RUHSAW

N°10407DE RUMSAK 3006 3649854
ZNY ITTIT
P 300854Z DEC S7

NO FORN

FIRST III RAD
TO RUMSAL/7TH AF TSN AB RVN
INFO RUMSAW/COMUSMACV
ZEN/CG FIRST MAV
ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV
BT

HAS BEEN SENTTOPSECREI LIMDIS NOFORN
PASS IS a DYE MARKER MSG FOR TIMINS
A. 7TH AF MSG 2492452 DE C67 (IS)
B. MACV DIRECTIVE 10-11 DTD 2 MAR 1967.(5)
Co. MACV PRACEICE NINE AIR SUPPORTED ANTI-INFILTRATION PLAN DTD 11
MAR 1967 (S)
D. MA CV DIRECTIVE NUMBER 9504 DID 28 JUN 1966 (C)
E. MACV PLANNING DIRECTIVE 10-67 DTD 8 DEC 1967 (S)
F. RVNAF2 JCS/USMCV COMBINED CAMPAIGN PLAN, 1968 (S)
CONDUCT OF AIR OPERATIONS If SVN PORTION OF. MUSCLE SHOALS AREA
is REV A OUTLINES 7TH AF RESPONSIBILITY IN DUMP TRUCK AREA OF ICTZ,
PROPOSES SPECIAL CONTROL AID COORDINATION MEASURES TO ESTABLISH INTER
FACE WITH DYE MARKER OPERATION IN DEFILE SYSTEM (DFS), AND REQUESTS

PAGE THO RUMSAK 3026 I 0 P C LIMDIS NOFORN
7TH AF BE CLEARED TO CONDUCT UNRE STRICTED AIR OPERATIONS
NORTHWEST OF SPECIFIED LINE IN ICTZ AND UNDER CONTROL OF ABCCC.
2. CONCUR THAT ALL ANTI-INFILTRATION OPERATIONS IN DEFILE SYSTEM
ARE OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN 0 III MAF. HOWEVER, DO NOT CONCUR WITH
PROPOSALS FOR CONTROLLING AGENCY AND RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN DUMP
TRUCK AREA OF ICIZ.
3. REF B ESTABLISHES III MAF RESPONSIBILITY TO CONDUCT AND
COORDINATE OPERATIONS IN ICTZ. REF C TASKS 7TH AF TO CONDUCT ANTI-
INFILTRATION OPERATIONS IN THE DUMP TRUCK AREA, WHICH INCLUDES,
IN PART, AIR OPERATIONS IN ICIZ. REF D STATES III MAF REPONSIBILITY
70 ESTABLISH JOINT PLANNING-COORDINATIO MEASURES REQUIRED IN
CONNECTION WITH III MAF/USAF AIR OPERATIONS IN CORPS AND AL,SO
ESTABLISHES BOTH III MAF AND 7TH AF RESPONSIBILITY TO PREPARE
JOINT INSTRUCTIONS TO INSURE INTEGRATED AND COORDINATED
JOINT EFFORT AND OPERATIONS. REF E DIRECTS 7TH AF AND III MAF COOR-
DINATION BETWEEN DUMP TRUCK AND DYE MARKER TO ASSURE COORDINATION OF
INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS AND MINIMUM INTERFERENCE BETWEEN FORCES. REF E
FURTHERMORE DEFINES DYE MARKER TAS THAT GEOGRAPHIC AREA BOUNDED ON
THE EAST BY THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, ON THE NORTH BY THE DMZ, ON THE
WEST BY THE LAOTIAN BORDER, ON THE SOUTH BY HIGHWAY 9 RUNNING EAST FROM

PAGE CHECKED UPON RECEIPT

PAGESDATE SIDEC67 IIIMAF S&C PAGE / OF 3

B9Camil
(SIGNATURE COPY 3 OF 4 COPIES TOP SECRET111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
7 ~ 

://_.~i¥l'~~(\;I:l~V" o. '" " .. ~ 
'/ • P{.i.G£ tHHEE RW'lS{~~{ 3001$ T O'P SEC R E l' LIND IS NOrOn~ "-
\/ T:·IlZ L/\Orlt~N EORDER TO COr~Bl\T OPERATING B.4SE (COS) CA l.U (YD 0131151) . "-

/ 
'fHEM~ A LINE DIRECT TO COB CANt> CARROLL CYD 06ft55!2l) THEN N NORTH " 

~ TO HIGHiJAY 98 THEN~ EriSr ON H.IGH1:!AY 9 TO DONG HA~ THEN EAST!) ALONG " 
'/ THE CUA VIET RIVER 10 THE SOUTH CHIN1~ ,sEA" , 

4u t~E;F F DIRECTS THAT HI I~AF \HLL BE,rpR.H~IAFHLY COMMIttED 10 THft " 
'/ Ai~TI ... MAIN FORCE HilR TO CONTI-lIN THE ENEiI1Y i\LO~JG THE DMZ t\1U) THE LAO!ItHl "-
'/ BOHDER~ SUCH Ii MISSION DEMANDS THAT CONTROL OF ALL FORCES IN " 
'/ TlUS eRIT reAL ARE!~ BE VESTED IN Hr ff,?\F' TO INSURE f.1AiCiMm"'l RES", , 

PONsrVEr~ES5 TO ANY SITUA1IONII IT IS EMPHASIZED THAI WITH THE ADVENT " 
\/ OF THE STRONG POINT OBSTACL~ S:t'S1'EM IN tHE EASTERN PORTION OF' QUlHJG TR~ 
'/ PROVH~'CE!I HIE LI1(ELY AVENU~S OF INF'ILTRAT.XO~l IN THE DEFILE SYS1'E~1 '\.. 

BECOf1E NORE CRITICAL l'HAN HERETOFORE o 'n IS IN 1'1US 'SAME AREA THIn " 
'/ PROCEDURES PROPOSED IN REF An iF r~DOP1'ED,:r t·:OUl.D DliPRIIJE THE cor'l'" "-
'/ r'if.\NDER CHARGED tH'fH CON1'AHJl~m THE ENE~lY AlOr'JG THE D~lZ Af~D ,THE , 

LAOTIAN BORDER OF l'Hr~ l.I:l;lITUDE A~;n I1ESPOsrVEtJESS. TO ADEQUATELY," 
'/' PERFOfH1l Hrs MISSION o "\ 

'/ :>\1 THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR AM) COORDINATION OF ALL OPERAT10fiS !ill" 
.. IG1'Z [1USr BE EXERC1SED BY CG HI r4AF'e ACCORDINGLY 7TH AJi OP[R/~!IONS ".'-'/w ~\SSOC!ArED tHTH i'lUSO ... E SHOALS Hl. reIZ [1UST BE CLEARED ~HTH AfID coorm·~ " 

'/ HUITED BY III NAF THROUGH ,,-sec DONG HlL, ~fHE: MECHMJISM TO EX£~CISF. "-

'/ "-
'/ P,ilGE FOUR RUi~iS!-\K 3006 TOP SEC H E T LIND IS NOF'OR r~ " 
'/ RESPONSIBILITY IS AND HtlS BEEN IN BEING A~D IS EXERCISED DAILY· ., 
'/ THROUGH THE FSCC AND ABCCCfI THE INTRODUCTION OF A NEv! Hll'EtLIGENCC , 

GA1'HERI!~G SYS'fEN SHOULD ~;OT MODIFY ESTABLISHf:n PROCEDURES FOR '\ 
'/ CONTHOL OF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONSb THERE IS PRES,'5:NTLY IN EXISTENCE A " 
'/ SF; CURE VOICEll'ELET YPE C :iRCUIT Br::t\~EE [-J .Nli KHON pm) i~O~l!P HU SA It, I II , 

f"'ltiF HAS INITIP,TED {~CT ION TO RELOCA,l'E THE: 'PHU D!U TERi'1H~AL DO "-
-/ DONG H~\ FSCCo \ 
'/ 6" IT IS RECOM!"lENDED THAI,!N ACCORDANCE IHTH THE PROVYSIOMS O~~ REj:' , . 

D THAT 7TH Aii' AND III MAr EfHER HiTO' A .JOINT AGREE~1ENT RELATIVE TO '\ 
'/ HIE COORDHJArrON OF MUSCLE SHOALS OPERATIONS UJ ICTZo 1M " ,/e STHllC'fURH1(; SUCH AN AGREE[v1ENT lHID THE FOLLOiHNG RESPONSIBILHIES [;1\£ , 

PROJ.lOSED~ . .~ . - '\ 
'/ (6-'.. 'IT H (.\ I R fa R CJ1--- " '/ <CD ~ S1f1BL r SH'cfJj'f~mfHGf\T 1()1.' [l["n-!EE-V ?\BCCC A rID FSCC/DASC:II DOW:; HA,/ 

(Z)lESl'ABL!SH SEcumi: CO[>j[jlU~lIGAj:lO~JS (TIZLET'A'PE M{j) VOICE)) " 1/ u::nJl'i:r:n !SC Af-:D FSCC/DASC (i)n~]G Hr.).. \ "-
'/ (3) UPON DE\JELOPING TARGETS FROMSENSOR .. Gr;;.NERAIED TARGET , 

INFORf1ATIONt>JITHIN HI i11AF AREA OF OPERATIONSf,) ~R.oVXD1!: TMiGl!~ ,,\ 
./ rrTTFORi1:.\1'ImJ IO FSCC/Df:,SC CDO~!G HAr 'FOR ATTACI{ AS DEE~lED APPROPRIATEe " 
./ AIFI STRIKES IN HIE RVN PORTION OF'DUMP TRUCK MUST BE CLEARED ~JITH ~ 

'/ '\ 
'/ - " ."" ,j. ~:;,'~, - :, ~"'>\i~." ~~ ~ 
'_~ .~~~~., 11 \r' S \\ tI , ,"'t,"" J [":" l\ f~, F' ~< '" ' fii ~~u t1 D. flit" C <) -~ n~" f~ ,', \;>' - 'j " , ,.,' r .A. t) L.", _&,.,~" ~d'; -~,."" ..• 

. / ~~ Wi: ti "~ ~ ~'~Ai~:, "-

/ ~~ U ~\l~ , ." 
./ III MAF ;100/4 COpy -3 OF Lf COPIES TOP SECRET ~ 
/// //// // / / / ////// / / / / / / / / /~q/ / / /~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP.SECRET

PAGE THREE RUMSAK NOFORN
THE LAOTIAN BORDER TO COMBAT OPERATING BASE (COB) CA LU (YD 013457)
THEN, A LINE DIRECT TO COB CAMP CARROLL (YD 061550) THEN N NORTH
TO HIGHWAY 98 THEN, EAST ON HIGHWAY 9 TO DONG HA ; THEN EAST, ALONG
THE CUA VIET RIVER TO THE SOUTH CHI NA SEA.
40 REF F DIRECTS THAT III MAF WILL BE PRIMARILY COMMITTED TO THE
ANTI-MAIN FOR CE WAR TO CONTAIN THE ENEMY ALONG THE DMZ AND THE LAOTIAN
BORDER. SUCH A MISSION DEMANDS THAT CONTROL OF ALL FORCES IN
THIS CRITICAL AREA BE VESTED IN III MAF TO INSURE MAXIMUM RES-
PONSIVENESS TO ANY SITUATION. IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT WITH THE ADVENT
OF THE STRONG POINT OBSTACLE SYSTEM IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF QUANG TRI
PROVINCE, THE LIKELY AVENUES OF INFILTRATION IN THE DEFILE SYSTEM
BECOME MORE CRITICAL THAN HERETOFORE. IT IS IN THIS SAME AREA THAT
PROCEDURES PROPOSED IN REF A D IF ADOPTED, WOULD DEPRIVE THE COM
MANDER CHARGED WITH CONTAINING THE ENEMY ALONG THE DMZ AND THE
LAOTIAN BORDER OF THE LATITUDE AND RESPOSIVENESS TO ADEQUATELY
PERFORM HIS MISSION.
5. THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR AND COORDINATION OF ALL OPERATIONS IN
ICTZ MUST BE EXERCISED BY CG III MAF. ACCORDINGLY 7TH AF OPERATIONS
ASSOCIATED WITH MUSCLE SHOALS IN. ICTZ MUST BE CLEARED WITH AND COORD -
INATED BY III MAF THROUGH FSCC DONG HA. THE ME CHANISM TO EXERCISE

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 3306 T S E CRE? LIMDIS NOFOR N
RESPONSIBILITY IS AND HAS BEEN IN BEING AND IS EXERCISED DAILY
THROUGH THE FSCC AND ABCCC. THE INTRODUCTION OF A NEW INTELLIGENCE
GATHERING SYSTEM SHOULD NOT MODIFY ESTABLISHED PROCEDURE'S FOR
CONTROL OF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS. THERE IS PRESENTLY IN EXISTENCE A
SECURE VOICE/TELETYPE CIRCUIT BETWEEN NAKHON PHANOM/PHU BAI. III
MAF HA S INITIATED ACTION TO RELOCATE THE PKU BAI TERMINAL DO
DONG HA FSCC.
6. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF REF
D THAT 7TH AF AND III MAF ENTER INTO A JOINT AGREEMENT RELATIVE TO
THE COORDINATION OF MUSCLE SHOALS OPERATIONS IN ICTZ. IN
STRUCTURING SUCH AN AGREEMENT AND THE FOLLOWING RESPONSIBILITIES ARE
PROPOSED:

a 7TH AIR FORCE
(1) ESTABLISH COMMUNICATION BETWEEN ABCCC AND FSCC/DASC, DONG HA
(2) ESTABLISH SECURE COMMUNICATIONS (TELETYPE AND VOICE)

BETWEEN ISC AND FSCC/DASC (DONG HAD.
(3) UPON DEVELOPING TARGETS FROM SENSOR-GENERATED TARGET

INFORMATION WITHIN III MAF AREA OF OPERATIONS, PROVIDE TARGET
INFORMATION IQ FSCC/DASC (DONG HAT FOR ATTACK AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE.
AIR STRIKES IN THE RVN PORTION OF DUMP TRUCK MUST BE CLEARED WITH

NU FORN
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FSCC (DONG HA>.

(4) PROVIDE DIRECT LIAISON (TO INCLIDE EXCHANGE OF LIAISON
PERSONNEL) BETWEEN FSCC AND ISC.

(5) COORDINATE WITH III MAF PROPOSED LOCATIONS PRIOR TO
SEEDING EXPLOSIVE DEVICES AND SENSOR S IN ICTZ.

(6) PROVIDE LOCATION OF ALL ACTIVE SENSOR FIELDS TO AND
COORDINATE ALL SPIKE TEAM OR OTHER GROUND OPERATIONS WITH FSC C/DASC
DONG HA.

Bo III MAF
(1) PROVIDE AIR SPACE/RESTRICTIVE FIRE PLANS FOR OPERATIONS

ASSOCIATED WITH MUSCLE SHOALS IN ICTZ. III MAF RETAINS RIGHT TO
WITHDRAW AIR SPACE/RESTRICTIVE FIRE PLAN DURING EMERGENCIES. III MAF
WILL EXPAND AIR SPACE/RESTRICTIVE FIRE PLAN UPON 7TH AF REQUEST
TO ACCOMMODATE ANY AIRCRAFT EMERGENCIES.

(2) EXERCISE CONTROL OF ALL OPERATIONS IN MUSCLE SHOALS/DEFILE
SYSTEM THROUGH FSCC/DASC DONG HA.

(3) BE PREPARED TO PROVIDE ARTILLERY FIRE SUPPORT WITHIN AND
BEYOND DFS AS REQUESTED BY TIH AF.

(4) PROVIDE DIRECT LIAISON (IO INCLUDE EXCHANGE OF LIAISON
PERSONNEL) BETWEEN ISC AND FSCC DONG HA.

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 3006 T OPSECRETLIMDIS NOFORN
(5) PROVIDE LNO WITH BLOCK OF TARGET NUMBERS FOR USE BY ISC

AS REQUIRED FOR DESIGNATING TARGETS.
(5) PROVIDE LOCATIONS, FREQUENCIES AND CODES OF ALL III MAF

IMPLANTED SENSOR DEVICES TO ISC AND FSCC DONG HA.
7. III MAF REPRESENTATIVES ARE AVAILABLE TO FORMALIZE AN AGREEMENT
WITH 7TH AF TO INSURE COORDINATION BETWEEN DUMP TRUCK AND
DYEMARKER PRIOR TO DUMP TRUCK IOC DATE.
GP-4
BT
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LIMDIC NO FORN

P 281502Z DEC 67
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
BT
TOPSECRET LIMDIS NOFORN SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LGEN KRULAK FROM
LGEN CUSHMAN MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. SECTION I OF II.
1. I HAVE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE TO MY PLANNING STAFF,
COMUSMACV AND COMSEVENTHFL CONCERNING DURANGO CITY: QUOTE
INITIAL PLANNING GUIDANCE FOR OPERATION DURANGO CITY (U)
Ao COMUSMACV 1605187 DEC 67 (NOTAL) (TS)
10 PURPOSE

A. TO PROVIDE COMUSMACV AND COMSEVENTHELT WITH THE PLANNING
GUIDANCE ON WHICH MY CJLF PLANNING STAFF IS INITIATING ADVANCE
PLANNING FOR OPERATION DURANGO CITY.

B. DISCLOSURE OF THIS INFORMATION TO OTHER THAN US FORCES IS
PROHIBITED FURTHER, DISSEMINATION OF THIS GUIDANCE WILL BE CLOSELY
HELD AND LIMITED TO THOSE PERSONNEL REQUIRED TO INITIATE PLANNING.
2. GENERAL

A. IN OPERATION DURANGO CITY CINCPAC WILL EXERCISE OPERATIONAL
COMMAND OVER FORCES ASSIGNED AND OPERATING IN SUPPORT OF THE OPERA-

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2831 I C T LIMDIS NOFORN MCEO
IXON THROUGH COMUSMACV AND THE PACOM COMPONENT COMMANDERS, AS
APPROPRIATE.

B. COMUSMACV HAS BEEN ASSIGNED OVERALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
PLANNING AND CONDUCT OF THE OPERATION AND HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE
COORDINATING AUTHORITY AS DEFINED BY PART 30281 OF JCS P B 2, UNAAF.

C. CINCPACFLT HAS DESIGNATED CONSEVENTHELT AS COMMANDER, JOINT
AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CJATF) AND DIRECTED CJATF REPORT TO COMUS.
MA CV FOR PLANNING.

D. COMUSMACV HAS DESIGNATED CG III MAF AS COMMANDER, JOINT LAND.
ING FORCES (CJL) FOR THE AMPHIBIOUS/AIRMOBILE/AIRBORNI ASSAULT.

E. COMUSMA.CV HAS ADDITIONALLY DESIGNATED CG III MAF AS COMMANDER,
JOINT LAND FORCES NORTH (CJL FN) FOR SUB SEQUENT OPERATIONS ASHORE.

F. CG III MAF HAS DESIGNATED CG FIRST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING AS
COMMANDER, JOINT LANDING FORCE AVIATION/COMMANDER LAND FORCE NORTHV
AVIATION (CJLFAV/CLFNAV).

Go REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES (RVNAF) WILL BE UNDER THE
COMMAND OF THEIR RESPECTIVE NATIONAL OFFICERS AND WILL FUNCTION AS
NATIONAL UNITS INSOFAR AS PRACTICABLE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN U.S.
COMMANDERS AND RVNAF COMMANDERS WILL BE GOVERNED BY ARRANGEMENTS AS
MAY BE MADE BETWEEN THE RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS. V

DAGE OF 4 PAGES
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3. MISSION. COMMENCING AT H-HOUR, D-DAY COMMANDER JOINT LANDING

FORCE, WITH FORCES ASSIGNED , LANDS IN VICINITY OF XOM LAP, NORTH
VIETNAM AND ATTACKS SOUTH THROUGH THE DMZ IN ORDER TO DESTROY ENEMY

FORCES, INSTALLATIONS, SUPPLY CACHES AND OTHER LOGISTIC FACILITIES
IN AND NEAR THE DMZ.
4. FORCES

A. U.S. MARINE FORCES
(1) 1ST MARINE DIVISION (o) (REIN)
(2) 1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING

B. U.S. ARMY FORCES
(1) 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE) (a)
(2) SUPPORTING FORCES AS REQUIRED

C. MACV RE SERVE
(1) BDZ, 1ST CAV DIV (AM)
(2) BDE, 101ST ABN DIV

D. U.S. NAVY FORCES
(2) THREE-FOUR CRUISERS (TWO 8" 8 ONE-TWO 6")(1) TWO CVA
(4) FOUR L SMR/IFSS(3) 16 DD
(6) TWO AGC(5) ONE AGMR
(8) FIVE LPH(7) TWO A PD

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2831 T SECRET LIMDIS NOFORN MCEO
(10) EIGHT A KA(9) FIVE LPD
(12) 12-14 LSD(11) EIGHT APA
(14) ONE APSS(13) 24 L.ST

(16) SERVICE FORCES AS REQUIRED(15) MINECRAFT AS REQUIRED
(17) TWO AH

E. VIETNAME SE FORCES
(1) ONE AIRBORNE TASK FORCE (THREE BNS PL US A TASK FORCE HEAD-

QUARTERS).
(2) ONE MARINE TASK FOR CE (TWO BNS PLUS A TASK FORCE HEAD -

QUARTERS).
5. ASSUMPTIONS

A. THAT SOVIET INVOLVEMENT WILL BE LIMITED TO LOGISTIC AND
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO NORTH VIETNAM FORCES.

B. THAT CHICOM INVOLVEMENT WILL BE LIMITED TO LOGISTIC AND
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO NORTH VIETNAM FORCES.

C. THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS WILL NOT BE USED IN THE EXECUTION OF
THIS PLAN.

D. THAT CJATF WILL DESIGNATE COMMANDER, JOINT LANDING FORCE
AVIATION (CG FMAW) AS TACTICAL AIR COMMANDER FOR THIS JAIF.

E. THAT UPON TERMINATION OF THE AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION, HE_LAND

LIMDIS
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60 CONCEPT . 
'/ ft.", COMMANDER Jonrr AMPH!BIOUS TASK fORCE (CJATF') WILL CONDuct AN " 
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NORTH IJ!ETr~AN AND ATTACK . SO. UTH THROUGHTHE D.MZc RESPOIIJSIBII..I1V FOR , 

i 'THE COtJDUCT OF OPERAtIONS ASHORE DURING THE M1PHISIOUS OPERA'Ilor-J!S " 

/ 
VESTED IN COMMANDER, JOINT LANDHJGFORCE (CJLF) IN ACCORDAMCE tHTH " 
!\lvJP-22B (FM 3!",U!!, AFM 2",53)" UPON TERMINATION OF' THE AMPHIBiOUS , 

/ OPERAT.IO~J9 RESPOf\!SliBIL.1TY FOR OPERATIONS AND CONTROL OF' ALL UdlSe AND " 
'/ ALLIED FORCES OPE'.RlrIllNG \HTHIN"THE AOR IS PASSED TO COMMfllNDER JOIN'! " 

LANDING FORCE NORTH~ AFTER COlfrROl IS PASSED TO CJLfiN AND THE JATF' , 
// IS D!SESTABl.!SHEDglNAVAl FORCES g AS RE. QUIREDf] ~JILL RE~1AININ THE AREA ," 

IN SUPPORT OF THE OPEFIATI0N rJ AND U"S .. Am FORCE FORCESpAS REQUIRED 9 " 

./ .... _,' WILL CONl'HIUE 10 PROVIDE SUPPORT AS REQUESTED BY CLF'N/CLFNAV,,' , 
8 0 THE SCHEME OF ffjANEUVER ASHORE PROVIDES'rOR THE lMIDI~G ·FORCE " 

'/ TO LAND APPROKlMAT.f£t. \( 2'5 l{£l'l NORTH OF THE DMZ (VIC XOfil tAP) BY SUR- , 
'/ l·t~CF.9 HEt.ICOPTER AND 'AIRBORNE MEANS~ v,lHEEL TO THE. SOUTH '~ND A'f'.f?1CK O!~ '\.. -
'/ AS WIDE Ii rROt~T AS Prl:R.~1I1'TE.'D BY 'fHETERRAHla uSIt~G ~lULTIPl..ll: AXIS , 

'/ ' . " 
:/ PAGE SIX fWMSAi{ 2831 'r 0 P SEC R E l' LIMDIS NOFORN MCEO " 

OF' fHrACK ANi) COfiiBHHNG SURFACE AND HELICOPTER MOBILITV" , 
:/ A COVERING r'ORCE WILL BE NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE LANDING FORCE '\ 
'/ FROM ENEMY i'fou:.\NEUVERS TO THE NORTH OF THE A!tACl{UJG FORCE AS !jf~1OVES " 
./ SOUTH" THIS CO\lERH~G pORCE: tHLt BE A f4ARHJERLT ( ... ) AND ~JIlL BE , 

POSHrONED''AO COVER THE MOST DANGEROUS AVENUE OF,APPROACH.F'ROMTHE '\ 
./ ~lOinHc A BLI fROM THIS REGltt'lENTAL LA MJ 1 NG rEM! WILL BE ONE OF THE LF " 

RESERVE UNIts f.IND BE HElD ABO/IRD At~ LPH"" :THE. OTHER LF' RESERVE UNIT ". 
'/ ~JIlL BE mJE BATTALlWN '!'ROM THE' nSl CAVALRY DIVISION fiELD AT A DESIO·'" .. " 
'/ r~ATED STt-\G! NG AREA sour Ii 0 F' THE DMZ" .'. , . '" 
'/ eft CO~JClJRRENT I.'HT H r HE ATTA CK Tot HE sout H~ L !MIT~D OB~JECT XVE '\.. ' 

ATTACKS TO THE NORTH ~JIlL BE CONDUcrED BV THE·. THJRD NARINE DIVISION " 
./ TO FIX MID DESTROY ENHi't FORCES IN THE Dt~Z AREtl A ND TO INSTALL AND" 
'/ DEFEND BRIDGE CROSSINGS tl ~IHE~J DIRECTED.,' , 

Do COMIJSMA CV tlTIt.L TERi"lINATE OPERA I 10 N D UR ANGO CIT Y UPON THE " 

'// %~O~~I~~I O~A~A~~~\~Nn StJ~R~~~~ ~~~E~~~ N~: 1~~¥\1~E N~~g~~M~~~l~!~gN ~:; .~, 
\ AND CONTROl.. ELEMENTS tHTHHJ relZ CAN RES'UMEiASSUf1l!: CONTROL OF " 
'/ FRIENDL Y FORCES AlONG THE DMZt.> , \-, 
./ E~ THE GE~JERAl SCHEME OF' MANEUVErt IS INIIIALL Y DEPICTED (is foOLLO\45g, . 

(D AS! t1AR!NE DIVISION AND RVN MARINE TASK FORCE ~OLL tAtvD i\T " 
.// 81 ..', :. " , ~ 

n 1'11'''"1 r; F7:::) IT ,;,;-::~ " 

/ f.t~~: !j L\<t r~j \'J ~~;. ::~A e .. r; J n J P ~i, [S ~ 
. / ~'J>. V j:j,;,>. .'~'~~"~<~, "'1' __ L~,~." ~" '" 

~. ~ 
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PORTION OF THE FORMER AOA WILL BE ASSIGNED TO CJLFN/CG III MAF FOR
THE DURATION OF OPN DURANGO CITY AS AN EXTENSION OF THE CURRENT
III MAF A OR IN RV No
6. CONCEPT

A. COMMANDER JOINT AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CJATF) WILL CONDUCT AN
MPHIBIOUS/AIRMOBILE/AIRBORNE ASSAULT IN THE VICINITY OF XOM LAP
NORTH VIETNAM AND ATTACK SOUTH THROUGHT HE DMZ. RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THE CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE DURING THE AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION IS
VESTED IN COMMANDER, JOINT LANDING FORCE (CJLF) IN ACCORDANCE WITH
NWP-22B (FM 31-11, A FM 2-53). UPON TERMINATION OF THE AMPHIBIOUS
OPERATION, RESPONSEBILITY FOR OPERATIONS AND CONTROL OF ALL U.S. AND
ALLIED FORCES OPERATING WITHIN THE A OR IS PASSED TO COMMANDER JOINT
LANDING FORCE NORTH. AFTER CONTROL IS PASSED TO CJLFN AND THE JATF
IS DISESTABLISHED NAVAL FORCES, AS REQUIRED, WILL REMAIN IN THE AREA
IN SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION, AND U.S. AIR FOR CE FORCES, AS REQUIRED,
WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE SUPPORT AS REQUESTED BY CL FN/CL FNAV.

Bo THE SCHEME OF MA NE UVER A SHORE PROVIDES FOR THE LANDING FORCE
TO LAND APPROXIMATELY 25 KM NORTH OF THE DMZ (VIC XOM LAP) BY SUR-
FACE, HELICOPTER AND AIRBORNE MEANS, WHEEL TO THE SOUTH AND ATTACK ON
AS WIDE A FRONT AS PERMITTED BY THE TERRAIN, USING MULTIPLE AXIS

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 2831 T 0 LIMDIS NOFORN MCE O
OF ATTACK AND COMBINING SURFACE AND HELICOPTER MOBILITY.

A COVERING FORCE WILL BE NECESSARY IO PROTECT THE LANDING FORCE
FROM ENEMY MA NE UVER S IO THE NORTH OF THE ATTACKING FORCE AS IT MOVES
SOUTH. THIS COVERING FORCE WILL BE A MARINE RLT (a) AND WILL BE
POSITIONED TO COVER THE MOST DANGEROUS AVENUE OF APPROACH FROM THE
NORTH. A BLT FROM THIS REGIMENTAL LANDING TEAM WILL BE ONE OF THE LF
RESERVE UNITS AND BE HELD ABOARD AN LPH. THE OTHER LF RE SERVE UNIT
WILL BE ONE BATTALION FROM THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION HELD AT A DESIG-
NATED STAGING AREA SOUTH OF THE DMZ.

C. CONCURRENT WITH THE ATTACK TO THE SOUTH, LIMITED OBJECTIVE
ATTACKS TO THE NORTH WILL BE CONDUCTED BY THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION
TO FIX AND DESTROY ENEMY FORCES IN THE DMZ AREA AND TO INSTALL AND
DEFEND BRIDGE CROSSINGS, WHEN DIRECTED,

D. COMUSMACV WILL TERMINATE OPERATION DURANGO CITY UPON THE
CROSSING OF MAJOR UNIT S THROUGH THE DMZ AND UPON THE RECOMMENDATION
OF CG III MAF AFTER IT HAS BEE N DETERMINED THAT THE NORMAL COMMAND
AND CONTROL ELEMENTS WITHIN ICTZ CAN RESUME/ASSUME CONTROL OF
FRIENDLY FORCES ALONG THE DMZ.

E. THE GENERAL SCHEME OF MA NE UVER IS INITIALLY DEPICTED AS FOLLOWS:
(1) 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND RVN MARINE TASK FORCE WILL LAND AT

BT:
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'/ H-HOUR VIA HEl. 0 AND SURFA CE MEANS A r\D ~TTA CK SOUT H r ow ~RD T HE Dr~z IN " 
'/ THE EASl'ERN POFrrrON OF tHE ASSIGMED ZONE OF ACTI0~Jo BOUNDARIES WILL " 

8E THE SOUTH CHUlA SEA ON I'HE EAST AM)' RAILROAD BED ON THE WEST , 
// UNCi.. USIVEl. ,'" 

(2) 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AM) (e) WILL LAND AT AP?ROXIf1ATELY " 
'/ H PLUS THREE HOURS IN ASSIG.NED HLA~S AM) ATTACK SOUTH TOWARD raE DMZ \... 

IN THE t~ESTERN PORTION OF THE ASSIGNED ZONE OF ACTION. THE RV!~' .. ~XR"" '\ 
'; BORNE TASK FORCE WILL CONDUCT A PARACHUTE ASSAULT A1' APPR-OXIMA'fEl'l ,,' 

H PLUS SIX HOURS AND OPERATE IN COORDHJATION WITH THE 1ST CM!t,LRY 
DIVISION FOR SJJBSE QUE NT OPERA! 10 NS tI TIM! NG OF r'HIS SEQUENCE OF 

'/ LANDING IS SUBJECT TO REFINEMENT. ." 
'/ BOUNDARIES WILL BE RAILROAD BED (NOT INCLUSIVE' ON THE EAST I~ND \.. 

FOLLOW A GENERAL TRACE IN THE PIEDI-qONT AREA AS RECO~1MEI\1DED BY CG 1ST '\ 
'/ CAVALRY DIVISION (AM) $. '\ 

(3) A COVERING FORCE WILL BE UTILIZED.tO COVER THE REAR (NORTH) \.. 
/.' OF THE ATTACKING FORCES9 _ ," 

'/ . rs GENERAL AND SPE'CIFIC COORDINATING CONSIDERATIONS ARE!:," 
./ . (D ONLY MINIMUM ESSENl'!{.\L LOGISTIC SUPPORT WILL BE INTRODUCED " 

INTO THE Ai4PHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREAo .. 
/ . (2) OPERATIONS WILL BE CONCLUDED "'!THIN THIRTY DAYS(J " 

).. ~ 
./ PAGE TWO RUNS{i}{ 2834 TOP SEC Ii E T L IfwlD IS NOFORN MeEO , 

(3) THE SHORT DURATION OF -fHE OPERATION INHIBITS DEEP PENETfU\,,-, " 
'/ 110M Hrro THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE AOA. " 
... (4) LINK""UP OPERATIONS l:lITH THE 3D MARINE DIVI5Im~ ~JILL REQ·· \, 
'/ UIRE A HIGH DEGREE OF CONTROL Af'l) COORDINAT!ONo '" 
'/ 7. FOR CG 1ST t1ARDIV&l CG 1ST t1AW ll AND CG 1ST CIWDIV CAf1)g SUBf111 " 
'/. . RECOMNENDED TAS1( ORGANIZATION TO ARRIVE AT THIS HEADQUARTERS NLT \, 
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LGG N CUSHMAN MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. FINAL SECTION OF II SECTIONS.
H-HOUR VIA HEL O AND SURFACE MEANS AND ATTACK SOUTH TOWARD THE DMZ IN
THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE ASSIGNED ZONE OF ACTION. BOUNDARIES WILL
BE THE SOUTH CHINA SEA ON THE EAST AND RAILROAD BED ON THE WEST
(INCLUSIVE).

(2) 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AM) (-) WILL LAND AT APPROXIMATELY
H PL US THREE HOURS IN ASSIGNED HLA'S AND ATTACK SOUTH TOWARD THE DMZ
IN THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE ASSIGNED ZONE OF ACTION. THE RVN AIR
BORNE TASK FORCE WILL CONDUCT A PARACHUTE ASSAULT AT APPROXIMATELY
H PL US SIX HOURS AND OPERATE IN COORDINATION WITH THE 1ST CAVALRY
DIVISION FOR SUBSEQUENT OPERATIONS. TIMING OF THIS SEQUENCE OF
LANDING IS SUBJECT TO REFINEMENT.

BOUNDARIES WILL BE RAILROAD BED (NOT INCLUSIVE) ON THE EAST AND
FOLLOW A GENERAL TRACE IN THE PIEDMONT AREA AS RECOMMENDED BY CG 1ST
CAVALRY DIVISION (AM).

(3) A COVERING FORCE WILL BE UTILIZED TO COVER THE REAR (NORTH)
OF THE ATTACKING FORCES.

F. GENERAL AND SPECIFIC COORDINATING CONSIDERATIONS ARE:
(1) ONLY MINIMUM ESSENTIAL LOGISTIC SUPPORT WILL BE INTRODUCED

INTO THE AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA.
(2) OPERATIONS WILL BE CONCLUDED WITHIN THIRTY DAYS.

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2834 T LIMDIS NOFORN MCEO
(3) THE SHORT DURATION OF THE OPERATION INHIBITS DEEP PENETRA-

TION INTO THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE AOA.
(4) LINK-UP OPERATIONS WITH THE 3D MARINE DIVISION WILL REQ

UIRE A HIGH DE GREE OF CONTROL AND COORDINATION.
7. FOR CG 1ST MARDIV, CG 1ST MAW, AND CG 1ST CAVDIV (AM): SUBMIT
RECOMMENDED TASK ORGANIZATION TO ARRIVE AT THIS HEAD QUARTERS NLT
2 JAN S8. UNQUOTE.
GP-1
BT
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· ~l1[it.~AIR.-SlIfPllID' __ FOR- _YORK--IJ~ u.,- <' 
'/ REFERENCE: A., CG III MAr MSG 26rf542Z D~C 670 . "-
. Bo COMUSMACV MS6 R71045Z DEC 670 "-
'/ 10 REfERENCE A INDICATED HITENIION OF CG III MAFfl WHO HAS PLANNING " l/ RESPOMSISU.ITY FOR, YORK II AI\[) II1~ TO tASK FIRST MA~J rOR ALL YORI{ II " 

AIR SUPPORT ON GROUNDS THAT SUCH ASSIGNMENT IS NECESSARYo "-
'/ 2~ DO NOT CONSIDER THAT REASONS AS STATED IN REF ARE SUFFICIENT to ." 
'/ SUBSIAiiiTIAIE PROPOSED ACTIO~J" OPPOSING CONSIDERATIONS SUGGEST " 
'/ PRESENT AIR SuPPORT ARRANGEMENTS SHOuLD BE..CONTINUED FOR THE fORCES "-
. ENGAGED IN TH!SO?ERATION!7 ~1!IH COORD \ I c: co '" 

'/ B1 REM IN NG WITH 7Af'/VNA leAL AIR corH s rEM.. , 
.. FORCES ASSISTED A APPRO RH\TE BY VIMF ARE FULLY CAPABLE OF' ".. 

'/_ ' OPERATING IN OBJECTIVE AREA .. MOST IMPORT.OaMT FACT IS "-

'/ " 
'/ "-
'/ PAGE 2 RUMSAL lSB8D TOP SEC RET "-

THAT ARMj'If.\RVN FORCE S INVOLVED HAllE IIf ORKEP 
'/ FORCES WITH RESUI .. T THAT ERNE 
'/ TEAMWORK BASED ON F IHLlAR Y STAN ING OF 

rqUrUAL ~APA:ILITIESo THESE FActORS OF PARTICULAR Ir~PORTANCE IN 
'/ UNIQUE PER TiONS OF AIRMOBILE FORCES Q AS5IGNNn!T OF 7.~F TACT leAL 
'/ AIR CONTROL PERSONNEL IN ALO/FAC DUT IES IS ',ALSO SIGtJIFICANT FACTOH " 

IN EF'F'ECT!VE~mSS" COMPLEXITY AND DIFFICULTY OF PROPOSED OPERATIONS " 
'/ ARGUE STRONGLY FOR CONTINUING WITH EFFECTIVE AND PROVEN ARRAGNEMENTS, '\ 
,/. AS DOES FACT THAT YORK II IS CONTINUATION AND EXPANSIOf-J OF' YORK 19 ." 

IN v/HICH SOME OF SAf~E fORCES \HLL BE E~lPLOYEDo SUCCESS ACHIEVED \HTH ,-. 
\\/~ AMERICAL DIVISION CONF'IRi~S VALUE OF MAINTAINING ESTABLISHED (fIR SUPPORT, 

RELATIONSHIPS REGARDLESS oF' OPERATING AREAII - " 
3 0 , III r-i F' OReES WHIC I r "'j.1 TIN B' SUPPOIHED 

'/ AS DE.. IRED BY EMAM' AIRCRAfT" THESE CAN BE RI<8DIL'i ASSIMILATED FOR '-. . 
• / AIR COORDINATION PURPOSES BY 7AF/VNAF TACS II WHICH HAS FULL CAPABILITY" 
:// FOR COORDINATING ALl.. AIR OPERATIONS ·Ul OBJECTIVE AREA M~D IS S'IS'fEi'! "-
, THROUGH WHICH ARC LIGHT SUPPORT IS COOHDH~ATEDo IF FMAIJI HAS SORTIES " 
'/' tWAILABLE IN ADDITION TO THOSE REQUIRED FOR SUPPORT OF XIX MAr '" 

REQUIREMENTS~ THEY CAN BE REPORTED Ar~D UTILIZED lAW t~ACV DIRECTIVE " . 
'/ 95 .. 4 TO AUGMENT OR REPLACE 7AF'/VNAF SORTIES IN OTHER ARE.4Sp FOR '\ 

'/ . ~ 

'/ " '/ PAGE .3 RUMSAL 1988D TOP SEC RET '" 
EXAMPLE IN TALLY HOo . '\ 

'/ \4" RECOi~MEND MJENDING MACV FLANMING DIRE.CTIVE p REf 8 p TO SPECIFY THAT 
'/ TACTIC/\L AIR SUPPORT OF FORCES INVOLVED WILL BE PROVIDED FROM 7AFI "-

VNAF IFMAW RE SOURCE S A S A PPR OPR lATE ~ SUCH P. IR SUPPORT TO BE ALL oeATED Ii " 

./ TASKED AND COORDINATED THROUGH 7AF'/VNAf. TACSo " 
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(FM 7AF TSN AB RVN
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10390

INFO UUMSHC/CG I FFORCEV
RUMSAK/CG III MAB
BT
TOPSECRET
SUBJ: AIR SUPPORT FOR YORK II (U)
REFERENCE: A. CG III MAF MSG 260542Z DEC 67.

B. COMUSMA CV MSG 1710452 DEC 67.
1. REFERENCE A INDICATED INTENTION OF CG III MAF, WHO HAS PLANNING
RESPONSIBILITY FOR YORK II AND III, TO TASK FIRST MAW FOR ALL YORK II
AIR SUPPORT ON GROUNDS THAT SUCH ASSIGNMENT IS NECESSARY.
2. DO NOT CONSIDER THAT REASONS AS STATED IN REF ARE SUFFICIENT TO
SUBSTANTIATE PROPOSED ACTION. OPPOSING CONSIDERATIONS SUGGEST
PRESENT AIR SUPPORT ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE CONTINUED FOR THE FORCES
ENGAGED IN THIS OPERATION, WITH COORDINATION AND CONTROL RESPONSI-
BILITY REMAINING WITH 7AF/VNAF TACTICAL AIR CONTROL SYSTEM. 7AF
FORCES ASSISTED AS APPROPRIATE BY VNAF ARE FULLY CAPABLE OF
OPERATING IN OBJECTIVE AREA. MOST IMPORTANT FACT IS

PAGE 2 RUMSAL 1988D I 0PSECRET
THAT ARMY/ARVN FORCES INVOLVED HAVE WORKED CONSISTENTLY WITH 7AF
FORCES WITH RE SULT THAT ALL CONCERNED HAVE DEVELOPED MOST EFFECTIVE
TEAMWORK BASED ON FAMILIARITY. RAPPORT AND FILL UNDERSTANDING OF
MUTUAL CAPABILITIES. THESE FACTORS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE IN
UNIQUE OPERATIONS OF AIRMOBILE FORCES. ASSIGNMENT OF 7AF TACTICAL
AIR CONTROL PERSONNEL IN ALO/FAC DUTIES IS ALSO SIGNIFICANT FACTOR
IN EFFECTIVENESS, COMPLEXITY AND DIFFICULTY OF PROPOSED OPERATIONS
ARGUE STRONGLY FOR CONTINUING WITH EFFECTIVE AND PROVEN ARRAGMENTS,
AS DOES FACT THAT YORK II IS CONTINUATION AND EXPANSION OF YORK I,
IN WHICH SOME OF SAME FORCES WILL BE EMPLOYED. SUCCESS ACHIEVED WITH
AMERICAL DIVISION CONFIRMS VALUE OF MAINTAINING ESTABLISHED AIR SUPPORT
RELATIONSHIPS REGARDLESS OF OPERATING AREA.
3. III MAF FORCES WHICH MAY BE INCLUDED IN OPERATION CAN BE SUPPORTED
AS DESIRED BY FMAW AIRCRAFT. THE SE CAN BE READILY ASSIMILATED FOR
AIR COORDINATION PURPOSES BY 7AF/VNAF TACS, WHICH HAS FULL CAPABILITY
FOR COORDINATING ALL AIR OPERATIONS IN OBJECTIVE AREA AND IS SYSTEM
THROUGH WHICH ARC LIGHT SUPPORT IS COORDINATED. IF FMAW HAS SORTIES
AVAILABLE IN ADDITION TO THOSE REQUIRED FOR SUPPORT OF III MAF
REQUIREMENTS, THEY CAN BE REPORTED AND UTILIZED IAW MA CV DIRECTIVE
95-4 TO AUGMENT OR REPLACE 7AF/VNAF SORTIES IN OTHER AREAS, FOR

PAGE 3RUMSAL198DTOPSECRET
EXAMPLE IN TALLY HO.
4. RECOMMEND AMENDING MACV PLANNING DIRECTIVE, REF 8, TO SPECIFY THAT
TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT OF FORCES INVOLVED WILL BE PROVIDED FROM 7AF/
VNAF/FMAW RESOURCES AS APPROPRIATE, SUCH AIR SUPPORT TO BE ALLOCATED,
TASKED AND COORDINATED THROUGH 7AF/VNAF IACS.
GP-4
BT 43 TOP SECRETCOPY OF COPIES11.1 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

/'~~@[lJ >,')[3CSl:1rnll ._ .... .., /_ e e e ~, 

~~ pp RUMGUL RIJ!~SAL RU~SA~J HAS BEEN SENT ~ 1 0 381 ~ 
DE RUMSAK 2737 3623230 . ~ 
Z NY ITTTT ZOt< JPCCO '" . 

• / P 2802321ZD~C67 . ~ 
// FlY] CSI!! !\-lAF ~ 
/ • TO RU'lJSAW/COMUSMACV " " 

/ 
RU~GUL/COMSEVDITHFLT ",,\ 

/ INFO RU~SAL/C9~ 7TH AF " 

// m~:t~~Hh~RD!V L·. t· \S· 0 F N ~ 
ZEN/Ct3 THIRD "1ARDIV '" . 

/ 
ZE~JC~ .FIRST 1\1 fl. v! . "-

v / Z E ~VCG, VO RLOG eM!) ~ 
/ . Z E~I/CG VlRSI' CAV D IV (ANJ) "-

/
. B1 \'" 

TOP SEC RET LI~DI~ NOFOR~ S~CTIO~I OF II ~ECTIOR~ ."\ 

/

/ I~!ITIAL PLA~'lP}3 GlJIDtHJCE FOR OPER.l\TIO~ !)URflNGO CITY (t!) ',," 
fio CO~1US~1ACV 162iS18Z DEC 67 (~OTAU cr~) . "-
Ie PURPOSE 

/ p. f) TO PROV IDE CO ~'jUS;1j.1.CV A ND CO "1SEVE 'fi HFL T ~.JI TH THE PLP. ~IN 11IlG '- . 

/ 
GUIDf.'.fI!CE ON If!HICH 'VI.Y CJLF PLAN!-lP1G ~TP.Ffi IS HHTIATING ADVA!\!CE <" 
PLANNING FOR OPERATION DURANGO CITYo . "-

~ . ~ 
/ P AG E Tl,oJO R U :'iJS A l< 2737 TOP SEC RET L I MD I S NO fO R ~ . '\ 

/ 
3& DISCLOSURE OF THIS INfORMAT-ION TO OTHER THfl.lII US FORCES IS '-

PROHIBITEDe FURTHER 9 DISSEMINATION Of THI~'GUIDANCE WILL 9E ClO~EL¥., 
// HELD AND LIMITED 10 THOSE ?~RSO~~EL REQUIRED TO INITIATE PL~N~I~Go '-. 

2 6 G E ~ER AL , "' 
A. IN OPERATIO~ DURA~GO CITY CINCPAC WILL EXE~tIS~ OPERATIQ~AL ~ 

// COf~!I'jA~D OVER FORCES ASSIGNED IV~!) OPER.~TP.1G IN £UPPORT OF' TP.E OP£RA- '-
TION THROUGH CO~f)US!ViACV AND THEP{4CO~1'1 COfliPO~ENT cO\~-r'~A~DERS, A'! . <\ 
APPROPRIATE~ . "-

~. S" COMUSMP.CV HAS BEEN A SSlG :-JE!) OVERALL RESPO Nsm IL lTY FOR HIE: " . 
"/ PLANNING {.l.~~D CONDUCT OF' THE O?ERtI.TION tHlD HAS 9EEi~ tlPPOBliED T.HE. ,,~ 

/

/ . COORDIN{.I.TING AUTHORny A.S 9EF'P,jED BY' PAH 3~281 OF JCS PUB 2~ t!fll.~f.l,L . '\ 
C~ CINCPACFLT HP,-S :)E~IGf\JtlTED CO!V!S:::VENTH!'LT ,r"c, CO~"fIANDER9 JOI~T .. ~ 
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e,:viPH!~IOU~ itlSI(.~:ORCE (CJATF) AND :lIRECTED CJAT~ REPORT TO cor~t!t:...., I,. 
,'j A cv ~ 0 R PL ~. N N I I·b ~ . . " 

Do COf1US:v!f.l.CV HAS DESIG:4ATED CG III'tl'j~.F p~ COMfvl!lll,llJER 9 JOPli U1Nj)~" 

/ 
i [~G FORCES (CJLFl FOR THE P1PHlB IOUSIJ.1. IR~03 ILE/f! IR30 q~lE to.c:;cAUL T e " 

/ 

E. CO;ijUS~ti.CV H~.S AD?I1'IONALLY D£SIGNi)TED CG III 'ViAF A': cor~f'r1p.!IJ~)ER~ .. '\ 
JOYNT LAND FCIRCES NOR1'H (CJLF'N) FOR ~1'9S£QU~NT OPER.o,TIOr~c P.C:HORE~ " 
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FM CG III MAF
TO RUMSAW/COMUSMACV
RUMGUL/COMSEVENTHFLT
INFO RUMSAL/CDR 7TH AF

LIMOIS
NO FORN

ZENMEG USARV
ZENEG I FFORCEV
ZEN/CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV
ZEN/CG FIRST MAW
ZEN/CG FORLOGCMD
ZEN/CG FIRST CAV DIV (AM)
BT
OPSECREI LIMDIS NO FORN SECTION I OF II SECTIONS
INITIAL PLANNING GUIDANCE FOR OPERATION DURANGO CITY (U)
A. COMUSMACV 1635182 DEC 67 (NOTAL) (IS)
1. PURPOSE

A. TO PROVIDE COMUSMACV AND COMSEVENTHFLT WITH THE PLANNING
GUIDANCE ON WHICH MY CJLF PLANNING STAFF IS INITIATING ADVANCE
PLANNING FOR OPERATION DURANGO CITY.

PAGE TWO RUNSAK 2737 T PSECRET LIMDIS NO FORN
3. DISCLOSURE OF THIS INFORMATION TO OTHER THAN US FORCES IS

PROHIBITED. FURTHER, DISSEMINATION OF THIS GUIDANCE WILL BE CLOSELY
HELD AND LIMITED TO THOSE PERSONNEL REQUIRED TO INITIATE PLANNING.
2. GENERAL

A. IN OPERATION DURANGO CITY CINCPAC WILL EXERCISE OPERATIONAL
COMMAND OVER FORCES ASSIGNED AND OPERATING IN SUPPORT OF THE OPERA-
TION THROUGH COMUSMACV AND THE PACOM COMPONENT CO MINANDERS, AS
APPROPRIATE.

B. COMUSMACV HAS BEEN ASSIGNED OVERALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
PLANNING AND CONDUCT OF THE OPERATION AND HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE
COORDINATING AUTHORITY AS DEFINED BY PAR 30281 OF JCS PUB 2, UNAAF.

C. CINCPACELT HAS DESIGNATED COMSEVENTHELT AS COMMANDER, JOINT
AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CJATF) AND DIRECTED CJATF REPORT TO CO MUSO
MACV FOR PLANNING,

Do COMUSMACV HAS DESIGNATED CG III MAF AS COMMANDER, JOINT LAND-
ING FORCES (CJLF) FOR THE AMPHIBIOUS/AIRMO3ILE/AIRBORNE ASSAULT.

E. COMUSMACV HAS ADDITIONALLY DESIGNATED CG III MAF AS COMMANDER
JOINT LAND FORCES NORTH (CJLFN) FOR SUBSEQUENT OPERATIONS ASHORE.

F. CG III MAF HAS DESIGNATED CG FIRST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING AS
COMMANDER, JOINT LANDING FORCE AVIATION/COMMANDER LAND FORCE NORTH
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AVIATION (CJLFAV/CLFNAV).

G. REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES (RVNAF) WILL BE UNDER THE
COMMAND OF THEIR RESPECTIVE NATIONAL OFFICERS AND WILL FUNCTION
NATIONAL UNITS INSOFAR AS PRACTICABLE, RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN U.S.
COMMANDERS AND RVNAF COMMANDERS WILL BE GOVERNED BY ARRANGEMENTS AS
MAY BE MADE BETWEEN THE RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS
3. MISSION. COMMENCING AT H-HOUR, D-DAY COMMANDER JOINT LANDING
FORCE, WITH FORCES ASSIGNED, LANDS IN VICINITY OF XOM LAP, NORTH
VIETNAN AND ATTACKS SOUTH THROUGH THE DMZ IN ORDER TO DESTROY ENEMY
FORCES, INSTALLATIONS, SUPPLY CACHES AND OTHER LOGISTIC FACILITIES
IN AND NEAR THE DMZ.
4. FORCES

A. U.S. MARINE FORCES
(1) 1ST MARINE DIVISION 8-) (REIN)
(2) 1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING

3. U.S. ARMY FORCES
(1) 1ST CAVALRY DIVSION (AIRMOBILE) (-)
(2) SUPPORTING FORCES AS REQUIRED

C. MACV RESERVE
(1) BDE, 1ST CAV DIV (AM)

PAGE FOUR RUMSAK 2737 I 0 E C LIMDIS NO FORN
(2) BDE, 101ST ABN DIV

D. U.S. NAVY FORCES
(2) THREE-FOUR CRUISERS (TWO 8" 9 ONE-TWO 5")(1) TWO CVA
(4) FOUR LSMR/IFSS(3) 16 DD

(5) ONE AGMR (6) TWO AGC
(8) FIVE LPH(7) TWO APD
(10) EIGHT AKA(9) FIVE LPD
(12) 12-14 LSD(11) EIGHT APA
(14) ONE APSS(13) 24 LST

(15) MINECRAFT AS REQUIRED (16) SERVICE FORCES AS REQUIRED
(17) TWO AH

E.VIETNAMESE FORCES
(1) ONE AIRBORNE TASK FORCE (THREE BNS PLUS A TASK FORCE HEAD-

QUARTERS).
(2) ONE MARINE TASK FORCE (TWO BNS PLUS A TASK FORCE HEAD-

QUARTERS).
5. ASSUMPTIONS

Ao THAT SOVIET INVOLVEMENT WILL BE LIMITED TO LOGISTIC AND
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO NORTH VIETNAM FORCES,

B. THAT CHICOM INVOLVEMENT WILL BE LIMITED TO LOGISTIC AND
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CoTHA! NUCLEAR 'oI!!:APO~S WILL ~OT BE 'USED IN THE EXECUTION OF " 
r / T HI S PtA ~e> ' " . 

/'" De THAI CJATF WILt DESIGNATE COfljt\1~~DER!I JO IN! tA\'IIDING FORCE • " 
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// . E~ THAT UPO ~ TER~ll NAT 10 ~ OF' T HE A~?HI8 IOU~ OPE:RAT 10!IJ~ TH~ ttl. ND <, 
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.//' THE DURATIO~l OF' OP~ D!!RA~GO CITY AS ~~ EXTENSIO~1 OF' THE CURRENT '" 
I II ~~AF AOR yr~ RVNe ' 
6 0 CO NeE?l 

/
' Ae CO~1)lA~JDER JOINT AMPHISIOUS,·TASK VORCE (CJAIF'> WILL CONDUCT l'''l '\.. 

/
" At1jPHIBIOUS/AIR!'i10BILE/AIRBORN~ P.SStI.Ul,T IfIJ T'HE VICINITY OF' XOfYI LAP~ <, 

. , NORTH V lET NAM A ND ATTACK SOUTH THRO UG HTHE D'ftZ 0 RESPO NSl9 ILITY FOR . " 
/. THE CONDUCr OF' OPEF/ATIO~S ASHQRE !lURING THE Il.MPHIBIOt!S OtlERATlON I~ " 

/ 
VESTED l}l CO!'il:tlANDERg L!OINl LMl!HNG FORCE (CJLF'> 111l ACCORDANCE tHTH '-
~HJP-22B (171\1 :31-11 ~ ,A I'M 2-53) 0 UPO"J TER"1HJAT 10 N OF THE A ~PHI8 IOU~ '\" " 
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~ P~GE SIX RUMSAK 2737 TOP 5 E eRE T·LIMSID NOFORN ' " 
/ PI) SUPPORT OF' THE OPERATIO~lo AND VaSo AIR FORCE FORCES\) AS REQUIRE\)9 0, 
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. DEFEND BRIDGE CROSSINGS 9 '\~HPJ DIR::CTED.. \, 

/
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO NORTH VIETNAY FORCES.

C.THAT NUCLEAR WEAPONS WILL NOT BE USED IN THE EXECUTION OF
THIS PLAN.

D. THAT CJATF WILL DESIGNATE COMMANDER, JOINT LANDING FORCE
AVIATION CG FMAW) AS TACTICAL AIR COMMANDER FOR THIS JATF.

E.THAT UPON TERMINATION OF THE AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION, THE LAND
PORTION OF THE FORMER AOA WILL BE ASSIGNED TO CJLFN/CG III MAF FOR
THE DURATION OF OPN DURANGO CITY AS AN EXTENSION OF THE CURRENT
III MAF AOR IN RVN.
So CONCEPT

Ao COMMANDER JOINT AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE (CJAIF) WILL CONDUCT AN
AMPHIBIOUS/AIRMOBILE/AIRBORNE ASSAULT IN THE VICINITY OF XOM LAP,
NORTH VIETNAM AND ATTACK SOUTH THROUGHTHE DMZ. RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THE CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS ASHORE DURING THE AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION IS
VESTED IN COMMANDER, JOINT LANDING FORCE (CJLF) IN ACCORDANCE WITH
NWP-223 (FM 31-11, AFM 2-53) . UPON TERMINATION OF THE AMPHIBIOUS
OPERATION, RESPONSIBILITY FOR OPERATIONS AND CONTROL OF ALL U.S. AND
ALLIED FORCES OPERATING WITHIN THE AOR IS PASSED TO COMMANDER JOINT
LANDING FORCE NORTH. AFTER CONTROL IS PASSED TO CJLFN AND THE JAIF
IS DISESTABLISHED, NAVAL FORCES, AS REQUIRED, WILL REMAIN IN THE AREA

PAGE SIX RUMSAK 2737 I 0 P E E T.LIMSID NOFORN
IN SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION, AND U.S. AIR FORCE FORCES, AS REQUIRED,
WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE SUPPORT AS REQUESTED BY CLFN/CLFNAV.

B. THE SCHEME OF MANEUVER ASHORE PROVIDES FOR THE LANDING FORCE
TO LAND APPROXIMATELY 25 KM NORTH OF THE DMZ (VIC XOM LAP) BY SUR.
FACE, HELICOPTER AND AIRBORNE MEANS, WHEEL TO THE SOUTH AND ATTACK ON
AS WIDE A FRONT AS PERMITTED BY THE TERRAIN, USING MULTIPLE AXIS
OF ATTACK AND COMBINING SURFACE AND HELICOPTER MOBILITY.

A COVERING FORCE WILL BE NECESSARY TO PROTECT THE LANDING FORCE
FROM ENEMY MANEUVER3 TO THE NORTH OF THE ATTACKING FORCE AS IT MOVES
SOUTH. THIS COVERING FORCE WILL BE A MARINE RLT (-) AND WILL BE
POSITIONED TO COVER THE MOST DANGEROUS AVENUE OF APPROACH FROM THE
NORTH. A BLT FROM THIS REGIMENTAL LANDING TEAM WILL BE ONE OF THE LF
RESERVE UNITS AND BE HELD ABOARD AN LPH. THE OTHER LF RESERVE UNIT
WILL BE ONE BATTALION FROM THE 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION HELD AT A DESIG-
NATED STAGING AREA SOUTH OF THE DMZ.

C. CONCURRENT WITH THE ATTACK TO THE SOUTH, LIMITED OBJECTIVE
ATTACKS TO THE NORTH WILL BE CONDUCTED BY THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION
TO FIX AND DESTROY ENEMY FORCES IN THE DMZ AREA AND TO INSTALL AND
DEFEND BRIDGE CROSSINGS, WHEN DIRECTED.

D. COMUSMACV WILL TERMINATE OPERATION DURANGO CITY UPON THE
BT
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FM CG III MAF
TO RUMSAV/COMUSMACV
RUMGUL/COMSEVENTHFLT
INFO RUMSAL/CDR 7TH AF
ZENN/CG USARV
ZEN/CG I FFORCEV
ZEN/CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEN/CG THIRD MARDIV
ZEN/CG FIRST MAW
ZEN/CG FORLOGCMD
ZEN/CG FIRST CAV DIV (AM)
BT
IOPSECRET LIMDIS NOFORN FINAL SECTION OF II SECTIONS
CROSSING OF MAJOR UNITS THROUGH THE DMZ AND UPON THE RECOMMENDATION
OF CG III MAP AFTER IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT THE NORMAL COMMAND
A ND CONTROL ELEMENTS WITHIN ICTZ CAN RESUME/ASSUME CONTROL OF
FRIENDLY FORCES ALONG THE DMZ.

E. THE GENERAL SCHEME OF MANEUVER IS INITIALLY DEPICTED AS FOLLOWS
(1) 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND RVN MARINE TASK FORCE WILL LAND AT
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H-HOUR VIA MELO AND SURFACE MEANS AND ATTACK SOUTH TOWARD THE DMZ IN
THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE ASSIGNED 2045 OF ACTION. BOUNDARIES WILL
BE THE SOUTH CHINA SEA ON THE EAST AND RAILROAD BED ON THE WEST
(INCLUSIVE),

(2) 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AM) (-) WILL LAND AT APPROXIMATELY
H PLUS THREE HOURS IN ASSIGNED HLA'S AND ATTACK SOUTH TOWARD THE DMZ
IN THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE ASSIGNED ZONE OF ACTION. THE RVN AIR-
BORNE TASK FORCE WILL CONDUCT a PARACHUTE ASSAULT AT APPROXIMATELY
H PLUS SIX HOURS AND OPERATE IN COORDINATION WITH THE 1ST CAVALRY
DIVISION FOR SUB SEQUENT OPERATIONS. TIMING OF THIS SEQUENCE OF
LANDING IS SUBJECT TO REFINEMENT.

BOUNDARIES WILL BE RAILROAD BED (NOT INCLUSIVE) ON THE EAST AND
FOLLOW A GENERAL TRACE IN THE PIEDMONT AREA AS RECOMMENDED BY CG 1ST
CAVALRY DIVISION (AM).

(3) A COVERING FORCE WILL BE UTILIZED TO COVER THE REAR (NORTH)
OF THE ATTACKING FORCES.

F.GENERAL AND SPECIFIC COORDINATING CONSIDERATIONS ARE:
(1) ONLY MINIMUM ESSENTIAL LOGISTIC SUPPORT WILL BE INTRODUCED

INTO THE AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA.
(2) OPERATIONS WILL BE CONCLUDED WITHIN THIRTY DAYS.

PAGE THREE RUMSAK 2738 TOPSECREI LIMDIS NOFORN
(3) THE SHORT DURATION OF THE OPERATION INHIBITS DEEP PENETRA-

TION INTO THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE AOA.
(4) LINK-UP OPERATIONS WITH THE 3D MARINE DIVISION WILL REQ-

UIRE A HIGH DEGREE OF CONTROL AND COORDINATION.
7. FOR CG ST MARDIV, CG 1ST MAW, AND CG 1ST CAVDIV (AM): SUBMIT
RECOMMENDED TASK ORGANIZATION TO ARRIVE AT THIS HEADQUARTERS NLT
2 JAN 68.
GP-1
BI
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10376
FM C G III MAF
TO RUMSAW/COMUSMACV
INFO RUMSAL/CMDR 7TH AF
ZEN/CG I FFORCEV

HAS BEEN SENIBT
PSECRET
CONCEPT FOR AIR SUPPORT FOR YORK II
A COMUSMACV MSG 0700372 DEC67 (NOTAL)
B. C OMUSMACV MSG 1710452 DEC67 (NOTAL)
1. REFS A AND B TASK THIS HQ TO DEVELOP DETAILED PLANNING
FOR YORK II. PRELIMINARY PLANNING FOR SUBJECT OPERATION
ENVISIONS JOINT ARMY/MARINE CORPS/ARVN TASK FORCE. DEPENDENCE OF
TASK FORCE ON HELICOPTER AND FIXED WING RESOURCES FOR TACT ICAL
MOVEMENT OF TROOPS, FIRE POWER, AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT, REQUIRES
CL OSE ST INTEGRATION OF AIR INTO ORGANIZATION FOR ALL PHA SES OF

OPERATION, OPLANNING, AND EXECUTION. INTEND TO TASK CG FIRST MAW
WITH RESPONSIBILITY OF PROVIDING ALL CLOSE AND DIRECT AIR SUPPORT
FOR THE OPERATION.
2. CONSIDER FMAW ASSIGNMENT AS SINGLE TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT

PAGE TWO RUMSAK 2549 TOPSECRET
AGENCY NECESSARY FOR FOLLOWING REASONS:
TA. FIRST MAW HAS BEEN ASSIGNED PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY

FORC INTERDICTION OF OBJECTIVE AREA PRIOR TO AND DURING WINTER
MONSOON SEASON CAMPAIGN.

B, RECONNAISSANCE ACFT OF FMAW PROVIDE DAILY COVERAGE OF
AREA AND ITS APPROACHES.
-0 C. AIR CONTROL FACILITIES FOR BOTH HELICOPTERS AND
FIXED WING OPERATIONS ARE IN BEING AND CAN READ IL ASSIMILATE
YORK 11 OPERATIONS.

D. F MAW FIGHTER/ATTACK ACFT ARE LOCATED AI CHU LAI AND3
DANANG AND CAN PROVIDE CONTINUOUS ALL WEATHER DAY AND NIGHT AIR
SUPPORT
3. ABOVE AIR SUPPORT CONCEPT STRESSES UNITY OF COMMAND, ECONOMY
OF FORCE, AND SIMPLICITY IN EXECUTION.
GP⑉4
BT
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LMOIS

TO ROMSAK/COMMANDER III MAF DA NANG VIETNAM
INFO RUMSMA/C OMUSMACV
RIMBDFK/TASK FORCE ALVXA NAKHON PHANOM APRT THAI
TUMBDFA/DET I 625 D SPTSQ UD ORN AFLD THAILAND
ET 0
IHOPSECRE E T/NOFORNAL IMDIS/DO
THIS IS A MUSCLE SHOAL S MESSAGE FOR LIMITED DISTRIBUTION.
SUBJECT: CONDUCT OF AIR OPERATIONS IN SVN PORTION OF MUSCLE
SHOAL S AREA (S).
10 THE COMMANDER, SEVENTH AIR FORCE HAS BEEN ASSIGNED
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ESTABL ISHING AND MAINTAINING AN AIR SUPPORTED
ANTI-INFILTRATION SYSTEM, MUSCLE SHOALS. THE ANT I-PERSONNEL
PORTIONQ.DUMP TRUCK) LIES WITHIN BOUNDARIES APPROVED TO MACV LEVEL
AND ACCEPTED FOR PLANNING AND RE PORT ING PURPOSES BY THE JCS. IT
INCLUDES PARTS OF NORTH VIETNAM, SOUTH VIETNAM AND LAOS BOUNDED
BY THE FOLLOWING UTM COORDINATES: XE 300 090 SOUTH AL ON G THE
LAOS/NVN BORDER TO XD 660 800 TO XD 880 800 TO XD 880 400 TO XD
430 400 TO XD 430 730 TO XD 300 900 TO XE 300 090. APPROXIMATELY

PAGE 2 RUMSAL 1675D T C E T NOF OR N LIMDIS
TEN: PERCENT OF THIS AREA EXTENDS INTO THAT PART OF SOUTH VIETNAM
OVER WHICH THE CG III MAF EXERCISES OPERATIONAL CONTROL.
2. IT IS HIGHLY DESIRABLE, IF NOT MANDATORY FOR MISSION SUCCESS

#AND SAFETY OF FRIENDLY FORCES, THAT THE SAME 7AF CONTROL PROCEDURES
BE USED FOR ALL MUSCLE SHOALS OPERATIONS REGARDLESS OF AREA. TYPE
MISSIONS TO BE CONTROLLED ARE AS FOLLOWS: ELICOPTER MISSIONS TO
INSERT AND EXTRACT SOG TEAMS EMPLACING SENSORS BY HAND: CONVENT IONAL
AND JET AIRCRAFT ON MISSIONS TO ACCURRATELY AIR EMPLACE SENSORS OR
S OW ANI I - PERSONNEL MINES; FAC AIRCRAFT ON MISSIONS TO VERIFY
SENSOR DETECTED TARGETS AND DIRECT STRIKES; STIKE AIRCRAFT
ATTACKING TARGETS IN THE MUSCLE SHOAS AREA; SURVE ILLANCE AIRCRAFT
IN A DEFINED ORBIT TO RELAY SENSOR TRANSMISSIONS.
3. MUSCLE SHOALS AIR OPERATIONS HAVE BEEN INTEGRATED INT C THE
OVERALL INTERDICTION CAMPAIGN FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND PROCEDURES
FOR CONTROL BY THE AIRBORNE BATTLEFIELD COMMAND AND CONTROL
CENTER (ABCCC) HAVE BEEN ESTABLISI THE SE ARE NORMAL AIR-CONTROL
PROCEDURES ENTIREL X CONSISTENT WITH OTHER AIR OPERATIONS IN LAOS
AND THE TALLY HO AREA NORTH OF THE DMZ. RECOGNIZING THAT III MAF
FORCES WILL DERIVE BENEFITS FROM PROMPT STRIKES AGAINST INFILTRATIONS
IN ALL PARTS OF THE DUMP TRUCK AREA, PARTICULARILY THAT PART EXTENDING
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INTO SOUTH VIETNAM, WE WOULD HOPE THAT THESE SAME 17AF CONTROL
PROCEDURE SQCAN BE APFLIED IN THE AREA OF MUTUAL INTEREST IN A
MANNER COMPATABLE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF CG III MAF.
46 WITH THAT OBJECTIVE IN VIEW II IS REQUESTED THAT 7AF BE CLEARED

#TO INFE STRICTED AIR OPERATIONS UNDER CONTROL OF THE ABCCC
IN THAT PART OF THE 1 CORPS AREA BOUNDED ON THE WE ST BY THE LAOTION
BORDER, ON THE NORTH BY THE PMDL, AND ON THE EAST AND SOUTH BY A
LINE DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: PROCEEDING FROM A POINT AL ONG THE PMDL
AT XDS995 6845 TO THE 1371 METER PEAK AT XD8140 5179 TO A RIDGE
LINE POINT AT XD 7075 4400 TO THE LAOTION BORDER XD6588 4645.
THIS INNER AREA COVERS THE GEOGRAPHY IN WHICH SENSORS WILL BE

EMPLACED, AND ENCLOSES THE EC-121 ORBIT NE CE S S A R Y TO READOUT
SENSOR TRANSMISSIONS. RELOCATION OF THIS ORBIT WITHIN DUMP
TRUCK BOUNDARIES MAY BE NECESSITATED FOR TECHNICAL REASONS OR
RELOCATION OF SENSORS. IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT THE PRESENT AREA
OF III MAF OPERATIONS DOWN TO THE KHE SANH TAOR IS OF IMKED RATE

#CONCERN TO THE CG III MAF FOR DEFENSIVE POSTURE AND OPERATIONS IN
THE KHE SANH COMPLEX AND THEREFORE RE QUETES SPECIAL MEASURES
TO ESTABLISH THE FLEXIBLE OPERATIONAL AND COMMAND ARRANGEMENTS
NECESSARY TO CONTROL AIR AND GROUND FIRES. THEREFORE AUTHORITY

PAGE 4 RUMSAL 1675D I C I N OF ORN LIMDIS
TO MODIFY THIS INNER BOUNDARY OR TERMINATE OPERATIONAL CLEARANCE
WILL REMAIN WITH CG III MAF. NORMALLY 48 HOURS NOTICE TO 7AF HQ
WILL REESTABLISH BOUNDARIES AS RE QUIRED BY THE CG III MAF EXCEPT
THAT UNDER EMERGENCY CONDITIONS A ONE KOUR NOTICE WOULD PERMIT
ORDERLY RILENQUISHMENT OF 7AF OPERATIONAL AIR CONTROL IN THE DUMP
TRUCK SENSOR AREA WITHIN SVN.
5. ACCORDINGLY IT IS PROPOSED THAT 7AF OPERATIONS BE CONDUCTED ON
A ROUTINE DAILY BASIS WITHIN DESIGNATED AREA AS FOLLOWS: Ao THE
ABCCC WILL LIMIT ARTILLERY FIRES THROUGH THE FIRE SUPPORT
COORDINATION CENTER FOR MINIMUM TIME PERIODS WHEN ORBII, STRIKE,
MISSION AIRCRAFT OR GROUND TEAMS WOULD BE JEOPARDIZED BY ARTILLERY.
B, WHEN ARTILLERY FIRES ARE BEING CONDUCTED AS COUNTER-BATTERY
OR IN SUPPORT OF MARINE GROUND OPERATIONS WITHIN THE DESIGNATED
AREA THE AIR CONTROL AND COORDINATION BOUNDARY WILL BE ADJUSTED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS STATED BY CG III MAF TO GIVE HIM
TACTICAL FREED OM OF ACTION. UNDER SUCH CONDITIONS, THE AREA ON

7AF CONTROL IN I CORPS AREA WILL BE CONTRACTED DURING THE PERIOD
NECESSARY TO CONFORM TO THE III MAF IMMEDIATE/ PROGRAMMED
OPERATION NEEDS. C. WHEN INTERDECTION TARGETS ROUTES ARE
NOMINATED BY THE INFILTRATION SURVEILLANCE CENTER (ISC) FOR

LIMOIS
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STRIKE, AND ARTILLERY IS CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS, THEN RE QUE ST

FOR QUICK RESPONSE ARTILLERY FIRES WILL BE MADE BY THE A BC CC TO
THE F SC C DONG HA IAW ESTABL ISHED PROCEDURES. D. IT WILL CONTINUE
TO BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE ABCCC TO COORDIANTE GROUND FIRES
WITH THE AIRBORNE MONITORING EC- 121 TO INCLUDE MOVING EC-121
ORBIT AS NECESSARY AND WITH OT HER MISSION AIRCRAFT AFFECTED. E.

ABCCC WILE RE QUEST ARTILLERY TO SUPPORT EMERGENCY EXTRACTION OF
GROUND TEAMS AS REQUIRED. F. 7AF WILL KEEP III MAF INF ORMED ON
A DAILY EASIS OF AIR OPERATIONS AND GROUND TEAM OPERATIONS
CONDUCTED IN THE I CORPS PORTION OF THE DUMP TRUCK AREA, TO INCLUDE
NO FIRE ZONES, NO BOMB LINES AND OT HER PERT TNENT DATA. CG III
MAF WILL SUPPLY LOCATIONS WHICH ARE FRIENDLY OR WHICH SHOULD NOT
RE STRUCK INSIDE THE DUMP TRUCK AREA.
6. IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE A 1 JANUARY 1968 OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY
FOR DUMP TRUCK YOUR CONCURRENCE ON THE ABOVE AIRSPACE CONTROL
AND COORDINATION ARRAGEMENT FOR MUSCLE SHOALS OPERATIONS IS

REQUESTED. GP-3
BT
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TOPSECRET LIMDIS NOFORN 41883 FROM: MACCOC 11
SUBJECT: OPERATION YORK PLANNING D IRECTIVE (U)
REF: COMUSMACV 40780 DTG 070036 DEC. 67 (TS) (NOTAL)
THIS MESSAGE IN THREE PARTS
PART ONE
I. (U) SUBSEQUENT TO BRIEFING AND DISCUSSION ON 9 DEC , COMUS-

MAC V ANNOUNCED PLANNING GUIDANCE AS PROMULGATED HERE IN FOR OPERATION
YORK. THIS MESSAGE SUPERCEDES REF.
2. (IS) OPERATION YORK.
A. PUR POSE : TO DIRECT PLANNING FOR A SERIES OF MAJOR OPERA-
TIONS TO BE CONDUCTED D UR ING THE PERIOD COMMENCING ABOUT MII FEE 68.

PAGE 2 RUMSAW 5704U I 0 C NO FOR N LIMD IS
OBJECTIVE: TO LOCATE AND DESTROY VC/NVA BASES, FACILI-B.

TIES AND MATERIAL, AND INTERD ICT ENEMY LOC IN THE TRI-BORDER AREA OF
QUANG TIN, QUANG NGAI AND KONTUM.PROVINCES; AND WESTERN QUANG NAM
THUA THIEN AND QUANG TRI PROVINCES.
C. CONCEPT:
( 1) GENERAL: IN A FOUR -PHASE OPERATION (YORK) COMMENC-

TING MID-FEB 68, A COMBINED TASK FORCE WILL ASSAULT SUCCESSIVELY INTP
THE WESTERN DO KA AND WESTERN QUANG NAM PROVINCE (YOUR IT: THE A
SHAU VALLEY (YORK II) WESTERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE (YORK III); AND
WHEN DETERMINED THE ESTERN DO XA (YORK IV). YORK I WILL BE UNDER
THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF CG, _FFCRCEV: AND YORK II AND YORK III
WILL BE UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL 0 CG, III MAF. PLANNING GUIL
ANCE FOR YORK IV WILL BE ISSUED AI A LATER DATE. IN CONJUNCTION WITH
AND IN SUPPORT OF YORK OPERATIONS, SPECIFIED AIRFIELD'S WILL BE
RESTORED AND CIDG CAMPS WILL BE ESTABLISHED YORK WILL BE SUPPORTED
BY ARC LIGHT AND TACAIR.
(2) YORK I: A TASK FORCE COMPRISED OF IST CAV (AM)
( 2 BDES) REINFORCED BY ONE ARVN ABN BDE WILL COND UCT A RECONNAISS-

ANCE IN FORCE INTO WESTERN DO XA (KONTUM SEGMENT) AND WESTERN QUANG,
NAM PROVINCE DURING THE PERIOD MID 6FEE TO END MAR 68. THE TASK FORCE
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/./ ,AIRVIElt WILt BE,EsrABLISHED ,AI rALO~ COINCIDENT WITH CIDG CAMF COft." . "-
r / ,SfRUCIION., cotJSlCE·RA.'flION SHOUlD "Bt; GIVEN TO KHAN·r;UCI) tAK TO.ANt:- " 
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WILL LOCATE AND INTERD ICT ENEMY LOC, DESTROY BASE CAMPS AND FACILI-
TIES, AND ESTABL ISH C IDG CAMP AT TALON CYC 885325). A 7 A TYPE 11
AIRFIELD WILL BE ESTABLISHED AI TALOR CO INCIDENT WITH CIDG CAMP CON-
STRUCTION. CONSIDERATION SHOULD "BE GIVEN TO KHAN.DUC, DAK TO. ANL
DAK PEK AS SUPPORT BASES FOR YORK I. THE TASK FORCE WILL PROVILE
OWN SECURITY FOR SUPPORT BASE(S). INSERTION OF AR VA UNITS AT LIS.
CRETION OF CG, I FFORCEV, BEARING IN MIND THE NECESSITY FOR DEVELOP-
ING COORDINATED PROCEDURES WHICH WILL BECOME INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT
AS THE YORK SERIES PROGRESS.
(3) YORK II8 AUGMENTED BY AN ADD IT IONAL EDE 1ST CAV
(AM). THE YORK TASK FORCE OF 3 BCES WILL CONDUCT OPERATIONS IN THE
A SHAU VALLEY CURING A PR 68 TO DESTROY ENEMY FORCES, BASES AND
FACILITIES; ESTABLISH CIDG CAMPS AT A SHAU AND TA BAT ANC ESTABLISH
A MINIMUM OF ONE C-133 AND ONE C 123 TYPE II AIRFIELD IN THE A SHAU
VALLEY.
(4) YORK III: THE THREE BDE YORK TASK FORCE WILL CON-

DUCT SEARC H AND DESTROY OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY FORCES, BASES AND
FACILITIES, AND INTERD ICT LOC IN WESTERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE [ URING
MAY 68.
D. BASE SUPPORT: DESIGNATED CONTROL HEAD QUARTERS WILL

PAGE & RUMSAW 5704U I 0 P E C R E I NO FORN LIMC 1IS
DETERMINE THEIR CONSTRUCT ION/IMPROVEMENT REQUIREMENTS EARLIEST IN
ORDER THAT ENGINEER WORK MAY COMMENCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND TO
ENSURE THAT YORK OPERATIONS ARE NOT DELAYED BY INCOMPLETE SUPORT
FACILITIES. SINFO THI HQ ON ALL BASE CONSTRUCT TION/IMPROVEMENT PLANS
AND REQUIREMENTS).
E. TASKS:
( ) CG, USARV: IN COORD INAI ION WITH CG D I FFORCEV

CG, III MAF : COMNAVFORV: AND CO , 5TH SFGA , DEVELOP LOGIST IC PLANS
FOR OPERATION YORK. ASSIST COMMANDERS CONCERNED AS REQUIRED IN THE
DETERMINATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF CONSTRUCT ION REQUIREMENTS.
(2) CG, I FFORCEV: IN COORD INATION WITH CG, USARV:
CG, III MAF : COMNAVFORV AND CO 5TH SFGA , DEVELOP CEK
ED PLANNING
FOR OPERATION YORK I.
(3) CG, III MAF: IN COORD INT ION WITH CMUSARV: CG,

I FFORCEV; COMNAVFORV: AND CO , 5TH SFGA, DEVELOP DETAILED PLANNING
FOR OPERATIONS YORK II AND III.
(4) COMNAVFORV: IN COORDINATION WITH CG, USARV: CG,

I FFORCEV: AND CG, III MAF, DETERMINE CONSTRUCT KON/IMPROVEMENT
QUIREMENTS AND IMPLEMENT ACTION AS REQUIRED . DEVELOP AND IMPLE-

MENT LOGISTICS SUPPORT PLANS AS REQUIRED.
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(5) CO, 5TH SFGA : IN COORDINATION WITH CG, USAR V
CG I FFORCEV: AND CG, III MAF , DEVELOP PERSONNEL AND MATERIAL
REQUIREMENTS PLANS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF OPERATIONAL TASKS TO BE
ASSIGNED 9 ANC THE INSTALLATION OF CIGG CAMPS.
PART THREE
3. (S) ALL MATTERS HAVING TO CO WITH SUPPORT FACILITIES
CONSTRUCTION/IMPROVEMENT AND CIGG CAMP ESTABL ISHMENT WILL BE HANDLED
AS SECRET (NEED TO KNOW) AND WILL BE WITHOUT REFERENCE TO. PLANNED
COMBAT OPERATIONS. COORD INATED PLANNIN WITH RVNAF JGS PLANNING
GROUP WILL BE NITIATED ONE MONTH PRIRO TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF EACH
YORK PHASE AND AS D IRECTED BY THIS HEAD QUARIERS. THEREAFTER,
COMMANDERS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PLANNING AND EXECUTION OF YORK
OPERATIONS ARE AUTHORIZED TO MODIFY THE NO FORN RESTRICTION AT THEIR
DISCRETION AND AS REQUIRED FOR EFFECTIVE COORD INATION.

(C) DESIGNATED CONTROL HEAD QUARTERS WILL BE PREPARED IO.4.
BRIEF COMUSMACV ON OPERATIONAL PLANNING AND CONSTRUCT ION DEVELOPMENT
DURING COMUSMACV VISITS AFTER 15 JAN 68.
So (U) DIRLAUTH.
6. (U) ACKNOWLDDGE RECEIPT BY MSG OR TELEPHONE MACCOC II, MACV
2927/2114 OF COC DROP 13. GP-4

BT
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, / F'~1 COMU5MAC\!: ' " 
/ / TO COMSEVENT 11Ft! "-

~ ~~d:~~~~AC II MIJ f S '~ 
//: ~ CINCUSARPAC , -

CINCPACAF' '" 
I' / CG fiMFPAC Fn' 
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/ / TOP SEC RET NOFORN LIMDIS .i11761 FR·OM~ 1"1ACPG SECT I OF II 
// SUBJg INl1IArrNG DIRECTIVE~ OPERATIONS NORTH OF THE D~lZ (S) " 
//:~' REF': Alii CrrJCPi~C l.TR 5531, SERg 000590, 18 ~JOV 67 (NOTALHTS " 

LPmIS NOR FOR) _ " 
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, / THJGENCYBASIS.. " ' ' '-
/;' 20 (1 S) BACKGROUND~ 
/: At>' CINCPAC EXERGISES OPERATIONAL COi1MAm!OVER fORCES ," 
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FM COMUSMACV
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INFO CINCPAC
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CINCUSARPAC
CINCPACAF

NO FORN

CG FMFPAC
CDR 7TH AF SAIGON
CG USARV LONG BINH
COMNAVFORV SAIGON
BT
IOPSECRETNOFORN LIMDIS 41761 FR.OM: MACPG SE CT I OF II
SUBJ: INITIATING DIRECTIVE, OPERATIONS NORTH OF THE DMZ (S)
REF: A. CINCPAC LTR 5531, SER: 000590, 18 NOV 67 (NOTAL)(TS
LIMDIS NORFOR)

8. JCS PUB 25 UNIFIED ACTION ARMED FORCES (UNAAF), 23
NOV 59

C. CINCPACFLI 292231Z NO 67 (NOTAL)

PAGE 2 RUMSAW 5676U T P SECRET NOFORN LIMDIS
D. DOCTRINE FOR AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS (FM 31-11/NWP 22

(B)/ AFM 2-53/LFM 01, 1 AUGUST 1967
E. MAPS: 1:250,000 JOG( G) 1501, SHEETS NE 48-11, NE 48-

12, NE 48-15 AND NE 48-15
1. (IS) PURPOSE: HIS DIRECTIVE INITIATES PLANNING FOR OPER-
ATIONS NORTH OF THE DMZ AS AUTHORIZED BY CINCPAC OUTLINE PLAN PROMUL-
GATED BY REFERENCE A. IT IS TO BE EMPHASIZED THAT ALL PLANNING
UNDERTAKEN AS A RESULT OF THIS DIRECTIVE WILL BE SOLELY ON A CON-
TINGENCY BASIS.
2. ( T S) BACKGROUND:
Ao CINCPAC EXERCISES OPERATIONAL COMMAND OVER FORCES
ASSIGNED AND OPERATING IN SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION THROUGH COMUSMACV
AND THE PACOM SERVICE COMPONENT COMMANDERS, AS APPROPRIATE. COMUS-
MA CV HAS BEEN DELEGATED OVERALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PLANNING AND
CONDUCT OF THE OPERATION AND HAS BEEN APPOINTED THE COORDINATING
AUTHORITY AS DEFINED BY PARAGRAPH 30281 OF REFERENCE B.
B. REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES (RVNAF) WILL BE UNDER
THE COMMAND OF THEIR RESPECTIVE NATIONAL OFFICERS AND WILL FUNCTION
AS NATIONAL UNITS INSOFAR AS PARACTICABLE. RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN US
COMMANDERS AND RVNAF COMMANDERS EILL BE GOVERNED BY ARRANGEMENTS AS

Act CHECKED UPON RECEIPT
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3..~ (IS) tESIGNATED COMi"iANPER s~ . '-
, Ao REFERENCE: C &ESIGNATED CO~SEVENTHF1.r AS CO~lMA(\JDEn!l ·JO'INl', "-
'/ ' AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE, CCJATttL AND II IREeTEt THAI CJATF' REFO~T TO " 
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. Eo IN ACCORDANCE. \~rrH THE AUTHORITY CONrAn~Et IN REFERENCE "-
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SBPAGE 3 RUMSAW 56:60 1 0 PSECKE I NOFORN LIMDIS
N10324MY BE MADE BETWEEN THE RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS.

3. (IS) DESIGNATED COMMANDER S:
Ao REFERENCE C DESIGNATED COMSEVENT HFLT AS COMMANDER , JOINT
AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE COJATFL AND IRECTED THAT CJAIF RE PORT TO
COMUSMACV FOR PLANNING.
B. IN ACCORDANCE WITH T HE AUTHORITY CONTAINED IN REFERENCE
A, CG, III MAF IS DESIGNATED COMMANDER , JOINT LAND ING FORCES (CJLF)
FOR THE AMPHIBIOUS/AIRMOBILE/AIRBORNE ASSAULT.
C. ADDITIONALLY, CT III MAF IS DESIGNATED COMMANDER JOINT
LAND FORCES, NORTH (CJL.FN) FOR SUB SE QUE NT OPERAT IONS ASHORE.
Do (TS) MISSION: COMMANDER, JOINT AMPHIB IO US TASK FORCE WITH
FORCES ASSIGNED, CONDUCTED AMPHIB OUS/AIRMOB ILE/AIRBORNE OPERATIONS
IN THE VICINITY OF XOM LAP, NORTH VIETNAM AND ATTACKS SOUTH T HROUGHI
THE DMZ IN ORDER TO DESTROY ENEMY FORCES, THE IR SUPPLY CASCHES AND
OTHER LOGISTIC FACILITIES IN AND NER THE DMZ.
5. (IS) AMPHIBIOUS OBJECTIVE AREA (AOA):

A. LANE.o FROM COORD INATES XE 7334 SO UT H ALONG THE COAST TO
THE NORTHERN BOUNDAR Y OF THE DMZ (YD 25 85) , WEST ALONG THE NORTHERN
BOUNDARY OF THE DMZ TO INTER SEC ION OF ROUTE 123 (XC 7673), NORTH ON
ROUTE 1 03 TO COORD INATES XC 7583, THEN ALONG WEST BANK OF THE XA RON

PAGE & RUMSAW 5676U T 0 P NOFORN LIMDIS
SA RAK 6 SONG LONG DAI TO LANG MO (XE5505), THEN ALONG THE WEST BANK
OF THE SONG DAI GIANG TO COORD INATES (XE 4334).

SEA.o THE AREA TO SEAWARD CONTAINED WITHIN A 27 NAUTICALB.
MILE ARC CENTERED FROM XOM LAP (YE 0921) , EXCLUDING THAT PORTION
SOUTH OF 1 DEG 05 ' LONGITICE.
C. AIR. THAT AIR SPACE UP TO 25,000 FEET OVER THE DESIG-
NATED LAND AND SEA AREAS.
a. (TS) FORCES: IND ICATED BELOW ARE THE FORCES COMMITTED TO

AND IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF THE COMMANDER , JOINT AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE ,
AS PROVIDED FOR BY REFERENCE A.
No US ARMY FORCES.
(1) 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AM) 8-1 BDE, DESIGNATED MACV
RESERVE).
(2) BRIGADE, o 101ST ABN DIV (ESSIGNATED MACV RESERVED
(3) SUPPORTING FORCES AS REQUIRED.

B. US AIR FORCE FORCES.
(1) TACTICAL AIR LIFT AS REQUIRED
(2) ARC LIGHT STRIKES AS REQUIRED.
(3) SUPPORTING AIR AS REQUIRED.

C. US NAVY/MARINE FORCES.
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163502 DEC 67
N°10324FM COMUSMACV

TO RUHGUL/COMSEVENT HF
RUMSAK/CG III MAF
INFO RUHKA/CINC FAC
RUHKB/CINCPACFLT
RUHKR/C INCUSARPAC
RUHKQ/CINCPACAP
RUHKM/CG FMF PAC
ZEN/CDR THH AF SAIGON
ZEN/CG USARV LONG BINK
ZEN/COMNAVFORV SAIGON
BT
TOPSECREI NO FORM LIMD IS 41761 FROM: MACPG FINAL SECT OF II
G. AFTER CONTROL IS PASSED A SHORE AND THE JAFT IS DIS-
ESTABLISHED, NAVAL FORCES, AS REQUIRED WILL REMAIN IN THE AREA IN
SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION.
H. AFTER CONTROL IS PASSED ASKORE AND THE JAFT IS
DISESTABLISHED , US AIR FORCE FORCES, AS REQUIRED , WILL CONTINUE IN
SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION.

PAGE 2 RUMSAW 56/70 0 PSECRET NOFORN LIIND IS
9. (TS) TERMINATION OF THE AMPHIB IO US OPERAT ION : THE AMPHI-

BIOUS OPERATION WILL BE TERMINATED WHEN CJAIF HAS REPORTED TO
COMUSMACV THAT THE LANDING FORCE IS FIRMILY ESTABL ISHED ASHORE AND
THE CJLF IS READY TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ATTACK SOUTH.
THE AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION WILL BE. TERMINATED AS EARLY AS PRACT ICABLE
AFTER LANDING THE LANDING FORCE.
D. (TS) TERMINATION OF THE OPERAT ION: THE CJLFN WILL REPORT

LINKUP OF FRIENDLY FORCES AND CROSSING OF MAJOR UNITS THROUGH DMZ
INTO SOUTH VIETNAM. UPON DETERMINATION BY CG III MAF THAT THE
NORMAL COMMAND AND CONTROL ELEMENTS WITHIN I CIZ CAN RESUME CONTROL
OF FRIENDLY FORCES ALONG THE DMZ, COMUSMACV WILL TERMINATE THE
OPERATION.
10. (IS) SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

A. DISCLOSURE OF THIS PLAN TO OTHER THAN US FORCES IS
PROHIBITED WITHOUT SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION OF COMUSMACV.
B. UNCLASSIF ED NICKNAME D LRANGO CITY IS ASSIGNED TO THIS
OPERATION.
C. ADDITIONAL DETAILS CONCERNING THIS OPERATION WILL BE
PROMULGATED SE PARATELY BY COMUSMACV.
Do CJAIF WILL SUBMIT HIS PLAN FOR APPROVAL TO COMUSMACV

PAGE 3 RUMSAW 5170 T E C R E NO FOR N LIMDIS
BY 26 JANUARY 1968.
E. PLANNING WILL BE CONDUCTED TO PERMIT READ INESS OF
PLANS AND FORCES BY 1 MAY 1968.
GP-4
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