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‘ npopular support of his movement; although they must cer-f:

al max1muxr1 effort an effort which® s1gn1f1es ‘his departure

; The’ result of the four month per1od durmg wh1ch
“the enemy refra1ned from major combat act1v1ty, wh1le si- ” )

pos1t1ons within 1 CTZ,, appeared on 29 January, ‘with the,
~ enemy's’ launching of his lunar New Year offensive. Substan-,.‘i R
tial in scope and 1ntens1ty, the enemy S carefully coord1nated
efforts not’ only achleved a h1gh measure of surpr1se, but
also made p1a1n that h1s campa1gn,3 still’ not ended, marks

~from’ his doctnne “of a protracted conflict in South V1etnam .
Forthcom1ng events may -well demonstrate that this all- ou
enemy surge heralds the cl1max of the V1etnam war .

s

b -_'j-By attacks on the c1t1es, to ach1eve c1v11 adm1n-'
1strat1on paralys1s and to generate popular upr1s1ng within .
these urban centers, “both’ to be followed by the estabhsh-‘
ment _of. ‘rump government. ‘ Although the enemy galned a’
strong foothold in Hue, and was able to ma1nta1n this lodge
“ment,.  his moves to occupy Quang Tri, Danang, Ho1 An;.
“Tam Ky, and Quang Nga1 were defeated Th1s failure’ marke ;
~a rruscalculatmn by the’ enemy command Contrary to” his.
: obwous and announced expectatwns, there were no massmp_“‘
r1s1ngs by ‘the’ people._ Conversely, “at Quang Tr1 Clty, for
example, the enemy's eJectlon was followed By a spbntaneous
C1t1zens . v1ctory celebration 1n the streets, at Nam O,, s1x
nnles northwest of Danang,. h1d1ng vC remnants were ex—
posed by the" c1t1zenry.‘ And the enemy s v101at1on of the
‘sacred. Tet period, coupled w1th the m1sery suffered by the
people as a result of his attacks, probably served to damp

ta1nly have 1ncreased fears concern1ng h1s strength The
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i com1'n1tted 1n— country a1rcraft resources. L

- ox: more of III MAF's_key pos1t1ons in the DMZ region. The"

degree of the enemy s fa11ure in the c1t1es may well be com-v R

‘pounded should GVN action to feed, house, clothe and treat’
-the suffermg C1ty dwellers be prompt and effectwe. et

T .‘;
" k

3 ,~The degradatmn,. by attacks on the a1rf1e1ds, of Lo

I MAF's air- "capability. Here, the’ enemy again failed. Al- .. R

‘though, cons1derab1e damage was done III MAF's a1rcraft byf 7
the enemy's Tet. rocket and mortar attacks, the da11y avers-

‘age of. Marine fixed wing and helicoptér sorties in the ten'ﬁf:: o
'days followmg these attacks approached January's. da11y~;",.\4’.‘.‘,»5',;

average (fixed . w1ng sort1es January daily average, 226,
-com ared to ‘the post-Tet da11y average of 223; he11copter"'~ :

N ,sort1es January daily average, 1, 095, cbmpared to the post-'

’I‘et da11y average of 1,107). The .enemy's attacks did, how-,'f--v-‘

' ever, “result in a1rf1e1d fac111ty and equ1pment damage wh1ch a ) o
‘has 1mpeded the n1ght t1rne mamtenance effort :

i B -The degradatmn, bY attacks agamst 11nes of com-n

’munlcatmn,' of III MAF's log1st1c capability. Here ‘the ene-f’h‘ TR
my,.” by cuttmg roads, blow1ng ‘road culverts,' and dropping .- -
-:br1dges," and by attacks aga1nst river- convoys', attained his = .-

- largest degree of success. In addition to plac1ng the d1str1- o
' ,'but1on of supplies throughout I CTZ at d1sadvantage, his road-

>“1nterd1ct1ons placed heavy burden, for. the requ1red move-. S
ment ‘and red1str1but1on of troop formatmns, »on the fully— e

-l -The ach1evement of concluswe V1ctory over one'

;attacks necessary to this y1ctory have not yet been’ set. in
mot1on, .and the enemy forces pos1t1oned within str1k1ng‘“d1s—'

The countenng of the enemy s’ campa1gn has caused
dn'n1nut1on in the support of Revolut1onary Development by.
both Marlne and ARVN forces; the range and ultimate effects‘_'-.j K
of th1s d11ut1on of the. RD effort are st111 to be assayed R T
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-7 _ W1th1n 1 CTZ dur1ng January, the focus of large unit
operat1ons remained .on that region north of the Hai Van pass. ) E
The 17 large unit operat1ons conducted or in progress during '
the month resulted in 3,674 enemy killed and the capture of - ’ E
~100 pr1soners and 490 weapons. Marine assaults aga1nst ene- )

. my forces in ‘the DMZ region cost the enemy 1,160 troops, ".. .

" while the enemy attacks against Hue. and Danang had resulted,
~by 9 February, in the loss of 2, 343 and l 473 enemy sold1ers, L .
,reSpectwely T e : oo )

L - III M_AF'S counterguernlla campa1gn 1n .Tanuary en- g
ﬁcompaSSed 28,265 small unit actions and 575 company size
search and destroy “operations. These Army and Marine . - )
~efforts did much to lessen -the enemy s chances ‘for success ' . L.
during his subsequent Tet campaign, and the 841 enemy killed 1‘
: by these operat1ons constituted a heavy blow to the guerrilla )
.. -structure in'I CTZ, “Marine STING RAY patrols ma1nta1n1ng
_then‘ surve1llance over the enemy's h1nterland lines of com- :
u_mumcatmn, accounted for an add1t1onal 275 enemy ‘killed, a
‘new monthly record for these deep rang1ng reconna1ssance .
ielements. S - NS : " S e
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, _ Marme a1r cont1nued its round the clock support of
{III MAF s combat. operatmns. Desp1te poor weather, fixed:
'_f,wmg squadrons of the 1st Marme Aircraft Wing flew 7,017
' sortxes, 384 of which were flown against lines of cornrnum--i SR
icat1on in Laos and 796 against targets in North Vietnam. = r )‘.7‘71. i
;,Marme hehcopter pilots of )II MAF and the Special Landmg S

Ii:\rces flew 34, 957 sort1es,’ l1ft1ng 50 925 troops and 6 617

tonms’ of cargo. AR v e :
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The Comb1ned Act1on Platoons execute?l 2 919 n1ght N
a.xnbushes and ‘patrols’and 1,602 daylight patrols in defense = .
, of the1r ‘individual hamlets and adJacent roads.' accountmg CEE T
‘for, 366 enemy killed and the capture of 45 others, Increas-’ R
"ingly’ the target of enemy attacks,’ mth 47% of this enemy o
effort s1nce l November 1967 hav1ng been d1rected at. these IS
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ithrough 8 February, was also high: 176 killed and 678
.;s-—.';younde.d.‘ owmi R e R
sb - .
. b o ‘
. b: pr \

- combined Popular Force /Marine units, the CAP's capabili--‘

ties were highlighted in January by engagements at Khe Sanh,

”‘Cam Lo, Phu Loc, and Danang. These CAP actions are de-
"scribed in the Large Unit and the
‘sections of this edition, .~ &

Revolutionary Development

Sy P

T}le pefforﬁaﬁ‘ée 'of ARVN forces during January
~was accented on 31 January, at the height of the enemy's Tet

offensive, when elements of the lst ARVN Division repulsed

two enemy

W

) battalions in the northeast sector of Quang Tri . - |
‘City, killing 468 NVA~ soldiers and capturing 232 weapons in-.
the process. In the battle at ‘Hue, attacking Vietnamese
‘forces had, by 8 February, retaken most of the Citadel and g
.had killed 1, 290 NVA/VC and A;_captu'i'ed 13 prisonefs and 594 .
weapons. The price paid by the Vietnamese forces in Hue, . -
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AIR OPERATIONS

Despite a backdrop accented by poor weather and
an intensified enemy attack effort oriented toward the
I CTZ aircraft bases, the month of January nevertheless
saw an increase in the tempo of Marine air operations in
support of Free World and ARVN forces within the north-
ern five provinces of South Vietnam, in North Vietnam,
and in Laos. During the month, pilots of the lst Marine
Aircraft Wing logged 7,017 fixed wing combat and combat
support sorties, the highest number ;since July 1967, and
the third highest yet recorded. Marine helicopter pilots
of III MAF and the Special Landing Forces flew 34,957
sorties, an increase of 3,766 sorties above the number

. flown in December 1967.

Fixed Wing Operations

_ Marine attack and fighter aircraft flew 4,891 com-
bat sorties in-country during January, of which 1,174
were close air support sorties, 3,651 were direct air
support sorties, and 66 were helicopter escort, armed
reconnaissance, or air defense sorties. These aircraft
delivered 9,054 tons of bombs, the largest amount since
July 1967, on known and suspected enemy positions, re-
sulting in a confirmed loss to-the enemy of 417 killed.
An additional 692 in-country sorties, consisting of 476
visual reconnaissance and 216 sensor reconnaissance
flights, provided ground commanders a portion of the
battlefield surveillance required. Further aerial recon-
naissance coverage was obtained through the 352 sorties
flown by the US Army's 245th Surveillance Aircraft Com-
pany, attached to IIl MAF, )

A total of 1,434 combat and combat support sor-

ties represented the lst Marine Aircraft Wing's out-of-
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country effort during the month, which included 1,180 strike sor- |
ties, 226 reconnaissance sorties, and 28 combat air patrol sorties,

The sum of the fixed wing effort, 7,017 sorties, gives
evidence of the enemy's inability, thus far, to damage severely
III1 MAF's air support apparatus. Although enemy attacks by fire
on our air bases remains within his capability, the damage in-
flicted thus far has not impeded greatly III MAF's air operations.
Below is a graph which depicts daily fixed wing sorties flown
by Marine aircraft, from 1 January through 10 February; enemy
attacks against the Danang and Chu Lai airfields are annotated.

DAILY FIXED WING COMBAT/COMBAT SUPPORT SURTIES
v . 1JAN - 10 FEB1968

1y o M\ v i

‘= 700 14
DAILY AVERAGE
t : SORTIE RATE
50

100
. ' ENEMY ATTACKS
t ’ ) AGAINST AIRFIELDS

NEW YEAR'S
STAND DOWN

) 8 15 22 29

‘ 5
IN E fee

-Air in Support of DMZ Operations

&

" Marine aircraft, without interruption, provided support
‘to ground forces deployed in the DMZ region, attacking both
known enemy troop and gun positions (as “sighted by ground and
‘air observers), and suspected enemy concentrations derived by
airborne reconnaissance sensors. The character of the attack
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support provided maneuver elements by Marine aircraft
is illustrated by the following examples, which took place
near Khe Sanh in January.

-On 21 January, an A-6A from VMA(AW)-533
delivered twenty-eight 500 pound bombs while conducting
a close air support mission against an enemy force attack-
ing the Huong Hoa subsector headquarters two and one
half miles south of the Khe Sanh combat base. Bomb dam-
age assessment was recorded as 100 enemy troops killed
and three bunkers destroyed. '

-Also on 21 January, a Marine air observer fly-

ing in the mountainous area 13 miles south of Khe Sanh,

and well within the enemy's effective small arms fire en-
velope, sighted and marked enemy positions for flights of
fixed wing aircraft. The air observer-controlled attacks
resulted in 40 North Vietnamese soldiers killed.

- : -=-On 22 January, a company forward observer,

'located approximately one mile southeast of Lang Vei,

,spotted'_ an eight-man North Vietnamese Army patrol and
requested a fixed wing air attack. The responding attack
aircraft were credited with killing seven of the eight

= NVA soldier_s.

-On 24 January, Marine attack aircraft delivered
napalm on an enemy position one-half mile northeast of
the Khe Sanh combat base, forcing ten NVA soldiers out
into the open. Marine infantry then took the fleeing enemy
under fire, killing all ten.

-On 28 January, an air observer flying in an

area five miles to the northwest of Khe Sanh combat base
‘directed air attacks and artillery strikes on 40 enemy

troops, resulting in seven confirmed NVA killed.
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The effort expended by Marine fixed wing attack
aircraft in the Khe Sanh/DMZ region is shown on the
map below, which depicts attack sorties and ordnance
delivered in November, December, and January in the
critical Khe Sanh region and in the Con Thien - Gio Linh -

2. Dong Ha complex of northern Quang Tri province.

AfTACK SORTIES AND ORDNANCE DELIVERED IN DMZ AREA
1 NOV 1967- 31 JAN 1368

Fn o s 10
TEZ ot
KCometer

O\;er 3,550 Marine sorties
delivered over 8,620
tons of ordnance

Ovor |:DOO Marine sorties
‘delivered over 2,130
tons of ordnance

The nearness of the Danang and Chu Lai based
Marine attack/fighter aircraft to targets within and proxi-
mate to the DMZ, provides a rapid means whereby the
tactical situation there can be influenced. The time, once
airborne from Danang to the Khe Sanh region, for example,
is approximately 18 minutes for a fully loaded F-4B. This
time can be increased by that required to processaan
air request or can be decreased by diverting from a pre-
viously assigned target, aircraft already airborne. On the
following page is a map which depicts the flight time re-

quired for tactical aircraft launching from various air-

fields in Southeast Asia, as well as from Navy carriers

positioned on Yankee Station, to reach targets in the DMZ -
Tregion,
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Enemy Surface-to-Air Missile Activify in the DMZ

Evidence of the hurt the enemy is suffering by
.the_s'e air attacks is shown by North Vietnamese surface-
to-air missile (SAM) activity, which continued in the DMZ
area during the month. SAM's were observed in flight
twice in the DMZ area, on 1l and 29 January. In addition
i to the SAM firings, a new SAM site, heavily camouflaged
' ' and ‘containing missile equipment, was photographed on
6 January approximately 11 miles northwest of Con Thien,
Another site was reported on 28 January, located approxi-
mately one mile farther north, These two sites bring to
. nine the total number of sites discovered in the region . :
just to the north of the DMZ, Four sites, however, are
considered to be incapable of accepting SAM equipment,
due to attacks by friendly fires. Thus, five SAM sites,
currently capable of accepting missiles, oppose friendly

air operations in the DMZ region. These sites are shown , :
on the following page.
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ENEMY SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE SITES
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-Marine All-Weather Operatiéns

Fixed wing visual target acquisition and ordnance
‘delivery procedures were at times severely hampered
during January by the northeast monsoon. This cyclic
weather condition, which begins in October and normally
subsides during March, brought a continued low cloud
coverage - a stratus condition known as crachin - to the
coastal plains and to the mountain regions of I CTZ, In
addition, a constant early morning fog, which often burned
off in the lowland regions by mid-morning, frequently re-
.mained throughout the day in the highlands. Further,
thunderstorm activity repeatedly occurred over the inland
mountainous terrain. Continued use was therefore made
of the six Marine TPQ-10 radar equipped air support ‘
radar teams (ASRT's) positioned at Dong Ha (two), Khe
Sanh (two), Phu Bai, and Danang. The use of the ASRT's
' enhanced the lst Marine Aircraft Wing's capability. to pro-
vide continuous air support. In addition, the radar is capa-
ble, during poor weather and at night, of positioning air-
craft through a voice link over a predetermined release
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point for aerial resupply and flare drops. During the
month there were 2, 976 aircraft sorties controlled by
the teams.

Below is depicted the present ASRT's locations,
4 the area over which their radar is capable of controlling
"aircraft, the sorties controlled since November 1966, and
the sorties cancelled due to target weather,

MARINE AIR SUPPORT RADAR TEAM LOCATIONS AND COVERAGE |

SORTIES CONTROLLED
BY MARINE ASRT'S

SORTIES CANCELLED
DUE TO TARGET WEATHER

C JAN FEB MAR AFPR MAY 1)

N JuiL AUG SEP ocT NOY DEC JAN
1967 1968

-Out-of-Country Operations

During January, 796 strike sorties were flown
against enemy targets in North Vietnam (739 of which
~were in the Route Package I area, immediately to the
‘north of the DMZ) and 384 strike sorties were flown

SECRET

REPRODUCED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE

65

|

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

REPROi'iCED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE

SECRET

against enemy lines of communication in Laos. Of the North
Vietnam istrikes, 350 were flown by the A-6A Intruders of
VMA(AW)-533 and VMA(AW)-242, which delivered 6,587 bombs
against 1,028 targets - of which 944 were moving targets.

Below is shown the A-6A attack effort in NVN since
January 1967.

MONTHLY MARINE A-BA ATTACK Sﬂl’lTIES IN NORTH VIETNAM

. 4TH QTR AVERAGE:
324

iR
{
L 2ND QTR AVERAGE: ..
1 2 4

1ST QTR AVERAGE .-__...._- — e [

APR

JuL DEC JAN
1967 - 1968

_ Companion to the A-6A flights out-of-country, the EA-6A's
of VMCJ-1 flew 56 sorties over the most distant reaches of North
Vietnam, providing the attacking A-6A's with electronic counter-

measure protection against enemy missiles and radar controlled
antiaircraft fire.

Helic opter Operations

N
During January, Marine helicopter pilots of the lst Marine
Aircraft Wing flew 31,957 sorties, while pilots of the Special
Landing Forces flew an additional 3,000 sorties. These brought
the total number of Marine combat and combat support helicopter
sorties flown since March 1965 to over 1,115,000, A total of
50,925 III MAF, ARVN, and ROKMC troops were lifted during
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the month, as were 6,617 tons of cargo. III MAF's CH-46's .
contributed 12, 308 sorties to the helicopter effort, compared

with the CH-46 monthly average of 3,980 sorties during October,
November, and December 1967, compiled while the CH-46 heli-
copter modification program was in progress.

At the end of January, assigned Marine WestPac heli-
copter strength was 129 UH-34's, 78 UH-1E's, 133 CH-46's, and
35 CH-53's, while the on-hand strength was 111 UH-34's, 68
UH-1E's, 97 CH-46's, and 33 CH-53s. As seen in the graph be-
low, which depicts daily helicopter sorties flown from 1 January
through 10 February, the enemy attempts to hinder III 'MAF heli-
copter flight operations by attritting these helicopter resources
proved largely unsuccessful. The epemy attacks on those 1 CTZ
airfields where Marine helicopters are located are also annotated.

DAILY HELICOPTER SORTIES
1 JAN - 10 FEB 1968

1,500

1000

DAILY AVERAGE
SORTIE RATE

soo,\
- , ENEMY ATTACKS =
gg\:lﬂ\ézsgvsm . AGAINST AIRFIELDS
} 8 . 15 22 29 B 10
JAN FEB

Casualty Evacuation

During January, 3,744 casualties were helicopter lifted
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from the battlefield to medical facilities in rear areas for
further treatment, compared with 2,412 during December.
The typical responsiveness of Marine helicopter pilots to
the urgent requirement for quick evacuation of battle
casualties is shown by the following example. On 20
January, a Marine attack against an estimated North Viet-
namese battalion in the mountains five miles northwest

of the Khe Sanh combat base,” resulted in 103 of the ene-
my killed. During the battle, 29 Marines were wounded
and required evacuation. In the midst of the action, Marine
helicopters landed in a zone still swept by heavy enemy

automatic weapons and sniper’/fire, successfully evacuating
the Marine casualties.

Fixed Wing and Helicopter lL.osses

The intensity of the combat in I CTZ during January
was evident by the number of aircraft lost due to enemy
‘ i - activity. Seven fixed wing aircraft (three A-4E's, one F-4B,
”i’ one F-8E, one EF-10B, and one A-6A) and six helicopters -
(three CH-46's, one UH-34, one CH-53, and one UH-1E)
were last, while airborne, to enemy ground fire. On the
airfields, seven fixed wing (six F-4B's and one A-6A) were
damaged beyond repair by the enemy's mortar and rocket
attacks. Thus, during the period March 1965 - 31 January
1968, the total number of aircraft lost due to direct enemy
action was 80 fixed wing and 119 helicopters. In addition,
a total of 328 aircraft (290 sustaining minor damage) were
damaged by enemy fire while airborne during the month,
while 104 aircraft (91 sustaining minor damage) were dam-

aged by the enemy's mortar and rocket attacks of the air-
fields.

t
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SUMMARY

The enemy's Tet offensive' in I CTZ, conceived by~

: the ‘National Front for Liberation as a means of destroying

the combined GVN/US Revolutionary Development and paci-

4 fication efforts, achieved favorable psychological effect,

i. . - world wide notoriety, but little lasting success on the ground.
] - ‘Although shaken, bewildered, and injured by the violence of .

i1 the enemy's attacks, the civilian population refused, .en

' masse, to rally to the enemy's ranks. Instead, they stood

s : fast in support of their elected government.

et e A ) e s,

|
' S Follow1ng the 1n1t1a1 shock of the enemy attack the
1 " GVN, slowly regauung its cohesion, organized Operation
E - RECOVERY, a.90-day relief and reconstruction effort to
3 . bring meanmgful help to the thousands of suffering civilians
? h:r:oughout the I Corps area. Focused primarily on Hue, the
' 5 scene of catastrophic destruction, the relief effort brought
. 3 -food, clothing, shelter, a.nd med1ca.1 attention to that c1ty s
116, 000 displaced persons. : L
By end February, following reappra1sa1 of the RD/
k ‘pacification campaign in the wake of the enemy's Tet activi-
| ties, it was apparent that the basic tools of the carnpaigni'e-'
| . mained sound -- the Combined Action Program was  in-
f ‘tact; the RD campaign, newly bolstered by seven additional
i trained cadre teams, had regamed its momentum; ARVN
! operatlons in support of RD had reached a record level-in .
t 'February, despite the month-long commitment of forces to
I ‘the battle for Hue;. and Operatmn RECOVERY, in the face of
.i; . continued enemy harassment ‘was. progre551ng reasonably
" {wen : - - : :

- February combat in I CTZ moved at a record pace,”
as -III MAF large unit operations killed 6, 512 enemy - al-
‘most double the war's previous monthly high of 3, 674,

GO
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established 1n .Tanuar.y 1968. ’fhe center of the heaviest fight-
-ing . remained in the two northern provinces, between the
-'DMZ and the c1t~,r of Hue. S

In the DMZ reglon, Manne operatlons athwart the
--enemy 8. north-south lines of communication, killed over
1, 000 '_front line enemy troops and impeded his movement of
supplies. And in the month long battle for Hue, the combined
Marine and Vietnamese counterattack to recapture the -city
cost the enemy over 5, 000 troops,. the equivalent of two regi- -
“ments. And the Khe Sanh combat base, manned by 5,700
Marines and 500 ARVN Rangers,, stood fact in the face of
some 4,404 rounds of enemy artillery, rockets, and mor-
tars, as well as minor ground attacks. - -

The reflection of the war's increased inten_sity was
not limited to enemy losses - 422 Marines and 282 soldiers
were k111ed inICTZ's February large unit operatmns.

. i - - The Marlnes' cou.nterguernlla effort dur1ng thef g
S month resulted in 18,258 small unit operations which were -

~ credited with killing 1,398 of the enemy, the highest monthly
small unit action toll against the enemy by Marines thus far.
in ‘the war. And 63 Marine STING RAY patrols, continuing-
'the1r round-the-clock monitoring of the enemy's hinterland
‘movements, accounted for another 117 enemy dead, at a cost
of one Marine, On 22 occasions during the month, and de-
sp:.te p0551b1e enemy ‘reprisals against themselves or their .
famlhes, Vietnamese civilians volunteered information to
frlendly troops. In one instance, a III MAF unit vzas led to a
ca,che conta1n1ng 54 brand new enemy Weapons. :

!

.

- Pilots of the 1st Manne A1rcra.ft W1ng ﬂew 6 788‘
fixed wing combat and combat support sorties in February,
nearly 1, 000 more than during February 1967. Marine A-6A's
flew 829 sorties, the highest monthly number, by 57, since
the plane 8 1ntroduct10n in-country during November 1966.
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And hehcopter pilots of the 1st MAW and the Special Land1ng‘
Forces,  despite prolonged periods of marginal weather,
flew 32,455 sorties, compared with the 33,670 sorties flown
in February 1967. The Marine hehcopters lifted 7, 724 tons.
_of cargo (a new record) and 41, 159 troops. :

W1th the northeast monsoon requ1ring continued re-
liance on ground controlled radar bombing attacks, the six
Marine air support radar teams (ASRT's) positioned in the
‘I CTZ controlled over 4,000 sorties, the highest monthly
number thus far recorded. In testimony to the effectiveness -
of these systems, only seven sorties were cancelled, due to
ta'rget weather, during the month. /

: Combat and combat support sort1es flown aga1nst
targets in North Vietnam and Laos totalled 948, the fewest:
since " June 1967, due to the intensified suppozrt. provided
: S ﬁground units deployed in northern I CTZ. All but 29 of these
_sorties were flown in the North Vietnam region contiguous
. ! to the DMZ. Aircraft losses due to direct enemy action dur-

- . I _ing the month totalled 15 (12 helicopters and three fixed wing
i _'arrcraft),\ which brought the total number of planes lost
‘since March 1965 to 83 fixed wmg ‘and 131 rotary w1ng air-

- ‘cra.ft. : :

. The continued deployment of add.1t1ona1 US forces to
northern I CTZ, including the late-February arrival from
the United States of Marine Regimental Landing Team-27
afd-the 3d Brigade of the US Army's 82d Airborne D1v1sron, -
placed a severe strain on the logistic mechanism in I Corps
Ta.ct1ca1 Zone. The challenge was met, however, and the
ﬂow of required personnel and supphes to the operatmg
forces contlnued : :

[

In support of h:|.s campaign in I CTZ during Febru-
ary, the enemy expended 15,286 rounds of major, mixed-
_ce11ber supporting arms fire (5,077 rounds of artillery,
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1, 924 rockets; and 8,285 mortar rounds). He expended, in .
addition, a confirmed total of 14, 344 troops, of which 8, 756
were killed by Marine and Army units of the II1 Marine Am-

phibious Force.
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AIR OPERATIONS

During February, Marine fixed wing fighter and attack
Airplanes of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing and Marine heli-
copters of III MAF and the Special Landing Forces continued
to provide tactical air support to Free World and ARVN forces
in South Vietnam, North Vietnam, and Laos. Hampered
severely by poor weather, Marine fixed wing pilots never-

_theless flew 6, 788 fixed wing sorties, compared with 5,798
sorties in February 1967, while Marine helicopter pilots
flew 32,455 sorties, compared with 33,670 sorties in
February 1967.

Fixed Wing Operations

- February saw the northern I Corps Tactical Zone,
from the lowlands bordering the South China Sea west to the
mountains, experiencing a near-continuous cycle of overcast
cloud conditions, with ceilings varying from 200' to 800' dur-

._ing the night, then lifting to 500' to 1500’ in the afternoon.

' Visibility was restricted due to rain, fog, and haze, ranging
from near zero to three miles at night, increasing usually
during the afternoon. Southern I CTZ fared somewhat better,
with higher ceilings and greater visibility during the day,
although at night the same cycle of low ceilings and poor vis-
ibility prevailed,

On the following page is depicted the flow ofrthe cool
northeast monsoon air, the flow of warm upper air across
" the mountains, and the resultant saturated cooler air below,
constrained by the temperature inversion. This condition,
known as Crachin, reaches its most intense period during the
latter part of the November - February northeast monsoon.
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In order to attack the enemy positions under these conditions,
extensive use was made of ground directed radar bombing missions,
controlled by the six Marine air support radar teams (ASRT's),
These teams, located at Khe Sanh, Dong Ha (two), Phu Bai, and
Danang (two) controlled 4, 098 fixed wing attack sorties, the highest
number yet recorded. Additional testimony to the effectiveness of
these systems is the fact that only seven sorties were cancelled,

due to target weather, during.the month.

On the following page is depicted the end-February ASRT
Tocations, area of radar coverage, attack sorties controlled since
December 1966, and the number of sorties cancelled due to target

weather.
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_ The Marine attack effort in-country was comprised
of 1,475 close air support sorties, 3, 651 direct air support
vorties, and five armed reconnaissance sorties, which de-

2

NOV DEC JAN FEB
1968

" Yivered 9,656 tons of bombs - the highest amount since July

R REFROlICED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE

1967 - on the enemy's known and suspected positions.

Other

ordnance delivered by Marine attack aircraft during the month
imcluded 5, 444 rockets, 55, 105 rounds of 20mm ammunition,

apd 1,735 napalm bombs. The personnel and equipment
damage suffered by the enemy through these attacks in-
cluded 355 enemy killed, 151 bunkers destroyed, 99 weapon

positions destroyed, three tanks destroyed, and 315 secondary
fires and explosions ignited, the latter giving evidence of

saunitions and POL caches destroyed.
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The close coordination of Marine aircraft with
maneuvering ground units, and other supporting arms, was
illustrated on 16 February during a two- company Marine
sweep, one mile northwest of Gio Linh in the Operation
KENTUCKY area. Approxunately 30 NVA were engaged
shortly after the companies left the line of departure at first
light. The enemy was well entrenched in camouflaged
bunkers and was screened by trees and undergrowth which
impaired the effectiveness of the Marines' rocket launchers.
Both fixed wing air attacks and artillery were coordinated
dur1ng the assault of the enemy positions, and further, an air
observer on station directed air attacks against the enemy as
'they fled. Results of this contact were 24 NVA dead, ten of
which were killed by the attack aircraft,

The air support provided to large unit operations, as
typified by the above example, amounted to 2,393 attack sor-
ties, or 45% of the total in-country attack effort.

Support in the DMZ Area

Marine fixed wing aircraft contributed substantially
to the support given units in the DMZ region.

The constant
use of airborne observers

» normally in the afternocon when
the weather lifted, permitted numerous attacks of visually
acquired targets by fixed wing aircraft. On 26 February,
for example, anair observer sighted five enemy artillery
pieces ten miles to the southeast of the Khe Sanh combat
base. Air strikes directed against the positidn resulted in

at least two guns destroyed and, as evidenced by 30 to 35

secondary explosions, destruction of an ammunition cache.

Two days later, four air observer-controlled attacks, by
friendly artillery fires and air strikes, also in Khe Sanh area,

resulted in ten NVA killed and substantial damage to four
trench lines,
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Below is a map showing the air support provided to
deployed units in the Khe Sanh/DMZ region, since the
beginning of 1968,

o ATTACK SORTIES ARD 0RI]HANCE DELIVERED IN DMZ AREA
1 JAN 1968 - 29 FEB 1968

e

| SRS |
Kilometers . ..

. gelivered sver 6,400
; tons of erdnance °

“  Other In-Country Fixed Wing Operations

" - Other Marine in-country fixed wing sorties included

: . 26 helicopter escort sorties, 22 air defense sorties, and 537

' reconnaissance sorties. These latter sorties included 247
visual reconnaissance flights by the O-1C/G, TA-4F, F-4B,
F-8D, and A-6A aircraft; 91 tactical air coordinator airborne

.. (TAC(A)) flights by the O-1C/G and TA-4F aircraft; 162

> " photographic flights by the RF-4B aircraft; 29 infrared sensor

- flights by the RF-4B aircraft; and eight electronic intelligence

gathering flights by the EF-10B aircraft. In addition, and not

included in the total Marine sorties, were over 180 side looking
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airborne radar (SLAR), 60 infrared sensor, and 50 visual

' .. reconnaissance sorties flown by the OV-1's of the US Army's

el

245th Surveillance Aircraft Company, attached to III MAF.
This total reconnaissance effort, using both visual and sensor
techniques, provided the ground commander a part of the
reconnaissance coverage of the battlefield required.

*

Air Operations in North Vietnam and Laos

During the month, a total of 948 combat and combat
support sorties were flown over Noyth Vietnam. These

- sorties, the fewest since June 1967, due to the intensified

support given to ground units deployed in the northern
1CTZ, included 693 strike, 35 combat air patrol, six armed
reconnaissance, 199 electronic counfermeasure, and 15
photographic reconnaissance sorties., All but 29 were flown
in Route Package I, the areabordering the Demilitarized
Zone, Other out-of-country sorties included 124 strike and
combat air patrol sorties over the Steel Tiger area of the

southern panhandle of Laos.

A-6A Operations

February saw the highest number of Marine A-6A
sorties flown since their introduction into I CTZ during
November 1966, as the Intruder pilots of VMA(AW)-242
and 533 logged 829 sorties. Of these, 243 sorties were
flown against targets located in North Vietnam, 24 against
targets in Laos, and 562 sorties were flown in support of
ground forces located in South Vietnam. While the number of
sorties flown in the northern Route Package areas of North
Vietnam decreased - six sorties in February compared to 34
during January 1968 - the combat-tested companion tactics of
the A-6A and EA-6A remained effective.

For example, a night Intruder strike against the
Hanoi radio station on 21 February was flown under the
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protective electronic countermeasure cloak of an EA-6A, p
The target area had a potential threat of 55 SAM sites with
numerous track radars located in the area. During the high-
speed, low-level run-in to the target in zero visibility weather,
only one SAM was launched, detonating approximately 200 feet
above and behind the A-6A., The target was successfully
struck and egress was made without further incident. : The
EA-6A, jamming enemy radars from southwest of the target
area, contributed to the success of the mission, as shown by
the fact that only one SAM was launched against the strike
aircraft. 4

The continued enemy endeavors to build missile sites
near the DMZ underscores the requirement for ECM protect-
ion in that area, as well as in the northern portions of Viet-
nam.

‘Below is shown graphically the increase of Marine
A-6A sorties, in and out-of-country, since January 1967,

MONTHLY MARINE A-GA ATTACK SORTIES
MARCH 1967 - FEBRUARY 1968
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Helicopter Operations

During February, 32,455 helicopter sorties were
flown by the pilots of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing and the
Special Landing Forces, in support of Marine, US Army,

-+ ARVN, and ROKMC units. Of the total hours flown, 1, 346,
or 12. 9%, a serious draw-down on already thinly stretched
Marine assets, were flown in support of other than Marine
forces. Below is a graph showing the Jelicopter support

" provided other than Marine units since January 1967.

I

MONTHLY PERCENT OF MARINE HELICOPTER SORTIES
IN SUPPORT OF OTHER THAN MARIRE FORCES
JAN 1967 - FEB 1968

g o N
AUG NOV

APR

The amount of cargo lifted by Marine helicopters
totaled 7,724 tons, the highest monthlytotal tonnage trans-
ported thus far. Additionally, 41,159 personnel were trans-
ported, compared with 50, 925 during January. Of these
totals, 1,026 tons and 2, 721 troops were transported to/from
Khe Sanh combat base by |, 583 sorties during the month,

The important helicopter task of medical evacuation
of wounded troops, frequently under intense fire, and the
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coordinated effort required, was underscored on 1 February
during a reconnaissance team insertion in the mountains
eleven miles southwest of Danang. The CH-46A helicopter

<, transporting the reconnaissance team received intense enemy
ground fire, including 50 caliber machine gun fire, during the
approach to the landing zone. An armed UH-1E delivered
suppressive fires as the crippled CH-46A crash landed, its
crew and the reconnaissance team getting out of the aircraft
just prior to its bursting into flame. 'The circling UH-1E,
having radioed for fixed wing support, directed the arriving
A -4E Skyhawks against a force of over 200 VC closing rapidly
on the downed aircrew and reconnaiséance team. A second
CH-46A then landed, again under enemy fire, and safely
extracted all of the downed Marines., Six Viet Cong were
killed by the supporting air during this brief engagement,

'

sttt o oo st et

The helicopters presently assigned to WestPac Marine
forces include 118 UH-34D's, 77 UH-1E's, 125 CH-46's, and
- 33 CH-53A's, while the on-hand strength is 105 UH-34D's,
; 59 UH-1E's, 93 CH-46A's, and 30 CH-53A's,

f
i
{

The CH-53 is the heavy lift helicopter of the deployed

Marine forces. It is powered by two T-64 turboshaft engines
~and has a maximum lift capability of over six tons. Under

normal operating conditions it is capable of carrying

approximately 9,000 pounds. During 1967, the CH-53A
! retrieved 125 helicopters and six light observation aircraft
downed outside of secure areas, while during the first 57
days of 1968, a total of 25 such retrievals were accomplished.
Each retrieval is normally done by the initial insertion of
ground troops for area security, followed by an attempt to
repair the aircraft in order to fly it out., If this is not pos-
sible, the workhorse CH-53A is called upon to lift the air-
craft.

e RV
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Aircraft Losses

The intense battle that took place in I CTZ during
s February was evidenced by the number of fixed wing aircraft
and helicopters damaged by enemy fire, both during airborne
‘operations and during enemy attacks against the air bases.
In addition, weather conditions during the monsoon required
. helicopters frequently to fly at altitudes below 1, 000 feet,
placing them well within the effective enemy small arms fire
. range. And fixed wing aircraft, working under a low over-
' cast, also were placed within the enemy's effective small
arms envelope. _ '

Enemy attacks by fire against Khe Sanh combat base
accounted for three helicopters destroyed; one UH-34, one
UH-1E, and 1 CH-46A. Airborne losses of Marine aircraft,

} due to direct enemy action, totaled 12; one A-4E, one A-6A,

| one KC-130, two UH-1E's, one UH-34D, four CH-46A's, and

f two CH-53A's. In addition, 362 fixed wing aircraft and heli-

| ) copters received combat damage, although 341 (or 94%) were

‘ recorded as sustaining only limited damage, requiring re-
latively few manhours to repair. Total Marine aircraft losses

‘ due to enemy action during the period March 1965 - 29 Feb-

‘ ruary 1968, stood at 83 fixed wing and 131 helicopters.
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Centered pr1mar1ly in the DMZ region and along the
I1nes of communication w1th1n I Corps Tactical Zone, the 15
large unit operations conducted in March by the five divisions
of III MAF and the two Spec1al Land1ng Forces of the 7th. .
Fleet accounted for a total of 5,456 enemy killed, 'a monthly
enemy toll exceeded thus far in the war only by last month's'
large unlt operat1ons total of 6 512 epemy dead

R

_ Combat in the DMZ reg1on dur1ng March cont1nued
the pace estabhshed in the first two months of the year. The
Marine garrison at Khe Sanh, suppo,rted by a combined arms
effort wh1ch -saw, dur1ng ‘the per1od 20 January - 31 March, .
103 500 tons "of bombs and 102, 660 rounds of III MAF artil-
lery placed on enemy elements r1ng1ng the combat base and o
) its outposts, by end-month had broken the enemy encircle-
«ment. On 31 March, to complete the destruction of enemy
units “in the Khe Sanh area andto reopen Route 9, III MAF
—launched Operation PEGASUS, To the east, coordinated .
Marine and ARVN operations in the c_oa—'stal region of the ) %y
DMZ kept the vital Cua Viet - Dong Ha waterway open, thus -
ma1nta1n1ng the flow of logistic support to the 81, 948 i1 MAF '
personnel now deployed north of the Ha1 Van pass ‘ el

EYSN

“’

‘ Complement1ng IIi MAF large unit operat1ons were .
-fthe 17,545 Marine small unit counterguerrilla actions. In-
.‘fd1cat1ve of the month- -long enemy effort to avoid contact was
‘the toll taken by the 12,460 patrols, 4,883 ambushes, ,and
.7202 company size Mar1ne operations during the month: 669
;i;enemy killed and 173 weapons captured, as compaired to the . .
g f;February récord monthly small unit toll of 1,398 enemy [
1 "' killed, and 25 prisoners and 342 weapons captured. In addi-
' _-j"t10n to these actions, 102 Marine STING RAY patrols were -
b conducted dur1ng March These teams directed 16 a1r str1kes

-
.o R
By
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and 244 ar‘tidllery missions -on enemy units in the hinterland,
accounting for an additional 214 enemy dead at a cost of two
M'a'rines killed and nine wounded and evacuated

On ‘10 March the Conmlandlng General III Marine
Amph1b1ous Force was divested of operational author1ty over
his orgamc tactical aviation forces, and the mission direc-
tion of all strike and fixed wing reconna1ssance aircraft of
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing was assumed by COMUSMACV's
D'eélity for Air Operations, the Commanding General, 7th Air
Fort:e. An analysis of the evolution’bf this single manager -

~ concept for thé control of all US fixed wing tactical air in
Vietnam is contained in the Air Operations chapter, as is a
comparison of the Marine tactical air control system em-
ployed in I Corps Tactical Zone prior to 10 March, and the
.Air Force tactical air control system under which Marine

strlke and reconnaissance aircraft have operated in I CTZ
smce that date. . ‘ .

'Desp1te the far-reaching changes undergone by the
hy alr ‘control system in March, fixed wing pilots of the lst’
“Manne Aircraft Wing flew 7,603 combat and ‘combat support
-sorties during the month, of which 6, 732 were attack sorties .
flown in support of the III Marine Amphibious Force. Marine
helicopter pilots, aided by improved weather conditions in all -
but the northern sector of I CTZ, contributed 44,084 sorties -
to- ‘the III MAF air effort,_ 11ft1ng over 53,000 troops and . -
6900tonsofcargo. T

T,

N
Y

' The combined GVN/US Operatlon RECOVERY con-
tinued its progress in restoring the I Corps area to normal
after the Tet enemy offensive. More clearlyr defined statis-
t1cs have revealed that civilian casualties, and damage done
to c1v111an property during the Tet offensive, actually were
.not as critical as originally reported. A comparison of the
1mt1a1 estimates and the actual statistics is contained in the’ 2

,_.Fevplutmnary Development and Pacification chapter of this

VSEC,RET
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Q_edition. III MAF's civlc action efforts, a vital link in the
- total RECOVERY operation, during the month provided over
one million meals to civilians inI CTZ. ' .

t R W1th five US d1v131ons deployed in I CTZ, COMUS-
: ~,MACV on 10 March established Provisional Corps Vietnam
_ (PCV). Subordinate to, and functioning under the operational
| B ~cpntrol of, the Corn.rnanding General, III MAF, Provisional
Corps Vietnam was assigned authority over the 3d Marine
Diyision,- . the 10lst Airborne Division, and the lst Cavalry
 Division (Airmobile). Headquartered at- Phu Bai, PCV is
responsible for operations in I CTZ north of the 1st Marine
~‘Division's tactical boundaries. ' 4

The March activation of two additional platoons
brought the total number of Combined Action Platoons now
in'I CTZ to 84. These combined Popular Force/US Marine
un1ts in March conducted 2, 672 night patrols and ambushes,
and 1, 765 day patrols, accounting for 108 enemy killed, and
83 pr1soners (a monthly record) and 38 weapons captured.

e The enemy s known weapon and food staple losses to
]11 ‘MAF units during the first three months of 1968 have in-
‘creased geometrically over the same period in 1967. 4, 804
.enemy weapons- and 324, 61 tons of rice have been captured
thus far in 1968, compared to the 660 weapons and 83.6 tons
of rice captured dur1ng the same per1od in 1967.

[

Coupled with these material losses, and perhaps
gven more serious a psychological blow to the enemy for-
mat1ons, was the increasing evidence of the enemy's in-
a.b111ty to honor his long standing pledge to his troops, the
prom1se of . decent burials for those killed in action. On
16 March, for example, III MAF nfantry units 12 miles
.southeast of Chu Lai discovered 69 unburied Viet Cong dead.
'S1m1larly, in northern I CTZ, III MAF infantry on 29 March,
Seven miles west of Hue, .came upon 31 unburied enemy in-
‘fantry troops. ' ‘ : -
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, As indicated on the graph below, operatmns of III
MAF units and the. two Special Landing Forces during the
per1od 1 January - 31 March 1968 have resulted in 19, 882 ene-
-my killed, while Vietnamese forces and Republic of Korea.
Mannes in I CTZ accounted for an additional 12, 072 killed.

Durmg this 'same 91 day period, 1,582 enemy (265 North

‘Vletnamese soldiers and 1, 317 V1et Cong) were captured in
I Corps Tact1cal Zone. -
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AIR OPERATIONS

During March, the number of fixed wing sorties flown
py pilots of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, and helicopter sor-
ties flown by pilots of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing and the
two Special Landing Forces, reflected the intensity of oper-
ations in the I Corps Tactical ane. Fixed wing combat and
combat support sorties totaled 7,603, surpassing by more .
than 800 the number (6, 788) flown during February. Marine
sslicopter pilots recorded equally impressive totals, logging
44,084 sorties, the highest number flown since August 1967.

Fixed Wing Operations

The Marine fixed wing effort in-country was comprised
of 2,525 close air support sorties, 2,440 direct air support
gorties, 694 reconnaissance sorties and 802 helicopter escort,
iaterdiction, and air defense sorties, The attack sorties de-
livered 10, 004 tons of bombs in support of ground units, the
highest amount since July 1967, when a record 10, 235 tons
vere dropped. Of the total attack effort, 48% was focused in
tae critical northwestern corner of Quang Tri province.

Marine out-of-country operations totalled 1,142 sor-
%ies, Of these, 969 sorties were attacks against enemy tar-
72t8 in the Route Package I region of North Vietnam and the
steel Tiger region of Laos, while the remaining 173 sorties
{0re reconnaissance, electronic counter measure, escort,
ond combat air patrol flights in the same areas.

The A-6A Intruders of VMA(AW)-242 and 533 continued
£y ﬂy a high number of sorties, 808, only 21 sorties short of
-2 record flown during February 1968, The graph on the

Dﬂﬂov&nng page portrays the monthly number of A- 6A sorties
fumee April 1967.
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MONTHLY MARINE R-6A ATTACK SORTIES
MARCH 1967 - MARCH 1968

MONTHLY AVERAGE: 641 .
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1967 1968
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Helicopter Operations

March saw a substantial increase in the number of Marine
helicopter sorties flown (44, 084), compared to the 1967-1968 month-
ly average of 41, 471 sorties. The increase was attributable in part
to the intensity of ground operations, and to improved weather con-
ditions in all but the northern portion of the I CTZ. Support provid-

"~ ed to ground units through this high level of flight operations includ-

ed the lifting of over 53, 000 troops and 6, 900 tons of cargo.

The drawdown of helicopter flight hours from Marine support
decreased during March, amounting to 6.9% of the total hours flown,
compared with February's 12.9%. The largest portion (64%) of this
non-Marine support was provided to the 2d ROK Marine Corps Bri-
gade. On the following page is a graph showing the portion of total
Marine CorpsC helicopter sorties flown in support of ,other than
Marine units since February 1967.
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MONTHLY PERCENT OF MARIRE HELICOPTER SORTIES
IN SUPPORT OF OTHER THAN MARINE FORCES
FEB 1967 - MAR 1968
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The 32 assigned CH-53 helicopters, each capable of
lifting in excess of 9,000 pounds, continued to provide de-
ployed Marine forces a tactical heavy lift capability by trans-
porting over 7,435 personnel and lifting over 3,207 tons of
cargo during the month. In addition, they retrieved 18 heli-
copters, downed in non-secure areas, which might other-
wise have required destruction in place. An additional 48
helicopters were administratively lifted during the month by
the CH-53. This total, 66, compares with 55 retrievals dur-
ing February and 70 during January. Below is a graph show-
ing the monthly total of aircraft retrieved by CH-53 helicopters
since July 1967.

AIRCRAFT RETRIEVED BY MARINE CH-33'S
JULY 1967 - MARCH 1368

MONTHLY AVERAGE: 55

Jut AUG SEP 0T NOV DEC
1957
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Aircraft Losses

During March, three fixed wing aircraft and 14 heli-
copters were lost due to enemy antiaircraft fire, and one
helicopter was damaged beyond repair during the enemy
‘rocket attack against the Marble Mountain Air Facility on 4
‘March. These losses brought the total number of Marine ‘
aircraft lost due to direct enemy . action during the period
March 1965 through March 1968, to 86 fixed wing and 146

rotary wing aircraft. '

The intensity of the battle in the I CTZ during the first
three months of 1968 was evident by the number of reported
enemy antiaircraft fire incidents (2, 954), and by the high
number of aircraft (42) lost due to this fire. This three
month total was substantially higher than the previous highs
of 2, 088 antiaircraft incidents during the lst Quarter of 1967
and of 24 aircraft lost during' the 2d Quarter of 1967.
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The Single Manager Control of
Tactical Air Resources in
The Republic of Vietnam

B

On 7 March 1968, COMUSMACYV directed that all

. Marine fixed wing strike and reconnaissance aircraft, and

- their associated Marine air control'assets, be assigned, ef-
fective 10 March 1968, to the mission direction of his Deputy
for Air Operations, the Commanding General, 7th Air Force.
Implementation of this program of single manager (Air Force)
control of tactical air resources thr’oughout South Vietnam
began on the designated date, evolved over the following three
weeks, and finally achieved full operational status on 1 April.

" This decision required a major departure from the
Marine Corps' basic principle of organization for combat. The
related circumstances are recited in the paragraphs to follow.

The Marine Combat Control System

The Il Marine Amphibious Force was designed, equip-
ped, and trained as a combatant entity, in conformance with
+ the basic Marine air-ground team principle of exploiting, un-
“der a single tactical command, the capabilities for infantry
maneuver, helicopterborne mobility, and the immediate control
and coordination of organic attack aircraft and artillery. For
% ‘ the Marine infantry commander in Vietnam, the battle zohe has
always been three dimensional, encompassing both the terrain
upon which he has been obliged to fight, and the inséparable,
terrain- controlling airspace above. By means of an uncom-
i plicated and responsive system of air and ground combat con-
trol, the Marine infantry commander has been able to weave
artillery and air support quickly and effectively into his pat-
tern of ground maneuver, Concurrently, this system of com-
& ' bat control has enabled him to coordinate the supporting fires
i of naval guns, and has ensured coordination of the movement
of supporting helicopters and reconnaissance aircraft safely
through the battle zone. He thus has been able to blend into

o AT
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the battle that form and degree of combat power necessary to
achieve his operational purpose at any point in geography and
"any point in time.

= ]’_n1t1a1 Air Support Directives of CINCPAC and COMUSMACYV

Within this III Marine Amph1b1ous Force total control
system, the flexibility and adaptability of Marine a.1r has en-
abled III MAF to respond to the"CINCPAC directive! for the
g conduct and control of close air support operations, under

which two and a half years of combat in Vietnam were con-
§ ducted. While endorsing the COMUSMACYV Air Force com-

§ " ponent commander as coordinating authority for tactical air

i ' support and air traffic control in South Vietnam, this CINC-
PAC guidance prescribed that the responsiveness of the close
air support effort and of its integral control agencies would

not be degraded. This directive was effectively executed, as

: exhibited by the Joint Chiefs of Staff study of 19 February 1966,

? : which made a comparative, on-site, analysis of both the Mar1ne
_ and Air Force systems of air control. Significantly, this study
| concluded that "both systems are configured appropriately to

r B periorm their assigned missions, and the close air support
provided by each system in South Vietnam has been highly sat-
isfactory in respect to quantity, -quality, timeliness, and re-
sults achieved'.

The desire of COMUSMACYV to preserve the demon-
strated combat power of the Mar1ne air-ground force was
implicit in his revised directive® (originally issued on 13 July
1965) for command, control, and coordination of US air oper-

_ations in the Republic of Vietnam. While reserving to him-
self the function of determining when "major emergency or
disaster'" might require that temporary operational control
of all US air resources be placed under his Air Force com-
ponent commander, COMUSMACYV stated that "It is not the

1) - CINCPAC message 2423457 April 1965 (S)
2) - JCS Close Air Support Study Group Report (S) entitled “A Comparative Analysis of
Marine Corps and Air Force Close Air Support Performance in South Vietnom” {v)
3) - COMUSMACY Directive {C) Number 95-4 ofgFeb 1966, “Aviation Air Operations in RVN” (U)
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intent of this directive to alter or modify current Service con-
cepfs for allocation and control of air resources.' Acknowl-
edging both the position of the Commanding General, lst
Marine Aircraft Wing as the Tactical Air Commander: for the
Commanding General, III MAF, and the effectiveness of the
Marine organic air control system, COMUSMACYV directed
that '"Commanding General, III MAF will exercise operational
control over all USMC aviation resources'' and, further, that
HUSMC (air) resources will be allocated through Marine com-

mand channels for the support of USMC operations, "

i
During almost three years of Vietnam combat, the

; fulfillment by Commanding General, III MAF and by Head-

quarters, USMACYV of these stated responsibilities ensured
both effective employment of Marine air and the coordinated
integration of Marine air with the total Vietnam air effort.
Analysis of the Marine fixed wing effort of 1967, for example,
reflects a high level of Marine participation in the overall
air effort, responding to the COMUSMACYV injunction that
those Marine air resources not required for support of IIT

.MAF operations should be declared to the MACV Air Force

component commander, for subsequent allocation in support
of other forces. Specifically, of the nearly 80,000 Marine

+ fixed wing sorties flown in calendar year 1967, over 18, 000 -

22% - were flown for purposes other than support of Marines.
These sorties were executed largely outside of I CTZ, and
mainly under the direction of the 7th Air Force in operations
against North Vietnam and enemy lines of communication in
Laos. Had COMUSMACYV or the 7th Air Force so elected,
all or any part of this considerable number of sorties could
have been devoted to close troop support operations within
RVN. That they were not was purely an elective matter, re-
flecting the flexibility with which the MACV headquarters was

endowed under the original CINCPAC and MACV air control
directives.
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USMC and USA Application of Orgénic Air Support Assets

The total effectiveness of the Marine tactical air ef-

fortin I CTZ during calendar year 1967, a year marked by

' expanded combat and a concurrent infusion of US Army units,
was paralleled by application of the Army's own close air
support philosophy in the same region,| With respect to
organic capabilities, both the US Army and the US Marines
were found applying the same basic-techniques, with US Army
helicopter gunships and observation aircraft addressing, with-’
in their capabilities, the same functions for Army ground units
as do Marine fighter, attack, and réconnaissance aircraft for
Marine ground units, The fundamental difference between the
two air support éystems resides in the nature and power of
the resources employed, and not in the manner in which their
power is delivered on the enemy. Thus, while Marine fixed
wing attack aircraft, directed and coordinated by Marine con-
trollers, provided the full spectrum of close support to Marine
ground units, Army ground formations employed their organic
helicopter gunships for their immediate attack aircraft fires,

planning on supplement of these fires by fixed wing support
provided by the Air Force.

» Ajr Force response to the Army ground unit command-
er's request for air support was, and is, channeled through
the Air Force tactical air control system, operated in con-
junction with Army forces. The outward similarities of the
Marine and Air Force air control systems have, since the
beginning of the Vietnam war, been the basis for Air Force
discussions, comparisons, and, finally, recommendations,
all based on the conviction that the COMUSMACY Deputy for
Air Operations should control all US fixed wing tactical air
in Vietnam, and that Marine aviation forces should-be oper-
, ationally separated from their parent III Marine Amphibious

Force command, and assigned to the operational control of
7th Air Force. '
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Evolution of the COMUSMACY Single Manager System for
Control of Tactical Air Resources in South Vietnam

On 18 January 1968, COMUSMACV’ informed CINCPAC
. that he was considering assigning operational control of.the
lst Marine Aircraft Wing, less its helicopters, to his Deputy
for Air Operations, the Commanding General, 7th Air Force.
Citing the increasing deployment of Arrny forces into I Corps
Tactical Zone, the then-impending major battle in I CTZ, and
. the need to achieve a more flexible capability for possible
E shifts of his air effort, COMUSMACYV expressed his belief that

' the situation in I CTZ required an 1rnmed1ate major change in
A the control of tactical air.

Recognizing that dissolution of the Marine air-ground
| force in the face of the growing enemy presence in I CTZ would
, hazard the success of Marine operations in the five northern
provinces, CINCPAC- directed re-examination of the COMUS-
MACYV proposal citing, in turn, the efficacy of the then- current
CINCPAC ground rules®for the conduct and control of close air
o support in South Vietnam.

f} . Thereafter, on 20 February 1968, at Danang, the

i

o COMUSMACYV Deputy for Air Operations briefed the Command-
A ing General, LIl MAF, on his plan for assumption of operation-

! al control and coordination of the tactical aircraft (less heli-

" copters and, now, transport aircraft) of the lst Marine Air-
craft Wing. This briefing was followed, on 22 February, by,

a more detailed exposition of the plan (particularly as it re-
lated to the forthcoming establishment in north I Corps, Tacti-
cal Zone, of Provisional Corps Vietnam), by 7th Air Force
staff members. After two days of appraisal, on 24 February
the Commanding General, III MAF, cecnvinced that loss of oper-
ational control of his organic Marine strike and reconnaissance
aircraft assets would degrade his combat effectiveness, again

F - ~_reiterated to COMUSMACYV his non-concurrence in the Air

‘ Force proposal. 7

4) - COMUSMACY message 1800097 January 1968 ()
5) - CINCPAC message 181145W Janvary 1968 (TS)

6) - CINCPAC message 242345Z April 1965 (S)

7) - CG, Ill MAF message 2412567 February 1968 (TS)
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On 26 February, however, COMUSI\/IACV8 re-submit-
ted the proposal to CINCPAC, this time in the form of a plan
calling for appointment of a single manager for control of tacti-
cal fixed wing air resources throughout Vietnam.

The plan was delivered to CINCPAC headquarters by
a general officer from the 7th Air Force who, on 27 February,
presented the substance of the plan in a short briefing to CINC-
PAC and to the Chairman of the Joint Chjefs of Staff. The lat-
ter, coincidentally, was in Honolulu enroute to Washington
after an offical visit to South Vietnam.

Four days later, on 2 March, and after making changes
in the basic plan to ensure that immediate requests were not
required to be sent to Saigon and that 1II MAF proposals for
improvement of the arrangement, or, conversely, III MAF
dissatisfactions with the employment of Marine air assets,
would be brought directly to the attention of both CINCPAC
and COMUSMACYV, CINCPAC’ approved generally the COMUS-
MACYV proposal. :

As subsequently published by COMUSMACV,‘O and with

“the directed date of implementation set as 10 March 1968, the

single manager arrangement for control of tactical air re-

‘sources removed from Commanding General, III MAF, the

operational authority over his tactical aviation forces. The
Marine helicopter and airlift assets and the US Army's heli-
copters and fixed wing reconnaissance aircraft were not af-

fected by this arrangement; however, the mission direction

of the following III MAF air assets was passed to the 7th Air

~ Force:

a. All Marine strike aircraft.

b. All Marine reconnaissance
aircraft.

¢. The Marine tactical air control
system, as required.

8) - COMUSMACV letter (S) MACJOO of 26 February 1968, subject:
“Single Management of Strike and Reconnaissance Assets” (U)

9) - CINCPAC letter (S) 3 over Ser: 00488 of 2 March 1968, Subject:
."Single Management of Sirike and Reconnaissanca Assets” )]

10) - COMUSMACY letter (S) MACJOO of 7 March 1968, subject:
“Single Management of Strike and Reconnaissance Assets” (U}
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Upon receipt of the implementing MACV directive,
during the evening of 9 March, IIl MAF moved swiftly to com-
ply with the reorganized system of tactical air control. That
the hastily instituted single manager system was unable com-
pletely to assume its requisite functions until 1 April was due,
x in part, to the lack of opportunity for planning, coordination,
assembly of resources, and for execution of necessary sys-
tems and communications test exercises prior to the directed
date of implementation. During the month, as the various
‘ complexities of the new system came to light and as solutions
to them were sought, the Ist Marine Aircraft Wing continued
its support missions, flying 6,732 fixed wing attack sorties
in support of III MAF and its newly activated subordinate, the
Provisional Corps Vietnam (PCV),

Comparison of the Two Systems

As the Marines in I Corps Tactical Zone moved to
implement the single manager system, looking always toward
the ultimate welfare of the man in the foxhole, it became evi-
dent, while the two systems employed similar organizational
terminology, that a fundamental difference existed: the new
‘. system was primarily a producer oriented effort, while the
one it supplanted was a consumer oriented one. This con-
sumer orientation was central to the proven combat success
of the Marine system and underlay its complete responsiveness
to the desires of the supported ground commander.

‘
[ 28

Subsequent comparison of the two systems will polarize
on the two elements common to both systems: -

Preplanned Air Support

Immediate Air Support
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~-Preplanned Air Support

To the Marine inI CTZ, preplanned means exactly that,
integration by the ground commander of close air support into
his planned maneuver in the same manner as artillery or naval
gunfire support. He counts on it to be there at the right time,
and delivered by a pilot who has already been briefed for the
task. Precise close air support is a cardinal element of his
tactical plan and, if it is diverted to meet a need elsewhere,
his operation is compromised. In any case, if there is a diver-
sion undertaken, the decision to do so is taken by commanders
in the ground chain of authority.

4
In this sense, the III Marine Amphibious Force system
for preplanned requests was responsive to the basic Marine
Corps formula, being keyed to the ground commander's sched-
ule for the planning of his daily operations. The responsiveness
of this system was portrayed by the fact that the ground com-
{ . mander was able to transmit his requirements for preplanned

"f ~air support as late as 8 P.M. on the night preceding his oper-
' ation.

In contrast, under the newly implemented system, any-
thing that is not categorized as an immediate need is called
preplanned, whether it is a strike in Laos or a block of sorties
put into the air and destined for support of a specific com-
mander or geographic area. Additionally, responsiveness of
the system to preplanned requirements of the ground com-
mander decreased appreciably, as evidenced by the fact that
the minimum required time for submission of preplanned air
support now varies from 38 hours in advance - for radar con-
trolled aircraft attacks - to over 50 hours in advance for pre-
planned visually controlled aircraft attacks. -
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USAF SYSTEM FOR PREPLANNED AR REQUESTS AFTER 10 MARCH 1368

@By 5:00 AM (Ist Day)

Battalions submit
targel requests.

3d Marine
Diviston Procedure.

1st Marine
Division Procedure.

@ 8:30 AM (1st Day)

3d Marine Division
Headquarters consolidates
and submits target requests.

@ 8:30 AM (1st Day)

7:00 AM (3rd Day)

Battallons receive requested
preplanned close air support.
Etapsed time for normai
requests: 50 hours.

Alrcratt launched
as scheduled by
Fragmentary Order.

EVENING (2nd Day)

Tactical Sauadrons recelve @
the Fragmentary Order,

1st Marine Division
Headquarters consolidates
and submits target requests.

11:00 AM (15t Day)

Provisional Corps Vietnam
Headguarters consolidates
and submits target requests.

@ 2:30 PM {1st Day}

i MAF Headquarters
consolidates and submits
all target requests.

5 ) AFTERNOON (2nd Day) l MACV | @

Tactical Air Cantrol Center,
Salgon issues the
Fragmentary Order.

Tactica! Alr Supnort Element,
Salgon consclidates and
transmits target requests.

EVENING (2nd Day}

Centers and Fire Support
Coordination Centers receive
the Fragmentary Order.

Appropriate Direct Alr Support

@EVENING (2nd Dey)

1st Marine Aircraft Wing relays

the F ary Order.

Fragmentary Order Includes Air Support Rader Team controlled missions beginning 7:00 PM (2nd Day).
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A comparison of the foregoing charts illustrates the
simplicity of the system prior to 10 March, and exhibits the
i time differential in the submission of preplanned requests
by the ground commander. Under the single manager system
he is required to submit his routine preplanned requests 50
hours (2 days) in advance -- some 30 hours sooner than under
the previous system. Additionally, it is noted that the single
manager system is different for each Marine division; where-
as, under the previous system, procedures were standardized.
The requirement for passing preplanned requests .
through added agencies, including the Tactical Air Support
Element and the Tactical Air Control Center located in
Saigon, increases the possibility for ihcorrectly scheduling
preplanned aircraft attacks when and where they are most
needed in the tactical battle. Examples of the errors and
confusion implicit in the increased layering occurred on 8-9
April, when five aircraft were incorrectly programmed in
Saigon to be controlled by the Danang Direct Air Support
Center, rather than the Phu Bai Air Support Radar Team as
requested, thus requiring other sorties to be diverted to
. Phu Bai. In a second instance, three aircraft were pro-
grammed to be controlled by the Phu Bai Air Support Radar
Team, when the request had been for their direction to the
Khe Sanh Air Support Radar Team. Also on § April, two air-
craft were programmed, and arrived, for a time-over-target
of 8 A.M., while the requested time was 9 A. M. The planes
had insufficient fuel to loiter until it was time to initiate the
requested mission. These are practical, undramatic ex-
amples of the adverse effects upon the engaged ground units’
of greater layering in the request and control arrangements.
And, so far as can be discerned, there have been no Sounter-
vailing benefits to the front line forces.

Finally, the keystone of the III Marine’ Amphibious
Force system for preplanned air requests prior to 10 March
was reliability. An analysis of the single manager system
during the 19-day period from 3 to 22 April (over two weeks
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after the system was implemented) reveals that only 37% of

the preplanned targets requested by the ground commander
received Saigon's approval for execution and, of those targets

i approved, only 50% were actually attacked. Saturday, 20

April, was a typical day; 172 preplanned targets were requested
by Marine ground commanders. 64 targets were approved.

Of these 64, only 31 were attacked.

-Immediate Air Support .

Prior to 10 March 1968, the Ma‘rinemsystem for pro-
viding immediate air support in response to a ground com-
mander's emergency request, was fodused at ths Marine
Division level. The Direct Air Support Center at each
Division, keyed to the ground commander's immediate needs
and operating in concert with the Division commander's Fire
Support Coordination Center, was the principal air control
agency within the Division area and provided the immediate
link between the ground commander and the supporting air
commander. The lst Marine Division Direct Air Support
Center supported ten maneuver battalions, and the 3d Marine
Division Direct Air Support Center supported fourteen ma-
neuver battalions. When the tempo or the remoteness of com-
bat operations warranted, subsidiary Direct Air Support Cen-
ters were established to facilitate responsiveness to the ground

need. An example was the activation of such a center at Khe
Sanh,

To meet the immediate air support requests of the
ground units, the IITI Marine Amphibious Force maintained
ground alert aircraft ready for immediate take off whén called.
These planes were completely fueled and carried those types
of ordnance proven most effective for meaningful, close-in
support of troops in combat with the enemy. For example,
alert aircraft on five minute standby were configured so that
an option of bombs, napalm, rockets, or 20mm ammunition
was available to the ground commander. When the Marine

.. alert aircraft were launched, others, similarly fueled and

armed, were moved to the ""hot pad', thus reconstituting
the ground alert.
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Additionally, under the Marine system during periods
of intense combat activity, airborne alert aircraft, with pre-
briefed pilots fully knowledgeable of the combat situation, were
positioned over the critical battle zone to provide, within min-
utes, the needed air fire support. As an alternative, in cases

s where ground alert aircraft would not be sufficiently respon-

- sive, preplanned missions, if airborné, could be diverted.

This latter contingency however, was regarded as by far the

B least desirable, since it deprived another ground commander

~of a vital element of his tactical plan, and possibly at a crit-
ical moment. In any event, aircraft were diverted only on ap-
proval by the ground chain of authority. Where a question of '
priority arose - whether it were better to divert a preplanned
attack at the expense of the initial requester - it was the ground
commander who made the decision, not the air control system.,ﬁ

Under the newly implemented single'manager system,
immediate close air support is provided primarily by divert-
ing preplanned sorties already airborne - sorties previously,
thought important enough to warrant commitment of the air-
craft. The diversion, moreover, if it is to emphasize time-
liness, must compromise with the factors of fuel state, ord-
nance load, pilot briefing, or all three. In the long run, the
aircraft which arrives at the tai‘get under this method must
certainly be a less effective combat mechanism from the
ground Marines! viewpoint, One early index of performance
illustrates this difference in providing immediate air sup- ~
port. During the period 1l January - 10 March 1968, only five
percent of all Marine immediate air requests were fulfilled
by this less effective diversion method: however, during ‘a /
specimen period, 5-11 April (after the new system went into
: ' effect), 77% of the Marines' immediate requests were met
: by diversions. But more important, under the single
manager system, the decision to divert usually is made
by an air control duty watch officer whose knowledge
of the ground tactical situation is incomplete, who is
, not in a position to determine the effect of his diversion on
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- the g_round action, and who, in any case, has no responsibility
“for the effect on the ground combat of his diversion decision.

Where the III Marine Amphibious Force system was
“focused at the Division level, the single manager system is
“focused at the Corps level. Thus, in the critical northern
_ prOVince's, two additional links are imposed on the Marines'
‘immediate request chain -- the Direct Air Support Center
.at Provisional Corps Vietnam and-the Direct Air Support
Center at I Corps. The Provisional Corps Vietnam Direct
Air Support Center at Phu Bai must coordinate the requests

"for 33 maneuver battalions. Correspondingly, the senior

I Corps Direct Air Support Centersat Danang, through which

~allI CTZ requests now are processed, supports, in addition
to these 33 northern area battalions, 60 additional maneuver
battalions -- 23 US/ROKMC and 37.ARVN, Thus, while the
single manager system was designed specifically to accom-
modate periods of intense combat activity, it has created a
far greater burden on the key" control activities.

While both systems use the term Direct Air Support
‘Center (DASC) to describe the agency through which air re-
" quests are funneled and coordinated, the functions of these
two agencies are markedly different. The Marine DASC,
‘integrated with the Division commander's Fire Support Co-
ordination Center, has been, in essence, an agency of the
ground commander, the nerve center for his air support, the
agency through which he has orchestrated his entire support-
ing air effort with his ground maneuver and supporting artil-
lery and naval gun fires. The Marine DASC is in direct com-
munication with the tactical fixed wing aircraft, a$ well as with
the helicopters which move through the same air envelope. It
is also in direct communication with the Marine forward air
controllers either with assault ground units or airborne. It
is thus able, in fact, to coordinate and to control all air activ-
ities within the ground commander's combat zone. From his
command post, the ground commander has instant decision.
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over every aspect of his fire support, be it on the ground or

in the air. It was this control flexibility, for instance, which
enabled III MAF to institute the Save-a-Plane procedure through
which the DASC insured safe passage of all aircraft through and
around those airspaces rendered hazardous by friendly artil-
lery and naval gunfire.

During the period 1 January to 5 March 1968, over
15, 000 Marine, Navy, and Air Force sorties were flown in
support of the Khe Sanh combat base, coordinated and con-
trolled without difficulty by the established Marine system.
Further, during the September 1967 b;ttle for Con Thien,
3,618 Marine, Navy, and Air Force sorties were flown into
a 20 square mile area in less than a month, In addition,
127, 000 rounds of artillery and 6,100 rounds of naval gunfire
were delivered into the area. There were no coordination
or control difficulties experienced by the ground commanders.

Under the single manager system, the senior 1 Corps
DASC (at Danang) has functioned essentially as an extension

“of the 7th Air Force Tactical Air Control Center in Saigon -

managing those air resources allocated by the Tth Air Force
to the northern area. Remotely located from the ground com-
mander, it has not been an instrumentality of ground combat
decision, nor has it maintained direct communication with
aircraft, relaying its directions through still other air control
agencies, Thus, while it has performed its air management
function in the manner intendéd by 7th Air Force, I DASC has
operated to a large extent, independent of the ground com-
mander's authority, This fact had begun, before the end of
the month, to manifest itself unfavorably.

For instance, on 28 March, US Air Force C-f30 air-
craft on Khe Sanh resupply missions were delayed for several
hours due to artillery fire in the Khe Sanh corridor. The
Direct Air Support Center located with the Provisional Corps.
Vietnam headquarters was unable to coordinate the C-130
flights with the artillery fires. . The situation was resolved

. only by the cancellation of all artillery fires in the corridor,
* . with the consequent adverse effect on the ground action.
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Similarly, in the same region on 5 April 1968, a near
disaster was averted only because, for some unknown reason, !
bombs that were dropped failed to explode. In this instance, i
the 26th Marines had submitted a preplanned request to Pro-
visional Corps Vietnam for a visual close air support attack
miission on 5 April to support their tactical plan. At 0200 on
5 April, the 26th Marines cancelled the request because of
forthcoming Marine maneuver into the target area. However,
at 1205 on the 5th, ten hours after the cancellation had been
submitted, radar controlled attack aircraft delivered 24 five F 3
hundred pound bombs on the target area, by now actually : ”
occupied by the maneuvering Marine ground elements. For-
tunately, the bombs fajled to detonate and no Marine lives
were lost. The cancellation had not worked its way upward . 1 L
and back downward through the layered air control system. '
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_ A comparison of the two systems‘for immediate air ; )
support is illustrated below and on the adjoining page. ; :

Ul MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE SYSTEM
FOR IMMEDIATE AIR REQUESTS PRIOR TG 10 MARCH 1968

g Grodnd un\lt ruques(s k .
w_? ﬂalrfsupportn "

Dire tAir Support
. Ce, n/Flre Sunpurt
g)brdmatlbh/CEnler
zoordinates wit| f
artillery and naval " -
Cguntire; transnfits© *
- ‘request to- Tactical ‘Air
Direction €anter. Or, in
1~ smergencies, djverts
=-~'and briefs airbor\‘n\e

aircraft .
S

~ \P.Tacm:al AiF Divection Cenler

L C’scrambles alrcrai/o fulfitt

(l)
“‘»-/‘ '.'.qf:s;«‘f I
T _:'-_..‘.”) Ml

| System identical in both 1st and ’3d Marine Divisions.
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’ : USAF SYSTEM FOR IMMEDIATE AIR SUPPORT AFTER 10 MARCH 1368

- ! @ 1st Marine Division Direct Air

L . ’ Support Center/Fire Support
N Coordination Centee recelves

request, coordinates with

15t Marine Divislon submits reguest to | Corps

@ procedure. -
Direst Alr Support Center.
. Ground unit requests

- alr tupport.

3d Marine Divisten
procedure.

3d Marine Division Dlract Ar
Support Center /Flre Support
Coordination Center recelves N

request, coordinates with
artllicey and naval gunfire, and
submits reguest to Provisional
Corps Vietnam Diract Alr
Support Center.

i

Each Direct Alr Support .
Center can divert
assigned alreratt.

Q

Alrgraft stiack target
under control of
Forward Atr Contraller

o

undsr adverse weather
conditions, sre controlied
by Alr Support Radar
Team.

Provisional Corps
Victnam Direct Al
Support Center
passes request. !

1 Corps Diroct Alr Support Center
air controt watch offlcer receives

| CTZ requests #nd determines
whether to divert or to request
scramble assigned alfcraft. The

1 Corps Direct Alr Support Center
daes not communicate with aircraft.

coordinated with 11l MAF.

+.| Controlling Direct Air
Support Center briefs .
slrcraft which then contact
torward air controller.

@ Dirocta scramblos

15t Marina Alrcratt Wing /
Tactical Air Dircction Center,
Roquests Tuctica Atr Control

links | Corps Direct . Contor (Saigom) 1o divert or
Alr Support Center to Directs dvers scrambio It aircraf not avadable
tactical squadrons, receives jugipises

air reguest and scrambles

- alrcratt 1o support ground
unit's request.

Tactleat Al Control Centor,Salgon
detarmings whethor to saramble/,
divert alrcraft avalinble from

st and 3d Marine Divixion and
Provislonst Carps Vietnam Direct
Air Support Centers divert alrcraft

. . | wAthin sssigned area. outsido | CTZ.
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Comparing the foregoing diagrams discloses that
while the old III MAF system, employed in each of the Marine
Divisions, was both direct and uniform, the single manager

= system (due to its added control agencies) is more complex

and employs. different procedures for the. lst and 3d Marine
Divisions, '

The I Corps Direct Air Support Center, operating as
an independent air control agency, directs subordinate con-
trol agencies to divert aircraft, while diversions under the
III MAF system, when necessary in emergencies, were ap-
proved only in the ground chain of authbrity through the Di-
rect Air Support Center. An example of diversion not vali-
dated by the responsible ground commander, and exercised
by controllers not responsible for the ground battle's outcome,
occurred on 29 March during the heavy close in fighting at
Khe Sanh'. During one five hour period, fourteen sorties pre-
planned for the Khe Sanh area were diverted from their
scheduled missions without coordination with the ground
commander. Thus, fourteen other replacement sorties had

to be scrambled to support the Khe Sanh battle, with a con-
sequent loss in time.

_ During March, Marines directed their energies toward
making the newly established Air Force air control system
perform. By the end of the month there was no evidence that
the anticipated performance goals of improved flexibility and
coordination would be attdined. However, it was already

evident that the imposed system had the following ineludible
weaknesses: =

-1t is producer oriented, rather than consumer
oriented.

-It is, inherently, more complex and hence, less
responsive to the ground commander's requirements.

S
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-It places primary reliance for fulfillment of immediate
air support requests, on aircraft diversions.

And, as a consequencé,_ and based on very brief ex-
perience, it was clear by the end of the month that even if
the single manager system performs perfectly, it has to

remain less effective, for Marine purposes, than the system
it replaced. '
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SUMMARY -
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\ Focused in northern b CTZ for the fourth consecutive
month III MAF large unit operations continued to combine
*fn'epower with ground and heliborne mobility, and inflicted
defeats upon enemy forces at both flanks of the DMZ.-

IR Exp101t1ng the enemy defeat at Khe Sanh the 18 bat-.
tahon comb1ned Operatlon PEGASUS/LAM SON 207 encoun-
tered little ‘organized enemy resistance in western Quang Tri,
Of the two NVA divisions (the’325C and the 304th) which had
é’nc1rc1ed the Khe Sanh garrison from 20 January through 31
“March, only elements of the 304th remained to be engaged
dunng April, And testifying to the hurt sustained by the
304th its elements withdrew in disorder, abandoning weap-:
ons, . supphes, and unbuned dead on the battlef1e1d .

) Gl

S On. the eastern flank of the DMZ, and led by a Marlne_
counterattack III MAF and ARVN units combined during late -
Apr11 and early May to repulse a d1v151on-51ze enemy attack
: 1med at Dong Ha. By mid-May, friendly forces, pursuing
3 the disorganized remnants of the 320th NVA Division, had

begun to uncover large quantities of weapons and supplies -- -
“Hard evidence of the same lack of battlefield discipline which .
charactenzed the 304th. D1v1$1on 5 earher w1thdrawa1 in the_
western DMZ., “. . . . N AR

ra - . A K .
. P o . s 4 N A - B
N s . L AL A VI JPURE
R e 4 . s [ " B . s v p -t . .-

R e

el S1nce 1 January, the NVA has com'r'rfitted three divi-
“sions (the 325C, the 304th, and the 320th) to®combat in the )
. "DMZ reglon By 8 May, these units had lost Yover 10, 000
r‘dead to III MAF and ARVN actions, - thus already exceedlng B
hls 1967 DMZ-reg1on losses of 9 553 . (\ :

‘ it Comp0und1ng the enemy defeats in northern I CTZ L
iL? ,‘du.rmg April, was the III MAF assault into the enemy troop
: - {j_marshalhng and supply stag1ng redoubt in the A Sha.u Va.lley.
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. F:o_rh 19 April through the end of ‘the month, two brigades of
" the lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile), ranged through the val-
léy, capturing over 600 weapons and destroying tons of as-~
_ sorted enemy supphes and equlpment “

-

" .7 The IH MAF counterguernlla campaign; continued un-~
'interrﬁpted during the month, with 20, 327 patrols, ambushes,

‘and small unit operat’ions' costing enemy guerrilla units 705

killed, 34 captured, and 100 weapons lost. And 87 Marine
STING RAY patrols, ‘while losing one Marine killed in action,

Ajere- respon51b1e for the elimination of 457 enemy, a new

rmonthly record ‘ PR SR

g

T R Wh11e exp101t1ng 1oca11y developed 1nte111gence sources
a.nd cu1t1va.t1ng an increasing confidence among their civilian
confederates in the hamlets, the 84 Combined Action Platoons
conducted 3, 716 night patrols and ambushes, and 2,169 day-
xhght patrols. accounting for 89 enemy k111ed and the capture

. ¥ of 38 pnsoners a.nd 56 weapons. ' o
I.n Apr11 Manne f1xed w1ng pllots ﬂew 1, 216 sort1es 1n‘
support of ground operations and in interdiction of enemy
LOC's. Of these total sorties, 2,278, an all-time high, were
flqwn in support of other than Marine ground units. Out-of-
¢ountry commitments were supported by 1,274 Marine sorties
a.nd Marine A-6A pilots, establishing a record monthly total,
flew 453 sorties outside South Vietnam,. Helicopter opera-.
‘tions increased 51gn1f1cant1y for the second consecutwe month,
a?? Manne pilots flew 50, 134 sorties, 11ft1ng over 65,000 pas-
‘séngers and 7,500 tons of cargo,. Good’ weather and’the in-- =
creased effectiveness of CH-46 helicopters h1ghlsghted April's Lo
,hft operat1ons ‘Aircraft losses for April dropped 51g-- .
mflcantly from the March f1gure of 18, as Marine air units -: -
~ Tos t two fixed ‘wing aircraft and four hehcopters. And attest=
1ng “to the intensity of combat were the 125 a1rcraft wh1ch
-recelved battle da.mage dur1ng the month : o :
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The tonnage rrgo'ved through the various I CTZ ports
continued to increase, and ‘April saw 32 new cargo handling
records established. Typical of the marks established was

~at Chu Lai where, on 5 April, 3,940 S/T (or more than twice
_the daily rated capacity of 1, 800 S/T) of material and supplies
‘were introduced through the port facility. =~ © v T
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AIR OPERATIONS

Continuing the high level of 1968 air operations

in Vietnam, Marine fixed wing- and helicopter units flew

57,350 sorties during April, Tactical air support was
g provided Marine Corps, US Army, and other Free World
i Forces heavily engaged in ground fighting, while interdic-
{ tion operations continued in North Vietnam and southern
Laos. Fixed wing pilots accumulated 7,216 sorties, and
helicopter operations, increading significantly for the
second consecutive month, surpassed 50, 000 sorties.

Fixed Wing Operations

Pacing the tempo of ground operations in I CTZ,
Marine fixed wing aircraft flew 3,016 close air support
and 1, 090 direct air support sorties. As additional sup-
port for in-country combat efforts, 464 reconnaissance
sorties and 1,372 helicopter escort, interdiction, and air
S defense sorties were flown by Marine pilots during April.
i
!

Requirements for aerial ordnance deliveries de-
i creased during April with the defeat of NVA forces in the
; Khe Sanh area, Attack aircraft, striking enemy lines of
communication in South Vietnam, and supporting ground
{{ unit operations, 'delivérqd 8,410 tons of bombs, as com-
- pared with the 1968 monthly average of 9,28l tons, Con-
' firmed enemy personnel losses from Marine*air during
“the month totaled 447 killed as Marine infantry unit lead-
ers, artillery observers, and air controllers continued to
employ coordinated fire support against enemy forces,

g ' -Operating southwest of Danang on 7 April, a
: Marine reconnaissance team, a tactical air coordinator
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(airborne), and fixed wing pilots coordinated attacks on
five groups of VC. Air strikes, accurately controlled
by the TAC (A), resulted in 79 VC killed,

-Two A-4E's, on a close air support mission
during Operation PEGASUS, were directed agéinst an
impeding enemy position, Accurate delivery of bombs
and napalm, which destroyed four bunkers, killed three
NVA, and exploded an ammunition storage area, opened
the infantry route of advance.

-On 9 April, another Marine patrol operating
southwest of Danang directed’ an artillery mission on
44 VC, An air observer supporting the patrol directed
air strikes by MAG-11 and -12 pilots for additional target
coverage. Confirmed results of 31 VC killed were cred-
ited to the combined supporting arms,

~Near Khe Sanh on 21 April, Marine units
attacked an estimated enemy company in fortified bunkers.
Supported by fixed wing air strikes and Marine artillery,

the Marines successfully secured the position, killing 21
NVA,

During April the out-of-ccuntry effort by the lst
Marine Aircraft Wing was focused near the DMZ. All
sorties flown over North Vietnam were directed against
enermy targets in the Route Package I area, as Marine
pilots executed 1,049 combat sorties and 108 electronic
countermeasure sorties, In southern Laos, Marine air-

_craft flew 117 sorties in interdiction of enemiy lines of
- communication,

The month also saw the highest number of Marine
A-6A Intruder sorties (453) flown outside of South Viet-
nam since the aircraft!s arrival in-country during No-
vember 1966, Of this total, 444 were flown against
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. : enemy targets located in Route Package I, the southern-
most portion of North Vietnam, while nine A-6A attack
sorties were flown against enemy targets located in the
Steel Tiger region of the Laotian panhandle. The A-6A
pilots of VMA(AW)-242 and 533 delivered 9,496 bombs
while attacking 2,012 targets - 1,715 of which were mov-
ing targets. Of the 453 A-6A sorties flown out-of-coun-
try during April, 436, or 96%, -were flown at night.

”

Below is illustrated the monthly A-6A attack sor-
ties flown out-of-country since May 1967,

MONTHLY MARINE A-6A SORTIES FLOWK QUT OF COBRTRY
- MAY 67 - APR 68

400 - -

MONTHLY AVERAGE: 299
300

" 200

0| NG

MAY JUN JuL

SEP B MAR
1957 1958

In support of the A-6A and other fixed wing strikes
out-of-country, the EA-6A and EF-10B electronic counter-
measure (ECM) configured aircraft of Marine Composite
Reconnaissance Squadron -1, flew 108 sorties., The neces-
sity of providing ECM coverage is underscored by the con-
.tinued presence of enemy surface-to-air missile (SAM)
sites in the area contiguous to the DMZ., Intelligence re-
ports confirm that one enemy SAM battalion is operating
in the DMZ area; the presence of a second SAM battalion
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jin this regién is suspected. At the end of April, seven
confirmed enemy SAM sites were located in this area,
two of which were sighted there during the month,

NVA use of the SAM system was evident to pilots
during the month, On 1 April, in the DMZ region nine
miles northwest of the Khe Sanh combat base, a pilot re-
ported sighting an airborne projectile with a 10 to 15 foot
fire-trail, The pilot took evasive action and watched the
projectile explode at approximately 15,000 feet. And on
the night of 4 May, a Marine A-6A pilot on 2 mission
in the vicinity of Dong Hoi, 25 miles north of the DMZ,
observed an in-flight SAM tracking his aircraft. The pi-
lot, flying at 4,000 to 5,000 feet,b took evasive action by

" making a hard turn downward, and watched the missile
cease tracking, gain altitude, and detonate three miles
away from the aircraft,

i Below is a map depicting the end-month confirmed
I ..~ enemy SAM sites located in the DMZ area. ‘

§ : | ENEMY SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE SITES

Prepared sites capable of accepting
SAM equipment.

Area which miasiles are capable of
defending.

Location sighted during April,

{
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) The Single Manager Control of Tactical Air Resources
in the Republic of South Vietnam

On 10 March 1968, all Marine fixed wing and re-

connhaissance aircraft, and their associated Marine air con-

) trol assets, were assigned by COMUSMACYV to the mission
4 direction of the COMUSMACYV Deputy for Air Operations,

) the Commanding General, 7th Air Force, This program
of Air Force control achievevc'l full operational status on 1
April, By end-month the diminution of the tactical air

~ support provided Marine groynd combat commmanders was
evident. During the period 3-30 April, due largely to

the long lead time required under the 7th Air Force sys-
tem for the scheduling of preplanned missions, only 36%

(1,547 of 4,331) of those targets Marine ground command-
ers wished to be attacked by air were scheduled for attack

i by the Saigon-based Tactical Air Control Center. And,

8 of those scheduled, only 44%, or 680 targets, actually were
attacked. Thus the Marine ground commander was re-
quired, during April, to rely heavily on the less effective
unscheduled sorties (or diverts) which accounted for 58%
(or 2,862) of the total tactical sorties flown in support of
the Marine ground attacks,

During April the 1lst Marine Aircraft Wing flew
2,278 sorties, an all-time high, in support of other than
Marine ground units. This compares with the monthly av-
erage of 1,716 Marine sorties provided to other than Ma-
rine units during the six month period prior,to the single
- manager system's initiation in March 1968,

The graph on the following page illustrates, by
month, the number of Marine fixed wing aircraft sorties
flown in support of US Army, USSF, ARVN, ROKMC, and
out-of-country operations during the period January 1967
through April 1968,

ST
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MARINE FIXED WING SORTIES IN SUPPORT OF OTHER THAN MARINES .
JAN 1967 - APR 1968

. 1968 MONTHLY AVERAGE: 1,593
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In April, a significant increase in the number of Marine
sorties (788) flown in support of US Army units occurred, as com-
pared to the previous high (149) flown in September 1967. Below
is a graph which depicts, for a 13 day period during April, the
increased number of Marine fixed wing attack sorties scheduled
for support of US Army units, and the decrease of attack sor-
ties scheduled for support of Marine ground units.

MARINE FIXED WIRG SORTIES SCHEDULED IN SUPPORT OF
USMC AND US ARMY URITS: 18 - 30 APRIL

-—USMC SUPPORT
m=yg ARMY SUPPORT

18 19 20 21 22 23

24 5 26 27 28 19 30
APRil
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The Commanding General, III MAF, after analysis
of the effectiveness and responsiveness of the air support
being provided Marine combat units under the 7th Air Force
system, voiced his dissatisfaction with the system to COM-
USMACYV on 22 April and again on 4 May, And, on 8 May,
the Commanding General, lst Marine Aircraft Wing (the
Tactical Air Commander for the Commanding General, III
MAF') presented to COMUSMACYV and later, on 10May, to
CINCPAC, the items of dissatisfaction generated thus far,
by the single manager system. The concluding recommen-
dation was that control of Marine fixed wing strike and re-
connaissance aircraft revert to the Commanding General,

o1 MAF,.

Helicopter Operations

The intensity of combat in I CTZ during April was
reflected in the highest monthly total of helicopter sorties
flown since July 1967, Experiencing generally good weather,
Marine pilots logged 50,134 sorties, as they transported
65,815 passengers and delivered 7,538 tons of cargo.

g[ CH-46 aircraft carried almost 60% of the passen-
: gers and cargo helilifted during April as they compiled
20,838 sorties, Having flown a monthly average of only
{] 3,959 sorties during th; CH-46 modification program con-
‘ ducted in the 4th Quarter 1967, the helicopters have since
a contributed heavily to the increasing lift support provided
o I CTZ units. Thus far in 1968, a monthly average of
14, 825 sorties has been flown by CH-46 helicopters.

The total sorties flown each month by Marine heli-

copters since May 1967 are shown by the graph on the
following page.
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MARIKE HELICOPTER SORTIES: MAY 1967 - APR 1968
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HELICOPTER LIFT SUMMARY

20,000 1 MAY 67 - 30 APR 68

SORTIES FLOWN: 509,505
10,000 | | PASSENGERS LIFTED: 650,950

TONS OF CARGO LIFTED: 90,414
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0%
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Requirements for helicopter support to non-Marine
units increased slightly during April, Of the total sorties
flown by Marine helicopters, 8.4% were committed to
other I CTZ forces. ROK Marines utilized 77% of the ex-
traneous support, while US Army, Special Forces, and
ARVN forces received 3, 8.5, and 11.5%, respectively.
The following graph portrays helicopter support provided
other than Marine units since March 1967,

MONTHLY PERGENT OF MARINE HELICOPTER SORTIES
IN SUPPORT OF OTHER THAN MARINE FORCES
APR 1967 - APR 1368

MONTHLY AVERAGE: 11.2%

MAY JUN L

1381 1968
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Support of helicopter operations within the lst Ma-
rine Aircraft Wing was streamlined last month with the
" formation of a new helicopter group. To increase effi-
ciency and control of the widely dispersed helicopter pop-
~ulation, Provisional Marine Air Group 39 was activated
at Quang Tri on 16 April., Assigned to ProvMAG-39 for
. combat operations are HMM-163, HMM-262, and VMO-6.

¢
e

Fixed Wing and Helicopter Losses

: ' Declining significantly from the March figure of 18,
o Marine aircraft losses for April/totaled six, Four air-
craft (two fixed wing and two helicopters), in the process
of conducting ordnance deliveries or in battlefield landing
H "~ zones, were lost to enemy small arms fire., The two
' fixed wing aircraft (one A-4E and one TA-4F) lost during
April bring the total number of fixed wing aircraft lost
due to direct enemy action for the period March 1965 -

30 April 1968 to 88. TFor the same period, helicopter
losses now total 150, reflecting four helicopters (two UH-
" 1E's, one UH-34, and one CH-46) lost during April, Dur-
ing combat sorties in April, three fixed wing aircraft and
' three helicopters sustained major damage, while 37 fixed
.wing aircraft and 82 helicopters received minor damage.
Enemy mortar and rocket attacks on airfields caused mi-

nor damage to eight aircraft.

¢ ot Mt At b v+t
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SUMMARY

Although the northern reaches of Quang Tri province
Were the scene of major combat activities in I CTZ during
'-May,' central I CTZ, for the first time since the Tet offen-
sive, also saw large scale action when Marine Operation
ALLEN BROOK, accounting for. nearly 700 enemy killed,
i " sp01led enemy preparatmns for an assault against Danang.

i "":":»ﬁ' The pr1nc1pa1 battles in the DMZ region were fought
N-‘along the northern approaches to the ‘Marine base at Dong Ha,
--and i the area south of the Khe Sanh combat base. Twice
i ,;dur:.ng the month ‘the coordinated combat power of III MAF

g and ARVN forces detected and repulsed division-size thrusts
i "-.by the 320th NVA Division against Dong Ha. And at Khe Sanh
1§ " the Marmes killed 1,154 NVA regulars as they broke the 304th

N'VA D1v1$1on s move agalnst Khe Sa.nh

oo

L

Sl From Quang Tri C1ty to Phu Ba:l., and along the trace

= of Route’ 547 into A Shau Valley, the US Army divisions of III

< 'MAF's Provisional Corps Vietnam (the 1st Cavalry Division

; "[(Alrmobl.le) and the 10lst Airborne Division) inflicted substan-

L’ : »,,v,t1a.1 troop and material losses on enemy formations attempt-

‘ _+./ing to maintain lodgments in the mountains and piedmont of
western I CTZ :

Lot

In sum, the 18 large un1t operat1ons conducted by II1
M_AF Army and Marine formations in May accounted for 8, 581
‘ienemy killed and the capture of 326 enemy and 5, 029 ‘weapons
-- all new monthly marks for battahon or larger size actions. _ '

T The four Marme mfantry battahons ass1gned to coun-
.,,terguerr:.lla operations during the month conducted 14,407
~+ small unit operations in the Danang sector (an average of 113
per day by each battalion), while US Army units in southern

I CTZ conducted an additional 2,226 of these patrols, am-
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:bushes, and company-size operations. Enemy losses cred1ted
'to the Marine and Army small units totaled 427 killed, and 42
. prlsoners and 89 weapons captured. Marine STING RAY teamsv
cont1nued effectively to impede enemy movement along the pe-
i riphery of the central I CTZ vital area and, controlling 241 ar-
! tillery missions and 17 air strikes, accounted for the deaths of
. 405 enemy troops, a toll second thus far in the war only to the
457 enemy e11m1nated by these teams last month.

A S

, Reflectlng the 1ncrea51ng pace ‘of air operatlons thus far

Cin 1968, fixed wing pilots of the 1lst Marine Aircraft Wing flew
8,623 sort1es, a new monthly récord. And, in addition to the
~support provided Marine: operations, Marine attack and fighter
,squadrons flew 2,216 sorties in support of other than Marine
units, Match1ng the tempo of ground operations, Marine heli-
1 copter pilots also set support records by providing 62, 837 sor-
. tiés, which lifted 77,674 passengers and 7,891 tons of cargo.
The intensity of the month's combat resulted in 22 Marine air-
craft (13 helicopters and nine fixed w1ng) lost to enemy fire,

“Inl 'addition, 63 fixed wing aircraft and 197 hehcopters recewed
battle damage while a1rborne.

AR Y I 2

°

- On 22 May, Comblned Actlon Platoon 3-5- 5 was activ-
ated .eight miles northwest of Phu Bai, bringing to 85 the num-
ber of CAP's now active in I CTZ, Although continuing to be a
pnmary target for enemy attacks, the combined Marine/PF
pla.toons made substantial progress in their campaigns against
the - Vlet Cong infrastructure, accounting during the mionth for

. 123, enemy killed a.nd the capture of 21 pr1soners and 32 weap-
Ons. ‘& : . . oo e, hv'

N

. - L e

>

, i\/[arine operations in Ma.y resulted in 6 200 enemy
killed, "the highest monthly total of enemy losses to Marine
force's thus far in the war. Seven hundred forty-three Marines
and 37 US Navy personnel, however; also the highest III MAF

losses in any month of the war, were killed in actlon or died of
wounds in May.
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AIR OPERATIONS

‘ The level of 1968 air operations continued to rise

' during May, as Marine pilots flew 71, 460 sorties in support
of I CTZ ground operations and interdiction programs aimed
at enemy lines of communication in North Vietnam, Laos,
a‘ﬁd ICTZ. Marine fixed wing aircraft compiled 8, 623 sorties,
while helicopter pilots of the lst Marine Aircraft Wing and the
two Special Landing Forces flew 62, 837 sorties.

4

Fixed Wing Operations

Supporting III MAF and ARVN forces engaged in heavy
g fighting throughout the month, Marine fixed wing pilots, fly-
: ing 5,774 close air support and 905 direct air support sor-
' ties, delivered 11,714 tons of bombs against enemy positions
N in ICTZ. Aerial ordnance, including 12,979 rockets, 4,597
. 0 napalm bombs, and 128, 424 rounds of 20mm ammunition, re-
sulted in 521 enemy killed and 1, 301 bunkers and 180 weapon
; positions destroyed. Damage to enemy ammunition, supply,
8 and POL dumps was reflected by the 327 secondary explosions
‘ and 250 fires reported by Marine attack pilots and observers.

:'% : In addition, 1,003 fixed wing combat support sorties
were flown to provide air reconnaissance, helicopter escort,

interdiction, and air defense in I CTZ.

. The graphs on the following page comparé monthly
totals for Marine fixed wing support within I CTZ during the
; last six months.
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IN-COUNTRY FIXED WING SUPPORT BY MARIKE AIRCRAFT: DEC 67 - MAY 68
SORTIES FLOWN ORDNANCE DELIVERED
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~-Support of Large Unit Operations

Encountering heavy fighting throughout the month, Marine
forces engaged in Operations KENTUCKY and NAPOLEON/SALINE
coordinated 328 Marine attack sorties with other fire support to
sunder elements of the 320th NVA Division. Using preplanned sor-

o ties, armed with weapons for designated targets, and strip alert at-
g tack aircraft, immediately available with a variety of aerial weap-

! ons, ground commanders north of Dong Ha directed the delivery of

' over 650 tons of ordnance on enemy targets and emplacements,

i During the last three weeks of May, attack aircraft supporting Op-
eration ALLEN BROOK averaged 22 sorties a day, as 906 tons of

?;, air ordnance were delivéred to assist the Marine infantry scheme
o of maneuver. Other missions, including aerial reconnaissance,

‘ photographic coverage, helicopter escort, and airborne supporting

arms control, also assisted in reducing the effect of the NVA and
VC forces,

ot In support of 18 large unit operations during May, Marine
7‘ pilots flew 2,983 attack sorties and delivered 5, 950 tons of ord-
g nance. The following examples, taken from offensive operations
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conducted during May, illustrate the results of supporting
arms firepower, accurate airborne and ground observation
and control procedures, and close air/ground coordination.

-On 1 May, elements of BLT 2/4, attacking a large
NVA force north of Dong Ha, came under intense and well di-
rected hostile artillery fire. Spotting the NVA forward ob-
server team, an aerial observer called for fixed wing air to
attack the position. Accurate ordnance deliveries resulted
in 13 NVA killed and an immediate reduction of incoming ar-
tillery fire on the Marige infantry.

-In the same area, three days later, an enemy
force moving on the flank of the Dong Ha battlefield was attac ked
by two Marine F-4B's, Directed by an aerial observer, the
strikes resulted in 37 NVA killed.

-During the early morning hours of 10 May, the
night defensive positions of the 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry came
under heavy ground attack. The effects of coordinated fire sup-
N port, provided by artillery batteries, armed helicopters, Ma-
rine attack aircraft, and naval gunfire, weére seen as the enemy
assault ended within the defensive wire. Counting 94 enemy
dead around the positions, the ground forces credited Marine
air with 25 NVA kllled

T A L LA i S0

- Supported by artillery, an estimated NVA battalion
attacked a Marine company position south of Khe Sanh at 0300
on 28 May. Before daylight, Marine artillery and fixed wing
air had assisted in repulsing two assaults. Attempting to dis-
perse and withdraw at dawn, the NVA battalion was held in
place by Marine armed helicopter fire support. During the sub-
sequent Marine counterattack, which accounted for 230 NVA
killed, 20 Marine attack sorties dropped 57 tons of ordnance,
with some deliveries targeted 20 meters from friendly posi-
tions,
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-Additional support to ground operations was pro-
vided by air attacks on enemy base areas and lines of com-~
munication. Evidence of this support, and of the damage in-
flicted during interdiction missions, was obtained near Khe
Sanh, as NVA prisoners continued to reveal the low state of
morale and the high rate of casualties resulting from attack
and bomber aircraft strikes. Further, in A Shau Valley, III
'MAF units conducting Operation DELAWARE VALLEY found
fifty 2 1/2 and 3-ton trucks ‘previously damaged by air strikes.

-Out-of-Country Operations

T W W e womm = e—

! During May, Marine aircraft flew 941 sorties in sup-
port of out-of-country interdiction operations. North of the
DMZ, Marine pilots flew 754 strike and 134 electronic count-
ermeasure (ECM) and electronic intelligence (ELINT) sorties
against enemy targets in the Route Package I area of North

" Vietnam. Interdiction of enemy targets in the Steel Tiger re-
gion of the Laotian panhandle was supported by 53 attack sor-
ties.

N Y e WY W e v

A-6A aircraft support continued at a high level durihg
May. Taking full advantage of the aircraft's all-weather tar-
get acquisition radar and moving target indicator systems,
A-6A pilots flew 444 of their 473 sorties at night. As enemy
traffic mounted during the periods of darkness, Marine pilots,
identifying 890 moving targets and 356 stationary targets, de-
livered Z, 038 tons of ordnance to impede further movement of

u

g ’ troops and supplies in the region north of the DMZ, \
o '
w - The graph on the following page illustrates the monthly

s ' A-bA attack sorties flown out-of-country since June 1967.
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JUNE 67 - MAY 68
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Accompanying Marine aircraft on missions in Route
Package I, the ECM-equipped EA-6A's and EF-10B's of Ma-
rine Composite Reconnaissance Squadron-1 flew 134 sorties
during the month. Requirements for ECM protection remained
evident, as the eighth surface-to-air missile (SAM) site in the
DMZ area was confirmed during May. Sixteen SAM firings
were reported over NVN during the month, with one, and pos-
sibly two, of the hostile missiles sighted in flight near Con
Thien. In addition, there has been a recent southerly exten-
sion of the NVN air threat. Intelligence from the Vinh area of
NVN, 145 miles north of the DMZ, has reported evidence of ra-
dar capable of providing intercept control to MIG's flying as
far south as the lower Route Packages and the DMZ area. The
SAM threat and the increased NVN air threat further empha-
size the importance of the ECM support provided by Marine
EA-6A and EF-10B aircraft,

The Single Manager Control of Tactical Air Resources
in the Republic of South Vietnam

For the second month, all Marine fixed wing and recon-
naissance aircraft, and their associated Marine air control
assets, continued operations under the mission direction of
the COMUSMACYV Deputy for Air Operations, the Commanding
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2 General, 7th Air Force. : Although the Marine aircraft were

assigned to this program of Air Force control by COMUSMACY

"on 10 March 1968, the single manager system did not

achieve full operational status until 1 April. During the first

~month of operations, design;ted by COMUSMACYV as an eval-
“yation period, the Commanding General, III MAF noted seri-

ous diminution in the tactical air support provided to Marine
ground commanders. .

During the second month of single manager control,
scheduled response to requests for preplanned sorties re-
mained at a low level. Of the targets Marine ground com-
manders requested be covered by preplanned air strikes,
those actually scheduled for attack by the 7th Air Force
Tactical Air Control Center in Saigon dropped from 36%
during April to 32,9% in May. And, of the 1,875 targets
scheduled to be hit, only 831 (or 44.3%) actually were at-
tacked., Further, the Marine ground commanders, for the

_second consecutive month, had to rely on the less effective

unscheduled sorties, or diverts, for 57.6% of the total num-
ber of sorties flown in their support.

Continuing at a high level, sorties flown in support of
other than Marine ground units totaled 2,216, The trend to-
ward increased support of US Army units continued, as Marine

sorties in support of Army operations climbed from 788 sor-
ties during April to 958 in May.

The graph on the foliowing page illustrates, by month,
the number of Marine fixed wing aircraft Sorties flown since
June 1967, in support of US Army, US Special Forces, ARVN,
ROKMGC, and out-of-country operations.
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Based on the April evaluation of the new air control
system, the Commanding General, III MAF sent his Tacti- ‘
cal Air Commander {(CG, lst Marine Aircraft Wing), to i
present to COMUSMACYV on 8 May, and to CINCPAC on 10 :
May, the items of dissatisfaction generated by the single man-
ager program. The concluding recommendation in the III MAF
presentation was that control of Marine fixed wing strike and

reconnaissance aircraft revert to the Commanding General,
III MAF, '

Immediately following the III MAF presentation to
CINCPAC on 10 May, a representative of the Commanding Gen-
eral, 7th Air Force, presented the Air Force evaluation of the
single manager program. Implicit in the evaluation was the
recognition that single management had proven to be unwieldy
and had not accomplished all the results,desired. To meet the da
by-day requirements of ground commanders, the 7th Air Force
proposed certain improvisations intended to restore flexibility,
responsiveness, and continuity in the management of preplanned
air support. This modified arrangement divided preplanned
sortie allocations into two groups., Seventy percent of the
sorties would be allocated in a weekly fragmentary order,
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while the remainder would be allocated in a daily preplanned .,
fragmentary order. The intent of the weekly fragmentary
‘order was to provide each ground commander with sorties
that he could use in any manner he considered would sup-
port his tactical plans most effectively, so long as his in-
tended use was consistent with aircraft and control capa-
bilities. The daily fragmentary order, on the other hand,
wcjuld provide ground commanders with additional sorties

with which to respond to the ever-changing ground combat
situation. .

Accepting this latter proposal, rather than the III MAF
proposal to revert operational control of Marine fixed wing
strike and reconnaissance aircraft to CG, II MAF, COMUS-

- MACV, with CINCPAC concurrence, ordered the modifica-
tions into effect on 30 May. Selecting the month of June as
a second period for experimentation, and announcing another
_evaluation at the end of the test, COMUSMACV encouraged his
" commanders to submit constructive comments concerning the
. revised system,

Even while the single manager system was under-,
going this critical evaluation, and while plans were being
i formulated to improve it, events at the Kham Duc Special
c Forces camp, on 12 May, demonstrated that some of the
' - characteristics of the pre-single manager control system
had remained intact. Early on the morning of 12 May, the
Kham Duc camp, 52 miles southwest of Danang, came under
, siege by a superior NVA force. To relieve the camp, COM-
G USMACYV, at 0830 that morning, ordered a '"Grand Slam'' ef-
fort - - the priority concentration of tactical air 'support which
E ~ had proven so successful under the previous air control
G e system, particularly during the battle of Con Thien in
September 1967. Although the concentration of tactical
air within this confined area during the day (120 Air Force
‘and 18 Marine strike sorties) was potentially disastrous,
the operation succeeded because of the efforts of Marine
and Air Force airborne Forward Air Controllers, who
were overhead throughout the day controlling air strikes.
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Fixed Wing Squadron Rotation

On 10 May, with the deployment of Marine All Weath-
er Fighter Squadron-235 from Danang to Iwakuni, Japan, Ma-
rine employment of the F-8 Crusader.aircraft in South Vietnam
ended. Since December 1965, three Marine F-8 Crusader
squadrons (VMF (AW)-312,232, and 235)had engaged in com-
bat operations in Vietnam, flying a"total of 20,955 sorties in
support of both Marine ground operations in South Vietnam,

1 ‘and interdiction missions in North Vietnam and Laos. VMF

4 (AW)-235, the last of the three squadrons to serve in-country,
o " was replaced at Danang by Marine Fighter Attack Squadron-

g 542, with 18 F-4B Phantom II's.

i Helicopter Operations

Responding to increased combat troop and cargo lift re-
" quirements created by wide-spread search and clear opera -
' g tions, and other operational requirements, the Marine heli-
copters in I CTZ, establishing an all-time high for combat
support, flew 62, 837 sorties, lifting 77,674 passengers and
~ 17,891 tons of cargo.

Indicative of helicopter operations during May, Marines
conducting Operation MAMELUKE THRUST received 1,631 hel-
‘icopter sorties during a ten-day period. Operating without
vehicular support in the jungle-covered mountains southwest

‘ of Danang, the Marine units maneuvered 1, 839 troops by.hel-

H icopter, while helilifted resupply deliveries totaled 238 tons.

o "  The versatile aircraft further assisted ground operations
during the month by providing airborne reconnaissance and

‘ fire support coordination, medical evacuation, and close-in

o fire support. As an example, on 28 May, five members of a

‘ STING RAY patrol, 28 miles southwest of Danang, were blown
‘over a cliff by an enemy grenade. One member of the patrol
was able to regain the top of the cliff and call for helicopter
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support, while a reaction force secured a landing zone. While
hovering above the four wounded Marines, the rescue aircraft
lowered a sling hoist to the cliff-side position and lifted the

" men, individually, to the secure landing zone one-quarter of
a mile away. Following the four rescue efforts, the helicop-
ter evacuated the total force.

The CH-53 helicopters of Marine Heavy Helicopter
_ Sqﬁadron-463 completed their first year of full squadron com-
bat operations on 24 May. Amassing 38,107 sorties, the squad-
ron moved 162, 385 passengers and 403, 087 tons of cargo dur-
‘ing the year and, utilizing its heavy lift capacity, performed
476 tactical aircraft recoveries. One hundred ninety of the
retrievals, returning downed Helicopters and small fixed wing
) ‘aircraft from battlefield locations, represented an aircraft-
‘ replacement savings of approximately $67,669, 000.

Total monthly support provided by Marine helicopters
since June 1967 is shown by the following graph.

MARINE HELICOPTER SORTIES: JUNE 67 - MAY 68
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Marine helicopters, continuing to provide helilift assis-
tance to non-Marine forces, flew 6.8% of their sorties in sup-
port of extraneous commitments. During the battle at Kham
Duc Special Forces camp, Marine CH-46 helicopters, on 10
May, lifted 500 soldiers of the 2d Battalion, lst Infantry Regi-
ment into-the besieged outpost. Two days later, Marine pilots
again supported the Army units, as 14 CH-46's flew 110 sorties
to complete evacuation of all friendly forces from the camp.

- The following graph depicté" support received by other
than Marine forces during the past 13 months.

MONTHLY PERCENT OF MARINE HEI.IC[]PTER'YVSURTIES

IN SUPPORT OF OTHER THAN MARINE FORGES
MAY 1367 - MAY 1968

MONTHLY AVERAGE: 10.8%
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MAY 67 - MAY 68 AVERAGE MONTHLY MARINE SORTIES PROVIDED:
US ARMY 1o ARVN 839
US SPECIAL FORCES 200 ROKMC 3,418
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) Marine helicopter :pilots of the lst Marine Aircraft
" Wing and Special Landing Forces Alpha and Bravo, flying a
‘5 * record 70,494 sorties durmg June, surpassed by 7,657 the
! ' previous high (62,837) éstablished in May 1968, The June
effort resulted also in new marks for the total number of pas-
sengers (98,163) and tons’ of cargo (8, 871) lifted during a one-
; month period by-these hehcopter units. Marine A-6A's, with
| 483 (also a new monthly fecord) of their total 858 sorties ex~
4 ' ecuted out- of-country, delivered over 2,270 tons of ordnance -
on 1,713 Laos and North Vietnam targets, 1, 369 (or 80%) of
which were moving targets. And, taking full advantage of its
all-weather capab111t1es, 450 (or 93%) of this attack alrcra.ft'
out-of - country sortles were flown at mght

. -
-

Highlighting III MAF large unit operations during the
month was the heliborne penetration by two Marine regiments

) of NVA strongpoints south of Khe Sanh, This action, coupled

;% with ‘other large unit operations against an 1 CTZ enemy cur- ‘.
: rehtly unwilling to risk major engagement, resulted in an en-
emy loss of 3,368 k111ed and the capture of 286 soldiers a.nd
2, 197 weapons. . .

A

These large unit successes were complemented in
good measure by the III MAF counterguerrilla effort, which
" numbered in June 8,991 patrols, 5,405 ambushes, and 75
L S company-size search operations. Although the guerrilla fol- .
] lowed the lead of his NVA cohorts, and avoided contact where .
possible, he nevertheless lost 386 soldiers and 156 weapons
to- the small unit actions of IITI MAF. '
) Wlth the exception of long range a.rtillery attacks :
<aga1nst the installations at Cua Viet and Dong Ha, enemy ord-
nance attacks against the major bases in I CTZ were largely
§gﬁstrated during June. In the Danang area, the publicly pro-
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cla.lmed enemy plan to la.unch massive rocket and mortar at-
tacks, against III MAF installations was fragmented, albeit
°ter'ripora'ri1y, as Marine units, thrusting deep into his base
-aréag in the piedmont’ southwest of Danang, captured 58 rock-
et. launchers and 146 rockets. ‘-\

Eoire WA R g e B G

4 The pac1f1catmn program in I CTZ d1sp1ayed pro-
gress in June, as the civilian population within those III MAF
¥ areas considered secure rose by more than 48, 000 over that
§ ¢ of May, And consolidation of Marine influence in the Phu Loc
area, 16 miles southeast of Phu Bai, resulted in the inclusion
. .of four secure villages, all situated along Route 1, in the Phu
.4 ' ‘Bai -_peeificétion area. ‘As of 30 June, therefore, all of the
' villages astride Route 1 between Danang and Hue were consid-
ered secure. '

in Hoa An hamlet, five miles northeast of Hue, brought the
total of the combined Popular Force/Marine platoons to 86.
. Dur1ng June, these combat teams conducted a record 6, 841
patrols and ambushes, 4,694 (or 69%) of which were night op-
era.tmns. Enemy losses to the CAP's were 115 killed and 70
’prxsoners and 53 weapons seized. '

-‘1?'.

R N : : ’
‘ % 7+ Combined Acuon Platoon 3-3-6, actlvated on 28 June

[

As 1nd1cated on the graph wh1ch follows, operauons
of III MAF units and the two Special Landing Forces durmg
" the first six months of 1968 have resulted in 38, 815 enemy
‘kllled while Vietnamese forces and Republic of Korea Ma-
o r1nes in I CTZ accounted for an additional 19, 101 killed. Dur-
lng the same six-month period, 3,012 enemy (696 North Viet-
nameése soldiers and 2,316 V1et Cong) were captured in I

’ Corps Tact1ca1 Zone.
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AIR OPERATIONS

The combined total of 78,183 fixed wing and heli-
copter sorties flown in June by pilots of the 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing and Special Landing Forces Alpha and Bravo, repre-
sented the highest monthly total of sorties flown by Marine
pilots since the beginning of the war in Vietnam. Of these
sorties (which surpassed by 6,723 the previous combined high
of 71,460 flown in May 1968), 7,689 were fixed wing combat
and combat support sorties flown inI CTZ, in Route Package
I (the southern-most air strike sector, of North Vietnam), and
in the Steel Tiger region of the Laotian panhandle. In addition,
70, 494 helicopter sorties were flown in I CTZ in support of
III MAF, ARVN, and ROKMC forces.

Fixed Wing Operations

Marine fixed wing attack sorties in I CTZ during June
totaled 5, 919, of which 4, 380 were close air support sorties,
1,150 were direct air support sorties, and 389 were helicopter

‘escort, interdiction, or air defense sorties. In addition, 692

combat support sorties (visual reconnaissance and photo-
graphic, for example) were flown in I CTZ by Marine pilots.
The 1, 078 combat and combat support sorties flown out-of-
country brought to 7, 689 the total number of fixed wing sorties
flown by lst Marine Aircraft Wing pilots.

The substantial decrease in fixed wing sorties flown
in June (7, 689) from those flown in May (8, 623) can bg attri-
buted to several causes. First, the enemy's month-long re-
luctance to risk his forces in significant engagements was
part1cu1ar1y evident in the eastern region of the DMZ, where
fixed wing support of Operations LANCASTER II, KENTUCKY,
and NAPOLEON/SALINE decreased by more than 200 sorties
from May's total of 484. Second, the termination of Operation
DELAWARE VALLEY/LAM SON 216 in A Shau Valley on 17
May, accounted for only 27 Marine sorties being flown in that
area during June, 424 less than were flown in May. And
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finally, eight large unit operations terminated in May, as opposed’
to the three new operations which began in June.

: The 5,919 combat sorties flown by Marine pilots in support
of III MAF, ARVN, and Free World forces operating in I CTZ de-

: . livered 7, 882 tons of bombs, 2,963 napalm bombs, 36,988 rockets,
3 and 183, 320 rounds of 20 millimeter ammunition on enemy units

and positions. This firepower accounted for 353 enemy killed, 12
bridges destroyed (and an additional 16 damaged), and 1,222 bunkers
and 63 weapons positions destroyed. In addition, 203 secondary ex-
-plosions and 131 secondary fires évider;ced the damage to enemy lo-
gistic (ammunition and POL) caches.

W e Sy BB T S

’
In order to provide ground commanders a portion of the re-

quired air reconnaissance coverage of the battlefield, Marine pilots
flew 692 combat support sorties. These included 147 photographic
missions, 38 infrared sensor flights, 166 electronic countermeasure
flights, 40 electronic intelligence missions, 84 tactical air coordi-
nator (airborne) sorties, and 217 visual reconnaissance flights.
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The following graphs depict the monthly combat/combat
1 .. support sorties flown, and ordnance delivered, by Marine pilots’
during the first six months of 1968.

' IN-COUNTRY FIXED WIKG SUPPORT BY MARINE RIRCRAFT: JAN - JUN 68
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-Support of Large Unit Operations

Though June was characterized by a decline in
enemy contacts, there was still a significant number of
ground tactical engagements requiring fixed wing support.
Nearly 1,500 sorties (25% of the month's total combat
sorties) were flown in support of ground units engaged in Op-
eration SCOTLAND II, attesting to the relatively high tempo
of operations in the western portion of the DMZ. The re-
maining 75% (or 4, 400) were flown in support of 14 other large
unit operations and the Danang rocket belt, in A Shau Valley
and along Route 547, and in support of small unit oper-
ations.

The following close air support missions typify the
support provided ground units daily in I CT2Z:

-During the evening of 7 June, two F-4B aircraft of
Marine Fighter/Attack Squadron-115 attacked an enemy force
located seven miles northeast of the Khe Sanh combat base.
Employing twelve 500-pound bombs and 152 rockets, the Marine
pilots were credited with six NV A soldiers killed and one auto-
matic weapon position destroyed. '

~On 18 June, elements of the 3d Battalion, 4th Marines
received an early morning probe from a large enemy force ten
miles south of the Khe Sanh combat base. The Marine unit
coordinated the placement of organic small arms, mortar, and
artillery fires and air strikes on the enemy force for over 11
hours. A subsequent sweep of the area revealed a combined
battle damage assessment of 131 NVA soldiers killed (49 of
which were credited to Marine aircraft) and 34 individual
weapons and nine crew-served weapons captured. Twenty of
the 49 enemy killed by Marine air were the result of a close
air support mission flown by three A-4E's of Marine Attack
Squadron-311.
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i -At 0845 on 24 June, two A-4E aircraft of Marine At-
é tack Squadron-121 were directed on a close air support mission
%y in support of ROK Marines then under attack by a Viet Cong
i; force about nine miles south of Danang. The Marine aircraft

, struck the enemy unit with 500-pound bombs and 20mm guns,
; killing 13 VC and breaking the enemy assault.

¥ -At 1515 on 25 Juné, in response to a request for air

; . support from a Marine reconnaissance unit supporting Oper-
o ation ALLEN BROOK, two A-4E's of Marine Attack Squadron-
121 dropped nineteen 250-pound bombs on an enemy force, kill-
} ing 23. One hour later, twd F-4B's of Marine Fighter /Attack

; Squadron-542 attacked an enemy force about one-half mile from
the action described above. Dropping twelve 250-pound bombs
and firing 57 rockets and 600 rounds of 20mm ammunition in

T _ close support of friendly elements, the Marine aircraft ac-

s counted for 40 enemy dead.

. 4 -On 26 June, Company L, 3d Battalion, 3d Marines

' : attacked an estimated North Vietnamese Army platoon located
in a bunker complex four miles east of Con Thien. Coordinated
’g : supporting arms provided heavy fire on the fortified position
and enemy routes of egress as the infantry assault drove the

j enemy into the open. A close air support strike by two F-4B's

, of Marine Fighter/Attack Squadron-542, loaded with twelve 500-
pound bombs and 50 rockets, accounted for 53 of the 59 enemy
soldiers killed in this action.

35 -Out-of-Country Operations .
In support of out-of-country interdiction operations,

; * Marine pilots flew 1, 078 sorties during the month of June. Of
: this number, 846 strike sorties and 115 electronic intelligence,
; ' electronic countermeasure, and photographic sorties were

; flown in the Route Package I area of North Vietnam. In addi-

tion, Marine attack sortie support in the Steel Tiger region of
the Laotian panhandle more than doubled over the previous

month, with 117 sorties being flown against enemy targets and
lines of communication.
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aircraft against possible SAM firings and MIG threats.
June, there were two new SAM field sites discovered in the DMZ

ET

Marine pilots flew a total of 858 A-6A sorties during
the month, of which 483 sorties (a record high), were flown
out-of -country. This aircraft's unique ability to deliver its
ordnance accurately, under instrument conditions or at night,
through the utilization of its all-weather target acquisition ra-
dar and moving target indicator systems, is documented by
the fact that 450 (or 93%) of the out-of-country sorties were
flown at night. In the out-of-country attacks, 2,270 tons
of ordnance were dropped qn 1, 713 targets, 1, 369 (or 80%) of
which were moving. One example of A-6A effectiveness was
seen on 21 June, when 11 attack sorties, striking 23 moving
and seven stationary targets in Route Package 1 accounted for
a partial damage assessment of one 130mm gun destroyed and
one damaged, one truck destroyed, three secondary explosions,
and two secondary fires.

The following graph ;depicts the monthly A-6A attack
sorties flown out-of-country since July 1967.

MONTHLY MARINE A-6A SORTIES FLOWK OUT-OF-COURTRY
JULY 67 - JURE 68

1959_1M°NTH Y AVERAGE: 383
- e . e - . .-

1967 MONTHLY AVERAGE: 239

UL - AUG SEP ocr NOY DEC IAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
1967 1958

In addition to the combat strike effort, Marine ECM-

equipped EA-6A's and EF-10B's, flying 89 and 25 sorties re-

spectively, were instrumental in providing protection to US

During
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area, bringing to ten the number of sites capable of launch-
ing missiles against aircraft flying in, and contiguous to, the
DMZ. However, of these ten sites, only one,. located 22 miles
northwest of Dong Ha (and ten miles north of the Ben Hai
river), was known to be occupied at end-month.

The continued presence of MIG-17 and MIG-21 aircraft
in the Vinh area of North Vietnam was verified during the
month. The existence of these aircraft, and the résultant
threat posed to US planes operating north of the DMZ, con-
tinues to emphasize the need of the Marine ECM protectlon
provided to US pilots.

The Single Manager Control of Tactical Air Resources
in the Republic of South Vietnam

As recounted in the May edition of this report, COMUS-
MACYV, to correct the major system deficiencies then evident,
on 30 May directed certain modifications to the single manager
system. Further, an evaluation of the results of these modifi-
cations was to be conducted by 26 June.

As the June evaluation progressed, it was evident
that the modifications (primarily the 70/30% split in the pre-
planned weekly/daily sortie ratio) were resulting in an I CTZ
air control arrangement basically similar to the Marine tac-
tical air control system obtaining in I CTZ prior to 10 March
1968. The weekly allocation of sorties was, with few excep-
tions, a stable, unchanging air support schedule; the daily
allocation of sorties, in turn, provided the vehicle through

~which COMUSMACYV maintained the flex1b1111:y to mass his air

strength, as required.

Although the modified arrangement is a distinct im-

‘provement over the cumbersome single manager system it re-

placed, the system's still-current requirement that times-on-
target be prescribed one week in advance remains an ineffi-

SECRET

61

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

bt 3 stk b i e L
Ty IR TIT
\

cient use of fixed wing sorties, and denies CG, III MAF the

flexibility required for the most productive use of his air

effort. In partial compensation of this shortcoming, however,

30% of II1 MAF's Marine air effort during the evaluation period
. was provided by scrambles or '"add on'' sorties, thereby add-

ing increased responsiveness to the support provided to ground
combat units.

e

T

) In any case, by end-June the initial evaluation of the

‘ - modified procedures had been completed both by COMUSMACYV
and CG, III MAF., The evaluations had been forwarded to
*CINCPAC and were under review at that level.

: OV -10A Aircrait

In May, the first detachment of six OV -10A aircraft
and seven pilots departed CONUS by ship enroute to the Repub-
lic of Vietnam via NAS, Cubi Point, in the Philippines. This
] seaborne deployment, as well as the requirement for applica-
f; tion of several aircraft modifications (principally, improved
o 00¢kpit instrumentation), and a series of test flights at Cubi
; ’ Point, delayed the aircraft's arrival in Vietnam until 6 July.

ol

A twin-turboprop, multi-purpose aircraft, the OV-104A
Bronco, is intended to fill the void left by the attrited O-1 air-
craft. The missions planned for the Bronco include tactical
visual aerial reconnaissance and observation, forward air con-
troller (airborne), liaison, aerial photography, aerial delivery,
and such other operations as may be directed,

5 On 6 July, the six aircraft, having been certified oper-
: - ationally ready, were flight ferried from Cubi Point to their new
command, Marine Reconnaissance Squadron-2, located at the
Marble Mountain Air Facility, Danang. Two OV-10A's were
launched on their first combat support missions (one visual re-

connaissance mission and one tactical air control (airborne)
mission) only three hours after their arrival in-country.
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Marine Air Supporf Radar Teams

The past six months have seen the relocation of
several of the Marine Air Support Radar Teams (ASRT's)
‘positioned in RVN. These teams, utilizing TPQ-10 radar

- equipment, are capable of directing aircraft to a pre-des-
ignated target, where, on command of the controller at
the radar site, the ordnance load is released. The radar,

| - having a functional radius of approximately 50 miles, is

: positioned throughout I CTZ as necessary to provide the

; best coverage for the ground tattical situation., Used pri-

} ‘marily during periods of poor weather and at night, the

; ASRT's have run 27,175 missions, controlling 32,141 air-

craft over the past 12 months.

S T e A

During the period July-December 1967, five ASRT's
were located in I CTZ. Since January 1968, six teams,
operating at different times at Chu Lai, Danang, Phu Bai,
Khe Sanh, Dong Ha, and Camp Cairroll, have controlled
1 - air strikes against enemy emplacements, lines of commu-

; nication, and supply dumps. As of end-June, two teams
! " were located in the DMZ area (one at Dong Ha and one at
Camp Carroll), one team was positioned at Phu Bai, two
i at Danang, and one at Chu Lai.

The graph on the following page portrays the num-
ber of missions and aircraft controlled by the Marine ASRT's
. during the past 12 months, as well as the decreased activ-
ity of the ASRT's during periods of good weather.
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Helicopter Operations

; . During June, pilots of the lst Marine Aircraft Wing and
t ~*° Special Landing Forces Alpha and Bravo flew a record 70, 494 heli-
g copter sorties, surpassing by 7,657 sorties the previous high
/ - (62,837) established in May 1968. Records were also set in the
number of passengers transported (98,163) and in the amount of
- cargo lifted (8,871 tons). Support of US Army, ARVN, and ROKMC
elements accounted for 4.8%, or 3,432 of the sorties flown. This
percentage, though relatively small, was still a significant draw
“down on thinly stretched Marine helicopter assets.

o P it S erer ek A e s

In an effort to clear those enemy base sites four and one-

! _ half miles south of the Khe Sanh combat base, a multi-regiment

i : attack within the Operation SCOTLAND II area was conducted dur-

‘ ing the period 2-19 June. The lst and 4th Marines, supported by
six 105mm howitzer batteries, two 155mm howitzer batteries, an 8"
howitzer platoon, and a 175mm gun platoon, conducted this opera-
tion, with logistic support provided primarily by helicopters
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(CH-46's, CH-53's, UH-1E's, and UH-34's) of Marine Air-
craft Groups 36 and 39,
ation, more than 18, 700 infantry and support troops and 3,100

tons of food, water, and ammunition were helilifted into, and.
within, the zone of action.

. The helicopter's role in the insertion/extraction of
small units, as well as that of casualty evacuation, was clear-
ly demonstrated on 3 and 4 June*when a reconnaissance patrol
came under heavy attack from an estimated 30 to 50 Viet Cong
approximately 33 miles south-southwest of Danang. Following
reestablishment of communications with the patrol, a reaction
force was dispatched to the scené by helicopter to clear the

“area and to assist in the recovery of the Marine dead and

wounded. The patrol and the reaction force were subse-

‘quently' helilifted out of the area.

The following graph depicts the total monthly support

- provided by Marine helicopters during the last 12 months.
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MARINE HELICOPTER SORTIES: JULY 67 - JUNE 68

* 70,484

==
LIFT SUMMARY —
1JULY 67 - 30 JUNE 68
—
SORTIES FLOWN: 535,724

PASSENGERS LIFTED: 708,473
. TONS OF CARGO LIFTED: 84,304

1968
BT UH-3a [ ] cH-46 [_] UH-IE [C] cH-s3

During the 15-day period of this oper-
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Crew, Passenger, and Aircraft Losses

Since 1 January 1966, 155 crew members have been
killed or listed as missing in Marine aircraft mishaps related
to the war in Vietnam. Further, 105 passengers (three in

- fixed wing airplanes and 102 in helicopters) have lost their
lives. June saw the loss of one helicopter crewman and two
passengers when a UH-1E of Marine Reconnaissance Squadron-
6, while taking evasive action from enémy ground fire five and
one-half miles southeast of the Khe Sanh combat base, crashed
into the side of a hill and burned. In addition, an A-4E pilot
of Marine Attack Squadron-121 ejected ’from his crippled air-
craft after receiving small arms fire during a close air support

" mission 32 miles northwest of Danang. Efforts to recover the

i pilot were unsuccessful due to the intensity of enemy fire in
the area. Finally, 11 Marines were killed when the helicopter
in which they were passengers, a CH-46 of Marine Medium
'Helicopter Squadron-165, crashed and burned after lift-off

. from a landing zone five miles southeast of the Khe Sanh com-

"bat base. The cause of the accident was attributed to enemy
small arms fire.

¥ ; There was a significant decrease in June in the num-
j ber of aircraft lost as a direct result of enemy action. Two
! fixed wing planes (compared to nine during May), both A-4's,
i were lost as a result of small arms fire. Six helicopters
51 (three CH-46's, two UH-1E's, and one UH-34) were lost, three
of them as a result of small arms fire (as opposed to 13 lost
in May). No aircraft were lost as a result of enemy rocket or
" mortar attacks against III MAF bases.

In all, 25 fixed wing aircraft and 71 helicopter; were
damaged by enemy fire during June. All of the fixed wing and
all but two of the helicopters received the damage while air-
borne. These figures also compare favorably to May, when 77 P

" fixed wing and 245 helicopters were damaged (63 of the fixed '
wing and 197 helicopters receiving damage from enemy fire
while airborne).
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