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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG, III MAF Itr 3K/jld 5750 Ser: 0010469 
dated 20 Jan 1969 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Commanding Geneial,-Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
Conunandant of the Marine Corps (C,?de A03D) 

Co:mllland Chronology (U) 

1. The subject chronology has been reviewed for completenes sand 
is forwarded herewith. 

• 0_ W. E. DEEDS 
0"'-- By direction 

Copy to: 
CG, III MAF 
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG, III MAF ltr 3K/jld 5750 Ser: 0010469
dated 20 Jan 1969

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)To:

Subj: Command Chronology (U)

1. The subject chronology has been reviewed for completeness and
is forwarded herewith.

GOD
W. E. DEEDS

By direction

Copy to:

CG, III MAF
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COMMANDING GENERAL 
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MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND. VIETNAM 

FPO. SAN FRANCISCO 96602 
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~ E ('Rt T"~~"J1} ill 0 4 6 9 
SEor_ (Unclassified upon rem.oval of enclosure (1» 

111ro:m.: 
To': 
Via: 

3ubj: 

Her: 

Enel: 

Oommanding General 
Co:m:mandant of the t'larine Corps (Code AO,3D) 
Commanding General, Fleet Marilla Force, Paoific 

Command Chronology eU) 

(a) MOO P5750.Ll 
(b) ~4FPacO 5750.8A 

(1) III I\[AF C ommru.'1d Chronology, Deoembet' 1968 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) 
is submitted herewith. 

~c... 
XAlUON C. DALBl 
By direction' 
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COMMANDING GENERAL
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UNCLASSIFIED 5750

2010469
SECRET

20 Jan 1969

(Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1))

Commanding GeneralFrom:
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)To:
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, PacificVia:

Subj: Command Chronology (U)

(a) MCO P5750. LARef:
(b) FMFPac0 5750.8A

Encl: (1) III MAF Command Chronology, December 1968

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1)
is submitted herewith.
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HEADQUARTERS
III Marine Amphibious Force

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
San Francisco, California 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1 December 1968 - 31 December 1968
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PART I 

ORGAlIIZlh+'1.Ql!~_.l?A.TA 

.Q.;Ol·jli4l.!Q~ 

III :Hs.l"ine Amphibious Force 

XXIV' a O1~p s 

Thi!'d Bari1l6 Division 

10113"1;; .Ur'borne Divisiorl 
(Jurmobile) 

First Harin6 Division 

First l'1arine Jdrcraft tying 

Lieutenant General Robert 
E. CUSHIYL.~· Jr. J 

U. S. Marine Corns 
1Jun67 - 31Da068-

DEPi}3r~_Q.01>~~ 

Iffajor General Rat;hvon l'1cC. 
TO:MP:KIli;fS, U. 8. I1ar:tne Corps 
26May68 - 20Dee68 

J.¥lajQ:t' General Carl A.. 
YOUlfGDALE, u. s. I"farina Corps 
21Dec68 - 3lDec68 

Lieutena.nt Gena!'al lUchard G. 
STILWELL, u. S. Army 
IJu168 - 31Dec68 

Ji.1ajor Gencral RaY'Lllond G. DAVIS, 
u. a.Marine Cor'ps 
2~lay68 - 31De068 

Major General Melvin ZAIS, 
U. $ ... 4.!!ml 
19Aug68 - 31De068 

Major General Carl A. 
mmHJDAI'R, TJ. S. 14:a1'ine Corps 
26Jun68 - 19De068 

Major General Ormond R. 
SIMPSON" u. 8. Marine COI'PS 
20Dac68 - 3lDec68 

)[ajor General Oharles J. 
QUILTE.l.1., U. S. 1'iarine Corps 
22Jun68 - 31Dec68 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER

Lieutenant General RobertIII Marine Amphibious Force
E. CUSHMAN Jr.,
U. S. Marine Corps
1Jun67 - 31Dec68

DEPUTY COMMANDER

Major General Rathvon McC.
TOMPKINS, U. S. Marine Corps
26May68 - 20Dec68

Major General Carl A.
YOUNGDALE, U. S. Marine Corps
21Dec68 - 31Dec68

SUBORDINATE UNITS

XXIV Corps Lieutenant General Richard G.
STILWELL, U. S. Army
1Jul68 - 31Dec68

Third Marine Division Major General Raymond G. DAVIS,
U. S. Marine Corps
22May68 - 31Dec68

101st Airborne Division Major General Melvin ZAIS,
(Airmobile) U. S. Army

19Aug68 - 31Dec68

First Marine Division Major General Carl A.
YOUNGDALE, U. S. Marine Corps
26Jun68 - 19Dec68

Major General Ormond R.
SIMPSON, U. S. Marine Corps
20Dec68 - 31Dec68

First Marine Aircraft Wing Major General Charles J.
QUILTER, U. S. Marine Corps
22Jun68 - 31Dec68
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• 
Americal Division 

Force Logistic Command 

Headquarters & Service Company 
III I"iarine Amphibious Force 
Headquarters Commandant 

Sub Unit #1, First Radio 
Battalion 

29th Civil AffaiI's Company 

7th Psychological Operations 
Battalion 

2. LOCA~H 

• 
Major General Charles M. 
GET'l:YS, U. S. Army 
2JMay68 - 31Deo68 

Brigadier General James A. 
F'.S.ELl!t~, U. S. Marine Oorps 
lDec68 - 31D6068 

Colonel William K. WHITE, 
U. S. Marine Corps 
~Oot68 - 31De068 

Lieutenant Colonel Patrick J. 
FENNELL, u. S. l<1:arine Corps 
170ct68 - 31Dec68 

Lieutenant Colonel RobeI't 
R. RAFFERTY, u. S. Army 
28Nov68 - 3lDec68 

Major Miohael FORTI1U, 
U. S. Army 
25Nov68 - 31Dec68 

1 ... 31 Deoember 1968, East Danang, Q.uang Ham Province, 
Republic of Vietnam. 

3. STAFF OFFIC}!t.§ 

Deputy Commanding General, Air 

Ohief' of Staff 

Deputy Chief of Staff 

Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans 

:3 

Major General Charles J. 
QUILTE.F/:, u. s. r~srine Corps 
22Jun68 - 31Dec68 

Major General Earl E. 
AN"DEIlSOlI, U. S. Marine Corps 
2lDec67 - 3lDec68 

GolOIH)l Michael MOSTELLER, 
U. S. 1'1arine Corps 
5Aug66 - 3lDec68 

Brigadier General Warren K. 
BEmmTT, U. S. Army 
5Sep68 - 3lDec68 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

Major General Charles M.Americal Division
GETTYS, U. S. Army
23May68 - 31Dec68

Brigadier General James A.Force Logistic Command
FEELEY, U. S. Marine Corps
1Dec68 - 31Dec68

Colonel William K. WHITE,Headquarters & Service Company
U. S. Marine CorpsIII Marine Amphibious Force
40ct68 - 31Dec68Headquarters Commandant

ATTACHED UNITS

Sub Unit #1, First Radio Lieutenant Colonel Patrick J.
FENNELL, U. S. Marine CorpsBattalion
170ct68 - 31Dec68

Lieutenant Colonel Robert29th Civil Affairs Company
R. RAFFERTY, U. S. Army
28Nov68 - 31Dec68

7th Psychological Operations Major Michael FORTINI,
U. S. ArmyBattalion
25Nov68 - 31Dec68

2. LOCATION

1-31 December 1968, East Danang, Quang Nam Province,
Republic of Vietnam.

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Deputy Commanding General, Air Major General Charles J.
QUILTER, U. S. Marine Corps
22Jun68 - 31Dec68

Chief of Staff Major General Earl E.
ANDERSON, U. S. Marine Corps
21Dec67 - 31Dec68

Deputy Chief of Staff Colonel Michael MOSTELLER,
U. S. Marine Corps
5Aug68 - 31Dec68

Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans Brigadier General Warren K.
BENNETT, U. S. Army
5Sep68 - 31Dec68

ENCLOSURE (1)
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DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-l 

Assistant Ohiei' of Statf, G-2 

Assistant Chief of Staff, 0--3 

Deputy G-3 

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5 

Assistant Chief of Staft, G-6 

Force Psychological Operations 
Officer 

Force Supply Officer 

Force Staff Judge .Advocate 

Force Engineer Officer 

Force Adju.tant 

• 
Colonel Maurice ROSE, 
U. S. Marine Corps 
12Ju168 - 31D6068 

Colonel Ray N. JOENS, 
U. S. :t.rarine Oorps 
29Jul68 - 3IDec68 

Brigadier General Carl W. 
HOFFtl-Wf, U. S. 1<'J:arine Corps 
l5Aug68 - 3lDec68 

Colonel Marion C. DALBY; 
u. a. ~1arine Oorps 
lOot68 - 3lDec68 

Colonel Lawrence C. NORTON, 
U.S. l1a.rine Corps 
4Ju168 - 31D8068 

Colonel Howard A. WESTPHALL, 
U. 8. Marine Corps 
lNov68 - 31Dec68 

Colonel Bill E. HORN&~, 
U. S. Marine Corps 
78ep68 - 3lDec68 

Colonel Harold CHASE, 
U.S. Marine Corps 
lAug68 - 3lDec68 

Colonel Alfred C. TAVE.S, 
U. S. Marine Corpa 
22~u168 - 31Decb8 

Colonel Paul W. SEABAUGH, 
U. S. I-farine COIT's 
5Aug68 - 31Dec68 

Colonel Kenneth R. BLAND, 
U •. 8. t4'arine Corps 
22May68 - 31Dec68 

Major James H. LYLES, 
U.S. Marine Corps 
8Aug68 - 31Dec68 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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Colonel Maurice ROSE,Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1
U. S. Marine Corps
12Ju168 - 31Dec68

Colonel Ray N. JOENS,Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2
U. S. Marine Corps
29Jul68 - 31Dec68

Brigadier General Carl W.Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3
HOFFMAN, U. S. Marine Corps
15Aug68 - 31Dec68

Colonel Marion C. DALBY,Deputy G-3
U. S. Marine Corps
10ct68 - 31Dec68

Colonel Lawrence C. NORTON,Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4
U. S. Marine Corps
4Jul68 - 31Dec68

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5 Colonel Howard A. WESTPHALL,
U. S. Marine Corps
1Nov68 - 31Dec68

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-6 Colonel Bill E. HORNER,
U. S. Marine Corps
7Sep68 - 31Dec68

Colonel Harold CHASE,Force Psychological Operations
U. S. Marine CorpsOfficer
1Aug68 - 31Dec68

Colonel Alfred C. TAVES,Force Supply Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
22Jul68 - 31Dec68

Colonel Paul W. SEABAUGH,Force Staff Judge Advocate
U. S. Marine Corps
5Aug68 - 31Dec68

Colonel Kenneth R. BLAND,Force Engineer Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
22May68 - 31Dec68

Major James H. LYLES,Force Adjutant
U. S. Marine Corps
8Aug68 - 31Dec68
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T • 
Assistal1t Chief' otStaff, 
Oomptroller 

Force Int'ormation Services 
Of1'icer 

Offioer in Charge, coe 

Force Food Servicea Officer 

Force Chaplain 

F01"'ce Surgeon 

Force Dental Officer 

I{lorce 11otor Transport Officer 

Force Ordnance Officer 

Protocol Officer 

Force Special Services Officer 

5 

• 
Lieutenant Colonel Daniel J. 
FORD, U. 8. Marine Corps 
25Ju168 - 3lDeo68 

Colonel Paul M. MORIARTY, 
U. 8. Marine Corps 
29Ju168 - 3lDeo68 

Lieutenant Colonel James H. 
MAOLEAN", U. 8. Marine Corps 
2l.Tu168 - 31Dee68 

Lieutenant Colonel Leslie P. 
DAY, U. 8. Marine Corps 
28Sep68 - 31Dec68 

Captain Robert W. RADCLIFFE, 
U. 5. Navy 
50et68 - 3lDeo68 

Ca.ptain J Ohll II. STOVER Jl~., 
U. 8. Navy 
12May68 - 3!Dec68 

Captain William L. DAt1.NELL Jr., 
U .. ~. Navy 
lJu168 - 3LDec68 

Major Joseph N. EGGLESTON, 
U. S. Marine Corps 
9Mar68 - 22Deo68 

Lieutenant Colonel Ken D. 
BARRESI. U .. B. Marine Corps 
23Dee6b - 3lDec68 

Colonel James LEON, 

~2S:p6~a:i3~D~~6§S 
Major Robert E. GIBSON, 
U. S. Marine Corps 
19Ju168 - 31Dec68 

Colonel Wi11i&111 BIEHL 11'., 
U.S. Ma.rine Oorps 
30A:ug68 - 31Dec63 

EtWLOiJOIl.E (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED
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Lieutenant Colonel Daniel J.Assistant Chief of Staff,
FORD, U. S. Marine CorpsComptroller
25Jul68 - 31Dec68

Colonel Paul M. MORIARTY,Force Information Services
U. S. Marine CorpsOfficer
29Jul68 - 31Dec68

Lieutenant Colonel James H.Officer in Charge, COC
MACLEAN, U. S. Marine Corps
21Jul68 - 31Dec68

Lieutenant Colonel Leslie P.Force Food Services Officer
DAY, U. S. Marine Corps
28Sep68 - 31Dec68

Captain Robert W. RADCLIFFE,Force Chaplain
U. S. Navy
50ct68 - 31Dec68

Captain John H. STOVER Jr.,Force Surgeon
U. S. Navy
12May68 - 31Dec68

Captain William L. DARNELL Jr.,Force Dental Officer
U. S. Navy
1Jul68 - 31Dec68

Major Joseph N. EGGLESTON,Force Motor Transport Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
9Mar68 - 22Dec68

Lieutenant Colonel Ken D.
BARNES, U. S. Marine Corps
23Dec68 - 31Dec68

Colonel James LEON,Force Ordnance Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
22Sep68 - 31Dec68

Major Robert E. GIBSON,Protocol Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
19Jul68 - 31Dec68

Colonel William BIEHL Jr.,Force Special Services Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
30Aug68 - 31Dec68
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SEeR ,...,.. .• I 
\ 
I 

Director, Transportation Oontrol 
Centel' 

Parce Inspector 

USHC LL!i.ison Officer' I 7thf'laF 

US;:'iG Li,9.ison Officer, ROKI,{G 

Staff Secretary 

• 
Lietl.tenant Colonel John F. 
GOULD, U. 3. 'Marine Corps 
lFeb68 - 31Deo68 

Colonel J'a.:tuea W. SHANK, 
u. s. MB.l~ine C01'PS 
1630p68 - 31Dec68 

Golonel Carl E. SCIDlID11
, 

U.S. Marine Corps 
228ep68 - ,3IDec65 

Colonel Carl E. SCID4IDT, 
u. S. l-1arine Corps 
22Sep68 ... 3lDec68 

Lieu.tenant Colonel Lewis J. 
BAC:HER J. U. 8. fitlarina G01"pS 
24Jun,6u - 31D6068 

l-1ajor Harold E. HAvncrNB, 
U. S.:i'iarine Oorps 
2Sep68 - 31D6068 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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Lieutenant Colonel John F.Director, Transportation Control
GOULD, U. S. Marine CorpsCenter
1Feb68 - 31Dec68

Colonel James W. SHANK,Force Inspector
U. S. Marine Corps
16Sep68 - 31Dec68

Colonel Carl E. SCHMIDT,USMC Liaison Officer, MACV
U. S. Marine Corps
22Sep68 - 31Dec68

USMC Liaison Officer, 7thAF Colonel Carl E. SCHMIDT,
U. S. Marine Corps
22Sep68 - 31Dec68

USMC Lisison Officer, ROKMC Lieutenant Colonel Lewis J.
BACHER U. S. Marine Corps
24Jun68 - 31Dec68

Major Harold E. HAWKINS,Staff Secretary
U.S. Marine Corps
2Sep68 - 31Dec68
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AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH4.

III Marine Amphibious Force Headquartersa.

Officers Enlisted

USMC USR USA USAF USMC USN USA USAF

H&S Co, RQ III MAP 13 2983 oO 7 00
HQ Staff, III MAY 12 26 4931210 139 2
30#1,137 RADEN 25 0 0 53350 oo
CAG's 38 1871 121o o o0 0
29th CA Co (att) 0 11 26o o O 0o
7th EsyCps Co (sup) 150 o 57o 0 o 0

III Marine Amphibious Forceb.

Officers Enlisted

USMC USN USA USAF USMC USN USA USAF
4958 71698 2880 54495452 5051 21 26

ENCLUSURE ( 1 )

SECRET
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UNCLASS11'!&11 

1. INTRODUCTION. 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART II 

NARRATIVE SUHMlRY 

s. GENERAL. During December 1966, III Marine Amphibious 
Foroe Headquarters wa. located in Ea.t Danaag, Republic of 
Vietnam. The average persoDnel strength wa. 139,581, an 
increase of 1~859 oyer the previous month. 

b. ACTIVITIIIS. III M.A.F continues to be guided by 
COMUSMAcV Letter of Instruction (LOI 3-66) dated ,30 Karch 
1966 in pursuit of it. objectives for Dece.ber 1968. 

2. OVERALL EVALl1~Oli. BD.eJl17 activity re_ined at an 
unusually low leve'£hrouah,out the aonth or December. III 
MAP' units throUShout. the teft e%])eriencM onl,. ",er,. light 
contact in the cour •• of their operation. a. the e~'. 
major units continued to a",oid contact with al11ed force •• 

Early in the month Karine and ARVN unit. completad 
Operation Meade River, a nineteen day operation ~eh had 
netted over a thou.and ene.y KIA a •• all a. 172 pri.oner •• 

During the month of December, III MAP units conducted 
a total of twelve major unit operations in the ICTZ. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

.CLOSURE (I) 

8 

----_ .... ---_. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECHET

UNCLASSIFIED PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. INTRODUCTION.

a. GENERAL. During December 1968, III Marine Amphibious
Force Headquarters was located in East Danang, Republic of
Vietnam. The average personnel strength was 139,581, an
increase of 1,,859 over the previous month.

b. ACTIVITIES. III MAF continues to be guided byCOMUSMACV Letter of Instruction (LOI 3-66) dated 30 March
1966 in pursuit of its objectives for December 1968.

2. OVERALL EVALUATION. Enemy activity remained at an
unusually low level throughout the month of December. III
MAF units throughout the ICTZ experienced only very light
contact in the course of their operations as the enemy's
major units continued to avoid contact with allied forces.

Early in the month Marine and ARVN units completed
Operation Meade River, a nineteen day operation which had
netted over a thousand enemy KIA as well as 172 prisoners.

During the month of December, III MAF units conducted
a total of twelve major unit operations in the ICTZ.

UNCLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART III (S) 

SE9lJENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT i:VENTS. DECBMBER 1968 

1. SUMMARY OF OP~IONS. (Th. tol1owing three operations 
had moderate to s gD tlcant contact). 

a. o,eration MBADB RIVER. The 1st Marine Division (1st 
Marines(- (Rein» conttDuea olear and aearch operationa in 
Quang Ham Province with aigniricant contact tor the period 
1-9 December 1968. At Ol0900H Ll3/5 ~le on a .... p r.ceived 
small arlU and automatic weapona tire trom an uknown DUllber 
or enemy in prepar.d p08itions. L/3/5 r.turn.d ~ire, called 
artillery and air strikes. Results ot contaot .ere 1 USMC 
KIA, 28 USMC WIA., and 7 IVA KIA. At 021700B ~/2/5 while on 
a sweep received ... 11 arma and B-q.O rocket tire .t1"0l1l an 
estimated 20 enellQ'. P/2/5 r.turned tir. aDd v •• support.d 
bY' artillerY'. Reault. o~ contact were 5 U8JI: VI& Uld 7 BYA 
KIA. At 05120QH 1/3/26 and K/3/26 aaaaulted tortiti.d poaitions 
atter two daY's ot int.nsive air andartiller~ pr.paration. 
Results or contacts w.re 58 NYA ltU. .At 070630B .&./1/7 
engaged an unknown nuaber ot .n..,. 1./1/7 tired ... 11 aras 
and automatic veapona and vere aupported by artillery, 8lmm< 
mortar., and air a trikes _ The eneDlJ' broke contact and ~led. 
Results or contact were 8 USMC KIA, 17 USMC WIA, and 22 BVA 
KIA. At o8160oH B/2/S r.ceived heav,. _11 ar.. tir. trOlil 
an enemy bunker cOlllPlex_ 8./2/5 returned. tire .. 4 oalled air 
strikes. Results or contact vere 5 lJI1lC KIA, 14 usxc· VIA, ~ 
39 NVA KIA, and 1 PW/BVA. At the s ... ti .. that B/215 va. 
in action, Ll3/26 received h.av7 ... 11 &rJU. tire and auto-
matic weapons tire trom an eatillat.d 25 IVA. Ll3/26 returned 
tire and was supported by artillery_ Jriendly~ oa.ualtiea 
were 5 USMC KIA, 11 USMC WIA., and lS IVA XIA. Operation 
MEADE RIVER terminated at 09l800B Deo •• ber 1968. 

b. Operation SCOTit!D II. The)rd Marine Division 
(Task Force Hotel) oQn~ued olear and searca .perations in 
Quang Tri Province <with mod.rat. contaotf'or the p.riod 
1-31 December 1968. At ll17l5H F/2Iq. eqaied aD eatl_ted' 
30 NVA occupying a w.ll tortitied poaition. ·fiW eD8m;J was 
armed with 12.7mm Dl&ohine guns, autoatic .eapOlls, and. 
mortars. F/214 returned tire, supported b7 artiller7 aDd 
air strikes, and maneuvered to attaok. Re.ult. ot oontact 
were 12 USMC KIA., 30 USMC lfU., and 7 :IVA ltU..- .I.t 29123~ 
C/l/4 found a BVA field hoapital contail11.ng <yariOi1a .. dical 
supplies including ten 5cc bottle. ot opiua. 

IlICLASSIFIEn 
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PART III (s)

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, DECEMBER 1968

1. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS. (The following three operations
had moderate to significant contact).

a. Operation MEADE RIVER. The 1st Marine Division (1st
Marines (-) (Rein) continued olear and search operations in
Quang Nam Province with significant contact for the period
1-9 December 1968. At 010900H L/3/5 while on a sweep received
small arms and automatic weapons fire from an unknown number
of enemy in prepared positions. L/3/5 returned fire, called
artillery and air strikes. Results of contact were 1 USMC
KIA, 28 USMC WIA, and 7 NVA KIA. At 021700H F/2/5 while on
a sweep received small arms and B-40 rocket fire from an
estimated 20 enemy. F/2/5 returned fire and was supported
by artillery. Results of contact were 5 USMC WIA and 7 NVA
KIA. At 051200H I/3/26 and K/3/26 assaulted fortified positions
after two days of intensive air and artillery preparation.
Results of contacts were 58 NVA KIA. At 070830H 4/1/7
engaged an unknown number of enemy. A/1/7 fired small arms
and automatic weapons and were supported by artillery, 81mm
mortars, and air strikes. The enemy broke contact and fled.
Results of contact were 8 USMC KIA, 17 USMC WIA, and 22 NVA
KIA. At 081600H H/2/5 received heavy small arms fire from
an enemy bunker complex. H/2/5 returned fire and called air
strikes. Results of contact were 5 USMC KIA, 14 USMC WIA,
39 NVA KIA, and 1 PW/NVA. At the same time that H/2/5 was
in action, L/3/26 received heavy small arms fire and auto-
matic weapons fire from an estimated 25 NVA. L/3/26 returned
fire and was supported by artillery. Friendly casualties
were 5 USMC KIA, 11 USMC WIA, and 15 NVA KIA. Operation
MEADE RIVER terminated at 091800H December 1968.

b. Operation SCOTLAND II. The 3rd Marine Division
(Task Force Hotel) continued clear and search operations in
Quang Tri Province with moderate contact for the period
1-31 December 1968. At 111715H F/2/4 engaged an estimated
30 NVA occupying a well fortified position. The enemy was
armed with 12.7mm machine guns, automatic weapons, and
mortars. F/2/4 returned fire, supported by artillery and
air strikes, and maneuvered to attack. Results of contact
were 12 USMC KIA, 30 USMC WIA, and 7 NVA KIA. At 291230H
C/1/4 found a NVA field hospital containing various medical
supplies including ten 5cc bottles of opium.
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c. Operation TAYLOR-OOMMON. The 1st Marine Division 

commence~clear and search operations in Quang Bam Province 
at 07000lH with moderate contact for the period 7-31 
December 1968. At 071348a O/l/5 found a cache contal. Ding 
50-10 tons of rice and 2 million piastera. At 111130B 1st 
RacoD Platoon directed ail' strike. onto 20 eneM7 in the open 
accounting for l5 NVA KIA. At 13183l.B 0/1/5 received ... ll 
arms 1"ire :trom an unknown number 01" eneM7. 0/115 returlltld 
tire killing 16 VC. Friend1y 10ase. vere 7 USJiIO KIA, and 
5 USMC VIA. At 151720B 1/3/5 round 25 IVA xu. Between 
191430H and 191645H artillery directed b7 1st Recon patro1s 
accounted 1'01' 20 va KIA. There were no rrien417 casualtie •• 

d. The tollowing nine operations did not have an7 
signiricant contact during the period indicated: 

OPERATION 

HBND:mSON HILL 
NAPOLBON-SALINE 
KEtl'rUcn 
DAWSON RIVER 

NEVADA EAGLE 
VERNON LlKE II 
IWmIN P.ALUS 
MARSHATJ. IIOWTAIN 
PAYETTE CANYON 

PROVINCE 

QUANG N.AH 
QUAlfG TRI 
QUANG TRI 
QU.AliG ':Ill and 
'fHOA fiI. 
THUA TBIBN 
QUAlfG NGAI 
QUANG BAH 
QUAHG MI 
QUANG IT.AH 

PERIOD 

1-6 Deo.aber 1968 
1-9 Deoeaber 1968 
1-31 Deo.-ber 1968 
1-31 Deo.aber 1968 

1-31 Deceab.r 1968 
1-31 Deo.ab.r 1968 
2-31 »eo .. ber 1968 
10-31 Dec .... r 1968 
15-31 D.ce~.r 1968 

2. CASU.A.LTIlI8 IKFLICTED ON THE ElEMY. Se e page 24. 
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C. Operation TAYLOR-COMMON. The 1st Marine Division
commenced clear and search operations in Quang Nam Province
at 070001H with moderate contact for the period 7-31
December 1968. At 071348H C/1/5 found a cache contai ning
50-70 tons of rice and 2 million piasters. At 111130H 1st
Recon Platoon directed air strikes onto 20 enemy in the open
accounting for 15 NVA KIA. At 131831H C/1/5 received small
arms fire from an unknown number of enemy. C/1/5 returned
fire killing 16 VC. Friendly losses were 7 USMC KIA, and
5 USMC WIA. At 151720H I/3/5 found 25 NVA KIA. Between
191430H and 191645H artillery directed by 1st Recon patrols
accounted for 20 VC KIA. There were no friendly casualties.

d. The following nine operations did not have any
significant contact during the period indicated:

OPERATION PROVINCE PERIOD

HENDERSON HILL 1-6 December 1968QUANG NAM
NAPOLEON-SALINE 1-9 December 1968QUANG TRI
KENTUCKY 1-31 December 1968QUANG TRI
DAWSON RIVER 1-31 December 1968QUANG TRI and

THUA THIEN
NEVADA EAGLE 1-31 December 1968THUA THIEN
VERNON LAKE II QUANG NGAI 1-31 December 1968
HARDIN FALLS 2-31 December 1968QUANG NAM
MARSHALL MOUNTAIN 10-31 December 1968QUANG TRI
FAYETTE CANYON 15-31 December 1968QUANG NAM

2. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY. See page 24.
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3. FRIENDLY CASUAl,TIBS SUSTAINED 

a. III MAF Casualties: 

(0 Battle 

KIA - nA ~ 

USMC USN USA USMC USN tSA USMC USN USA USMC USN USA 
165 12 42 1099 48 350 12 1 lS o 0 54 

(2) Non-Battle 

DEATHS INJ/ILL 

USMC USN USA USMC USN USA 
27 0 13 125 0 143 

b. Number of Courts-Martial tried: 

Summary 114 

Special 113 

General 13 

c. Short tons of Mail sent and received by III MAP: 

Sent: 399 Received: 1197 
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3. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

III MAF Casualties:a.

(1) Battle

MIADOWWIAKIA

USAUSNUSMCUSAUSNUSMCUSAUSNUSMCUSAUSNUSMC
54oo151123504810994212165

(2) Non-Battle

INJ/ILLDEATHS

USAUSNUSMCUSAUSNUSMC
143o12513o27

b. Number of Courts-Martial tried:

Summary 114

Special 113

13General

Short tons of Mail sent and received by III MAF:c.

Received: 1197Sent: 399
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a. Special Services Activities 

(1) Freedom Hill RecreAtion 0gmp1@ 

--
(8) LIRiUlij) On 2S December )IOB.1! collmlenced. work on in­

sh.11ing central air condition~ It should. be completed by,' the 5th ot 
J';snuar.V' 1969. 

(b) THEAT~nl The theater was opentionsl 25 day$ in 
Deceillber.. Tot2J., e:ttendance was 29,733-

(0) ~i~IQMt The Gtmardum vas operationel 30 dqs 
in December .. 

Cd) ~WQR u.on:l'!rmst No change from last report. 

(e) WW1rING cmDt. The bowling center was oper:e.t,ional 24 
dev;;; 1n DeceJlfuer.. Tot8:l attendance ;re,/3 approximately 3,260. 'fhe Pm 
Pacif:i.c Oomper'Y gave the Bowling Center a thoreugh check end fwd mat 
of the lanes. 

(r) CQNSTRUCTIOli CQ1-m'LEj], The !mph Theater stage was 
painted and the stage deck vas sanded and refinished. 

(g) MAJOR OONSl'gqr:gnl PUDINGs Work is due to .start soon 
on the roof over the Beer Garden.. Also, the Baseball Batting Cage tllll 
be started in J«l.uary. Sendbagging of erosion area on Freedom Hm ha.s 
temporarily been halted because there are no vehicles available to haW. 
smldbags. 

~l W9i AalDJ:JJfb Evangelist Bllly Graham spoke a.t the 
Amphi theater on the ;G3rd of Deoember. There were approximately 11,000 
present. On the 24th of December Bob Hope presented hia mmue.Il. Chrlstms 
Show hare. There were e:pproximately 16,000 men present. The following 
day Archibili!hop Terenoe J. Oooke, Milit6l'1 Viear or the Armed Forces, and 
.Archbishop of New York, said mss with approximatel,. 500 participating. 

(2) ~ AgttI1tles 

(a) Ot 6784 sea.t~ allocated to In MAlI', 5854 were tilled for 
86. 3% utilization. or 6368 seats allooated to III MAr (Inoluding Navel. 
Forces in I Corps), 7336 were filled for W'I.6% utUization. Total 
allocations for Danang B&R Center consisted of 13,483 seats of which 
12,158 vere filled for Q utilization percentage of 90.2%. 
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40. Personnel.

a. Special Services Activities

(1) Freedom Hill Recreation Complex

(a) LIBRARY: On 28 December MCB-1 commenced work on in-
stalling central air conditioning. It should be completed by: the 5th of
January 1969.

(b) THEATER: The theater was operational 25 days in
December. Total attendance was 29,733.

(c) GYMNASIUM+ The Gymasium was operational 30 days
in December.

(d) OUT DOOR FACILITIES: No change from last report.

(e) BOWLING CENTER: The bowling center was operational 24
days in December. Total attendance was approximately 3,260. The Pan
Pacific Company gave the Bowling Center & thorough check and fixed most
of the lanes.

(f) CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED: The Amph Theater stage was
painted and the stage deck was sanded and refinished.

(g) MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PENDING: Work is due to start soon
on the roof over the Beer Garden. Also, the Baseball Batting Cage will
be started in January. Sandbagging of erosion area on Freedom Hill has

temporarily been halted because there are no vehicles available to haul

sendbags.

(h) MAJOR ACTIVITIES: Evangelist Billy Graham spoke at the
Amphi theater on the 23rd of December. There were approximately 1,000
present. On the 24th of December Bob Hope presented his annual Christmas
Show here. There were approximately 16,000 men present. The following
day Archibishop Terence J. Cooke, Military Vicar of the Armed Forces, and
Archbishop of New York, said mass with approximately 500 participating.

(2) R&R Activities

(a) Of 6784 seats allocated to III MAF, 5854 were filled for
86. 3% utilization. Of 8368 seats allocated to III MAF (Including Navel
Forces in I Corps), 7336 were filled for 87.6% utilization. Total
allocations for Danang R&R Center consisted of 13,483 seats of which
12,158 were filled for a utilization percentage of 90.2%.

Enclosure (1)

SECRET12

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-
SIT; III Va: 1; QOnrs ~ 

BAliGKOK 1a 89t 2179 
HOlm KOnG 1023 680 1703 
TAIE'EI &13 114 1Qa7; 
TOKIO 410 175 585 
¥.ANJ:LA 20S 97 305 
SINGAPORE 170 1~' 311 
SImEI 1305~ 994 2;$9 
HAWAII 158?(' 1160 Zl41 
OKIN/LWA 221i 14 235 
KUALA LUMPUR 191' 85 Z/6 
PENlING 2M>' l6S.. Ami, 
TOTALs 7336 4822 11215& 

(0) irQpuntry B&I (ChinA BeMlll.. Quata,B allocated weft; 
utUized by' 1:,119 personnel. This does not include daily use~ Da.Uy 
use" for the month ot l[!\il<G...mer to,taled 6,100. 

(3) iDttrt'jnweDi 

(4) 

C&le Iu,IboJ.'Ough 
Bob Hope 
Jo~ GrSDt 

17 .... 20 Dec 
24 Dec 

24-25 Dec 

MNlS Activities ',m st~ fa I QpGIl 

(a) P..essa.gss sent 13,146 

(\b) Messages received 7,8011 

(0) Phone patches sent 8,1i!.3 

(:\1) Phone patches received ZlO 

(e) Hospital c:alls 676 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(b) R&R Program/Out-of-Country. The following are the
December statistics for III MAF and I Corps R&R usage for each out-of-

country site:

TOTALI CORPSIII MAFSITE

21798911288BANGKOK
680 1703HONG KONG 1023

1087693 394TATPEI
585175TOKYO 410
30597MANILA 208

167 337SINGAPORE 170
2299994SYDNEY 1305.

1160 27471587HAWAII
14 235221OKINAWA

27685191KUALA LUMPUR
165 4015PENANG 240

1215848227336TOTAL:

(c) In-Country R&R (China Beach). Quotas allocated were
utilized by 1,119 personnel. This does not include daily users. Daily
users for the month of December totaled 6,100.

(3) Entertainment

Handshake TourCale Yardborough 17-20 Dec
Variety Show24 DecBob Hope
Handshake Tour24-25 DecJohnny Grant

(4) MARS Activities (18 stations in I Corns)

(a) Messages sent 13,146

(b) Messages received 7,801

(c) Phone patches sent 8,173

(d) Phone patches received 270

(e) Hospital calls 676

SECRET
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• 
(5) Tapq!.A~~1J9 

(a) 11,941 prereoorded musical tapes were produced dUl'1ng 
this period. 

period. 
(b) 8,509 prerecorded musical tapes were sold during this 

(6)~ 

(a) 80 films were pu·t; into the circuit in I Corps area. 

(b) 180 films were repaired by this facility_ 

(7) Si(g§ &Jitrlpes Distributign.JJ1I_C.:Q.tps 

(a.) 'YJ ,499 Stars & Stripes papers were distributed in the 
I Corps area on a dai~ basis. 
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(5) Tape Facility

(a) 11,941 prerecorded musical tapes were produced during
this period.

(b) 8,509 prerecorded musical tapes were sold during this
period.

(6) Film Library

(a) 80 films were put into the circuit in I Corps area.

(b) 180 films were repaired by this facility.

(7) Stars & Stripes Distribution in I Corps

(a) 39,499 Stars & Stripes papers were distributed in the
I Corps area on a daily basis.
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b. Force Chaplain. 

1 December. Force Chaplain visited Tan An Tin tanh (Protest­
ant Evangelical Church of Vietnam) in company with Mr. Tom 
STEBBINS and Rev. Le Cao Quay to survey need for assistance 
in out-patient clinic building project. Visited China Beach 
Orphanage. 

4 December. I Corps Supervisory Chaplain's Conference was 
held in Commanding General's briefing room. 22 Supervisory 
Chaplains were in attendance at the meeting at which religious 
programming and VIP visitations were discussed and Colonel 
Harold CHASE, USMC addressed the group on the implications of 
Psychological Operations. The Navy Chaplain Corps Anniversary 
was celebrated with a dinner at China Beach "0" Club. Eighty 
two Army, Air Force and Navy Chaplains attended. The Force 
Chaplain was the speaker. 

i December. The Force Chaplain visited 1/5, 1st Marine Division 
o particIpate in a Memorial Service. 

~11 December. Force Chaplain visited NAVFORV Chaplain and 
dv Chaplain in Saigon and attended the MlCV Supervisory 

Chaplains Conterence at Bien Roa. 

12 December. As Program Sponsor, Force Chaplain planned III 
MAF EducatIonal Program scholarship award ceremony with Father 
Bernard HUONG, Chairman of the Scholarship Committee. Force 
Chaplain entertained delegation from the 5th ARVN Regiment 
to plan children's Christmas program. 

l~ December. Force Chaplain met with Danang area Supervisory 
C aplains to divide responsibilities relating to Christmas 
visits of the Navy Chief ot Chaplains, Dr. Billy Graham and 
Archbishop Terence Cooke, Catholic Military Vicar for the 
Armed Forces. 

l~December. The Force Chaplain was visited by the Force 
C plaIn, FMFPac and discussed chaplain distribution and 
religious coverage problems. Jewish Chanukah Services were 
held at III MAP Chapel by Chaplain, Captain, Morton SINGER, USA. 

16 December. Force Chaplain visited Tin tanh (Protestant Church) 
Orphanage and Catholic Orphanage in Hoi An to distribute 
Christmas gifts to orphans and to discuss a school building 
plan for the first mentioned orphanage. Force Chaplain 
visited CDR Chu Ke MYung, the ROK Marine Chaplain to discuss 
our support requirement ot their consumable religious supplies. 

17 December. Force Chaplain met with Area Supervisory Chaplains 
to fInalIze plans relative to Christmas services scheduled at 
Freedom Hill Amphitheater incident to the visits of Dr. Billy 

ENCLOSURE ( I) 

15 SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

b. Force Chaplain.

1 December. Force Chaplain visited Tan An Tin Lanh (Protest-
ant Evangelical Church of Vietnam) in company with Mr. Tom
STEBBINS and Rev. Le Cao Quay to survey need for assistance
in out-patient clinic building project. Visited China Beach
Orphanage.

4 December. I Corps Supervisory Chaplain's Conference was
held in Commanding General's briefing room. 22 Supervisory
Chaplains were in attendance at the meeting at which religious
programming and VIP visitations were discussed and Colonel
Harold CHASE, USMC addressed the group on the implications of
Psychological Operations. The Navy Chaplain Corps Anniversary
was celebrated with a dinner at China Beach "0" Club. Eighty
two Army, Air Force and Navy Chaplains attended. The Force
Chaplain was the speaker.

5 December. The Force Chaplain visited 1/5, 1st Marine Division
to participate in a Memorial Service.

9-11 December. Force Chaplain visited NAVFORV Chaplain and
MACV Chaplain in Saigon and attended the MACV Supervisory
Chaplains Conference at Bien Hoa.

12 December. As Program Sponsor, Force Chaplain planned III
MAF Educational Program scholarship award ceremony with Father
Bernard HUONG, Chairman of the Scholarship Committee. Force
Chaplain entertained delegation from the 5th ARVN Regiment
to plan children's Christmas program.

14 December. Force Chaplain met with Danang area Supervisory
Chaplains to divide responsibilities relating to Christmas
visits of the Navy Chief of Chaplains, Dr. Billy Graham and
Archbishop Terence Cooke, Catholic Military Vicar for the
Armed Forces.

15 December. The Force Chaplain was visited by the Force
Chaplain, FMFPac and discussed chaplain distribution and
religious coverage problems. Jewish Chanukah Services were
held at III MAF Chapel by Chaplain, Captain, Morton SINGER, USA.

16 December. Force Chaplain visited Tin Lanh (Protestant Church)
Orphanage and Catholic Orphanage in Hoi An to distribute
Christmas gifts to orphans and to discuss a school building
plan for the first mentioned orphanage. Force Chaplain
visited CDR Chu Ke Myung, the ROK Marine Chaplain to discuss
our support requirement of their consumable religious supplies.

17 December. Force Chaplain met with Area Supervisory Chaplains
to finalize plans relative to Christmas services scheduled at
Freedom Hill Amphitheater incident to the visits of Dr. Billy
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Graham and Archbishop Terence Cooke. Visited Division Chaplain, 

1st Marine Division. Chaplain, Captain, Morton SINGER, USA 

attached to XXIV Corps, but responsible for the entire Jewish 

program in I Corps, was killed in an Aircraft accident at Chu Lai. 

l~December. Force Chaplain attended Memorial Service for 
d plaIn SINGER at XXIV Corps Headquarters in Phu Bai. Force 

Chaplain entertained Lt. Pharo Hong DOAN of National Police 

Headquarters and arranged for a supply of 130 gifts for their 

children'S Christmas party. 

20 December. Force Chaplain attended Hai Chau Tin Lanh School 

chrIstmas party and delivered 3$0 gifts for same. Force Chaplain 

visited the Venerable Thiok Nhu Buu, the Senior Buddhist Chaplain 

of I Corps and discussed a school enlargement project at the 

Tan Lap Buddhist School. 

21 December. Force Chaplain delivered eleven boxes of 
childrens clothing to the Duytan Hospital. 

22 December. As escort officer for the visit of the Navy 
Chief of chaplains, Force Chaplain met his visitor at Chu Lai. 

With the Chief of Chaplains, he participated in the dedication 

of the new chapel at MCB-74 and attended a conference of 

ChaplainS from the Chu Lai area. Force Chaplain held Memorial 

Service for Chaplain SINGER at III MAP Chapel and then, as 

Program Sponsor, participated in the III MAF Educational 

Program Scholarship Award ceremony at the American/Vietnamese 

Cultural Center. 

2~ December. As escort officer, Force Chaplain accompanied 

C let ot Chaplains to NSA Danang where he paid a courtesy call 

on COMHSA Danang and met with NSA and MeB Chaplains. Force 

Chaplain picked up responsibility as escort officer for Dr. 

Billy Graham and company. The Billy Graham service was held 

at Freedom Hill with a large attendance. The Force Chaplains, 

other area chaplains and the III MAF Protestant chapel choir 

participated in the service. In the evening, the Force Chaplain 

hosted a dinner at the China Beach "0" Club for Dr. Billy Graham 

and party and the Navy Chief of Chaplains. Sixty nine area 

chaplains attended. Lieutenant General R. E. CUSHMAN, USMC, 

Dr. Graham, and the Chief of Chaplains addressed the group. 

~ December. The Force Chaplain accompanied the Navy Chief 

o chaplaIns on his visit to meet with Phu Bai area Navy 

Chaplains and then to the 3rd Marine Division where he partici­

pated in a Division Chaplains Conference and the dedication of 

new chapels at the 3rd Medical Battalion and MeB-ll. Christmas 

Eve (Protestant) Candlelight services and a Midnight Mass were 

conducted in the III MAF Chapel. 
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Graham and Archbishop Terence Cooke. Visited Division Chaplain,

1st Marine Division. Chaplain, Captain, Morton SINGER, USA

attached to XXIV Corps, but responsible for the entire Jewish

program in I Corps, was killed in an Aircraft accident at Chu Lai.

19 December. Force Chaplain attended Memorial Service for

Chaplain SINGER at XXIV Corps Headquarters in Phu Bai. Force

Chaplain entertained Lt. Pham Hong DOAN of National Police

Headquarters and arranged for a supply of 130 gifts for their

children's Christmas party.

20 December. Force Chaplain attended Hai Chau Tin Lanh School

Christmas party and delivered 350 gifts for same. Force Chaplain

visited the Venerable Thick Nhu Buu, the Senior Buddhist Chaplain

of I Corps and discussed a school enlargement project at the

Tan Lap Buddhist School.

21 December. Force Chaplain delivered eleven boxes of

childrens clothing to the Duytan Hospital.

22 December. As escort officer for the visit of the Navy

Chief of Chaplains, Force Chaplain met his visitor at Chu Lai.

With the Chief of Chaplains, he participated in the dedication

of the new chapel at MCB-74 and attended a conference of

Chaplains from the Chu Lai area. Force Chaplain held Memorial

Service for Chaplain SINGER at III MAF Chapel and then, as

Program Sponsor, participated in the III MAF Educational

Program Scholarship Award ceremony at the American/Vietnamese
Cultural Center.

23 December. As escort officer, Force Chaplain accompanied

Chief of Chaplains to NSA Danang where he paid a courtesy call

on COMNSA Danang and met with NSA and MCB Chaplains. Force

Chaplain picked up responsibility as escort officer for Dr.

Billy Graham and company. The Billy Graham service was held

at Freedom Hill with a large attendance. The Force Chaplains,

other area chaplains and the III MAF Protestant chapel choir

participated in the service. In the evening, the Force Chaplain

hosted a dinner at the China Beach "0" Club for Dr. Billy Graham

and party and the Navy Chief of Chaplains. Sixty nine area

chaplains attended. Lieutenant General R. E. CUSHMAN, USMC,

Dr. Graham, and the Chief of Chaplains addressed the group.

24 December. The Force Chaplain accompanied the Navy Chief

of Chaplains on his visit to meet with Phu Bai area Navy

Chaplains and then to the 3rd Marine Division where he partici-

pated in a Division Chaplains Conference and the dedication of

new chapels at the 3rd Medical Battalion and MCB-11. Christmas

Eve (Protestant) Candlelight services and a Midnight Mass were

conducted in the III MAF Chapel.
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2 December. Protestant, Episcopal and Catholic Christmas 

eerv ces masses were conducted in the III MAP Chapel. 

26 December. Archbisbop Terence Cooke, Archbishop of New 

York and Military Vicar for the Armed Forces was the guest of 

III MlF and celebrated mass at the Freedom Hill Amphitheate~. 

Force Chaplain attended a luncheon hosted by CG, 1st MlW tor 

the Archbishop. 

27 December. Force Chaplain visited Force Logistic Command 

to dIscuss chaplain distribution problems and the forthcoming 

dedication service of the Roa Khanh Children's Hospital. 

29 December. Force Chaplain visited 1st Marine Division 

to dIscuss introduction ot Jewish services there to be conducted 

by laymen. 

31 December. Force Chaplain said "goodbye" to 1968. 

17 
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25 December. Protestant, Episcopal and Catholic Christmas

services/masses were conducted in the III MAF Chapel.

26 December. Archbishop Terence Cooke, Archbishop of New

York and Military Vicar for the Armed Forces was the guest of

III MAF and celebrated mass at the Freedom Hill Amphitheater.

Force Chaplain attended a luncheon hosted by CG, 1st MAW for

the Archbishop.

27 December. Force Chaplain visited Force Logistic Command

to discuss chaplain distribution problems and the forthcoming

dedication service of the Hoa Khanh Children's Hospital.

29 December. Force Chaplain visited 1st Marine Division

to discuss introduction of Jewish services there to be conducted

by laymen.

31 December. Force Chaplain said "goodbye" to 1968.
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5. Intelligence 

a. General Enemy Situation. Enemy initiated activity was at an un­
precedented low level in all five provinces of the I Corps Tactical 20ne 
during the month of December. Ener.:w local force and guerrilla units con­
tinued to maintain a limited degre~ of pressure on friendly tactical units 
by resorting to local harassments; however, n~st major enemy tactic~l units 
relained withdrawn and out of contdct. 

Although the ene~"s basic tactical posture reQained unchanged during 
the month, one notewrthy exception was the relocation of the 1st VC 1-Jain 
Force Regiment, 2nd NVA Division, from ~UANG TIN to southeastern ~U&\G NA}l 
Province. This movement represented an increased threat against vital areas 
and key installations in the eastern part of the latter province. 

Throughout the month a broad base of low level intelligence reports 
were received relating to an enemy II\hnter-Spring" offensive. These reports 
indicated that the enemy intended to comrfience another major offensive by 
conducting large-scale ground and sapper attacks in conjunction with wide­
spread attacks by fire throughout I Corps Tactical ZOne. ~ end-December 
however, these atta.cks had failed to JtIa.teria].ize and 11: ... ~~ ....... ' ...... 1:lld; 'tne 
eneJqy had postponed his so-called "Winter-Spring" offensive until late 
January or "TET" in mid-FebI"U4lry. This failure may have been possibly a.­
scribed to the en~'s desires exceeding his capabilities. It may also be 
explained by the continued aggressive nature of the wide-ranging cordon and 
search, sweep, and recoWlaissance-in-force operations conducted by Fi'J}!AF'S 
in all five provinces. 

Ground combat dropped to an extremely low level in QUANG TRI ~ro-
vince during the r • .onth of December. }lost major enemy tactical units refused. 
engagement. concentrating their efforts instead on reluaining withdrawn in 
areas safe from F,V}!.AF maneuver and fire-power. One excej)tion was an 11 
December contact by elements of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Harines, with an en­
ell¥ unit subsequently identified by a PI' as the K-3 Battalion, :.!7th NVA 
RegiDent. Th.is engagement took place northeast of the ROCKPILE near the 
southern bOWldary of the DHZ in the nonual operating area of this ene1l\Y 
force. Elsewhere within the province hO'never, fri(mdly forct!s encowltcred 
little serious opposition on the groWld, ,is enelqy (::fforts were limited 
largely to scattered harassing att ... cks by fire, m,x.t of whh:h were of low 
intensity and LUnor in ni.l.ture, and additional atter'Ipts to interdict the vit­
al CUA VIET Riv~r. The I.,oSC significant att.ack by fire WetS a IS-rowid 
bart"age of 140mm rocket fire directed ,-,gaillst Vand,:grift Combat Base on 23 
December which resulted in light friendly casualties. No incoming artillery 
fire was recorded in ~UANG TRI Proyince during the I . .onth, and only one niinor 
mortar attack was reported to have em.o.nated from within the m.2. That attack 
oc~urred on 19 December and marked the first such incident since 28 Nov~mb.:!r. 
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5. Intelligence

General Enemy Situation. Enemy initiated activity was at an un-a.
precedented low level in all five provinces of the I Corps Tactical Zone
during the month of December. Enemy local force and guerrilla units con-
tinued to maintain a limited degree of pressure on friendly tactical units
by resorting to local harassments; however, most major enemy tactical units
remained withdrawn and out of contact.

Although the enemy's basic tactical posture remained unchanged during
the month, one noteworthy exception was the relocation of the 1st VC Main
Force Regiment, 2nd NVA Division, from QUANG TIN to southeastern QUANC NAM
Province. This movement represented an increased threat against vital areas
and key installations in the eastern part of the latter province.

Throughout the month a broad base of low level intelligence reports
were received relating to an enemy "Winter-Spring" offensive. These reports
indicated that the enemy intended to commence another major offensive by
conducting large-scale ground and sapper attacks in conjunction with wide-

spread attacks by fire throughout I Corps Tactical Zone. By end-December

however, these attacks had failed to materialize and it appeared that the
enemy had postponed his so-called "Winter-Spring" offensive until late
January or "TET" in mid-February. This failure may have been possibly a-
scribed to the enemy's desires exceeding his capabilities. It may also be
explained by the continued aggressive nature of the wide-ranging cordon and

search, sweep, and reconnaissance-in-force operations conducted by FWMAF'S
in all five provinces.

Ground combat dropped to an extremely low level in QUANG TRI Pro-
vince during the month of December. Most major enemy tactical units refused
engagement, concentrating their efforts instead on remaining withdrawn in
areas safe from FWMAF maneuver and fire-power. One exception was an 11
December contact by elements of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, with an en-

eny unit subsequently identified by a PW as the K-3 Battalion, 27th NVA
Regiment. This engagement took place northeast of the ROCKPILE near the
southern boundary of the DMZ in the normal operating area of this enemy
force. Elsewhere within the province however, friendly forces encountered
little serious opposition on the ground, as enemy efforts were limited
largely to scattered harassing attacks by fire, most of which were of low
intensity and minor in nature, and additional attempts to interdict the vit-
al CUA VIET River. The most significant attack by fire was a 15-round
barrage of 140mm rocket fire directed against Vandegrift Combat Base on 23
December which resulted in light friendly casualties. No incoming artillery
fire was recorded in QUANG TRI Province during the month, and only one minor
mortar attack was reported to have emanated from within the DMZ. That attack
occurred on 19 December and marked the first such incident since 28 November.
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Despite the 1 Kovember halt "f bombing in and north of the Dl-tZ, enenw forces remained active there dur:i:ag December, engaging in a wide variety of activities. Aerial observers, observation posts and surveillance equip­Lient reported an increased nuni>er of sightings within the miZ, particularly in the eastern portion. Photo interpretation indicated roads and trails north of and in the Dr-i: showed signs of hea"Y use. Unconfirmed low level agent reports indicated the infiltration of up to division size enemy units into the DN: as well as the coastal plains area. With respect to infil­tration :in and through the DK:, significant intelligence Has obtained on 24 December when a PW captured six kilometers north of CAH LO, identified his unit as the 5th Battalion, 31st Group. 

\fuile en~ offensive action was at a much reduced level, it appeared that he continued to place major emphasis on infiltration of personnel as well as equipJOOnt and supplies into ~UA1XG TlU (P), particularly in the west­ern portion of the province. Nwnerous SLAR indicators were recorded during the llionth along the Laotian border and in the southwestern portion of the province. These moving target indicators were complemented by several re­ports of possible tracked vehicle l1.overuent, particularly in the KHE SAt·.1I­L~"G VI:! area. Also, low level agent report~ mentioned the rnavezr.ent of di­vision size units into the KHE SANH area. 

Intelligence information derived from a wide range of sources l>uring the month indicated that the enemy's so-caL.od "Winter-Spring II offensiv~ would be targeted against several units, positiuns, and locations in ~UANG TRI Province. Probably the lllOst significant of thl.s information was in the form of documents taken from the body of an NVA lieutenant believed to have been a member of the K-IO .)apper Battalion, who was killed near \lUANG TRI City on 15 December. The documents indicated that he had been conducting a reconnaissance of Carop RED DEVIL (CP of the 1st Brigade, 5th }JECH Div) and that attacks against that base, ~t;ANG TRI City and HAl LANG were all being planned. In addition to these documents, several agent reports in­dicated that elements of the 7th FRONT, to include the K-IO Sapper Bat tal­ion and possibly elements of the 1\-6 and K-8 Battalions, suworted by the K-32nd Artillery Battalion, were to conduct attacks on ~UAKG TRI City and its environs. 

Operation NAPOLt:LlN/JALINE terminated in the northeastern portion of ,2L'ANG Tn.l I' covince on 9 December. Total cwnulatl.ve enemy losses for this nine and one-llalf month operation were 3,495 KIA, 106 Ply'S, two VC HOI CHANH':>, 631 individual and 200 crew-served weapons captured. 

The anomalous situation which has existea for the past several llontils in TIIUA THIEN Province continued throughout the month of December. ~iajor ene~ tactical units persisted in the avoidance of Large-s~ale ground con­frontations with friendly forces by remaining out of contact, ana as d re­sult enemy activity w~s almost non-existent. What little activity there W.l.S again took the forl.l of a few scatter~d harassing G\.ttacKs by fire~ most of which were in the eastern lowland areas. 'l'he heaviest of these attacks 
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Despite the 1 November halt of bombing in and north of the DMZ, enemyforces remained active there during December, engaging in a wide variety ofactivities. Aerial observers, observation posts and surveillance equip-ment reported an increased number of sightings within the DMZ, particularlyin the eastern portion. Photo interpretation indicated roads and trailsnorth of and in the DMZ showed signs of heavy use. Unconfirmed low levelagent reports indicated the infiltration of up to division size enemy unitsinto the DMZ as well as the coastal plains area. With respect to infil-tration in and through the DNZ, significant intelligence was obtained on 24December when a PW captured six kilometers north of CAM LO, identified hisunit as the 5th Battalion, 31st Group.

While enemy offensive action was at a much reduced level, it appearedthat he continued to place major emphasis on infiltration of personnel aswell as equipment and supplies into QUANG TRI (P), particularly in the west-ern portion of the province. Numerous SLAR indicators were recorded duringthe month along the Laotian border and in the southwestern portion of theprovince. These moving target indicators were complemented by several re-ports of possible tracked vehicle movement, particularly in the KHE SANH-LANG VCI area. Also, low level agent reports mentioned the movement of di-vision size units into the KHE SANH area.

Intelligence information derived from a wide range of sources duringthe month indicated that the enemy's so-called "Winter-Spring" offensivewould be targeted against several units, positions, and locations in QUANGTRI Province. Probably the most significant of this information was in theform of documents taken from the body of an NVA licutenant believed to havebeen a member of the K-10 Sapper Battalion, who was killed near QUANG TRICity on 15 December. The documents indicated that he had been conductinga reconnaissance of Camp RED DEVIL (CP of the 1st Brigade, 5th MECH Div)and that attacks against that base, QUANG TRI City and HAI LANG were allbeing planned. In addition to these documents, several agent reports in-dicated that elements of the 7th FRONT, to include the K-10 Sapper Battal-ion and possibly elements of the K-6 and K-8 Battalions, supported by theK-32nd Artillery Battalion, were to conduct attacks on QUANG TRI City andits environs.

Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE terminated in the northeastern portion ofQUANG TRI Province on 9 December. Total cumulative enerry losses for thisnine and one-half month operation were 3,495 KIA, 106 PW's, two VC RCICHANHS, 631 individual and 200 crew-served weapons captured.
The anomalous situation which has existed for the past several monthsin THUA THIEN Province continued throughout the month of December. Majorenemy tactical units persisted in the avoidance of large-scale ground con-frontations with friendly forces by remaining out of contact, and as a re-sult enemy activity was almost non-existent. What little activity therewas again took the form of a few scattered harassing attacks by fire, mostof which were in the eastern lowland areas. The heaviest of these attacks
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took place at PHONG DIEN on 4 December when the Dis'crict Headquarters and an adjacent orphanage were subjected to a well planned and executed llOrtar and RPG attack. Several small dttacks by fire during the ~nth were directed against civilian populated areas. 

Despite the drastically reduced level of enemy offensive action within the province, enemy forces were active throughout the month in the A SHAU Valley. In addition to nUlOOrous IOOving target indicators, visual reconn­aissance and photo interpretation indicated moderate vehicular traffic on Route 922 and ligtlt to moderate vehicular traffic on Route 548. Of partic­ular significance were the extensive road repair efforts on both of the aforementioned routes despite an extensive and continuing interdiction pro­gram by friendly aircrdft. The destruction of four trucks on Route 548 on 2S December which produced multiple secondary explosions and fires tended to substantiate the enemy's use of this key valley a~ a major infiltrdtion route for the I.;ovement of supplies and equipment into both THUA THIEN and QUANG NAN J)rovinces. 

'I>'hile the major.lty of Illajor enenw tactical units subordinate to HRTTH ren~ed withdrawn into the western highlands and/or eastern LAOS, there were tenuous indicators during the roonth that certain of these units may have redeployed toward the eastern part of the province. Documents captured on 12 December, nine kilometers southwest of PHONG DIE!';, referred to the K-32nd Artillery Battalion, a unit normally associated with the 6th NVA Regiment. Coruplen;enting these dOCUl!1ents were add.itional documents taken :from the bodies of three NVA soldiers killed in a 31 Dec.:!fuber contact just west of Base Area 114 which revealed that the enemy unit in contact was an element of the 806th Battalion, 6th ~;VA Regiment. The :;e various documents tenued to substantiate several agent reports received durlng ~le Honth indicating that this regi­ment was operating in the vicinity of Base Area 114. In addition there were several low level age.;t reports rClerring to a h-7 Battalion operatirlg east of the ,\ SHAt; Valley. There are rll\,\ a.ssociatioHs ,,,hich cou.ld relate the f\-7 with either the 29th or 90th NVA :{egir,lent.s. 

:>til.ter,lents elicited from several 1",,' S alll.1 ra.L iers uurillb: tbe,.Il·llth spolce of preIurations j:'or .m at lde].; 01. : ir;,. l:owevcr, tlic ciisl'osi Liol~ of eu­el)" for..:es ill aud al'Ound L,1C TiiCt\ 1'::11.:\ i)rov.Lllci.ll ~·'-W~t."l dPp<1reJlt~y pre­C..lulicd thl' C,)),{.uct l)':' u. '''.,or J.tt.<1Cl, on the c~t~ :l.i::jelf. 

l·\n' th·::: t, ru straight {,.!Oatj, ":L,,i.\l~ :U}. ,royi!lcc Cl0hiIlatcd the sCene in 1 ';O).'ps. !~HeI:y taccical units su.l>Or\ll.ll.d te to i~(L:;"~' .; rcmalllca .::.ctl.Vl! through­out U1C eastenl portion oi the provl.:;Cc, particui",,)'ly 1,;(It; .:>uuthe:::':l ,.,L:\.L\'v 'l'.\(,:~, CCli\luct .. dlt~ sporuciic li,,;.r.t <lttiiCh.:; t"y iii\., a., well as several g:;,"O,.u:ld atcacks, J ;ost of lJlucn \;I..:;re Sf,.al.i.-:;Cr:J..e. .t',l..,re cor~Lilluo.!cl 1;0 ~.~ cxt~i:~ive rc'~Ollilais sance s.l.gl.ltin~;s 01 ~aer..y troo ~ ) . .ovelileat s t~u"ou6;10 ... \: t~:e ."'\ ,,(-1'. ':,~:)in at-ring ];ecer:me,. ; , . .J:.:y • .: l th~",e s..L.;lit.il.6s w'-: .. 'C of l\\':l tro;)?s Wlt:, ~ :~ .. _ ... _l C0L<:1~lo.i~llt of c-1T.L,.S di~,", e, _l.l:;; .. edt. "\.1.cticai. i.lir stril\:cs ~~~ .... :/or d.rt:"J..Jcry fir·e ~,li3~)ions i~\::sL.lt.cu::..,n s'u.bsta.:~tJ.d_~. lll(Lbcl'" 0f 't~1(!:;1C e:1el;'1'" \:r00~)S hi~eQ. 
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took place at PHONG DIEN on 4 December when the District Headquarters
RPG
adjacent orphanage were subjected to a well planned and executed mortar

and
and

an
attack. Several small attacks by fire during the month were directedagainst civilian populated areas.

Despite the drastically reduced level of enemy offensive action withinthe province, enemy forces were active throughout the month in the A SHAUValley. In addition to numerous moving target indicators, visual
Route
aissance and photo interpretation indicated moderate vehicular traffic

reconn-

ular
922 and light to moderate vehicular traffic on Route 548. Of partic-

on
significance were the extensive road repair efforts on both of theaforementioned routes despite an extensive and continuing interdiction pro-gram

28
by friendly aircraft. The destruction of four trucks on Route 548

to
December which produced multiple secondary explosions and fires tended

on
substantiate the enemy's use of this key valley as a major infiltrationroute for the movement of supplies and equipment into both THUA THIEN andQUANG NAM Provinces.

While the majority of major enemy tactical units subordinate to MRTTHremained withdrawn into the western highlands and/or eastern LAOS, therewere tenuous indicators during the month that certain of these units haveredeployed toward the eastern part of the province. Documents captured
may

12 December, nine kilometers southwest of PHONG DIEN, referred to the K-32nd
on

Artillery Battalion, a unit normally associated with the 6th NVA
of
Complementing these documents were additional documents taken from

Regiment.
the bodies

114
three NVA soldiers killed in a 31 December contact just west of Basewhich revealed that the enemy unit in contact was an element of the 806th

Area

several
Battalion, 6th NVA Regiment. These various documents tended to substantiate
ment

agent reports received during the month indicating that this
several

was operating in the vicinity of Base Area 114. In addition there
regi-

of the
low level agent reports referring to a K-7 Battalion operating

were
A SHAU Valley. There are AKA associations which could relate the

east
K-7with either the 29th or 90th NVA Regiments.

Statements elicited from several Pl''s and ralliers during the monthspoke of preparations for an attack on HUE. However, the disposition of en-city
cluded

forces in and around the THUA THINK provincial capital apparently pre-the conguct of payor attack on the city inself.
For the t. ra straight month JUANG N.D. province dominated the1 Corps. Energy tactical units subordinate to FRUNT S remained active

scene

through-
in

out the eastern portion of the province, particularly the southernTAOR, conducting sporadic light attacks cy fire as well as several
MANAGE

attacks, Host of which were small-scale. More continued to be extensive
ground

Busin
reconnaissance sightings of enemy troop movements throughout the IN HCA
full

during December Many of these sightings were of NVA troops with
fire

conflement of ares an. equipment. Pactical air strikes and/or
is

Missions resulted in substanti... number of these enery croops
artillery
killed.
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The prepond.erance of brourll~ a,-· tiOL ir, c~;,~';\~ t...J. V j :.-.,.;ring tile lir st t,\"c 

'leeks of the honth \>ldS cOl:centr.·ted in the .':;',;1\ i:_i.1\ area of the SOU'tl:iclrn 

li\J,A."G T:\Glt, and. ,{as incident t, Opdation )J.:'AlJE RIVEr:, the higJ.\ly successful 

cordon and search operation in;upport of the Accelerated Pacific;:.tion Callo­

paigll. This 20-day operation iHvolving eleruents of the 1st t.arir~e ihvision, 

"RVN Forces, and eleLlents of th..: 2nd HeEl C Bri~ade c..ccouIlted for li~rc than 

1,:,WO eneIrlY casualties, P\JI s and Vel and llealt a serious bloH to 'Che local 

"~ irl1"rastructure in edstern Ql .~G ~:.U (p). The operation also succeeded in 

.illflicting heavy losses on one battalion of 'Che 3Gth 1\"V,1. Re<?,llnent unO. one 

probable batta.lion of th~ 38th .tebill1ent. 

The latter part of the month saW' elements of the 2nd NVA Division suffer 

substantial personnel losses as a result of aggressive friendly operations 

FAYETTE CAl\YON and TAYLOR COMUJ.,/LE LUI. In the forliier operation the 1st VC 

liain Force Regiment, having reI )cated a.uring December fro)'1 ;.IUAhO TIl" (1') to 

southern QUANG NAh U'J, ... as hea.-ily en~aged by elen.ents of the 196th Light 

Iufantry Brigade west of ,<FE SO during the week of 15-21 Decerub~r ar..rl sufi­

~red r..ore than 160 KIA IS. The following week, 356 f~IA I S were assessed against 

che 21st NYA l\egi.Illent Qy elemen: s of the 1st ARVK ~\.an,g,er Group while partic­

ipatin~ in the LE LOI 1)Ortion 0 r the latter oper",-ciorl near AK dull.. 

;Jhile there were, no large-scale enemy attacks in CiL"i.i'lG NA}1 Provinc,;;, never­

theless, the n~nth of Dece~her produced an impressive array of in~e:ljgence 

inforr-.a tion indicating the enen:y I s intentions to conduct suer. at I:. aCi(S , ,?<~:n:l.c­

ularly against DAl\iANG Ci-cy. Probably the most significant of c,le l.n:":or"-;'-'I.tion 

regarding an attack on DA.\ANG wu.s provided by an KVA Captain who rallie" on 

26 Decenber and identified himself as the Assistant Region Conm~der, ~st 

Region, DANANG City. The raJlier detaileCi the attack plan an\!. ino.i..:atea. that 

all combat ..illd combat support lillits in ~UAJ."G fu\}. (tJ) inciuding the 31st KVA 

;\egiment, 2nd };-VA Division in lo.lJANG TIK Cej, would be cOllJ,.;itted, less the 

l4lst Regiment. The fact that the enelliY failed to initiate such attacks wa.s 

attributed, in part, to the he,vy losses he suffered in F\"hAF/Al\~ Operations 

HC:ADE RIVER, FAYETTE CA~YON anc TAYLOR COa,O!'i/ili LOI. 

Southern I Corps witne:;se< little change in the general eneI"V ~), t ..... u.tion 

,1uring the •. .onth of December. _'he one no\:e~rt.hy .;!xcep-cion 'liiJ." '-: .. ,-, ,;..: ,;";"''';:.-;''C 

~f the 1st VC \ <ll.n :-'orcc ;{egiIao .• 'C fn:)'!;. d" J, ~~ 'i'lr. to JJ~.l\ C ;;':",', \ i', > : ", .>. 

; .• .tjor enell\\' 'cac'C~cal- W1l.ts in l .. tt. '<!lAl\G 'fIN allu ~,,;:.:,,~ l'i0..l.l .)r"v:...n.;;.! .\(:1...:,,, .. 

uecisl.ve groWld eng4:er"ent.s by '~"':IIIi,i.ning withdr<1wn cl.n.'j Out of ';:0 .. t",· ~;', ~l~ 

)iedn.ont anc. 11,,--;h-:'a..a. .. rc<..S. : ,iteL.ic!:.:nc...: .:mdic ... tec 1:hat: tl,esc u:,.,·, ... :.··,; 

'::f:.gagcd in f'"'e;>al.'atl.ons for tho. fortncoliling lI~vint~r-.::iprl11g" \:1ft'",,,.,:.':. 

,)n t.he otiler [lanG., .Lc·,cal : 0rce ... ;,.,: ._ .. c..erri:...:.. ... W.l.l.':' ',tJe:t:; "~' . .L\'" ,. .,.; 

<" ,st.crn lowlat.d areas or' ooth .:~oviLces) ':;O.:luHC"U.;:; S;i!ver..:..':'" .uJ...':':.'{ .. ~\. 

'-o...:t:.aCk~ and sca-c.~ered u-c ~c ... cks ,'" ~, __ :::.,.c a$ '1o*N;~ _ __ ~ ~ng.t..,~:l.Il~, ii"i -f";i"~·\~.'.t' .. .J.._:_ 

llarassruen1;/..Lr'l·{.~.u..~ht~ur ... 0~~ h~ ,~~~::..r v..L~age re~ic.e:.lr.t:.:i L""""!'--- re::'"''L.bct: ~. il>\:'-~ 

\\"vrthy t.-lit!-... ;. ... t.;~~_lec1.";. 'Cv .. ~.,,-t.~ .... ~~\~;" :'~i.:~ \·Je __ .... (;, "":"J..\{(.; ~~~=·\.01.~""~"~C r"'\.I':·jl".':t a.\.:~~":J..\.~ ,,:"Ll 

~ .• ; .....:i1(.. 2i .J~,-·,..:! .. .i.\~r. 
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The preponderance of ground action in ,LANG NAN (:) during the first two

weeks of the month was concentrated in the OPEN BAN area of the southern

DANANG TAOR, and was incident to Operation MEADE RIVER, the highly successful

cordon and search operation in support of the Accelerated Pacification Can

paign. This 20-day operation involving elements of the 1st Marine Division,

ARVN Forces, and elements of the 2nd ROKI C Brigade accounted for more than

1,200 enemy casualties, PW's and VCI and dealt a serious blow to the local

NO infrastructure in eastern QUING NAM (P). The operation also succeeded in

inflicting heavy losses on one battalion of the 36th NVA Regiment and one

probable battalion of the 38th Regiment.

The latter part of the month saw elements of the 2nd NVA Division suffer

substantial personnel losses as a result of aggressive friendly operations

FAYETTE CANYON and TAYLOR COMMON LOI. In the former operation the 1st VC

Main Force Regiment, having relocated curing December from QUANG TIN (P) to

southern QUANG NAM (1) was heavily engaged by elements of the 196th Light

Infantry Brigade west of QUE SO: during the week of 15-21 December and suff-

ered more than 160 KIA's. The following week, 356 KIA's were assessed against

the 21st NVA Regiment by elements of the 1st ARVN Ranger Group while partic-

ipating in the LE LOI portion of the latter operation near AN MOA.

Maile there were no large-scale enemy attacks in QUANG NAM Province, never-

theless, the month of December produced an impressive array of intelligence

information indicating the enery's intentions to conduct such attacks, partic-

ularly against DANANG City. Probably the most significant of the information

regarding an attack on DANANG was provided by an NVA Captain who rallied on

26 December and identified himself as the Assistant Region Commander, 1st

Region, DANANG City. The rallier detailed the attack plan and indicated that

all combat and combat support units in QUANG NAM (P) including the 31st NVA

Regiment, 2nd NVA Division in LUANG TIN (P), would be comitted, less the

141st Regiment. The fact that the enemy failed to initiate such attacks was

attributed, in part, to the heavy losses he suffered in FWHAF/ARVN Operations

MEADE RIVER, FAYETTE CANYON and TAYLOR CONNON/LE LOI.

Southern I Corps witnesse little change in the general enerty situation

during the month of December. The one noteworthy exception was are

of the 1st VC Main Force Regiment from QUANG TIN to ,UANC MAN is, 1231
cides

major enemy tactical units in 1.th QUANC TIN and QUANG NGAI Province

decisive ground engagements by remaining withdrawn and out of conta ... the

piedmont and highland areas. Intelligence indicated that these were PURE

engaged in preparations for the forthcoming "Winter-Spring" offensive

on the other hand, local orce guerrilla units were active

extern lowland areas OI both provinces, connucting several minor n

attacks and scattered attacks tire as were engaging in terroris

of hamlet/village residents and refugees. Not

worthy with respect to rire were five securate rocker access on

CHI LAI Collaba use COMPANY .5 MO 21 December. the only Millicant
Than

ground engagement was COLORO Betwee and the

Local Force Lettation watch in +4 enery Mr.
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ThroL.ghoux the n;)li.t.h 0:;: .LIl!cemue::' .1 i,iOu,lting ~v"y 0:': ; •. n·:ei_.:.. .. ;b.Cc; ~.J:"):.:'­

rr.ation po:~nt;ed to\va.rd an ir.lfending at'tac~ u ... :>on ~lj"",,\l.; ~GAI C'::'ty ;;y e .... elltenc.::s c:' 

the 3rd NVA. Division, supported by up 'to four ?-ain and Local Force Batt:alions. 

Agents reporting during the lWnth intina ted that th(!se attacks were lllihinel'lt. 

However, by the end of December it became apparent that t;he enelliY had failed 

in his intentions to initiate this offensive. In this respect, Operation 

VERNON LAKE was credited with keeping the ene1uY I s forces off balance and pre­

empting large-scale attacks on ~UANG NGAI City. 

b. :men:w ;\ction StatL:.tics. Facts pertaining to enenw activities in 

Allied operating areas, including combat bases, for the I.x>nth of December are 

as follows: 

Enelio/ Initiated Activity 

III L.AF .':IDG .\RVN R01',HC -
Attack 1 2 27 0 

Ambush 1 7 9 0 

Assault Dy }t'ire 10 ~ 8 0 

Harassing Fire 384 14 166 63 

l-,ine/Booby Traps 192 2 44 18 

AA Fire 796 0 18 0 

Total Al:ts of Terrorism for lCT: 99 

c. Ener.w Order of Battle (Confirned). EneLIY forces operating in leT: 

on 31 December 1968. 

(1) ~UANG T1U: Confirmed units in ~UANG TRI include only those 

considered to be operating soU'th of the DhZ. }lajOI' units are: the 7th Front 

Headquarters; the 812tp. NVA Regiment and the K8 and K14 Infantry, the 10th 

Sapper and the K32 Artillery Battalions subordinate to the 7~h Front; and the 

2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 27th Independent NVA H.egiIrent. Additioaally, 

four independent cOJ;lpanies are loca.ted within the province. The total con­

firmed strength in ~lJANG TnI is 3,400. 

~2) TUliA ThIEN: ;~egimental l'c ... dquarters, K4B ana. 1\':''': littd,l.i.0rLs of 

tf1e 4th NVA ilet,:,iIrent; the R~giL,ental Headquart<:!rs, 1\4 and li.:".O ..• ,;'Wltx'}' .: .. ""0. ::no;; 

Chi Thua 1 an": Chi Thua 2 ..)apper Battalions of t;he 5th }; VA :~~t;:Uient.; an," seven 

independent cL'i,.panies are located wi thin the ;Jrovince. The total conf~rute(l 

::;trength for 'lllUA ThlliN is 2,3:tS. 

(3) "iJ . .1-;C NAt.: Eneuw forces in ",LA.\G M.'.( are cOl.lprisl!c of: tJ,e l<'l~ont 

4 HeadqL.a.rtcrs; the 2nd NY;\. Divl.~ion Hed.dCiuarters dud support uni'C~; i:.lc :..;:;.:. 

vc and the ..:lst NVA j{eg~nts of the 2nd NV,\. Divi::.ion; the 1\"':i.ll(;C ... .\. .. ll<:!a,,­

,,:;udrters, l02nd and iu3rd liat;talions of th~ J~::;t NV.:" lle.:,iu~ht, cr,i.' ~Vcr. ""VA 

i\cgiment; the 141st :iVA Reg:inlC :.t; tl,e 306B NV). ArtLl~ry ;\e,:; ... ;,_'n:c, tL.: .: . .!O, 

V:':5, D7 Infantry and the Tb9 aliJ 3rd :)al\,,~r ii.i:l ... .:..io:l::. \)1' the 3.::1.:):. 'f.','. ""?'-

.:. ... ent; the 1st ;)a.ttulion of tl,,~ b&B ;-'V., .\rtlD..::ry ;{e,sir.lerlt.; .In,,,, se\'(~l' _f',.~'­

~!1dent c,or"il<illies. ','ne tota.i. ,:onfin..::u S'C.'e.,,s'Ct: iL tiie provine.; ::..£ (; ,06(,·. 
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Throughout the month of December a mounting body of incelligence infor-

mation pointed toward an impending attack upon QUANG NGAY City by elements of

the 3rd NVA Division, supported by up to four Main and Local Force Battalions.

Agents reporting during the month intimated that these attacks were imminent.
failed

However, by the end of December it became apparent that the enemy had

in his intentions to initiate this offensive. In this respect, Operation

VERNON LAKE was credited with keeping the enemy's forces off balance and pre-

empting large-scale attacks on QUANG NGAI City.

b. Enemy Action Statistics. Facts pertaining to enemy activities in

Allied operating areas, including combat bases, for the month of December are

as follows:

Enemy Initiated Activity

ROKMCARVNCIDGIII MAF

02721Attack o971Ambush 08110Assault By Fire 6316614384Harassing Fire 18442192Mine/Booby Traps 0180796AA Fire

Total Acts of Terrorism for ICT2 - 99

C. Enery Order of Battle (Confirmed). Enemy forces operating in ICTZ

on 31 December 1968.

(1) QUANG TRI: Confirmed units in QUANG TRI include only those

considered to be operating south of the DMZ. Major units are: the 7th Front

Headquarters; the 812th NVA Regiment and the K8 and K14 Infantry, the 10th

Sapper and the K32 Artill ery Battalions subordinate to the 7th Front; and the

2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 27th Independent NVA Regiment. Additionally,

four independent companies are located within the province. The total con-

firmed strength in QUANG TRI is 3,400.

THUA THIEN: Regimental Readquarters, K4B and K4C sattalions of
(2)

the 4th NVA Regiment; the Regimental Headquarters, K4 and K10 infantry and the

Chi Thua 1 and Chi Thua 2 sapper Battalions of the 5th NVA Regiment; and seven

independent companies are located within the province. The total confirmed

strength for THUA THIEN is 2,325.

,UANG NAM: Enemy forces in LUNG NAN are comprised of: the Front
(3)

Headquarters; the 2nd NVA Division Headquarters and support units; the 180

VC and the 21st NVA Regiments of the 2nd NVA Division; the ne imention Reac-4

quarters, 102nd and 103rd Battalions of the 31st NVA Regiment, the 36th NVA

Regiment; the 141st NVA Regiment; the 368B NVA Artillery Regiment the 820,

V25, D7 Infantry and the T89 and 3rd Sapper Bactations of the 35th NVA Reg-

ment; the 1st Battalion of the 68B NVA Artillery Regiment; anu seven that-

pendent companies. The total confirmed strength in the province is 9,060.
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(4) ~UANG TIN: The 31st ~~A Regiment of the 2nd WIA Division; 

four independent battalions and three independent companies are located 
in the province. The total confirmed strength in ~UA.~G TIN is 1,820. 

(5) ~UANG NGAI: The Hilitary Region-S HeadG.uarters; the 3rd .t-.17A 
Division Headquarters and s~~r~ ~its; the 2nd ~§ ruLd. 22nd NVA Regiments 
of the 3rd NYA Division; ~Regimental Headquarters~ the 120th VC Infantry" 
406th VC ;>apper and the 107tn ~VA Artillery Battalions of the 401st NVA 
.::iapper Regilrent; three independent battalions and ten independent companies 
are located in the province. The total confirmed strength in 0.UANG NCAl 
is 7,300. 

d. Counterintellib~n ... c. 

(1) Counterintelligence }'ionthly Overview. Although the nUJriber of 
reported VC counterintelligence-related incidents decreased slightly during 
Decerdber, the general pattern of activity and high intensity level ren~ned 
tn::hanged.: Low-level intelligence collection ~ctivities using women and 
children continue to be noted. The Viet Cong expended considerable energy 
in efforts to eA~end their political control over the countryside and ~ 
prove their image l;oth in SVN a.1.d on the international political scene. VC 
pro!)<>..ganda efforts to extend their population control were frequently rein­
forced by widespread terrorist activity. Several docwnents and prisoners 
describe the present period as the second phase of a three phase plan in 
which the political groundwork is being laid for an all-out offensive to be 
launched at an unknown future date. The purpose of the offensive reportedly 
is to influence the Paris peace talks. In suntnary, VC ccunterintelligence­
related activity was primarily comprised of intelligence and reconnaissance 
preparations for any future offensive actions ruld widespread propaganda, sub­
version and terror designed to discredit the GVN and improve the position and 
prestige of the NLFSVN, both at home and in Paris. 

(2) P~manda and ::,ubversion. Viet Cong pro~ganda activity re­
L.ained at a high level during the month with frequent propaganda meet:ings 
conducted by local cadre in VC controlled areas and. by armed un~ts in cvn­
t:e;,;ted areas. Leaflets in both English and Vietnal1'~se were f00.4d iI. ;.;ar.y 
~0vernment controlled areas. Agent reports frequently stat~d tEat ti..e 1'eaS0:i 
:01' we continuing propaganda drive WdS to prepare the populat::ion for a Coa­
~~tion government. A prevalent:. lA'leme continueS! to be tile claim Ulat Xorth 
Vietnam was winning great victories at the Paris peace talks. 

(3j f.olitical Activi·~. Reported politica1. activity decliceli 
sll.ghtly. It is probable that the Viet Wllg have (:stabl~snec fellplc·~. ..:;',,\!r­
d.tion Conffi.U ttees in those areas w!:ere such acti vi ties are poss ible cth .. '. dr.; 
•• ow concentrating l;!ff 0rt:. on ext.enuing the influence of the~c ,;.st.lh11si~..:c'. 
cOlIlliittees. ..)catt.ere~: :-;;ports Here r<!ceiveu--ef V .. : attefr,pts to exploiT 
,)"uddnist organl.zatioGs. .ill absence of },.ention of t:he Alliance of Ndti.:>jtal 
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(4) QUANG TIN: The 31st NVA Regiment of the 2nd NVA Division;
four independent battalions and three independent companies are located

in the province. The total confirmed strength in QUANG TIN is 1,820.

(5) QUANG NGAI: The Military Region-5 Headquarters; the 3rd NVA

Division Headquarters and support units; the 2nd MF and 22nd NVA Regiments
of the 3rd NVA Division; Regimental Headquarters, the 120th VC Infantry,
406th VC Sapper and the 107th NVA Artillery Battalions of the 401st NVA

Sapper Regiment; three independent battalions and ten independent companies

are located in the province. The total confirmed strength in QUANG NGAI

is 7,360.

d. Counterintelligencc.

(1) Counterintelligence Monthly Overview. Although the number of

reported VC counterintelligence-related incidents decreased slightly during

December, the general pattern of activity and high intensity level remained

unchanged. Low-level intelligence collection activities using women and

children continue to be noted. The Viet Cong expended considerable energy
in efforts to extend their political control over the countryside and im-

prove their image both in SVN and on the international political scene. VC

propaganda efforts to extend their population control were frequently rein-

forced by widespread terrorist activity. Several documents and prisoners
describe the present period às the second phase of a three phase plan in

which the political groundwork is being laid for an all-out offensive to be

launched at an unknown future date. The purpose of the offensive reportedly
is to influence the Paris peace talks. In summary, VC counterintelligence-
related activity was primarily comprised of intelligence and reconnaissance

preparations for any future offensive actions and widespread propaganda, sub-

version and terror designed to discredit the GVN and improve the position and

prestige of the NLFSVN, both at home and in Paris.

(2) Propaganda and Subversion. Viet Cong propaganda activity re-

mained at a high level during the month with frequent propaganda meetings
conducted by local cadre in VC controlled areas and by armed units in con-

tested areas. Leaflets in both English and Vietnamese were found in many

government controlled areas. Agent reports frequently stated that the reason

for the continuing propaganda drive was to prepare the population for a coa-

ation government. A prevalent theme continued to be the claim that North

Vietnam was winning great victories at the Paris peace talks.

(3) Political Activity. Reported political activity declined

slightly. It is probable that the Viet Long have established People iter-

ation Committees in those areas where such activities are possible and are
now concentrating efforts on extending the influence of these established
comittees. Scattere. reports were received of VC attempts to exploit
Buddnist organizations. An absence of mention of the Alliance of National
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DeL.ocratic Peace Forces possibly reflects an eTfort to eliminate this organi­
zation as a potential rival for the NLF3VN in the cOntext of the present peace 
talks. 

\ 4) Terrorism. Terrorist activity generally remained at the high 
level of l{ovember. Continued emphasis was given to harassnent of refugee 
car..ps and assassin",tions of government officials. Reports indicate that per­
sonnel assigned to the pacification program have been targeted for increased 
terrorist activity •. 

(5) ':)<;'bot~e. .:iabotclge remained at a low level with the patt~rn of 
a.ctivities -tmchange~ River traffic on the C'GA VIET River, bridges and cul­
verts on LOC I S retiained a target for interdiction. 

(6) Espiona~e. l{eported espionage activity increased slightly 
during the r..onth with activig prh"'1a.I':iJ.ylJ_e:i.Il&._re~()~~_ed_.i.11 th~ __ f.~.Ji2:r_t:t_ern 
provinces of I Corps. A relatively la.rge number of reports were re-ceived of 
low level espionage and reconnaissa.nce activitY in the EL~ Ci~J area. 

e. Enenw Losses. Enemy losses during the month of December were as 
follows : 

III HAF ARVN ~ 91QQ TOT.:u. -
KIA 2848 1806 283 110 0047 
Detainees 1935 68C 3 98 271b 
P\v/NVA 50 0 0 1 51 
PiJjVC liS 890 .~ 10 101C 
Re1:Urne~sjNVA 9 0 0 0 9 
l"{eturneesjv~ 24 58 0 0 8z 
Civil Defendant 234 

, 
0 0 235 ..L 

Innocent Givilian ll16 0 0 \) 1116 
lncii v "capons 8.04 597._.:.. ____ _ ]..us- 2£. ___ .- ],:;:3.1 ... 
.::..j.> \'t'eapons 54 69 6 

-, 130 .L 
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Democratic Peace Forces possibly reflects an effort to eliminate this organi-
zation as a potential rival for the NLFSVN in the context of the present peace
talks.

(4) Terrorism. Terrorist activity generally remained at the high
level of November. Continued emphasis was given to harassment of refugee
camps and assassinations of government officials. Reports indicate that per-
sonnel assigned to the pacification program have been targeted for increased
terrorist activity.

(5) Sabotage. Sabotage remained at a low level with the pattern of
activities unchanged. River traffic on the CUA VIET River, bridges and cul-
verts on LOC's remained a target for interdiction.

(6) Espionage. Reported espionage activity increased slightly
during the month with activity primarily being reported in the two Northern

provinces of I Corps. A relatively large number of reports were received of
low level espionage and reconnaissance activity in the HUE City area.

e. Enemy Losses. Enemy losses during the month of December were as
follows:

CIDG TOTALROKMCARVNIII MAF

110 50471806 2832848KIA
271698368G1935Detainees

511PW/NVA 050 0
1016890 10115 IPW/VC

90Returnees/NVA 0O9
820Returnees/V 24 58 0
23501Civil Defendant 234 0

111601116 0Innocent Civilian 0
153122108804 597Indiv seapons
1301i/s Weapons 66954
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KIT CARSON scems PROGRAM 

9 December 1968. The G-2, III Marine Amphibious Force, assumed staff 
supervision for the Kit Carson Scout Program in accordance with III 
MAF order 34-l0.5B, Subject: "Standing Operating Procedures for Kit 
Carson Scouts Program. 11 The program had been under the supervision of 
the Force PSYOPS o.1'.1'ieer since October 1966. 

31 December 1968. The status of Kit Carson Scouts was as follows: 

EMPLOYING UNIT 

1st MAlIDIT 
3rd MARDIV 
10lst ABN DIY (AM) 
America1 DIV 

HIRED 

102 
106 
153 
115 

IN TRAINING 

o 
9 
10 
3 

KIA WIA 

0 1 
0 0 
0 2 
1 2 

1-31 December 1966. Major acccmplishments during this period were as 
follows: 

lST MARDIV 3RD MARDIV 10lST ABN DIV (AM) 

A. VC KIA 39 2 10 
B. VC CAPrtJRED 6 .3 7 
c. ves CAPTURED 14- 0 0 
D. RETURNEES .3 0 1 
E. WEAPONS RECOVERED 12 .3 18 
F. MINES/BOOBY TRAps 39 0 39 
G. GRENADES FCUND 65 25 6 
H. CACHES DISCOVERED 38 10 $ 
I. CAVES/TUNNElS 

DISCOVERED 34- 0 7 
J. PATROLS 775 .350 1073 
K. CLASSES CONDUCTED/ 

ASSISTED 320 0 0 
L. PSYOPS BROADCAST 

CONDUCTED 41 10 0 

NOTE: Americal Division did not collect data on major accomplishments 
due to a misunderstanding of new reporting procedures. 

15 December 1968. A scout employed by 1st Battalion, 26th Marines was kid­
napped from. his home by eight armed enemy. On 22 December 1968 he esca.ped 
from. his captors. He returned to the control of the Marines on 28 December 
1968. 

2$ December 1968. A scout employed by 1st Battalion, 26th Marines was re­
c~ended for the Vietnamese Cross 0.1' Gallantry (Gold Star) .1'or heroic action 
in the conduct of an ambush 0.1' an estimated twenty NVA soldiers. The scout 
accounted for fifteen confirmed kills. Although wounded during the action, 
he oontinued the tight throughout the engagement. 
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KIT CARSON SCOUTS PROGRAM

9 December 1968. The G-2, III Marine Amphibious Force, assumed staff

supervision for the Kit Carson Scout Program in accordance with III
MAF order 3410.5B, Subject: "Standing Operating Procedures for Kit
Carson Scouts Program. It The program had been under the supervision of
the Force PSYOPS officer since October 1966.

31 December 1968. The status of Kit Carson Scouts was as follows:

WIAKIAEMPLOYING UNIT IN TRAININGHIRED

10102 01st MARDIY
106 9 0o3rd MARDIV

101st ABN DIV (AM) 10 0 2153
115 13Americal DIV 2

1-31 December 1968. Major accomplishments during this period were as
follows:

101ST ABN DIV (AM)1ST MARDIV 3RD MARDIV

39 10A. VC KIA 2
6 3B. VC CAPTURED 7
14C. VCS CAPTURED 0o

13 oD. RETURNEES
1812E. WEAPONS RECOVERED 3

F. MINES/BOOBY TRAPS 39 39o
65 6G. GRENADES FOUND 25
38 8H. CACHES DISCOVERED 10

I. CAVES/TUNNELS
34 7DISCOVERED o
775J. PATROLS 1073350

K. CLASSES CONDUCTED/
320ASSISTED o o

L. PSYOPS BROADCAST
41 10CONDUCTED 0

NOTE: Americal Division did not collect data on major accomplishments
due to a misunderstanding of new reporting procedures.

15 December 1968. A scout employed by 1st Battalion, 26th Marines was kid-
napped from his home by eight armed enemy. On 22 December 1968 he escaped
from his captors. He returned to the control of the Marines on 28 December
1968.

28 December 1968. A scout employed by 1st Battalion, 26th Marines was re-
commended for the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry (Gold Star) for heroic action
in the conduct of an ambush of an estimated twenty NVA soldiers. The scout
accounted for fifteen confirmed kills. Although wounded during the action,
he continued the fight throughout the engagement.
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31 December 1968. America1 Division. Requests for Draft Defer.ments for 
all scouts emp1o.yed have been prepared for submission to the Ministr,y 
of Defense, GiN. 

ENCI.Q<3URE (1) 
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31 December 1968. Americal Division. Requests for Draft Deferments for
all scouts employed have been prepared for submission to the Ministry
of Defense, GVN.
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6. LOGISTICS 

a. General. 

(1) The month of December was characterized by reduced 
demands on the overall logistic system in ICTZ. The two factor. 
chiefly responsible for this were the displacement of the 1st 
Air Cavalry Division from ICTZ during November and the 
general shift in operational emphasis from northern ICTZ to 
the south-Central portion of the Zone. 

(2) The departure of the 1st Air Cavalry (Operation 
LIBERTY CANYON) permi~ted a marked reduction in the Northbound 
shipping backlog and in general eased the pressure on the 
logistical system. 

(3) The shift in operational emphasis from NICTZ to 
the vicinity of the Danang TAOR typified by MEADE RIVER, a 
multi-battalion operation which required SUbstantial logistic 
support. More than balancing the load by this operation were 
the factors of Short LOC and unexpectad~ good weather. 

(4) The unseasonal weather permitted unexpected gains 
in airfields and LOC imprOVement, including the establishment 
of the full-scale LSA at An Boa. 

(5) The above factors, combined with a trend of 
reduced enemy interdiction of LOC's are covered in greater 
detail in paragraph c. (Embarkation) and d. (Engineer), below. 

b. Dental. 

(1) Periodic visits to III MAP dental facilities and 
medical/dental facilities throughout ICTZ were made by the 
Force Dental Officer during December. 

(2) On 14 December the 18th Dental Professional and 
Administrative Conference was held in conjunction with a meet­
ing of the I Corps Dental Society. 

(3) The Force Dental Officer continues to hold MEDCAP 
for the local populace at III MAF Dental Facility. 

(4) Dental Civic Action (MEDCAP II) was conducted by 
III MAF Dental Companies during the month of December as follows: 

(a) Patients Treated: 
(b) Dental Procedures: 
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6. LOGISTICS

a. General.

(1) The month of December was characterized by reduced
demands on the overall logistic system in ICTZ. The two factors
chiefly responsible for this were the displacement of the 1st

Air Cavalry Division from ICTZ during November and the

general shift in operational emphasis from northern ICTZ to
the South-Central portion of the Zone.

(2) The departure of the 1st Air Cavalry (Operation
LIBERTY CANYON) permitted a marked reduction in the Northbound
shipping backlog and in general eased the pressure on the

logistical system.

(3) The shift in operational emphasis from NICTZ to
the vicinity of the Danang TAOR typified by MEADE RIVER, a
multi-battalion operation which required substantial logistic
support. More than balancing the load by this operation were
the factors of Short LOC and unexpectadly good weather.

(4) The unseasonal weather permitted unexpected gains
in airfields and LOC improvement, including the establishment
of the full-scale LSA at An Hoa.

(5) The above factors, combined with a trend of
reduced enemy interdiction of LOC's are covered in greater
detail in paragraph C. (Embarkation) and d. (Engineer), below.

b. Dental.

(1) Periodic visits to III MAF dental facilities and
medical/dental facilities throughout ICTZ were made by the
Force Dental Officer during December.

(2) On 14 December the 18th Dental Professional and

Administrative Conference was held in conjunction with a meet-

ing of the I Corps Dental Society.

(3) The Force Dental Officer continues to hold MEDCAP
for the local populace at III MAF Dental Facility.

(4) Dental Civic Action (MEDCAP II) was conducted by
III MAF Dental Companies during the month of December as follows:

2,797(a) Patients Treated:
7,111(b) Dental Procedures:
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c. Kmbarkation. 

(1) Narrative Summary. There was sporadic opening and 
closing of several airfields during the month. This was due 
to airfield repairs which caused no adVerse effect on operational 
commitments. An Hoa was closed during the period 3-7 December 
for resurfacing of the runway. Airlift operations commenced on 
8 December for movement of troops and cargo to An Hoa in support 
of Operation Taylor Common. TWo airfields were opened to C7A 
aircraft (Minh Long and Ha thonh). The personnel and tonnage 
for the month were lower in comparison to last month by 12,228 
PAX and 1,57~ S/T. The month of December showed a marked 
decline in cargo backload for ICTZ ports. This was due to the 
movement of the lstAirCavDiv from I Corps to III Corps, good 
weather and full utilization of shipping assets. Enemy activity 
had no effect on shipping during the reporting period. During 
this period there were 77 resupply, 53 retrograde and 11 unit 
move convoys. 

(a) Air Operations Summary: 

USAF 

CARGO(S/T) 

USMC (FIXED WING) TOTAL 

(CARGO(s/T) ~ CARGO(S/T) 

60,676 23,398.9 

m 
38,825 10,138.0 99,501 33,536.9 

(b) 

SEecial Missions Flown Durin! December: 

!m REQUEST NO. ~ TOTAL CARGOlS/T~ ~ 

CJ: 26 C130 1,371.7 4,128 
CE 1 C7A 215 

Surface Summarz °Eerations: 

63 Deep draft vessels debarked/embarked at Danang 
40 MSTS LST's debarked/embarked at Danang 
28 USN LST'a debarked/embarked at Danang 

361 LCU/YFU's debarked/embarked at Danang 
6~ Barges debarked/embarked at Danang 

MONTHLY PORT PERFORMANCE SUMMARY (SIT) 

fQ!!! OFFLOAD DAILY AVG THROUGHPUT 

Danang 2263~7 7301 3~5l~5 
Dong Ha ~0018 1291 ~8937 
Phu Bai 35097 1132 39681 
Chu Lai ~ ~ 4~~~g~ Total 10 

DAILY AVG 

11134 
1579 
1280 

1~~8~ 
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C. Embarkation.

(1) Narrative Summary. There was sporadic opening and
closing of several airfields during the month. This was due
to airfield repairs which caused no adverse effect on operational
commitments. An Hoa was closed during the period 3-7 December
for resurfacing of the runway. Airlift operations commenced on
8 December for movement of troops and cargo to An Hoa in support
of Operation Taylor Common. Two airfields were opened to C7A
aircraft (Minh Long and Ha thonh). The personnel and tonnage
for the month were lower in comparison to last month by 12,228
PAX and 1,574 S/T. The month of December showed a marked
decline in cargo backload for ICTZ ports. This was due to the
movement of the 1stAirCavDiv from I Corps to III Corps, good
weather and full utilization of shipping assets. Enemy activity
had no effect on shipping during the reporting period. During
this period there were 77 resupply, 53 retrograde and 11 unit
move convoys.

(a) Air Operations Summary:

USMC (FIXED WING) TOTALUSAF

(CARGO(S/T) PAX CARGO (S/T)CARGO (S/T) PAXPAX

38,825 10,138.0 99,50160,676 23,398.9 33,536.9

Special Missions Flown During December:

ACFT TOTAL CARGO(S/T) PAXREQUEST NO.TYPE

4,12826 1,371.7C130CE
2151 C7ACE

(b) Surface Summary Operations

63 Deep draft vessels debarked/embarked at Danang
40 MSTS LST's debarked/embarked at Danang
28 USN LST's debarked/embarked at Danang

361 LCU/YFU's debarked/embarked at Danang
64 Barges debarked/embarked at Danang

MONTHLY PORT PERFORMANCE SUMMARY (S/T)

DAILY AVGTHROUGHPUTOFFLOAD DAILY AVGPORT

345145226347 111347301Danang
15794893740018 1291Dong Ha
12803968135097 1132Phu Bai

46818 151038250 1234Chu Lai
15503480581339712 10958Total
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(c) Highway Operations Summary 

RESUPPLY MISSIONS (SIT) 

Danang to An Hoa 
ARVN Convoys North 
Others 

Total 

4119 
450 

~~~~ 
(2) OHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF EVENTS. 

lDec - CE to move Lox Trailer from Chu Lai to Cam 
Rhan Bay. CE to move 1,498,195 Ibs AM2 and 
M81 matting from Danang to An Boa. 

2Dec - Movement of matting to An Hoa oompleted. CE 
to move Lox Trailer from Cam Rhan Bay to 
Chu Lai. Dong Ba olosed for repairs. 

3Dec - Dong Ba airfield opened. An Hoa olosed for 
runway repairs. 

4Dec - CE for movement of cannon assembly from 
Danang to Dong Ha. 

5Dec - US Tourist departed for Okinawa with 108 SIT 
retrograde cargo. 

6Dec - Mayfield Victory departed for Japan with 21 
SIT retrograde cargo. CE to take J-65 engine 
from Danang to Chu Lai and to move 350 PAX 
from Danang to Duc Pho. 

1Dec - USS Cohoes receovered LCM 6 No. 18 which sank 
near Tan My on 18 Nov. CE to move primer 
percussion from Danang to Dong Ha. 

8Dec - An Boa airfield opened. CE to move 166 PAX 
from An Hoa to Danang and to move GCA set 
from Chu Lai to An Hoa. 

9Dec - Dong Ha airfield closed till 1600 for 
repairs. DE to move antenna from Danang to 
Chu Lai, 150 PAX from Dong Ha to An Hoa and 
advance party for Operation TAYLOR COMMON. 
SS Los Angeles departed to CONUS with 372 
SIT retrograde cargo. 

10Dec - CB to move 150 PAX from Dong Ha to An Boa. 
Transglobe departed to CONUS with 234 SIT 
retrograde cargo. 
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(c) Highway Operations Summary

RESUPPLY MISSIONS (S/T)

4779Danang to An Hoa
450ARVN Convoys North
3123Others
8352Total

(2) CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF EVENTS.

1Dec - CE to move Lox Trailer from Chu Lai to Cam
Rhan Bay. CE to move 1,498,195 lbs AM2 and
M81 matting from Danang to An Hoa.

2Dec - Movement of matting to An Hoa completed. CE
to move Lox Trailer from Cam Rhan Bay to
Chu Lai. Dong Ha closed for repairs.

3Dec - Dong Ha airfield opened. An Hoa closed for

runway repairs.

4Dec - CE for movement of cannon assembly from
Danang to Dong Ha.

5Dec - US Tourist departed for Okinawa with 108 S/T
retrograde cargo.

6Dec - Mayfield Victory departed for Japan with 27
S/T retrograde cargo. CE to take J-65 engine
from Danang to Chu Lai and to move 350 PAX
from Danang to Duc Pho.

7Dec - USS Cohoes receovered LCM 6 No. 18 which sank
near Tan My on 18 Nov. CE to move primer
percussion from Danang to Dong Ha.

8Dec - An Hoa airfield opened. CE to move 166 PAX
from An Hoa to Danang and to move GCA set
from Chu Lai to An Hoa.

9Dec - Dong Ha airfield closed till 1600 for
repairs. CE to move antenna from Danang to
Chu Lai, 150 PAX from Dong Ha to An Hoa and
advance party for Operation TAYLOR COMMON.
SS Los Angeles departed to CONUS with 372
S/T retrograde cargo.

10Dec - CE to move 150 PAX from Dong Ha to An Hoa.
Transglobe departed to CONUS with 234 S/T
retrograde cargo.
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llDec - Committed for a daily shattle of 200,000 
lbs ot ammo trom Danang to An Hoa via C123. 
CE to move swi tchboard trom Danang to Dong 
Ha. 

l2Dec - CK to move 147 PAX and cargo for Operation 
TAYLOR COMMON. 

13Dec - ex to move 1100 PAX and cargo from Quang 
Tri to An Hoa and lSS PAX and cargo from 
Dong Ha to An Hoa. 

14J)ec - OK to move 1100 PAX and cargo trom Quang 
Tri to An Hoa and 70 PAX and cargo from .ong 
Ha to An Hoa. CK to move generator and 
electrical equipa.nt from Danang to An Hoa. 
Dredge Sandcasterdamaged when dredging in the 
mouth of Porfume River at approx l40935H by 
explosion thought to be caused by a dud 
mortar round. 

15Dec - CK to move 215 PAX trom Danang to Baldy. 

16Dec - Seatrain Carolina departed for Okinawa with 
134 SIT retrograde cargo. 

18Dec - American Corsair departed for CONUS with 371 
SIT retrograde cargo. 

19Dec - Requirement for daily ammo shuttle from Chu 
Lai to Minh Long via C7A aircraft, delayed 
due to status of Minh Long -airfield. 

20Dec - OK to move radar gear tram Danang to Phu Bai. 

21Dec - LCM-8 No. 857 hit mine causing light damage 
at Dang Ha!cua Viet. 

22Dec - Quang Tri line mined near Camp Bvans in 
aeveral places. Repairs will take approx 2 
days. Tan My YOG 76 went .. ound port side 
of channel. Rescue attempts unsuccessful 
due to beavy seas. ARS on Bcene and will 
make rescue attempta at first light. CE to 
move JP-4 from Danang to An Hoa. 

23Dec - YOG 76 rescue attempts unsaccesstul due to 
8-10 toot surt in channel. No indication at 
bottom damage to YOG,or that YOG is in 
danger of breaking up. ARS standing by to 
assist when weather abates. Tan MY RMK/BRJ 
Tug Far.mer capsized and sank in channel 
220 945H. 
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11Dec - Committed for a daily shuttle of 200,000

lbs of ammo from Danang to An Hoa via C123.
CE to move switchboard from Danang to Dong
Ha.

12Dec - CE to move 147 PAX and cargo for Operation
TAYLOR COMMON.

13Dec - CE to move 1100 PAX and cargo from Quang
Tri to An Hoa and 155 PAX and cargo from
Dong Ha to An Hoa.

14Dec - CE to move 1100 PAX and cargo from Quang
Tri to An Hoa and 70 PAX and cargo from Dong
Ha to An Hoa. CE to move generator and
electrical equipment from Danang to An Hoa.
Dredge Sandcasterdamaged when dredging in the
mouth of Porfume River at approx 140935H by
explosion thought to be caused by a dud
mortar round.

15Dec - CE to move 215 PAX from Danang to Baldy.

16Dec - Seatrain Carolina departed for Okinawa with
134 S/T retrograde cargo.

18Dec - American Corsair departed for CONUS with 371
S/T retrograde cargo.

19Dec - Requirement for daily ammo shuttle from Chu
Lai to Minh Long via C7A aircraft, delayed
due to status of Minh Long airfield.

20Dec - CE to move radar gear from Danang to Phu Bai.

21Dec - LCM-8 No. 857 hit mine causing light damage
at Dong Ha/Cua Viet.

22Dec - Quang Tri line mined near Camp Evans in
several places. Repairs will take approx 2
days. Tan My YOG 76 went aground port side
of channel. Rescue attempts unsuccessful
due to heavy seas. ARS on scene and will
make rescue attempts at first light. CE to
move JP-4 from Danang to An Hoa.

23Dec - YOG 76 rescue attempts unsuccessful due to
8-10 foot surf in channel. No indication of
bottom damage to YOG or that YOG is in
danger of breaking up. ARS standing by to
assist when weather abates. Tan My RMK/BRJ
Tug Farmer capsized and sank in channel
220945H.
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No personnel casualties. Channel considered 
blocked until ~ug Farmer located/salvaged. 
Port of !an My closed. 

24Dec - CE to move cannon assembly from Danang to 
Dong Ha. Minh Long airfield opened. YOG 
freed from Tan MY channel at 241030H and towed 
to Danang by Reclaimer. 

25Dec - CE to move JP-4 from Danang to An Hoa. Ammo 
shuttle cQmmittment to Minh long started. 
Quang Tri line repaired (see 22Dec entry). 
Port of Tan MY opened. Tug Farmer not located 
as of this date. 

26Dec - Camp Evans airfield closed for repair until 
approximately 6Jan69. Quang Tri airfield 
closed until 27Dec for repair. Gretna Victory 
departed for Barstow with 345 SIT retrograde 
cargo. Tug Farmer located and is not 
blocking channel. 

27Dec - Quang Tri opened. OK to move JP-4 from 
Danang to An Hoa. Transglobe departed for 
Okinawa with 532 SIT retrograde cargo. 

28Dec - Grove City Victory departed for Subic/Hawaii 
with 59 SIT retrograde cargo. 

31Dec - An Hoa airfield closed by 834th Air Division. 
Ha Thanh opened to C1A aircraft. 

d. Engineer. 

(1) Road and Bridge Resume. Incidents of enemy harass­
ment and interdictions on primary lines of communication declined 
slightly from the previous month. Five (5) bridges and five (5) 
culverts were damaged or destroyed. New construction during the 
month produced twelve (12) new bridges and thirty-nine (39) new 
culverts while repairs continued on sixteen (16) bridges. 150 
feet of tactical bridging was installed. Asphalt paving of QL-l 
between Chu Lai and Tam Ky by the 9th Engineer battalion, with 
Seabee equipment, commenced during the month, with 5.1 ~ of 
two-lane highway paved. 

(2) Vietnamese National Railroad. Restoration of the 
Danang -Hue segment of tne railroad has continued rapidly and is 
nearing completion. A 150 toot bridge northwest of Lang Co was 
completed on 24 December and repairs to a 160 foot bridge east 
of Phu Loc were completed on 31 December. Only twelve (12) 
kilometers of track remain to be restored, and the entire 103 
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No personnel casualties. Channel considered
blocked until Tug Farmer located/salvaged.
Port of Tan My closed.

24Dec - CE to move cannon assembly from Danang to
Dong Ha. Minh Long airfield opened. YOG
freed from Tan My channel at 241030H and towed
to Danang by Reclaimer.

25Dec - CE to move JP-4 from Danang to An Hoa. Ammo
shuttle committment to Minh long started.
Quang Tri line repaired (see 22Dec entry).
Port of Tan My opened. Tug Farmer not located
as of this date.

26Dec - Camp Evans airfield closed for repair until
approximately 6Jan69. Quang Tri airfield
closed until 27Dec for repair. Gretna Victory
departed for Barstow with 345 S/T retrograde
cargo. Tug Farmer located and is not
blocking channel.

27Dec - Quang Tri opened. CE to move JP-4 from
Danang to An Hoa. Transglobe departed for
Okinawa with 532 S/T retrograde cargo.

28Dec - Grove City Victory departed for Subic/Hawaii
with 59 S/T retrograde cargo.

31Dec - An Hoa airfield closed by 834th Air Division.
Ha Thanh opened to C7A aircraft.

d. Engineer.

(1) Road and Bridge Resume. Incidents of enemy harass-
ment and interdictions on primary lines of communication declined
slightly from the previous month. Five (5) bridges and five (5)
culverts were damaged or destroyed. New construction during the
month produced twelve (12) new bridges and thirty-nine (39) new
culverts while repairs continued on sixteen (16) bridges. 750
feet of tactical bridging was installed. Asphalt paving of QL-1
between Chu Lai and Tam Ky by the 9th Engineer battalion, with
Seabee equipment, commenced during the month, with 5.7 Kms of
two-lane highway paved.

(2) Vietnamese National Railroad. Restoration of the

Danang -Hue segment of the railroad has continued rapidly and is

nearing completion. A 150 foot bridge northwest of Lang Co was
completed on 24 December and repairs to a 160 foot bridge east
of Phu Loc were completed on 31 December. Only twelve (12)
kilometers of track remain to be restored, and the entire 103
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kilometers between Danang and Hue should be completed well 
ahead of the previously estimated 1 February completion date. 

(3) An Boa Airfield/Combat Base. The 3500 foot run­
way and turnarounds were completely resurfaced with AM-2 
Aluminum Matting, the runwa7 was widened from 60 feet to 72 
feet, and the taxiways and parking aprons were resurfaced with 
MBAl Steel Matting. The runway was closed for these repairs 
on 3 December, and was reopened again on 8 December. A 140 
foot by 400 foot Logistic Support Area was completed for 
operations on 10 December, and ac •• lerated efforts continued 
through this month in accomplishing the construction of new 
ammo storage areas, new refueling facilities, and many other 
cantonment facilities to support increased combat operations 
in this area. 

e. Food Services. 

(1) On S December, Force Order PIOllO.5 (III MAP Menu 
Service) was approved for publication and will become effective 
on 1 February 1969. 

(2) The monthly meeting of the III MAF Food Service 
Planning Board was held at Camp Horn on 9 December. 

(3) On 10 December FLC assumed control of the jrmy Class 
I dump at Quang Tri. The Marine Corps now provides all Class 
I Support in the Quang Tri - Deng Ha complex. 

(4) The III MAF SUbsistance Operational Analysis Report 
for the month of Nov •• ber was submitted to HQMO on 19Dec. Data 
highlights follow: 

Value of nAn and nBft Rations Issued 
Value of MCI'. issued 
Average Daily Fed "An and nB" Rations 
Average Daily Fed MCI's 
Daily Average Cost to Feed "A" and "Bn 
Daily Average Cost to Feed "A", "B" & MCI's 
Pounds of Bread Manufactured . 
Pounds of Bread received from Army 
Gallons of Milk Purchased (Foremost) 
Gallons of Ice Cream Purchased (Foremost) 
Gallons of Ice Cream Manufactured 
Pounds of Ice Purchased (Commercial) 
Nu.ber of Rations Sold 
Cash Collected for Meala Sold 
Total expenditures for Class I Supplies 
for Nov U.S. and ROK forces 
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kilometers between Danang and Hue should be completed well
ahead of the previously estimated 1 February completion date.

(3) An Hoa Airfield/Combat Base. The 3500 foot run-
way and turnarounds were completely resurfaced with AM-2
Aluminum Matting, the runway was widened from 60 feet to 72
feet, and the taxiways and parking aprons were resurfaced with
M8A1 Steel Matting. The runway was closed for these repairson 3 December, and was reopened again on 8 December. A 140
foot by 400 foot Logistic Support Area was completed for
operations on 10 December, and accelerated efforts continued
through this month in accomplishing the construction of new
ammo storage areas, new refueling facilities, and many other
cantonment facilities to support increased combat operations
in this area.

Food Services.e.

(1) On 5 December, Force Order P10110.5 (III MAF Menu
Service) was approved for publication and will become effective
on 1 February 1969.

(2) The monthly meeting of the III MAF Food Service
Planning Board was held at Camp Horn on 9 December.

(3) On 10 December FLC assumed control of the Army Class
I dump at Quang Tri. The Marine Corps now provides all Class
I Support in the Quang Tri - Dong Ha complex.

(4) The III MAF Subsistance Operational Analysis Reportfor the month of November was submitted to HQMC on 19Dec. Data
highlights follow:

Value of "A" and "B" Rations Issued $3,026,571.19
Value of MCI's issued $1, 256,613.73
Average Daily Fed "A" and "B" Rations 77,885
Average Daily Fed MCI's 19,460
Daily Average Cost to Feed "A" and "B" $1.2953
Daily Average Cost to Feed "A", "B" & MCI's $1.4666Pounds of Bread Manufactured 639,544
Pounds of Bread received from Army 55,968Gallons of Milk Purchased (Foremost) 408,580
Gallons of Ice Cream Purchased (Foremost) 64,677Gallons of Ice Cream Manufactured 3,167
Pounds of Ice Purchased (Commercial) 8,665,094Number of Rations Sold 9,088Cash Collected for Meals Sold $13,068.77Total expenditures for Class I Supplies
for Nov U.S. and ROK forces $5,462,652.64
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f. Motor Transport 

(1) Statistics for the month of December for the 
five motor transports are as follows: 

Mileage: 
Tonnage: 
Passengers: 

354,161 
49,334 
95,506 

(2) on 1 and 2 December the FMFPac NT Supervisor's 
Course was conducted for members of FLC. This serTice was 
performed for the 1st Marine Division from 4 to 24 December. 

(3) On 3 December Major J.N. EGGLESTON departed III 
MAF at the completion of his tour of duty. CWO PAGB assumed 
duties as Force Motor Transport Officer until the arrival of 
LtCol K.D. BARIBS on 23 December. 

(4) On 6 December instruction on the Ml23llC Truck 
Tractor was completed, and the team departed for Okinawa on 
the following day. 

(5) On 31 December the Multifuel Instruction Team 
arrived from Okinawa under the charge of Captain J. BROWN. 

g. Ordnance 

(1) The direct exchange of chrome chambered rifles to 
III MAF units and initial issue of Ml6Al rifles to lstMAW, 1st 
FSR, and 7th Bulk Fuel continues. The status of the program is 

, as follows: 

Ca) Maneuver Units. 100% equipped with chrome 
chambered rifles. Rifles on hand total approximately 28,782 
(Reported in November Chronology). 

(b) Combat Support and Combat Service Support 
Units. 96% equipped with chrome chambered rifles. Chrome 
chambered and standard chambered rifles on hand total 
approximately 25,825 and 1,121 respectively. standard chambered 
rifles are in the process of being exchanged at the present time. 

(0) Initial Issue. Total remaining initial issue 
requirements for III MAF are as follows: 

1st MAW 
1st FSR 
7th Bulk Fuel 

Total 

33 

3,963 
3,885 
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f. Motor Transport

(1) Statistics for the month of December for the
five motor transports are as follows:

354,161Mileage:
49,334Tonnage:
95,506Passengers:

(2) On 1 and 2 December the FMFPac MT Supervisor's
Course was conducted for members of FLC. This service was
performed for the 1st Marine Division from 4 to 24 December.

(3) On 3 December Major J.N. EGGLESTON departed III
MAF at the completion of his tour of duty. CWO PAGE assumed
duties as Force Motor Transport Officer until the arrival of
LtCol K.D. BARNES on 23 December.

(4) On 6 December instruction on the M123A1C Truck
Tractor was completed, and the team departed for Okinawa on
the following day.

(5) on 31 December the Multifuel Instruction Team
arrived from Okinawa under the charge of Captain J. BROWN.

g. Ordnance

(1) The direct exchange of chrome chambered rifles to
III MAF units and initial issue of M16A1 rifles to 1stMAW, 1st
FSR, and 7th Bulk Fuel continues. The status of the program is
as follows:

(a) Maneuver Units. 100% equipped with chrome
chambered rifles. Rifles on hand total approximately 28,782
(Reported in November Chronology).

(b) Combat Support and Combat Service Support
Units. 96% equipped with chrome chambered rifles. Chrome
chambered and standard chambered rifles on hand total
approximately 25,825 and 1,121 respectively. Standard chambered
rifles are in the process of being exchanged at the present time.

(c) Initial Issue. Total remaining initial issue
requirements for III MAF are as follows:

3,9631st MAW
3,8851st FSR

1557th Bulk Fuel
Total 8,003
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(2) As of 30 November 1968, there was a total of 3,321 

short tons of suspended ammunition in the ASP'. on which disposition 
instructions from CMC had not been received. During the period 
1 December to 31 December, an additional 3406.9 short tons of 
ammunition was suspended, bringing the total number of short tons 
in the ASP's to 6727.9. During the month of December, disposition 
instructions from CKC were received on 112.9 short tons of 
suspended ammunition, thus reducing the quantity to 6615 short 
tons. 

(3) 21 Ml01 l15mm Guns are currently being held at 
FLC pending spare parts distribution and deprocessing. Firing 
tables for the Ml01's have been mailed direct to the batteries 
affected and a provisional ISSA is being formalized by CMC and 
the Department of the Army for technical assistance in 
deprocessing and initial deployment. 

h. Supply 

(1) Currently, approximately 93~ of the in-country 
requirements for lightweight rainsuits have been satisfied. 
The quantity to be delivered to the Third Force Service Regiment 
for contingency Reserve, replenishment aDd available for issue 
(in preparation for the 1969-1970 Monsoon Season) exceeds 56,000. 

(2) Increased emphasis has been placed on the recovery 
of lightweight utilities in order to reduce requirements for new 
procurement. Force Bulletin 4400 of 2lDec68 was published 
directing command attention to this matter. Additionally, the 
Third Force Service Regiment will provide a monthly report to 
this Headquarters reflecting total monthly recoveries. 

(3) The rehabilitation of unserviceable but reparable 
lightweight utilities was studied during the month. The Pur­
chasing and Contracting Officer, III Marine Amphibious Force, 
has invited price quotations and is obtaining work samples prior 
to determining the practicability of a rehabilitation program. 

(4) In an effort to determine the impact of various 
stockage criteria, major commands have been requested to provide 
statistical data to this office. Data will be analyzed and the 
results and a recommendation will be forwarded to the Commanding 
General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific. 

(5) Planning for the 1969-1910 Monsoon, including 
analysis of past and projected requirements, has been completed. 
Notable is the reduction of line items to be force fed to using 
units. This reduction was determined to be essential because 
the force feeding of quantities based on requirements submitted 
almost 8 months in advance of need generated excesses at the 
using unit level. Additionally, the requisitioning of required 
items will eliminate unnecessary management programs. 
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(2) As of 30 November 1968, there was a total of 3,321
short tons of suspended ammunition in the ASP's on which disposition
instructions from CMC had not been received. During the period
1 December to 31 December, an additional 3406.9 short tons of
ammunition was suspended, bringing the total number of short tons
in the ASP's to 6727.9. During the month of December, disposition
instructions from CMC were received on 112.9 short tons of

suspended ammunition, thus reducing the quantity to 6615 short

tons.

(3) 21 M107 175mm Guns are currently being held at
FLC pending spare parts distribution and deprocessing. Firing
tables for the M107's have been mailed direct to the batteries
affected and a provisional ISSA is being formalized by CMC and

the Department of the Army for technical assistance in

deprocessing and initial deployment.

h. Supply

(1) Currently, approximately 93% of the in-country
requirements for lightweight rainsuits have been satisfied.
The quantity to be delivered to the Third Force Service Regiment
for Contingency Reserve, replenishment and available for issue

(in preparation for the 1969-1970 Monsoon Season) exceeds 56,000.

(2) Increased emphasis has been placed on the recovery
of lightweight utilities in order to reduce requirements for new

procurement. Force Bulletin 4400 of 21Dec68 was published
directing command attention to this matter. Additionally, the

Third Force Service Regiment will provide a monthly report to

this Headquarters reflecting total monthly recoveries.

(3) The rehabilitation of unserviceable but reparable
lightweight utilities was studied during the month. The Pur-

chasing and Contracting Officer, III Marine Amphibious Force,
has invited price quotations and is obtaining work samples prior
to determining the practicability of a rehabilitation program.

(4) In an effort to determine the impact of various

stockage criteria, major commands have been requested to provide
statistical data to this office. Data will be analyzed and the
results and a recommendation will be forwarded to the Commanding
General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.

(5) Planning for the 1969-1970 Monsoon, including
analysis of past and projected requirements, has been completed.
Notable is the reduction of line items to be force fed to using
units. This reduction was determined to be essential because
the force feeding of quantities based on requirements submitted
almost 8 months in advance of need generated excesses at the

using unit level. Additionally, the requisitioning of required
items will eliminate unnecessary management programs.
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(6) A conference concerning the transfer of res-
ponsibility for processing personal ettects and baggage 
in the Phu Bai area was held on 23 Dece.bar 1968. As a 
result, effective IS January 1969, the 26th General Support 
Group, U. S. Army will assume these duties. (Force Logistic 
Support Group-Alpha, currently responsible, is being deactivated). 
The Force Assistant Supply Officer represented the III Marine 
Amphibious Force and directed the conference. Representatives 
from the following commands were present: Force Logistic 
Command, Force Logistic Support Group-Alpha, 26th General 
Support Group, XXIV Corps, USA Support Command (Danang) and the 
Naval Support Activity (Danang). 

i. Medical 

(1) !he total average patient load for the two Medical 
Battalions and 1st Hospital Company was 362 with a total of 
1448 admitted and 301 patients evacuated out of country. $14 
pints of whole blood were expended to use. 

(2) Information relative to III HAP in-patient treat-
ment facilities is as follows: 

TAOR UNIT AUTa BEDS ACT IKDS AVG CENSUS %OCC 

Quang Tri 3d Ked En (-) 240 140 74 53 
3d KarDiv 

CSB Vander- C-Co (-) 10 
grift 3d MedEn 

Dong Ha D-Co 15 1$ 6 40 
3d KedBn 

Danang 1st MedIh 240 180 111 62 
1st MarDiv 

Danang 1st HospCo 100 100 70 70 
1st MarDiv 

(3) The USS Sanctuary (AH-17) was LogSup III MAF the 
entire month of December. The USS Repose (AH-16) was LogSup 
III MAP from 1 December 1968 until 26 December 1968. Departed 
for Subic Bay for Up-Keep, 27 December 1968 and will return 
LogSup III MAP on 7 January 1969. Both ships were on station 
at the below listed locations as the tactical situation required. 

(a) Quang Tri - Dong Ha operating area 
(b) Northern Station - approximately equidistant 

from Phu Bai and Wunder Beach 
( c ) Danang Harbor 
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(6) A conference concerning the transfer of res-

ponsibility for processing personal effects and baggage
in the Phu Bai area was held on 23 December 1968. As a

result, effective 15 January 1969, the 26th General Support
Group, U. S. Army will assume these duties. (Force Logistic
Support Group-Alpha, currently responsible, is being deactivated) .

The Force Assistant Supply Officer represented the III Marine

Amphibious Force and directed the conference. Representatives
from the following commands were present: Force Logistic
Command, Force Logistic Support Group-Alpha, 26th General

Support Group, XXIV Corps, USA Support Command (Danang) and the
Naval Support Activity (Danang).

i. Medical

(1) The total average patient load for the two Medical
Battalions and 1st Hospital Company was 362 with a total of

1448 admitted and 301 patients evacuated out of country. 514

pints of whole blood were expended to use.

(2) Information relative to III MAF in-patient treat-
ment facilities is as follows:

%OCCAUTH BEDS ACT BEDS AVG CENSUSUNITTAOR

53741402403d Med Bn (-)Quang Tri
3d MarDiv

10C-Co (-)CSB Vander-
3d MedBngrift

4061515D-CoDong Ha
3d MedBn

62180 1112401st MedBnDanang
1st MarDiv

70701001001st HospCoDanang
1st MarDiv

(3) The USS Sanctuary (AH-17) was LogSup III MAF the

entire month of December. The USS Repose (AH-16) was LogSup
III MAF from 1 December 1968 until 26 December 1968. Departed
for Subic Bay for Up-Keep, 27 December 1968 and will return

LogSup III MAF on 7 January 1969. Both ships were on station

at the below listed locations as the tactical situation required.

(a) Quang Tri - Dong Ha operating area
Northern Station - approximately equidistant(b)
from Phu Bai and Wunder Beach
Danang Harbor(c)
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(4) III MAP Med1cal Department strength as of 31Dec68 

is as to1lows: 

2100 2.300 HM's 
A11ow/OB A;!:loW/OB A1low/OB 

1st MarDiv 90 75 17 14 1137 1224 

3rd MarDiv 74 68 14- 1.3 1075 984 

1st MAW .34 34 2 3 234 194 

FLC/lstFSR 13 8 7 4 166 149 

III MAF Hq 2 2 rl 11 2~ 2~ Totals 2I) 18'8 

(5) Figures shown under III MAF Headquarters include 
126 Hospital Corpsman assigned for the Combined Action Program. 
as to110ws: 

CAG #1 CAG #2 CAG 13 CAG 14-
(Chu Lai) (Danang) (Phu Bai) (Quang Tri) 

26 49 35 16 

(6) There was no dispersal of insecticides accomplished 
during the month of December 1968. 

(7) Col B. R. UNGER, MC USAF, Chief of Professional 
Services, Ottice ot the Command Surgeon, ~OV and Maj L. O. 
PRATT, WC USAF, Nursing Advisor, visited facilities ICTZ period 
7-11 December 1968. 

(8) Cdr H. E. DANIEL, MSC USN arriYed 29 December 1968 
and relieved Cdr W. B. MC DUFFIE, MSC USN al Administrative 
Assistant to the Force Surgeon on 1 Janu~ 1969. 
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(4) III MAF Medical Department strength as of 31Dec68
is as follows:

23002100 HM's
Allow/OHAllow/OH Allow/OH

1137 12241475 17901st MarDiv

98468 10751474 133rd MarDiv

19423434 34 2 31st MAW

1498 16647FLC/1stFSR 13

13813432 32III MAF Hq
268943188213 274637Totals

(5) Figures shown under III MAF Headquarters include
126 Hospital Corpsman assigned for the Combined Action Program.
as follows:

CAG #4CAG #3CAG #2CAG #1
(Quang Tri)(Phu Bai)(Danang)(Chu Lai)

16354926

(6) There was no dispersal of insecticides accomplished
during the month of December 1968.

Col H. R. UNGER, MC USAF, Chief of Professional(7)
Services, office of the Command Surgeon, MACV and Maj L. O.
PRATT, NC USAF, Nursing Advisor, visited facilities ICTZ period
7-11 December 1968.

(8) Cdr H. E. DANIEL, MSC USN arrived 29 December 1968
and relieved Cdr W. B. MC DUFFIE, MSC USN as Administrative
Assistant to the Force Surgeon on 1 January 1969.
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7. o.ptroller 

a. Slgni.:f'icant Events for l)eceaber 

6th Piaster Expenditure Control CoIJaittee meeting conducted. Discussed 
Piaster Expenditure and. AIK Budget execution. 

7th LtGol. FORD to TAD, Saigon to discus. establishment at crecU.t unions 
with congressional sUbcommittee. 

9th LtGol. FORD from TAD, Saigon. 
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7. Comptroller

a. Significant Events for December

6th Piaster Expenditure Control Committee meeting conducted. Discussed

Piaster Expenditure and AIK Budget execution.

7th LtCol. FORD to TAD, Saigon to discuss establishment of credit unions

with congressional subcommittee.

9th LtCol. FORD from TAD, Saigon.
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8. Oivil Atraira. 

a. Objectivea. ~e baaic Gbjectivea er tile III 
Marine Aapb.ibiGua Porce Oiv1l Utaira pregr .. l'eaain 
tile ..... 

b. Oivic Action. 

::11 

(1) Xilitary civic actian projec'. continue on 
the inc~ea.e during Dec.-ber with a noted imprOT8Bent ot 
active participation Dr the populace. Ol •• e~ .oordination 
ot civic aetian project. at all l.vels betw •• n ~ and 
GVI otticials is one ot the deciding tactor. contributing 
to the overall auec.as ot the program. 

(2) _ap.cially note.o~t~ this month is the 
.Tid.nced oa..Pad.ahip betw •• n us/FWKAP Forces and the 
local populace that vas Dro~gbt tort~ due to the Christ­
mas helida7 celeb~atiQDs i. whioh numerous gitts were 
distribute" 'by FWMAlP. MaD.,. hamlet. and villagea placed 
a nB (TB'l' lik.) impertanoe n the Ohriatu.a celebrationa. 
A large n~ber of sooial gatheriDga vel'. held b7 the 
people or the hamlet. and village. in hono~ ot FWMAP in 
respectiv. areas. Th. sentiaeat expressed .a. on. ot 
unity of cau.e. clo •• triendship and gratitud.. !hi. 
,004 relationship between FWMlF aDd the local populace 
has continu.d to produce valuable intelligence informa­
tion to militarJ unita thPoughout I Corp •• 

(3) Although MEDOAP's continue to be one or 
the ... t effective civic action proJect., aev.ral new 
innovation. have been introduoed "uring this period • 
•• t.worthy ha. b •• n the introduction of 15 •• chaDical 
oultivators in !bua ~hian Provine •• which caus.d wid. 
spread int.reat and utilization b7 rice tar.aers of the 
area. 

(4) Boted during thia month haa heen the in­
orea8ed inter.at by the people in s.lt-iaprov ... nt and 
the improved ooordination betw.en the populao. and GVB 
.t.ticials. 
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8. Civil Affairs.

a. Objectives. The basic objectives of the III
Marine Amphibious Force Civil Affairs program remain
the same.

b. Civic Action.

(1) Military civic action projects continue on
the increase during December with a noted improvement of
active participation by the populace. Cleser coordination
of civic action projects at all levels between FINAF and
GVN officials is one of the deciding factors contributing
to the overall success of the program.

(2) Especially noteworthy this month is the
evidenced comradeship between US/FWMAF Forces and the
local populace that was brought forth due to the Christ-
mas holiday celebrations in which numerous gifts were
distributed by FWMAF. Many hamlets and villages placed
a new (TET like) importance on the Christmas celebrations.
A large number of social gatherings were held by the
people of the hamlets and villages in honor of FWMAP in
respective areas. The sentiment expressed was one of
unity of cause, close friendship and gratitude. This
good relationship between FWMAF and the local populace
has continued to produce valuable intelligence informa-
tion to military units throughout I Corps.

(3) Although MEDCAP'S continue to be one of
the most effective civic action projects, several new
innovations have been introduced during this period.
Noteworthy has been the introduction of 15 mechanical
cultivators in Thua Thien Province, which caused wide
spread interest and utilization by rice farmers of the
area.

(4) Noted during this month has been the in-
creased interest by the people in self-improvement and
the improved coordination between the populace and GVN
officials.
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9. PSYCHOLCGICAL WARFARE OPERATIONS 

a. Chieu. Hoi Program. 281 enemy personnel rallied during the reporting 
period. 

b. Stataticsl 

Total leaflets distribu.ted by air: 280,664,918 
Total hand distribu.teda 4,162,425 
Total number hours US grd/waterborne lou.dspeaker broadcasts 
2,963105/30115 
Total number aerial loudspeaker broadcasts 517&00 
Total posters produ.cedl 29,131 
Total movies shownl 125 
Total cu.ltu.ral drama performancesl 94 

c. Campaign Support, number of leaflets/air broadcastsl 

Lfte (air Dro.EEed). Broadcas t lirs 

(1 ) Chieu. Hoi 2t9 ,851 , 938 265155 
(2) Anti VC/NVA 22,866,890 92:25 

(3~ Support GVN 19,252,650 92:40 
(4 Rewards 18,681,500 66:00 

d. Tactical PSYOP in su.pport of Major Operations: 

OPERATION LETS DROPPED AIR BOOST HRS 

(1~ Nevade Eagle 15,601,650 59a03 
(2 Vernon Lake II 10,192,000 40:25 (}j Hardin Falls 130,000 None 
(4 Fqette Canyon 3,116,900 6155 
(5 Scotland 5,986,200 29:50 
(6) Dawson River 6,548,000 18:00 
(1) Kentucky 6,896,600 14,00 

~;~ Napoleon/Saline 5,592,800 16,30 
Marshall Mountain 4,615,000 13145 

(

1°l Lancaster 161,000 :50 
( 11 Meade River .20 
('12 Taylor Common 620,000 2155 

'Air) 

e. Kit Carson Scout Activities. Cognizance over the Kit Carson Scout 
Program has been transferred from PSYOPS to the G-2 Section. Accordingly, 
the xes input to the Psychological Operations COlllJlla.lld Chronology is deleted 
for the month of December. 

f. Narrative Summary. 

(1 ) General. 
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9. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE OPERATIONS

Chieu Hoi Program. 287 enemy personnel rallied during the reportinga.
period.

b. Statistics:

(1) Total leaflets distributed by air: 280,664,978
(2) Total hand distributed: 4,162,425
(3) Total number hours US grd/waterborne loudspeaker broadcasts

2,963805/30:15
(4) Total number aerial loudspeaker broadcasts 517:00
(5) Total posters produced: 29,737
(6) Total movies shown: 725

(7) Total cultural drama performances: 94

c. Campaign Support, number of leaflets/air broadcasts:

Lfts (air Dropped) Broadcast Hrs (Air)

(1) Chieu Hoi 219,857,938 265:55
(2) Anti VC/NVA 22,866,890 92:25
(3) Support GVN 19,252,650 92:40
(4) Rewards 18,687,500 66:00

d. Tactical PSYOP in support of Major Operations:

LFTS DROPPED AIR BDCST HRSOPERATION

(1) Nevade Eagle 15,607,650 59:03
(2) Vernon Lake II 10,792,000 40:25
(3) Hardin Falls 130,000 None
(4) Fayette Canyon 6:553,716,900
(5) Scotland 5,986,200 29:50
(6) Dawson River 6,548,000 18:00

6,896,600(7) Kentucky 14:00

(8) Napoleon/Saline 16:305,592,800
(9) Marshall Mountain 4,615,000 13:45
(10) Lancaster 761,000 :50
(11) Meade River $20

(12) Taylor Common 620,000 2:55

e. Kit Carson Scout Activities. Cognizance over the Kit Carson Scout
Program has been transferred from PSYOPS to the G-2 Section. Accordingly,
the KCS input to the Psychological Operations Command Chronology is deleted
for the month of December.

f. Narrative Summary.

(1) General.
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(a) The III MA.F monthly PSYOP Conference convened on 20 December 

at the III MAF Headquarters, with representatives of III l~ PSYOP, CORDS/ 
PSYOP, CORDS/Chieu Hoi, 7th PSYOP Battalion, and major US, ARTh and RODIC 
tactical units in attendance. The agenda included discussion of security 
for the Quang Ng.ai Chieu Hoi center; summation of PSYOP support for the 
Nguyen Trai Campaign; and reviews of the status of the Accelerated Pacifi­
cation Campaign, the Chieu Hoi inducement rewards campaign, and the Chieu 
Hoi Center Visitation program. 

(b) Third Marine Division instituted operational employment of leaf­
let loaded artillery rounds. After overcoming initial fusing and packing 
problems, the Third Marine Division is now successfully utilizing these 
ro~ds for PSYOP targeted against otherwise inaocessihle enemy units in 
Northern areas. 

(c) During the month of December, the Third 11arine Division emplaced 
40 transistorized "mini-radios" in bunkers and along trails in the m'iZ. 
These inexpensive radios, capable of air dissemination as well as hand 
emplacement, are intended for discovery and use by NVA troops. It is 
anticipated that these radios, capable of receiving Radio HUE, will be a 
practical means of delivering non-Communist versions of news develop­
ments, particularly news of the Paris Ta.lka, to the NVA soldier. 

(2) Chi.uHoi Campaign. 

(a) A total of 287 Hoi Chanhs rallied in ICTZ during December, bring­
ing the yearly total for the III MAF/I Corps 1968 Chieu Hoi Campaign to 
),118 Hoi Chanhs. This surpasses the 1967 ICTZ total of 2,5)9 Hoi Chanhs. 

(b) During December, a new program was initiated to arrange tours of 
Chieu Hoi Centers for civilians from contested areas. In ~ang Tri Province, 
a tour was arranged for 100 families, man;y of wom were known to have rel­
atives in the Viet Cong. The visitors talked to ralliers in the center and 
listened to speeches explaining the ChieuHoi Program. The visitors provided 
the names of more than 1()() Nlatives in the Viet Cong, and individual letters 
are to be written to these Viet Cong encouraging them. to nally. Similar 
tours were conducted on two occasions at the Danang Chiiw. Hoi Center. In 
Danang, the tours included visits to the Lam Son Armed Propaganda. Company 
compound. 

(}) Anti NVA Campaign. 

(a) During the month of December, NVA tactical activity remained at 
a relatively low level, with the result that PSYOP exploitation of NVA unit 
vulnerabilities placed less emphasis on ene~ casualties and greater emphasis 
e11 such continuing vulnerabili ties as food shortages, hardships, and lack 
of medical supplies. 
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(a) The III MAF monthly PSYOP Conference convened on 20 December
at the III MAF Headquarters, with representatives of III MAF PSYOP, CORDS/
PSYOP, CORDS/Chieu Hoi, 7th PSYOP Battalion, and major US, ARVN and ROKMC
tactical units in attendance. The agenda included discussion of security
for the Quang Ngai Chieu Hoi center; summation of PSYOP support for the
Nguyen Trai Campaign; and reviews of the status of the Accelerated Pacifi-
cation Campaign, the Chieu Hoi inducement rewards campaign, and the Chieu
Hoi Center Visitation program.

(b) Third Marine Division instituted operational employment of leaf-
let loaded artillery rounds. After overcoming initial fusing and packing
problems, the Third Marine Division is now successfully utilizing these
rounds for PSYOP targeted against otherwise inaccessible enemy units in
Northern areas.

(c) During the month of December, the Third Marine Division emplaced
40 transistorized "mini-radios" in bunkers and along trails in the DMZ.
These inexpensive radios, capable of air dissemination as well as hand
emplacement, are intended for discovery and use by NVA troops. It is
anticipated that these radios, capable of receiving Radio HUE, will be a
practical means of delivering non-Communist versions of news develop-
ments, particularly news of the Paris Talks, to the NVA soldier.

(2) Chieu Hoi Campaign.

(a) A total of 287 Hoi Chanhs rallied in ICTZ during December, bring-
ing the yearly total for the III MAF/I Corps 1968 Chieu Hoi Campaign to
3,118 Hoi Chanhs. This surpasses the 1967 ICTZ total of 2,539 Hoi Chanhs.

(b) During December, a new program was initiated to arrange tours of
Chieu Hoi Centers for civilians from contested areas. In Quang Tri Province,
a tour was arranged for 100 families, many of whom were known to have rel-
atives in the Viet Cong. The visitors talked to ralliers in the center and
listened to speeches explaining the Chieu Hoi Program. The visitors provided
the names of more than 100 relatives in the Viet Cong, and individual letters
are to be written to these Viet Cong encouraging them to rally. Similar
tours were conducted on two occasions at the Danang Chieu Hoi Center. In
Danang, the tours included visits to the Lam Son Armed Propaganda Company
compound.

(3) Anti NVA Campaign.

(a) During the month of December, NVA tactical activity remained at
a relatively low level, with the result that PSYOP exploitation of NVA unit
vulnerabilities placed less emphasis on enemy casualties and greater emphasis
en such continuing vulnerabilities as food shortages, hardships, and lack
of medical supplies.
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(4) Anti VC Campaign. 

(a) PSYOP activity targeted against the Viet Cong emphasized the 
"Denounce the Viet Cong Infrastructure" (DVCI) Campaign. PSYOP sUpport 
of the DVCI Campaign continued to saturate new areas with propaganda as 
additional hamlets were W1covered in the progress of the Accelerated P.a.o­
ification Campaign. 

(b) Americal Division integrated it's PSYOP efforts in support of 
the DVCI Campaign with efforts to counter local VC elections, supplementing 
"most-wanted VCI" rewards leaflets with appeals to boycott false eleotions. 

(5) Support GVN Campaign. 

(a) PSYOP activity conducted in support of the Government of South 
Vietnam was concerned primarily with aupport of the Accelerated Pacification 
Campaign. The emphasis of this support was placed on "face-to-face" PSYOP, 
including the use of APT's and PRU's, the utilization of HE team loudspeakers 
for speeches by local officials, and hand distribution of newspapers and 
handbills informing civilians of developments in the Paris negotiations. 

(b) In order to increase and improve dissemination of news among 
the rural populace, III MAF PSYOP and I Corps POLWAR have begun joint pro­
duction of the bi-weekly newspaper, ~!!!a. This small, -out highly re­
garded, newspaper is a collection of relevant news articles culled from 
Saigon newspapers flown daily to Danang. Initial circulation was }O,OOO 
copies of each bi-weekly edition; 7th PSYOP Battalion has now increased 
production to 50,000 copies per edition in order to meet the increasing 
demand. 

(6) Civilian Rewards Campaign. The III MAF/I Corps Civilian Rewards 
program yielded 966 instanoes of rewards pa~ents to Vietnamese civilians 
for information leading to the recovery of weapons and explosives. This 
brings the yearly total for 1968 to 8,828 rewards inoidents, which is a 
quantum increase over the 1967 total of 1,08}. 
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(4) Anti VC Campaign.

(a) PSYOP activity targeted against the Viet Cong emphasized the
"Denounce the Viet Cong Infrastructure" (DVCI) Campaign. PSYOP support
of the DVCI Campaign continued to saturate new areas with propaganda as
additional hamlets were uncovered in the progress of the Accelerated Pac-
ification Campaign.

(b) Americal Division integrated it's PSYOP efforts in support of
the DVCI Campaign with efforts to counter local VC elections, supplementing
"most-wanted VCI" rewards leaflets with appeals to boycott false elections.

(5) Support GVN Campaign.

(a) PSYOP activity conducted in support of the Government of South
Vietnam was concerned primarily with support of the Accelerated Pacification
Campaign. The emphasis of this support was placed on "face-to-face" PSYOP,
including the use of APT's and PRU's, the utilization of HE team loudspeakers
for speeches by local officials, and hand distribution of newspapers and
handbills informing civilians of developments in the Paris negotiations.

(b) In order to increase and improve dissemination of news among
the rural populace, III MAF PSYOP and I Corps POLWAR have begun joint pro-
duction of the bi-weekly newspaper, Ban Tien. This small, but highly re-
garded, newspaper is a collection of relevant news articles culled from
Saigon newspapers flown daily to Danang. Initial circulation was 30,000
copies of each bi-weekly edition; 7th PSYOP Battalion has now increased
production to 50,000 copies per edition in order to meet the increasing
demand.

(6) Civilian Rewards Campaign. The III MAF/I Corps Civilian Rewards
program yielded 966 instances of rewards payments to Vietnamese civilians
for information leading to the recovery of weapons and explosives. This
brings the yearly total for 1968 to 8,828 rewards incidents, which is a
quantum increase over the 1967 total of 1,083,
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10. COMMUNICATIOns 

a. Message volume through the III MAF Communication Center 

November December Increase Decrease 

Incoming 
Outgoing 
Total 

35,997 
20,882 
56,879 

b. Combat Operations Center Communication Center traffic 

Incoming 
Outgoing 
Total 

!iovernber 

5,643 
9,39.5 

15,038 

December 

6,454 
10,247 
16,,701 

Increase 

8ll 
852 

1663 

c. Headquarters, III MAF message traffic originated 

November 
December 
Increase 

3,870 
4,080 

210 

d. The average daily subscriber initiated call rate through the 
III MAF AN/TTC-28 was 9200 calls. This figure does not inclUde an 
estimated average of 2000 operator processed trunk calls for which no 
accurate count is available due to capability of equipment. 

p. Battlefield Surveillance Radar School operational and administrative 
control passed from III ¥~ to 1st MarDiv on 1.5 December 1968. 

(1) During the reporting period, the III MAY operated school 
graduated 5 student operators and conducted a special, one-week class 
for 5 student operators. 

(2) While operated by III MAF, the school trained a total of 351 
personnel and calibrated 269 Radar Sets, AN/PPS-6. 

f. Colonel MATTHEWS, Assistant Commander, 1st Signal Brigade, visited 
Colonel HORlmR, G-6 on 2 December 1968. 

g. LtCol DAVIS visited CEO, 3dMarDiv on 3 December 1968. 

h. LtCol DAVIS visited 1st Log Comd on 4 December 1968. 

i. LtCol DAVIS and Major CONNELL visited the Crypto Repair Facility 
project under construction at NSA DaNang (Sea Anchor) on .5 December 1968. 
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10. COMMUNICATIONS

a. Message volume through the III MAF Communication Center

DecreaseIncreaseDecemberNovember

2,40335,99738,400Incoming
83620,88220,046Outgoing

1,56756,87958,446Total

b. Combat Operations Center Communication Center traffic

IncreaseDecemberNovember

8116,4545,643Incoming
85210,2479,395Outgoing

166316,70115,038Total

Headquarters, III MAF message traffic originatedC.

3,870November
4,080December

210Increase

d. The average daily subscriber initiated call rate through the

III MAF AN/TTC-28 was 9200 calls. This figure does not include an

estimated average of 2000 operator processed trunk calls for which no

accurate count is available due to capability of equipment.

e. Battlefield Surveillance Radar School operational and administrative

control passed from III MAF to 1st MarDiv on 15 December 1968.

(1) During the reporting period, the III MAF operated school

graduated 5 student operators and conducted a special, one-week class

for 5 student operators.

(2) While operated by III MAF, the school trained a total of 381

personnel and calibrated 269 Radar Sets, AN/PPS-6.

f. Colonel MATTHEWS, Assistant Commander, 1st Signal Brigade, visited

Colonel HORNER, G-6 on 2 December 1968.

g. LtCol DAVIS visited CEO, 3dMarDiv on 3 December 1968.

h. LtCol DAVIS visited 1st Log Comd on 4 December 1968.

i. LtCol DAVIS and Major CONNELL visited the Crypto Repair Facility

project under construction at NSA DaNang (Sea Anchor) on 5 December 1968.
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j. Ltcol DAVIS made a liaison visit to N-5, NSA DaNang on 7 December. 

k. Major CONNELL made a liaison visit to ForLogComd (COP) on 7 December. 

1. Colonel BURNS, Dir, Ops, 1st Signal Bde, Colonel RICHARDSON, C-E, 
USARV, Colonel CRAWFORD, Ch, CommSysMgmtAgenc,y, 1st Signal Bde, and Colonel 
MODISETT, MACV J-6 visited with G-6 representatives to discuss message rel~ 
delays in ICTZ on 9 December. 

m. LtCol DAVIS visited Maintenance Bn, ForLogCornd and 1st MAW' CEO on 
10 December. 

n. III MAr/Area Coordinator ICTZ Cable Coordinating Committee met 
at III MAr on 10 December. 

o. LtCol DAVIS visited 5th COmIn En and CEO, lstMarDiv on 11 December. 

p. LtCo1 DAVIS made staff visits to 1st Log Oomd(Maint) and 5th 
Comm Bn on 12 December. . 

q. Colonel TABC!t, Dep ACofS, 0-), USARV, met with III MAF G-6 representatives 
to discuss Advisor/CORDS communications in ICTZ on 12 December. 

r. Major CONNELL, Asst Maint Officer, III MAF G-6, transferred to CONUS 
on emergencY leavelPCS on 14 December. 

s. LtCol DAVIS made a staff visit to CEO, ls~~Div on 16 December. 

t. Lt KROUSLIS, ICTZ Telephone Maintenance Officer, was killed in an 
aircraft accident near Chu tai on 17 December. 

u. Colonel HORNER briefed BGen DOOLEY, prospective Chief of Staff, 
III MAr, on 17 December. 

v. LtCol DAVIS made a staff visit to ForLogComd on 19 December. 

w. AUTOSEVOCOM Terminals at III MAF Hq became ful~ operational on 
27 December. 

x. BGen RIENZI, Dep CG, 1st Signal Bde, visited Colonel HORNER on 
28 December. 

y. lstLt SHULGAI attended a MACV J-) briefing to discuss communication 
requirements for POW Release Teams on )0 December. 

z. LtCol DAVIS made a liaison visit to ,th Cornm Bn on )1 December. 
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j. LtCol DAVIS made a liaison visit to N-5, NSA DaNang on 7 December.

k. Major CONNELL made a liaison visit to ForLogComd (CCP) on 7 December.

1. Colonel BURNS, Dir, Ops, 1st Signal Bde, Colonel RICHARDSON, C-E,
USARV, Colonel CRAWFORD, Ch, CommSysMgmtAgency, 1st Signal Bde, and Colonel
MODISETT, MACV J-6 visited with G-6 representatives to discuss message relay
delays in ICTZ on 9 December.

m. LtCol DAVIS visited Maintenance Bn, ForLogComd and 1st MAW CEO on
10 December.

n. III MAF/Area Coordinator ICTZ Cable Coordinating Committee met
at III MAF on 10 December.

O. LtCol DAVIS visited 5th Comm Bn and CEO, 1stMarDiv on 11 December.

p. LtCol DAVIS made staff visits to 1st Log Comd (Maint) and 5th
Comm Bn on 12 December.

q. Colonel TABOR, Dep ACofS, G-3, USARV, met with III MAF G-6 representatives
to discuss Advisor/CORDS communications in ICTZ on 12 December.

r. Major CONNELL, Asst Maint Officer, III MAF G-6, transferred to CONUS
on emergency leave/PCS on 14 December.

S. LtCol DAVIS made a staff visit to CEO, 1stMarDiv on 16 December.

t. Lt KROUSLIS, ICTZ Telephone Maintenance Officer, was killed in an
aircraft accident near Chu Lai on 17 December.

u. Colonel HORNER briefed BGen DOOLEY, prospective Chief of Staff,
III MAF, on 17 December.

V. LtCol DAVIS made a staff visit to ForLogComd on 19 December.

W. AUTOSEVOCOM Terminals at III MAF Hq became fully operational on
27 December.

X. BGen RIENZI, Dep CG, 1st Signal Bde, visited Colonel HORNER on
28 December.

y. lstLt SHULGAY attended a MACV J-3 briefing to discuss communication

requirements for POW Release Teams on 30 December.

z. LtCol DAVIS made a liaison visit to 5th Comm Bn on 31 December.
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11. OOMl3AT INFOBMATION BURF...::m 

a. BACE'GBOUNp. During December, 1968, the ctB provided eBoorta to acoOlllPII1T newaac on n3 newagathering 8.Saismnanta oovering I COrpl Tactioal. Zone ground and 811' operations I oivio action, and the CAP pro­gram. The Preas Center provided aooClllDloclationa for 151 newsmen during 
the mon.th. 

b. g'OR TlWJ§PQRl'. !l'he T8hi",lee1jt,NS.!: ai'e"'being inspected thor­ougbl,y to det.1'IIIine whether they will be repaired or aUl'V'eyed. Vehicles 
on hand are as tollows. 

mi Y1HICIt! It STAWS 

M-}1 312260 WorJd.ng 
8-10 250871 Working 
M-151 358467 w.rking 
Mo-151 353697 Working 
Ford-100 5002014 Deadline USA 
J»d«e-200 5OOxO~1 Deadline ISA Datsun 500%130 Working M-151 94-69171 Deadline liSA M-151 94-69487 Deadline BSA. 

'c. PW19GWBY. 1!le following are the production fiSUl'eB for all Photographio 'Seotiona in I COrps. 

.1lIlm QGATIyES PRDrl'S J1)PIClgIr) 

aI! ,,670 18,1'73 4,800 1atMarDiv 2,564 10,529 3.100 3rdMarDiv 6,548 1,;n8 6,240 
1stMAW 4,226 10,461 1,400 
Ftc },727 10,456 • I CQ'pS 648 1121~ 

16"J TOTAL 21,383 58.77° 
(1) Metigp. Picture caarUtY. rbe In MAl' Photo Unit is olose to aohi8'ring its lcmff"'time 8'O&l 0 haTing a sound-moUon piCture eap­ab1liV. ~ Arrltlex 1_ IIOt1Oft pioture oameras and two t inoh Nagra tape reoerdel'B were received 1>7 the unit l'8OtIltl3'. Marinea ourrently Berring 1n the In MAr Photo tli1t t will ~ Wlad tor the motion picture tea. 

The nI MAF )R)t1M Picture Te_ vill be emplored aa aas1sned by the COIID8D.dant of the Marine Corps and the eo-aa4inA' General or the III Marine Amphibious Foro.. !be IIOtion ptotur. too.. pzodlaeed by the team wUl. be used in CIIJ !P1111 Reperia. new tl~ ..ueu. that DivInfo d1strlbl.ltes to teleridea atatiCXls throl.J8hout the United States, tootace tor historical purposes, and other such pu.rpo ... as wquiwd. 
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11. COMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU

a. BACKGROUND. During December, 1968, the CIB provided escorts
to accompany newsmen on 333 newsgathering assignments covering I Corps
Tactical Zone ground and air operations, civic action, and the CAP pro-
gram. The Press Center provided accommodations for 151 newsmen duringthe month.

b. MOTOR TRANSPORT. The vehiclee1at, NSA are-being inspected thor-
oughly to determine whether they will be repaired or surveyed. Vehicles
on hand are as follows:

TYPE VEHICLE # STATUS

M-37 312260 Working
S-10 250871 Working
M-151 358467 Working
M-151 353697 Working
Ford-100 500x014 Deadline NSA
Dodge-200 500x031 Deadline NSADatsun 500x130 WorkingM-151 94-69171 Deadline NSA
M-151 94-69487 Deadline NSA

C. PHOTOGRAPHY. The following are the production figures for all
Photographic Sections in I Corps:

UNITS NEGATIVES PRINTS MOPIC(FEET)

CIB 3,670 18,773 4,8001stMarDiv 2,564 10,529 3,7003rdMarDiv 6,548 7,338 6,2401stMAW 4,226 10,461 1,400FLC 3,727 10,456 eI Corps 648 1,213 o
TOTAL 21,383 58,770 16,140

(1) Motion Picture Capability. The III MAF Photo Unit is closeto achieving its long-time goal of having a sound-motion picture cap-ability. Two Arriflex 16mm motion picture cameras and two
1/2

inch Nagratape recorders were received by the unit recently. Marines currentlyserving in the III MAF Photo Unit will be used for the motion pictureteam.
The III MAF Motion Picture Team will be employed as assigned bythe Commandant of the Marine Corps and the Commanding General of theIII Marine Amphibious Force. The motion picture footage produced bythe team will be used in CMC Film Reperts, news film releases thatDivInfo distributes to television stations throughout the United States,footage for historical purposes, and other such purposes as required.
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Sinoe the equipment ~ved in n •• _ :in a ...... d oondition 

(on 28 November), fltrial~" b~ve beeil'" II. I and. the unpreoe .. 
sed film has been sent to Headq,brter Msrine Corpa.:Jo report has 
been received as yet OIl the ilual1V of tMetrial foo~. Events 
oovered in the "trial run."inoludel 

Deaotivation of 'camp CarroU 
Dad1oation of the Pres1081 Sobool at Ham 0 VUlap 
CAP Dirac tel' (Col Dan.vi tis) vil1ting CAP uni t8 
Ronore for MGen ~de1'8011 

!he nI MAl' Motion Pioture Team vUl greatl3' in01'G88e the Marine 
C6X'P8' motionp1cture oapability in Vietnam. Planned usage for the 
tea 1noludes, 

Two Special Reports for CMC (THE SQUAD LEADER and THE AIR 0:8-
SERVIR) 

CMCte Tisit to Vietn8lll 
CMC's Proas Oenference at CIB 

(2) Televiaioil lfevs Fila Clipg. The following neva cli}:8 
have been rqeived at CIB, 

Marine CR-53 Aerobatics - yt minutes 
Hoa Rbanh Children' IS Heapi tal - '* minutes 
Uarine RoUSh Bider (SOF) - ~ minutes 

(3) CHi Special Film Buori. CJC (Code .to'p) baa aen t out its 
latest CMC Special Film Beperi. It runs for 1, minutea and is entitled 
"BettlPes." It deala with how the Marine Corps handles the retusee pro­
blem in I Corps. ill reliQ{' ~Oie8 are mentioned. 

. (4) photooa1ic ihowledp Recn. CMC (Oode A03P) has reqllGsted 
an input to ~o '4AQ.2 hograa tor Exp it1n« Professional JIbowledge 
Gained. from Marine Corpa Experitmoe in South Vietnam). This input will 
deal with PhotographiC D1owledge. All Marine Corps Photo Lab. in I 
Co:rpe have been vie 1 'ted by the Force Photo Ott1.cer and hi. Photo Chief 
to gather infODllltiCll for this input and to discuss· ti&hter coordination 
of the photographi.o effort in I Co:rj;)s. 

·d. RAPIQIjBLlJISIOlf. III MIr InfoEmatianalSerY1cea otfioe. P%O­
duoed and forwarded to Fleet Bale t:c:nItl __ ",-1;U,Mar17 12,000 taped 
inteZ"l'iewe with MariZles clur1n« 1968. !l'h1a wae near17 double the number 
tor 1967. The f1gw:oee below repreaent the Badio/n teatl.U'e8 and fHTIfC 
intelTiewe submitted by In KAJ' dU1'1ng the JIIOZlth ot December 19681 

1ibcloal.1re (1) 
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Since the equipment arrived in Vietnam in a damaged condition
(on 28 November), "trial rüns" have been and the unpreces-
sed film has been sent to Headquarter Marine Corps. No report has
been received as yet on the quality of this trial footage. Events
covered in the "trial runs" include:

Deactivation of Camp Carroll
Dedication of the Presiosi School at Nam 0 Village
CAP Director (Col Denewits) visiting CAP units
Honors for MGen Anderson

The III MAF Motion Picture Team will greatly increase the Marine
Corps' motion picture capability in Vietnam. Planned usage for the
team includes:

Two Special Reports for CMC (THE SQUAD LEADER and THE AIR OB-
SERVER)

CMC's Visit to Vietnam
CMC's Pross Conference at CIB

(2) Television News Film Clips. The following news clips
have been reveived at CIB:

Marine CH-53 Aerobatics - 31 minutes
Hoa Khanh Children's Hospital - 31 minutes
Marine Rough Rider (SOF) - 32 minutes

(3) CMC Special Film Report. CMC (Code AO3P) has sent out its
latest CMC Special Film Report. It runs for 13 minutes and is entitled
"Refugees." It deals with how the Marine Corps handles the refugee pro-
blem in I Corps. All relief agencies are mentioned.

(4) Photographic Knowledge Report. CMC (Code A03P) has requested
an input to MCO 3480.2 (Program for Exploiting Professional Knowledge
Gained from Marine Corps Experience in South Vietnam). This input will
deal with Photographic Knowledge. All Marine Corps Photo Labe in I
Corps have been visited by the Force Photo Officer and his Photo Chief
to gather information for this input and to discuss tighter coordination
of the photographic effort in I Corps.

RADIO/TELEVISION. III MAF Informational Services Offices pro-d.

duced and forwarded to Fleet Home Town nearly 12,000 taped
interviews with Marines during 1968. This was nearly double numberthe
for 1967. The figures below represent the Radio/TV features and FHINC
interviews submitted by III MAF during the month of December 1968:
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SUlItITmG TAPED STORIES SU~ iOTAL PK)Il1CTION FB1'lfC 
UNIT MI'l'l'E!' 'If:' ~:e FOR DIsmm1'ION TAPIS -
CIB 9 1.,12J 0 
1stMarDiv 29 NfA 130 
'l"dMarDl v 15 N/A ,11 
1s1lMlW 0 N/A 250 
FLO ..Q ..iI.L EQ. 
'lOTAL 5' 1,120 991 

(1) One ltB4io/TV announoer was used in oonjGrlct1on with the 
OIB Photo (~o-Sotmd) ooverage ot the olosing of Camp Carroll and 
award cel'8lllrXl1ea a~ III MAl Headquarters. 

e. OPDinPlTJI'tISC&Il. Dle Opuati.oDe/lI8oort lJrd. t baa Plt cmt a 
,year' .... 4 vratrup ot aoUnties in. I Co1'pll during 1968. It baa been 
distributed to all Marine Corp8 Distriot Bea4quartel'll, all post and 
station lSOs, leadquarte1'8 Marine Corps, J'Mr,Pao, and to oivilian news 
media. M1ch of the intomatiClO, plus photograpbs and additional 
chronological material will be used in a~ Intor.mation Offiee book­
let, "1968, Ii Year of Progress." 

(1) O~1pn Hop,y. Duing naoeraber, Major Joel A. Martin, 
the Operati~ er,waa am_bel' ot the Operation HollT statt whioh 
ooordinated the Bob Hope abow 111 I Corpe. Be served 88 prss. Oifioe!' 
tor the oODlIlli'ttee. II1s duties oc:ma1ated of ar:rang:lna' for both oivilian 
and military preas ooverage of the eY8Ilts, &dvising on. reatriotiana 
place4 on ooverage, setting up a prea. tant at the Freedom Bill per­
f01'JD8IlO~, ar:rang:lna' for frienda and relatives ot the oast to be broucbt 
to Da Nang to aeet with the oast and to be intelTiewed by the pre.s, 
and d8te~ing the distribution of limited numberaof pres. passes ~o 
the m1Ji tar,y ISO pe1"BOlUlel in I Corps. 

. (2) . QlII ~pecial Film RepOrt. During December, CBS filmed a 
large part of a doo\IDentar.r on military jusUwe in III MAJI u.n1ts. It 
is to be Sbo1C1D the u. s. sODIet1lle in late Fe~l'7 or ear~ Maroh. 

(~) lfotable News Items. Notable items in the news in the 
~. S. inoluded a .t017' by Peter Braestrup of the Washington Post on the 
general 8i tuaticm 111 III MAF, and CBS 1nterrievs wi tb Generals cuallDaft 
and Davis. 

(4) Notable Newsman. Notable news media reprellElltative at the 
Press Center cl1.lri.ug December numbered 151 and they were .4880orted on :rn 
newsgathering llissions th1'o~ut I Oorps. AmOll8 them wen I8n Gal., ])on 
Baker, R. a,lIanb-., and Pre.k Mariano, A!CI Toll Reynolds, Lar1"7 pomeroy. 
Tony Sargent, 6.J Wolen, n:m Webeter, and Dick Threlkeld, CBS) Bob Jones, 
Bob Goralski, and Jim Bennett, DC; Dick Pyle, TobY' 17le, John Lengel, 
George Esper, Yvon Oomu,D. V. Phouc, and Henri Huet, APJ: John Walsh, 
Dave LaDb, Bert OkuleY', Nat Gibeon, Kent Potter, l3arl:7 NlfWbU'l'Y, __ 
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TOTAL PRODUCTION FHTNCSUBMITTING TAPED STORIES SUB-
TAPESUNIT MITTED TO CIB FOR DISTRIBUTION

9CIB o1,120
N/A291stMarDiv 130
N/A3rdMarDiv 15 317
N/A1stMAW 250o
N/AFLC O 300

53TOTAL 9971,120

(1) One Radio/TV announcer was used in confanction with the
CIB Photo (Syno-Sound) coverage of the closing of Camp Carroll and
award ceremonies at III MAF Headquarters.

e. OPERATIONS/ESCORT. The Operations/Becort Unit has put out a
year'e-end wrap-up of activities in I Corps during 1968. It has been
distributed to all Marine Corps District Headquarters, all post and
station ISOs, Headquarters Marine Corps, FMFac, and to civilian news
media. Much of the information, plus photographs and additional
chronological material will be used in a MACV Information Office book-
let, "1968, 4 Year of Progress."

(1) Operation Holly. During December, Major Joel A. Martin,
the Operations Officer, was a member of the Operation Holly staff which
coordinated the Bob Hope show in I Corps. He served as Press Officer
for the committee. His duties consisted of arranging for both civilian
and military press coverage of the events, advising on restrictions
placed on coverage, setting up a press tent at the Freedom Hill per-
formance, arranging for friends and relatives of the cast to be brought
to Da Nang to meet with the cast and to be interviewed by the press,
and determining the distribution of limited numbers of press passes to
the military ISO personnel in I Corps.

(2) CBS Special Film Report. During December, CBS filmed a
large part of a documentary on military justice in III MAF units. It
is to be shown in the U. S. sometime in late February or early March.

(3) Notable News Items. Notable items in the news in the
E.S. included a story by Peter Braestrup of the Washington Post on the
general situation in III MAF, and CBS interviews with Generals Cushman
and Davis.

(4) Notable Newsmen. Notable news media representative at the
Press Center during December numbered 151 and they were escorted on 333
newsgathering missions throughout I Corps. Among them were Ken Gale, Don
Baker, R. Rosenbaum, and Frank Mariano, ABC: Tom Reynolds, Larry Pomeroy,
Tony Sargent, Sy Wolen, Don Webster, and Dick Threlkeld, CBS; Bob Jones,
Bob Goralski, and Jim Bennett, NBC; Dick Pyle, Toby Pyle, John Lengel,
George Esper, Yvon Cornu, D. V. Phouc, and Henri Huet, AP: John Walsh,
Dave Lamb, Bert Okuley, Nat Gibson, Kent Potter, Barry Newbarry, Ray
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WUldUon, and S • .dJcatuslca., m>1:; ~'n Golden, REUTEBSJ. ~b Wl1t't.au and Hush Greenwq, TIME-LIFE; G ... o.!:iel c~ neaa, PA...1US KATCH; Zal1n Grant and SWlan Harr:lgan, HEW REIVBLIC J B. iJ. ~res, N. Y. TDmS; Peter :Braestra.p, WASHmGiON POST. B. llJss Mll.RiPCLIS TRIBUNE; J. I'oise and P. Fradkin, L.A. TIME; Bob Tumer, mDL.N.iUlOLIS lIEWS, :a.ack Lanier, WNG lBACH, CALIF. IJl'Jli:E'1IIJa'l' PJIISS-TEL3GJWI. AnA Bl781lt, !el"l'7 Bqnolds, and D. Hint, OVEBSIAS WIlLY, Sut.t Tan4&. and H1l'08hi Ohta, !rono BAD­CASTING SYSTDIf HeDIlT SchOQte, AVliO BIN, Jl)LLAlID; An11 Baren ])raf DaILY PliATAP, D'W' J)JLBI, I. C. Malet and ll. k. Bapi, VISIm..'Sl trve Siaaon, SPRINGmR Nli1WS SIHVIClI, QQido &Jsei, LIJIJR)UA MAGAZllIE, Bdvarc1 Opton, PACmCA FOUlIDATIOlfJ loba. SW1nbeot, Jr., I'~ 

(5) Nevaas Oaaualtie,. 9n'ee IUN8JDe1l vere VIA (wac) in December. They v~ Pier.re 18.ot, llPl-nft OIl 1 ])ec wi til. a. SWlsbot wound to the lover r.llht leg. Be W88 evacuated to Sa1acn on 6 ])eo., Barr.r Newbar:t7. llPI, su1't8J'84 ahraPlel wounds to the shoulders 8I1d baok on 5 Deo. lk>th men were WOUllclecl 4.Ilr.t.nc Operation Meade Biver. 'lbe third newsman was S. Yasuda ot 1mC who .uttered minoi' ahra.}:Ilel wounc1a on the right aiele on ~ Deo., wbUe cover1n, Operation Le to1 (ARVN portibn of Operation fe110r 00mII0rl). 

t. PRESS UNIT. IWing 1968, pres. release. pzoocbloed by In MAP lDfomational. s.rYioea attices n_bered. 5.'26, an.11inre&8 ot ne8J'l1 450 a month and 59. "1'8 thaD. veft Pl'OclUced in 1967. An aU-t.e III MAP' record was eatabl.1lha4 dur.lAg DeoUlber, 1968, when tt. CI! he8. Unit prooessed, tor dies.anaticm to ciT1U8Il an4 miUtur neva maUa, 616 news relsases tl'Olll III MAP anita. !bia npft8ented the pe.teet number ot 4'lew8 1'8laae .. processed. ill arq 0D.e IIQIltb 111 the hi.to17 ot the CIB./' SupportinB'" 616 aewe rel. .... wen 426 pbotoSftphs with oaptioi1a. A breakdo_ ot the o .... ~all rele .. e 'total tor Dec_ber is as tollowa& 

!!m! ~ 

1stMarDiT 148 
}rdMarD1v 145 
1stKAW 153 
CIB 126 
FLC 10, 
SL'P 21 
'IDTAL m 
(:g~ FB!J.!fO Rel_w. Du.r1nc 1968, 110,500 it ... ven atilt to FBTNC. ~s comparee with 9.,000 tor 19'7. DIu-1ng Dec_bar, 1968. 11 ,310 i tams vere t"oZVW'd8d.. !be.e vee as .tolloW8' 
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Wilkinson, and S. Akatuska, UPT; Ten Golden, REUTERS: Bob Wildau and
Hugh Greenway, TIME-LIFE; Gabriel Conesa, PARIS MATCH; Zalin Grant andSusan Harrigan, NEW REPUBLIC; B. D. Ayres, N.Y. TIMES; Peter Braestrup,WASHINGTON POST; R. Ross MINNEAPOLIS TRIBUNE; J. Foise and P. Fradkin,L.A. TIMES; Bob Turner, INDIANAPOLIS NEWS; Buck Lanier, LONG BEACH,CALIF. INDEPENDENT PRESS-TELEGRAMI Ann Bryant, Terry Reynolds, and D.Hirst, OVERSEAS WEEKLY; Sutemi Terada and Hiroshi Ohta, TOKYO BROAD-CASTING SYSTEM; Henny Schoute, AVRO R/TV, HOLLAND; Anil Naren Dra,DAILY PRATAP, NEW DELHI; J. C. Malet and R. K. Nagai, VISNEWS; UweSiemon, SPRINGER NEWS SERVICE; Guido Rossi, L'EUROPEA MAGAZINE; Edward
Opton, PACIFICA FOUNDATION John Steinbeck, Jr., FREELANCE.

(5) Newsman Casualties. Three newsmen were WIA (evac) inDecember. They were Pierre Issot, UPI-TN, on 1 Dec with a gunshotwound to the lower right leg. He was evacuated to Saigon on 6 Dec.Barry Newbarry, UPI, suffered shrapnel wounds to the shoulders and backon 5 Dec. Both men were wounded during Operation Meade River. Thethird newsman was S. Yasuda of NBC who suffered minot shrapnel woundson the right side on 30 Dec., while covering Operation Le Lo1 (ARVNportion of Operation Taylor Common).

f. PRESS UNIT. During 1968, press releases produced by III MAFInformational Services Offices numbered 5,326, an average of nearly450 a month and 594 more than were produced in 1967. An all-time IIIMAF record was established during December, 1968, when the CIB PressUnit processed, for dissemination to civilian and military news media,676 news releases from III MAF units. This represented the greatestnumber
the

of news releases processed in any one month in the history ofCIB Supporting these 676 news releases were 426 photographs withcaptions. A breakdown of the over-all release total for December isas follows:

UNIT TOTAL

1stMarDiv 148
3rdMarDiv 145
1stMAW 133
CIB 126
FLC

103
SLF 21
TOTAL 676

(8) FHINC Releases. During 1968, 110,500 items were sent toFHTNC. This compares with 94,000 for 1967. During December, 1968,11,310 items were forwarded. These were as follows:
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UNIT -
1stMarDiv 
'rdMarDiv 
1stMAW 
FLO 
on 
iOTAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

5,984 
2,102 
1,522 
1,502 

29) 
11,,10 

(2) SM nm Awards. 1be III MAP newspaper, SEA TIGER, won 
the following &varU during 19'8. 

Silver Anchor Award. as the Sea Samoe Ne'WBpaper of 
the Year for "Outs_diA, Aoh!ev_en't... tis waa awarded bJ the Almed 
Foroes \linters Le8llle, "Iaah1nCton, D. C.. vi til sOlIe 500 nevspapal'S 
oompeting. 

Chief of NM7 IntOl'mation (CBIN!O) Me::r:Lt Award. First 
Quarter of 1968. for "lkempla.r:r .Aobievcaent." . 

CBDFO M~ri t Award. Third Quarter .f 1968, for best 
five-column newspaper :Ln the NaVT and Harine Corps. 

~. COMBAZ ARI'. The Combat Art Unit continues to forward ita 
pl'Odu.otlons to He.quarters Marine Oo:rpa t where it is utilised in art 
uhibi t8 and publications th1'Ou.cbout the U. S. Of speoial. ncteworthiness 
area 

!Che recently published. book, "Vie_am Comba.t Art," consisting 
entirely of the 1IIOrJcs of Marine and oivilian artist who have spent a 
tour in Vietnam unde:' the auspioes of 'the Marine Corps Combat .Art program. 

1be Oommandant of the Marine Corps' C1aristmu Card wb:ioh 
featured a sketch bJ Corporal Hen17 C. Casselli. <brporal C ... elli bas 
rotated to the U.~. and w:Ul be OIl the staff ot Leathemeok Magazine. 

fl.> Personnel.. Corporal Casselli rotated to CONUS on" Dec 68. 
LOpl Rloba.rd L. Yaco is with the Third Marine Di.v1sion-. Statt Sergeant 
Be J. JordaD at Operations/Escort Section as8umed additional duties u 
oaretaker of the Combat Art Uhit UIltU 28 Dl:io 68 when SSgt J. A. Falr.f'u:, 
a 1461 (Illustrator) reported aboard. SSgt Fairfax is as8iBl'1ed to the 
Combat Art pl.'Ogra ona "t::r:Lal. baSis." A determination will be made at 
a later date as to his sutiabll1 V for the program. Colmel John. H. 
Rogers, USHeR, 18siatant lfsad, Combat Art; Branoh, Db'Wo, is exPeCted 
to arrin in the near future. He will raaa:in about seYen weeks and 
will f'unotion as a oombat artist as well 88 888iating aDd inspecting 
the on-board Combat .ArtiSte. A o1vil1an art1st, Ml'. Jean AU88r, will 
arrive about 10 Jan 69 for a n01'lll8l tour of duV UIlder the auspices of' 
the COJDbat Art program. 
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UNIT TOTAL

1stMarDiv 5,984
3rdMarDiv 2,102
1stMAW 1,522
FLC 1,502
CIB 200
TOTAL 11,310

(2) SEA TIGER Awards. The III MAF newspaper, SEA TIGER, won
the following awards during 1968:

Silver Anchor Award as the Sea Service Newspaper of
the Year for "Outstanding Achievement." This was awarded by the Armed
Forces Writers League, Washington, D.C., with some 500 newspapers
competing.

Chief of Navy Information (CHINFO) Merit Award, First
Quarter of 1968, for "Exemplary Achievement."

CHINFO Merit Award, Third Quarter of 1968, for best
five-column newspaper in the Navy and Marine Corps.

COMBAT ART. The Combat Art Unit continues to forward its
productions to Headquarters Marine Corps, where it is utilized in art
exhibits and publications throughout the U. S. Of special noteworthiness
are:

The recently published book, "Vietnam Combat Art," consisting
entirely of the works of Marine and civilian artist who have spent a
tour in Vietnam under the auspices of the Marine Corps Combat Art program.

The Commandant of the Marine Corps' Christmas Card which
featured a sketch by Corporal Henry C. Casselli. Corporal Casselli has
rotated to the U.S. and will be on the staff of Leatherneck Magazine.

(3) Personnel. Corporal Casselli rotated to CONUS on Dec 68.
LCpl Richard L. Yaco is with the Third Marine Division. Staff Sergeant
R. J. Jordan of Operations/Escort Section assumed additional duties as
caretaker of the Combat Art Unit until 28 Dec 68 when SSgt J. A. Fairfax,
a 1461 (Illustrator) reported aboard. SSgt Fairfax is assigned to the
Combat Art program on a "trial basis." A determination will be made at
a later date as to his suitability for the program. Colonel John H.
Rogers, USMCR, Assistant Head, Combat Art Branch, DivInfo, is expected
to arrive in the near future. He will remain about seven weeks and
will function as a combat artist as well as assisting and inspecting
the on-board Combat Artiste. A civilian artist, Mr. Jean Auger, will
arrive about 10 Jan 69 for a normal tour of duty under the auspices of
the Combat Art program.

Enclosure (1)

SECRET
48

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
, I 

'SECRE1 
he PRESS CPR UNIT. !the Press Center Unit (restaurant, hotel 

and bar) finished the y-enr with net eamings of $19,486.04, a 12.2 
peroan t net profit. !!he monies will be used. for the ~uipllan t and. 
~vemant Bese1'9'eand the Opere.ting Surplus as a "bridge" fer the 
time when the newaa&n population (and subsequently businees) declines. 

(1) Notable I!pl'Ovements. !lhe following improvements have 
been made to the utilities, bu.ildinae and grounds of the Press ~terl 

!a) A new water tower has been condl'\lcted. 
b) Two new water tanks have been installed. 
c) Old and leaq roofing has been replaced &8 lBrt of 

an extensive re-roof'ing Pl"Ogl'IIIl. 

f All hotel rooms are now air oonditioned. ~
dl The compotmd has been surfaced with asphalt and gravel. 
s BIIom 50 of the hotel complex has been remodeled. 

(g) An underground drainage system has been installed in 
the back compound to eliminate a atanding water problem. 

(2) Future Projects. The following projects to improve the 
Prau Cer;tter are planned or are awU:t;q:so-.p.teoDa 

(a) Installation of a more seoure srtoreroom for high .. 
cost and pilferable i tams. 

(b) Completion of a repainting pro. gram for all roans. 
(0) Installation of an 1ncreasedcflM'aM~~+'tMkt...,·. 

meet the high water 'WOlume and pres~ requirements of the Phetographio 
Unit. 

(d) Cempletion of protective shelter (bunker) building 
program. 
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h. PRESS CENTER UNIT. The Press Center Unit (restaurant, hotel
and bar) finished the year with net earnings of $19,486.04, a 12.2
percent net profit. The monies will be used for the Equipment and
Improvement Reserve and the Operating Surplus as a "bridge" for the
time when the newsman population (and subsequently business) declines.

(1) Notable Improvements. The following improvements have
been made to the utilities, buildings and grounds of the Press Center:

(a) A new water tower has been constructed.
(b) Two new water tanks have been installed.
(c) Old and leaky roofing has been replaced as part of

an extensive re-roofing program.
(d) The compound has been surfaced with asphalt and gravel.
(e) Room 50 of the hotel complex has been remodeled.
(f) All hotel rooms are now air conditioned.
(g) An underground drainage system has been installed in

the back compound to eliminate a standing water problem.

(2) Future Projects. The following projects to improve the
Press Center are planned or are

(a) Installation of a more secure artoreroom for high
cost and pilferable items.

(b) Completion of a repainting program for all rooms.
(c) Installation of an increasedc capabity matter

meet the high water volume and pressure requirements of the Photographic
Unit.

(d) Completion of protective shelter (bunker) building
program.
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12. CBR.OLOGY OF VIP VIIIH. 

~ .... 
De068 .... G. BRAY 

Deo6S B. G. 1U.aHmI 

m.e.'~ J. 1L8OP 
4-SDe.68 J. G. VBlIBLOOK III 

5-6»0068 G. x. SKI_IOUS 

6Do068 a. v. DftAKS 

6Do.68 L. J. BDDER 

7-8De.68 J. E. WILLUJIS 

9Deo68 G. F. BDG 

91>0,,6.8 P. o. DIs:msClf 
11»0.68 J. D. LlVJIi:tB 

14» •• 68 w. L. SDDla 

15-17»0068 H. v. BUD Jr. 

20])0068 

21»0.68 

F. ClJIRAI 

E. R. ZUKWAL! Jr. 

22 .. 2SJ)oo68 J. W. qr,LY (esC) 

23-2SOo.68 B. GRAIAK 
24-2!>Dec6S J. S. XeOAD 

24»0068 

26»0068 

B. Hon 

!. J. aOOD 

XGa; 
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BQ~J~a 

DPIGS-i8 

HPJ 
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J-3. nov 
.111'&17 llepre •• tati.o 
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1I:di tor. J.rtq Magazmo 
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Soienoo A4 •• , ~ 

.. av Solen.o AdT. ott. 

Dip, DaPG 

Bat' 1 aau, nt.ablod 
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CG, PJ!lll7AO 
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12. CHRONOLOGY OF VIP VISITS.

DATE NAME RANK/SERVICE BILLET

1Dec68 Win. G. BRAY Mr;Rep. (R) Indiana
1Dec68 H. G. MACHEN Mr;Rep. (D) Maryland
1Dee68 J. ALSOP Mr; Washington Post
4-5Dec68 J. G. WHEELOCK III BGen;USA Prospective Dep AC/S

J-3, MACV
5-6Dec68 G. M. SEIGNIOUS MGen; Military Representative

of Paris Peace Cenf.
6Doc68 C. W. ABRAMS Gen;USA COMUSMACY
6Dec68 L. J. BINDER Mr; Editor, Army Magazine
7-8Dec68 J. E. WILLIAMS BGen;USMC CG, 9th MAB
9Dec68 G. F. BING Dr;GS-18 Science Adv., SHAPE
9Dec68 P. C. DICKINSON Dr; MACV Science Adv. Off.
11Dee68 J. D. LAVELLE LGen;USAF Dir, DCPG

14Doc68 W. L. SHEIRBON Mr; Nat'I Cmdr, Disabled
American Veterans

15-17Dec68 H. W. BUSE Jr. LGen;USMC CG, FMFPAC

20Dec68 F. CURRAN Mr;Mayor San Diego, Calif.
21Dec68 E. R. ZUMWALT Jr. VADM;USM COMN AVFORV

22-25Dec68 J. W. KELLY (GHC) RADM;USN Chf of Chaplains
23-25Dec68 B. GRAHAM Dr; Evangelist
24-25Dec68 J. S. McCAIN ADM;USN CINCPAC
24Dec68 B. HOPE Mr; Entertainer
26Dec68 T. J. COOKE Archbishop D. D.
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Third Marine Division Command Chronolog7. December 1968. 

First Marine Division Command ChronologY', December 1968. 

First Marine Aircraft Wing Command Chronelogy ~ December 
1968. 

Force Logistics Con:mand Command ChronolOC7. December 
1968. 

SU!'PORTDlG DOCUMENTS 

(1) December 1968 Bd1tiona, III HAF N.w.p.p .... "SEA TIGm." 
~.,[, tf>d a..., ~ ;.J.es ~ • 

BRCLOSt1RE ( 1) 

5! SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET
PART IV

REFERENCES

(A) Third Marine Division Command Chronology, December 1968.

(B) First Marine Division Command Chronology, December 1968.

(c) First Marine Aircraft Wing Command Chronology, December

1968.

(D) Force Logistics Command Command Chronology, December

1968.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

(1) December 1968 Editions, III MAF Newspaper, "SEA TIGER."

Removed Red cy
westlibrary.
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