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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CG, III M_AF Itr 3K/Jld 5750 Ser 0010469
dated 20 Jan 1969 L -

From: Commanding Géneral, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)

Subj: Command Chronology (U)

1. The subject chronology has been rev1ewed for completeness and
is forwarded herewith.

W. E. DEEDS
By direction

Copy to: :
cG, III MAF . T
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COMMANDING GENERAL

It MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM

FPC. SAN FRANCISCO 96602
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“wmewai> (Unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1})
Ppoms Commeanding General

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps {Code ACQ3D)

Viaz Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific
Subj? Command Chronology (U)

Aels {a) MCO PE750.14
(b} FMFPacO 5750.84

Bnel: (1) III MAF Commend Chronology, December 1968

1. In sccordance with references {a) and (b), enclosure (1}
is submitited herewith.

MARION C. DALEY
By direction”
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HEADGUAHTERS
III Marine Asmphibioug Force
Military Asslstance Command, Vietnam
3an Francisco, California 96602

GOMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1 December 1968 « 31 December 1968

LIHDEL
PART X - ORGANIZATICNAL DATA
PART II - HARRATIVE SUMMARY
PART IIT - SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF
SIGNIPICANT EVENTS
PART IV - SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS
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PART I
CRGANIZATIONAL DATA

1, DESIGHATION COMMANDER
11T Harine Amphibious Force Elettenant General Hoberb

B, GUSHMAN Jr.,
Us 8, Marine Corps
1Junb67? = 31DecHE

DEPUTY COMMANDER

Ma jor General Rathvon MeC.
TOMPRINS, U. 5. Marine Corps
26May68 - 20Dech8

Major General Carl 4.
YOUMGDALE, U. 8. Marine Corps
21Decb8 = 31Dech8

SUECRDINATE UNITS

ZELIV Corps Lieutenant General Richard G.
STLIMELL, U. 8. Army
1Juls8 = 31DechH8

Thied Harine Division Mg jor Genersl Raymond G. DAVIS,
U. 8. Marine Govgs
22Mayb8 = 31Dech

10lst Lirborne Divislon Me Jor General Melvin ZAIS,
(Airmobile) Us 8. Army
194ug68 - 31DechH8

First Marine Division Major Gensral Carl A.
YOURGDALE, U. 3. Harine Corps
26Juné8 - 19DecbB

Mﬁjor General Ormond R.
SIMPSON, U. 8. Marine Corps
20DectS8 = 31DechH8

Firat Marine Alrcraft Wing Major General Charles J.
QUILTER, U. S. Marine Corps
22Junb8 = 31Dechd
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Americal Division

Force Loglstic Command

Headgqusrters & Service Company
II1 Harine Amphibious Force
Headquerters Commandant

Sub Unit #1, First Radio
Battalion

29th Civil Affairs Company

7th Psychological Opersations
Battalion

2. LOCATION

Ms jor General Charles M.
GETTYS, U. 8. Army
23May68 - 31Decb8

Brigadier General James A.
FEELEY, U, 8. Marine (orps
IDec6b8 - 31Decél

Colonel William E. WHITE,
Ue 8. ¥Marine Corps
L0ect68 = 31DectHB

S hen

Lleutenant Colonel Patrick J.
FENRELL, U. &, Marine Corps
170ct68 = 31Dechl

Lieutenant Colonel Robert
R., RAFPERTY, U. 8. Army
28Novb68 « 31DectHB

Major Michael FORTINI,
Ue 8. Arny
25Hov68 = 31Decél

1-31 December 1968, East Denang, Quang Nam Province,

Republic of Vistnam.
3. STAFE OPFLCERS

Depubty Commanding General, Air

Chief of Stafl

Deputy Chiefl of 3taffl

Depuby Chief of Staff, Plans

Majlor General Charles J.
QUILTER, U. 8. Marine Corps
22dun68 - 31DecH8

Malor General Earl E,
ANDERSON, U. 8, Marine Corps
21Becb] = 31lDecé8

Colconel Michael MOSTELIER
Ue 8¢ Marine Corps
SAugbd - 31Dechl

Brigadier General Warren X.
BENKFETT, U. 3. Army
53ep68 = 31Decbd
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Lasistent Chief of Staff, G-1 Colonel Maurice ROSE,
U. 8. Marine Corps
12Julé8 - 31Decéd

Assistent Chlef of Btalf, G=2 Colonel Rey N. JOENS,
U, 3. Marine Gorps
29Julé68 - 31DecéB

Aszsistent Chief of Staff, G=3 Brigadisr General Carl W.
U. 8. Marine Corps
lSAugéB - 31Dec6td

HOFFMAN,

Depuby G=3 Colonel Marion G. DALEY,
U. 8, Marine Corps
10et68 - 31Dec6bd

Asgistant Chief of Staff, G=l4 Colonel Lawrence C. NORTCH,
Use 8. Marine Corps
L Juléd - 31DecHB

Asgistant Chief of Staff, G=5 Colonel Howard A. WESTPEALL,

Ue 8. Marine Corps
Wove8 - 31Dectd

Assistent Chief of 8taff, G-6 Colonel Bill E. HORNER,
Us 3. Marine Corps
T8epb8 = 31Dect8

Force Psychologleal Operations Colonel Harold CHASE,
Gfficer Ues 8. Marine Corps
lAugb8 - 31Decé8

Force Supply Offlcer

Colonel Alfred C. TAVES,

Us 8. Marine Gorge
22Julb8 - 31Dect

Force Staff Judge Advocate

Colonel Paul W. SEABAUGH,

U. 8., Marine Corps
SAugbd - 31Dec6l

Force Engineer Qfficer

Colonel Kenneth R. BLAND,

Ue 8. Morine Gorgs
22May68 = 31DectH

Fores Adjutent Major James H. LYLES,
Us '8« Marine Sorps
84ughb8 = 31DecbH8
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Assistant Chilef of 3taflf, Iieutenant Cclonsl Daniel J.

Comptroller FORD, U. 8. Marins Corps
25Julb8 - 31DechB

Force Information Services Colonel Paul M. MCRIARTY,

Qfficer Us. 8. ¥Marine Corps

29Juléd = 31Dechbd

Officer in Charge, COC Lisutenant Colonel James H.
MACLEAN, U. 8. Marine Corps
21Jul68 - 31DecébB

Force Food Services Officer Lieutenant Colonel Leslie P.
DAY, U. 8. Marine Corps
288epb8 ~ 31Decbd

Force Chaplain Captsin Robert W. RADCLIFFE,
U. S. Navy
50ct68 = 31Dect8

Force Surgeon _ Captain John H. STOVER Jr.,
U. 8. Havy
12May68 - 31lDectd

Force Dentel Officer : Captain Williem L. DARNELL Jr.,
- U. 8. Navy
1Julél - 31Dect8

Porce MHotor Transport Officer Ma jor Jossph N. EGGLESTON,
Us 8o Marine Corps
9Maré8 - 22Decbl

Lieutenant Colomel Ken D.
BARWES, U. 8. Marine Corps
239@c6é - 31Dechl

Forece Ordnence Officer Colonel James LEQK,
: U. B84 Marine Corps

228epb8 = 31DechH

Protocel Officer v Ma Jor Robert E, GIBSOH,
Ue 8. Marine Corgs
19Julé8 - 31Decd

Force Special Services Officer Colonel William BIEHL Jr.,

Ue Be Harine Gorgs
304ug6b8 = 31Dech
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Director, Transportation Control

Center

Force Inspsctor

USHC ILislson Officser, MACY

USHC Liaison Officer, TthAF

UsHG Idisison Officer, ROENG

Staflf decrebary

DECLASSIFIED

Lieutpnbnt Solonel John ¥,
GOUED, U, 8. Marine Corps
lFebé& - 31Dscb8

Colonel James W. SHARK,
Ue 8. Marine Corps
1686p68 -~ 31Dechd

Colonel Carl B. SCHMIDT,
U. 8. Marine Corps
223epHh8 = 31DechH

Colonsl Carl E. SCHMIDT,
Ue. 8. Marine Corps
22%epb8 = 31DectHS

Tdeutenant Colonel Lewis J.
BACHER, Us 2. Marina Gorps
ZQJunmé - 31Dect8

M&jor Harold E. HAWKINS,

Ue- 8. Marine Corps
25ep68 ~ 31DecH8
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yrCLASSTFTER PART I1
NARRATIVE SUMMARY
1. INTRODUCTION.

a. QENERAL. During December 1968, III Marine Amphibious
Force Headquarters was located in East Danang, Republic of
Vietnam. The average personnel strength was 139,581, an
increase of 1,859 over the previous month.

b, ACTIVITIBS. III MAF continues to be guided by
COMUSMACY Letter of Instruction (IOI 3-66) dated 30 March
1966 in pursuit of its objectives for December 1968.

2. OVERALL EVALU!%;OH. Enemy sctivity remained at an
unusuelly low leve oughout the month of December. III
MAF units throughout the ICTZ experienced only very light

contact in the course of their operations as the enemy's
major units continued to avoid contact with allied forces.

Early in the month Marine and ARVN units completed
Operation Meade River, a nineteen day operation which had
netted over a thousand enemy KIA as well as 172 prisoners.

During the month of December, III MAP units conducted
a total of twelve major unit operations in the ICTZ.

UNCLASSIFIED
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HicTAtarPIED PART III (S)
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, DECEMBER 1968

1. SUMMARY OF OP%EA%IOHS. (The following three operations
had moderate to signiflcant contact).

a. QOperation MEADE RIVER. The lst Marine Division (1st
Marines(-) (Rein continued olear and search operations in
Quang Nam Province with significant contact for the period
1-9 December 1968. At 010900E L/3/5 while on a sweep received
small arms and automatic weapons fire from an unknown number
of enemy in prepared positions. L/3/5 returned fire, called
artillery and air strikes. Results of contact were 1 USMC
KIA, 28 USMC WIA, and 7 NVA KIA. At 021700H F/2/5 while on
a sweep received amall arms and B-j0 rocket fire from an
estimated 20 enemy. F/2/5 returned fire and was supported
by artillery. Results of contact were 5 USMC WIA and 7 NVA
KIA. At 051200H I/3/26 and K/3/26 assaulted fortified positions
after two days of intensive air and'urtillors preparation.
Results of contacts were 58 NVA KIA. At 070830H A/1/7
engaged an unknown number of enemy. A4/1/7 fired small arms
and automatic weapons and were supported by artillery, 8lmm"
mortars, and alr strikes. The enemy broke contact and fled.
Results of contact were 8 USMC KIA, 17 USMC WIA, and 22 NVA
KIA. At 081600H H/2/5 received heavy small arms fire from
an enemy bunker complex. H/2/5 returned fire snd called air
strikes. Results of confact were 5 USMC KIA, 1L USMC WIA, -
39 NVA KIA, and 1 PW/EVA. At the same time that H/2/5 was
in action, L/3/26 received heavy small arms fire and auto-
matic weapons fire from an estimated 25 NVA. L/3/26 returned
fire and was supported by artillery. Friendly casualties
were 5 USMC KIA, 11 USMC WIA, and 15 NVA KIA. Operation
MEADE RIVER terminated at 091800H December 1968.

be Operation SCOTLAND II. The 3rd Marine Division
(Task Porce Hotel) continued clear and search eperations in
Queng Tri Province with moderate contast for the period
1-31 December 1968. At 111715E F/2/l. engaged an estimated
30 NVA occupying a well fortified position. The enemy was
armed with 1l2.7mm machine guns, automstic weapons, and
mortars. F/2/l; returned fire, supported by artillery and
air atrikes, and maneuvered to attack. Results of contact
were 12 USMC KIA, 30 USMC WIA, and 7 NVA KIA. At 291230H
C/1/4 found a NVA field hospital containing various medical
supplles including ten S5cc bottles of opium.

[NCLASSIFIED
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ce Operation TAYLOR-COMMON. The lst Marine Division
commenced clear and search operations in Quang Nam Province
at 070001H with moderate contact for the period 7-31
December 1968, At 071348H C/1/5 found a cache contel ning
50-70 tons of rice and 2 million piasters, A4t 111130H lst
Recon Platoon directed air strikes onto 20 enemy in the open
accounting for 15 NVA KIA. At 131831H C/1/5 received small
arms fire from an unknown number of enemy. C/1/5 returned
fire killing 16 VC. PFriendly losases were 7 USMC KIA, and
5 USMC WIA. At 151720H I/3/5 found 25 NVA XIA. Between
1914 30H and 191645H artillery directed by lst Recon patrols
accounted for 20 VC KIA. There were no friendly casualties.

d. The following nine operations did not have any
significant contact during the period indicated:

OPERATION PROVINCE PERIOD

HENDER3ON HILL QUANG NAM 1«6 December 1968
NAPOLEON-SALINE QUANG TRI 1-9 December 1968
KENTUCKY QUANG TRI 1-31 December 1968
DAWSON RIVER QUANG TRI and 1-31 December 1968

THUA THIEN

NEVADA EAGLE THUA THIEN 1-31 December 1968
VERNON ILAKE II QUANG NGAI 1-31 December 1968
HARDIN FALIS QUANG NAM 2-31 December 1968
MARSHALL MOUNTAIN - QUANG TRI 10-31 December 1968
FAYETTE CANYON QUANG NAM 15«31 December 1968

2, CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY. See page 2i.
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3. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

8.

165

1II MAF Casualtiess

USMC USN USaA USMC USN USA USMC USN USA
1

(1) Battle

KIA WIA DOW

12 42 1099 48 350 12 15

(2) Non-Battle

DEATHS INJ/ILL
USMC USN USA USMC USN USA
27 0 13 125 0 143
b. Number of Courts-Martial tried:

Coe

Summary 114
Special 113

General 13

Short tons of Mail sent and received by III MAI':
Sent: 399 Received: 1197

11

USMC USN USA
0 o 54
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4o Personnel,
te ©Speciel Services Activities
(1)

LIBRAEYS On 28 Decepber MCBet commenced work on 1ns
gtelling central air conditioning, It should be completed by the 5th of
January 1965,

(b) THELTER: The thester was operstionsl 25 deys in
Decenbes, Totel attendence was 29,733

() COMASTUMS The Gymnasium wes operstionel 30 deys
in December.

()

{e) B G CENTER$ The bowling center wes opersiional 24
deys in December, '.!!otnl attendence weg spproximetely 3,260, The Pan
Pagific Company gave the Bouling Center & thoreugh check and fixed most
of the lanea.

L83 No chmnge from last report.

(£) CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED: The Amph Thester stage was
painted and the stege deck wes ssnded and refinished.

g) JOR CONET PINGs VWork is due to stert socon
on the roof over 'bhe Eeer Garden. Alﬁe, the Bageball Balting Cage will
be shberted in Jenusry, Seandbagging of erosion ares on Freedom Hill has
temporarily been helted beceuse there are no wehicles availsble te haul
seudbagds

. MAJOR ACTIVITIES: Evangelist Billy Greham spoke at the
Amphi theater on ’Gha 23rd of Deoember. Thers were spproximstely 1,000
present, On the 24th of December Bob Hope presented his annusl Christmag
Show here, There were epproximately 16,000 men presents The following
dey Archibishop Terence J. Cocke, Military Vicer of thse Armed Forces, and
Archbleghop of New York, seid mass with spproximetely 500 participating,

(2) B&R Aotivities
(a) 0f 6784 seets allocated to III MAF, 5854 were f£illed for
86, 3% utilization, Of 8368 seuts allocated to III MAF (Including Navel
Forces in I Corps), 7336 were filled for 87,6% utilizstion, Totel

allocetions for Denang B&R Center conalsted of 13,483 sests of which
12,158 were filled for e utilizstion percentage of 90, 2%.

Enclosure (1)
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The following are the

December stetistics fnr IIT wmx DarpaB&R usgge for efch oubmof=

country sites

SIIE IIL MAF I CORPS LOTAL
BAHNGECR 1288 &1 2179
HONG KONG 1023 680 1703
TAIFEL 63 Vi 1087
TOKYO 410 175 585
MANTLA 08 305
S NGAPORE 170 1675 33
SYINEY 1305 994 239:
HAWALY 1587 1160 2141
OEINAWE 221 14 235
KUALL LUMPUR 191 85 Zié6
PENARG il 165 iy
TOT ALs 7336 L322 12168

Quotas allocated were

ubilized by 1,119 paraonnel. Thxs doas not include daily nsers;. Dally
users for ‘bhe month of Decewber totaled 6,100,

(3)

(&)

Gale Yardborough 1720 Dec
Bob Hope 24 Dec
Johuny Grant 235 Dec

Messeges seut 13, 146
Mepgsages recelved 7,807
Phone patches sent 8,173
. Phone petches recelved 20
Hogpitel cells 676

DECLASSIFIED
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(5) ’{I‘gge Facility

(a) 11,941 prerecorded musical tapes were produced during
this perlod.

(b) 8,509 prerecorded muslcal tapes were sold during this
period,

(6) Eila Library
(a) 80 films were put into the circuit in I Corps area.
(b) 180 films were repaired by this facility,

(a) 39,499 Stars & Stripes papers were distributed in the
I Corps area on a dally basls,

ENCLBURE (1)
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b. Force Chaplain,

(I ! I

1 December, Force Chaplain visited Tan An Tin Lanh (Protest-
ant Evangelical Church of Vietmam) in company with Mr, Tom
STEBBINS and Rev, Le Cao Quay to survey need for assistance
in out-patient clinic bullding project. Visited China Beach
Orphenage,

L December, I Corps Supervisory Chaplain's Conference was
held in Commanding General's briefing room. 22 Supervisory
Chaplains were in attendance at the meeting at which religious
programming and VIP visitations were discussed and Colonel
Harold CHASE, USMC addressed the group on the implications of
Psychological Operations. The Navy Chaplain Corps Anniversary
was celebrated with a dinner at China Beach "O" Club., Eighty
two Army, Alr Force and Navy Chaplains attended, The Force
Chaplain was the speaker,

E December, The Force Chaplain visited 1/5, 1st Marine Division
o participate in a Memorial Service.

%-ll December. Force Chaplain visited NAVFORV Chaplain and
V Chaplain in Saigon and attended the MACV Supervisory

Chaplains Conference at Bien Hoa,

12 December, As Program Sponsor, Force Chaplain planned III
ducational Program scholarship award ceremony with Father

Bernard HUONG, Chairman of the Scholarship Committee. Force

Chaplain entertained delegation from the S5th ARVN Regiment

to plan children's Christmas program,

1% December. Force Chaplain met with Danang area Supervisory
aplains to divide responsibilities relating to Christmas

visits of the Navy Chief of Chaplains, Dr, Billy Graham and
Archbishop Terence Cooke, Catholic Military Vicar for the
Armed Forces,

IE December. The Force Chaplain was visited by the Force
plain, FMFPac and discussed chaplain distribution and

religious coverage problems, Jewish Chanukah Services were
held at III MAF Chapel by Chaplain, Captain, Morton SINGER, USA.

16 December. Force Chaplain visited Tin Lanh (Protestant Church)
Orphanage and Catholic Orphanage in Hoi An to distribute
Christmas gifts to orphans and to discuss a school building

plan for the first mentioned orphanage. Force Chaplain

visited CDR Chu Ke Myung, the ROK Marine Chaplain to discuss

our support requirement of their consumable religious supplies,

17 December. Force Chaplain met with Area Supervisory Chaplains
o nalize plans relative to Christmas services scheduled at
Freedom Hill Amphitheater incident to the visits of Dr, Billy

ENCLOSURE (/)
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Graham and Archbishop Terence Cooke. Visited Division Chaplain,
1st Marine Division. Chaplain, Captain, Morton SINGER, UsSA
attached to XXIV Corps, but responsible for the entire Jewish
program in I Corps, was killed in an Aircraft accident at Chu Lai.

lg December. Force Chaplain attended Memorial Service for
aln SINGER at XXIV Corps Headquarters in Phu Bai, Force

Chaplain entertained Lt, Pham Hong DOAN of National Police
Headquarters and arranged for a supply of 130 gifts for their
children's Christmas party.

20 December. Force Chaplain attended Hai Chau Tin Lanh School
Christmas party and delivered 350 gifts for same. Force Chaplain
visited the Venerable Thick Nhu Buu, the Senlor Buddhist Chaplain
of I Corps and discussed a school enlargement project at the

Tan Lap Buddhist School.

21 December. Force Chaplain delivered eleven boxes of
childrens clothing to the Duytan Hospital.

22 December. As escort officer for the visit of the Navy

el o plains, Force Chaplain met his visitor at Chu Lai,
with the Chief of Chaplains, he particlpated in the dedication
of the new chapel at MCB-T74 and attended a conference of
Chaplains from the Chu Lai area, Force Chaplain held Memorial
Service for Chaplain SINGER at III MAF Chapel and then, as
Program Sponsor, participated in the III MAF Educational
Program Scholarship Award ceremony at the American/Vietnamese
Cultural Center.

ZE Docember, As escort officer, Force Chaplain accompanied

Chief o plains to NSA Danang where he pald a courtesy call
on COMNSA Danang and met with NSA and MCB Chaplains. Force
Chaplain picked up responsibility as escort officer for Dr.
Billy Graham and company. The Billy Graham service was held

at Freedom Hill with a large attendance. The Force Chaplains,
other area chaplains and the III MAF Protestant chapel choir
participated in the service. In the evening, the Force Chaplain
hosted a dinner at the China Beach "O" Club for Dr. Billy Graham
and party and the Navy Chief of Chaplains. Sixty nine area
chaplains attended. Lieutenant General R. E. CUSHMAN, USMC,

Dr. Graham, and the Chief of Chaplains addressed the group.

g% December. The Force Chaplain accompanied the Navy Chief
of Chaplains on his visit to meet with Phu Bal area Navy

Chaplains and then to the 3rd Marine Division where he partici-
pated in a Division Chaplains Conference and the dedication of
new chapels at the 3rd Medical Battalion and MCB-1l, Christmas
Eve (Protestant) Candlelight services and a Midnight Mass were
conducted in the III MAF Chapel.

ENCLOSURE(/)
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25 December. Protestant, Episcopal and Catholic Christmas
services/masses were conducted in the III MAF Chapel.

26 December. Archblshop rerence Cooke, Archblshop of New

York and Military Vicar for the Armed Forces was the guest of
TII MAF and celebrated mass at the Freedom Hill Amphitheater.
Force Chaplain attended & 1uncheon hosted by CG, 18t MAW for

the Archbishope.
27 December. Force Chaplein visited Force Logistic Command
To 41

scuss chaplain distribution problems and the forthcoming
dedication service of the Hoa Khanh Children's Hospital.

29 December, Force Chaplain visited 1st Marine Division
To discuss introduction of Jewish services there to be conducted
by laymen.

31 December. Force Chaplain said "goodbye" to 1968.

ENCLOSURE (/)
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5. Intelligence

a. General Enemy Situation. Enemy initiated activity was at an un-
precedented low level in all five provinces of the I Corps Tactical Zome
during the month of December. Enemy local force and guerrilla units con-—
tinued to maintain a limited degree of pressure on friendly tactical units
by resorting to local harassments; however, Lost major enemy tactical units
rei ained withdrawn and out of contact.

Although the enemy's basic tactical posture remained unchanged during
the month, one noteworthy exception was the relocation of the lst VC Main
Force Regiment, 2nd NVA Division, from QUANG TIN to southeastern QUANG NAM
Province. This movement represented an increased threat against vital areas
and key installations in the eastern part of the latter province.

Throughout the month a broad base of low level intelliigence reports
were received relating to an enemy 'Winter-Spring' offensive, These reports
indicated that the enemy intended to commence another major offensive by
conducting large-scale ground and sapper attacks in conjunction with wide-
spread attacks by fire throughout I Corps Tactical Zone. By end-December
however, these attacks had failed to materialize and 1t appiaivu tunat the
enemy had postponed his so-called "Winter-Spring' offemsive until late
January or "TET" in mid-February. This failure may have been possibly a-
scribed to the enemy's desires exceeding his capabilities, It may also be
explained by the continued aggressive nature of the wide-ranging cordon and
search, sweep, and recomnaissance-in-force operations conducted by FWMAF'S
in all five provinces.

Ground combat dropped to an extremely low level im QUANG TRI 2ro-
vince during the nonth of December. Most major enemy tactical units refused
engagement, concentrating their efforts instead on rewaining withdrawn in
areas safe from FWMAF maneuver and fire-power. One exception was an 1l
December contact by elements of the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, with an en-
eny unit subseguently identified by a W as the K-3 Battalion, X7th NVA
Regiment. This engagement took place northeast of the ROCKPILE near the
southern boundary of the DMZ in the normal operating area of this enemy
force, Elsewhere within the province however, friendly forces encountered
little serious opposition on the ground, us enewy efforts were limatad
largely to scattered harassing attacks by fire, most of which were of low
intensity and mdnor in nature, and acditional atterpts t interdict the vit-
al CUA VIET River. The rost significant attack by fire wus a 15-round
barrage of 140mm rocket fire directed against Vandegrift Combat Base on 23
December which resulted in light friendly casualties. No incoming artillcry
fire was recorded in GUANG TRI Province during the ionth, and only one ninor
mortar attack was reported to have emanated from within the DMZ. That attack
oceurred on 19 December and marked the first such incident since 28 November,
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Despite the 1 November halt «f bombing in and north of the DMZ, enemy
forces remained active there during December, engaging in a wide variety of
activities. .aerial observers, observation posts and surveillance equip~
ment reported an increased number of sightings within the DMZ, particularly
in the eastern portion. Photo interpretation indicated roads and trails
north of and in the DMZ showed signs of heavy use. Unconfirmed low level
agent reports indicated the infiltration of up to division size enemy units
into the DMZ as well as the coastal Plains area. With respect to infil-
tration in and through the bMI, significant intelligence vas obtained on 24
December when a PW captured six kilometers north of CAM LO, identified his
unit as the Sth Battalion, 31st Group,

While enemy offensive action was at a much reduced level, it appeared
that he continued to place major emphasis on infiltration of personnel as
well as equipment and supplies into WUANG TRI (P), particularly in the west-
ern portion of the province., Numerous SLAR indicators were recorded during
the month along the Laotian border and in the southwestern portion of the
province. These moving target indicators were complemented by several re-
ports of possible tracked vehicle wovenent, particularly in the KHE SANH-
LANG VLI area. Also, low level dgent reports mentioned the movement of di—
vision size units into the KHE SANH area,

Intell igence information derived from a wide range of sources wuring
the nonth indicated that the eneny 's so-calied "Winter-sSpring'" offensive
would be targeted against several units, positiuns, and locations in WUANG
TRI Province. Probably the most significant of this information was in the
form of documents taken from the body of an NVA licutenant believed to have
been a member of the K-10 sapper Battalion, who was killed near QUANG TRI
City on 15 December. The documents indicated that he had been conducting
a reconnaissance of Camp RED DEVIL (CP of the lst Brigade, 5th MECH Div)
and that attacks against that base, GUANG TRI City and HAI LANG were all
being planned. In addition to these documents, several agent reports ine
dicated that elements of the 7th FRONT, to include the K-10 Sapper Battal-
ion and possibly elements of the k-G and K-8 Battalions, supported by the
K-32nd Artillery Battalion, were to conduct attacks on WWANG TRI City and
its environs,

Operation NAPOLEON/3ALINE terminated in the northeastern portion of
QUANG TRI rrovince on 9 December. Total cunulative enemy losses for this
nine and one-hialf month operation were 3,495 RIA, 106 PW's, two VC LQIX
CHANH3, 631 individual and 200 crew-served weapons captured.

The anomalous situation wiich has existed for the Past several sonths
in THUA THIEN Province continued throughout the month of December. Majosr
enemy tactical units persisted in the avoidance of large-scale ground con-
frontations with friendly forces by remaining out of contact, and as a re-
sult enemy activity was alnost non-existent. What iittle activity there
was again took the forw of a few scattered harassing attacks by fire, nost
of which were in the eastern lowland areas. The heaviest of these attacks
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took place at PHONG DIEN on 4 December when the District Headquarters and an

Despite the drastically reduced level of enemy offensive action within
the province, enemy forces were active throughout the month in the A SHAU
Valley. In addition to humerous moving target indicators, visual reconn-

Route 922 and light to moderate vehicular traffic on Route 548. Of partic-
ular significance were the extensive road repair efforts on both of the
aforewentioned routes despite an extensive and continuing interdiction pro-
gran by friendly aircraft. The destruction of four trucks on Route 548 on
28 December which produced multipie secondary explosions and fires tended
to substantiate the enemy 's use of this key valley as a major infiltration
route for the novement of supplies and equipment into both THUA THIEN and
QUANG NAM Provinces,

While the rajority of major eneny tactical units subordinate to MRTTH
renained withdrawn into the western highlands and/or castern LAOS, there
were tenuous indicators during the month that certain of these units nmay have
redeployed toward the eastern part of the province. Documents captured on
12 December, nine kilometers southwest of PHONG DIEN, referred to the X-32nd
Artillery Battalion, a unit normally associated with the 6th NVA Regiment.
Complementing these docunents were additional documents taken from the bodies
of three NVA soldiers kilied in a 31 December contact Just west of Base Area
114 which revealed that the enemy unit in contact was an element of the 806th
Battalion, 6th Nva Regiment. These various docunents tended to substantiate
several agent reports received during the month indicating that this regi-
ment was operating in the vicinity of Base Area i1l4. In addition there were
several low level ageiit Feports reierring to a K~7 Battalion operating east
of the A SHAU Valley. There are Aka associations which cousd relate the k-7
with either the 29th or 90th NVA Regiments.

Statenents elicited from several P\W's andg Taiiiers auring the saith
spoke of preparations for AT attack on 0., however, the disposition of en-—
ey forces in and arounu titie Thla TUILA provincigl Capalial apparentiy pre—
Cluded the conauct ol 4 ++i 0T AtTack on the city itvseif,

Por the ti ra straight moutii LaNG s, - rovince adminated the sceae in
1 Corps.  duery tactical units suLordaulkte to FXUNY 4 pemainea active through-
Out tae eastern portion or the province, Particuiwily tiie souther SN ANG
TAUR, conauctany sporaaic light attacus LY JIiic as weil as severgl grouad
atvacks, 10st o which were siagti-~scaie, ilaore Corvinucd To ve oxtensive

recomuaissance sagatings of CUBIY TrO0 D LOVeueits Carougious the . LCA

UNsin during Decembe: . Lady O thiese Sighitings wese of Nva Lroo s wita .o
Tull corplonent of ali-$ an. @ dipinelt.  Jectical air strises wux/or artiiicry
tire .dssions resultea z; | Substantiol sdiber of thcse Chey trouds wilied.
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The preponderance of ground action in A0 Nall (¢ curing tue first twe
weeks of the month was concentr.ted in the Jink Lal area of the soutnern
JAMANG TAUR, and was incident o Opuration FIADE RIVER, tie highly successful
cordon and search operation in support of the Lccelerated Yacification Cake
paign. This 20-day operation involving elements of the ist rarine pxvision,
ARVN Forces, and eleuents of the 2nd ROKI G Drigade accounted for more than
1,200 enenty casualties, Py's and VoI and dealt a serious biow to the local
> infrastructure 1n eastern GUANG NaM (P;. The operation also succeeded in
inflicting heavy losses on one battalion of the 30th NVA Regiment and one
probable battaliion of the 368th .legiment.

The latter part of thc month saw elements of the 2nd NVA Division suffer
substantial personnel losses as a result of aggressive friendly operations
FAYETTE CANYON and TAYLOR COMMON/LE LOI. In the former operation the ist VC
Main Force Regiment, having rel ycated auring Decenber from wUANG TIN () to
southern GUANG NAM (1'j, was heavily encaged by elenents of the i96th Light
infantry Brigade west of UL S0. during the week of 15-21 Deceaber ard sufi-
ored nore than 160 KIA's, The rfollowing week, 336 hIA's were assessed against
<he 21st NVA Regiment by elements of the lst ARVN Ranger Group while partic-
ipating in the LE LOI portion of the latter operation near AN iCA.

‘Mile there were no large-scale enemty attacks in WUANG NAM Provinice, never-
theless, the month of December produced an impressive array of intceiligence
inforration indicating the eneny's intentions to conduct such atiacis, Durtlic-
ularly against DANANG City. Probably the most significant of tie 1nsorination
regarding an attack on DAMANG was provided by an NVA Captain who railied on
26 December and identified himself as the Assistant Region Commander, 1st
Region, DANANG City. The rallier detailed the attack pian and inaicated that
all combat und combat support uaits in WUANG NAM (P) including the 3lst NVA
Regiment, 2nd NVA Division in CUANG TIN (?), would be committed, less the
141st Regiment. The fact that the enemy railed to initiate such attacks was
attributed, in part, to the heivy losses he suffered in FWMAF/ARVN Operations
MSADE RIVER, FAYETTE CANYON anc TAYLOR COMMON/LE LOI.

Southern I Corps witnesse( little change in the general encny situation
suring the ionth of December. Jhe one notewortiy SXCEPTION wis Lol W /Gu il
5f the lst VO Main rorce Regim .t fron wbaNG TIN to UANC Nib d, .

Lajor enemy cactical units in 1.th UaNG TIN ana QoANG Nual Provanes. 0lGe-
secisive ground engagerents by remaining witharawi and out of coatay ™ =5 WL
siedmont and nahiland areas. Tateiiigence indicaled that thesc wi..l wos

cngaged in preparations for thd fortncoming 'winter-spring" oftfeuszay.

On the otiher nang, wocal rorce diw Leerriila ULdls Wele woiiVe L ¥
¢ .stern lowland areas of toth wovinges, CONAUCTINE SevVeris anilid | i
LotaCks and scatiered at.oCKs -7 Cire A8 Weal o> eNZEgig L TErSdlia e

HACASSIENT/A0TLildataon o hali oo/ Vil age resicents ine relugévi. RO
worthy with susoect o CLuacks o T

oA . S L e [N
. WELAE T AVE S lulalld luvae: at.hading il

LY 3o g . . NP ot P = Y o R
e deed wCiGDa as@ COiE el ot L Gdis 23 Jevcrasr. S Ol

e G s
e - N P . " . A N eta e ma h ey L
T TR Wl P VIV VY G LR S SUUR VLA YS ARSI SV R L
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Throughout the ronth 07 becember a wowiting bevy ©f nTeLiisenCy anior-
mation pointed toward an irpending attacx updn QUANG NGAD Cigy Dy e.cients cf
the 3rd NVA Division, supported by up ToO four Main and Lccal Force Battaiions.
Agents reporting during the month intimated that these attacks were immdnente
However, by the end of December it became apparent chat the enemwy had faliled
in his intentions to initiate this offensive. In this respect, Operation
VERNON LAKE was credited with keeping the enewy's forces off balance and pre-~
empting large-scale attacks on QUANG NCAT City.

b, cnemy Action Statistics. Facts pertaining to enerny activities in
Allied operating areas, including combat bases, for the nonth of December are
as follows:

Enemy Initiated Activity

I11I MAF S1DG ARVN RUsMC
Attack i 2 27 v
arbush 1 7 9 0
Assault By Fire 10 1 8 0
Harassing Fire 384 14 166 63
}.ine/Booby Traps 192 2 44 18
AA Fire 7% 0 i8 0

Total Acts of Terrorism for ICTZ - 99

c. Enery Order of Battle (Confirmed). Lnewy forces operating in ICTZ
on 31 December 1968.

(1) QUANG TRI: Confirmed units in QUANG TRI include only those
considered to be operating south of the DMZ. Major units are: the 7th Front
Headquarters; the 812th NVA Regiment and the k8 and K14 Infantry, the 10th
Sapper and the K32 Artillery Battalions subordinate to the 7th Front; and the
ond and 3rd Battalions of the 27th Independent NVA Regirent. Additionaliy,
four independent coiipanies are located within the province. The total con~
firmed strength in QUANG TRI is 3,400,

(2) THUA THIEN: Regimental iieadquarters, K48 and Kéw -attaiions of
tine 4th NVA Regiment; the Regimental lieadguarters, he and 510 .aiaatry aha Lo
Chi Thua 1 ané Chi Thua 2 wapper sattalions of the 5th NVA Regument; abd saven
independent conpanies are located within the province. The total confirwed
strength for TUA ThIEN 1is 2,325,

(3} UANG NiM: Lnemy forces in GUANG Nax are couprised of: tue Front

4 Headguarters; the 2nd Nva Divasion Headquarters and support units; wic isc
ve and the 2lst NVA Regiments of the ond NVA Division; the ne juwrnid. hedu=
Juarters, 102nd and i03rd battaiions of the 3ist NVi Regiient, the 3004 NVa
wegiment; the i4lst NVA Regipeut; the 3088 NVA arctiilery deginent, The 220,
Vis, D7 Infantry and the TBY and 3rd dapper Buctaiions of the Joth WA ler-
ent; the Ist sattalion of The OBD AV APTillery egiment; anu SeVenh -feds
w.ondent goLpanies. nne totai confiriedc stieagth in The proviace is 5000,
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(4) WUANG TIN: The 3lst NVA Regiment of the 2nd NVA Division;
four independent battalions and three indepemdent companies are located

in the province. The total confirmed strength in GUANG TIN is 1,820,

(5) WUANG NGAI: The Military Region-5 Headguarters; the 3rd NVA
Division Headquarters and support units; the Znd MF and 22nd NVA Regiments
of the 3rd NVA Division;'Regimental Headquarters, the 120th VC Infantry,
406th VC sapper and the 107th NVA Artillery Battalions of the 401lst KVi
Sapper Regiment; three independent battalions and ten independent companies
are located in the province. The total confirmed strength in QUANG NGAI
is 7,360,

d. Counterintelligencc.

(1) Counterintelligence Monthly Overview. Although the nunber of
reported VC counterintelligence-related incidents decreased siightly during
December, the general pattern of activity and high intensity level remained
wchanged. Low-level intelligence coliection activities using women and
children continue to be noted, The Viet Cong expended considerable energy
in efforts to extend their political control over the countryside and ime-
prove their image both in SVN and on the intermational political scene, VC
propaganda efforts to extend their population control were freguently rein-
forced by widespread terrorist activity. Several documents and prisoners
describe the present period as the second phase of a three phase plan in
which the political groundwork is being laid for an all-out offensive to be
launched at an unknown future date. The purpose of the offensive reportedly
is to influence the Paris peace talks. In sumuary, VC counterintelligence-
related activity was primrily comprised of intelligence and reconnalissance
preparations for any future offensive actions and widespread propaganda, sub-
version and terror designed to discredit the GVN and improve the position and
prestige of the NLFSVN, both at home and in Paris.

(2) Propaganda and Subversion. Viet Cong propaganda activity re-
mained at a high level during the month with frequent propaganda meetings
conducted by local cadre in VC controlled areas and by armed units irn con-
tested areas. Leaflets in both English and Vietnamese were fouad in wacy
sovernment controlled areas. Agent reports frequently stated that tihe reasoi
Yor the continuing propaganda drive was to prepare the population for a coa-
..tion government. A prevalent theme continued to be tne claim that North
Vietnam was wimning great victories at the Paris peace talks,

(3; Prolitical activity. Reported politicay activity declirea
slightly. It is probable that the Viet iong have astablisnec Feople's .L.er=
ation Conmittees in those areas where such activities are possible anc are
uow concentrating ¢fforts on extenaing the influence of these sstablisced
comittees. oscatteres reports were receivea-of Vo attempts to exploit
suddnist organizations. .An absence of nention of the Alliance of Natiouai

rene
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Democratic Peace Forces possibly reflects an effort to eliminate this organi-
zation as a potential rlval for the er>Vh in tne centext of the preSunt peace
talks, T o —

{4) Terrorism. Terrorist activity generally remained at the high
level of November, Continued emphasis was given to harassment of refugee
camps and assassinations of government officials. Reports indicate that per-
sonnel assigned to the pacification program have been targeted for increased
terrorist activity.

(5) osubotage. Sabotage remaincd at a low level with the pattern of
activities unchanged. River traffic on the CUA VIET River, bridges and cul~
verts on LOC's renained a target for interdiction.

(6} Espionage., Reported espionage activity increased siightly
during the ronth with activity primarily being reported in the two Northern
provinces of I corps. A reiatlvely large number of reports were received of

e, Enemy Losses., Enemy losses during the month of December were as
follows:

Iil MAF ARVN RORMC CIDG TOTAL
KIiA 2848 1806 283 110 5047
Detainees 1935 580 3 98 2716
PW/NVA 50 0 0 1 51
PV/VC 115 850 1 10 1016
Returnees/NVA 9 0 0 0 9
Returnees/VC 24 58 0 ¢ 82
Civil vefendant 234 1 0 0 2358
Innocent vivilian 1116 0 0 0 1116

indiv weapons §04 _597° 108 _ 22 1531 - L
¢/ Weapons - 54 69 6 1 130
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9 December 1968, The G-2, III Marine Amphibjous Force, assumed staff
supervision for the Kit Carson Scout Program in accordance with 1II
MAF order 3410.5B, Subject: "Standing Operating Procedures for Kit
Carson Scouts Program.!" The program had been under the supervision of
the Force PSYOPS officer since October 1966,

31 December 1968. The status of Kit Carson Scouts was as follows:

'EMPLOYING UNIT HIRED  IN TRAINING KIA WIA
1st MARDIV 102 0 0 1
3rd MARDIV 106 9 0 0
101st ABN DIV (AM) 153 10 0 2
Americal DIV 115 3 1 2

1-31 December 1968, Major accomplishments during this period were as
follows:

1ST MARDIV ~ 3ED MARDIV  101ST ABN DIV (AM)
10 |

A. VC KIA 39 2
B. VC CAPTURED 6 3 7
C. VCS CAPTURED VA 0 0
D. RETURNEES 3 0 1
E. WEAPONS RECOVERED 12 3 18
F. MINES/BOOBY TRAPS 39 0 39
G. GRENADES FOUND- 65 25 6
H. CACHES DISCOVERED 38 10 8
I. CAVES/TUNNELS
. DISCOVERED 34 0 7
J. PATROLS 775 350 1073
K. CLASSES CONDUCTED/

ASSISTED 320 0 0
L. PSYOPS BROADCAST

CONDUCTED 41 10 0

NOTE: Americal Division did not collect data on major accomplishments
due to a misunderstanding of new reporting procedures,

15 December 1968, A scout employed by lst Battalion, 26th Marines was kid-
napped from his home by eight armed enemy. On 22 December 1968 he escaped
frgxg his captors, He returned to the control of the Marines on 28 December
1968, _

28 December 1968. A scout employed by lst Battalion, 26th Marines was re-
commended for the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry (Gold Star) for hercic action
in the conduct of an ambush of an estimated twenty NVA soldiers. The scoub
accounted for fifteen confirmed kills, Although wounded during the action,
he continued the fight throughout the engagement.
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31 December 1968, Americal Division. Requests for Draft Deferments for
all scouts employed have been prepared for submission to the Ministry
of Defense, GVN,.
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6e LOGISTICS
a, General,

(1) The month of December was characterized by reduced
demends on the overall logistic system in ICTZ, The two factoré
chiefly responsible for this were the displacement of the lat
Air Cavalry Division from ICTZ during November and the
general shift in operational emphasis from northern ICTZ to
the South-Central portion of the Zone.

(2) The departure of the lst Air Cavalry (Operation
LIBERTY CANYON) permitted a marked reduction in the Northbound
shipping backlog and in general eased the pressure on the
logistical system,

: (3) The shift in operational emphasis from NICTZ to
the vicinity of the Danang TAOR typified by MEADE RIVER, a
multi-battalion operation which required substantial logistic
support. More than balasncing the load by this operation were
the factors of Short LOC and unexpectadly good weather.

(4) The unseasonal weather permitted unexpected gains
in airfields and LOC improvement, including the establishment
of the full-scale LSA at An Hoa,

(5) The above factors, combined with a trend of
reduced enemy interdiction of LOC's are covered in greater
detail in paragraph c, (Embarkation) and d. (Engineer), below.

be Dental,

(1) Periodic visits to III MAF dental facilities and
medical/dental facilities throughout ICTZ were made by the
Force Dental Officer during December,

(2) On 14 December the 18th Dental Professional and
Administrative Conference was held in conjunction with a meet-
ing of the I Corps Dental Society.

(3) The Force Dental Officer continues to hold MEDCAP
for the local populace at III MAF Dental Facility.

(4) Dental Civic Action (MEDCAP II) was conducted by
III MAF Dental Companies during the month of December as follows:

(a) Patients Treated: 2,797
(b) Dental Procedures: 7,111

27 Enclosure (1)
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ce Embarkation,

(1) Narrative Summary., There was sporadic opening and
closing of several airfields during the month, This was due
to airfield repairs which caused no adverse effect on operational
commitmentss An Hoa was closed during the period 3-7 December
for resurfacing of the runway, Alrlift operations commenced on
8 December for movement of troops and cargo to An Hoa in support
of Operation Taylor Common, Two airfields were opened to CTA
aircraft (Minh Long end Ha thonh)., The personnel and tonnage
for the month were lower in comparison to last month by 12,228
PAX and 1,574 8/Te The month of December showed a marked
decline in cargo backload for ICTZ ports, This was due to the
movement of the lstAirCavDiv from I Corps to III Corps, good
weather and full utilization of shipping assets, Enemy activity
had no effeet on shipping during the reporting period., During
this perlod there were 77 resupply, 53 retrograde and 11 unit
move CONvoyse

(a) Alr Operations Summary:

USAF USMC (FIXED WING) TOTAL
PAX CARGO(S/T) PAX (CARGO(S/T) PAX CARGO(S/T)
60,676 23,398.9 38,825 10,138,0 99,501 33,536.9

Special Missions Flown During December:
TYPE  REQUEST NO. ACFT TOTAL CARGO(S/T) PAX

CE 26 €130 1,371.7 4,128
CE 1 Cc74 215

(b) Surface Summary Operations:

63 Deep draft vessels debarked/embarked at Danan
4O MSTS LST's debarked/embarked at Danang .
28 USN LST's debarked/embarked at Danang

361 LCU/YFU's debarked/embarked at Danang

6L, Barges debarked/embarked at Danang

MONTHLY PORT BERFORMANCE SUMMARY (8/T)

PORT OFFLOAD DAILY AVG THROUGHPUT DAILY AVG

Danang 226347 7301 345145 11134
Dong Ha 10018 1291 148937 1579
Phu Bai 32097 1132 3238% 1283
Chu Lai 250 12 1 1
TRl aE00 5N A
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Highway Operations Summary

RESUPPLY MISSIONS (S/T)

Danang to An Hoa 4779
ARVN Convoys North 450
12

Others g_g%
Total 3

(2) CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF EVENTS.

1Dec

2Dec

3Dec

4Dec
SDec

éDec

TDec

8Dec

9Dec

10Dec

- CE to move Lox Traliler from Chu Lal to Cam
Rhan Bay. CE to move 1,498,195 lbs AM2 and
M81 matting from Danang to An Hoa,

- Movement of matting to An Hoa completed, CE
to move Lox Traller from Cam Rhan Bay to
Chu Lai, Dong Ha closed for repairs.

- Dong Ha airfield opened. An Hoa closed for
runway repairs,

- CE for movement of cannon assembly from
Danesng to Dong Ha,

- US Tourist departed for Okinawa with 108 S8/T
retrograde cargo,

- Mayfield Victory departed for Japan with 27
8/T retrograde cargo. CE to take J=65 engine
from Danang to Chu Lai and to move 350 PAX
from Danang to Duc Pho,

- USS Cohoes receovered LCM 6 No, 18 which sank
near Tan My on 18 Nov, CE to move primer
percussion from Danang to Dong Ha.

- An Hoa airfield opened, CE to move 166 PAX
from An Hoa to Danang and to move GCA set
from Chu Lai to An Hoa,

- Dong Ha airfield closed till 1600 for
repairs. CE to move antenna from Danang to
Chu Lai, 150 PAX from Dong Ha to An Hoa and
advance party for Operation TAYLOR COMMON.
8S Los Angeles departed to CONUS with 372
8/T retrograde cargo.

- CB to move 150 PAX from Dong Ha to An Hoa,

Transglobe departed to CONUS with 234 S/T
retrograde cargo.

Enclosure (1)
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12Dec

13Dec

14Dec

15Dec
16Dec

18Dec

19Dec

20Dec
21Dec

22Dec

23Dec

u . I

Committed for a daily shattle of 200,000
1lbs of ammo from Danang to An Hoa via Cl23.
CE to move switchboard from Danang to Dong
Ha,

CE to move 1447 PAX and cargo for Operation
TAYLOR COMMON.

CE to move 1100 PAX and cargo from Quang
Tri to An Hoa and 155 PAX and cargo from
Dong Ha to An Hoa,

CE to move 1100 PAX and cargo from Quang

Tri to An Hoa and 70 PAX and cargo from Bong
Ha to An Hoa, CE to move generator and
electrical equipment from Danang to An Hoa,
Dredge Sandcasterdamaged when dredging in the
mouth of Porfume River st approx gﬁ09353 by
explosion thought to be caused by a dud
mortar round,

CR to move 215 PAX from Danang to Baldy.

Seatrain Carolina departed for Okinawa with
134 S/T retrograde cargo.

American Corsair departed for CONUS with 371
8/T retrograde cargo.

Requirement for daily ammo shuttle from Chu
Lal to Minh Long via C7A aircraft, delayed
due to status of Minh Long airfield,

CE to move radar gear from Danang to Phu Bai,

LCM-8 No, 857 hit mine causing light damage
at Dong Ha/Cua Viet.

Quang Tri line mined near Camp Evans in
several places, Repairs wlll take approx 2
days, Tan My YOG 76 went aground port side
of chennel. Rescue attempts unsuccessful
due to heavy seas, ARS on scene and will
make rescue attempts at first lighte, CE to
move JP=li from Danang to An Hoa,

YOG 76 rescue attempts unsmccessful due to
8-10 foot surf in channel, No indication of
bottom damage to YOG .or that YOG is in
danger of breaking up. ARS standing by to
assist when weather abates, Tan My RMK/BRJ
Tug Farmer capsized and sank in channel

220945H,
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2iDec - CE to move cannon assembly from Danang to
Dong Ha, Minh Long alrfield opened. YOG
freed from Tan My channel at 2)j1030H and towed
to Danang by Reclaimer,

No personnel casualties, Channel considered
blocked until Pug Farmer located/salvaged,
Port of Tan My closed, ‘

25Dec = CE to move JP=4 from Danang to An Hoa, Ammo
shuttle committment to Minh long started.
Quang Tri line repaired (see 22Dec entry)e.
Port of Tan My opened, Tug Farmer not located
as of this date.

26Dec = Camp Evans airfield closed for repair until
approximately 6Jan69, Quang Tri airfield
closed until 27Dec for repair. Gretna Victory
departed for Barstow with 345 8/T retrograde
cargo. Tug Farmer located and is not
blocking channel,

27Dec - Quang Tri opened. CE to move JP-4 from
Danang to An Hoa. Transglobe departed for
Okinawa with 532 S/T retrograde cargo,

28Dec -~ Grove City Victory departed for Subic/Hawaii
with 59 S/T retrograde cargo.

31Dec - An Hoa airfield closed by 834th Air Division,
Ha Thanh opened to C7A aircraft,

d, Engineer,

(1) Road and Bridge Resume., Incidents of enemy harass-
ment and interdictlions on primary lines of communication declined
slightly from the previous month., Five (5) bridges and five (5)
culverts were damaged or destroyed. New construction during the
month produced twelve (12) new bridges and thirty-nine (39) new
culverts while repairs continued on sixteen (16) bridges. 750
feet of tactical bridging was installed., Asphalt paving of QL-1
between Chu Lai and Tam Ky by the 9th Engineer battallomn, with
Seabee equipment, commenced during the month, with 5.7 Ems of
two-lane highway paved.

(2) Vietnamese National Railroad, Restoration of the
Danang -Hue segment of the rallroad has continued rapidly and is
nearing completion. A 150 foot bridge northwest of Lang Co was
completed on 2l December and repairs to a 160 foot bridge east
of Phu Loc were completed on 31 December. Only twelve (12)
kilometers of track remain to be restored, and the entire 103
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kilometers between Danang and Hue should be completed well
ahead of the previously estimated 1 Pebruary completion date,

(3)

An Hoa Airfield/Combat Base. The 3500 foot run-

way and turnarounds were completely resurfaced with AM-2
Aluminum Matting, the runway was widened from 60 feet to 72
feet, and the taxiways and parking aprons were resurfaced with
MBAl Steel Matting. The runway was closed for these repairs
on 3 December, and was reopened again on 8 December. A 140
foot by LOO foot Logistic Support Area was completed for
operations on 10 December, and aceelerated efforts continued
through this month in accomplishing the construction of new
ammo storage areas, new refueling facilities, and many other
cantonment facilities to support increased combat operations
in this area,

ee Food Services,.

(1)

On 5 December, Force Order P10110,5 (III MAF Menu

Service) was approved for publication and will become effective
on 1 February 1969,

(2)

The monthly meeting of the III MAF Food Service

Planning Board was held at Camp Horn on 9 December,

(3)

On 10 December FLC assumed control of the Army Class

I dump at Quang Tri, The Marine Corps now provides all Class
I Support in the Quang Pri - Deng Ha complex. i

(4)

The III MAF Subsistance Operational Analysis Report

for the month of November was submitted to HQMC on 19Dec. Data
highlights follow:

Value of "A"™ and "B" Rations Issued $3,026,571,419
Value of MCI's issued $1,256,613,73
Average Dally Fed "A"™ and "B"™ Rations 77,885
Average Daily Fed MCI's 19,460
Daily Average Cost to Feed "A™ and "B" 1,2953
Daily Average Cost to Feed ™AW, “B" & MCI's 1,4666
Pounds of Bread Manufactured ' 639,5
Pounds of Bread received from Army 55,96
Gallons of Milk Purchased (Foremost) 408,580
Gallons of Ice Cream Purchased (Foremost) 6ly,677
Gallons of Ice Cream Manufactured 3,167
Pounds of Ice Purchased (Commercial) 8,665,09%
Number of Rations Sold 9

0
Cash Collected for Meals Sold $13,068,77

Totel expenditures for Class I Supplies
for Nov U.8. and ROK forces $5,U462,652,6l;
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f. Motor Transport

(1) Statistics for the month of December for the
five motor transports are as follows:

Mileage: 354,161
Tonnage : 49,334
Passengers: 95,506

(2) On 1 and 2 December the FMFPac MT Supervisor!'s
Course was conducted for members of FLC. This service was
performed for the lst Marine Division from L to 2l December.

(3) On 3 December Major J.N. EGGLESTON departed III
MAF at the completion of his tour of duty. CWO PAGE assumed
duties as Force Motor Transport Officer until the arrival of
LtCol K.D. BARNES on 23 December,

(4) On 6 December instruction on the M123A1C Truck
Tractor was completed, and the team departed for Okinawa on
the following day.

(5) On 31 December the Multifuel Instruction Team
arrived from Okinswa under the charge of Captain J., BROWN.

g+ Ordnance

(1) The direct exchange of chrome chambered rifles to
III MAF units and initial issue of M16Al rifles to lstMAW, 1lst
FSR, and 7th Bulk Fuel continues. The status of the progranm is
as follows:

(a) Maneuver Units. 1004 equipped with chrome
chambered rifles, Rifles on hand total approximately 28,782
(Reported in November Chronology).

(b) Combat Support and Combat Service Support
Unitse 96% equipped with chrome chambered rifles, Chrome
chambered and standard chambered rifles on hand total
approximately 25,825 and 1,121 respectively. Standard chambered
rifles sre in the process of being exchanged at the present time,

(c) Initial Issue. Total remaining initial issue
requirements for III MAF are as follows:

1st MAW 3,963

1st FSR 3,885

Tth Bulk Fuel 1
Total »00
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(2) As of 30 November 1968, there was a total of 3,321
short tons of suspended ammunition in the ASP's on which disposition
jnstructions from CMC had not been received., During the period
1 December to 31 December, an additional 3406.,9 short tons of
emmunition was suspended, bringing the total number of short tons
in the ASP's to 6727.9. During the month of December, disposition
jnstructions from CMC were received on 112,9 short tons of
suspended emmunition, thus reducing the quantity to 6615 short
tons.

(3) 21 M107 175mm Guns are currently being held at
FLC pending spare parts distribution and deprocessing. Firing
tables for the M107's have been mailed direct to the batteries
affected and a provisional ISSA is being formalized by CMC and
the Department of the Army for technical assistance in
deprocessing and initial deployment.

he Supply

(1) Gurrently, approximately 93% of the in-country
requirements for lightweight rainsuits have been satisfied.
The quantity to be delivered to the Third Force Service Regiment
for Contingency Reserve, replenishment and available for issue
(in preperation for the 1969-1970 Monsoon Season) exceeds 56,000,

(2) Increased emphasis has been placed on the recovery
of lightweight utilities in order to reduce requirements for new
procurement., Force Bulletin 4400 of 21Dec68 was published
directing command attention to this matter. Additionally, the
Third Force Service Regiment will provide a monthly report to
this Headquarters reflecting total monthly recoveries.

(3) The rehabilitation of unserviceable but reparable
lightweight utilities was studied during the month, The Pur-
chasing and Contracting Officer, III Marine Amphibious Force,
has invited price quotations and is obtaining work samples prior
to determining the practicability of a rehsbilitation program.

(4) In an effort to determine the impact of various
stockage criteria, major commands have been requested to provide
statistical data to this office., Data will be analyzed and the
results and a recommendation will be forwarded to the Commanding
General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.

(5) Planning for the 1969-1970 Monsoon, including
analysis of past and projected requirements, has been completed,
Notable is the reduction of line items to be force fed to using
units. This reduction was determined to be essential because
the force feeding of quantities based on requirements submitted
almost 8 months in advance of need generated excesses at the
using unit level. Additionally, the requisitioning of required
items will eliminate unnecessary management programs,
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(6) A ¢onference concerning the transfer of res-
ponsibility for . processing personal effects and baggage
in the Phu Bai area was held on 23 December 1968, As a
result, effective 15 January 1969, the 26th General Support
Group, U. 8. Army will assume these dutles. (Force Logistic
Support Group-Alpha, currently responsible, is being deactivated).
The Force Assistant Supply Officer represented the III Marine
Amphibious Force and directed the conference. Representatives
from the following commands were present: Force Logistic
Command, Force Logistic Support Group-Alpha, 26th General
Support Group, XXIV Corps, USA Support Command (Danang) and the
Naval Support Activity (Danang). :

i, Medical

(1) The total average patient load for the two Medical
Battalions and 1lst Hospital Company was 362 with a total of
1448 admitted and 301 patients evacuated out of country. Sl
pints of whole blood were expended to use,

(2) 1Information relative to III MAF in-patient treat-
ment facilities 1ls as follows:

TAOR UNIT AUTH BEDS ACT BEDS AVG CENSUS %0CC
Quang Tri 3d Med En (-~) 2,40 140 yn 53
3d MarDiv
CSB Vander~ C=Co (=) 10
grift 3d MedBn
Dong Ha D=Co 15 15 6 Lo
3d MedBn
Danang 1lst MedBn 240 180 111 62
lst MarDiv
Danang 1st HospCo 100 100 70 70
lst MarDiv

(3) The USS Sanctuary (AH-17) was LogSup III MAF the
entire month of December, The USS Repose (AH-16) was LogSup
ITII MAF from 1 December 1968 until 26 December 1968. Departed
for Subic Bay for Up-Keep, 27 December 1968 and will return
LogSup III MAF on 7 January 1969, Both ships were on station
at the below listed locations as the tactical situation required.

(a) Quang Tri - Dong Ha operating area

(b) Northern Station - approximately equidistant
from Phu Bai and Wunder Beach

(¢) Danang Harbor
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(4) III MAF Medical Department strength as of 31Dec68
is as follows:

2100 2300 HM!'s
Allow/OH Allow/OH Allow/OH
1st MarDiv 90 75 17 14 1137 1224
3rd MarDiv 74, 68 1y ° 13 1075 984
13t MAW 3. 34 2 3 234 194
FLC/1stFSR 13 8 166 149

IIT MAF Hq

7 b
Totals ET% 13% E% 39 2%&% 2%68

(5) PFigures shown under III MAF Headquarters include
126 Hospital Corpsman assigned for the Combined Action Program.
as follows:

CAG #1 CAG #2 CAG #3 CAG #h
(Chu Lai) (Danang) (Phu Bai) (Quang Tri)
26 49 35 16

(6) There was no dispersal of insecticlides accomplished
during the month of December 1968,

(7) Col H. R. UNGER, MC USAF, Chief of Professional
Services, Office of the Command Surgeon, MACV and Maj L. O.
PRATT, WC USAF, Nursing Advisor, visited facilities ICTZ period
7-11 December 1968,

(8) cdr H., E. DANIEL, MSC USN arrived 29 December 1968
and relieved Cdr W. B. MC DUFFIE, MSC USN as Adminlstrative
Assistant to the Force Surgeon on 1 January 1969,
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7. Comptroller
a, Significant Eveunts for December

6th Piaster Expenditure Control Committee meeting conducted. Discussed
Piaster Expenditure and AIK Budget execution.

7th LtCol. FORD to TAD, Saigon to discuss establishment of credit unions
with congressional subcommittee.

9th LtCol. FORD from TAD, Saigon.
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« Oivil Affairs.

a. Objectiveg. The basic objectives ef the III
Marine Amphibious Force Clvil Affalrs pregram remain
the seme.

b. Civie Action.

(1) Hilitafg civic action projects continue on
the increase during December with a noted improvement of
active participation by the populace. Cleser eceordination
of clvie action projects at all levels between FEMAF and
GVN eofficials is one of the deciding factors contributing
to the overall success of the program.

(2) Especially noteworthy this month is the
evidenced comradeship between US/FWMAF Forces and the
local populace that was brought forth due to the Christe
mas holiday celesbrations in whioh numercus gifts were
distributed by FWMAF. Many hamlets and villages placed
a new (TET like) importance on the Christmas celebrations.
A large number of social gatherings were held by the
pecple of the hamlets and villages in honor of FWMAF in
respective areas. The sentiment expressed was one of
unity of cause, close friendship and gratitude. This
good relationship between FWMAF snd the local populace
has eontinued to produce valuable intelligence informa-
tion to military units throughout I Cerps.

(3) Although MEDCAP*s continue to be one of
the mest effective ecivic action projects, several new
innovations have been introduced during this period.
Noteworthy has been the introduction of 15 mechsnical
cultivators in Thua Thien Province, which caused wide
spread interest and utillzation by rice farmers of the
area.

() Noted during this month has been the in-
creased interest by the people in self-improvement and

the improved coordination between the populsce and GVN
officlials.
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9. PSYCHOLUGICAL WARFARE OPERATIONS

as Chieu Hoi Program. 287 enemy personnel rallied during the reporting
period.

b. Statistics:

(1) Total leaflets distributed by air: 280,664,978
(2 Total hand distributed: 4,162,425
(3) Total number hours US grd/waterborne loudspeaker broadcasts

2,963105/30115
(4; Total number aerial loudspesker broadcasts 517100
Total posters produceds 29,737
(6) Total movies shown: T25
(7) Total cultural drama performancess 94

j' c¢. Campaign Support, number of leaﬂeta/air broadcastses

Lfts (air Dropped). Broadcast Hrs (Air)
(1) Chieu Hoi 219,857,938 265155
; (2) Anti VC/NVA 22,866,890 92125
: (3% Support GVN 19,252,650 92140
| (4) Rewards 18,687,500 66100

d. Tactical PSYOP in support of Major Operations:

OPERATION LFTS DROPPED ATR BDCST HRS
(1; Nevade Eagle 15,607,650 59303
(2) Vernon Lake II 10,792,000 40225
(3) Hardin Falls 130,000 None
(4) Fayette Canyon 3,716,900 6355
(5) Scotland 5,986,200 29:50
(6) Dawson River 6,548,000 18:00
(7) Kentucky 6,896,600 14300
ﬁeg Napoleon/Saline 54,592,800 16330
9) Marshall Mountain 4,615,000 13145
(10) lancaster 761,000 50
(11) Meade River $20
(12) Taylor Common 620,000 2155

e. Kit Carson Scout Activities. Cognizance over the Kit Carson Scout
Program has been transferred from PSYQOPS to the G-2 Section. Accordingly,
the KCS input to the Psychological Operations Command Chronology is deleted
for the month of December.

f. Narrative Summary.

(1) General.
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(a) The ITI MAF monthly PSYOP Conference convened on 20 December
at the III MAF Headquarters, with representatives of III MAF PSYCP, CORDS/
PSYOP, CORDS/Chieu Hoi, T7th PSYOP Battalion, and major US, ARVN and ROKMC
tacticel units in attendance. The agenda included discussion of security
for the Quang Ngai Chieu Hoi center; summation of PSYOP support for the
Nguyen Trai Campaign; and reviews of the status of the Accelerated Pacifi-
cation Campaign, the Chieu Hoi inducement rewards campaign, and the Chieu
Hoi Center Visitation program.

(b) Third Marine Division instituted operational employment of leaf-
let loaded artillery rounds. After overcoming initial fusing and packing
problems, the Third Marine Division is now successfully utilizing these
rounds for PSYOP targeted against otherwise inaccessible enemy units in
Northern areas,

(c) During the month of December, the Third Marine Division emplaced
40 transistorized "mini-radios" in bunkers and along trails in the DMZ.
These inexpensive radios, capable of air dissemination as well as hand
emplacement, are intended for discovery and use by NVA troops., It is
anticipated that these radios, capable of receiving Radio HUE, will be a
practical means of delivering non-Communist versions of news develop-
ments, particularly news of the Paris Talks, to the NVA soldier.

(2) Chieu Hoi Campaign.

(a) A total of 287 Hoi Chanhs rallied in ICTZ during December, bring-
ing the yearly total for the III MAF/I Corpe 1968 Chieu Hoi Cempaign to
3,118 Hoi Chanhs. This surpasses the 1967 ICTZ total of 2,539 Hoi Chanhs,

(b) During December, a new program was initiated to arrange tours of
Chieu Hoi Centers for civilians from contested areas. In Quang Tri Province,
a tour was arranged for 100 families, many of whom were known to have rel-
atives in the Viet Cong. The visitors talked to ralliers in the center and
listened to speeches explaining the Chieu Hoil Program. The visitors provided
the namea of more than 100 relativea in the Viet Cong, and individual letters
are to be written to these Viet Cong encouraging them to pally. Similar
tours were conducted on two occasions at the Danang Chieu Hoi Center. 1In
Danang, the tours included visits to the Lam Son Armed Propaganda Company
compound.

(3) Anti NVA Campaign.

(a) During the month of December, NVA tactical activity remained at
a relatively low level, with the result that PSYOP exploitation of NVA unit
vulnerabilities placed less emphasis on enemy casualties and greater emphasis
on such continuing vulnerabilities as food shortages, hardships, and lack
of medical supplies,
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(4) Anti VC Campaign.

(a) PSYOP activity targeted against the Viet Cong emphasized the
"Denounce the Viet Cong Infrastructure" (DVCI) Campaign. PSYOP support
of the DVCI Campaign continued to saturate new areas with propaganda as
additional hamlets were umcovered in the progress of the Accelerated Pac-
ification Campaign.

(b) Americal Division integrated it's PSYOP efforts in support of

the DVCI Campaign with efforts to counter local VC elections, supplementing
"most-wanted VCI" rewards leaflets with appeals to boycott false elections.

(5) Support GVN Campaign.

(a) PSYOP activity corducted in support of the Govermment of South
Vietnam was concerned primarily with support of the Accelerated Pacification
Campaign. The emphasis of this support was placed on '"face-to-face" PSYCP,
including the use of APT's and PRU's, the utilization of HE team loudspeakers
for speeches by local officials, and hand distribution of newspapers and
handbills informing civilians of developments in the Paris negotiations.

(b) In order to increase and improve dissemination of news among
the rural populace, III MAF PSYQOP and I Corps POLWAR have begun joint pro-
duction of the bi-weekly newspaper, Ban Tien. This small, but highly re~
garded, newspaper is a collection of relevant news articles culled from
Saigon newspapers flown daily to Danang. Initial circulation was 30,000
copies of each bi-weexly edition; 7th PSYOP Battalion has now increased
production to 50,000 copies per edition in order to meet the increasing
demand.

(6) Civilian Rewards Campaign., The III MAF/I Corps Civilian Rewards
program yielded 966 instances of rewards.payments to Vietnamese civilians
for information leading to the recovery of weapons and explosives, This
brings the yearly total for 1968 to 8,828 rewards incidents, which is a
quantum increase over the 1967 total of 1,083,
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10. COMMUNICATIONS

a, Message volume through the III MAF Communication Center

November December Increase Decrease
Incoming 36,400 35,997 2,403
Qutgoing 20,046 20,882 836
Total 58,446 56,879 1,567

b. Combat Operations Center Communication Center traffic

November December Increase

Incoming 55643 6,454 811
Outgoing 9,395 10,247 852
Total 15,038 16,701 1663

c. Headquarters, ILl MAF message traffic originated

Novenmber 3,870
December 14,080
Increase 210

d. The average daily subscriber initiated call rate through the
IIT MAF AN/TTC-28 was 9200 calls. This figure does not include an
estimated average of 2000 operator processed trunk calls for which no
accurate count is available due to capability of equipment.

8. Battlefield Surveillance Radar School operational and administrative
control passed from III MAF to 1lst MarDiv on 15 December 1968.

(1) During the reporting period, the IIT MAF operated school
graduated 5 student operators and conducted a special, one-week class
for 5 student operators.

(2) While operated by IIT MAF, the school trained a total of 361
personnel and calibrated 269 Radar Sets, AN/PPS-6.

f. GColonel MATTHEWS, Assistant Commander, lst Signal Brigade, visited
Colonel HORIER, G-6 on 2 December 1568.

g. 1LtCol DAVIS visited CEO, 3dMarDiv on 3 December 1968.

h. LtCol DAVIS visited 1st Log Comd on L December 1968.

i. 1tCol DAVIS and Major CONNELL visited the Crypto Repair Facility
project under construction at NSA DaNang (Sea Anchor) on 5 December 1968.

-3
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Jo LtCol DAVIS made a liaison visit to N~5, NSA DaNang on 7 December.

k. Major CONMELL made a liaison visit to ForLogComd (CCP) on 7 December.

1. Colonel BURNS, Dir, Ops, lst Signal Bde, Colonel RICHARDSON, C-E,
USARV, Colonel CRAWFORD, Ch, CommSysMgmtAgency, 1lst Signal Bde, and Colonel
MODISETT, MACV J-6 visited with G-6 representatives to discuss message relay
delays in ICTZ on 9 Decenber.

m. LtCol DAVIS visited Maintenance Bn, ForlogComd and 1lst MAW CEQ on
10 December.

n. III MAF/Area Coordinator ICTZ Cable Coordinating Committee met
at III MAF on 10 December.

o. LtCol DAVIS visited Sth Comm Bn and CEO, lstMarDiv on 11 December.

p. LtCol DAVIS made staff visits to lst Log Comd(Maint) and Sth
Comm Bn on 12 December. ‘

qs Colonel TABOR, Dep ACofS, G-3, USARV, met with III MAF G-6 representatives
to discuss Advisor/CORDS communications in ICTZ on 12 December.

r. Major CONNELL, Asst Maint Officer, III MAF G-6, transferred to CONUS
on emergency leave/PCS on 1l December.

s. TtCol DAVIS made a staff visit to CEO, lstMarDiv on 16 December.

te 1.t KROUSLIS, ICTZ Telephone Maintenance Officer, was killed in an
aircraft accident near Chu Lai on 17 December.

4. Colonel HORNER briefed BGen DOOLEY, prospective Chief of Staff,
IITI MAF, on 17 December,

v. lLtCol DAVIS made a staff visit to ForlogComd on 19 December.

We AUTOSEVOCOM Terminals at III MAF Hq became fully operational on
27 December.

X. BGen RIENZI, Dep CG, 1st Signal Bde, visited Colonel HORMER on
28 December.

Yo 1lstLt SHULGAY attended a MACV J-3 briefing to discuss communication
requirements for POW Release Teams on 30 December.

z. LtCol DAVIS made a liaison visit to 5th Comm Bn on 31 December.

e
ENCIOSURE (1)

° SECRET

oo

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. 1
T ’ v I

SECRET

11. COMBAT INFORMATION RUREAU

8. BACKGROUND. During December, 1968, the CIB provided escorts
to accompany newsmen on 333 newsgathering assignments covering I Corps
Tactical Zone ground and air operations, civic aotion, and the CAP pro-
gran. The Press Center provided accommodations for 151 newamen during
the month.

be  MOTOR TRANSPORT. The vehiglestit,NSa ate-being inspected thor-
oughly to determine whether they will be repaired or surveyed. Vehicles
on hand are as followss

IR JEHICLE # STATUS

M=-37 312260 Working

8~10 250871 Workdng
M-151 358467 Werking
M-151 353697 Vorking
Ford-100 500x014 Deadline NSA
Dodge-200 500x031 Deadline NSA
Datsun 500x130 Working
M=151 , 94-69171 Deadline NSA
M-151 94-69487 Deadline NSA

'Cs  PHOTOGRAPHY. The following are the production fi res for all
Photographic Sections in T Corpss &

UN1TS HEGATIVES ERINTS IOPIC(FEET)

CIB 3,670 18,773 4,800
fetMarDiv 2:564 10:529 3:703
3rdMarDiv 6,548 T+338 69240
1etMAW 4,226 10,461 1,400
;‘Lg 3.227 10,456 L

€xps 48 1,213 0
TOTAL 21,383 58,770 16,140

(1) icture » The IIT MAF Photo Unit is close

I1I Marine Amphibious Force. The motion Ploture footage prodused by
the team will be used in CMC Film Reperts, news film yeleases that
DivInfo distributes to televisien stations throughout the United States,
footage for historical purposes, and other such purposes as required,
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Sinoce the equipment aryived in Vietnam in a damaged condition
(on 28 November), "trial rine" have beeh pesfigmwedl and the unpreces-
sed film has been sent to Headquarter Marine Corps. No report has
been received as yet on the guality of this trial footage. Events
ocovered in the "trial rune" include:

Deactivation of Camp Carroll

Dedication of the Presiosi Sohool at Nam O Village
CAP Directer (Col Danewits) visiting CAP wunits
Honors for Mden Anderson

The III MAF Motion Pioture Team will greatly increcase the Marine
Corpe' motion picture capability in Vietnam. Planned usage for the
toam inoludes:

* Two Special Reports for CMC (THS SQUAD LEADER and THE AIR OB~
SERVER)

CMC's visit to Vietnam

CMC'a Pross Cenference at CIB

(2) Television News Film Clips. The following news clips
have been reweived at CIBs

Marine CH-53 Aerobatice = 3} minutes
Hoa Ehenh Children's Hospital - 3% minutes
Merine Rough Rider (SOF) - 3% minutes

(3) cMC_Special Film Report. CMC (Code A03P) has sant out its
latest CMC Speoial Film Report. It runs for 13 minutes and is entitled
"Refugees." It deals with how the Marine Corps handles the refugee pro-
blem in I Corps. A4ll relief agencies are mentioned.

(4) Photographic Ehowledge Report. CMC (Cods AO3P) has requested
an input to MCO «2 (Program for Exploiting Professional Knowledge
Geined from Marine Corps Experisnce in South Vietnam). This inpat will
deal with Photographic Fhnowledge. All Marine Corps Photo Labs in X
Corpe have been visited by the Foroce Photo Officer and his Photo Chief
to gather infomation for this input and to discuss tighter coordination
of the photographic effort in I Corps.

-de  RADIO/TEIEVISION. III M&F Informational Services Offices pro-
duced and forwarded to Fleet Home Towts.News GWptéf,nearly 12,000 taped
interviews with Marines during 1968. This was nearly double the number
for 1967. The figures below represent the Radio/TV features and FHTNC

' interviews submitted by III MAF during the month of December 1968:

D:oloaﬁre (1)
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SURMITTING TAPED STORIES SUB- TOTAL PRODUCTION FHTNC
UNIT MITTED %0 °IB FOR DISTHIRUTION TAPES
CIB 9 14120 )
18tMarDiv 29 N/a 130
3rdMarDiv 15 N/A 317
18 tMAW 0 N/A 250
F1C 2 ’ /7% 300,
TOTAL 53 7,120 9397

(1) One Radio/TV announcer was used in oconjanotion with the
CIB Photo (8yno-Sound) coverage of the oclosing of Camp Carroll and
award ceremonies a% III MAF Headquarters.

e. OPERATIONS/ESCORT. The Opereticns/Becort Unit has put cut a
year!s—and wrap~up of activities in I Corps during 1968, Tt has been
distributed to all Marine Corps District Headgquarters, all post and
atation IS0s, Headquerters Marine Corps, FMPPac, and to oivilian news
media. Much of the infommation, plus photographs and additionsl
chronological material will be used in a MACV Information Office book-
let, "1968, L Year of Progress."

(1) %gn_g_o;y_. During December, Major Joel A. Martin,
the Operatimns er, was a member of the Operation Holly staff which
coordinated the Bob Hope show in I Corps, He served as Press Offiocer
for the conmittee. BHis duties comsisted of arranging for both civilian
and military press coverage of the events, advising on restriotiocns
placed on ooverage, setting up a press tent at the Freedom Hill per-
fomenoe, arrenging for friends and relatives of the cast to be brought
to Da Nang to meet with the cast and to be interviewed by the press,
and determining the distribution of limited numbers of press pesases o
the militaxy ISO personnel in I Corps. .

~ (2) ¢BS Special Film Report. During December, CBS filmed a
large part of a documentary on military justiee in IIT MAF units. It
is to be shown in the U. S. sometime in late FebRuary or early March.

(3) Notable News Items. Notable items in the news in the
E.S. included a stoxy by Peter Braestrup of the Washington Post on the
general situation in IIT MAF, and CBS intorviews with Generals Cushmen
and Davia. ’

(4) Notable Newsmen. Notable news media reprogentative at the
Press Center during December numbered 151 and they were escorted on 333
newsgathering miseions throughout I Corps, Among them were Ken Gale, Don
Beker, R, Rosenbaum, and Framk Mariano, ABCs Tom Reynolds, Larry Pomeroy,
Tony Sargent, Sy Wolen, Don Webster, and Dick Threlkeld, CBSj; Bob Jones,
Bob Goralski, and Jim Bennett, NBC; Dick Pyle, Toby Pyle, John Lengel,
George BEsper, Yvon Comu,D. V. Phouc, and Henri Huet, AP}: John Walsh,
Dave Lamb, Bert Okuley, Nat Gibson, Kent Potter, Baryy Nwwbarry, Ray
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Wilkinson, and S. aAkatuska, UPT; ~n Golden, REUTERS; Bob Wildau and
Hugh Greenway, TIME~LIFE; Gibiiel C.nesa, P4RIS MATCH; Zalin Grant and
Susan Harrigan, NEW REFUBLIC; B. De 4yres, N.Y. TIMES; Peter Zraestrup,
WASHINGTON POST3 R. Ross MIKNZ.PCLIS TRIBUNE; J. Foise and P. Fradkin,
L.A. TIMES; Bob Tumer, INDIANAPOLIS NEWS; Buck Lanier, LONG BEACH,
CALIF, INDEPENTENT PRESS~-TELEGRAM} Ann Bryant, Terry Reynolds, and D,
Hiret, OVERSE.S WERKLY; Sutemi Terada and Hiroshi Ohta, TOKYO BROAD-
CASTING SYSTEM; Henny Schoute, AVRO B/TV, HOLLAND; Anil Naren Dra,
DaILY PRATAP, FEW DELHI; J. C. Malet and R, K. Nagai, VISNEWS; Uwe
Siemon, SPRINGER NEWS SERVICE; Guido Rossi, L'BURDPRA MAGAZINE; Bdward
Opton, PACIFICA FOUNDATION; John Steinbeck, Jr., FRERLANCE,

(5) N Casualties. Threo newsmen were WIA (evac) in
December. They were Pioxre Issot, UPI-TN, on 1 Dec with a gunshot
wound to the lower right leg. He wae evacuated to Saigon on 6 Deoc.;
Barry Newbarry, UPI, suffaxed shramel wounds to the shoulders and back
on 5 Dec. Both men were wounded during Operation Meade River. The
third newsman wgs 8. Yasuda of NBC who suffered minop shramel wounds
on the right side on 30 Dec., while covering Operation Le Loi (ARWN
portion of Operation Teylor Common).

f, PHESS UNIT, During 1968, press releases producsed by IIT MAFP
Informational Services Offices mumbered 51326, an‘swwrage of nearly
450 a month end 594 more than were produced in 1967, An all-time III
MAF record waes established during December, 1968, when the CIB Preas
Unit processed, for dissemination to civilien and militaxry news medis,
676 news releases from IIT MAF uwnits. This represented the sreatest
number off dlews releasee DProcessed in any one month in the histoxy of
the CIB, " supporting these 676 news relesses were 426 photographs with
oaptions, A breakdown of the over-all release total for December is

as followss
DRIT T0TAL
18tMarDiv 148
3rdMarDiv 145
1atMaw 133
CIB 126
FLC 103
SLFP 21
TOTAL (311

(8) FHINC Roloases. During 1968, 110,500 items were sent to
FHINC, This cotpares with 94,000 for 1967. During December, 1968,
11,310 items were forwsrded, These wers as follows:
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INIT il O
1stMarDiv 5,984
3rdMardiv 2,102
1s AW 1,522
FLO 1,502
cIB &
TOTAL 11,310
(2) SEA TIGER Awards. The III MAP newspaper, SEA TIGER, won

the following awards during 19681

Silver Anchor Award as the Sea Service Newspaper of
the Year for "Outstemding Aohievement." This was awarded bty the Armed
Foroes Writers League, Washington, D.C., with some 500 newspapers
competing.

_ Chief of Navy Information (CHINFO) Merit Award, First
Quarter of 1968, for "Exemplary Achievement."

CHINFO Merit Award, Third Quarter ef 1968, for best
five-column newspaper in the Navy and Marine Coxpa.

'w, COMBAT ART. The Combat Art Unit continues to forward its
productions to Headguarters Marine Corps, where it i1s utilised in art
exhibits and publications throughout the U, S. Of special noteworthiness
ares _

The recently published book, "Vietnam Combat Art," consisting
entirely of the works of Marine end oivilisn artist who have spent a
tour in Vietnam under the euspices of the Marine Corps Combat Art progrem.

The Commandant of the Marine Corps' Christmas Card vwhich
featured a sketch by Corporal Henry C. Casselli, Corporal Casselli has
roteted to the U«S. and will be on the staff of Leathemeok Magazine.

@8) Personnel. Corporal Cesselli rotated to CONUS on 3§ Dec 68.
LCpl Riohard L. Yaco is with the Third Marine Division. Staff Sergeant
R. J. Joxdan of Operations/EBscort Section assumed additional duties as
caretaker of the Combat Art Unit until 28 Dso 68 when 8sgt J. A. Fairfax,
2 1461 (Illustrator) reported aboard. SSgt Fairfax is assigned to the
Combat Art program on a "trial basis.” A determination will be made at
a later date as to his suftability for the program. Colomel Joln H,
Rogers, USMCR, Assistant Head, Combat Art Branch, DivInfo, is expected
to arrive in the near future. He will remain about seven wecks snd
will function as a combat artist as well ss sssisting and inspecting
the on-board Combat Artiste. A oivilian artist, Mr, Jean Auger, will
arrive about 10 Jan 69 for a normal tour of duty under the auspices of
the Combat Art program.

Enclosure (1)

©  SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

I 1
% 4

h, PRESS CRVTER UNIT. The Press Center Unit (restaurant, hotel
and bar) finished the year vith net eamings of $19,486.04, & 12.2
percent net profit, The monies will be used for the Bquipment and

Improvement Reserve and the Operating Surplus as a "bridge'" fer the
time when the newsmen population (and subsequently business) declines.

(1) Notable Improvements. The following improvements have
been made to the utilities, buildings and grounds of the Press Canter:

ga) A new water tower has been constructed.
b; Two new water tanks have been installede
¢) 014 and leaky roofing has been replaced as part of
an extensive re-roofing progrem.
d) The compound has been surfaced with asphalt and gravel.
e) Reom 50 of the hotel complex has been remodeled.
f) All hotel rooms are now air conditioned.
(¢) 4n underground drainage aystem has been installed in
the back compound to eliminate a standing water problem.

(2) Future Projects. The following projects %o improve the
Press Center are planned or are avaltiggoouwpl étton:

(a) Installation of a more secure storeroom for high =
cost and pilferable items,

-gb) Completion of a repainting program for all roams.

¢) Installation of an increasedceppaldty wiser - saitkieo-
meet the high water wolume and pressere requirements of the Phetographic

Unit.
(d) Cempletion of protective shelter (bunker) building
Program.
Enclosure (1)
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2o CHRGNOQLOGY OF VIP VISITS.

EAT_!
1Do§68
1DecéB
1Dees8
4=5Dec68

5-6D0068
6Dect68
6Dec68
7-830068
9DecéB
9Decé8
11D0068
luDocés

15-17Boo68
20Dec68
leocSB »
2292@! 968
23 92:';‘Dq968
214.-?51)0“8

‘2iDec68

26De068
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NAME

W, G. ERAY Mr;Rep.
H, G. MACHEN MriRep.
Jeo ALSOP Mr;

J. G, WHERLOCK III BGen;USA
G. M, SBIGNIOUS MGen;

C. W, ABRAMS Gen3;USA
L. J. BINDER Mr;

J. B. WILLIAMS BGen ; USMC
¢. F. BING Dr;63-18
P. C. DICKINSON Dr;

J. D. LAVEI1E LG en ; USAF
W. L. SHEIRBON Mr; |
H, W. BUSE J». L3en;USMC
P, cumw N Hr;n_ayér
E. R. ZIMWALT Jr, VADM ; URN
J. W. KELLY (CHC) RADM ; USN
B. GRAHAM “ Dr;

J. 8. MeCAIN ADM ; USH
B. HOPE Mr; )
T. J. COOKE Archbishop

=
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BILLET

(R) Indisna

(D) Marylana
ﬁh-hingtan Post

?rolpoctivo Dep AC/S
J=3, MA

ll:llitu-y Ropreun tative

of Paris Peace Conf,
COMUSMACY
Editor. Army Hngasino
03, 9th MAB

Selence Adv., SHAFE
MACV Seience Adv. Off,
Dir, DOPG )

Nat'1l Gndr, Diaablod
American Veterans

GG, FHF:PAO ‘
San Dioge, 0.111'.
CGINAVFOBV o
chr of chaphins
BEvangelisat
cmePAC
Entertainer

D. D.
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PART IV
REFERENGES ‘ _
(A) Third Marine Division Command Chronology, December 1968.
(B) First Marine Division Command Chronology, December 1968.

(c) Fizgt Marine Aircraft Wing Command Chron®logy, December
1968. :

(D) Fozceao Logistics Command Command Chronology, December
1960. '

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

(1) December 1968 Editions, III MAF Newspaper, "3EA TIGER."
Rewresned . ’Pfjc‘»y’i" *’4934'5‘\7.
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