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ABRAMS TO ALL . lV 
"WHEN THE DEFEATED ENEMY STARTS TO MAKE' FOR HIS SANCTURAIES, 
THAT'S THE TIME TO GET HIM -- WE MUST HAVE PLANS" 

COMSEVENTHFLT Ol0916Z MAR69 (C) FOR Cft .. 4 
FOR CUSHMAN INFO BAGLEY 'FROM BRINGLf 
FLAGSHIP MOVEMENTS 
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FOR CUSHMAN FROM QUILTER " , IV 
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- not shouldCOMUSMACV 011510Z MAR69 (S) EYES ONLY
go

45.

ABRAMS TO ALL

"WHEN THE DEFEATED ENEMY STARTS TO MAKE FOR HIS SANCTURAIES,

THAT'S THE TIME TO GET HIM -- WE MUST HAVE PLANS"

COMSEVENTHFLT 010916Z MAR69 (C) FOR
go-4

46.

FOR CUSHMAN INFO BAGLEY FROM BRINGLE

FLAGSHIP MOVEMENTS

CMC 0117757 MADCO (c) PERSONAL EOD17

FOR CUSHMAN INFO RUSE FROM MUADTN

11NOU MAV DIAM voun MDID WUTCU VOLL PROUESTED 11

DMRDAC 0722217 MARCO
(C)

non10

pan CHOUMAN INEO CHADMAN FROM RUCE

RUM DE IN COUNTRY WHEN I VISIO 19-22 MARADDROVED

00 22 26 MAD =

gp-4

CG FMAW 030436Z MAR69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE49..

FOR CUSHMAN FROM QUILTER

REDEPLOYMENT OF VMFA-115

50 CMC 0315293 MARGO (c)
CDRCAM

POP euce INNO CUSUMAN ANOM

NO OBJECTIONS no PORIS VICTOC
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27.J/' CG 

28. / CG 
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XXIV CORPS 020420Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY .--t;.7fd (/r #0 r .s/l-(J~ 
.FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 1200 1 MAR - 1200 2 MAR 

.5.J..M/k'~ 
XXIV CORPS 030430ZMAR69 (TS)' EYES ONLY,- &''ft.ouf JV~r //V 

FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, '1200 2 MAR - 1200 3 MAR 

29.'·'/CG XXIV CORPS 030650Z MAR69 (TS) E¥ES ONLY_ b-1i oO-f pJT S-/lDI4"-ti 
CORRECTION TO 030430Z MAR69 (No. 2B above) 

30./ CG XXIV CORPS 031000Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY-6-ffDvf ,HOT ..s~Iv/ 
TO TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL 
FOLLOW-UP TO 030430Z MAR69 (NR 28 above) 

3i./ cOMNAVFORV 030916Z MAR69 (TS) JLIMDIS t:;"t- f 
SEARCH FOR THE UNDERWATER CABLE 

./ .ONL·Y - r 'PAc(} b //()/.s -u,,~~. 32.// CG XXIV CORPS 040410Z .lI1AR69 tTS) EYES (J-I)V r r ~I 
POR TOWNSEND INFO CUSlWlAN FROM STILWELL 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 1200 3 MAR - 1200 4 MAR 

33. /' CG XXIV CORPS 050320Z MAR69 (TS)· EYES ONLY - 6 fd uj> N&r s/llJu.A/ 
FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 1200, 4 MAR - 1290, 5 MAR 

34.v . CG XXIV CORPS 060340Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY . __ t,!/Oflj? A/~r sJ-frJ,w"v 
FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN. FROM STILWELL 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 1200, 5 MAR - 1200, 6 MAR 

'. i QQSlMY.)41 QP Q' 'iHll U iiUHi 9 ('is) £~ 5I;w QHkt.ir'~ 
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[ NHiiiiliailiQ 
~'NFWSMFN gAFF I HEARD ImOM TTT MAE nBmrr DErzWY.£ll:NYOW OPERATIONS 

IN TAOs II' Gums SOME GIITOANQE ONe l@A.l! .. :I'.Oe SAY ,:00 I>W!tTSMEN 
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N3'9AMS TO SUTT nUN INFO AWCAIN; .aqCQH&wr [ WliJiYlIlllJ 
8FSpm 1SE TO nnm sm T IHAN' iii QJ.DTJ:.L IITPQQ12S,iIHII mm~llhl i'iBQTih 

• T POTIAN TERRITORY NlQ 7.\I I DEWEY CZlWlON ;au Hl WW" 
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AND SULLIVAN CAG VIDNTIANE 0196137 MAR69 (TS) BYBG ONLY
FOR ARRAMS INFO NCCAIN WHEELED CUSHMAN AND STILWELL FROM
SUITIVAN
"DM SOUVANNA DISCUSSION OF US DENEMRATION OF LAOS NEED TO
BE KEPT INFORMED AND KNOW WITHAL US MOODS WTTT WITHDRAW

020420Z (TS) -GROUP NOT SHOWN27. CG XXIV CORPS MAR69 EYES ONLY
FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 1200 1 MAR - 1200 2 MAR

XXIV CORPS 030430Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY - GROUP NOT SHOWN28. CG
FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200 2 MAR - 1200 3 MAR

CORPS 030650Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY- GROUP NOT SHOWN29. CG XXIV
CORRECTION TO 030430Z MAR69 (No. 28 above)

031000Z (TS) ONLY - GROUP NOT SHOWN30. CG XXIV CORPS MAR69 EYES
TO TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
FOLLOW-UP TO 030430Z MAR69 (NR 28 above)

COMNAVFORV 030916Z MAR69 (TS) LIMDIS GP-431.
SEARCH FOR THE UNDERWATER CABLE

(TS) ONLY - GROUP NOT SHOWNCG XXIV CORPS 040410Z MAR69 EYES32.
FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 1200 3 MAR - 1200 4 MAR

CG XXIV CORPS 050320Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY - 6 ROUP NOT SHOUN33.
FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 1200, 4 MAR - 1200, 5 MAR

CG XXIV CORPS 060340Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY -GROUP NOT SHOWN34.
FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 1200, 5 MAR - 1200, 6 MAR

COMUSMACV 0608147 MAR69 (TS) EVES ONLY
ARDAMS mo SULTIVAN INFO NCCONNEL BUNKER, CUPIN, MCCAIN, OUGUMAL
SUBRIED

NEWSMEN HAVE HEARD FROM IIT MAE ABOUT DEWEY CANYON OPERATIONS
IN LAOSI GIVES SOME GUIDANCE ON WHAT In SAY TO NEWSMEN

CG XXIV CORDS 0611207 MAR60 (ms) EVES ONLY
SUILMET mo ARDAMS INFO GUSHMAN
SUMMA DV OF DEWEY CANVON CDEDAMTON

CONUCYACV 0616518 MAR60 (TS) FIVES ONLY37
ARRAMS TO SULTIVAN INFO MCCATN MCCOMNEL CUSUMAN
DESPONSE In AMR SUIIVANIS 010612 "TROODS WITI WITHDRAW FROM
LAOTIAN CEDRTTOR AND ALI DEWEV CANYON BY 10 MAD"
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38./ CG XXIV C0RPS-070344Z }1AR,69, l't.$'l. E¥ES ONLY -6-1f d (I?")/,,,,:5/ , 
FOR TOWNSEND INFO. CUSID1AN ,(p'~Ol1 STILWELL 

. ES'rlMATE OF THE SITUATI:ON~ 1200 6M&R .,... 1200, 7 MAR 

39.t/ COMNAVFORV 080356Z MAR69 .(TS) LIMDIS Gf:-J 
FOR DAVIDSON INFO DOOLEY FROM ZUMWALT~ 
POSSIBLE USE OF UNDERWATER COMMUNICATIONS (TS) 

40./CG XXIV CORPS 080400Z MAR69'(TS) EYES ONLY- ~lFO(Jf' PIP/ S/!dU// 
FOR T~WNSEND INFOR CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL . 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200, 7 MAR - 1200, 8 MAR 

CG XXIV cokps 071241Z MAR69, J.T~SJ .EYES ONLY -' ~1fOfIFf A/(Jrslfo/.(./~ _'--_.r"._ ... _ .. _ .............. ~_____ .. -:-, . ---." -. . j 

'----~-t FOR CUSHMAN INFO ABRAMS .FROM. ST~LWEJ.L . 
SECDEF VISIT (PRESENTAT~ON OF THE PUC TO 1ST ARVN) 

" 
42./ CG XXIV CORPS090321Z 'MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY -- G- if()o" po r ..5 /I~lvp./ 

ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200, 8 MAR - 1200, 9 MAR 

43,.'/ CG XXIV CORPS 100324Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY.- C:ffdVP A/6"r' 5,11,,~..t/ 
ESTIMATE OF THE. SITUATION, 1200, 9 MAR - 1200, 10 MAR 

44 ~ CG XXIV CORPS lio535Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ~NLY ..... GJi'IJU? ..vb r- S/ft4-~ 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200 10 MAR - 1200, 11 MAR 

~i: 4I1iE .... ~ .... ".,, __ y .. 1'_pQlor .. 6i'fiiiQ .. jQiiiil2~S __ 7 ... 7 .. QIW ... 11!.1?WZ ..... ·WanlilipiWi'f.9~(""mWliS.r .... EIilYiilS.s_OllliN .. r ~y-
~ J?9'R 8WiHjahiJ & DlQRRMfi' ilt'lilQU smpToWIT 

"WHERE APE Nor; NO ELEMENTS Olk. 3D J¥lARwH, nT,LAOTIAN TBPPJlWBY/ 

46.'/ CG XXIV CORPS 120316Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY - G-JfOV~ "I/'f1 r.5~ . 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200, 11 MAR - 1200, 12 MAR . . 

47. t/ COMUSMACV 161928z MAR69 (TS) EiES ONLYNOFORN -G-/?(}o?,PoT s#A-" d 
FOR CUSHMAN INFO STILWE:L L AND BROWN FROM ABRAMS 
RETALIATORY ATTACKS BY FIRE· IN THE, DMZ -- 'PREPARE TO EXECUTE 

48 '.' / CG XJaV COOPS 191814z MAn69 (TS) LlMDIS; SENSITIVE EYES ONLY - 6-!i'~(j/ ~d7 .Y'/fo-,a/ 
:FUR CUSmm.N INFO TOI'lNSEND AND CAVANAUGH 

. FIe OPERATIONS -- .MA.SSACUSESTTS & MATIif MAIN CRAG - COMBINE SOG/ARVN/US' 

49: j os MACV 220016z l'rAa69 CTS )"'Ln~IS"SENSITlVE~YES ONLY - G r-) . 
:FOR CUSHMAN moo STIIMELL & CAVAN:A!UGH FROM .TOWNSEND . 
SOG OPERATIONS' - (REFERS TOSTIV:JELL} s 191814ZMAR69) "GENERAL REACTION HERE 

IS NEGATIVE TO lNTE­
GRATING ARVN INTO SOG" 

W QgMITSWd"JT 3i061i z ltfAB6~ (T8) sPECHT OPWATwnu UWIDR1TWS 
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CG 070344z (TS) ROUP NOT SHOK NXXIV CORPS MAR69 EYES ONLY38.
FOR TOWNSEND INFO CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200 6 MAR - 1200, 7 MAR

GP-1COMNAVFORV 080356Z MAR69 (TS) LIMDIS39.
FOR DAVIDSON INFO DOOLEY FROM ZUMWALT~
POSSIBLE USE OF UNDERWATER COMMUNICATIONS (TS)

CG (TS) GROUP NOT SHOWNXXIV CORPS 080400Z MAR69 EYES ONLY-40.
FOR TOWNSEND INFOR CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200, 7 MAR - 1200, 8 MAR

- GROWP NOT SHOWNCG XXIV CORPS 071241Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY41:
FOR CUSHMAN INFO ABRAMS FROM STILWELL
SECDEF VISIT (PRESENTATION OF THE PUC TO 1ST ARVN)

CG XXIV CORPS 090321Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY - GROUP NOT SHOWN42.
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200, 8 MAR - 1200, 9 MAR

CG XXIV CORPS 100324Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY - GROUP NOT SHOWN43.
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200, 9 MAR - 1200, 10 MAR

showCG XXIV CORPS 110535Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY - GROUP NOT44.
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200 10 MAR - 1200, 11 MAR

You
CC VYTT CORDS 1106147 MARCO (ms) EVES

FOR CUSHMAN & ADDAMS FROM STITWELL
THERE ARE NOW NO ELEMENTS OF 3D MARDIV IN LAOTIAN TERRITORY"

CG XXIV CORPS 120316Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY - GROUP SHOULD46.
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION, 1200, 11 MAR - 1200, 12 MAR

COMUSMACV 161928Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY NOFORN - GROUP NOT SHOW47.
FOR CUSHMAN INFO STILWELL AND BROWN FROM ABRAMS
RETALIATORY ATTACKS BY FIRE IN THE DMZ -- PREPARE TO EXECUTE

CG XXIV CORPS 191814Z MAR69 (TS) LIMDIS SENSITIVE EYES ONLY -GROUP NOT sitoma48.
FOR CUSHMAN INFO TOWNSEND AND CAVANAUGH
HC OPERATIONS MASSACUSESTTS & MAIN MAIN CRAG - COMBINE SOG/ARVN/US

CS MACV 220016Z MAR69 (TS)-LIMDIS-SENSITIVE-EYES- ONLY - GP-149.
FOR CUSHMAN INFO STILWELL & CAVANAUGH FROM TOWNSEND
SOG OPERATIONS - (REFERS TO STILWELL's 1918142 MAR69) "GENERAL REACTION HERE

IS NEGATIVE TO INTE-
GRATING ARVN INTO SOG"

COMISMACV 2306432 MAR60 (ms) SPECIAL OPERAMTONAL AUTHORIZIES50
DOOTIMMIV LVVLS ONTVSOA
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2. : COMUSMACV 040237Z MAR69 (S) EYES ONLY n- 4-
ABRAMS TO BROWN,CUSHMAN INFO STILWELL 
HE'l'ALITORY ATTACKS BY FIRE IN DMZ (S) 

3. COMUSMACV 050139Z MAR69 (8) . EYES ONLY q;, - riD/- $106"""; 

ABRAMS TO CUSHMAN , KERWIN & ECKHARDT!JV '", 
"SUMMARy'ACCOUNT OF DISCUSSIONS W/SECDEF -:- DURING HIS VISIT II 

4 i g~ lIS'*' PP,JUHV Q add HjB Uh!RGB (in PiiijH9~iijj\iEs l?~iR 

5. 

6. 

.7 

4'-Q~ WIH lAMS EPma S pan S9ThZ 

"I ~lB' '*'''' WAUE YOU STAY ON bUGET OF 7TH -- EEGEET 8TH) 

ADMIN FMFPAC 051945Z MAR69 (S) MCEO ~-1-
FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT #if 
"COMPILE ON DAILY BASIS --·SUBMIT WEEKLY REPORT 

CG FMFPAc' 060114Z MAR69 (C) MCEO' C}p'-4 
. EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS INCOUNTR1"'(U) 

./i :U1I.U 960HZ? MARfA,S) EYES QNLY 
o/iIiIiHiliiil)l8' 'iii' SslTHii'IIU.:n)J INliO ETIT mn T 

"DU 'War Wi \1,*,,, bTIDm~ DY OF DFlSliI¥ SihUJYQ\I 
NIm J POO 'JIQIIPS TOOAY" 

t 

liHPFCW Y iPO" SslFiUFpN 
; 

Q. 99 !fnlfill Ji!.1'ij Qliiil.4ili iUD.1? ('ii') DEDEONN FOR 
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12 ;., J5 USMACTHAI 070500Z MAR6'9 (C) EYES ONLY q,p--4 
QUILICI TO CUSHMAN I' 
CONCERNING--'-ARRANGEMENTS FOR GENERAL CUSHMAN'S VISIT TO THAI 
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CC EMPRAC 0210127 MADGO (c) EYCLUSIVE
FOR CUSHMAN INFO CHADMAN FROM DUSE

CANIM AMOND CHANCE OF COMMANDWILL VISIT ITT MAE 20 22 MAD

COMUSMACV 040237Z MAR69 (S) EYES ONLY
group-

42.
ABRAMS TO BROWN, CUSHMAN INFO STILWELL
RETALITORY ATTACKS BY FIRE IN DMZ (S)

go
shownCOMUSMACV 050139Z MAR69 (s) EYES ONLY3.

ABRAMS TO CUSHMAN, KERWIN & ECKHARDT
DURING HIS VISIT""SUMMARY ACCOUNT OF DISCUSSIONS W/SECDEF --

CC 1cm MARDIII 0433462 MARGO (a) PERSONAL FOR4
FOR WITTLAMS FROM SIMPSON
CLAD TO HAVE you STAV ON NIGHT OF 7TH -- REGRET 8TH

5. ADMIN FMFPAC 051945Z MAR69 (S) MCEO
group

4
FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT
"COMPILE ON DAILY BASIS SUBMIT WEEKLY REPORT

gp
46. CG FMFPAC 060114Z MAR69 (C) MCEO

EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS IN COUNTRY (U)

C/S MACT 0601077 MADEA (S) EYES ONLY7
WORLIGEND mo CUCUMAN INFO aMTITATI

DIRECTLY FROM CENTRAL"MACU LANTS SUMMADV OF DEWRY CANYON
MT 1000 HOURS TODAY"STITWELT

es NINOU MAD 0523457 MARGE (C) DERSONAL FOR
FOR SIMPCON FROM WITTIAMS
IMIANKS FOR mum INVITE TITT HAVE DINNER AND 7MAR69

COMUCHACV 0616458 MARCO ( c) EVES ONT V
ABRANS mo CUSUMAN INFO STITWELL

(STILL
IN

FOLDERY)

UMACNTRICENT REPORT"

10 m COMUCMACV 0678197 MARGO (c) EVES ONLY
LINED OUTTO ALL

UPROBIVED INMET muam ENFMY DIANS ATTACK SECDER DREDARE
CHRICHIV NORORNSCHEDULE Am TACM DOCSIBLE MOMENT

C/S MACV 0700167 MAD60 (II)11
TOWNSOND FOR CUCUMAN
CONCRATIC ON YOUR NEW POSITION ALL GOOD WISHES

12: J5 USMACTHAI 070500Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY
gp-4QUILICI TO CUSHMAN

CONCERNING ARRANGEMENTS FOR GENERAL CUSHMAN'S VISIT TO THAI
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oor PARROkT 

, ....... 
15. 

'7t>- .-.J 
CG FMFPAC 072206Z MAR69 (S) SPECA~'EXCLUSIVE FOR CUSHMAN FROM BUSE 

16.· 

17 

AUTOMATED SERVICES CENTER ,-

COMSEVENTHFLT 080148Z MAR69 (S) 'If-4 
WIRENOTE FOR DWYER FROM CODISPOTI 
"YOU MIGHT HAVE BEEN OVERSOLD ON CAPABILITY OF UDT'DET" 

iHIWliU'W; QQQQiH;i iLPiI&Q ti) l?DR 
fil,QliiI "P&,HUJil iIf}iiQiU Dl6!l'ilj in 
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18. ' . CIS MACV 080813ZMAR69 eel EYES ONLY CJF - 4 
FOR CUSHMAN FROM TOWNSEND P 
CONCERNS GEN CUSHMAN 'VISIT TO THAI .,-- & THAI MARINE CORPS 

~
CG XXIV CORPS 

.' FOR CUSHMAN 
.' RETALIATORY 

081027Z MAR69 (S) EYES ONLY 
FROM STILWELL 
ATTACKS BY FIRE IN DMZ (S) .,..- CONCEPT OF OPERATION 

:iQJi? CTIsmpN Hmo STTUWP PRmi mQIcNSFND 
~EH?f!H!liI!il!i DiliI!i¥71S Q9])1ii'EPFN"E ON DENEY CANYON 

2' Qq XXIII COPDS J 002597 ,aAREg (II)' EYES ONry 
ilQJi? CIISlIDfAN INFO TQTtwsEND EROM STTTWETT 
iWSi! H' HOURS TN zmD rDEI A 

22" CG XXIV CORPS l00354Z MAR69 (S) EYES ONLY rI1'_4 
FOR HUTCH IN & JOHNSON INFO CUSHMAN FROM TO~~SEND 
REPORT OF SECDEf VISIT 

23. 

25. --: 

J5 USMACTHAI lOl029Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY ~--i 
FOR .CUSHMAN FROM QUILICI P 
VISIT TO THAI -- INFO 0N INDIVIDUALS TO BE VISITED 

DEP COMUSMACV 110024Z MAR69 (S) EYES ONLY t:J:p-4 
FOR CUSHMAN ~ROM GOODPASTER ~f 
REQUEST F0:t.1~"~!\9~ECT DELTA 

.... - - '::j ~i~t~:· 

cis MACV 120928Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY Cjp-~, 
TOWNSEND TO CUSHMAN, STILWELL, PEER~: KERWIN & ECKHARDT 
YOU CAN SUSPEND THE "ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION" REPORTS 
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inco ARCORCOMP LICNAVADVORD 0708203 MARCO (C)13
FOR CUSHMAN FROM COT MCCATN

LOCAN CUSHMAN'S VICTO me KOREACONSTIBNIC GONDT ROKMO

as VYTT CORDO 0776202 MARCO LOT EVEC ONIV
SMILWETT me CUSUMAN THEO DAVIS
PRESS CONFERENCE DE DELEV CENYON COI BARROW

gp-4CG FMFPAC 072206Z MAR69 (S) SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR CUSHMAN FROM BUSE15.
AUTOMATED SERVICES CENTER

COMSEVENTHFLT 080148Z MAR69 (s) gp-416.
WIRENOTE FOR DWYER FROM CODISPOTI
"YOU MIGHT HAVE BEEN OVERSOLD ON CAPABILITY OF UDT DET"

GINGDAG 0804368 MARCO (C) FOR17
FOR CUSUMAN RDOM MCCAIN
"CONCRATES ON YOUR ADDIT AS DEP DIR

C/S MACV 080813Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY
go-

18.
FOR CUSHMAN FROM TOWNSEND
CONCERNS GEN CUSHMAN VISIT TO THAI -- & THAI MARINE CORPS

CG XXIV. CORPS 081027Z MAR69 (S) EYES ONLY
gp-4

19
FOR CUSHMAN FROM STILWELL
RETALIATORY ATTACKS BY FIRE IN DMZ (S) -- CONCEPT OF OPERATION

C/S MACY 0016507 MAD60 (C) EVES ONLY
FOR CUSHMAN INTO STITWELT FROM TOWNSEND
PROPOSED NEWS CONTEDINCE ON DEWEV CANYON

21 VVTV CORDS 1002507 MAD60 (II) EVES ONLY
FOR CUCHMAN INEO TOWNSEND FROM STILWELL
REO 26 HOURS IN TATDEL

ap-4CG XXIV CORPS 100354Z MAR69 (s) EYES ONLY22,
FOR HUTCHIN & JOHNSON INFO CUSHMAN FROM TOWNSEND
REPORT OF SECDEF VISIT

gp-4
J5 USMACTHAI 101029Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY23.

FOR CUSHMAN FROM QUILICI
VISIT TO THAI -- INFO ON INDIVIDUALS TO BE VISITED

gp-4
DEP COMUSMACV 110024Z MAR69 (s) EYES ONLY24

FOR CUSHMAN FROM GOODPASTER
REQUEST FOR PROJECT DELTA

gp-4C/S MACV 120928Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY25.
TOWNSEND TO CUSHMAN, STILWELL, PEERS, KERWIN & ECKHARDT
YOU CAN SUSPEND THE "ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION" REPORTS

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
_'_ r_, ' ,~', _ .. " _'. _~ . ~~~. _.. ..J-. ~ ____ ..... "0 - • 

II!.. •• 
L~L__~ .. ______ . ___ ~_ , ______ ,~_._.__. ___ .. __ ..... __ ... --__ , -- .... 
'26. i' /MARCORCOMP USNAVADVGRP KOREA 120426Z MAR69 (C), FOR ~-1. 
I ! • FOR IiqidEN CUSHMAN FROM COL MCCAIN (J (/ 

I GEN CUSHMAN· VISIT TO KOREA AND CALLS" ON DIGS 
j f 

; in :: 
I i 

I 

I 
1
28 .. ' 

I ! 
i i 29 !~, 
. ! 

I 
I 

I 
3°1·1/ 

LJ 
31· 

mac J? ] 20 77 MARG9 'Wl SPROAT FYCTTISnm 
~Jiil g~H;:nUJl U i~9U HAIll ~X:HN 

, "@!iA!R'iI!1~19 I 

CTG 70.S 130340Z MAR69 (S), FOR' t;o....,4 ' 
FOR DRAKE (?) FROM RUDDEN {,Q 
NGFS 

CHIEF MAAG TAIPE:i:: 130520Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY 4:/;>--1 
FOR CUSHMAN FROM CICCOLELLA /v 
LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR VIqIT ON 26-28 MAR 

, . 

J~5USMACTHIA. 131000Z MAR69 (C). EYES ONLY. jr-1 
FOR CUSHMAN FROM QIDILICr 
YOUR VISIT DEEPLY APPRECIATED --"NEED SOME INFO IN THE OV-10 

4;
', RTAF THINKING ABOUT BUYING" 

.MACV CMD CNTR 130604Z MAR69 (c) _ "'I-
FOR DWYER FROM MCLAUGHLIN 
NGF REQUIRMENTS' FOR' APR & MAY 

32.'" CTG' 77.0 130S05Z MAR69 (C) FOR :CJ1o-4 
RADM ROTRIGE TRANSPORTATION #11 

~. Q9M USMAGU '3QQ1 §7 'MAB6 A 'lIn . 
F~Jiil gpmliUHlJ., KERWIN, ECKHARDT j S STTHwP FROM ABRAMS 
"""tir'!?'!?AiB81J" HI "'iHlililQ'C'iOV WITH SEGDER JU EIT 

34 _\ COMUSMACV 1410isz MAR69 (S)SPECAT/AMMETER .~ - ¥ 
BARNETT VICE MOORE 0 r 

iii ~mm3 :iNKiRn TURKEY] HOPE? (rn PETO 
FOIl CUSHMAN EDOlf KOrzED' 

~e~e~I~'@~~l!iea!l!YIf8P8--4i'IiiJHi!!!il~Y!iol!~l!'lil!-ii:MliilI~'iEiii-i¥!idQiiIQl.J_-J' . 

~,: CG FOURTH DOW/MARTe '50QOOZ MAREA UP 
~QD nom EX BRoM RoBEBTsgATAT t 
!!HF8, Fl&iSiilit 'iii iiiDT'i'I 'I'll SONTI 

~7 CG XXV! OOBBS J 50 3 583 MAR§9 UP . 
P~iR DHilisliHiWiiliDl E 'ilUE'U'fUI INFO TOWNSF.w+. 
iIiIi/i'E9P alii' HOURS IN TAIPEI 30 ?? naAn 

3 S ~ --'. CMC 142350Z MA.R69 (cl SPECAT EXCLUSIVE Cp-.4/ 
,F~QILBU.SE_I}.l~OJ...CU.SHMAN __ &-,.~QNT_~.AF.R9M CHAPMAN 
\LIEUTENANT' .cASWELL" S AS S IGNMENT 
~~ __ , ___ ~ .. _ ~ _____ -~-_, __ * __ • __ c_ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
DECLASSIFIED

MARCORCOMP USNAVADVGRP KOREA 120426Z MAR69 (C) FOR
group

426.
FOR LTGEN CUSHMAN FROM COL MCCAIN
GEN CUSHMAN VISIT TO KOREA AND CALLS ON DIGS

CMC 1212072 MARGO (c) SPECIAL EVCLUSIVE27
FOR CUSHMAN FROM VAN DVZTN
"QUARTERS

4
go

CTG 70.8 130340Z MAR69 (S) FOR28
FOR DRAKE (?) FROM RUDDEN
NGFS

go-4
CHIEF MAAG TAIPEI 130520Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY29

FOR CUSHMAN FROM CICCOLELLA
LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR VISIT ON 26-28 MAR

J-5 USMACTHIA 131000Z MAR69 (C) EYES ONLY
gp-4

30
FOR CUSHMAN FROM QUILICI
YOUR VISIT DEEPLY APPRECIATED -- "NEED SOME INFO IN THE OV-10

RTAF THINKING ABOUT BUYING"
MACV CMD CNTR 130604Z MAR69 (C)

ap-4
31

FOR DWYER FROM MCLAUGHLIN
NGF REQUIRMENTS FOR APR & MAY

go-4
32. CTG 77.0 130805Z MAR69 (C) FOR

RADM ROTRIGE TRANSPORTATION

COMUSMACV 1308157 MAR69 (II)23
FOR CUSUMAN VERWIN ECKHARDT c STILWELL FROM ABRAMS
"ATTADOV IN CONNECTION WITH SECDER VISIT

COMUSMACV 141015Z MAR69 (S) SPECAT/AMMETER
group-4

34.
BARNETT VICE MOORE

AMEMI ANIANA MUDITY 1400053 (II)25
FOR CUCHMAN FROM VOMEDA
CONGRATE ITVD YOU

CC EOUDTH MALL /MZ DTC 1500042 MAR69 (II)36
FROD DOOLEV FROM DORERTSHAW
SHFO PAGGED me CONTIL ON CONTIT

CC VYTST CORPS 1503587 MAR69 (II)27
FOR MILDREN & CUSUMAN INFO HOUNCEND
REQ non 4° HOURS IN MATDEI 20 22 MAD

Gp-4CMC 142350Z MAR69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE38
FOR BUSE INFO CUSHMAN & FONTANA FROM CHAPMAN
LIEUTENANT CASWELL'S ASSIGNMENT

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
r = 

e' 1 • ',. 

~~39·. / CMC 1~1'50,3Z' '!-'l.A~69 C.ClSPECA.'r#C"iUStVE·····-F1: 4·"· 
-------,-·-:!F~O:HR+,-'1,F~O~~T-T.J\NA-4NFO CUSHM.A,N--;P-lWM CHAPMAN 

.... _ .. -..l 

__ "MARINE' G~NER,AL .BI:LLE~AT MACV ..,7 NOT INFLUENTIAL ENOUGH" 
~' .. ,---- r' . i; 

(</49/-'C/ADMJCN FMFPAC 151S37~ MAR~9 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE.l91-'" 
~ FOR BUSE. INFO CUSHMAN FROM -FONTANA 

~ASSIGNMEN·T OF CASWELL" ::--QUOTES GEN. CHAPMAN'S 142350Z MAR 
~-~--- "---------.... ---"'-'':''-. 

41': v· DR, N,.F., WIKNER :t-iACV MACS! SAIGON~ 171002Z, MllR69 (C) EYES ONLY C};p - ,;ci- sJ.cw-/ 
, Fm CUSHNKN FROM WIKNER ' " t" 

, l1\iOlJID LIKE] TO VISIT III MkF ","-' AFr:ERNOON Of EITHER' 19,20','.21, 23 MAR" 

42; vTHIlIDFmSERVREGT 1802',31Z MAR 69 (C) FOR ,;.. '" 
RlR NICKERSON FROM PADALINLO ' 

4,'" 

"3D FSR PERSONNEL.& EQUIP EN'ROUTE, - ErA DANANG ,20/21 1-1i\R" 

) j CUiIiNi 0 i Qls g f Cml 

98 lWMQiiii8l!iP UiiTnT~tIaU mUlti ile9071JZ UAP'ig (0) .FpB 
'"Wa WIiliRQiR if won meOT'N ' 

, 4!88UI!J.!ijiJi!iiiB ilQ iiPium my roB KOREO, JTISTT ' 

~l?IR:t)PiQiT iQil liIi/i C ur~u 
~H I1lIH iew iilieii iiI1iHiliilii ati iliiiil C6lR W RQitifQ il'SHe'" 

ADl"crN :FMFPAC 201845Z MAR69 (0) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 7~ - y 
FOR CHAPMAN I Nro BOSE & CUSEMAN FROM :R:lNTANA ' 

\C$SI,IELL----------., , 
'--JI-..-...-_' ___ ~ r 

MThTCOE.wsmhros fI TOPO 'ZWiW?Z MARfA Cc) WE , , 
iloa TTSI na?1! WID POPWmSON W mx TIro 0 gIl 

,i;'U wCg Tm yaW pOOTIocm;ps g OFPONCE roB ]wrp 

CG AMERICAL DIVISION 2U653Z, M.AR69 (s) EYES ONLY H- "b/-S-AiJW-:-' 

BOR CUSHMAN FROM GElITYS 
"HAVE'REEXAMINED OUR DEFENSE AG1IINST ROCKET/MeRTA-B.S -- NEED ANOTHER BRIGlillE" 

om;;:;:;;o :a::::;1I1:::: =:;1~75?NOT for 

~GRFID APBJFATJDN MTIRpW! S TA1.r« B&R m mums °wnrmowwg PORK Jilliipl1 
, ' 

50:' "CGlsr MARDIV 220746Z: MAR 69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSVTVE ~_.;. 
FOR WAIn', F~ANA & DOOlEY mOM SiMPSON . (f 
ROCKET ATl'ACK ON 1ST DIV CP ~- PRE$S STORY;' MAJOR ROEE 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

4
group.

CMC 151503Z MAR69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE39 a
FOR FONTANA INFO CUSHMAN FROM CHAPMAN
"MARINE GENERAL BILLET AT MACV NOT INFLUENTIAL ENOUGH"

ADMIN FMFPAC 151837Z MAR69 (c) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE gp-4
40

FOR BUSE INFO CUSHMAN FROM FONTANA
"ASSIGNMENT OF CASWELL - QUOTES GEN CHAPMAN'S 142350Z MAR

DR, N.F. WIKNER MACV MACSA SAIGON 171002Z MAR69 (c) EYES ONLY
go-Not

should41. L
FOR CUSHMAN FROM WIKNER
"WOU LD LIKE TO VISIT III MAF -- AFTERNOON OF EITHER 19, 20, 21, 23 MAR"

THIRD FORSERVREGT 180231Z MAR69 (c) FOR go-442.
FOR NICKERSON FROM PADALINLO
"3D FSR PERSONNEL & EQUIP EN ROUTE - ETA DANANG 20/21 MAR"

TIMIDAC (Twn) 190740Z MAR 69 (U) TIME FOR43
FOR DOOTRY WOOM
PERSONAI MSC I RECEIVING TND M DITCINU Maca & €mdof

00 IONATION VODTA 1007157 MAD 69 (c)
LOD#

FOR FROM MOCATN
EJUCIMENT TO INTERNATION InD VOREA VISTO

cc YMTV MRDS 1020007 MAR 69 (c)
TOR45

FOR FROM COILENT
OPIRATION CANVON
ULAMMA DOV ROOM STATE FOR

ADMIN FMFPAC 201845Z MAR69 (c) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
group-4

46.
FOR CHAPMAN INFO BUSE & CUSHMAN FROM FONTANA
CASWELL

COMCA FI TORO 2103507 MAR 6a (c) FOR47
FOR CLICIMAR TALTO noOM MUD ALTI

INT DTCV ITD YOUR ROOMIOCTED 2 ARRANCE InR UNTO

CG AMERICAL DIVISION 211653Z MAR69 (s) EYES ONLY
group-not shown

48.
FOR CUSHMAN FROM GETTYS
"HAVE REEXAMINED OUR DEFENSE AGAINST ROCKET/MORTARS -- NEED ANOTHER BRIGADE"

(o)49 MARADMINISTRY NINNI SONAT2201208 for
FOR DOCTOR THERE

"RECEIVI APPIICAMTON MIRDHVIS LAW RRD INT TCUMS ANITIC TRATING DOT DIDDI

CG1ST MARDIV 220746Z MAR69 (c) SPECAT EXCLUSVIVE50.
FOR WAIT, FONTANA & DOOLEY FROM SIMPSON
ROCKET ATTACK ON 1ST DIV CP -- PRESS STORY, MAJOR ROBB

DECLASSIFIED



!/ 

i le' • 
DECLASSIFIED 

I' 
I 

CO}'ISEVENTHFIlr 230036z MAR69 UE{~ 
FOR. CUSHMAN ]'ROll{ BRINGIE 

• 
n:A.TT.A:roY FOR CUSID1A.N 1JPON TORNING OVER! COJvMAND OF ITl MAF -- vrE' HE PROUD 
ro HA. VE BEEN ASS·<X:IATID \oIITH YOU-- GOOD LUCK" 

CGNINTH MAE 240601Z; MAR69 ~E .. 
PERSONAE FOR GEN CUSHMAN ·.AIDHGEN NICKERSON FROM Gm WIILIAMS 

.;' . ~.;.,:,) 

"CONGRATULATION ON END OF YOUR TOUR -- SALUTE YOU ON ASSUMPTION YOUR COl.ft1.tlliD" 

ADMIN FMFP KG; 2'42201Z MliR69 (C) ~. - ~ 
lIDR CUSHMAN FROl1 FONTANA !J. V.' 
l'RESS INTERVIEVF -- LYLE NEESON -- IfALF HOUR INTERVIEW ON 31 MAR:-

CG FIRm MARDIV 241219Z: MAR69 (s) EXCLITSIVE 9P - ;j. 
FOR GtJSHMAN FROM SIPlPSON VV 
ENl!NY ROCKE.'T/MORTAR ATrACKS - DANANG (S) 

CID 251504Z MlIR69 ~OR .' 
. FeR NICKERSON . 

YOUR TEMADD TERM - 26 11AR, RPT F<R DU AS CG III MAF 

CIve 2516362. Mlffi:69 (0:) MCEOq",-4-
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS: !' 

CID 251730Z MAR69 (u) 
FCR NICKERSON 

Cjf-7 
:PRESIDENT APFOmTS YOU lIrGEN' WHILE SERVING AS eG ITI }1AF - eONGRATS 

iWSJ3ii .8'8BHW@!T Q5' g'9 
~lJ8mNf J &1 llii g • .n TOw wnw W Rpm TO cmms 

e~ 260I08Z MAR69 (U) FOR ~- .1 
FOR IJI'GEN eUSHMAlif -- APPOM}~ TO ImeEJN 

11: CGFlvJAI'1 260132Z, MAR69 (s) MCEO~-1 . 
FIXED \.aNG STRIKE REPORT 1/ ...... 

il!. CQ lmTs ruB '''''4;2'0 Mffl$ (u/m) 
liPS rd-BRRD smr mm 'QQOl5Z FBQM NIP TAW 
«Jifi8i!8!8 \JM n& 8mp (iliel 8i&iiii) > 

13: 1i§l1iEJ81Mli. 8!Rs:IM ,"sea Iftil6, (lJ) 
~ lli4Jiilliill au;[ iiilliliiRi 

...-.aJA _Iililiii WJi'iii' t US 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CMC 222025Z MAR69 (U)1.
TRANSFER ORDERS ON LTGEN CUSHMAN
ASG AS DIR PERSONNEL (MANPOWER)

CONSEVENTHFIT 230036z MAR69 UE (u)2.
FOR CUSHMAN FROM BRINGLE
"ATTABOY FOR CUSHMAN UPON TURNING OVER COMMAND OF III MAF -- WE'RE PROUD
TO HAVE BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH YOU -- GOOD LUCK"

CG NINTH MAB 240601Z MAR:69 (U)E3.
PERSONAL FOR GEN CUSHMAN AND GEN NICKERSON FROM GEN WILLIAMS
"CONGRATULATION ON END OF YOUR TOUR -- SALUTE YOU ON ASSUMPTION YOUR COMMAND"

ADMIN FMFPAC 242201Z MAR69 (c)
group-4

- 44.
FOR CUSHMAN FROM FONTANA
PRESS INTERVIEW -- LYLE NEESON -- HALF HOUR INTERVIEW ON 31 MAR.

4
gp-4

CG FIRST MARDIV 241219Z MAR 69 (s) EXCLUSIVE5.
FOR CUSHMAN FROM SIMPSON
ENEMY ROCKET/MORTAR ATTACKS - DANANG (s)

6. CMC 251504Z MAR69 (U) FOR
FOR NICKERSON
YOUR TEMADD TERM - 26 MAR, RPT FOR DU AS CG III MAF

gp-in
CMC 251636Z MAR66 (c) MCEO7

EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS

CMC 251730Z MAR69 (U)
gp-+

8.
FOR NICKERSON
PRESIDENT APPOINTS YOU LIGGEN WHILE SERVING AS CG III MAF - CONGRATS

" ADMIN IMPAC 2422273 MAR69 (II)
DIGGER CUSTIMAN 05 062
CUSHMAN ATRITI Lorn NT MRANS IN REM mo CONTIS

groupCMC 260108Z MAR 69 (U) FOR10.
FOR ITGEN CUSHMAN -- APPOINTMENT TO LIGGEN

gp-4
CG FMAW 260132Z3 MAR69 (s) MCEO11.

FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT

NINE MAR 2901597 MAR69 (I/E)12.
EOR CARREN SON THEN DOOLEV WROM WITTIAMS
SUITCASE WERE nan GEAR (1+0c) GOOD IN)

NATUOMORA OTHAN 317502 MARC9 ()
FOR NIGHTERSON FROM IVERS
DATE RECORT DANGED AWAY

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

24:' COMNAVFORV Ol0309Z 1lfifg·' (TS) LIMDIS G-f-j 
POSSIBLE USE OF UNDERWATER COMMUNICATIONS 

25."/ CG XXIV CORPS Ol0333Z HAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY..- G'7i'OV!, A/tJ'r--S/J"P----V 
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

MAR69
COMNAVFORV 010309Z PEB69 (TS) LIMDIS GP-124 -

POSSIBLE USE OF UNDERWATER COMMUNICATIONS

CG XXIV CORPS 010333Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY- GROUP NOT SHOWN25.
ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

·r~1 
, 

,~ 
~ 

,."'" 
i~ Ie , .. 

....... ~ t '" j ~. 
~--"'"' .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CG XXIV CORPS 311528Z MAR69 (c) EYES ONLY14.
group-Not shown

FOR WETHERILL INFO DOO LEY & FIRFER FROM STILWELL
CURTAILMENT OF TOUR - LTCOL MOONEY

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

G. E. DOOLEY 
'DNG (t v IlJ d/.h::;r.,':ur~.4 F I 

,U6 t,r1V .-Tt~ -~::_~ J 

DECLASSIFIED 

OF CE OF THE CHIE OF STAFF (

From: Chief of Staff

mfrTo:

7

it
A7

MACV

INFO
AF TSN

CDR SEVENTH
AB RIN

Comus
MACV SGN RVN

G. E. DOOLEY

add DNG RVN
after

IIMAF
PHB RVN XXIJC.PO
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o 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQ RTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

01 MAR 69*- ORIGINATOR GEN ABRAMS
A ACTION / COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION 1,2,31- INFORMATION 0115102 4 COPIES REC JOFCOPY#S- SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE SECRET MAC 2673 EYES ONLYOUTIN

3 CG REMARKS

2 Mar41 DCG

84

0 DCG AIR
C/S2
DC/S

DC/S PLAN
I 312S/S

G-1

A ba astemHas EDAY #G-2

A 3G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac

SECRET

#45

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

e, 

--:0. 01 15T0Z Z YJ:r~ZF;;:;;F---3--::;----
. FM GEN, ,~,BRAMS COM USM ACV 
TO LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAF 
LTG PEERS CG I FFORCEV 
LTG KE R\HN C G !I FOR CE V 
MG ECKHARDT SA IV OOR PS 
INFO GEN BROWNCMDR 7AF 
LTG ST !l.WELL CG XX IV aJR PS 
VA OM IZ lMWALT COMNAVFORV 
LTG MILDREN LSARV ' 
ZEt~ , 

,S E C RET MAC 2673 EYES ONLY 

• 

1£ ARE BEGINNING TO SEE SOME SIGNS THAT THE ENEMY MAY 
HAVE SLFFERED RECENT DAMAG::, HITHERTO LNOBSERVE0, AS A 
RESLLT OF OtR 8-52, T AC AIR, AND ART ILLERY STRI~S. FOR 
EX " -~ .., . , 

MPLE, WE NOTE THAT THE ENEMY'S BATTALIONS ARE CONSISTENTLY 
SMALLER IN NLMBERS T HAN WE HAVE CALCLLATEO CDNS"IDERING HIS 
RECENT INFILTRATION AND LOSSES. THESE BAT\fALIONS SHOLLD 
NLMB::R ARO\JilD330 MEN. PW'S TELL US. HOvJEV)::R. THAT TItY 
AVE RA (E ONLY ARO LND 25 0. WE HAVE 2 RE CE NT'PW • S FROM THE 
33RDAND 174 REGrS OFTHE 5TH VCDIVISION WHO TELL LS OFTHE 
CASUALT 1E5 S lFFEREOAS A RES t.LT or,..a-5 2 ... J AC A.lB-..ANO ARJ:Jj lEB.:L.., 
STRIKES WHICH RESLLTEO IN THE SCATIERING AND DISORGANrZATION . 
OF Ti-E SE UNITS. AT LEAST ONE PIAl TELLS lE OF SERIOLS FOOD ' 
pROBLEMS IN THE 5TH VC DIVISION. THE DONG NAI'REGIMEtfr IS 
SHORT OF BOTH FOOD AND FtRSONNEL. ' 

WHILE I DO NOT BELITTLE THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY TO 
LAtNCH SERIOUS GROLNDATTACKS IN VERIOU; AREAS THROUGHOur 
'SO urH VIETN AM, IT IS \ IM pORT ANT, T HAT WE, BS ALERT TO DETERM INE 
SIGNS OF EVEMY DIFFICLLTIES J AND PART ICLLARLY, ANY SIGN OF 
Et-EMY ~nT HDRAWAl.ALl INTELl IGEN <E SOLRCES, PART ICLLARL Y 
PW'S' AND DOCLMENfS 1 MUSf BE E!L~orrED TO DETECT THE MOMENT 
THE ENFMY BREAKS AND' ST ARTS FOR HIS SANer UARIES. THE . 
OPORTLt~rr IESWHICH WILL BE PRESENt-ED BY TJ£ WITHDRAWAL OF 
A DEFEATED ENEMY MlST BE GRASFED FROMPrLY. WE MUST HAVE-
PLANS AND PREPARATIONS READY TO TAI£ INSTANT ADVANTAGE OF THIS 
FAVORABLE MOMENT • 

. SSO NOTE: DELIVER D IJ' ING 0 lJ Y HO LRS 
I PRECEOENG::. FOR TRANSMISSION ONlY 

342 

f· 

,r.._ 
"""'-- .... --
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DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0115102 ZYH ZFF-3FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACVTO LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAF
LTG PEERS CG I FFOR CE V
LTG KERWIN CG II FOR CE V
MG ECKHARDT SA IV COR PS
INFO GEN BROWN OM DR 7AF
LTG STILWELL CG XX IV COR PS
VADMIZUMWALT COMNAVFOR V
LTG MILDREN USARV
ZEM
S ECRET MAC 2673 E YES ONLY

WE ARE BEGINNING TO SEE SOME SIGNS THAT THE ENEMY MAY
HAVE SUFFERED RECENT DAMAGE, HIT HERTO UNOBSERVED, AS A
RESULT OF OUR B-52, TAC AIR, AND ART ILLERY STRIKES. FOR
EX

MPLE, WE NOTE THAT THE ENEMY'S BATTALIONS ARE CONSISTENTLY
SMALLER IN NUMBERS THAN WE HAVE CALCULATED CONSIDERING HIS
RECENT INF ILTRATION AND LOSSES. THESE BATTALIONS SHOULD
NUMBER AROUND 330 MEN. PW'S TELL US. HOWEVER. THAT THEY
AVERAGE ONLY AROUND 250. WE HAVE 2 RECENT PW'S FROM THE
33RD AND 174 REGTS OF THE 5TH VC DIVISION WHO TELL US OF THE
CASUALT IE'S S UFFERED AS A RESULT OF R-52, TAC AIR AND ARTILLERY
STRIKES WHICH RESULTED IN THE S CATTERING AND DISORGANIZATION
OF THE SE UNITS. AT LEAST ONE PW TELLS US OF SERIOUS FOOD
PROBLEMS IN THE 5TH VC DIVISION. THE DONG NAI REGIMENT IS
SHORT OF BOTH FOOD AND PERSONNEL.

WHILE I DO NOT BEL ITTLE THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY TO
LAUNCH SERIOUS GROUND ATTACKS IN VERIOUS AREAS T HROUGHOUT
SOUTH VIETNAM, IT IS IM PORT ANT THAT WE BS ALERT TO DETERMINE
SIGNS OF EVEMY DIFFICULTIES, AND PART ICULARLY, ANY SIGN OF
ENEMY WITHDRAWAL. ALL INTELLIGENCE SOURCES, PART ICULARLY
PW'S AND DOCUMENTS, MUST BE EXPLOITED TO DETECT THE MOMENT
THE ENEMY BREAKS AND START S FOR HIS SANCT UARIES. THE

ORT UNIT IES WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED BY THE WITHDRAWAL OF
A DEFEATED ENEMY M UST BE GRASFED PROMPTLY. WE MUST HAVE
PLANS AND PREPARAT IONS READY TO TAKE INSTANT ADVANTAGE OF THIS
FAVORABLE MOMENT.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUY HOURS
PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY

342
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

e '- l~ • HEAoaArrERS • .~ ... 

m: MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

~~TlAL ., '. -".- ' , "' ,- -I ' OPERATION CODE FROM IOATE ~ 
~ ORtG! NATOR o OMS EVENT HfLT ~1 MAR 69 ~ I A-ACTION ICOGNI1.ANCE ! 
C - COMMENT I RI~COMMENDAnoN SERIAL'" / CONTROL DATE 

Co COPIES ~ECO ! I - I N FO~MATION 
1010916,Z FEB: 69 ~F , 

S - SIGNATURE COPV* , 

m MAF FORM 5216 (REV:3 69) 

OA" rE 
INIT~L 

SUBIJECT -1 
ROUTE SECTION CODE 

OUT FaA. IN i 

~ CG fIJ REMARKS ! 
-~...". oLM Ar_ ':~I\y 

1 
.,- DCG !:!!. .. OOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND ~ I, DCG AIR (~ fl , ....... T BE RETURNED TO FORCE s'ac WITKIN I .:l CIS ~ \~iJJ 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION I DISPOS-

DC/S, 
, 

~.".. 
ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

, --. 

OC/S PUI.N 

I SIS ~ ~/~ -y..cru,j 
G-I l\ 
6-2 

G-3 ,..,. J.t A,-' It;...~~ ~-~ G-4 • 
G-5 

G-G f'i:l!ll f:'!' t.'''''ll.: 
I :) T~ ~;: ';~ 

CAP ~-" r;:;L.,,:'" 
ADJ 

~ . - e{ ~~:. 

CORDS 

~Ma/TRAl~ 
, 

ENGR . Has CO I 

INSP -
MTO 

OP ANAI_ 

ORO 
PSY Of'S 
SUPPLY -LEGAL 
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St.;JJZCT: EST U. "lATE OF r HE + Slt.;JJIii,l(Hl] 
1. ENEr'l Y (\CT IONS 28 12~0 F!B<"~~~,6 .. 

A. TH!RE WAS A Sl.IGHT IICRt'4S 
P.ZPO?THlG ?l!RIoD INT!iE' I ITH 1.'17"""""'" 
IN AN INCREASE (iF 'FRIl'1 rHSa (3) :iG 
IN THE AREA IMMEDiATELY ,~Ot1'N OF :TM}! 
!l'!E:RE WERl!: A NlJ1BER OF S!'~ALL cOtn'i\-d! 
WHTS IN THAlf AREA, ANt AT 281540 HO 
LA::1GE MEETH.lG ENGAGEMENT 3E!·i'JEtN Z· SOf Tms: 
AN ESTIMATlrD, ENEI1Y CO'/loM;v. THIS l.ATT!E CO~iACT, . ICR 
RESULTED IN T :{E DEPLOYY;;:NT OF .~DD IT rONAL 3/5 CAV TROOP~ANP 
MARINES TO.REltFORCS T:,!E ;;-O?CES MAKING T1-tE' HJrlHt. cONTAcT, 

... CULM IN.A.TED' IN lJINE (S) FRIEN~LY CP.SUAL.T IE 5;. (ONE C DKrA AND 
.EIGlIT (,8) ~nAt AND SIXTY (S~n E.~tMY }~IA·'SJf ~. '~oE' 
DM1AGED3':' ZNE~'7, PRG ROUNDS DURING 'THE·. 'HE. EN cOMTAC! 
~,,~A:3 T-ERMlt\ATED l) URUIG r HE HOUR$ ,Qr~AR 'OF'fPE 
A::~A wAS rNcITIATED AT FIRST 14 ; ,'. ~ 

, 3. IN THE DEI);:Y CANYQlIl AO. 
AGA INS!· LI!'1I!E:D O??05IT ION. i, 
W lTH ENEMY FORCES. r~1E, LARG'£S'1" . ' 

'T:{ERE WERE SIX (6) INS! ANcrS OF :ATT 'RT 
NONE OF WP.ICtt RESULTED IN DAMAgE OR • UALT15:S. 

j. Sr-I ?1ARINE 2EGI~ENr ,~L F"O~~SEnCCmrrE'r!D 1. r1TLE D 
, IN CONTINUING !~!EIR MOvEMENT !HR01!CROUr T'£ A~EA 
,IN CAPTURING T:}O AJ::JITIONAL 5:~~i CUNS AN:;' ,~NOTl{ER 

f; {PREVIOUSLY EF.D{)RTE1J I~ '1S::: '.:)r·:- 2,'377, JTS28t.71.t7iL 
, Ml!'.1~i:'P O,!O 1!r.t':>U"I~f' "\'/\ ':':01iTr.~ r,P,J"".OUn-rr,"r.'tj'r- 'pv Oll~.· i~ -..41- .iJ"lJl. • ,,-*1'1. __ ... _ _ .\ :i .~ _'.Lj:,...... L.~ •• ,--' t~ _ 1.;.. ~_ """ _.' 1- ~ ttl . 

. R:CENT, . CONFIRMINI2 IPD rCAT 10] or TEE: . COriF'uSIO~ ! 

. ELZf'lENTS IN THE ARELI..,· "J". ,',' 
8. ACTIVITY!N THE 1J13T !'l;3!J DIVr-SIOR,QPtal'll'twtD:'!O BE: 

LI3HT. Tlr~ 2/521 A;:t~ 3ATTALIO-N CONT IN 'S!A~CE Of !1:t"E 
5L!NVA RECINEt'JT AL CF \JESl 0:' 1.EE CH : D IS CQVE,p'E.n , 
A~OT':-rER ~AC~C: C? GJ AN: ?;:;~m :"lOR! Aft AND IlrI'.. tHE 
1I502'A3): BATtALIC:l, 0~':~l~TPJS 31!N~R OF ?SF EAS!O.eNE, 
LOCATE:D A 60i'i"'i ~1 o:=::' Ai', 1'J7 ACI.o Af'fD ,AN ELENEri! }14 T~. 

,'VI:ItUT'! OF' TO!'1AHA',H (ON· ;?L- L NE;AR ,REcElvE»2~' T9' , 
25 RO~tN~S OF 2:'1'1 ";O~T.~R ~n!t StlSt 'DAMAeE,'O,f{' 
1- ~. 

i ,CA SUM .. T IE.;.. . r'- WEATRER CO I'm IT IONS. 
8. FEBRUARY, 

, DEttE'! 
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TO MG CORCORAN CHIEF OF STAN MACV
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAF
ZEM

C T PHB 038, EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION
1. ENEMY ACTIONS 281200 FEB 69 TO 0112a0 MAR 69.

A. THERE WAS A SLIGHT INCREASE IN ENEMY INIT TAT IVE DURYNG THE
REPORTING PERIOD IN THE 11TH DTA/XXIV CORPE AREA THIS WAS REFLECTED
IN AN INCREASE OF FROM THREE (3) TO FIVE (5) ATTACKS BY FIRE
IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ. ADDITIONALLY
THERE WERE A NUMBER OF SMALL CONTACTS MADE BY FRIENDLY PATROLLING
UNITS IN THAT AREA, AND AT 281540 HOURS, THERE WAS A RELATIVELY
LARGE MEETING ENGAGEMENT BETWEEN ELEMENTS OF THE 3-5 CAV AND
AN ESTIMATED ENEMY COMPANY. THIS LATTER CONTACT, WHICH
RESULTED IN THE DEPLOYMENT OF ADDITIONAL 3/5 CAV TROOPS AND
MARINES TO REINFORCE THE FORCES MAKING THE INITIAL CONT ACT,
CULMINATED IN NINE (9) FRIENDLY CASUALITES CONE (1) KIA AND
EIGHT (8) WIA, AND SIXTY (62) ENEMY KIA'S). TWO TANKS WE DE

DAMAGED BY ENEMY PRG ROUNDS DURING THE THE ENCOUNTED CONTACT
AS TERMINATED DURING THE HOURS OF DARKNESS, AND A SWEEP OF THE
AREA WAS INITIATED AT FIRST LIGHT.

3. IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO, SEARCH OPERATIONS CONTINUED
AGAINST LIMITED OPPOSITION. THERE WERE FOUR (4) SMALL CONTACTS
WITH ENEMY FORCES, THE LARGEST OF WHICH WAS OF SQUAD FEE, AND
THERE WERE SIX (6) INSTANCES OF ATTACKS BY MORTAR FIRE
NONE OF WHICH RESULTED IN DAMAGE OR CASUALTIES. DURING THE DAY,
9TH MARINE REGIMENTAL FORCES ENCOUNTE-ED LITTLE DIFFICULTY
IN CONTINUING THEIR MOVEMENT THROUGHOUT THE AREA AND WERE SUCCESSFUL
IN CAPTURING TWO ADDITIONAL 5MM CUNS AND ANOTHER LARGE CACHE
( PREVIOUSLY REPORTED IN MSC 011 3377, DTG 2817107 (E3). THE
NUMBER OF UNBURIED NVA BODIES ENCOUNTERED BY PATROLLING FORCES A

RECENT, CONFIRMING INDICATION OF THE CONFUSION THAT GSTS AMONG NVA
ELEMENTS IN THE AREA.

C. ACTIVITY IN THE 101ST ABN DIVISION A° CONTINUED TO BE
LIGHT. THE 2/501 ABN BATTALION CONT IN UED ITS SEARCH OF THE
5TH NVA RECIMENTAL CF WEST OF LEE CH IS, AND AND DISCOVERED
ANOTHER CACHE OF 60 AND 20MM MORTAR AMMUNITION AND TNT. THE
1/5 02 ABN BATTALION, OPERATING GENERALLY NORTH OF F SE BASTOGNE,
LOCATED A 60MM MORTAR INTACT. AND AN AIRBQ NE ELEMENT IN THE
VICINITY OF TOMAHAWA CON CL-1 NEAR PHOLOR RECEIVED 20 TO
25 ROUNDS OF 2MM MORTAR FIRE, SUSTAINING NO DAMAGE OR
CASUALTIES.

D. WEATHER CONDITIONS IMPROVED SEIGHTLY DURITO
HOURS OF 28 FEBRUARY, PERMITTINGLMED RESUPPLY
MARINES IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO AND OF admist
FORCES IN THE SPOKANE RAPIDS AO THE WEATHER
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A. lUH:;- Y IU n Arl Vi IN 1M [ t 11M 01'A/XXI V C atP S AREA DURING 'fHE 
REPCR11 ~tl pan 0); REFLEtt£D S,.IGH1l.Y i N;i£,ASm A,en VI TY IN THE NORTH­
ERN P mTI eN Or' 'F!t to A~D TEi\i1)ED to CaU"lRN I l't1'ELLI €ENe E THAT ADOI-
11 00 It. Ei;1 Z. Y th'l lS Ii AVE IW IltRA TED 1M E D~lZ AND ARE DE? 1.0 Y lllJG FOR 
PHAS'E II OF TH~ ./iJA OFFENSIVE. PJf(TI WIJ\Rl,.Y SIGN! F1 cnNT WERE, REl-A­
n \,£1 v )HrAVY C O;~]!jC ISSY EtE~iJl~rS OF 3/5 C IN 61(':' SOU 1HWEST OF c..e; 
A ~.£\l ?Al'fEn~ OF Ei'l~.Y ACUVZ'W THroUeli THE EASTERN PCRTION OF' tHE 
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,a~R HE PA~rROLSWORK INa nO! CENTRAL PaiiIO:;! OF THE CCRPS AO IMi.EDIATE­
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60fW U!.tl:s OF. iS2t·: ,;ORIAR AT 01231 8 MAR 'i":JDM THE NOR-rH. THE ROUNDS 

: . .-.. 
t:, 

1 PAC'lID S.~tl\T OF !H£ .TARG£T Ai~i) CJilt£ FRJM THE GttJ£RAL J)lRECnON OF 
lHE D,:Z. IT IS NOT YEl' .l'U!J..Y c<»~rnUiJED THAT THE MORTAR P<.SI nONS 
WERE, n~ FAC It wt ~ H~ THE D:ZZ, ALTJHlIGH THERE I S SOME INDl mTI CN THAT 
Po FIRI fGFRO ' T~E ? Z t:0t\Y HAVE TAX .EN PLACE. AN I rm;STl eATION OF THIS 
SI'lU lin or,1 1$ mQ:)ER~tAY. . 

. c. H~; nn: ~>(fil·H t£s 1ERN PaiTl a'~ OF 1M E C CRP S AO 1'liERE NAS BEEN 
LI nL~ AC:7I vltv • .H.)t'TEVER, gmt: EVlJENCE EX! srs 'tHAT ELEMENTS OF THE: 
24€!H RE~tT OR POSSifLY ELE~i;n~TS OF TH£9TH REGT, 304TH NVA DIVISIOO 
HAVE Hi' IL1'R~7E!) l!{EAREA~mRTH OF Fm AReONNE. COOT! NJ INS ADVERSE 
WEATiiER ~ll&~~ Ij[JQ;~S pmVE~\!T tHE: DEPLOYilENT OF l':ARI ti: UNITS TO ,sa AR .. · 
G):V~ rofltr;'~E PURPOOECF SfARCHIfG THE AREA WEST OF NEVILLE AND;;7!). 
I ED 1 Af!l;L Y rou'ffi OF 'tH E D z. t(;J 
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0 ZY H EFF-3
F LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORP S
TO TOWN SEN ACTIC C/S ACV
INF 0 LTG CUS! AN CC III MAF
ZE
TOPSECRE TPIB 0 399 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTI ATE OF THE SI UATION
1. (TS) ENEY ACTIONS 211230 AR 69 TO 021 20 € MAR 69.

A. ENE Y INITIATIVE IN THE 11TH DTA/XXIV CORPS AREA DURING THE
REP ORTI PERIOD REFLECTED SIGHLY INC REAS ED ACTIVITY IN THE NORTH-
ERN PORTION OF THE AO AND TENDED TO C ONF IRM INTELLIGENCE THAT ADDI-
TIONAL BIEY UHI TS HAVE ILTRATED THE DMZ AND ARE DEPLOY ING FOR
PHASE II OF THE ..VA OF FEN SI VE. PARTI OJ LARLY SIGNI FI CANT WERE: RELA-
TI VELY HEAVY COVERIS BY ELEMENTS OF 3/5 CAV 6 K SOUTHWEST OF C-2;
A NEW PATTERN OF ENELY ACTIVI TY TH ROU CH THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE
D.Z. CAS IDENTIFIED BY TP S 25, F O' S AND AO'S); AND TWO CONTACTS BY
AR I NE PATROLS WORK ING THE CENTRAL PORTION OF THE C ORP S AO IM EDIATE-
LY SOUT OF THE D.Z. ADD ITI QALLY, THERE WAS A SLIGHT INC REASE IN THE
NU B ER OF ALL ATTACK(S) BY FIRE, { IC H INC LU DED ATTACKS ON D/1 B
MAR INES (X) 996492), H/2/4 ARINES IN THE I CINITY OF FSB NE-
VILLE), C/1/4 ARINES IN THE VICINITY OF FSB ACIO, AND M/3/3
PARINES YD 133733).

B. THE INCREASE IN AC TI VI TY IN THE CENTRAL PORTION OF THE AO JUST
SOUTH OF THE D I TEND S TO CONF INV EVIDENCE THAT THE 27TH REGT HAS
CO PLETED ITS DEPLOY ENT THROUGH THE DNZ AND IS P REP ARI NG FOR ATTACKS
ALONG HYWAY 9 BETWEEN CA. LO AND VANDEGRIFT COMBAT BASE. THERE IS
ALSO CON SIDERABLE EV IDENCE OF INCREASED ENEMY LOVEMENT THROUGH THE
EASTERN PORTION OF THE D. I TOWARD GIO LINH AND AN I MENT ON THE
PART OF ENE.Y FORCES IN THAT AREA TO STRIKE INS TALLATIONS I N THE
COASTAL AREA. LE ENTS OF THE 1 ST AMTRACK, AT OCEAN VIE, RECEIVED
60 RO UND $ OF 82 % ORTAR AT 01231 MAR FROM THE NORTH. THE ROUNDS
I P AC TED SMORT OF THE TARGET AND CAME FROM THE GENERAL IRECTION OF
THE D Z. IT IS NOT YET FULLY C ONF IRMED THAT THE MORTAR P OSI TIONS
WERE, IN FACT, WITHIN THE DEZ, ALTHOUGH THERE IS SOME INDI CATION THAT
A FIRI G FRO THE 2 Z MAY HAVE TAKEN PLACE. AN INVESTIGATION OF THIS
SITUATION IS UIDERWAY.

C. IN INC ORTHWES TERN PORTION OF THE CORP S AO THERE HAS BEEN
LI TILE AC TI VI TY . HOWEVER, SOME EVIDENCE EXI STS THAT ELEMENTS OF THE
246 IN REGT OR POSSIELY ELEMENTS OF THE 9TH RECT, 304TH NVA DIVI SI ON
HAVE INF ILTRATED THE AREA NORTH OF F SB ARGONNE. CONTI ING ADVERSE
WEATHER CONDITIONS PREVENT THE DEPLOYMENT OF MARI NE UNITS TO FSB AR-
GO N HE FOR THE PURP OS OF SEARCHI N3 THE AREA WEST OF NEVILLE AND

27/1/I ED LATELY SOUTH OF THE D z.
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e. 

J; CF-'-S'o--'~-lmR SIt;"~} In crn'\cE'f'URI?t THE REpm!l~G p Btl CD WAS A 
C~J TAC T ,l~ l"rl E V I C1 M,1Y OF. F $ ~Atl:e Y, I WOLVI r~ BII 11 1 INtAtITRY. . 
REI Nt' me ID 3":( ELE z'm~SOF.!HE'-t..n-·1rJf··~rm'1ORE1J.AN-YSlCAfED ~8 
VJJ/NVA ~u(E'cCkrAC lED IN iH ISAC 11 ON (W Ie H TOOK PLACE THROUGH THE 
FARLY .O~I~\)U~ Pl£\i) O~YUG.1iT HOOIl3 OF 1 i"lARCH>. THE FRIENnLY FORCES 
SUSTAIN£~~ O~E i)'~il,aED rA~~K A*D t~(1 Fi1IOOl.Y CAsUtlTIES T:JHlLE IN ... 
FL t en ~G A' 'lOTf\L O?' F I\t: (5)IN~Y:Y K lA AND C.PP 1U RI m ONE P Rl SJNER. 
!NO'ffi\':AT:t 0;:,; os Ttll r'E!) Fro THE PIA liID lCATES THAT 'THE ENErijY UNIT v.1AS 
WE gt4ri~ BATtALlot:,t 7"m FREi!!. Tl'fIS BATrALla~ HAS BEEN KNOWN TO 
OPFRP~T£, :,HJ' 11-j::' G;~~ERAL VI CI Nt nOr BASE AREA 1 01 AND tA'AS EITHER 
A1tE PTI l€ TO C ~~n uer A~;.l &>R A TTA,C l( AGAINST FRI mOLY FORe ES TR 

0 1", et""-R' C:· 0· ... '~'OOi:'\' ' . 
... ~ ,<I;~ t- .ii~ "~P. 

-!:,: t. lHZft1.OSa" SI(t~lF 1C""~tt>eiIOt~ OF THE DAY, ANn THE O~I WHICH 
m-JDS 10 roi~YIR.·!HE WCA!lCN OF REl.ATI\£LY STRONG ENEMY FORCES IN 
'mE CLN1RALP·CR;!o;.~ OF' tHE AO JIJSfS')U1H OF THE D.\Z, WAS THAT UN1JER­
TAKEN BY tHE 315 CAV (REl~) AS A cmTr WATlOO OF THE ACTION DES­
CRnED l:~~ TH: PfeVlOUSaEPon.·At rHD-MORNIW OF 1 mARCH, FRIENDLY 
FOReH$11:~roTABL1-SH»--~",Q,llAC:r·w.l·1H tHE.ENE~YAI.YD fa sa6Z1. '. SUSfAIN­
IrG ~ AGE1D F IilE (fS-) AP C 5 AND FWP. (4) TANK S (BY.~UtES), THE 
fR Ie; tL Y Z:LE Z:;iS EN'IZRED AN AREA W}UOf AF PEARED TO BE THE LOCATION 
OF nu: ~£LA rl VEt Y l.ARGE £WE Y H Q. A I f{ 51ft! J£S AN' ARTI ll.ERY WERE 
PLAC ID on. 1M 13: 1'1~,RG\Er AREA. A CatDON lilAS £STAB1..1 s-tED.( 1 7 ADDI nONAL 
NJ A ,It,IERE ~(XU-ED fInn tIl nn: EARLY EVENIl'G. AT F ms.! L1 GMT ON 
2' H~RC Hi. A sr~RCM OF 1~ E Et~C me lEu ENEMY FORCE WAS BEGUN. 51 X (6) 
AD1HtIONt;l. 'EChHi!S AND 1 f; AD))l·nONAL It4 HAD BEEN DISCOVERED BY THE 
CWS:: OF' tHEREPCRiltS PERIOD. TC·t~L ENE£f:Y PERSCN~'EL. tosSES TO DATE 
eRE as l(U~ . 

SSO N or~~; DELI VE.R Ld;;D IATEL Y 
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OF SO I OR SIGN IFI CANCE DU RI NE THE REPORTING PERIOD WAS A
CONTACT IN THE VICINITY OF FB NANCY, INVOLVI G 8/1/11 INFANTRY
REINFORCED BY ELE ENTS OF THE AATH ARMORED. AN ESTI ATED 33
VC/NVV WERE CONTACTED IN TH IS ACTION (WHICH TOOK PLACE THROUGH THE
EARLY ORNING AID DAYLIGHT MOURS OF 1 MARCH THE FRIENDLY FORCES
SUSTAINED ONE DA AGED TAKK AND NO FRIENDLY CAS UALTIES WHILE IN-
FLICTING A TOTAL OF F IVE ( 5) ENEMY K IA AND CAP TU RI NG ONE PRISONER.
INF ORMATION OB AIRED F RO THE PW IND IC ATES THAT THE ENEMY UNIT WAS
THE 814TH BATTALION, 7 TH F R O N T. THIS BATTALION HAS BEEN KNOWN TO
OPERATE IN THE GENERAL VI CI I I TY OF BASE AREA 101 AND WAS EITHER
ATTE P TI I E TO C OND UCT A INOR ATTACK AGAINST FRIENDLY FORCES TR
IN SEARC OF FOOD.

E. THEMO: ST SIGN IC ANT ACTION OF THE DAY, AND THE ONE WHICH
TENDS TO CONFIR THE LOCATION OF RELATI ELY STRONG ENEMY FORCES IN
THE CENTRAL PORTION OF THE AO JUST SOUTH OF THE D.Z, WAS THAT UNDER-
TAK EN BY THE 3/5 CAV (REI IF) AS A C ONTI NU ATION OF THE TION DES-
CRIBED IN NE PREVIOU REPORT. AT MID-MORNING OF 1 MARCH, FRIENDLY

CONTACT WI-TH THE ENEMY AT YD 02627. SU STAIN-
ING DA AGE TO F I V E (5) APC AND FOUR (4) TANKS ( BY INES), THE
FR IENTLY ELE ENTS ENTERED AN AREA WHICH APPEARED TO BE THE LOCATION
OF THE RELATIVELY LARGE ENE Y HQ. AIR STRIKES AND ARTILLERY WERE
PLACED ON THE TARGET AREA. A C ORDON VAS ESTABLI SHED. ( 17 ADDI TIONAL
NA WERE KILLED DU RI I B THE EARLY EVENING. AT FIRST LIGHT ON
2 ARCH, A SEARC K OF THE ENCIRC LED ENEMY FORCE WAS BEGUN. SI X (6)
ADDITIONAL BODIES AND 16 ADDITIONAL IW HAD BEEN DISCOVERED BY THE
CLOSE OF THEREPORTING PERIOD. TOTAL ENEMY PERSONNEL LOSSES TO DATE
ARE 83 KIA.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER INTED IATELY
760
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. i 0 02042.0 Z :: ZF F-! 
: R; LTS SnUiELt. C~ XKl V C(RP S f'. ~ 
'10 TOtHvSEl'V 1) fC 11 ~ C /S :',AC V, 

HF 0 UG OJ ~a1;A~; CG I I 1 :'~AF 
ZE !?",~ ~ 

T (}? SEC RET pm e399 EY5 Oi~LY F lNAL. SE.cno.~ OF. TWO 
F. ,'1..50, rs p ~'EVI QHL Y REP CftTED, TM ERE CON! 1 tU ES TO BE AC nVltr 

CN H '!WAy 92e~, ~t.;.: reB E~~ltRS "tHE sn :'AR D1 V AO FROt'j LAOS I rl THE 
V ICH\! TY CF ,LZ ~jI G:I;~. R~C a~ TtA;,.$ Am) AO~ SHAVE RP eRrED AN IN-
CHEA:1: IN ll'tAf FI C U2 13l!H D 1 mc 1! o.\i S ALONG 926 IN RVN. . 

G. cpJ.RElJrIONs na lHE DE~JEV CAt'\iYCN AO CONTI tum AGAltsT SLIGHTLY 
It(;R£Asm E:i.,E Y CPP'OSITICA'i" f'lORTA.R F I~ WAS RECE! \£~, TWICE BY 6/2/9 
AN D CIt 19 ~,:~un ms • Bll /9 :.ARI NtS C WTAC 1£D A S>}At.L EN£f<1Y FORe E' AT 
211131 ij rtOUl1~ ~ At,.;') IVl/9 ENGAGED 3~ ENE~i=y AT 011540 HOOfS. ACCDUNTING 
FOR 12 ~ A KIA. IN E 119 l':AR! ~ SA rlALl 00 OVERNAN ANOTHER CACHE 
CONSISTIt'e IJ? Swli<'JIVlllJAL WEAPONS, 29 Cf£W 9:RVED iiEAPONS <10 IN­
CUI r£ 21 A~\~TI Al f«: ~F T G u~s OF E1 mm 20 OR 23 rr:M C ILl BER--S lZE AS 
YEf UIDETER;,.I ~)ED), (55 12Z i1,,1 I"DRTAR ROll m S, AND OTHER AS 5)RTED 
EQUlP E~i. A SALL. ENE:,Y FCRCEWAS OB~RVEn BY AN At) DURING THE 
EXTRAC n Ot~ 10, 11(JO REC ~ TEA;;S AS Y D 1 043 87. AI R 5THI KES WERE P lACED ON 
lHE ENE.'.Y , AN!) 4 NVA WERE K liLED. . 

H. ACn~fI1Y l!lIlH IN THE 101& ABN DIVISla~ AREA CONTlwm TO BE 
LI~ DHRE C5ERZ 1\10 U5TI\fiCES OF AtTACKS BY FIRE, ONE AT 011~30 
HOURS AGAI ~s T C A"P 2VAN 51 ( 3 I Zl HM ROCJQ!TROUNDS) AND THE OTHER IN 
1H E AREA EEnrEEt~ CAP £.AGLE AND TP.E NAPi MOA DI Sf RIC T KG (5 1 Zl CtiN 

. ROC KEf RO mDS). 1'lHRE {JERE m CAS ml11 fS OR DAMAGE IN THESE TWO 
ATTACKS. A1'021 ~i15 HWlS J THE iRAl N HIT A '1 t-I: \tiM ll.E P OOCEDING 
H..ONG THE ~mAC KPARALLEL TO. THt BOWLI m ALLEY (AU S0~ 09). TotAL 
EXtEwT OF ~~,~ AGE m~ N)\1N AT Tn IS 1'1 ~'£. ADDI n mAt. '1 ~Rft'.ATI 00 
REtATlQE ~I THI,g HCl[Et~T WIll. BE $JB:i~InED SEPtRATELY. 

,.2- e1'5) ENKY It\TENT!a~s: ' , \ 
'f' p.~ 'It.\.. ~VAI !.ABLE HifEL.l.H£NCE IN)I ~1'ES TM AT THE EtJEffJY INTENDS TO \ I'" 

'cOt\ n '-U E HIS ~F liORT TO. ATTAC l( UBTALLA TI OOS IN THE 31) MAR ;,}lV AO 
1, ED I(;TI:LY so U1H OF r~E D:;:Z. THnRE IS I ~CREAS INS EVI !)!NCE OF A 
FuRT}U:1~ B·tU:12-,UP OF' tm::w F mekS t \\01 ONt Y I t\ TttE CENTRAL P cnTION 
(F' THt PO I( W'-~3..~E l~E 271H ~WA ~EGT IS C tRREN1'L Y LOCATED) BUT AL.SO IN 
lHE COASTAj~ A,';.Ef.u ~o PffiS.IELY I ~~ THE NORTHWEST CCRNER. THERE I S NO 

J IN) IOUI a,~ c; ~T ~:£ E~J!::W HIS ElIl,l :ATED tHE C~FU5I ~3 IN THE D£WEY 
CANYON AREj~ tR ~s ;i:V~l.OPS) Ii. C(:PIBIU 1Y 10 REACT EFfECTIVELY AGAINST 
DU: $IT» ,l»l::1IH~;ES. IT IS PeG SlILE nurr THE ENt~Y AcnVI lY I N THE VICINITY 
r:F' -w.~(; CY fi:E? RE:5 E;,~TS A .. 1 ;OR i!;FFORT r RJM BASE AREA t 01 TO P ARne JP ATE 

'ltv mE OFFE:NSl<'[~, 8Ul1';~E:~E IS ECUM.. EVllENCE THAT THE FORCFS EN-
coo ~'::REJAYnAi/l! aEEl~ F(l{CIDBY THE DEWEY CANYON OPERATlotJ To ;OVE 
OUT IN aARC!':OF FOO£). Cl.iSZ CONTINJES '£0 BE NO INlICATION OF AN 
Etary Ctpt.113 IU 1Y n~ ThE t 01 Sf ASN tJ lVlstoo AREA TO U N)ERtAK£ ANY FOR('j 
tF OF tEt~SIVZ ;e1Ic:: EXCEP1l.na 1'ED ATTAC¥.S BY r mE (SJCH AS nfOSE WHICH 
'CCCURRED A.Gt~I N3,T CA-:?' tVA~i s A~li IN THE V It lNI1Y OF CAt'iP EAGLE.) AND 
MIRRAS SEi~T 0; QL .. 1 AW) tHE hAILROA'). I r IS APPARENT THAT THE tilAJOR 
ENEftY THFf:.A t AT 111 IS 11/£ 'IS ALOt~G THE D)1Z AND TH AT TH IS THREAT, 
WHI1.EC1Jmr£Nil..Y umER CONTROL. CooW BEca1£ SIGNIF!OUJT IF INTELLIGENCE 

,rJEVEAt.S AeON 11 W I,G EF FORT BY THE NVATO lNTROQUC E ADDl n (tlAL. "ORCES ( 
'- It; ~ N F Rl M Dn:: NOR 1M • . . ::( 7 3 
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0 02042022YTEFF-3
R LTG STIDE'LL OS XXIV C ORP
TO TOWNSEND ACTING C/S CACV
INF 0 LTG SHAN CG III MAF
ZE
T PIB 339 EYES ONLY F INAL SEC TI ON OF TWO

F. ALSO, AS PREVIOUS REPORTED, TH ERE CONTINUES TO BE CITIVITY
ON HYWAY 926, WHICH ENTERS THE 3D AR DIV AO FRO LAOS I N THE
VICINI TY OF LZ SAIGON. REC ON TEA S AND AO'S HAVE RP GRTED AN IN-
CREA SE IN IRAFFIC IN BOTH ALONG 926 IN RVN.

G. OPERATIONS IN THE DEVEY C ANY ON AO CONTI ILI ED AGAINST SLIGHTLY
INCREASED ENE Y OP POSITI ON. MORTAR F IRE WAS RECEIVED TWICE BY 6/2/9
AND C/A/D MARINES. B/1/9 ARI NES CONTACTED A SMALL ENEMY FORCE AT
21131 is HOURS, AND A/1 ENGAGED 30 ENEMY AT 011540 HOURS, ACCOUNTING
FOR 12 WA KIA. THE /s MARI NE BATTALION OVERRAN ANOTHER CACHE
CON SISTI NE OF SO I INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS, 29 CREW SERVED WEAP ONS TO IN-
CLU DE 21. ANTI AI RC RAFT GUNS OF EI THER 20 OR 23 IM CALIBER- S IZE AS
YET UNDETER NED), 65 123 OM MORTAR ROUNDS AND OTHER AS SORTED
EQ UIP ENT. A S ALL ENE Y FORCE WAS 0B SERVED BY AN AO DURING THE
EXTRAC TION OF TWO RECOM TEAMS AS YD 040 87. AIR STRI KES WERE PLACED ON
THE ENEY, AND 4 NVA WERE K ILLED.

H. ACTIVITY WITH IN THE 101ST ABN DIVISION AREA CONTINUED TO BE
LIGHT, THERE WERE TWO INS TANCES OF ATTAC KS BY FIRE, ONE AT 011630
HOURS AGAINE CAP EVANS (3 1 22 MM ROC KET ROUNDS) AND THE OTHER IN
THE AREA BETWEEN CA P EAGLE AND THE NAM HOA DI STRICT HO 122 MM
ROC KET RC UNDS). THERE WERE ND C AS UALTIES OR DAMAGE IN THESE TWO
ATTACKS. AT 021 515 HOURS, THE TRAI N HIT A I NE WH LE ROCEDING
ALONG THE TRACK PARALLEL TO THE BOWLI ALLEY ( All 80 50 09) . TOTAL
EXTENT OF DA AGE UNK NOWN AT THIS TIME. ADDI TIONAL I INFORMATION
RELATIVE TO THIS INC IDENT WILL BE SUBMI TTED SEPARATELY.
2. (TS) ENE Y INTENTION:
A. ALL AVAILABLE INTELLIGENCE INDI CATES THAT THE ENEMY INTENDS TO

CON TI NJE HIS EFFORT TO ATTACK INSTALLATI ONS IN THE 3D MAR DIV AO
I. ED IATELY SOUTH OF THE D.Z.Z. THERE IS I NC REAS ING EVIDENCE OF A
FURTHER BUILD-UP OF ENERY FORCES, NOT ONLY IN THE CENTRAL PORTION
OF THE AO CHHIRE THE 27 TH NVA REGT IS CURRENTLY LOCATED) BUT ALSO IN
THE COASTAL ANEA AND POSSIBLY THE NORTHWEST C ORNER. THERE I S NO
INJ ICATION THAT THE EMEMY NAS ELIMIATED THE CONFUSION IN THE DEWEY
CAN YON AREA OR HAS DEVELOPED A C AP AB ILI TY TO REACT EFFEC TIVELY AGAINST
THE 9TH MARINES. IT IS P OS SIBLE THAT THE ENEMY ACTIVITY I N THE VICINITY
OF NAM CY REPRESENTS A LINDR EFFORT F ROM BASE AREA 101 TO PARTIC IP ATE
Iiv THE OF FEN SI VE, BUT THERE IS EQUAL EVIDENCE THAT THE FORCES EN-
COU INTERED .AY HAVE BEEK FORCED BY THE DEWEY CANYON OP ERATION TO OVE
OUT IN SEARC OF FOOD. THESE CONTI NIES TO BE NO IINDICATION OF AN
ENEY C AP AB ILI TY IN THE 1015 ABN D IVISION AREA TO UNDERTAKE ANY FORM
OF OF TENSIVE ACTIC EXCEPT LIM TED ATTACKS BY F IRE (SUCH AS THOSE WHICH
OC CURRED AEAINS CAPP EVANS AND IN THE V IC INI TY OF C AMP EAGLE) AND
HARRAS ENT OF QL-1 AND THE RAILROAD. IT IS APPARENT THAT THE MAJOR
ENEMY THREAT AT IH IS TIME IS ALONG THE DMZ AND THAT TH IS THREAT,
WH ILEC URREN LY UNDER CONTROL, COULD BECOME SI GNIFI CANT IF INTELLIGENCE
REVEALS A CON TI NJ ING EF FORT BY THE NVA TO INTRODUCE ADDI II ONAL FORCES

27(3)IN 3VN FROM THE NORTH.
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-" 
f, , -~' ~~' ~- ,,' ------'--~":,-, ' 
.:.,~ ~S~-1.E!~nrur-Ca..DI II 0:: S-nETE.:U CY\n:!l DU Rl tS THE: NIGHT OF 1 ..(l'" "----r 
~RCH. PiS,!) THIS WILL HAVE. AN .I~'PACTON THECAPtBILl1Y TO DEPLOY FORCES ( 
lQ,fSB ARG,O~~~<E fHmCOOOUC!,AIJt~Qa IU: OPEiAtIONS AGAINST DETEC,~, ' 
E/.>}E'.Y UNllS. BY TN E CW SiOF 1M E RlT.P CRTl N3 P IDI m, THERE WAS SOd: " 
LINJR l(PFDVi .. tNT n~ THE WEATHER, H()fEVER, eEl UNGS REt/lArNED SUFFI-
CIa; n.. y LO,t",~ 10 Ilt~ IBI:r RES UPPLY, OP !RATIONS OF Ttl E 9TH ,ARINES IN THE 
[£WEY C Al~Y Qf~ kO A~~D IN 1: CDNDU cr OF OF ERATI (1<15 'fO TN E ~JEST. 
3. '('ffi) AC n tt: Si TA'K EN AND H1J;;EDI ATE f urUfE P tANS. , 

A. 'mERE :~\IE SEEN NO C!t\NGES INCUf!REtii PlMlS. C~,:3D filAR DIV IS 
UNHRTAK ue "I ton ADJUST::$NTS or ORGANIC AND ATTAC 1£» UNITS TO 
R£ W(!~ D TO C ~itI ;.~Ei.,;C liS AS THEY !JtP aop f; WI lH E~P H\SIS DURING 

, 1li £:REPO'U:l N?, f ERI C) 9Er~, P !ACID' Ot0 THE NVA !-fQ AREA $OutW.lJESr ~F 
C-2. USAN J ~R\n~ ELE,'£ i\jrs Nl 'rH E'. C,QASrAl,.*RE~..J!~#i:::,-~i;'~J'AUl]HEO . .' ",_. . 

'''>, m Tl'E PP'PlRZt':, 1' n:Cli£ASE1,.i,OVE..~~~'\I~,"c~-m-~~~~: .. -
P~'t¥~=,Mtttr~trltI~'·'~~'l.F.~"G~- :f:GRr;IS'JAS .1HEY AS$~:;BL~, IN t 'RV N.' , "~' " '. . ,.':,,' . ',.,--~,'~", .~~ .,' '", . J 

r: B. 1l~Z:,DECN22.S'-2 li.\n;iC\U~·t:·£it OF CAC}E$ !H,cOOtRE1)~Y t14E.9Ht' 
t,' \iARI~S ~",!pe,' riEDUl:fED, H;A DEClsro.'I1 TO \'JI'n!1}1,M1 FR,'O::~!)-,d~EY CA~YON. wITHIN 
l. ."mE Ni:.XT 1~G.! 1}f!IYS, ~ruiV£R, PIAJcSE.XI5r FeR THE IM¥iEDIATE RETURN 
t ':10 Tii E fftitA H-J n:'£ ZVH:T; T~ E DE? tRTU J£ OF Fit! E\DLY FORe 1:5 RESUL IS IN ; 

~ f£TU RNOJ" ~!V~, iiEA:R ELzr:ENfS TO IH E DEI']£Y C ~y ~ AO.· ' 
\ ~. IS' JrH~ ST.M /YlftRI tls ARE Wlm1~A1J.l~~, THE letS' A6N D1 V WIl.L 
ENlER 1~E IDU't,tFJ;N poorlON OF l'KEASHItI VALtEY.fHE 3/1 f!J PlaN 
aATTALI O}~ ~~s' 9£2£. tJI1HmA~t~· F ro>;tH E v Ie nIH 1Y OF FSB BRICK AND IS 

1

- PJiEPtilI rG FeR' DlPLOY~:::{T 10 TEE. ASHAU. THE 2/561 ABN BATTALION HAS 
DEPl.OYW i~l::!:: co PM3Y IO F$ Vitil?, ('If) 590877) AND WILL ca~TINUE ITS 

, ;OVE;zwr.lO IN;";! WCArlOi': AS W£A11H.E pmNl15. Oi~ 5 :.ARCH, 101Sf Al1:3N 

. j
',', l'HV Ett"'jEN1S Wiu.. OCCUP'fAND uEV!l.OP F$ FURY ('rC 535846) ANn 

PR)C EED I Ut'O iii E VALLty • 
D. PLAN S, IN. suP parr OF ELEC n 01\:S O!H Ie H BtGA~} ON 2 --ARCH). ARE COM ... 

Pt£,TED A~~:J :VE~E lJI\PU: •. ENTED 0:'; THAT DATt. tHESE? LANS INVOLVED THE 

I 

U$ OF P nOV H~ l~l. Fmw~ ONLY ,WI 11i P OOV INC!AL FORe ts BAC If:D UP 
INl Tl ALLY' BY tiRV~( EU:~:E!~TS, A~r:t (1.r~ A~ EMERGENC'I) BY US fORe 15. 
liURE ARE f{) ni) lCATI 01\ OF PLANNED ENt~YACnVI IT 9ES IGNED TO 
UiERFlRE ~JI IE ni E aEcna~ s. 

E. PLL': PREV HU s.. y ~?\NOU ;":Cw C LEAR AND' !:£ARCH ANn? At WIC ATI ONS 
OJ> IRAT 1 ~l S II': 1M £ CQ\STAt ARlAS AR£ C ru t¥I'I ru 1m.' ' . . . " . 

I . 

L,_: sSa ~TE:' DEL I \lift I~Z;;E!) lAtELY 
S0~ .' . 

, , 

,-.,.---,-,--,~" .. ' -, .~:----.-~-'--, ---,--'~-~"'~' ~-.,-,-,,, 
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B. ADVERSE EATHER C ONDI IIONS DETERI OATED DU RI NG THE NIGHT OF 1-2

MARCH, AND TH IS WILL HAVE AN IMPACT ON THE ABILI TY TO DEPLOY FORCES

TO FSB ARGOKNE AND C OND UJT AIRMOB ILE OP ERATIONS AGAINST DETECTED

ENERY UNI IS. BY THE CLOSE OF THE REPORTING PERIOD, THERE WAS SOME
MINDR I P P O V E ENT IN THE WEATHER, HOWEVER, CEILINGS REMAINED SUFFI-

CIENTLY LOY TO INH IBI I RES UPPLY OP ERATIONS OF THE 9TH ARINES IN THE

DEWEY CANYON AO AND THE CONDUCC OF OPERATI ONS TO THE WEST.

3. (TS) ACTIONS TAKEN AND IMPEDI ATE F UTU RE P LANS.
A. THERE HAVE BEEN NO C HANGES IN CURRENT PLANS. cc, 3D MAR DIV IS

UND ERTAK IIG IIDR ADJUSTENTS OF ORGANIC AND ATTACHED UNITS TO
RE SP ON D TO CONTI AGENC IES AS THEY DEPELOP, WI TH EMP HAS IS DURING
THE REP ORTI NG PERIOD BEIND PLACED ON THE NVA HQ AREA SOUTHWEST OF

C-2. US AND ARVN ELE EMTS IN THE C OASTAL AREA HAVE BEEN ALERTED
TO THE AP PARENT INC HEAS E LOVEMENT THROUGH THE LISTERN PORTION OF
THE and ATTE TO ENGAGE ENEMY FORCES AS THEY AS SE BLS IN
RV N.

B. THE DEC HEASE IN DIE NUMBER OF CACHES UNC OVERED BY THE 9TH
MARINES HAS RESULTED IN A DECISI ON TO WI TH CRAN FROM DEWEY C ANY ON WITHIN
THE NEXT FOR DAYS S OWEVER, PLANS EXI ST FOR THE I MEDIATE RETURN
TO THE AREA IN THE EVENT THE DEP ARTURE OF FRIENDLY FORCES RESULTS IN
A RETURN OF NVA REAR ELECENTS TO THE DEWEY CANYON AO.

C. AS THE STM MARI NES ARE WI TH DRAWN, THE 1 C1ST ABN DIV WILL
EN TER THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF THE ASH AU VALLEY. THE 3/187 ABN
BATTALION IAS BEEN WI THDRAWN F ROM THE V IC INI TY OF FS3 BRICK AND IS
PREPARI 16 F OR DEP LOYMENT TO THE ASH AU . THE 2/501 ABN BATTALION HAS
DEPLOYED ONE CO PANY TO F B WH IP ( )D 590877) AND WILL CONTINUE ITS
LOVEIENT TO THAT LOCATION AS WEATHER PERMITS. ON 5 MARCH, 101 ST ABN
DIV ELEMEN IS WILL OC CUPY AND DEVELOP F B FURY YC 535846) AND
PROCEED INCO THE VALLEY.

D. PLANS IN SUPPORT OF ELEC TI ONS BEGAN ON 2 ARCH) ARE COM-
PLETED AND WERE ENTED ON THAT DATE. THESE PLANS INVOLVED THE
USE OF PROV INC IAL FORCES ONLY, WI TH P ROV INC IAL FORCES BACKED UP
INI TIALLY BY ARVN ELEMENTS, AND ( IN AN EMERGENCY BY US FORCES.
THERE ARE NO IND ICATI ON OF PLANNED ENEMY ACTIVITY DES IGNED TO
INTERF ERE MI DE THE ELECTIONS

E. ALL PREV IOUSLY ANNOUNCE CLEAR AND SEARCH AND PACIFICATIONS
OP BRATIONS IN THE COAS TAL AREAS ARE COUNTINUING.

SSO NOTE: DELI IMMED IATELY
50 €

27/4)
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FM CG FIRST MAW
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN
FROM MGEN QUILTER
REDEPLOYMENT VMFA- 115 (S)
A. CMC 141741Z FEB 69
B. CG FMFPAC 2(20492 DEC 68 (S)
10 (S) REF A INDICATES VMFA-115 MAY BE SCHEDULED FOR REDEPLOYMENT TO
JAPAN DURING MARCH 1969
2. (S) REF B SCHEDULES THE DEPLOYMENT OF VMFA-232 WITH F4J ACFT FROM
CONUS TO FIRST MAW AND ROTATION OF VMFA-323 WITH F4B ACFT FROM FIRST
MAW TO CONUS. EXCMANGE OF SQUADRONS IS SCHEDULED FOR 31 MARCH 1969
THE PREPARATION OF VMFA-323 ACFT FOR FLIGHT FERRY TO CONUS AND THE
INDOCTRINATION PROCESS REQUIRED FOR NVMFA-232 AFTER ARRIVAL IN RVN WIL
CAUSE REDUCTION IN FIRST MAW ATTACK SORTIE CAPABILITY 2 BNMAR a 10 APR
3. (S) IN VIEW OF THE ANTICIPATED REDUCTION IN CAPABILITY DURING THE
TRANSPLACEMENT OF VMFA-232/323, IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT THE
REDEPLOYMENT OF VMFA-115 BE POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER 15APR69. GP-4
BT
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#49

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.' . • "'-.L-

... 
ClfSZYUW RHMMAFA0781 e6501A2-SSSS--RUHHF~A nUMLMHAo 

2NY SSSSS 
l) 0607 12Z ~Ai~ 69 
FM CG 11 X p:AF 
r 0 FWHHFMA/CG FI1;l'PAC _ 
H.JFO RU~L!,(:HAlCG FIRS! MAW 
8! e 
£ E C R'E, ! 
~[DEPLOYMEWJ V~FA-nR5 (5) 
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B9 CG FIRS! ~;A~J 030436Z iv,AR 69 OiOIALJ ,(S) SPECAI EXCLUSIVE 
!@ (5) REF A INDICAIES IHAI CNC lWI~.JS 10 n~QU~SI AUIHDrilIY 10 
~HrHDi(AW A VP:fA SQUAJRO&V ANi) ! XS ASSOC,lLA.!ED H&r.S AND MABS DEI FROP'I 
SVt\i AM) REDEf'LOY IHEII'; 10 JAfAi'v :;UrlliliG L'f,t:\n1CH 8969 .. 
2a (S) i(EjO B SlAlES JHE ViV;FA SQUP.DriOE\:. tiHICH WILL BE. nEDEPlOYEO liS­
Vl"JF'A"'U5 A~m SIi(ONGLY rtECOff;MENDS !HAT lHE ':U_DEPLOY~',E~Jr EE. POS1?ONED 
UNTIL AFTER 15 Af'K A969 fOR IHE fOLtOW!N~ fiiASO~5~ 
Ao VMFA-232 15 SCHEDULED FOR DEPLDY~E~I FRO~ CO~US WItH F4J 
AeFY 10 FIRS! ~AW AND VMFA-323 15 SCHE~ULED~Drl nOIAtlON 10 CD~US 
~JliH F4B ACFl FROM .FIRS! MAW", t.XC.iANGi:. SChE.DUl.f.D fOri 3A (V,AA1 1959c. 
Sa I HE PREPAI1~H XOili OF' \JfI,fA..,,323 ACFT paa FLIGHt FERnY 10 COMJS 

PAGE TWO RH~~AFA 0181 SEC rt E I 
~~N WILL CAUS~ ~[D~CII0N 1~ FlHsr ~A~AII~C~ SC~I1E CAP~srLli~ 
20 MAR A968 G Je APR A969Q 
.j" (~)) l~ VIEW OF THE ABOVi. D II IS rt.£G.lJES!ED 
?LAt:NED RECEPlOYft'.EfIll or Po \/MrA SQUADitO£\ rJ101'J 
BE DELAYED FRO~ tv.AR 69 IO U~rIL Afr~n !5. APK 
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SECRET-

OITSZYUW RHMMAFA0787 (650712-SSSS- RUMHFMA RUMLMHA.
ZNY SSSSS
n 060712Z MAR 69 HAS BEEN SENT
FM CG 111 MAF ORIG G=3
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC REL C/S
INFO RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW DIST A
BI CCN 07E7
S E C R E I
REDEPLOYMENT VMFA-115 (S)
Ao CMC 1417412 FEB 69 (NOTAL) (S) SPECAI EXCLUSIVE
B. CG FIRST MAW 0304362 MAR 69 (NOTAL) (S) SPECAI EXCLUSIVE
1. (S) REF A INDICATES IHAI CMC INTENDS TO REQUEST AUTHORITY IO
WITHDRAW A VMFA SQUADRON AND !IS ASSOCIATED H&MS AND MABS DET FROM
SV A AND REDEPLOY THEM IO JAPAN DURING MARCH 1969.
2c (S) REF B STATES THE VMFA SQUADRON WHICH WILL BE REDEPLOYED IS
VMFA-115 AND SIRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT THE REDEPLOYMENT BE POSIPONED
UNTIL AFTER 15 APR 1969 FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:
Ao VMFA-232 IS SCHEDULED FOR DEPLOYMENT FROM CONUS WITH F4J
ACFT TO FIRST MAW AND VMFA-323 IS SCHEDULED FOR ADIATION IO CONUS
WITH F4B ACFI FROM FIRST MAW. EXCHANGE SCHEDULED FOR 31 MAR 1969.
B.IKE PREPARATION OF VKFA-323 ACFT FOR FLIGHT FERRY IO CONUS
AND THE INDOCIRINATION PROCESS REQUIRED FOR VMFA-230 AFAER ARRIVAL IN

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 0787 SECRET
RUN WILL CAUSE REDUCTION IN FIRST NAW ATTACK SORTIE CAPABILITY
20 MAR 1968 - 10 APR 1969.
3. (S) IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, II IS REQUESTED THAI THE
PLANNED REDEPLOYMENT OF A VMFA SQUADROM FROM SVN IC JAPAP
BE DELAYED FROM MAR 69 IO UNIIL AFTER 15. APR 1969.
SP-4
BT
0787
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l 0 ~".,IZ zn.· ZF'f~-' J-~",~ .... '_ '\ l 
i ",elTG ST tU~ELt.mpX)( t V CORPS -- - I, -, 

TO MG TOWNSENl ACTl NG ClSr'),1AOV 
INFO LTG CU~~Hf1AN CG ttl MAF 

: ZEN ,-
I _ , 

: T O? SEc: R £T PH3 0?g8,e~ q'm:)"")SECTION ,Ott:: OF TWO 
:1. <T$) E~~IY ACJ','ONS 021a0~ ti9a;d "'120. M AR 09. 
i A. ENEMY I NIT fAT f VE -'N Ttf: 11TH OTAlXX tv CORPS -AREA D~ INS Tf€ 
; REPORTING PERIOD CONTtNl£O TO REFLECT tNa:tEASEDAC'r'IVITY MNOT ON-Y 
: IN TfE NORTHERN PORT tON OF Tt£ AO CAS FREV lOUsLY ftfPORTED) SUT ALSO 
I IN THE WEST CENTRA1.SECOl AN) IN PHU LOC DISTRICT BETWEEN PHU BAI 
I AIID THE HAt VAN PASS. THE MOST SIGI\1'fH1ACT tfltllCATIONS OF THIS tN­
! ~EASEO ACTIVITY WERE, CONTtNUEDf£ffORTS BY EP£MY FORCES TO DEL·AY 
I CR HARASS MARINE AI\I) A~VN PATRot ACTIVITIES IN THeARE4tMl£ntAUY 
, SOUTH OF THE:: DMZ; AN ATTACI( BY FtftE' OHM! (9) B2MM MORT4R ROUteS) 
i ON QUANG TfU COMBAT BASE, NtGHTQROUt\O ATTACKS A AtNST MAR' N! AtD 
I N\VN POSfTU'lNS IN Tf£ vtcHNITY OF 1..2 MACt( (X 0 97,615) AN) 0-2, RES­

FEOTIVELY; CiONTINUATJONOF PROBES AGAINSTFSB RUSSELL f AN AO REPORT 
(F Tt-£ESTABL I SHfllENT OF AN EN::MY ART ttLERYPOS IT ION ALON(; HYWA Y 926 
IN Tt€ CENEfU,t..vtC1NtTY OF XO 9129-t AN) A StGNfYICANT IN~EASE IN 
HAfUSStENf OF Vll..LAGES AND Tf£ Loe IN PHU LOCDfSTRICT r THUA THIEN 
FRJVINCE. . . ' 

B. IN THE AREA '~M£O·IATELY SOUTH OF 1HZ III Z OPERATIONS AERE OH...., 
RAaf'ER fZEO BY FREQUENT' CON'rAcrTS \IV I1H THE ENEMY. THE '/5 CAY CORDON 
IN THE VI Cf NITY OF' YO 984627 TERfil't. NATEO ON 2f'1ARCH, wt£N ffi. fENlL Y 
lNlTS COMp!.~n::o TIfE SEARCH OF 11-£ AREA WHfCH HAD BEEN UNDER ATTACK 
FOR APPROXl~,ATe:LY TWO DAYS. Tt€ TOTAt. MJMSEROF' Et+£MY KIA REPORTED 
BY THE .CLOSe: OF'TI£ fER 100 WAS 11;. CONSto£RAB1.S EQUIPMENr riA BE.EN. 
COLLECTED, OI~LIVER£D TO THe: op'S OF.TIt VARIOUS PARTICtPAT'NG UNtTSN 

, AID'S IN THE PROCESS Of SEING COUNT£O AN) EVALUATED. THIS EQUlPMEm 
CONTAINS, AS A M"~I{!;U!l'-, '1 HDfvtDUAL WZAFONS AM) AN UNKNOWN Ntm6ER 
OF OlEW SER Vi~O WEAPONS I OOClff'fENTS, WID ASSORTED GEAR. 

c. OF SO!4E~ SI'GNIFICANCE IN THE CONT 'NUI~ ANALYSIS OF'Tf£ EXTENT 
OF E~MY lNFllLTRAT JON THtOLCH TM£: o~z • N THE EASTERN pORT fON OF' THE 
OORPS 40 IS 4 REPORT OF' AN ATTACK AGAINST A PF. PLATO ON 2 1/2 KfII SOUTH 

OF A-- OUR. M;~ THE EARL Y MORN. Nt; HdJRS OF' 2 MARCH. THI $ ATTACK BEGAN 
AT 0245 HOlfU;ANl OONT I NLEO f NT£~MITTENTL Y UNT U. Oft Yl.. tGHT. THE N 
fRIEflDLY' PLATOON SUSTAt~O ON:: (1) KfA AN {) FO(R 4> WIA. Tt£ENEPlY 
ATTACK APPE:AREO TO se: MORE OF A.DtVE'RSfONARY ErrORT THMv AN ATTEMPT :<.8: 
BY T1.£ Ef£My'TO OVERRUN Tt£ POStT10N AN) IS COHSmEf\EO TO HAVE BEEN ,/1)' 
LAUNCHED ,Oft Tfo£ PtftPOSE OF ·SCREENfNG E~\'I'IY MOVEMENT FRO .. Tt£ NO ttT"'. I 

DECLASSIFIED 

0304302 ZYHIZFF-30
FM ATG STILWELL CG PXXIV CORPS
TO MG TOWNSEND ACTING C/SPMACV
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
ZEM
TOPSE E T PHB 0398 EYES UNLT SECTION ONE OF TWO
1. (TS) ENEMY ACTIONS 02 1200 MAR 69 TO 031200 M AR 69.

A. ENEMY INITIATIVE IN THE 11TH DTA/XXIV COR PS AREA DURING THE
REPORTING PER 100 CONTINUED TO REFLECT INCREASED ACTIVITY HNOT ONLY
IN THE NORTHERN PORTION OF THE AO CAS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED) BUT ALSO
IN THE WEST CENTRAL SECOR AND IN PHU LOC DISTRICT BETWEEN PHU BAI
AND THE HAI VAN PASS. THE MOST SIGNIFICACT INDICATIONS OF THIS IN-
CREASED ACTIVITY WERE: CONTINUEDHEFFORTS BY ENEMY FORCES TO DELAY
OR HARASS MARINE AND ARVN PATROL ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA IMMEDIATLY
SOUTH OF THE DMZ; AN ATTACK BY FIRE (NINE (9) 82MM MORTAR ROUNDS)
ON QUANG TRI COMBAT BASE; NIGHT GROUND ATTACKS A A I NST MAR I NE AND
AR VN POSITIONS IN THE VICINITY OF LZ MACK (X D 973615) AND C-2, RES-
PECTIVELY; CONTINUATION OF PROBES AGAINST FSB RUSSELL : AN AO REPORT
OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ENEMY ARTILLERY POSITION AL ONG HYWAY 926
IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF XO 9129; AND A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN
HARASSMENT OF VILLAGES AND THE LOC IN PHU LOC DISTRICT THUA THIEN
PROVINCE.

B. IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE B Z OPERATIONS AERE CHAJ
RACTER IZED BY FREQUENT CONTACTS WITH THE ENEMY. THE 3/5 CAV CORD ON
IN THE VICINITY OF YD 084627 TERMINATED ON 2 MAR CH, WHEN FRIENDLY
UNITS COMPLETED THE SEARCH OF THE AREA WHICH HAD BEEN UNDER ATTACK
FOR APPROXIMATELY TWO DAYS. THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ENEMY KIA REPORTED
BY THE CLOSE OF THE PER 100 WAS 113. CONSIDERABL: S EQUIPMENT HA BEEN
COLLECTED, DELIVERED TO THE CP'S OF THE VARIOUS PARTICIPATING UNITSN
AND IS IN THE PROCESS OF BEING COUNTED AND EVALUATED. THIS EQUIPMENT
CONTAINS, AS A MINIMUM, 31 INDIVIDUAL WZAFONS AND AN UNKNOWN NUMBER
OF CREW SER VED WEAPONS 1 DOCUMENTS, WAD ASSORTED GEAR.

C. OF SOME SIGNIFICANCE IN THE CONTINUING ANALYSIS OF THE EXTENT
OF ENEMY INFILTRATION THROUGH THE DMZ IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE
COR PS AO IS A REPORT OF AN ATTACK AGAINST A PF PLATO ON 2 1/2 KM SOUTH

OF A-- DURING THE EARLY MORNING H UR S OF 2 MARCH. THIS ATTACK BEGAN
AT 0245 HOUR S AND CONTINUED 1 NTERM ITTENTLY UNTIL DAYLIGHT. THE N
FRIENDLY PLATOON SUSTAINED ONE (1) KIA AN D FOUR 4) WIA. THE ENEMY
ATTACK APPEARED TO BE MORE OF A DIVERSIONARY EFFORT THAN AN ATTEMPT

28,BY THE ENEMY TO OVERRUN THE POSITION AND IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN
LAUNCHED FOR THE PURPOSE OF SCREENING ENEMY MOVEMENT FROM THE NO RTH.
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EFFORT ON Tt£PART OF Tt-E ENEr.y Ttl FIRE AT 1:-£1. I COPERS FRO~ POSt-
TtO~ ALONG EXISTtNG LOC·S. OUlING,Ttt REFORTIt-l: PERtOD",,, !ltf-4~t 
RECEI'£D FIRE W:HIlE TRAVELING ALON HYWAY 9 BETWEEN CAM'tlf~Amtft 
t\OCK PILE, AN) 'TWO (:2) fIlAft IN! GUN SHtrS BOTH TOOK HiTS "HllE SUP· 
flOf\T t NG Tt£ RESUPPt. Y EFFORT t NrO DEWEY CANYON. eO-NT t NU£ DA Yt.,tCHT 
ACT JVITY ON THE: PART OF TI£ E~MY AA REf'LECTED IN A 14!aMM ROOKEr 
ATTACK (2 MARCH) AGAtNST 81V61 ttutCH tNF A Q TrE SIGHTING BY AN 
AERIAL OBSERVER Of' SOME 20 TO 3a UNIFOR~EO NVA MOV'NG 'IN THE VICI-
NITY OFTJ1; ALLEGED J\1~r-4~~_ f9.S.f! 10~JYD .~a~~5.5'>. "~RTJLL_ER Y WAS.. . 
F'tRED ON THE ENEMY UMIT! RtSUlT tNt, N TEN '( 10) f(f A •. - ,".'. ,'" 

Elt Ttf: HEAVIEST CONTi;! tlF TI£RE?ORTING PER tao INVOLVED 0/,/4 
At() 0/1/4 MftRtNES, WHICH ARE OPERAT'tt«; IN Tf£ vtCINITY- OF' t MACK 
(XO "7'614). THESE TItO UNfTS HAVE, OVER Tt£ PAS FEW DAYS, S£E.N SUB­
..ECTEO TO fRE'QUENT, S?ORAOtC.MORAR AT9A'CKS BY Tt£ .E:t£MY. AT 
~0300 HOlR V, THE UN,TS RECEI V ED SMA!. ARMS FtRE FROl'1 AN UNKNOWN SPZE 

, EiI£MY FORCE BEL'IEVEO TO BE AN EtEMENT' OF TI-£ 27TH VA REGIMENT. 
T+£ A1TACK BY flq£ CONTfNUED UNfll. A fROXIMATELY 011,o, AT ·WHtCH TIME 
TtE E~.EMY LAUNOHED A GROUM) ATTACK mOttl NORTH TO SOUTH, E"FEeT tt\C 

, A M I NO~ ?£NETR A'T 10 N OF Ttf: ?E~ 1M TE.,\ SHO~Tt Y AFTER 0 A 'fl_lGHT. f£NEMY 
L~~Ntj,_Jj-£~LD1J1Jl£fl-,_A_C0J1I'!1.l~~1J£,-=mJ.EJDLV~.J:-OR.J£S,"TO __ TH!,£AST. A~T-LL.ER'Y 
1 AN) 'MURTA (S. WERlE FIRED ON ALt SUSPECTED ENEMY LOCAT tONS, AM) THE ' 

1 
AOT '.:IN "AS CONT I NUl NG AT Tf-£ " .... 0 SE OF' T tE ~a~ORT I NG FER lon, N TH I S 
?A~T'CIJ..AR CONTACT THE LWlAR lNES SUSTAt~ 14 KIA AN)' 2' WIA. KNOWN 

i ENEMY CASUAL.T tES • NClt.OE 17, KI A. SPOT REPORTS !fULL SE SUBI'! ITTEO AS 
: Tf£ SPfJATION DEVELOPS. . ', 
. F. OF EQUAL SIC tI;:-rCA CE WAS AN ATTACK, COM(I1£NCtNG AT 0,0,45'-
; HJ.URS, AGAINST lEl..EMENTS OF Ttf 3/2 ARVN.BN AT YD. 189684. FRIENlLYH 

I FORCES SUSAH4ED lHKIA AND 2. "lA, AM) ·THE Adf ION WAS STILt UNlERWAY 
Ar TtE ,CW Sf OF Tt£ REPORT I NG PER tOO. . , 

G. ffiEVIOUS 11EPORT.S Of' 'EMlPJY ACTIV'TY tN Tt£ SALtEM' SOUTH or 
LZ SAfGONAl.ONC HYVfA Y 926 ARE ae: t NG SUPPORTEO' SYADDtT IONAt. EV IOENCE 

, THAT THE ENEMY IS. IN FACT, ATTEMPT tNG TO MOVE F'OiHES INTO POSITION 
: t"i THAT A~E4. 'rt£ MAR'~ REOONTEAM WORKPNC IN Tt£AREA lUllED TWO 

rNA OUR. NG T.t£ I~E?ORTt f\C PER fOO AM) fiE-PORED I NCREASEO. NOVENENT. 
DLR INC THE AFTE!\'NOON Of 2 MAROH, AN 40 RE?m1:D Tt'£ EXISTENCE ot 
AN EXENSIVZA.~TtLL£RYPOSlTiON (XI) 9129), WH1CH ALLEGEDLY COHr~tns 
ANTIA'RC'RAfTWEAPONS~ t£AVY AN) 1\1EOIUM ARTtLt.ERY, AN) A lAR:C'ENUflt8ER 
OF aUNKERSI JT .:IS NOW eatEVEO 'THAT Tt£ ENEMY HAS MOVED A COM SAT " \ 
ELEMENT INTO Tt-MT PORT ION OF THE CORPS A ilAS PART 0 HIS OVERAu..~ _c/O 'i ~" 
'0FFENS'VE Pl_AN.' PEN) I NG Tt£ lMPROVEME'NT tNWEATfoER. THE POS1T ION ~ r1i -
VUlL' BEATTA'O~ll ~ll'H SLU-52,,,,,,.cs.-atJJ.SAf.A tR.cR~fI~ ~98",cE;-itl~ __ .. 'w( r :;~; >, 
ALSO 'tMPLOY 8.oMlaS.TO,tMTEfUHCT Tt£ RQAI) UNT tlSUCH T BilE AS-MARtHE' /:-- f'-" 
FOR~S OAN eEotp1..0YE:."'D. - .'- . . '",';' . ': 

.. "," '. , ' 

. SSO NOTE: DELI VER I t~MED 14TE1.. Y 
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D. ALSO OF SIGNIFICANCE TN THE 30 MAR DIV AREA IS A INCREASED
EFFORT ON THE PART OF THE ENEMY TO FIRE AT HELICOPERS FROM POSI-
T10 NS ALONG EXISTING LOC'S. DURING THE REPORTING PER 10D, 4 CH-47
RECEIVED FIRE WHILE TRAVEL ING ALON HYWAY 9 BETWEEN CAM LO AND THE
ROCK PILE, AND TWO (2) MARINE GUN SHIPS BOTH TOOK HITS WHILE SUP-
PORT ING THE RESUPPLY EFFORT INTO DEWEY CANYON. CONTINUE DAYLIGHT
ACTIVITY ON THE PART OF THE ENEMY AA REFLECTED IN A 140MM R OCKET
ATTACK (2 MAR CH) AGAINST 8/1/61 MECH INF A D THE SIGHTING BY AN
AERIAL OBSERVER OF SOME 20 TO 30 UNIFORMED NV A MOVING IN THE VICI-
NITY OF THE ALLEGED MORTAR POSITION (YD 409655). ARTILLERY WAS
FIRED ON THE ENEMY UNIT RESULTING IN TEN (10) KIA.

E. THE HEAVIEST CONTACT OF THE REPORTING PER 100 INVOLVED C/3/4
AND C/1/4 MWRINES, WHICH ARE OPERATING IN THE VICINITY OF L MACK
(XD 973614). THESE TID UNITS HAVE, OVER THE PAS FEW DAYS, BEEN SUB-
JECTED TO FREQUENT, SPORADIC MORAR ATOACKS BY THE ENEMY. AT
020300 HOUR Y, THE UNITS RECEIV ED SMAL ARMS FIRE FROM AN UNKNOWN SPZE

ENEMY FOR CE BELIEVED TO BE AN ELEMENT OF THE 27TH VA REGIMENT.
THE ATTACK BY FIRE CONTINUED UNTIL A FROXIMATELY 0430, AT WHICH TIME
THE ENEMY LAUNCHED A GROUND ATTACK FROM NORTH TO SOUTH, EFFECTING
A MINOR PENETRATION OF THE PERIM TER SHORTLY AFTER DAYLIGHT. HENEMY
ELEMENTS THEN MOVED ACOUND THE FRIENDLY, FORCES TO THE EAST. ARTILL ER Y
AND MORTACS WERE FIRED ON ALL SUSPECTED ENEMY LOCATIONS, AND THE
ACT ION WAS CONTINUING AT THE CLOSE OF THE REPORTING PER 10D IN THIS
PARTICULAR CONTACT THE MARINES SUSTAINED 14 KIA AND 26 WIA. KNOWN
ENEMY CASUALTIES INCLUDE 17 KIA. SPOT REPORTS WILL BE SUBMITTED AS
THE SPUATION DEVELOPS.

F. OF EQUAL SIG IFICA CE WAS AN ATTACK, COMMENCING AT 030345
HOURS, AGAINST ELEMENTS OF THE 3/2 AR VN BN AT YD 189684. FRIENDLYH
FOR CES SUSAINED 1HK 1A AND 2 WIA, AND THE ACTION WAS STILL UNDERWAY
AT THE CLO SE OF THE REPORTING PERIOD.

G. PREVIOUS REPORTS OF ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE SALIENT SOUTH OF
LZ SAIGON ALONG HYWAY 926 ARE BEING SUPPORTED BY ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE
THAT THE ENEMY is, IN FACT, ATTEMPTING TO MOVE FORCES INTO POSITION
IN THAT AREA. THE MAR I NE RECON TEAM WORKPNG IN THE AREA KILLED TWO
NVA DURING THE REPORTING PER 10D AND REPORED INCREASED MOVEMENT.
DUR ING THE AFTERNOON OF 2 MARCH, AN AO REPORTED THE EXISTENCE OF
AN EXENSIVZ ARTILLERY POSITION (XD 9129), WHICH ALLEGEDLY CONTAINS
ANT HAIR CRAFT WEAPONS, HEAVY AND MEDIUM ARTILLERY, AND A LARGE NUMBER
OF BUNKERS/ IT IS NOW BELIEVED THAT THE ENEMY HA S MOVED A COMBAT M
ELEMENT INTO THAT PORTION OF THE COR PS A NAS PART 0 HIS OVERALL
OFFENSIVE PLAN. PENDING THE IMPROVEMENT IN WEATHER, THE POSITION
WILL BE ATTACKED WITH BLU-52 CS BY USAF AIRCRAFT. THE AIR FORCE WIDL
ALSO EMPLOY BOMBS TO INTERO I CT THE ROAD UNTIL SUCH TIME AS MARINE
FOR CE S CAN BE DEPLOYED.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
900

28(3)

28/31

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

o 0~ 430 Z ZY V ;;:F F-3 i\: _._ 

F!Il;:'LTG ~S1[ UlELL C G XXI V C (fiP S ~> -,":~ ~ 

1Df<G 1OWI~ SEND {ten t-G CHI F.F OF STAY; tr.AC v 
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TOP SEC REt PH3 e;~8EYZS TNLY FI~L SEenoN OF T\10 , 

if. IT IS ~,LSO OF mE SI ~I f.l~NCE TO NOTE THAT THE 1 51' Ar11RACK, 
STAT! 00 m A£ OCEAN V 151 , RECEI'l:O A 9:C~D [,ORTAR ATTACK (AT 02l US 
HOURS> FRI). TP IE: s\~'!E RELA tl w: P C5 111 a~ DESC m: tED HI THE P I£VI ClJ S ' 
REP CRT. TlfLS,E IS ro E iIDI C1\11ON THA1' THE MORTAR PCBIT1 en I S' WITHIN 

, TH E SH:) Z, AI.. T:HXJ GH TH IS H 16 Y £T TO BE C ONF Ifr-lED. THE SU 91' ECTF.D 
TARGET (YO ZJ 1t;180) WAS ENGAGED BY F If£ FROM THE,U$ NEW J~RSEY J AND 
PDRTARFI RI rG C E'ASID. . 

\ 1 •. IN lHE DEt4EY CANyas AO. THE 9TH ftJA'RlnES CONTINUED SEARCH OP-
I FRATIWSWI1H 0/1/9 f;~AfUr£S Uf«::MRltG ANOTHER CfCJ£. THE CACf£ 
l crn 51 :lED CF ~~ I fOI VI ~ It. VlEA? 005, F I \E < 5) C fiEW SERVED \fEAP (l~S, 

lAND-ORE tHAt 1500 ROUt{)S OF VARlOOS TYPfS OF AfIlPlUNITION (10 IN­
CUlm: U'2/{ 12m .-: ORTAR ROU IDS). THE Uti T ALSO U tr:(NERED 75 
BlcrQ..ES JHtt~ 2,(J C0 B ICY a..I il i£S. A TOTAL OF 1 9 ENEMY aoou:s WERE 
FOUW, Ar~n Alllt) ARI l€S ACCOUNtED FOR 7 AD!)InCNAL NVA {KIA. THERE 
IS SKZ un 1(}\1"1 ON THAT THE ENE;"Y EFFCRT TO COORDINATE A COONTER ... 
ATTAC K AGA\I i'S T THE 9TH NARI t>ES, 1 S BEet ~nNG TO TAR E SHAP E. 

J. AC Tlt VI 1Y Ii~ lHE 1 01 Sf ABN Dl V AO RElYIAl mD LIGHT WI TH THE 
EXCFPnor~ OF lUi APPARENT COt~eERNED EFFORT ON THE pmT OF THE ENEAY 
10 It>CRi:A~~E n\RAS S.lEnT AtONG GIL-I BETWEEN P JIJ BA! AND TlfE HAl VAN 
PAS So SHJtTLY~ .. F 1!R THE OANANG--P fiU SAl TRAt N ~lAS ,INED ON THE 

I c'DRN IN: ali 2 ARC M,Al NrENANC£ TRAI tS WERE DIS> ArC!£D FROM BOTH 

I DtN ANG M'H) P }JtJ B AI • A T021 820 H ru J5 t THE, TRAI ~! APPfDAC HI ~ FROM 
.' ~ N\NG tl:.~osrRUQ{ It 'Itt: AS ITWAS NEARIW THE DERAILED TRAIN. 
I nUR}! \!!AS t;O vERA I l.i'~ENT lNVOLJ/ED IN TH IS I rCltENT, AND THERE WERE 
I m CAS U4.1rI 5. TWO CIRS RECEI \ED XI N>R-PAl'JAGt .. 
I' K. OF f'i?RHAPSGREATER S!G1~InQ\NCE IS THE IN::Fl:ASE 'IN THE VCMVA 
t EFFORT 10 INrI 10\1£ THE tOCIt P(F UiAilON 1 N THE PKl Loe AR£A. IN 
t nn: LAST '1\1; DAY S THatE HAVE SEEN TWO ASSASSUATQFONS AND ONE 

I
I KIll~APPI~i n~Vlu.AGES ALONG ·Ql;. .. 1.1NEACIi IlISiANCE, THE VI CfIMS 

i 
WERE li.tEe!ED E y rHE VC/NVA TO HAVE COOPERAIEDWI 1M :THE LOCAL GOV-
iiRNFENT.' ,: 

L.aSl!}rHERE IN'THE 101S1' A.SN D1 V AO, THE 4/3 ARVNBN DI9;OVERED 

I 7 IN> IV! ttl PL WEAP or~ s IN A B U~ ER C CMP UK BEtwEEN FSB· 5 T-BONE AND 
. S\S1OGNE. ALso,nURE C~TIN.J!S TO BE LIGHT ACllVI 1Y IN tHE PHS THUi 

PHU VANG ~~EA IN THE V leI NI 1Y OF F m SANDY. TH IS ACTIVITY CONSISTED 
(DURI tG THE REP OiTl loG PERI':",)' OF O~E ENEMY ctwTAC T AND TWO BOOBY 
']RAP IN: UEN 15 11 I ~ O?:£ Of VJH 101 A M fft.ET CHIEf WAS K R.L£O. THE , , 
ASSISl\NT HA LET CPJEF W.AS woutC[1) AND TKE RD TEAM SusrAIN£D ONE~8'(3}' 
KIA AND THr£E WIlt. I 
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TO MG TOWN SEND ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF MACV
INF 0 LTG C USHIAN CG III MAF
ZE
T O P E T PIB 0 398 EYES TNLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO

H. IT IS ALSO OF so E SIGNIFI CANCE TO NOTE THAT THE 1 SI AMTRACK,
STATIONED AI OCEAN V ID/, RECEIVED A SEC OND MORTAR ATTACK ( AT 021 115
HOURS) FRO. THE SAME RELATI P OS ITI ON DESCRIBED IN THE P REVI aus
REP ORT. THERE IS so E INDICATION THAT THE MORTAR POSITION I S WITHIN
THE SHD Z, ALTHOUGH TH IS HAS YET TO BE C ONF IRMED. THE SU P ECTED
TARGET (YD 27 0780) WAS ENGAGED BY F IRE FROM THE USS NEW JERSEY, AND
MORTAR FIRINE CEASED.

I. IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO, THE 9TH MARINES CONTINUED SEARCH OP -
ERATION WITH D/1 MARINES U NC OVERI NG ANOTHER C AC HE. THE C AC HE
CON SISTED OF 93 INDIVIDUAL WEAP ONS, FIVE (5) CREW SERVED WEAP ONS,
AND ORE THAT 150 S RO UNDS OF VARIOUS TYPES OF AMMU NI TION TO IN-
CLU DE 102 X 120 st ORTAR ROUNDS). THE UNI T ALSO U NC OVERED 75
BICYCLES AND 2, 0.00 B ICY a.e TIRES. A TOTAL OF 19 ENEMY BODIES WERE
FO UND, AND A/1/9 ARINES ACCOUNTED FOR 7 ADDI TI ONAL NVA KIA. THERE
IS SOME IND ICATION THAT THE ENSLY EFFORT TO C OORDINATE A COUNTER-
ATTACK AGAINS THE 9TH MARI IES IS BEGI NVING TO TAKE SHAP E.

J. AC TI VI TY IN THE 10151 ABN DI AO REMAI NED LIGHT WI TH THE
EXC EP TI ON OF AN AP PARENT CONCERNED EFFORT ON THE PART OF THE ENEMY
TO INC REASE HARAS S ENT ALONG QL-1 BETWEEN PH BAI AND THE HAI VAN
PASS SHORTLY AF TER THE DANANG--P HU BAI TRAIN WAS INED ON THE
ORN INC OF 2 ARCH, AI INTENANCE TRAI NS WERE DI SP ATCHEI FROM BOTH
DANANE AND PHOBAI. AT 0211 320 HOURS, THE TRAI N AP PROAC HI NS FROM
DA NANG ALSO STRUCK A I NE AS IT WAS NEARI NG THE DERAILED TRAI N.
THERE WAS NO DERAILMENT INVOLVED IN TH IS IRCIDENT, AND THERE WERE
ND CAS UALTIES. TWO CARS RECEIVED MI NOR DAMAGE.

K. OF PERHAP S GREATER SIGNIFI CANCE S THE NC REASE IN THE VC NVA
EF FORT TO INTI IDATE THE LOCAL P OP ULATION I N THE PH LOC AREA. IN
THE LAST TWO DAYS THERE HAVE BEEN TWO ASSASS ATOPONS AND ONE
KIDNAP PING IN V ILLAGES ALONG OL-1. IN EACH I INSTANCE, THE VI CTIMS
WERE ALLEGED BY THE VC ANVA TO HAVE C OOP ERATED WI TH THE LOCAL GOV-
ERNIENT

L. ELSBIHERE IN THE 101ST ABN DIV AO, THE 4/3 ARVN BN DI SC OVERED
7 IND IVIDUAL WEAP ON S A B UNK ER COMPLEX BETWEEN FSB'S T-BONE AND
BA STOGNE. ALSO, THERE CONTINUES TO BE LIGHT AC TIVI TY IN THE PH THU/
PHU VANG AREA IN THE V ICI NI TY OF FB SANDY. THIS ACTIVITY CONSISTED
(DURING THE REP ORTI PERIOD) OF ONE ENEMY CONTACT AND TWO BOOBY
TRAP INC IDENTIS, IN ONE OF WHICH A HAMLET CHIEF WAS K ILLED, THE
AS SISTANT HA LET CHIEF WAS WOUNDED AND THE RD TEAM SUSTAINED

E28(3)KIA AND THREE WI A.
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I' !:rll~s \i~'gciT V~;; :iASUGL Y EVIIE NT THAT THE ENEi" Y IS C (IIT-
. INJ IN:! HIS: ~ unD UP F III pJ,~ ATTAC K AGAI toT Ml1.1 TARY INSTALLATr oos 

I ,·.£D lATEl.Y SOU'r{ OF 'tHE: tH,Z. TM.E 271H NVA REGT AND OTHER ENEMY 
RlRC ESOP ERA 11 c>{i IN TIn: tJORTH C'ENTRAL P CRTl;W OFTKE C CRP S AO ARE, 
meG·. l~ ~d:lRE AGRES SII.£ IN TH.EI R cm~TAC 'IS WI m FifI FlvDLY FORe ES ·AND 
IN 1H El R Eli' FORT 10. INTEND IC!' THE LOC BE.1lJ.EE~ DONGHA Al~D VANDER­
an rr Co BAt mfS ~TjHl1E;'C ootI NJ n; TO BE A STRONG I i-Dlo\lI Of THAT 
AT LEA.S T S[) E £1,,£. ENTS OF THE 1381H NVA REGT HAVE C{IfJP LETED THE 
.0\£ ENT lHi1JUGH THE EASlERN POOTlOi~ OF THE D?'.Z AND ARE PI£PlftING 
FOR GRO UW) ATtACKS IN Tt~AT AREA. Al.UU)JGH THE ENEMY; CooTI we> TO 
AVOID AJ01~ <DNFRlNTATlOOS. HE HAS ELEelE!) TO stAND iUS GROUND 
WHEN ENCOUNtERED BY FRIENDLY PATROLS. ADDll1CtMLLY t THE I NrRODUC-. 
TIW OF A~~Y ENEWFCRce ALONG HWAY 926 TENDS TO INDICATE THAT 
A~lATlVEILY:AJOR EFFCRT WIll. BE MAnE· AGAI teT VANnEReRI Ff COMBAT 
a\ SE ~ WEil.L PS H YWAY 9 AND IN SfALLATlOOS I N THE P EDMONT AND COASTAL 
RiEAS. . 

B. Al..TH())ef IT IS APPAREN! THAT THE ENE~lY lSATTE:~pnNG TO ORGANIZE:' 
= • ..Ai:.t-... A1''tA C ,,"~r.GJUl'S . .l'~.1liE-Sti:.H.. "'lUJ£s.~lJi.m ~n1:"M:£.v t:" M'y W Al\ I TIS BE- i 

II Ell ED rff At -nrrs "E'F FORi wm -Not-~BrP1D-DUCn1.E-~m ·ltt~-.tHE'c-UEP~IRTUR1.~~l 
OF FRIi13D1:Y FtlWES FID THAT AREA. WEATHiE COODITIONS COOTINUE TO En: i 
A tETERRENT 10 nrE PRJ Ul.AGATI <Xli OF WI mfJ'iAWALPLANS. IF THE WEATHER 
R)J~ES A (lONSlmRABLE ':EtAY INTHEWI1Hl'RAWAL, THE. ENEMY LAY BE ABLE 
1)" CAUSE Sin E· OIFF ICUL1Y • 

C .IT IS pjl~11 CI PATED THAT THE EMEMY WI U. CONTINUE ATTAC 1$ BY FIRE 
~AlmTA1JOR B~ES ALONG Qb .. l IN THE 101Sf ABN DIV AO. AND WILL 
ATTI PT 1D EXPl.O IT THE SJCI:ESS ALREADY ACriIMD IN THE HARASS:ENT 
Er FORT wr:s' T OF P NU LOC'.. . 
3. (15) ACn~STAKEN AN!) I~'~.)EPIA1'I FU]JRE PlANS.· 

A. CU~1e~J r PLAi'l S R:t AI t~ arc fi\WCU':O. ADVERS g WEATHER CONTINUES TO 
PRE\! EN T ·1!iE OVE EttT OF 'iIi!t 3n MAR Dl V um'IS TO FSB ARGONN£ AND THE 
CON 11 NJ AT! ON iF TH E . ·OVE.· ENT OF 1 01 Sf Arm Dr v u m 19 I NrO . THE ASHAU . 
VIi..LEY • '!HE PLArJ N::D OVEwEi-tT OF THE llZlSf ABN 01 V I NrO THE AHSAU 
VALLEY HAS BEEN cti'%NGEO FFtm 5 TO 6 t'lJARCH AND WILLSE FUJ=nHER DE.LAYED 
IN 11IE aJEtJTTHE: UN'/WORAB1.E WEATHEr: COODln<x~s C~tlWUE TO PiEVAIL. 

13. lESfi l1E lHE CQ1IttJ US ENEFlY tHi£AT 1ft QJ1ANG Tftl, THE 2 i·:ARCH 
1lLEC n Oill S IN THAT pFi.)v U>t:E wE.RE CA'1RI m ou r IN A HIGHLY SU CCS 9'UL 

.! .:'AN tltR. ON 1M AT DAn;:. 1 9 V I1l..AG! C ru tc It ELEen ms .AND 58 HAMLET 
I CHIEF ELEc.n ON S WEiiE ~ I£D OLED. OF THESE ALL eu TTHREE VILLAGE 
I COUN: IL AND lIDO H ALE! Of IEI+' ELtc nONS WERE CCXIJP lEtE1) VI mOUTH INCI­
i lEN'f. THE CANC£LLED 'ELEC!IOi\JS ~ERE CJ.USE) BY THE INADEQlJ\CY OR 
t UtiW AI LAB l:u 1Y OF AP PRJ? HI ArE ::LA rES .. THEY WI ll. BE HELD IN THE ,NEAR 
I FUlURE. 'IKE FIDV I{lCE CHIEF REP€RTED AN ES 11 ~TED 93 PERCENT TURN- . 
lout BY THE: PCP UtA TI ON. r;Ar; 
( SSO N.afE1DELI V.lR x;; EDI ATELY 
J $00 
t 
l 
f I, l. 
I . 
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2. (IS) ENE Y INTENTIONS
A. IT HAS BECO E INC REASI NGLY EVIDENT THAT THE ENEMY IS C ONT-

INJ ING HIS BUILD UP FOR AN ATTACK AGAINST MILI TARY INSTALLATI ONS
I ED IATELY SOUTH OF THE D.I.Z. THE 27 TH NVA REGT AND OTHER ENEMY
FORCES OPERATING IN THE NORTH CENTRAL PORTION OF THE CORP S AO ARE
BECO ING .ORE AGRES SIVE IN THEIR CONTACTS WI TH FRIENDLY FORCES AND
IN THEIR EF FORT TO INTERD ICT THE LOC BETWEEN DONG HA AND VANDER-
GRIFT C O BAT BASE. THERE C ONTI NJES TO BE A STRONG I NDI OATI ON THAT
AT LEAST go E ELE. ENTS OF THE 1 38 ¥ NVA REGT HAVE COMPLETED THE
0 VE ENT THROUGH THE EAS TERN PORTION OF THE DMZ AND ARE P REP ARING
FOR GRO UND ATTACKS IN THAT AREA. ALTHOUGH THE ENEHY CONTI NUES TO
AVOID AJOR CONF RONTATI ON S, HE HAS ELECTED TO STAND HIS GROUND
WHEN EN CO UNTERED BY FRIENDLY PATROLS. ADDI TIONALLY, THE I NTRODUC -
TI ON OF ANY ENELY FORCES ALONG HYWYY 926 TENDS TO INDICATE THAT
A RELATIVELY AJOR EFFORT WILL BE MADE AGAI NST VANDERERI FT COMBAT
BA SE AS WELL AS HYYAY 9 AND STALLATI ON S IN THE P IEDMONT AND C OASTAL
AREAS.

B. ALTHOUGH IT IS AP PARENT THAT THE ENEMY IS ATTEMP TING TO ORGANIZE
AN ATTACKAGAINSI THE 9TH ARINES IN THE DEWEY CANY ON AO. IT IS BE-
LIEVED THAT TH IS EF FORT WILL NOT BE PRODUCTIVE PRIOR TO THE DEP ARTURE
OF FRIENDLY FORCES F RO THAT AREA. WEATHER CONDITIONS CONTINUE TO BE
A DETERRENT TO THE P RO U LAGATION OF WI TH DRAWAL PLANS. IF THE WEATHER
FORC ES A CONS IDERABLE ELAY IN THE WI TH DRAWAL, THE ENEMY MAY BE ABLE
TO CAU SE SO.E DIFF ICULTY.

C. IT IS ANTI CI PATED THAT THE ENEMY WILL CONTINUE ATTAC KS BY FIRE
AG AI NS ? AJOR BASES ALONG QL-1 IN THE 101ST ABN DIV AO, AND WILL
ATTE PT TO EXP 10 IT THE SUCCESS ALREADY AC III EVED IN THE HARASS ENT
EF FORT WEST OF P NU LOC.
3. (IS) ACTIONS TAKEN AND INMEDI ATE F UTU RE PLANS.

A. CURRENT PLANS RE AI N UNC HANGED. ADVERS WEATHER CONTINUES TO
PREVENT THE OVE ENT OF THE 30 MAR DIV UNI IS TO FSB ARGONNE AND THE
CON TI NU ATION TF THE OVE ENT OF 1 01 ST ABN DI V UNITS I NTO THE ASHAU
VALLEY. THE PLANNED OVEMENT OF THE 31 ST ABN DIV I NTO THE AHSAU
VALLEY HAS BEEN C A N GED FROM 5 TO 6 MARCH AND WILL BE FURTHER DELAYED
IN THE EVENT THE UNF AVORABLE WEATHER C OND I TI ONS CONTINUE TO P REVAIL.

B. DESPITE THE C ON INJ ING ENEMY THREAT In QUANG TRI, THE 2 ARCH
ELEC ON S IN THAT PROV INCE WERE CARRIED OUT IN A H IGHLY SFUL
ANNER. ON THAT DATE, V ILLAGE COUNC IL ELECTI TNS AND 58 HAMLET
CHIEF ELECTIONS WERE SC IED ULED. OF THESE ALL BUT THREE VILLAGE
COUNC IL AND TWO HALLET CH IEF ELECTIONS WERE COMPLETED WI THOUTH INCI-
DENT. THE CANCELLED ELECT WERE CAUSED BY THE INADEQUACY OR
UNAV AI LAB ILITY OF AP PROP RI ATE LATES. THEY WILL BE HELD IN THE NEAR
FUTURE. THE PROV INCE CHIEF REP ORTED AN ES II MATED 93 PER CENT TURN-

Crmc

OUT BY THE POP ULATION.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMEDIATELY
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AS A FOLLOWUP TO PARA L OF PHU BAI 2393, DTG 33043 Z MARCH,
THE TWO MARINE COMPANIES REPORTED IN CONTACT ON THE MORNING OF OZ
MARCH ARE CURRENTLY SEARCHING THE AREA FOR THE ENEMY. THE ENEMY
DROKE CONTACT AT 1332 AND IS HARASSING THE UNITS WITH SOMM MORTAR
FIRE/ AGGREGATE OF CASUALTIES TO DATE:
FRIENDLY, 14 KIA, 26 WIA; EREMY, 17 KIA
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PTTTZYUW RUMUGK02918 0620916=TTTT==RHMMAFA.
ZNY TTTTT
P 0309162 MAR 69
FM COMNAVFORV
TO RUMUFGU/COMNAVSUPPACT ONG
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
RHMSMVA/COMUSMACV
BT
T OPSECRE T. LIMOIS
SEARCH FOR POSSIBLE UNDERWATER COMM CABLE (TSL)
10 (TSL) A BOTTOM SEARCH TO CONFIRM EXISTENCE OF POSSIBLE
U/W COMM CABLES IN DANANG AREA WILL BE CONDUCTED AT DATE
TO BE ANNOUNCSD. POSIT OF U/W COMM CABLES, IF LOCATED,
WILL BE BUOTED APPROX TEN FEET BELOW SURFACE AND IN
ADDITION NAVIGATIONAL FIX UTILIZING SEXTANT ANGLES WILL
BE OBTAINED TO FACILITATE EVENTUAL EXPLOITATION,
20 (TSP) NO COVER FOR DIVING OPERATIONS WILL BE ANNOUNCED,
REQUEST WORD BE LEAKED TO THE EFFECT THAT RISER HOSE FOR
CHINA BEACH POL LINES HAS CARRIED AWAY. DIVING OPERATIONS
WILL BE CONDUCTED OSTENSIBLY TO LOCATE ADCIFT POL LINES.
DIVING OPERATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH POL LINES IS NOT
AN UNCOMMON OCCURRENCE.
I

PAGE 2 RUMUGKD2918 T 0 P E H LIMDIS
30 (C) DIVING TEAM OF ONE OFFICER ANF FOUR ENLISTED
DIVERS PLUS LASR ANDERSON, NAVFORV SALVAGE OFFICER US
OINC WILL CONDUCT SUBJECT SEARCH. DIRLAUTH ALCON.
40 (C) FOR NAVSUPPACT DANING. REQ ARRANGEMENTS FOR
BERTHING FOR PERIND OF ABOUT ONE WEEK BE ARRANGED UPON
WORD TO EXECUTE SEARCH. FURTHER REQUEST UPON DATSN
TO BE PROMULGATED:

Ao UTILIZATION OF SUITABLS DIVING BOAT TO SUPPORTN
OPSRATIONS.

Bc SUITABLE SUBMERSIBLE MARKER BUOY WITH ONE HALF/
FIVE EIGHTS INCH WIRE AND ANCHOR/TO MARK SITE OF UAW
COMM IF/WHEN LOCUTED,

Co OTHER MISCEFLANEOUS SUPPORT THAT MAY BE REQUIRED,NN
5. (C) FOR ALL ADDEES REQUEST COMMENTS/CONCURRENCE ON
PLAN OUTLINED PARA 2 ABOVE. ORDERS HO EXECUTE PLAN
WILA BE PROMULGATED AFTER RECEIPT, IF ALL AGREE.
60 (C) BECAUSE OF EXTREMELY DELICATE NATURE OF THIS
OPERATION DISSEMINATION IS SHRICTLY LIMITED.
GPoolf

BT
#2918

31/11
23 TOP SECRETCOPIESOFCOPYHAF 2100/4
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: FM LTG STIU·"ELI. ,~ XXPV CORPS 

TO MG TOI"I SEf'D ~CTl''G CHIEF OF 
, lNFO i.TG CUSH~AN CG it t, ¥AF 

ST AFF ~A~V 

z""··'" ~ : '.~ 
5'.': F 's E ~ RET PVX 0406 (YES o Nt. Y , 

,ruBJECT: ESTI'~I'AT!E OFTtE SITUATION " 
1. (TS) ENEMY ACrrtONSH~'200 ~Al1 69HTO 041200 MAR 69. 

AI £I\£:,'y 1NI1:UT1VE IN THE 11TH 'OTA/XXtV CORPS ARE,A DUUNG Tt-E 
I f£PORTtNG ?ERtOCr REFLECT£OA DECREASE H! ACTIVITY TI-ROt,CHOUT Tft 

1.0. PREViOUSLY ~(EPORTEO COt\'l'ACTS 9Y !t1A~I~.!E Es..E~NTS 1M Tt-E, VICINITY 
Jf.fSB MA~K Af\06V ARVN EtEY1ENTS?IN THE VIOINITY OF 0"'1 ' 
TE!UHNATEO PR.10Fl TO Tf£ 8EG'NNI~Jt.; OF Ttt REPCRTlNGPER100I AOOI­
JONALL Y, l£~E :;t/,S NO REPORT- OF ENEMY HA~ASSMENT IN THE SOUTH­
ERN ~"ART OF THE CORrS AO FOR THE Ft~ST TIME 1 N A \'.!UNBER OF DAYS'. 

:~ 8. IN THE AR~~AH1MEOIATELY SOUTH OF THE OMZI TrERE WERE Ot-LY 
r SIX (~S> REPORTE[) INSTANCES OF' ATTACKS BY F,t~E. Ai.L OF' WH1CH WERE 
'MtNOR IN NATURE. Tt£ PF'HUf'!IT AT HUONe HOA (YO 096521> IN THE MAt 
LH1 AO AMBUSI-EO A SMALL ve/NVA UNIT AT 0'20,0 HOURS. KtLLltG Tf-REE 
C,) OF Tf'E ENEwr Ai'fJ CAPTUR t NG Or£: (1) tW At\O ONE (1) O$;'ll. AT ' 
~16;6 HOURS! A LOM OOI\DUCTtt...~ A ROurI "'E PATROL ON THE: CUA VIET' 
R1VE~ WAS steJECTEO TO A st'~ALL UM)ERWATER EXPlOSION. TftRE 

'v€~E /1,10 PERSONM~L CASUALTtES'AN) ONLY ~INOR OAmAGE WAS SUSTAI~O. 
TH:: LaM F-ll,OCEEOj~O TO eUA VIET UtIDER. ITS OWN POWER. ALTHOUGH , . 
T!-£::\E WAS A SLU:~MT INCREAse: IN Tt£ NU(l'!BER OF SICHTtNGS 'IN T!-E 
EASTERN PORT IONi OF' Tlo.£ DMZ, (13 RADAR, AO, AM:) FO) t THE: PATTERN 
vf Al"!TlVtTY RETUH£O TO A ~ORE NORMAL PATTERN.AITH'A TOTAL OF 
140 II\DIVtOUALS S1GHlEOI THERE CONTINUES TO BE AN1MlICAT10N OF' 
SJfI!E A~TIVITY ON HYWAY 926 soutH Of LZ S:!~IGON. HOWEVER, RECE~!'f· 
rESRIEfS' OF THE ,0 MARti'£. RECON TEA::': tMltCATE THAT TRAfF'C 'HWS 
9::EN CO 1 ~ 80TH WAYS r W IT1-I A S 

. tGHT PRE POf\[)~R Af\lCE' FROM WEST'TO EAST. 
c. IN TH£ OEv\'EY .CANYON AC. SEA~CH O.PERATtONS CONTINUED. SOME 

JF THE ~WRE SlG1\HF'ICU ... \f DISCOVERIES INCLUDEDt APPROX'~AT£lY 
THIRTEEN (':5' TONS OF RICE', CA?TURE~ 8Y ~/2/9HfY1AR I f<£S; It LAR~ 
HlS?fTAL CO~ftEX IN Tt-E VICIN1T-Y OF FSSTUfU\!AGE ~YD 240~42)" .WHICH 
WAS :.,:JCATEO IN A LO~ TUNNEL A!Il') CONTAH£D Af\!OPERATr~ ROOM At.{), 
A.SSORTSD !JO~U~£NTS, OR~NANOE:PERSONA'.w AM') ~'~ED'CAL GEAR; A 
EASE CAy1P AT YO 197~29t CO~TA I Nt ~ KI'tt£~IS A!\tJ STORGAE AREAS FOR 

, FO~ AN) A¥r"UNHIO"!;- AN ·Arf:I'IUNITION CACHE, LOCATED BY 0/119 AT vrJ 
. 2160,;', oo!'rrAtNI~\tG 2,~,!iJ0~ x 1.62 ~~ SA ROr.~DS, 12,000 X 12.7 I:tM AA 

RilUI\OS, 335 x '7 '0~\\1 AA !Htu~l),S, 2,~00 X 57 :'~M R~ ~OUl\Os. 2?0HX 122 MM 
IRTI'~LEl'\Y ROU!\'DS, 7)9 )( 2; I'i~ AA ~OU!l{)S, 2.0091 X RFG ROUNlS, 600 

':l ' . 

X ANTITANK !"fINES, 3.9~HJ G~E(\IAOES. 140SX 120Hf11M (¥!Or{TAR ROUNDS. A"O 
ASS;)RTEO FUSES A t<D E}(FLOO IVES; AN) A SMALL CA"'~HE (YO 2650'1) CON-
TAINH·X; 44 If'DtVIOOAt. WE:Af'ONS.A~ Af\! ASSO~T~£NT OF AUDIO VtSUAl, , 
~Q~H P~ENT, TO U,\CL~E?TWEf\rrYH(20) ~()LLS Of "16MM FIL1\1 AtID 110 (2) 7~ 
fRJJECTO~S. THE~E 'A~RE Fom ,(4) COl\t'TAqrS Tf-ROUGHOUT Tt£'REPOHTIt-C l.. .A~J , 

f£R 100 WITH S~MiL ENEMY ELE~EWTS. THE LARGEST OF WHICH WAS OF . r""~ / ~ · 
1 it.nOON SIZE. ' . ,~. ,~ 

o. ACTIVITY .tNTt-t: '191ST ASN DIV AO OEOiEASE~ ESOjf THAT PREVIOUSL.Y I 
J REpORTEDI HE ~~/' ARVN UNCOYET:(EO A S~ALL fUCE eACH::. rHE:f1E: WAS A I 

cqNTACT BETWEEN A FF El.EttlENr AfIO ,A VC ELEMENT IN Tit VICINfl' OF Fse ! 

~
f'C y" if(). T K1:R E WfftE TWO SUC(E S 8Ft!. A !'I8USt£ S BZ CAP TEA ~s AL OftG 

"-1 ,,. Ttf: vt(ltNITY OF ANItO Af() TOMAHAWK, RESPECTIVELY. Tt£TftO J>~(/~\ 
. IULTED IN '0\" (4) VO KIA A~ FOlA(~) ImlCtOuAL WE4PCNS OAP- I~ 
"JJjlEO ~ .,. ..' 3 (/\ ,. ,~ /, 
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0FSECRET PVX 0406 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION
1. (TS) ENEMY ACTIONSHI" 1200 MAR 69HTO 94 12 00 MAR 69.

A/ ENEMY INITIATIVE IN THE 11TH DTA/XXIV CORPS AREA DURING THE
REPORTING PER 100 REFLECTED A DECREASE IN ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE
AO. PREVIOUSLY REPORTED CONTACTS BY MARINE ELEMENTS IN THE VICINITY
OF FSB MACK AND BY AR VN ELEMENTSPIN THE VICINITY OF C-1
TERMINATED PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF THE REPORTING PERIOD / ADD
IONALLY, TERE WAS NO REPORT OF EMEMY HARASSMENT IN THE SOUTH
ERN PART OF THE CORPS AO FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A NUMBER OF DAYS.

B. IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ I THERE W ERE ONLY
SIX (6) REPORTED INSTANCES OF ATTACKS BY FIRE, ALL OF WHICH WERE
MINOR IN NATURE. THE PFHUNIT AT HUONG HOA (YD 096521) IN THE MAI
LHC AO AMBUSHED A SMALL VC/NVA UNIT AT 032030 HOUR S, KILLING THREE
(3) OF THE ENEMY AND CAPTURING ONE ( 1) IW AND ONE (1) CSW. AT
B1635 HOUR S ! A LCM CONDUCTING A ROUTINE PATROL ON THE CUA VIET
RIVER WAS SUBJECTED TO A SMALL UNDERWATER EXPLOSION. THERE
WERE NO PERSONNEL CASUALTIES AND ONLY MINOR DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED.
THE LCM PROCEEDED TO CUA VIET UNDER ITS OWN POWER. ALTHOUGH
THERE WAS A SLIGHT INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF SIGHTINGS IN THE
EASTERN PORTION OF THE DMZ (B RADAR, AO, AND F0), THE PATTERN
OF ACTIVITY RETURNED TO A MORE NORMAL PATTERN, AITH A TOTAL OF
140 INDIVIDUALS SIGHTED/ THERE CONTINUES TO BE AN INDICATION OF
SOME ACTIVITY ON HYWAY 926 SOUTH OF LZ SWIGON. HOWEVER, RECENT
DEBRIEFS OF THE 30 MARINE RECON TEAM INDICATE THAT TRAFFIC HW'S
BEEN G01 NG 80TH WAYS! WITH A S

IGHT PREPONDER ANCE FROM WEST TO EAST.
C. IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO, SEARCH OPERATIONS CONTINUED. SOME

OF THE MORE SIGNIFICANT DISCOVER IES INCLUDED: APPROXIMATELY
THIRTEEN (13) TONS OF RICE, CAPTURED BY H/2/9HMARINES; A LARGE
HOSPITAL COMFLEX IN THE VICINITY OF FSB TURNAGE (YO 240042), WHICH
WAS LOCATED IN A LONG TUNNEL AND CONTAINED AN OPERATING ROOM AND
ASSORTED DOCUMENTS, ORDNANCE: PERSONAL AND MEDICAL GEAR; A
BASE CAMP AT YD 197029, CONTAINING KITHENS AND STORGAE AREAS FOR
FOOD AND AMOUNTTION; AN AMMUNITION CACHE, LOCATED BY 0/1/9 AT YO
215033, CONTAINING 210,300 X 7.62 MM SA ROUNDS, 12,000 X 12.7 MM AA
ROUNDS, 335 X 37 AA ROUND'S, 2,000 X 57 5'M RR ROUNDS, 230HX 122 MM
ARTILLERY ROUNDS, 739 X 23 MM AA ROUNDS, 2,000 X R PG ROUNDS, 600
X ANTITANK BINES, 3,000 GRENADES, 140SX 120HMM MORTAR ROUNDS, AND
ASSORTED FUSES A ND AND A SMALL CACHE (YD 265037) CON-
TAINING 44 INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS AND AN ASSORTMENT OF AUD10 VISUAL
EQUIPMENT, TO INCLUDEPTWENT YH(20) ROLLS OF 16 MM FILM AND WO (2)
PROJECTORS. THERE AERE FOUR (4) CONTACTS THROUGHOUT THE REPORTING
PER 10D WITH SMAGL ENEMY ELEMENTS, THE LARGEST OF WHICH WAS OF
PLATOON SIZE.

D. ACTIVITY IN THE 10 1ST ABN DIV AO DECREASED FROM THAT PREVIOUSLY
REPORTED/ THE 2/1 AR VN UNCOVERED A SMALL RICE CACHE. THERE WAS A
CONTACT BETWEEN A PF ELEMENT AND A VC ELEMENT IN THE VICINIT OF FSB
SANDY. AND, THERE WERE TWO SUCCESSFUL AMBUSHES BZ CAP TEAMS ALONG
2-1 IN THE VICINITY OF ANZ 10 AND TOMAHAWK, RESPECTIVELY. THE TWO

32/11RESULTED IN FOUR (4) VC KIA AND FOUR (4) INDICIDUAL WEAPONS CAP-
URED.
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2. CTS) E~~El'f!V f "fIT NT IONS 
A. AL.n'fOUGH Er\'E~Y ACT I'JVITtOT~OUGHOUT Tt-E CORPS A- €I RET\.IRf\£O TO 

ITS PRE-OlrFENSPJE LEVEL, IT IS STtLLANTtClPATEO THATENEMY F'ORCES 
If{E BEI~~ POSITIONED TO PARTlel?A! IN PHASZ " OPERATtONS. 
Itt AEATHEtR CO NT t NUES TO BE M ARC I NAL, CHARACTER fZED BY LOW (E It I ~G 
Af'() RAIN TI-ROUGHOUT Tf-E !'IORN'~ OF 4 ~1ARCH. THI.S 'cow,nON CONTINUES 
TO DELAY J~LANS TO COUNTER Efo£MV ACTf VIT--V IN TJ£ NORTHI(ESTERN 
COR "ER OF THE COR PS AO. AS ffiEV fOUSL Y RE PORTED, ATTACKS 
AGAINST H'(WAY 9, THE CA M!..O AREA. lNSTALLATIONS I N Tf£ CMWSTAL 
LOnLAf\DS ,JUST SOUTH OF THE DMZ,' A!'D PERttAPS VAr\OERGRiFT COfllBAT BWSr: 
ARE ANTICIIPATEO,HAt{) ClRREf\!T OPERATIONS ARE DESIGNED TO .INTER.-
CEPT J NFH,TRAT 'NG Et<£MY UNtTS ?R lOR TO A0corQ!lL t SHMENT OF - ' 
TtESE M Is~a ONS; 

6/ IT jiS ALSO EX?ECTEO THAT Tt£ Er£MY wn.L CONTINUE tMTlMt04TION 
OPER ATIO~~S AfONG Q!..-l fN PHU too OISTIC{ICT. titRE DOES NOT APPEAR, 
HlWEVE~, ,'0 BE AN Et£r~Y CAPABILITY TO Ut\OERTAKE SUCHHOPERATIONS 

, ON AN EXTE:NS J VE SCALE. . 
,., ACT ION~; TAKE"! AfID Hl~!EO IWTE FUU~£ ?l.ANS. _ 
. A; OLRfltE~!T ?lANS REl"lAtN UNCHANGEO~ ON THE AFTERNOON OF , 

r:ARCH, n-!S: 2/9 BN n"ltTH TrE ExcEPTION OF G/2/9)nAS EXTR.ACTED FROM 
THE DEWEY CANYON AO A,M) .MOVED TO VAf\DERG~ 1FT Kcom9AT BASE., 
Oft£R 9TH MARINE ELEt"lEfI . .'TS WILL ASSEN6LE IN THE VlctNtTY OF' PZ·S 
At\[) WILL 81£ EXTRACTED AS' SOON AS WEATt£R PERMITS.' UMJZR FAVOR-
ABLE WEAT~£R CON) IT 10""S, FOUR C4HOAYS WILL 8E REQUIRED TO COM?- . 
tETE THE 'UTHOR AWAL. CONCURRE TtY, TI.£4/2 ARVN 8~! WILL a~!MITH­
mA~N mOP! ITS AO' DUE EAST OF DEWEY CANYON. f-lUPON COMPLET IT1\' OF 
'tJ£NJ:ED£?J:HE 9TH MAR tf£S, El'iPHASI SWILL 6E Dl.RECTEO . . 

~:r' TOWARD ACC~O!"JPLtSHtf\~ THE'WE.ST.WARO MOVEMENT 0 F ~AR'NE:F lZ SA·'G.ON 
- €!.-:- - OCr!u r YI ~ TrE A~EA SOUTH 01 .. ~ 

~.' !..C.E T5 TO FSB ARGONNE A~NT'ME;~ tiTHE 3!3 r.1ARtNZBN HAS DEPlOYED 
1,\:tAJ,..QNG ROUTE 926. t N THE !II _ 1 'M' to AN)- Tt£ ROCK PU .. E FOR TI-£ . 

i \\\~~~~~L rir AI~~i!Br~~~~ ~~ ~~!~';~ C~'iTH ENEMY UNIT S ATTEMPT I ~ 1.0 

Il\lTERD' CT 'H£ HOlYFNAY101'NSTTHA· eATN '!R,EVA;L~MENTS INTO THE MASSAOHUSETTS . 
i B. MOVE:>ilEJ\.lT U 

- _1'1 .. . THERE AERE 

. ~R ~M~~i~"~:,~~ ~~.:~ ~~L~~O W~~ P ;g~l~ t~:~~~ l:t y~~1 00. 

I ' 

CCQPAT ION OF FSB FlR Y 1 S Non SCHEOUL-O '". _ 

f1.R6~~L~E~~~~6ust.Y ANNOUN~ CLEAR Ar.D SEARCH At\D PAC1FtCA~ION 
J?ER.ATIONS IN THE COASTAl.. ARt.A,s ARE CO~!TIfI.fUll\tG. 
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2. (TS) ENEMY INTENTIONS
A. ALTHOUGH ENEMY ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE COR PS A 0 RETURNED TO

ITS PRE-OFFENSIVE LEVEL, IT IS STILL ANTICIPATED THATE NEMY FORCES
ARE BEING POSITIONED TO PARTICIPAT IN PHASZ 11 OPERATIONS.
THE AEATHER CONTINUES TO BE M ARGINAL, CHARACTERIZED BY LOW CEILING
AND RAIN THROUGHOUT THE MORNING OF 4 MARCH. THIS CONDITION CONTINUES
TO DELAY PLANS TO COUNTER ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE NORTHWESTERN
CORNER OF THE CORPS AO. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, ATTACKS
AGAINST HYWAY 9, THE CA M LO AREA, INSTALLATIONS I N THE CMWSTAL
LOWLANDS JUST SOUTH OF THE DMZ, AND PER HAPS VANDERGRIFT COMBAT BWSF
ARE ANTICIPATED, HAND CURRENT OPERATIONS ARE DESIGNED TO INTER-
CEPT INFILTRATING ENEMY UNITS PRIOR TO ACCOMPLISHMENT OF
THESE MISSIONS;

B/ IT IS ALSO EXPECTED THAT THE ENEMY WILL CONTINUE INTIMIDATION
OPER ATIONS A FONG OL-1 IN PHU 10 C DISTRICT. THERE DOES NOT APPEAR,
HOWEVER, TO BE AN ENEMY CAPABILITY TO UNDERTAKE SUCHHOPERAT IONS
ON AN EXTENSIVE SCALE.
3. ACTIONS TAKEN AND IMNED IWTE FUURE PLANS.

A; CURRENT PLANS REMAIN UNCHANGED. ON THE AFTERNOON OF 3
MAR CH, THE 2/9 BN (WITH THE EXCEPTION OF G/2/9) WAS EXTRACTED FROM
THE DEWEY CANYON AO AND MOVED TO VANDERGRIFT KCOMBAT BASE.
OTHER 9TH MARINE ELEMENTS WILL ASSEMBLE IN THE VICINITY OF PZ'S
AND WILL BE EXTRACTED AS SOON AS WEATHER PERMITS. UNDZR FAVOR -
ABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS, FOUR (4)HDAYS WILL BE REQUIRED TO COMP-
LETE THE WITHDR AWAL. CONCURRE TLY, THE 4/2 AR VN BN WILL BE WITH-
DRAWN FROM ITS AO DUE EAST OF DEWEY CANYON. HUPON COMPLETITN OF

9TH MARINES, EMPHASIS WILL BE DIRECTED
TOWARD ACCOMPLISHING THE WESTWARD MOVEMENT 0 F MARINE
ELE, TO FSB ARGONNE AND OCCUPYING THE AREA SOUTH OF LZ SAIGON

TS
ROUTE 926. IN THE MEANTIME, HT HE 313 MARINZ BN HAS DEPLOYED

THEALONG
GENERALLY ALONG HYWAY ? BEWEEN CAM 9 AND THE ROCK PILE FOR

TO
PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING CONTACT WITH ENEMY UNITS ATTEMPTING

INTERDICT THE HYWAY IN THAT AREA.

B. MOVEMENT OF 101ST ABN DIV ELEMENTS INTO THE MASSACHUSETTS

STRIKER AO CONTINUE TO BE DELAYED BY AD VERSE WEATHER. THERE AERE

NO ADDITIONAL UNITS MOVED TO FSB WHIP DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD.

CCOPATION OF FSB FURY IS NOW SCHEDULED FOR 6 MARCH BUT MAY BE

FURTHER DELAYED /
C. ALL PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED CLEAR AND SEAR CH AND PACIFICATION

OPERATIONS IN THE COASTAL AREAS ARE CONTINUING.
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0 040237Z ZYR ZFF-3
FM GEN ABRAMS COM USMA CV
TO GEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF
LTG C USHMAN CG III MAF
INFO LTG ST IL.WELL CG XXIV COR PS
ZEM

E C R E T MAC 2755 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: RETAL IATORY ATTACKS BY FIRE IN DMZ (S)
REF: A. JCS RED ROCKET TWO BTG 0101087 NOV 68 (S)

B. MACV 10539 DTG 2001152 FEB 69 (S)
1. (S) RECENT INTELLIGENCE IND ICATES A CO NT INUING ENEMY CAPABIL-
TY TO LAUNCH ATTACKS BY FIRE FROM THE DMZ AND NORTH OF THE DMZ
AND GROUND FORCE ATTACKS AGAINST FRIENDLY FOR CES AND TALLAT IONS
IMMED IATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ.
2. (S) PRESENT RULES ON ENGAGEMENT FOR THE DMZ AUTHORIZE REACT ION
BY FIRE TO ENEMY FIRE FROM POSITIONS IN AND NORTH OF THE DMZ
AGAINST FRIENDLY FORCES. ILHE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO D IRE CT
AN INCREASED LEVEL OF PRE PAREDNESS TO REACT TO ENEMY FIRE DELIVERED
AGAINST FIRENCLY FORCES.
3. (S) CG III MAE WILL PREPARE PLANS TO RESPOND TO ENEMY FIRE
DEL IVERED FROM SITES LOCATED IN AND NORTH OF THE UMZ IN ACCORDANCE
WT IH GUIDANCE CONT INEU IN MACV D IRECTIVE 95-1. THESE PLANS WILL
PROVIDE A REALT ION TO E'ENTY FIRE THAT IS IMMEDIATE AND DEVASTAT ING
AND WILL BE COORD INATED WITH THE 7TH AIR FOR CE PLAN FOR DESTRUCT ION
OF THE ENEMY'S ABILITY TO DELIVER FIRE INT O SVN FROM NORTH OF THE DMZ.
THE RESPONSE WOULD INCL LDE ALL AVAILABLE ART ILLERY, NAVAL GUNFIRE,
AND TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT AS APPROPRIATE.
4. (S) CG III MAE IS ALL HORIZED AND DIRECTED TO EXECUTE RETALIATORY
FIRE PLANS BOMEDIATELY ON INITIATION OF SUBSTANTIAL ENEMY ART ILLERY
Net FROM NORTH OF THE BEN HAI RIVER. THE PLAN AND ITS EXE CUT ION
WILL PROVIDE FOR THOKOUGH AND PRECISE FIRE BY ALL SUPPORT ING ARMS
DESIGNED TO ELIMINATE THE ENEMY'S ART ILLERY PIECES, EMPLACEMENT AND
AMMUNIT ION STOCKS. THE DURAT ION OF CO UNTER 4 IRES BY ALL WEAPONS SYS-
TEMS WILL BE JUDGED ACCORDINGLY; A MINIMUM OF THREE DAYS COUNTER-FIRE
PROGRAM IS ENVISAGED, PROVIDING T IME FOR CONT INUING RE CON, TARGET
DEVELOPMENT, AND DESTRUCT ION.
5. (S) AFTER ENEMY INIT IAT ION OF ART ILLERY FIRES FROM NORTH OF THE
PMDL, B-52 TARGETS WILL BE PLANNED BY THIS HEAD QUARTERS BASED UPON
NOMINAT IONS BY III MAF AND 7AF. UPON RECEIPT OF INFORMAT ION CONCERN-
ING ENEMY FIRE, AND ACTIONS TAKEN IN RESPONSE THERTO, MACV WILL SEEK
IMMEDIATE AUT HOR FOR EMPLOYMENT OF B52S NORTH OF THE PMDL.
6. (S) CONTROL AND COORD INAT ION OF ALL FIRES BOTH FOR PLANNING
PURPOSES AND EXE cur ION WILL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH MACV DIRECTIVE
95-1.
GP-4
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F~ GE N A~: A!4S CD"I lS"A CV SQI ~/. 
TO LTG ru~WfAN m II I ~A.t, ,/ .. <': 

t. TS t<ERwiN CG 1,1 FFORCEt' . p.~","1.~,~:;::"/: ' 
i~'tIEC~A~~l SA I,V crz ,~~.,~~ __ ,.' ""re' 

S [C' R E "T ;lI,C 2803 EYES o It.. y 
REFEREN(E: CO··tUSMACV 020?14Z MAR 6'9 (S) 
1. (U) l:HE REF a1Nl'AINED THE ITINERARY FOR SEalEF VISIT TO YOu\ 

R£SPECfl\e: CO~!1AIDS';'·" , . 
2. (S)CaNCPAC HAS REQt.ESTEO Ti'MT )£,8£ KEPI" ADVISED OF SI.,SJECTS 
OISClSSEO\tJIT H SEmEF' OtA I~ HIS VISIT' HEREIN R Vl\1 IN ORDER TO 
PREPAR.E FeR HIS OWN '1 ALKS WIT H T 1£ SE (ftET ARY WHI<!HFllLlOW. 
3. (5) IN ORDER TO FRO\()E TiUS INFORMATION ON It TIMELY AN) USEFUL 
BASIS rr l:SI'LANNEO TO DIS?AT CH A WRAP-UP TO CINCPAC BY 
230aM FCl.LOWING EACH OAY·S Aa-IVlTIES. 
4.. (S) 1;1 IS REauESTEO 'THATY'U A\OVIO€ A SUMl'tARY ACCOUNT OF THE 

, SLBSr .Uff' I~e: 0 ISCUSSIO NS YOU AtDYO t.fl SWORD JNATES HOLD VITH SECDEF 
WHILE HE XSVISIr ING 'Y(}tf( OlMrtAro. VOlA SUMMARY WILL BE REQUIREO 
AT T1£ EARLIEST ~AcrrcALTI!4E FOlLowur; SEQ)£F'OEPARTLRE fROM 
YOlR~EA.: ' 

sso NOTE: DEL lVER Du\I~ 0 tr't ROtA s 
'PRE'CEOEN<EFCA TRANSMISSION OlLY 
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0 0501392 ZYH ZFF-
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SGN
TO LTG CUSHMAN OG III MAF
LTG KERWIN CG II FFOR CE V
MG ECKHARDI SA IV CTZ
ZEM
SECRET MAC 2803 EYES ONLY
REFERENCE COMUSMACV 0202147 MAR 69 (S)

1. (U) THE REF CONTAINED THE IT INER AR Y FOR SE DEF VISIT TO YOUR
RESPECTIVE COMMANDS.
2. (S) CINCPAC HAS REQUESTED THAT HE BE KE PT AD VISED OF SUBJECTS
DISCUSSED WITH SECDEF DURING HIS VISIT HERE IN RVN IN ORDER TO
PREPARE FOR HIS OWN TALKS WITH THE SECRETARY WHICH FOLLOW.
3. (S) IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION ON A TIMELY AND USE FUL
BASIS IT IS PLANNED TO DISPAT CH A WRAP-UP TO CINCPAC BY
2300H FOLLOWING EACH DAY'S ACTIVITIES.
4. (S) IT IS RE QUESTED THAT YOU PROVIDE A SUMMARY ACCOUNT OF THE
SUBSTANTINE DISCUSSIONS YOU AND YOUR SUBORDINATES HOLD WITH SECDEF
WHILE HE IS VISITING YOUR COMMAND. YOUR SUMMARY WILL BE REQUIRED
AT THE EARLIEST PRACTICAL TIME FOLLOWING SE DEF DE PART URE FROM
YOUR AREA.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
PRE-CEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
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f F'fIf LTG ST 1 LWELL m XX.l V COR PS 
: TO MG TOWNSEND j~CT I ~~ CHIEF OF Sr AFF ~A0V 
i INFO LTG CUSHMAN 00 fit MAt . 
j. ZEM "' ...... 
: TO? S E '. eRE T Pt-B 0416, EYES ON!.. Y 
'SlSJECTs IESTt~ATE OF THE SITUATION 
.. 1. <TS)H IENEMY ACTtONS !M 1200 MA R ~9 TO 051200 MAR [))9. 

A. Et£MY INITIATIVE IN THE 11TH OTA/XXfV CORPS AREA r.HJ~'NG 
: rE REPORTING PER .00 CoNTI NIJED TO REfLECT 'L 
, , . TG liT A err l V nrr , 
, SI!'tlILAR IN lNTEIMSITY TO THAT PERIOD EfFORE THE,8EGINN1~OF 

. I 
I 

I , 

-I 
I 

Tt£ NVA OFFENSIVE. TI-£ ACTIVITY WAS CHA~ACTER'ZEO BY ISOLATED 
ATTACKS.8Y FIRE At-VSMALt. CONTACTSSETWEEN FR IEMJS.y PATROLl.' f\lG 
ELEMENTS AI\if) EftEtt!Y UNI1S OF ;>LATOON SI ZE OR LESS. 

, I 

. B. If\! 'fHE A.,\EA lMMEO lATa Y SO{.'TH OF Tl-E O[l1Z, THERE 
. :1::RE SEVEN' (7) REPORT£!) ATTA'JI(S -BY FIRE. T,ARGETS fNC":..tl)EO: 
FS9H~ACK A~D UNITS IN THE V'OINtTY OF' ~ACK:: THE l'ST Af'lITRACK AT 
OCEAN VIE'J'V; THE 2/2SARVN 9ATTAL'ON AT A ... 1;'Af\O Gta 1.,.tNH 
SLSSECTOR (A-2). S THERE WERE TtitEE <') SMA~.,L CONTACTS NEAR 
FS8 RUSSE1.:L AM) 01\£ NEAR 0-2. THE MOST S fG ~l F I CANT MIT' ON 
IN -THE: CORPS AO OCCURRED AT 05!ll50S HOURS.W~N A RECON TEAM 
FROM THE ,11) MAR HE, OIVISIO.N ~lAS ATTAtiKEO BY AN f\lVA UNIT Of 
LNKNOWN S aZE 'M Tit VIOl NtTYOF' FS8 ARGONNE.HTI-E TEA~. 
CONSISTP.'G OF TWEl.VE (12) t\1EfIB ERS. SUSTAH£O SIX (6) 
CASUALTIES (THR~e: KU1I S A.m TfflEE WIA'S) BEFORE IT W AS 
EXTRAGTEO AT 21717 HOURS •. HELl COPTERS i"'ART' f11PATI NG tN T~ 
E::TRA"ff ION REeE I VEO SMALL A MS A~.f) GRENADE FtRE. THJ S ACT I ON 
c)NFtRMS THE EXISTENCE OF' EN!:MY FORCES IN THE NORTtf"tESTE.RN 
CORf\£R OF 'nE CORPS AO. ALSO OF' SiGNIFICANCE WAS A REPORT 
BY A f!f4 WHO STATED THAT HE 'NAS AMEmER Of THE 7TH COMPANY, 
27TH SAITALION, "ST REGIMENT.H Tt-E 27TH BATTALIOf'JHAS 
O?ERATEO, IN THE PAST, Ul\DER TI£ CONTRO:~ OF TfE 31ST GROUP. 
tTIS ~OW IBELIEVEO THAT THE GROUP HAS ASSUMEO'TI-£ STATUS OF A 

REG Il'1ENT. 
c. IN 'fHE OgWEY CANYON AO, T~ MOST StGMlf'ICANT ACTIVITY 

INVOr .• VED Al1l9 MARINES, WHtCH ESTAStlSt-EO COf\1fACT WITH SMALL E"ElI'Y 
ELEM::NTS ON FOtR _SEP..A~Atf:~OJ&A_SJO.f\!S. LbtTJ£_G£M:RAL \i.te.' ~Ilry .. . 
OF YO '950:~6. TI-ESE CONTACTS RESULTED IN Tl-RE-E c,> rnlENJLY 

'KIA·S ANX 'NINE (9) WU~~.H Tffi Et£MY SUSTAINEO'27 KIA. 
THE~E WERt OTHER MINOR OONTACTS TrROtG. HOur, T1-£ AO' TO INCLUDE 

r'1W{) 8Y-~'fHE' 1/2'1~VN BATTAtlON OPERATtfIG IN THE GE~RAL vtOUnTY OF" 
': FSB T~ NAGlE (YO 25,092). BOTH MAR' t£ AN) ARVN UNIT~ 0 I SCovtJt. trJ7T:3(I) 

.. ~ !CO ITtoNAL SMALl .. CACHE'. . -~ 
'--~ - ----------~' - , 
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0 0503202 ZYH ZFF-3
FM LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
TO MG TOWNSEND ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF MACV
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
ZEM

E CRET PHB 04 16 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION

(TS)H ENEMY ACTIONS 0441200 MA R 59 TO 05 1200 MAR D69.1.

A. ENEMY INITIATIVE IN THE 11TH DTA/XXIV COR PS AREA DURING
HE REPORTING PERIOD CONTINUED TO REFLECT

IGHT ACTIVITI,
SIMILAR IN INTENSITY TO THAT PER 10D BEFORE THE BEGINNING OF
THE NVA OFFENSIVE. THE ACTIVITY WAS CHARACTERIZED BY ISOLATED
ATTACKS BY FIRE AND SMALL CONTACTS BETWEEN FRIENDLY PATROLLING
ELEMENTS AND ENEMY UNITS OF PLATOON SIZE OR LESS.

8. IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOOTH OF THE DMZ, THERE
MERE SEVEN (7) REPORTED ATTACKS BY FIRE. TARGETS INCLUDED:
FSBHMACK AND UNITS IN THE VICINITY OF MACK: THE 1 ST AMTRACK AT
OCEAN VIEW; THE 2/2SARVN BATTALION AT A-1; AND G 10 LINH
SUBSECTOR (A-2).S THERE WERE THREE (3) SMALL CONTACTS NEAR
FSB RUSSELL AND ONE NEAR C-2. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ACTION
IN THE CORPS AO OCCURRED AT 050508 HOUR S, WHEN A RECON TEAM
FR OM THE 3D MAR I NE DIVISION WAS ATTACKED BY AN NVA UNIT OF
UNKNOWN SIZE IN THE VICINITY OF FSB ARGONNE. THE TEAM,
CONSISTING OF TWELVE (12) MEMB ERS, SUSTAINED SIX (6)

CASUALTIES (THREE KIA'S AND THREE WIA'S) BEFORE IT W AS
EXTRACTED AT 3717 HOURS. HELICOPTERS PARTICIPATING IN THE
EXTRACTION RECEIVED SMALL A MS AND GRENADE FIRE. THIS ACTION
CONFIRMS THE EXISTENCE OF ENEMY FORCES IN THE NORTHWESTERN
COR NER OF THE CORPS AO. ALSO OF SIGNIFICANCE WAS A REPORT
BY A FW WHO STATED THAT HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE 7TH COMPANY,
27TH BATTALION, 31ST REGIMENT. H THE 27TH BATTALION HAS
OPERATED, IN THE PAST, UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE 31ST GROUP.
IT IS NOW BELIEVED THAT THE GROUP HAS ASSUMED THE STATUS OF A
REGIMENT.

C. IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO, THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY
INVOLVED A/1/9 MARINES, WHICH ESTABLISHED CONTACT WITH SMALL ENEMY
ELEMENTS ON FOUR SEPARATE OCCASIONS IN THE GENERAL VICINITY
OF YD 195036. THESE CONTACTS RESULTED IN THREE (3) FRIENDLY
KIA'S ANX NINE (9) WIA'S.H THE ENEMY SUSTAINED 27 KIA.
THERE WERE OTHER MINOR CONTACTS THROUG HOUT THE AO, TO INCLUDE
TWO BY THE 1/2 AR VN BATTAL ION OPERATING IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF
FSB TUR NAGE (YD 253092). BOTH MARINE AND AR VN UNITS 01 SCOVERED
ADDITIONAL SMALL CACHES.

33/1)
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ro.-- TH.::REi! WAS I~OS-IGNIFIGA?>1f A~TtV1TY TH\OlGHOuTTt£-1~usi-
1 . IBN C1VtSION.AO. 
, 2. (lS) EI\£I[I1Y 'NTEf\l'ftOro. 

i.e?A. THE A~:;GRESS t VEt£SS 0 IS?L A YEO BY n£ Ef'£MY I N LATE FE ~UAR Y 
A~n EARLY ~A!~r.H Hi\S OECLHEO CONStDERA9l-Y. SOUTHWARD MOVE~Enr 

l' Of ~'ERSONNEt, ACROSS Ttt EASTER I'! ?ORT I O~! OF THE O~Z HAS BE'!N REOUCED •. 
. Et£MY UN ITS IENCOUt\'TEREO BY FR IEm!.. Y PATROLL t l\C FORCES f\!O 

I lOf\CER E 

) tcr 'TO REMA I Nt N POS ITtON un FIGHT. AS Tf-EY D 10 1 N 
I £ARI~Y ~ARCH/ HOWEVERI THERE tS NO ."DICATION THAT THE £N::MY 

FORCES WHICH CROSSED THE DMZ OURtt\lGHTrE EA~I"Y FHASi[S OF Tt£ 
OffENStVEHAVS EfTHER ;¥tTHlRAWN TOt'lARO NORTH vtETNAM OR tNTEl\D 
10 "it Tl-OR AW. H REN1::W[O ATTAOKS OF GREATER ,f\JTENUQY ARE 
CDNS 10EIlEO t'MMH£3-.JT. ". ' 

B.H THERE: HAS BEEN NO MAJOR CHA!\(;E IN Tt£ WEAT~R. ALTHOUGH THF-
RA 1 NSWW1CH" OCGURREDntJR'M';.· tl£ ... MEVJOJJS .AE:PQRt f t\S~<n:~ t £)0 .. 
HAVE 5TO:, PED, ct: ttl NGSCOl\!T I NUE TO BE SUFFt C IE MTL Y 1.. W TO 
ffiEVEl\!T EXTE:WSJVE AtRMOBH.E O·PERATIONS. Ll~ITEO RESUppLy 
00 EVA~UA10N OF THE FORCES IN TtE DEWEY CANYON AREA HAVE BEEM 
rOSSIBLE f aur THE PURPLE MARTI N Am MASSACHUSETTS STRIKER 

-9PERATtONS ARE Tl-REATENED VHTH AOOtTlONAL DELAYS UNTIL MORE 
FAVORABLE wEATHER COMltTiONS ~XIYT. D-!JAY tOR MASS STRIKER' 
IS NOW' S:CHEOULEO FOR 7 MARCIt. ' 
,. (18) M1T'ONS TAK EN 'AM) IMMEOIATE FUTURE PLI1NS~ 

A. ?LAf,jS: REMAIN Ut..'CHA~EO. THE ?RIMARY EFfORT COflrrt NI£S 
TO 8E THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 9TH MAR I flES FROM THE OEtlEY CANYON 
ID. BY Ttt OLO SE OF THE REPORT' NG f"ER' 00, Ot£ .8N ( .. ) HAD , 
tEEN WITHJRAit1N. THE OTHER TWO MAR.Nt: BATALtONS AN) THE TWO A~VN 
BATTALtONS OiPERAT'N; fNTHE AREA ARE sa EoutEO FOR WtTf-tlRAWAl WHEf-r 
r£!Tt'ER F'ER~IITS.S OROER OF' PRI,ORfTY FOR THE nlTHZRAWAL WPJ •• BE ;5/9 
MARINE S~HSTHEReM4fM)ER OF' 4/2 A~VN BATTALlaN.F'OLlOWZD BY THE 119 
MARINE BATTA.LION ANJTHZ1I2 ARV'" BATTALION. . . 

s. 101Sl~ ABNOl VISION UNlT,S SOH EOUL-EO FOR OEPUi ytv!£t-IT . TO FSS 
fUR Y . AND THS: LOWER ASHAU VALLEY AqE AS~MaLEa IN PRE PAR AT tON fOR A 
1 ~ARCH MOve;fiJE NT. ARC t.1~HTS 1 N SU??OR.T OF MASSACHUSETTS STR tKER 
WHt CH WERE OrR tG I NAU .. Y SCr£outEO .roR'5 MARCH HAVE 8EEN RESCHi.LlIlEO FOR 
5 !'JliARGH. '. . 

e.s. Al.!.. rj~REV10USLV ANflF)UNCEO O_·ERATIO~,!S ARE CONTINU'''''. 

SSO.NOTE: 
900 DEL'VER tMt1ED I ATEt Y j'~(J 

nrop,' SECREt' 3. 5(~)' 
------------------------~~.~----------~' --------~-------
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D. THERE WAS NO SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE 10 1ST
ABN DIVISION AO.

(TS) ENEMY INTENTIONS.2.
PA. THE AGGRESSIVENESS DISPLAYED BY THE ENEMY IN LATE FEBRUARY

AND EARLY MARCH HAS DECLINED CONSIDERABLY. SOUTHWARD MOVEMENT
OF ERSONNE}. ACROSS THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE DMZ HAS BEEN REDUCED.
ENEMY UNITS ENCOUNTERED BY FRIENDLY PATROLLING FORCES NO
LONGER E

ECT TO REMAIN IN POSITION AND FIGHT, AS THEY DID IN
EARLY MARCH/ HOWEVER! THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT THE ENEMY
FORCES WHICH CROSSED THE DMZ DURINGHTHE EARLY PHASES OF THE
OFFENSIVE HAVE EITHER WITHDRAWN TOWARD NORTH VIETNAM OR INTEND
TO WITHDRAW.! RENEWED ATTACKS OF GREATER INTENUQY ARE
CONSIDERED IMMINENT.

B. H THERE HAS BEEN NO MAJOR CHANGE IN THE WEATHER. ALTHOUGH THE
RAINS WHICH OCCURRED DURING. THE PREVIOUS REPORTING PER 100
HAVE STOP PED, CEILINGS CONTINUE TO BE SUFFICIENTLY L W TO
PREVENT EXTENSIVE AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS. LIMITED RESUPPLY
AND EVACUATION OF THE FORCES IN THE DEWEY CANYON AREA HAVE BEEN
POSSIBLE, BUT THE PURPLE MARTIN AND MASSACHUSETTS STRIKER
OPERATIONS ARE THREATENED WITH ADDITIONAL DELAYS UNTIL MORE
FAVORABLE WEATHER CONDITIONS EXIYT. D-DAY FOR MASS STRIKE
IS NOW SCHEDULED FOR 7 MARCH.

(TS) ACTIONS TAK EN AND IMMEDIATE FUTURE PLANS.3.
A. PLANS REMAIN UNCHANGED. THE PRIMARY EFFORT CONTINUES

TO BE THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 9TH MARINES FROM THE DEWEY CANYON
AO. BY THE CLOSE OF THE REPORTING PERIOD, ONE BN (-) HAD
BEEN WITHDRAWN. THE OTHER TWO MARINE BATALIONS AND THE TWO ARVN
BATTALIONS OPERATING IN THE AREA ARE SC EDULED FOR WITHDRAWAL WHEN
WEATHER PERMITS. S ORDER OF PRIORITY FOR THE WITHZRAWAL WILL BE 3/9
MARINE BNISTHE REMAINDER OF 4/2 AR VN BATTALION, FOLLOWZO BY THE 1/9
MAR I NE BATTALION AND THZ 1/2 AR VN BATTALION.

B. 101ST ABN DIVISION UNITS SCH EDULED FOR DEPLOYMENT TO FSB
FURY AND THE LOWER ASHAU VALLEY ARE ASSEMBLE 3 IN PREPARATION FOR A
7 MARCH MO VE MENT. ARC LIGHTS IN SUPPORT OF MASSACHUSETTS STRIKER
WHI CH WERE ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR 5 MARCH HAVE BEEN RESCHEDULED FOR
5 MARCH.

C.S. ALL PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED OPERATIONS ARE CONTINUING.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
900

ETOP SECRET 33(2)
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TOPSELLE
To
INFO LTS. CUSHEAN CC 111 KAF
ZEV
TO SEGRET PRS 3423 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION
1. (TS) ENEMY ACTIONS 05 1233 MAR 59 TO 051200 MAR Ss.

A/ ENEMY INITIATIVE IN THE 11TH DTA/XXIV CORPS AREA DURING
THE REPORTING ERIOD CONTINUED TO REF ECT LIGHT ACTIVITY KITH
THE EXCE T ION OF INCREASED INDICATIONS OF ENEKY PRESENCE IN THE
AREA INREDIATELY SOUTH 0 F THE DNZ. ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY
CONTINUES TO AV015 CONTACT, THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT HE IS
COMPLETING HIS RECONNAISSANCE AND P REPARATIONS FOR REMENED ATTACKS.
'HE' ENCOUNTERED 2 Y FRIENDLY PATROLS, HE USUALLY ITHDRAW'S AFTER
THE INITIAL MEETING ENGAGEMENT. HONEVER, HE HA'S SHOWN NO
RELUCTANCE TO USE HARASSING MORTAR FIRE THROUGHOUT THE DAY
AND NIGHT.

E. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ACTION IN THAT FORTION OF THE CORPS
AO IMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DRIZ WAS A CONTACT SETUREN C/1/4
MARINES AND AN ENERY FOR DE OF UNKNOWN SRENGTH. THIS OCCURRED
AT 051713 HOURS IN THE VICINITY OF LZ MACK. THE MARINE UNIT,
WITE A? ROACHING HILL 434 ( XD ?5761?) RECEIVED SNA .... ARMS
AND RF2 FIRE, SUSTAINING SIX (5) CASU ALTIES (2 KIA 4'D
THE ENERY POSITION WAS ASSAULTED A NO OVERRUN. EIGHT (3)
ENELY KIA WERE FOUND AND TEN (10) 1. AND ONE (1) CSW TERESEIZTO

C. E.SEWHERE IN THE 30 MARINE DIVISION AD THERE AERZ SPORASIO
CONTACTS TH ENERY FORCES OF PLATOON SIZE OR SMALLER.
T.) STANCES, CONTACT WAS MADE WITH THE ENERY IN THE VISINITY
OF FSE NEVIT THERE WAS A SMALL CONTACT AT YD 123723, IN
WITH AM ELEMENT OF THE 3/5 CA V ACCOUNTED FOR T.O (2)
ABC ONE (1) 1..., A°C THERE WAS ALSO A VINOR CONTACT, AT 52277
HOURS, DURING SHICH FIRE WAS EXCHANGED BETREEN BASE DEFENSE
ELEIENTS OF THE GUANG TRI COMEAT BASE AND AN ENEXY REGON PARTY
THERE WERE FIVE INSTANCES OF ATTACKS BY FIRE, THE OST SIMNICICANT OF

ERE Two SEPARATE ATTACKS IN THE VICINITY OF CZ TACK
AT 251215 AND 551430 HOURS AGAINST 1/3/14 MARINES, SURING INSPER
SIX (6) CASUALITIES ERE SUSTAINED (2 KIA AND AID.

D. IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO, THERE WAS ONE REPORTED INCIDENT
OF AN ATTACK BY FIRE (AGAINST A/1/9 MARINES) AT YD 193032. THERE
WAS ALSO A CONTACTBETWEEN A SMALL RECON ELEMENT AND A GROUP OF
APPROXIMATELY 25 NVA OPERATING IN THE VICINITY OF YD 2.00151. THE
RECON TEAM HAD TO 3E EXTRACTED BY HELICOPTER. DU RING THE PROCESS
OF THE EXTRACTION T.C (2) NVA WERE KILLED. THERE WERE NC
FRIE DLY CASUALTIES. S A. PROXIMATELY FIVE (5) KIB EAST OF FSB
TUR NACE, THE 1/2 AR VN EN DISCOVERED A CA CHE CONTAINERS $7,000
ROUNDS OF 12.74A AMMUNITION, 32 SX RPG ROUNDS, AND SSY 2210
ROUNDS. AT A. PRO XIEATELY THE SAKE TI E, C/1/9SMARITES
DISTOMERED A CACHE IN THE VICIMITY OF YD 214033. THIS CACHE
CONTAINED 173 X 143MM ROCKETS, 530 X 1207 ORTAR ROUNDS, AND
7,23C INED ORTAR ROUNDS (60 AND 3210 15,533 X 12.7AA
ROUIDS, 155 X 231 ROULDS 31 BSSX ORERADES, -3, STOUND

AR S AND ITTON, AK ASSORT T 00 GRENADES
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REACTIC11 REHARATIC

OF FOR OPERATIONS INTO TYT : SHAUISTHE ENERY,
AT FIRED THREE 122 MM ROCKETS 15 THE DIRECTION
OF THE ESSE in) DANAGE GAS SUSTINED, AID COUNTER B-ATTERY CAS
FIRED. S..ALL CONTACTS CONTINUED TO OCCUR IN THE PHU THU/THU
VANG AREA 1TH AR VN AND TERRITORIA: FORCES ACCOUNTIN C FOR THO
(2) EKENY KIA, FIVE (5) VC FY'S AND FOUR (4) INDIVIDUAL
EAPONS. THERE HERE NO INCIDENTS OF INTI IDATION ALONG
2-1
2. (TS) ENEMY INTENTIONS.

A. ALTHOUGH ACTIVITY CONTINU ES TO DE RELATIVELY 1GHT,
THE COMBINATION OF WIDELY STREAD ENEMY CONTACTS, CONTINED
REPORTS OF ACTIVITY ALONG HYWAY 925, SINCREASED ENEXY
ACTIVITY IN THE VICINITY OF FSS ARGONIE, AND A REPORT SY
CAPTURED ONE KACCH BY THE TRIED FHONS FF'S, TEAD TO CONFI

REVIOUS PREDICTIONS 0 AN EMENY INTENTION TO UNDERTAKE A
COORDINATED EFFORT IN THE AREA IMIEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DNZ.
THE EVERY AFREARS TO BE TAKING ADVANGAGE OF THE ADVERSE
EATHER! WHICH HAS CONTINUED FOR ALMOST TWO WEEKS AND THICH HAS
HINDERED A REA JUSTMENT OF FRIENDLY FORCES, PARTICULARLY TO
THE NORTHNEST CORNER OS THE CORPS AO. IT IS STILL BELIEVED THAT
:4 ILL ATTEXIT TO A TIOIPATE IN PHASE 11 OPERATIONS CY UNDER -

TAKING A SERIES OF COORDINATED ATTACKS ALONG HYWAY ISAND INTE
COASTAL AREA BETWEEN THE DIZ AND THE CUA VIET RIVER. THERE IS
ALSC AN INDICATION THAT A MAJOR ATTACK VILL BE MADE FR.O" THE
SOUTH AGAINST FSB REVILLE TITHIN THE ENX FEW ZAIS.

2/ ALTHOUGH THE EMENTY CONTINUES TO RETAIN A CAPABILITY TO HARASS
INSTALLATIONS AITHIN THE 101 ST ABN DIVISION AO, THERE AP. EARS TO
EE NI INDICATION OF A COORDINAH ED ATTACK OF ANY NA NITUDE.
ATTACKS CY FIRE ARE CONSIDERED TO BE THE MOST LIELY FORM THAT
PHASE 11 OPERATIONS IN TH E 131ST AIRBORNE DIVISION AO WITH TAKE.
3. (TS) ACTIONS TAKEN AND IMMEDIA 11 FUTURE PLANS.

A. AS TREVIOUSLY REPORTED, ADVERSE WEATHER IS THE NAJOR
DETERMENT IN THE EXECUTION OF CURRENT PLANS. SCE INGS CONTINUE TO
BE MINIRAL, PREVENTING DEPL YMENT OF FORCES TO THE FURFLE MARTIN
AND MASSACHUSETTS SRITER AO'S AND PERMITTI NG ONLY ESSENTIAL RE-
SUPPLY AND EVACUATION OPERATIONS. WEATHER PREDICTIONS FOR THE
INJEDIATE FUTURE ARE LESS THAN OPTIMISTIO. AS SOON AS FAVORABLE
WEATHER RETURNS, IT IS PLANNED TO COMPLETE THE EXTRACTION OF THE
9TH MARINES FRO THE DEREY CANYON AO, UNDERTAKE THE SEARCH
OPERATIONS IN THE NORTHWESTERN CORNER OF THE CORPS AO NORTH OF
FSE ARGONNE! AND (CONCURRENTLY) DEFLOY SLEMENTS OF THE 30 MARINE
REGIMENT TO THE LAOTIAN BORDER ASTRIDE HYWAY 926. THE 3D MARINES
MILL THEN SWEEP TO THE EAST ALONG THE HYWAY AND ELIMINATE
EREMY FORCES THAT HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN THE VIETNAMESE SALIENT. IN
THE 10 1ST ABN D1Y AU LANS FOR THE MOVEMENT INTO THE ASHAU VALLEY,
THOUGH DELAYED 3.Y WEATHER, ARE CONTINUING TO BE EXECUTED. 4 SHORT.
BREAK 1 4 THE TEATHER DURING THE AFTERNOON HOURS OF 5 MARCH PER-
AT TED THE DEPLOYMENT OF AN AR VN ARTILLERY BATTERY FROM FS3 GERCH-
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232.6
TO tiG TOWNSEND ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF MACV
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
ZE
T 0 R PHS 3431 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION
1. (TS) ENEMY ACTIONS 351239 MAR 59 TO 171200 MAR 59.

A. ERE Y INITIATIVE IN THE 11T4 STA/XXIV COR PS AREA DURING THE
REFORTING ERIOD CONTINUES TO REFLECT INCREASING ACTIVITY, HODCATING
THE OF GROUND ATTACKS IN THE RELATIVELY NEAR FUTURE. OF
SIGNIFICANCE IS THAT FREQUENT NUMBER OF SMALL CONTACTS FY FRIENDLY
FORCES. HOST OF THESE CONTACTS INVOLVE SIGHTINGS, A RAPIC EX CHAVGE
OF FIRE, AND THE USE OF ARTILLERY TO DISRUPT ENEMY MOVEMENT.
NUM CONSIDERED INDIVIDUALLY, THE CONTACTS ARE RELATIVELY UNIMPORT-
AVT. HONEV ER, THEIR OCCURRANCE OVER THE ENTIRE FRONT CONFIRTS EXIS-
17 EVIDENC E THAT PREPACATIONS FOR PHASE 11 ARE CONTINUING.HTO
DATE, THE ENEMY HAS CONTINUED TO AV012 A MAJOR COMFRONTATION.

3. IN THE C KZ AND THE AREA EDIATELY TO ITS SCUH THERE WAS
-0 INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF ENEMY ATTACKS BY FIRE. OF SOME SIGH-
IFICANCE WAS AN ATTACK AT 351343 HOURS A GAINST C-2, DURING WHICH
FIVE (5) ROUNDS OF 122 ROCKET HERE FIRED. NO CASUALTIES OR
DAMA E. EVERY PERSONNEL `OVEMENT DETECTED KITHIN THE EASTERN
PORTION OF THE DMZ ROSE TO 1-3, ITH A NOTICABLE INCREASE OF TRAFFIC
THROUG THE NHDYZ TOY ARD THE BEN HAI RIVER. ATROLL INC UNITS AND
AD'S ARE ALSO EPORTING A : INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF NEWLY CON-
STRUCTED SUNKER POSITIONS AND RORKET AUNONING SITES, THE 10ST
SIGNIFICANT OF WHICH WAS A COMFLEX LOCATED EY 1/3/14 DARINES iT
YD 953623 ON AR OH. THIS COMPLEX CONSISTED 0 NEWLY CONSTUCTED
EUNCE

S AND CONTAINED A SIXED ASSORTMENT OF ORD NANCE AND FERSON AL
EAR. IN THE VIGINITY OF A-4, THERE WERE THE MINE INSIDENTS INVOLVE
163 A TANK AND AN APO, 30TH CD WHICH AERE DAMAGED. THREE TROAPERS
HERE SLIGHTLY HOUNDED.

O. THE ATTERN IN THE DENEY CANYON 10 REMAINS GENERALLY UNCHANGED
AS 9TH KARINE ELEMENTS POSTURE FOR EXTRACTION F63 CUNNINGHAI "AS
SPELLED T.ITIE (AT 051533 AND 0619.33 HOURS), APC THE RE WERE THO
GROUND CONTACTS JUST NORTH OF THE LAOTIAN BORDER INVOLVING A/179
MARTNES! DURING HIGH 17 NVA WERE KILLED WHILE THE UNIT SUSTAINED
ONE (1) TA. THERE IS SOME INCREASE 13 THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ENEMY
FIRE AGW

NST ELICORITERS THE AREA. INDICATING THAT THE TAPARI!-
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ASED LIST THEA
ALLEY FROM DANANG TO HUE. THIS CONSISTED OF NOT MORE THAN EIGHT (3)
ROUNDS AND RESULTED IN NO DAMAGE OR DELAY OF THE CONVOY/ 5 1/7 VY
NORT. OF DASTOGNE, THE 4/3 AR VN EATTALION DISCOVERED A COMPLEX CON-
TAINING 35 BUNKERS/ THE BUNKERS CONTAINED 200 CHICOM WELMENTS AND
TWL (2) 30 My MORTAR EASE LATES INTHI COASTAL AREA,

VOATED A SMALL RICE CACHE (1203 ES) AND AN INDIVIDUAL NEATON THE
GST SIGNIFI-CANT INDICATION OF INDREASED ENEXY ACTIVITY IN THE 1^1ST
ANN DIVISION AC IS THE APPARENT ATTEINT 3Y THE EVERY TO REAST AGAINST
THE OVE ENT INTO THE ASHAU VALLEY. FSE 3 IRMINGHAM ONOT AGAIN
RECEIVED INDIRECT FIRE CAT 0705 0S HOUR S). ADDITIONALLY, EMPLYEER
E.EMENTS MORKING AT FS3 HHIr WERE SUBJECTED TO A PHOBE BY ENERY
FOR CES ON THE AFTER WOON OF 6 ACOR.
2. (TS) ENEMY INTENTIONS

ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUTTHE REPURTING PERIOD INDICATE THE
FOUNCITING EIETY PTTENTIC IS:

(1) THE ENERY IS INCREASING HIS EFFORT TO UNDERTAKE OFFENSIVE
DPERATI NS IN THE ARCA IMMODIATELY SOUTH OF THE Z.ZZ. THIS IS 12510-
ATED BY THE FREQUENCY OF SIGHTINGS THROUGHOUT THE AREA AND THE
INCREASE IN MOVEMENT IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE D ' Z .

(2) THE EVERY IS DEVELO ING A CAFABILITY TO HARASS THE 9TH
ARINES DURING IE IT'DRAVAL FROM THE DEVEY CANYON AREA. ANTHOUCH

THIS CAPABILITY IS NOT YET CONSIDERED A AJDR THREAT, IT SHO ULC -

PROVE EACH DAY. CONTINUING ADVERSE NEATHER CONDITIONS HAVE THERE-
FORE BECOME A REA i. PROBLEM.

(3) ENERY FOR DES IN THE ASSACHUSETTS STRIKER 0 "I' PROBABLY
JIDERTAK E COUNTE

ACTION AGAINST THE 101ST A3 DIVISION EFFORT. THERE
is SUTE INDIGATION THAT EMERY UNITS MAY BE DEPLOYING TOYARD THE
SOUTHERN FORTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY. IN THIS REGARD, THE THREAT
IS NOT CONSIDERED ARTICULARLY GREAT, BECAUSE THERE ARE NOT SUFFIC-
IEWT ENE.Y SURCES IN THE AREA TO HAVE A MAJOR 1PPACT ON THE
OPERATION/ AS IS THE CASE AITH THE DEWEY CANYON OPERATION, MARGINAL
EATHER IS AFFECTING THE MOMENTUM OF THE 131ST ABA DIV OPERATES

3. (TS) ACTIONS TAKEN AND HOMEDIA TE FUTURE PLANS.
A. PLANS REMAIN UNCHANGED. IN ADDITION TO ONGOING PACIFICATION

OPERATIONS IN THE COASTAL AREA! THE FOUR MAJOR PROJECTED TROOP
DEPLOYMENTS WITHIN THE COR AO INCLUDE: ITHDRAWAL OF THE 9TH
C'AP INES AND AR VN UNITS FRO DEWEY CANYON: DEPLOYMENT OF THE
4TH CARTRES TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE CORPS 10, FSB ARGONNE?
GOVEMENT OF 191ST XN DIVISION/ARVN UNITS INTO THE SOUTHERN ASHAU
VALLEY; AD DE-L.Y.ENT OF ELEMENTS OF THE 30 NACINES TO
THE AUTIAN BORDER (VIC LZ SAIGON AND TOR CH) FOR THE PURPOSE
OF TERDICTIES HYMAY 926 AND DESTROYING ENEXY FORCES THAT HAVE
ENTERED VIETNAM VIA THAT ROUTE/

38/21
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CON F IDE N,T 1 A L MARINA:. CORPS I::.Yi,S ONLY 
FOR C(1C, CODi OS .." 
EXCESS RtCRiATION FUNDS IN COUNTRY (W··l. 
Ao Ole LTR DSB-2:BCK SiR 805691 OF 250cf68. (C-~lC£C) 
S,. CG UlMAr LIR 37/JE.W OVt.R 7210!Z Sb.R .2)18269 CF 30JAN6S 

( C'" M CE 0) ( N 01 AU ,'. 
1,.. ee) REF' A Ri!..QUiSTl:.D AN eXAMINATION OF .THE FEASIEILITY OF RE·rURr~ .. 
1 NG UNCONi'Hl'TcD RECREAT ION F UNO 5 H~LD' BY II I MA F UN IT S TO THE 

. t1ARCORPS CENTRAL RECRt.AT ION FUND" BY Ri!:F 5~ CG III MAl' CONCURR~ 
ED, SUBJECT TO TH£ CONDITION IHAIFUNDS Rt.TURNr.D BE £ARMARKED 
FOR FUTURe USE OF THOSE. U~lTSRi:.Li:.ASING FUNDS .. CG HI MAl' 
FURTHE.R RECO;V}(1E.NDi!.O THAT ONe. FULL C;:UARTtR~S DIVIDEND OF NINE 
DOLLARS PERMAN, 8E Rf..TAINiiD bY .'!.ACHUNII.:·IN ORDER TO'PROVIDE 
ADEQUATE FUNDS FOR CURRt..NT RliCRA:.AIION· PROGRM1S IN COUNTRYG 
20 (C) THIS HQ~ INT"RPOSE..S NO CBJ2.CTIONS T'O THB. RETURN OF 

P.\GE Twa RUHHFMA0886 C 0 NF I 0 i:. N'1: I A L MeeO 
i:.i{";E.SS R£C:RiiAT ION FUNDS TO· TMl:. C2.NTRAL RECRc.AT ION FUND ?RO~ 
VID>i.D THAI THOSE CONDITIONS l~orclJ ASGVl!: A~'D THe FOLLOVJING ARE 
OB£i:.RVEOY . 

A~ THERI~ SHOLJ1..D BE NO ur~DUi:. RESTRIctIONS AS TO FUTURE 
W ITHD.'1AWALS OF THE. FUNDS BY COMMANDS RiTURNING THEMo TIMELY 
NOTICt. OF INTENT TO WITHDRA~J iNOULD bt!. Nc.CU;SARY hUT FUNDS 
SHOULD 01HERWIS£ BE: AVAILABLe. FOR 'WITHDRAtvAL ON RE.COMM£NDATION 
OF' Rf.SPECI XVi!. Ri:.CRt.AT ION COUNCILS AND SlJB.Sc.GlUi:.NT Cor1MAr~D APPROVALo 

8,. .1 iiE· I NIT rAL A NO SUBS)!. QUI:. NT AMOUNT oS TO EE Ri: T UR NED 
SHO ULD Be. D£T i:.RM I NcD BY I!.ACH I ND IV ID UAL CQi-IMAND ADM! NISI ER ING 
A RECREJ.\.\' ION FUNDo ,. 

Co PERIODIC STATl!.{I'Jr..NTS oF' R.c.:Sc.RVe.S Hi!:LD BY THi C£NTRAL 
MARCClRPS '-.REC FUND SHOULD hi. PRovIDE.D TO THE CONTRIBur.t~G COM~lAND, 
SUT' SUCH Bi~SE.RV&:.S SHOULD Nor BI:. Ri:.PORTA:.DAS ASSETS OF IN COUNTRY 
R E.CREAT 10 N fUND So.. , 

Do IN VltEW OF THE. iXTi..ND.aD !,IM&£ PERIOD DURING WMICH CURRENT 
&:.XCESSE~ Wt~JU. GE.NiRATi:;D 9 AND OF. THe. NATUR£,·.AND FUNCTICNOF THE 
C.f:.NTRAL MAFtCOR?SRi.CRiAT ION FUND, NO .OBJECT ION WOULD 8E RAISED 
BY THIS HQS IF INTiR"SI i.ARNINGS ON RESliRVE.S We.RE RETAINill BY 

THAT FUNDo -L 2-' CONFIDENTIAL 
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FM CG FMFPAC
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INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF

BT
C 0 N F D E MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR CMC, CODE DS
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS IN COUNTRY (U)
A. CMC LTR DSB-2:BCK SER 805 69 1 OF 250CT68. (C-MCEC)
B. CG III MAF LTR 37/JEW OVER 7308 SER 018269 C F 30JAN69

(C-MCE O) (NOTAL)
1. (C) REF A REQUESTED AN EXAMINATION OF THE FEASIBILITY OF RETURN
ING UNCOMMITTED RECREATION FUNDS HELD BY III MAF UNITS TO THE
MARCOR PS CENTRAL RECREATION FUND. BY REF b, CG III MAF CONCURR-
ED s SUBJECT TO THE CONDITION THAT FUNDS RETURNED BE EARMARKED
FOR FUTURE USE OF THOSE UNITS RELEASING FUND S. CG III MAF
FURTHER RECOMMENDED THAT ONe FULL QUARTER'S DIVIDEND OF NINE
DOLLARS PER MAN, BE RETAINED by EACH UNIT : IN ORDER TO PROVIDE
ADEQUATE FUNDS FOR CURRENT RECREATION PROGRAMS IN COUNTRY.
2. (C) THIS HQS INTERPOSES NO OBJECTIONS TO THE RETURN OF

PAGE TWO RUHHFMA0886 L. A L MCEO
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS TO THE CENTRAL RECREATION FUND PRO-
VIDED THAT THOSE CONDITIONS NOT ABOVE AND THE FOLLOWING ARE
OBSERVED:

A. THERE SHOULD BE NO UNDUE RESTRICTIONS AS TO FUTURE
IT HDRAWALS OF THE FUNDS BY COMMANDS RETURNING THEM. TIMELYW

NOT ICE OF INTENT TO WITHDRAW WOULD BE NECESSARY BUT FUNDS
SHOULD OTHERWISE BE AVAILABLE FOR WITHDRAWAL ON RECOMMENDATION
OF RESPECTIVE RECREATION COUNCILS AND SUB-SEQUENT COMMAND APPROVAL.

B. THE INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT AMOUNTS T.O BE RETURNED
SHOULD BE DETERMINED BY EACH INDIVIDUAL COMMAND ADMINISTERING
A RECREATION FUND.

Co PERIODIC STATEMENTS OF RESERVES HELD BY THE CENTRAL
MARCORPS REC FUND SHOULD BE PROVIDED TO THE CONTRIBUTING COMMAND,
BUT SUCH RESERVES SHOULD NOT BE REPORTED AS ASSETS OF IN COUNTRY
RECREATION FUNDS.

D. IN VIEW OF THE EXTENDED TIME PERIOD DURING WHICH CURRENT
EXCESSES WERE GENERATED, AND OF THe NATURE AND FUNCTION OF THE
CENTRAL MARCORPS RECREATION FUND, .OBJECTION WOULD BE RAISED
BY THIS HQS IF INTEREST EARNINGS ON RESERVES WERE RETAINED BY
THAT FUND.
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o 86HH~1z ZYH ZfF-l 
,." GE M ~~8ft MIS COMUSM. CV 
TO GEM !~OWN at 7THAF 
AO' Z tJ1wrAlr CO~NAVFORV 
GEN '" LOREN 0 CG USAR V . 
CEW CUSHMAN Ol III PfAF 
GEN Sf IL,WELL CG X*;lV Q)R PS 
GEN PE~iS CG I Ffv 
GEN t(ER~'IN CG II FfV . 
GE N E Cf<u4R-QT S AIV ·(DR PS 
IE, & . 

SEC R 'I;: T tUC 2915 EYES Ott,.y 
, WE JUV£ R~ae:lVEO FIRM INrELLIGENC£ THAT THE ENEMY flAYS TO 
" ATTACK !;e: c. l AD\O AN) M1S PART Y DUn NG HIS VISIT HERE. TJ£J\E 

ARE lNOltCATIONS THAT T}£ EEMY ·HAS Kf«}WLEOGE OF TfE SEtRET1RY·S 
IT INERAFtY. '. . 

PLEA~~ PREPARE AN) SLBMll' TO ~ ASAP AN AL.TERNATE: SCHED U.E 
FOR T*'IE:SECRETARY·S VISIT TO AREAS UNJER YO.lR J"RlSOtCTlON. 
THIS AlliER NATE SCHEOt.Lt ,WILL CHANGE, T tE T I~£S AWA..ACES 
Of VIsn:s NOW SCHEOtLEO. THlS RE.VISEO SCHEOU,.E WILL BE Q..OSEL Y 
HELD ANt)·WILL 8E ON A STR Icrt Y NOFOflN BASIS. YOu '1ILl BE 
ADVISED;: AS TO WJ£N TO IMFlEMENr T}£ REVISED SCHEOlLE AR) WHEN 
TO INfOfl~ eV'l AurHORIf,lES.-ttIS OESlt\EO THAT THIS BE AT TJ£ 
LAST P()~;SIBLE"10~Nr. fl.E:ASE AOvISE WHAT Tl£lATEST FRACTlCABlE 
T 1'1E CA I~ BE... - . .. 

'OF YOJ.U~ItL INS~ETHATALl POSSIBLE STEPS. ARiJ~ i~ ~lEcr 
THE SE'CJ\ETAftv AND HJ[;AI\!:;t 0 m tfiG RIS VISlI TCLVOUi 'AREA:: 
r"'='f'OR l:ElI ew1i1~N . . - .HE TIME . Aft}ft.. ACE 0 f T HE fR ESENT AT 10 N 
OF' THE FRESIOE(fIAL UNIT CIT"T ION Wn.L NOT R PI' NOT BE CHANGED. 

SSG NOT!E: on. IVER. OlJ\ ING our Y HOlRS 
PRE CEOENCE FOR 1R ANSM ISSI0 N o It. y 

NNNN 
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0 0618182 ZYH ZFF- 1

FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
TO GEN BROWN 8 7TM AF
ADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFOR V
GEN MILOREN D CG USAR V
GEN CUSHMAN CG III MAF
GEN ST IL WELL CG XXIV COR PS
GEN PEERS CG I FFV
GEN KERWIN CG II FFV
GEN ECKHARDT SA IV COR PS
ZE
SE C E T MAC 2905 EYES ONLY

WE HAVE RECEIVED FIRM TELLIGENCE THAT THE ENEMY PLANS TO
ATTACK SEC. LAIRD AND HIS PART Y DURING HIS VISIT HERE. T HERE
ARE INDICAT IONS THAT THE ENEMY HAS KNOWLEDGE OF THE SECRETARY'S
IT INERARY.

PLEASE PREPARE AND SUBMIT TO TE ASAP AN ALTERNATE SCHEDULE
FOR THE SECRETARY'S VISIT TO AREAS UNDER YOUR JURISDICTIION.
THIS ALTERNATE SCHEDULE WILL CHANGE THE TIMES AND PLACES
OF VISITS NOW SCHEDULED. THIS REVISED SCHEDULE WILL BE LOSELY
HELD AND WILL BE UN A STRICTLY NOFOR N BASIS. YOU WILL BE
ADVISED AS TO WHENTO IMPLEMENT THE REVISED SCHED LLE AND WHEN
TO INFORM GVN AUTHOR IT IES. IT IS DESIRED THAT THIS BE AT THE
LAST POSSIBLE MOMENT. PLEASE AD VISE WHAT THE LATEST R ACT I CABLE
TIME CAN BE

YOU WILL INSURE THAT ALL POSSIBLE STEPS ARE TAKEN TO PROTECT
THE SECRETARY AND HIS PART Y D IR ING HIS VISIT TO YOUR AREA

FOR GEN CUSHMAN ONLY - THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE PRESENTATION
OF THE PRESIDENT IAL UNIT CIT AT ION WILL NOT RPT NOT BE CHANGED.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
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e· • 
G 7; 7"i-7/iZ Z 'y H Z FF - 1 
F,~ :CL 3UIL I CI, J5 lJS'~: A cr :iA I 
TO LTGEN CU5!-f4Ai..J" CG" III ;<iAF . ,~~ 

, Z E 1';1 ~ -; .... :, '. • 
G 0 NFl DEN T I ALB N K 06~ 5 E YE S 0 Nl Y 
1. ~}E ARE PLE ASED TOLE AR N OF YO LR VISIT TO T HAIL AND AND EAGERL Y 
A\'?AIT YOU~, ARRIVAL. HiFOR}1AL ARRANGEt1ENrS HAVE BEEN r.1ADE TO 
INCLUJE NOT iFICAT ION OF T HAl AND US .OFFICIALS. . 
2. PER l'i~Y DISCuSS 10 N iHT H YO LR A IDE YESTER.DA Y, CERT AI N 

,INFOR:1ATION IS ~EQUIREO TO FINALIZE ARRANGEMENTS. HE IS 
At'IARE OF THE REUUIRD1ENf FOR A FRONT CHANNEL I'1ESSAGE TO PKOVID2 
ESSEl\ffIAL INFOR~~ATIONTO FINALIZE NECESSARY ARRANGE!"IENrS. THAI 
DROT 0 CAL R E QUIR E1'1E NT 5 NOR ~'1ALL Y 0 I cr ATE A CALL ON THE C1 N'C 
ROYAL THJU NAVY FRIOR TO A CALL ON THE a)f.HqANOANf~ RTI1'C. ~lAcrHAI 
pROTOCAL ~'1AY SCHEOLLE A CALL ON CDMUSNACfHAI AND THE LS 
M1BASSAOIJR OR HIS RE ~ESENr AT lYE. CINC RT N FREFERS \rHiITE 
UNIFORM FOR CALL S. SS" A" IS NORmALL Y UNI FORm FOR CALLS UpON 
CO:!H1ANDANr RTMC. IvlILL TELtXlN ASR..ANS DEVELOP. FROBABLY 
RT'MC t.;:ILl HOST' A L uN Q-{EO N AT SATT ANI P. 
3. us MARINE OFFICERS AND THEIR LADIES ARE FREPARED AND vJOlLD 
BE HONORED TO HOsr A roCKfAlL DINNER PARTY IN YOLR HONOR 
SUBJECT TO YOLR PERSONAL DESIRES ON THE EVENING OF 12 ~1ARCH. , 
4. CAPT. P.G. eYE USN" CHIEF OF NAG IS VISIT ING RT N HQS 
TODAY RELATIVE TO YOLR VISIT AND THAT OF GEN'BUSE ON 17 MAR. 
5.. YO lJi DE SIRE S A,qE RE QUESTED REL AT! VE TO BR IE FI NGS, TO LR S, 
SHOPP lNG, ET C. . , . ~ 

6. SLGGEsr~ "PRESENfOS" FOR CINe AND aHj~1ANDA.NT. LIGHTERS 
FOR DEPIJry'cor1MANDAIIJT AND CIS • . fil. tv. J. ZARD, C!..RRENTLY 
IN YOLR· CO;'iMAND CAPABLE OF FROVlOING A13RIEFING ON RT'r1C AS 
HE \IIAS ONLY RECEHfLY DETACHED AS AOVISOR TO THAT ORGANIZATION 
7. WIT H GRE AT R. ES PE CT Ar\D ~~ AR \'1 REGARD S. C. F. QUIl I C1 
GP-4 

'sso NOTE: 

NNNN 

PRE CEDENO:: FOR TR A'NSM ISS10 i~ Dr\L Y; 
DEL l\£R 0 UU NG 0 ill Y HO LR S 

DECLASSIFIED 
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0 373500Z ZYK ZFF 1

F CCL QUILICI, J5 USMACT HAI
TO LTGEN CUSHHAN, CG, III MAF
ZEM
CONFIDENTI A L BNK 0635 EYES ONLY
1. WE ARE PLEASED TO LEARN OF YOUR VISIT TO THAILAND AND EAGERLY
AWAIT YOUR ARRIVAL. INFORMAL ARR ANGE MENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO
INCLUDE NOT IF ICATION OF.THAI AND US OFFICIALS.
2. PER MY DISCUSSION WITH YOUR AIDE YESTERDAY, CERTAIN
INFORMATION IS REQUIRED TO FINALIZE ARR ANGEMENTS. HE IS
AWARE OF THE REUUIREMENT FOR A FRONT CHANNEL MESSAGE TO PROVIDE
ESSENT IAL INFORMATION TO FINALIZE NE CESSARY ARR ANGEMENTS. THAI
PROTOCAL REQUIREMENTS NORMALLY DICTATE A CALL ON THE CINC
ROYAL THAI NAVY PRIOR TO A CALL ONT H E CO MMAND ANT RTMC. MACTHAI
PROTOCAL MAY SCHEDULE A CALL ON COMUSMA CT HAI AND THE us
AMBASSADOR OR HIS RE GRESENT AT I VE. CINC RTN PREFERS WHITE
UNIFORM FOR CALLS. SS "A" IS NORMALLY UNIFORM FOR CALLS UPON
COMMANDANT RTMC. I WILL TELOON AS PLANS DEVELOP. PROBABLY
RTMC WILL HO ST A LUNCHEON AT SATTAHIP.
3. US MARINE OFFICERS AND THEIR LADIES ARE PREPARED AND WOULD
BE HONORED TO HOST A 00 CKT A IL DINNER PART Y IN YOUR HONOR
SUBJECT TO YOUR PERSONAL DESIRES ON THE EVENING OF 12 MAR CH.
4. CAPT. P.G. DYE USN, CHIEF OF NAG IS VISITING RT N HQS
TODAY RELATIVE TO YOUR VISIT AND THAT OF GEN B USE ON 17 MAR.
5. YOUR DESIRES ARE REQUESTED RELATIVE TO BRIEFINGS, TOURS,
SHOPPING, ETC.
6. SUGGEST. "PRESENTOS" FOR CINC AND COMMANDANT . LIGHTERS
FOR DEPUTY COMMANDANT AND C/S. OOL. W. J. ZARO, CURRENTLY
IN YOUR COMMAND CAPABLE OF PROVIDING A BRIEFING ON RTMC AS
HE WAS ONLY RECENTLY DETACHED AS AD VISOR TO THAT ORGANIZATION
7. WITH GREAT RESPECT AND WARM REGARDS. C. F. QUILICI
GP-4

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSIO N ONLY;
DELIVER D I R I NG DUTY HOURS
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Ct-:EOF TWO Cpt;1)lUOr;5. iji\ryER CONDITION At REtALIATION tsOnOER£O 
I; EDIA1ELY. Uii)Ui: CONDITIONS. RETAL!ATICk~ 1'S OR'JERED AT A SPECD'I:En 
t1 E ALl.OW! l~~ ADVANCE PRiPARATION. DUR4TION OFTHS Of'ERArIOOS UWER 
EI'D<iR CON!)I'nO~~ IS S-5 nAY s. 

A~ CQr'J1.)ItfOi,j A:, I.EREIAtIATI(J~ IS ORDERED WI1HOUTWARNIl6., ARTIL-
LERY C\1RENll:..Y n~ posttlON WIu.. EXECU'lt A PfOSRA OF PREPLANNED fIRES 

:>i~,J6A I ro T ~~ 01$ ~:~D SmP E.C T ARtI llERY P OS1 TI ONS, ROC I<£t P OSITl ONS AND 
>"'A,O nup~ lSAsm O~'-1 PRESENTIARGETHQ..OlrGS, tm: Pff)GRA C~ BE 

•. -:CQPLETltD IN AP POOle I ATELv FOUR HOOFS. ,CONe lRRENT Wl1H THE EXE-
C.utrOi~ OF THI ARTILLERY ?R)GR~l 11IlL BE tHE I ,tDIATE 'f)l VERSION OF 

• 'DlC AIR 10 Pf(£P1.A)!M:;) 1AR(~eTS pRil/HED BY XXIV CCRPS. AN I 'EDl ATE 
R£Q UEST !'OR ARCl..l(:l~ T.SftHKf.S ~1I l.L BE 5$ 1 nEl) IPW PRI <RITIES P RE­
V rous.. YZ~r~:eLI t.lCC.') W! 1M 11,1 AFAND J2, ACV. TKE P mGRA VI I U. BE 
L, ED lA1;:LYFCLtOt'lEiJ BY EXEC un OI~ OF re fEDUl.ED F IRES ON AN EXP ANDED 

I
I, !t\RGET B.'\£HEf 1;11 1H COi'~TI N.! :E'~G E PJ;\S IS ON cOUNtERBAT!ERY IROCl£T/AA/SA 

SI1E S MJ"1 SIJPpm,-! i6 I ~s 'lAl.LA!I ONS. tlGF SH IPS SHOU ~ BE ORDtHE!) TO 
FCRWARl) SU?lP!1iT ,~Ri:AS F CR Ha"EGRAtI Oi~ nrro THE ARTILl.ERY F lRE PLANS. 
1\\)0lTIffiHl. irnTI i.1.2:..:Y u;:cr. 1$ tJI U. BE OR~ERE!) TO OVE INTO FORWARD 

r FSBt s. AS 1"'ff: F IflBT')Ar·UGJ11"?ERIODSI$~QI£NT 1'0 }i-HOUR PillS 12 
I IJ) PIDAC HiS,·~'" ii£S WI U. BE C(ll~CEKTRATE.n ON itA tARGETS FORP LRPOSES OF 

HAK SUPPRE$51C;\; tOFAClLIYit'tE 9JBSEQlE~~T Y!P;YUGH! A£RII4.. OB5RVATION. 
co Et~ CE5 1ff r l:J-S l' )A Y U Cii 1', AR1'Y t It AC AND Nt: F oaS!:RVERS ~H 11. C tLl.. 
IN ANDPDJU;,ST il;~i25 O~ TARG2!S OF OF ?CRTU Nl Tf • CONe LRRENT ClD!E AIR 
S1R IRES ~:';); ax Yzr aT t ssnn;'s 'ui I iL't3Z '1)lfEC1E1) ON SEL~C1E'l)TAReErs. 
nu: PM1t:R!'~'OF t~IGHrrl EUN)BS::l!V£D SCl£OOlln FlRES AND BO BUG. AND 

, C7 DAYUGWri os S::ttVEJ F tICS ~'I I'K Cth~CUiRENT TAC AIR 5THl ~s WI1.L· l,n/I') 
COOl n NUE RJh l}' Z 'J UfATl 00 OF 'l"'H 2 CP mAtI 00. ,'-' 
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MAFF LTGEN STILWELL CG XXIV CORP S
TO LIGEN C USH AN CG III AF

1106482mma

ZE
SECRETPB $438 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: RETALISTORY ATTACK BY FIRE INDIZ ( S)
REF : A. III AF EO DTG b5221 AR 69 is

B. ACV 27 55 EO DTG 242 237 2 AR 69 (S)
1. (U) THISNESSAGE IS IN REPLY TO THE REQUIRE ENTS OF REFERENCED
SSAGES.

2. (S) CONCEPT OF OPERATION. THE OP ERATION WILL BE CONDUCTED UNDER
ONE OF TWO CONDITIONS UNDER CONDITION A, RETALIATION IS ORDERED
I ED IATELY. UNDER COND ITI ON 8, RETALIATION IS ORDERED AT A SPECIFIED
TI E ALLOWING ADVANCE P REP ARATION. DURATION OF THE OP ERATIONS UNDER
EITHER CONDITION IS 3-5 DAYS.

A. CONDITION A: IF RETALIATION IS ORDERED WI THOU T WARNING, ARTIL-
LERY CURRENTLY IN P OS ITI # ON WILL EXECUTE A P HOGRA OF REPLANNED FIRES
AGAINST KNOWN AND SUSPECT ARTILLERY POSITIONS, ROCKET POSITIONS AND
A 0 DUPS BASED ON PRESENT TARGET HOLDINGS, THE P ROGRA CAN BE
CO PLETED IN AP PROXI ATELY FOUR HOURS. C ONC URRENT WITH THE EXE-
CUTIC OF THE ARTILLERY PROGRA WILL BE THE I EDIATE DIVERSION OF
TAC AIR TO PREPLANNED TARGETS PROVIDED BY XXIV C ORP S. AN I EDIATE
REC UEST FOR ARCLIGHT STRIKES WILL BE SUB ITTED IAW PRI ORITIES P RE-

VIOUSLY ESTABLI SHED WITH III AF AND J2, ACV. THE PROGRA WILL BE
ED LATELY FOLLOWED BY EXECUTIO ON OF SC HEDULED F IRES ON AN EXP ANDEDI.

TARGET BAS & WI TH CONTINI ING E PHAS IS ON COUNTERBATTERY /ROC TTAA/SA
SITES AND SUPPORTING INS TALLATI ONS. NGF SHIPS SHOU BE ORDERED TO
FORWARD SUPPORT AREAS FOR INTEGRATION INTO THE ARTILLERY FIRE PLANS.
ADD ITIONAL ARTILLERY UNITS WILL BE ORDERED TO OVE INTO FORWARD
FSE'S AS TYE FIRST DAYLIGHT PERIOD SIB E E I ENT TO H-NOUR PWS 12
AP PROAC NES, For RES WILL BE CONCENTRATED ON AA TARGETS FOR P IRPOSES OF
FLAK SUPPRES SION TO FACILITATE SUBSED UENT DAYLIGHT AERI AL OB SERVATI ON.
CC ENCIG AT FIRST DAYLIGHT, ARTY, F AC AND NEF 0B SERVERS WILL C ALL

IN AND ADJUST FIRES ON TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY. CONCIRRENT CLO SE AIR
STR IKES AND S(YEF OT ISSIONS WILL DIRECTED ON SELECTED TARGETS.
THE PATTERN OF NIGHTITI E UNDB SERVED SCHEDULED F IRES AND 80 B ING, AND

OF DAYLIGHT 08 SERVED F IRES WI TH CONC URRENT TAC AIR STRIKES WILL
19(1)
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B. CONDlfior TJ.: IF n£TAL!.4T10:-: IS ORjERE!' WIm Ar)iJ(;NCEWAR' \;lA 
FUlL rEP W YE:~ r Or' ARTY CAN BE AC HlEVED IN A I Nt 0 "?if a HO IRS A 1) 
~ ~iX I U Oji 24 ~WUi'5 JEPEt'mltli O~:' THE II E 'OF DAY N'OTl Cf IS RECEIVED. 
fLL AtTACKs.:\nu.ro E;';C£ AT H-HQJfi, 19lJ0 HOURS ON r)-OAY. ARTY AND 
NGF SHl?SWU.l DEPLDY TO F:a'S ANO F~'SO~l ;")-DAY. ARTYVJIlL BE IN 
POSITION i~L1r 15Z'~HRS AND!l:GF SMlPSNLT lao0HRS.'FOO 1S60MOURS. 
D-DAY 'fO DAYU l3!-( 't ON ;) P UJ S 1 , 'ARTY AND NSF WILL EXEC tirE SC J£DU ttl! 
ums 9:R"oJ ill ~~ Iflli:S C (h\\C UMEt,:r WI m ',3: DIU, AND H IGN At T I 1U 1E ARC UG HT / 

'SKYSPOT ID E~Im. TAe A,IR P~PLANNE) TARGETS WILL BE PffiVlfEDBY XXIV 
em? S. PRI an 'f'( Or F IREs THE: F IRS! NIGH T \iI LL BE ON ARTY ~OCl£T/AA/ 
SA FOSIn m:·s A:; I) AD ;)trp"s.-A5=A~FLACK S'IPPi£S Sierf ,£ASUf£" 'to' tAO 1-
UTATE ~iHjrJ.. OBSi!RV:ATtON,tHElNI:n:NSITY OF FlRESON ,KIDWN AND rus­
PEe T M TAiHU;'tS leI U. He ~AS E AS DAY U GH T AP pmAC J£S. CO ENe INS AT 
OU'UGH'f, A~tl'Y MW h{2F OSStRVERS WIll. CPLl Fl1£5 ON TARGETS OF OP­
PtRTu~d1Y. l:nNCurltEi~T CtDSE AIRSlRI"}€S WILLBt AOE ON $lEC1E!) TAR .. 
(£T5. A 51 ]flAH PATTERK OFNIGHTANo ;)AYUGHT Flmm-" WIll. CONTINJE 
FtR SUBsm uj~\ r 24, ~R PEU IDS, t:JI7'l{ !HE TYPfS OF TARGETS BEl W EXP A~i)-
ED 10 ALL ~~ ~ Y 1 r-B TALLA l' I Oi: S. ' " 
3. (5) rowe 1~ RZ~ UI:era 

, A. Xl( IV (;C:RP"5 :11'S au nc ES I, I 

(J}cO:J~}~nc:~ ~\: 1£; ITIAl.lY, us AnT.rU.EHY !.'ILL CQ\;srsr OF TWO 
115 G U:\$ • 1M IT:2I~' :~ tt E eli I 1ZEn t 'f~tjO 1 '::;Pi'; H Q.lJ11Z1:R AND 0 ~JE 1 05 H ru-

,,-I1LEJL ~J1';:il! FS. ":,.~tL-C.O,4'"lA.r,I-tt'.1-~ ~t';i11:I~R-Y, QJ;J.r:S'r-rro [~I-n-OOAL" 
HfAVY B~lTiJfI EE ~;l U. 3': AD~i:;; FeR?, IOTAL. or TEN HOvJ11Zin BATTERIES. 

"(?,) C(x~D;lnO~ B: USAn!IU.:Z;~tY WIll. CONSIST OF THREE 1'0 . GtN, 
FOUR g H~ H' h OlJ I 1'ZL~, tWO 1:r Ii OJ/I !lEft" At..l!l ON~ 1 05 H G1ITZER 
&TTERIFS. ' 

B. ~DIY1()\.;AL iCSOOr,CliS }?EClJlr~:) OurSliE XXIV coops: 
(D ~-A;U\~. GUNF LE SLPPa:1T. (tl i-l U OF Or~E BATTL~HI P/CRU ISER 

AND Olq~ J!SlROYS1 ARZ .ol6' Th:E:J Fat CONJUCf. 01 nfE OPffiATION. TO FA­
elL! TAT;;;: TAis311.'i' PlANN ING f If IS i:EQ l£SliD nun ~ BATTLESH lP /Cal 15R 
BE KEPT 0.( ~A!IC:'! OfF n;E i) 1: C~~S1' At ALL 'n ES. DESmOYffiS Al..OI.\t'E, 
to Nor HAilE 'FL: f.nil: CllPl6lLITf NECESSlRY FOR THIS TyrEOF ormAtION. 

(2) TAC' JHi4 RE:CO £~u APPiOXI ATELY 20~ TAe ,All? SORTIES FOR THE 
FIRST 24 ~!OUiiS OF THE (j?ERATIO~S AN!) 151 san'I ES DAILY THEREAFTER. 
FURTIHR ("\ECO ZNlJfHAT' TWO-TH rR'.l.S Of THE. DAILY ALL.OCtrrICfi BE CCWDUC!-
ED OURI N3 1ltl¥U owr AND OF THlS E 513 P iRC~T BE CO BAT 51( lSPO! ,qC:l) 
S1Rl XES. 
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B. CONDITION B: IF RETALIATI IS ORDERED WITH ADVANCE WARNING,
FULL DEPLOYENT OF ARTY CAN BE ACHIEVED IN A IN U OF 8 HOURS AND
A RXIU CF 24 HOURS DEP ENDI NG 0₦ THE TI E OF DAY NOTICE IS RECEIVED.
ALL ATTACKSVILL 8 ENCE AT H-HOUR, 1900 HOURS ON D-DAY. ARTY AND
NGF SHIPS WILL DEPLOY TO FB'S AND FSA'S ON D-DAY. ARTY WILL BE IN
POSITION NLT 152 0 HRS AND NGF SHIPSNLT 1 800 HRS. F 80 1980 MOURS
D-DAY TO DAYLIGHT ON D PLUS1, ARTY AND NGF WILL EXECUTE SCHEDULED
UNDB SERVED F IRES CONCURRENT WITH EDIU AND HIGH ALTI TU DE ARCLIGHT/
SKYSPOT ED BIIB. TAC AIR PREPLANNED TARGETS WILL BE PROVIDED BY XXIV
CORPS. PRICRITY OF F IRES THE F IRST NIGHT WILL BE ON ARTY ROCKET/AA/
SA POSITIONS AND A 0 DU P'S AS A FLACK SIP PRES SI ON EASURE TO FACI-
LITATE AERIA 0B SERVATION, THE I NTENS ITY OF 'RES ON K NOW N AND SU S-

PEC T AA TARGETS WILL INCREASE AS DAYLIGHT APPROACHES. CO ENC ING AT
DAYLIGHT, ARTY AND NGF 0B SERVERS WILL CALL F IRES ON TARGETS OF OP -
PORTUMITY. CON CURRENT C LOSE AIR STRIKES WILL BE ADE ON SELECTED TAR-
GETS. A SI LAR PATTERN OF NIGHT AND DAYLIGHT F IRI NG WILL CONTINUE
FOR SUBSEC UNIT 24 FR PERIODS, VI TH THE TYPES OF TARGETS BEING EXP AND-
E TO ALL ENSY INS TALLATIONS.
3. (5) FORCES REC UIRED:

A. XX IV CORP S RESOURCES
(1) CONDITION A: INITIALLY, US ARTILLERY WILL CONSIST OF TWO

175 GUNS, THREE s" MONITEER, TWO 1 35 HOMINES AND ONE 105 HOW-
ITZER BATTERIES. UPO. CO PETION OF ARFILLERY 94CS, TWO ADDITIONAL
HEAVY BATTERIES WILL 32 ADDED F OR 4 TOTAL OF TEN HOWI IZER BATTERIES.

(2) CONSITION B: US ARTILLERY WILL CONSIST OF THREE 175 G UN,
FOUR 8 INCH NOM TZER, TWO 1 55 HOWI TER AND ONE 105 HOWITZER
BATTERIES.

B. ADD ITIONAL RESOURCES REQUIRED OUTSIDE XXIV CORPS:
1) NAVAL GU NF 1L.E SUP PORT. A IN U OF ONE BATTLESHI P/C RU ISER

AND ONE DESTROYER ARE DESIRED F OR CONDUCT OF THE OP ERATION. TO FA-
C ILI TATE TARGET PLANN ING, IT IS REQ ESTED THAT A BATTLESH IP /CRUISER
BE KEPT ON STATION OFF THE i) Z COAST AT ALL TI ES. DES TROYERS ALONE
DO NOT HAVE THE F RE CAP AB ILI ITY NECES SARY FOR THIS TYPE OF OP ERATION.

(2) TAC AIR. RECO END AP PROXI ATELY 200 TAC AIR SORTIES FOR THE
FIRST 24 HOURS OF THE OP ERATIONS AND 1 50 SORTIES DAILY THEREAFTER.
FURTHER RECD END DHAT TWO-TH IRDS OF THE DAILY ALLOCATION BE CONDUCT-
ED DURI NG DAYLIGHT AND OF THESE 50 PERCENT BE C O BAT SK YSP OT (2)
STRIKES.

19(2)
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(3) ARC LIGHT. TEN ISSIONS PER DAY.
(4) PHOTO INTERPRETATION. REGIES F PHOTOGRAP HIC COVERAGE OF THE

AREA OF OPERATIONS TWI CE DAILY D URI NG THE OPERATION. FOR AN OPERATION
CONDUCTED WITH ADVANCE WARNING, REO US T AREA PHOTOS 48 HOURS AND 24
HOURS PRIOR TO M-HOUR.

(5) CO UNICATIONS. INSTALLATION OF ONE EACH HDX TTY CIRCUIT
FRO III AF VC J OD LLE (PHOTO INTERP CENTER) TO 1 08TH FAG CBIC.
DETAILED CO UNCATION REQUESTS WILL BE FORWARDED BY SEPARATE ES-
SAGE.

(6) AVIATION AND NGF SPOTTERS. REQ IES T 1 ST ANGLI 8 PROVINE THREE
SPOTTER S FOR ADJUSTENT OF NGF. REQUEST III AF PROVINE S FFIC I ENT
AIRCRAFT TO KEEP ONE NGF OB SERVER IN THE AIR DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS.

(7) ARTILLERY A U MI TI ON. ARTY A U MI TI ON REQUIRE ENTS WILL BE
FORWARDED BY SEP'ARATE ES SAGE THROUGH T LOG CHANNELS.
4. (S) FIRE SUPPORT COOKO INATION. F IRE SUP PORT COORDINATION WILL
BE IN ACCORDANCE WI TH ACV DIRECTIVE 95-1. C OORDINATION WILL BE
AF FEC TED THED UGH DASC-V AND 73 AF LNO (JAZZY) AT DONG HA.
5. (S) A DETAILED OPLAN TO INC LUDE F IRE PLANS IS BEING P REP ARED
AND COORDIMITED AT THISTI 3. UPON PROVAL OF THE CONCEPT BY YOUR
HEAD QUARTERS, THE FIAN WILL BE PIBLISHED AND D IS TRI BUTED TO ALL
AGENCIES CONCERNED.
GP-4

19(3)SSO NOTE: DELIVER I EDIATELY
90 2
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~71241Z:- ZYt-' ZFFB3 
f'~ LTG $11 LV~EU.. ~ XX I V COR iC S 
TO LTC Cl1SH)1AN ~ II f ~1AF 
1Nf0 GEN ABRAMS OOMUSMACV 
"ft'"M '" -c;, ">l 
,~~ . ~ . 

TO' ;;. S [:' eRE T rtH3 04;, EYES o Nt, Y 
StB JE or f 's IT E fOR ?R£ Sf:: f\fT A: T I Ort 0 f f~UG 
REF: A. COMUS~1A CV ,,61318Z fTi AR 69 (S). 

B. GG tIl MAr (:}o0246z ft1AR 69 (S) "'ASEe. 

• 

1- HTHE ·mUG INAP AP?ROVED 11 1f\IERAR Y fOR SECOEF IN 
NtCTZ tNCLtoED VtStT/BRfEF1J\'G BY GENERAL Tf1VOm AM) 
1ST ACVN REG' MENT AT FSB NANCY I --
2. SUB SEOUEI\ITi:..y, WE tEARf\ED THAT SE~EF VISIT WOULO 
9E THE OCiCAS1:.>O~~ FOR ?RESE~rr AT tON OF ~uc TO THE 1ST ARV!\I 
OlVISION. BECAUSE: OF TtE TRANSOEfinE,.,rrtNPORTANCE OF 
THI S AWAR.D I N VfET~~AMES£ EY ES, GENE'~A!... TRUO~ 
SfRO"''GLY ~RECO':tIIE~I!)EO, A "D I CONCUR~E.O ,STHAT LOCALE SHOULD 
9:: CHAfl&:ED TO COURTYARD Of' HI S HEAO!,U~CTERS H! C-fTArEL • 

. THI S RECO"llME.IDAT fOM WAS fORWA:~OED. AT CHIJ!f' OF' STAFF' 
!..EVE!.., FR.O~ '~y 'H~ TO YOURS .• WE tr'lERE t\fOTIFIEO, AGA'r.~ 
AT SA~E LEVEL. TJiAT THI S CHA~~E HAD aEE!'! A~i;ROVEO. 
OONSE0'JENTt. Y 1. YESTERDAY AftD TODAY GE~1ERAL TRtJOU~'G HAS 
HAD \"'.' MQTlOI'! ALL AR:lAf\'GE~f\1TS FOR A S1MPLE eUT APPROPRIATE 
CE R!:?t;ONY 'AT H t S HE:AOf'UARTF.:RS. 
~. THE TE)(T.OF'~EF At Wt1ICH DE.\LT W1TH ALTE~NATIVE PLAf\IS It¥ At:, 
OTHER RES~dE:CTSf AFFIRMED THAT T!-i~RE F:;OULJ) 13:£ ~iQ OHA~.'1E fN TYE 
Tlr,'EAW.~::l.ACE. OF. THE ?R.ESE~rrATIOI\I. OI\I1'~ S~StS OF T!-£ Ut\O~~-

STAN) I NG CITED IN ?AR" 2 ~BOV £. THl S COULD YEA N O~;y !-EAt)- Li. /(/) 
QUARTERS,. 1ST ARVN DtVtS,ON. L 
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Z 071241Z ZYH ZFF8
F LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
TO LTC CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
INFO GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
ZEM if
TO SECRET PHB 0433 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: SITE FOR PRESENTATION OF PUC
REF: A. COMUSMACV 0618182 M AR 69 (S).

B. 06 111 MAF 0602462 MAR 69 (S) PASED.
1. HTHE ORIGINAP APPROVED ITINERARY FOR SECDEF IN
NICTZ INCLUDED VISIT/BRIEFING BY GENERAL TRUONG AND
1ST AC VN REGIMENT AT FSB NANCY/
2. SUBSEQUENTLY, WE LEARNED THAT SECDEF VISIT WOULD
9E THE OCCASPON FOR PRESENTATION OF PUC TO THE 1ST AR VN
DIVISION. BECAUSE OF THE TRANSCENDENT IMPORTANCE OF
THIS AWARD IN VIETNAMESE EY ES, GENERAL TRUONG
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED, AND 1 CONCURRED, STHAT LOCALE SHOULD
BE CHANCED TO COURTYARD OF HIS HEADQUACTERS IN CITAFEL.
THIS RECOMMENDATION WAS FORWARDED, AT CHIEF OF STAFF
LEVEL, FROM MY H2 TO YOURS. WE WERE NOTIFIED, AGAIN
AT SAME LEVEL, THAT THIS CHANCE HAD BEEN APPROVED.
CONSEQUENTLYI YESTERDAY AND TODAY GENERAL TRUOUNG HAS
HAD IN MOTION ALL ARRANGEMENTS FOR A SIMPLE BUT APPROPRIATE
CEREMONY AT HIS HEAD CUARTERS.
3. THE TEXT OF REF A! WHICH DEALT WITH ALTERNATIVE PLANS IN ALL
OTHER RES. ECTS, AFFIRMED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO CHANGE IN THE
TIME AND PLACE OF THE PRESENTATION. ON THE BASIS OF THE UNDER-
STANDING CITED IN PARA 2 ABOV E, THIS COULD VEAN ONLY HEAD-

41/11QUARTERS, 1ST AR VN DIVISION.

41/11
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I 4. t ij)w FiN) ,"_CIFl :t.S THAT T'"£ r:\ES~NTATION Wli.L 
.~ HEL.D 4T fS8 NANCY! THUS REVERT H(; TOTtE OR IGt NAt. n H,ERAR. Y! 

.! M)j THE MODJ f' I CAT ION T:HER£Of'. THIS QECISION , MUST RECLA"iA 
AND FOR THE FOlU)w'~ REASONS: 

A. GENER.At. T~UONS'S HEADCUARTERS IS TI-£ ONLY Al"PR'O?fl 'ATE PLAC':: 
FOR THE. ,::RESENT At rON. YOU 'CAN UN'JERSTA~!)WHYf AT Tft f'!OMENT Of 
TH1 S SIGNA!., troNOR, HE WOULD WANT THE SECRETAR Y AT HI S COMII!Af\D POST 
WtTH HtS r'R::H~C'~l.At COMMAIDERS ASSEMBLED. 

B. n IS: H lCW ... Y AWKWARD TO TELL GENER At 
t-EAOQUARTER,S, HAVIf'~ Al.R EAOY If\DORSED T1-£ 
TO THIS HEA;iFI"IUART€RS, HAS ~jOW AEVERSEDITS 
EX.}L A !'VA T 10M. . 

TRUO"'-'G THAT ry HIGHER­
CHAr..CE FRom FSB t.JANCY 
F IEL~--AM) tv tTHOUT 

C.SI St8:~tT THA THE SEIG-E OF HUE, SOfl!E 1, MONTHS AGO, DEMON-
! STRATED THA'T GENER.AL TRUOi\G'S CO~t\ER OF THE OITADEL ts (lUtTE 

S::CURE. . -
5.SI tRGE THAT YOU SEEK COMUSMACV APPROVAL FOR PRESEMTATtON OF 
THE;.cuC AT 1ST ARVN D,VISION l-EAFQtJARTERS. 
6. SHOU'..D I'r 8E 'n!FOSS ISLE TO SECURE COl\iusrf,ACV A?PROVAL FOR 
THIS SHIFTt, 1 n£N PROPOSE TWO OTHER ALTEAlVATI \IE 5 1 

A. HF IRST', THAT THE :"RESEt-..1'f' ATI ON aE DELA YEO A~DMAOE. AT SOME 
SUSEO UEf\1T IDATE BY CO!Y1US~ACV. GEN .TRUOf\G WOUl.D APPLAtD THI SI 

2. SECO~lDt IF THE f),nE qEMAH!S 9 M~~CHA!\f) 1ST ARVN IiQ f\!OT 
FEASIBt.E, ,'HAT T;HE H~ESE~,.ITATION 9E N!AOE AT XXIV CORfS/ I KNOW 
THIS WOULOBE TR!JONC ·S ORtJTHER' IF IT CAN·T BE HELD ON HIS HO~E 
GROut\OO . . - , 
7. WAftl'~ REGARDS. 

I ~~~ m;~i DtLl VER "!'lED I AttL y 

DECLASSIFIED 

4. 1 NOW FIND THAT REF B SPECIFI ES THAT THE PRESENTATION WILL
BE HELD AT FSB NANCY! THUS REVERTING TO THE ORIGINAL ITINERARY!
ADT THE MODIFICATION THERE OF. THIS DECISION I MUST RECLAMA
AND FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:

A. GENERAL TRUONG'S HEAD QUARTERS IS THE ONLY APPROPRIATE PLACE
FOR THE PRESENTATION. YOU CAN UNDERSTAND WHY, AT THE MOMENT OF
THIS SIGNAL HONOR, HE WOULD WANT THE SECRETARY AT HIS COMMAND POST
WITH HIS RINCIPLAL COMMANDERS ASSEMBLED.

B. IT IS HIGHLY AWKWARD TO TELL GENERAL TRUOING THAT MY HIGHER
HEADQUARTERS, HAVING ALR EADY INDORSED THE CHANGE FROM FSB NANCY
TO THIS HEAFQUARTERS, HAS NOW REVERSED ITS FIELD--AND WITHOUT
EXPLANATION.

C.SI SUBMIT THA THE SEIGE OF HUE, SOME 13 MONTHS AGO, DEMON-
STRATED THAT GENERAL TRUONG'S CORNER OF THE CITADEL IS QUITE
SECURE.
5.S1 URGE THAT YOU SEEK COMUSMACV APPROVAL FOR PRESENTATION OF
THE PUC AT 1ST AR VN DIVISION HEAFQUARTERS.
5. SHOULD IT BE IMPOSSIBLE TO SECURE COMUSMACV APPROVAL FOR
THIS SHIFT I 1 THEN PROPOSE TWO OTHER ALTERNATIVES:

A.HFIRST, THAT THE PRESENTATION BE DELAYED AND MADE, AT SOME
SUSE UENT DATE BY COMUSMACV. GEN TRUONG WOULD APPLAUD THIS/

E. SECOND! IF THE DATE REMAINS 9 MARCH AND 1ST AR VN HO NOT
FEASIBLE, THAT THE PRESENTATION BE MADE AT XXIV CORPS/ 1 KNOW
THIS WOULD BE TRUONG 'S DRUTHER IF IT CAN'T BE HELD ON HIS HOME
GROUNDO
7. WARS REGARDS.

TOP
SECRET

SSO NOTE: DELIVER I MEDIATELY
500
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l r TGST 1 LYIELL CG XX t V COR i.iS 

ITO lim TO'RNSENJ ACrff\1(; CIS ['lACY 
1 INfO LTG OUSHMAN OS 'II MAF' 
'~M I' ',' IT 0 P S E C~ R.E T p.Hs04,6 -EYES ON!.. Y 

SlSJECT: E~lTtMWI[ OF TIo£ SITUAT10M 
1. (IS) ENE:MY AlJr IONS 0712e0 MARCH 69 TO e612~8 !'I1ARCH 69 

A. ACTVHV OUR I G 11'£ RE?~TIf\~PERtOn co NT I NUEtL TO REflf::CT 
INCREASED I Nt! IATt VE ON THE PART \ OF THE ENEMY. THERE WAS A NOT lrE­
ABLE I NCREAISE, IN MOVEMENT AC1I\OSS tHE EAST~RN FORTl.ON OF THE DMZ. 
TH~RE W£R·E.A TOTAL OF 15 ATTACKS 8Y FIRE. Am SMALL MEETING ET\FGAGE'" 

j l'£fl.lTS"WERER'EPORTEO T~OUGHOUT THE AREA. Tit TEMPO fS ?ICKII\~· UP. 
S. IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ, AOTIVtTY WAS CHA~AC­

,; ,TE~ 'ZED BY,A cote, NAT tON OF WJOEl Y .01 SPER SEn STAN)-OFF ATTACKS, 
i MINJ~ OF VEHICLES, AM') A DISPLAY OF GREATER DETERMINATION BY THE 
I, ENE~Y TO HelLO Ht:;i GROUM) WHEN CONTACTED BY FRIEMJLYUNITS. AT0711~~ 
:i 'H:)tRS,. AN S:1..EMEf\ff 'OF THE 3/2 ARVN B Ef\'GAGEO AN ES1TMATEO PLATOON 
: iN Tt£ VI ci N tTY OF 0-2. teOTH S toES StJSTA I t\EO nyo KI A tN THE ACT' O,",l. 
,THE TR lEU ~>HOf\!G ?Ft S CO"JTPNUEO Tt£ JR' SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO E1. H~I NATE 
THE' veil C~lPTUR I!\S ONE GUERRILLA. SHORTt Y THEREAFTt:R, TH: 1/61 MECH 
INt. Dlscove:RED,. IN THE vtCH!lTY OF YO 375658, TfflEE VC/NVA HIDING 
IN A HOLEABI I<ITHE PRfSOf\I£RS LEO THEM TO ANOTH::R HOLE, tV WHICH AERE 
HIO,t\OSTHRE:E AOOTt()'NAL VO/NVA., FOUR OF' THE PRtSOJRS H·f)ICATEZ Tt-£y 
fERE FROfl'f HIFE 812TH REGT. AT 071215 HOURS, F/2/~ MARfNES OETAI"1ED 
50 MONTAG~HIROS II\! AN AREA AP?ROXfMATELY 11 K~ SOUTH OF VANJ£GRIFT 

, COMBAT BAse:. THE . -
, ~' IS NO tf()IOATION AS YET WHETf£R THIS GRSIP ~!AS 

FUNCT'ONING:fO~ THE E~£m. 
-, c .. Tt£'tWO MOST SIGNIFICANT ACTtO~JS Of THE REPORT' I\C PE~ 100 
i OCCURRED I~' THE Vfel NlTY OF Fsa SH~RON AM) WEST OF" C-2. AT Tt£ FIRST 

L:JRATJON, PIIV11 ?NF CONTM~TED AN ENEMY FORCE, KH .. 1..I~ 10HANn CAP­
TURING Two·rtR·1S0NERS AS WELL AS tMlIVJOUAL WEAPONSAM3 A NJANTITY OF 
OOCO~ENTS/~tTHE FRIEl'!lL¥ UNIT SUSTAfNE.D ·NIHE'! CASUALTIES, FOtA OF' 
Mit CH ¥9ERE Kf A. FOR THE S£oor.,u Tf ME OUR H~ TI£, 0 ~Y, PfU SONERS 'M) 1-
CATED THEY WERE FROM THE 812TH RE-;T. THE OTHER ~AJORCONTACT 10-
vOLVED THE ',I 5 CAV. STHE £!I£J''!Y ~US COl\ITACTEO AT YO 0306#0, IN THS LATE! 

AFTER~OONHOtR~ Of'- 7 MARCH OURI~ A SEARCH OF A POTENTfAC ROCKET 
StTE/STHE C:ONT ACT OCCURRED 'N THE SAME LOC4TI OMI N WH t CH T 1-£ 3/5 CAV 
WAS HEAVilY. EM;AGEO EA ttlER fN Tft ft'ON'rH. TtE Am-ION COf\JTINUED Uf\fTIL 

I 1905 HQtRSAt-D ~ESULTEO tN FrVE FRIEIDLY CASUALTI€S (1 KiA AM) 

.1 ~~:~EsT~fq~~~~~~gT:~~~F~~E~ IA UV LOST TtREE "E'PONS __ Tft O#~{I/\ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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0 0304002 ZYH ZFF-3 ZFF-5
FM

TG STILWELL OG XXIV CORPS
TO MG TOWNSEND ACTING C/S MACV
INFO LTC CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
ZEM
TOPSECRET FHB 0436 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMME OF THE SITUATION
1. (TS) ENEMY ACTIONS 071200 MARCH 69 TO 081200 MARCH 69

A. ACT VITY DURI G THE REPORTING PERIOD CONTINUED TO REFLECT
INCREASED INITIATIVE ON THE PART OF THE ENEMY. THERE WAS A NOT I DE -

ABLE INCREASE IN MOVEMENT ACROSS THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE DMZ.
THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 15 ATTACKS BY FIRE, AND SMALL MEETING ENGAGE-
MENTS WERE REPORTED THROUGHOUT THE AREA. THE TEMPO IS PICKING UP.

B. IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ, ACTIVITY WAS CHARAC-
TER IZED BY A COMBINATION OF WIDELY DISPERSED STAND-OFF ATTACKS,
MINING OF VEHICLES, AND A DISPLAY OF GREATER DETERMINATION BY THE
ENEMY TO HOLD HIS GROUND WHEN CONTACTED BY FRIENDLY UNITS. AT 071130
HOURS, AN ELEMENT OF THE 3/2 AR VN B ENGAGED AN ESTIMATED PLATOON
IN THE VICINITY OF C-2.HBOTH SIDES SUSTAINED TWO KIA IN THE ACTION.
THE TRIEU PHONG PF'S CONTPAUED THE IR SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO ELIMINATE
THE VC11 CAPTURING ONE GUERRILLA. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THE 1/61 MECH
INF. DISCOVERED, IN THE VICINITY OF YD 375658, THREE VC/NVA HIDING
IN A HOLE AB KITHE PRISONERS LED THEM TO A NOT HER HOLE IU WHICH AERE
HIDINDSTHREE ADDTIONAL VC/NVA. FOUR OF THE PRISOJRS INDICATEZ THEY
WERE FROM HFE 812TH REST. AT 071215 HOURS, F/2/3 MARINES DETAINED
50 MONTAGNARDS IN AN AREA APPROXIMATELY 4 KM SOUTH OF VANDEGRIFT
COMBAT BASE. THE

E IS NO INDICATION AS YET WHETHER THIS GRBIP WAS
FUNCTIONING FOR THE ENEMO.

C. THE TWO MOST SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS OF THE REPORTING PERIOD
OCCURRED IN THE VICINITY OF FSB SHARON AND WEST OF C-2. AT THE FIRST
LORATION, 0/1/11 PNF CONTACTED AN ENEMY FORCE, KILLING 10HAND CAP-
TUR I NG TWO PRISONERS AS WELL AS INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS AND A QUANTITY OF
DOCUMENTS/STHE FRIENDLY UNIT SUSTAINED NIHE CASUALTIES, FOUR OF
WHICH WERE KIA. FOR THE SECOND TIME DURING THE DAY, PRISONERS INDI-
CATED THEY WERE FROM THE 812TH RE ;T. THE OTHER MAJOR CONTACT ID-
VOLVED THE 31 5 CAV. STHE ENEMY WAS CONTACTED AT YD 039640, IN THE LATE

AFTERNOON HOURS OF 7 MARCH DUR I NG A SEARCH OF A POTENTIAL ROCKET
SITE/STHE CONTACT OCCURRED IN THE SAME LOCATION IN WHICH THE 3/5 CAV
WAS HEAVILY ENGAGED EA G.IER IN THE MONTH. THE ACTION CONTINUED UNTIL
1905 HOURS AND RESULTED IN FIVE FRIENDLY CASUALTIES ( 1 KIA AND
4 WIA). THE ENEMY SUSTAINED FOUR K IA AND LOST THREE WEAPONS. TW

040/11VEHICLES WERE DAMAGED BY RFG FIRE.

40/11
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~~-O'~---,.-~RE ~~ERE NO StCNIFfCANT CONTACTS IN 1f-E OEW£Y CANYON !\O. 
f THERE WERE 9 ATTACKS BY FIRE, FOUR OF WH1CH .E~E DUlECTEO AT FS8 ;' 
• CUN~ !\!SHAM AiM) CONS t STED OF 12ltJMM AC\ T l!J"£L. . " .' , 

" ,. FtRE AN) 122M~ ROCKET 
FIRE., C/1I9 Ii'!AR It£S, OUR t J\G ITS MOVEMEN T TO ASSEMBLE FOR EXTR'­
CAT 1$N, 0' SCIOVERED ANOTHER FA' ~l.. Y SIZABLE CACHE, THE 
CONTENTS OF !IlHICH wtLL BE REPORTEO' SEPARATELY. ADDiTIONALLY. Tt£ 112 
ARVN 8N OVERIRAN TWO E~1EMY aULl 'OOZERS SOUHWEST OF 1..2 BRADLEY. THE 
BULL DOZERS ';HAO BEEN DESTROYED BY TI£ Ef\,EMY ffi tOR TO CAPT~E. THERE 
W~E INOREAS:ING HD'CATtONS OF Et\EMY UNiTS IYrCS 'NG tNTO THE ZEWEY CAN-, . 

j-'YOr\f 'AcO;~~AlCE[)CEtJtl" -F1Jf('~n£-frJfn)l)"SrOF' ... ttlSRl1PTT(I;!r'nE~VnT~I\WAL Ef-" 
i FORTI THE WE,ATt-ER tr1PROVED DURtl'G THE AFTERNOON HOURS, ?ERt'ffTTtt\~ 
'BOTH RESU:"PLY AN:> TROOP REDEPLOYMENT. Tt£ lNCREASE U\! l"lCtDEf\TfS OF 

ENEMY UNfTS .:5HOOn NG AT HELl COPTE . . 
;1 " 5 OrERAT. KG 1 N THE AREA'S, 

H)WEVER, A fir URTHER tl\DrCATtOM Of' A DETERMINATION By n£ Ef\E!'IJ TO f~!­
TERO ICT, fR HH-l'H .. Y OPERATIONS • 

.£. tN'THE 101ST 46N tHvAO,HTHE 1154 ARVN eN (OPERATfNGIN Tt-E 
: M1U THO/PHU VAI\'G AREA) cONTINUE!) TO ?EM::TRATE Tt-£ vCt.HtN S'X CON'" 
1 TA'''1'SI THE tH~J ACCOU~!'J'EO fOR TWOENE~Y KIA. SEVEN ffiISO~RS AM) SIX 
i' lNOlVIOUAl. ~EAP()NS. THE £f\I£t'l:Y CO"ITINUEO HtS HAOASSMENT BY FlRE OF' 

NtVN ELEMEMrs OPERATtNC NORTH'lNEST OF' F~ etRMt~HAM.Tfo£ MOST SteN-
1Ft CANTCOI\!'f ACT, HOWE.VER,OCCURR~O ATFSB Sf EAR tM TI-£ !t!ASSACHUSETTS 
STRIKER AO lin 08G},0, HOURS. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTEO. AOVE:RSEWEATHER 
~AS ?REVENTlal THE RE'NFOReE~£"'T OF THIS fiR:: BASE., WHIOH AT THE 

. T1ME co THE~ A'fTACK WAS O~eU?tEO BY TtliO ART t LLtR Y 8ATT~RIES AN) 
£:112/502 'NFl THE DEFE"DI~ UNITWAS ATACKED BY AN El\E~Y FORCE iJS,f',S 
fG, GRENADIE Am, S!I'!ALL ARMS FH~E. "IV 'Of' WAS DESTROZEO t AI\!) THE . 

EI\EMY r1.4NA to TOREACH'T-HE' fERI[t}ETER FRIOR TO--9~'l'G 'HAtTED. OM! BUNKER 
-' 

ros lION WAS. HEAV ILV DAMAGED. Tit F'IRE6ASE w~s NOT OVERRUN, AM) 
1lE CONTACT. TER~·Ht\tATEO AT OAYLI~H1'. FRIEf>.Dt,Y FORCES SUSTAIt\EO 11 u.s. 
KIA Al\DTt-R~E u.s. t"'A,. PATROt.S SWEEPt~ THE ARE .• DtSCOVEREZ 
ELOOD TR ... 't"S BUT ENCOUNTERED NO e:NEfl~Yf-BOO'ESI AS 1f\f)lCATI:O 1N PREV - \:. 
IOUS REi:'ORT'S TI-£ Ef\E~Y AfPE4RS TO 8E us, ~ EVE~Y AVA ILAB1.E RESOURcE ,),' 

TO DELAY THE ~OVE1'l£m' OF THE 1015T ASH 0 I V t NrO TI-£ ASt-fAU VA; LEY • '''O(~/l ! . , .. ,-------' t 

.l 
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D. THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT CONTACTS IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO.
THERE WERE 9 ATTACKS BY FIRE, FOUR OF WHICH AERE DIRECTED AT FSB
OUNNINGHAM AND CONSISTED OF 12 0MM ARTILLE

4 FIRE AND 122MM ROCKET
FIRE. C/1/9 MARINES, DURING ITS MOVEMEN T TO ASSEMBLE FOR EXTR I-
CATION, DISCOVERED ANOTHER FAIRLY SIZABLE CACHE, THE
CONTENTS OF WHICH WILL BE REPORTED SEPARATELY. ADDITIONALLY, THE 1/2
AR VN SN OVERRAN TWO ENEMY BULL DOZERS SOUHWEST OF LZ BRADLEY. THE
BULL DOZERS HAD BEEN DESTROYED BY THE ENEMY PRIOR TO CAPTURE. THERE
WERE INCREASING INDICATIONS OF ENEMY UNITS M OG ING INTO THE ZEWEY CAN-

YON AO, ALLEDGEDLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISRUPTING THE WITHDRAWAL EF-
FORT / THE WEATHER IMPROVED DURING THE AFTERNOON HOURS, PERMITTING
BOTH RESUPPLY AND TR00P REDEPLOYMENT. THE INCREASE IN INCIDENTS OF
ENEMY UNITS SHOOTING AT HELICOPTE

is OPERATING IN THE AREA is,
HOWEVER, A F URTHER INDICATION OF A DETERMINATION BY THE ENEMY TO IN-
TERD ICT FRIENDLY OPERATIONS.

E. IN THE 101ST AB N DIV AO. HTHE 1/54 AR VN BM (OPERATING IN THE
PHU THU/PHU VANG AREA) CONTINUED TO PENETRATE THE VCI. HIN SIX CON-
TACTS! THE BN ACCOUNTED FOR TWO ENEMY KIA, SEVEN PRISONERS AND SIX
INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS. THE ENEMY CONTINUED HIS HA CASSMENT BY FIRE OF
AR VN ELEMENTS OPERATING NORTHWEST OF FSB BIRMING HAM. THE MOST SIGN-
IFICANT CONTACT, HOWEVER, OCCURRED AT FSB SPEAR IN THE MASSACHUSETTS
STRIKER AO AT 030303 HOURS. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, ADVERSE WEATHER
HAS PREVENTED THE REINFORCEMENT OF THIS FIRE BASE, WHICH AT THE
TIME on THE ATTACK WAS OCCUPIED BY TWO ARTILLERY BATTERIES AND
8/2/502 INF/ THE DEFENDING UNITWAS ATACKED BY AN ENEMY FORCE USING
PG, GRENADE AND SMALL ARMS FIRE. AN OP WAS DESTROZED, AND THE
ENEMY MANA ED TO REACH THE PERIMETER FRIOR TO BEING HALTED. ONE BUNKER

POSITION WAS HEAVILY DAMAGED. THE FIRE BASE WAS NOT OVERRUN, AND
THE CONTACT TERMINATED AT DAYLIGHT. FRIENLY FORCES SUSTAINED 11 U.S.
KIA AND THREE U.S. RIA. PATROLS SWEEPING THE AREA DISCOVEREZ
BLOOD TRAILS BUT ENCOUNTERED NO ENEMYHOODIES/ AS INDICATED IN PREV -

10US REPORTS THE ENEMY APPEARS TO BE USING EVERY AVAILABLE RESOURCE
TO DELAY THE MOVEMENT OF THE 101ST ABN DIV INTO THE ASHAU VALLEY. 4012)

40/21
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r !2.-f~) A~~~~~~~:~~~Y CONTINO ES TO AVOID MAJOR CONFRONT~T~~·;·~tTH -

;:- 1 FR I Em!.. 'f FOJiI eES, tNCREASED Acn VtTY TfflOUGHOur T~ CORPS 40 TE~DS 
TO CO NFtRM. rREVt.OUS· PREO ICTIONS Of A MAJOR. ATTAOK. BECAUSE 00 THE 
C!-iARACTERISlICS OF ON-GOtNG 0 ~AT,Of!.!St THERE AVE, IN EFFECT, 
TtflEE 0 I STI NOT TYPES OF Ef\~MY ACT 'ONI 1 N Tf£ NORTH, iT IS RELAT'VE­
LY CERTAIN 'fHAT lNtH.TRATtON TffiOUGH Tf-E EM! CONTINUES AN) THAT 

· ENEMY f'O~CE:S ARE COMPLETt ~ ffiE?ARAT' Of\!S FOR AN ATTACK A<iA I NST THE 
CUA vtET-CUI LO-VAflGERCR'FT AXIS.SIT NOW APPEACS TH AT THlS ~n~CK 
MAY BE UNOEI~TA~f\! FROM BOTH THE; t<~ORTHAm Tt£ SOtJTH. IN 11£ OEI,'EY -
CANYON AO Ti~RE IS EViDENCE FROM USUAL!..Y RELtABlE SOURCES THAT· J;.:t\!E:IV!Y 
ATTEl'kTS TO.IJOOROINATE A OOUNTEREFFORT ARE SEGI NNI!\G TO MATERIALIZE. 
IF THE WEATiHERCONT l NUEST.O t MPROV.E.STt£ ENEMY THREAT SHOUL.D NOT 
t£ TOO StGN1FlCANT AS WtTHlRAWAL WIL1..BECOMPLETEO errORE l\tAJ~ 

· DAMAGE CAN !~E 001\£/ 'F" TtE. WEATHER RETU\. ... 
•. . . ·"5 TO AMARG I MAL STATUS 

AM) THE ENEMY CAN ORGANIZE suFFICIE~!T FORGES TO SER fOUSt Y AfFECT THE" 
EXTRICATION OF THE REMAt·Nl~ A-RVN Af\D MA.~Ir£ ELE.!I!ENTS, THERE MAY I 

BE A REQUJR;EMENT TO RE.tNfORCE'\THOSE EtEPlEf\ifS Ai'lO DESTROY THE EI\€MY 
tRIOR TO FINAL WltH)RAWA1 •• A VlSTLY IMfR.OVEO FRIEt{}tY rOSTORE 

f FAVORST'HE"PROSAB?8QTYO·F -It SUCeESSfUL REOEPt()'f~E~.q'·._lN TJ£ . 1015T 
.eN DIV AO 'THE E'NEf'/lY APPEARS TO SEUSlNG ALL AVAl.JABLE. THOUGH· 
&lMEWHAT LIMITED, RESOURCES IN AN EfFORT TO HHDER THE MOVE£!1£MT 
OF THE OIVt;StON tNfO no£: ASHAU v ALLEY •. tT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE· 
INT~NStTY 00 COMrACTS WILL INCREASE .AS THE DfVtSl0NAOVirtlOES TO ITS 

: CBJECTlVE •. ITIS ALSO ?OSStBl.ETHAT THE FEW NVA ijNfTS !...OCATEO IN 
, . THE VIC1NlT,Y OF· THE PIEDMONT WILL UflDE'RTAKE A ntv£RSIONARY EFFORT 
I C~ERHAPS tN, COORD'NATIO~WITH Tf-E INITUTION OF PHASe tOHlfITH THE 
[. EX::ECTATIONTHAT DIVISION ELEME~tfS WiLt HAVE TOSE lfUTKlRAWN FROM 

Tt-EMASSACHUS£TTS STRIKER AGTO RESi.:.oW TO THE "Eft Tt-REAT. SU~H 
A lJ'ffrfiDl\A\'~L!-flS NOT L 1-KELY Ttl O-~UR.AS THE EI\£NY CAPASH.-H---'l 1-8 
U~llTEO. . 
,. as) ACT ION TAKEN AM) PMMEOU·TE "FUTURE FLA~S. 

A. PLANSi REM.AIN UNCHA~'GEO. CG,S,DMAR OIV IS RESPO"DI~ W.ITH 
AVAtLA9LE R.ESOURO!S TO ALL tNTELLI~ENOE RELATIVE TO Ttf: ASSEI't'BLY 
OF EJl.lEMY fORCES •. t£ ISCONTtNutt\C· WITH THE EXTRICATION OF ARVN 
.AMlMARINEi ELEMEI\1TS FROM Tl£ OEnEY CANYOI\! AO. flURING-THE REPORTtNG 
fERIOO Fse l.fGHTtf'G "AS CL.OSEO, THE 4/2HARVN SN ( ... ) WAS EXTRACTED 
fROM !..Z PAT·TON.THE 119 MARl NES SEGAl\! TO ASSEMBLE ''''PLACE JUST NORTH 
OF THE LAOT: UN BORDER t Tf-E ;/9 MAR I t\lEOOMMANY GROUP AN) ITS K COMP~ . 
ANY wERE MOVED TO FSB CUNNtM;HAt'l TO PRE.FARE FOR WfTH)RAWAL, A1\O 
E/2/, ~AR 1 NES WAS W1THlRAWM TO REJOI N ITS fAR-ENT OOTf" IT • WEATt£R 
1IJIER~ ITT I f\C, t/3/4SMAR r NES WILL BE TRANS?O!:\TEIj TO FSB CUNNI f\IGHAl't' ON 
3~ARCH, G/2/,) MARlf'ESnILL RETURN TO ITS PARENT E,N, AN) FSB ERSKU£ 

WILL BE CLOSED. THE !\!EXT MAJOR UNtOY SCHEDULED FOR EXTR lCATfON ARE 
· THE 1/2 ARVN 6 AM) THE 119 filAR' Nt: B N.· 

at l£fl~(JtVH\fG WEATHER COf()1TIONS WH.!. PROBAe!~y PER"IT THE CONTtN­
UATION (OlfO~!G THE A.FTERNOON OF g t1AR) or THE 1915TM~ I) t V OP!;:RAT t O~ 
'~rro THE AS~HAU VALLEY. 9V THE-CLOSE OF THE REPO~T'\\.1G F'ER'OO, THE 

EARLY MORNIf\'CGROUNO FOG LIFTED AM)·Tt-E SUM WAS OBSERVED FOR TH€: 

'. j 
f:"IRST T I ME • t N A NUMBER OF WEEKS. . 

J ! ::: NOT€ l CIE!..' \lER I MMEO I ~ TEL Y 

f 

DECLASSIFIED 

~6 (3) i 

.If 0(52 

DECLASSIFIED

2. (S) ENEMY INTENTIONS
A. ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY CONTI NU ES TO AVOID MAJOR CONFRONTATIONS WITH

FRIENDLY FOR CES, INCREASED ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE COR PS AO TENDS
TO CO NFIRM PREVIOUS PREDICTIONS OF A MAJOR ATTACK. BECAUSE OD THE
CHARACTERISTICS OF ON-GOING 0 PERATIONS, THERE AVE, IN EFFECT,
THREE DISTINCT TYPES OF ENEMY ACTION/ IN THE NORTH, IT IS RELATIVE-
LY CERTAIN THAT INFILTRATION THROUGH THE EMZ CONTINUES AND THAT
ENEMY FORCES A RE COMPLETING PREPARATIONS FOR AN ATTACK AGAINST THE
CUA VIET-CAM L0-VANGERGR IFT AXIS.S11 NOW APPEACS TH AT THIS ATTACK
MAY BE UNDERTAKEN FROM BOTH THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH. IN THE DENEY
CANYON AO THERE IS EVIDENCE FROM USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES THAT ENEMY
ATTEMETS TO COORDINATE A COUNTEREFFORT ARE BEGINNING TO MATERIALIZE.
IF THE WEATHER CONTINUES TO IMPROVE, STHE ENEMY THREAT SHOULD NOT
BE TOO SIGNIFICANT AS WITHDR AWAL WILL BE COMPLETED BEFORE MAJOR
DAMAGE CAN BE DONE/ IF THE WEATHER RETU

NS TO A MARGINAL STATUS
AND THE ENEMY CAN ORGANIZE SUFFICIENT FORCES TO SERIOUSLY AFFECT THE
EXTRICATION OF THE REMAINING AR VN AND MARINE ELEMENTS, THERE MAY
BE A REQUIREMENT TO REINFORCE THOSE ELEMENTS AND DESTROY THE ENEMY
R 10R TO FINAL WITHDRAWAL. A VASTLY IMPROVED FRIENDLY POSTURE
FAVORS THE PROBABPBQTY OF A SUCCESSFUL REDEPLOYMENT. IN THE 10 1ST
ABN DIV AO THE ENEMY APPEARS TO BE USING ALL AVALIABLE, THOUGH
SOMEWHAT LIMITED, RESOURCES IN AN EFFORT TO HINDER THE MOVEMENT
OF THE DIVISION INTO THE ASHAU V ALLEY. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE
INTENSITY 0D CONTACTS WILL INCREASE AS THE DIVISION ADVANCES TO ITS
OBJECTIVE. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT THE FEW NVA UNITS LOCATED IN
THE VICINITY OF THE PIEDMONT WILL UNDERTAKE A DIVERSIONARY EFFORT
CER HAPS IN COORDINATION WITH THE INITIATION OF PHASE 11) HWITH THE
EXPECTATION THAT DIVISION ELEMENTS WILL HAVE TO BE WITHDRAWN FROM
THE MASSACHUSETTS STRIKER AO TO RESPOND TO THE NEW THREAT. SUCH
A WITHDRAWALHIS NOT L 1KELY TO OCCUR, AS THE ENEMY CAPABILITY IS
LIMITED.
3. (TS) ACTION TAKEN AND PMMEDIATE FUTURE PLANS.

A. PLANS REMAIN UNCHANGED. CG, S3D MAR DIV IS RESPONDING WITH
AVAILABLE RESOURCES TO ALL INTELLIGENCE RELATIVE TO THE ASSEMBLY
OF ENEMY FORCES. HE IS CONTINUING WITH THE EXTRICATION OF AR VN
AND MARINE ELEMENTS FROM THE DEWEY CANYON AO. DUR I NG THE REPORTING
PERIOD FSB LIGHTING WAS CLOSED, THE 4/2HARVN BN (-) WAS EXTRACTED
FROM LZ PATTON, THE 1/9 MARINES BEGAN TO ASSEMBLE IN PLACE JUST NORTH
OF THE LAOTIAN BORDER ! THE 3/9 MARINE COMMAND GROUP AND ITS K COMP-
ANY WERE MOVED TO FSB CUNNINGHAM TO PREPARE FOR WITHDR AWAL, AND
E/2/3 MARINES WAS WITHDRAWN TO REJOIN ITS PARENT OOTFIT. WEATHER
TERMITTING, L/3/4SMARINES WILL BE TRANSPORTED TO FSB CUNNINGHAM ON
3 MARCH, G/2/3 MARINES WILL RETURN TO ITS PARENT BN, AND FSB ERSKINE
WILL BE CLOSED. THE NEXT MAJOR UNIOY SCHEDULED FOR EXTRICATION ARE
THE 1/2 AR VN B AND THE 1/9 MARINE BN.

B/ IMPROVING WEATHER CONDITIONS WILL PROBABLY PERMIT THE CONTIN
UATION (DUR I NG THE AFTERNOON OF 3 MAR) OF THE 191STAB DIV OPERATION
INTO THE ASHAU VALLEY. BY THE CLOSE OF THE REPORTING PER 100, THE
EARLY MORNING GROUND FOG LIFTED AND THE SUN WAS OBSER VED FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN A NUMBER OF WEEKS.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
4013)900
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009032- IrZYR-ZFF -3-- - ~- ---------
FM LTG ST ILHELL CG XXIV CORPS 

TO MG T01J~~S£ND ACT ING C?S MACV 
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAl' 
Z EM _ - ,:,-, 

TOP s1: G'R E T PHB 0444 EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT: ,ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 

J... • ."'f." • 

1.' <IS) ENEMY ACTIONS 081200 MARCH 69 TO 091200 MARCH 69 
A. ENEMY INITIATIVE DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD REFLECTED , 

NO CHANGE IN PATTERN OF ACTIVITY. MOVEMENT WITHIN THE DMZ, DETECTEQ 
BY AO'S, RADAR, Aim GROUND' OBSERVERS, INDIC~TEDA RETURN TO 
T HE NORMAL PAT TER-N-9 T-HEREWERE A TOTAL OF 11 ENEMY ATTAC KS 
BY FIRE AND 6 001 NOR GR OUND CONTACT S T'HROUGHOUT THE COR PS AO. 

B. IN THE AREA IMMEDIATEL Y SOUTH OF THE DMZ, THE ENEMY 
CONTINUED TO AVOID CONTACT WITH FRIENDLY PATROLS. OF SOME' 
SIGN 11'1 CANCE WERE' 2 ATTACKS BY FIRE AGAJ[~ S1 AN ELEMENT OF 
THE 3/5 Ct\V, WHICH IS DEPLOYED IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ. 
THIS UNIT RECEIVED SMALL ARMS FIRE AT 090001 HOURS AND RPG 
FIRE AT 090700 HOURS. ENEMY POSITIONS AT THE TIME OF THESE 

, 2 ATTACKS WERE REPORTED TO BE WITHINSHDMZ, THUS MAINTAINING 
,THE RECENT AVERAGE OF APPROXIMATELY 1 Dt1Z INCIDENT PER DAY. 

W ~IH~E~}R~~tEOFC~~(~¥ I~~ S¥~N iF~~~~cf. ATI~C~~0~4'0~ I§7i /~ g~R I NES 
RECEIVED tIN ESTIMATED 150 ROUNDS OF MORTAR FIRE, SUSTAINING 
NO DAMAGE OR CASUALTIES. THIS REPRESENTS THE LARGEST ATTACK 
By FIRE TO WHICH ANY UNIT IN THE DIV.ISION HAS BEEN SUBJECTED. 
THE OTHER SIGNIFICANT ATTACK BY FIRE itJAS BY 60MM MORTAR AGAINST 
CUNNINGHA~l, INDICATING AN APPARENT DETERMINATION u y THE ENEMY 
TO DEPLOY MANEUVER ELEMENTS AGAINST WITHDRAWING MARINE 
ELEMENTS9 

C. THERE WERE 2 ATTACKS BY FIRE IN THE 101ST ABN DIVISION 
AO, ONE'AGAINST FSB SPEAR, AND THE OTHER AGAINST ELEMENTS OF 
2/327 ABN BATTALION IN TRE HIGH GROUND SOUTHEAST OF 
TOMAHAWK. DURING THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF 9 MARCH, FSB 
L OS BANOS RECE-IVED A GROUND PROBE. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
INDICATIONI OF ENEMY ACTIVITY WITHIN THE HHST ABN_DIV 
AD INVOLVED REPORTS BY AIR OBSERVERS OF NUMEROUS _NEW BU~KERS, 
TRAIL, AND HUTS IN THE SO,UTHERN HALF OF THE A SHAU VALLEY-; 
THERE wERE ALSO INDICATIONS OF RECENT HEAVY TRAFFIC ALONG 
548, 'A*tt AI SMALL VEHICLE ~JP.SSIGH~D IN THE VICINITY OF 
YC 53~2. 
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DECLASSIFIED

0 09032 1Z ZYH ZFF 3
FM LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
TO MG TOWNSEND ACTING C?S MACV
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAF
ZEM
T 0 SE ECRE T PHB 0444 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION

(TS) ENEMY ACTIONS 081200 MARCH 69 TO 091200 MARCH 691.
A. ENEMY INITIATIVE DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD REFLECTED

NO CHANGE IN PATTERN OF ACTIVITY. MOVEMENT WITHIN THE DMZ, DETECTED
BY AO'S, RADAR, AND GROUND OBSERVERS, INDICATED A RETURN TO
THE NORMAL PATTERN'9 THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 11 ENEMY ATTACKS
BY FIRE AND 6 MINOR GROUND CONTACTS THROUGHOUT THE CORPS AO.

B. IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ, THE ENEMY
CONTINUED TO AVOID CONTACT WITH FRIENDLY PATROLS. OF SOME
SIGNIFICANCE WERE 2 ATTACKS BY FIRE AGAINST AN ELEMENT OF
THE 3/5 CAV, WHICH IS DEPLOYED IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ.
THIS UNIT RECEIVED SMALL ARMS FIRE AT 090001 HOURS AND RPG
FIRE AT 090700 HOURS. ENEMY POSITIONS AT THE TIME OF THESE
2 ATTACKS WERE REPORTED TO BE WITHIN SHDMZ, THUS MAINTAINING
THE RECENT AVERAGE OF APPROXIMATELY 1 DMZ INCIDENT PER DAY.

THE DEWEY CANYON A0 THERE WERE 6 ATTACKS BY FIRE 2 OFWHICH WERE OF RELATIVE SIGNIFICANCE. AT 080940, A71/9 MARINES
RECEIVED AN ESTIMATED 150 ROUNDS OF MORTAR FIRE, SUSTAINING
NO DAMAGE OR CASUALTIES. THIS REPRESENTS THE LARGEST ATTACK
BY FIRE TO WHICH ANY UNIT IN THE DIVISION HAS BEEN SUBJECTED.
THE OTHER SIGNIFICANT ATTACK BY FIRE WAS BY 60MM MORTAR AGAINST
C UNNINGHAM, INDICATING AN APPARENT DETERMINATION Y THE ENEMY
TO DEPLOY MANEUVER ELEMENTS AGAINST WITHDRAWING MARINE
ELEMENTS9

C. THERE WERE 2 ATTACKS BY FIRE IN THE 10 IST ABN DIVISION
AO, ONE AGAINST FSB SPEAR, AND THE OTHER AGAINST ELEMENTS OF
2/327 ABN BATTALION IN THE HIGH GROUND SOUTHEAST OF
TOMAHAWK. DURING THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF 9 MARCH, FSB
LOS BANOS RECEIVED A GROUND PROBE. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT
INDICATION OF ENEMY ACTIVITY WITHIN THE 101ST ABN DIV
AO INVOLVED REPORTS BY AIR OBSERVERS OF NUMEROUS NEW BUNKERS,
TRAIL, AND HUTS IN THE SOUTHERN HALF OF THE A SHAU VALLEY.
THERE WERE AL SO INDICATIONS OF RECENT HEAVY TRAFFIC ALONG
548, AND A SMALL VEHICLE WAS SIGHTED IN THE VICINITY OF

42(1)YC 5352.
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2.' (15) . ENEMY--INTENTIONS"---- .- -- .. --~-

C\, AL'~HOUGH THE ENE_MY CONTINUES TO AVOID.CONTACT tHTH 
FRIENDLY FORCES, AN ATTACK IN THE NORTHERN PORTION OF THE CORPS 
A,O IS STILL CONSIDERED IMMINENT. ADDITIONALLY, THE CAPABILITY 
OF THE ENEMY TO HARASS THE EXTRACTION OF 9TH MARINES AND 
ARV N ELEI)]ENT SCaNT INUES TO IMPR aVE. . 

• (TS) ACTION TA.K'EN AND IMMEDIATE FUURE PLANS. 
A. PLANS REMAIN UNCHA!~GED. GREATLY IMPROVED WEATHER 

DURING THE AFTERNOON OF 8 ~1ARCH PERMITTED THE REDEPLOYMENT 
a F THOSE 9T H MAR I NE EL EMENT S SCHEDUL ED FOR EXTR ACT ION ON THAT 
DATE. WEATHER PERMITTING, FINAL yJITHDRAI<JAL FROf1 THE DEWEY 
CANYON AO SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY 11 MARCH. IN THE 101ST ABN 
D IV AD, WEAl HER PERM !TED THE OCCUPAT ION· OF FSB \liHI?, AND' 
MOVEMENT INTO THE A SHAU IS CURRENTLY' PROGRAMMED FOR 10 MARCH. 

B. OF SIGNIFICANCE IN THE EXECUTION OF CURRENT PLANS WAS 
A RAPID DETER-IORATION (AT THE CLOSE OF THE REPORTING PERIOD) 
OF' WEATHER CONDITIONS. ADDITIONAL DELAYS ARE ANTICIPATED. 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IM~1EDIATELY 
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2. (TS) ENEMY INTENTIONS
A. ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY CONTINUES TO AVOID CONTACT WITH

FRIENDLY FORCES, AN ATTACK IN THE NORTHERN PORTION OF THE CORPS
A.O IS STILL CONSIDERED IMMINENT. ADDITIONALLY, THE CAPABILITY
OF THE ENEMY TO HARASS THE EXTRACTION OF 9TH MARINES AND
ARVN ELEMENTS CONTINUES TO IMPROVE.

(TS) ACTION TAKEN AND IMMED IATE FUURE PLANS.
A. PLANS REMAIN UNCHANGED. GREATLY IMPROVED WEATHER

DURING THE AFTERNOON OF 8 MARCH PERMITTED THE REDEPLOYMENT
OF THOSE 9TH MARINE ELEMENTS SCHEDULED FOR EXTRACTION ON THAT
DATE. WEATHER PERMITTING, FINAL WITHDRAWAL FROM THE DEWEY
CANYON AO SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY 11 MARCH. IN THE 101ST ABN
DIV AO, WEATHER PERMITED THE OCCUPATION OF F SB WHIP, AND
MOVEMENT INTO THE A SHAU IS CURRENTLY PROGRAMMED FOR 10 MARCH.

B. OF SIGNIFICANCE IN THE EXECUTION OF CURRENT PLANS WAS
RAPID DETERIORATION (AT THE CLOSE OF THE REPORTING PERIOD)A

OF WEATHER CONDITIONS. ADDITIONAL DELAYS ARE ANTICIPATED.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
5 66
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f. 0 IfJ~3~4Z Z'~ ZF'F73 
rFft1 lTG ·srlt~WE1..t..CG X)(IV CORPS 
1. i 0 MG TOW N,:,SEND ,f~cT ING eNtEF OF. STAFF -MACV 
; INFO LTGCUSHMANCG III (fJAF 

I T Z r p ~~ ~ t;e~ RET PHS' 045! EYES ONt.. Y 
! SUSJECT..iESTIMATE 0'. THE SItUATION 

1. (tS):ENEMY ACTIONS" 091200 MAR G' TO 101200 MAR 69. . 
A. ENElYIY HUltAT IVE .nUR ING THE REPORTING PER IOD REFLECTED NO 

. MAJOR CHANGE HIT H£PATTERN OF ACTN lTY mOM THAT OF THE PAST 
I F£!~l DAYS. -'TlfERE \lIAS A NOT ICEABtE INCREASE IN MOVEMENT IN tHE 
! NRDMZ. SLJGHTl Y MORE THAW 00 PERSONNEL WERE DETECTED MOVING 
i IN A SlfOU1'HIRl..Y FIRECTION THROUGH THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE 
: N Hl)MZ ~oo l'HwES!, OF -GIO. L INH. GROUPS OETECTED AVERAGED 

. A PPROX IMA1'EL Y 10. TO 15 PEOPLE. 
B. THE ~lUMBER. OF' ATtACKS BV FIRE AR-D GROUND CONTACTS WAS 

II' El.-t'\T 1\1£1..Y THE SAM&:' AS THATRECENTL Y REPORTED. THERE WERE A 
T01"L OF SlEVEN STANDOFF ATTACKS AND AN EQUAL NUMBER OF 
r" IDEl. Y DH~PERSro GROUND CONTACTS. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT GROUND 
CONTACT {)(~CURRED IN THE VI€INITV OF MAl 1.0C AT MIDDAY ON 9 MARCH. 

I IN THIS A(~lON, K/3/! MARIN!S AMBUSHED AN ESTIMATED ENEMY PlATOON, ; 
:. KILLING~lAND CAPTURING ONE P~l. AND 15 WEAPONS •. THE PW INDICATED ! 
. THAT HE, Wf~S FROM THE 15TM TRANS BN Of (tJR-4, CHARGED WIrH THE TASK: 

OF TRANspcmrI NO .R ICg ANOEV ACUATING WOUNDED.. ADDI! rONAL.L Y, II tHE ( 
Vl~INITY ~)F FSS TOMBSTONE, TWO VC WERE KILLED AND 10 PW'S WERE 
CAPTURED • .' tNITIAL. READOUT INDICATES THAT THE PW'S ARE CURRENTLY 
F'UNCTIONliQCj IN A LOCAL-FORe!! ve CAPACITY BUT WER£ FORMERLY' . 
MEMBERS ()l~ THE· qt2TR NVA. JU!GIME:NT. OTHER ACTIONS IN THE NORTH~RN 
PORtION 01;' THE. CORPS AOVERt \IlIDEL y' DISPERsm AND MINOR IN. . 
NATURE, El(TENDING FROM OCEAN VIEW TO HYwAV 926 AND INCL.UDING 

SMAt.t CONT iI~CTS IN THE VIClNlTY OF F sa NEV lLl,.£ 1 F'SB ALPINE, 
THE SHORE. LINE 0;' THE CUA VIET RIVER, AND C-2. OF SOME INTEREST 
flAS TM! tHScOV£RY BY A 1) MARINE DIVISION RECON TEAM Of AN OLD 
CACHE APPJ~OXIMATELY ~KMNORTHWEST OFlZ SAIGON. 73 INDIVIDUAL 
flF.APONS 1I11E1U~ FOUND. BUT THERE liAS NO INDICATION THAT THE CACHE 
HAt} BEEN lE:STABLISHED IN RECENT MONTHS. 

c. THESITUAtroN IN ,.THEDEWEY CANYON AO REMIHNS QUIET ~HTH 
A SMALL· ATTACK BY FIRE ON FSB- CUNNINGHAM AND TWO Nt NOR ENEMY 
CONTACTS JUST NORTH OF THE LAOTION BORDER INVOl.VING 0/1/9 MARINES. 

D. THE 101$1 ABN DIVISION AO CONTINum TO R€MAIN REl.ATIVELY 
I HAC! IVE,' \fIT H ALl. ENEMY CONTACT .TAK INS l'LAC£ I N THE SAME GENER AL 

. 4PEAS ASPJ~EVIOU.SL.Y 'REPORTEDI THE JUNGl,.E AREA DuE NORTH OF 
r SAstOGNEftHE COASTAL AREA APPROXIMATELY J0 KM EAS! OF HUE, . ! ' AND THE. A,~EA.AROU"D 'SB LO$ .. BANOS. tlmn: WAS litO R!pmtED Cfl~-"f;l"~ 

I· . v Inc TH~re:N[1'N IN THE M~SSACHtJs[TTS STR nCD AD. , ~~.I!..LJ 
1 , 
1. 
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0 190324Z ZYP ZFF73
FM LTG STILWELL CG XX IV CORPS
TO MG TOWNSEND ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF MACV
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAF

TOPSECRET PHB 0453 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION
1. (IS) ENEMY ACTIONS 091200 MAR 69 TO 101200 MAR 69.

A. ENEMY INITIATIVE DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD REFLECTED NO
MAJOR CHANGE IN THE PATTERN OF ACTIVITY FROM THAT OF THE PAST
FEM DAYS. THERE WAS A NOTICEABLE INCREASE IN MOVEMENT IN THE
NHDMZ. SLIGHTLY MORE THAN 00 PER SONNEL WERE DETECTED MOVING
IN A SHOUTHERLY FIRECTION THROUGH THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE
N HDMZ NORTHWEST OF GIO LINH. GROUPS DETECTED AVERAGED
PPROX IMATELY 10 TO 15 PEOPLE.

B. THE NUMBER OF ATTACKS BY FIRE AND GROUND CONTACTS WAS
RELAT IVELY THE SAME AS THAT RECENTLY REPORTED. THERE WERE A
TOTAL OF SEVEN STANDOFF ATTACKS AND AN EQUAL NUMBER OF
WIDELY DISPERSED GROUND CONTACTS. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT GROUND
CONTACT OCCURRED IN THE VICINITY OF MAI LOC AT MIDDAY ON 9 MARCH.
IN THIS ACTION, K/3/3 MARINES AMBUSHED AN ESTIMATED ENEMY PLATOON,
KILLING 21 AND CAPTURING ONE PW AND 15 WEAPONS. THE PW INDICATED
THAT HE WAS FROM THE 15TH TRANS BN OF MR-4, CHARGED WITH THE TASK
OF TRANSPORTING RICE AND EVACUATING WOUNDED. ADDITIONALLY, IN THE
VICINITY OF FSB TOMBSTONE, TWO VC WERE KILLED AND 10 PW'S WERE
CAPTURED. INITIAL READOUT INDICATES THAT THE PW'S ARE CURRENTLY
FUNCTIONING IN A LOCAL-FORCE VC CAPACITY BUT WERE FORMERLY
MEMBERS OF THE 812TH NV A REGIMENT. OTHER ACTIONS IN THE NORTHERN
PORTION OF THE CORPS AO WERE WIDELY DISPERSED AND MINOR IN
NATURE, EXTENDING FROM OCEAN VIEW TO HYWAY 926 AND INCLUDING
SMALL CONTACTS IN THE VICINITY OF FSB NEVILLE, FSB ALPINE,
THE SHORE LINE OF THE CUA VIET RIVER, AND C-2. OF SOME INTEREST
WAS THE DISCOVERY BY A D MARINE DIVISION RECON TEAM OF AN OLD
CACHE APPROXIMATELY 2KM NORTHWEST OF LZ SAIGON. 73 IDIVIDUAL
WEAPONS WERE FOUND, BUT THERE WAS NO INDICATION THAT THE CACHE
HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED IN RECENT MONTHS.

C. THE SITUATION IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO REMAINS QUIET WITH
A SMALL ATTACK BY FIRE ON FSB CUNNINGHAM AND TWO MINOR ENEMY
CONTACTS JUST NORTH OF THE LAOTION BORDER INVOLVING D/1/9 MARINES.

D. THE 10 1ST ABN DIVISION A0 CONTINUED TO REMAIN RELATIVELY
INACTIVE, WITH ALL ENEMY CONTACT TAKING PLACE IN THE SAME GENERAL
APEAS AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED: THE JUNGLE AREA DUE NORTH OF
BASTOGNE; THE COASTAL AREA PROXIMATEL 10 KM EAST OF HUE;
AND THE AREA AROUND FSB LOS BANOS. THERE WAS NO REPORTED CONTACT

43/11WITH THE ENEMY IN THE MASSACHUSETTS STRIKER AO.
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L i '-'--~-(rSJ-~n-OOC-tmlrrt()N S~t:-----~-------
1. A. PR~tVIOUst Y REPORTE;D INDICATIONS OT [NE,MY INTENT IONS 

REMAIN uN~atANtm>. IT APPEARS THAT THE PARa..l. ING ACTIVITIES OF 
HED MAR l;,NE D JVISION IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH Of THE Df,fz 

MAY BE'HAVU'G AN .IMPACTONTME CAPABILITY OF NVA UNITS TO 
EXECUTE tJIEIR OFFENS1VE PL.ANS. NEVERtHELESS, tHE CAPABILITY 

,CONTINugSTO EXIST. THERE CONTINUES TO BE AN INDICATION THAT 
ENEMY ;OR(~ES IN THE DDlEY CANYON AO ARE BECOMING (MGAfUZED AND 
~TT!MPT nUl to DISRUPT 9TH MARINE MOVEM£NT·S.TO DATE THIS EFFORT 
HAS FEEN UNSUCCESSFUL. ' ." 

3. (T5) ~~CtIONS tAKEN. AND IMMEDIAtE FutURE PLANS. " 
:~.,'., A~'- 'PL'MJS"~REMA1 N UNCHANGED' SUT CONT1NUg--T(fBt Ira A1EDBY BAD 
WEATH£R~ : AT THE 'BEGINNINGOF lMEREPORTING PERIOD, THERE WAS 

A ~APID DEt!RIOR'ATION IN THE WEATHER , TO TNEEXTENT THAT ALL 
HELIC'OPTEil' OPERATIONS \liERE HAlTED' THE WEATHER DID NOT BEGIN TO 

. IMPROVE U~TIL THE MORNING OF 10 MARCH, AT WHIeH TIME CEILINGS 
BEGAN TO tIFt SLIGHTLY AND SOME AIR OPtRATtONS BECAME POSSIBLE .. 

B. carps PRIORITIES REI'lAIN ,UNCHARGED" WITH THE EXTRACTION 
,OF THE 9TII( MARINES FROM THE·DEWEY CANYON AO CONSIDERED THE MOST 

URG.ENT fJNI)!RTAKING.· ADVERSEW£ATH£R PREVENTED THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE MOVEMENt INtO THE lOt/Eft ASl!AU a,v T.Jlt. 101$1 ABN DIVISION. 
BUi AlL Uli.lTS ARE PREPARED TO MOVE AS SOON AS THE WEATHER BREAKS. 

C. THI~ 9 MARCH ELECTIONS IN BOTH QUANG TR I AND THUA THIEN' 
PROVINC£S'l~ERECONDUCT£D WITHOUT INCIDENT. INITIAL REPORTS OF 
RESUl. T8 AIRE fAVOfH\8l,.E, PART ICu"ARL Y AS THEY PERTAIN TO POPULAT ION 
PART lCIPA:r ION. '.' 

. SSO NOTE: ·DEl IVtR IMMEDIATEL Y 
720 C r---: ; 
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2. (TS) ENEMY INTENTIONS:
A. PREVIOUSLY REPORTED INDICATIONS OF ENEMY INTENTIONS

REMAIN UNCHANGED. IT APPEARS THAT THE PAROLLING ACTIVITIES OF
HE D MARINE DIVISION IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ
MAY BE HAVING AN IMPACT ON THE CAPABILITY OF NV A UNITS TO
EXECUTE THEIR OFFENSIVE PLANS. NEVERT MELESS, THE CAPABILITY
CONTINUES TO EXIST. THERE CONTINUES TO BE AN INDICATION THAT
ENEMY FORCES IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO ARE BECOMING OR GANIZED AND
ATTEMPTING TO DISRUPT 9TH MARINE MOVEMENTS. TO DATE THIS EFFORT
HAS BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL.
3. (TS) ACTIONS TAKEN AND IMMEDIATE FUTURE PLANS.

A. PLANS REMAIN UNCHANGED BUT CONTINUE TO BE DELAYED BY BAD
WEATHER. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE REPORTING PERIOD, THERE WAS
A RAPID DETERIORATION IN THE WEATHER, TO THE EXTENT THAT ALL
HELICOPTER OPERATIONS WERE HALTED9 THE WEATHER DID NOT BEGIN TO
IMPROVE UNTIL THE MORNING OF 10 MARCH, AT WHICH TIME CEILINGS
BEGAN TO LIFT SLIGHTLY AND SOME AIR OPERATIONS BECAME POSSIBLE.

B. CORPS PRIORITIES REMAIN UNCHANGED, WITH THE EXTRACTION
OF THE 9TH MARINES FROM THE DEWEY CANYON AO CONSIDERED THE MOST
URGENT UNDERTAKING. ADVERSE WEATHER PREVENTED THE CONTINUATION
OF THE MOVEMENT INTO THE LOWER ASHAU BY THE 101ST ABN DIVISION,
BUT ALL UNITS ARE PREPARED TO MOVE AS SOON AS THE WEATHER BREAKS.

C. THE 9 MARCH ELECTIONS IN BOTH QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN
PROVINCES WERE CONDUCTED WITHOUT INCIDENT. INITIAL REPORTS OF
RESULTS ARE FAVORABLE, PARTICULARLY AS THEY PERTAIN TO POPULATION
PARTICIPATION.

SS0 NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
720
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vn; .... I ,un CODE FROM DATE 
:t- ORIGINATOR 

Mf!"'''''' 'L\~~t.ln MA.l'.\I tnt MA~'9 A-ACTION ICOGNIZANCE 
C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 1 ... 141>1* / vUl'lI ~ DATE 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

FROM DATEOPERATION CODE
x ORIGINATOR 10 MAR 69MG TOWNSEND MACVA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
1,2,3,INFORMATION

OF 4 COPIES REC JS-SIGNATURE COPY4993647
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE
OUTIN SECRET MAC 3221 EYES ONL Y

3 CG REMARKS

13marDCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE SBC WITHIN

IC/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

3/10S/S
G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ
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EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP
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n 1-0~~!)4ZZYf1-ZFF:=?---~"'-' -_ ...... ~.--.. -.. ----.... --.... ;~ . 
c"v MG TC~i"~.'SEr-.;::.: ('OF'S ~;~~,CV 

TO. LTG HIL1Tr:'l-Ip,i COFS CI~JCPAC 
VADM .JOHI~lS0t-,i D-Il~.-~fS WASH, 
III.}FO LTG CtjSI-MHJ CG I II' MAF 
ZEM ..,.::~ -=-7' .;;. 

OANANG 

SEC R I:: T MAO ~071 EYES ONLY 
SU'=UE CT ~ REPORT 'ON SEeDEF V I SIT (S) 
REF: A. MAC 2663 DT~ 011128z MAR 6q ,(S) 

B. CINcPac 012317Z MAR 69 (5) 

... ., .~ 

1- (S) REFEREf'WE A FURN1SHt:O ITI~jt:RARY l='ORSECDEF VISIT TO 
RVj\j. PEFEQENCE 8 REQUESTED ITEM I ZED A CCOUNT OF SUBJECTS 
DISCUSSED OURING VISIT. THIS MESSAGE COVERS ACTIVITY OF 9 
MARCH 1969. , ' 
r,. ($) DURING \lVISIT TO t OTZ SECD.EF RECEIVED NORMAL 
P8!~FINGS TO INCLUDE AN UP-DATE OF ON-GOING 'OPERATIONS 
A~,~O FUTURE PLANS OF COMMANDS V I S I TEO. CG I II MAF 
Co.NSIOr::R,S FOLLOWING ITEMS D..!..!~DURING THE DAY OF 
PARTICULAR 1"lOTE: ~. ~ • 

~. uvHll LE J~T 66 ACT' CAL FIGHT WAS CONS 1 DEH ABLE 
DISCUSSION OF If\lT ON PROGHAM IN LAOS, TO INCLUDE 
lIMITp,TI'Of\iS .~ND CAP'6,BILITIES OF CBU'S AND DIFFICULTIES 
Ef'JCOUNTE:REO II\·! DESTRUCT I ON OF ENEMY TRUCKS. SEeDEF ALSO 
ASKt=:'D aBOuT :~IRCl=UFT LOSS RATIOS AND WAS ADVJSEOTHAT IN THE 
PAST lj(7;e!0 SORTIES, T\I\IO AIRCRAFT HAD 9EEf\! LOST.' 

B. FOLLOWiNG B~ IEFlNG BY CG III MAF SECDEr ENQUIRED AS TO THE 
RAT I Of'!ALE FOR LTG CuSHMAi\I·S CAUT I OUS OPT 1M I SM AS TO PR OGRESS 
OF THE IN fi,~. st:COF.,F ST.A TEO ,T I-lA TIN A V LS I T T1,1\:o. YEAR S A GO 
HE HAD 9.EGEIVED A SIMILAR OPTIMISTIC REPORT WHICH FAILED 
TO MATERIALIZE. LTG CUS!-MAN POINTED OUT'THAT IN THE If\JTERIM 
TH~ ENEMY' HAD CHANGED THE GAME \'II ITH THE I NTROOUCT I ON or 
I_ARG!=.: NUMBERS OF FORCES OUR I NG TET OF LAST YEAR. I N THE FINAL 
A~JALYS!S, 'HE CONTINUED, THE 'ENEMY FAILED TO l~CCOMPL ISH ANY 
REAL GA.I!'l SAVr:: THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ·ONCERTAIN SEGMENTS 
OF THE US PUBL I C. LTG CUSHMAl'! ST ATEO HIS PRESENT VIEW II\IAS 
°A~~l) O~,! T:-JE cACT THAT THE E!\!EMY' S REeEI'.!T POST-TET ATTACKS 
wEHE 0 I SRUPTED ;HE HAD ACCOMPL' SHED LITTLE; AND THERE 
II\JAS NO J%PPRECIABLE t!\.~PACT ON PACIFICATIOf\J. THE Jf',lCREASED 

, I -

V!ETNAM~SEE PARTICIPATION IN THE PEOPLE"S SELF DEFENSE 
FOR rES HID LOCAL ELEGT 1 O~LS WERf- CLEAR cuT II\lO 1 CES OF THE 
::'EOPLE OECLAP'1T'·!G THa".1SELVES FOR THE GOVERNMENT. 
(!~ I~t!-!!LE AT XXIV CORPS THERE IMAS DISCUSSION OF DIFFICULTIES 
ENCOUNTERED A~ A RESULT OF EX1ST!f'.!GROE HID THEIR APPLICA­
TION TO MILlTft,RY OPERATIONS W!THIN THE_DMZ. SPECIF.ICALLY 
IT '''lAS l::JOI NTEO OUT THE CURRDn ROE. APE PREVENT I NG ALL I EO 

FOR. CEf) FROM DETE~R I NGI NF I L TRA T I ON THROUGH THE DMZ. 
n. b.T n IV IS! f)l\i 1..JEAO(lUARTER. S AT HUE THE SECDEF PRESEi\.lTEO 
T!-lE U~s:~· PRES1DEt<lTIL uNIT (!ITAT10N TO THEARVN 1ST 1f'IFANTRY 
r-IV1~1""1~1 ;:::-;:'S r::'!TR",I"'>~tjlr-1A.'=1Y (?A.LLPIl"RYt;I\'':' Ar<'-'I~\I::';·'r::f\'T If\! 
AI"'TI f"I",: A~A I\:.'~T UI"'><::Ttl -:- :-':",... ... c-~. ;:-P"'/' 1 J'\III A?V 1ot:'7 -:r?h: /') 

."1 f·~· 'o~? . --.- ",.-: /-" -' H . -, . -. . ) :2.:lll 
r.:--:::":\.,, II Q V 1. '. 
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C. 1993547 ZYH ZFF-3
FM MG TOWNSEND COFS MACV
TO LTG HLTCHIN COFS CINCPAC
VADM JOHNSON DIR is WASH
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF DANANG
ZEM
SECRE T MAC 3071 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: REPORT ON SECDEF VISIT (S)
REF: A. MAC 2663 DTG 011128Z MAR 60 (S)

B. CINCPAC 012317Z MAR 69 (S)

1. (S) REFERENCE A FURNISHED ITINERARY FOR SECDEF VISIT TO
RVN. REFERENCE B REQUESTED ITEMIZED ACCOUNT OF SUBJECTS
DISCUSSED DURING VISIT. THIS MESSAGE COVERS ACTIVITY OF 9
MARCH 1969.
O. (S) DURING VVISIT TO I CTZ SECDEF RECEIVED NORMAL
PRIEFINGS TO INCLUDE AN UP-DATE OF ON-GOING OPERATIONS
AND FUTURE PLANS OF COMMANDS VISITED. CG 111 MAF
CONSIDERS FOLLOWING ITEMS DISCUSSED DURING THE DAY OF
PARTICULAR NOTE:

A. WHILE AT 66 PACTICAL FIGHT WAS CONSIDERABLE
DISCUSSION OF INTTON PR OGRAM IN LAOS, TO INCLUDE
LIMITATIONS AND CAPABILITIES OF CBU S AND DIFFICULTIES
ENCOUNTERED IN DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY TRUCKS. SECDEF ALSO
ASKED ABOUT AIRCRAFT LOSS RATIOS AND WAS ADVISED THAT IN THE

PAST 4000 SORTIES, TWO AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN LOST.
B. FOLLOWING BRIEFING BY CG 111 MAF SECDEF ENQUIRED AS TO THE

RATIONALE FOR LTG CUSHMAN'S CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM AS TO PR OGRESS

OF THE WAR. SECDEF STATED THAT IN A VISIT TWO YEARS AGO
HE HAD RECEIVED A SIMILAR OPTIMISTIC REPORT WHICH FAILED
TO MATERIALIZE. LTG CUSHMAN POINTED OUT THAT IN THE INTERIM
THE ENEMY HAD CHANGED THE GAME WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF

LARGE NUMBERS OF FORCES DURING TET OF LAST YEAR. IN THE FINAL

ANALYSIS, HE CONTINUED, THE ENEMY FAILED TO ACCOMPLISH ANY

REAL GAIN SAVE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ON CERTAIN SEGMENTS

OF THE US PUBLIC. LTG CUSHMAN STATED HIS PRESENT VIEW WAS

PASED ON THE FACT THAT THE ENEMY'S RECENT POST-TET ATTACKS
WERE DISRUPTED; HE HAD ACCOMPLISHED LITTLE; AND THERE
WAS NO APPRECIABLE IMPACT ON PACIFICATION. THE INCREASED
VIETNAMESEE PARTICIPATION IN THE PEOPLE'S SELF DEFENSE
FORCES AND LOCAL ELECTIONS WERE CLEAR CUT INDICES OF THE

PEOPLE DECLARING THEMSELVES FOR THE GOVERNMENT.
C. WHILE AT XXIV CORPS THERE WAS DISCUSSION OF DIFFICULTIES
ENCOUNTERED AS A RESULT OF EXISTING ROE AND THEIR APPLICA-
TION TO MILITARY OPERATIONS WITHIN THE DMZ. SPECIFICALLY

IT WAS POINTED OUT THE CURRENT R OE ARE PREVENTING ALLIED

FORCED FROM DETERRING INFILTRATION THROUGH THE DMZ.
D. AT DIVISION HEADQUARTERS AT HUE THE SECDEF PRESENTED
THE U.S. PRESIDENTIL UNIT CITATION TO THE ARVN 1ST INFANTRY

DIVISION FOR EXTRACRAINARY GALLANTRY AND ACHIEVEMENT IN

ACTION AGAINST HOSTIL FORCES FROM 1 JANUARY 1967 TC ?5 22(1)
CERTIFIED 10'?
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f~-' AT fJA f\.;p~~~G, SEeDEF HELD A PRESS CONFER-ENCEWHERE HE--------' 
EMPHASIZED THE !MPQ9,T-A,NCE OF THE IMPROVEMENT IN SVf\l 
FOqCE::: ANO. THE EV;::~!TUAL REPLACEMENT OF SOME OF U.S. 
cOMB~T FORCE') wiTH SV!,I UNITS; HE STATEO AGA IN THAT IF 
1 NO t seR I \IA! !'!ATE SHELL I NG OF POPuLA T ION CENTER S CONT I ~.iuE 
TO A.NY E.XTPJT, A Q,E.')'='ONSE IN ILL 8E MADE BY FORGES HERE 
n,i "1t:TNAM. H:;: \'~AS .ASKED ABOUT U.S. BOM'3INGS II'J LAOS AND 
Ar\i~!MF.qEO TYAT THE.II.S. SENDS RECONNAISSANCE ~AlSSIONS 
P'!TO LAOS ANO THES::: RECONNAISANCE MISSIONS ARE ESCORTZO 
qy AR~~ED A !RCR.I\FT. HE INAS ALSO ~SKED ABOUT THE U.S. 
MAR.rfl.JESHOLOING :::EVEAL POSITlO!'lS INSIDE LAOS OURING 
THE DE.Vi!~:Y r:.Al"iVON OPERATIONS. HE STATED THAT Ht: WA$ 
~!OT I r:J 1\ POS IT! (11\! TO CQ~f:~AE ~~T-,ON TJ-I.A-T-;-SI0RY. -. HE ·."\!A S 
ASf<ED I F A REDU0T! 0"1 OF L!~ s. TROOP STRENGTH M! GHT 8E' 
PO~SIBLE THLS Yf.AR, BUT HE WOULD NOT COMI,!:ENT Oi'! TYIS 
qL'~)T I Ol'!~ '-IE l') 10 F:XPLA I N THAT THERE 1J'l.!OULD B,E ft. BUDGET 
Af'070~! IF"Qo, SVI'I TO !!\rCPEAS~ FU"!OING FOR THE MODERNIZATION 
OF SVN FORCES. T!-llS WOULD AMOUNT TO ABOUT 70 MILL ION 
DOLLAR, S. HE EXPlA l\'\iEO THAT TH' S WOULD MEAN FULL Y 
FUI'.lD I NG THE UPGP flD II'JG OF SVN FORCES TO MA II'H A II\~ AND 
SECURE H-IS OBJECTIVE OF SElF-OETERMINATIOI\.! FOR THE 
O!="l"'!PI r-'Of:" S\!~i ' : ' __ ~.J~ _L.:.. I + ... lJ t'.:. 

3. (IJ) TH~RE AClE NO SIGNIFICANT ITINERARY CHANGES PLANNED 
FOP. 10 MARCH 1969. GP7 1J 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER/DURING WAKING HOURS 
.6rn0 

. SECRfJC . _.:;l 
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E. AT DA NANG, SECDEF HELD A PRESS CONFERENCE WHERE HE
EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE IMPROVEMENT IN SVN
FORCES AND THE EVENTUAL REPLACEMENT OF SOME OF U.S.
COMBAT FORCES WITH SVN UNITS: HE STATED AGAIN THAT IF
INDISCRIMINATE SHELLING OF POPULATION CENTERS CONTINUE
TO ANY EXTENT, A RESPONSE WILL BE MADE BY FORCES HERE
IN VIETNAM. HE WAS ASKED ABOUT U.S. BOMBINGS IN LAOS AND
ANSWERED THAT THE U.S. SENDS RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS
INTO LAOS AND THESE RECONNAISANCE MISSIONS ARE ESCORTED
BY ARMED IRCRAFT. HE WAS ALSO ASKED ABOUT THE U.S.
MARINES HOLDING SEVEAL POSITIONS INSIDE LAOS DURING
THE DEWEY CANYON OPERATIONS. HE STATED THAT HE WAS
NOT IN A POSITION TO COMMENT- ON THAT. STORY. HE WAS
ASKED IF A REDUCTION OF U.S. TR00P STRENGTH MIGHT BE
POSSIBLE THIS YEAR, BUT HE WOULD NOT COMMENT ON THIS
QUESTION. HE DID EXPLAIN THAT THERE WOULD BE A BUDGET
ADD70N FOR SVN TO INCREASE FUNDING FOR THE MODERNIZATION
OF SVN FORCES. THIS WOULD AMOUNT TO ABOUT 70 MILLION
DOLLARS. HE EXPLAINED THAT THIS WOULD MEAN FULLY
FUNDING THE UPGRADING OF SVN FORCES TO MAINTAIN AND
SECURE THE OBJECTIVE OF SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE
PEOPLE OF SVN.
3. (U) THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ITINERARY CHANGES PLANNED
FOR 10 MARCH 1969. GP74

22(2)SSO NOTE: DELIVER/DURING WAKING HOURS
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ROUTE SECTION CODE OQNftUENT,tl eNK ~663 ;VES OHLY 
, 

IN OUT , .. CG ~ .JZ/ REMARKS~ I 
! , 

~ r I 
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DC/S PLAN 

J SIS L .3//1) ... ps.-
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SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE CONFIDENTIAL BNK 2663 EYES ONLYIN OUT

3 CG REMARKS
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I
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ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC/S PLAN
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, ZE~A ~~ ;,~'" ,"'t - . , 

CON Fro E NT.! A L 8NK 066:; EYES ONL Y 
1. COMt-AAND,V'lT, ROYAL THA I MAE I NE CORPS:, 

RlIDM SOPHON S!)Yf~RNSETTA:<GRN, RTMe 
'7.1. DEPUTY CO~AMAl\IIJANT, ROYAL THA I MAR I NE CORPS: 

CAPT JARONG TULYANON, RTMC 
::s. CHIEF OF STAFF, ROYAL Tf-!AI MARINE CORPS 

CAPT YUTHAYA, CHERDBOONMUAN, P"TMC 
4~ GOMUMACTHA I 

MGEl'i HAL. Q. MC GOwN USA 
~. US EMBASSY PERSONNEL TO BE CONTACTED ARE NOT KNOWN AT THIS 
T I ME, HO"NEVER, I. Su SPE OT IT WilL BE: 

MR' NORMAN B. HANI\JAH oeM . 
MR ROBERT J. JM\iTZEN SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE AMBASSAO~ 
MR GEORGE F. MULLER COUNSELOR FOR POL MIL 

h~ VER Y R ESPECTFULL Y C. F. QU IL I C I 
GP-4 

SSO 1',101E: pREe F-OQ, XM I 5S I ON ONL Y 
DEL OUR I NG DUTY YOUR S 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

C 7YP ZFF-1
FM CCL OPILICI, J5 USMACTHAI
TO LTGEN CUSHMAN, CG, 111 MAF
ZEM

0 IDENTIAL BNK 0663 EYES ONLY
1. COMMANDANT, ROYAL THAI MARINE CORPS:

RADM SOPHON SUYARNSETTAKORN, RTMC
2. DEPUTY COMMANDANT, ROYAL THAI MARINE CORPS:

CAPT JARONG TULYANON, RTMC
CHIEF OF STAFF, ROYAL THAI MARINE CORPS3.
CAPT YUTHAYA CHERDBOONMUAN, RTMC

4. COMUMACTHAI
MGEN HAL. D. MC COWN USA

5. US EMBASSY PERSONNEL TO BE CONTACTED ARE NOT KNOWN AT THIS
TIME, HOWEVER, I SUSPECT IT WILL BE:

MR NORMAN B. HANNAH DCM
MR ROBERT J. JANTZEN SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE AMBASSADOR
MR GEORGE F. MULLER COUNSEL OR FOR POL MIL

6. VERY RESPECTFULLY C.F. QUILICI
GP-4

SSO NOTE: PREC FOR XMISSION ONLY
DEL DURING DUTY HOURS
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CG REMARKS
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. SU8J~CT: REQUEST FOR PROJECT DELTA CU) 

• 

1. (S) THIS Y.ESSAGE PR.OVIDES FAC'TS CONCERN!~jG.THE JGS DECISION TO 
[l~LAY THE ASSIGf'!MENT OF 'PR,OJECT bELTA TO I CORPS UNTIL AFTER 1 ~,PR'IL 
19t:"9. ' , . 
')~ ($) ni'ADD IT I ON TO YOUR REQUEST FOR 'PROJECT DELTA, A S 1M ILAR 
QF'DUEST FR OM CG, I CORPS !!VA S PRESENTED TO MG DZU, SPEC I AL ASS I ST.6.NT 
TO CHIEF, JGS FOR PLANS, DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TQ ! CORPS~ MG 

. D7U SUPPOPTED THE REQUEST AND RECOMMENDED THE ATTACHMENT OF PROJECT 
DELTA, TO I capps ON 1'5 MARCH. GE~.l VIEN, HO!!1JEVER, DIRECTED THAT THE 
g1ST AIPBORNE ~ANGER 8ATTALION, !l!rHICH PROVIDES THE REACTION FORCE FOR 
D~!...TA RECOf\.Jf\!A.ISSANCETEAMS, CONTI·NUE ITS MISSION IN III CORPS'PRIOR 
TO A,)S'G~jMENT TO I COf1,PS. THE 81ST AIRBO~NE RANGER BATTALIO~I IS 
f!rI:)!~P1TL y Hr:::p,\~' L Y . COMM !TTED If'~ T A Y r-iH~H PROV I'~JQE; 

:z. (S) ! FULL Y AGR.::E '~i ITH YOUR PLANS FOR THE EMPLOyMENT OF PROJECT 
OEL T ,h A~ff'L:l BELIEVE THE RECONNA 1 SSA~iCE TEAMSI~rOUL1i)18E A GREAT VAlJ1E 
JO YOu. SINCE IT IS NOT C0f\1SIDE8ED FEASIBLE TO EMPLOY PROJECT·DELTA 
'M1TJ-I~J AREACTIO~! FORCE, ,REQUEST YOu EXAMINE ,TH::: POSSIBIL ITY OF 
1tT1LIZIf\,lG III MAF OR ! CORPS ~SSETS TO PROVIDE AREACTIO!,-.j FORCE rOR 
op..Oj'="r.T DELT(! OPERAT10r.:jS~ co, 5TH SPECIA.L FORCES CR,OUP HAS INDICATED 

'T~,;~T ,~MIf>.1!M,lN'OF THREE r.,.,()ilAPANISS Ill)lLL PE REQUIRED~.~JlD YOU,F,'NO 
Tf--IIS C0URSE OF ACT 101\1 FE~S'BLE, ['7\1';1 ILL REQUEST GEN VIEN)TO CONSIDER 
TYE E~fiPlOYMEf\!T OF PROJECT DELTA IN I CORPS ON··l5~l{l.THOUT THE 
g,sr ~.lqBOR.NE R~}.{GER BATTAL!ON. THE RANGER,S WOULD 8E REQUESTED TO BE 
DEPLOYED TO I CORPS If\!, E~,RLY i\,PRIL TO BECOME THE REACTION FORCE UPOI'J 
A.oq I VAL: 
G~-4 . 

SSO 'NOTt::: O::L I\fER OU? 1~'!GDuTY HOURS 
')!il0i 

, , 

~7~~.L- .fjF~IA COJV,e ~ /D/ S4"1). Hey "".uk.! P;4N'~4e . 

(j~), ,,_ '#.~J,..,,,#~ q~ (;..- $ OPN ""~£. WI"£' /N'4j-;r'~-<J( 
, '. ''''',N-1I1f .0., .. .' 
f; .... l' J :: ."t.~ ,~~ a. ~ ~.;s· ~N';. 9/ tr"'.j ,,,,,,,.,,s ,»/*''''~''' ~J-"/ 
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Of 1177047 7.HH 7FF -1
FV GEN GCODPASTER DEP COMUSMACV
TO LTG CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
ZEM
SECRET MAC 105 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PROJECT DELTA (U)
1. (S) THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES FACTS CONCERNING THE JGS DECISION TO
DELAY THE ASSIGNMENT OF PROJECT DELTA TO I CORPS UNTIL AFTER 1 APRIL
1969.
2. (s) IN ADDITION TO YOUR REQUEST FOR PROJECT DELTA, A SIMILAR
REQUEST FROM CG, I CORPS WAS PRESENTED TO MG DZU, SPECIAL ASSISTANT
TO CHIEF, JGS FOR PLANS, DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO I CORPS. MG
DZU SUPPORTED THE REQUEST AND RECOMMENDED THE ATTACHMENT OF PROJECT
DELTA TO 1 CORPS ON 15 MARCH. GEN VIEN, HOWEVER, DIRECTED THAT THE
SiST AIRBORNE RANGER BATTALION, WHICH PROVIDES THE REACTION FORCE FOR
DELTA RECONNA SSANCE TEAMS, CONTINUE ITS MISSION IN 111 CORPS PRIOR
TO ASSIGNMENT TO I CORPS. THE 81ST AIRBORNE RANGER BATTALION IS
CURRENTLY HEAVILY COMMITTED IN TAY NINH PROVINCE.

z. (s) ! FULLY AGREE WITH YOUR PLANS FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF PROJECT
DELTA AND I BELIEVE THE RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS WOULD BE A GREAT VALUE
TO YOU. SINCE IT IS NOT CONSIDERED FEASIBLE TO EMPLOY PROJECT DELTA
"ITHOUT A REACTION FORCE, REQUEST YOU EXAMINE THE POSSIBILITY OF
UTILIZING 111 MAF OR ! CORPS ASSETS TO PROVIDE A REACTION FORCE F, OR

PROJECT DELTA OPERATIONS. CO, 5TH SPECIAL FORCES GR OUP HAS INDICATED
THAT A MINIMUM OF THREE COMPANIES WILL BE REQUIRED. SHOULD YOU FIND
THIS COUR SE OF ACTION FEASIBLE, PWILL REQUEST GEN VIEN TO CONSIDER
THE EMPLOYMENT OF PROJECT DELTA LIN 1 CORPS ON 15 MARCH WITHOUT THE
81ST AIRBORNE RANGER BATTALION. THE RANGERS WOULD BE REQUESTED TO BE
DEPLOYED TO 1 CORPS IN EARLY APRIL TO BECOME THE REACTION FORCE UPON
APRIVAL.
GR-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
5mm

STEP1- DELTA CONF is 101 5410 they would PROVIDE

syeph
- Following G- 3 ODN

Step3: infame 6-3 OPNS STI/Well

NNNN

STep 4. called + hesain ben Stilwill
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. , V~"'ilHIUN COOE FROM . I DATE 
)<- ORIGINATOR LT G STI LWELL 1 t MAR 69 
A";' ACTION /COGNIZANCE. 

, C-COMMENT,/.REO:>MMENOATIPN 
I - I N FORMATION '~ 
S - SI13NA-rURE 

QI1D1A' ~/C;UNIKUL. --oATE' I" 2 3 
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.... ;l>.-:_.~ _________ _ 

--~ ------- -
---0 j 10535Z. ZlR- ZFF-3 

FM LTG STILLWEtL''CGXXIV COOPS 
. TO MGT OWNSEND ACTIN G eM IEF ,OF 

INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG III ~AF 
ZEl'1 ~ .-i,,=--:;;' ""i 

STAFF MACV 

TOP S If eRE T PH 13 045 9EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATIGN 
1. (TS) ENEMY ACTlOOS 101200 MAR 69 TO 1112 00 MAR 69. 

----------..._------

U. THERE INA S NO CHA N GE IR HE INTER SIT Y OF ENEM Y ACT IVITY IN THE 
XXIV CORPS A,O DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD. PERSONNELMCWEMENT 
WITlUN THE I:MZ CONTIN'UDED TO BE DETECtED, WITH AN .ESTIMATED 21(21 
INDIVIDUALS SIGfTED BY. RADAR, AO·S AND FO·S.' . 

B. ACTIVITY IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE IMZ DECREASED SLIGHTLY. 
nu: CftLY SI1~IFICANT GROUND CONTACT ;OCCURRED IN THE VICINITY OF . 
FSB NlNILLE 00 10 MARCH. -THERE WERE SIX REPORTED ATTAC,KS BY FIRE 
IN THE 3DMARDlV A 0 <EXCLUSIVE OF DEWEY CANYON). THE OCCURRED 
AT C-2, A-2~MACK AND. NE\1ILLE. RECON TEAMS" ALONG HYWAY 926 IN THE 
VICININTY Cf~ LZ SA IGCD CONTINUE TO REPORT, VEHICULAR MfNEMENT.·· 
HOWEVER, NO DEFENITE PATTERN HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED~ AS TRAFFIC IS 
fEPORTED MOlING IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. , 

C. IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO~ THERE WERE ROGROUND CONTACTS~ AND , 
1HERE WERE "rWOMULTIPLE-CALIBER ATTACKS BY FIRE AGAINST FSB- CUNNIRG-
MM. _ _ . . 

D. THE lIiHST ABN DIVISION AO REMAINED QUIET WITH THE EXCEPTION 
(f AN ATTACK (AT 102253 HOURS) AGAINST THE CITY OF HUE. THIS 
ATIACK C(}fSIsrED OF SEVEN (7) ROUNDS OF 122 MM ROCKET FIRE 
FR<I1 A POSIT I (}J THREE (~) KM SOUTH, OF NAM HCA DISTRICT HEAD­
QUARTERS. JUST PRIOR TO THE ATTACK~ NAM ROA WAS TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY 
~ MM MORTARS. THERE WERE SIX CIVIL IANS WOUNDED IN T HE ATTACK . 
A(~AINST HuE,' TWO OF. WHm WERE REPORTED TO BE IN ~RIOUS CONDIT ION. 
a (TS) ENE1~Y INTENTIONS: THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS OF ANY CHANGE 
IN ?REVIOUSLY· ANNOUNCED ENEMY INTEN11OOS. ALTHOUGH ACT IV ITYHAS 
EEENLIGHT,IT IS STILL, CONSIDERED ,A PROBABLILlTY THAT AN ATTACK 
WILL BE MADE IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ, WITH 
11fE M OST Sl~IFICANT EFFORT' ANTICIPATED FRCf!l THE 27TH NVA REGI­
MENT IN THE· GENERAL AREA OF FSB 9 S mJSS~LL ARD FULLER. THE ENE:MY 
cmTINUES T'O INDICATE AN INTENT ION TO IMPEDE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE 

9TH MARPNES~ BUT HIS EFFORTS TO DATE HAVE BEEN REsrRICTED TO ATTACKS 
Sf FIRE. FSB CUNNIN GHAM WAS HARASSED THROUGHOur THAT PORTION OF THE 
FE'PORTING PERIOD WHEN. HELICOPTERS WERE OPERATING, AND AN INCREASE 
IN THE INTENSITY OF FIRES IS EXPECTED AT THAT TIME WHEN THE FIRE 

'mSE ITSELF. WILL BE VACATED. IN THE_10ts! 'ABN DIVISIONAO~ THERE 
APPEARS TO BE NO CAPABILITY TODO ANYrHING BUT CONDUCT LIMITED 21_ LL('} 
ATIACKS BY ;FIRE A mrNST HUE AND INSTALLATIONS ALONG QL-l. -7_L!!~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 110535Z ZYH ZFF-3
FM LTG STILLWELL CG XX IV CORPS
TO MG TOWN SEND ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF MACV
INF LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAF
ZEM
T PSECRET PHB 0459EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION
1. (TS) ENEMY ACTIONS 101200 MAR 69 TO 1112 00 MAR 69.

U. THERE WAS NO CHANGE IN HE INTENSITY OF ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE
XX IV C ORPS A O DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD. PERSONNEL MOVEMENT
WITHIN THE DMZ CONTINUDED TO BE DETECTED, WITH AN ESTIMATED 210
INDIVIDUALS SIGHTED BY RADAR, AO'S AND FO'S.

B. ACTIVITY IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ DECREASED SLIGHTLY.
THE ONLY GN IFICANT GROUND CONTACT OCCURRED IN THE VICINITY OF
FSB NEV ILLE ON 10 MARCH. THERE WERE SIX REPORTED ATTACKS BY FIRE
IN THE 3D MARDIV A O (EXCLUSIVE OF DEWEY CANYON). THE OCCURRED
AT C-2, A-2, MACK AND NEVILLE. REC ON TEAMS ALONG HYWAY 926 IN THE
VICININTY OF LZ SAIGON CONTINUE TO REPORT VEHICULAR MOVEMENT.
HOWEVER, NO DEFENITE PATTERN HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED, AS TRAFFIC IS
REPORTED MOVING IN BOTH DIRECTIONS.

C. IN THE DEWEY CANYON AO, THERE WERE NO GROUND CONTACTS, AND
THERE WERE TWO MULTIPLE-CALIBER ATTACKS BY FIRE AGAINST FSB CUNNING-
HAM.

D. THE 101ST A BN DIVISION AO REMAINED QUIET WITH THE EXCEPTION
F AN ATTACK (AT 102253 HOURS) AGAINST THE CITY OF HUE. THIS
ATTACK CONSISTED OF SEVEN (7) ROUNDS OF 122 MM ROCKET FIRE
FROM A POSITION THREE (3) KM SOUTH OF NAM HOA DISTRICT HEAD-
QUARTERS. JUST PRIOR TO THE ATTACK, NAM HOA WAS TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY
82 MM MORTARS. THERE WERE SIX CIVILIANS WOUNDED IN THE ATTACK
AGAINST HUE, TWO OF WH OM WERE REPORTED TO BE IN SERIOUS CONDITION.
2 (TS) ENEMY INTENTIONS: THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS OF ANY CHANGE
IN PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED ENEMY INTENTIONS. ALTHOUGH ACTIVITY HAS
BEEN LIGHT, IT IS STILL CONSIDERED A PROBABLILITY THAT AN ATTACK
WILL BE MADE IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF THE DMZ, WITH
THE M OST SIGNIFICANT EFFORT ANTICIPATED FROM THE 27TH NVA REGI-
MENT IN THE GENERAL AREA OF FSB'S RUSSELL AND FULLER. THE ENEMY
CONTINUES TO INDICATE AN INTENTION TO IMPEDE THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE
9TH MARPNES, BUT HIS EFFORTS TO DATE HAVE BEEN RESTRICTED TO ATTACKS

BY FIRE. FSB CUNNINGHAM WAS HARASSED THROUGHOUT THAT PORTION OF THE
REPORTING PERIOD WHEN HELICOPTERS WERE OPERATING, AND AN INCREASE
IN THE INTENSITY OF FIRES IS EXPECTED AT THAT TIME WHEN THE FIRE
BASE ITSELF WILL BE VACATED. IN THE 101ST ABN DIVISION A0, THERE
APPEARS TO BE NO CAPABILITY TO DO ANYTHING BUT CONDUCT LIMITED

44(11ATTACKS BY FIRE AGAINST HUE AND INSTALLATIONS ALONG QL-1.

44/1)
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,. ~ (1'55 -Actfms tAKEN AND IMMEJfrATE-FUTURE--F'LANS~-~' - ---~----------- ---- r 

A. SL I ~ITL YlM PR OJED WEATHER IN THE N ORTYERN HALF OF THE C OOPS A 0 
PEmITTED SCME TROOP MOJEMENT DURING THE AFTERNOON HOURS OF 10 
MARCH. ALL REMAINING ARVN ELEMENTS WERE WITHDRAWN FRG1 THE DEWEY 
CANYCN AO t~ND,' IN ANTICIPATICN THAT ACCEPTABLE AFTERNOON WEATHER 
CCNDITI~S Wn.L COOTINUE TO PRE\1AIL IN THAT AREA DURING THE NEXT FEW 
o\YS, THE EXTRICATION PROCESS ,IS EXPECTED TO CONT INUE ON' 11 

MA ReH. 9I'H MARINE ELEMENTS .ARE NOW tOCA-TED IN THE V reIN IT Y OF 
,CUNNIN(}IA~f~, TAM BOl AND TURNAGE, DISPOSED FAVORABLY TO RESPOND TO 

IBY ENEMY tlTTEEPTTO IN IT lATE GROUND ATTACKS AGAINst THE WITH­
mAWING FonCES. THE MARGINALLY SATISFACTORYWEA'fHE,R ALSO PERMITTED 
lHE DEPLOY£i!!gNT-eF -ritE -1/-4 -rtARINES(~-)TO-FSB A-LPINE'AND THE 2/3 
MARINES TO HAWK (XD 8964e1S). -

s.rRE cmTINUIN-G LOW-CEILINGS THROUGHOUT THE l01ST ABN DN AO 
HAVE NECES~HTATED A MODIFICATION OF PLANS FOR THE MASSACHUSETTS 

- SI'RIKER OPE:RATIOO. IN ORDERHTO MAINTAIN THE Ma>1ENTtrM OF THE 
MOJEMENT TOWARD THE A SHAU VALLEY~ IT HAS BEEN DEC!DZD THAT US/ 
ARJN EtEME~ITS \\tILL PRCCEEO ALONG THE HIGHWAY 547 AXIS. ON THE -
AFTERN orn (F 11 MARCH~ FSB BAST OGNE Wll.L BE OCCUPIED BY US AND 
AR\7N INFANTRY ELEMENTS AND TWO US BATTERIES OF A.RT ILLERY. IF 
\lEATHER PROHIBIT·S AIR MOl'EMENT OF THE INFANTRY UNITS~ THEY WILL 
PROCEED TO 8ASTO~E ,BY ROAD •. ARTILLERY UNITS WILL MevE' O1ERLAND 
tNDER ANYC:OODITION. ON 12 MARCH, WEATHER FERMITTING~ THE -1/5e12 ABN 
m '(-) WILL BE HELILIFTED TO FS.B \1E GHEL,FRCf!1· WHICH P,OINT 'IT WILt 

C tE Due TC LEA R AN D SEA RCH OPERA T I C1\1 S AL 00 G HI GHWA Y 5 47 T OWA RD 
EAST O(!JE. c: CtlCURRENTL y', OR 12 MARKH~ IT IS CONTm PLATED T HAT THE 
2/3 ARVN BM WILL CONDUCT A C~BAT ASSAULT TO AN LZ APPROXlt!1ATELY 

FIVE (5) KMI SOtrrH OF FSB SPEAR. ON THE AFTERNOON OF, 12 MARCH OR, 
IF ArNERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS DICTATE, (Jf 13 MARCH, THE 3/3 ARVN 
9J WILL CONIDUCT A CA EITHER ON' FSB -TENNESSEE OR INTO A LZ AT 
'YC 620935 (APPRO<IMATELY SIX (6) KM EAST OF FSBTENNESSEE). 

SSO N orE: DELIVER IMMED'IATEL Y 
80QJ 

: :~ . 

DECLASSIFIED 

; 
I 
i 

_J 
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3. (TS) ACTIONS TAKEN AND IMMEDIATE FUTURE PLANS.
A. SLIGHTLY IM PROVED WEATHER IN THE NORT HE RN HALF OF THE CORPS A O

PERMITTED SOME TROOP MOVEMENT DURING THE AFTERNOON HOURS OF 10
MARCH. ALL REMAINING ARVN ELEMENTS WERE WITHDRAWN FROM THE DEWEY
CANYON A O AND, IN ANTICIPATION THAT ACCEPTABLE AFTERNOON WEATHER
CONDITIONS WILL CONTINUE TO PREVAIL IN THAT AREA DURING THE NEXT FEW
DAYS, THE EXTRICATION PROCESS IS EXPECTED TO CONT INUE ON 11
MARCH. 9TH MARINE ELEMENTS ARE NOW LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF

CUNNINGHAM, TAM BOI AND TURNAGE, DISPOSED FAV ORABLY TO RESPOND TO
AN Y ENEMY ATTEMPT TO INITIATE GROUND ATTACKS AGAINST THE WITH-
DRAWING F ORCES. THE MARGINALLY SATISFACTORY WEATHER ALSO PERMITTED
THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE 1/4 MARINES (-) TO FSB ALPINE AND THE 2/3
MARINES TO HAWK (XD 896405).

B. THE CONTINUING LOW CEILINGS THROUGHOUT THE 101ST ABN D IV AO
HAVE NECESSITATED A MODIFICATION OF PLANS FOR THE MASSACHUSETTS
STRIKER OPERATION. IN ORDERHT O MAINTAIN THE MOMENTUM OF THE
MOVEMENT TOWARD THE A SHAU VALLEY, IT HAS BEEN DECIDZD THAT US/
ARV N ELEMENTS WILL PROCEED ALONG THE HIGHWAY 547 AXIS. ON THE
AFTERNOON OF 11 MARCH, FSB BAST OGNE WILL BE OCCUPIED BY US AND
ARVN INFANTRY ELEMENTS AND TWO US BATTERIES OF ART ILLERY. IF
WEATHER PROHIBITS AIR MOVEMENT OF THE INFANTRY UNITS, THEY WILL
PROCEED TO BAST OGNE BY ROAD. ART ILLERY UNITS WILL M OVE OVERLAND
UNDER ANY CONDITION. ON 12 MARCH, WEATHER PERMITTING, THE 1/502 ABN
BI (-) WILL BE HELILIFTED TO FSB VEGHEL, FROM WHICH POINT IT WILL
CONDUCT CLEAR AND SEARCH OPERATIONS ALONG HIGHWAY 5 47 TOWARD
EAST OGNE. CONCURRENTLY, ON 12 MARKH, IT IS CONTEMPLATED THAT THE
2/3 ARVN BN WILL CONDUCT A COMBAT ASSAULT TO AN LZ APPROXIMATELY
FIVE (5) KM SOUTH OF FSB SPEAR. ON THE AFTERNOON OF 12 MARCH OR,
IF ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS DICTATE, ON 13 MARCH, THE 3/3 ARVN
EN WILL C ON DUCT A CA EITHER ON FSB TENNESSEE OR INTO A LZ AT
YC 620935 (APPROXIMATELY SIX (6) KM EAST OF FSB TENNESSEE).

SS ONOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
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1. (U) IN ACCORD REF (A2.SZHE FOL IS GNERAL KANG'S DESURES.
2. (K) REC YBU ARR 2809301 AT K=14, KIMPO AIRPORT CALL ON UNC
COMMAND GROUP 1015, UNC COMMAND BRIEFING 1030=1130. LUNCH HOSTED
BY CH. ROK CIA KIM HYUNGIWOOK 1145-1245 STATE GUEST HOUSE.
OFFCCIAL CALLS 1300=1610 IN ORDER ON ROKMC CMDT GEN KANG KI CHUN,
CJCS GENERAL MOON CHUNG TAE: MND MINISTER IM CHUNG SHIK 0 SPRIME
MINISTER CHUNG IL KWON CH CIA KIM HYUNG WOOK/ CALL ON GENERAL
CHARLES H BONESTEEL 1630, RECEPTION1830=1945 HOSTEDSBY GENERAL
KAFG. KOREAN STYLE STAG DINNER FOLLOWS HOSTED BY GENERAW MOON
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40 (C) GENERAL KANG'S FORMAL INVITATION DISP 8 MARCH 1969,
5. (U) GENERAL BONESTEEL SENDS WARM REGARDS.
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INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG HI MAl' ZEM. . . 
TOP S E' C RET PKB 0t 66 E'YE SO NL Y 
SUBJE CT: E:ST IMATE '01' T HE SIT UAr ION' 
i. (IS) EINEMY ACTPONS 111200 MAR 69 TO 1212it-0>69. 

- A. E:NEMY INITIATIVE 'IN, THE XXIV CORPS AO DURING THE REPORTING 
FE CIon R EFLE CIE D NO CHA NGE IN T HE: PA 11 ER N 0 F {1 CI 1 V II Y. MO Vi PiE NT 
ClHJTINLES IN TJ1E EASTEGN pmTION OF THE DMZ. AN ESTH"JATEU 
25 0 ,f£R SONf\EL WERE SIGHTED BY RA MR, AO' S , AID FO' S. THE 

, LARGEST GROUP (SIGHTED BY AN AIR oasERVER) WAS AN EST HiAHED 
ENEMY ft.ATOI3N IN UNIFORM. MOVING SOUTH IN THE SHDMZ AT YO 1~a7;)lt.,. 
THIS UNIT Wj~S TAJ{EN UIDER FIRE BY ARTILLERY JHI) SUSTAINED TEN 
KII-i. \ , 

8. THE I~Osr SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN THE: AREA IMMEDIATELY 
roUf H OF T li~ DPi: OCCLRRED IN THE VICINllYOF t.Z CATAPULT. 
H£<E WERE THREE CONTACTS OUR ING THE DAYLIGHT HOURS OF 11 
Ft)\RCH. THEiSE CONSISTED OF A PR08E WItH SPiALL ARMS FIRE. 
FOLLOWE a <THREE HOlR S LAlER) BY A SIANDOFF AlTA CK W I!h 6iiMM 
NlRTAR FIRE, AND ClLMINATING IN AN ATTACK aYAN ESTIMATED: 
ENEMY COMPANY AT 111530 HOURS. T.HE ENEMY PRE'SSED .HIS ft.t!?iCK· 
F'ffi APPROX lMATEL Y 0 NE Hom, A ITER IN hI Crt, HE 1M IT HDREW. FR IE NDL Y 
FOR Oi: 5 SUSTiA I NED THREE KIA T HR OUGHOUI I HE DA y', THREE E NEP1Y BOD IE S 
li\VE BEEN FlOUND IN THE AREA OF THE ATTACK. ALSO Of' UtTEREST 
IN T}£' 3DMARH£ DIVISION AO WAS THE SIGHTING BY AN AIR OBSERVER' 
OF A 30-MAN. NVA PLATOON lYlOVING SOUTHWARD' SOME s'n:KMSWEST 
OF' C-2. THE UNIIWA S TA KE N UNDER FIRE A f\D SUSTA I NED NI NE KNOW l~ 
KIA.. . 

C. REPORTS OF TRAFFIC ON HYWAY 926 com INUE TO BE SUBMITTED 
BY MARI-NE RECON ELEl\ENTS IN THAT A(£U~ THERE NOW ftPPEARS TO 
.E£ NO DOUBT THAT THE ENEMY IS MAKING USE OF" THE ROAD,~\N) THAT PLAi~­
t£D INTE DICf ION BY THE 3D MARINES WILL BE fRODUCTlVE. 
ADVERS!: WEATHER STILL DELAYS MOVEfiENT OF' 3D"\(I'I~ lNE DrVISION 
FORCl:S TO THE LAOTIAN BORDEC WHERE 926 ENTERS R,VN. . 

D. IN T ME DE WE Y CA NYON AO, ENEMY FOR CE S ATlE NPT~D SMALL 
fR OBE 5 A GA I NSf BOTH A / 1/9 MARINES A I'D B /1 /9 MAR HE S 
DlRING THE DAYLIGHT Homs OF 11 lV'lARCH. THESEfROBES 
CONSISTED OF' STArDOFF ATTACKS AS WELL AS rJf(EE GROUND ATTACKS 
BY ENENY U~IITS OF APPROVlfI1ATELY PL~\TOON SIZE. B/l/9 MI'IRlNES 
SUSfAlr£D',TWQ, ~IA DLRING tHE: DAY AN) 34 WOUNDED, MOST 'OF 
WHICH WERE 'MINOR AND -REQUIRE:D- NO EVACUAIPON. £5TIMf.1TED E.NEMY 
KIA FOR r HE, PER 100 IS 16. , 

E • IN ADD IT ION TO THEE NENYPROBE SAGA I NST THE 1/9 WlR UJE S • ( 
FSB CUNNIH<3(HAM ONCE AGAIN RECEIVf.D 122MM ~RTIl..LERY fIRE (15 ROUNDS) ei 

___ ~ CASUALT l;ES. ' .fL6~ 
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0 12 03 16Z Z YH ZFF-3
FM LTG: ST ISWELL CG XXIV COR PS
TO MG TOWNSE ND ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF MACV
INFO LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAF
ZEM
T 0 C R E T PKB 0466 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION

(TS) ENEMY ACTPONS 111200 MAR 69 TO 12 12 00 69.1.
A. ENEMY INITTIATIVE IN THE XXIV COR PS A0 D UR I NG THE REPORTING

CIOD REFLECTED NO CHANGE IN THE PATTER OF CTIVITY. MO VE ME NT
CONTINUES IN THE EASTE GN PORTION OF THE DMZ. AN ESTIMATED
250 PER SONNEL WERE SIGHTED BY RADAR, A0'S, AND FO'S. THE
LARGE ST GROUP (SIGHTED BY AN AIR 03 SER VER ) WAS AN ESTIMA HED
ENEMY PLATOON IN UNIFORM, MOVING SOUTH IN THE SHD MZ AT YD 10875k.
THIS UNIT WAS TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY ARTILLERY AND SUSTAINED TEN
KI4.

B. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN THE AREA IMMEDIATELY
SOUTH OF THE DMZ OCCURRED IN THE VICINITY OF LZ CATA PULT.
THE WERE THREE CONTACTS DURING THE DAYLIGHT HOURS OF 11
MARCH. THE SE CONSISTED OF A PROBE WITH SMALL ARMS FIRE,
FOLL OWE B (THREE HOURS LATER) BY A STANDOFF ATTACK WITH 68MM
MORTAR FIRE, AND CULMINATING IN AN ATTACK BY AN ESTIMATED
ENEMY COMPANY AT 111530 HOURS. THE E NE MY PRESSED HIS ATTACK
FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR, AFTER WHICH HE WITHDREW. FRIENDLY
FOR CE S SUSTAINED THREE KIA THROUGHOUT THE DAY. THREE E NE MY BODIES
HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE AREA OF THE ATTACK. ALSO OF INTEREST
IN THE 3D MARINE DIVISION AO WAS THE SIGHTING BY A N AIR OB SERVER
OF A 30-MAN NVA PLATOON MOVING SOUTHWARD SOME SIX KMS WE ST
OF C-2. THE UNIT WAS TAKEN UNDER FIRE AND SUSTAINED NINE KNOW N
KIA.

C. REPORTS OF TRAFFIC ON HYWAY 926 CONTINUE TO BE SUBMITTED
BY MAR I NE RECON ELEMENTS IN THAT A GE U : THERE NOW APPEARS TO
BE NO D O UBT THAT THE E NE MY IS MAKING USE OF THE ROAD AND THAT PLAN-
NE D INTE DICTI BY THE 3D MARINES WILL BE PRODUCTIVE.
AD VER SE WEATHER STILL DELAYS MO VE ME NT OF 3D MA INE DIVISION
FORCE S TO THE LAOTIAN BORDEC WHERE 926 ENTERS RVN.

D. IN THE DEWEY ANYON AO, E NE MY FOR CE ATTEMPTED SMALL
PROBES AGAINST BOTH A/1/9 MAR I NES AND B/1/9 MARINES
DURING THE DAYLIGHT HOURS OF 11 MAR CH. THE SE PROBES
CONSISTED OF STANDOFF ATTACKS AS WELL AS THREE GROUND ATTACKS
BYENE NY UNITS OF APPROVINATELY PLATOON SIZE, B/1/9 MARINES
SUSTAINED TWO KIA DURING THE DAY AND 34 WOUNDED, MOST OF
WHICH WERE MINOR AND REQUIRED NO EVACUAT PON. ESTIMATED E NE MY
KIA FOR THE PERIOD IS 16.

E. IN ADDITION TO THE E NEMY PROBES AGAINST THE 1/9 MARINES,
FSB CUNNING HAM ONCE AGAIN RECEIVED 122 MM ARTILLERY FIRE (15 ROUNDS)

46(1)NO CASUALITIES.
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r---f-;··--:ife'fIVlfYTNTHE 101srABN U IVlSlON ~O FOLLOWt:.iJ HtESA fIE l 
, G:t£RAL PATTEH N AS PREVIQUa Y REPORTED. WITh .~. (fIINOR !NCRi!.pSr. :1 

1 IN A CT I V IT Y. '. . . . . . I 
2. (TS) Eli:{l'JY INTENTIONS. ?RED ICTIONS OF ENEMY INTENTIONS . 
REMAIN UNCHA~IGED. THE ACTIVITY AROUND LZ CATAPULT INDI.CATES 
CONTINLED NWl

r 
lNIEREST IN'THAT AREA AND FURTHEC"CONFIRMS 

HE PRE fE NeE . OF ENEMY FOR CE 51 N 1 HE NORT HER HMO 51 COR NE OF THE 
-CDR PS A'O. THE AttACKS A GA I NST THE V9 MARINE 5 AR E BUT ANOTHER 
It()ICAIION OF~.THE ENEMY'S INTENTION TO IMPEDE THE WlTHDRAWM .. 

EFFORT OF T~: 9T HMAR 1 NE S • THIS IS .FlRT HER CO NFIR tIlED BY 
. INFORMATION R.ECE.lVEO FROM OTHER USUALLY RELI.!o'iBLE SOURCES •. 

l. 
I 

;s. cr S) A crlONS TAKEN-·AMJ'-~IMMED.II-\'TE· FUTURE PLA IV'S. 
A. UNFA V()RA BLE WEAT HER T HRO UGHO UT T HE COR PS AO fRE VE NTED 

THE CO NT IHLEn EXECur ION OF OOODING ?LA NS. THE 3D lVJARlNE DIVISION 
IS ffiEPAREDl'O MO\E INfO THE VIETNA[f£SE SALIENlAND FoSB' ARGONNE 
AS SOOf~ A SA. SREA K 1 N r HE W£.A HHER 0 CCliR S, WITH REGARD TO OPERAT 10 N ' 
~SSACHU$TTS STRIKER, CG, liilSf ABN DIVISION DECIDE TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF HYWAY 547 AND CO NT INUE THE MOVEMENT TOWARD THE 
ASHA U AS FAR AS POSSIBLE BY LA W., ON THE AFTER NOON OF 11 W-lR CH 
ONE. US RIFLE COMPANY AID TWO us ARTILLERY BATTERIES MOVED A ONG 
H'NAY 547 FROM FSB BIRMINGHA~l IO F'SB BASIOGNE AID OWE ·ARVN 
RIFLE COMPA'NY BEIAN A CROSS-COUNTRY i1.4RCHTHROUG'Ji THE JUNGLES 
T&.NARDFSB 8j~STOGNE. II IS CURRENTLY PlANr£D TO REOPEN 
F'SB VEGHEL A1t T HE EARL IE Sf POSSIBLE r lME A NO TO BEG IN. R EPA 1ft 
OF HYWAY 54 7 BETWEE N BA STOG NE A NO VEG HEL. W HE N. WE~ r HEI't p[cr"ilT S, 
H..A NNED HEL 113m NE OPERA 110 NS WILL· co NT I NUE • 

B. THE WEAT HE C CO NTI NUE S TO BE A MAJOR OBSTA CLE • LOW 
tLILINGS AND RAIN TlfiOUGHOUr THE REPORTING PERIOD PREVENtED fiLL 
}[ P.I. co PTER MIDGE lYE NT EX CE PI ErlER BE NCY EVA CUAl1 0 N • 

SSO NOTE: D lE PIVER I Mlt'iED IA TEL Y 
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F. ACTIVITY IN THE 101ST ABN D IVISION AO FOLLOWED THE SAME
GENERAL PATTERN AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, WITH A MINOR INCREASE
IN ACTIVITY.
2. (TS) ENE MY INTENTIONS. PREDICTIONS OF E NE MY INTENTIONS
REMAIN UNCHANGED , THE ACTIVITY AROUND LZ CATAPULT INDICATES
CONTINUED NVA INTEREST IN THAT AREA AND FURTHEO CONFIRMS
THE PRE SE NCE OF E NE MY FOR CE S IN THE NOR T HER NMO ST COR NE OF THE
COR PS AO. THE ATTACKS A GAINST THE 1/9 MARINES ARE BUT A NOT HER

INDICATION OF THE E NEMY'S INTENTION TO IMPEDE THE W IT HDRAWAL
EFFORT OF THE 9TH MAR INES. THIS IS FURTHER CONFIRMED BY
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM OTHER USUALLY REL IABLE SOURCES.

(T S) ACTIONS TAKEN AND IMMEDIATE FUTURE PLANS.3.
A. UNFAVORABLE WEATHER THROUGHOUT THE COR PS A0 PREVENTED

THE CONTINUED EXE CUT ION OF ONGOING PLANS. THE 3D MARINE D IVISION
IS PREPARED TO MO VE INTO THE VIET NAME SE SALIENT AND FSB ARGONNE
AS SOON AS A BREAK IN THE WEA HHER OCCUR S, WITH REGARD TO OPERATION

SSA CHUSETTS STRIKER, CG, 161ST ABNDIVISION DECIDE TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF HYWAY 547 A ND CONTINUE THE MOVEMENT TOWARD THE
ASHA U AS FAR AS POSSIBLE BY LAND. ON THE AFTER NOON OF 11 MARCH
ONE US RIFLE COMPANY AND TWO US ARTILLERY BATTER IES MOVED A ONG
HYWAY 547 FROM FSB BIRMINGHAM TO FSB BASTOGNE AND O NE AR VN
RIFLE COMPANY BEIAN A CROSS-COUNTRY MAR CH THROUGH THE JUNGLES
TOWARD FSB BASTOGNE. IT IS CURRENTLY PLANNED TO REOPEN
FSB VEGHEL AT THE EARL IE ST POSSIBLE T IME AND TO BEGIN REPAIR
OF HYWAY 54 7 BETWEEN BAST OG NE AND VEG HEL. WHEN WEATHER PECMITS,
PLANNED HEL IBOR NE OPERATIONS WILL CONTINUE.

B. THE WEAT HE C CONTINUES TO BE A MAJOR OBSTACLE. LOW
EILINGS AND RAIN THROUGHOUT THE REPORTING PERIOD PREVENTED ALL
HE PICOPTER MOGEMENT EXCEPT EMERGENCY EVACUATION.

SSO NOTE: DEPIVER IMMEDIATELY
745
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TO RUYPSYD/CG III MAF DNG
BT
SECRET
FOR MGEN Co B. DRAKE FROM RUDDEN
1. (C) GLAD TO BE OUR THERE AND HOPE TO HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT
III MAF HD QTRS NLT NEXT TIMe NEWPORT NEWS IS BACK ON GUN LINE ABOUT
I APR. IF YOU CAN, WOULD Be DELIGHTED IF YOU AND OTHERS OF YOUR
CHOOSING CAN COMe OUT FOR LUNCH OR DINNER WHILE WE ARE OFF DANANG.
2. (S) RE POW OR RALLIER INTERROGATION D.O YOU KNOW IF THEY HAVE BEEN
ASKED THEIR FEELINGS ABOUT 16 INCH BOMBARDMENTS BY NEW JERSEY? I WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING THE EFFECTIVENESS AS VIEWED FROM THE RECEIVING
END.
3. (U) WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BI
9017

COPY 2 OF 6 COPIES SECRET111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68)
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C 0 a' p'I D Ii: l~ t I' A L EYES ONt. Y PLEASE DELIVER DURING' DUTY HOURS 
, I'M MG Cl.CCOLE~~~A C}:IlEF ,MAAS tJIPEl' ( _ ~ 
l.r~ LtG CUStt'1ANq~ CG, III ~lA~'VIEl'MAr'l " ' 
I Wt. ARE LOOK1t~G, FORWARD TO YOUR V IS1.1 26-28 MARCH. I NITIA!.L Y WE 
i PLANNED TO REQlIEST YOU ARRIVE A1 TSOYloo, HQ or ,CHINESE 1\1ARINE CORPS, 
: THEN COi'¥lE UP T~~ TAIP'EI FOR OIliER PROTOCOL CALl.S. HOWEVER. sEN YUAN, 
'II, COMMANDANT CHUIESE MARINE C,ORPS. WILL BE IN TAIPEI 26 M,ARCH SEEl, IVa 

GEN ,BUSE OFF A1: 1.')0£1 HOURS. IT MAY 8£ (tlORE CONVENIENT Al.L ROUND IF YOU 
: MADE YOUR CALL ,ON, GEN YUAR HERE IN TAIPEI. HOWEVER, IF YOU PREFERRED 

TO DO IT AT THE; CMC HQ IN TSOYING, HE WOULD BE QUITE WILtING TO GOTO ' 
TSOYING THAT AP'TERNOOti TO ~lEET YOU THERE. ' 

, IN ADDITIOi~ TO CALI ... ONGER YUAN, WE ARE PROPOSING CALLS ON ADM 
; FENG, CINe CHl~IESE NAVY, GE~ KAO, CHIEF OF GENERA~ STAFF AND CHIANG 
, ·CiUNG KPO MI<NlS~TER OF DEFENS£. MR. DAN ARNOt.D, .CHIEF OF CAS. HAS 
: REQUESTED ofPORTUNITY TO BRIEF YOU FOR ABOUT 45 MINUTES •. W£ W Il.L Al..SO;:c 
I ARRANGE FOR A fiRES1DENTIAL AUDIENCE IF THE PRESIDENT IS IN TAI?EI ~:>; 
. T HAT TIME. .." ' , ' ;/ !~";\ 

Pl.EASE· ADV 1SE U" ,'lEETING GEN YUAN HERE IN TAIPEI IS OK WITH YOU :I ;;:';i; 
AND WHEtHER YOUI HAVE ANY OTHER PREFEREt~CES OR REQUEstS. ,ADM CHEw AND~i::/ 
I WILL NEEl YOU ON ARRIVAL., AND WE SEND YOU WARMEST REGARDS. "_ ' 
24., 1/:' -

!ljl 
~ ,~ :ra/ 

e:;-~\~_/ 

CONfH)tNT~Al ' 

DECLASSIFIED 

P 1305202 ZFF1
EM CHIEF MAAG TAIPE I
TO CG TII MAF VIETNAM
ZEM
C 0 N F I D T I A L EYES ONLY PLEASE DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS.FM MG CICCOLELLA CHIEF MAAG TJIPEI
TO LIG CUSHMAN, CG III MAF VIETNAM
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR VISIT 26-28 MARCH. INITIALLY WE
PLANNED TO REQUEST YOU ARRIVE AT TSOYING, HQ OF CHINESE MARINE CORPS,
THEN COME UP TO TAIPEI FOR OTHER PROTOCOL CALLS. HOWEVER, GEN YUAN,
COMMANDANT CHINESE MARINE CORPS, WILL BE IN TAIPEI 26 MARCH SEEING
GEN BUSE OFF AT 1300 HOURS. IT MAY BE MORE CONVENIENT ALL ROUND IF YOU
MADE YOUR CALL ON GEN YUAN HERE IN TAIPEI. HOWEVER, IF YOU PREFERRED
TO DO IT AT THE CMC HQ IN TSOYING, HE WOULD BE QUITE WILLING TO GOTO
TSOYING THAT AFTERNOON TO MEET YOU THERE.
IN ADDITION TO CALL ON GEN YUAN, WE ARE PROPOSING CALLS ON ADM
FENG, CINC CHINESE NAVY, GEN KAO, CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF AND CHIANG
CHING KUO MINISTER OF DEFENSE. MR. DAN ARNOLD, CHIEF OF CAS, HAS
REQUESTED OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF YOU FOR ABOUT 45 MINUTES. WE WILL ALSO
ARRANGE FOR A PRESIDENTIAL AUDIENCE IF THE PRESIDENT IS IN TAIPEI ATD
THAT TIME.
PLEASE ADVISE IF MEETING GEN YUAN HERE IN TAIPEI IS OK WITH YOU
AND WHETHER YOU HAVE ANY OTHER PREFERENCES OR REQUESTS. ADM CHEW AND
I WILL MEET YOU ON ARRIVAL, AND WE SEND YOU WARMEST REGARDS.
240
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TO L TGr:;:N R. E. CUSHMA~j, JR., USMC CG 'I I MAF, V I ETNAf,,.1 
ZE\A ":i- --,~ . . 

:; C "J FlO E ~.I T I A L Sr-it< 0702 EYES ONL Y 
1. YOllo" VISIT TOTHAILA,ND 1~rAS DEEPLY APPRECIATED BY THE 
C0M"AAI\!Dfl~!T Hn'iC A"'tO THE U~ S. MAR I NES. ,YOUR PERSONAL 
C;()~iT ACT FURTHER Ef\!HANGES THA I AND U. S. MAR I NE . 
REL,~T!mjSH!PS~ PLEASE ACCEPT MY Sr'~lGERE APPRECIATION FOR 
YOl,lo. OlJuT ST Al'IiD HJG CONTR 1 BUT I ON,TO THE u. S. MAR I f\JES EFFORT 
!i" THAt lLAf\'n. 
? r::URING TOD,6,YS THAI-U.S~ LUl'iCHEON, A SENIOR RTAF 
OFF leER ! r-IFOFFAED ~;~EOf THE FOLLOW If\jG AND REQUESTED YOUR 
VIEwS: , 

,~IR r::HIEF 'A,ARSHAL '(AMOL T., COF;) RTAF til/OULD L IKE THE 
C(\LL o.PtJi'!G If\!FORMA T ! O(\! Oi\j THE OV - 10: 
QuriTC' 1~ THF i,l!SSIOr-,! t!\lHICH THE MARIf'JES USE THIS fl'/C IN VN? 

? THE EFFECT! VENESS? . 
;:I). ~H,O GOST? 
4 •. 1,'l1HY THE MAR lNES SELEOTED THI S TYPEA/C FOR USE IN VN? 
5. !AJi-'AT IS SETT'::q, BETWEEN A-37 AND OV71?1 J:"OR THE GOUI\ITER-

INSUqspdCY P.OlE? 
Ui'l'";lUOTE. , 
~G T~'C' ~TAF HAS PERl:'ORMANCE DATA ON THE OV-10 t'uT LACKS V IET~jAM 
EXPERIENCe: A~!O M/I,RI!\!E VIEwS. ,I'VE INFORMED THE RTi\,F THAT AS FAR 
AS ! CAN ASCEHTA!f'J THERE ,ARE NO A-57 Ale !til THE u.s. MARINE 
INVENTQ9Y ~J'm THAT p~.ACTIC,~L EXPERIENCE WITH THE OV-10 IN VN 
MAye~ LIMITED SINCE tT HAS ONLY RE:CENTLY DEPLOYED TO THE COMBAT 
SCP'iE. 
4. THE RTAF~ !S EX'TREMElY ANX'IOUS TO OBTAIN tHE u.s. IIJIARI]\!E. 
V!I~:r'IS P~OMPTLY. ,THEY' /lRE HOPEFUL THAT THE INfORMAl' 101\1 COULD BE MADE 

. ,AVA ILA8LE FOR A SCHEDULED 14 MARCH MEET! f\~G AT I,AIHI CH TIME Ale 
P,!IYS W ILL BE DEI ERM I ~.iEO. IT WOULD BE MOST ADVA!~nAGEOUS 'I F YOUR. V I EI~I S 
!~i~E AVAIU\8LE FOq CONSIDEP.ATIO!'.! AT THAT TIME. 
». PI.:..EASE BS ,A.SSuqEO THAT ALL U;H·,ORMAIIOf\l E.XPtU:.;:):"11'4G MAKI!'Jt. 

Vlt."J.) Ui\! IHi~ :::'Ui3Jt:Cl 'J"ILL DC ,Will;:' I Mt:.LPt-UL Al'JU 1-!JLLY APPRfCIATECl. 
- \~! IT H GREA.T Rt::;Pt:C I AND liVAD,!V: RE,GAROS . 

~D_4 

ssu MUIE~P~hG ~OR XMISSiUN ~NLY 
Dt:.L UUK I i\JG; UU I Y M-{.) 
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74- ZFF71
QUILICI, USMC, J5, USMACTHAI

TO LTGEN R. E. CUSHMAN, JR., USMC CG 111 MAF, VIETNAM
ZEM

N BNK 0702 EYES ONLY
1. YOUR VISIT TO THAILAND WAS DEEPLY APPRECIATED BY THE
COMMANDANT RTMC AND THE U.S. MARINES. YOUR PERSONAL
CONTACT FURTHER ENHANCES THAI AND U.S. MARINE
RELATIONSHIPS. PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR
YOUR OOUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO THE U.S. MARINES EFFORT
IN THAILAND.
?. DURING TODAYS THAI-U.S. LUNCHEON, A SENIOR RTAF
OFFICER INFORMED ME OF THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTED YOUR
VIEWS:

AIR CHIEF MARSHAL KAMOL T., COFS RTAF WOULD LIKE THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON THE OV-10:
QUOTE 1. THE MISSION WHICH THE MARINES USE THIS A/C IN VN?

2. THE EFFECTIVENESS?
3. M&O COST?
4. WHY THE MARINES SELECTED THIS TYPE A/C FOR USE IN VN?
5. WHAT IS BETTER BETWEEN A-37 AND OV.710 FOR THE COUNTER-

INSURGENCY ROLE?
UNQUOTE.
2. THE RTAF HAS PERFORMANCE DATA ON THE OV-10 BUT LACKS VIETNAM
EXPERIENCE AND MARINE VIEWS. VE INFORMED THE RTAF THAT AS FAR
AS I CAN ASCERTAIN THERE ARE NO A-37 A/C IN THE U.S. MARINE
INVENTORY AND THAT PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE WITH THE OV-10 IN VN
MAY BE LIMITED SINCE IT HAS ONLY RECENTLY DEPLOYED TO THE COMBAT
SCENE.
4. THE RTAF IS EXTREMELY ANXIOUS TO OBTAIN THE U.S. MARINE
VIEES PROMPTLY. THEY ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE INFORMATION COULD BE MADE
AVAILABLE FOR A SCHEDULED 14 MARCH MEETING AT WHICH TIME A/C
BUYS WILL BE DETERMINED. IT WOULD BE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS IF YOUR VIEWS
WEPE AVAILABLE FOR CONSIDERATION AT THAT TIME.
5. PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT ALL INFORMATION EXPRESSING MARINE
VIEWS UN THIS SUBJECT WILL BE MUSI HELPFUL AND FULLY APPRECIATED.

WITH GREAT RESPECI AND WARM REGARDS
GP-4

SSU MOTE: PREC FOR XMISSION ONLY
DEL DURING DULY HRS
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o INFO R HMfV1A FA/C G II I MA F' 

~ gr 0 NFl DEN T I A L~ SPECAl EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN aUSE~ 
~ INFO LIGEN CUSHMAN FRO~1 MAJGEN F,ONTANA . 
~ L. FOLLO~! BiG IS r HE TEXT OF A SPECAI EXCl US IVE (C) 
~ TO YOU, INFO BOB AND PAtl~ FROM GEN CHAPMAN G 

~ QUOTEt: .... . . 
~ 10 ON 15JUL1968s FIRS! LIEUfENANI' PAUL E" C{~S\llSLL 091 64 USMC 
~ REFUSED 1'0 SIGN FOR OR TAKE POSSESSION OF ORDERS TO VIETNM1~ 
~ BOTH HIS REQLE sr FOR DESIGNAIIOM AS A CONCIENT lOUS CB .. IEC1"OR IHD 
/~. H1S REQUEST FOR RESIGNAT ION 10 ESCA'PE PROSE CUT rON BY GCM \I/ERE 
// DISAPPROVEDo ON 13 MARCH THROUGH COUNSEL~ HE OFFERED TO AC'" 
/~ CEPT DUTY IN VIETNAft19 I AGREED t;,lITE SECNAV TO GIVE HIM THE 
~ OPPORT UN IT Y PR OV lD I NG T HE ORO ER $\vERE Ei"\'[ CUT ED mffJED 1Ar EL Y 
// AND THAT THE DlJIIES ASSIGNEDI.iJOULD BE CARRIED OUI AS EXPECTED 
~ CF MARINE OfFICERS WITHOUT fUR1HER QUEst ION" 
~ ~ HE IS PR:ESE NIL Y SCHED tIL ED r 0 DEPART CAMP LEJEUNE PH IOR r 0 

~ 
.~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

PAGE 'fWD HlIHHFf1A2638 .CO N F' IDE NT I A 1. SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
24!210 e 'LOCAl r IMEIt THIS DATE FOR WESIPAC .. 1 ALSO AGREED THAT THYS 
OFFICER WOULD Nor BE ASSIGNED IN COMMAND OF AN INfANTRY OR SI~lIlf1R 

~ 
~ 
~ h 
~ 
~ 

COMBAT UNrr~ aut RATHER Te THE CAP, ·FtC OR OTHER PACIF'ICAT ION 
OR SUPPORT 1 YPE BILLEl53 PLEASE IN.FORr~ ME ASAP OF '{OUR PROPOSED 
r.SSIG'NMENI FORHIMe . 
'2., BILL VAM RYZIN INFORMED ME THAT ,.THE-ABOVE MSG WAS 
BEING SENT" AND THAT IT WAS GENCHARf1AN~S DESIRE 
THAi LT CA~;WEll BE ASSIGNED TO A CAPo 
30 GEORGE DOOLEY WAS INFORjl1ED OF .THIS BY IELECON 
AND HAS SEE:N REQUESTED TO Nor H-Y US A.S TO CASWELL ij S 
EVE NT UAL ASS IG MM.E NT" WE ·In ILL r HE N I NFORM eM Co 
WARM REGAIWSe 
C;P"4 
sr 
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ZNY CCCCC
P 15183 TZ MAR 69

FM ADMIN FMFPAC

TO ZEN/CG FMFPAC
INFO RHMMAFA/C G III MAF
BI

CONFIDEN L. SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE,
INFO LIGEN CUSHMAN FROM MAJGEN FONTANA
1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A SPECAT EXCLUSIVE (C)
TO YOU, INFO BOB AND PAU , FROM GEN CHAPMAN.
QUOTE:
1. ON 15 JUL 1968, FIRSI LIEUTENANT PAUL E CA SWELL 091 64 USMC
REFUSED TO SIGN FOR OR TAKE POSSESSION OF ORDERS TO VIETNAM.
BOTH HIS REQUE ST FOR DESIGNATION AS A CONCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR AND
HIS REQUEST FOR RESIGNATION TO ESCAPE PROSECUTION BY GCM WERE
DISAPPROVED. ON 13 MARCH THROUGH COUNSEL, HE OFFERED TO AC
CEPT DUTY IN VIETNAM. I AGREED WITH SE CNAV TO GIVE HIM THE
OPPORTUNITY PROVIDING THE ORDER S WERE EXECUTED IMMEDIATELY
AND THAT THE DUTIES ASSIGNED WOULD BE CARRIED OUT AS EXPECTED
OF MARINE OFFICERS WITHOUT FURTHER QUESTION.
2. HE IS PRESENTLY SCHEDULED TC DEPART CAMP LEJEUNE PRIOR TO

PAGE TWO RUHHFMA2638 C N I A SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
2400, LOCAL TIME, THIS DATE FOR WESTPAC. I ALSO AGREED THAT THIS
OFFICER WOLLD NOT BE ASSIGNED IN COMMAND OF AN INFANTRY OR SIMILAR
COM BAT UNIT BUT RATHER TC THE CAP, FLC OR OTHER PACIFICATION
OR SUPPORT TYPE BILLETS. PLEASE INFORM ME ASAP OF YOUR PROPOSED
ASSIGNMENT FOR HIM.
2. BILL VAN RYZIN INFORMED ME THAT THE ABOVE MSG WAS
BEING SENT, AND THAT II WAS GEN CHAPMAN'S DESIRE
THAT LT CA SWELL BE ASSIGNED TO A CAP.
30 GE OR GE DOOLEY WAS INFORMED OF THIS BY TELECON
AND HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO NOTIFY US AS TO CASWELL'S
EVENTUAL ASSIGNMENT. WE WILL THEN INFORM CM C,

WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BI

2 63 8

3 CONFIDENTIAL2 COPIESOFCOPYIII MAF 2100/1 (REV. 11-66)

CEOCHAP.ADJ.COMPT.G-5G-4G-2 G-3G-1DC/SCSAFCCG
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{, FM GE,.':'; ABJJj~f4S C·Q)HlSMAC\J 

TO GEN" CUSHMAN I II MAF 

DECLASSIFIED 

INFO GEN SlILLWELL XXIV CORPS 
GEN BR OWN '7T HA F 
ZEM ;, 

• . .. , "" 

i.O J ~Rrp:~~~D E T l' ~~~g~~E M~~s~iJ J ~i!is O~~\ rnTH AND'S oUT H PORT I rn S 
OF DMZ, USING ARTILLERY, TACAIR, ARC LIGHT AND N'AVAL GLN FIRE, 
ON E·ITHER OF THE FOLLOWING SC'HEDULES: .' ), 

A. OPTION 1 STARTING TIME AT 12100H, 17 MAR 69, WITH DURATIOO OF 
24 HOUR S. """ / 

B. OPTION 2 STARtING TIME'AT 0700H, 18 MAR 69 WITH DURATION 
OF 24 HOURS. 
2. FOR SECURITY P,URPOSES, PR~PARATIOFWILL ENTAIL NO REPEAT NO 
r.10VEMENT OF DEL IVERY MEA NS PRIOR TO CITED START TIME S, I. E. YOUR 
CONDITION ,ALPHA IN YOUR MESSAGE 14~220Z_.MJl.R 69,.' . 
3. PLAN ON' THREE ARC LIGHT STRIKES WITH CQ'flPRESSED Tor'S. TIMING 

'WILL 'BE PROVIDED LATER. YOUR TARGET NOMINATIONS ARE REQUIRED 
SOONEST. 
4. FURTHER, INSTRUCTIONS EXPECTED SHORTLY AFTER f2l600H~ 17 MAR 69.' 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY 
150 

NNNN 

2;'7(1) 
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Z 161928Z ZYH ZFF-3
FM GE- A-BRAMS COMUSMACV
TO GEN CUSHMAN III MAF
INFO GEN STILLWELL XXIV C OR PS
GEN BR OWN 7TH AF
ZEM
T 0 PSECR E T NOF OR N MAC 3417 EYES ONLY
1. BE PREPARED TO EXECUTE MASSIVE FIRES IN N ORTH AND SOUTH PORTIONS
OF DMZ, USING ARTILLERY, TAC AIR, ARC LIGHT AND NAVAL GLN FIRE,
ON EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING SCHEDULES:

A. OPTION 1 STARTING TIME AT 1200H, 17 MAR 69, WITH DURATION OF
24 HOUR S.

B. OPTION 2 STARTING TIME AT 0700H, 18 MAR 69 WITH DURATION
OF 24 HOUR S.
2. F OR SECURITY PURPOSES, PREPARATIOF WILL ENTAIL NO REPEAT NO
MOVEMENT OF DELIVERY MEANS PRI OR TO CITED START TIMES, I.E. YOUR
CONDITION ALPHA IN YOUR MESSAGE 140220Z MAR 69.
3. PLAN ON THREE ARC LIGHT STRIKES WITH COMPRESSED T OT 'S. TIMING
WILL BE PROVIDED LATER. YOUR TARGET NOMINATIONS ARE REQUIRED
SOONEST.
4. FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS EXPECTED SHORTLY AFTER 9600K, 17 MAR 69.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
150
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7-C-
71 DR. N.F. **ACV MACSA SAICON
TO ITC R.T. CUSTOMER cc 111 MAF DA NAME
7511

I IF MT I A L MAC BRG EYES CILY
1. 1F AT ALL FOSSIOLE. I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A VISIT TO 111 MAF
2010R TO YOUR REPARTIRE TO THE U.S., 14104 I RUNDERSTAND IS IN THE
NEW ENTURE.
3. 1 would LIKE TO REVIEW WITH YOU THE CHANGES 1 HAVE MADE IN THE
OPERATION OF THIS OFFICE. 1 HAVE DISCUSSED THESE CHANGES TITH NO
METTOER IM ASHINGTON AND HF THOUGHT YOU "IGHT LIKE TO HEAR ABOUT
TUTM.

FURTHER, 1 HOULD LIKE TO PRESENT THE RESULTS OF ORK THIS OFFICE
WAS DONE, AT TLI REQUEST OF MG DAVIDSON, IN 11 CORPS ON THE
IDENT 1-LOATION OF HEN.C ALONG THE CAMPODIAN PORDER USING MTI RADAR;
THE HAMM AMMPO-30. UNITS IN 1 CORPS MAY HAVE AN INTEREST IN
PERFORMING SIVILAR MEASUREMENTS ALOMO THE 047.
". FINALFUL WOULD LIKE TO MAKE PRELIMINARY ARRINGEMENTS FOR A
ENTIRT VISIT TO THE 1ST AND 3RD MAR DIV IN ORDER TO ORSERVE THE USE
or 2000 ASSETS IN-COUNTRY.
=. RECAUSE OF YOUR PUSY SCHEDULE I WOULD PLAN TO SPEND ONLY A SF
HOLD AT 20 NAME AND COULD VISIT ON THE AFTERNOONS OF MARCH 19, 2",
? AND 23. I HOPE A MITHALLY ACCEPTABLE TIVE CAN OF ARRANGED. MARM
RECARDS.

CCC NOTE: DELIVER DIRING OPENING DUTY HOURS
20

#41
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BLT REHAB U
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EM-ETS STELLINE 03
TO LTG CUSHMAN CG III MAF
INFO MG TOWNSEND ACTING C/S MACV
COL CAVANAUGE CHIEF MACSOG
ZEM
TOPSECRET LIMDIS SENSITIVE PHB 0514 EYES ONLY
SUBJEC
HC OPERATIONS
1. THANKS TO 48 HOURS OF FAIR WEATHER, OPERATIONS
MASSACHUSETTS STRIKER AND MAINE CRAG HAVE MOVED INTO
HIGH GEAR. VERY SHORTLY, THE 2/501ST ABN 3 # WILL BE
AT THE SOUTHE M EXTREMITY OF THE ASHAU, HAID AGAINST
THE EDGE OF BA 607; AND THE 3D MARINES WIL P HAVE DRIVEN
EAST ALONG CUTE 616 TO THE SHOULDER OF THE SO-CALLED
LACTIAN SALIENT.
2.SPLANNING IS PROCEEDING WITH CCN FOR SUPPORTING OP-
ERATIONS IN BA SAT AND THE LAOTIAN SALIENT, FOLLOWING
THE PATTE N OF DEWEY CANYON. THE TARGET A EAS WILL BE
ENTITSLY WITHIN OUR ARTILLSRY FANS AND REACH OF OUR AO'S
AND GUNSHIPS. CONDITIONS ARE OPTIMUM FOR DETAILED RECON-
MAISSANCE AND NE UT MALIZATION/DEST UCTION OF ENEMY PER-
SONNEL AND FACILITIES IN THESE AREAS.
3. ON THE OTHER HAND, SOG'S EFFECTIVENESS IN THESE A.E.A.S
WILL BE CIRCUMSCHIBEF BY REASON OF SEVERE LIMITATIONS
ON THE NUMBER AND CALIBER OF PEN SONNEL AVAILABLE FOR
EMPLOYMENT. I HAVE A PROPOSAL TO. RECTIFY THIS SIT-
LATION AND TO INSURE THAT A THOROUGH JOB IS DONE IN BOTH
BA 607 AND THE LACTIAN SALIENT.
4. I UNDERSTAND FR M COL CAVANAUGH THAT IT IS WITHIN THE
RULES OF THE GAME FO JES TO SECOND TO HIS COUNTERPART
(COLONEL HO) INDIVIDUALS AND/OF UNITS OF THE AVNAF,
APP OP IATELY SHEEP DIPPED. FOR HIS PART, GENECAL TRUONG
PERCEIVES NO OBJECTION TO MAKING ELMS OF HIS DIVISION
AVAILABLE TO S06 FOR SPECIFIC OPERATIONS; I ESTIMATE HE
WOULD BE PREPARED TO ANTE UP. HIS DIV RECON CO AND/O. ONE
OF HIS BEST BATTALIONS. THE CLOSE WORKING RELUTIONS WE
HAVE ACHIEVED WITH SOG WOULD ASSURE EXPEDITIOUS HANDLING
OF BRIEFING, STERILIZATION AND OUTFITTING OF PERSONNEL
CONCERNED. COLLOCATED US/ARVN/SOG FORWARD CP'U WOULD
CCERESPONDINGLY ASSURE HIGHLY EFFECTIVE COORDINATION OF
OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES.
5 I U.GE THAT THE FOREGOING PROPOSAL BE INDO SED AND
MACV 3E REQUESTED TO SECURE JGS APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENT-
ATION THEREOF/
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220016Z ZHY ZFF-3 ZFF-60
FM MG TOWNSEND C/S MACV SAIGON
TO LTG CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
INFO LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
COL CAVANAUGH CHIEF MACSOG
ZEM
T 0 P SECRI E T LIMDIS SENSITIVE MAC 3677 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: SOG OPERATION
REF: PHB 0514 DTG 1918142 MAR 69.
1. (TS/LIMDIS) REFERENCE PROPOSES ARVN AUGMENTATION OF SOG FORCES
IN CONNECTION WITH OPERATIONS IN THE LAOTIAN SALIENT AND IN BA 607.
2. (TS/LIMDIS) REQUESTING JGS TO APPROVE THIS PROPOSAL IS A MAJOR
POLICY QUESTION, INTRODUCING AR VN INTO AN AREA OF U.S. OPERATIONS
IN WHICH ARVN PER SE HAS NEVER PARTICIPATED; HOWEVER, SOG REGULATIONS
DO NOT REPEAT NOT PROHIBIT THIS.

(TS/ LIMDIS) SUGGEST THAT THIS QUESTION BE THOROUGHLY ANANLYZED
TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT THE BENEFITS WOULD WARRANT THE ADMINISTRATION
EFFORT ENTAILED IN SUCH A POLICY CHANGE. DO WE REALLY WANT TO RECOMMEND
TO COMUSMACV THAT ARVN BE INTRODUCED INTO SOG OPERATIONS? THE GENERAL
REACTION HERE IS NEGATIVE
GP-1

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
250
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O-£flS53Z-iY~1 ZFF-1 
IPI MG GETTYS CG AMER1CAL D I V 

'10 LTGCUSHM~d~ CG III MAl' ' , 
2EM __ ", e}, I 

S E , CR' E T J~ 10 251 EYES Om.. Y 
l£FERE NCE YOUR MESSAGE 210920Z MAR 69 

I HAVE RE~·EXAM I NED OUR PROCEDURES FOR, THE DEFENSE OF THE ' 
OW LA' AIR BASE. THESE PRECEDURES ARE EXTENSI'lEAND THEY 'N­
(tUDE INCREASED' PATROLS I N THE ROCKET POCKET, EXTENSIVE ENGAGE;­
l'ENTS OF SENSOR READOUTS, INatEASED USE OF LONG RANGE PATROLS; 
fiCREASED US1~ OF P-REARRANGED F IRES ON SUSPECTED LOCAT IONS, 
FlRST AND l.AST L'IGHT VR BY AIR CAV UN ITS, AND FIRE, FLY PI I SS IONS 
ll.JR ING THE H~)URS OF DARKNESS.' ' 

WITHIN OUl1 CAPABILITIES, WE WilL NOT TOLERATE ANY LOSSES, 
ItJD THE ENEM:t Wi LL NOT BE PERM ITTED TO I' lREFROM KNOWN LAUNCHI NG 
STES. I DEPLORE, AS YOU, THE RO ekET ATT ACKAT CHULA I ,HOWEVER 
I AM, CONV I NCED THAT WE COULD I NCREA'SE THE' COVERAGE OF SECUG ITY , 
IN THE So-CALL£OROCKET POCKET, OR' AREA 0; l.A·UNCHING IF 'tE HAD 
4>D IT IONAL FOR,CE,S TO ACCOttlPL 1 sa TH I 5.00 ' 

AS YOu KNOW I 'Nfl HEAVILY ENGAGED I iii TlEN PHOUC,AND QUANG 

'" 

KiAI" AND lAM VITALLY CONCERNED ABOUT ,DEFENSE -OF 'TAM KY. I AM 
SI!lILARLY ENGAGED IN THE DUC PHOAREA ANI) wHILE WE HAVE ACQUITTED­
ClJRSELVES WELL, THE' OPPOS'IT ION ST ILL REI!lA I NS A ND MUST BE COUNTERED. 

IN VIEW OF THIS, I CONSIDER 'IT ESSENTIAL THAT WE INTENSIFY 
ClJR EFFORT· I'M THE SO-CALLED ROCKET· POCKET, Am> nu S REQUURES AN 
,4)0 IT ION TO MY FORCES. /wlT·H AN ADDITIONAL BDE , CAN PROVIDE 
SIFFICIENT COVERAGE TO REDUCE THE, THREAT TO MANAGEABLE PROPORTIONS. 
I£QUESf THAT I BE FURNISHED THIS BDE. ' 

$0 NOTE: DE:L I\lEi 'AT 0700, 22 MARCH 690 ' 
23,00 

.",~,-~ •• "" •• - ' ..... 1' ....... - -1 

fJ."~~J~<,C; HEr! 

/ 
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SECRET
11653Z ZYH ZFF- 1

IM MG GETTYS CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
ZEM
SE CRET AID 251 EYES ONLY
REFERENCE YOUR MESSAGE 210920Z MAR 69

I HAVE RE-EXAMINED OUR PROCEDURES FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE
CHU LAI AIR BASE. THESE PRECEDURES ARE EXTENSIVE AND THEY IN-
LUDE INCREASED PATROLS IN THE ROCKET POCKET, EXTENSIVE ENGAGE-
MENTS OF SENSOR READOUTS, INCREASED USE OF LONG RANGE PATROLS,
INCREASED USE OF PREARRANGED FIRES ON SUSPECTED LOCATIONS,
FIRST AND LAST LIGHT VR BY AIR CAV UNITS, AND FIRE FLY MISSIONS
DURING THE HOURS OF DARKNESS.

WITHIN OUR CAPABILITIES, WE WILL NOT TOLERATE ANY LOSSES,
AND THE ENEMY WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO FIRE FROM KNOWN LAUNCHING
SITES. I DEPLORE, AS YOU, THE ROCKET ATTACK AT CHU LAI, HOWEVER
I AM CONVINCED THAT WE COULD INCREASE THE COVERAGE OF SECUGITY
IN THE SO-CALLED ROCKET POCKET, OR AREA OF LAUNCHING IF WE HAD
ADDITIONAL FORCES TO ACCOMPLISH THIS.00

AS YOU KNOW I AM HEAVILY ENGAGED IN TIEN PHOUC, AND QUANG
AND I AM VITALLY CONCERNED ABOUT DEFENSE OF TAM KY. I AM

SIMILARLY ENGAGED IN THE DUC PHO AREA AND WHILE WE HAVE ACQUITTED
OURSELVES WELL, THE OPPOSITION STILL REMAINS AND MUST BE COUNTERED.

IN VIEW OF THIS, I CONSIDER IT ESSENTIAL THAT WE INTENSIFY
OJR EFFORT IN THE SO-CALLED ROCKET POCKET, AND THIS REQUURES AN
ADDITION TO MY FORCES. WITH AN ADDITIONAL BDE I CAN PROVIDE
SUFFICIENT COVERAGE TO REDUCE THE THREAT TO MANAGEABLE PROPORTIONS.
REQUEST THAT I BE FURNISHED THIS BDE.

SO NOTE: DELIVER AT 0700, 22 MARCH 690
2300

SECRET
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~ . ~MFIDENTIAl. . 
~ PPRUEBHOA, R UHHN FA R Hl~Mf\F'A 
/~/ DE RUf1HLA ,~~S4:90SH1746 
; / Z NY::CCCC.C I,~: '- ..... 

~ P220146Z !11AR 69 
// FffJ CG FIRSrr1A,RDIV 
// rO .. R UEBHOAlCM,C 
// ,INFO ,RUHHF~jA/CG F'M F'PA C o RHMMAfA/CG 11 I MAF 

Ie • 
IEXCLUSIVE 

" <,,:A: fO' . 0 ,-.' n 

~ ~Tb'N FI D EN T 1 A LSPECAT 
/~ EXCL US IVE FOR LTGE N \1 ALI i1 r·1,!.\.J:i E N FO NT A NA AND BG EN DOOLEY 
/~ 1", .(U) IN CONFIRMATION Of INV!O PREVIOUSLY PASSED, TELEPHONICALLY!! r1#l~1 
~ CHAHLES SQ ROBS II 08 2J 02 'USf'lC viAS NOT INJURED IN THE ENEMY PlOR-
~' TAR ATTACK ON FIRST MARD,IV C~ I.,THICH OCCUREDAPPROX 'l940K 20MARG9" 
/~ 2 ... ( C) A CONPLETE RO STER AND STAT US 0 ~~ ALL CASUALT I ES WHICH 
~ OCCURED IN THE ATTACK IS PRQVIDED BELOI,! H~ VIEt') OF THE PRESS 
/--1 STORY, \I/HICHAPPARENT'LYIDENl'IF'IED THE UN!! AND SECTION OF t.nUCH 
/./ MAJ ROBB' IS A r'1EMBEHti:' SUCH REPORT CO.ULD yJELL RESULT IN ~DD IT IONPL 
~ INQUIRIES BY NOl\OF' OTHER r'1ARINESASSIG'i'~ED HOBN THIS CPo 
~ 30 (C) THERE ~;ERE: ONLY SIX CASUALiTIESOf ' .. JH~CH T"10 ~JERE jOAr; !I'JO 
/~ WIA (E) Al\lD T\~O ~JI!H1E~ • 
/~ Ao KIA~ 
/~ CPL JOHN MARTIN BURLiA 22~ 0tS 910/3051 US~1C SERVCO RPTD BY t·1Y 
/./ . ',PAGE 2 RUMHLA 2949 CON f IDE N I ,Ifl; L Sf'ECAT EXCLu FOR' 
/./ '\'1SG 2116 14Z:~1AR69 
~. SaT JOH~J GARDNER OSTERHOUS 2 tIS, £.1 57/3042' US(\IC HOCC: R?TD BY MY 
~ " M SG 2 11818 Z: MAR 69 " 0, ,Be; '!lIA (E) REPORTED BVrfJYMSG 2t1652Zf11AR69., 
/,/ LICOl ~1.e\URICE Co ASHLEY 04 57 0'111802 USMC j-ir:)CO .. S~'J LEFT LEG~ 
/~" LEFT ARN &, LEff FLANK$ CO ND/PROG GOOD 11 EVAC TO 5TH AR~1Y F1,.D HOSP o BANKO.K THI 
/~ CiiPT rJMilES Vo BASSETT ,,0961 1015010 US~'J.CSl HQCO SW BOTH LFGS Atl:1[)' 
/~ BACKe COf\l[J9/PROG GOOD LOClSTNEDBN f EVAC TO 22D CSF 2:JMAR EVAC TO 
// USNH GRAI'l 
~' (;~ \~IANE RE:PDRTED BY MY [~SG 220222Z MAR69" 
,~ PF'e RICHARD ~, .. BOUNDS 240 9107,,, HOCD SLIGHT CONCUSSIONI' cc~ro/ 
~ PHOG EXC THEATED &REl'.TO D U" . 
'~ PF'C R" E:.. BRILEY 239 84 34/0~J~ ill USMC Hr.lCO ABRP,SrON LEFT \~RIST~ 
~' ,COND/PROG EXC TREATED &, RET TO D U., , '" 
~~4 (C) BRIEF1,Y ,l THER~~ WERE ABOUT lHE:NTY·:~1P.RINES IN THE BUILDING G""4.l 
/~,. SUPPLY ;lE,Ci'IONS ALSO OCCUpy 1;JHEN THE MORTAR ATTACK BZGAi": .. ONLY' 
/~ QIIlE ROI.}ND IMPA CTED I N, THE BUILD I NG lflHI CH IS D IV IDED INTO i 6 SMpLL 
/,/ PARTITIOr~ED OF'FICES~. THE nlO KIA l!JERE IN THE CENTER Of·TJ-fEIMPJ.l.CTED 
/~OFF'!CE'WITH THEIFOUR ..,HiJLP.ED IN DIFFERENT IADJACENT OFFICES LOCPTED 
~ PAGE'3 RUMHLA 2949 CON F IDE N T I 'AL SPECAl EXCLU fOR h ON tHREE l}IFFERErrr SIDES OF THE Ex'pLoSIONo r~OST. OF' THOSE NOT nJ .. 
'~~JURED' INCL'lID'INGMAJ ROBS \vEREABLE 'rOMAKE IT OUTSIDE' ANi) BIT T'~E 
/,/ . DECK BEfOR ~~ THE DAMAG 1 NG .ROUND H IT THE.': G .. 4/SUPPL Y· OFF'! CE SPACE So 
,~ AS, SOO'N AS:cINCO~llNG' CEASED r4AJ ROBB· ASSISTED IN ''CAR IN~ F'ORl'HE 

~ i~g~~J~ANDCLEA:?L OF 3BR1S 
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EXCLUSIVE

PP RUEBHOA R UKHM FA RHMMAFA
DE RUMHLA 2949 0810746
ZNY CCCCC
P 220746Z MAR 69

FOR

FM CG FIRST MARDIV
I.O. RUEBHOA/CMC
INFO RUHHEMA/CG FMFPAC
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
CONFIDENTIA SPECAT
EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN WALT, MAJGEN FONTANA AND BGEN DOOLEY
1. (U) IN CONFIRMATION OF INFO PREVIOUSLY PASSED TELEPHONICALLY, MAJ
CHARLES S. ROBB II 08 21 02 USMC WAS NOT INJURED IN THE ENEMY MOR-
TAR ATTACK ON FIRST MARDIV CP WHICH OCCURED APPROX 1940H 20MAR-69.
2. (C) A COMPLETE ROSTER AND STATUS OF ALL CASUALTIES WHICH
OCCURED IN THE ATTACK IS PROVIDED BELOW IN VIEW OF THE PRESS
STORY WHICH APPARENTLY IDENTIFIED THE UNIT AND SECTION OF WHICH
MAJ ROBB IS A MEMBER. SUCH REPORT CO.ULD WELL RESULT IN ADDITIONAL
INQUIRIES BY NOK OF OTHER MARINES ASSIGNED HOB N THIS CP.
3. (C) THERE WERE ONLY SIX CASUALITIES OF WHICH TWO WERE KIA, TWO
WIA (E) AND TWO WIANE.
A. KIA:

CPL JOHN MARTIN BURUA 229 06 90/3051 USMC SERVCO RPTD BY MY
PAGE 2 RUMHLA 2949 N E N P. SPECAT EXCLU FOR
MSG 2116142MAR69

SGT JOHN GARDNER OSTER HOUS 216 81 57/3042 USMC HACC RPTD BY MY
MSG 211818ZMAR69
B. VIA (E) REPORTED BY MY MSG 211652ZMAR69.

LTCOL MAURICE C. ASHLEY 04 707/1802 USMC HACO. SW LEFT LEG,
LEFT ARN & LEFT FLANK, CO ND/PROG GOOD, EVAC TO 5TH ARMY FL.D HOSP
BANKOK THI

CAPT JAMES V. BASSETT, 09611043010 USMC, HOCO SW BOTH LEGS AND
BACK. COND / PROG GOOD LOC 1STMEDBN, EVAC TO 22D CSF 21MAR EVAC TO
USNH GRAM
Co WIANE REPORTED BY MY MSG 220222Z MAR69.

PFC RICHARD W. BOUNDS 240 91 07, HOCO SLIGHT CONCUSSION, COND/
PROG EXC TREATED & RET TO DU.

PFC R. E. BRILEY 239 84 34/0141, USMC HOCO ABRASION LEFT WRIST,
COND/PROG EXC TREATED & RET TO DU,
4 (C) BRIEFLY, THERE WERE ABOUT TWENTY MARINES IN THE BUILDING G-4/
SUPPLY SECTIONS ALSO OCCUPY WHEN THE MORTAR ATTACK BEGAN. ONLY
ONE ROUND IMPACTED IN THE BUILDING WHICH IS DIVIDED INTO 16 SMALL
PART ITIONED OFFICES. THE TWO KIA WERE IN THE CENTER OF THE IMPACTED
OFFICE WITH THEIFOUR INJURED IN DIFFERENT ADJACENT OFFICES LOCATED
PAGE 3 RUMKLA 2949 0 N F E T I SPECAT EXCLU FOR
ON THREE DIFFERENT SIDES OF THE EXPLOSION. MO ST OF THOSE NOT IN-
JURED INCLUDING MAJ ROBB WERE ABLE TO MAKE IT OUTSIDE AND HIT THE
DECK BEFORE THE DAMAGING ROUND HIT THE G-4/SUPPLY OFFICE SPACE S.
AS SOON AS INCOMING CEASED MAJ ROBB. ASSISTED IN CARING FOR THE
CASUALTIES AND CLEARING OF DEBRIS. AS USUAL HE REM

CONFIDENTIALCOPY / OF 3 COPIESTHROUGHOUT.
GPOA CEOCHAP.ADJ.COMPT.G-5G-3 G-4G-2G-1DC/SCSAFCCG PT
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HEADQUARTERS 

III Marine Amphibious Force 
Hilitary Assistance Command, Vietnam 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

TOP SECRE~ - LIMDIS 

MEMORANDUit-'I FOR THE RECORD 

SUbj: Use of ARVN Units to Augment SOG 

27 March 1969 

1. At about 1400, 27 March, COlIlIl\3.nding General, III MAF met with 
Commanding General,' XXIV Corps at Vandergrift Combat Base. At that 
time Comillanding General, III MAF informed Lieutenant Generiu STIDJELL 
that General ABRAMS had informed him the pre'vious day that he did not 
favor' thE! use of ARVN in the SOG role at this time since he did not 
want to ~ieopardize certain other plans he had under discussion with 
Chairman J• JCS. Lieutenant General STIThJELL accepted this information 
arid it appeared that he understood that no further action would be 
taken on his recommendation that ARVN units be used to reinforce SOG 
operations. 

-----. ---_. 

TOP SECRET .- LIMDIS I.j r «) 
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HEADQUARTERS
III Marine Amphibious Force

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
FPO San Francisco 96602

27 March 1969

TOP SECRET - LIMDIS

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subj: Use of AR VN Units to Augment SOG

1. At about 1400, 27 March, Commanding General, III MAF met with
Commanding General, XXIV Corps at Vandergrift Combat Base. At that
time Commanding General, III MAF informed Lieutenant General STILWELL
that General ABRAMS had informed him the previous day that he did not
favor the use of ARVN in the SOG role at this time since he did not
want to jeopardize certain other plans he had under discussion with
Chairman, JCS. Lieutenant General STILWELL accepted this information
and it appeared that he understood that no further action would be
taken on his recommendation that ARVN units be used to reinforce SOG
operations.

R. T. DWYER JR
USMCBGen

Asst Cofs, G-3

MESSAGE
NOT SEVT

IN VIEW OF GEN

ABRAMS VERBAL Eursien

on THIS SUBJECT
MADE IN

THE COURSE OF

CONVERSATION
WITH Cb IIIMAT

TOP SECRET - LIMDIS
49/2)
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~SIFICATION DTG 
TOP SECRET LIMDIS 

PRECEDENCE RELEASEO BY DRAFTED BY DATE 
I MMEO lATE 

FROM: CG II I MAF 

TO: COMUSMA CV 

INFO: CG xx I V CORP 8 

TOP SEC RET LIMDIS 

EXCLUS I VE FOR MGEN TOWNS END INFO LT GEN ST I LWELL FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN 

SOG OPERAT IONS 

A. CG XXI V CORPS PHB 0514 191814Z MAR 69 

B • C / S MA C V MA C 367 7 2 2¢ ¢ 1 6 Z MA R 69 

1. I HAVE EXAMINED DICK STILWELL'S PROPOSAL WJTH DUE REGARD 

FOR YOUR: RESERVAT IONS AS EXPRESSED I N REF B. 

2. AFTER ANALYZING THE PROBLEM HIS RECOMMENDATION TO EMPLOY 

WELL QUP\ LI F I ED ARVN REGU LA RS I N THE 80G ROLE APPEARS Mill TA R IL Y 

ATTRACT II VE FOR THE FOLLOWI NG REASONS. 

A. PROVIDES INCREASED CAPABILITY TO OPERATE IN THE ENEMY 

BASE AREAS WITH THE RESULTANT INCREASED AREA COVERAGE AND 

GREATER POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS. 

B. THE EXPANDED AREA COVERAGE WI LL CAUSE GREATER DEFENSE 

. PRO BLEMS FOR THE NVA. 

C. THE TYPE OF ARVN PERSONNEL BEING CONSIDERED ARE BETTER 
~ 
>-

TRAINED THAN THE AVERAGE SOG :Lt>JDIVIDUAL, PARTICULARLY FOR THE ..... 

PAGE 

NEUTRAL! ZATION/DESTRUCT ION MISSION. 

D. IN BEING ARVN ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND STATUS OF 

TRAINING (IF ONLY THE BEST UNIT(S) ARE SELECTED) SHOULD
1 

ENHANCE j 
THEIR IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY WITH MINIMUM TRANSITION TIME. 

OF PAGES DGT CLASSIFICATION 

DECLASSIFIED 
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III MAF FORM 2 -10)-23 (11-68)

CLA SSIFICATIONSSNDTG
TOP SECRET LIMDIS

DRAFTED BY DATERELEASED BYPRECEDENCE
IMMEDIATE

FROM: CG 111 MAF

TO: COMUSMA CV

INFO: CG XXIV CORPS

TOP SECRET LIMDIS

EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGEN STILWELL FROM LTGEN CUSHMAN

SOG OPERATIONS

A. CG XXIV CORPS PHB 0514 191814Z MAR 69

B. c/s MACV MAC 3677 220016Z MAR 69

1. I HAVE EXAMINED DICK STILWELL'S PROPOSAL WITH DUE REGARD

FOR YOUR RESERVATIONS AS EXPRESSED IN REF B.

2. AFTER ANALYZING THE PROBLEM HIS RECOMMENDATION TO EMPLOY

WELL QUALIFIED ARVN REGULARS IN THE SOG ROLE APPEARS MILITARILY

ATTRACTIVE FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS.

OMY
A. PROVIDES INCREASED CAPABILITY TO OPERATE IN THE ENEMY

OWE

WHOLE

BASE AREAS WITH THE RESULTANT INCREASED AREA COVERAGE AND

GREATER POSSIBILITY OF SUCCESS.

B. THE EXPANDED AREA COVERAGE WILL CAUSE GREATER DEFENSE

WILLIA

WHILE

PROBLEMS FOR THE NVA.

C. THE TYPE OF ARVN PERSONNEL BEING CONSIDERED ARE BETTER

THE THETRAINED THAN THE AVERAGE SOG INDIVIDUAL, PARTICULARLY FOR THE

NEUTRALIZATION/DESTRUCTION MISSION.

IN BEING ARVN ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND STATUS OFD.

TRAINING (IF ONLY THE BEST UNIT (S) ARE SELECTED) SHOULD ENHANCE

THEIR IMMEDIATE AVAILABILITY WITH MINIMUM TRANSITION TIME.

CLASSIFICATIONPAGES DGTOFPAGE

DECLASSIFIED
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E. ARVN DISCIPLINE IS GENERALLY BETTER THAN THAT FOUND 

IN THE AVERAGE SOG UNIT WHICH SHOULD CONTRI BUTE TO THEI R . 
EFFECT I VENESS. 

3. ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE CO I N I CAN FORSEE THESE 

01 SADVANTAGES: 

A. 1ST ARVN DIVISION OVERALL STRENGTH AVAILABLE FOR ON 

GOING OPERATIONS WILL BE CORRESPONDINGLY REDUCED BY THE 

NUMB ER OF UN ITS SO EMPLO YEO. 

8. ONCE DISCOVERED AND IDENTIFIED AS ARVN REGULARS THE 

REVELATION OF SUCH ACTIVITIES COULD WELL INVITE THE CHA-RGE OF 

EXPANDING THE WAR WITH THE RESULTANT POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES 

AND LIKELY ADVERSE PUBLICITY. 

C. cOMMnjMENT TO THIS MISSION WILL PLACE INCREASED 

DEMANDS ON ALREADY STRAINED HELO ASSETS, FOR OTHER AIR SUPPORT 

AND WILL REQUIRE INCREASED LOGISTIC SUPPORT. 

D. EMERGENCY CIRCUMSTANCES MIGHT WELL REQUIRE COMMIT/MENT 

OF US FOr~CES. 

E. ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCH A POLICY CHANGE 

MAY BE TIME CONSUMING AND PRECLUDE EARLY AVAILABILITY. 

4. ON BALANCE, AND RECOGNI ZI NG THE 01 SADVANTAGES JUST 

ENUMERATED, IT APPEARS THAT THE MILITARY BENEFITS WHICH MIGHT 

ACCRUE FROM EXPANDED COVERAGE IN THE ENEMY'S VITAL LOGISTIC 

AREAS WARRANT THE EMPLOYMENT OF CAREFULLY SELECTED ARVN UNIT(S) 
,~ 

IN THE SOG ROLE AND I SO RECOMMEND. IF POLITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

L&.I 
a.. 
>­
I-

AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS ARE OVER/DING AN ALTERNAT/ E . 

SOLUTION WOULD BE THE COMMIT/MENT OF ADDITIONAL, SUITABLY 

TRAINED, SOG PERSONNEL TO MEET THE EXPANDED REQUIREMENTS. 

I~ 5.L1lGEN 1, NICKERSON CONCURS. 
i 1...1 
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E. ARVN DISCIPLINE IS GENERALLY BETTER THAN THAT FOUND

IN THE AVERAGE SOG UNIT WHICH SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR

EFFECTIVENESS.

3. ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN I CAN FORSEE THESE

DISADVANTAGES:

A. 1ST ARVN DIVISION OVERALL STRENGTH AVAILABLE FOR ON

GOING OPERATIONS WILL BE CORRESPONDINGLY REDUCED BY THE

NUMBER OF UNITS SO EMPLOYED.

B. ONCE DISCOVERED AND IDENTIFIED AS ARVN REGULARS THE

REVELATION OF SUCH ACTIVITIES COULD WELL INVITE THE CHARGE OF

EXPANDING THE WAR WITH THE RESULTANT POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES

AND LIKELY ADVERSE PUBLICITY.

OWY
OWN C. COMMITTMENT TO THIS MISSION WILL PLACE INCREASED

MARINE
MANGIES

DEMANDS ON ALREADY STRAINED HELO ASSETS, FOR OTHER AIR SUPPORT

AND WILL REQUIRE INCREASED LOGISTIC SUPPORT.

D. EMERGENCY CIRCUMSTANCES MIGHT WELL REQUIRE COMMITMENT

OF US FORCES.

THE
THE

E. ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS FOR SUCH A POLICY CHANGE

MAY BE TIME CONSUMING AND PRECLUDE EARLY AVAILABILITY.

4. ON BALANCE, AND RECOGNIZING THE DISADVANTAGES JUST

ENUMERATED, IT APPEARS THAT THE MILITARY BENEFITS WHICH MIGHT

ACCRUE FROM EXPANDED COVERAGE IN THE ENEMY'S VITAL LOGISTIC

AREAS WARRANT THE EMPLOYMENT OF CAREFULLY SELECTED ARVN UNIT(S)

IN THE SOG ROLE AND I SO RECOMMEND. IF POLITICAL CIRCUMSTANCES

AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE CONSIDERATIONS ARE OVERIDING AN ALTERNATIVE

SOLUTION WOULD BE THE COMMITTMENT OF ADDITIONAL, SUITABLY

TRAINED, SOG PERSONNEL TO MEET THE EXPANDED REQUIREMENTS.
5. LTGEN NICKERSON CONCURS.
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FM l TG ST IlWELl CG XX 1V cORPS 

·.10 l TG CUsmAN. CG t 11 MAF 
INFO GEl\! AIBRAMS COMUSMAcV 
ZEU ~:;-.;. ,}~ . 
TOP S E !e R' E T LIMOIS PHS 05lJe E.TES o Nt-y 
SUSJECT: NEW NV A STCRAGE AGEA ( 
1~ (S) AS I:OUR S ITREPS WILL CONF·tRMOVEG TfE "'JEn FEW OAYS~: 
21'3 MAR·tNE$ AN:) 3/2 ARVN,PARTI'CIPANTS fN OPERATION . 

1 MA' NE CRA~:, HAVE UNCOVERED A SU8ST'ANTI AL ENEMY 
1· . SuPPl Y AREA'; ITS GENERAL EXTENT CAN BE INDICATED B'Y 

i 

, 
I 
;. 
1 
\ 

A. CIRClE OF 1~5 KM RADtUS CENTER EO' , ON X09052~5~' . 
2. (5) THERE WERE SMALL UNfT"ACTIONS TfROUGHOUT THrs 'AREA 
TODAY AS NVA SERVICE TROOPS ATTEMPTEO\TO DEFEND IN PLACE: 
TH(JE; OUR ::TGOOPS HAVE NOT YET HAD THE SCOPE: rOTOTE UP. 
WHAT HAS ElEEN UNCOVERED OR UNDERTAKE BETA I lEO SEARCH 
FOR ADD IT I:ONAL STOCt<PtLE'S~ HOWEVER, THE FOLLOVHNG 
SUGGE'STS 11'HAT WE' CAN EXPECT THE AREA TO Y IELO SUPPliES 
OF MAJOR Sf GNIF I CANCE: ' 

A: . CHIC:OM/NVA RICE CONSEGVAT "VELY EST I MATES TO ' 
AGGREGATE 400 TONS~ I PERSONAllY SAW HALF THAT AMO~NT I 
IN A'BRIEF' WALK THROUGH ONE AREA~ THE Rl·CE IS OF SUPER 7 , 
F"J NE QUAL ITY AND ~ FOR TrE MOST PART, DOUBLE 'BAGGED: R IOE ' , 
IAfA$S10GEtl ABOVE GROUf\JJ;l ON lOG DUNNAGE, PilES', COVEGEO _A)',.. 
ax HtGH-g';:RADE PlASTIC. THIS 1ND1CATES SITE'S TEMPORARY "Of'. 
Of\fL y~ (wE :W'LL EVACUATE ALL R tCE, CLEARLY LABEL IT . 

AS CA PT!j~lEO AND TuGN OVER TOPR OV I f\SC' AL AuTHOR I T 'ES~ ) 0 
B~ Hore:l 'COMPA~Y REPORTS THAT IT HAS UNCOVERED 

SIZE~BLE STOCKS OF CANNED FOODS. (! 
c. IN THE COURSE 'OF,A FIRE FlcHi;, ECHO C'OMPANYO f 

. UNCOVERED 'A S IN'GlE CACHE OF 100 PLUS NEW AK'!"&7' S/AK-50' s~ 1 i 
OUR,iNG SAME FIG,HT.,' AN M;"79 WAS' FIRED lNTO AN uNDERGROUND ' 
E"!TRY REStlIL T 1 NG 1 ~1 EXPLOSt ON OF SUCH V tcl.ENCE AS TO ! f 

'-. wOUND 17 FR IENOl Y.. I 
o~ BOX.E,S/CONlA' NERS OF, MORTAR/RPG/RECOfLLESS RIFLE ,1 1, 

ROuND S AGE~ STREwN TfROUGHOUT THE ·AREA. ~ 122 MM ROCKETS ([1) . i 
HAVE A~8Y BEEN DESTROYED. '. ' ' ._. _____ .1\ ___ I 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 231715Z ZYH ZFF73
FM LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
TO LTG CUSHMAN CG 111 MAF
INFO GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
ZEM
TOPSECRE T LIMDIS PHB 0540 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: NEW NV A STORAGE AGEA
1. (S) AS OUR SITREPS WILL CONFIRM OVEG THE NEXT FEW DAYS,
2/3 MARINES AND 3/2 ARVN, PARTICIPANTS IN OPERATION
MAINE CRAG, HAVE UNCOVERED A SUBSTANTIAL ENEMY
SUPPLY AREA. ITS GENERAL EXTENT CAN BE INDICATED BY

A CIRCLE OF 1.5 KM RADIUS CENTERED ON XO 905235.
2. (S) THERE WERE SMALL UNIT ACTIONS THROUGHOUT THIS AREA
TODAY AS NVA SERVICE TR00PS ATTEMPTED TO DEFEND IN PLACE.
THUS, OUR TGOOPS HAVE NOT YET HAD THE SCOPE TO TOTE UP
WHAT HAS BEEN UNCOVERED OR UNDERTAKE BETAILED SEARCH
FOR ADDITIONAL STOCKPILES. HOWEVER, THE FOLLOWING
SUGGESTS THAT WE CAN EXPECT THE AREA TO YIELD SUPPLIES
OF MAJOR SIGNIFICANCE:

A. CHICOM/NVA RICE CONSEGVATIVELY ESTIMATEB TO

ml

AGGREGATE 400 TONS. I PERSONALLY SAW HALF THAT AMOUNT
IN A BRIEF WALK THROUGH ONE AREA. THE RICE IS OF SUPER7
FINE QUALITY AND, FOR THE MOST PART, DOUBLE BAGGED. RICE
WASO ST 0GED ABOVE GROUND ON LOG DUNNAGE, PILES, COVEGED
BY HIGH-GGRADE PLASTIC. THIS INDICATES SITE IS TEMPORARY
ONLY. (WE WILL EVACUATE ALL RICE, CLEARLY LABEL IT
AS CAPTURED AND TUGN OVER TO PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES.)

B. HOTEL COMPANY REPORTS THAT IT HAS UNCOVERED
SIZEABLE STOCKS OF CANNED FOODS.

C. IN THE COUR SE OF A FIRE FIGHT, ECHO COMPANYO
UNCOVERED A SINGLE CACHE OF 100 PLUS NEW K-&7'S/AK-50'S.
DURING SAME FIGHT, AN M-79 WAS FIRED INTO AN UNDERGROUND
ENTRY RESULTING IN EXPLOSION OF SUCH VIOLENCE AS TO
WOUND 17 FRIENDLY.

D. BOXES/CONTAINERS OF MORTAR/RPG/RECOILLESS RIFLE
ROUNDS AGE STREWN THROUGHOUT THE AREA. 122 MM ROCKETS
HAVE ALREABY BEEN DESTROYED.

1/1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

[-- ~-3-(TsTCfMO I sf-ffNCE---THTS~R-EA~rS'-"S-O-CL~ARiIY-w 'THTN~'OUR~-·--~--
.~ REACH <"6: OPERATED TmOUGH f£RE AS LLATE AS.JANUARY), LQGIC 
( SUGGESTS THAT TflEENEMY INTENDED THIS AS A STAGING- AREA. " 
;~ WE ASSUME: THAT ONWARD MOVEMENT WAS 'NOT TO BE NORTHVARD 

FOR ARVN :!ELEMENTS, MOVING SOUTH ALONG ROUTE 616, REPOGT 
THATSEGt~IENT OF ROUTE SHOWS NO S'IGN OF' USE~ MOST L t"KEL Y 
O'RECT'O~f IS DuE EAST 'NTO LAOTIAN SALIENT; OR SOUTH TOWARDS 
BASE AREA: 611 vtA Tf£ XE PON R tVEG. 35 HEAVILY LADEN fiNA 
WEGE OBSERVED MAK' NC FCR THELAOT I AN BORDER AT X0.898210 . 
THIS A'F'Tt::RNOON; AND ENGAGEOANOKILLEO BY TAC AlR. MEANWHILE, 
ENEMY ActiVITY IN _TFE lAOTIAN SALIENT I SSUF'F'ICIENT TO HAVE 0 

F'ORCEO 1}£ EXTRACTION uNOERFIRE OF THE ONLY TWO SOG INSERTS 
THUS FAREF'F'ECTEO~ . 
l!~ (S)- WE: EXPEOT TI4E ARMOREOTASK-FOROE (TF REMAGEN) NOW 
PIONEER1f\IG ITS WAY SOUTH wrTHfN THE SHADOW OF THE CO ROC~ 

. TO BEA'Sl'RlDE ROUTE 916 BY 25 MARCH~ THIS WILL PERMIT 1/3 
MAR rNES 'l~O CONVERGE ON STORAGE AREA TO fNTENSIF'Y ClEAN­
UP AND SE:ARCH~ STORAGE AREA PROPER BE tNG 'NA BOWL~ 
REGIME;.,,'fT,~IL C,~MAr-IDER INTEN[)STO PROTf:CT, HI S FORCES ~Y 1 

. oqCtiPY'N~: .. RtGHCROtJNO, TO EAS.', 'MMEU UTEl YC~tGtJOUS 
. _ To.n£ L~~OT'AN 'B'OROE~. __ ,_, __ . ___ .. . . -' 1 

GF' 1. -:- --, . - '1 - ". ' .. '~' ___ .' '7<J;~.=-.. ~ ___ '. ",__ .•... _. _ . \'.\. 

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR.'1RANSMISSIONONLY~' o ' DELIVER FIGST DUTY HOUR 24 MARCH~ 
I CONTENTS OF PARA 3 ARE SECRET WITH 

EXCEPT ION _ 9f LA S1 SENTENCE QugTE 
MEANwHILE ••• · EFFEcTED UNQUOTE, WHIOH 
I'S TOP SECGET/l, 1"'-0:1 S 

.. ~, .~ :. 
I '. -,. ,,' 
r _, .' 

..::.' >---.'. '- " 

i 
l 
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DECLASSIFIED 

3. (TS/LIMOIS) SINCE THIS AREA IS SO CLEARLLY WITHIN OUR
REACH (WE OPERATED THROUGH HERE AS LLATE AS JANUARY), LOGIC
SUGGESTS THAT THE ENEMY INTENDED THIS AS A STAGING AREA.
WE ASSUME THAT ONWARD MOVEMENT WAS NOT TO BE NOR THWARD
FOR AR VN ELEMENTS, MOVING SOUTH ALONG ROUTE 616, REPOGT
THAT SEGMENT OF ROUTE SHOWS NO SIGN OF USE. MOST LIKELY
DIRECTION IS DUE EAST INTO LAOTIAN SALIENT; OR SOUTH TOWARDS
BASE AREA 611 VIA THE XE PON R IVEG. 35 HEAVILY LADEN NV A
WEGE OBSERVED MAKING FOR THE LAOTIAN BORDER AT XD 898210
THIS AFTERNOON; AND ENGAGED AND KILLED BY TAC AIR. MEANWHILE,
ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE LAOTIAN SALIENT IS SUFFICIENT TO HAVE 0
FORCED THE EXTRACTION UNDER FIRE OF THE ONLY TWO SOG INSERTS

THUS FAR EFFECTED.
4. (S) WE EXPECT THE ARMORED TASK FORCE (TF REMAGEN) NOW
PIONEERING ITS WAY SOUTH WITHIN THE SHADOW OF THE CO ROC,
TO BE ASTRIDE ROUTE 916 BY 25 MARCH. THIS WILL PERMIT 1/3
MARINES TO CONVERGE ON STORAGE AREA TO INTENSIFY CLEAN-
UP AND SEARCH. STORAGE AREA PROPER BEING IN A BOWL,
REGIMENTAL COMMANDER INTENDS TO PROTECT HIS FORCES BY
OCCUPYING HIGH GROUND TO EAST, IMMEDIATELY CONTIGUOUS
TO THE LAOTIAN BORDER.
GP-1

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY.
DELIVER FIGST DUTY HOUR 24 MARCH.0
CONTENTS OF PARA 3 ARE SECRET WITH
EXCEPTION OF LAST SENTENCE QUOTE
MEANWHILE. EFFECTED UNQUOTE, WHICH
IS TOP SECGET/LIMDIS

6300

TOP SECRET

LIMITED

(2)NNNN
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S F. C .R E T S PE: CA T EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEI\J_CUSH~1A~ 
FROM MAJGEN SIMPSON 
EI\JEWlf ROCI{E1i/MORTAR ATTACKS ... DA~ANG (5) 
Ae YR 21092~!2: . ; ' .. 
t .. (8) I F'UU .. Y mmERSTA~'D iHD S~~ARE YOUR CONCERN OVER THESE ATTp.CKS~ 
DEFENSE OF DANANGJS THE PRINARY TASK OF FIRST M~.RDIV Af\l[i WE ARE 
BENDING EVEHYErFORI TO ACCOMPLISH THE OBJECTIVE YOU HAVE OUT!. INEDe 
2" on fi)'{' EVAL UAr 10 N S;HO(~ S T HAT ~ IN GE NER AL,FHE QUE NCY AND INTENSITY 
OF" THESE ATTAC1(S VARIES INVERSELY \11TH fRIENDLY TROO? DENSITY IN 
THE ROC1{ET BELl .. SIX INF'A~ITRY BATTALIONS A,I1E NOW ENGAGED IN IN", 
TENSIVE PATH01.LI NG IN T.H IS AREA \HTH AT LEAST HAL)i' 0 F' THE EF'FOR'! 
o.F A SEVENTHe IT DOES'i\lOT rOLLOW~ HOWEVER,' THAT GIVEN SUF'FICIENT 
DENSITY1HE THRE-AT CAN BE ENTIRELY ELHHNATED. INDEED IF' THE TO ... 
TAL RESOURCES OF THIS REINFORCED DIVISION \~ERE PEVOTED SOLELY TO' 
nns DEFENSIVE TASK, THE ENE~lY IIJOULD S:rILL 8E AP,tE TO LAUNCH 
SPORAD IC A11rACKSo 

PAGE TWO R u1~HLA 3231 SEC R E! . 
3111 (5) IN M'I( JUDGEMENT THEN THE Ul.1'H1ATE SOLUTION LIESI) NOT IN DEvor ... 
ING ALL RESIOURCES TO PATROLLING POSSIBLE LAUNCHING MID FIRING 
SITES" BUT IN MOVING TOWARD THE· SOURCE, 9F' THE RO'CXETS 9 THE PEOPLE 
~JHO FIRE lHl!:M AND THE SUPPORTING ENEMY .F'ORMATIONSo THERE ~1UST BE 
A BALANCE Bl~IWEEN PATROLLli\'G THE Ro·eKET. BELT' MID HARD HITTING 
OF'F'E:NSIVE ACT ION AIMED AT THE E NEr~Y A'ND HIS C~,CHES" SUCCESS n~ 
THESE LATTER OPERATIONS l;JILL r~Al<E A SIGNIFICANT AND LASTING cotJ~ 
T IU B UT 10 ill T iQ DE F'E N SEO Ii 'D ANA NG 0 

40 (S) OPN ,OKl..OHOMAHU.LS\i\!JITH D-DAY NOW SC,IiED L'lED rOR 30. MARCH, ~}AS 
CONCEIVED \11I1'HIN tHIS CONTEXTo IT, IS THE MA,JOR CONTRIBUTION Or' 
FIRST MARDI'V TO III NAF" SPRI.I\'G OF'fiENSIVE 9 Of ORD 401-690 ITS PRI­
MARY OBJECT IVE IS THE DESIR UCT 10 N 0 F 31 ST AID 141 ST REGIS AND 3&8 
8 RO eKE! REG IMENT <l> THE MAl N BOD IES :~r ALL THREE OF THE SE REG 1= 
MEN! S ARE KNOW N TO BE ! N tHE CHARL iE R'lOGE .. vJORT H P. IDGE .,. HA PPY 
VAttEY AREA", .IT WAS PROM THESE BA,pE AREAS TJ.-lAT THE PR IMARY GROUND 
ATTACKS AGAINST ,THE DANANG .COMPLEX, ',·iERE LAU.NCHED BEGINNING 23F'EB .. 
WE BELIEVE 'THAT AT LEAST 15 PVO OF' ALL ROCKETS FIRED INTO DANANG 
E NiER l' HE AREA T HROUG H ENEMY LO C' S TR A NS ITT I NG r HE OBJE cr IVE S OF' 
0:«' AHOMA HILL.5<:>. .' . . 
50 (5) AS !,!JAS BRIEFED 10 YOU ON 27 fiEBRU~.RY9 MOUfVTING OKLAHOMA HILLS 
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ZNY SSSSS
P 2412192 MAR 69
FM CG FIRST MARDIV 4

TO CG III MAF
BT

SECREISPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN CUSHMAN
FROM MAJGEN SIMPSON
ENEMY ROCKET/MORTAR ATTACKS - DANANG (S)
A. YR 210920Z
1. (S) I FULLY UNDER STAND AND SHARE YOUR CONCERN OVER THESE ATTACKS.
DEFENSE OF DANANG IS THE PRIMARY TASK OF FIRST MARDIV AND WE ARE
BENDING EVERY EFFORT TO ACCOMPLISH THE OBJECTIVE YOU HAVE OUTLINED.
2. (S) MY EVALUATION SHOWS THAT, IN GENERAL, FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY
OF THESE ATTACKS VARIES INVERSELY WITH FRIENDLY TROOP DENSITY IN
THE ROCKET BELT. SIX INFANTRY BATTALIONS ARE NOW ENGAGED IN IN-
TENSIVE PATROLLING IN THIS AREA WITH AT LEAST HALF OF THE EFFORT
OF A SEVENTH. IT DOES NOT FOLLOW HOWEVER, THAT GIVEN SUFFICIENT
DENSITY THE THREAT CAN BE ENTIRELY ELIMINATED. INDEED IF THE TO
TAL RESOURCES OF THIS REINFORCED DIVISION WERE DEVOTED SOLELY TO
THIS DEFENSIVE TASK, THE ENEMY WOULD STILL BE ABLE TO LAUNCH
SPORADIC ATTACKS.

PAGE TWO RUMHLA 3231 SECRET
30 (S) IN MY JUDGEMENT THEN THE ULTIMATE SOLUTION LIES, NOT IN DEVOT-
ING ALL RESOURCES TO PATROLLING POSSIBLE LAUNCHING AND FIRING
SITES, BUT IN MOVING TOWARD THE SOURCE OF THE ROCKETS, THE PEOPLE
WHO FIRE THEM AND THE SUPPORTING ENEMY FORMATIONS. THERE MUST BE
A BALANCE BETWEEN PATROLLING THE ROCKET BELT AND HARD HITTING
OFFENSIVE ACTION AIMED AT THE ENEMY AND HIS CACHES. SUCCESS IN
THESE LATTER OPERATIONS WILL MAKE A SIGNIFICANT AND LASTING CON-
TRIBUTION TO DEFENSE OF DANANG.
40 (S) OPN OKLOHOMA HILLS, WITH D-DAY NOW SCHEDULED FOR 30. MARCH, WAS
CONCEIVED WITHIN THIS CONTEXT. IT IS THE MAJOR CONTRIBUTION OF
FIRST MARDIV TO III MAF SPRING OFFENSIVE, OP ORD 401-69. ITS PRI-
MARY OBJECT IVE IS THE DESTRUCTION OF 31ST AND 141ST REGTS AND 368
B ROCKET REGIMENT THE MAIN BODIES OF ALL THREE OF THESE REGI-
MENTS ARE KNOW N TO BE IN THE CHARLIE RIDGE - WORTH RIDGE - HAPPY
VALLEY AREA. IT WAS FROM THESE BASE AREAS THAT THE PRIMARY GROUND
ATTACKS AGAINST THE DANANG .COMPLEX WERE LAUNCHED BEGINNING 23FEB.

BELIEVE THAT AT LEAST 75 PVO OF ALL ROCKETS FIRED INTO DANANGWE
ENTER THE AREA THROUGH ENEMY LOC'S TRANSITTING THE OBJECTIVES OF
OKLAHOMA HILLS.
5. (S) AS WAS BRIEFED TO YOU ON 27 FEBRUAR Y, MOUNTING OKLAHOMA HILLS

PAGE / OF 2PAGES
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~ PAGE THREE RUMHLA 3231 SE eRE T 
V~~ REqUIRES TH1NNING THE ROCKET BELT TO FOUR BATTALIONS .. SOME (!OMQ 

~
~~ PENSAT ION FOR THE !~CREASED RISK IS PROVIDED BY THE l1AHJ EFfORT 

~ 
WHICH STARTS AT THE OUTER EDGE OF THE ROCKET B~lT AND MOVES GEN= 

:;/'/ ERALlY SOUTHJ1EST~ . . 
p~ 6 0 (S) THE DEGREE~-OF' RISK If~(1-?-EASE:: IS ~MPdSSIBl.E TO MEASURE 
$~ DEFIN!TIVElY" HOWEVER I AM STGONGLY OF' R?E VIE'.!} THAT IT MUST BE 
p~ ACCEPrED IN FAVOR OF LONG TERM B·ENIF'ITS OF STRIKING A TELLING BLOW 
#' ~ AT THE ENE~1Y AND HIS CACHES .. 
~ -'fa (S> IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWlf<ll THE COMPLE1IQ.N OF' OKLAHOf1A iHLLS, ESTI"" 
~ fMTED 1 MA Y, r HE OR IG I MAl. TROOP DE NS 11 YIN THE RO C!<ET BEtT ~J ILL BE 
~~ RESTORED AND MAINTAINED UNTIL IT IS POSSIBLE TO MOUII.'! ANOTHER 
1!'~ OF'FENSIVE OurSIDE THE ROCKET BEt.T WHICH 'nLL FURTHER CONTRIBUTE 
~ ~~",,!HE OVERA,LL DEFENSE OF DANANG.: .~. . 

~ 8T . 
~ 'J)2S ~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 1~ 111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) 

, 
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PAGE THREE RUMHLA 323ISECRET
REQUIRES THINNING THE ROCKET BELT TO FOUR BATTALIONS. SOME COM-
PENSATION FOR THE INCREASED RISK IS PROVIDED BY THE MAIN EFFORT
WHICH STARTS AT THE OUTER EDGE OF THE ROCKET BELT AND MOVES GEN-
ERALLY SOUTHWEST,
60 (S) THE DEGREE, OF RISK INCREASE IS IMPOSSIBLE TO MEASURE
DEFINITIVELY. HOWEVER I AM STGONGLY OF RPE VIEW THAT IT MUST BE
ACCEPTED IN FAVOR OF LONG TERM BENIFITS OF STRIKING A TELLING BLOW
AT THE ENEMY AND HIS CACHES.
7. (5) IMMED IATELY FOLLOWING THE COMPLETION OF OKLAHOMA HILLS, EST I-
MATED 1 MAY, THE ORIGINAL TROOP DENSITY IN THE ROCKET BELT WILL BE
RESTORED AND MAINTAINED UNTIL IT IS POSSIBLE TO MOUNT A NOT HER
OFFENSIVE OUT SIDE THE ROCKET BELT WHICH WILL FURTHER CONTRIBUTE
TO THE OVERALL DEFENSE OF DANANG.
GP-4
BT
3231
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FOR

RUKHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV
RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
RUMLMHA/ CG FIRST MAW
BT
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1.00 IN THAT EFF 25 MAR 69 YOUR TEMADO TERM AND EFF THAT DATE STAND
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CG III MAF 38
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CG FMFPAC

CMC
XXXXXX
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. RUMHP9 RUMLBPA R UMLD NA R UMHVT R UMLDN H R tJMlDN I R UMlD NQ R UMlD fIlR 
RUMlMHA RUMLMPA RUMUFG.4 RUMUF'GB RU~'HGKA RUMlMJA RUHHF'MA RHMSN';VA 
RUE 13HOA R UABQL RUM UGKD ~ . 
ZNY EEEEE 
R UMHPB=T =A !~~L IF! COMMA ND 
R UMHP9=T ""A Ii~L 1FT CONTR Ot 
RUMHGKA~T=M.~R INE l IA Isml 
Z OC 
P 25232~Z M~R 69 ZFF"'1 

POST (MAC) DA~ANG AIR BASE 
ELEMENT U\LCEJ DMlANG AIR BASE 
OFFICER <> 

FM CG HI l'1AF'/SA ! CORPS 
.,-"fo RUHHFMA/GG I'MfPAC HAWAII 
~MSMViVCI)MUSMACV SG~ RVN 

RUMlDNA/CG I CORPS DNG RVN 
RUMHG<A/CG SECOND ROXMC 9DE HOI AN RVN' 
AlLJ,. UNHS KGTZ 
~FOJ RUEBHOA/CMC i;JASH D C 

RUA3Ql/CG NINTH MAS OK! 
R UHGSAF/C OMSEVENT HFLT 

.R UMUGKD/COM~AVrORV S GIIJ RVN 
R UA 3Gll/C G Fll'!fr>AC (FWD) 
BT 
UNClLAS EFT 0 
ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND 
A<> NAVREGS D ART (1)503 {NOTAL) 
'80 MACV' niR ! 0~4 OF' R.3MAR68 O!OTAU o C~1C 25li504Z MAR 69 OOTAl' 
! c I HAVE: 1 HI S DATE A SSUMED COMMAND 'A S CG, II Y ;'~AF' & D UTI ES AS AR EA 
COI)RDH!ATO'R 1i ICiZ .. All EFFECTIVE DmECTXVES 9 ORDERS~ NOTICES & 

PAGE TO RHMMAFA 3n!391 UNCU~S E. Fro : 
HISIRUCIIONS REMAIN I~ EFFECT <l REFEREI~Cr: A9 '3 D A;~D C PERTAIN" 
LTGEN Ho NICKERSON JRo SENGS 
B1 
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PTTEZYUW RHMMAFA3180 9842320-EEEE- RUMHC RUMHLAA RUMHP
RUMHPB RUMLBPA RUMLDNA RUMHVT RUMLDNH RUMLDNI RUMLDNQ RUMLD NR
RUMLMHA RUMLMPA RUMUF GA RUMUF GB RUMHGKA RUMLMJA RUHHFMA R HMSMVA
RUE BHOA RUABAL RUMUGKD.
ZNY EEEEE
RUMHPB-I-AIRLIFT COMMAND POST (MAC) DANANG AIR BASE
RUMHP9-T-AIRLIFT CONTROL ELEMENT (ALCE) DANANG AIR BASE
RUMHGKA-I-MARINE LIAISON OFFICER
ZOC HAS BEEN SENT
P 252329Z MAR 69 ZFF-1 FIG S/SFM C G III MAF/SA I CORPS PEL C/STO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC HAWAII

DIST ARHMSMVA/COMUSMACV SGN RVN
RUMLDNA/CG I CORPS DNG RVN
RUMHGKA/CG SECOND ROKMC BDE HOI AN RVN
ALL UNITS ICTZ
INFO RUEBHOA/CMC WASH D C
RUA3QL/CG NINTH MAB OKI
RUHGSAF/COMSEVENTHFI
RUMUGKD/COMNAVFORV S GN RVN
RUABQL/CG FMFPAC (FWD)
BT
UNCLAS E F I 0
ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND
A. NAVREGS, ART 9503 (NOTAL)
B. MACV DIR 10-4 OF 13MAR68 (NOTAL)

CMC 251504Z MAR SS (NOTAL)
10 I HAVE THIS DATE ASSUMED COMMAND AS CG, III MAF & DUTIES AS AREA
COORDINATOR, ICTZ. ALL EFFECTIVE DIRECTIVES, ORDERS, NOTICES &

PAGE TO RHMMAFA 3189 UNCLAS E T 0
INSTRUCTIONS REMAIN IN EFFECT. REFERENCE A, 3 p AND C PERTAIN.
LIGEN Ho NICKERSON JR. SENDS
BT
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SECRET CON: 123 FILE: JLB
DATEFROM
26 MAR 69CG FIRST MAW

SERIAL
COPY# / OF 3 COPIES RECO26"132Z MAR 69

SUBJECT
FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT (U)SIGNATUREDATE

HEllow
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3126
DATE
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s/s COPY 1,2,3 OF 3 COPIES
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ECRET

PTTSZYUV RUMLMKA0066 0850132-SSSS 0 RHMMAFA RUHHEMA RUMHLA RUMHVP.
ZNY SSSSS
P R 267132Z MAR 69
F.M CG FIRST MAW
TO RUHHEMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
RUMIL A / C G FIRST MARDIV
RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV
BT
S ECRET FOR MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR FMFPAC F-006
FMF PAC AND III MAF FOR G-3
FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT CUP
Ao CG FROW 1414312 JAN 69

III MAF
ste

# 473B. ADMIN FMFPAC 2222172 JAN 69
C. ADMIN FMFPAC 05 19 452 MAR 69
D. CG FIRST MAW LIR: SER: 30387669 DTD 17 MAR 69
16 (C) REF a REQUESTED SUBJECT REPORT BE SUBMITTED SEPARATELY
BY EACH REPORTING UNIT ON A WEEKLY BASIS IN ORDER TO REDUCE THE
ADMIN BURDEN CREATED BY THIS REFORT. REF B CONCURRED ONLY WITH THE
WEEKLY SUBMISSION. REF C EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR DAILY FIGURES IN
THE WEEKLY REPORT, AND THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT HAS DONE LITTLE TO

PAGE TWO RUMLMHA 0066 SECRET MCEO
REDUCE THE ADMIN BURDEN OF THIS REPORT.
2. (C) REF D IS EVIDENCE OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE COLLECT 10N AND
ADMIN EFFORT REQUIRED TO PRODUCE THIS REPORT. IN AN ATTEMPT TO
REDUCE THE MANHOURS CONSUMED BY THIS SINGLE REPORT AND TO DISTRI-
BUTE THE EFFORT IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT:

A. EACH REPORTING DIVISION AND FMAW, MAKE THEIR REPORT SEPARATELY
TO A COMMON HIGHER ECHELON.

B. THE EXISTING FORMAT OF SUBJ RPT FOR FMAW BE REVISED AS
FOLLOWS:

818 PARA RID: TOTAL PREPLANNED SORTIES FOR GIVEN DAY
VICE A BREAKDOLN OF WKLY/DAILY.

(2) PARA C: TOTAL SORTIES FRAGGED BY DAY IN C 839, (2), (5)
VICE BREAKDOW OF WKLY/DAILY.

839 PARA I CBD THRU (7) 8 TOTAL *PREPLANNED SORTIES FOR EACH
UNIT SUPPORTED VICE BREAKDOWN OF WKLY/DAILY.
30 SCD THE ABOVE RECOMMENDATIONS WILL ALLOW FOR MORE EXPEDITIOUS
HANDLING AT EACH COMMAND AND STILL PROVIDE NECESSARY DAILY STATISTICS.
GP-4
BT
0066

SECRET/ 3COPY OF COPIES111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68)
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CONFIDENTY

D05097
SrcZYuw RUMLMH, 0141 0141431-CCCC RHMMAFAZNY CCCCC

* 141431Z JAN 69 COG G-3FM ADMINO FIRST MAW DIST ATO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
St
CNFIDENTIAL

FOR FMFPAC (F 031)
FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT (1))
Bea (C) THIS HRS SUBMITS THE SUBJECT REPORT DAILY WHICH INCLUDESDATA FROM PHAN AND MARDIVS IT IS REQUESTED THAT THE REQUIREMENT FOR THIS REPORT BE REVIEWED.

(C) IF NEED FOR THE REPORT EXASTS THE FOLLOWING CHANGE AREPROPOSED
the EACH COMMING SUBMET INDEPENDENTLY,
the REPORT BE SUBMITTED ON A WEEKLY BASIS. (0001H TUESDAYHRO 2400H MONDAY, MAKING TIME FRAME COMPATIBLE WITH WEEKLYFRADMENTARY ORDER.
3 (C) THE ABOVE PROPOSALS ARE SUBMITTED TO RELIEVE CONGESTED COMMDIRGUITS AND DECREASE ADMIN BURDEN CAUSED BY DAYLY SUBMISSION,MP...

10142

CONFIDENTIACOPIES
AOU.COMPT CIAP.

PROTOCOINSP POSTA!410
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DATE SUBJECT
INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE CURTAILMENT OF TOUROUTIN
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:c .~.i ,.0J::;-:.1':';; _.:~:r::·.:LL ... b:;"l Jl!:Il'ORCORDS 
INFO SC JOOLEY CIS III MAl' 
rtlR. F II: FER DE PUTY FOR CORD S I I I (ilAF 
Z Er.~ ,,' .. 7;) 

'c 0 NFl DEn T 1,6, L PHB C591'EY£S Oi~LY 

• 

SUBJEC g GlJRTP.U.t~EPT OF TOUR I 

1. THIS :nLL CO;~Fnt'; OUf{ :rO;~ECO;'J "d" ITH f:ESPECT TO TEE 
P.PPLIC;,TIOt~ OF Llt.:UTENM~T COLO;,EL FDOi'JEY, PSA QUt-I:::; 

--"~-- ._--------

TRI, fOR .. SIX f1Oi'iTHS CUFITAIL·;ENT OF HIS PRESElIJT T0011 • 
2.1,;OONEY'S LETTER, :\~m; EI'J r~ocrrI:: TO YOU itlJ:TH A FI:'\iO~ASLE 
HDORSELEiH F110~j ER. FIRFEli, IS Po RECLl~~lA Of PREVIOUS 
TULm DOCN. t.jOONZ,Y 'SREASO:·:S STp,:·)D ON r;·::lR O';];,j t<ERITS 
BeT I SHO l.:LD L IKE TO i!,OJ LY FLSA FOR F;1 VORABLE ~.'CT 10:J • 
HE IS ONE or T?[ l-;OSTD:::JICATI:D, COLiZAG::'OUS A":\:;) 
Ef?ECTIVI OfFICERS r :il\VE ZVER l\i~G: .. ! \I;. ;.;£ W·ILL THZitFOR~ 
DE ,30~~L Y :(I~~SED I:~ TIDS ,~REA. B~TI SI:(PLZ EGUITY D ICTAIES las 
EkRLY :iZ!Wir: TO CO:~US. ~;Or:;EO'JZ:;:; 9 RECOGi'~ITIO~: OF ,·,OOUEY'S 
Pl.:RSOt~:~JL LOGISTICS PR03LZf{:S, AT Tj";rS JUi'~CTURE, IS LIKELY TO 
E:;·i?\';CE: El2 LOi·;G f\Ai';C= V~LUr:: TO Ii·;:;:: SI:RVICZ. . 
3. I THEHEFORE ~;T~O=:SL y HLCOii~t::E1D Tl-itH lJE CE5S,~}\Y !-:CT 10 t·; 
n""' 1" ATI~"'" TO ""'fiT 'R"' ~·OO· ~y TO C~' .- . T ~ .. ~ ~ .. ..., O~ 12 " "O'·'T· '1'~ ol::. J.H~:>.~l\ _ ~ t'~~ "-' .. ', '~l J.".i!. lI.L~.'UI.J l-~ 1';-1.;.'.., l.:..~\h.J.r ...... L ~, ;:) 
SGTY 0.\ nilS i-:I5 S:::CQ;';'0 TOUR. 
4. \;ARtC HEGP.RDS. . 

SSO ;':OTE:g DELIVER DURli~G DUTY HOURS 
·23t?i 
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CORPS7..

TO EMERILL ABBY DEP FOR CORDS MACV
INFO BC DOOLEY C/S III MAF

CONFIDENT
MR. FIRFER DEPUTY FOR CORDS III MAF
ZEM
C O N D E N T I A L PHB 0591 EYES ONLY
SUBJEC: CURTAILMENT OF TOUR
1. THIS WILL CONFIRM OUR FOKECOM WITH RESPECT TO THE
APPLICATION OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MOONEY, PSA QUANG
TRI, FOR SIX MONTHS CURTAILMENT OF HIS PRESENT TOUR.
2. MOONEY'S LETTER, NOW EN ROUTE TO YOU WITH A FAVORABLE
INDORSEMENT FROM NR. FIRFER, IS A RECLAMA OF PREVIOUS
TURN DOUN. MOONEY'S REASONS STAND ON THEIR OVN MERITS
BUT I SHOULD LIKE TO ADD MY PLEA FOR FAVORABLE ACTION.
HE IS ONE OF THE MOST DEDICATED, COURAGEOUS AND
EFFECTIVE OFFICERS I HAVE EVER KNOWN. HE WILL THERFORE
BE SORELY MISSED IN THIS AREA. BUT SIMPLE EQUITY DICTATES HIS
EARLY RETURN TO CONUS. MOREOVER, RECOGNITION OF MOONEY'S
PER SONAL LOGISTICS PROBLEMS, AT THIS JUNCTURE, IS LIKELY TO
ENHANCE HI3 LONG RANGE VALUE TO THE SERVICE.
3. I THEREFORE STEO GLY RECOMMEND THAT NECESSARY ACTION
BE TAKEN TO RETUR MOONEY TO CONUS AT THE END OF 12 MONTH'S
DUTY ON THIS HIS SECOND TOUR.
4. WARN REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
230
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