
 

/ 
DECLASSIFIED 

15. OOMUSlifACV 010421$ APR69 (C) EYES ONLY '1- --t 
:roa . nCDRSCW, CCRC<JiAli, ECKHARDT, EW:€tt. nro STIDlEtt FROM AlRAlfS 
WIEtJ - 5 APRIL 1969 

i~ Og &lim 11m'*' Q;QO'IiA'l o;gaa9 (~'F) 
jiU iICa~}l iiOKill2SON 
_iiiI_. if 9giiQIillslil 8'i1lSW ,~t,. 211M" '\iii69 

1,7: '. CG THmD MARDIV' 02014oz:m.69 (C) ExCLUSIVE cn.-4 
rot NICKERSON mOM DAns . If 
mmss INTERVThW .. UPI RELEASE BY MR. DAVE LAMB 

18. ~. MACV mID' CNTR oro650b Am€>9 (ViE) .Y' 
MA.lCV TO AU" . 
ASSIGNMmT' OF BA.WZ AS AC/S, J-3, l·Am 

19:· CG XXIV CORPS 030210Z, APR69 (0) ElES ONLY H -rlo-frkwd 
RIR NICm.&)1{: 1lNFO AmA:MS FROM STILvlEU, . 
ROUTE 616 RICE CACHE - SORRY,' ONLY. 356 TONS - . NO!' 1000 

28"j 88IsEli", (8ilS) i31995K Aii'9'(11;£i) 
ili@R i88:ii!f .iil ~ 
JF'iP lTAKii Oi CO»IU,l1PDi 4al li8UK'liij Is iJi\iIiP Qli)Mg AFi'D@9It'Hl Hfi.lM' 

21.' oor.m~:vFCB:V 040812Z APR69 (s) iOFORN "Cf.;-1- . 
FOEl DWYER' INFO HOFFMANN AlD, STEFFmlJD lffiOM. zUMI1lA.m 
OPI!RATIONS ON THE CAU DAI RIVER 

22.' 'COMUSMACV 040840~ APR69 (0) EYES ONLY '1/-1-
:FOn nCmSON;CORCORAN,MLt,~KHA.RDT,l:'N'm mLWELL Ff.iOM ABRAMS 
wnm - WILL grART 0800 VIOE G9OO1 

a34URDIV TSNAB RVN 04083QZ APR69 WE) 
PEHSONAL 1!OR MGEN 11CIA1JGHLnT . 
Jo:m AJR OPERA.TIONS GROUP MEETING 

! 
. / 

OOMtfSMA.CV oU3'. 25Z APR69. (S) EYES ONLY ~ ~do-f sAo " 
l(R. NICKER ~N mCM AlRAMS . I , W 

UPJC ffilORY QW'f,[NG DAVIS AT WGTH ... WHAT WERE CmClMSIANCES OF THIS INTERVIEW 
" WHAT EXACTLY WAS SAID BY GmERAL DAVIS 

," ~,-". -~~1 . . 

CG13lLMMmlV 050302Z: APR69 (8) 4J.-1 
]OR nC_SON IiROM DAVIS I' 
COORDINATION OF Am-GROUND OPERATIONS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMUSMACV 010421Z APR69 (c) EYES ONLY go-415.
FOR NICKERSON, CORCORAN, ECKHARDT, EWELL INFO STIDWELL FROM ABRAMS
WIEU - 5 APRIL 1969

gg withom MARDITI 000007 ADR60 (TI/II)160
FOR FROM STMPSON

on on COLONDIS CONCER 69

17. CG THIRD MARDIV 020140Z APR69 (c) EXCLUSIVE
FOR NICKERSON FROM DAVIS
PRESS INTERVIEW - UPI RELEASE BY MR. DAVE LAMB

uMACV CMD CNTR 020650Z APR69 (U/E)18.
MACV TO ALL
ASSIGNMENT OF BAUTZ AS AC/S, J-3, 1 APR

19. CG XXIV CORPS 030210Z APR69 (c) EYES ONLY
group-not showFOR NICKERSON INFO AFRAMS FROM STILWELL

ROUTE 616 RICE CACHE - SORRY, ONLY 356 TONS - NOT 1000

(0/3)(one)20v BARRINTCOL
FOR DOOLEY

APPRECIATE HILLIPMINID NAMES OF COMMANDERS AND DRINCIPAL CMALIN SIDERS

GP-4COMNAVFORV 040812Z APR69 (s) NOFORN21.
FOR DWYER INFO HOFFMANN AND STEFFERUD FROM ZUMAAIT
OPERATIONS ON THE CAU DAI RIVER

gp-4COMUSMACV 040840Z APR69 (c) EYES ONLY22.

FOR NICKER SON, CORCORAN, EWELL, ECKHARDT, INFO STILWELL FROM ABRAMS
WIEU - WILL START 0800 VICE 0900

834AIRDIV TSN AB RVN 040830Z APR69 (U/E)23.
PERSONAL FOR MGEN MCLAUGELIN
JOINT AIR OPERATIONS GROUP MEETING

24. COMUSMACV 041325Z APR69 (s) EYES ONLY
FOR NICKER SON FROM AERAMS
UPI STORY QUOTING DAVIS AT LENGTH - WHAT WERE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THIS INTERVIEW

WHAT EXACTLY WAS SAID BY GENERAL DAVIS

CG 3D MARDIV 050302Z APR69 (s)25. 4
FOR NICKERSON FROM DAVIS
COORDINATION OF AIR-GROUND OPERATIONS

DECLASSIFIED



:A 
, ~' • 

DECLASSIFIED 

~------~-,- '--
'---'--'~"------~------"-------,- -, " _____ -.- .-~ .-- ." ... -.-. --.:.- - --~.,.I--.---

eh 98 ilJi'!!} 9595i1!98 rii'ile9 (lJ/E) 
~HI! li19iilii9lT 

-iliWkQQiQlIRiIWl@ QglQAli 

'2:7. COMUSMACV 071017Z, APR69 ,( c) lroR H -f 
R)R NICICIlRSON & STIDNELL 
']MA,GERY D1 STRIBlJTION' 

28. i COMNAVFORV 080324Z APR69 (C) FOR 7 - f 
FOR NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT 
"PASS TO SENATOR TOWER" 
CAPTURED MATERIAL GIANT SLINGSHOT 

29~. \-CG F, MFPAC;08~g6~ lAPR69 (s.) MCEO Cjp-- 4. . 
¥eR-I-I-I-r~ - fl 
FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT (U) 

30-<. COMS:BNElNTRFIll' lOO954Z AIR69 (O)]OR %- 1-
:Em NICKERSON :!!ROM BRINGlE /I 
,CAN I CALL ON' YOU AND, A't'TEiID YODR MCRNlNG ::aRlEE' ON 14 APR? 

31., ' OOMNAVFORV 110110Z AP~69 (s), Nom ~ -+ 
FOR DWYER INJro HOnMANN & STEFFERUD FROM ZUMWAIIr 
OPlilliATIONS ON THE CUA DAIRIVER (u) 

3)2 ~" ASST DEPCORD~/MACV 110637Z APR69 (~6uo EYES ONLY 
, FOR STILWELL INFO NICKERSON FROM WETHERILL 

'J' ~';'OT LTCOL MOONEY (CONSIDER CASE CLOSED) 

33. f CG XXIV CORPS 111057Z APR69 (C) EYES ONLY ~- #4 shll.,';;vi 
FOR TOWNSEND INFO NICKERSON & MCGOWN FROMuSTfLWELL 
VISIT TO THAILAND WITH THE TRUONGS 

21.1: 99 :ilIWiI?1\Ai1 JsidQiiLHHi llPPiQ(U) 
,..pIfi'i'Aii¥ il?iiR: ilillBlf 
-..wJ!Hsilii!iiil JiliHU Iii il?iiil ifiUilriii ' 

350' ADMINO FLC 120546Z APR69 (C) MCEO 41--f 
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS ,~ 

36. ~' C/tfJ MACV 1211.?OZ APR69 (c) EYES ONL'f ~_ ",.frA"",,n/ 
IOR STIU,I/ELL, INro NICKERSON & MCGO';JN ~OMvTOWNSEND " 
nSIT TO ~LA:tm It AM vmmUON 11] - WILIi mr lOU ADVISEDstl 

-3i1ER N*~QlT ImQ]( w'&)1QUil 

~Il"'i iii Qiial 'iQ OatilQlll 1_ TJ;Ei:ii lsQQii ilQRWti{Q 'ii .'liig~ ;Ql.: 
7AF,/C/TSN ilFID RVN J.5032OZ APR8) PERSONAL FOR ~, " 

PERSONAL FOR COMIYWWER ,]JlOMBRmm " , 
:Ntr SINCERE REGRETS A:BOurr INCIDENT 14" RESUIll'ING IN1 KIA & I WAI 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ee EMAIL 0505198 APR69 (U/E)
FOR WICKERSON

OF COLONETS

COMUSMACV 071017Z APR69 (c) FOR
group-427.

FOR NICKERSON & STILWELL
IMAGERY DISTRIBUTION

COMNAVFORV 080324Z APR69 (C) FOR
ap-428.

FOR NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT
"PASS TO SENATOR TOWER"
CAPTURED MATERIAL GIANT SLINGSHOT

CG FMFPAC 080306Z APR69 (S) NCEO
gp-4

29.
FOR-III MAF G-3
FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT (U)

COMSEVENTHFIT 100954Z APR69 (c) FOR
gp-430.00

FOR NICKERSON FROM BRINGLE
CAN I CALL ON YOU AND ATTEND YOUR MORNING BRIEF ON 14 APR?

group. tCOMNAVFORV 110110Z APR69 (s) NOFORN31.
FOR DWYER INFO HOFFMANN & STEFFERUD FROM ZUMWALT
OPERATIONS ON THE CUA DAI RIVER (U)

3.2 - ASST DEPCORDS/MACV 110637Z APR69 (U) FOUG EYES ONLY
FOR STILWELL INFO NICKERSON FROM WETHERILL

TVOT LTCOL MOONEY (CONSIDER CASE CLOSED)

CG XXIV CORPS 111057Z APR69 (C) EYES ONLY group- not shown33.
FOR TOWNSEND INFO NICKERSON & MCGOWN FROM STILWELL
VISIT TO THAILAND WITH THE TRUONGS

CG EMPDAC 1202202 ADR60 (U)34
APTABOY FOR DAUTS
WBL COMB ABORAD FOR JONES

go-4
35. ADMINO FLC 120546Z APR69 (C) MCEO

EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS

c/s MACV 121130Z APR69 (c) EYES ONLY group-not shown36.
FOR STILWELL INFO NICKERSON & MCGOWN FROM TOWNSEND
VISIT TO THAILAND HAM WORKING ON IT - WILL KOOP YOU ADVISED,"

COMSENT 1301362 APR 69 (c)37
PER NICKERSON WOO PRINCIP

DR ARTH mo come ON 1.4011 WILL LOOK DADWARD

7AF/C/TSN AFILD RVN 150320Z APR69 PERSONAL FOR (3438.
PERSONAL FOR COMMANDER FROMBROWN

APRMY SINCERE REGRETS ABOUT INCIDENT 14 RESULTING IN 1 KIA & I WAI

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

39' •. /- C~ m'V' CORPS 150125Z Al?R69 (u~m 
:FUR NICEERSON & LAM FROM STILWEUt" & TRUONG , 
RESTRICTION \lTITHIN INLAND WATERWAYS AND ALONG THE GOA:Sm 
OF 'l~HE SOUTH CHINA SEA . 

. ~ ~--"~ 

40'; I" COMtJSMA(~V 1604Q6Z APR69 (c):--EYES aNty ~ _ 4 ' 
, "ABRAlIfS TO ALL \ . / ~ I 

4J..1... ........ 

TEE nOll'llYIANDERS; WIEU MEETING 200900H -- HERE'S THE SCHEDUIE 

ADMJN m)lIFPAC 161931Z A:nt69 (5) l"lCID 
FIXED WING gr}tIKE REPORr (U) 

'c/s ~lA.CV 180442Z; APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY c,-.;l. 
:FUR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSElID 

--"_.- "--.. ,.,; 

HEREtS A MSG -- AM CONSIil DNa TO AM EMS SAIGON -ROKS :m NE\y SERIOUS INCIDENT 
"REQ, A RPT ON THIS I>1SG SOONESTtt 

43. 
~~seNI Me NHsBR iRsfa WSB 
~M39¥ P8R i~5'illRl!T!'S9it & 'J~.Qi~ ~"MiQ~ i'Q:a wnW'1 

44: / . cis MACV 201007Z Affi69 (C) EYES ONLY ~ _ "'D1--~ ~ 
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOItJNSEND 1/ UJ 

AIfilliIS HAS APPROVED YOUR v:rs:r.r TO TF.A:ON 29 APR 69 

45. j CG 1ST MARDIV' 210950Z APR69 (cO SPECAT EKCLUSVIE rr -'-/­
FOR 'VAI.lr, FONTANA & DOO LEY FROM Sn-IPSON 
1-1AJIJR ROBE DETACHED FROM lsr MARDIV 220600H -..; ROBE DID GOOD JOB 

46~ 1/' CG XX111 CORPS 211942Z, APR69 (s ) EYES <NLY ~ - --oT ,s,{ow;v 

FOR NICKERSON nnro AmAMS mOM S;TILvIELL " 
MAJOR CACHE ON YELLOW mICK ROAD (GmER~'t SUPPLY DEPOT: AJlIt-'I0 l ARMS, HE:DICAL, 

QUARTEID'IASTER, 81 GNAL, MISC) 

47. ',/ DEPCORDS }IACV 221014Z APR69 ~s ONLY 
FOR NICKERSON IN:EO STIUJEIL :FROM COLBY 
'<TAmER PIERCE IS AVAI'M.ELE TO VISIT I CORPS -- CAlL HIM'DTItECTLY (FORESTRY) 

" 
48.'/ TFA NKP THAI 221052Z Affi69 (C) FCR ~ -1 

FOR "NICKERSON FROlI{ DYAS 
,YOUR REQ, FeR VISIT TO TFA A-OK ON 29 APR 

49.";' OOMWHPHIL 230825Z Am69 (s) NOFORN LIMO.IS .. " ~ - J./ 
FOR COMIvl4,Ntfms ONLY " . .. 
ATTEMPTED ARMS SMUGGLTIilG :m0l'1 us S REPOSE (CNF) 

50.V COMOSMACI1 230920Z·.APR69 (C) ~- ~ . . 
:rnR moLEY', KA.IERGI5, IIUFFMt\1f, & COL DUNHAM FROM He IA UGHLIN 

, REPORT:rnG IDlQUIRM.lNTS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CG XXIV CORPS 150125Z APR69 (U) FOR39.
FOR NICKERSON & LAM FROM STILWELL & TRUONG
RESTRICTION WITHIN INLAND WATERWAYS AND ALONG THE COAST
OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

COMUSMACV 160406z APR69 (c) EYES ONLY40.
group-4ABRAMS TO ALL

THE COMMANDERS WIEU MEETING 200900H -- HERE'S THE SCHEDULE

ADMIN FMFPAC 161931Z AIR69 (s) MCEO41.
group tFIXED WING STRIKE REPORT (U)

c/s MACV 180442Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY42. ap-2FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
HERE'S A MSG -- AM CONSUL DNG TO AM EMB SAIGON - ROKS IN NEW SERIOUS INCIDENT
"REQ A RPT ON THIS MSG SOONEST"

ea EMERAC 1923153 APR69 (UE) FOR430
FOR CARRETOON AND FULLER FROM BUSE
"ATTADOY FOR CARRIERSON & UNICOME AROADD DOD WITH

c/s MACV 201007Z APR69 (c) EYES ONLY44.
GroupFOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND

ABRAMS HAS APPROVED YOUR VISIT TO TFA ON 29 APR 69

CG 1ST MARDIV 210950Z APR69 (c) SPECAT EXCLUSVIE
group-4

45.
FOR WALT, FONTANA & DOOLEY FROM SIMPSON
MAJOR ROBB DETACHED FROM 1ST MARDIV 220600H ROBB DID GOOD JOB

CG XXIV CORPS 211942Z APR69 (s) EYES ONLY
group-not shown46.

FOR NICKERSON INFO ABRAMS FROM STILWELL
MAJOR CACHE ON YELLOW BRICK ROAD (GENERAL SUPPLY DEPOT: AMMO, ARMS, MEDICAL,

QUARTERMASTER, SIGNAL, MISC)

DEPCORDS MACV 221014Z APR69 II) EYES ONLY47.
FOR NICKERSON INFO STILWEIL FROM COLBY
WALTER PIERCE IS AVAILABLE TO VISIT I CORPS -- CALL HIM DIRECTLY (FORESTRY)

TFA NKP THAI 221052Z APR 69 (c) FOR
group-4

48.
FOR NICKERSON FROM DYAS
YOUR REQ FOR VISIT TO TFA A-OK ON 29 APR

COMNAVPHIL 2308252 APR69 (s) NOFORN LIMDIS
group-449.

FOR COMMANDERS ONLY
ATTEMPTED ARMS SMUGGLING FROM USS REPOSE (CNF)

COMUSMACV 230920Z APR69 (c)50. group- 4
FOR DOOLEY, KALERGIS, HUFFMAN, & COL DUNHAM FROM MC LAUGHLIN

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
,{I . . 
~ .. -" . '. :" .. '. ,i· ' ." " .,- ,. 

2 I CG 1ST LOG COMD 260220z APR69 UP EYES ONLY 
FOR FEBLEY XERXMS INFO ABRAMS,MILDREN & NICKERSON FROM HEISER 
SURE APPRECIATE YOUR t;'HELP IN RESERVING THE GUN CHASSIS 

3 I, CG XXIV CORPS 260253Z APR79 (W-w/ ~ 'Jt-"I~' 
FOR N([:CKERSON FROM STILWELL' .. 
CONTROl.. & RESTRICTIONS. OF VEHICLE MOVEMENTS PHB/DNG & DNG/PHB 
REQ RECONSIDERATION OF DECISION,ABOUT VEHICLES, TRAFEICING HAl VAN PASS 

4 I' COMNAVFORV 261104Z APR69 (C) n-4 
FOR NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT . 
ICTZ AIRCRAFT SHELTER PROGRAM 

~ I j!{"?!IH'e!te!1~!Il I1t1!F £781528 ffPR69 tB) 

6. 

7 I 

8 I • 

9 I ,. 

11: 

i'Q~ " n.(JiKil~.lHti PiRQU Iln II ~~. 

'PIU:tUHEl peR yeWR 1Hile81:el!l h:geW'iHfi.ii :9fi.iililiil ViR nee ]?Jziliil8 'ii lliH 

COMUS MACV 2801SSZ APR69 (C) EYES ONLY ~-""of- S).d~'!I 
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS . I' f/ . 

DESTRUCT.ION OF AMMO, POL', & FACILITIES WORST OF WAR. (27 APR 1969) 
"IMPROVE THE SYSTE;M" 

eTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 290046Z APR69 te) 7-1-
VISIT BY RADMFREEMAN 
VISITING GUNLINE ON 9-10. MAY, WOULD.LIKE, BRIEFING & TOUR YOUR HQS 

eTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGH.T. 3.003.S2Z'APR69 tel 90'-1-
FOR NTCKERSON AND BONNER FROM RUDDEN' /I' 
VISIT BY RADM FREEMAN 

COMNAVFORV 3011S0Z APR69 te) . ~_4 
FOR NICKERSON INFO BONNER FROM ZUMWALT . 
IIM ARRIVING DNG Ol0900H MAY TO INSPECT ASP,~1FIRE .DAMAGE 

COMUSMACV Ol0140Z _ (UJ-' . 
FOR DOOLEY FROM MeLAuGIfLIN 
REQ VERIFICATION OF FOLLOWING INFO 
"ASSIs~rANCE TO VICTIMS OF DANANG AMMUNITION IEPOT EXPLOSIONS II 

8:8:1~=:?i::;f!6 (~) ~~~~ 
ii'iiilfi.iiP ii iiii vlIi:ili: "Pi' li~WiC IIiL If • .., iU] lJ6Q j'~(jJl (jIi~ 

12.l COMUSMACV 020146LMAY69 (QJ... 
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS 
YR'URGENTREQMTS FOR FREEDOM HILL TRANSIENT & R&R CENTER RECOGNIZED 
WE'RE READY TO FROVIDE ASSISTANCE WHEN REQUESTED - EXPEDITIOUSLY 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

DIRECTOR MCCC HQMC 231458Z APR69 (U)1.

WIRENOT/FOR BGEN DO OLEY FROM COL BARRETT
REQUIRE ACCUMULATIVE CASUALTIES OF ARVN TO GO WITH SUMMARY OF ITEMS OF SIGNIFI INTER

2. CG 1ST LOG COMD 260220Z APR69 (U) EYES ONLY
FOR FEELEY AERAMX INFO ABRAMS, MILDREN & NICKERSON FROM HEISER
SURE APPRECIATE YOUR SHELP IN RESERVING THE GUN CHASSIS

3. CG XXIV CORPS 260253Z APR79 (U) w/ 2 attachment
FOR NICKERSON FROM STILWELL
CONTROL & RESTRICTIONS OF VEHICLE MOVEMENTS PHB/DNG & DNG/PHB
REQ RECONSIDERATION OF DECISION ABOUT VEHICLES TRAFFICING HAI VAN PASS

4. COMNAVFORV 261104Z APR69 (C)
group-4FOR NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT

ICTZ AIRCRAFT SHELTER PROGRAM

AUSTFORCES MAP 2701520 APR69 (U)
FOR NICKERSON FROM IIIV

NOWTOPASSEDTHANKS FOR YOUR MBCBAGB ABOUT WO BONDS

group
6. COMUS MACV 280155Z APR69 (C) EYES ONLY

FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS
DESTRUCTION OF AMMO, POL, & FACILITIES WORST OF WAR (27 APR 1969)
"IMPROVE THE SYSTEM"

CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 290046Z APR69 (C) Gp-47.
VISIT BY RADM FREEMAN
VISITING GUNLINE ON 9-10 MAY. WOULD LIKE BRIEFING & TOUR YOUR HQS

CTG SEVEN ZERO PT EIGHT 300352Z APR69 (C)8.
FOR NICKERSON AND BONNER FROM RUDDEN
VISIT BY RADM FREEMAN

group-49. COMNAVFORV 301150Z APR69 (C)
FOR NICKERSON INFO BONNER FROM ZUMWALT
I'M ARRIVING DNG 010900H MAY TO INSPECT ASP-1 FIRE DAMAGE

MAY69
(U)10. COMUSMACV 010140Z

FOR DOOLEY FROM MCLAUGHLIN
REQ VERIFICATION OF FOLLOWING INFO
"ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF DANANG AMMUNITIONEPOT EXPLOSIONS"

MAY69
ee EMPDAS 0122147 (U) EATO111
FOR NICKERSON FROM BUSD
CHENOCRAPHER see RICE WILT SMAY60

12. 1 COMUSMACV 020146Z MAY69 (U)
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS
YR URGENT REQMTS FOR FREEDOM HILL TRANSIENT & R&R CENTER RECOGNIZED
WE ,RE READY TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE WHEN REQUESTED - EXPEDITIOUSLY

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

I 
"::~:""":""'-y - -"-.'-~-, -.,.,-:~---"---,-.-..-.,:"-:-,,," 

l!L @8HWSDk.\ijV QilOli2Z MDyEa on 
Fe"R l'!J@ItB:R88U PitSDl AiliUUIIiU, 
€eH@~"R In ¥8e':R 'iiHP 'Ii''' iaf~P li'gp , 2 UD Y 

14.' CG XXIV CORPS 020400Z MAY 69 (S) rt- 'i 
FOR NICKERSON AND LAM FROM STILWELL AND TRUONG 
SUB.J: ' ARVN DUEL BLADE. 1,1 CONSTRUCTION -PLANS AND ENGINEER UTILIZATII 

15. ' 

16. 

DCG XXIV CORPS 030335z MAY 69 (C) EYES ONLY q;,- i-
FOR VAN RYZIN, BUSE & NICKERSON FRM DRAKEtW 
LUMBERING -- SALVAGEING THE 'DEFOLIATED, DYING TREES 

~ !!le'Si!l HiPS lHi*iI!iliJ!iHilQiTi'lUm HHI 
~&QJIi&TiIiljQUUf Q~l lRliHi2T!lR11Hlg 'tJQ /SQlA Qlililk' 

COMNAVFORV 040120Z MAY69 (C) Cj(J -f 
FOR STILWELL INFO ,NIQKERSCll~: fROM ZUMWALT 
CTF CLEARWATER 

18. ' . TFA NKP THAI 040706Z MAY69 (c) 'jf- 4 
FOR NICKERSON 'FROM DYAS 
GLAD TO HAVE YOU ON 12 MAY 

COMUSHA.CY 050814Z NAY69 (c) EYES ONLY ,~_ doT sk41 Al 
]'OR NlGKERSON mOM ABRAME tf {I 
Ir-:LL VISIT III MAF (HQ) 7 MA.Y -- '{AllT 0-2/0-3 & CORDS ffiIEF 

20. : CG XXIV GORPS 050946Z HAY69 (c) (/r- ~ 
]OR ZU1~Al1J:' 00'0 NICKERSON ]ROM STIllJELL 
GlAD . TO m VE :SOOKER AS CTF :rnTER]JJI "CLEAID.J'ATI!R" 

2l; 99 F'l!B?!PlJl 9 be 8!bS Ii&Y b9 (9) 
WR' H;E!!i!!r :s::lW iifj9.!§J!f:!181T Fil:811 weB 
!!ij!lq21! B ·~w eif!!2lWiJiil/_riFiIl A~ WU HiJItKkilP .li'Qfa CJa§ 11" UP ¥ 69) 

22 . COI·TIJSHACV 070025Z 1"lA.Y69 (S) *' - ,; 
JroR DitTYffi :mm~ J.'IClAUGHLIN t'v 
NEED SECONDARY TARGErS FOR~. 11lliC LIGHT 

2;0' CG XXIV CORPS 071700Z. MAY69 (S) EYES OJ.I1LY C)t~ --'*>T si:044J../ 

FOR NICKERSON FR011 STIU,,,,rELL (J 

ENEMY SITUATION nr I COlPS --- APACHE SN'Ovl 

24. - < CX)1·'llJSMACV 101028Z W>.Y69 (c) EYES ONLY '1P-4 

(COL DOYLE) 

) 

AmAMS ITO AIL til' 
REPQllTING DISCIPLINE -·ENUSRE DlFOIDlt\TIDN NEEDS OF PRE:S, SEX;DEF, JOS, Ere m l'lEIC 

25-~ '/eG XJITV CORPS 101759Z~1A.y69(erEuJSOnLY-:t "';;,.J.~'!i'x:-I.;;; _~.-. 
FOR lITCXERSOn mou STID.>fELL " - ~< 
AIOUT I<,LY IIELICOPTEl ACCIDENT -- H.EREtS "mAT HllPPEl'OO ON TEE REPORTING - TO IYffi.CVEtc' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONVENAOU 0301597 MAV60 (II)10.
FOR NICKERSON FROM ADDAMS
CONCUR IN YOUR TRIP mo NKD FOR 12 MAV

group-CG XXIV CORPS 020400Z MAY 69 (s)14.
FOR NICKERSON AND LAM FROM STILWELL AND TRUONG
SUBJ: ARVN DUEL BLADE II CONSTRUCTION PLANS AND ENGINEER UTILIZATI

DCG XXIV CORPS 030335z MAY 69 (C) EYES ONLY
gp-4

15.
FOR VAN RYZIN, BUSE & NICKERSON FRM DRAKE

(COL DOYLE)LUMBERING -- SALVAGEING THE DEFOLIATED, DYING TREES

CC PMAW 0307107 MAVGO (c) FOR16.
FOR BUCD INFO NICKERSON FROM UTTT

)REQ FITCHT NRSMY THINEDADV ON DEMURNING mc STATES

gp-4COMNAVFORV 040120Z MAY69 (C)17.
FOR STILWELL INFO NICKERSON FROM ZUMWALT
CTF CLEARWATER

TFA NKP THAI 040706Z MAY69 (c) gp-418.
FOR NICKERSON FROM DYAS
GLAD TO HAVE YOU ON 12 MAY

COMUSMACV 0508142 MAY69 (c) EYES ONLY
group-not show

19.
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS
ISLL VISIT III MAF (HQ) 7 MAY -- WANT G-2/G-3 & CORDS BRIEF

CG XXIV CORPS 050946Z MAY69 (c) gp-420.
FOR ZUMWALT INFO NICKERSON FROM STILWELL
GLAD TO HAVE BOOKER AS CTF INTERIM "CLEARWATER"

ee FITTPAG 0600768 MAY $ (a)el
FOR UTTT INFO NICKERSON FROM BUSE
TIRE'S YOUR SOUSDULE MINIDARY YOU (15 17 MAY 69)

COMUSMACV 070025Z MAY69 (s)22
gp-3FOR DWYER FROM MCLAUGHLIN

ARC LIGHTNEED SECONDARY TARGETS FOR

23. CG XXIV CORPS 071700Z MAY69 (s) EYES ONLY
group-not shownFOR NICKERSON FROM STILWELL

ENEMY SITUATION IN I CORPS APACHE SNOW

24. COMUSMACV 101028Z MAY69 (c) EYES ONLY
gp-4ABRAMS TO AIL

REPORTING DISCIIPLINE - ENUSRE INFORMATION NEEDS OF PRES, SECDEF, JCS, ETC ARE MET

25. CG XXIV CORPS 101759Z MAY69 (c) EYES ONLY
FOR NICKERSON FROM STILWELL
ABOUT MY HELICOPTER ACCIDENT -- HERE'S WHAT HAPPENED ON THE REPORTING - TO MACV Etc.
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• - .. '" -- ·--·l:<;,.r~CG'Xid:\? CORPS'"231715Z'MA.R69--(TST EYESONU-LlllJDii-(§f=:{-
For CUSm1AN INFO ABRAMS FRON STILWELL 

.' ''''';'. 
, ."". , 

NEM NVA STORAGE AREA. --"400 TONS OF RICE, CANNVD GOons, 100 AK-47 1s etc." 

2~ v' CG xm CCRPS 010,8242 APR63 (TS) EYES ONLY 
G- Ro()f IV 01' s I/owp 

roa NICmSON mro ABRAl1S '&, ZAIS FROM STILWElL 
MINOR 'mESPASS OF LAorIA.N EORDER(PERIPBERY OF BA./O(7) 

;: /' soo MACV O~Ol2Z APR69 (TS) 6-li () Of Ntfj- ~ fJdWA/ 
. FOR NICKERSON ' 

TRANSMITTAL OF AJ3RAlIlS 3O~218Z MAR69. SUBJ: SERVICE :roBCE ACTIONS 

~ /" OOMlJfSloi.CV 031042Z, APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY G- ?-i 
A:ERAMSTO mow, NICKERSON, MIIDREN' & ZUMWATIl' INFO MCCAm & 1-JlIElID!R 
SERVICE roRCE ACTIONS 

+11\8 4f),1: i8f silnn i~PJii 
. .v' 

./ . -.:I- N () r .s }/d w. 
6. t/ COMUSl-tACV 041322Z', Al'R69 (TS) EYES ONLY GROU, 

ABRAMS TO ALL 
PU~C AFFAIRS GUIDANCE AND NATIONAL POLICY 

7. ~ COMUS~CV 05084~ AHl69 (TS) EYES, ONLY ADDRESSEES G-l-A. 

8 .~ 

Rift NICKmSONt mFO STILWELL FRCM ABRAMS 
QUOTE OF JOS: MSG 031430Z APR69 to CINCPAC 
VJCE1'NAM DEMILITARIZED ZONE -- COND1JI::T OF OPERATIONS TIl DMZ 

CG XXIV COOPS O~0535Z .APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY G 1>-/ 
1iUR NICKERSON mro AmAMS FROM STIlWELL ' 
~rmTNA.M DEMILrl'ARlZED ZONE 

os; MACV lOO935Z. APR69 (TS) EYES . ONLY 6- jJ-:3 
IDR NICKERSON :mOM TOWNSEND 
FOrmE ICTZ OPERATIONS 

( 1.0.-,,/ QQ R~lQeebg fl:Ht69 ('fa) 800 BYi38 ONfrY 
r;pl,19 SSP ISS ore, ffiffi .effi!'f Gm.t l'J~ 

ll./CMC 111311Z APR69 (TS) SPECAT EXC~USIVE MCE: 0 6- f- <f 
FOR BDSE AND NICKERSON FROM CHAPMANi 
ATTABOY FROM CHAPMAN ON OPS SECURITY (PDRPLEDRAGON) 

!U~'" 88 lifii!l?A8 3:;el'~ «PRe, ('is) ;8U8~ PeR lIHO 
P8l U!6m!lftBeU mel! 33SB'8 . 
PeR9B Il!ii9WIl'~ PWiNl)1Q' r 

"lI1QQABl MiiiiQ "gJ~ QYiliilijJitQJfiil t BErUi: WEll UUl! 1"rJ7PF M¥ UkSEFE S 

MG TOWNSEtID 1611242 APR69 (TS) G-r-1 :. 
EXTENSION OF PROJECT DEIJrA FORCES' 

DECLASSIFIED 

EPE W mEDII 

DECLASSIFIED

CG XXIV CORPS 231715Z MAR69 (TS) EYES ONLY LIMDIS GP-11.
For CUSHMAN INFO ABRAMS FROM STILWELL
NEW NVA STORAGE AREA --"400 TONS OF RICE, CANNED GOODS, 100 AK-47's etc."

(TS) GROUP NOT SHOWN
2. CG XXIV CORPS 010,824Z APR69 EYES ONLY

FOR NICKERSON INFO ABRAMS & ZAIS FROM STILWELL
MINOR TRESPASS OF LAOTIAN BORDER (PERIPHERY OF BA/607)

SSO MACV 011012Z APR69 (TS) GROUP NOT SHOWN
3.

FOR NICKERSON
TRANSMITTAL OF ABRAMS 301218Z MAR69, SUBJ: SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS

CO MUSMACV 031042Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY GP-44.
AERAMS TO BROWN, NICKERSON, MILDREN & ZUMWAIT INFO MCCAIN & WHEELER
SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS

COMICMA 0410375 (28) INBS ONLY-50
MAG 4034 IN SEALED INVELOPE

GROUP
NOT SHOWN

COMUSMACV 041322Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY6.
ABRAMS TO ALL
PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE AND NATIONAL POLICY

GP-1.COMUSMACV 050844Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY ADDRESSEES7.
FOR NICKER SON INFO STILWELL FROM ABRAMS
QUOTE OF JCS MSG 031430Z APR69 to CINCPAC
VIETNAM DEMILITARIZED ZONE -- CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS IN DMZ

GP-1CG XXIV CORPS 070535Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY8
FOR NICKERSON INFO AERAMS FROM STIIWELL
VIETNAM DEMILITARIZED ZONE

CS MACV 1009352 APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY GP-39.
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND
FUTURE ICTZ OPERATIONS

IMFPAC 1021262 APR69 (TO) see EYES ONLY10 CC
TWO COP IBC use, ONE COPY GEN DWYER
FORCE REDUCTION PLANNING

111311Z (TS) EXCLUSIVE MCE GP-411. CMC APR69 SPECAT O
FOR BUSE AND NICKERSON FROM CHAPMAN
ATTABOY FROM CHAPMAN ON OPS SECURITY (PURPLE DRAGON)

12. APR69 FOR150132200 IMIPAO EXOLUSIVE MOEO
Fen WICKERSON FROM BUSD
Feren REDUCTION DTANNING
DINGGA IN FOR VR INEO"ACKED SOME OUTSITIONS HERE DHAY ARE WING MY ANSWERS

1611242 APR69 (TS) 67-313. MG TOWNSEND
EXTENSION OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES
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1.. -.e 
. ·{it \~ HEADQUlf,£rERS .• "'.~ ,It- II 

I ~ m MARINE AMPHIB10US FORCE •• 
l'OR.ifiltT m ~AF FORM 5216 (REV 3 -sa) 
.. iNcOOE fFROM 

SSO MACV 1°"1 APR I L 69 x- ORIOI NATOR 
A-ACT.ION ICOGNI1.ANCE. 

eeDlAI ~ !I,,;un I tCUL . DATE: . C-COMMENT/RECC'MMENbATlQN' . 
1,2,3, I - I N FORMATION' 6 ~11~12l . 4 COPIES RECO S - SIGNA7URE I COpY it OF 

ROUTE SECTION CODE • 
-OATE 

INIT,I" ~6~TSECRET MAC 4¢36 EYES ONLY TN OUT 

CG ,»1 ~~~ wi ~ •• A""l!~u. 
DCG 

(J 

U tI&. [j A~--L . :.... ':Z. II MAY NaT BE RETAINED 
DCGAIR ! _ lIft ... r EXCEPT AS NOTED 'N FORCE 

~ CIS t1 --~ .. ~ "551L4_. 

De./S 
-, 

THE AICORD OF DISCLDSURE MUST BE 
loc/s PUN J ;::.:. ALL::ji,NI IIIIHTIIII! THIS 

1 sis l-:s: alJ VIlA 7d 
-G-I ,-, 

£ ': 11 hb G'2 

G-3 
G-4 .. ·4fA~i G·~ 

G-6 ;;; ,.M CAP 

AOJ 
CORDS f/! [niB/TRANS 

. ~J ENGR 
-HaS CO 

INSP 

J.hO , 

-6F' .ANAL ~ "... ",. 

ORO 

PSY OPS 

: SUPPLY 

[.£C1AL I 

PMO 
sac 

, 

. 

6d (TOP SECRET 
-
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
SSO MACV 01 APRIL 69x- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC- COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

1,2,3,1- INFORMATION 0 011012Z 4
COPY#S-SIGNATURE COPIES RECOOF

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE TOP SECRET MAC 4036 EYES ONLYOUTIN

N
YogCG REMARKS

that seenDCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED
OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCEDCG AIR
ORDER P5511.42 C/S

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE

DC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

4/2/68

XIII4/1
nHS/S DOCUMENT.

from

G-1
G-2

G-3

mountain

m
G-4
G-5
G-6

CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO

sec

3

TOP SECRET
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5fA6' ••. .~ 

• 
I _. (f011012Z :ZYHZFF:':"- ZFF':1 
\ !N''''·SS013 ACV .. 

~\ TO CG. III MAl' (FOR LTG NI CKENSON). 
o 301218Z . I 

i 
~ 

I'M GE-.N. ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON VIETNAM 
10 GE N WHEELER CJ CS WASH I NGTO N DC 
4JM MCCAIN CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII 
INFO GEN BROW.N CDR 7TH AI' TSN SA IGON VIETNAM 

VADM ZUMWALT COM NAVFORV SA IGON VIETNAM 
16EN' M ILDREN CG USARV LOf\'GB I NH VIETNAM 
ZEt!l 
TO P SEC RET MAC 4036SEYES ONLY 
SJBJECT: SERV I CE FOR ct A CT IONS (U) 
lEf: MAC 4riH6 DTG 30el316Z MAR 69 
'It (TS) I·AM BECOMING INCREASINGLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PRESENT 
lHlNKING A,ND MOVES ON THE PART OF THE SERVICESSTO REDUCE OUR 
<FER AT I o MAIL CAPABiliTY IN SVN. WHAT IS EQUALLY DISTURB ING,. THE 
~RV ICE ACTIONS HAVE BEEN INITIATED WITHOUT ADVANCE COORDINATION 
WITH US. FROM HERE, YiJE SEE NOTHI NG. I N THE CURRENT MILITARY 

. STUATION IN SVN THAT WARRANTS OUR MAKING A UNILATERAL REDUCTION 
IN C<X4BAT POWER AT THIS TIME. ON THE CONTRARY, THE ENEMY HAS 
rEMONSTRATED ONCE AGAIN IN HIS POST TET ACTIVITIES HIS DETERMINA-­
TION TO Pl:lRSUE THE WAR WiTH THE I NTENSITY OF PREV 10US OFFENSIVES. 
a. (TS) OVER THE LAST FOUR-AND-ONE-HALF WEEKS THE CUMLAT IVE 
TOTALS OF HIS ATTACKS BY FIRE, THE NUMBER OF' ROUNDS. EXPENDED .IN 
lHEM AND HIS GROUND ATTACKS REMAIN HIGHER THAN DURING A SIMILAR' 
FER I 00 FOI~ ANY PREV tOUs OFFENSIVE. ATTACKS BY F IRE ARE ONE-AND­
CNE- HALF TIMES TET OR 5 MAY, A NO MORE THAN TR I PlE THE AUGUST 
,TACKS. THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS EXPENDED EXCEEDS THE NUMBERG 
ENDED DUlliNG TET B.Y 31 PERCENT, THE NUMBER EXPENDED DURING THE 
~COND OFFENSIVE BY 26 PERCENT, AND IS GREATER BY 142' PERCENT THAN 
lHE NlftIBER OF ROUNDS EXPENDED DURING THE THIRD OFFENSIVEM HIS 
!BOUND ATfACKS ARE NEARLY DOUBLE THOSE OF TET, TWO-AND-ONE-HALF 
TIMES THOSE OF THE MAY OFFENSIVE AND MORE THAN FOUR TIMES THOSE OF 
LAST AUGUST. EVEN THE NUMBER OF BATTALION OR LARGER SIZE ATTACKS 
S CLOSE TO THOSE HE CONDUCTED LAST TET. WHILE THE PAST WEEK HAS 
!£EN SOMETHING OF A DECLINE IN ENEM.Y INITIATED ACliIVITY, HIS . 
FORCES l1E!MAIN IN FORWARD. POSITIONS NEAR HIS TARGET AREAS, AND. 
IDCUMENTS AS WELL AS POWS DESCR IBEPLANS FOR MORE ATTACKS IN. 
aRLY APRIL. EVIDENCE IS NOW TRICKLING IN WHICH SPEAKS OF ENEMY 
R..ANS FOR YET ANOTHER OFFENSIVE ROUND IN THE COMING MONTHS. CER-
TA I NL Y THE TREMENDOUS ENEMY ORO NA NCE STOR~E/-s..",f. UND DUR I NG QPER"AT ION 
[[WEY CANYON AND THE RECENT DISCOVERY OF '11333 ONS OF RICE IN 
QJANG TR I PROV I NCE ATTESTS 1 TO ENEMY PLANS PREPARAT 10 NS FOR . 
/Ii CO NT I N1U::D H'IGH I NTE[IlS ITY OF WAHF' ARE. THEE NEMY ~ S I NTENT I S CLEAR. 
IE W IlL- tJiSE ALL tHEM IL IT ARY RESO uR CES AT HIS D I SPO SAL TO .. F I GKT" 
WtILE "TA:LKING" IN AN EFFORT TO ACHIEVE THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE 3 f)} 
~RGAI NI ~IG POSIT ION AT PAR IS. \J 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0011012Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF- 1

MUSSOMACV
TO CG 111 MAF (FOR LTG NICKENSON)
0301218Z
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON VIETNAM
TO GEN WHEELER CJCS WASHINGTON DC
AMM MCCAIN CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII
INFO GEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF TSN SAIGON VIETNAM
VADM ZUMWALT COM NAVFORV SAIGON VIETNAM
IGEN MILDREN CG USARV LONG BINH VIETNAM
ZEM

E C R E T MAC 4036SEYES ONLY
SUBJECT: SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS (U)
REF: MAC 4016 DTG 3003 16Z MAR 69
1. (TS) I AM BECOMING INCREASINGLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PRESENT
THINKING AND MOVES ON THE PART OF THE SERVICESSTO REDUCE OUR
OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY IN SVN. WHAT IS EQUALLY DISTURBING, THE
SRVICE ACTIONS HAVE BEEN INITIATED WITHOUT ADVANCE COORDINATION
WITH US. FROM HERE, WE SEE NOTHING IN THE CURRENT MILITARY
SITUATION IN SVN THAT WARRANTS OUR MAKING A UNILATERAL REDUCTION
IN COMBAT POWER AT THIS TIME. ON THE CONTRARY, THE ENEMY HAS
DEMONSTRATED ONCE AGAIN IN HIS POST TET ACTIVITIES HIS DETERMINA-
TION TO PURSUE THE WAR WITH THE INTENSITY OF PREVIOUS OFFENSIVES.
2 (TS) OVER THE LAST FOUR -AND-ONE-HALF WEEKS THE CUMLATIVE
TOTALS OF HIS ATTACKS BY FIRE, THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS EXPENDED IN
THEM AND HIS GROUND ATTACKS REMAIN HIGHER THAN DURING A SIMILAR
PERIOD FOR ANY PREVIOUS OFFENSIVE. ATTACKS BY FIRE ARE ONE-AND-
ONE-HALF TIMES TET OR 5 MAY, AND MORE THAN TRIPLE THE AUGUST
TTACKS. THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS EXPENDED EXCEEDS THE NUMBERG
ENDED DURING TET BY 31 PERCENT, THE NUMBER EXPENDED DURING THE
SCOND OFFENSIVE BY 26 PERCENT, AND IS GREATER BY 142 PERCENT THAN
THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS EXPENDED DURING THE THIRD OFFENSIVEM HIS
ROUND ATTACKS ARE NEARLY DOUBLE THOSE OF TET, TWO-AND-NE-HALF
TIMES THOSE OF THE MAY OFFENSIVE AND MORE THAN FOUR TIMES THOSE OF
LAST AUGUST. EVEN THE NUMBER OF BATTALION OR LARGER SIZE ATTACKS
IS CLOSE TO THOSE HE CONDUCTED LAST TET. WHILE THE PAST WEEK HAS
SEN SOMETHING OF A DECLINE IN ENEMY INITIATED ACTIVITY, HIS
FOR CE S REMAIN IN FORWARD POSITIONS NEAR HIS TARGET AREAS, AND
DOCUMENTS AS WELL AS POWS DESCRIBE PLANS FOR MORE ATTACKS IN
EARLY APRIL. EVIDENCE IS NOW TRICKLING IN WHICH SPEAKS OF ENEMY
PLANS FOR YET A NOTHER OFFENSIVE ROUND IN THE COMING MONTHS. CER-
TAINLY THE TREMENDOUS ENEMY ORD NANCE STORES F-QUND DURING OPERATION
EWEY CANYON AND THE RECENT DISCOVERY OF 1000 TONS OF RICE IN
QUANG TRI PROVINCE ATTESTS TO ENEMY PLANS AND PREPARATI FOR
A CONTINUED HIGH INTENSITY OF WARFARE. THE ENEMY'S INTENT IS CLEAR.
HE WILL USE ALL THE MILITARY RESOURCES AT HIS DISPOSAL TO "FIGHT"
WHILE "TALKING" IN AN EFFORT TO ACHIEVE THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE

3(11BRGAINING POSITION AT PARIS.

3/1)
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A - ACTION / COGH IZANCE .• ' 
C - COMMENT,I REC10MMENbAnoN 
, - ! N FORMATION 
S.,. SII;NATURE 

LTG STILWELL 01 APRIL 69 
._. lit: I ("VN' KUI.. ~DATE 1 2 8 
¢WJ824Z IcO~it' t OF 3- _~RECO 

ROUTE SECTION CODE TN DA"f'r OiJ.;ffl / INIT!L /) ~EC~ECRET PHB 0596 EYES ONL Y 

0-4 -,C7 
G-5 
G-6 . 
CAP 

AOJ 
CORDS 

~Ma/l tWIl:l 

ENGR I 

Has co 
INSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSY OPS ,. 

sUPPLY 

sac 
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HEADQU RTERSing
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)

FROM DATEOPERATION CODE
x ORIGINATOR LTG STILWELL 01 APRIL 69
A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC - COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1,2,8,1- INFORMATION

OF 3010824Z COPY *S-SIGNATURE COPIES RECO
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE TOP SECRET PHB 0596 EYES ONLYIN OUT,

CG REMARKS

Has ourDCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

Q3 OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCEDCG AIR
ORDER P5511.42 C/S I

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE

DC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

04/02

streets

4/1
S/S DOCUMENT.
G-1

G-2

Hope

G-3
G-4

nr

G-5
G-6

action

CAP

with

ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS

SUPPLY

LEGAL
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sac
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kG Zp.IS CG 10151 '::\B~ JIV U\i,j) 
ZEt,] ~~-;.' 0. . 
TOP SEC R-E T ?:':2 0596 EyeS O;,;LY 
sr..EJJECT g [':L:OR TR'S3?;SS CF L?OTI::~tJ JORJEH 
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-G FF0
TELL ELL 00 KXI COMP

TO L72 NICKEREON us ill 11r1r

INFO GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
MG ZAIS CG 101ST ABN DIV (AM)
ZEM
T 0 P SECR E T PMB 0596 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT : MINOR TRESPASS OF LAOTIAN BORDER
1. FOR SEVERAL DAYS NOU, 3/521 AEN BATTALION HAS BEEN FOLLOW ING
TRACES OF VN/LAC CORDER EASTWARD FROM ROUTE 545 AND THROUGH
HEAVY JUNGLE. CENTER OF GRAVITY OF BATTALION AT YC 606795.
2. EARLY THIS MOREING, THE RIGHT (SOUTH) ELEMENT OF TRE BATTA
LION AGAIN RECEIVED SNIPER FIRE FROM ACROSS THE THEORETIC
INTERNATION AL BOUNDARY, A BOUNDARY COMPLETELY INDETERMINAELE ON
THE GROUND CE ASSUME IT TO BE THE RIDGE LINE) ; EIGHT TROOPERS
WERE COUNDED.
3. CTING UNDER INMERENT RIGHT OF SELF -DEFENSE, BATTALION 30 -

MANDER HEELED ELEMENTS OF 006 COMPANY SOUTH TO SWEEP SOUTMER
SLOPE OF RIDGE DOWN TO STREAM LINE. FURTIEST PENETRATION ACROSS
THE THEORETIC BOUNDARY AS IN ORDER OF 300 METERS. THIS ACCC -
PLISHID, MANEUVER FORCE RETURNED TO HIGH GROUND THE CORDER
PROPER) AND S. ITTALION CONTINUES ON ITS MISSION.
4. IN MY JUDGEMENT, ACTIONS AND ORDERS OF THE BATTALIO CO.1-
NANDER WERE ENTIRCLY PROPER AND CONSISTENT WITH ROE. 1 FULLY
LIOORGE AID ACCEPT THE RESPO THEREFOR.
5. WHILD THIS INCIDENT HAS THUS BEEN TERMINATED , IT IS HIGHLY
PROBABLE THAT THE ENEDY MAY RESOME MARASSMENT. COLLEQUENTLY, I
WOULD EXPECT THAT THE BATTALION COMMANDER, VHOCE UNIT WILL BE
P.RALLELING THE BORDER AROUND THE PERIPHERY OF BASE AREA 637

CAY HAVE TO REACT SIMILARLY FRO. TIME TOSOUTH TO QUANG
TIME

SIO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY.
DELIVER EARLIEST DUTY HOUR
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ZBY CCCCC
NS0204202 APR

M CG THIRD MARD IV
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT

D N A L EXCLUSIVE FOR LITGEN NICKERSONC
UPI PRESS RELEASE BY MR DAVE LAMB
1. MR LAMB HAS BEEN OPERATING IN THE 3D MARDIV AREA DURING

RECENT COMBAT ENGAGEMENTS AND HAS ON MAY: OCCASIONS INTER
VIEWED GENERAL OFFICERSOF THE DIVISION. HI'S ACCOUNTS OF

COMBAT AND HIS RELEASES BASED ON THE INTERVIEWS HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN FACTUAL AND HAVE PROVIDED SOL ID SUPPORT FOR MARINE OPER-

ATIONS. DURING THE LAST MONTH HE HAS EARNED THE RESPECT AND

TRUST OF T KO SE DEALING WITH H HIM.

2. ON OTHER OCCASIONS HE HAS BEEN GIVEN OFF THE RECORD AND

BACKGROUND ONLY BRIEFINGS. HE DID NOT VIOLATE ANY CONFIDENCE
ON THOSE OCCASIONS.
3. IT WAS UNDER THESE CONDITIONS THAT THE REQUESTED AND
RECEIVED AN INTERVIEW WITH ME.
4. HE WANTED TO EXPLORE THE WAR IN DEPTo HE CAME IN AFTER

DINNER AND DISCUSSED FOR AN HOUR THE GENERAL AREAS OF SANCTUARIES,

PAGE TWO RUMHUP 0149 C 0 D SAL EXCLUSIVE FOR
ETC. HE INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT I D ID NOT WANT TO
BE QUOTED OR OTHERWISE ESTABLISMED AS A SOURCE OF IDEAS AND
THAT HE WOULD NOT DO SO. HE WAS TOLD WITH CERTAINTY THAT IT
MIGHT BE INFEASIBLE POLITICALLY TO EXPAND OPERATIONS. THE QUOTES
WHICH LAMB USED WERE DERIVED FROM A D'ISCUSSION OF PRESS CLIPPINGS
WHICH I HAD ON MY DESK. THE SE CLIPPINGS PROPOSED THAT WE HAD
ONLY TWO CHOICES IN VIETNAM. ONE WAS TO RESUME THE BOMBING,
THE OT HERE WAS TO CONTINUE WITH OUR PRESENT TACTICS. HE WAS
TOLD THAT WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE POLITICAL ASPECTS THERE ARE
CERTAINLY OTHER COURSES OF ACTION WHICH ARE FEASIBLE FROM THE
MILITARY STANDPOINT. THEN HE WAS GIVEN MYVIEWS AS TO ONE
ALTERNATIVE, THE "SALAMI" TACTIC. THIS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT
AS A PROPOSAL, BUT AS A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE. HE UNDERSTOOD
THAT WE WERE INVOLVED IN A BACKGROUND DISCUSSION ONLY BUT IT
SOUNDS AS IF TEMTATION OVERPOWERED HIM.
5. THE ISO, WHO WAS IN THE OFFICE WHEN LAMB RETURNED ASKED
HIM ABOUT THE INTERVIEW. IN A KIDD MANNER LAMB SAID THE
GENERAL SAID WE SHOULD GO INTO LAOS OR NORTH VIETNAM, OR WORDS
TO THAT AFFECT. THE ISO TOLD HIM HE CERTAINLY COULD NOT USE

PAGE / OF PAGES

CONFIDENTIAL3/ COPIESOFCOPY111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) #17
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~ ~ PAGE 1HREE RIJff;HVP 21149 CON f iDE .N- l<i A 1. EXCLUS!Vr:: FOR 
~ t HAT IN A STORV@ LAMB .R£PL lED N01' TO .\:sORR·.'! THAT HE WOUL'D 

NEVER t~R IT E. ~H\IYTHI NG THAT WOULD GlpOTE H~r THE GE:NER~, OR GET 
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QUOTES WHICH VaUREAD TOME OVER THE: ?HON~'il' X!APPEAR~~ THAT 
I HAllE BEE~J CAUGHT OFr BASE~ AFl'ER A ·FrUU ...... YEAR· OF SUC/:;ESS 

~ ~dID GOOD lUCI< \l1I'i'H THE PRESS CORPS, IT •. SEEMS THAT X Br~CAME 
~~~ OVERCON.FlDENlr IN (I}Y<ASU.lIY TO .JUDGE R~P'OR'lERSo !W !L.~ fJlAKE 
~ NO FURtHER COMl1E.:rrrS 1"0 ~l.EMBERS OFIHEPRE'SS 

~ 
ON THE LAMB :$!ORY OR THE !SSUES INVOLVED·.~:UrJJ .. ESS YOUR ISO 
EXPERTSCOf4E UP iN 11'H SO~1£rHU~G\:JHICH.P1.1G.1T~ 'HELP'tO CALM tHE 

~ 
IUWESo . . . . 

~. 11,) ~lARM REGA1UlSc MAJG£N DAVIS SJ::NDSD.,~·~ ": 
~ GP"'~ ,.' .,( 

~ B~149 "c 

~",... '. ".: 
- J •. /) - A "i' r- t'" D,~ Gl: c:7'... (1i-= r U f _·_" I H. _ .. _ J! . j j-,,,,; l... ..., 

111 MAF 2100/6 (3/681 
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PAGE THREE RUMHVP 0149 C 0 N I.D E MT A L EXCLUSIVE FOR
THAT IN A STORY. LAMB REPLIED NOT TO WORRY THAT HE WOULD
NEVER WRITE ANYTHING THAT WOULD QUOTE HURT THE GENERAL OR GET
HIM IN TROUBLE UNQUOTE. HE WAS, IN THE OPINION OF THE (SO ,

FULLY AWARE THAT HE COULD NOT USE THE MATERIAL IN A STORY.
60 ALTHOUGH I HAVE NOT SEEN THE PRESS CLIPPINS, FROM THE
QUOTES WHICH YOU READ TO ME OVER THE PHONE, IT APPEAR THAT
for HAVE BEEN CAUGHT OFF BASE. AFTER A FULL YEAR OF SUCCESS
AND GOOD LUCK WITH THE PRESS CORPS, IT. SEEMS THAT I BECAME
OVERCONFIDENT IN MY ABILITY TO JUDGE REPORTERS. I WILL MAKE
NO FURTHER COMMENTS TO MEMBERS OF THE PRESS
ON THE LAMB STORY OR THE ISSUES INVOLVED :UNLESS YOUR ISO
EXPERTS COME UP WITH SOMETHING WHICH MIGHT: HELP TO CALM THE
WAVES.
7s WARM REGARD So MAJGEN DAVIS SENDS.
GP-Q
BT
0149

PAGE 2 OF 2 PAGES
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OPERATIONS ARE CONPLETE AND FINAL TALLIES RECONCILED, 
I ['JUST REPOPT \'J;-iAT I K?IVE SJSPICIONED FOg SEVEHAL JAYS. 
{iY ;-IA2D·-:::HiIJING t:iAHINES DO;';-'T COUNT SO GOO;:;. 
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THE CONTIG:':O']S' (SECO~m CACEE) 9 TaE SECOND CACHE ;;p:S 
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THUS BECA~lE i-i TLIRD G,lO N-EX ISTE:'JT ) C;:,CEE 9 512 iiILO BAGS .,E?,E 
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PILE OF 3010 BAGS f~E.' 4iJ TOi\lS '[<jAS APPLIED TO IlLL, PILE3 9 • .(:NY 
OF ~-,;;nCE :~·ERE ;·fOLLO~i SQUI~RE3. 
3. Ti-lE RICE Hi STORAGE t~T QUt~NG TRI AND DONG :~A PLUS 
QUANTITIES iJi':'RECOv"Ei"{ADLE tdm DESTRO'/ED IN ?U~CE PLUS 
T;"!t-1T SYF;-rOl,jED OF;;- U: FIELD 5 Y ,!;RVN AN;) Rf f-:3GF\Ef.f:,TE2 
ONLY .5.5 6 TO:'~. 
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Ft. 1.4 CLL 03 RAI: UO...C
TO LTG NICKERSON CE III MAF
INFO GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
ZEIN
CONFIDENTIA L PHB 0612 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ROUTE 616 RICE CACHE
REF: A. PMB 0540, DTG 231715Z MAR.

B. 3RD MAR DIV/XXIV CORPS SITREPS.
1. NOW THAT THE RICE EXTRACTION AND DESTRUCTION
OPERATIONS ARE COMPLETE AND FINAL TALLIES RECONCILED
I MUST REPORT WHAT I HAVE SUSPICIONED FOR SEVERAL DAYS.
NY HARD-DRIVING MARINES DON'T COUNT SO GOOD.
2. IN REF A, I CAME UP WITH AN ESTIMATE OF 420 TONS WHICH
INCLUDED THE CACHE I SAY PLUS A CONTIGUOUS ONE DESCRIBED
TO ME. THROUGH A SERIES OF IMPROBABLE CIRCUMSTANCES- --
EXPLICABLE ONLY IN WAR - -THE TOTAL SWELLED IN SUCCESSSIVE
SITREPS TO 1000 TONS. THERE WAS DOUBLE COUNTING OF
THE CONTIGUOIS (SECOND CACHE) 3 THE SECOND CACHE WAS
"CAFTURED" ON SUCCESSIVE DAYS BY DIFFERENT COMPANIES AND
THUS BECAME A THIRD GNON-EXISTENT ) CACHE ; 53 KILO BAGS WERE
REPORTED AS 150 KILO Von AND THE STILWELL CALCULATION OF ONE
PILE OF 800 BAGS A3 40 TONS WAS APPLIED TO ALL PILES, NANY
OF WHICH VERE HOLLOW SQUARES.
3. THE RICE IN STORAGE AT QUANG TRI AND DONG NA PLUS
QUANTITIES UNRECOVERABLE AND DESTROYED IN PLACE PLUS
THAT SYPHONED OFF IN FIELD BY ARVN AND RF AGGREGATES
ONLY 356 TON.
4.:MY APOLOGIES FOR THE GROSSLY INACCURATE REPORTING.

SSO NOTE : DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
230
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MINNIN
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FlA- GEN 'AM'IAMS COMUSMACV 
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----<. -- -~ ~--

tTG ,M'ltOREN OCG ,USAFtV ' ~ 
LTG NICKER';SON CG·II t MkF" "' , '." 
YAllM ·l'~w.t T' 'CGMN'AVf"0RV 
'NF~l AOM ~CCkf:NC1NC·PAC 
GEN· wfEELE;~CJCS, " 
ZEM qt £ ",>'- t~, . 

, -T 0 P S" £-',o.r E1" MAe 4196 E,YES ONLY,A 
·'SUBJEcT:' SEftV I ee: F"ORCEAeTIONS, elf) ) ~ 

REF:',MACV'C ITE 403bOTG,012i8Z ~.AR 69 r , ' 
IN.DER:' tHAT I MA·Y BE IN· A P0S';TJON:.T-(1). G0M~NT9N THE 
OVEA"'ALL OPEPU,T ION·At UAPACT, €l)F ANY' SERVI CE- PRSP0SEtlREOuCTlONS 

. AS OlSCUSSED' IN REFERENCE, REQUEST,THAT' Y~iJ PR0VJDE. MF AT YOUR 
EARL'IEST OPPORTUNITY SUMMARJES 'Of SEA REDUCTIONS CONTEMPLATED 
BY Y0~ -RE'SPECTIVE SERVICES~ TOGETHER WITH YOUR EV'ALUATI0N 

, aF T+E' "~lP;ACT OF T f£SE ·REBUCT' -e~lS;-eN 'MA CV OPER A TI ONAl 
CAPAe'L ITY'~ . ' , 
GP':'4 . 

SSO NOTE: DEL IVER·DUR nJG DtfF-Y HOURS 
2f!!0 

DECLASSIFIED 
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0 031042Z ZYH ZFF-5 ZFF- 3
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
TO GEN BROWN CG 7TH AF
LTG MILDREN DCG USARV
LTG NICKERSON CG 111 MAF
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV
INFO ADM MCCA IN CINCPAC
GEN WHEELER CJCS
ZEM
TOPSECRET MAC 4196 EYES ONLY

SISUBJECT: SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS (U)
REF: MACV CITE 4036 OTG 301218Z MAR 69
IN ORDER THAT I MAY BE IN A POSITION TO COMMENT ON THE
OVERALL OPERATIONAL IMPACT OF ANY SERVICE PROPOSED REDUCTIONS
AS DISCUSSED IN REFERENCE, REQUEST THAT YOU PROVIDE ME AT YOUR
EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY SUMMARIES OF SEA REDUCTIONS CONTEMPLATED
BY YOUR RESPECTIVE SERVICES, TOGETHER WITH YOUR EVALUATION
OF THE IMPACT OF THESE REDUCTIONS ON MACV OPERATIONAL
CAPABILITY.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
200
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r ---~--rfs) S~fELY NOw-'ls N(YrrHE-Tl1iJ~'tO 'LESSEt·rOUR-AB IL ltV TO----~ 
:t ruRT THE EINEMY. YET PLANNED LOSSES OF AIRCRAFT, NAVAL SHIPS AND 
\ f[RSONNL SPACE.S WiLL DO JUST THAT. /,NEACH OF THESE AREAS I TAKE 
! 9"RONG EXC1£PTION TO SERVICE THINKING. 

, ~'A. THE .flo IR FORCE PROPOSES-T--G-R£PLACE Fo-ue ;trNG --F--H10 SQUADRON'S ~ 
\" WlT-H TWO f·-4 SQUADRONS AND HOLD TWO OTHER 1'-4 SQUADRONS I N CONUS 

j
' /if A HIGH STATE OF READ.I NESS. 

B. THE NAVY IS CONSIDERING A REDUCTION I NNAVAL SUPPORT 'AS 
i'OLL OW S: I , 

1 ( 1) WiTHDRAW ONE OR TVVO B ARRA'CK' SSH I PS (APS' S), AND PROBABLY 
, G'HER NAVFORV ASSETS. 
1 (2) WITHDRAW THE DESTROYER ESCORTS (RADAR) (DE) FROM THE 
I.' WTER MARKET TIME BARR IER. NORMALLY, TWO GR THREE DER' S SUPPORT 

lHE MARKET.TIME BARRIER AT ANY ONE TIME.. I '.~~ ',;.._,~ 
C •. USARV HAS SEEN D lRECTED: THR U SERV I CE CHANNELS THAT ITS 

AiMY LOCAL NATIONAL (LtD CIVILIAN HIRE CEILING IN RVN WILL BE 
!EDUCED BY31 MAY 1969,10,98 PERCENT (35,055) OF THE LN ONBOARD 
ffRENGTH AS OF 31 JAN 69 (35,770). 
~ (TS) THE SUM TOTAL OF OUR COMBAT POWER IS WHAT THE SERVICES 
IlVE US. PROPOSED REDUCTIONS IN OUR FORCE LEVELS SHOULD BE CARE­
FULLY SCRUTINIZED AND SHOULD BE'BASED ON SOUND MILITARY RE;ASONS. 
~CE THE EROSION SETS IN IT WiLL BE HARD TO STOP. 

, . 5. (TS) QU IlE FRANKL y'IT MAKES MYPOS I T I ON AS AN QPERAT I 0 NALL Y 

'\ \~~~~~~ I ~~IE c~~~~ A, ~~iR 0 ~ N T~~~ R F ~~~D M~d~~E~! ~~ ~~:t T C!~ A~ ~E I~~~V: CESf." 
, , I }4'JO'N WHAT THEY HAVE ACCOMPLI SHED, AND IT HAS BEEN MAGN IF I CENT. I .' 

~ ASK ONLY THAT I BE CONSULTED AND GIVEN A 'CHANCE AS THEY, THE 
, "~\I"CES, BEG I N TO CUT AND RUfll. .'. - ' , 

, i 
$0 NOTE: DEL IVER DUR ING DUTY HOURS .' 
80fQ. 

I' 
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3. (TS) SURELY NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO LESSEN OUR AB ILITY TO
HJRT THE ENEMY. YET PLANNED LOSSES OF AIRCRAFT, NAVAL SHIPS AND
PERSONNL SPACES WILL DO JUST THAT. IN EACH OF THESE AREAS I TAKE
STRONG EXCEPTION TO SERVICE THINKING.

A THE AIR FORCE PROPOSES TO-REPLACE FOUR A NG F-100 SQUADRONS -
WITH TWO F-4 SQUADRONS AND HOLD TWO OTHER F-4 SQUADRONS IN CONUS
AT A HIGH STATE OF READINESS.

B. THE NAVY IS CONSIDERING A REDUCTION IN NAVAL SUPPORT AS
FOLLOWS:

1) WITHDRAW ONE OR TWO BARRACK'S SHIPS (APB'S), AND PROBABLY
HER NAVFORV ASSETS.

(2) WITHDRAW THE DESTROYER ESCORTS (RADAR) (DE) FROM THE
OUTER MARKET TIME BARRIER. NORMALLY, TWO OR THREE DER'S SUPPORT
THE MARKET TIME BARRIER AT ANY ONE TIME.

C. USARV HAS BEEN DIRECTED THRU SERVICE CHANNELS THAT ITS
ARMY LOCAL NATIONAL (LN) CIVILIAN HIRE CEILING IN RVN WILL BE
REDUCED BY 31 MAY 1969 TO 98 PERCENT (35,055) OF THE LN ONBOARD
SRENGTH AS OF 31 JAN 69 (35,770).
4 (TS) THE SUM TOTAL OF OUR COMBAT POWER IS WHAT THE SERVICES
GIVE US. PROPOSED REDUCTIONS IN OUR FOR CE LEVELS SHOULD BE CARE-
FULLY SCRUTINIZED AND SHOULD BE BASED ON SOUND MILITARY REASONS.
ONCE THE EROSION SETS IN IT WILL BE HARD TO STOP.
5. (TS) QUITE FRANKLY IT MAKES MY POSITION AS AN OPERAT 10NALLY
RESPONSIBLE COMMANDER IN THE FIELD MOST DIFFICULT IF THE SERVICESD
PROCEED TO CARVE OUT ON THEIR OWN MY OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY. I

KNOW WHAT THEY HAVE ACCOMPLISHED, AND IT HAS BEEN MAGNIFICENT. I

ASK ONLY THAT I BE CONSULTED AND GIVEN A CHANCE AS THEY, THE
SERVICES, BEGIN TO CUT AND RUN.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
800
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

FROMOPERATION CODE DATE
GEN ABRAMS 041322Zx ORIGINATOR
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0 041322Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
TO GEA DROWN CDR 7AF
LTG MILDREN DCC USARV
LTG SWELL CG 11 FFV
LTS CORCORAN CG I FFV
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
CADM ZIMWALLT COMSAVFORV
MG ECKHARDT SA IV CTZ
ZEM
TOPSECR in T MAC 4251 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE AND NATIONAL POLICY
REF: MAC 9496. 14 JULY ONLY
1. IN RECENT DAYS THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL NEWS STORIES
THAT ARE DAMAGING TO OUR EFFORTS HERE IN VIETNAM, THAT
INDICATE A SERIOUS BREAKDOWN IN THE SECURITY OF SENSITIVE
SUBJECTS, OR THAT SUGGEST SOME COMMANDERS ARE NOT
ACCOMMODATING THEIR PUBLIC UTTERANCES TO NATIONAL
POLICY. TPRES OF THESE STORIES ARE BRIEFED AS FOLLOWS:

A. A UPI STORY OF 1 APR IL QUOTES EXTENSIVELY A DEPARTING
DIVISION COMMANDER AS SAYING THAT WE SHOULD DESTROY THE
SANCTUARITS IN LAOS AND OCCUPY SOME OF THE AREA NORTH OF
THE DMZ: AND THAT WE CANNOT ASSURE A FRES SOUTH VIETNAM
WITHOUT DEFEATING THE NVA.

P. C UPI STORY OF 3 APRIL CITES MILITARY SOURCES AS SAYING
THAT TEAMS OF "MOUNTAIN TRIBESMEN" LED BY US SPECIAL
FORCES HAVE BEEN GOING INTO CAMBODIA FOR THE PAST YEAR
TO SCOUT COMMUNIST TROOP MOVEMENTS. SOURCES SAID PRICC
SIFANOUK SAVE TACIT APPROVAL FOR THESE FORAYS SO LONG
AS THEY ARE DONE SECRETLY. STORY SAID BORDER AREA
INVOLVED WAS WEST OF AY NINE CITY.

C. ANOTHER UPI STORY OF 3 APRIL IS A LONGER, MORE
DETAILED VERSION OF INCURSIONS ACROSS BORDER AREAS.
STORY CONTAINS NO ATTRIBUTION. IT CLAIMS TEAMS OF
MONTAGNARD OR CHINESE NUNG MERCENARIES LED BY SPECIAL
FORCES SOLDIERS HAVE MADE CLANDESTINE FORAYS INTO
CAMRODIA FOR MORE THAN A YEAR AND INTO LAOS MUCH LONGER.
STORY SAY$ "PROJECT OMEGA" WAS SET UP NEAR SAN ME THIOT
IN LATE 1967; IMPLIES THAT NOMINAL CONCURRENCE WAS OBTAINED
FROM SINAMOUK BY AMB. CHESTER BOWLES; STATES THAT OMEGA
IS NOW C 4 C CENTRAL, THAT C & C SOUTH (SIGMA) OPERATES OUT
OF III CTZ ALSO INTO CAMBODIA, AND THAT C & C NORTH OPERATES

6111INTO LAOS. REMAINDER OF STORY IS MOSTLY ON METHODS OF
INSERTION AND OPERATION.

6/11
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". "l-:~:c.~ FTI)RI'!it A,~~D ijTH~R~' ?OPJT lJP i'HF NECZS::ITY FOR ALL 'I 
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COM¥!ArmFRS TO MAKE vrnv CERTAIN THAT THF SECnRIV I)'" i 
~[N~!TIVE 1~F'OOMATHH! IS AS ~BSOLUTE A'= HttrllAtJLY ·PI)~~Ii.)LE, t 
M'D TPAT$1'~rEME~JT!;7 TO THE PRESS, EVEN ON A 8ACKGROr!~ 
?Man, PS SUCH THAT TH':Y CA1J STAflm TPF. tIGHT OF Dl:jY. 
f5P'fCIALt.Y DURHH:.i nus CRITICAl.. ?SRI90WH::N THS PARIS 
TALKS AR"l:' H! PROCSSS, WHEr·l IHE: tJEW Ar;~H!lSTRATlt)N 

. I~ '!)~vr.:LOP!r'~6 Mm REFHaN~ ITS ?DlIClSS, ANI) tIl!·m:~~ THE GV'N 
APFAR~PTLY IS GOI NG Tl4R CuGH .A PITR Ion OF MOD IFYHl~ ITS 
P(lLlCP:S.: IT IS £SSENTIAL THAT RESPO/iJSI9L~ US OFFICERS. 
PARTICULARLY G~~~ERAL/;LAG OFnC::RS., ~lOT VOle!! AMYTHING 
THAT CAN !,1?E CCBSTRU!1D AS ~ INS COUNTER TO IHS NAT lONAL 
P0LICY CR T~!AT CAN CREATE DIFFICULTY IN tHe. ~mGOTrATION 
EFFORT~. iWE HAVE QUR JI)~ 10 DO ANO wt I,JILL CO\(lTH1"ETO 
DO IT WE~L.. . 
3. AMY r.9t'l'lMA~mQ·R ~J!-iO HAS R1!:CO~lME:rmI\TI0N5 cr~ rqTuR!: 
0PFRATIONSOR CCURS:::S OF ACTION MAS O~1! CHANnliL OPEN 
T 0 (I! M -~! tU s c on:'1~ Nt} c ~3tlJYJ!L..s.. -!.~t!tJ~ 17 •. !UI-)t-o=iF~Lql.F; . 
IDEAS ~Jlt;lR£CEIVE FUll COf~SID!!RAT ION. THE"R~ IS ~o 

-~~ ----='1 
flT HER INA ,r .. 
4. 1 D Q .~JOTSUGeEST FeR A MOME NT THAT CO\1MANDERS CUT 
TP.EM£!ELV~;S OFF FROM THE. PRES~; .. MAC V PU~L!C AFFf\'IRS 
~UlDA~CS IS DETAIL:!:D In. TH"EREFE.R!HJCED rl!&:ss~r,~; I 

I 
\ 

5T tLl .A F ~PL -I 1;:S. ". __ .o~ __ -== ." - -~---,-.--", >=-' -:-3: -- --:'---

5. THIS ~OES9AGE NIlL ~iOt 9E REPRODUCEO IN ANY MA~mKR. 
H~fV~R,.· PL!£AS£ ADVISE YOUR SE:NIOR COM~l~NDERS AND . 
STAFF OFrlCERS OFTH~ THRUST OF' PARAS 2,3, AtJD 4. 

~so NOT!:': n:ZLIVER DURIN? DUTY HQt~RS 
~lj 0 
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THESE STORIES AND OTHERS POINT UP THE NECESSITY FOR ALL
COMMANDERS TO MAKE VERY CERTAIN THAT THE SECURITY OF
SENSITIVE INFORMATION IS AS ABSOLUTE AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE,
AND THAT STATEMENTS TO THE PRESS, EVEN ON A BACKGROUND
PASIS, RS SUCH THAI THEY CAN STAND THE LIGHT OF DAY.
ESPECIALLY DURING THIS CRITICAL PERIOD WHEN THE PARIS
TALKS ARE IN PROCESS, WHEN THE NEW ADMINISTRATION
IS DEVELOPING AND REFINING ITS POLICIES, AND WHEN THE GVN
APPARENTLY IS GOING THROUGH A PERIOD OF MODIFYING ITS
POLICIES, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT RESPONSIBLE US OFFICERS,
PARTICULARLY GENERAL/FLAG OFFICERS, NOT VOICE ANYTHING
THAT CAN MEE CONSTRUED AS BEING COUNTER TO THE NATIONAL
POLICY OR THAT CAN CREATE DIFFICULTY IN THE NEGOTIATION
EFFORTS. WE HAVE OUR J09 TO DO AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO
DO IT WELL.
3. ANY COMMANDER WHO HAS RECOMMENDATIONS ON FITURE
OPERATIONS OR COURSES OF ACTION HAS ONE CHANNEL OPEN
TO HIM -- HIS COMMAND CHANNELS. THERE ANY FEASIBLE
IDEAS WILL RECEIVE FULL CONSIDERATION. THERE IS NO
OTHER WAY.
4. I DO NOT SUGGEST FOR A MOMENT THAT COMMANDERS CUT
THEMSELVES OFF FROM THE PRESS. MACV PUBLIC AFFAIRS
GUIDANCE IS DETAILED IN THE REFERENCED MESSAGE; I
STILL APPLIES.
5. THIS MESSAGE WILL NOI BE REPRODUCED IN ANY MANNER.
HOWEVER, PLEASE ADVISE YOUR SENIOR COMMANDERS AND
STAFF OFFICERS OF THE THRUST OF PARAS 2, 3, AND 4.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
550

K

6/2)



DECLASSIFIED 

e e 
ceN: 020 IN FILE- JLB • 

'ROII IOAT! 
COMNAVFORV 01 APR 6q 

_RIAL.* 
040812Z APR 69 cOPw J 0'· (P COPtd BO 

l.ettATURE 
IIUIJECT 

WYER ~TE FOR BGEN 
OATI ..... ATURI 

I 

, 

\ 

TOR "1/171'l5H APR 69 
sis ~Opy 2,3,4 OF 6 COPIES 

E~OPY 5 OF 6 COP I ES 
COpy 6 OF 6 COPIES 

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE 
EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET CCN: 020 IN FILE: JLB
DATEFROM

COMNAVFORV 02 APR 69
SERIAL

COPY# 2 OF 6 COPIES RECO040812Z APR 69
SUBJECT

SIONAT UREDATE FOR BGEN DWYER

SIGNATUREDATE

02/1713H APR 69TOR

S/S COPY 2,3,4 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES
COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT
SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD

SECRET

2 /

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

:~ $[E~~n'~(Q)~(O]~~~ 
;~' ~ 
:~ ~ :~ 'OPTTSZYUW RUI'IUGKD2599 0940812-SSSS·-RHMMAFA. ~ 
1~ Z MY SSSSS .! ~: , ~/ 

J.~ P 040812Z APR 69 " 1"0./; 
~ fM COMNAVFORV I'/; 
,~ to RHl'YJMAFA/CG III MAr ',' 0.~ 
J~ [NrO R UMlPAA/CTF oNE ONE IFVE .'. __ . ¥ "I. .. , '" .,,:'::. ~ / 
:~ ~~MCSDG/CiG ONE aNi:. FIVE P! ONE .[~, ~ 

:~ 5 E eRE r NOFORN . ,;, ~ 
~ OPERATIONS ON THE CUA OAI RIVER <U) , • 0. i ~ m~o ;~w~~~ 8m 0 W Y£R, lNF D CA:'! _~.O_FF;M~~.! NO CD R STE FFER lD ~ 
:~~ A. MY 1205~8Z9 FiB 69 '~0.I'// 
,~ 8. CG 111 Ir1Af 19 A505Z2 FE-6 59 .1 p/; 
~ Co YOUR MEMO FOR tHE R£CORD oro, 10 MAR 69.-. p/ 
:~ ~~ (S) REF A PROPOSED :::XPANSION OF' OPER.AtIONS IN THE C,UA 0/\1 RY!I=.rr 0. 
.~ AREAl!> REF 13 WELCOMED THE PROSPECT. OF WOR-KING WITH UoS.. . 0. 
;~~~~~ NAVY UNITS AND PROPOSED PLANNING CONFERENCE ON SUBJ OPS.. '/0.1"/;/, 
,~~ lH!S CONrE,RENtE WAS HELD IN III MAl' HD QT&'$ ON .3 MAR 1969.. ~~ 
~~ REF C RE.P01RTED THE. UND~RSrANDING WAS REACHED AT tHE CONFERENCE ~/ 
::~ THAT VMN RAG WOI1.D BE R .. LOCAhD TO COASTAL GROUP 14 (LOCATED ~, 
.~ AT MOurH Df TIE CUA DAll AND THAT CG .1 ~ORi'S .011.D PROVIDE ~ 

:~ ,~ 
?~~,,;;;~ ,PAGE TWO RUMUGKD25SS S i. eRe. T NOFOR,!Il", 1"# 

;~~,,;;; tROOP SUPPORt 9 PROBABLY TWO ARVN BATTA~IONSo 0. 
:j~~~ 20 (S~ crF' us ACCELERAtED peF oPS IN CUA. DAl IMMi.D lATELY AFTER ~0.0.,J."' 
~~ CONFE.RENCE AND IN THE PAST 41 DAYS o USN PCI' AND CG 14 CRAFT 1'/ 
~~ HAVE BEEN XI\lVOl,VED IN A ll'OTAL OF 31 HOSTILE FIRE. INCIDENTS IN ~# 

:,~~~,,;;;~ THIS AREA, INCLUDING 9 SUCH INCIDiNTS·',IN,.:THE. PAST 4 DAYS.. "0.I"J 
~~ EMf-MY CASUj~l..lIES OVER THIS 41 DAY PJ:.RIOD 'l,NCLUD£ 32 ve K1Ao I'~ 
j~~~ 20 \PC KIA (PROB), AND 9 VC WOUNDJ:.D (PROB)~ I'RIENDLY LOSSES HAVE 0. 
~~~~ BE£~ llMlTlED TO ONE. VNN ,KIA AND 10 FRIE~o.L.\' FORCE.S WOUNDED.. " ~0.(/~~ 
, 30 (5) lI.NrJEl!l..IGENCE. RiPORTS OVE.R THE. PASl;;.TWO MONTHS HAVE I'~ 
~~ !NDIcAtm M~ APPAR'i:.N'll'lb,Y INCR.i::ASING CONCERN ON ENt.MY·S PARt /"/ 

1:~~~~~ OVER fRXiNI>lY OPE-RAtIONS ON THE CUA D'1l1 ... THERE. HAVE BEEN (/0.i"~/, 
~~ Pl NUMBER OF REPORtS THAT SPt.ClfIC ENt.:My ELiMJ:.NTS HAVE BEEN 1"# 
1~~~ 'JfARGETtED ~~G~lNSr THi. PCF@SIl VNN JUNW~ A~Q CG-14 AND THE 0. 
~~~,,;;; ]~tmEN1l'S OF ENE:MY A1ctiON ON Hit. RIVER HAVE BORNE OUT THESE 1'/ 
~~ REPORtS IN MANY INSIANCi.S", WI:. B£lL!t.Vc.; tHAT. MOST OF THE I"~ 
~~~ ENfMI)( ACTl!Hl HAS U1ANA!&:.D fROM lOCAL fORGE E.LEMt.NTS WHOSE 0.1"/ 
,~~ PIC IS tHE ~~REA ,EAST OF HOI AN CITY" Howi.ViR p THERE MAY 1'/ 
J~~ HAVE BEEN NVA/MF iL£ME.Nt S ! WOLVED D UR 1 Ne'THE. PERIOD OF (/ / 
:~ THIS OFFENSIVE. WHILE EN~MY FIRe AGAINS1>RIVER CRAFT HAS ~ 
: ~ B .. i.N REt AT IV El Y CONSI S1 ~ NT I NITS' OCCUR~ NCE. IT PR OBABL Y 0. 
;~ ,I '~.. ~ 
~ PAGE-I-OF ---, AGES" .... .:0-) .~ 
)~/#"#"f0"J#,,fff7/ffff~ ~~(fDr5)~IF/r\flrrr~rQIlB)r\fl COpy j OF 0 COPIES ~ 
1./b)/;~dL/)#~«/fJf~ iiJ~~lJ\\~U U\J~lfll!J~U\j 'f/ffffffffffy>~/a 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET NOFORN

OPTISZYUW RUMUGKD2599 0940812-SSSS--RHMMAFA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 04/08 122 APR 69
FM COM NAVFORV
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
INFO R UMLPAA/CTF ONE ONE IFVE
R HM CSDG/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE
BT
SECRET NOF OR N
OPERATIONS ON THE CUA DAI RIVER (U)
PERSONAL FOR BGEN DW YER INFO CAPT HOFFMANN AND CDR STEFFER ID
FROM ZUMWALT
Ao MY 12053829 FEB 69
8. CG III MAF 19150622 FEB 69
Co YOUR MEMO FOR THE RECORD DTD 10 MAR 62
do (S) REF A PROPOSED EXPANSION OF OPERATIONS IN THE CUA DAI RIVER
AREA. REF B WELCOMED THE PROSPECT. OF WORKING WITH U.S.

NAVY UNITS AND PROPOSED PLANNING CONFERENCE ON SUBJ OPS.
THIS CONFERENCE WAS HELD IN III MAF HD QTRS ON 3 MAR 1969.
REF C REPORTED THE UNDERSTANDING WAS REACHED AT THE CONFERENCE
THAT VNN RAG WOULD BE RELOCATED TO COASTAL GROUP 14 (LOCATED
AI MOUTH OF THE CUA DAD AND THAT CG I CORPS WOULD PROVIDE

PAGE TWO RUMUGKD2599 SECRET NOFOR N
TROOP SUPPORT, PROBABLY TWO ARV N BATTALIONS.
2. (5) CTF 115 ACCELERATED PCF OPS IN CUA DAI IMMED IATELY AFTER
CONFERENCE AND IN THE PAST 47 DAYS, USN PCF AND CG 14 CRAFT
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN A TOTAL OF 31 HOSTILE FIRE INCIDENTS IN
THIS AREA, INCLUDING 9 SUCH INCIDENTS IN -THE PAST 4 DAYS.
ENEMY CASUALITES OVER THIS 47 DAY PERIOD INCLUDE 32 VC KIA,
20 VC KIA (PROB), AND 9 VC WOUNDED (PROB). FRIENDLY LOSSES HAVE
BEEN LIMITED TO ONE VNN KIA AND 10 FRIENDLY FORCES WOUNDED.
30 (S) INTELLIGENCE REPORTS OVER THE PAST *TWO MONTHS HAVE
INDICATED AN APPARENTLY INCREASING CONCERN ON ENEMY'S PART
OVER FRIENDLY OPERATIONS ON THE CUA D.A.I. THERE HAVE BEEN
A NUMBER OF REPORTS THAT SPECIFIC ENEMY ELEMENTS HAVE BEEN
TARGETTED AGAINST THE PCF°S. VNN JUNKS AND CG-14 AND THE
INCIDENTS OF ENEMY ACTION ON THE RIVER HAVE BORNE OUT THESE
REPORTS IN MANY INSTANCES. WE BELIEVE THAT MOST OF THE
ENEMY ACTION HAS EMANATED FROM LOCAL FORCE ELEMENTS WHOSE
AO IS THE AREA EAST OF HOI AN CITY. HOWEVER, THERE MAY
HAVE BEEN NVA/MF ELEMENTS INVOLVED DURING THE PERIOD OF
THIS OFFENSIVE. WHILE ENEMY FIRE AGAINST RIVER CRAFT HAS
BEEN RELATIVELY CONSISTENT IN ITS OCCURENCE, IT PROBABLY

of
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PAGE THREE R UM UG KD 2599 SECRET NOFOR N
HAS NOT ACHIEVED THE INTERDICTION WHICH:THE ENEMY SEEKS.
A REPORT RECEIVED 2 APRIL INDICATES THAT THE ENEMY HAS
MOVED AN NVA ARTILLERY SATTALION INTO THE AREA OF CG-14
WITH THE MISSION OF LAUNCHING HEAVY ATTACKS BY FIRE ON THE
COASTAL GROUP AND PCF'S. THE REASON GIVEN FOR THESE ABF°S
IS THAT THE PCF°S AND VNN JUNKS HAVE INTERDICTED THE VC/NVA°S
USE OF THE RIVER, AND THEY MUST BE DESTROYED PRIOR TO A
LARGE OFFENSIVE IN HIEU NHON DISTRICT. ALTHOUGH THIS
REPORT IS AS YET UNCONFIRMED, IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE
ENEMY PLANS TO RETURN TO THE ARCA IN FORCE AND PROBABLY
WILL INCREASE HIS EFFORTS AGAINST OUR CRAFT ON THE CUA DAI
TO TRY TO ACHIEVE FREEDOM ON THE RIVER.
40 (S) THE PROBLEM SEEMS TO BE THAT GENERAL LAM HAS NOT
YET PROVIDED THE SUPPORT TO WHICH HE IS COMMITTED
NEITHER THE RAG NOR THE ARVN TROOPS HAVE'YET ARRIVED IN THE CUA
DAI AREA.
50 (S) YOUR ASSISTANCE IS REQUESTED IN OBTAINING TROOPS FOR
THIS OPERATION. WOULD BL MOST PLEASED TO OPERATE WITH YOUR
D IVISION OR FORCE RECONNAISSANCE TROOPS EMBARKED IN USN
PCF FOR INSERTION IN AMBUSH AREAS WHETHER OR NOT WE ARE
ABLE TO SHAKE TROOPS LOOSE FROM GENERAL LAM.
60 (U) WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BI
2599
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Eo DISCUSS AE.ROOROM.ii. D IRt.CTORV SURVE. 't~., ,. 
fo IHSCUSS DCA Ate SURVE.Y OF MAJOR. AIR'f,XElDSo 
Go ADD I r IONAll.. AGE: NO A 11 £M S AS SUBMTJrf ED 0 

~0 REQUES! THE NAME: OF SiNIOR REPRI:,S~Nll'AI-XVE TO tHIS MEEtING BE 
~OR\i1JAROED to 834tH AIR D IV Aft Ng DO BY REl-tJRN JtMMi:.D lAtE MESSAGE. 
Bf ~ 
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OTTEZYUW RUSQSNA3795
ZNY EEEEE
0 040830Z APR 69
FM 834AIRDIV TAN SON NHUT AB RUN
TO RHMAAVA/USARV AV HAV OPI LONG BINH-RVN
RHIMAFA/IIIMAF DA NANG AB RVN
ZEN/AIR AMERICA TAN SON NHUT AB RVN
ZEN/7AF DOOA TAN SON NHUT AB RVN
R UMUGKD/COMNAVFORV SAIGON RUN
RHMSMVA/COMUSMACV CH AVIA BR/J 3
R KMLBHA1 165 AV NGP LONG BINK RVN
R UMLMHA/ IST MAW DA NANG AB RVN
BE
UNCLAS E F T 0 DOS
PERSONAL FOR MAJOR GENERAL MCLAUGHLIN
SUBJECT: JOING AIR OPERATIONS GROUP MEETING.
10 COORDINATION OF THE DIRECTIVE ESTABLISHING THE JOINT AIR OPERA-
TIONS GROUP (JAOG) AS AN AGENCY OF MACV AND PROVIDING GUIDANCE FOR ITS
OPERATION HAS BEEN COMPLETED. APPROVAL AND PUBLICATION ARE EXECTED
IN THE NEAR FUTURE. IN ORDER THAT THE WORK ALREADY STARTED CONTINUE
UNINTERRUPTED IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE NOW ESTABLISH A FORMAL
ORGANIZATION, APPOINT REPRESENTATIVES, ORGANIZE WELL STAFFED WORKING

PAGE 2 RUSQSNA3 795 UNCLAS E F I 0
GROUPS AND ADOPT NECESSARY ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AT THE
EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. I FEEL THAT IS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF
ALL MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS THAT THIS MATTER BE ADDED TO THE AGENDA OF
THE 7 APRIL MEETING.
20 THE REVISED AGENDA WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:

A. FORMAL ORGANIZATION OF JAOG IAW PROPOSED MACV DIRECTIVE.
Bo ESTABLISH WORKING GROUPS.
Co ADOPT ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
Do RECEIVE ATC WORKING GROUP REPORT.
Eo DISCUSS AERODROME DIRECTORY SURVEY.
Fo DISCUSS DCA ATC SURVEY OF MAJOR AIRFIELDS.
Go ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS AS SUBMITTED.

3. REQUEST THE NAME OF SENIOR REPRESENTATIVE TO THIS MEETING BE
FORWARDED TO 834TH AIR DIV ATTN: DO BY REI.URN IMMEDIATE MESSAGE.
BT
3795
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DC/S PLAN

REC 042330 H
4/4IS/S

G-1

G-2
G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
Has CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL.

ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac

SECRET

# 24

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• .. .. :~.-.~ 

, ' ~---- -' ---~-- -----.---~ 

o 04 '!~25Z ZYH ZF"F' -It ZFF-, 
- FMGE'NERAL 'ABRAMS -COMuSMACV 

TO LTG NICKERSON CG U'MAr 
ZEM" go OO'~ 

SEC RE 'T MAC 4251 EYES, ONt Y 
1: A uP ISTOR y 9F 1 APR tL BY DAVID LAMB QUOTED GENERAL 
DAVIS AT LE:,NCTft. THOSE PARTS OF THE' STMYCONTAINING 
() IREcT AND rNO IREef QUeTES ARE AS F'OLLOWSI -IT MAKES 
NO SENSE TO ,uTeA ~00 TRoCKS A DAY MOVING TmOUGH LAOS 
~HTHAMMUNIT'9~"TO KrLl Af41ERICANS," SAID MAJ~ GEN~ 
RAYMOND OAVIS ..... THE QUICKEST WAY TO SHMTEN THIS WAR 
IS TO DESTROY TI£SE SANCcTUAR IES. '-M',NOT TRYING TO RA ISE 

T+E ANTE~ 'BUT" wE CAME HERETe ASSURE THE FREEDOM OF' ' 
SOtlTH VIETNAM; A fill , DON'T THINK THAT CAN BE ACC'OMPLfSHED 
wiTH ANYTHING LI::~S THAN THE DEFEAT OF Tl£' NORTH ' 
VIETNAMESE 'ARMY". BARR ING A SETTLEMENT IN PAR IS OR 
NEwpot..felESFROM WASHINGTON~ DOAVIS SAID THE 'COMMUNISTS 
COUlD CONTINUE TfE IR 'CURRENT\NAR TEMPO t NDEF l~J tT~L Y.N 

""wE'lL 'NEVER SETTLE Tt£ WAR JUST SrTTING HERE ...... DAVIS· 
S~ID IN AN INTERVIEw THAT ALL lEO ,STABS INTO LAOS AND Ttf: 

SOUTFERN FR1NGES OF-NORTH VIETNAMWOUlD.BE: MORE ' 
M.IL !TAR fLY ADVANTAGEOuS THANTfERES(:JMPT' ON OF BOMB I NG 
BECAUSE T~IE. COMMuNtSTSHAO LEARNED TO LIVE WITH n-E 
AIR ST~' KES." 1-0 ,R ATHER BE FREE TO ATTACKS THEM IN THE lR 

. 'VuLNERABlE: AREA'S7- LAOS AND TI'£ OMZ~ NO ONE WANTS TO 
SAY 1T PuEll" CL Y ~ Bul' tWE 'VE GOT TO WHIP THtSE GUYS~ 

,wHEN YOu }~~ET TtE EN&MY HAVE, SAf\lCTUAR'ES~ YOU·REIN 
AN UNSOUNIlJ M II;. IT AR. Y POSTtRE. WE C0UlO W t N Tt£ WAR 
WITH Tf£ SAME SALAMI TACT-tCS THE ENEMY USES. WE COtJLO 
~UN A~OSSTtE tAOT 1 AN BORDER, DESTROY,~ HIS ,SO!:'PLY DEPOTS 

, AND PulL nuT. wE CtlulO GR'AB A "CHuNK' OF" REAL ESTATE . 
NoRTH O.F"rHEDMZ AND TELL HIM TftAT IS ALlWE-RE GOt'NG. 
TO TAKE 'FOR NOW~ PRETTY SOON f£-S 'GtHNG TO GET THE 
P'CTuRE~' HAVE THE FEELING wE'REREALLY~JOT WORKING AT 
uT Il lZ ING. OuR MAXIMUM CAPABIL IT'ES~. ~TTHE SAME TIME THE 
ENEMY" S puTTr NG OuT A MAXIMuM EFFORT. IT W"LL COST 
AMERICA L'ESS TO'wlNTHIS NOwTHAN'lT Will TO DR·IFT AWHILE 
AN\') HAVE ANOTHtR 'TO F1GHT~:.~ IF YOU WERE ASKt::D AT THE WAR 
COLLEGE t,HAT TACTICS TO USE IN VfETNAM, AND YOU ANSWERED 
THAT lHEENEMY SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO OPERA'TE FREELY ,N 
L~'OT I AN A.ND DMZ SANCTuAR tES, YOu -0 FLUNK THE 'COURSE. ~ ttM 
2. ,REQUEST. YOu ASCERTA rN, w tTHOUT .. OELAYTFfE CIRCUMSTANCES ' , 

,
. Sl)RRBuNDING THIS INTERVIEW, TO,INCLtJ[)E EXACTLY WHAT WAS f 
i SA10 BY GENERAL DAvtS' '. . " 

, 

sse NOTE 1: DELIVER DURING DuTY HOURS 
:Jt9faIN 
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0 0413252 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
FM GENERAL ABRAMS COMUSMACV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG 1.11 MAF
ZEM
SECRET MAC 4251 EYES ONLY
1. A UPI STORY OF 1 APRIL BY DAVID LAMB QUOTED GENERAL
DAVIS AT LENGTH. THOSE PARTS OF THE STORY CONTAINING
DIRECT AND INDIRECT QUOTES ARE AS FOLLOWS: "IT MAKES
NO SENSE TO WATCH 400 TRUCKS A DAY MOVING THROUGH LAOS
WITH AMMUNITION TO KILL AMERICANS," SAID MAJ. GEN.

"THE QUICKEST WAY TO SHORTEN THIS WARRAYMOND DAVIS
IS TO DESTROY THESE SANCETUARIES. I M NOT TRYING TO RAISE
THE ANTE, BUT WE CAME HERE TO ASSURE THE FREEDOM OF
SOUTH VIETNAM, AND I DON'T THINK THAT CAN BE ACCOMPL SHED
WITH ANYTHING LESS THAN THE DEFEAT OF THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE ARMY". BARRING A SETTLEMENT IN PAR OR
NEW POLICIES FROM WASHINGTON, DOAVIS SAID THE COMMUNISTS
COULD CONTINUE THEIR CURRENT WAR TEMPO INDEF INITELY.N
"WE'LL NEVER SETTLE THE WAR JUST SITTING HERE. DAVIS
SAID IN AN INTERVIEW THAT ALLIED STABS INTO LAOS AND THE
SOUTHERN FRINGES OF NORTH VIETNAM WOULD BE MORE
MILITAR ILY ADVANT AGEOUS THAN THE RESUMPTION OF BOMBING
BECAUSE THE COMMUNISTS HAD LEARNED TO LIVE WITH THE
AIR TRIKES. "I D RATHER BE FREE TO ATTACKS THEM IN THEIR
VULNERABLE AREAST- LAOS AND THE DMZ. NO ONE WANTS TO
SAY IT PUBLICLY, BUT WE VE GOT TO WHIP THE SE GUYS.
WHEN YOU LET THE ENEMY HAVE SANCTUARIES, YOU'RE IN
AN UNSOUND MIL IT ARY POSTURE. WE COULD WIN THE WAR
WITH THE SAME SALAMI TACTICS THE ENEMY USES. WE COULD
RUN ACROSS THE LAOTIAN BORDER, DESTROY HIS SUPPLY DEPOTS
AND PULL OUT. WE COULD GRAB A CHUNK OF REAL ESTATE
NORTH OF THE DMZ AND TELL HIM THAT IS ALL WE'RE GOING
TO TAKE FOR NOW. PRETTY SOON HE'S GOING TO GET THE
PICTURE. I HAVE THE FEELING WE'RE REALLY NOT WORKING AT
UTILIZING OUR MAXIMUM CAPABIL ITIES. AT THE SAME TIME THE
ENEMY IS PUTTING OUT A MAXIMUM EFFORT. IT WILL COST
AMER ICA LESS TO WIN THIS NOW THAN IT WILL TO DR.IFT A WHILE
AND HAVE ANOTHER TO FIGHT IF YOU WERE ASKED AT THE WAR
COLLEGE WHAT TACTICS TO USE IN VIETNAM, AND YOU ANSWERED
THAT THE ENEMY SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO OPERATE FREELY IN
LAOT IAN AND DMZ SANCTUARIES, YOU.D FLUNK THE COURSE.

Mr
2. REQUEST YOU ASCERTAIN WITHOUT DELAY THE CIRCUMSTANCES
SURROUNDING THIS INTERVIEW, TO INCLUDE EXACTLY WHAT WAS
SAID BY GENERAL DAVIS

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
400N
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COPY * COPIES RECOOF-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE
T OF SECRET MAO 4287 EYES ONLYINITIALSECTION CODEROUTE

OUTIN

3. CG REMARKS

4 DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED
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f FM._GE:N AB~:AMS COMUSMACV 
TOLTGNIGKERSONCG III MAF 
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. TOP S E.CR E T MAC lJ287 EYES ONey ADDRESSEES 
1:· CTS) T:~ FOLLOW I NG MESSAGE FROM. JCS rs QUOT-EO FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION. .... 
QUOTE 
FM JOS 0314302 APR 69 . 
TO Ctt-JCP~C 

INF'O COMUSMACV· . . 
SUBJ! VJETNAMOEMIt!ITARIZEO ZONE(U) _, 
R~FS: ·A •. CINCPAC 230318Z MAR 68; 8. MACV ;797/851105Z MAR 68: 
1. (T8) REFS A AND B CONTA IN ESTIMATE THAT PREPARATORY BOMBARD~ 
MENT OF ENEMY POSIT·, ONS NORTH pF TrE PMOL 1 S NOT. A PREREQUI SITE 
TO COf'DuCTlt'JG LARGE SCALE GROUNa OPERAATIONS .IN n~ DMZ SOUTH OF 
THE PMOL, .PROVIDED CURRENT RULES OF ENGAGEMENT CONCERNING, RETURN 
OF FIRE FR OM f>JVNREMA t N IN .EFFECT: ... 
2; (U)· l'HE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AFTER DISCuSSION OF YOUR VIEns 
A"n TI-£ R_ATIONALE IN'REFRENCEO MESSAGES, ·ARE RECOMMENDING; REPEAT 
RECOMMEND INGTO HIGHER AuTHOR ITY THAT CURRENT RULES OF ENGA,GEMENT 
BE MOO fFlE:O '50 THAT: .. \ 

i A~ Aul'HOR IT-V BE GRANTED TO CONOUCTGROUND OPERAT I ON OF NOT 
: GREATER THAN BRJGAOESJZE IN THE DMZ SOUTH· OF THE PMDL~ ANY OPERATION 
,. UNOERTAKEt\1 Ut\1QER THIS AuTHOR ITY WOULD NOT EXCEED fiVE DAYS IN DUR7 

ATt ON~ C~luSMACVWOULD BE REQuIRED TO PROV toE FORTY-E ICHT .HOURS 
NOTIFlCAT10tN OF" St3GH OPERAT,IONS TO n£ SECRETARY OF STATE, 
SECRETARY OF" DEFENSE, JC5,' CINCPAC~' AND AMER ICAf'.l EMBASSY PAR'!S;· 
ATTENT I ON~: L T GEN WEYAND, PR lOR TO UNOERTAK I NGTf£: OPERAT ION.' 
BATTALIONi7SIZE OR SMALLER OPE~,ATIONS COULD 8E CONDUCTED WITH 
TwENTY~F'O(!lRHOL1RS PRIOR NOTIFICATION OF TI-£ AFOREMENTIONED 
AI,)THOR IT IES~ , . 
8.·RECOMMEND·ATIONS FOR OPERATIONS OF LARGER THAN BRIGADE SIZE IN Tf£ . 

) - ~rn.4ZS0UTHOF PMDL ~OULD BE CONSlOEREO AT THE WASHINGTON LEVEL ON 
I A CASE 7BY ,·OA SE BAS I s~, 
I c~ A-UTHORJTY BE GRANTED TO CONDuCT OPERATtONStN .THE DMZ SOUTH OF . 

THE ?MOL ~HEN uNDER ENEMY ATTACK AS NECESSARY TO PRESERVE TI-£ FORCE. 
o~ INTl-ECONOUCT OF.THESE OPERATIONS NO REPEAT NO GROUND FORCES ~/) 

"INOOLD CR01SS TI-E !=lMDL. . 
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0 0508442 ZYH ZFF-6 ZFF73
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG 111 MAF
INFO LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
OPSECRET MAC 4287 EYES ONLY ADDRESSEES

1. (TS) THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM JCS IS QUOTED FOR YOUR
INFORMATION.
QUOTE

031430Z APR 69FM JCS
TO CINCPAC
INFO COMUSMACV
SUBJ: VIETNAM DEMILITARIZED ZONE (U)
REFS: A. CINCPAC 230318Z MAR 68; B. MACV 3797/851105Z MAR 68.
1. (TS) REFS A AND B CONTAIN ESTIMATE THAT PREPARATORY BOMBARD-
MENT OF ENEMY POSITIONS NORTH OF THE PMDL IS NOT A PREREQUISITE
TO CONDUCTING LARGE SCALE GROUND OPERAATIONS IN THE DMZ SOUTH OF
THE PMDL, PROVIDED CURRENT RULES OF ENGAGEMENT CONCERNING RETURN
OF FIRE FROM NVN REMAIN IN EFFECT.

(U) THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AFTER DISCUSSION OF YOUR VIEWS2.
AND THE RATIONALE IN REFRENCED MESSAGES, ARE RECOMMENDING; REPEAT
RECOMMENDING TO HIGHER AUTHORITY THAT CURRENT RULES OF ENGAGEMENT
BE MODIFIED SO THAT:

A. AUTHORITY BE GRANTED TO CONDUCT GROUND OPERATION OF NOT
GREATER THAN BRIGADE SIZE IN THE DMZ SOUTH OF THE PMDL. ANY OPERATION
UNDERTAKEN UNDER THIS AUTHORITY WOULD NOT EXCEED FIVE DAYS IN DUR 7

ATION. COMUSMACV WOULD BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE FORTY-EIGHT HOUR S
NOTIFICATION OF SUCH OPERATIONS TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, JCS, CINCPAC, AND AMERICAN EMBASSY PARIS,
ATTENTION: LT GEN WEYAND, PR 10R TO UNDERTAKING THE OPERATION.
BATTALION7SIZE OR SMALLER OPERATIONS COULD BE CONDUCTED WITH
TWENTY-FOUR HOUR S PR I OR NOTIFICATION OF THE AFOREMENTIONED
AUTHORITIES.
B. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR OPERATIONS OF L.ARGER THAN BRIGADE SIZE IN THE
DMZ SOUTH OF PMDL WOULD BE CONSIDERED AT THE WASHINGTON LEVEL ON
A CASE7BY-CASE BASIS.
C. AUTHORITY BE GRANTED TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS IN THE DMZ SOUTH OF
THE PMDL WHEN UNDER ENEMY ATTACK AS NECESSARY TO PRESERVE THE FORCE.
D. IN THE CONDUCT OF THESE OPERATIONS NO REPEAT NO GROUND FORCES

7(1)
WOULD CROSS THE PMDL.

7111
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, ',. '(is)-f[~T-fHfs rr~CO!\mE't;lDA'rJ ON WEHAVE~J(iT REPEAT-~JOT ~·RE-QUESTED-···-­
AUTHOR1TYFOR PREPARATORY 80MBAfmMENT NORTH OF THE PMDL. 

, ; b~ CTS) REf'"ERENCE 8 I NO I CATES THAT COMUSMACV 1 S CONSTANTLL Y uP-' 
DATING TARGETING OF EI\IEMY ARTILLERY NORTH OF THE PMDLIN ORDER 
TO ,BE PREPAREO TO COUNTER ENEMY FIRE FROM THAT AREA~ no£: JOINT 
CHIEf'S OF STAFF CONSIDER IT ESSENTIAL THAT CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF 
ENEMY CAPABIL trIES IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ CONT'NUE~ AND' 
PARTICUlARLY AS CONCERNS ARTILLERY ANO MORTAR CAPAB'L'TIES~ IT IS 

1 REQUESTED 'THAT THE: JOINT crt 'E~S OF' STAFF BE KEPT FlLl,.Y I NFORMED ~ 
'THR0t1G'rrTfl1TEtLfGEfitCE"CHANNELS, "OF -THOSECAPABTL IT IE'S, rN""ORTIER 

(I, THA'T CONT ,NUl NG EVALUATION OF THE 'A80VE RECOMMEND AT IONS MAY 
" BE MAOE~' , , " ' 
5~(S) INn£ jGS DISCUSS, ... QN$.IT WAS FURTHER HID'CATEOTHAT~ 
I'N THE I.:: VE NT THAT niE ABOVERECO);AMENOATtONS WERE APPR OVEO~ IT 

, MI GHT Bf!:~:PPROPR fATE BOTH FOR 'POL 1T1ClL ;&.NO M1L ITARY REASONS THAT 
TfE. 1NITI AlL MAJOR ATTACK SF; CONDUCTED BY ARVN~ YOU SHOULD ' 
CONSIDER THIS IN ANY FURTHER PLANNHltG I HAl YOU MAY 00 ON THE 
.SUBJE CT ~ ; . 
6~ (TS) IT" IS REITERATED .THAT THEfOREGOtNG CONSTtTUTES A 
RECOMME~lHTIOj\J 8EI~jG MADE TO HiGHi:.R AUTHORi iY B'r' lit JOINl CHIEFS 
OF STAFF AND DOES NOT REPEAT Nor AT THI S r:'ME' CONST fTUTE ANY 
CHANGE IN CURRENT OPERATING RUt.ESOF ENGAGEMENT. THERE HAS BEEN 
NO REPEAT NO INDICATION OF APPROVAL OF THE- RECOMMENDATIONS 
OESCR IBEDtN PARA 2, AND DtScuSStONS WITH HIGHER AUTHORITY 
lNO I CATE THAT THE L 1 KEL I HOOD OF EARLY RECE I PT OF THESE AUTHOR IT IES 
,S NOT REPl::AT NOT GREAT. . 

. GP-1 
~ tJ~JQUOTE . .' 
; 2. cu) REQuEST YOu PROV fOE ME rrlTHYOURCOMMENTS ON QUOTED 
:1) MESSAGE NOT' LATER THAN HI APR IL 1969. 
, GP-1 

I 

SSO NOTE: DEL IVf;R DU~ I NG DUTY HOUR S 
6~", 

DECLASSIFIED 

i 
I 
I, 
I 
i 

3. (TS) IN THIS RECOMMENDATION WE HAVE NOT REPEAT NOT REQUESTED
AUTHORITY FOR PREPARATORY BOMBARDMENT NORTH OF THE PMDL.
4. (TS) REFERENCE B INDICATES THAT COMUSMACV IS CONSTANTLLY UP-
DATING TARGETING OF ENEMY ARTILLERY NORTH OF THE PMDL IN ORDER
TO BE PREPARED TO COUNTER ENEMY FIRE FROM THAT AREA. THE JOINT
CHIEFS OF STAFF CONSIDER IT ESSENTIAL THAT CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF
ENEMY CAPABILITIES IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ CONTINUE, AND
PARTICULARLY AS CONCERNS ARTILLERY AND MORTAR CAPABILITIES. IT IS
REQUESTED THAT THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF BE KEPT FULLY INFORMED,
THROUGH INTELLIGENCE CHANNELS, OF THOSE CAPABILITIES, IN ORDER
THAT CONTINUING EVALUATION OF THE ABOVE RECOMMENDATIONS MAY
BE MADE.
5. (S) IN THE JGS DISCUSSIONS IT WAS FURTHER INDICATED THAT,
IN THE EVENT THAT THE ABOVE RECOMMENDATIONS WERE APPROVED, IT
MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE BOTH FOR POLITICAL AND MILITARY REASONS THAT
THE INITIAL MAJOR ATTACK BE CONDUCTED BY ARVN. YOU SHOULD
CONSIDER THIS IN ANY FURTHER PLANNING THAT YOU MAY DO ON THE
SUBJECT.
6. (TS) IT IS REITERATED THAT THE FOREGOING CONSTITUTES A
RECOMMENDATION BEING MADE TO HIGHER AUTHORITY BY THE JOINT CHIEFS
OF STAFF AND DOES NOT REPEAT NOT AT THIS TIME CONSTITUTE ANY
CHANGE IN CURRENT OPERATING RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. THERE HAS BEEN
NO REPEAT NO INDICATION OF APPROVAL OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS
DESCRIBED IN PARA 2, AND DISCUSSIONS WITH HIGHER AUTHORITY
INDICATE THAT THE LIKELIHOOD OF EARLY RECEIPT OF THESE AUTHORITIES
IS NOT REPEAT NOT GREAT.
GP-1
UNQUOTE
2. (U) REQUEST YOU PROVIDE ME WITH YOUR COMMENTS ON QUOTED
MESSAGE NOT LATER THAN 10 APRIL 1969.
GP-1

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
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~~ FM CG THiRD MAROrV 
~lO CG III MM' " 

• 

~~~~~\:"G RET SPECAl . -!/ o EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGE.N NICKt:RSON FROil} MAJGc.N'DAVlS 
~ COORDINA"CION OF' AIR"'GROUND OPERATIONS: " :~ 
~~ 19 MY PREfiEftRED SOL U1 ION TO THE SUBJii.Cl P-ROBlEM t~ OUlD BE AS 
y~ FOLlOVJ S1I " • 
~/ A" GROUND OPERATIONS IN VIE.TN{-\!'1 Ri-QU;lRE- THE HIGHEST DEGREE. 
~. 0(1 COORDl!~A1~10N OF AIR AND GROUND Folfc~s INTO A SINGLE !NSTRU.-; 
~ MENT OF COMBAT POWER." £FFlCT IVe. .c.NPl..OYM£Ni Of THE AVIA! ION 
~ El..ENIHH S OF ANY AIR"'GROUND r c.AM "Rt.QUIRE.S 'tHAI AVIAT ION SUPPORT 
ff"~ Ell. RAPIDLY Hi.SPot~S!Vli IN 'fiRMS OF TIME; AND. THE TAIl..ORING OF 
~~ CAPABILIty 1'0 MiET THi Ni!.i.DS Oft THe. GROUNJl COM~1ANDERe THIS 
~ ReQUIREMENT IS iSP£CIAL.LY Pf...fHINENT TO OP~RATIONS IN THE THIRD 
~ MARD!V AO" PROXHUTY TO TH~ J:.Nr..M,Y THREAT ",HARBORED IN AND 
;I"~ NOR! H OF I Hf: DMZ A NO IN LAOS f AND, Vi 10 ~l Y D lSPi.R SED OFFE NSIVE 
/'~ O?E.:RATlONS CO~DUCrW THROUGHOUT THE AO D-c.MAND THAT THIRD MAADIV 
~.,I FORCES PO SSE:SS A HIGH D E.GRE..~ of FLi.XIBIL IT;ll' A NO Rii.SPO NSE"'''' " 

~ .. : 
~ PAGE 2 RUMHVP 0565 S ~ C R Ii I - ; 
~~ A DEMAND THJ:iT CAN BE M.i1T ONL,( BY 'HIE SUPPORT OF AVIA! ION 
;l'J.: ELEMENTS POSSESSING A COMPARABLe. CAPABILITY" 
PJ.: Bil EXPERIENC£ OVER iVlANY MOffEHS HAS CL.EARLY HEVEALED tHAt 
~~ THE CURR£~ SYSTEM OF HIGHLY CENtRAtIZ~D;COMMAND, CONTROL AND 
~ COORDINATI0~J AUTHROIl'Y OF AIR Orl!:RATIONS lJl:nHIN III MAF DOES 
~~ N01 MEET THE~ N£EDS OF !H~ THltRD MARC IVa W:HILE CERTAIN FIRST 
~/ MAW RESOURCE,S ARE VIRTUALLY CO"'LOCAU.DW:!T;H THE THIRD MARDIV, 
VJ.: CEt\1l'RAL IZED AUl'HOR!TY fs rUNCTUONING AT A)O !STANCE TOO GREAT 
#~ FOR EFFICIENT l) EFFE.CT IVi. SUPPORT 6 ~ " 

~ Ce CU:'ARl.Y, SOM£. DEGRE-£. OF Df-CE.NTRALIZED AUTHORITY OVER 
~ AVIATION .ELl~:fljgNrS IN SUPPORT oF' THe 1~_HIRD f4ARD IV IS R.EQUIREDo 
#~ T HE PURPOSE OF tHIS ME.SSAG1:: IS IO PROPOSi..: SUCH' A NARRANGEME:N'1i 0 

#~ Do IT IS Ri!.COMMi:OOED THAt AN AVIATIOI\!"GENE.~AL OFFICER BE , 
f/' ~ ?~RMANEN!L Y. ASS!GNED TO TM!;. MOST APPROPR.IATE. lOCA! ION IN NORTH'" 
#.,1 ERtIJ ICTZ g A~ID THAT HE: BE VliSTED \41TH TH~ CO!1JM£NSURAl'EAUTH-
~~ ORltV TO ENSURE E.FFECTIVE: AIR SUPPORT OF l~HE THIRD :vlARDIVe 
~ ! HE E SSE NT lAt. El...!i.ME rn S OF HI S A ur HOR I:r v A-ND HE SPO NSJ.B IL It IES 
~~ ARE AS FO~1..OIWSg" " 
#'~ <U ESSE.NTIALLY, Hi. WOULD HAvt:SOl..E AUTHORITY TO ASSIGN' 
~~~~MISS!ONS OR TASKS TO tHOS£: AVIATION iL-~M~~rrl:i ASSIGNED OR 'fO 

y I'-""@ ,,,,," E"10"F~ ":,,, """""--ES· ! ~ ~'~ f 1 ;1 R { .... r A v __ " - i~'" H~ -
1~ 
~ ~~ 

111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY~OF ~COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

ZNY SSSSS
P 05 03 027 APR 69
FM CG THIRD MARDIV
TO CG III MAF
BT
SECRET SPECAT
EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FROM MAJGEN'DAVIS
COORDINATION OF AIR-GROUND OPERATIONS
1. MY PREFERRED SOLUTION TO THE SUBJECT PROBLEM WOULD BE AS
FOLLOWS:

A. GROUND OPERATIONS IN VIETNAM REQUIRE THE HIGHEST DEGREE
OF COORDINATION OF AIR AND GROUND FORCES INTO A SINGLE INSTRU-
MENT OF COMBAT POWER. EFFECTIVE EMPLOYMENT OF THE AVIATION
ELEMENTS OF ANY AIR-GROUND TEAM REQUIRES THAT AVIATION SUPPORT
Bill RAPIDLY RÉSPONSIVE IN TERMS OF TIME AND THE TAILORING OF
CAPABILITY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE GROUND COMMANDER. THIS
REQUIREMENT IS ESPECIALLY PERTINENT TO OPERATIONS IN THE THIRD
MARDIV AO. PROXIMITY TO THE ENEMY THREAT HARBORED IN AND
NORTH OF THE DMZ AND IN LAOS, AND WIDELY DISPERSED OFFENSIVE
OPERATIONS CONDUCTED THROUGHOUT THE AO DEMAND THAT THIRD MARDIV
FORCES POSSESS A HIGH DEGREE OF FLEXIBILITY AND RESPONSE--

PAGE 2 RUMHVP 8565 SECRET
A DEMAND THAT CAN BE MEI ONLY BY THE SUPPORT OF AVIATION
ELEMENTS POSSESSING A COMPARABLE CAPABILITY.

B. EXPERIENCE OVER MANY MONTHS HAS CLEARLY REVEALED THAT
THE CURRENT SYSTEM OF HIGHLY CENTRALIZED COMMAND, CONTROL AND
COORDINATION AUTHROITY OF AIR OPERATIONS WITHIN III MAF DOES
NOT MEET THE NEEDS OF THE THIRD MARDIV. WHILE CERTAIN FIRST
MAW RESOURCES ARE VIRTUALLY CO-LOCATED WITH THE THIRD MARD IV
CENTRALIZED AUTHORITY IS FUNCTUONING AT A DISTANCE TOO GREAT
FOR EFFICIENT, EFFECTIVE SUPPORT.

C. CLEARLY, SOME DEGREE OF DECENTRALIZED AUTHORITY OVER
AVIATION ELEMENTS IN SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARD IV IS REQUIRED.
THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO PROPOSE SUCH'AN ARRANGEMENT.

D. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT AN AVIATION GENERAL OFFICER BE
PERMANENTLY ASSIGNED TO THE MOST APPROPRIATE LOCATION IN NORTH-
ERN ICTZ, AND THAT HE BE VESTED WITH THE COMMENSURATE AUTH-
ORITY TO ENSURE EFFECTIVE AIR SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARDIV.
THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF HIS AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES
ARE AS FOLLOWS:

(1) ESSENTIALLY, HE WOULD HAVE SOLE AUTHORITY TO ASSIGN
MISSIONS OR TASKS TO THOSE AVIATION ELEMENTS ASSIGNED OR TO

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES

SECRET/ OF 3 COPIESCOPY111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68)

#25

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~ . 

~ ~[~~1r • 

~ 
~ I 
~ 
~ ~ . 

• 

~ PAGe 3 PUMHVP 0565 S ~ eRE T .. ', ',: 
~ BE ASSIGNED IN SUPPORT Of THE. THIRD MARD~V .. AS ,~ MINIMUMs 

~0 SUCH AUTHORITY WOULD· £XIST WITH R~SPECT t.o MAGe>39 p DONG HA 
~/ DASC, VCB DAse AND WOULD INCLUDt. SUCH OJ-HER AV~ATION ELEMENTS 
jf"~ WHICH MAY BE ASSIGNt.D FROM Tlt~t'.. TO T1i1b!."'!'O AUG~j£NT r'1AG""39 OR 
jf" ~ SUPPORT A SPECIF! C THIRD MARD lV OPf..RAT 10000 
~ (2) ,HE WOULD B£ Rr..QU-IRi.D TO ANSWER D!REC1LY REQUi:.STS 

jl'/, BY CG ~~~R~EMc~~tx ~~:\J~U~~O~~EO~R~~~f~1t~~~VI~)OR TO CG 
~ THIRD MARDIV ON ALL AIR f'lATTt.RS~ ltJORKING.HJ CLOSE COORDINA"" 
~/ T ION WITH THE. DIV AIR OFFICER .. 
;//. 20; UNDER THE ABOVE. ARRANGf..Ml:.NI9 THr.. A.IR CONMANDER AND 7HE 
~/ CG THIRD MARDIV ~JOULD MAINIAIN A CLOS'~ AND CONTINUOUS Rr..LATIONo 
J / SHIP II TO E NSURi. THAT ~ ~XCEpr ! N l!.(11c.RG£ NCH.S Ni:.HH£R WOULD 
~/. ·NAKE DE:CISIONS AFFt:CTING THE. OTHER WITHOUT CONSULTATIONo 

~ NOT HI NG HERE.l N SHOULD BE CONSTR iJl:.D AS A SUBORD! NAT ION Or AV If:!'" 
~/. T ION EL£ME~jrS TO A GROUND COMM.!H!DcR"S AUTHORITY OR A DEGRADe> 
;f"/ A! ION OF' T HE. OVERALL COI1)MAND AUT HOR II y'; OF 'CG L I MAFI CG r IR 5T 
~~ MAW$ FOR EXfl,MPLE. 1l CG III MAr WOULD CONTl[~.mi. TO ALLOCATE 
~ AVIATION RESOURCES TO PROVIDk. A'IR SUPP.ORI· THAT IS MOST 
~/. ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE THIRD NAF AS A WHOl.E·~ 

~ .. ~~ '., 
;/'/ PAG~" RUMliVP 0565S Ii. C R 1. T .. 
~ f 30 1 \!JILL CONI INUi:. to' t.XPLORt. I Hl::.. SPEclFICS OF YOURCONV£R"" 
~ SA!ION CONCER~lNG COMMAND OF AIR \lJITHIN THE TH1RD ~1ARDIV AOo 
;~I"~/f 48 MAJGE.N DtlVIS Si.rmS~ . 
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BE ASSIGNED IN SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARDIV. AS A MINIMUM,
SUCH AUTHORITY WOULD EXIST WITH RESPECT TO MAG-39, DONG HA
DASC, VCB DASC AND WOULD INCLUDE SUCH OTHER AVIATION ELEMENTS
WHICH MAY BE ASSIGNED FROM TIME TO TIME TO AUGMENT MAG-39 OR
SUPPORT A SPECIFIC THIRD MARD IV OPERATION.

(2) HE WOULD BE REQUIRED TO ANSWER DIRECILY REQUESTS
BY CG THIRD MARDIV FOR SUPPORT OR ASSISTANCE.

(3) HE WOULD SERVE AS THE PRINCIPAL ADVISOR TO CG
THIRD MARDIV ON ALL AIR MATTERS, WORKING IN CLOSE COORDINA-
TION WITH THE DIV AIR OFFICER.
2. UNDER THE ABOVE ARRANGEMENT , THE AIR COMMANDER AND THE
CG THIRD MARDIV WOULD MAINTAIN A CLOSE AND CONTINUOUS RELATION-
SHIP, TO ENSURE THAI, EXCEPT IN EMERGENCIES NEITHER WOULD
MAKE DECISIONS AFFECTING THE OTHER WITHOUT CONSULTATION.
NOTHING HEREIN SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS A SUBORDENATION OF AVIA
TION ELEMENTS TO A GROUND COMMANDER'S AUTHORITY OR A DEGRAD-
ATION OF THE OVERALL COMMAND AUTHORITY OF CG III MAF/CG FIRST
MAW. FOR EXAMPLE, CG III MAF WOULD CONTINUE TO ALLOCATE
AVIATION RESOURCES TO PROVIDE AIR SUPPORT THAT IS MOST
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE THIRD MAF AS A WHOLE.

PAGE 4 RUMHVP 05 65 SECRAT I
3. I WILL CONTINUE TO EXPLORE THE SPECIFICS OF YOUR CONVER-
SATION CONCERNING COMMAND OF AIR WITHIN THE THIRD MARDIV AO.
4. MAJGEN DAVIS SENDS.
GY-4
BT
0565
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R.:Fg ;fJAC 42.37/05,a844Z APR 69. " 
1. j-i2:RL':\'!ITH ARc iilY CO;"i[JEr~TS (GECDAVIS CO(l!CURRING) ON RZF;i:RZjl:Ci 
i'£SSAG2~D::' r, ;~~ _______ ...t:. r ni._.:--< Ji2. c;,-,..., CO;'1;'li£NT3SAJE G;S!~HE:D TO I $l~~CIFI 7t\!TA'GtrAFliS/SU3PArfAGRAPH5 OFf QJOTE0 M2:SSAGZ (JCS 0.31430Z 

I· tfR). 

l
' ;:, THZ OV2RALL Ti-JUST OF JCS RCCOMf1E[~j)AT 10ilS FOR L IBEj~AL IZAT lOt.! Of 

WRRZNT ROE IS HEARTILYINJORSED. If APPROVED g THE NEN AJTriO~ITIE5 

\ 

t,;JILL GO FAR TO DEWSTii:Z ENE;·.jY T;iE ADVAf~TAGES Hr.: HAS Zl";JOYiD Ii'; 
THi:: SO:.;ZHER.I': HALF OF THE DrilZ SI[I)CE 1 NOVZf43ER. 
~ R Z f PAR A 2 A ~ I A· APPRECIATE: TriG: [·jZCt::SSITY FOR ADVANCE [l;OTIF'ICATIONAND CO[!-

I, 

SlOZii TtilS ['jAiJAGEA3LZ SINCE OPEHATIONS WiLL, IN NOST li'JSTAP;CiS, D~ 
tRE:PLAI'!l~':D. fiiY Rt:COIYil'lENDATION IS HeH ADVld~CE 1'!OTlFICATIOtJ .:iiQUlrlELl 
cr r1Y n~ADQIJART2RS BZ I~OT GREATEii THAi'! 72 MlD AS.HOURS RESP2:CT IV£­
LY. C!4Y l-nTERPR£TATIor~ OJ<- SUBPARA :::: IS THAT W;iILE REPORT OF ACTUAL 
Z'jTRY :;';OULD 3E [\1ADE IfvJi1EDIATELY, THE ADVAflC2 r·10T1FICATION ;:(ZQUI;~i!:­
[rENT ',":OULD NOT APPLY; SEE: PARA 5B~ BELO\~) I B. IT IS i~OST DESIRABLE Ti-fAT THE FIVE DAY LIf1ITATIO{,j O[~ DUFLHlOf\ 

J 0' OPiRATIOI~JS BLi: REi'iOV2:D. OPd;RATIONS It; THE: EAST£?N HALF OF TdE Di1Z 
1 R.2:. i~OT L J /(t:LY TO LAST r'lORi:!: THMJ TWO OR THREE DAYS. HOrJEVER ~ TH2 VERY I RJGGZi) T£RRA'[I; OF TilE CENTRAL Al'lD ~IESTERi'J PORTIONS OF TiE Dr'lZ, ~\iHIC;-t 
'\ !1~K:::S j,;OV2]I};'i:NT AND SEARCH EXCEEDIl\GLY SLO'.'t!7 IS ANOTtlEfI STOHYj OUR 

J

, txP2R IEr-JCE: PH lOR TO 1 [·;OVE!1BER WAS THAT f1UCH LONG2:R PER laDS OF 
TLVlE li':2:RE R~CQUIH;!D TO GET A JOB DONE I ~l GOOD W2ATHER. B2.:YOj,;0 'T1-1I5, 

I j'tATi-lER Vt\R :tABLES [vlAY PRECLUDE FIXED AND ROTARY WINGS\.JPPORT FOR 
! iERIOJJ50? SEVERAL DAYS IMH2:DIATELY FOLLO\f'fI~~G INITIATION OF A\I: OPER­
i If IO:~, THUS ENFORCli~G A STA;ilD DOI"jl'! OF OFF£.~'~3IVE ACTIVITY. IT ~'JOULD 
I lE t~OST I NOPPORTU:\lE TO WlTHDRMI A BATTALIOt'] WHEN IT WAS HALfWAY 
! . Tt·iROUGH A BUNKZR COi'JPLEX J:..;ST BECAUSE THE F IVE DAY L 1f11 T HAD EX.., 

PIRED. L nOUi'iD TE2REFORELIKE TO SEE Ti-iIS PROVISO HOD fflED BY THE 
tPJITIOr~ or< EITHEf( "NORt"ALLY" OR "EXCEPT UNDER SPr.:CfAL ZXIGENCIES." 
1i';~ A~TERNATI ... n::· TO l'fJODIFIED WORDING r,!OuLD BE AfJ UND!!:KSTAl'iDI[~G AS 
E2TWZEH CON LIS!.:] A CV A lID H IG HEFi AUTHORf TY EfAT IT MIGHT ~BE ill IL IT ARI L Y =:. 
DISADVANTi~e~:O:Js TO S?;T:-:ti':::T AT L:Z :::J 87 ,'IV': uAY;;;; A::;:' T::AT , ~r 
t;":~~:C~IJi/~I.~ ~~C"~~~tl~~~Q>: ''-O:';:''')~;;: ,:,:.;TC.·l!,Tf::, SJ':'.!':::C7,TO ::OTf;:-I:;'-&'Qll 
II ..;.. J" I, • .:. v L. v,J.J .... 1 b', ''''-:' ..;,. . - -. ..- - ~. --' .-
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TO LTG MISHER SC CG 111 AF
KOO GEN ABRAMS COMUSHACV
ZCM

TOPSECRET PHB 0641 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: VIETNAM DEMILITARIZED ZONE ('J)
RCF: MAC 4287/05.0844Z APR 69.
1. HEREWITH ARE MY COMMENTS (GEN DAVIS CONCURRING) ON REFERENCE
MESSAGETAS BASTS FOR MAF REPLY THERETO COMMENTSSAJE GEARED TO
PECIFIC PARAGRAPHS/ SUBPARAGRAPHS OF, QUOTED MESSAGE (JCS 0314302
APR).
2 THE OVERALL THRUST OF JCS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LIBERALIZAT ION OF
CURRENT ROE IS HEART ILY INDORSED. IF APPROVED, THE NEW AUTHORITIES
WILL GO FAR TO DENYSTHE ENEMY THE ADVANTAGES RE HAS ENJOYED IN
THE SOUZHERN HALF OF THE DMZ SINCE 1 NOVEMBER.
3. RIF PARA 2A :

A. APPRECIATE THE NECESSITY FOR ADVANCE NOTIFICATION AND CON-
SIDER THIS MANAGEABLE SINCE OPERATIONS WILL, IN MOST INSTANCES, BE
REPLANNED. MY RECOMMENDATION IS THAT ADVANCE NOTIFICATION REQUIRED
or MY HEADQUARTERS BE NOT GREATER THAN 72 AND 48 HOURS RESPECTIVE-
LY. (MY INTERPRETATION OF SUBPARA C IS THAT WHILE REPORT OF ACTUAL
EITRY WOULD BE MADE IMMEDIATELY, THE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION REQUIRE-
RENT WOULD NOT APPLY; SEE PARA 5B, BELOW)

B. IT IS MOST DESIRABLE THAT THE FIVE DAY LIMITATION ON DURATION
OF OPERATIONS BE REMOVED. OPERATIONS IN THE EASTERN HALF OF THE DMZ
ARE NOT LIKELY TO LAST MORE THAN TWO OR THREE DAYS. HO VEVER, THE VERY
RUGGED TERRAIN OF THE CENTRAL AND WESTERN PORTIONS OF THE DMZ, WHICH
MAKES MOVEMENT AND SEARCH EXCEEDINGLY SLOW, IS ANOTHER STORY; OUR
EXPERIENCE PRIOR TO 1 NOVEMBER WAS THAT MUCH LONGER PERIODS OF
TIME WERE REQUIRED TO GET A JOB DONE IN GOOD WEATHER. BEYOND THIS,
WEATHER VARIABLES MAY PRECLUDE FIXED AND ROTARY WING SUPPORT FOR
ERIODS OF SEVERAL DAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING INITIATION OF AN OPER-
ATION, THUS ENFORCING A STAND DOWN OF OFFENSIVE ACTIVITY. IT WOULD
E MOST NOPPORTUNE TO WITHDRAW A BATTALION WHEN IT WAS HALFWAY
THROUGH A BUNKER COMPLEX JUST BECAUSE THE FIVE DAY LIMIT HAD EX-
PIRED. I. WOUWD THEREFORE LIKE TO SEE THIS PROVISO MODIFIED BY THE
ADDITION OF EITHER "NORMALLY" OR "EXCEPT UNDER SPECIAL EXIGENCIES.
THE ALTERNATIVE TO MODIFIED WORDING WOULD BE AN UNDERSTANDING AS
ETWEEN COMUSMACV AND HIGHER AUTHORITY THAT IT MIGHT BE MILITARILY
SADVANTAGHOUS TO EXTRACT AT THE IN OF FIVE DAYS: AND THAT

AUTHORITY FOR CONTINUATIO OULD DE AUTOMATIC, SUBJECT TO
NOT 17 15 - 8(1)1131 OF THE CIRCUISTS CEB.
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EDUSL V. IT WOULD BE t'lOST UNFORTUNATE FOR US I f THE EivEiqy rwal THAT. 
£ HAD TO BE CONCERNED ~ITH ONLY ONE FORAY AT A TIME. 
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5. R £: F P An A 2 C g 
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if( OV I 3 UO I,: • 
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8. REf PARA 4~ THIS IS A CONTINUOUSLY ON-GOING ACTION AT THIS' 

i-ft,uQ JAR! iR S. 
~ REF' PAR A 5 ~ 

A. FROf:l OUR PAROCHIAL VIEW, THERE ARE MO l\jILITAf~Y REAsor'iS VV;W THE 
2D ARVi',j REGT SHOiJLD UllTIATE THi FIRST RAID; HOWEVER, V'vE DO APPii£.:­
aAT~ THE POLITICAL DESIRABILITY THEREOF. THlRE WI(L 82 NO PROBLEM 
IN GETT I l,lG t,JiG TRUO ~i3 TO BE TlE LEADOFF ~1Af~. 

2. OPT 1l1:;~j~lLY~ LIERE.: SHOUll) Bi!: 'T',"JO SII1UlTA:'lEOUS ATTACKS (0 ['!2 
U3 ANi) Oii:r:: ~.?V'N) Of ROuGHLY BATTALION SIZ.t: EAC:--l AHD li'i TH2: ~ASTEiL: 
:-AlF OF T:iE Dt~Z. 
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C. IN YY INTERPRETATION, THE PROPOSED AUTHORITY PERMITS THE
SMILTANEOUS CONDUCT OF Two OR THREE BATTALIO SIZE OPERATIONS (AG-
REGATING NOT HORE THAN ONE BRIGADE). THIS IS IMPORTANT. PENDING
DEVELOPMENT OF THE ENEMY POSITIONS SOUTH OF THE BEN HAI THROUGH
EXTENSIVE RIF IN UP TO BATTALION STRENGTH, WE DO NOT ENVISAGE REGI-
MENTAL SIZE RAIDS. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS PATENTLY DESIRABLE-
TO EXPEDITE CLEARING, KEEP THE ENEMY OFF BALANCE AND DIFFUSE HIS CA-
PABILITY TO REACT BY FIRE, THAT WE PROBE IN SEVERAL AREAS SIMULTAN-
EDUSLY. IT WOULD BE MOST UNFORTUNATE FOR US IF THE ENEMY KNEW THAT
H HAD TO BE CONCERNED WITH ONLY ONE FORAY AT A TIME.
4. REF PARA 2B: NO COMMENT.
5. REF PARA 2C:

A. THIS PROPOSED AUTHORITY IS INTERPRETED TO ALLOW MANEUVER AT
WILL IN THE SOUTHERN HALF OF THE DMZ TO ELIMINATE ENEMY FORCES EN-
DANGERING FRIENDLY ELEMENTS SOUTH OF THE SOUTHERN TRACE--A VERY KEY
ROVISION.

B. ASSUMPTION IS THAT ONLY IMMEDIATE, AFTER THE FACT NOTIFICATION
IS REQUIRED FOR THE EXERCISE OF THISSAUTHORITY.
6. REF PARA 2D: NO COMMENT.
7. REF PARA 3: JCS POSITION CONSISTENT WITH OUR EARLIER INPUT.
8. REF PARA 4 : THIS IS A CONTINUOUSLY ON-GOING ACTION AT THIS
HEADQUARTERS.
of REF PARA 5:

A. FROM OUR PAROCHIAL VIEW, THERE ARE NO MILITARY REASONS WHY THE
2D ARVN REGT SHOULD INITIATE THE FIRST RAID; HOWEVER, WE DO APPRE-
CLATE THE POLITICAL DESIRABILITY THEREOF. THERE WILL BE NO PROBLEM
IN GETTING MG TR UO NG TO BE THE LEADOFF MAN.

B. OPT IM M M Y , THERE SHOULD BE TWO SIMULTANEOUS ATTACKS CONE
US AND ONE ARVN) OF ROUGHLY BATTALION SIZE EACH AND IN THE EASTERN
HALF OF THE DMZ.

C. IF THERE IS TO BE A SINGLE INITIAL OPERATION, WE DESIRE
CIN KEEPING WITH PAST PRECEDENT) TO REINFORCE ARVN ASSAULT UNITS
ITH US ARMOR AND GUNSHIPS.
GP- 1

SSO NOTE: DELIVER FIRST CONVENIENT DUTY HOUR
015

TOP SECRET
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1- INFORMATION 0710172 APR 69 COPY# 2 OF 6 COPIES RECOS - SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE
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30 (t~ ~EVENTH AIR 
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P0005945
PTYCZYUW RHMSMVA1627 8971600-CCCC RHMMAFA.
ZNY CCCCC
P 071017Z APR 68
FM COMUSMACV

FOR

TO 111 MAF DA NANG
RUNLBPN/CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
BT
C (pit) D E N ges fant AL 20906 III MAF FOR LTG NICKERSON
XXIV CORPS FOR LTG STILWELL
SUBJ: IMAGERY DESTRIBUTION (U)
REF: Ac III MAF 040528Z APR 69 (C)

Be COMUSMACV 050901Z APR 69 (C)
1 e (C) REFERENCE YOUR COMMENTS CONCERNING PHOTOGRAPHY SHOWN AT
THE WIEU ON 5 APR OUR RECORDS REVEAL THAT 111 MAF AND XXIV
CORPS WERE ON THE DISTRIBUTION LIST FOR THIS COVERAGE- THE
MISSION WAS YANKEE TEAM 627P FLOWN ON 25 MAR 69.
2. (C) INAUTRY REVEALS THAY A DUPLICATE NEGATIVE WAS DES
PATCHED TO XXIV CORPS BY THE 432ND TRW AT UDORN HOWEVER DIS
TRIBUTION WAS NOT MADE TO 111 MAF. BOTH WERE PROGRAMMED FOR
DUPLICATE POSITIVES. THIS IS ANOTHER INSTANCE OF MALEDISTRIE
BUTION.
3. (c) SEVENTH AIR FORCE HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO DISPATCH DUPLICATEV

PAGE 2 RHASMVA1627 CONF DENT Yes A L
POSITIVES OF THIS MISSION TO BOTH XXIV CORPS AND III MAF ASAP -

SEVENTH AIR FORCE HAS ALSO BEEN REQUESTED BY REFERENCE B SUB
SEQUENT TO DATE OF THIS MISSION TO TAKE ACTION TO CORRECT ERHONEOUS
DISTRIBUTION
GP-4
ST
#1627
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OTTCZYUM RUMUGK03375 0980324 CCCC RHMMAFA.
ZMY CCCCC
0 980324Z APR 69
FM COMMANFORV
TO RHAMAFA/CG III MAF
ST
C NFIDENTIAL
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN NICKERSON FM ZUMWALT FOR
SEN TOWER
CAPTURED MATERIAL GIANT SLINGSHOT OP (U)
so THIS IS FOLLOW UP REQUESTED BY SENATOR TOWER
20 (U) FURTHER INFO HAS BEEN RECEIVED CONCERNING
ENEMY MATERIAL CAPTURED ON 6 APR 69 AND DISCUSSION
WITH YOU ON BOARD LST AT BEN LUC YESTERDAY
3. (C) FLAG IS LOCALLY PRODUCED COMMUNIST PARTY
FLAG, NOT REPEAT NOT SOVIET FLAC. RED BACKGROUND WHITE
HAMMER AND SICKLE IN CENTER OF FLAG. THIS TYPE
OF FLAG HAS BEEN CAPYURED BEFORE AND IS COMMON
TO THE AREA.
40 (C) CAPTURED DOCUMENTS CONTAINED INFORMATION
ON VC HAMLET CODE NRS c INFILTRATION ROUTES, AND
BACKGROUND MATERIAL ON LONG AN PROVINCE. NO NEW
INFORMATION OR INFORMATION OF TACTICAL VALUE GAINED FROM
DOCUMENTS.
5. REQUEST CG III MAF ACKNOWLEDGE
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INCLUDING INTERNEDIATE COURSES OF ACTION PENDING PROVISION
OF RAG AND TWO ARVN BATTALIONS BY GENERAL LAM.
2. (S) YOUR EFFORTS TO EFFECT INCREASED TROOP AND RAG SUPPORT
IN ADDITION TO INTERIM OPERATIONS DISCUSSED PARA 3 REF A ARE
APPRECIATED.
3. (S) WILL CONTINUE CURRENT HIGH TEMPO OF PCF OPS CUA DAI
AREA.
40 IUI WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
#4057

2. 6 SECRETCOPIESOFCOPY111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) # 31
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(~ HEAOQUAF'ERS ,r) (l~r: ";:,-i):lI MARINE'~,AMPHiblbus FORCE~ ~C") 
UNCLASSIFIED ( ___ MAF FORM 5216 REV5-68 ) 

OPERATION COOE FROM lDATE x- ORIGINATOFl MG R WETHER I LL 11 APR 69 
A- ACTION ICOGN/ZANCE 
C-COMMENT IFtECOMMEN'O.nON SERIAL"A:ONTROL DATE 11 ,2,3, 4 1- INFORMATIION o 11$0637, ' 

OF RECD S SIGNATURE 

~UT£ SECTION CODE DATE 
IN OUT Ii 

INITI~ SUf~l'lfe~A S MAC 4577 EYES ONLY 

~ CG =r - n~ h12!1\!« ~I J11J' 17MARKS0 q. DCG {, 1..1 ~ jr'~ 
I DCG AIR - .. 

I 
'1-- ' CIS !£ ay 

DCIS 
DClS [1M 

L 
L SIS ..z; o/'frr WI/, ~ ~' 

G-I I , 
G-2 
G-3 

G-4 
G-!5 , 
G-6 ! 

ADJ 

CAP 
CHAP 
COMP 

CORDS 
OENT 

~AI~ 

i 
ENGR 

FOODS 
H8SCO I 

INSP 
ISO 

LEGAL 
MTO 
MEO 

I '., O,PANAL , ' . • F •• _ - ..... ,." . -. ~ 

, ,,:;, ORO " '''''",-
" -; 

,PMO " " , 

POSTAL' " 

'~", PROTO:, ' ".'" , : - .. 
.- "{ " 'PS-YOp'S 11,. .. .. '" 

.. .. ,.' , ,REPRO, " " .. "~ ', . .;. ... , 

SPL SEf~V 
SUPPLY, ,"'"-''''' 

sac 
! .. 

, , -, .... '. " '1-.' '''~ , ,. , L. , 

.. ': _;~ ,f ":'. ! ; :, .• -,,' '..~ • , , 

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE 

. UNCLASSIFIED~~ 
4,.", ..... J .. 4,.., 41 &., ' AU .... ... , - ! 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUA ERS
C III MARINE AMPHIOIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
MG R WETHERILL 11 APR 69X- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/CGNIZANCE
C-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL /CONTROL DATE 1,2,3, 41- INFORMATION o 110637S-SIGNATURE COPY# OF COPIES RECD

SUBJECTDATE UNCLAS MAC 4577 EYES ONLYROUTE SECTION INITIALCODE
OUTIN

And
3 CG REMARKS /
4 12Apr

DCG
DCG AIR

C/S
DC/S

DC/S DM

4/11
IS/S

G-
G-2

G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP
COROS
DENT

EMB/TRANS
ENGR
FOODS
H&S CO
INSP

ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL

ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
REPRO

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
s&c

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE

UNCLASSIFIED #
32

# 32
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DECLASSIFIED 

e ,,~-. HEADQU~ERS ." m: MARINE AMPHII!rOUS FORCE 

~liIJAL !Il:MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68) I -" -- -OPEf~ATI-ON -- --
CODE FROM I DATE 

..., 
~ X- ORIG! NATOR LTGEN STILWELL 11 APR 69 ~ 
. A- ACTION I COGNIIZANC£ 
~ C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERlAL_ / CONTROL DATE 1,2 i I - I N FO~MATION 1115¢7Z 3 S - SIGNATURE COPY'" OF COPIES qECO I 

~ROUTd SECTION 
DATE 

INlTtL 
SUBUECT ------.; 

CODE 
IN OUT VISIT TO THAILAND ~ , 

:1 ~ CG /f" Jv ~'j~ W IV REMARKS:~ 
j 

--' I ~ 

If DCO L- h rr. , 
I-_~ THIS DOCU NT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

I DCG AIR 
-v 

" MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN , CIS ~ ~)) 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/OISPOS-

oe/s ITlON ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 
- "--

DC/S PLAN . I- I 

1. SIS ~ fill- WlI~ Ky-
G-I , 
G-2 

0-3 

G-4 
0-5 
G-6 
CAP 

AOJ 

CORDS 

~MS/1RANS 

ENGR 
: Has CO 

J INSP 

MTO 
OP A~AL 

ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 
-, 

LEGAL -PMO 
sac 

" CONFIDENTIAL I 
I ... ~-. 

-:ft:.33 

DECLASSIFIED 
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HEADQUA TERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
FROMOPERATION CODE DATE
LTGEN STILWELL 11 APR 69* ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE
SERIAL / CONTROL DATEC- COMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON 1,2INFORMATION 111507Z 3COPY# OF COPIES RECOS SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE VISIT TO THAILANDOUTIN

N64
124gm

3 CG REMARKS

4
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHINDCG AIR

22 C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC/S PLAN

9/12
IS/S

G-1
G-2
G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6

CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL

PMO
sec

CONFIDENTIAL
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.!fa .• -- • .-- . 

1 

~ .. . - "" ... 

i :-0111507Z Z~fH ZFF-3------·-----·"~-"'--~~··----~----
} . FM LTG ST IUJIELL CG XXIV CORPS 
? . TO M~ TOWNSEND CIS MACV. 

-----4 ~. I 
~i 

~ 
INFO LTG NICKERS:1'llN CG III fYmF 
MG MCCOWN Cj~USMACTHAI ·BANGKOK THAILAND 
ZEM 
CON F IDE·N T I A L PHB0660 EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT: VISIT TO THAILAND 
1. AS YOU MAY ALREADY KNOW, MG TRUONG PREFERS TO 
TAKE HIS POS~OPERATIVE LEAVE IN THAILAND RATHER 
THAN JAPAN, §UBJECT TQ PROVISO iHAt '1 BE TOUR DIRECTOR. 
GEN NICKERsoN CLEARED THIS WITH GEN ABRAMS TODAY. 1 
WILL THEREFd.~E SEPARATELY PROCESS REQUEST r~ THREE 
DAYS LEAVE, EFFECTIVE 28 APRIL (fAc'TICAL SITUATION 
PERtllTTING) • 
2. MEA NWHILE, I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST T HAJ MACV 
PROTOCOL PROCEED WITH REQUISITE CLEARANCE ACTlONS 
PER CINCPAC. INSTRUCTION 5521.1F'. BASIC DATA IS AS r-OLLOWS='J 

A. PERSONNEL INVOLVED: . 
(1) STILv}ELL. 
(2) COL HARRY H. HIESTAND, US ·ARMY, 0-65012, SENIOR 

ADVISqR, 1 S1: AftVN DIVISIClN. 
(3) CtlPTAIN JOHN R. SMOAK, JR.,' 01'-105028, MY AIDE-DE-'CAMPl~ 
(4) SFC FLOYD D. GLUFF, RA 16106183,. MY SENIOR ENLHN ED AIDE. 
(5) Mel AND MRS. NGO QUANG TRUOi~G WILL BE IN PARTY. 

GEN TRUONG ~llLL ARRANGE FOR NECESSARY VISAS, ETC THROUGH 
APPROPRIATE GVN OFFICE AND ROYAL THAl EMBASSY SAIGON. 

B •. ITINERARY WILL BE DIRECTF"ROM HUEIPHU BAI TO 
BANGKOK AND RETURN VIA US ARMY AIRCRAFT (U-21, TAIL' 
NUMBER 036).. . 

C •. VISIT IS UNOFFICIAL AND Fc1R paUPOSES OF LEA VII. 
THIS· APPLIES BOTH TO GEN TRU ONG AND ME.. . 

D. 1 WOULD EXPECT TO MEET, INFORMALLY, THE AMERICAN 
AMBAsSADOR tlND CERTA I N ~lEMBERS OF THE SENIOR THA 1 . 
HIERARCHY (tiFTER COORDI NA TlON WITH AMBA SSADOR UNGERI. 
GENERAL TRUONG WOULD HOPE TO AVOID ALL RPT ALL PROTOcbL CALLS~ 

E. MY HOPE IS THAT AN EXCEPTION TO POLICY CAN BE MADE 
. TO PERMIT BILLETINB OF THE TRUONGS IN THE CHAO PHYA HOTEL 

SO THAT THEY MAY HAVE A MAXIMUM OF SECLUSION. iF THIS IS NOT 
roSSIBLE, REQUEST BILLETS FOR THE ENTIRE PARTY AT EITHER 
THE ORIENTAL OR PRESIDENT. ., . 

F. MY S~S WILL .BE ABLE TO PROVIDE SUCH ADDITIONAL DATA 
AS MAY BE REQUIRED. 
3. WARM REG~iRDS. 

ssa NOTE: PR~CEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY 
DELIVER DWRING DUTY HOURS 

390N 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED

0 111507Z ZYH ZFF-3
FM LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
TO MG TOWNSEND C/S MACV
INFO LTG NICKERSMIN CG III MAF
MG MCCOWN COMUSMACTHAI BANGKOK THAILAND
ZEM
C 0 F I D N T A L PHB 0660 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: VISIT TO THAILAND
1. AS YOU MAY ALREADY KNOW, MG TRUONG PREFERS TO
TAKE HIS POST OPERATIVE LEAVE IN THAILAND RATHER
THAN JAPAN, SUBJECT TO PROVISO THAT I BE TOUR DIRECTOR.
GEN NICKERSON CLEARED THIS WITH GEN ABRAMS TODAY. I

WILL THEREFORE SEPARATELY PROCESS REQUEST FOR THREE
DAYS LEAVE, EFFECTIVE 28 APRIL (TACTICAL SITUATION
PERMITTING).
2. MEANWHILE, I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT MACV
PROTOCOL PROCEED WITH REQUISITE CLEARANCE ACTIONS
PER CINCPAC INSTRUCTION 5521.1F. BASIC DATA IS AS FOLLOWS:

A. PERSONNEL INVOLVED:
(1) STILWELL.
(2) COL HARRY H. HIESTAND, US ARMY, 0-65012, SENIOR

ADVISOR, 1 ST ARVN DIVISION.
(3) CAPTAIN JOHN R. SMOAK, JR., OF-105028, MY AIDE-DE-CAMPN
(4) SFC FLOYD D. GLUFF, RA 16706783, MY SENIOR ENLISTED AIDE.
(5) MG AND MRS. NGO QUANG TRU ONG WILL BE IN PARTY.

GEN TRUONG WILL ARRANGE FOR NECESSARY VISAS, ETC. THROUGH
APPROPRIATE GVN OFFICE AND ROYAL THAI EMBASSY SAIGON.

B. ITINERARY WILL BE DIRECT FROM HUE/PHU BAI TO
BANGKOK AND RETURN VIA US ARMY AIRCRAFT (U-21, TAIL
NUMBER 036).

C. VISIT IS UNOFFICIAL AND FOR PRUPOSES OF LEAVE.
THIS APPLIES BOTH TO GEN TRU ONG AND ME.

D. I WOULD EXPECT TO MEET, INFORMALLY, THE AMERICAN
AMBASSADOR AND CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE SENIOR THAI
HIERARCHY (AFTER COORDINATION WITH AMBASSADOR UNGERT .
GENERAL TRUONG WOULD HOPE TO AVOID ALL RPI ALL PROTOCOL CALLSN

E. MY HOPE IS THAT AN EXCEPTION TO POLICY CAN BE MADE
TO PERMIT BILLETING OF THE TRUONGS IN THE CHAO PHYA HOTEL
SO THAT THEY MAY HAVE A MAXIMUM OF SECLUSION. IF THIS IS NOT
PO SSIBLE, REQUEST BILLETS FOR THE ENTIRE PARTY AT EITHER
THE ORIENTAL OR PRESIDENT.

F. MY SGS WILL BE ABLE TO PROVIDE SUCH ADDITIONAL DATA
AS MAY BE REQUIRED.
3. WARM REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS

390N
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• HEADQUARTERS • 
~,'. m: MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

I'nucnnr:~'TlAL ~~_"-lIial1J~~_ . __ . m:MAF FORM 5216 (~EV 3-69; 
~~--------~O~~~I!R~A~TI~ON~C~OO~E--------~F~RO~M~------------------~I~D~A~~~~~~~~:--' 

" X- ORIG!NATOR ... " 1 ? A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE ACl~H!\\O F(')rLO~lJOMf) 1? APRIL ~Q 
l C - COMMENT I REC:OMMENDATION SERIALtt I CONTROL DATE 
! I - I N FO~MATION /) -< 
,!-'1 ...;:S_-...;:S;;.;IG;.:.;N~AT~U_R;.;;E_ ..... _ ...... __ ~=-_"""",~1 .. ? .. ~(:I! __ t;,,_r:.+,, 7~/I!,,!!P::l::!!~{"..;o,;.... ..... C.;oOPY ...... * __ d-~...;:O_F_J_-.-COP __ IE;::;;S_~,i 
~ROUTd SECnON CODE i-~...;;D_Ap;TrE~~-« INITIAL SUBiJECT 
,j ..j IN OUT r~H') tNF C(lRP~ ~F~ u()[\11 V 

l r CORDS 

IEMB/TRMI$ 
\----+l-E-N-G-R--·+---P---+---+-·----~ 

; 1 H as co 
f INSP 

~ MTO 

I ORO 

~ PSY OPS 

~ SUPPLY 
~ ! 

I sac 

I 
I 

~~I-·~t---......-..--t--...... CONADENTIAL I p_'L ___ ., ...... _...Il ______ II... __ ;,... __ .. _ ..... ' _______ ----------___ ) 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
FROMOPERATION CODE DATE

* ORIGINATOR ADMINO FOPLOGCOMO 12 APRIL 69A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC - COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

COPY * 2 OF 3 COPIES RECO
INFORMATION

1205167 APR FOSIGNATURE
DATE SUBJECT

INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE OUTIN MARINE CORPS EYES ONL Y
CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHINDCG AIR

HAS
3 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-C/S

I2 ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.OC/S
53 DC/S PLAN

G-1 has Action cupy
5/12 SM BY1 IS/S

consolidated replyHold for
HAHAP

G-1

comy bejon route 4/9
8G-2

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS

SUPPLY
LEGAL

PMO
sac
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DECLASSIFIED 

• ~ - .. 
. ;;CONFlDEN'rIAL~ . CeNt 188 IN FILE: JL8 

: DATE 

[!I/}'-
-" 

-

sIS 

'ROM 
ADMINO fORLOGCOMD 

I DATE 
12 APR 69 

.RIAL* 
COPY • .J-o,1 1205462 APR 69 COPI!S R!ICD 

.flNATUItE 
.... CT 

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY 
I~V\~ .-0, " 

DATI ... NATURE ' nr -c. \U "!' ="'" 

',' 

-'" -

, , 

" 

-

.'". 

C:OPV 1 p2,' OF '3 COPIES 

tAPE &: MAT 

RECORD OF DI'SCLOSURE 
Ej~ PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 
~aS 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL CCN: 188 IN FILE: JLB

DATEFROM
12 APR 69ADMINO FORLOGCOMO

SERIAL#

COPY# 2OF 3 COPIES120546Z APR 69 RECO
SUBJECT
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYSIONAT UREDATE

HEDANE SIGNATURE
4/12

DATE

COPY 1,2,3 OF 3 COPIESS/S

TAPE & MAT

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT
SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD
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CONFIDENTIAL-
J.' .. 

111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) 
3' 

COpy bF_COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ 
.~ 

CONFIDE~1!AL ~ 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

ZNY CCCCC
R 1205462 A PR 69
FM ADMINO FORLOGC OMD
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
x
C 0 N For IDENTAL MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS (U)
Ao CG III MAF 0601587 A PR 69

CMC 2516362 MAR 69
CG FMF PAC 0621142 A PR 69

1. IAW REFS A AND 8 THIS H2 HAS NO EXCESS FUNDS TO REVERT.
2 ALL FUNDS ON HAND ARE ALLOCATED FOR EQUIPI SUPPLIES OR PROJECTS
TO BE COMPL FOIRTH QTR FY69 OR FIRST QTR FY70.
30 IAW REF C ONE FUL QUARTERS ALLOT WOULD BE SUFFICIENT TO
MA INTA IN AS CONT INGENCY F IND S FOR NORM OPNS.
GP-A
B
1987

CONFIDENTIALCOPY 2 OF
3

COPIES111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68)
# 33
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DECLASSIFIED 

e _, _ -~ -- HEADQU~ERS --m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE -

~~TlAL 
I OF'!::RATION eOOE 
~ X- ORIGI NATOR 
j A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE 
i C - COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION 
;1 1 - I N FO~MATION 

S - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION 
I 

CODE 
OATE 

'" IN OUT 

CG 'J I~ ...... 
DCG • 1'" 

DCG AIR 
CIS -::r: I 

OC/S ~ IJ J I~~ C/IL~ 
ot/S PUIII , "/ 

J SIS -:r J1IJ~ 
G-I , ' 
G-2 

G-3 

6-4 
G-5 
6-6 

CAP 

AO.J 
CORDS 

~Me/TRANS: 

ENGR 
Has CO 

, tNSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 
PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 

tEGAL 

FROM 

MGEN TO\.JNS END 
SERlAL_' CONTROL DATE 

1211302 

SUBUECT 

- ! 

mMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-&3) 

1,2,3 
COPVtt 

.., 
I DATE 

12 ApR 69 
, 

OF 4 COPIES ~EC 0 I 

-1 
tHITIf V I SIT TO T HA I LA N 0 

IY 

W 
(-i:) 

'JI!I J~ 

~--~~----~---+----~~--~-----~ PMO 
sac 

, , 

i<!", 

CONADENTIAL .i,-,,~ .. ~ ___ • _____ ---, ...... _-, ____ -'Io_...,...____________ __ . 
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HEADQUA TERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
FROMOPERATION CODE DATE

x ORIGINATOR 12 APR 69MGEN TOWNSENDA- ACTION /COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON 1, 2,3121130Z1- INFORMATION

OF 4 COPIES RECOCOPY #S -SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE VISIT TO THAILANDOUTIN

A ICG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN

I3 C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

4/134/13
P ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.2 IDC/S

DC/S PLAN

989I 4/13
S/S
G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL
PMO
sac

CONFIDENTIAL
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• 

-012\1-1'~-0L-ZYH ZFF :::6-~F -3 ----\­
PJ MG TOIJ'lNSiEN~ OF ST AFF' MA CV 
TO LTG,STtUNELL CG XXIV~CORPS . 
'~FO LT~ NICKERSON CG III MAP' 

MG MCCOW~i;,pOMUSMA CTHA I 
ZEM .:.: .,." , 
CON F I D,E N T I' A L MAC 4q5~ EYES ONLY 
SUBJ: VIS'It. TO THAILAND 
~r::CE I VEO YOUR MESSAGE AND. HAVE BEGUN 
ACT, ON TO S,ECURE CLEARANCE TO THA lLANO AND, MAKE' 
PREL 1M I Nft.fn: AR~ANGEMENTS FOR DESIRED CALLS. 
WILL KEEP YOU AOV I SED." . 
WARM REGA~qS 

SSO NOTE: DELlVE,R. OUR I NG DUTY HOURS 
/ijQ'2l 

NNNN 

DECLASSIFIED 

0 121130Z ZYH ZFF. 6 ZFF-3
FM MG TOWNSEND CHTEF OF STAFF MACV
TO LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
INFO LTG NICKERSON CG 111 MAF
MG MCCOWN COMUSMACTHAI
ZEM
CONF I DENTIAL MAC 4650 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: VISIT TO THAILAND

By

RECEIVED YOUR MESSAGE AND HAVE BEGUN
ACTION TO SECURE CLEARANCE TO THAILAND AND MAKE
PRELIMINARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR DESIRED CALLS.
WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED.
WARM REGARDS

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
090
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•
. HEAOQU4.i.,TERS ~> ",. '·e ,.'! ~ •.. :- MARINE AMP.IOUS FO~ . '.:!-

UNCLASSIFIED mMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68) 
OIPERATION CODE FROM 7AF {el TAN SON eATE 

x- ORIGINATOf;/ NHUT AFLD RVN 15 APRIL 1969 A-ACTION/COIr3NIZANCE 
C-COMMENT /f;tECOMMENnAT10N SERIAL#ICONTROL OATE 

cop'{# c7 OF h ,- 'NFORMAT ION 1503202 APR 1969 COPIES RECO S-SIGNATURE 

SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIJJ1 
SUBJECT 

ROUT~ IN OUT PERSONAL FOR COMMANDER 
If! CG /?; ~;1v/~1 ~~ REMARKS , Dca . v· ""(j lJ (( 

OCG AII~ ,d 

'] CIS ~ J J ~. 
!l- DCIS I~ lJI/4j' flL6 ~ 

DClS DIM 'I I 
J SIS 1--:1:'" I¥/ It(" U ~t"i.'J 

~. " .,;a.... C.", e.. ~ G-I L.~ 
14 ., 

G-2 • ~jl 
~ t!l 

G-3 

51? ~~ 
G-4 
G-!5 

G-6 

ADJ 
CAP 
CHAP 

COMP 

CORDS 

DENT 

it:MBITRANS 

ENGR, ~ 
A~ -

FOODS lJ" ~ 
H8SCO 

INSP 
ISO 

LEGAL 
MTO 

MED 

, OPANAL , 

ORO 

PMO , 

POSTAL -
PROTO 
PSYOPS 

REPRO 

SPL SERV 

SUPPLY I 

sac 

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE UNCLASSIFIED~.sg 
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HEADQUARTERS
MARINE AMP IOUS FORCEIII

UNCLASSIFIED IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
FROM 7AF /c/ TAN SONOPERATION CODE DATE

X- ORIGINATOR 15 APRIL 1969NHUT AFLD RVNA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL# /CONTROL DATE

COPY# 2 OF 6 COPIES RECD
1- INFORMATION

150320Z APR 1969S-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE PERSONAL FOR COMMANDEROUTIN

King
CG REMARKS
DCG

DCG AIR

3 I

$/15

C/S

4/15
2 DC/S I

DC/S DM

4/15

FOR

H/ S/S I

canA C.1dmG-1

G-2
G-3

Items

G-4

SIS

G-5
G-6

Take

Rez east

ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP
CORDS
DENT

EMB/TRANS

from

ENGR
FOODS
H&S CO
INSP
ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
REPRO
SPL SERV
SUPPLY
s&c

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

UNCLASSIFIED38
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE
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PP RUSVDB
DE RUSVB 2663 1050330
ZNR UUUUU ZOK JPCCO
P 150320Z APR 69
FM 7AF /C/ TAN SON WHUT AFLD RVN
TO RUSVDB/CG III MAF DA NANG AB RVN
RUSVDF/CO MABRON ONE ONE
INFO RUSVDF/CG FIRST MAW DA NANG AB RVN
RUSVD.F/CO MARAIRGRU ONE ONE
BI

UNCLAS/C
PERSONAL FOR COMMANDER FROM GENERAL BROWN
THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF SEVENTH AIR FORCE JOIN ME
It EXPRESSING SINCERE REGRETS OVER THE 14 APRIL 1969
INCIDENT WHICH CAUSED THE DEATH OF ONE AND SERIOUS
INJURY TO ANOTHER MEMBER OF YOUR COMMAND. THE CRASH
WAS A. DIRECT RESULT OF BATTLE DAMAGE INCURRED WHILE ON AN
IMMEDIATE AIR STRIKE IN THE AREA. PLEASE ACCEPT AND
EXTEND MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND CO NDOLENCES 10 FAMILIES
OF THE MARINES INVOLVED.
BT
2663
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7AF /c/ TAN SON NHUT AFLD RVN 150320Z APR69A.

1. REQ YOU TAKE LAST SENTENCE REF A FOR ACTION.
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F-MIN _ L ; G-NONE __ _ 
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AIRCRAF MISHAP

TOR
142150HAPRELASH REPORT

DTG (LTZ) & MONTH OF MISHAP 141940H

INCIDENT? GRD ACCIDENT FORCED LDG PREO LDGACCIDENT
USAIR FORCE

SQ366THAFTYPE A/C F4D 3UNO ODEXGROUP

LOCATION DANANG OPERATING FROM DANANG

UNKNOWMISSION

DAMAGE TO A/C: (CIRCLE ONE) TK; 8 OVRHL; C-SUGSTAN: D.V
E-MCD; F-NONE UNKNOWN

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:

INJURY TO PERSONNEL : (CIRCLE ONE) ( INCLUDE NUMBER KNOWN)

A-FATAL / ; B-CRIT ; C-SERI ; D-SEV

F-MIN / ; G-NONE .

NONEDAMAGE TO PROPERTY:

BRIEF SUMMARY OF MISHAP: GUNFightER 3 A USAF F40

Attempting
A MOREST LANDING on RUNWAY 17R AT

DANANG A.B. VEGRED off RUNWAY AN Struck

morest Crew Banker killing
/MARINE An

injuring 1.

146

II

NAME, RARK, & BILLET OF REPORTER NAME, PAY BILLS
STANTON, Cpl. 4-2 watch NCOcpl. HARDWICK G-3 OPNS.

ACTION: G-2, G-3, G-3 AIR, G-3 QPS, S,S, MAIL 2200

G-1

# 38
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\From& Chief c:f Staff 

'Ii 01 Assistant Chief of S:t;;aff, G~ 

1. Copies oi the attached messages have 
been provided t,o Mr. FIRFER (CORDS) am R.Adm 
BONNER (NSA) for their revi{~w and submission 
of comments prior to 1600, 17 April 1969. 

2. Upon receipt of the abo'.18 CODDents, you 
will prior to 1400, ~3 April, in coordination 
with appropriate Vietname;e counterparts, 
prepare an appropriate message from CG, III 
MAP to OOMUSMACV on the recommendation •• 1a­
addi tiol\ to the above llG.sage, a Talki.n.g 
Paper will be HQI11red for the eGiS use on 
this subjeet. 

G. E. DOOLEY 

DECLASSIFIED 

, ' 
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OFFICE OF T CHIEF OF TAFF

16 April 1969

From: Chief of Staff

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5To:

1. Copies of the attached messages have
been provided to Mr. FIRFER (CORDS) and RAdm
BONNER (NSA) for their review and submission
of comments prior to 1600, 17 April 1969.

2. Upon receipt of the above comments, you
will prior to 1400, 18 April, in coordination
with appropriate Vietnamese counterparts,
prepare an appropriate message from CG, III
MAF to COMUSMACV on the recommendations. In
addition to the above message, a Talking
Paper will be required for the CG's use on
this subject.

2

-Copy
G. E. DOOLEY

#39
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· SUSJ8 RESTR leT KON WITHIN INLAND WA'y\tRWtf.lfJS' AND ALONG THE coAsTal'" tHE 

. ·$o.ut H'. CH!.NA SEA" I' • • • r;' , 
.FROMll :stxlwElr .g,. IR UONGtO.~ . II! ICKER SON :,&i'LAM 
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Ali' MEM:OR ANDUM sl MINISTRY OF DEfENSE I) /J"'S 9' RV~Af1~14/rTM/P3.IKHI ,,~)(ll •. 
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Bs: ICQRPS CQ(>RD INATION INSTRUCT ION" 055 60 .. 90 6. MARCH a 968~ 
SUBJE.CI~. ''''::'PlI\NFORCONtROl, OF BOAr~·<rRA.HIC ON·THE.R IVER'SAND COASTAL 
WATERWAYS'INlCTZOIOc' ,.' ... ' "~' "'! ' .... ,.". . 

.CIt··ICORPSPU\N·F'OR BLOCKADE OF' COA~TAl'AREAS A·NO RIVER.SINI . 
. CORPstACTICAt ZONE C!eTZ) DATED 1.i~Nt}AR'I195J[<)· . .' 
DII LE1TER··F:ROr1 CHIE.FIl QUANG'TRI .. PRO~INC~·!I fO CG" I CORPS u SUa~ECTg ; .' l '. ',' 
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3~1'HE 'CEMTRAlIZ;.ATION OF' wATERWAYS ~N1'ROL AT THE JGS'lEVEL {FoR THE . 
SOUTH CHINA SIEAl, AND THE ICiZtEVEL (f'QR" ALL INLAND W.ATERWAYS) HAS HiE. 

· GREATMERH 0:[" ESTABLiSHING' NATKO,NAt. 'STANDARDS'FOR THE CONTROL or.' .' ' . 
. PERSO~NEL.,AND· 'RESOURCES MOV XN·G S'tf "i'f.ff'ER IA'ND lSTHEREFOR E .M.OR E APPRO.. .' ..... 

'. PRIAT.E.·!·(\J·CON'rESTED·QR VC CONTROllEO. AR~AS0 ON,THE otHER HANDe .CENTRALI 
ZED"CON1ROlOF 'PROSCRlBED AREAS DOE:S Not, PERMIT ,Or EXPEDITIOUS REt.AXA·· . 
T ION OF: RESTRIct iONS, .'IN T'HEBEST INttERtsr S OF 'y'HE R UR AlPOPUL AT I ON '. . 
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OTTUZYUW RUMLBPA408! 1050430-UUUU-IRHMMAFA.
ZNR UUUUU
0 150125Z APR 69
FM CG XXIV CORPS PHB
TO RUMLDNA/CG I CORPS DNG
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF DNG
INFO RMMSMVA/CHIEF JOINT GENERAL STAFF SGN
RHMSMVA/COMUSMACV SGN
RUMUGKD/COMNAVFOR
BT
UNCLAS AVII -GE 01707
SUBJ: RESTRICTION WITHIN INLAND WATERWAYS AND ALONG THE COAST OF THE

SOUTH CHINA SEA.
FROM: STILWELL & IR UONG TO : NICKERSON & LAM
1. REFERENCES:
A. MEMORANDUM, MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, J-3, RVNAF 7414/TTM/P3/KH/,30
OCTOBER 1968, SUBJECT: "XOASTAL AND RIVER BLOCKADE".
B. I CORPS COORDINATION INSTRUCTION 05560.90 6 MARCH 1968.
SUBJECT: 69 PLAN FOR CONTROL OF BOAT, TRANFIC ON THE RIVERS AND COASTAL
WATERWAYS IN ICTZ"
C. I CORPS PLAN FOR BLOCKADE OF COASTAL AREAS AND RIVERS IN I
CORPS TACTICAL ZONE (ICTZ) DATED ! JANUARY 1961.
D. LETTER FROM CHIEF, QUANG TRI PROVINCE, TO CG, I CORPS, SUBJECT:

PAGE 2 RUMLBPA 4081 UNCLAS
"REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT OF THE BLOCKADE PLAN FOR QUANG TRI COASTAL AREA"
23 FEBRUARY 1969.
E. LETTER FROM CHIEF D THUS THIEN PROVINCE, TO CG I CORPS, SUBJECT:
"FISHING BLOCKADE PLAN" 14 MARCH 1969.
2. ON 30 OCTOBER 1968, THE JOINT GENERALI STAFF PUBLISHED AMMEMORANDUM
(REFERENCE 1A) WHICH ESTABLISHED POLICY FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE COAST
BLOCKADE PLAN THROUGHOUT RVN .. THIS MEMORANDUM SPECIFIED THOSE AREAS
ALONG THE COASTLINE OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA IN WHICH A DAY AND NIGHT CUR
FEW WOULD BE IMPOSED AND DIRECTED THE COMMANDERS OF THE CTZ'S TO DEVELOP
AND PUBLISH SIMILAR BLOCKADE PLANS APPLICABLE TO INLAND WATERWAYS
WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE CORPS TACTICAL ZONE. THE MEMORANDUM STIPULATED
THAT MODIFICATIONS TO THE COASTAL BLOCKADE PLAN COULD BE IMPLEMENTED
ONLY AFTER JGS APPROVAL HAD BEEN OBTAINED.
3. THE CENTRALIZATION OF WATERWAYS CONTROL AT THE JGS LEVEL (FOR THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA) AND THE ICTZ LEVEL (FOR ALL INLAND WATERWAYS) HAS THE
GREAT MERIT OF ESTABLISHING NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR THE CONTROL OF
PERSONNEL AND RESOURCES MOVING BY WATER 'AND IS THEREFORE MORE APPRO-
PRIATE IN CONTESTED OR VC CONTROLLED AREAS. ON THE OTHER HAND, CENTRALI
ZED CONTROL OF PROSCRIBED AREAS DOES NOT, PERMIT OF EXPEDITIOUS RELAXA
TION OF RESTRICTIONS, IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE RURAL POPULATION

COPY 2 OF COPIES
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. DEti'I''lftS'·~N OBTAIN IN G. PERM ISSlON ·T O. i1)ED UC.E. R ESTR ICY IONS HAVE AN " 
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WHERE THE SECURITY SITUATION PERMITS. SPECIFICALLY, THE PACIFICATION EFF
ORT IN THE 11TH DIA IS PROGRISSING EVEN MORE RAPIDLY THAN EXPECTED,
AND THEADMINISTRATIVE PROCED URES ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIFTING OF WATERWAY
RESTRICTIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE PACIFICATION EFFORT HAS NOT BEEN
ADEQUATELY RESPONSIVE TO THE CHANGING CONDITIONS. REFERENCES ID
AND 1 E ARE CASES IN POINT. ON 23 FEBRUARY 1969, THE PROVINCE CHIEF,
QUAN G TRI, SUBMITTED A REQUIST RELATIVE TO THE EASING OF COASTAL RE-
STRICTIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUPPORTING THE EXPANDING FISHING INDU-
STRY. TO DATE, FINAL ACTION HAS NOTBEEN TAKEN ON THIS
REQUEST. ON 14 MARCH 1969g THE PROVENCE CHIEF, THUA THIEN, REQUESTED
THE 1 IFTING OF CERTAIN COAST RESTRICTIONS CONTIGUOUS TO HIS PRO-
VINCE AND SOLICITED AUTHORITY TO PERMIT.
FISHING IN SELECTED INLAND WATERWAYS NEAR THE MOUTH OF THE PERFUME
RIVER. ATION HAS NOT YET BEEN TAKEN ON THIS REQUEST
4. IT IS THE OPINION OF THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ADMINISTRATIVE PROCE-
DURES FOR THE CONTROL OF BOTH COASTAL. AND INLAND WATERWAYS MUST BE
SUFFICENTLY FLEXIBLE TO PERMIT THE PROVINCE CHIEFS TO MAKE CHNGES
IN CONSONANCE WITH IMPROVED SECURITY AND THE PROGRESSION OF THE Q
PACIFICATION EFFORT. THE SUCCESS O.F. RESETTLEMENT PLANS IN BOTH WUANG TRI

AND THHA THIEN PROVINCES IS CONTINGENT UPON THE USE OF WATERWAYS, AND
DELAYES IN OBTAINING PERMISSION TO REDUCE RESTRICTIONS HAVE AN

PAGE 4 RUMLBPA 4981 UNCLAS Also
IM PACT NOT ONLY ON THE RESETTLEMENT EFFORT BIT ALOS ON THE AREA ECONOMY
So IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE 11TH DTA INCORPORATED THE TWO
PROVINCES OF QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN AND THE CG, 1 IT H DTA is RESPON
SIBLE FOR THECONDUCT OF SECURITY OPERATIONS WITHIN THESE TWO PROVINCES,
IT WOULD APPEAR THAT A DELEGATION OF AUT MORITY FOR CONTROL OF WATER-
WAYS TO CG, 11TH DTA WOULD HAVE A HIGHLY FAVORABLE IMPACT ON THE NATL
PACIFICATION EFFORT IN THE 2 PROVINCES CONCERNED. CG, 11TH DTA COULD
RECEIVE REQUESTS FOR THE PROVINCE CHIEFS FOR MOD TFICATION OF EXIST PARK

RESTRICTION, PUBLISH THE NECESSARY COORD NATING INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL
SECURITY FORCES WYTHIN THE DTA, AND ADVISE HIGHER HQ OF HIS
ACTION:TO INSURE THAT ALL US AND RVNAF NAVAL UNITS WERE PROPERLY
INFORMED. OF EQUAL SIGNIFICANCE IS THE FACE THAT THE TAOR OF CR, XXTV
CORPS INDORPORATES THE TWO PROVINCES CONCERNED. THEREFORE THE MATTER
OF MODIFICATION OF WATERWAY CONTROLVOULD BE COORDINATED DIRECTLY
BETWEEN CG, 11TH DT4 AND CG, XX TV CORPS PR TOR TO THE PROMILIATION OF
CHANGES. IT WOULD THEREFORE BE POSSIBLE TO EFFECT CHANGES RAPIDLY AND
IN CONSONANCE WITH PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN THE PACIFICATION EFFORT.
So IT IS THEREFORE RECOMMENDED THAT:
A. AUTHORITY FOR CONTROLLING THE USE OF INLAND WATERWAYS WITHIN
THE 11TH DTA BE DELEGATED THE CG, 1ST AR V.N DIVISION (CG 11 H DT4)
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THIS DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY WOULD BF MADE WITH THE PROVISO THAT CHANGE
IN WATERWAY CONTROL BE COORD INATED WITHCG, XXTV CORPS, THAT CG , 11
DTA WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF ALL RVN ACENCIESTO
INCLUDE HIGHER HQ) PRIOR TO THE PROMULGATION OF CANNGES, AND
THAT CS, XXIV CORPS WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF
ALL US AGENCIES (TO INCLUDE HIGHER HEADQUARTERS
B. CG I COR PS SOLICIT PERMISSION FOR JGS TO DELEGATE TO THE
CG, 11TH DTA AUTHORITY FOR THE CONTROL OF COASTAL WATERWAYS ALONG THAT
PORITION OF THE SOUTH CHINA SEA -CONTIGIOUS n°0 THE 11HHE DTA, THIS
AUTHORITY TO BE RESTRICTED BY THE SAME PROVISOS AS THOSE LISTED
IN PARAGRAPH SA ABOVE
BT
4781
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1. (S) THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM ARCONSUL DAWANG TC AFEND

SAICON IS QUOTED IN FULL:
SUCTE
I $ 2 E D I A I E
0 1711302 APR GD
FE ANCORSUL DANANG
TO AMEREASSY SAIGON IMMEDIATE
STATE GRNC
ET
SECRET DANANG 146
EXCIS
FROM SESTPORE
SUNJI ROK MARINES IN NEW SERIOUS INCIDENT
1. AMERICAN EYEWITNESSES REPORT THAI ON MORNING OF 15 APRIL
ROK AND U.S. MARINES ENTERED VC MINEFIELD DURING SWEEF NEAR
THUCC NY VILLAGE (COORDINATES 102511) AFTER BEING WANNED OF MINES
BY LOCAL RF PERSONNEL. ROK MARINES SUFFERED FIVE WOURDED AND US
MARINES TWO WOUNDED.

AROUND NOON, ROK MARINES SHOT UP THUOC KY VILLAGE INDISCRIA2.
INATELY KILLING THREE CIVILIANS TWO OF WHON WERE WOMEN LYING IN SEDE
AND MOUNDING FIVE OTHER CIVILIANS.
3. THE ROK MARINES THEN WITHDREW FROM MARLET AND MORTARED II.
4. WHEN INFORMED, GENERAL LEE REPORTEDLY GAVE INACCURATE AND
VAGUE EXPLANATION AND REFUSED IU APPOINT JOINT INVESTIGATIVE JODY.
SAYING HE WOULD CONDUCT HIS ONE INVEETIGATION.

5. AFTER TALKING WITH GENERAL WICKERSON, HOWEVER, GENERAL LEE
ABREED TC A COMPLETE INVESTIGATION HEADED BY III MAF COLONEL.
6. NEEDLESS TO SAY QUANG NAM PC LI TRI TIN IS VERY ANGRY
AND ALLESEDLY HAS REPARKED INAI ROK MARINE FIRE MAI BE RETURNED
IF NEW INCIDENT OCCURS.
GP-2 FIRFER
UNQUOTE
2. (U) COMUSMACV REQUESTS A REPORT ON THE FOREGOING SCONESI.
SFY2

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
275
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XAMAF DE DV NEEDA SPECAT OPER ON THE LIN ASAP KKKKK
ZQ SKXT AU7G 998
PP RUEBHOA RUHKFMA R.HMMAFF
DE RUMHLAA 3000 1110950
ZNY CCCCC
P 210950Z APR 69
FM CG FIRST MARDIV
TO RUEBHOA/CMO
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
C TFN Exp I D E N.T I A L
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN WALT, MGEN FONTANA AND BGEN DOOLEY FROM M GE N

SIMPSON
MAJOR CHARLES ROBB, USMC
1. MAJOR ROBB DETACHED FROM FIRST MARD IV AND WILL DEPART DANANG
220600H FOR OKINAWA. TIMING OF ONWARD ROUTING NOT KNOWN HERE.
ROBB DESIRES REMAIN OKI ABOUT 48 HOURS FOR SHOPPING ETC. THIS
NORMAL DELAY. IESTIMATE HE WILL PROBABLY ARRIVE EL TORO THURSDAY
OR FRIDAY CALIFORNIA TIME. HOWEVER I LOSE CONTROL AT THIS POINT.
20 AT I CORPS HQ THIS MOR NING, LTGEN LAM PRESENTED MAJOR ROBB THE
VIETNAMESE CROSS OF GALLANTRY WITH SILVER STAR. INCIDENTALLY,
THIS WAS LIGEN LAM S IDEA THOUGH I OF COUR SE CONCURRED. LT GEN LAM
ALSO GAVE MAJOR ROBB ABOUT 20 MINUTES OF HIS VIEWS REGARDING HE
CONDUCT OF THE WAR.

PAGE TWO RUMHLAA 3000 C 0 I I A L SPECAT
30 I AM PREPARING AND WILL SHORTLY FORWARD TO CG FMFPAC A RECOM-
MENDATION FOR BRONZE STAR WITH COMBAT V FOR MAJOR ROBB COVER IN
HISTA IN VIET NAM AS COMPANY COMMANDER AND ASST G-4. IF AP-
PROVED BY CG FMFPAC, AWARD WILL FOLLOW ON TO NEW DUTY STATION FOR
PRESENTAT IONo
40 ROBB HAS D.O NE A FINE JOB IN BOTH STAFF AND COMMAND. HIGHLY
REGARDED BY ALL WITH WHOM HE SERVED. WHILE WE WILL MISS HIM, WE
ARE UNUSUALLY GRAT IFIED THAT HE DEPARTS AT END OF TOUR HALE AND
HEART BON VOYAGE.
GP-4
BT
3410

CONFIDENTIAL3/111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COPY OF COPIES
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00119047 ?YO ?FF-3 ?FF-4
FM LTG TILWELL CG XXIV ACRP?
TO LTC NICKERSON CG III MAF
I"FO GEN ARRAMS COMUSMACY
ZEM
S E PHB P741 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MAJOR CAOVE on YELLOW BRICK ROAD.
1. BECAUSE WE ARE GOING TO BE VERY DELIBERATE ABOUT IMMENTORYING,THE INITIAL REPORTS 0 " THE CACHE UNCOVERED BY C/1/572 WILL COT
REFLECT THE SIZE AND CIGNIFICANCE OF THIS REWEST INROAD INT THE
ENEMY. LOGISTIC SYSTEM. I HOPE YOUR STAFFS WILL BE PATIE T FC
ABOUT THREE DAYS DURING WHICH WE WILL EVACUATE AND TALLY VERY
SUPERATIAL BOOTY.
C. YESTERDAY, I DESCRIBED THE LARGE SKETCH MAPS UNCOVERED or 19
APRIL IN A BUNKER COMPLEXY THE FIRST ONE WAS PROVED TO BE TOTALLY
ACCURATE; IT FACILITATE? TREASURE KUNTING TO HAVE A DETAILED MAP
WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO *DIG HERE. THE FOUR-DIGIT NUMBER en THE
CKETCHES OPROCITE EACH MOOCH CORRESPONDED TO THE BUMPER MARKINGS
or THE OPERABLE RUSSIAY TRUCKS A FEH METERS AWAY FROM THE CORR-
ESPONDING SHELTER.
3. & FEW PRELIMINARY HIGHL IGHT MAY BE OF INTEREST:

A. ME DO NOT YET KNOW N'HEY DEPOT MAC ESTABL ISHED. HOWEVER, THE
PUSSIAN COMMAND CAR HAS A CAMAS TOP UNION SHOWS NO SIGY OF DETER-
ICO. TION DUE ATMOCPMERIC CONDITION: SIX TRUCKS WERE DRIVE UP
STREAM RED AFTER COMMO CAR POSITIONED. I THEREFFRE ESTIMATE
VEHICLES STONED NOT MORE THAN TWO MOUTHS AGO. LAST WEEK E ENY
KFPT DELTA FORCE AMAY FROM AREA. 121ST EXCOUNTERED MASTILY EMPL ICED
BOORY TRAPS THIS MORNING.

D. SIGUAL EQUIPMENT, ALL BRNND VEN, REPRESENTS MOST SPESTACULA
FIND AND CUR TECH INTELL PEOPLE SHOULD NAVE A FIELD DAY.

c. I HAVE SEE MANY CACKES OF MEDICAL SUPPLIER THIS IS THE
AOCT SIGNIFICANT.

n. LARGE PROPORTION OF THE 122 7M CU" ROUNDS HAVE 4th ARMOD
DEFEATING PROJECTILE.

E. PRINTING PRESS (IN FEVERAL CRATE MUST HAVE BEE" DECTIVED
FOR MR_5 on HIGHER. IT WILL NAMOLE PAPER "TOOK 30 INCHES WIDE.

F. TRULY A GENERAL DEPOT; ARMS, ATTO, MEDICAL, QUARTERMASTER,
SIGUAL, MISCELLANEOUS.
4. 191ST WILL MOVE pu TO NEXT MAP INDICATED STORAGE AREA IN
PAY OR so.
5. MARM REGARDS.

sen- NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION CITY.
DELIVER DIRING DUTY HOURS292
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TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
INFO LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
ZEI
UNCLAS E F T 0 MAC 5134 EYES ONLY
1. IN RESPONSE TO GENERAL STILWELL'S REQUEST, USAID FORESTRY
EXPERT, K.R. WALTER PIERCE, IS AVAILABLE TO VISIT I CTZ, AND IN
PARTICULAR XXIV CORPS HEADQUARTERS, WHEREVER YOU DESIRED I

UNDERSAND HE IS SUITE FAMILIAR WITH FORESTRY INDUSTRY IN
I CTZ.
2. SUGGEST YOUR STAFF CALL MR. PIERCE DIRECTLY (USAIL 553B)
IC ARRAUSE DATE AND TIME.

SSO NOTE: FELIVES DURING DUTY HOURS
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SECRET/NOFORN

PT008399
PTTSZYUW RUNNWGA0654 1130823 SSSS RHMMAFA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 230825Z APR 69
FH COMNAVPHIL
TO BHMSHVA/COHUSMACY
UHGSAF/CONSEVENTHFLY
RUNUFGA/CO USS REPOSE
INFO RUHGWBC/COMSERVGRU THREE
RUHHBRA/COMSERVPAC
RHAFA/THIRD MAF
RUMUIGKD/COMNAVFORY
RUMMWUA/COMNAVBASE SUBIC
BT
S E E 1 NLFORN LIMDIS
FOR COMMANDERS ONLY
ATTEMPTED ARMS SMUGGLING FROM USS REPOSE (CNF)
A. COMSEVENTIFLY 150550Z FEB 69 (NOTAL)-(NOT HELD BY III MAF)
1. (SNF) THE FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
INDICATES A LACK OF RESPONSIVENESS TO REF A.
2. (SNF) INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED ON 4 PAR THAT AN ATTEMPT
WOULD BE MADE ON THE PART OF TN CONSTANTINO FABELINA

PAGE TWO RUMMWAA664 SECRET NOFORN LIMDIS
RODRIGUEZO USNO 896 06 75 TO SMUGGLE FROM USS REPOSE IN
PORT AT THE U.S. NAVAL BASE: SUBIC RP. AN M-16 TYPE
WEAPON. ON 6 APRIL 1969, RODRIGUEZ WAS OBSERVED LEAVING
THE SHIP WITH A LARGE BOX: RODRIGUEZ WAS APPREHENDED AND
A SEARCH OF THE PACKAGE DISCLOSED FOUR M=16 BARREL
ASSEMBLIES
3. (SNF) RODRIGUEZ ADMITTED TRANSPORTING THE STOCK
(TRIGGER HOUSING GROUP, ETC.) TO HIS HOME IN SAN MARCELINO
ON 16 FEB 1969 ? HE ADMITTED BRINGING THIS PORTION OF THE
WEAPONS INTO THE PHILIPPINES FROM VIETNAM WHEN HE WAS ON
AN R&R FLIGHT FROM VIETNAM TO MANILA. HE STATED THAT HE
PRUCHASED THE WEAPONS FROM A SHIPMATE IDENTIFIED AS
PC3 RONALD Es BAILEY. USN 820 08 59. AND HM1 DELOS
BRANDON, USN. 466 28 75. PRESENTLY STATION Y SPECIAL
SERVICES, QUANG TRI. RVN. RODRIGUEZ ALSO IMPLICATED TN
JUANITO AVALDE ARANDA. USN. B96 06 60g USS REPOSE, AS
HAVING PRUCHASED ONE OF THE FOUR RECOVERED WEAPONS IN
FEB 69. ACCORDING TO RODRIGUEZ. THESE WEAPONS WERE
TRANSPORTED FROM QUANG TRI, RVN. TO USS REPOSE BY BAILEY,
VIA HELICOPYER IN A WOODEN BOX.

PAGE THREE RUMAWGA0654 SECRET NOFORN LIMOIS
do (SNF) RODRIGUEZ ALSO ADVISED THAT IN EARLY MARCH 69
BAILEY CALLED HYM TO THE POSTOFFICE ABOARD THE SHIP AND
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SEGRET/NOFORN

SECRET

DISPLAYED ANOTHER Me16 AND A 33 CALIBER PISTOLM RODRIGUEZ
PURCHASED THE PISTOL FOR $90 AND STATEHE GAVE THE PISTOL
TO N GREGORIO Eg GUMBAYANe USNe 589 77 600 USS REPOSE
WHO PLANNED TO TAKE THE PISTOL OFF THE SHIP FOR
RODGIGUEZ. FUMBAYAN CLAIMED TO RODRIGUEZ THAT HE
BURIED THE PISTOL BECAUSE HE WAS FRIGHTENED AND ID
NOT WANT TO GET INVOLVED. RODRIGUEZ ALSO STATED THAT
SHIPMATE TN BENJAMIN BERDARDINO PANELO. USN. 777 01 06.
PURCHASED THE M=16 FOR $100. PANELO TOLD RODRIGUEZ THAT
HE WAS GOING TO TRANSPORT THE WEAPON TO MANILA VIA A
SUITCASE THAT WAS TO BE GIVEN TO NURSE (NOT FURTHER
IDENTIFIED) WHO WOULD TRANSPORT IT TO MANILA WHERE IT
WOULD BE RETRIEVED BY PANELO.
5. (SNF) PANELO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY APPREHENDED AT HIS
RESIDENCE AT PASIG RIZAL HE STATED HE PURCHASE THE
WEAPON FROM BAILEY ABOARD USS REPOSE AND REMOVE IT
FROM THE SHIP TO HIS RESIDENCE BY HAVING LT KIRBY NC s
USN. CARRY IT OFF. PANELO MAINTAINED THAT LT KIRBY WAS

PAGE FOUR RUMANGA0654 SECRE T NOFORN LIMDIS
NOT AWARE THAT THE WEAPON WAS IN HIS BAGGAGE WHICH SHE
CARRIED OFF THE REPOSE FOR HIM. PANELO SURRENDERED THE
CANVAS BAG CONTAINING ONE COLT AR-15 RIFLE. MODEL
M16A1, WITH AMOUNTION.
60 BUD INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING. RESULTS WILL BE
FORWARDED,
62-4
BT
#0654
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00 UUMSQ
DE UUMS 4110 1138921
ZNY CCCCC
0 2309202 APR 69
FROM: COMUSMACV
TO: UUMSQ/CG III MAF D'A NA NG
UUMSA/CG I FFORCEV NHA TRANG
UUMSB/CG II FFORCEV LONG BINK
UUMSD/CG DMAC CAN THO
BT
:ONFIDENTI A L (J3)
SUBJ: REPORTING REQUIREMENTS (U)
FOR BGEN DOOLEY, C/S III MAF. BG KALERGIS, C/S I FFORCEV,
BG HUFFMAN, C/S II FFORCEV. COL DUNHAM, C/S, DMAC, FROM
BGEN MCLAUGHLIN, DEPUTY AC/S J3, MACV
Do CCD AS A RESULT OF THE 2.0 APRIL COMMANDER'S CONFERENCE
HOSTED BY COMUSMACV. IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT CERTAIN
INFORMATION ON PACIFICATION WILL BE PRESENTED, TO COMUSMACV
AT THE WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATES UPDATE ON SATURDAY.
THE INFORMATION WILL BE PROVIDED TO THIS HEADQUARTERS IN THE
FORM OF WEEKLY AND MONTHLY REPORTS FROM ACTION ADDRESSES BY
DIVISION TACTICAL AREA AND SPECIAL TACTICAL ZONE.
2.o CUD THE FOLLOWING AREAS ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR REPORTS

PAGE ? UUMS AIVCONFIDENTIAL
ON A WEEKLY BASIS:
A. ENEMY INITIATED ATTACKS BY FIRE.
B. ENEMY INITIATED GROUND ATTACKS.
Co WEAPONS LOST/CAPTURED.
Do HOI CHANH RATE.
E. VCI NEUTRALIZATION.
3. RUD THE FOLLOWING AREAS ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR REPORTS
ON A MONTHLY BASIS:
Ao ARVN BATTALION DAYS ON RD SUPPORT.
Bo ARVN BATTALION DAYS ON OPERATIONS.
Co BRIDGE SECURITY.
Do HIGHWAY SECURITY.
E:o RAIIIOAD SECURITY.
F.o WATERWAY SECURITY.
G. RF/PF PROGRESS.
Hs HAMLET PACIFICATION.
I's PSDF DEXELOPMENT.
Do REFUGEES.
Ko DESERTION RATE CARVN, RF/PF, CIDB).
Lo HEALTH INDICATORS CMALARIA RATES, ETC.do

PAGE / LOP 2 PAGES

CONFIDENTIAL3 OF 6 COPIES111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COPY
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PAGE 3 LUMS
Qo. (U) IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT REPORTING REQUIREMENTS ARE

REALISTIC AND DO NOT CAUSE UNDUE BURDEN ON REPORTING HEAC-

QUARTERS, A MEETING WILL BE HELD AT HQb MACV. IN THE COMMAND

CONFERENCE ROOM, RM 1833 AT 1420 HOURS ON 24 APRIL TO DISCUSS

THE NEW REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, REQUEST YOU SEND A REPRESENTA:

TIVE OR REPRESENTATIVES TO THIS MEETING WHO HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF

THE AVAILABILITY OF DATA PERTAINING TO THE SUBJECTS OUTLINED

IN PARAGRAPHS 2 AND 3 ABOVE:
So CCY THREE OF THE AREAS LISTED IN PARAGRAPH 2 ABOVE WILL

BE PRESENTED TO COMUSMACV DURING THE 26 APRIL WIEU. INFORMATION

ON THESE SUBJECTS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR EACH DTA AND SPECIAL TACTICAL

ZONE BY WEEK, BEGINNING WITH THE WEEK ENDING & JAN 69 UP. TO AND

INCLUDING THE WEEK ENDING 19 APRIL 1969. USING THESE CRITERIA, REQUEST

YOU PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO THIS HEADQUARIERS:

Do NUMBER OF ENEMY INITIATED ATTACKS BY FIRE.

Bo NUMBER OF ENEMY. INITIATED GROUND ATTACKS.

Co NUMBER OF HOI CHANNS.
IN ORDER TO ALLOW TIME FOR PREPARATION OF VISUAL AIDS AND NAR-

RATIVES, FURTHER REQUEST THIS INFORMATION BE PROVIDED BY COUIER

OR MESSAGE NLT 1400 HOURS 2A APRIL 1969.

PAGE 4 UUMS ALIV C ONFID E NIII A L

60 (U) ACKNOWLEDGE AND PROVIDE NAME' GRADE AND SERVICE NUMBER

OF EACH REPRESENTATIVE TO MACJ3-06 AT MACV 2114H OR EAC 382.

BPOS
BT
411V

PAGE 2.0F 2 PAGES
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DC/S DM

4/26 MAX
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fN HEISlER C,G 1 S1,LOG COfliD LBN ftVN 
TO fEEi:itY" CG FORCE LOG C (XllD' DNG, RVN 
INFO ABHAMS CONUSMAt:V .1 
fl:1LDREN DeG USARV 
NICKERSON CG III MAr 
zgN 
UICLAS EFT OARV 1135 EYES ONLY 
1 .. '1 IrHSH.:ro EXPRESS f¥lY APPRECIATION FOR. W>Uri: HE.CEf\lY ACTION 1" 
RESERVltJG TWO N107/1UI GUN CHASSIS FOR ARj);Y USE Hli A .C-:'NTINGENCY. ; 
2. ADgieUA is: STOCKS HAVE ARRlvtD IN- COUNTRY FOR OUR USE, SO TM£. 
POSSIBL,E NEED FOR YOUR ASSETS NO LONGER EXISTS. 
!. 'lOUin ACTION '15 AN OUTstANDING EXAMPLE OF THE ItvTE,RSERVlcr 
COOPER~TIVE EFFORT FOR WHIck WE ARE ALL STRIVING. PLEASE ACCEPT 
MY PERSONAL THANKSr 
WAR'.t'! RliCGARDS 

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR !:RANSf>~ISS'ION ot~L '( 
DELIVER DURl~G NOR(lJAL DUTY HOUr;S 

12. 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

02602202 ZYH ZFF $
FN HEISER CG 1ST LOG COMD LBN RVN
TO FEELEY CG FORCE LOG C OND DNG RVN
INFO ABRAMS COMUSMADV
MILDREN DCG USARV
NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 ARV 1135 EYES ONLY
1. I WISH DTO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR YOUR RECENT ACTION IN
RESERVING TWO M107/110 GUN CHASSIS FOR ARMY USE IN A CENTINGENCY.
2. ADEQUATE STOCKS HAVE ARRIVED IN- COUNTRY FOR OUR USE, SO THE
POSSIBLE NEED FOR YOUR ASSETS NO LONGER EXISTS.
3. YOUR ACTION IS AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF THE INTERSERVICE
COOPERATIVE EFFORT FOR WHICH WE ARE ALL STRIVING. PLEASE ACCEPT
MY PERSONAL THANKS
WARM REGARDS

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER DURING NORMAL DUTY HOURS

120
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PT000819 
OTTUZYUW RUMLBPA4855 1160330~UUUU.~RHMMA~Ao 
lNRUUUUU 
() ,2602532 APR 6gi 
FiJl es x)<]; V COiRPS' pHS 
TO R~'n.ljMAFA/(;G, I II MAF ONG 
IN~C ~UMHLAICG 1ST MAR. O!V 
Sf 

F
"ii . )-

,:rJllI!I 

U~~LA$ 01906 A\H:b:GD PER50N~L FOR GENERAL N1tCKERSON FROM 
51'1LLWE,l,.l C ; .' 

·5UB.J~ CON1'ROt, AND SECURllY OF VEHICLe: r-10VEr"ENuS'PHU BAlI 
OA ~s\NG~DA N~:NGtPHU SA li: !' . . 

ftfF~ Ac. CG@~OaV CORPS MSG~DrG lG0835Z i&PR 69 0 

Be ce 0 n L ~F' M5G 016 1505182 APr-~ 69 '" f-t...,.~ . 
1~, RE:~UEs!~·fl€::(O~S10£RAT!ON Or- THE DECISION RiEFL£CTiED IN REFERENCE 

B NOT 'frO' Pf.!U11!t . iFRE.E FLOW or: MIL1'fARY tRAFFIC THROUGH THE HAl VAN 
PASS",. ,,'!II" 

2<l Ql;Ji.1 IS A qGREi!\t~ ROUTE FROM DONG Hot TO DA NAN6Ii)SINCE: 
otlOBEit !96thENEMY !~:arIAn:O INCIDENTS J%LONG THIS ROUTE HAVE BEE'N 
F!W .n.! NUMBE~hP~R~~!CULAt?LY IN THE HAl Ve\N PASS@ 
3Q ACCORDING TO xxxv CORPS REtOROSwS1NCE 30 JAN 1969 
lHE~E H~S BE~:N AN iWERAGE OF 232 USi .. nLiTtl,RY VEHICLES PER lr41::EK 
l'flAW!L!NG lH~:OUGH lHE HAl VAN PASS 8Y CO~NOY AND AN .&VERAGE OF 

P9\GIE 2: RU~t.6PA ~855 UNCU\S 
662 US ~·UL;:f~R,( VEHICLES l'RANS!11NG "THE PASS ~ACH WEEK NOT IN 
COi\aVOY" 'fHL"S l~Ht t4,i\JORn'Y OF MILiTARY VEHICLE TRAFF!C iN THE HAl VAN 
PASS IS THE: C:lv:u .. xAN POPULACEh~VERAG1NG 2645 VEHICl£S PER \rJEEK~ 
b'iONE OF WH!tl-l iRAVEL IN ORGANIZED AND ARMED CONVOYSz 
4", IN VIEW Of~ THE ABOVE U\lFOP/MAYIONpANO IN THE INTERESI OF 
INcrtEASINGTI-I[ .CONFIDENCE: U£\jEL OF ALL CONCERNED iN PAC!PICArION 
P~yGRESS"l R~:COMMEND THIS REQUEST BE GiVEN FA\/ORABl.E CONSIOERATXON:} 
5~\l:IlW!t:ll seNOSG 
aT 
~4855 

COpy _ 2.- '. OF t COPIES 
.: .,' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

PT000819
OTTUZYUW RUNLBPA4855 1160330 UUUU. RHMMAFA.
ZNR UUUUU
o 260253Z APR 6@

FOR

FM CG XXIV CORPS PHB
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF DNG
INFO RUNHLA/CG 1ST MAR DIV
BT
UNCLAS 01906 AVII=GD PERSONAL FOR GENERAL NICKERSON FROM
STILLWELL.
SUBJ: CONTROL AND SECURITY OF VEHICLE MOVEMENTS PHU BAI/
DA NANG=DA NANG/PHU BAI
REF: Ac CG+XXIV CORPS MSG DDG 100835Z APR 69.
B. CG.111 MAF MSG DYG 1505182 APR 69. Cyattached
10 REQUEST RECONSIDERATION OF THE DECISION REFLECTED IN REFERENCE
B NOT TO PERMIT FREE FLOW OF MILITARY TRAFFIC THROUGH THE HAI VAN
PASS.

QLa1 IS AS GREEN ROUTE FROM DONG HA TO DA NANG. SINCE2.
OCTOBER 1968,ENEMY INITIATED INCIDENTS ALONG THIS ROUTE HAVE BEEN
FEW IN NUMBERIPARTICULARLI IN THE HAI VAN PASS.
3. ACCORDING TO XXIV CORPS RECORDS, SINCE 30 JAN 1969
THERE HAS BEEN AN AVERAGE OF 232 US MILITARY VEHICLES PER WEEK
TRAVELING THROUGH THE HAI VAN PASS BY CONVOY AND AN AVERAGE OF

PAGE 2 RUMLSPA 4855 UNCLAS
662 US MILITARY VEHICLES TRANSITING THE PASS EACH WEEK NOT IN
CONVOY. THUS THE MAJORITY OF MILITARY VEHICLE TRAFFIC IN THE HAI VAN
PASS IS THE CIVILIAN POPULACE @AVERAGING 2645 VEHICLES PER WEEK.
NONE OF WHICH TRAVEL IN ORGANIZED AND ARMED CONVOYS
40 IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE INFORMATIONGAND IN THE INTEREST OF
INCREASING THE CONFIDENCE LEVEL OF ALL CONCERNED IN PACIFICATION
PROGRESS, 1 RECOMMEND THIS REQUEST BE GIVEN FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION
STILWELL SENDS.
BT
#4855

2 OF 6 COPIESCOPY

#3
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R l00835Z APR69 
FM: CG XXIV CORPS 
TO: CG III MAF DNG 
INFO:IOIST ABN OIV 

CG 1ST MARDIV DNG 

BT 
CONFIDENTIAL/OI627 AVII~GD 

DECLASSIFIED 

··'e·~ 

SUBJ: CONTROL AND SECURITY OF VEHICLE MOVEMENTS PHU BAI/DA NANG, 
DA NANG/PHU BAI (U) 
REF A: CG XXIV CORPS MSG DTG 240056Z OCT 68 (C) 

B: CG III MAP MSG DTG 270702Z SEP 68 (e) 
C: eG III MAF MSG DTG 070634Z NOV 68 (C) 
D: eG III MAF MSG DTG 020614Z NOV 68 (e) 

1. (C) DURING THE PERIOD BEGINNING WITH THE SUBMISSION OF 
REFERENCE 'A' TO THE PRESENT,INITIATED ENEMY ACTIVITY 
IN THE HAL VAN PASS HAS BEEN RELATIVELY NEGLIGIBLE. 
2. (e) IN THE INTEREST OF RELIEVING THE PRESENTLY REQUIRED 
INTERNAL SECURITY FORCE FOR USE.IN TACTICAL OPERATIONS AND 
IN THE tNTEREST OF INCREASING THE OVERALL USE OF THE HIGHWAY. 
BY ALL CONCERNED, REQUEST T.HAT THE CONVOY REQUIREMENT THROUGH 
THE HAL VAN PASS (REF B.MODIFIED BY REF C;AND D)·: BE WITHDRAWN 
AN THAT TRAFFIC BE ALLOWED TO FLOW FREELY WITHOUT DIRECTION. 
OF TRAVEL BEING RESTRICTED TO THE TIME OF DAY (REF D) 
GP-4 
BT 
#3794 

DECLASSIFIED 

R 100835Z APR69
FM: CG XXIV CORPS
TO: CG III MAF DNG
INFO: 101ST ABN DIV

CG 1ST MARDIV DNG

BT
CONFIDENTIAL/01627 AVII-GD

tray

SUBJ: CONTROL AND SECURITY OF VEHICLE MOVEMENTS PHU BAI/DA NANG,
DA NANG/PHU BAI (U)
REF A: CG XXIV CORPS MSG DTG 240056Z OCT 68 (C)

B: CG III MAF MSG DTG 270702Z SEP 68 (C)
C: CG III MAF MSG DTG 070634Z NOV 68 (C)
D: CG III MAF MSG DTG 020614Z NOV 68 (C)

1. (C) DURING THE PERIOD BEGINNING WITH THE SUBMISSION OF
REFERENCE 'A' TO THE PRESENT, INITIATED ENEMY ACTIVITY
IN THE HAI VAN PASS HAS BEEN RELATIVELY NEGLIGIBLE.
2. (C) IN THE INTEREST OF RELIEVING THE PRESENTLY REQUIRED
INTERNAL SECURITY FORCE FOR USE IN TACTICAL OPERATIONS AND
IN THE INTEREST OF INCREASING THE OVERALL USE OF THE HIGHWAY
BY ALL CONCERNED, REQUEST THAT THE CONVOY REQUIREMENT THROUGH
THE HAI VAN PASS (REF B MODIFIED BY REF C AND D) BE WITHDRAWN
AN THAT TRAFFIC BE ALLOWED TO FLOW FREELY WITHOUT DIRECTION
OF TRAVEL BEING RESTRICTED TO THE TIME OF DAY (REF D)
GP-4
BT
#3794

# 3

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

Div

140310ZA

RITCZYUN RHMMAFA2082 1058518-cCCC- 8RUMLBPA RUMHLAA RUMLMJA.
ZNY CCCCC

HAS BEEN SENTB 1505 18Z APR 69 ORIGFM CG III MAE REL 500TO RUML8PA/CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI DIST AINFO RUMHLAA/CG FIRST MARDIV CON 2082R LMLMJA/CG ONE ZERO ONE ABN DIV (AM) CAMP EAGLE
BI
C 0 N Fs I D E N I I A L
CONTROL AND SECURITY OF VEHICLE MOVEMENTS PHU BAI/DANANG a DANANG/
PHU BAI (U)
Ao CG: XXIV CORPS MSG CITE 01627 AVIIGD DTG 100835Z APR 69
1. (C) REQ CONTAINED IN REF A DISAPPROVED.
GP-Q
BT
2082

CONFIDENTIAL111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COPY OF COPIES

#3
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DECLASSIFIED 

.. , ...... . . 

l%cr TCe' 
.~~ST A 

. CC~· ~.40~5 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

RETURN

MAF
G-4

AU7G 438
RUMLBPN RUMLMJAP

DE RUMHLA 1735 1040318
ZNY CCCCC ACT TCC
P 1403132 APR 69 DIST A
FMECG FIRST MARDIV D NG CCN 14005TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF DNG
INFO RUMLBPN/CG XXIV CORPS PH8
RUMLMJA/CG ONE ZERO ONE ABN DIV CEE
BT
C 0 N F I DENTIAL
CNIL AND SCT Y OF VEH MOVEMENTS PHU BAI/DANANG A N A NG / P H J

BAI (U)
A. CG XXIV CORPS 100835Z A PR 69

le SCD THE PROPOSAL CNT N IN REF A TO WITHDRAW CONOYRIS
THROUGH HAI VAN PASS AND PERMIT TRAFFIC TO FLOW FREELY
REGARDLESS OF D DRECTION AND TIME OF DAY IS NOT CONCURRED IN.
2. SCD RECENT CONTACTS BY UNITS THIS DIV IN AREAS IMMED
AD JACENT TO HAI VAN PASS IND C PRESENCE OF EN FOR SUFFICIENT
TO CONSTITUTE SRS AND CONTINUING THREAT TO UNORGANIZED/
UNCONVOYED TRAFFIC.
3. SCD CONSIDER CONTINUING LOW LEVEL OF EN ACT Y AGAINST
TRAFFIC IS DUE PRINCIPALLY TO SCT Y MEASURES NOW IN FORCE
GP-4
BT
1735

1803
CONFIDENTIAL11-1 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COPIES

#3
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A - ACTION I COG~UZANCE I 

,I 
C - COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION SERIALlit I CONTROL DATE I , I - I N FO~MATION 

261104Z APR 1969 coPY. eX OF ~ i S - SIGNATURE COPIES ~ECO :1 
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INITIAL J 
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ROUTE SECTION CODE PERSONAL FOR LTGEN NICKERSON 
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IN OUT i 
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REMARKS I 

I 
DeG rl lriCt ''"( ~ ~ '" . -- - THfSDOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND I 

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHI'" I ~ C/S ~ : , 
I 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

DC/S IT_ ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 
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DCIS PLAt • 
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1- / INFORMATION
2 OF 6261104Z APR 1969S- SIGNATURE COPIES RECOCOPY *

DATE /SUBJECT
SECTION INITIALROUTE CODE PERSONAL FOR LTGEN NICKERSONOUTIN

How

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHINDCG AIR

2 IC/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC/S PLAN

4/20IS/S
G-1

G-2

FOR

G-3

HAS copy
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

HA S copy
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD
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SUPPLY

LEGAL
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WJNFrDENTIA~ , 
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l.PlTeZVUw s'i!JMUGKD7667 '1161;' a4,-';tCcc""'~~'RHi'<lMA:=A·~ 
lIMY tttCt 
p ~61104Z AP~ 69 
F~ e;OMNAVf'OR~J 
10 kH~1itF fVee ! I ! t,1Af 
it'!?, 10., 

CON F ! 0 E N ¥ ! A L 
PEJ';J:SO~~l~L ?'(j~ L n;EN hliCKERSON FROf.1 2U~4WALl 
XC1"rZ SHfLtER PROGf~AM HH 
Ao t6 III MAF 22055UZ APR 69 
1" H:~S.Ultk!~ECl TO YOUR CO~iCVfW:[NCEr 1 PROPOSE. 
FCLLOi.JlING QUO'fa 3 
F~ to¥i1Ii!WF'O~V 
TO CG Ill: ~AF ONG 

t01MNAVFORV HtP m\lG 
JirJFO COMUSMAC\I 
cn~CP~CfL l' 
t6 FMF PAC 
CO~~'F Ik 1Z« lIiJ[~~ yp tiC 
tG FltRSr ~~D\i1I 
q:O:<'n'HiHdJ NtB 
01tC RVN 

PAGe: 2. RU~~U.6KD1661 CON f ! DEN r ! iii l 
CC~f'! .. rU~D t~C8 ~tEP S6H 
FIiSU DMS 
ST 
CON F'l 0 E N T i A L 
tLHtlCRAFT S~l~l T£~ p~OeRAM « U)i 
i.s CS 2l.11. ~~Af' ~2.D55t~.z APR 69 «C» 
i3" COitN~1JFi/)ft\l 1408202 AP}~ 69 H;» ~NOlt\l~ 
1 v (t ~ CtJ!'t}CUf{ W:t "in'1 PLAN FOR USE OF ($51' 599 V I) 0 0 ~ FOR 
AIRCRI\FY ~;H£L!d~S PRO~:~ED PAR~ SA REF A;; 
2 .. (C» fO~~ C(N'@jN~VFOHV KE? ONG," R!EQUESr SU8f~!r THIS HaIRS EARLiEST 
00 FooMS 139~, FOR SUB.J~Cl PROGRAtJi PER PN-<,A 5A REF A;;; REQ SUBMtT 
AS F~ S~~PNtIWE lPROJECrS g t"'lAG,,'<t6 ONE;" MAG''''12 !~: 13CHU LAIl' 
~6Mi'~36 PHi.» BAIt' iVIAG~<39 GTRll USE LA"!l'f:::51 COS.T E:ST AVAH.p,au::" 
3" H;~ PiU>JEe:r C;:<521v M'\G;~:11DNGif AM) \>~903v r-.~SU DNG~ PRESENTLY 
or~ CO~ ~!%!uESr SUBt'111f TH!S HQTRS EARL£E:Sl ADMHHSlRJH!IJE CHANGE 
~EQUES1i ~O~ l'H[S~ PRO,JEC~So 
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GREATEST MATERIAL LOSSES RE VE MAD DUR ING THE ENTIRE WAR. 1I.L

AVE BEEN TOLD THAT THE LOSSES INVOLVED IN AMRO ALORE
BILL EXCEED su WILLION DOLLARS. FURTHERMORE, IT'S BEER
REPORTED TO ME THAT THE CONDITIONS $ 83 USMC ASP NUMBER 2 ARE

MORE CONGESTED THAN ASP NUMBER 1, ALTHOUGH I ALSOwen
OVERSTAND THAT TalS PROBLEM IS BEING WORKED OII,

The WHOLE REASON FOR SAFETY PROGRAMS, 1.E. SECREGATION OF
AMO, BERAS, FIRE PREVENTION, AND OTHER MEASURES, ARE AIMED
AT AVOIDING These RARE OCCURRENCES.
3. THE SYSTEM HAS GOT TO BE IMPROVED.
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to RADM FREEMAN, COMCRUDESPAC WILL BE VISITING SHIPS OF THE GUNLINE

AND 10 MAY. AN IMPORTANT ADJUNCT TO HIS NG FS VISIT WOULD BE AN9
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