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DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
CG III MA.F 01l200Z, Am69 (u/E) fY~I>-1 ' 

roR SIMPSOl\ DAVIS, Q.UIIJrER & FEE:IEY FROM -NICKElRScn 
REASSIGNMENT MARINE CORPS COWNELS WITHIN TillS C ~1M.AND 

9~;:I;= =:=, (V;']!) 
'ml~ wSiPP mo CTIAlf R _3 rd 

17. CG III MAl' 031514Z APR69 (s) EXCLUSIVE qp-4 
roR GmYB moM NICKERSON /II 
mABOY ON lOUR lRIEFlNG TODAY'- CONCEPT APPROVED FRO PLANNING sum TO 
AVAlIABILM OF DEIJrA FORCE & CON b'LEMllETS 

CG III MAF 031516Z AIR'69 (s) EXCLUSIVE Cft.>-.-J 
FOR BOSE mOM NICEERSCN ? 
NEM JERSEY EMPIOYMENT 

19. CG nI ,MAF 042340Z APR69 (s) EYE'S OOLY C1P-J 
FOR A:BRAMS FROM NICKERSON I" 
IN RESPONSE YOUR QUERY, THIRD MARDIV MBG 020140Z APR69 IS QUOTED FOR moo 
DAVIS & THE upm NEWS STORY 

20., cis III MAF o 5040 1Z, APR69 (s) EYES CNLY 11- 1 

FOR ViIN RYZlN t BUSE & DAVIS FROM OOOLEY 
RFADDRESSAL OF NlCKERSCtT'S Msa TO ARUMS FtlRNISlIlNG DAVIS'S 020140Z Affi69 
DAVIS & THE UPI STCRY 

21. \ > CG III MAF 051440Z APR69 (s ) EYES ONLY t -rlol ';-/''''-Jd 

RR BUSE FROM NICEERSON 

22. 

23.' 

PASSES CG III MAY MSG 042l~4Z Am 69 
SERVICE FORCE ACTION~ r:e~~.R""" ,s/jI 

CG III MaF 060158Z, APR69 (C) MCOO 
EXCESS RlOOREA.TION FUNDS 

CG III MAF 0602442', APR69 (c) MeED 
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS 

24 •. CG III MAF 060246Z APR69 (C) MCEO ~?-4 
EXCESS; RECREATION FUNDS IN COUNTRY 

25 ~~ TTT MAE Q993QQZ ~PPiQ (9) 
~QP ?IIMNE T FROM NP;;;iii5iiON -
Ui'liilTPQJ UP DIU;. liilQP .liiljW WQh7E1l ACKNQ¥Z.FDCEP IpIUeL pm TEED 'PQ WQPER 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CG III MAF 011200Z APR69 (U/E) Group -415.
FOR SIMPSON, DAVIS, QUILTER & FEELEY FROM NICKERSON
REASSIGNMENT MARINE CORPS COLONELS WITHIN THISC OMMAND

-66 011916800 III MAP
TOR GOTD FROM WATER

AGMY VISTM mo CTLAM R. MIRT

CG III MAF 031514Z APR69 (s) EXCLUSIVE
go-4

17.
FOR GEITTS FROM NICKERSON
ATTABOY ON YOUR BRIEFING TODAY - CONCEPT APPROVED FRO PLANNING SUBJ TO
AVAILABILITY OF DELTA FORCE & CCN ELEMENTS

18. CG III MAF 031516z APR69 (s) EXCLUSIVE
gp-4FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON

NEW JERSEY EMPLOYMENT

CG III MAF 04234OZ APR 69 (s) EYE'S ONLY
gp-'19.

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
IN RESPONSE YOUR QUERY, THIRD MARDIV MSG 02014OZ APR69 IS QUOTED FOR INFO
DAVIS & THE UPM NEWS STORY

gp-1c/s III MAF 050401Z APR69 (s) EYES ONLY20.
FOR VAN RYZIN, BUSE & DAVIS FROM DOOLEY
READDRESSAL OF NICKERSON'S MSG TO ABRAMS FURNISHING DAVIS'S 02014OZ APR 69
DAVIS & THE UPI STORY

CG III MAF 051440Z APR69 (s) EYES ONLY go
Not shown21.

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
PASSES CG III MAF MSG 042334Z APR69
SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS Program

CG III MAF 060158Z APR69 (c) MCEO22.
go-4EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS

23. CG III MAF 060244Z APR69 (c) MCEO
gp-4EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS

group-4CG III MAF 060246Z APR69 (c) MCEO24.
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS IN COUNTRY

IIT MAI 0807007 ADD69 (c)25
FOR ZUMWAIT FROM INICKERSON

moUNCRIPT VD MSC FOR SEN TOWER

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED 

CG m 19.1' 04Q145Z APlt69 (TS) -& r ~ f 
"" .. Fm :stJSE mOM NICKERSON 

.... iwDDRESSAL OF AmAMS ~1218ZI m69, SUBJt' smVICE :&\'ROE A01'IONS 

00, In MAF 04Q146Z, APR69 (m) Gr-f 
D ~USE FROM NICKERSON ' 

"READDRESSAL OF A:BRAMS 031042Z .APR69, SUBJ: SERVICE IDRCE ACTIONS 

CG III MAF 04Q147Z APR69 (TS) ~f-I 
FUR :SUSE mOM mCKmSON 
,NO SUCCESS W/KY-3 •• WILL TRY 5 APR: (SERVICE ACTIONS TO D]tREASE SUPPORT OF wm) 

!Xl III MAF 042339Z APR69 (TS) EYES OIlLY Gr-/ 
mR KffiAMS ]ROM NIC~RSON 

~ POSS,DLE PREElMPrlVE MOVE AGAINST mm's LOO IN :sA 614 & KHAM DUC AREA 
NEED Dm,TA R)RCE, CCN SUPPORT & AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE .- PREPARED 'ro DISCUSS: 

08 IIlil" 0514i5i mH9 (ms) .. WirM .0 Mil' n DE iBm, NJ(1KFPSOIl 
iiH\iFisn .. OF ~mnf 011Qj7Z UR G9 iWDDPESSZHQ ~ me TQ moult' 0129J~ 'v-9 
Mil illMiWT PIst liM .. I 

88 III )tIf 0981456' .\ii63 ('0) IMO Oli! 
ggi] a_IIO), iWiIiiQ 

'iiUilJi it !!Iii OilY'" .iii __ 

ga III iii' lOOni? APB~ Ws) EWS QWX h 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

GP-47. CG III MAF 0401452 APR69 (TS)

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON

READDRESSAL OF ABRAMS 3012182 MAR69, SUBJ: SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS

CG III MAF 040146Z APR69 (TS) GP-4
8. V

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON

- READDRESSAL OF ABRAMS 031042Z APR69, SUBJ: SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS

I CG III MAF 0401472 APR69 (TS) GP-/
9.

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON

NO SUCCESS W/KY-3
-- WILL TRY 5 APR: (SERVICE ACTIONS TO DECREASE SUPPORT OF WAR)

CG III MAF 042339Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY
GP-/

10.

FOR AERAMS FROM NICKERSON

POSSIBLE PREEMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST ENEMY'S LOC IN BA 614 & KHAM DUC AREA
NEED DELTA FORCE, CCN SUPPORT & AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE PREPARED TO DISCUSS

(mc)
III AM69MAD 0514150

MMC ONLY
FOR BOST WROM

PRADORESCAL on ATRAMS
9412377

ADD 60 Am AMO mn MCCATM
0400367 ADD69MAN

III MLP 0001452 APR69 (mg) EVEN ONLY

FORCE DIAMING

REMAINED IN unname ONTAIL COLLIN

1.2 CC III MATI 1002277 APR60 (mc) EVES ONLY
MADTING
VOT

DEMATION INVOICE ununce ONTAIL FOILDED120

2123

DECLASSIFIED
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",~.-.-_."I .... --,._ .•• , ...... ,~ ., .......... ~ •• _-- .. , ...... - --~...-." 
.. . -...r'-.~ __ -"'..." .' " .• -"--~'," ....... - ............ -_ .• 

",,- ';-;-""' 

14~/ 00 TIl MAF 10154QZ Al'R69 (TS} !lIES ONLY of--; 
PASSES III MAF NSG TO NAGY 042339Z APR69 
OPERATIONS AGAmsr ENFl4Y IN BA 614/KE'lIM Due 

15.:,/ CG III MAP 110745Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY 'ir;?-/' 
READDRESSAL OF III MAF 042339Z 
SUBJ: OPERATIONS IN THE KHAM/ DUC/BA 614 AREA, 

16.,/ eG III MAF 121lJl1OZ Al'R1'IJ (TS) Dl &?-l 
EXCLUSIVE FOR SIMPSON, DAVIS, QUIIJrER & FEELEY ~~1 NICK,ERSON 
PASSES CMC MSG 11131lZ APR69 (A'l'rAIDY FROM C~~ON OPqSECURITY) 

17,'j CG III MAF 130420Z APR69 (TS)'~r-3 
roR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 
OPERATIONS SECURITY mmF FOR COMtJSMA.CV .. 141435H APR69 

'i8. 88 11M! 1. 1.~f5B B'3 (is) 
Ii!@ OOiiiiMfI _*I PiWBBliQI p ... id 

'9CG TTl MAF 11Q9Q'Z ~'9 'iO) 
5 gO lii'O 

a~ CC IF WE 1~ ?j'Z App6~ ~s) 
MH RJiiQ'fIOJT PitilTiU8 

, ',.', 

iJ I "CC 'it1': JiI'1i"::1~l:8~O[ ,'Mit 61, (T8 ):~ 
MOil _WIiEilT FiiAlfiil" ¢ 

22./ CG III ~iAF 210645Z AFR69 (TS) EYES ONLY Gt-/ 
FOR BUSE mD11 NICKEROON 

. PASSES III WJ11 S 042339Z AfR69 
/' (SUBJ: POSSIBLE MOVE AGAmsr mM':{'S LOC IN BA 614 & lffiAM DUC AREA.) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

GP-1CG III MAF 101540Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY14.
PASSES III MAF MSG TO MACV 042339Z APR69

OPERATIONS AGAINST ENEMY IN BA 614/KHAM DUC

CG III MAF 110745Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY GP-115.

READDRESSAL OF III MAF 042339Z

SUBJ: OPERATIONS IN THE KHAM/ DUC/BA 614 AREA,

GP-4CG III MAF 121400Z APR 69 (TS) MCEO16.
EXCLUSIVE FOR SIMPSON, DAVIS, QUILTER & FEELEY FROM NICKERSON

PASSES CMC MSG 111311Z APR69 (ATTABOY FROM CHAPMANON OPSSECURITY)

GP-3CG III MAF 130420Z APR69 (TS)17.

FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
- 141435H APR69OPERATIONS SECURITY BRIEF FOR COMUSMACV

00 III MAP 1409250 HRC (ms)10.
TO CONTECTLOV

MODAR DIANNTS

CC III MAIL 1400067 ADB69 (mc)10
mo 00
STORAN DI ANNLINGTwice

M III MAR 771.2267 ADD60
(ms)20.

manan
REDUCTION PLANNING

CC TIT MAT 1712307 ANCO (ms)21
FOROR DISTRIBUTION PLANKING

CG III MAF 210645Z APR69 (TS) EYES ONLY 67-122.

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON

PASSES III MAF'S 042339Z APR69

(SUBJ: POSSIBLE MOVE AGAINST ENEMY'S LOC IN BA 614 & KHAM DUC AREA)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

--t.J • • 
26. CG III MAF 080"948Z APR69 (C) 1/-4-

FOR STILWELL, SIMPSON, DAVIS, GETTYS, QUILTER./ ZAIS & FEELEY 
FROM NICKERSON 
CASUALTIES BY FRIENDLY FIREPOWER (UNNECSESSARY CASUALTIES) 

27. CG III MAF 080952Z APR69 (S) NOFORN c:tJ:..-~l 
PERSONAL FOR ZUMWALT INFO HOFFMANN AND STEFFERUD FROM DWYER 
OPERATIONS ON THE eUA DAI RIVER (u) 

iii CC TIl AanE pal HE? DPPER (in 
;WgR HUT iQlliUU BJlFQ [MIL iCQN AND FEW JtX Buma Dom p. 
m,iii" ~Hil Jjfii>W1 (iIWRiR) 

~ CO TIT WE 999jJ 67 QPP~ (g) • 
,Nil ."fit!1I' Hl9I1 QJilUiill • ill 
alii' 1Ii: QGQJi4ih Reiiiila &.. COOP Troy> 

".- CG III: MAF lOO23OZ: APR69 (c) SPECAT CJr--1 
RR SlMPSON,DAVIS & QUImFR ]ROl-7 NfCKliRSON 

;1- , 

AIR GRAOUND BJfl:OONNEL EXCHANGE (RElATES TO USAGE OF HElOS) 

OG III MA.F lOO842Z, APR69 (s) MCID qp -4, 
FIXED "WING STRIKE REPORT (u) IJI 

00 III MAF 101524& APRti;! (s) MCEO cp- I­
FOR J3USE FROM NICKERSON 
VIsrr BY SENATOR roWER TO III MAF 

;;~ CG III MAF 101526Z, APR69 (s') SPfiJCAT EXCLUSIVE r7'--1 
FOR A.1R.A}'fS :mOM NICKERSON 
VIS:rr OF SENAIDR TOWER TO III MAF 

;! Q Q'S .11 UJli' llQ7121il JlJ2iQriQ (0) 
.. ~Qia RAIN'S! E FJ2QU A1TOYEPSON 
-;@'ij~' fi!!l HiilIsil"Ui· Wi QQUiJ I I mODI' T BE HEBE· GA pr XOUNGPAT E WIn 

35. CG III MAF 160710Z APR69 (s) t:;4 
FOR BGEN LEE FROM LTGEN mc SON 
CO"NBlNID OpmATION TO REOPEN THE SONG CAU DAI/.., r';( 

36. ~ CG III MAF 161242Z APR69 (S) 41CEO 6".6- if1 
StJ.B!lERSIVE ACTIVJ!l'IES REPORT (U) r 

37.,- CG ITl MAF 180202Z APR69 (8) FOR 41.. -4-
FOR JONES FROM NICKERSON 1(1 

ORDNANCE EQUIPMENT DElIDlimE eU) 

38:' " . CG III MA.F 180617 Z APR 69 (C) :roR Cj;p - + 
RlR ZAIS & GEJl1TYS FROM YOtJNGDALE /f! 
COMPARISON OF KILL RATIOS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CG III MAF 080948Z APR69 (C) gp-426.
FOR STILWELL, SIMPSON, DAVIS, GETTYS, QUILTER, ZAIS & FEELEY
FROM NICKERSON
CASUALTIES BY FRIENDLY FIREPOWER (UNNECSESSARY CASUALTIES)

CG III MAF 080952Z APR69 (S) NOFORN go-427.
PERSONAL FOR ZUMWALT INFO HOFFMANN AND STEFFERUD FROM DWYER
OPERATIONS ON THE CUA DAI RIVER (U)

cc MAIR 0876467 ADD69 (II)20
FOR TIAN DVZIN INCO WITCON AND EFFLEY FROM DOOU
HOBO THE DOG (SJURED)

cc III MAN ARRCO (c)29
FOR FROM moun
Date yn 0003047 ROCUR e coon IIIIV

4CG III MAF 100230Z APR69 (c) SPECAT go-30.
FOR SIMPSON, DAVIS & QUILTER FROM NICKERSON
AIR GRAOUND PERSONNEL EXCHANGE (RELATES TO USAGE OF HELOS)

gp-4
CG III MAF 100842Z. APR69 (s) MCEO31. I

FIXED WING STRIKE REPORT (U)

gp-4
CG III MAF 101524% APR69 (s) MCEO32.

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
VISIT BY SENATOR TOWER TO III MAF

CG III MAF 101526Z APR69 (s) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
group - 433.

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
VISIT OF SENATOR TOWER TO III MAF

CC 1107202 ADD69 (c)34
FOR DRINCIE FROM AITCVIDCON

WTTXYOUR RD WELCOME mo COME I WONLIN HERE. CARL YOUNGDALE

CG III MAF 160710Z APR69 (s) Gp-435.
FOR BGEN LEE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
COMBINED OPERATION TO REOPEN THE SONG CAU

DAI/w yearly

CG III MAF 161242Z APR69 (s) MCEO
GP-336.

SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES REPORT (U)

CG III MAF 180202Z APR69 (s) FOR
go-437

FOR JONES FROM NICKERSON
ORDNANCE EQUIPMENT DEADLINE (U)

govt
CG III MAF 1806172 APR 69 (c) FOR38. €

FOR ZAIS & GEITYS FROM YOUNGDALE
COMPARISON OF KILL RATIOS

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

- 39 •. 

41. CG III MA.F 191055Z APR69 (8) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE ~-1-
FOR Gm1S :mOM NICEERSON t /1 

RESETTLEMENT OF CIVILIANS IN BA.TANGAN PENnfSUIA 

42. - CG III HAF' 21OO30Z APR69 (C) FOR ~'-1'- 7 
JroR DYAS ]!ROM NICKBRSON (/ (/ , 
REQ. CONCTRRENCE ON VISIT F/29 APRIL 1969 

43. CG III NAF 211120Z A!R69 (E.) FOR 
FOR CHAE FROM NICKERSON 
"ATrA:OOY ON YOUR DEPARTURE - SORRY ABOur YOUR HEm ACCIDENT & THAT YOU COULDN't 

BE HERE WlTH US" 

44.,..' CG III MAF 241311Z APR69 (S) Ck.~."vi--1 
FOR STILWELLFRON NICKERSON I 
SEND us A CAPTURED TRUCK -- GEN LAM WANTS IT 

-¥S. Ga III lUi' J.HiJ77 AupEe (G) FOP 
POP Mcr AUGHT IN RROM POOL EX " 
Riip8i''iliEWS: ~'ET!IlaFUFNT. (OAPDX E SXPiWHAM WTTX ~TTEDllb) 

.. 6 • 00 I I I HAl? i!!!;liH e iii J1 P iii' Q (TI) ? 

FOP HAY FROM NICKERSON) 
@eH'8@Iili!lI@:l!IA illi iiili'ill 2i' TiD BRA NT °&lUk'ER BONpS t 

47.\.' CG III MAF 251430Z APR69 (8) EYES ONLY h-~ 
FOR SIMPSON & GETTYS FROM NICKERSON , 
OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY 

aiL g. III &4"E J69756Z AJilR69 {C' 
i'QiiI .WllioWi:liolio lWEOQPTT TiP M'POM NICKERSON 
UNF.WIQi>'iPIQ}J INTQ JlT! EGED T AeK OF SUPpORT By EIBST WAW 
(liieliHtT EH T npwgTTGATBIC fi2i'E TQFP R PF4l' UP COOPERATIon) 

49 ~ CG lIIMAF 270844Z APR69 (C) ~- 4-
FOR JONES FROM BUSE AND NICKERifoN I 

.59. 

LOCATION OF CAMP CARROLL -- WE CAN'T MOVE IT --STILL s. RTE 9 

08 III ril:i' jjlggiHl'i llPP69 (C) 
CJ?8~ l!i¥ltel PiilQU JllIQKENWN 

eft" F T eeu!!. Te tfl{F eli i!9 bit 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

gr-439 CG III MAF 181500Z APR69 (s) EYES ONLY
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FRONT ILGEN NICKERSON
THS MSG RESPONDS TO MACV'S QUERY ON THE ROK INCIDENT ON IS APRIL

NOAR PHUOC MY village

CG III MAF 190410Z APR69 (c) EYES ONLY40. Gp-4FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
VISIT TO TFA 29 APR 69

-4CG III MAF 191055Z APR69 (s) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
group

41.
FOR GETTYS FROM NICKERSON
RESETTLEMENT OF CIVILIANS IN BATANGAN PENINSULA

4CG III MAF 210030Z APR69 (c) FOR
group

42. -
FOR DYAS FROM NICKERSON
REQ C ONCURRENCE ON VISIT F/29 APRIL 1969

CG III MAF 2111202 APR69 (U) FOR43.
FOR CHAE FROM NICKERSON
"ATTABOY ON YOUR DEPARTURE - SORRY ABOUT YOUR HELO ACCIDENT & THAT YOU COULDN't
BE HERE WITH US"

CG III MAF 241311Z APR69 (S)
group-444.

FOR STILWELL FRON NICKERSON
SEND US A CAPTURED TRUCK -- GEN LAM WANTS IT

CC ITT MAR 2215277 ADD69 (c) FOR45.
FOR MCTAUCHTIN FROM DOOLEV
REPORTING DOUTREMENTS CLARDY c SYDENHAM WILL ATTEND)

CG III MAP 2512168 ADRED (U)
FROM NICKERSON

CONDOLENCES ON DEATH OF WARRANT OFFICER BONDS

group-4CG III MAF 251430Z APR69 (S) EYES ONLY47.
FOR SIMPSON & GETTYS FROM NICKERSON
OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY

MAR 2607562 APR69 (C)

FOR SMITWELT INFO QUILTER FROM NICKERSON
INVESMICATION INTO ALLECED LACK OF SUPPORT BY FIRST MAW

REQ VD COOPERATTON(BCEN UTTI OFFICER

group-CG III MAF 270844z APR69 (C)49.
FOR JONES FROM BUSE AND NICKERSON
LOCATION OF CAMP CARROLL WE CAN'T MOVE IT -- STILL S. RTE 9

(C)692005197 ADDMADIIICC50.
FOR DYAS FROM NICKERSON

REGRETSDATEWILLCAN T COME TO NKP ON 29th

DECLASSIFIED
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3 .. 

i. 

9. 

6. 

7. 

DECLASSIFIED 

I t!ft!Ve!!lJ5!siB!B VI811' IS mel' iii §§i'U - !L1tN 10 GO Ai BAiER lii'iUi'li 

CG I~I MAF 280600Z APR69 (C) Cjp-4 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON P 
PASSES NOTES GLEANED, FROM MR. POCOCK IN AFTER DINNER DISCUSSION -­
CONCERNS POCOCK i S VIEtPS ON CAMBODIA .AND SIHAl')OUK IN PARTICULAR 

CG III MAF 281130Z APR69 (C) '1.P-1 
FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON /v 
ICTZ SHELTE~PROGRAM 
"UNDERSTAND FUNDS WILL BE REQ UPON RECEIP'.ll 10 MAY STUDY -- IF SO, 

I CONCUR" 

@@ III 1§M2 a818S:!H!'\ i!'W'1il:EiQ' "') 
iIiil~i/iI, iIili!Hiil iIiil'liQi} iIil.ilSi:. I;I;lQ IiiUIi:i: 
PJlIi'Ii'lilli' i[II DBi' il~O'ililR lIPPfiP 

@@ iii illtfl i' iil~il"illii4i iiHiliil.Q 'iii~ 
~::S::Q I::U?\F ::::B:: :::9 

@81I1 t~!iiI i8!1!!iHHH! !I!!I iUHl !I!!~ 
iil8R PAl!! l?HiB Phee 'i'i iiWiil 

'iI!IiI!iiili iii ~~!iI iHlliIQ Uii i!lJiil~ 

CG III MAF 290022Z APR69 (U) 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON --

llli'*, iIiilIPF PiiPOPW iWP: 3 J 

• ..,) 
ll!8!' Fi~@'M' HIt 2 

iiiiPililiiaii PilPliillil1iIil NR 4 

FREEDON HILL/R&R TRANSIENT CENTER AND BRIG,(ASP-l FIRE) 

CC; i[Ii[ DUM' 2QOJslslili ilPPiQ (TT) 

9rj. CG III MAP 291010Z APR69 (S) It- "I 
FOR BUSE FROM NICEKRSON 
PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST CONCERNING FIRE AT ASP-1 

10. CG III MAP 291332'f APR69 (m e~Q n(5l,,~ 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON " 

11. 

12. 

FREEDOM HILL R&R TRANSIENT CENTER AND BRIG - FIRE AT ASP-l 

CG III MAF 300644Z APR69 (.3.> NOFORN CYP.J.f 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON pv 
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIES IN QUANG NAM JAN/FEB 69 & PROBLEM OF 
EEED RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS (C) 

CG III MAP 300645Z APR69 (C) Cf.;,J/ ~ 0 t1~-.....j 
FOR ZUMWALT INFO BONNER FRO~ NICKERS~ 
YOU SHOULD VISIT DNG AREA AND VIEW DAMAGE AS~RESULT OF AS' . (- ,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

1. inr MAT 2005558 APR69 (c)
FOR ADRAMS FROM NICKERSON

DATEVIGITCANCELLED

gp-4
2. CG III MAF 280600Z APR69 (C)

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
PASSES NOTES GLEANED FROM MR. POCOCK IN AFTER DINNER DISCUSSION
CONCERNS POCOCK'S VIEW'S ON CAMBODIA AND SIHANOUK IN PARTICULAR

3. CG III MAF 281130Z APR69 (C)
gp-4FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON

ICTZ SHELTER' PROGRAM
"UNDERSTAND FUNDS WILL BE REQ UPON RECEIPT 10 MAY STUDY -- IF so,
I CONCUR"

ee III MAP 0010525 ARR60 (S)
DASS mo DUCEFOR DAC DWD

3NRREDORMPASSES ITT MAD 2806228 ADR69 RIDEASD

III MAD 2012547 ADD60 (s)5.
PASS mc DUCE*FOR DAG DWD

PASSES III MAP 2723218 APR69 AST FIRE REPORT NR 2

COIII MAP 2012562 APR69 (C)
FOR PAC PWD PAGE TO BUGE
GRASSES III MAP 2809158 APRED ASD REPORT NR 4

7. CG III MAF 290022Z APR69 (U)
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
FREEDON HILL/R&R TRANSIENT CENTER AND BRIG (ASP-1 FIRE)

CC ITT MAE 2001152 ADD69 (II)
FOR DUCE FROM NTOKED.COM
REDIT CEMENT FOR DERCONAL SIENOCRADUED (MYLLYOJA)

CG III MAF 291010Z APR69 (s)9.
FOR BUSE FROM NICEKRSON
PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST CONCERNING FIRE AT ASP-1

10. CG III MAF 291332Z APR69 (U) col Norton
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
FREEDOM HILL R&R TRANSIENT CENTER AND BRIG - FIRE AT ASP-1-

11. CG III MAF 300644Z APR69 (S) NOFORN
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON gp #
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIES IN QUANG NAM JAN/FEB 69 & PROBLEM OF
FEED RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS (C)

CG III MAF 300645Z APR69 (C)
gp-4 Col norton

12.
FOR ZUMWALT INFO BONNER FROM NICKERSON
YOU SHOULD VISIT DNG AREA AND VIEW DAMAGE AS-RESULT OF AS

DECLASSIFIED
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\ .~ • • mMARINE AMPHIB10US FORCE 
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'" . ~~:rl;:io~iiii:" c ~Q)£---~F~ROM~-------~j!:1 D~ATE=~~~~:'" 

X- ORIGINATOR CO III MAli' Ell A 
A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE ~PR I.Q 
C-COMMENT lRECOMMENbATlON 'UIttAI ~/CONTROL . DATE ~~~ 
,- 'N FORMATION Q A .... " .",_ , 1,11 :!¥ 
S-SIGNA7URE lIt..U1iIL"iZ 'copy· OF? _COPIESRECO 

DATE I SU8JECT 
"ROUTE SECTION CODE .... -IN-.--O ...... Ur-l INITIAL ."""., .... 
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TOP S .£ e Pi E t MAC ".36 EY!S 0 .. Y 
SDJEcTtSIR' ICE FORCI: ACT lOIS (U) 
Wi'. Me 4.1C DTtI 3HI16Z MAR " 
1.. (15') I AM .teOMINa INCR!ASl'ftLY CONC!ft19D ABOyT Tll! Pft!S£NT -' 
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ZEM
IOPSECRET
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. FOLLOWING MESSAGE FURNISHED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
QUOTE
0 3012187
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON VIETNAM
TO GEN WHEELER CJCS WASHINGTON DC
ADM MCCAIN CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII
INFO BEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF TSN SAIGON VIETNAM
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON VIETNAM
LeEN MILDREN C6 USARV LONG BINK VIETNAM
ZEM
T OPSECRET T MAC 4036 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS (U)
REF: MAC 4016 DTG 3003162 MAR 69
1. (TS) I AM BECOMING INCREASINGLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PRESENT
THINKING AND MOVES ON THE PART OF THE SERVICES TO REDUCE OUR
OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY IN SVN. WHAT IS EQUALLY DISTURBING, THE
SERVICE ACTIONS HAVE BEEN INITIATED WITHOUT ADVANCE COORDINATION
WITH us. FROM HERE, WE SEE NOTHING IN THE CURRENT MILITARY
SITUATION IN SVN THAT WARRANTS OUR MAKING A UNILATERAL REDUCTION
IN COMBAT POWER AT THIS TIME. ON THE CONTRARY, THE ENEMY HAS
DEMONSTRATED ONCE AGAIN IN HIS POST TET ACTIVITIES HIS DETERMINA-
TION TO PURSUE THE WAR WITH THE INTENSITY OF PREVIOUS OFFENSIVES.
2. (IS) OVER THE LAST FOUR-AND-ONE-HALF WEEKS THE COMLATIVE
TOTALS OF HIS ATTACKS BY FIRE, THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS EXPENDED IN
THEM AND HIS GROUND ATTACKS REMAIN HIGHER THAN DURING A SIMILAR
PERIOD FOR ANY PREVIOUS OFFENSIVE. ATTACKS BY FIRE ARE ONE-AND-
ONE-NALF TIMES TET OR 5 MAY, AND MORE THAN TRIPLE THE AUGUST
ATTACKS. THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS EXPENDED EXCEEDS THE NUMBER
(ENDED DURING TET BY 31 PERCENT, THE NUMBER EXPENDED DURING THE
SECOND OFFENSIVE BY 26 PERCENT, AND IS GREATER BY 142 PERCENT THAN
THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS EXPENDED DURING THE THIRD OFFERSIVEN MIS
GROUND ATTACKS ARE NEARLY DOUBLE THOSE OF TET, TWO-UND-ONE HALF
TIMES THOSE OF THE MAY OFFENSIVE AND MORE THAN FOUR TIMES THOSE OF
LAST AUGUST. EVEN THE NUMBER OF BATTALION OR LARGER SIZE ATTACKS
IS CLOSE TO THOSE ME CONDUCTED LAST TET. WHILE THE PAST WEEK HAS
SEEN SOMETHING OF A DECLINE IN ENEMY INITIATED ACTIVITY, MIS
FORCES REMAIN IN FORWARD POSITIONS NEAR HIS TARGET AREAS, AND
DOCUMENTS AS WELL AS POWS DESCRIBE PLANS FOR MORE ATTACKS IN
EARLY APRIL. EVIDENCE IS NOW TRICKLING IN WRIGH SPEAKS OF EREMY
PLANS FOR YET ANOTHER OFFENSIVE ROUND IN THE COMING MONTHS. GER-
TAINLY THE TREMEROOUS ENENY ORD NANCE STORES FOOD DURING OPERATION
DEWEY CANYON AND THE RECENT DISCOVERY OF less TOWS OF RICE IN
QUAN6 TRI PROVINCE ATTESTS TO EWENT PLANS AND PREPARATIONS FOR
CONTINUED HIGH INTENSITY OF WARFARE. THE ENEMY'S INTENT IS CLEAR.
HERE THE MULTIARYAlt ATRESOURCES MIG
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"RIOt ..... SPACIS WILL 10 JUST THAT. IN EACH O,F MEl! ARIAS I TAK£ 
STftGNa IIClfT!O. TO 11I'IC! THllll'1. 

' .. 'ftl •• l1t--,."Ifl'fteP.SIS TO REPLAer , .. An ''''I''.'',OROI' 
litH TV.' ..... ~S'lllDft ... AI. KCLD two OTHER ,..-4 SQIADrtOlt1 1M eOIU! 
tr A me" St'.rt'o, RIA»INlSS. ,- -

.. TH!ll'" IS CONSIDERING A REDUCTIO" IN NAVitL SttPP.! AS 
, OLL.ow s. -

(1) VIT.RAW 'ME Oft TWO BARRACK- S SKIpS (,'B' S), AND 'ROIIcB'lT 
or",,, .''1'''''' ASSITS. 

(2) WITJm"AW 1M! "'TRlm ESCORTS (IADAR> (DI) 'Rft TM! 
OUT!I JI1APUC:ET TIME BANRIIR. NOIU'AU. Yf two OR TMREE QI:Rt S SUPPORT 
T Kt fJiJARglT TIIIt[ 'ARtUER AT ANY ON[ TIM! .. 

c. USARV MAS BI!" DIRECTED THRU SERvlet eftANutl THAT IT'S' 
ARMY LoeAt IATHU'AL (LI) CI'ILIAN tURI Cl1t. 118 11ft'. WIll 91 
ftnUCED IY 31 MAY 1'6' TO '8 'IRCEfll' (35,'55) OF THE 1... OfUJIAftI 
!TRlleT1 AS OF 31 JAN " (35,718) .. 
-4- (Ts) THE IUM TaTAt 0' OdR eOMBAT PWER IS WKAT TM! SERVICES 
alV' tJ'S. PROPOS!» R!DUCTIONS IN OUB ")RC! LI'iLS SHOULD IICAltt­
'ULLY S-CFUJTIIUIID AND SHOULD 81 IASID ON StaiD MILITARY !tEASOMS. 
Olel tltl £ROSIGN SETS III It WILL BE MAftD TO STOP. 
5. (T8).0ITI FRANKl. Y IT MAK!' MYPOSITICI AS AI OPlRATIOIALLY 
RIS".'SllLl COMMA"DIR II TN! ,n:l..o MOST IUYFICULT IF THE SERVICES 
'PlOWED TO CARVE OOT Off tHEII OWN MY 6P1RATIONAL CAPABILITY. 1 
K flOW lIMAT TK£Y HAVE ACCOMPlISHED. AIft) IT MAS BIll "'ASNIFICINT it I 
lSI{ O"Y THAT I IE CONJULTED AMD GIVII A. CRANC! ,S THEY, THE 
SERVICES. IE818 TO eUT AD RUt. ~ 
tJ NeuOTE 
11t-4'" 

ISO lOTI:, DIL IVER DU'Uff' DUTY "&URS 
; IfJI 

,m 

! :'",. 
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SHIPS ANDNAVALCOSSES OF

PERSONAL SPACES WILL DO JUST THAT. IN EACH OF THESE AREAS I TAKE
STRONG EXCEPTION TO SERVICE THINKING.

THE AIR FORCE PROPOSES TO REPLACE FOUR ANG F-100 SQUADRONS
WITH TWO F-4 SANADROWS AND HOLD TWO OTHER F-4 SQUADRONS IN CONUS
AT A HIGH STATE OF READINESS.

B. THE NAVY IS CONSIDERING A REDUCTION IN NAVAL SUPPORT AS
FOLLOWS:

(1) WITHDRAW ONE OR TWO BARRACK'S SHIPS (APB'S), AND PROBABLY
OTHER NAVFORM ASSETS.

(2) WITHDRAW THE DESTROYER ESCORTS (RADAR) (DE) FROM THE
OUTER MARKET TIME BARRIER. NORMALLY, TWO OR THREE DER'S SUPPORT
THE MARKET TIME BARRIER AT ANY ONE TIME.

C. USARV HAS BEEN DIRECTED THRU SERVICE CHANNELS THAT ITS
ARMY LOCAL NATIONAL (LN) CIVILIAN HIRE CEILING IN RVN WILL BE
REDUCED BY 31 MAY 1969 TO 98 PERCENT (35,055) OF THE LN ONBOARD
STRENGTH AS OF 31 JAN 69 (35,770).
4. (TS) THE SUM TOTAL OF OUR COMBAT POWER IS WHAT THE SERVICES
GIVE US. PROPOSED REDUCTIONS IN OUR FORCE LEVELS SHOULD BE CARE-
FULLY SCRUTINIZED AND SHOULD BE BASED ON SOUND MILITARY REASONS.
ONCE THE EROSION SETS IN IT WILL BE HARD TO STOP.
5. (TS) QUITE FRANKLY IT MAKES MY POSITION AS AN OPERATIONALLY
RESPONSIBLE COMMANDER IN THE FIELD MOST DIFFICULT IF THE SERVICES
PROCEED TO CARVE OUT ON THEIR OWN MY OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY. I

N O W WHAT THEY HAVE ACCOMPLISHED, AND IT HAS BEEN MAGNIFICENT. I

ASK ONLY THAT I BE CONSULTED AND GIVEN A CHANCE AS THEY, THE
SERVICES, BEGIN TO CUT AND RUN.
UNQUOTE
BP-4

SSO NOTE, DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
850

# NNH
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ZEM 
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TOP SEC RET MAC 4196 EYES ONL Y 
SUBJECT: SERVICE F'CRCE ACTIONS (U) 

REF: MACV CITE 4036 DTG 301218Z MAR 69 
. IN (J?DER THAT I MAY BE IN A POSIT ION TO COMMENT ON THE 

OVERALL OPERATIONAL IMPACT OF ANY SERVICE PROPOSED REDUCTIONS 
AS DISCUSSED IN REFERENCE, REQUEST THAT YOU PR OJ IDE ME AT YOUR 
EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY SUMMARIES OF SEA REDUCTIONS CONTEMPLATED 
BY YOUR RESPECTIVE SERVICES. TOGETHER WITH YOUR E.VALUATION 
OF THE, IMPACT OF' THESE REDUCT IONS ON MACV OPERATIONAL 
CAPABILITY. 
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SUBJECT: SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS (U)
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IN ORDER THAT I MAY BE IN A POSITION TO COMMENT ON THE
OVERALL OPERATIONAL IMPACT OF ANY SERVICE PROPOSED REDUCTIONS
AS DISCUSSED IN REFERENCE, REQUEST THAT YOU PR OV IDE ME AT YOUR
EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY SUMMARIES OF SEA REDUCTIONS CONTEMPLATED
BY YOUR RESPECTIVE SERVICES, TOGETHER WITH YOUR EVALUATION
OF THE IMPACT OF THESE REDUCTIONS ON MACV OPERATIONAL
CAPABILITY.
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CHAPPlE MADfAl.(£D WITM YOU YESTERDAY. LEW HAS READ OUR YILE A AlE 
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4FM CG

APRAM.
TO CG FMFPAC

COFTES

REC:ZEM
RAT OPSECRET

FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NIC KERSON
1. NEARLY TWO HOURS OF TRIAL AND ER R OR ELAPSED AND NO SUCCESS WITH
KY-3 TELEPHONE, WILL TRY 5APR AM AS SUGGESTED. CHECKING MY C OMM HERE

FOR REASONS. HAVE PASSED TO YOU CERTAIN MESSAGES SEPARATELY / MAN CSAID
CHAPPIE HAD TALKED WITH YOU YESTERDAY. LEW HAS READ OUR FILE AND ABE
PERSONALLY EXPRESSED CONCERN TO HIM RE SERVICES UNILATERAL ACTIONS TO
DECREASE SUPPORT OF WAR. WARM REGARDS.
GP71

085
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• • 
MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF OF STAFF 

Subj: Proposed Kham Duc/Base Area 112 Operation 

Ref: (A) t~CV'S Request Same Subject 

Encl: (1) Proposed Reply to Ref ~ 
1J/IIIIIt.f'f-

1. In essence the proposed message (enclosure 1) states CG III MAF 
believes proposed operation is desirable and feasible and outlines 
overall timing (1 May - Mid-September). 

2. The message also: 
A. Stresses need for Delta Force and CCN effort. 
B. Assumes avai~ility of 101st ABN Div to meet force require-

ments (if it is required for an overriding higher priority mission~~~ 
then we would need external assistance, i.e. 173rd ABN Ede. Purposely, 
this specific contingency is not addressed in the message although the 
CG may want to discuss it with Gen Abrams). 

C. Indicates eGIS intentions to obtain ARVN participation (which 
if made available will reduce U. S. force requirement by an equivalent 
number of battalions). 

D. Indicates the risks involved and the requirement for an avail­
able reserve should circumstances warrant. 

3. Proposed reply does not info CG XXIV Corps who was info addee en 
MACV message. CG XXIV Corps undoubtedly will not take kindly to 
proposal concerning 101st Abn units particularly since he has not been 
consulted. If submitted in present form it is highly likely he will 
be made aware of proposal via Army channels. Two alternative approaches 
are evident: 

A. Hold off sub~tssion until CG has discussed with Gen Stillwell 
and then forward with his comments, or 

B. State requirement for 173rd at the outset and recast the message 
accordingly. 

4. Do not believe we can be faulted for trying to do the job withih 
own resources and at this juncture it appears that 101st Abn could be 
tapped. I lean toward CG discussing possible use of 101st with Gen 
Stillwell. 

Very Respectfully 

'-

w//o 
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF OF STAFF

Subj: Proposed Kham Duc/Base Area 112 Operation

(A) MACV'S Request Same SubjectRef:

Encl: (1) Proposed Reply to Ref

1. In essence the proposed message (enclosure 1) states CG III MAF
believes proposed operation is desirable and feasible and outlines
overall timing (1 May - Mid-September).

2. The message also:
A. Stresses need for Delta Force and CCN effort.
B. Assumes availability of 101st ABN Div to meet force require-

ments (if it is required for an overriding higher priority mission dsewhere
then we would need external assistance, i.e. 173rd ABN Bde. Purposely,
this specific contingency is not addressed in the message although the
CG may want to discuss it with Gen Abrams).

C. Indicates CG'S intentions to obtain ARVN participation (which
if made available will reduce U. S. force requirement by an equivalent
number of battalions).

D. Indicates the risks involved and the requirement for an avail-
able reserve should circumstances warrant.

3. Proposed reply does not info CG XXIV Corps who was info addee on
MACV message. CG XXIV Corps undoubtedly will not take kindly to
proposal concerning 101st Abn units particularly since he has not been
consulted. If submitted in present form it is highly likely he will
be made aware of proposal via Army channels. Two alternative approaches
are evident:

A. Hold off submission until CG has discussed with Gen Stillwell
and then forward with his comments, or

B. State requirement for 173rd at the outset and recast the message
accordingly.

4. Do not believe we can be faulted for trying to do the job within
own resources and at this juncture it appears that 101st Abn could be
tapped. I lean toward CG discussing possible use of 101st with Gen
Stillwell.

Very Respectfully

am
prepared

to discuss at

your

Convenence

w/ 10
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TOP SEC RET EYES ONL Y SECT ION ONE OF TWO 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM L TGEN NIC KERSON 

A. MAC 413135 EO 291213Z MAR 59 
1. THIS RESPONDS TO,YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE 
CREATED F OR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERD ICT ION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY, 
AND RA'ISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIaE PRE7EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE 
ENEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 514 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS,. SPECIFICALLY 

YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGAR DING T HE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBIL TY AND' 
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MillE. ACCORD INGLY t THE Fa..LOWING PARAGRAPHS 
CONVEY MY VIEWS. 
2. AT T HE OUTSET, 1 BELIEVE SUCH AN EFF ORT I S DESIRABLE. I SHARE 
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL 
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY.IN 
WESTERN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK 
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFF I CULITY AND IN'ACCESSIBIL ITY OF' 

I THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 514 AND KHAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS­
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED 
M I)(E' RESULTS. SINCE: 1 FEERUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHaro 
RECCE SmTIES INTO THAT AREA" THAT PHOTO(EAPHY REVEALED 
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, stAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES' 
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOTOS· INDICATE THAT THE ROADS 
INTO AND AROUND K HAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER, 
H CMEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETA ILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 
GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY.O 
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS "LOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED N@1EROUS 
EMISSIONS IN'THE OF A 614 AND ZC 13112. AERIAL PHOTOORAPHY REVEALS 
A ROAD 

BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11,17, 
27, AND 29 M ARCH WERE F'ILLED THE F OLLa.! ING DAY. LAST YEAR A 
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC ~01166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER 
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED ATZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO 
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I 
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVorE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT 
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE 
g;NEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN -THE WAY 
OF FOOCES AND SUPPLIES IN THE TAR GEl AREA. OmCli: THIS IS DEIERMIIIID. . 

, ~ A!t~~PfBED TO.IOH/[ST THE NECESSARY FORC!! TO ,DISnU)JPT TW~ IQ(!i\! +. __ 11.., _ -- -
----"~-.-~'-
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T OPSECRET EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NIC KERSON

A. MAC 4006 E0 291213Z MAR 69
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE
CREATED F OR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY,
AND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE7EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE
ENEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY

YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBIL TY AND
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORD INGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS
C ONVEY MY VIEWS.
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFFORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN
WESTERN QUANG TR I AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND IN'ACCESSIBIL OFTHE TERRAIN AR OUND BA 614 AND K HAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS-
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED
M IXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTORECCE SORTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOT OS INDICATE THAT THE ROADSINTO AND AR OUND K HAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER,
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO
G IVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY. 0
TWO INFRARED DETECT OR MISSIONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS
EMISSIONS IN THE OF A 614 AND ZC 0112. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS
A ROAD
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11, 17,27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE FOLLOWING DAY. LAST YEAR A
GR OUND REC ON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDERFIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TOHEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEV OT E TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENTEFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE
E'NEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAYOF FORCES AND SUPPLIES IN THE TAR GET AREA. ONCE THIS IS DETERMINED
I AM PREPARED TO INVEST THE NECESSARY FORCE TO DISTRUPT THE

10(11OPERATION.

10(1)

(T)
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3. I CelSIDER TRAT A JDIltIIEMPTIVE OPERATIOro II 5T~!'W6Tl1 11 TIE ill 6141 
(MAM DlO'e AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOWE'IR, TIA! IT IS A' OPEIflATIfUl 
TWAT WE MUST APPRo.ACH IN A DELI~A:rE F"ASHIo.N, IN VIJ!.\I OF'THE 
REMOfENESS DF" THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LDGISTIC PROBLEMS; 
THE UNCERTAINLY OF" THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; .AND OF' THE THINNING 
0F MY FffiCE$ THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE 
REQUIRES FOR THIS o.PERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE 

·OPERATI ON, WITHI N THE FR AMEWffi K OF THESE RESERV ATI DNS, I HAVE 
- CDNSIDERED THE VARIDUS DPERATICNAL FACTffiS AND FCRESEE NO. INSURMDUNT-

ABLE PRDB.EM. 
A. THE TffiRAIN .IS EXTREMELY DIFF"ICULT BUT NO. MDRE So. THAN THE ENTIRE 
PLATEAU fROM ,II C.TZ .TO J'HE D£!1Z, Ji1HERE,JdE~_o.PERATEAS_.A MATTER OF 
ROUTINE. .-' - 'I~ 

B. ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DYRINGTHE CIl'IING MONTHS- IS~PR-E-DICTED 
TO. IMPEDE OPERATIDNS SCftJEWHAT, I DC NDT EXPECT WEATHER TO. BE A 
S ER r 0 uS L 1M I TIN G FA C TOR.' ,. 
C. THE LOGISTICAL PRDBLEMS OF SUPPCRT DF THE DPERATION WILL BE 

CHALLEN GIN G, BUT N DT TO. THE DEGREE THAT Loo I51TICS !?EC CIt1ES A 
DISQUALIFYING FACTOR. 

D. BECAUSE DUR INTEu.. I GENCE ,OF THE TAR GET AREA IS SKETC HY, THE OPER-: 
ATIDN SHDULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECDNNAISSANCE EF"F"DRT DF SEVERAL 
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPDN WHAT THE-RECDN REVEALED.. ) 
THE EFFDRT WOULD CDNCENTRATE ALL DRGANIC RESDURCES.( I WOULD ALSO. RELY 
HEAVILY ON THE DELTAF"o.RCE AND CCN PATROLS. WE Wo.ULD REQUIRE YOUR 
C'DNTINUE'D ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELTA F"CRCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THE 
DELTA FORCE AND PRIDRITY CCN PATRa.. SUPPeRT A KEY ELEMENT IN THE 
FEASIBILITY OF THE CDNCEPT. 

E. FRC)'vl THE STANDPOINT OF" TRODP AVAILABILITY, I ESTIMATE THAT 
THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE lW 0. BRIGADES, DNE FR~ 

AMER I CAL WHIC H CHARL IE GETTYS WIL.L INTRCDUCE WHEN HI S RECDN NAI SSANCE 
HAS PROffiESSED FAR ENOUGH TO. PERMIT HIM TO. MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL DF" 
THE ACTUAL SITUATION. CDNSIDER ING THE PR ESENT TEMPO. DF" OPERA TI0NS IN ' 
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLF"S ARE FULLY COO1MITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND 
THE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR' DIV IN THE NDRTH , THE DNLY CCl'4MAND 

WHICH COULD BE CDNSIDERED CAPABLE OF" PRWIDING ADDITIDNAL FOOCES IS 
THE HHST. WHILE IT, TDD, IS ACT1VELY CDNDUCTING 
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MDST LIKELY SOURCE FDR A RESERVE FDRCE 
A T THE PRESENT TIME. TO. TAP THE IfH ST TO. MEET THE REQUIREMENT 0.1' A 
SECOND BRIGADE Fo.R INTR<DUCTION INTO. THE_ OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, 1 
BELIEVE, OVER-EXTEND III MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, C~BINED 
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRHRITY MISSIDN UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST 
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT DF AN ADDITDNAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III 
MAF". EVEN WITH AN ADDITIDNAL ffiIGADE, HavEVER, SCl'1E REPDSITIDNING DF 
MY PRESENT· F01CES WILL BE NECESSARY WHI CH W.ILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN 
DEGREE DF" RISK. THE RISK BECOME,S MDRE ACCEPTAaE WITH THE 

GjJ~:;t;~ OF AN ADDITIOlU,L BRtDADE., ;M. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3. I CONSIDER THAT A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN STRENGTH IN THE BA 614/
K HAM DUC AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATION
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE
REMOTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS;
THE UNCERTAINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; AND OF THE THINNING
OF MY FORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE
REQUIRES F OR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE
OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVE
CONSIDERED THE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AND FORESEE NO IN SURMOUNT

ABLE PROBLEM.
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE
PLATEAU FROM II CTZ TO THE DMZ, WHERE WE OPERATE AS A MATTER OF
R OUTINE.

ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS- PREDICTEDB.
TO IMPEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A
SERIOUS LIMITING FACTOR.

THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BEC.
CHALLENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A
ISQUALIFYING FACTOR.

D. BECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE OF THE TAR GET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER-
ATION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE REC ON REVEALED.
THE EFF ORT WOULD CONCENTRATE ALL OR GANIC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY
HEAV ILY ON THE DELTA FORCE AND CC N PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOUR
CONTINUED ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELTA FORCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THE
DELTA FORCE AND PRIORITY CCN PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELEMENT IN THE
FEASIBILITY OF THE CONCEPT.
E. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF TROOP AVAILABILITY, I ESTIMATE THAT

THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE

HAS PROGRESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OF
THE ACTUAL SITUATION. CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND
THE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE N ORTH , THE ONLY COMMAND

WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORCES IS
THE 101ST. WHILE IT, T 00, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE
AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A
SECOND BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I
BELIEVE, OVER-EXTEND III MAF BEY ON G THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, COMBINED
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III
MAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL OR I GADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OF
MY PRESENT FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE
ASSIGNEMIN OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE.

10(2/

DECLASSIFIED



"/ ~, 

~ .... --- .... --
o :942339Z ZYH ZFF-l 
lH CG I I I ~AF 
TO CQMU!JllACV 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Z E~l . ~ ,',~" ~.,. ~ 

TO P S Z C RET EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE 
IlND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EM~HASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND 
mNTI~U~ TO HELPARVN PICK uP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF 
Ti-iE LOAD. 3A-SED O(J PAST EXPZR IENCE, I '/!O:JLD EXPECT LTGZN 
L.-\;\1 TO COr,!TRI13UTZ AT LEAST O:~'::: BATTAnIO;\; TO Tj'li1: OPEi~ATIO[\], 
:-CP:!:;';jLLY l,jOHS. THE: PRECISE: SIZZ, HO~';EVER, OF' THE ARV:~ COM;"llTi'l2:[~T, 
IS A i'1/l.TT2R I,:,ICH I ~;O:':LD ;.JiIGOIATE ~'iIT:'1 LTG;:~; LA[v) AT A LAT2R 
LATC, T A1U \'iG I CTO ACCOUiiT ALSO TH2 I ;\:Ci~2:,c.,S;::D REQ,w 1i12:i,Ji.!:HFO? TaOO?,s 
l.Si;';l-L:R2 1[1 ICTZ AS FORC;:S Ani: ;)E:?LOY;:D TO THE: le-1Ml DiJe AREA. 
I:. iJ;':CAJ";;2: 1::2 [';='::::D TO lC~O;: ilOR'::: ,t\SOUT THZ SITUAT ION li~ r;-:~ ie-!At') 

,QjC Mri.A, li-1Z PAClZ, 5CGPl!: M,!D50RI:~:TATlor< 01 T;!E \'YAJO? CO[;.ji~T 
.}'F'ORT f'iO;j'~'!v u:.:Pt:;;v Oil OUf( I ;;ITIAL' COi·;C2:RT':':D R:.::eO;·:;;A ISSM:CZ PHA:iZ. 
;;OR LIIS R;'::,8,SO[;, AVt\IL;,EILITY 01' PROJ~CT D2LTA i'OiiCZS I~ '" lCY I;,j 
-Oi~ TI,'11.-]3'. I, 3i.LIZVZ ;T;-iAT T:Li VELTA FORCC:S COULD DE Sl-lIFT.£D SOJTH 
l'Ru,j CASS PARK TO I~.:ITIATC: T;·I2:IR OPiHATIO:;.3 I;; l<Ai'1 J:)C AREA 0[( 1 
vAY. Tj-;:':: F'ASI:"'ITIZS OF 5ZVER,'.L SITES AR~ BL:J:.lG A[~ALYZ£D 
Il~ DZTAIL TO ':;:L::cr Oi{;::(ii-fICi'f,'!OULD 8,z 3UITA3L'::: iOR COLOCATI8;: C? 
J)L-i Tl-:'::: u'::LTA FORe,:::) Al'-:D CC:: ;:jOBIL2 LAU:':CH TiAU. CO:j5IL:!:r(li:G T;i2 
rr:CO;';::AIS3AillC:::: .::fFORT AS THZ PRI::CIPAL fACTOf{ DJ.!:r;]1l'11[~li~G:in'£T;iiR 
(J{ ~;OT TO ::::XPA:W' THi OP;::RATIO~:, I ','JOJLD J:JOG!!: A 3;~ DAY OPil1AT 1[,lG 
?"::fi I OD '.-;OULl) T ':::LL nit: 5T OR Y. A 35 U.·ll i'JG TriA T. T;k CO i\ Cli: IHnA T iu R: CO l'l 
dF?ORT 0::Vi:!.LCP':::J !-;ARD A I'V 2X?LO IT AGL~ I UTELL I GZ NCE, ABOUT 1 J Jilt: 
1','!O;jLD li'lITIATZ A 3 8ATTALIOl~ ASSA;,)LT. ~'IITJi 2i:GI[':El.:;;S, AIHY 

h'iD SZRV I CE SUPPORT ~L..!:;'E:i'lTS I ;:TO T:1'::: OLD i{HA[<l JUC SASf Ai:I.A TO 
R.iZA;:;LISrl Al'i FaD. Al:;) COi:DU,CT 5~CuRITYO?ERATIOf~S lil ITS 1:1[,1t:DIATZ 
VICI:lITY. I AiHICIPATt: THAT ABOuT TFIO 'i~t:i!:K.3 
';PJLu Be:: Rl~UIR2D TO l'lAl-(Z j\i-:All JUG A FU~iCT IOi'15 fOB CAPABLe: OF' SUP­
PORTIi'!G A TOTAL OF' 5 Ui.-'AfHRY lJATTALIO['!S, 3 ARTY 3ATTALI0;,IS, Aim 
tP?ROPR I AZi. SUPPORT 2:L;;:i·L.::rHS. I ';:OULD T;iE{,: I KTRODUCf TllL 
/pD 1T0!'iAL COil/SAT ;::LENZi~TS OF A[;OTdSR BR IGADE. R IF iiOULD BE ACCiLif;­
AT.?:D, LA.3Tli~G AS LOi':G AS 6J )JAYS, DEPEf'lJli.:G uPO;·; Ti-IE i)ZVELO?l,]i;JT Ol'~ 

n·t::: SITUAT IOi~. :'jE COULD COilCLUDE THE: OPZRAZ IOU AT THIS JU['lCTURi!:, aUT 
I ','!OULD PROPOS:! 1[~ST2:AD TO LAUriCH A FOUR BATTALIO[;i ATTAC;( FiW;'l 
ii'rM'l DUC, .NORTHEAST, ASTR IDE THE sor:G CA I E~JTZR I [jG 3A 11 h\O[~ Tl-:Z r':S;:;T. 
COf(CJitR2,!\TULY, I ~'!OULD TASK T;·{i:; 1ST MAR DIV TO LALJ;~CH A COORiJUiATiD 
ATTACi< Ol~ BA 112 FROM THE EASZ '.,!IT:·i AT LEAST Or)i j-~ZG U·1ENT. n:ls 
FHAS;:: OF THi!: OPERAT 10 N ~'iOULJ) CO i·;CLuDE 1;( 1·'1ID-52PTE:i'1BER .. 
5 .• Il~ SUX['1ARY, I COi'15]DiR A PR~EI'1?T IV£:: OPERAT IOi~ Ii: Ti-f.?: BA 
614/i~f1AH DUC ARZA BOTH D2SIRAELE: A[,fD FEASIBLE, A:3SW1Ii'JGDELTA 
j-iQRC~ AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCFJ SUPPORT, A:m THE ASSIG;g1£i:T OF AF 
Jilj)ITlonAL BRIGADi!: rIlTH,lTS tJOR11AL SUPPORT. VillH NO RADICAL 
SUFT J:: C;,)RRZ!IT TACTICAL TRElms, WE ARE PRr!:PAF<ED TO Il~ITIAT:.i: T;-li 
QJi:RATIO:'l ON 1 i-'jAY. I HAVi DISCUSSED Ti-L:: PROPOSiD OPERATIOri li~ DZTAIL 
WiT H CHARt. I Ei GETTYS, A'ND HOLD _ iilS PROPO SED CO t'iCEPT AND OPl!:RA..T 10 ~ 
iLA1J, ','IHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD' 
ff PLEAS2D TO 01SCUSS'THIS PROPOSAL ~ITH YOU OR PRES[~T A 
~IEFtNG AT A TIf'JE AND PLACE OF YOURCHOIC2. 
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0 3423392 ZYH ZFF-1
M CG : 111 MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
TOPSECRET EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO
F. I BELIEVE ARV N PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS QN COMBINED OPERATIONS AND
CONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LTGEN
LAN TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE BATTAWION TO THE OPERATION,
: MORE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT,
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGOLATE WITH LTGER LAM AT A LATER
LATE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS
E SETHERE IN ICTZ AS FORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA.
4. BECAUSE DE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM
DJC AREA, THE PACE, 500PE AND SORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR COMBAT
FFORT WOULD DEPEND Oil OUR IRITIAL CONCERTED RECONNAISSANCE PHASE.
FOR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES 13 is KEY IN
THE TIMING. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH
ROM CASS PARK TO IRITIATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA OR 1

PAY. THE FACILITIES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED
IN DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHICH COULD BE SUITABLE FOR COLOCATION OF
EDTH THE DELTA FORCES AND CCN MOBILE LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE
RECOMMAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER
R NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERATION, I WOULD JUDGE A 38 DAY OPERATING
ERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON
EFFORT DEVELOPED HARD AID EXPLOITABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE
WOULD INITIATE A 3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC BASE ARIA TO
EZABLISH AN FOB. AID CONDUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS Iil ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY. I ANTICIPATE THAT ABOUT Two WEEKS
OULD BE REQUIRED TO MAKE KHAM DUC A FUNCTIONS FOB CAPABLE OF SUP-
PORTING A TOTAL OF S INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTALIONS, AND
APPROPRIAZE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN INTRODUCE THE
ADITONAL COMBAT ELEMENTS OF ANOTHER BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER-
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS SJ DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE SITUATION. WE COULD CONCLUDE THE OPERAZION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT
WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH À FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM
MAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAI ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE WEST.
CONCURRENTULY, I WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED
ATTACK ON BA 112 FROM THE EASZ WITH AT LEAST ONE REGIMENT. THIS
PHASE OF THE OPERATION ;HOULD CONCLUDE IN MID-SEPTEMBER.
5. IN SUXMARY, I CONSIDER A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN THE BA
6 14/ KHAM DUC AREA BOTH DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLE, ASSUMING DELTA
FOR CE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AF
PDITIOBAL BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL
SIIFT IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE
OPERATION ON 1 MAY. I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL
WITH CHARLIE GETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PROPOSED CONCEPT AND OPERATION
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD
E PLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A
RIEFING AT A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE.
P- $
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S t eRE T IYES Oil ... Y 
I. YOUR 041325% IUIRIED TftE CIRCUNstANclS SURRGUNDINS tM[ IItTERVl!W' 
DAVID LAMB HILD WIT'" QEI DAVIS, TO INCLUDE WHAT ACTUALLY WAS SAI0 
ay eEN DAVII. 
2. THIRD MARDI" "'ESSAGE fJZ8148Z TO CG III MAF IS emOTED BELOWs tUOT! 
COli F I D I " T 1 A L EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEI NICKERSON 
UPI Pft[SS RILIAI! BY tG DAVI LtltltB 
1. MI LAMI lIAS lilN C)'!RATINI rJ TftE 3P;lAlDIV AREA DtmlNfl 
RicEIT COQA! II($AGIJllfJlrs AID HAS ON Mq oec,SIONS liTER'" 
Vlawn CiENErtAL 1r:'Ic~S 0' TM! DIVI.II01. HII ACCOUNTS 01 
eOMlAT AID JUS RltIAS!! BAS!D ea THE IRTDl'lIWS KAVE ALWAYS 
B!IN 'A01'UA1,. Aim HAVE PROVIDED saiD SUP'ORT ,.OR MARl HE OPER­
Dr IONS. lllaltfG TM LAST MOITH HI HAS EARNED TKE REIJI!:CT AID 
TRUST OF TIOSE DEALING WITH HIN. 
2. ON OTHER oeCAllO"S HE RAS 11:11 CiIV!'~- OFF THt: RECORD AID 
BACKSROUND OWLY IRIEFlles. ftE DID NOT 'IOLATE AIY CONFIDENGI 

, 0 .. TReSE oeCASIO(fS. ' 
, 3. IT WI$ uutR THISl!: CQ'IDITIO'. THAT tHl RI,UillfD AND 

, R ICEIYI' Aff"-XITERVIEW WItH ME. . 
4. HE WANTID to I)O'LOI£ THl WAR 119 DEPT". HI CAME IN AFTER 
»INIEI AND DISCuSSED 10R AI "OUR TME HftERAJ.. ARIAS OF SANCTUARIES, 
ETe. ttl IIft)ICATD TMATHE UND~£R.TOOD THAt 1 DID 'lOt WANY. to 
II eUJOTED • GTHEftW!SI tSTASL1sK£D AS A SOURCE Of IDIAS' AHD 
THAT H! WOULD lOT DO S •• }1[ WAS TOLD WITH CEftTAllttV THAT IT 
MIGHT Ii Iff"[All ... 1 PoLITICALLY TO EXPAND OPIRATI0NS. THI .vOTIS 
wHICH LAfitI U$O"ERI "RlVED FRO" A DISCUSSIOI OV PHISS CL IP"1 NilS 
W HIeM I RAD ON MY DI~I.r,K!S[ CLIJIftINGS "HoPOsen TRAT WI: RAD 
GIL Y TfOCBGICES 11- '1['1'lf!l. OlE WAS TO IraUN' THE BOMBING. 
TlIE GYRiR V., TO eOWt18uI WITH OUR PRESENT TACTICS. HE VAS 

'TG~J) llA1 W'mOIT 001f11'1111I8 THE r>OllT1CAl. ASHCTS THERE AlE 
, erJt"l'alllt,'Y'tftfti. COURSES 0' ACTIOII "tIe)C ARE FEASIBlE FROM TKt 

MI'Llt.lJ" sri.POIIT. THE. MI 'A' GIVI. MY VIEWS A'· TO 011 
AlTEI'41 .... THE ·SALtAfft" TACTIC. THIS .41 ROT REPEAT lOT 
,., , P'OSSIBLE ALTU.At1,\JS .. ME WIDIRIt08Q. 
T1Il.'.'. ' .•. l4f111 .. ' I.B .•.. I ... I .. ,.-.V 1lfJ' tt s .e. AS ., ."ONWClD 1ft;.... . 
s, 1'al". W THt OFJI'XGEftETURIt:D. ASlEn 
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SECRET EYES ONLY
1. YOUR 041325Z QUERIED THE CIRCUNSTANCES SURROUNDING THE INTERVIEW
DAVID LAMB HELD WITH GEN DAVIS, TO INCLUDE WHAT ACTUALLY WAS SAID
BY GEN DAVIS.
2. THIRD MARDIV MESSAGE 0201402 TO CG III MAF IS QUOTED BELOWS QUOTE
C 0 I I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN NICKERSON
UPI PRESS RELEASE BY MR DAVE LAMB
1. MR LAMB HAS BEEN OPERATING IN THE 3D MARDIV AREA DURING
RECENT COMBAT ENGAGEMENTS AND HAS ON MAY OCCASIONS INTER-
VIEWED GENERAL OFFICERS OF THE DIVISION. MIS ACCOUNTS OF
COMBAT AND HIS RELEASES BASED ON THE INTERVIEWS HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN FACTUAL AND HAVE PROVIDED SOLID SUPPORT FOR MARINE OPER-
UTIONS. DURING THE LAST MONTH HE HAS EAR NED THE RESPECT AND
TRUST OF THOSE DEALING WITH MIM.
2. ON OTHER OCCASIONS HE HAS BEEN GIVEN OFF THE RECORD AND
BACKBROUND ONLY BRIEFINGS. HE DID NOT VIOLATE ANY CONFIDENCE
ON THOSE OCCASIONS.
3. IT WAS UNDER THESE CONDITIONS THAT THE REQUESTED AND
RECEIVED AN INTERVIEW WITH ME.
4. HE WANTED TO EXPLORE THE WAR IN DEPTH. HE CAME IN AFTER
DINNER AND DISCUSSED FOR AN HOUR THE GENERAL AREAS OF SANCTUARIES,
ETC. HE INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT I DID NOT WANT TO
BE QUOTED OR OTHERWISE ESTABLISHED AS A SOURCE OF IDEAS AND
THAT HE WOULD NOT DO so. HE WAS TOLD WITH CERTAINTY THAT IT
MIGHT BE INFEASIBLE POLITICALLY TO EXPAND OPERATIONS. THE QUOTES
WHICH LAMB USED WERE DERIVED FROM A DISCUSSION OF PRESS CLIPPINGS
WHICH I HAD ON MY DESK. THESE CLIPPINGS PROPOSED THAT WE HAD
ONLY TWO CHOICES IN VIETNAM. ONE WAS TO RESUME THE BOMBING,
THE OTHER WAS TO CONTINUE WITH OUR PRESENT TACTICS. HE WAS
TOLD THAT WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE POLITICAL ASPECTS THERE ARE
CERTAINLY OTHER COURSES OF ACTION WHICH ARE FEASIBLE FROM THE
MILITARY STANDPOINT. THEN ME WAS GIVEN MY VIEWS AS TO ONE
ALTERNATIVE, THE "SALAMI" TACTIC. THIS VAS NOT REPEAT NOT
AS A PROPOSAL, BUT AS A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE. UNDERST OOD
THAT WE WERE INVOLVED IN A BACKGROUND DISCUSSION ONLY BUT IT
SOUNDS AS IF TENTATION OVERPOWERED HIM.
5. THE ISO, WHO WAS IN THE OFFICE WHEN LAMB RETURNED, ASKED
NIM ABOUT THE INTERVIEW. IN A RIDDING MANNER LANB SAID THE
GENERAL SAID WE SHOULD de LOTO LAOS OR NORTH VIKIMAN. OR WORDS
TO THAT AFFECT. IN ISO TOLD HIM CERTIFICATE USE
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AB1L TT t . .JIUlfU: 

C&MPt!ITS tORMRiS 0)1' Ttf! 
ON T tAM8 STOR'i OR TIE ISSUES INVOLVED UNLESS YOUR ISO 

I tx,QTS CCME UJ' WITH SHllMI"1 WHICH PlIGHT H[lP TO CALM Tftl 
. ,AVt;-" 

T. WAR M RB:6A}10S. ~AJGEN' nAVIS SENDS. I,.... fJ'lutTl. ' 
". 0' COIIEGEN DAVIS AltD 1 BOTH REaR!T THAT TH! STORY WAS trlftITTI. 
,to ATTftl"TED TO Giff DA'U~. tI' DAVIS DID, II UIEftAJ.. TfUtMl, MADI 
'TAT!MINTS .UULAR TO TftOSE IN THE 'ARTIC1.E, luT ME MADI IT eLlAR 
TRAT ALL eTR!'R ASPIOTS. S.8. P81.1TICAt AID FOltEIG" POLICY "ftOILI~1 
fUtlT ,tS' If CONSIDlft!DiY tUR D£CISIO* MKERS IN MATTERS e,ten.1. 
Olft FORCIS AltD TJilIIft IOVERN!I. DIRECTIV" II THE VIETtfAM eOItFLJft. 

ALL DlSCUSSIOttS WE~i tN TRiOR£TICAL lilU!S, AID ft!"ARKS WIRa'ftt .. 
'AC!D IT SUCM tANGtfAII AS • sTIUaTLY PROMAfIIILI'lARY STArtDPGUft." 
.. COliSIDE1Uttca MIJ...11ARY ASPiCT! GMt. y .... "DIIIIUIAR1HNG ALL BUt rULITj\IY 
COlfC[RMS," STC. UNF.TUN,TEl Y, THE ARTICLE DI& W01 REP'Ll"! THIS 
QUALIFYl •• LANClUAGI. . 

)FURTHeR, NO MILITARY DEPLOY"~ttTS WillI ADVOCATED, BtlT WIRI DISCU'S[J) 
AS P'iASIIL' SOLELY FROM· A MILItARY STAND,.Ol"T. IN eTMER WORDS, FUll 
ACKI8WLEDIEMrIT WAS GIn" to !lIE Jl'ftINC1P1.[ 1M! PlILITA,RY COISl.DATIO" 
Aft! aUT A PART OJl" THE TOTAL PICTURE WHICH MUST at vn:"!D. AND TMt 
OUeeEWEISHE •• BIYOR! SIGNIFICANT DEeISIOU CHeERNlNG U. S. IRVOlV!Mld

l
, 

1" ,1ETNA" ARE IIt,Dr. . 
1 4• AS STATED 1" TKt MlSSASE tUOflD YROM lEI DAVIS, ME COISIDIIED 

1M! (J1'lClUND RllJl.ts FOR THI DISCU'$IOH TO II-ON BACl(GftOUND- ANI ",,,ot· 
,rTI18u.TAll.l". I COMSlDE!!K! fACT THAT HE WAS QUOTED AT ALL VAS A 
SEN lOWS IREAcUt 0'. FAIT" ON THE PART 0' TH! CORRI:SPONttEILT. L tllft 
JlICKE"",, SEIDS. 1':.1 
.,...1 -$-/I:h::lj 
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THE CAME
IN MY ABILITY TO JUDGE REPORTERS. I WILL MAKE

FURTHER COMMENTS TO MEMBERS OF THE PRESSNO
ON THE LAMB STORY OR THE ISSUES INVOLVED UNLESS YOUR ISO
EXPERTS COME UP WITH SOMETHING WHICH MIGHT HELP TO CALM THE
WAVES,
7. WARM REGARDS. MAJGEN DAVIS SENDS.
6P-4 UNQUOTE.
3. OF COUSE GEN DAVIS AND I BOTH REGRET THAT THE STORY WAS WRITTEN
AND ATTRIBUTED TO GEN DAVIS. GEN DAVIS DID, IN GENERAL TERMS, MADE
STATEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE ARTICLE, BUT ME MADE IT CLEAR
THAT ALL OTHER ASPECTS, S.G. POLITICAL AND FOREIGN POLICY PROBLEMS,
MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED BY OUR DECISION MAKERS IN MATTERS CONCERNING
OUR FORCES AND THEIR GOVERNING DIRECTIVES IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT.

ALL DISCUSSIONS WERE IN THEORETICAL TERMS, AND REMARKS WERE PRE-
FACED BY SUCH LANGUAGE AS "STRICTLY FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT,"
CONSIDERING MILITARY ASPECTS ONLY," "DISREGARDING ALL BUT MILITARY

CONCERNS," STC. UNFORTUNATELY, THE ARTICLE DID NOT REFLECT THIS
QUALIFYING LANGUAGE.

FURTHER, NO MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS WERE ADVOCATED, BUT WERE DISCUSSED
AS FEASIBLE SOLELY FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT. IN OTHER WORDS, FULL
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT WAS GIVEN TO THE PRINCIPLE THAT MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS
ARE BUT A PART OF THE TOTAL PICTURE WHICH MUST BE VIEWED, AND THE
OUCONE WEIGHED, BEFORE SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS CONCERNING U.S. INVOLVEMENT
IN VIETNAM ARE MADE.
4. AS STATED IN THE MESSAGE QUOTED FROM GEN DAVIS, HE CONSIDERED
THE GROUND RULES FOR THE DISCUSSION TO BE "ON BACKGROUND" AND "NOT
ATTRIBUTABLE". I CONSIDER THE FACT THAT HE WAS QUOTED AT ALL WAS A
SERIOUS BREACH OF FAITH ON THE PART OF THE CORRESPONDENT. LIGEN
NICKERSON SENDS.
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SEC RET EY ES ONL Y .-
1. A MESSAGE FROM GEN NICKERSON TO GEN ABRAMS IS QUOTED BELOW 
F OR INFO. 
QUOTE 

SEC RET EYES ONLY 
1. YOUR 041325Z QUER IE.I> THE C IRCUNSTANCES SURROU NDIN G THE INTERV lEW 
DAVID LAMB HELD WITH GEN DAVIS, TO INCLUDE WHAT ACTUALLY WAS SAID. 
BY GE"N DAV IS. , '-

2. THIRD MARDIV MESSAGE 020140Z TO CG III MAF IS QUOTED BELOW:, QUOTE 
CON F IDE N T 1 A L EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN NICKERSON 
UP! PRESS RELEASE BY MR DAVE LAMB 
1. MR LAMB HAS BEEN OPERATING IN THE D MARDIV AREA DURING 

RECENT COMBAT ENGAGEMENTS AND HAS ON MAY OCCASIONS INTER1 
V IEwED GENERAL 01'1' ICERS OF THE ON ISION. HIs ACCOUNTS OF 
COMBAT AND HIS RELEASES BASED ON THE INTERVIEWS HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN FACTUAL AND HAVE PROJIDED SOLID SUPPCRT FOR MARINE OPER1 
ATIONS. DURING THE LAST MONTH HE HAS EARNED THE RESPECT AND 
TRUST OF THOSE DEALING WITH H'IM. 
2. ON OTHI!R OCCASIONS HE HAS BEEN GIVEN (J'F THE RECCfiD AND' 
BACKGROUND ONLY BRIEFINGS. HE DID NOT VICLATE ANY CONFIDENCE 
ON THOSE OCCASIONS. 

3. IT WAS mJDER THESE CONDITIONS THAT IHE REQUESTED AND 
RECEIVED AN INTERVIEW ~lITH ME. 
4. HE WANTED TO EXPL ORE THE WAR IN DEPT"').H. HE CAME IN AFTER 
D INNER AND DISCuSSED FeR AN HOUR THE GE~ERAL AREAS OF SANCTUAR IES, 
ETC. HE INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT I DID NOT WANT TO 

BE QUOTED OR OTHERWISE ESTABLISHED AS A SOURCE OF IDEAS AND 
THAT HE WOULD NOT DO SO. HE WAS TOLD WITH CERTAINTY THAT IT 
M 1GH! BE H1FEA'SIBLE POLITICALLY TO EXPAND OPERATIONS. THE QUOTES 
~IHICH LAMB USED WERE DERIVED FROM A DISCUSSION OF PRESS CL'IPPINGS 

WHICH I HAD ON MY DESK. THESE CLIPPINGS PROPOSED THAT WE HAD 
ONLY TWO CHOICES IN VIETNAM. ONE WAS TO RESUME THE BOMBING, 

THE aI'HER WAS TO CONTINUE WITH OUR PRESENT TACTICS. HE WAS 
T OLD THAT WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE PCL ITICAL ASPECTS THERE ARE 
CERTAINLY OTHER COURSES OF ACTION WHICH ARE FEASIBLE FROM THE 
MILITARY STANDPOINT. THEN HE WAS GIVEN MY VIEWS AS TO ONE 
ALTERNATIVE, THE "SALAMI" TACTIC. THIS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT 
A S A PH OPOSAL, BUT AS A POSSIB LE "ALTERNATIVE. HE UNDERSTOOO 
r HAT WE WERE INVOLVED IN A BACKGR OUND DISCUSSION ONLY BUT IT 
SOUNDS AS IF !EMTATION OVERPO»ERED HIM. 
5. THE ISO, WHO WAS IN THE OFFICE WHEN LAMB RETURNED, ASKED 

'HIM ABOIJT THE 1NTERV lEW. IN A KIDDING MANNER LAMB SAID THE 
GENERAL SAID WE SHOULD GO INTO LAOS OR NeE TH VIETNAM "CR WORDS . ",.~ 
TO THAT AFFECT. THE ISO TOLD HIM HE CERTAINLY COULD M-OT fJSE 
T ' . $1 my. LAM 8 R [PL lED to 'ot TO' WE;ft'Pt Y T'M T HI! weaD 

.'tT .S TRAT WOULD QUOTE HOOT TKE SENJ:JtM.. .,.1 . 
HI WAS, IN !R[ 01' .. 
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MGEN DAVIS. CG THIRD MARDIV
ZEM.

E T EYES ONLY-
1. A MESSAGE FROM GEN NICKERSON TO GEN A BRAMS IS QUOTED BEL OW
FOR INFO.
QUOTE

SECRETEYES ONLY
YOUR 041325Z QUERIED THE CIRCUNSTANCES SURROUNDING THE INTERVIEW1.

DAVI LAMB HELD WITH GEN DAVIS, TO INCLUDE WHAT ACTUALLY WAS SAID
BY GEN DAVIS.

2. THIRD MARDIV MESSAGE 020140Z TO CG III MAF IS QUOTED BELOW: QUOTE
C 0 F D E N T I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON
UPI PRESS RELEASE BY MR DAVE LAMB
1. MR LAMB HAS BEEN OPERATING IN THE D MARDIV AREA DURING
RECENT COMBAT ENGAGEMENTS AND HAS ON MAY OCCASIONS INTER7
VIEWED GENERAL OFFICERS OF THE DIVISION. HIS ACCOUNTS OF
COMBAT AND HIS RELEASES BASED ON THE INTERVIEWS HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN FACTUAL AND HAVE PROVIDED SOLID SUPPORT FOR MARINE OPER7
ATIONS. DURING THE LAST MONTH HE HAS EARNED THE RESPECT AND
TRUST OF THOSE DEALING WITH HIM.
2. ON OTHER OCCASIONS HE HAS BEEN GIVEN OF F THE RECORD AND
BACKGROUND ONLY BRIEFINGS. HE DID NOT VICATE ANY CONFIDENCE
ON THOSE OCCASIONS.

3. IT WAS UNDER THE SE CONDITIONS THAT HE REQUESTED AND
RECEIVED AN INTERVIEW WITH ME.
4. HE WANTED TO EXPLORE THE WAR IN DEPT H HE CAME IN AFTER
DINNER AND DISCUSSED FOR AN HOUR THE GENERAL AREAS OF SANCTUARIES,
ETC. HE INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT I DID NOT WANT TO
BE QUOTED OR OTHERWISE ESTABLISHED AS A SOURCE OF IDEAS AND

THAT HE WOULD NOT DO SO. HE WAS TOLD WITH CER TAINTY THAT IT
IGHT BE INFEASIBLE POLITICALLY TO EXPAND OPERATIONS. THE QUOTESM
WHICH LAMB USED WERE DERIVED FROM A DISCUSSION OF PRESS CLIPPINGS

WHICH I HAD ON MY DESK. THESE CLIPPINGS PR OPOSED THAT WE HAD
ONLY TWO CHOICES IN VIETNAM. ONE WAS TO RESUME THE BOMBING,

THE OTHER WAS TO CONTINUE WITH OUR PRESENT TACTICS. HE WAS
TOLD THAT WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE POLITICAL ASPECTS THERE ARE
CERTAINLY OTHER COURSES OF ACTION WHICH ARE FEASIBLE FROM THE
M ILITARY STANDPOINT. THEN HE WAS GIVEN MY VIEWS AS TO ONE
ALTERNAT IVE, THE "SALAMI" TACTIC. THIS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT
AS A PROPOSAL, BUT AS A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE. HE UNDERSTOOD
THAT WE WERE INVOLVED IN A BACK GR OUND DISCUSSION ONLY BUT IT
SOUNDS AS IF TEMTATION OVERPOWERED HIM.
5. THE ISO, WHO WAS IN THE OFFICE WHEN LAMB RETURNED, ASKED
HIM ABOUT THE INTERVIEW. IN A KIDDING MANNER LAMB SAID THE
GENERAL SAID WE SHOULD GO INTO LAOS OR NOR TH VIETNAM, OR WORDS
TO THAT AFFECT. THE ISO TOLD HIM HE CERTAINLY COULD NOT USE
THAT IN A STORY. LAMB REPLIED NOT TO WORRY THAT WOULD1

ANYTHING THAT WOULD QUOTE HUR T THE GENERAL
OTE. HE WAS, IN THE OPINION OF

USE THE
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6 ~ ALIff 116'11, I HAV t N OT SflN nlE PRE 5 S 01. I P PI N S, P1t CI:I\ T HE "I 
, &tIeYrl'E!5 WHICH YOU READ T@ ME OWER THE "111011, IT APPtAR$ T~AT 
I PIA"! Se:EN CAUSf'lT OF'F BASE. AFT-ER AJI'ljtL Y!Aft OF sucee:ss 
A ND GOOD LUCK WITH THE PRESS CORPS, IT SEEMS THAT I BECAME 
OVERCONFIDENT IN MY ·ABILITY TO JUDGE'REPORTERS. I WILL MAKE 
NO FURTHER COMMENTS .TO MEM 8ER S OF THE PRESS 
ON THE LAMB STORY CR THE ISSUES INVOLVED UNLESS YOUR ISO 

EXPERTS C<Jt1E UP WITH SOMETHING WHICH,MIGHT HELP TO CALM THE 
~J AVES. ' 

7. WARM REGAR DS. MAJGEN DAVI''S SENDS. 
GP74 UNQUOTE. 

3. OF COUSE SEN DAVIS AND I BOTH REGRET THAT THE STORY WAS WRITTEN 
AND ATTRIBUTED TO GEN DAVIS. GEN DAVIS DID, IN GENERAL TERMS, MADE 
STATEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE ARTICLE, BUT HE MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT ALL OTHER ASPECTS, E.G. POLITICAL AND FOREIGN PQ..ICY PROBLEMS, 
MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED BY OUR DECISION MAKERS IN MATTERS CONCERNING 
OUR FORCES AND THEIR GOVERNING DIRECTIVES IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT. 

ALL DISCUSSIONS WERE IN THEOOETICAL TERMS, AND REMARKS WERE PRE7 
FACED 8Y SUCH LANGUAGE AS "SlRICTLY F'RQYJ A MILITARY STANDPOINT," 
"CONSIDERING MILITARY ASPECTS ONLY," "DISREGARDING ALL BUT MILITARY 
CONCERNS," ETC. UNFORTUNATELY,.THE ARTICLE DID NOT REFLECT THIS 
QUAL IFY IN G L ANGUA GE. 

FURTHER, NOMILIIARY DEPLOYMENTS WERE ADVOCATED, E\UT WERE DISCUSSED 
AS FEASIBLE SCLELY FR(lt1 A MILITARY STANDPOINT. IN OTHER WORDS, FULL 

ACKNCWLEDGEMENT WAS GIVEN TO THE PRINCIPLE THAT MILITARY CONSIDERAT- . 
I OMS ARE BUT A PART OF THE TOTAL PI CTURE WHICH MUST BE V IEWED, AND 
THE OUCOME WEIGHED, BEFORE SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS CONCERNING U.S. 

INV Ol..VEMENT IN VIETNAM ARE MADE. 
4. AS STATED IN THE MESSAGE QUOTED FR Cl"l GEN DAV IS, HE CONSIDERED 
THE GROUND RULES FOR THE DISCUSSION TO BE "ON BACKGROUND" AND "NO! 

A TTRIBUTABLE". I CONSIDER THE FACT THAT HE WAS QUOTED AT ALL WAS A 
SERIOUS BREACH OF FAITH ON THE PART OF THE CCRRESPONDENT. L TGEN 
N ICKERSONSENDS. 

UNQUOTE ' '. 
2. THE REFERENCE 041325Z MENTIOENED IN PARAGRAPH 1 OF THE QUOTED 
MESSAGE CONTAINS A REQUEST FOR INFO AND THERE IS NO NEED TO 
PASS IT. 

GEN NICKERSON IS WITH COMUSMACV TIDAY TO ATTEND' THE WEEKLY 
I NT ELL I GENCE UPD ATE PLUS A COMMANDER S aeON FER ENCE IN THE AFTERN OON. ! 
GP71 .~{)C~ 

900 
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6. ALTHOUGH I HAVE NOT SEEN THE PRESS CLIPPINS, FROM THE
QUOTES WHICH YOU READ TO ME OVER THE PHONE, IT APPEARS THAT

I HAVE BEEN CAUGHT OFF BASE. AFTER A FULL YEAR OF SUCCESS
AND GOOD LUCK WITH THE PRESS C OR PS , IT SEEMS THAT I BECAME
OVERCONFIDENT IN MY ABILITY TO JUDGEREPORTERS. I WILL MAKE
NO FURTHER COMMENTS TO MEMBER S OF THE PRESS
ON THE LAMB STORY OR THE ISSUES INVOLVED UNLESS YOUR ISO
EXPERTS COME UP WITH SOMETHING WHICH MIGHT HELP TO CALM THE

WAVES.
7. WARM REGARDS. MAJGEN DAVIS SENDS.
GP74 UNQUOTE.

3. OF COUSE GEN DAVIS AND I BOTH REGRET THAT THE STORY WAS WRITTEN
AND ATTRIBUTED TO GEN DAVIS. GEN DAVIS DID, IN GENERAL TERMS, MADE
STATEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE ARTICLE, BUT HE MADE IT CLEAR
THAT ALL OTHER ASPECTS, .G. POLITICAL AND FOREIGN PALICY PROBLEMS,
MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED BY OUR DECISION MAKERS IN MATTERS CONCERNING
OUR FORCES AND THEIR GOVERNING DIRECTIVES IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT.

ALL DISCUSSIONS WERE IN THEORETICAL TERMS, AND REMARKS WERE PRE7
FACED BY SUCH LANGUAGE AS "STRICTLY FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT,"
"CONSIDERING MILITARY ASPECTS ONLY," "DISREGARDING ALL BUT MILITARY
C ONCERNS," ETC. UNFORTUNATELY, THE ARTICLE DID NOT REFLECT THIS
QUALIFYING LANGUAGE.

FURTHER, NO MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS WERE ADVOCATED, BUT WERE DISCUSSED
AS FEASIBLE SOLELY FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT. IN OTHER WORDS, FULL
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT WAS GIVEN TO THE PRINCIPLE THAT MILITARY CONSIDERAT-

IONS ARE BUT A PART OF THE TOTAL PICTURE WHICH MUST BE VIEWED, AND
THE OUC OM E WEIGHED, BEFORE SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS CONCERNING U.S.
INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM ARE MADE.

4. AS STATED IN THE MESSAGE QUOTED FR OM GEN DAVIS, HE CONSIDERED
THE GROUND RULES FOR THE DISCUSSION TO BE "ON BACKGROUND" AND "NOT

ATTRIBUTABLE". I CONSIDER THE FACT THAT HE WAS QUOTED AT ALL WAS A
SERIOUS BREACH OF FAITH ON THE PART OF THE CORRESPONDENT. L TGEN
NICKERSON SENDS.
UNQUOTE
2. THE REFERENCE 041325Z MENTIOENED IN PARAGRAPH 1 OF THE QUOTED
MESSAGE CONTAINS A REQUEST F OR INFO AND THERE IS NO NEED TO
PASS IT.
GEN NICKERSON IS WITH COMUSMACV TODAY TO ATTEND'THE WEEKLY
INTELLIGENCE UPDATE PLUS A COMMANDER S OCONFERENCE IN THE AFTERNOON.
GP71 #20(2)
900
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CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC / PLAN
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FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
A. COMUSMACV 031042Z APR69 (PASEP) 

• 

1. THE FOLLOWI NG MESSAGE, CG I I~ MAl' -RESPONSE TO REF A, IS READ­
DRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
QUOTE 
o 042334Z 
FM CG III MAl' 
T 0- COMUSMACV 
ZEM 
SECRET 
SERVIcE FORcE ACTIONS (U) 
A. COMUSMACV 031~42Z APR 69 
B. CG III MAl" 131000Z OCT 68 
C. COMuSMACV 030100Z -NOV 68 
D. JCSM 36-39 
1. (-S) IN RESPONSE TO REF' A,'l"HE FOLLOWING INFO IS- SUBMITTED: 
REF B WAS III MAl' FORCE STRUCTURE CHANGE 1-68 WHICH RECOM­
MENDED REALIGNt"IENT OF THE FORCE STRUCTURE WITHIN PROGRAt"I SIX 
CONSTRAINTS, AND WAS APpROVED 8Y REF C. FOLLOWING UNITS WERE 
TO BE REDUCED TO'ZERO SPACES: 
FRN UNIT 
K0r,,2T AT BN 
K003T AT BN 
Ke1S ME-D T K CO 
K&11 MED TK CO 
K019 UMTRAC BN 
K026 HQ 8TRY FAG 
1'1012 VMA 
K052B ASRT 
Kl~5 MATCU 
K055 WERS (MW sa> 
2. (S, SECDEr DECISION OF 21 NOV 68 INDICATED THAT 
NO UNITS OR MAJOR ITEMS OF· EQUIPMENT COULD 8E 
REDEPLOYED OUT OF COUNTRY, THUS CAUSING THE UNITS 
LISTED A80vE TO BE RESTORED IN THE, FORCE STRUCTURE 
A S APPROPRIATE. fOllOW I NG ADJUSTMENTS WERE MADE: 
A. VMA AND WERS (MWSG) WERE RESTORED TO THE 
FORCE STRUCTURE AT FULL STRENGTH SINCE THEY WERE NOT 
CONSIDERED SUITABLE FOR CADRES. 
B_. MATCU AND ASRT WERE NOT CONSIDERED MAJOR 
UNITS (23 SPAcES EACH) AND THUS iaJERE NOT RESTORED 10 
T Nti F ()ijC·i 51 il!J CT tJR E. 

0; TIE Utt'It$ LISTED WElE lEST_ltD 
:..I!qi!j' >. ~i '. 
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0 051440B ZYH
FM CC III MAF
CG FMFPAC
ZEM
S E T EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
A. COMUSMACV 031042Z APR69 (PASEP)
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE, CG III MAF-RESPONSE TO REF A, IS READ-
DRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
0 042334Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
SE C R E T
SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS (U)
A. COMUSMACV 031042Z APR 69
B. CG III MAF 131000Z OCT 68
C. COMUSMACV 030100Z NOV 68
D. JCSM 36-39
1. (.S) IN RESPONSE TO REF A, THE FOLLOWING INFO IS SUBMITTED:
REF B WAS III MAF FORCE STRUCTURE CHANGE 1-68 WHICH RECOM-
MENDED REALIGNMENT OF THE FORCE STRUCTURE WITHIN PROGRAM SIX
CONSTRAINTS, AND WAS APPROVED BY REF C. FOLLOWING UNITS WERE
TO BE REDUCED TO ZERO SPACES:
FRN UNIT
K002T AT BN

AT BNK003T
MED TK COK016

K017 MED IK CO
K019 UMTRAC BN
K026 HQ BTRY FAG
M012 VMA
K052B ASRT
K105 MATCU
K055 WERS (MWSG)
2. (S) SECDEF DECISION OF 21 NOV 68 INDICATED THAT
NO UNITS OR MAJOR ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT COULD BE
REDEPLOYED OUT OF COUNTRY, THUS CAUSING THE UNITS
LISTED ABOVE TO BE RESTORED IN THE FORCE STRUCTURE
AS APPROPRIATE. FOLLOWING ADJUSTMENTS WERE MADE:
A. VMA AND WERS (MWSG) WERE RESTORED TO THE
FORCE STRUCTURE AT FULL STRENGTH SINCE THEY WERE NOT
CONSIDERED SUITABLE FOR CADRES.
B. MATCU AND ASRT WERE NOT CONSIDERED MAJOR
UNITS (23 SPACES EACH) AND THUS WERE NOT RESTORED TO
THE FORCE STRUCTURE.

EMAINDER OF THE UNITS LISTED WERE RESTORED
AT CADRE STRENGT

DECLASSIFIED
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ID. SUMMA,fRY OF THESE ACTION'S IS!S FOLL. OWS: \ 
InUT . 
All • (-) . ( C,AJl)i~[) 

SP'AC[$ IU:~&l·UIR[1) 
U 

. AT I·' ( ... ) (CAJ~IJ 
19!illD.' TI' ~~ (QAil~i) 
MED TK co (CADRE) 
A MTRAC BN (CADRE) 
HQ BTRY FAG (CADRE) 
V 1"1 A 
\i1 ER S (PIli S G) 

19 
24 
2~ 
131 
21 
260 
221 

TOTAL 725 
3. (5) TO OFFSET THE INCREASE OF 725 SPACES, THE 
FOLLOWING REDUCTIONS IN FORCE stRUCtURE WERE RECOMMENDED THROUGH 
MARINE CORPS CHANNELS. ' 
FRN UNIT 
K002U HQ 8N MARDIV 
K003U HQ co MARDIV 
K002B HQ CO INF REGT 
K003B KQ Cb INF REGT 
K002F HQ CO Ir.iF REGT 
K003F HQ CO INF REGT 
K002J HQ CO INF REGT 
K003J HQ 'CO INF REGT ' 
Kf:l02N HQ STRY ARTY REGT 
K003 N HQ STRY ARTY REGT 
K022A MP BN 
K023 MP BN 
Kf:l33 FtC 
Kf:l52 MACe 
Kf:l60 MABS MAG VF/VA 
K061 MASS MAG VYI VA 
K062 MABS MAG VF/VA 
K076' ~MS MAG VH 

I Kel77 H&MS MAG VH 
K078 MASS MAG VH 
Kf:l19 MASS MAG VH 

SPACES REDUCED 
33 
33, 
13 ---

13 
13 
13 
1'3 
13 
16 
16 
5121 
50 
1'64 

'64 
9 
9 
9 
19 
19 
78 
78 

TOTAL 125 
4. (S) THE REDUCT ION OF THE FMAW UNITS CPNSISTED 
PRIMARILY OF' SECURITY PERSONNEL. THIS FUNCTION IS 
CURRENTL Y BEING PERFORMED BY AVIATION PERSONNEL, 
ALTHOUGH FUTURE ADJUSTMENTS MAY REQUIRE A SLIGHT DRAWDOWN 
ON INFANTRY UNITS. THE 

EDUCTIONS TO THE HQ BN" S, 
HQ CO'S, UNO HQ BTRY' S REPRESENT A CUTBACK IN 

; . 

AUGMENTATIoN PERSONNEL PROVIDED TO MEET CERTAINFUNCTIONS PECULIAR 
TO THESVN. COMBAT ENVIRONMENT, . 

'II $,UcM FUNCTIONS WILL HAVE TO BE PRO\1IDED FB0M 
" *111111$ ASSETS. REDl:JCTI9DtS TOFLCWIlL 

_.j"llr,_'J!A~·J;t1 . J=I!·,~~~~:l~ e~~I;0'¥~ ••. 
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D. SUMMARY OF THESE ACTIONS IS AS FOLLOWS:
UNIT SPACES REQUIRED
AT BN (-) (CADRE) 19
AT BN (-) (CADRE) 19
MED TK CO (CADRE) 24
MED TK CO (CADRE) 24
AMTRAC BN (CADRE) 137
HQ BTRY FAG (CADRE) 21

260VMA
WERS (MWSG) 221

TOTAL 725
3. (S) TO OFFSET THE INCREASE OF 725 SPACES, THE
FOLLOWING REDUCTIONS IN FORCE STRUCTURE WERE RECOMMENDED THROUGH
MARINE CORPS CHANNELS.

SPACES REDUCEDFRN UNIT
33HQ BN MARDIVK002 U
33HQ CO MARDIVK003 U

K002B HQ CO INF REGT 13
K003B HQ CO INF REGT 13
K002F HQ CO INF REGT 13

HQ CO INF REGTK0031 13
HQ CO INF REGT 13K002J
HQ CO INF REGTK003 13
HQ BTRY ARTY REGTK002 16

K003N HQ BTRY ARTY REGT 16
50MP BNK022A

K023 50MP BN
164K033 FLC

K052 64MACG
9MABS MAG VF/VAK060
IMABS MAG VF/VAK061
9MABS MAG VF/VAK062
19H&MS MAG VHK076
19H&MS MAG VHK077

MABS MAG VH 78K078
MABS MAG VH 78K079

TOTAL 725
4. (S) THE REDUCTION OF THE FMAW UNITS CONSISTED
PRIMARILY OF SECURITY PERSONNEL. THIS FUNCTION IS
CURRENTLY BEING PERFORMED BY AVIATION PERSONNEL,
ALTHOUGH FUTURE ADJUSTMENTS MAY REQUIRE A SLIGHT DRAWDOWN
ON INFANTRY UNITS. THE

EDUCTIONS TO THE HQ BN'S,
HQ CO'S, UND HQ BTRY'S REPRESENT A CUT BACK IN
AUGMENTATION PERSONNEL PROVIDED TO MEET CERTAINFUNCTIONS PECULIAR
TO THE SVN COMBAT ENVIRONMENT,

AND SUCH FUNCTIONS WILL HAVE TO BE PROVIDED FROM
WITHIN REMAINING ASSETS. REDUCTIONS TO FLC WILL
EFFECT THE DESPONSIVENESS OF PROVIDING CERTAIN COMBAT

DECLASSIFIED
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,. (~~N ;,;~lT HUt T03~t"IO'II",P'JUl t<f4~7f641.~ ,~~A~n~ f!t 
,~ ·1'U~lIJrcm:J) Te 0.:1: 0PUATIOMt. FL.T ()P' _ ~:Jii.~,rSI1i' II;' • '.,. 
'~W.I.:ii't a'P'. ei!, , n,w, $lll~. iIUIN; .eli~~ T.~. , ... I'_.I~t,' •. ;' 
C'.I'" 1i~; •• 'if ft~lM. ":11'1 .~iJlllel:'~. '.'' 1I8W, !.., ••• 
ARE' N£CESSARy;'THE PREs! NT PLAN Is TO 1.EAVE hr.fE: 'OPERATl()'AAL 
PlT IN SUPPORT OFTHE-ROKMC -BDE WITH -A NUCLEUS OF 11 U. S. 
MARINES AND THE REMAINDER OF THE PLATOON TO BE MANNED BY ROK 
MARINES. THE REMAINING 3:1 U. S. MARINES WILL BE THE CADRE FOR 
THE ARMD AMPHIB CO (-). IN THE EVENT PERMISSION IS GRANTED TO 
WITHDRAW USMC UNITS FROM SVN, IT IS CURRENTLY PLANNED, SUBJECT 
TO ApPROVAL OF HIGHER HQ, TO REDEPLOY THE ENTIRE ARPID AMPHIB CO 
TO OKINAWA. THIS WILL ELIMINATE THE ARMD AMPHIB CAPABILITY IN 
111 MAr. ' 
6. (S) WHILE THE REDUcTIONS CITED WERE NOT DESIRABLE, THE 
SECDEF DECISION OF 21 NOV 68 THAT NO USMC UNITS COULD BE 
WITHDRAWN FROM SVN LEFT NO CHOICE BUT TO CADRE UNITS THAT .HAD 
BEEN DELETED FROM THE FORCE STRUCTURE OR RESTORE THEM AT FULL 
STRENGTH, BUT STILL REMAIN WITHIN THE,PROGRAM SIX CONSTRAINTS. 
THE REDUCTIONS OUTLINED TO ACCO~MODATE THIS ACTION ARE INTERNAL 
III MAF USMC TRADE OFF SPACES AND REPRESENT THE LEAST 
DETRIMENTAL METHOD AVAILABLE. THE ADJUSTME~TS L1STE'0 HAVE AND 
WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE A DELETERIOUS IMPACT ON III MAF OPERATIONAL 
CAPABILITY AS FOLLOWS: 
A. REDUCTION IN TOTAL FIREPOWER THROUGH THE LOSS OF' AT BNS 
AND ARMD> AMPHIB CO. 
B. LOSS OF ONE-THIRD OF -THE TANK BN ASSETS. 
C. L ass OF' ONE- HALF OF THE AMTRAC ASSETS. 
D. LOSS OF THE FORcE ARTILLERY CONTROL HQ. 
E. DRAWDOWN OF INFANTRY AND ARTY HQ BASE SUPPORT 
AUGMENTATION; MP BN SECURITY CAPABILIT~ COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT 
CAPABIL lTY OF FLC; AND AIRFIELD SECURITY, ALL REQUIRED TO 
PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR USMC UNITS IN THE CURRENT COMBAT 
ENvlRONMENT IN SVN, NOT PROVIDED IN. THE TI O· S. 
7. (S) IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT ALL OF THE ABOVE ACT IONS WERE 
TAKEN SOLELY BECAUSE OF PROGRAM SIX CONSTRAINTS AND NONE WERE 
SERVICE INITIATED. NO FURTHER REDUCTIONS ARE KNOWN OR 

~ CONTEMPLATED. 
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS. 

, SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONt Y 
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS. 

900 

-"-' '.; . :~ ~.--, 
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(S) IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, FRN K02700, ARMD AMPHIB CO5.
WAS REDUCED TO ONE OPERATIONAL PLT OF 42 SPACES BY REF B AND
PRROVED BY REF C. IT MAS SINCE BEEN DECIDED TO REDUCE THE
COMPANY TO CADRE STATUS WIT H 4 SPACES. NO TRADE OFF SPACES
ARE NECESSARY. THE PRESENT PLAN IS TO LEAVE ONE OPERATIONAL
PLT IN SUPPORT OF THE ROKMC -BDE WITH A NUCLEUS OF 11 U.S.
MARINES AND THE REMAINDER OF THE PLATOON TO BE MANNED BY ROK
MARINES. THE REMAINING 31 U. S. MARINES WILL BE THE CADRE FOR
THE ARMD AMPHIB CO (-). IN THE EVENT PERMISSION IS GRANTED TO
WITHDRAW USMC UNITS FROM SVN, IT IS CURRENTLY PLANNED, SUBJECT
TO APPROVAL OF HIGHER HQ, TO REDEPLOY THE ENTIRE ARMD AMPHIB CO
TO OKINAWA. THIS WILL ELIMINATE THE ARMD AMPHIB CAPABILITY IN
III MAF.
6. (S) WHILE THE REDUCTIONS CITED WERE NOT DESIRABLE, THE
SECDEF DECISION OF 21 NOV 68 THAT NO USMC UNITS COULD BE
WITHDRAWN FROM SVN LEFT NO CHOICE BUT TO CADRE UNITS THAT HAD
BEEN DELETED FROM THE FORCE STRUCTURE OR RESTORE THEM AT FULL
STRENGTH, BUT STILL REMAIN WITHIN THE PROGRAM SIX CONSTRAINTS.
THE REDUCTIONS OUTLINED TO ACCOMMODATE THIS ACTION ARE INTERNAL
III MAF USMC TRADE OFF SPACES AND REPRESENT THE LEAST
DETRIMENTAL METHOD AVAILABLE. THE ADJUSTMENTS LISTED HAVE AND
WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE A DELETERIOUS IMPACT ON III MAF OPERATIONAL
CAPABILITY AS FOLLOWS:
A. REDUCTION IN TOTAL FIREPOWER THROUGH THE LOSS OF AT BNS
AND ARMD AMPHIB CO.
B. LOSS OF NE-THIRD OF THE TANK BN ASSETS.
C. LOSS OF ONE-HALF OF THE AMTRAC ASSETS.
D. LOSS OF THE FORCE ARTILLERY CONTROL HQ.
E. DRAWDOWN OF INFANTRY AND ARTY HQ BASE SUPPORT
AUGMENTATION; MP BN SECURITY CAPABILITY; COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT
CAPABILITY OF FLC; AND AIRFIELD SECURITY, ALL REQUIRED TO
PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR USMC UNITS IN THE CURRENT COMBAT
ENVIRONMENT IN SVN, NOT PROVIDED IN THE T/ O' S.

7. (S) IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT ALL OF THE ABOVE ACTIONS WERE
TAKEN SOLELY BECAUSE OF PROGRAM SIX CONSTRAINTS AND NONE WERE
SERVICE INITIATED. NO FURTHER REDUCTIONS ARE KNOWN OR
CONTEMPLATED.
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY # 21(3)DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
900

21(3)
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~ __ ~~ ____ ~ __ -+ ____ -+ ____ -+ ______ ~ REMARKS 
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Ao J.N THE PAST s MUCH CONCERN HAS Bf.i.N EXVRESSfD BY COf1usr'IP,CiJ AND 
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lIESvlE ARE H,WLICT!NG ON OUR O~JN l'IGH'r'Li~G ~jl!.f,j liND CIVILlcH!SG 
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A lRil 17 PERCE.t<lT BY roORTARS!) :5 P£RC~NT BY :?iO?DEV M~D 10 PEI1CENT 
B V OT HER CA USE $" ' -' ~ 
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LED tHUL.E CIV CASUAL IT n:s D ECRC:ASE.D ~y APPROX 5 (t PER CErH ~ CASUAL'" 
1" IES ARE (.~S F~OLLOUS~ 1191 i'l1L lULLi'J)!.1 407 :;tHL \JOUNDED 0 57 vr~ eH'S 
KILLED;) AND ~34 \HJ crus \'10UNDr.Do PF' THi:.SE>:39 PER CENT l~ERE CAUSED I 

BY ART Yp 2! PERCiiNT BY E,XPD c.V \) 15' PERC!:: NT t£ ¥ [ItORT Nt S!I 9 PER CENT 
BY AlR M~"D 15 PERCEf<J! bY OIHc.R CAUSC;So ,.~ .: 
50 Cf\ USE 5 fOR ! HE l' 01 At. CA SUA!. IT It. S FORB-err H 2 ND AND 3RD QTR F'Y 
60 BY TYPE F!REPO',vER ARE. AS FOLLOW Sg . . . 

Ao ARA Y = OF THE ! H lOLLED AND 397 tWUi~DED 'bY ARTY ~ 65 PERCEWi' 
tH':RE AS A RESIlL! OF pgR50iHJ~1. ERROR p ,.30. PERCENT BY VAULTY (.l['il·l0 [1[-Q) 
5 PERCENT UNDEr~,f'HHM£DQ ."" 

Sa (o\lR ~, OF THE 60 KILLED AND 229 ~JOur,jDED BY AIRp 3~. PEI1CENl'i:IER£ 
AS A RESULT OF'PERSONNEL ERROR AND 66 PERCENT FAULTY EQUIFNENlo" 
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OTICZYUW RHMMAFA1066 0980949-CCCC-RUMLBPA RUMHLAA RUMHVPA
R UMLLIA RUMLMHA RUMLMP A
ZNY CCCCC
XXIV CORPS 000 101ST ABN DIV
0 0809487 APR 69
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO R IMLBPA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB RVN
RUMMLAA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG RVN
R UM HV PA/CG THIRD MARD IV PHB RVN
RUMLIA/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL RVN
R UMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW DNG RVN
R UMLBPA/CG ONE ZERO ONE ABN DIV CAM) CP EAGLE RVN
R UMLMPA/CG FORLOGCOMO DNG RVN
BT
C 0 I A L FOR LIGEN STILUELLI MGEN SIMPSON,
MGEN DAVIS, MGEN GETTYS, MGEN QUILTER, MGEN ZAIS AND EGEN
FEELEY FP. LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: UNNECESSARY CASUALTIES
A. CG III MAF 110804Z AUG 68
B. CG III MAF 070600Z SEP 68
C. CG III MAF 2014492 NOV 68
10 IN THE PAST , MUCH CONCERN HAS BEEN EXPRESSED BY COMUSMACV AND
THIS HQ IN REGARDS TO UNNECESSARY CASUALTIES INFLICTED BY FRIENDLY
FIREPOWER. REFERENCES A, B AND C REFER.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 1066 C N.I I.A L FOR
2. ONCE AGAIN I MUST REMIND YOU OF THE GR.IM FACT OF THE CASUAL
I IES WE ARE INFLICTING ON OUR OWN FIGHTING MeN AND CIVILIANS.
3. DURING THE 2ND QIR FY69, CASUALITIES WERE AS FOLLOWS: 55 MIL
KILLED, 231 MIL WOUNDED, 92 VN CIVS KILLED, AND 273 VN CIVS
WOUNDED. OF THESE, 35 PERCENT WERE CAUSED BY ARTY. 35 PERCENT BY
AIR, 17 PERCENT BY MORTARS, 3 PERCENT BY EXPDEV AND 10 PERCENT
BY OTHER CAUSES.
to DURING THE 3RD QTR FY69, THE MILITARY CASUALITIES ALMOST DOUB
LED WHILE CIV CASUALITIES DECREASED BY APPROX 50 PERCENT. CASUAL
TIES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 107 MIL KILLED, 407 MIL WOUNDED , 57 VN CIVS
KILLED, AND 134 VN CIVS WOUNDED. OF THESE 39 PER CENT WERE CAUSED
BY ARTY, 21 PERCENT BY EXPDEV, 15 PERCENT BY MORTARS, 9 PERCENT
BY AIR AND 16 PERCENT BY OTHER CAUSES.
5o CAUSES FOR THE TOTAL CASUALITIES FOR BOTH 2ND AND 3RD QTR FY
SO BY TYPE FIREPOWER ARE AS FOLLOWS:

A. ARTY w OF THE 111 KILLED AND 397 WOUNDED BY ARTY, 65 PERCENT
WERE AS A RESULT OF PERSONNEL ERROR, 30 PERCENT BY FAULTY AMMO AID
5 PERCENT UNDETERMINED.

B. AIR 6 OF THE 62 KILLED AND 229 WOUNDED BY AIR 34 PERCENT WERE
AS A RESULT OF PERSONNEL ERROR AND 66 PERGENT FAULTY EQUIPMENT.
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PAGE THREE RHMMAfA 1066 CON F ! 0 i N T 1 A L FOR 
Co MORTAR ... OF TMI:. 41 KIU.iW AND iS3 .. t'JOUNDED BY tllOR'! ARS:I 4&1 PER 

CENT. \4E.RE AS A RESUl. ... r ·OF PERSONNEL ii!tROR£l'2i PERCENT FAULITV ANMO 
A NO 35 PER C£ NT UNO E. T Ai.RM Hli.D 0 j. 

Do EXPLOSIVE DEVICES'" Of' THE .36 KU,tE.D· AND ·121 \~OUNDED BY EX'" 
PLDEVl.l 58 PERCENT ~1E.Rc. PERSONNEL ERROR I}[ID 42 PERCENT 
UNDETER~aNEDo •. 
Go PERSONNEL ERRORS 8ROKiiN DmJN AS FOLLG!!lBg 

AG ARrY8 PERSONNE:L ERRORS ARE. AITRIBUTW TO OTHERS IN THE 
~YSTEM AS t1EU. AS THE. GUN 'CRivJS" EXI\MPLii:~ -fSCC~jATCH -OFFICE.R 
NOT MIARE. 01" FRIE.NDLIES XN IHEAR~AlJ ·r;oc D'w NO! l'OLLO\'l SOP\) FO 
DID N01" GIVE CORRECT POSITION OF FRIENDLt£s OR CALL IN DANGER 
CLOSE NISSIO~l!l BTRY ~lA'fCH OFFICE-R MADE £.RROR IN TRANSPOSITION OF 
GRIDo GUN CRE~J ERRORED IN USING WRONG C.H~RGESl1 LAYING PIECE 
W RO NGtJ NONoCAL IBRAT 10 N or- Nl:.~J T UBEo : ' .... ~ 

Bo AXR% PERSONNEL E.RRORS AR::: IU!RIBUl'ED' 10 OTHERS IN tHE 
SYSTEf'l AS \'J[lJ .. AS THi1" AIR CRit1So EXA[tjPt.ESa RADAR CONTROl.LER 
USED WRONG Sl'JlrCH THROlHNG DROP SE.V£RAL i'lILES OFF TARGf£.l ~ AO 
FAILED TO XDE.tJTXF'l PATROL AS FRIENDLlliSjl,CONFUSION ON 1HE GROUND 
AS T.O~JHO t'1AS WH~RE,o AIR CRE.\~S iRRORE.D IN FLIGHT LEADER DROPq 
P,XNGON HRONG Si\'jOKE~ INCORRiCT SiLTIING .O.F·~~NTERVALot'1[tER SJ ANi) 
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~ 
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~ 
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~ 
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,~ (\!R CRE~J DROPPED LONG OR SHOH1\' () 
,~ Co r.l0R1'AR~ P£RSONNE.L ERRORS ARi!. A1;;TR.lf,3UTED TO OTHERS IN tHE 
~ SYSI EN AS \'J ELL AS THE GUN CRf:~J So EXAftlPLESg SEC'!' XON CH1EF US! NG 
~ l:JRONG A!~HNG STAKE.S p MAN ON PI..01TING BOARD.M!S!NTERPRETiW TARGET 
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~ Da EXPLOSIVE DEV!CES~ PiiRSONIIlr:L ERRORS r~AINLY ATTRIBUTED 
~ TO CARELESSNESS SUCH AS~ EXPLOSIVES l.N .JRASH BEING BURNED II IMc> 
'~'~~ PROPERLY CARRYING GREtMDE.Sl) IMPROPi!.R-~lDE.t~TIF'lCATlON OF FRIENDLY 
,~ VS ENEW{ ON PERU1El'£R ~JAICH AND' -M1bUSHES~.-ORDNANCE DROPPED 
~ \<1 HILE LOADI NG VE.HXCLE. 1 N ASP., . .• 
, ~ 70 FA UL T Y E QUIPt~f.NT FOR A 1FI AS FOLl.01JI Sll . 
~ Ao I'1ALfUNCr ION OF rUBE. 1 N TR.IGGE.R CIR;ctHr or T ?Q= 100 
~ So SHORT IN RELi.ASE S\UTCH OF THE A IR ,CRAFT CONTROL Sr!CKo 
,~ c~ ORDNANCE SYS!t.~1 CIRCUITHY !1Al.FU"NCT-IONEDtI 
'~'~~ 8 0 FAULTY AMMO FOR ARTY AND i10RTAns AS FOl.LmvSg 
,~ A" ARTY"" DAMP CHARG£So i:.RRA1 IC F1 OLIN!:) ~ AND 
~ PRE[~AT URE BUR 5r I) 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 1066 C 0 N F I is N I I FOR
C. MORTAR - OF THE 41 KILLED AND 183 WOUNDED BY MORTARS, as PER

CENT WERE AS A RESULT OF PERSONNEL ERROR 21 PER CENT FAULITY AMMO
AND 35 PERCENT UNDETERMINED.

D. EXPLOSIVE DEVICES 6 OF THE 36 KILLED AND 127 WOUNDED BY EX-
PLDEV, 58 PERCENT WERE PERSONNEL ERROR AND 42 PERCENT
UNDETERMINED.
So PERSONNEL ERRORS BROKEN DOWN AS FOLLOWS:

Ao ART Y: PERSONNEL ERRORS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO OTHERS IN THE
SYSTEM AS WELL AS THE GUN CREWS. EXAMPLE: FSCC WATCH OFFICER
NOT AWARE OF FRIENDLIES IN THE AREA, FDC DID NOT FOLLOW SOP, FO
D ID NOT GIVE CORRECT POSITION OF FRIENDLIES OR CALL IN DANGER
CLOSE MISSION, BTRY WATCH OFFICER MADE ERROR IN TRANSPOSITION OF
GRID. GUN CREW ERRORED IN USING WRONG CHARGES, LAYING PIECE
WRONG, NON-CALIBRATION or NEW TUBE.

B. AIR: PERSONNEL ERRORS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO OTHERS IN THE
SYSTEM AS WELL AS THE AIR CREWS. EXAMPLES: RADAR CONTROLLER
USED WRONG SWITCH THROWING DROP SEVERAL MILES OFF TARGET, AO
FAILED TO IDENTIFY PATROL AS FRIENDLIES, CONFUSION ON THE GROUND
AS TO WHO WAS WHERE. AIR CREWS ERRORED IN FLIGHT LEADER DROP-
PING ON WRONG SMOKE, INCORRECT SETTING OF INTERVALOMETER, AND

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 1066 C A FOR
AIR CREW DROPPED LONG OR SHORT.

C. MORTAR: PERSONNEL ERRORS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO OTHERS IN THE
SYSTEM AS WELL AS THE GUN CREWS. EXAMPLES: SECTION CHIEF USING
WRONG AIMING STAKES, MAN ON PLOTTING BOARD MISINTERPRETED TARGET
INFO CALLED IN AND D ID NOT CONFIRM PRIOR TO PLOTTING, FDC WATCH
OFFICER WAS AWARE THAT MISSION WAS NOT CLEARED AND FAILED TO IN-
FORM PERSONNEL IN THE CENTER. GUN CREWS ERRORED IN USING WRONG
AZIMUTH OR TUBE SETTING. CREWMAN D O U B L E FED 60MM MORTAR.

Do EXPLOSIVE DEVICES: PERSONNEL ERRORS MAINLY ATTRIBUTED
TO CARELESSNESS SUCH AS: EXPLOSIVES IN IRASH BEING BURNED, IM-
PROPERLY CARRYING GRENADES, IMPROPER FIDENT IFICATION OF FRIENDLY
VS ENEMY ON PERINETER WATCH AND AMBUSKES, ORD NANCE DROPPED
WHILE LOADING VEHICLE IN ASP.
7. FAULTY EQUIPMENT FOR AIR AS FOLLOWS:

Ao MALFUNCTION OF TUBE IN TRIGGER CIRCUIT OF TPQ-10.
B. SHORT IN RELEASE SWITCH OF THE AIR CRAFT CONTROL STICK.
C. ORD NANCE SYSTEM CIRCUITRY MALFUNCTIONED.

8. FALLTY AMMO FOR ARTY AND MORTARS AS FOLLOWS:
A. ARTY a DAMP CHARGES, ERRATIC ROUNDS AND

PREMATURE BURST.
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B. MORTARS 0 ERRATIC AND DEFECTIVE ROUNDS,

MOISTURE, EXPLODED IN TUBL AND EXPLODED WHILE MANDLING.
9c I ENJOIN ALL COMMANDERS TO MAKE A MORE AGGRESSIVE
REVIEW OF THEIR PROGRAMS AND TO TAKE APPROPRIATE
DISCIPLINARY AND/OR CORRECTIVE ACTION TO DRASTICALLY
REDUCE THE UNNECESSARY CASUALTY FIGURES.
10. I HAVE DIRECTED THE DEPUTY CG III MAF TO VISIT
ALL COMMANDERS WITH THE STATED PURPOSE ON REVIEWING
WITH EACH COMMANDER THE SUBJECT OF UNNECESSARY
CASUALITIES AS TO SOPS, SAFETY PROGRAMS AND RELATED
AREAS. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE HIM. WITH SUCH
INFORMATION AND PROGRAMS THAI HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL
IN YOUR COMMAND IN REDUCING INCIDENTS, THUS ENABLING
OTHER COMMANDS TO BENEFIT RESULTING IN AN:OVER ALL
I CORPS REDUCTION OF OUR FRIENDLY ON FRIENDLY
CASUALITIES,
GPO4
BT
1066
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PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA1068 0980952-SSSS--RUMUGKD.
ZNY SSSSS
P 8809522 APR 69
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO RUMUGKD/COMNAVFOR SGN RVN
INFO RUMLPAA/CTF ONE ONE FIVE
RUMCSD G/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE
BT
SECRET NOFOR N
OPERATIONS ON THE CUA DAI RIVER (U)

PER SONAL FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO CAPT HOFFMANN AND CDR STEFFER UD FROM

BGEN DWYER
A YOUR 04/98 127 APR 69
to (S) REF A REQUESTED ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING TROOPS FOR OPS IN THE

CUA DAI AREA.
20 (S) SINCE THE PLANNING CONFERENCE ON SUBJ OPS AT III MAF HD:QTR'S

ONE MAR 1969 WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN FROM GEN LAM A TIME FRAME

FOR HIS PROMISED TWO AR V N BATTALIONS AND DEPLOYMENT OF A VNN RAG IN

THE CUA DAI RIVER AREA. ON 7 APRIL, GEN LAM INDICATED DEPLOYMENT

OF THE RAG AND TWO AR N N BATTALIONS IS BEING EVALUATED AND

HE HOPES TO HAVE THESE FORCES DEPLOYED ABOUT 15 APR. HOWEVER WE MUST

APPRECIATE THIS DATE MAY NOT BE METa

PAGE TWO R-HMMAFA 1068 S ECRET NOFORN

36 (S) A CONFERENCE WAS HELD 7 APRIL AT 111 MAF HD:QTRS ON SUBJ OPS.

ATTENDEES INCLUDED CTG 115.1 AND REPS FROM THIS COMMAND, CAP, ROK

MARINES, AMERICAL DIV, G-3A (VN). US ADV OF QUANG DA SPECIAL

ZONE, AND DEP PSA HOI AN. THE CONSENSUS IS THAT TO SECURE THE SOUTH

BANK OF THE SONG CUA DAI WILL REQUIRE PERMANENT FORCES ON BARRIER

ISLAND AND AN ACTIVE RAG® A'S NOTED IN PARA 2 ABOVE THESE FORCES

HAVE NOT YET BEEN ASSIGNED BY GEN LAM. THEREFORE SEVERAL INTERMED-

IATE COURSES OF ACTION BRIEFLY OUTLINED BELOW WERE DISCUSSED.

A REASONABLY FIRM IS A FIVE DAY SWEEP THROUGH BARRIER IS-

LAND'S COMMENCING 15 APR BY ELEMENTS OF 1/1 A/C SQUADRON OF AMER-

ICAL DIVISION.
B THE ROK MARINES PLAN A ONE BN OPERATION ON XUYEN-HA ISLAND,

JUST BELOW HOI AN COMMENCING 9 APR.
Co TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE OPS IN 3 A AND B ABOVE AN

ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE, THRU GEN LAM, TO COMMIT AT LEAST ONE ARVN BAT-

TALION AND A RAG. QUANG DA SPECIAL ZONE REPS STATED THAT IF THE

RAG WERE DEPLOYED TO THE HOI AN AREA THEY IN TURN WOULD TRY

TO SELL COMMITTING EITHER A RANGER BN OR A BN FROM 51ST REGT, FOR

A PERIOD OF 30 DAYS. THIS TOO, OF COURSE, REQUIRES GEN LAM'S

APPROVAL
D. DEP PSA STATED HE IN TURN WOULD ATTEMPT TO GET AN

PAGE LOF 2 PAGES #27
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PA.GE THREE RHMMAFA 1068 SECRET NOFORN
RF CO ASSIGNED TO BARRIER ISLAND ON A PERMENANT BASIS FOLLOWING
THE AFOREMENTIONED OPERATIONS.
4. (S) THE CONSENUS WAS THAT ARVN FORCES WOULD BE MORE SATISFACTORY
THAN US FORCES FOR RAG OPS.
5. (S) ALCON IN THIS AREA AGREE THAT OP'S IN THE CUA DAI RIVER
TO THIS POINT HAVE BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL IN OPENING THE RIVER
TO CIVILIAN TRAFFIC® AS AN ASIDE, THE DEP PSA (LTCOL USA) WAS
QUITE POSITIVE IN HIS VIEWS THAT THE RECENT OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS
CONDUCTED BY CTG 115.1 HAVE BEEN REFLECTED IN THE INCREASED
RIENLY TRAFFIC ON THE CUA DAI BY BOTH FISHING AND MERCHANT
VESSELS. THIS HEALTHY SIGN REFLECTS OUR EFFORTS IN THE AREA,
THOUGH I FULLY REALIZE IT HAS CAUSED TG 115. I CASUALTIES.
6 (S) AT THIS POINT. A BATTALION/RAG OPERATION, WILL BE
EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE IN SECURING THE RIVER. FOLLOW ON OPS WILL
INCLUDE FIRTHER PACIFICATION OF THE AREA AND THE FURTHER
OPENING UP OF THE PORT HOI AND THIS I BELIEVE IN

THE AREA.
IS
PROCEEDING

ESSENTIAL
ONDEVELOPING ECONOMIC STABILITY OF THE

FOREGOING INFO INTEND TO-MAKE ALL POSSIBLE EFFORT TO EFFECT
INCREASED TROOP AND RAG SUPPORT FOR YOUR MARKET TIME BOATS ON
THE CUA DAI RIVER ASAP.
7 (U) WARM REGARDS.
GP-A
BI
1068
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to EXCHMJGE A FE\~ X ND XV lID UALS fOR SHORT PE:'R XOD S OF r 1M!!. 0 . 
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PTTCZYUW RHMMAFA1325 RUMHVPA RUMLMHA.
ZNY CCCCC
P 1002302 APR so
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHLAA/CG FIRST MARD IV
R UMHVPA/CG THIRD MARDIV
R UNLMKA/CG FIRST MAW
BT
C ONFIDENII A 1.

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR NGEN SIMPSON, MGEN DAVIS AND MGEN QUILTER
FROM LIGEN WICKERSON
AIR GROUND PERSONNEL EXCHANGE (U)
la (C) AS YOU KNOW, X AM TAKING A NUMBER OF STEPS TO MAKE SURE
WE ARE DOING EVERYTHING WE CAN TO GET THE MOST OUT OF OUR RELATIVELY
SMALL NUMBER OF HELICOPTERS. AMONG THESE STEPS IS THE PANEL I AM
CONVENING TO EXAMINE ACROSS THE BOARD OUR HELO OPERATIONAL PRO-
CED URES AND COMMAND AND CONTROL.
2. (C) BEYOND THE COMMAND ASPECTS, HOWEVER, THERE IS AN ESSENTIAL
REQUIREMENT FOR GOOD UNDERSTANDING BY OUR LOWER RANKING AIR AND
GROUND PEOPLE OF THE PROBLEMS OF EACH OTHER. X RECOGNIZE THAT
EDUCATION IN THIS REGARD IS COMPLICATED BY THE CONTINUING TURNOVER
AND BY THE SHORTAGE OF JUNIOR PEOPLE, WHICH IN TIRN KEEPS EVERY-

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1325 C 0 [ I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR
ONE UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE JUST TO GET HIS OWN BASIC JOB DONE.
BUT THESE COMPLICATIONS DO NOT IN ANY WAY LESSEN THE REQUIREMENT FOR
MEMBERS OF THE AIR GROUND TEAM TO BE CONSERSANT WITH WHAT THE
TOTAL TEAM CAN DO. ONE TECHNIQUE WHICH WILL HELP THAT UNDERSTANDING
IS TO MAINTAIN AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM BETWEEN GROUND AND AIR
UNITS, WHERE A FEW PERSONNEL OF BOTH ELEMENTS LIVE AND WORK
WITH THEIR AIR OR GROUND COUNTERPARTS FOR A BRIEF PERIOD.
3. (u) IN VIEU OF THE FOREGOING, X DESIRE THAT YOU ESTABLISH
TOKEN OFFICER EXCHANGE PROGRAMS BETWEEN THE DIVISIONS AND WING.
I DO NOT EXPECT A LARGE SCALE PROGRAM TO BE SET UP OVERNIGHT.
I DO, HOWEVER, BELIEVE THAT YOU CAN BEGIN .IN THE NEAR FUTURE
TO EXCHANGE A FEW INDIVIDUALS FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME.
BASED ON INITIAL EVALUATION WE MAY WANT TO EXPAND THE PROGRAM
LATER.
WARM REGARDS.
GP44
BT
1325

CONFIDENTIAL3/ COPIESOFCOPY111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68)
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TOP SEC RET EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
A. MAC 4006 EO 291213Z MAR69 
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBlEMS WE HAVE 
CREATED FOR THE ENE~Y BY OUR. INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY, 
AND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE-EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE 
ENEMY·S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND RHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY 
YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY. FEASIBILTY AND 
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS 
CONVEY MY VIEWS. 
2. AT THE: OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFFORt IS DESIRABLE~ I SHARE 
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL 
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN 
WESTERN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO $EEK 
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIBILITY OF 
THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 614 AND KHAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS­
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS' IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED 
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTO 
RECCE SORTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED 
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES 
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS 
I NTO AND AROUND KHAM Due ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER, 
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 
GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY. 
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS FL.OWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS 
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND ZC ,0112. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS 
A ROAD 
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIRROADCUTS ON 11, 17, 
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE FOLlOWHlG DAY. LAST YEAR A 
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001156 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER 
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 2;) OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO 
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I 
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT 
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE 
ENEMY IS ACTUALL Y DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT .HE HAS IN THE WAY -
OF' •• S- An S:IaJDPLIl .. S. IN T.Put TAIR(;.E.TAREA. (j)NCE .. nu.s IS Di.r.EJUU.I .. r)i.-~ha 
I' . .' 10 HI,'[ST TKE N[Ci$SAIY P"'@'RCE Te:> DIST1UlfP! 'rllll. ~JJ~, o " _. _ : . . \ 4 -..---...-~;.~~-.-~----

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 101540Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO SSO AMERICAL DIVISION
FOR MG GETTYS FROM LTG NICKERSON
0 042339Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
T C R E T EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
A. MAC 4006 E0 291213Z MAR69
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE
CREATED FOR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY,
AND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE-EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE
E NEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY
YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILITY AND
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS
CONVEY MY VIEWS.
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFFORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN
WESTERN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIBILITY OF
THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 614 AND KHAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS-
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTO
RECCE SORTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS
INTO AND AROUND KHAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER,
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO
GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY.
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND ZC 0112. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS
A ROAD
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11, 17,
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE FOLLOWING DAY. LAST YEAR A
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE
ENEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAY
OF FORCES AND SUPPLIES IN THE TARGET AREA. ONCE THIS IS DETERMINED
I AM PREPARED TO INVEST THE NECESSARY FORCE TO DISTRUPT THE
OP
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- 3. 1 CO,N'SH)EI! TM,AT' A I"ftEEMl'TIVE OPERATION IN STRENSTH IN THE' SA ~)t41 
tJliA;M liHIC A.NEA IS F'£ASI~LE. I TlUNK, HOWIE'[~, nUT IT IS AN O'PERATI@I 
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE fASHION, IN VIEW Of THE 
REMOTENESS Of THE TARGET AREA AND 'CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS; 
THE UNcERTA INl. Y Of THE ENEMr S CAPABIl.ITY THERE; AND OF THE THI NNING 
OF MY FORCES THAT WIl.l.- BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE 
REQUIRES FOR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBIl.ITY OF' THE 
OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS. I HAVE 
CONSIDERED iHEVAR-IOUS OPERATIONAl. fACTORS ANO FORESEE NO INSURMOUNT-
U BtE PROBLEM. ' 
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFfICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE 
PLATEAU' FROfl'l-II- ClZ TO THE D-MZ, WHERE Wl!>OPERATE AS A'1fJATTER OF 
ROUTINE. 
B. Al.THOUGH THE WEATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS PREDICTED 
TO IMPEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A 
SERIOUS LIMITING FACTOR. 
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BE 
CHALLENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A 
DISQUALIFYING FACTOR. -
D. BECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER­
uTION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL 
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAt THE RECON REVEALED~ 
THE EFFORT WOULD CONCENTRATE ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES. 1 WOULD ALSO RELY 
WiAVIl Y ON THE DELTA FOiCIi: AND CCN PATROLS. WE WOtJLD REQrJIRE YOUR 
e.:t·llliJ.[.J1) ASSTANCE IN KEEPIMG DELTA FORCE WITH us. I CONSIDER TME 
l~a'lll FeliCE, A,~l\) P'RI(!)R,ITY eeM I"ATIHJL SllJPj!>omT A KEY ELEMENT IN TM1L ~a( I 
F:~jt~~l.llTY G)¥ TPfE CeJN'CS:PT. ' '7 --. - - .-
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3. I CONSIDER THAT A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN STRENGTH IN THE BA 614/
KHAM DUC AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATION
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE
REMOTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS;
THE UNCERTAINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; AND OF THE THINNING
OF MY FORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE
REQUIRES FOR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE
OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVE
CONSIDERED THE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AND FORESEE NO INSURMOUNT-
UBLE PROBLEM.
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE
PLATEAU FROM II CTZ TO THE DMZ, WHERE WE OPERATE AS A MATTER OF
ROUTINE.
B. ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS PREDICTED
TO IMPEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A
SERIOUS LIMITING FACTOR.
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BE
CHALLENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A
DISQUALIFYING FACTOR.
D. BECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER-
UTION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE RECON REVEALED.
THE EFFORT WOULD CONCENTRATE ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY
HEAVILY ON THE DELTA FORCE AND CCN PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOUR
CONTINUED ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELIA FORCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THE
DELTA FORCE AND PRIORITY CCN PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELEMENT IN THE

14121FEASIBILITY OF THE CONCEPT.
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"E. FlU)," Tl~nl: STAI'Ii)J!>0Ilr @)fi" TRl~·tlJD AfAILABIlITY. I E.STIM~TE TMT 
" TPflS eJ!>ERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM. 

AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE 
HAS PROGRESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAlSAL OF 
T HE ACTUAL SITUATION." CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN 
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND 
THE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE NORTH, THE ONLY COMMAND 
WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORCES IS 
THE J01ST. WHILE IT, TOO, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING 
OPERATIONS, I cONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE 
AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE> 101 ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A 
SECOND BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I 
BELIEVE, OVER-SXTEND III MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, COMBINED 
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR l~lST 
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III 
MAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OF 
MY PRESENT FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN 
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE 
A SSIGNEPIT N OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE. 

DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS 
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E. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF TROOP AVAILABILITY, I ESTIMATE THAT
THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE
HAS PROGRESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OF
THE ACTUAL SITUATION. CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND
THE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE NORTH, THE ONLY COMMAND
WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORCES IS
THE 101ST. WHILE IT, TOO, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE
AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A
SECOND BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I

BELIEVE, OVER-SXTEND III MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, COMBINED
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III
MAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OF
MY PRESENT FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE
ASSIGNEMIN OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE.

DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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FOR MG GETTYS FROM LTG NICKERSON 
o 042339Z 
FM CG III MAF 
TO COMUSMACV 

.... ZEM 
TOP SEC RET EYES ONLY F'INAL SECTION OF TWO 
F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE 
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND 
CONT IHuE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVEL Y GREATER SHARE OF . 
T HE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LTGEN 
LAM, TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE BATTALION TO THE OPERATION, 
HOPEFULLY MORE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT, 
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGOIATEWITH LTGEN LAM AT A LATER 
DATE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS 
ELSEWHERE IN' IeTZ AS FOR'CES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM Due AREA. 
4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM 
DUC AREA, THE PACE, SCOPE AND ORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR COMBAT 
EFFORT WOULD DEPEND ON· OUR INITIAL CONCERTED RECONNAISSANCE PHASE. 
FOR THIS. REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN 
THE TIMING. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH 
FROM CASS PARK TO INIrIAtE lHEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA ON J 
MAY. THE FACILITIES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANAL YZED 
IN DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHIGH WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR COLOCATION OF 
BOTH THE DELtA FORCES AND CGN MOBILE LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE 
RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER 
OR NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERA-lION, I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING 
PERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON 
EFFORT DEVELOPEP HARD AND EXPLOITABLE IrHELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JuNE 
I WOULD INIT lATE A 3 BATTALI ON ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY 
AND SERVIcE SUPPORT ELEi'iENIS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC BASE AREA TO 
ESTABLISH AN FOB AND CONDUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE 
VICINITY. I ANTICIPATE IHAI ABOUl 1\110 WEEKS 
WOULD BE REQUIRED 10 MAKE KHAM DUC A FUNCTIONS FOB CAPABLE OF suP. 
PORTING A TOTAL OF 6 INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTAI,.IONS, AND 
A PPROpRIATE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN INTRODUCE THE 
ADDITONAL cOMBAT ELEMENTS OF ANOTHER BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER­
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 50 DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPME'NT OF 
THE SITUJiT-I1)W. WE COULD CONCLcUDE THE OPERAT ION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT 
1 WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM 
KHAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAl ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE WEST. 
CONCtJR,RENTUl.Y, I WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED 

·'frll'~ •... ~. 1M 112 F~OM THE EAST WITH AT LEA.ST eN. &: IRE. fUMEDT. TfllSt; /U ~.) 
Pi,,: ., t',. 'fJ£~iATI@N WOf!fLD CONCL.IWE IN IID-SgPTS:MNI.. If ~f 
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0 1015402 ZYK
FM CG III MAF
TO SSO AMERICAL DIVISION
FOR MG GETTYS FROM LTG NICKERSON
0 042339Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
OPSECRET EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO

F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND
CONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LIGEN
LAM TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE BATTALION TO THE OPERATION,
HOPEFULLY MORE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT,
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGOTATE WITH LIGEN LAM AT A LATER
DATE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS
ELSEWHERE IN ICTZ AS FORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA.
4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM
DUC AREA, THE PACE, SCOPE AND ORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR COMBAT
EFFORT WOULD DEPEND ON OUR INITIAL CONCERTED RECONNAISSANCE PHASE.
FOR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELIA FORCES IS A KEY IN
THE TIMING. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH
FROM CASS PARK TO INITIATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA ON 1

MAY. THE FACILITIES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED
IN DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR COLOCATION OF
BOTH THE DELTA FORCES AND CCN MOBILE LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE
RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER
OR NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERATION, I WOULD JUD GE A 30 DAY OPERATING
PERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON
EFFORT DEVELOPED HARD AND EXPLOITABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC BASE AREA TO
ESTABLISH AN FOB AND CONDUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY. I ANTICIPATE THAI ABOUT 1WO WEEKS
WOULD BE REQUIRED 10 MAKE KHAM DUC A FUNCTIONS FOB CAPABLE OF SUP-
PORTING A TOTAL OF 6 INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTALIONS, AND
APPROPRIATE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN INTRODUCE THE
ADDITONAL COMBAT ELEMENTS OF ANOTHER BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER-
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE SITUATION. WE COULD CONCLUDE THE OPERATION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT
I WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM
KHAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAI ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE WEST.
CONCURRENTLY, I WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED
ATTACK ON BA 112 FROM THE EAST WITH AT LEAST ONE REGIMENT. THIS

14 ty)THE OPERATION WOULD CONCLUDE IN MID-SEPTEMBER.PHASE
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~ Iff Sm..,fitARY, I CONSIDER A PREEMPTIVE Of'E,RATION 1N THE BA 
614/ KPIAM J!)UC A·REABOTH DESIIUBLE AMD F'EASI5tE, AS$;I1MI filQ DElTA 
FORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCM SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN 
ADDITIONALBRISADE WItH ItS NORMAL SUPPORt. WITH NO RADICAL 
SHIFt IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIAtE THE 
OpERATION ON 1 MAY. I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL 
WItH CHARLIE GETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PROPOSED CONCEPt AND OPERAtION' 
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE tENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD· 
BE PLEASED to DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A 
BRIEFING At A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE. 
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5. IN SUMMARY, I CONSIDER A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN THE BA
614/KHAM DUC AREA BOTH DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLE, ASSUMING DELTA
FORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN
ADDITIONAL BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL
SHIFT IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE
OPERATION ON 1 MAY. I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL
WITH CHARLIE GETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PROPOSED CONCEPT AND OPERATION
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD
BE PLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A
BRIEFING AT A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE.

DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
GP71
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SOCRET

OITSZYUN RHMMAFA1485 1001524-SSSS- -RUNHFMA.
ZNY SSSSS
0 1015242 APR 69
FM CG 111 MAF
TO RUNNFMA/CG FMFPAC

SECTION ONE OF TWO SECTIONSBT
S E T/SPFCAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: VISIT BY SENATOR TOWER TO III MAF
So SENATOR TOWER VISITED III MAF ARRIVING AT 0840H ON 9 APRIL AND
DEPARTING AT 0800H ON 10 APRIL. ACCOMPANYING SENATOR TOWER WAS MR.
CHARLES B. KER BOW , CHIEF CLERK, SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE,
AND COLONEL JOHN O. MCFALLS, JR. USAF, AIR FORCE LEGISLATIVE
LIAISON OFFICE. SENAT OR TOWER VISITED OR TOURED THE FOLLOWING

A. 366TH IACTICAL FIGHTER WING
B. STATIC DISPLAY PROVIDED BY CG 1ST MAW AND CG IST MARDIV
Co III MAF STAFF FOR BRIEFING
Do XXIV CORPS WHICH INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:

(ID OVERFLY OF GIA DINH. CAM VAO AND DMZ.
(2) LANDED VANDERGRIFT COMBAT BASE, CG 3D MARDIV BRIEFED.
(3) OVERFLEW PURPLE KARTIN AO (FSB GREEN), SANH, SPARK,

WHISMAN, UPPER DA KRONG AND BA LONG VALLEY.
20 DINNER WAS HOSTED BY ME AT MY QUARTERS AND WAS ATTENDED BY

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1415 SECRET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
GENERAL LAM AMONG OTHERS.
3. SENATOR TOWER WAS QUITE INTERESTED IN ALL THAT HE SAW AND
WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE IN MILITARY AFFAIRS. HE WAS
INTERESTED IN DOING WHAT HE COULD-TO HELP THE FIGHTING FORCES IN
VIETNAM AND I BELIEVE HIS VISIT WAS MOST BENEFICIAL.
4. SENATOR TOWER COMMENTED ON SEVERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST DURING
HIS VISIT AND THEY INCLUDED SUCH ITEMS AS THE FOLLOWING:

A. WHY ARE NO MARINES ASSIGNED TO IV CORPS IN THE DELTA?
HE SAID HE HAD NOT RECEIVED A GOOD ANSWER ON THIS POINT ON ANY OF
HIS FIVE TRIPS TO VIETNAM. APPARENTLY HE CONSIDERS THAT THE
DELIA IS A NORMAL OPERATING ENVIRONMENT FOR MARINES.

B. WHAT DO WE NEED IN HELICOPTERS? BY THIS HE WAS REFERRING
TO THE TYPE OF HELICOPTERS REQUIRED TO PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONS
SUCH AS UT ILITY, MEDEVAC, ETC. HE WAS TOLD THAT WE HAD A RE-
QUIREMENT FOR MORE LIGHT HELOS, COMMAND AND CONTROL HELOS, AND
THAT A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT EXISTED FOR A HEAVY LIFT HELO
(CH548 OR CH47C). HE WAS ALSO TOLD THAT THE HELOS SHOULD BE
CONFIGURED FOR INSTRUMENT FLIGHT AND CREWS TRAINED FOR INSTRUMENT
CONDITIONS. THE NEED FOR A TERMINAL GUIDANCE SYSTEM WAS ALSO
EMPHASIZED.

PAGE / OF 4 PAGES IN3S N338 S H

SECRET/ COPIESCOPY OF111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68)

#32

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~RET • • 
PAGE tHREE IHI(liMAfs'.tU~15 SEC R [,1 SPEC~l !'1C'EO EXtlU5.HJI[ l?OR 

Co tME W~R Ul ! CORPS ~IAS IIHSCUSS£D ~lJrnl GENERAL 1.Al'1o tH~D 
6lllS0 tME: POSSlBKL.rr Y or ttVEWTUAL tH1HDRAb!All.. Of US 1i'ROO~So 
GE~~Rt\L LAM st At~D \l QUO'A\,! g IlJ¥t IU10W itOU AMj£fUCAIMS A~E PD..6U1NU1G 
0\\1 iH'ifHDRA(1tlll Or YOUR fOR CES!, aut' DllHJOT: 'fAltA{ABOm It 0 U' rou 
SAY YOUPlRE GOING to WX1'HJ)RAt~ YOUR TR~PS Hll A YEAR o tHEN THE 
NVA KWObJ tHEY ONL, Y HAVE 'ir 0 MOLD Out fOR nJO f!lOOE YEARS"" ... AND. 
tHEY ~J.U .. Lo SOo IF YOU ARE PlANtUNG 0[1} WXtHDfH~HU1G YOUR fORCES, 
GO MntAD AWD DO n 9 Bur 001\1°1' 1AL~ ABOUl Xl ~ If YOU 1Al,l{g 
QUOtE Tlll!{ stRON~ Ut\lQUO!i!e (BY QUotE tALK.HJG STRONG UNQUO'ifEl) 
LAM ME&NY THAt WE AMNOUNC~ ~E ARE SlAYING UNtIL All WVA LEAV~o' 
GENERAL lAM ALSO SAXD HE COULD HANDLE THE NVA !f HE MAD AN 
EQUAL NUMBER OF R~G!MENTSo HE SAID l'HE:)JVA HAD 22 REGXMENTS ~N 
.[ CORPS AND HE HAD lltZlQ HE SiATED THAT ~E ASKED PRESIDENT 
TMXEU TO GO 10 FULL NOBIlXlAT ION AND 'G1VE HXftl ~ID MORE 
R!HUMt!£>lTS tHAt HE COUlD HiHlDLt tH~ PROBLEM Q SENAtOR tOWER 
REASSURED GENERAl tAM THAT THE US (PRESJtDEN'Ii NIXON) ·~JOULIi) Not 
wE'i'MDRAt4 us TROOPS UNT XL 0) ~ THE NVALEF1 9 ~.2~ \} THE 1EFHU101U/U. 
SOVERE:XGN1"f OF' SVN WAS ASSURED .. lA~1 SAID TNAT II" THE tJVA L'€:FT t> 

NO PROa.Er~9 HE LAMp COULD HANDL.E THE .\le XN lHREE [~ONtHSQ 
D Q GENERAL LA~1 GAVE S£NAIOR rOVIE;R QUIIE A LECTUlU': oro 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA1415 S E C R ET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
Co THE WAR IN I CORPS WAS DISCUSSED WITH GENERAL LAM, AND

ALSO THE POSSIBILITY OF EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL OF US TROOPS.
GENERAL LAM STATED, QUOTE: WE KNOW YOU AMERICANS ARE PLANNING
ON WITHDRAWAL OF YOUR FORCES, BUT DON'T TALK ABOUT IT. IF YOU
SAY YOU ARE GOING TO WITHDRAW YOUR TROOPS IN A YEAR , THEN THE
NVA K NOW THEY ONLY HAVE TO HOLD OUT FOR TWO MORE YEARS--AN
THEY WILL. so, IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON WITHDRAWING YOUR FORCES,
GO AHEAD AND DO II, BUT DON'T TALK ABOUT IT IF YOU TALK,
QUOTE TALK STRONG UNQUOTE. (BY QUOTE TALKING STRONG UNQUOTE,
LAM MEANT THAT WE ANNOUNCE WE ARE STAYING UNTIL ALL NVA LEAVE.)
GENERAL LAM ALSO SAID HE COULD HANDLE THE NVA IF HE HAD AN
EQUAL NUMBER OF REGIMENTS. HE SAID THE NVA HAD 22 REGIMENTS IN
I CORPS AND HE HAD 10. HE STATED THAT HE ASKED PRESIDENT
THIEU TO GO TO FULL MOBILIZATION AND GIVE HIM 10 MORE
REGIMENTS THAT HE COULD HANDLE THE PROBLEM. SENATOR TOWER
REASSURED GENERAL LAM THAT THE US (PRESIDENT NIXON) WOULD NOT
WITHDRAW US TR00PS UNTIL (1) . THE NVA LEFT, (2), THE TERRITORIAL
SOVEREIGNTY OF SVN WAS ASSURED. LAM SAID THAT IF THE NVA LEFT,
NO PROBLEM, HE LAM, COULD HANDLE THE VC IN THREE MONTHS.

D. GENERAL LAM GAVE SENAT OR TOWER QUITE A LECTURE ON

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA1415 E C R Er SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
MARINES RELATING TO PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM. HE USED CAP AS AN
EXAMPLE OF HOW IT SHOULD BE DONE.

E. DURING THE DAY, SENATOR TOWER ASKED QUOTE: WHAT WAS THE
REASON FOR KHE SANH? WAS IT DESIGNED TO ANCHOR THE TRACE UNQUOTE?
I REFERRED HIM TO GENERAL WALT AND SUGGESTED THAT HE CONTACT
HIM WHEN HE GET S BACK TO WASHINGTON,
50 AFTER DINNER , GENERAL LAM WAS PREPARING TO LEAVE AND SENATOR
TOWER ASKED TO SPEAK TO HIM PRIVATELY. THE CONVERSATION WAS
QUITE ANIMATED ALTHOUGH I WAS NOT PRESENT. AFTER GENERAL LAM
LEFT, THE SENATOR STATED TO ME THAT HE TALKED TO GENERAL LAM
ABOUT THE ROKS AND THAT HE TOLD GENERAL LAM THAT A HIGH ROK
OFFICIAL HAD MADE THE STATEMENT THAT IF AN AMERICAN DIVISION
WERE WITHDRAWN FROM VIETNAM HE WOULD. OFFER TWO ROK DIVISIONS
TO COMPENSATE. SENATOR TOWER ASKED GENERAL LAM IF THE GVN WOULD
ACCEPT MORE ROKS AND WHERE WOULD HE (LAM) LOCATE THE ADDITIONAL
ROK FORCES IF THEY WERE PROVIDED TO HIM. GENERAL LAM'S ANSWER
WAS QUOTE: YES, THE GVN WOULD ACCEPT AND THE FORCES SHOULD BE
LOCATED IN THE HILLS UNQUOTE. MY CHIEF OF STAFF ESCORTED GENERAL
LAM TO THE BOAT DOCKS AS HE DEPARTED AND GENERAL LAM STATED THAT
SENATOR TOWER HAD ASKED ABOUT THE ROKS GENERAL LAM STATED THAT

HAS BEEN SENT
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PAGE fIVE IU(~fljAI'A 14 &5 S n: eRE 1 SP[CAl'· MCEO EXCbUSltVE FOR 
HE Tm..o tHE S~NP.1OR 1MA1 He: RECOG{\J!ZED THAT. nm: rums Wl!R1! 
THEMSELVES BfHJ'iJ'Als> BUT 'ii·MAT 1HEY ~JERE GOOD F'XGM1ERSo HE Clr'fIS:O A 
COUPLE OF HlS!tH~C~S WHEREIN 1\'JO V!IL,LAGES WERE DESTROYED SOf>lEi!ME 
AGO BY tHE R m{Sg BUI HE HASlENED 10 ADD tHAT THE DEStRUCt lOW 
WAS' IN CO~H3Ecr ION t<1X1M !!:WF:MY OPERAtU)NSo '1 THU1~{ tHE C(HWERSATION 
BE".HI1EEN 'fOWE~ AND LAM MIGHT BE SUMMED .flP AS\? YE:S 9 1MI'! VXI'!'li'N4hMESE 
wOULD ACCEPt 1Ml!: 'ii'~JO DK'VIS!ONS iF OF'fE~.t;:D AND THE VJrE'HJAMESE 
wOULD DESX~E TO PUT THEM IN LESS POPULATED AREASo liN NV VKEW c A 
LOCi.\! XOtIJ XN THE \IX CUIlTY Of THE DMZ WOULD OfVf':R THREE,· 
ADVANtAGESQ (.'0 IT WOULD PUT APPROPRXATE TROOP DENS!t¥ EN THE 
MH!:All (2) l!.t WOm.,D lOCA1E THE ROJ(S GlENERAtl V UJ UNPOf'Ul.PJ'jj'ED . 
-AREAS 0 AWD (3) 9 JL'li' ~10UlD PROVIDE AN XM1EfHJA'f xmJAt FLAVOR to THE 
POL 1t ex NG 0 F tHE J}[ilZ!) 
60 ON TME I'OLtOlUJJG flWRNXNG o SENAtOR l~~E:R ~lEl tH'll'H tHE fORCE 
SURGEON AND THE rORC~ CHAPLAIN AND H!~ASSISIAwro HE S~!D ME: 
DESIRED 10 tAlK 110 THE Ot'P'lltI!RS WHO y':Jm·l{~Da.OSEL'\f ~1l1H fE©1J1ILEo 
ltN H!S1 D ISCUSSXON 1'3 X1H TNE DOcto,l{ HE ASK'f.D SEVERAL QUEST HHlS . 
ABOut MOR~E 0 A Nk'> ~lAS 'if lOLl) ABOUT tHE f.JiARS S'If$tEM AND lHE::RA1P.KD 
REspm~SE TO EMERGENCY lEAVE ~s BEING 'S!GroXiiXCA~l JiitJ,cnmso-

;' Ao THE SENAtOR ASKED ABOUl MEDICAL SUPPll..H:S AND PER5()tilNEL 

"\t5J.' - . . . 
PAGE SKX RHf"'lMAfA R4 U 5 S E: eRE '[ SPF.CA·i ooc~o EXCLUSIVE FOR 
AND ~8AS 'K(}lD THAT i1JE ARE PROUD OF' OUR EXISTING-SYS1Efi1 g tHAT OllR 
BUREAU ~JAS f4JOSI RESPONS!VE 10 REQUESTS fOR SfEClti'\[" EQUIPMEN'Jl' 
AND tHAT WE ~RE IN B~tlER SMAPE N~J WE HAD EVER B~ENo 

Bo HE COMi'JENt€D O~} rHE tOtI] MORTAlIty RATIH n PERCENiO AND tHE 
DOCTOR SAKD tHAT WHILE THIS MIGHT Bl! ,TRUE COUNYRYcWJtD€o OUR ~ 
FIGURES HERE WERE HIGHER 0 THE DOCTOR POINYl!D OiJ'i' tHAT 1MI'!: MEt€) 
EVAC BR GUGM! ~lEI\l 10 THE HOSP!1ALS 51 ~ AL!Vlf: SlIf SO GRAVEL'1f 
INJURED tHA1 THEY COULD [1301 RECOVER 0 • ::. . 

Co tHE SURGEON SfRESS€DOUR READY .ACCESS XN EMERGEWCXES 
to MEDICAL Ji"I\Cll11 ms OF THE Oii'HER SERVICESo 

Do TH~ DISCUSSION LAYER Gal 10 NEGROES AWD WAS QUITE 
E){1'E'~SIVE Q 'ii HE SURGEON SAID lHAT A BEARDED NEGRO DXD NO! 
~lECESSAfUl Y UlDICA1E A NON"'CONFOFU'HSt OR MILXTIUIT g THf.\l tHEm 
TENDM~CY TO GET INGROWN MAIRS CAUSED .A REAL PR08LEN AND IHAt 
THERE WIRE VAlXDMEDICAl REASONS FOR !~SUXNG NOWoSMAVING CMllSo 

Eo 'i'HE SENATOR HAD BEEN JI~lPIU':SSED'~w~ri'M CAP MED;"CAPPUJG 
ON A PREVIOUS VISIt AND ASlom IF nus WAS" STIll fA BllG EffORT c 
HE WAS 10l.D tHAT Ii WAS I\) ,. 

Fo tMER€ ~AS A GENERAL DISCUSSION'OF MORALE AND THE GENERAL 
SEtI\SE OF' nut TALK tplAS tHAT MORALE 'WAS HIGH. All ONE POXN!' g lACI( 
GP",,4 
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA 1415 S Eas C R E I SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
HE TOLD THE SENATOR THAT HE RECOGNIZED THAT. THE ROKS WERE
THEMSELVES BRUTAL, BUT THAT THEY WERE GOOD FIGHTERS. HE CITED A
COUPLE OF INSTANCES WHEREIN TWO VILLAGES WERE DESTROYED SOMETIME
AGO BY THE ROKS, BUT HE HASTENED TO ADD THAT THE DESTRUCTION
WAS IN CONNECTION WITH ENEMY OPERATIONS. I THINK THE CONVERSATION
BETWEEN TOWER AND LAM MIGHT BE SUMMED UP AS: YES, THE VIETNAMESE
WOULD ACCEPT THE TWO DIVISIONS IF OFFERED AND THE VIETNAMESE
WOULD DESIRE TO PUT THEM IN LESS POPULATED AREAS. IN MY VIEW, A
LOCATION IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ WOULD OFFER THREE
ADVANTAGES. (1) D IT WOULD PUT APPROPRIATE TROOP DENSITY IN THE
AREA, (2) IT WOULD LOCATE THE ROKS GENERALLY IN UNPOPULATED
AREAS , AND (3), IT WOULD PROVIDE AN INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR TO THE
POLICING OF THE DMZ.
60 ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING, SENATOR LOWER MET WITH THE FORCE
SURGEON AND THE FORCE CHAPLAIN AND HIS/ASSISTANT. HE SAID HE
DESIRED TO TALK TO THE OFFICERS WHO WORKED CLOSELY WITH PEOPLE.
IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH THE DOCTOR HE ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS
ABOUT MORALE, AND WAS TOLD ABOUT THE MARS SYSTEM AND THE RAPID
RESPONSE TO EMERGENCY LEAVE AS BEING SIGNIFICANT FACTORS.

Ao THE SENATOR ASKED ABOUT MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND PERSONNEL

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA1415 E C R II SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
AND WAS TOLD THAT WE ARE PROUD OF OUR EXISTING SYSTEM, THAT OUR
BUREAU WAS MOST RESPONSIVE TO REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL EQUIPMENT
AND THAT WE ARE IN BETTER SHAPE NOW WE HAD EVER BEEN.

B. HE COMMENTED ON THE LOW MORTALITY RATE(1 PERCENT) AND THE
DOCTOR SAID THAT WHILE THIS MIGHT BE TRUE COUNTRY-WIDE, OUR
FIGURES HERE WERE HIGHER THE DOCTOR POINTED OUT THAT THE HELO
EVAC BROUGHT MEN TO THE HOSPITALS STILL ALIVE BUT so GRAVELY
INJURED THAT THEY COULD NOT RECOVER

C. THE SURGEON STRESSED OUR READY ACCESS IN ENERGENCIES
TO MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE OTHER SERVICES.

D. THE DISCUSSION LATER GOT TO NEGROES AND WAS QUITE
EXTENSIVE. THE SURGEON SAID THAT A BEARDED NEGRO DID NOT
NECESSARILY INDICATE A NON-CONFORMIST OR MILITANT: THAT THEIR
TENDANCY TO GET INGROWN HAIRS CAUSED A REAL PROBLEM AND THAT
THERE WERE VALID MEDICAL REASONS FOR ISSUING NON-SHAVING CHITS.

E. THE SENATOR HAD BEEN IMPRESSED WITH CAP MED-CAPPING
ON A PREVIOUS VISIT AND ASKED IF THIS WAS STILL A BIG EFFORT.
HE WAS TOLD THAT IT WAS.

F. THERE WAS A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF MORALE AND THE GENERAL
SENSE OF THE TALK WAS THAT MORALE WAS HIGH. AT ONE POINT, LACK
GP-4
BT
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FINAL SECTION OF TWO SECTIONSBT
SECRET / SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR LI GEN BUSE FROM LIGEN HICKERSON
OF LIBERTY IN THE CITIES AND VILLAGES CAME UP : THE DOCTOR
ATTRIBUTED OUR LOW VD RATE TO THIS. BOTH CHAPLAIN RADCLIFFE
AND CHAPLAIN JOSEPH WERE PRESENT DURING THIS DISCUSSION.
SUBJECTS WHICH WERE EMPHASIZED BY THE CHAPLAINS WERE:

(1) THE HIGH MORALE OF MARINES AND THE REASONS THEREFORE.
(2) THE CHAPLAINS ROLE AND THE RESPONSE TO HIS RELIGIOUS

PROGRAM.
(3) THE CHAPLAINS POSITIVE ALTHOUGH UNCOERCED RESPONSE

TO OUR GOVERNMENT'S VIETNAMESE POLICY.
(4) RACE PROBLEMS.
(5) REACTION OF TROOPS TO DISSENSION AND UNREST AT

HOME AND TO CRITICISM OF OUR INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM.
ALL SUBJECTS WERE DISCUSSED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO REFLECT

CREDIT ON THE MARINE IN GENERAL AND THE MARINE CORPS IN
PARTICULAR. SENAT ON TOWER IDENTIFIED HIS CONCURRENCE WITH

1.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1423 SECRET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
THE OPINIONS OF THE CHAPLAINS AND DOCTOR AND SUPPORTED THAT
CONCURRENCE WITH REFERENCE TO PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS MADE DURING
THIS AND FOUR PREVIOUS VISITS TO VIETNAM. HE LATER SAID THAT
THIS LAST DISCUSSION WAS ONE OF THE MOST BENEFICIAL HE HAS
HAD ON HIS TRIP
7. AT ONE TIME, MR. KERBOW INDICATED'TO ME THAT HE MIGHT
BE THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY FOR MANPOWER AND
RESERVE.
8. ALL IN ALL. I WOULD SAY THAT THE VISIT OF SENATOR TOWER
WAS QUITE BENEFICIAL I AM SURE THAT SENATOR TOWER LEFT HAPPY
WITH I CORPS AND THAT WE WILL USE HIS INFLUENCE 10 ASSIST ALL
THE FORCES IN VIETNAM.
90 MOST OF THE ABOVE HAS BEEN PASSED TO COMUSMACV
GP- 4
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SUB J~ VIsiT BY SENATOR tOWER TO I II MAt. - . 
n 0 SE~J Aion 'lOWER VISITED r II MAp ARR-IV1i\.IG AT 084~H 0\'3 9 PiPRXl tnm 
DEPAR'i'HJG AT 08C1l0H O~ 1(11 APRIL () ACCO MPJ\WYING SENATOR 1m'fER ~l7jrs I'f!R 0 

CHARLES·B e KERBO\v, CHiEF CLERI{() SENA1'E -AIH1ED SERVICES COMffllT'fEE g . 

AND COLONEL JOHN 0 <\ MCFALt's!jI JR Oil USAF·!)- AIR 1"OnCE lLElHSlAiXVE 
lXtHSOIll OFFICE 0 SENATOR lOWER VISITED· OR TOURED THE F'OU ... OtUNGg 

Ao 3661M TACTICAL fIGHTER ~1~G : . 
So SlATIC ')XSP1.AY PROVIDED BY CG iST'- -MM~ A\1Yl) eG 1ST !'A~RnlV 
Co xn MAr STAFF FOR BRIEFING ~~" _: . 
Do XXXV CORPS WHICH INCLUDED THE FO~LOWING~ 

Clt) OVERFLY OF' GIA DINl.J p CAM VA0 9 :'ANl) DMZ 9 

{2) LANnE!) VANDERGRIFT COMBfH BASE9~ CG 50 NARDIV BRJLEF'~O 0 

(~n OVERFlE1J9 PURPLE MAR'fl~ AO (F~~GREEI\n9 1\~E S~fI!'/.i9 SP4Ri\\) 
lmlSlV!AN j) UPPER DI\ KRONG AND SA LONG VA1.J .. F;Y I) . . 

2g DUHJER WAS HOSTED BY rifE AT MY QUAR'irERS --!tND tMS AT1E~rH:!) BY 

~~ ·t .' 
'''. ' . .. I: : 

PAGE TWO RHMMAFAi4i~ SEC RET SPEcAl MeEO [xetUsxva ·FOR 
GlNERl"lt tAM AMONG· OTHERS '4 -

So SENATOR TO\vER 1.~AS QUITE INTEREStE_D iii) All tHAT HE SAtJ Afl3D 
WAS OBVIOUSLY -VERY KNtH3LEDGEABlE IN -MILITARY A!'f"fHRS <t ME '~AS 
INTERESTED IN DOING \~HAT. HE COULD TO- HELP :THE r!GHtIWG FORCES iN 
VIETrJAM AND l BELIEVE HIS VISIT '~AS -NITS! BENEFICIAL @ 

. 40 SENATOR TOWER COMMENTED ON SEVE-RAt .ITEMS OF 8UrfERlrST DURING 
HIS VISI1ANO THEY INCLUDED SUCH nE~lS- AS TH.E fl'oU .. ov.nroG~ 

A 0 \~HY ARE NO r~MH NES ASS! GWED TO· .1 V COR?,S I N THE DE1:fA" 
HE SAlD HE Hf.iD NOT· RECEIVED A GOOD i\.wS1!IER ON nns PO INT ON ANY OF 
HIS FIVE TRIPS TO VIEn~Af"e APPARENTLY "liE CONsmERS THAT THE 
DELTA IS A NOR["l/U. OPERA1HlG ENVIRDNMEN-¥ FOR MARHJES Q . 

B" t1HA! DO" \~E NEED IN HELICOPTERS?· BY -11i IS HE WftS REFERRIOOG 
TO THE TYPE OF HElXCOPTERS REQU!RED-TO. PERFortf'lVARIOUS FUNCTIONS 
SUCH AS UTIlX1V (I ~1EDEVAC iI ETC ~ HE tMS tOiD THAT \I1e HAO A Rt.,. 
QUIREf4ENT FOR r~ORE LIGHT MELOS\) CO MM'A~ .Ai~D co NiROL YiELDS ~ AND 
THAT A DEFINITE. RE~UIRC:MENT EXISTED l"O'R A HEAVY tIFT t-l'ELO 
(CH54BOR CH41C) lI HE ViAS ALSO TotO THAI THE HELOS SHOULO BE 
CONFIGURED FOR INS1RurIJErn FL!GHt AI\IO CREWS TRAINED FOR INS1RtHifEN1 
CONIH'fiONS G THE NEED FOR" TERflJINAL ·GUIDANCE SYS1'f!M WAS M .. SO . 
EMPHASYZEO ~ 
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SUB J: VISIT BY SENATOR TOWER TO III MAF

1. SENATOR TOWER VISITED III MAF ARRIVING AT 0840H ON 9 APRIL AND
DEPARTING AT 0870H ON 10 APRIL. ACCOMPANYING SENATOR TOWER WAS MR o

CHARLES B. KERBOW. CHIEF CLERK, SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE
AND COLONEL JOHN O MCFALLS, JR og USAF, AIR FORCE LEGISLATIVE
LIAISON OFFICE. SENATOR TOWER VISITED OR TOURED THE FOLLOWING:

A. 366TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING
B. STATIC DISPLAY PROVIDED BY CG 1ST MAW AND CG IST MARDIV
C. III MAF STAFF FOR BRIEFING
D. XXIV CORPS WHICH INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:

(1) OVERFLY OF GIA DINY, CAM VAU , AND DMZ.
(2) LANDED VANDERGRIFT COMBAT BASE, CG 3D MARDIV BRIEFED.
(3) OVERFLEW PURPLE MARTIN AO (FSB GREEN), SANH, SPARK,

WHISMAN, UPPER DA KRONG AND BA LONG VALLEY.
2. DINNER WAS HOSTED BY ME AT MY QUARTERS AND WAS ATTENDED BY

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1415 SECRET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
GENERAL LAM AMONG OTHERS.
3. SENATOR TOWER WAS QUITE INTERESTED IN ALL THAT HE SAW AND
WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE IN MILITARY AFFAIRS. HE WAS
INTERESTED IN DOING WHAT HE COULD TO HELP THE FIGHTING FORCES IN
VIETNAM AND I BELIEVE HIS VISIT WAS MOST BENEFICIAL.
4. SENATOR TOWER COMMENTED ON SEVERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST DURING
HIS VISIT AND THEY INCLUDED SUCH ITEMS AS THE FOLLOWING:

A. WHY ARE NO MARINES ASSIGNED TO IV CORPS IN THE DELTA
HE SAID HAD NOT RECEIVED A GOOD ANSWER ON THIS POINT ON ANY OF
HIS FIVE TRIPS TO VIETNAM. APPARENTLY HE CONSIDERS THAT THE
DELTA IS A NORMAL OPERATING ENVIRONMENT FOR MARINES.

B. WHAT DO WE NEED IN HELICOPTERS? BY THIS HE WAS REFERRING
THE TYPE OF MELICOPTERS REQUIRED TO. PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONSTO

SUCH AS UTILITY, MEDEVAC, ETC. HE WAS TOLD THAT WE HAD A RE-
QUIREMENT FOR MORE LIGHT HELOS, COMMAND AND CONTROL HELOS, AND
THAT A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT EXISTED FOR A HEAVY LIFT HELO
(CH54B OR CH47C) WAS ALSO TOLD THAT THE MELOS SHOULD BE
CONFIGURED FOR INSTRUMENT FLIGHT AND CREWS TRAINED FOR INSTRUMENT
CONDITIONS. THE NEED FOR A TERMINAL GUIDANCE SYSTEM WAS ALSO
EMPHASIZED.
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PAGE THREE RMft1MAJl'A14~5 SEC R E T'SP£~A'r MOEO EXetUS.IVEFOR 
C 4} THE \MR 1M I CORPS \iAS fHSCUSSEfl WITH G£N£RAt. LAf'i1\) AlIlD 

ALSO THE POSSI81LITY OF EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL OF US JROOPS o 
GE~ERAt tAM STATEDf) QUOTE g \~[ KNOl.tl YQU .. ·A~ERICANS ARE: 'PlANiIlING 
ON WITHDRI\\<$At OF' YOUR FORCES!) Bur DON.G·T ·TALl< ABOUT I'Jf 0 IF YOU 
SAY YOU ARE Gonu; TO liITHDRAW YOUR tROOPS IN A YEAR 0 TMEN 1Hr 
(~VA KNOW THEY ONLY HAVE 10 HotD OUT FoR r'~o (lURE YEARS ..... i\WD 
TH£Y WYi .. l Q SO p iF YOU f\RE PLAi'fN HH~ O.il! MIIHDRAWI NG YOUR FORCI!S 1) 

GO AHEAD AND DO IT, BUT DONQT TALK ABO~l 110 IF YOU TAtK9 
QUOiE TALK SiROl\1G UNQUOTE 8 (BY QUOTE" 'lrj\lt<IWG sn~ON~ UNQUOTE,. 
tAM MEANT THAT \PIE IU~NOUNCE \~E ARE Sl/W,ING UNYH. ALL P~VA lEAVE 0) 
GENERAL lM'I ALSO SAID HE COULD HANDLE .. THE NVA IF HE HAD AN 
EQUAL NUMBER OF REG1MEwTS G HE SAI0 THE NVA MAD 22 REGIMENtS IN 
I CORPS AND "E HAD 100 HE SlATED THAT HE ASKED ?RESIDENt . 
l'MIEU 10 GO to FULL MOBILIZAtION AI\lO'GlVE aIM 10 j I"DRf·· 
REtHMIWTS THAT HE COULD HANDLE IHE' p.flOBlEl"i 0 SENAtOR 'TO\'JER 
REASSURED GENERAL lAM THAT tHE us (PRID.'SroEftJ1 NIxotin \mUlD· Not 

tHTH9'RA\" us TROOPS mIl U. (R) 9 THE NVA·"tEJi'l1) (2) ~ 'fHEYERRITOR H%L 
SOVEREX GN'fY OF SUN toJAS ASSURED II LApi ·S/UD THAI IF THE NVA LEFt \) 
NO PROBLEMs HE lAw" COUtO HANDLE THE., VC IN THREE !'IONTHS (I 

, .. 
.. 1- ". 

PAGE FOURRMfflMAF A! 415 SEC RET sptCA T· I~EO EXCLUSIVE FO n 
5 Q AFTER DINNER!) GENERAL UHvl ~JAS PRt;LMUNG TO LEAVE AND SENAtOR 
10\~ER ASKED TO S'PEAl< 10 HIM PRIVATELY ~ .. ntE CONVERSATION '~AS 
QUITE: ANI MATEO ALTHOUGH I NAS NOT PRESENT 0 f.\Jo~!ER GEJ'1ERfH. tA.M 
lEFT I} THE SEN A'fOR STATED TO ME THAT HE -TALKED TO GENERAL tAtti 
ABOUl j'HE BOKS AWD THAT. HE TOLD GENERAl. U\"M 'fHAT A 1.UGH Rm~ 
OFFIe lAt. HAD MADE ·THE STATEMENT THAT' IF, erN' AMERICAN Dl VISI0 N 
WERE WITHDRAWN fRtHl VIETNArvl~ HE t"0tJL» OFJ"ER 11110 ROle DIVISIONS 
1'0 CO MPENS·Ar£ Q SENATOR TOWER ASKED ,GENERAL LAM IF Tl-{E GVN \~OUlD 
ACCEPT f'P.oRE ROKS' AND· WHERE WOULD HE {CAM) LOCATE T~EADl}lTI0NAl 
ROt{ FORCES XF THEY '~ERE PROVIDED 'ro ··HIM 0 GENERAL l4\Viog Af>lS~~ER 
i:lAS QUOTE~ YES!) THE GVN "mUlO ACCEPT AND THE FORCES SHOULD BE 
LOCATED H~ THE rUU.,S ON~UOTE Q MY CHI'EJ',.OF. STAFF ESCORTED· GENERAL 
LA[I'l TO YliE BOAT DOCKS AS HE DELARTED AND· GENERAL LAM S'f AT£O 'l'i-tAi 
SEN ATOft iON'ER HAD ASKED ABO UT THE FUj"l<S,~ ,."GENERAL lAM $iA1ED THAT 
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C. THE WAR IN I CORPS WAS DISCUSSED WITH GENERAL LAM. AND

ALSO THE POSSIBILITY OF EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL OF US TROOPS.

GENERAL LAM STATED, QUOTE: WE KNOW YOU AMERICANS ARE PLANNING
ON WITHDRAWAL OF YOUR FORCES , BUT DON ' I TALK ABOUT IT. IF YOU

SAY YOU ARE GOING TO WITHDRAW YOUR TROOPS IN A YEAR, THEN THE

NVA KNOW THEY ONLY HAVE TO HOLD OUT FOR TWO MORE YEARS A=AND

THEY WILL. so, IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON WITHDRAWING YOUR FORCES,
GO AHEAD AND DO IT, BUT DON °T TALK ABOUT IT. IF YOU TALK,
QUOTE TALK STRONG UNQUOTE. (BY QUOTE TALKING STRONG UNQUOTE,
LAM MEANT THAT WE ANNOUNCE WE ARE STAYING UNTIL ALL NVA LEAVE.)

GENERAL LAM ALSO SAID HE COULD HANDLE THE NVA IF HE HAD AN
EQUAL NUMBER OF REGIMENTS HE SAID THE NVA HAD 22 REGIMENTS IN

I CORPS AND HE HAD 10. HE STATED THAT NE ASKED ,PRESIDENT

THIEU TO GO TO FULL MOBILIZATION AND GIVE HIM 10, MORE
REGIMENTS THAT HE COULD HANDLE THE PROBLEM. SENATOR TOWER

REASSURED GENERAL LAM THAT THE US (PRESIDENT NIXONS WOULD NOT
WITHDRAW US TROOPS UNTIL (1), THE NVA LEFT, (2), THE TERRITORIAL
SOVEREIGNTY OF SVN WAS ASSURED. LAM SAID THAT IF THE NVA LEFT,
NO PROBLEM, HE LAM, COULD HANDLE THE VC IN THREE MONTHS.

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA!415 S E C R E T SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR

5. AFTER DINNER, GENERAL LAM WAS PRELARING TO LEAVE AND SENATOR

TOWER ASKED TO SPEAK TO HIM PRIVATELY o THE CONVERSATION WAS
QUITE ANIMATED ALTHOUGH I WAS NOT PRESENT. AFTER GENERAL LAM

LEFT, THE SENATOR STATED TO ME THAT HE TALKED TO GENERAL LAM
ABOUT THE ROKS AND THAT HE TOLD GENERAL LAM THAT A HIGH ROI

OFFICIAL HAD MADE THE STATEMENT THAT IF. AN AMERICAN DIVISION
WERE WITHDRAWN FROM VIETNAM, HE WOULD OFFER TWO RO K DIVISIONS
TO COMPENSATE. SENATOR TOWER ASKED GENERAL LAM IF THE GVN WOULD

ACCEPT MORE ROKS AND WHERE WOULD HE (LAM) LOCATE THE ADDITIONAL
ROK FORCES IF THEY WERE PROVIDED TO HIM. GENERAL LAM'S ANSWER

WAS QUOTE: YES, THE GVN WOULD ACCEPT AND THE FORCES SHOULD BE

LOCATED IN THE HILLS UNQUOTE. MY CHIEF OF STAFF ESCORTED GENERAL

LAM TO THE BOAT DOCKS AS HE DELARTED AND GENERAL LAM STATED THAT

SENATOR TOWER HAD ASKED ABOUT THE ROKS. GENERAL LAM STATED THAT
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HE TOLD THE SENATOR THAT HE RECOGNIZED THAT THE ROKS WERE
THEMSELVES BRUTAL, BUT THAT THEY WERE GOOD FIGHTERS Q HE CITED A
COUPLE OF INSTANCES WHEREIN TWO VILLAGES WERE RESTROYED SO METIME
AGO BY THE ROKS BUT NE HASTENED TO ADD THAT THE DESTRUCTION
WAS IN CONNECTION WITH ENEMY OPERATIONS. I THINK THE CONVERSATION
BETWEEN TOWER AND LAM MIGHT BE SUMMED UP AS: YES, THE VIETNAMESE
WOULD ACCEPT THE TWO DIVISIONS IF OFFERED AND THE VIETNAMESE
WOULD DESIRE TO PUT THEM IN LESS POPULATED AREAS. IN MY VIEW, A
LOCATION IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ WOULD OFFER THREE
ADVANTAGES (1), IT WOULD PUT APPROPRIATE TROOP DENSITY IN THE
AREA, (2) IT WOULD LOCATE THE ROKS GENERALLY IN UNPOPULATED
AREAS, AND (3), IT WOULD PROVIDE All INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR TO THE
POLICING OF THE DMZ .
6. ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING, SENATOR TOWER MET WITH THE FORCE
SURGEON AND THE FORCE CHAPLAIN AND HIS ASSISTANT. HE SAID
DESIRED TO TALK TO THE OFFICERS WHO WORKED CLOSELY WITH PEOPLE.
IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH THE DOCTOR HE ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS
ABOUT MORALE, AND WAS TOLD ABOUT THE MARS SYSTEM AND THE RAPID
RESPONSE TO EMERGENCY LEAVE AS BEING SIGNIFICANT FACTORS.

A. THE SENATOR ASKED ABOUT MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND PERSONNEL

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA1415 S E C R E I SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
AND WAS TOLD THAT WE ARE PROUD OF OUR EXISTING SYSTEM, THAT OUR
BUREAU WAS MOST RESPONSIVE TO REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL EQUIPMENT
AND THAT WE ARE IN BETTER SHAPE NOW WECHAD EVER BEEN.

B. HE COMMENTED ON THE LOW MORTALITY RATE(1 PERCENT ). AND THE
DOCTOR SAID THAT WHILE THIS MIGHT BE TRUE COUNTRY-WIDE OUR
FIGURES HERE WERE HIGHER. THE DOCTOR POINTED OUT THAT THE HELO
EVAC BROUGHT MEN TO THE HOSPITALS STILL ALIVE BUT SO GRAVELY
JJRED THAT THEY COULD NOT RECOVER.
C. THE SURGEON STRESSED OUR READY ACCESS IN EMERGENCIES

TO MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE OTHER SERVICES.
D. THE DISCUSSION LATER GOT TO NEGROES AND WAS QUITE

EXTENSIVE. THE SURGEON SAID THAT A BEARDED NEGRO DID. NOT
NECESSARILY INDICATE A NON CONFORMIST OR MILITANT: THAT THEIR
TENDANCY TO GET INGROWN HAIRS CAUSED A REAL PROBLEM AND THAT
THERE WERE VALID MEDICAL REASONS FOR ISSUING NONV-SHAVING CHITS

E. THE SENATOR HAD BEEN IMPRESSED WITH CAP MED-CAPPING
ON A PREVIOUS VISIT AND ASKED IF THIS WAS STILL A BIG EFFORT
HE WAS TOLD THAT IT WAS .

F o THERE WAS A GENERAL DISCUSSION: OF MORALE AND THE GENERAL
SENSE OF THE TALK WAS THAT MORALE WAS. HIGH . AT ONE POINT, LACK
GP-4
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~ OF lYBFRYY IN THE CI1IES AND VILLAGES ~A~~ UP~ THE DOCTOR 
~~ AT'i'RIBUYED OUR lo\~ VI> RATE TO nnS0 B01H CHAPUHN RADCtH'F' 
I'~ tWa) CHAPLAIN JOSEPH \~ERE PRESENt DURING IHIS !);XSCUSSlON 0 0. SUB JEers tmICN WERE EMPHASIZED BY tHE CHAPlJUNS WERE ~ 0. (D THE HIGH MORALE OF MARINES AND lHE REASONS lHEREF-Rf.' @ 

;I"~ (2) THE CHAPLAINS RotE AND THE .RES~ONSE 'f~ HIS RElXtH IU t
; 

,~ PROGRAM o ... ' 
;I'"~ ~ (:3) THE CHAPLAINS POSIT IVE ALTHO UGH._ J,JNCOERCED RESPO N:!. 
/~ 10 OUR GOVERftJMENi QS VIETNAMESE POLI~ I)', , 

/'~ / t') {.h RACE PROBlEf1S (> '. ' o (5) REACTION Of TROOPS TO DISSENSIoN AND UWREST AT 
I'/' HOME AND TO CRITICI"SN OF OUR !NVOLVEr~ENT IN VXETNfH10 
I'~ ALL SUBJECTS ~lI!RE DISCUSSED IN SUCH A, \~AY AS 10 REFvtT 
;/"/ CREDIT ON THE MARINE IN GENERAL Arvo THE MARHiE CORPS 'HI' o PARTICULAR., SENATOR TOtJER IDENTIFXE~'" H ,~s, CO NCURRENCE \~~!H 

~ ·,.:r' 

o PAGE T\~O RHMf>1AFA 11423 SEC RET SPE~Ar MeEO EXCl..USn,iE FOR 
..", /. THE OPiN XONS OF THE CHAPLAINS ,I\ND DOCTOR ANT) SUPPORT':!) THAT 
~ CONCURRENCE \\fITM REFERENCE TO PERSOI'H'll :OESERVATIONS t.~ADE DURY NG 
~ THIS AND FOUR PREVIOUS VISITS 10 VIETNAM?HE LATER JAIO THAi 

O THIS LAST DISCUSSION \~AS ONE OF" THE ':l1i.)ST BENEFICIAl tilE MAS 
;/~ HAD ON HIS TRIP " ," .' . ' 
,/. 70 Ai ot~E 'i'H~ED MR 41 KEREot1 UJ!HCAT~l)~'TP -ME'TMAT HE !'4IGHT 
;/~/. Bit THE ASSISTANT SECRI!:TARY OF' THE AR,f1Y.·,:FOR MANPOWEll ANn 
~ / RESERVE e ..... 

~ 8 c ALL. IN AL'i .. g I \'lOU1..D SAY THAT THE:· 'VI'SIT OF' SENATO Ii 10'~ER 
~ WA~ QUITE BENEFICIAl Q ! AM SURE tHAT, SENATOR tOWE~ LEFT HAPPY 
~~ WlfH 1 CORPS AND THAT WE WIll USE HIS INFLUENCE TO ASSIST AtL 
~' 'f.H[ FORCl!:S IN V tE'i'N AM" . , .. 
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OF LIBERTY IN THE CITIES AND VILLAGES CAME UP; THE DOCTOR
ATTRIBUTED OUR LOW VD RATE TO THIS. BOTH CHAPLAIN RADCLIFF
AND CHAPLAIN JOSEPH WERE PRESENT DURING THIS DISCUSSION.
SUBJECTS WHICH WERE EMPHASIZED BY THE CHAPLAINS WERE:

(1) THE HIGH MORALE OF MARINES AND THE REASONS THEREF- RE.
(2) THE CHAPLAINS ROLE AND THE RESPONSE TO HIS RELIGIOUS

PROGRAM.
(3) THE CHAPLAINS POSITIVE ALTHOUGH UNCOERCED RESPON!!

TO OUR GOVERNMENT'S VIETNAMESE POLICY
(4) RACE PROBLEMS.0
(5) REACTION OF TROOPS TO DISSENSION AND UNREST AT

HOME AND TO CRITICISM OF OUR INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM.
ALL SUBJECTS WERE DISCUSSED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO REFLICT

CREDIT ON THE MARINE IN GENERAL AND THE MARINE CORPS IN
PARTICULAR. SENATOR TOWER IDENTIFIED HIS CONCURRENCE WITH

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1423SECRET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
THE OPINIONS OF THE CHAPLAINS AND DOCTOR AND SUPPORT THAT
CONCURRENCE WITH REFERENCE TO PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS MADE DURING
THIS AND FOUR PREVIOUS VISITS TO VIETNAM. HE LATER JAID THAT
THIS LAST DISCUSSION WAS ONE OF THE MUST BENEFICIAL WE HAS
HAD ON HIS TRIP
7. AT ONE TIME, MR. KERBOW INDICATED TO ME THAT HE MIGHT
BE THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY FOR MANPOWER AND
RESERVE.
8. ALL IN ALL, I WOULD SAY THAT THE VISIT OF SENATOR TOWER
WAS QUITE BENEFICIAL. I AM SURE THAT. SENATOR TOWER LEFT HAPPY
WITH I CORPS AND THAT WE WILL USE HIS INFLUENCE TO ASSIST ALL
THE FORCES IN VIETNAM.
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ZEM. 
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F(J( S!:N AffiAMS FRatJ LTGEN NICKERsrn 
A. MAC 400 6 EO 291 21 3Z M A R6 9 - oS}" 
1. THIS RESP eNDS TO YaJR MESSAGE POINTIN G OUT THE PRoaEMS WE HAVE 
CR EATED F' CR THE ENEMY .'iN OUR IN TERDIC II CN Qi THE ASHAU VALLEY, 
AND RAISIN G THE QUESTI<N (f A P CSSIB..E PRE7EMPTIVE M OlE AGAINST THE 
ENEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE PA 614 AND KHAM DOC REGI<NS. SPECIF ICALLY 
YOJ ASKEDFCR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILTYAND 
POSSI li E TIM IN G OF SUCH A MOlE. ACCORDIN a. Y, THE F n-LCW IN G PAR A GRAPHS 
C ON\! EY M Y V I E WS • ' 
2. A.T THE WTSET, I PELIEVE Sl£H AN EFFORr IS DESIRAaE. I SHARE 
YOUR INTEREST IN THE \.JESTER'J QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL 
A LTER\1AT IVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES ANDfUTUREDIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN 

WESTERN PUAN G TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRlVE HIM TO SEE]( 
OTHER ROUTES AS Y ClJ SUGGEST. THE D IFF IC ULITY AN D INACCESSIBILITY ()i', 
THE TERRAIN ARaJND SA 614 AND KHAt>'l DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS-!{ 
PEC T I' ffi RIM. REC ENT. REC 00 EFF ORT S IN THAT REGI CN, H OWEVE R, PR ODUCED 

M IX ED RESULTS. SIN CE 1 FEBRUARY I HAV E PR OGRAMME D FORT Y P HOT 0 
RECCE smTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOITGRAPHY REVEALED 
LITn.E CF SIGJIF'ICANCE, SLAR MISSHNS HAVE N or PRODUCES 

SIGJlF ICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHaros INDICATE THAT THE ROADS 
IN TO AN D AfHlJN D K HAM DUC ARE N aT TRAFFICA BLE. WEATHER, 
HQJlEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SUfMEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 

G1\1 E THE AREA, SIN C E OTHER S OJRCE S IN DICAT E RISIN G EN EM Y AC TIV ItY; 
TWO INFRARED DETECT c.R MISSICNS F'LO~ DURING MAR::H REPORTED NlJIlEROUS 
EM ISSI rn S IN THE OF' BA 614 AND zc 01 12. AERIAL PH OTOGRAPHY REVEALS 

A ROAD , (' 
mANCHING (Ji'F' ROOTE 966. SU:;CESSilL TACAIR ROAIr:UIS CN 11,17, 
21, AN D 29 MA R: H WER E FILLED THE F' a..LOW! NG DAY. LAST Y EPRA 
ffi om D REC (}J TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 CN20 SEP WAS EXTRICTED UNDER 

F'IRE AND CNE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 rn 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO 
HEAVY GRCVND F]J? E. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIM lL AR IN DICATeR S 1 
C OJSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRAaE TO DEV OTE TO THE AREA, SUfFICIENT 
EFF' OOT NECESSARY TO OEI'AIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING (f WHAT THE 
~&i. IS ACTUALLY DOI~Gt WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAY 
•• -, ., D StJf'rLIES IN THE TARGET AREA. ClCi- nns IS DErE.II,. r '11ft 1$ T nu: 'IBa: SSA Iff F ~E 
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1. FOLLOWIN G MESSAGE IS READ RESSED F OR YOUR INF ORMATION:
QUOTE:
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ZEM.
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FR GEN A BRAMS FR CM LTGEN NICKERSON
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1. THIS RESP ONDS TO Y OUR MESSAGE POINTIN G OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE
CREATED F OR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDIC TI C OF THE ASHAU VALLEY,
AND RAISIN G THE QUESTION OF A P OSSIBLE PRE 7EMP TIVE M a AGAINST THE
ENEMY'S S OUTH E RN LOC IN THE BA 61.4 AND K HAM D UC REGIONS. SPECIF IC ALLY
Y a ASKED OR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILITY AND
POSSIBE TIMING OF SUCH A 1 V E . ACCORDINGLY, THE F allowing PAR A GRAP HS
C ONV MY VIEWS.

AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFF ORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE2.

YOUR IN TEREST IN THE WESTERN QUAN G TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECEN L OSSES AND FUTURE D IM PROSPECT S ENEMY IN
WESTERN PUAN G TRI AND THUA THIEN APP EAR LIKELY TO DR IV HIM TO SEEK
OTHER ROUTES AS Y a SUGGEST. THE D IFF IC ULITY AN D INACCESSIBILITY OF

THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 61 4 AND K HAM DUC MAKE T HAT A M OST LIKELY PROS-K
PEC T R H.IM. REC ENT REC ON EFF ORT S IN THAT REGI ON H OWEVER, PRODUCED
M IX E.D RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PR OGRAMME D F ORT Y PHOTO
REC CE S R T I E S INTO THAT AREA. THAT PH OT TGRAPHY EVEALED
LITTLE OF GN IFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE N OT PRODUCES
SIGN IF ICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PH OT OS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS
IN TO AND AROUND K HAM DUC ARE N OT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER,
HOWEVER, HAS IMPE DED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED T 0

GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER S OURCE S IN DICATE RISIN G EN EM Y ACTIVITY.
TWO INFRARED DETECT R MISSI ONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REP ORTED N UMEROUS
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND Zc 01 12. AERIAL OTOGRAPHY REVEALS
A ROAD

B ANCHIN G OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADC UTS ON 11, 17,
27, AN D 29 MARCH WER E FILLED THE F OLLOWING DAY. LAST YEAR A
GR OUN D REC ON TEAM IN SERTED AT ZC 00 11 66 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER

F IRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 01 50 95 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO
HEAVY GR OUN D FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIM L AR INDICATORS I
C INSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEV OTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT
EFF ORT NECESSARY TO OBT AIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE
ENEMY IS ACT UALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAY

SUPPLIES IN THE TARGET AR EA. ONCE THIS IS DETERMINED
TO INVEST THE NECESSARY F ORC E TO DISTRIPT

15/11/15
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DECLASSIFIED 

~ I C ClSfDlRTFrAT A ~'R'!UrPTnE <PERATICI II STREN eTH IN 'D'IE BA 614' 

KHAM DUC AREA IS FEASI aE.· I THINK, HOWE.VE R, THAT IT IS AN OPERAT I CN 
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHICN, IN VIEW (Ii THE 

REl"lOT~ESs CF THE TARGET AREA AND CCNSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROaEMS; 
THE UNCERI'AINLY ()i' THE ENEMY·S CAPABILITY THERE; AND OF THE THINNING 
CF MY F' ffiCES THAT WILL FE CAUSED B( ASSEMIl. IN G A FORCE CF THE SIZE 

R-EQUIRES F' OR THIS OPERATICN. IN ASSESSIN G THE FEASIBILITY (F THE 
OPERATICN, WITHIN THE FRAMEWOm< OF THESE RESER! ATlOOS, I HAVE 
C CNSIDERED lHE VARIOOS OPERATI<NAL FACTCRS ANDFORESEE NO INSURMOUNT~ 

ABLE' PR OBLEM. 
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIF'F'ICu.. T ruT NOM CRE SO THAN THE ENTIRE 
PLATEAU FR(JI1 II CTZ TO THE IJwlZ, ~JHERE ,WE CPERATE AS A MAtTER CF 

R QJTINE. 
a. ALTHaJ GI THE WEATHER DURIN G THE C ()1ING M (NTHS IS PREDICTED 
TO IMPEDE OPERATICNS S(JtJEWHAT, I DONOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A 
SER I rus LIM IT IN G F' ACT OR. 

C. THE LOGISTICAL PROaEMS (J' SUPPORT <F THE OPERATION WILL BE 
CHALLEN GIN G, BUT N or TO THE DE(}(EE THAT LOGISITICS ffiCCMES A 
D ISQU AL IF'Y IN G F AC T rn • ' 

D. EECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE <F THE TARGET MEA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER-
ATICN SHaJLD EE INITIATED WITH A REC()JNA1SSANCE EFFORT ()i'SE.VERAL 
ttJEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPEND1NGUP()J WHAT THE REC(}J REVEALED. 
T HE EF'F' ORT W (ll D C CNCEN TR A TE ALL c.R GAN IC RESOLRC ES. I W OlL D ALSO RELY 
HEAV ILY CN THE DELTA F'mCE AND crn PATROLS. WE WOOLD REQUIRE YOUR 
C (N T IN UED ASSTANC E IN KEEP IN G DEL TA F mCE WITH' US. I C Q\J SI DER THE 
DELTA F CReE AND PRIORITY CCN PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELElVlENT IN THE 
FEASI BILITY CF THE CI}JCEPT. 
E. F'RCM THE sr AN DP OIN T £F TR OCP AVA IL A BIL ITY, I ESf IMA TE THA T 
THIS (FERATI CN AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, (NE FRCM 
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECCNNAISSANCE 
HAS PROGRESSEDF'AR ENCUGH TO PErMIT HIM TOMAKE A HARD APPRAISALcF 
THE ACTUAL SITUATICN. CCN SIDER IN G THE PRESENT'TEMPO CF OPERAT100S rN 
QUAN G NAM WHERE· BO" H SLFS ARE F'lL LY C CMM ITTED WITH F lR ST MAR DIV AND. 
THE EX UN DED POSTURE (f' THIRD MAR DIV IN THE N DRTH, THE tNLY C CMMAND 

WHICH C QJLD ~ C CNSIDERED CAPAaE <F PROJIDIN G ADDITIQ\JAL F,'ORCES IS 
THE 101 ST. WH n.. E IT, T 0C\ IS AC TIV ELY C ClJD UCT IN G 
CPERA TI CN S, I C CN SIn ER IT THE MOST LIK EL Y S OUFCE F' OR A RESEflI E F' ORC E 
AT tHE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101ST TOMEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A 

SEC CN D Efl I GADE F ffi IN TR CD UC T I CN INT 0 TH E OBJEC TIV E AREA WOUlD, I 
BELIEVE, (lfER- EXTEND III MAF BEYCNG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, C()1BINED 

~JITH A POSSIEtE HIGH PR1ORITY·MISSICN UN-DER CONSIDERATIOO FOR 1015T 
ARaJES FCR THE ASSIGNMENT CF AN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III 
MAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL JRIGADE, HOWEVER, SCME REPOSITICNING CF 

MY PRESEN T F' OR; ES WILL BE NECESSARY WHIC H WILL EN TAIL A CERTAIN 
Di~EE CF RISK~ THE RISK BECO'lE5MORE ACCEPTAaE WITH nlE 
ASIHI ... or AN AID 1T10&4AL BRIDAl)E. 
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3. I CI S I D E R THAT A PREENPTIVE OPERATION IN STRENGTH IN THE BA 614

KHAM DUC AREA IS FEASIBE I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERAT ON
THAT WE MUST APP R OAC H IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE

REM OTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND ON SEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS;
THE UN CERT AINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPA BILITY THERE; AND OF THE TH
OF MY F ORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBL IN G A FORCE OF THE SIZE
R EQUIRES F OR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSIN G THE FEASIBILITY OF THE
OPERATION, WITHIN THE F RAME W ORK OF THESE RESERV ATIONS, I HAVE
C DISIDERED THE VARI OUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AN F ORESEE NO INSURM OUNT5-

A BLE PROBLEM.
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICU BUT N O M RE SO TH AN THE ENTIRE
PLATEAUFROM II CTZ TO THE DM Z, WHERE WE OPERATE AS A M AT TER OF

R OUTINE.
B. ALTH OU GH THE WEATHER DURIN G THE C MING M ON THS IS PREDICTED
T 0 IMPEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO N OT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A
SERIOUS LIM IT IN G FACT OR.

C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS F SUPP ORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BE

CHALLEN GIN G, BUT N OT TO THE DE GREE THAT LOGISITICS BEC OMES A
DISQUAL IF Y IN FACTR.

D. BECAUSE OUR IN TELLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AR EA IS SKETC HY, THE OPER-
ATION SH OULD BE IN ITIATED WITH A REC ONNAISSANCE EFF ORT OF SEV ERAL
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDIN G UP ON WHAT THE REC ON REVEALED.
THE EFF OR T WOLLD C ONCEN TRATE ALL OR GAN IC RESOURCES. I WOUL D ALSO RELY

HEAV ILY ON THE DELTA F ORC E AND C ON PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOUR
C ONTINUED ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DEL TA F ORCE WITH US. I C ONSI DER THE
DELTA F ORCE AND PRI OR ITY CCN PATROL SUPP A KEY ELEMENT IN THE
FEASI BILITY OF THE CONCEPT.
E. FROM THE ST ANDP OIN T OF TR 00P AVAIL ABILITY, I EST IMATE THAT
THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ON E FROM
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GET TYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS REC ONA IS SANC E

HAS PROGRESSED FAR EN OU GH TO PERMIT HIM MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OF

THE AC TUAL SITUATION. CONSIDER IN G THE PRESENT TEMP 0 OF OPERATIONS IN

QUAN NAM WHERE BO H SLF S ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH F IR ST MAR DIV AND
THE EX TEN DED P OST URE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE N ORTH, THE ONLY COMMAND
WHICH C OULD BE CN S I DERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDIN G ADDITIONAL F ORC E IS

THE 101 ST. WHILE IT, 00, IS ACTIVELY C aNDUCT IN G
OPERATIONS, I INSIDER II THE M OST LIKELY SOURCE F OR A RESERVE F ORC E

AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 10 1ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A

SEC ON BRIGADE F OR INTRODUCTION INT 0 THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I

BELIEVE, OVER- EX TEND III MAF BEY G THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, C M BINED

WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRI ORITY MISSI ON UN DER ONSIDERATION FOR 101ST
AR GUES F OR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRID AGE SLICE TO III
MAF. EVEN WITH AN AD DITIONAL R I GADE, HOWEVER, SOME REP OSITI ON IN G OF

MY PRESENT F ORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN
DE GREE OF RISK. THE RISK OMES M ORE ACCEPTABLE WIT H THE
ASSIGNIN OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE.
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TOP SEC RET EYES CNLY FINAL SECTION. Oi TWO 
F. I EELIElJE ARVN'PARTICIPATICN IN THE OPERATlOO IS BOm FEASlll.E 

ANDNECESSARY, TOKEEPTHE EMPHASIS CN CCMBINED OPERATICNSAND 
C OOTINUE TO HELP AWN PICK UP A pR OGRESSIVELY GREAT ER SHARE OF 
THE L Q\D. PASED CN PA ST EXPER lEN CE, 1 WOULD EXPEC T L TGEN 
LAM TOCCNTRIBtJE AT LEAST (NE BATTALIOI TO THE CPERATICN, 
HOPEFULLY M cRE. THE PRECISE SIZE, H<lJEVER, OF THE mVN·CG1MI'IMENT, 
IS A MATTER WHIC H I WOOJl> NE GOlATE WITH LTGEN LAM AT A LAT ER . 
DAT E, TAK IN G IN TO ACC OUNT ALSO THE INCR EASED REQ UI REM ENT l' OR T R 0 OPS 
ELSEWHERE IN IC TZ AS l' O~ES ARE DEPLOYE D TO THE KHAM DOC AREA~' 
4. [ECA USE WE NEED TO KNQIJ M eRE ABQJT THE SITUATI CN IN THE K HAM 

DUC AREA, THE PACE , SC OPE AND CR lENTATICN CF THE MAJ CR C eM BAT 
EFF 0 RT WOULD D EPEN D CN a.R IN IT 1 AL CCNCERT ED REG CNNA ISSANC E PHASE. 
F OR THIS REASCN, AVAILABILITY ()' PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN 
THE TIM I N Go lEEL lEV E T HA T THE DELTA l' CRCE S COULD EE SH 1FTED SOUTH 

FR f)M CASS PARK TO IN IT lATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM D UC AREA CN 1 
MAY. THE FACILIT IES CF SlVERAL SIlES ARE BEING ANALYZED 
IN DEl An.. TO sa EC T ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUI TA aE l' ORC a.. OCAT I CN CF 

BoTH TH E DELTA F CRCES AND C eN M OEJL E LAUNCH TEAM. C ONSIO ERING THE 
RECQIlNAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACf<R DETErMINING WHETHER 
c:R NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERATICN, I, ~]OULD JUDGE A 3121 DAY OPERATING 
PERIOD W QJLD TELL THE ST ORY. ASSUM IN G THAT THE C CN CENT RAT ED REG (lI] 

EFF ORT DEV~L QJED HAR D AN D EX PL orr ABLE INT ELLI GEN CE, A BOUT 1 JUNE 
I ~I OULD IN 1 TI AT E A 3 8\T TAL ION ASSAULT. ~/IT H EN SINE ER s,PR TY 
AND SEfNlCE SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC PASE AREA TO 
ESTABLISH AN FOB AND C (NDUCT SECURITY' OPERATICNS IN ITS IMMEDIATE 
V rCIN ITY. I ANTIC IPA TE THAT ABOJT TINa "lEEKS 

INOOLD EE REQUIRED TO MAKE K HPl"J Due A FUNCTI CNS l' OB CAPA BLE ()' SlJP-;­
PORTING A TOTAL <F 6 INF'ANTRY BATTALICNS, 3 PRTY BATTAlICNS, AND 
APP RCffi 1AT E SUPP ORT ELEMEN TS. I WOU.. 0 THEN INT RCD I.e E THE 
ADDITCNALC(JI1BAT ELEMENTS Qi ANOTHER BRIGPDE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER-
A TED, LASTI N G AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPEND IN G UP CN THE DE.V ELORvl EN T (F 
THE SITUATICN. WE COULD C(NQlJ)E THE OPERATI(N AT THIS JmCTURE, BUT 

I WOUL D PR OPOSE I NST EPD T a LAUNCH AI l' 0lR BATT-ALICN ATTACK FR()Il 
KHAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAl ENTERING BA 11 F'R<M THE WES 

• T . 
ernc URRENTULY, I wOULDTAS}{ THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED 

ATTACK rn FA 112 FRCM THE EAST WITH AT LEAST OOE REGIMENT. THIS 
PHASE CF THE OPERATION \lJOULD crnCLUDE IN MID-SEPTEMBER. . 
5. IN SUMM~Y, I C(NSIDFRA PREElI1PTIVE OPERATIa.J IN THE BA 
614/KHAM DUC AREA BOTH DESIRAElE AND FEASIBLE, ASSLMINGDELTA 

F' DACE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGJMENT OF AN 
AD DITl CN AL BRI GADE INI TH 1 TS N ffi'4A L SUPP ORT. WIT H NO RADICAL 
SHIFT IN ern RENT TACT lCAL TREN DS, WE ARE ffiEPARED TO INITIATE THE K 
OPERATIrn 00 IMAY~ I HAVE DISCUSSED THE ffiOPOSED OPERAT1CN IN DETAIL 
\lJITH CH~LIE CETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PRO' OSE\) C (NCEPT AND OPERATloo 
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATlVELY APPR(JJED l' OR fL ANN ING. I WOlLD 

EEPLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS PRCPOSAL wITH YOU OR PRESENT A . 
• 1 •• ' AT It TIME AND PLACE cF YUJR CH OICE. . 

DECLASSIFIED 
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0 042339Z ZYY ZFF-1
FM C 6 III MAF
TO OMUSMACV
ZEM
IOPSECR E T EYES ON LY F INAL SECTION OF TWO
F. I BELIEVE ARV N PAR TIC IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE
AND NECESSARY, TO KE EP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND

C ON TIN UE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PR OGRESSIVELY GREAT ER SHARE OF
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPER IENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LTGEN
LAM TO C ONTRI BUT E AI LEAST ON E BATTALIO TO THE OPERATION,
H OPEF ULLY M RE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOVEVER, OF THE AR V N COMMITMENT,
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGO WITH LTGEN LAM AT A LAT ER

DATE, TAK IN G INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR T ROOPS
ELSEWHERE IN IC TZ AS F ORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA.

4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KNOW M ORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE K HAM
DUC AREA, THE PACE, SC OPE AND ORIENTATION OF THE MAJ OR C CM BAT
EFF 0 RT WOULD DEPEND ON OUR IN IT IAL C N CERTED REC ONNA ISSANC PHASE.
F OR THIS REASON, AVAILABILIT OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN
THE TIMING I BELIEVE T HAT THE DELTA F ORCE S OULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH
FROM CASS PARK TO IN IT I A T E THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM UC AREA ON 1

MAY. THE FACILIT IES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED
IN DEI ALL TO SELECT ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLE F OR a OCATIONS OF
BOTH THE DELTA FORCES AND C CN M OBIL E LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE
CONNAISSANCE EFF OR T AS THE RINC IPAL FACT OR DETERMINING WHETHER

OR N OT TO EXPAND THE OPERATION, I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING
PERI OD WOULD TELL THE ST OR Y. ASSUM IN THAT THE C ONCENT RATED REC ON

EFF ORT DEVELOP HARD AND EXPLOIT ABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 BAT TALION ASSAULT. WITH EN GINEERS, AR TY

AND SERV IC E SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD K HAM DUC BASE AREA TO
ESTABLISH AN F 0B AND C ON DUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY. I ANTICIP TE THAT ABOUT TWO WEEKS
WOULD BE REQUIRED MAKE K HAM DUC A FUNCTIONS F OB CAPABLE OF SUP-

P ORTIN G A TOTAL OF 6 INFANT RY BATTALIONS, 3 R TY BAT TAL I O N S , AND
APP R OPR IAT SUPP OR T ELEMENTS I WOUL D THEN INT RODUCE THE
ADDITON AL C OMBAT EL EMENTS OF AN OTHER BRIGADE. R IF WOULD BE ACCELER-

ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPEND IN G UP ON THE DEVELORMENT OF

THE SITUATIO. WE COULD cava UD E THE OPERATION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT
I WOULD PR OP OSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A,F OUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM
KHAM DUC, N ORT HEAST, ASTRIDE T HE SONG CAI ENT ERING BA 11 FROM THE WES
T

C ONC URRENT ULY I WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED
ATTACK ON BA 112 FROM THE EAST WITH AT LEAST ON E REGIMENT. THIS
PHASE OF THE OPERATION WOULD ONCLUDE IN MID-SEPTEMBER.
5. IN SUMMARY, I C ON SI DER A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN THE BA
614/KHAM DUC AREA BOTH DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLE, ASSUMING DELTA
F ORC E AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AN D THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN
ADDITIONAL BRIGADE WITH ITS N ORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL
SHIFT IN C I R REN T TACT ICAL TREN DS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE K
OPERATION ON 1 M A Y. I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL
WITH CHARLIE GET TYS, AND HOLD HIS PRO OSED C ONC EP T AND OPERATION
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED F OR PL ANNING. I WOLL D

BE PLEASED 0 DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A
A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE.

DECLASSIFIED



\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• HEAOO'RTERS • m MARINE AMPHIB10US FORCE 

ROUTE SECTION 
~TE I SUBJECT 

CODE ..... ' ....... N'"I'-O ........ UT-l INITIAL E X ,e LUS f 1 V E F . 0 R~ 
CG ~"A~Il~ . , 

t-.""~.-~-:G--t--+--f~'3""':A".l--_-.J'...-oiI--"'III""""L"..o--t' (~ DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED " 

DCG AIR ' /0Wit NttHT EJI(CEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE 
~2-~~C~:./~S-+~ !r=t---+--..... -""'.\ ..... }I~ bttIu P5511. 4_. " 

>---+_.D_1iC_'_S ...... _t----+-_-+-__ -t THE _ORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE 

I--j-+IDC-:t-~-/_Ps~LA_N+-:Z~t-}ffj~U~'3~--~f1j~A-.. ~I7~ ~. ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS 

G "1 " 

INSP 

·oP ANAL 

ORO 
PSY OPS 
SUPPLY 

lEGAL 
" . PWO . " '. .... ..,;., t.: ' 

'. ~.\-
sac 

" 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. ~ . 

.,', .... 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)CCN:048/OUT FILERDH
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

12 APR 69*- ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAF
A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# CONTROL DATE
C- COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

COPY OF 3 COPIES RECO1- INFORMATION 121400Z APR 69S- SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALCODESECTION EXCLUSVIV E F 0 R.ROUTE OUTIN

REMARKSCG

413A103 THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINEDDCG
OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCEDCG AIR
ORDER P5511.4

2 C/S

DC /S THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THISDC/S PLAN

4/13
12SOCCUMENTIS/S1

G-1
ORIG: S/SG-2

two
REL: CG

$ 3
copy

G-3

USIVE

G-4
G-5
G-6

FOR

CAP

ADJ

CORDS

HAS
BEEN SENTEMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS

SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO

sac

IIAS BEEN SE
The

TOP SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~ f' SECRET. • • • 1.s, 
~ ~ 
/ ~ 
/ ~ 

~ ~-~- .. -- -- .. ----- .. _-- .- 6 ~ 

/ III MAF %100/... COpy I OF 3 COPIES TOP CRET:";:: 

/////////////////////////////////
~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

OTTTZYUW RHNMAFA1697 1:021400-TITI--RUMLMAA R MHVPA RUMLMHA

RUMLMPA.
ZHY TITIT

EXCLUSSIVE

0 1214002 APR 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMLNAM/CG FIRST MARDIV
RUMHVPA/CG THIRD MARDIV

FOR

RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW
RUMEMPA/CG FORLOG CMD,
ZT
TOPSECR E T./SPECAIZEXCI. SIVE MCEO FOR MAJGEN SIMPON, MAJGEN

DAVIS, MAJGEN QUILTER AND BGEN FEELEY FROM LIGEN NICKEREON

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS READDRESSED FOR YOU INFORMATION:

QUOTE CMC LISTIZ APR 69 (IS) UNQUOTE
P. 1113112 APR 69
FM CMC
TO CG FMFPAC
CG III MAF
BT
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PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1697 I 0 P SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO FOR

DRAGON PROGRESS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. COMMENTS MADE DURING THE

BRIEFING AS TO THE COMMAND ATTENTION GIVEN BY MARINE COMBAT

COMMANDERS IN THE CRITICAL AREA WERE MOST COMPLIMENTARY.

2. (TS) MARINE RECOGNITION OF OPERATIONS SECURITY AS AN IMPORTANT

ELEMENT IN SUCCESSFUL COMBAT OPERATIONS IS A SOURCE OF PRIDE TO ME.

YOUR CONTINUEING PERSONAL ATTENTION TO OPERATIONS SECURITY MATTERS
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3. (IS) I UNDERSTAND THAT ROTARY WING OPERATIONS WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF
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THIS INCREASED SECURITY. IT CANNOT BE SAID THAT THE
SONG CUA DAI IS NOW OPEN TO UNINTERRUPTED BOAT TRAFFIC.
DESPITE OUR PREVIOUS EFFORTS. 1 BELIEVE WE NEED TO CONDUCT

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 2216 S E CRET
A MULTIBATTALION COMBINED OPERATION TO. COMPLETELY BREAK THE
ENEMY'S HOLD AND PERMANENTY OPEN THE SONG CUA DAI.
3. (S) IF YOU AGREE WITH THIS CONCEPT & I AM PREPARED TO REQUEST
THE NECESSARY ASSITANCE FROM GEN LAM, COMSEVENTIMEL COMNAVFORV
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AND APPROPRIATE FORCES AND OTHER MATTERS INVOLVING COORDINATION
CAN BE WORKED OUT BY OUR STAFFS FOR OUR MUTUAL APPROVAL.
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I INFORMATION 1,21856172S SIGNATURE 3COPY * OF COPIES RECO
DATE SUBJECTROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL

IN OUT KILL RATIOS
CG REMARKS

19
Apr

nDCG
THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE s&c WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-
DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.
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I fiGEN YOUt«;UALE DEPUTY CG SENDS FOR MGlN ZA fS AND M6Eti GETTYS 

' " KILL RAT .OS 

; ~ , 
,} 

1. THE FOLLOWING lllST ABN DIVISION AND AMERICAL DIVISIORS FRIENDLY 
.-D ENEMY RAT I OS ARE REPORTED A-S REQUESTED I 

" 1ST AS III ,AI'lER I CAL D I V 
EN RAT ~O . FR EN RATIO 
30~ 1 TO 21.6 JUL 68 40 781 1 TO 19.5 

583 1 TO 10.& AOO 68 65 13804 1 TO 21.3 
268 1 TO 22.3 SEP 68 84 1294 1 TO 15.4 
397 1 TO 4".1 OCT 68 38 685 1 TO 18 
2. 12 1 TO 8 .. 2 NOV &8 58 HI;S 1 TO 35.3 
221 1 TO 22. 1 DEC 68 32114' 1 TO 35. S 
196 1 TO 12.2 JAN 6S 71 16UJl 1 TO 14.1 

, 128 ' 1 TO 6.4 FEB 69 74 1257 1 TO 17 
19' 1 TO 4.2 MAR 69 105 1212 1 TO 11.6 

THRU 13 
28 83 1 TO 2.9 APR 69 14 218 1 TO 19.6 
at4 2652 1 TO 10.8 , 553 li'S1 1 TO HS.Z 
a ENJOY YOUR DR I Nt( CHARLIE. WARM REGARDS TO YOU BOTH. 
GP-4 
~7 

, I 

I 

I 
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R 18 61 K

TO 101 (AM)
$0 AMERICAL DIV
ZEM
C O FIDENTIAL
NSEN YOUNGDALE DEPUTY CG SENDS FOR MGEN ZAIS AND MGEN GETTYS
KILL RATIOS
1. THE FOLLOWING 10 1ST AB N DIVISION AND AMERICAL DIVISIONS FRIENDLY

AND ENEMY RATIOS ARE REPORTED AS REQUESTED:
101ST AB N AMERICAL DIV

FR EN RATIO FR EN RATIO
30514 1 TO 21.6 JUL 68 40 781 1 TO 19.5

583$ 1 TO 10.6 AUG 68 65 1384 1 TO 21.3
268E 1 TO 22.3 SEP 68 84 1294 1 TO 15.4
3979 1 TO 44.1 OCT 68 38 685 1 TO 18

33 272 1 TO 8.2 NOV 68 30 1059 1 TO 35.3
10 221 1 TO 22.1 DEC 68 32 1 14 6 1 TO 35.8
16 196 1 TO 12.2 JAN 69 71 1001 1 TO 14.1

12820 1 TO 6.4 FEB 69 74 1257 1 TO 17
47 199 1 TO 4.2 MAR 69 105 12 12 1 TO 11.6

THRU 13
28 83 1 TO 2.9 APR 69 27814 1 TO 19.8
24 2652 1 TO 10.8 553 10097 1 TO 18.2
a ENJOY YOUR DRINK CHARLIE. WARM REGARDS TO YOU BOTH.
GP-4
187

CONFIDENTIAL

ANNN

HASBEEMSENT
#36



DECLASSIFIED 

fit, HEADQultc:TERS • 
m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

.S£CRlJ. m I04AF FCRM5_2IS (REV 3 - 68) 

OPERATION COOE FROM DATE 
)(- ORIGI NATOR CG III MAF 18 APR 69 
A-ACTION /COGNIZANCE -. 

C -COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION I_Dl41..,/CONTROL DATE 
I-INF')RMATION 181500Z 

1,2,3 
4 ~ISS REC) S - 511 ,,,,A1'URE ICOP'f'ii OF 

I ROUTE SEcnON COOE 
.D~TE 

I IIJITIAL 
sua.t€CT 

IN OUT 

CG REMARKS 
DCG (THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AN;) 

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WiTrllN 

~s , 17 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/OiSP0S-
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ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
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SUBJECTDATE

ROUTE SECTION INITIALCODE
OUTIN
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DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
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DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.
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o 181500Z Z Vii 
~ CG III MAr 
TO COMUSI)jACV 
ZEM ;.... -- -; 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

SE C RET EYES ONLY FOR MAJGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
P, YOUR 18J442Z APR 69 
B. AX CONSUL D NG 171130Z APR 69 
1. INFORMATION QUOTED IN REF B WAS PASSED PREMATURELY AND NOT 

OOMPLETELY FACTUAL. .' 
~ 2. AN INCIDENT DID OCCUR ON 15 APRIL NEAR PHUOC MY VILLAGE 
~ (8T 102511> I NVOLV I NG ROKS AND V I ET NAME SE. US 'MAR I NES A ND US 

Att1Y TROOPS wERE ALSO INVOLVED. . 

l EXACT CIRCUf'lSTANCESOF THE 1~ICIDENT HAVE NOT YET BEEN SORTED 
AND A JOINT BOARD HAS BEEN CONVENED TO DETERMINE WHAT 

tA PENED AND TO FIX RESPONSIBILITY. THIS BOARD IS COMPOSED OF 
AVIETNA!1ESE OFFICER, A ROK MARINE OFFICER AND A US MARINE 
~FICER. THE SENIOR MEMBER IS THE US MARINE/ THE PRECEPT WAS 
SIGNED JOINTLY BY LTGEi~ LAM, BGEN LEE AND ~lYSELF ON 16 APRIL 
1969. 
4. ON THE 15TH OF APRIL' A ROAD SWEEP WAS BEING CONDUCTED ON 
fJE 1. A!11ERICAN FORCES (f1ARHlE AND ARMY) WERE MOVING NORTH AND 
IDK FORCES wiTH US trlARINES WERE MOVING SOUTH/ IN THE VICINITY 
(J' PHUOC MY, ROK MAR INES HALTED. THE ROKS CLAIlV] THAT THE REASON 
TIiEY HALTED WAS I,NCOIYJING SNIPER FIRE FROf>1 THE VILLAGE. THE 
VIETNAf1ESE SUPPOSEDLY PROFESS NO KNOWLEDGE OF SNIPER FIRE. 
~IPER FIRE SuPPOSEDLY HAS BEEN VERIFIED BY US MARINES WITH THE 
IDKS~ THE ROKS THEN PROCEEDED INTO A MINEFIELD AND 5 RO~S AND 
2 US MAR I (dES WERE wOUNDED BY AN EXPLOD I NG MINE. THE V IETMAMESE 
ClAIM THEY \<'MRNED THE ROKS OF THE MI~:.JEF'IELD. THE ROKS DENY THIS 
Jim SAY THEY COULD NOT HAVE ENTERED THE M I [\IEF I ELD 1FT HEY WERE 
$) WARNED. 
5. SUBSE61UENT EVENTS ARE EVEN MORE CLOUDED AND CAN ONLY BE 

CLEARLY DETERf41NED THROUGH THE INVESTIGATION BEU~G CONDUCTED. 
THE ROKS ()1AY OR MAY NOT HAVE SHOT uP THE VILLAGE. THE ROI<S DENY 

;/lHAT THEY DID AND [~OTHING HAS BEEN DETERMINED TO DATE TO PROVE 
. ~ lHAT THEY DID. ROj\S SUPPOSEDLY D IJ) ASK FOR A NO RECE I VE CLEAR-
: c9 ~CE TO FIRE MORTARS IN V ICINITY OF VILLAGE. T'!'IO OR MORE OF 
'-=---:tHE~MORTARS~~ED IN THE VILLAGE CAUSING CASUALTIES 
I JII) P>~~ID.- HO\,EVER· ALL OF THE ABOVE IS SO F'RAGMENTARY 
! /lID COITRAlJ I CT~Y THAT' I A . RELUCTANT TO GIVE CREDENCE TO 

T IOU iY [,iTHER THE ROJii:S OR V IITNAli1ESE AT TMI S PQlllt Ji '. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 181500Z ZYH
N CG 111 MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
SE T EYES ONLY FOR MAJGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
A YOUR 183442Z APR 69
B AX CONSUL D NG 171130Z APR 69
1. INFORMATION QUOTED IN REF B WAS PASSED PREMATURELY AND NOT
COMPLETELY FACTUAL.

GoT

2. AN INCIDENT DID OCCUR ON 15 APRIL NEAR PHUOC MY VILLAGE
(BT 102511) INVOLVING ROKS AND VIETNAMESE. US MARINES AND US
ARMY TROOPS WERE ALSO INVOLVED.
3. EXACT CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE INCIDENT HAVE NOT YET BEEN SORTED
an AND A JOINT BOARD HAS BEEN CONVENED TO DETERMINE WHAT
HAPPENED AND TO FIX RESPONSIBILITY. THIS BOARD IS COMPOSED OF
AVIETNAMESE OFFICER, A ROK MARINE OFFICER AND A US MARINE
OFFICER. THE SENIOR MEMBER IS THE US MARINE/ THE PRECEPT WAS
SIGNED JOINTLY BY LTGEN LAM, BGEN LEE AND MYSELF ON 16 APRIL
1969.
4. ON THE 15TH OF APRIL A ROAD SWEEP WAS BEING CONDUCTED ON
RTE 1. AMERICAN FORCES (MARINE AND ARMY) WERE MOVING NORTH AND
ROK FORCES WITH US MARINES WERE MOVING SOUTH/ IN THE VICINITY
OF PHUOC MY, ROK MARINES HALTED. THE ROKS CLAIM THAT THE REASON
THEY HALTED WAS INCOMING SNIPER FIRE FROM THE VILLAGE. THE
VIETNAMESE SUPPOSEDLY PROFESS NO KNOWLEDGE OF SNIPER FIRE.
SNIPER FIRE SUPPOSEDLY HAS BEEN VERIFIED BY US MARINES WITH THE
ROKS' THE ROKS THEN PROCEEDED INTO A MINEFIELD AND 5 ROKS AND
2 US MARINES WERE WOUNDED BY AN EXPLODING MINE. THE VIETNAMESE
CAIM THEY WARNED THE ROKS OF THE MINEFIELD. THE ROKS DENY THIS
AND SAY THEY COULD NOT HAVE ENTERED THE MINEFIELD IF THEY WERE
SO WARNED.
5. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS ARE EVEN MORE CLOUDED AND CAN ONLY BE
CEARLY DETERMINED THROUGH THE INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED.
THE ROKS MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE SHOT UP THE VILLAGE. THE ROKS DENY
THAT THEY DID AND NOTHING HAS BEEN DETERMINED TO DATE TO PROVE
THAT THEY DID. ROKS SUPPOSEDLY DID ASK FOR AND RECEIVE CLEAR-
ANCE TO FIRE MORTARS IN VICINITY OF VILLAGE. TWO OR MORE OF
THESE MORTARS MAY HAVE LANDED IN THE VILLAGE CAUSING CASUALTIES
AND PROBABLY DID. HOWEVER ALL OF THE ABOVE IS so FRAGMENTARY
AND CONTRADICTORY THAT I AM RELUCTANT TO GIVE CREDENCE TO
ALESAAT IOMS BY EITHER THE ROKS OR VIETNAMESE AT THIS POINT

DECLASSIFIED
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• 

~ 

6. THE . I 61CIDEttr WAS BROOOlfT TO MY ATTENTION DURI~G THE EVENING 
(f 15 APR IL. I IMMEDIATELY DISPATCHED ~Y CHIEF' OF £TAFF' TO !!EET 
WITH BGEN LEE IN HOI AN. BGEN LEE WAS QUITE CONCERNED WITH THE 

-,~-' INCIDENT AND HE OPEN.J..Y DISCUSSED BOTH SIDES OF THE ISSUE AS HE 
; ~AT ~T IME. HE WAS NOT AT ' ALL VAGUE WITH MY CHIEF OF 
i ~1fAFF ANDREADIL"'I~REED TO THE CONDUCT OF A JOINT INVESTIGATION. 
: ilL POINTED OUT THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE THAT THE INVESTIGATION 
) m: HEADED BY A US MARINE BECAUSE OF THE EMOTION EXISTING IN THE 
1 KlK AND V IETNAMESE CAMPS AND THAT ANYONE WHO IS RESPONSIBLE 
! ~OULD BE PUNISHED. 

7. THE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING AND I WILL KEEP YOUSADVISED. 
8. I AM CO NCER NED WITH T HE CONTE NTS OF' T HE J(~ I T I AL REPORT TO 

TIlE EMBASSY. I HAVE PREV IOUSLY ISSUED IN'STRUCTIONS THAT I AM 
tXERT I KG EVERY EFFORT TO SUPPORT THE ROKS AND TO MA KESURE THEY 
AtE A F'..ULL PMiT.NER IN I CCRPS -- THAT ANY BREACH OF FAITH WILL 
IE ON TP£IR PART AND NOT M·INE ---AND THAT J AM THE ONLY AMERICAN 
IN THIS CORPS ZONE WHO SHOULD SPEAK WORDS OF CONDEMNATION. THE 
WNTENTS OF REF B DO NOT SUPPORT rw GUIDANCE. BUT THAT IS MY 
)'WBLEM AND I WiLL TAKE CARE OF IT. #:.3'1(:1.) 
W.RM REGARDS. -
(P-4 
580 

(lNNN 
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DECLASSIFIED

6. THE INCIDENT WAS BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION DURING THE EVENING
F 15 APRIL. I IMMEDIATELY DISPATCHED MY CHIEF OF STAFF TO MEET
WITH BGE N LEE IN H01 AN. BGE N LEE WAS QUITE CONCERNED WITH THE
INCIDENT AND HE OPENLY DISCUSSED BOTH SIDES OF THE ISSUE AS HE

GREW
IT AT THE TIME. HE WAS NOT AT ALL VAGUE WITH MY CHIEF OF

TAFF AND READ IL YAGREED TO THE CONDUCT OF A JOINT INVESTIGATION.
HE POINTED OUT THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE THAT THE INVESTIGATION
E HEADED BY A US MARINE BECAUSE OF THE EMOTION EXISTING IN THE
ROK AND VIETNAMESE CAMPS AND THAT ANYONE WHO IS RESPONSIBLE
SHOULD BE PUNISHED.
7. THE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING AND I WILL KEEP YOUSADVISED.
8. I AM CONCERNED WITH THE CONTENTS OF THE INITIAL REPORT TO
THE EMBASSY. I HAVE PREVIOUSLY ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS THAT I AM
EXERTING EVERY EFFORT TO SUPPORT THE ROKS AND TO MAKE SURE THEY
ARE A FULL PARTNER IN I CORPS THAT ANY BREACH OF FAITH WILL
E ON THE IR PART AND NOT MINE AND THAT I AM THE ONLY AMERICAN
IN THIS CORPS ZONE WHO SHOULD SPEAK WORDS OF CONDEMNATION. THE
CONTENTS OF REF B DO NOT SUPPORT MY GUIDANCE. BUT THAT IS MY
PROBLEM AND I WILL TAKE CARE OF IT.

#39(2)WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
580
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CONFIDENTIAL
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1- INFORMATION

1994181 COPY L2, OF 3S-SIGNATURE COPIES RECO
DATE SUBJECT
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4 CG REMARKS

5 DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN

3 C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

7/204/20
2 I ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

4/19
MIZIS/S

G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
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C 0 ~'. f. l jj E it T I A 1.. 
R)R·GfN£HIJ.. ABR»tS F'ROPLLIGEN NICKERSON 
:vt;~tT TO TASK F'ORCt:; ALPHA HAKHOIll PHA NOM THi4 
f~SU8JtCT TO YOuR CONCURREttC(: ,PLAN TO VISIT HAKnGH PHANOM TriA.LAN1) 
~·J:A'RIL. ntl .. L af AWAY 'ilOl* t,t !"tAi' 2~a'l0H TO APPROXjMATiL.Y 2Jn4~H. 
t., APPHOPH 'AT£ ARRAi'~aEMENT;'; nH.L. 8e. MADe: WITt( EGik UrAS FOR SU3J£CT vh.n. 
QI-,. 
~, 

'~"i j 'i. J~.''''' ! ~J. 

~. : .. ,/ ~~, ')," 

\.~? ~"\? ~~, ~.-.~ 
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C8 111 MAF
TO COMUSHACV
ZEM
C O NFIDENTIAL
FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT TO TASK FORCE ALPHA NAKKON PHANOM THAI
1. SUBJECT TO YOUR CONCURRENCE PLAN TO VISIT NAKHON PHANOM THAILAND
29 APRIL. WILL BE AWAY FROM 111 MAF 29393DH TO APPROXIMATELY 291745H.
2. APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE WITH BGEN DYAS FOR SUBJECT
VISIT.
IP-4
26

ANNN
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for

CG REMARKS

4
21DCG
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DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET
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G) 1 ':;105 5:1 l'i'I-' 
Flil e'G III Ml'If))I'. IVN 
t"$'e@i· AMlllj\L Jt.1'lSl IN em. IV! 
iii,m . _ 
S.ECRET 
SPECAT EXCl.USIVE FOR fl!GEN GETTYS "ROM LTGEN'NICKERSON 
BATMJGAN RESETTLEMENT AREA (0) 
1. (5) AS YOU ARE AWARE I AM· PART ICULARL Y CONCERNED THAT WE TAKE 
ADEQUATE MEASURES TO ENSURE PROPER TREATMENT AND SECURITY 
FOR THE cIvILIANS RESETTl.ED IN .THE BATANGAN PENINSULA. ONCE 
HAVING MADE THE DEcISION TO MOVE THEM BACK INTO THE AREA -IN A 
SENSE A MOD.EL AREA~-IT BEHOOVES US NOW TO DEMONSTRATE TO ALL 
concERNED', FRIENDLY ANDVC ALIKE, THAT WEREALL Y MEAN BUSINESS 
BY DEED AS WELL AS WORD •. THE VC CANNOT BE PERMITTED TO INTIMI­
DATE THE PEOPLE IN THE RESETTLEMENT AREA NOR CAN WE STAND 
STILL FOR LESS THAN ADEQUATE LIVING CONDITIONS IN THE AREA~ 

. CERTAINLY THESE PEOPLE SHOULD BE ACCORDED ALL THEY ARE 
ENTITLED TO UNDER THE DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH tHEY 
FIND THEMSELVES. ' 
2. (S) I HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF THE RECENT SECURITY MEASURES YOU 
HAVE TAKEN IN COORDINATION WITH GENERAL TOAN WHICH I ENTHUS-
I A ST ICAlL Y E NO OR SE ~ WE MUST 1 NVEST WHATEVER 1 S NECESSARY TO 
ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THIS VENTURE ON A CONTINUING BASIS. WE 
CANNOT FAIL. I KNOW YOU SHARE MY VIEWS ON THIS IMPORTANT 
PROJECT AND I LOOK TO YOU T.O BRING TOGETHER ALL THE AGENCIES 
INVOLVED IN MAKING THIS AFFAIR A SUCCESSFUL AND GOING CONCERN. 
MY STAFF STANDS READY TO ASSISTt YOU AT ANY TIME. WARM-REGARDS. 
GP-4 
200 

NNNN ) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 191055Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO CG AMERICAL DIVISION CHL RVN
ZEM
SECRET
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN GETTYS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
BATANGAN RESETTLEMENT AREA (U)
1. (S) AS YOU ARE AWARE I AM PARTICULARLY CONCERNED THAT WE TAKE
ADEQUATE MEASURES TO ENSURE PROPER TREATMENT AND SECURITY
FOR THE CIVILIANS RESETTLED IN THE BATANGA N PENINSULA. ONCE
HAVING MADE THE DECISION TO MOVE THEM BACK INTO THE AREA -IN A
SENSE A MODEL AREA-- IT BEHOOVES US NOW TO DEMONSTRATE TO ALL
CONCERNED, FRIENDLY AND VC ALIKE, THAT WE REALLY MEAN BUSINESS
BY DEED AS WELL AS WORD. THE VC CANNOT BE PERMITTED TO INTIMI-
DATE THE PEOPLE IN THE RESETTLEMENT AREA NOR CAN WE STAND
STILL FOR LESS THAN ADEQUATE LIVING CONDITIONS IN THE AREA.
CERTAINLY THESE PEOPLE SHOULD BE ACCORDED ALL THEY ARE
ENTITLED TO UNDER THE DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THEY
FIND THEMSELVES.
2. (S) I HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF THE RECENT SECURITY MEASURES YOU
HAVE TAKEN IN COORDINATION WITH GENERAL TOAN WHICH I ENTHUS-
IASTICALLY ENDORSE. WE MUST INVEST WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO
ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THIS VENTURE ON A CONTINUING BASIS. WE

CANNOT FAIL. I KNOW YOU SHARE MY VIEWS ON THIS IMPORTANT
PROJECT AND I LOOK TO YOU TO BRING TOGETHER ALL THE AGENCIES
INVOLVED IN MAKING THIS AFFAIR A SUCCESSFUL AND GOING CONCERN.
MY STAFF STANDS READY TO ASSIST YOU AT ANY TIME. WARM REGARDS.

GP-4
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• 
ZEM ,::(. ~ ", . 
TOP'S E C RET SECTION ONE OF TWO 
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON . 
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 
QUOTE 
o 042339Z 
I'M CG I II MAl' 
10 COMUSNACV 
ZE~i 
TOP SEC REI EYES ONLY SECTION ONE'OF TWO 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
A. MAC 4006 ~O 291213Z MAR69 i 

1. THIS ~£SPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT TH~ PROBLEMS WE HAVE 
CREATED FOR IHE EivEMY BY OUR INTERDICT ION OF' THE ASHAU VALLEY, 
AND RAISING IHE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE-E~wTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE 
ENEMY·S SOUTHERN LOC l[~ THE SA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY 
YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILTY AND 
POSSIBLE.IIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS 
CONVEY MY VIEWS. 
2. AT THE OUISET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFVORT IS DtSIRABLE. I SHARE 
YOUR INTEREST IN THl!: WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL 
ALTERNATIvE. HIS RECE~I LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN 
WESI~RN QUANG TRI A~D THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK 
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIf3ItITY OF 
THE IERRAI~ AROU~D BA 614 A~D KHAM DUC MAKE THAI A MOSILIKELY PROS­
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECONEFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED 
MIXED RESULTS. SItvCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTO 
RECCE SORIIES INTO THAI AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED 
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICAWCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES 
SIGWIFICAHT RESULTS A~D RECENI PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS 
INTO AND AROUND KHAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE.HWEATHER, 
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETA1LED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 
GIVE THE AREA, SHJCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE 'RISING El~EMY ACTIVITY. 
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS FLOW~ DURI~G MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS 
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND ZC 0112. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS 
A ROAD 
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. 'SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUIS ON 11, 17, 
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLaD THE FOLLOWI~G DAY. LAST YEAR A 
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER 
FIRE A~D ONE IhSERTED AT ZC 015095' ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO 
HEAVY GROUi@ FIRE. L\J VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I 
CONSIDaR THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOtE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT 
EFFORT i~EC~SSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE 
ENEMY IS ACTUALLY DOI~G, WHERE HE IS, A~D WHAT H~ HAS IN THE WAY 
Qf F0ItCES AwD SUPPLIES ltv THE TARGET AREA. ONGE THIS IS D. TiJUU 

TO INVEST THE ~i:CISSAiY FOleE TO DISTR~l'. 
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P 2106452
FM C6 III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
T 0 E R T SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
QUOTE
0 042339Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
T 0 P S E C R E T EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
A. MAC 4006 E0 291213Z MAR69
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE
CREATED FOR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY,
AND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE-EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE
ENEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY
YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILTY AND
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS
CONVEY MY VIEWS.
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFFORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN
WESTERN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIBILITY OF
THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 614 AND KHAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS-
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTO
RECCE SORTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS
INTO AND AROUND KHAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. HWEATHER,
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO
GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY.
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND ZC 0112. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS
A ROAD
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11, 17,
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE FOLLOWING DAY. LAST YEAR A
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE
ENEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAY
OF FORCES AND SUPPLIES IN THE TARGET AREA. ONCE THIS IS DETERMINED

PREPARED TO INVEST THE NECESSARY FORCE TO DISTRUPT THE
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3. I CONSH),Eft !JUT A PJU!:EMPTIVli: OPEiATION IN Sllll1GHL III THE BA 614/ 
DAft, Due A,JU:A 18 FEASIBLE. I T141NK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATIOff 
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE 
REMOTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS; 
THE UNCERTAI~LY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY IHERE;HAND OF THE THINNING 
OF MY FORCES THAI WILL 8E CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE 
REQUIRES FOR THIS OPERATION. Ii~ ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE 
OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAvE 
COI1JSIDERED TtiE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS Ai'iD FORESEE 1~0 INSURMOUiIIT-
A~l,.E-= PJ!O~k1;:1J-!~~~_..:., __ ,,~· :_ .. ".,._ - . .; _-'-~,,~c.'''''''_<. ,c,·_· ~. ~~" '----~_' ----------', -.~,~~ " -, '. 

A. THE TERRAII~ IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE 
PLATEAU FROM II CIZ TO THE DMZ, WHERi WE OPERATE AS A MATTER of 
ROUTINE. ' 
B. ALTHOUGH THE W~ATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS PREDICTED , 
TO IMPEDE OPERAT I01VS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT wEATHER TO BE A 
S£RIOUS LIMITliliG FACTOR. 
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF rHt OPERATION WILL BE 

, CHALLENGING, BUI NOT 10 THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A 
DISQUALIFYING F~CTOR. . . 
D. BECAUSE OUR II~r£LLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER­
ATION SHOULD BE IWITIAtED 'WITH A RECONNAISSA~CE EFFORT OF SEVERAL 
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPEivDING UPON WHAT THE REC9l~ REVEALED. 
THE EFFORT WOULD CO~CENTRAT~ ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY 
HEAVILY ON THE DELTA FORCE AND CCN PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOuR 
CONTINUED ASSTANCE I~ KEEPING DELIA FORCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THE 
DELTA FORCE AND PRIORITY cct~ PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELEMEiH HJ THE, 
F~ASIBILITY OF THE CO~CEPT. 
i. FROM THt: STAj~DPOIi~T qF TROOP AVAILABILITY, 1 EST-IMATE THAT 
THIS OPERATION AI ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM 
AMiRICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE 
HAS PROGR2SSED FAR BJOUGH TO PERMIT HIN TO MAKi A HARD APPRAISAL OF 
IIi£ ACT UAL 51 TUAT IOi~. COi~SIDERING THE PRESEiH TEMPO OF OPERATIOi;JS IN 
QUA~G NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIu AND 
THE EXTi~DED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE NORTH, THE DNLY COMMAND 
WHICH COULD BE CO~SIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORcES IS 
THE 101ST. WHILE II, 100, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTI~G 
~ERAlI0NS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE 

! AT THE PRESE1~r TIME. TO TAP THE 101ST TO LVJ!::!:,;r THE REQUIREMENT OF' A 
SECOIW BRIGADE FOR I~TRODUCTION HJIO THE OBJECTIVi AREA wqULD, I 
BELIEVE, OVER-EXTEI'~D I II MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARG IN. THIS, cOrvlBI NED 
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSIO~ UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 10151 
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF A~ ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III 

, flJAF. EVEN WITH Alii ADDITIOfvAL BRIGADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OF 
MY PRESE~T FORCES WILL BE NEC~SSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN 
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE 
ASSIGNEMTN OF A~ ADDITIO~AL BRIDADE. 
900 
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3. I CONSIDER THAT A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN STRENGTH IN THE BA 614/KNAM DUC AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATIONTHAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE
REMOTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS;THE UNCERTAINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; HAND OF THE THINNING
OF MY FORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE
REQUIRES FOR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE
OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVECONSIDERED THE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AND FORESEE NO INSURMOUNT-ABLE PROBLEM.
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIREPLATEAU FROM II CTZ TO THE DMZ, WHERE WE OPERATE AS A MATTER OF
ROUTINE.
B. ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS PREDICTEDTO IMPEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A
SERIOUS LIMITING FACTOR.
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BE
CHALLENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A
DISQUALIFYING FACTOR.
D. BECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER-ATION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE RECON REVEALED.THE EFFORT WOULD CONCENTRATE ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY
HEAVILY ON THE DELTA FORCE AND CCN PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOURCONTINUED ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELITA FORCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THEDELTA FORCE AND PRIORITY CCN PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELEMENT IN THE
FEASIBILITY OF THE CONCEPT.
E. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF TROOP AVAILABILITY, I ESTIMATE THATTHIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCEHAS PROGRESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OFTHE ACTUAL SITUATION. CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV ANDTHE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE NORTH, THE ONLY COMMANDWHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORCES ISTHE 101ST. WHILE IT, TOO, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE
AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF ASECOND BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I
BELIEVE, OVER-EXTEND III MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, COMBINEDWITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO IIIMAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OFMY PRESENT FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE
ASSIGNEMIN OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE.
900
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TOP SEC RET FI~AL SECTION OF TWO 
FOR LTGEb BUSE FROM LIGE~ NICKERSON 
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFORr'ljATIO(~. 
o 042339Z 
FM CG III MAF 
TO COMUS{l!ACIJ 
ZEM 
TOP S ~ C RET tYES ONL~ FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATIDN IS BOTH FEASIBLE 
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND 
CONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF 
THE LOAD. BASED O~ PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LTGEN 
LAM TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST OwE BATTALION TO THE OPERATION, 
HOPEFULLY MOR~. THE PRECISE SIZ~, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT, 
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD ~EGOIATE WITH LTGEN LAM AT A LATER 
DATE, TAKI£~G INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS 
ELSEWH£REI~ ICTZ AS, FORCES ARE DEPLO~ED TO THE KHAN DUC AREA. 
4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KhOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM 
DUCAREA, THE PAC!!:, SCOPE A!vD ORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR COMBAT 
EFFORT WOULD DEPEi'lD Diu OUR INITIAL CONCERT'!!:D RECON[~AISSANcE PHASE. 
FOR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN 
THE II~I~G. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELIA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH 
FROM CASS PARK TO I~ITIATE THEIR OPERATIONS I~ KAM DUC AREA ON 1 
MAY. THE FACILIT IES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING AlvALYZED 
I~ DETAIL TO SELECT O~E WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLi FOR COLOCATION OF 
BOTH THE DtLTA FORCES AND ceN MOBILE LAUi·.CH TL!:AM. CONSIDERING THE 
RECON~AISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER 
Q1 NOt TO EXPAivD IHt OPERAtI01~, I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING 
PERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCiNTRATED RECON 
EFFORT DEVELOPED HARD AND EXPLOITABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE 
r WOULD I~IIIAIE A-3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY 
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS lriIO THE OLD KHAM DUC BASE AREA TO 
ESTABLISh A~ FOB A~D CONDUCT S~CURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE 
VICINITY. I ANTICIPATE THAT ABOUT TWO WEEKS 

. WOULD BE REQUIRED Ie MAKE KHAN DUC A FUNCT IONS FOB CAPABLE OF SUP­
P6RTING A TOTAL OF 6 INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTALIONS, AND 

. APPROPRIATE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN 'INTRODUCE THE 
A.DDITOLVAL cor-18AT ELEMENTS OF Ai'lOIHER .BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE AccELER-

! ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEvELOPMENT OF 
THE SITUATION. WE COULD CONCLUDE THE OP£RATIOiv AT T1ilS JUfIJCTURE, BuT 
I WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM 

I KHAM Due, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SOtvG CAL ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE wEST. 
I cONCURREfHULY, I WOULD TASK THE 1 ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH' COORDINATED 
, A .fROM nUl: EAST "!-Iii AT iLK,AST 
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P 2106452
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
T 0 P E T FINAL SECTION OF TWO
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
0 042339Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
TPSECRET EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO
F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND
CONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LIGEN
LAM TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE BATTALION TO THE OPERATION,
HOPEFULLY MORE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT,
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGOIATE WITH LIGEN LAM AT A LATER
DATE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS
ELSEWHERE IN ICTZ AS. FORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA.
4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM
DUC AREA, THE PACE, SCOPE AND ORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR COMBAT
EFFORT WOULD DEPEND ON OUR INITIAL CONCERTED RECONNAISSANCE PHASE.
FOR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN
THE TIMING. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH
FROM CASS PARK TO INITIATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA ON 1

MAY. THE FACILITIES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED
IN DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR COLOCATION OF
BOTH THE DELTA FORCES AND CCN MOBILE LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE
RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER
OR NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERATION, I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING
PERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON
EFFORT DEVELOPED HARD AND EXPLOITABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC BASE AREA TO
ESTABLISH AN FOB AND CONDUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY. I ANTICIPATE THAT ABOUT TWO WEEKS
WOULD BE REQUIRED TO MAKE KHAM DUC A FUNCTIONS FOB CAPABLE OF SUP-
PORTING A TOTAL OF 6 INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTALIONS, AND
APPROPRIATE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN INTRODUCE THE
ADDITOWAL COMBAT ELEMENTS OF ANOTHER BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER-
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE SITUATION. WE COULD CONCLUDE THE OPERATION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT
I WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM
KHAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAI ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE WEST.
CONCURRENTULY, I WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED
ATTACK 112 FROM THE EAST WITH AT LEAST ONE REGIMENI. INIS

CONCLUDE LNDP
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~.- IN SUMMAi(Y, 1 i,;UIiI;:'.LUl!.S'l H n,{l!.-1:!.-::I'l::-:~-;-l-j.i.V:-;";J:.;:-, -:"fJ-:-:-y=J:.";"';J1""A'A·...--r n'm-nrlHEt1A -~-
6Lt/XHAM IHJC AREA Borw DESIR4BLE Aim FEASIBLE, ASSUM1NG DELIA 
FORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN 
ADDITIO~AL BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL 
SHIFT It;) CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE 
OPERATrOrJ Oiv 1 MAY. 1 HAVE: DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL 
WITH CHARLIE GETTYS, A~D HOLD HIS' PROPOSED qONCEPT A~D OPERATION ' 
PLAW, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLAhNING. 1 wOULD 
BE PLEASED TO DISIUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESEivT A 
BRIEFING AT A TIME A • .JD PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE. 
UNQUOTE . 
2. (S) GEN ABRAMS VISITED ICTZ ~N 14 APR 69. WHILE AT HQ 
III [flAF,. COMUSMACV RECEIVED A JOHvI III MAl' - AMERICAL DIV 
SRIl::FIlvG ,ON THE PROPOSED OPERATION IH WESTERN QUA1~G TIN 
PROVINCE. AMERICAL DIV PRESE~TED A FOUR PHASE OPERATION, 
FOLLOWING THE CONCEPT DISCUSSED HI PARA 1. PHASE r IS 
RECON~AISSA~CE BY CCN A~D PROJECT DELTA. PHASE II IS A 
ONE BRIGADE OP~RArION 'AROUND KHAM DUC AND PHASE III 
EXPANDS THE OPERATION TO THE SOUTH, USING A TWO BRIGADE 
FORCE. PHASE IV PROVIDES-FOR OPERATIONS FROM SOUTH AND 
EAST BY AMERICAL DIV AND 1 ST £l1ARDIV ALONG AI~D INTO BA 112. 
SEN ABRAMS APPROVKED PHASE I TO BEGIN APPROXIMATELY 1 MAY 
AND PROJECT DELTA HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE. 
A COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION OF THIS RECONPHASE WILL BE 
MADE PRIOR ,TO THE COftlMIITMENT OF C'lAJOR FORCES IN PHASE II. 
3. (0) I SHALL KE.£P YOU INFORMED.' ' 

SSO NOTE: D~LIVER DURlhG,DUTY HOURS. 
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, 
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5. IN SUMMARY, I CONSIDER H PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN THE BA
614/XHAM DUC AREA BOTH DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLE, ASSUMING DELIAFORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN
ADDITIONAL BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL
SHIFT IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THEOPERATION ON 1 MAY. I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAILWITH CHARLIE GETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PROPOSED CONCEPT AND OPERATION
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULDBE PLEASED TO DISIUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A
BRIEFING AT A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE.
UNQUOTE
2. (S) GEN ABRAMS VISITED ICTZ ON 14 APR 69. WHILE AT HQIII MAF, COMUSMACV RECEIVED A JOINT III MAF - AMERICAL DIV
BRIEFING ON THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN WESTERN QUANG TIN
PROVINCE. AMERICAL DIV PRESENTED A FOUR PHASE OPERATION,
FOLLOWING THE CONCEPT DISCUSSED IN PARA 1. PHASE I IS
RECONNAISSANCE BY CCN AND PROJECT DELIA. PHASE II IS A
ONE BRIGADE OPERATION AROUND KHAM DUC AND PHASE III
EXPANDS THE OPERATION TO THE SOUTH, USING A TWO BRIGADE
FORCE. PHASE IV PROVIDES FOR OPERATIONS FROM SOUTH AND
EAST BY AMERICAL DIV AND 1ST MARDIV ALONG AND INTO BA 112.
GEN ABRAMS APPROVKED PHASE I TO BEGIN APPROXIMATELY 1 MAY
AND PROJECT DELIA HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE.
A COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION OF THIS RECON PHASE WILL BE
MADE PRIOR TO THE COMMITTMENT OF MAJOR FORCES IN PHASE II.
3. (U) I SHALL KEEP YOU INFORMED.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS.

GP-1
900

NNVN

SACRE 22140

22/4/

EX

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
~-

• 
FIL.Et[)H 

f'1tOM 
e:G III MAtt" 

.RIAL. 
~1 .00)0 Z Ai.);~ 69 COPY. ~ Of' "'COPI!S R!CO 

DATE 1.-.vUItE IUeJ!CT 
FOR BG[1'4 BY AS, US At: 

• DATI a •• NATURE . 

sis COpy 2-,...4 or- , COPIES r 

COpy £; OF 6 CG)P I II 
t--------i--

COpy 6 OF , COIDIES I 

. RECORD OF DI'SCLOSURE 
, . EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL
CCN:068/OUT FILE:DH

DATEFROM
CG 111 MAF 21 APR 69

SERIAL #

COPY# 2 OF 6 COPIES218030Z APR 69 RECD
SUBJECT

SIGNATUREDATE FOR BGEN BYAS, USAF

4121
DATE SIGNATURE

12)

s/s COPY 2-3-4 OF 6 COPIES

00$
Plans

COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES
COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT
SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD
STATE COME CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL

00 RUSDTH
DE RUSVD B 2898 1110039
ZNY CCCCC
02100302 APR 69 ZFF-1
FM CG III MAF DING RVN
TO R USDT I T T A SK FORCE ALPHA NAKHON PHANOM THAI
BT
C 0 F I D CENTIAL
FOR BGEN D YAS USAF FROM LIGEN NICKERSON, USMC
VISIT TO TASK FORCE ALPHA (U)
1. REQ CONCURRENCE FOR VISIT 29 APR 69 TO TASK FORCE ALPHA FOR FOL
PARTY:
LIGEN H. NICKER SO N, JRo , CG III MAF
BGEN We Ka BENNETT, DC/S, PLANS, III MAF
BGE.N G.E. DOOLEY, C/S® III MAF
LTCOL J.W. STEMPLE, STAFF SECRETARY. III MAF
CAPT L.H. ANDERSON AIDE DE CAMP. III MAF
2. ALL MBRS PARTY CERTIFIED TOP SECRET CLEARANCE.
3. TENTATIVE IT I NER ARY:

ARR LOCATIONDEPART A/C
290930H DANANG AB I-39

2909351 2915301 NAKHON PHANOM T-39
291735 H DANANG AB T-39
GP-4
BT
2898

HAS BEEN SENT

CONFIDENTIAL
111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COPY 2 OF C COPIES

# 42
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~. • • MARI~~Ag~~.15n~ FO. -' !",. 

UNCLASSIFIED CCN:069/oUT FILE:DH mMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68) 
OPERATION CODE FROM JDATE 

X- ORIGINATOR CG III MAF 21 APR 69 A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C-COMMENT IRECOMMENDATION SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE 
1- I NFDRMAT ION 

P11120Z APR 69 iCOPY# 1.. OF )p COPIES RECD S SIGNATURE 

SECTION CO~ 
DATE INITIAL 

SUBJECT 
ROUTE 

IN OUT FOR LTGEN CHAE FROM LTGEN N I CKER~ ON 
1/ _ CG I '", Ii .. 114 1// REMARKS 
.,:( DCG Y ~ I~I Y"'~ sis J 

DCG AIR 
t , /OR I G: 

REL: . CG -:3 CIS :I I L j f __ 
~ DC/S ~ II./Ib 11/~~ ~;;J.# ) 

'ilL 

Dc/S OM I' ·r 

J SIS Z- V'/7z"'" Y4Il Il. ~ ~ 
G-I '/ I 
G-2 
G-3 
G-4 
G-5 

G-6 

ADJ 

CAP 
CHAP 

COMP 
CORDS 
DENT 

:lIBITRANS 

ENGR 

FOODS 
HSSCO 

INSP 
ISO 

LEGAL 

MTO 

MED 

OPANAL 

ORO 

PMO 

~ 
POSTAL 

PROTO 
PSYOPS 

REPRO 

SPL SERV 

SUPPLY I 

sac t:' [r"'~ t: J'" 

<1(:1 ~1 ;1 Ie' :. 
",'. ~ 'It'ef; ~l \ lit? 0 [[ N SEN T 

(USE RE F-OR.AODITIONAL-SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE UNCLASSIFIEQ4;;f 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
MARINE AMPL.BIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED CCN:069/OUT FILE DH
IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X- ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAF 21 APR 69A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE
1- INFORMATION

COPY# 2 OF 6211120Z APR 69-SIGNATURE COPIES RECD
DATE SUBJECTSECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL

FOR LTGEN CHAE FROM LTGEN NICKERSONIN OUT

Pn
t 230full4

CG REMARKS
DCG 23 Apr ORIG: s/sDCG AIR

REL: CG3 IC/S

1/20
4/20

DC/S H
DC/S DM

4/12
M12

IS/S

G-1

G-2

G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP
CORDS
DENT

EMB/TRANS
ENGR
FOODS
HBS CO
INSP
ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
REPRO
SPL SERV
SUPPLY
s&c

FOR

HAS BEEN SENT
(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE
UNCLASSIFIED

#43
DECLASSIFIED



DATE 

_91').2-

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

II 

I 

! 

I 

.' I 

sis 

! 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ~-

.. , ~jt~J915--9LQ\[f FILE:OH 
,,' " , " 

~~ID)M eG til MAr 
~~~~~UU~~ 

;S~~ij~lll 
11120Z APR 69 cOPV~ J. OFt, COPIES I"IECEIVED 

.. ~ fiR t'~~ rlL ~UpJ(E~u Iv:I ,1JJ811'8 \ 
c;.;;: I"" 1lI""" wr.'M: ' i ... ,,:~ Ln~E!\I ~HAf! FROM LiGE!,: NICKERSON 

.. .- ~I " 
I [Q)b\u~ I ~~GN&luU~~ 

II I 

II I 

II II 

II 
I 

J I r I 

~ I 

II . II 

\ 1\ I 

IB 
II I 

II I 

COpy 2 .... 3 .. 4 OF 6 COPtES I I 

COpy 5 Of 6 COPIES I I -

I I 
Copy 6 0' 6 COPIES 

~~((;~ ~[E~~ID)U\lJ ~~ID) ~~U\lJ[Q)l~ uM~ ~uu~((;~(E[QJ [QJOCIlJM~~u 

~~~ll ;Sij~U\lJ u~ij~ ~(EC©~fQl 

HAS BEEN SENl 
DECLASSIFIED 

I 

" 

I 

< 

, 

, 

DECLASSIFIED

UN AS

CCN:969/OUT FILE:DH

FROM
CG 111 MAF

DATE SIGNATURE
SERIAL

COPYX 20F6 COPIES RECEIVED211120Z APR 69

MELPAND

SUBJECT
4122 LIGEN CHAE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

DATE SIGNATURE

s/s COPY 2-3-4 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD
UNCLAS

HAS BEEN SENT

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

'. • • 

. - ~.-- '". ~-

, ,", 'PTlUZVUW-RJiMP1AFA~334, 111112d"UUUU"'~RHM~M\lARUMHGKAQ ," 
ZftR UUUUU' ,":' , ' " ' 
P' 2H129Z:I\PR S~ ZFF-l " 
FMCGIIIMAF ONGRVN " , ' 

,I,ORHMSMVA/CG,'R6~,.F()RCES 'VNSGN \IN' 
',~,NF,O,RUMHGKA/CG 2.L~,O'ROi\[l1CdO~, l'iu! AN 
tit ",' '" ,,", ' ,'," ' , " ,:,,' '" 
UNCL,AS FORLIGii~, CnAt: FRuM, L.!Gii:N NICKI!:n50N '~'",' "', " 

, l~ON- T liE oeCAS IIJ-1Il Or YOUit ,JIiPARI IJRIi FROM V Il::INAM AND ON " 

'\' .. 

BEiiALFOi ALl. FREE WORLD FuRCES INTtiii: lCIZ, Pl.C:ASE ACCEPT 
. MYHEARTf'EI./I APPREC1AT .lOit fOR YOUR UNSt.l.F lSI{ AND DED1.CA TiD ' 

SERVICEJ;N ASS~lsrlruG1N ~lOLDU\I~ OUR 'COMdli~ED FO,RCESJru1'O, tHE 
EFFEC11vt FoRci.'lN' ARMSIHAI IT I., tODAV .. VOUrt IMSP!RING ,,' 
LEADERSHIP CONTRIBUlr.DGR'EATL'lf .IJ THE MANY SUCCESSES WE AND 
'YOUR SECOND ROK MARhlECORPS oRl~ADt. HAVE ACHIEVED' IN ' 
COMaATtlNGl'HE INSuRG~NT VliU CUII!~ AlllD (IJ\JA FORC~S HI DEFENSE 
OF ,1 Ht:REPl.JbLICOF VlIiIN'AM.,···, _.... . .'. .' .....•... 
2.1 SINCERELY REGRET THAT YOUVHE.L.IC~ PIER ACC!Df:;Nl'PrlECUJDEO' 
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FAREWEl.L VISIT TaouR Flc.LDFvRCfo,s H~Rt: IN ICIZa 
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, '.' CONS! Ain REMINDER Of! HI:: CONT:UIUIN BATtL.E vErREt:. ME!~ A'GA~NS.I . 
r· .··COMMUNist AGGRESSION;, .,' . -: . 

,'4,. I wISH YOU A SPEEDYRJiC0VE.R't AN'DTHe. VERY tiES! 1M YOUR NEW '. 
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UNCLAS FOR LIGEN CHAE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM AND ON
BEHALF OF ALL FREE WORLD FORCES IN THE ICIZ, PLEASE ACCEPT
MY HEARTFELT APPRECIATION FOR YOUR UNSELFISH AND DEDICATED
SERVICE IN ASSISTING IN MOLDING OUR COMBINED FORCES INTO THE
EFFECTIVE FORCE IN ARMS THAT IT IS TODAY. YOUR INSPIRING
LEADERSHIP CONTRIBUTED GREATLY IO THE MANY SUCCESSES WE AND
YOUR SECOND ROK MARINE CORPS BRIGADE HAVE ACHIEVED IN
COMBATTING THE INSURGENT VIET CUNG AND NVA FORCES IN DEFENSE
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM.
2. I SINCERELY REGRET THAT YOUV HELICUPTER ACCIDENT PRECLUDED
YOUR BEING WITH US TODAY. I KNOW AND APPRECIATE THE DISAPPOINT-
MENT YOU MUST FEEL IN NOT DEING ABLE IU ACCOMPLISH YOUR PLANNED
FAREWELL VISIT TO OUR FIELD FORCES HERE IN ICTZ.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2994 UNCLAS
3. I HUMBLY ACCEPT THE CHUNG MU AWARD OF YOUR COUNTRY. I WILL
WEAR IT PROUDLY AS A BOND OF CUMRALSHIP IN- ARMS AND AS A
CONSTANT REMINDER OF THE CONTINUING BATTLE OF FREE MEN AGAINST
COMMUNIST AGGRESSION.
4. I WISH YOU A SPEEDY RECOVERY AND THE VERY BEST IN YOUR NEW
AND CHALLENGING ASSIGNMENT. LIGEN NICKERSON SENDS.
BT
2994
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LTGEN NICKERSO-N SENDS FOR MGEN SIMPSON AND MGEN GETTYS 
OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY 
A. CG III PlAF 251308Z APR69 
1. AS YOU ARE AWARE ON 14 APRIL SEN ABRAMS APPROVED PHASE 1 
OPERATIONS FOR PIERCE VALLEY WHICH PROVIDES FOR IN COUNTRY 
RECONNAISSANCE IN THE KHAM DUC-BA 614 AREAS; OUT OF COUNTRY 
RECONNAISSANCE IN ADJACENT AREA IN LAOS; LOGISTIC PREPARATIONS 
AND PRELIMINARY ACTIONS BY AMERICAL DIV. COVER AND DECEPTION 
MEASURES WERE ALSO PLANNED TO COVER PREPARATORY TROOP MOVES 
AND LOOISTICS BUILDUP. 
2. REF A IS FOR COVER AND DECEPTION PURPOSES ONLY. ACCORDINGl.Y 

REQUEST ONLY FOLLOW ING ACTIONS BE IMPLEMENTED TO ADD CREDENCE 
TO COVER PLAN OUTLINED REF A. 

A. FIRST MARDIV: 
(1) PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHltG FOB FOR PROJEct 

DELTA VIC AN HOA COMBAT BASE. 
(2) CONTINUE RECON EFFORT IN BA 112. 
(3) IN ITHIN AVAILABl.E ASSETS CONDUCT PERIODIC VR FLIGHTS 

OF BA 112 DURING NEXT TWO WE~KS TO INDICATE INCREASED INTEREST 
I N THAT AREA. 

B. AMER I CAl. D IV: --- __ 
IMPLEMENT MEASURES OUTl.INED PARA 2B REF A AS DEEMED 

APPROPRIATE AND CONSISTENT WITH ACTUAL REPEAT ACTUAL OPERATIONS 
PLANNED FOR THOSE AREAS. 
3. OPORDER GOVERNING ACTUAL EMPLOYMENT OF PROJECT DELTA TO BE 
ISSUED 1 MAY 1969. 
4. 1 WISH TO RE-EMPHASIZE THAT PROVISIONS OF REFA ARE ONLY. 
FOR COVER AND DECEPTION PURPOSES", ONLY THOSE TASKS OUTLINED 
HEREIN NEED BE ACCOMPbISHED. AMPLIFYING INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING 
AC,TUAL OPERATIONS TO BE CONDUCTED I.N SUBSEQUENT PHASES OF PIERCE 
VALl.EY WILL BE ISSUED AT SUCH TIME AS INTELLIGENCE PICTURE 
IN KHAM DUC/BA 614 AREA 15 CLARIFIED. 
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LTGEN NICKERSON SENDS FOR MGEN SIMPSON AND MGEN GETTYS
OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY
A. CG III MAF 251308Z APR 69
1. AS YOU ARE AWARE ON 14 APRIL GEN ABRAMS APPROVED PHASE I
OPERATIONS FOR PIERCE VALLEY WHICH PROVIDES FOR IN COUNTRY
RECONNAISSANCE IN THE KHAM DUC-BA 614 AREAS; OUT OF COUNTRY
RECONNAISSANCE IN ADJACENT AREA IN LAOS; LOGISTIC PREPARATIONS
AND PRELIMINARY ACTIONS BY AMERICAL DIV. COVER AND DECEPTION
MEASURES WERE ALSO PLANNED TO COVER PREPARATORY TROOP MOVES
AND LOGISTICS BUILDUP.
2. REF A IS FOR COVER AND DECEPTION PUR POSES ONLY. ACCORDINGLY
REQUEST ONLY FOLLOWING ACTIONS BE IMPLEMENTED TO ADD CREDENCE
TO COVER PLAN OUTLINED REF A.

A. FIRST MARDIV:
(1) PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHING FOB FOR PROJECT

DELTA VIC AN HOA COMBAT BASE.
(2) CONTINUE RECON EFFORT IN BA 112.
(3) WITHIN AVAILABLE ASSETS CONDUCT PERIODIC VR FLIGHTS

OF BA 112 DURING NEXT TWO WEEKS TO INDICATE INCREASED INTEREST
IN THAT AREA.

B. AMERICAL DIV:
IMPLEMENT MEASURES OUTLINED PARA 2B REF A AS DEEMED

APPROPRIATE AND CONSISTENT WITH ACTUAL REPEAT ACTUAL OPERATIONS
PLANNED FOR THOSE AREAS.
3. OPORDER GOVERNING ACTUAL EMPLOYMENT OF PROJECT DELTA TO BE
ISSUED 1 MAY 1969.
4. I WISH TO RE-EMPHASIZE THAT PROVISIONS OF REF A ARE ONLY
F OR COVER AND DECEPTION PURPOSES. ONLY THOSE TASKS OUTLINED
HEREIN NEED BE ACCOMPLISHED. AMPLIFYING INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING
ACTUAL OPERATIONS TO BE CONDUCTED IN SUBSEQUENT PHASES OF PIERCE
VALLEY WILL BE ISSUED AT SUCH TIME AS INTELLIGENCE PICTURE
IN KHAM DUC/BA 614 AREA IS CLARIFIED.
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SUBJ: LOCATION OF CAMP CARROLL

to NO MATTER HOW HARD WE TRIED. WE CAN'T MOVE CAMP CARROLL.

IT'S STILL SOUTH OF RTE 9 so AS YOU REPORTED.
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GP-Q
BT
3836

HAS BEEN SENT

CONFIDENTIAL62 COPIESOFCOPY 491100/6 (3/68)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • ~, -c~_ HEAOQUITERS • m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE"~ -- ~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
OPERATION CODE 

X - ORIGINATOR 
A - ACTION I COGNIZANCE 
C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 
I - I NFORMATrON 

mMAF FORM 5216CREV3-68) 

FROM 
CG I" MAF 28 APR 69 

OF 4 COPIES RECO 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
DECLASSIFIED

281830th

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

28 APR 69CG 111 MAFX - ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE
1,2,3,C-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

1- INFORMATION 40 280600Z COPIES RECOOFCOPY#S SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE CONF I DENT IALIN OUT

4pm30 REMARKS /CG

7
DCG

DCG AIR

of2 C/S
D C/S

D C/S DM

4/18I
M

S/S
G-1
G-2

G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ

CAP
CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS

SUPPLY
s&c

CONFIDENTIALLY

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

'e 
... A ~- ~iJ 

() -2Bseeift ZYH'- .' 
Jl'M CG III MAr ._-
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. FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
t. ON THE ?4TH OF APR, MR. POCOCK, wHO WAS UNTIL RECENTLY THE _ 
AUSTRALIAN CHARGE DE AFFAIRES TO CAf'lBODIA, VISITED III MAF. MR. 
POCOCK ,,,IlL BE THE HEAD OR ASSISTANT HEAD OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR INDO.CHINESE AFFAIRS. HE 
IS CURRENTLY ON A TOUR OF VIETNAM, HAVING PREVIOUSLY TOURED., 
LAOS. WE BR IEF'ED HI M ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE 24TH OF" APR IL, 
AND THAT EVENING I HOSTED HIM FOR DINNER. . 
2. D UR ING A POST D HlNER D ISCUSS10N HE MADE A NUMBER OF 
INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA. 
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OF THE OBSERVATIONS, AS RECALLED BY THOSE 
PRESENT WITHOuT NOTE.TAKING, ARE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOwS: 

~. SIHANOUK HAS BASED EARLIER POLICY ~ND ACT ION ON BELIEF 
THAT uS ~JOULD 1!1ITHDRAW IN OEFEAT FROM StlN IN NEAR FUTURE. 

B.HIS ASSESSMENT HAS PROBABLY NOt~ CHANGED AND HE FEELS 
US wITHDRAWAL MAY NOT TAKE PLACE FOR SOME TIME. 

C.AS A RESULT., HE IS NOw PREPARED TO t.,ORK OUT AN 1M. 
PROVEMENT I N RELATIONS ttJITH "S., 

D., SIHANOttK VIEwS THIS AS"'PARTICnLARLY IMPORTA~J,T, 'AS HE 
DOES NOT WANT TO BE LEFT OUT OF REGIONAL SETTLEMENT TALKS 
WHICH M,~Y TAKE PLACE IN PARIS, AND BELIEVES THAT US SPONSOR. 
SHIP CAN BE HIS TICKET OF ADMISSION TO,PARIS TALKS. 

E~ HIS BASIC APPRECIATION OF' EVENTUAL COMMUNIST TAKEOVER 
IN SVN PROBABLY STILL STANDS, THEREFORE, BASIC REALIGNMENT OF 
HIS POLICY,IS UNLIKELY. 

F. ONE THING HE DOES FEAR IS N, VIETNAMESE VIRTUAL 
OCCUPATION OF" EASTERN PART OF CAMBOD IA. HE DOES NOT l#ORRY 
ABOUT THEM TAKING OVER COUNTRY. 

G. HE IS LIKELY TO VIEW PROVISION OF US AID AS HIS DUE, 
AND IS UNLIKElY TO MAKE ANY CONCESSION TO INDUCE OFFERS OR 
AS ",UID PH 0 QUO FOR AID. 

H. ARMS TRAFFIC TO SUPPORT VC/NVA IS COMING THROUGH THE 
PORT OF SIHANOtmVILLE. ITEMS ARE MOSTLY SMALL ·ARMS AND AMMO 
DESTINED FOR THE VC/NVA IN IV AND III CORPS. TH~RE IS NO CONCRETE 
EVIDENCE THAT SUCH ITEMS tl1ERE INTENDED TO, OR DID, REACH ENEMV 
UNITS AS FAR NORTH AS ICTZ. . 

I. THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY ORGANIZED POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION TO SIHANOUK •. HE HAS COUNTRY FIRMlY IN HIS CONTROL AND 
HAS NO NEED TO MM4EUVER FOR DOMESTlC POLITICAL GAIN. . __ 

J. PR IME MH!.tSl'ER SEEMS ·TO BE iMPLICATED II we ARMS Tft BE • 
• ' 51 ' ·'''fttS'EIlT WIrE (SIXTH; ITALIADI> IS IW~l 

fflF ".~'TS XI IS.AINI IS I C(B.TR'L .. ,~' "-&1 8r, 
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FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. ON THE 24TH OF APR, MR. POCOCK, WHO WAS UNTIL RECENTLY THE
AUSTRALIAN CHARGE DE AFFAIRES TO CAMBODIA, VISITED III MAF. MR.
POCOCK WILL BE THE HEAD OR ASSISTANT HEAD OF THE AUSTRALIAN
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR INDO.CHINESE AFFAIRS. HE
IS CURRENTLY ON A TOUR OF VIETNAM, HAVING PREVIOUSLY TOURED
LAOS. WE BRIEFED HI M ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE 24TH OF APRIL,
AND THAT EVENING I HOSTED HIM FOR DINNER.
2. DURING A POST DINNER DISCUSSION HE MADE A NUMBER OF
INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA.
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OF THE OBSERVATIONS, AS RECALLED BY THOSE
PRESENT WITHOUT NOTE-TAKING, ARE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS:

A. SIHANOUK HAS BASED EARLIER POLICY AND ACTION ON BELIEF
THAT US WOULD WITHDRAW IN DEFEAT FROM SVN IN NEAR FUTURE.

B. HIS ASSESSMENT HAS PROBABLY NOW CHANGED AND HE FEELS
US WITHDRAWAL MAY NOT TAKE PLACE FOR SOME TIME.

C. AS A RESULT, HE IS NOW PREPARED TO WORK OUT AN IM-
PROVEMENT IN RELATIONS WITH 11S.

D. SIHANOUK VIEWS THIS AS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT, AS HE
DOES NOT WANT TO BE LEFT OUT OF REGIONAL SETTLEMENT TALKS
WHICH MAY TAKE PLACE IN PARIS, AND BELIEVES THAT 11S SPONSOR-
SHIP CAN BE HIS TICKET OF ADMISSION TO PARIS TALKS.

E. HIS BASIC APPRECIATION OF EVENTUAL COMMUNIST TAKEOVER
IN SVN PROBABLY STILL STANDS, THEREFORE, BASIC REALIGNMENT OF
HIS POLICY IS UNLIKELY.

F. ONE THING HE DOES FEAR IS N. VIETNAMESE VIRTUAL
OCCUPATION OF EASTERN PART OF CAMBODIA. HE DOES NOT WORRY
ABOUT THEM TAKING OVER COUNTRY.

G. HE IS LIKELY TO VIEW PROVISION OF US AID AS HIS DUE,
AND IS UNLIKELY TO MAKE ANY CONCESSION TO INDUCE OFFERS OR
AS QUID PRO QUO FOR AID.

H. ARMS TRAFFIC TO SUPPORT VC/NVA IS COMING THROUGH THE
PORT OF SIHANOUKVILLE. ITEMS ARE MOSTLY SMALL ARMS AND AMMO
DESTINED FOR THE VC/NVA IN IV AND III CORPS. THERE IS NO CONCRETE
EVIDENCE THAT SUCH ITEMS WERE INTENDED TO, OR DID, REACH ENEMY
UNITS AS FAR NORTH AS ICTZ.

I. THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY ORGANIZED POLITICAL
OPPOSITION TO SIMANOUK. HE HAS COUNTRY FIRMLY IN HIS CONTROL AND
HAS NO NEED TO MANEUVER FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL GAIN.

J. PRIME MINISTER SEEMS TO BE IMPLICATED IN VC ARMS TRADE.
SINANOUK'S PRESENT WIFE (SIXTH; ITALIAN) IS INVOLVEDK.

OF COHORTS IN GAINING CONTROL OF MyC* OF
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-t~--RELATiOeIS BETWEEN SIFlANOUK' Arm HIS M0THER ARE Net' 
eL.03E; ,)!lftIMARY Jit!tA5$l1 IS PJQT1'{[R-S DISLIXE 0FPRE5Et'IT wIFE. 

, M. THEft! IS BO E'IDENCE OF T'fItE EXIST£NC'E OF A 5I6tUF leAN! 
ORGANIZED COMMUNIST PARTY IN CAMBOD IA. ,. . . 

N. POCOCK-S TRAVEL ,.,!THIN CAI'IBODIA "JAS SEVERELY RESTRICTED, 
PARTICULARLY IN 'PROVINCES ADJACENT TO SVN; ASREPRESENTATIVE OF 
AUSTR~.LIA ALSO REPRESENTING' US, HE DARED NOT PRESS THE MATTER TOO 
VIGO?OUSLY DUE TO VIRTUAL CERTAINTY OF SEING DECLARED PERSONA 
NON GRATA •. 

O. THE US B01,l,LES MISSION IN EARLY 19S8 li1AS EXPECTED TO 
FRODUCE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS, BUT ENDED· AS A GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT 
TO ALL. SUBSEQUENTLY, ONLY ONE OF THE US ·PACKAGES" OF' EVIDENCE 
"PROVING" VC/WA nSE OF' CAf1S0DIMJ TERRITORY SEEMED PERSUASIVE AND 
CONVI,NCING. THIS PACKAGE SEEMED TO "SHAKE~ SIHMJ~JttK. 

P. IT IS fIR. POCOCt<-S JUDGMENT THAT CAMBODIA CA.NNOT 
,SURV1VIE AS A NATION wITHOUT SIGNIFICANT EXTERNAL SUPPORT AND 

ASSISTANCE AND/OR AS PART OF' A 8ROADER REGIONAL ARRANGEMENT. 
Q. SIHANOUK WAS A CONSUMMATE HOST WHEN HE CHOSE TO BE. 

AT A'FFAIRS INVOLVING THE DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY, THE uNUSUAL 
REGIONAL GROUPINGS OF' PERSONNEL PERTAINED. SIHANOUK-S DANCE 
BA NO PtA YED FOR socr AL AFF' AIRS ,AND HE OFTEN ",OULD SING EVERY 
SONG FOR AS LONG AS FOUR HOuRS (2200-02C!J0). 
3. THESE INFORM~l VIEwS OF MR. POCOCK WERE DISCuSSED QUOTE 
OFF' THE RECORD UN~UOTE ,AND SHOULD BE CLOSELY HELD. 
GP-4 
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L. RELATIONS BETWEEN SINANOUK AND HIS MOTHER ARE NOT
CLOSE: PRIMARY REASON IS MOTHER'S DISLIXE OF PRESENT WIFE.

M. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF THE EXISTENCE OF A SIGNIFICANT
ORGANIZED COMMUNIST PARTY IN CAMBODIA.

N. POCOCK'S TRAVEL WITHIN CAMBOD IA WAS SEVERELY RESTRICTED,
PARTICULARLY IN PROVINCES ADJACENT TO SVN; AS REPRESENTATIVE OF
AUSTRALIA ALSO REPRESENTING US, HE DARED NOT PRESS THE MATTER TOO
VIGOROUSLY DUE TO VIRTUAL CERTAINTY OF BEING DECLARED PERSONA
NON GRATA.

0. THE US BOWLES MISSION IN EARLY 1968 WAS EXPECTED TO
PRODUCE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS, BUT ENDED AS A GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT
TO ALL. SUBSEQUENTLY, ONLY ONE OF THE US "PACKAGES" OF EVIDENCE
"PROVING" VC/NVA USE OF CAMBODIAN TERRITORY SEEMED PERSUASIVE AND
CONVINCING. THIS PACKAGE SEEMED TO "SHAKE." SIHANOUK.

P. IT IS MR. POCOCK'S JUDGMENT THAT CAMBODIA CANNOT
SURVIVIE AS A NATION WITHO SIGNIFICANT EXTERNAL SUPPORT AND
ASSISTANCE AND/OR AS PART OF A BROADER REGIONAL ARRANGEMENT.

D. SIHANOUX WAS A CONSUMMATE HOST WHEN HE CHOSE TO BE.
AI AFFAIRS INVOLVING THE DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY, THE INUSUAL
REGIONAL GROUPINGS OF PERSONNEL PERTAINED. SIHANOUR'S DANCE
BAND PLAYED FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS, AND HE OFTEN WOULD SING EVERY
SONG FOR AS LONG AS FOUR HOURS (2200-0200).
3. THESE INFORMAL VIEWS OF MR. POCOCK WERE DISCUSSED QUOTE
OFF THE RECORD UNOUOTE, AND SHOULD BE CLOSELY HELD.
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PITEZYUM RHMMAFA5051 1190022-EEE--RUHHFMA.
ZNY EEEEE
P 290022Z APR 69
FM CG 111 MAF DNG RVN
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FREEDOM HILL R&R/TRANSIENT CNTER AND BRIG

1. THE FOLLOWING DS AN UPDATE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION AT THE

SUBJECT FACILITIES. GEN YOUNGDALE WILL CONDUCT A CONFERENCE

TODAY TO ESTABLISH PRIORITIES OF EFFORT FOR RECONSTRUCTION

REQUIRED THROUGHOUT THE DANANG AREA. YOU HAVE BEEN KEPT

ADVISED OF THE GENERAL SITUATION, BUT I FELT YOU MIGHT WISH

SOME SPECIFIC INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE SUZJECT FACILITIES.

2. THE BR-16 HAS SUFFERED CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE AND EOD PERSONELL

HAVE GIVEN ITS CLEARANCE A HIGH PRIORITY so THAT PRECISE

RECONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS CAN BE DETERMINED AT THE

EARLIEST. PRISONERS (333) ARE CURRENTLY CONFINED AT FLC,

AND POW'S (32) ARE LOCKED UP AT NSA HOSPITAL. WE ANTICIPATE

DISPATCHING 39 GCM (DD OR BCD AACA) PRISONERS TO CONUS

WITHIN A FEW DAYS, AND ARE MAKING A MAXIMUM EFFORT TO HAVE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 5051 UNCLAS E F T 0

COMMANDERS RESTORE AS MANY AS PRACTICABLE TO DUTY.

3. THE NEW TRANSIENT BARRACKS WERE EITHER DESTOYED OR

RENDERED COMPLETELY UNSAFE FOR HABITATION, AND THEIR

CONDITION IS PROBABLY WELL BEYOND REPAIR. DEMOLITION

AND REBUILD APPEARS AS ONLY RECOURSE. THE R&R TERMINAL,

TRANSIENT TERMINAL AND LOUNGE SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE.

THEIR FUTURE CAN BE DECIDED ONLY BY THOROUGH ENGINEER

INSPECTION. ONLY LIGHT TO MODERATE DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED

BY THE MESSHALL AND THE OLD R&R BARRACKS WHICH INITIALLY

APPEAR TO POSSIBLY BE USEABLE WITH SOME REFURBBISHMENT.

4. AT FREEDOM HILL ALL BUILDINGS SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE.

IN MOST CASES, AT BEST ONLY THE FRAMES REMAIN AS SALVAGEABLE,

WITH ROOFS, SIDES AND MINOR FRAME MEMBERS BADLY

BATTERED AND BENT. EXCHANGE MERCHANDISE LOSS IS INITIALLY

ESTIMATED AI 75.000 DOLLARS. ENTIRE COMPLEX IS

UNUSABLE AND SECURED. TIMELY EVACUATION PREVENTED LOSS

OF LIFE, WHILE FLYING ORD NANCE AND SECURITY PREVENTED

ANY SIGNIFICANT PILFERAGE AT BOTH CENTERS.

5. R&R AND TRANSIENT OPERATIONS WERE MOVED YESTERDAY

AFTERNOON (27 APRIL) TO THE CHINA BEACH IN-COUNTRY
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 5051 UNCLAS E F T 0
R&R CENTER WHICH HAS HAD TO BE TAKEN OVER COMPLETELY
FOR THIS PURPOSE. NORMAL CAPACITY IS ABOUT 375, BUT
WE HAVE ADDED BUNKS, ARE PROVIDING EMERGENCY MESSING
AND WILL BE ABLE TO HANDLE UP TO 700 ON A SHORT-TIME
TEMPORARY BASIS. NSA HAS ALSO PROVIDED US 200 EMERGENCY
SPACES AT TIEN SHA. WE EXPECT ALL R&R AND
TRANSIENT FLIGHTS DEPARTING 29 APRIL AND THEREAFTER IO
BE PROCESSED, LOADED AND DESPATCHED ON SCHEDULE AND
WITHOUT DELAY. UNFORTUNATELY WE WERE UNABLE TO REACT
IN TIME TO: LOAD ONE EARLY R&R FLIGHT TO BANGKOK
THIS MORNING. WE ARE DEVELOPING THE EMERGENCY TEMPORARY
SITUATION AT CHINA BEACH WITH THE CONSIDERATION
THAT IT WILL HAVE TO BE OUR MAIN R&R AND TRANSIENT
FACILITY FOR 3 TO 4 WEEKS, AT LEAST, EVEN IF WE CAN
EXPEDITIOUSLY RESURRECT THE OLD BARRACKS AND MESSHALL
AT THE R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER AS A PART IAL CAPACITY.
THIS PRESENTS A MOST UNDESIREABLE SITUATION IN THAT
THE CHINA BEACH FACILITY IS SORELY NEEDED AS AN IN-
COUNTRY R&R SITE, AS WELL AS A DAYTIME RECREATION AREA.
I AM VERY CONCERNED OVER THE SERIOUS SHORTAGE OF SUCH

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 5051 UNCLAS E F I 0
SITES, NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE. WE ARE CONSIDERING
THIS SITUATION NOT ONLY FOR THE DANANG AREA, BUT FOR
DIVISION AREAS AS WELL. HOWEVER, THE MAIN CONCERN IS
THE DANANG AREA DUE TO ITS AFFILIATION WITH THE ENTREPOT
ACTIVITIES AT DANANG AB. WE WILL GIVE WIDEST CONSIDERATION
TO ALL FACETS OF THE PROBLEM. WE WILL EVEN GIVE CON-
SIDERATION TO MOVING THE FREEDOM HILL RECREATION COMPLEX,
R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER TO CHINA BEACH IF, AS WE SUSPECT AI
THIS EARLY STAGE, THE MAJORITY OF THOSE FACILITIES ARE
BEYOND SALVAGE. SUCH A DECISION HOWEVER COULD ONLY
FOLLOW A COMPLETE ENGINEER STUDY INCLUDING CONSIDERATION
OF SALVAGEABLE ASSETS (E.G. UNDERGROUND UTILITIES, GRAD-
ING, ETC.). WE WOULD DRASTICALLY EXPAND THE BEACH FRONT-
AGE TO CREATE AN IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER (WITH MACV AID);
BUT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDE ADEQUATE DAY FACILIT-
IES SINCE WE ARE DANGEROUSLY OVER-CROWED IN THIS CATEGORY
OF RECREATION FACILITIES. AT ANY EVENT, AS YOU CAN WELL
APPRECIATE, THE PRESENT EMERGENCY UTILIZATION OF THE
CHINA BEACH FACILITY IS STRICTLY A MAKE-SHIFT EMERGENCY
MEASURE. WE MUST FIND A MEANS TO RE-BUILD THE FREEDOM
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA 5051 UNCLAS EFTO
HILL RECREATION AND R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER COMPLEXES ASAP.
ON EITHER CURRENT SITES OR A NEW LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED.
THE NEED IS OBVIOUS AND URGENT, AND WE MAY NEED YOUR
HELP.
BT
5051
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ROUTE SECTION COOE 
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HEADQU TERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)

FROM DATEOPERATION CODE
291010Z APR 69CG 111 MAF* ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTRON DATEC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION 1,2,31- INFORMATION 2910102 4 COPIES RECCOPY# OFSIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
I INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE RESPONSE TO PRESIDENTIAL INTERESTOUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT is UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEETDC/S
DC/S PLAN

S/S
G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS

cy#
in ASP-1 file

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

Has CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL

PMO
sac
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C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIAL. I CONTROL DATE 
1t~.1 I - I NFI)RMATIOH ' 2f'f~"Z fcopl~ REC) S - SIG(\;ATURE COP'f* OF 

ROUTE 
DATE 

I IIJITIAL 
SUB.iECT 

f,M'tP'e1 SECTION CODE 
IN OUT RESPOHI' '0 PRf"O!NTtA~ 

CG REJilA~~ 
DCG (THIS DO ENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

DCG AIR, (MUST 8£ RETURNED 10 FORCE S8C W,T,;'N 
CIS ., DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/01SPOS-

, 

OC/S ,ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

otIS PLAN 

SIS 
G.i.1 

G-2 

6-3 

G-4 
G-5 
6-6 

CAP 

ADJ 
, 

CORDS 

~MB/TRANS 

ENGR 

Has CO 

INSP 

MTO 
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ORO ~ 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE?:

SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
FROMOPERATION CODE DATE

CG 111 MAF 2910152 APR 49x ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3I - INFORMATION 2912102 COPIES REC )COPY#S-SIGNATURE OF
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE RESPONSE TO PRESIDENTIAL INTERESTOUTIN

2CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC/S PLAN

S/S
G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
Hasco

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO
sac
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1. 2'11 lIZ l. YH 
fl"f CG 111 MAf 
T~ eG ''''PAC all .' 

.'1 
.-~.> ' _ 1 

s! Cit! T s[CTtOG ONE Of two 
fCR 1.TCit. SUSE FROM L.TGE~ nICKERSON 
i£SPOtJSi. TC PRESlbE~TlAl.. IfvTi.HEST QU£STIO~S COtiC£RtHNG 
t4\NA~C ASp... 1 flRt.. 
1. f"lACV [I!RECTU; THAT WE PROVIDE A~S,:liRS TO ~a\lE SPECIFIC 
J£QUIREl1E.NlS 10 Sf PASSED BY rlAcvto THt, NMCC INCIDtNT TO 
a\lEfUiC. Cr PR£5ItE'.f.T ~lXOt4 AT 291~i)iNC(a,C£fHdt<lG THE DANANG ASp... 1 
FIRE. ' 
f~.t\...CWlt.Ci ARE tHE STATED REQUIREMeNTS. 
QIATE: '1. A CCc\ClSE St;(iUErtC£ Of £VE.~TS. 
2. ITEMIZED L l~r H.C CF l..tSS£S AM) 1;A~Gf:. H~ClUIiE DOl.1.AR 
CCST .... HERE AV;\lLA.Z~t. 
3. A£(Y 01 ti.RE P~RT lCl.iLAR S COhSUlEREoJ INPORtA ST. 
4. lfijTER l~ tH:.!::·IJL r E Of H~VEST IGAT ! uN 1 ~ PH OOE.SS 1 N l£R ~5 
!.f CMJSi':, CORRECTIVE ACTIOf\ TA)(£.I'; AllD CTMtk PAfiTICULAR£ CONSIO­
ERED P£RTINf.: .. T. 
5. (;?[f{AT IONAL ~TATll!;,; OF S.A Sf, FACIt. IT U:S A"1) EFFEct Ot.i 
r-aSSION, (IfltiEfn,:: t~ NO CWtl\C£ to OUR PReVIOUS ~SP SlTREPS 
Iff. CAN !:G !:iTATE. 11\ OUR Rtf\. Y). U~UCTE. 
2. 1" RESPUbSE THE HLl..a¥lll/(; HAS SEEr\ TRAr~Sr,ITTEDI 
QUCilEt 
Z 2906"'2: 1\ At 69 
r-M CG III *,.A' 
T t Utii'] V cor'll! 5ftlACV Sf: h 
tr 
SEC R f. t SECT 10" Ot.iE OF TWe 
ATT": riAe\! CI'lL CTR 
PRESILi£HTlA~ 1I'tTf.REST - REPCRT ON AS~t FIRe 
~. lELECCNCCtt. riGGERS fiACV CMD CNTR 10 LieQL. 
ChAff~ti III PlAr coe. 
t. (C) CONCISE $i.QU£NCi:: 0, EVENTS. 
~. 27Ji.:;H IhUIAl. REPOOI iU.C:; IHAr fiRE OF U',I\ ORIGIN 
WfA:" CuT 0' COfiTRC1.. I~ 4SP-I. FIRE ftGHTlfi( EQUIP~".E;ffT· 
~t I1E..sPGNDED QUICkLY SUI Ct,VHiUSLY HAr';PtRED r;.y EXPLvOlNG 
AM~O A ~r;, hIe H WI M) S. 
~ 27 tlaeH [VACUA! 1(jt¥',01 EarN CIVlJ..IA ~ A NO MILITARY 
PiR50ltHEJ,. IN IrlMEDl~tE AREA BUllATED. 
c. fIRE srREAD RAPIDLY IN10 AS~l AS AMMO BEGAN E)i;o. 
PleDlNG. CA.,P "O"HAI (AT '~7Z6' REPORTEU O~ fIRE AT 
21 t I S2 ti. SOON T UiRi.A fTER POlDER ~AG S A NO \If P [xPt. 00£0 
CAuSING F'U'U. rt. SPREAD TO AF ASP un e03755). 
i:4t '\I.~W.l'lu", v; t.£AtiiY ARiAS <;ONTl~it; ~.PIClY iHIRIl(; 

fiOQ' ,nUCH eor.tR l6UTiii MTU tALLY to LOll 
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Z 291810Z ZYH
FM CG 111 MAF
TO C6 FMFPAC

SECRET
ZIA
S CRET SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR LICEN BUSE FROM LTGE # NICKERSON
RESPONSE TO PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST QUESTIONS CONCERNING
DANANG ASP-1 FIRE
1. MACV DIRECTED THAT WE PROVIDE ANSWERS TO SINE SPECIFIC
REQUIREMENTS TO BE PASSED BY MACV TO THE NMCC INCIDENT TO
ERIEFINC OF PRESIGENT MIXON AT 291900H CONCERNING THE DANANG ASP- I

FIRE.
FILLOWING ARE THE STATED REQUIREMENTS:
QUOTE: 1. A CONCISE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS.
2. ITEMIZED LISTING OF LOSSES AND DAMAGE. INCLUDE DOLLAR
COST HERE AVAILABLE.
3. ANY OTHERE PARTICULARS CONSIDERED IMPORTANT.
4. INTERIM RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION IN PROGESS IN TERMS
LF CAUSE, CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN AND OTHER PARTICULARS CONSID-
ERED PERTINEAT.
5. OPERATIONAL STATUS OF BASE FACILITIES AND EFFECT ON
MISSION, (IF THERE IS NO CHANCE TO OUR PREVIOUS ASP SITREPS
WE CAN SO STATE IN OUR REPLY. UNQUOTE.
2. IN RESPONSE THE FOLLOWING HAS BEEN TRANSMITTED:
QUOTE:
Z 2906452 A PR 69
FM CG III MAF
TO UUMS/COMUSMACV SGN
ET
SECRET SECTION ONE OF TWO
ATTN: MACV CMD CTR
PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST - REPORT ON ASP-1 FIRE
A. TELECON COL. ROGERS MACV CMD CNTR TO LTCOL.
CHARON III MAF coc.
1. (C) CONCISE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS.
A. 271045 INITIAL REPORT RECD THAT FIRE OF UNK ORIGIN
WAS OUT OF CONTROL IN ASP-1, FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT
HAD RESPONDED QUICKLY BUT OB VIOUSLY HAMPERED BY EXPLODING
AMMO AND HIGH WINDS.
E. 271128H EVACUATION OF BOTH CIVILIAN AND MILITARY
PERSONNEL IN IMMEDIATE AREA INITIATED.
C. FIRE SPREAD RAPIDLY INIO ASP 1 AS AMMO BEGAN EX-
PLOCING. CAMP MONA HA N (AT 954 72 6) REPORTED ON FIRE AT
271132 H. SOON THEREAFTER POWDER BAGS AND WP EXPLODED
CAUSING FIRE TO SPREAD TO AF ASP (BT 003755).
1 EVACUATION OF HEARBY AREAS CONTINUED RAPIDLY DURING
EARLY AFTERNOON, WHICH CONTRIBUTED MATERIALLY I 0 LOW

I
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c..-'1hi tlPRiAl> RAPIllLY i.lUJfIlIl EArtlV Af'TERHOOtf WITK liD .... 
E"CUI HIGH atOO [XPL0510hs. 

. F. 2 71tl3' H DAliA Ita AS CL. 06Ul ,XCErr FfiR £PitRG E tiel£S. 
r. 271,!eH FIrtE WAS tJPREA1)l~ TO SOUTH SIDE 0' AIR-

I iIEt.n. SONE POL. FIRE$. pO\, FIRES ~r AIRFl£l.D CUI OR 
IJNiJEA CCfiTR CL BY 1£06fi .. 

r H. 27170tHI. FIRES REPORTED It .. «SA. PACJO\Gb.; POl. DUf":P 
(Al.j,Z 11~LJ,,! ~$Si'.S_j{i.ItE:. 1101,. St;.VEKE... -7 .. ,-~~._.-~-=_~ .. _ - . __ ... _ 
I. 1 HR CllC·HcutA FtEfn~OON, If to. H oRDErf ExPt CCIO!{S ·CAUSiD 
U:VERE CChC\.iSSHif .. DAf"IACE Tv cLOGS f.f.:Afi THE I'SP • 
.. FIRE .t\M; EXPl..C~IOt\S COr.Tlli<UEO THROUGHOUT Tt4t folOHT. 
El;'! AT A REDUCE.f) RATE. STRONG S£CUiiITY f!iEA,SURES WLRE 
IMPLEf'iEHTEP H. T,He tA~AGa£' AfiE~S AM, ALL tWITS IN vtCI~ 
ll'tt MA 1 tiT A 1 NED 1 i~CR £./\ SED as. T T (} pru:: VE H F-C S~ 1St. E: E Nt: j\;Y 
rxA.. CJIT "Y lUtl CF SITUAT 10(4 .. 0 SIC 11rIFI Ctd.T E 1;£ r~y EFFCRT 
CCCIJRREO. 
K. if£fH3EfilC't ACTHHj~ INITIATi:.:i:; n.i PIH.CLUuE. 5HORTAGEE 
c.r.Al'I~C;T1!£SE .lr.'tl:ttVfll'8W.1SIfUf'tlflCtf J~.F·.A5U1S 11ft*,· ., 
11\ ·ICOkP:; AMi ARR4he:;tMEhTS fOR l:.XP££lT£D SHl?NENT:; FRer 
wESTPAC !)TORAG:;. FACS. 
L.2~06~0h OAMd.CA~; OPEM:'L. 
;";' 2S APRIL fIRE DIMH~ISHt.r; SUT CONTINUED TO BURN THROUGH­
CUI I Ht DA Y. E r'£RGI:: t~C Y R EPA Iff S COi"iJ'ti£ hCE;.J H. AREAS OUT£IDE 
Ire: IN(i)Eu VIClhITY (If ASp... 1. DETAILE.4i ~Ai·lAGt. ASS£SSMEt.T 
CCPIME e.CEt< A fTEft M;;O!_ ;; 8. A fIR 11... 
l.. 2e14ieH. AL.l. i':AJ~ RCADS Itf VICINlTY OF ASP fiE­
CPtftED Ie TRAt'fIC. (;1\ PLATOON is! f"AR::JIV i;lORKlM! WITH' 
VN RELIEF AGJHICILS l~ DAtf.tGCIVIl.IA!; MOt.AS. 
"'- ·l.$\TE AHERt~LON 26 APR SlGNlf'lC~nr, FUIES DIED CUT. 
lAS{ MJ\;,R LEl OhA ll~t~ WA SAt 21Z S3iOH. iiA iVAG £: ASSf.SSf1£ ill 
AND RECC;VER VI Ei:f;FttlR ~W 1 Ii fUL1. ~ 1l'.O. 
2. L ~5SES AftD !;A~Ar:J:. WITH. COST £STHiATE, 
r.. f' AC II.. IT IE 5 
(1) 1 51 tfARI~E I..lIV CA.lll0nN£NTS 
(~) EXTEtHiiIVE DAMGE 
liST ShOOE PARTY BY 
2 . 1 s,r n~ 1 ~T ftJAR 
O:i) il'\Cl)ERATl AM) l..IGHt OAtrAtiE TO SOI'"£ FACllITI£:S 
1 41 rl U~ 1 IT H fllI\R 
£ J ST TK £'H 
(C) Llf<HT DAJIlACt TO 5(;1'l£ fACIl.ITIES 
t I ~T NEvE i,· 
2 11 h CeN(tI Lh 
3 HQ eN 
" 1 sr 115 "" GUl¥ 
(2) l;.;t MAR A til 'iJ INC CA NT ot,f£ tlTS/FL IG Hft 1 HE 
(A) EXTEhSl \,if: CA t'AGt 

, I"~ frllY 1ST LAA~1ef4 

~I. Lr{* .• ~.::-" ... \~ . ~~;.,>i' "',' ."",,"" __ ....:--.-.-.:_,_. __ ~ . .... _____ .• _____ . f_ •.• 
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THE SPREAD RAPIDLY DURING EARLY AFTERNOON WITH NUM
EROUS HIGH ORDER EXPLOSIONS.
F. 271335 H DAWANG AE CLOSED EXCEPT FOR EMERGENCIES,
a 271530H FIRE WAS SPREADING TO SOUTH SIDE OF AIR-
FIELD. SOME POL FIRES. POL FIRES AT AIRFIELD OUT OR
UNDER COATR CL BY 160616
K 271700H. FIRES REPORTED IN NSA PACKAGED POL DUMP
(AT 992718) LOSSES WERE NOT SEVERE.
L THROUGHCUT AFTERMOON, HIC K ORDER EXPLOSIONS CAUSED
SEVERE CONCUSSION DAMAGE TO BLOGS NEAR THE ASP.
i FIRE AND EXPLOSIONS CONTINUED THROUG HOUT THE NIGHT,
BUT AT A REDUCED RATE. STRONG SECURITY MEASURES WERE
IMPLEMENTED IN THE DAMAGED AREAS AND ALL UNITS IN VICIN
IT Y MAINTAINED INCREASED ART TO PREVENT POSSIBLE ENEMY
EXPLOITATION OF SITUATION. NO SIGNIFICANT ENEMY EFFORT
OCCURRED.
K. E MERGENCY ACTIONS INITIATED TO PRECLUDE SHORTAGES
CF AMMO. THESE INCLUDED REDISTRIEUTICN OF ASSETS WITH
IN I CORPS AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR EXPEDITED SHIPMENTS FROM
WESTPAC ST ORAGE FACS.
L. 2F0640H DAWAIC AL OPENED.
M. 28 APR IL FIRE DIMINISHED BUT CONTINUED TO BURN THROUGH
CUT THE DAY. ENERGENCY REPAIRS COMMENCED IN AREAS OUTSIDE
THE IMMED VICINITY OF ASP-1. DETAILED DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
COMMENCED AFTERNOON 28 A PRIL.
i. 281400H. ALL PAJOR ROADS IN VICINITY OF ASP RE-
OPENED TC TRAFFIC. CA PLATOON 1ST MARDIV WORKING WITH
VN RELIEF AGANCIES IN DAESCIVILIAL AREAS.
C. LATE AFTERNOON 28 A PR SIGNIFICANT FIRES DIED CUT.
LAST MAJOR DETONATION WAS AT 27233BH. DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
AND RECOVERY/REPAIR NOW IN FULL SWING.
2. LOSSES AND DAMAGE WITH COST ESTIMATE:
A. FACILITIES
(1) 1 ST MARINE DIV CANTONMENTS
(A) EXTENSIVE DAMAGE
I 1 ST SHORE PARTY BY
21ST EN 1ST MAR
(E) MODERATE AND LIGHT DAMAGE TO SOME FACILITIES
I 4T 5 EN 11TH MAR
2 1 ST TK ON
(C) LIGHT DAMAGE TC SOME FACILITIES
I 1ST HED EN
2 7T H COMM SN
3 HQ BN

SECRET
4 1ST 175 MM GUN
(2) 1 ST MAR AIR WING CANTONMENTS/FLIGHTLINE
(A) EXTENSIVE DAMAGE
I 'C" ETRY IST LAAM BN
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S £ ekE I FINAL SECTION OFTwC 
FOR LTGEN UUSE t~ROll'1 l..TGlN lHCKEnSO!~ 
Ii £SPOHSE TO PHESID£HIIAL IH1£H£:ST '2UES1 IONS COHctH NUiu 
i.J ANANG ASP-! FIHE (CONT). 

. (8) MOuEkAt£ DA~AG£ to 5~~E fACILITl£S 
1 NWS\3-11 
2 '111HG I 
(C) LIGHT ~AMAGE 10 SOME FACILITIES 
I MAG-JI 
:a MACG-It; 
l fOrcLoaCOi'iD CAt.lrONNE~T~1 fACIITr.:s 
(A) ESSENTIALLY D£stkY£D 

, I ASP hR 1 
2 3D riP BN <IWCluViS 111 NAf Sklu ANC POW CDriPOUN[;) 
J 7TH SEPARATE BULK FUfl. CO ANC ANfiiO CO SUPBN, 1ST FSii 
.4 111 ''lAY rrlAf~SlENT AND R&R PORCE.SSINCi CtNT£k (~2 PCT 
£SSlUTIALLY DESTROYEO. ~0 PCT EXTENSIVE tAMAGE) • 

. (8) lfIOlJEkATt vAfi1AG£ TO SONE FACILITIEs. 
1 MAlt.il BN fACILlTIES (mal MOVE: TO tiEW FACILITl:'S fh£VIOUSLY 
&K£IJ FOR 5 MAY Wll..L ELIMINATt N£.Et fOk ;::XTENSIlJi riEPAIRS). 
(4) ~HCS 
(A) OUE SEASEE CAMP ESSE~TIA1.1. Y tiESTHCYEO 
(5) t,AVAL SPT ACT ONG 
(A) 1.IGH1 DArlAGE TO SOME FAe -
I HOrllHW£ST IK ji'ARr\ 
2 FLEEt AIK Sft u~lT 
3 OLt; 'KG POl.. FAt (rACWA~ IN PitOC£SS CfaEING nEl..OCAT£u) 
(6) us AHwt 
(A) l"jODEfiATE DAliAGE TO 13811'\ A\ni Sli FLIGHT L.INE 
(B) LIGHt DAMAGE TO tiOFlTUAfi'f 
(7) 366Hi TAC F1GHTEk !JINCi 
(Ii> (;)92 4TH'SECURIT-Y SQDN Of' AND .lJutHTIONS "AC HEC£ItJED EXTENSIvt. 
DAMAGE 
(8) LIGliT TO MODER-ATE DAVAGi. TO MAft't FAC ON EMil SlOE /OF tNG Aa 
(8) Olcc - CIVILIAN CONTRACTOR - . 
(A) tXfENSIVE TO HOI.J£RATE DAMAGE TO CMfTOHMENl AtiD SHOPS­
(9) £XTENSIVE DAMAGE TO fRE!LOM HILL EXCHANGE AND 
SPECIAL. SEhVIC£S J'·AC. . , 
(10) G£KItAL 101ts 

, (A) HODUcAti liAftAGA- IS MOSTL't CONFINi.1J TO ETINSIVA 
' ..... 1 .. or SHin "'tAL awQ VALLS A" ROO'" 'I ItOSI 
........ ,. ... lOt .~LY ... AG£O..IIW- . 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Z 2910102 ZYH
FM CG 111 MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
S E R E I FINAL SECTION OF TWO
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN WICKERSON
RESPONSE TO PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST QUESTIONS CONCERNING
DANANG ASP-1 FIRE (CONT).
(B) MODERATE DAMAGE TO SOME FACILITIES
1 MWSG-17
2 OWHG 1
(C) LIGHT DAMAGE TO SOME FACILITIES
1 MAG-11
2 MACG-18
3 FORLOGCOMD CANTONMENTS/ FACIITES
(A) ESSENTIALLY DESTRYED
1 ASP NR 1

2 3D MP BN (INCLUDES III MAF BRIG AND POW COMPOUND)
3 7TH SEPARATE BULK FUEL CO AND AMMO CO SUP BN 1ST FSR
4 111 MAF TRANSIENT AND R&R PORCESSING CENTER (52 PCT
ESSENTIALLY DESTROYED, 50 PCT EXTENSIVE DAMAGE).
(8) MODERATE DAMAGE TO SOME FACILITIES.
1 MAINT BN FACILITIES (UNIT MOVE TO NEW FACILITIES PREVIOUSLY
SKED FOR 5 MAY WILL ELIMINATE NEED FOR EXTENSIVE REPAIRS).
(4) 3 NCB
(A) ONE SEABEE CAMP ESSENTIALLY DESTROYED
(5) NAVAL SPT ACT DNG
(A) LIGHT DAMAGE TO SOME FAC
1 NORTHWEST TK FARM
2 FLEET AIR SPT UNIT
3 OLD PKG POL FAC (FAC WAS IN PROCESS OF BEING RELOCATED)
(6) US ARMY
(A) MODERATE DAMAGE TO 138TH AVN BN FLIGHT LINE
(B) LIGHT DAMAGE TO MORIUARY
(7) 366TH TAC FIGHTER WING
(A) 692 4TH SECURITY SODN OP AND MUNITIONS FAC RECEIVED EXTENSIVE
DAMAGE
(B) LIGHT TO MODERATE DAVAGE TO MANY FAC ON EAST SIDE OF DNG AB
(8) OICC - CIVILIAN CONTRACTOR
(A) EXTENSIVE TO MODERATE DAMAGE TO CANTONMENT AND SHOPS
(9) EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO FREEDOM HILL EXCHANGE AND
SPECIAL SERVICES FAC.
(10) GENERAL NOTES
(A) MODERATE DAMAGA IS MOSTLY CONFINED TO ETENSIVA
CRUMPLING OF SHEET METAL BLDG WALLS A ROOFS. IN MOST
SUSTANCES NOT SEVERLY DAMAGED.

912)
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(8) lIMAa' ROUGHLY ESTIMATED At 6~1 MlL AS 'OLLOWSt 
... ' "IL 'Ole "1IClL REC.VIRY I" VARIOUS CAVPS. 
a I •• MIL FOR TR,,151£lt '1tD "'R PROCESSll«1 CENTER. 
" I." 'UI.. 'Olt isst.,TIAU .. Y 01S'rROYED CAITOflMltiliTS 
~ t.6ij MIL fuR USAK FAe 
!> 0.1$ Vll FOR US ARMY F'AC 
6 e.S0 MIL FOR FREEDOMlfilLL t:XCHl\tiuA MiD flEe FAC. 
)7 e.2~ faL to ftA'SIHl..D AS,P. 

c .- ORC NANCE. 
<I) A5P 1. EuTIMATE TOTAL LO~5. CLASS V(A) 141141 
SIT. CLASS \I(V) 21j,S9~ SIT. COST OFlORi;UAtWCE 79 MILLION. 
Z z,e64~t APR 6~. 
FM CG III PiAF 
TO UuMS/COMUSt~ACV . 
BT 
SE.CRET 
AlrHa MACV CMD curB 

FIt~AL SECT ION 0, twO ,S£CTIONS 

SUBJECT TO lJO.J f~WARD REV IS101>: uPtJlY L£t AILE.i.: 1 H&PECl' Ivn_ 
(2) ~~, _TFw A&P 10PERCENI ~~ST~Oti~. 36' lfw Ml~SlON 
R!AOY-AN:.lO:;TOkAGt- l~--Pi:kCt::-rrr L£SrHOYE:p-~-' (iV 'i5mrATEOF ' 
rO~NAGE OR COST AVAILABLE. 
c •. CIVILIAN "DULING. 2142 HOME~ &ESTROYE~ OR LAMAGEt BY 
F !fiE AND EXPL.OSION. NO COST AVAILA8LE. BASi.L O~i ARVN-(iVN 
SOURCES. 
D. CASUALTIES. ti.s. MILllAHY 1 KILLED, 1~ WOUH~E~ AN~ 
HO$PITAL.IZ£iJ. ~ u.s. CIVILIAtiS.w:OUND£t,' HOSf'ITALIZE.L. 
VN CIV1LIA~5 J KIA COkFIRMED, 2 KIA UNCONFIN£t. 'HOSPILALILEt 
21. SASED ON POS!;;IBLY INCOMfI. .. ETf. rtEPOkTlt4u KHot'. ARVN ... G\lf,l 
tiOURCES. 
U~lQUOTt: 
~( 

QUOTE 
Z '29~9Z l.Z APfi--e,Sr ZfF-G -- . 
FROM CG 11 I ~IAf 
,ro UUMs/COPIUSMACIJ SGN 
5T 
SEC * E T 
ATTNa'MACV CMD CHtR 
PRESIDENTIAL INT£REST·nEPORT Of ASP-! FIRE 
A, 1'EL.£CON COL. ROGUtS MACV eMU elk TO tICOl CHARON III {'lA; COC. 
&. CG III MAr 29~?€45 Z APR S& 
1. (u> tHli MESSA'£ COMPLETiS RE~PONSE 10 R£, A. 
I. '" .,IPG_1i to "$l~O!,! J A1tI> 2 Pi.OV'~U I)' Ill' 'a. .• ~).;_,~~ 
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(B) DAMAGE ROUGHLY ESTIMATED AT 6.8 MIL AS FOLLOWS:
I 1.3 MIL FOR MISCEL RECOVERY IN VARIOUS CAVPS.
2 1.0 MIL FOR TRANSIENT AND R&R PROCESSING CENTER.
3 1.09 MIL FOR ESSENTIALLY DESTROYED CANTONMENTS
4 1.60 MIL FOR USAK FAC
5 0.09 VIL FOR US ARMY FAC
6 0.50 MIL FOR FREEDOMIHILL EXCHANGA AND REC FAC.
>7 0.25 MIL TO RABUILD ASP.
ORDNANCE

(1) ASP 1. EUTIMATE TOTAL LOSS. CLASS V(A) 14:741
S/T, CLASS V(y) 24,390 S/T. COST OFIORDNANCE 79 MILLION.
Z 298645Z AFR 69
FM CG III MAF
TO JUMS/COMUSMACV
BT
SSECRET FINAL SECTION OF TWO SECTIONS
ATTN: MACV CMD CWTR
SUBJECT TO DOWNWARD REVISION UPON DETAILED INSPECTION.
(2) 366 TFW ASP 70 PERCENT DESTROYED. 366 IFW MISSION
READY ANMO STORAGE 15 PERCENT DESTROYED. NO ESTIMATE OF
TONNAGE OR COST AVAILABLE.
C. CIVILIAN HOUSING. 2342 HOMES DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY
FIRE AND EXPLOSION. NO COST AVAILABLE. BASED ON ARVN-GVN
SOURCES.
D. CASUALIIES. U.S. MILITARY 1 KILLED, 16 WOUNDED AND
HOSPITALIZED. 5 U.S. CIVILIANS, WOUNDED, HOSPITALIZED.
VN CIVILIANS 1 KIA CONFIRMED, 2 KIA UNCONFINED. HOSPILALIZED
21. BASED ON POSSIBLY INCOMPLETE REPORTING KROM ARVN-GVN
SOURCES.
UNQUOTE
SF-4
QUOTE

Z 2939212 APR - 65 ZFF-6
FROM CG 111 MAF
TO JUMS/COMUSMACV SGN
BT
SSECRET T
ATTN: MACV CMD CNIR
PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST-REPORT OF ASP-1 FIRE
A1 TELECON COL, ROGERS MACV CMD CTR TO LTCOL CHARON III MAF COC.
is. CG III MAF 298645Z APR 6&
1. (U) THIS MESSAGE COMPLETES RESPONSE TO REF A.
2. cw RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS I AND 2 PROVIDED BY REF B.

9(4)
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r - ~. ($) If'tPOiIAWr ,MTICULAKl>. 
( .. I.P' FOR "ALL NUMBU OF CARGO TRUCKS ANJ 

----,~ I 

r , .... nltRUCll' .1 .• tHi ASP, "ME~£ WAS LITtLA v.,.EG£ TO 
r fACtlc ... £QU'P. 10 "M'''' TO Ale VA' REPORT'"", OI'1E 

I

I we "'ftE EVACUAtD Ore I) "'ltlP to .HS LA! ,. GIIU 
, LOCATIOU. . 

s.. Jot NT SERVIC£CENTBALl Y CCNTRorTEL EOO £FfOitl HAS 
f 8EEN InITIAtED to NAK£ 8£.ST USE uF ALL A\lAll. £00 PEriSOG-
tiEL IN PBIOfillY AREAS. 

c. ME£TINO HELD 111 MAr 29i606n EStA8TlSkEL PRlonrI,~ 
fOR HEPAlk EFFORts, TASKEt Al.1.. ~VAl1.. EtiGH ASS£TS, EST­
AaLISHEO CONTROLS ON ISSuE Or CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS. 
D. INIU1SIVE f4M~AGEMe.NT IH ... COUtfTkY AMMO ASS£TS CONt IN-

. UI~G. INITIAL Est STROAGE CAP ShORTFALL OF 24 .~wa 
SIT I~l CORPS. THIS HQ INVESTIGAT NG ALL N£ANS Of 
«iSrOklNG SIXOHAGE CAP ltiCL~lNG USE OF SHIPS AS fLOATING 

cSIOHAtiE. ANMO 15SU£ POUlT IN OPEi1A1ION At ASP-2. 
r.. R&R CENTER/TRAN rAe IU OFtA:AT ION ON AUSTERE E~ASlS 
AT CHINAatACH. R&R FLIGHTS hAVE RES1~~D. 
If. EXfEi> IT less EVACUAT lOti OF ThHEATEfitEiJ Ari£AS AUiJ 
AVAILABILITY OF BUUKEHS CO~SlD~RED MAJOR FACTORS IN 
LOW CA:>UALTY TOTALsa~i 
~. (S) ItjTERll'1 RESU1.TS OF INVESTIGATION 
A. CAUSE. It lJINli 'OF 13 KNOts A~D GUSTltiG fROM SE TO NW aLiw 

. SPARkS FRQIY; A CIVI1.IAN TRASH l.itti'Jt' SOuTh OF AND ACROSS THE ROAL 
FROM THE £SP INTO A GkAS~ AREA &uTSIL£ Ah~ INSltE THl ASP FEhCE. 
;' IRE QUICkLY SPRtAlJ INTO GRADt: Il ARE.A Of' AS' WHE1tl::. .001;£., 
CONTi HERS ANu. THREE PAllE.TS OF 3.5 YiP kOCKETS 1.0CATC:O. APPRO" 
3' M£~ IN ASAP AREA _ERE IMMEuUAIELY ulSPATCHt~ to AR~A But 
wERE U~ASLE TO CONiAlti FIii£. WITh. tJAT£.:R fROM 6I\RRi.LS Atm IiAN£; 
tOOLS. MEN wARE FOR CEO TO Put!.. BACK wHE.N wi- ROCKEt S STARTED 
EXPl0111 HG. 
b. ADDItIONAL lWSP£Cl10iS OF ALL ASp·$ HAVE BEEN IHIT ATE~ TO 
ENSURE STIHCTIADH£RENCE' TOIA1.l !;AFETQ PRi::CAUTI0N WITHIN THE. 
STORAGE SItE AN{) TO U>ENTIFY A." ELIMHiATE ALL POSS18Lf £XTERNAL 
ft'IRE hAZAfH)C. 
5. (C) OPERATIONS Sf AtuS Oh BASt f'ACIlllliS All£; EFFECT ON 
M SSIOC. N.O CHAfH .. £ FRON Pk£\iIOOS AS~ &1l'ii£PS. UlQUOTE ... . . . , ... 

• ••• • 

, c 
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I 

3. ($) IMPORTANT PARTICULARS.
EXCEPT FOR SMALL NUMBER OF CARGO TRUCKS ANJ

FORMLIFTITRUCKS IN THE ASP, THERE WAS LITTLA DAMEGE TO
TACTICAL EQUIP. NO DAMAGE TO A/C WAS REPORTEK./ OME
A/C WERE EVACUATED OR D MERIED TO NHS LAI AND OTHER
LOCATIONS.
8. JOINT SERVICE CENTRALLY CONTROTTED EOD EFFORT HAS
BEEN INITIATED TO MAKE BEST USE OF ALL AVAIL EOD PERSON-
NEL IN PRIORITY AREAS.
C. MEETINO HELD III MAF 290806H ESTABTISHED PRIORITIES
FOR REPAIR EFFORTS, TASKED ALL AVAIL ENGR ASSETS, EST-
ABLISHED CONTROLS ON ISSUE OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS.
D. INTENSIVE MANAGEMENT IN-COUNTRY AMMO ASSETS CONTIN-
UING. INITIAL EST STROAGE CAF SHORTFALL OF 24,000
S/T IN I CORPS. THIS HQ INVESTIGAT NG ALL MEANS OF
RESTORING SIXORAGE CAP INCLUDING USE OF SHIPS AS FLOATING
STORAGE. AMMO ISSUE POINT IN OPERATION AI ASP-2.
E. R&R CENTER/TRAN FAC IN OPERATION ON AUSTERE BASIS
AT CHINABEACH. R&R FLIGHTS HAVE RESUMED.
F. EXPEDITIOSS EVACUATION OF THREATENED AREAS AND
AVAILABILITY OF BUNKERS CONSIDERED MAJOR FACTORS IN
LOW CASUALTY TOTALSOM
4. (S) INTERIM RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION
A. CAUSE. A WIND OF 13 KNOTS AND GUSTING FROM SE TO NW BLEW
SPARKS FROM A CIVILIAN TRASH DUMP SOUTH OF AND ACROSS THE ROAD
FROM THE ESP INTO A GRASS AREA OUTSIDE AND INSIDE THE ASP FENCE.
FIRE QUICKLY SPREAD INTO GRADE II AREA OF ASP WHERE WOODEN
CONTE NERS AND THREE PALLETS OF 3.5 WP ROCKETS LOCATED. APPROX
33 MEN IN ASAP AREA WERE IMMEDUATELY DISPATCHED TO AREA BUT
WERE UNABLE TO CONTAIN FIRE WITH WATER FROM BARRELS AND HAND
TOOLS. MEN WARE FORCED TO PULL BACK WHEN WF ROCKETS STARTED
EXPLOUING.
B. ADDITIONAL INSPECTIONS OF ALL ASP'S HAVE BEEN INIT ATED TO
ENSURE STRICTIADHERENCE TOTALL SAFETQ PRECAUTION WITHIN THE
STORAGE SITE AND TO IDENTIFY AND ELIMINATE ALL POSSIBLE EXTERNAL
FIRE HAZARDS.
5. (C) OPERATIONS STATUS OK BASE FACILITIES AND EFFECT ON
M SSIOC. NO CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS ASP SITREPS.
UNQUOTE
GP-4

9(5)
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- ~ -.MARI~fAf~~~16~~ FOR.~·~ 7" 

UNCLASSIFIED lIrMAF FORM 5216CREV3-ee) 

OPERATION CODE 
F"81 ttl Hl, lDATE 

x- ORIGINATOR 29 APR 69 
A- ACT/ON ICOGNIZANCE 

$Ei9A~"ICONTROL DATE 1,2,3 C-COMMENT/RECOMMEND~ON 
1- I NFORMATfON 1 S2Z 

OF '4 e:O~IES RECD S-SIGNATURE 

IROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE INITIAL ~UlJERT<,TRANS'ENT CENTER &\ SRIG 

IN OUT 

CG REMAR~ -
DCa 

Dca AIR 
CIS 
DCIS 

DClS OM 

SIS 
6-1 '/JrtKr 
G-2 
G-3 

6-4 
G-!5 

6-6 

ADJ 

CAP 

CHAP 

COMP 

CORDS 

DENT 

~ANS 

ENGR 

FOODS 

Has CO 

'NSP 
ISO 

LEGAL 

MTO 
MED 

OPANAL 

ORO 
- <-

PMO 
POSTAL - -

, r:--
PROTO 
PSYOPS_ -. 

l,. .' - -REPRO 
--' .. 

SPL SERV 

_SUPPLY - " 

sac 

-t"','. :"'. ,.~ , -, 
"-

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE UNCLASSIFIED~ t 6 
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HEADQUA ERS
III MARINE AMPHISIOUS FORCE=

UNCLASSIFIED IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
29 APR 69CG MAFX- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
1,2,3SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

291332Z 41- INFORMATION
COPIES RECDOFCOPY#S-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE INITIAL R & R TRANSIENT CENTER & BRIGCODESECTIONROUTE OUTIN

REMARKS 3CG
DCG

DCG AIR
C/S

DC/S

DC/S DM
S/S

MAG-1

G-2
G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP
COROS
DENT

EMB/TRANS

ENGR
FOODS
H8S CO
INSP
ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
REPRO
SPL SERV
SUPPLY
S&C

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

UNCLASSIFIED 10
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#
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UNCLA5 I: Ji T 0 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FREEDOM HILL R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER AND BRIG 
1. THt FOLLOWING IS AN UPDATE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION 
Af TKE SUBJ[CT FACIL.ITI,ES. PlGtN YOU_DALE CONVENED A CON­
FER~NCE TODAY TO ESTABLISH MRIORITIES OF EFFORT FOR RECON­
STRUCTION REQUIRED THROUGHOUt THE DANAIIJ6 ARiA. THIS MESSAGE 
IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE YOU SOME SPEC1YIC INFORMAT ION RELAT IV£: 
TO THE SUBJECT FACILItIES. 
2- tHE 8JUa HAS SUFFERED CONSIDERAB1.E DAMASE AND EOD PERSON­
.[L HAVE GIVEN ITS CLEARANCE A HIGH PRIORITY SO THAT PRECISE 
RECONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS CAN BE DETERMINED AT THE EARLIEST. 
PR.lSOtlER.S (333) ARE CURRENTLY CONfINED AT FLC, AND POW'S (32) 
ARE LOCKED uP AT NSA HOSPITAL. WE ANTICIPATE DISPATCHING 39 
GeM (DJ:) OR 8CD /lACA) PRISONE:RS TO CONUS WITHIN A FEw DAYS. 
AND ARE MAKING A MVAXIMUM EFFORT TO HAVE COMMANDERS RESTORE 
AS MANY AS PRACTICA8LE TO DuTY. 
3. THE NEW TRANSIENt BARRACKS WiRE EITHER DESTROYED OR REN-
DERED CCfllPLiTELY UNs,ri FOR HABITATION, AND THEIR CONDITION IS 
PROBABLY WELL BEYOND 'U:PAIR. DEMOLITION AND REBUILD APPEARS 
AS ONLY RECOURSE. THE RlrR tERMINAL. tRANSIENT tERMINAL AND 
LOUfU1E SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE. THEIR FutURE CAN BE DECIDED 
ONLVS'" tHOROUGH [NGINiER INSPECTION. ONLY LIGHT TO MODERATE 
D AlAS! WA'S SUS!A!U£) IY THE rtESSijALL AND lMI OLD IU.R BARRt.CK6 
wHtCl!. IfUTIALLY ,'PiAR TO POSSIJ)lY BI USAILE ,,11HSO"£ JltFURBlSH-
NEiT. . 
4. At RIEDO" HILL. ALL aUIL1HNGS SuFFERED SEVERE DAMA"'. IN 
MOST CASiS. AT Bist ONl.. Y THE FRAMES REflJAINAS SALVAGa'.1.E. wnH 
ROO'S. SlDI:,. ANI) 119l10R FIANI {)'IEMBERS 8AD1. Y BATTI.IEOANO BINT. 
£XCHA·NeE l'I!RcHAfff:HSr LOSS IS INIT ILLY EST lPIATtD At 7'.~." 

. IS ,_ .~D.' tI.~" 
_..,.,j,.. ." •• ,...... JL 11.. • ....... . 

."jMHL,,.,_ra. PlIU~~. '&I Itt ...... 11.,:\'43, tf"'''';~ 
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UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FREEDOM HILL R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER AND BRIG
1. THE FOLLOWING IS AN UPDATE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION
AT THE SUBJECT FACILITIES. MGEN YOUNGDALE CONVENED A CON-
FERENCE TODAY TO ESTABLISH MRIORITIES OF EFFORT FOR RECON-
STRUCTION REQUIRED THROUGHOUT THE DANANG AREA. THIS MESSAGE
IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE YOU SOME SPECIFIC INFORMATION RELATIVE
TO THE SUBJECT FACILITIES.
2. THE BRIG HAS SUFFERED CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE AND EOD PERSON-
NEL HAVE GIVEN ITS CLEARANCE A HIGH PRIORITY SO THAT PRECISE
RECONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS CAN BE DETERMINED AT THE EARLIEST.
PRISONERS (333) ARE CURRENTLY CONFINED AT FLC, AND POW'S (32)
ARE LOCKED UP AT NSA HOSPITAL. WE ANTICIPATE DISPATCHING 39
GCM (DD OR BCD AACA) PRISONERS TO CONUS WITHIN A FEW DAYS,
AND ARE MAKING A MVAXIMUM EFFORT TO HAVE COMMANDERS RESTORE
AS MANY AS PRACTICABLE TO DUTY.
3. THE NEW TRANSIENT BARRACKS WERE EITHER DESTROYED OR REN-
DERED COMPLETELY UNSAFE FOR HABITATION, AND THEIR CONDITION IS
PROBABLY WELL BEYOND REPAIR. DEMOLITION AND REBUILD APPEARS
AS ONLY RECOURSE. THE R&R TERMINAL, TRANSIENT TERMINAL AND
LOUNGE SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE, THEIR FUTURE CAN BE DECIDED
ONLY BY THOROUGH ENGINEER INSPECTION. ONLY LIGHT TO MODERATE
DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED BY THE NESSMALL AND THE OLD R&R BARRACKS
WHICH INITIALLY APPEAR TO POSSIBLY BE USABLE WITH SOME REFURBISH-
MENT.
4. AT REEDOM HILL ALL BUILDINGS SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE. IN
MOST CASES, AT BEST ONLY THE FRAMES REMAIN AS SALVAGEABLE, WITH
ROOFS, SIDES, AND MINOR FRAME MEMBERS BADLY BATTERED AND BENT.
EXCHANGE MERCHANDISE LOSS IS INITIALLY ESTIMATED AT 75,000 DOLLARS.

PRESENTLY UNUSABLE SECURED. TIMELY EVACUA-
LOSS OF WHILE FLYING ORDHANCE AND SECURITYLIAB

SIGNIFICANT causes.PELFERAGE BOTH
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WILL B£ ABLE TO HANDLE M·ORE ON 'A SHORT-TIME TEMPORAR;t~~' 
IASIS. MSA liAS AL$O PROVIDED US 281 EMERGENCY SPACES AT TIEN 
SMA. Wi ~XPtCT AL.L "fiR AND TRANSIENT FLIGHTS DEPARTING 29 AfRIL 
AND THEREAFTER to BE PROCESSED, LOADED AND nrSPAT'C'H'EO' ·ofi ~ 
SCHEDULE AND WITHOUT DELAY. WEARE DEVELOPING THE tIIlERltleY 
TEMPORARY SITUATION AT CHINA BEACH WITH THE CONSIDERATION THAT' 
IT WILL HAVE TO BE OUR PRIMARY RIR AND/OR TRANSIENT FACILITY, 
FOR SOl'll TIME. AT LEAST UNT IL WE CAN RES~RRECT THE OLD BARRACKS 
AHD f!1[SSHALL AT THE CRlft/TRANSIENT CEttT!R AS A PARTIAL CAPACITY. 
tlus' PRESENTS A MOST UNDESIRABLE SITUAT ION IN TH.AT THE CHINA 
BEACH FACILITY IS SORELY NEIDED AS AN IN-COUNTRY Rift SITE. AS 
WILL AS A DAYTIIWI! RECREATION AREA. I AMI VERY CONCERNE.D OVER THE 
'iRUlUS SHORTAGE: OF SUCH SITES, NOW AID rOR THI; FurURE. WE ARE 
'CONSIDER IIGTHlSSlTUATION NOT ONLY FOR ·TKE I)'ANANG ARtA, BUI FOR 
T1ti Dl\flS~,(HI AREAS A$WEL1.,. ,I'lO\ilJ/i:R. 3Ht J4A-ULCONCiRti lS Itt£.. 
1$ TH&: DANANG AR!A DUE TO ITS AFFILIZATION WITH THE EHTREPOT 
ACTIVITIES AT DANANG A8. WE WILL GIVE: wlD£ST CONSIDERATION 
~o ALL FACiTS OF THE PROBLEM. WE WIL.L. EVEN GIV£ CONSIDERATION 
10 "OV INS THE 'REEDOM HILL RECREAT ION COMP1.EX, RIft/TRANSIENT 
CENtER TO CHINA BEACH IF. AS WE SUSPEct AT nus EARLY STAGE, 
'Htl MAJORITY 0' T)(OSI: FACILITIES ARi BEYOND SALVAGE. SUCH A 
DECISION HOWEVER COULD OILY FOLLOW A CONPLtTE ENGINEER STUDY 
INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF SALVAGE'ABL! ASSETS (E.G. UNDERiROUND 
UTILITIE5. GRADING, LOCATION, ETC.). wE WOULD DRASTICALLY EX­
PAND THE BEACH FRONTAGE TO CREATE AN IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER 
(WITH "ACV AID) J BuT UND[R, ANY CIRCUfIIst ANctS PROV lOt: ADEQUATE 
DAY fACILITIES SINCE Wi ARE DANGEROUSLY OVEJt--cFrOWD'ED IN -THlS ,,~­
CATEGORY OF RECREATION FACILITIES. AT ANY EVENT, AS YOU CAN 
WELL APPREClATE. THE PRESENT EMERGENCY UT lLIZAI ION OF THE 
CHINA StACH FACILITY IS STRICTLY A MAKE.SHIF,l' ,EMEiSENCY 
MEASURIt. WE MUST FIND A MEANS TO RE-BUILD TNt fl'REt;:POMN'lLt' 
RECREATION AND HIIR/TRANSIENT CENTER COl'lPLEXES ASAP, ON EITHER 
CURRE,11ll SITES OR A NEW 1.0CATION TO BE DETERMINED. tHE NEED 
1 S OBVIOUS AND uR6Eltr, AND WE IWIAY NiED YOUR HELP. ~ 16{Jf '.1 
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OPERATIONS
CENTERR&R WHICH HAS

COMPLETELY PURPOSE. CARACIST
HAVE BUNKS, ARE PROTIDING EMERGENCY

MESSING AND WILL BE ABLE TO HANDLE MORE ON A SHORT-TIME TEMPORARY
BASIS. NSA HAS ALSO PROVIDED US 200 EMERGENCY SPACES AT TIEN
SHA. WE EXPECT ALL R&R AND TRANSIENT FLIGHTS DEPARTING 29 APRIL
AND THEREAFTER TO BE PROCESSED, LOADED AND DISPATCHED ON
SCHEDULE AND WITHOUT DELAY. WE ARE DEVELOPING THE EMERGENCY
TEMPORARY SITUATION AT CHINA BEACH WITH THE CONSIDERATION THAT
IT WILL HAVE TO BE OUR PRIMARY R&R AND/OR TRANSIENT FACILITY
FOR SOME TIME, AT LEAST UNTIL WE CAN RESURRECT THE OLD BARRACKS
AND MESSHALL AT THE CR&R/TRANSIENT CENTER AS A PARTIAL CAPACITY.
THIS PRESENTS A MOST UNDESIRABLE SITUATION IN THAT THE CHINA
BEACH FACILITY IS SORELY NEEDED AS AN IN-COUNTRY R&R SITE, AS
WELL AS A DAYTIME RECREATION AREA. I AM VERY CONCERNED OVER THE
SERIOUS SHORTAGE OF SUCH SITES, NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE. WE ARE
CONSIDERING THIS SITUATION NOT ONLY FOR THE DANANG AREA, BUT FOR
THE DIVISION AREAS AS WELL. HOWEVER, THE MAIN CONCERN IS THE
IS THE DANANG AREA DUE TO ITS AFFILIZATION WITH THE ENTREPOT
ACTIVITIES AT DANANG AB. WE WILL GIVE WIDEST CONSIDERATION
TO ALL FACETS OF THE PROBLEM. WE WILL EVEN GIVE CONSIDERATION
TO MOVING THE FREEDOM HILL RECREATION COMPLEX, R&R/TRANSIENT
CENTER TO CHINA BEACH IF, AS WE SUSPECT AT THIS EARLY STAGE,
THE MAJORITY OF THOSE FACILITIES ARE BEYOND SALVAGE. SUCH A
DECISION HOWEVER COULD ONLY FOLLOW A COMPLETE ENGINEER STUDY
INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF SALVAGEABLE ASSETS (E.G. UNDERGROUND
UTILITIES, GRADING, LOCATION, ETC.). WE WOULD DRASTICALLY EX-
PAND THE BEACH FRONTAGE TO CREATE AN IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER
(WITH MACV AID); BUT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDE ADEQUATE
DAY FACILITIES SINCE WE ARE DANGEROUSLY OVER-CROWDED IN THIS
CATEGORY OF RECREATION FACILITIES. AT ANY EVENT, AS YOU CAN
WELL APPRECIATE, THE PRESENT EMERGENCY UTILIZATION OF THE
CHINA BEACH FACILITY IS STRICTLY A MAKE-SHIFI EMERGENCY
MEASURE. WE MUST FIND A MEANS TO RE-BUILD THE FREEDOM HILL
RECREATION AND R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER COMPLEXES ASAP, ON EITHER
CURRENT SITES OR A NEW LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED. THE NEED

# 10(2)IS OBVIOUS AND URGENT, AND WE MAY NEED YOUR HELP.
900
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1M CG I II M A F' 
TO SSOCOMnSM"CV 

I ' 

ZEM \, -, .. 
SEC R F T NOFORN SECTION ONE OF' T~O 
PEPSONAl F'OR GEN, 6BR~MS F'ROM lTGEN NICKERSON, 
RICE C~C!-{E DISCOVERIES IN (\tltlNG NI'lM PROVINCE J~Nn~RY ... F'EBR!!ARY 
19f:9 ,l'ND T!-{E, PROBLEM OF FEED RESOTyRCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. (C) 
/'.. COFYJnSMACV LTR M~C ... 10~ DID ~0 oPR 1969. 

,1. (S/NOFORN) 10'" ",ITH REF .f.. TI1£ FOLLO\.,ING INFOR~~TION IS SnB-
MITTE:D. AS YOn UNO"." ",E H~"r BEEN ACTIVELY PnRSnING THE MAJOR 
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIESA~lD THE PROBLEM OF F90l) RESOttRCE CO~lTROL 
IN ICTZ SINCE ,l6NnARY OF' THIS YEoR. THE FOLLOI,rING IS 1\ CHRONOL_ 
OGICAL FFSnME OF'THE M~JOR EVENTS ~HICH HaVE TRANSPIRED IN THE 
PAST FE~ MONTHS ON THIS M~TTER: ' 

A. ON ,I <J"Npf'RY 19~9, THE 2ND ROK Mt-RIME BRIGADE nNCOVERED 
~ M~,JOR Rlr:~ CACHE EXCEEDING ~00 TONS IN t:lTlb,NG NoM PROVINCE. THE 
MANY nN1TSll~L FE~TTlRES ',IHICH SI1RROuNDED THE EST6BLISHMENT OF THIS 
CAcuE ExciTED P6RTICTlL~R INTEREST, ~ND'~CCORDINGLY, T}{E G-2 OF III 
'jl~ S D IRFCTED TO PREP ~.P E A DETA n, En REPORT ON THI S SnBJECT. 

B. TH~ REPORT t.lHICH THE G-,? PRl!:P~REI) IS TOO VOLl1MINO"S TO BE 
t:'IlTO'!"ET} IN ITS ENTIRETY, HOhIEVER, THE M~JOR FHIl)INGS CONCERNING 
THIS CaCHE wERE tHESE: 

C't) THE RICE CaCHE SITE "'AS nNnSntlL IN TH~T IT Hr..O BEEN 
BpRIEDIN ,AN OPEN FIELD IN ~. SERIES OF SH~JLO!.'I TRENCHES NITHIN 
THE ROy MI\RINE BRIGt<DE:'S NORMlIL AO. 

<?) THE VlIST MA,JORITY OF' THE PICE FOllND IIIITHIN THE 
C~,CHE SITE !i!6S IDENTIFIED AS H"VING BEEN OF n.S. GRO",TH AND 
CONT~INE1J l,'ITHIN B~GS OF n.S. M~NtJFACTnRE. HOt.rEVF.R, THE M6-
JOR lTY OF tHE BIl,GS H~D BEEN OPENED AND A eERT ~IN bMO"NT OF 
VN RIC~ MIXED ",ITH THE n.S. RICJt BEFORE THE B~(lS !"ERE CLOSED 
ONE MORE. 

C. AS IT WAS APPARENT TH~T THE RfcE DISCOVERED IN THIS 
CACHE '.IAS OF ~ TYPE COI'l1MONLY SOLD BY THE !l.S. TO GVN, THE 
NEXT STEP T~v,EN BV III f"IAF lJ'AS TO ~TTEMPT TO DETERMINE HO", 
THIS RICE H6D ARRIVEJ) AT THE CACHE SITE. nEP CORDS I II MAl' 
1~If!.S CALLED INTO OuR INVESTIGaTION pT THIS POINT ANI) SEVERaL 
DIFFERENT Tp.SKS HERE SIMnLT(!.NEO"SLY P"RSUED. MR. FRANCIS L'. 
BAR~JErT, SENIOR PSD, lerZ H~S CALLED IN AND REt'lIfESTED TO OE­
TERMINE THROUGH HIS POLICE tlDYISORS IN t:1H(lNG NAM PROVINCE Ii' 
~MY INFORMATION COnL!) BE OBTAINE!) l.!HICH MIGHT S~RVE TO CLARI­
FY THE: ISSI,I£. SECONDLY, MR. F'REl) F. EUBANvS, CHIEF LOGISTICS 
DIu!SJON FOR CORPS III MAl', 'tlftS REpnESTFl) TO PROVIDE FlJRTHER 
!NFORI"'ATION CONCERNING THE GVN HANDLING OF' SHIPMENTS OF' RICE 
IMFO I CORPS. THF PI1RPOSE HERE l.fAS TO ~TTEMPT TO DETERMINE 
IF' C' 1M OF RECEIPTS fI1IGHT EXIST wHICH COnLD POSSIBLY RELAT!: 

11 THE C . IT NY I' 
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0 300644Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO SSO COMISMACV
ZEM
S E C R F. T NOFOR N SECTION ONE OF TWO
PEPSONAL FOR GEN, ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIES IN CHANG NAM PROVINCE JANUARY. FEBRUARY
1969 AND THE PROBLEM OF FEED RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. (C)

A. COMISMACV LTR MACJOS DID 20 APR 1969.
1. (S/NOFORN) IAW WITH REF A THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS S11B-

MITTED. AS YOU KNOW, ME HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY PIRSHING THE MAJOR
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIES AND THE PROBLEM OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL
IN ICTZ SINCE JANUARY OF THIS YEAR. THE FOLLOWING IS ^ CHRONOL.
OGICAL RESUME OF THE MAJOR EVENTS WHICH HAVE TRANSPIRED IN THE
PAST FEM MONTHS ON THIS MATTER:

A. ON 11 JANUARY 1969, THE 2ND ROK MARINE BRIGADE INCOVERED
A MAJOR RICE CACHE EXCEEDING 200 TONS IN AWANG NAM PROVINCE. THE
MANY UNISUAL FEATURES WHICH SURROUNDED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS
CACHE EXCITED PARTICULAR INTEREST, AND ACCORDINGLY, THE G-2 OF III MAF
WAS DIRECTED TO PREPARE A DETAILED REPORT ON THIS SUBJECT.

B. THE REPORT WHICH THE G-? PREPARED IS TOO VOLIMINOUS TO BE
SHOTED IN ITS ENTIRETY, HOMEVER, THE MAJOR FINDINGS CONCERNING
THIS CACHE WERE THESE:

(1) THE RICE CACHE SITE WAS INISUAL IN THAT IT HAD BEEN
BURIED IN AN OPEN FIELD IN A SERIES OF SHALLOW TRENCHES WITHIN
THE ROY MARINE BRIGADE'S NORMAL AO.

(2) THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE RICE FOUND WITHIN THE
CACHE SITE WAS IDENTIFIED AS HAVING BEEN OF n.S. GROWTH AND
CONTAINED WITHIN BAGS OF n.S. MANIFACTURE. HOWEVER, THE MA-
JORITY OF THE BAGS HAD BEEN OPENED AND A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF
VN RICE MIXED WITH THE 11.S. RICE BEFORE THE BAGS WERE CLOSED
ONE MORE.

C. AS IT WAS APPARENT THAT THE RICE DISCOVERED IN THIS
CACHE WAS OF A TYPE COMMONLY SOLD BY THE n.s. TO GVN, THE
NEXT STEP TAKEN BY III MAF WAS TO ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE HO11
THIS PICE HAD ARRIVED AT THE CACHE SITE. DEP CORDS III MAF
WAS CALLED INTO OrrR INVESTIGATION AT THIS POINT AND SEVERAL
DIFFERENT TASKS WERE SIMILTANEO,SLY PURSUED. MR. FRANCIS L.
BARNETT, SENIOR PSD, ICTZ HAS CALLED IN AND REQUESTED TO DE-
TERMINE THROUGH HIS POLICE ADVISORS IN ATTANG NAM PROVINCE IF
ANY INFORMATION COMLD BE OBTAINED WHICH MIGHT SERVE TO CLARI-
FY THE ISSNE. SECONDLY, MR. FRED F. EUBANKS, CHIEF LOGISTICS
DIVISION FOR CORDS III MAF, WAS REQUESTED TO PROVIDE FURTHER
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE GVN HANDLING OF SHIPMENTS OF RICE
INFO I COR PS. THE PURPOSE HERE WAS TO ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE
IF A CHAIN OF RECEIPTS MIGHT EXIST WHICH CONLD POSSIBLY RELATE
TN RICE IN THE CACHE wITH ANY WHOLESALER OF RETAILER
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n. Al.THOllPH BOTH MR. BARNETT AND MR. EtlB~Nl(S HERE MOST 
HELPFUL, THEIR EFfORTS DIn NOT PROVIDE US '.IITH ~NY EVIDENCE 
..,HICH CO'lLD BE nTILIZEn TO FTlRTl-1ER ~DVANCE THIS INVESTIGATIO,.. 
Wt:{ttT MAS OETERMINEr), l-101,'EVER, I.!,A,S THAT ~N -ATMOSPHERE OF MUTuAL 
DISTRi,ST EXISTED BFTI,!El£l'J THE GVN OFfICIAl.S IN r,)1J6NG NAM PRO­
VH1CE liND T~E KORE~MS. SECOt\1DLY, IT lil~S DETERMINED THAT THE 
PRESENT SYSTEM OF FOOD RESOI1RCF. CONTROl. IN I CORPS LEFT TOO 
~'rCH TO Rr. DESIRE]') IN THflT NO SYSTEM EXISTED IIIHICH t"OITLD "D_ 
EnlTATELY CO~ITROL THE DISTRIBpTION OF FOOT) SO AS TO REASONABLY 
INSlIRE TH~T FoobsT-"FFS 1"OnC6-B-EPRECLUDEl) fROM FllLLING INTO 
THE HANDS OF THE VIET CONG. 

E. 1)nRI NG THIS PERIOD A MET<:TING !.fAS HELD 
AT THE HE~D(.'llJt.RTF.RS OF THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION ON .,8 JANUARY 
19~9. MGEN SIMPSON"Tl-1E DIVISION COMMMJDER, LTCOLLE TRI TIN, 
PROVINCE CHIEF' OF' oUANG !\lAM PROVINCE, ,6ND SELECTED MENBERS OF 
THE FIRST DIVISION ~ND PROVINCE ADVISORY STAFFS MERE PRESENT. 
AGAI III THE SttBtrEeT OF FOOD RESOtlRCE CONTR OL t,IAS D ISC"SSED BY 
COL TIN ~fIlD THE THRllST OF HIS REMARKS MADE IT CLEl\R Tl-1~T COL 
TIN ,.,AS PRIM(.IRILY CONCERNED lrfITH THE UNAUTHORIZEJ) TRANSHIP_ 
MENT OF' F'OODSTnF'FS BY KOREoN TRlICKS. NO EVIDENCE "'r..S PROVIDED 
BY COl. TIN INSnPPORT OF THIS Al.LEGATION. 

~~94 -:f1: li(~) 
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D. ALTHOUGH BOTH MR. BARNETT AND MR. ENBANKS WERE MOST
HELPFUL, THEIR EFFORTS DID NOT PROVIDE us wITH ANY EVIDENCE
WHICH COULD BE UTILIZED TO FURTHER ADVANCE THIS INVESTIGATION.
WHAT WAS DETERMINED, HOWEVER, WAS THAT AN ATMOSPHERE OF MUTHAL
DISTRIST EXISTED BETWEEN THE GVN OFFICIALS IN ALLANG NAM PRO-
VINCE AND THE KOREAMS. SECONDLY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE
PRESENT SYSTEM OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS LEFT TOO
MICH TO BE DESIRED IN THAT NO SYSTEM EXISTED WHICH WORLD AD-
EQUATELY CONTROL THE DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD SO AS TO REASONABLY
INSURE THAT FOODSTHFFS WONLD BE PRECLUDED FROM FALLING INTO
THE HANDS OF THE VIET CONG.

E. DIIRING THIS PERIOD A MEETING WAS HELD
AT THE HEADAHARTERS OF THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION ON 28 JANUARY
1969. MGEN SIMPSON, THE DIVISION COMMANDER, LTCOL LE TR I TIN,
PROVINCE CHIEF OF AIIANG NAM PROVINCE, AND SELECTED MENBERS OF
THE FIRST DIVISION AND PROVINCE ADVISORY STAFFS WERE PRESENT.
AGAIN THE SIBBECT OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL WAS DISCUSSED BY
COL TIN AND THE THRUST OF HIS REMARKS MADE IT CLEAR THAT COL
TIN WAS PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH THE IINAUTHORIZED TRANSHIP_
MENT OF FOODSTHFFS BY KOREAN TRUCKS. NO EVIDENCE WAS PROVIDED
BY COL TIN IN SHIPPORT OF THIS ALLEGATION.
GP-4
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'--I 0 '3~(iJ6AilZ ZYH 
i' I'M CG III MAl' 

TO SSO COMnS~ACV , 
ZEM ,. 
S [ C RET WOFORN F"Hl~L SECTION OF Tt.,O 
PERSONAL FOR' GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICl(ERSON , 
RICE C~CHE lHSCOVERIES IN PIIANG N~M PROVINCE J~N'f,~R.y-FEBRIlARY 
1969 ~Nn THE PROBLEM OF FEED RESO"RCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. (C) 
A. COMIISMt\CV LTR MaCJ0" DTD ?0 ,aPR 19'69. (CONT·D) 

F. ON .,9 J~NnARY 1969 FI1RTHER DISCuSSIONS h!ERE HELl) 8E_ 
TI.IFEN ,III MAr ~Nl) FIRST MARINE DIVISION REPRESENTATIVES. AT 
THIS· rrf't'F IT 1,rftS COMCLuDED THAT l11HILE IT I'7AS APPARENT 'THAT 
SER IOttS MlJTTI~L D I STRusr EXI STED BETI;IEEN THE- R OK MAR INES AND 
THE GVN /:lUANG NAM PROVINCE ADVISORS, THERE "IllS NO HARD EVIDENCE. 
AVA IL ~BLE MHI CH COnLD RELATE THE KORE MJS TO THE EST ABL I SHME~JT 
OF THIS RICE CACHE. IN THE ~BSENCE OF HARD EVIDENCE IT WAS 
co t\lCLIlDEn THAT A CONTI NllED PROB! NG OF THIS MATTER MI GHT EASILY 
RESULT IN INTERNaTIONAL COMPLICATIONS THE MAGNIT!~E OF ~HICH 
MIGHT NOT RE CONTROLL,I\,BLE. HOI~EVER, SHOnLD NE;,r EVIDENCE BE 

,I

i nNEARTHED t.!HICH COULD PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF THE COMPLICITY OF 
ONE OR MORE PARTIES, REGARDLESS OF ATIONALITY, THE INVESTI_ 
GATION SHOpLI) BE REOPENED. I G. IN ~DDITION, IT "'AS FELT Tl-IAT HHILE Tl-'E CONTROL OF THE 
MOVEMENT OF SnPP.LI ES BY A SYSTEM OF CHFC K PO IlIITS MIG HT BE HELP_ 

j FflL, IT "rOnLD NOT GET AT THE HE~.RT OF THE PROBLEM. THE ESSEN_ 
) rIAL PROBLEM 1.IAS THAT OF INAD~f..'\11ATE COMMODITY CONTROL OVER FOOD 
( RESOI'RCES IN I CORPS. AS, THIS MATTER IS ONE OF EXCLnSIVE CON_ 
I TROL Y T4£ GVN, THE PROBLEM MAS ONE !.tHICH TR~NSCENDED I CORPS 
) RF.SPO~!SIBILITIES A~m ",OnlD NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE RESOLVED ON 
I THE MftCV/A~BASSADORI~L LEVEL. 
1 H. ON ., FEBRIIA.RY ,969, A SECOND LARGE RICE C~CHE "'AS DIS_ 

I COVERED IN SO!!THFR~J t:1tJANG NflM BY THE 7TH MaRINE' RFGIMENT. 
wHILE BY NO MEANS OF SIMILAR SIZE, IT WAS ~ LQRGE CaCHE OF 

f

' MORE T4A~1 6!:' TON ,~~m l)!SPL~,YED THE SAME nNnSuaL CHARACTERIS_ 
TICS CONCERNING THE "'1ETHODOF CONCEALMENT 1.!HIeH ",ERE NOTED IN 
THE ORIGINAL KORE8N RICE C~CHE. IN ADDITION, IT waS ONLY NINE 

J, !lILOMETERSF'ROM THE' F'IRST RICE C~CHE. THIS C~CHE '.'AS ALSO 
i CAREF!1LLY H!VES'TIG,6TFD BY III MAF'. AFTER SIF'THJG tll.,L AV~ILABLE EVIDENCE 

J
' IT ".IAS DETERMINED THAT NO CONCLTfSIOtllS COnLD BE REI\CHED 'CONCER_ 
( NING THE PERSON OR PJ<:RSOr,lS RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS EST~BlISHMENT. 
i . I. ~S ~ RESpLT OF' THE DEVELOPMENTS t.t~ICH Ht\1) OCC"RRED 

I
I OVER THE PERIon l' Ji\Nn~RY-? F'EBRn~RY 19e;9, 1\, COMPLETE REVIEW 

OF HJ:: PROBLEM OF FOOn RESOIlRCE CO~!TOL IN t:lT1~NG N/IM PROVINCE 
) WAS PREP~RED Y T~E III M~F ST~FF. ' 

{- .J. THE CONCLIISION RtbC~F.D BY III Mt,F ON 14 FEBRlI.6RY 1969 
i ~S A RESIlLT OF' THIS REVIE1.!1 ",~S TYAT 1)F.'PTITY FOR CORDS III MAr 
i SHOuLD BE. TASKED tilITH THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROVIDING RECOM_ 
! ME~;J)A!~OIS fO~ I~PROVlltG THE EXISTING SYSTEM Or rooo Rf!:sotJI·C~.,. ' 
L. CONTR£:~':,I CWffs.. .> __ ~,~,.If~~tc~~~, __ 
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FM CG III MAF
TO SSO COMISSMACV
ZEM
S E C R E I NO FORN FINAL SECTION OF TWO
PERSONAL FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIES IN AWANG NAM PROVINCE JANNARY-FEBRMARY
1969 AND THE PROBLEM OF FEED RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. (C)
A. COMIISMACV LTR MACJOn DTD 20 APR 1969. (CONT'D)

F. ON 29 JANUARY 1969 FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD BE_
TWEEN III MAF AND FIRST MARINE DIVISION REPRESENTA TIVES. AT
THIS TIME IT WAS CONCLUDED THAI WHILE IT WAS APPARENT THAT
SERIOUS MUTHAL DISTRIST EXISTED BETWEEN THE ROK MARINES AND
THE GVN AUANG NAM PROVINCE ADVISORS, THERE WAS NO HARD EVIDENCE
AVAILABLE WHICH COULD RELATE THE KOREANS TO THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THIS RICE CACHE. IN THE ABSENCE OF HARD EVIDENCE IT WAS
CONCLUDED THAT A CONTINIED PROBING OF THIS MATTER MIGHT EASILY
RESULT IN INTERNATIONAL COMPLICATIONS THE MAGNITUDE OF WHICH
MIGHT NOT BE CONTROLLABLE. HOWEVER, SHOULD NEW EVIDENCE BE
!NNAARTHED WHICH COULD PR OV IDE EVIDENCE OF THE COMPLICITY OF
ONE OR MORE PARTIES, REGARDLESS OF ATIONALITY, THE INVESTI-
GATION SHOULD BE REOPENED.

G. IN ADDITION, IT WAS FELT THAT WHILE THE CONTROL OF THE
MOVEMENT OF SUPPLIES BY A SYSTEM OF CHECK POINTS MIGHT BE HELP_
FIL, IT WOULD NOT GET AT THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM. THE ESSEN_
TIAL PROBLEM WAS THAT OF INADEQUATE COMMODITY CONTROL OVER FOOD
RESOURCES IN I CORPS. AS THIS MATTER IS ONE OF EXCL ISSIVE CON_
TR OL Y THE GVN, THE PROBLEM WAS ONE WHICH TRANSCENDED I CORPS
RESPONSIBILITIES AND WOULD NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE RESOLVED ON
THE MACV/AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL.

H. ON , FEBRUARY 1969, A SECOND LARGE RICE CACHE WAS DIS_
COVERED IN SOUTHERN AUANG NAM BY THE 7TH MARINE REGIMENT.
WHILE BY NO MEANS OF SIMILAR SIZE, IT WAS A LARGE CACHE OF
MORE THAN 6D TON AND DISPLAYED THE SAME UNISUAL CHARACTERIS.
TICS CONCERNING THE METHOD OF CONCEALMENT WHICH WERE NOTED IN
THE ORIGINAL KOREAN RICE CACHE. IN ADDITION, IT WAS ONLY NINE
ILOMETERS FROM THE FIRST RICE CACHE. THIS CACHE WAS ALSO
CAREFULLY INVESTIGATED BY III MAF. AFTER SIFTING ALL AVAILABLE EVIDENCE
IT WAS DETERMINED THAT NO CONCLUSIONS COMLD BE REACHED CONCER-
NING THE PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS ESTABLISHMENT.

I. AS A RESULT OF THE DEVELOPMENTS WHICH HAD OCCURRED
OVER THE PERIOD 11 JANUARY- FEBRIAARY 1969, a COMPLETE REVIEW
OF HE PROBLEM OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTOL IN @HANG NAM PROVINCE
WAS PREPARED Y THE III MAF STAFF.

J. THE CONCLISSION REACHED BY III MAF ON 14 FEBRUARY 1969
AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW WAS THAT DEPITY FOR CORDS III MAF
SHOULD BE TASKED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROVIDING RECOM-
MENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING THE EXISTING SYSTEM OF FOOD RESOURCE
CONTR I CORPS. MLC
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K. ON 18 FEBRnt\RY 1969 MR. GORDON /lRMSTRO!4G, THE n5AID,--1 
INVESTIGATION TEAM CHIEF !'?lET I.IITH TI1E III MAF STAF'F" F'OR THE 
PnRPOSE OF DISC"SSING THE ?ICE.C~CHES IN l)ET~IL. AT THE COM_ 
CL"S'rON OF' THESF: nrSCUSSIONS A REr,HyEST HAS Mf.DE BY nSAID F'OR 
A COpy OF OUR FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL INVESTIG~TION. fJ, COpy OF' 
TKIS INVESTIG"TION "'~S RELEt-SED TO DEP CORDS III MAr FOR nSE 
AS- BtJ,C!{GFfOuND -l'QR THE:JJSAID- IN"ESTTGATION TE,6I\1. IT I.!/~S -MADE -­
CLEtJ.R ~T riHS TIME TO DEP CORDS -tHlIT HfF'ORMATIO-N~r.ONCER~lING -
THE POSS IELE INVOLVEMENT 01' GVN OR THIRD COuNTRY PER SONNEL 
H) THE EST"SLISHMENT OF' THIS CACHE SHOnLD ~WT BE RELE{lSED ~S 
THEY RF.PRESFNTED ALLEGATIONS TH~T COtlLD NOT BE PROVEl) ~ND THAT 
RELEASE OF' II\JF'OPM~T!ON OF' 1'11S NATlfRE COnLD BE MOST I')ELFTERI_ 
OpS TO ARV~l/F'l,rM~F' RELATIOFl.lSHIPS IN I CORPS. 
2. (S/NOF"ORN) THIS, IN SuMMARY, ~RE TI1E 1{IGHLIG4TS OF' THE 
RICE CarHE PROBLE~ ~ND ITS RELATIONSHIP, &S ME SEE IT, wITH 
THE PROBLEM OF F'001) f?FSOnRCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. I MILL 
PROVIDE U~!DFR SEPhR~TE COVFR ~ COpy OF" MY FOOl) RESOTIRCE CO~L 
TROL STnDY IN r.'Iml\)G !\l6;fYI 1'0R YO"R MORE l)ET&)LET) PERIIS",L OF' IJ-lE 
PPOBLEM. IN ",DDITION, " COPY OF" PIE RICE C~CHE INVFSTIG~.TIONS 
MILL ~LSO BE F'ORI,IARl)El) YOP. B~SED ·"PON. THESE STnD IES I HAVE 
TAt{EN "eTTON TO RESOLVF Tl-fF: PROBLEMS OF' F'OOD RESOuRCE CONTROL 
IfI) I COR PS. 
3. (S/NOF'OPN) THIS RVPRESENTS r, RESnME 01' THE INVESTIGtlTION 
AS OF" THIS DATE. I AM CONTINnING TO' PnpSpE THIS M6TTER'ALONG 
THE L H1ES NOTFD IN YOIfR RECENT LETTER. H01.rEV14'R, ~ S IT IS OB­
,-,IOnSlY .0. MOST SENSITIVE I5S1IE, I BELIEVE THIS IS &N ~REp IN 
'"HICH t"E Mn5T MilKE H.~STE SLOt.lLY. J ",ILL KEEP YOn INFORMED AS 
TO THE RESuLTS OF MY FURTHER INVESTIG~TIOM ~S IT PROGRESSES. 
4. RELATED TO THE ABOVE, I H~"E BEEN GIVENA.COPY OF A 
PAPER FROM THE POLAD/DANANG (MACK) TO POL/S~IGON 
(THORNE) D&TED ~5,~PR69. THE SUSJ IS "OVERVIEltf OF' .,N1) 

ROv """,PINE BRIGADE ACTIVITIES JAN68.APR69 IN·f.'IlANG NAM 
PROVINCE". I 1.!ILL F',OR"JARD YOu ~ COpy OF THE PAPER, 
MEAN!,rHILE, r M TRYING TO SORT O"T F'llCTS "NT) OPINIONS. .1f-(/(q) 
GP -1 ':J 
8~9 
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K. ON 18 FEBRUJARY 1969 MR. GORD ON ARMSTRONG, THE ISSAID
INVESTIGATION TEAM CHIEF MET WITH THE III MAF STAFF FOR THE
PMRPOSE OF DISCUSSING THE RICE CACHES IN DETAIL. AT THE CON_
CLUSION OF THESE DISCUSSIONS A REAUEST WAS MADE BY NSAID FOR
A COPY OF ONR FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL INVESTIGATION. A COPY OF
THIS INVESTIGATION WAS RELEASED TO DEP CORDS III MAF FOR 11SE

AS BACKGROUND FOR THE USAID INVESTIGATION TEAM. IT WAS MADE
CLEAR AT THIS TIME TO DEP CORDS THAT INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OF GVN OR THIRD COUNTRY PERSONNEL
IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS CACHE SHOULD NOT BE RELEASED AS
THEY REPRESENTED ALLEGATIONS THAT COULD NOT BE PROVED AND THAI
RELEASE OF INFORMATION OF THIS NATURE CONLD BE MOST DELETERI.
ous TO ARVN/FWMAF RELATIONSHIPS IN I CORPS.
2. (S/NOFORN) THIS, IN SUMMARY, ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
RICE CACHE PROBLEM AND ITS RELATIONSHIP, AS WE SEE IT, WITH
THE PROBLEM OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. I WILL
PROVIDE UNDER SEPARATE COVER A COPY OF MY FOOD RESOURCE CON_
TROL STUDY IN CHANG NAM FOR YONR MORE DETAILED PERISSAL OF THE
PROBLEM. IN ADDITION ; A COPY OF THE RICE CACHE INVESTIGATIONS
WILL ALSO BE FORWARDED YOU. BASED UPON THESE STUDIES I HAVE
TAKEN ACTION TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL
IN I CORPS.
3. (S/NOFORN) THIS REPRESENTS A RESUME OF THE INVESTIGATION
AS OF THIS DATE. I AM CONTINUING TO PURSHE THIS MATTER ALONG
THE LINES NOTED IN YOUR RECENT LETTER. HOMEVER, AS IT IS 0B-
VIOUSLY A MOST SENSITIVE ISSUE, I BELIEVE THIS IS AN AREA IN
WHICH WE MUST MAKE HASTE SLOWLY. I WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED AS
TO THE RESULTS OF MY FURTHER INVESTIGATION AS IT PROGRESSES.
4. RELATED TO THE ABOVE, I HAVE BEEN GIVEN A COPY OF A
PAPER FROM THE POLAD/DANANG (MACK) TO POL/SAIGON
(THOR NE) DATED 25APR69. THE SUBJ IS "OVERVIEW OF 2ND
ROY MARINE BRIGADE ACTIVITIES JAN68-APR IN CHANG NAM
PROVINCE". I WILL FORWARD YOU A COPY OF THE PAPER,
MEANWHILE, I'M TRYING TO SORT OuT FACTS AND OPINIONS. #11(4)GP-1
869
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11'0 ZEI/CO'UIAVXUPACT DIG RVN 
I!M' 
COl , ID E • f 1 A L 

.. _ .. .;; 

.) " 

, (. 

FOR VAOM IUMVA1..T FROt'I LT Gil NICKEftSOIi 11'0 IADM BO .. IER 
1. I THIll IT MISHT IE APPROPRIATE l' YOu WOULD TAK! 
t Ml tUl' TO VISIT THI DAIAI6 AREA All> VIEW tHE DAMAGE 
WHICK RESULTED FROM tKE ASP 1 DISASTER. l' YOU AGREE, 
PLiAS£ ADVISE tHE TIME IT WOULD It APPROPRIATE FOR 
YOU AID I WOULD Bf HAPPY TO MA.J~UCH ARRAIGl1'lENTS 
A$ AR£ ,.ECI'SARY FOR YOUR VIsrr.: 
a. WAI" RESAROS-. 
. 6P-• 

. UHf 

NNI. 
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CONFIDENTIAL

APRP.M.

child

00 YSQKOZ 30DE YMRLKA 22 1200645
0 3006452 ZYH
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO COMNAVFORV SGN RVN
INFO ZEN/COMNAVXUPACI DNG RVN
ZEM
C O N F ID E # TIAL
FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LT GEN NICKERSON INFO RADM BONNER
1. I THINK IT MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IF YOU WOULD TAKE
THE TIME TO VISIT THE DANANG AREA AND VIEW THE DAMAGE
WHICH RESULTED FROM THE ASP 1 DISASTER. IF YOU AGREE,
PLEASE ADVISE THE TIME IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR
YOU AND I WOULD BE HAPPY TO MAKE SUCH ARRANGEMENTS
AS ARE NECESSARY FOR YOUR VISIT.
2. WARN REGARDS.
GP-4
100
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A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE 
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,ROUTE SECTION 
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0 0401
FM CG

APRAM.REC:
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM

RAIOPSECREI
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NIC KERSON
1. NEARLY TWO HOURS OF TRIAL AND ER R OR ELAPSED AND NO SUCCESS WITH
KY-3 TELEPHONE. WILL TRY 5APR AM AS SUGGESTED. CHECKING MY COMM HERE

FOR REASONS. HAVE PASSED TO YOU CERTAIN MESSAGES SEPARATELY VAN SAAD
CHAPPIE HAD TALKED WITH YOU YESTERDAY. LEW HAS READ OUR FILE AND ABE
PERSONALLY EXPRESSED CONCERN TO HIM RE SERVICES UNILATERAL ACTIONS TO
DECREASE SUPPORT OF WAR. WARM REGARDS.
GP71
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MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF OF STAFF 

Subj: Proposed Kham Duc/Base Area 112 Operation 

Ref: (A) 1-1ACV I S Request Same Subj ect 

Encl: (1) Proposed Reply to Ref ~ 
,,11M."" 

1. In essence the proposed message (enclosure 1) states CG rlr M~F 
believes proposed operation is desirable and feasible and outlines 
overall timing (1 May - Mid-September). 

2. The message also: 
A. Stresses need for Delta Force and CCN effort. 
B. Assumes avai~ility of 101st ABN Div to meet force require-

ments (if it is required for an overriding higher priority mission ""'!a~ 
then we would need external assistance, i.e. 173rd ABN Bde. Purposely, 
this specific contingency is not addressed in the message although the 
CG may want to discuss it with Gen Abrams). 

C. Indicates CGIS intentions to obtain ARVN participation (which 
if made available will reduce U. S. force requirement by an equivalent 
number of battalions). 

D. Indicates the risks involved and the requirement for an avail­
able reserve should circumstances warrant. 
- . 
3. Proposed reply does not info CG XXIV Corps who was info addee an 
MACV message. CG XXIV Corps undoubtedly will not take kindly to 
proposal concerning 101st Abn units particularly since he has not been 
consulted. If submitted in present form it is highly likely he will 
be made aware of proposal via Army channels. Two alternative approaches 
are evident: 

A. Hold off submission until eG has discussed with Gen Stillwell 
and then forward with his comments, Or 

B. State requirement for 173rd at the outset and recast the message 
accordingly. 

4. Do not believe we can be faulted for trying to do the job withih 
own resources and at this juncture it appears that 101st Abn could be 
tapped. I lean toward CG discussing possible use of 101st with Gen 
Stillwell. 

Very Respectfully 

W//O 
DECLASSIFIED 
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a

MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF OF STAFF

Subj: Proposed Kham Duc/Base Area 112 Operation

(A) MACV'S Request Same SubjectRef:

Encl: (1) Proposed Reply to Ref

1. In essence the proposed message (enclosure 1) states CG III MAF
believes proposed operation is desirable and feasible and outlines
overall timing (1 May - Mid-September).

2. The message also:
A. Stresses need for Delta Force and CCN effort.
B. Assumes availability of 101st ABN Div to meet force require-

ments (if it is required for an overriding higher priority mission dsewhere
then we would need external assistance, i.e. 173rd ABN Bde. Purposely,
this specific contingency is not addressed in the message although the
CG may want to discuss it with Gen Abrams).

C. Indicates CG'S intentions to obtain ARVN participation (which
if made available will reduce U. S. force requirement by an equivalent
number of battalions).

D. Indicates the risks involved and the requirement for an avail-
able reserve should circumstances warrant.

3. Proposed reply does not info CG XXIV Corps who was info addee on
MACV message. CG XXIV Corps undoubtedly will not take kindly to
proposal concerning 101st Abn units particularly since he has not been
consulted. If submitted in present form it is highly likely he will
be made aware of proposal via Army channels. Two alternative approaches
are evident:

A. Hold off submission until CG has discussed with Gen Stillwell
and then forward with his comments, or

B. State requirement for 173rd at the outset and recast the message
accordingly.

4. Do not believe we can be faulted for trying to do the job within
own resources and at this juncture it appears that 101st Abn could be
tapped. I lean toward CG discussing possible use of 101st with Gen
Stillwell.

Very Respectfully

am prepared
to discuss

your

Convenience

w/ 10
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o 142339Z tYW Z'1'-l 
FM C 6 II 1 ~ AF' 

'.' 

TO C OMUSM ACV 
ZEM ..: ~ 7' .. ;/ . 

TOP sEc RET EYES ONL Y SECT ION ONE OF TWO 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROO1 L TGEN NIC KERSON 

A. MAC 4121 /215 E 0 2 91 2 13Z MAR 69 
1. THIS RESPOroDS TO,YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE 

,CREATED FOR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY, 
AND RA'ISING THE QUESTI ON OF A POSSIB..E PRE1EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE 
ENEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 MID KHAM DUC REGIONS,. SPECIFICALLY 

, . 

YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGM DING T HE: DESIRABILITY, FEASIBIL TY . AND . 
POSSIBLE TIMmG OF' SUCH A MOlE. ACCORD INGLY, THE Fa..LOWING PARAGRAPHS 
CONVEY MY VIEWS. 
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFFORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE 
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL 
ALTERNATIVE. H1S RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENJ!1t1YIN 
WESTERN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK 
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUG GEST. THE DIFF I CUL!TY AND INACCESSIBIL ITY OF 

,THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 614 AND KHAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LrKELY PROS­
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT R,EGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED 
MIXEI RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEffiUARY I HAVE PROGRA~ED FORTY PHorO 
REeCE smTIES INTO THAT AREA;' THAT PHOTOCEAPHY REVEALED 
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES' 
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS 
I NIO AND AR OUND K HAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER, 
H aiEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETA ILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 
GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY.O 
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED Nlfl1EROUS 
EMISSIONS IN'THE OF A 514 AND ZC 121112. AERIAL PHarmRAPHY REVEALS 
A ROAD 

BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 965. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11,17, 
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLlW THE F'OLL(lIJING DAY. LAST YEAR A 
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001156 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER 
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT 'ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO 
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I 
C QNSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT 
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE 
E'NEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN ,THE WAY 
OF FORGES· AND SUPPLIES HI" THE TARGET AREA. ONCE THIS IS D[tJr.!MIIED 
I if." ~[P~[D TO,INV[ST THE NECESSARY FORC!!: TO -DISTRUPT T~ I pJ~/~ 

..... 11,.·. ' --' ." 
'~?'" ' 
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0 0423392 ZYN ZFF-1
FM C G III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM

T OPSECRE T EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NIC KERSON

A. MAC 4006 E0 291213Z MAR 69
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE
CREATED FOR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY,
AND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE7EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE
ENEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY

YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBIL TY AND
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORD INGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS
CONVEY MY VIEWS.
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFF ORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN
WESTERN QUANG TR I AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIBIL OF
THE TERRAIN AR OUND BA 614 AND K HAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS-
PECT F OR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTO
RECCE SORTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS
INTO AND AR OUND K HAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER,
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO
G IVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY. 0
TWO INFRARED DETECT OF MISSIONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS
EMISSIONS IN THE OF A 614 AND ZC 0112. AERIAL PHOT OG RAPHY REVEALS
A ROAD

BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11, 17,
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE FOLLOWING DAY. LAST YEAR A
GR OUND REC ON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEV OT E TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE
E NEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAY
OF FORCES AND SUPPLIES IN THE TAR GET AREA. ONCE THIS IS DETERMINED

10/11,I AM PREPARED TO INVEST THE NECESSARY FORCE TO DISTRUPT THE

10(1)

(TO)
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\ 3. I COISlDEJ1t TRAT A P'RltEJIlfTIVE OPERAT 10. 11 5Tti'lerll LII TRE SA 614/ 
I J{trAM Due AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOW!:"!, TIlf~t IT 1$ AI OPlNATIOLV 

THAT WE MUST APPROACI1 IN A DELI~AJE FASHION, IN VIEW OF rHE 
REMafENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS; 
THE UNCERTAINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; .AND OF' THE THINNING 
elF' MY F(ftCES tHAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE 
REQUIRES FoR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE 

,_OPERATION, WITHIN THE F'RAMEWffiK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVE 
- CONSIDERED THE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTffiS AND FORESEE NO INSURMOUNT-

ABLE PROB..EM. 
A. THE t!!RRAIN ,IS EXTREMELY DIFFICUL T BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE 
PLAT£AU FROM I I C_TZ_TO,.JHE D~LZ" _WH£RE, J!lE~OPERATEASA M.ATTER _OF -
ROUTINE. ' , . - ., 

B. ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURING -THE C(lYlING MONTHS IS-PR-E-DICTED­
TO IMPEDE OPERAtIONS SQ'lJEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A 
S ER IOU SLIM I TIN G FA C TOR. . 
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPeRT of THE OPERATION WILL BE 

CHAllENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOOISITICS BECCMES A 
DISQUALIFYING FACTOR. 

D. BECAUSE OUR INTEll. I GENCE ,OF THE TAR GET AREA 1 S SKETC HY, THE OPER-; 
ATION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL 
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAT THERECON REVEALED., ) 
THE EFFORT IN OUlD CONCENTRATE ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES.( I WOULD ALSO RELY 
HEAV lL Y ON THE DELT A FORCE AND CC N PAT R OL S. WE WOULD REQU IRE YOUR 

C'ONTI(lJUE'D ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELTA FCRCE WITH us. I CONsiDER THE 
DELTA FORCE AND PRIORITY CCN PArRa.. SUPPCRT A KEY ELEMENT IN THE 
F' EASIBIl ITY OF THE CONCEPT. 

E. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF TROOP AVAILABILITY, I ESTIMATE THAT 
THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE WO BRIGADES, ONE FRct1 

AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WIL,L INTROOUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE 
HAS PROffiESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OF 
THE ACTUAL SITUATION. CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF' OPERATIONS IN ' 
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COOMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND 
THE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR' DlV IN THE NORTH, THE ONLY CCMMAND 

WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PRO} 101 NG ADDITIONAL FOOCES IS 
THE HHST. WHILE IT, TOO, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING 
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE 
A T THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101 ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A 
SECOND BRIGADE FOR INTRCDUCTION INTO THE. OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I 
BELIEVE, OVER-EXTEND, III MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, C~BINED 
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIffiITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST 
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III 
MAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL CRIGADE, HCWEVER, SClt1E REPOSITIONING OF 
MY PRESENT. FmCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHI CH W.ILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN 

; DEGREE OF .RIS.K. THE RISK BECOME,S MORE ACCEPTAaE WITH THE 
I ;AS.sJ(iiOliN~~ OF AN ADD!T IONAl BRIDADE. , 

, I 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3. I CONSIDER THAT A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN STRENGTH IN THE BA 614/
K HAM DUC AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATION
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE
REMOTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS;
THE UNCERTAINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; AND OF THE THINNING
OF MY FORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE
REQUIRES F OR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE
OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVE
CONSIDERED THE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AND FORESEE NO IN SURMOUNT

ABLE PROBLEM.
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE
PLATEAU FROM II CTZ TO THE DMZ, WHERE WE OPERATE AS A MATTER OF
OUTINE.

ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS. PREDICTEDB.
TO IMPEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A
SERIOUS LIMITING FACTOR.

THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BEC.
CHALLENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BEC OMES A
ISQUALIFYING FACTOR.

D. BECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE OF THE TAR GET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER-
ATION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE REC ON REVEALED.
THE EFF ORT WOULD CONCENTRATE ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY
HEAV ILY ON THE DELTA FORCE AND CC N PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOUR
CONTINUED ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELTA FORCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THE
DELTA FORCE AND PRIORITY CCN PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELEMENT IN THE
FEASIBILITY OF THE CONCEPT.
E. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF TROOP AVAILABILITY, I ESTIMATE THAT

THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE

HAS PROGRESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OF
THE ACTUAL SITUATION. CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND
THE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE N ORTH , THE ONLY COMMAND

WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORCES IS
THE 101ST. WHILE IT, T 00, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE
AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A
SECOND BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I
BELIEVE, OVER-EXTEND III MAF BEY ON G THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, COMBINED
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRICRITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III
MAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL OR I GADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OF
MY PRESENT FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE
ASSIGNENT OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE.

10(2)
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o 342339Z· ZYH ZFF-1 
l-1 CG 1/ I NA F I 
TO COMU~ACV 
ZEN . ~ • .~. ~ 

TO P SEC RET EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE 
N\)J) NLCESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMRHAS IS O~J COMB I NED OPERAT IONS AND 
m~T1NUE TO HELP ARVN PICK uP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER .SHARE OF 
~E LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, 1 ~O~LD EXPECT LTGEN 
LA,\1 TO COi·!TRIJ3UTZ AT LEAST 0:\2 3ATTArJlO~ TO THE: OPEnATION, 
:-{)P~?:.iLLY l'jORS. THE PRZCISE SIZ:, l-IO~";EVER, OF THE ARV:~ COM;·JIT,112!n, 
IS A l'll\TT2R \;;-iICii I ::OULD ;\12GOIATE ':11E1 LTGZ:l~ LM1 AT A LATZR 
[ATiZ, TAj~I[:G Jf:TO ACCOUljT AL30 Tii;::: Ji··;CI1Ef.SZi) REQJlazr·1E£·:T FOi1 TdOOP.s 
L S];;':;H'::RC: I n I eTZ AS FOR cc:s Aj-7.'2 ;:;;;:;?LOY:O TO THE lC-IA[l D iJC AREA. 
L:. L.;:'::CAU.3: :;i r::tD TO [(:JO;: ;·iOR:::: ASOUT TE:!: SITUATION I;~ TI-12 IC;-!Ai·) 

.::.uc Ar{i.A, 11-::::: PACE, SCOPS AI\:D50RI;Z~:TATIO;-: OF T:!E \'l'AJOR COll;:;;'T 
'y'F'ORT iiO;J.;!v f;;::Pt::;u Oil OUr( I ;:ITIAL" cor:C2RT':::D R;::~Ol·::;A ISSAi:C2 ?HA2~. 
;<OR /;-113 R~ASOil, AVAILt,E IL ITY OF PROJt::CT DZL TA 10rtC2i:i IS ,-\ K':Y I ;.j 
-GL: TI1·jlj~3. I J.!:LI2:V;: T;-iAT nli iJSLT,~ FORC2S COULD ll2: 3;-[IFT20 SOJTH 
il,u'j CASS PARII TO 1;.;dIATc Ll21R OPiRATIO::,3 J;~ l{Ai'l J:JC ARc.A on 1 
I'AY. Tj-:::: :'ACI:"'ITIZS OF SZVER,'.L SITES AR~ a;zI:·jG Ar~ALYZE:D 
It; DZT A I L TO ::;:L2 CT 0 ;.:c: '.:; r! I Ci·[ ::0 ULD 82 .su I T AS L'::: 10R COLO CA T 18~: 0 ;~. 
J:lT;-i Tl-;2 D':::LTA FOf,C2SMW CC:! l!JOBIL2: Lft.U:':CH TiAl·i. CO:jSIL:i:rili:G 1;-:,2 
R::~O;':;:A I S~A l~C2: '::FFORT AS THZ PH I ;,:C I PAL PA CTOf! D2T:fld I [~lf'iG ,'.Ji-iir;;ili 
(Q{ nOT TO .::XPA:·!D· Tii.::: OPZRATIO[:, I ','IOULO J:JJG2: A 30 iJAY OPiliATI[,lG 
2::fiIOD :-;OULl) TiLL ThE STORY. AS5Ul,llNG TrIAT_ Tik COr:Ci:NTKATiiJ Ri2:CCN 
iFfORT iCV~LGP;:J l-!ARO MJ) ZXPLO ITAGLE: I UTELLIGLt'iCE, ABOUT 1 JJilE 
I ':!O;jLD In T I ATc A 3 SATT AL 10;: ASSAJL T. ','j 1T.1 C::ilG I ;'JE::":;~;3, ArlTY 
~'~D ScRVICi:: SUPPORT ~L':::f"E:'lTS liiTO T:i£ OLD i<HAf·l juC SASS A;~::"A TO 
SZA.:JLISri Al-l i'"OG.AG) COi:Du..CT SiCuRITY O?ERATIO[~S lil ITS 1;4i;1i::DIATi: 
VICI:·lITY. I A1HICIPATt: THAT ABOUT TI.'IO :'~;£i;{.3 . 
:PULiJ 3.::: R.!:QUIR2D TO l\lAl{2 iG-rA;l JuC 1\ F;j~]CT 10 [·!5 FOB CAPADLi OF· SUP­
PORTlf~G A TOTAL OF' :5 I['J'"~A[HRY DATTALIOf\!$, 3 ARTY 3ATTALIO~;S, Aim 
AOPROPR I AZi. SUPPORT ZLf:NZ[ns. I ';:OULD T;-iEf,) 1 [~TRODUCL THC 
/tJD ITOEAL COt·iBAT ZLE£·lZ1HS Oi-;' A::OTdSR BR IGAD2. R IF ~iO~LD i3C: ACCiL;.!:f,­
AT2:D, LA.3Tli·;G AS LO~:G A';) 6J DAYS, DEPE[·.:L)U':G uPO:: Ti-iE lJEV£LO?t'!Z;;T 01'­

TI-j;£ SITUAT 10f~. :li. COULD COiJCLUDE THI:: OPSRAZ 10lJ AT THIS JUnCTURi!:, dUT 
1 ',':OULD PROPO'Si!: INST2:AD TO LAUriCH A FOuR BATTALIO[,j ATTAC:\ Fi{Ql~ 
i~-;Al'1 DUC, ,t~ORTHr-.:A.ST, ASTRIDE THE SO~!G CAl E!.rrZRlfiG 3A 11 ~'JW[~ Tl-i2 ~·!2ST. 
CO~:CJfm~nULY, I !,';OULiJ TASK na; 1ST riAR DIV TO LA;jl~CH A COORiJli';AT;::D 
AfT ACK 01~ SA 112 FROM T H2 £ASZ I"~ ITH AT LEAST 0 ~)E KEG I t·1E l'lT. n: I S 
RiAS;:': OF TEi!: OP£RATlOf'.l ~'JOULD COl'!CLUDE U i~ID-Si!:PTiZl'lB£R.· 
5. I~ SUXMARY, I COM5JDER A PRZEM?TIVE OPERATION I~ THi SA 
614/t~;-lAd DUC AREA BOTE D£SIRAELE AND FEASIBLE, ASSU;·lINGDELTi~ 
riQRC~ AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY Cel'! SUPPORT, A;.jO T:iE ASSIGiM£1:T Or AF 
/J)iJ IT lOCAL SR lGADe:: rfiTH ,ITS rWR1"}AL ·SUPPORT. V";'ITH t~O RAD lCAL 
SitFT Ii: C;]RR2:I"'T TACTICAL TRENDS, \'1'£ ARE PR~PAf~E:D TO li~ITIATE: nli 
CP2RATIO;'; ON 1 NAY. I HAVl!: DISCUSSED Tii::: PROPOSiD OPERATION IN DETAIL 
WITH CHARLIE; GETTYS, A'ND HOLD.HIS PROPOSED COt~Cli:PT AND O,PERATION 
l1.A~J, ','!H1Cii I HAVE TE!~TATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD 
~ PLEhSED TO DISCUSS'THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESE:~T A 
fRIEIING. AT A Tlf'lE AND PLACE OF YOUR CliOICi. 

·1 . 
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0 3423392 ZYH ZFF-1
M CG 111 MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
TOPSECRET EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO
F. I BELIEVE ARV N PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND
CONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LTGEN
LAM TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE BATTAWION TO THE OPERATION,
!OPEFULLY MORE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT,
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGOLATE WITH LTGZI LAM AT A LATER
LATE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS
LSM,HERE IN ICTZ AS FORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA.
4. BECAUSE DE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM
DJC AREA, THE PACE, SCOPE AND SORIENTATION OF THE HAJOR COMBAT
FFORT WOUND DEPEND 00 OUR INITIAL CONCERTED RECORNAISSANCE PHASE.
FOR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS it KEY IN
THE TIMING. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH
ROM CASS PARK TO INITIATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA ON 1

PAY. THE FACILITIES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED
IN DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHICH OULD BE SUITABLE FOR COLOCATION OF
LOTH THE DELTA FORCES AND CCN MOBILE LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE
RECORRAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER
CR NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERATION, I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATINO
ERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON
EFFORT DEVELOPED HARD AND EXPLOITABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC SASE AREA TO
ESZABLISH All FOD. AND CONDUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS Ii] ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY. I ANTICIPATE THAT ABOUT TWO WEEKS
OULD BE REQUIRED TO MAKE KHAM DJC A FUNCTIONS FOB CAPABLE OF SUP-
PORTING A TOTAL OF S INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTALIONS, AND
APPROPRIAZE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN INTRODUCE THE
ADITONAL COMBAT ELEMENTS OF ANOTHER BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER-
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS SO DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE SITUATION. TIE COULD CONCLUDE THE OPERAZION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT
WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM
KIAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAI ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE WEST.
CONCURRENTULY, I WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED
ATTACK ON BA 112 FROM THE EASZ WITH AT LEAST ONE REGIMENT. THIS
PHASE OF THE OPERATION WOULD CONCLUDE IN D-SEPTEMBER.
5. IN SUXMARY, I CONSUDER A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN THE BA
614/KHAH DUC AREA BOTH DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLE, ASSUMING DELTA
FORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AF
ODITIONAL BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL

SHIFT IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE
OPERATION ON 1 MAY. 1 HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL
WITH CHARLIE GETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PROPOSED CONCEPT AND OPERATION
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD
E PLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A
RIEFING AT A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE.
P-
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OPERATION 
X- ORIGINATOR 
A-ACTION ICOGNIZANC'E 

COOE 

C -COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION 
I - IN F/)RMAnON 
5 - SIG(I;ATURE 

ROUTE SECTION COOE 
DATE 

IN OUT 
t'3I 7A "CG 

'* 
kJJ 

Vl V' DCG /" ~ 
~ DCG AIR 

'2. CIS Z; 
oe/s 

OC/S PLAN 

/ SI,S I *'~ 
G-'I 

t G-2 

G-3 
~ G-4 

G-5 
G-6 

CAP 

ADJ 

CORDS 

~MB/TRANS 

ENGR 

Has co 
INSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSY OPS . 
SUPPLY 

tEGAI. 
PMO 

sac 

DECLASSIFIED 

mMAF FORM 52" iREV3-SS) c 
FROM 

' IDAF5 LTG NI CKERSON APRIL 69 
'. 

SERIAL4I: I CONTROL DATE 
I, 21 3, 

I 

o 042340Z " COP'f* OF COP1:::S REC) 

1IIJliAL ITc~ET EYES o.NLY 

III REMARKS ()J , 

, ~iI ~~S DOCUMENT 15 UNDER CONTROL ANO 
IV )(t./'A UST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac W:TrlIN 

\ Y r i 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION ID1SPGS-
, 

I"ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

fJJII/'l 11.- W' 
I 

~ 

\ 

" SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
OPERATION CODE FROM DATE

LTG NICKERSON 05 APRIL 69x- ORIGINATOR
A-ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION
1,2,3,1- INFORMATION o 042340ZS-SIGNATURE COPY# OF COPIES REC)

DATE SUBJECT
SECTION INITIALROUTE CODE SECRET EYES ONLYOUTIN

3 6/pied N
CG REMARKS

6AprDCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN

Z IC/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPUS-
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

4/5IS/S
G-1
G-2

G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
Hasco

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac

SECRET
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1. YODR 041325% fWERIID THE CIRCUHsTANCESSUftROUNDIN6 THI 
DAVID LAMB KKlD WITM GE" DAVIS, TO INCLUDE WKAT ICTUALLY VA 
8Y SItN D"IS. 

~I '~ 

2., THIRD MARDIY M!SSAIE eZe148Z TO CG III MA' IS ,UOTED BELOW, QUOTE 
CON F I DIN T 1 A L EXCLUSIVE 'OR LTGEI NICKERSON 
UpI PRESS RILIA.I IY fG DAVl LaMB 
I. PIn LAM' HAS BiEN onRATlSI II TKE 3pJMdDIV AR!A DtJ1UNS 
Jl !cEIT COftBAT r:IQAS!f4!:t.rs A ltD HAS Olf ~ oeeASIOft' INTER ... 
VIEWIll (I!:I!RAL"'IcQI 0' THI DIVISIOII!! HIS ACCOUNTS 0' 
C •• AT •• HIS RltlASr! IASlI) Olf TJm IITEftVIEW'S HAVE ALWAYI 
ItlN ',AatIAL Aim HAV! PROVIDED SOLID SUf'JltORT 'OR MARl HE OPlR­
OT 101:1. 8fall6 TM! LAST MONTH HE' HAS EAR N!D THE REIPleT AtlD 
TIUln OF tltosr DIALING WItH filM. . 
2, C)N OTUR OC(;A.IO"5 HE HAS II!I (UVgl OFF THE RECORD AND 
BACKSHOll.' OIL Y IftIEFIISI, 'ftl DIB NOT VIOLATE Air CONFIDENCE 

. 01 TROSt eeCASIOftl. . 
, 3. IT ,~A$ tJpt. tHE.lce.UTI&H THAT tJJE Rr;U2JTID AND 

Rlellyr» AfflIfTU'IEW WITH ME. 
4. HE WANTID TO EXPLORE TfC WAR IN DEPT!f., M£ C.Mg IN AFTER 
I lIftER AID DIICISSEl) 'OR .1 Mout nIt ""lftlL ARIAS OF SAflCTUARI!S, 
ETc, ttr ItmicATn THAT ,ft[ UDD$ToOD THAt I 1>ID' 18T WANT TO 
BE QUOT!D OR CTJt!JUnSE £5TA11:.181£1) AS A SOURe! OF IDIAS 'AND 
TIAT ff! VGULD lOT DO so •• WA' TOLD WITK enTAIITY THAT IT 

, MIGHT Ii 11l',j,U)1.[ POLITI CALL Y TO EX'AN) OPiRAtloNS. THE .,OTIS 
'''ICMlAMB USOWEIUt 'tRIfiD FROM A DISCUSSIOI OF PRill ClIPPI NIl 
W Mle" ! HADenl MY OE~I.r,H!S' cLI"INGS 'RGPOSf;D TRAT WI HAD 
OILY TWeCKGl eiS Iff. YIETIAM. ONE WAS TO RISUN£ TIfE 80MBllfG. 

, rllE .,.HI.' W4' TO co.rlluE WI.TR OUR PRESEtT TACTICS. HE WAS . 
, 1'0\.1) llt.1 wrtttot!tT COff,l'J)EJUla THE POLITICAL AsnCTS TltERX ,Alt 

C£:I'" 1-.'1' O1lf1rr COURSES 0' ACTIOII WHICH ARE PEASI81..1 FROM THf; 
MIt-It"if'STADPOI11. rRl. HI \lAB CIV!' MY VIEWSA' TO 011 
AtTil . .. ,. TU ·SA1.AMX" TAtTte!! THIS ,.S 10! REnAT lOT 
•. $;~ ,POSS ALlOU'.1'1V1 ••• .,BRltO. '. 
1'1111 11 cu. lU~$l","Y. m 11 

. ' '~~. 

VK~' ... AMIl Re:r, .• ~,.~ __ 
ftllliP:'!iI'''''. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0

ZEI
SECRET EYES ONLY
1. YOUR 041325Z QUERIED THE CIRCUNSTANCES SURROUNDING THE
DAVID LAMB HELD WITH GEN DAVIS, TO INCLUDE WHAT ACTUALLY WAS
BY 8EN DAVIS.
2. THIRD MARDIV MESSAGE 0201402 TO CG III MAF IS QUOTED BEL OW: QUOTE
C 0 N F I D E N T I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON
UPI PRESS RELEASE BY MR DAVE LAMB
1. MR LAMB HAS BEEN OPERATING IN THE 3D MARDIV AREA DURING
RECENT COMBAT ENGAGEMENTS AND HAS ON MAY OCCASIONS INTER-
VIEWED GENERAL OFFICERS OF THE DIVISION. HIS ACCOUNTS OF
COMBAT AND HIS RELEASES BASED ON THE INTERVIEWS HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN FACTUAL AND HAVE PROVIDED SOLID SUPPORT FOR MARINE OPER-
UTIONS. DURING THE LAST MONTH HE HAS EARNED THE RESPECT AND
TRUST OF THOSE DEALING WITH HIM.
2. ON OTHER OCCASIONS NE HAS BEEN GIVEN OFF THE RECORD AND
BACKGROUND ONLY BRIEFINGS. HE DID NOT VIOLATE ANY CONFIDENCE
ON THOSE OCCASIONS.
3. IT WAS UNDER THESE CONDITIONS THAT THE REQUESTED AND
RECEIVED AN INTERVIEW WITH ME.
4 HE WANTED TO EXPLORE THE WAR IN DEPTH. HE CAME IN AFTER
DINNER AND DISCUSSED FOR AN HOUR THE GENERAL AREAS OF SANCIUARIES,
ETC. HE INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT I DID NOT WANT TO
BE QUOTED OR OTHERWISE ESTABLISHED AS A SOURCE OF IDEAS AND
THAT HE WOULD NOT DO so. HE WAS TOLD WITH CERTAINTY THAT IT
MIGHT BE INFEASIBLE POLITICALLY TO EXPAND OPERATIONS. THE QUOTES
WHICH LAMB USED WERE DERIVED FROM A DISCUSSION OF PRESS CLIPPINGS
WHICH I HAD ON MY DESK. THESE CLIPPINGS PROPOSED THAT WE HAD
ONLY TWO CHOICES IN VIETNAM. ONE WAS TO RESUME THE BOMBING,
THE OTHER WAS TO CONTINUE WITH OUR PRESENT TACTICS. HE WAS
TOLD THAT WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE POLITICAL ASPECTS THERE ARE
CERTAINLY OTHER COURSES OF ACTION WHICH ARE FEASIBLE FROM THE
MILITARY STANDPOINT. THEN HE WAS GIVEN MY VIEWS AS TO ONE
ALTERNATIVE, THE "SALAMI" TACTIC. THIS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT
AS A PROPOSAL, BUT AS A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE. HE UNDERSTOOD
THAT WE WERE INVOLVED IN A BACKGROUND DISCUSSION ONLY BUT IT
SOUNDS AS IF TENTATION OVERPOWERED HIM.
5. THE ISO, WHO WAS IN THE OFFICE WHEN LAMB RETURNED, ASKED
HIM ABOUT THE INTERVIEW. IN A KIDDING MANNER LAMB SAID THE
ENERAL SAID WE SHOULD @ 10T0 LAOS on NORTH VIKTMAN, OR WORDS
TO THAT AFFECT. THE ISO TOLD HIM ME CERTAINLY come NOT USE
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A8U. TV 
~~U,· CcGMMlITS TO MUM'S 0' THE PREaS 

011 TKE LAMS STORY OR THE InUES INVOLVED UNLESS YOUR ISO 
[X,[,rTS coPtI UP' WITH SOIUTKINS WHICH MIGHT HILP TO CALM THE " . 
. WAVCf, t. WARM RtGArd)1. frlAJeaEN-nAVIS SENDS. 

I .,.. .. uN,utrl. 
I I,. 0' CItJ'EltN DAVIS AND 1 BOTH Rl!8R£T THAT THE STORY Wi~S WRIfTt', 

"ltD AtTftlBUT!1 r8 8tN DA'Is. II' DAVIS DID"t II •• lftAJ.. TIIM •• "Aa, 
'TAT!"I"T5 SIMILAR TO TBOBI Iff TtftAftTld..l, IU! HE "'''1 IT eL'AR 
t MAT ALL OTRER ASPlaTS. S.8. POLITICAL AI" FOREIGN POLICY PftO .. , •. , 
M;lf''' AtS. 1£ CONSID[RiDIY ItII l!elSIOIt MAKERS IN MATTERS CtIJCEftI1. 
1:1t ,tRcIS AND TNEIR SWiRllN. DIRICTIYES IN THE VIETNAM COltFLtfl. 

I ALL DISCUSSIOIS WERE Itt TlUoFf£TICAl r!JutS, AID REMARKS WIRrpftl'. 
'AcID IT SUGR lANGtJA81 AS .. ITft1(3Tl Y FROM. MILITARY STiltDPOIn.~ 
"CGItUt>EfllW. "IL.ITARf AS"PEeTS o Nt. Y." "DISREGARDING ALL hI MILIT,IY 
eOffa!K'.," STC.UHF.TUIATiL V. TMI ARTICl.[ DID NOT REFlECT THIS 
'OA1.1Ffll. LANIUASI. 

'tJftTHlft. tto MILITARY 1)EptO~MJ.ts WEftXAD'IOCATED, BUT WUE DISCIISil) 
AS 'EASIILE SetELY FROM- A MILItARY STAtW'OlffT. IN9!Mlft WOMt,.,tI.-!,. 
AC1(fl1WtED8&:MENT WAS (llnl TO TKE PRlfiCIPlt: T*T MILITARY Celt.IDERAtIO" 
AHI lilt A PART 0." THE TOTAL PIctURE \HUCK MUST at VIEWED, AND TME ... 
Ot1cGlIt WEIGHED. BE'ORE SHuurlC.lr DEcISIONS COICEftNING U. S. I IVoLVI flIIfti

l
" 

1" ,1ETNA" ARE MAD!. 
4. AS STATIO 1M THE l'l!SSAlt tUOTED FROM IiI nAVIS., HE COHIDII[O : 
tM! GROUNI RILES FOR TRJ DISCUSSION TO BI:"ON 8ACl(GftOUND" ANI -"',.. I 
AtTIleutAILI". I cOIlS1DI! TlfE 'ACT THAT HI WAS QUOTED AT ALL If AS • 
SIR IOU5 BREASH OF" FAITH ON THE JlAftT 0' T)t[e6ftRESpormEtrr. LIllI 
rUCKERSON 'I·e!. 1:.\ 
,,.... I "'<If I ~ l;/,j 

'4J 

.INI 

DECLASSIFIED 
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IN MY ABILITY TO JUDGE REPORTERS. I WILL MAKE
NO FURTHER COMMENTS TO MEMBERS OF THE PRESS
ON THE LAMB STORY OR THE ISSUES INVOLVED UNLESS YOUR ISO
EXPERTS COME UP WITH SOMETHING WHICH MIGHT HELP TO CALM THE
WAVES,
7. WARM REGARDS. MAJGEN DAVIS SENDS.
GP-4 UNQUOTE.
3. OF COUSE GEN DAVIS AND I BOTH REGRET THAT THE STORY WAS WRITTEN
AND ATTRIBUTED TO GEN DAVIS. GEN DAVIS DID, IN GENERAL TERMS, MADE
STATEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE ARTICLE, BUT HE MADE IT CLEAR
THAT ALL OTHER ASPECTS, S.G. POLITICAL AND FOREIGN POLICY PROBLEMS
MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED BY OUR DECISION MAKERS IN MATTERS CONCERNING
OUR FORCES AND THEIR GOVERNING DIRECTIVES IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT.

ALL DISCUSSIONS WERE IN THEORETICAL TERMS, AND REMARKS WERE PRE-
FACED BY SUCK LANGUAGE AS "STRICTLY FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT,"
CONSIDERING MILITARY ASPECTS ONLY," "DISREGARDING ALL BUT MILITARY
CONCERNS, STC. UNFORTUNATELY, THE ARTICLE DID NOT REFLECT THIS
QUALIFYING LANGUAGE.

FURTHER, NO MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS WERE ADVOCATED, BUT WERE DISCUSSED
AS FEASIBLE SOLELY FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT. IN OTHER WORDS, FILL
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT WAS GIVEN TO THE PRINCIPLE THAT MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS
ARE BUT A PART OF THE TOTAL PICTURE WHICH MUST BE VIEWED, AND THE
OUCONE WEIGHED, BEFORE SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS CONCERNING U.S. INVOLVEMENT
IN VIETNAM ARE MADE.
4. AS STATED IN THE MESSAGE QUOTED FROM GEN DAVIS, HE CONSIDERED
THE GROUND RULES FOR THE DISCUSSION TO BE "ON BACKGROUND" AND "NOT
ATTRIBUTABLE". I CONSIDER THE FACT THAT ME WAS QUOTED AT ALL WAS A
SERIOUS BREACH OF FAITH ON THE PART OF THE CORRESPONDENT. LIGEN
NICKERSON SENDS.
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'--p e"4.~ \ ' 
1M ...... J~«.. [Y ,. c! f'; 1 11M AF ,-,. 
-'lfJ t."i'_tq~;1 ~!'ft~~ ,~lj\! ,it_C­
" 1..T .. 'Id". ~I.j_ WJl'~~ 
MGEN )),,AV IS, CG THIRD MARDIV-

Z EM. !,)" '?'"t . 

SEC RET EYES ONL Y--
1. A MESSAGE FROM GEN NICKERSON TO GEN ABRAMS IS QUOTED BELOW 
FOR UlFO. 
QUOTE 

SEC RET EYES ONLY 
1. YOUR 041325Z QUERIED THE CIRCUNSTANCES SURROUNDING THE INTERVIEW 
DAVID LAMB HELD WITH GEN DAVIS, TO INCLUDE WHAT ACTUALLY WAS SAID, 
BY GEN DAV IS. , ' 

2. THIRD MARDIV MESSAGE 020140Z TO CG III MAF IS QUOTED BELOW: QUOTE 
CON F IDE N T I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN NICKERSON 
UPI PRESS RELEASE BY MR DAVE LAMB 
1. MR LAMB HAS BEEN OPERATING IN THE D MARDIV AREA DURING 

RECENT COMBAT ENGAGEMENTS AND' HAS ON MAY OCCASIONS INTER1 
V IE~IED GENERAL OFF ICERS OF THE DIV ISION. HIS ACCOUNTS OF 
C (l1IBAT AND HIS RELEASES BASED ON THE I NTERV IEWS HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN FACTUAL AND HAVE PROO IDED SOLID SUPPCR T FOR MAR INE OPER1 
ATIONS. DURING THE LAST MONTH HE HAS EARNED THE RESPECT AND 
T RUST OF THOSE DEALIN G WITH HIM. 
2. ON OTHER OCCASIONS HE HAS BEEN GIVEN CFF THE RECCR 0 AND' 
BACKGROUND ONLY BRIEFINGS. HE DID NOO' VIC1.ATE ANY CONFIDENCE 
ON THOSE OCCASIONS. 

3. IT WAS UNDER THESE CONDITIONS THAT IHE REQUESTED AND 
R ECEIV ED AN INTERV lEW ~JITH ME. ... 
4. HE WANTED TO EXPL. ORE THE WAR IN DEPT':'H. HE CAME IN AFTER 
D INNER AND Dl SCuSSED FeE AN HOUR T HE GENERAL AREAS OF' SANCTUAR lE5, 
ETC. HE INDICATED THAT HE UNDE:RSTOOD THAT I DID NOT WANT TO 

BE QUOTED OR OTHERWISE ESTABLISHED AS A SOURCE OF' IDEAS AND 
THAT HE WOULD NOT DO SO. HE WAS TOLD WITH CER TAINTY THAT IT 
M IGMT BE INFEA'SIBLE POLITICALLY TO EXPAND OPERATIONS. THE QUOTES 
~IHICH LAMB USED WERE DERIVED FROM A DISCUSSION OF PRESS CL'!PPINGS 

WHICH I HAD ON ,MY DESK. THESE CL IPPINGS PH OPOSED THAT WE HAD 
ONLY TWO CHOICES IN V IETNAM. ONE WAS TO RESUME THE BOMBING, 

THE orHER WAS TO CONTINUE WITH OUR PRESENT TACTICS. HE WAS 
T OLD THAT WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE Po.. ITICAL ASPECTS THERE ARE 
CERTAINLY OTHER COURSES OF ACTION WHICH ARE FEASIBLE FR{lI1 THE 
MILITARY STANDPOINT. THEN HE WAS GIVEN MY VIEWS AS TO ONE 
ALTERNAT IVE, THE "SALAMI" TACTIC. THIS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT 
A S A PR OPOSAL, BUT AS A POSSlB LE ALTERNA TlVE. HE UNDERSTOOO 
T HAT WE WERE INVOLVED IN A BACKGROUND DISCUSSION ONLY BUT IT 
SOUNDS AS IF TEMTATION OVERPOOERIID HIM. 
5. THE ISO, WHO WAS IN THE OFF ICE WHEN LAMB RETURNED, ASKED 
HIM ABOUT THE INTERVIEW. IN A KIDDING MANNER LAMB SAID THE 
GENERAL SAID WE SHOULD GO INTO LAOS OR NeE TH VIETNAM, CR WORDS 
TOT HAT AFFECT. THE I SO TOLD HIM HE CERTA INLY COULD N,OT USE 
T$T£RY. LAMB REPLIED Not TOtt~"~" 'ntAT M'e: VI_I 

YT (5 THAT WOULD QUOTE Jum T TKE et:NElt:.I:.. 
• Jill JIll S, IN 1ft' @I 

' ... 
DECLASSIFIED 

r 
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P 0504017
FM BEEN DOGLEY, C/S, III MAF
-TOLIGEN VAN KYZIN, C/S, NQMC
LIGEN BUSE, CG, FMFPAG
MGEN DAVIS, CG THIRD MARDIV
ZEM.
SECRET EYES ONLY
1. A MESSAGE FROM GEN NICKERSON TO GEN A BRAMS IS QUOTED BEL OW
FOR INFO.
QUOTE

E T EYES ONLY
1. YOUR 041325Z QUERIED THE C IRCUNSTANCES SURROUNDING THE INTERVIEW
DAVID LAMB HELD WITH GEN DAVIS, TO INCLUDE WHAT ACTUALLY WAS SAID
BY GEN DAVIS.

2. THIRD MARDIV MESSAGE 020140Z TO CG III MAF IS QUOTED BEL OW : QUOTE
C 0 F I D E N T I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON
UPI PRESS RELEASE BY MR DAVE LAMB
1. MR LAMB HAS BEEN OPERATING IN THE D MARDIV AREA DURING
RECENT COMBAT ENGAGEMENTS AND HAS ON MAY OCCASIONS INTER7
VIEWED GENERAL OFFICERS OF THE DIVISION. HIS ACCOUNTS OF
COMBAT AND HIS RELEASES BASED ON THE INTERVIEWS HAVE ALWAYS
BEEN FACTUAL AND HAVE PROVIDED SOLID SUPPORT FOR MARINE OPER7
ATIONS. DURING THE LAST MONTH HE HAS EARNED THE RESPECT AND
TRUST OF THOSE DEALING WITH HIM.
2. ON OTHER OCCASIONS HE HAS BEEN GIVEN OF F THE RECORD AND
BACKGROUND ONLY BRIEFINGS. HE DID NOT VIOLATE ANY CONFIDENCE
ON THOSE OCCASIONS.

3. IT WAS UNDER THE SE CONDITIONS THAT HE REQUESTED AND
RECEIVED AN INTERVIEW WITH ME.
4. HE WANTED TO EXPLORE THE WAR IN DEPT H. HE CAME IN AFTER
INNER AND DISCUSSED FOR AN HOUR THE GENERAL AREAS OF SANCTUARIES,
ETC. HE INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT I DID NOT WANT TO
BE QUOTED OR OTHERWISE ESTABLISHED AS A SOURCE OF IDEAS AND

THAT HE WOULD NOT DO SO. HE WAS TOLD WITH CER TAINTY THAT IT
M IGHT BE INFEASIBLE POLITICALLY TO EXPAND OPERATIONS. THE QUOTES
WHICH LAMB USED WERE DERIVED FROM A DISCUSSION OF PRESS CLIPPINGS
WHICH I HAD ON MY DESK. THESE CLIPPINGS PR OP OSED THAT WE HAD
ONLY TWO CHOICES IN VIETNAM. ONE WAS TO RESUME THE BOMBING,

THE OTHER WAS TO CONTINUE WITH OUR PRESENT TACTICS. HE WAS
TOLD THAT WITHOUT CONSIDERING THE POLITICAL ASPECTS THERE ARE
CERTAINLY OTHER COURSES OF ACTION WHICH ARE FEASIBLE FROM THE
M ILITARY STANDPOINT. THEN HE WAS GIVEN MY VIEWS AS TO ONE
ALTERNATIVE, THE "SALAMI" TACTIC. THIS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT
AS A PROPOSAL, BUT AS A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE. HE UNDERSTOOD
THAT WE WERE INVOLVED IN A BACK GROUND DISCUSSION ONLY BUT IT
SOUNDS AS IF TEMTATION OVERPOVERED HIM.
5. THE ISO, WHO WAS IN THE OFFICE WHEN LAMB RETURNED, ASKED
HIM ABOUT THE INTERVIEW. IN A KIDDING MANNER LAMB SAID THE
GENERAL SAID WE SHOULD GO INTO LAOS OR NOR TH VIETNAM, OR WORDS
TO THAT AFFECT. THE ISO TOLD HIM HE CERTAINLY COULD NOT USE
THAT IN A STORY. LAMB REPLIED NOT TO WORRY THAT HE WOULD

ANYTHING THAT WOULD QUOTE HUR T THE GENERAL
LE. MOUOTE. HE WAS, IN THE OPINION

COULD NOT USE THE
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6~~ ALTKeMH' .i HAVi! Not SttN nlE PRESS ClIPPtNS, FR. ·1D: 
QUOTES WHICH YOU READ T0 ME OVER T)!{E Pl'{OME, IT A"JD'EAi~ T~AT 

I MA\'tl!: BEEN CAU8HT OFF BASE. J\FT'EFl A FI:ft.L YlAft OF SUCCESS' 
A NO GOOD LUCK WITH THE PRESS CORPS, IT SEEMS THAT I BECAME 
OVERCONFIDENT IN MY·ABILITY TO JUDGE>REPORTERS. I WILL MAKE 
NO FURTHER COMMENTS .TO MEMBERS OF THE PRESS 
ON THE LAMB STORY CR THE ISSUES INVOLVED UNLESS YOUR ISO 

EXPERTS C()]E UP WITH SOMETHING WHICH,MIGHT HELP TO CALM THE 
WAVES. . . 

7. WARM R EGAR OS. MA JGEN OAVI'S SENDS. 
GP74 UNQUOTE. 

3. OF COUSE GEN DAVIS AND I BOTH REGRET THAT THE STORY WAS WRITTEN 
AND ATTRIBUTED TO GEN DAVIS. GEN DAVIS DID, IN GENERAL TERMS, MADE. 
STATEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE ARTICLE, BUT HE MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT ALL OTHER. ASPECTS, E.G. POLITICAL AND FOREIGN PQICY PROBLEMS, 
MUST ALSO BE CONSIDERED BY OUR DECISION MAKERS IN MATTERS CONCERNING 
OUR FORCES AND THEIR GOVERNING DIRECTIVES IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT. 

ALL DISCUSSIONS WERE IN THECRETICAL TERMS, AND REMARKS WERE PRE7 
FACED BY SUCH LANGUAGE AS "SIRICTLY FRCl'J A MILITARY STANDPOINT," 
"CONSIDERING MILITARY ASPECTS ONLY," "DISREGARDING ALL BUT MILITARY 
CONCERNS," ETC. UNFORTUNATELY,. THE ARTICLE DID NOT REFLECT THIS 
QUAL IFY IN G L ANGUA GE. 

FURTHE:R, NO MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS WERE ADVOCATED, BUT WERE DISCUSSED 
AS FEASIBLE SCLELY FR~ A MILITARY STANDPOINT. IN OTHER WORDS, FULL 

ACKNCMLEDGEMENT WAS GIVEN TO THE PRINCIPLE THAT MILITARY CONSIDERAT­
IONS ARE BUT A PART OF THE TOTAL PI CTURE WHICH MUST BE V IEWED, AND 
THE OUCOME WEIGHED, BEFORE SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS CONCERNING U. S. 

INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM ARE MADE. 
4. AS STATED IN THE MESSAGE QUOTED F'R CltJ GEN DAVIS, HE CONSIDERED 
THE GROUND RULES FOR' THE DISCUSSION TO BE "ON BACKGROUND" AND "Nor 

A TTRIBUTABLE". I CONSiDER THE FACT THAT HE WAS QUOTED AT ALL WAS A 
SERIOUS BREACH OF' FAITH ON THE PART OF THE crn RESPONDENT. L TGEN 
N ICKERSONSENDS. 

UNQUOTE 
2. THE REFERENCE 041325Z MENTIOENED IN PARAGRAPH 1 OF' THE QUOTED 
MESSAGE CONTAINS A REQUEST FOR INFO AND THERE IS NO NEED TO 
PASS IT. 

GEN NICKERSON 
I NTELLl GENCE 
GP71 

900 

IS WITH CmU8MACV T(DAY TO ATTEND' THE WEEKLY 
UPDATE PLUS A COMMANDERS OCONFERENCE IN THE AFTERNOON. 

#~OC'J} 

~_ ._" • 7 I 
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6. ALTHOUSH I HAVE NOT SEEN THE PRESS CLIPPINS, FROM THE
QUOTES WHICH YOU READ TO ME OVER THE PHONE, IT APPEARS THAT

I HAVE BEEN CAUGHT OFF BASE. AFTER A FULL YEAR OF SUCCESS
A ND GOOD LUCK WITH THE PRESS C OR PS , IT SEEMS THAT I BECAME
OVERCONFIDENT IN MY ABILITY TO JUDGE REPORTERS. I WILL MAKE
NO FURTHER COMMENTS TO MEMBER S OF THE PRESS
ON THE LAMB STORY OR THE ISSUES INVOLVED UNLESS YOUR ISO
EXPERTS COME UP WITH SOMETHING WHICH MIGHT HELP TO CALM THE

WAVES.
WARM REGARDS. MAJGEN DAVIS SENDS.7.

GP 74 UNQUOTE.
3. OF COUSE GEN DAVIS AND I BOTH REGRET THAT THE ST ORY WAS WRITTEN
AND ATTRIBUTED TO GEN DAVIS. GEN DAVIS DID, IN GENERAL TERMS, MADE
STATEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE IN THE ARTICLE, BUT HE MADE IT CLEAR
THAT ALL OTHER ASPECTS, E.G. POLITICAL AND FOREIGN POLICY PROBLEMS,
M UST ALSO BE CONSIDERED BY OUR DECISION MAKERS IN MATTERS CONCERNING
OUR FORCES AND THEIR GOVERNING DIRECTIVES IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT.

ALL DISCUSSIONS WERE IN THEORETICAL TERMS, AND REMARKS WERE PRE7
FACED BY SUCH LANGUAGE AS "STRICTLY FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT,"
"CONSIDERING MILITARY ASPECTS ONLY," "DISREGARDING ALL BUT MILITARY
C ONCERNS," ETC. UNFORTUNATELY, THE ARTICLE DID NOT REFLECT THIS
QUALIFYING LANGUAGE.

FURTHER, NO MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS WERE ADVOCATED, BUT WERE DISCUSSED
AS FEASIBLE SOLELY FROM A MILITARY STANDPOINT. IN OTHER WORDS, FULL
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT WAS GIVEN TO THE PRINCIPLE THAT MILITARY CONSIDERAT-

IONS ARE BUT A PART OF THE TOTAL PICTURE WHICH MUST BE VIEWED, AND
THE OUC OM E WEIGHED, BEFORE SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS CONCERNING U.S.
INV OLVEMENT IN VIETNAM ARE MADE.

4. AS STATED IN THE MESSAGE QUOTED FR OM GEN DAVIS, HE CONSIDERED
THE GROUND RULES F OR THE DISCUSSION TO BE "ON BACKGROUND" AND "NOT

ATTRIBUTABLE". I CONSIDER THE FACT THAT HE WAS QUOTED AT ALL WAS A
SERIOUS BREACH OF FAITH ON THE PART OF THE CORRESPONDENT. LIGEN
N ICKERSON SENDS.
UNQUOTE
2. THE REFERENCE 041325Z MENTIOENED IN PARAGRAPH 1 OF THE QUOTED
MESSAGE CONTAINS A REQUEST FOR INFO AND THERE IS NO NEED TO
PASS IT.
GEN NICKERSON IS WITH COMUSMACV TODAY TO ATTEND'THE WEEKLY
INTELLIGENCE UPDATE PLUS A COMMANDER S OCONFERENCE IN THE AFTERNOON.
GP71 #20(2)
900
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FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
A. COMUSMACV 031042Z APR69 (PASEP) . 

• 

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE, CG III MAr-RESPONSE TO REF A, IS READ­
DRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
QUOTE 
o 042334Z 
I'M CG III MAF 
TO' COMUSMACV 
ZEM 
SECRET 
SERVIcE FORCE ACTIONS (m 
A. COMUSMACV 031042Z APR 69 
B. CG III MAF 131000Z OCT 68 
C. COMUSMACV 030100ZNOV 68 
D. JCSM 36-39 

-, 

1. (,5, I N RESPONSE TO REF A ,YHE FOLLOWING INFO IS SUBMITTED: 
REF B WAS III MAF FORCE STRUCTURE CHANGE 1-68 WHICH RECOM­
MENDED REALIGNMENT OF THE FORCE STRUCTURE WITHIN PROGRAM SIX 
CONSTRAINTS, AND WAS APpROVED BY REF C. FOLLOWING UNITS WERE 
TO BE REDUCED TO'ZERO SPACES: 
FRN UNIT 
K0rn2T AT BN 
K003T AT BN . 
K0IS MED TK CO 
K~17 MED TK CO 
K019 UMTRAC BN 
Kf026 HQ BTRY FAG 
MfO 12 VMA 
K052B ASHT 
Kl~5 MATCU 
K055 . WERS (MWSG> 
2. (S, SECDEF DECISION OF 21 NOY 68 I NDICATED THAT 
NO UNITS OR MAJOR ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT COULD BE 
REDEPLOYED OUT OF COUNTRY, THUS CAUSING THE UNITS 
LISTED ABOVE TO BE RESTORED IN THE, FORCE STRUCTURE 
A S APPROPRIATE. FOLLOW I NG ADJUSTMENTS WERE MADE: 
A. yMA AND WERS (MWSG) WERE RESTORED TO THE 
FORCE STRUCTURE AT FULL STRENGTH SI NCE T HEY WERE NOT 
CONSIDERED SUITABLE FOR CADRES. 
a. MATCU AND ASRT WERE NOT CONSIDERED MAJOR 
UNITS (23 SPAcES EACH) AND THUS \4ERE NOT RESTOREQ TO 
T Wi, F oaCi $T~l!f CT U'R E.-

g, TNE lJiUl'$ LISlE!) WEIE . c~:r .. ,,:-, "' 
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0 051440B ZYH
FM CG 111 MAF
CG FMFPAC
ZEM
S ECRET EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
A. COMUSMACV 031042Z APR69 (PASEP)
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE, CG III MAF-RESPONSE TO REF A, IS READ-
DRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
0 042334Z
FM CG III MAF
TO- COMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRE T
SERVICE FORCE ACTIONS (U)
A. COMUSMACV 031042Z APR 69
B. CG III MAF 131000Z OCT 68
C. COMUSMACV 0301002 NOV 68
D. JCSM 36-39
1. (.S) IN RESPONSE TO REF A, THE FOLLOWING INFO IS SUBMITTED:
REF B WAS III MAF FORCE STRUCTURE CHANGE 1-68 WHICH RECOM-
MENDED REALIGNMENT OF THE FORCE STRUCTURE WITHIN PROGRAM SIX
CONSTRAINTS, AND WAS APPROVED BY REF C. FOLLOWING UNITS WERE
TO BE REDUCED TO ZERO SPACES:
FRN UNIT
K002T AT BN
KOO3T AT BN
K015 MED TK CO
K017 MED IK CO
K019 UMTRAC BN
K026 HQ BTRY FAG
M012 VMA
K052B ASRT
K105 MATCU
K055 WERS (MWSG)
2. (S) SECDEF DECISION OF 21 NOV 68 INDICATED THAT
NO UNITS OR MAJOR ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT COULD BE
REDEPLOYED OUT OF COUNTRY, THUS CAUSING THE UNITS
LISTED ABOVE TO BE RESTORED IN THE FORCE STRUCTURE
AS APPROPRIATE. FOLLOWING ADJUSTMENTS WERE MADE:
A. VMA AND WERS (MWSG) WERE RESTORED TO THE
FORCE STRUCTURE AT FULL STRENGTH SINCE THEY WERE NOT
CONSIDERED SUITABLE FOR CADRES.
B. MATCU AND ASRT WERE NOT CONSIDERED MAJOR
UNITS (23 SPACES EACH) AND THUS WERE NOT RESTORED TO
THE FORCE STRUCTURE.

SERVICE
OF THE UNITS LISTED WERE RESTORED
STRUCTURE AT CADRE STREAGT IS.

DECLASSIFIED
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Ii). SUMMA,J1ff OF' T MISE ACT ION'S IS AS 
InUT 

FOU. OlfS: 

AT II (-) ,( CAJ~}llif[) 
~'P>'ACI,~ liut~' 1 ~EB 
l' 

, AT I. ( .... ) (CiA.K) 
8:IJ' Tl' eel (O'IAf:1Ri) 
MED TK CO (CADRE) 
A MTRAC BN (CADRE) 
HQ BTRY FAG (CADRE) 
VMA ' 
wERS (M\ilSG) 

19 
g4 "",., 
2~ 
137 
21 
260 
221 

TOTAL 725 
3. (S) TO OFFSET THE I NCREASE OF 725 SPACES, THE 
FOLLOWING REDUCTIONS IN FORCE STRUCTURE WERE RECOMMENDED THROUGH 
MAR INE CORPS CHANNELS. ' 
FRN UNIT 
K0132 U \ HQ SN MARDIV 
K0133 U HQ CO MARDIV 
K0028 HQ CO INF REGT 
K0133B HQ CO INF REGT 
K1302 F iiQ co IrvF REGT 
K13133F HQ CO INF REGT 
K13132J HQ CO INF REGT 
K13133J HQ 'co IN; REGT ' 
K002N HQ BTRY ARTY REGT 

I K0(2j3N' HQ S1'RY ARTY REGT 
K022A MP BN 
K023 MP BN 
K033 FLC 
1052 MACG 
K060 MASS MAG VFIVA 
K061 MABS MAG VF'/VA 
K062 MASS MAG VFIVA 
K076' H& MS MAG VH 
K077 H&MS MAG VH 
K078 MASS MAG VH 
K079 MASS MAG VH 

SPACES REDUCED 
33 
33, 
'13 
13 
13 
13 
1'3 
13 
16 
16 
50 
5.13 
164 

·64 
9 
9 
9 
19 
19 
78 
78 

TOTAL 725 
4. (S) THE REDUCTION OF ~HE F'MAW UNITS CPNSISTED 
PRIMARILY OF' SECURITY PERSONNEL. TH1S FUNCTION IS 
CURRENTLY BEING PERFORMED BY AVIATION PERSONNEL, . 
ALTHOUGH F'UTURE ADJUSTMENTS MAY REQUIRE A SLIGHT DRAWDOWN 
ON INFANTRY UNITS. THE 

EDUCTIONS TO THE HQ BN" S, 
HQ CO· S, UND HQ BTRY' S REPRESENT A CUTBACK IN 

.. , 

AUGMENTATION PERSONNEL PROVIDED TO MEET CERTAINFUNCTIONS PECULIAR 
TO THE ,SVN COMBAT ENVIRONMENT f 

AD $U<=Jif FUNcTIONS WILL HAVE TO BE PiO\1IDI!D FIiHi>M 
, . IlliG ASSETS. REDUCTIqNS TO FtC WIll . 

@)'N.'ItJ:~ lM .~tI,',l.r ~A:r 
1_~,' '" "J'·.i;,;',:,~Y~f~, 
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D. SUMMARY OF THESE ACTIONS IS AS FOLLOWS:
UNIT SPACES REQUIRED
AT BN (-) (CADRE) 19
AT BN (-) (CADRE) 19
MED TK CO CADRE) 24
MED TK CO (CADRE) 24
AMIRAC BN (CADRE) 137
HQ BTRY FAG (CADRE) 21
VMA 260
WERS (MWSG) 221

TOTAL 725
3. (S) TO OFFSET THE INCREASE OF 725 SPACES, THE
FOLLOWING REDUCTIONS IN FORCE STRUCTURE WERE RECOMMENDED THROUGH
MARINE CORPS CHANNELS.
FRN UNIT SPACES REDUCED
K002 U HQ BN MARDIV 33
K003 U HQ CO MARDIV 33
K002 B HQ CO INF REGT 13
K0031 B HQ CO INF REGT 13
K002F HQ CO INF REGT 13
K003F HQ CO INF REGT 13
K002J HQ CO INF REGT 13
K003J HQ CO INF REGT 13
K002N HQ BTRY ARTY REGT 16
K003N HQ BTRY ARTY REGT 16
K022A MP BN 50
K023 MP BN 50
K033 FLC 164
K052 MACG 64
K060 MABS MAG VF/VA 9
K061 MABS MAG VF/VA 9
K062 MABS MAG VF/VA 9
K076 H&MS MAG VH 19

H&MS MAG VHK077 19
MABS MAG VHK078 78

K079 MABS MAG VH 78
TOTAL 725

4. (S) THE REDUCTION OF THE FMAW UNITS CONSISTED
PRIMARILY OF SECURITY PERSONNEL. THIS FUNCTION IS
CURRENTLY BEING PERFORMED BY AVIATION PERSONNEL,
ALTHOUGH FUTURE ADJUSTMENTS MAY REQUIRE A SLIGHT DRAWDOWN
ON INFANTRY UNITS. THE

EDUCTIONS TO THE HQ BN'S,
HQ CO'S, UND HQ BTRY'S REPRESENT A CUT BACK IN
AUGMENTATION PERSONNEL PROVIDED TO MEET CERTAINFUNCTIONS PECULIAR
TO THE SVN COMBAT ENVIRONMENT,

A ND SUCH FUNCTIONS WILL HAVE TO BE PROVIDED FROM
LITNIN REMAINING ASSETS. REDUCTIONS TO FLC WILL
EFFECT RESPONSIVENESS OF PROVIDING CERTAIN T

to DECREE

DECLASSIFIED
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,. (~. Ila;J>tHTIO"-TC TME A,1l0ftr, FIN K~7j~, .. : ~.,n. 0'0:, 
,.. RjD~lte:m,1l T t) 0U oPUtAT IO.1L "L T ()}i" 4£ $:P>I. -,fl.' Ii •• 
~Ff' .. ' .1:'1 iiiF .... ~,. _ iTJt¥ .. ~ .. ~ Ul!'~. f€ lllUt W_IJIE~llbl.~ .. T!l.: .• q~W(~)B:-~Jt: .•. ' ; es 1ft 1"! __ , $l';A.'fSW:ii'l C ~PA et:S:.., •• , •. :..., ~N*" f ... ~ ,2' 
ARE' flE'CESSARY; THE PRESENT PLAN Is TO tEAV£ -O'~E O-PEliATlrr-NAt -. -",_"_.,· ... c { 

PLT IN SUPPORT OF THE ROKMC -BVE WITH-A NUCLEUS OF 11 U. S. 
MARINES AND THE REMAINDER OF THE PLATOON TO BE MANNED BY ROK 
MARINES. THE REMAINING 31 U. S. MARINES WILL BE THE CADRE FOR 
THE ARMD AMPHIB CO (-).IN THE EVENT PERMISSION IS GRANTED TO 
WITHDRAW USMC UNITS FROM SVN, IT. IS CURRENTL Y PLANNED, SUBJECT 
TO ApPROVAL OF HIGHER HQ, TO REDEPLOY THE ENTIRE ARMD AMPHIB CO 
TO OKINAWA. THIS WILL ELIMINATE THE ARMD AMPHIB CAPABILITY IN 
III MAF. . 
6. (5) WHILE THE REDUCTIONS CITED WERE NOT DESIRABLE, THE 
SECDEF DECISION OF 21 NOV 68 THAT NO USMC UNITS COULD BE 
WITHDRAWN FROM SVN LEFT NO CHOICE BUT TO CADRE UNITS THAT HAD 
BEEN DELETED FROM THE FORCE STRUCTURE OR RESTORE THEM AT FULL 
STRENGTH, B~T STILL REMAIN WITHIN THE,PROGRAM SIX CONSTRAINTS. 
THE REDUCTIONS OUTLINED TO ACCO~MODATE THIS ACTION ARE INTERNAL 
III MAF USMC TRADE OFF SPACES AND REPRESENT THE LEAST 
DETRIMENTAL METHOD AVAILABLE. THE ADJUSTME~TS LISTED HAVE AND 
WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE A DELETERIOUS IMPACT ON III MAF OPERATIONAL 
CAPABILITY AS FOLLOWS: 
A. REDUCTION IN TOTAL FIREPOWER THROUGH THE LOSS OF AT BNS 
AND ARMD· AMPHIB CO. 
B. LOSS OF ONE-THIRD OF·THE TANK BN ASSETS. 
C. LOSS OF ONE- HALF OF THE AMTRAC ASSETS. 
D. LOSS OF THE FORCE ART IL.LE;RY CONTR OL HG. 
E. DRAWDOWN OF INFANTRY AND ARTY HG BASE SUPPORT 
AUGMENTATION;MP BN SECURITY CAPABILITY; COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT 
CAPABILITY OF FtC; AND AIRFIELD SECURITY, ALL REQUIRED TO 
PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR USMC UNITS IN THE CURRENT COMBAT 
ENU1RONMENT IN SVN, NOT PROVIDED IN. THE II o· S. 
7. (S) IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT ALL Of' THE ABOVE ACT IONS WERE 
TAKEN SOLELY BECAUSE OF PR OGRAM SIX CONSTRAI NTS AND NONE WERE 
SERVICE INITIATED. NO FURTHER REDUCTIONS ARE KNOWN OR 
C ONTEMPL.ATED. 
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS • 

. SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONl.. Y 
DEL.IVER DURING WORKING HOURS. 

~. . 
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5. (S) IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, FRN K02700, ARMD ANPHIB co,
WAS REDUCED TO ONE OPERATIONAL PLT OF 42 SPACES BY REF B AND
PPROVED BY REF C. IT HAS SINCE BEEN DECIDED TO REDUCE THE

COMPANY TO CADRE STATUS WITH 42 SPACES. NO TRADE OFF SPACES
ARE NECESSARY. THE PRESENT PLAN IS TO LEAVE ONE OPERATIONAL
PLT IN SUPPORT OF THE ROKMC -BDE WITH A NUCLEUS OF 11 U.S.
MARINES AND THE REMAINDER OF THE PLATOON TO BE MANNED BY ROK
MARINES. THE REMAINING 31 U. S. MARINES WILL BE THE CADRE FOR
THE ARMD AMPHIB CO (-). IN THE EVENT PERMISSION IS GRANTED TO
WITHDRAW USMC UNITS FROM SVN, IT IS CURRENTLY PLANNED, SUBJECTTO APPROVAL OF HIGHER HQ, TO REDEPLOY THE ENTIRE ARMD AMPHIB CO
TO OKINAWA. THIS WILL ELIMINATE THE ARMD AMPHIB CAPABILITY IN
III MAF.
6. (S) WHILE THE REDUCTIONS CITED WERE NOT DESIRABLE, THE
SECDEF DECISION OF 21 NOV 68 THAT NO USMC UNITS COULD BE
WITHDRAWN FROM SVN LEFT NO CHOICE BUT TO CADRE UNITS THAT HAD
BEEN DELETED FROM THE FORCE STRUCTURE OR RESTORE THEM AT FULL
STRENGTH, BUT STILL REMAIN WITHIN THE PROGRAM SIX CONSTRAINTS.
THE REDUCTIONS OUTLINED TO ACCOMMODATE THIS ACTION ARE INTERNAL
III MAF USMC TRADE OFF SPACES AND REPRESENT THE LEAST
DETRIMENTAL METHOD AVAILABLE. THE ADJUSTMENTS LISTED HAVE AND
WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE A DELETERIOUS IMPACT ON III MAF OPERATIONAL
CAPABILITY AS FOLLOWS:
A. REDUCTION IN TOTAL FIREPOWER THROUGH THE LOSS OF AT BNS
AND ARMD AMPHIB CO.
B. LOSS OF ONE-THIRD OF THE TANK BN ASSETS.
C. LOSS OF ONE-HALF OF THE AMTRAC ASSETS.
D. LOSS OF THE FORCE ARTILLERY CONTROL HQ.
E. DRAWDOWN OF INFANTRY AND ARTY HQ BASE SUPPORT
AUGMENTATION; MP BN SECURITY CAPABILITY; COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT
CAPABILITY OF FLC; AND AIRFIELD SECURITY, ALL REQUIRED TO
PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR USMC UNITS IN THE CURRENT COMBAT
ENVIRONMENT IN SVN, NOT PROVIDED IN THE T/ 0' S.
7. (S) IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT ALL OF THE ABOVE ACTIONS WERE
TAKEN SOLELY BECAUSE OF PROGRAM SIX CONSTRAINTS AND NONE WERE
SERVICE INITIATED. NO FURTHER REDUCTIONS ARE KNOWN OR
CONTEMPLATED.
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
21(3)DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
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CAN BE ~J H'HDR A~l N fo'R OM 'I H£ 1 IX !ljAF "COMPosnE fUND 
AND FROM EACH f,'lE:t118EF? RECREAt ION FUND 'WE N'1' IP'IED 
SEP~RA!Eb '1o ~ 
Bo rHH\1~eXAL 51' A!EME NY S or THE x n, 'C;lAF COLv1PosrrE FUND 
,AND EC,CH M£MBER FiJ~Jl)g THESE; S1'irfEf~E.f~rs SHOULD 
REFLECT BAlA N~ES AS· Of 28 f~E 690 : .. ' 
Co DETAU.i'.D PLl-HqS .ANI)PROGRA~1S .FOR THE U1:1l,XZATION OF 
OPERATING CAPX1AL M~D REsaRVE ,Ate,QUNTS RE['1AunroG 
~F1'ER RETiJR [oJ Of iiXCiSS FUNDS~ '''. ' . 
Do ANY OTHER INFORNATION PERTXN£NT .X'D 'fHlS MATTERo 

20 REQUEst ABOVE HJIi'O BY fi9 APRIL RS69o. 
GP""il 
B1 

0693 

t . 

COPY~OF-L.t2cOPIES 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL
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INFO RUHKFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
C 0 E N I I MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS
Ao CG FMFPAC MSG R0601142 MAR 69 (C)
do REF A CONTAINED THE RESULTS OF AN EXAMINATION OF THE FEASI=
BILITY OF RETURNING EXCLSS RECREATION FUNDS TO THE CENTRAL MC
REC FUND. IN ORDER TO MAKE A FINAL DETERMINATION ON THE SUBJECT
MATTER, THE FOLLOWING IS REQUESTED
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SEPARATELY.
B. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF THE III'MAF COMPOSITE FUND
AND EACH MEMBER FUND; THESE STATEMENTS SHOULD
REFLECT BALANCES AS OF 28 FEB 69.
Co DETAILED PLANS AND PROGRAMS FOR THE UTILIZATION OF
OPERATING CAPITAL AND RESERVE ACCOUNTS REMAINING
AFTER RETURN OF EXCESS FUNDS.
D. ANY OTHER INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS MATTER.

2. REQUEST ABOVE INFO BY 19 APRIL 1969.
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RUMLMPA.
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R 0602462 APR 69
FM CG III MAF
IO RUMHLAA/CG FIRST MARD IV
R UMMVPA/CG THIRD MARDIV
RUMLMNA/CG FIRST MAY
RUMLMPA/CG FORLOG COMD
ZEN/MANDS CO III MAF
ZEN/ASI RADI BN
R 0601142 MAR 6
FM CG FMFPAC
TO ZEN/CMC
INFO RMMMAFA/CG III MAF

BT
CO NFIDENTIAL MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR CMC CODE DS
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS IN COUNTRY (u)
Ao CMC LTR DSB-2:BCK SER 805691 OF 250CT68 SC-NCE08
Bo CG III MAF LIR 37/JEW OVER 7000 SEP 018269 OF 30JAN69

SC-MCEOX (NOTALD
& PC) REF A REQUESTED AN EXAMINATION OF THE FEASIBILITY OF RETURN-

PAGE TWO R HMMAFA 0694 C 0 N F I E N.I I-AL NCEO
ING UNCOMMITTED RECREATION FUNDS HELD BY .III MAF UNITS TO THE
MARCORPS CENTRAL RECREATION FUND. BY REF B , CG III MAF CONCURR-
ED, SUBJECT TO THE CONDITION THAI FUNDS RETURNED BE EARMARKEDFOR FUTURE USE OF THOSE UNITS RELEASING FUNDS. CG III MAF
FURTHER RECOMMENDED THAT ONE FULL QUARTER'S DIVIDEND OF NINE
DOLLARS PER MAN, BE RETAINED BY EACH UNIT IN ORDER TO PROVIDE
ADEQUATE FUNDS FOR CURRENT RECREATION PROGRAMS IN COUNTRY.
20 (C) THIS HQS INTERPOSES NO OBJECTIONS TO THE RETURN OF
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS TO THE CENTRAL RECREATION FUND PRO-
VIDED THAT THOSE CONDITIONS NOTED ABOVE AND THE FOLLOWING ARE
OBSERVED:

A. THERE SHOULD BE NO UND UE RESTRICTIONS AS TO FUTURE
WITHDRAWALS OF THE FUNDS BY COMMANDS RETURNING THEM. TIMELY
NOTICE OF INTENT TO WITHDRAW WOULD BE NECESSARY BUT FUNDSSHOULD OTHERWISE BE AVAILABLE FOR WITHDRAWAL ON RECOMMENDATION
OF RESPECTIVE RECREATION COUNCILS AND SUBSEQUENT COMMAND APPROVAL.

8. THE INITIAL AND SUB SEQUENT AMOUNTS TO BE RETURNED
SHOULD BE DETERMINED BY EACH INDIVIDUAL COMMAND ADMINISTERING
A RECREATION FUND.

Co PERIODIC STATEMENTS OF RESERVES HELD BY THE CENTRAL
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 0694 C ONFIDE NII A is MCEO
MARCORPS REC FUND SHOULD BE PROVIDED TO THE CONTRIBUTING C )AMAND D

BUT SUCH RESERVES SHOULD NOT BE REPORTED AS ASSETS OF IN COUNTRY
RECREATION FUNDS.

Do IN VIEW OF THE EXTENDED TIME PERIOD DURING WHICH CURRENT
EXCESSES WERE GENERATED, AND OF THE NATURE AND FUNCTION OF THE
CENTRAL MARCORPS RECREATION FUND , NO OBJECTION WOULD BE RAISED
BY THIS MQS If INTEREST EARNINGS ON RESERVES WERE RETAINED BY
THAT FUND.
30 eu OTHER MATTERS MENTIONED BY REF. A WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF
SEPARATE CORRESPONDENCE.
GP-4
BT
0694
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All ART Y <=> Of n~},; ! U lOLLED AND 391 t~OUi~DED BY ARTY v 65 PEFlCE(E' 
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BlJ t~1R .. , OF THE 60 fULLED AND 22$) ~JOUfmED BY {UR p 34. PERCEfJrt·.rERE 
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OTTCZYUW RHMMAFA1066 0980949. CCCC- R UMLBPA RUMHLAA RUMHVPA
R UMLLIA RUMLMHA RUMLMP AO
ZNY CCCCC
XXIV CORPS of 101ST ABN DIV
0 0809487 APR 69
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO R UMLBPA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB RVN
RUMHLAA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG RVN
R UM KV PA/CG THIRD MARDIV PMB RVN
R UMLLIA/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL RVN
RUMLHHA/CG FIRST MAW DNG RVN
R UMLBPA/CG ONE ZERO ONE ABN D IV (AM) CP EAGLE RVN
R UMLMPA/CG FORLOGCOMO DNG RVN
BI
C 0 N.F 8 D E N Tors I A FOR LIGEN STILUELLO MGEN SIMPSON,MGEN DAVIS, MGEN GETTYS, MGEN QUILTER, MGEN ZAIS AND EGEN
FEELEY FP LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: UNRECESSARY CASUALTIES
A. CG III MAF 1108042 AUG 68
B. CG III MAF 070600Z SEP GB
C. CG III MAF 201440Z NOV 68
10 IN THE PAST, MUCH CONCERN HAS BEEN EXPRESSED BY COMUSMACU AND
THIS HQ IN REGARDS TO UNNECESSARY CASUALTIES INFLICTED BY FRIENDLY
FIREPOWER. REFERENCES A, B AND C REFER.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 1066 C 0 E N.I I.A L FOR
2. ONCE AGAIN I MUST REMIND YOU OF THE GRIM FACT OF THE CASUAL
I IES WE ARE INFLICTING ON OUR OWN FIGHTING MeN AND CIVILIANS.
3. DURING THE 2ND QTR FY69 , CASUALITIES WERE AS FOLLOWS: 55 MIL
KILLED, 231 MIL WOUNDED, 92 VN CIVS KILLED, AND 273 VN CIVS
WOUNDED. OF THESE, 35 PERCENT WERE CAUSED BY ARTY. 35 PERCENT BY
AIR, 17 PERCENT BY MORTARS, 3 PERCENT BY EXPDEV AND 10 PERCENT
BY OTHER CAUSES.
do DURING THE 3RD QTR FY69 THE MILITARY CASUALITIES ALMOST DOUB-
LED WHILE CIV CASUALITIES DECREASED BY APPROX 50 PERCENT. CASUALTIES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 107 MIL KILLED, 407 MIL WOUNDED , ST VN CIVS
KILLED, AND 13 VN CIVS WOUNDED. OF THESE 39 PERCENT WERE CAUSEDBY ARTY, 21 PERCENT BY EXPDEV, 15 PERCENT YEY MORTARS, 9 PERCENTBY AIR AND 16 PERCENT BY OTHER CAUSES.
50 CAUSES FOR THE TOTAL CASUALITIES FOR BOTH 2ND AND 3RD QTR FY
SO BY TYPE FIREPOWER ARE AS FOLLOWS:

A. ARTY 0 OF THE 111 KILLED AND 397 WOUNDED BY ARTY, 65 PERCENT
WERE AS A RESULT OF PERSONNEL ERROR, 30 PERCENT BY FAULTY AMMO AND
5 PERCENT UNDETERMINED,

B. AIR 43 OF THE 62 KILLED AND 229 WOUNDED BY AIR, 34. PERCENT WEREAS A RESULT OF PERSONNEL ERROR AND 66 PERCENT FAULTY EQUIPMENT.
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FAILED TO XDEr.rO:F'I PATROL filS FRIENDl.1E.Si\ .. CONFUSION ON THE GROUND 
AS rO:~H{O t1AS WHI!.REQ AIR CRE.\~S iRROR£D IN FLIGHT LEADER DROP'" 
P.H!G·ON NRONG Si'l}OK~:1I H~CORRi.CT Sfi.lIING .O.I\~NTERVALOM[rER fI AND 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ ~ PAGE FOUR RH~mAFA H~66 CON F I D Al:!'J r"l A t FOR 
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,~ V S E NE~l \' 0 N PER H1El ER ~J AI CH A Nl}' .AN& USHE S ~" ORD NA NCE DROPPED 
~ H HlL£ LOAD! NG V£HICLE. ! N ASP., ". 
~ 7", FAULTY EQUIPMENT FOR AIR AS FOLLOWSll.-
~ Ao MA1.FUNCT ION OF TUBE. I N TRIGGER CIR;C(}!T OF I PQo ! 00 

~ B~ SHORT IN RiLii:ASE S~lXTCH OF tHE AIR ,CRAn CONTR OL sr ICKo 
/~ C3 ORD['JANCE SYSTt.N CIRCUITHV !'1ALFUlJCrIONEDo 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 1066 C 0 N D is N T I A FOR
C. MORTAR o OF THE 41 KILLED AND 183 WOUNDED BY MORTARS, 44 PER

CENT WERE AS A RESULT OF PERSONNEL ERROR 21 PER CENT FAULITY AMMO
AND 35 PERCENT UNDETERMINED.

D. EXPLOSIVE DEVICES - OF THE 36 KILLED AND 127 WOUNDED BY EX-
PLDEV, 58 PERCENT WERE PERSONNEL ERROR AND 42 PERCENT
UNDETERMINED.
So PERSONNEL ERRORS BROKEN DOWN AS FOLLOWS:

Ao ART Y: PERSONNEL ERRORS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO OTHERS IN THE
SYSTEM AS WELL AS THE GUN CREWS. EXAMPLE: FSCC WATCH OFFICER
NOT AWARE OF FRIENDLIES IN THE AREA, FDC DID NOT FOLLOW SOP, FO
DID NOT GIVE CORRECT POSITION OF FRIENDLIES OR CALL IN DANGER
CLOSE MISSION, BTRY WATCH OFFICER MADE ERROR IN TRANSPOSITION OF
GRID. GUN CREW ERRORED IN USING WRONG CHARGES, LAYING PIECE
WRONG, NONOCALIBRATION OF NeW TUBE.

B. AIR: PERSONNEL ERRORS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO OTHERS IN THE
SYSTEM AS WELL AS THE AIR CREWS. EXAMPLES: RADAR CONTROLLER
USED WRONG SWITCH THROWING DROP SEVERAL MILES OFF TARGET, A0
FAILED TO IDENTIFY PATROL AS FRIENDLIES, CONFUSION ON THE GROUND
AS TO WHO WAS WHERE. AIR CREWS ERRORED IN FLIGHT LEADER DROP-
PING ON WRONG SMOKE, INCORRECT SETTING OF INTERVALOMETER, AND

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 1066 C I A L FOR
AIR CREW DROPPED LONG OR SHORT.

C. MORTAR: PERSONNEL ERRORS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO OTHERS IN THE
SYSTEM AS WELL AS THE GUN CREWS. EXAMPLES: SECTION CHIEF USING
WRONG AIMING STAKES, MAN ON PLOTTING BOARD MISINTERPRETED TARGET
INFO CALLED IN AND DID NOT CONFIRM PRIOR TO PLOTTING, FDC WATCH
OFFICER WAS AWARE THAT MISSION WAS NOT CLEARED AND FAILED IO IN-
FORM PERSONNEL IN THE CENTER. GUN CREWS ERRORED IN USING WRONG
AZIMUTH OR TUBE SETTING. CREWMAN DOUBLE FED 60MM MORTAR

Do EXPLOSIVE DEVICES: PERSONNEL ERRORS MAINLY ATTRIBUTED
TO CARELESSNESS SUCH AS: EXPLOSIVES IN IRASH BEING BURNED , IM-
PROPERLY CARRYING GRENADES, IMPROPER IDENT IFICATION OF FRIENDLY
VS ENEMY ON PERIMETER WATCH AND LAMBUSKES, ORD NANCE DROPPED
WHILE LOADING VEHICLE IN ASP.
7. FAULTY EQUIPMENT FOR AIR AS FOLLOWS:

A. MALFUNCTION OF TUBE IN TRIGGER CIRCUIT OF TPQ-10.
B. SHORT IN RELEASE SWITCH OF THE AIR .CRAFT CONTROL STICK.
C. ORD NANCE SYSTEM CIRCUITRY MALFUNCTIONED
FAULTY AMMO FOR ARTY AND MORTARS AS FOLLOWS:8.
A. ARTY o DAMP CHARGES, ERRATIC ROUNDS AND

PREMATURE BURST.
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PAGE FIVE A L FOR
B. MORTARS 0 ERRATIC AND DEFECTIVE ROUNDS

MOISTURE, EXPLODED IN TUBE AND EXPLODED WHIL MANDLING.
9c I ENJOIN ALL COMMANDERS TO MAKE A MORE AGGRESSIVE
REVIEW OF THEIR PROGRAMS AND TO TAKE APPROPRIATE
D ISCIPLINARY AND/OR CORRECTIVE ACTION TO DRASTICALLY
REDUCE THE UNNECESSARY CASUALIY FIGURES.
10. I HAVE DIRECTED THE DEPUTY CG III MAF TO VISIT
ALL COMMANDERS WITH THE STATED PURPOSE OF REVIEWING
WITH EACH COMMANDER THE SUBJECT OF UNNECESSARY
CASUALITIES AS TO SOPS, SAFETY PROGRAMS AND RELATED
AREAS. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE HIM. WITH SUCH
INFORMATION AND PROGRAMS THAT HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL
IN YOUR CORMAND IN REDUCING INCIDENTS, THUS ENABLING
OTHER COMMANDS TO BENEFIT RESULTING IN AN: OVERALL
I CORPS REDUCTION OF OUR FRIENDLY ON FRIENDLY
CASUALITIES,
GP-4
BT
1066
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SECRET NOFORN

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA 1068 (0980952-SSSS--RUMUGKD.
ZNY SSSSS
P 280952 APR 69
RM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO RUMUGKD/COMNAVFORV SGN RVN
INFO RUMLPAA/CTF ONE ONE FIVE
RUM CSD G/CTG ONE ONE FIVE PT ONE
BT
SECRETNOFOR N
OPERATIONS ON THE CUA DAI RIVER (U)
PER SONAL FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO CAPT HOFFMANN AND CDR STEFFER UD FROM
BGEN DWYER
A YOUR 04.98 127 APR 69
La (S) REF A REQUESTED ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING TROOPS FOR OPS IN THE
CUA DAI AREA.
20 (S) SINCE THE PLANNING CONFERENCE ON SUBJ OPS AT III MAF HD QTR'S
ONE MAR 1969 WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN FROM GEN LAM A TIME FRAME
FOR HIS PROMISED TWO AR N N BATTALIONS AND DEPLOYMENT OF A VNN RAG IN
THE CUA DAI RIVER AREA. ON 7 APRIL, GEN LAM INDICATED DEPLOYMENT
OF THE RAG AND TWO AR N N BATTALIONS IS BEING EVALUATED AND
HE HOPES TO HAVE THESE FORCES DEPLOYED ABOUT 15 APR. HOWEVER WE MUST
APPRECIATE THIS DATE MAY NOT BE METo

PAGE TWO R HMMAFA 1068 SSECRET NOFORN
36 (s) A CONFERENCE WAS HELD 7 APRIL AT III MAF HD QTRS ON SUBJ OPS.
ATTENDEES INCLUDED CTG 115.1 AND REPS FROM THIS COMMAND, CAP, ROK
MARINES, AMERICAL DIV. G-3A (VN). US ADV OF QUANG DA SPECIAL
ZONE, AND DEP PSA HOI AN. THE CONSENSUS IS THAT TO SECURE THE SOUTH
BANK OF THE SONG CUA DAI WILL REQUIRE PERMANENT FORCES ON BARRIER
ISLAND AND AN ACTIVE RAG. AS NOTED IN PARA 2 ABOVE THESE FORCES
HAVE NOT YET BEEN ASSIGNED BY GEN LAM. THEREFORE SEVERAL INTERMED-
IATE COURSES OF ACTION BRIEFLY OUTLINED BELOW WERE DISCUSSED.
A REASONABLY FIRM IS A FIVE DAY SWEEP THROUGH BARRIER IS-
LAND'S COMMENCING 15 APR BY ELEMENTS OF 1/1 A/C SQUADRON OF AMER-
ICAL DIVISION.
B THE ROK MARINES PLAN A ONE BN OPERATION ON XUYEN-HA ISLAND,
JUST BELOW HOI AN COMMENCING 9 APR.
Co TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE OPS IN 3 A AND B ABOVE AN
ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE, THRU GEN LAM, T.O COMMIT AT LEAST ONE ARVN BAT-
TALION AND A RAG. QUANG DA SPECIAL ZONE REPS STATED THAT IF THE
RAG WERE DEPLOYED TO THE HOI AN AREA THEY IN TURN WOULD TRY
TO SELL COMMITTING EITHER A RANGER BN OR A BN FROM 51ST REGT, FOR
A PERIOD OF 30 DAYS. THIS TOO, OF COURSE, REQUIRES GEN LAM'S
APPROVAL
D. DEP PSA STATED HE IN TURN WOULD ATTEMPT TO GET AN
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PA.GE THREE RHMMAFA 1068 SECRET NOFORN
RF CO ASSIGNED TO BARRIER ISLAND ON A PERMENANT BASIS FOLLOWING
THE AFOREMENTIONED OPERATIONS.
Do (S) THE CONSENUS WAS THAT ARVN FORCES WOULD BE MORE SATISFACTORY
THAN US FORCES FOR RAG OPS.
5. (S) ALCON IN THIS AREA AGREE THAT OP'S IN THE CUA DAI RIVER
TO THIS POINT HAVE BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL IN OPENING THE RIVER
TO CIVILIAN TRAFFIC. AS AN ASIDE, THE DEP PSA (LTCOL USA) WAS
QUITE POSITIVE IN HIS VIEWS THAT THE RECENT OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS
CONDUCTED BY CTG 115.1 HAVE BEEN REFLECTED IN THE INCREASED
RIENLY TRAFFIC ON THE CUA DAI BY BOTH MERCHANT

I
THIS
FULLY

FISHING AND
IN THEVESSELS. HEALTHY SIGN REFLECTS OUR EFFORTS AREA,

THOUGH REALIZE IT HAS CAUSED TG 115.1 CASUALTIES.

EXTREMELY
(S) AT THIS

EFFECTIVE
OPERATION,

FOLLOW
WILL
ON OPS

BE6 POINT, A BATTALION/RAG
IN SECURING THE RIVER. WILL

INCLUDE FIRTHER PACIFICATION OF THE AREA AND THE FURTHER
OPENING UP OF THE PORT HOI All THIS P SELIEVE IS ESSENTIAL IN
DEVELOPING THE ECONOMIC STABILITY OF THE AREA. PROCEEDING ON
FOREGOING INFO INTEND TO MAKE ALL POSSIBLE EFFORT TO EFFECT
INCREASED TROOP AND RAG SUPPORT FOR YOUR MAR KET TIME BOATS ON
THE CUA DAI RIVER ASAP.
7 (U) WARM REGARDS.
QP-A
BT
1068
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PTTCZYUW RHMMAFA1325 1006231-cCCC=RUMKLAA RUMMVPA RUMLMHA.
ZNY CCCCC
P 1002302 APR G
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHLAA/CG FIRST MARD IV
R UMNVPA/CG THIRD MARDIV
R UNLMHA/CG FIRST MAU
BT
C 0 D E N I A L
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN DAVIS AND MGEN QUILTER
FROM LIGEN NACKERSON
AIR GROUND PERSONNEL EXCHANGE (U)

So (C) AS YOU KNOW, I AM TAKING A NUMBER OF STEPS TO MAKE SURE
WE ARE DOING EVERYTHING WE CAN TO GET THE MOST OUT OF OUR RELATIVELY
SMALL NUMBER OF HELICOPTERS. AMONG THESE STEPS IS THE PANEL I AM
CONVENING TO EXAMINE ACROSS THE BOARD OUR HELO OPERATIONAL PRO-
CED URES AND COMMAND AND CONTROL.
20 (C) BEYOND THE COMMAND ASPECTS, HOWEVER, THERE IS AN ESSENTIAL
REQUIREMENT FOR GOOD UNDERSTANDING BY OUR LOWER RANKING AIR AND
GROUND PEOPLE OF THE PROBLEMS OF EACH OTHER. X RECOGNIZE THAT
EDUCATION EN THIS REGARD IS COMPLICATED BY THE CONTINUING TURNOVER
AND BY THE SHORTAGE OF JUNIOR PEOPLE, WHICH IN TURN KEEPS EVERY-

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1325 C 0 I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR
ONE UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE JUST TO GET HIS OWN BASIC JOB DONE.
BUT THESE COMPLICATIONS DO NOT IN ANY WAY LESSEN THE REQUIREMENT FOR
MEMBERS OF THE AIR GROUND TEAM TO BE CONSERSANT WITH WHAT THE
TOTAL TEAM CAN DO. ONE TECHNIQUE WHICH WILL HELP THAT UNDERSTANDING
IS TO MAINTAIN AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM BETWEEN GROUND AND AIR
UNITS, WHERE As FEW PERSONNEL OF BOTH ELEMENTS LIVE AND WORK
WITH THEIR AIR OR GROUND COUNTERPARTS FOR A BRIEF PERIOD.
3. (U) IN VIEU OF THE FOREGOING, X DESIRE THAT YOU ESTABLISH
TOKEN OFFICER EXCHANGE PROGRAMS BETWEEN THE DIVISIONS AND WING.
I DO NOT EXPECT A LARGE SCALE PROGRAM TO BE SET UP OVERNIGHT.
I DO HOWEVER, BELIEVE THAT YOU CAN BEGIN ,IN THE NEAR FUTURE
TO EXCHANGE A FEW INDIVIDUALS FOR SHORT PERIODS OF TIME.
BASED ON INITIAL EVALUATION HE MAY WANT TO EXPAND THE PROGRAM
LATER.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
1325
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fOR ~G GETTYS FROM LTG NICKERSON 
o 042339Z 
FM CG I.I I MAF 
TO eOMUSMACV 
ZEM 
TOP SEC RET EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
A. MAC 4006 EO 291213Z MAR69 
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE 
CREATED FOR THE ENE~Y BY OUR INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY, 
~ND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE-EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE 
ENEMY· S SOUTHERN Loe IN THE SA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY 
YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILTY AND 
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS 
CONVEY MY VIEWS. 
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFFOR! IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE 
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL 
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN 
WESTERN QUANG TRI AND THUA 1HIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO ?EEK 
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIBILITY OF 
THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 614 AND KHAN DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS­
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS- IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED 
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY 1 HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTO . 
REcCE SORTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED 
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES 
SIGNIFICANT RESrn..TS AND RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE ·THAT THE ROADS 
I NTO AND AROUND KHAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER, 
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 
GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY. 
TWO INFRARED DETEcrOR MISSIONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS 
E MISSIONS I N THE OF BA 614 AND ZC ,0112. AER IAL PHOT OGRAPHY REVEALS 
A ROAD 
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR· ROADCUTS ON 11, 17, 
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE FOLLOWH1G DAY. LAST YEAR A 
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER 
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO 
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS 1 
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT 
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE 
ENEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT _HE HAS IN THE WAY 
OF: FH.~A.n SUJDfL.I.ES. IN .T. FIE TA. ~G.l!T-AJI([A •.. ONC. E. TIUS I. 5 D£1"tJR'I't;ll .. IIl.: /L. L .. : 
I .' .. .' TtP) I N"E~T TJq! Ni:CiSSAIRY F'ORC£ TO D ISIiUtJ1'>'T TIIIIi If~, 
o .. .. - ." ,". '-,-. 
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0 101540Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO SSO AMERICAL DIVISION
FOR MG GETTYS FROM LTG NICKERSON
0 042339Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
T 0 C R E T EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
A. MAC 4006 E0 291213Z MAR69
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE
CREATED FOR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY,
AND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE-EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE
ENEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY
YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILITY AND
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS
CONVEY MY VIEWS.
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFFORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN
WESTERN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIBILITY OF
THE TERRAIN AR OUND BA 614 AND KHAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS-
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTO
RECCE SORTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS
INTO AND AROUND KHAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER,
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO

GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY.
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND ZC 0112. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS
A ROAD
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11, 17,
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE FOLLOWING DAY. LAST YEAR A
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I

CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE
ENEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAY
OF FORCES AND SUPPLIES IN THE TARGET AREA. ONCE THIS IS DETERMINED

14.60I AM PREPARED TO INVEST THE NECESSARY FORCE TO DISTRUPT THE
0
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- 3. 1 C~NSIDEJil TJIIAT' A JDREEMJ!'TI'lI OPERATION IN STREN6TH IN TJ!{E BA '141 
rPlA" FHIJe A.JlEIl IS FEASI8LE. I TRINK, nOWE'1lEI, nUT IT IS AN O'PERATIOI 
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE 
REMOTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND 'CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS; 
THE UNcERTAINLY O,F THE ENEMY- S CAPABILI:IY THERE; AND OF THE THINNING 
OF MY FORCES THAT WILL' BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE 
REQUIRES FOR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE 
OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVE 

, CONSIDERED 'THE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AND FORESEE NO INSURMOUNT-
UBt.E PROBLEM. ' 
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICUlT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE 
PLATEAU FROI'!--II, C!Z TO THE D-MZ, WHERE WE' OPERATE AS A'1t'JATTER OF 
ROUTINE. 
B. ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS PREDICTED 
TO IMpEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A 
SERIOUS LIMlTHIG FACTOR. 
C. THE LOGISTIcAl PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BE 
CHALLENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A 
IHSQUALIFYING FACT OR. 
D. BECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER­
UTION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL 
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE RECON REVEALED~ 
T HE EFFORT WOULD CONCENTRATE ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY 
HiAVIl. Y ON TRE SELTA FORCE AND ceN PATiOLS. WE WOULD REtUJIRE YOUR 
.C:$llfI!IIVE.Ji) ASSTANCE IN KEEFIMG DaTA FORCE wITH ~S.I CONSU>ltR TI£ 
-'Iirl; Fem!:,. Atlli) JllimRITY CCN f'ATlllOL SUJDPO'RT fA KEY ELEMENT IN Tim /.M.(' I 

t;l"U.ITY 0)'1'" TPfE cero'e·e:'T. ' 7' ___ 
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3. I CONSIDER THAT A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN STRENGTH IN THE BA 614/
XHAM DUC AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATION
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE
REMOTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS;
THE UNCERTAINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; AND OF THE THINNING
OF MY FORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE
REQUIRES FOR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE
OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVE
CONSIDERED THE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AND FORESEE NO INSURMOUNT-
UBLE PROBLEM.
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE
PLATEAU FROM II CTZ TO THE DMZ, WHERE WE OPERATE AS A MATTER OF
ROUTINE.
B. ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS PREDICTED
TO IMPEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A
SERIOUS LIMITING FACTOR.
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BE
CHALLENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A
DISQUALIFYING FACTOR.
D. BECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER-
UTION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE RECON REVEALED.
THE EFFORT WOULD CONCENTRATE ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY
HEAVILY ON THE DELIA FORCE AND CCN PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOUR
ONTINUED ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELTA FORCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THE

DELIA FORCE AND PRIORITY CCN PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELEMENT IN THE
14121FEASIBILITY OF THE CONCEPT.
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1[. FJU}'f,if Tl!f:lE STAN,mpOIMT ®F TR0Q" AVAILABILITY, 1 [,STIM'AT! TMT 
, 'r PlIS 0fDERATION AT ITS PE:AK PHASE W ILL REQUIRE: TWO BR IGADES, ONE FR OM, 

AMERIcAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE 
HAS PROGRESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OF 
THE ACTUAL SITUATION. CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN 
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND 
T HE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV I N THE NORTH, THE ONt Y COMMAND 
WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORCES IS 
THE 101ST. WHILE IT, TOO, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING 
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE 
AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE' 101 ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A 
SEC-OND BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I 
BELIEVE, OvER-SXTEND III MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, COMBINED 
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST 
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAl BRIDAGE SLICE TO III -
MAF. EV-EN WITH AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OF 
MY PRESENT FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN 
DEGREE OF RISK_ THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE 
A SSIGNEMTN OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE. . 

DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS 
8se 

NNNN 

TOP SECRE? HASBEENSENl 
/f{d) 
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E. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF TROOP AVAILABILITY, I ESTIMATE THAT
THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE
HAS PROGRESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OF
THE ACTUAL SITUATION. CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN
QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND
THE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE NORTH, THE ONLY COMMAND
WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORCES IS
THE 101ST. WHILE IT, TOO, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE
AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A
SECOND BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I

BELIEVE, OVER-SXTEND III MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, COMBINED
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III
MAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OF
MY PRESENT FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE
ASSIGNEMIN OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE.

DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
860

HASBEENSENT
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FOR MG GETTYs FRO~1 LTG NICKERSON 
o 042339Z 
FM CG III MAl' 
TO COftlUSMACV 

•. ZEM 
TOP SEC RET EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION 15 BOTH FEASIBLE 
AND NECESSARY, TO kEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND 
CONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF ' 
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LTGEN 
LAM. TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE BATTALION TO THE OPERATION, 
HOPEFULLY MORE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT, 
IS A MATTER WHIcH I WOULD NEGOIATEWITH LTGEN LAM AT A LATER 
DATE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS 
ELSEWHERE IN JC!Z AS FORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA. 
4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM 
DUC AREA, THE PACE, SCOPE AND ORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR COMBAT 
EFFORT WOULD DEPEND ON OUR INITIAL CONCERTED RECONNAISSANCE PHASE. 
FOR THIS, REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN 
THE TIMING. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH 
FROM CASS PARK TO INIIIATE tHEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA ON 1 
MAY. THE FACILITI~S OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED 
IN DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR COLOCATION OF 
BOTH THE DELTA FORCES AND CCN MOBILE LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE 
REcONNAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER 
OR NOT 10 EXPAND THE OPERATION, I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING 
PERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON 
E FFORY DEVa OPE,D HARD AND EXPL OllABLE INTELL IGENeE, ABOUT 1 JUNE 
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY 
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEiYjENIS INTO THE OLD KRAM DUC BASE AREA TO 
ESTABLISH AN FOB AND .CONDUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE 
VICINITY. I ANTICIPAtE lHAi ABOUl IWO WEEKS 
WOULD BE REQUIRED 10 MAKE KHAM DUC A FUNCT IONS FOB CAPABLE OF SUP. 
PORTING A TOTAL OF 6 INFANTRY BATTALIONS, ;3 ARTY BAIIAI,.IONS, AND 
A PPROPRIATE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN INTRODUCE THE 
ADDITONAL COMBAT ELEMENTS OF ANOTHER BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER­
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPME'NT OF 
THE SnUl\lTOW. WE COULD CONcLUDE THE OPERAT ION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT 
I WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM 
KHAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAl ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE WEST. 
cONCtJ"RJ~EBTU.LY, I.WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED 
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F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND
CONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LIGEN
LAM TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE BATTALION TO THE OPERATION,
HOPEFULLY MORE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT,
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGOIATE WITH LIGEN LAM AT A LATER
DATE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS
ELSEWHERE IN ICTZ AS FORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA.
4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM
DUC AREA, THE PACE, SCOPE AND ORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR COMBAT
EFFORT WOULD DEPEND ON OUR INITIAL CONCERTED RECONNAISSANCE PHASE.
FOR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN
THE TIMING. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH
FROM CASS PARK TO INITIATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA ON 1

MAY. THE FACILITIES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED
IN DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR COLOCATION OF
BOTH THE DELIA FORCES AND CCN MOBILE LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE
RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER
OR NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERATION, I WOULD JUD GE A 30 DAY OPERATING
PERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON
EFFORT DEVELOPED HARD AND EXPLOITABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC BASE AREA TO
ESTABLISH AN FOB AND CONDUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY. I ANTICIPAIE THAI ABOUT 1WO WEEKS
WOULD BE REQUIRED 10 MAKE KHAM DUC A FUNCTIONS FOB CAPABLE OF SUP-
PORTING A TOTAL OF 6 INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTALIONS, AND
APPROPRIATE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN INTRODUCE THE
ADDITONAL COMBAT ELEMENTS OF ANOTHER BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER-
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE SITUATION. WE COULD CONCLUDE THE OPERATION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT
I WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM
KHAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAI ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE WEST.
CONCURRENTULY, WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED
ATTACK ON BA 112 FROM THE EAST WITH AT LEAST ONE REGIMENT. THIS

1414)OPERATION WOULD CONCLUDE IN MID-SEPTEMBER.
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--s-: 1M 5t!Jf'I'M,Af,tY, I CONSIDER A PREEMPTIVIt OfE,FlAtION IN THE B,A 
614/J{¥lAM JUC AIREA BOTl'{ DESIRABLE AND FEASlBtE, A.5S.IMIDJS ElELTA 
FORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN 
ADDITIONAL 'BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAl. SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL 
SHIFT IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE 
OpERATION ON 1 MAY. 1 HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL 
WITH CHARLIE GETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PROPOSED CONCEPT AND OPERATION' 
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD 
BE PLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A 
BRIEFING AT A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE. 
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5. IN SUMMARY, I CONSIDER A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN THE BA
614/ DUC AREA BOTH DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLE, ASSUMING DELTA
FORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN
ADDITIONAL BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL
SHIFT IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE
OPERATION ON 1 MAY. I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL
WITH CHARLIE GETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PROPOSED CONCEPT AND OPERATION
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD
BE PLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A
BRIEFING AT A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE.
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SECTION ONE OF TWO SECTIONSBT
S E CR E T/SPF.CAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: VISIT BY SENATOR TOWER TO III MAF
So SENATOR TOWER VISITED III MAF ARRIVING AT 0840H ON 9 APRIL AND
DEPARTING AT 0800H ON 10 APRIL. ACCOMPANYING SENATOR TOWER WAS MR.
CHARLES B. KER BOW , CHIEF CLERK, SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE,
AND COLONEL JOHN O. MCFALLS, JR o , USAF, AIR FORCE LEGISLATIVE
LIAISON OFFICE. SENAT OR TOWER VISITED OR TOURED THE FOLLOWING:

A. 366TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING
B. STATIC DISPLAY PROVIDED BY CG 1ST MAW AND CG IST MARDIV
Co III MAF STAFF FOR BRIEFING
Do XXIV CORPS WHICH INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:

(I) OVERFLY OF GIA DINH, CAM VAO, AND DMZ.
(2) LANDED VANDERGRIFT COMBAT BASE, CG 3D MARDIV BRIEFED.
(3) OVERFLEW PURPLE MARTIN AO (FSB GREENS. SANH, SPARK,

WHISMAN, UPPER DA KRONG AND BA LONG VALLEY.
20 DINNER WAS HOSTED BY ME AT MY QUARTERS AND WAS ATTENDED BY

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1415 SECRET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
GENERAL LAM AMONG OTHERS.
3. SENATOR TOWER WAS QUITE INTERESTED IN ALL THAT HE SAW AND
WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE IN MILITARY AFFAIRS. HE WAS
INTERESTED IN DOING WHAT HE COULD TO HELP THE FIGHTING FORCES IN
VIETNAM AND I BELIEVE HIS VISIT WAS MOST BENEFICIAL
do SENATOR TOWER COMMENTED ON SEVERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST DURING
HIS VISIT AND THEY INCLUDED SUCH ITEMS AS THE FOLLOWING:

A. WHY ARE NO MARINES ASSIGNED TO IV CORPS IN THE DELTA?
HE SAID HE HAD NOT RECEIVED A GOOD ANSWER ON THIS POINT ON ANY OF
HIS FIVE TRIPS TO VIETNAM. APPARENTLY HE CONSIDERS THAT THE
DELTA IS A NORMAL OPERATING ENVIRONMENT FOR MARINES.

B. WHAT DO WE NEED IN HELICOPTERS? BY THIS HE WAS REFERRING
TO THE TYPE OF HELICOPTERS REQUIRED TO PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONS
SUCH AS UTILITY, MEDEVAC, ETC. HE WAS TOLD THAT WE HAD A RE-
QUIREMENT FOR MORE LIGHT HELOS, COMMAND AND CONTROL HELOS, AND
THAT A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT EXISTED FOR A HEAVY LIFT HELO
(CH548 OR CH47C). HE WAS ALSO TOLD THAT THE HELOS SHOULD BE
CONFIGURED FOR INSTRUMENT FLIGHT AND CREWS TRAINED FOR INSTRUMENT
CONDITIONS. THE NEED FOR A TERMINAL GUIDANCE SYSTEM WAS ALSO
EMPHASIZED.

1 OF PAGES IN3S N338 SAHPAGE
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA1485 R E I SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
Co THE WAR IN I CORPS WAS DISCUSSED WITH GENERAL LAM, AND

ALSO THE POSSIBILITY OF EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL OF US TROOPS.
GENERAL LAM STATED, QUOTE: WE KNOW YOU AMERICANS ARE PLANNING
ON WITHDRAVAL OF YOUR FORCES, BUT DON'T TALK ABOUT IT. IF YOU
SAY YOU ARE GOING TO WITHDRAW YOUR TROOPS IN A YEAR , THEN THE
NVA KNOW THEY ONLY HAVE TO HOLD OUT FOR TWO MORE YEARS-- AND
THEY WILL. so, IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON WITHDRAVING YOUR FORCES,
GO AHEAD AND DO IT, BUT DON'T TALK ABOUT IT . IF YOU TALK,
QUOTE TALK STRONG UNQUOTE. (BY QUOTE TALKING STRONG UNQUOTE,
LAM MEANT THAT WE ANNOUNCE WE ARE STAYING UNTIL ALL NVA LEAVE.)
GENERAL LAM ALSO SAID HE COULD HANDLE THE NVA IF HE HAD AN
EQUAL NUMBER OF REGIMENTS. HE SAID THE NVA HAD 22 REGIMENTS IN
I CORPS AND HE HAD 10. HE STATED THAT HE ASKED PRESIDENT
THIEU TO GO TO FULL MOBILIZATION AND GIVE HIM 10 MORE
REGIMENTS THAT HE COULD HANDLE THE PROBLEM. SENATOR TOWER
REASSURED GENERAL LAM THAT THE US (PRESIDENT NIXON) WOULD NOT
WITHDRAW US TR00PS UNTIL (1), THE NVA LEFT, (2), THE TERRITORIAL
SOVEREIGNTY OF SVN WAS ASSURED. LAM SAID THAT IF THE NVA LEFT,
NO PROBLEM, HE LAM COULD HANDLE THE VC IN THREE MONTHS.

D. GENERAL LAM GAVE SENAT OR TOWER QUITE A LECTURE ON

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA1485 C R SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
MARINES' RELATING TO PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM. HE USED CAP AS AN
EXAMPLE OF HOW IT SHOULD BE DONE.

E. DURING THE DAY, SENATOR TOWER ASKED QUOTE: WHAT WAS THE
REASON FOR KHE SANH? WAS IT DESIGNED TO ANCHOR THE TRACE UNQUOTE?
I REFERRED HIM TO GENERAL WALT AND SUGGESTED THAT HE CONTACT
HIM WHEN HE GETS BACK TO WASHINGTON,
5. AFTER DINNER , GENERAL LAM WAS PREPARING TO LEAVE AND SENATOR
TOWER ASKED TO SPEAK TO HIM PRIVATELY. THE CONVERSATION WAS
QUITE ANIMATED ALTHOUGH X WAS NOT PRESENT. AFTER GENERAL LAM
LEFT, THE SENATOR STATED TO ME THAT HE TALKED TO GENERAL LAM
ABOUT THE ROKS AND THAT HE TOLD GENERAL LAM THAT A HIGH ROK
OFFICIAL HAD MADE THE STATEMENT THAT IF AN AMERICAN DIVISION
WERE WITHDRAWN FROM VIETNAM, HE WOULD OFFER TWO ROK DIVISIONS
TO COMPENSATE. SENAT OR TOWER ASKED GENERAL LAM IF THE GVN WOULD
ACCEPT MORE ROKS AND WHERE WOULD HE (LAM) LOCATE THE ADDITIONAL
ROK FORCES IF THEY WERE PROVIDED TO HIM. GENERAL LAM'S ANSWER
WAS QUOTE: YES, THE GVN WOULD ACCEPT AND THE FORCES SHOULD BE
LOCATED IN THE HILLS UNQUOTE. MY CHIEF OF STAFF ESCORTED GENERAL
LAM TO THE BOAT DOCKS AS HE DEPARTED AND GENERAL LAM STATED THAT
SENATOR TOWER HAD ASKED ABOUT THE ROKS. GENERAL LAM STATED THAT

HAS BEEN SENTPAGESPAGE 2 0F4
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HE l' Ol.D tHE SE:~PlT OR 'ii'MAT HE RECOGNXZED THAT. THE iHmS ~mE 
TMEMSEL V[S B~Hrr At. il BUii' itMA! fHEY WERE GOOD F'lGMIERSo HE: CX'!i\![} A 
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA 1415 E C I SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
HE TOLD THE SENATOR THAT HE RECOGNIZED THAT. THE ROKS WERE
THEMSELVES BRUTAL , BUT THAT THEY WERE GOOD FIGHTERS. HE CITED A
COUPLE OF INSTANCES WHEREIN TWO VILLAGES WERE DESTROYED SOMETIME
AGO BY THE ROKS, BUT HE HASTENED TO ADD THAT THE DESTRUCTION
WAS IN CONNECT ION WITH ENEMY OPERATIONS. I THINK THE CONVERSATION
BETWEEN TOWER AND LAM MIGHT BE SUMMED UP AS: YES THE VIETNAMESE
WOULD ACCEPT THE TWO DIVISIONS IF OFFERED AND THE VIETNAMESE
WOULD DESIRE TO PUT THEM IN LESS POPULATED AREAS. IN MY VIEW, A
LOCATION IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ WOULD OFFER THREE
ADVANTAGES. (1), IT WOULD PUT APPROPRIATE TROOP DENSITY IN THE
AREA, (2) IT WOULD LOCATE THE ROKS GENERALLY IN UNPOPULATED
AREAS, AND (3) IT WOULD PROVIDE AN INTERNAT IONAL FLAVOR TO THE
POLICING OF THE DMZ.
60 ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING, SENATOR TOWER MET WITH THE FORCE
SURGEON AND THE FORCE CHAPLAIN AND HIS/ASSISTANT . HE SAID HE
DESIRED TO TALK TO THE OFFICERS WHO WORKED CLOSELY WITH PEOPLE.
IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH THE DOCTOR HE ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS
ABOUT MORALE, AND WAS TOLD ABOUT THE MARS SYSTEM AND THE RAPID
RESPONSE TO EMERGENCY LEAVE AS BEING SIGNIFICANT FACTORS.

Do THE SENATOR ASKED ABOUT MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND PERSONNEL

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA1415 SE CRET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
AND WAS TOLD THAT WE ARE PROUD OF OUR EXISTING SYSTEM, THAT OUR
BUREAU WAS MOST RESPONSIVE TO REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL EQUIPMENT
AND THAT WE ARE IN BETTER SHAPE NOW WE HAD EVER BEEN.

B. HE COMMENTED ON THE LOW MORTALITY RATE(1 PER CENT) AND THE
DOCTOR SAID THAT WHILE THIS MIGHT BE TRUE COUNTRY-WIDE, OUR
FIGURES HERE WERE HIGHER THE DOCTOR POINTED OUT THAT THE HELO
EVAC BROUGHT MEN TO THE HOSPITALS STILL ALIVE BUT so GRAVELY
INJURED THAT THEY COULD NOT RECOVER.

C. THE SURGEON STRESSED OUR READY ACCESS IN EMERGENCIES
TO MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE OTHER SERVICES.

D. THE DISCUSSION LATER GOT TO NEGROES AND WAS QUITE
EXTENSIVE. THE SURGEON SAID THAT A BEARDED NEGRO DID NOT
NECESSARILY INDICATE A NON-CONFORMIST OR MILITANT THAT THEIR
TENDANCY TO GET INGROWN HAIRS CAUSED A REAL PROBLEM AND THAT
THERE WERE VALID MEDICAL REASONS FOR ISSUING NON-SHAVING CHITS.

E. THE SENATOR HAD BEEN IMPRESSED WITH CAP MED-CAPPING
Oil A PREVIOUS VISIT AND ASKED IF THIS WAS STILL A BIG EFFORT.
HE WAS TOLD THAT IT WAS.

Fo THERE WAS A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF MORALE AND THE GENERAL
SENSE OF THE TALK WAS THAT MORALE WAS HIGH. AT ONE POINT, LACK
GP-4
BT
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FINAL SECTION OF TWO SECTIONSBT
SECRET / SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
OF LIBERTY IN THE CITIES AND VILLAGES CAME UP : THE DOCTOR
ATTRIBUTED OUR LOW VD RATE TO THIS. BOTH CHAPLAIN RADCLIFFE
AND CHAPLAIN JOSEPH WERE PRESENT DURING THIS DISCUSSION.
SUBJECTS WHICH WERE EMPHASIZED BY THE CHAPLAINS WERE:

(1) THE HIGH MORALE OF MARINES AND THE REASONS THEREFORE.
(2) THE CHAPLAINS ROLE AND THE RESPONSE TO HIS RELIGIOUS

PROGRAM.
(3) THE CHAPLAINS POSITIVE ALTHOUGH UNCOERCED RESPONSE

TO OUR GOVERNMENT'S VIETNAMESE POLICY.
(4) RACE PROBLEMS.
(5) REACTION OF TROOPS TO DISSENSION AND UNREST AT

HOME AND TO CRITICISM OF OUR INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM
ALL SUBJECTS WERE DISCUSSED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO REFLECT

CREDIT ON THE MARINE IN GENERAL AND THE MARINE CORPS IN
PARTICULAR SENATOR TOWER IDENTIFIED HIS CONCURRENCE WITH

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1423 SECRET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
THE OPINIONS OF THE CHAPLAINS AND DOCTOR AND SUPPORTED THAT
CONCURRENCE WITH REFERENCE TO PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS MADE DURING
THIS AND FOUR PREVIOUS VISITS TO VIETNAM. HE LATER SAID THAT
THIS LAST DISCUSSION WAS ONE OF THE MOST BENEFICIAL HE HAS
HAD ON HIS TRIP
7. AT ONE TIME, MR. KERBOW INDICATED TO ME THAT HE MIGHT
BE THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY FOR MANPOWER AND
RESERVE.
8. ALL IN ALL, I WOULD SAY THAT THE VISIT OF SENATOR TOWER
WAS QUITE BENEFICIAL. I AM SURE THAT SENATOR TOWER LEFT HAPPY
WITH I CORPS AND THAT WE WILL USE HIS INFLUENCE TO ASSIST ALL
THE FORCES IN VIETNAM.
90 MOST OF THE ABOVE HAS BEEN PASSED TO COMUSMACV
GP- 4
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S E CR E l' SPECA'f EXClUSXVE FOR GtNER~L ABRAMS FRO M t,lGEN NYCI{!!RSO N 
SUB Jg VlSIi' BY SENATOR 1'o\~ER 10 I II MAl<.. , 
no SEPJ Al0R TOWER VISITED K II MAp ARFnV1NG AT 084~H 01\1 9 APRIL A~m 
DE:PAR'i'ING AT 08~0M oN 10 APRIL eD ACCOMPAI\JYING SE~JATOR, 10\'lER ~fA'S 'i\'iR" 
CHARtJ!S'B 0 KERBOt~ () CHiEF' CLERi{tl SEN ATt:: ,AFH1ED SERVICES CO MMITYE:E 1/ ' 

AND COLONEL JOHN 0 e MCfo"ALLS g JR Of) USAF·!)', fUR FOHeE lE(HStlffY'VE 
UAISON OFFICE", SENATOR lOWER VISITED' OR TOURED tHE F'OU .. O\UNG g 

Ao 3G6YH TACTiCAL FXGHTER WYruG : . 
90 StATIC 'iXSPUW PROVIDED BY CG iSor' ,MIH~ AiI!D Cr, is! ~I\rmxv 
Co XII MAr STArr FOR BRIEFING ~ ~ .. : .. 
D (> XXXV CORPS tl1HICH INCLUDED THE Fo.tlo\H\\1G~ 

(D OVERFLY OF' GrA DINJ.(e CAM VA09~'Af\1D DMZ <) 

(2) LAND!!!) VANDERGRIFT COMBAT BASE9~ CG 3D NARDIV BfffiEF'Eli 0 

OD OVERFtEiI PURPLE !'1AR'i'IN AO (F~: GREE~J) p f(l{E SAfI.IV-f 9 SP!\RK!) 
~mISfY1ANj) UPPER DA KRONG AND BA lONG VALU;V ~ . 
2 ~ DINNER WAS HOSTED BY f'lE iH MY QUARtERS "AND tyt\S AT1ENOElJ BY 

'~ - -'." .t-
v :: : -'. 

PAGE n~o RHMi\1AFA 24R 5 SEC RET sPEckr rlCEO [XeLUSiVE FOR 
GE:NERAi. LAM AMON G OTHERS I;) • 

So SENATOR rO\~ER \MS QUITE XNTERESTl!.O IN All 1141\1 HE SMt! AI\JD 
WAS OeVIOUSlY'VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE IN ~rLIrARV A~rAIRS~ HE WAS 
INTERESTED IN DOXNG' \~HAY HE COULD TV' HELP :THE F'IGHTING fORCES H! 
VIE1'NAM AND 1 BELIEVE HIS VISIT triAS .r"iO'Sr BEr~EF!CIAt {j 

, .44 oSEfJATOR TOWER CO MMENTED O~J SEVE'RAt StEMS Or 8YN1ERIrS'f DURING 
HIS VISIT AND THEY INCLUDED SUCH ITE~lS.· AS THE rrotlo~HMGg 

A~ '~HY ARE pm r~ARr{\JES ASSIGNED TQ, .IV COR,~$ H~ THE DELTA~ 
HE S/'\1D ME H~O NOT RECEIV[D A GOOD A·NSWER 0\11· nns PO 11'31 O~J IH3V OF 
JUS FIVE TIUPS TO VIE'nJAM" APPARENTLY 'ME COf~SIiJERS THAT THE: 
DELTA IS A f~OfHtJAl OPERAfING ENVIRONMEN·Y fOR NARHIES o' ~ 

B e \~HAl DO' ~<1E NEED IN HElXCOPTERS?' BY -nus HE WAS RE:F'ERRING 
TO THE TYPE OF' MElXCOPTERS REQUIRED-:ro, PERl"ORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONS,· 
SUCH AS UTH.n'Y o ~1EDEVACIl E!C~ HE \~AS totO ''tHAi WE HAD ARE"", 
QUIREf1ENi FOR riJORE l.IGHT HEtos o COMM'A~ .M~D CONTROL j.fE:tos~ AND 
THAT iii DfF'HJITE, RE~UIRC:MENT EXISTED F'O'R A HEAVY lIFT 1..fiilO 
(CH54B OR CH41C> sHE \"AS ALSO 10LD THAT THE HEtOS SHOULD BY!: 
CONF'IGUREI') FOR· INSTRU£'1£rJ! Fl.IGHl' ANI) CREWS TRAINED FOR mSTRUMENT. 
CONDITIONS f} THE NEED FOR A lERfllINAl 'GUIDANCE 5YS'fErt! WAS ALSO 
Ef\1PHASXZED ~ 
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ZNY SSSSS
0 1015262 APR 69
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: VISIT BY SENATOR TOWER TO III MAF
1. SENATOR TOWER VISITED III MAF ARRIVING AT 0840H ON 9 APRIL AND
DEPARTING AT 08.00M ON 10 APRIL. ACCOMPANYING SENATOR TOWER WAS MR
CHARLES B. KERBOW. CHIEF CLERK, SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE,AND COLONEL JOHN 0. MCPALLS, JR OB USAF AIR FORCE LEGISLATIVE
LIAISON OFFICE. SENATOR TOWER VISITED OR TOURED THE FOLLOWING:

A. 366TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING
Bo STATIC DISPLAY PROVIDED BY CG IST MAW AND CG 1ST MARDIV
C. III MAF STAFF FOR BRIEFING
D. XXIV CORPS WHICH INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:

(1) OVERFLY OF GIA DINY, CAM VAO AND DMZ.
(2) LANDED VANDERGRIFT CO MBAT BASE CG 30 MARDIV BRIEFED.
(3) OVERFLEW PURPLE MARTIN AO (FSB GREEN), SANH, SPARK,

WHISMAN, UPPER DA KRONG AND BA LONG VALLEY.
2. DINNER WAS HOSTED BY ME AT MY QUARTERS AND WAS ATTENDED BY

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1415 SECRET SPECIAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
GENERAL LAM AMONG OTHERS.
3. SENATOR TOWER WAS QUITE INTERESTED IN ALL THAT HE SAW AND
WAS OBVIOUSLY VERY KNOWLEDGEABLE IN MILITARY AFFAIRS. HE WAS
INTERESTED IN DOING WHAT COULD TO HELP THE FIGHTING FORCES INVIETNAM AND I BELIEVE HIS VISIT WAS MOST BENEFICIAL
4. SENATOR TOWER COMMENTED ON SEVERAL ITEMS OF INTEREST DURING
HIS VISIT AND THEY INCLUDED SUCH ITEMS AS THE FOLLOWING:

A. WHY ARE NO MARINES ASSIGNED TO IV CORPS IN THE DELTA
HE SAID HE HAD NOT RECEIVED A GOOD ANSWER ON THIS POINT ON ANY OFHIS FIVE TRIPS TO VIETNAM. APPARENTLY HE CONSIDERS THAT THE
DELTA IS A NORMAL OPERATING ENVIRONMENT FOR MARINES.B. WHAT DO WE NEED IN HELICOPTERS? BY THIS HE WAS REFERRINGTO THE TYPE OF MELICOPTERS REQUIRED TO. PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONSSUCH AS UTILITY, MEDEVAC , ETC. HE WAS TOLD THAT WE HAD A RE
QUIREMENT FOR MORE LIGHT HELOS, COMMAND AND CONTROL HELOS, ANDTHAT A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT EXISTED FOR A HEAVY LIFT HELO
(CH54B OR CH47C) HE WAS ALSO TOLD THAT THE MELOS SHOULD BE
CONFIGURED FOR INSTRUMENT FLIGHT AND CREWS TRAINED FOR INSTRUMENT
CONDITIONS , THE NEED FOR A TERMINAL GUIDANCE SYSTEM WAS ALSO
EMPHASIZED.
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PAGE THREE RHf·1MAFA 14! 5 SEC ReT' SP£,'Al MeEO E XCLUS,rVErO R 
c 0 rM~ tMR IN I CORPS t~AS fHSCUSSE-t" tnrM GENERAL tA!W9 A~m 

AlSOYHE POSSISXliTV Of.' EVENTUAL WlrHDRAl~Al OF' US TROOPS f) 

GENERAL LAM STATED p QUOTEg t~E KNO~! Y'OU."A~ERICANS ARE 1'U\Ni\HNG 
01'1 WITHDRM1Al OF' YOUR FORCES I> BUT DOiV'T 'TALK ABOUT I'll' <'l IF YO U 
SAY YOU ARE GOXNGTO WITHORAW YOUR 1~ooPS !N A YEAR o IHE~ tHE 
f~VA KNOW THEY ONLY HAVE 10 HOLD OUI FO~ 1\10 {lURE YEARS"" ... t\f<DD 
TWEY w:n.Lc SOl} iF' YOU ARE PLAiVNING o.w MI'TMDRAtHNG YOUR Jl'ORC£Sll 
GO AHEAD AND 1)0 IT" BUT DON or TALK ABO!J~r IT f) IF' YOU T Al .. K 9 

QUOTE TALK SiRONG UNQUOTE 0 CBY QUOYf; 1J.\U<ING SHlONG UNQUOYE o . 
tAM MEAWT THAT ItIE Ar~NOUNCE \1E ARE STAY,ING UfH'H. ALL ~WA lEAVE "') 
GENERAL tMIl ALSO SAID HE COULD HANDLE .. lHE f11\1A IF HE HAD AN 
EQUAL NUMBER OF REGIME~rS~ HE SAID THE NVA MAD 22 REGIMEOOrS i~ 
I CORPS AND ~E tH~D 10 (I HE 51' ATEO 'lfHAi H.E ASIl<Et> ,PRES IDEr.JY . 
THI~U TO GO TO FULL MOBrtIZA!IO~ AruO'G!VE HIM 10;MORf" 
R~GIMENiS THAT HE COULD HANDLE tH~ ~~OBlEM6 SENAtOR 'lOWER 
REASSURED GENERAL tMl THAT THEUS (PRmsroEwT !HXotl) tmUlD' NO"i' 
t~ITHDRA\Y us TROOPS UfvT U. (D ~ THE NVA··lErT v (2) ~ THE TERRITORIAL 
SOVEREIGNTY OF SVru l:/AS ASSURED 0 LAM ·SAID tHAT U' THE NVA LEFt 9 . 

NO PROBlEM e HE tAfIlg COUL.D HAi"JDLE THE .. ve IN l'HREE I'IlONYHS fa 

. '. 

PAGE l"QlJRRHn1!V1AF'A!4t 5 SEC R E r SPkC-/U':' l'1CEO EXCLUSIVE FOn 
5 (I AF''fER VINNER!l) GENERAL l.AN l:lftS PRELARING TO LEAVE AND SENATOR 
iO\~£!R ASKED TO SP[AK TO HIM PRIVATELY 0 r'HE eONVERSA1lrON \.JAS 
QUiTE: ANllMATED Ai .. nmUGH 1 t~AS NOT PRESE-N! 0 A""TER GEJ\~ERAL tA.Nf 
LErTe THE SENATOR STATED TO ME iHAT HE'TALKED YO GE!'?i!RIH. tA~t, 
ABOUT nfE ROKS AND THAT. ME TOLD GENERAl.lt\"M THAT A ~HGH Rot{ 
OFFIe IAt.. HAlJ MADE 'THE STATEMENT THAT' IF'. /tN' AMERICAN DIVISIO N 
WERE \>HTHDRAWN FRO~l VIETNM1 Q HE t'l0l11D OF,FER TINO ROJ( DIVISIONS 
1'0 COMPENSA'f£ Q SENATOR TOWER ASKED ·t;:'EN£RAl LAM IF T~E GVN \~OUlD 
ACCEPT f'P.oRE ROKS' AND WHERE WOULD HE (CAM) LOCAlE T~EADlH'fIONAl 
ROK FORCES XFTHEY ~/ERE PROVIDED TO "HfM 0 GENERAl. LAf¥i°S IHJS\~ER 
~/AS QUOTE: YES\) THE GVN ~JOULD ACCEPT IUJD THE FORCES SHOULD BE 
LOCAiED IPJ THE HIllS UN~UOrE Q MY CHI"Ep .. OF STAFj8' ESCORiED- GENERAL 
tAftI 'CO TJfE BOAT DOCKS AS HE DElARTED AND,·GENERAL LAM STATED 'fJ-fAT 
SEN ATOR TO\\fER HAD ASKED ABO tiT rHE ROKS ~ 'GENERAL LAM STATED iMA'f 

- : .,. . 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 1415 S C R E T SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
C. THE WAR IN I CORPS WAS DISCUSSED WITH GENERAL LAM, AND

ALSO THE POSSIBILITY OF EVENTUAL WITHDRAWAL OF US TROOPS.
GENERAL LAM STATED, QUOTE: WE KNOW YOU. AMERICANS ARE PLANNING
ON WITHDRAWAL OF YOUR FORCES, BUT DON 'T TALK ABOUT IT. IF YOU
SAY YOU ARE GOING TO WITHDRAW YOUR TROOPS IN A YEAR, THEN THE
NVA KNOW THEY ONLY HAVE TO HOLD OUT FOR TWO MORE YEARS ==AND
THEY WILL. SO, IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON WITHDRAWING YOUR FORCES ,
GO AHEAD AND DO IT, BUT DON T TALK ABOUT IT. IF YOU TALK,
QUOTE TALK STRONG UNQUOTE. (BY QUOTE TALKING STRONG UNQUOTE
LAM MEANT THAT WE ANNOUNCE WE ARE STAYING UNTIL ALL NVA LEAVE
GENERAL LAM ALSO SAID HE COULD HANDLE THE NVA IF HE HAD AN
EQUAL NUMBER OF REGIMENTS HE SAID THE NVA MAD 22 REGIMENTS IN

CORPS AND HE HAD 10. HE STATED THAT ME ASKED ,PRESIDENTI
THIEU TO GO TO FULL MOBILIZATION AND GIVE HIM 10. MORE
REGIMENTS THAT HE COULD HANDLE THE PROBLEM SENATOR TOWER
REASSURED GENERAL LAM THAT THE US (PRESIDENT NIXON) WOULD NOT
WITHDRAW US TROOPS UNTIL (1), THE NVA LEFT. (2), THE TERRITORIAL
SOVEREIGNTY OF SVN WAS ASSURED. LAM SAID THAT IF THE NVA LEFT,
NO PROBLEM, HE LAM, COULD HANDLE THE VC IN THREE MONTHS.

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA1411 E T SPECAF MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
5. AFTER DINNER, GENERAL LAM WAS PRELARING TO LEAVE AND SENATOR
TOWER ASKED TO SPEAK TO HIM PRIVATELY THE CONVERSATION WAS
QUITE ANIMATED ALTHOUGH I WAS NOT PRESENT o AFTER GENERAL LAM
LEFT, THE SENATOR STATED TO ME THAT HE TALKED TO GENERAL LAM
ABOUT THE ROKS AND THAT HE TOLD GENERAL LAM THAT A HIGH ROY
OFFICIAL HAD MADE THE STATEMENT THAT IF. AN AMERICAN DIVISION
WERE WITHDRAWN FROM VIETNAM, HE WOULD OFFER TWO ROK DIVISIONS
TO COMPENSATE SENATOR TOWER ASKED GENERAL LAM IF THE GVN WOULD
ACCEPT MORE ROKS AND WHERE WOULD HE (LAM) LOCATE THE ADDITIONAL
ROK FORCES IF THEY WERE PROVIDED TO HIM. GENERAL LAM'S ANSWER
WAS QUOTE: YES, THE GVN WOULD ACCEPT AND THE FORCES SHOULD BE
LOCATED IN THE HILLS UNQUOTE. MY CHIEF OF STAFF ESCORTED GENERAL
LAM TO THE BOAT DOCKS AS HE DELARTED AND. GENERAL LAM STATED THAT
SENATOR TOWER HAD ASKED ABOUT THE ROKS. GENERAL LAM STATED THAT

20F 4 PAGESPAGE
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA 1415 S E C R E T SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
HE TOLD THE SENATOR THAT RECOGNIZED THAT THE ROKS WERE
THEMSELVES BRUTAL, BUT THAT THEY WERE GOOD FIGHTERS HE CITED A
COUPLE OF INSTANCES WHEREIN TWO VILLAGES WERE RESTROYED SO METIME
AGO BY THE ROKS, BUT HE HASTENED TO ADD THAT THE DESTRUCTION
WAS IN CONNECTION WITH ENEMY OPERATIONS I THINK THE CONVERSATION
BETWEEN TOWER AND LAM MIGHT BE SUMMED UP AS: YES, THE VIETNAMESE
WOULD ACCEPT THE TWO DIVISIONS IF OFFERED AND THE VIETNAMESE
WOULD DESIRE TO PUT THEM IN LESS POPULATED AREAS. IN MY VIEW, A
LOCATION IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ WOULD OFFER THREE
ADVANTAGES (1), IT WOULD PUT APPROPRIATE TROOP DENSITY IN THE
AREA, (2) IT WOULD LOCATE THE ROKS GENERALLY IN UNPOPULATED
AREAS, AND 839, IT WOULD PROVIDE AN INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR TO THE
POLICING OF THE DMZ .
60 ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING, SENATOR TOWER MET WITH THE FORCE
SURGEON AND THE FORCE CHAPLAIN AND HIS ASSISTANT. HE SAID HE
DESIRED TO TALK TO THE OFFICERS WHO WORKED CLOSELY WITH PEOPLE.
IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH THE DOCTOR HE ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS
ABOUT MORALE, AND WAS TOLD ABOUT THE MARS SYSTEM AND THE RAPID
RESPONSE TO EMERGENCY LEAVE AS BEING SIGNIFICANT FACTORS.

A. THE SENATOR ASKED ABOUT MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND PERSONNEL

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA1415 S E C R E I SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOR
AND WAS TOLD THAT WE ARE PROUD OF OUR EXISTING SYSTEM, THAT OUR
BUREAU WAS MOST RESPONSIVE TO REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL EQUIPMENT
AND THAT WE ARE IN BETTER SHAPE NOW WE MAD EVER BEEN.

B. HE COMMENTED ON THE LOW MORTALITY RATE(1 PERCENT) AND THE
DOCTOR SAID THAT WHILE THIS MIGHT BE TRUE COUNTRY-WIDE OUR
FIGURES HERE WERE HIGHER. THE DOCTOR POINTED OUT THAT THE HELO
EVAC BROUGHT MEN TO THE HOSPITALS STILL ALIVE BUT SO GRAVELY
INJURED THAT THEY COULD NOT RECOVER.

C. THE SURGEON STRESSED OUR READY ACCESS IN EMERGENCIES
TO MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE OTHER SERVICES,

D. THE DISCUSSION LATER GOT TO NEGROES AND WAS QUITE
EXTENSIVE. THE SURGEON SAID THAT A BEARDED NEGRO DID. NOT
NECESSARILY INDICATE A NON-CONFORMIST OR MILITANT: THAT THEIR
TENDANCY TO GET INGROWN HAIRS CAUSED A REAL PROBLEM AND THAT
THERE WERE VALID MEDICAL REASONS FOR ISSUING NON SHAVING CHITS.

E. THE SENATOR HAD BEEN IMPRESSED WITH CAP MED =CAPPING
ON A PREVIOUS VISIT AND ASKED IF THIS WAS STILL A BIG EFFORT a
HE WAS TOLD THAT IT WAS .

F o THERE WAS A GENERAL DISCUSSIO OF MORALE AND THE GENERAL
SENSE OF THE TALK WAS THAT MORALE WAS. HIGH . AT ONE POINT, LACK
GP-4
BT
1415
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OF lIBERTY IN THE CI1IES AND VILLAGES ~A~E UP* THE DOCTOR 
ATTRJrBUYEDOUR lOt4 VO RA'fE TO tHIS 0 BO'l"H eMAPUHf~ RADCtXFF'~ 
f,Ur" CHAPLAIN JOSEPH \!,JERE PRESENT DURING1'HIS t1ISCUSSIO~ 0 

SUBJECTS \~JnCH WERE EMPHASIZED BY tHE CHAPlAUJS \l1ERE~ 
(I) THE HIGH MORALE OF MAIHiIlES AND tHE REASONS lMEREF·RF.'o 
~2> iHI! CHAPLAINS ROtE AND THE RESPONSE 10. HXS R€tXtH IU'> 

PRO GRAM 0 0' ,". .-

(3) THE CHAPLAINS POSITIVE ALTHOUGH. UNCOFRCED RESPOf1J~!' 
TO OUR GOVERIlMENT QS VIETNAMESE POLIC>" ~,;.: - . 
f) (4) RACE PROBtEf1S 0 .. ~: . . 

(5) REACTION OF TROOPS TO DISSENSIoN AND UNREST AT 
HOME AND TO CRliICISI\] OF' OUR INVOlVEfQENT IN VIETN/H1" 

ALL SUBJECTS ~Jl!:FfE DISCUSSED IN SUCH Pl. tvAY AS YO REFuc'r 
CREDIT ON THE MARINE IN GENERAL AND THE MARINE CORPS H 
PARTICULAR Q SENATOR TO\vER ID.ENiIFXED. HIS CONCURRENCE W!H 
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SECRET I SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FOROF LIBERTY IN THE CITIES AND VILLAGES CAME UP; THE DOCTORATTRIBUTED OUR LOW VD RATE TO THIS. BOTH CHAPLAIN RADCLIFFAND CHAPLAIN JOSEPH WERE PRESENT DURING THIS DISCUSSIONSUBJECTS WHICH WERE EMPHASIZED BY THE CHAPLAINS WERE:
(1) THE HIGH MORALE OF MARINES AND THE REASONS THEREF RF @
(2) THE CHAPLAINS ROLE AND THE RESPONSE TO HIS RELIGIOUS

PROGRAM.
(3) THE CHAPLAINS POSITIVE ALTHOUGH UNCOFRCED RESPOND!TO OUR GOVERNMENT S VIETNAMESE POLICY
(4) RACE PROBLEMS.0
(5) REACTION OF TROOPS TO DISSENSION AND UNREST ATHOME AND TO CRITICISM OF OUR INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM.

ALL SUBJECTS WERE DISCUSSED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO REFLICTCREDIT ON THE MARINE IN GENERAL AND THE MARINE CORPS IN
PARTICULAR SENATOR TOWER IDENTIFIED HIS CONCURRENCE WITH

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 1423 S ECRET SPECAT MCEO EXCLUSIVE FORTHE OPINIONS OF THE CHAPLAINS AND DOCTOR AND SUPPORTED THAT
CONCURRENCE WITH REFERENCE TO PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS MADE DURING
THIS AND FOUR PREVIOUS VISITS TO VIETNAM. HE LATER SAID THAT
THIS LAST DISCUSSION WAS ONE OF THE MUST BENEFICIAL HE HASHAD ON HIS TRIP
7. AT ONE TIME, MR. KERBOW INDICATED TO ME THAT HE MIGHTBE THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY FOR MANPOWER AND
RESERVE.
8. ALL IN ALL, I WOULD SAY THAT THE VISIT OF SENATOR TOWER
WAS QUITE BENEFICIAL Y AM SURE THAT SENATOR TOWER LEFT HAPPYWITH I CORPS AND THAT WE WILL USE HIS INFLUENCE TO ASSIST ALLTHE FORCES IN VIETNAM,
GP-4
BT
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1. F Q.L CWIN G ME SSA GE IS REA ID RESSED F OR YOUR INf mM AT I CN: 

QUOTE: 
a 042339Z ZVH ZF F - 1 
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TO C O1USM ACV 

ZEM. 
TOP SEC RET EY ES ONL Y SECT I CN CN E Of TW 0 

F' (J( lEN ABRAM S F'R CM L T GEN N IC K E RS (lIJ 

A. MAC 40106 EO 2912132 MAR69 - oS}" 
1. THI S RESP CN DS TO Y ru R MESSA GE paIN TIN G OUT THE P ROPLEfI] S WE H AV E 
CR EATED F' CR THE ENEMY Bf OUR IN TERDIC TI CN CF THE ASHAU VALLEY, 
AND RAISIN G THE QUESTICN CF A P (ESrB..E PRE7EMPTIVE M OlE AGAINST THE 
ENEMY·S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE PA 614 AND KHAM D UC REGICNS. SPECIF !CALLY 
Y CU ASKED f ffi MY VIEWS REGARDIN G THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILTY AND 
paSSIm. E TIMING OF' SUCH A MOlE. ACCORDING.,Y, THE F a..LCWING PARAGRAPHS 
C ONV EY M Y V I E WS • 
2. AI THE WTSET, I PELIE.VE SOCH AN EFFORf IS DESIRAaE. I SHARE 
YOUR INTEREST IN THE t.JESTEFfJ QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL 
ALTERIIATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURED 1M PROSPECTS ENEMY IN 

WESTERN PUAN G TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRlVE HIM TO SEEl< 
ornER ROUTES AS Y CU SUGGEST. THE D IFF IC ULITY AN D INACCESSIBILITY <F, 
THE TERRAIN AR ruN D BA 61 4 AND K HA~l Due MAK E T HAT A MOST L IK ELY PROS~< 
PEC T F' cR H.IM. REC ENT. REC 00 EFF ORT S IN THAT REGI OJ, HOWEVER, PR ODUCED 

M IX ED RESULTS. SIN CE 1 FEBRUARY I HAV E PR OGRAMME D FORT Y P HOT 0 ,-
RECCE S m TIES IN T a THAT A REA. THA T PH OITGRAPHY REV EALED 
L ITTI..E (f 51 CN IFICANCE, SLAR MISSI<N SHAVE N or PRODUCES 

SIGJIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHaros INDICATE THAT THE ROADS 
IN TO AN D AROON D K HAM DUC ARE NOT TRAF'F'ICA BLE. WEATHER, 
HCWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SUrNEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 

GlV E THE AREA, SIN C E OTHER S (uRCE S IN DICAT E RISIN G EN EM Y AC!IV ltY; 
TWO INFRARED DETECT CR MISS! CNS FLO~ DURING MAR:;H REPORTED NlJt1EROUS 
EM ISSI OJ S IN THE OF BA 614 AND zc 101 12. AERIAL PH OTOGRAPHY REVEALS 

A ROAD I' ' 
ffiANCHIN G CFF ROJTE 966. StCCESSFll TACAIR ROAJ:C UTS CN 11, 17, 
27, AN D 29 MARC H tilER E FILLED THE F G.LOWING DAY. LAST YEfR 'A 
ffi OLH D REC CN TEAM INSERTED AT 'l!; 00 11 66 CN20 SEP WAS EX T RJe T ED UNDER 

F IRE AN D CNE IN SERT ED AT ZC 01510 95 CN 23 OCT WAS A BORTED DUE TO 
HEAVY GRQ1l'JD F]J? E. IN VIEW OF' THESE AND S1M1.. AR IN DICATCR S 1 
C (NSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRAaE TO DEVOTE TO THE AREA, SUF'FICIENT 
EF'F (]iT NECESSARY TO OBfAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING CF WHAT THE 

i»¥ IS ACT UALLY DOIN G; WHERE HE IS, AW D WHAT HE HAS IN TWE WAY 
, JIPPLIES II THE TAiSET AR EAeClc[- nus IS ' 

!RUT llU: oJECESSAR'i' ,,~£ TO ,I; 
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1. F OW IN G MESSAGE IS READ RESSED F OR YOUR INF ORMATION:
QUOTE:

0 0423392 ZYH ZFF-
FM CG III MAF
TOC MUSMACV
ZEM.

T S EC R E T EYES ONLY SECTION ON E OF TW 0
FR GEN A BRAMS FR OM LTGEN NICKERSON
A. MAC 4006 E O 291 21 3Z MAR69 - SI
1. THIS RESP CNDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE
CREATED F OR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDIC TI C OF THE ASHAU VALLEY,
AND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A P OSSIBLE PRE 7EMP TIVE M1 V E AGAINST THE
ENEMY'S S OUTH E RN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND K HAM D UC REGIONS. SPECIF IC ALLY
Y a ASKED F OR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILITY AND
POSSIBE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE F OLLOWING PAR A GRAPHS
C EY MY VIEWS.
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFF ORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE
YOUR IN TEREST IN THE WESTERN QUAN G TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE D IM PROSPECT S EN EM Y IN
WESTERN PUAN G TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK

OTHER ROUTES AS Y a SUGGEST. THE D IFF IC ULITY AND INACCESSIBILITY OF
THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 61 4 AND K HAM DUC MAKE THAT 1 OST LIKELY PROS-K
PEC T R H.IM. RECENT REC ON EFF ORTS IN THAT REGION, H OWEVER, PRODUCED
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PR OGRAMME D F ORT Y PHOTO
REC CE S R T I E S INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOT GRAPHY REVEALED
LITTLE OF N IFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE N OT PRODUCES
SIGN IF IC ANT RESULTS AND RECENT PH OT OS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS
IN TO AND A R OUN D K HAM DUC ARE N OT TRAFFICABLE. WEATHER,
HOWEVER, HAS IMPE DED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED 0

GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER S OURCE S IN DICATE RISIN G EN EM Y ACTIVITY.
TWO INFRARED DETECT R MISSI ONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND ZC 01 12. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS
A ROAD

ER ANCHIN G OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADC UTS ON 11, 17,
27, AN D 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE aLOWING DAY. LAST YEAR A
GR OUN D REC TEAM IN SERTED AT ZC 00 11 66 ON 20 SEP WAS EX T RAC TED UNDER

F IRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO
HEAVY GR OUN D FRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIM L AR INDICATOR S I
C INSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEV OTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT
EFF ORT NECESSARY TO OBT AIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE
ENEMY IS ACT UALLY D OIN G, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAY

D SUPPLIES IN THE TARGET AR EA. ONCE THIS IS DETERMINED
TO INVEST THE NECESSARY F ORC E TO DISTRIPT
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KHAM DUC AREA IS FEASI aE. I THINK, HOWEVE R, THAT IT IS AN OPERAT I (}J 
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHIOJ, IN VIEW (]I THE 

REM OTENESS Qi' THE TARGET AREA AND C-cNSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROaEMS; 
THE UNCEro'AINLY (F THE ENEMY·S CAPABILITY THERE; AND OF THE THINNING 
(]I MY F mCES THAT WILL E?E CA USED Bt ASSEM B.. IN G A FO~E IF THE SIZE 

REQUIRES F' OR THIS OPERATIcN. IN ASSESSIN G THE FEASIBILITY CF THE 
OPERATICN, WITHIN THE FRAMEWO~ OF THESE RESEIWATIGlS, I HAVE 
C OJSIDERED mE V ARI 005 OPERATI (NAl FACT<R S AN D FORESEE NO INSURM OUNT5-

ABLE' PR OBLEM. 
A. THE TERRAIN IS FJ(TREMELY DIF)iICu.. T alT NOM mE SO THAN THE ENTIRE 
PLATEAU FRCM II CTZ TO THE IJtlZ, WHERE ,WE CPERATE AS A MATTER CF 

Rill TIN.E. 
So AL TH OJ Gf THE WEATHER DURIN G THE C ()] IN G M CN THS IS PREDICTED 
TO IMPEDE OPERATICNS SCMEwHAT, r DONOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A 
sm I rus LIM IT IN G FACT OR. 

C. THE LOGISTICAL PROaFMS IJ' SUPPORT (F THE OPERATIOO WILL BE 
CHALLEN GIN G, BUT N err TO THE DEffiEE THAT LOGISI TIC S FEC (}lIES A 
D ISQU AL IF' YIN G F AC T <R • ' 

D. BECAuSE OUR INTELLIGENCE CF THE TARGET fiREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER-
ATICN SHOJLD BE INITIATED WI.THA RECOJNAISSANCE EFFORT (F SEVERAL 
{"EEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDIN G UPCN WHAT THE RECClJ REVEALED. 

'THE EFFORT wcu.D CCNCEN1RATE ALL CRGANIC RESOtRCES. I WOLLD ALSO RELY 
HEAV ILY (N THE DELTA F mCE AND crn PATROLS. WE WQJLD REQUIRE YOUR 
C OOTINUED ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELTA FffiCE ~IITH'US. I CCNSIDER THE 
DEL TA F' ffiCE AND P IU OIHTY CC N PAT R OL SUPP OR T A KEY ELEM ENT IN TH E 
F'EASI BILITY (1' THE C(}JCEPT. 
E. FRCM THE SI'ANDPOINT CF !ROCP AVAILABILITY, I EsrIMATE THAT 
THIS O'ERATI (N AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, (]IJE FRCM 
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS REC CNNAISSANC E 
HAS PROGRESSED FAR ENa.JGH TO PEJiMIT HIM TOMAKE A HARD APPRAISAL (F 
THE AC TUAL S I TUA TICN. CCN SIDER IN G THE PRESEN T . TEMP 0 CF OPERAT 100 S IN 
QUAN G NAM WHERE· BO'H SLFS ARE )iu..LY COrlMITTED WITH FJR ST MAR DIV AND. 
THE EX TEN DED POSTURE cF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE NORTH, THE CNLY C CMMAND 

WHICH C QJLD EE C CNSIDERED CAPAB..E CF PROJIDIN G ADDITrOOAL FORCES IS 
THE 101 ST. WHILE IT, To~ IS ACTIVELY CCNDOCTING 
CPERATICNS, I CCNSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOUIiCE FOR A RESEfME FORCE 
A T THE P RESEN T TIM E. TOT AP THE 10 1ST TOM EET THE REQ UI REM EN T OF' A 

SECCND ERIGADE F'CR INTRroUCTIGJ INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOUlD, I 
BELIEVE, (}.I ER- EX TEND II I MAF' BEY CNG THE SAF'ETY MARGIN. THI S, C G1 BINED 

WITH A POSSIELE HIGH PRIORITY,MISSICN UNDERCooSIDFRATIOO )iOR 101S1 
AR ruES F' CR THE ASSIGNMENT (FAN ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III 
MA)i. E.VEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL !iIGADE, HOWEVER, SCME REPOSITICNING CF 

MY PRESEN T j:' OR: ES WILL BE N ECE SSARY WHIC H WILL EN TAIL A CERTAIN 
Dc:au:[ (F RISI~ THE RISK BECCl'lES MORE ACCEPTAaE WITH THE 

Ai UHill un. fY AN AID ITI ON AL BRI DADE. 
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3. I C O I S I D E R THAT A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN STRENGTH IN THE BA 614

KHAM DUC AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATIONTHAT WE MUST APP R OAC H IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THEREM OTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND C O N SEQUEN T L OGISTIC PROBLEMS;THE N CERT AINLY OF THE EN EMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; AND OF THE THINNINGOF MY F ORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBL IN G A FORCE OF THE SIZER EQUIRES F OR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSIN G THE FEASI BIL ITY OF THE
OPERATION, WITHIN THE F RAME WORK OF THESE RESER/ ATIONS, I HAVEC DISIDERED THE ARI OUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AN F ORESEE INSURM OUNT5-
A BLE PR OBLEM.

A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICU T BUTNOM RE SO TH AN THE ENTIRE
PLATEAUFRM II CTZ TO THE DM Z, WHERE WE OPERATE AS A MATTER OF
R OUTINE.

B ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURIN G THE C MING M ON THS IS PREDICTEDT 0 IMPED E OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I D O N EXPECT WEATHER TO BE ASERIOUS LIMIT IN G FACT OR.
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS F SUPP ORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BE

CHALLEN GIN G, BUT N OT TO THE DE GREE THAT LOGISITICS BEC OMES A
DISQUALIF Y IN FACTR.

D. BECAUSE OUR IN TELL IGENCE OF THE TARGET AR EA IS SKETC HY, THE OPER-
ATI SH OULD BE IN ITIATED WITH A REC ONNAISSANCE EFF ORT OF SEVERAL
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDIN G UP ON WHAT THE REC ON REVEALED.
THE EFF OR T WOLD C ONCEN TRATE ALL OR GAN IC RESOURCES. I WOLL D ALSO RELY
HEAV ILY ON THE DELTA F ORC E AND C ON PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOUR
C OT I N I E E ASSTANCE IN KEEPIN G DEL TA F ORCE WITH US. I C ONSI DER THE
DELIA F ORCE AND PRIORITY CCN PATROL SUPP OR I A KEY ELEMENT IN THE
FEASI BILITY OF THE CONCEPT.
E. F R OM THE ST ANDP OIN OF TR OOP AVAILABILITY, I EST IMATE THAT
THIS OPERATI ON AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ON E FROM
AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS REC N N A ISSANC E
HAS PROGRESSED FAR EN OU GH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OFTHE CTUAL SITUATION. C N SIDER IN G THE PRESENT TEMP 0 OF OPERATIONS IN
QUAN G NAM WHERE. BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH ST MAR DIV AND
THE EX TEN DED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE N ORTH, THE ONLY COMMAND
WHICH C OULD BE C N SIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDIN G ADDITIONAL ORC E IS

THE 101 ST. WHILE IT, 00, IS ACTIVELY C aND UCT IN G
OPERATI ONS, I C O N SIDER IT THE OST LIKELY SOURCE F OR A RESERVE F ORC E
AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 10 1ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A

SEC ON D BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INT 0 THE OBJEC TIVE AREA WOULD, I
BELIEVE, OVER- EXTEND III MAF BEY ONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, C 01 BINED

WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRI ORITY MISSION UN DER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST
AR GUES F OR THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITONAL BRID AGE SLICE TO III
MAF. EVEN WITH AN AD DITIONAL R I GADE HOWEVER, SOME REP OSITI ON IN G OF
MY PRESENT F ORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BEC OMES M ORE ACCEP TABLE WITH THE
SSINE OF A N ADD ITIONAL BRIDADE.
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TOP SEC RET EYES CNLY FINAL SECTION. (Ji TWO 
F. I EEL I Ell E ARV N' PAR TIC IPA TI eN IN THE OPERAT ION IS BOTH F EAS! m. E 

AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS (]'IJ C<Jt1BINED OPERATICNS AND 
C 00 TIN UE TO HELP AB! N PICK UP A pR OGRESSIVEL Y GREAT ER SHARE Or 
THE L Q\D. PASED CN PAST EXPER IENCE, I WOULD EXPEC T LTGEN 
LAM TOCrnTRlBUl'E AT LEAST CNE BATTALIGJ TO THE CPERATI<W, 
HOPEFULLY M eRE. THE PRECISE SIZE, H()JEVER, OF THE ~VN,CCJrlMI1MENT, 
I SAM A TTER WH IC H I \1} OJ LD NEG 01 ATE WITH L T GEN LAM A T A LAT E R ' 
DAT E, TAK 1N G IN TO ACC OUNT ALS 0 THE INCR EASED REQ UI REM ENT I' OR T R 0 OPS 
ELSEWHERE IN IC TZ AS I' OhCES ARE DEPLOYE D TO THE KHAM Dlt AREA'; 
4. EECA USE WE NEED TO KNOiJ MeRE ABClIT THE SITUATI CN IN THE K HIlJ'tJ 
DuC AREA, THE PACE, SCOPE AND ffiIENTATICN CF THE MAJffi CCMBAT 
EFF 0 RT WOULD DEPEND aJ a.R IN IT IAL CCNCERTED RECOONAISSANCE PHASE. 
I' OR THIS REASClIJ, AVAILABILITY (J' PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN 
THE TIMING. I f£LIEVE THAT THE DELTA F CRCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH 

FR f)M CASS PA'1K TO IN IT lATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM Due AREA CN 1 
MAY. THE F AC ILIT IES CF SE.V ERAL SI lES ARE BEIN G ANAL YZED 
IN DEl' An.. TO SELECT ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR C a..OCATI(}J <F 

BOTH THE DELTA F CRCES AND C CN M OBl. E LAUNCH TEAM. C ONSID ERIN'G THE 
RECCNNAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTffi DETER'1INING WHETHER 
CR NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERATlrn, I,WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING 
PERIOD IN aJLD TELL THE ST ORY. ASSUM IN G TH'AT THE C CN CENT RAT ED REG (}J 

Eft FORT DEV E:L <P ED HARD AN D EX PL orr A a. E INT ELLI GEN CE, A BOO T 1 JUNE 
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 ~T TALlON ASSAULT. ~JITH EN GINEERS, I:RTY 
AND SEJW ICE SUPPORT ELEl'lENTS INTO THE OLD K HAM DUC BASE AREA TO 
ESTABLISH AN I' OB AND C CN DUCT SECURITY' OPERATI CNS IN ITS IMMEDIATE 
V ICIN ITY. I ANTIC IPA TE THAT ABaJT TWO WEEKS 

W CULD EE REQ uI RED TO MAKE K Hu.1 DUC A FUNCT I CNS I' OB CAPA BLE ()i' SlJ!­
P ORTIN GAT OTAL (F 6 INF' ANT RY BATHL I ()J S, 3 PR IT BAT TAL I eN S, AN D 
APPRCFR IAT E SUPP ORT ELEMEN TS. I WOlL D THEN IN! ROOOCE THE 
ADDITCN AL C oYlBAT ELEMENTS (]i' ANOTHER BRIGWE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER­
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPEND IN G UPCN THE DEVELOFMENT CF 
THE SITUATIrn. WE COULD CO\lQ WE THE OPERATICN AT THIS JmCTURE, BUT 

I WOULD ffi OPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A,FOlR BAT1ALHN ATTACK FRCM 
KHAM DUC, N ORfHEAST, ASTR IDE THE S'ONG CA lENT ER IN G BA 11 FRCM THE WES 

• T 
crnc URRENTULY, 1 WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED 

ATTACK 00 FA 112 rRQrI THE EAST WITH AT LEAST Q\JE REGIMENT. THIS 
PHASE CF THE OPERATION \<JOULDCQ\JCLUDE IN MID-SEPTEMBER. 
5. IN SUMMfJRY, I CO\lSIDERA PREEMPTIVE OPERATIQIJ IN THE BA 
614/KHAM DUC AREA BOTH DESIRAElE AND FEASIBLE, ASSlMINGDELTA 
FOReE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSICJ.JMENT OF AN 
AD DITI (}J AL BRI GADE WI TH ITS N OOMA L SUPP ORT. WIT H NO RADICAL 
SHIFT IN CtR RENT TACT ICAL TREN OS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE K 
OPERATICN 00 1 MAY~ I HAVE DISCUSSED THE ffiOPOSED OPERATICN IN DETAIL 
~JITH CHMtLIE (ETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PR<POSED C(]'IJCEPT AND OPERATlll1J 
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATlVELY APPROJEDF'OR A..ANNING. I WOlLD 

!E PLEASED TO DISCUSS THIS PRCPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A 
.;nT _ e 'T A T 1M Ii: AID PLACE cF Y CUR CH DICE. ' 

••• ' ! , I!! !llIll= 
,'.~ 
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TOPSECRET EYES ON LY F IN AL SECTION OF TWO
F. I BELIEVE ARV N PAR TIC IPA TI IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBE
AND NECESSARY, TO KE EP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND

C ONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PR OGRESSIVELY GREAT ER SHARE OF
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LTGEN
LAM TOC ON TRI BUT AT LEAST ON E BATTAL I O TO THE OPERATION,
H OPEF ULLY M RE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOVEVER, OF THE AR V N COMMITMENT,
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGOLATE WITH LIGEN LAM AT A LAT ER
DATE, TAK IN G INTO ACC OUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS
ELSEWHERE IN IC TZ AS F ORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA.
4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KNOW M ORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE K HAM
DUC AREA, THE PACE, SC OPE AND ORIENTATION OF THE MAJ OR C CM BAT
EFF 0 RT WOULD DEPEND ON OUR IN I IAL CONCERTED ISSANC E PHASE.
F OR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN
THE TIMING I BELIEVETHAT THE DELITA F ORCE S C OULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH
FROM CASS PARK TO IN IT I A TE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM D UC AREA ON 1

MAY. THE FACILIT IES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED
IN DET AIL TO SEL EC ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLE F OR C a OCATI ON OF
BOTH THE DELTA FORCES AND C CN M OBL E LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE

AISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINC IPAL FACT OR DETERMINING WHETHER
OR N OT TO EXPAND THE OPERATION I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING
PERI OD WOULD TELL THE ST OR Y. ASSUM IN G THAT THE C ONCENT RAT ED REC ON

EF ORT DEVELOPED HARD AND XPL OIT ABLE INTTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1. JUNE
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 BAT TALION ASSAULT. WITH EN GINEERS, ARTY
AND SERV : SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD K HAM DUC BA SE AREA TO
ESTABLISH AN F OB AND C ON DUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY. I ANTIC IPA TE THAT ABOUT TWO WEEKS
WOULD BE REQUIRED T MAKE K HAM DUC A FUNCTIONS F OB CAPABLE OF SUP-

P OR TIN G A TOTAL OF 6 INFANT RY BATTALIONS, 3 AR TY BAT TALIONS, AND
APP R OPR IAT E SUPP OR T ELEMENTS I WOUL D THEN INT RODUCE THE
DDITON AL C OMBAT ELEMENTS OF AN OTHER BRIGADE. R IF WOULD BE ACCELER-
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPEND IN G UP ON THE DEVELOMENT OF
THE SITUATION. WE COULD CON L UD I THE OPERATION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT
I WOULD PR OP OSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A, FOUR BATTALION ATTACK F R OM
KHAM DUC, N ORT HEAST, ASTRIDE T HE SONG CAI ENT ERING BA 11 FROM THE WES
T

C ONC URRENT ULY, I WOULD TASK THE ST AR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED
ATTACK ON BA 112 FROM THE EAST WITH AT LEAST ON E REGIMENT. THIS
PHASE OF THE OPERATION WOULD C ON C L UDE IN MID-SEPTEMBER.
5. IN SUMMARY, I C OV SI DER A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN THE BA
614/KHAM DUC AREA BOTH DESIRAB E AND FEASIBLE, ASSIMING DELTA
F ORC E AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AN D THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN
ADDITIONAL BRI GADE WITH ITS N ORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL
SHIFT IN CURRENT TACT ICAL TREN DS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE K
OPERATIC ON 1 MAY. I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PR OPOSED OPERATION IN DETAILWITH CHARLIE GET TYS, AND HOLD HIS PRQ OSED C ONC EPT AND OPERATION
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED F OR FL ANNING. I WOUL D

BE PLEASED T0 DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A
A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE.

771
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FROM DATE

CG 111 MAF 16 APR 69
SERIAL #

COPY# 2 OF 3 COPIES RECO161242Z APR 69
SUBJECT

DATE SIONAT URE MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

Hand4/11
DATE SIGNATURE

S/S COPY 1-2-3 OF 3 COPIES

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT
SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD

SECRET

LIMDIS
HAS BEEN SENT

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

PTTSZYUW RHHMAFA2253 1061242-SSSS--RUHHMFA.
ZUY SSSSS
P1 161242Z APR 69
MICC III MAF
TO RUHMFA/CG FMFPAC
BE
SECRET/ LIMDIS if M CE
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES REPORT (U)
As CG FMEPAC 0201167 NOV 68
to (U) EXCEPT AS NOTED IN PARA 2. BELOW, SUBORDINATE
COMMAND'S REPORTED NO INCIDENTS WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF REF A.
2. (S) AN ANTI-MILITARY MIMEOGRAPHED NEWSPAPER QUOTING THE
"ALLY". THE "VIETNAM GITS AND SIMILAR PUBLICATIONS HAS APPEARED
IN THE MAG 16/DANANG EAST AREA. PAPER APPEARS TO BE UNDER
JOINT ARMY-MARINE CORPS SPONSORSHIP BY PERSONS UNKNOWN NO
EFFECT APPARENT ON U. S. PERSONNEL. NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE
SERVICE CURRENTLY INVESTIGATING REPORTS WILL BE SUBMITTED
AS FURTHER INFORMATION IS DEVELOPED.
Go-s
BT
2253

MARINE CORRO EYES ONLY

LIMOIS
HAS BEEN SENT

SECRET32111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY OF COPIES
# 36
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•. HEAOOtATERS • 
m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

_SlIT mMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68) 

OPERATION COOE I fROM IOATE 
)Co- ORIGINATOR CG III MAF 18 APR 69 r 
A-ACTION /COGNIZANCE 
C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 1 .. _ ... 1.1 .ti; / "un I nuL. DATE 
I - IN F')RMATION 180202Z APR 69 \our w ;(. OF (P S - SI i"'ATURE COPIt:S REC 'j 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

IIJITIAL :_"1 
IN OUT FOR MGEN JONES 

CJt REMARKS 

~ ~ DCG :::=r:::- Ig JI .... ..- '-~ ~T DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AN,) 
DCG AIR - '\ BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WiTH N 

~ CIS .1-;; \/J 7DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/OISPQ:;;-

_D~~ 
: ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

loe/s PLAN 
--- -

I SIS ~ III I J1i' \.fit. I .. ORIG - G-4 
G·I I"'" f 

G-2 REL- CG 
G-~ 

G-4 £.I.. 'S c:;. ~'V 
G-5 
G-6 

FOR CAP! 

AD" :JJ" .. 
CORps -

EMB/TRANS 

ENIR 

Ha~~<! ! 

IN~ 

liAS MTO BEEN SENT OP ANAL 
.. _- -- ---------

ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 

_t.£~~ 
~O 

sac 

~ 

~ SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 
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HEADQU TERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET III MAF FORM 5213 (REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE FROM DATE

*- ORIGINATOR
18 APR 69CG 111 MAFA- ACTION / COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION

2 OF 6 COPIES RECO
1- INFORMATION

180202Z APR 69SIGNATURE COPY#
DATE SUBJECT

ROUTE SECTION CODE IIJI TIAL
FOR MGEN JONESOUTIN

C6 REMARKS

y19Apr
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITH N
J8C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET
DC/S PLAN

9/24/18IS/S ORIG I G-4G-1

G-2 REL- CG
G-3

HASCHPYG-4
G-5
G-6

FOR

CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP

HAS BEEN SENT
MTO

OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO
sac

SECRET

#37
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• CCN 060 OUT FILE: 860 s 
I'IIOM DATE 

CG III MAF 18 APR 6Q 
_RIAL_ 

OOPY_:< 01' (p 180202Z APR 69 COPId -=0 

.,eNAT .... 
I-"'ECT 

OATE FOR MGEN JONES 

. rJ,11~ •• c::' 1--.1. .f) ~ 
17 ( .L .~ ... DATI ... NATURE 

/' 
.. 

sis COpy 2.3.4 OF 6 COPIES 
COpy t; or: 6 ~IF~ 

COpy 6 OF 6 COPIES 

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE 
EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET CCN: 060 OUT FILE: 060
FROM DATE

CG 111 MAF 18 APR 69
SERIAL#

COPY# 2 of 6180202Z APR 69 COPIES RECO
SUBJECT

DATE SIONATURE FOR MGEN JONES

HEHaml.
4/18

DATE SIGNATURE

S/S COPY 2,3,4 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES
COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE
EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD
SECRET

#37

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ECRET

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA2483 (030202-SSSS--RUMHVPA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 180202Z APR 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMHVPA/CG THIRD MARDIV
BT
SECRET
FOR MGEN JONES FR LIGEN NICKERSON
ORDNANCE EQUIPMENT DEADLINE (U)
i. (S) SINCE MY RETURN TO VIETNAM I HAVE NOTED WITH SOME
CONCERN THE DEADLINE RATE OF ORD NANCE EQUIPMENT IN THE THIRD
MARDIV. SOME OF THIS DEADLINE CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO HORS OVER
WHICH YOU HAVE NO CONTROL OTHER THAN TO INSURE TIMELY REPAIR
PARTS REQUISITIONING AND FOLLOW-UPS. HOWEVER IN SOME CASES
I SEE WHAT I BELIEVE TO BE AN EXCESSIVE AMOUNT OF EQUIPMENT
ON NORM DEADLINE. FOR EXAMPLE: ON 10APR69, THE THIRD MARDIV
REPORTED 16 M48A3 TANKS DEADLINED OF WHICH 11 WERE NORM: FIVE
M67A2 FLAME TANKS DEADLINED, FOUR OF WHICH WERE NORM: 40
LVTPSAI'S DEADLINED OF WHICH 38 WERE NORM: AND OF THE THREE
M51 RETRIEVERS DEADLINED, TWO WERE NORM.
2. (U) I REALIZE THAT YOU HAVE JUST ASSUMED COMMAND AND
HAVE HAD LITTLE OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE A GOOD LOOK AT THE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 2483 SECRET
SITUATION: HOWEVER, I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR GIVING THIS MATTER
YOUR EARLY ATTENTION. THE RESOURCES OF THIS HQ AND FORLOGCED
ARE AVAILABLE SHOULD YOU DESIRE ASSISTANCE.
BEST REGARDS.
GP-4
BT

COPY 2 OF 6 SECRET111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPIES
37
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•. HEAooA-rERS..­
m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

..... -~-----..... ac.-+---..... --+--~iI.ooI 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS­
,,.. ON THIS ROUTE SHlET, 

~--~~--~--~--~~~-P----~ 

MEMORANDUM 
FOR: C/Sf~-

pC6~~ 

~ t:;./S ~. 

DECLASSIFIED 

TIAL 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQU RTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

DENTIAL
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
* ORIGINATOR 08 111 MMF 18 APR 69A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC - COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1,21- INFORMATION

1806172S - SIGNATURE COPY OF COPIES RECO
DATE SUBJECT

SECTIONROUTE INITIALCODE
IN OUT KILL RATIOS

CG REMARKS

y
19

Apr
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE s&c WITHIN

C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

MY4/19IS/S
G-1

G-2
G-3

STAFF SECRETARYG-4
G-5

III MAF
G-6

4119
CAP
ADJ

MEMORANDUMCORDS
EMB/TRANS

FOR: C/SENGR
H&S CO

DC6 directed routing
INSP

MTO

to C/S only.

OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS

SUPPLY
LEGAL

R&4
PMO

mor Hank-
sac

DAIA

FIDENTIAL

#38
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I' ~ Nr I 'n Ii: III T • A L 

16tH YOUWDALE DEPUTY CG SENDS FOR MGEN ZA IS AND MGtl GETTYS 
' .. , 1(11.L R AT lOS 

1. TItE FOLLOWiNG l11ST ASM DIVISION AND AMERICAL. DIVISIONS FRIE.tiL.t' 

I _0 ENEMY RAT t OS ARE REPORTED AS REQUESTED I 
.. 1fJ 1ST AS N AfIlER I CAL I) I V 
'JR EN RAT.O fR EN RATIO 

I'· 1,4 3~ 1 to 21.6 JU1.. 68 40 781 1 TO 1'.5 
,; 583 1 TO 1,0.6 AUG 6S 65 138~ 1 TO 21.~ 

\

" 1a, 268 1 TO 22.3 SEP 68 84 12'4 1 TO 1!;'4 
9 397 1 TO 44. 1 OCT 68 38 "S5 1 TO 18 

t, l\ 212 1 TO 8.2 NOV ,oS 30 115' 1 TO 35.3 
I 11 221 1 TO 22.1 DEC 66 32 '1146 1 TO 35.8 
t 16 1'6 lTO 12.2 JAN 69 71 10e 1 1 TO 14. 1 
t . ~ . 12$ , 1 TO 6. " FEB 69 74 1251 1 TO 11 
1\" 1(7"" 1 TO 4.2 PUR 69 10' 1212 1 TO 11.6 

THRU 13 
\ 28 83 1 TO 2.9 APR 69 14 278 1 TO 19.6 

1 

214 26'2 1 TO 10.8 : 553 li1197 , TO 18.2 
a ENJOY YOUR DR INt<CltARLIE. WARM REGARDS TO YOU BOTH. 
GP-" 
1!1 

'1. 

. I 

I 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

$80 AMERICAL DIV
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL
NGEN YOUNGDALE DEPUTY CG SENDS FOR MGEN ZAIS AND MGEN GETTYS

KILL RATIOS
1. THE FOLLOWING 101ST AB N DIVISION AND AMERICAL DIVISIONS FRIENDLY

AND ENEMY RATIOS ARE REPORTED AS REQUESTED:
AMERICAL DIV101ST AB N

RATIOENFRRATIOENR
1 TO 19.57811 TO 21.6 JUL 68 4030514

1 TO 21.31384651 TO 10.6 AUG 685835
1 TO 15.4841 TO 22.3 SEP 68 1294268E
1 TO 18685381 TO 44.1 OCT 683979
1 TO 35.330 10591 TO 8.2 NOV 6833 272
1 TO 35.81 14 6321 TO 22.1 DEC 68221TO
1 TO 14.110011 TO 12.2 JAN 69 7119616
1 TO 1712571 TO 6.4 FEB 69 7412820
1 TO 11.612 121 TO 4.2 MAR 69 10519947

THRU 13
1 TO 19.8278141 TO 2.9 APR 698328
1 TO 18.2100975531 TO 10.8214 2652

3 ENJOY YOUR DRINK CHARLIE. WARM REGARDS TO YOU BOTH.
GP-4
187

CONFIDENTIAL

ANNN

HASBEENSENT
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m MARINE AMPHtBIOUS FORCE 

lIt .AF FORM 521S (REV 3-68) 

vnP'CA IIVI'! COOE I FROM DATE 
~ ORIGINATOR CG II I MAF 18 APR 69 
A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE 

iCbrDIA .If; /I..VN I nuL DATE C - COM WENT I RECOMMENDATION 1 ,2,3 I-INF')RMATION 1815002 4 COP:~ REC) s - SI ;~ATURE I COP'f 'it OF 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE , IIJITIAL ISUB.lECl 

IN OUl 

CG REMARKS 
DCG (THIS DOCU"ENT IS UNDER CONTROL AN, 

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac W:TrlIN 
C/S 7 DAYS_ PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/01SPOS-

PC/S \ITIOH ON THIS ROUTE SHEET, 

loc/s PLAN 

S/,S " 
G~I 

~y".'-7U:7I.J~ G-2 

G-! 

G-4 5],11..., 13-5 
G-6 

CAP 

ADJ 
, CORDS 

~MB/TRANS 

ENOR 
Has CO 

f7/# I ~ ?lOll ~ if' fJf'IZ-.~ INSP 

MTa ~ pC: ~~---A"Ef- -u I 

OP ANAL 

ORO 
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-PS-Y OPS . 
-SUPPLY " 

[.£GAL I 

PMO 
-sac 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE FROM DATE* ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAF 18 APR 69A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL / CONTROL DATEC -COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1,2,31- INFORMATION 181500Z 4S - SIGNATURE COPY# OF COPIES REC)

SUBJECTDATEROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL
IN OUT

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-
DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET

DC/S PLAN
S/S

copy sity

A2
TUSIS

G-1
G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO

Gy #
in ROK-15APR 69

INSP

Invident file( Imertizations)
MTO

OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL

PMO
sac

39
SECRET
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m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

.- . ~ "'-.= :..' _..L-_ mMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68) 

OPERATION COOE F1tOM . IDA1£ 
)t- ORIGINATOR _CO H. "", 1. APR ., 
A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIAL.-' CONTROL DATE 1,' •• I-INF)RMATION "'WZ • S - SIGI'>ATURE iCOP'f'" OF COPiS:S REC j 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

I IIJITIAL 
SUB.!£CT 

IN OUT -
CG RE"AR~ 

DeG (THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AN D 
DCG AIR· I MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac W:Tt-iIN 

CIS 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/OISF0S-
DC/S .ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

DC/S PLAN 

SIS 
G..!..I 

I G-2 
~ G-3 

i G-4 
G-5 
6-6 

CAP 

AOJ 
; CORDS 

~MB/TRANS 

ENGR 

Has CO 

INSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL. 

ORO 

PSY OPS . 
SUPPLY 

(.EGA!. 

PMO 

sac 
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.' SECRET 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE FROM DATE

* ORIGINATOR co 111 MAF 18 APR 69A-ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION

1,2,3INFORMATION 181562-SIGNATURE COPY # OF COPIES REC
SUBJECTDATEROUTE SECTION INITIALCODE

IN OUT

2CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPUS-
DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.

DC/S PLAN
S/S
G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H a s co

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL

PMO
sac

SECRET
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ft CG I. I I "AI' 
TO COMUSi'llACV 
ZEM ..,.. -" ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

SE C RET EYES ONLY FOR MAJGEN TOwtJSEND F'ROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
p, YOUR HI2J442Z APR 69 
a AX CONSUL D NG 11113121Z APR 69 
1. INFORMATION QUOTED IN REF B WAS PASSED PREMATURELY AND NOT 

mMPLETELY FACTUAL. 
;( 2. AN I NCIDENTDID OCCUR ON 15 APRIL NEAR PHUOC MY VILLAGE 
~ (BT 1!o2511) INVOLVING ROKS AND VIETNAMESE. US 'MAR INES AND US 

~MY TROOPS wERE ALSO INVOLVED. 

~ 
EXACT CIRCUI~STANCESOF THE INCIDENT HAVE NOT YET BEEN SORTED­
AND A JOINT BOARD HAS BEEN CONVENED TO DETERMINE WHAT 

Hi. PENED AND TO FIX RESPONSIBILITY. THIS BOARD IS COMPOSED OF 
A v IE:TNA['lESE 01'1'1 CER, A ROK MAR I NE 01'1'1 CER AND A US MAR I NE 
~FICER. THE SENIOR MEMBER IS THE us MARINE/ THE PRECEPT WAS 
SIGNED JOINTLY BY LTGEN LAM, BGEN LEE A~ID ~1YSELF ON 16 APRIL 
1969. 
4. ON THE 15TH OF APRIL' A ROAD SwEEP WAS BEl MG CONDUCTED ON 
ifE ,. A!1ERICAN FORCES Cf1ARINE AND ARMY) wERE MOVING NORTH AND 
FOl{ FORCES wiTH us rrlARINES wERE ~10VliilG SOUTH/ IN THE VICINITY 
(j' PHUOC MY, ROK MAR INES HALTED. TIiE ROKS CLAlit1i THAT THE REASON 
TIiEY HALTED WAS I, NCOt~ I NG SN IPER FIRE FRON THE V I LLAGE. THE 
~ETNAMESE SUPPOSEDLY PROFESS NO KNOWLEDGE OF' SNIPER FIRE. 
~IPER FIR~ SUPPOSEDLY HAS BEEN VERIFIED BY us MARINES WITH THE 
R)]{S~ THE ROKS THEN PROCEEDED INTO A MINEFIELD AND 5 ROKS AND 
2 US MAR I NES WERE wOUNDED BY AN EXPLOD I NG M I :~E. THE v t;£TNAMESE 

Cl.Alf!l THEY WARNED THE ROKS OF THE MI~EFIELD. THE ROKS DENY THIS 
IND SAY THEY COULD NOT HAVE ENTERED THE MINEFIELD IF THEY WERE 
S) WARNED. . 
5. SUBSE@UENT EVENTS ARE EVEN MORE CLOUDED AND CAN ONLY 8E 

a.EARLY DETERMINED THROUGH THE INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED. 
THE ROKS [)1AY OR lYlAY NOT HAVE SHOT uP THE VILLAGE. THE ROl{S DENY 

, /TKAT THEY DID AND NOTHI NG HAS BEEN DETERM I NED TO DATE TO PROVE 
-,\lHAT THEY DID. R-OKS SUPPOSEDLY DID ASK FOR AND RECEIVE CLEAR­

: (9 ~CE TO FIRE MORTARS IN V ICINJTY OF V ILLAGE. TWO OR MORE OF 
'.:::-:tHE • MORTARS ~ED IN THE VILLAGE CAUSING CASUALTIES 
: IJV .. P',. .... . ID. HOWEVER' ALL GFTMi .4B'OIJ.' ~:-ISSO fRAGMENTARY 

1M) COITlhlH CT~Y THAT I A RELUCT Af'41 TO fa IViE CREDENCE TO 
.• H)I$ BY E,fTHER THE ROI(S OR v n:TNAtI!,ESll AT nos P'f1"HITiI!I.:'~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 181500Z ZYH
M CG 111 MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM

EYES ONLY FOR MAJGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
YOUR 180442Z APR 69A

a AX CONSUL DNG 171130Z APR 69
1. INFORMATION QUOTED IN REF B WAS PASSED PREMATURELY AND NOT
COMPLETELY FACTUAL.
2. AN INCIDENT DID OCCUR ON 15 APRIL NEAR PHUOC MY VILLAGE
(BT 102511) INVOLVING ROKS AND VIETNAMESE. US MARINES AND US
ARMY TR00PS WERE ALSO INVOLVED.
3. EXACT CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE INCIDENT HAVE NOT YET BEEN SORTED
00 AND A JOINT BOARD HAS BEEN CONVENED TO DETERMINE WHAT
HAPPENED AND TO FIX RESPONSIBILITY. THIS BOARD IS COMPOSED OF
AVIETNAMESE OFFICER, A ROK MARINE OFFICER AND A US MARINE
OFFICER. THE SENIOR MEMBER IS THE US MARINE/ THE PRECEPT WAS
SIGNED JOINTLY BY LTGEN LAM, BGEN LEE AND MYSELF ON 16 APRIL
1969.
4. ON THE 15TH OF APRIL A ROAD SWEEP WAS BEING CONDUCTED ON
RTE 1. AMERICAN FORCES (MARINE AND ARMY) WERE MOVING NORTH AND
ROK FORCES WITH US MARINES WERE MOVING SOUTH/ IN THE VICINITY
OF PHUOC MY, ROK MARINES HALTED. THE ROKS CLAIM THAT THE REASON
THEY HALTED WAS INCOMING SNIPER FIRE FROM THE VILLAGE. THE
VIETNAMESE SUPPOSEDLY PROFESS NO KNOWLEDGE OF SNIPER FIRE.
SNIPER FIRE SUPPOSEDLY HAS BEEN VERIFIED BY US MARINES WITH THE
FOKS. THE ROKS THEN PROCEEDED INTO A MINEFIELD AND 5 ROKS AND
2 US MARINES WERE WOUNDED BY AN EXPLODING MINE. THE VIETNAMESE
CAIM THEY WARNED THE ROKS OF THE MINEFIELD. THE ROKS DENY THIS
AND SAY THEY COULD NOT HAVE ENTERED THE MINEFIELD IF THEY WERE
90 WARNED.
5. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS ARE EVEN MORE CLOUDED AND CAN ONLY BE
CERRY DETERMINED THROUGH THE INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED.
THE ROKS MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE SHOT UP THE VILLAGE. THE ROKS DENY
THAT THEY DID AND NOTHING HAS BEEN DETERMINED TO DATE TO PROVE
THAT THEY DID. ROKS SUPPOSEDLY DID ASK FOR AND RECEIVE CLEAR-
ANCE TO FIRE MORTARS IN VICINITY OF VILLAGE. TWO OR MORE OF
THESE MORTARS MAY HAVE LANDED IN THE VILLAGE CAUSING CASUALTIES

PROBABLY DID. HOWEVER ALL OF THE ABOVE IS SO FRAGMENTARY
AND CONTRADICTORY THAT I AM RELUCTANT TO GIVE CREDENCE TO
ALEGAT IONS BY EITHER THE ROKS OR VIETNAMESE AT THIS POINT

DECLASSIFIED
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• 

-~ --- ---:---, 

6. THE' lie IDE IT IffASifW\JG HI TO MY ATTENT ION D UR I NG THE EVEN I fiG ! 
cr 15 .APR IL. I IMMEDIATELY DISPATCHED h1Y CHIEF Oli STAFF TO t1EET 
WITH BGEN LEE IN HOI AN. BGEN LEE WAS QUITE CONCERNED WITH THE 
INCIDENT AND HE OPENj..Y DISCUSSED BOTH SIDES OF THE ISSUE AS HE 

,Lfl{iJ~ AT ~T IME. HE WAS NOT AT ' ALL VAGUE WITH MY CH IEF OF 
~~AFF Af~EAD IL'~REED TO THE CONDUCT OF ,A JO I NT INVEST IGAT ION. 

I[ POINTED OUT THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE THAT THE INVESTIGATION 
~ HEADED BY A US MARINE BECAUSE OF THE EMOTION EXISTING IN THE 
R)K A ND V IETNAMESE CAMPS A ND THAT A NYO NE V'~HO IS RESPO NS IB LE 
~OULD BE PUNISHED. 
7. THE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING AND I WiLL KEEP YOUSADVISED. 
8. I AM CO NCER NED WiTH THE CO NTE NTS OF T HE, I N I TI AL REPORT TO 

THE EMBASSY., I HAVE PREVIOUSLY ISSUED IN'STRUCTIONS THAT I AM 
SCERT I ~ 'EVERY EFFORT TO SUPPORT THE ROKS AND TO MAKE SURE THEY 
~E A FJJ'LL PARTNER IN I C~RPS -- THAT ANY BREACH OF FAITH WILL 
m: ON THEIR PART AND NOT M·INE --AND THAT I AM THE ONLY AMERICAN 
IN THIS CORPS ZONE wHO SHOULD SPEAK WORDS OF CONDEMNATION. THE 
IDNTENTS OF REF B DO NOT SUPPORT MY GUIDANCE. SUT THAT IS MY 

)ROBLEM AND I wiLL TAKE CARE OF IT. #= 31 (:1,J 
iM,R~l REGARDS. . 
G>-4 
580 

N-l NN 

,J1q{,:i. ) 
DECLASSIFIED 

6. THE INCIDENT WAS BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION DURING THE EVENING
OF 15 APRIL. I IMMEDIATELY DISPATCHED MY CHIEF OF STAFF TO MEET
WITH BGE N LEE IN HOI AN. BGEN LEE WAS QUITE CONCERNED WITH THE
INCIDENT AND HE OPENLY DISCUSSED BOTH SIDES OF THE ISSUE AS HE

NEW IT AT THE TIME. HE WAS NOT AT ALL VAGUE WITH MY CHIEF OF
TAFF AND READILY GREED TO THE CONDUCT OF A JOINT INVESTIGATION.
HE POINTED OUT THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE THAT THE INVESTIGATION
E HEADED BY A US MARINE BECAUSE OF THE EMOTION EXISTING IN THE
ROK AND VIETNAMESE CAMPS AND THAT ANYONE WHO IS RESPONSIBLE
SHOULD BE PUNISHED.
7. THE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING AND I WILL KEEP YOUSADVISED.
8. I AM CONCERNED WITH THE CONTENTS OF THE INITIAL REPORT TO
THE EMBASSY. I HAVE PREVIOUSLY ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS THAT I AM
EXERTING EVERY EFFORT TO SUPPORT THE ROKS AND TO MAKE SURE THEY
ARE A FULL PARTNER IN I CORPS -- THAT ANY BREACH OF FAITH WILL
E ON THEIR PART AND NOT MINE -- AND THAT I AM THE ONLY AMERICAN
IN THIS CORPS ZONE WHO SHOULD SPEAK WORDS OF CONDEMNATION. THE
CONTENTS OF REF B DO NOT SUPPORT MY GUIDANCE. BUT THAT IS MY

#39(2)PROBLEM AND I WILL TAKE CARE OF IT.

WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
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SECRET 
SPECAl EXCLUSIVE FOR II!GEN GETTYS FROM LrGEN'NICKERSON 
BATAHGAfI RESETTLEII!ENT AREA (U) 
1. (5) AS YOU ARE AWARE I All! PARTICULARLY CONCERNED THAT WE TAKE 
ADEQUATE MEASURES TO ENSURE PROPER TREATMENT AND SECURITY 
FOR THE CIVILIANS RESETTLED IN ,THE BATANGAN PENINSULA. ONCE 
HAVING MADE THE DECISION TO II!OVE THEM BACK INTO THE AREA -IN A 
SENSE A MOD,EL AREA--IT BEHOOVES US NOW TO DEMONSTRATE TO ALL 
cONCERNED', FRIENDLY ANDVC ALIKE, THAT WE REALLY MEAN BUSINESS 
BY DEED AS WELL AS WORD. THE VC CANNOT BE PERMITTED TO INTIMI­
DATE THE PEOPLE IN THE RESETTLEI'IENT AREA NOR CAN WE STAND 
STILL FOR LESS THAN ADEQUATE LIVING CONDITIONS IN THE AREA. 

, cERTAINL Y TRESE PEOPLE SHOULD BE ACCORDED ALL THEY ARE 
ENTITLED TO UNDER THE DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THEY 
FIND THEMSELVES. " 
2. (S) I HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF THE RECENT SECURITY MEASURES YOU 
HAVE TAKEN IN COORDINATION WITH GENERAL TOAN WHICH I ENTHUS­
IASTICALLY ENDORSE~WE MUST 'INVEST WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO 
ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THIS VENTURE ON A CONTINUING BASIS. WE 
CANNOT FAIL. I KNOW YOU SHARE MY VIEWS ON THIS IMPORTANT 
PROJECT AND I LOOl( TO YOU TO BRING TOGETHER ALL THE AGENCIES 
INVOLVED IN MAKING THIS AFFAIR A SUCCESSFUL AND GOING CONCERN. 
MY ,STAFF STANDS READY TO ASSISTIYOU AT ANY TIME. WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 
2 eJeJ 
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TO CG AMERICAL DIVISION CHL RVN
ZEM
SECRET
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN GETTYS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
BATANGAN RESETTLEMENT AREA (U)
1. (S) AS YOU ARE AWARE I AM PARTICULARLY CONCERNED THAT WE TAKE
ADEQUATE MEASURES TO ENSURE PROPER TREATMENT AND SECURITY
FOR THE CIVILIANS RESETTLED IN THE BATANGA N PENINSULA. ONCE
HAVING MADE THE DECISION TO MOVE THEM BACK INTO THE AREA -IN A
SENSE A MODEL AREA--IT BEHOOVES US NOW TO DEMONSTRATE TO ALL
CONCERNED, FRIENDLY AND VC ALIKE, THAT WE REALLY MEAN BUSINESS
BY DEED AS WELL AS WORD. THE VC CANNOT BE PERMITTED TO INTIMI-
DATE THE PEOPLE IN THE RESEITLEMENT AREA NOR CAN WE STAND
STILL FOR LESS THAN ADEQUATE LIVING CONDITIONS IN THE AREA.
CERTAINLY THESE PEOPLE SHOULD BE ACCORDED ALL THEY ARE
ENTITLED TO UNDER THE DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THEY
FIND THEMSELVES.
2. (S) I HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF THE RECENT SECURITY MEASURES YOU
HAVE TAKEN IN COORDINATION WITH GENERAL TOAN WHICH I ENTHUS-
IASTICALLY ENDORSE. WE MUST INVEST WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO
ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THIS VENTURE ON A CONTINUING BASIS. WE
CANNOT FAIL. I KNOW YOU SHARE MY VIEWS ON THIS IMPORTANT
PROJECT AND I LOOK TO YOU TO BRING TOGETHER ALL THE AGENCIES
INVOLVED IN MAKING THIS AFFAIR A SUCCESSFUL AND GOING CONCERN.
MY STAFF STANDS READY TO ASSIST YOU AT ANY TIME. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
200
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ZEM ,~ "3' ~, 
T 0 p"''S E C REI SECIION ONE OF TWO 
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON' 
1. THE FOLLOWl!;JG MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 
QUOTE 
o 042339Z 
I'M CG I II MAl' 
TO COMUS~lACV 
~M . \ 
TOP SEC RET EYES ONL~ SECTION ONE OF TWO 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
A. MAC 4006 ~O 291213Z MAR69 I 

1. THIS ~~SPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE 
CREATED FOR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDICTION OF IHE ASHAU VALLEY, 
ArW RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE-EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE 
ENEMY-S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY 
YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILTY AND 
POSSIBLE TlMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDlHGLY, IHE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS 
CONVEY MY VIEWS. 
2. AT THE OUTSET, 1 BELIEVE SUCH AW EFrORT 15 DtSIRABLE. I SHARE 
YOUR INTEREST IN THE W~STERN QUA~G TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL 
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECE~I LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN 
WESTERN QUANG 1ftl A~D THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK 
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIJ)ILITY OF 
THE TERRAl~ AROUND BA 614 AND KHAM DUC MAK~ THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS­
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODuCED 
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOIO 
RECCE SORTIES INTO THAI AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED 
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICA~CE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES 
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS A~D RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS 
INTO A~D AROUND KHAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE.HWEAIHER, 
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO 
GIVE THE AREA, SI~CE OTHER SOURCES INDICAIERISING ENEMY ACTIVITY. 
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS FLOWN DURI~G MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS 
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND ZC 0112. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS 
A ROAD 
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. 'SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11, 17, 
27, AND 29 MARCH W~RE FILLED THE FOLLOWI~G DAY. LAST YEAR A 
GROUND RECON TEAM IWSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER 
FIRE A~D ONE IhSERIED AT ZC 015095' ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO 
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IiIl VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I 
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOtE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT 
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBlAIr} A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE 
ENEMY IS ACTUALLY DOI~G, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAJ H~ HAS IN THE WAY 
&If F IUii) SUPPLIES Iill THE TARGET AREA. ONC.E THIS IS TiRI!U 

III IWV&:ST THE NECESSARY FQIC,[ TO D.1$TauPT 
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P 210645Z
FM CC III MAF
TO ce FMFPAC
ZEM
T 0 P S E C R E T SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
QUOTE
0 042339Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
T 0 P S E C R E T EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
A. MAC 4006 EO 291213Z MAR69
1. THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE POINTING OUT THE PROBLEMS WE HAVE
CREATED FOR THE ENEMY BY OUR INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU VALLEY,
AND RAISING THE QUESTION OF A POSSIBLE PRE-EMPTIVE MOVE AGAINST THE
ENEMY'S SOUTHERN LOC IN THE BA 614 AND KHAM DUC REGIONS. SPECIFICALLY
YOU ASKED FOR MY VIEWS REGARDING THE DESIRABILITY, FEASIBILITY AND
POSSIBLE TIMING OF SUCH A MOVE. ACCORDINGLY, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS
CONVEY MY VIEWS.
2. AT THE OUTSET, I BELIEVE SUCH AN EFFORT IS DESIRABLE. I SHARE
YOUR INTEREST IN THE WESTERN QUANG TIN AREA AS A LIKELY LOGISTICAL
ALTERNATIVE. HIS RECENT LOSSES AND FUTURE DIM PROSPECTS ENEMY IN
WESTERN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN APPEAR LIKELY TO DRIVE HIM TO SEEK
OTHER ROUTES AS YOU SUGGEST. THE DIFFICULITY AND INACCESSIBILITY OF
THE TERRAIN AROUND BA 614 AND KHAM DUC MAKE THAT A MOST LIKELY PROS-
PECT FOR HIM. RECENT RECON EFFORTS IN THAT REGION, HOWEVER, PRODUCED
MIXED RESULTS. SINCE 1 FEBRUARY I HAVE PROGRAMMED FORTY PHOTO
RECCE SORTIES INTO THAT AREA. THAT PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALED
LITTLE OF SIGNIFICANCE, SLAR MISSIONS HAVE NOT PRODUCES
SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AND RECENT PHOTOS INDICATE THAT THE ROADS
INTO AND AROUND KHAM DUC ARE NOT TRAFFICABLE. HWEATHER,
HOWEVER, HAS IMPEDED THE DETAILED SURVEILLANCE I WOULD HAVE LIKED TO
GIVE THE AREA, SINCE OTHER SOURCES INDICATE RISING ENEMY ACTIVITY.
TWO INFRARED DETECTOR MISSIONS FLOWN DURING MARCH REPORTED NUMEROUS
EMISSIONS IN THE OF BA 614 AND ZC 0112. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY REVEALS
A ROAD
BRANCHING OFF ROUTE 966. SUCCESSFUL TACAIR ROADCUTS ON 11, 17,
27, AND 29 MARCH WERE FILLED THE FOLLOWING DAY. LAST YEAR A
GROUND RECON TEAM INSERTED AT ZC 001166 ON 20 SEP WAS EXTRACTED UNDER
FIRE AND ONE INSERTED AT ZC 015095 ON 23 OCT WAS ABORTED DUE TO
HEAVY GROUND FIRE. IN VIEW OF THESE AND SIMILAR INDICATORS I
CONSIDER THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO DEVOTE TO THE AREA, SUFFICIENT
EFFORT NECESSARY TO OBTAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE
ENEMY IS ACTUALLY DOING, WHERE HE IS, AND WHAT HE HAS IN THE WAY
OF FORCES AND SUPPLIES IN THE TARGET AREA. ONCE THIS IS DETERMINED

TO INVEST THE NECESSARY FORCE TO DISTRUPT THE
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3. 1 CCUtiHD,ER t)f,A,TA PllliEtFTIVE OPEiATHU. U. st,UNGHL IN THE BA 6141 
11lIAlit Due AftE·A IS· "AcSIJ.lE. I T1HHK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATIOft 
THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE 
REMotENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS; 
THE UNCERTAINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE;HAND OF THE THINNING 
OF MY FORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE 
REQUIRES FOR THIS OPERATION. I[~ ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE 
OPERATIOtJ, WITHIl~ THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVE 
CONSIDERED T~E VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AhD FORESE~ NO INSURMOUNT-
;A-ilSl.E~PI{9E?~EM-! .. ~;...,',,,;,,._, .. ~_. > .• -___ - ".~ ____ ,""'".; -.0" .. ,~.--~-.-.-~~-~---' ~-.---",---...-
A. THE TERRAl~ IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE 
PLATEAU FROM II CIZ 10 IH~ DMZ, WHERi WE OPERATE AS A MATTER OF 
ROUTINE. . 
B. ALTHOUGH THE W~ATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS PREDICTED ' 
TO IMPEDE OPERATI01~S SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT wEAIHER TO BE A 
SERIOUS LIMITING FACTOR. 
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF TH~ OPERATION wILL BE 

- CHALLENGING, BUI NOT 10 IHE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A 
DISQUALIFYING FAcTOR. ' . . 
D. BECAUSE OUR HlTELLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AREA IS SKETcHY, THE OPER­
ATION SHOULD BE HHTIATED 'WITH A RECONNAISSAl~CE EFFORT OF SEvERAL 
WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDI~G UPON WHAT THE REC9~ REVEALED. 
THE EFFORT WOULD CO~CENTRATE ALL ORGA~IC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY 
HEAVILY ON THE DELTA FORCE AND cCN PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOuR 
CONTINUED ASSTANCE I~ KEEPING DELTA FORCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THE 
DELTA FORCE AND PRIQRITY cCN PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELEMEiH IN THE· 
FEASIBILITY OF THE CO~CEPT. 
£. FROM THE STA~DPOINT OF TROOP AVAILABILITY, I EST~MATE THAT 
THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM 
AMiRICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE 
HAS PROGReSSED FAR F!:1~OUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKli: A HARD APPRAISAL OF 
Ih~ ACTUAL ~ITUATIO~. COWSIDERING THE PRESE~T TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN 
QUAl_G l~AM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COf'lMITTED WITH FIRST MAR Dlv AND 
THE EXTE~DED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE NORTH, TH~ nNLY COMMAND 
WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORcES IS 
THE 101S1. WHILE IT, TOO, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING 
OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE filOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE fORCE 

, AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101 ST TO Ml!:l!:T THE REQUIREII1ENT OF A 
SECOWD BRIGADE FOR I~TRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIV~ AREA WQULD, I 
BELIEVE, OVER-EXTEI~D 11 I MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGI N. THIS, COMBIfIJED i 

WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSIO~ UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST 
ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF A~ ADDIIONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III 

, J. 

,J".. 

flJAF. l::vEN WITH Mi ADDITIOfliAL BRIGADE, HOWEVER, SONE REPOSITIONING OF 
MY PRESE~r FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL E~TAIL A CERTAIN 
DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE 
ASSIGNEMTN OF AN ADDITIO~AL BRIDADE. 
900 

S6EENSENI 
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3. I CONSIDER THAT A PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN STRENGTM IN THE BA 614/

KNAM DUC AREA IS FEASIBLE. I THINK, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS AN OPERATION

THAT WE MUST APPROACH IN A DELIBERATE FASHION, IN VIEW OF THE

REMOTENESS OF THE TARGET AREA AND CONSEQUENT LOGISTIC PROBLEMS;
THE UNCERTAINLY OF THE ENEMY'S CAPABILITY THERE; HAND OF THE THINNING
OF MY FORCES THAT WILL BE CAUSED BY ASSEMBLING A FORCE OF THE SIZE

REQUIRES FOR THIS OPERATION. IN ASSESSING THE FEASIBILITY OF THE

OPERATION, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THESE RESERVATIONS, I HAVE
CONSIDERED THE VARIOUS OPERATIONAL FACTORS AND FORESEE NO INSURMOUNT-
ABLE PROBLEM.
A. THE TERRAIN IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT BUT NO MORE SO THAN THE ENTIRE

PLATEAU FROM II CTZ TO THE DMZ, WHERE WE OPERATE AS A MATTER OF

ROUTINE.
B. ALTHOUGH THE WEATHER DURING THE COMING MONTHS IS PREDICTED
TO IMPEDE OPERATIONS SOMEWHAT, I DO NOT EXPECT WEATHER TO BE A

SERIOUS LIMITING FACTOR.
C. THE LOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION WILL BE

CHALLENGING, BUT NOT TO THE DEGREE THAT LOGISITICS BECOMES A

DISQUALIFYING FACTOR.
D. BECAUSE OUR INTELLIGENCE OF THE TARGET AREA IS SKETCHY, THE OPER-
ATION SHOULD BE INITIATED WITH A RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT OF SEVERAL

WEEKS, THE PRECISE TIME DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE RECON REVEALED.
THE EFFORT WOULD CONCENTRATE ALL ORGANIC RESOURCES. I WOULD ALSO RELY

HEAVILY ON THE DELTA FORCE AND CCN PATROLS. WE WOULD REQUIRE YOUR

CONTINUED ASSTANCE IN KEEPING DELTA FORCE WITH US. I CONSIDER THE

DELIA FORCE AND PRIORITY CCN PATROL SUPPORT A KEY ELEMENT IN THE
FEASIBILITY OF THE CONCEPT.
E. FROM THE STANDPOINT OF TROOP AVAILABILITY, I ESTIMATE THAT
THIS OPERATION AT ITS PEAK PHASE WILL REQUIRE TWO BRIGADES, ONE FROM

AMERICAL WHICH CHARLIE GETTYS WILL INTRODUCE WHEN HIS RECONNAISSANCE

HAS PROGRESSED FAR ENOUGH TO PERMIT HIM TO MAKE A HARD APPRAISAL OF
THE ACTUAL SITUATION. CONSIDERING THE PRESENT TEMPO OF OPERATIONS IN

QUANG NAM WHERE BOTH SLFS ARE FULLY COMMITTED WITH FIRST MAR DIV AND

THE EXTENDED POSTURE OF THIRD MAR DIV IN THE NORTH, THE ONLY COMMAND

WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FORCES IS

THE 101ST. WHILE IT, TOO, IS ACTIVELY CONDUCTING

OPERATIONS, I CONSIDER IT THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE FOR A RESERVE FORCE

AT THE PRESENT TIME. TO TAP THE 101ST TO MEET THE REQUIREMENT OF A

SECOND BRIGADE FOR INTRODUCTION INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA WOULD, I

BELIEVE, OVER-EXTEND III MAF BEYONG THE SAFETY MARGIN. THIS, COMBINED
WITH A POSSIBLE HIGH PRIORITY MISSION UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 101ST

ARGUES FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF Aiv ADDITONAL BRIDAGE SLICE TO III
MAF. EVEN WITH AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE, HOWEVER, SOME REPOSITIONING OF

MY PRESENT FORCES WILL BE NECESSARY WHICH WILL ENTAIL A CERTAIN

DEGREE OF RISK. THE RISK BECOMES MORE ACCEPTABLE WITH THE

ASSIGNEMIN OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIDADE.
900
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TOP SEC REI FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
FOR LTGE~ BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON 
1. THE FOLLOWI(~G MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR lNFOR[YJATION. 
o 1342339Z 
FM CG III MAF 
TO COMUS[YlACV 
ZEM 
TOP S ~ CRt I EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
F. I BELIEVEARV~ PARIICIP~TION IN THE OPERATIDN IS BOTH FEASIBLE 
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND 
CONTINUE TO HELP ARV~ PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF 
THE LOAD. BASED O~ PAST EXPERIE~CE, I WOULD EXPECT LTGEN 
LAM TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST O~E BATTALION TO THE OPERATION, 
HOpEFULLY MORE~ THE PRiCISE SIZt, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT, 
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD ~EGOIATE ~ITH LTGEN LAM AT A LATER 
DATE, TAKI~G INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS 
ELSEWHERE I~ ICTZ AS. FORCES ARE DEPLO~ED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA. 
4. BECAUSE WE NEED 10 KhOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM 
DUC ARt:A, THE PACE, SCOPE Ai~D ORI~NTATION OF' THE ~1AJOR COMBAT 
EFFORT WOULD DEPE~D O~ OUR I~ITIAL CONCER1~D RECONNAISSANcE PHASE. 
FOR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA fORCES IS A KEY IN 
THE TIMIwG. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH 
FROM CASS PARK TO I~ITIATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA ON 1 
MAY. THE FACILITIES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE Bt.ING IHJAL YZED 
I~ DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLi FOR COLOCATION OF 
BOTH THE DiLTA FORCES AND CCN MOBILE LAU~CH TiAM. CONSIDERING THE 
RECON~AISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER 
~ NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERArI01~, I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING ' 
PERIOD WOULD TELL TH~ SIORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON 
.EFFORT DEVELOPED HARD AlIJD EXPLOIT ABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE 
1 WOULD I~ITIATE A3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY 
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEM[~IS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC BASE AREA TO 
ESTABLIS~ AN FOB AND CONDUCT S~CURITY OPERATIONS I~ ITS IMMEDIATE 
VICINITY. I ANTICIPATE THAI ABOUT TWO WEEKS 
WOULD BE REQUIRED Te MAKE KHA~l DUC A FUNCTIONS FOB CAPABLE OF' SUP­
pbRTING A TOTAL OF 6 INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTALIONS, AND 
APPROPR lATE: SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN' INTRODUCE THE 
A.DDITOlvAL cor1BAT ELEMENTS OF AivOTHER .BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER­
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE SITUATION. WE COULD CONCLUDE THE OPERAIIO~ AI T~IS JUNCTURE, BUT 
I WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM ~ 
KHAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAl ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE wEST.·~ 
CONCURRE1HULY, I WOULD tASK THE 181 MAR DI V TO L filCH· cOORDINATED 

,nUH! IKE EAST WI,t.ld AT LEAST 0 
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P 2156452
FN C@ III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
T OPSECRET FINAL SECTION OF TWO
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
0 042339Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
TOPSECRET EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO
F. I BELIEVE ARVN PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATION IS BOTH FEASIBLE
AND NECESSARY, TO KEEP THE EMPHASIS ON COMBINED OPERATIONS AND
CONTINUE TO HELP ARVN PICK UP A PROGRESSIVELY GREATER SHARE OF
THE LOAD. BASED ON PAST EXPERIENCE, I WOULD EXPECT LIGEN
LAM TO CONTRIBUTE AT LEAST ONE BATTALION TO THE OPERATION,
HOPEFULLY MORE. THE PRECISE SIZE, HOWEVER, OF THE ARVN COMMITMENT,
IS A MATTER WHICH I WOULD NEGOIATE WITH LIGEN LAM AT A LATER
DATE, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO THE INCREASED REQUIREMENT FOR TROOPS
ELSEWHERE IN ICTZ AS FORCES ARE DEPLOYED TO THE KHAM DUC AREA.
4. BECAUSE WE NEED TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE SITUATION IN THE KHAM
DUC AREA, THE PACE, SCOPE AND ORIENTATION OF THE MAJOR COMBAT
EFFORT WOULD DEPEND ON OUR INITIAL CONCERTED RECONNAISSANCE PHASE.
FOR THIS REASON, AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT DELTA FORCES IS A KEY IN
THE TIMING. I BELIEVE THAT THE DELTA FORCES COULD BE SHIFTED SOUTH
FROM CASS PARK TO INITIATE THEIR OPERATIONS IN KAM DUC AREA ON 1

MAY. THE FACILITIES OF SEVERAL SITES ARE BEING ANALYZED
IN DETAIL TO SELECT ONE WHICH WOULD BE SUITABLE FOR COLOCATION OF
BOTH THE DELTA FORCES AND CCN MOBILE LAUNCH TEAM. CONSIDERING THE
RECONWAISSANCE EFFORT AS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR DETERMINING WHETHER
OR NOT TO EXPAND THE OPERATION, I WOULD JUDGE A 30 DAY OPERATING
PERIOD WOULD TELL THE STORY. ASSUMING THAT THE CONCENTRATED RECON
EFFORT DEVELOPED HARD AND EXPLOITABLE INTELLIGENCE, ABOUT 1 JUNE
I WOULD INITIATE A 3 BATTALION ASSAULT. WITH ENGINEERS, ARTY
AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS INTO THE OLD KHAM DUC BASE AREA TO
ESTABLISH AN FOB AND CONDUCT SECURITY OPERATIONS IN ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY. I ANTICIPATE THAT ABOUT TWO WEEKS
WOULD BE REQUIRED TO MAKE KHAM DUC A FUNCTIONS FOB CAPABLE OF SUP-
PORTING A TOTAL OF 6 INFANTRY BATTALIONS, 3 ARTY BATTALIONS, AND
APPROPRIATE SUPPORT ELEMENTS. I WOULD THEN INTRODUCE THE
ADDITONAL COMBAT ELEMENTS OF ANOTHER BRIGADE. RIF WOULD BE ACCELER-
ATED, LASTING AS LONG AS 60 DAYS, DEPENDING UPON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE SITUATION. WE COULD CONCLUDE THE OPERATION AT THIS JUNCTURE, BUT
I WOULD PROPOSE INSTEAD TO LAUNCH A FOUR BATTALION ATTACK FROM
KHAM DUC, NORTHEAST, ASTRIDE THE SONG CAI ENTERING BA 11 FROM THE WEST.
CONCURRENTULY, I WOULD TASK THE 1ST MAR DIV TO LAUNCH A COORDINATED

112 FROM THE EAST WITH AT LEAST ONE REGIMENT. INIS
D CONCLUDE
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~.--HI SUMMA"'Y, I GU1i/;:).1.Ul:.n H nu:.l!.I'U'llVt. vt'i!.I'a.HTcfiii-rlv-rHEtJ:1,l---
51.t/lfd,Alliltdl(! ARiA aon" DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLE, ASStH'IlNG DELTA 
FORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIOAITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN 
ADDITIO~AL BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL 
SHIFT IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PR~PARED TO INITIATE THE 
OPERATIOtJ Ol~ 1 MAY. I HAVl!: DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPl!:RAIION IN DETAIL 
WITH CHARLIE GETTYS, A~D HOLD HIS'PROPOSED qONCEPT A~D OPERATION . 
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLA~NING. I ~OULD 
BE PLEASED TO DISIUSS IHIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESEiliT A 
BRIl!:FING AT A TIME A,VD PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE. 
UNQUOTE 
2. (5) GEN ABRAMS VISiTED IeTZ 'ON 14 APR- 59. WHILE AT HQ 
III MAF,. CO['lUSMACV RECEIVED A JOINT III t'lAr - AME.RICAL DIV 

. BRI!::FH'IGON THE PROPOSED OPERATION Il~ WESTERN QUANG TIN 
PROVINCE. AMERICAL DIV PRESE~TED A FOUR PHASE OPERATION, 
FOLLOWING THE CONCEPT DISCUSSED Hi PARA 1. PHASE r IS 
RECON~AISSA~CE BY CCN AND PROJECT DELTA. PHASE II IS A 
ONE BRIGADE OPERATION AROUND KHAM DUC AND PHASE III 
EXPANDS THE OPERATION TO THE SOUTH, USING A TWO BRIGADE 
FORCE. PHASE IV PROVIDES-FOR OPERATIONS FROM SOUTH AND 
EAST BY AMERICAL DIV AND 1 ST MARDIV ALOi~G AIIJD INTO BA 112. 
GEN ABRA£1S APPROVKED PHASE I TO BEGIN APPROXIMATELY 1 MAY 
AND PROJECT DELTA HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE. 
A COMPREHE~SlVE EXAMINATION OF THIS RECONPHASE WILL BE 
NADE PRIOR, TO THE COMMITTMENT OF f1AJOR FORCES IN PHASE II. 
3. (U) I SHALL KEEP YOU INFORMED.' . 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURI~GDOTY HOURS. 

GP-l 
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, 
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5. IN SUMMARY, I CONSIDER H PREEMPTIVE OPERATION IN THE BA
614/XHAM DUC AREA BOTH DESIRABLE AND FEASIBLE, ASSUMING DELIA
FORCE AVAILABILITY, PRIORITY CCN SUPPORT, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN
ADDITIONAL BRIGADE WITH ITS NORMAL SUPPORT. WITH NO RADICAL
SHIFT IN CURRENT TACTICAL TRENDS, WE ARE PREPARED TO INITIATE THE
OPERATION ON 1 MAY. I HAVE DISCUSSED THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN DETAIL
WITH CHARLIE GETTYS, AND HOLD HIS PROPOSED CONCEPT AND OPERATION
PLAN, WHICH I HAVE TENTATIVELY APPROVED FOR PLANNING. I WOULD
BE PLEASED TO DISIUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH YOU OR PRESENT A

BRIEFING AT A TIME AND PLACE OF YOUR CHOICE.
UNQUOTE
2. (S) GEN ABRAMS VISITED ICTZ ON 14 APR 69. WHILE AT HQ
III MAF, COMUSMACV RECEIVED A JOINT III MAF - AMERICAL DIV
BRIEFING ON THE PROPOSED OPERATION IN WESTERN QUANG TIN
PROVINCE. AMERICAL DIV PRESENTED A FOUR PHASE OPERATION,
FOLLOWING THE CONCEPT DISCUSSED IN PARA 1. PHASE I IS
RECONWAISSANCE BY CCN AND PROJECT DELIA. PHASE II IS A
ONE BRIGADE OPERATION AROUND KHAM DUC AND PHASE III
EXPANDS THE OPERATION TO THE SOUTH, USING A TWO BRIGADE
FORCE. PHASE IV PROVIDES FOR OPERATIONS FROM SOUTH AND
EAST BY AMERICAL DIV AND 1ST MARDIV ALONG AND INTO BA 112.
GEN ABRAMS APPROVKED PHASE I TO BEGIN APPROXIMATELY 1 MAY
AND PROJECT DELTA HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE.
A COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION OF THIS RECON PHASE WILL BE
MADE PRIOR TO THE COMMITTMENT OF MAJOR FORCES IN PHASE II.
3. (U) I SHALL KEEP YOU INFORMED.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS.

GP-1
900
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LIGEN Ho NICKERSO N, JRo , CG III MAF

BGEN We Ka BENNETT, DC/S, PLANS, 111 MAF
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'UNCLAS FORLTGe:N CrlAii: FROM L.IGii:N NICKli:rlSON. .'. 

·f~ ON-THE OCCAS IvN Oi )(OUI1 uiPARl't!Ri-fROM VIETNAM AND () N 

SEiiAI..FO' ALL fREE WORl.D FuRC.ES INlii£ iCIZ, Pl.-EASE ACCEPT 

.M'tHEARTfELT APPRECIATIOtd FOR lfYiJR UNSi:.LFISH AND DE:DKCA"l'€D '.' . 
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EF~EC.IIV£cJi'ORCi.lN·ARMsn{lq
 II l~ TODAV. YOUi' li~SPlRING ," 

LEADERSHIP CONrRIBur~D GREATLY TO IHE MANY SUCCESSES WE AroO' 
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. OFT Ht: .RJ::PUbLICOF V lIiIL'iAMo..· . . . ..... ........ .. t . . . 

. 2. I SINCER£L¥ REGRET TliATYOUV'HE.LICuf'TER ACCID&::N1PriECLUDED' 

YOUR.aEING wITH US TODAY. 1 KNOW Af'dtJ APPRIl.CIA !1t>THE DISAPPOIN I"'; . 

. MiNI. YOU MUSl'FEEL.lt\\ NOrgt.lNG ADL.~ Iv ACCOMPLISti )fOUR .. PI..Al\l{~e:D 

FAREWELL VIsiTTO OOR FH.J..DF\)RCl!.£ K~Ri IN lCTZ.. " 
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BT
UNCLAS FOR LIGEN CHAE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

1. ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM AND ON

BEHALF OF ALL FREE WORLD FORCES IN THE ICTZ, PLEASE ACCEPT

MY HEARTFELT APPRECIATION FOR YOUR UNSELFISH AND DEDICATED

SERVICE IN ASSISTING IN MOLDING OUR COMBINED FORCES INTO THE

EFFECTIVE FORCE IN ARMS THAT IT IS TODAY. YOUR INSPIRING

LEADERSHIP CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO THE MANY SUCCESSES WE AND

YOUR SECOND ROK MARINE CORPS BRIGADE HAVE ACHIEVED IN

COMBATTING THE INSURGENT VIET CUNG AND NVA FORCES IN DEFENSE

OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM.

2. I SINCERELY REGRET THAT YOUVHELICUPTER ACCIDENT PRECLUDED

YOUR BEING WITH US TODAY. I KNOW AND APPRECIATE THE DISAPPOINT-

MENT YOU MUST FEEL IN NOT BEING ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH YOUR PLANNED

FAREWELL VISIT TO OUR FIELD FORCES HERE IN ICTZ.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2994 UNCLAS

3. I HUMBLY ACCEPT THE CHUNG MU AWARD OF YOUR COUNTRY. I WILL

WEAR IT PROUDLY AS A BOND OF CUMRAUSHIP- ARMS AND AS A

CONSTANT REMINDER OF THE CONTINUING BATTLE OF FREE MEN AGAINST

COMMUNIST AGGRESSION.
40 I WISH YOU A SPEEDY RECOVERY AND THE VERY BEST IN YOUR NEW

AND CHALLENGING ASSIGNMENT. LIGEN NICKERSON SENDS.

BT
2994
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LTGEN NICKERSO.N SENDS fOR MGEN SIMPSON AND MGEN GETTYS 
OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY 
A. CG III MAf 25130& APR 69 
1. AS YOU ARE AWARE ON 14 APRIL GEN ABRAMS APPROVED PHASE I 
OPERATIONS FOR PIERCE VALLEY WHICH PROVIDES fOR IN COUNTRY 
RECONNAISSANCE IN THE KHAM DUC-BA 614 AREAS; OUT OF COUNTRY 
RECONNAISSANCE 1 N ADJACENT AREA IN LAOS; LOG ISTIC PREPARATIONS 
AND PRELIMINARY ACTIONS BY AMERICAL DIV. COVER AND DECEPTION 
MEASURES WERE ALSO PLA NNED TO COVER PREPARATORY TROOP NOVES 
AND LOGISTICS BUILDUP. 
2. REF A 15 FOR COVER AND DECEPTION PURPOSES ONLY. ACCORDINGLY 

REQUEST o Nt. Y fOLLOW ING ACTIO NS BE IMPLEMENTED TO ADD CHED ENCE 
TO COVER PLA N OUTLINED REf A. 

A. fIRST MARDIV: 
(1) PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHltt3 fOB fOR PROJECT 

DELTA VIC AN HOA COMBAT BASE. 
(2) CONTI HUE RECO N EffORT IN BA 112. 
(3) WITHIN AVAILABLE ASSETS CONDUCT PERIODIC VR fLIGHTS 

Of BA 112 DURING NEXT TWO WEEKS TO INDICATE INCREASED INTEREST 
IN THAT AREA. ' 

B. AIVlER ICA1.. D IV: -_._ 
IMPLEMENT MEASURES OUTLINED PARA 2B REF A AS DEEMED 

APPROPRIATE AND CONSIST,ENT WITH ACTUAL REPEAT ACTUAL OPERATIONS 
PLA NNED fOR THOSE AREAS. 
3. OPORDER GOVERNING ACTUAL EMPLOYMENT Of PROJECT DELTA TO BE 
ISSUED 1 MAY 1969. 
4. I WISH TO RE-EMPHASIZE THAT PROVISIONS Of REf A ARE ONLY. 
F OR COVER A ND DECEPTION PURPOSES" 0 NL Y THOSE TASKS o UTI.. I NED 
HEREIN NEED BE ACCOMPhISHED. AMPLIFYING INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING 
AC,rUAL OPERATIONS TO BE CONDUCTED IN SUBSEQUENT PHASES OF PIERCE 
VALLEY WILL BE ISSUED AT SUCH TIME AS INTELLIGENCE PICTURE 
,N KHA~ DUC/BA 614 AREA IS CLAR IFIED. 
GP-4 
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LTGEN NICKERSON SENDS FOR MGEN SIMPSON AND MGEN GETTYS
OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY
A. CG III MAF 251308Z APR 69
1. AS YOU ARE AWARE ON 14 APRIL GEN ABRAMS APPROVED PHASE I

OPERATIONS FOR PIERCE VALLEY WHICH PROVIDES FOR IN COUNTRY
RECONNAISSANCE IN THE KHAM DUC-BA 614 AREAS; OUT OF COUNTRY
RECONNAISSANCE IN ADJACENT AREA IN LAOS; LOGISTIC PREPARATIONS
AND PRELIMINARY ACTIONS BY AMERICAL DIV. COVER AND DECEPTION
MEASURES WERE ALSO PLANNED TO COVER PREPARATORY TROOP MOVES

AND LOGISTICS BUILDUP.
2. REF A IS FOR COVER AND DECEPTION PURPOSES ONLY. ACCORDINGLY
REQUEST ONLY FOLLOWING ACTIONS BE IMPLEMENTED TO ADD CREDENCE

TO COVER PLAN OUTLINED REF A.
A. FIRST MARDIV:

(1) PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHING FOB FOR PROJECT

DELTA VIC AN HOA COMBAT BASE.
(2) CONTINUE RECON EFFORT IN BA 112.
(3) WITHIN AVAILABLE ASSETS CONDUCT PERIODIC VR FLIGHTS

OF BA 112 DURING NEXT TWO WEEKS TO INDICATE INCREASED INTEREST

IN THAT AREA.
B. AMERICAL DIV:

IMPLEMENT MEASURES OUTLINED PARA 2B REF A AS DEEMED
APPROPRIATE AND CONSISTENT WITH ACTUAL REPEAT ACTUAL OPERATIONS

PLANNED FOR THOSE AREAS.
3. OPORDER GOVERNING ACTUAL EMPLOYMENT OF PROJECT DELTA TO BE

ISSUED 1 MAY 1969.
4. I WISH TO RE-EMPHASIZE THAT PROVISIONS OF REF A ARE ONLY
FOR COVER AND DECEPTION PURPOSES, ONLY THOSE TASKS OUTLINED
HEREIN NEED BE ACCOMPLISHED. AMPLIFYING INSTRUCTIONS CONCER NING

ACTUAL OPERATIONS TO BE CONDUCTED IN SUBSEQUENT PHASES OF PIERCE

VALLEY WILL BE ISSUED AT SUCH TIME AS INTELLIGENCE PICTURE
IN KHAM DUC/BA 614 AREA IS CLARIFIED.
GP-4
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t~M CS ~M:fP~C CO N r '0 E i'~J T I Al~ 
C 0 NF IDE N T I A L 
FOR LTGEN BnSE PROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
t. ON THE 24TH OF' APR, MR. POCOCK, WHO WAS UNTIL RECENTLY THE, 
AUSTRALIAN CHARGE DE AF'FAIRES TO CAMBODIA, VISITED III MAF. MR. 
POCOCK tOLL BE THE HEAD OR ASSISTANT HEAD OF' THE AUSrRALIAPJ 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR INDO.CHINESE AFFAIRS. HE 
IS C,~RENTLY ON A TOl~ OF VIETNAM, HAVING PREVIOUSLY TOURED 
LAOS. ~1E BR IEF"EO HI, M ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE 24TH OF APR IL , 
AND THAT EVENING I HOSTED HIM FOR n INNER. ' 
2. DURING A POST DINNER DISCUSSION HE MADE A NUMBER OF 
INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA_ 
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OFTRE OBSERVATIONS, AS RECALLED BY THOSE 
PRESENT WITHOUT NOTE-TAKING, ARE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS: 

A. SIHANOUK HAS BASED EARLIER POLICY ~ND ACTION ON BE~IEF 
THAT uS ",Outo WITHDRAW IN !)EFEAT PROM SVN IN NEAR FUTURE. 

S. HI S ASSESSMENT HAS PROBABL Y NO\~ CHANGED AND HE FEELS 
US WITHDRAWAL MAY NOT TAKE PLACE FOR SOME TIME. 

C. AS A RESULT, HE IS NOW PREPARED TO !,ORK anT A N 1M. 
PROVEMENT I N RELATIONS wITH US. , 

D. SIHMWUK VIEwS THIS AS PARTICULARLY IMPORTAN,T, AS HE 
DOES NOT WANT TO BE LEFT OUT OF' REGIQNAL SETTLEMENT TALKS 
WHICH ~AY TAKE PLACE IN PARIS, AND BELIEVES THAT US SPONSOR. 
SHIP CAN BE HIS TICKET OF ADMISSION TO,PARIS TALKS. 

E~ HIS BASIC APPRECIATION OF EVENTUAL COMMUNIST TAKEOVER 
IN SVN PROBABLY STILL STANDS, THEREFORE, BASIC REALIGNMENT OF 
HIS POLICY,IS UNLIKELY. 

F. ONE THING HE DOES FEAR IS N, VIETNAMESE, VIRTUAL 
OCCUPATION OF EASTERN PART OF CAMBOD IA. HE DOES NOT wORRY 
ABOUT 'THEM TAKING OVER COUNTRY. 

G. HE IS LIKELY TO VIEW PROVISION OF US AID AS HIS DUE, 
AND IS UNL IKEL Y TO MAKE ANY CONCESSION TO INDUCE OFFERS OR 
AS ",UID PRO QUO FOR AID. 

H. ARMS TRAFFIC TO SUPPORT VC/NVA IS COMING THROUGH THE 
PORT OF SIHANOYKVILLE. ITEMS ARE MOSTLY SMALL-ARMS AND AMMO 
DESTINED FOR THE VC/NVA IN IV AND III CORPS. THERE IS NO CONCRETE 
EVIDENCE THAT SUCH ITEMS t~ERE INTErIDED TO, OR DID, REACH ENEMY 
UNITS AS FAR NORTH AS ICTZ ~ , 

I. THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY ORGANIZED POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION TO SIHANOUK., HE HAS COUNTRY FIRMLY IN HIS CONTROL AND 
HAS NO NEED TO MANEUVER FOR DOMESTI,C POLITICAL GAIN. ,_ c __ _ 

J. PRIME I'1IN-ISrrn ·SEEMS -TO BE -IMPLICATED' IJf we ARMS TRA~E • 
.. S! . ~s "!~:E .. IlT WIn: (SlUR; ITA,LtAII) ISIJf~(i)t"9· 

, C.i • .I1S II GAININS' CI"TI~L.',F "lei l(j)" -, , 
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CONFIDENTIAL
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. ON THE 24TH OF APR, MR. POCOCK, WHO WAS UNTIL RECENTLY THE
AUSTRALIAN CHARGE DE AFFAIRES TO CAMBODIA, VISITED III MAF. MR.
POCOCK WILL BE THE HEAD OR ASSISTANT HEAD OF THE AUSTRALIAN
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR INDO.CHINESE AFFAIRS. HE
IS CURRENTLY ON A TOUR OF VIETNAM, HAVING PREVIOUSLY TOURED
LAOS. WE BRIEFED HI M ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE 24TH OF APRIL,
AND THAT EVENING I HOSTED HIM FOR DINNER.
2. DURING A POST DINNER DISCUSSION HE MADE A NUMBER OF
INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA.
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OF THE OBSERVATIONS, AS RECALLED BY THOSE
PRESENT WITHOUT NOTE-TAKING, ARE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS:

A. SIHANOUK HAS BASED EARLIER POLICY AND ACTION ON BELIEF
THAT US WOULD WITHDRAW IN DEFEAT FROM SVN IN NEAR FUTURE.

B. HIS ASSESSMENT HAS PROBABLY NOW CHANGED AND HE FEELS
WITHDRAWAL MAY NOT TAKE PLACE FOR SOME TIME.US
C. AS A RESULT, HE IS NOW PREPARED TO WORK OUT AN IM-

PROVEMENT IN RELATIONS WITH ns.
D. SIHANO VIEWS THIS AS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT, AS HE

DOES NOT WANT TO BE LEFT OUT OF REGIONAL SETTLEMENT TALKS
WHICH MAY TAKE PLACE IN PARIS, AND BELIEVES THAT 11S SPONSOR-
SHIP CAN BE HIS TICKET OF ADMISSION TO PARIS TALKS.

E. HIS BASIC APPRECIATION OF EVENTUAL COMMUNIST TAKEOVER
IN SVN PROBABLY STILL STANDS, THEREFORE, BASIC REALIGNMENT OF
HIS POLICY IS INLIKELY.

F. ONE THING HE DOES FEAR IS N. VIETNAMESE VIRTUAL
OCCUPATION OF EASTERN PART OF CAMBODIA. HE DOES NOT WORRY
ABOUT THEM TAKING OVER COUNTRY.

G. HE IS LIKELY TO VIEW PROVISION OF US AID AS HIS DUE,
AND IS UNLIKELY TO MAKE ANY CONCESSION TO INDUCE OFFERS OR
AS QUID PRO QUO FOR AID.

H. ARMS TRAFFIC TO SUPPORT VC/NVA IS COMING THROUGH THE
PORT OF SINANOUKVILLE. ITEMS ARE MOSTLY SMALL ARMS AND AMMO
DESTINED FOR THE VC/NVA IN IV AND III CORPS. THERE IS NO CONCRETE
EVIDENCE THAT SUCH ITEMS WERE INTENDED TO, OR DID, REACH ENEMY
UNITS AS FAR NORTH AS ICTZ.

I. THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY ORGANIZED POLITICAL
OPPOSITION TO SIMANOUK. HE HAS COUNTRY FIRMLY IN HIS CONTROL AND
HAS NO NEED TO MANEUVER FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL GAIN.

J. PRIME MINISTER SEEMS TO BE IMPLICATED IN VC ARMS TRADE.
K. SIMANOUK'S PRESENT WIFE (SIXTH; ITALIAN) IS INVOLVED

NUMBER OF COHORTS IN GAINING CONTROL OF MUCN OF
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FOR LTGEN BnSE FROM LTSEN N ICl(ERSON 
t. ON THE ~4TH OF APR, MR. POCOCK, ~\fHO '4AS UNTIL RECENTLY THE 
AUSTRALIAN CHARGE DE AFFAIRES TO CAMBODIA, VISITED III MAF. MR. 
POCOCK WILL BE THE HEAD OR ASSISTANT HEAD OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR INDO.CHINESE AFF·~JRS. HE 
IS CnRRENTLY ON A T0t.JR OF VIETNAM, HAVING PREVIOUSLY TOURED 
LAOS: WE BRIEFED HI.M ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE 24TH OF APRIL, 
AND THAT EVENING I HOSTED HIM FOR DINNER. 
2. DURING A POST DINNER DISCUSSION HE MADE A NUMBER OF 
INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA. 
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OF THE OBSERVATIONS, AS RECALLED BY THOSE 
PRESENT WITHOUT NOTE.T AK INS, ARE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOt4S: 

A. SIHANOUK HAS BASED E~RLIERPOLICY _rID ACTION ON BELIEF 
THAT US ,!OULD WITfIDRAW· IN l)EFEAT FROM SVN IN NEAR FUTURE. 

B.· HIS ASSESSMENT HAS PROBABL Y NO\~ CHANGED A~m HE FEELS 
US WITHDRAWAL MAY NOT TAKE PLACE FOR SOME TIME. 

C~AS A RESULT, HE IS NOW PREPARED TO WORK OUT AN 1M. 
PROVEMENT I N RELATIONS \lJITH US. . 

D. SIHANOUK VIEWS THIS AS PARTICULARLY IMPORTAN.T, AS HE 
DOES NOT WANT to BE LEFT OUT OF REGIONAL SETTLEMENT TALKS 
WHICH MAY TAKE PLACE IN PARIS, AND BELIEVES THAT US SPONSOR. 
SHIP: CAN BE HIS TICKET OF ADMISSION TO.PARIS TALKS. 

E~ HIS BASIC APPRECIATION OF EVENTUAL COMMUNIST TAKEOVER 
IN SVN PROBABLY STILL STANDS, THEREFORE, BASIC REALIGNMENT OF 
HIS POLICY. IS UNLIKELY. 

F. ONE THING HE DOES FEAR IS N, VIETNAMESE VIRTUAL 
OCCUPATION OF EASTERN PART OF CAMBOD IA. HE DOES NOT WORRY 
ABOUT THEM TAK! MG OVER COUNTRY. 

G. HE IS LIl(ELY TO VIEW PROVISION OF US AID AS HIS DUE, 
AND IS UNLIKELY TO MAKE ANY CONCESSION TO INDUCE OFFERS OR 
AS r,\tJID PRO QUO FOR AID. 

H. ARMS TRAFFIC TO SUPPORT VC/NVA IS COMING THROUGH THE 
PORT OF SIHANOYKVILLE. ITEMS ARE MOSTLY SMALL·ARMS AND AMMO 
DESTINED FOR THE VC/NVA IN IV ANn III CORPS. THERE IS NO CONCRETE 
EVIDENCE THAT SUCH ITEMS 1,I1ERE INTENDED TO, OR DID, REACH ENEMY 
UNIT? AS FAR NORTH AS ICTZ ~ . 

1. THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY ORGANIZED POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION TO SIHANOUK •. HE HAS COUNTRY FIRMLY IN HIS CONTROL AND 
HAS NO NEED TO MANEUVER FOR DOMESTI.C POLITICAL GAIN. __ 

J. PR IME MUn.STER -SEEMS ·TO BE IMPLICA lED II 'Ie Aft M/3 DE. 
At.I!II~lIIn;f'1ll" $ I"ftt$:EIT WII'"[ (SIXTH; ITALIAIIJ) ISIltV·1t. \ 

., it a.'I:! S XI (SA IN 1 16i \ C 8)1 TR(gt,6lF lIfItfCI ctr' 
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FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. ON THE 24TH OF APR, MR. POCOCK, WHO WAS UNTIL RECENTLY THE

AUSTRALIAN CHARGE DE AFFAIRES TO CAMBODIA, VISITED III MAF. MR.

POCOCK WILL BE THE HEAD OR ASSISTANT HEAD OF THE AUSTRALIAN
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR INDO. CHINESE AFFAIRS. HE
IS CURRENTLY ON A TOUR OF VIETNAM, HAVING PREVIOUSLY TOURED
LAOS. WE BRIEFED HI M ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE 24TH OF APRIL,
AND THAT EVENING I HOSTED HIM FOR DINNER.
2. DURING A POST DINNER DISCUSSION HE MADE A NUMBER OF
INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA.
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT OF THE OBSERVATIONS, AS RECALLED BY THOSE
PRESENT WITHOUT NOTE-TAKING, ARE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS:

A. SIHANOUK HAS BASED EARLIER POLICY AND ACTION ON BELIEF

THAT us WOULD WITHDRAW IN DEFEAT FROM SVN IN NEAR FUTURE.
B. HIS ASSESSMENT HAS PROBABLY NOW CHANGED AND HE FEELS

US WITHDRAWAL MAY NOT TAKE PLACE FOR SOME TIME.
C. AS A RESULT, HE IS NOW PREPARED TO WORK OUT AN IM.

PROVEMENT IN RELATIONS WITH 11S.

D. SIHANOUK VIEWS THIS AS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT, AS HE
DOES NOT WANT TO BE LEFT OUT OF REGIONAL SETTLEMENT TALKS
WHICH MAY TAKE PLACE IN PARIS, AND BELIEVES THAT ItS SPONSOR -
SHIP CAN BE HIS TICKET OF ADMISSION TO PARIS TALKS.

E. HIS BASIC APPRECIATION OF EVENTUAL COMMINIST TAKEOVER
IN SVN PROBABLY STILL STANDS, THEREFORE, BASIC REALIGNMENT OF
HIS POLICY IS UNLIKELY.

F. ONE THING HE DOES FEAR IS N. VIETNAMESE VIRTUAL
OCCUPATION OF EASTERN PART OF CAMBODIA. HE DOES NOT WORRY
ABOUT THEM TAKING OVER COUNTRY.

G. HE IS LIKELY TO VIEW PROVISION OF US AID AS HIS DUE,
AND IS UNLIKELY TO MAKE ANY CONCESSION TO INDUCE OFFERS OR

AS QUID PRO QUO FOR AID.
H. ARMS TRAFFIC TO SUPPORT VC/NVA IS COMING THROUGH THE

PORT OF SIHANOUKVILLE. ITEMS ARE MOSTLY SMALL ARMS AND AMMO
DESTINED FOR THE VC/NVA IN IV AND III CORPS. THERE IS NO CONCRETE
EVIDENCE THAT SUCH ITEMS WERE INTENDED TO, OR DID, REACH ENEMY

UNITS AS FAR NORTH AS ICTZ.
I. THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY ORGANIZED POLITICAL

OPPOSITION TO SIMANOUK. HE HAS CONNTRY FIRMLY IN HIS CONTROL AND
HAS NO NEED TO MANEUVER FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL GAIN.

J. PRIME MINISTER SEEMS TO BE IMPLICATED IN VC ARMS TRADE.
X. SIMANOUK'S PRESENT WIFE (SIXTH; ITALIAN) IS INVOLVED

OF COHORTS IN GAINING CONTROL OF MyCN OF THE
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~L~~-RE(ATfO'fJS SETWEEN SIFIANOYK' Am> HIS M0TKER ARE NOT -- --I 
CL.t)s;E;, Pi IPJAlY ~IJ!AS.' IS M0Tl'fEFP 5 l) ISLIJ(E 0FfRESEltT WI1!:. 

M. THEft!: IS DIO !'VIElENClE 6F TM!: EXISTENC'~ eF A' 5IGtllU'lCANT 
ORGANIZED COMMuNIST PARTY IN CAI''1BODIA. , 

N. POCOCtPS TRAVEL ~I1ITHIN CAMBODIA \lIAS SEVERELY RESTRICTED, 
PAR 11 CULARL Y IN 'PROVI NCES APJACENT TO SVN; AS REPRESENT AT IVE OF 
AUSTRALIA ALSO REPRESENTING US, HE DARED NOT PRESS THE MATTER TOO 
VIGOOOUSLY DUE TO VIRTUAL CERTAINTY OF BEING DECLARED PERSONA 
NON GRATA. ' 

O. THE US BO\l,lES MISS ION IN EARLY 1968 '''AS EXPECTED TO 
PRODUCE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS, BUT ENDED' AS A GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT 
TO ALt. SUBSEQUENTLY, ONLY ONE OF THE US "PACKAGES" OF EVIDENCE 
"PROVING"'VC/NVA nSE OF CAMBODIAN TERR!TORYSEEMED PERSUASIVE A~m 
CONVI,NCHlG. THIS PACKAGE SEEMED TO "SHAKE~ SIHA~WUK. 

P. IT IS r-R. POCOCK·S Jt.rDGMENT THAT CAMBODIA CANNOT 
, SURVIVIE AS A NATION WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT EXTERNAL SUPPORT AND 

ASSISTANCE ANDIOR AS PART OF A BROADER REGIONAL ARRANGEMENT. 
Q. SIHMWUK tt1AS A CONSUMMATE HOST ,,,HEN HE CHOSE TO BE. 

AT AFFAIRS INVOLVING THE 0 IPLOMATIC COMMUNITY t THE UNUSUAL 
REGIONAL GROUPINGS OF PERSONNEL PERTAINED. SIHANOUK-S DANCE 
BAND PLAYED FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS, AND HE OFTEN ttlOnLD SING EVERY 
SONG FOR AS LONG AS FOUR HOuRS (2200-02 1lI0) • ' . 
3. THESE INFORM~L VIEWS OF MR. POCOCK WERE DISCUSSED QUOTE 
OFF THE RECORD UNQUOTE, AND SHOULD BE CLOSELY HELD. 
G,P-4 
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L. RELATIONS BETWEEN SIHANOUK AND HIS MOTHER ARE NOT
CLOSE: PRIMARY REASON IS MOTHER'S DISLIKE OF PRESENT WIFE.

M. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF THE EXISTENCE OF A SIGNIFICANT
ORGANIZED COMMUNIST PARTY IN CAMBODIA.

N. POCOCK'S TRAVEL WITHIN CAMBOD IA WAS SEVERELY RESTRICTED,
PARTICULARLY IN PROVINCES ADJACENT TO SVN; AS REPRESENTATIVE OF
AUSTRALIA ALSO REPRESENTING US, HE DARED NOT PRESS THE MATTER TOO
VIGOROUSLY DUE TO VIRTUAL CERTAINTY OF BEING DECLARED PERSONANON GRATA.

0. THE US BOWLES MISSION IN EARLY 1968 WAS EXPECTED TO
PRODUCE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS, BUT ENDED AS A GREAT DISA PPOINTMENT
TO ALL. SUBSEQUENTLY, ONLY ONE OF THE US "PACKAGES" OF EVIDENCE
"PROVING" VC/NVA USE OF CAMBODIAN TERRITORY SEEMED PERSUASIVE ANDCONVINCING. THIS PACKAGE SEEMED TO "SHAKE." SIHANOUK.

P. IT IS MR. POCOCK'S JUDGMENT THAT CAMBODIA CANNOT
SURVIVIE AS A NATION WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT EXTERNAL SUPPORT AND
ASSISTANCE AND/OR AS PART OF A BROADER REGIONAL ARRANGEMENT.

n. SIHANOUX WAS A CONSUMMATE HOST WHEN HE CHOSE TO BE.
AI AFFAIRS INVOLVING THE DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY, THE INNISUAL
REGIONAL GROUPINGS OF PERSONNEL PERTAINED. SIHANOUIK'S DANCEBAND PLAYED FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS, AND HE OFTEN WOULD SING EVERY
SONG FOR AS LONG AS FOUR HOURS (2200-0200).
3. THESE INFORMAL VIEWS OF MR. POCOCK WERE DISCUSSED QUOTEOFF THE RECORD UNOUOTE, AND SHOULD BE CLOSELY HELD.
G P-4
769

UNIV. IDENTIAL

2(2)
NNNN

2(2)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.,. ,. - HEAOOUAaERS 
~( ---·m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE' -<"-;. 

CMDJitlAL ;,:;....;:;... '. ~~ ;~ .. -- .----. IC:MA FO F RM !5 216 (REV 613) 3-

OPERATION eOOE FROM , [DATE ~ 
)t- ORIGI NATOR CG [ I'.,:MAF 28 APR 69 1 
A - ACTION I COGNIZ-ANCE 

SERIAL_ I CONTROL 
:1 

C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATTON DATE 
l 

I - I N FO~MATION 
COPY* .. ~ OF (/ S - SIGNATURE 2811302 APR 6~ COPIES flECO_i 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBUECT j 

"",IN OUT FOR VADM ZUMWALT i .... CG till ,.. JIIM " 1441 ~IL_ REMARKS 
'! 
I t .. DCa y , 

-"I~ I--THIS DOCUMENT I.S UNDER CONTROL AND I 
DCG AIR 

_ .. 
"\" MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN I 

-:l- CIS '1"7 ftlw' 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

OCIS .... ..,... ON THIS ROYTE SHEET .• 
. -- -

DC/S PLAN 

~ORIG ... j SIS I 1//29 W1 \).. FEO 
G-! 

0-2 REL - D/CG 
G-3 

G-4 
0-5 
0-6 

FJR CAP 

ADJ 

CORDS 

EMS/TRANS 

ENGR . Has CO 

INSP IIA S OEEN SENT MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSY OPS 1 

SUPPLY I 

t.EGAL 

PMO <, 

sac 

i 

• CONFIDENTIAL 
~- w I 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUAMTERS
of III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
* ORIGINATOR CG 11 I MAF 28 APR 69A - ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC -COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
I INFORMATION

COPY # 2 OF 6 COPIES RECO281130Z APR 69S SIGNATURE
DATE SUBJECT

INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE
FOR VADM ZUMWALIOUTIN

I
AAP 69CG REMARKS

DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHINDCG AIR

2 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-C/S
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN
WIS4/29IS/S ORIG - FEO

G-1
G-2 REL - D/CG
G-3

G-4
G-5

FOR

G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
Has co

HAS BEEN SENT

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO
sac

CONFIDENTIAL

/

DECLASSIFIED



;.~ -­
. ,,~e_FlDEtiTIA'~~ 

, ' 

OIlTE 81lNATUIt! 

,tiJ :J-ct Llt--r:: ~ - 0 '" -c....Itn:1A 
; -" '. 

,.. ..... ,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

fROM 

CC 11'1 trIIA.F 
.RIAL_ 

2811?ill APR liQ 
-..eCT 

FOR VAOM 

- ..... DATE 

sIs COpy 2.'.4- OF 6 COPIf[S 

COPY 5 OF 6 COPIE5 
COpy .6 OF 6; C0PIES 

.. . I DATE , 
·il APR lUi 

COPY. ;( Of 4P OOPIfS REeD 

ZUMWALT 
II.NATURE· 

, . , : ;;, 

, RECORD OF DI'SCLOSURE 
EACH' PERSON 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL CCN: 087 OUT FILE: JLB

DATEFROM
28 APR 69CG III MAF

SERIAL

COPY# 2 OF 6 COPIES RECO2811307 APR 69
SUBJECT

SIGNAT UREDATE FOR VADM ZUMWALT
SIGNATURE

4129

DATE-

s/s COPY 2,3,4 OF 6 COPIES
COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT
SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.HFIDENTIA~ 
J ';- .:J 

. ,to .... 

,~ 

,d' . 

PTTCZY W UHMMAF~3 988 11~j R3~c:>CCCCQ=Rl1MliGKD 0 

ZNY CCCCC ' 
P 28 U3 flJZ APR 1St;) 
FM CG HI MAl=' 
TOR UMUGJ<;O ICOlvWAVFORV . 
S1 
C01\FIDENTIAl. 
FORVAI)~ ZUMhllU.T FROM LTG£N lUCKrRSO~" 
I Cl' Z SMELTER PR OGR AM ~ U) .-
Ao COMWAVFcmV 261 HJ4Z APR 69 eU) , .8 

10 ,I HIT€RPR£Y PAR 4 9 GUOIE DEfERR Al OF: ,R~QUE~ FOR CONI! NGE NCY 
FU\IJ'DS FOR REGUIRFr1ENl S OF PAR 5B UF' RE4 A U~(itiOTED THAT. THESE 
FUNDS tJOULD BE RF.QUESTED UPON REctI?!' uF,' STUDY DUE Itl1 MAYo 
SUBJECl' 'fO 1M!!: ABOVE I CONCUR W I1J{ I 1'(1:: 'MESSAGE 0 

GP= li .. ~ .. 
Br" .,. I 

3988 
. -

111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COpy ~F~COPIES 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

PTTCZY UV RHMMAFA3988 110113 0- CCCC--RUMHGGD
ZNY CCCCC
P 2811302 APR 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMUGKD /COMNAVFORV
BT
C N F I DENTIAL
FOR VADM ZUMWALI FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ICTZ SHELTER PR OGRAM (U)
Ao COMNAVFORV 2611042 APR 59 (U)
10 I INTERPRET PAR 40 GUOTE DEFERRAL OF REQUEST FOR CONTINGENCY
FUNDS FOR REQUIREMENTS OF PAR 5B UF REA A UNGUOTE, THAT THESE
FUNDS WOULD BE REQUESTED UPON RECEIPT OF, STUDY DUE 10 MAY.
SUBJECT TO THE ABOVE I CONCUR WITH THE MESSAGE
GP-4
BT
3 988

2.6 CONFIDENTIALOF COPIESCOPY111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68)
# 3

DECLASSIFIED



e 
-~ . 

.~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. 4t HEADQUAilERS ...a 

.r MARINE AMPHIm'OUS FO~-

UNCLASSIFIED """' .I?!on InllT r: II f:. nl-4 mMAF FORM 521SCREV 3-68) 

OPERATION CODE FROM IDATE 
X- ORIGINATOR CG III MAF 29 APR 69 
A- ACTION ICOGN IZANCE 
C-COMMENT IRECOMMENOATlON SER IAL#/CONTROL DATE 
1- I NFORMAT ION 

", ..... ne",,,1') , ADD kO IcoPV# '=S OF b COPIES RECD S-SIGNATURE 

SECTION 
DATE INITIAL 

SUBJECT 
ROUTE CODE 

IN OUT .C'f\1.) I "~~1\1 RlI~r: 

CG REMARKS ¥-OR DCG ~~~ ,) j ~ DCG AIR ';~, . \" ~ 

CIS OR IG: S/8' 
DCIS REL: CG 

DelS OM 

liAS BEEN SIS SE~r , I" i 
G-I 
G-2 

G-3 
G-4 
G-5 

G-6 

ADJ 

CAP 

CHAP , 

COMP 
CORDS 

DENT 

~RANS 
, ENGR 

FOODS 
!-las CO 

INSP 
ISO 

LEGAL 

MTO 

MED 

OPANAL 

ORO 

PMO 

r-- POSTAL 

PROTO 
PSYOPS 

REPRO 

SPL SERV 

SUPPLY 

sac 

~ , -- ~a FCmADDITI22. 
J ( l-Jt ~ -, 
~ II ,,-

~ , l ./ 

e 
" 

SEE INd RUCTIONS ON m: n::n~t:. ~ 

UNCLASSIFIE~7 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUAR ERS
MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED IIIMAF FORM 526(REV3-68)CCN1089/OUT FILE:DH
DATEOPERATION CODE FROM

29 APR 69X ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAFA--ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

COPY# 3 OF b COPIES
1- INFORMATION

RECD2000227 APR.60-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE OUTIN FOR TGEN BUSE
CG REMARKS

FOR

DCG
DCG AIR

ORIG: S/SC/S
REL: CGDC/S

DC/S DM

IIAS BEEN SENT
S/S

G-
G-2

G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP
CORDS
DENT

EMB/TRANS
ENGR
FOODS
H8S CO
INSP
ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
REPRO
SPL SERV
SUPPLY
s&c

22
(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

UNCLASSIFIED
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE

#7

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

,~ 

CCth (1BCl/OUT F:1LElOH 
,~- ' , " 

f'1R?(Q)M 
CG DATE SIGNATURE It I MAF 

~1E~~Al ~,j:4 
Jnr.l' .... "'t:'l7 Ai:')" ~Q COPV~ OF 1" COPIES ~ECEIVED 

' .... ~ .. 

~:~ f" 
~U~JfECIr 

, tl ' ""An, • ""'dM DtlQt: 
.-

,.-~ 

\;l 
d [g~YIE 

I 
~ij~N&'TU~lE 

" 
( I 

II , 

I 

I 

I 

I I " 

B 
I ~ .-

I I 

( I 

I I 
I I 

II ~ 
: I I 

t:.:./f). , ~Opy '~ .... ';..,4 OF Ii _C~OPI ES I I . 
( r COpy '5 CF G COPIES 

COpy 6 OF 6 caPlES I I .. , .... 

EACH PERSON W~(Q) H41~N[QJl[E§ u~~ ~TT~!l';H~[QJ [POCU~~~u 
11,. 

IN3S N338 SVU 
UNCLAS EFTO 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

01-7 SATINN

CCN#089/OUT FILE:DH

FROM
CG 111 MAF

SIGNATUREDATE
SERIAL

COPY 30F6 COPIES RECEIVED1000222 APR 59
SUBJECT

FOR

FOR 1ICEN BUSE

SIGNATUREDATE

COPY 2-3-4 OF 6 COPIESs/s

COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT

UNCLAS EFTOSHALL SIGN THIS RECORD

INES N338 SMH
#7

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.. ,";'. : " ," 

"',' 0' .... ,: • 

:, :',: 

,; ~ ',,' .:.,.", ," >:. : ';:;_ :.::: -i.. t• ':., 

". ',' . I . 

.~ ." '. 
",' . \. 

~ ... 

: :", 

." '. 

.' ; , .... : .... <:':':< '. . .... (. .\ .; ..... : .... .. ' ;'~ ." ',' ",' ~ , 

' ... " ," . ~'. .> :"',, .:~.' ;.,;"<",:. " ."'," !;', •• : ~'.: 
:. " 

:·!;.~!.c:t.O.R.i.l::t~~;N..J",JJ:$E .. , F~QM:, .t:T(2.£N .. N,l:CKE,RS,O.N·,;· .,>.: ,,: ,.,;: '.".' .:.. .. : '::; '.> . '.' .' ' ... :". ':~. ." '.:: ;' . 

. '::'::F:''J •• ti.D:O~,:J'ft~··'~'tY:~RA.fIlS~~Nl: ~~rEN':AND'~R;IG': .f :·.i: ",:'.' .. :: ': .. ' .:. :.';.'::'- ' ... :\.:.:,:'~ .. ' : .. » 
~:\:'(I,:l~;.":I·:"t."'b.".liQW·ING· .. lifF'I~·N';,jJpP~l~\·OF '.1,HE;:C~RR:~·tJt.:< Sll':.UAl"IOl\i'AT- :.1H£· ...... ; I,' .' . .':.: :1:.,. <. 
: /:;;.··;sU8J£,a:'I#AC1LIT ItS'II" GE.ftl·,Y,OUOO·I)A,lE':W.lLt:: :·C,o·NDUCi: if:· CCNFERE:fIJCrr(· :,., ," ;. ::. 

":~ ;'!.tQDA<'Y;~·t1r:~STABt.1Slr''PRl£)J~1·t lE:S:':"OF .··EF::F:QRt('FiO.R~iR·EC(iNSy'R,OCTU).N" :: .... ', .':' >:' .. ::: 
,.' ,':;; ::~'E,Q~ ~ft·£.tf'~:l).m:QUG·Hptir::· 'TJ:l,~ :'D~~~~. ,: ~·ij~A!I> W9tr·>~A:~t· a~~~::K~pt .. ,:: .' .... : :~ ;. '.' '. ; :: .•. 

:::,;,,:~ :;:~nVl:~)Rr.·~..T~: ;G.t;N£~A~>~lt.Ul:\tlO~j.aUr :::1" :f.!:L~.\YOU·.:M'lGH1.\fI'SH .. ~· ... · . .' .'! . 

. ,\: SO./~fi~!~t~·I."" ~J.NF.OR,M~l:lgN~ eEL..A~tJV.t:,.p·:·l':~ ;,$~~.JE:.e~::·'rAC:lL JlIES'C? :.::. .', . "':;:: :'::: 

,.: .. r::~·. ·:t,Ht:'::·~t'l~:·:UA$:.:,SUFr£R:~D '::CON$l:~ERAB;tE ·;~,ArilAG~.' ·A.-WQ )£0.0': PERSO ~ELt· . .-'~' .: <" 
,:.::.:·;:;::·::H~.v.~.,gil'.\1.N.'.;·IlS .... ~U:ARA~~~ '.~:. .H·~:e·.H: .pRI~·ORlfV.·.·,::S·.O·:;t)iA-t J~REC~.~~·: ...

..•.. :- ..... '.': 

. ;.~;::.;flE~O·~.S.ta:UQtI'Qtf-J1EQUIR:E;M~.~S·/CA.N,;·.BEb:E~·E~;t'tINE;.P.;.~:·r::=i>~·: ..... 
;:, ..... ':" .' ' ..• 

:·:·;'f,h,:~A.R£l~.sf.~:::f~'·~s'O.~E'R.S·· '(!5~3", 'AR~,,'CJJRR.E'NT.J.;Y..~C:Q:Nf.;~NEQ l'AT' :·.F~C~. ,;" ,.... ~';".' i :.:::: 
:.; ;.>~.:'i,"~ NJ;).p~ .~$: i(~2:).: ARE:::' L9C {(ED '00 P.· Al. ,'. N.S~: .. ·}{qS·~:lT:Al~:. WE. : Aitall CIPA'! E ' , , , ::. . . 

:'::':~.f~X~1.S~A'l~t(:l61G.:~9:·'.G.CM; ... <:t~D·:;·.OR··iBt~f.AA·CA·)~ '~R'lSO:NE:~:S ·to ... ¢,Ol\lU~· .:' ....... ' : .i 

~,.'.'.::;~.;.f.:;'lt:i.IN':· A ,:'~'E\v.!. DA·Y$ .• ~. :AN,D :·AR·£··. MA Kt NG'iA': ·MAX1M~ur·t~ r:tORT ::X 0 .llAVE· '...' .' '.; '. .' 

. .'" ::.:(:<L:.;~·"::·:.:{,r/~~j: ~":~'~''':"'~~'~:'::''~:'~';:'. );:':,~~/./ ... ~;;.::::: '.::\ :.:\:".::\.~: -'=.: ·:>.";I~:; .. :~ .. ':' .... \ ·: ... ·t ... }.;:.: ... :.:: .. :..... . ::,' ;' . ~ ... '; .... , .. " ,[, ... ; . J. 
-; ';":~PABr··1\WO<RHMMAF.A: .5051 :.UNCbAS~;E·. F··t:'O'.' ,;', ...... : ... ~.' ; .: ...... .' .. ::, ':;'! ; i.· .. , 

\:;·Y:::\C~AWP..i:·Jt~··:·aP;ST.bRE· ~AS.M.A-N.Y.·.\AS· .paAcl19Aa:L.t. 1::O:.OlJlY. :"" .' .: ..... ' .. :. :., .:: .:, .:'. 

,.>~.:: .• ~.,' :;TJ*;;\tU:w ·TRA NSl£NT . BARRA:'C~S WERE"E n fitR' DEsr:O'YEO OR '." ".:. '. .' '.: .:' .. 

:~::'!;;.;:i·"iN~~!D< :~'~PL$lE~Y, O:N,SAFl!· .tOR·.~ .. HA~~'tAtlQN~;:'.:;A:ND..:'THE:rR ~.::;, :.:-'.' .... ,:-';: .... . i.;·· . ::;.: .. 

. ' :( r @.'~~l]'.!l:·o;N~ 1$ ~ft'OBAB~ '(:\1~.~:: BEYO.Nl)';'JlE~A"~R, .. · n¢MOL n lON .' -: .. : . : • :;', " .~.: '.: > ... :. 
,.;:·:;t.~.i:.·.·N.D. R~tJlLD·;.A~P.E,A~S.. ·A.S. 'O.NLY:::R~qOtm.S£:~: ;J.~·.Jl4'!.i'.lElnf]lN~L •. · .. /. ' :::-.' '. :'.' ,:: I :'.:'.:': . 

:E~::~~::;. ·ntrl·~I~fu~.~~~f::~·;E~~~~ig~~~aN~~FW·i~6~~~~\:·~~~~~ :,:'. ::. '::~:. /' : '.':' :'.: ';'.' .,," .... ',;: ':'\\: 
: I·t:.·: :~:"s'PEP..T .. ~.O·~. A)tn..Y ,I.IGHt, 'TO: ."MGD·ER·ATE :OA'MAGE, WAS ::SUSl'~'1 NED·: '. .,'~.: .' ~'. ::., ::' . 

. ' .,.';.;~. B'Jr·.T$!··P!E·SS.HALt . A=tJD:;lH-E·. QLD"';'R&R :SARRACKS "W·HICH· '-INI! IALL.Y : :'.:; :". : .. ' .... 

·:.':':it' AP:PEARi}r;~·::.p~SSIBLY BE: :USEAB~t,"wnH 'S:Ol4E. REFUnB.lSHMEN.T.· '. " ',: :.' .... :,". ':.: ',:, ::' 

·Y·.:}·:·,:"~::·At:;·~·E.EPO.M)'~lLl,;:· A~L .Blf~~~·lNG$ . ~,UF~fl£P 'StVE~·E1,DA~jA~
E •. '; : ..... '." .',':, ,,: : : . 

. ·;·;':~!··:I.N.,,:·lWJP§T:,·:Cl':SE'S •. ::.Al·Bi:$l.:ONL.Y..;TH~::FR:~~t:$ REM~lN ·AS;~AL.VAG~.ASlE·o.'."
;, "' . .' . ,;:.;;; 

~·>~:\~l'M:-tf.QOF·$·i· ... $lJ)ES ,;~.:~~ .~INQR "fRAME. :M.EI'1B£R·S.l~ADLY '-::', .: .. ' :,:. " .. ' :..' .. ': :;".;> 
·~.·::··i~;\·~'f1·E.~Dt.:·.~ND;· B.E.~t.~: .!·X9H~.NG.E .. j ~ReHM~PlSE . 'Loss. JS:.,tN:lrUlLL,Y.; ..• ::;; .: ;. :: .. ' :::.:; 

';:;'·>-(-.:~Sr'·l~t~· ~A~· 75 .0e~·::f)OJ.".L~R~.::.ENtlREeOMrl,.EX IS'i';" .;"; '. ...... .. .: .',,':: 

.;y·:.:F,·UNu's:A_·E:'.A,ND· S~CUR~O~·"TIME1.::Y, tv ACtM'1; 1 ON :PR.E.v~~T.ED·l.~SS. ..: ....... ,.:;: :' .. /::;' 

;:'·',.·:.:~;;.:,:,o.r'.:~I~·":: ~.I"'~:·.F'LV.I.NG·,:;Q80 NA; .. qE., .A~ .. ,.SECUinl:Y:. P.I.'~~V~ Nt ED /:': . ": : ...... '. . "f .. ". ';:' , ..... ' .: .. ': 

.. ";::::! :~·~;N¥.,··~J;~~ll'lCMJt:,;,.PI.~FE.R~GJ!: .. t\l: .B .. OlH' C.E.NlEll$.·.:~·" :.: '" : ....... ",: '': " :'.:>' <.' . .'::.' .. "; :! 

:,;:t.i'!')~;" 'Jitftl.i~" ::TftA:~S~IiNT,.'OP~~ATI!lN.S· WERt MOVED,>YiSTERDAY.·· .... ...:':'. . .. ,.:;.;' rY: '.';;. 

·:·::·.l:·· .. ··:AFJE.a:.Q()W; '(2;'.' APR.IL." lO·'1.Ht·; Clil~J·t'a·EAC·l:t';li\1~·C.OUNIRY·::·' .... , '; .'. ' .. ;.'. :::<.'< .. ::". 

',),"·::,~.'L,',·· ; PAGE ~tOI~ d_P';GE;~:'" ..... '. .', 
COpy _ 2- OF 0 COPIEths BEEN SENT 

-#- 7 . 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

PITEZYUW RHMMAFA5051 1190022-EEE--RUHHFMA.
ZNY EEEEE
P 290022Z APR 69
FM CG III MAF DING RVN
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FREEDOM HILL R&R/TRANSIENT CNTER AND BRIG

1. THE FOLLOWING DS AN UPDATE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION A.T THE

SUBJECT FACILITIES. GEN YOUNGDALE WILL CONDUCT A CONFERENCE

TODAY TO ESTABLISH PRIORITIES OF EFFORT FOR RECONSTRUCTION

REQUIRED THROUGHOUT THE DANANG AREA. YOU HAVE BEEN KEPT

ADVISED OF THE GENERAL SITUATION BUT I FELT YOU MIGHT WISH

SOME SPECIFIC INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE SUZJECT FACILITIES.

2. THE BRIG HAS SUFFERED CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE AND EOD PERSONELL

HAVE GIVEN ITS CLEARANCE A HIGH PRIORITY so THAT PRECISE

RECONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS CAN BE DETERMINED AT THE

EARLIEST. PRISONERS (333) ARE CURRENTLY CONFINED AT FLC,

AND POW'S (32) ARE LOCKED UP AT NSA HOSPITAL. WE ANTICIPATE

DISPATCHING 39 GCM (DD OR BCD AACA) PRISONERS TO CONUS

WITHIN A FEW DAYS, AND ARE MAKING A MAXIMUM EFFORT TO HAVE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 5051 UNCLAS E F T 0

COMMANDERS RESTORE AS MANY AS PRACTICABLE TO DUTY.

3. THE NEW TRANSIENT BARRACKS WERE EITHER DESTOYED OR

RENDERED COMPLETELY UNSAFE FOR HABITATION, AND THEIR

CONDITION IS PROBABLY WELL BEYOND REPAIR. DEMOLITION

AND REBUILD APPEARS AS ONLY RECOURSE. THE R&R TERMINAL,

TRANSIENT TERMINAL AND LOUNGE SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE.

THEIR FUTURE CAN BE DECIDED ONLY BY THOROUGH ENGINEER

INSPECTION. ONLY LIGHT TO MODERATE DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED

BY THE MESSHALL AND THE OLD R&R BARRACKS WHICH INITIALLY

APPEAR TO POSSIBLY BE USEABLE WITH SOME REFURB ISHMENT.

4. AT FREEDOM HILL ALL BUILDINGS SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE.

IN MOST CASES. AT BEST ONLY THE FRAMES REMAIN AS SALVAGEABLE,

WITH ROOFS, SIDES AND MINOR FRAME MEMBERS BADLY

BATTERED AND BENT. EXCHANGE MERCHANDISE LOSS IS INITIALLY

ESTIMATED AI 75,000 DOLLARS. ENTIRE COMPLEX IS:

UNUSABLE AND SECURED. TIMELY EVACUATION PREVENTED LOSS

OF LIFE, WHILE FLYING ORD NANCE AND SECURITY PREVENTED

ANY SIGNIFICANT PILFERAGE AT BOTH CENTERS.

5. R&R AND TRANSIENT OPERATIONS WERE MOVED YESTERDAY

AFTERNOON (27 APRIL) TO THE CHINA BEACH IN-COUNTRY
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R&R CENTER WHICH HAS HAD TO BE TAKEN OVER COMPLETELY

FOR THIS PURPOSE. NORMAL CAPACITY IS ABOUT 375, BUT

WE HAVE ADDED BUNKS, ARE PROVIDING EMERGENCY MESSING

AND WILL BE ABLE TO HANDLE UP TO 700 ON A SHORT-TIME

TEMPORARY BASIS. NSA HAS ALSO PROVIDED US 200 EMERGENCY

SPACES AT TIEN SHA. WE EXPECT ALL R&R AND

TRANSIENT FLIGHTS DEPARTING 29 APRIL AND THEREAFTER TO

BE PROCESSED, LOADED AND DESPATCHED ON SCHEDULE AND

WITHOUT DELAY. UNFORTUNATELY WE WERE UNABLE TO REACT

IN TIME TO LOAD ONE EARLY R&R FLIGHT TO BANGKOK

THIS MORNING. WE ARE DEVELOPING THE EMERGENCY TEMPORARY

SITUATION AT CHINA BEACH WITH THE CONSIDERATION

THAT IT WILL HAVE TO BE OUR MAIN R&R AND TRANSIENT

FACILITY FOR 3 TO 4 WEEKS, AT LEAST, EVEN IF WE CAN

EXPEDITIOUSLY RESURRECT THE OLD BARRACKS AND MESSHALL

AT THE R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER AS A PARTIAL CAPACITY.

THIS PRESENTS A MOST UNDESIREABLE SITUATION IN THAT

THE CHINA BEACH FACILITY IS SORELY NEEDED AS AN IN-

COUNTRY R&R SITE, AS WELL AS A DAYTIME RECREATION AREA.

I AM VERY CONCERNED OVER THE SERIOUS SHORTAGE OF SUCH

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 5051 UNCLAS E F T 0

SITES, NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE. WE ARE CONSIDER,ING

THIS SITUATION NOT ONLY FOR THE DANANG AREA, BUT FOR

DIVISION AREAS AS WELL. HOWEVER, THE MAIN CONCERN IS

THE DANANG AREA DUE TO ITS AFFILIATION WITH THE ENTREPOT

ACTIVITIES AT DANANG AB. WE WILL GIVE WIDEST CONSIDERATION

TO ALL FACETS OF THE PROBLEM. WE WILL EVEN GIVE CON-

SIDERATION TO MOVING THE FREEDOM HILL RECREATION COMPLEX,

R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER TO CHINA BEACH IF, AS WE SUSPECT AT

THIS EARLY STAGE, THE MAJORITY OF THOSE FACILITIES ARE

BEYOND SALVAGE. SUCH A DECISION HOWEVER COULD ONLY

FOLLOW A COMPLETE ENGINEER STUDY INCLUDING CONSIDERATION

OF SALVAGEABLE ASSETS (E.G. UNDERGROUND UTILITIES, GRAD-

ING, ETC.). WE WOULD DRASIICALLY EXPAND THE BEACH FRONT-

AGE TO CREATE AN IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER (WITH MACV AID):

BUT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDE ADEQUATE DAY FACILIT-

IES SINCE WE ARE DANGEROUSLY OVER-CROWED IN THIS CATEGORY

OF RECREATION FACILITIES. AT ANY EVENT, AS YOU CAN WELL

APPRECIATE, THE PRESENT EMERGENCY UTILIZATION OF THE

CHINA BEACH FACILITY IS STRICTLY A MAKE-SHIFT EMERGENCY

MEASURE. WE MUST FIND A MEANS TO RE-BUILD THE FREEDOM
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HILL RECREATION AND R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER COMPLEXES ASAP.

ON EITHER CURRENT SITES OR A NEW LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED.

THE NEED IS OBVIOUS AND URGENT, AND WE MAY NEED YOUR

HELP.
BT
5051
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SECRET
ZEM
SECRET SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR LICEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
RESPONSE TC PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST QUESTIONS CONCERNING
DANANG ASP-1 FIRE
1. MACV DIRECTED THAT WE PROVIDE ANSWERS TO HIVE SPECIFIC
REQUIREMENTS TO BE PASSED BY MACV TO THE NMCC INCIDENT TO
ERIEFINC OF PRESIDENT SIXON AT 291900H CONCERNING THE DANANG ASP-1
FIRE.
FILLOWING ARE THE STATED REQUIREMENTS:
QUOTE: 1. A CONCISE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS.
2. ITEMIZED LISTING OF LOSSES AND DAMAGE. INCLUDE DOLLAR
COST WHERE AVAILABLE.
3. ANY OTHERE PARTICULARS CONSIDERED IMPORTANT.
4. INTERIM RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION IN PROGESS IN TERMS
OF CAUSE, CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN AND OTHER PARTICULARS CONSID-
ERED PERTINENT.
3. OPERATIONAL STATUS OF BASE FACILITIES AND EFFECT ON
MISSION, (IF THERE 15 NO CHANGE TO OUR PREVIOUS ASP SITREPS
WE CAN SO STATE IN OUR REPLY. UNQUOTE.
2. IN RESPONSE THE FOLLOWING HAS BEEN TRANSMITTED:
QUOTE:
Z 290645Z A PR 69
FM CG III MAF
TO UUMS/ COMUSMACV SGN
ET
SSECRET SECTION ONE OF TWO
ATTN: MACV CMD CTR
PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST - REPORT ON ASP-1 FIRE
A. TELECON COL. ROGERS MACV CMD CNTR TO LTCOL.
CHARON III MAF COC.
1. (C) CONCISE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS.
A. 271045 H INITIAL REPORT RECO THAT FIRE OF UNK ORIGIN
WAS OUT OF CONTROL IN ASP-1, FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT
HAD RESPONDED QUICKLY BUT CEVIOUSLY HAMPERED BY EXPLODING
AMMO AND HIGH WINDS.
E. 271120H EVACUATION OF BOTH CIVILIAN AND MILITARY
PERSONNEL IN IMMEDIATE AREA INITIATED.
C. F IRE SPREAD RAPIDLY INTO ASP 1 AS AMMO BEGAN EX-
PLOCING. CAMP MONA HA N (AT 984 72 6) REPORTED ON FIRE AT
271132 H. SOON THEREAFTER POWDER BAGS AND WP EXPLODED
CAUSING FIRE TO SPREAD TO AF ASP (BT 003755).
is EVACUATION OF MEARBY AREAS CONTINUED RAPIDLY DURING
EARLY AFTERNOCK, WHICH CONTRIBUTED MATERIALLY TO LOW
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(Alj~ 716.LJ .. ~$~i.f; __ .w£ftE: . Jlot. St.VERA.. .- ... ~~ " .. - -~.;o ~.~~~ ... 
1. 1 HfHAiCHcut PI FrEn M~ON, Hta I{ OR DErf £XPL cete NS CAUsZP 
!;t.VERE CC;i<.CliZSlOf .. OtH'tACE TO 5Ll:iGS r.E:AR THE ~sp • 
.la FiRE AM; £Xf1t.GS10i\S COt.TIt.utD HlROUGHOUT r"t NIGHT. 
Hil AT A REDtiCE,O RATE. STRONG SECUiiITY t'iEA!::URES WtfiE 
IMPLEt'iENTEP Ih T,Ht. DAtr;AcaL AJiE~S AM; Al.l tHars IN VICI~ 
IT Y MA IttTA INtO li_ClE.A SELl ili'.T TO PR EVE U f'CSSIEL£ EtiE~Y 
EXA.. iJITAT lLltf Of SI1UATIOU. "0 SIG i1!lF'lCfd.T Et~EMY EFrORT 

l ICC l1tRED. 
j K. if£Rr:ENC'Y ACTHH~~ HHTIAti.li TL PRlCLUiJE SHOfrtAGE£ 
t cr.A{'~MC.; ,Ti£SE .1Mn;ttl)mrt]j)lJifRl~r ICt. Ji.f·~ASSi:1SW-t-'t* . 

11' 'I COkJ).~ AM" ARRAhGf.MEItTS fOR i:.XFEtiTEO SHIPNENT!:i Ff'CM 
wEST PAC ST ORAGi. FAe s. 
L. 2~e640h OAMd.C Ai. OPEIlEL. , 
IE;. 28 AffiIL fIRE DIMIKISHEC BUT co~rINUEO TO BURN THROUGH­
LUI THE DAY. Ei£RGEflCY REPAIRS C\JM~f£~CE;;i Ih AREAS OUTSID£ 
tHE INttl£1J VIC'litH Y CF ASP-I. DETAll..ErJ O}HlAGl A5SESSMEkT 
CCNMl r,CEiI A fTE'U,COI' (; 8 .A Pf01.. 
t •• 2S 140i p .. ALi.. i'A Jm RGAD S 1 If V let NITY OF ASP RE­
(;PEttED TC TRAFFIC. C4 P1.AIOCih I Sf f"AROIV WORKING WITH . 
\IN REi. IE; AGA ~c lii.S 1 N i.iAii";lCCI V IL LA I. MH.A S. 
"'LAtE AflERM.iON 26 APR SlCHtlfICAi.;r, FInES DIED CUT. 
LAST NAJCR C!.10illATl'-tI'f lJAS AT 27Z,)~k1H. ~AiVAG[ ASSESSf1ENt 
AMn REC OVER YI ME. p~ IR hW 1 N FULL SW H,Q. 
2. 1.. (.S;iS At.O DA~H .. WITH COST ESTH~TEt 
A. F AC n. IT IE 5 
, 1) 1 ~1 (fAR I ~E l) I V CA h HH-ir+:£ NT S 
cPt) EXYEhSlVE DANHi£ 
1 1 ~T SHoRE. PARTY 8 y-
2 1 ~T r.. 1 bT !'tAR 
OJ iJiCOERATi:. A (.0 1.. 10 Ht OA i"AC E TO SCl"£ FACIL IT liS 
1 4T H E;tf Itt H l"\AR 
21ST TK r~ 
(C) L H~HT OA~ACE. TO t)OVIE fACIl. IllES 
t I 51 i'lEi) e f .. 
2 11 h CO~fti B~ 
J HQ eli 
" 1 Sf 11~ PSi'! GUt. 
(2) 1;;;1 MAR AIR '..lING CANTONt'JENTS/FLIGt-iltl~E 
(A) EXTEh~l\,'E tiAfAGI:. 

t I -co STIY I ST L.AA~i-BN· 

t..l~'~~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

DECLASSIFIED

IRE SPREAD RAPIDLY DURING EARLY AFTERNOON WITH NUM
EROUS HIGH ORDER EXPLOSIONS.
F. 271335 H DAWANG AE CLOSED EXCEPT FOR EMERGENCIES,
C. 271538H FIRE VAS SPREADING TO SOUTH SIDE OF AIR-
FIELD. SOME PCL FIRES. POL FIRES AT AIRFIELD OUT OR
UNDER COATRCL BY 1606%
to 2717001. FIRES REPORTED IN NSA PACKAGED POL DUMP
(AT 992718) LOSSES WERE NOT SEVERE.
I. HROUCHCUT AFTERMOON, HIGH ORDER EXPLOSIONS CAUSED
SEVERE CONCUSSION DAMACE TO ELDGS NEAR THE ASP.
is FIRE AND EXPLOSIONS CONTINUED THROUG HOUT THE NIGHT,
BUT AT A REDUCED RATE. STRONG SECURITY MEASURES WERE
IMPLEMENTED IN THE DAMAGED AREAS AND ALL UNITS IN VICIN
IT Y MAINTAINED INCREASED ART TO PREVENT POSSIBLE ENEMY
EXPL GITATION OF SITUATION. NO SIGNIFICANT ENEMY EFFORT
OCCURRED.
K. MERCENCY ACTIONS INITIATED TO PRECLUDE SHORTAGES
OF AMMO. THESE INCLUDED REDISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS WITH
IN I CORPS AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR EXPEDITED SHIPMENTS FROM
WESTPAC ST ORAGE FACS.
L. 2F0640H DAWAIC AL OPENED.
M. 28 APR IL FIRE DIMINISHED BUT CONTINUED TO BUR N THROUGH
our THE DAY. EMERGENCY REPAIRS COMMENCED IN AREAS OUTSIDE
THE IMMED VICINITY OF ASP-1. DETAILED DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
COMMENCED AFTERAGON 28 APRIL.
i. 281406H. ALL MAJOR ROADS IN VICINITY OF ASP RE-
OPENED TC TRAFFIC. CA PLATOON 1ST MARDIV WORKING WITH
VN RELIEF AGANCIES IN DAESOCIVILIAL AREAS.
C. LATE AFTERNOON 28 A PR SIGNIFICANT FIRES DIED OUT.
LAST MAJOR DETONATION WAS AT 272330H. DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
AND RECOVERY NOW IN FULL SWING.
2. LOSSES AND DAMAEE WITH COST ESTIMATE:
A. FACILITIES
(1) 1 ST MARINE DIV CANTONMENTS
(A) EXTENSIVE DANAGE
I 1 ST SHORE PARTY BY
2 1 ST EN 1ST MAR
(E) MODERATE AND LIGHT DAMAGE TO SOME FACILITIES
I AT H EN 11TH MAR
2 1ST TK EN
(C) LIGHT DAMACE TO SOME FACILITIES
I 1ST MED EN
2 7TH COMM EN
3 HQ EN

SECRET
A 1ST 175 MM GUN
(2) 1 ST MAR AIR WINC CANTONMENTS/FLIGHILINE
(A) EXTENSIVE DAMAGE
I " C" ETRY 1ST LAAM BN

DECLASSIFIED



l at llt'% ZYk ,a C8 11 ... ,. 
TO C4 ,..,pac 
ZfM '_ 

DECLASSIFIED 

S £. ekE r FINA~ SECTION OF TwO 
FOR l.TQ£f.l BUSt: FR~ l..TGE~ laCKtftSO~ 
~£SPOHSt TO PkESIDiHTIAL INT£RfST 1U£STI0NS CONC£HNI~G 
1; ANANG ASP.! FIRE (CONT) • 

. (S) MODthArE uA~Au£' to SOfiE fACILlt I£S 
I NIIISG-11 
2 "hrlHG I 
(C) 1.lGHT DAMAGE. TO SOME fAClt..lIlE;;) 
I MAG-II 
2 MACG-U 
~ FOnLOtlCOI"}D CM~rONMEUT!j1 FACIlTl:..S 
(A) E~~ENrIAL1.Y DESTRYED 

, • ASP Hi( I 
2 30 t1P BN (INCLUDES UI MAr 8kIG ANti FOw C{\tIiPOUNC) 
.} 7TH SEPARATE f!ULK FuEl. CO AND ANMO CO SUP B~( I Sf FSf( 
4 111 MAr TRANSIENT AND R&R rORCESSIHG ctNTEk ('Z peT 
ESSEJSTIALLY DESTROYEO, ~0 PCT £XTENSIVE £:MiAuE) • 

. (&) MOLiEkATi. lJAf'lAGf TO SOI'iE FAClL It IfS. 
t MAlt.1T BN FAtlLlitES (u.~n MOVE: TO t4EW FAClllT lES fk£V IOUSl 't 
&;:£D FOR 5 MAY WILL ELIMINATE N£EV fun £XTENSIV£ REPAIRS). 
(4) ~HCS 
(A) ONE SEASEE CAMP ESSEN! lA1..1.. Y t:i:STROYED 
(5) t~AVAL SF! ACT O~G 
(A) l.IGHT DAl'fAG£ TO SCIME FAe . 
I UOxTHWEst Tt< YARN 
2 fLEET A1" SFT u~IT 
3 OLLI f.G POL FAe (fACWA~ IN PhOCESS Of BEING HE-LOCATED) 
(6) US AkM't 
(A) Mo.v£nAT£ DAMAGE. TO 138TK AvtJ Eti F1.1Gnl L.INE 
(B) ~lGHT DAMAGE TO MORTUAk't 
(7) 365TH tAC fIGHTER 1/1;(0 
(A) (}92 4tH'SECURIT·Y SOON Of' AND l"iutHTIONS ,'AC H£CEIV£D EXTENSIVE. 
1) AMAG£ 
(8) LlGHT TO MODERATE: DAVAG£ TO, i'lAtlY FAe ON EAST SIDE rOF £i NG AS 
UJ) Olec ... Cl lilLIAN CONTRACTOR-
(A) tXTENSIVE TO MOtl£RATt DAPlA(~E TO CANtOtWlENt AND SHOPS, 
(9) lXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO fREEDO.~ HILt. EXCHAijGE AttO 
SPECIAl... SEI1VIC£S._FA.C. ' 
(IS) GEI£RAL NOtES 

, u.) AWlUATi .,APlAGA· IS KOSTI. '1 COHFINili TO ETilSIVA '''...,..1. 0' ""IT "'TAl. ILH WALLS A~ IOO'S. II 1101' 
, ......... 1Of.~LY OAttAGUi. . .~f" .. : 

9/"?/ 

DECLASSIFIED 

Z 2910102 ZYH
FM CG 111 MAF
TO cg FMFPAC
ZEM
S E R E T FINAL SECTION OF TWO
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSOM
RESPONSE TO PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST QUESTIONS CONCERNING
DANANG ASP-1 FIRE (CONT).
(B) MODERATE DAMAGE TO SOME FACILITIES
I MWSG-17
2 MWHG 1
(C) LIGHT DAMAGE TO SOME FACILITIES
1 MAG-11
2 MACG-18
3 FORLOGCOMD CANTONMENTS/ FACIITES
(A) ESSENTIALLY DESTRYED
1 ASP NR 1

2 3D MP BN (INCLUDES III MAF BRIG AND POW COMPOUND)
3 7TH SEPARATE BULK FUEL CO AND AMMO CO SUP BN 1ST PSR
4 III MAF TRANSIENT AND R&R PORCESSING CENTER (50 PCT
ESSENTIALLY DESTROYED, 50 PCT EXTENSIVE DAMAGE).
(8) MODERATE DAMAGE TO SOME FACILITIES.
I MAINI BN FACILITIES (UNIT MOVE TO NEW FACILITIES PREVIOUSLY
SKED FOR 5 MAY WILL ELIMINATE NEED FOR EXTENSIVE REPAIRS).
(4) 3NCB
(A) ONE SEASEE CAMP ESSENTIALLY DESTROYED
(5) NAVAL SPT ACT DNG
(A) LIGHT DAMAGE TO SOME FAC
1 NORTHWEST TK FARM
2 FLEET AIR SPT UNIT
3 OLD PKG POL FAC (FAC WAS IN PROCESS OF BEING RELOCATED)
(6) US ARMY
(A) MODERATE DAMAGE TO 138TH AVN BN FLIGHT LINE
(B) LIGHT DAMAGE TO MORTUARY
(7) 366TH TAC FIGHTER WING
(A) 692 4TH SECURITY SODN OP AND MUNITIONS FAC RECEIVED EXTENSIVE
DAMAGE
(B) LIGHT TO MODERATE DAVAGE TO MANY FAC ON EAST SIDE OF DNG AB
(8) OICC - CIVILIAN CONTRACTOR
(A) EXTENSIVE TO MODERATE DAMAGE TO CANTONMENT AND SHOPS
(9) EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO FREEDOM HILL EXCHANGE AND
SPECIAL SERVICES FAC.
(13) GENERAL NOTES
(A) MODERATE DAMAGA IS MOSTLY CONFINED TO ETENSIVA
CRUMPLING OF SHEET METAL BLDG WALLS AND ROOFS. IN MOST
SUSTANCES FRAMES NOT SEVERLY DAMAGED.



! 
! 
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(I) O,"AGI ROUGHLY EStIMATED AT ~ •• MIL AS FOLLOWS, 
t I.~ MIL ,0It "lSelL RECOVERY 'II VNt lOUS CAVPS. 
a 1.1 MIL 'OR TRANSlilt AID R&R PROC[SSllG CEt.ltER. 
! 1.., MIL ,Oft IS ... TIAl.L't 01STROY£D CAITOWl£IIS 
4 1.60 MIL fuR USAK FAe . 
5~.e' VIL fOR US ARMY FAe 
6 0.~0 MIL FOR FR£EDOMlnlLL £XCnf\rl\lA Af.D hEC fAe. 
)7 0.2S lIa1. to RAStfU .. fi ASP. 

, • ORe NANCe 
(1) ASP 1. EuTIMATE TOTAL LOS!;. CLASS V{A) 141141 
SIT. CLASS V(1.I) 24,39" SIt. COS1 OfiORLUANCE 79 tHLLIOt~. 
Z 290'4'Z AfR 69. 
fM CO 111 MAF 
TO U{Jll1S/COtlUSNACV 
BT 
S Eo C R £. r FINAL SECT ION OF TWO ,SECT IONS 
ATtNe MACV CM~ CUTR 
SUBJEct TO LOJtl~ARn REVISION UPON C.E.IAIt?lJ lN5PECTlOH. 
(2) ~Q' .T;'-1I A~P 10. PEfiCEfol ~i.STi(O'fi.D. 36ti lJo'w l"il~510~i 
READY'-ANNO '~TO-tfAGE' l~r Pt.:f<Ct::"t4T Lt:.stf(OYcS;~-· riC EsrnrAT£OF ' 
IONNAG~ OR cost AVAILABLE. 
C.\CIVILIAN HOUbING. 2342 HOME~ DiSTROYE~ OR DAMAGEL BY 
F IkE AlW EXPlOSION. NO COST AVAILASLE. BAseL ON ARVN-uVN 
SOURCE.S. 
D. CASUALTIES. u.s. MI1.iTAHY 1 KILL.ED, Hi WOUNlJEO ANfi 
HOSPItALIZED. ~ u.s. CIVILIANS, wom'1JEC.' HOSflTALlZEJ,. 
\/NCIV1L.IAtJS I KIA COhFIFiNED, 2 KIA UNCONfINil;.. -HOSPILAlIlEC 
Z Ie BASED Ot~ POSSIBLY INCOMFLE'IE ttEPORTINU K"O'f~ ARVN .. di\lN 
!)OURCES. 
UNQUOTE 
~. 

QuOTE 
Z '2909Z l.Z APR--~~ ZfF-6 -. 
FROM CGlI 1 f'JAf 
.TO UUM.S/COPtUSMACV sa ... 
6T 
stCKEl 
AITH.'NACV CMO CHtR 
PRESID£NTIAl INT£REST-HEPORI Of' ASP-l FIRE 
A, TEL.ECON COL, ROGlHS MACV eMD elk 10 LT(;OI.. CHAHON III f'iAr coe. 

. is. CG III MAr 290645 Z APR 6& 
1. (U) tHli ~ESSA'£ COMPLlT1S RE~PON~t T~ Rti A. 
I. (fI) .,I,.a" 10 QUlat,10!,! J AMI> 2 PRO\lI"& IY ai' a •.• «('~).~4 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(8) DAMAGE ROUGHLY ESTIMATED AT 6.3 MIL AS FOLLOWS:
I 1.3 MIL FOR MISCEL RECOVERY IN VARIOUS CAVPS.
2 1.8 MIL FOR TRANSIENT AND R&R PROCESSING CENTER.
3 1.09 MIL FOR ESSENTIALLY DESTROYED CANTONMENTS
4 1.60 MIL FOR USAK FAC
5 2.09 VIL FOR US ARMY FAC
6 0.50 MIL FOR FREEDOMIHILL EXCHANGA AND REC FAC.
>7 2.25 MIL 10 RABUILD ASP.

ORDNANCE
(1) ASP 1. EUTIMATE TOTAL LOSS. CLASS V(A) 14:741
S/T, CLASS V(W) 24,390 S/T. COST OFIORDNANCE 79 MILLION.
Z 290645Z AFR 69
FN CG III MAF
TO JUMS/CONUSHACV
BT
SSECRET FINAL SECTION OF TWO SECTIONS
ATTN: MACV CMD CNTR
SUBJECT TO DOWNWARD REVISION UPON DETAILED INSPECTION.
(2) 366 TFW ASP 70 PERCENT DESTROYED. 366 TFW MISSION
READY AMMO STORAGE 15 PERCENT DESTROYED. NO ESTIMATE OF
TONNAGE OR COST AVAILABLE.
C. CIVILIAN HOUSING. 2342 HOMES DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY
FIRE AND EXPLOSION. NO COST AVAILABLE. BASCD ON ARVN-GVN
SOURCES.
D. CASUALIIES. U.S. MILITARY 1 KILLED, 16 WOUNDED AND
HOSPITALIZED. 5 U.S. CIVILIANS, WOUNDED, HOSPITALIZED.
VN CIVILIANS 1 KIA CONFIRMED, 2 KIA UNCONFINED. HOSPILALIZED
21. BASED ON POSSIBLY INCOMPLETE REPORTING KROM ARVN-GVN
SOURCES.
UNQUOTE
BF-4
QUOTE

Z 2939212 APR 69 ZFF-6
FROM CG III MAF
TO UUMS/COMUSMACV SGN
BT
S E C R E T
ATTN: MACV CMD CNIR
PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST -REPORT OF ASP-1 FIRE
A $ TELECON COL, ROGERS MACV CMD CTR TO LTCOL CHARON III MAF COC.
is. CG III MAF 298645Z APR 6&
1. (U) THIS MESSAGE COMPLETES RESPONSE TO REF A.
2. (w) RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS I AND 2 PROVIDED BY REF B.

9(4)
DECLASSIFIED
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r --J. ($) ""POII •• t 'MTICUL.AIf~. 
,-UtE" 'OR MALL .UUU OF CARGO TRUCKS " ..... 

[~ ,. .... nltlVCIS .1.' TJiI. ,SP. THERE WAS LITTLA i#.f'lEGE TO 
'l"tI8", EQUI'. 10 D ..... to,Ale Wli Ri.:PORTILI OJIiE I Ale "II EVACUAtD ore I) ... tD to .tli. LAl ••• " 

f L O(;At lOIS. . 
s. JOINT SERVICE ·CENTHAl.LY CONTROr!EL EOD EfFOOl HAS 

l BEEN Il11tIAtED TO NAl(E BEST USE OF ALL AVAIL· £00 PEr<SON. 
l NEt. IN PAlOi\IlY AUE.AS. 

c. f'lEETUiO HELD III MAl' 29iS06H ESTAiHIShEL PRIOHTl,,!) 
fOR HEPAlk EfFORTS, TASKED ALL ~VAIL EHGR ASSETS, EST­
AaL lSHED COitTR01.S ON ISSuE OF CONSTRUCT ION {'lATER lAl.S. 
u. INI£~SlVE ~A~AGEMlHT IN-COUNTRY AMMO ASSETS CONIIN-

. U IhG. BUTIAl. EST STROAG£ CAP SiiOfrT fALL OF 2~ ,.ada 
SIT IN 1 CORPS. nils HQ HIVEst H.iAT UG ALl. "iEANS Of 
KESrOklNG SIXOkAGE CAP lWCLULlNb USE OF SHIPS AS fLOATING 
-~lORAOE. AMMO ISSUE POINT IN OPEnAJION AT ASP-2. 
Eo. R&R CEUTER/TRA~ fAe lU OPtRAT ION ON AUSTERE BASIS 
AT CH ItJABi.ACH. Ft&R fLIGHTS HAVE REStJl'!i.D. 
If. EXPELi IT lOSS £VACUATIOU OJ,' ThxEAT£t\EiJ Af(£AS At~L 
AVAILABILITY OF SuUKEHS COwSlO~RED MAJOR FACTONS IN 
LOW CASUAl. TV lOTALSSt'1 
4. (S) I~tERIM kESULtS OF INVESTIGATION 
A. CAUSE. A lJINlJ 'Of 15 KNOts AND GU5TltvG fROM Sf 10 HW eliW 
SPARkS FROM A CIVILtAte TRASH DttNP SOuTti OF AND ACROSS Txt ROAr. 
FROM THE iSP INTO A GRASS AA£A uuTSliJt. ANi) INSII.;E. ThE ASP rEf'tC£. 
fIRE QUICkLV SPHEA& I~TO GRAUE II AREA Of ASP WHERi woaLtH 
CONTi HERS ANu, THREE PAlU,TS OF 3.5 WP kOCKETS LOCATED. AFfROA 
~, M£H IN ASAP Arl£A _EHE IMMELUATELY ulSPATCHtu 10 ARtA aUT 
wERE UNABLE TO CONTAIN FlHE WITh fJAHJ( FROM BARRE.LS At4D HAN!; 
TOOLS. MEN ~AR£ FORCED TO PuLl. BACK wHEN wP HOCKET& STARtED 
E XPlOfll WG. 
b. A{)OlllONAL IN!iP£.cTIOHS OF ALL ASp· S HAVE BEEN Hut ATEC to 
ENSURE SlRICTIADHEf<f.NCE TO I Al!. ~AF£T(~ PRt:CAU!10~ IJIThIh THE. 
SrORAU!;; SITE MiL TO IDENTIFY At-tAi £1..HilliATt ALL f'vSSlbL£ tXTE-fiNAL 
~. IRE kAZA,RDC. 
5. (C) OFERATIONS st~TuS o~ BASE fACILItIeS A~ EFfECT ON 
f"l $510C. N.Q CHAtH.£ ~ROi'l PREVIOUS ASP blTiiEPS. 
UlGUOlE . k~ :;/::t. 

'. 
/ ~''f ~i '> 'I. /" • .T- : 1 (, 'i"-

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3. ($) IMPORTANT PARTICULARS.
EXCEPT FOR SMALL NUMBER OF CARGO TRUCKS ANJ

FURNLIFTITRUCKS IN THE ASP, THERE WAS LITTLA DAMEGE TO
TACTICAL EQUIP. NO DAMAGE TO A/C WAS REPORTEK./ OME
A/C WERE EVACUATED OR D MERTED TO NHS LAI AND OTHER
LOCATIONS.
8. JOINT SERVICE CENTRALLY CONTROTTED EOD EFFORT HAS
BEEN INITIATED TO MAKE BEST USE OF ALL AVAIL EOD PERSON-
NEL IN PRIORITY AREAS.
C. MEETINO HELD III MAF 29D806H ESTABTISHED PRIORITIES
FOR REPAIR EFFORTS, TASKED ALL AVAIL ENGR ASSETS, EST-
ABLISHED CONTROLS ON ISSUE OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS.
D. INTENSIVE MANAGEMENT IN-COUNTRY AMMO ASSETS CONTIN-
UING. INITIAL EST STROAGE CAF SHORTFALL OF 24,000
S/T IN I CORPS. THIS HQ INVESTIGAT NG ALL MEANS OF
RESTORING SIXORAGE CAP INCLUDING USE OF SHIPS AS FLOATING
STORAGE. ANMO ISSUE POINT IN OPERATION AI ASP-2.
E. R&R CENTER/TRAN FAC IN OPERATION ON AUSTERE BASIS
AT CHINABEACH. R&R FLIGHTS HAVE RESUMED.
F. EXPEDITIOSS EVACUATION OF THREATENED AREAS AND
AVAILABILITY OF BUNKERS CONSIDERED MAJOR FACTORS IN
LOW CASUALTY TOTALSBM
4. (S) INTERIM RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION
A. CAUSE. A WIND OF 13 KNOTS AND GUSTING FROM SE IO NW BLEW
SPARKS FROM A CIVILIAN TRASH DUMP SOUTH OF AND ACROSS THE ROAD
FROM THE ESP INTO A GRASS AREA OUTSIDE AND INSIDE THE ASP FENCE.
FIRE QUICKLY SPREAD INTO GRADE II AREA OF ASP WHERE WOODEN
CONTE NERS AND THREE PALLETS OF 3.5 WP ROCKETS LOCATED. APPROX
35 MEN IN ASAP AREA WERE IMMEDUATELY DISPATCHED TO AREA BUT
WERE UNABLE TO CONTAIN FIRE WITH WATER FROM BARRELS AND HAND
TOOLS. MEN WARE FORCED TO PULL BACK WHEN WF ROCKETS STARTED
EXPLOUING.
B. ADDITIONAL INSPECTIONS OF ALL ASP'S HAVE BEEN INIT ATED TO
ENSURE STRICTIADHERENCE TOTALL SAFETO PRECAUTION WITHIN THE
STORAGE SITE AND TO IDENTIFY AND ELIMINATE ALL POSSIBLE EXTERNAL
FIRE HAZARDS.
5. (C) OPERATIONS STATUS OK BASE FACILITIES AND EFFECT ON
M SSIOC. NO CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS ASP STTREPS.
UNQUOTE
GP-4

9(5)

9(5)
DECLASSIFIED
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e ~ -' • MAR,~fAg~~~15~~ FOR.~·¢ 7" 

UNCLASSIFIED mMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68) 

OPERATION CODE F'W, "t IDATE 
x- ORIGINATOR 

,.., 29 APR 69 
A- ACTION ICOGNIZANCE 

SEM1\TzHTROL DATE I 1,2,3 C-COMMENT/RECOMMENO~ON 
1- INFORMATION OF '4 RECD S-SIGNATURE 

DATE SUBJECT . 
~OUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL III • R -,TRANS' £NT CEtlT!R ., SRIO 

IN OUT 

CG REMAR~ 
DCG 

oeG AIR 
CIS 

DCIS 

DClS OM 

SIS 

G-I II?1'dfI-
G-2 

G-3 

G-4 
G-!5 

G-6 
ADJ 

CAP 

CHAP 

COMP 
CORDS 
DENT 

atVrRANS 

ENGR 

FOODS 
Has CO 

INSP 
ISO 

LEGAL 

MTO 

MED 

OPANAL- . 

ORO 'I!' 

PMO ' -- '. 

~~.-
POSTAL 

PROTO 
PSYOPS, 

REPRO .. .' 
0,,- .,. 

SPL SERV 

,SUPPLY' ",. 

sac 
.. 

", ,·f,"') :~.~. ,,;" 1.- .. , 
,. .' 

'-

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE UNCLASSIFIED~ t 6 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUA ERS
III MARINE AMPHISIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
DATEOPERATION CODE FROM
29 APR 69CG 111 MAFX- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
1,2,3SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

291332Z1- INFORMATION 4 COPIES RECDOFCOPY#S-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIAL R & R TRANSIENT CENTER & BRIGSECTION CODEROUTE
OUTIN

REMARKS 3CG
DCG

DCG AIR
C/S

DC/S

DC/S DM
S/S

MAG-1

G-2

G-3

G-4
G-5

G-6
ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP
CORDS
DENT

EMB/TRANS

ENGR
FOODS
HBSCO
INSP
ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
REPRO
SPL SERV
SUPPLY
sac

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE

UNCLASSIFIED 10#

DECLASSIFIED
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• • ... 

.. .. , '--'" 

.•. - ~~ 

UNCLAS & F T 0 
FOR BEN ABRA"S FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FREEDOM HILL R&R/TRANSI[NT CENTER AND BRIG 
1. THE FOLLOWING IS AN uPDATE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION 
AT TM1: SUBJiCT FACILIT I.ES. MGEN YOUHnALE CONVENED A CON­
'ERENCE TODAY TO ESTABLISH MRIORlT lES or EFFORT FOR RECON­
stRUCT ION REQUIRED THROUGHOUT THE DANANG AR[A •. T HIS MESSAGE 
IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE YOU 50M£ SPECIFIC INFORMAT ION RELAT IVE 
TO THE SuBJ[CT FACILITIES. 
2. THE luna HAS SuFF!RI£D· CONSIDERAB1.E DAMAGE AND EOD 'ERSON­
N[l HAVE GIVEN ITS CLEARANCE A HIGH PH IORITY SO THAT PRECISE 
RECONSTRUCTION REQUIREM!NTS CAN BE DETERMINED AT THE EARLIEST. 
PRISONERS (3.53) ARE CuRR£NTL Y CONFINED AT FLC, AND POW' S (32) 
ARE LOCKED uP AT NSA HOSPITAL. wE ANTICIPATE DISPATCHING 39 
QCM (Df) OR 8CD AACA) PRISONERS TO CONUS WITHIN A FEW DAYS, 
AND ARE MAKING A MVAXIMUM EFFORT TO HAVE CO~"ANDERS RESTORE 
AS MANY AS PRACTICABLE TO DUTY. 
~. THE NEW TRANSIIN1SARRAClS wERE EITHtR DESTROYED OR REN-
DiRED COf'JPLtT!LY UNSAfE FOR HABItATION, AND THEIR CONDITION IS 
PROBABL.Y WELL BiYOND rU:PAIR. DEMOLITION AND REBUILD APPEARS 
AS ONLY RECOURSi. THE R&R tERMINAL, TRANSIENT TERM INAL AND 
LourUiI SUFFER&;D SEVERE DAMAGE, THEIR FUTURE CAN BE DECIDED 
OallY'Y THOROUGH ENGINEER INSPECTION. ONLY LIGHT TO l'lODJ;RATi 
D ABAtil wits SUST AIlED. iV TXE N[SSHAJ.;.L AMI) ntl OLD JUti IARRAeK~ 
·WKl&If,.IJfltIALl.Y "nAl TO PtlSSLBLY BI USAIL.t w11M 80"£ REFURBISH· 
ftEtil. . 
.,eAT Rif:DOM HILL. ALL BUILDINGS SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAfi. IN 
.O~3r CASES. AT BEST ONl.Y THE FRAMES REKAINAS SALVAGIASLi:, WH'M 
MOO's. SU~,;~. ANI) I'91ltOft FRANf; Nf.:.MBERB BADLY IATTiR!Dlfll) S[NT.I 
tXCHANG! tttHcHAfftHSr LOSS .IS lNIlIAJ,;I;.)' .!II .. lJ!A1ED. - A1'. 7b. "'., ~~'.' L 

. . .' ,..m'f '.'. . •• It.· 11a .. 
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UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FREEDOM HILL R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER AND BRIG
1. THE FOLLOWING IS AN UPDATE OF THE CURRENT SITUATION
AT THE SUBJECT FACILITIES. MGEN YOUNGDALE CONVENED A CON-
FERENCE TODAY TO ESTABLISH MRIORITIES OF EFFORT FOR RECON-
STRUCTION REQUIRED THROUGHOUT THE DANANG AREA. THIS MESSAGE
IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE YOU SOME SPECIFIC INFORMATION RELATIVE
TO THE SUBJECT FACILITIES.
2. THE BRIG HAS SUFFERED CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE AND EOD PERSON-
NEL HAVE GIVEN ITS CLEARANCE A HIGH PRIORITY SO THAT PRECISE
RECONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS CAN BE DETERMINED AT THE EARLIEST.
PRISONERS (333) ARE CURRENTLY CONFINED AT FLC, AND POW'S (32)
ARE LOCKED UP AT NSA HOSPITAL. WE ANTICIPATE DISPATCHING 39
GCM (DD OR BCD AACA) PRISONERS TO CONUS WITHIN A FEW DAYS,
AND ARE MAKING A MVAXIMUM EFFORT TO HAVE COMMANDERS RESTORE
AS MANY AS PRACTICABLE TO DUTY.
3. THE NEW TRANSIENT BARRACKS WERE EITHER DESTROYED OR REN-
DERED COMPLETELY UNSAFE FOR HABITATION, AND THEIR CONDITION IS
PROBABLY WELL BEYOND REPAIR. DEMOLITION AND REBUILD APPEARS
AS ONLY RECOURSE. THE R&R TERMINAL, TRANSIENT TERMINAL AND
LOUNGE SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE, THEIR FUTURE CAN BE DECIDED
0NLY BY THOROUGH ENGINEER INSPECTION. ONLY LIGHT TO MODERATE
DAMAGE WAS SUSTAINED BY THE NESSMALL AND THE OLD R&R BARRACKS
WHICH INITIALLY APPEAR TO POSSIBLY BE USABLE WITH SOME REFURBISH-
MENT.
4. AT REEDOM HILL ALL BUILDINGS SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE. IN
MOST CASES, AT BEST ONLY THE FRAMES REMAIN AS SALVAGEABLE, WITH
ROOFS, SIDES, AND MINOR FRAME MEMBERS BADLY BATTERED AND BENT.
EXCHANGE MERCHANDISE LOSS IS INITIALLY ESTIMATED AT 75,000 DOLLARS

COMPLEX 13 PRESENTLY UNUSABLE SECURED. TINELY EVACUA
ENTER LOSS OF LIFT, WHILE FLYING ORDERANCE AND SEGURITY

SIGNIFICANT PELFERAGE at BOTH curties.
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WILL BE AIU.t.· TO HANDLE MORE ON "A SHORT .. T IM[ TEMPORARY" 
IASIS.ISA HAS ALSO PROVIDED US 2fH' EMERGENCY SPACES AT TIEN 
SMA. WE EXPECT ALL RIR AttDtRANSIENT FLIGHTS DEPARTIN.(t 2,9, APRIL 
AND THEREAFTER TO BE PROCESSED, LOADED AND lHSl'An:MED ON 
SCKEDUL.i: AND wITHOUt l>ELAY. WEARE DEV[L'OPINS TKE EPiERQ£NCY 
lEMPORARYSITUATlON AT CHINA BEACH WITH THE CONSIDERATION THAT 
IT WIL~ HAVE TO Bt OUR PRIMARY R&R AND/Ofl TRANSIENT FACILITY, 
FOR SOMI: TIMi. AT LEAst UNTIL WE CAN RESURRECT THE OLD BARRACKS 
AID MESSKALL AT THE CRlft/tRANSIENT CENtER AS A PARTIAL CAPACITY. 
THIS' PRtSENTS A MOST UNDESIRA8LE S11UAl ~ON IN TH.AT THE CHINA 
'EACH FAtalITY ISSOR£l;Y MElDED AS AN IN-COUNTRY R"R SITE. AS 
VILL AS It DAtIli'll RECRIAtlOI AREA. 1 AP1IViRY CONCERNED OVER THE 
SERIOUS SHORTAGE Q'SUCM SITES, NOV AND FOR. nil; FuTURE .. WE ARE 
CONSIDER 18GTKlS SlTUA'f 101 NOT GNt Y FOR ·tijE IH,NANG ARtA, But FOR 
In DI\1iSlOlt AREAS AS VlLl.. J"!)w~Yl:ftt __ 1 Ht -"A-ULcoaCER rt 1ST it&:-
1$ THE DAHANG AREA DUE TO ITS AFFILIZATION WItH THE EHTREPOT 
~CTIVITlts AT DANA8G AS. WE WILL SIVli wlDts! CONSIDERAtION 
~o ALL FACETS OF THE PROBLEM. wE WILL [vtN GIVE CONSIDERATION 
r 0 MOV INS TKE 'REiDOM MILL MECREAT ION COMPLEX, R&R/tRANSIEHT 
eitHER TO CHINA BEACH U·. AS WE SUSPEct AT THIS EARL Y STAGE, 
T Itl; MAJOR lTY 0' TWOSE Ji'ACILlt liS ARE BIYOND SALVASE. SUCH A 
DECISION HOWEVER COULD OILY FOLLOW A COMPLETE ENGINEER STUDY 
I OICLUO ING CONSIDERAT ION OF SALVAGE'AILE ASSETS (K. G. UNDERiROUND 
UTILITIES, GRADING, LOCATION, ETC.). wE WOULD DRASTICALLY EX­
PAND THE BEACH F'RONTAG.t TO CREATE AN IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER 
(WITH NACV AID). BuT UNDER ANY CIRCUMstANCES PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
DAY 'ACILIT 11:S SINCE WI: ARE DANGEROUSLY OVEIt--cJrOwllED IN -nus· -­
CATESOftYOF RECREATION 'ACILITIES. AT ANY EVENT, AS YOU CAN 
WELL APPR.iCIATE, THE PRESENT EM£RGENCY uT lLI2:AT ION OF THE 
CHINA BEACH FACILITY IS STRICTLY A MAK£-SHIF,I .E.MEJHJENCY 
MEASURE. WE MUST FIND A "EAMS TO RE·BUILD ttl! 'RiEPOM KIlt 
RECREATION AND R&R/TRANSl!NT CENTER COMPLEXES ASAP, ON EITHER 
tURRE.NI SITIS OR It NEw LOCATION TGB! DETERMINED. THE NEED 
IS OBVIOUS AMD URGENT, AND WE MAY NEED YOUR HELP. -#- iDr:¥ , .. 
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CENTERhas WHICH
COMPLETELY

BURKS, AREHAVE EMERGENCY
MESSING AND WILL BE ABLE TO HANDLE MORE ON A SHORT-TIME TEMPORARY
BASIS. NSA HAS ALSO PROVIDED US 200 EMERGENCY SPACES AT TIEN
SHA. WE EXPECT ALL R&R AND TRANSIENT FLIGHTS DEPARTING 29 APRIL
AND THEREAFTER TO BE PROCESSED, LOADED AND DISPATCHED ON
SCHEDULE AND WITHOUT DELAY. WE ARE DEVELOPING THE EMERGENCY
TEMPORARY SITUATION AT CHINA BEACH WITH THE CONSIDERATION THAT
IT WILL HAVE TO BE OUR PRIMARY R&R AND/OR TRANSIENT FACILITY
FOR SOME TIME, AT LEAST UNTIL WE CAN RESURRECT THE OLD BARRACKS
AND MESSHALL AT THE CR&R/TRANSIENT CENTER AS A PARTIAL CAPACITY.
THIS PRESENTS A MOST UNDESIRABLE SITUATION IN THAT THE CHINA
BEACH FACILITY IS SORELY NEEDED AS A N IN-COUNTRY R&R SITE, AS
WELL AS A DAYTIME RECREATION AREA. 1 AM VERY CONCERNED OVER THE
SERIOUS SHORTAGE OF SUCH SITES, NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE. WE ARE
CONSIDERING THIS SITUATION NOT ONLY FOR THE DANANG AREA, BUT FOR
THE DIVISION AREAS AS WELL. HOWEVER, THE MAIN CONCERN IS THE
IS THE DANANG AREA DUE TO ITS AFFILIZATION WITH THE ENTREPOT
ACTIVITIES AT DANANG AB. WE WILL GIVE WIDEST CONSIDERATION
TO ALL FACETS OF THE PROBLEM. WE WILL EVEN GIVE CONSIDERATION
TO MOVING THE FREEDOM HILL RECREATION COMPLEX, R&R/TRANSIENT
CENTER TO CHINA BEACH IF, AS WE SUSPECT AT THIS EARLY STAGE,
THE MAJORITY OF THOSE FACILITIES ARE BEYOND SALVAGE. SUCH A
DECISION HOWEVER COULD ONLY FOLLOW A COMPLETE ENGINEER STUDY
INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF SALVAGEABLE ASSETS (E.G. UNDERGROUND
UTILITIES, GRADING, LOCATION, ETC.). WE WOULD DRASTICALLY EX-
PAND THE BEACH FRONTAGE TO CREATE AN IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER
(WITH MACV AID); BUT UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDE ADEQUATE
DAY FACILITIES SINCE WE ARE DANGEROUSLY OVER-CROWDED IN THIS
CATEGORY OF RECREATION FACILITIES. AT ANY EVENT, AS YOU CAN
WELL APPRECIATE, THE PRESENT EMERGENCY UTILIZATION OF THE
CHINA BEACH FACILITY IS STRICTLY A MAKE-SHIFI EMERGENCY
MEASURE. WE MUST FIND A MEANS TO RE-BUILD THE FREEDOM HILL
RECREATION AND R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER COMPLEXES ASAP, ON EITHER
CURRENT SITES OR A NEW LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED. THE NEED

# 10(2)IS OBVIOUS AND URGENT, AND WE MAY NEED YOUR HELP.
900
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III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
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SEC R F. T NOFOP N SECT ION ONE OF Tl,IO 

-

PEPSONAL FOR GEN, ~BR~MS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON, 
RICE C~CHF. DISCOVERIES IN t:lllANG N~M PROVINCE JtJNn~RY-F"E8RIlf1RY 
1969 ~,Nf) Tl-{E, PROBLEM OF FEED RESOURCE CONTROL I N I CORPS. (C) 
11,. COrvJnSMACV LTR ~AC.J0~ DTD ,,0 ~PR ,969. 

,1. (S/NOFORN) 16M ",ITH PEl' to, TJ.fE FOLLOt.rING INFOJHr~~TION IS SuB­
MI TTE:n. AS YOlT VNOI." "l,tE Ht'VE BEEN "CTIVELY PnRSpING THE MAJOR 
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIES A-ND THE PROBLEM OF FOOl) RESOnRCE CONTROL 
IN ICTI SINCE ,'A~hIARY OF THIS YEt.R. THE FOLlOI"ING IS /I, CHRONOL_ 
OGrCAL PFSnflr1E OF THE M6JOR EVENTS II,HICH HAVE TR~NSPlp.En IN THE 
P~ST FEW ~ONTHS ON THIS M~TTER: ' 

A. ON 11 .JANpt\RY 196:9, THE 2ND ROK Mt'RINE BRIGtd)E TlNCOvERED 
to M~,JOR Rlr:~ CACHE EXCEEDING ,,00 TONS IN "'TI~NG NtlM PROVINCE. THE 
MA NY nNUSU tiL FE,~T"RFS IolH Iel-{ SIlRR 0,,1\1T) ED THE EST ttBLI SHME NT OF THIS 
CACHE EXCITFn PtlRT!CnLAR INTEREST, ~ND~CCORDINGLY, TJ-!EG_~ OF III 
"'AS DIPECTED TO PREP~RE fJ, DET~ILEJ) REPORT ON THIS SnBJECT. 

B. THl4: REPORT 1,'HIC~ THE G." P'REP~REl) IS TOO VOLIlMINO"S TO BE 
c\IIOTEl) IN ITS ENTIRETY, HOlt/EVER, THE MAJOR F'INl)INGS CONCERNING 
THIS C,~CHE MERE THESE: . 

0) THE RICE r:ACHE SITE "'AS qN'1SllflL IN TH6TIT H~l) BEEN 
R,ffiIED IN AN OPEN FIELD IN ~ SERIES OF SHaLLO", TRENCHES wITHIN 
THE ROv ~ARINE BRIG~DE'S NORMAL AO. 

(~) THE VAST MAJORITY OF' THE RICE F'OnND l,IITHIN THE 
C~,CHE SITE tl!~S IDENTIFIEn ~s HflVING BEFN OF II.S. GRO,.,TH AND 
r:ONT,6INED lIIIT~IN Bt\GS OF n.S. ~1ANIJFACTT1RE. HOMEVF:R, THE MA­
JOR lTY OF THE B"c3S HAD BEEN OPENED AND' A CERT ~IN tt!y)OuNT OF 
VN RICE MIXED !<lITH THE n.S. RICE BEFORE THE BbGS ",ERE CLOSED 
ONE MORE. 

C. AS IT MAS ~PPAR~NT TH~r THE RI'CE DISCOVERED IN THIS 
CACHE 1"AS OF ~ TYPE CO!Y)MONL Y SOLD BY THE tI. S. TO GUN, THE 
NEXT STEP TDKEN BY III ~AF WAS TO ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE HO", 
THIS P, ICE Hl1D ARRIVED AT T1{E C,AC1{E SITE. DEP CORDS I II MAF 
lIlA 5 CALLED INTO OnP INVESTIG~TION A.T THIS POINT AND SEVERAL 
DIFFERENT L~S}{S t.]ERE SIMl1LT,ANEOpSLY PTtRSUED~ MR. FRANCIS L'. 
BARNETT, SENIOR PSD, !CTZ HAS CALLED IN AND RE('HESTFl) TO DE­
TERMINE THROUGH HIS POLICE ttDYISORS IN '-'HANG NA~ PROVINCE IF' 
~NY INFORMATION COI~l) BE OBTAINED wHICH MIGHT S~RVE TO CLARI_ 
FY THJ;; ISSl,IE. SECONDLY, MR. FRED F. EUBANvS, CHIEF LOGISTICS 
DI\1ISIO~J F'OR COPJ2$ III MAF, IITft,S REt:1f1ESTFD TO PROVInE FIIRTHER 
IMfi'OR~ATION CONCERNING THE GVN H'ANnLING OF' S'HIPMENTS oF' RICE 
INF'O I CORPS. THF PI1RPOSE HERE hfAS TO I\TTEMPT TO DETERMINE 
If I II Of RECEI PTS ~I GHT EXIST TaJHH~H COuLD POSSIBL YRELATE 

,'!!II!! 111M!: C NY . I' , 
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0 300644Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO SSO COMISSMACV
ZEM
S E C R F. T NOFORN SECTION ONE OF TWO
PEPSONAL FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIES IN CHANG NAM PROVINCE

1969 AND THE PROBLEM OF FEED RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. (C)

A. COMISMACV LTR MACJOO DID 20 APR 1969.
1. (S/NOFORN) IAW WITH REF A THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SnB-
MITTED. AS YOU KNOW, ME HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY PIRSHING THE MAJOR
RICE CACHE DISCOVERIES AND THE PROBLEM OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL
IN ICTZ SINCE JANUARY OF THIS YEAR. THE FOLLOWING IS A CHRONOL.

OGICAL RESUME OF THE MAJOR EVENTS WHICH HAVE TRANSPIRED IN THE

PAST FEW MONTHS ON THIS MATTER:
A. ON 11 JANUARY 1969, THE 2ND ROK MARINE BRIGADE INCOVERED

A MAJOR RICE CACHE EXCEEDING 200 TONS IN AUANG NAM PROVINCE. THE

MANY UNISUAL FEATURES WHICH SURROINDED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS

CACHE EXCITED PARTICULAR INTEREST, AND ACCORDINGLY, THE G-2 OF III MAF

WAS DIRECTED TO PREPARE A DETAILED REPORT ON THIS SHBJECT.
B. THE REPORT WHICH THE G-9 PREPARED IS TOO VOLUMINOUS TO BE

SHOTED IN ITS ENTIRETY, HOMEVER, THE MAJOR FINDINGS CONCERNING
THIS CACHE WERE THESE:

(1) THE RICE CACHE SITE WAS UNISUAL IN THAT IT HAD BEEN
PHRIED IN AN OPEN FIELD IN A SERIES OF SHALLOW TRENCHES WITHIN
THE ROY MARINE BRIGADE'S NORMAL AO.

()) THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE RICE FOUND WITHIN THE
CACHE SITE WAS IDENTIFIED AS HAVING BEEN OF "..S. GROWTH AND
CONTAINED WITHIN BAGS OF n.S. MANUFACTURE. HOWEVER, THE MA-
JORITY OF THE BAGS HAD BEEN OPENED AND A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF
VN RICE MIXED WITH THE U.S. RICE BEFORE THE BAGS WERE CLOSED
ONE MORE.

C. AS IT WAS APPARENT THAT THE RICE DISCOVERED IN THIS
CACHE WAS OF A TYPE COMMONLY SOLD BY THE n.s. TO GVN, THE
NEXT STEP TAKEN BY III MAF WAS TO ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE HO
THIS PICE HAD ARRIVED AT THE CACHE SITE. DEP CORDS III MAF
WAS CALLED INTO OnR INVESTIGATION AT THIS POINT AND SEVERAL
DIFFERENT TASKS WERE SIMILTANEO,SLY PIRSUED. MR. FRANCIS L.

BARNETT, SENIOR PSD, ICTZ WAS CALLED IN AND REQUESTED TO DE-
TERMINE THROUGH HIS POLICE ADVISORS IN ATTA NG NAM PROVINCE IF
ANY INFORMATION COMLD BE OBTAINED WHICH MIGHT SERVE TO CLARI-
FY THE ISSNE. SECONDLY, MR. FRED F. EUBANKS, CHIEF LOGISTICS
DIVISION FOR CORDS III MAF, WAS REQUESTED TO PROVIDE FURTHER
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE GV N HANDLING OF SHIPMENTS OF RICE
INFO I CORPS. THE PURPOSE HERE WAS TO ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE
IF A CHAIN OF RECEIPTS MIGHT EXIST WHICH CONLD POSSIBLY RELATE

IN THE CACHE wITH ANY WHOLESALER OF RET

(1)
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D. ALTHOnPH BOTH MR. BARNETT AND MR. E"BANwS HERE MOST 
HELPF'UL, THEIR EFF'ORTS I)In NOT PROVIDE uS ",ITH oNY EVIDENCE 
"Hlr:H COI1LD BE nrILIZEn TO FnRTHER ~J)VANCE THIS INVESTIGATION. 
WHbT HAS l)FTERMINPT), HOMEVER, I.Tt'.S THAT 6N -~IMOSPHERE OF' MUT1IAL 
DISTPi,ST EXISTED BFTh'FEN THF GVN OFFICIALS IN ~n6NG NAM PRO­
VINCE ,6r..ll) THE KOREAMS. SECONDLY, IT lij~S DETERf'IlINED TH~T THE 
PRESENT SYSTEM OF FOOD RESOnRCF CONTROL IN I CORPS LEFT TOO 
MilCH TO 8ft: DESIRED IN TH~T NO SYSTEM EXISTED t~HtCH ",OnLD ~D_ 
Er.H1ATFLY CONTROL Tl1E DISTRIB"TION OF' F'OO!) SO AS TO RI!ASONABLY 
INSllPE TH~t FOObST"FF'S ",0nLti-s-EPRECLUDE-U FROM F'~[LING INTO 
THE H~NDS OF' THE VIF.:T CONG. 

E. 1)!1 RING T HIS PER I OD f:" M EF TIN G '" 6 S H EUl 
AT THE HE6Dr.lTJf.lRTERS OF THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION ON ,,8 JANflARY 
19~9. MGEN SII'tlPSON,THE DIVISION COMMANDER, LTCOL LE TRI TIN, 
PROVINCE CHIEF' OF' r:lITANG NAM PROVINCE, AND SELECTED MENSERS OF' 
THE FIRST DIVISION ~ND PROVINCE ADVISORY STAFF'S t.JERE PRESENT. 
AGAI N THE SnB,lECT OF' FOOD RESOURCE CONTR OL !"AS D ISCIlSSED BY 
COL TIN ,~ND THE THRttST OF HIS REMARKS MADE IT CLE~R THAT COL 
TIN IJIt~S PRIM~RILY CONCERNED Ii/ITH THE nNAUTHORIZEJ) TRANSHIP_ 
MENT OF' F'OODSTnF'F'S BY KOREAN TRpCKS. NO EVIDnJCE t"AS PROVIDED 
BY COL TIN IN'StlPPORT OF' THIS ALLEGATION. 
GP-t. -s 
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D. ALTHOUGH BOTH MR. BARNETT AND MR. EMBANKS WERE MOST
HELPFUL, THEIR EFFORTS DID NOT PROVIDE US wITH ANY EVIDENCE
WHICH COMLD BE UTILIZED TO FURTHER ADVANCE THIS INVESTIGATION,WHAT WAS DETERMINED, HOWEVER, WAS THAT AN ATMOSPHERE OF MUTIALDISTRIST EXISTED BETWEEN THE GVN OFFICIALS IN ALLANG NAM PRO-
VINCE AND THE KOREAMS. SECONDLY, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE
PRESENT SYSTEM OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS LEFT TOO
MICH TO BE DESIRED IN THAT NO SYSTEM EXISTED WHICH WOULD AD-
EQUATELY CONTROL THE DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD SO AS TO REASONABLYINSURE THAT FOODSTHFFS WOULD BE PRECLUDED FROM FALLING INTO
THE HANDS OF THE VIET CONG.

E. DURING THIS PERIOD A MEETING WAS HELD
AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION ON 28 JANUARY
1969. MGEN SIMPSON, THE DIVISION COMMANDER, LICOL LE TRI TIN,PROVINCE CHIEF OF AHANG NAM PROVINCE, AND SELECTED MENBERS OFTHE FIRST DIVISION AND PROVINCE ADVISORY STAFFS WERE PRESENT.
AGAIN THE SUB,IECT OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL WAS DISCUSSED BY
COL TIN AND THE THRIIST OF HIS REMARKS MADE IT CLEAR THAT COLTIN WAS PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH THE INAUTHORIZED TRANSHIP_MENT OF FOODSTHFFS BY KOREAN TRUCKS. NO EVIDENCE WAS PROVIDED
BY COL TIN IN SUPPORT OF THIS ALLEGATION.
GP-4
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SEC RET "OFORN FINaL SECTION OF' 11.,0 
PERSON~L fOR GEN ABRAMS F'ROM LTGEN NIC1(ERSON 
RICE C~CHE T)ISCOVERIE:S IN (.:IlIANG N~M PROVINCE J~N1fllR.Y-F'EBR"ARY' 
19€9 ANn THE PROBl.EM OF' F'EED RESOqRCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. (C) 
lI. COMttSM~r.V LTR I'l1~CJ01) DTD ?0APR 19'69. (CONT"D) 

F'. ON .,9 J~ NT!(lRY 1969 F'I1RTHER D ISC"SSIONS HERE HELT) BE_ 
TMFEN ,III MAF' ~ND F'IRST MARINE nIVISION REPRESENTATIVES. AT 
THIS·TIMF IT ~AS CONCLUDED THAT ~HILE IT ~AS APPARENT 'THAT 
SER IOnS MllTTlAL D I STPUST EXI STED BET,,'EEN THE- R OK M ~R INES AND 
THE GVM (,'lUANG NAM PROVINCE ADVISORS, THERE "'liS NO HARD EVIDENCE 
AVAILABLE !!IHICH COnLD REL4TE THE KOREANS TO THE EST~BLISHMENT 
OF THIS RICE CACHE. IN THE aBSENCE OF HARD EVIDENCE IT WAS 
COF\lCLnDEn TH~T A CONTINpED PROBING OF ntIS MaTTER MIGHT EASILY 
RESuLT IN INTERNftTIONAL COMPLICATIONS THE MAGNITt~E OF' ~HICH 
MIGHT NOT BE CONTROLLABLE. HO\1EVER, SHOnLD NEI,f EVIDENCE BE 
H~JEtlRTHED t;THICH COULD PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF' THE COMPLICITY OF 
ONE OR MORE PARTIES, REGARDLESS OF' ~TIONALITY, THE INVESTI_ 
GATION SHanL!) BE REOPENED. 

G. IN ~DDITION, IT MAS FELT THAT HHILE TP.E CONTROL OF THE 
MOVEMENT OF SnPPLI ES BY A SYSTEM OF' CHF.CK PO H1TS M 18 HT BE HELP. 
F'uL, IT MOnLD NOT GET AT THE HEART OF' THE PROBLEM. THE ESSEN. 
TIAL PROBLEM t"AS THAT OF' INADEnrlATE COMMOD ITY CONTROL OVER FOOD 
RESOpRCES IN I CORPS. tiS THIS MATTER IS ONE OF' EXCLIfSIVE CO[lL 
TR OL Y T4E GVN, THE PR OBLEM ttTAS ONE MHICH TR ~ NSCENDED I CORPS 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND hlO,~D NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE RESOLVED ON 
THE M~CV/aMBASSADORIAL LEVEL. 

H. ON ., FERRIIARY ,969, A SECOND L6RGE RICE C~CHE MlIS DIS. 
COVERED IN SOnTHERN (,'lnANG NAI't1 BY THE 7TH M~RINE' REGIMENT. 
~HILE BY NO MEaNS OF' SIMILAR SIZE, IT WAS ~ L~RGE CaCHE OF' 
fY'ORE TYAN 6!} TON t>Nl) DISPLAYED THE SAME nN"SUAL CHARACTERIS. 
TICS CONCERNING THE METHOD OF CONCEALMENT IofHICH ",ERE NOTEl) IN 
THE ORIGINAL KORE~N RICE C~CHE. IN ADDITION, IT WAS ONLY NINE 

1 ,'ILOrvtETERS mOM THE' FIRST RI CE C~CHE. THIS C~CHE "tAS ALSO 
CAREF'TlLLY INVES'TIGt\TJ:i'D BY III MAF. AFTER SIFTING ~·l.,L AVAILABLE EVIDENCE j IT ·!.fAS DETERMINED TH6T NO CONCLlfSIONS COnLO BE R!f.:4CHEDCONCER. 

( NING THE PERSON OR Pl<:RSO~lS RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS EST~BLISHMENT. 

iil

i . I. {!S (J RESpLT OF THE OEVELOPMENTS ',THICH Ht\l) OCC"RRFD 
OVER THE PERIOn j' ,J~N!T,6RY-? FEBRnr.RY 1969, fI COMPLETE REVIE,., 
OF' HI': PROBLEM OF' F'OOn RESO"RCE CO~)TOL IN f.\n~NG N"M PROVINCE 
WAS PREPARED Y THE III M~F STAFF. . 

1· J. THE CONCLtISION Rl!:llCHED BY III M~,F ON 14 FEBRTl,ARY 1969 
( ~S A RESnLT OF THIS REV!E'~f 1,16.5 T40T l"lFPlITY FOR CORT)S II! MAr 
\ SHOt/LD BE. TASKED tJITH THE RESPONSIBILITY F'OR PROVIDING RECOM_ 
~ _ ~6~DAJ~O~S Ji"O~ IMPROVING THE EXISTltVG SYSTEM or roOD RI!:Sotlt\:;C[, . 
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F. ON 29 JANUARY 1969 FIRTHER DISCUSSIONS WERE HELD BE_
TWEEN III MAF AND FIRST MARINE DIVISION REPRESENTA TIVES. AT
THIS. TIME IT WAS CONCLUDED THAI WHILE IT WAS APPARENT THAT
SERIOMS MUTHAL DISTRIST EXISTED BETWEEN THE ROK MARINES AND
THE GVN AUANG NAM PROVINCE ADVISORS, THERE WAS NO HARD EVIDENCE
AVAILABLE WHICH COULD RELATE THE KOREANS TO THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF THIS RICE CACHE. IN THE ABSENCE OF HARD EVIDENCE IT WAS
CONCLUDED THAT A CONTINUED PROBING OF THIS MATTER MIGHT EASILY
RESULT IN INTERNATIONAL COMPLICATIONS THE MAGNITUDE OF WHICH
MIGHT NOT BE CONTROLLABLE. HOWEVER, SHOULD NEW EVIDENCE BE
UNEARTHED WHICH COULD PROVIDE EVIDENCE OF THE COMPLICITY OF
ONE OR MORE PARTIES, REGARDLESS OF ATIONALITY, THE INVESTI-
GATION SHOULD BE REOPENED.

G. IN ADDITION, IT WAS FELT THAT WHILE THE CONTROL OF THE
MOVEMENT OF SUPPLIES BY A SYSTEM OF CHECK POINTS MIGHT BE HELP_
FuL, IT WOULD NOT GET AT THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM. THE ESSEN_
TIAL PROBLEM WAS THAT OF INADEQUATE COMMODITY CONTROL OVER FOOD
RESOURCES IN I CORPS. AS THIS MATTER IS ONE OF EXCLUSIVE CON_
TR OL Y THE GVN, THE PROBLEM WAS ONE WHICH TRANSCENDED I CORPS
RESPONSIBILITIES AND MOULD NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE RESOLVED ON
THE MACV/AMBASSADORIAL LEVEL.

H. ON 2 FEBRUARY 1969, A SECOND LARGE RICE CACHE WAS DIS_
COVERED IN SOUTHERN DUANG NAM BY THE 7TH MARINE REGIMENT.
WHILE BY NO MEANS OF SIMILAR SIZE, IT WAS A LARGE CACHE OF
MORE THAN 62 TON AND DISPLAYED THE SAME INNISUAL CHARACTERIS-
TICS CONCERNING THE METHOD OF CONCEALMENT WHICH WERE NOTED IN
THE ORIGINAL KOREAN RICE CACHE. IN ADDITION, IT WAS ONLY NINE
VILOMETERS FROM THE FIRST RICE CACHE. THIS CACHE WAS ALSO
CAREFULLY INVESTIGATED BY III MAF. AFTER SIFTING ALL AVAILABLE EVIDENCE
IT WAS DETERMINED THAT NO CONCLUSIONS COMLD BE REACHED CONCER.
NING THE PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS ESTABLISHMENT.

I. AS A RESULT OF THE DEVELOPMENTS WHICH HAD OCCURRED
OVER THE PERIOD 11 JANUARY-, FEBRUARY 1969, A COMPLETE REVIEW
OF HE PROBLEM OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTOL IN SHANG NAM PROVINCE
WAS PREPARED Y THE III MAF STAFF.

J. THE CONCLISSION REACHED BY III MAF ON 14 FEBRUARY 1969AS A RESULT OF THIS REVIEW WAS THAT DEPITY FOR CORDS III MAFSHOULD BE TASKED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR PROVIDING RECOM_
MENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING THE EXISTING SYSTEM OF FOOD RESOURCECONTR I CORPS.
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J(. ON 18 FEBRnt\RY 1969 MR. GORDON ARMSTRONG, THE nSAID, 
INVESTIGATION TEAM CHIEF' I"t1ET ~'ITH THE III MAl" STAFF' F'OR TME 
PIlRPOSE OF' DISCnSSING THE RICE,C6CHES IN T)ETAIL. AT THE CO"_ 
CluSION OF THESF. n rSCUSSIONS A REt:\HEST l.fAS M(lDE BY nSA ID FOR 
A COpy OF OUR F'OOD RESOflRCF: CONTROL INVESTIG~TIO[l1. fJ COpy OF' 
nns INVESTIGI\TION ',JAS RELElISED TO OEP CORDS III MAI;- F'OR nSE 
AS~ BACKGRDuND -"'08 THE __ .US,6In.- HWESTTGt;T rON TE~fI1. IT '" AS MAD E -
ClEi\R ~T Tins' TIME TO Df.P C.ORDS 'TH~'t INr.ORMATIO-~.r-r.ONCERNH1G 
THE POSSIBLE INVOlVF:!'f1ENT 0'" GVN OR !TURD COnNTRY PERSONNEL 
HJ THE ESTABLISHMENT OF' Tl-lIS CACHE SHOnLn NOT BE RELE~SED as 
THEY REPRESENTED ALLEGATIONS THAT COnLD NOT BE PROVED AND THAT 
RELEASE OF INF'ORMlITIONOF Tl-lIS ~ATr~E CO,~D BE MOST DElFTERI_ 
OpS TO ARV~!/F'!.fM~F' RELATIO~lSHIPS I N I CORPS. 
2. (S/NOFORN) THIS, IN SuMMARY, ARE TI-{E lUGHlIG4TS OF' THE 
RICE CAr.l-lE PROBlE!'" ,~ND ITS RELtlTIOr.,lSHIP, ~S !;IE SEE IT, ",ITY 
THE PR OBLFM OF' FOOD RFSO",RCE CONTR OL IN I CORPS. I \.! ILL 
PROVIDE UND ER SEP ~R ,e.TE COVER f. COpy OF MY FOOT) RESOpT? CE CON_ 
TROL STnnv IN "IIANG NAM FOR YO"R MORE T)ET~)LET) PERnS"L OF THE 
PPOBl.fM. IN ",DDITION; " COpy Of T4[ PICE Ct\CHE INVFSTIGt:TIONS 
,.,IlL ~LSO BE FOR!.!t8DED YOn. B.1SED ·"PON.THESE STpDIFS I HAVE 
Tt\ t<E N"CTI ON TO RESOLVl' THE PROBLEMS OF' F'OOT) RESOoReE CONTROL 
H' I CORPS. . 
3. (S/NOF'OPN) THIS RFPRESENTS fJ RESpME OF' T4E IMVESTIGtlTION 
~5 OF' THIS Dt:TE. I AM CONTINpING TO PuPSnE THIS M~TTER ALONG 
THE LINES NOTED. IN YOIIR RECENT LETTER. H01.rEVF'R, ,65 IT IS OB­
VIOpSlY A MOST SENSITIVE ISSHE, I BELIEVE THIS IS ~N ~RE~ IN 
MUlCH ME' MttST MAKE H.~STF: SLOT,ILY. I !.tIll KEEP YOn INFORMED AS 
TO THE PESnLTS OF fI1Y FURTHER lNVESTIG ATION ~S IT PROGRESSES. 
4. RELATED TO THE ABOVE, I HAVE BEEN GIVEN A COpy OF' ~ 
PAPER F'ROM THE POlAD/DANANG (MACK) TO POL/S~IGON 
(THORNE) D~TED ~{.~PR69. THE SUBJ IS "OVERVIE\" OF "NT) 

ROy M,e.RINE BR IGADE ACTIVITIES JAN68.APR69 IN (.'liltiNG NAM 
PROVINCE". I ",ILL FPR11l1RT.) YOu A COpy OF' THE P~PER, 
MEANI,'HILE, I'M TRYING TO SORT OllT FACTS "NT.) OPINIONS. .1F-(/(~J 
GP-l 
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K. ON 18 FEBRIJARY 1969 MR. GORD ON ARMSTRONG, THE NSAID
INVESTIGATION TEAM CHIEF MET WITH THE III MAF STAFF FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING THE RICE CACHES IN DETAIL. AT THE CON_
CLUSION OF THESE DISCUSSIONS A REAUEST WAS MADE BY ISSID FOR
A COPY OF OUR FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL INVESTIGATION. A COPY OF
THIS INVESTIGATION WAS RELEASED TO DEP CORDS III MAF FOR 11SE
AS BACKGROUND FOR THE USAID INVESTIGATION TEAM. IT WAS MADE
CLEAR AI THIS TIME TO DEP CORDS THAT INFORMATION CONCERNING
THE POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OF GVN OR THIRD COUNTRY PERSONNEL
IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS CACHE SHOULD NOT BE RELEASED AS
THEY REPRESENTED ALLEGATIONS THAT COULD NOT BE PROVED AND THAI
RELEASE OF INFORMATION OF THIS NATURE COMLD BE MOST DELETERI-
ous TO RELATIONSHIPS IN I CORPS.
2. (S/NOFORN) THIS, IN SUMMARY, ARE THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
RICE CACHE PROBLEM AND ITS RELATIONSHIP, AS WE SEE IT, WITH
THE PROBLEM OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL IN I CORPS. I WILL
PROVIDE UNDER SEPARATE COVER A COPY OF MY FOOD RESOURCE CON_
TROL STUDY IN ALLANG NAM FOR YOUR MORE DETAILED PERISSAL OF THE
PP.OBL.F.M. IN ADDITION, A COPY OF THE RICE CACHE INVESTIGATIONS
WILL ALSO BE FORWARDED YOU. BASED UPON THESE STUDIES I HAVE
TAKEN ACTION TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF FOOD RESOURCE CONTROL
IN I CORPS.
3. (S/NOFORN) THIS REPRESENTS A RESUME OF THE INVESTIGATION
AS OF THIS DATE. I AM CONTINUING TO PURSUE THIS MATTER ALONG
THE LINES NOTED IN YOUR RECENT LETTER. HOMEVER, AS IT IS OB-
VIOUSLY A MOST SENSITIVE ISSNE, I BELIEVE THIS IS AN AREA IN
WHICH WE MISST MAKE HASTE SLOWLY. I WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED ASTO THE RESULTS OF MY FURTHER INVESTIGATION AS IT PROGRESSES.
4. RELATED TO THE ABOVE, I HAVE BEEN GIVEN A COPY OF A
PAPER FROM THE POLAD/DANANG (MACK) TO POL/SAIGON
(THOR NE) DATED 25APR69. THE SUBJ IS "OVERVIEW OF 2ND
ROV MARINE BRIGADE ACTIVITIES JAN68 APR 69 IN CHANG NAMPROVINCE". I WILL FORWARD YOU A COPY OF THE PAPER,
MEANWHILE, I'M TRYING TO SORT OuT FACTS AND OPINIONS. #11(4)GP-1
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1. I THINK IT MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IF YOU WOULD TAKE
THE TIME TO VISIT THE DANANG AREA AND VIEW THE DAMAGE
WHICH RESULTED FROM THE ASP 1 DISASTER. IF YOU AGREE,
PLEASE ADVISE THE TIME IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR
YOU AND I WOULD BE HAPPY TO MAKE SUCH ARRANGEMENTS
AS ARE NECESSARY FOR YOUR VISIT.
2. WARN REGARDS.
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