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FOR NICKERSON FROM STILWELL 
"WE NEED TO RECON DOWN RT 548/614 THRU BA 607 -- MIGHT BE A 

CONSIDERABLE ARMS & EQUIPMENT CACHE THEREII 

20,'" CG XXIV CORPS 1311452 MAY69 (TS) EYES ONLY GR(J(}f-,vo/ sJ/o'v.J 
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25 

FOR NICKERSON FROM STILWELL 
TRESPASS OF LAOTIAN BORDER -- I VISITED ~/ ARVN -- TH EY'RE 
STRUNG OUT ALONG 912 -- PARTLY OVER THE BORDER 

CG XXIV CORPS 1416'4ZMAY69 (TS) EYEsONLY (1{oUI-A/~1 s;j()-t-V P 
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43. ',/ Cl(:; 201830Z. MAY69 (5) NOmN SPECAT ,,-1 
F<R AmAMS INFO roSE & NICKERSON mOM CHAPMAN 

, POSSIBJE EXPANSJDN 'V'N1ID -- IF YOU'LL PROPOSE',MARCOR IoJ'IJ4, SUPPORT 
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PRESS :mTEREST IN OO!BORGER: HILL IS HIGH - THIS M8G QUOTES 'VJHEELER'S 
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BERE'S WHAT WE DID 10 SOFrEN HAMBlJRGER HILt PRIOR TO ATTACK & MEASURES TAKEN 
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FOR CHAPHAN INFO rosE & NIC:l{ERSOO JiROf'f AmAMS 
POSSTBIE EXPANsION OF VNMC, • 
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, REDUCTION OF FIRST .ARMD M\PIlIB CO TO CADRE STATUS (s) 
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99 ADMIN EMPDAC 2702117 IUN60 (TS) EXCLUSIVE MCEO
POR NICKERSON FROM FONTANA
FORCE PLANNING

C/S MACV 281100Z JUN69 (TS) SENSITIVE EYES ONLY GP-440.
TOWNSEND TO ALL
VIETNAMIZ ATION

CG EMPRAS 0101258 JULG9 (TS)
FOR STAN DVZIN INFO NICKERSON FROM BUSE
FORCE PLANNING

42. COMNAVFORM 0107577 JUL 69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
INFO DILLONFOR NICKERSON FROM ZUMWAIT

VTETNAMIZINC mur WAR READDRASTE CONSTRICION PROJECTS

CONNAVTORY 0708267 JUL69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE43.
POR NICKERSON FROM ZUMWAIT
CITZ SUBPORT RESPONSIBILITIES

COMUSMACV 150305Z JUL69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE GP-444.
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABRAMS

CC XXIV CORPS 1513447 IIIL69 (TS) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE EYES ONLY45
FOR NICKERSON FROM ZAIS

WARTHEASSESSMENT OF THE OVERALL OF
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ASSESSMENT OF THE OVERALL "IVIETNAMIZATION! OF THE WAR
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ASSESSMENT OF THE OVERALL "VIETNAMIZATION" OF THE WAR
GROUP - NOT SHOWN)

CMC 1610437 JUL69 (TS) EXCLUSIVE FOR MCFO50
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ROUTE SECTION CODE 
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o 0101402 MAY 69 
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UNClAS 
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FOR BG DOOLEY~ CIS III MAF FROM BG MCLAUGHLIN 
10 REQUEST VERIFICATION FOLLOWING INFOg 

• 

~SUBJ: ASSISTANCE TO VICTI~S OF DANANG AMMUNITION DEPer 
EXPLOSION .. 

n.. THE FOLLotH NG EXTRA CTS FROM MEMORA r~D UM FROM DE PUT Y FOR 
CORDS, III MAl' OUTLINES ASSISTANCE PRO~IDED VICTIMS OF 
DANtHlG AMMUNP! ION DEPOT EXPLOSION ON 27 .'\PRIL 19E90 
20 FOLLOWING CASUALTIES REPORTED g CNE CHILD KILLED~ FIFTY SEVE!\: 
CIVILIANS WOUNDED (TREATED.AT DANANGCITY HOSPITAL 27 AND 28 
APRIL'.. ..~~ 
3 0 GVN SOCIAL WELFARE AND RELIEF SERVICE HAS COMPLETED CENSUS 

, "e 

or PROPERTY DAMAGE IN DA{\lANG CITY REPORTI~G 135 HOUSES S01le!2l PERCENT 
DESTROYED AND 125 212/50 PERCENT DESTRCYED" PROPERTY DAMAGE ASSESSME NT 
I N SURROUND I NG HOA VANG D1 STRICT NOT A VA ILABLE YET B U1 SHOULD BE 
COMPLETED WITHIN THREE DAYSG TOTAL HOUSES DAMAGED ESTIMATED AI 
2500. 
40 PeLG .80 COMMODITIES TRANSPORTED TO HOA VANG DISTRICT ON 
29 APRIL.. 2~H~ FAMILIES OF rAPiANG vJILL EACH RECEIVE ONE SACK OF 
BULGAR~ ONE CAN OF SALAD OILw AND O~E-HALF SACK OF POWDERED MILK 
ON 310 APRIL .. BREAD HAS SEEM DIST:1IBUTED TO Ee2 OF THE r~£EJIEST 
VICTIMS AND DISTRIBUTION WILL BE co~rI~UED BY CATHOLIC RELIEF 
SERVICE DURING NEXT TWO WEEKS~ PoLe 480 COMMODITIES WILL 
CONtINUE TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO VICT P1S.AT RAtE OF Or~E SACK OF SULGAR$) 
ONE CAN OF SI\LAD all, AND ON HALF SACK OF POWDERED MILt<.. NO 
PROBLEMS PERCEIVED THIS REGARD~ 
50 EMERGENCY COORDINATING COMMITTE HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED 
INCLUDING HOA VANG DISTRICT CHIEF: SOCIAL WELFARE ANt RELllEF CHIEF 
OF DANANG AND QUANG NAM PROVINCE; PRESIDENT OF PROVINCIAL 
COUNCIL OF QUANG NAMI CATHCLIC RELIEF SERVICE REPRESE~TATIVE= 
III MAF CIVIC ACTION O~FICERI AND CORDS REPRESE~TAlIVEo EOD 
TEAMS OPERATING THROUGHbu! AFfECTED AREA~ WAR VICTIM FU~CS HAVE 
BEE N REQUESTED FROM MI N ISTi?Y OF HEAL! Hp soc IAL tvELFARE ~ A fl.']; 
RELIEFe UeS. FORCES ARE SUPPLYING DUN~AGE FOR IMMEDIATE HOME 
RECONSTRUCTION IN ADVANCE OF EVENTUAL DISIHlaUTIO~ OF 7950£$ UN 
BUILDI NG ALLOWANCE AND TEN SHEETS OF T IN PER F.~MILY AS PROVISED BY 
MHSWR REGULATIONSo THREE ~08ILE ~EFU~EE TEAMS AlE BEI~G 
UTILIZED UNDER GENERAL DIRECTION MHSWR I CTX REFUGEE INSPECTGRo 
SEVERAL OTHER COMMITTEES HAVE BEEN E5TAaLI5HED I~CLUDl~G ONE FOR 
SECURITY p RECEPTION OF COMMODITIES, DI~TRIBUTION CF CCMMCCITIES 9 
AND PUBLIC INFORMATION.. NO RELIEF PRCBLEI"1S ANTICIPATFD SINCE 
SUBS! A NT !AL RESOUR CES AV.tI IL~BLE IN DA NA NG AREA" 
60 AUTIVE PARTICIPATION OF U&50 MILITARY CIVIC ACTION ELEME~TS 
IN RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION PRCGRAM SHOULD PROVIDE FAVORABLE 
PSYVHOLOGICAL IMPACTG" 
BT 
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FM COMUSMACV
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UNCLAS
FOR BG DOOLEY, C/S III MAF FROM BG MCLAUGHLIN
1. REQUEST VERIFICATION FOLLOWING INFO:
"SUBJ: ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF DANANG AMMUNITION DEPCT

EXPLOSION.
1. THE FOLLOWING EXTRACTS FROM MEMORANDUM FROM DEPUTY FOR
CORDS, III MAF OUTLINES ASSISTANCE PROVIDED VICTIMS OF
DANANG AMMUNPTION DEPOT EXPLOSION ON 27 APRIL 1969.
2. FOLLOWING CASUALIIES REPORTED: C NE CHILD KILLED; FIFTY SEVEN
CIVILIANS WOUNDED (TREATED AT DANANG CITY HOSPITAL 27 AND 28
APRIL).
3. GVN SOCIAL WELFARE AND RELIEF SERVICE HAS COMPLETED CENSUS
OF PROPERTY DAMAGE IN DANANG CITY REPORTING 135 HOUSES 50/100 PERCENT
DESTROYED AND 125 20/50 PERCENT DESTROYED. PROPERTY DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
IN SURROUNDING HOA VANG DISTRICT NOT AVAILABLE YET BUT SHOULD BE
COMPLETED WITHIN THREE DAYS. TOTAL HOUSES DAMAGED ESTIMATED AI
2500.
4. P.L. 480 COMMODITIES TRANSPORTED TO HCA VA NG DISTRICT ON
29 APRIL. 250 FAMILIES OF DANANG WILL EACH RECEIVE ONE SACK OF
BULGAR, ONE CAN OF SALAD OIL, AND ONE-HALF SACK OF POWDERED MILK
ON 30 APRIL. BREAD HAS BEEM DISTRIBUTED TO 822 OF THE ^NEEDIEST
VICTIMS AND DISTRIBUTION WILL BE CONTINUED BY CATHOLIC RELIEF
SERVICE DURING NEXT TWO WEEKS. P.L. 480 COMMOD IT IES WILL
CONTINUE TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO VICTIMS AT RATE OF ONE SACK OF BULGAR,
ONE CAN OF SALAD OIL, AND ON HALF SACK OF POWDERED MILK. NO
PROBLEMS PERCEIVED THIS REGARD.
5. EMERGENCY COORDINATING COMMITTE HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
INCLUDING HOA VANG DISTRICT CHIEF: SOCIAL WELFARE AND RELIEF CHIEF
OF DANANG AND QUANG NAM PROVINCE: PRESIDENT OF PROVINCIAL
COUNCIL OF QUANG NAM; CATHCLIC RELIEF SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE:
III MAF CIVIC ACTION OFFICER: AND CORDS REPRESENTATIVE. EOD
TEAMS OPERATING THROUGHOUT AFFECTED AREA. WAR VICTIM FUNDS HAVE
BEEN REQUESTED FROM MINISTRY OF HEALTH, SOCIAL WELFARE, AND
RELIEF. U.S. FORCES ARE SUPPLYING DUMNAGE FOR IMMEDIATE HOME
RECONSTRUCTION IN ADVANCE OF EVENTUAL DISTRIBUTION OF 7,500$ VN
BUILDING ALLOWANCE AND TEN SHEETS OF TIN PER FAMILY AS PROVIDED BY
MHSWR REGULATIONS. THREE MOBILE REFUGEE TEAMS ATE BEING
UTILIZED UNDER GENERAL DIRECTION MHSWR I CTX REFUGEE INSPECTOR.
SEVERAL OTHER COMMITTEES HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED INCLUDING ONE FOR
SECURITY, RECEPTION OF COMMODITIES, DISTRIBUTION CF COMMODITIES,
AND PUBLIC INFORMATION. NO RELIEF PROBLEMS ANTICIPATED SINCE
SUBSTANTIAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE IN DANANG AREA.
6. AVTIVE PARTICIPATION OF U.S. MILITARY CIVIC ACTION ELEMENTS
IN RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM SHOULD PROVIDE FAVORABLE
PSYVHOLOGICAL IMPACT."
BT

COPY 2 OF 6 COPIES

# 10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

_ • HEAOQU_TERS" 
., ~" _ 10: MARINE AMP~IOUS FORCE!"" 

UNCLASSIFIED 
CODE FROMEN ABRAMS COMUSMAC x- ORIGINATOR 

A- ACTION ICOGNIZANCE 
C-COMMENT IRECOMMENDATION 
1- ION 

SERIAL .. ItONTROL OATE 
o 02@'146Z 

INITIAL 

t---t-:-::-:--t------,I----+--~----I REMARKS 

$f:E INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSe: 

DECLASSIFIED 

1,2,3, 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUA TERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV3-66)
DATEOPERATION CODE FROM 02 MAY 69GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACIX- ORIGINATOR

A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE 4-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3,0 020146Z1- INFORMATION

COPIES RECDOFCOPY#S-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE OUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG

DCG AIR
C/S

DC/S
DC/S DM
S/S

G-1

G-2
G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP
COROS

Repro copy TO G-1:15
DENT

EMB/TRANS
G-4: Image11ENGR

FEO: Mmegle
FOODS

1111HBSCO
INSP
ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

Cy# i in
ASP-1file

B
POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
REPRO
SPL SERV
SUPPLY

12

s&c

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• .. .... c 
'«""'-. ..;. ... t;; 

____ ~----,.------~~-~--.:---:----------'--:-~'---'--'I 
o 0201.l\SZ Z YH Z1"F-4 ZFF ... 1 
fPl GEN ABRAMS CO£'1USMACV 
TO 1.. r C NICKER SON CO I I I tv'tAF 
zt; M "'Jr,-"=-- '~ 
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SCB.JECn FREEDOM HILL, R&R/iRAN-S1ENT CENTER, AND BRIG 
ItF: C~f,' 111 {'1AF MSG DTG 2913322 APR 69, SUEDgCT AS AEOVE (tJ) 

I.fi GENT REQUIREMENT FOR ABOVE FAe IL IllES IS RECOGNIZED. MY 
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SUBJECT: FREEDOM HILL, R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER, AND BRIG
REF: CG, III MAF MSG DTG 291332Z APR 69, SUBDECT AS ABOVE (U)
UR GENT REQUIREMENT FOR ABOVE FACILITIES IS RECOGNIZED. MY
HEADQUARTERS WILL PROVIDE ASSISTAN NCE WHEN REQUESTED,
EXPEDITIOUSLY
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SIGNATUREDATE

S/S COPY 2-3-4 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT
SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD

SECRET

14

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

E-RECRET

P 020400Z MAY 69
FM CG XXIV CORPS PHB
TO CG 1 CORPS ONG
CG 011 MAF ONG
INFO CG 30 MARDIV
BY

C R E T AV11-CE 02019
STILLWELL & TROUNG TO NICKERSON & LAM
SUBJ ARVN DUEL BLADE 11 CONSTRUCTION AND ENGINEER
UTILIZATION (U)
REF A. 111 MAF OPLAN 405-68 PARA 4 A TAB 8 APPENDIX 4,
ANNEX E (s)
B. CG, 3RD MAR DIV MSG DTG 3101562 MAR 69, SUBJ: DUEL
BLADE 11 CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM FOR CY-69 St Cyattached
1. (s) REFERENCE A ESTABLISHED THE ARVN DUEL BLADE 11 REQUIRE-
MENT FOR SITES A-1, A-2, AND C-1. REFERENCE B UPDATED THE
ARVN DUEL BLADE 11 REQUIREMENTS AND PROVIDED AN ESTIMATE OF
CONSTRUCTION TIME.
2. (s) A MEETING BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 1ST ARVN
DIVISION AND HEADQUARTERS, XXIV CORPS WAS RECENTLY HELD FOR
THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING REQUIREMENTS FOR LIVING/FUNCTIONAL
BUNKERS TO BE USED BY ARVN ELEMENTS IN FULFILLMENT OF DUEL
BLADE II REQUIREMENTS. THIS METTING WAS CONSIDERED NECESSARY
IN VIEW OF ANTICIPATED FUTURE TACTICAL DEPLOYMENTS. AT THIS
MEETING IT WAS JOINTLY AGREED THAT THE CURRENT PLAN FOR THE
LOCATION OF THE ALLOCATED 191 LIVING/FUNCTIONAL BUNKERS SHOULD
BE REVISED AS FOLLOWS:

LIVING/FUNCTIONAL BUNKERSSITE
72C-T
28A-9
47A-2
2E-2

21C-3
21HQ 20 ARVN REGT DGH

TOTAL 191
30 (s) IT IS OUR OPINION THAT THE REVISED LOCATION REFERRED
TO ABOVE WILL PROVIDE NOT ONLY FOR INCREASED FLEXIBILITY IN
THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE ASSIGNED MISSION BUT ALSO FOR ADEQUATE
LIVING AND HEADQUARTERS FACILITIES AT THE LOCATIONS WHERE THEY
WILL BE MORE URGENTLY NEEDED OVER THE LONGER TIME FRAME. WITH
SUCH A PLAN, ADEQUATE PROVISIONS CAN BE MADE FOR COMMUNICATIONS
INSTALLATIONS, HEADQUARTERS COMPLEXES, TROOP BILLETS, AND OTHER
BUNKERS THAT ARE REQUIRED ON A PERMANENT BASIS.

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES
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40 (8) AN ANALYSIS OF: THE TOTAL DUEL, BLADE'~ i REQlHREt~fNTS 
WAS MAOE CONCUR8ENTLY W~TH A REVGEW Of THE MOST EFF!C!ENT USE 
OF ENG ~ NIE!U~ ASSETS DU'U NG THE COi\HNG' 'MONTHS .,Rt;FER£NCE S 
n'40iCATES THAT, OUEl SlADE I ~ REQUfiRE~!NTS WOULD TAKE ONE ARVN 
ENG9NEER't()MPANY 23 MONTHS TO CONSTRUCToSUaSEQuE;NTlVIr ARVN 
ENGiNEER ,R.EPRESENTAlIVES HAVE CONCLUDED fROM AN ON THE StYE 
SURVEY THAT IT ,WUlL REQUiRE THREE AIlVN EN(UN£ER COMPAt,JijES 
1705 MONTHS TO CONSTRUCT THE OUEl,5l,ADE ! ~ f'ACil,ITiES g TO 
COMPLETE rHOS CONSTRucr~ON IN A REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME 
WOULD REQU~Rf[ COMM8T;OOG THESE ARVN ENGijNEIE~ RESOURCES' ' 
OUR UI!G THE PR iME SEASON FOR ROAD C;ONSTRUCTION (MARCH THROUGH 
.MJGUSTQ. 0 THUS B "(HE DUEL BLADE t l CONSTRUCT 6 ON REQU 6 REMENTS : 
CONF'LI tr W 9 TM THE NE.ED TO PLACE MAX ft MUM IENG 0 NEfR if' fORT O.N 
THE SECONDARV lOt UFCRADE PROGRAM DUR!NG iHEPERtiOO Of' FAVOR= 
ABlEWE~"HER,{I. BY ~s OUR JOINT OP~N!ON THAT THE MOST PRACTICAL 
WAY TO AGCOMPIUSM THESE TWO M~SSiONS WOUlD 8E TO CONTiNUE THE 
PAEPONOERENCf OF THE US AND ARVN ENGINEER EFFORT ON ROAD 
CQNSTRUCTIONAl LEAST UNTU. '1 SEPTEMBER g AFTER WHICH ADVERSE 
WEATHER CONIHTIONS WOULD MAKE IT MORE PRACTICAL TO DiVERT 
THE EFFORT TO BUNKeR CONSTRUCT I ON 0 :! TiS ENY ~ S ~ ONED THAT A 
MAX6MUM OF' OMi ARVW E9>AGINEER COMPM~V COUlO Be: RETAINED UN A 
BUNKE* .... cON~i1mOCTION ROLE TO ACCOMPl4SH THE ESSENT~Al DUEL 
BLADE" t I CONSTRUCT DON PR n OR TO TtiE BEG I NN D NG OF, THE NEW MONSOON Q 

AT 'SUCH TH~EAS ROAD CONSTRUCTION BECOMES NO lONGER EFFICiENT 
etcAuSE 0' ,AOVERSE WEA1HERe 80TH THE US AND ARVN iNGtNEER 
EFFOR1COUI.O 8E COMMHT£O TO DUE!.. Sl.AGIE eUNKER CONStRt1CTtON{I 
UNDeR THUS CONCEPTlI I,M AOO3'TtON TO THE ROAD UPGRAOUiIG" THE 
THREE ARVN ENG I NEfR COMPANf IES . AUGMENTED \PH TH A T A H..GREf) US 
ENGUilfE~ COM'ANV (APPfltOlUMATElY 10@ MEN A.NO EQUIPMENT) 0/14. '. 
1 SEPT COULD COMPLETE THE 191 L I V I NG/FUNCT HlNAlBUNKERS' 
8'( ,28 FEBRUARY 19"Ulo TtH S CCMPLEn ON DATE WOULO BE OVER S nt 
MONTHS EARt .. DER THAM THE CURRENT ARVN PROGRAMMED COMPLETION {)ATEo 
50 (8) ACCORD I NGlV & IT is RECOMMENDED lHATe .. 
A .. THE PROF~OSEO REVISED PLAN (Pj\RA 2, AB·OVE) FO~ THE 
o ISTR t8UTI ON OF ARVN l~VBNG/FUNCTIONAl BUNKERS BE APPROVED" 
8.. AUTHOR t 1iVSEGRANTEO ,FOR THE D a VEftS 8 ON Of TWO ARVN 
ENGiNEER COMPA~UES FROM OUEl BLADE H CONSTRUCTION TO ROAD 
COMSTRtJCTION·THROUQH'AUGUST 196917 
Co'ON OR ABout 11 SEPTE,M8ER 199~, THE TWO ARVN ENGINEER 
COMPi\~aES TASKEO TO PERFORM ROAO CONSTRUCT80N BE ~ETURWEO TO 
tHE DUEL stADE H SiTES we TH THE Mass R ON OF AUGMENT fi NG THtt 
ONE=COMPANV EFFORT DIRECTED TOWAROS BUNKER CONSTRUCTU}N(> 
D (> 'ON· OR AflIOUT.l SEPTEMBER 1969 A Tit. fLORED US ENG ~ NEER 
FORCE ,OF APPROXIMATELY HIe MEN tWtTH EQUiPM.ENT) 8EORGANLZED 
AND COMI\IiOTED TO THE ARVN JUJGMENTATDON OF THE BUNKElR CONSTRUC= 
T60NFORC~ 10 ASSU~E COMPLETION OF THE 191 ARVN BUNK£RS BY 
28 FEraaUAR'I' 191mb 
(;P"';4 

111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) 
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ECRET

40 (s) AN ANALYSIS OF THE TOTAL DUEL BLADE II REQUIREMENTS
WAS MADE CONCURRENTLY WITH A REVIEW OF THE MOST EFFICIENT USE
OF ENGINEER ASSETS DURING THE COMING MONTHS. REFERENCE B
INDICATES THAT DUEL BLADE 11 REQUIREMENTS WOULD TAKE ONE ARVN
ENGINEER COMPANY 23 MONTHS TO CONSTRUCT. SUBSEQUENTLY, ARVN
ENGINEER REPRESENTATIVES HAVE CONCLUDED FROM AN ON THE SITE
SURVEY THAT IT WILL REQUIRE THREE ARVN ENGINEER COMPANIES
17.5 MONTHS TO CONSTRUCT THE DUEL BLADE 10 FACILITIES, TO
COMPLETE THIS CONSTRUCTION IN A REASONABLE PER10D OF TIME
WOULD REQUIRE COMMITING THESE ARVN ENGINEER RESOURCES
DURING THE PRIME SEASON FOR ROAD CONSTRUCTION (MARCH THROUGH
AUGUSTU. THUS, THE DUEL BLADE 11 CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS
CONFLICT WITH THE NEED TO PLACE MAXIMUM ENGINEER EFFORT ON
THE SECONDARY LOC UPGRADE PROGRAM DURING THE PERIOD OF FAVOR-
ABLE WEATHER, IT IS OUR JOINT OPINION THAT THE MOST PRACTICAL
WAY TO ACCOMPLISM THESE TWO MISSIONS WOULD BE TO CONTINUE THE
PREPONDERENCE OF THE US AND ARVN ENGINEER EFFORT ON ROAD
CONSTRUCTION AT LEAST UNTIL 1 SEPTEMBER, AFTER WHICH ADVERSE
WEATHER CONDITIONS WOULD MAKE IT MORE PRACTICAL TO DIVERT
THE EFFORT TO BUNKER CONSTRUCTION. IT IS ENVISIONED THAT A
MAXIMUM OF ONE ARVN ENGINEER COMPANY COULD BE RETAINED IN A
BUNKER-CONSTRUCTION ROLE TO ACCOMPLISH THE ESSENTIAL DUEL
BLADE 11 CONSTRUCTION PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW MONSOON.
AT SUCH TIME AS ROAD CONSTRUCTION BECOMES NO LONGER EFFICIENT
BECAUSE OF ADVERSE WEATHER, BOTH THE US AND ARVN ENGINEER
EFFORT COULD BE COMMITED TO DUEL BLADE BUNKER CONSTRUCTION,
UNDER THIS CONCEPT, IN ADDITION TO THE ROAD UPGRADING, THE
THREE ARVN ENGINEER COMPANIES AUGMENTED WITH A TAILORED US
ENGINEER COMPANY (APPROXIMATELY 100 MEN AND EQUIPMENT) O/A
1 SEPT COULD COMPLETE THE 191 LIVING/FUNCTIONAL BUNKERS
BY 28 FEBRUARY 1970. THIS COMPLETION DATE WOULD BE OVER SIX
MONTHS EARLIER THAN THE CURRENT ARVN PROGRAMMED COMPLETION DATE.
5. (s) ACCORDINGLY, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT:
A. THE PROPOSED REVISED PLAN (PARA 2, ABOVE) FOR THE
DISTRIBUTION OF ARVN LIVING/FUNCTIONAL BUNKERS BE APPROVED.
B. AUTHORITY BE GRANTED FOR THE DIVERSION OF TWO ARVN
ENGINEER COMPANIES FROM DUEL BLADE 11 CONSTRUCTION TO ROAD
CONSTRUCTION THROUGH AUGUST 1969.
C. ON OR ABOUT 1 SEPTEMBER 1969, THE TWO ARVN ENGINEER
COMPANIES TASKED TO PERFORM ROAD CONSTRUCTION BE RETURNED TO
THE DUEL BLADE 11 SITES WITH THE MISSION OF AUGMENTING THE
ONE-COMPANY EFFORT DIRECTED TOWARDS BUNKER CONSTRUCTION.
D. ON OR ABOUT 1 SEPTEMBER 1969, A TAILORED US ENGINEER
FORCE OF APPROXIMATELY 100 MEN (WITH EQUIPMENT) BE ORGANIZED
AND COMMITED TO THE ARVN AUGMENTATION OF THE BUNKER CONSTRUC-
TION FORCE TO ASSURE COMPLETION OF THE 191 ARVN BUNKERS BY
28 FEBRUARY 1970.
GP--
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SITE ETEM DATE NO/PLTSAs4 2:20 TOWERS 1-6 MAY i0-2

S HEAVY GUN PADS 1415 MAY 2C 1 2 HEAVY OUN PADS
12 LIGHT GUN PADS 17:31 MAY 3

PAGE TOW RUNHYP 5170 RECRETC-4 1-50 TOWER
2:20 TOWERS 194 JUNE 3ECB 4-20 TOWERS

STEEL ARCH BUNKERS 6-21 JUNE 3VCB 6*20' TOWERS
QP STEEL ARCH BUNKERS 23 JUN 19 JUL 32. LIMISION HAS BEEN MADE WATH one SELEND ARVN REGI AND THEIR CONSTRUCTION GOALS ARE LISTED BELOW. TO DATE ONE COMPANY OF ARVN ENG SSHAVE BEEN WASKED FOR CONSTRUCTION AND IT IS ESTIMATED IT WOULD TAKE23 MONTHS to COMPLETE THE DESIRED CONSTRUCTIONS AS ADDITIONAL FORCESARE ASSIGNED THIS TIME FIGURE WOULD BE ADJUSTED ACGORDINGLYSITE ITEMS

A42 55 BUNKERS
2.20% TOWERS
2 HEAVY GUN PADS
2 LIGHT GÜN PADSC-1 An BUNKERS
2620 TOWER
1:50° TOWER
is HEAVY GUN PADS

PAGE THREE RUMHYP 5170 SECRET
10 LIGHT GUN PAOS

A-2 49 BUNKERS
2 20% OWERS

1=50° TOWERS
Spay

3

BT

56

*5170

SECRET
2:00 OF COPIES
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• HEADQ&TERS • m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

CONFIDE:NTIAL n:i:MAF FORM 5216(REV3-68) 

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE, 

x- ORIGINATOR DOG XXIV CORR3 3 HAY 1969 
A- ACTION / COGIIIIZANCE 

SERIAL. I CONTROL DATE C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3 ' 
I -I NFORMATION 

'" COPIES RECO S - SIGNATURE 030.335Z HAY 69 COpY#: OF 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

b IN 
INITIAL 

SUBJECT 
OUT PHB 0814 EYES ONLY 

~ I---' CG 1 ./ 
If. ~ ... M .11/ REM2{S' rJ /tH/ ~ ~tJ DCG -:l( I ' yr':Y" 

DCG AIR 
~~t/, .s.... CIS ~ 1)/ 

'" 

~J~ 
o CIS 

o CIS OM • I 
J SIS ~ I.Jj, !JIt, I fIiii 

0-1 
, I" I 

~r.' )j G-2· 

G-3 
G-4 '/ G-5 
6-6 
ADJ 

CAP 

CORDS 

EMS/TRANS 
EN!R 

Has CO 

INSP 
MTO 

OP ANAL 
ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 
sac 

-- CONFIDENTIAL fF 

DECLASSIFIED 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
3 MAY 1969X- ORIGINATOR DCG XXIV CORPS

A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEc--COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

1,2,31- INFORMATION
COPY# OF 4 COPIES RECO030335Z MAY 69S-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE PHB 0814 EYES ONLYOUTIN

the4-maybe

REMARKS

95
I told hear

3 CG

4
DCG

OK m tel.
DCG AIR

D2 C/S

sorry
I

Angelts

D C/S

4/12

D C/S DM

5/3HS/S
G-I

till
you. it

G-2

G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6

ADJ
CAP

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD

PSY OPS

SUPPLY

s&c

CONFIDENTIAL #15
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• • 
i003033~5Z Z'{JiZFF.4 zFF-l~~ ----- --~-- -- -

.-~--.- --.-- --- -"- .~ -~ --"-­"- ~" -' ........... -,".~------ . 

FM MG DRAKE DCG XXIV CORPS 
: T'OLiG VAN RYZIN CIS HEADQUARTERS MA1UNE CO.BPS 
! INFO LTG BUSE CG FMF PACIFIC 

., LTG NICKERSON CG III MAY . 
I ZEM "" ,- ~ , 
; CON FI DEN T I A l PHS 0814 EYES ONLY 
i 1. (C) THIS IS A FOLLOW ON Te MY PHONE CALL OF 022402H. 
; PACIFICA!I o~ IS ONE InG SUCCESS STORY IN NORTHE·RN 1 CORPS. 
I AN OPPCRTUNITY NOW PRESENTS ITSELF TO MAKE A REAL JUMP . 
: FORWARD IN THE EceNOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THIS AREA AND HENCE 
· SIGNIFICANTl.Y FURTHER .THEIDENTIFICATION OF THE PEOPLE. WITH, 

AND THEIR LOYALTY TO,. THE GVN. . 
· 2. (C) ONE: OF THE GREATEST NEEDS IN THE REHABILITA·T,ION AND 

RESETTLEMENT' PR,OGRAMS . IS FOR BUILDING MATER IALS t LUMBER IN . 
PARTICULAR. LuMBE R- IS SCARCE AND SELl.lNG AT HIGHLY INFLATED 

• PRICES. ON THE OTHER HAND, EXCELLENT TIMBER RESOURCES EXISt 
, IN WHAT ARE NGw SECURE AREAS. NEEDED ARE THE EXPERTISE AND FINAN-
I CIAL BACKING TO .DE"ELOP ON A PRIVATE BASIS WHAT 15 NOW A 
: PRIMITIVE INDUSTRY. THE POTENTIAL 15 ALMOST UNLIMITED TO 
! DE VEL OP A LUMBER INDUSTRY THAT wILL PROVIDE A MUCH NEEDED 
! COMMCDITY AT A SUBSTANtIALLY REDUCED COST AS WELL AS PROVIDING 
: LARGE SCALE EMPL.OYMENT OPPORTuNIIIES. 
3. (C) THlS PRESENTS A CIVIC ACTION PROJEQT OF MOST INTER-
ESTING DIMENSIONS. MUCH OF THE FORESTED AREA UNDER CONSIDERATION 
HAS BEEN SUl~JECTED TO REPEATED DEFOLIATION. THE TIMBER STANDS, 
BUT IT IS DYING AND THE PEOPLE KNOW nUs. u.S. FORESTRY A.DVISORS 
FR a4 SAIGON HAVE SURVEYED IHE AREA AND STATE THAT I}iE DYING . 
TIMBER IS S~~LVAG.EABLE FOR LUMBffi1NG FOR A YEAR OR MORE.. TtlEY 

, ALSO ATTEST: T.O THE EXCELLENT LUMBERING POTENTIAL. OF THE AREA , 
: AS A W Ha.. E. . . ,. 
'4. (C) ca. MORTUIE,R DOYLE, USMeR,. UNTIL RECENTLY EXECUTIVE 
I VICE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION AND 
· wHO SERVED VOLUNTARILY AS A SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO ME WHILE 

DIRECTCR MAJUNE CORPS RESERVE, IS UNIQUELY QUALIFIED TO ASSESS 
THIS SITUAT:ION FR OM THE STANDPOINT OF SOLICITING VOLUNTARY 
S1JPPll1T FR QIiIJ THE.,U ~s. LUMB R INDUSTRY TO ASSIST IN ,GETT ING nus 

:' FR OJECT UNDJE:RWAY. ALTHOUGH MORT DOYLE IS NO LONGER WITIt, NFPA, 
, HAVING BEEN HIRED AWAY BY A MEMBER CORPORATION, AM SORE THAT IF 
; HIS PRESENT POSITION PERMITS HE WOULD RESPOND ENTHuSIASTICALLY 
; TO AN OFFER OF A SHORT PERIOD. OF TEMPORARY ACTIVE DUTY IN' 
i VIETNAM TO PURSuE THIS PROJECT. WOULD L rKt TO SEE HIM OUT HERE 
i EEFQRE I LEAVE IF AT ALL, POSSIBLE., .", . . 
~ 5. (U) CG" XXI V CORp'S AND CG, IIi MAF CONCUR IN tHIS PROPOSAL. 

6. (U) WARM REGARgS. 
<P-4 ,.{ 

,!:oo: , ... ~~ '\ 

j 'SSO NOIE: .' D.EL.I,VER DURiNG DglY HO.yRS-. 
: :PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY 
: 456 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 0303352 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
FM MG DRAKE DCG XXIV CORPS
TO LTG VAN RYZIN C/S HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS
INFO LTG BUSE CG FMF PACIFIC
LIG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM

ONFIDENTI A L PHB 0814 EYES ONLY
1. (C) THIS IS A FOLLOW ON TO MY PHONE CALL OF 022402H.
PACIFICATION IS ONE BIG SUCCESS STORY IN NORTHERN I CORPS.
AN OPPORTUNITY NOW PRESENTS ITSELF TO MAKE A REAL JUMP
FORWARD IN THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THIS AREA AND HENCE
SIGNIFICA NTLY FURTHER THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE PEOPLE WITH,
AND THEIR LOYALTY TO, THE GVN.
2. (c) ONE OF THE GREATEST NEEDS IN THE REHABILITATION AND
RESETTLEMENT PR OGRAMS IS FOR BUILDING MATERIALS, LUMBER IN
PARTICULAR. LUMBER IS SCARCE AND SELLING AT HIGHLY INFLATED
PRICES. ON THE OTHER HAND, EXCELLENT TIMBER RESOURCES EXIST
IN WHAT ARE NOW SECURE AREAS. NEEDED ARE THE EXPERTISE AND FINAN-
CIAL BACKING TO DEVELOP ON A PRIVATE BASIS WHAT IS NOW A
PRIMITIVE INDUSTRY. THE POTENTIAL IS ALMOST UNLIMITED TO
DEVEL OP A LUMBER INDUSTRY THAT WILL PROVIDE A MUCH NEEDED
COMMODITY AT A SUBSTANTIALI REDUCED COST AS WELL AS PROVIDING
LARGE SCALE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES.
3. (C) THIS PRESENTS A CIVIC ACTION PROJECT OF MOST INTER-
ESTING DIMENSIONS. MUCH OF THE FORESTED AREA UNDER CONSIDERATION
HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO REPEATED DEFOLIATION. THE TIMBER STANDS,
BUT IT IS DYING AND THE PEOPLE KNOW THIS. U.S. FORESTRY ADVISORS
FR OM SAIGON HAVE SURVEYED THE ARE, AND STATE THAT THE DYING
TIMBER IS SALVAGEABLE FOR LUMBERING FOR A YEAR OR MORE. THEY
ALSO ATTEST TO THE EXCELLENT LUMBERING POTENTIAL OF THE AREA
AS A WHOLE.
4. (c) ca. MORTIMER DOYLE, USMCR, UNTIL RECENTLY EXECUTIVE
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL FOREST PRODUCTS ASSOCIATION AND
WHO SERVED VOLUNTARILY AS A SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO ME WHILE
DIRECT OR MARINE CORPS RESERVE, IS UNIQUELY QUALIFIED TO ASSESS
THIS SITUATION FROM THE STANDPOINT OF SOLICITING VOLUNTARY
SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. LUMB R INDUSTRY TO ASSIST IN GETTING THIS
PROJECT UNDERWAY. ALTHOUGH MORT DOYLE IS NO LONGER WITH NFPA,
HAVING BEEN HIRED AWAY BY A MEMBER CORPORATION, AM SURE THAT IF
HIS PRESENT POSITION PERMITS HE WOULD RESPOND ENTHUSIASTICALLY
TO AN OFFER OF A SHORT PERIOD OF TEMPORARY ACTIVE DUTY IN
VIETNAM TO PURSUE THIS PROJECT. WOULD LIKE TO SEE HIM OUT HERE
BEFORE I LEAVE IF AT ALL POSSIBLE.
5. (U) CG, XXIV CORPS AND CG, III MAF CONCUR IN THIS PROPOSAL.
6. (U) WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
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CCN:083/IN FILE:OH '. ""'. . --.- "--- -"- . ltrMAF FORM ~216 (REV 3-68) 
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...., 
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A - ACTION I COGN IZANCE 
C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERlAL~ I CONTROL DATE 
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S - SIGNATURE 104101210Z MAY 69 COPIES ~ECO 
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-.-.-.~ 

ROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL 
I ./ IN OUT PERSONAL FOR LTGEN NICKERSON 

4l CG irlf tt AI.M J REMARKS 

~ DCG .U I ~ ~'S DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 
[leG AIR .. 

UST iii RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 
.:l CIS ~ I 'Y 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

~ .. DCIS ~ sir- S1t" ~ tTl.. ON THIS ROUTE SHEET, 
. -

DC/S PLAN I For ~ ~ ~.~ '. 
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G-2 ""~ 
G-3 toe I~., ~ r:; .. ~ 
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CAP 
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HEADQU... RTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL CCN:083/IN FILE:DH IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

FROMOPERATION CODE DATE
* ORIGINATOR 04 MAY 69COMNAVFORVA- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL/CONTROL DATEC -COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

6
1- IN FORMATION

I040120Z MAY 69S-SIGNATURE COPY* OF COPIES RECO
SUBJECTDATE

SECTIONROUTE INITIALCODE
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN NICKERSONIN OUT

5 may
4 CG REMARKS
5 y

DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN

3 IC/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

5/55/521 mo ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S H
DC/S PLAN

FOR
5/4IS/S

G-!

G-2

copy To
G-BG-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ
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EMB /TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP

MTO
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LEGAL
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4J/> /- e e e 
. ,,"~COHFIDIN1IAl,' CCN I 083/IN 

• FI LE: DH 

FO~ 
fROM I OAT! 

COMNAVFORV 04 MAV 6q '..-. ',' r '~ '. ."IAL-, ,1" 

COPY.J;-. OF b OOPtES RECO iOlAoi1 ~"7 MAY 6Q 

•• INATURI 
aJaJaCT 

DAT! bt;oQl'\t.1A1 . eno ITI"Cr.I fill (,\l'1:'0~l'\t.1 

. -'fir It ... ~-,~, 
,D , 

DATI a •• NATURI!, . 

" 

.. 

. ' 

'" , 

-

K 

~/Q r.npv ~_ "'_A. 01: e;. ('no II='~ 

('nDV r;;, 01:' (.'. t"f\PIt:'~ 

COpy (\ nl='6 C:QpIl:::~ 

RECORD OF DI'SCLOSURE 
EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD , 'CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 
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3
CONFIDENTIAL CCN: 083/IN FILE:DH

DATEFROM

FOR
COMNAVFORV 04 MAY 69

SERIAL #

COPY#2 OF 6 COPIES RECD0401207 MAY 69
SUBJECT

SIONATUREDATE PERSONAL FOR ITCEN NICKESSON

like715
SIGNATUREDATE

s/s COPY 2-3-4 OF 6 COPIES

COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES
COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT
SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD
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,'O-NFIDENTIA~ 
&'1001203 
Ri.rCZYOW RU~UGKD1297 124012il",CCCC>:,;:~'RHMMAF A" 
lNV tCtCC . 

'F.! 0401202 MAV 69 
F~ tO~~~A IJFORV 
YO RUNU:lPii'<1.1CG XXXV CORPS 
lNlFO ~H\l.tMi~lFA/(G III ~4AF 
611: 
CON F K 0 E N 1 i A l FOR 
P£~SO~~LfOR. la'SEN Sii'iLWELL INFO lYGEN NICKERSON 
FRO~ ZUMW!~l r 
elF CLE~RWAiER ~u» 
A.., CO~~~V~ORV PERSON.l\L 1.1R 10 LTGEN STJtl.WfJ~L OF 
24 FEB 69 NOTAL . 
ll.a ·OJ) ~£F (A~ AbvltS£o 'rHAij THE CHIEF OF NAVAL 
P~i:!S~L SElEcrr~o tOR {;fA?.,. -sELEctEE'-JAMES d 
~DMUNOSON-f'-52_1,*i4l!!O(f-FOR~L!EF 11.5' C-(F Cl.EARt1$\uER 
~OR-A~S!G~~Nr ON oNE-rE~~BASlS~ HE IS PRESENTLY 
SKEO f@ REPO~l 26 JUL UPON COMPLETiON OF HIS . 
P~ES£Nt. t~!)UR' AS A srUDENi ~'li_,[!:lE-ARMX-o-wJ.~a_ CO~LJ::!ZE c 
PRES£N"rl' 1~~U~SE~T '1ClPT FREOElft~~K_JSe. JE!!Elj: . IX I JY 
SCHEDULED TO D£PARif"-1=nlir1-vON HA \f INS COMPLETED 
HiS tHREE NOL\ITH EXifENSION IN COUa,rrRY u lHE UN,,; 

, 
P~GE TWO RUMUGKD1297 CON F X 0 r N r ! A l 
AVAJH .. .AB x a..:rf V (he CAPT EDMUNDSON UNlIt. Ll.r~ JULY 

. RlEQU:U~ES THE APP(HNtMENT OF AN !N1ER!iI.·LRELIEF" 
f'~)R elF Cl.EAAltJAJ'.ER G ! HAVE SEtECTEri~ c~ <"'; 

:tH~S-F'-G-:-S~RuJ t~4i!2:6/11a-oll-tJSNAfij.5/l wI-iO~J1 1: 
A~~1-1S-Ji-PA~E-\iJI(1:--RELZ&\I&-CAP_iJ'_JEW[Tr ON 29 MAV c 
2.. (C) cru;,r-SOCK£R HAS BEEN stBV:tt~~-~A~If.F. S'tiAf!"F 
.of.Flt~~~reC~,iMA~§O~ER---r:lOl1LLA 
~ SINCE sEPTEMSER 19680 AS SUCHe HE HAS ACCUMUz 
~rEbA W!;:t\LTH GF KNOWLEDGE AND EXP[Rl£§'IgCE IN 
riIvtR ~~Rf'ARgr "fiC tHE EXTENT THAt HI'S EXPERTISE 
H~S RESULTED iN HiS aE!~G ORDERED 10 REPOR'Y' AS 
C@OO~M}INI~ OFFiCER OF THE NAVAl.., INSHORE OP£fh.;· 
A.1tltoNSTR~!N!NGtf£NTER~ MARE lSLANOQ UPON DEP$iR=· 
iUR£ RVN IN AUGUS1G UNDoUaTEOLYp THIS EXPERTISE 
WILL PROVE h&V~LUABLE 10 CONTINUED SUCC$!SS OF 
CUE~Rbi£rEtit OPERATiONS" c~pr BOOI<ER liS 1,\ GRAou~rE 
OF. THE NAlJAl. WAR COLLEGE Ab~O HAS A tJlA5~fER5 D£GREE 
IN lit'rER~cnONAL Af'FA!RS\j HE HAS 5UCCt:SSFU~ .. lV 
t~MANo£O SHIPS Ai S~A INCLUDING DESTRO'((SRS FROM 
WHICH H! I~AS ACHIEVEo AN,,"~§,I~fH"F,.~.~,!-J.t;Q~,f!;~ ... ~~~,elJ,1~~;~.y<~~ ... 
:n:ot~ OF!}{CEP"U Of\gAL COr.1PETENCE AND lEADER5H t p 0 

:K ~ SURf VOU WILL BE PLEASED W!TH CAPT BOOKER 
AS THE !NfER!~ elF CLEAAW~TERv WARM REGARoSo 
6P.~4 

ar 
#1297 

111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COPY~OF~COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CONFIDENTIAL

PI007203
RITCZYUW RUMUGKD1297 1240120-CCCC=RHMMAFA.
ZNY CCCCC
R 040120Z MAY 69
FH COMNAVFORV
TO RUML8PN/CG XXIV CORPS

FOR

INFO RHMMAFA/CG 111 MAF
81
C 0 N F part D E N T fant A L
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN STILWELL INFO LYGEN NICKERSON
FROM ZUMWALT
CIF CLEARWATER (U)
A. CONNAVFORV PERSONAL LTR TO LTGEN STILWELL OF
24 FEB 69 NOTAL
1. (U) REF (A) ADVISED THAT THE CHIEF OF NAVAL
PERSONNEL SELECTED CDR (CAPT SELECTEE) JAMES E.
EDMUNDSON 521414/1100 FOR RELIEF AS CTF CLEARWATER
FOR ASSIGNMENT ON ONE YEAR BASIS. HE IS PRESENTLY
SKED TO REPORT 28 JUL UPON COMPLETION OF HIS
PRESENT TOUR AS A STUDENT AT THE ARMY WAR COLLEGE.
PRESENT INCUMBENT CAPT FREDERICK F. JEWETT II IS
SCHEDULED TO DEPART RVN 1 JUN HAVING COMPLETED
HIS THREE MONTH EXTENSION IN COUNTRY. THE UN=

PAGE TWO RUMUGKD1297 C o F I Y L
AVAILABILITY OF CAPT EDMUNDSON UNTIL LATE JULY
REQUIRES THE APPOINTMENT OF AN INTERIM RELIEF
FOR CTF CLEARWATER be HAVE SELECTED CAPT
THOMAS BOOKER 447126/1100USN/ 145, WHOM
ADSIGIPATE WILL RELIEVE-CAPY JEWETT ON 29 MAY.
2. (C) CAPT BOOKER HAS BEEN SERVING- AS CHIEF STAFF
DEFICER FOR CTF 1171 COMMANDER RIVER FLOTILLA
ONE SINCE SEPTEMBER 1968. AS SUCH, HE HAS ACCUMU=
LATED A WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN
RIVER WARFARE TO THE EXTENT THAT HIS EXPERTISE
HAS RESULTED IN HIS BEING ORDERED TO REPORT AS
COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE NAVAL INSHORE OPER=
ATIONS TRAINING CENTER MARE ISLAND UPON DEPAR=
TURE RVN IN AUGUST. UNDOUBTEDLY, THIS EXPERTISE
WILL PROVE INVALUABLE TO CONTINUED SUCCESS OF
CLEARMATER OPERATIONS. CAPT BOOKER IS A GRADUATE
OF THE NAVAL WAR COLLEGE AND HAS A MASTERS DEGREE
IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. HE HAS SUCCESSFULLY
COMMANDED SHIPS AT SEA INCLUDING DESTROYERS FROM
WHICH HE HAS ACHIEVED AN ESTABLISHED FINE REPUTA=
IION OF EXCEPTIONAL COMPETENCE AND LEADERSHIP.
( AM SURE YOU WILL BE PLEASED WITH CAPT BOOKER
AS THE INTERIM CTF CLEARWATER. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BY
#1297

CONFIDENTIAL62COPY111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COPIESOF
#17
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. CClNFJOENTIAL CCN:094/IN FILE:DH 
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, A-ACirON /COGNI:;:'ANCE 
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DATE :SUBIIECT ----~ 

ROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL 
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[leG AIR • 
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.- , - .-
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INSP 

MTO 
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HEADQU TERS
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CONFIDENTIAL CCN: 094/IN FILE DH
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

FROMOPERATION CODE DATE
04 MAY 69* ORIGINATOR TASK FORCE ALPHA NKPA- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1- INFORMATION

COPY # 2 OF 6040706Z MAY 69 COPIES RECOS-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE FOR LTGEN NICKERSONOUTIN

SM
4

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHINDCG AIR

3 IC/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

5/5/5/
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

FOR

5/4
IS/S

G-!

G-2

G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
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CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
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LEGAL
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e e 
er.N-0I0AI l\I 

. . )DATE 
Tl\~Lc' J:""'''''''~ .. I nu, ",vo .tII'" UAV L::n 

IERIAL_ 

f)lAOJ'7m&:;7 UAV &:;0 COPY. ~ 01' .Jo COPIES RECD 

f'"'::,':' •. , 
" , ;: ' ... , 

l; ~ U i J,;::{; 
[j '<.J.I sl 'G 

DATI ... NATURE 

, .V\;J v=' 

~------~---. --~--------~~~------~------------------~ 
~------~-,------------------~------+---------------~~ 

~/~ ropy ?-~-A. OF 6 COPIES 

COPy ~ OF 6 COPIES 

RECORD OF DI'SCLOSURE 
E~ACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

SHALL SIBN THIS RECORD 
.' CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL
CCN:094/IN FILEADH
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C 0 N F ID ENTIAL MAC 5691 EYES ONLY
I PLAN TO VISIT YOUR HEAD QKARTERS WEDNESDAY, 7 MAY.
REQUEST G2-G3 UPDATE AND A COMPREHENSIVE BRIEFING
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1. 1 FULI. Y INDORSE YOUR INTENT f IN L IGJff OF THE ST CRM 
IICilALS OJER QUAIG 8GAI, TO MAINTAIN THE CAPABILnv TO 
lEtIV£R j,QU'tCK, J>ECISIV£ COUNt£RetOW. TOTKIS, END, .I 
CCNrlRM 1~}{AT XXIV CORPS srANDSREADY TO stART A-TWO 
MTTALIfJI TASK FORCE IN NOTION SOUTHWARD ON. 12 flOUR 
MortCE (C)R AS SOON THEREAFTER AS AIRLIFT CAN BE "ADE­
NAILAELBDOI! FOR THE MONTH elF MAY, THE DESIGNATED 
iaSERVE l:S 1ST BRIGADS; 10151 AIRBORNE DIVISION. 
~ THE CCJNCIPT rF OPERA-TION APACHE SNOW,WHICH KICKS /' 
.. ,. H'MAIY, IS TO CLEAR THE NORTHERN AND CENTRAL A SMA!), 
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,.ICl'I THE LAOTIAN BORDER EASTWARD. IN A SHORT, V HLENt 
CAffPA 1~. CRANCES (F SUC~ESS WILL BE OPT !MIZED BY NEAR 

1 SIMULTAIUiiOlJS C mBAT ASSAULTS THROUGHOUT THE OPE RAT IONAL 
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. MeA, THUS DIFFUSIHG THE ENEt4Y·S OEF£NSES. IN 'THIS CONCEPT~' 

aOlENTSCF THE 3D MARINE DWIStON PLAY A VlTAl.. ALBElT . , 
urnTED,Ra..E .. THE HCLE IS VITAL BECAUSE .wE .NEED's Must . . I 

~CE'.RTAlft: WHY THE El'lEMY HAS BEEN AT SUCH PA INS f 0 : : 
EXTEND RAPIDLY ROUTE 922-1 COR WHATEVER DESIGNATION 
CINCPAC WILL GIVE THIS EHTRY.). It IS DIstINCTLY LiMlTED 
I£CAUSE y'HE 3D MAR.INE DIVISION MUST CONTINUE rOGIVE 
PRIORITY ,ATTENTION TOfflE CENTRAL DMZ AND NORTHWESTERN 
WA5G TRI. THUS, THE 3D NARlNE DIVISION HAS BEEN EXPRESSLY 
rt:STRICTED TOATWO .BATTAlION FORCE. THE V9 IS ALREADY 

L.. 
If POSITI.C5 GENERALLY ASTRIDE FSB .RAZOR; ON 10.mAY, 219 j 

• _ VILL ASSAULT ONTO FS9 ERSKINE AND 'RtF THEREf"R(lYl. .l~(I). J ,-,-- 'l ."_ .. '~d",.,"1La:U0Jfj,UQ$;;n:a4AjJ, .".,,,,,],. . ilLih, ik,j· 432.A.4.-% 

DECLASSIFIED 

ij 

J 

0 071700Z ZYH ZFF 4 ZFF-1
FM LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
$ ECRET PHB 0842 EYES ONLY
REF YOUR 060526Z MAY 69 (SUBJECT: ENEMY SITUATION IN
I C ORPS)
1. I FULLY INDORSE YOUR INTENT, IN LIGHT OF THE ST ORM
SIGNALS OVER QUAN G NGAI, TO MAINTAIN THE CAPABILITY TO
DELIVER A QUICK, DECISIVE COUNTERBLOW. TO THIS END, I
CONFIRM THAT XXIV CORPS STANDS READY TO START A TWO
BATTALION TASK F ORCE IN MOTION SOUTHWARD ON 12 HOUR
NOTICE ( OR AS SOON THE REAFTER AS AIRLIFT CAN BE MADE
AVAILABLE). FOR THE MONTH OF MAY, THE DESIGNATED
RESERVE IS 1ST BRIGADE, 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION.
2. THE CONCEPT OF OPERATION A PACHE SNOW, WHICH KICKS
OFF 10 MAY, IS TO CLEAR THE NORTHERN AND CENTRAL A SHAU,
FROM THE LAOTIAN BORDER EAST WARD, IN A SHORT, VIOLENT
CAMPAIGV. CHANCES OF SUCCESS WILL BE OPTIMIZED BY NEAR
SIMULT ANE OUS COMBAT ASSAULTS THROUGHOUT THE OPERATIONAL
AREA, THUS DIFFUSING THE ENEMY'S DEFENSES. IN THIS CONCEPT,
ELEMENTS OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION PLAY A VITAL, AL BEIT
LIMITED, ROLE, THE ROLE IS VITAL BECAUSE WE NEEDS MUST
ASCERTAIN WHY THE EMEMY HAS BEEN AT SUCH PAINS TO
EXTEND RAPIDLY ROUTE 922-1 ( OR WHATEVER DESIGNATION
CINC PAC WILL GIVE THIS ENTRY). IT IS DISTINCTLY LIMITED
BECAUSE THE 3D MARINE DIVISION MUST CONTINUE TO GIVE
PRIORITY ATTENTION TO THE CENTRAL DMZ AND NORT HWEST ERN
QUAN GTRI. THUS, THE 3D MARINE DIVISION HAS BEEN EXPRESSLY
RESTRICTED TO A TWO BATTALION FORCE. THE 1/9 IS ALREADY
IN POSITION GENERALLY ASTRIDE FSB RAZOR; ON 10 MAY, 2/9

23(1)WILL ASSAULT ONTO FSB ERSKINE AND RIF THEREFROM.
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3. . S fGRff'Df Ol>A Y. T H!'57fif""N'ilR£GIHNn£PRESi MTS 
A tHREAT 1: 0 VC B, FRCM THE WfST OR SOUTHWESl. GENERAL 
JOf!S AND I RECOGHIZE THIS THREAT, ARE TAKIRG ACTION TO 
I'SCERl' AIN Its IMMINENCE AND STRENGTH. AAD ARE PREPARED TO 
lEAL WITH IT SUMMARD..V If'IT MATERIALIZES"'· WHILE AT THE.SAME 
TIME IMPlEN£HTIN G APACNE SHOW. GROUND RECONNAISSANCE 
#WI> AERIAL SURV! D..LANCE CF THE KHE SARR FLATEAU ARE 
lEING INTENSIFIED; RIFtS ARE PLANNED NORtH (If FSB CATES AND 
l£ST CY VCBI AND EJ..EMENTS CF THE 3D £12 A RINE DIVISION AND 
a> ARVN REGIMENT ARE AVAILA BLE, ON SHORT NOT ICE, FOR 
S\!PLOYMENt AGAltiSTSIGNIFICANT ENEMY TARGETS. MOREOVER, 
SHlfLD THE 51TH NVA REGIMERt MOVE EASTWARD .sOUTH OF ROUTE 9:, 
~ ARE PREPA-RED TO SWING THE 9TH MARINE UNIT S COMNITTED TO 
APACHE SN OW AROUND TH£ F'tlLCRVtf OF FS8 RAZOR AND. ATTACK 
mE ENEMY·S RIGHT (SOUTH) FLANK. IN MYESl' !MATE, THE 57TH 
tNAREGIMElllTCANN"or .af COILED FOR A COOCERTED ATTACK . 
AGAINST OU:R INSTALLAtlOftS (OR, CONVERSELY. PRESENT A 
1.UCRATIVE JARGEt FOR PRE-EMPTION) IN l..~SS THAN 10 DAYS 
TO 2WEEKS~~ BY THAT tun:. I BEL lEV! THAT THE 9TH tiIARIH!$' 
TAst( Itl A~~CH£ SNOW SHOULD BE sueSTANT tALL YC(ltfPLETED. 
5. IN THE 1 .. 1 GHt CF THEF'OR£GOUto. WHICH AS YOU .IND ICATED 
TODAY AllAYS YOUR CCWCERN. 1 HAVE r'AREtf NO ACTION IO 
ARREST THE 3D M.ARIHE DIVISION'S WELL-ADVANCED PREPARAT IONS 
FOR PART IClfATIOfl lCt APACHE SN ow. 

, 

SS O. N orE: I DEL WE R 0800fl S MA Y 
~s 
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3 AS WE AGREED TODAY, THE 57TH NVA REGIMENT REPRESENTS
A THREAT TO VCB, FROM THE WEST OR SOUTHWEST. GENERAL
JOYES AND I REC OGNIZE THIS THREAT; ARE TAKING ACTION TO
ASCE RT AIN ITS IMMINENCE AND STRENGTH; AND ARE PREPARED TO
DEAL WITH IT SUMMAR LL IF IT MATERIALIZES-- WHILE AT THE SAME
TIME IMPLEMENTING APACHE SNOW. GROUND RECONNAISSANCE
AND AERIAL SURVE ILLANCE OF THE KHE SANH PLATEAU ARE
EING INTENSIFIED; RIF'S ARE PLANNED NORTH OF FSB CATES AND
WEST OF VCB AND ELEMENTS OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION AND
2D ARVN REGIMENT ARE AVAILABLE, ON SHORT NOTICE, FOR
EMPLOYMENT AGAINST SIGNIFICANT ENEMY TARGETS. MORE OVER,
SHOULD THE 57TH NVA REGIMENT M OVE EASTWARD SOUTH OF ROUTE 9,
WE ARE PREPARED TO SWING THE 9TH MARINE UNITS COMMITTED TO
APACHE SN OW AROUND THE FULCRUM OF FSB RAZOR AND ATTACK
THE ENEMY'S RIGHT (SOUTH) FLANK. IN MY ESTIMATE, THE 57TH
NV A REGIMENT CANN OT BE COILED FOR A CONCERTED ATTACK
AGAINST OUR INSTALLATIONS (OR, CONVERSELY, PRESENT A
LUCRATIVE TARGET FOR PRE-EMPTION) IN LESS THAN 10 DAYS
TO 2 WEEKS. BY THAT TIME, I BELIEVE THAT THE 9TH MARINES'
TASK IN APACHE SN OW SHOULD BE SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETED.
5. IN THE LIGHT OF THE FOREGOING, WHICH AS YOU INDICATED
TODAY ALLAYS YOUR CONCERN, I HAVE TAKEN NO ACTION TO
ARREST THE 3D MARINE DIVISION'S WELL-ADVANCED PREPARATIONS
FOR PARTICIPATION IN APACHE SN OW.

23(2)SS O NOTE: DELIVER 0800H 8 MAY
505
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l:'equired by the attached message. 
~ G-3 is pre:paxing a. memo on the subject. r-1 
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4
12

may
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHINDCG AIR
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ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN
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20
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11 May 1969

FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF

III MAF is required to submit reports
required by the attached message.

G-3 is preparing a memo on the subject.
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0101028Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-l 
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON 
TO GE~ Bl~OW:\' CG -r;'H AIR FORCE SAIGON 

.- I LTG N-}tki~RSON CG llIMAF DANANG·· . 
1 LTG MILDHEf~ DEP CG USARV LONG BINH 

LTG CORCORAN CG I FFV NHA TRANG 
LTG EWELL CG II FFV LONG BINH 
VADM Z UM~~ALT COMNAVFORV SA lGON 
MG ECKHARDT CG DMA C. CAN THO 
MG RICHAFWSON CG CMAC SAIGON 
IN 1'0 LT G ST IUJELL CG XX IV COR PS PHU BA I 
YSoKOLC/COL AARO!v CO 5TH SFG NHA TRANG 
ZEM Co 't 

CO· ~~ I' 1 0 E N T 1 A L MAC 5 95 9 E YE S 0 NL Y .. 
, REFEREN,..E:: COMUSMACV 28028 Dr G 100852Yl MAY 69 

1. (C) IT -IS IMPERATIVE THAT ALL EVENTS ·WHICH HAVE 
IND ICAT IONS OF MAT 10 NAL LEVEL l'INTEREST INVOLV ING ., 
MIL IT ARY OPERAT IO~!S, CIV IL OISORDERS, AND NAT IONAL 
DISASTERS BE SUBMITTED TO PROVIDE "AS-II-HAPPENS" 
INFORMATION BY THE FASTEST MEANS AVAILABLE. 
2. (0) TELEPHONE SHO ULD BE THE PR IMARY MEANS OF 
TRANSMISSION 'WITH FOLLOW-UP RECORD TRANSMISSION 
BY TELETYPE. 
3. (U) OPREP-,3/ PINNACLE REPORTS, REQUIRED WHEN 
SUCH I!\lCIDENTS ARE ENCOUNTERED, MUsr BE SUBMITTED 
TO THE NtlTlONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER (NMCC) 
AND THE GHJCPAC COMMAND CENTER BY T HE LOWEST 
COMMAND HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT ANO -
HAVING ACCESS TOO THE NAT IONAL COMMUNICAT IONS 
SYSTEM. INFO COPlE S 0 F THE SE ME SSAGES IN ILL BE 

i SENT TO THIS HEADQUARTERS VIA DEDICATED CIRCUIT~ 
4. (C) ADDITIONALLY, REQUEST ADDRESSEES REPORT­
PROMPTLY BY THE MOST EXPEDIT IOUS mEANS ANY 
H~CIDENT OF M1Y TYPE, WHICH IS L IKEL Y TO RECE IVE -
SPECIAL'fI,rTENT ION BY THE NAT IONALAND INTER-

) 

~.j 

NAT lONAL NElNS MED IA. AMPL IFYING OET A IL S MA Y 
BE SUBSEGlUHiTLY REPORTED AS ADD IT IONAL INFORMAT ION 
BECOMES AVA ILABLE ~ , 
5. (C) PL.EASE TAKE NECESSARY ACT ION TO I ENFORCE· 
5TR lCT REPORT IrlG D ISCIPL lNE. TO ENSURE THAT THE 
INF'ORMATIO~J NEEDS OF THIS HEADQUARTERS AND THOSE' 

'OF THE PR'ESIOENT , SECRETARY. OF DEFENSE, JCS,NMCC, 
AND Clf~ CF~A-c' ARE MET BY THE FASTE ST PO SSIBLE . 
MEMJS;- . 
GP-4 " 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 
400 . 

"*It", •. J .. 
CONF~D[NTiAl 
DECLASSIFIED 
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0 1010287 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON
TO GEN BROWN CG TH AIR FORCE SAIGON
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG
LTG MILDREN DEP CG USARV LONG BINH
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II FFV LONG BINH
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
MG ECKHARDT CG DMAC CAN THO
MG RICHARDSON CG CMAC SAIGON
INFO LTG ST ILWELL CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
YS KKOLC/COL AARON CO 5TH SFG NHA TRANG
ZEM
CONFID E N T I A L MAC 5959 EYES ONLY
REFEREN E : COMUSMACV 28028 DT G 10085 0Z MAY 69
1. (C) IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT ALL EVENT S WHICH HAVE
INDICATIIONS OF NATIONAL LEVEL ZINTEREST INVOLVING

MILITARY OPERATIONS, CIVIL DISORDERS, AND NATIONAL
DISASTERS BE SUBMITTED TO PROVIDE "AS-IT-HAPPENS'
INFORMATION BY THE FASTEST MEANS AVAILABLE.
2. (U) TELEPHONE SHOULD BE THE PRIMARY MEANS OF
TRANSMISSION WITH FOLLOW-UP RECORD TRANSMISSION
BY TELETYPE.
3. (U) OPREP-3/ PINNACLE REPORTS, REQUIRED WHEN
SUCH INCIDENTS ARE ENCOUNTERED, MUST BE SUBMITTED
TO THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER (NMCC)
AND THE CINCPAC COMMAND CENTER BY THE LOWEST
COMMAND HAVING KNOWLEDGE OF THE INCIDENT AND
HAVING ACCESS TOO THE NAT IONAL COMMUNICATIONS
SYSTEM. INFO COPIES OF THESE MESSAGES WILL BE
SENT TO THIS HEADQUARTERS VIA DEDICATED CIRCUIT.
4. (C) ADDITIONALLY, REQUEST ADDRESSEES REPORT
PROMPTLY BY THE MOST EXPEDIT IO US MEANS ANY
INCIDENT OF ANY TYPE, WHICH IS LIKELY TO RECEIVE
SPECIAL ATTENT ION BY THE NATIONAL AND INTER
NATIONAL NEWS MEDIA. AMPLIFYING DETAILS MAY
BE SUBSEQUENTLY REPORTED AS ADD IT IO NAL INFORMATION
BECOMES AVAILABLE.
5. (C) PLEASE TAKE NECESSARY ACTION TO, ENFORCE
STRICT REPORTING DISCIPLINE TO ENSURE THAT THE
INFORMATION NEEDS OF THIS HEADQUARTERS AND THOSE
OF THE PRESIDENT , SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, JCS, NMCC,
AND CINCPAC ARE MET BY THE FASTEST POSSIBLE
MEANS.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
400
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0.171.201 7111 ZFF-1 ZFF
EV ITC CUTWELL CG XXIV CORPO
TO LTC NICKERSON CC III MAF
7=M
CONF TRENT! A L DIB 3855 EVEC ONLY
1. APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERN FOR MY WELFARE 10 EXPRESSED
IN YOUR MESSAGE OF 1915492 MAY.
C. UTTY RECARD TO YOUR GUERY CONCERNING THE MOTIFICATION
OF COMUSTANY, NO MESSAGE WAS TRANSALTED BY ANY AGENCY
UNDER NY CONTROL EXCEPT FOR THE SPOT REPORT BY MY TOO
TO YOUR 000 AT 1737 IMMEDIATELY AFTER MY MEADQUARTER? HAD
REE" NOTIFIED OF THE ACCIDENT.
7. I AM TNECRMED THAT THERE IS A ROUTINE REPORT SUBMITTED
THROUGH ARMY AVIATION CHANNEL EATH TIME ART ACCIDENT
accupe. THIS REPORT CONTAINS PRELIM." ARY DETAILS
RECARDING THE ACCIDENT, LISTS CASUALTIES, IF AMY, AND
MAMEC OF ALL PERCONNEL ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT INVOLVED. IT
HAS THOUGH TWIS REPORTING SYSTEM THAT MY MEADQUARTERS
ETRCT RECEIVED WORD OF THE ACCIDENT AND TRADSMITTED THE
INFORMATION TO YOUR MEADOUARTERS. APPARENTLY, AVIATION
PERSONEL TN SATCO" ORRERVED MY NAME AND REPORTED THE
FACT TO MACY. A FAR AF I KNOW, NO OTHER MOTIFICATION OF
THE ACIDENTA-REYOND CIR REPORT TO III MAF "EADQUAPTER
AND THE ROUTINE AVIATION REPORT MAC ACCOMPL TSWED or
ANY AGENCY IN TMIS AREA.
4. T RETURNED FROM THE FIELD AT 1945. THE TELEPHONE CALL
BY PUP BOLLING TO GEORGE DOOLEY HAS MADE CHORTLY
THEREAFTER TO PR AVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION NOT
SWATLAFLE T THE TIME OF OUR INITIAL REPORT TO TTT MAF.
a. WARM REGARDS.

can NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY TO BC 000LEY, "OT RPT VOT
TO LTG WICKERSOAN
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TO COL AARbN CO 5TH SFGA 
INFO BGEN Dt4YER G-3 III MAF 
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DECLASSIFIED 

SEC RET MAC 60133 EYES 0 NL Y 
SUBJECT: DEPLOYMENT OF MSF BN . 
REF: A. CG~ III MAF 0843 DTG 06160& MAY 69 

•• 

B. CO, 5TH'SFGA 912712C DTG 071105Z MAY 69 
1. (S) REFERENCE A IS REQUEST To CG, 1 FFORCEV FOR A MSF BN T,O 

BE ASSIGNED TO I CTZ TO COUNTER T HE INCREASED ENEMY THREAT. REF­
ERENcE B STATES THAT CO, 5TH SFGA AGREEES WITH CG~ III MAF AND 
RECOMMENDS THAT THEMSF BN GO TO I CTZRATHER THAN PHU QUOC ISLAND. 
2. T HE PROPOSAL CONi A INEO IN REFERENCES. TO DEPLOY A MSF BN, FROM 
THE 5TH MSF COMMA ND TO I CTZ RAT HER THAN TO PHU QUOC ISLAND IN 
IV ·CIZ.WAS: PRESENTED TO J3, JGS. THE DECISION TO DEPLOY THIS UNIT 
TO PHU QUOC WAS MADE BY GEN V lEN, CH IE F, JGS BASED ON A NEED TO 
CLEAN UP VC ELEMENTS AND ESCAPED PRISONERS PR lOR TO THE BEGINNINGG 
OF THE RAINY SEASON. IN ADDITION, NO REQUEsr FOR THIS UNIT FROM 
CG, ICTZ WAS RECEIVED BY JGS PRIOR TO THE TIME THE UNIT BEGAN ns 
DEPLOYMENT TO PHU QUOC. ' 
GP-4 ' 

ssa NOTE: DELIVER DURING .DillY HOURS 
210 . 
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0 1111562 ZFF- 6 ZFF 3
FM BGE MCLAUGHLIN DEP J-3
TO COL AARON CO 5TH SFGA
INFO BGEN DW YER G-3 III MAF
ZEM
SECRET MAC 6003 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: DEPLOYMENT OF MSF BN
REF : A. CG, III MAF 0843 DTG 0616082 MAY 69

B. CO, 5TH SFGA 912712C DTG 071105Z MAY 69
1. (S) REFERENCE A IS REQUEST To CG, I FFORCEV FOR A MSF BN TO
BE ASSIGNED TO I CTZ TO COUNTER THE INCREASED ENEMY THREAT. REF-
ERENCE B STATES THAT CO, 5TH SFGA AGREES WITH CG, III MAF AND
RECOMMENDS THAT THE MSF BN GO TO I CTZ RATHER THAN PHU QUOC ISLAND.
2. THE PROPOSAL CONTAINED IN REFERENCES TO DEPLOY A MSF BN FROM
THE 5TH MSF COMMAND TO I CTZ RATHER THAN TO PHU QUOC ISLAND IN
IV CIZ WAS PRESENTED TO J3, JGS. THE DECISION TO DEPLOY THIS UNIT
TO PHU QUOC WAS MADE BY GEN VIEN, CHIEF, JGS BASED ON A NEED TO
CLEAN UP VC ELEMENTS AND ESCAPED PRISONERS PRIOR TO THE BEGINNINGG
OF THE RAINY SEASON. IN ADDITION, NO REQUEST FOR THIS UNIT FROM
CG, I CTZ WAS RECEIVED BY JGS PRIOR TO THE TIME THE UNIT BEGAN IT'S

DEPLOYMENT TO PHU QUOC.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
210
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OPEI~ATION CODE FROM I DATE 1 x- ORIGINATOR flO lO~'£'HO ell H~,' v '3 ;":" 't " 1 
A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT I REC:OMMENDAnoN SERIAL_ I CONTROL DATE -1,-': ,3 j 
I - I N FO~MATION '3(1'3512 

.COPIES ~ECO S - SIGNATURE COPV'" OF 1 
SECTION CODE 

DATE 
INITIAL 

.SUBUECT .1 
ROUTE 

IN OUT CQN~U)~fAL r1AC' E·1M EV!. CNLYr, I 

CG REMARK~.\ilJ -I 
DCG ~ DOCUMENT 18 UNDER CONTROL AND 

DCG AIR MUST 8£ RETURNED 10 FORCE sac WITHIN 

CIS :. 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTtON/DISPOS-

DCIS .f11iIN ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 
--'. - .----.. --
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HEADQUA_TERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
FROMOPERATION CODE DATE

MG TOWNSEND C/8 MACV 13 MAY 69x ORIGINATOR
A-ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON 1,4,31303121- INFORMATION
S- SIGNATURE COPIES RECOCOPY OF

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE CONFIDENTIAL MAC 6756 EYES ONLYIN OUT

REMARKS 2CG
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN

C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN
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CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL

PMO
sac

CONFIDENTIAL

#28

DECLASSIFIED



• 
'---"-~ ,- -.~. 

--- ,~~3J;)~Ti~ ~-YH-ZF~4-Z"F-l 
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I J GEN ~,<\!:~J -roR 1A! 
LTG Mn.~£C~ neG U5A:{V 
lorl :~lCri~:JJM CG tIl '1;\1" 
L'r 3 Jr i1.\JElL ttl ~U<1 V C J:H~ J 
VAi)j'l ZU :'It;J AI., T C Jt'\jflAV Fnv 
IT a eli C~~AN Ctl 1 FflJ 
LTG E~aL eG lIYFV 
[1 G E: C KHARbl ce £) 'ii A C . 
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zro : 

• 

---~~_4;~_N Fl, 0 £ NIl A L ~·}ItC~'6 EYE$ ~11.l­
~-~Ji;;,/;~tl) -RE:F': figf.LJ F'J>< JEc:nii. SUBJl !.lIlirU F.)l 11 NAY 
::A:l£ij\-lED 5 r1 A Y <S 9. 
:>-:;i~/"{ Q- TH!S NE.SiSAGE i1EAF.,I-;I1lS T!!i%! THE cliflmA~E~S !JIll!-

ll;; 5CHEj)~l.ED y-n 17J$)J!i1MU~iIL 17i2dtJH "Hr. G~:f iil, Iii!; ella 
tRl£FUaa :11 :'j~. ~n:V niADQU~f£lfrn5. 
3. (tP ?~:~!}~!.!~ AS fQU.J.W3~ 

$t. ~ " . 
a Jl 
c., Ae Jf~t· Cj~iI)S 

( ~E:AlIO 
D. f"ZA \:;~1A 
-E. 1T ~I Am ,~ CE 
F. _ rlAV F:i~ V . 

4. (0 Lm~CHEJti WILL pm,.t.~ ~n:l1e "'LL '4!!J. • .BE GUSS1'S 
:W C~'1uSrj~W. .rill tun lClPtUEa Itl{~I tU..L ~ Cl!V ItU::> e!!!-!.. ~-E 
TERi!! Hl~rE:j) BY 17 14 ~3 K riA ¥ 69. 
Gr-4 

:33,) NJIE: DELIVE:\ JU~ ItlGi>UTY H";U,~,3 
213 
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333512 ZYN 2FF-4 ZFF-1
FM M3 ISERSEND 0/3 MACV
I O GEN BR W @ CDR 7AF
LTG MILDRE# DCG USARV
LTG NICKERSON CG III BAF
LTG ST LLVELL CG XXIV CURPS
VADM ZUNIALT COMNAVF.RV
LTG CORCHAN CG I FFV
LTG EWELL CG II FFV
MG BOKHARDT CS DHAC
ZEM
CONFIDENIIAL NAC 6356 EYES ONLY
1. ( D REF: MEMU FR RECORD, SUBJ: WIEU FR 17 MAY
DATED S MAY 69.
a. : 0 THIS MESSAGE REAFFIRMS THAT THE CURRANDERS WIEU
IS SCHEDULED FR 173900M UNTIL 1712008 MAY S9, AT THE CIIS
BRIEFING OF 304, HAW HEAD QUARTERS
3. (10 SCHEDULE IS AS FOLL INS:

A. J
a J3
C. ACOFS, CORDS

(BREAK
D. MACNA
E. 7TH AIR FORCE
F. NAV F R R

4. (0 LUNCHE ON WILL FOLLOW WIEU ALL WILL BE GUESTS
OF IT 13 ANTICIPATED THAT ALL ACTIVITIES WILL BE
TERMINATED BY 171400K MAY S9.
GP-4

SSD NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
213
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'. ." : IJ~/,(A ~ 'UN. COO! 

. X- ORIGINAT'OR 
A - ACTION I COGNIZANCE '. .. . . 
C - CO.MMf;NT I RECOMMENDAnPN . 
I - I N FORMATION ., 
S -.SIGNATLJRE . 

I ROUTE SECTION . CoDE' . DATE 
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'COROS 
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INSP 
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PSY OPS 
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. m I1AF . FORM . !5216(REV 3-68) 

. F~G XX, \I eo~ps '. . I~DAfE 1'3 MA Y e9 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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HEADQU RTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

DATE 13 MAY 69FROM
CG XXIV CORPSOPERATION CODE

x- ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE

1,2,3, 4SERIAL # / CONTROL DATECOMMENT /RECOMMENDATION 0 13005421- INFORMATION
COPIES RECOOFCOPYS-SIGNATURE

SUBJECT
TOP SECRET PHB 0875 EYES ONLYDATE

INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE
OUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCEDCG AIR
ORDER P5511.4+2 C/S

DC/S THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE
DC/S PLAN

9/1/2

SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

5/13IS/S

send

DOCUMENT.
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f----;;.:---~-i~i:;-L~: iv'! i-~~~-~ ~e-F-LJ ----------------

\ ~. I . r; C'T!:~I'T':"I_L "':':' XX!:" '~O:),::::::; 
Tn TG 1,l IC!<'tD SON CG I II "~,AF 

T. P S E ~ RET P4B 0875 EYES o [\)L Y 
1. HITu TifE i\;1.~,JOR EFFORT. Pi ODER~TTO~\T r~ft:,sst,r:J.-1USETTS ~3TRIKE~ 

IJ I H1 I swr::r::' PI e-.~\lOq De- CQiI.TCE II}Tq A TED P, E7E l',rp1, Y 1\IT 0 T!:-IE ENE f1Y' 5 
U'-" 1ST!': C;Olli'I:JL::::X AR 0U\1O THE NOR}1-!PUJ [!llO OF\ THE A SE.~U VALLEY, 
CrV~R6L I~POPTA~IT euESTION2 CO~CER~ING BASE AREA 607 REMAIN 
U\ .,,}lS1~IEREQ •. 
0. (11}Q T'~RI.!~:::T TUROUGH THE C:OUTHP~,l\l EXIT OF THE A SHAU A~'m VlTO 
\10P.T u hrEST ':'U,ANG ~TA~ PqOVP'~C;E "TI~S PRECEDED BY A LIGHT-1.~IEIGHT 
qE('f'!~l"lAISS~I))CE OF SASE ~.REA 607. "BY THIS I PIjPLY ~IO DI::3PARAGE­
~ENT OF T~E SIX-MAN CCN RECO~ TEAMS W~ICH PE0ETRATED DEEP INTO 
PUS LITTLE.-I<NO\ljf'.; D1P1Y SA:'ICTUA"l. Y; O:':L Y Tl{fi,.T THEIR. SIZE ,4NO 
r:OiVIDQ::::ITIOP IJOJIED TllEM ABIL1TY TO EXPLORE AGGRESSIvEL Y. THEY 
PEQ,F0~'\1E[l 1.,.1Ell :,\no T~EY DIS(;OVER,ED MCJC'i, BUT p\: KEEPI\lG lIJIT!-! . 
T1J~IR ?;;1ISSIOt-,J, T4EY \,)EqE PERFORCE HITHDRA\,ll\j \!].'iEM THEY n~COUl\rT­

E!:lEe: nDPOSITIO~.l. r-[E sur" OF TFE H1TELLIGD)CE TFEY DE\!ELOPEDO IS 
M0~E PROV OCJH rVE Tl--' Al\T SAT I SFYING • 
. 3. ~~OST P1POQ.T Al'!TL Y, T}IE cellI TEAl\lS FOU~'~D A~l EXTE[\iSIVE ENEMY BASE 
r::~,r1p--INEXPLIC,A.8l y uIl1TEN.~fljTEO AT THEE r~m1Er\lT. HERE THEY C.t\PTU?EO·· 
~. (';UANTITY OF E0UIP"1ENT, P\lCLUDHIG BOTH CO!F1U"1IC,HIONS GEAP . 
.b,~llJ ~qTILL[I=\ Y FIR E COh1Tq OL I1'1C:TRU!\1E;HS~' A.ND SE\'EP, ~L VE:-1 Y \l ALL'­
\1?LE DOC'lf~ENTS. THE L.~ TTEQ. I I'm reATED T HE EXPECTED PRESD1CE OF 
EL::f!lEf>,lTS OF ,NVA BINl-i nHM 43 AND l,niAT 1\tIuST BE LIAISON OQ, FOP\'IA~D 
ELE'I1t:NTS' OF SINH T~.~~1 42. T!-!ERE l\!ERE ALSO INDICATIONS OF \;JRl\l 
~RE PROPABLY THE NORTi-fEHN?VfOST ELErt!Ef>:T~ 01=" T~E ~J\I~ 220TH TRA~JS­
POqTATIO'" REGT t.]J-lIGY-!., ,~s YOU KNOW, PROVIDES LOGISTIC SUPPOgT FOR 
PIE ENEMY T"1.00P5 DEPLOYED O~i THE \'lESTE~Y HEA:::!-!ES OF TllE DA ~lANG 
T~ 00". 
4. THEIEi. f'IlOST I~TqIGIJP1G DISCovEqy, HO",EVER, '\l.J!~S EV!DEi,JCE OF THE 
~ECni"'E OF snlltlE PORTION OF T~E 6758 NVA ARTIlLER.Y PECr IN THE 
I="nR~ OF AqTILLERY FIRE CONTROL I~STRU~EMTS, TRA~~!MG AIDS AND 
li,rIT REC0RDS. 14E H,WE TT-!OUGHT SINCE OPER.~TTOA; DEII.)EY :::At\)YOi\l THAT 
TUIS EfllTIRE R.fGT 1.1AS PRESENT ALO\lG ROUTE 922 l~~--lE~\1 THE 9TH f1AR IIUE:::: 
(;UT TH"T RO!!,[1 P} FEBqUN~.Y-~ARC;{ OF THIS YEAR. OOCUi\lE~,lTS CAPTUR,ED 
gy Tl-fE 9TH ~ftR.I~!ES EST,HtLIS~ED riAT rlE 6758 M~TY HEGT '-'JAS S0l1POSED 
OF T}-lQEE BATTALIONS: T1.'JO EquIPPED [,jIll-! TE~T 122 MM GU~,IS EACH At,'{) 
0N,:" E0UIPPED wITH TEN 85 ~M GIJ~S. INAS~UCP AS BOTP 85 M~ A~D 122 
1\IfM l?ur:-.1s hlERE CAPTURED 08 DESTR OYED n TOTAL OF 'r6:'PTECES) B¥ THE 
ClTlI \1~qplES PJ OEHEY CA~jYO;>'I, l,.l£ ASS'Y'1EO THAT 14 'l1IXEC PIECES OF 
.1~qTIlLERY R[~AH1ED IN THE PP,ESENT AP,/I,CHE S"~Oh! 04.0 I~) THE HM"JDS OF 
TU~ RE~NAMTS OF T~E 675X REGT. IN LIG~T OF THE DISCOVEq!ES OF cc~ 
1\1 8t\C:E AREA 607 hIE ~1!JST ~~O!'I REVISE T:-{AT EC:TIM,~TE. IT IS QUITE 
p,,]SSIllL':: T'-'i'T~r::: ~<')'? w~ r-1!"'l;l~TT~.L~,04t /"Ie- T"'e- -5751? TC: .!l!.' !:",-:r;T ['1S7 
PC'SEIJ C(,·'l::.'~.'::':lr:::~" f"ft 5"''7~ D':{Cr:A?L'! !"; ~ T,)~T":r:-'S ':lOL':: '·':rTLI 1T5/9(1) 
G!.!,\iS L.~T"" C::Y '=C'"" ::::""fC e-"T'or. '.W:::. 

.... 

/7(1) 
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12/2527 7 vn 75F71 ZFF-4
LTC CTILUELL 20 XXIV CORPS

TO LTG MICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM

IPSECRET PHB 3875 EYES ONLY
1. WITH THE MAJOR EFFORT IN OPERATION MASSACHUSETTS STRIKER
DIMINISHED IN FAVOR OF CONCENTRATED RE7ENTRY INTO THE ENEMY'S
LOGISTIC COMPLEX AROUND THE NORTHERN END OF, THE A SHAU VALLEY,
SEVERAL IMPORTANT QUESTIONS CONCERNING BASE AREA 607 REMAIN
UMANSWERED.
? OUR THRUST THROUGH THE SOUTHERN EXIT OF THE A SHAU AND INTO
NORTHWEST AUANG NAM PROVINCE WAS PRECEDED BY 4 LIGHT-WEIG
RECONNAISSANCE OF BASE AREA 697. BY THIS I IMPLY NO DISPARAGE-
MENT OF THE SIX-MAI CCN RECON TEAMS WHICH PENETRATED DEEP INTO
THIS LITTLE-KNOWN ENEMY SANCTUARY; ONLY THAT THEIR SIZE AND
COMPOSITION DENIED THEM ABILITY TO EXPLORE AGGRESSIVELY. THEY
PERFORMED WELL AND THEY DISCOVERED MUCH, BUT IN KEEPING WITH
THEIR MISSION, THEY WERE PERFORCE WITHDRAWN WHEN THEY ENCOUNT-
ERED OPPOSITION. THE SUM OF THE INTELLIGENCE THEY DEVELOPEDO IS
MORE PROVOCATIVE THAN SATISFYING.
3. MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE CCN TEAMS FOUND AN EXTENSIVE ENEMY BASE
CAMP--INEXPLICABLY UNTENANTED AT THEE MOMENT. HERE THEY CAPTURED
A QUANTITY OF EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING BOTH COMMUNICATIONS GEAR
AND ARTILLERY FIRE CONTROL INSTRUMENTS: AND SEVERAL VERY VALU-
ABLE DOCUMENTS. THE LATTER INDICATED THE EXPECTED PRESENCE OF
ELEMENTS OF NVA BINH TRAM 43 AND WHAT MUST BE LIAISON OR FORWARD
ELEMENTS OF BINH TRAM 42. THERE WERE ALSO INDICATIONS OF WHAT
ARE PRORABLY THE NORTHERNMOST ELEMENTS OF THE MVA 220TH TRANS-
PORTATION REGT WHICH, AS YOU KNOW, PROVIDES LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR
THE ENEMY TR00PS DEPLOYED ON THE WESTERN REACHES OF THE DA NANG
TAOR.
4. THEIR MOST INTRIGUING DISCOVERY, HOWEVER, WAS EVIDENCE OF THE
PREFENCE OF SOME PORTION OF THE 575B NVA ARTILLERY REGT IN THE
FORM OF ARTILLERY FIRE CONTROL INSTRUMENTS, TRAINING AIDS AND
UNIT RECORDS. WE HAVE THOUGHT SINCE OPERATION DEWEY CANYON THAT
TUIS ENTIRE REGT WAS PRESENT ALONG ROUTE 922 WHEN THE 9TH MARINES
CUT THAT ROAD IN FEBRUARY-MARCH OF THIS YEAR. DOCUMENTS CAPTURED
BY THE 9TH MRINES ESTABLISHED THAT THE 675B ARTY REGT WAS COMPOSED
OF THREE BATTALIONS: Two EQUIPPED WITH TEN 122 MM GUNS EACH AND
ONE EQUIPPED WITH TEN 85 MM GUNS. INASMUCH AS BOTH 85 MM AND 122
MM GUNS WERE CAPTURED OR DESTROYED CA TOTAL OF 16-PIECES) BY THE
OTH MARINES IN DEMEY CANYON, WE ASSUMED THAT 14 MIXED PIECES OF
ARTILLERY REMAINED IN THE PRESENT APACHE SNOW A O IN THE HANDS OF
THE REMNANTS OF THE 675X REGT. IN LIGHT OF THE DISCOVERIES OF CCN
IN BASE AREA 607 ME MUST NOW REVISE THAT ESTIMATE. IT IS QUITE
POSSIBLE THIT ONE 122 MM GIN PATTALION OF TVE 575P TC TAT FACT DIST
POSED COMENVERE TM in 600. PROBALLY I , TRAINING ROLE NET ITS

1911GUNS LATO EY FOR SOVE FUTIRE USE.

19(1)
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~ ..rj-:::t'tF-";<:1~::[1·'~ T t~! ~ SllSO! S I C'~1 .!\6"f·C:E'.I~"'fALo.ELiTEr: :3 ITS n::- ' 
::I.ITr r::: lI'''''::. T'!r.:: lr.:!.ST !\'3" rJr' E': .... p'";LEr; ~.'\i[; ':)<:)OS::C· r·lE PC'::l')::7?~::;:- \ 
r;.:£ ·SALH::~!T DF LAOTU~J TERRITORY OCCUPIE~)" BY -B4SE AQEA .6'!17. 
,JU<:'T SOUTHEAST OF ITS ALONG ROUTE 614 THEY FOUND .A. CACHE OF 122 iV!~1 
GUi-.t ~"I!~1!jl\lnIO!lJ. ,.lUST f'IOP.Tl-MEST OF.IT, ON ROUTE 543, THEY FOU"lO 
ft. '<,"1\10(;I<'E07 f"lJT FuLL-TEhGI{EC LIGHT .A,RTILLERY PRIME MOVER. UNTIL 
CI:lEq~ T 101\1 CE1dEY G~ \;YO\i, . A~lD POSSIBL Y FOR A BR IEF 'T H1E SUBSEflUENT 
Tn TH~T (,PERATIOn;I, --:PIE ENE"j,t'?BEN-T-~.v£RY,EFFOR.T. TO_t10VE A F£H T'='.UCK$ 
TLfRf!IIG4 T'JF.:: .t.. SPAI) ,~~,10 ETTO BASE AREA _67<7. 111.1 \I!EU OF THE STATE 
AND ~GE 0F THE HJTEROICTIOhl OF R,OUTE 614 BEGPT~~rr\lG .f\, FEW I{MS souTH7 
C"AcT nF ;:~, ?"07 IT IS CLEAR T~OSCTROCK~~~...g..E£PER g;TO 
f.:ltH~!G ~J~:J),l PROVINCE -UVEFC-THAT"ROuTE:-:-: ELEII1E!l1n:: OF THE 1015T ABN ['IV 
I)TD FIND ~;lurilEP,OUS l·,lELL-TR.~VELEiJ HI'G:-17SPEED TRAILS EXITp.lG T'f.fE 
'?~SE ~REA TO TKE SOUTHEAST. ALL OF nilS AOINTS TO T!-fE FAST TH,li,T 
S'J"elEl,IFERE P.1SIOE T'iE BASE ,~R.EA THERE PP.OBABL Y R,EMAP!S f>, CO~)SICE~­
ASLE Ci~,CT-1E OF SUPPLltS Ai-JOO E9Uip:-1E~.!T Ar-,lDD TPE8E M.A Y BE .10 122 1V1111 
,~R.TYY PlECEsr1 ' ' '. " , 
5. 11\1 V lEI." OF THIS,' I R.ECO~~ME1\iD A~i EFFORT BE MADE TO' OSTAH! 
o\UT!-1QP.ITY FOq UGHTS OF XXIV GeR!;?;; TO RECO~'1>'~OITER r:\T FOPCE DO~JN 
"('[FE "'4g/6"14 r!'!R.OUGH 8,45£ ,AREA 607, ExoLOP.IMG ALL MOrO>1:, r Cl,AFFIC7 
ABLE SIDE P'O,~.DS~~ i.HTJ..r THE SuCeEs;; TO DATE OF OUR I,,-rrERDICTIOf\1 OF 
TP'IS SIGI\JIFIC,~~lT ENEMY LOC INTO steTZ, IT II/OUlD BE UNlnSE TO 
LEAVE THIS Sf'1t..LL E"'TE~1Y SAf'lICTUARY U~lR,~I\!SACI(ED. 40EI?JJATE M,a,l\lEUIfE'1 
D00~ WOl~9 B~ PROVIDED ~ERE WE GRA~TED AUT~ORITY .TO DE~ETPATE THE 
(;'AU.'~}'T TO ,~ OEoT~ OF FIVE KIUWETERS, P:~~Ol11 THE BORDER.. IF FOr:< 
MO OT:.rER. R.E~SOI\} PIAN TO INSURE THE DESTRUCTIW'JOF THE ARTILLE;':;Y 
S1)S!='Er;TE:f} TO BE THEqE, I BELIEVE THIS REQUEST FULLY JUSTIFIED. 
I URGE 'fOIR. ,4P:-,p.GVAl AiliO SUPPORT TPEREOF. . 

!) UT Y HOUR. S'. r.j l\WTE: DELIVER OUR. INS 
PFECEOE1>lCE FOq TR. ,6, ~,TSfH SS I 0\1 OML y. . .'I~ 

TOP sEcRa11lr(~) 

/7/2.) 

DECLASSIFIED 

5. THIS SUSPICION ARE SEVERAL RELATED BITS OF
EVIDENCE. THE 1 SIST A3" DIV ENCIRCLED AND PROBED THE BORDERS OF
THE SALIENT OF LAOTIAN TERRITORY OCCUPIED BY BASE AREA 677.
JUST SOUTHEAST OF ITS ALONG ROUTE 614 THEY FOUND A CACHE OF 122 MM
GUN IMMUNITION. JUST !!ORTHWEST OF IT, ON ROUTE 548, THEY FOUND
A KNOCKED7 OUT FULL-TRACKED LIGHT ARTILLERY PRIME MOVER. UNT IL
OPERATION DEWEY CANYON, AND POSSIBLY FOR A BRIEF TIME SUBSEQUENT
TO THAT OPERATION, THE ENEMY BENT EVERY EFFORT. TO MOVE A FEW TRUCKS
THROUGH THE A SHAU AND INTO BASE AREA 677. IN VIEW OF THE STATE
AND AGE OF THE INTERDICTION OF ROUTE 614 BEGINNING A FEW KMS SOUTH7
EAST OF EA 6.07 IT IS CLEAR THOSE TRUCKS DID NOT PASS DEEPER INTO
QUANG NAM PROVINCE OVER THAT ROUTE. ELEMENTS OF THE 101ST ABN DIV
DID FIND NUMEROUS WELL-TRAVELED HIGH7SPEED TRAILS EXITING THE
BASE AREA TO THE SOUTHEAST. ALL OF THIS POINTS TO THE FACT THAT
SOMEWHERE INSIDE THE BASE AREA THERE PROBABLY REMAINS A CONSIDER -

ABLE CACHE OF SUPPLIES ANDD EQUIPMENT ANDD THERE MAY BE 10 122 MM
ARTYY PIECESM
5. IN VIEW OF THIS, I RECOMMEND AN EFFORT BE MADE TO OBTAIN
AUTHORITY FOR UNITS OF XXIV CORPS TO RECONNOITER TN FORCE DOWN
POUTE 548/614 THROUGH BASE AREA 697, EXPLORING ALL MOTOR TRAFFIC7
ABLE SIDE ROADSM WITH THE SUCCESS TO DATE OF OUR INTERDICTION OF
THIS SIGNIFICANT ENEMY LOC INTO SICTZ, IT WOULD BE UNWISE TO
LEAVE THIS SMALL ENEMY SANCTUARY UNRANSACKED. ADEQUATE MANEUVER
BOOM WOULD BE PROVIDED WERE WE GRANTED AUTHORITY TO PENETRATE THE
SALTENT TO A DEPTY OF FIVE KILMOETERS, FROM THE BORDER. IF FOR
NO OTHER REASON THAN TO INSURE THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ARTILLERY
SUSPECTED TO BE THERE, I BELIEVE THIS REQUEST FULLY JUSTIFIED.
I URGE YOUR APPROVAL AND SUPPORT THEREOF.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS.N
PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
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• e .. 

n- -''''-~---''--::7" 7~t'J~ ~-n:r.-~/I ----:;ti;;r::---I --
- ., .... ,~ ...... II ')~-7 ~:!-_ 

r.:-:' 1 •• T .... r.: 1'-"!::-LI.- r'!,::: XXT'l 8r::>.pc; 
To: I..T? r\iICI(~:'RSON cr; II! ~~~.f 
ZEr~ .~; ;;~, 'f'-. 

Toe SEC RET P~8 0QS2 EYES O~LY 
SUS.J:::"T~, T:.!ESDASS OF LAOTlA i\: BO~DE'-i. 
1. GEhJEq,~,L TqUOI\1~ ,~~:D I \)rS1T'::1) ./1 A'il/l·l PUS JIlO,qMn;G,~1~ 
(l~~IMG AT 9ATTALION TAC SP o~ ROUTE 922 AT APoROXIMATELY 
VIl 19S 03S5. Tl-1E B,~TTt"LII)N IS' <:TRU~lG OUT ALO~lG ROAD, FHO!'!! 
TUA.T POPJT r.:,i\SnL~~n; Al\H) IS OPERATI~TG TO r-!E Nm<,TH 
T l-{C?:R E f! F .' PR 11\1 c: JP A L T ASK 0 F 8 ,HT II L I 0 ~1 1ST 0 C HE 01( oS IDE S 

, 01:' ?nr.j1 r:-OQ BURIED SUPPLIES Ai\~O E8.UIPI\1P.lT~ :L.i T!-r.rs TLiEY 
1J~YE DONE VI::qy l·)ELL SO FA:'~. 
r;. r:-rR, RE,A,SC)hlS OF ~LP;1EI\ITl\L SECURITY, BATTALIOr-J CO~1t>1.Il\IQEq 

liAS SEC!Y~ITY' DETACHi"lE~JTS DEPLOYED 2-33'0 "·1ETERS TO THE SOUTH 
01='8(,,~O. THJS, .~,CCOqOIl\JG TO f1AP TR,I\CE, PUTS HIM AMosss TH~ 
B09Dr-:~. 
3. TQ'.10!,1G 1,~lD I GONSIDER THAT ~ATTALION CDr'1!1.4t\lDER·S 
OISPOSITI(l~'JS ARE E1\ITIRELY CONSISTEi\lT ~oJITH THE Il\lHERE1\lT 
~IGHT OF SEI_F-DEFEYSE; AND T!-:AT THEREFORE HIS DISPOSITIO)JS 
ARE FULLY P,1 ACCORD ViITE T~E RULES OF Ei\lGAGE~ENT. 
4. n IS r1Y EST I '\: ,a TE THAT T HE BATT AL IOi\l 1Jl ILL BEE IN T PE 
A~rqEMENTIO~E~ POSTURE FO~ ANOTYER 48 HOURS, AT WHIC~ TIME 
T1-'E B,nT,a.LIO~l I-!ILL BEGpT ~lOVD1E1'1T O~~ ft, NORTHER,LY AXIS TO 
C::EAo,('u :A,NC' r:LEA.R P-lE RIDGES A~m DRM"S LE,~DI~iG ,1\.\,v,~y FRO:1 
I:) ('1 uT E 9:? '/ • I 

LI. Y~I.!R eOe: '.lAS BY i\101,j D,ECEIVED THE SPOT REPO:-':,T ON P'lE CO; ASH OF 
TUE 101 ST t:?f'l DIV LOi.J JUST 1,IEST OF T~E BORDER ~NIJ TO THE SOUTH OF 
THE 3/1 ,,'1,q\f~,lhCTI\jITY. iOPEHATP-1G' m,1 PRE 'lI8USLY ~ECEI\!ED pnE~WRE..('·i 
Tf,TINl 01=' TUE ROE, GE:\l ZArs TOOK THE ~IECESSA~Y ACTIOH TO EXTf.iA::::T 
TPE Tl.1qEE or:-~SOw\1EL .4pn,4QD THE AIRCRAFT, AFTER ti}LfICH IT l.1t;S DES7 
T~0VE[! pY FIRE FRO~1' Aq~ MJQ FIXEO \tJING .AIRCRAFT. 
5. i,1 t:R ~fj REG,{lPO:;. 

SSG M0TEg DELIVEQ IMMEDI~TELY 
1)60 

~ 0 (J) 
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1311157 792 TEEA ZFF-
LT STILWELL CG XXTV CCRPS

TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
T E C R E T PHB 9882 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: TRESPASS OF LAOTIAN BORDER
1. GENERAL TRUONG AND I VISITED /1 ARVM THIS MORNING, N
LANDING AT BATTALION TAC CP ON ROUTE 922 AT APPROXIMATELY
YD 195038. THE BATTALION IS STRUNG OUT ALONG ROAD, FROM
THAT POINT EASTWARD; AND IS OPERATING TO THE NORTH
THEREOF. PRINCIPAL TASK OF BATTALION IS TO CHECK SIDES
OF DOWN FOR BURIED SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT ; TN THIS THEY
HAVE DONE VERY WELL SO FAR.
C. FOR REASONS OF ELEMENTAL SECURITY, BATTALION COMMANDER
HAS SECURITY DETACHMENTS DEPLOYED 2-320 METERS TO THE SOUTH
OF ROAD. THIS, ACCORDING TO MAP TRACE, PUTS HIM ACROSSS THE
BORDER.
3. TRUONG AND I CONSIDER THAT BATTALION COMMANDER'S
DISPOSITIONS ARE ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH THE INHERENT
RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE; AND THAT THEREFORE HIS DISPOSITIONS
ARE FULLY IN ACCORD WITH THE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT.
4. IT IS MY ESTIMATE THAT THE BATTALION WILL BEE IN THE
AFOREMENTIONED POSTURE FOR ANOTHER 48 HOURS, AT WHICH TIME
THE BATTALION WILL BEGIN MOVEMENT ON A NORTHERLY AXIS TO
SEARCH AND CLEAR THE RIDGES AND DRAWS LEADING AWAY FROM
ROUTE 922.
4. YOUR COS HAS BY NOW RECEIVED THE SPOT REPORT ON THE CRASH OF
THE 131ST ABN DIV LOH JUST WEST OF THE BORDER AND TO THE SOUTH OF
THE 3/1 AR VN ACTIVITY. OPERATING ON PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED INTERPRE-N
TATION OF THE ROE, GEN ZAIS TOOK THE NECESSARY ACTION TO EXTRACT
THE THREE PERSONNEL ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT, AFTER WHICH IT WAS DEST
TROYED BY FIRE FROM ARA AND FIXED WING AIRCRAFT.
5. WARM REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
260
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T 0 0 SE S q E T D~8 Q890 EYES ONLY 
Q~F~~. F>TJB 0'375, DTG 1300'54'S 

B. YOURS 01=' 14100'?<?: 
CUCJECT: EXPLOITATIO~ OF BASE AqEA 6~7 

'," -

1. h!l.HLI:: I r1A~[ l\W qEGLAMA OF YOUP OECT(nO>\~ MOT Tn SEE'-( 
tpT1-f0I:11TY FeR r~tlSS BORDER CPER~TIOi\IS,' I 1,'10ULO LIKE TO 
,o\nfJ!iESS T!-{ftT POqTIO~1 OF YOUR ~ESSAGE l;P~~C,1-! SUGGESTS . 

'T'-r~T THC'SE 1 fill,c'T ull)ITS DEPLOYEiJ' I fl' I;!E:3TEP'I; 2U.b,'1C;; NP1 
SO'~D BE EETTEq DEPLOYED ELSE~~EqE. ~s OF tODAY, THIS 
VI/I,Y I,TELL 13E Tqllf. SUT IT IS ONLY FAIR TO STATE THAT THE 
OPF.R~TIO\lS !\STRIDE ROUTE 614 1,,]EqE !~! CO~1PL:rA\1CE'lnT!-[ THE 
III ,NL~,I=' :;:CPq (i'.lG O!='FE:NSIVE Pl.~N. , I 

0. THE CA~o~IG~ 1M wESTER~ QUANG NAM HAS ABOuT RU~ ITS 
c:ntpC::E ~NI1 .~TTE~JTIOf\Ii\10H I\TEEOS TO BE GIVEr,; TO PiE 5J!EMY 
F')Rr'1~,TI':i~iS ~PPAHE;\ITlY MOVP1G FROM LAOS I1\!TO SOUP{ER'>i BA 101 
.A\~1n T'ir.:"HEGIOI\l !',PIlEDlli,TELY SOUTH THEREOF. BEFOQ,~ CLOSI'lG 
~OW 0UA~G MA~ SHOw CO~PLETELY, IT SIMPLY SEEME8PRUDEMT 
TO CEVOTE C)I,lE 8(;,TT~lIOlll TO. A SEVERAL DAY r;l-IECK OF TI--1,~,T 

P0O,TION OF 1:3.~SE J..'~E.a 607 CO~TIGUOUS ToO THE I~\rrEq,;-"l.HIO~\l,~L 

SSG NOTE: PREcEDENCE FOqTReNSMISSIOM O~LY.N 
OELT.V~q IJURIMG i'WH'ifAL DUTY }I0U~E: 

DECLASSIFIED 

1412217 7VY ZFF-! 7 F - /
on ITC CTILWEIL CC XXIV CORDC
TO LTG %LOKERSON CC III MAF
ZEY
TOPSE C D E T PVB 9899 EYES ONLY

REF: A. PHB 0875, DTG 1300547
B. YOUR S OF 1410007

SUBJECT: EXPLOITATION OF BASE AREA 697
1. WHILE I MAKE NO RECLAMA OF YOUR DECISION NOT TO SEEK
AUTHORITY FOR CROSS BORDER OPERATIONS, I WOULD LIKE TO
ADDRESS THAT PORTION OF YOUR MESSAGE WHICH SUGGESTS
THAT THOSE 191ST UNITS DEPLOYED IN WESTERN QUANG NAM
COULD BE BETTER DEPLOYED ELSEWHERE. AS OF TODAY, THIS
MAY WELL BE TRUE. BUT IT IS ONLY FAIR TO STATE THAT THE
OPERATIONS ASTRIDE ROUTE 614 WERE TM COMPLIANCE WITH THE
III MAF SPRING OFFENSIVE PLAN.
C. THE CAMPAIGN IN WESTERN QUANG NAM HAS ABOUT RUN ITS
COURSE AND ATTENTION NOW NEEDS TO BE GIVEN TO THE ENEMY
FORMATIONS APPARENTLY MOVING FROM LAOS INTO SOUTHERN BA 101
AND THE REGION IMMEDIATELY SOUTH THEREOF. BEFORE CLOSING
NOW GUANG NAM SHOW COMPLETELY, IT SIMPLY SEEMED PRUDENT
TO DEVOTE ONE BATTALION TO. A SEVERAL DAY CHECK OF THAT
PORTION OF BASE AREA 607 CONTIGUOUS TO THE INTERNATIONAL
BORDER. M

3. WARY REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY. N
DELIVER DURING NORMAL DUTY HOURS
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C !4ZS'3ZZ ?;YH Zff.-l 
.~ ~~ GSr"yS (;3 A\,IERICfI.L DIV 
TO L~G'~ICKERSO~ CG III MAl' . 

SEC RET j;CD 41fEYES O~LY 
SUBJ ~ SUMM ARY OF liE CE NT A cr IV· IT IE S 
1.·'·~'!E PURPOSE C)F ~.HIS MESSAGE IS TO'SUMMARIZE EVENTS IN THE AMERICAL 

':-AOI SH~CE ~HE MORNH1G OX 12' MAY 69 ArW 10 REQUEST THAT 
ADDrIO':p,L FORCES BE MADE AVAILABLE TO r1E. 
2. HJ ~'HE EA:RLY ~lO:1~nNG HOURS OF 12 ffjAY S~:EMY FORCES LAUNCH­
ED A": E,X":REMELY1,vELL-COORDHJATEDSERIES' OF' ATTACKS.3Y FIRE 
A:'D GROU"D f>:ROSES AGAINST f\tJMAJ< H~STALLATIONS THROUGHOUT THE 
~AOI. THE P:RIMARY EMi':-lASIS OF THESE ATTACKS hJAS DIRECTED AGAINST US 
1':s-::- ALLA'T 10rl] '5 fOR '5HE APPARENT PURPOSE OF C,l\ US ING P,S MANY US 
C SUAU~ IES AS POSSl'BLE •• \THE FoLLOl,nING IS 'A BRIEF'SUMMARY OF 
ACT~\;.~ QPER.I>.T IONAL ZONE. . 

• . ",DERIC EILL OZ (ls6I' H INF BDE) 
(1) 12 MAY 69~ LZ'S BALDY, PROFESSIO~]AL 'AND CENTER RECEIVED 

HEAVY. A~'TAGKS BY MORTAR/ROCY£T FIRE AND GROUND PROBES; HAI.11K 
HILL RECEIVED At~ ATTACK BY 122MM ReCKETSg AND ND'P'S HELD BY 
EELEME:I'::S OF 1-46INI', 3-:-2.1 INI' AND t-l CAV RECEIVED MORTAR FIRE 

.AND '-TARASSMH:'!, BY S~J IPERS. . . 
(2) 13 ~AY 6?~ LZ PROf'E~S10NAL RECEIVED MORTAR/ROCI(ET FIRE, 

RECOILESS RIFLE FIRE MlD, f1..GROUND PliCI3E; C13-21 AND C TRP 1-1 C~V 
, REMAPED ,I: ,HEAVY CONTACT'<MOSTOF THE DAY AS THEY"AS-

SAULTED ;·;UI YO" OP~ MID ~JD~S BELONGING TO 3-21 INF AND 1-1 CAV 
p,ECEIVSD MORTAR AIT ACKS., '''''' .', 

B. GE~;EVA PARK oz (19'm- H INF, BDE) 
U) 12 MA Y 69 ~ LZ 'S BUFF ("ND GAT o'R RE CE IVED HEAVY' ftJORT AR BAR­

RAGES, RPG ROUNDS AND SAPPER ATTACKS; GHU LAI BASE RECEIVED 
, ""HREE AT~ ACKS BY 1 22f1M . ROCKET FIRE: l\lDP' S OCCUP IE D BY 1-52 INX 

\JERE MORTARED A~lD THE AN TON BRIDGE RECEIVED A SAPPER ATTACK. 
. (2) 13 MAY 69: 3/1-52 ENGAGED A LARGE E~)EMY FORCE ~,!EST OF LZ 
BUFF l~gILE LZ BUFF RECEIVED FURTHER ATTtlCKS BY INIHRECT, FIRE. 

C. IRm' M'Om,iTAIN OZ (11TH INF BDE) , . 
(I) 12 MAY ,69~ LZ BRONCO RECEIVED HEAVY MORTAR AND ROCKET 

F'IGE; LZ SNOOPY RECEIVED A HEAVY ATTACK BY INDIRECT FIRE AND 
A SIRO(,IG' GROUND AT'T ACK; C/3-1 ~JAS I N DAY LONG HEAVY ~CONT ACT 1!'!IT H 

, A LARGE :E~1D~iY FORCE N~J OF FSB DEBB IE'; AND ND P ~s OCCUPIED BY ELE­
~E·'r' S OF 3-1 Mo'D 1:"20 INF RECEIVED HARRASSIl\JG f10RTAR ATTACKS. 

(2) l3 MAY 69'~4-3 INF AND 3-1 INfo l\'JADE~ CONTACT ~IITl-l SEVERAL 
SM ALL F'EMY FORCES. 
3. THE PRELHtHNARY RESULTS OF ACTION ON 12 AND 13 MAY ARE 
AS FOLLO¥!S ~ . 
FR IEt·1 DL Y 
S I KIA 
?10 ~nA (L '. E. 

" € 1 t'ilA (!In, 

E I~EMY 
ss ve KIA 
1~9~ NVA InA 
66 Hie 

c: ~1I" 14 CS'/C 
iJ (),~ p~~c:~r S:VE. OF MY P:[i'A':T:1Y ::?S' ARE AT '-'5 ?2:p. CE~T, t I OR r.::~ L C':, C Ii :: :·:E i? ~ll.;! '-:0 R IZ E:: SH~,£ ;1: GT !-l. 
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0 1439327 ZYH ZFF. 1

PM MC GETTYS 00 AMERICAL DIV
TO L.G PICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
SECRE I ACD 418 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: SUMMARY OF RECENT ACT IV IT IES
1. HE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO SUMMARIZE EVENTS IN THE AMERICAL
AOI SINCE THE MORNING OX 12 MAY 69 AND TO REQUEST THAT
ADD IONAL FORCES BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ME.
2. IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF 12 MAY ENEMY FORCES LAUNCH-
ED A". EXTREMELY WELL-COORD INATED SERIES OF ATTACKS BY FIRE
AND GROUND PROBES AGAINST FWMAF INSTALLAT IONS THROUGHOUT THE
IAOI. THE PRIMARY EMPHASIS OF THESE ATTACKS WAS DIRECTED AGAINST US
INSTALLATIONS FOR THE APPARENT PURPOSE OF CAUSING AS MANY US
C SUALTIIES AS POSSIBLE. THE FOLLOWING IS A. BRIEF SUMMARY OF
ACTITY BY OPERATIONAL ZONE.

A. FREDERIC KILL OZ (196TH INF BDE)
(1) 12 MAY 69: LZ'S BALDY, PROFESSIONAL AND CENTER RECEIVED

HEAVY ATTACKS BY MORTAR/ROCKET FIRE AND GROUND PROBES; HAWK
HILL RECEIVED AN ATTACK BY 12:2MM ROCKETS: AND ND P'S HELD BY
EELEMENTS OF 1-46INF, 3-21 INF AND 1-1 CAV RECEIVED MORTAR FIRE
AND HARASSMENT BY SMIPERS.

(2) 13 MAY 69: LZ PROFESSIONAL RECEIVED MORTAR/ROCKET FIRE,
RECOILESS RIFLE FIRE AND A GROUND PROBE; C/3-21 AND C TRP 1-1 CAV
REMAINED I HEAVY CONTACT MOST OF THE DAY AS THEY AS-
SAULTED MUI YO OP; AND NDPNS BELONGING TO 3-21 INF AND 1-1 CAV
RECEIVED MORTAR ATTACKS.

B. GENEVA PARK OZ (19-8TH INF BDE)
(1) 12 MAY 69: LZ 'S BUFF AND GATOR RECEIVED HEAVY MORTAR BAR-

RAGES, RPG ROUNDS AND SAPPER ATTACKS; GHU LAI BASE RECEIVED
THREE ATTACKS BY 122MM ROCKET FIRE; NDP'S OCCUPIED BY 1-52 INX
WERE MORTARED AND THE AN TON BRIDGE RECEIVED A SAPPER ATTACK.

(2). 13 MAY 69: 3/1-52 ENGAGED A LARGE ENEMY FORCE WEST OF LZ
BUFF WHILE LZ BUFF RECEIVED FURTHER ATTACKS BY INDIRECT FIRE.

C. IRON MOUNTAIN OZ (11TH INF BDE)
(1) 12 MAY 69: LZ BRONCO RECEIVED HEAVY MORTAR AND ROCKET

FIGE; LZ SNOOPY RECEIVED A HEAVY ATTACK BY INDIRECT FIRE AND
A STRONG GROUND ATTACK; C/3-1 WAS IN DAY LONG HEAVY CONTACT WITH
A LARGE EMEMY FORCE NW OF FSB DEBBIE; AND NDPIS OCCUPIED BY ELE-
METTS OF 3-1 AND 1-20 INF RECEIVED HARRASSING MORTAR ATTACKS.

(2) 13 MAY 69: 4-3 INF AND 3-1 INF MADE CONTACT WITH SEVERAL
SMALL EVEMY FORCES.
3. THE PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF ACTION ON 12 AND 13 MAY ARE
AS FOLLOWS:

ENEMYFRIENDLY
99 VC KIASI KIA

270 WIA (E 159 NVA KIA
66 IWC61 WIA (M)
14 CSWCMI^C

PRESEN SEVE OF MY INFANTRY ENS- ARE AT ~5 PER CENT,A-
31(1)RELOW, CF THEIR AUTHORIZED STRENGTH.OR
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.-----~-r L'. f t:~ GP.:t~-::-LY' CO:,lCER~,:ED'CV!!:;1 E:':Er~Y CO:\lCE~lTRATIOl1S m THZ 
i VICFr"':I:';" TAr-1 I{':I, r,J~':S:-E:i:r SOt:) TIn: D I~TR!CT, C.:.UM:3. ~J~AI A~!D 
1 Due PHO.ME':'AGING ':AM KY AND T IE~J PHoue IS AN NVA DIVISIDN 

~nNUS t1HICH CAN 8E RE INFORGED BY 7 MF ILF BNS AND S LF COMPAN IE S. 
THE 21 ST REElT IS IN A 'POST URE TO ATT AC EIT HER BINH SON OR 
0UA':G ~·G.~I. ' THE. 220 REGT .COfHINUES TO OPERATE, SE OF'fWANG 

, \lGAI CI~Y., IN.THE SOUTH, THE 2D REG! IS DEPLOYED ~JEST AND SOUTH'J,IEST 
1 OF DUC PHO'. THE 4-21 If~F,- llTHEDE, IS THE 'ONLY UNCOMMITTED UNIT I 
I ,HAVE \'JPI'CH rSAVAILABLE FOR EC1PLOYMENT ANY'lJJ-IERE IN THE lAOI 

MJD II! IS HAVING FPORADIC CONTACT TODAY. IN 'VIE1!J OF THE ABOVE IT 
1r1OULB BE ,EXTREMELY-DIFFICULT :FOfCTYJE'TCf REsPOrm TO 'SEVERAL '01" THE' 
CO::~HfGENCIES'FOR WHICH I AMRES'PONSIBLE E.G. GOLDEN VALLEY, 
REBlFORCEME"1;' OF 1ST MAR DIV, REINFORCEMENT OF PROJECT DELTA. I 
AM NOT ABLE TO OPERATE WITH A RESERVE AMID ~1UST LOOK TO.A 
LEAST COf·1METED BATTALIO[,: FOR THAT PURPOSE •. ACCORDINGLY, I RE-
QUEST. THE Ir1MEDIATE ATTACHrtlE~JT r'lF A THREE-BATTALION BRIGADE HI ORD~R 
FOR]IIT ~O GEr~ERATE SUFF' .. 1 r POl:!ER·T 0 CONTAIN AND QUICKLY 
ELIM ~'ATETHE C:E ERA· S ~ 1 1 T J:'A~· 1ST I N 
LaP I LFURTHER REQUEST THAT THIS BRIGADE REMAIN ,ATTACHED FOR AN 
FlfDEFl";ITE PERIOD TO IMPROVE MY TROOP DENSITY AND MY ABILITY TO 

MASS F'ORCES ,AGA IPS! ENEMY FORr1P.T lOONS BEFORE THEY BECO~1E A THREAT, 
WHILE NOT SEjRI OUSL Y WEAKEN IN G MY LESS V IT ALAREAS • . 

:"S.-IF I AM PI~Q\lIDED. AN ADDITIONA!·,PRlr:1ADE I I~lTiMQ TO EMft8Y £ 
l· B~!S '1:' THE VICHH:Y OF QUANG ~JGAI CITY BETWEEN T E PI} Vi 

GlnQ~ IN!!. A,l' 1, ,i, ,\., ." • BN HI T HET lEN PHOUC , 
VALli . '""HIS '!lILL !VOl ONL? GREAtLy ASSIST ltV CUmAIIHl'h .. AND· 
EL M I~U\T ING THE PRESENT ENEMy OFF'DISIVE sur \'-'OULD BE A BOOST TO 
'PA ClF' rCAT 1011; IN QUMfG N GA 1 .~ND 1!JO ULD AL SO SOL ID IFY THE RECE NT 
GAPS MADE Of\] THE BATANGM! PENIt~SULA DURING'OPERATIO~J BOLD 
MARI~ER/GUsstLL BEACH~ 
6. IF ~jO ADD IT IO'IAL TROOPS CAN BE PROVIDED' AT THIS T lOOk", I Ii LJ.R 
THER RE(~UES~ IMMEDIATE RELIEF' FROM THE MISSIONS OF PROVIDHJG A HJO 
BA~TALldfu REA' CE FOR III MA A ONE BATTALI 
REACT Im,.i 1'l'"OftC.~!!.~~. ~~~~~~;;'~~~~~7r~~~~~~~.!;;;.!:.~ 
FR(}!'I1 THEA'1'm:, E~ REflort:E.. NTS I 
DELTA REACTIO~ FORCE 

SSO r.! OTE ~ DEL IVER ,IMME D LAT EL Y 
S'lZlfl 

\. 

; , , 

. fi' '), /' 
.. '~C/~.' 

. / . 

,." 

fb~ l:~ 

('-""'-----....--~--

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

4. I AM GREATLY CONCERNED OVER ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS IN THE
VICITITY OF TAM KY, WESTERN SON TINK DISTRICT, GUANG NGAI AND
DUC PHO. ME ACING TAM KY AND TIEN PHOUC IS AN NVA DIVISION
MINUS WHICH CAN BE REINFORCED BY 7 MF/LF BNS AND S LF COMPANIES.
THE 21ST REGT IS IN A POST URE TO ATTAC EITHER BINH SON OR
QUANG AGAI. THE 22D REGT CONT INUES TO OPERATE SE OF QUANG
NGAI CITY. IN. THE SOUTH, THE 2D REGT IS DEPLOYED WEST AND SOUTHWEST
OF DUC PHO. THE 4-21 INF, 11TH BDE, IS THE ONLY UNCOMMITTED UNIT I
HAVE WHICH IS AVAILABLE FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN THE TAOI
AND IIT IS HAVING FPORADIC CONTACT TODAY. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE IT
WOULD BE EXTREMELY'DIFFICUT FOR ME TO RESPOND TO SEVERAL OF THE
CONT INGENCIES FOR WHICH I AM RESPONSIBLE E.G. GOLDEN VALLEY,
REINFORCEMENT OF 1ST MAR DIV, REINFORCEMENT OF PROJECT DELIA. I
AM NOT ABLE TO OPERATE WITH A RESERVE AAND MUST LOOK TO A
LEAST COMMITTED BATTALIOR FOR THAT PURPOSE. ACCORDINGLY, I RE
QUEST THE IMMEDIATE ATTACHMENT OF A THREE -BATTALION BRIGADE IN ORDER
FOR ME TO GENERATE SUFFICIENT COMBAT POWER TTO CONTAIN AND QUICKLY
ELIMINATE THE SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT THREATS EXISTENT IN THE DIVISION
IAOL I FURTHER REQUEST THAT THIS BRIGADE REMAIN ATTACHED FOR AN
INDEFIVITE PERIOD TO IMPROVE MY TROOP DENSITY AND MY ABILITY TO
MASS FORCES AGAINST ENEMY FORMAT IOONS BEFORE THEY BECOME A THREAT,
WHILE NOT SERIOUSLY WEAKENING MY LESS VITAL AREAS.
5. IF I AM PROVIDED AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE I INTEND TO EMPLOY 2
BNS IN THE VICINITY OF QUANG NGAI CITY BETWEEN THE EW BS 60
GRIDLINE A D THE RA BUNG RIVER. AND ONE BN IN THE TIEN PHOUC
VALLEY HIS WILL NOT ONLY GREATLY ASSIST IN CONTAINING AND
ELIMINATING THE PRESENT ENEMY OFFENSIVE BUT WOULD BE A BOOST TO
SPACIFICATION IN QUANG NGAI AND WOULD ALSO SOLIDIFY THE RECENT
GAINS MADE ON THE BATANGAN PENINSULA DURING OPERATION BOLD
MARINER/GUSSELL BEACH.
6. IF NO ADDIT IONAL TROOPS CAN BE PROVIDED AT THIS TIME EURI
THER REQUEST IMMEDIATE RELIEF FROM THE MISSIONS OF PROVIDING A TWO
BATTALION REACT ION FORCE FOR III MAF AND A ONE BATTALION SECONDARY
REACTIO FORCE FOR PROJECT DELTA. ADD II TONALLY. SHOULD BE RELIEVED
FROM THE AIRLIF REQUIREMENT S I MUST EARMARK FOR THE PROJECT
DELTA REACTION FORCE

#31(2)SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
900
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LEADERSHIP OF THE ARMED FORCES, CRITICISM OF REGULATIONS, AND
CONDEMNATION OF THE U.S. FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC POLICIES.
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DECLASSIFIED 

TO LT GEN NICKER S ON 'CG r II MM-
ZEM ~, 0; -~ 
TOP S E: COR E T f1AC 6179 EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT: 'CASULAT lES ( lP . . 
1. (TS) HPON MY RETURN TO VIETr~MIj THE FOLLOWING CASUALTY 
TABLE WAS PRESENTED TO·ME IN A.N UPDATE BRIEFING: 

I CTZ 
II CTZ 
III CTZ 
IV CTZ 

110 MAY 
413 (24) 

7 (21) 
31 (7) 
21 (4) 

-------

FRIENDLY KIA 
11 MAY - 12 MAY 13 MAY 
20 CIS) 122 (62) 72 (68) 
25 (14) 44 (13) 28 (9) 

·20 (5) 71 (45) 25 '(6) 
29 (5) - 33 (2) 48 (3) 

-------- ------- -------

IOIAL 
254 (169) 
104 (36) 
147 (.53) 
131 (4) 

1--__ -_---
Tor ALS 99. (35) 94 (39) 270 ( 122) 173 (86) . 636 (282) 

ENEMY KIA .. 
I CTZ 229 ( 192) 30S( i5 9) 524 (349) 293 <I 80) 1354 (880) 
II CTZ 35 (I3) 172 ( 1421) 213 (62) 185 (56) 605 (271) 
III CI;Z 234 (206) 285 ( 113) 594(309) 281(1410) 1394 (68) 
IV eTZ 140 ( 64) 145 (48) 216(108) 261(82) 768C:502) 

------- - -------- -------- ------ ---------
TOTALS . 933(475) 910(4610) 1547(828) 1026(458) 4121<2220 
( ) R E PR E SE NT S US FI G UR E S ' , 
2. WHILE IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT THESE {~m1BERS ARE SUBJECT 
TO FLUCTUATION AS FIGURES ARE UP-DATED, YOU WILL NOTE THAT 
THIS TAPLE SHOWS THAT III iilAF UNITS SUi'FE?ED 169 US 
CASUALT ll~S· FR cr1 110": 13 MAY OR APPR OXIMATEL y. 60 'PER CENT OF 
THE COUNTR Y- IN IDE Tor AL. , 
DURING THE SAME PERICD III MAl' INFLICTED 880 KIA ON THE 

ENEMY, m APffiOXIMATELY40 PERCE~JT OF' THE U.s. TOTAL. 
I DON'r KNOW WHAT· THE SIG[HF'ICANCE 'OF THESE STATISTICES IS; 
HONEVER, THE IMBALANCE THEY DEPICT IS OF CONCERN TO ('IE. 

,I WOULD APPRECIATE ANY cor~MENts I-HAT YOU MIGHT HAVE. 
GP-3. 

SSO NOlE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 
300 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

31508232 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
TO LT GEN NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
TOPSECRETMAC 6179 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: CASULATIES ( ID

1. (TS) UPON MY RETURN VIETNAM THE FOLLOWING CASUALTY
TABLE WAS PRESENTED T O. ME IN AN UPDATE BRIEFING:

FRIENDLY KIA
10 MAY 12 MAY TOTAL13 MAY11 MAY

I CTZ 254 (169)122 (62) 72 (68)40 (24) 20 (15)
104 (36)(13)II CTZ 7 (0) 25 (14) 28 (9)44

III CTZ 147 (53)71 (45) 25 (6)20 (5)31 (7)
33 (2)29 (5) 48 (3)IV CTZ 131 (14)21 (4)

TOTALS 99. (35) 94 (39) 270 (122) 173 (86) 636 (282)
ENEMY KIA

308( (5 9)I CTZ 524 (349) 293 (180)229 (192) 1354 (889)
II CTZ 35 (13) 605(271)185 (56)213(62)172 140)
III CTZ 13:94 (768)594(309)285(113)234 (206) 281(140)

267(82)IV CTZ 140 (64) 145(48) 768(302)216(108)

TOTALS 1547(828)910(460)638(475) 1026(458) 4121(2221)
( ) REPRESENTS US FIGURES
2. WHILE IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT THESE NUMBERS ARE SUBJECT
TO FLUCT UATION AS FIGURES ARE UP-DATED, YOU WILL NOTE THAT
THIS TABLE SHOWS THAT III MAF UNITS SUFFERED 169 US
CASUALT IES FR OM 10-13 MAY OR APPROXIMATELY 60 PER CENT OF
THE COUNTRY-WIDE TOTAL.
DURING THE SAME PERIOD III MAF INFLICTED 880 KIA ON THE
ENEMY, OR APPROXIMATELY 40 PER CE NT OF THE U.S. TOTAL.
I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THESE STATISTICES IS;
HOWEVER, THE IMBALANCE THEY DEPICT IS OF CONCERN TO ME.
I WOULD APPRECIATE ANY COMMENTS THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE.
GP-3.

SS0 NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
300

22/11
NNNN

22/1)
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DECLASSIFIED 

. i 
• ·HE~ERS· 

.' 

mMARINE AMPHIBiOUS FORCE 

.~~~r~ ______ ~-.-______ ~_' __ ~_~mM~AF· ~ro~~~~~~~(~~~!-~~~) 
'. Ol"t.l'fAriON CCOE FROM DATE 
~ ORIGINATOR GEN ABRAM S '§. MA Y &9 
A-ACTION ICOGN'ZANCE . 

. C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION' 
1-INFORMAnON. f . 

. S - SIGNATURE 

SERiALit I qJNTROL DATE 1 , 2 , 3 
15111¢Z Il.OuPrw. OF 4 COPIES RECO 

ROUTE SECTION CODE·~Ii-IN-·-[j·A ;;.;;;...TEO~UT-! INITI~L,.f~Qt~EST FOR ADDITIONAL BRIGADE. 

'----I.....:C __ G--I_-+_ ... d~!t{j,,,JjlIA~Wljl~/?fYJ!,O+-~M/~ REMARKS 
i-..--i_·..:'t;.;;;.·~G ;;....._.-+-_+-.....:.foli~."'~r.a:lW.A.tr:iiiJ'ooi'7/-+_.Y'_~~ ':THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED 

DeG AIR If! DvU NfIHT EICCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE 
~:1-~":';';c;"/'~s·-i-f"C"=,,,+---+--"-+----t . _It PSSII. 4_. 

l------i_.;..;..oc: /.-;.'5 __ -1_-+ __ +-_-+-__ ""'4 THE AICORD OF DISCLDSURE MUST BE 

l--o--iIOC~:_/S~_~'--IN_-+_"!",,-!!,,,,_-+-_~P'1 . 'IIGN£D. BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS 
~-J~_~ $I'S-+I 'I~.~s+~IJ'-IIIlr:...t-_-+-__ Ji ..... ~. 

G .\' "-~"".~-" .. 

G -2 

0-5' 

CAP 

CORDS 

!EM8/TRANS 
ENGR 

Has CO 

INSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 
. . 

PSY OPS 
r SUPPLY 

t£&AL 

PMO 

sac 

& 
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DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET
IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

FROMOPERATION CODE DATE
15 MAY 69GEN ABRAMSx- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC- COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3

1- INFORMATION 151110Z 4
COPY #S-SIGNATURE OF COPIES RECO

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL BRIGADEOUTIN

12 pray

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCEDCG AIR

ORDER P5511.42 IC/S

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE

DC / PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

5/151 HS/S DOCUMENT.
G-1

G-2

HASA
copy

G-3

G-4

G-5
G-6

CAP
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MTO
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DECLASSIFIED 

~ ------
l-~O .. c15;1 n 0Z 2:YE ZrF _i ~t'FF-:l ' ~ 
I FlVl SE' A'3RP~~S CCr'1USMACV Sf.HSCN 
t TO L::S ::IC~[ERSOi\l. CG III MAF 'DANANG' 
I ZEM 'oot, ,'" ."' 

l ~ 0 P S E: eRE T MAC'6,192 EYES ONLY 
\ 'SUBJECT: REQUES':::' FOR ADD IT IONAl BRIGADE 

REFS: A. CG, IIIMAF DTG 1213402: MAY 1969 

, ' 

B. COMUSMACV MACJ3 2966 DTG151003Z JAN 1969. 
1. (IS) REFERD!CE A ISlIl.MAF OPS/INTEll SUMMARY 121200H MAY 69 
l'JHIC!i I:~a...UDES' A RECOMMENDATION,THAT A BRIGADE FORCE BE DEPLOYED 
70 I CIZ FOR EMPPlOYMENT IN THE AMERICAl DIVISION AO. REFERENCE B, 
OP! A'; S'~EEL CABLE PROVIDES,FOR THE CONTINGENCY REINFORCEMENT OF 
I ANDIOR III C~Z. ' 
~ ~7S) IT IS RECOGNIZED THAI THE ENEMY THREAT HAS INCREASED IN 
te~'z AS 1,~ELL AS IN I I CIZ AND REM/HNS AT A HIGH LEVEL IN -I II eTZ. 

"COt\lSIDERING THE COUNTRY- IlIIDE SIT UAIIO[~ , I PREFER TO MAINTAIN THE, 
CURRENT FORCE DISTRIBUT ION FOR THE PRESENT AND AWAlT FURTHER 
DEVELOPMEN-':' S. 
GP-3 

SSO NOTE~ DELIVER DURING DUfY HOURS 
2010 

DECLASSIFIED 

0 1511137 ZYU ZFF --4 ZFF -
1

FM GE ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON
TO LTG ICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG
ZEM

OPSECRET MAC 6192 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT : REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL BRIGADE
REFS: A. CG, III MAF DTG 121340Z MAY 1969

B. COMUSMACV MACJ3 2966 DTG 151003Z JAN 1969.
1. (TS) REFERENCE A IS III MAF OPS/INTELL SUMMARY 121200H MAY 69
WHICH INCLUDES A RECOMMENDATION THAT A BRIGADE FORCE BE DEPLOYED
TO I CTZ FOR EMPPLOYMENT IN THE AMERICAL DIVISION AO. REFERENCE B,
OR A STEEL CABLE PROVIDES FOR THE CONTINGENCY REINFORCEMENT OF
I AND/OR III C.Z.
2. (CS) IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT THE ENEMY THREAT HAS INCREASED IN
I CTZ AS WELL AS IN II CTZ AND REMAINS AT A HIGH LEVEL IN III CTZ.
CONSIDERING THE COUNTRY - WIDE SITUATION , I PREFER TO MAINTAIN THE
CURRENT FORCE DISTRIBUTION FOR THE PRESENT AND AWAIT FURTHER
DEVELOPMENTS.
GP-3

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
200



DECLASSIFIED 

e - HEAOOUAERS • . -: .. ~ m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE-i 

CCIft:liNTIAL 
OPERATION CODE 

)t- ORIGf NATOR 
A-ACTION /COGNI~~ANCE 
C - COMMENT / RECOM MENOATION 
I - I N FO~MATION 
S - SIGNATURE 

m MAF FORM !5216 (~ 3-66) 

FROM I DATE 1. 
LTG STU.,WE .... L 16 l1A Y 69 

h!!!~~~~~~~--..... --...... -----.! 
SERiALU/CONTROL DATE 1,2,3,. 1 

o 152339% C.OPY'" OF COPIES ~ECO ~ 

~--I-"':::':::"'--+---f-I-¥-..q::"===J-+·"'lI,.-.N--I REMARKS LV I 
~_-I-"';;'~_+ __ -+ __ -I_+-I_' __ ""'" TItfS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND I 
~ __ ~;";;';;;"';';'';';';''+ __ -+_~-I~~-I_-_'''' MUST IE RETURNED ro FORCE sac WITHIN 

7 MYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS­
f1'lIIIf ON THIS RoUTE SHeET • .... - ......... ---... ---+---1--.......... --.... '-' 

CONFIDENTIAL I 
• 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUA.TERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE FROM DATE

LTG STILWELL* ORIGINATOR 16 MAY 69A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL/CONTROL DATEC - COMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON

1,2,3, 41- INFORMATION 0 152339Z COPIES RECOS -SIGNATURE COPY* OF
SUBJECTDATE

INITIAL CONFIDENTIAL PHB 0902 EYES ONLYSECTIONROUTE CODE OUTIN

16 play

/CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHINDCG AIR

2 SeenHas
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC/S PLAN

5

days

5/16IS/S
G-1

G-2

num
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO
sac

CONFIDENTIAL
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

~-df52339Z 'ZVH ·ZFF':' LiZFF::T 

Ff10 t I ~ Wre~ ~~~~il g GX1 i~ g2~ PS 
. ZEM ",- "'~ -~ 

CON F IDE N T I A L PH B 0902 EYES ON L Y 
1. SUBJECT TO YOUR CCNCURRENCE, I PROPOSE TO REQUEST CG, USARV 
TO APPROJE A THREE DAY LEAVE (I AM AUTHORIZED THIRTY) EFFECTIVE 
6 JUNE. PURPOSE IS TO ATTEND MY DAUGHTER'S GRADUATION ON 1 JUNE· 
~D RETURN IMMEDIATEL Y THEREAFTER. MAJOR GENERAL WRIGHT WILL BE IN 
CCMMAND (F THE CORPS FOR THAT BRIEF PERIOD. 
2. WARM HE GA RDS. 
G'-4 

SSO NOfE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY 
DELIVER DURIN G DUTY HOURS 

110 

NNNN CONF\ OEN1\A.l \ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 152339Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF - 1

FM LTG ST IL WELL CG XXIV CORPS
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
C ONF I DENT IAL PH B 0902 EYES ONLY
1. SUBJECT TO YOUR CONCURRENCE, I PROPOSE TO REQUEST CG, USARV
TO APPROVE A THREE DAY LEAVE (I AM AUTHORIZED THIRTY) EFFECTIVE
6 JUNE. PURPOSE IS TO ATTEND MY DAUGHTER'S GRADUATION ON 7 JUNE
AND RETURN IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER. MAJOR GENERAL WRIGHT WILL BE IN
COMMAND OF THE CORPS F OR THAT BRIEF PERIOD.
2. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

SS 0 N OT E: PRECEDENCE F OR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS

110

CONFIDENTIAL

NNNN

# 33
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• SECRET' 

aa' ,t£ADQUUTERS .•. .'. '. 
~ARI~AMP.IOUSFO . . - '~ 

( ..... fIOItllltlll _ 1-. 
OPPArION COCI ~ lllIiN'S e{j"'lI!t~cv ~6 ~:AY 69 x- ORI8INATOR 

. . !, 11.\ .' .' CJ '.$,. . , 
A-M/TION ICOIHIZANCI 

."IIL.1CON11D. DATI 1,?',J, 4 c-co.!NT IM!COMMIHDATlON 
'I-I NfIOfWATIO_' G.1'1j.~~ IaIPYlI (If COPt!' REal . S ·Ii iliATUlt1 . 

SECTION . COOE 
GI JI 

IN 'JIAL ~~ )£1 ROUTE IN OUT 

~ CG -~ J1- ~4\ if 111·"0 ~q DCG ~ J IAA ril.. .u WI "'l\7 
DCG AIR I 1 

~'. CIS 'I~ J I. ~- ~. 
r.-r ...... 

D CIS '. 

~t ~II~· o CIS OM J " 
~ ) . SIS .. T- §JI£" YJJ' I N- ~()~\(, ~' .. ' 

G-I I ! 

. G-2 ... ... 51~ ;to .G-3 AI ~pV ~--w 
G-4 .. , 

1 
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ADJ ·d0 I~ . CAP 
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~ 11~ . EMBIiRA~ 
ENGR 

. Has co r0 INSP r l!. ~ .. ,..-- fe"\" MTO 
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t: .A.P~ {J 
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VI ~.R6 ·~~SEC(ET .. 
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HEADQUARTERS
MARINE AMP IOUS FORGEH

SECRET HIMAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
DATE

FROM ALRAKS COMUSMACVOPERATION CODE 16 MAY 69
X- ORIGINATOR
A-ACTION/COMMENCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE 1,2,3,c-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 4
0.161051z1- INFORMATION

COPIES RECO1610152 COPY# OFS-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE SECRETINITIALCODESECTIONROUTE outIN

T,
for

1744g
3/20

CG REMARKS

yIDCG

DCG AIR

I SamHas2 C/S
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0 C/S DM

5/16 WITHSIS/S
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DECLASSIFIED 

S E CR E T {\1AC 6248 EyES ONLY 
REK ~ CG III MAF 151400Z MI-\ Y 69 
1. YOUR MOVE IN REDEPLOYING THE T\~O-BAITALION BRIGADE OF THE 
lSlST AIRBORNE DIVISION AND HOLDWG BLI 3-26 AFLOAT OFF SOUTHERN 
1 CIZ IS lnDERSTOOD, REEMBARKH1G BLI 2-26 lHLL GIVE YOU ADDED 
FLEXIBILITY. 
2. I CO~\]CUR 7'HA"£' FORCES CURRENTLY DEPLOYED IN SOUTHERN I eTZ CAN 
COll"TER TH[E ENE~lY THREAT THERE. IN ADDITION THE 'T~JO BATTALIONS 
AFLCA~ WILL Glvr YOU A R~S~RV~ WHICH MAY REACT WHERE REQUIRED 
I:~ROtlGHOUT I en:. 
3. Hi VIE\;J OF --HE ABOVE, IT IS CONSIDERED UNTIMELY TO COMMIT 
A':Y FORCES UNDER,OPLAN STEEL CABLE AT THIS TIME. 

sso "OTE~ .DELIVER DURHJG DUTY HOURS 
165 

. SECR~l 

DECLASSIFIED 

19135 ZYH ZFF - L ZXF - 10

1610157

GE ABRAMS COMUSMACV SGNFM
TO L G ICKERSO" CG III MAF
ZEM
SE CR E I MAC 6248 EYES ONLY
REK: CG III MAF 15 1400Z MAY 69
1. YOUR MOVE IN REDEPLOYING THE TWO-BATTALION BRIGADE OF THE
101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION AND HOLDING BLT 3-26 AFLOAT OFF SOUTHERN
I CIZ IS UNDERSTOOD, REEMBARKING BLT 2-26 WILL GIVE YOU ADDED
FLEXIBILITY.
2. I CONCUR THAT FORCES CURRENTLY DEPLOYED IN SOUTHERN I CTZ CAN
COUNTER THE ENEMY THREAT THERE. IN ADDITION THE TWO BATTALIONS
AFLOAT WILL GIVE YOU A RESERVE WHICH MAY REACT WHERE REQUIRED
THROUGHOUT I CTZ.
3. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS CONSIDERED UNTIMELY TO COMMIT
ATY FORCES UNDER OPLAN STEEL CABLE AT THIS TIME.

SSO OTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
165

AJATION
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" "-'-~~~u' '~,tC; l~S Er'a... HEADQ~TERS ' .. 
- " t.. -YMARINE AMPPWaIOUS FOR~ 
UNCLASSIFIED CCN:0404/IN FI LE:OH mMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3--68) 

OPERATION CODE FROM IDATE 69 x- ORIGINATOR CG THIRD MARDIV 16 MAY 
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C-COMMENT IRECOMMENOATlON SERI,AL#ICONTROL DATE 
1- 'I NFORMAT ION 161200Z MAY 69 COPY# I OFg COPIES RECD S-SIGNATURE 

~OUTE CODE 
DATE 

INIT~ 
SUBJECT 

SECTION 
IN OUT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN,NICKERSON 

CG /I 'J) 0 ~~ P REMARKS ' 
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HEADQU RTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED CCN: 0404/IN FILE: DH IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

DATEOPERATION CODE FROM
16 MAY 69CG THIRD MARDIVX- ORIGINATOR

A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
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UNClAS E flO . _ 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON F'ROl~ MAJGE~\ JONeS 
H1ADJ;QUAIE EXCHANGE SUPFORT . 
lG THROUGH RECENT DISCUSSiONS \iiITHMV EXCHANGE OFFICER AND A REVIE.\v ... 
OF HIS CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE COMMfd\jDEP. OF tHE DANANG ARE~ EXC~~ANG1C.!l 
IT APPEARS TO 1\1E THAT THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION AND Al.L UNn~ l~ ThIS 
AREA HAVE NOt BEEN GIVEN A FAIR SHAKE FROM THE ARMY AND A~R, PORCE 
EXCHANGE SYSTH1 IN REGARDS TO RECEIVING .9 PER t\!UJG E~UI~~J~H·A..NDo.rHEJ' 
FAcn T'1I" l,:;;S FOR THE EXCHANGES IN MY AO@ \lIHILE OUR EXCHAM3r:. H~S J~SI 

RECENTLY RECEIVED A FEW P1ECES OF STORE fIXTURES FOR TH~ !f;AIN Sl~RE IN 
DONG HA p ! HIS COMES NOWHERE NEAR SAl ISFY! NG T HE f~E G~I~HIE NT ~ OF 1 H~ 
OVERALL EXCHANGE SYSTEM IN 1"iH S vJlDESPREAD CONPLEX co NT A IN Hi6 jg... 51 ORE S 
AND A WAREHOUSEo IT EMS SUCH A S ADD 1 NG ~1ACHJ. NES ~ CAL CULAI0RS, 3ARBE,Fl 
SHOP EQUIPMENT~ ETC .. HAVE BEEN REQUESTED TH1E AN~.rH1E AG,A!N~BY !HE . 
DI\}ISIO~~ EXCHANGE OFFICER BY WRI1TE~ REQUEST TO ,~HE DANA~G AKEA. t.XCHANGE 
COMMANDER AND HE HAS NEVER EVEN RECEIVED A REPLY TO HIS LETIERS o ~y 
PX PEOPlE p FOR EXAMPLE:~ AT QUANG tRI HAVE BUILT MUCH OF THE EXCHAil:GE 
\vITH THEIR OWN HANDS (AND IJSMC MONEY)1> 
CONSEQUfNTLY v THE ARMY AND AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE HAS FAILED 
TO PROVIDE THIS EXCHANGE WITH THE BAREST OPERATING EQUIPMENT 
DESPHE REPEATED REQUESTS .. nus IS TRUE DESPITE T HE FACT THAT 
EXCHANGE HAS AVERAGED FOR THE PASl'i'HREE. MONTHS $875 ~202l .. 1Z0 A 
~~OI~rH IN RETAJlL SALES ALONE ($H! MILL ICN: PLUS PER ANNUM)", THE 
AVERAGE CONCESSION MONTHLY SALES FOR THE SAME PERIOD toJERE 
$~89000' ($8210:)012'0,,00 PER ANNUM) DUE 10 THE LARGE SALES VOLUME 
AND VERY l UTT E OVERHEAD... rr WOULD A PPEAR r HAT THE ARMY A!\D 
AIRtORCE EXCH~NGE ·SERVICE CAN WELL AFFORD TO PROVIDE OUR 
EXCHANGES WITH lYiUCH'NEEDED EQUIPMENT AND FACILHIEs;ro IN= 
CLUDE SOi4E DECENT AIR=COll:DlT IONED BUILD lt~GS FUNDED FOR· AND 
PROVIDED BY1HE ARMY-AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICES MULII-
MILLION DOLL AIR BANK ACCOUNT ASP. MATTER OF ?R lOR 11' Yo AS A 
QUI C K F~l X \~E NEED R I GH! NOH ':; HE F Ou.., ow 1 NG g 

6 = ~ CULATORS 
. 15 '" AD ING MACH!NES . . 

6 0 BARBER CHAIRS 
6 0 BARBER BAC~ BARS W/MIRROR 

ADDl! tONALlY p A'CONSt"ANT OUT OF STOCK srrUA!lbr~ExIstS' ON THE' 
126 FILM USED IN THE INEXPENSIVE KODAK INSTAMATIC CAMERAS 
WHICH ARE VERY POPULAR WITH' THE [¥IEf.j" TIHS~:f' iLM . IS ALso NEEDED 
NOW, AND I Ci-HINOT BELiEVE lHA! THE SYSTEM CANNOT. PROVIDE nil 
I WOULD BE.', MOST APPRECIATIVE OF ANY HELP YOU CAN GIVE US 10 
RESOLVE TH!~ SITUATION WITH ITS ATTENDANT IkpACT ON MORALE A~D 
EFF!CiENCY.. . . , 
WARM REGARDS , 

B!358 COpy' ~OF ~~2=,~ COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLAS EFTO
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BUV PVG06321
RR RHMMAFA
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FOR

ZNY EEEEE
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FM CG THIRD MARDIV (REIN)
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
UNCLAS E F I 0
EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FROM MAJGEN JONES

INADEQUATE EXCHANGE SUPPORT
1. THROUGH RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH MY EXCHANGE OFFICER AND A REVIEW

OF HIS CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE COMMANDER OF THE DANANG AREA EXCHANGE,

IT APPEARS TO ME THAT THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION AND ALL UNITS IN THIS

AREA HAVE NOT BEEN GIVEN A FAIR SHAKE FROM THE ARMY AND AIR FORCE

EXCHANGE SYSTEM IN REGARDS TO RECEIVING OPERATING EQUIPMENT AND OTHER

FACILITIES FOR THE EXCHANGES IN MY AO. WHILE OUR EXCHANGE HAS JUST

RECENTLY RECEIVED A FEW PIECES OF STORE FIXTURES FOR THE MAIN STORE IN

DONG HA, THIS COMES NOWHERE NEAR SATISFYING THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE

OVERALL EXCHANGE SYSTEM IN THIS WIDESPREAD COMPLEX CONTAINING 12 STORES

AND A WAREHOUSE. ITEMS SUCH AS ADDING MACHINES, CALCULATORS, BARBER

SHOP EQUIPMENT , ETC. HAVE BEEN REQUESTED IME AND TIME AGAIN BY THE

DIVISION EXCHANGE OFFICER BY WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE DANANG AREA EXCHANGE

COMMANDER AND HE HAS NE VER EVEN RECEIVED A REPLY TO HIS LETTERS. MY
PX PEOPLE, FOR EXAMPLE, AT QUANG TRI HAVE BÜILT MUCH OF THE EXCHANGE
WITH THEIR OWN HANDS (AND USMC MONEY).
CONSEQUENTLY, THE ARMY AND AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE HAS FAILED
TO PROVIDE THIS EXCHANGE WITH THE BAREST OPERATING EQUIPMENT
DESPITE REPEATED REQUESTS. THIS IS TRUE DESPITE THE FACT THAT
EXCHANGE HAS AVERAGED FOR THE PAST THREE MONTHS $875,200.00 A
MONTH IN RETAIL SALES ALONE ($10 MILLION PLUS PER ANNUM). THE
AVERAGE CONCESSION MONTHLY SALES FOR THE SAME PERIOD WERE
$68,000 ($820, are. 00 PER ANNUMD DUE TO THE LARGE SALES VOLUME
AND VERY LITTIE OVERHEAD. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE ARMY AND
AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE CAN WELL AFFORD TO PROVIDE OUR
EXCHANGES WITH MUCH NEEDED EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES, TO IN-
CLUDE SOME DECENT AIR-CONDITIONED BUILDINGS FUNDED FOR AND
PROVIDED BY THE ARMY-AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICES MULTI-
MILLION DOLLAR BANK ACCOUNT AS A MATTER OF PRIORITY. AS A
QUICK FIX. WE NEED RIGHT NOW THE FOLLOWING:

6 - VACULATORS
15 0 ADDING MACHINES
6 o BARBER CHAIRS
6 0 BARBER BACK BARS W/MIRROR

ADDITIONALLY, A CONSTANT OUT OF STOCK SITUATION EXISTS ON THE
126 FILM USED IN THE INEXPENSIVE KODAK INSTAMATIC CAMERAS
WHICH ARE VERY POPULAR WITH THE MEN. THIS FILM IS ALSO NEEDED
NOW, AND I CANNOT BELIEVE THAT THE SYSTEM CANNOT PROVIDE II.
I WOULD BE MOST APPRECIATIVE OF ANY HELP YOU CAN G I V E US TO
RESOLVE THIS SITUATION WITH ITS ATTENDANT IMPACT ON MORALE AND
EFFICIENCY.
WARM REGARDS
BT
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f. AS YOU XnO\JI, I ;-:AVE NOT YET TAKEN l'1Y 30 DAYS LEAVE, HAVING 
DEfERRED SA'f1E FOR PERSO~:AL CONVENIENCE UNT It CHILDREN VERE 
HOf\~E FRCM SC~~OOL. "IN LIGHT OF' IMPENDING ORDERS, ON OR ABOUT 
1 JULY, SUC:1 A LEAVE IS aBE. ' . 
2. "HERE IS H01!JE,VER A COGENT ~EA'SON FOR A THREE REpEAT 
·.YREE DAY LEAVE, EFfECT IVE € JUNE. 'PURPOSE .IS TO ATTEND MY 
DAUG?-L'ER'S SRADUAT ION ON 7 JUNE. , 
3. I~-!E MODALITIES OF SUCH A LEAVE, AS I UNDERSTAND THE RULES, 
~JOULD BE ElT}.!E·R OF ~'HE FOLLOWINGg I 

A. IF REA_SSlS\'~IjE~a ORDERS ARE NOT 'IN HP,ND, T IFlE \;:OULD BE 
C~AR~ZA9LE ~O MY SPECIAL VIETNAM LEAVE ~llH TRANSPORTATION 
PROVICSD O~ A .SPACE REQUIRED, PORTAL'TO PORTAL BASIS. 

B. IF REASSIG~ME~T ORDERS IN HAND, TIME WOULD 3E CHARSEA?LE 
-"0 t~y A;'~JUliL LEAVE·\:JITH TRAVEL ON SPACE AVAILABLE BASIS TO 
A'OD FRett; CO IUS AERIAL PORT •. 
i:iJ. GZ"ERAL :'ICKERSON CONCURS IN THIS REQUEST" (1 SOLiCIT' GENERAL 
ABRP.MS' FA VORABLE CO~lSIDERAT lOW) THEREOF. . / 

SSO ::0' E: PRECEDE}J CE FOR T RA~SM ISSI0N ONLY. 
DELIVER 0130H SATURDAY (17 1!.lAY 69 
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"O MG TOW SE D COFS USMACV
I F C LTG MILDREN DEP CG USARV
LG ICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
U'CLAS.E F 0 FOUU PHB 0909 EYES ONLY
1. AS YOU KNOW, I HAVE NOT YET TAKEN MY 30 DAYS LEAVE, HAVING
DEFERRED SAME FOR PERSONAL CONVENIENCE UNT IL CHILDREN WERE
HOME FROM SCHOOL. IN LIGHT OF IMPENDING ORDERS, ON OR ABOUT
1 JULY, SUCH A LEAVE IS OBE.
2. THERE IS HOWEVER A COGENT REASON FOR A THREE REPEAT
HREE DAY LEAVE, EFFECTIVE 6 JUNE. PURPOSE IS TO ATTEND MY

DAUGHTER'S GRADUATION ON 7 JUNE.
3. THE MODALITIES OF SUCK A LEAVE, AS I UNDERSTAND THE RULES,
WOULD BE EITHER OF HE FOLLOWING:

A. IF REASSIGNMENT ORDERS ARE NOT IN HAND, TIME WOULD BE
CHARGEABLE DO MY SPECIAL VIETNAM LEAVE WITH TRANSPORTATION
PROVIDED ON A SPACE REQUIRED, PORTAL TO PORTAL BASIS.

B. IF REASSIGNMENT ORDERS IN HAND, TIME WOULD BE CHARGEABLE
TO MY ANNUAL LEAVE WITH TRAVEL ON SPACE AVAILABLE BASIS TO
AND FROM CO 'US AERIAL PORT.
44. GETERAL ICKERSON CONCURS IN THIS REQUEST I SOLICIT GENERAL
ABRAMS FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION THEREOF.

SSO TO'E: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY.
DELIVER 073 0H SATURDAY 17 MAY 69

23?
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?.o (9) DetAILED ClH~t!!.~ OF OPEi(~TIONSi .''" . 
As ON o .. nl~Y l ... Mom FOl.lO'oIING !\10~1'1Al ~R'ii'YIIHR PREP 

Of U'::, Act UAl HELICOPTtR MOVEfI'IEt.JT TO ll..Z AND HISER! lIOrJ OF 
OIV)[SION REIiH'ORe EO nE~ON YEAM0 SIMU1.AtED ll..ANDUG OF AND 
~fI'IFANfRY BM CO NT ItIIUES IN~ un l~G tIn 'J, {) UM~'tfART'if BTRY 
MID Ext€~N~l 'D UMMY tIn 5 l' s'tJPPl I£So SIMULTANEOUSl 'It' ~N 
Act 11M.. tJlORTOR IZED I ff:ECHA~~Z!l:n tASK f'ORCE BEG!·!'lS OPERA! IONS 
AlO~G RomE 9 tOWAROF5B CAT~5 Arf~~o Bur DOES Not E~JTER 
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UUMSK UUMSQ
DE ULMSD 715 1361710
ZNY SSSSS
Z 1617102 MAY 69
FM CG THIRL MARDIV (REIN) C OC DGH
TO UUMSK/ a XXIV C OR PS TOC PHB
INFO UUMSO/ RG III MAF COC DNG
BI

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE TOR RASPING PCDSECRET
SUBJ: TACT ICAL COVER AND DECEPTION OPERATIONS (C)
Ao CG THIRD MARLEV GREIND 8390222 MAY 69 (S)
Bo TELCON MAJ THUMAS XXIV CORPS LT COL COOK THIRD MARDIV
OF 162115H MAY 69
to (S) REFERENCE A REQUESTED PERMISSION TO CONDUCT C AND D
OPERAT IONS. FURTHER INFORMATION ON PLANS FOR C AND D OPERATION
AS REQUESTED BY REFERENCE B ARE HEREBY SUBMITTED.
? (S) DETAILED CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS:

A. ON D-DAY Lo HOLR FOLLOWING NORMAL ARTY/AIR PREP
OF LZ, ACT UAL HELICOPTER MOVEMENT TO LZ AND INSERTION OF
DIVISION REINFORC ED RECON TEAM. SIMULATED LANDING OF AND
INFANTRY BN CONTINUES INCLUDING LIFT OF DUMMY ARTY BIRY
AND EXTERNAL D UMMY LIFTS IF SUPPLIES. SIMULTANEOUSLY AN
ACT UAL MORTORIZED I MECHANIZED TASK FORCE BEGINS OPERATIONS
AL ONG ROUTE 9 TOWARD FSB CATES AREA. BUT DOES NOT ENTER

PAGE TWO UUMSQD 715SECRIT SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR RASPING
80)
SIMULATED AO.

B. MANIPULATEIVE AND SIMULATIVE COMMUNICATIONS DECEPTION
IS EMPLOYED BY ACT UAL BN COMMAND/COMMUNICAT IONS GROUP LOCATED
NEAR LZ. COMMUNICATIONS ON ALL NORMAL NETS ARE MAINTAINED AND
ACT IONS OF A BN C ONDUCTING SEARCH AND DESTROU OPERATIONS WILL
BF. SIMULATED. SUPPORTING ARMS EMPLOYED IN AREA TO ADD REALISM.

C. COMMUNIC ATIONS TRAFFIC AND EMPLOYMENT OC SUPPORTING
ARMS ONTINUE THROUGH SIMULATED LIFT our OF THE BN ON 942
MOTORIZED / MECHANIZED TASK FORCE RETURNS SIMUTANEOUSLY.

D. REINFORCED RECON TEAM EMPLACES SENSORS AND IS
EXTRACTED DURING SIMULATED LIFT OUT OF BN.
3(5) OBJECTIVE OF OPERATION: TO DECEIVE AND MISLEAD THE
ENEMY AND TO ENTICE HIM INTO A REACT ION TO FALSE INFORMATION
CAUSING HIM TO MASS HIS FORCES AND CREATE A LUCRATIVE TARGET

3

FOR ATTACK BY SUPPORTING ARMS AND OR GROUND FORCES
do (S) REACTION ANTICIPATED. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE
ENEMY MAY REACT BY MOVING UP TO A REGIMENTAL SIZED FORCE
INT 0 THE AREA. U.S. UNITS OPERATING IN THE GENERAL AREA WERE
ATTACKED ON TWO OCCAASIONS WITHIN THE PAST MONTH. INTELLIGENCE
INDICATES THE ENEMY HAS THEA CAPATILITIES OF MASSING UP TO
TWO REGT. AGAINST THIS SIMULATED BN. THIS OPERATION MAY ALSO
DELAY OR CAUSE PREMATURE COMMITMENT OF ELEMENTS OF THE 304TH NVA DIV.
5. (S) PLANS FOR EXPLORATION. TARGETS IN THE AREA DURING
THE OPERAT ION CAN BE AQUIRED BY THE REINFORCED RECON TEAMS

LENDESOPERATING NEAR THE L2 AND BY AERIAL OBSERVERS. IN ADDITION
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GE STILLWELL
ZEM

ONLY
ADDRESSESABSOL!

FULLQUOTED INJJCS1.

SUC E
2113457

SELER
COMMISMACV

GINCPAC

KILL 937 CHAMBURGER HILL) IN OPERATION
APACVE SVOW HAS RECEIVED EXTENSIVE PRESS COVERAGE HERE AND
HAS EVONED AN UNUSUAL AMOUNT OF HIGH-LEVEL INTEREST IN

OPERATION.III

2. I AM FULLY CO FIDENT THAT ALL APPROPRIATE MEASURES
RESOURCES 0 MINIMUZE CASUALTIES WERE EMPLOYED. TOA

ASSIS ME I: ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS FROM SEVERAL SOURCES, I
DE AILS ON:

AND TAC AIR USEF IN REDUCING ENEMYA.
PREPARING FOR THE ASSAULTS.

SORTIES FLOWN, IF ANY.
TAKEN AND RESOURCES EMPLOYED TO

LOSSES.
YOUR EARLIEST FEASIBLE REPLY.

ARIC REACH ME NOT LATER THAN 3283, 22 MAY
RHETORIO.C

ADDRESSEE CONTACTED TELPHONICALLY BY C/S MAC TO WAIT
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HEADQUARTERS
MARINE AMPH OUS FORCE

SECRET NIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)
FROM DATEOPERATION CODE

22 MAY 69LTG STILWELLX- ORIGINATOR
A-ACTION/COONIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 1,2,31- INFORMATION 2117222
OF

4COPY# COPIES RECOS-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIAL PHB 936 EYES ONLYSECTION CODEROUTE
OUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG

DCG AIR

C/S

D C/S

D C/S DM
S/S

G-1

G-2

G-3
G-4

G-5

G-6

ADJ
CAP

CORDS

EMB/TRANS

Cy# 3 to G3 23103014 May 695
ENGR

H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS

SUPPLY
sac
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, CAP 
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SECRET EIMAF FORM 5210(REV3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

22 MAY 69X-ORIGINATOR LTG STILWELL
A-ACTION/COONIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3
I-INFORMATION OF 4211722Z COPIES RECOCOPY#S-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODESECTION PHB 0936 EYES ONLYROUTE outIN

of
BRANGCG REMARKS

y
DCG

DCG AIR

xC/S

DC/S
D C/S DM

S/S

G-1

G-2

G-3
G-4
G-5

G-6

ADJ
CAP

COROS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS

SUPPLY
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117723 7413 775-4 777- 1
CO VVT' CORDS

TO ARBANG COMIGNACU
INFO LTA MICKERSON CG III MAR
7TM
S.P ET PHE 3935 EYES ONLY
CITY MAC 5498, 2114457 MAY 1959.
1. ANSWERS PROUTSTED IN CITED MESSAGE ARE ^ S FOLLOWS:

0. ARTILLERY AND IAC AIF USED TM REDUCING ENEMY
POSITIONS AND PREPARING FOR THE ASSAULTS:

(1) A TOTAL OF EIGHT ARTILLERY BATTERIESHERD EMPLOYED
APTILLERY CONSISTED OF FOUR (4) 105MM HOW BATTERITS: THC (2)
155 M you BATTERIES: one (1) i" YOY BATTERY: AND ONE (1)
175MM sur BATTERY. ARTILLERY EXPENDITURE TOTALED14, 792
125MM ROUDE: 5,426 155MM POUNDS: 1,218 9" ROWDS; AND 69 6 175
POUNDS.

(2) THERE WERE 372 TAC AIR SORT
FS FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF

THE SEVERAL ATTACKS. ORDANCE EXPENDED TOTALED I,335, 75 0
LRS, WHICH INCLUDED 152, BOS LPS OF MAPAL M AND 1.13 1,
DELAYED-FUZE BOMBS.

3. NO 2-52 STRIKES HERE DIRECTED AGAINST HILL 937, AS
RE-D-DAY THIFILIPENCE 04 ENTMY OCCUPATION OF HILL WAS TOC

TO JUSTIFY SAME. PROXIMITY OF TP 00PS TO HILL
AFTER UNITIAL CONTACT WAS MADE PRECUIDED THE 1155 OF 5-5?
STOTURS ON THE OPJECTIVE AREA.

C. OTHER MEASURES TAKEN AND RESOURCES EXPLOYED TO
MINIMIZE LOSSES INCLUDE;

( 1) ARNORMALLY CONOFUTATION USE OF 81MM MCRTARS AND
In MAINTAIN SUPPRESSIVE/DESTRUCIIVE FIRES IMMENIATELY

INPRONT OF ADVA COME
(?) CONTINUOUS TREE-TOP 05 HILL 937 PY

ATR CAV SCOUTS TV LOH'S TO SPOT EVENY POSITIONE.
(3) DREGIST TARGETING OF SUPPORTING STRES FY FATTALION

CO PEXCIN AND OPICADE ARTY LNC I LOW AT LOW-LEVEL HOVER CVSP
HILL THROUGHOUT ACTION.

(1) TSCHE OF ELAY MACKETS TO PERCOMNEL IN MAIN REPORT.
DAY MAKERS UEI TILIETED TO UNITS AFTER INITIAL CONTACT WAS
GAINED.

(5) USR OF CS CHELO DELIVERED) I FRONT OF 1/525 CAUSED
or SOME ENTNY FLORIES

(6) USE or AIRBORNE LOUDSPEAKERS TO INDUCE ENEMY
SUPPRIDER. ON-PRODNCTIVE.)

(7) AC STATED TN LAST NIGHT'S MESSAGE, ATTACK 05 MULTIPLE
APPRO, 10 arm or MAY, TO DIFFUSE ENERY DEFENSE CAPABILITY.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY TO GEN ABRAMS IF AWAKE. IF NOT,
DELIVER IMMEDIATELY TO MG TOMASEND

360
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e - HEAOOU.ERS • ,,- -em MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORC'E" -}; 

~~L l%rMAF FORM !5216 (REV 3-69) - - - ,--

OPE!~AT'ON CODE FIKW TOWNSEND C/I MACY (DATE 22 M,,,- y 69 ~ 
X- ORIGINATOR ~ 
A-ACTION ICOGNI~ANCE 

J I C -COMMENT I REC:OMMENDATION SERlALtt I CONTROL DATE 1.2,3, 4 1 
I I-INFO~MATION o 22¢'1!!3t , 

S - SIGNATURE COPY* OF COPIES ~ECO J 
DATE .W1 Of NT • AI.. MA C 4518 -1 

ROUTE SECTION i CODE INITIAL EYI'ONLY !' 
IN OUT I 

CG REMARKS ~~ ! 
I 

DeG THIS DOCU NT IS UNDER CONTROL AND I 
CCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN I CIS 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTtON/DISPOS-

DCIS .,.. ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 
-' ... -. -, 

OCIS PlAN 

SIS 
G-I 

G-2 

G-3 

G-4 
G-5 . 
G-t; 

CAP 

A~ 

CORDS 

~MB/TRANS 

ENGR 
• Has CO 

tNSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 

LEGAL 

PMO 

sac 

'~ 
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HEADQUA. TERS
IIE MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)

FROM TOWNSEND C/S MACY 22 MAY 69OPERATION CODE DATE
x ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATE 1,2,3,C-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION 40 22070321- INFORMATION
COPIES RECOS --SIGNATURE COPY* OF

DATE MAC 6518 EYES ONLYINITIALROUTE SECTION CODE
IN OUT

REMARKS 2CG
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE s&c WITHINDCG AIR

7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-C/S
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN
S/S
G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac

CONFIDENTIAL
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• 
"'f "~~7P3f"-fYH ZFf-t ZFF--! £2~:­
""" ~G or Oft! 'S~:~~,C/5 MAC\! . 
o '1£ .ER~;f.ih· C~O, 7AF" 

L' "i II! ILl)fU~~ ':'Cf.! USA R\1 
1.::- r:~' I CKE'tSQ 'C'1 111 tt!Af' 
Vl.I DM Ztl~W~iL.r.' CCM"'~AVFCRV 
l' n s:' IU~iC[:t~ Cr,---XX IV CORPS 
t" /j CCRCO'~A' C'1 I FF'V 
L 'T ~ E~!~ELL (if; 11 ,F"!fV 
f<1~ E:Cj(HAR~r' C'1 DMAC IV eTI 

COl. AAR€,r· eo 5- H $fti1 ff,iV 
l£M 

• 

,CO: F 10 Eo" l' l' A t ~Ae est~ EYES .ONLY 
l. REFe ~~~c e3~1 EO, l'lT~ 1911t~Z MAY fS~.' 
:". CO) SCJiIECULE fOR THE COm.'lAMDERB lfJIEU 2~ ftlAY 6C IS AS I'OLLCIiS: 

A~C'10R~iir I): 

6900-'1130: UPDATES BY: J~,. J3 .• MACCORDS., 
ttS~·'!,3~~t LUNCH. --, 

9. AP""F.:q-ooN: 
1.3~0"·B5C~ UPDATES ,.BY: ~!ACM:A, 7TH AF. NAVVORV. 
lS'2·, I ~5;:'t () ISCUSSI'Oft}. 

. 14S~' ERM l~JATE. . 
.'5. OJ) CQM,USMA·CV R£f'?'UESTS THAT OEPCO~D£ 11, Ill, IV CTZ·S ATTEf.m 
\Jt[UA~O lO" CHEcm AT COM"1At~O~ESS.' 
4. <C)'FOR' IIl~AF. mmERSTAND_ TJiAT DEPCORCS, I ell. 1$ QN)U~filE 
LEAVE. .AC' Hn DEPC:ORDS riOT CLEA.R£D FOR 51, ?RESENTAT JON. 
GP-4 

SSO :J01[: ,DELIVER SOOMES! t'HlRING DUTY HOURS 
, l~? 

.' CONFIDENTIAL -
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0 2207837 ZYH 2FF- 1 ZFF - A 275
FM MG OV SEXD C/S MACV
0 GE BROWN CMDF 7AF
LG MILDRE DCG USARV
L 2 ICKERSO CG III MAF
VADM ZUMWALT COM AVFORV
LG STILWELL CO XXIV CORPS
L G CORCORA CO I FFV
LTG EVELL cc 11 FXV

ECKHARD CO DMAC IV CTZMO

COL AARO CQ 5 H SFG I FFV
ZEM
C 0 FIDE I AL MAC 6518 EYES ONLY
1. REF: MAC 6387 E0, DTG 1911192 MAY 60.
C. (C) SCHEDULE FOR THE COMMANDERS WIEU 24 MAY 60 IS AS FOLLOWS:

A. MORTI'G:

0900-1130: UPDATES BY: J2, J3, MACCOROS.
1132-1300. LUNCH.

S. AFTER CON:
1300-1350: UPDATES BY: MACMA, 7TH AF. NAVFORV.
1352-1433 DISCUSSION.
1430 ERMINATE.

3. (U) COMUSNACV REQUESTS THAT DEPCORDS 11, III, IV CIZ'S ATTEND
WIEU AND LII CHEON AT COMMAND MESS.
4. (C) FOR III MAF. UNDERSTAND THAT DEPCORDS, I CIZ, IS ON HOME
LEAVE. AC INT DEPCORDS NOT CLEARED FOR SI PRESENTATION.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER SOONEST DURING DUTY HOURS
103
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mMAF FORM ~216 (REV 3-68) 

C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 
1- INFO~MATION 
S - SIGNATURE 

SERlALtt I CONTROL DATE 

o 2210361 1,2,3, 
COPV'" OF COPtES qECO ~ 

~WIO(NTI~L MAC 6538 tYE~ i.~ ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DA"TE 

INITIAL 
IN OUT 

CG 

DCG 
.... -+......;;;.;;;...-.t---+----4----4f----I REMARKS 
.... -+~.;;.;. ___ .I_--+----4--~~--0001 THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

DCG AIR ..... -+;.;.:~.:.;.;...t_--+--~--~~---I MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 
1--+--~-+-.... --_t ..... -__1~--_I 7 MVS. PlEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS­CIS 

DCIS 

OC/S PLAN 

.TIIfI ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 
~--~~~~---+----~----~--~ 

SIS 
G-! 

G-2 

G-3 
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G-6 

CAP 

ADJ 

COROS 

EMBITRANS 

ENGR 
; Has co 

INSP 
MTO 

OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSY OPS 
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1----+-~-+--+---+--+---I7;: v ~~ 
SUPPLY 

LEGAL 
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sac 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
FROMOPERATION CODE DATE22 MAY 69GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACVx ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE
SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC -COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3,o 2213361- INFORMATION

COPY# COPIES RECOOFS-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTCONF DENTIAL MAC 6538 EYES ONLYDATE

INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE
IN OUT

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC/S PLAN

S/S
G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

Retraws.
INSP

MTO

09#
the Can Gettyp asOP ANAL

america
ORD

PSY OPS

SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac
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S - SIGNATURE COPVtt OF COPIES !lECO J 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DA rE 

INITIo/' CQNfIDENTIAL MAC 6538 EYES V\LY I 
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CG 
• __ 11 I~ ... IF REMARKS ! - ! DCa ",)3 In1A~ "V' THfI DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

DCG AIR 7 "' MUST IE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITKIN 

.:l CIS ; -::&.. ~: ~a./~ 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

DCIS I~ 1/9.;l . 11a3 ~--- .-::;... • TtOIII ON THIS ROUTE SHEET • ~ . --
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(Fill M6 GETTYS CG AMER-ICAL D 1\1 ' -
Vf 

:0 LI GEr·! ;HCKERSON CG III MAF .. .j;~ ••• /-

ZEM' ~ -~ .~'~ . \ ' 
TOP SEC l~ E TACO A60 EYES, ONLY SECT ION ONE OF T\10-
SUBJ: PHASE n PIERCE VALLEY 
REF: YOUR MS(~ 141645ZMAY 69, SAME SUBJECT eTS) 
1.,. ASSESSMENT OF ENEMY ACT IVlTY IN PIERCE VALLEY AREA: 

A~ THE MA,JOR INFILTRATION AND SIPPLY ROUTE INTO SoUTHERN 
I CORPS-COMES OUT .OF THE A SHAU VALLEY, PASSES BY BASE AREA 112 . 
AND THEN ANGLES SOUTHEAST TO THE OLD"HAU DUC AREA AND BEYOND. 

,RECENT INDIClHIONS ARE THAT THE INFlLTRATION NORTH OF' BASE AREA 
112 HAS 'B'EGUI~ TO SLOW,:f'ROBABLY BECAUSE OF' THE SERIES OF,ALl,.IED 
OPERATIONS Wl:IICHHAVE BEEN TAKING PLACE IN THE A SHAU VALLEY. 
Cl" STUDIES IND ICATE THAT A SECONDARY INFILTRAT ION AND 
SUPPLY RQUTE FOR SOUTHERN I CORPS PASSES THROUGH BASE AREA 614. 
THIS IS KNOWN AS THE "FAIR WEATHER ROUTE" BECAUSE ITS USE DEPENDS ON 
FAIR WEATHER ROUTES 96~ 165., AND 966 IN LAOS. ,ACTIVIT'Y 'ON THESE 
ROUTES SHOWED A DRAMAT IC INCREASE IN DECEMBER' 1968 WITH "EX-
TENSIVE REPA1R of 966 AND THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ROAD (HAYES 
ROAD) TOWARD' KHAM DUC. IT APPEARS THAT THE ENEMY IS ATTEMPTING TO 
If'lPROVE HIS SECONDARY SUPPLY' ROUIE IN ORDER TO, REDUCE HIS 
RELIAN~ ON THE A SHAU VALLEY; BUT AT PRESENT, THERE IS NO' IN­
DICATION THAT SUPPLIES ARE BEING ROUTED THROUGH BASE AREA 614 IN 
LARGE QUANT It lES~ ALTHOUGH GROUND RE CONNA ISSANCE HAS NOT BEEN 
COMPLET.ED~ IIi APPEARS THERE MAY 'BE NG.. MAJOR ENEMY ACTIVITY IN 
IHE PIERCE V~~ LLEY AREA. PROBABLE ENEPlY FORCES CONS 1ST OF REAR AREA 
SECURITY~ ENGINEER MJD COMMO-LIAISON F£RSONNEL. DEBRIEFING OF -
PROJEl: DELTA RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS IN I'HE PIERCE VALLeY .AO D-lD, 
REVEAL THE ~~SENCE OF SOME ENEMY TROOPS IN THE AREA~ ALTHOUGH 
THESE FORCES ARE GENERALL Y SQUAD-SIZE UNITS OR SMALLER., 
THE IR R'OLE APPEARS TO BE SECURITY OF THE AREA THROUGH ,PATROLLIN,G 
IN SMALL -rEMIS WHILE, MA INTAIN ING CONT ACT lilT H OT HER TEAMS BY A 
SYSTEM OF SIGNAL RIFLE SHOTS. REACT ION TO THE DISCOVERY OF 
ALLIED REcONNAISSANCE FORCES VARIED FROM POOR IN THE, SOUTH­
EASTERN REGION OF THE AD TO A' WELL-ORGANIZED MO'BILIZATION OF 
PlATOON-SIZE REACTION FORCES IN THE AREA OF' THE OAK MI RIVER. 
ALTHOUGH ENGINE NOISES WERE HEARD IN THE VICINITY,,/ HAYES ROAD IS 
mTERDICTED ~\NB CLOSED TO WHEELED VEHICLE TRAFFIC.· SIGNS SHOW 
l'lODERATE FOOl TRAFFIC AND LIGHT ACTIVITY ALONG THIS ROUTE. THE 
g4ALL ·AJI10UNT OF ACTIVITY NOTED CAN BE ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE PRE- ~ 'If I) 

. SEN CE OF ENEPIY SECURITY I EAMS. -----.. ~. 
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0 230143Z ZYH ZFF-1
FM MG GETTYS CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LT GEN NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
T 0 SECRE T ACD 460 EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TWO
SUBJ: PHASE II PIERCE VALLEY
REF: YOUR MSG 141645Z MAY 69, SAME SUBJECT (TS)
1. ASSESSMENT OF ENEMY ACTIVITY IN PIERCE VALLEY AREA:

A. THE MAJOR INFILTRATION AND SUPPLY ROUTE INTO SOUTHERN
I CORPS COMES OUT OF THE A SHAU VALLEY, PASSES BY BASE AREA 112
AND THEN ANGLES SOUTHEAST TO THE OLD HAU DUC AREA AND BEYOND.
RECENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE INFILTRATION NORTH OF BASE AREA
112 HAS BEGUN TO SLOW, PROBABLY BE CA USE OF THE SERIES OF ALLIED
OPERATIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN TAKING PLACE IN THE A SHAU VALLEY.
CIDE STUDIES INDICATE THAT A SECONDARY INFILTRATION AND
SUPPLY ROUTE FOR SOUTHERN I CORPS PASSES THROUGH BASE AREA 614-
THIS IS KNOWN AS THE "FAIR WEATHER ROUTE" BECAUSE ITS USE DEPENDS ON
FAIR WEATHER ROUTES 96, 165, AND 966 IN LAOS. ACTIVITY ON THESE
ROUTES SHOWED A DRAMATIC INCREASE IN DECEMBER 1968 WITH EX-
TENSIVE REPAIR of 966 AND THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ROAD CHAYES
ROAD) TOWARD KHAM DUC. IT APPEARS THAT THE ENEMY IS ATTEMPTING TO
IMPROVE HIS SECONDARY SUPPLY ROUTE IN ORDER TO REDUCE HIS
RELIANCE ON THE A SHAU VALLEY; BUT AT PRESENT, THERE IS NO IN-
DICATION THAT SUPPLIES ARE BEING ROUTED THROUGH BASE AREA 614 IN
LARGE QUANTITIES. ALTHOUGH GROUND RECONNAISSANCE HAS NOT BEEN
COMPLETED, IT APPEARS THERE MAY BE NG-MAJOR ENEMY ACTIVITY IN
THE PIERCE VALLEY AREA. PROBABLE ENEMY FORCES CONSIST OF REAR AREA
SECURITY, ENGINEER AND COMMO-LIAISON PERSONNEL. DEBRIEFING OF
PROJEC DELIA RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS IN THE PIERCE VALLEY AO DID
REVEAL THE PRESENCE OF SOME ENEMY TROOPS IN THE AREA, ALTHOUGH
THESE FORCES ARE GENERALLY SQUAD-SIZE UNITS OR SMALLER.
THE IR ROLE APPEARS TO BE SECURITY OF THE AREA THROUGH PATROLLING
IN SMALL TEAMS WHILE MAINTAINING CONTACT WITH OTHER TEAMS BY A
SYSTEM OF SIGNAL RIFLE SHOTS. REACTION TO THE DISCOVERY OF
ALLIED RECONNAISSANCE FORCES VARIED FROM POOR IN THE SOUTH-
EASTERN REGION OF THE AO TO A WELL ORGANIZED MOBILIZATION OF
PLATOON-SIZE REACTION FORCES IN THE AREA OF THE DAK MI RIVER.
ALTHOUGH ENGINE NOISES WERE HEARD IN THE VICINITY, HAYES ROAD IS
INTERDICTED ANB CLOSED TO WHEELED VEHICLE TRAFFIC. SIGNS SHOW
MODERATE FOOT TRAFFIC AND LIGHT ACTIVITY ALONG THIS ROUTE. THE

24/1)SMALL AMOUNT OF ACTIVITY NOTED CAN BE ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE PRE -
SEN CE OF ENEMY SECURITY TEAMS.
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SenfT. HE-'KHAM~DUC A IRJiELl) -AREA -NO-ACT"OAL S-iGHTINGSHAVE-BEE;----
r MADE BUT THE, A,REA SHOW$ SIGNS OF LIGHT FOOT TRAFFIC. THE' ENEMY 

IS PROBABLY SECURING THE BIGH GROUND AROUND THE FIELD AND ROUTES 
OF APPROACH INTO'THE AREA. 

C~ QL' 14' IS NOT BEING USED NOR'TH '()F"THE-:-'KHAM DIre' A REf; -Slit 
SOlITa OF' KHMI DUC~ BOMB CRATERS AND DESTROYED BRIDGES HAVE BEEN BY-
PASSED BY FOOT TRAILS AND SIGNS I~D ICATE LIGHT TO MODERATE FOOT I 
TRAXltC " , " I 

D. THERE IS ONE T RAIL EXT END ING FROM ZC 158019 TO ZC 135113.3.3, THAT' I 

IS HEAVILY TRAVELED ,AND ,PROBABLY EXTENDS TO THE WEST.' T HERE IS A 1-
METER WIDE~ HARD PACKED TRAIL SHOWING StGNS OF HEAVY FOOT TRAFFIC 
PARALLELING 'RTE 534-QN THE NORTH FROM Z C 121451396 TO ZC 1121312185 AND 
THEN Ot~TWUING IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION. .' 

'c' .E.-_..E1iO~r. nEl r IL~ISJLANNJJ!_a~~,O,N.T.~UtQU1G~,<,o,EER.At.ION.a." UNT.!IL,-,~~~ -_~~=,,-,~ , 
ABOUT 1 JUNE,. INSERT IONS ,WILL PROBABLY NOT -BE -l'tA'DE, UNDER THE 
CURRENT PLMi, AFTER 28 MAY. ~ DURING THIS 'FINAL PERIOi;. THEY ARE 
PLA~H'HNG AN 'INSERTION TO CHECK THE FERRY SITE AT ZC 04512193. THAT 
TEAl'! WILL THEN RECONNOITER TO KHAM DUC.' ZONE RECONNAISSANCE IS 
ALSO PLANNED FOR ZB .05!2J990, YB 981876, AND FROM ZB 12143971 TO ZB 002 
960.' . , ' . 

F. IN SUMMARY, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE WORK GOING O.N IN THE 
KHAM DUC REGION IS A LON GRAN GE DEVELOPMENT \~HICH \HLL NOT BE 
HEAVILY USE,D. UNT It AFTER OCTOBER WHEN THE HEAVY MONSOON RAINS IN 
LAOS ARE OVER. POSSIBLY KHAM DUC IS TO. BE DEVELOPEQ AS A . 
SUPPLY ~ND BASE AREA DURING THE COMING SUMMER MONTHS, BUr AT. 
PRESENT, ACTIVITY AROUND T FIE BASE IS AT· A VERY LOW LEVEL. EVEN 
WITH THE A SHAU VALLEY INTERDICTED, IT IS PROBABLE THAT SUPPLIES 
BUILT UP IN THE BASE AREA 112 AND OLD HAU DUC AREAS COULD SUSTAIN 
ENEMY ACTIVlry THROUGH THE SUMMER. ALTHOUGH SMALL SECURITY , 
FORES HAi BEEN £NCOUNTERED THROUGHOUT THE RECONNAISSANCE AREA, 
THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS, AS YET, OF EXTENSIVE UIILIZATION OF THE ,-;;(d~J, 
REGION BY ANY SIGNIFICANT ENEMY FORCES. r{~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

B. IN THE KHAM DUC AIRFIELD AREA NO ACT UAL SIGHTINGS HAVE BEEN
MADE BUT THE AREA SHOWS SIGNS OF LIGHT FOOT TRAFFIC. THE ENEMY
IS PROBABLY SECURING THE HIGH GROUND AROUND THE FIELD AND ROUTES
OF APPROACH INTO THE AREA.

C. QL 14 IS NOT BEING USED NORTH OF THE KHAM DUC AREA; BUT
SOUTH OF KHAM DUC, BOMB CRATERS AND DESTROYED BRIDGES HAVE BEEN BY-
PASSED BY FOOTTRAILS AND SIGNS IND ICATE LIGHT TO MODERATE FOOT
TRAXHC

D. THERE IS ONE TRAIL EXTENDING FROM ZC 158019 TO ZC 051033, THAT
IS HEAVILY TRAVELED AND PROBABLY EXTENDS TO THE WEST. THERE IS A 1-
METER WIDE, HARD PACKED TRAIL SHOWING SIGNS OF HEAVY FOOT TRAFFIC
PARALLELING RTE 534 ON THE NORTH FROM ZC 045096 TO ZC 103085 AND
THEN ONT IN UING IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION.

E. PROJECT DELIA IS PLANNING ON CONTINUING OPERATIONS UNTI IL

ABOUT 1 JUNE. INSERTIONS WILL PROBABLY NOT BE MADE, UNDER THE
CURRENT PLAN, AFTER 28 MAY. DURING THIS FINAL PERIOS THEY ARE
PLANNING AN INSERTION TO CHECK THE FERRY SITE AT ZC 045093. THAT
TEAM WILL THEN RECONNOITER TO KHAM DUC. ZONE RECONNAISSANCE IS
ALSO PLANNED FOR ZB 050990, YB 981876, AND FROM ZB 043971 TO ZB 002
960.

F. IN SUMMARY, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE WORK GOING ON IN THE
KHAM DUC REGION IS A LONG RANGE DEVELOPMENT WHICH WILL NOT BE
HEAVILY USED UNT IL AFTER OCTOBER WHEN THE HEAVY MONSOON RAINS IN
LAOS ARE OVER. POSSIBLY KHAM DUC IS TO BE DEVELOPED AS A
SUPPLY AND BASE AREA DURING THE COMING SUMMER MONTHS, BUT AT
PRESENT, ACTIVITY AROUND THE BASE IS AT A VERY LOW LEVEL. EVEN
WITH THE A SHAU VALLEY INTERDICTED, IT IS PROBABLE THAT SUPPLIES
BUILT UP IN THE BASE AREA 112 AND OLD HAU DUC AREAS COULD SUSTAIN
ENEMY ACTIVITY THROUGH THE SUMMER. ALTHOUGH SMALL SECURITY
FORES HAE BEEN ENCOUNTERED THROUGHOUT THE RECONNA ISSANCE AREA,

24(2)
THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS, AS YET, OF EXTENSIVE UT ILIZATION OF THE
REGION BY ANY SIGNIFICANT ENEMY FORCES.

24/2)
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-r Z; ASSKSS{ilEffroft-'THE-S-ITUAT ION niTHE---AMERICAL-TAOI:--'-
i A. Ei';EMY ACTIVITY HAS FALLEN OFF FROM THE PEAK EXPERIENCED 
l DURING iRE PERIOD 12-~16 MAY AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PRESENT OFFEN-

' .. - .. 

SIVE~" CONTACT CONTINUES TO BE MODERATE TO HEAVY IN TRE'TIEN PRUOCI 
BA 117 OMPLEX; WEST OF QUANG. NGA 1 CITY NEAR FSB ST INSON; AND WEST 
OF' DUe -PH 0 CITY~ , J 

. B~ THE 196TH I~f BDE IS FULLY COMMITTED IN SECURlNGT,HE QUE SON 
VALLEY AND HIEP DUC AND IN EXPLOIT ING THE CONTACT WITH THE 
1ST MF REGTWEST OF T AM KY •. T HE 1/10'1 BBE HAS BEEN' IN HEAVY CON­
TAttIN BA 117' AND VICINITY SINCE ITS ARRIVAL. THE 198TH INF BDE 
CONTINUES TO ENGAGE THE 21ST REG! NW OF, QUANG NGAI AND TO SECURE, 
THE BATANGAN PEN INSULA~ IN T HE SOUTH THE 11TH BDE CONT INUES TO 
ENGAGE MF/NVA ELEMENTS WEST OF DUC PHO·AND"'TO SECURE QL 1 UP-

GRADnH~ OPERATIONS 
GP-4 ' 

, . 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY 'HOURS 
9fcH~ 

. ...,,-. ,.'- .,. 
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2. ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION IN THE AMERICAL TAOI:
A. ENEMY ACTIVITY HAS FALLEN OFF FROM THE PEAK EXPERIENCED

DURING THE PERIOD 12-16 MAY AT THE BEGINNING OF THE PRESENT OFFEN-
SIVE. CONTACT CONTINUES TO BE MODERATE TO HEAVY IN THE TIEN PHUOC/
BA 117 OMPLEX, WEST OF QUANG NGAI CITY NEAR FSB STINSON, AND WEST
OF DUC PH O CITY.

B. THE 196TH INF BDE IS FULLY COMMITTED IN SECURING THE QUE SON
VALLEY AND HIEP DUC AND IN EXPLOITING THE CONTACT WITH THE
1ST MF REGT WEST OF T AM KY. THE 1/101 BBE HAS BEEN IN HEAVY CON-
TAC/IN BA 117 AND VICINITY SINCE ITS ARRIVAL. THE 198TH INF BDE
CONTINUES TO ENGAGE THE 21ST REGT NW OF QUANG NGAI AND TO SECURE,
THE BATANGAN PENINSULA. IN THE SOUTH THE 11TH BDE CONTINUES TO
ENGAGE MF/NVA ELEMENTS WEST OF DUC PHO AND-TO SECURE QL 1 UP-

GRADING OPERATIONS
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
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I 0 P SEC RET ACD 46(3 EYES 'ONLY FINAL SECT ION OF' TWO 
3. BASED ON THE ABOVE ASSESSMENTS I BEL IEVE T HAT THERE ARE 
THREE --COURSES OF' ACT ION AVAILABLE lIIITHRESPECT TO PIERCE VALLEY: 

A. COURSE OF ACTION 1 - BEGIN PHASE IIOJA ·1 JUNE: THIS COURSE 
- OF A1: ION IS NE1THER FEASIBLE NOR APPROPR lATE AT THIS TiME. 

PHASE I RECONNAISSANCE ACTIVITY TO DATE HAS NOT ESTABLISHED THE 
PRESENCE OF LARGE ENEMY FORCES OR THE EXISTENcE OF A MAJOR BASE AREA 
OR STAGING AREA~ . A REMUNERATIVE TARGET HAS NOT BEEN LOCATED \~HICH 
WOULD JUST IFYT HE COMM !TTME NT OF MAJOR FORCES. THE CURRENT SIT IJA-
T ION IN THE AMERICAL TAOI ALSO MITIGATES AGAINST 'REDUCING TROOP 
DENSITY ALONG THE POPULATED COASTAL PLAIN IN ORDER TO INITIATE PHASE 
II. ALTHOUGH THE ARRIVAL OF THE 1/ 101 ABN BDE HAS GREATLY IMPROVED 
TRE SITUAT rON IN THE VIC IN lTY OF BA 11 7, THE 1ST MF' REGT AND THE 31;) 
MFREG! ONTINUE TO PRESENT A SIGNIFICANT THREAT TO LZ PROFESSIONAL, 
'T lEN PHOilC Mm T AM KY~ ALTHOUGH THESE REGIMENT S HAVE PROBABLY BEEN 

, SERIOUSLY HURT DURING THE PAST TWO WEE KS THEY HAVE AN IMPRESSIVE 

\' 

RE INFORCEMENT CAPABILIT Y IN T HE PRESENCE, OF' SEVERAL MF AND LF' BAT­
TALIoNs AND COMPANIES: IN NORTHERN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE THE 21ST MF • 
REGT AND THE 22D NVA,REGT ARE STILL IN A POSTURE TO ATTACK QUANG NGAI~~ 
SINH SON OR SON T INH. IN. SOUTHERN QUANG NGAI THE 2D VC REGT APPEARS : 
TO REMAIN TARGETED. AGAIN ST Due PHO.ADDIT IONALL Y, I AM MOST CONCERNED: 
OVER THE DELETERIOUS EF'FECf A SUDDEN REDUCT ION IN TROOP DENSITY AT . 
THIS TIME WOULD HAVE ON T HE PACIFICA! ION PROGRAM. OF PARTICULAR 
CONCERN Is'rHE IMPACT THIS MAY HAVE ON OUR RECENT SUCCESSES ON 
BATANGAN AND IN HIEP DUC~ A FINAL FACTOR WHICH MAKES A 1 JUNE D- J . 
DAY INADVr'SABLE IS THAT NONE OF THE ADDITIONAL COMBAT OR SUPPORT i lr ! 
UN IT S REm:SIE:D HAVE YEr TO BE IDENT IFIED OR TASKED TO SUPPORT 
PIER! VALLEY. 

B.\OURSE OF' AiT_ION 2 .;. CANCEL PHASE II AND SUBSEQUENT PHASES: 
ALTHOUGH -P}[i\SE-IREcm·iN AISSANCE EFFORT S HAVE AS YET PRODUcED NO 
SIGN IFI CANT INTELL IGNECE THERE ARE MANY AREAS THAT REMA IN To BE 
RECONNOITERED BY PROJECT DELTA AND CCC. UNT IL THIS HAS BEEN 
ACCOfVjPL ISHED CANCELLAT ION OF' SUBSE QUE NT PHASES WOULD ME PREMAT URE~. / 

C. OURSE OF' ACTION 3 - CONTINUE PHASE I·UNTIL OIA 15 JUNE: V· 
PROJECT DELTA FORCES HAVE ONLY BEEN ACT IVEL Y OPERA! ING IN THE 
OBJECTIVE AREA FOR ABOUT TWO WEEKS. AS NOTED ABOVE THERE ARE MANY 
AREAS. IN WHICH THEY HAVE NOT OPERATED, ESPECIALLY IN THE IM- ./ 
MEDIATE VICINITY OF' KHAM Due AND BA. 614. BY 15 JUNE PROJECT DELTA· ; 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO COMPLETE T.HEIR ACfIVITY IN ALL POTENTIAL ENEMY 
BASE ANDSTI~GING AREAS.. NOT UNTIL THEN WILL WE HAVE ESTABLISHED 
AN ADEQUATE INTELLIGENCE BASE T·0 SUPPORT ··A -DECISION! 0 . INIT lATE· 

" PHASE I I OR iO .POSTPONE· OR CANCEL THE ENT IRE OPERAT ION. THERE IS 

L-ALSOA REAsm.lABLE DEGREE OF ASSURANCE T HAT BY '15 JUNE THE CURRENT 
. L. EVEL OF ENlEMY ACT IVITY IN THE TAOI WILL HAVE SUBSIDED TO A LEVELJ.f!9i 

,mICH CAN B1E: HANDLED BY THE EIGHT BATTALIONS REMAINING IN THE TAOI. ___ ; 
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FM MG GETTYS
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
IPSECRET ACD 460 EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO
3. BASED ON THE ABOVE ASSESSMENTS I BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE
THREE COURSES OF CTION AVAILABLE WITH RESPECT TO PIERCE VALLEY:

A. COURSE OF ACTION 1 - BEGIN PHASE II O/A 1 JUNE: THIS COURSE
OF ACTION IS NEITHER FEASIBLE NOR APPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME.
PHASE I RECONNAISSANCE ACTIVITY TO DATE HAS NOT ESTABL ISHED THE
PRESENCE OF LARGE ENEMY FORCES OR THE EXISTENCE OF A MAJOR BASE AREA
OR STAGING AREA. A REMUNERATIVE TARGET HAS NOT BEEN LOCATED WHICH
WOULD JUSTIFY THE COMMITTMENT OF MAJOR FORCES. THE CURRENT SITUA-
TION IN THE AMERICAL TAOI ALSO MITIGATES AGAINST REDUCING TROOP
DENSITY ALONG THE POPULATED COASTAL PLAIN IN ORDER TO INITIATE PHASE
II. ALTHOUGH THE ARRIVAL OF THE 1/101 ABN BDE HAS GREATLY IMPROVED
THE SITUATION IN THE VICINITY OF BA 117, THE 1ST MF REGT AND THE 3D
MF REGT ONT IN UE TO PRESENT A SIGNIFICANT THREAT TO LZ PROFESSIONAL,
TIEN PHOUC AND TAM KY. ALTHOUGH THESE REGIMENTS HAVE PROBABLY BEEN
SERIOUSLY HURT DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS THEY HAVE AN IMPRESSIVE
REINFORCEMENT CAPABILITY IN THE PRESENCE OF SEVERAL MF AND LF BAT -
TALIONS AND COMPANIES. IN NORTHERN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE THE 21ST MF
REGT AND THE 22D NVA REGT ARE STILL IN A POSTURE TO ATTACK QUANG NGAI,
BINH SON OR SON TINH. IN SOUTHERN QUANG NGAI THE 2D VC REGT APPEARS
TO REMAIN TARGETED AGAINST DUC PHO. ADDITIONALLY, I AM MOST CONCERNED
OVER THE DELETERIOUS EFFECT A SUDDEN REDUCT ION IN TROOP DENSITY AT
THIS TIME WOULD HAVE ON THE PACIFICAT ION PROGRAM. OF PARTICULAR
CONCERN IS THE IMPACT THIS MAY HAVE ON OUR RECENT SUCCESSES ON
BATANGAN AND IN HIEP DUC. A FINAL FACTOR WHICH MAKES A 1 JUNE D -

DAY INADVISABLE IS THAT NONE OF THE ADDITIONAL COMBAT OR SUPPORT
UNITS REQESTED HAVE YET TO BE IDENTIFIED OR TASKED TO SUPPORT
PIERE VALLEY.

B.SOURSE OF ACTION 2 - CANCEL PHASE II AND SUBSEQUENT PHASES:
ALTHOUGH PHASE I RECONNAISSANCE EFFORTS HAVE AS YET PRODUCED NO
SIGNIFICANT INTELLIGNECE THERE ARE MANY AREAS THAT REMAIN TO BE
RECONNOITERED BY PROJECT DELTA AND CCC. UNTIL THIS HAS BEEN
ACCOMPLISHED CANCELLATION OF SUBSEQUENT PHASES WOULD ME PREMATURE.

C. CURSE OF ACTION 3 - CONTINUE PHASE UNTIL O/A 15 JUNE :
PROJECT DELIA FORCES HAVE ONLY BEEN ACT IVELY OPERATING IN THE
OBJECTIVE AREA FOR ABOUT TWO WEEKS. AS NOTED ABOVE THERE ARE MANY
AREAS IN WHICH THEY HAVE NOT OPERATED, ESPECIALLY IN THE IM -

MEDIATE VICINITY OF KHAM DUC AND BA 614. BY 15 JUNE PROJECT DELIA
SHOULD BE ABLE TO COMPLETE THEIR ACTIVITY IN ALL POTENTIAL ENEMY
BASE AND STAGING AREAS. NOT UNTIL THEN WILL WE HAVE ESTABLISHED
AN ADEQUATE INTELLIGENCE BASE TO SUPPORT A DECISION TO INITIATE
PHASE II OR TO POSTPONE OR CANCEL THE ENTIRE OPERATION. THERE IS
ALSO A REASONABLE DEGREE OF ASSURANCE THAT BY 15 JUNE THE CURRENT
LEVEL OF ENEMY ACT IV IT Y IN THE TAOI WILL HAVE SUBSIDED TO A LEVEL

24/4)WHICH CAN BE HANDLED BY THE EIGHT BATTALIONS REMAINING IN THE TAOI.
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• 
4. ,Hi VIEirrfHE-AB(r\l~~':~RE-j!M!tNnQOQRllON OF" TH.E_-IJU.ftDCO.UBSE 
OF AmOlit- C 131 !NnE _FliC:E J Ut[ll. __ 2U= J5.,~Jl!li ~~Ircrutt:t~JJ!~~t;;,~N.!lll G 
FOR PH~~§9,.uT ;l~, .. ,.J1UtE I ~lLL_eJiPJU.DE YOU WITH A RECON-

. MDJDATION TO .EITHERBEGIN PHASE II OR TO CANCEl-T~£'''tljJE'R"A''T'leNe-''''''-·", '; 
5. 'I AM NOl -'l1if'"""FA-VO'R "OF' A' T ASK ORGAN rZ'AT ItyN+=rNVUL"'VIN'"G-S--B~ftA[rO-~Tst-'- , 
TWO- OF' :~W'H-ICH ';W'GUkD BE 'ARVN~-;'I BEtTEVE~trn~-'RES't1cr"'"~W'01lL"D-"'BE""lNS·tJF':;'-· --=, ~-: 
FICIENT OMBAl' POWER TO M~T ALL FORESJ;EABLE ENEMY'CAPABILITIES~ ; 
TENUOUS'COMMA,ND AND CONT ROl ARRANGEMENT S IN A PERIOD OF CRIT'lCAl I 
MANEUVER~ AlITII ADDl! lONAl 'lOGIST ICAl PROBLEMS IN AN ALREADY OVERBURDENED, 
lOGIST lCAL CONCEPT. SIX US BATTALIONS IS T HE BEST ,OPT ION IN THAT'! 
IT PROVIDES FOR RAPID SATURATION Or THE OBJECTIVE AREA ANJ'A rORCE ' 
LARGE ENOUGH TO DEFE:AT ENEMY REINFORCEMENTS WHICH COl:1.D. BE EXPECTED 
TO MOVE INTO THE AREA. HOWEVER, IF A DECISION IS MADE TO EXECUTE 

,SUBSEQUENT ,PHASES. OF PIERCE VALLEY WITH ONLY TWO ADDITIONAL ARVN ' 
,BATIALIONS I INTEND TO INITIALLY !INTRODUCE THE 1951'H IN, BDE WITH THREEI 
BATTALIONS INTO THE FOB. DURING THE LATER PART OF PHASE II 1 WOULD : 
BRING IN THE TWO ARVN BATTALIONS. ONE OF THEM WOULD, ,BE EMPLOYED TO l . 

ASSIST IN SECURING THE FOB .WITH ONE AMERICAL BATTALION. THE OTHER 
ARVN BATTALION WOULD 'CONDUCT RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE OPERA! IONS 
AWAY FROM THE FOB WITH THE REMAINING TWOAMERICAL BATTALIONS. 

~E~~~:(~i~a~~lfJ~-~~:'~~[~~~[¥¥i~~:~rT1.§ht'~l=~Bfij:1111l~~~~MBAT 
SERVlcE . SUPPOBT,~WJ,lT~S,-RE-QlJE~ST'E'9~'1'N"MY' O'Rn,·ntAl:"'Pr:)\flHfG"1YlRE'C';;'~"-'-~ 
T~V,E~,--6F-"?ART'ICULAR, CRITICALITY ARE THE AVIATION, ARTILLERY, AND 
E~lGINEER UNITS: WITHOUT THIS AUGMENTATION THE OPERATION IS NOT 
SUPPORTABLE FROM WITHIN EXIST ING AMERICAL RESOURCES 
GP-4-

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY 'HOURS. 
900 
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4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE I RECOMMEND ADOPTION OF THE THIRD COURSE
OF ACTION CONT INIIE PHASE I UNTIL O/A 15 JUNE AND CONTINUE PLANNING
FOR PHASE II. ON OR ABOUT 15 JUNE I WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH A RECON-
MENDATION TO EITHER BEGIN PHASE II OR TO CANCEL THE OPERATION.
5. I AM NOT IN FAVOR OF A TASK ORGANIZATION INVOLVING 5 BAITALIONS,
TWO OF WHICH WOULD BE ARVN. I BELIEVE THE RESULT WOULD BE INSUF-
FICIENT OMBAT POWER TO MEET ALL FORESEEABLE ENEMY CAPABILITIES,
TENUOUS COMMAND AND CONTROL ARRANGEMENTS IN A PERIOD OF CRITICAL
MANEUVER, AND ADDIT IONAL LOGIST ICAL PROBLEMS IN AN ALREADY OVERBURDENED
LOGISTICAL CONCEPT. SIX US BATTALIONS IS THE BEST OPTION IN THAT
IT PROVIDES FOR RAPID SATURATION OF THE OBJECTIVE AREA AND A FORCE
LARGE ENOUGH TO DEFEAT ENEMY REINFORCEMENTS WHICH COULD BE EXPECTED
TO MOVE INTO THE AREA. HOWEVER, IF A DECISION IS MADE TO EXECUTE
SUBSEQUENT PHASES OF PIERCE VALLEY WITH ONLY TWO ADDITIONAL ARVN
BATTALIONS I INTEND TO INITIALLY INTRODUCE THE 196TH INF BDE WITH THREE
BATTALIONS INTO THE FOB. DURING THE LATER PART OF PHASE II I WOULD
BRING IN THE TWO ARVN BATTALIONS. ONE OF THEM WOULD BE EMPLOYED TO
ASSIST IN SECURING THE FOB WITH ONE AMERICAL BATTALION. THE OTHER
ARVN BATTALION WOULD CONDUCT RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE OPERATIONS
AWAY FROM THE FOB WITH THE REMAINING TWO AMERICAL BATTALIONS.
REGARBLESS OF THE FINAL MIX OF MANEUVER BATTALIONS=DECIDED UPON,
I MUST HAVE THE MAJORITY OF THE ADDITIONAL COMBAT SUPPORT AND COMBAT
SERVICE SUPPORT UNITS REQUESTED IN MY ORIGINAL PLANNING DIREC-
TIVE. OF PARTICULAR CR IT ICALITY ARE THE AVIATION, ARTILLERY, AND
ENGINEER UNITS. WITHOUT THIS AUGMENTATION THE OPERATION IS NOT
SUPPORTABLE FROM WITHIN EXIST ING AMERICAL RESOURCES
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS.
900
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I'M SEN AfJUlMS CO'lUSMACV SAIGON 
TO SEN CHAPMAN COMl!lAWANI MAR INE .CCRPS WASHINGTON 
INFO LTG BUSE CG FMFPAC 
LTG NICKER SON CG III MAl' DANA NG 
Z EM -,! ... ~ 'f'l -',' 

SEC R E
e4: MAC 6642 EYES ON.. Y 

SUBJECT: POSSIELE EXPANSION OF'VNMC (e) 
REF: CMC 2lH830lMAY 69 (SNI')_ 
,1. IT HAS BEEN MY INTENTION TO suppan THE PROPOSAL TO EXPAND 

. THE'VNMC~' SOBJECf TO THE CAPABILITY OF USMC TO SUPPOO~ THE 'EXPANSION 
AND RVNAF TO IDErYTIFY T~, TRADEOFF SPACES THAT WOLLD PERMIT RVNAF TO 
STAY WITHIN THE APFROVED FCRCE SIRUCTLRE CED..ING .• 
2. HONEVER, ON 10 MAY 1969, GENERAL VIEN,CHIEF ,JGS,. SUBMITTED A 
REQUEST F(R A SUBSTANTIAL INmEA~ TO THE RVNAF' FORCE LEVEL. INCLUDED 
IN THAT RE~~UESf WAS AN INCREASE FCR VNMC OF 2,703 IN FY70 AND 1,.063 
IN FY71~ . . ," 
3. THE MANY,RAMIFICATIONS OF GENERAL VIEN·S PROPOSAL, PART ICILARLY 
THE MANP'~ER CAPABn. ITY OF-GVN TO SUPPCRT IT REQUIRE DEIAn.ED STUDY; 
THEREF'CRE, WE WILL t~OT BE ABLE TO ADDRESS IHE VNMC INCREASE UNT n.. THE 
FROPOSAL OF A MA OR F'mCE SfRUCItRE INCREASE ISTHffiOUGILY SORTED our. 
4. 1 ·EXPECI rTHE srUDY TO BE COMR..ETED BY EARL YJUNE. 1 AM GLAD TO 
HAVE Yom JllSSLRANCE OF SUPPOiTFOR IHE VNNC IN~EAEE. 
GP-4 . , 
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0 241129Z ZYH ZFF-6 ZFF-3
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON
TO GEN CHAPMAN COMMANDANT MAR INE COR PS WASHINGTON
INFOLTG BUSE CG FMFPAC
LTG NICKER SON CG III MAF DANANG
ZEM

E C R ET MAC 6642 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EXPANSION OF VNMC (C)
REF: CMC 2018302 MAY 69 (SNF)
1. IT HAS BEEN MY INTENTION TO SUPPORT THE PROPOSAL TO EXPAND
THE VNMC, SUBJECT TO THE CAPABILITY OF USMC TO SUPPORT THE EXPANSION
AND RVNAF TO IDENTIFY THE TRADEOFF SPACES THAT WOULD PERMIT RVNAF TO
STAY WITHIN THE APPROVED FOR CE STRUCTURE CE LLING.
2. HOWEVER, ON 10 MAY 1969, GENERAL VIEN, CHIEF ,JGS, SUBMITTED A
REQUEST FOR A SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE TO THE RV NAF FORCE LEVEL. INCLUDED
IN THAT REQUEST WAS AN INCREASE FOR VNMC OF 2,703 IN FY70 AND 1,063
IN FY71.
3. THE MANY RAMIFICATIONS OF GENERAL VIEN'S PROPOSAL, PARTICULARLY
THE MANPOWER CAPABILITY OF GVN TO SUPPORT IT REQUIRE DETAILED ST UD Y;

THEREFORE, WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ADDRESS THE VNMC INCREASE UNT IL THE
PR OPOSAL OF A MA OR FOR CE STRUCTURE INCREASE IS THOROUGHLY SORTED OUT .
4. I EXPECT THE STUDY TO BE COMPLETED BY EARLY JUNE. I AM GLAD TO
HAVE YOUR ASSURANCE OF SUPPORT FOR THE VNMC INCREASE.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
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SECRET

RR RHMMAFA RUMHLA
DE RUHHFMA 4354 1442021
ZNY SSSSS
RHMMAFA -I- RUMHLA
R 2420212 MAY 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
INFO RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV

RECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON INFO MAJGEN SIMPSON
FROM LIGEN BUSE. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS
REDUCTION OF FIRST ARMD AMPHIB CO TO CADRE STATUS (S)
Ao CG III MAF 240352Z/MAY69 (S) (SPECAT)
to (5) REF A REQUESTED PERMISSION TO DELAY WITHDRAWAL OF THE
27 USMC PER SONNEL FROM LVTH-6 PLATOON SUPPORTING ROKMC BDE UNTIL
31AUG69.
2. (U) THE DELAY REQUESTED BY REF A. IS APPROVED. THIS ACTION
WILL BE CONFIRMED BY COMMAND MESSAGE WITH THE REQUEST THAT
YOU IDENTIFY COMPENSATORY MANNING LEVEL ADJUSTMENTS EARLIEST.
GP-Q
BT
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