DECLASSIFIED

13.  CG III MAF 0101407 M (C) ' Gpueg

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
MISSING GERMAN PERSONNEL ~- FIVE MISSING: NOT TWO (EVENTS)

Y m-ﬁme#e-)—

16. © CG III MAF 031426Z MAY69 (U)
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
VIETNAMESE MARINES "COMUS CAN'T SPT AT THIS TIME"

17. CG III MAF 040724Z.M69 (C) MCEO ﬁ—f
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS :

18,  CG III MAF 0605262 MAY 69 (S) EXCLUSIVE ;;’—7‘ i
FOR STIN/ELL FROM NICKEHSON
ENEMY SITUATION IN I CORPS - 10-25 MAY HIGH THREAT - DEIAY ENTRY 3D MARDIV
UNIPS INTO APACHE SNOW UNTIL AFTER 25 MAY

19.. CG III MAF 060%528Z MAY69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE /%«/
FOR AFRAMS FROM NICKERSON ~
APPEARS THAT ENEMX HIGH THREAT PFRIOD IS 10-25 MAY - PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES

20, CG III MAF 0605532 MAY69 (C) 7/, -
FOR ATRAMS FROM NICKIRSON
AERE!'S YOUR ITINERARY FOR TOMORROW!'S VISIT TO ICTZ (HQ III MAF) ON 7 MAY

21 CG III MAF 061010Z MAY69 (C) “9p -4
FOR TOVNSEND FROM NICKRSON’
LUMBER INDUSTRY IN NICTZ -~ SENT ABE A M@ - WILL TAIX TO HIM TOMORROW ABOUT IT

22. CG TIII MAF 061430% MAY69 (C) Y Aty e
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
POSSTHIE GAS ATTACK ON M/3/4 ON 4 MAY: "YOU ASKED ABOUT IT ON PHONE THIS AM®

235.  CG ITI MAF O71205Z MAYE9 (S) Gresp =l shensw
FOR SIMPSON, QUIIMER & GETTYS FROM NICIKIRSON
READDRTSSES TTT MAR 0605267 MAYCONMMMENSSENR - ENEVY SITUATION IN I CORPS

sehml LY v nlain ATNTATR Il

25, CG IIT MAF 0901232 MAY69 (S) EXCINSIVE ;;e—‘/-
FOR STTIWELL FROM NICKIZRSON
REF YR OT1700Z MAY69 - APPROVED

& i ERSREP 8

DECLASSIFIED
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29, G III MAP 141001Z MAY69 (S) EYES ONLY 77,+
FOR TOWNSEND FROM DOOIEY
INVESTIGATION OF THE PHUOC MY HAMINP INCIDENT OF 15 AFRIL INVOLVING ROKS

30.  CG III MAF 1412302 MAY69 (C) .. %-,4 Cooamm
FOR STILWELL FROM KICKErRSON 4/ - - =
VISIT OF SB: STATE " ABOUT BRIEFINGS, KEEP TO MINIMOM & STICK TO FACTSY

35. G ILI MAF 1514002 MAYE9 () -+
PR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
I REAFFIRM THE REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL ERIGADE IN ICTZ

34. CG III MAF 1606552 MAY69 (S) HVNCO %-4
: FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON ,
PASSES IIT MAF 121400Z% MAY69 TO BUSE (REAFFIRM REQI FOR ADDITIONAL BERIGADE)

.

36. CG III MEF 161342% MAY69 (5) HVECO %—%
FR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
READIRESSES COMUSMACY'S 1610152 MAY69

37. G IIT MAF 161630Z MAY69 (S) EXCIUSIVE MCEO A< - #
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSES CG III MAF'S 1514002 MAY 69 & COMUSMACV'S 161015% MAY69

%(ﬁ o
AR Rl R e AR S L
B T

39.. CG III MAF 1709582 MAY69 (S) 7}-3
FOR . ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON ‘
CASUALTIES == SITUATION BERE IN III MAF BETTER THAN YR 1508232 PORTRAVS
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40, CG III MAF 1814102 MAY69 (U)
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
UPDATE ON FREEDOM HILL, R&R TRANSIENT CENTER SITUATION

A4.  CG IIT MAF 220008% MAY69 (S) MCEO -3
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES REPORT

RS F RSN RO

QU BETR S e T FE Toaa B 75 S RATIR FEE TRy
e 5 - 2 A A~

PO e S e S O i

47, CG TIT MAF 2203002 MAY69 (C) EYES ONLY ?/b-y
‘ FOR GETTYS FROM DOCOIEY
PASSES MACV'S 2210%6Z~- GEN ABRAMS VISIT I CORPS 25 MAY

49 e L L A e 3Bl e L Slene

N \ e sl oM L .
SRR L T R e o3 R S R b L 2 il
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29../  CG III MAF 1315L7Z MAY69 (TS) &P+
FOR TOVNSEND INFO STIIWELL,FROM, NICKIRSON
PASSES STITWELL's 131145% MAY69 —-, TO TOWNSERD
WIRESPASS OF LAOTIAI BORDER" .

30.+  CG IIT MAF 141000K MAY 69 (TS) EYES ONLY &P *7/

FOR STIIWELL FROM NICEERSON

EXPIOTTATION OF BA 607 "DON'T INTEND TO TAKE ACTION ON YOUR PROPOSAL NOW"
317 CG IIT MAF 141645Z MAY69 (TS) EXCIUSIVE G'}b"f

FR CEITYS: FROM NICKERSON

PHASE II PIERCE VAILEY~ -~"NEZD YOUR VIEWS BY 25MAY ON FOLIDWING 3 POINTS"®

32, 7  O¢ III MAF 1616322 MAY69 (TS) EXCIUSIVE/MCEO GP-/
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
READIRESSES III MAP'S 121040Z:MAY (OPS INTEL SUMMARY)

33. - CG III MAF 190622% MAY69 (TS) G P~ 7/
FR AFRAMS FROM NICKERSON
SEC STATE VAS HERE ON 18 MAY 1969 (MRE FREEDOM OF OPTRATIONS ON LAOS
BORDER AND IN THE SHDMZ)

34..  CG III MAF 190606% MAY49 (TS) MCEHO Ep—o
FR BUSE FROM NICKERSON ‘
SAME AS 33 ABOVE EXCEPT FQR COUPLE OF WORDS -- SEC STATE WAS HERE

s SR . - i PP e R . ki,
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1. CG III MAF 2403522 MAY69 (S) SPRCAT EXCLUSIVE MCHO ?mf- v
FOR BUSE INFO SIMPSON

REDUCTION OF FIRST ARMD AMphib CO TO CADRE STATUS

2, CG III MAF 240400% MAY69 (U)
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
MALARTA CHEMOPROPHYIAXTS

I b e a2
FeR=r T80 ~FROM-DOONLY
el MR T e

. A G505 2 Zrne Uil Gl )
BRSNS DO TS

oy N P OV B O et

5, CG III MAF 2509562 MAY69 (c) bp- ¥

FOR STILVELL, SIMPSON, GEYTYS & QUILTFR INFO JONES & WRIGHT FROM NICKER SON
HELICOPTER FLYING SAFETY

Rt
LY

8. CG III MAF 2614052 MAY69(U)
FOR BENNETT & DAVISON

ATTABOYS FOR BENNETT & DAVISON -- BEST WISHES TO MEN OF 199TH FROM III MAF

9. CG III MAF 271048Z MAY69 (U)
FCR ECKHARDI & WBTHERILL FROM NICKRSON
ATTABOYS BOYS -~ SORRY I CAN'T MAKE YOUR CHANGE OF COMMAND

" 10. CG III MAF 281105Z MAY69 (U)
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON

SAM PRYOR COMING TO SAIGON -- LIKE TO HAVE HIM VISIT ME 8-9 JUNE

11. CG III MAF 290410Z MAY69 (S) NOFORN MEO —<
RELOCATION OF 1ST AMTRAC BN (U)

12. CG III MAF 2904247 MAY69 (C) SPECAT FRCIUSVIE ZM‘#
FOR SIMPSON FROM NICK-RSON

PASSES CMC'S 28-2317Z (AILEGATIONS OF RACTAL DISCRIMINATION) BALTO PAPER)

PR bo i T RASEAND NOTIL ANALIS TOAM RO DOALIY
O e et RR I G L TOR O e D LA ST LT "

300750 MY hocad!
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18, O IIT 1R 3010542 YAY) (U)
TR CEITYS 4 RAKSEY TRON TICKERSOR
ATRAROTS, 0TS, * HEARTTRD THANES 10 GRS, VELGOME %0 ICTZ FOR RANSEY
(CRAYGE OF COMHAD A7 AVBRIVAL, LITNE 1969)
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CAP
CORDS
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sac
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P 8101407

- em ' '
con F i D ERTTI sl

FM C& II1 MaF DNE RVN
~T0 COH&SHACV

FOR GEN APRAMS FROM LTCEN MIPKFPQOM

MISSTINE GERMAN PERSONNEL (1D

1. (0) TUF EYENTS ”ONCVPNTNC THF FIUE MISSING CERMaM PERSONNEL ARE
RFCAPPED aS FOLLOWS:

p. AT 2990354 APR ST MARD IV REPORTED THnT OLGERMAN NATIOMALS

JFEP HEADED TN DIRECTION OF NOMG SON ON SIGHTSWEING TRIP, JEEP waS
TOMND PARYED AT 257424, PF'S IN ARTA REPORTED ORSFRVIMP GERMANS
LEAUR JFFP AND mpalw FAST IMTO ANTENNA VALLEY,

R, SHRSFanFNTLY AT »2@9324Y (ST MARNIV ADVISED THAT 5 .FERMAN MATIONALS
YFRE MISSTING (% ey OMEN Apn 5 _MFN) INSTEAD OF TwQ,

C. AT »918FPH ST MARNIV REPORTSN TYAT LaTER INFO PEVEALED THAT AT
oM7Y, 5 CFRMAN HOSP PERSCOHMNEL TRAVELLED FROM NONG SON ROAD TO A
POINT JHST MORTH OF RRINGF AT aATI52473, TRIP waS MADE AGATNST aDVICE
0F Nnec DnC NISTRICT He, NISTRINT SENIQR ADUISORP ANN MR CaN OF aN HOp
IMpSTR IAL COMPLEX AND wITHOuT KNOWLENGT OF STH MARINE REGT, AT
0719/FY _"5TU MAP yFRE NOTIFIED RY MR AN aAMD DR REISTING (GERMpAN
UQGP) THAT UFUICLF waS PARVED NQORTH OF BRINEE, GERMaAN PERSONNEL
PPOCEFDED INTO ANTENNA UALLEY AGATIMST ANVICT OF LOCAL CIVILIANS mun
TOLD TUEM UC wERE TN THUT ARFEa., LOCAL VILLAGE CHIEF SFNT PF nNIT
INTO VALLFEY TO THUFSTIGATE wlITU NRZATIYF RFERLTS,

o, (1) THE NAMES OF GFRMAN PTRSONNFL ART A5 FOLLOwWS:

MISS MONIrp SCUMING ‘

MTCS HEMRIVA VODRTMAR

MISS MARTE gTPREP

MR CFORGYF nARTCU

MBR PER HAPT DTEY

3, YFSTFRDAY, AFTER NISOUSSING THUE MATTEDR ] TH LTESN LM, T
DIRECTED MEEN STMPGON T TNGQRM TUE UGAN OF THE CERMAN HOSPITAL

TUAT PFRSONNFL OF HIS STAFF MnST FIRST ORTAIN APPROVAL PRICR.TO
TRAVFLING TN ARPEAS pNDER OnD CORMIZANCE, 1TPF“ LAM AND T MuTal LY
ARREFER THAT FITURD TUR AFRMAR UAQSRTT AL qTArc AT AN H0OA wILl
COMPLY wITHY OpR ORNFRS FOP TUEIP SAFRTY OF LTAEM | AM »IL). aASY¥

TUEM TO LFAVE, wILL ¥EFP Y0 ARVISHED,

CP.4,

45
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® ) Y . FACT SHEET #20

SECRET

III MAF Fact Sheet . Date: 26 April 1969

Subject: Increased Force Structure of the Vietnamese Mafine
Corps ‘

I. GENERAL: \

At the weekly Commanders Conference at Headquarters MACV,
during a discussion of RVNAF manpower limitations, COMUSMACV
expressed dissatisfaction with the 5th and 18th ARVN Divisions,
Yarticularly the desertion rates, and stated that he would

ike to see better utilization of RVNAF manpower., CG III MAF
then strongly recommended an increase of three battalions to
the RVN Marine Corps, to which COMUSMACV responded that he
could not give any more personnel, At this point CG III MAF
turned to COMNAVFORV and requested he study the problem to
see if he could come up with the assets for the three RN -

Marine battalions and gifered III1 MAF assistance. No more
~was said on the mattex ‘ < re———

II. CURRENT STATUS/FC .n -
' & Memorardum ),

On the morning of
Assistant Chief of Stz
-Senior Marine Corps Ac .
for his estimate of tt From.
battalions for the RW se

was that it looks favc To: }9 W@ﬁf

COMNAVFORV favor the i
by Colonel B, G. CASS

COMUSMAGV in discussic T'“f’{‘-‘y o S
anticipated with obtaj }r

hitch could be inabilj V7 A f—
personnel to meet the

ceiling, Colonel CORE
can be found,

Commanding General

- COMNAVFORV will ¢
discuss the problem 2¢
presentation to JGS or
ask Colonel CASS to ac out,
III. RECOMMENDATIONS:

None,

Prepared by: LtCol O

]l b
TTTeREeT T T T RENG L

= /4
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P 8314262

M Ce 11l NaF
10 Ca FPWFPAC v
ZEM - e T

UNCGLASE FT 0

'FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

SUBJs VIET NAMESE MARIMES

. DURING OUR CONVERSATION ON THE TELEPHONE ON 1MAY YOU
INFORMED ME THAT THE COMMAND ANT HAD STATED THAT HE 1S

PREPARED T O SUPPORT THREE MORE BATTALIONS OF VIETNAMESE
MARINES IF COMUSMACV WOULD ASK FOR THEM |

2. YOU WILL RECALL THAT WE WERE ADVISED THAT CORBETT HaAD
BRIEFED COMUSMACY AND THAT COMUSMACV FAVORED THE IDEA.

HOWEVER, YOU WILL ALSO RECALL THAT WE STATED THAT A POSSIBLE
HITCH COWD BE THE INABILITY OF THE JGS TO PROVID SUFFICIENT
PERSONNEL TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS WITHIN THE CURRENT MANPOWER
CE IL ING.

3., WE UNDERSTAND THAT COMUSMACV HAS APPROACHED THE JGS. ON THIS
- SUBJECT, AND WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO GET A FEED- BACK ON THE
RESWTS OF THIS MEET ING SINCE YOU CALLED.

4, ON THE AFTERNOOW OF iMAY, I SAW GEN ABRAMS AT THE CHANGE OF
COMMAND CEREMONY FOR GENERAL CHAE AT NHA TRANG, AMD I ASKED
HIM ABOUT THE SITUATION HE WAS QUITE UNCOMMUNICATIVE AND

SAID QUOTE NOT AT THE PRESENT UNQUOTE. I ASKED HIM IF HE HAD
BEEN BRIEFED BY CORBETT A HE WOULD NOT ADMIT THAT HE HAD.
WHEN I PRESSED HIM ABOUT CHAPPIE ASSISTING HIM FROM -

THE WASHINGTON END, HE SAID IT WAS A MATTER OF SPACES AND

THAT HE COULDN'T SUPPORT IT RIGHT NOW.

5. ALL IN ALL THE CONVERSATION WAS UNPRODUCTIVE. I SUSPECT
THAT HE DID MEET WITH THE JGS AND THAT THEY DIDN'T GIVE HIM
ANY ENCOURAGEME N[, I WOULD ALSO SUSPECT THAT NO ACTION IS
GOING TO BE TAKEN ON VIET NAMESE MARINES FROM THE MACV END

FOR SOME TIME. I WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED AND WILL ALSO REPORT

ON THE RESILTS OF HIS MEETING WITH THE JGS WHEN WE CAN GET

A READ- OUT.
283 4

HASEE§33~
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SECRET *

EXCLUSIVE FR LTGEWN STILWELL FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ENEMY SITUATION IN I CRPS
Il AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE THE ENEMY APPEARS TO BE READYING HIMSELF TO
RESUME OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS ONCE AGALN WHERE HIS PRIWCIPAL EFFORTS
WILL BE DIREGCIED 3TILL REMAINS UNCLEAR., CERTAIMLY HIS POSTURE FAVORS
MWVES IN SEVERAL AREAS, HE HAS POSITIONED FRCES Id THE ADJACENT TO
THE DMZ AND IN WESTZRN QUANWG 1Rl Iw THe SOUTH FORCES OF DIVISIOW
SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE OJF AW INCREASING IHREAT TO QUANG NGAI/MO DuUG/DUC
PHJ AREAS
2. IN THIS REGARS I SeLI&Vi Ii ESSENIIAL THAT WE vialJdTalil A FLEXIBLE
AND> BALANCED POSTURE DURING THE PJTENIIALLY HIGHER THREAT PERIOD 12-
25 MAY IN RDER TO RESPOW PROMPILY AN DECIZIVELY Owl THAE E SEMY COM-
MITS HIMSELF R HIS WHEREABOUIS IS5 OETERMINED.
5. OPERATIONS WHICH KEEZP THE PlesS3UfE ON HIS LOC 3 (AY UPSET 04
PREEMPT A MAJ®R ATTACK 10O THIs EWw YOU CONCEPT FOx APACHE SnOW I3
CERTAINLY MOST APPROPRIATE AW Ode WHICH I FULLY EWD R3E. HWEVER,
IN LIGHT OF PRESENT UNCERTAINTY OF 1He EWNEMY SITUATION AWD I N ORDER
T0 MAINTAIN A FLEXIBLE PO3ITION IN THE IMMZIIATE FUTURE, I AM RE=-
LUCIANT TO BECHE TOO HEAVILY COnwilileD JUST AT THIS IIME., ACCOxD-
INGLY, 1 WJULD APPRECIATE YJUX COWsIDERATIOw OF DELAYING ENIRY OF 3RD
MARD IV UNITS INTO APACHE SNJW UNTIL AFTER 25 uipaYse THIS WOULD PEgiIT
ADDITISNAL TIME FR THE SITUATIOW [0 CLARIFY WITHOUT 3EI&G TOO
DISRUPTIVE TGO THE OVERALL COWCEPT FOR THE OP£RATION YOU HAVE PLAWNUED
FR THE L WER DAKR ONG~UPPER ASHAU AdEA Al THZ 3AME {IME SUFFICIEWT
FRCES WiLL 8E ReLATIVELY FREE FOR COiliITAENT SHOULD ThE EWEMY PiE-
SENL U35 WiITH A LUGRATIVE TARGEL, IW LTHIS REGARD, RZQUEST YOU B2
PREPARED TO PROVIDE TWO BN REGI/ WE FXRCL WITH NOxiAL SUPPORTING
SLICE FR EMPLOYWENT ANYWHERE IN I CRP3 O J2 HOURS WOTICE,
WARM REGARD S,
GP-4 -
453 . . 3,3 x o .— s
. X : 3
EEi! SENI
L) k' .

2t/ {
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SECRET

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

1« 1 HAVE BEEN KEEPING A CLOSE WATCH ON DEVELOPING ENEMY ACTIVI-

TIES AND IT APPEARS THAT THE wEIGHT OF AVAILABLE EVIDENCE NOW SUG-
GESTS 18-25 MAY AS A HIGH THREAT PERIOD. WHERE THE PRINCIPAL ENEMY EF-
FORT WILL BE MADE IS STILL UNCLEAR. HOWEVER, HIS POSTURE WILL SUPPORT
MOVES IN SEVERAL AREAS. HE HAS POSITIONED FORCES IN AND ADJACENT TO
THE DMZ, IN WESTERN QUANG TRI, FURTHER TO THE WEST IN LAOS AND BA 611.
IN THE SOUTH FORCES OF yP TO DIVISION SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE OF INCREAS-
ING THREAT TO QUANG NGAI/NMO Dyc/DyC PHO AREAS. WE'VE SEEN SUFF]JCIENT
INDICATIONS WHICH POINT TO o REPEAT OF THE OFFENSIVE PATTERN OF ACTIV-
ITY EXPERIENCED ON 23 FEB.

2, BCCORDINGLY I HAVE TAKEN THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES:

A. DIRECTED ALL COMMANDS TO INCREASE THEIR STATE OF ALERT AND TO

TAKE APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES TO COYyNTER EXPECTED ENEMY ATTACKS
WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO PROTECTION OF POPULATED AREAS.

B. REQUESTED 7TH FLT MAINTAIN ARG/SLF IN A HIGH STATE OF READINESS
PREPARED FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN LITTORAL OF I CORPS WITH PARTIC-
ULAR PRIORITY TO QUANG NGAI PROVINCE.

C. REQUESTED ASSIGNMENT OF aN ADDITIONAL MOBILE STRIKE FORCE BN

TO PROVIDE INCREASED REACTION CAPABILITY DURING THE FORTHCOMING HIGH
THREAT PERIOD.

D. INITIATED AN INCREASED RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT IN NW AND WESTERN
QUANG TRI.

E. I'VE ASKED DICK STILWELL TO BE PREPARED TO DEPLOY A TWO BN REGI/
BDE ANYWHERE IN I CORPS ON 12 HOYRS NOTICE.

Fe IN COORDINATION WITH LTGEN LAM AND BGEN LEE INITIATED OPERA-

TIONS IN VICINITY OF HOI AN TO PRE-EMPT RENEWED ENEMY ATTACKS THERE.
THE SLF BLT PRESENTLY COMMITIED THERE CaN BE REEMBARKED IN SHORT
NOTICE IF REQUIRED ELSE WHERE.

G&DMAéNTAéNED CONTINYED PRESSURE ON ENEMY'S FAVORITE STAGING AREAS

AND LOC® S.

Ke REVIEWED STEEL CABLE PLANS AND AM PREPARED TO SUBMIT TIMELY
RECOMMENDATIONS ON RECOMMENDED AREAS OF EMPLOYMENT IF STEEL CABLE
REINFORCING BDES ARE REQUIRED BY DEVELOPING SITUATION IN I CORPSs
GP-4
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CONFIDENTTIAL

FOR GEN ABRAMS INFO MGEN SIMPSON FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
CMUSMACV VISIT TO HQ III MAF ON 7MAYSS

A, YOUR 2508147 MAYSS

l. FLLOWING IT INERARY PROVIDED TO SUPPORT SUBJ VISIT IAW

KEF (A):
g19930H
@935-0945

@945=-1010
1218-1628

P20-1040
104g-128¢
1220~-132¢
1320-1332
1332-1560

ARRIVE DANANG BASE OPNS

FLYOVER ASP-1 AREA TO TERMINATE AT FREEDOM HILL
(LZ 54)

TOUR FREEDOM HILL-TRANSIENT CENTER AREA BY JEEP
ENROUTE III MAF HQ (HELO

DISCUSSIONS WITH CG III MAF

II1 MAF BRIEF AS REQUESTED

LUNCH WITH CG III HMAF

ENRQUTE 1ST MARDIV

AS ARRANGED BY CG ISTMARDIV TO TERMINATE AT
DANANG BASE OPNS

DEPART FOR TSN

S0 NCTE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
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F1 CG 111 MAF :
T0 CQIUSHAGV
ZL—’ 00
CONFIDENTIAL
FOR MGEN T OWNSEND, C/S MACV, FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: LUMEER INDUSTR‘{ IN x\lICIZ
l. AS YOU KNOW, DICK STILWELL I3 QUITE INIERESIEQ IN FURTHERING THE
LUM 2ER INDUSTRY IN MICTZ. I AYM QUITE INTERESTED IN DICK'S PROPOSALS
AND SUPPORT FULLY WHAT HE IS DCING., Iff THIS REGARD I HAVE MAILED A
MEM ORANDUM TOC GEN ALRAMS ON THIS SUBJECT WHICH YOU HAVE NOT YET
RECEIVED, 1 INTEND TO TALK TO HIM AT LENGIH TOMORROW ABOUT THE
MEY ORANDUM AND FORESTRY AND LUMBERING IN I CORPS.
& THE AROE I5 PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATICM ONLY.
550 NCTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HGQURS.
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TO CG FEFPAC — -~

Eog ﬁTGEh 2UEE F%Cé PTEN NICKERSON D e

SUBJ: POSSILLE GAS ATTACK INVOLVING M/3/4 ON 4 MAY 1969

. DURING OUR CONVERSATION THIS MORNING YOU INQUIRED ON THE

POSSIELE GAS ATTACK INVOLVING /374 ON 4 MAY. THE FOLLOWING

1S PROVIDED AS INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO US AT THE PRESENT TIME:

A, AT 5719¢H THE POINT OF THE LEAD SQUAD OF ONE PLATQOON DETECTED

RIEMY CLAYWORES IN VICINITY OF XD 978618, THE PLATOON HALTED

TMEDIATELY, ONE COMMAND DETONTED CLAYMORE WAS FIRED AND RES-

UITED IN 2 USHMC KIA, 3 USMC WIA (E).

B DETONATION OF THE CLAYMORE WAS FOLLOWED BY 5 SMALL EXPLOSIONS

N THE AIR WITH LITTLE CONCUSSIC! OR FRAGMENTATION. THE EXPLO-

SIONS WERE L OUD LIKE CONCUSSION GRENADES RATHER THAN GAS GRENADES.

C. THE POINT SQUAD IMMEDIATELY RECEIVED SAF FROM THE EAST FLANK

FROM | OR 2 WVA., 3 NVA WERE SPOTIED 15¢ METERS NORTH, @ OVING EAST.

%0 LATER EXPLOSIONS WERE HEARD. (THE ORIGINAL 5 EXPLOSIONS COULD

WAVE BEEN PROPELLING CHARGES FOR AN AIR BURST OR ORDNANCE COULD

HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN TREES AND DETCNATED. )

L ARTILLERY, &1 Iij {1ORTARS AND FIXED WING WERE USED ON ENEUY

POSITIONS WYMILE EVACUATION WAS CGIPLETED.

E. ABOUT 6 HOURS LATER ONE PLATCON MOVED INTO THE AREA OF

INITIAL CONTACT AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY THE MEY COMPLAINED OF BUR-

NING SEHSATIONS OF THE EYELIDS, FOREMEAD AND EXPOSED SKIN PLUS

CRAMPS OF THE ARMS, HANDS AND LEGS WITH CONSTRICTION OF THE MOUTH

AlD STQIACH NMUSCLES RESUITING IN& NAUSEA. UNIT SUSPECTED CHEMICAL

AGENT AND M OVED BACK OUT COF AREA. TOSE INDIVIDUALS i10ST

NFECTED W‘*_RE EVACUATED (1£ MEDEVAC)

F. THE POSSIBILITY THAT A DRY AGENT CACHE WAS DETONATED BY ENEMY

(RDUANCE OR FRIENDLY SUPPORTING ARMS SHOULD NOT BE OVERL OOKED AS

MANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH THE ABOVE 'SYMPTQGMS DID NOT ENTER OR

COME NEAR THE AREA OF THE ORIGINAL CONTACT.

é;STHERE WERE NO CLISTERS OV THE SKIN AND 3D MED SUSPECTS AGENT
cs.

H. TROOPS DID NOT HAVE THEIR GAS MASKS AT THE TIME.

a $% sg?aAs WE HAVE ANYTHING FURTHER O THIS, I WILL PASS IT

WRY REGARDS. : ?

®-4 ,

L0
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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE GAS ATTACK INVOLVING M/3/4 ON 4 M;Y 1969

AT O710H THE POINT OF THE LEAD SQUAD OF ONE PLATOON .-
DETECTED ENEMY CLAYMORES IN VICINITY OF XD 970618: THE
PLATOON HALTED IMMEDIATELY. ONE COMMAND DETONATED CLAYMORE
WAS FIRED AND RESULTED IN 2 USMC KJA, 3 USMC WIA (E).

DETONATION OF THE CLAYMORE WAS FOLLOWED BY 5 SMALL
EXPLOSIONS IN THE AIR WITH LITTLE CONCUSSION OR FRAGMENTATION.
THE EXPLOSIONS WERE LOUD LIKE CONCUSSION GRENADES RATHER
THAN GAS GRENADES.

THE POINT SQUAD IMMED@ATELY RECEIVED SAF FROM THE EAST
FLANK FROM 1 OR 2 NVA. 3 NVA WERE SPOTTED 150 METERS NORTH,

. MOVING EAST. NO LATER EXPLOSIONS WERE HEARD., (THE ORIGINAL
5 EXPLOSIONS COULD HAVE BEEN PROPELLING CHARGES FOR AN AIR
BURST OR ORDNANCE COULD HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN TREES AND
DETONATED.)

ARTELLERY, 81 MM MORTARS AND FIXED WING WERE USED ON
ENEMY POSITIONS WHILE EVACUATION WAS COMPLETED.

ABOUT 6 HOURS LATER ONE PLATOON MOVED INTO THE AREA OF
INITIAL CONTACT AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY THE MEN COMPLAINED
OF BURNING SENSATIONS OF THE EYELIDS, FOREHEAD AND EXPOSED
SKIN PLUS CRAMPS OF THE ARMS, HANDS AND LEGS WITH CONSTRICTION
OF THE MOUTH AND STOMACH MUSCLES RESULTING IN NAUSEA. UNIT
SUSPECTED CHEMICAL AGENT AND MOVED BACK OUT OF AREA. THOSE
INDIVIDUALS MOST AFFECTED WERE EVACUATED (10 MEDEVAC).
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THE EOSéfEILITY THAT A DRY AGENT CACHE WXSADETONATED
BY ENEMY ORDNANCE OR FRIENDLY SUPPORTING ARMS SHOULD NOT
BE OVER LOOKED AS MANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH THE ABOVE
SYMPTOMS‘DID NOT ENTER OR COME NEAR THE AREA OF THE ORIGINAL
CONTACT,

THERE WERE NO BLISTERS ON THE SKIN AND 3D MED SUSPECTS

AGENT WAS Cs.

TROOPS DID NOT HAVE THEIR GAS MASKS AT THE TIME.
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CG AMERICAL DIVISION — -

ZEM * - _

SECRET o

FOR MWEW-SIMPSON, MGEN QUILTER AND MGEW GETTYS FROM LIGEN

NICKERSON

l. THE FOLLWOING MESSAGE 1S READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATIGN:

0 P6RA526Z ZYH .

FM CG III MAF

TO CG XXIV CORPS

ZEM

SECRET ,

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN STILWELL FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

ENEMY SITUATION IN I CORPS

1. AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE THE ENEMY APPLARS [0 BE READYING HIMSELF T0
RESUME OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS ONCE AGAIN. WHERE HIS PRINCIPAL EFFORTS
WILL BE DIRECTED STILL REMAINS UNCLEAR. CERTAINLY HIS POSTURE FAVORS
MOVES IN SEVERAL AREAS. HE HAS POSITIONED FURCES 1N THE ADJACENT TO
THE DMZ AND IN WESTERN QUANG TRI. IN THE SOUTH FORCES OF DIVISION
SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE OF AN INCREASING THRzAT TO QUANG NGAI/#M0O DUC/DUC
PHO AREAS. »

2. IN THIS REGARD I BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL THAT we MAINTAIN A FLEXIBLE
AND BALANCED POSTURE DURING THE POTENTIALLY HIGHER THRzAT PERIOD 18-
25 MAY IN ORDER TO RESPOND PROMPTILY AND DECISIVAZLY ONCE THE ENEMY COM--

MITS HIMSELF OR HIS WHEREABOUTS IS DEIERMINED.

3., OPERATIONS WHICH KEEP/ THE PRESSURE ON HIS LOC"S MAY UPSET OR
PREEMPT A MAJOR ATTACK. 10 THIS £ND YOU CONCzPT FOR APACHE SNOW IS
CERTAINLY MCST APPROPRIATE AND ONE WHICH I FULLY ENDORSE. HOWEVER,

IN LIGHT OF PRESENT UNCERLAINTY OF THe EN&£MY SITUATION AND IN GRDER
TO MAINTAIN A FLEXIBLE POSITION IN THEL IMMEDIALE FUTURE, I AMIRE-
LUCTANT TO BECOME TOO HEAVILY COMMITTIED JUST Al THIS TIME. ACCORD-
INGLY, I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR CONSIDERATION OFIDELAYING ENTRY OF 3RD

MARDIV UNITS IJIOQ APACHE SNOW UNTIL AFTER 25 _#MAY. THIS WOULD PERMIT
ADDITIONAL TIME FORITHE SITUATIO IFY WITHOUT BEING T0O0
DISRUPTIVE TO THE OVERALL CONCEPT FOR THE OPERATION YOU HAVE PLANNED
FOR THE LOWER DAKRONG-UPPER ASHAU AREA. Al THE SAME TIME SUFFICIENT
FORCES WILL BE RELATIVELY FREE FOR COMMITMENI SHOULD THE ENEMY PRE=-
SENT US WITH A LUCRATIVE TARGET. IN THIS REGARD, REQU&ST YOU BE

PREPARED .-TO PROVIDE TWO BN REGI/BDE FORCE WITH NORMAL SUPPORTING 70
SLICE FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN I CORPS ON 12 HOURS NOTICE. ,“4ru;1
WARM REGARDS. '
. /

Uiy > »

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY ¥ qufﬁgi
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS. Bb‘f o
P-4 s B
. 3 o -
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0 9S8123Z ZYH . ——
FM C6 III MAF

T0 ce XXIV CORPS

ZEM *

SECRET

SECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN STILWELL FROM LTGEN NICKERS@'

A. YOUR PHB 0842 @71788Z MAY 69
l. DESIGNATIONS OF RESERVE AND EMPLOYMENT OF STH MARIMES QS

OUTLINED REF A APPROVED.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
GP-4
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Iroute] secTioN REACORESSAOF XXIV CORPS 1811453
| #v cG |

DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED
DCG AIR

, ; NISHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
c/S ¢ ORDER POSII.4_.
ocss |

THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST af
DC/S PLAN

L 4 SIGMED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS
7 1 s/ 7 WEW
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01315172 TYH N S I -
M Cc6 III.MAF - 2 . | _‘

TO C QfUSMACY . , L : -
INF O CG XXIV CORPS, ,
ZEY

TOPSECRET , e

FOR HGEN TOWNEEND, I4FG LTGEN STILWELL FROM LTGEN NICKERZCH

l. THE FOLLOWING dLSSAGE 1S PASSED. FO®R YOUR INFORMATION:
01311452

Fii LTG STILWELL CG XXIV CORPS

TOLTG NICKERSCN CG III MAF.

el

TOPSECRET PiB ©582 EYES ONLY

SUFJECT: TRESPASS OF LACT IAN BORDER

. CENERAL TRUGNG AND I VISITED 3/1 ARVH THIZ :CRMING,

LANDING AT SATTALION TAC CP ON ROUTE 922 AT APPROXIMATELY

YD 195¢33. The BATTALION IS STRUNG CUT ALONG RCAD, FROQI

THAT PCINT CASTWARD; AND IS OPERATING TO THE RORTH

THERECGF. PRINCIPAL TASK CF DATTALION Is [0 CHECK oIDES

& ROAD FCR EURIEL SUPPLIES AND EGQUITHENT; IN THIS TieY

PAVE DONE VERY WELL 50 FAR.

2, FCR REASONC OF ELEMENTAL SECURITY, CATTALICH COusAdLEK

A5 SECURITY DETACIMENTS DEFLGYED 2-3ve LETERS TC The SOUTH

® ROAD. TVI7, ACCORDING TG AP TRACE, Puls HIM ACROS: THE
“CRDER.

3. TRUGNG ASLD I CCNZICTR THAT BATIALION COMuANDER'Z

DISPCSITIGNS ARE ENTIRFLY CONSISTENT wiln THE INHERENT

RGHT OF SELF-SEFEHST; AND THAT THEREFORE HIS D ISPOSIT IONS

ART FLLLY IN ACCORD WITH THE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT.

4 IT 1€ %Y COTIMATE THAT TUE z4TTALION WILL BE IN THe

A CRENENTIGNED POSTURE FOR ANGIHER 47 HOUkks, AT WHICE TI.E

THE TATTALION WILL TCGIV Y CVESENT (L A WORTHERLY AXIS 10

SEARCH AND CLEAR TME RIDGEC AUD DRAWS LEADING AWAY FaGH

RCUTE 522, |

4o YOUR COC WAS TY NOW RECTIVESD TFE SPOT REFQRT Ok THE CHASH OF
TYE [21CT A™ DIV LC" JUST WEZT OF THE BORUER AND TO TUE OUTH OF
TUE 2/1 AW ACTIVITY. OPERATING ON FREVIOUSLY RECE IVE U ILTCA i~
TATION OF TV RCT, OEIN.ZAIZ TCOUK THE NECESIARY ACTION TO LXTRACT
THE THRTE PERSONNEL ASOARD THE AIRCRAFT, AFTER WHICH IT «AZ DEA-
TROYED ™Y FIRE FRGI ARA AND FIXED WING AIRCRAFT.

5 WAR! RECARDA. , _

550 NCTEs DELIVER IM4EDIATELY
P-4 '
20
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5 NGEN TOWNSEND FROM BGEN DOOLEY .
INVESTIGATION OF THE PHUOC MY HAMLET INCIDENT ON {5 yPRIL
INVOLVINg THE ROKMC
A. CG. III1 MAF 18150808Z APR6S
} THE BOARD OF INVESTIGATION DISCUSSED IN REF A HAS COM-
PLETED ITS WORK AND SUBMITTED ITS REPORT TO LTGEN LAM. THE
BOARD WAS COMPOSED OF AN AMERICAN OFFICER (SENIOR MEMBER),
A VIETNAMESE OFFICER AND A KOREAN OFFICER. FOLLOWING
IS A SYNOPSIS OF THE SIGNIFICANT RECOMMENDATIONS:
A. THAT ROKMC BDE MAKE SOLATIUM PAYMENTS ASAP
FOR THE DEATHS, WOUNDS AND PROPERTY DAMAGE SUSTAINED
BY cIVILIANS AS A RESULT OF THE INCIDENT.
B. THAT ROKMC BDE TAKE APPROPRIATE DISCIPLINARY
ACTION AGAINST THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATHS,
INJURIES AND PROPERTY DAMAGE.
C. THAT I CORPS, TOGETHER WITH ROKMC BDE, EMBARK
ON AN IMMEDIATE, VIGOROUS PSYOPS/CIVIC ACTION PROGRAM
DESIGNED TO BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ROKMC AND
THE CIVILIAN POPULACE In THE ROKmMC TAOR.
D. THAT SECURITY FOR THE ROAD SWEEP ON HIGHWAY MR 1
FROM THE CAU IAU BRIDGE TO THE BA REN BRIDGE (UREA OF
DISSENSION BETWEEN ROKMC AwD Vi @ILITARY AND CIVILIAN)
BE PROVIDED BY ARVN (RF).
E. THAT REGULAR AWD SUSTAINED LIAISOn BE ESTABLISHED
AND MAINTAINED BETWEEm ROKMC BDE UnliS PROVIDInG ROAD SWEEP
SECURITY AND THE ARVN (RF UNITS) WHENEVER THEY OPERATE In
CLOSE PROXIMITY,
2., 1 POINT OUT THAT THESE ARE THE RECOMMENDAI IONS OF THE
BOARD. THE REPORT OF FINDINGS OF FACTS, OPINIONS AND RECOMMEN-
DATIONS WAS SyBMITTED TO LTGEN LAM SUMDAY EVENING, 11 MaY,
FOR HIS FINAL ACTION. COPIES OF THE INVESTIGATION HAVE BEEN
PROVIDED LTGEN NICKERSON AND BGEN LEE. DUE TO THE LENGTH OF
THE REPORT, I SERIOUSLY DOUBT THAT IT HAS BEEN TRANSLATED
INTO VIETNAMESE OR KOREAN AT THIS TIME.
3., I DO NOT KNOW WHAT BGEN LEE'S REACTION TO THE REPORT WAS
Og WILL BE. HOWEVER, I SUBMIT THAT HE AND HIS MEMBER OF THE
BOARD WERE MOST COOPERATIVE THROUGHOUT THE INVESTIGATION.
I AM SURE THAT HMIS MEMBER KEPT HIM ADVISED OF THE PROCEEDINGS.
4s 1 WILL INFORM YOU WHEN LTGEN LAM'S ACTION IS COMPLETED
% SHOULD ANYTHING OF SIGNIFICANCE OCCUR BEFORE THAT TIME. WE
¥§LL THEN PROVIDE YOU WITH A COPY OF THE COMPLETED INVESTIGA-
ON. ,
'8 AS THE INVESTIGATION HAS JUST BEEN COMPLETED AND AL)
#8VE NOT HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW/UPPROVE THE ‘
COMMENDATIONS, I WOULD URGE CAUTION IN ANY BRIEFINGE/
CySSIONS OUTSIDE THE US FAMILY AT THIS TIME.

0 MOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION BNLY. DELIVER BURINV
W@RKIBG HﬂURS.

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED

@NFIDENTIAlm s ® -

TTCZYUY R-NHQ‘SQO“” 1881238 Fb?ﬁcoﬂhn’”ﬁa
ZiyY ¢ceeee
0 1412302 ®MaY 69
hﬂ GG IIE MAF DNG RVE
YO RUMLEBPAZCE XXIV CORPS PHB RVH

m ' "

CONFIDEMNT I & L/AOR LIBEN STILVELL FRON LYGEN EICHKHRSAN
SUBSe VISET OF THE SECRETARY OF StATE (CY

C 1, I.UAD MY CMIEF CALL CARTER TOWNSEND fODAY 70 DETERMINE WHETHER YN
WAS. ANY GUIDANCE 70 BE ISSUED CHNCFPAPVG BRIEFINSS FOR MR HGGERS :

SPECIFICALLY, CA ARTER $AS ASKED IF WE WOULD RECEIVE ANY FALL-OUT FROM
G”NEHBL ABRAMS® VISIT WIYid THE PRESIDENT YESTERDAY OR IF IT IS ﬂNsd(g

AFQ THAT HE, GEWERAL ABRAMS, WOULD FORWARD ARNY GUIDANCE UrFOl HIS nPrL%E ///

K—"\

THE QNSUFR WAS NEGATIVE Id B3CTH CASES. CARYER DID EWNPRASIZE THAT MR.
ROGERS DESIRED THAT THE BRIEFINGS BE HEPT 50 AN ABSOLUTE MINEMIN AN
THAT WIS TIi¥E BE SPENT PRIWCIPALLY 1IN VISIVING URITS AND PEQOPLE. ME
ASKED THAT THE BRIEFINGS BE KEPT LOW-HEY, AVOIDIKGE ARY CDNIRO TERSTAL
ISSUES WHICH ARE MORE APPROPRIATELY ADDRESSED BY GENERAL ABRANS. HE
FURTHER SUBGESIED THAT OUR BRIE?IWGQ STIEK TO THE FACTS WITHOLE A0
EDITORIALIZENG,

2, THE AROVE IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION
EP=4 .
BY -

2971

v o0 e cone_Dor_ B cone CONFIDENTIAL 4
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HEADQU%TERS

1l MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

ATION CODE

TIMAF FORM 3216 (REV 3-68)

X~ ORIGINATOR
A= ACTION / COGNIZANCE
C-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION
{ - INFORMATION ©

S - SIGNATURE

FROM
- CG |

DATE

11 MF

1412082 MAY 6

SERIAL ¢ / CONTROL - DATE

1419792

1.2|3
COPY #

oF 4 copies RECO

ROUTE

SECTION

CODE

- ¢6

4

DCG

DCG AIR

INITIAL

C/S

ol

DC/S

ECT
EXPLOITATION OF BASE AREA 68T

| REMARKS /" /

THiS MAY NOT BE RETAINED
| OVER MIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
OROER POSI. 4

DC/S PLAN

THE HCORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE

5/8

T4
77

G-1

G-2

G-3

6-4

G-8

G-6

CAP

ADdJ

- CORDS

MB/TRANS

ENGR

H&sS CO

INSP

MTO

0P ANAL

ORD

PSY OPS

cuppPLY

LEGAL

PMO

sSac

ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

Pl
=

- ﬂ,j S
,QS TS/;

pe®

AN

DECLASSIFIED
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O HABINT TYR o '

Fil C@ 111 BAF . : o i

TO CG XXIV CRPS : ' : =

ZEM - T

T OPSECRET EYES ONMLY

FR LTGEN STILWELL FROM LTGEN NICKERSOW

SUBJ: EXPL OITATION OF BASE AREA 697

A CG XXIV CORPS 1320547 MAYSS (T9

I YOUR REQUEST WHICH SPEAKS OF THE SUSPECIED

PRESENCE OF CONSIDERABLE ENEMY SUPPLIES AND EQUIPHMENT
IN BASE AREA 6@7 IS VIEWED wITH INTEREST.

2. MILJTARILY YOUR-TIMING IS GO IN ONE SENSE IN THAT
YOUR FRCES ARE AVAILABLE AND POISED F®R THE RIF

REQUESTED., IN ANOTHER SENSE, I DO NOT DESIRE TO HAVE
RCES COMMITTED THERE IF AVOIDABLE BECAUSE OF HIGHER
PRIORITY COMPLETING REQUIREMENTS ELSEWHERE IN I C(RPS

3. AT THIS POINT IN TIME, BA 607 POSES NO IMMED IATE

THREAT. FRCES WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED TO ENGAGE T HAT

TARGET CAN BE MORE PROFITABLE EMPLOYED IN THOSE AREAS

WHERE THE THREAT IS INSTANI, CONSTANT, AND DEFINITLY
MORE CERTAIN, MY MAJO CONCERN AT THE MOMENT IS FR

THOSE AREAS WHERE TROOP DENSITY IS INADEQUATE. COR-
RECTION OF THIS SITUATION MUST BE MY PRIORITY UNDER-
TAKING FOR NOw, ‘ '

4, IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, I DO NOT INTEND TO TAKE ACTION
ON YOUR PROPOSAL AT THIS TIME, MEANWHILE, REQUEST YOU
OBTAIN SUCH ADDITIONAL INTELLIGENCE AS PUSSIBLE (CCN
TO STRENGTHEN THE CASE. I SUSPECI, AS YOU DO, THAT THE
SUPPLIES ARE THERE, REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FQR TRANSMISSION ONLY, DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS.

GP-4
207

DECLASSIFIED
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v
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HEADQ&”?TERS | .

“ "IH MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

6

. OPERATION CODE
%= ORIGINATOR
A—ACTION / COGNIZANCE
C-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATTON
| = INFORMATION = :
S - SIGNATURE

FROM

)

ROUTE} SECTION | CODE

- CG ]
0CG /
©0C6 AIR |/,

<

INITIAL

C/8

DC/S

— TR 1
SERIAL# / CONTROL - DATE

III MAF FORM 3216 (REV 3-68)
. DATE

1,2,3

cory '* or COPIES RECO
EeT
PHASE |1 PIFRCE VALLEY

e

| REMARKS

‘THIS DOGUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED
| OVER MMSHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
-ORDER PS3I1.4__,

0C/S PLAN

\ §/8

THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST Bg
SIONED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

G-l

G-2

G-3

6-4

G-5

G-6

CAP

ADJ

- CORDS

EMB/TRANS

ENGR

H&s Co

INSP

MTO

OP ANAL

ORD

PSY OPS

SUPPLY

LEGAL

PO

S&ac




DECLASSIFIED

N,

zmﬁ S0 AMERICAL DIVISTION
' TOPSECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN GETTYS FROM LTGEN NICKERS ON
PHASE I1 PIERCE VALLEY ' ‘
l. WHILE RECOGNIZING THEY WERE DELAYED IN INITIATING
(PERATIONS, THE RETURNS FROM DELTA FORCE TO DATE HAVE NOT BEEN
TOO REMUNERATIVE IN PRODUCING HARD INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION.
 WE'LL NEED TO KNOW A GREAT DEAL MORE BEFORE A REC OMMENDAT ION-
CAN BE SUBMITTED TO GEN ABRAMS WITH RESPECT TO PHASE II
PIERCE VALLEY. OUR EXPERIENCE INDICATES THE NEED FOR A
MAXIMUM REC'ON EFF ORT FROM NOW UNTIL 25 MAY SINCE I BELIEVE
CMUSMACV WILL BE EXPECTING A RECOMMENDATION BY THEN. :
% CLOSELY RELATED TO THE PRIORITY REQUIREMENT FOR SOLID _
INTELLIGENCE INFO ON THE KHAM DUC/BA 614 AREA IS AN ASSESSMENT
F THE THREAT NOW FACING YOU IN THE AMERICAL AO AND ITS
IMPACT ON YOUR ABIL ITY TO RELEASE FORCES FOR PHASE II OPS
IN PIERCE VALLEY IF A DECISION IS MADE TO EXECUTE.
% TO ASSIST ME IN DEVEL OPING A RECOMMENDED COURSE OF ACTION
I WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING YOUR VIEWS BY 25 MAY ON THE
FOLLOWING PLUS ANY OTHER FACTORS YOU CONSIDER PERTINENT:

A, AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ENEMY SITUATION NOT ONLY OF
KHAM DUC/BA 112 AREA BUT IN THE ENTIRE AMERICAL AQ AS WELL.

B, A REC(MMENDATION AS TO EXECUTION, POSTPONEMENT OR
CANCELLATION OF PHASE II WITH SUPPORTING RAT IONALE.

C. AMERICAL'S CAPABILY TO EXECUTE SUBSEQUENT PHA SES
F PIERCE VALLEY (IF SUCH A DECISION IS MADE) WITH PERHAPS
(LY TWO ADDIT IONAL ARVN BNS AND NO US REINFORCEMENTS.
WARM REGARDS
®P-4
21
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 SECRET

HEADQUARTERS o)

N ‘”'*MARN-:

avr@olsFol®E - @

~ OPERATION COOE

| X~ ORIGINATOR
A-ACT

/COBNIZANCE

C~COMMENT/ RECOMMENDAT 10N

1— |NFORMAT ION
S -$IONATUR

SECTION |
- C6

COOE

/e

1 nce

:/fr

T mr

~ [WERUCR/cONTROL OATE [1,888

[ 0ce AR

NTPAL OR BRIMDE |

mqu
% ‘ ' :

P_g c/s

0C/$S

*xl‘\hv‘\‘

7

. ‘1o css pm
1/ 1 s

6l

| I B
L

G-2

_G~3

G-4

6-5

. G-6

ADJ

" CAP

“CORDS

‘ EMB/TRANY

ENGR

H&s$s co

INSP

MTO

| OP ANAL

OROD

o |PSY OPS |

| SUPPLY

| sac

DECLASSIFIED
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7
i

C N e €.

9
.m

45 14 ZYN s
Caq ELI MAF

1o com MGX o
SECRET - — :

FOR MGN TOWNSeND, CHILF OF STArr MAGYV FHOM LT GEN NIiCKLR SON
A. UG iil PiAr 1210402 MAY o9

Be COMUSMALV MAU' 6155 141248 MAY 69

Ue LCOMUSMALY MIAU 6139 1414592 MAY &9

Ue UG LiLt MAF 14172% mAY &9 :

le IN-Rer A 1 nXPheSakD MY ViEWs CONCERNLING THE. THREATS iN

NORTHEKN ANU SQUIHERN i CORPS, THe 1MPLLCAL iON OF SHIFT LNG

AXLV oOnP5 pieMeNT> SOUTHWARD AL LHis TiMe Anp nx GOMMLNDED

THAL AN ADULT 2OwAL Bur Sifru rOnie Be DePLOYeD T0O I ¢onPs TQ
inunzAbs THe 1nQ0P uenNsi1Y In 1 He AMeRICAL UiviSION AQ,

WM IN LIGHT Or CONT INUED ENEMY PRESSUKE INn SICTZ AND THE

FACT THAT CUHARLIe @ITY 'S FORNULS ARE beVARRL Y TAXeD iN

Merl ING THe livineAsty THREAT i HAVeE ORUsKeD THe DE PL OYMENT

IOUAY OrFr A 2 BN Bur OrF 1dloi AVN UiV (AM) TO 1A Ky AND
PLAuey Li Unvei | He OPUON OF AMrr 1AL LWVISION, (REF D),

LHe AFLOAT SLr HAS BrieN POoIy iOneD OFF T He VDASL BelWeeN TAM
KY ANv QUANG NGAL AVALILABLL FOR 1MMeD 1ATe DePLOYMENT IF

R QUIrrb, THe SEUQNU SLF, CUantNTLY LNGAG.D ASHORE AN OPN

UARLING m:.BLL, HAS BeeN ALenTeD TO Br PrePARED TO Kt =EMBAR X

ON Y HOUrS NOT Lok 10 AooWie T He nQOLe OF A MOBILE KREkSkRVE,

S¢ AS YOU AKz Well AWAnr (nek U) THe ENEMY HAS SUBSTANTIALLY
INUREASED HIS rQiuns I Awb NOKTH OF THe ubiZ ANU WaSTanN QUANG

ini,

4, AS NOIevy IN neF A THere IS5 A Neib TO0 InuipASt THe TmQoP

VeNSILY IN LHe 5101Z 1F oAl LlorAclORY PrQuneos IS TO Be MADr

‘TOWAKD IMPHOVING OUx PAuvirIuAl ION mrFOK] S THere, THE PrkobeNI
iNUREASED FTHRoATD HLGHL L GHL o 1 He PrOBLeri. ALTHOUGH MY
PREFERENCE WAS NOT TO SHIFT XXIV CORPS ELEMaNT o VONDIuen inG

THe NORLHennN THReAT, THe UxGinor OF THe SOUTH:RN SIT UAT ION

AT THIS TIME DICTATED THe CQURSE OF AUl iON 1 HAVE UHOSEN

NOTWLI HSTANDinvG T He nlsKs INVOLVED,

5¢ 1 Belleve THAL WilH LHe FORoes nNOW ALLOVALEU 10 5Iviz We
VAN LOUvien 1Ho vUnnaiNl LHNeA1 THene, HOWEVER, THE QVERALL

BALANUE OF pORUES REMAINS bel LoAler lv VieW OF THeE DUAL THREAT

We FACR, TO COMBAT THiS THREAT I WOULD PREFeK TQ KETUKN THe

pLEMENTS OF THe 1@15T ABN DIV (AM) TQ XXiV UOKPs TO PRQVIDE

DICK STILWELL WITH sOoMe FLeXIBILITY TO AL ACT AND TO BOLSIkR

THe AMERLICAL DIViSION WITH A BRIGAD}:' FROM SOURCES mXTERKNAL

T0 I1l mAF, 1r PrOVIDmD, '

§, ACUORDING. Y, TO IMPROVE MY PKeSKENT POSTURE IN L IGHT OF

THe DUAL THREAT FACING Us AN TO KAIsSe THe THOOP DENSITY TO

A LEVEL WHICH PeRMITS US TO MOVE AHEAD TOWAKD SOLVING THE
PACIFIUCAT ION SITUAT ioN IN SIUTZ, I REAFFIRM THE REQUIREMENT

FOR THE DPLOWMsNT OF AN ADUII 1ONAL BRIGADE FORUe T0 I COKPS,
7. AS A RELATED MATTER THIS MORNING I RECOMMEND=D TOQ LT GEN

LAM THAT He CONSIDER NOVING AN AKVN RE Gf FROM THE NORTH TO THE

TWO SOUTHERN PROWAMCES, HE IND ICATED |8 €8S IDER ING )

ING AN ADDIT LgWgiRA.
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| C-COMMENT/ RECOMMENOATION "ng uw.' " |

INITIAL

— [oce AR '
(X0 s Ix

1 ocsrs |
D C/S OM

/s T2 a7 |
G-l A

62 -
6-3
G-4
6-5
6-6
ADJ

1 cap

~ CORDS

_ |EMB/TRANS

| EN6R |
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INSP

1 w10
0P ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS
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soLY vik AVY CIRCUITS OMLY TR i
"LTGEN SESE FPROM LTGEW WICKERSOS e
e FOLLOVING WESSAGE I¥ READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATIEN,

Lensewm, cHIZF OF STATY UACY TROM LTGEW WICKERSOS

(1 MAY 121840 WAY 89
: MAT €133 1A12A8I MAY 69
C €139 1414392 MAY €9

® THREATS IN
. SHIFTING

DECLASSIFIEB
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ucm U3 AND 'm RALSE
PERMITS US TO MOVE AWEAD T
o% SITUATION IN SICTI,
TVENT ¢

AT ML T Sl L
8 AN ARVN REGT

0 SOUTNERN PROVINCES. NE INDICATED THAT X
gaamem mm. 10N OF THE 34TH e

m uem PRECEORNCE Fon tRauswIssiom omy,
. DELIVEN DURINe veRkiNe Houns, ". s
so0

-

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

,MRIrE AMP OUS

N SECRET

. OPERATION cooc - |FROM
X~ o ‘
o O C T, |
C~COMMENT/ RECOMMENDAT ION ' SERIAL#/CONTROL u‘re
PRl | wunar

INI'TIAL -

SECTION
- c6
1 0c6
DCG AIR
C/s
D C/S |
‘ D C/S DM 1 \ ‘
H §'s 2817/ 0 N D N
I 6-2 . '
6-3
6-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
| cap
. CORDS |
- JEMB/TRAN
| ENGR |
Has co
~ INSP
1 wmro
0P ANAL |
. ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY
~ 88C
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e e e P - e e e

0 161342Z ZYH

FNMCG 111 MAF \‘ L ,
TO CG FMFPAC - gl

2en | [SECRET
SECRET LY

HANDLE VIA NAVY CIRCUITS ONLY
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
l. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
01610157 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
FM GEN ABRAUS CMUMACV SGN
TOLTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
SECRET MAC 6248 EYES ONLY
RF: CG III MAF 1514002 MAY €S
le. YOUR MOQVE IN REDEPLOYING THE TWO-BATTALION BRIGADE OF THE
I121ST AIRBORNE DIVISION AND HOLDING BLT 3-26 AFLOAT OFF SOUTHERN
1 CTZ IS UNDERST 00D, REEMBARKING BLT 2-26 WILL GIVE YOU ADDED
FLEXIBILITY.
2 I CONCUR THAT FORCES CURRENTLY DEPLOYED IN SOUTHERN I CTZ CAN
COUNTER THE ENEMY THREAT THERE, IN ADDITION E TwO BATTALIONS
AL OAT WILL GIVE YOU A RESERVE WHICH MF\Y REACT WHERE REQUIRED
THROUGHOUT 1 CTZ.
&% IN VIEW (F THE ABOVE, IT IS CONSIEERED UNTIMELY TO COMMIT
gY FORCES UNDER OPLAN STEEL CAR.E AT THIS TIME.

QUCTE

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY.
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS

GP-4

>0

NINN
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- Il MARINE AWHIB!OUS FORCE

4 CCN:@47/0UT FILE:DH _IIMAF_FORM 5218 (REV3-58)
OPERATION  CODE ’ FROM ] ' DATE
%= ORIGINATOR CG 11| MAF ) 16 MAY 69 .
A~ ACTION / COGNIZANCE . a ' ; -
C-CO:;‘%’:I ﬂ/ OZECOMMENDAT’ON ' SERIAL# /CONTROL. DATE -
I~ INFY , ;
S - SIGKATURE _ 1616302 MAY 69 EQPY* [ o7 cops RECS
- DATE SUBJECT
ROUTE| SECTION | COOE pe—mpim=y—pr=y IMITIAL 1 "EYCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
ce REMARKS v
Dce /THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AN.,
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WiTH N
c/S _ 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPO.;-
pc/s : ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.
DC/S PLAN B
Vi s/ L 15770 ] .E’ORIG s/s
G-} i LS .REL:
G-2 ,

e e e e xCLUSNE
S . FOR

CORDS

e — MAR!NE CORPZ EYES ONLY"

H&s CO

uro - ' HAS BEEN SENT |

OP ANAL
ORD
PSY OPS

SUPPLY
LEGAL
PMO
S&cC

b ~ SECRET

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

SgCRET © CCM1847,/0UT o FILE:&H. o .
FROM 6 111 MAF OATE waY 69
SERIAL® ‘
x g ___looeve 7 or 5 copies meco
DATE SIONAT URE X c’rv VE FOR M |
DATE SIGNATURE ﬂ

FOR

MARINELCORPSEYES—ONLY

| s /g COPY 1.2.5 0F 3 COPIFS
MAT ANMD TAPE

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD SECRET

DECLASSIFIED
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7 @CRET e® o ©

A\NNNNANNNNNNW

FOI.

CTTSZYUW RHMMAFAZ2442 1361636-SSSS==RUHKNES.
ZNY S58S5S

0 1616327 MAY 69

FM €8 111 MAF

0 RUHHMFA/CG FMFPAC

ECRE T/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

? LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSORW -

THE FOLLOWIN MESSAGES ARE READDRES FOR VOUR INFORMAT 10N
TEs CG III MAF 1514007 MAY €9

5148027

Cé III MAF

COMUSMACY

1T O D e WU Y o
= S O
s O =P

AN

N\

SECRET .

FOR MGEN TOWNSEND, CHIEF OF STAFF MACY FROM LTGEN NICKERSOWN
A. CG III MAF 1210427 MAY 69

B, COMUSMACY MAC 6135 (4124872 MAY &9

L. COWMUSMACY MAC €139 (414597 MAY 69 -

f

o CEG 111 MAF 1417287 KAY €9

1. I REF A4 I EXPRESSED MY VIEWS CONCERNING THE THREATS IR
MORTHERN AND SOUTHERN I CORPS, THE IMPLICAT ION OF SHIFT IRG
AKIY CORPS ELEMENTS SOUTHWARD AT THIS TIME AND RECOMMFNDED
THAT AN ADDITIONAL BDE SIZED FORCE BE DEPLOYED TO I CORPS TO
INCREASE THE TROGCP DEWSITY Iy THE AMERICAL DIVISION AOQ,

2. IN LIGHT GF CONTINUED ENEMY PRESSURE IN SICTZ AMD THE
FACT THAT CHARLIE GETTY®S FORCES ARE SEVERELY TANED IN
MEETING THE INCREASED THREAT 1 HAVE ORDERED THE DEPLOYME NT
TODAY OF A 2 BN BDE OF 1@iST AVN DIV (AMY TO TAM XY AND
PLACED IT UYNDER THE OPCOW OF AMERICAL DIVISION, (REF D).

THE AFLOAT SLF HAS BEEN POSITIONED OFF THE COAST BETUEER TAM
KY AND GQUANG NGAX AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DEFLOYMEWNT IF
REQUIRED, THE SECOND SLF, CURRENTLY ENGAGED ASMGRE IN OPN
DARING REBEL, HAS BEEN ALERYED TO BE PREPARED TO RE-EMBARK
Ol & HOURS NOTICE TG ASSUME THE ROLE OF A MOBILE RESERVE,

PAGE_1_OF 2 PAGE"

P11 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY / OF‘j COPIES

&\\\\W\W\MN

=XCLUSIVE

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

SECRET 7

@# &7

QNSbQQQSSE@QQQSbQQQSNbQQQNbbQQQKS>bQQQS5bQQSbbQQS5bQQQS5éQQSSbQQ§SbQQthQQSbQQiSbQQ#!!SQQ

DECLASSIFIED
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NN\

7 -$CRET @ o ©

o A5 YOU ARE WELL AVARE (REF C) THE ENEMY HAS SUSSTANT 1aLLv
NCREASED WIS FORCES IN AND NORTH OF THE DMZ AND 7ESTERN QUA N2
Ry

(R

,0

AS NOTED YW REF A THERE IS A NEED TO INCRFASE THE TRCOP
ESSITY IN THE SICYZ IF SATISFACTCRY PROSRESS IS TO BE MADE
7 OJARD IMPRCYVING OUR PACIFICATION EFFORTS THERE, (HE PRESENT
NCREASED THREAT HIGHLIGHIS THE PROBLEWM. ALTHOUGH MY

CPREFERE NCE WAS NOT TO SHIFT HXIV CORPS ELEWMENTS CONSIDERING
He RORTHERN THREAT, TWE URGENCY OF THE SCUTHEHN SITUATION
At
)

L

4

<o ZE

{ THIS TIME DICTATED THE COURSE OF ACTION I HAVE GCHOSHN

WITHSTANDING THE RISKS IUVOLVED, -

I BELIEVE THAY WITH THE FORCES WOV ALLOCATED T2 SICTZ WE
CAN COUNTER THE CURRENT THREAT THERE, HOUWEUER, THE OVERALL
7/°ALANCE OF FORCES REMAINS DELICATE IN VIEW OF THE DUAL THREAT
JE FACE, TO COMBAT THIS THREAT I WOULD PRFFER TO R YURN THE
LEMENTS OF THE §B1ST ABN DIV C(ANMY T0 XXIy OGRPS 70 PROVIDE
DICK STILWELL WITH SOME FLEXIBILITY TO REACT AND TO COLSTER
THE AMERICAL DIVISION WITH A BRIGADE FROM SOURCES EXTFRREAL
10 IIY MAF; IF PROVIDED,
€. ACCORDINGLY, TO IMPROVE MY PRESENT POSTURE I8 LiGHY OF
THE DUAL THREAT FACING US AND TO RAISE THE TROCI NDENSSTY 70
A LEVEL WHICH PERNMITS US T0 MOVE AHEAD TOWARD SOLVING THE
PACIFICATION SITUATICN IN SICTZ, T REAFFIRM THE REQUIREME NT
FOR THE DPLOYMENT OF AR ADDITIONAL BRIGADE FCRCE 70 I CORPS.
7. AS & RELATED MATTER THIS MORMING ‘I RECOMNEMDED T0 LT¥GEN
LAM THAT HE CONSIDER MOVING AN ARVN REGT FROM THE WNORTI %0 THE
YO SOUTHERN PROVINCES, ME INDICATED THAT ME IS CONSIDERING
COVING AN ADDITIONAL BATTALION OF THE 547TH ARVE REGT.

UNQUOTE

)

AN\

NN

QUOTE COMUSHMACY 1686S5Z MAY 69

0 16IEISZ ZYH ZFF=-4 ZFF-|

Fli GEN ABRANMS COMUSHMACV S6N

T0 L.TG NICKERSON CG IIi MAF

ZEM

SECRET MAC 6248 EVYES OMLY

EFs C6 I1I MAF 1514267 MAY @9

lo VYOUR MOVE IN REDEPLOYING THE TWO-BATTALICHK BRIGADE OF TME

i 21ST AIRBORME DIVISION AND HOLDING BLT 3-26 AFLOAT OFF SOUTHERN
CTZ IS UNDERSTOOD, REEMBARKING BLY 2-26 WilL GIVE YOU ADDED
FLEXIBILITY,

2o i COWCUR THAT FORCES CURRENTLY DEPLOYED IN SOUTHERN I CT7 CaN
COUNTER THE ERENMY THREAT THERE. IN ADDITION £ TWQ BATTAL iONS
A
T

NN\

e 2

AN

L

TZ fud L=

FLOAT WILL GIVE YOU £ RESERVE WHICH MAY REACT WHERE REQUIRED

HROUGHOUT I CTZ. .
o IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS5 CONSIEERED UNT IMELY TO COMWMIT

ANY FORCES UNDER OPLAN STEEL CABLE AT TNIS TIME,

UNQUOTE .
BT  group-4

PAGE_2 OF Z_PAGES

111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY. / OF 3 COPIES

AN

rm
i
\\\\\\\‘Q&\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ ' \

(7L
e
wCD

W
N

L
l
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HEADQUA’I’ERS

o

IIT MARINE AMPH!BIOUS FORCE
T CCN:@46/0UT

OPERATION CODE

X- ORIGINATOR

A= ACTION / COGNIZANCE
C-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION
| = INFORMATION

S - SIGNATURE

FILE:DH II MAF FORM 52i6 (REV 3-88)
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S REF B REVEALS THAT DURING THE FIRST 48 HOURS OF THE T
ENEMY 3 RECENT INCREASED ACTIVITY, 34 OF THE 68 ENEMY GRIUND ..
ATTACKS COUNTRY-WIDEZ OCCU<ED IN ICTZ. THIS SUZ3E3T3 A
GREATER INTENSITY OF ENEMY OFFENSIVE EFFORT IN THIS AREA.
. WHEN THE ENEMY TAKES THE OFFENSIVE, OUx CASUATIES INEVITAZFR
RISE IN PROPORTION TO HI3, JUST A3 THE GEVERSE I3 TAUE W4HEN
WE STEP UP OWR OFFENSIVE EFFO03T3. IT 13 PaxTICULAZLY NOTE-
WOITHY THAT 3EVERAL &R OUND ATTAUAS DURING THE PE2ID WERE
CONDUCTED BY SAPPIS UNITS. 4 34PPEs ATTACK WHICH ACHIEVES
ANY SUCCE33 AT ALL WiLL OFTEN PLODUCE AN UNFAV USARLE KILL
RATIO BASED ON THE WILLINGNESS JF THE ENEMY T 0 SACYIFICE
LIVES IN ORDEX T U IWNFLICT MAXIMUM CASUALTIES. AN EXAMPLE
OF THIS KIND OJF ATTACK OCCUxRED AT F3B AIRBOANE ON 13 MAY.
‘THE INITIAL SPJ REPORT REFLECTED IN 2EF A SHOWED 23 F2IENDLY
KIA AND 28 ENEMY KIA, (THE FLGUiES WE<E SUBSZQUENTLY UPDATED
1022 FAIENDLY KIA AND 32 ENEMY «IA.) MY CONCLUSLON HERE Is
NOT 50 MUCH THAT OUR ENEMY-FiIZWDLY KILL 2ATIO CAME IN LAZ GF
PART F 1M A DISP: 0P RTLIONATE SHAE OF ENEMY & OUWD ATTACKS,
SUT' RATHER THAT THIS CAIEGOsY OF CONFLICT PRODUCED FRIEGDLY
CASUALTIES WHICH INCIEASED ALERTNESS ColULD PO3SIBLY Havz
, MINIMIZED, THE PR GAEM HAS MY PEASONAL ATTENTION, AND IN
,‘ THE MATTESY JUF GqOUND ATIACAS SAPPE: ATIACKS WE COWNTINUE TO

- SEEK AND EXPLJIT LE330N3 LEASNED,
4 12. IN THIS CONNECTIJN, WE HAVE <ZCENTLY UB3EAVED ail ENEMY
! TACTIC WHICH CJUNSI3T3 OF EMPLOYING & VESY FEW #Ed LN A WELL
. CONCEALEZD AND WELL DUG IN CELLULAX DEFENSIVE PUSITICH F o0

P s
i

S R NN

o

: WHICH THEY LAUNCH 343 1JCKETS Id HEAVY 3427AGES 4 GALNST QU
{ MANEUERING FOZCE, THIS TUJ I3 &4 3AC.IFICIAL TACTIC Foo

' W1 IMATELY 3Y HEAVY USE OF FIREPOWE. AND PiOPED MANEUVER WE
CARRY THE POSITION, WHILE HI3 L J3S3ES @AY 3E CMPLETE, THEY
ARE FEW, TJITALLING PERHAPS & [ 14, Jd [HE OiHEZ AAwD, HIS3
INITIAL B-47 3A23AG FIiE3 INFLICT A DISP.OPO.TIONATE N 32
OF CASUALTIES ON U3, AMERICAL DIV, 1IN II°3 SFFORIS TO
RETAKE NUI YON 2F CAMP, ENCOUNTERED THAT TacCiic,

Ll. FROM ALL OF THIS, I BELIEVEZ [T <EASONABLE To 3aY THAY

THE PICTURE HERE IN LiII MAF 13 SU3STANIIALLY BEITZY THEW
THAT PORTRAYeD BY REFERENCE A.
. GP-3
! S57 NOTE: DELIVER DUIING DUTY HJUsS. 839_2
; 34
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I IN REF A YOU REQUESTED COUMMENTS ON THE APPAREWNI HKILL RATIC

, IMBALANCE IN III MAF UNITS DURING THE PEXIOQ 13 - 13 MAY AS

SELATED T O COUNTRYWiDE PERCEZNTAGES OF (s «Ia AND EZWNEMY KIA

BY US FORCES DURING THAT PERiD.

2. ALTHOUGH I DU NOT LidE THE B3wY COUNI TECHNIQUE oF JUD 3idga

MILITARY PiO&RES3S, A5 TAANSLATED {0 ENZMY-FLIENDLY RILL

RATI3 IT RECEIVES MY UNDIVIDED AITENTION AT EACH DAY S 311&F-

ING THE KiLL RATIO SERVES TO FOCUs MY ATTENTION ON APPARINT

USELESS OR DISPROMRTIONATE CASUALTIES. IN TUXH WE SEEK 10

DETEXMINE THE REASGHS FOR AN UNFAV GIABE RATIOA AND, WHERE

APP3OPR IATE, DEVEL JP AND EXPLOULT LESSON3 LEARNED.

5. EXAMINAT i3N OF OUR REPORTS3 TO YGUR. HEAD QUAKTERS F33f THZ

PERIOD SHWN iIN REF A IEPORT 934 EWEMY WKIA VICE 889, '

4, NINE SUBSEQUENT INCIDENTS JF ENEMY BODIES FOUND Pk XD UCED

135 ADUIT WAL ENEMY AIA. EiGHI LATE REPXKTS ADD 75 ENEMY

KIA TO QUR T OALS. THESE FLGUIES, AITRIBUTED TO THE PERL D

13 - 15 MAY, CHANGE THE RAI{L1U A5 FALLUWS: 1114 ENV |8IF;

A RATIO OF S.5:1. .

5. WHEN WE DELEIE FRIENDLY CASUALTIES F: M MINES AND 53Uz~

PRISE FIRING DEVICES, TOUTALLING I3 FR KIA, THE SATIO CHANGES

AS FALLOW3: 1114 EN/I56F.; A -ATIO OF 7:l. .

8. WHEN WE FURTHEx ZLIMATE CASUALTIES SUFFERED IN ATTACKS

BY FIRE (13 FR KIAN AND AIZCIAFT SHJT DOWN (22F3 KIA) , THE

RATIO CHANGES A3 FOLL Ow3: (114 EwW 124 F<3 RATIO 9:l.

7. MINES AND SURPRISE FIRING DEV ICES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR

A HIGH PROPORTION OF OUX CASUALTIES UNDEZ " 20iMal" CIR CUN-
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UNCLAS EF TIC FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FREEDON HILL, R&R/TRANSIENT CENTE¥ SITUAT ION, UPDATE , .
1, WE HAVE MADE GOOD PROGRESS CN THE EMERGENCY REBUILD
OF THE ReR/TRANSIENT CENTER, THE MESS HALL, OLD BARRACKS
" AND THE TRANSIENT TERMINAL REPAIRS ARE COHPLETE. FORLOG -

""" COMD HAS SHIFTED BOTH TRANSIENT AND ReR PROCESSING OPERA-

TIONS FROM CHINA BEACH TO THE ABOVE FACILITIES. IN ORDER

TO ALLEVIATE BILLET SHORTAGE LOCAL: PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN

INSTRUCTED TO REPORT ON DAY OF SCHEDULED FLIGHT. WORK I

WELL ALONG ON REBUILD OF THE NEW BARRACKS, R&R TERMINAL

AND LOUNGE. THE INTERIOR OF THE R&R TERMINAL IS BEING MOD-

IFIED TO PROVIDE FOR SMOOTHER PROCESSING.

2. SAFETY REPAIRS HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE RECREATION CENTER.

USO PERSONNEL ARE WORKING AT OTHER USO CENTERS., RED CROSS CLUB-
MOBILE IS OPERATING OUT OF THE RED CRGSS BILLET, PLANS AND PRIOR-
ITIES ARE BEING ESTABLJSHED FOR RAPID AND COMPLETE )
RECONSTRUCT ION OF THE FREEDOM HlLk RECREAT ION COMPLEX,
 ESSENTIALLY AS IT WAS. APPROPRIATED FUND SOURCES WILL "BE

USED FOR THE STRUCTURAL REBUILD GOF THOSE ELEMENTS AT THE

FREEDOM HILL RECREATION COMPLEX WHICH WERE SO FUNDED. NCN-
APPROPRIATED- FUNDS WILL BE USED WHERE NECESSARY FOR INTER-
IOR . JTEMS NOT PROVIDED BY APPROPRIATED FUNDS, ASSISTANCE

IN'THIS LATTER INSTANCE FROM MACV, GRANTS, LOANS OR IN-

SURANCE REVENUES WILL BE CONSIDERED. POST. EXCHANGE CON-
.CESSIONAIRES AND USO WILL REFUND IHEIR OWN INTERIOR RE-
QUIREMENTS.

3. IN ADDITION WE ARE CONSIDERING AN EXPANSION OF THE

CHINA BEACH FACILITY, PARTICULARLY IN DEVELOPMENT OF A

LARGER DAY USER FACILITY. WE ARE ALSO LOOKING INTO

DEVELOPMENT NEAR CHINA BEACH EXCHANGE OF A CENTRALLY

LOCATED INDOOR/OUTDOOR SPORTS AREA. WE HOPE TO USE

JOINT NON<APPROPRIATED FUNDS FOR THIS PURPOSE. THERE

IS A SLIGHT EVIDENCE OF MACV INTEREST IN FURTHER DEVELOP-

 MENT OF-THE IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER THERE. WE ARE LOOKING

INTO THE CAPABILITY OF THE LIMITED AVAILABLE SPACE AT

LHINA_ BEACH TO SUSTAIN INCREASED DEVEL PMENT OF THIS o
FACILITY. oug MAIN CONSIDERATION IS THE NECESSITY - T

OF PROVIDING SUFFICIENT DAY USER RECREATIOKAL AREA AND
FachI&IES.,.
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GEN ABRANS FRON LTGEN WICKERSON 18FC MO ETIVS .

PIERCE VALLEY, PHASE 1I (0 ‘\ .
- CQ 111 WAF 2513082 MAYES ; S
() ABALYSIS OF AVAILABLE INTELLIGENCE, INCLUDING REPORTS
FRON PROJECT DELTA, INDICATES THERE IS NO MAJOR ENEMY ACTIVITY
18 0P PIERCE VALLEY AREA AT THIS TINE, PROBABLE EMENY TROOPS I
f THE AREA ARE REAR AREA SECURITY, EWGINEKN AND COMMD~LIAIGON,
REACTION TO RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT HAS VARIED FROM POOR TO NELL
ORGANIZED WOBILIZATION OF PLATOOR SIZE REACTION FORCES, #O |
. MOTORABLE ROADS NAVE BEEN FOUND AND OMLY TwO NIGN SPEED TRANLS i
" " ARE_KWOWN @L-14, FROM KKAR DUC SOUTN, ROUTE 9661 AKD ROUTE 554
_ EVIDEWCE MODERATE FOOT TRAPFIC, - . S
" 24 CY8) PROJECT DELTA AND 508 HAVE NOT YET PENETRATED TAE
KEARY OF BA=614, LAOTIAD BORDER-ROUTE 966/165 AREA, IWAEDIATE
KHAR DUC AREA, OR ROUTE 9661, RECONR OPLRATIONS ARE PRESEATLY
SCHEDULED UNTIL 31 MAY WITH INSERTIONS PLANNED AT ZC 845093,
8 938995, YB $51876, AND FRON Z5B 043971 70 ZB 862968, .
3¢ (B) AS A RELATED RATTER, ENENY ACTIVITY IN AMERICAL TAOL HaAS |
FALLEN OFF 1N RECENY DAYS, BUT EACK OF THE FOUR BRIGADES CONTINUES
58 WODERATE TO HEAVY CONTACT, WNILE THE INREAT KAS DECREASED,
WAUOR ENENY FORCES REWAIN VITHIN STRIKING RABSE OF TAK KY,
" QUANG NGAI CITY, MO DUC ABD DUC PHO, S i
N Ae (783 AT THIS TINE, THREE COURSES OF ACTIOH AREL SUGGESIED BY ]
| CURRENT SITUATIONS : | s .
f Ae C/A lo BEGLN PHASE II ON | JUNE, THIS COUR I OF ACTION
- CONSIDERED INAPPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME DUE TO LACK OF A CONFIRMED |
/

PRp—-

RENUBERATIVE TARGET IN THE KKAM DUC AREA, FURTHERWORE, THE

CURRERT SITUATION IN THE ANERICAL TAO! MITIGATES AGAISST RE-

DUCING TROOP DENSITY IM COASTAL PLAIS AREA, . *

Bs C/A 2y CANCEL OP PIERCE VALLYE, ALTHOUGH RECOM TO DATE o

- HAS YET 70 PRODUCE INTELLIGENCE OF SIGNIFICANT ENEWY ACTIVITY,
.~ SEVERAL INPORTANT AREAS RENALN TO BE RECONNOITERED BY PROJECT .

DELTA ASD 508, SPECIFICALLY THE HIGH GROUSD AROUMD KNAM DUC,

ROUTE 9661 AND ROUTE 566, THIS COURGE OF ACTION CONSIDERED int-;4-my

BATURE AT TKIS TINE. | o T
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LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON SEﬁ ONE OF THREE
SECNAV®S VISIT TO WESTPAC (S .
A. CG FUMFPAC 1422287 MAYS&D
1. IAW REF A THE FOLLOWING REPORT SUBNITTEDS

f. HEADQUARTERS IIl MaF

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY WAS BRIEFED AT HQS III MAF FOR

ONE HOUR ON 24 MAY 1969, THE BRIEFING WAS AN OVERVIEW OF THE CURRENT
SITUATION IN ICTZ, AND COVERED INTELLJGENCE, DISPOSITION OF FORCES,
RECENT AND CURRENT OPERATIONS, THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAN, AND THF
PRESENT STATUS OF PACIFICATION IN ICTZ. QUESTION AND ANSWERS EVOLVINC
FROM THE BRIEFING ARE AS FOLLOWSE

QUESTION: WHAT DO ARVN NEED TO HOLD ICTZ BELOW PRESENT LEVEL OF
Us/FuwtY FORCES?

ANSWERe THIS IS A FUNCTION OF ENVMY THREAT, BASED ON CURRENT
SITUATION ALL FORCES NOW IN ICTZ ARE NEEDED TO MAINTAIN PROGRESS. SHUL

AT RN

X

THE NVA FORCES WITHDRAW COWMPLETELY AND- NVA PERSONNEL ARE NOT USED
T0 FILL VC UNITS, THE RESIDUAL VC THREAT IS WITHIN THE CAPABILITY OF
ARVN FORCES.
QUESTION: WHY IS NG F REQUESTED OUER ARTILLERY?
ANSWERs THE LONG COASTLINE OF SVYN AND THE MANY LUCRATIVE
TARGETS LOCATED ALONG THE COASTLINE PRESENTS A UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE USE OF NGF., PUT ANOTHER WAY, NGF CAN GAIN
RAPID ACCESS TO ANY TARGET ALONG THE COAST, hHI'E ARTILLERY IN
MANY INSTANCES WOULD REQUIRE SLOWER DISPLACEMINT AND DRAW-DOWN
ON USE ELSEWMERE, SPECIFIC ADVANTAGES: INCLUDE NGF CAPABILITY \
TO DESTROY HEAVILY CONSTRUCTED FORTIFICATIONS; DIRECT FIRE
ACCURACYs AND CAPABILITY TO ASSUME A FAVORABLY GUN-TARGET LINE,
QUESTION: HOW EFFECTIVE WAS THE NEW JERSEY? -
ANSWERs VERY EFFECTIVE, THE HIGHLY DESTRUCTIVE CAPABILITY
OF 16" WAS EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE AND MUCH FEARED BY THE ENEMY.
ADDITIONALLY, ITS RANGE GAVE IT ACCESS TO AREAS OTHERWISE
INACCESSIBLE TO NGF. IN SUMMARY, NO OTHER WEAPON, AIR OR

ARTILLERY, CAN MATCH IT FOR_COMEINATLON OF ACCURACY AND
DESTRUCTION. CG IIT MAF ELABORATED ON NEED FOR BAIILESHIP T0

BE CONSTANTLY ON STATION AND SUGGESTED. THAT CONSIDERATION
SHOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO TRAINING REPLACEMENT GUN CREWS ORN
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- "PAGE TIREE RMMIAFA 5134 T 0P S E ¢ F & T EXCLUSIVE FOR MEEG
BATTLESHIP(S) .NOW IN MOTH BALLS AND: ROTATE ENTIRE SHIPS CREWS,

RELEIVING ONSTATION., UPKEEP COULD,BE PERFORMED IN WESTPAC,
(COMMENTs AS SECRETARY OF THE NAVY VISIT PROGRESSED IT APPEARED
THAT HE WAS FAVORABLY DISPOSED T0 THE REQUIREMENT FOR
BATTLESKIP AND RETURN OF THE NEW JERSEY.).

QUEST IONs HOW ABOUT THE SLF, WHAT DOES IT GIVE YOU?

ANSWER: YOU ARE HERE DURING A PERIOD WHEN ITS USEFULNESS
IS CLEARLY EVIDENT, CURRENTLY, THERE ARE SEVERAL WIDELY
SEPARATED HIGH THREAT AREAS IN I1CTZ. THE SLF IS PREPARED TO
RESPOND TO THE SITUATION BECAUSE OF ITS UNIQUE DOUBLE MORILETY
CAPABILITY -= BY SHIP UP AND DOWN THE. COAST &ND BY SURFACE
CRAFT AND HELICOPTERS INLAND, IT IS: OUR ONLY FORCE THAT THE
ENEMY DOESN®T HAVE A FIX ON AND HE HAS TO BE CONCERNED AS TO

| WHERE WE MAY CHOOSE TO USE 1T, FURTHERMORE, THE BLT OF THE

SLF, BEING DISENGAGED FROM COMBAT AND REFRESHED AFLOAT, IS
MUCH MORE EFFECTIVE INITIAL THAN A BATTLE-WEARY BATTALION
COMMITTED ASHORE. (COMMENT: THE SECRETARY®S INTEREST IN THE
SLF CONTINUED THROUGHOUT HIS VISIT AND HE APPEARS TO FAVOR THE
2 SLF CONCEPT.)

QUESTION: WHAT 1S THE SIZE OF AN AVERAGE EN:IMY BRATTALION?

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 5134 T O P S E C R E T.EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
ANSWERe AT FULL STRENGTH BETWEEN 422 AND 588 MEN, BUT
OVERAL% IN ICTZ, BATTALIONS AVERAGE ONLY ABOUT 68 PERCENT FULL
STRENCGTH. : :
QUEST IONs WHAT IS THE CALIBER OF THE ENEMY YOU ARE MEETING?
ANSWERs GOOD, THEY ARE ADEQUATELY EQUIPPED AND TRAINED.

'WE HAVE NOTICED IN THE PAST YEAR THEY SEEM TO BE A BIT YOUNGER.

IN GENERAL , THEY APPEAR TO BE WELL~-MOTIVATED MAVING HAD THREE
TO FOUR MONTHS OF TRAINING IN NORTH VIETNAM PRI TO DEPLOYMENT g
HOWEVER, YE HAVE CAPTURED PRISONERS WHO STATED THEY HAD NO
TRAININGs ON THE OTHER HAND, THE 29TN NVA. REGIUENT WHICH VE
RECENTLY GCONTACTED IN THE A SHAU VALLEY BORE EVIDENCE OF BEING
WELL-TRAINED, EVEN SEIZING THE INITIATIVE UPON OCCASION,

T nggTION: WHAT KIND OF PW'S ARE WE GETTING? ARE THEY HARD

0 GE '

ANSWERs IN GENERAL, PW*S ARE QUITE HARD TO GET BUT ARE
GENERALLY COOPERATIVE ONCE THEY HAVE COME INTO OUR HANDS. THEY
ARE STILL FAIRLY RESISTENT IN THE FIRST STAGES OF INTERROGATION
AS IT 1S APPARENT THAT THEIR POLITICAL OFFICERS ARE STILL
PREACHING TO THEM THAT THEY ARE WIMNNING, HOWEVER, THEY SOON
BREAK DOWN AS A GENERAL RULE AND BECOKE COOPERATIVE,

PAGE_L0F 7 PAGES
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA 5134 T O P S E C R E T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
QUESTIONs WHAT ABOUT THE VC? MOW STRONG ARE THEY?
ANSWER: WE FEEL THAT THEY HAVE SEEN SIGNIFICANTLY
WEAKENED BY THE FIGHTING OF THE PAST EIGHTEEN NONTHS. WE HAVE
NOTED THAT ABOUT 87 PER CENT OF THE PERSONNEL N ORGANIZED UNITS
ARE OF HNORTH VIETNAMESE ORIGIN. THIS IS A DIRECT REFLECTION
UPON THE DECLINING TROQP STRENGTH OF THE VC MAIN AND LOCAL FORCE
UNITS AND THE ENEMY®S INABILITY TO RECRUIT REPLACEMENTS FOR HIS
BATTLEFIELD LOSSES, - :
QUESTJONg BEFORE THE 1968 TET OFFENSIVE, WHAT PER CENT OF
THE ENEMY®S FORCES IN I CORPS WERE OF NVA ORIGIN?
ANSWERs OUR STATISTICS INDICATE THAT ABOUT 72 PER CENT
OF THE ENEMY®S STRENGTH IN I CORPS AT THAT TIME WERE NVA.
QUESTIONs ARE THERE ONLY MARINES IN CAPS?
ANSWER$ YESy EXCEPT FOR THE NAVY CORPSMEN,
QUEST IONs HOW COME THE ARIMY HASN®T. DEVELOPED A CAP PROGRAM?%
ANSWER: THEY ARE LOOKING INTO IT 6ND. STUDING IT VERY
CAREFULLY, - v
QUESTIONs DO YOU HAVE A DEMAND FOR MORE CAPS?
ANSWER: INDEED WE DO, THE PEOPLE LOVE TO HAVE A CAP IN
THEIR VILLAGE. j

»
-

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA 5134 T O P S E C R E T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
QUEST IONs ONCE CAP GOES INTO A VILLAGE, DO THEY STAY?
ANSWERs YES, UNTIL THE PF'S ARE SUFFICIENTLY TRAINED TO

HANDLE TME VILLAGE SECURITY BY THEMSELVES, MARINE ELEMENTS

OF 52 CAPS HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO NEW VILLAGES SINCE THE -

PROGRAM*S INCEPTION. :
QUEST JONs DOES CAP STILL HAVE A& HIGH EXTENSION RATE?

ANSWERS YES, BUT WE'RE BECOMING MORE SELECTIVE,

QUEST ION: WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY THE ELIHINATION OF THE VCI?
HOW ARE THE VCI ELIMINATED?

ANSWERs THEY ARE EITHER KILLED, TAKEN PRISONER, OR ACCEPTED
UNDER THE CHIEU HOI (RALLIER) PROGRAMN.

Bs FIRST MARINE DIVISION .

THE SECRETARY. OF THE NAVY WAS BRIEFED ON THE OVERALL
SITUATION IN FIRST MARDIV, OPERATION OF RECON TEANS AND SMALL
UNIT OPERATIONS OF FIRST BATTALION, SEVENTH MARINES. HE AWARDED
THREE SILVER STAR MEDALS TO MEMBERS OF FIRST B&TTALION, SEVENTH
MARINES, POSSIBLY REFLECTING HIS MARINE CORPS EXPERIENCE IN
KOREA, HE SEEMED MOST INTERESTED IN SMALL UNIT EQUIPMENT
PARTICULARLY ITEMS OF HARDWARE FOR USE BY INFANTRY THAT HAVE

- BECOME AVAILABLE SINCE KOREA. HE ALSO SHOWED INTEREST IN SOME

, 40(5)
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LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON SECTION TWO OF THREE
ASPECTS OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT SUCH AS REENLISTMENT BONUS AND
EXTENSION OF TOURS IN RVN,
C. FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND
. SECNAV CONDUCTED 4 WALK-THROUGH JOUR OF SHIPPING &
RECEIVING WAREHOUSE, PP&P FACILITY, AUTOMATED SERVICES CENTER,
CCP AND MAINF BN SHOPS, VISIT MADE IO THE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
WHERE SECRETARY INDICATED INTEREST. IN AND PREVIOUS XNOWLEDGE
OF THE PLAN FOR SPONSORSHIP BEING ASSUMED BY THE WORLD RELIEF
COMMISION,
Do FIRST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY HAD LUNCHEON WITH FVFTY OF THE
JUNIOR OFFICERS OF THE FIRST MAW. OVERALL, THE SECRETARY WAS
RELAXED, JOVIAL, EASY TO TALK TO AND APPARENTLY WAS PLEASED TO
BE WITH THE YOUNGER OFFICERS, BEFORE LUNCHEON HE WANDERED

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 5135 T O P S E CR E T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEC
ABOUT FREELY AND ENCOURAGED DISCUSSION. ON A WIDE RANGE OF
ITEMS CONCERNING AVIATION MATTERS., HE DISCUSSED COMBAT LOSSES
VS KILL RATIO AND MADE A REMARK THAT THIS WAS A WAR OF STATISTICS.
A GENERAL OVERVIEW AND SUMMARY OF THE QUESTIONS ASKED
BY THE SECRETARY AND ANSWERS PROVIDED 8Y THE JUNIOR OFFICERS
RESPONDING FOLLOUS:.
QUESTION: DO THE SECOND TOUR PILOTS BELIEVE VE ARE GAINING
IN THE WAR SINCE THEIR LAST TRIP?
ANSWERs BELIEVE YE WERE WINNING TME WAR THE I'IRST TRIP
Oul HERE BUT NOW MORE OR LESS WAR IN I A STABI!IZED STATE:
HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT LOSING, o
"~ QUESTION: WHAT DO SECOND TCUR HELO PILOTS THINK OF THEIR )
DAILY WORK? ' o
ANSVER¢ FUTILE SITUATION, TAKE ASSUALT TROOPS TO Lz DUMP
THEM OUT, GO BACK LATER TO PICK UP DEAD AND. WOUNDED. THEN
A FEW DAYS LATER RETURN TO THE SCENE, RETRACT THOSE WHO SURVIVE,
THEN REPEAT SAME CYCLE WEEKS OR MONTHS. LATER AT SAME PLACE.
QUESTION: HOW IS MARINE CORPS SUPPLY SYSTEM?
ANSWERs HAVE TO CANNIBALIZE TO XEEP FLYING. CHERE THE :
SECRETARY TOOK OUT HIS NOTEBOOK TO WRITE.) PARTS SUPPORT FOR

PAGE _4iF 9" PAGES

111 MAF 210074 COPY. / OF 3 COPIES TOP Sé[éégT
S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

DECLASSIFIED

N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N\
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
/




DECLASSIFIED

N

\\YVQQQOAAA&\X\\\Y&NVVVQQQOO&A&A&\\\\\\

‘OP SECRET ® ® ®

PAGE THREE RHMMAF A 5&35 TOPSEGCRET EXCLUSIVE FOR MCED

CH=46 1S # REAL PROBLEM. NOT ENOUGH AIRCRAFT TO MEET COMMITHMENTS,

ALL SQUADRONS HAVE THE SAME PROBLEW,- .

QUESTION: HOW IS R&R? WHERE DO MOSL OF THE AIR CREWS
G0 AND HOW ARE THEY PICKED?

ANSWERs MOST CREWS R&R ‘IN SIDNEY. OR HAUAEI. THEY ARE .
PICKED BY LENGTH OF TIME IN COUNTRY. THE GUY MITH THE LONGEST
TIVE IN COUNTRY GETS FIRST CHOICE.. -

QUESTION: DO MANY WIVES MEET HUSBANDS IN HAYAII AND HOW
MUCH DOES THIS COST?

ANSWER: MOST OF THE AIR CREWS MEET. THEIR WIVES IN HAVAII,
THE OVERALL €OST IS BETWEEN BZ2-1287 DOLLARS DIFENDING ON
INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS. ROUND TRIP AIR F&RE FROM WEST COAST IS
ABOUT 170,92 DOLLARS,

QUEST IONs WHAT IS AVERAGE LENGTH oF TOUR IN VN FOR MARINES?

ANSWERs THIRTEEN MONTHS,. ! 4

QUESTION: HOW OFTEN DO YOU FLY?

ANSWER: MOST CREWS FLY EVERY DAYs

QUESTIONs HOW DOES THE CLIMATE AFFECT AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS?

ANSWER: SAND CLOGS THE ENGINES, AFFECTS ROTORS AND OTHER
MOVING PARTS OF THE AIRCRAFT. (A REMARK WAS KADE ABOUT THE COST

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 5135 T O P S E c R E.T EXCLUSIVE FOR MNCEO
OF PARTS TO REPLACE EQUIPMENT.)

QUESTION: HOW MANY OFFICERS AND MEN EXTEND ?

ANSVER: NOT MANY OFFICERS BUT MANY: MEN DO. (HOUEVER, THERE
WAS ONE OFFICER IN THE GROUP WHO HAD 25 MONTHS SERVICE "N VN)
(OV-{0 A0, ISTLT.)

QUEST ION: DO A8 CREWS REALLY SEE TRUCKS AT NIGHI?

ANSWER: YES., CONFIRMED, BECAUSE. THE TA4F TAC (A) AIRCRAFT
OVERFLYS A€ ROUTES THE NEXT DAY AND FIND DESTROYED TRUCKS BY -
SIDE OF THE ROAD. ALSO, A6 AIRCRAFT ARE KNOCKING OFF MORE
TRUCKS NOW THAN DURING PREVIOUS MONTHS.

QUESTION: WHY ARE SO MANY YOUNGER. OFFICERS GETTING OUT oF.
THE MARINE CORPS?

ANSWER: MOST ARE GETTING OUT TO GO BAEK TO SCHOOL TO GET
LAY OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL DEGREES.- , .

POINTS BROUGHT UP IN CONVERSATION:

A. & COUPLE OF CH=46 PILOTS TURNED IN THEIR WINGS. .
THE SECRETARY ACTED SURPRISED ABOUT THIS BUT SAID NOTHING.

B8, THE PROBLEM OF OVERLOADING HELOS IN HOT WEATHER WAS
BRIEFLY MENTIONED., THE SECRETARY NMADE. NNO. RESPONSE .

Co SOME OFF ICERS PMADE COMP@RESONS BELFEEN MARINE
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA 5135 T OP S E GR E T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCED
LIVING CONDITIONS AND THOSE OF THE-AIR FORCE ACROSS THE FIELD.
THEY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE MARINE CORPS HAD BREEN HERE
SO LONG, STILL HAD POOR EQUIPMENT, PCOR FUEL PITS, POOR QUARTERS,
GENERALLY JUST POOR ACCOMMODATIONS. ONE OFFICER POINTED oyt
THIS WAS THE DIFFERENCE IN THE MARINE CORPS AS CONTRASTED WiTH THE
AIR FORCE. WE ARE READY TO MOVE, HAVE MOBILITY; BUT, THE AIR
FORCE COMES TO STAY AND DIGS IN.
THE SECRETARY ASKED THE CG FIRST mnw HOW. THE WAR WaS
GOINGy IS THE END IN SIGHT? THE CG RESPONDED THAT HE BELIEVED
THE VCI ARE LQSING GROUND DAY BY DAY AND IN THAT SENSE, TIME
IS ON OUR SIDE AND WE ARE MAKING HEADWAY..
DURING THE BRIEFING, THE SECRETARY &SKED THE AC/S, G=3
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
QUESTIONs WHAT IS CH=53 FLYING HOURS PROGRAM? WHAT IS
THE UTILIZATION RATE IF PARTS AND FUNDS?
ANSWERs 31 HOURS PER MONTH,.PER AIRCRAFT PER fIONTH. SPARE

- PARTS SITUATION WORSE NOW AND NO FIRM ANSWER IN SIGHT, FLYING

HOUR PROGRAM IS TOTALLY INADEQUATE, NOT ENOUGH TO SUPPORT AIRe
CRAFT. NORS RATE LAST QUARTER, LAST YEAR WAS 2€ PER CENTg THIS
YEAR, FIRST QUARTER 3§ PER CENT, ONLY SOLUTION IS 70 iNCREASE

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA 5135 T O P S E C R E T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
FUNDING FOR FLYING HOURS AND PROVIDE SPARE. PARTS REQUIRED; T0
CONDUCT COMBAT OPERATIONS.
1 QUEST IONz" HOW MUCH AIR SUPPORT IS PROV&DED BY THE AIR FGRCE
N ICTZ?
ANSWERg ‘VARIES BETWEEN 8 AND 18 PERCENT, MONTH OF QPRIL
12 PERCENT, FOR THE NAVY DURING APRIL 6. PER CENT, '

IN PARTING THE SECRETARY ASKED THME CG WHAT COULD .
WASHINGTON DO TO HELP MORE. THE CG ANSYERED THAT ALL EFFORTS
SHOULD BE MADE TO PROCURE PARTS SUPPORT PROVISIONING; THAT THE

BIGGEST HELP WOULD BE IN PARTS SUPPORT.
E. THIRD MARINE DIVISION
THE SECRETARY WAS BRIEFED ON FSB FULLER CONSISTING OF
TERRAIN ORIENTATION, THE DIVISION AQ, FRIENDLY FORCES, ENENMY
FORCES, CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS USE OF RECON ELEMENTS, CURRENT
OPERATIONS AND DIVISION GROUND SURVEILLANCE SYSTEWM.
AREAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST: ’
o ENEHY WEAPONS AND TACTICS I GENERAL.
B. TECHNIQUE OF ENEMY SAPPER ATTACKS ON FIRE
SUPPORT BASES.:
C. GOMBAT OPERATIONS AND RESULTS IN AREA OF AO JUST
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D. HOW FSBS AND LANDING ZONES ARE CONSTRUCTED.
E. OPERATION OF CAP 4/2/6 AT NMU LE, ,
PERTINENT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS° (TO COMMANDING

GENERAL THIRD MARDIW)

fe VHILE OBSERVING AN AIR STRIKE APPROXIMATELY
5 KILOMETERS WEST OF VCB HE ASKED HOW IT. WAS POSSIBLE TO BE
ATTACKING ENEMY TROOPS THIS CLOSE T:0. A LARGE INSTALLATION. HE
WAS TOLD THAT THIS WAS THE AREA WHERE: THEY HAD EMPLACED 122MM
ROCKETS AND FIRED ON VCB,

B, WHAT IS THE TYPICAL TYPE OF CONTACT 2¢ENENMY) &
TYPICAL TYPE OF CONTACT IS WHEN WE. MEET ONE OF THEIR CENEMNY) MAIN
FORCE UNITS COMING DOWN TO DO BATTLE. THEY MAVE TO PREPARE
THE BATTLEFIELD BEFORE THEY CAN FIGHT. THIS MEANS THEY MUST

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 5136 T 0 P S E CR E T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
PRE-STAGE THEIR SUPPLIES AND RECONNOITER PRIOR TO THE MAIN UNITS
COMING DOWN. WE TRY TO GET IN AND DISRUPT BEFORE THEY GET SET,.
QUESTIONS ASKED AT LUNCHEON WITH COMPANY GRADE OFFICERS:
QUESTION: WHAT IS THE FEELING OF THE MARINES IN
REFERENCE TO THE POTENTIAL PEACE SETTLEMENT?
ANSWER: WE CAN SEE NO INDICATORS FOR AN IMHEDIATE
SETTLEMENT,

QUESTIONs WHAT IS THE FEELING. 1IN REFERENCE TO THE

ARVN ~= ARE THEY READY?
ANSWER: THE ARUN COULD NDT ASSUME THE WISSION OF
DEFENDING SVN UITHOUT US ASSISTANCE.
. QUESTION: WHY DON*T WE CAPTURE MORE PRISONERS? (THE
SECRETARY NOTED THAT THERE HAVE BEEN VERY. FEW PiiS EVEN IN LARGE

CONTACTS,)

ANSWERs BECAUSE WE ARE FIGHTING HARD CORE, WELL
DISCIPLINED AND THOROUGHLY POLITICALLY. ORIENTED ENEMY, HE IS
PROFESSIONAL AND POLICES HIS BATTLEFIELD WELL,

QUESTIONs ARE WE WINNING?

ANSWER: WE ARE WINNING BATTLES. IN OTHER WORDS,
WHEN WE DO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE NVA., HE LOSES.
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 5136 T 0 PS ECR E T. EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
_QUESTION: IS THE DMZ A HAVEN? ‘ o
' ANSWERg YES, MOST OF QUR HEAVY CONTACT IS ALONG THE
PERIPHERY OF OUR DIVISION®S AO., THAT IS, ALONG BOTH THE
SOUTHERN TRACE OF THE DMZ AND THE LAOTIAN BORDER.

Fo WHILE VISITING NORTHERN I CORPS' TACTICAL ZONE, SECNAV
ASKED THE C& XXIV CORPS ABOUT THE DESIRABILITY OF COMMITTING
FORCES TO ENTER LAOS AND SHDMZ, LTGEN STILWELL REPLIED THAT
THE RESTRICTIONS LIMITED FRIENDLY MANEUVER INTO BOTH LAOS
AND SHDMZ. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE MELPFUL IF WE COULD
HAVE MORE FREEDOM TO MOVE INTO SHDMZ OR INTO LAOS IN ORDER
TO EXPLOIT A GIVEN SITUATION SUCH ‘AS THE ACTION AGAINST
THE 323TH NVA DIVISION OR IN DEWEY CANYON, BUT NOT JUST FOR
THE SAKE OF CONDUCTING PREPLANNED CROSS BOUMNDRY OPERATIONS
AS A MATTER OF COURSE., THIS REPLY WAS IN CONCONANCE WITH
THAT GIVEN BY GEN ABRAMS TO MR. ROGERS (SECSTATE) ON HIS
RECENT VISIT, v '

G, BEFORE AND AFTER DINNER AT GEN LAM'S ON 26 MAY 69,

THE SECRETARY ASKED SEVERAL GENERAL OFFICERS: WHAT CAN RE DONE
TO SOLVE THE WAR? WOULD A REDUCTION AN OUR FORCES CAUSE THE
ARVN FORCES TO TAKE OVER MORE RESPONSIBILITY AND QUICKER?

. PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA S136 T O P S E C:R;E.T'EXCLUSIVE FOR HCEO
- THE RESPONSE GENERALLY, WAS THAT IF.WE WANT TO SOLVE THE WAR

THAT WE MUST CONVINCE THE NVA THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO PULL
OUT, WE HAVE GIVEN UP CONSIDERABLE LEVERAGE BY OUR POLITICAL
ACTIONS IN RECENT MONTHS AND AS A RESULT THE WAR, IF CONDUCTED
UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS, COULD CONTINUE INDEFINITELY. IF WE
REDUCED OUR FORCES THE ARVN WOULD OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO TAKE OVER
MORE RESPONSIBILITY, PUT THEIR SUCCESS WOULD BE QUESTIONABLE
UNLESS THERE WAS A SIZEABLE REDUCTION. OF NVA FORCES == THAT
THE ARVN FORCES CANNOT PROSECUTE THE WAR. SUCCESSFULLY AS LONG AS
THE NVA REMAIN IN THESE NUMBERS, AFTER LEAVING GEN LANM'S
RESIDENCE, THE SECRETARY PRESSED ORM SIMPSON FURTHER ON THE
INDEFINITE CONTINUATION OF THE WAR. ORM REITERATED THAT AS LONG
AS THE PRESENT SITUATION CONTINUED, AS LONG AS THE NVA REMAIN,
AS LONG AS HE CHOOSES TO HIT AND RUN AND NOT STAND AND FIGHT,
AS LONG AS VE ARE CONSTRAINED TO OPERATE AIR GROUND AND NAVAL
FORCES WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF SOUTH VIETNAM, THAT THE ENENY
COULD CONTINUE INDEFINITELY., THE SECRETARY DID NOT WANT TO
HEAR THIS BUT HE ACCEPTED IT, : ' |
N, SUMMARY .
I THINK THE SECRETARY'S VISIT WAS VERY BENEFICIAL.
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HE SAW A LOT OF THE MARINE CORPS IN THE FIELD AND A LOT OF
NAVAL FORCES. HE APPEARED TO HAVE & MUCH BETTER GRASP ON HIS
DEPARTURE THAN HE HAD ON HIS ARRIVAL. WE EMPHASIZED TO HIM THE
REQUIREKENT FOR MORE HELICOPTER SPARE PARTS, MORE LIGNT

HEL ICOPTERS, MORE HELICOPTER LIFT CAPABILITY AND WE EXPRESSED
OUR DESIRE TO HAVE THE NEW JERSEY RETURNED AT THE EARLIEST,

A PRESS CONFERENCE WAS CONDUCTED AT PLANE SIDE JUST PRIOR

TO HIS DEPARTURE AT WHICH NOTHING SIGNIFICANT SURFACEDe. HE
EXPRESSED HIS THANKS UPON DEPARTURE FOR EVERYTHING THAT WAS
BEING DONE., I BELIEVE WE HAVE A FRIEND, ONE ADDED NOTE:

MR. BOWSHER SOAKED IT ALL UP AND REPRESENTS AN INCREASINGLY

POWERFUL ALLY IN THE FISCAL ARENA.
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NNHDENTIA’ ® @

PTTCZYUW RHMMAFA3803 IASQSSG-CCCC~°RUMLBPA RUMHLAA RUMLLIA RUMLMHA
RUMHVPA, ‘
ZNY CCCGC -

RUMLEPA =T~ 181ST ABN DIV

P 2509567 MAY 69

FM CG 111 MAF DNG RVN .

TO RUMLBPA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB RVN
RUMHLAA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG RVN
RUMLL IA/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL RVN
RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW DNG RVN

INFO RUMHVPA/CG. THIRD MARDIV DGH RVN
RUNLBPA/CG 181ST ABN DIV (AM) CEE RN

BT .

CONFIDENTTUI AL

PERSONAL FROM LTGEN NICKERSON TO LTGEN STILLYELL, MGEN SIMPSON,
MGEN GETTYS, MGEN QUILTER, INFO MGEN JONES AND KEEN WRIGHT,

HEL ICOPTER FLYING SAFETY (U)

1. ¢C) THE NUMBER OF OPERATIONAL HMELICOPTER ACCIDENTS WHICH
OCCUR- IS A MATTER OF SERIOUS CONCERN TO ME. COMBAT LOSSES WE

CAN ACCEPT, HOWEVER, WE CAN ILL AFFORD THE OPERATIONAL LOSSES OF
HEL ICOPTERS/CREWS AND THE RESULTANT REDUCTION OF OPERATIONAL
CAPABILITIES. FOR THE MOST PART, CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DUTY BY AIR
CREWS, MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL AND GROUND SUPPORT PERSONNEL WILL

N

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA38G63 C O NF I D E N T I A L
PREVENT OPERATJONAL MISHAPS.

AM VELL AWARE THAT ALL SERUICES HAVE YOUNG INEXPE e

2, (C) 1
‘ENCED PERSONNEL WHO ARE SUDDENLY THRUST INTO EXTREMELY RESPONSIBLE

SITUATIONS. WE MUST GIVE THESE PERSONNEL- THE VERY BEST COUNSEL.

AND SUPERVISION AT ALL ECHELONS. THE INEXPERIENCED MUST NOT BE ALLOWED
T0 BECOME R ZEALOUS AND TAKE UNNECESSARY RISKS, NGR MUST WE

ALLOV THE @XPERIENCED TO BECOME COMPLACENT,. -

3. (C) IN WDDITION, WVITH THE ONSET OF EXTREMELY HOT WEATHER

AND HIGH WINDS, PLANNED HELICOPTER OPERATIONS IN WESTERN 1 CORPS

ARE ADEQUATE IN SIZE AND FREE OF OBSTACLES AND FLIGHT HAZARDS .
HEL ICOPTER LOADS WILL NECESSARILY BE REDUCED.

4, IN THIS REGUARD, 1 WOULD ASK YOUR CAUTION ON THE NUMBER OF
TROOPS CARRIED PER HELICOPTER; IN A RECENT ACCIDENT, 72 RF'S

PLUS THE CREW WERE ABOARD ONE AIRCRAFT. THERE ARE TIMES WHEN
THE TACTICAL SITUATION DICTATES THE LOADING TO THE MAXIMUM WEIGHT
CARRYING CAPACITIES OF THE PARTICULAR AIRCRAFT. WHEN THIS :
SITUATION DOESN'T EXIST, THE LOAD SHOULD MORE REALISTICALLY
COMPARE TO THE RATED NUMBERS FOR WHICH EACH AIRCRAFT IS
CONFIGURED., I REQUEST YOUR ATTENTION IN THIS REGARD TO INSURE

£/ OF= PAGES
Ao

m,ﬂ
an

111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) coPY.
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA3803 ¢ O NF IDE NT AL °
THAT HELICOPTERS ARE NOT LOADED TO.IHE MAXIMUM WHEN PRUDENCE .

DICTQTES LESSER LOADS AND A HIGHER SAFETY FACTOR.
50 (C) 1 R%EU ST.EACH OF YOU STRESS. THESE MATTERS AND THAT
COMMAND AT IoN BE GIUEN TO ALL AS ECTS OF FLIGHT DISCIPLINE L

GP~4
BT
3303

PAGE L OF 2~PAGES
& s CONFlBENTlﬁL

DECLASSIFIED

\\\\\‘x\\&xx\\\\\\\\ssx\\\\\\\x\\mx\\\\\\t\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
R R R R R R e

S
™




DECLASSIFIED

i HEADQUASRTERS ' .
.1 QMARINE AMPHYBIOUS FOR ."‘

UNCLASSIFIED

TIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE FROM

DATE
X— ORIGINATOR
A—gchgwecoequNcs , CG |1l MAF 26 MAY 69

C—-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON SERIAL# /CONTROL DATE
i— INFORMAT ION

S—SIGNATURE 2614052 MAY 69  |copy# O?Jor @ COPIES RECD
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PITUZYUW RHMMAFA3S78 1481435«UUUU~=-RUMUFQD,
ZNR UUUUU

P 2614857 MAY €5 ZFF-)

F¥ CG III MAF DNG RVN R |

TO RUMUFQD/CG ONE NINE NINE LIGHT INF BDE, CAMP FRENZEL JONES

BT .

UNCLAS v

FOR BGEN BENNETT AND BGEN DAVISON FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

1, FOR BGEN DAVISON: ON THE OCCASIOWN OF YOUR DEFARTURE, ALL 111 MAF
JOINS ME IN EXTENDING HEARTFELT APPRECIATION FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO
THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN THE REPUSLIC OF VIETNAM, THE ACCOMPL ISHMENTS
OF YOUR BRIGADE IN COMBAT ARE WELL PUBLICIZED AMD YOU SHOULD BE
JUSTIFIABLY PROUD. GODSPEED AND GOOD LUCKX IN YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT,

2, FOR BSEN BENNETTs OUR HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR

ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND OF THE FAMED .I99TH'LIGHT INFANTRY ERIGADE. YOUR
PERFORMANCE ON THE III KAF TEAM AS MY DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR FLANS
WAS CHARACTERIZED THROUGHOUT BY PROFESSIONALISM OF THE HIGHEST ORDER.
YOU WILL BE SORELY MISSED. I KNOW TOO THAT YOU WILL SORELY NISS TKE
STRAINS OF OUR MARINE CORPS HYMN RESOUNDING EACH MORNING THROUGHCUT
THE FOUR CORNERS OF OUR HEADQUARTERS. WE AT I11 NAF EXTEND EVERY WISH
FOR CONTINUED SUCCESS AS YOU FIND = FIX = FIGHT ~- MOVE AND COMMUNICATE
WITH YOUR NEW COMMAND ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 3978 UNCLAS

Se FOR THE GALLANT OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE §99TH LIGHT
INFANTRY BRIGADE:s DURING THIS EXCHANGE OF YOUR COMMANDERS

1 TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND FROM YOUR COMRADESIN-ARMS
OF IIT MAF IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCES AND THE DM7 AREA QUR
WARMEST REGARDS AND BEST WISHES FOR. CONTINUED SUCCESS IN
THE BATTALE AGAINST OUR COMMON ENEMY. LIEUTENANT GENER AL
NICKERSON, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, COMMAND ING GENERAL ,
é%l MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE. . :
3970 :
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1Zaznv EEEEE:
v FM- GG, 11T MAF

24 -FOR MEENE
" AND.ALL -THE: BEST.'TO .YOU' IN. YOUR' NEW ASSIGNMENT: AT’ CARLISLE.
*," 3u :FOR:MGE N WETHERIEL : - CONGRATULATI ONS ON YOUR -NEW- ‘CONHAND. -
. VHILE NOT.NEW T0. OUR MACV-NATION-BUILDING TEAM, I. AN SURE -

T @ “I.
- N -

:ﬁ?iprrgzyuchHMMAFA51ﬂ3 1411348-EEEE-hRUMUJLB-_f

" P.271048Z: MAY. 69 ZFF-1 1;f.= e uj Afg?1"“"“*“ﬁ:'"

10, aumuJLa/conMAmﬁznlsa 1: caRPs
BT A

S UNOLASLE F T 0.0 e e
“. FOR 'MBEN ECKHARDT AND HEN- WETHERILL FROM-LTGE NICKERSON -
.+ le" SINCERELY.REGRET PREVIQUS ENGAGEMENT PRECLUDES ATTENDANCE
. AT YOUR. CHANGE OF ;COMMAND ON 1 JUNE. )~

KHARDT 3. MY, VARNEST PERSONAL REGARDSg GEORGE,

SUUYOUCWILL FIND. YOUR NEW ASSTGNMENT DIFFERENT, BUT EVERY BIT' AS
.- CRALLENGING, - INTERESTING =~ AND- == REVARDING. -LOOKING: FORWARD
. T0 SEEING YOI AT e NEKT cONFERENpE 1N SALGON SR
-5*§$R" Rseawas. S | ,
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c6 REMARK
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DCG AIR
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F 28ilwdl

Fii €6 L11 MAF
TO S$80 MacV
ZEM

UNCLAS E F T O FOR MGEN TOHHSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSOWN

SuBJs VISIT OF "R, SAMUEL F. PRYOR WITH CG IIl MAF

l. MRy PRYOR, WHO I5 AN EXECUTIVE OF PAN AMERICAN AIRVAYS
AND A US TREASURY AGEHT, BILL BE IN SAIGON JUNE BTH AND

STH EN ROUTE TO LAOS. :

Z2e MRy PRYOR IS A PERSOHAL FRlEhD OF MINE, AND DURING

HIS STAY 1H RVN, I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE HIWM COME TO ] CORPS
FOR A VIS1T, PREFERABLY UP O8 THE AFYERNOON OF THE BTHM

AKD RETURN ON THE 9TH, IN THIS CONNECTION, I

SOLICIT YOUR ASSISTASCE IN HAVING YOUR PROTOCOL OFFICER
OBTAIN CLEARANCE AWD ARRANGE TRANSPORTATION FOR HR, PRYOR®S
VISIT TO MY HEADQUARTERS, 1 WOULD BE MOST APPRECIATIVE OF
ANY ASSISTARCE THAT YOU COULD PROVIDE,

3+ PLEASE ADVISEt [ WILL HAVE MR, PRYOR CONTACT YOUR
PROTOCOL OFFICER UPON HIb ARRIUAL IN SAlGON. '

WAR® REGARDS,
132

NNKN

SRAdDCOvE Y
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
HEADQUARTERS
i1l MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND. VIETNAM
FPO. SAN FRANCISCO 98602

- »~

IN REPLY REFER TO:

38/ jtb
29 May 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DISTRIBUTION LIST

——

Subj: ™ Visit by ‘Argentine Observer Group
1. The purpose of the visit for the Argentine Observer Group is to

provide a general orientation on U.S. operations with suggested emphasis
for briefings (all unclassified)

=2t/0
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£o2-T0 RUHHFMAZCG: FMFPAC
;;ixgyo RUMHVPﬂ/cG THIRD MARDtU : "
' B ) . ., ..i
" 8E.C R 1~: T momau mam copps EYES om..\z
-, RELOCATION OF 18T ‘ANTRAC BN(U) A

" B. CG 1L VAF B417508Z.MAY 69

. CADRE . 5TATUS,. . " , o
2. CSECRET ‘NOFORN)- CHAR INE ORPS EYES ONLY) PRESENT:
.- LOCATION OF “1ST .AMTRAC: BUAT cUa VIET: UNSATISFACTORY.
i 'FOR. FOLLOWING REASONS3- o ¥,

\\\

7“'Prrszvuw RHMMAFnsszx EASﬂdlﬁwSSSSGSRUHHFMA PUMHUP@ t
ZNY. §SS§S.5: - _ -

~;2janxzﬂrzn AND:CUA- VIET 'LOCATION DOES NOT AFFORD READY.
[ HCCESS T0 :SUPPORTING. MAINTENANCE AD. SUPPLY. ORGANI=
i1, ZATIONs “1.Es 5’ FLSG-BRAVO AT,DONG HA/QUANG TFTa.

‘?,AﬁzeﬁggFAcihxtzﬁs:fﬁssamiyYﬁsccBPKEW ARE URCENTLY ‘RE~

uw_s.¢cs£casr NOFORNL; ux:
. COME -THESE DEF1CIENCIES,:

- AMINED “AVAILABLE ALTERNATIVES AND DETERMINED THAT.
+: THE:‘MOST’ACCEPTABLE ~AVAILABLE.C

~10 RELOCATE THE."1ST- AMTRAC BN.TO THE RED. BEACH. AREA
o OF THE! DANANG TAOR."THIS "RELOCAT ION WILL. cowmzmc
-::cerAxN IMPLICATIONS - IN THIS:SOLUTION.. THESE ARE

ﬁuas CONSTRUCTED -APPROXIMATES  ONE - HUNDRED=FORTY -
£ THOUSAND. DOLLARS - ($140,80@3, WE ARE ATTEMPTING
... TO. SCAL

. CONSTRUCT & -PROPER’ FAGILITY.:

JS“FDR ROCKET: SAPPERTAND G OUND ATTACKS IN THE REB
oy (SECRET NOFORN) (MARINE,CORP EYES ONLY) THE
.. IDEAL SOLUT-ION WOULD BE: TO.:MONE - THE- CADRED .I1ST
u.AMTRac BN TO - OXINAWA, - SUCH. A; MOVE WOULD': S

755555577, SECRET/NOE

////////////// SECREWOFDRN,//%W

)
‘;//’

P-2904.102.; AT 6 9
FM 6 111 MAF.

ta:.(C). REFERENCE ‘A’ REPORTED*%ST Amtaac BN IN Ai

A¢: CADRE ‘JH1SSION: 18 Eh n;NﬁNCE AND SUPPLY-

Be: UNITHAS. NO -IMMEDYATE COMBAT. CAPABIL ITY AND'
»comaar MISSIONS.

CoRE tYES ONLY) TO! OVER~
THIS 'HEADRUARTERS .HAS® E¥e

JCOURSE OF ACTION: 'Is:

1969 “THERE ARE 5 HOWEVER

15 JUNE:.

‘A -COST 'OF "REQUIRED" FACILITIES WHICH MUST -

THIS: COST DOWN BUT: THIS 15 THE .COST TO-

- Be: INCREASED DENSITY.OF. de#iTABLE CARGETS.

A,tﬁzwo%nrﬁnoﬂ_wwscouvrﬁ

PAGE_Z_OFLPAGES P
ORN 50, soes 7
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. PAGE THREE RHMPAFASSIL 5 EL¢ HE'T NOFORN mMego T
f»,conrgignrzs NO: COMBAT ‘CAPABILITY. T0 - | 1y;§a¥,g

. CTILMAFe . L

S R CREDYCE - THE LOAD 0N%IN~CQUNTRY WAINTEN&NCE
aﬁfAND ‘SUPPLY. FACILITIES. = - 1"

L g, FACILTTATE. ATTAIMIENT OF A sarxsracroﬂv
xi.nnzmrﬁﬂaucs AND SUFPLY POSTURE., . - . +;;_'
. D ELIMINATE: THE. NEED. FOR: AnozronaL com-‘~a f.gf~:»
,.smucrmu.

U R I ADD I ION, 1T IS BEL!EVED THAT SHOULD". :
' THERE'BE “AN:IMMEDIATE: REQUIREMENT TO RETURN THIS :
.. UNIT..TQ -A COMBAT: READY STATUS FOR IN=COUNTRY usz,‘
.7 THE ADVANTAGES WHICH. WOULD: ACCRUE FRON, THE GKINAWA: - <"
- LOCATTON WOULD .HORE THAN OFR~SET. THE ADDIT IONAL - :T o
- TIVE ‘THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED TO REDEPLOY.'THE xsr
. AMTRAC BN, INTO COUNTRY. = i

S -5, (SECRET: NOFORN)..CHUARINE CORP EYES ONLY) N
. VIEW OF: THE ' ABOVE, RECOMMEND THAT SUCH ACTION Rt
“/ REPRESENTATION. AS.:NECESSARY.:SE INITIATED. EARLIEST Y
.+ TO. PROVIDE: QR.THE REDEPLOYHENT OF THE . ‘1ST. AUTRA

L OKENAAY <
. 64 (BECRET" NOFORN) v MARINE CORP_EYES: om.v) T
:ggizs suﬂTHER RE@UESIED THAT LF DECISION BE FRG&IDED

IS5 SEREUNORORN. 23,,5,3, 555
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C‘NHDENTIAL . ® ® NP
2 0 2908242 MAY‘GS . ;;f,g  ,‘ R P A A RTINS
o FMCEITT MAF | RTINS - :
fﬁ{iTg RUMHLAA/CG FIRST MARDIV L

Sk o E CON IR |
L FOLLOUING MESSAGE READRESSEB@EORW

. GDOTE cue. saiuz mv‘"ss
Sl .OME. ‘

©TO RUYHSYA/CG" FHFPAC
-t,;égro RUYPSYD/GG I MAF

S CONFIDEN TTAL SPECA, ExcLusruE FOR. LT“EN BUSE AND LTGEN
;,«;N}cxsnsun FROM.LTGEN. WALT .SECTION ONE, OF TWO ssﬂrrous -
. SUBJs ALLEGATIONS ‘OF RACIAL DISCRININATELON N
‘. +Ye OFFICES:OF BALTIMORE AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPER CHA!N'RECENTLY.

-* RECEIVED A"LETTER SIGNED BY .15 MEMBERS OF 3D sn, 'IST MARINES, .

- TEXT-OF. LETTER-FOLLOWS ¢ QUOTE"

| “-fv»v"wz THE -BLACK MAN, “* . ¥
Gl ME-THE BLACK MAN. IN. VIET NAM BBAR wxrnsss TO THE Lo
. EXISTENCE .0F- RACIAL PREJUDICE IN VIET NAM. THE CONTENIS OF;wgg‘
“- THIS LETTER \DESCRIBES THE.SITUATI ON EXISTING. IN32) BN.a E*’ﬁ-*
Lo WHO-SIGN: HOLD EVIDENCE AS TO IT*S VALIDITY. WE BASE IT.
- CUPON OUR QW OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIENCES. VE- D0 SO IN
. HOPE. - ATIONS AMDNG MEN AND FREEDO

pee

. PAGE rwo RUEBHOA4I21 C.O N F I D E N-q T A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE roa LTGEN
-+ BUSE AND LTGEN Nrcxxnsou FRGM LTGEN WALT _

’ IN VIET NaMg S
S "WE 3 THE AMERchN BLACK MEN SERVING IN VIET NAM, ADDRES“’
~csrﬂzs LETTER'TO THE PEOPLE QF -AMER [CA. WE URGE. AcxﬂowLEnsEME
et ceanNTs -0 -TTER*NDI ONLy FOR OUR owﬁ; VKES"!

: OR AMERICAS. , . PR
A DUR" FUTURE rnz 'BLACK 5. 15 PREDESTINEH BUI.AMERIGA'
- FUTURE  STILL: ‘L1ES ‘IN. THE ‘RANDS OF ITS. PEQPLE. WE SPEAK NOT.
< TOAMERFCA “AS "A  WHOLE BUT- TO 'EACH AMERICAN AS AN TN IVIDUA
.~ AMERICA* - SELR-DESTRUCTION BROWS NEAR: :DUE-TO. FAULTS 'OF 115
“OWN INHABITANTS, WE ASK 'EACH "AMERICAN INDIVIDUAL T0: CAST H15
= OWN EYES -UPON' HIMSELF, 0D EVALUATE HIS OWN PERSON BEFORE
. CONSIDERING BUR LETTER, WE SEE NO FAVORS OR GRAJITUDE BUT
i ONLY TO: SEE JUSTICE IN.ITS TRUE NATURE. - - »
nnk "REALIZE AMERTCA -1S° ALREADY FAMILIAR WITH HE PROBLE
"E QONFRON"}' ﬂ“

GHER-WITRy BUT STILL WE FIND 1T NESSGRY 10 BRING
. AYARENESS :TO T XISTENCE GNCE MORE “THE PROBLEM IS RACIAL ,
. PRRUDICE,. : o
B 'IWE::.SﬁME FACIN. PREJUDICE THAT HAS BEEN PHEVALENT IN AMERI‘CA

" SINCE BIRTH; YET AFIER OVER 300 YEARS IT 1¢ STILL ‘PRESENTS ‘IN.
- (VIET NAM, RACIAL PREJUDICE EXISTS ONLY IN THE MINES.OF THE - .
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"PAGE .THREE RUEBHOA4121 C OQ'NF.IDENT I AL spacar axansxvg FOR
LTGEN"BUSE-'AND LTGEN NICKERSON FRON. LTGEN WALT
AMERICAN. PEOPLE, . IT 1S AN INTANGIBLE EVIL THAT “unxs INSIDE
- OF - MANS: BR (IN CAUSING ‘HIM TO. ntscaluiuurt AND REBEL: AaArnsr HIS
Lo OMNLKIND S WES FIND. IT, PRESENCE IS NOT ONLY IN QUR OWN :
;w.BArraLtou~sur "IN ALL OF SOUTH vxsr NAM. WE FIND OURSELVES - o
. FREQUENTLY CONFRONTED ‘VITH PREJUDICE KERE IN 3RD -EN. 1ST mnm«.s.
s = aANY OPPOSITION WE OFFER IN DEFEMSE SERVES ONLY AS A
_CATALYST .CAUSING IT TO BECOME MORE AGGRESSIVE: DUE -TO ITS. NATURE,
. IT-CAN: ONLY BE :MORE DESTROYED BX 11S MAXER, THE WHITE MAN: JTS.
..~ APPROACH IS THAT OF THE (BEAST), THE CORRUPTED AMERICAN WRITE -
" MAN,- AND WE THE BLACK MAN ARE 17°S CONTEMDERS. 3EFORE TKE BLAcu
©'MAN-CAN BE RCOGNIZED AS AN AMERICAN THE ELININATION OF TKIS. -
.. PRODUCT WUST TAKE PLACE, WE LEAVE THE SQLUTION 10 YOU, THE.
. AMER1ICAN INDIVIDUAL, BUT WILL REMAIN RESTLESS: UNTIL SOME RESULTS
+. ARE -SHOMN:TOWARD THIS SOLUTION, =
L "RACTAL PREJUDICE EXISTING IN SRDuBN ST MARINES IS WELL
.. PROTECTED BY THE BEASTS.. TO A MAN WHO HAS NEVER -BEEN suaaacrso _
. 70 PREJUDIDENESS TO HIM' 11 1 ﬁsaocxxus AT uuxx HE WITNESSES
~;,.w;rn QUR- BATTALION, = .-
i 2% PR CAUSE . ISNT 10 Aceuss one JUSTIFY wuyons's ACTIGNS sur
”ﬁyTU BRING Aunﬂvuzss ro rnzxn ACTIONS. uz no THIS- w HOPE THAT

"”Pnez roun Russuunatanfc&o N F 1 SENT 1 A L srscar EXCLUSIVE roa,

. LTGEN ‘BUSE AND LTGEN NICKERSON FROM LTGEN WALT .. ,

Lo MEASURES waL az TAKEN TO SHEDUE THIS PBOBLEM AND PREUENT IIS

e DeE 10, RAcIAL PREJUQICE HERE, IN VIET NAM THE aanx MAN 1s

:;;atxns suaJECTED TO UNNECESSARY" DIS%:RLIN&RY ACTIONS: TAKEN BY IHE

- BEASTSe WE-FIND GURSELVES STEADILY ABUSED AND: HARASSED: BY: rmz

i BEASTS«: OUR: LIVES ARE PLAYED: WITH AS IF WE WERE. annas OR

© . TOYS ¢ INSTEAD 'OF HUMANS. AS A RESULT OF THESE RIDICULOUS AlD

*g;,ournnsaous ACTS ‘PERFORMED BY THE BEASTS MANY BLACKMEN ARE SERVING

. OVERTIME IN'VIETNAM. DURING THIS TIME THEY ARE RETURNED TO. -~ -

V. 'CONFRONT WITH-THE ENEMY WHEN THEY SHOULD BE BACK IN AMERICA, ruosc

. WHQAREN'T PHYSICALLY:OR: MENTALLY PIT ARE ALSO SENT OUT TQ - - . . -

‘g,cnumnoum WITH THE ENEWY. THQSE:WHO 'ARE. ACGEPTED .AS UNFIT- FOR

,ag;conat “REMAIN -IN THE REAR ONLY FOR WARASSEMENT AND . TO.BE

- SUBJECTED “TO . UNNECESSARY DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS. IN ANY EUENT OF R

= 'caznts ‘COMMITTED "IN OUR BATTALION THE BLACK MAN IS FIRST LODKED ‘jr_'

o UPON- KSR TRIMINAL, HE, 1S:GHILTY BEFORE THE CRIME.MAS. assu ‘ E

0 COMMITTED, ME SEEMS T0 BE A STEADY LAWBREAKER EUY DOESN' S -
srunn a FAIR CHANCE TO PROVE HIS INNOCENCE.. ';[‘gg’fj5-v:“

- BLACK MEN ARE UNDER:THE WHITE mgu's LAY IN VIET Nnm.1<_~;g?gv;* -

:;-:ws szz nm uuxrz MANS: LAVA AS LAUS WE. iaD w0 croxcz IN.MAKING T
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.7/ PAGE{FIVE RUEBHOAA121.C O R°F I D E R T I A.L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
;,mmwawsmnuuumnmmummmewnr5:

" CONTRARY.10- THIS VE LIVE BY THEM A5 WELL OR IF NOT BETTER THAN

' HE DOES HIMSELF. WE SEE MIS LAWS BEMNG ENFORCE) AT DIFFERENT -
" TIMES ON CERTAIN PEOPLE, HE:-USES US AS’ HIS PERSONAL TARGETS.
<. WE FIND HIS LAWS ARE TO FLEXIBLE THAT THEIR TRUE MEANING IS.
. NEVER EMPMASIZED ‘BUT STRIPPED AWAY. WE SEE HIM USING.THESE
7 LAWS: TO HIS:OVWN- ADVANTAGE WE FIND ONLW ONE INTERPRETATION.
. DF RIGHT=BUT THE: BEASTS ‘HAVE MANY INTERPRETATIONS: OF RIGHI...
THEIR LAWS. CAN BE CHANGED AND ADDITIONS RENDERED: AT ANY TIME.
. THEIR 'LANS SEEM TD BE. AN ESCAPE ROUTE. FOR ALL THE WRONG TREY
ivuan WE ENFORCE #1S LANS, RIGHT ‘1S STILL. SACRIFICED" FOR -
. 'WROMG: "OR A COMPROMISE IS WASE BETWEEN. THE-TNO. BUT NEVER. s

- RIGWE, RIGHT .OR WRONG WRONG, THE LAWS ARE A FRONT THEHEFOHE
;o 50 ARE. CHIS L TFE AND'HYS aELIth. HOV, CAN JUSTICE . PREVAIL

N ATMOSPHERE nr~ra£rzﬁc£z

e R By BATTALION: WE HAVE A WATON ACTION cnnnzrrzt HHDSE
"RESPONSIBILITY 16 T0.BRING FORTH COMPLAINTS AND. PROBLENS"
" CONCERNING RACIAL - PREJUDIGEL “THE COMHITTEE 1S COMPOSED OF. s
g,~rsuack KAN:FRON EACH COMPANY WITHIN THE BATTALION. HE CONFRUNTS
. THE-EXECOTEVE - PROBLEMS -AND' THEY ARE' DISCUSSED, AS FOR A o
.a.»SOLMrleuﬂ:a Iutsa PROBLMS wnissa THAT MORE asrsmrzon I8
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TnRNLNTﬁh W "DOKE A1 THE NATUF :

_ALY BELIEVE r%nu ol ﬁCTéON
s 8 Rs?pb;arrqs awanu THE .

T ‘Y SURQYJ WURTFEP ﬁuﬁ¥<rﬁﬂd
0. JCAN’E Bﬁ QMCRICAN SOLDIERS DR TROOPERS WHE N1

L AREN'T RECOGNIZFD ‘4 MEN, 'WE CAN NO LONGER SACR! FICa DURY
- LIVES FOR A COUNTRY THAT DOESW'T STAND. FOR WHAT -1T. REPRESENTS
7 WE L CAN'T FIGHT ANY LONG&R FOR AN . INDEPENDENCE THAT WE- DOW‘I HAVE.

_;OURSELUESo WE -CAN:; NO LﬁNuER GBEY LAWS TF&T QRF IHQN?‘ Lays. HAT:

BB CHE FAPREZED” | é?ﬁ?ifa
\ ”‘Qqu

ONE OTHER ALTERNATI?E uﬂzén WOULD: ONLY 'ADD. TD e PRGRY R
SYOVEVER IF NOT SOLUTION 1S BROUGKT FORTH 5008 VE BLACK MED [ -
L o LONGER CONFRONT AMERICA ULTH 1T°S PROBL‘H BUT WILL'SEER

[ L
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