
 DECLASSIFIED 

13. CG III MAF010140Z _ (C) 'Cf#.-f 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON /' 
MISSING GERMAN PERSONNEL -- FIVE MISSING: NOT TWO (EVENTS) 

14. ce; !!I It" 616!!!HHI ~r' (@) 
peR jl\i8ik\UQ iliil9U bUCKEPSoN 

• f'fmlf ':PS Uls:l{]3 VHH'fwti DlKPQU lil nu ¥ IE XW; CONCUR> 

!'S. es III l~'t' tHe .. ~e!l _Z89 (C) 
iiQR P~A S ED9U bUCKED CRIll ) 

d1TSTT TO TASK EORCE ArpHA 

16. 

17. 

18. 

20. 

21 

22. 

CG III MAF 031426Z MAY69 (JLL 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 
VIETNAMESE MARINES -"COMUS CAN IT 

CG III 1):1AF 040724Z.:/iJi.69 (C) MCEO 
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS 

SPT AT THIS TIME" 

CG III MAP 060526z MAY 69 (s) EXCLUSIVE Cjp-1-
roR STlnTELL FROH NIC_ON t/" 

J 

ENEMY SITUATION ]}I I CORPS - 10-25 MAY HIGH THREAT - DEIAY ElfrRY 3D 11A.'IDIV 
UNITS nITO APACHE SNO'il UNTIL AFl'ER 25 MAY 

CG III l'IAF 060528Z II.m.Y69 (s) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE jI'-~ 
IDR AmAMS :mOM NICImRSON 
.APPEARS THAT m.'O!:MI HIm: THREAT P]RIOD IS 10-25 HAY - PRECAllTIOUARY:MEASURES 

CG III Ml\F 060553Z MAY69 (0) CfJ,-4 
OOR AmAHS ]RO}! NICKERSON {If! 
HERE'S YOUR ITlNERARY OOR TOl-TORROH'S VISIT TO IOTZ CHQ III IID') ON 7 MAY 

CG III IW' 061010Z M1\Y69 (c) -~:Jf-::'~ 
FOR 'ID',INSEND JiROl-l NICK'RSON 
LtJlvmm nmUSTRY IN NICTZ - SENT ABE A mr> - HILL TALK TO lITH TOIDRROU .~rolJT IT 

CG III HAF 061430Z MAY69 (C) ~-1 
FUR :SUSE JiROM NICKERSON 
POSSIBIE GAS ATrACK ON M/3/4 ON 4 HAY: "YOU ASKED A:BOllT IT ON PHONE THIS AMII 

CG III MAF 0712)5Z MAY69 (s) ~ -,-IIfs!..s4J"; 

FOR SIHPSON, QUIIlI'ER. & GErTYS VFRotI :NICID!RSON 
REil.DDRESSE8 III l-~(J' 060526z HAY6a i - ENEHY SITUil.TIQl\: nr I COOPS 

8e III li\:P Q88Q~:S1ii lffJp'9 (Ii!) i\iQllQ:r.tJiillX Jiilill1lQ OIfI1l i'Q? A22DPBSSW 
.8ii: 8fI§~Hs Ht8H NTijliitiiU 

'SEl'f!!!!5 l!' lft1!8 8Mi'{ i'iiiiiit II 

25. CG III KfUi1 090123Z MAY69 (8) EXCIDSIVE It-f 
FOR STIUTELL mar-I NICKERSON 
REF YR 071700Z J.1AY69 - APPROVED 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

MAY6913. CG III MAF 010140Z (C)
govtFOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON

FIVE MISSING: NOT TWO (EVENTS)MISSING GERMAN PERSONNEL

MAYEA
14. TTT MAF 0102502 (C)

FOR ABRAMS BROM NICKERSON
PLAN TO MAKE VIGIT TO NKP ON 13 CONCUP

15. MAN 0204302 (C)
FOR DVAS FROM
VISIT TO TASK FORCE ALDUA MAV

16. CG III MAF 031426Z MAY69 (U)
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
VIETNAMESE MARINES "COMUS CAN'T SPT AT THIS TIME"

MAY17. CG III MAF 040724Z 69 (C) MCEO
EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS

CG III MAF 060526Z MAY 69 (s) EXCLUSIVE
gp-4

18.

FOR STIDWELL FROM NICKERSON
ENEMY SITUATION IN I CORPS - 10-25 MAY HIGH THREAT - DELAY ENTRY 3D MARDIV
UNITS INTO APACHE SNOW UNTIL AFTER 25 MAY

go-4CG III MAF 060528Z MAY69 (s) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE19.
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
APPEARS THAT XXXXXX HIGH THREAT PERIOD IS 10-25 MAY - PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES

CG III MAF 0605532 MAY69 (c)20.
gp-4FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON

HERE'S YOUR ITINERARY FOR TOMORROW'S VISIT TO ICTZ (HQ III MAF) ON 7 MAY

CG III MAF 061010Z MAY69 (c) gp-4
21

FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICK RSON
LUMBER INDUSTRY IN NICTZ - SENT ABE A MEMO - WILL TALK TO HTM TOMORROW ABOUT IT

CG III MAF 061430Z MAY69 (c) group-
22.

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
POSSIBLE GAS ATTACK ON M/3/4 ON 4 MAY: "YOU ASKED ABOUT IT ON PHONE THIS AM"

CG III MAF 071205Z MAY69 (s) group -not shown23.
FOR SIMPSON, QUILTER & GETTYS FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSES III MAC 060526Z MAY69 - ENEMY SITUATION IN I CORPS

de III MAP 0000453 MAY6 (c) ADCOUNTITY ONTYe4
Ten STIE/DIL

IN ONLY

gp-4
CG III MAF 0901232 MAY69 (s) EXCLUSIVE25.

FOR STILWELL FROM NICKERSON
REF YR 071700Z MAY69 - APPROVED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
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l..ee:MtY l-eft!!: Mti!8eYftlt tR8PP!!IB JiBI iHt lizS¥ ~ JiJ!l8W ii j8!ii1i'iiiil 89 Hi It!.:P'il'' 

29. 99 III ~1;9;F 1iQ11gZ rA.':>fifil (u) 
feR WI L!5Qtl I PJFQ [;t~ ~K~ F12001 POOl rkY 

29: CG III MAF 14100lZ MA.Y69 (s) EYES OJJLY ~. If 
R>R TOWNSEND J.iR0I.f DOO LEY I' 
INVESTIGATION OF THE: PHUOC HI HAMmI! INCIDENT OF 15 AlRIL INWLVING ROKS 

;0. OG nI MAl' 143.2300 MlY69 (0) ,"" Cfp_~ .. 
:FUR STnWELL FROM NICKEROON "!I"" . " 

~". 

36. 

;8; 

VIS]!!! OF smJ STATE " ABOUT BIUEFnIGS, KEEP TO MlNDmM & STICK TO FACTS" 

CQ Tn WE ' pOfa?; MAY6$) <W 
~ NltTS_ FROM NIQKERSON ~ 

qQIJJiJiililjQ UiiQlT Qi' ¥iIiIi' ¥"'1JIl£ llilO lClII? Rum 'lIP irian ocot OVliCP Kwm F UIllRD[ 

CG III MAP 151400Z MA.Y69 (s) 1t-1-
R:B 1X>WNSEND FBOM NICKERSON 

J 

I REAFFIRM THE REQU1R~ :roR ADD'MONAL JRlGADE IN IC~ 

CG nI MAl' 160655Z MtY69 (8) BVNCO 'jt-1-
:IroR BOSE JlROM NIC'ICmSON 
PASSES II]: MAF 12l400Z MA.y69 TO BUSE (IiEAFFlRM RE~ FOR ADDITIONAL :BRIGADE) 

iXlB 9Z'3V,rW I 0ia0l1 5igjiiiij91l ,j 

111 Btl II8il iilf 18... iiUiilili'ia iIiJliiI Ai UlABiIli 
.... 

CG III MIF 161;42Z MAY69 (s) HVNOO %-f 
:ml :BOSE FROM NICKERSON I' 
READlRESSES COMtJSMAOV'S 161015Z MAY69 

CG IIr MA.F 1616;oz MAY69 (s) EXcmSlVE IDEO ?7 - 4-
.:ron 13USE FROM NICKERSON 
READDRESSES CG III MAFtS 15l4OOZ MAY 69 & OOMUSMACV'S 161015Z MA.Y69 

~:a RQiiQl' iiiQiI1 lIlCmsm! , 
eelf8QA:!8 elf ¥ell! ~lRi1.i 9i. 

39. CG III MAF 170958Z MAY69 (s) ~-~ 
Em AlRAMS ]ROM NICKERSON ti' 
CASUAIJ.rlES· -- SITO'ATI()~Il!iJ~ W lIIMAF :sEL'.rm 'fRAN lR 150823Z POR'l'RA'VC:< 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

26. #6 ### MAD 1005166 KATGO
POT Imount TXICON FROM IMAINT

on AS REO BY CMRCASHELLCASIAonco

ee TTT MAP 1015403 (e)
can SMITHEIT FROM
Lugennr YOUR HOLICOPTER BROPPED

+++ MAF 1301437 MAY60 (U)20. 00
FOR WILCON INCO DRAKE FROM DOOLEY
TYINERARY FOR MAUGEN DRAKE

29. CG III MAF 141001Z MAY69 (s) EYES ONLY
gp.4FOR TOWNSEND FROM DOOLEY

INVESTIGATION OF THE PHUOC MY HAMLET INCIDENT OF 15 APRIL INVOLVING ROKS

CG III MAF 141230Z MAY69 (c)30.
gp-FOR STILWELL FROM NICKERSON

VISIT OF SEC STATE " ABOUT BRIEFINGS, KEEP TO MINIMUM & STICK TO FACTS"

se III MAR 1505227 MAY60 (II)31.
FOR MOLALSTAND FROM R TCKER SON

LIATIN VD PROLOCOLor VTD VTSTMS mo TOMZ

go ITT MATE 150002Z MAY60 (II)32.
FOR MAT BOULTOON FROM TRANDUTTI

MAJGIN

CG III MAF 151400Z MAY69 (s) gp-t33.
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
I REAFFIRM THE REQUIREMENT FOR ADDITIONAL BRIGADE IN ICTZ

CG III MAF 160655Z MAY69 (s) HVNCO
gp-4

34.
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
PASSES III MAF 121400Z MAY69 TO BUSE (REAFFIRM REQMT FOR ADDITIONAL BRIGADE)

()35. MAY69ea III MAP 10000
FOR SMITHELL FROM
IR RBQ FOR LV APPROVED

36. III MRF 161342Z MAY69 (s) HVNCO
gp-t

CG
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSES COMUSMACV'S 161015Z MAY69

group-4
CG III MAF 161630Z MAY69 (s) EXCLUSIVE MCEO37.

FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSES CG III MAF'S 151400Z MAY 69 & COMUSMACV'S 161015Z MAY69

00 TTI MAT 1700303 MAY69 (v)38.
FOR ROSSON FROM
CONCRATS ON YOUR roum OTHAR

CG III MAF 1709582 MAY69 (s)39.
go-3FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON

CASUALTIES - SITUATION HERE IN III MAF BEITTER THAN YR 1508232 PORTRAVE

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
40. CG III MAF lSl410Z. MA.Y69 (]l 

roR nosE FROM NICKFRSON 
UPDATE ON FREEDOM HILL, R&R rmANsmtT CENTER SITUATION 

11 gttl R. JaIl ~51ii!i 1~9 (C) 
PER lTJiQ¥!iIiiiI:i8W iAQiL llHllClaIi 

1;V )1st ¥ 9QJIIiI 'i'Q WYUT:QID W IEF Q)T BED 2' WX 

4ih Ottl III ]lOW 2;J049°Z l!I!oytjp '0) 

won rl 

C UUWY FA S NO TABIA 

44. CG III MAF 220008Z MAY69 (S) MCEO 0Je;-.3 
SuBV ERSIVE ACTIVlTIES REPORT If 

4~ 8S III lf1tP fE!e15eii li\¥4i9 (v) 
iI8R UIlB81T wen i88iiN 

.gaT 9Qi1i8'g aGliiRI'i'IQR (10IAilq .... 

.. " 981ft UltP i!t!i@S8S lW~ (If) 
ii8R HJilSi8* YiiBH :88EHs!f1 

• SilT OUili;t'¥' Ii' 9Q11iRIliiiII -
47. OG In lifAF 2203COZ, MA.Y69 (0) EYES ONLY 11'-"; 

FOR GmTYS :rnO}! DOO LEY 
PASSES MfiCV' S 221036Z-- GEN A13RAl-IS VISIT I CORPS 25 MAY 

"4i CO IiIiI )[oR QJQQ5'" lIP ¥'9 (u) 
i'ili ~,IlaIi1Q1T i&ga~ iJ2QQXW 

4~ CG TIT IUP 2,lqQQg 1"-1'9 (u) 
P8lt 7:1IM 8If Mt8Jl i88IsW l' 

EHIH 8!'!R!18¥' 8 88 MJJ iffl ill ' 

59, QQ nm;::u::t;;;:v:g};2; 
UT C ABIUiY ! S C qm JIDTQN 

¢-

~~,.,~--.~~~~~..::k~_f~~~:"~~~~ .. -,;-;. "A:'-. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CG III MAF 181410Z MAY69 (U)40.
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
UPDATE ON FREEDOM HILL, R&R TRANSIENT CENTER SITUATION

g TTT MAIA 0005102 MAYC9 (c)41.
FOR NTOKTR.CON FROM DDINOID

you MAY COMM me MORNING I TLIN ON LIME 21 MAV

CC III MATE 2704002 MAY60 (c)42
TOR LICICON INTO JANIC FROM DOOTHY

TR MOD E DRINAN FIRTLERMINA THEOFFICI MAY MAYING OTHER MART WOOM EDD CARNAV

ce III MAD 0117307 MAY60 (II)43
FOR LITISON FROM DOOTINY
CARNIV ITA S MATARIA

CG III MAF 220008Z MAY69 (s) MCEO
gp-3

44.
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES REPORT

00 III MAP 2201507 MAY69 (v)450
TOR WILSON FROM DOCIDY
STATE CONDITION (STARTA)

16 ea III MAP 2212502
FOR WILCON PROM DOOLUY-

CARNEVIC CONDITION

CG III MAF 220300Z MAY69 (c) EYES ONLY
gp-447.

FOR GETTYS FROM DOOLEY
PASSES MACV'S 221036Z-- GEN ABRAMS VISIT I CORPS 25 MAY

CC III MATE ezearco MAY69 (v)40.
FOR WITCON FROM DOOTHV
GEN QUINTIN 10 CONDITION

CC III MAT 2314027 MAY69 (u)49
FOR WILOON FROM DOOLEY
OTN CARNOT'S COND ON

ee IIT MAIL 2407467 MAY60 (II)50
Pen WILSON DROW DOCTOR
OTHEL CARNIW IS CONDITION

DECLASSIFIED
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39V CG III MAR
2509562 MLT69 (IS)

FOR ARAMS INFO GETTYS FROM NICKERSON

OP PIERCE VALLEY PHASE II

CG III MAF
2713462 MAY69 (IS)

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO

67

FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

SECNAV WAS HERE 24 M&V

DECLASSIFIED
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20
MC III MAIL 1002000 MAV 60

(ms)
07

TOO an DTANDLING

ATT DOOTING TN unvino ONIVII

(ms)
III MATE 1004207 MAVED00

monan nt AMITTLO

ATT DADTEC TM ntvna ANTIUM FAIDRO

CG III MAT 1001312 MAYGO
(mc)

25.

TVD An
survey &

TIT AADTNO TN untime CATTYZU miner

DECLASSIFIED
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::lR CO III mil lPQ5~Qij£ .1'f~9 (Iii) 
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CG III MAP 131517Z:MAY69 (TS) , r;..1-f 
FOR mrNSEND nm>. 5'rIDlELL"EROM, NICKEROON 
PASSES STIL'tIELL,ts 131145a .Y'9; --, TO TOWNSmo 
t"mESP.A.SS OF IACYl'IM roRDER" ' " ' 

CG III MAF 1410001 MAY 69 (TS) EYES ONLY '- J>-r 
FOR STII1tlEL];, FROM NICKERSON 
EXPlOITATION OF BA. 6rt{ ''DQPT ]}4'fEND TO TAKE ACTION ON yom PROPOSAL NOW" 

CG III lW' 141645Z MAY69 (TS) EXCursIVE G-'f-f 
F(B G:m-m; WOM NIC:maSON 
PmSE II PIERCE VAIiLEY- __ t'JiELID YOUR VI1iJIIS BY 25MAY ON FOLWWING 3 POINTS" 

CG m MAF 161632Z- MAY69 (TS) EBWSIVE/H::1!D G r-/ 
roR :BUSE FROM N ICEERSON ' 

32. / 

READIHESSES III M1IJi1IS 12104OZt\-&Y (OPS INTEL SUl>lMARY) 

33. ,T eG III MAF 190622Z MAY69 (TS) G-r-f 
F<l1 AmAMS FROM NICKERSON 
SEC STATE \'lAS HERE ON 18 MAY 1969 (lmE llREEDOM OF OPffiATIONS ON LAOS 

roRDm AND IN THE SlIDMZ) 

34.' \ CG III MA.F 190606z MA.y69 (TS) MJoo 6-'·'F,- c./ 
Fat l3USE FROM NICKERSON 
SAME AS 33 ABOVE EXCEPT FCR COUPLE OF WORDS -- SJJX:; STATE vIAS BERE 

j 5 $ 9 g iiI 10 i' al!i .. iii liP169 $.fa) lillijjl!l MUf! 
'EIOi:Ci RFDDC'lIIOJT'i' Clillil lilla''' OJ1iWC iQliQiiiiiI 

'§'. CC III JU 8i1i: •• 'i I"'i~ (if!) tD'!88 81MJY 
JW OF RFPW'lIIQ1l", ~i' _ OU.i' WID, 

1<7 CC TTji W R 277 1197 D1ur'9 ([,(Iii) NanG 01liiilC. 
FORGE RWVrrJ.1l0W'i' liSE? FiiilIiJ om..¥ wi:£:l!L 

Qg III Jl\i' 93933 5i }fll~ ('PS) :8YB3 8!fJjf ,:.' \' 

/ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

@@ III MAID 1004327 MAYCA (ms)e6.
FORCE PLANTING
WIBS ONLY FOIDER

CC III ITAM 1001227 MAY69 (ms)27.
TORAN 12.7

LIVING ONTIUU DOTATO

CC III MAIN 100520Z SAVED (mc)28
Perea PLANTING
HAMES DOIDER

GP-4CG III MAF 131517Z MAY69 (TS)29.
FOR TOWNSEND INFO STIIWELL FROM NICKERSON
PASSES STILWELL's 131145Z MAY69 -- TO TOWNSEND
"TRESPASS OF LAOTIAN BORDER"

CG III MAF 141000% MAY 69 (TS) EYES ONLY GP-430.
FOR STILWELL FROM NICKERSON
EXPIOITATION OF BA 607 "DON'T INTEND TO TAKE ACTION ON YOUR PROPOSAL NOW"

III MAF 141645Z MAY69 (TS) EXCLUSIVE GP-431. CG
FOR GEITYS FROM NICKERSON
PHASE II PIERCE VALLEY- -- "NEED YOUR VIEWS BY 25MAY ON FOLLOWING 3 POINTS"

CG III MAF 161632Z MAY69 (TS) EXCLUSIVE/MCHO GP-132.
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSES III MAF'S 12104OZ&MAY (OPS INTEL SUMMARY)

CG III MAF 190622Z MAY69 (TS) GP-433.
FOR ATRAMS FROM NICKERSON
SEC STATE WAS HERE ON 18 MAY 1969 (MORE FREEDOM OF OPERATIONS ON LAOS

BORDER AND IN THE SHDMZ)

CG III MAF 190606Z MAY69 (TS) MCEO GP-434.
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
SAME AS 33 ABOVE EXCEPT FOR COUPLE OF WORDS -- SEC STATE WAS HERE

as TTT MAR EYES ONLY
FORGER cru mva ONTY TOTARO

cc IIT MAT 011-4462 MAYCO (ms) BIBS ONLY
TAD an SIAIN RVMC ONLY TOIDER

cc III MAIR 277.44.07 MAYCO (mc)
LVML

EOROR RIDITATONS sun TV ONLY

ea III MAD 2303353 KAYCO (ms) EYES ONLY38
POROD REDUTIONS ORD EYES ONLY TOWN

DECLASSIFIED
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1. CG III MAF 24035:2Z MAY69 (S) SPJiCAT EXCLUSIVE IVCED C1'l-u-i--I 
]OR l3USE INFO SIMPSON /I 
REDUCTION OF FJRST .ARMD Al-T.Phib CO TO CADRE ffi1ATUS 

2. CG III NAP 240400Z MAY69 0IL 
FOR TamSEND ]ROM NICIQiRSON 
11AIARIA CEEMJPROPHYLAXIS 

~. gg in 1U B4i439 8 1¥Z"1(5~ ('i~ 
jIfi: ':lI~elf MteII 'BeMl~Y 
gilT @!l'imlW' ii 99UiIiIQiT ,I 

1 OQ TIT MQP' g,aa ,QZ i1bY '9 (11) 
~ J'IJifIQIJ i1RQl !Qiif!lj!{ 
(jilliilik"ziEs 9f1@W'I' Q iJ~iIQIT 

5. CG III MAP 250956Z MAY69 (c) ~- 'Y 
FOR STInfELL, SIMPSON, GmrrIS & Q,UIIJrER :rn:ro JONES & lEIGR'l' FROM NICKERSON 
EELIOOPTER FLYING SAFl!."TY 

, CO lIT MQP' g~100~ }9~9 (u) 
PeR :8AIWl JiliQ;911 ITIoQK!iJAQQll 
99!+Q!l::1B?!l 9N WW fii1~l!iQq?IW P S SQt;!;Ji\:J W)~ • 

7. 
&jIP T:fITsmr wmmOQ1'i'{ 

1,/ 

QQQi unI W WOK! n JO wX; S90PPDW 8 SEE y.r ruT STF MOTS CNNC'SWNAV , 
8. 

. 10. 

11. 

12. 

CG III MAF 261405Z MAY69~ 
JroR BENNETT & DAVISON 
A'lTAroYS OOR :aE:NNE'I'I' & DAVISON -- BEST WISHES TO 11EN OF 199TH FRO!-1 III l'IJiF 

CG III MAF 271048Z MAY69 (u) 
RR roKHAR11r & imHERILL:mOM NICKatSON 
ATTAIDYS IDYS -- SORRY I CAN'T MARE yom CHANGE OF COMHA.ND 

CG III MAP 281105Z MAY69 Q[) 
RlR TOifflSElID FOO!1 NICKERSON 
SAM PRYOR co:r.rmG TO SA.IGON -- LIKE TO HA. VE Hll1 VISIT ME 8-9 J1l'NZ 

CG III NAF 290410Z MAY69 (s) NOFORN }l1ID q,r - 4-
RELOCATION OF 1ST .Alvl'lRAC EN (u) (JI/ 

CG III HAF 290424Z MAY69 (C) SPECAT EFICLUSVIE Cio- ~ 
FOR SIMPSON FROM NICK:JRSON ~. 
PASSES CMCtS 28-2317Z (ALLEGATIONS OF RACIAL DlOORnrrNATION) R\1TO PAPER) 

M9 co TIT MAE '19J H07 Ufi'9 (nj 
WR }4gRbT OVBA SF AND }J0F11 °PAIIS Wo])! ]CEnT DOQIE'Y 
:wi JOU um QRPTITWG n ITPRO,* m1j'O SF W'W HUT Ow mm HPJ TO JQ 

30 t1760 M fJ.-y A.OC~ 

- _.-----...,.......----.. -. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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1. CG III MAF 240352Z MAY69 SPECAT(s) EXCLUSIVE MC EO
group

4
FOR BUSE INFO SIMPSON
REDUCTION OF FIRST ARMD AMphib CO TO CADRE STATUS

CG III MAF 240400Z MAY69 (U)
2.

FOR TOWNSEND FROM NIC KERSON
MALARIA CHEMOPROPHYLAXIS

3 gg TTT MAD 2414302 MAYCA ()
Pen WILSON FROM DOODLY
CEN CARNEY'S CONDITION

4 an IIT MAN 2507507 MAV 69 (I)
FOR WITCON FROM DOOTIN
CHARGET CARNEY S CONDITION

CG III MAF 250956Z MAY69 (c) Gp-45.
FOR STILWELL, SIMPSON, GETTYS & QUILTER INFO JONES & FRIGHT FROM NICKERSON
HELICOPTER FLYING SAFETY

cc IIT MATE 260400z MAY60 (II)
FOR DATIIN BOOM
CONGRATS ON YOUR CHIDOTION AC UCMC

ac TTT MAR 0600167 MAV60 (c)7.
FOR WILSON
ROCS UTIT III IN OKT 27 30 MAV SHORDING

COINC/STANNAV
& ann SIN MAMS

8. CG III MAF 261405Z MAY69(U)
FOR BENNETT & DAVISON
ATTABOYS FOR BENNETT & DAVISON -- BEST WISHES TO MEN OF 199TH FROM III MAF

9. CG III MAF 271048Z MAY69 (U)
FOR ECKHARDT & WETHER ILL FROM NICKERSON
ATTABOYS BOYS -- SORRY I CAN'T MAKE YOUR CHANGE OF COMMAND

CG III MAF 281105Z MAY69 (U)10.
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
SAM PRYOR COMING TO SAIGON -- LIKE TO HAVE HIM VISIT ME 8-9 JUNE

11. CG III MAF 290410Z MAY69 (s) NOFORN MCEO
go-4RELOCATION OF 1ST AMTRAC BN (U)

CG III MAF 2904242 MA Y69 (c) SPECAT EXCLUSVIE
go-4

12.
FOR SIMPSON FROM NICK-RSON
PASSES CMC'S 28-2317Z (ALLEGATIONS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION) BALTO PAPER)

III MAR 2014307
FOR MOUNT THRASH AND MCMT ADAMS FROM BCTUT DOOUNY
PLEA POLLINO ARRIVING EL JOBO * PLEASE HTM APTD cum UTM

300730 MAY LOCAL
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e 0 I , ! ,1)[ .~tl II ,t 
FOR PFr~ (lBRbMS FROM LTGFN NIC1<ERSON 
I'VIISSING r-ERMt>,~l PERSOMNFL (II) 

• .. '. ,..~ 

,_ (C) TU14 EVP!TS CONCERNING TUF FIVE MISSH)(~ r-ERM~N PERSONNEL ARE 
Rl<C6PPFT) ~S FOLL01.lS: 
6. bT ,?..,~,,35l-1 APR 1ST I'VIARDIV DEPORIET) Tl-I{lT " .. G~'V'{lM NATIONALS 
JFEP HEt'lDEf' IN nIPErTIO~l OF f,lmw SON ON srGt{'T'Sti'FHIG TRIP. JEEP 1\16S 
ti'OuND PAfPI!"D {IT R5'7l!0'i'. Pl'"S 1M ,A,R'C'I\ PFPORTET"I ORSI1RVING GERMANS 
LEAVF <-TFFP {I~m ',T{llY ti'tlST PJTO ,dl1'F'NN,., \1 {lLL14V • 
p.' SIlBSFt:'IT!nlTLY~T "Q({!Q?1IiJH 1ST MflRT)IV "nVISED TH"T 5_r:'ER!'I16~1 NI\TIONALS 
",l:"pE' MISSHIP (~ .. 1.IOMFN (INn "_f'r111M) H)STE"lJ Oti' 1'1~'O. 

C'. AT 1'}91 R0 01H 1ST Ml!RT'\IU tJEPOR1't!T) TLfI\T L{lTER INFO PEVE~LED Tl1l1T AT 
?71 q f)(",P, 5 EFRfv'!,A,N 1-{OSP PFRSON~!EL TP{I\}ELLET) !<ROM NONG SON ROAD TO A 
POPJT ~'!!ST NOPT\.{ OF' !:lRIl"IGF /IT {lTC<'sal!()H3. TRIP !,I{lS MI\1")E ttGbTNST I'lDVICE 
OF nne Dne DISTRICT !-{r', nI51'0 11"T S~NIOR (lnUISOP liNn f'1IR e~~l OF r.. N HOt'! 
H1f\!1SmI~L COf'liPLEX A~JT) \"ITHO"T l(~lO"IUiT)G~ Dti' 5T\.l M"RP1~ REGT. ~T 
?'71<:)f)lOIH,5Tu' M~P \.Iti'PF NOnnE!) RY MR r.~N ~M1"l I)R 1=lE'ISH18 (GERMAN 
HOSP) Tl-'~.T VFtfIC'l.F I,'''!: PApv1"D f\10RTH OF BRIDSti. GERMAN PERSONr.,l~L 
PROCFEDED 1".1TO ~NTENN6 \16LLFY o.GAP1ST ,.,T"I\lJrt:;" 01<' LOr."L ("IVILII\~IS ",HO 
TOLD T1JFM \lr "'FRE p' THE ~PE~. LOrAL IIILL"rF CY IFI1 SFNT PF l\~lIT 
INTO "~LLFV TO IN''F'S1'lr-:~Ti":- 1·'IT4 M~Gl\TI"F RI<'Sl1l.. TS. 
? (11) T1-'~ ~lllfY1ti'S OF' ~FR!'I1r\~l Ptit"SO~H'FL "pro ~S ti'OLLDI.,c:~ 
MISS MO~I("A SI"~JI~S 
MISS uP'RIVt'I VOOTIV\~~ 
MISS M,~PJF vt:;"ppt:;"P 

fYIR GFORGF tlllt:?'!',c;'u 
~o OFt) ~ll1 OT'\ ~ TF LIL 

3. VFST~prI'lV, foF''T'!";'? T'\I~GllSSP'G Tl-Jr:' IVI"TTFP MTTU LTGr~~~l L~!"!, I 
DIRECTED MGF~ S!I'VIOSON T0 T~r;'OP~ Tu't:;" u,t:;"!n Ot:;" TU,t:;" GFPfv'!i\M HOSPIT6L 
TUAT ?~RSO~lN~L OF' \..lIS ST!,,>F'I<' ~lrST VIPST O~T"Il\l IIPPPOV"L PRIOP, TO 
TL?oVfLP1(' HI i\PFtS nMT'\C'P OlIn r.O~~'IZ~~~I"C'. LTGC'tl 1.1\11'1 "Nn r l'I'"T,,~LLY 
r,PPF'fl) T'J{\T t"JTU~'=' TUl< GFRfYll'~! qOC:PIT"L C)1'Jl.F'I<' I\T ,,~I 1-10(1 T.fIL!. 
rO"1PLV pITU O"p ORT'\J:'PS ti'OO 'T'uT?IP S~Fti'1'V Ol<LTG~~1 1.,,1\'1 ,.TILL ~S1( 

TUFM TO 1.rllVE. "'ILL v.~t:;"p YO'! ,,1"'JJSk'lJ. 
'? P-4. 
45 r;< 
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P 0101402
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO COMISSMACV
ZEM
C O
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
MISSING GERMAN PERSONNEL (11)

1. (C) THE EVENTS CONCERNING THE FIVE MISSING GERMAN PERSONNEL ARE
RECAPPED as FOLLOWS:
A. AT 2720354 APR 1ST MARD IV REPORTED THAT 2-GERMAN NATIONALS
JEEP HEADED IN DIRECTION OF NONG SON ON SIGHTSEEING TRIP. JEEP WAS
FOHND PARKED AT 857407. PF'S IN AREA REPORTED OBSERVING GERMANS
LEAVE JEEP AND MALK EAST INTO ANTENNA VALLEY.
B. SUBSEqUENTLY AT 280930H 1ST MARDIV ADVISED THAT 5.GERMAN NATIONALS
WERE MISSING WHEN AND ?_MFN) INSTEAD OF TMO.
C. AT 2918004 1ST MARDIV REPORTED THAT LATER INFO REVEALED THAI AT
271002H, 5 GERMAN HOSP PERSONNEL TRAVELLED FROM NONG SON ROAD TO A
POINT JUST NORTH OF BRIDGE AT AT858408. TRIP WAS MADE AGAINST ADVICE
OF DUC DIIC DISTRICT Ho, DISTRICT SENIOR ADVISOR AND MR CAN OF AN HOA
INDISTRIAL COMPLEX AND WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF 5TH MARINE REGT. AT
271900H, 5TH MAP WERE NOTIFIED BY MR CAN AND DR REISING (GERMAN
HOSP) THAT VEHICLE WAS PARVED NORTH OF BRIDGE. GERMAN PERSONNEL
PROCEEDED INTO ANTENNA VALLEY AGAINST ADVICE OF LOCAL CIVILIANS WHO
TOLD THEM VC MERE IN THE AREA. LOCAL VILLAGE CHIEF SFNT PF UNIT
INTO VALLEY TO INVESTIGATE WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.
2. (11) THE NAMES OF GERMAN PERSONNEL ARE AS FOLLOWS:
MISS MONICA SCHMINS
MISS HENRIKA KORTMAN
MISS MARIE KERBER
MR GEORGE BARICU
MR PERNARD DIFHI
3. YESTERDAY, AFTER DISCUSSING THE MATTER WITH LIGEN LAM, I

DIRECTED MGEN SIMPSON TO INFORM THE 4540 OF THE GERMAN HOSPITAL
THAT PERSONNEL OF HIS STAFF MUST FIRST OBTAIN APPROVAL PRIOR TO
TRAVELING IN AREAS UNDER OUR COGNIZANCE. LIGEN LAM AND I MUTUALLY
AGREED THAT FITHER TUE GERMAN HOSPITAL STAFF AT AN HON WILL
COMPLY WITH OUR ORDERS FOR THEIR SAFETY OF LIGEN I AM WILL ASK
THEM TO LFAVE. MILL KEEP YOU ADVISED.
GP-4.
450
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_ FACT SHEET 1120 

SECRET 

III MAF Fact Sheet Date: 26 April 1969 

Subject: Increased Force structure of the Vietnamese Marine 
Corps , 

I. GENERAL: 

At the weekly Commanders Conference at Headquarters MACV, 
during a discussion of RVNAF manpower limitations, COMUSMACV 
expressed dissatisfaction with the 5th and 18th ARVN Divisions, 
particularly the desertion rates, and stated that he would 
like to see better utilization of RVNAF manpower. CG III MAF 
then strongly recommended an increase of three battalions to 
the RVN Marine Corps, to which COMUSMACV responded that he 
could not give any more·personnel. At this point CG III MAF 
turned to CO~~AVFORV and requested he study the problem to 
see if he could come up with the assets for the three RVN 
Marine battalions and gffered III MAF assistance. No more 

. was said on the matte~ 

II. CURRENT STATUS/Fe e? 
On the morning of 

Assistant Chief of Sta 

Memor~um 

Senior Marine Corps Ac 
for his estimate of tt 
battalions for the R~ 
was that it looks fave 
CO~~AVFORV favor the j 
by Colonel B. G. CASS , 
COMUSMACV in discussic 
anticipated with obtaj 
hitch could be 1nabilj 
personnel to meet the 
ceiling. Colonel COFU 
can be found. 

From: Commanding GeneraJ Ilal 
5e 

COMNAVFORV will I 
discuss the problem 2{ 
presentation to JGS or 
ask Colonel CASS to ac 

III. RECOMlv1ENDATIONS: 

None, 

Prepared by: LtCol 0 
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FACT SHEET #20

SECRET

III MAF Fact Sheet Date: 26 April 1969

Subject: Increased Force Structure of the Vietnamese Marine
Corps

I. GENERAL:

At the weekly Commanders Conference at Headquarters MACV,
during a discussion of RVNAF manpower limitations, COMUSMACV
expressed dissatisfaction with the 5th and 18th ARVN Divisions,
particularly the desertion rates, and stated that he would
like to see better utilization of RVNAF manpower. CG III MAF
then strongly recommended an increase of three battalions to
the RVN Marine Corps, to which COMUSMACV responded that he
could not give any more personnel. At this point CG III MAF
turned to COMNAVFORV and requested he study the problem to
see if he could come up with the assets for the three RVN
Marine battalions and offered III MAF assistance. No more
was said on the matter

II. CURRENT STATUS/FC or
Memorandum

On the morning of
Assistant Chief of Sta
Senior Marine Corps Ac From: Commanding Generalfor his estimate of tr nal
battalions for the RVN se

To:
2 asked at

was that it looks favo
COMNAVFORV favor the 1

trday La sh
by Colonel B. G. CASS,
COMUSMACV in discussic
anticipated with obtai

Not at onehitch could be inabili
personnel to meet the

when 2
pues

ceiling. Colonel CORP
can be found.

here aboutCOMNAVFORV will I
discuss the problem 2( come

fyrm want
only

presentation to JGS or
ask Colonel CASS to ac out.

he sd
tway

III. RECOMMENDATIONS:

a matter
None.

spacePrepared by: LtCol o
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FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON 
SUBJ: VIET NAMESE MARL t.ES 
1. DUR ING OUR CONVERSAT ION ON T HE TELEPHONE ON 1 MAY YOU 
INFORMED ME THAT THE COMMANDANT HAD STATED THAT HE IS 
PREPARED TO SUPPORT THREE" MORE BATT AL IONS OF VIET NAMESE 
MARINES IF COMUSMACV WOULD ASK FOR THEM. 
2. YOU WILL RECALL THAT WE WERE ADVISED THAT CORBETT HAD 
BRIEFED COMUSMAGV AND THAT COMUSMACV FAVffiED THE IDEA. 
HOWEVER, YOU WILL ALSO RECALL THAT WE STATED THAT A POSSIBLE 
HITCH COlLD BE THE INABILITY OF THE JGS TO PROVID SUFFICIENT 
PERSONNEL TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS WITHIN THE CURRENT MANPONER 
CEIL ING. 
3. WE UIDERSTMD THAT COMUSMACV HAS APPROACHED THE JGS. ON THIS 

< SUBJECT, AND WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO GET A FEED- BACK ON THE 
RESLLTS OF THIS MEETING SINCE YOU CALLED. 
4. ON T HE AFTER NOOiJ OF U1A Y, I SAW GE N ABKAM S AT THE CHA NGE OF 
COMMAND CEREMONY FOR GENERAL CHAE AT NHA TRANG, Af() I ASKED 
HIM ABOUT THE SIl UAT IOr'4 HE WAS QUITE UNCOMMUNICAT IVE AND 
SAID QUarE NOT AT THE PRESENT UNQUOTE. I ASKED HIM IF' HE HAD 
BEEN BRIEFED BY CORBETT Arl> HE WOULD NOT ADMIT THAT HE HAD. 
WHEN I PRESSED HIM ABOUT CHAPPIE ASSISTING HIM FROM . 
THE WASHINGTON EID, HE SAID IT \'iAS A MATTER OF SPACES AND 
T HAT HE COULD N' T SUPPORT IT RIGHT NOW. 
5. ALL IN ALL THE CONVERSATION WAS UNPROOUCTIVE. I SUSPECT 
THAT HE DID MEET WITH THE JGS AID THAT THEY DIDN'T GIVE HIM 
ANY ENCOURAGEMENt. I WOULD ALSO SUSPECT THAT NO ACTION IS 
GOING TO BE TA~EN ON VIETNAMESE MARINES mOM THE MACV END 
F'oo SOME T 1ME. I W ILL KEEP YOU ADV lSED A NO W ILL ALSO REPORT 
ON THE RESULTS OF HIS MEETING WITH THE JGS WHEN WE CAN GET 
A READ- OUT. 
283 
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DECLASSIFIED 

0314262

TO FUFPAC
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: VIETNAMESE MARINES
1. DURING OUR CONVERSATION ON THE TELEPHONE ON 1 MAY YOU
INFORMED ME THAT THE COMMANDANT HAD STATED THAT HE IS
PREPARED TO SUPPORT THREE MORE BATTALIONS OF VIETNAMESE
MARINES IF COMUSMACV WOULD ASK FOR THEM
2. YOU WILL RECALL THAT WE WERE ADVISED THAT CORBETT HAD
BRIEFED COMUSMACV AND THAT COMUSMACV FAVORED THE IDEA.
HOWEVER, YOU WILL ALSO RECALL THAT WE STATED THAT A POSSIBLE
HITCH COULD BE THE INABILITY OF THE JGS TO PR OV ID SUFFICIENT
PERSONNEL TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS WITHIN THE CURRENT MANPOWER
CEILING
3. WE UNDERST AND THAT COMUSMACV HAS APPROACHED THE JGS ON THIS
SUBJECT, AND WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO GET A FEED- BACK ON THE
RESULTS OF THIS MEETING SINCE YOU CALLED.
4. ON THE AFTER NOON OF IMAY, I SAW GEN ABRAMS AT THE CHANGE OF
COMMAND CEREMONY FOR GENERAL CHAE AT NHA TRANG, AND I ASKED
HIM ABOUT THE SITUATION HE WAS QUITE UNCOMMUNICATIVE AND
SAID QUOTE NOT AT THE PRESENT UNQUOTE. I ASKED HIM IF HE HAD
BEEN BRIEFED BY COR BETT AND HE WOULD NOT ADMIT THAT HE HAD.
WHEN I PRESSED HIM ABOUT CHAPPIE ASSISTING HIM FROM
THE WASHINGTON END, HE SAID IT WAS A MATTER OF SPACES AND
THAT HE COULD N'T SUPPORT IT RIGHT NOW.
5. ALL IN ALL THE CONVERSATION WAS UNPRODUCTIVE. I SUSPECT
THAT HE DID MEET WITH THE JGS AND THAT THEY DIDN'T GIVE HIM
ANY ENCOURAGEME NT. I WOULD ALSO SUSPECT THAT NO ACTION IS
GOING TO BE TAKEN ON VIETNAMESE MARINES FROM THE MACV END
FOR SOME TIME. I WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED AND WILL ALSO REPORT
ON THE RESULTS OF HIS MEETING WITH THE JGS WHEN WE CAN GET
A READ- OUT.
283
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FERST MARDEV
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BT
C O N F E i) E 3 2 A. MARINE CORPS EYES DM.Y
EXCESS RECREASSON FUNDS SE.
Ao CMC MSG 2316337 MAR S. (OFFICEO)
I SCD REF A REQUESTED RESULTS OF AN EXAMINIZION OF THE
FEASIBILITY OF RESURNING EXCESS RECREATION FUNDS KO the
CENTRAL MARINE CORPS RECREATION FUND.
No CUS DURING THE RECENT ASP-S FIRE THE FREEDOM HILL COMPLEX
SUFFERED SEVERE DAMAGE. CONSIDERATION OF REBUIRD INCLUDES
SOURCES OF FUNDS, BOTH APPROPRIATED AND NONAPPROPRIATED. 3A
ADDRESS EXPANSION OF OTHER KEY COMMON USER RECREATION
FACILNERES XN THE DANANG AREA IS UNDER CONSIDERATION
3. CBS THEREFORE ME DO NOT CONSIDER II FEASIBLE 10 CONDIENT ON
THE OR THE AMOUNT 09 FUNDS WHICH COULD BK

PAGE 350 C 0 N y : D A of MCLO
FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE FUND ME WILL PROVIDE DETAILS ON FLANS AND
PROGRESS AS SOON AS A FIRM RESOLUTION OF REQUEREMENTS AND
ABILITY 10 EXECUTE EXEM IS REACHED
4.0 SUS THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS REQUESTED BY REF A VOLLOW BY
REGISTERED MAILO
GPOR
ST
0510
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1. AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE THE El~EMY APPEAiU TO BE READYING HIMSELF' TO 
RESUME OFFENSIVE OPERATION,;) Oi~CE AGA1N. wHEnE HIS PnL~CIPAL iFFORTS 
WILL BE D1REqrED STILL REl'JAINS U1JCLEAFf. CE;~TAINL Y HIS POSTURE FAVORS 
MJVES IN SEVERAL AREAS. HE HAS POSITlJNEJ F~CES IL~ THE ADJACEiH TO 
'I HE DMZ AND IN WEST~RN QUAi~G '11U. I,~ THE SOUTH FffiCES OF DIVlSIOiJ 
SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE OF Ai'l INC1{EA.::iIi~G fHREAT TO QUANG ;~GAl/i'10 DUc/DUC 
PHJ AREA3. 
2. IN TInS REGX1J I 3i!:LIJ:!:V~ If i!:SSEN1IAL fHAT 'ME lijflLHHHJ A FLEXIBLE 
AND)l3ALANCED PJSrURE DURING THE PJ!t:NilALLY HIGHEa TiiRE4T PEalOO l~-
25 ['lAY I;~ lRDE;i TO RESPO[v paO,'lPfLY Am D£CI3iVELY OiJCC: IHE El~EillY COM­
NITS Hlf<1SELF' rn HIS ',yH£,·Hi:ABJUf3 IS JETEiiiYlI ivED. 
3. OPERATIONS WHICH KEEP THE P;~E:SSUdE Oiv H1.3 LOC·.3 [flAY UPSET Q.i 
PREE1YjPT A f'iAJ(R AfTACi\ TO THI.5 Eii) YuU CONCEPT FOrl APACHE Sl~O.Y IS 
CEHTAINLY [~OST APPHOPKIATE AilJJ Olii WHICH I FULLY E;.JD~SE. HONEVEl1, 
IN LIGHT OF PRESENT UNCE,,(fAINTY OF iHC: ENElH SITUATIO,J Al~D Ii~ 0!{DE2 
TO i'1AINTAIN A FLEXIBLE PJSITIOr~ IN TH2 IfljiilnIATE F'UTUHE, I A:r1 RE­
LUCTANT TO 3ECJt'JE T OJ HiAViLY CO~TltiiIUED J(J3f A'i fHIS fIlVIE. ACCO~D­
INGLY, I l~JULD At'P;~ECIAIC: YOU:1 C01~3ItJC;RATIJi~ OF DI.!:LAYI.'JG EilJIRY OF 3RJ 
MA;:{DIV UNITS It~T;) APACHE: SNOw UiHIL i4FTE;~ 25 l'iAY. THI3 vJ aULD Pi.iiHT 
ADDiTljNAL TIillE F:::R TIiE SIfUATI01~ 1'0 CLMdFY wITHOUT 3EL~G TOO 
DISRU?T iVE TO Ti-IE OVE{ALL CJ1JCiPf F' .. H THE OPi;~ATIO:~ YOU HJ.,V2 PLAi'~l~ED 
F"-R THE LO,vE:"1 DAKRONG-UPPE1 A;3Hi\U A-(i~:A. Ai TH2: .3M1E 1'1l'1[ SUFF'ICIElff 
FJ1CES ',I}iLL BE iit:LAliVELY FiiEE fOil CJi·j(·iILiENT SHOULD THE E,~ErllY PH:­
SEN'f JS WITH 1-\ LUCRATIVE TARG!:!:!'. Ii~ THIS i~i3A;:;v, Ri::QU£ST YOU BE 
PRli:PARiW II) P.;-(OVi.tJi TWO aN :1£GT/3I)£ F'JiC,!; '.vnH i~O,i,qAL S!.iPfORTI~1J3 
9...ICE F·.]1 EtilPLOWiEiif Af~YWHLH:: IN I CQiP;:; OlJ 12 HOU\;) i'WTICE. 
WARM RE GARD S. 
GP-4 
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FM CG III MAF
TO ce XXIV CORPS
ZEM
SECRET
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN STILWELL FR.OM LTGEN NICKERSON
ENEMY SITUATION IN I CORPS
1. AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE THE ENEMY APPEARS TO BE READYING HIMSELF TO
RESUME OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS ONCE AGAIN WHERE HIS PRINCIPAL EFFORTS
WILL BE DIRECTED STILL REMAINS UNCLEAR. CERTAINLY HIS POSTURE FAVORS
MOVES IN SEVERAL AREAS. HE HAS POSITIONED FORCES IN THE ADJACENT TO
THE DMZ AND IN WESTERN QUANG TRI. IN THE SOUTH FORCES OF DIVISION
SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE OF AN INCREASING THREAT TO QUANG NGAI/MO DUC/DUC
PHO AREAS.
2. IN THIS REGARD I BELIEVE II ESSENTIAL THAT WE MAINTAIN A FLEXIBLE
AND BALANCED POSTURE DURING THE POTENTIALLY HIGHER THREAT PERIOD 10-
25 MAY IN ORDER TO RESPOND PROMPTLY AND DECISIVELY ONCE THE E NEMY COM-
MITS HIMSELF OR HIS WHEREABOUTS IS DETERMINED.
3. OPERATIONS WHICH KEEP THE PRESSURE ON HIS LOC'S MAY UPSET OR
PREEMPT A MAJOR ATTACK TO THIS END YOU CONCEPT FOR APACHE SNOW IS
CERTAINLY MOST APPROPRIATE AND ONE WHICH I FULLY END ORSE. HOWEVER,
IN LIGHT OF PRESENT UNCERTAINTY OF THE ENEMY SITUATION AND IN ORDER
TO MAINTAIN A FLEXIBLE POSITION IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE, I AM RE-
LUCTANT TO BECOME T 00 HEAVILY COMMITTED JUST AT THIS TIME. ACCORD-
INGLY, I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR CONSIDERATION OF DELAYING ENTRY OF 3RD
MARDIV UNITS INT 0 APACHE SNOW UNTIL AFTER 25 MAY. THIS WOULD PERMIT
ADDITIONAL TIME FOR THE SITUAT ION TO CLARIFY WITHOUT BEING TOO
DISRUPTIVE TO THE OVERALL CONCEPT FOR THE OPERATION YOU HAVE PLANNED
FOR THE LOWER DAKRONG-UPPER ASHAU AREA AI THE SAME TIME SUFFICIENT
FORCES WILL BE RELATIVELY FREE FOR COMMITMENT SHOULD THE ENEMY PRE-
SENT US WITH A LUCRATIVE TARGET. IN THIS REGARD, REQUEST YOU BE
PREPARED TO PROVIDE TWO BN REGT/ BDE FORCE WITH NORMAL SUPPORTING
SLICE FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN I CORPS ON 12 HOURS NOTICE.
WARM REGARD S.
GP-4
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SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
1. I HAVE BEEN KEEPING A CLOSE WATCH ON DEVELOPING ENEMY ACTIVI-
TIES AND IT APPEARS THAT THE wEIGHT OF AVAILABLE EVIDENCE NOW SUG­
GESTS 10-25 MAY AS A HIGH THREAT PERIOD. WHERE THE PRINCIPAL ENEMY EF­
FORT WILL BE MADE IS STILL UNCLEAR. HOWEVER, HIS POSTURE WILL SUPPORT 
MOVES IN SEVERAL AREAS. HE HAS POSITIONED FORCES IN AND ADJACENT TO 
THE DMZ, IN WESTERN QUANG TRI, FuRTHER TO THE WEST IN LAOS AND BA 611. 
IN THE SOUTH FORCES OF uP TO DIVISION SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE SF INCREAS-
1 HG THREAT TO QUANG NGAl/MO DUC/DUC PHO AREAS. WE- VE SEEN SUFFICIENT 
1 NDICATIONS WHICH POINT TO A REPEAt OF THE OFFENSIV~ PATTERN OF ACtIV­
ITY EXPERIENCED ON 23 FEB. 
Z. ACCORDINGLY I HAVE TAKEN THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES: 
A. DIRECTED ALL COMMANDS TO INCREASE THEIR STATE OF ALERT AND TO 
tAKE APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES TO COUNTER EXPECTED ENEMY ATTACKS 
WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO PROTECT ION OF- POPULATED AREAS. 
B. REQUESTED 7TH FLT MAINTAIN ARGlsLF IN A HIGH StATE OF READINESS 
PREPARED FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN LITTORAL OF I CORPS WITH PARTIC­
ULAR PRIORITY TO QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. 
C. REQUESTED ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITIONAL MOBILE STRIKE FORCE BN 
TO PROVIDE INCREASED REACTION CAPABILITY DURING tHE FORTHCOMING HIGH 
THREAT PER IOD. 
D. INIT IATED AN INCREASED RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT IN NW AWD WESTER N 
QUANG TRI. 
E. l·VE ASKED DICK STILWELL TO BE PREPARED to DEPLOY A TWO 8N REGTI 
BDE ANYWHERE IN 1 CORPS ON 12 HOURS,NOTICE. 
F. IN COORDINATION WITH LTGEN LAM AND BGEN LEE INITIATED OPERA­
TIONS IN VICINITY OF HOI AN TO PRE-EMPT RENEWED ENEMY ATTACKS THERE. 
THE SLF BLT PRESENTLY COMMITTED THERE CAN BE REEMBARKED IN SHORT 
NOTICE IF REQUIRED ELSE WHERE. 
G. MAINTAINED CONTINUED PRESSURE ON ENEMY·S FAVORITE STAGING AREAS 
AND LOC· S. 
H. REVIEWED ST~EL CABLE PLANS AND AM PREPARED TO SUBMIT TIMELY 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON RECOMMENDED AREAS OF EMPLOYMENT IF STEEL CABLE 
REINFORCING BDES ARE REQUIRED BY DEVELOPING SITUATION IN 1 CORPS. 
GP-4 ' ,. 
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SECRET
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. I HAVE BEEN KEEPING A CLOSE WATCH ON DEVELOPING ENEMY ACTIVI-
TIES AND IT APPEARS THAT THE WEIGHT OF AVAILABLE EVIDENCE NOW SUG-
GESTS 10-25 MAY AS A HIGH THREAT PERIOD. WHERE THE PRINCIPAL ENEMY EF-
FORT WILL BE MADE IS STILL UNCLEAR. HOWEVER, HIS POSTURE WILL SUPPORT
MOVES IN SEVERAL AREAS. HE HAS POSITIONED FORCES IN AND ADJACENT TO
THE DMZ, IN WESTERN QUANG TRI, FURTHER TO THE WEST IN LAOS AND BA 611.
IN THE SOUTH FORCES OF UP TO DIVISION SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE OF INCREAS-
ING THREAT TO QUANG NGAI/M0 DUC/DUC PHO AREAS. WE'VE SEEN SUFFICIENT
INDICATIONS WHICH POINT TO A REPEAT OF THE OFFENSIVE PATTERN OF ACTIV-
ITY EXPERIENCED ON 23 FEB.
2. ACCORDINGLY I HAVE TAKEN THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES:
A. DIRECTED ALL COMMANDS TO INCREASE THEIR STATE OF ALERT AND TO
TAKE APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES TO COUNTER EXPECTED ENEMY ATTACKS
WITH PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO PROTECTION OF POPULATED AREAS.
B. REQUESTED 7TH FLT MAINTAIN ARG/SLF IN A HIGH STATE OF READINESS
PREPARED FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN LITTORAL OF I CORPS WITH PARTIC-
ULAR PRIORITY TO QUANG NGAI PROVINCE.
C. REQUESTED ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITIONAL MOBILE STRIKE FORCE BN
TO PROVIDE INCREASED REACTION CAPABILITY DURING THE FORTHCOMING HIGH
THREAT PERIOD.
D. INITIATED AN INCREASED RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT IN NW AND WESTERN
QUANG TRI.
E. I'VE ASKED DICK STILWELL TO BE PREPARED TO DEPLOY A TWO BN REGT/
BDE ANYWHERE IN I CORPS ON 12 HOURS NOTICE.
F. IN COORDINATION WITH LIGEN LAM AND BGEN LEE INITIATED OPERA-
TIONS IN VICINITY OF HOI AN TO PRE-EMPT RENEWED ENEMY ATTACKS THERE.
THE SLF BLT PRESENTLY COMMITTED THERE CAN BE REEMBARKED IN SHORT
NOTICE IF REQUIRED ELSE WHERE.
G. MAINTAINED CONTINUED PRESSURE ON ENEMY'S FAVORITE STAGING AREAS
AND LOC' S.
H. REVIEWED STEEL CABLE PLANS AND AM PREPARED TO SUBMIT TIMELY
RECOMMENDATIONS ON RECOMMENDED AREAS OF EMPLOYMENT IF STEEL CABLE
REINFORCING BDES ARE REQUIRED BY DEVELOPING SITUATION IN I CORPS.
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FOR GEN ABRAMS INFO MGEN SIMPSON FR(XI1 LTGEN NICKERSON 
CCMUSMACV VISIT TO HQ III MAF ON 7NAY69 
A. YOUR 05.0814Z MA Y6 9 
1. FQ.LOWING ITINERARY PROVIDED TO SUPPORT SUBJ VISIT 

ARRIVE DANAN G BASE OPNS 

.. 

lAW 
fEF (A): 
070930H 
121935-121945 FLYOVER ASP-l AREA T a TERMINATE AT FREEDOM HILL 

eLZ 54) 
121945-1010 
1010-1020 

12120- 1040 
1040-1200 
1200-13213 
1320-1330 
133121-1500 

TOUR FREEDCM HILL-TRANSIENT CENTER AREA BY JEEP 
ENROUTE III MAF HQ CHELO) 
DISCUSStONS WITH CG tIl MAF 
III MAF BRIEF AS REQUESTED 
L UN C H TN IT H C G I 1 I M A F 
EN R OUT E 1ST .MARD IV 
AS ARRANGED BY CG ISTMARDIV TO TERMINATE AT 
DANAN G BASE OPNS 

1500----- DEPART FOR TSN 
$0 N orE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY 
CP-4 
180 
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0 8685532 ZYH
C6111 NAF

TO C CHUSMACV
INF 0 C G-FIRST MARDIV
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL
FOR GEN ABRAMS INF 0 M GEN SIMPSON FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
COMUSMACV VISIT TO HQ III MAF ON 7MAY69
A. YOUR 050814Z MAY69
1. F OLL OWING IT INERARY PROVIDED TO SUPPORT SUBJ VISIT IAW
REF (A):
070930H ARRIVE DANANG BASE OPNS
0935-0945 FLYOVER ASP-1 AREA TO TERMINATE AT FREEDOM HILL

(LZ 54)
0945-1010 TOUR FREEDOM HILL-TRANSIENT CENTER AREA BY JEEP
1010-1020 ENROUTE III MAF HQ (HEL O)

DISCUSSIONS WITH CG III MAF020-1040
1040-1200 III MAF BRIEF AS REQUESTED
1200-1320 LUNCH WITH CG III MAF
1320-1330 ENROUTE 1ST MARDIV
1330-1500 AS ARRANGED BY CG 1STMARD IV TO TERMINATE AT

DANANG BASE OPNS
1500 DEPART FOR TSN
SS O NOTE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
GP-4
180

NNNN

HAS BEEN SENT

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



, .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

E:i~~;;J:::1==+==:t==- REMARKS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216(REV3+68)

DATEFROM
His MAY "OPERATION CODE

ca III MAFX ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

1,2,0,SERIAL+ / CONTROL DATEC COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
0 06101821- INFORMATION COPIES RECOOFCOPY#-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE OUTIN

REMARKSCG
DCG

DCG AIR

C/S
D C/S

DC/SDM
S/S
G-1
G-2

G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ

CAP
CORDS

cy#

3EMB/TRANS
ENGR

Dep
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD

PSY OPS

SUPPLY
sac

21

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

, •. • HEAOQUIrERs· 
.... <·~·m MARtNE AMPHIBiOUS FORCE--o.~ 

CONFIDENTIAL' 

".''', . OF COPIES RECO 

(j .. ' '.' .' . ? . , 
~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216(REV3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

MAY 69111 MAFX- ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL: / CONTROL DATEC- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
1- INFORMATION

COPIES RECOOFCOPY:S-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

SECTIONROUTE INITIALCODE OUTIN

7May
3

REMARKSCG
DCG

HAS BEEN
SENT"DCG AIR

I2
G

C/S
D C/S

Feedback
5/6

D C/S DM

18MIS/S
G-1

G-2

G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ

CAP

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS

SUPPLY

s&c

DECLASSIFIED



- -
." -<lit" 

o j3610110Z Z TN 
FM C GIll •• F 
TO C t:MUSl'IACV 
IE!'} -, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

FOR f'lGEN TOWNSEND, CIS MACV, FnOM LTGEN NICKERSON 
SUBJ: LW13ER INDUSTRY IN l~lCTZ 
1. AS YOU KNOW, DICK STILWELL IS QUITE INTERESTEi) IN FURTHERING THE 
LU£,l3ER INDUSTRY IN NICTZ. I M1 QUlIE INIERESTED IN DICK '5 PROPOSALS 
;t~ D SUpp ORT FULL Y WHAT HE IS D OIN G. IN THI S REGARD I HAVE MAILED A 
MEM ORA;~DUM TO GEN AfHA£llS ON THIS SUBJECT WHICH YOU HAVE NOT YET 
ffiCEIVED. I INTEND TO TALK TO HIM AT LENGTH T(llJORROW ABOUT THE 
~MORANDUM AND FORESTRY MJD LUMBERING IN I CORPS. 
2. THE A::<OJE IS PROJIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATIW ONLY. 
sso '~orE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOUi"(S. 
(P-4 
IS0 

NiJ N Lx 
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00610102 ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO C OMUSMACV
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL
FOR M GEN T OWNSEND, C/S MACV, FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: LUMBER INDUSTRY IN NICTZ
1. AS YOU KNOW, DICK ST IL WELL IS QUITE INTERESTED IN FURTHERING THE
LUMBER INDUSTRY IN NICTZ. I AM QUITE INTERESTED IN DICK'S PROPOSALS
AND SUPPORT FULLY WHAT HE IS DOING. IN THIS REGARD I HAVE MAILED A
MEM ORANDUM TO GEN APRAMS ON THIS SUBJECT WHICH YOU HAVE N OT YET
RECEIVED. I INTEND TO TALK TO HIM AT LENGTH TOMORROW ABOUT THE
MEMORANDUM AND FORESTRY AND LUMBERING IN I CORPS.
2. THE AROVE IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INF ORMATION ONLY.
SS 0 NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
GP-4
150
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~~·Hi~~_L-
TO CQ FlFPAC-- _. 

ZEM.-- DENTIAL 
~O~ tTFGE~ EUSE FRCM LT GEN NICKERSON 
SUBJ: POSSIl?LE GAS ATTACK INVOLVING'I·1/3/4 ON 4 MAY 1969 
1. DURING OUR CONVERSATIOO THIS MORNING YOU INQUIRED ON THE 
PCSSIELE GAS ATTACK INVCl.VIl'!G ~'1/3/4 ON 4 MAY. THE FOLLOWING 
IS PROJIDED AS INF ORl1ATI ON AVAILABLE TO US AT THE PRESENT TIME: 
A. A r Zl710H THE P OINT OF. THE LEAD SQUA D OF ON~ PLAT OCA'II DETECTED 
ENEMY CLAYl"iORES IN VICHHTY OF XD 9710618. THE PLATOON HALTED 
TI1MEDIATELY, ONE CCl<llI1AND DETONIrED CLAYr10RE WAS FIRED AND RES­
UlTED IN 2 USf"lC KIA J 3 USMC WIA (D. 
B. DETOOATION (F THE CLAYMORE WAS FOLLOWED BY 5 5£1ALL EXPLOSIONS 
1'-1 THE AIR WITH LITTLE COOCUSSION OR FRAGt4ENTATIOt~. THE EXPLO­
SlooS WERE LOUD LIKE CONCUSSIO~l GRE~JADES HATHER THAN GAS GRENADES. 
C. THE POINT SQUAD IMivlEDIATELY RECEIVED SAF FRCl'l THE EAST FLANK 
FRCM 1 OR 2. [~VA. 3. NVA WERE SPOTTED 150 l'lEIERS iiORIH, i'lOVING EAST. 
NO LATER EXPLOSIONS WERE HEARD. (THE ORIGINAL 5 EXPLOSIONS COULD 
HAVE BEEN PROPELLING CHARGES FOR ,AN AIR BURST OR ORDN.M~CE COULD 
HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN TREES AND DETONATED.) 
r. AiiTILLERY, 81 r·},:J tlORTARS AND FIXED WING WERE USED ON E~Er1Y 
POSITIOOS WHILE EVACUAT ION WAS ca'1PLETED. 
E. ABOUT (5 HOURS LATER ONE PLATCOtJ i~10VED INT 0 THE AREA OF 
INITIAL C ~TACT AND ALMOST VH1EDIATEL Y TEE rvi.E:~ CUilPLAINED OF BUR­
rUN G SENSA T I CX'JS CF THE EYEL IDS, F OREHE.4D AN D EXPOSED SKI~ PLUS 
CRAr~PS (F THE ARNSt HANDS AND LEGS WITH CONSTRICT ION OF THE MOUTH 
A'JD STa'lACH [\lUSCLES RESUITING U~ NAUSEA. U~HT SUSPECTED CHEMICAL 
AGENT AND f10VED EACK OUT OF AREA. r:OSE r:DIV1DUALS ~'10ST 
~FECTED WERE EVACUATED < 10 MEDEVl\C) 
F. THE POSSIBILITY THAT A DRY AGENT CACHE WAS DETONATED BY ENEMY 
rnDNANCE OR FRIENDL Y SUPPORT IN G ARNS SHOULD NOT 8E OVE RL OOKED AS 

MANY CF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH THE ABOVE 'SYi1PTU1S DID NOT ENTER OR 
C Q'1E NEAR THE AREA OF THE OR IGINAL C ornACT. 
<;. TEERE WERE NO BLISTERS ON TEE SKIN AND 3D l1ED SUSPECTS AGENT 
IJIIS CS. . 
H. TROOPS DID NOT HAVE THEIR GAS MASKS AT THE T I.r1E. 
2. AS 8000 AS WE HA1}E ANYTHI~G FURTHER W THIS, I WILL PASS IT 
OJ TOY au. 
IJi.\RN RE GArms. 
(P-4 . 
1£0 
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P 8644302
FM.CG 111 NNF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
CONFIDENIIAL
OR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

SUBJ: POSSIBLE GAS ATTACK INVOLVING M/3/4 ON 4 MAY 1969
1. DURING OUR CONVERSATION THIS MORNING YOU INQUIRED ON THE
POSSIBLE GAS ATTACK INVOLVING M/3/4 ON 4 MAY. THE FOLLOWING
IS PROVIDED AS INF ORMATION AVAILABLE TO US AT THE PRESENT TIME:
A. AT 0710H THE POINT OF THE LEAD SQUAD OF ONE PLATOON DETECTED
ENEMY CLAYMORES IN VICINITY OF XD 970618. THE PLATOON HALTED
IMMEDIATELY, ONE COMMAND DETONIED CLAYMORE WAS FIRED AND RES-
UITED IN 2 USMC KIA, 3 USMC WIA (E).
B DETONATION OF THE CLAYMORE WAS F OLL OWED BY 5 SMALL EXPLOSIONS
IN THE AIR WITH LITTLE CONCUSSION OR FRAGMENTATION. THE EXPLO-
SI ON S WERE LOUD LIKE CONCUSSION GRENADES RATHER THAN GAS GRENADES.
C. THE POINT SQUAD IMMEDIATELY RECEIVED SAF FROM THE EAST FLANK
FROM 1 OR 2 NVA. 3. NVA WERE SPOTTED 150 METERS NORTH, MOVING EAST.
NO LATER EXPLOSIONS WERE HEARD. (THE ORIGINAL 5 EXPLOSIONS COULD
HAVE BEEN PROPELLING CHARGES FOR AN AIR BURST OR ORDNANCE COULD
HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN TREES AND DETONATED.)
D. ARTILLERY, 81 MM MORTARS AND FIXED WING WERE USED ON ENEMY
POSITIONS WHILE EVACUATION WAS COMPLETED.
E. ABOUT 6 HOURS LATER ONE PLATOON MOVED INTO THE AREA OF
INITIAL CONTACT AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY THE MEN COMPLAINED OF BUR-
NIN G SENSATIONS OF THE EYELIDS, FOREHEAD AND EXPOSED SKIN PLUS
CRAMPS OF THE ARMS, HANDS AND LEGS WITH CONSTRICTION OF THE MOUTH
AND STOMACH MUSCLES RESUITING INR NAUSEA. UNIT SUSPECTED CHEMICAL
AGENT AND MOVED BACK OUT OF AREA. THOSE INDIVIDUALS MOST
AFFECTED WERE EVACUATED (10 MEDEVAC)
F. THE POSSIBILITY THAT A DRY AGENT CACHE WAS DETONATED BY ENEMY
ORDNANCE OR FRIENDLY SUPPORTING ARMS SHOULD NOT BE OVE RL OOKED AS
MANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH THE ABOVE SYMPTOMS DID NOT ENTER OR
COME NEAR THE AREA OF THE ORIGINAL CONTACT.
G. THERE WERE NO BLISTERS ON THE SKIN AND 3D MED SUSPECTS AGENT
WAS CS.
H. TROOPS DID N OT HAVE THEIR GAS MASKS AT THE TIME.
2. AS SOON AS WE HAVE ANYTHING FURTHER ON THIS, I WILL PASS IT
ON TO YOU.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
420
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ATTACK INVOLVING M/3/4 ON 4 M~ 1969. /IV 
--~/ 

AT 0710H THE POINT OF THE LEAD SQUAD OF ONE PLATOON 

DETECTED ENEMY CLAYMORES IN VICINITY OF XD 970618. THE 

PLATOON HALTED IMMEDIATELY. ONE COMMAND DETONATED CLAYMORE 

WAS F"~ED AND RESULTED IN 2 USMC KIA, 3 USMC WIA (E). 

DETONATION OF THE CLAYMORE WAS FOLLOWED BY 5 SMALL 

EXPLOSIONS IN THE AIR WITH LITTLE CONCUSSION OR FRAGMENTATION. 

THE EXPLOSIONS WERE LOUD LIKE CONCUSSION GRENADES RATHER 

THAN GAS GRENADES. 

THE POINT SQUAD IMMED'ATELY RECEIVED SAF FROM THE EAST 

FLANK FROM 1 OR 2 NVA. 3 NVA WERE SPOTTED 150 METERS NORTH, 

MOVING EAST. NO LATER EXPLOSIONS WERE HEARD. (THE ORIGINAL 

5 EXPLOSIONS COULD HAVE BEEN PROPELLING CHARGES FOR AN AIR 

BURST OR ORDNANCE COULD HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN TREES AND 

DETONATED.) 

ARTILLERY, 81 MM MORTARS AND FIXED WING WERE USED ON 

ENEMY POSITIONS WHILE EVACUATION WAS COMPLETED. 

ABOUT 6 HOURS LATER ONE PLATOON MOVED INTO THE AREA OF 

INITIAL CONTAC:T AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY THE MEN COMPLAINED 

OF BURNING SENSATIONS OF THE EYELIDS, FOREHEAD AND EXPOSED 

SKIN PLUS CHAMPS OF THE ARMS, HANDS AND LEGS WITH CONSTRICTION 

OF THE MOUTH AND STOMACH MUSCLES RESULTING IN NAUSEA. UNIT 

SUSPECTED CHEMICAL AGENT AND MOVED BACK OUT OF AREA. THOSE 

INDIVIDUALS MOST AFFECTED WERE EVACUATED (10 MEDEVAC). 

DECLASSIFIED 
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6 mayleFOR

Bulue
FOLLOWS

regrestedSUBJECT: POSSIBLE GAS ATTACK INVOLVING M/3/4 ON 4 MAY 1969.

D
AT 0710H THE POINT OF THE LEAD SQUAD OF ONE PLATOON

DETECTED ENEMY CLAYMORES IN VICINITY OF XD 970618. THE

PLATOON HALTED IMMEDIATELY. ONE COMMAND DETONATED CLAYMORE

WAS FIRED AND RESULTED IN 2 USMC KIA, 3 USMC WIA (E).

DETONATION OF THE CLAYMORE WAS FOLLOWED BY 5 SMALL

EXPLOSIONS IN THE AIR WITH LITTLE CONCUSSION OR FRAGMENTATION.

THE EXPLOSIONS WERE LOUD LIKE CONCUSSION GRENADES RATHER

THAN GAS GRENADES.

THE POINT SQUAD IMMEDIATELY RECEIVED SAF FROM THE EAST

FLANK FROM 1 OR 2 NVA. 3 NVA WERE SPOTTED 150 METERS NORTH,

MOVING EAST. NO LATER EXPLOSIONS WERE HEARD. (THE ORIGINAL

5 EXPLOSIONS COULD HAVE BEEN PROPELLING CHARGES FOR AN AIR

BURST OR ORDNANCE COULD HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED IN TREES AND

DETONATED.)

ARTILLERY, 81 MM MORTARS AND FIXED WING WERE USED ON

ENEMY POSITIONS WHILE EVACUATION WAS COMPLETED.

ABOUT 6 HOURS LATER ONE PLATOON MOVED INTO THE AREA OF

INITIAL CONTACT AND ALMOST IMMEDIATELY THE MEN COMPLAINED

OF BURNING SENSATIONS OF THE EYELIDS, FOREHEAD AND EXPOSED

SKIN PLUS CRAMPS OF THE ARMS, HANDS AND LEGS WITH CONSTRICTION

OF THE MOUTH AND STOMACH MUSCLES RESULTING IN NAUSEA. UNIT

SUSPECTED CHEMICAL AGENT AND MOVED BACK OUT OF AREA. THOSE

INDIVIDUALS MOST AFFECTED WERE EVACUATED (10 MEDEVAC).
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THE POSSIBILITY THAT A DRY AGENT CACHE WAS DETONATED 

BY ENEMY ORDNANCE OR FRIENDLY SUPPORTING ARMS SHOULD NOT 

BE OVER LOOKED AS MANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH THE ABOVE 

SYMPTOMS DID NOT ENTER OR COME NEAR THE AREA OF THE ORIGINAL 

CONTACT. 

THERE WERE NO BLISTERS ON THE SKIN AND 3D MED SUSPECTS 

AGENT WAS CS. 

TROOPS DID NOT HAVE THEIR GAS MASKS AT THE TIME. 
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THE POSSIBILITY THAT A DRY AGENT CACHE WAS DETONATED

BY ENEMY ORDNANCE OR FRIENDLY SUPPORTING ARMS SHOULD NOT

BE OVER LOOKED AS MANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH THE ABOVE

SYMPTOMS DID NOT ENTER OR COME NEAR THE AREA OF THE ORIGINAL

CONTACT.

THERE WERE NO BLISTERS ON THE SKIN AND 3D MED SUSPECTS

AGENT WAS CS.

TROOPS DID NOT HAVE THEIR GAS MASKS AT THE TIME.
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01il12.n ,YH- --­
FM :c:e It I lIAr 
TO 'tl I It l'IARDI¥ .-=;~'&':& 
G lit atV . . 
CG _ICAL DXVI SlOtt -'- .. 
ZEM· • 
SEC RET 
FOR _.h!.l~, !'Its!1t-Q't11tT!:R AND MGENGETTYS FROM LIGEN 
NICKERSON 
1. THE FOLLWOING MESSAGE IS READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
o 060526Z ZYH 
FM CG I II MAF 
TO CG XXIV CORPS 
ZEM 
SEC RET 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN STILWELL FROM LIG~N NICKERSON 
ENEMY SITUATION IN I CORPS 
1. AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE THE ENEMY APP~ARS 10 BE R£ADYING HIMSELF TO 
RESUME OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS ONCE AGAIN. WHERE HIS PRINCIPAL EFFORTS 
WILL BE DIRECTED STILL REMAINS UNCLEAR. CERTAINLY HIS POSTURE FAVORS 
MOVES IN SEVERAL AREAS. HE HAS POSITIONED FORCES IN IHE ADJACENT TO 
THE DMZ AND IN WESTERN QUANG TRI. IN IHE sourH FORCES OF DIVISION 
SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE OF AN INCREASING IHREAl 10 QUANG NGAI/MO DUC/DUC 
PHO AREAS. 
2. IN THIS REGARD I BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL THAI Wi MAINIAIN A FLEXIBLE 
AND BALANCED POSTURE DURING THE POTENTIALLY HIGHER THREAT PERIOD 10-
25 MAY IN ORDER TO RESPOND PROMPTLY AND DECISIV~LY ONCE THE ENtMY GO~ 

MIlS HIMSELF OR HIS WHEREABOUTS IS DEIERMINED. 
3. OPERATIONS WHICH KEEP/THE PRESSURE ON HIS LOC'S MAY UPSET OR 
PREEMPT A MAJOR ATTACK. TO THIS iND YOU CONCiPl FOR APACHE SNOW IS 
CERTAINLY MOST APPROPRIATE AND ONE WHICH I FULLY ENDORSE. HOWEVER, 
IN LIGHT OF PRESENT UNCERLAINIY OF IHi ENEMY SITUATION AND IN GRDER 
TO MAlNTAIN A FLEXIBLE POSITION IN rH~ IMMEDIALE FurUR~, I AMIRE­
LUCIANT TO BECOME roo HEAVILY COMMITTED JUST AT THIS TIME. ACCORD-
INGLY, I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR CONSIDERATION OFIDELAYING ENTRY OF 3RD / 
MARDIV UNITS iNTO APACH~ SNOW UNfIL AFTER 25 MAY. tHIS WOULD PERMIT ~ 
ADDITIONAL TIME FORITHE SITUAtION To cLARIFY 'I1HOUI BEING TOO 
DISRUPTIVE TO THE OVERALL CONCEPT FOR THE OPERATION YOU HAVE PLANNED 
FOR THE LOWER DAKRONG-UPPER ASHAU AREA •. AI THE SAME TIME SUFFICIENT 
FORCES WILL BE R£LATIVELY FREE FOR COMMIIMENI SHOULD TH~ ENEMY PR& 
SENT US WITH A LUCRATIVE TARGET. IN THIS REGARD, REQUESl YOU BE 
PREPARED ,TO PROVIDE TWO BN REGT/BDE FORCE WITH NORMAL SUPPORTING ~~ 
SLICE FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN I CORPS ON 12 HOURS NOlICE. 
WARM REGARDS. , 

~ .J" ,... 
~/l j I1fr . 

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY 
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS. 
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0 071205Z ZYH
FM III MAF
TO cs 1ST MARDIV
G
CG AMERICAL DIVISION
ZEM
S E C R E

SIMPSON, MOEN QUILTER AND MGEN GETTYS FROM LIGENFOR
NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLWOING MESSAGE IS READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
060526Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
S E C R E T

EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN STILWELL FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
ENEMY SITUATION IN I CORPS
1. AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE THE ENEMY APPEARS TO BE READYING HIMSELF TO

RESUME OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS ONCE AGAIN. WHERE HIS PRINCIPAL EFFORTS
WILL BE DIRECTED STILL REMAINS UNCLEAR. CERTAINLY HIS POSTURE FAVORS
MOVES IN SEVERAL AREAS. HE HAS POSITIONED FORCES IN THE ADJACENT TO

THE DMZ AND IN WESTERN QUANG TRI. IN THE SOUTH FORCES OF DIVISION
SIZE GIVE EVIDENCE OF AN INCREASING THREAT TO QUANG NGAI/ MO DUC/DUC
PHO AREAS.
2. IN THIS REGARD I BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL THAT WE MAINTAIN A FLEXIBLE
AND BALANCED POSTURE DURING THE POTENTIALLY HIGHER THREAT PERIOD 10-
25 MAY IN ORDER TO RESPOND PROMPTLY AND DECISIVELY ONCE THE ENEMY COM-

MITS HIMSELF OR HIS WHEREABOUTS IS DETERMINED.
3. OPERATIONS WHICH KEEP THE PRESSURE ON HIS LOC'S MAY UPSET OR
PREEMPT A MAJOR ATTACK. TO THIS END YOU CONCEPT FOR APACHE SNOW IS
CERTAINLY MOST APPROPRIATE AND ONE WHICH I FULLY ENDORSE. HOWEVER,
IN LIGHT OF PRESENT UNCERLAINTY OF THE ENEMY SITUATION AND IN GRDER
TO MAINTAIN A FLEXIBLE POSITION IN THE IMMEDIALE FUTURE, I AMIRE-
LUCTANT TO BECOME TOO HEAVILY COMMITTED JUST AT THIS TIME. ACCORD-
INGLY, I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR CONSIDERATION OFIDELAYING ENTRY OF 3RD
MARDIV UNITS INTO APACHE SNOW UNTIL AFTER 25 MAY. THIS WOULD PERMIT
ADDITIONAL TIME FORITHE SITUATION TO CLARIFY WITHOUT BEING TOO
DISRUPTIVE TO THE OVERALL CONCEPT FOR THE OPERATION YOU HAVE PLANNED
FOR THE LOWER DAKRONG- UPPER ASHAU AREA. AT THE SAME TIME SUFFICIENT
FORCES WILL BE RELATIVELY FREE FOR COMMITMENT SHOULD THE ENEMY PRE-
SENT US WITH A LUCRATIVE TARGET. IN THIS REGARD, REQUEST YOU BE
PREPARED TO PROVIDE TWO BN REGT/BDE FORCE WITH NORMAL SUPPORTING
SLICE FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN I CORPS ON 12 HOURS NOTICE.
WARM REGARDS.

8May69SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY

1/5

DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
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SECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN STILWELL FROM LIGEN NICKER'" 
A. YOUR PHB 0842 071700Z MAY 69 
1. DESIGNATIONS OF RESERVE AND EMPLOYMENT OF 9TH MARIIES as 
OUTLINED REF A APPROVED. 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS. 
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A. YOUR PHB 0842 071700Z MAY 69
1. DESIGNATIONS OF RESERVE AND EMPLOYMENT OF 9TH MARIMES AS
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TOPSECRET .. _ -~., ~".1I'E"""'::'C" 
FOR, l'·lGEN TmmSEND, UFO LIGEN STILWELJ...rhU\~ LT~t.h. ~~ ~K I,,,, \~ 
l. THE FOLLOWING l'll:.SSAGE IS ?ASSEDFCtK YOUR INFORi'iAl1Q[~: 
o 131145Z 
Fri LT G 5T IL WELL C G XX IV C OR?S 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III NAF. 
ZEl'l 
TOP 5 E C RET PHS 0382 E. YES GNL Y 
SUEJECT: TRESPASS OF LAOT IAN BORDER 
1. GENERAL TRUONG ANi) I VISITED 3/1 ARVN THIS ::CR[nNG, 
LAN DIN GAr SA IT ALI ON TAC C? ON ROUT E 922 AT APPi1 OXli1I~ T EL Y 
YD 195038. THE. BATTALION IS SlRL[:G CUT ALm:c ROAl), FROd 
THAT pertH r:AST~JARi); AND IS OFEHAT ING TO Il:E rWflTi: 
THERECF. PRINCIPAL TASK CF BATTALION I;:i £0 OrliCK ..JlDES 
at RO,~;) F OR SLidE,) 0u;:PL IES M:D EQ[jIr;~2JH; l(~ Thl~ TIEl 

PAVE D eNE VEi:Y WEll. ,)0 FAR. 
2. F CR REASO~;:::; OF ELE.NEiHAI.. ~t;CURlTY, 2ATT;\LIGi~ CQ:'L,,'~A,~l.i£h 
l'~S SECURITY JET.\C]~IENT;;' DE:fi..O)E.;0 2-30':' ~~;;:T;:;:\.s TO T.~ SOuTi! 
W RO.~D. T?I::', }~CCORDIN 8 TO riA? TRACE, PuT~ Hlfrl ACRO,:):;; r::;: 
7CFlJER. 
3. TRUa~G At~C I CC:J:I:ER iHA! 3AIIALIOl-. COHid\(DER';: 
DISPOSITIONS ARE ENTI~EL': COi~SISTi::.NI wlIti THE Il~HERENI 
RIGHI CF SELF-JCFEi';3:::; A;W THAT THEREFORE HIS DISPOSITIONS 
ARS FLLL Y mAce ORD wITH THE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. 
4 IT IS ::Y [STUArE THAT T:n::: 2.4TTALION 'WILL BE IN Tl£ 
!F'CR[::E;~TIo.\JED POSTL.if:E FO.i ANOTHER 4:::: EOUhc, AT WHICH rL~E 
TEE BATTALION WlLL SrGrl ::CJEL'lE;n G:, A I~ORTtu::HLY AXIS 'f0 
SEARCH A:D CLEAr. THE ?\DGEf' .4;:D LF~,~~~.3 L£ADING AWAY Ff~a:1 
ROUTE S22. 
4. Your: c cc ;'~A;3 E Y ~J G'~:fi::C= r,rE;) r FE '::;P aT HE r O:ff Ol~ l' h~ C h.A~H OF 
TPE 1 ~ 1 2T A ~n D:r:1 L efT JeST vir:::r OF r:-IE 80RJ:n At~ J T 0 T:~ ;:'OLL·I uF 
TIT 3/1 ,,\RV;·; ACTIVITY. C?ERATIlJG O~ FREVIOLSi..Y ;~2Ci:.IVf.J Ir;T;::.;?:~=­
T,~TI8~~ Cf' T::E RCl:, GEf\ .ZiH? TeOK TEE i~ECES2AiiY ACTIO(; TO EXTHACT 
THE T:mf::E PERSONNEL ABOARD T:iE AIRCiMFT, AFTER wHICH. IT;.A: JES­
TR OYE D r:!Y FIRE FR a: A RA M::; FIXED wIN G AIRCHAFT. 

sso ~:arE: DELIVER nl~1EDIATELY 
lr-4 
200 

~ ,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

01315177 ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO C OMUSMACV
INF CG XXIV C ORPS
ZEM
TOPSECRET
FOR M GEN TOWNSEND, INFO LIGEN STILWELL FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOUR YOUR INFORMATION:
0131145Z
FM LTG STILWELL CG XXIV C ORPS
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF .

ZEM
IOPSECRET PHB 0882 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: TRESPASS OF LACTIAN BORDER
1. GENERAL TRUONG AND I VISITED 3/1 ARVN THIS MORNING,
LANDING AT BATTALION TAC CP ON ROUTE 922 AT APPROXIMATELY
YD 195038. THE BATTALION IS STRUNG CUT ALONG ROAD, FROM
THAT POINT EASTWARD; AND IS OPERATING TO THE NORTH
THEREOF. PRINCIPAL TASK OF BATTALION IS TO CHECK SIDES
F ROAD FOR BURIED SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT; IN THIS THEY
HAVE DONE VERY WELL so FAR.
2. CR REASONS OF ELEMENTAL SECURITY, BATTALION COMANDER
HAS SECURITY DETACHMENTS DEPLOYED 2-300 METERS TO THE SOUTH
F ROAD. THIS, ACCORDING TO MAP TRACE, PUTS HIM ACROSS THE
BORDER.
3. TRUOIG AND I CONSIDER THAT BATTALION COMMANDER'S
DISPOSITIONS ARE ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH THE INHERENT
RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE; AND THAT THEREFORE HIS DISPOSITIONS
ARE FULLY IN ACC ORD WITH THE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT.
4 IT IS MY ESTIMATE THAT THE BATTALION WILL BE IN THE
AF ORENENTIONED POSTURE FOR AN OTHER 43 HOURS, AT WHICH TIME
THE BATTALION WILL DEGIN MOVEMENT ON A N ORT HERLY AXIS TO
SEARCH AND CLEAR THE RIDGES AND DRAWS LEADING AWAY FROM
ROUTE 922.
4. YOUR C OC HAS EY NOW RECEIVED THE SP OT REPORT ON THE CRASH OF
THE 101ST ABN DIV LON JUST WEST OF THE BORDER AND TO THE SOUTH OF
THE 3/1 ARVN ACTIVITY. OPERATING ON PREVIOUSLY RECE IVED INTERPRE-
TATION OF THE RCE, GEN1.ZAIS TOOK THE NECESSARY ACTION TO EXTRACT
THE THREE PERSONNEL ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT, AFTER WHICH IT WAS DES-
TR OYE D BY FIRE FROM ARA AND FIXED WING AIRCRAFT.
5. WARM RECARDS.

SS 0 NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
GP-4
200

DECLASSIFIED
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SECRET EIMAF FORM 5216(MEV3-68)

FROM III MAF DATEOPERATION CODE 14 MAY 69
X- ORIGINATOR
A-ACTION/COONIZANCE 1,475DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
1- INFORMATION

COPIES RECOOFCOPYNS-SIGNATURE
SUB INVESTIGATION

iss OF PHUCC MY HAMLETDATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE outIN

N3mm93 CG /REMARKS

ZX
4

25may+
DCG

HASBEEN
SENTDCG AIR

I
A
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D C/S

fordbook

D C/S DM

MDS5/14
IS/S
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DECLASSIFIED 

~ .• .e • 
-~-. MlW= 'nw ,'1. tn. fr-, ' •• i···t ........ , 

~ MG£N TOWNSEND FROM BGEN DOOLEY 
I HVEST IGATION OF THE PHUOC MY HAMLET INCIDENT ON 15 UPRIL 
INVOLVING THE ROKMC 
A. CG III MAF 181500Z APR69 
1 THE BOARD OF INVESTIGATION DISCUSSED IN REF A HAS COM­
PLETED ITS WORK AND SUBMITTED ITS REPORT TO LTGEN LAM. THE 
BOARD WAS COMPOSED OF AN AMERICAN OFFICER (SENIOR MEMBER), 
A VIETNAMESE OFFICER AND A KOREAN OFFICER • .FOLLOWING 
IS A SYNOpSIS OF THE SIGNIFICANT RECOMMENDATIONS: 

A. THAT ROKMC BDE MAKE SOLATIUM PAYMENTS ASAP 
FOR THE DEATHS, WOUNDS AND PROPERTY DAMAGE SUSTAINED 
BY CIVILIANS AS A RESULT OF THE INCIDENT. 

B. THAT ROKMG BDE TAKE APPROPRIATE DISCIPLINARY 
ACTION AGAINST THOSE RESPONSIBLE FO~ THE DEATHS, 
INJURIES AND PROPERTY DAMAGE. ' 

C. THAT I CORPS, TOGETHER WITH ROKMC BDt:, EMBARK 
ON AN IMMEDIATE, VIGOROUS PSYOPS/CIVIC ACTION PROGRAM 
DESIGNED TO BETTER RELAT IONS BETWEEl'i THE R OKMC AND 
THE CIVILIAN POPULACE IN THE ROKMC TAOR. 

D. THAT SECURITY FOR THE ROAD SWEEP ON HIGHWAY NR 1 
FROM THE CAU IAU BRIDGE TO 'tHE BA REN BRIDGE (UREA OF 
DISSENSION BETWEEN ROKMC AND VN MILITARY AND CIVILIAN) 
BE PROVIDED BY ARVN (Rn. 

E. THAT REGULAR AND SUSTAINED LIAISON BE ESTABLISHED 
AND MAINTAINED BETWEEN ROKMC BDE UNITS PROVIDING ROAD SWEEP 
SECURITY AND THE ARVN (RF UNITS) WHENEVER THEY OPERATE IN 
CLOSE PROXIMITY. 
2. I POINT OUT THAT THESE ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF JHE 
BOARD. THE REPORT OF 1'1 ND INGS OF fACTS, OPINIONS AND RECO~MEN­
DATIONS WAS SUBMITTED TO LTGEN LAM SUNDAY EVENING, 11 MAY, 
FOR RIS FINAL ACTION. COPIES Of THE INVESTIGATION HAVE BEEN 
PROVIDED LIGEN NICKERSON AND BGEr-1 LEE. DUE TO THE LENGTH OF 
THE REPORT, I SERIOUSLY DOUBT THAT IT HAS BEEN TRANSLATED 
INTO VIETNAMESE OR KOREAN AT THIS TIME. 
3. I DO NOT KNOW WHAT BGEN LEE'S REACTION TO THE REPORT WAS 
OR WILL BE. HOWEVER, I SUBMIT THAT HE AND HIS MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD WERE MOST COOPERATIVE THROUGHOUT THE INVESTIGATION. 
I AM SURE THAT HIS MEMBER KEPT HIM ADVISED OF THE PROCEEDINGS. 

,4. I WILL INFORM YOU WHEN LTGEN LAM·S ACTION IS COMPLETED 
II SHOULD ANYTHING OF SIGNIFICANCE OCCUR BEFORE THAT TIME. WE 
IILL THEN PROVIDE. YOU WITH A COpy OF THE COMPLETED INIf~lGA.­
ftON. 
I AS THE INVEST IGAT ION HAS JUST BEE N COMPLETED AND ALlrlftJIII 

VE NOT HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW/UPPROVE THE "li:~ .. 
CQlfMENDATIONS, I WOULD URGE CAUTION IN ANY BRIEFINGS,! . 

CoSS10NS OUTSIDE THE US FAMILY AT 1HIS TIME. 

ntt: PREtEDENCE fOR TRANSMISSION ONLY. 
W€)RK1IS nURSe 

DECLASSIFIED 

-.e· 

DECLASSIFIED

FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM BGEN DOOLEY
INVESTIGATION OF THE PHUOC MY HAMLET INCIDENT ON 15 UPRIL
INVOLVING THE ROKMC
A. CG III MAF 181500Z APR 69
1 THE BOARD OF INVESTIGATION DISCUSSED IN REF A HAS COM-
PLETED ITS WORK AND SUBMITTED ITS REPORT TO LIGEN LAM. THE
BOARD WAS COMPOSED OF AN AMERICAN OFFICER (SENIOR MEMBER),
A VIETNAMESE OFFICER AND A KOREAN OFFICER. FOLLOWING
IS A SYNOPSIS OF THE SIGNIFICANT RECOMMENDATIONS:

A. THAT ROKMC BDE MAKE SOLATIUM PAYMENTS ASAP
FOR THE DEATHS, WOUNDS AND PROPERTY DAMAGE SUSTAINED
BY CIVILIANS AS A RESULT OF THE INCIDENT.

B. THAT ROKMC BDE TAKE APPROPRIATE DISCIPLINARY
ACTION AGAINST THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATHS,
INJURIES AND PROPERTY DAMAGE.

C. THAT I CORPS, TOGETHER WITH ROKMC BDE, EMBARK
ON AN IMMEDIATE, VIGOROUS PSYOPS/CIVIC ACTION PROGRAM
DESIGNED TO BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ROKMC AND
THE CIVILIAN POPULACE IN THE ROKMC TAOR.

D. THAT SECURITY FOR THE ROAD SWEEP ON HIGHWAY NR 1

FROM THE CAU IAU BRIDGE TO THE BA REN BRIDGE (UREA OF
DISSENSION BETWEEN ROKMC AND VN MILITARY AND CIVILIAN)
BE PROVIDED BY ARVN (RF).

E. THAT REGULAR AND SUSTAINED LIAISON BE ESTABLISHED
AND MAINTAINED BETWEEN ROKMC BDE UNITS PROVIDING ROAD SWEEP
SECURITY AND THE ARVN (RF UNITS) WHENEVER THEY OPERATE IN
CLOSE PROXIMITY.
2. I POINT OUT THAT THESE ARE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
BOARD. THE REPORT OF FINDINGS OF FACTS, OPINIONS AND RECOMMEN-
DATIONS WAS SUBMITTED TO LIGEN LAM SUNDAY EVENING, 11 MAY,
FOR HIS FINAL ACTION. COPIES OF THE INVESTIGATION HAVE BEEN
PROVIDED LIGEN NICKERSON AND BGEN LEE. DUE TO THE LENGTH OF
THE REPORT, I SERIOUSLY DOUBT THAT IT HAS BEEN TRANSLATED
INTO VIETNAMESE OR KOREAN AT THIS TIME.
3. I DO NOT KNOW WHAT BGEN LEE'S REACTION TO THE REPORT WAS
OR WILL BE. HOWEVER, I SUBMIT THAT HE AND HIS MEMBER OF THE
BOARD WERE MOST COOPERATIVE THROUGHOUT THE INVESTIGATION.
I AM SURE THAT HIS MEMBER KEPT HIM ADVISED OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

I WILL INFORM YOU WHEN LIGEN LAM'S ACTION IS COMPLETED
SHOULD ANYTHING OF SIGNIFICANCE OCCUR BEFORE THAT TIME. WE

ILL THEN PROVIDE YOU WITH A COPY OF THE COMPLETED INVESTIGA-
ION.
AS THE INVESTIGATION HAS JUST BEEN COMPLETED AND AL
VE NOT HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW/UPPROVE THE
COMMENDATIONS, I WOULD URGE CAUTION IN ANY BRIEFINGS/
SCUSSIONS OUTSIDE THE US FAMILY AT THIS TIME.

SO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY. DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS.
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MARINE HBIOUS ORCE

000.038/OUT FILE:DH TEMAF FORM 5216(REV 3+69)
OPERATION CODE FROM DATE

14 MAY 69€6COSNIFANCE
SENAL#/CONTROL DATEC COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

1- INFORMATION
6141230Z MAY 69S SIGNATURE 2COPY * OF COPIES RECO

DATE SUBJECTROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL
FOR LTGEN STILWELLIN OUT

N
I C6 REMARKS

Z
y

DCG T THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN

C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS
DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.

DC/S PLAN

5/15
S/S I 12 KORIG: s/s

FOR

6-1 REL: 66
G-2

Has
dy
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3 6-3
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CONFIDENTZY

ROM OA

FOR
SERIAL #

COPY# 2 OF 6 COPIES RECD1192562 MAY 6
SUBJECT

SIONAT UREDATE within STANDALL

5115
SIGNATUREDATE

COPIES

COPIES
COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANOI GS DOCUMENT
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DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIA

OTTCZYLL RHMMAFA2078 1341230-CCCC--RUMBPA.
2NY CCCCC

OR

0 1412302 MAY 69
PM CG 331 MAY DNG RVN
TO RUMLEPA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB RVN
BI
CONFIDEN I ? a L/FOR LIGER STALWELL FROM LIGEN MACKERSON
SUBJ: VISIT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE (C)

30 .HAD MY CHIEF CALL CARTER TOWNSEND TODAY TO DETERMINE WHETHER THEME
VAS ANY GUIDANCE TO BE ISSUED CONCERNING BRAZFINGS FOR MR. ROGERS.
SPECIFICALLY, CARTER UAS ASKED IF WE WOULD RECEIVE ANY FALL-OUT FROM
GENERAL ABRAMS VISIT WITH THE PRESIDENT YESTERDAY OR IF II IS ANTECIPA-
TED THAT HE, GENERAL AGRAMS, WOULD FORWARD ANY GUIDANCE UPON HES RETURN
THE ANSWER WAS NEGATIVE IN BOTH CASES. CARTER DED EMPHASIZE THAT MR.
ROGERS DESIRED THAT THE BRIEFINGS BE KEPT TO AN AB SOLUTE MANIMUM AND
THAI HIS TIME BE SPENT PRINCIPALLY IN VISITING UNITS AND PEOPLE. HE
ASKED THAT THE BRIEFINGS BE KEPT LOV-KEY, AVOIDING ANY CONTROVERSIME
ISSUES WHICH ARE MORE APPROPRIATELY AUDRESSED BY GENERAL ABRAMS. HE
FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT OUR BRIEFINGS STICK TO THE FACTS WITHOUT ANY
EDITORIALIZING.
3. THE ABOVE IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION
GP-4
BT
2071

HAS BEEN SENT

CONFIDENTIAL2 OF
6

COPIES111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COPY
30

DECLASSIFIED
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• • • • . HEADQU TERS . 
it MARINE AMPHIBiOUS FORe!" ~ • 

TQf.JEl! -
m ~AF ~~RM 5216(REV3-SB) 

. vn:."~ Itvn C(X)£ FROM I DATE 
x- ORIGINATOR CO Itl ~, 141(!~'Z MAY EI9 
A - ACTION I COGN 'ZANC! 

1.li-illAI ~ '''''-uN IINL DATE 1,2,3 C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 
I - I N FORMATION . 

1~1fj~Z 4 COPIES RECO S-SIGNA;'URE ICOPT • OF 

SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
ISUBJEC1 

;ROIJTE 
ltI .. OUT J EXP~OtfATJJ)N OF BAil AREA 6fT 

• CG :\ 4 -~ ttl REMARKS~ 
Tt DCG I .. ~ I "y 

THtI ....- MAY NOT BE RETAINED , 
DCG AIR -- lv.Mft MttHT. EJCCEPT AS NOTED I N FORCE 

!l.... CIS rL \i""\/" Mel .. ,1.11.4 __ 

DCIS 
, 

THE EORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE 
ioc/s PLAN / .n.-:::- w( ALL PERSON' StCIHT1:rt-ntiS 

J SIS ::;:::...- _ril/cL 'lfi{1l-
G -I L I ..... ~c4S~ 
G-2 

G-3 I-.J 11 •• ~ V 
H i4S 1$?, 1.# 0-4 r f 

(j-e ~ r-.-
G-$ ... 

CAP 

ADJ 

CORDS 

~MB/TRANS 

ENGR 
Has CO 

INSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 
LEGAL 

PMO 
sac 

S~T 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET III MAF FORM 5216(REV/3-68)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
CG 111 MAF 1410002 MAY 69X- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL# / CONTROL DATE 1,2,3COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

1- INFORMATION 1410002 4 COPIES RECOCOPY *SIGNATURE OF
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTION
EXPLOITATION OF BASE AREA 6N7

ROUTE CODE
OUTIN

NMay
3 ISCG REMARKS

15 may
nx4 THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINEDDCG

OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCEDCG AIR

ORDER P5511.42 1C/S

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE

DC/S PLAN SIONED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

5/14
AM

HAS

BEEN

SEWT
<<

I DOCUMENT.HS/S
G-1

G-2

HAS
copy

G-3

speaker

G-4
G-5
G-6

CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO
sac

TOP SECRET
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0-"11Ift-ZV-II 
fill ca lIt ..., 

.. .. 

TO CG XXIV crn PS 
ZEM 
TOP SEC RET EYE S 0 NL Y 

DECLASSIFIED 

FCR LT GEN ST ILWELL FR (11 LT GEN NICKER SON 
SUBJ: EXPLOITATION OF' BASE AREA 607 
A. CG XXIV CeEPS 130054Z MAY69 (TS) 
1. YOUR REQUEST WHICH SPEAKS OF' THE SUSPECTED 

.. . b ~i 

PRESENCE OF' CONSIDERABLE ENEMY SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
IN BA~ AR EA 607 IS VIEWED WITH I NT EREST. 
2. MILilTARILY YOUR-THHNG IS Gom IN ONE SENSE IN THAT 
YOUR FtRCES ARE AVAILABLE AND POISED FeR THE RIF 
REQUE ST ED. IN AN OT HER SE NSE, I DON ar DESIR E TO HAVE 

.,rCRCES Ccr1MrrTED THERE IF' AVOIDABLE BECAUSE OF HIGHER 
\fRlCRITY CD!1PLETING REQUIREMENTS ELSEWHERE IN I COOPS. 
3-. AT THIS POINT IN TIME, BA 607 POSES NO IMMED lATE 
TrREAT. FCRCES WHICH WOULD BE HEQUIRED TO ENGAGE THAT 
TAR GET CAN BE M CRE PH OF" IT A aE EMPL DYED IN THOSE AR EAS 
WHERE THE THREAT IS l~STANT, CONSTArvT, Ai'{) DEFINITLY 
MORE CERTAIN. rflY f1AJ.:R CONCERN AT THE MOMENT IS F'm 
THOSE AREAS WHERE TROOP DENSITY IS INADEQUATE. COR­
RECTION OF' THIS SITUATION MUST BE MY PRIORITY UNDER­
TAKING FOR NOW. 
4. I N V lEW OF r HE A BOV E, I DON or I NT E NO TOT A KE A CT I ON 
ON yom PH OPOSAL AT THIS TIME. MEANWHILE, REQUEST YOU 
OBTA1N SUCH ADDITIONAL INTELLHENCE AS POSSIBLE (CCN> 
TO STRENGTHEN THE CASE. I SUSPECT, AS YOU DO, THAT THE 
SUPPL lES ARE T HERE. REGARDS. 

ssa NOTE: PRECEDENCE FeR TRANSMISSION ONL Y, DELIVER DURING 
W rn KIN G HOUR s. 

GP-4 
2010 

N~_ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 14 16892
FM ce III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
T PSECRET EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN STILWELL FR OM LTGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: EXPL OITATION OF BASE AREA 607
A. CG XXIV CORPS 130054Z MAY69 (TS)
1. YOUR REQUEST WHICH SPEAKS OF THE SUSPECTED
PRESENCE OF CONSIDERABLE ENEMY SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT
IN BASE AREA 607 IS VIEWED WITH INTEREST.
2. MILITAR ILY YOUR - TIMING IS GOOD IN ONE SENSE IN THAT
YOUR FORCES ARE AVAILABLE AND POISED FOR THE RIF
REQUESTED. IN ANOTHER SENSE, I DO NOT DESIRE TO HAVE
FORCES COMMITTED THERE IF AVOIDABLE BE CAUSE OF HIGHER
PRIORITY COMPLETING REQUIREMENTS ELSEWHERE IN I CORPS
3. AT THIS POINT IN TIME, BA 607 POSES NO IMMEDIATE
THREAT. FORCES WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED TO ENGAGE THAT
TAR GET CAN BE MORE PROFITABLE EMPLOYED IN THOSE AREAS
WHERE THE THREAT IS INSTANT, CONSTANT, AND DEFINITLY
MORE CERTAIN. MY MAJOR CONCERN AT THE MOMENT IS FOR
THOSE AREAS WHERE TROOP DENSITY IS INADEQUATE. COR-
RECTION OF THIS SITUATION MUST BE MY PRIORITY UND ER-
TAKING FOR NOW.
4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, I DO NOT INTEND TO TAKE ACTION
ON YOUR PR OP OSAL AT THIS TIME. MEANWHILE, REQUEST YOU
OBTAIN SUCH ADDITIONAL INTELLIGENCE AS POSSIBLE (CCN
TO STRENGTHEN THE CASE. I SUSPECT, AS YOU DO, THAT THE
SUPPLIES ARE THERE. REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY, DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS.

GP-4
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! MIt ""'T EXCEPT 4S NOTED I N FORCE 

Mp-~~F-blrt"'-.,....--t-""'-r~"'-1..,i:J·'" '-8&11.4_. 

THE AlCORO OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE 
~-t----..... ~~ __ - ... - ...... --~ IlGNED BY ALL PERSON. SIGHTINB THIS 

DECLASSIFIED 

.' 
DECLASSIFIED
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TOP SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE FROM DATE

*- ORIGINATOR
A--ACTION / COGNIZANCE 14 MAY 60

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC- COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1- INFORMATION 45 1,2,3-SIGNATURE 1416527 COPY# OF 4 COPIES RECO

DATE SUBJECTROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL
IN OUT PHASE 11 PIERCE VALLEY

3
N15 may

CG REMARKS

Mary
4

ny

DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

192
DCG AIR OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE

H ORDER P5511.4C/S

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BEDC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

5/15IS/S 2 DOCUMENT.
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lto=tERICAL DIVIS'I~ 
ZEM ,~;. ,c, -i. . 

DECLASSIFIED 
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TOP SEC RET EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN GETTYS FROM LTGEN NICKERSOO 
PHASE II PIERCE VALLEY 
1. WHILE REC OGN IZIN G THE Y WERE DELAYED IN IN IT IAT IN G 
<FERATICWS, THE RETURNS FROM DELTA FORCE TO DATE HAVE NOT BEEN 
TOO REMUNERAT IVE IN PRODUCING HARD INTELL IGENCE INFORMAT 100. 
\\£9LL NEED TO KNOW A GREAT DEAL MORE BEFORE A RECOMMENDATION 
CAN BE SUEMITTED TO GEN ABRAMS WITH RESPECT TO PHASE II 
PIERCE VALLEY. OUR EXPERIENCE INDICATES THE NEED FOR A 
MAXIMUM REC'CW EFF ORT FR(IYl NOW UNT IL 25 MA Y SINCE I BELIEVE 
CCMUSMACV WILL BE EXPECTING A RECCMMENDATION BY THEN. 
2. CLOSELY RELATED TO THE PRIORITY REQUIREMENT FOR SOLID 
DlTELLI GENCE INF 0 ON THE KHAM DUC/SA 614 AREA IS AN ASSESSMENT 
(f THE THREAT NOW FACING YOU IN THE AMERICAL AO AND ITS 
lMPACT CW YOUR ABILITY TO RELEASE FORCES FOR PHASE II OPS 
IN PIERCE VALLEY IF A DECISION IS MADE TO EXECUTE. 
-3, TO ASSIST ME IN DEVEL OPING A RECOMMENDED COURSE OF ACTION 
I WOULD APPRECIATE 'HAVING YOUR VIEWS BY 25 MAY ON THE 
FOLLOWING PLUS ANY OTHER FACTORS YOU COOSIDER PERTINENT: 

A. AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ENEMY SITUATION NOT ONLY OF 
KHAM DUCI SA 112 AREA BUT IN THE ENT IRE AMERICAL AQ AS WELL 

S. A REC(Jt1MENDATION AS TO EXECUTION, POSTPONEMENT OR 
CANCELLATICW CF PHASE II WITH SUPPORTING/RATIONALE. 

C. AMERICAL 9 S CAPABILY TO EXECUTE SUBSEQUENT PHA!:ES 
(f' PIERCE VALLEY (IF SUCH A DECISION IS MADE) WITH PERHAPS 
OJL Y TWO ADDl! IOOAL ARVN BNS AN D NO US REINF ORCEMENTS. 
w\RM REGARDS 
CiJ-4 
all 

. , . 

DECLASSIFIED 

.~" ... _. 
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TO SS O AMERICAL DIVISION
ZEM
TOPSECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN GETTYS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
PHASE II PIERCE VALLEY
1. WHILE REC OGN IZING THEY WERE DELAYED IN INITIATING
OPERATIONS THE RETURNS FROM DELTA FORCE TO DATE HAVE N OT BEEN
TOO REMUNERATIVE IN PRODUCING HARD INTELLIGENCE INF ORMATION.
WE'LL NEED TO KN OW A GREAT DEAL M ORE BEFORE A RECOMMENDATION
CAN BE SUBMITTED TO GEN ABRAMS WITH RESPECT TO PHASE II
PIERCE VALLEY. OUR EXPERIENCE INDICATES THE NEED FOR A
MAXIMUM RECION EFFORT FROM NOW UNT IL 25 MAY SINCE I BELIEVE
COMUSMACV WILL BE EXPECTING A RECOMMENDATION BY THEN.
2. CLOSELY RELATED TO THE PRIORITY REQUIREMENT F OR SOLID
INTELLIGENCE INFO ON THE KHAM DUC/BA 614 AREA IS AN ASSESSMENT
OF THE THREAT NOW FACING YOU IN THE AMERICAL AO AND ITS
IM PACT ON YOUR ABILITY TO RELEASE FORCES FOR PHASE II OPS
IN PIERCE VALLEY IF A DECISION IS MADE TO EXECUTE.
3. TO ASSIST ME IN DEVELOPING A RECOMMENDED COURSE OF ACTION
I WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING YOUR VIEWS BY 25 MAY ON THE
FOLLOWIN PLUS ANY OTHER FACTORS YOU CONSIDER PERTINENT:

A. AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ENEMY SITUATION NOT ONLY OF
KHAM DUC/BA 112 AREA BUT IN THE ENTIRE AMERICAL AO AS WELL.

B. A REC OMMENDATION AS TO EXECUTION, POST PONEMENT OR
CANCELLATION OF PHASE II WITH SUPPORTING RATIONALE.

C. AMERICAL'S CAPABILY TO EXECUTE SUBSEQUENT PHA SES
OF PIERCE VALLEY (IF SUCH A DECISION IS MADE) WITH PERHA PS
ONLY TWO ADDITIONAL ARVN BNS AND NO US REINFORCEMENTS.
WA RM RE GARDS
GP-4
201

ANNN

HAS SBEEN SENT
TOP SECRET

(31/11)
DECLASSIFIED
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HEADQUARTERS

MARINE AMPI IOUS FORCE

SECRET EMAF FORM 5216 (REV3-66

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
18 MAY 69ce 111 MAFx- ORIGINATOR

A-ACTION/COMMINANCE
1,898SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

15140521-INFORMATION
COPIES RECOOFCOPY#S-SIGNATURE

su NECTDATE
INITIAL REQ FOR BRICADECODESECTIONROUTE OUTIN

x 16map3 CG /REMARKS

NX
16 maby

DCG

1 1gr5 DCG AIR

I2 C/S

get Is

HAS
BEEN

D C/S

D C/S DM

5/16
IS/S/

G-I

SENT

G-2

G-3
G-4

G-5

been

G-6
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CAP
CORDS

EMB/TRANS

ENGR

for

T

of

7

H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
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SEc.-I t, L. 
fOt-( M<EN TOWNS!!.NiJ, CHll!./' 01< !JTAo MA~V I-HOM LT G:N Ni(;~HSON 
A. (;G Hl NAr 12104~ MAl' ti9 
B. liOMUSMAliV MAt.:' 6135 141248Z MAY 69 
li. liOiyj USM Al.iV l'IAl.i 6169 141459Z MAY 69 
D. liG 11.1 (YJAF 14172~ NAY 69 
1. iN Rc.1' A l. I!. X Ph!!. :j;:>l!..l) MY V il!: W ~ l;ONl;t.nN iN G T HI!: THREAT S .J.N 
NORTHEkl'~ Alvu ::;OUIHihr'l .i. (,Ot~P::i, THl!. l.Mt'Ll ... Al.LON 01' SHHT lNG 
XXiV "'Onl-'S e.Lt.I'l!!.NT.:J ::iOUlHWAnu Ai lH!;:) T .i.Ml!. ANi) nl!.l,;OMMl!.NDED 
I HAt Al'l AuuJ.1 J.Or .. AL BUl:!. ::;.J.£t..l) 1'0nl.l!. Bt!. Vl!.PLOYc.V TO I ... OnP;;j TO 
lr>l ... nl!.A~e.. IHi:. lnOOf' ul!.N::>.J.l Y INIHc. AMl!.HIl-AL ul.vlSlON 'AO. 
WM IN Ll GHT 01' (;ONT INUr..V t:Nt:MY P/"i,!!:SSUlt~ IN Sll..TZ AND THE 
i'AliT THAT l.iHAHLh. i.i1.11Y'S rOn ... l!.;;) Ant. ::>e.vl!.n!!.Ly lAXl:!.V iN 
i'ie..l!.lli'l/G IHc. 11\jl.inl:!.A~l:!.Jj lHnl!.AT 1 HAVe.. Ot-ttil!.t-tr..v THE DEFLOYMENT 
I OVA Y Or A 2 BN Bul:!. 01' 1101.::>1 Avi .. u ... 11 (AM) TOT Alii KY ANti 
PLA ... !!.u 11 Ur.JU.c.n IHe. OP ... ON Or' AMl:!.ii,l"AL u.J.VISION. (REF D). 
iHl!. Ali'LOAl :=iLl' HAt;) Bl!.l!.N PO.:J1J10rlll!.JJ Orr THt. ...aA;:,l J::Sc.1Wr..l!.N lAM 
KY ANU QUANI:i NGAl AVA.l.LABLt. rOt( J.lVj[rjc.!)J.ATl:!. Vl!.pLOYMt:NT IF' 
ri1!.QUln1!.iJ. THl!. Sl!.liOI\lU t;)LF, \,-U(\l\l!.NTLy r..NuAt:.CU A:;iHOI1l!: ,iN OPN 
0AnlNI:i /"ir..I:3l!.L, HA::i Bl!.l!.N ALl!.nTl!.D TO Bt.: Pt-(l!.PAkl!.D TO nli:-EMBAI1K 
ON Y HO lJI1 S NOI l~i 10A.:J;:' Wll:!. T Hl!. nOLl:!. OJ< A MOB lL E n.l!: :;i.l!./"iVr... 
3. A::> YOU At\!!. WeLl.. .AWA"e. (nl!.I' li) T H~ l!.Nl!.MY HA::; SUB!::>T ANT IALL Y 
INl.l1.l!.A::;l!.D HI:::) rOI\\'-l!.;;) 11'--4 AI'"J) NOHTH Or THl!. IJil jZ ANU Wl!.!::>TenN QUANu 
ltd. 
4. AS NOT!!.u Ii\l nt.l' A l' Hl!.1il!. l:;i A Nl!.t.U TO IN",nl!.A:::)l!. I fit. InOOP 
ikN::;l1 Y 11\1 1 He. ::il.I.I1Z H .:JAI lwrA"'lOn¥ PnOt:itr..::>::i IS TO B.l!. MADl!. 
rOWA/"iD IMPHOVING OUI1 PA",lrI",AlI0I'l l!.HOltl~ THl!.nc.. 1Hr.. Pn.l!;!::>.l!.NT 
.1.i-4 ... n.t!.A::>l!.u IHne.A1 HiGl1LJ.UHlu 1 He. PnOBLl!.I¥j. ALIHOUI:iH MY 
Pnl!.I'-l!./"il!.N{;l!. WA:;) NOT TO SHIrT XX IV ~OnPS c.Lr..!YJl!.NI;:) ~ON::>Iu!!.l'dNG 
lHe N0I11Hr:.nN 'fHI1l!.AT, THl!. Un(io..N ... t Or THl!: SOUfHiRN S!TUAT ION 
AT THIS T 1Mt: Dll-IAT!!.J) 1H!!. "'OUI-(S£ O~ A ... 1 lON .L HAVE l-HO::il!.N 
NOTWl1H::ilAl'~D.Lj~\J IHl!. I1L:lKt;) INVOLvi!.u. 
5.1 Bl!.Lil!.vl!. 1HAi W.Llli 1M.!!. Fon .... J!.;:;, NOW ALLO ... All!.U 10 ::iI"'ll. WC; 
... AN ... OUI't1l!.l\ 1 He. "Unne.i\l1 1 HI1c.Al T Henl!.. HO WE Vl!:t-t , T HEOVEKALL 
BALANl-i!: Of' rOn ... l!.::> nM1AIN::i I.Il!.LlvA'II!. IN Vl!!.W of THt: DUAL lH/"iEAT 
Wl!: FA!,;l!.. TO C()'IJBAT TH.LS THREAT I WOULD Pt(Sfl!.n TO ilETUt-tN THi!: 
l:!.Ll!:Ml!:NTS OF' 1Hl!. 101;.-)[ ABN uIV (AM) TO XX.LV liORP::; TO PROVIDE 
DICK ST ILW.!!:LL WII H SOMl!. I'Ll!.XI BIL iT Y to til!. ACT AND 10 BOL ST l!.t( 
IHl!. AMl!.RlCAL J)lViSION WITH A BHlGADl!: FnOM SOUI1l,;t:S l!.XTl!:/"iNAL 
TO III (YlAfo", lit Pl'tOVIDl!.U. ' 
6. A~l,;ORDING..Y, TO IMPKOVE MY Pt-tr..Sl!:NT PO::,TURE IN LIGHT of 
'CHi!; DUAL THnl!.AT F'A~ING U:::; ANU TO t(AI::it. THl!. TKOOP.DENSITY TO 
A Lt:Vl!:L WHICH Pr..RM IT s US TO MOV.l!. AH.I!:AD t OWAhD ::>OLVIN G T Hl!: 
PA(;l!"!l,;ATION sITUATION IN 31l.iTZ, I HEAFF'IRM THE REQUIREMENT 
FOR THl!.: DPLOYMl!.NT O£o- AN ADUlT J.ONAL 8RltiAtil!. r·Ot-tl-.!!. TO I L:OHPS. 
7. AS A RELATED MATTER THIS MORNING I HEt:OMMENDl!.D TO LT GEN 
LAM THAT H~ CON "OYING AN Aj'N ... ,.. NoRTH TO THE 
TWO SOlTfHERN PH . HE ,DmlfUlftl tilt _ SID!!:RING 

G AN ADDlT 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COM
ZEM
S CHFIT
FOR M GEN TOWNSEND, CHIEF OF ST Arr MACV FROM LT GEN NICKERSON
A. CG iii MAr 1210402 MAY 09
B. COMUSMALV MAC 6135 141248Z MAY 69
U. COMUSMACV MAC 6139 1414592 MAY 69
D. UG 111 MAF 1417282 MAY 69
1. IN REF A 1 EXPRESSED MY VIEWS CONCERNING THE THREATS IN
NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN 1 CORPS, THE IMPLICAT ION OF SHIFT ING
XXIV CORPS ELEMENTS SOUTHWARD A1 THIS T IME AND RECOMMENDED
THAI AN ADDM ONAL BUE SIZED . Once Be DEPLOYED TO I CORPS TO
INCREASE THe 1R00P DENSITY IN 1 He AMERICAL DIVISION AO.WM IN LIGHT or CONT INUED ENEMY PRESSURE IN SICTZ AND THE
FACT THAT CHARLIE GETTY'S FORCES ARE SEVERELY TAXED IN
MEETING THe INCREASED THREAT i HAVE ORDERED THE DEPLOYMENTTODAY or A 2 BN Bue or 10151 AVN DIV (AM) TO T AM KY AND
PLACED 11 UNDER 1 He OPOON or AMERICAL DIVISION. (REF D).
THE AFLOAT SL HAS BEEN Posit IONED OFF THE COASI BETWEEN TAMKY AND QUAN G NGAI AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DEPLOYMENT IF
REQUIRED. THE SECOND SLF, CURRENTLY ENGAGED ASHORE IN OPN
DARING REBEL, HAS BEEN ALERTED TO BE PREPARED TO RE-EMBAR KON Y HOURS NOT ICE TO ASSIME THE ROLE OF A MOBILE RESERVE.
3. AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE (REF (i) THE ENEMY HAS SUBSTANTIALLY
INCREASED HIS FORCES IN AND NORTH Or THE DMZ AND WESTERN QUANGTRI.
4. AS NOTED IN REM A THERE IS A NEED TO INCREASE THE TROOP
DENSITY IN He 51012 11 SAI forACTORY PROGRESS IS TO BE MADETOWARD IMPROVING OUR PACIFICATION EFFORTS THERE. THE PRESENTINCREASED THREAT HIGHLIGHTS 1 He PROBLEM. ALTHOUGH MY
PREFERENCE WAS NOT TO SHIPT XXIV CORPS ELEMENTS CONSIDERING
THE NORTHERN THREAT, THE UR GENCY or THE SOUTHERN SITUAT ION
AT THIS TIME DICTATED THE COURSE OF ACTION 1 HAVE CHOSEN
NOTWITHSTANDING THE RISKS INVOLVED.
5. I Believe THAI WITH 1 He FORCES NOW ALLOVAIED TO SIGIZ WE
VAN COUNTER 1 He GURRENT 1 HKEA1 THERE. HOWEVER, THE OVERALL
BALANCE OF FORCES REMAINS DELICATE IN VIEW OF THE DUAL THREATWE FACE. TO COMBAT THIS THREAT I WOULD PREFER TO RETURN THEELEMENTS OF THE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) TO XXIV CORPS TO PROVIDE
DICK STILWELL WITH SOME FLEXIBILITY TO REACT AND TO BOLSTERTHE AMERICAL DIVISION WITH A BRIGADE FROM SOURCES EXTERNAL
TO III MAF, IF PROVIDED.
6. ACCORDINGLY, TO IMPROVE MY PRESENT POISTURE IN LIGHT OF
THE DUAL THREAT FACING US AND TO RAISE THE TR00P DENSITY TOA LEVEL WHICH PERMITS US TO MOVE AHEAD TOWARD SOLVING THEPACIFICATION SITUATION IN SICTZ, I REAFFIRM THE REQUIREMENTFOR THE DPLOYMENT OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE FORCE TO I CORPS.
7. AS A RELATED MATTER THIS MORNING I RECOMMENDED TO LT GENLAM THAT HE CONSIDER MOVING AN ARVN FROM THE NORTH TO THETWO SOUTHERN PROVINCES. HE INDICATED SIDERINGMOVING AN ADDIT
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SECRET HIMAF FORM 5216(REV3-60)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

8 III MAY MAY "X- ORIGINATOR
A-ACTION/COONIZANCE

DATEc-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3:- INFORMATION
COPIES RECOCOPY# OFSIGNATURE

SULM CTDATE BANK!INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE outIN

CG lREMARKS
DCG

DCG AIR

HAS BEEN

2 1C/S

D C/S

D C/S DM

MDS
5/16

S/S I
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G-1
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SECRET
MANDLE VIA HAVY CIRCUITS ONLY

FOR LTGER BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

to THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

QUOTE
0 19140g2
PM ce III MAY
TO COMUSMACV

SECRET
FOR MOEN TOWNSEND, CHIEF OF STAFF MACV FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

A. ce III MAP 121848Z MAY 69

8, COMUSMACY MAC 6135 1412482 MAY 69

C, COMUSMACV MAC 6139 1414592 MAY $9

D, C6 111 MAF 1417282 MAY 69

1. IN REF A I EXPRESSED MY VIEWS CONCERNING THE THREATS IN

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN I CORPS, THE IMPLICATION or SHIFTING

XXIV CORPS ELEMENTS SOUTHWARD AT THIS TIME AND RECOMMENDED

THAT AN ADDITIONAL BDE SIZED FORCE BE DEPLOYED TO 1 CORPS TO

INCREASE THE TROOP DENSITY IN THE AMERICAL DIVISION AO.

2. IN LIGHT OF CONTINUED ENEMY PRESSURE IN SIGTE AND THE

FACT THAT CHARLIE GETTY'S FORCES ARE SEVERELY TAXED IN

MEETING THE INCREASED THREAT I HAVE ORDERED THE DEPLOYMENT

TODAY OF A 2 BN BDE OF 191ST AVN DIV (AM) TO TAM KY AND

PLACED IT UNDER THE OPCON OF AMERICAL DIVISION. (REF B.

THE AFLOAT SLF HAS BEER POSITIONED OFF THE COAST BETWEEN TAM

KY AND QUANS HGAI AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DEPLAYMENT IF

REQUIRED, THE SECOND SLF. CURRENTLY ENGAGED ASHORE IW OP#

DARING RESEL. HAS BEER ALERTED TO BE PREPARED TO RE-EMBARY

and HOURS OFICE TO ASSUME THE ROLE OF A MORILL RESERVE.

Se LINE WELL NIME CREF 6) THE ENEMY

INCREASED HIS FORCES IN AND NORTH OF THE DMZ AND WESTERN QUANG

TRI.
AS NOTED IN REF A THERE IS A NEED TO INCREASE THE TROOP

THE sterz IF SATISFACTORY PROGRESS IS TO BE MADE

CONSIGERINGCORPSXXIVNOT
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BALANCE OF FORCES REMAINS DELICATE
FACE. TO COMBAT THIS THREAT I WOULD PREFER TO RETURN THEWE

ELEMENTS OF THE 191ST ABN DIV (AM) TO XXIV CORPS TO PROVIDE
DICK STILVELL WITH SOME PLEXIBILITY TO REACT AND TO OOLSTER
THE AMERICAL DIVISION WITH A BRIGADE FROM SOURCES EXTERNAL
TO III MAF. IF PROVIDED.
6. ACCORDIBULY. TO IMPROVE MY PRESENT POSTURE IN LIGHT OF
THE DUAL THREAT FACING US AND TO RAISE THE TR001 DENSITY TO
A LEVEL WHICH PERMITS US TO MOVE AHEAD TOWARD SOLVING THE
PACIFICATION SITUATION IN SICTZ, I REAFFIRM THE REQUIREMENT
FOR THE DEPOTMENT OF All ADDITIONAL BRIGADE FORCE TO 1 CORPS.
To AS A RELATED MATTER THIS MORNING I RECOMMENDED TO LTBEN
LAM THAT HE CONSIDER MOVING AN ARVA REGT FROM THE NORTH TO THE
TWO SOUTHERN PROVINCES. HE INDICATED THAT ME IS CONSIDERING
MOVING AN ADDITIONAL BATTALION OF THE 54TH ARVII REGT.
UNQUOTE

see NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY.
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS. 34(2)

OP-4
500

HAS BEENSECRET

DECLASSIFIED
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SECRET HAF FORM 5216(REV3-68)

DATEOPERATION CODE
16 MAY 69ce III MAFX- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/COMNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

1,2,3:- INFORMATION 1613422
COPIES RECOCOPY#-SIGNATURE OF

SO JECTDATE
READDRESSAL OF HAS 6248 EYES ONLINITIALSECTION CODEROUTE OUTIN

CG REMARKS 1
DCG

DCG AIR

C/S

D C/S

D C/S DM

I 5/17 12S/S

G-I

G-2

G-3

G-4
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G-6

ADJ
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CORDS

EMB/TRANS
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INSP
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o 161342Z ZYH 
FM CG III MAF 
TO CG FMFPAC 
ZEM 
SECRET 

• 

~NDLE VIA NAVY CIRCUITS ONLY 

DECLASSIFIED 

FOR LT GEN BUSE FRCl"1 LIGEN NICKERSON 

... .,. . 

• 

1. THE FCLLOWING 11ESSAGE IS READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORNATION: 
QUOTE 
o 161015Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-l 

FM GEN ABRAf1S C~U~ACV SGN 
TO LTG N I C KE RS ON C G II I M A F 
ZEM 
SEC RET MAC 6248 EYES ONLY 
ffiF: CG III MAF 151400Z ~lAY 69 
1. YOUR MOlE IN REDEPLOYING THE TWO-BATTALION BRIGADE OF THE 
101ST AIRBORNE DIVISIClJ AND HOLDING SLT 3-26 AFLOAT OFF SOUTHERN 
I CTZ IS UNDERSTOOD, REEMBARKING SLT 2-26 WILL GIVE YOU ADDED 
FLEX I BIL IT Y. 
2. I CO'JCUR THAT FORCES CURRENTLY DEPLOYED IN SOUTHERN I CIZ CAN 
COUNTER THE ENEMY THREAT THERE. IN ADDITION E TWO BATTALIONS 
tFLOAT WILL GIVE YOU A RESERVE WHICH MAY REACT WHERE REQUIRED 

- THROUGH OUT I CTZ. 
3. IN VIEW CF THE ABOVE, IT IS C(lIJSIEERED UNTIMELY TO CQ"1t'lIT 
AN Y FORCES UNDER OPLAN ST EEL CAPLE AT THIS TIME. 
lNQUOTE 

SS 0 Nor E: PRECEDENCE FOR T RAN SM ISS1 ON ONL Y. 

G'-4 
2510 

~NN 

DELIVER DURmG WORKING HOURS 

DECLASSIFIED 
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0 161342Z ZYH
FM CG 111 MAF
TO CG FMFPAC

SECRETZEM
SECRET

HANDLE VIA NAVY CIRCUITS ONLY
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
0 161015Z ZYH ZFF-- 4 ZFF -

1

FM GEN A BRAMS COMUSMACV SGN
TO LTG NIC KE RS ON CG III MAF
ZEM
SECRET MAC 6248 EYES ONLY
REF: CG III MAF 151400Z MAY 69
1. YOUR MOVE IN REDEPLOYING THE TWO-BATTALION BRIGADE OF THE
101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION AND HOLDING BLT 3-26 AFLOAT OFF SOUTHERN
I CTZ IS UNDERST OOD, REEMBARKING BLT 2-26 WILL GIVE YOU ADDED
FLEXIBILITY.
2. I C ONCUR THAT FORCES CURRENTLY DEPLOYED IN SOUTHERN I CTZ CAN
COUNTER THE ENEMY THREAT THERE. IN ADDITION E TWO BATTALIONS
AFL OAT WILL GIVE YOU A RESERVE WHICH MAY REACT WHERE REQUIRED
THROUGH OUT I CTZ.
3. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS CONSIEERED UNTIMELY TO COMMIT
AN Y F ORCES UNDER OPLAN STEEL CABLE AT THIS TIME.
UNQUOTE

SS 0 NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY.
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS

GP-4
250

SECRET

HAS BEENSEN

NNNN
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III MAF IDATE 16 MAY 69 x- ORIGINATOR ~, 
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ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 
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C6 REMARKS 
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(THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AN.) 
DCG AIR I MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WiTH N 

C/S -; DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/OI5PQ.,-
.DC/S 

; 
.ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

loc/s PLAN 
-. -. 

J SIS -< )'/1 , -lP"'" ORIG: siS 
G ·1 

, 
REL: CG 

G-2 

=:XCLUSIVE G-3 

6'4 
6-5 

G-6 FOR CAP ! 

ADJ .~. 
CORDS 

MARINE CORP: EYES ONL) ~M II" 'f'VIII'RI 

ENGR 

Has co 

SENT INSP BAS BEEN MTO 
Of' ANAL -
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-PS-Y OPS 
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sac 
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HEADQUAMERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET FILE:DHCCN : 047/OUT IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
FROMOPERATION CODE DATE

16 MAY 69CG 111 MAFx- ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATECOMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON
1- INFORMATION

OF3161630Z MAY 69 /S-SIGNATURE COPY # COPIES RECO
SUBJECTDATE

SECTIONROUTE INITIALCODE EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEOIN OUT

C6 REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AN,

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITH
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~ 1HPll tHJ ADDU l.Ol\itlL SD?: SIZED FORCE BE DEPLOYED TO I COnI'S TO 
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/ / PLACED n UNDER THE opcor~ OF' M1ER XC~L D 1V1510[\14 (!~r:t DJ., 
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~ KY AND QUANG NGAI AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DEPLOYMENT IF 
~ REQUIREDo THE SECOND SLF' 9 CURRENH, Y ENGt:\GED ASHORE! [IJ OPN 
1'/ DMHNG REBEL!) HAS BEEN Al !!Frf ED TO BE PREP~RED TO REoE~1BAtI!( o ON IS HOURS ~~OllCE to ASSUfftE 1 HE R OLE OF A MO~~J~LE RE SERVE" 
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OITSZYUW RHMMAFA2442 361630-SSSS--RUHHMFAa
ZNY SSSSS
0 1616302 MAY 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHMFA/CG FMFPAC
BT
S E C R E T/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY/SPECAT EXCLUSIVEFOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWIN MESSAGES ARE READDRES FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE: CG III MAP 1514002 MAY 69
0 1514002
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
S E CRE I
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND, CHIEF OF STAFF MACV FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
A. CG III MAF 1218422 MAY 69
B. COMUSMACV MAC 6135 1412482 MAY 69
Co COMUSMACV MAC 6139 1414592 MAY 69
Do CG III MAF 1417282 MAY 69
1. IN REF A I EXPRESSED MY VIEWS CONCERNING THE THREATS IN
NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN I CORPS, THE IMPLICATION OF SHIFTING
XKIV CORPS ELEMENTS SOUTHWARD AT THIS TIME AND RECOMMENDED
THAT AN ADDITIONAL BDE SIZED FORCE BE DEPLOYED TO I CORPS IO
INCREASE THE TROOP DENSITY IN THE AMERICAL DIVISION AO.
2. IN LIGHT OF CONTINUED ENEMY PRESSURE IN SICTZ AND THE
FACT THAT CHARLIE GETTY'S FORCES ARE SEVERELY TAXED IN
MEETING THE INCREASED THREAT I HAVE ORDERED THE DEPLOYMENT
TODAY OF A 2 BN BDE OF 101ST AVN DIV CAMP TO TAM KY AND
PLACED IT UNDER THE OPCON OF AMERICAL DIVISION. (REF D).
THE AFLOAT SLF HAS BEEN POSITIONED OFF THE COAST BETWEEN IAM
KY AND QUANG NGAI AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DEPLOYMENT IF
REQUIRED. THE SECOND SLF, CURRENTLY ENGAGED ASHORE IN OPN
DARING REBEL. HAS BEEN ALERTED TO BE PREPARED TO RE-EMBARK
ON 6 HOURS NOTICE TO ASSUME THE ROLE OF A MOBILE RESERVE.
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30 AS YOU ARE WELL AWARE SREF C) THE ENEMY HAS SUBSTANTIALLY
INCREASED HIS FORCES IN AND NORTH OF THE DMZ AND WESTERN QUANG
IRI.
Do AS NOTED IN REF A THERE IS A NEED TO INCREASE THE TROOP
DENSITY IN THE SICIZ IF SATISFACTORY PROGRESS IS TO BE MADE
TOWARD IMPROVING OUR PACIFICATION EFFORTS THERE. SHE PRESENT
INCREASED THREAT HIGHLIGHTS THE PROBLEM. ALTHOUGH MY
PREFERENCE WAS NOT TO SHIFT XXIV CORPS ELEMENTS CONSIDERING
THE NORTHERN THREAT, THE URGENCY OF THE SOUTHERN SECUATION
AT THIS TIME DICTATED THE COURSE OF ACTION X HAVE CHOSEN
NOTWITHSTANDING THE RISKS INVOLVED.
5. I BELIEVE THAT WITH THE FORCES NOW ALLOCATED TO SIGIZ WE
CAN COUNTER THE CURRENT THREAT THERE. HOWEVER, THE OVERALL
BALANCE OF FORCES REMAINS DELICATE IN VIEW OF THE DUAL THREAT
WE FACE. TO COMBAT THIS THREAT I WOULD PREFER TO R TURN THE
ELEMENTS OF THE 101ST ABN DIV CAMY TO XXIV CORPS TO PROVIDE
DICK STILWELL WITH SOME FLEXIBILITY TO REACT AND TO COLLSTER
THE AMERICAL DIVISION WITH A BRIGADE FROM SOURCES EXTERNAL
TO III MAF, IF PROVIDED.
6. ACCORDINGLY, TO IMPROVE MY PRESENT POSTURE IN .GGN OF
THE DUAL THREAT FACING US AND TO RAISE THE TR001 DENSITY TO
A LEVEL WHICH PERMITS US TO MOVE AHEAD TOWARD SOLVING THE
PACIFICATION SITUATION IN SICTZ, I REAFFIRM THE REQUIREMEN NT
FOR THE DPLOYMENT OF AN ADDITIONAL BRIGADE FORCE TO I CORPS.
7. AS A RELATED MATTER THIS MORNING A.RECOMMENDED TO LIGEN
LAM THAT HE CONSIDER MOVING AN ARVN REGT FROM THE NORTH TO THE
TWO SOUTHERN PROVINCES. HE INDICATED THAT HE IS CONSIDERING
MOVING AN ADDITIONAL BAITALION OF THE 54TH ARVN REGI.
UNQUOTE

QUOTE COMUSMACV 1610512 MAY 69
0 1610152 ZYH ZFF- 4 ZFF-1
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SGN
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
ECRET MAC S248 EYES ONLY

REF: CG III MAF 151400Z MAY 69
10 YOUR MOVE IN REDEPLOYING THE TWO-BATTALION BRIGADE OF THE
101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION AND HOLDING BLT 3-26 AFLOAT OFF SOUTHERN
I CII is UNDERSTOOD, REEMBARKING BLT 2-26 WILL GIVE YOU ADDED
FLEXIBILITY.
2. I CONCUR THAT FORCES CURRENTLY DEPLOYED IN SOUTHERN I CTZ CAN
COUNTER THE ENEMY THREAT THERE. IN ADDITION E TWO BATTALIONS
AFLOAT WILL GIVE YOU A RESERVE WHICH MAY REACT WHERE REQUIRED
THROUGHOUT I CTZ.
3. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS CONSIEERED UNI IMELY TO COMMIX
ANY FORCES UNDER OPLAN STEEL CABLE AT THIS TIME.
UNQUOTE
BT GROUP.
2442
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RIMMAFA2443
ZNY 77728
0 161632% MAY 69
FM CG 281 MAF
10 CG FMFPAC
BT
TOPSE CRET / SPECAR EXCLUSIVE/ MARZNE CORPS EYES DMV
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
do THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE is READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATIONS
QUOTE CG III MAF 1210427 MAY 69

EXCLUSIVE

0 121040Z ZYK
FM CG III MAF
I3 SSO MACV

FOR

INFC CG FIRST MARDIV
CG FIRST MAW
SSO AMDIV

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYSSO XXIV CORPS
ZFM

O Ers Ext 'I' SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOR M/GEN TOWNSEND, CHEEF OF STAFF MACV
*** MAY OPS/INTELL, SUMMARY 12:200K MAY RS
Ao CG III MAF 1203212 MAY 1969
30 GENERAL. THE ENEMY'S CURRENT OFFENSIVE BEGAN
SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT LAST NIGHT. DURING THE
FIRST TWELVE HOURS THERE WAS A SHARP RISE IN
ENEMY ACTIVITY, IN THE MAIN, THE ATTACKS 200K THE
FORM OF ATTACKS.B FIRE KOYERSPERSED WEEK GROUND
PROBES AND APPER ATTACKS. WHILE ACTION WAS REW
PORTED IN ALL FIVE PROVENCES OF I CORPS THE MAJOR-
ITY OF THE ENEMY'S EFFORT APPEARED TO BE FOCUSED
UPON THE SOUTHERN THREE PROVINCES.
20 SUMMARY 05 ACTIVITY. EN INITIATED ATKS BEGAN
TO OCCUR THROUGHOUT ICT% AT APPROX 0100K. IN QUANG
TRI PROVINCE, MAG-39 (YD 3055058 REC'D 7K122MM RKIS
RESULTING IN MOD DAM TO 'i' CH-46 A/C AND LIGHT DAM
10 I OV.10 AND I UH-IE. IN THUA THIEN PROVENCE
SCATTERED INDIRECT FIRE AIKS OCCURRED NORTH OF MUE
CITY ZTSELF REC°D CS OR AX122MM RKTS RESULTING IN 1

CKV WIA AND I TB HOSPITAL BLDG DAM. IN QUANG NAM
PROVINCE, ATKS APPEARED TO BE CONCENTRATED ON
REGIMENTAL AND BAITALION CP°S AS WELL AS SEVERAL CAL
LOCATIONS. INITIAL AIKS WERE IN GENERAL CHARACTERIZED
BY MORTARS AND RPG FOLLOWED BY LIMITED GAND PROBES.
1ST MARREG CP CAT 995623) REC'D IN EXCESS OF 50 RDS EACH
OF MORTAR AND RPG FOLLOWED BY A PROBING ATK FROM THE SOUTH. THE
EN REACHED THE WIRE BUT WAS BEATEN OFF. COUNTER ATTACHING FORCE
WAS IN PSN TO ENVELOP EN AS HE PULLED BACK. 2/1 MAR CP (BT 0726558
REC°D is COORDINATED MORTAR AND G ND ATK. THE EN EMPLOYED TEAR GAS
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USING MORTAR SHELLS BUT FRD PERSONNEL DONNED MAERS QUECK. AVORDEN
ANY SIGNIFICANT EFFECT. THE 5TH MAR OP SAI 8794162 ALSO RECODD A
COORDEMATED MORTAN AND GND ATK AS AN EST LN CO ASSAULTED THE USNAND REACHED THE WIRE BEFORE BEING DRIVEN OFF BY AF AND DIRECT FIREOF TANKS ANS 355MM HOWATZERS. THE 7TH MAR CP 343 9646121 RECOD
UNK/82MM MORT ROS VETMOUS AN ASSOCIATED G (W) 35K. THE 26tH MAR OP
SAT 9937535 REC°D RPG FIRE VIC LUNG CO BREDGE WITH NO AND ATK.
THE LAAM BTRY REC°D UNKX82MM MORT RDS RESULTING EN : USMC KIA AND
2 HAWK MISSILES IGRITED WHICH FLEW OFF AND PROBABLY IMPACTED XNTHE OCEAN. THE 11TH ROK CO CP REC D A GND ASK AID 40X60MM MORE
RDS. DIEN BAN REC'1) S RDS OF UNK TYPE INCOMING AND THE TTH ROK
CO RED'D 3X60MM MORT RDS. THE 5938 RF SN 882 5166848 REC'D AN ANKWITH MORTARS AND GAS. ONE ARVN RGR CO HAS RPT°D IN CONTACT IN THE
DODGE CITY AREA. AI 0448H, DANANG AIRBASK REC°D 3X140MM RIC'S RESULT
ING IN I SPOOKY DAMAGED. IN QUANG IIN AND WUANG NGAY PROVINGES,THE FOLLOWING UNIT LOCATIONS REPORTED ENCOMPASS. 12°S
CHARLIE BROWN CBS 932222), BRONCO KBS 812383), SAYONET CHT 9480162,BALDY (BT 143AS3D , HAWK HILL (B) 231315). SAN JUAN CBS 634382)
PROFESSIONAL (BT 173078), GUANG NGAI CITY, SON TAN DISTRICT HQ AND
IAM KYo THE FOLLOWING UNIT LOCATIONS REC°D BOER ENCOMENG AND G ND
PROBES: L2°S CENTER SBT 0522539 , ROSS SBT 0273428, BUFF RBS 5388242GATOR SBS 5389619 AND SNOOPIE (BS 7056139. CHU LAS REC'D is UNK CAL
RKIS (NEG DAMI. THE NU? YON RF CAMP (BT 248168) is BELIEVEN 30 BE
OVERRUN. AT 120525H A CAP COMPOUND LOCATED IN THE VIC CAL LAU
BRIDGE (BT 1675779 , WAS OVERRUN RESULTING IN 6 KMC KSA, is KMC U.A.A.
18 PF KIA AND 12 PF WIR.
THE ENEMY CONTINUED HIS OFFENSIVE EFFORTS INTO THE DAYLIGHT HOURS
OF 12 MAY S ADDITIONAL REPORTS OF ATXACKS BY FIRE XN WIDELY
SCATTERED AREAS OF ICTZ HERE RECEIVED. AC 9929H THIS MORNING
VANDEGRIFT CBI BASE REC'D FIVE SUSP 14 CMM RKI'S (NEG CAS/DAM)
AT 0923H, AN MOA CBT BASE REC°D SEVEN UNK SIZE LKIS. TWO
IMPACTED INSIDE PERIMETER. RES: : USA WEACED. AT CHU
LAX CBT BASE RPI°D FOUR INCOMING RKT'S OF UNK SIZE. TWO RDS
IMPACTED IN WATER. SLIGHT MAIL. DAM. NEG CAS RPI'D.
3. INTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS. THE MAJOR ENEMY ACERVELY DURING THE
FIRST 12 HOURS OF HIS RENEWED OFFENSIVE EFFORT HAS DIRECTED
ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY AGAINST UNITED STATES MILITARY INSTALLATIONS,COMMAND POSTS, ASES, AND AIRFFIELDS. A FEW POPULANION CENTERS WERE
ALSO TAGETS.
Ro THERE ARE STRIKING SIMYLARITIES BETWEEN THIS ATTACK AND THE
ONE WHICH OCCURRED ON 23 FEBRUARY 1969. Pid THE ATTACKS ARE WIDE..
SPREAD AND CORPS-WIDE. 329 THEY ARE CHARACTERIZED BY ATTACKS BY
FIRE INTERSPERSED WITH SAPPER ATTACKS AND GROUND PROBES. (3) ALTHOUGH
ATTACKS BY FIRE HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN THE NORTHERN TWO PROVINCES
THE PRINCIPAL ATTACKS HAVE OCCURRED IN SOUTHERN 1 CGRPS. (4) THE
ATTACKS EXPERIENCED THUS FAR HAVE LACKED REAL PUNCH AND SUGGEST
THAT THE ENEMY'S INTENTION is IO ASSERT HIS PRESENCE AND
CAPABILITY OF HARASSING OUR FORCES RATHER THAN DIRECTED AT
SEIZING MAJOR OBJECTIVES CBUSE DANANG, HUE, E.Co d AND POSSIBLY TO
COVER TROOP MOVEMENTS.
GP-1
BT
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OTTT2Y00 REMMADA2444
ZNY 87777
0 161632% MAY 69
PM ce BAE MAP
TO CG FMFPAC
as

E C / SPECAT EXCLUSIVE! MAPSINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
To THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE 25 READDRESSED FOR YOUR INFORMATIONS
QUOTE CG 311 MAF 12:14:03 MAY 69
0 12:040Z ZYH

FM CC III MAP
TO SSO MACY
INFO CG FIRST MARDIV
CG FIRST MAW
SSO ANDEV
SSO KHIV CORPS
7EM
0PSECREI FINAL SECTION OF TWO

3. DAMAGE TO DATE, BOTH 30 PERSONNEL AND MAZERKELD CONSEDERING
THE VIDESPREAD NATURE OF THE ATTACK, APPEARS 10 BE MANEMAL. XC
is INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE USUAL PLACES AMNEDEATELY TO THE
SOUTH or DANANG: HOA VANG 00 THE CAM LE AND CAN 100 BREDGES 00 THE
TUY LOAN BRIDGE AND DAS LA AREAS WERE NO: SUB-
JECTED "O SERIOUS ATTACKS AND THE MASSING OF FORCES I'M CRES
AREA HAS NOT YET MATERIALIZED. EN THE LAST THO MAJOR AFFORDS BY
THE ENEMY 00 IR THE THIRD OFFENSEVE IN AUGUST AND AGAIN IN THE
POST-IST "69 EFFORT on THE ENEMY RECOGNIZING HIS YR
BOTH FIREPOUER AND MOBILITY MADE HIS MAJOR EFFORT IN THE VERS?
24 HOURS KNOWING THE TYPE REACTION HG COULD EXPECT FROM OUR FORCESS
HE COULD BE FOLLOWING THE SAME PATTERN THIS SIME, HOWEVER, WE DO
NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF EITHER CONTINEED LOW LEVEL
OFFENSIVE ACTION OR THE POSSINGLITY OF A MAJOR EFFORT 00 WEEK
THE ATTACKS OF LAST NIGHT BEING ONLY THE FIRST PHASE.
Co II IS EMPRASIZED THAT THIS ANALYSIS IS A TENATIVE ASSESSMENT
BASED ON FRAGMENTARY REPORTS AND ONLY ELEVEN HOURS OF EMENY ACCOUNTY
40 ACTIONS TAKEN AND PLANNED

IN REVIEWING LAST NIGHT'S ACTIONS OUR FORCES WERE MORE THATAo
ADEQUATE IN SIZE TO HANDLE THE INIT IAN ENEMY EFFORST THOUGH NOT
WITHOUT SUFFERING SOME LOSSES. AS INDICATED ABOVE HIS INITIAL
FLURRY OF ASTACKS WAS AGAIN CONCENTRATED IN THE SOUTHERN PROVENCIS
AND IN THIS AREA WE CAN ALREADY COUNT 222 ENEMY KIA. AVE FOR THE
CAP COMPOUND AND THE NUI YON RF CAMP OUR UNITS SUCCESSFULLY
DEFEATED THE ATTACKS. VE RECENTLY HAVE TAMEN A NUMBER 05
PREEMPTIVE ACTIONS WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY AFFECTED THE ENEMY'S
CAPABILITY TO ATTACK WITH GREATER FORCE AND EFFECT. XN THE 1ST
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MARDEV AREA, FOR EXAMPLE, AZ LEAST 233 EREMY HAVE BEEN KILLED EN
THE PAST THREE DAYS EKM NNE 05 AN HOA. AT THE SAME T MM , OPERATION
DAKING REBEL/V2 NINK 23 HAS CERTAINLY DISRUPTED THE KNEMY'S
PLANS AGAINST NOV ANc THE OPERATION JUST SOUTH OF THAT CITY,
ON BARRIER ISLAND, HAS RN THE PAST SEVEN DAYS, ACCOUNTED FOR MORE
THAN 226 EN KEA, 197 VC POW, 66 VCI CAPHINED AND NUMBEROUS HO I

CHANHS. IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT HOE AN, THE QUANG NAM PROVINCE
CAPITAL., WAS NOT ATTACKED DURING THIS LATEST COORDINATED OFFENSIVE.
Co NO MAJOR TROOP SHIFTS HAVE SEEN MADE. OUR OVERALL POSTURE IS
SOUND. AS THIS JUNCTURE I BELIEVE ANY SIGNIFICANT REDISPOSITION
WOULD BE PREMATURE. HOWEVER, AS YOU KNOW, I HAVE BEEN WATCHING
THE SETUATION IN QUANG NGAI CAREFULL AND HAVE ALTERED THE
UNCOMMITED ARG/SLF FOR POSSIBLE EMPLOYMENT IN THAT AREA. ALL THE
NECESSARY COORDINATION HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED THEY'RE PREPARED 80
RESPOND ON SHORT NOTICE. II COULD WELL DEVELOP THAT MORE THAN A BLT
MAY BE REQUIRED FOR THE TASK AHEAD. IN THIS REGARD A TWO BN BDE OF
THE 101ST ABN CAM) IS ON 12 HOURS NOTICE FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN
I CORPS WHICH E COULD USE PROVIDING THE CURRENT DMZ AND WESTERN
QUANG THI SIGNATIONS IS NOT ALTERED SUBSTANT IALLY. AS YOU WELL
RECOGNIZE THE SITUATION IN SICEZ HAS FOR SOME TIME INDICATED A NEED
TO INCREASE OUR TROOP DENSITY THERE EVEN WITHOUT THE PRESENT THREAT
TO QUANG NGAI, E BELIEVE THAT AN ADDITIONAL BDE SIZED FORCE COULD
BE PROFIEABLY EMPLOYED IN AMERICAL'S AO. SINCE WE MUST BE PREPARED
FOR A MOVE IN THE DMZ OR WESTERN QUANG ZRI AREAS, is WOULD PREFER NOT
TO SHIFI XXIV CORPS ELEMENTS SOUTH. ACCORDINGLY, RECOMMEND
CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO DEPLOYING NOW A BDE FORCE TO I CORPS FOR
EMPLOYMENT EN AMERICAL AD.
Do IN SUMMARY, THE ENEMY'S INITIAL MOVES HAVE BEEN HANDLED WITHOUT
BREAK IN STRIDE OR DISRUPTING CURRENT OPERATIONS NOW UNDERWAY.
WE'RE WELL POSTURED FOR HIS NEXT MOVE AND WITH AN ADDETIONAL DDE
CHARLIE GETTYS® CAPABILITY TO INCREASE THE PRESSURE IN THE TWO SOUTH
ERN PROVINCES WOULD BE SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVED.
S. SPECIAL ENTELLIGENCE SUMMARY CONTAINED IN REF A.
GPo?
BT
2444
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18 MayMay Feedback
N4 0CG REMARKS
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DCG

DCG AIR

HAS BEEN

12 C/S
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D C/S DM
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9. RUB REVEALS THAT l)LfRHiG THE FIRST '-8 HOURS OF THE -
£11l4'r.S\RECEIT INCREASED ACTIVITY, 34 OF TH,E 68 ENEMY lJ(~tn). 
ATTACKS COUNTRY-WIDZ OCCUl1nED IN ICTZ. THIS SU33£3T.3 .ti 
G':fEATEii INTENSITY OF' ENEMY JF'F'EN3IVE EFFJ11 IN THI.3 AREA. 
WHEN THE ENEtfJY TAKES THE OFFENSIVE, JU,":; CI4SUATIES INEVITAaE 
RISE IN p!~ JPJjU I IN TO HIS, JUST AS THE ,;EVEi1SE IS LWE v}:{Ei~ 
WE STEP UP OLR OFFENSIVE EF'FJ:1T.3. IT .1.3 PA:1TICULr4.~(LY NJTE­
WO:1THY THAT SE'JEi:,iL IR JUNO AITAt..:t<.3 DUi1ING THE PE.H·::i) oIJE:1E 
CONDUCTE!) ay 3APPZ~ UNiTS. ,4 3::..PPE.i ArrACK WHICH ACHIEVES 
ANY SUCCESS AT ALL WiLL JFTEN P,;JDUCt: AN UNFAVJ,Aac: n:i:LL 
RATIO 3A3ED JiiJ THE WILLII~G!~E3S JF THE ENE/IY TO :3AC:HFICE 
LIVES IiI} JKDE;i T 0 IivFL I CT i,ji~X Ir! Ui'l CAS UALT lES. AN EXriMPL E 
OF' THIS KlNO OF ATTACK 0CCih,iiD iiI F'SB AL~BJ;NE JN 13 MAY. 
THE INITIAL 3P.Jf :iEPOJiT ?EF'LECTED IN 3EF A SHJ.vED 2:) F:~IENJLY 
KIA AND 20 Et~EMY j{IA. (THE F'IGUriES WEi"lE suaSE~UENTLY UPDATED 
T022 F~IENDLY ilIA AND 32 ENEi\lY IdA.) ftiY CDNQU5.LON HERE IS 
Nor SO [~UCH THAT OU: ENEi1Y-F_di~i~DLY J\lLL ~(ArIJ ~!'h"1E Ii~ Li·L~HE 
PA:1T F:l)] A DlSP~OPJHlJNATE: 3HA.E OF ENEiY]Y :ROUiViJ ATTACKS, 
aUf RATHE" THAT THU ~AiEGJ!,Y JF COrWLICT p!~mUCED FtiIEiWLY 
CASUALTIES WHiCH INC-:.i!:ASED ALERTNESS CJULD P:)SSIBLY HAVE: 
MliHilIZED. THE P;=(Od..E[l HA3 MY PL~SJt1jAL ATTENfIJN, AND IN 
THE i1ATTE.1 JF G;\OUND ATIAC,,31Jrii'?£., ATfACKS WE COtHINUE TO 
SEEK AND EXPLJIT LE,3SJN3 LEA1=iNED. 
10. IN THIS CJNNECT IJI~, We dAVE .\ECENTLY JBSE.WED ;11J EivElY1Y 
TACTIC WHlCrf C')i~":;i":;TS OF Ei1PL0YiNG A VEiY FEw :1EN IN :'1 WELL 
C01'JCEALED AilJD vJELL DUG Il~ CZLLULA,i DEFENSIVE PJSlTIOtV 1':01'] 
WHICH THEY LAUi~CH 3-4:3 :JCl\ETS IN HEAVY d.4,:1':;;:\GES AGAINST JU~ 
liJANEUVElIivG FJ,~CE. THl;:; JOJ i3 A 3AC .. IF'lCIAL TACTIC FJ1~ 
lLT IMATEL Y 3Y HEAVY U.3E OF fL~EPJ~JE .. AND P.-. OPE:; I'lji4NEUVE.1 WE 
CAl=?RY THE P:J3iTI.JN. WHILe HI3 LJ:33ES ,'lAY aE Cu'lPLETC, THEY 
A,~E FEW, TJTALLIl~3 PE2i1AP3 (, Iv la • . );J IJ-!E J.i.HE.~; HA,'JD, flU 
INITIAL 3-43 JATiA:E FLiES I~F'L1CT A 013P .. JPJ.\TiOlvATE NUi'l3£~ 
JF' CASUALTIE3 IN us. MJE>t.J.CAL DIV, Ii~ ni.3 E:FFJr~f;-) TJ 
~ETAKE NUL YJN IlF' eMI?, ENC·JUNT£.iEU THAT TACTIC. 
11. F'HJfl'j ALL OF'THIS, I d£LiEVi IT 1.E;:\SJNAaLE TJ SHY THAl 
THE PicrUiE H£aE IN iiI IlIAI' IS Su3STANLI,4LLY BEIIi:\ THE[~ 
THAT P JRT1AYJ!:j) aY F1EFEcIENCC: A.-
GP-3 
55') NJTE: DELlVE;~ DU~H1G uJTy rlJU_-,3. :&,s9-.;J. 
900 
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9. REF B REVEALS THAT DURING THE FIRST 48 HOURS OF THE
ENEMY S RECENT INCREASED ACTIVITY, 34 OF THE 68 ENEMY GROUND
ATTACKS COUNTRY-WIDE OCCURRED IN ICTZ. THIS SUGGESTS A
GREATER INTENSITY OF ENEMY OFFENSIVE EFFORT IN THIS AREA.
WHEN THE ENEMY TAKES THE OFFENSIVE, OUR CASUATIES INEVITABLE
RISE IN PROPORTION TO HI3, JUST AS THE REVERSE IS TRUE WHEN
WE STEP UP OUR OFFENSIVE EFFORTS. IT IS PARTICULARLY NOTE-
WORTHY THAT SEVERAL GR JUND ATTACKS DURING THE PERIOD WERE
CONDUCTED BY SAPPER UNITS. A SAPPER ATTACK WHICH ACHIEVES
ANY SUCCESS AT ALL WILL OFTEN PRODUCE AN UNFAVORABLE KILL
RATIO BASED ON THE WILLINGNESS OF THE ENEMY TO SACRIFICE
LIVES IN ORDER TO INFLICT MAXIMUM CASUALTIES. AN EXAMPLE
OF THIS KIND OF ATTACK OCCURRED AT FSB AIR BORNE ON 13 MAY.
THE INITIAL SP OT REPORT REFLECTED IN REF A SHOWED 20 FRIENDLY
KIA AND 20 ENEMY KIA. (THE FIGURES WERE SUBSEQUENTLY UPDATEDTO 22 FRIENDLY KIA AND 32 ENEMY KIA.) MY CONCLUSION HERE IS
NOT SO MUCH THAT OUR ENEMY-FRIENDLY KILL RATIO CAME IN LAR GE
PART FROM A DISPR OP RTIONATE SHARE OF ENEMY GR OUND ATTACKS,BUT RATHER THAT THIS CATE GORY OF CONFLICT PRODUCED FRIENDLYCASUALTIES WHICH INCREASED ALERTNESS COULD POSSIBLY HAVE
MINIMIZED. THE PROBLEM HAS MY PERSONAL ATTENTION, AND IN
THE MATTER OF GROUND ATTACKS/ SAPPER ATTACKS WE CONTINUE TOSEEK AND EXPLOIT LESSONS LEARNED.
10. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE HAVE RECENTLY OBSERVED AN ENEMY
TACTIC WHICH CONSISTS OF EMPLOYING A VERY FEW MEN IN A WELL
CONCEALED AND WELL DUG IN CELLULAR DEFENSIVE POSITION FROM
WHICH THEY LAUNCH 3-43 ROCKETS IN HEAVY BARRAGES AGAINST OUR
MANE UVERING FORCE. THIS TOO IS A SACRIFICIAL TACTIC FOR
ULTIMATELY BY HEAVY USE OF FIREPOWE AND PROPER MANEUVER WECARRY THE POSITION. WHILE HIS LOSSES MAY BE COMPLETE, THEY
ARE FEW, T OT ALLING PERHAPS 3 T 10. ON THE OTHER HAND, HIS
INITIAL B-43 BARRAGE FIRES INFLICT A DISP. OPORTIONATE NUMBER
OF CASUALTIES ON US. AMERICAL DIV, IN IT'S EFFORTS TO
RETAKE NUI YON RF CAMP, ENCOUNTERED THAT TACTIC.
11. FR OM ALL OF THIS, I BELIEVE IT REASONABLE TO SAY THAT
THE PICTURE HERE IN III MAF IS SUBSTANTIALLY BETTER THEN
THAT PORTRAYED BY REFERENCE A.
GP-3
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS #39-2900
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," eta III MAF 
Toe iJl'l USMA CV 
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SEC:~;;ET 

• 

:" 

FJ~~ GEN AEhMI3 1'2 Q'i L GE:N l~iC:{f=-=;5JN 
CAS UAL T IE.5 ( (J) 
A. CJ!~U3[l'jACV ['jAC 5179 153,3232 l'JAY 69 
B. COf1USVlACV l1AC 6135 14124ijZ fijl~Y 69 
1. IN HEF A YJU !=1EQUESft:D COfl.'lSNL3 ON 

, IM3AL[\NCE .iilJ III [vlAF' UiIJITS DU:Hi'J.3 THE: 
:-:ELAT El), T j C JUNT,~Yw 10[ PErt CiiVI A 3£3 OF 
BY US F JRCE3 D W~l N (1 T HAT PER I 00. 

[iECRET] 

r HE A P P A~ E tH /\ IL L R,q T I 0 
P E~"d 00 1 J - 13 (lj A Y A S 
U3 /\l A AND E lvErJY r<IA 

2. ALT HJUGH ~ j) J iJ wT L 11\E THE Gu0 Y COUtU TECi-lNI QUE OF Jun GU G 
MILITARY P,i J(RESS, A3 LiANSLAU:D f 0 EN,:;rljy- F.dENDL Y IULL 
RATI') IT RECEIVES MY UNDIVIDED ATIEivrIJl~ AI gACl-! DAY'S 3di!F­
ING. THE [(ILL RATIO SEiiVES TO FJCU.:.:i i'lY ATTENTIJiv ON APPA1Zt'JT 
USELESS OR DISPRJJHIONATE CA3U,~LTIES. IIJ- TU;;N :J/E SEEK IJ 
DETE.::iYlINE THE .1EA301-1.3 FOtt MJ Ui~fAV()i~Ai3E aATIOA AND, WHE~Z 
AP Pi JP,i 1AT E, DEVZL JP AND EXPL on LESS JN3 L EA~NED. 
3. EXAMIN·AT IJN JF Jua iiEPOi?T.3 TO YJU,~;,< HEAD QUAKIEi~.3 Fet:;. '~H2 
PLHOO SHCMltl) iN ::;EF A .iEPORT 904 El4EMY KIA VICE 8321. 
4. NINE SUBSEQUENT INCIDENTS OF ENEt~Y l3JDIES FOUND PJ( J)UCED 
135 ADUIT JNAL EtvEf1Y nIA. EIGH'f I...ATE FiEPJiTS ADD 75 ENEr4Y 
K IA T 0 OUri T Jf AL S. r HE SE f 1 GU.q l!..3, A I L:;1 8 Uf 2:D T J T HE PE'1 I)) 
10 - 13 ifJAY, CHANGE fHc .1Allv AS FQLJtJS: 1114 EW 169Fi(; 
A ;:; AT I J OF S. 5 : 1. . 
5. wHEfv wE DELEfE F~I£NDLY CA3UALTE;3 r:<')YJ tHNE3 AND SU.'=(­
PRISE FIRiNG DEVICi£.:3, TU'TALLINJ 13 Fa KIA, iHE ;:;ATIO CHIHJ3ES 
A S F:L L JW ,3: 1 1 14 E NI 15 6 Fi' ; A AT I J OF' 7: 1 ~ 
6. WHEN WE FU~THE" ELH1ATE CASUALT liS SUFFERED IN ATL4CKS 
BY FUE (1.0 Fi< KIA) AND AnC;::UiF'T 3HJI' DJWN (22F'< KIA), THE 
iATIJ CHANGES A3 FJLLJw3: 1114 ElW'I24 F~:; j~ATIO 9:1. 
7. f1H~ES AND SURPRlSE FLUNG DEV iCES A:~E .~ESPONSIBLE ftOa 
A HIGH P;OPJRTIJN JF JUri: CASUALTIEJ UNLJE,-;" ;JOH1AL" CL~CUijl­
STANCES. WE HIWC; Pil2LICIZE:D Ai~D EMPL OYED BIT THE LESSJNS 
LEARNED WLTHOUT ELH1iINATIlilG THIS paQd..Ef1, ALTHOUGH THE EFFOFiT 
IS CONTINUOUS. CASUATIES F,-.OI'1) THIS SJU;:;CE SEE~1 TO GO HAND 
IN CLWE WITH AGGKESSIVE SwEEPING AND PAT.~Cl..LING.· 
3 •. ~;JUTI1~ELY, WE SUFFEx A SU3STANTIAL NU[VIBL~ OF CASUALTIES 
L{ 0('1 A IR C.'i A FT ;3 H Jf DOWN. (F)i T Hi!; P E rd JD Ul - 13 (1.". 't, 22 

":':~s ~~1N, THESE Hl3H ,iATfS REFLECT THE TEPlPO.>~~:~ 
C i" # .~ >."' ~._.' .. _ ._ 
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P 1709582
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV

SECRET
ZEM
SECRET
FOR GEN ABRAMS FR 04 L GEN NICKERSON
CASUALTIES ( iD

A. COMUSMACV MAC 6179 150323Z MAY 69
B. COMUSMACV MAC 6135 141243Z MAY 69
1. IN REF A YOU REQUESTED COMMENTS ON THE APPARENT KILL RATIO
IMBALANCE IN III MAF UNITS DURING THE PERIOD 13 - 13 MAY AS
RELATED TO COUNTRYWIDE PERCENTAGES OF US KIA AND ENEMY KIA
BY US FORCES DURING THAT PERIOD.
2. ALTHOUGH I DO NOT LIKE THE BODY COUNT TECHNIQUE OF JUD GING
MILITARY PROGRESS, AS TRANSLATED TO ENEMY-FRIENDLY KILL
RATIO IT RECEIVES MY UNDIVIDED ATTENTION AT EACH DAY'S BRIEF-
ING. THE KILL RATIO SERVES TO FOCUS MY ATTENTION ON APPARENT
USELESS OR DISPROORTIONATE CASUALTIES. IN TURN WE SEEK TO
DETERMINE THE REASONS FOR AN UNFAV ORABE RATIOA AND, WHERE
APPROPRIATE, DEVELOP AND EXPLOIT LESSONS LEARNED.
3. EXAMINATION OF OUR REPORTS TO YOUR HEAD QUARTERS FOR THE
PERIOD SHOWN IN REF A REPORT 904 ENEMY KIA VICE 880.
4. NINE SUBSE QUENT INCIDENTS OF ENEMY BODIES FOUND PR DDCUCED
135 ADDITONAL ENEMY KIA. EIGHT LATE REPORTS ADD 75 ENEMY
KIA TO OUR T OT AL S. THESE FIGURES, ATTRIBUTED TO THE PERIOD
10 - 13 MAY, CHANGE THE RATIO AS FOLLOWS: 1114 EN 169FR;
A RATIO OF S.5:1.
5. WHEN WE DELETE FRIENDLY CASUALTIES FROM MINES AND SUR-
PRISE FIRING DEVICES, TOTALLING 13 FR KIA, THE RATIO CHANGES
AS FOLLOWS: 1114 EN/ 156FR; A ATIO OF 7:1.
6. WHEN WE FURTHER ELIMATE CASUALTIES SUFFERED IN ATTACKS
BY FIRE (10 FR KIA) AND AIRCRAFT SHUT D OWN (22FR KIA), THE
RATIO CHANGES AS FOLLOWS: 1114 EN 124 FR; RATIO 9:1.
7. MINES AND SUR PRISE FIRING DEVICES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
A HIGH PROPORTION OF OUR CASUALTIES UNDER NORMAL" CIRCUM-
STANCES. WE HAVE PUBLICIZED AND EMPL OYED ATT THE LESSONS
LEARNED WITHOUT ELIMINATING THIS PROBLEM, ALTHOUGH THE EFFORT
IS CONTINUOUS. CASUATIES FROM THIS SOURCE SEEM TO GO HAND
IN GL OVE WITH AGGRESSIVE SWEEPING AND PATROLLING
8. ROUTINELY, WE SUFFER A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF CASUALTIES
FROM AIRCRAFT SHUT D NW O. (FOR THE PERIOD 10 - 13. MAY, 22
FRIENDLY KIA. A GAIN, THESE HIGH RATES REFLECT THE TEMPO OF
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~1jNClAS EFT~ 

PTTEZYUW RHMMAFA2719 t3BI410-EEEE--RUHHMFA. 
ZNY EEEEE ',-
P IBI410Z MAY 69 
·FM CG, I II ft1AF 
to RUHHMFA/CG FMFPAC FOR 
8T . 
Ula.AS E F to FOR LTGEN B USE FROM LTGE N NICKERSON 
FREEDON HILL, -R&R/TR~tf4SIENT CENTEa SITUAtION, UPDATE) 
I. WE HAVE MADE GOODPROGR£SS ON tHE EMERGENCY REBUILt) 
OF THE R&R/tRANSlENT CENTER. THE ~SS HALL, OLD BARRACKS 

" AND THE TRANSIENT TERMINAL REPAIRS ARE COMPLETE. rORLOG-
;'" COMO HAS SHIFTEO BOTH TRA HSIENT AM) R&R PROCESSING OPERA­

TIONS FROM CHINA 8EAtH TO THE ABOVE FACILITIES. IN ORDER 
TO ALLEVIATE BILLET SHORTAGE LOCAl.- PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO REPORT ON DAY OF SCREDlD..ED FLIGHT. WORK I 
WELL ~LONG ONREBUILO' OF THE NEll BARRACKS, R&R TERMINAL 
AND LOUNGE. THE INTERIOR OF THE R&R tERMINAL IS BEING MOD­
IFIED TO PROVIDE FOR SMOOTHER PROCESSING. 
2. SAFElY REPAIRS HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE RECREAT ION CENTER. 
USO PERSONNEL ARE WORKING AT OTHER USO CENtERS. RED CROSS CLUB­
MOBILE 15 OPERATING OUT OF THE RED CROSS BILLET. PlANS AND PRIOR­
ITIES ARE BEING ESTABlISHf,;D FOR RAPID A~ COM~!-EJE 
RECONSTRUCT·ION OF tHF: ;'REEDOM HILL RECREAT-ION COMPLEX, 
ESSENTIALLY AS IT WAS. APPROPRIATtD FUND SOURCES WILL BE 
USED FOR THE STRUCTURAL REBUILD OF THOSE ELEMENTS AT THE 
FREEDOM HILL RECREATION COMPlEX WHICH WERE SO FUNDED. NCN­
APPROPRIATED, FUNDS WILL BE USED WHERE NECESSARY FOR INTERo 
IO~~JTE"S NO'J:PROVIDED BY APPROPRIAtED FUN)S. ASSISTANCE 
IN'TIfIS LATTER' INSTANCE FRON MACV. GRANTS, LOANS OR IIIl-
SURANCE REVENUES WILL BE CONSIDERED. POST EXCHANGE CON-

, .. CESSIONAIRES AND USC WILL REFUND THEIR OWN INTERIOR RE-
~IREMENTS. ., 
3. IN' ADDITION WE ARE: CONSIDERING AN EXPANSION OF THE 
CHINA BEACH FACILITY, PARTICULARLY IN DEVELOPMENT OF A 
LARGER DAY USER FACILITY. WE ARE ALSO LOOKING INTO 
DEV£LOPMElt NEAR. CHINA BEACH EXCHAtI3E OF A CENTRALLY 
LOCATED INDOOR/OUTDOOR SPORTS AREA. WE HOPE TO USE 
JOINT NON-APPROPRIATED FUNDS FOR THIS . PURPOSE. THERE 
IS A SLIGHT EVIDENCE OF MACV INTERESt IN FURTHER DEVELOP­
MENT OF;tHE IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER T.J£RE. WE ARE L.OOKING 
INTO THE CAPABIlIty OF tHE LIPJltED AVAILABLE SPACE AT 
,PJUJA_J~E.A.cH.TO SUSTAI.N l~CRE_A.Jl, -JEVEL~~-'~JEt1fOF T~IS 
FACILITY. OWtdlJAIN COEJDERAT 10.1 ·s t HE NECESSITY' . 
or PR~~IDIIKf~:$_U,.rlCIr:.~ DAY USER ECREAT IO~L AREA A NO 
FACILl-! I~S .' "- "".1. c • 

'~~;19 .~.)\ 'cOPY ·&:i 9F ~'k .• CQP!E~·. . 
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PITEZYUW RHMMAFA2719 1381410-EEEE--RUHHMFA.
ZNY EEEEE

FOR

P 181410Z MAY 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHMFA/CG FMFPAC
BT
UNCLAS E F TO FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FREEDON HILL, R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER SITUATION, UPDATE
1. WE HAVE MADE GOOD PROGRESS CN THE EMERGENCY REBUILD
OF THE R&R/TRANSIENT CENTER. THE MESS HALL, OLD BARRACKS
AND THE TRANSIENT TERMINAL REPAIRS ARE COMPLETE. FORLOG-
COMD HAS SHIFTED BOTH TRANSIENT AND R&R PROCESSING OPERA-
TIONS FROM CHINA BEACH TO THE ABOVE FACILITIES. IN ORDER
TO ALLEVIATE BILLET SHORTAGE LOCAL PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN
INSTRUCTED TO REPORT ON DAY OF SCHEDULED FLIGHT. WORK I
WELL ALONG ON REBUILD OF THE NEW BARRACKS, R&R TERMINAL
AND LOUNGE. THE INTERIOR OF THE R&R TERMINAL IS BEING MOD-
IFIED TO PROVIDE FOR SMOOTHER PROCESSING.
2. SAFETY REPAIRS HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE RECREATION CENTER.
USO PERSONNEL ARE WORKING AT OTHER USO CENTERS. RED CROSS CLUB-
MOBILE IS OPERATING OUT OF THE RED CROSS BILLET. PLANS AND PRIOR-
ITIES ARE BEING ESTABLISHED FOR RAPID AND COMPLETE
RECONSTRUCTION OF THE FREEDOM HILL RECREATION COMPLEX,
ESSENTIALLY AS IT WAS. APPROPRIATED FUND SOURCES WILL BE
USED FOR THE STRUCTURAL REBUILD OF THOSE ELEMENTS AT THE
FREEDOM HILL RECREATION COMPLEX WHICH WERE SO FUNDED. NC N-
APPROPRIATED FUNDS WILL BE USED WHERE NECESSARY FOR INTER-
IOR ITEMS NOT PROVIDED BY APPROPRIATED FUNDS. ASSISTANCE
IN THIS LATTER INSTANCE FROM MACV, GRANTS, LOANS OR IN-
SURANCE REVENUES WILL BE CONSIDERED. POST EXCHANGE CON-
CESSIONAIRES AND USO WILL REFUND THEIR OWN INTERIOR RE-
QUIREMENTS.
3. IN ADDITION WE ARE CONSIDERING AN EXPANSION OF THE
CHINA BEACH FACILITY, PARTICULARLY IN DEVELOPMENT OF A
LARGER DAY USER FACILITY. WE ARE ALSO LOOKING INTO
DEVELOPMENT NEAR CHINA BEACH EXCHANGE OF A CENTRALLY
LOCATED INDOOR/OUTDOOR SPORTS AREA. WE HOPE TO USE
JOINT NON-APPROPRIATED FUNDS FOR THIS PURPOSE. THERE
IS A SLIGHT EVIDENCE OF MACV INTEREST IN FURTHER DEVELOP-
MENT OF THE IN-COUNTRY R&R CENTER THERE. WE ARE LOOKING
INTO THE CAPABILITY OF THE LIMITED AVAILABLE SPACE AT
CHINA BEACH TO SUSTAIN INCREASED DEVEL PMENT OF THIS
FACILITY. OUR MAIN CONSIDERATION is THE NECESSITY
OF PROVIDING SUFFICIENT DAY USER RECREAT IONAL AREA AND
FACILITIES.
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TOPSECREI
FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: VISIT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO ICTZ ON 18 MAY 1969
1. THE SECRETARY ENTERED T CORPE AT PHU BAI WHERE HE WAS MET
BY LIGEN LAM, LICEN STILWELL AND MYSELF. WE PROCEEDED TO
XX IV C CRPS BRIEFING ROOM WHERE ME GAVE HIM AN OVERVIEW
OF I C ORPS. E GEN DWYER PRESENTED THE III HAF SIDE COVERING
THE ENEMY THREAT, ALLIED TACTICAL ORGANIZATIONS AND
DISPOSITIONS, RECENT AND CURRENT OPERATIONS, STATUS OF
PACIFICATION AND RVNAF IMPROVEMENT. DICK STILWELL REVIEWED
THE DISPOSITIONS OF UNITS WITHIN HIS CORPS, BRIEFLY DESCRIBED
RECENT AND CURRENT OPERATIONS AND DESCRIBED PROGRESS MADE
IN PACIFICATION IN XXIV CORPS, I.E., EXPANDING ROAD NETWORKS,
RELAXING OF FISHING RESTRICTIONS, THE BUDDING LUMBERING
ACTIVITIES, RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES, ETC.
2 DURING THE COURSE OF DICK'S PRESENTATION ON OPERATIONS
NEAR EA 611 (SUCH AS DEWEY CANYON AND APACHE SN OW! THE
SECRETARY OBSERVED THAT THE RESTRICTIONS LIMITING FRIENDLY
MANEUVER INTO LAOS DID N OT APPEAR TO MAKE MUCH SENSE. HE
ALSO ASKED IF IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF WE WERE PERMITTED TO
MANEUVER INTO THE SHDI1Z. AT THIS POINT, GENERAL ASRAMS TOOK
OVER THE FLOOR AND DESCRIBED THE ACTIONS OF THE 3D MARINE
DIVISION IN DEFEATING THE 322TH NVA DIVISION EARLY LAST FALL
IN THE CENTRAL DYZ AREA. IN ESSENCE, HIS MESSAGE WAS THAT
IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF WE C OULD HAVE MORE FREEDOM TO LOVE
INTO THE SHDNZ OF INTO LACS IN ORDER TO EXPLOIT A GIVEN
SITUATION SUCH AS THE ACTION AGAINST THE 320TH NVA DIVISION
OR IN DEWEY CANYON, BUT NOT JUST FOR THE SAKE OF CONDUCTING
PREPLANNED CROSS BOUNDARY OPERATIONS AS A MATTER OF COURSE.
THE SECRETARY INDICATED THAT HE UNDERST OOD THE MILITARY
COSIDERATIONS INV OLVED AND GAVE THE DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT
IE FAVORED SOLE RELAXATION OF THE CURRENT RULES.
3. AFTER THIS BRIEFING WE PROCEEDED TO THE USS REPOSE
WHERE ME VISITED THE TROOPS. HIS SCN IS A NAVIGATOR ON THE
REP CSE AND HE WAS TRAVELLING WITH THE SECRETARY'S PARTY
WHILE THE SECRETARY WAS IN VIETNAM. LUNCH WAS HELD TOPSIDE
ON THE REPOSE WITH AMBULATORY PATIENTS PRESENT.
4 FROM THERE, THE PARTY PROCEEDED TO THE GIA DANG FISHING
VILLA GE WHERE THE SECRETARY WAS DRIEFED BY THE QUANG TRI
PROVINCE CHIEF, C CL AN. THE PHASIS HERE WAS ON
PACIFICATION AND THE ECONG IC ASPECTS OF IT.
5. FROM GIA DAN G THE PARTY OVED TC THE 3D MARINE DIVISION
AT DONG HA WHERE MGEN JONES BRIEFED ON CURRENT OPERATIONS
IN HIS A,O, INFILIRATION ROUTES, EIC. THE SECRETARY TALKED
WITH TROOPS FROM THE 3D FORCE RECON COMPANY AND THEN PROCEEDED
TO 1ST ARMN DIVISION AT LZ HANCY. LIGEN TRU ONG
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THIEN PROVINCE CHIEF THISC OL LITTARYAWESSR ca BOWEN VISIT OF THE RESETTLE-
of THANH HOONG. WEATHER MOVED IN AT TFIS TIME

AND VISIT TO OF THE 111 WAG SCRUBBED A.D.T RANTYMOVED BACK TOXXIV CORPO HEADQUARTERS.
7. PATNER INFORMAL TIMOU IIONS FOLLOWED AND DURING THIS
TIME. ATD IN SURFTANCE:

TAID THI ITLATION REASON
ALTITOCIO FORDER.

ARE
CAR
THE TOTE
THI: I GET UT IT OULD TC
ME THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF OPERATING ACROSS
THAT BORDER WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTIONS BEING IMPOSED. END. DURINGTHIS C ONVERSATION, HE AGAIN COMENTED ON THE 977 SITUATION.
HE INTINATED THAT AS FAR : HF IC CONCE PC, CHOLLS ALSO
HAVE THE FREEDAI A IN THE
ZJIQNUU ME SAI THAT
HE HAD ADVICED THE PARTINENT CASP WIT: KOREA --

IS A DIFFERENT CASE, THOUGH. AID HE WOLLE T.
C THE PRESIDENT U OPERATIN I ALSC.

AS LAID FY TYE CORETARY LAS GRAVEAITHER
SITE WHERE TEVTRALRUNDREC VICTI
C TET CO A I.A.
DISCUSSE ACTS LIT AT LENGT
& PRICICTAN UFFA DECIAL OFFICIAL
PART O'C)-FLE
AT A FOLT 171 AICON

TAITHEVIC QUITE LIPRENCIVE.
EXPLASIZED THINKING ON ORCEE-

BOADER CPR ATIOIS LITC LAO AND FREEDO OF OPERATION
THE STORE. WOULD THAT GOOD OF TCRASP
SITUATION MOISABLE TO T HE OUG WE EYES OF T
ILITARY CC ANDER UE UERE ALL MOCT INCOURAREE BY THIS
PEFRES IN G ATTITUDE OF THE CECRETARY OF STATE
THAT THERE WERE ANY STATE DEPANTENTTYPE THERE YESTERDAY

ALARA WHAT THE CARTARY CAYING. I
NIGHT THAT I DON'T THAT ECRETARY IS
ADVOCATINCTAT WE HAVE UNLIMITE LAOS,
TUT THAT T I IS AYING THAT RECONSTRAINTL

OF T I E CORDIN TEING TO OUR
OPERATING AREA.
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i Exis C 25 E I SPECAZ EXCLUSIVE/FOR ASGEN 2152 FROM
MARKAE CORPS EYES ONLY. PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMENTION ONLY. DIS.TURR
DURING WORKENG HOURS.
SUBJ: VESIT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 30 XCTZ 00 AS MAY 1969
1. THE SECRETARY ENTERED % CORPS AT PED DAY WHERE NE WAS MEX
BY LIGEN LAM, LIGEN AND MYSELF VE PROCEEDED TO
XXIV CORPS BREEFING ROOM WHERE VS GAVE HIM AN QUERVIES
OF I CORPS. ROSS DUYER PRESENTED THE EEI MAF SIDE COVERAMS
THE ENEMY THREAT, ALLIED TACKICAL AND
DISPOSITIONS, RECENT AND CURRENT OPERATIONS, STATES OF
PACIFICATION AND RVMAF EMPROUMMENT DECK REVREWED
THE DISPOSITIONS OF UNITS WATHEN NES CORPS, BRUKYLY DESCRIBED
RECENT AND CURRET OPERATIONS AND DESCRIBED PROGRESS MADE
IN PACIFICATION IN XXXV CORPS. Softon EXPANDENS ROAD NETWORKS,
RELAXING OF FISHING RESERVANIONS THE BUDDENH
ACTIVITIES RESECTLEMENT OF REFINEES, 5000

PAGE TWO RNAMAFA2848 X 0 E is SPECAT MSED
20 DURING THE COURSE OF DISK'S PRESENTATION ON OPERATIONS
NEAR BA 611 (SUCH AS DEVEL CANYON AND APACHE SHOWS THE
SECRETARY OBSERVED THAT THE RESTRICTIONS LIMEZING FRIENDLY
MANEUVER ENTO LADS DID NOT APPEAR TO MAKE MUCH SENSE. 122

ALSO ASKED IF is WOULD BE HELPFUL NY WE WERE PERMITTED TO
MANEUVER ENTO THE SID MZ. AX THIS POINT, GENERAL ABRAMS 200K
OVER THE FLOOR AND DESCRIBED THE ACTIONS OF THE 3D MARKNE
DIVISION EN DEFEATING THE 3203H NVA DIVISION EARLY LAST FAME
IN THE CENTRAL DMZ ARKA. EN ESSENCE, MSS MESSAGE WAS THAT
IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF VE COULD HAVE MORE PREMOON 20 MOVE
INTO THE SHD MZ OR ANTO LAOS IN ORDER 80 EXPLOXE A GIVEN
SITUATION SUCH AS THE ACTION AGAINST THE 320TH NVA DEVESION
OR IN DEWEY CANYON BUT NOT JUST FOR THE SAKE OF CONDUCTING
PREPLANNED CROSS SOUNDARY OPERATIONS AS A MATTER OF COURSE.
THE SECRETARY INDICATED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THE MELITARY
CONSIDERATIONS INVOLVED AND GAVE THE DISTRACT EMPRESSION WHAS
ME FAVORED SOME RELAXATION OF THE CURRENT RULES.
3. AFTER THIS SRIEFING VE PROCEEDED TO THE USS REPOSE
WHERE HE VISITED THE TROOPS. YOU KNOW THAT HES SON IS A NAVERATOR
ON THE REPOSE AND HE WAS TRAVELLING WITH THE SECRETARY'S PARTY

/IIAS BEEN SENTPAGE / OF 3 PAGES
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PAGE THREE RINMAPA2801 i C SPECIAL NCED
WHILE THE SECREXARY WAS YN VEETNAM LONGH WAS BELL KOPSEDE
ON THE REPOSE WARN AMBULATORY PATIENT'S PRESENT.
40 FROM THERE, THE PARTY PROCEEDED TO THE GXA 00M FISHERS
VILLAGE WHERE THE SECRETARY WAS BRIEFED BY THE QUANA TRE
PROVINCE CHIEF, COL AMc THE EMPHASES HERE WAS ON
PACIFICATION AND THE ECONOMICS ASPECIS OF 88.
So FROM GIA DANG THE PAREY MOVED TO THE so MAR NE DEVESION
AI DONG HA WHERE BILL JONES BRIEFED IN CURRENZ OPERATIONS
IN HIS AO, INFERTRATION ROUTES, ECI. THE SECRETARY SALKED
WITH TROOPS FROM THE 3D FORCE RECON COMPANY AND THEN PROCREDED
TO THE ISS ARVN DEVISION AT 1.2 NANCY. MAME SRU9IS AND HXS
REGIMENTAL COMMANDERS WERE PRESENT AND CRUONS ENTERED THE
SECRETARY ON ARVN OPERATIONS.
60 FROM HERE THE PARTY MOVED 30 THANH HOCKS WHERE THE
THUA THIEN PROVINCE CHEES, COL. THAN, AND LINE SENSOR MELETARY
ADVISOR , COL BOWEN, ESCORTED HIM ON A VISIT OF THE RESETTLE
MENT VILLAGE 05 THANK HUONG. WEATHER MOVED MN AT THIS TIME
AND VISIT TO FSB OF THE 101ST WAS SCRUBBED AND THE PARTY
MOVED BACK TO XXIV CORPS HEADQUARTERS.
70 RATHER INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS FOLLOWED AND DURSING THIS

PAGE FOUR RHMMADA2848 The 0 C E SPKCAT EXCLUSIVE/FOR MCEO
TIME, THE SECRETARY CALLED ME ASIDE AND SAID IN SUBSTANCE:
DON'T UNDERSTAND THIS LAOS BORDER SETUATION 24 SEE NO REASON
WHY WE SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO CROSS THE BORDER. 2 WE 1..0°S
ARE OUR FRIENDS AND OUR ALLIES SUPPOSEDLY IF THE ENEMY
CAN OPERATE THERE, I' WOULD APPEAR TO ME THAT WE SHOULD HAVE
THE SAME PRIVILEGE. I WILL TALK 30 THE PRESIDENT ABOUN
THIS WHEN I GET BACK 10 WASHINGTON, SUT IT WOULD APPEAR 20
ME THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF OPERATING ACROSS
THAT BORDER WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTIONS BEING IMPOSED. END. DURANG
THIS CONVERSATION, HE AGAIN COMMENTED ON THE DMZ SEXUAZION
HE INTIMATED THAT AS FAR AS HE IS CONCERNED WE SHOULD ALSO
HAVE THE FREEDOM TO MANEOVER IN THE SHDMZ, HE SAKD THAT
HE HAD ADVISED THE PRESEDENT IN THE CASE WITH KOREA c
THIS IS A DIFFERENT CASE, THOUGH. HE SAID HE WOULD TALK
TO THE PRESIDENT ABOUT US OPERATING IN THE SHOMZ AL Oo
8. BREATH WAS LAID BY THE SECRETARY AT THE NAM GIAD GRAVE
SITE WHERE SEVERAL MUNDRED UNEDENT IFIED VIETNAMESE VICTIMS
OF TET 68 ARE BURIED. GOOD PHOTO COVERAGE. LAM AND THAN
DISCUSSED VC ACTS WITH THE SECRETARY A3 LENGTH
9. PREOR TO TAKE OFF AND EN ROUTE TO PHU BAI THE OFFECIAL
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PARTY OVER-FLHV HUE CITY. THE SECRETARY DEPARTED PMS BAY
AT ABOUT 1710 FOR SAIGON.

I WOULD SAY THAT THE VISIT WAS QUERE IMPRESSION:10.
POINTS THAT HE EMPHASIZED WERE HES THINKING ON CROSS-

3N
TWO

OPERATIONS INTO LAOS AND FR EDOM OF OPERATIONSBORDER
THE SHDMZ. I WOULD SAY THAT KE HAS A GOOD GRASP OF THE

THESITUATION AND IS ABLE 30 SEE 28 THROUGH THE EYES OF
COMMANDER. UE WERE ALL MOST ENCOURAGED BY THISMILITARY

REFRESHING ATTSTUDE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 3 AM SURK
THAT THERE WERE MANY STATE DEPARTMENT TYPES THERE YESTERDAY

IWITH ALARM WHAT THE SECRETARY WAS SAYING.
MIGHT
WHO VIEWED

EMPHASIZE THAT I DON'T BELIEVE THAT THE SECRETARY IS

ADVOCATING THAT WE HAVE UNLIMETED OPERATIONS IN LAOS,
BUT THAT HE IS SAVING THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRAINED
JUST BECAUSE OF THE BORDER BEING CONTIGUOUS 20 OUR
OPERATING AREA.
GPOA
BT
2848
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CONUSHACV
ce AMERICAL DIV

OPSECRET
GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON INFO MAED GETTYS

PIERCE VALLEY, PHASE 11 (u)
ce III MAF 2313082 MAY69
(5) ANALYSIS OF AVAILABLE INTELLIGENCE, INCLUDING REPORTS

FROM PROJECT DELTA, INDICATES THERE IS NO MAJOR ENEMY ACTIVITY
In OP PIERCE VALLEY AREA AT THIS TIME. PROBABLE ENEMY TROOPS IN
THE AREA ARE REAR AREA SECURITY, ENGINEER AND COMMO-LIAISON,
REACTION TO RECONNAISSANCE EFFORT HAS VARIED FROM POOR TO WELL
ORGANIZED MOBILIZATION OF PLATOON SIZE REACTION FORCES. NO
MOTORABLE ROADS HAVE BEEN FOUND AND ONLY TWO HIGH SPEED TRAILS
ARE KNOWN. al-14, FROM KHAM DUC SOUTH, ROUTE 9661 AND ROUTE 534
EVIDENCE MODERATE FOOT TRAFFIC.
2. (TS) PROJECT DELIA AND SOG HAVE NOT YET PENETRATED THE
HEART OF BA-614, LAOTIAN BORDER-ROUTE 966/165 AREA, IMMEDIATE
KHAR DUC AREA, OR ROUTE 9661. RECON OPERATIONS ARE PRESENTLY
SCHEDULED UNTIL 31 MAY WITH INSERTIONS PLANNED AT ZC 945093,
ZB YB 951876, AND FROM ZB 043971 TO ZB 662968.
3. (8) AS A RELATED MATTER, ENEMY ACTIVITY IN AMERICAL TAOI HAS
FALLEN OFF IN RECENT DAYS, BUT EACH OF THE FOUR BRIGADES CONTINUES
IN MODERATE TO HEAVY CONTACT. WHILE THE THREAT HAS DECREASED,MAJOR ESEMY FORCES REMAIN WITHIN STRIKING RANGE OF IAM KY,
QUANG NGAI CITY, MO DUC AND DUC PHO.
4. (TS) AT THIS TIME, THREE COURSES OF ACTION ARE SUGGESTED BY
CURRENT SITUATION:

A. C/A 1. BEGIN PHASE 11 ON I JUNE. THIS COUR I OF ACTION
CONSIDERED INAPPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME DUE TO LACK OF A CONFIRMED
RENUNERATIVE TARGET IN THE KHAM DUC AREA. FURTHERMORE, THE
CURRENT SITUATION IN THE AMERICAL TAOI MITIGATES AGAINST RE-
DUCING TROOP DENSITY IN COASTAL PLAIN AREA.

B. C/A 2. CANCEL OF PIERCE VALLYE. ALTHOUGH RECON TO DATE
NAS YET TO PRODUCE INTELLIGENCE OF SIGNIFICANT ENEMY ACTIVITY,
SEVERAL IMPORTANT AREAS REMAIN TO BE RECONNOITERED BY PROJECT
DELIA AND sea. SPECIFICALLY THE HIGH GROUND AROUND KHAM DUC,ROUTE 9661 AND ROUTE 966. THIS COURSE OF ACTION CONSIDERED PRE-
MATURE AT THIS TIME.

C. C/A 3. CONTINUE PHASE I RECON INTO FIRST TWO WEEKS OF JUNE.
THIS COURSE OF ACTION RETAINS FULL CAPABILITY TO INITIATE SUB-
SEQUENT PHASES PENDING CONTINUED RECON EFFORT AND EVALUATION OF
OF PIERCE VALLEY AREA.
3. (5) IN VIEW OF FOREGOING II IS MY INTENTION TO IMPL
COURSE OF ACTION 3. EXTENSION OF DELTA FORCE to
THIS CARE REQUEST YOUR SUPPORT A. are
LAN INFORMED HE THAT NE HAS REQUESTED DELTA EXTENSION THROUGH

(39/1)
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TO RUHHF~A/CG FMFPAC ,>' 
~TO P SEC RET I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/:,'fl:ARINE CORPS EYES ONLY I FOR ~' 
LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN N!Cl(ERSON ' SEC. ONE Or THREE , .. 
SECNAV·S VISIT TO WESiPAC (S)' • ~ 
A. CG Fr'!F'PAC 14222SZ MAY69 " . . , • 
1. lAW REF' A THE FOLLotHNG REPORT SUBN-ITrED~ ," 

r.. HEA!)QUARTERS III ~Ar . . - . " 
THE SECRETARY OF' THE NAVY WAS BRIEFED AT HQS III ~1f1F FO'R '\. 

ONE HOUR ON 24 MAY 19690 THE 8R rEf! NG W~S A N OVERVIEW OF THE CURRENT , 
SITU~,TION IN IOTZ, AND COVERED INTELLJ'GENCE p DISPOSITION OF. F'ORCES p ,-" 

RECENT AND CURRENT OPERATIONS, THE COMBINED flCTION PROGR{l,~1 p AND THE . ~ 
PRESENT STATUS OF' PACIFICATION IN lCTZ. QUESTION AND ANS~!ERS EVOLVING '\ 
FROM THE SR IEF'ING ARE AS F01..LO~:S: 

QUESTION: ~JHAT DO ARVN NEED TO HOlP, leTZ BElOt\f ·PRESEN'r lEVEL OF " 
USI F'\~fo: FOR CES? " 

ANSWERs THIS IS A FUNCTION OF ENEr~'Y;. THREAT, BASED ON CURRENT • ,. 
SITUATION ALL fORCES NOt~ IN Icrz ARE NEEDED TO MAINTAIN PROGRESS" Sl-!ruL~, 

~: 
~. 

PAG£ TWO RHMMArA 5134 TOP SEC R' E T :EXCLUSIVE fOR NeEO 
THE NVfi FORCES tHTHDRA~} CQ[~PL£TELY AND,' NVA PEHSONNEL ARE NOT USED 
TO FILL VC UNITS" THE RESIDUAL VC THREAT IS WITHIN THE CAPABILITY 
ARVN FORCES., 

QUESTION: WHY IS NGF REQUESTED OVER ARTILLERy1 
ANS~!ER & THE LONG COASTLINE OF SVN A,NO THE iqANY LUCRATIVE 

T~RGETS LOCATED ALONG THE COASTLINE ?R£SENTS A UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE U$E OF NGF. pur ANOTHER WAY, NGF CAN GAIN 
RAPID ACCESS TO ANY TARGET ALONG THE COAST~ WHILE ARTILLERY IN 
MANY INSTANCES WOULD REQUIRE SLOWER DISPLACEMZNT AND DRAW-DOWN 
ON USE ELSEWHERE" SPECIFIC ADVANTA,G-ES: INCLUDE NOF CAPABILITY 
TO DESTROY HEAVILY CONSTRUCTED fORtIFICATIONS; DIRECT FIRE 
ACCURACY; ~ND CAPABILITY TO ASSUME ,A FAVORABt::: GUN ... tARGET L!NEo 

~UESTION: HOW EFFECTIVE w'AS THE NnJ J'ERSEY? ' 
~NSWER: VERY EFFECTIVE. THE HIGHLY bESTRUC!IVE CAPABILITY 

OF' 16" WAS EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE AND MUCH. fEARED BY THE ENEMYo 
ADD IT IONALL Y II ITS RANGE GAVE IT AC·CESS TO AREi~S 'OT HER~JlSE 
INACCESSIBLE TO NGF. 'IN SUMMARY, NO OY",ER W.EA~:I0N~ AIR OR 
ARTILLERY CAN MATCH IT FOR COMEINATrON OF ACCURACY ~ND 
DESTRUCTldN. CG III MAr ELI'BORATED ON ,NEED Foa BATTLESHIP TO 
BE CONSTANTLY ON STAT I ON AND SUGGESTED, THAT CONS!DERATiON 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO TRAINING REPLACEr~ENT GUN CRE~JS ON 

or ~ 

~ 
\ 
~ 
~ 
~ '\, 
~, 

~ 
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FM CG III MAF
TO RUHMFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
OPSECRET / SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/ MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY / FORT

LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON SEC ONE OF THREE
SECNAV'S VISIT TO WESTPAC (S)
A. CG FMFPAC 1422252 MAY69
1. IAW REF A THE FOLLOWING REPORT SUBMITTED:

A. HEADQUARTERS III MAF
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY WAS BRIEFED AT HQS III MAF FOR

ONE HOUR ON 24 MAY 1969. THE BRIEFING WAS AN OVERVIEW OF THE CURRENT
SITUATION IN ICTZ, AND COVERED INTELLIGENCE, DISPOSITION OF FORCES,
RECENT AND CURRENT OPERATIONS, THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM, AND THE
PRESENT STATUS OF PACIFICATION IN ICTZ. QUESTION AND ANSWERS EVOLVING
FROM THE BRIEFING ARE AS FOLLOWS:

QUESTION: WHAT DO ARVN NEED TO HOLD ICTZ BELOW PRESENT LEVEL OF
US/FWM FORCES?

ANSWER: THIS IS A FUNCTION OF ENEMY THREAT, BASED ON CURRENT
SITUATION ALL FORCES NOW IN ICTZ ARE NEEDED TO MAINTAIN PROGRESS. SHOULD

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 5134 T OPSECRE T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
THE NVA FORCES WITHDRAW COMPLETELY AND NVA PERSONNEL ARE NOT USED
TO FILL VC UNITS, THE RESIDUAL VC THREAT IS WITHIN THE CAPABILITY OF
ARVN FORCES.

QUESTION: WHY IS NGF REQUESTED OVER ARTILLERY?
ANSWER: THE LONG COASTLINE OF SVN AND THE MANY LUCRATIVE

TARGETS LOCATED ALONG THE COASTLINE PRESENTS A UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE USE OF NGF. PUT ANOTHER WAY, NGF CAN GAIN
RAPID ACCESS TO ANY TARGET ALONG THE COAST, WHILE ARTILLERY IN
MANY INSTANCES WOULD REQUIRE SLOWER DISPLACEMENT AND DRAW-DOWN
ON USE ELSEWHERE, SPECIFIC ADVANTAGES INCLUDE NGF CAPABILITY
TO DESTROY HEAVILY CONSTRUCTED FORTIFICATIONS: DIRECT FIRE
ACCURACY; AND CAPABILITY TO ASSUME A FAVORABLE GUN-TARGET LINE.

QUESTION: HOW EFFECTIVE WAS THE NEW JERSEY?
ANSWER: VERY EFFECTIVE. THE HIGHLY DESTRUCTIVE CAPABILITY

OF 16" WAS EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE AND MUCH FEARED BY THE ENEMY.
ADDITIONALLY, ITS RANGE GAVE IT ACCESS TO AREAS OTHERWISE
INACCESSIBLE TO NGF. IN SUMMARY, NO OTHER WEAPON, AIR OR
ARTILLERY, CAN MATCH IT FOR COMBINATION OF ACCURACY AND
DESTRUCTION. CG III MAF ELABORATED ON NEED FOR BATTLESHIP TO
BE CONSTANTLY ON STATION AND SUGGESTED THAT CONSIDERATION
SHOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO TRAINING REPLACEMENT GUN CREWS ON
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~ .. "PAGE tHREE" ~,Ht4~1Afl'A '5 iS4' T'O 'PS E ·C 'R--t ';f E}(cLus'IVE FOR ~reEO ' :\ 
/ B"1TLESHIP(S) J'JOW IN ~OTH BALLS AN~ RotATE ENTZRE SHIPS CREl~S \) , " 

/ 
RELEIVING ON$:'rATION. UPKEEP COULD, BE PERF01UiEO IN tlESTPAC. ~. ,. 

/ 
(COMME~ll AS SECRETARY OF THE NAVY'VISIT PROGRESSED IT APPEARED 
THAT HE WAS FAVORABLY DISPOSED TO iKE REr;JUIREr'.ENT FOR , " 

/ 
BATTLESHIP AND RETURN OF' THE NEt~ JERSEY.), " 

QUEST ION: HOW ABOUT THE SLIT, \~HAI DOES It G rVE VOU'2 • , 
/ ANSWER: YOU ARE HERE OUR1 NG A PtR I CD WHEN rfS USEFULNESS , ' 

/ 
IS CLEARLY EVIDENT. CURRENTLY g THERE ARE SEVERAL tHDELY " 

/
' SEPARATED HIGH THREAT AREAS IN I CTZ. THE, SLf IS PREPARED TO , , 

" RESPOND TO THE SITUATION BECAUSE OF: 1:'1'S U.NIGlUE DOUBLE NOBILITY "', 

/ 
CAPABILITY -- BY SHIP UP AND DOWN THE: .c'OAS1 ~ND BY SURFACE , ' 
CRAFT AND HELICOPTERS I NLAND. IT IS: OUR ONLY FORCE tHAT THE " , 

/. ENE~Y DOESN'T HAVE A y-ix ON AND HE HAS TO BE CONCERNED AS TO :'( 

/ WHERE WE MAY CHOOSE TO USE IT. FURTHEnMORE. THE BL! OF THE ~ . 

/ 
SlY p BE I NG 'D ISE NGAGED FROM COMBAT AND REFRESHED AFLOAT It IS , , 
f']UCH NORE EFFECTIVE INITIAL THAN ~ BAT:r.L£-~J£ARV BATTALION ". 

/ 
COfl,MITTE,D ASHORE. (CO~1~lENTI THE SECRET~RY·S INTEREST IN THE ,,',' 

/ 
SLF CONTINUED 'THROUGHOUT HIS VISIT' AND HE APPEARS TO FAVOR THE • , 
2 SLF CONCEPT.) ~ 

~ QUESTION: WHAT IS THE SIZE OF AN AVERAGE ENEMY BATTALION? , ,. 

/ ,,: 
/~ PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 'lSi! TOP SEC R E 1. EXCLUSIVE FOR r'lCEO ~, 

ANSWER g AT FULL STRENGTH BETWEEN ~.2J0 'AND 500 t"EN~ BUT ~ , 
/ OVERI1Ll I.N ICTZ p BATTALIONS AVERAGE. O"N1.Y ABOUT 50 PERCENT FULL ," 

/ 
STRENGTHD ;: . , 

QUESTION: WHAT IS TH~ CALIBER OF T~E ENEMY YOU ARE MEETING? , ' 

/ 
IiNSWE,Ra GOOD. THEY ARE ADEQUATELY Et;lUIPPED AND TRAINED. . , . 

. / 'WE H~VE NOTICED IN THE ~AST YEAR THEY SEE~ TO BE A BIT YOUNGER. ~. 
/j IN GEC\'£RALo THEY APPEAR TO BE l;JELLl'"~10TIVATEO HAVING HAD THREE \:' ' 
/ TO FOUR ~ONrHS OF, TRAHllNG I N NORTH VIErNAf~ PRI CR TO DEP1.0YMENT ~ • , 

/ 
HOtsJEVER, WE HAVE CAPTURED PRISONERS tHIO STATED THEY HAD NO 
TRI1 INI~. ON THE OTHER HAND', THE 29.TH NVA. REGll~ENT WHICH WE , ' 

/
~, RECENTLY CONTACTED IN THE A SHAU VALl'E'Y BORE EVIDENCE OF BEING ", 

/, WELL-TRAINED, EVEN SEIZING lHE l~lrIA~IVE UPON OCCASION. ~ , 
QUESTION: WHAT KIND OF' PW'S ARE WE GETTING? ARE THEY HARD , ~ 

/ 
TO GET? ". , 

~NSWERI IN GENERAL, PW·S ARE QUITE HARD TO GET BUT ARE ~ 
/ GENERALLY COOPERATIVE ONCE THEY HAVE COME INTO OUR HANDS. THEY , ' 

/ 
ARE STILL FAIRLY RESISTENT IN THE FIRST, STAGES of INTE"RROGAT!ON ' , 
AS IT IS APPARENT THAT THEIR POLITICAL OFFICERS ARE STILL ~ 

/ PREACHING TO TH£:r<l THAT THEY ARE \/IN-N!NG. HOttlEVER 0 THEY SOON , '. 
/ BREAK DO~!N AS A GENERAL RULE AND BEcor~E CO-oPERATIVED , 

; PAGE_201= ~PAGES 1'6 < ~. 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 5134 S E C EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
BATTLESHIP(S) NOW IN MOTH BALLS AND: ROTATE ENTERE SHIPS CREWS,
RELEIVING ON STATION. UPKEEP COULD BE PERFORMED IN WESTPAC.
(COMMENT: AS SECRETARY OF THE NAVY VISIT PROGRESSED IT APPEARED
THAT HE WAS FAVORABLY DISPOSED TO THE REQUIREMENT FOR
BATTLESHIP AND RETURN OF THE NEW JERSEY.)

QUESTION: HOW ABOUT THE SLF, WHAT DOES IT GIVE YOU?
ANSWER: YOU ARE HERE DURING A PERI OD WHEN ITS USEFULNESS

IS CLEARLY EVIDENT. CURRENTLY, THERE ARE SEVERAL WIDELY
SEPARATED HIGH THREAT AREAS IN ICTZ. THE SLF IS PREPARED TO
RESPOND TO THE SITUATION BECAUSE OF ITS UNIQUE DOUBLE MOBILITY
CAPABILITY -- BY SHIP UP AND DOWN THE COAST AND BY SURFACE
CRAFT AND HELICOPTERS INLAND. IT IS: OUR ONLY FORCE THAT THE
ENEMY DOESN'T HAVE A FIX ON AND HE HAS TO BE CONCERNED AS TO
WHERE WE MAY CHOOSE TO USE IT. FURTHERMORE, THE BLT OF THE
SLF, BEING DISENGAGED FROM COMBAT AND REFRESKED AFLOAT, IS
MUCH MORE EFFECTIVE INITIAL THAN A BATTLE-WEARY BATTALION
COMMITTED ASHORE. (COMMENT: THE SECRETARY'S INTEREST IN THE
SLF CONTINUED THROUGHOUT HIS VISIT AND HE APPEARS TO FAVOR THE
2 SLF CONCEPT.)

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE SIZE OF AN AVERAGE ENEMY BATTALION?

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 5134 I EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
ANSWER: AT FULL STRENGTH BETWEEN 420 AND 500 MEN, BUT

OVERALL IN ICTZ, BATTALIONS AVERAGE ONLY ABOUT 60 PERCENT FULL
STRENGTH.

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE CALIBER OF THE ENEMY YOU ARE MEETING?
ANSWER: GOOD. THEY ARE ADEQUATELY EQUIPPED AND TRAINED.

WE HAVE NOTICED IN THE PAST YEAR THEY SEEM TO BE A BIT YOUNGER.
IN GENERAL, THEY APPEAR TO BE WELL-MOTIVATED HAVING HAD THREETO FOUR MONTHS OF TRAINING IN NORTH VIETNAM PRIOR TO DEPLOYMENT ;
HOWEVER, WE HAVE CAPTURED PRISONERS WHO STATED THEY HAD NO
TRAINING. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE 29TH NVA. REGIMENT WHICH WE
RECENTLY CONTACTED IN THE A SHAU VALLEY BORE EVIDENCE OF BEING
WELL-TRAINED, EVEN SEIZING THE INITIATIVE UPON OCCASION.

QUESTION: WHAT KIND OF PW'S ARE WE GETTING? ARE THEY HARD
TO GET?

ANSWER: IN GENERAL, PW*S ARE QUITE HARD TO GET BUT ARE
GENERALLY COOPERATIVE ONCE THEY HAVE COME INTO OUR HANDS. THEY
ARE STILL FAIRLY RESISTENT IN THE FIRST STAGES OF INTERROGATION
AS IT IS APPARENT THAT THEIR POLITICAL OFFICERS ARE STILL
PREACHING TO THEM THAT THEY ARE WINNING. HOWEVER, THEY SOON
BREAK DOWN AS A GENERAL RULE AND BECOME COOPERATIVE.

PAGE 20F9 PAGES
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/ 

QUEST ION: WHAT ABOUT THE VC? HOW STRONG ARE THEY? \.' 

/
. ANSWER: WE fEEL rH~T THEY HAVE StENSIGNIFICANTLY ." 

WE~KENEO EY THE FIGHTING Of THE PAST E.7GHTEEN ~!oNTHS. ~JE HAVE \. ' 

~ 
NOTED TH~T ASOUT 87 PER CENT OF tHE PERSO('\NEL 1.N ORGANIZED UNITS \.\:. '. ' : 
ARE OF ~lORTH VIETNAMESE ORIGI N. THIS IS A 0 tREe! REFLECTION • " 
UPON THE DECLINING TROOP STRENGTH or THE VC ~1AIN IHiD LOCAl. FORCE 

/ 
UNITS AND THE ENEMY'S INABILITY TO RE.CRUn' .REPLACEf·1ENTS FOR HIS \. ~ 
BPTTLEFIELD LOSSES. . . . '\. 

/ QUESTIONs ,BEFORE THE 1968 TET OFFE::NSIVEf/ "tHrt.T PER CENT OF ~. 
/ 

THE ENEMY'S ~ORCES IN I CORPS WERE. OF NVA ORXGIN? \. ~ 

/ 

A NSt..'ER : OUR STATISTICS INDICATE TH.foI AS.OUt 70 PER CENT • , 
OF THE ENEMY'S STRENGTH IN I CORPS 'A1 THAT TiME WERE NVA. ~ 

/ QUESTION: ARE THERE ONLY {·1ARINES IN CA'PS? \. ' 

/ 
ANSWER: YES, EXCEPT FOR THE NAVY C.QRPSMEN. . " 
QUESTION: HOW COME THE ARtIlY HASN'T. DEVELOPED A CAP PROGRAM? ". 

/ ANS\J:ER~ tHEY ARE LOOKING INTO IT. AND. STUDING IT VERY , . 

/ 
CAREFULL Y. '\ \." 

QUESTIONt DO YOU HAVE ~ DEMAND F~R MORE CAPS? . , 
/ 

ANSWER: INDEED WE DO. THE PEOPLE LaVE TO HAVE A CAP IN , . 
/ THE IR VILLAGE. '~ . ,. 

/ . , 
/

' ,. 
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/ QUEST ION: ONCE CAP GOES INTO A VILt.A,GE, DO tHEY STAY? \. " 
~NSltER: YES, UNTIL THE PF·S ARE SUFFICIENTLY TRAINED TO • " 

/ HANDLE THE VILLAGE SECURITY BY THEf1SELVES. MAR XNE ELEMENTS '\: 
/ OF 52 CI1PS HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED' TO NEtt} VILLAGES SINCE THE· '\. 

/ 
PROGRAM- S INCEPTION. • '\. 

~UEST ION: DOES CAP STILL HAVE A HIG·H EXTENSION RATE? \: 
/ ANSWER: YES, BUT WE·RE BECOrlING ffl,ORE SELECTIVEo \.' 

/
. QUESTION: WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY THE ELUHNATION OF THE Vcr? . " 

HOW ARE THE vel ELIMINATEO'? \. ' 

/
. At{SWER: THEY ARE EITHER KILLED II TAKEN. PiHSONER" OR ACCEPl'ED . , 

UNDER' THE CHIEU HOI (RALLIER) PROGR'AK. ~ 0,' B. FIRST MARINE DIVISION • \. ' 
/, THE SECRETARY: OF' THE NAVY WAS BRIEFED ON THE OVERALL ," 

/
' SITUIlTION IN FIRST MARPIV, OPERA!lON OF RECON TEAMS AND SMALL ":\ ' 

UNIT OPERATl,ONS OF FIRST BATl'ALION o• SEVENTH ~lARINES. HE AWARDED 
~ tHREE SILVER STAR MEDALS TO MEMBERS OF FIRST BATTALION, SEVENTH , ' 

/ 
MARINES. POSSI9LY REFLECTING HIS ~lARINE CORPS EXPERIENCE IN l " 

." KOREA, HE 'SEEMED MOST I,NTERESTED IN S~:AlL U.NIT EQUI?r~ENr \.. " / . ., 
/

. ~~~~~~u~e~1lA~riM;I~~EH~~~~~~EH~O~L~~Es~~w~~F~~i~~E~~A~NH~~~E ~ 
GP-4 . . "\ 

~ B~la4 ~ 
/ PAGE~OF LPAGES "-/ .". 

/: " / J ~ LjCJ(y} ~ 
/ III HAF 2100/4 COpy OF COPIES TOP SECRET ';' 
/////// //// //////// / / / /// / / //// // .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA 5134 T 0 P S EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
QUESTION: WHAT ABOUT THE VC? HOW STRONG ARE THEY?
ANSWER: WE FEEL THAT THEY HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY

WEAKENED BY THE FIGHTING OF THE PAST EIGHTEEN MONTHS. WE HAVE
NOTED THAT ABOUT 87 PER CENT OF THE PERSONNEL IN ORGANIZED UNITS
ARE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE ORIGIN. THIS IS A DIRECT REFLECTION
UPON THE DECLINING TROOP STRENGTH OF THE VC MAIN AND LOCAL FORCE
UNITS AND THE ENEMY'S INABILITY TO RECRUIT REPLACEMENTS FOR HIS
BATTLEFIELD LOSSES.

QUESTION: BEFORE THE 1968 TET OFFENSIVE, WHAT PER CENT OF
THE ENEMY'S FORCES IN I CORPS WERE OF NVA ORIGIN?

ANSWER: OUR STATISTICS INDICATE THAT ABOUT 70 PER CENT
OF THE ENEMY'S STRENGTH IN I CORPS AT THAT TIME WERE NVA.

QUESTION: ARE THERE ONLY MARINES IN CAPS?
ANSWER: YES, EXCEPT FOR THE NAVY CORPSMEN.
QUESTION: HOW COME THE ARMY HASN'I DEVELOPED A CAP PROGRAM?
ANSWER: THEY ARE LOOKING INTO IT AND. STUDING IT VERY

CAREFULLY.
QUESTION: DO YOU HAVE A DEMAND FOR MORE CAPS?
ANSWER: INDEED WE DO. THE PEOPLE LOVE TO HAVE A CAP IN

THEIR VILLAGE.

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA 5134 IOPSECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
QUESTION: ONCE CAP GOES INTO A VILLAGE, DO THEY STAY?
ANSWER: YES, UNTIL THE PF'S ARE SUFFICIENTLY TRAINED TO

HANDLE THE VILLAGE SECURITY BY THEMSELVES. MARINE ELEMENTS
OF 52 CAPS HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO NEW VILLAGES SINCE THE
PROGRAM'S INCEPTION.

QUESTION: DOES CAP STILL HAVE A HIGH EXTENSION RATE?
ANSWER: YES, BUT WE'RE BECOMING MORE SELECTIVE.
QUESTION: WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY THE ELIMINATION OF THE VCI?

HOW ARE THE VCI ELIMINATED?
ANSWER: THEY ARE EITHER KILLED, TAKEN PRISONER, OR ACCEPTED

UNDER THE CHIEU HOI (RALLIER) PROGRAM.
B. FIRST MARINE DIVISION
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY WAS BRIEFED ON THE OVERALL

SITUATION IN FIRST MARDIV, OPERATION OF RECON TEAMS AND SMALL
UNIT OPERATIONS OF FIRST BATTALION, SEVENTH MARINES. AWARDED
THREE SILVER STAR MEDALS TO MEMBERS OF FIRST BATTALION, SEVENTH
MARINES. POSSIBLY REFLECTING HIS MARINE CORPS EXPERIENCE IN
KOREA, HE SEEMED MOST INTERESTED IN SMALL UNIT EQUIPMENT
PARTICULARLY ITEMS OF HARDWARE FOR USE BY INFANTRY THAT HAVE
BECOME AVAILABLE SINCE KOREA. HE ALSO SHOWED INTEREST IN SOME
GP-4
BT
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/ TOP SEC RET I SPECAT EXCLUSUIE I MARI.NE CORPS EYES ONLY I FOR , .. 

/ 
LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON SEC-TION TWO Of THREE, . " 

, ASPECTS OF PERSONNEL ~ANAGEMENT SUC~ AS REENLIS!MENT BONUS AND ~ 
",/ EXTENSION OF TOURS IN RVN.· ..' , ' 

/
7 • C. FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND .". . " 

. SECN~V' CONDUCTED A WALK-THROUGH .JOUR OF· SHIPPING & ,. 
/ RECEIVING WAREHOUSE, PP&P FACILITY, AViOMATED SERVICES CENTER g , ' 

/ 
cop ~M) MAIN! BN SHOPS, VISIT MADE .TO :rHE CHILDREN·S HOSPITAL ," 

. WHERE SECRETARY INDICATED INTEREST! I~ AND PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE . " 
/ OF THE PL#I.N FOR SPONSORSHIP BEING ASSlI~1-ED B¥ THE WORLD RELIEF '- . 

/ 
COII!MtSION. . , " 

D. FIRST MAR INE AIRCRAFT ~J!NG .', ". 
/ SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.HAD LUNCH~ON ~ITH FY.FTY OF THE ~ , 

/ 
JUNIOR OFFICERS OF THE FIRST MAW. O.VERALL, THE SECRETARY WAS ~ " . 

. ' RELAXED, JOVIAL 9 EASY TO TAL1( TO ANO APPARENTLY WAS PLEASED TO :-\ 
/ BE WITH THE YOUNGER OFFICERS. BEFORE lPNCHEON HE \1.I ANDERED . , .' 

// ,,: 
/ 
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. ~BOUT FREELY AC\1J) ENCOURAGED DISCUSSION: ON .A WIDE RANGE OF , " 
~ ITEMS CONCERNING AVIATION MATTERS. HE DISCUSSED COMBAT LOSSES '~' 

/ 
VS KILL RATIO AND MADE A REMARK THAT THIS WAS A WAR OF STATIs'ncs. . "\. 

A GENERAL OVERVIEW AND SU~M'ARY OF' tHE QUESTIO'NS ASKED , . 

/ ' BY THE SECRETARY AND ANSWERS PROVID.ED BY THE JUlUOR OFFICERS ,," 
RESPONDING FOLLcn.1SI. ( . . '\ 

~ QUESTION: DO THE SECON!) TOUR PILOTS BELIEVE UE ARE GAINING ~', " 
/ IN THE WAR SINCE THEIR LAST TRIP? . • " 

/ 
ANSWER: BELIEVE WE WERE WINNIN~ THE· WAR THE r~lRST TRIP 

OUI HERE sur NOW MORE OR LESS WAR ·IN i~ A STABlt.IZED stAlE: ',' 
/ HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT LOSING. '. . ~ \,. 

/ 
. QUESTIONI WHAT DO SECOND TOUR HELO PILOTS THINK Of' THEIR ~ 

/ 

DAILY WORK? . ; . . ,,: 
ANSWER: FUTILE SITUATION. TAKE ASSU'ALT tROOPS TO LZ Dur~P \.. . 

/ 
THEM our. GO BACK LATER TO PICK UP' DEAD .AND. WOUNDED. THEN ... '\ 
~ FEW DAYS LATER RETURN TO THE SCENE', RETRACT THOSE ~J)i0 SURVIVE II " 

/ THEN REPEAT SAME CYCLE WEEKS OR MONTHS. LA-tER AT SAME PLACE. , " 

/
' QUESTION, HOW IS MARINE CORPS SUPPLY SYSTEM? • "\ 

ANSWER: HAVE TO CANNIBALIZE TO KEEP FLYING .. CHERE THE , . 
~ SECRETARY TOOK OUT HIS NOTEBOOK TO WRITE.) PARTS SUPPORT FOR ". 
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T E C R E T / SPECAT EXCLUSIVE / MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY I FOR
LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON SECTION TWO OF THREE
ASPECTS OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT SUCH AS REENLISTMENT BONUS AND
EXTENSION OF TOURS IN RVN.

C. FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND
SECNAV CONDUCTED A WALK-THROUGH TOUR OF SHIPPING &

RECEIVING WAREHOUSE, PP&P FACILITY, AUTOMATED SERVICES CENTER,
CCP AND MAINT BN SHOPS. VISIT MADE TO THE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
WHERE SECRETARY INDICATED INTEREST, IN AND PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE
OF THE PLAN FOR SPONSORSHIP BEING ASSUMED BY THE WORLD RELIEF
COMMISION.

D. FIRST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY HAD LUNCHEON WITH FIFTY OF THE

JUNIOR OFFICERS OF THE FIRST MAW. OVERALL, THE SECRETARY WAS
RELAXED, JOVIAL, EASY TO TALK TO AND APPARENTLY WAS PLEASED TO
BE WITH THE YOUNGER OFFICERS. BEFORE LUNCHEON HE WANDERED

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 5135 T T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
ABOUT FREELY AND ENCOURAGED DISCUSSION: ON A WIDE RANGE OF
ITEMS CONCERNING AVIATION MATTERS. HE DISCUSSED COMBAT LOSSES
VS KILL RATIO AND MADE A REMARK THAT THIS WAS A WAR OF STATISTICS.

A GENERAL OVERVIEW AND SUMMARY OF THE QUESTIONS ASKED
BY THE SECRETARY AND ANSWERS PROVIDED BY THE JUNIOR OFFICERS
RESPONDING FOLLOWS:

QUESTION: DO THE SECOND TOUR PILOTS BELIEVE WE ARE GAINING
IN THE WAR SINCE THEIR LAST TRIP?

ANSWER: BELIEVE WE WERE WINNING THE WAR THE FIRST TRIP
OUT HERE BUT NOW MORE OR LESS WAR IN IN A STABILIZED STATE:
HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT LOSING.

QUESTION: WHAT DO SECOND TOUR HELO PILOTS THINK OF THEIR
DAILY WORK?

ANSWER: FUTILE SITUATION. TAKE ASSUALT TROOPS TO LZ DUMP
THEM OUT, GO BACK LATER TO PICK UP DEAD AND. WOUNDED. THEN
A FEW DAYS LATER RETURN TO THE SCENE, RETRACT THOSE WHO SURVIVE,
THEN REPEAT SAME CYCLE WEEKS OR MONTHS. LATER AT SAME PLACE.

QUESTION: HOW IS MARINE CORPS SUPPLY SYSTEM?
ANSWER: HAVE TO CANNIBALIZE TO KEEP FLYING. CHERE THE

SECRETARY TOOK OUT HIS NOTEBOOK TO WRITE.) PARTS SUPPORT FOR
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/ CH-46 IS ~ REAL PROBLEM. NOT ENOUGH AIRCRAFT TO r~EET CONfllTr~ENl'S, , ' 

/
' ~LL S~U#\DRONS HfiVE THE SANE PROBLEr~G' , " , ". 
, QUESTION: HOW IS R&R1 ~HERE DO MOST OF THE ~XR CREWS " ' 

/ GO AND HO~J ARE THEY PICKED? ' • ,,'" 

/ 
.ANSWER: t·10S1 CRElJ!S R&R ,IN SIDNEY. OR HAHAI!. THEY ARE ' ," 

PICt(ED BY LENGTH OF TIME IN COUNTRY~~ TtlE GUY ~JITH THE LONGEST • , 
/ TU~E IN COUNTRY GETS FIRST CHOICE., . ' , ' 

/ 
QUESTION: DO MANY WIVES MEET HUS8ANDS IN HA'JAII Al\1I) HO\1 • , 

/' 

~UCH DOES THIS COST? , ~, 
ANSWER~ MOST OF THE: AIR CRE'~S MEE.'!. THEIR WIJES IN HAt1AII. , . 

/ 
THE OVER~Lt COST IS BETWEEN 8021"10(fJ~ D(lLLAR.s 01£PENDING ON ' ,. 
INDIVIDUAL IMTEREsrso ROUND TRIP AIR FARE FROM WEST COAST IS , . 

/ ABOUT 170.0a DOLLARS. ':' <" 
/ 

~UEST ION: WHAT IS AVERAGE LEfIlGTH. OF tOUR IN VN FOR r~AIUNES? , " 
ANSWER, THIRTEEN MONTHS. " '\ 

/ QUEST ION: HO\-1 OFTEN DO YOU Fl. Y? " 

/ 
ANSWER: MOST CRE~'S FLY EVERY DAY.. . . ", 

/ 
QUEST ION: HO~1 DOES THE CLU1AiE ,AFFECT AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS? ~~.' 
ANS\\,ER: SAND CLOGS tHE ENGINES" AFF,ECTS ROTORS AND O~lH£R 

/ 
MOVl~G P~RTS OF THE ~IRCRAFT. (A REMARK \o:'AS ~ADE ABOUT THE COST 

/ . .. \: 
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/ or PARTS TO REPLACE EQUIPME NT.) '. < ,. 

/ 
QUEST IONz HOW MANY OFFICERS AND MEN. EXTEND? \:' 
~NSWERI NOT MANY OFFICERS BUT MANY: MEN DO. CHOWEVER p THERE ~ 

/ WAS ONE OFFICER IN THE GROUP \1HO HAD 25 MO.NTHS SERVICE IN VN) , " 

/ 
(OV-10 AO. 1ST-LT.) I .''', 

QUESTIONt DO A6 CREWS RE~LlY SEE TRUCKS AT NIGHT? ~ 
/. ANSWER: '1ES. CONFIRIVIED, BECAUSE. THE TA4F TAO CA) AIRCRAFT , . 

/

/,:, OVERF'L YS A6 ROUTES !HE NEXT DAY AND F'IJ\lD DESTROYED TRUCKS BY :\~ " 
SIDE OF THE ROAD. ALSOp A6 A'IHeRAFT ARE K[\}OCKING OFF MORE 
TRUCKS NOW THAN DURING PREVIOUS MONTHS. '\.. ' 

/ QUESTION: WHY ARE so r.;ANY YOUNGER,. O'FJiICERS GETTING OUT OF· • ", 
/ THE ~ARlNE CORPS? . ' , ' 
//':' ANSWER: MOST ARE GETTING OUT TO GO SACK TO SCHOOl. TO GET '-", 

t./lW OR OTHER PROFESSIONAl. DEGREES.- . " 
POINTS BflOUGHT UP IN CONVERSATl(1N: , ' 

/ ' A. A COUPLE OF CM-Ito PILOTS TURNEl> IN THEIR WINOS. , ,,, 

/ 
THE SECRETARY ACTED SURP~ISED ABOUT THIS BUT SAID NOTHING. , " 

/ 
9. THE PROBLEM OF OVERLOAD'l NG l1ELOS I N HOT \1]EATHER WAS ~, 

BRIEF'L Y MENTIONED. THE SECRETARY f1ADE. 'NO. RESPONSE. '\ 
/. C. SOME OFFICERS r.ADE COMPAR,I~~NS aEr~:EEN MARI:NE ~: 
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CH-46 IS A REAL PROBLEM. NOT ENOUGH AIRCRAFT TO MEET COMMITMENTS,
ALL SQUADRONS HAVE THE SAME PROBLEM.

QUESTION: HOW IS R&R? WHERE DO MOST OF THE AIR CREWS
GO AND HOW ARE THEY PICKED?

ANSWER: MOST CREWS R&R IN SIDNEY OR HAWAII. THEY ARE
PICKED BY LENGTH OF TIME IN COUNTRY. THE GUY WITH THE LONGEST
TIME IN COUNTRY GETS FIRST CHOICE.

QUESTION: DO MANY WIVES MEET HUSBANDS IN HAVAII AND HOW
MUCH DOES THIS COST?

ANSWER: MOST OF THE AIR CREWS MEET. THEIR WIVES IN HAWAII.
THE OVERALL COST IS BETWEEN 800-1000 DOLLARS DEPENDING ON
INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS. ROUND TRIP AIR FARE FROM WEST COAST IS

ABOUT 170.00 DOLLARS.
QUESTION: WHAT IS AVERAGE LENGTH OF TOUR IN VN FOR MARINES?
ANSWER: THIRTEEN MONTHS.
QUESTION: HOW OFTEN DO YOU FLY?
ANSWER: MOST CREWS FLY EVERY DAY.
QUESTION: HOW DOES THE CLIMATE AFFECT AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS?
ANSWER: SAND CLOGS THE ENGINES, AFFECTS ROTORS AND OTHER

MOVING PARTS OF THE AIRCRAFT. (A REMARK WAS MADE ABOUT THE COST

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 5135 I 0 E.T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

OF PARTS TO REPLACE EQUIPMENT.)
QUESTION: HOW MANY OFFICERS AND MEN EXTEND?
ANSWER: NOT MANY OFFICERS BUT MANY: MEN DO. (HOWEVER, THERE

WAS ONE OFFICER IN THE GROUP WHO HAD 25 MONTHS SERVICE IN VN)
COV-10 AO, 1STLT.)

QUESTION: DO A6 CREWS REALLY SEE TRUCKS AT NIGHT?
ANSWER: YES. CONFIRMED, BECAUSE THE TA4F TAC (A) AIRCRAFT

OVERFLYS A6 ROUTES THE NEXT DAY AND FIND DESTROYED TRUCKS BY
SIDE OF THE ROAD. ALSO, AS AIRCRAFT ARE KNOCKING OFF MORE
TRUCKS NOW THAN DURING PREVIOUS MONTHS.

QUESTION: WHY ARE SO MANY YOUNGER. OFFICERS GETTING OUT OF

THE MARINE CORPS?
ANSWER: MOST ARE GETTING OUT TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL TO GET

LAW OR OTHER PROFESSIONAL DEGREES.
POINTS BROUGHT UP IN CONVERSATION:

A. A COUPLE OF CH-46 PILOTS TURNED IN THEIR WINGS.
THE SECRETARY ACTED SURPRISED ABOUT THIS BUT SAID NOTHING.

B. THE PROBLEM OF OVERLOADING HELOS IN HOT WEATHER WAS
BRIEFLY MENTIONED. THE SECRETARY MADE NO. RESPONSE.

C. SOME OFFICERS MADE COMPARISONS BETWEEN MARINE
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LIVING CONDITIONS AND THOSE OF THE AIR FORCE ACROSS THE FIELD.
THEY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE MARINE CORPS HAD BEEN HERE
SO LONG, STILL HAD POOR EQUIPMENT, POOR FUEL PITS, POOR QUARTERS,
GENERALLY JUST POOR ACCOMMODATIONS. ONE OFFICER POINTED OUT
THIS WAS THE DIFFERENCE IN THE MARINE CORPS AS CONTRASTED WITH THE
AIR FORCE. WE ARE READY TO MOVE, HAVE: MOBILITY; BUT, THE AIR
FORCE COMES TO STAY AND DIGS IN.

THE SECRETARY ASKED THE CG FIRST MAW HOW THE WAR WAS
GOING; IS THE END IN SIGHT? THE CG RESPONDED THAT BELIEVED
THE VCI ARE LOSING GROUND DAY BY DAY AND IN THAT SENSE, TIME
IS ON OUR SIDE AND WE ARE MAKING HEADWAY.

DURING THE BRIEFING, THE SECRETARY ASKED THE AC/S, G-3
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

QUESTION: WHAT IS CH-53 FLYING HOURS PROGRAM? WHAT IS
THE UTILIZATION RATE IF PARTS AND FUNDS?

ANSWER : 31 HOURS PER MONTH PER AIRCRAFT PER MONTH. SPARE
PARTS SITUATION WORSE NOW AND NO FIRM ANSWER IN SIGHT. FLYING
HOUR PROGRAM IS TOTALLY INADEQUATE, NOT ENOUGH TO SUPPORT AIR
CRAFT. NORS RATE LAST QUARTER, LAST YEAR WAS 20 PER CENT; THIS
YEAR, FIRST QUARTER 31 PER CENT. ONLY SOLUTION IS TO INCREASE

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA 5135 T 0 T EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
FUNDING FOR FLYING HOURS AND PROVIDE SPARE PARTS REQUIRED, TO
CONDUCT COMBAT OPERATIONS.

QUESTION: HOW MUCH AIR SUPPORT IS PROVIDED BY THE AIR FORCE
IN ICTZ?

ANSWER: VARIES BETWEEN 8 AND 18 PERCENT, MONTH OF APRIL
12 PERCENT. FOR THE NAVY DURING APRIL 10. PER CENT.

IN PARTING THE SECRETARY ASKED THE CG WHAT COULD
WASHINGTON DO TO HELP MORE. THE CG ANSWERED THAT ALL EFFORTS
SHOULD BE MADE TO PROCURE PARTS SUPPORT PROVISIONING ; THAT THE
BIGGEST HELP WOULD BE IN PARTS SUPPORT.

E. THIRD MARINE DIVISION
THE SECRETARY WAS BRIEFED ON FSB- FULLER CONSISTING OF

TERRAIN ORIENTATION, THE DIVISION AO, FRIENDLY FORCES, ENEMY
FORCES, CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS, USE OF RECON ELEMENTS, CURRENT
OPERATIONS AND DIVISION GROUND SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM.

AREAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST:
A. ENEMY WEAPONS AND TACTICS IN GENERAL.
B. TECHNIQUE OF ENEMY SAPPER ATTACKS ON FIRE

SUPPORT BASES.
C. COMBAT OPERATIONS AND RESULTS IN AREA OF AO JUST
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TOPSECRET / SPECAT EXCLUSIVE / MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY I FOR
LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON FINAL SECTION OF THREE
SOUTH OF DMZ AND NORTH OF ROUTE 9 D.URING LAST TWO MONTHS.

D. HOW FSBS AND LANDING ZONES ARE CONSTRUCTED.
E. OPERATION OF CAP 4/2/6 AT NHU LE.

PERTINENT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: (TO COMMANDING
GENERAL THIRD MARDIV)

A. WHILE OBSERVING AN AIR STRIKE APPROXIMATELY
5 KILOMETERS WEST OF VCB HE ASKED HOW IT. WAS POSSIBLE TO BE
ATTACKING ENEMY TROOPS THIS CLOSE T:O A LARGE INSTALLATION. HE
WAS TOLD THAT THIS WAS THE AREA WHERE THEY HAD EMPLACED 122MM
ROCKETS AND FIRED ON VCB.

B. WHAT IS THE TYPICAL TYPE OF CONTACT?CENEMY) A
TYPICAL TYPE OF CONTACT IS WHEN WE MEET ONE OF THEIR (ENEMY) MAIN
FORCE UNITS COMING DOWN TO DO BATTLE. THEY HAVE TO PREPARE
THE BATTLEFIELD BEFORE THEY CAN FIGHT. THIS MEANS THEY MUST

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 5136 T 0 P S E E EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
PRE-STAGE THEIR SUPPLIES AND RECONNOITER PRIOR TO THE MAIN UNITS
COMING DOWN. WE TRY TO GET IN AND DISRUPT BEFORE THEY GET SET.

QUESTIONS ASKED AT LUNCHEON WITH COMPANY GRADE OFFICERS:
QUESTION: WHAT IS THE FEELING OF THE MARINES IN

REFERENCE TO THE POTENTIAL PEACE SETTLEMENT?
ANSWER: WE CAN SEE NO INDICATORS FOR AN IMMEDIATE

SETTLEMENT.
QUESTION: WHAT IS THE FEELING. IN REFERENCE TO THE

ARVN -- ARE THEY READY?
ANSWER: THE ARVN COULD NOT ASSUME THE MISSION OF

DEFENDING SVN WITHOUT US ASSISTANCE.
QUESTION: WHY DON'T WE CAPTURE MORE PRISONERS? (THE

SECRETARY NOTED THAT THERE HAVE BEEN VERY FEW PWS EVEN IN LARGE
CONTACTS.)

ANSWER: BECAUSE WE ARE FIGHTING A HARD CORE, WELL
DISCIPLINED AND THOROUGHLY POLITICALLY. ORIENTED ENEMY. HE IS
PROFESSIONAL AND POLICES HIS BATTLEFIELD WELL.

QUESTION: ARE WE WINNING?
ANSWER: WE ARE WINNING BATTLES. IN OTHER WORDS,

WHEN WE DO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE NVA., HE LOSES.
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/ 'QUESTION: IS THE DMZ It HJW'EN? <"~ 

/ 
' ANSt~ER': YES. MOST OF' OUR ,HEAVY CONTACT IS At-ONG THE • 'v 

PERIP~RY OF OUR DIVISION·S AO. THAT 15, ALONG BOTH THE ~ 

/

/,' SOUTHERN TRACE OF THE DMZ AND THE LAOT.IAN BORDER.', '- " 
Fe WHILE VISITING NORTHERN I CORPS' TACTICAL ZONE p SECNAV ~ ~ 

ASKED THE CO XXIV CORPS ABOUT THE'DES!RABILITY OF' COMMITTING \:' 

/

/, FORCES TO ENTER LAOS AND' SHDMZ. LYGEN. STILWELL REPLIED THAT '- ',' 
THE RESTR ICTIONS LIMITED FRIENDLY MANEUVER INTO BOTH LAOS . ~ 
AND SHDMZ. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD B? HELPFUL XI" We COULD ~ 

/ H~VE MORE FREEDOM TO MOVE I mo SHDMZ ,OR 1 N10 LAOS 1 NORDER , " 
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TO EXPLOIT A GIVEN SITUATION SUCH 'AS THE A.cTION AGAINST ' ~, 
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/ 
AS fJ, MATTER OF' COURSE. THIS REPLY ti}.AS IN CONCONANCE ~JliH . " 

.'THAt GIVEN BY GEN ABRAMS TO MR. ROGERS CSECSTATE) ON HIS '- . 
/ RECENT VISIT. • " . " 

/ 
G. BEFORE AND AFTER DINNER AT GEN LAfPS ON 26 MAV69, ,,", 

THE SECRETARY ASKED SEVERAL GENERAL OFFICERS: '~JHAT CAN BE DONE ~ 
/ TO SOLVE THE \I,IAR? "'OUlD A REDUCTION .. 'iN OUR FORCES 'CAUSE THE '- " 
/ ARVN FORCES TO TAKE ,OVER. MORE RESPONS~,BltITY AND QUXCKER7 ," 

/ ' . ,', ,,: 
/

/ ,PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 5136 TOP SEC: R: E' y# EXCLUSIVE FOR MeED ~, 
, ,THE RESPONSE GENERALLY, WAS THAT IF' .. WE WANT TO SOLVE THE. {lIAR " ' 
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THAT WE ~UST CONVINCE THE NVA THAT \~:E {tRE NOT GOING TO PULl.. • ~, 

/
. OUTo ~lE HAVE GIVEN UP CONSID£RABLE LEV£RA:GE BY OUR POLITICAL ,- ~, 

ACTIONS IN RECENT ~1ONTHS AN}) AS A RE-SULT THE WAR. IF' cor®UCTED '- . 
/ UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS It COULD CONT.INiJ£ INDEFINITELY. IF t~E . ". 

/ 
REDUCED OUR FORCES THE ARVN WOULD 'OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO TAKE OVER :\. 

, MORE RESPONSIBILITYo BUT THEIR SUCCESS \WULD BE QUESTIONABLE " ' 
~ / UNLESS THERE WAS A SIZEABLE REDUCTION. OF NVA FORCES -- THAT . ", 

/
/ THE ARVN FORCES CANNOT PROSECUTE THE WAR, SUCCESSFULL Y AS LONG AS \:' 

THE: NVA REMAIN IN THESE NUMBERS. AfTER lEAJJING GEN LAM·S '- ' 
j RESIDENCE, THE SECRETARY PRESSE!l ORM S.U'lPS ON FURTHER ON THE ~ ", 

/
/. I~EFINITE CONTINUATION OF THE \~AR. ORM REITERATED THAT AS LONG \:~.' 

AS THE PRESENT SITUATION CONTINUED, AS. LONG AS THE NVAREMAIN, 
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AS LONG AS HE CHOOSES TO HIT AND RUN AND NOT STAND AND FIGHT II 

.' AS LONG AS WE ARE CONSTRAINED TO OPERATE AIR GROUND AND NAVAL ~, 
~ FORCES WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF SOU~H' VIETNAM, THAT THE ENEMY " ' 

/ 
COULD CONTINUE lNDEFlNITELY. THE SECRErA~Y DID NOT t~ANT TO . " 

, HEAR THIS BUT HE ACCEPtED IT. ,'" ~ 
/ 1/. SUMMARY , " 
/ . I THINK THE S£CRETARY·S VISIT WAS VERY BENEfICIAL. ' " 
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QUESTION: IS THE DMZ A HAVEN?
ANSWER: YES. MOST OF OUR HEAVY CONTACT IS ALONG THE

PERIPHERY OF OUR DIVISION'S AO. THAT IS, ALONG BOTH THE
SOUTHERN TRACE OF THE DMZ AND THE LAOTIAN BORDER.

F. WHILE VISITING NORTHERN I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE, SECNAV
ASKED THE CG XXIV CORPS ABOUT THE DESIRABILITY OF COMMITTING
FORCES TO ENTER LAOS AND SHDMZ. LTGEN STILWELL REPLIED THAT
THE RESTRICTIONS LIMITED FRIENDLY MANEUVER INTO BOTH LAOS
AND SHDMZ. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF WE COULD
HAVE MORE FREEDOM TO MOVE INTO SHDMZ OR INTO LAOS IN ORDER
TO EXPLOIT A GIVEN SITUATION SUCH AS THE ACTION AGAINST
THE 320TH NVA DIVISION OR IN DEWEY CANYON, BUT NOT JUST FOR
THE SAKE OF CONDUCTING PREPLANNED CROSS BOUNDRY OPERATIONS
AS A MATTER OF COURSE. THIS REPLY WAS IN CONCONANCE WITH
THAT GIVEN BY GEN ABRAMS TO MR. ROGERS (SECSTATE) ON HIS
RECENT VISIT.

G. BEFORE AND AFTER DINNER AT GEN LAM'S ON 26 MAY 69,
THE SECRETARY ASKED SEVERAL GENERAL OFFICERS: WHAT CAN BE DONE
TO SOLVE THE WAR? WOULD A REDUCTION IN OUR FORCES CAUSE THE
ARVN FORCES TO TAKE OVER MORE RESPONSIBILITY AND QUICKER?

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA 5136 T 0 R. E I EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
THE RESPONSE GENERALLY, WAS THAT IF. WE WANT TO SOLVE THE WAR
THAT WE MUST CONVINCE THE NVA THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO PULL
OUT. WE HAVE GIVEN UP CONSIDERABLE LEVERAGE BY OUR POLITICAL
ACTIONS IN RECENT MONTHS AND AS A RESULT THE WAR, IF CONDUCTED
UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS, COULD CONTINUE INDEFINITELY. IF WE
REDUCED OUR FORCES THE ARVN WOULD OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO TAKE OVER
MORE RESPONSIBILITY. BUT THEIR SUCCESS WOULD BE QUESTIONABLE
UNLESS THERE WAS A SIZEABLE REDUCTION. OF NVA FORCES -- THAT
THE ARVN FORCES CANNOT PROSECUTE THE WAR SUCCESSFULLY AS LONG AS
THE NVA REMAIN IN THESE NUMBERS. AFTER LEAVING GEN LAM'S
RESIDENCE, THE SECRETARY PRESSED ORM S.IMPS ON FURTHER ON THE
INDEFINITE CONTINUATION OF THE WAR. ORM REITERATED THAT AS LONG
AS THE PRESENT SITUATION CONTINUED, AS. LONG AS THE NVA REMAIN,AS LONG AS HE CHOOSES TO KIT AND RUN AND NOT STAND AND FIGHT,
AS LONG AS WE ARE CONSTRAINED TO OPERATE AIR GROUND AND NAVAL
FORCES WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF SOUTH VIETNAM, THAT THE ENEMY
COULD CONTINUE INDEFINITELY. THE SECRETARY DID NOT WANT TO
HEAR THIS BUT HE ACCEPTED IT.

H. SUMMARY
I THINK THE SECRETARY'S VISIT WAS VERY BENEFICIAL.
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OF

PAGE
A LOT OF THE MARINE CORPS IN THE FIELD AND A LOTHE SAW
FORCES. HE APPEARED TO HAVE A MUCH BETTER GRASP ON HIS

DEPARTURE
NAVAL

THAN HE HAD ON HIS ARRIVAL. WE EMPHASIZED TO HIM THE
REQUIREMENT FOR MORE HELICOPTER SPARE PARTS, MORE LIGHT
HELICOPTERS, MORE KELICOPTER LIFT CAPABILITY AND WE EXPRESSED

DESIRE TO HAVE THE NEW JERSEY RETURNED AT THE EARLIEST.OUR
A PRESS CONFERENCE WAS CONDUCTED AT PLANE SIDE JUST PRIOR

HIS DEPARTURE AT WHICH NOTHING SIGNIFICANT SURFACED. HETO
EXPRESSED HIS THANKS UPON DEPARTURE FOR EVERYTHING THAT WAS
BEING DONE. I BELIEVE WE HAVE A FRIEND. ONE ADDED NOTE:
MR. BOWSHER SOAKED IT ALL UP AND REPRESENTS AN INCREASINGLY
POWERFUL ALLY IN THE FISCAL ARENA.
GP-4
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5136
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MARINE cooph EYES ONLY

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA3237 1420008-SSSS--RUHHMFA
ZNY SSSSS
P 2200082 MAY 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHMFA/CG FMFPAC
ET
S. E E T/LIMDIS/MCE0
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES REPORT (U)
A. CG FMFPAC 020116Z NOV 68
B. CG III MAF 1612427 APR 69
C. CMC 1422412 MAY 69
D. NISRA DANANG RVN ROI 04-12-69N84-0539-7XNA OF 16 MAY 69

E. NISRA DANANG, RVN R01 04-12-69N84-0530-7XNA OF 17 MAY 69

F. NISRA ELTORO CALIF ROI OF 9 MAR 68

1. (S) IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A, FOLLOWING REPORT SUBMITTED:
A. CONNECTION HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BETWEEN "PEACE AND FREEDOM"

NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED AT MAG-16 AS REPORTED IN REF B AND MAILING
OF ANTI-MILITARY PUBLICATIONS TO SVN AS REPORTED BY REF C.

B. NIS INVESTIGATION HAS REVEALED LCPL HILTON LEE BROOKS,
235 1647, USMC, PREVIOUSLY MEMBER OF 1ST MAV AND NOW UNDERGOING
TREATMENT FOR HEPATITIS AT US NAVAL HOSPITAL, PENSACOLA

FLA, AS PRINCIPAL PARTICIPANT IN PUBLICATION AND

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA3237 S ECRET / LINDIS / MCEO
DISTRIBUTION OF "PEACE AND FREEDOM": PAPER: REFS D
AND E PROVIDE DETAILS ON CASE.
C. REF C LISTED LCPL H. L. BROOKS 2351647, HMM-165,
1ST MAW AS A RECIPIENT FOR A PACKAGE OF ANTI-MILITARY
PUBLICATIONS BEING SENT TO SVN BY THE .HEAD-ON
STEERING COMMITTEE" AT CAMP LEJEUNE.
Do WITH TRANSFER OF LCPL BROOKS, IMMEDIATE
PROBLEM OF "PEACE AND FREEDOM" PAPER MAY BE RESOLVED.
ACTIONS OF 1STLT GILBERT, JAMES LEE BARCELO, 095421,
USMC, IN CONNECTION WITH THIS MATTER ARE STILL UNDER
REVIEW. REF F CONTAINS ADDITIONAL INFO ON LT
BARCELO'S INVOLVEMENT IN NARCOTICS CASE AT EL TORO
DURING 1968.
E. REFS: D, E, AND F ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH NISOPAC.
2. (S) WHILE INCIDENTS WITH RACIAL OVERTONES
CONTINUE TO OCCUR ON SPORADIC BASIS, NO PATTERN OF
WIDE SPREAD DISSIDENCE OR EVIDENCE OF SUBVERSIVE OR
ORGANIZED INFLUENCE HAS BEEEN DETECTED.
GP-3
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PTTSZYUW R-HMMAFA3615 1440352-SSSS-eRUHHFMA RUMHLAA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 249352Z MAY 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHEMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RUMHLA#/CG FIRST MARDIV
BT
E R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE INFO MAJGEN SIMPSON.

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
REDUCTION OF FIRST ARMD AMPHIB CO TO CADRE STATUS (S)
A. CG 111 MAF 1313542 MAY 69 (PASEP)
B. COMUSMACV 190844Z MAY 69 (PASEP)
1. (S) REF A SUMMARIZES THE PERSONNEL PROBLEM CONCERNING THE
SECOND ROKMC BDE AND THE LVTH-6 PLT OF THE FIRST ARMD AMPHIB
CO, WHICH IS PROVIDING SUPPORT TO THE ROKMC BDE AND ALSO TO THE
CAP UNITS OPERATING IN THAT: AREA. ADDITIONALLY, REF A REQUESTS
THE ASSISTANCE OF COMUSMACV IN OBTAINING THE REQUIRED ROKMC
PERSONNEL FROM KOREA. REF B IS COMUSMACV REPLY TO REF A.
2. (S) THE ORIGINAL PLAN TO CADRE THE FIRST ARMD AMPHIB CO
AND CONTINUE TO MAN THE PLT SUPPORTING THE ROKMC BDE WITH
ELEVEN US MARINES AND THE REMAINDER WITH ROKMC PERSONNEL WAS
BASED ON THE VERBAL STATEMENT OF CG SECOND ROKMC BDE IN LATE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA3615 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
JAN 69 THAT HE HAD SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL AVAILABLE TO REPLACE
THE USMC PERSONNEL TO BE WITHDRAWN, BUT: NOT NECESSARILY ON A
ONE FOR ONE BASIS. HE REITERATED THIS STATEMENT VERBALLY WHEN
THE PLAN WAS PRESENTED: TO HIM DURING A STAFF VISIT PRIOR TO
BEING OFFICIALLY SUBMITTED FOR HIS. CONCURRENCE ON 19 MAR 69.
HE OFFICIALLY CONCURRED WITH THE PLAN ON 26 MAR 69g BUT
INDICATED HE HAD PERSONNEL PROBLEMS AND MADE HIS FIRST REQUEST
FOR MY ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING ADDITIONAL ROKMC PERSONNEL FROM
KOREA VIA COMUSMACV. HOWEVER, HE DID NOT INDICATE, AT THAT TIME,
THAT HE COULD NOT IMPLEMENT THE PLAN WITHOUT THE ADDITIONAL
ROKMC PERSONNEL. IN SUBSEQUENT MESSAGE TRAFFIC, STAFF LIAISON VISITS AND
DURING ONE OF MY VISITS WITH HIM, GEN LEE INDICATED HE COULD NOT COMPLY
WITH THE PLAN UNLESS RECEIVED ADDITIONAL TRAINED PERSONNEL FROM
KOREA, OR UNLESS ALLOWED THREE MONTHS TO TRAIN ROKMO PERSONNEL CURRENTLY
IN-COUNTRY. REF B FORECLOSES ON THE FIRST OF THESE POSSIBILITIES.
3. (S) I DESIRE TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE LVTH-6 SUPPORT TO THE
ROKMC BDE, BUT MORE ESPECIALLY THE CAP UNITS IN THE AREA, THERE
ARE TWO CACO'S WITH A TOTAL OF ELEVEN CA PLT'S, CURRENTLY
RECEIVING NINETY PERCENT OF THEIR ARTY SPT FROM THIS LVTH-6 PLT.
TO CONTINUE SUPPORT WITH USMC PERSONNEL WILL CAUSE A DRAWDOWN

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES

SECRET3111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY OF COPIES
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA3615 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
OF 2 OFF AND 45 EML MARINES ON OTHER FIRST MARDIV ASSETS FOR
THE THREE MONTH PERIOD REQUIRED TO TRAIN ROKMC PERSONNEL
CURRENTLY IN-COUNTRY.
4. (S) AS STATED IN REF B COMUSMACV WILL NOT SUPPORT AN
INCREASE IN ROKFV SPACES TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL TRAINED ROKMC
PERSONNEL FROM KOREA.
5. (S) IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, REQUEST PERMISSION TO DELAY.
WITHDRAWAL OF THE 47 USMC PERSONNEL FROM THE LVTH-6 PLT
SUPPORTING THE ROKMC BDE UNTIL 31 AUG 69. MANNING LEVEL
AD.JUSTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE SUBMITTED UPON RECEIPT OF
APPROVAL OF THIS REQUEST.
6. (S) ACTION TO CADRE THE FIRST ARMD AMPHIB CO (o) WILL
CONTINUE AND BE COMPLETED BY 30 MAY 69, AS DIRECTED.
GP-4
BT
3615

PAGE 2 OF 2 PAGES

SECRETCOPY / OF 3 COPIES111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68)

#1

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.. • HEADQ~TERS • 

., MARINE AMf'PIPrBIOUS FORCr' 

UNCLASSIFIED CREV3-68) mMAF FORM 521. 

OPERATION CODE FROM IDATE 
X- ORIGINATOR CG III MAF 24 MAY 69 
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C-COMMENT IRECOMMENOATlON $EAIAL .. ICONTROL DATE 1,2,3, 4 1- 1 NFORMAT ION ~ .... ~Cl Ai!m S-SIGNATURE o 2a0400 z ...... , .... OF 

"OUTE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

SECTION CODE 
IN OUT 

CG REMARKS 
DCG 

DCG AIR 
CIS 
DCIS 

DClS OM 

SIS 

6-1 
6-2 
6-3 

G-4 
G-!5 

G-6 

ADJ 

CAP 

/1?~'~ CHAP 1&#/ .A41 
COMP 

~/ ;;> 

CORDS 

DENT 

jt:MvrRANS 
ENGR 

FOODS 
H8SCO 

INSP 
ISO 

LEGAL 
MTO 

MED 

OPANAL .. 

ORO 

PMO 
POSTAL -
PROTO .. , 

PSYOPS ., 

·REPRO 

SPL SERV 

SUPPLY .. . . 

sac 

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE UNCLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQU RTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED IIMAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
DATEOPERATION CODE FROM

24 MAY 69CG IIT MAFX- ORIGINATOR
A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
41,2,3,1- INFORMATION o 240400 z COPIES RECDOFCOPY#S-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE OUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG

DCG AIR
C/S

DC/S
DC/S DM
S/S

G-1

G-2
G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
CAP

Cy#1 in
"Malaria" fileCHAP

COMP
CORDS
DENT

EMB/TRANS
ENGR
FOODS
HBSCO
INSP
ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO

2

PSYOPS
REPRO
SPL SERV
SUPPLY
sac

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

THIS CORRESPONDENCE WILL IE ASSIGNED A FILE NUMBER ~~ LIStED IELOW. 

FILE NUMIER ______ _ 

ACTION SECTION WILL COMPLETE 

ACTION COMPLETED ON: 

RETAINED BY SECTION , 
DATE ISIGNATURE AND RANK 

• • 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

THIS CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE ASSIGNED A FILE NUMBER AS LISTED BELOW.

FILE NUMBER

ACTION SECTION WILL COMPLETE

ACTION COMPLETED ON:

SECTIONRETAINED BY
SIGNATURE AND RANKDATE

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-.. ,- .. .. . '" 

-! . 
-)-". 

til' .,,_ •• 10. a. 

DECLASSIFIED 

mas 8112
new Terms FROM LISES HICKERSON

KLARIA CHEMOPR OPHYLAXIS
ca 111 MAF 8389382 APR69
ca 111 HAF 1313452 APR69
BURED 8617482 MAYES (PASEP)
REF n PROVIDES POLICY GUIDANCE FOR USE OF DaPSOME AS

CHEMOPROPILAXIS FOR NAVY AND MARINE CORPS PERSONNEL Is
VL THE MEDICAL OPINION CONTAINED THEREIN RECOMMENDS THAT
APSONE BE GIVEN TO GR OUND COMBAT OPERATIONAL UNITS ONLY
MEN CHLOROGUINE RESISTANT FALCIPAR LA MALARIA ESTABLISHED

AT 23 T 0 25 PER CENT LEVEL. THIS NOS AGREES WITH THIS OPINIO
a. REFS A & B CONTAIN BUIDANCE I ISSUED TO ALL US FORCES
1crz DIRECTING THE ADMINISTRATION OF DAPSONE TO ALL PE SONSEL
LN ICIZ LESS CERTAIN EXEMPTIONS, THIS WAS IN KEEPING WITH
BACV DIR 46-11 OF 3 OCT 67 w CHANGES I AND a.
$. SUBSEQUENT TO ISSUANCE OF REFS A AND B, REF c WAS
RECEIVED. (REF c WAS ISSUED IS RESPONSE TO a RECOMMENDATION
BY HE THAT BURED AND SURGERY STATE THEI POLICY RE DAPSONE)
EF c PROVIDES POLICY GUIDANCE FOR USE OF DAPSONE AS A
MEMOPROPHLAXIS FOR NAVY AND MARINE CORPS PERSONNEL IN AVE
HE MEDICAL OPINION CONTAINED THEREIN RECOMMENDS THAT DAPSOME
if GIVEN TO GROUND CORBAT OPERATIONAL UNITS ONLY WHEN
LOROQUISE RESISTANT FALCIPARIS MALARIA ESTABLISHED AI 20

5 PER CENT LEVEL. 1 AGREE WITH THIS OPINION AND INTEND
0 EXEMPT ALL MARINE CORPS AND NAVY UNITS Is ICTZ FROM THE
AILY DAPSONE REQUIREMENT UNI IL MEDICAL EVIDENCE ESTABLISHED
20 PER CENT LEVEL OF FALCIPAR UM MALARIA PROVES
ESISTANT IN COMPANY SIZED OR LARGER UNIT. 1 BELIEVE THAT
Y ACTION IS CONSISTENT WITH THE MACY DIRECTIVE AS MODIFIED
Y YOUR MEMO OF 14 MAR 69. AI THE SAME TIME 1 AM COMPLYING
WITH MY SERVICE CHANNELS MEDICAL

I HAVE wome SIVING SUCH DIRECTION TO ARMY UNITS IN
ciz AS SEIES BEYOND RY CHARTER. HOWEVER, YOU MAY WISK TO
XAMINE THE BUMED POLICY WITH A VIEW TO AD OPTING A SUITAL
OLICY FOR ARMY UNITS IN VIETNAM. I BELIEVE II IS A SOUND
OLICY IT AVOIDS USE OF DAPSONE UNTIL THE RISK BECOMES SU
MAT UNDESIRABLE EFFECTS OF THE USE OF DAPSONE BECOMES
ECONDARY.
30 NOTES
ELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
81

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

--- • HEADQU •. ~ iTERS 
]I[ MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

~1JAL 
, )(- ORIG'NATOR 
~ A - ACTION I COGN IZANCE 
i C - COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION 
. 1- INFOqMATION 

.~===t-......;;.;..;;.-............. ---t~---1~-""""~ 7 DAYS. Pl.ZAIE IMHCATE ACTION/DlSPOS­

r--+-~~~+---+----4~---1~--"'" .,.. ON THIS MMITE "T. 

ORIG - G-3 

REL - CG 

ron I . Ii 
..., L & .. 

HAS BEEN SENT 

, 
; 
r 

CONFDENTIAL' ." 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQU. TERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL
IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE* ORIGINATOR
25 MAY 69CG 111 MAFA- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATE-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON
INFORMATION

COPY* 2 OF 6 COPIES250956Z MAY 69SIGNATURE RECO
DATE SUBJECT

ROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL
PERSONAL FROM LTGEN NICKERSONIN OUT

CG REMARKS

26 May
IDCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-
DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.

DC/S PLAN ORIG - G-3
5126IS/S

G-1 REL - CG
G-2

HAS copy
LOBG-3

G-4

FOR

G-5
G-5
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

HAS BEEN SENTENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL
PMO
sac

CONFIDENTIAL

# 5

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-
CONFIDENTIAL CCM •• , OUT FILE' ... I -

frROll lOATe CQ III MAF 25 MAY" 
•• 'AL_ 

lOOPft 1. Of' U 2589562&\Y 69 caPt .. ..., 

DATI ..... ~ PPIOMAL FROM L TGEH NICKERSON 

_:5'1 n.J .~ t~ u.. " DAn ."TUIIe nil C:::J • 

~s COPY 2,',4 OF 6 COPIES 
COpy, OF 6 COP lEa 
COpy 6 OF 6 COPIEa 

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE 
EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUIENT 

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD 
CONFIDENTIAL 

- ---

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL CCN: 589 OUT FILE: JLB
FROM DATE

III MAF 25 MAY 69
SERIAL

COPY# 2 0p 6 COPIES RECO2509562 MAY 69
SUBJECT

DATE SIONAT URE PERSONAL FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

HElda5126 DATE SIGNATURE

S/S COPY 2, 3,4 OF 6 COPIES
COPY 5 OF 6 COPIES
COPY 6 OF 6 COPIES

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE
EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD

CONFIDENTIAL

# 5

DECLASSIFIED



~ .NJIDENTIA"­
~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
~ 
~ PTTCZYUW RHMMAFA3803 t450956.CCCC~"'R,U~'LBPA RUMHLAA RUt1U.IA RUMU1HA 
'/ RUMRVPAo 
'/ ZNY CCCCC ' o RUMLBPA -T- HHST ABN DIV o P250956Z It'!AY 69 
;/ JiM CG III MAF DNG RVN ' ' ;.' 
~ :ra RUMLBPA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB RVN ' i 
'/ RUMHltlA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG RVN . 
'/ RUMI..L IA/CG AMER ICAl D IV CHt RVN ' , o RUMLMH~/CG FIRST MAW DNG RVN 
~ INFO R tJMHVPA/CG, THIRD ~1ARD tv DGH R.VN 
'/ RUMLBP~/CG 101ST ABN OlV (AM) egE 'R:V.N 
'/ 81 ' ' ~CONFIDENTIAL \'. 
:// PERSONAL FROM LTGEN NICKERSON TO LTGEN S,TILLWElt G MGE'N SIMPSON, 
~~/, MGEN GETTYS, MGEN QUILTER, INFO MOEN J,ONES AND f'iGEN WRIGHT o 

'/ HELICOPTER FLVING SAfETY (U) ," , , 
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'/ AlLO\J' THE XPERIENCED TO BECOME COMPLACENT. ' ' 
~ 3.(C)INDDlTION. ~JITH THE ONSET O'F EXTREMELY HOT WEATHER ,. o AND HIGH ~IINDS, PLANNED HELICOPTER OPERATIONS IN WESTERN I CORPS o ~'lLL BE MORE HAZARDOUS. SPECIAL ATTENTION MUST BE GIVEN TO ENSURE FOB'S 
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~ . CONF'IGURED. I REQUEST' YOUR ATTENTlON IN fJ'H,IS REGARD 10 INSURE 
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PTTCZ YUW RHMMAFA3803 (450956-CCCC--RUMLBPA RUMHLAA RUMLLIA RUMLMHA
RUMHVPA.
ZNY CCCCC
RUMLBPA -T- 101ST ABN DIV
P 2509562 MAY 69
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO RUMLBPA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB RVN
RUMHLAA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG RVN
RUMLLIA/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL RVN
RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW DNG RVN
INFO RUMHVPA/CG THIRD MARDIV DGH R.VN
RUMLBPA/CG 101ST ABN DIV (AM) CEE R.V.N

BT
0 N D E

PERSONAL FROM LIGEN NICKERSON TO LIGEN STILLWELL, MGEN SIMPSON,
MGEN GETTYS, MGEN QUILTER, INFO MGEN JONES AND MGEN WRIGHT.
HELICOPTER FLYING SAFETY (U)

1. (C) THE NUMBER OF OPERATIONAL MELICOPTER ACCIDENTS WHICH
OCCUR IS A MATTER OF SERIOUS CONCERN TO ME. COMBAT LOSSES WE
CAN ACCEPT, HOWEVER , WE CAN ILL AFFORD THE OPERATIONAL LOSSES OF
HELICOPTERS/CREWS AND THE RESULTANT REDUCTION OF OPERATIONAL
CAPABILITIES. FOR THE MOST PART, CAREFUL ATTENTION TO DUTY BY AIR
CREWS, MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL AND GROUND SUPPORT PERSONNEL WILL

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA3803 C 0 I. A, 1
PREVENT OPERATIONAL MISHAPS.
2. (C) I AM WELL AWARE THAT ALL SERVICES HAVE YOUNG. INEXPERI-
ENCED PERSONNEL WHO ARE SUDDENLY THRUST INTO EXTREMELY RESPONSIBLE
SITUATIONS. WE MUST GIVE THESE PERSONNEL THE VERY BEST COUNSEL
AND SUPERVISION AT ALL ECHELONS. THE INEXPERIENCED MUST NOT BE ALLOWED
TO BECOME OVER ZEALOUS AND TAKE UNNECESSARY RISKS, NOR MUST WE
ALLOW THE (INEXPERIENCED TO BECOME COMPLACENT.
3. (C) IN ADDITION, WITH THE ONSET OF EXTREMELY HOT WEATHER
AND HIGH WINDS, PLANNED HELICOPTER OPERATIONS IN WESTERN I CORPS
WILL BE MORE HAZARDOUS. SPECIAL ATTENTION MUST BE GIVEN TO ENSURE FOB'S
ARE ADEQUATE IN SIZE AND FREE OF OBSTACLES AND FLIGHT HAZARDS.
HELICOPTER LOADS WILL NECESSARILY BE REDUCED.
4. IN THIS REGUARD, I WOULD ASK YOUR CAUTION ON THE NUMBER OF
TROOPS CARRIED PER HELICOPTER. IN A. RECENT ACCIDENT, 72 RF'S
PLUS THE CREW WERE ABOARD ONE AIRCRAFT. THERE ARE TIMES WHEN
THE TACTICAL SITUATION DICTATES THE LOADING TO THE MAXIMUM WEIGHT
CARRYING CAPACITIES OF THE PARTICULAR AIRCRAFT. WHEN THIS
SITUATION DOESN'T EXIST, THE LOAD SHOULD MORE REALISTICALLY
COMPARE TO THE RATED NUMBERS FOR WHICH EACH AIRCRAFT IS
CONFIGURED. I REQUEST YOUR ATTENTION IN THIS REGARD TO INSURE
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'/ 5. (C) I REQUEST EACH OF' YOU STRESS. THESE MATTERS AND THAt .. o g~~~AND ATTEm'ION :BE GIVEN TO ALL .~PECTS OF FLIGHT DIS~IPLINE •. 

'/ eT 
~. ~SflJ3 

~. 
~. 
~ 
~ 
~ 111 MAF 2100/6 (3/68) COpy ~F? COPIES CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA3803 CONFIDENT I:

THAT HELICOPTERS ARE NOT LOADED TO THE MAXIMUM WHEN PRUDENCE
DICTATES LESSER LOADS AND A HIGHER SAFETY FACTOR.
5. (C) I REQUEST EACH OF YOU STRESS THESE MATTERS AND THAT
COMMAND ATTENTION BE GIVEN TO ALL ASPECTS OF FLIGHT DISCIPLINE.
GP-4
BT
3803
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PTTUZ YUW R HMMAF'A3 970 1461405-UUUU ... ."RUM·UfQD .. 
ZNR UUUUU 
P 261405Z ~AY 69 ZFF'-l 
F'~ CG III MAl' DNG RVN 

• 

TO RUMUFQD/CG ONE NINE NINE LIGHT INF BDE', CtU<:? FRENZEL JONES 
BT 
UNCL~S . 
FOR BGEN BENNETT AND BGEN DAVISON FROM. LTGEN NICKERSON 
I. FOR BGEN DAV!SON~ ON THE OCCASION'- OF YOUR DEf'ARTURE II ALL 11 I K~F' 
~OINS ME IN EXTENDING HEARTFELT APPRECIATION FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
THE CAUSE OF' FREEDOM ~N THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM., THE ACCO~PLISHMENTS 
OF YOUR BR IGADE IN COMBAT ARE WELL PUEl I elZED AND YOU SHOULD BE 
JUSTIFIABLY PROUDo GODSPEED ~ND GOOD LUCK IN YOrR NEW ASSIGNMENT. 
2. FOR BGEN BENNETT: OUR HEARTIEST CONGR~TULATIONS ON YOUR 
ASSU~PTION OF COMMAND OF THE FAMED .1 99TH- LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE., YOUR 
PERFOR~ANCE ON THE III ~AF TEAM AS' MY DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR PLANS 
~AS CHARACTERIZED THROUGHOUT BY PROFESSIONALISM OF THE HIGHEST OHDERo 
YOU ~! ILL BE SORELY MISSED" I KN01JJ TOO THAT YOU t~; ILL SOR EL Y ~lISS THE 
STRIlINS OF OUR MARINE CORPS HYMN RESOU·NDI.NG EACH MORNING THROUGHCUT 
THE FOUR CORNERS OF OUR HEADQUARTERS. WE AT III r.AF EXTEND EVERY WISH 
FOR CONTINUED SUCCESS AS YOU FIND." FIX -. FIGHT - f10VE II.ND cor'1r'~UnCArE 
~ITH YOUR NEW COMMAND ON THE FIELD OF BATTLEo 

. PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 3970 UNCLAS 

(J 

~ 3. FOR THE GALLANT OFFICERS AND MEN O~ THE 199TH LIGHT 
, INFANTRY SR IGADE g OUR I NO THIS EXCHANGE' OF YOUR CO!V1MANDERS II 

I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXIE NO F·ROM YOUR COMRADES .. IN-ARMS 
OF III MAF lN THE NORTHERN PROVINCES AND' THE DMZ AREA OUR 
WARfr:EST REGARDS AND BEST WISHES fOR. CO;NT.INUED SUCCESS IN 
THE EATT.ALE AGAINST OUR COft1MON 'ENEMYo LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
NICKERSON, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS., CO~lMANDINGGENERALfj 
III MARINE A~PHIB!OUS fORCE. 
BT 
3970 
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PTTUZYUW RHMMAFA3978 1461405-UUUU--RUMUFQD.
ZNR UUUUU
P 2614052 MAY 69 ZFF- 1
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO RUMUFQD/CG ONE NINE NINE LIGHT INF BDE; CAMP FRENZEL JONES
BT
UNCLAS
FOR BGEN BENNETT AND BGEN DAVISON FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. FOR BGEN DAVISON: ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR DEPARTURE, ALL III MAF
JOINS ME IN EXTENDING HEARTFELT APPRECIATION FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TOTHE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OF YOUR BRIGADE IN COMBAT ARE WELL PUBLICIZED AND YOU SHOULD BE
JUSTIFIABLY PROUD. GODSPEED AND GOOD LUCK IN YOU'R NEW ASSIGNMENT
2. FOR BGEN BENNETT: OUR HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR
ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND OF THE FAMED 199TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE. YOUR
PERFORMANCE ON THE III MAF TEAM AS MY DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR PLANSWAS CHARACTERIZED THROUGHOUT BY PROFESSIONALISM OF THE HIGHEST ORDER.YOU WILL BE SORELY MISSED. I KNOW TOO THAT YOU WILL SORELY MISS THESTRAINS OF OUR MARINE CORPS HYMN RESOUNDING EACH MORNING THROUGHCUTTHE FOUR CORNERS OF OUR HEADQUARTERS. WE AT III MAF EXTEND EVERY WISHFOR CONTINUED SUCCESS AS YOU FIND 0 FIX - FIGHT - MOVE AND COMMUNICATEWITH YOUR NEW COMMAND ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 3970 UNCLAS
3. FOR THE GALLANT OFFICERS AND MEN OF. THE 199TH LIGHT
INFANTRY BRIGADE: DURING THIS EXCHANGE OF YOUR COMMANDERS,
I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND FROM YOUR COMRADES-IN-ARMS
OF III MAF IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCES AND THE DMZ AREA OUR
WARMEST REGARDS AND BEST WISHES FOR. CONTINUED SUCCESS INTHE BATTALE AGAINST OUR COMMON ENEMY. LIEUTENANT GENERAL
NICKERSON, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS., COMMANDING GENERAL,III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE.
BT
3970
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PTTEZYUW RHMMAFA5108 1471248-EEEE-LRUMUJLB
ZNY EEEEE
P 2710482 MAY 69 ZFF-1
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMUJLB/COMMANDER/SA IV CORPS
BT
UNCLAS: E F T 0
FOR MGEN ECKHARDT AND MGEN WETHERILL FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. SINCERELY REGRET PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENT PRECLUDES ATTENDANCE
AT YOUR CHANGE OF COMMAND ON 1 JUNE. 1

2. FOR MGEN ECKHARDT: MY WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS, GEORGE,
AND ALL THE BEST TO YOU IN YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT AT CARLISLE.
3. FOR MGEN WETHERILL: CONGRATULATI ONS ON YOUR NEW COMMAND.
WHILE NOT NEW TO OUR MACV NATION-BUILDING TEAM, I AM SURE
YOU WILL FIND YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT DIFFERENT, BUT EVERY BIT AS
CHALLENGING, INTERESTING -- AND REWARDING. LOOKING FORWARD
TO SEEING YOU AT THE NEXT CONFERENCE IN SAIGON.
WARM REGARDS.
BT
5108
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F" CG 111 MAY 
TO SSO MACV . 
ZEI'! 
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UNCLAS E r t 0 ;O~ MGEH TOWNSE~D fRO" LTGEN NIe_ERiOI 
SU8J. VISIt OF ~R. SAMUEL F. PRYOR WITH CG 111 ~A' 
1. MR. PRYOR, WHO 1& A~ EXECUTIVE 0' PAN A"£RICAN AIRVAYS 
AND A US TREASURY AGENT. W1LL BE II SAIGON ~UM[ 8T~ AID 
~TH EN ROUTE TO LAOS. 
~. ~R. PRYOR IS A PERSO~.L 'RIE~O Of MINE, A~D DURIIG 
HIS STAY l~ RVN. 1 WOUlDLIK£ TO HAVi Kl~ COKE TO 1 CORP~ 
FOR A VISIT, PREfERABLY uP O~ THE AfTERNOON OF THE 8TH 
AjD RETURN OM TKE 'tN. IN tHIS COWNECTION, 1 
SOLICIt YOUR ASSlSTAiC£ IN HAVING YOUR PROTOCOL OfFICER 
OiTAIN CLEARANCE AiD ARRANGE TRANSPORTATION fOR MR. 'RYOR- S 
VISIT TO MY HEADQUARTERS. 1 WOULD iE MOST APPRECIATIVE Of 
A_Y ASSISTAHCE THAT YOU COULD PROVIDi. 
S. PLEASE ADYISEe 1 WILL HAVE ~R. PRYOR CONTACT YOUR 
PROtOCOL OFfICER UPON HIS A~RIVAL Ih SAIGON. 
WARM REGARDS. 
132 

DJiDa.1 :1M ...,.. _ 

DECLASSIFIED 

.~ -.....-. 

~ ~.~~~ "~&."Ii:'· '~c 
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P 2811w32
FM CG 111 MAF
TO SSO MACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: VISIT OF MR. SAMUEL F. PRYOR WITH CG III MAF
1. MR. PRYOR, WHO IS AN EXECUTIVE OF PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS
AND A US TREASURY AGENT, WILL BE IN SAIGON JUNE 8TH AND
9TH EN ROUTE TO LAOS.
2. MR. PRYOR IS A PERSONAL FRIEND OF MINE, AND DURING
HIS STAY IN RVN, I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE HIM COME TO I CORPS
FOR A VISIT, PREFERABLY UP ON THE AFTERNOON OF THE 8TH
AND RETURN ON THE 9TH. IN THIS CONNECTION, 1
SOLICIT YOUR ASSISTANCE IN HAVING YOUR PROTOCOL OFFICER
OBTAIN CLEARANCE AND ARRANGE TRANSPORTATION FOR MR. PRYOR'S
VISIT TO MY HEADQUARTERS. 1 WOULD BE MOST APPRECIATIVE OF
ANY ASSISTANCE THAT YOU COULD PROVIDE.
3. PLEASE ADVISE: I WILL HAVE MR. PRYOR CONTACT YOUR
PROTOCOL OFFICER UPON HIS ARRIVAL IN SAIGON.
WARM REGARDS.
132

DELIVER BURKING WORKING HOURS
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HEADQUARTERS 
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

MIL.ITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND. VIETNAM 

FPO. SAN FRANCISCO 96602 

MEf.roRANDUM R.)R THE DIffiRIBurION LIST 

-----~ Subj:-- Visit ~J ;Argentine Observer Group 

IN REPLY REFER TO, 

;8/jtb 
29 Hay 1969 

1. The purpose of the visit for the Argentine Observer Group :is to 
provide a general orientation on U.S. operations with'suggested emphasis 
for briefings (all unclassified) 
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STATEMENT
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND. VIETNAM
FPO. SAN FRANCISCO 96602

STATE OF IN REPLY REFER TO:

38/jtb
29 May 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DISTRIBUTION LIST

Visit by Argentine Observer GroupSubj:

1. The purpose of the visit for the Argentine Observer Group is to
provide a general orientation on U.S. operations with suggested emphasis
for briefings (all unclassified)
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SECRET/NOFORN

PTTSZYUW RHMNAFA5311 1490410-SSSS-eRUHHFMA RUMMVPA.ZNY SSSSS
P 2904102 MAY 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUKHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RUMHVPA/CG THIRD MARDIV
BT
SECRET NOFORN MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
RELOCATION OF !ST AMTRAC BNCU)
A. CG III MAF 041750Z MAY 69
1. (C) REFERENCE A REPORTED 1ST AMTRAC BN IN A
CADRE STATUS.
2. (SECRET NOFORN) (MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY) PRESENT
LOCATION OF 1ST AMTRAC BN AT CUA VIET UNSATISFACTORYFOR FOLLOWING REASONS:

A. CADRE MISSION IS MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLY
ORIENTED AND CUA VIET LOCATION DOES NOT AFFORD READYACCESS TO SUPPORTING MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLY ORGANI-
ZATION, I.E., FLSG-BRAVO AT DONG HA/QUANG TRI.

B. UNIT HAS NO IMMEDIATE COMBAT CAPABILITY ANDAREA & FACILITIES PRESENTLY OCCUPIED ARE URGENTLY RE-
QUIRED FOR TACTICAL FORCES WITH COMBAT. MISSIONS.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA5311 SECRET NOFORN MCEO
3. (SE CRET NOFOR N) (MARINE CORP EYES. ONLY) TO OVER-COME THESE DEFICIENCIES, THIS HEADQUARTERS HAS EX-AMINED AVAILABLE ALTERNATIVES AND DETERMINED THAT
THE MOST ACCEPTABLE AVAILABLE COURSE OF ACTION ISTO RELOCATE THE 1ST AMTRAC BN TO THE RED. BEACH AREA
OF THE DANANG TAOR. THIS RELOCATION WILL COMMENCEON OR ABOUT 15 JUNE 1969. THERE ARE, HOWEVER,
CERTAIN IMPLICATIONS IN THIS SOLUTION. THESE ARE:

A. COST OF REQUIRED FACILITIES WHICH MUST
BE CONSTRUCTED APPROXIMATES ONE HUNDRED-FORTY
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($140,000). WE ARE ATTEMPTING
TO SCALE THIS COST DOWN BUT THIS IS THE COST TO
CONSTRUCT A PROPER FACILITY.

B. INCREASED DENSITY OF PROFITABLE TARGETS
FOR ROCKET, SAPPER AND GROUND ATTACKS IN THE RED
BEACH AREA.
4. (SECRET NOFORN) (MARINE CORP EYES ONLY) THE
IDEAL SOLUTION WOULD BE TO :MOVE THE CADRED 1ST
AMTRAC BN TO OKINAWA. SUCH A MOVE WOULD:

A. REMOVE FROM IN-COUNTRY A UNIT WHICH

PAGE__OF_2PAGES
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SECRET/NOFORN

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA5311 S.ESCRET NOFORN MCEO
CONTRIBUTES NO COMBAT CAPABILITY TO
III MAF.

B. REDUCE THE LOAD ON IN-COUNTRY MAINTENANCE
AND SUPPLY FACILITIES.

C. FACILITATE ATTAINMENT OF A SATISFACTORY
MAINTENANCE AND SUPPLY POSTURE.

D. ELIMINATE THE NEED FOR ADDITIONAL CON-
STRUCTION.

E. IN ADDITION, IT IS BELIEVED THAT SHOULD
THERE BE AN IMMEDIATE REQUIREMENT TO RETURN THIS
UNIT TO A COMBAT READY STATUS FOR IN-COUNTRY USE,
THE ADVANTAGES WHICH WOULD ACCRUE FROM. THE OKINAWA
LOCATION WOULD MORE THAN OFF-SET THE ADDITIONAL
TIME THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED TO REDEPLOY THE 1ST
AMTRAC BN INTO COUNTRY.
5. (SECRET NOFORN) (MARINE CORP EYES ONLY) IN
VIEW OF THE ABOVE, RECOMMEND THAT SUCH ACTION OR
REPRESENTATION AS NECESSARY BE INITIATED EARLIEST
TO PROVIDE FOR THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST AMTRAC
BM FROM THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (CUA VIET) TO

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA5311 SECRE T NOFORM MCEO
OKINAWA.
6. (SECRET NOFOR N) ( MARINE CORP EYES ONLY) IT
IS FURTHER REQUESTED THAT A DECISION BE PROVIDED
NOT LATTER THAN 15 JUNE 1969 IN ORDER TO ENSURE
MAXIMUM GAIN FROM AN OKINAWA REDEPLOYMENT.
GP-4
BT
5311
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CCONFIDENT I A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE AND LIGENNICKERSON FROM LIGEN WALT SECTION ONE OF TWO SECTIONSSUBJ: ALLEGATIONS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
1. OFFICES OF BALTIMORE AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPER CHAIN RECENTLYRECEIVED A LETTER SIGNED BY 105 MEMBERS OF 3D BN, 1ST MARINES.TEXT OF LETTER FOLLOWS: QUOTE

"WE THE BLACK MAN.
"WE THE BLACK MAN IN VIET NAM BEAR WITNESS TO THEEXISTENCE OF RACIAL PREJUDICE IN VIET NAM. THE CONTENTS OFTHIS LETTER DESCRIBES THE SITUATION EXISTING IN 3/1 BN. WE,WHO SIGN HOLD EVIDENCE AS TO IT'S VALIDITY. WE BASE ITUPON OUR OWN OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIENCES. WE DO so INHOPE OF ESTABLISHING BETTER RELATI ONS. AMONG MEN AND FREEDOMFOR ALL.

" THE AMERICAN BLACKMAN

PAGE TWO RUEBHOA4 121 C 0 IDENT I A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGENBUSE AND LTGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN WALT
IN VIET NAM:
"WE, THE AMERICAN BLACK MEN SERVING IN VIET NAM, ADDRESSTHIS LETTER TO THE PEOPLE OF AMERICA. WE URGE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTOF THE CONTENTS OF THIS LETTER NOT ONLY FOR OUR OWN SAKES BUTFOR AMERICAS.
"OUR FUTURE THE BLACK MAN, IS PREDESTINED BUT AMERICA'SFUTURE STILL LIES IN THE HANDS OF ITS. PEOPLE. WE SPEAK NOTTO AMERICA AS A WHOLE BUT TO EACH AMERICAN AS AN INDIVIDUAL.AMERICA'S SELF-DESTRUCTION GROWS NEAR: DUE TO FAULTS OF ITSOWN INHABITANTS. WE ASK EACH AMERICAN INDIVIDUAL TO CAST HISOWN EYES UPON HIMSELF, AND EVALUATE HIS OWN PERSON BEFORECONSIDERING OUR LETTER. WE SEE NO FAVORS OR GRATITUDE BUTONLY TO SEE JUSTICE IN ITS TRUE NATURE.
"REALIZE AMERICA IS ALREADY FAMILIAR WITH THE PROBLEMWE CONFRONT HER WITH: BUT STILL WE FIND IT NESSARY TO BRINGAWARENESS TO ITS EXISTENCE ONCE MORE, THE PROBLEM IS RACIALPRRUDICE.
"THE SAME RACIAL PREJUDICE THAT HAS BEEN PREVALENT IN AMERICASINCE BIRTH, YET AFTER OVER 300 YEARS IT IS STILL PRESENTS INVIET NAM, RACIAL PREJUDICE EXISTS ONLY IN THE MINES OF THE

PAGE / OF PAGESFMF PAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69)
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PAGE THREE RUEBHOA4.121 C It SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
LIGEN BUSE AND LIGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN WALT
AMERICAN. PEOPLE. IT IS AN INTANGIBLE EVIL THAT LURKS INSIDE
OF MANS BRAIN CAUSING HIM TO DISCRIMINATE AND REBEL AGAINST HIS
OWN KIND. WE FIND IT PRESENCE IS NOT ONLY IN OUR OWN
BATTALION BUT IN ALL OF SOUTH VIET NAM. WE FIND OURSELVES
FREQUENTLY CONFRONTED WITH PREJUDICE HERE IN 3RD BN. IST MARINES.

"ANY OPPOSITION WE OFFER IN DEFENSE SERVES ONLY AS A
CATALYST CAUSING IT TO BECOME MORE AGGRESSIVE DUE TO ITS NATURE,
IT CAN ONLY BE MORE DESTROYED BX ITS MAXER, THE WHITE MAN. ITS
APPROACH IS THAT OF THE (BEAST), THE CORRUPTED AMERICAN WHITE
MAN, AND WE THE BLACK MAN ARE IT'S CONTENDERS. BEFORE THE BLACK
MAN CAN BE RCOGNIZED AS AN. AMERICAN THE ELIMINATION OF THIS
PROD UCT MUST TAKE PLACE. WE LEAVE THE SOLUTION TO YOU, THE
AMERICAN INDIVIDUAL, BUT WILL REMAIN RESTLESS UNTIL SOME RESULTS
ARE SHOWN TOWARD THIS SOLUTION.

"RACIAL PREJUDICE EXISTING IN 3RD: BN 1ST MARINES IS WELL
PROTECTED BY THE BEASTS. TO A MAN WHO HAS NEVER BEEN SUBJECTED
TO PREJUDICENESS TO HIM IT IS SHOCKING AT WHAT HE WITNESSES
WITH OUR BATTALION.

"OUR CAUSE ISNT TO ACCUSE ORE JUSTIFY ANYONE'S ACTIONS BUT
TO BRING AWARENESS TO THEIR ACTIONS. WE DO THIS IN HOPE THAT

PAGE FOUR RUEBHOAA-121 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
LTGEN BUSE AND LTGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN WALT
MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN TO SUBDUE THIS PROBLEM AND PREVENT ITS
OCCURRENCE IN THE FUTURE.

DUE TO RACIAL PREJUDICE HERE, IN VIET NAM THE BLACK MAN IS
BEING SUBJECTED TO UNNECESSARY DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE
BEASTS. WE FIND OURSELVES STEADILY ABUSED AND HARASSED BY THE
BEASTS. OUR LIVES ARE PLAYED WITH AS IF WE WERE THINGS OR

TOYS, INSTEAD OF HUMANS. AS A RESULT OF THESE RIDICULOUS AND
OUTRAGEOUS ACTS PERFORMED BY THE BEASTS MANY BLACKMEN ARE SERVING
OVERTIME IN VIETNAM. DURING THIS TIME THEY ARE RETURNED TO
CONFRONT WITH THE ENEMY WHEN THEY SHOULD BE BACK IN AMERICA. THOSE
WHO AREN'T PHYSICALLY OR MENTALLY FIT ARE ALSO SENT OUT TO
CONFRONT WITH THE ENEMY. THOSE WHO ARE. ACCEPTED AS UNFIT FOR
COMBAT, REMAIN IN THE REAR ONLY FOR HARASSEMENT AND TO BE
SUBJECTED TO UNNECESSARY DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS. IN ANY EVENT OF
CRIMES COMMITTED IN OUR BATTALION THE BLACK MAN IS FIRST LOOKED
UPON AS A CRIMINAL. HE IS GUILTY BEFORE THE CRIME HAS BEEN
COMMITTED. HE SEEMS TO BE A STEADY LAWBREAKER BUT DOESN'T
STAND A FAIR CHANCE TO PROVE HIS INNOCENCE.

"WE BLACK MEN ARE UNDER THE WHITE MAN'S LAW IN VIET NAM.
WE SEE THE WHITE MANS LAWA AS LAWS WE HAD NO CHOICE IN MAKING
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PAGE FIVE RUEBHOA4 121 CONFIDENTI SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
LIGEN BUSE AND LIGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN WALT
CONTRARY TO THIS WE LIVE BY THEM AS WELL OR IF NOT BETTER THAN
HE DOES HIMSELF. WE SEE HIS LAWS BEING ENFORCED AT DIFFERENT
TIMES ON CERTAIN PEOPLE. HE USES US AS HIS PERSONAL TARGETS.
WE FIND HIS LAWS ARE TO FLEXIBLE THAT THEIR TRUE MEANING IS
NEVER EMPMASIZED BUT STRIPPED AWAY. WE SEE HIM USING THESE
LAWS TO HIS OWN ADVANTAGE WE FIND ONLY ONE INTERPRETATION
OF RIGHT-BUT THE BEASTS HAVE MANY INTERPRETATIONS OF RIGHT.
THEIR LAWS CAN BE CHANGED AND ADDITIONS RENDERED AT ANY TIME.
THEIR LAWS SEEM. TO BE AN ESCAPE ROUTE FOR ALL THE WRONG THEY
DO. WHEN WE ENFORCE HIS LAWS, RIGHT IS STILL SACRIFICED FOR
WRONG. OR A COMPROMISE IS MADE BETWEEN THE TWO. BUT NEVER IS
RIGHT RIGHT OR WRONG WRONG, THE LAWS ARE A FRONT THEREFORE
so ARE HIS LIFE AND HIS BELIEFS. HOW. CAN JUSTICE PREVAIL
IN AN ATHOSPHERE OF PRETENCE?

IN 371 BATTALION WE HAVE A WATCH ACTION COMMITTEE WHOSE
RESPONSIBILITY IS TO BRING FORTH COMPLAINTS AND PROBLEMS
CONCERNING RACIAL PREJUDICE. THE COMMITTEE IS COMPOSED OF A
BLACK MAN FROM EACH COMPANY WITHIN THE BATTALION. HE CONFRONTS
THE EXECUTIVE PROBLEMS AND THEY ARE DISCUSSED. AS FOR A
SOLUTION TO THESE PROBLMS WE SEE THAT MORE ATTENTION IS
UNQUOTE
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CONRIDENTIALSPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LICEN BUSE AND LIGEN
NICKERSON FROM LIGEN WALT SECTION 2 OF TWO SECTIONS
TAKEN TOWARDS THEIR CONCEALMENT, THE OFFENDER ON MAIN PERSON
RESPONSIBLE IS IGNORED, THE OFFENDED IS RECONCILIATED. ANY
MEANS OF REHABILITATION IS LOST AND THE OFFENDER IS LEFT PREE
TO REPEAT ANOTHER OFFENSE.

THE SEE REASONS USED AS MEANS OF JUSTIFYING AN OFFENSE.
JUSTIFICATION OF AN OFFENSE ISN'T POSSIBLE FOR REASONS ARE
FOR DETERMENING WHY AN ACT IS DONE AND THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSE
AND NOT ITS VALIDITY OR VOID.

WE THE BLACK MEN IN VIES NAM DO NOT SEEK JUSTIFICATION
FOR OUR OWN ACTIONS BUT so SOLEMNLY BELIEVE THEN. OUR ACTIONS
WE CAN'T SAY ARE OUR WILL BUT IS A RETALIATION TOWARD THE
BEASTS. THIS RETALIATION IS A BUILT-IN REFLEX WHICH SERVES
AS OUR ONLY DEFENSE AGAINST THE BEASTS.

PAGE TWO RUEBHOA4133 C 0 A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN
BUSE AND LIGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN WALT.

ACCORDING TO THE BEASTS WE KNOW NO RIGHT VE ARE ONLY
CONNECTED WITH WRONG, THEREFORE OUR ACTIONS ARE CONSIDERED
WRONG. ANF COMPROMISE ONLY STRAYS FURTHER AWAY FROM THE
TRUTH. WE CAN'T BE AMERICAN SÓLDIERS OR TROOPERS WHEN WE
AREN'T RECOGNIZED AS MEN, WE CAN NO LONGER SACRIFICE OUR
LIVES FOR A COUNTRY THAT DOESN'T STAND FOR WHAT IT REPRESENTS,
WE CAN'T FIGHT ANY LONGER FOR AN INDEPENDENCE THAT WE DON'T HAVE
OURSELVES. WE CAN NO LONGER OBEY LAWS THAT ARE PHONY: LAWS THAT
CAN BE CHANGED AND INTERPRETED ANYWAY THAT FITS THE SITUATION AT
HAND. WE CAN NO LONGER LISTEN TO THE FOUL WORDS THE BEASTS SPEAK
OF AS AIDING US WHEN WE SEE NO RESULTS. WE CAN'T CLAIM TO BE
AMERICAN BUT JUST BLACK MEN. WE NO LONGER SERVE AMERICA WITH
PRIDE AND HONOR BUT ONLY FIGHT BECOUSE THE BEASY'S CONFRONTS US
WITH ONE OTHER ALTERNATIVE WHICH WOULD ONLY ADD TO THE PROBLEM.

HOWEVER IF NOT SOLUTION IS BROUGHT FORTH SOON WE BLACK MEN
WILL NO LONGER CONFRONT AMERICA WITH IT'S PROBLEM BUT WILL SEEK
OUR SOLUTION WHETHER IT MEANS OUR LIVES OR THE WHITE MANS-
(BEASTS) 1111111 WE SHALL HAVE OUR MANHOOD; OR THE EARTH WILL
BE LEVELED BY OUR ATTEMPTS TO GAIN IT.

"WE URGE ALL WHO READ THIS TO GIVE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO OUR
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PAGE THREE RUEBHOA4133 C ON IDENTIAL SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE FOR
LIGEN BUSE AND LTGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN WALT
SAVINGS. WE REALIZE THAT THEIR ARE SOME WHITE MEN WHO IRE ON
OUR SIDE. BUT THEN THERE IS THE BEASTS WHO IS THE ONE in FALL.
AND FALL HE SHALL UNQUOTE
2. MANAGING EDITOR OF BALTIMORE AFRO-AMERICAN AGREED TO
WITHHOLD PUBLICATION FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK RENDING
RECEIPT OF INFO FROM HQMC.
3. REQUEST YOU INVESTIGATE AND PROVIDE REPORT SO REACH THIS
HQ NOT LATER THAN 3 JUN.
WARM REGUARDS. UNQUOTE
GP-4
BT
5331
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OTTEZYUN RHMMAFA3505 1501054-EEEE-RULLBA
ZNY EEEEE
0 3010542 MAY 69
FM CG 0.00 MAF ONG
TO R UML 1 A / C G AMERICAL DIV CHL
BT
UNOLAS E F T. OPFOR MGEN GETTYS AND MGEN RAMSEY FROM LIGGEN NICKERSON
1. FOR MGEN GETTYS:
Ao ON THE OCCASION OF YOUR CHANGE OF COMMAND AND DEPARTURE
FROM VIETNAM ALL 111 MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE JOINS ME IN
EXTENDING OUR HEART FELT APPRECIATION FOR YOUR CONTRLIBUTIONS TO
THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN THE REPUBL BC OF VIETNAM
B. THE ACCOMPL SHMENT'S OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION HAVE BEEN
WELL PUBLICIZED HERE AND ABROAD, THE NAMES WHEELER WALL'AWAR AND
BIRLINGTON TRAIL ARE SYNONMOUS WITH "AMERICAL" AND
SUCCESS IN BATTLE.
Co. UNDER YOUR INSPIRING LEADER SHIP NEW CHAPTERS HAVE BEEN
ADDED TO THE ALREADY ILLUSTROUS HISTORY. OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION
YOU SHOULD BE JUSTIFIABLY PROUD OF, YOUR ACCOMPL 1SHMENTS AND
THE ACCOMPL ISHMENTS OF YOUR DIVISION. YOU WILL BE SORELY
MISSED MY HEARTIEST WELL DONE BEST WISHES IN YOUR NEW
ASSIGNMENT BN WASHINGTON

PAGE TWO RIHMAFA 5585 UNOLAS E F TCO
NO FOR MGEN RAMSEY WELCOME TO THE CORPS TACTICAL
ZONE AND TO OUR IBO MARTINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE NATION-BUILOING
TEAM. M.Y HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR AUSUMPTION
OF COMMAND OF ONE OF THE FINEST GOMBAT DIVISIONS IN AMERICAN
MILITARY HISTORY. @ AM FULLY CONFIDENT THAT UNDER YOUR
LEADER SHOP. THE AMERICAL WILL CONTINUE TO ACCREE NEW
LAUREL'S AS YOU FIND -FIX-FIGHT MOVE-AND COMMUNICATE
ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE WITH YOUR NEW COMMAND.
30 FOR THE GALLANT OFFICER'S AND MEN OF THE AMERICALT
ON THE OCCASION OF THIS CHANGE IN YOUR COMMANDERS AND ON
BEHALF OF YOUR 1 CORPS TACTICAL ZONE COMRADES-TRI-ARMS; I
EXTEND WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS AND BEST WISHES FOR
CONT INIVED BATTLEFIELD SUCCESS AGAINST OUR COMMON. ENEMY.
LIEUTENANT GENERAL NOCKERSON, COMMANDING GENERAL
I'll MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
BT
5505
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