DECLASSIFIED

15. CMC' 0320187 JUN69 (C) SPECAT FXCTUSIVE ﬁa—ﬁl
FOR ADDRESSEES FROM CHAPMAN
CARNEY REASSIGNED TO REP IACE JOENSON AS CG 9TH MAB -~ JOHNSON AS AWC FMAY

20.  ¢/s, MACV 070012Z JUN69 (U) EYES ONLY
COMUS TO AIL
QUOTES A VALL STREET JOTRWAL ARTICLE OF 29 MAY 69, "THE HONORED DEAD™
REBUTS KRNNEDY AND OTHFR CRITICS OF FIZID COMMANDERS AND THEIR DECISIONS

23,  DEPCOMUSMACY 0804354 JUN69 (S) EYES ONIY ;;—4
ROSSON TO AILL

ENEMY USE OF UNKNOWN CHEIMICAL ACGENTS

25. J=3 MACV 081041Z JUN69 - (C) EYSS OWLY %;:-f
FOR JONES TFO DOOLTY FROM BAUTZ
VATTT TC VISIT 3D DIV OF 12 JUN - YVANT TO S3I% KTy AREAS ATOVG DIZ & US/ARVI

TNITS ENGAGHD
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26. CG FIFPAC o9123p@ JUK69 (C) SPACAT TXCLUSIVE -
FOR TICK ASON INFO TILLIAIIS ¥ROM BUSE

OPCON OF SIF HIZI SOUADRONS

28, CG BIFPAC 1101327 JUNG9 (C) SPICAT IDEO - f
FOR OUITIER IHFO WICKTRSON FROM BUSE
UH-1T. ASSIGNMENT (U)

30. C/S MACV 110908Z JUN69 (C) EYES ONLY j¢v¥

TOWNSEND TO ALL
AGENDA FOR THE COMMANDERS CONFERENCE 12 JUNE

30. COMUSMACV 110919Z JUN69 (C) j%-¢
ABRAMS /TOWNSEND TO ALL
AGENDA FOR THE COMMANDERS CONFERENCE 12 JUNE

31. ADMIN FMFPAC 112329Z JUN69 (S) -—‘-/
RETROGRADE EQUIPMENT OF 1ST AMTRAC BN

32. C/S MACV 1302137z JUN69 (U)-EYES ONLY
FOR NICKERSON FROM T@WNSEND
COMUS APPR LOM FOR LEE

33. C/S8 MACV 1302152 JUN69 (S) EYES ONLY -4
FOR NICKERSON INFO STILWELL FROM TOWNSEND
IF YOU HAVE TARGETS IN SHDMZ, NOMINATE FOR ARC LIGHTS -- COMUS

KNOWS
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35.. CG FIRST MARDIV 140335Z JUN69 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE %—-‘/
FOR WILSON INFO DOOLEY FROM SIMPSON
PVT KINDER
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40.

CcMC 1622222 JUN69 (C) MARINET CDRPS EYES ONLY ;M ﬁ/
OV-10A TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT

L 5 2o S e S AR S A L a s LTS B A PSS S Ak G R N TAR S A TSR A5

42

43.

44,

LR RS Bl el rsemnend

AMEMB SGN 170945Z JUN69 (C). _ ot Showal
FOR NICKERSON FROM ABBASSADOR
WANT LT CURTIS TO GO W/ME TO KATHMANDU

C/S MACV 171005Z JUN69 (C) EYES ONLY jh“7f—4
TOWNSEND TO ALL

JUNE COMMANDERS WIEU (U) ~----- 21 JUNE

SSO XXIV CORPS 1803367 XBXXINXEX JUN69 (S) INTEL -4
ACTIVITY IN THE VICINITY OF HILL 937 (HAMBURGER HILL)
RESPONDS TO III MAF 1720252 JUNG9

A M S B B N TP Frin S OO G Rl i SumfS il mm

46 .

47,

48.

49,

m DT A AN TR

CG FMFPAC 182147Z JUN69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE. -4
FOR NICKERSPN, SIMPSON, JONES, QUILTER, FEELEY, CARNEY, INFO
GARRETSON FROM BUSE
TRANSFER OF PERSONS TO OKI - WITNESSES IN SERIOUS CRIMES

COMSEVENTHFLT 182316Z JUN69 (S) Z%m477 4
FOR NICKERSON FROM BRINGLE
US NAVY TACAIR SORTIES

CG FIRST MARDIV 182340Z JUN69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE ?kq7p_5/
FOR NICKER@BN FROM SIMPSON
MOBILE QUICK REACTION TASK FRRCE (U)

S50 MACV 190017Z JUN69 (U) EYES ONLY
C/S MACV TO ALL
ALLEGED ABUSE OF TAX PRIVILEGE
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Al. CG FMPPAC 2603042 JUﬁ69 (u

FOR DWYER & DULACKI FROM BUSE
ATTABOYS ON THE CHANGE OF ASSIGNMENTS

2, J-4 MACV 211041%Z JUN69 (C) EYES ONLY 2%-.¢
FOR NICKERSON FROM CONROY
SHOT-GUN SHELLS

IVE

4. ADMIN FMFPAC 270245Z JUN69 (C) MCEO %*4
OV-10& TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT

POR— B N Ome GO I Smpre D i GO e el e NI
4

RN ERA R SRS et

& NEELE LR TaN A aYad kd v Mo K> X a W, N a T B 0 4 5 L) (U)
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CBR=TA 1136 23V S T oY 1Y L2 ST WA AN
JE-To0-NE 5 SN VLN VR 2N TAMATAVEEE SR VTSN S B B S B BT

RNy A PN el e Dl

8. CG AMERICAL 281029Z JUN69 (S) EYES ONLY ?xa_ﬂ?“sﬁomm
FOR NICKERSON FROM RAMSEY v
RETENTION OF 1ST BDE, 101ST ABN DIV

9. C/S MACV 281445Z JUN69 (S) EYES ONLY 2%-Ei
FOR NICKERSON FROM TOWNSEND ¢
COMUS WANTS TO KNOW ABOUT INVESTIGATION OF LOSSES AT FSB'S
TOMAHAWK AND BERTCHESGADEN -~ EXCESSIVE FRIENDLY LOSSES
10. COMUSMACV 290350Z JUN69 (S) EYES ONLY -

ABRAMS TO CHAPMAN, BUSE & NICKERSON !
POSSIBLE EXPANSION OF VN MARINE CORPS (C)

11. 834 AIR DIV TSN AB RVN 2901352 JUN69 (C) ?«4-«-/:—4
HERRING LIKE TO CALL ON ZAIS 3 JUL

12. CINCPACFLT 292157Z JUN69 (C) ??- 4
HYLAND TO ALL
FY-70 FUNDING RESTRAINTS (U)

22 CQNRHIBEQR SEVENTHELT 2002002 JUNES  (U)
DO RN E SRS R S B B S’

e L e e D b S RN e R SR B RO LA T A S SOGLAT F. D
EASTEEE LS JEYY
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SERIAL #
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TAPE & MAT
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EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES TMHE ATTACHED DOCUMENT

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD SECRET
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® @ enooilrers @ o
N - IIL MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE s
: » L IT MAF_FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE FROM DATE .
X~ ORIGINATOR

-‘ 3
A~ ACTION / COGNIZANCE CMe 94 JUN 69 f
C ~COMMENT / RECOMMENDATTON SERIALE / CONTROL DATE :

1 = INFORMATION

S - SIGNATURE_ @%2018Z JUN 69 coryw | 0F3 COPIES RECO
DATE ‘ BUECT 7 ——————
ROUTE] SECTION |} CODE INITIAL :
N ouUT X QPECAT EXCIUSIVE £0p .

ce k-, [/ REMARKS
DCG - TMIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR v MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE SBC WITHIN

:; c/s é_#gbk__ 7 OAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-
DC/S S TN ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.
DC/S PLAN ‘ ’ ‘ )
Vi s’s_ | 2 _§/¢/
M G-l ’ 7
G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
6-6
CAP
ADJ
CORDS ]
MB/ TRANS |
ENGR
Has co
INSP
MTO
OF ANAL
ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL
PMO
Sac

A
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,r.

¥
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ONFIDENTIAL AN FILE: |
- - FROM ' DATE .
24 JUN 69
SERIAL# ll
g33 N 69 fooeve / or3 comes meco
DATE SIGNAT URE | SPECS‘ EXCLUSIVE FOR

‘ 2 !5! . DATE SISNATURE

8/5 | cCoPIES 1,2,3 OF 3 COPIES
TAPE & MAT

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT

SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD CONFIDENTIAL
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SECRETARY. OF THE NAVY THAT BEEN R. Ba CRRNEY, JR,
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X~ ORIGINA
A—ACTION/ COGNIZANCE
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' MAF_FORM 52|6(REV 3-68)
FROM DATE
MGEN TOWNSEND C OF S MACV 7JUNGD

SERIAL# /CONTROL DATE
0 0700122 JUN 69

I 1:2131 E -

[RoUTE

SECTION

CODE

DATE.

IN

ouUT

SUBJECT
INITIAL/| " NGLAS EFTO MAC 7207 EYES ONLY

Z

()

J

DCG

"NL .

DCG AIR

v

| St

s

DC/S

DC/S DM

S/8
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/ G"2

G-3

NN | Ny

G-4

G-5

G-6

ADJ

CAP

CHAP

COmP

CORDS

DENT

MB/ TRANS

ENGR

FOODS

HBS CO

INSP
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LEGAL

MTO
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® . @ ® @ .

09788127 IYH ZFF=-3 ZFF-6
. M M6 TOWSEND C(FS MACV
TO GER BROWN CDR 7AF .
LTG MILDREN DCG USARV
VADM ZUMMWALT C QINAVF ORV
LTG NICKERSON III MAF
LTG EWELL CG II FFV
MG RUSS ACG I FFV
MG WETHERILL CG DMAC
INFO LTG STILLWELL CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
INCLAS EF T 0 MAC 7287 EYES ONLY
l. CMUSMACV HAS DIRECTED THAT EACH ADDRESSEE RECEIVE THE MESSAGE
QUOTED HEREIN,
QUOTE
P 8518437
FM COL JOSEPH F H CUTRONA USA SA/SEA 0ASD/PA WASH DC
TOCOL L GORDON HILL JR USA MACV IO SAIGON
ZEM
INCLAS EF T O EYES ONLY OASD/PA B6958 JUN 89
SUBJECT: WALL STREET JOURNAL EDITORIAL
REF: MAC 7150 EYES ONLY, DTG @51@63Z JUN &9
I« REF YOUR REQUEST THE FOL EDITORIAL WHICH APPEARED IN
WALL STREET JOURNAL, 29 MAY 199, IS QUOTED: QUOTE-THE
HN ORED DEAD---T (M ORROW AMERICA MOURNS ITS DEAD FROM
PAST WARS, AMID NEW RECRIMINATIONS ABOUT ITS DEAD IN A
PRESENT WAR. IT 1S, PERHAPS, AN APPROPRIATE MOMENT TO
REFLECT THAT ANY WAR DEATH IS NOT ONLY ANGUISHING BUT IN
MANY WAYS SENSELESS, PARA WOULD THAT MANKIND COULD LEARN
TO0 SETTLE ITS QUARRELS WITHOUT SACRIFICING SO MANY YOUNG
MEN ONLY STARTING TO TASTE LIFE. THE HUMAN BEAST HAS NOT
LEARNED THAT, WHICH OUGHT TO REMIND US ALL OF A DARKNESS
WITHIN., WHEN THE  QUARRELS ARISE AND WHEN YOUNG MEN DIE,
WE OUGHT TO PONDER WHAT THIS TELLS US ABOUT THE NATURE OF
US ALL. PARA THE HUMAN TENDENCY, AND THE FASHION LATELY,
HAS BEEN INSTEAD TO SINGLE OUT A FEW, THE MILITARY
CMMANDERS WHOSE DUTY IT IS TO GIVE ORDERS THAT SO OFTEN
LEAD TO DEATH, YET THESE MEN DESERVE COMPASSION TOO.
THEIR DUTY IS NO SMALL BURDEN, AND THEY PERSONALLY
VIEW ITS GRIM RESULTS. A MILITARY OFFICER, NO LESS THAN
MYONE ELSE, IS ANGUISHED BY DEATH AMONG HIS COMPANIONS,
PARA THE CMMANDER'S GRUEL TASK 1S SO OFTEN TO SEND ONE
BOY TO DIE NOW A SO THAT OTHERS MAY AVOID DEATHLATER,
SINCE HISTORY NEVER REVEALS IT ALTERNATIVES, THERE
CAN BE NO ULTIMATE ASSURANCE THAT HIS DECISION WAS
CORRECT, THAT ANY PARTICULAR DEATH WAS CORRECT, THAT
MY PARTICULAR DEATH WAS IN FACT NECESSARY TO AVERT
FUTURE ONES. C(IMANDERS MUST LIVE WITH THIS DOUBI,
DRAWIN G WHAT COMFORT THEY CAN FROM THE L IKELIHOODS
SUGGE TED BY MILITARY EXPERIEFCE., PARA THE L ESSONS
& THAT EXPERIENCE ARE SELD(M CLEAR, AND ARE A LEGI-
;JIRATE SUBJECT FOR DEBATE BY NOM-MIL ITARY OBSENERS

DECLASSIFIED
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LIKE U.S. SENATORS. BUT THE C MMANDERS, WHO SUFFER THE
PAINFUL OBLIGATION TO DECIDE AND TO ACT NOW DESERVE TO
BE MET ON HIGH GROUND. IT IS TERRIBLY EASY TO EXPLOIT
COMBAT DEATHS IN CRITICIZING THE OFFERS; DEATH IS
ALWAYS SO CERTAIN, AND THE RATIONALE FOR RISKING IT

CAN NEVER BE BEYOND DOUBRT. PARA WHAT DISTRUBS US

ABOUT SENAT OR KENNEDY AND OTHER CRITICS OF THE

RECENT BRATTLE CF APBIA MOUNTAIN 1S THAT THEY SHOW SO
LITTLE EFFORT TO UNDERSTAND THE C(MMANDERS®' STRATEGIC
MTIONALE. THE DEATHS ON THE MOUNTAIN ARE CONDEMNED

AS TRRESPONSIBLE, AT THE SAME TIME THERE IS NO REAL

EFF ORT TO RECONIZE LET ALONE REFUTE, THE CQMMANDERS®
EELIFF THAT THE STRATEGY THAT RESULTED IN THESE

CASUALT IES WILL PREVENT GREATER CASUALTIES LATER.

PARA IN VIETNAM THE ENEMY®'S GREAT SKILL SEEMS TO

PE CO/ERTLY MASSING FOR THE ASAULT. HIS LOGISTICAL

BSE PRECEDES HIS ATTACK FORCES WITH SUPPL IES CARE-
FULLY STOCKPILED IN ADVANCE. THIS ADVANCE SUPPLY

BMSE ALLOWS HIM TO BRING UP TROOPS QUITELY AND QUICKLY,
TO LAUNCH ATTACKSV WITH THE SUDDEN FEROCITY OF THE
GREAT TET OFFENSIVE. PARA OUR CQOMMANDERS HAVE DECIDED
THE WAY TO CONTACT SITES IS TO DISRUPT THE SECRET

ST CKPILES, AND TO ATTACK ENEMY TROOPS IN BASE CAMPS
FEF ORE THEY ADVANCE. WHEN WE SEND TROOPS INTOC HIS SUPPLY
NUBS AND BASE AREAS SUCH AS THE ASHAU VALLEY, SOMETIMES
THERE WILL BE BLOODY BATTLES., IN THE LONG RUN, HOWEVER,
THE C OMMANDERS SAY THE DEATHS WILL BE FEWER THAN IF

W ALLOW THE ENEMY TO BUILD HIS LOGISTICAL BASE IN
PREPARATION FOR ANOTHER OFFENSIVE., PARA THIS RAT IONALE
IS NOT INVULNERABLE TO INTELLECTUAL ASSAULT. AVERELL
HARRIMAN, THE FORMER HEAD OF OUR PARIS NEGOTIATORS,
SFEMS TO BELIEVE THE ENEMY WOULD NO LONGER ATTACK IF WE
LEFT HIM ALONE. PERHAPS MR, HARRIMAN IS RIGHI., PERHAPS
THE C (MMUNISIS ARE NOW WILLING TO SETTLE FOR THE LESS
THAN 2¢ PERCENT SLICE OF POLITICAL POWER IN SOUTH VIETNAM HE
WEST IMATES A FREE ELECTION WOULD GIVE THEM. PARA BUT IF

2802
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THE C QINANDERS® RATIONALE IS NOT INVULNERABLT, NEITHER

IS IT FOOLISH OR IRRESPONSIBLE. THE NOTION THAT THE ENEMY
WILL DESIST IS NOT EASY TO SEE TO COMMANDERS WHO REMEMBER
MIS DUPLICITY IN THE 1968 TET "TRUCE"™ AND ENSUING OFFEN-
SIVE. QUITE POSSIBLY THE COMMUNIST NEGOTIATING POSTURE

CAN BE INFLUENCED MORE BY SHOWING OUR MILITARY PROWESS

THAN BY SHOWING OUR GOOD FAITH. PARA WHICH SET OF ASSUMP-
TIONS IS NEARER THE TRUTH AT THIS POINT MAY WELL BE A

DEBATE THE NATION OUGHT TO HAVE. IN ANY CASE THE PARTICI-
PANTS SHOULD MEET THE CQMMANDERS® RATIONALE EXPLICITY AND
HEAD-ON, NOT BY MAKING ANY PARTICULAR BATTLE OR ANY
PARTICULAR DEATHS THE TEST OF AN ENTIRE STRATEGY. PARA ‘
FOR IN THE PRESENT WAR AS IN PAST WARS, THERE IS NO
STRAVTEGY GUARANTEED TO AVOID DEATH ENTIRELY. TO PLAY ON

THE GRIEF OF PARTICULAR DEATHS, TO FUSS OVER THE

COMMANDERS' REASONS FOR BELIEVING THE MEN HAVE NOT DIED

IN VAIN IF NOT ONLY TO ABUSE THE COMMANDERS BUT

10 ABUSE THE HONORED DEAD. UNQUOTE

2. WARM REGARDS wz0(3)

SSC NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HRS.
™0

2*20(C 3)
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ro tIg ﬁxuanzs Dea U hﬁv o
VADM Z(MVWALT COMNAVFORV -
GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF

LTG NICKERSON CG I1I1 MAF

LT@ CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV

LTG EVELL C8 I FFORCEV

NG WETHERILL CG DMAC

g§§m0Lc/caL RHEAULT S5TH SFG/SSO I FFV
SECRET MAC 7298 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT t ENEMY USE OF UNXKNOWN CHEMICAL AGENTS (C)

THIS MESSAGE IN TWO PARTS. PART ONE g GENERAL INFORMAT ION

l« (C) DURING THE PAST NINE MONTHS FOUR INSTANCES OF SUSPCETED
ENEMY USE OF AN UNKNOWN CHEMICAL AGENT IN RVN HAVE BEEN
REPORTED. THESE INCIDENTS ARE SIMMARIZED IN PART TWO.

2. (S) NO XNOWN CHEMICAL AGENT WILL CAUSE THE COMBINATION OF
EFFECTS REPORTED IN ANY OF THE INCIDENTS. THE AGENT (OR AGENTS) .
APPEARS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING GREATER PHYSICAL INCAPACITATION THAN
AGENTS PRESENTLY USED BY TH US, AND MAY HAVE ACHIEVED TEMPORARY
HENTAL INCAPACITATION.,

3. © AL% REPORTED USAGE HAS BEEN ou A SMALL SCALE. NO EVIDENCE
HAS BEEN FOUND TO INDICATE ANY CAPABILITY FOR LARGE SCALE
ATTACKS. ALTHOUGR RECENT CACHE SEIZURES HAVE PRODUCED A FEV SETS
OF PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND QUANTITIES OF SOVIET “SCHLEM™ MASKS,
THESE DISCOVERIES DO NOT, IN THEMSELVES, CLARIFY ENEMY INTENTIONS
OR CAPABILITIES.

A, (C) EFFORTS ARE BEING INTENSIFIED TO OBTAIN AGENT SAMPLES AND
TECHNICAL EVALUATIONS OF FUTURE INCIDENTS. PROMPT INVESTIGATION OF
ANY FUTURE INCIDENTS BY MEDICAL, CHEMICAL, AND INTELLIGENCE -

PERSONNEL IS DESIRED. C%@MLLBE_IW&,M*.ARQU&L"@
UNDUE _ALARM AMONG OUR OWN TROOPS, ,
Twos "

"~ SUMMARY OF INCIDENTS.
la (C) IN SEPTEMBER 1968 A PF PLATOON DEFENSIVE POSITION IN
QUANG NGAT PROVINCE RECEIVED A MORTAR ATTACK WHICH INCLUDED SOME
CHEMICAL ROUNDS. A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF THE PLATOON VOMITED
SHORTLY AFTER THE AGENT CLOUD PASSED THEIR POSITION, MOST OF THME
PLATOON EXPERIENCED SLIGHT TEARING, BURNING SENSATION IN THE
NOSE, HEADACHE, RAPID BREATHING, AND DIZZINESS, FOUR MEN LOST
CONSCIOUSNESS AFTER 13-20 NINUTES. THREE OF THESE FOUR REWAINED

CIOUS APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS. ALL msg:;u VERE FULLY
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;..n 28 RARCH (963 A PATROL OF 7 ES. AND a; m mm
~muvummm ORTER AN , w
TLE CONDUCTING AW OPERATTION, THE PATROL - ‘
LOU ORDER DETONATION OF ONE B-40 ROCKET ABOUT 15 METERS '1'0 THEIR
FCONT, THE LEADING ELEMENT IMMEDIATELY EXPERIENCED NAUSEA AND
VOMITING. THE ENTIRE GBROUP EXPERIENCED LETHARBY AND TIREDNESS.
A NUMBER ALSO EXPERIENCED PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS SUCH AS APATHY
AND LACK DF INTEREST IN WHAT ¥AS HAPPENING.
J. (C) ON 4 MAY 1969 A i5-MAN MARINE ELEMENT WAS AMBUSHED, TOOK
5 CASUALTIES AND WITHDREV FROM THE aMBUSH AREA. AFTER W!THDRAVING.
THE PERSONNEL EXPERIENCED MILD BURNING OF THE SKIN AND ONE MAN
VOMITED SEVERAL TIMES., SEVERAL HOURS LATER THE REMAINDER OF THE
ELEMENT RETURNED TO THE AMBUSH SITE. THE ENEMY HAD APPARENTLY
WITHDRAWN,. THE ELEMENT CAME UNDER THE EFFECTS OF AN UNXNOWN CHEMI-
CAL AGENT@ ALL 12 MEN EXPERIENCED DIZZINESS, NAUSEA, MUSCLE
SPASMS, BLURRED ISION, HEADACHES, L0OS5S OF EQUILIBRIUM AND COOR~-
DINATION, MUSCLE PARALYSIS, AND EXTREME WEAKNESS., TWO MEN COLLAPSED.
ALL HAD ST DEGREE BURNS ON EXPDSED SKIN. NONE EXPERIENCED TEARING
OR SHORTNESS OF BREATH. ALL MEN EXPERIENCED WEAXNESS, VISION
IMPAIRMENT AND A "HANG-OVER”™ SYNDROME FOR 3<% DAYS AFTER EXPOSURE.
SUSPECTED‘MEANS OF AGENT DISSEMINATION WAS RY COMMAND DETONATED
®INES, BQOBYHRAPS AND ZOR HAND GRENADES.,
A EC) - OY 24 APRIL 195D AND EXPERIENMCED B ATAON OF MARINFS IN
JUANG. TRI PROVINCE WaAS INVESTIGATING AN ENEMY TUNNEL. ONE MAN,
AFTER EXPLORING THE TUNNEL FOR A TIME AND UPON HEARING DIGGING
SOUNDS. ¥AS ORDERED TO COME UP. DURING EGRESS HE COMPLAINED OF
FEELING "WEAK AND FUNNY®", DROPPED HIS WVEAPON, LET OF THE ROPE
BEING USED TO PULL HIM OUT, GROANED , AND FELL BACK INTO THE TUNNEL.,
A SECOND MAN WAS LOWERED AND COMPLAINED OF DIFFICULTY IN SREATHING.
THE SURFACE CREV HEARD SOUNDS LIXE SNORING. TWO ADDITIONAL MEN
ATTEHPTEDgTo ENTER THE MOLE BUT WERE DRIVEN BACK BY UNIDENTIFIABLE
FIMES, A PROTECTIVE MASK WAS OBTAINED AND ONE SERGEANT ENTERED
THE HOLE AND RETRIEVED THE BODIES OF THE TW0 MEN. AUTOPSIES ON THE
{1ss REPOSE, BMADE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DEATHS,
REVEALED DEATH BY RESPIRATORY ASPHYXIATION.
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S5UB & SIAFF VISIT (u)

1. (C) IF YOU CONCIR, wOWD L IKE TO MAKE STAFF VISIT TO 3D MARINE
DIVISION ON THWRSDAY, §2 JUNE. yOWD ANIICIPATE ARRI ING DONG HA AIR-
FIELD APPROXIMATELY 2932 AND DEPART ING 16020,

2, €) SINCE MY PREVIOUS OR IENTATION VISIT WAS EXIREME Y BRIEF, AM
INTERE STED IN GETTING AN OVERALL APPRECIAT ION OF DIvISION'S

OPERAT I0NS INCLUDING TERRAIN, PARTICWLARLY IN KEY AREAS AL ONG THE DMZ.
AL 50 A INTERESTED IN CURRENT INTELL IGENCE ESTIMATE AND ANY A ANNED
FR IENDL Y OPERAT IONS. wOULD FREFER MINIMUM IN wAY OF FORMAL BRIEFINGS
AND MAXIMUM OPPRTUNITY TO VISIT US AND VIET NAMESE UNITS ENGAGED
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SUBJ: ACTIVITY IN THE VICINITY OF KILL 937 (W)

REFs mSG, CG IIT MAF, 1720257 JUN 69 GENSER

l. ¢(5) THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED IN RESPONSE TO

REF MESSAGE.

A. ENEMY SITUATION IN THE VICINITY OF HILL 937: DURING THE

PERIOD 1-18 JUNE THERE WERE NUMEROUS VR'S INDICATING CONSTRUCTION
OF NEW HUTS AND BUNKERS ON THE NORTHERN AND WESTERN SLOPES OF HILL

- 937, DURING THE SAME PERIOD THERE WERE FIVE GROUND CONTACTS AND

TWO INCIDENTS OF AIRCRAFT RECEIVING FIRE FROM UNKNOWN SIZE ENEMY
FORCES IN THE VICINITY OF HILL 937 BELIEVED TO BE ELEMENTS OF THE
25TH NVA REGT M ENEMY 122MM ROCKETS WERE FIRED ON FSB BERCHTESGADEN
FEOM THE VICINITY OF HILL 937 ON 14 JUNE, ON 18 JUNE FSB CURRAHEE
RECEIVED SEVERAL 122MM ROCKETS FROM THE SAME AREA. ON 4 JUNE AND
AGAIN ON 13 JUNE URS INDICATED A REGIMENTAL SIZE HEADQUARTERS IN THE
VICINITY OF THE HILL. PW'S CAPTURED FOLLOWING A SAPPER ATTACK OW

FSB BERCHTESGADEN (YC 424212) ON 14 JUNE INDICATED THAT THEY WERE TO
RETURN TO THE VICINITY OF HILL 937 FOLLOWING THE ATTACK. PW'S
CAPTURED AFTER A GROUND ATTACK ON FSB CURRAHEE (YC 397951) ON

15 JUNE INDICATED THAT THEY WERE FROM THE C28 SAPPER COMPANY

OF THE 29TH NVA REGT., ACCORDING TO THE PW REPORTS, THERE WERE

AN ESTIMATED 100p PERSONNEL IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF HILL

937. 181ST ABN DIV OB HOLDS THE 29TH REGT AT

AN ESTIMATED STRENGTH OF 1292 PERSONNEL FOLLOWWNG LOSSES INCURRED
DURING THE BATTLE AGAINST THE REGT IN MAY 69, VR'S OF THE TRaIL
COMPLEX TO THE NW OF HILL 937 LEADING FROM BA 611 IN LAOS INDICATE
CONTINUOUS ENEMY USE OF THE TRAIL NETWORK TO INFILTRATE INTO THE

- NORTHERN AND WESTERN SLOPES OF THE HILL.
. Bo FRIENDLY PLANS/INTENTIONS VICINITY HILL 937¢ AT PRESENT TIME

HILLS37 (DONG AP BIA HILL MASS) IS NEITHER MORE NOR LESS SIGNIFICANT
THAN OTHER PORTIONS OF THE A SHAU VALLEY AND ITS CONTIGUOUS RIDGE
LINES, DIVISION PLANS/ INTENIONS ARE TO MAINTAIN SURVEILLANCE OVER

- THE A SHAU VALLEY, INTERDICT ENEMY MOVEMENT THROUGH AND ACROSS THE

A SHAU VALLEY TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, AND ELIMINATE ENEMY BASE AREAS,
STORAGE AREAS, AND CACHES. DONG AP BIA IS ONE OF THE DOMINANT

. TERRAIN FEATURES IN THE A SHAU VALLEY., DIVISION PLANS TO PATROL AND

RECONNOITER DONG AP BIA TO DENY ITS FURTHER US TO THE ENEXMY

AS A BASE AREA FROM WHICH HE COULD LANUCH OFFENSIVE OPERATIONSAGAINST
OUR FORCES, DEPENDING ON FUTURE ENEMY ATTEMPTS TO REOCCUPY DONG AP
BIA, OR ANY OTHERTERRAIN IN THE A SHAU VALLEY, AS DETERMINED BY OUR

. RECONNAISSANCE ANDPATROLLING ACTIVITIES, REACTION FORCES WOULD
" BE EMPLOYEDAS NECESSARY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DIVISION'S CURRENT

MISSION TO DESTROY ENEMY UNITS
ers

A
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5SECRET ACY 655 EYES OMLY SECTION OHE OF TWO

SUBJECT: RETENTIO. OF 1ST AB% BDE, 121ST ABi DIV (S)

L. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO REQUEST CONTIAUED RETENTION OF
THE 1ST ABN BDE, 121ST DIV (AM) FOR OPERATING Iw THE AMERICAL TAOI,
I wILL JUSTIFY THE REQUIREMEXT FOR THIS BRIGADE BY SUMMARIZING: (1)
THE ENMEMY ACTIVITY AJD SITUATION, (2) PACIFICATION SUPP(RT AND PRO-
GRESS, (3) PRESENT FRIENDLY FORCE DISPOSITIONS AND MISSIONS AND (4)
PROPOSED OPERATIONS WITHIMN THE TAOI. THE NECESSITY EXISTS, NOT OiLY
FOR THIS TWO BATTALIOY BRIGADE, BUT ALSO FOR AN ADDITIONAL BATTALION
SIZE FORCE, WITH ITS COMBAT AKD COMBAT SERVICE SUPPCRT SLICE.

2. EHEMY ACTIVITY

A. FREDERICK HILL/LAMAR PLAIW: ENEMY FORCES OPERATING IN THE
FREDERICX HILL/LAMAR PLAIw OZ EXTENSIVELY USED THE WELL FORTIFIED BASE
AREA 117. THESE FORCES CONSIST OF SIXTEEN ENEMY COMBAT BATTALIONS

(ICLUDING MORTAR, SAPPER, ANTIAIR, AND RECOILLESS RIFLE ELEMENTS).
ADDITIOWALLY, THE ENEMY HAS SEVEN BATTALION SIZE SUPP(RT UNITS,
A:D NINE LOCAL FORCE COMPANIES WHICH TOTAL APPROXIMATELY 2,582 MEN.
THERE ARE ALSO APPROXIMATELY 3,426 IRREGULAR GUERRILAS OPERATING IN
THIS AREA, Iy THE FREDERICK HILL/LAMAR PLAIY OZ THERE ARE A TOTAL OF AP-
PROXIMATELY 8,711 ENEMY PERSONNEL,

ALTHOUCH THE VA AWD MF U-ITS IN THIS REGION HAVE RECEXTLY BEEW AVOIDING
COMTACT WITH ALLIED FORCES, THEY STILL POSSESS THE CAPABILITY OF
CO'DUCTING COUNTER SWEEP OPERATIONS AS WELL AS INITIATING ATTACKS
BY FIRE AGAI.IST ALLIED LZ'S AND INSTALLATIONS IN¥ THIS AREA.

THE GE4ERAL DISPOSITION OF THESE ENEMY UNITS INDICATES THAT THEY
MAVE 40 ISTEWTIO: OF WITHDRAWING FROM THIS AREA, UNLESS THEY ARE DE-
FEATED IN COMBAT BY A SUPERIOR ALLIED FORCE, THESE WA AND MF UXITS
WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE TO OPERATE IN THE TIEN PHOUC USSF/CIDG CAMP -
LZ PROFESSIONAL AREA USTIL THIS OCCURS,

B. GEWEVA PARK 0Z: ENEMY FORCES I¥ THE GENEVA PARK 0Z INCLUDE SEVEN
ENEMY BATTALIONS, THREE BATTALION SIZE US&ITS, AND THREE LOCAL FORCE
COMPA 'IES WHICH TOTAL APPROXIMATELY 2,149 MEN, THERE ARE ALSO AP-
PROXIMATELY 1,284 IRREGULAR GUERRILLAS OPERATING IN THIS AREA, THUS
THE TOTAL OF ENEMY PERSONNEL OPERATING IN THIS 0Z CONSISTS OF
3,424 MEi, \

"THE SITUATIOX 1 THE GESEVA PARK 0Z IS BASICALLY THE SAME AS IN THE
FREDERICK HILL 0Z, ENEMY FORCES ARE CAPABLE OF COUNTER-SWEEP OPERA-
TIONS AS WELL AS REMAINING IN THE SAME GENERAL AREA UNTIL DEFEATED
BY A SUPERIOR ALLIED FORCE. ;
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C. THE IRON MOUNTAIN 0Z: THE IRON MOUNTAIN 0Z CONTAINS TWELVE
ENEMY COMBAT BATTALIONS, SIX BATTALION SIZE SUPPORT UWITS, TWELVE LOCAL
FORCES COMPANIES AND 3,233 IRREGULAR GUERRILLAS WITH A TOTAL OF 9,183
ENEMY FORCES, THE ENEMY IN THIS AREA IS CAPABLE OF ATTACKING ALL MAJOR
ALLIED INSTALLATIONS, LZ'S, RF/PF POSITIONS, WATER AN ELECTGICAL
INSTALLATIONS, SERVICE CENTERS, AND CIVILIAN POPULATION CENTERS BY WELL
TRAIVED SAPPER UNITS, AS WELL AS CONDUCTING INTENSIVE ATTACKS BY FIRE.
I ICATIONS ARE THAT THE ENEMY WILL NOT WITHDRAW FROM THEIR POSITIONS
WHEN CONFRONTED BY SUPERIOR ALLIED UNITS, BUT WILL REMAIN IN POSITION
AMY FIGHT. THE ENEMY IS CAPABLE OF USIKG COUNTER-SWEEP OPERATIONS
I DEFENDInG THEIR AREAS WHILE SUSTAINING LIGHT TO MODERATE CASUALTIES.
3, PACIFICATION PROGRESS: I4CREASED EHNEMY PRESSURE IN THE AMERICAL
TAOI HAS SLOWED THE PROGRESS OF PACIFICATION. SECURITY OF THE POPU -
LATION HAS DECREASED SINCE THE FIRST OF THE YEAR, CURRENT PERCENTAGES
I'DICATE THAT SECURITY STANDS AT 61.2 PERCENT FOR QUANG NGAI, LOJER
THA" THE &1,7 PERCENT REPORTED AS OF 28 FEBRUARY OF THIS YEAR, 1IN
QUANG TIN 73.7 PERCEST OF THE POPULATION IS SECURE AND 37 PERCENT
FOR THE QUE SO DISTRICT OF QUAKG NAM PROVINCE, AT THE START OF PHASE
I1 OF THE PACIFICATION CAMPAIGH# ON | JULY 68, A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF
PHASE 1 HAMLETS wILL %0T HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UNDER G/N CONTROL.
ALTHOUGH ELIMINATION OF VCI HAS INCREASED, NO AREA HAS MET ITS GOAL .
THE MAJORITY OF VCI NEUTRALIZED ARE OF LONER CADRE LEVEL, A TYPE WHICH

CAN EASILY BE REPLACED, ALTHOUGH PROGRESS IS BEING MADE IN ORGANIZING

A'D TRAI%ING PEOPLES SELF DEFENSE FORCES, THEY REQUIRE SECURITY OPERATIONS
BY ORGANIZED US OR ARVN FORCES TO INSURE SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WILL PROGRESS ONLY AS LONG AS THE
US AND ARV FORCES WORK IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE LOCAL RF/PF AND NPFF

TO GAIN THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE, SINCE | MARCH 69 ELECTIONS HAVE
BEEN HELD I 97 VILLAGES AND 348 HAMLETS WITHIN THE AMERICAL TAOI.

. THE PRESEMNCE OF US OR ARVN UNITS IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA CONTRIBUTED
IMMEASURABLY TO THE INCIDENT -FREE RECORDS OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGNS.,

THE VIETMAMESE LIBERATION COMMITTEES EXIST EITHER OPENLY OR COVERTLY

IN 68 PERCENT OF THE VILLAGES IN QUANG TIN AND 66 PERCENT OF THE VILLAGES
IN QUANG NGAI. TMESE “GOVERNMENTS™ CAN SURFACE AND INCREASE IN IN-
FLUENCE IF FRIENDLY MILITARY PRESENCE IS REDYCED, =
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4, FRIENDLY DISPOSITIONS C A, LAMAR PLAIN: THE |/12]1 ABN HDE IS CON-
TINUING COMBINED OPERATIONS WITH THE 5 TH ARVN REGT AND ELEMENTS OF THE
196TH INF BDE IXN THE VICINITY OF TIEN PHOUC, HAU DUC AND BASE AREA
117 TO FI¥», FIX AMD DESTROY ELEMENTS OF THE ST MF AND 3RD NVA REGT,
THE ENEMY IS AVOIDING NDECISIVE CONTACT. THE CLEARI&G OF THIS AREA
REMAIX¥S VITAL TO COYTINUED OPERATIONS ELSEWHERE IN THE AMERICAL TAOI,
B, FREDERICK HILL: THE 196TH BDE WITH ITS THREE BWS IS COMMITTED,
mIT"I OKE B« PROVIDIG SECURITY FOR TWO FSB'S AND CONDUCTING OPERATIONS
ZOrE, ANOTHER BN ALSO PROVIDES SECURITY FOR TWO FSB'S aAND IS cOM-
MITTEQ I THE VALLEY +ORTH AND WEST OF BA 117 TO CLEAR THE AREA OF
ELEMENTS OF THE 3RD VA REGT. THE REMAINING BN AVAILARE TO THE 196TH
BNDE IS COMMITTED TO THE SECURITY OF LZ BALDY, HL535, THE VILLAGE OF
PHO THO, THE ROCX CRUSHING OPERATIOWS IN THE VICINITY OF BT 108428,

ATD QL ’UMBER le IT HAS THE ADDITIONAL RERUIREMENT OF PLACIHG ONE RIFLE
COMPANY ON HORTHER BARRIER ISLANWD ABOUT 1 JULY FOR AN IWDEFINITE PERIOD
OF TIME TO SECURE THE SOUTHERW BANK OF THE SONG CAU DAI RIVER, THE 5TH
ARVY REGT HAS TWO B:S COMMITTED WITH THE SECURITY OF LZ YOUNG AND LZ
ROSS A¥D COMDUCTS OPERATIONS 14 ZONE, ANOTHER BN IS OPERATING I CON-
JUTCTIOY WITH THE 1/131 BDE IN THE CLEARING OF THE LAMAR PLAIN OZ .

THE REMAINI®G BN AVAILABLE TO THE 5TH ARVN REGT IS ASSISTIHG IN THE
SECURITY OF TAM KY AxD IS THE RESERVE FORCE FOR REACTION ANYWHERE
WITHI® THE 0Z, THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY FORCES IN THE LAMAR PLAIN
A“D FREDERICK HILL AREAS IS IMPERATIVE TO FUTURE OPERATIONS, THE 1ST
SQUADRON, 1ST CAVALRY CONTINUES TO CONDUCT COMBINED OPERATIONS FROM
NORTH OF THAYG BINH , SOUTH TO THE LY TIN DISTRICT BOUNDARY

SSO /OTE: DELIVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOURS
$g8 \.

0 2810297 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERIDAL DIV CHU-LAI RUM
TO LT “ICKERSON CG I1I1 MAF DANANG RUN -
ZEM - -
SECRET AC) 606 EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO
SUBJECT: RETENTION OF IST ABN BDE, 181ST ABN DIV

C. GESEVA PARK: THE [S8TH INF BDE WITH ITS THREE INF BATTALIONS
AND THE THREE BATTALIONS OF THE 6TH ARVN REGT ARE COMMITTED AS
FOLLOWS ¢
ONE US INF BN IS TASKED WITH THE SECURITY IN THE CHU LAI ROCKET
POCKET, INTERDICTING ROUTES TO ANB FROM THE ROCKET POCKET, AND
ELIMIZATING ATTACKS BY FIRE AGAINST THE BASE, ANOTHER US INF BN ALONG
WITK OVE ARVY B IS SUPPORTING THE SECURITY OF BATANGAN PENINSULA AND
THE EYEMY'S HORTHEASTERN ATTACK ROUTES INTO QUANG NGAI.
THESE BN'S ALSO PROVIDE SECURITY ALONG QL[ AND PACIFICATION
ASSISTANCE IN SON TIN, BINY SON AND LY TIN DISTRICTS, SINCE 12 MAY 1969
THE THIRD US BY AND ONE ARVN BN HAVE BEEN ENGAGED WITH ENEMY FORCES TO
THE WEST OF QUAMG NGAI CITY IN THE VICINITY OF LZ STINSON ASTRIDE THE
MAJOR ENEMY APPROACHES TO QUANG NGAI. THE REMAINING ARVM BN IS COMMIT<
M FOR THE SECURITY OF AND OPERATION IN THE VICINITY OF LZ DOTTIE, ..
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~ D, IROX MOUNTAIN: THE |1TH INF BDE AND ATH ARVN REGT HAVE BEEN IN
COXTINUOUS COMTACT WITH 2D MF REGT AND ELEMENTS OF THE 22D WVA REGT
SINCE [ALMAY €S, THE TENACITY WITH WHICH THE ENEMY HAS FOUGHT DENOTES
THE VALUE HE HAS PLACED ON MAINTAINING HIS PRESENCE IN THIS AREA AND
YIS INTEMT TO CARRY OQUT HIS THREATS AGAINST DUC PHO. THE |1TH INF BDE
HAS HAD TO CO!CEMTRATE THREE BNS ALONG THE COASTAL PLAIN AREA AS A
RESYLT OF RECENT ENEMY ACTIVITY TO SECURE THE VILLAGE OF DUC PHO,
THE PORT OF SA HUYNH AND UPGRADING OF QL1. THE BPE ALSO HAS THE MISSION
OF SECURING FIRE SUPPORT BASES WITH ITS 0Z. ONE INF BN IS OPERATING IN
THE PIEDMONT AREA TO ATTACKEWEMY FORCES IN THEIR STAGING AREAS AND
PRE-EMPT THEIR ATTACKS AGAINST DUC PHO AND OTHER TARGETS ON THE
COASTAL PLAIN, THE 4TH ARVK REGT (WITH ONE BN OPCON FROM THE STH REGT)
1S COMMITTEDLWITH OsE BN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SECURITY OF AND OPERA-
TIONS IN THE VICINITY OF LZ DRAGON, AND A SECOND FOR THE SECURITY
OF AMD OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF NGIA HANH, ONE BN IS UNDER GOING
AT QUANG NGAI., THIS LEAVES THE 4TH ARVN REGT WITH TWO MANEUVE, BNS FOR
OPERATIONS WITHIN THE OPERATIONAL ZONE AND TO ASSIST IN THE SECURITY
OF QL1 FROM LZ DRAGON NORTH TO SON TIN, THE REGT ALSO ASSISTS THE
PACIFICATION PROGRAMS AND IS THE MAJOR FORCE AVAILABLE TO DEFEND
QUAYE NGAI.
5. PROPOSED OPERATIONS: A, THERE ARE THREE OPERATIONS OF IMMED IATE
IMPORTANCE TO FOLLOY THE CLEARING OF THE AREA AROUND TIEN PHOUC.
THESE ARE INDICATED IN THE ORDER OF PRIORITY I DESIRE TO EXECUTE THEM
SUBJECT, OF COURSE, TO MODIFICATION DUE TO ENEMY ACTIVITY.
(1) RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE OPERATIONS FURTHER WEST OF THE
PRESENT LAMAR PLAIN OZ INTO AND WEST OF THE PHOUC CHAU RICE BOWL,
I'TO THE "K-7" CACHE SITE AND WAY STATION CATS831161) AND ASTRIDE
THE MAIN E-W AMD 4-S5 INFILTRATION ROUTTS INTO HAU DUC, TIEN PHOUC
AND TAM KY,
(2) DISPLACEMENT OF A THREE-BATTALION SIZE FORCE TO THE WEST 00
QUAYG “GAI TO FIND, FIX AMD DESTROY THE 21ST AND 22D &VA REGTS AND
THEIR BASE AREAS A'D CACHES, OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE.
"HORSESHOE™ AND BASE AREA 121 WILL DIMINISH THE THREAT TO THE SECURITY
OF Qua®e NGAI, PLANS ARE BEING DEVELOPED AT PRESENT TO ESTABLISH A ’
VS/ARVY FIREBASE AT BS522739 I EARLY JULY Ii ORDER TO PREPARE FOR
THIS OPERATION. -
(3) RECONRAISSANCE IN FORCE OPERATIONS WEST OF DUC PHO TO FIND, FIX
AND DESTROY THE 2D REGIMENT AND ITS BASE AREAS, CACHES, AND REDUCE THE
THREAT TO DIIC PHO AND MO DUC,
' B, IN THE FIRST OPERATION, I WOULD USE THE /18] BDE WITH THREE
BATTALIONS, PROBABLY TWO US ANB ONE ARVM DURING THE INITIAL STAGES, .
. SUPPLEMENT WITH AN ADDITIONAL US BATTALION AS THE SITUATION DEVEL OPEB. i
I8 THE SECOWD AND THIRD OPERATIONS I WOULD USE THE FORCES THAT ARE
“JAILABLE AT THAT TIME, . : e
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— C. I COULD CONTINUE NECESSARY OPERATIONS WITHOUT THE TWO BATTALION
BDE WITH ITS COMBAT SUPPORT AND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT PRESENTLY -
OPCO¥ FROM THE 181ST DIV (AM) , BUT THIS WOULD NOT PERMIT ME TO
ACCOMPLISH MY MISSIORS AT THE DESIRED PACE,

€. CONCLIISIONS: IN SUMMARY, A COMPARISON OF FRIENDLY AND ENEMY FORCES
BY BRIGADE 0Z DEPICTS GRAPHICALLY THE LACK OF FRIENDLY F(RCE

DENSITY, AND THE IWCREASED ENEMY STRENGTH RESULTING FROM THE

ADDITION OF TWO XVA/MAIP FORCE REGIMENTS IN LATE MARCH 1968S.

A. IN THE FREDERICK HILL/LAMAR PLAIN OZ THERE ARE 16 ENEMY COMBAT
BATTALIONS (IMCLUDISG MORTAR, SAPPER, ANTI-AIR, AND RECOILLESS RIFLE)
OPPOSI®G 18 FRIENDLY FORCE BATTALIONS., (4 AMERICAL , 2 18{ ST ABN, AND
4 ARVN) ADDITIONALLY THE ENEMY HAS SOME 7 BATTALION SIZE SUPPORT UNITS
S LOCAL FORCE COMPANIES AND 3,426 LOCAL FORCE GUERRILLAS.

B, I GE»EVA PARK 0Z THERE ARE 7 ENEMY BATTALIONS CINCLUDING THE
79TH RKT BH), 3 BATTALION SIZE SUPPORT UNITS, 3 LOCAL FQRCE
CCMPANIES A¥D 1,284TIRREGULAR GUERRILLAS OPPOSING § FRIENDLY
BWTTALIONS (3 AMERICAL, 3 ARVN),

C. THE IRON MOUNTAIH OZ CONTAINS 12 ENEMY COMBAT BATTALIONS,

6 BATTALIO® SIZE SUPPORT UNITS, 12 LOCAL FORCE COMPANIES AND
2,233 IRREGULAR GUERRILLAS., OUR FORCES IN THIS 0Z TOTAL 9 BATTALIONS
(4 AMERICAL, 5 ARV,

D, BECUASE OF THE HEAVY ExEMY ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE DIVISION'S
TAOI THE PACIFICATIO: PROGRAM HAS BEEN TEMPORARILY SL OJED, THE
E-EMY MIST BE DECISIVELY BEATEN AND FORCED TO WITHDRAW FROM THE
PRESE"T BATTLEFIELDS S0 THAT PACIFICATION CAN MOVE FORWARD WITH
REYEWEDN VIGOR, THIS CAY Oi4LY BE DONE BY HAVING AMPLE FORCES TO
COMTI"UE TO PRE-EMPT THE ENEMY ON THE OUTER FRINGES OF THE PACI-
FICATIO" AREAS, AM TO PROVIDE SECURITY TO THE CITIES, HAMLETS
A'D RD AREAS WITHI.. THE PACIFICATION AREAS., PACIFICATION
IS MOST DIFFICYLT TO ACCOMPLISH WITHOUT SECURITY. TO ACCOMPLISH
WHAT MUST BE DONE REQUIRES THAT I NOT OWNLY YETAIN THE |/181
BDE BUT ALSO REQUIRES A. ADDITIONAL BATTALION-SIZE FORCE WITH
COMBAT SUPPORT. THIS ADNDITIONAL FORCE WILL ENABLE ME TO HAVE A
MIYImMuM OF THREE BATTALIOWS TO MANEUVER IN THE DIVISION TAOI.

THIS WILL ALLOw SUFFICIENT SECURITY AND ASSISTANCE TO RENEW

THE VIGOROUS PUSH TO THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM AND TO CONDUCT SMALL
UNIT CORDCH AMD SEARCH OPERATIONS WITH THE GUN FORCES TO
ELIMIYATE THE VCI,

7. RECOMMENDATIONS: I RECOMMEND RETENTION OF THE (/181 HBE IW

THE AMERICAL TAOI WITH THE ASSIGNMENT OF AN ADDITIONAL INFANTRY
BATTALION WITH ITS SLICEOF COMBAT AND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT FOR

A MINIMUM PERIOD OF SIX MOMTHS,

SS0 NOTE: DELIVER FIRST DUTY HOURS
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