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. i?(EF': :·iSG 230143:Z f"iAY (TO, SUBJ SA;~I!., 1-18 GEfTYS TO LTGI~ICKERSO~ 
1. ASSESS/jEtVI' OF E,~£MY ACTIVITY HI THE PIi:.~CE. VALL!!.Y AREA: 

A. liUT if:1L INDICAI ION OF EXTENSIVE U-SEOF'T HE KHA[~i Due AREA BY 
, SUBSTf4;JI II\L Ei~E~1Y F'QRCES FOR THE.' INF'ILTR/rr<IO[\ OF NiN AND SUPPL rES ·:!~:'RE 

N or 8m tIlE OUT BY If( EL 1M INAJ~ Y GR OU fW R [eONNA! SSA NCii. OF THE AREA. or HER 
: RECOi~;~;:.ISSANCE TEAiV1S I il)S6R TED , SUBSEGlUEiyT- TO r;ic DATE OF THE MESSAGi 
REFERE[~CED· HEOVE, If) THi H'if'1EDIATE vICIlHIY Of r{i-IA[-i DUC, J!~ THE -AREA 
SOld OF L-lE eAf'~.p ;'~EAR THi QUANG TIIU KOi~TlJ["l PROVINCE. BORDER, ANi) IN 

; Ai-J AREA, 1,\PBiOXINfUELY PKf1-S0JTH:icST OF l\HAiil JUe HAVE ALSO FAILED TO 
DISQOSE TiiE ffiESE:iKE OF SIGiljlFICA[~T ENl::..t'-'IY Li:OOPS OR THE UTILIZATION 

, Of THi A.~EA BY A;0YTHING OTHER THAW ~lINI[l:jAL SECUHITY fORCES. THESE . 
FrntEs .~LSO· UTILIZE:::' A SYSTEflJ OF SlGillAL SHOTS TO ;vJAI(~TAIitl CO[~TACT AS 

: ;-{A5 SEEN ~lOTE Fi-i£VIOf.;::l. Y Ii~ AiiEAS to THE EAST· OF THE CAi\iP.' Af,l ADDU IONAL 
'. FACT ffi iWTEJ, . . 
: IN L·;E GEfJ!£.;::U.L· VICliHTY OF YC9000 WAS IHt:: SOUN0 OF! BARKING DOGS,. POSS­

lELY usED TO THHC;( THi: i1ECON;'JAISSANCE TEAi'I. Tl-fE READINESS AND SEC-
'urn Y eOi\l SC IOU S~2 58 OF THE. E NiMY SEC UR 11' Y ,FOR C,E S vi A S fOUND To VARY FROM 
porn If~ Ti-1[' l[rjiljEiJliHE VICINITY OF KHMI Due TO FAIR Ii~ THE ~REA VIC 
Z80186. . if" 

B. Hl SUlI'}i,lAR Y , R ECONi~A I SSA NCE £FFCRT S HAVE FA IL ED TO PH OJ UeE MJY 
iiSTIFIC,UIOhi rm THE: THE.SIS TP.AT THIS AREA IS BEINGUTll..IZSD AS A 

[·1A ffi BASE AREA OH AS A Pi? H1ARY INFILTRAT ION ROlffE INTO SOUTHERN I CORPS. 
2. ASSESSME[\l' OF TrtE: SITUATION IN THE Af.'jERICHLTAOI. '.-

.~,. f~LLIED FmCES IN THE NORTHERN PCRTIO;~ OF THE M>1ERICAL DIVISIONS 
TAO!, HJ InE ,VICINITY OF BASE t"iEA 117, ARE OPPOSED BY ENEfllY FORCES 
i;QUI .. ALElVl TO:~ REINFORCED DIVISION. THESE FmCE3 OONSISf OF THE 1ST 
f'lF ,=?EGi, 215 NVA DrV <REINFORCED BY' THE 80TH BN OF ,THE 21ST NVA REGf,_ 
2D NVf~ DIV) ,T:-{;:: 3D NVA REGT, 2D NVA DIV AND I'i'JF AND LF BATTALIONS 
f.\ ;'JD C Oi1 PA ~JlE s. '. . 

B. I1~ T i-lE SOUf;-IER N PCH II Qlli OF THE AME::'1 I CAL D Iv 151 ON TAO I AL L I ED FORe E S ARE, 
OP POsED 9Y E:I)EI'1 Y F'01 CES E QU IV IL EN! TO A D IV I SIOM. THE SE ENEM Y F CRCE S CON Sl ST 
OF T !{E 2 157. rJV ARE GT, 2D;;JV A r.IV , J)-lE 2.~j) NVA R EGT, 3JJ JIlVA D IV 
.~.: ·.:~LL :~: ~':7 ,~::;) L(' £'Lc:·li~i1'3: L: THe: VICL~HY C,~' 2;';A~·;G :;c;;AI CIfY, ~1~:3'" (I) 

"l.:i.. u ;,;l:; _~2ST, 3;:' ,;VA DrV' ::(L~rJjC~:;' EY SA??L=( Alii, Lr CO:"1Pri~~h.': .c..{' 
'~·.-~~2»:_~i'~~·~'I:\;G f':'O J .... uC ~~i!~ ':;WC P~iO. }: 
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RHING SEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TOLIG NICKERSON CG III MAF
EM
TOPFECRETAC 537 EYES ON Y
$6 : OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY
REF: ASG 230143Z MAY (TF), SUBJ SAME, MG GETTYS TO LTG NICKERSON
1. ASSESSMENT OF ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE PIERCE VALLEY AREA:

A. INITIAL INDICATION OF EXTENSIVE USE OF THE KHAM DUC AREA BY
SUBSTANTIAL ENEMY FORCES FOR THE INFILTRATION OF MEN AND SUPPLIES ERE
NOT BORNE OUT BY PRELIMINAR Y GR OUND RECONNAISSANCE OF THE AREA. OTHER
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS INSERTED, SUBSEQUENT TO THE DATE OF THE MESSAGE
REFERENCED ABOVE, IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF KHAM DUC, IN THE AREA
SO TH OF THE CAMP KEAR THE QUANG TIN/ KONT UM PROVINCE BORDER, AND IN
AN AREA APPROXIMATELY PKM SOUTH/EST OF KHAM DUC HAVE AL S0 FAILED TO
DISCL OSE THE PRESENCE OF SIGNIFICANT ENEMY IR 00PS OR THE UT IL IZ AT ION
OF THE AREA BY ANYTHING OT HER THAN MINIMAL SECURITY FORCES. THESE
FORCES AL SO UT IL IZED A SYSTEM OF SIGNAL SHOTS TO MAINTAIN CONTACT AS
HAS BEEN NOTE PREVIOUSLY IN AREAS TO THE EAST OF THE CAMP. AN ADD IT IONAL
FACTOR NOTED
IN THE GENERAL VICINITY OF YC9000 WAS THE SOUND OF BARKING DOGS, POSS-
IBLY USED TO TRACK THE RECONNAISSANCE TEAM. THE READINESS AND SEC -

URI Y CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE ENEMY SECURITY FORCES WAS FOUND TO VARY FROM
POOR IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF KHAM DUC TO FAIR IN THE AREA VIC
ZB0186.

B. IN SUMMARY, RECONNAISSANCE EFFORTS HAVE FAILED TO PR OD UCI ANY
USTIFICATION FOR THE THESIS THAT THIS AREA IS BEING ILIZED AS A

MA OR BA SE AREA OR AS A PRIMAR Y INFILTRAT ION ROUTE INTO SOUTHERN I CORPS.
2. ASSESSMEN OF THE SITUATION IN THE AMERICAL TAOI.

a. ALLIED FORCES IN THE NORTHERN PORTION OF THE AMERICAL DIVISIONS
TAOI, IN THE VICINITY OF BASE AR EA 117, ARE OPPOSED BY ENEMY FORCES
EQUIC AL E M TO A REINFORCED DIVISION. THESE FORCES CONSIST OF THE 1ST

MF REGT, 20 NV A DIV REINFORCED BY THE 80TH BN OF THE 21ST NVA REGT,
2D NVA DIV), THE 3D NVA REGT, 2D NV A UIV AND MF AND LF BATTAL IONS
AND COMPANIES.

B. IN THE SOUTHER N PORTION OF THE AMER ICAL IVISION TAOI ALLIED FORCES ARE
OP POSED BY ENEMY FORCES EQUIVILENT TO A DIVISION. THE SE ENEMY FORCES CONSIST
OF THE 21ST NV A REGT, 2D NV A D.IV, THE 22D NVA REGT, 3D NVA DIV
AC VELL AD IF AND LF ELEMENTS IN T HE VICINITY OF QUANG NGAI CITY, AND
L D MF REST, 3D SVA DIV REINFORCED BY SAPPER AND LF COMPANIES 32/11
TREATERING MODUC ATD DUC P.i.O.
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;Tlii: 'I.2,Or SL;Ci 7:'ti. ~-:;i.j; ~·;SG. T:-r2 5'UUP.iIO;~ ;ijE:~T, GF Thl't KY (hi.; I['; ;:,g 
'117 :ic:;S H;i.::-lCVEU CONSluERABLY ffiIMARILY AS"A'RESULT 'OF H':CREASE.v'rROOP 
DEidLY P;:;()'''''IDED BY ,1I101ST A Bill, WE. ALTHOUGH THE EN2IY1Y ·IS STILL 
ACTIVE ItJ 1:-i18 AiiEA HJ STREivGTH, HE"HAS BEE.Bl SiRIOUs...y ,ATTRITED A[~D 
,:E AR E CO,,; nmL'IG T 0 1 ill K TO AHD S HI S DE STR UCI ION. ' IN' '1 Hi:. SOUT HER N 
sECIffi I.iE[·jAliJ COi~CE?[JED OVE~ THE'Th.'REATS POSE.D TO QUA;~G rmAI, MO DUC, 

: i~i'VD D lic' P;:iO. I 

, C. flUHHER,' A, COI~7INlJATION Of THE R£C01JNAISSANCE A~D SURVEILLANCE PHASE 
OF OPEi,L iON PJE.1Ci VALLEY WOlliD DEf1iA[IjJAVIATION A~J) 'fROOP ASSET$ AS 
A REACT IO!I!, FffiCi£ I'm ,Ri.O SCT DELTA. THESL.,R2QUIREMENTS WOULD CONT BlUE 
TO DERI1 OGAT E MY CkPA8IL IT Y r 0 RE SPONil IN SUFTICENT STRENGT H TOT HE E{~EfijY ~~t 
TdHEi4 , 51' ILL )IELL I'm A~iD Ii~ THE. ACT IVE AMEHICAL r'AOI.'A 

" 1,3. Il,j VIEv~ OF THe ABOVe ASSESSt'jENYS I DO lliOI BC;LIEV~ lHA~ OPERATIOi~S 'iJ~,-;;)ff 
, Vi THE Ki-lMl L. Lie .4;-iEAI'J O;.;LC , A'i LiIS T H'il.£, '6£ RE\~JNc.RAT IVi:. E.NOUGH ,i "': 
:TO :lSi IF'Y THi!: Cor'l:>iITfiEur OF' rHe. SIZE FmCE THAT t.;OuLD EE Ri!.QUIRiD. »6.&-7'".4: 
: ADD If JOfllALL'Y ;-tr~Y'-R E0 tiCr IOlt 'Or'i'Rtl&p'vEtt3"H·-'t-+~}~~RE*:r=-AA£"A-~· oP ,I " , i 
iOPERA ION GULl) BE -rf-lCTICAi...LY It~APPROPRIA'1E. ACCORDINCl..Y, ,I RECO!!J~1Ei\JD THE ! 
: I ;,,~_ IA E TE;{I'iIi'lPiTIOtJ Q~ PHASE .I OF' OPERAI ION PIERCE VALL...Ei~rID __ IJ:I.E - . 
; CANCELL;\ ' ~ ~ R • Ui NT ,Pi. A ilii\)ED PH S'~' , ' 
4. HS=<E IS AL IKiLIHOOD, ,RO:iE -." T THOSE COr;DIT IONS \·!HICH , 
, CR IGHJALL Y PR OMPTED COMUSMACV A ND YOu.~ SEL f TO CONSIDER AN OPERAT I01~ 

IN THE VIcIiHrY OF' KHAM DUC/BASe: AREA 614 MAY,AT A FUTURE DATE, EitJh;RGi 
PICAli-J~'T,-lUS, IF SUESEQUENIENE~1Y DISPOSITIONS fAVOR SUCH AN OPERATION 
!~i) IF LiE TACTIC?!-L SITUATIO;~ 1[.) THE 'i:X[~lt.RICAL TAOl.PERNITS" Tl{i Mti£RICAL 
DIVISIQtJ IS P;~EPAF.ED TO RE-INITIATE OPER.4TIO[~S IN THE AREA.', 

_.':{,!~~J'IF,:EJ:=if\::t~-:--~- -,- --'C - .--- '.- -r=- ,- --

S so rJ or E: ~EL IVER J u;=( FiG D J'I' Y HOUR S 
9:ZJ0 

, " 
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C. RECORD EMENY ACTIVITY HAS REMAINED AT A MODERATE LEVEL WITHIN
THE TAOI SI CE THE REF MSG. THE SITUATION WEST OF IAM KY AND IN BA
117 HAS IMPROVED CONSIDERABLY PRIMAR ASA RESULT OF INCREASED TROOP
DENSITY PROVIDED BY 1/101ST ABN EDE. ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY IS ST ILL
ACTIVE IN THIS AREA IN STRENGTH, HE HA S BEEN SERIOUSLY ATTRITED AND
UE ARE CON INUING TO OR K TO ARDS HIS DESTRUCT ION. IN THE SOUTHERN
SECT OR I REMAIN CONCERNED OVER THE THREATS POSED TO QUANG NGAI, MO DUC,
AND DUC PHO.

D. FURTHER, A CONTINUATION OF THE RECONWAISSANCE AND SURVEILLANCE PHA SE
OF OPER ION PIERCE VALLEY WOULD DEMAND AVIATION AND TROOP ASSETS AS
A REACTION FORCE FOR PRO ECT DELTA. THESE REQUIREMENTS WOULD C.ONT INUE
TO DERROGATE MY CAPABILITY TO RESPOND IN SUFFICENT STRENGTH TO THE ENEMY
THREA, STILL WELL FOR ARD IN THE A CTIVE AMERICAL TAOI.
3. I ii VIEW OF THE ABOVE ASSESSMENT'S I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT OPERAT IONS

, UNCLUDESIN THE KHAM DUC AREA WOULD, AT THIS TIME, BE REMUNERATIVE ENOUGH
DELTATO USIFY THE COMMITMENT OF THE SIZE FORCE THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED.

ADD ITIONALLY ANY'REDUCT IOH OF TROOP DENSITY IN MY CURRENT AREAS OF
OP ER 4 ION OULD BE TACTICALLY I NA P PR OPR IATE. ACCORDINGLY, I RECOMMEND THE
I M.E. IA E TERMINATION 0E PHASE I OF OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY AND THE
CANCELLA ION OF ALL SURSEQUENT PLANNED PHASES.
4. THERE IS A L IKELIHOOD, HOWEVER, THAT THOSE CONDITIONS WHICH
ORIGINALLY PROMPTED COMUSMA CV AND YOUR SELF TO CONSIDER AN OPERATION
IN THE VICINITY OF KHAM DUC/BASE AREA 614 MAY, AT A FUTURE DATE, EMERGE
AGAIN. THUS, IF SUBSEQUENT ENEMY DISPOSITIONS FAVOR SUCH AN OPERATION
ND IF THE TACTICAL SITUATION IN THE AMERICAL TAOI PERMITS, THE AMERICAL
DIVISION IS PREPARED TO REINITIATE OPERATIONS IN THE AREA.
WARM REGARDS

SSO NOTE: DEL.IVER DUR ING DUTY HOUR S
920

MRNN
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! F~ BE ABRA~S CO~US~ACV SAIGOw VIETNA~ 

!O ~E: 'BPOWt~ CrtR·1'-\ot A' ·TS~, SAIGO(i.·VlET"AJi 
LTG ICKERSO~ CG Itl MAr DA ~ANG VIETNAM 
LTr. CORCOYA:' os I FFORCEV ;~HA TRAtm VIETNAM 
L TO ~WILL C() I I FFORCEV l.ONG SHiH VIETiiAM 
VADr" ZUr.'IWAur CO!1bAVFORV SAIGON VIETNAM 
"(? '11 ErmRIU. CG ~trJAC CAN THO VIETNAM 
Z(·.~ 

• 

TOP ~ ... E,~~ f{ E T ~AC 8094 EYES ONLY 
$UBJt:ctj"'eU1WlMA"IJ) AM) COtiTROl.. 1ft EMERGENCY SITUATIOtfS (u) 
R~f: CI roOAC MSt: 1)TG 220201Z JU~ 69 (tS) (i~OTAL) 
1. (TS) REFEREi0CE CONYAI NS BROAD au IDANCE TO PACOr4 COMMAm>ERS 
AD STATES THAT ACTIONS ARt BEING TAKEN TO II"JPROVE EXISTING 
FF:OCEnURES 1:1 ORDER TO ENSURE EXPEDITIOUS REACTION TO EMERGENCY 
SITUATIO{~S lSUCH AS THAT INV01.VI11iG THE EO £21 SHOOTDO~I1N ON 15 APR. 
AS ~UT){Ot?!Z:~" BT CURRENT ROE FOR SEA. THESE IMPROVEMENTS ARE 
8£1,'.C r)e:VEl!OPEJ) TO ENSURE IMMEDIATE ~EACTION BY. FORWARD OPERA .... 
TI",~ FORCr-:': WITHOUT WAITlt=G FOR SPECIFIC GUl!)A:~CE FRO{¥} HIGHER 
AUTHOi'l'I!Y. 
2. PAt":AGRAPH 2 OF REFERE("CE IS QUOTED AS FOLLOWS: 
C.t.l0T[. PZWHM3 F"PLElVJEI.',TATION OF NEW PROCEDURES OR CHANGES TO 
EX!STI'G PROCE1)UnE:). I RE~UEST tHAt YOU, ANI') YOUR SuBORDINATE 
CO~~A\!).",t;s, TA-KE THEFOL.LOItI~~G ACTION IN RESPOi~SE TO Al~Y SHORT­
""tH?AtIOJ, ~OSTIL!. CRISIS SI1UATION WHICK REQUIRES A US DEFENSIVE 
}rtlCrI(:" ~ ;::D yon ~\lHICH YOU HAVE THE CAPABtLITY TO SUPPORT: . 

A. I>:.;gm?-f.HlRE IS CO{l1Pi.ETE ln1DERSTANDING t4IIHlw YOUR CQM~A;.D 
~ 'rUE Ct!ffff£·i! ROE. ' . 

8. MOVE A.·T\ !!MPLOY Y"'MEDIATELY ANY FORC£S UtmER YOUR OPERA-

./ 
~;. 

..' 

l H).~L 'CO"TROL THAT' ARE CAPABLE OF--ASSISTING AirY OTRER'US F'ORC£S ' 
L. T~;i~';{i ;;~~:~~. THAT THEY Aft'! UNDER ATTACK OR UNDER THREAT O~"3!~ , 
, 

• 
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P 2411222 ZFF-2 ZFF-10
iv. BE ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGOW VIETNAM
TO BE: BROWN CDR 7TH AF TS SAIGO VIETNAM
LTG ICKERSON CG III MAF DA NANG VIETNAM
LTG CORCOYA CG I FFORCEV NHA TRANG VIETNAM
LTG EWELL CG II FFORCEV LONG BINH VIETNAM
VADM ZUMWALT COM AVFORV SAIGON VIETNAM
"G WETHERILL CG DMAC CAN THO VIETNAM
ZEM
T 0 P E C R Tal T MAC 8094 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: COMMA ID AND CONTROL IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS (U)
REF: CINCPAC MSG DTG 220201Z JUN 69 (IS) (NOTAL)
1. (TS) REFERE CE CONTAINS BROAD GUIDANCE TO PACOM COMMANDERS
A D STATES THAT ACTIONS ARE BEING TAKEN TO IMPROVE EXISTING
PROCEDURES IN ORDER TO ENSURE EXPEDITIOUS REACTION TO EMERGENCY
SITUATIONS SUCH AS THAT INVOLVING THE EC 121 SHOOTDOWN ON 15 APR,
AS AUTHORIZED BY CURRENT ROE FOR SEA. THESE IMPROVEMENTS ARE
BEIME DEVELOPED TO ENSURE IMMEDIATE REACTION BY FORWARD OPERA-
TIME FORCES WITHOUT WAITING FOR SPECIFIC GUIDANCE FROM HIGHER
AUTHORITY.
2. PARAGRAPH 2 OF REFERENCE IS QUOTED AS FOLLOWS:
QUOTE. PENDING IMPLEME TATION OF NEW PROCEDURES OR CHANGES TO
EXISTING PROCEDURES, I REQUEST THAT YOU, AND YOUR SUBORDINATE
COMMA DERS, TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTION IN RESPONSE TO ANY SHORT-
DURATION, HOSTILE CRISIS SITUATION WHICH REQUIRES A US DEFENSIVE

ACTIC AD FOR WHICH YOU HAVE THE CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT:P
A. I SURE THERE IS COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING WITHIN YOUR COMMAND

OF THE CURRE T ROE.
B. MOVE A n EMPLOY IMMEDIATELY ANY FORCES UNDER YOUR OPERA-

TTO AL CO TROL THAT ARE CAPABLE OF ASSISTING ANY OTHER US FORCES
WHICH I DICATE THAT THEY ARE UNDER ATTACK OR UNDER THREAT OF

38(1)MAINEN ATTACK.

38/11
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. 7"1\ .c. Rl:PORT J:ft''''.J)IA"TElY A;'O S.l"ULTA1~EOUSLY TO HIGHER HEAD- . \ 
t'H~J?TERS ro L~ClUt)E CI,.;CPAC AND TO LATERAL HEADQUARTERS OrAl.l • ~ . 
. ;gl';'VICES .. :,)ETAllS OF A\~Y REQUEST FOR ASSlSTAi~CE At~DACTIO(~ BEING ' , 

" T;6!{;::~. USE !,.~Mgl) tATE OR HIGHER PRECEDEt+CE.TH£ UlaT AGA INS! - ~ 
'H~o;r nc Hosrn_iS ACTIO;, IS lH~ECtE" WILL REACT WITHIN rnE CURREN "O~ '.fA:. 
RULr::; OF c>,·G~Gl!:t'lENT, WIll REQUST APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE AS . ( r ./r" \ 

" - l;,oru 
. AVAILABLE fRO~ LATERAL Ui'W1TS AND WILt REPORT ~N AeCoRDA-\'lCE WITH -+ 
EXISTI~G ~IRECtIVES. E~D ~UOTE. 
". (15) THE QUOTED PARAGRAPH ABOVE IS PROVIDED FOR YOURINFOR .. 

.l tt1ATIO .. A:H) ~C,[ION AS APPROPRIATE. IT OBVIOUSLY WAS (~OT MEANT TO-
; ~PPLY TO THE PIACV IN ... COUNTRY COMBAt SITUATIOlli, BUT' RATHER TO INCl-' 
) 1'\ ':;.TS COMPARABLE TO THE [XAPJPLE IN PARAGRAPH 1 f ABOVE. WE ARE TO 
, n; RE~DY 10 REACt TO ern.SIS SITUATIONS INVOl.VING FORCES OR . 
" lJ,t1S or OIJ1(!R PACIFIC COM"ANns.~ 
: A" ers ) ":'-'DRESSEES ARE: AUTHORIZED rOMOVE AID EMPLOY FORCES 

~i.- . 

p::~FR THEIR OPERATHbAl COMTROl TO ASSIST US F'ORC!S UNDER ATTACK 
Of'" JJ~i1R rHRE,~T OF IMMIt~E'" AT·tACK. IN ANY INSTANCE WHERE THIS 

'I l~jOlVf:S uS FORCET NOT urtDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF USft'ACV, 
j tl1'? 1l::CISI0WI1.1.. BE MADE BY ADtlREESEES ONLY ~tID MACV HEADQUARTERS 
t:JIjlEH:h I I'riNlMEf\ !AT"'Y. n: THE SITUAtION PERMI Sf A'ND .".-:-
i '"' :LtI Y ~:1lLL or JEOPAfHHZETHE SAFETY OF TKE THREATENED US FORC! 
~-o~· tJ;. IT, C()~lliS~fo~ev cO;·!ClJR.f}$~'.cE,\"tLL ·IE S()UG,Hib6~ tHE £ O.NTEfJ1PL-ATE:,) '. 

lIeTIiJ • 
J "'? ... ~ 
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change

T C. REPORT IMMEDIATELY AND SIMULTA EOUSLY TO HIGHER HEAD-
QUARTERS TO INCLUDE CI CPAC AND TO LATERAL HEADQUARTERS OFALL
SERVICES, DETAILS OF ANY REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE AND ACTION BEING
TAKES. USE IMMEDIATE OR HIGHER PRECEDENCE, THE UNIT AGAINST

pryGROM THE MOSTILE ACTION IS DIRECTED WILL REACT WITHIN THE CURRENT
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT, WILL REQUST APPROPRIATE ASSISTANCE AS

AVAILABLE FROM LATERAL UNITS AND WILL REPORT IN ACCORDANCE WITH
EXISTING DIRECTIVES. END QUOTE.
3. (TS) THE QUOTED PARAGRAPH ABOVE IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFOR-
MATIO AND ACTION AS APPROPRIATE. IT OBVIOUSLY WAS NOT MEANT TO
APPLY TO THE MACV IN-COUNTRY COMBAT SITUATION, BUT RATHER TO INCI-
DENTS COMPARABLE TO THE EXAMPLE IN PARAGRAPH 1, ABOVE. WE ARE TO
83 READY TO REACT TO CRISIS SITUATIONS INVOLVING FORCES OR
PITS OF OTHER PACIFIC COMMANDS.
A. (TS ) ADDRESSEES ARE AUTHORIZED TO MOVE AND EMPLOY FORCES

HIDER THEIR OPERATIO AL CONTROL TO ASSIST US FORCES UNDER ATTACK
or URDER THREAT OF IMMINE T ATTACK. IN ANY INSTANCE WHERE THIS
T VOLVES US FORCET NOT UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF USMACV,
THE DECISIO WILL BE MADE BY ADDRESSEES ONLY AND MACV HEADQUARTERS
OTIFIED CREMENTATELY IF THE SITUATION PERMITS, AND

DELAY WILL JEOPARDIZE THE SAFETY OF THE THREATENED US FORCE
OR 11 IT, COMUSMACI CO CURRE CE WILL BE SOUGHT ON THE CONTEMPLATED
ACTIO
^P-3

$00 OTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURE
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FM MG TOW'JSE:·m CIS' MACV 
TP GEN BRllWN CMDR 7AF . 
LTG MILDREN DeG USARV 
VADM ZUMlvALT COMNAVFORV 
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
Z EM ~r;;,." ,,1' 

TOP'S E eRE T SENSITIVE MAC 8300 EYES ONLY 
EYES OF ADDRESSEES ONLY'!! 
SUBJECT: VIETNAMIZATION (e) 

. REF: CINCPAC 220405Z JUN 69, SUBJ: VIETNAMIZATION (C) (NOTAL)' 
1. (IS) CONTENTS OF REFER ENCE AR E SUMMAR IZED BEL OW FCR YOUR 
INF'ORMATIO~J: . . 

A. !\IS5M :36 HAS BEEN EXPANDED TO INCLUDE OUT-OF -COUi~TRY 
FORCES~ CINCPAC HAS HELD'THAT US FORCES 'IN SOUTHEAST ASIA OUT­
SIDE OF SOUTH V lET NAM SHOULD NOT BER EDUCED SIMUL TA·NEOUSL Y WITH 
REDUCTIONS INSIDE SOUTH VIETNAM. CINCPAC9 S OBJECTIVE IS TO! 
RETAIN A DETERRENT AND PROTECTIVE CAPABILITY THAT WOULD HELP TO 
PRECLUDE A NEED FOR REENTRY OF' US FORCES INTO SOUTH VIETNAM. 

B. CI NCPAC HAS REQUESTED COMPONENT smv ICE INPUTST 0 ASSIST 

~. 

1 N SUPPORTI NG THE ABOVE P. OSITION. CI NCPAC COMPONENTSAL SO AR E TO 
IDENTIFY AND REPORT .our-OF-COUNTRY ELEMENT'S WHICH, IF REDUCED, 
WOULD NOT SIGNIFICANTLY DEGRADE COMBAT CAPABILITY AND TO DEVELOP 
A~lDSUBMIT UNIT LISTINGS BY PRIORITY FOR A 25 PERCENT REDUCTION IF 

t/ SUCH A REDUCTION lftlERE ORDERED. 
2. (U~ F'OR INPUT WITHIN COMPONENT CHANNELS, REQUEST 
COMUSMACV BE INCLUDED .AS INFO,ADDRESSEE IN RESPONDING 
MESSAGES. GP-4 

.SSO &JOTE: DELIVER DURrr~G DUTY HOURS 
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0 281100Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-- 1

FM MG TOWNSEND C/S MACV
TO GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF
LTG MILDREN DCG USARV
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAV FORV
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
T 0 P S E C R E T SENSITIVE MAC 8300 EYES ONLY
EYES OF ADDRESSEES ONLY!!
SUBJECT: VIETNAMIZATION (C)
REF: CINCPAC 220405Z JUN 69, SUBJ: VIETNAMIZATION (C) (NOTAL)
1. (TS) CONTENTS OF REFERENCE ARE SUMMARIZED BEL OW FOR YOUR
INFORMATION:

A. NSSM 36 HAS BEEN EXPANDED TO INCLUDE OUT-OF -COUNTRY
FORCES. CINCPAC HAS HELD THAT US FORCES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA OUT-
SIDE OF SOUTH VIETNAM SHOULD NOT BE REDUCED SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH
REDUCTIONS INSIDE SOUTH VIETNAM. CINCPAC'S OBJECTIVE IS TO
RETAIN A DETERRENT AND PROTECTIVE CAPABILITY THAT WOULD HELP TO
PRECLUDE A NEED FOR REENTRY OF US FORCES INTO SOUTH VIETNAM

B. CINCPAC HAS REQUESTED COMPONENT SERVICE INPUTS TO ASSIST
IN SUPPORTING THE ABOVE POSITION. CINCPAC COMPONENTS ALSO ARE TO
IDENTIFY AND REPORT OUT-OF-COUNTRY ELEMENT'S WHICH, IF REDUCED,
WOULD NOT SIGNIFICANTLY DEGRADE COMBAT CAPABILITY AND TO DEVELOP
AND SUBMIT UNIT LISTINGS BY PRIORITY FOR A 25 PERCENT REDUCTION IF
SUCH A REDUCTION WERE ORDERED.
2. (U) IF TASKED FOR INPUT WITHIN COMPONENT CHANNELS, REQUEST
COMUSMACV BE INCLUDED AS INFO ADDRESSEE IN RESPONDING
MESSAGES. GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
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