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EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FROM MAJGEN SIMPSON
ALLEGATION OF RAGIAL DISCRIMENATE.COM
A. CNC CONFIDENTIAL SPECAT 2823172 MAY 69
B. MCO 1300.81. PAR 4C
1. IN RESPONSE TO REF So THIS DIVISI ON INITIATED AN IMMEDIATE
INVESTIGATION OF 3/1 AINED AT DETERMINING VALIDITY OF ALLEGATIONS:

PAGE TWO RHNNAFA 0125 C. 0 N F I for I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR
BATTALION IS IN THE FIELD SPREAD OVER A LARGE TAOR. I DETERMINED
THAT IT WOULD BE MORE MEANINGFUL TO. INTERVIEW A REPRESENTATEVE
CROSS SECTION OF BATTALION PERSONNEL IN DEPTH RATHER THAN ATTEMPT
A LARGE NUMBER OF INTERVIEWS IN THE SHORT TIME AVAILABLE FOR THE
SAKE OF NUMBERS ALONE. DURING THE 2 1/2 DAYS AVAILABLE, THE
DIVISION INSPECTOR WAS ABLE TO INTERVIEW A2 MARINES AND NAVY. EACH
INTERVIEW WAS 20 -25 MINITES IN LENGTH. QUESTIONS INCLUDED
SEVERAL SUBJECTS OF COMMAND INTEREST INCLUDING RACE RELATIONS:
2+ ON THE BASIS OF THIS INVESTIGATION IT IS NY JUDGEMENT THAT
THERE IS A VERY HEALTHY ATTITUDE TOWARD RACE RELATIONS IN 3/1.
AS IN ANY GROUP OF 1000 AMERICANS, THERE ARE DECASIONAL PROBLEMS.
TO DATE THESE HAVE BEEN SETTLED BY COMMANDERS AND OTHER UNIT
LEADERS AND/OR BY BN WATCH AND ACTION COMMITTEE.
3. PERSONNEL SAMPLE INTERVIEWED: 22 CAUS; 18 NEGRO, 2 SPANISH-
AMERICAN. RANKS AS FOLLOW: CNEGRO INDICATED BY ND IBN C.O.8 1BN
CHAPLIN: 1 CAPT: 2 FIRST LT: INSGT CNJ: 5 SSGT (3ND: 2 SGT CIN :
3. CPL (IN) 8 LCPL (5.N) : 15 PFC (7M):

years
PVT: I HMI: HM2. BN

STRENGTH IS 1110, INCLUDES 176 NEGROES.
r. OF ALL PERSONNEL INTERVIEWED ONLY TWO STATED THAT THEY BELIEVED
RACIAL PREJUDICE EXISTED. BOTH WERE NEGRO MARINES. ONE OF THESE

/ OF 3COPY COPIESFMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69)
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PAGE THREE RHMNAFA 0125 0 A 1 EXCLUSIVE FOR
IS OF VERY DOUBTFUL VERA CITY. KE HAS A RECORD OF 2 COURTS AND
NJP. THE OTHER HAS $ COURT AND 2 NJP. WHEN PRESSED FOR
SPECIFICS, THE ONLY CASE CITED BY EITHER WAS ONE INSTANCE IN
WHICH ONE OF THESE STATES THAT HE OVERHEARD A FIRST SGT SAYING
NEGROES ARE NOT REALLY MARINES". THIS FIRST SGI ROTATED TO
CONUS SOME TIME AGC.
5. ALL OTHERS INTERVIEWED INDICATE OCCAST ONAL PROBLEMS SETUREN
INDIVIDUALS CAUSED BY TROUBLE MA ERS OF 30TH RACES. VAST MAJORITY
EXPRESSED SENTINENT THAT IN THE FIELD NEW MUST LIVE, WORK, FIGHT
TOGETHER WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION OR PLACE OF BIRTH.
SEVERAL STATED COMBAT WAS GREAT LEVELER WHERE NEGRO AND CAUCASION
MUST DEPEND UPON ONE ANOTHER FOR THEIR LIVES. OTHERS STATED
"SRATES" OR HALCONEENTS SENT TO REAR CAUSED THE TROUBLE. ONE NEGRO
MARINE TOLD OF MAKING PACT WITH WHITE MARINE TO ASSIST EACH OTHERS
FAMILY IF ONE SHOULD BE KILLED IN COMBAT.
So NEGRO MSGT OF 23 YEARS SERVICE STATED THAT MOST RACIAL
COMPLAINTS BROUGHT TO HIS ATTENTION WERE BASED ON RUMORS. BN WATCH AND
ACTION COMMITTEE MONERLY RECORDS SHOW CASE IN DECGS WHEN UNREST
WAS CAUSED BY DEATH OF WHITE CPL ALLEGEDLY AT HANDS OF THREE NEGRO
MARINES. TWO OF THE NEGROES WERE TRIED BY GCM AND ACQUITTED.

PAGE FOUR RMMMAFA 0125 L EXCLUSIVE FOR
THIRD CASE PENDING RETURN OF ACCUSED FROM MEDEVAC. ONLY OTHER CASE
HANDLED BY COMMITTEE SINCE DEC GB WAS ON COMPLAINT OF TWO NEGRO
MARINES THAT TWO WHITE MARINES WERE PROMOTED OVER THEM DUE TO
PREJUDICE. IN FACT NEITHER WHITE MARINE WAS PROMOTED AND PROBLEM
ENDED WHEN TRUE SITUATION WAS EXPLAINED.
7. ALL PERSONNEL SHOWED KNOWLEDGE OF CHAIN OF COMMAND, REQUEST
MAST PROCEDURES AND THE EXISTENCE AND PURPOSE OF BN WATCH AND ACTION
COMMITTEE.
8. WITH REGARD TO THE ALLEGATION QUOTE MAIN BLACK MEN ARE SERVING
OVERTIME IN VIETNAM UNQUOTE. IT AI PEARS THAT THIS MAY REFLECT A
FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND THAT LOST TINE RESULTING FROM UA AND CONF
MUST BE MADE UP IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF B.
9o BN CO IS LICOL T. E. BULGER WHO: HAS HAD COMUAND SINCE 23NOVE8,
BULGER IS A HIGKLY INTELLIGENT OFFICER AND A STRONG COMMANDER. 3/1
HAS A SPLENDID COMBAT RECORD AND MEASURES HIGH IN ALL OTHER FUNCTIONS,
LTCOL BULGER HAS MY COMPLETE CONFIDENCE.
10. I CONCLUDE THAT THE ALLEGATIONS ARE WITHOUT FOUNDATION.
11. WHILE I AM CONFIDENT THAT NO PATTERN OF RACIAL PREJUDICE EXISTS
IN 3/1 1 WILL CONTINUE THE INVESTIGATI ON DURING THE COMING WEEK
TO ENLARGE THE SAMPLE. SHOULD THIS REVEAL ANY FINDINGS INCONSEST
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PAGE FIVE RUMNAFA 9125 CONF L EXCLUSIVE FOR
ANT WITH ABOVE, A SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT WILL BE MADE.
GP #
2. NO PARTICULAR PATTERN IS APPARENT AS A RESULT OF' ORM'S
INVESTIGATION TO DATE. NOR IS I' LIKELY THAT ONE WILL DEVEL OF
AS A RESULT OF HIS FURTHER INVESTIGATION. I AM SURE THAT A SMALL
HARD-CORE GROUP OF AGITATORS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LETTER
RECEIVED BY THE AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPER CHAIN. ALTHOUGH NOT
MENTIONED IN CROSS REPORT, 3/1 HAS A NEGRO MARINE WHO HAS SEEN
A SOURCE OF DISCONTENT IN THE RECENT PAST HE WAS OVERHEARD
ADVISING NEVEL REPORTED NEGRO MARINES TO REFER TO WHITE PERSONS

QUOTE BEASTS UNQUOIE. HE WAS CENSURED FOR THIS AND IT WAS THEAS
INTENTION OF THE BATTALION COMMANDER TO INCLUDE HIM ASIONE THE
INDIVIDUALS TO BE INTERVIEWED. GOINCEMENTALLY, HE TURNED UP UA
THE DAY THE INVESTIGATION STARTED. IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT HZ
WAS AWARE THAT THE INVESTIGATION WAS BEING CONDUCTED BUT 27
WAS UNPORTUNATE THAT HE WENT UA AT THE TIME HE DIE. yes

BELIEVE THAT Two:01 THREE on FOUR INDIVIDUALS suck AS
THIS ARE THE CAUSE OF THE PROBLEM.

VARM REGARDS
GP-1
BY
0125
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SECRET/NOFORN

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA0338 1540520-SSSS--RUMHVPA.
ZNY SSSSS,
P 0305202 JUN 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUKHVPA/CG THIRD MARDIV
BT
SECRET NOFORN MARINES CORPS EYES ONLY
10 THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
ZNY SSSSS
P 0300472 JUN 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RUEBHOA/CMC
INFO R.KMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
SECRET NOFORN MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
RELOCATION OF 1ST AMTRAC PN (C)
Ao CG III MAF (SECRET NOF ORN MCEO) (PASEP)
1. (S) REVIEW OF REFERENCE A INDICATES THAT NEITHER A
CONTINUATION OF THE CURRENT POSITIONING AT CUA VIET NOR
TEMPORARY RELOCATION TO DANANG TAOR OFFERS SATISFACTORY
SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEM OF SUBJECT BATTALION WHILE IT RE-
MAINS AS CADRED UNIT.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA C338 SECRET NOFORN MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
2. (5) CONSIDER THAT BEST COURSE OF ACTION UNDER THE
CIRCUMSTANCES IS RELOCATION OF LVIS AND ATTENDANT SUP-
PLIES AND EQUIPMENT TO OKINAWA RETAINING FLAG AND PER-
SONNEL IN COUNTRY TO PRECLUDE REQUIREMENT FOR FORMAL
CHANGE OF PROGRAM 6 CEILING FOR OKINAWA.
3. (S) LOGISTIC GUIDANCE WOULD BE SUBJECT OF
SEPARATE CORRESPONDENCE AND IMPLEMENTATION DATE FOR
PLANNING PURPOSE WOULD BE PROVIDED.
40 (U) REQUEST CONCURRENCE/ON PROPOSED
GUIDANCE AS SET FORTH ABOVE.
GP-4
BT
0338

#24
3

SECRET/NOFORN
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OTTEZYUW RHMNAFA0391 1541606-EEEE-@RUHHMFA
ZNY EEEEE
0 0316087 JUN 69
FM CG 111 MAF
TO RUHKMFA/CG FMFPAC
BT
UNCLAS E F 8 0
NOMINATION FOR C/S FMFPAC FWD BILLET
FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DOOLEY. PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
to WE HAVE SCREENED ALL ASSETS OF III MAF COMMANDS FOR AVAILABLE
COLONELS TO NOMINATE FOR THE SUBJECT BILLET. BASED UPON CRITERIA
OF HAVING SEX MONTHS OR MORE REMAINING ON THEIR OVERSEAS TOUR AND
MENIMIZING THE DISRUPTIONS INVOLED TO. THE COMMAND'S CONCERNED
DURING THIS PERIOD OF SUMMER YUR NOVER , THE FOLLOWING CHOICES ARE
ELIGIBLE BUT NOT NECESSARILY CONSIDERED AS AVAILABLE BY THEIR
RESPECTIVE COMMANDERS:

to THIRD MAR DIV THE ONLY COLONEL ON BOARD WITH SIX MONTHS
REMAINING TO SERVE OVERSEAS IS COL W.W. CROMPTON 9906/0802/0430.
HE IS ALREADY SELECTED BY THE CG THIRD MAR DIV AS CO TWELFTH
MARINES IN JULY.

Bo FIRST MAR DIV: COLONEL J.B. SIMS, PRESENTLY SERVING AS DIVISION

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0391 UNCLAS End F T 0
INSPECTOR. HE IS NOT A VOLUNTEER AND WAS. MOST RELUCTANTLY NOMINATED
BY CG FIRST MAR DIV.

Ca HQ 111 MAE: COLONEL GoVo CALLEN 9906/0302 IS DUE ABOUT 15 JUNE.
HE IS SLATED AS INTERIM INSPECTOR AS A RELIEF FOR COL J.W. STHANK WHO
HAS BEEN DETACHED. HE WILL THEN BE ASSIGNED AS FORCE SPECIAL SERVICES
OFFICER IN AUGUST UPON THE DETACHMENT OF COL We BIEHL. HIS EXPERIENCE
AND ABILITY WILL BE PARTICULARLY USEFUL AND IS DEFINITELY REQUIRED IN
THE LATTER BILLET. WE DESIRE TO RETAIN COL CALLEN. WE UNDERSTAND THAT
COL DAVID H. SIMMONS IS SLATED FOR HQ III BAF IN JULY, AND WE NEED HIM
IN PSY OPS, AS NO OTHER COL IS AVAILABLE TO FILL THAT IMPORTANT BILLET.
2. HOWEVER, LESS DISRUPTION WOULD BE CAUSED TO ALL COMMANDS IF COL
SIMMONS WERE CHOSEN FOR THE SUBJECT BILLET. ADDITIONALLY, YOU MAY
DESIRE TO CONSIDER THE OTHER COLONELS WHO ARE ENBOUND TO HQ IN MAF
OR LTS SUBORDINATE COMMANDS:
BT
0391

COPIESCOPY 2 OF UNCLAS EFTO
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PTTCZYUW RHMMAFA6422
ZNY COCOC
P 0491462 JUN 69
FM CG III MAP
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
C 0 N F D E N E A L
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
1. FOLLOWING PRINTED LTR ADDRESSED TO ME PERSONALLY
RECEIVED 2JUN69 IS QUOTED VERBATIN TO INCLUDE MISSPELLINGS
ETC.

QUOTE: MAY 29-69, DEAR SIR, THIS IS TO INFORM
YOU THAT THERE IS A GROUPE OF A.C.L.U. LAWYERS AND
BLACK & WHITE QUOTE PEACE MOVEMENT UNQUOTE PEAPLE ALONG
WITH A GROUPE CLERGYMEN FROM L.A. AND OTHER CITIES
THAT ARE TAKING SWORN STATMENTS FROM DISCHARGED MARINES
WHO HAVE SERVED TIME IN THE BRIGG'S IN VIET NAM. THIS
INFORMATION IS BEING PUT IN BOOK FORM AND PRESS RELEASES
BY A HOLLY WOOD SCREEN WRITTER. THEY HAVE BEEN PROMICED
FULL COOPERATION BY SINATOR TED KENNEDY AND COUNCLE MAN
THOMAS BRADLEY OF L.A. THEY PLAN TO BRING THE COMANDANT

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 8420 C I A L EXCLUSIVE FOR
BEFORE A SINATE COMMITY AND TO HAVE A FULL INVESTIGATION.
THEY SAY THIS WILL MAKE THE RISBON CREEK INCIDENT QUOTE
LOOK LIKE A SUNDAY SCHOOL OUTING UNQUOTE. THEIRNGOAL
IS TO QUOTE PUT AN END TO THE EFFECTION THAT THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS HAD FOR THE U.S.M.C. UNQUOTE. THEY
WANT TO STRIKE OUT AT THE MILLITARY AND BLACKEN THE MARINE
CORPS. ATTHE SAME TIME. I CAN NOT TELL YOU MY NAME
BECAUSE IF II EVER GOT BACK XO MY NETRORHOOD I woul D
BE è DEAD MAN. A PROWD MEMBER OF THE U.S.M.C. UNQUOTE
2. ON 3 JUNE ORM SIMPSON AND BILL JONES EACH RECEIVED
A PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF THE SAME LETTER. I WILL FORWARD
SEPARATELY TO YOU THE LETTER I RECEIVED.
3. WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT ANY DATA OR INFORMATION
THAT MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE AT A LATER DATE. WE WILL
KEEP YOU INFORMED,
GP-A
BT
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ZNY CCCCC
P 0404502 JUN 69
FM CG III MAF
TO COMDR US NAVAL - BASE, SUBIC BAY's PHILLIPPINES
BT
C ENFIDENTIAL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR CHIEF OF STAFF FROM BGEN
DOOLEY
REQ PASS TO BGEN CARNEY, PATIENT ABOARD USS SANCTUARY
1. AS YOU MAY KNOW, GEN NICKERSON HAS RECOMMENDED TO CG FMFPAC
THAT A NEW AWC BE ORDERED OUT HERE IMMEDIATELY IN ORDER TO
STAFF THE FIRST MAW FORWARD IN THE VICINITY OF THIRD MARDIV.
ACCORDINGLY, GENERAL CHAPMAN IS DIVERTING BILL JOHNSON
FROM THE 9TH MAB TO THE FIRST WING. HE IS ALSO RECOMMEND ING
TO SECNAV THAT YOU BE ASSIGNED AS CG 9TH MAB: THE REASSIGN-
MENTS OF YOU AND JOHNSON WILL BE IN EFFECT UNTIL AFTER THE
GENERAL OFFICER SELECTION BOARD REPORTS OUT IN AUGUST.
2. PLEASE DO NOT DISCLOSE THIS INFORMATION UNTIL THE PRESS
RELEASE HAS BEEN MADE FROM HQMC.
3. ORDERS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE ISSUED TO YOU FROM MQMC BUT IN
THE MEANTIME YOU CAN PLAN ON ARRIVING AT OKI ON THE
10TH OF JUNE FOR A CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY ON THE 12TH.
IN THE EVENT THERE IS ANY DELAY IN YOUR ORDERS FROM
HOMC, WE WILL PROVIDE YOU AN INTERIM SET TO COVER YOUR
TRAVEL TO OKI.
GP-4
BT
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PTTCZYUV RHMNAFA0444
ZNY CCCCC
P 0404522 JUN 69
FM CG. III MAF DING RVN
20 RUNLSPA/CS XXIV CORPS PHD RVN
BT
C ONF.IDENTIA 2 SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN STILVERL FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON
10 THE FOLLOWING MSC IS QUOTED IN XYS ENTIRETY
P 0320182 JUNES
FM CNC
TO USMACV
AUHKHOA/CINGPAC
RUMHBRAVCINOPACELY
RUHGSAF/ ONDR: SEVENTH FLEET
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
RUNHFMA/CO FNEPAC
BT
CON IDENTI 3 4 L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR ADDRESSEES FROM
GENERAL CHAPMAN
THIS IS TO ADVISE YOU THAT I AM RECOMMENDING TO THE
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY THAT BGEN R. B. CARNEY, JR

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 0444 CONF IDENT A L EXCLUSIVE FOR
CURRENTLY THE ADC, 3D MARDIV, BE REASSIGNED TO DUTY AS
THE RELIEF FOR BEEN VM. G. JOHNSON AS CG 9TH MAR. 3GEN JOHNSON
WILL BE REASSIGNED TO DUTY AS AN ASST YENG CHDR OF THE 1ST
MAW IMMEDIATELY.
THESE REASSIGNMENTS WILL BE IN EFFECT UNTIL AFTER THE
GENERAL OFFICER SELECTION BOARDS REPORT OUT . INAUGUST
PLEASE DO NOT DISCLOSE THIS INFORMATION UNTIL THE PRESS
FOR ADDRESSEES FROM GENERAL CHAPMAN
RELEASE HAS BEEN MADE FROM THIS HEADQUARTERS,
WARM REGARDS.
GP-A
3. ONE OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MARINE CORPS HELICOPYER STUDY
BOARD RECENTLY COMPLETED BY CARL YOUNGDALE WAS TO ESTABLISH
AN ELEMENT OF THE FIRST MAV FORWARD IN ORDER 20 PROVIDE
BETTER SUPPORT TO THE THIRD MARDIV. ANOTHER RECOMMENDATION WAS TO
STAFF THIS BILLET WITH A BGEN AND REQUEST THAT ANOTHER ANC. BE ADDED
TO THE FIRST MAN IN ORDER TO DO THIS THE COMMANDANT IS TAKING THE
ACTION QUOTED ABOVE, I.E., DIVERTING BEEN JOHNSON, AN N/A
WHO WAS SEATED TO TAKE OVER THE DIN NAB: INSTEAD, JOHNSON
WILL REPORT IN COUNTRY TO THE FIRST NEW. ME WILL BE
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REPLACED AT 9TH MAB BY 802 CARNEY 0KO SHOULD BE OUT OF THE
HOSPITAL AN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. PRESUNABLY A REPL ACEMENT
FOR CARNEY WILL BE PROVIDED SHORTLY'
3. REQUEST YOU HOLD THIS CLOSELY UNTIL THE PRESS
RELEASES HAVE BEEN MADE FROM HOMO.
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BT
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CONFIDENTIAL

OTTCZYUW
ZNY CCCCC:
0 0518842 JUN $
FM CG III HAF
TO BUNHHTA/CO FMFPAC
BY
CONFIDENTIALS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES OILY DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS ONLY.
OPCON OF SLP MMM SQUADROWS (U)
A. REPORT OF BOARD TO CONSIDER THE UTILIZATION, COMMAND AND CONTROL
OF MARINE CORPS HELICOPTER ASSETS IN III MAF ANG/JOT 5428 OF 27APR69
B. ce III MAY 1510042 APR 69
C. ce 111 NAF 2101442 APR 69
1. FOR THE REASONS OUTLINED IN THE DISCUSSION PARAGRAPK OF ITEM
3, ENCL 2. REF A, THE BOARD RECOMMENDED THAT WHENEVER THE SLF OPERATES
ASHORE UNDER THE OPCON OF EITHER MARINE DIVISION, THE HMM AFLOAT
BE SIMILTANEOUSLY CHOPPED TO 1ST MAV.
2. I HAVE APPROVED THE RECOMMENDATION. HOWEVER, SINCE THESE
SQUADRONS ARE 7TH FLEET ASSETS IT IS MY INTENTION to RECOMMEND SUCK
A COURSE OF ACTION TO CONSEVENTIFLT.
3. WITH THE OVERALL HELO SITUATION AS CRITICAL AS If IS, FROM OUR
STANDFOINT, WE CAN BETTER UTILIZE THE NELO UNDER THE CIRCUISTANCES

PAGE two RHMHAFA0644 ICONFIDENIIAL SPECAT EXCLUS VE FOR
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
DESCRIBED. I APPRECIATE THAT SUCK ACTION WILL GIVE CAUSE FOR
ADDITIONAL NAVY CONCERN BY VIRTUE OF LOSS OF OPCON. HOWEVER THE
USE IS VIEWED AS ADMINISTRATIVE AND NOT TACTICAL, (was 5
4. PRIOR TO ADDRESSING THIS SUBJECT WITH BUSH BRINGLE WOULD
APPRECIATE ANY COMMENTS YOU MIGHT HAVE AS VIEVED FROM YOUR
PERSPECTIVE.
WARM REGUARDS.
GP-4
BT
0644

COPY / OF COPIES
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G-2

G-3
G-4

HAS BEEN

G-5
G-6
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FOR fIlGP J(),IES. MGEM SIMPSON, MGEN QUIL.TER, MGEt.- RAMSEY, 
MQ[ft WRIGHT AND BGltN FEE1.EY INFO LIGEN STILWELL FRCPI LTGEtf NICKERSJ. 
·t. THE FOLLQilNG MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFOftMATIONz 
QUC1f! 
o 878 fIH2Z JUN 69 

FI'1 MG TOWNSEND CCFS MACV 
TO GEN BROWN CDR 7AF 
U G M ILDREN DC G USARV 
VA!'If ZlIOIWAL.T C CMMAVF ORV 
UG N ICKERSm I II MAF 
U G [WELL C GIl FF'V 
MG RUSS AC G I FFV 
KG WETHERILL CG DMAC 
INF 0 LT G 5T ILLWELL C G XX IV CORPS 
lDJ 
{)leLA 5 l F T 0 NAC 1201. EYES. ONLY 
1. C CMUSMACV HAS DIRECTED TNA T EACH ADDRESSEE RECE IVE tHE MESSAGE 

'lImED HERElti. 
QUOTE 
P 151843Z 
FM CCl. JOSEPH F H CUTRONA USA SA/SEA OASD/PA WASH DC 
TO COL L. GORI)(W HILL JR USA MACV 10 SA 1 SON 
ZDf 
meLAS EFT 0 EYES ONLY OASD/PA 06950 JUN 69 
SUBJECT t WA 1..L ST REET JOU RNA L ED IT OR 1A L 
f£F't MAC 7150 EYES atLY. DTG 15UI03Z JUN 69 
1. REF: yooft REQUEST THE F OL EDIT ORIAl WHICH A PPEARED IN 
\ll\LL STREET JOOMfAL, 29 MAY' 1969, IS QUOTED. QUOTE-THE 
HQlORID DEAD--"'T~ORROW AMERICA MOURNS ITS DEAD FROM 
PAST VA RS, AM 10 NEW RECRIMINATIOOS ABOUT IT S DEAl> IN A 
PR!:SDIT WAR. IT IS, PEJUIAPS, AN APPROPRIATE tUMEN! TO 
REFLICT THAT ARY WAR DEATH IS NOT MLY AN6tlISJUNQ BUT HI 
.NY WAYS s£.all~IL; n,RA WOll..D THATMAflKltln (HM"D LUliN 

. 10 S!T'fLi ITS QlJA ••• ;tUl.Our:'~,HJHU"!I,q,~ •• ,.s.,*.r,ft!lJHi" . 
1£11 dtL Y START 1M 19 TO 'fA;:s:r! 1.. 1Ft.. THE HUMiN BEAST HAS It or 

JUtED TNA WHICH OUGHT T 0 JU1~ IND US Al.L rF A DARKNESS 
A.ND . Y KEN D 

DECLASSIFIED 
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HOMELANDTO CG THIRD MARDIV
C 6 FIRST MARDIV
CG FIRST MAW
CG AMERICAL DIV
CG 101ST A BN DIV (AM)
ZEN/CG ORL OGC OM D
INF 0 C G XX IV CORPS
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR M GEN JONES, MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN QUILTER, MGEN RAMSEY,
MGEN WRIGHT AND BGEN FEELEY INFO LIGEN ST ILWELL FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE F OLL OWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
00700127 JUN 69
FM MG TOWNSEND C OF S MACV
TO GEN BROWN CDR 7AF
LTG MILDREN DC G USARV
VA DM ZUMMWALT COMNAVF ORV
LTG NICKERSON III MAF
LT G EWELL CG II FFV
MG RUSS ACG I FFV
MG WETHERILL CG DMAC
INF 0 LTG STILLWELL CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
INCLAS E F T 0 MAC 7207 EYES ONLY
1. C OMUSMACV HAS DIRECTED THAT EACH ADDRESSEE RECEIVE THE MESSAGE
QUOTED HEREIN.
QUOTE
P 0518437
FM C OL JOSEPH F H CUTRONA USA SA/SEA OASD/PA WASH DC
TO C OL L GORD ON HILL JR USA MACV IO SAIGON
ZEM
INCLAS F T 0 EYES ONLY OASD/PA 06950 JUN 69
SUBJECT: WALL STREET JOURNAL EDITORIAL
REF: MAC 7150 EYES ONLY, DTG 0510032 JUN 69
1. REF YOUR REQUEST THE F OL EDITORIAL WHICH APPEARED IN
WALL STREET JOURNAL, 29 MAY 1969, IS QUOTED: QUOTE-THE
HONORED DEAD -TOMORROW AMERICA MOURNS ITS DEAD FROM
PAST WARS, AMID NEW RECRIMINATIONS ABOUT ITS DEAD IN A
PRESENT WAR. IT IS, PERHA PS, AN APPROPRIATE MOMENT TO
REFLECT THAT ANY WAR DEATH IS NOT ONLY ANGUISHING BUT IN
MANY WAYS SENSELESS. PARA WOULD THAT MANKIND COULD LEARN
TO SETTLE ITS QUARRELS WITHOUT SACRIFICING so MANY YOURS
MEN ONLY STARTING TO TASTE LIFE. THE HUMAN BEAST HAS N OT

LEARNED THAT, WHICH OUGHT TO REMIND US ALL OF A DARKNESS
WITHIN. WHEN THE QUARRELS ARISE AND WHEN YOUNG MEN DIE,

DECLASSIFIED
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WD TO DEATH.' YET THESE MEN DESERYE eCl SSI'OHTOO. ' 
'TH.EIRDUTY IS NO smAll 'BURDEN, AND THEY PERSONAllY, 
VIIW ITS GRIM RESUL IS. fitfHL ITARY (f"F leER, NO LESS THAN 
MlOU: ELSE, IS ANGUISHED BY DEATH AMONG HIS Ctl'fPAtHatS .. 
PARA THE C<.:MMANDER·S GRUEL TASK IS so <FTEM TO SEND OjIE 
BOY TO DIE H 0; A SO THAT OTHERS MA Y AV 01 0 DEATHlATER. 
SIftCE JUST DRY NEVER REVEALS IT ALTERNATIVES, THERE 
CAN BE II 0 UL T IfIlAT E ASSURANCE THAT HI S DEC lSI ON WAS 
CORRECT, THAT ANY PARTICULAR DEATH WAS CORRECT, THAT 
MY PARTICULAR'DEATH WAS IN FACT NECESSARY TO AVERT 
FUTURE QlItS. CQlHAffOERS MUST LIVE WITH THIS DOUBT, 
MAWIIG WHAT C(JlFORT THEY CAD FRCf4 THE LIKELIHOODS 
StlSS!: TEf) BY MIJ..ITAfty EXPEJU[F'CE. PARA THE LESSONS 
fF T:HAT 'EXPE Rl&:IC! AlE 811:.1HJJ CUll. MUt A.REA UGI- . 
;118'1:E SUBJEctF QftilIMl',.£_B:t .JI,Qt~,I}""IIj.:U'J).'.i::I.$;~;_ ... ~'_._,,- __ ~._~ 

--·.;-tl~·E~U,S.S8M f:VRS.--BUi 'l':j£'{;QlfttMlKttS, ,'.~i:R THE . 
PAIN.F'Ul OBLIGATICW TO DECIDE AND TO ACT, TO DESERVE TO 
IE MEl (11 HIGH GROUND. IT IS TERRIBLY EASY TO EXPLOIT 
COf PAT DEATHS IN CR IT ICIZ IN G THE (f"F'ERS, DEATH IS 
ALWAYS SO CERTAIN, AND THE RATIC1JALE F'OR RISKING IT 
CAN N!VItR BE BEYCfiD DOUBT. PARA WHAT DISTRUBS us 
ABWT SENATOR KENNEpy AID OTHER CRITICS r:F THE 
r£CKNT BATTLE fF APBIA MOUITAIN IS THAT THEY SHOW SO 
UTTLE EFFORT TO UNDERSTAND THE C01MANDERS· STRATEGIC 

. ~THWAL[. THE DEATHS ON THE MOUNTAIN ARE COODEMNED 
PS IRRESP(WSIBLE. AT THE SAME TIME THERE IS NO REAL 
tiFF ORT TO REC OtJIIZE LET AtONE REFUTE, THE C CNMANDERS· 
£!:LIEF THAT THE STRATEGY THAT RESULTED IN THESE 
CASUALTIES WILL PREVENT GREATER CASUALTIES LATER. 
PARA IN VIETNAM THE ENEMY'5 GREAT SKILL SEEMS TO 
r£ ,CWERTLY MASSING FOR THE ASAULT. HIS LOGISTICAL 
EftSE PRECEDES HIS ATTACK FORCES WITH SUPPLIES CARE­
rUlLY STOCKPILED IN ADVANCE. THIS ADVANCE SUPPLY 
m.S! ALLOIIS JUI TO BtUN G UP TROOPS QUIT ELY AND QUICKL Y. 
TO LA:UNCH ATTACKSV WITH THE SUDDEN FEROCITY fF THE 
tltEAT T E1 CFFENSIVE. PA RA OUR C eMMAN DERS HAVE DECIDED 
THE WAY TO COHTACT SITES IS TO DISRUPT THE SECRET 
sr~K?ILES, AND TO ATTACK ENEMY TROOPS IN BASE CAMP$ 
JEFORE THEY ADVANCE. WHEN WE SEND .TROOPS INTO HIS SUPH. Y 
IUBS AND BASE AREAS SUCH AS THE ASHAU VALLEY, SCX4ET IMES 
THERE WILL BE BLOODY BATTLES. IN THE LONGRUN, HOWlVE,R, 
THE e ()fMAN f)ERS SA Y THE DEAT}lS W ILL BE FE WEi TRA N IF 
Ij£ ALLOW THE ENEMY TO BUILD HI S L OGIST tCAl BASE IN ' 
PREPA RA TUW F"OR AN OTHER SIVE. -PARA-cIKI' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

toINSTEAD SINCLE MAINARY
COMANDERS THAT so OTHERDUTYWHOSE
LEAD TO DEATH. YET THESE MEN DESERVE COMPASSION TOO.
THEIR DUTY IS NO SMALL BURDEN, AND THEY PERSONALLY
VIEW ITS GRIM RESULTS. A MILITARY OFFICER, NO LESS THAN
AN YOU E ELSE, IS ANGUISHED BY DEATH AM ON G HIS COMPANIONS.
PARA THE COMMANDER'S GRUEL TASK IS SO OFTEN TO SEND ONE
BOY TO DIE N OW A SO THAT OTHERS MAY AVOID DEATHLATER.
SINCE HISTORY NEVER REVEALS IT ALTERNATIVES, THERE
CAN BE NO ULTIMATE ASSURANCE THAT HIS DECISION WAS
CORRECT, THAT ANY PARTICULAR DEATH WAS CORRECT, THAT
AN Y PARTICULAR DEATH WAS IN FACT NECESSARY TO AVERT
FUTURE ONES. COMMANDERS MUST LIVE WITH THIS DOUBT,
DRAWING WHAT C OMF ORT THEY CAN FROM THE LIKELIHOODS
SU GGE TED BY MILITARY EXPERIEFCE. PARA THE LESSONS
OF THAT EXPERIENCE ARE SELDOM CLEAR, AND ARE A LEGI-
TIMATE SUBJECT FOR DEBAIE BY NON-MILITARY OBSERVERS
LIKE U.S. SENATORS. - BUT THE COMMANDERS, WHO SUEFER THE
PAINFUL OBLIGATION TO DECIDE AND TO ACT, TO DESERVE TO
EE MET ON HIGH GROUND. IT IS TERRIBLY EASY TO EXPLOIT
COM BAT DEATHS IN CRITICIZING THE OFFERS; DEATH IS
ALWAYS SO CERTAIN, AND THE RATIONALE FOR RISKING IT
CAN NEVER BE BEYOND DOUBT. PARA WHAT DISTRUBS US
AB OUT SENATOR KENNEDY AND OTHER CRITICS OF THE
RECENT BATTLE OF APBIA MOUNTAIN IS THAT THEY SHOW SO
LITTLE EFF ORT 0 UNDERSTAND THE COMMANDERS' STRATEGIC
RATIONALE. THE DEATHS ON THE MOUNTAIN ARE C ON DEMNED
AS IRRESPONSIBLE. AI THE SAME TIME THERE IS NO REAL
EFFORT TO RECOGNIZE LET ALONE REFUTE, THE COMMANDERS'
ELIEF THAT THE STRATEGY THAT RESULTED IN THESE
CASUALTIES WILL PREVENT GREATER CASUALTIES LATER.
PARA IN VIETNAM THE ENEMY'S GREAT SKILL SEEMS TO
BE OVERTLY MASSING FOR THE ASAULT. HIS LOGISTICAL
BASE PRECEDES HIS ATTACK FORCES WITH SUPPLIES CARE-
FULLY STOCKPILED IN ADVANCE. THIS ADVANCE SUPPLY
EASE ALLOWS HIM TO BRING UP TROOPS QUITELY AND QUICKLY,
TO LAUNCH ATTACKSV WITH THE SUDDEN FEROCITY OF THE
GREAT TET OFFENSIVE. PARA OUR COMMANDERS HAVE DECIDED
THE WAY TO CONTACT SITES IS TO DISRUPT THE SECRET
ST CC KPILES, AND TO ATTACK ENEMY TROOPS IN BASE CAMPS
EEFORE THEY ADVANCE. WHEN WE SEND TROOPS INTO HIS SUPPLY
NUBS AND BASE AREAS SUCH AS THE ASHAU VALLEY, SOMETIMES
THERE WILL BE BLOODY BATTLES. IN THE LONG RUN, HOWEVER,
THE COMMANDERS SAY THE DEATHS WILL BE FEWER THAN IF
WE ALLOW THE ENEMY TO BUILD HIS LOGISTICAL BASE IN
PREPARATION FOR AN OTHER OFFENSIVE. PARA THIS RATIONALE

10 INTELLECTUAL
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\ESTIMATES A FREE ELECTI M WOULD GIVE THEM. PA RA BUT IF 
THE CQIIMAtiDERS· RATIONALE IS NOT INVULNERABLE, NEITHER 
IS IT FOOLISH OR IRRESPONSIBLE. THE NOTtON THAT THE ENEMY 

- WILL DESIST IS NOT EASY TO SEE TO CQlfMANDERS WHO REMEMBER 
MIS I>UPLIClT'Y IN THE 1'68 TET "TRUCE" AND ENSUING OfFEN­
SIVE. QUITE pa;SIBLY THE C(fIIMUNIST NEGOTIATI.a POSTURE 

'CAN BE INFLUENCE D M ORE BY SH OWlN G OUR MIL ITARY PRO\IIESS 
tHAN 'BY SHOWING OUR GOOD FAITH. PARA WHICH SET (f" ASSUMP­
TIafS IS NEARER THE TRUTH AT THIS POINT MAY WELL BE It 
IEPAT! THE NATle. OUGHT TO HAVE. IN ANY CAS!: THE PARTICI­
PANTS SHOULD MEET UtE CatMANOERS· RATICt4ALE EXP1.!ClTY-AND 
HiA 0.- a., NOT BY MA KIN G ANY PART ICULAR BATTLE CRAN Y 
PART ICULAR DEATHS THE TEST OF' AN ENT IRE STRATEGY. PARA 
FOR IHTHE PRESENT WAR AS, IN PAST WARS, THERE IS NO 
STRAVTEBY GUARANTEED TO AVOID DEATH ENTIRELY. TO PLAY ON 
m[ 6JtIEF (F PARTICULAR DEATHS. TO FUSS OVER TJiE 
C(J(MANOERS· REAS(WS FOR 8ELIEVING THE MEN HAVE NOT DIED 
IN VA IN IS MOT ()IL Y TO A BUSE THE C tMMANPERS SU 
TO AfllSE THE HCfiORED DEAD. UftQUOTE 
2. VA fI4 PtE BARDS ~ J 
caul NOlEr PRECEDENCE ITOR TRAHSMISSICfi ONLY. 
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PERNAPSMT HIN ALORE. MARRINAR PERHAPS
18te WILLING LESSTO

THAN 20 PERCENT SLICE POLITICAL POWER If SOUTH VIETRAM THE

WESTIMATES A FREE ELECTION WOULD GIVE THEM. PARA BUT IF
THE COMMANDERS' RATIONALE IS NOT INV UL NE RABLE, NEITHER
IS IT FOOLISH OR IRRESPONSIBLE. THE NOTION THAT THE ENEMY
WILL DESIST IS N OT EASY TO SEE TO COMMANDERS WHO REMEMBER
HIS DUPLICITY IN THE 1968 TET "TRUCE" AND ENSUING OFFEN-
SIVE. QUITE POSSIBLY THE COMMUNIST NEGOTIATING POSTURE
CAN BE INFLUENCED M ORE BY SHOWING OUR MILITARY PROWESS
THAN BY SHOWING OUR GOOD FAITH. PARA WHICH SET OF ASSUMP-
TIONS IS NEARER THE TRUTH AT THIS POINT MAY WELL BE A
DE BAT E THE NATION OUGHT TO HAVE. IN ANY CASE THE PARTICI-
PANTS SHOULD MEET THE COMMANDERS' RATIONALE EXPLICITY-AND
HEAD-ON, N OT BY MAKING ANY PARTICULAR BATTLE OR ANY
PARTICULAR DEATHS THE TEST OF AN ENTIRE STRATEGY. PARA
FOR IN THE PRESENT WAR AS IN PAST WARS, THERE IS NO
STRAVTEGY GUA RANTEED TO AVOID DEATH ENTIRELY. TO PLAY ON
THE GRIEF OF PARTICULAR DEATHS, TO FUSS OVER THE
COMMANDERS' REA S ON S FOR BELIEVING THE MEN HAVE NOT DIED
IN VAIN IS NOT ONLY TO ABUSE THE COMMANDERS BU
TO A BU SE THE H ON ORED DEAD. UNQUOTE

&2. WA RM REGARDS
COMM NOTE: PRECEDENCE o OR TRANSMISSION ONLY.

# 35DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
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DATEOPERATION CODE
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ERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
1,2,3, 41-1 INFORMATION e 0817012 COPIES RECOOFCOPY#-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE SECRET EYES ONLYOUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG

DCG AIR

Hopbeen
I2 C/S

D C/S

D C/S DM

HB6/9
IS/S/

G-1

G-2

G-3

HAS
BEEN

G-4
G-5
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CAP
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EMB/TRANS
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H&S CO
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U lJ()i'ItH~ LIlI F. tli III M./UI' - a 01' ~ 
1: @ C,S IIU \;I (6)I" SO. /01 r:::.-
CG FIRST MARDIV (. 
CG THIRD MARtfIV·'~ 
CG FIRST MAW 
CG AME~IbAL DIV , 
CG 101ST ABH DIV (AM) 
ZEN/CG FORLOGCOMD 
ZEM 
SEC RET EYES ONLY 

li:!lXMO 

li.:I'Iooa 
," 

.r.J,:!lNN3:9: 

ua~g 

uaDg 

ua~g 

FOR LTGEN STILWELL, MGENS,SIMPSON, JONES, QUILTER, RAMSEY, 
WRIGHT AND BGEN FEELEY FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
1. THE FOLLOWING ~ESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
o 080435Z ' 
FM GEN ROSSON DEPCOMUSMACV 
TO LTG MILDREN DCG USARV 
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV 
GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF 
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV 
LTG EWELL CG II FFORCEV 
MG WETHERILL CG DMAC 
YSQKOLC/COL RHEAULT 5TH SFG/SSO I FFV 
ZEN 
SEC RET MAC 7290 EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT: ENEMY USE OF UNKNOWN CHEMICAL AGENTS (C) 
THIS MESSAGE, IN TWO PARTS. PART ONE: GENERAL INFORMATION 
1. ec) DURING THE PAST NINE MONTHS FOUR INSTANCES OF SUSPECTED 
ENEMY USE OF AN UNKNOWN CHEMICAL AGENT IN RVN HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED.' THESE INCIDENTS ARE suMMARIZED IN PART TWO. 
2. (S) NO KNOWN CHEMICAL AGENT WILL CAUSE THE COMBINATION OF 
EFFECTS REPORTED IN ANY OF THE INCIDENTS. THE AGENT (OR AGENTS) 
APPEARS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING GREATER PHYSICAL INCAPACITATION THAN, 
AGtNTS PRESENTLY USED BY THE US, AND MAY HAVE ACHIEVED TEMPORARY 
MENTAL INCAPACITATION. 
3. (C) ALL REPORTED USAGE HAS BEEN ON A SMALL SCALE. NO EVIDENCE 
HAS BEEN FOUND TO INDICAtE ANY CAPABILITY FOR LARGE SCALE ' 
ATTACKS. ALTHOUGH RECENT CACHE SEIZURES HAVE PRODUCED A FEW SETS 
OF PROTECTIV~ CLOTHING AND QUANTITIES OF SOVIET "SCHLEM" MASKS, 
THESE DISCOVERIES DO NOT, IN THEMSELVES, CLARIFY ENEMY INTENTIONS 
OR CAPABILITIES. I 

4. (e) EFFORTS ARE BEING INTENSIFIED TO OBTAIN AGENT SAMPLES AND 
TECHNICAL EVALUATIONS OF FUTURE INCIDENTS. PROMPT INVESTIGATION OF 
ANY FUTURE INCIDENTS BY MEDICAL, CHEMICAL, AND INTELLIGENCE 

IS, DESIRE'D. CARE SHOULD BE 1 AKEN TOPRECI..UIJE AIH'JUSI·tiG 
Qlili OW L\I TlHH) P S. 
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CG FIRST MARDIV
CG THIRD MARDIV
CG FIRST MAW
CG AMERICAL DIV
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ZEN/CG FORLOGCOMD
ZEM
S E R E T EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN STILWELL, MGENS SIMPSON, JONES, QUILTER, RAMSEY,
WRIGHT AND BGEN FEELEY FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
0 0804352
FM GEN ROSSON DEPCOMUSMACV
TO LTG MILDREN DCG USARV
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV
GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV
LTG EWELL CG II FFORCEV
MG WETHERILL CG DMAC
YSQKOLC/COL RHEAULT 5TH SFG/SSO I FFV
ZEM
SECRET MAC 7290 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: ENEMY USE OF UNKNOWN CHEMICAL AGENTS (C)
THIS MESSAGE IN TWO PARTS. PART ONE: GENERAL INFORMATION
1. (C) DURING THE PAST NINE MONTHS FOUR INSTANCES OF SUSPECTED
ENEMY USE OF AN UNKNOWN CHEMICAL AGENT IN RVN HAVE BEEN
REPORTED. THESE INCIDENTS ARE SUMMARIZED IN PART TWO.
2. (S) NO KNOWN CHEMICAL AGENT WILL CAUSE THE COMBINATION OF
EFFECTS REPORTED IN ANY OF THE INCIDENTS. THE AGENT (OR AGENTS)
APPEARS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING GREATER PHYSICAL INCAPACITATION THAN
AGENTS PRESENTLY USED BY THE US, AND MAY HAVE ACHIEVED TEMPORARY
MENTAL INCAPACITATION.
3. (C) ALL REPORTED USAGE HAS BEEN ON A SMALL SCALE. NO EVIDENCE
HAS BEEN FOUND TO INDICATE ANY CAPABILITY FOR LARGE SCALE
ATTACKS. ALTHOUGH RECENT CACHE SEIZURES HAVE PRODUCED A FEW SETS
OF PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND QUANTITIES OF SOVIET "SCHLEM" MASKS,
THESE DISCOVERIES DO NOT, IN THEMSELVES, CLARIFY ENEMY INTENTIONS
OR CAPABILITIES.
4. (c) EFFORTS ARE BEING INTENSIFIED TO OBTAIN AGENT SAMPLES AND
TECHNICAL EVALUATIONS OF FUTURE INCIDENTS. PROMPT INVESTIGATION OF
ANY FUTURE INCIDENTS BY MEDICAL, CHEMICAL, AND INTELLIGENCE
PERSONNEL IS DESIRED. CARE SHOULD BE TAKEN TO PRECLUDE AROUSING

AMONG OUR OWN TROOPS.
OF INCIDENTS.
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~.' c.ca· Itt' st:,fn:.ER "'S A PF PLAHH3N ,Pi'Fil.SIft: POSITIGI HI 
I Q:UtAJI~ Ie A I , NO'V 1 It C[ fU:Ca: IV[ DIl M()I T A;t AT T A,CI wllel 1 IIhCLlf"lJ $~.i: 

CHEMICAL ROUNDS. A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF' THE PLAtOO1'\J VOtlfltt'D 
SHORTLY ~FTER THE AGENT CLOUD PASSED THEIR POSITION. MOST OF THE 
PLATOON EXPER IENCED SLIGHT TE'ARING, BUR N,ING_,5ENSATION IN THE 
NOSE, HEADACHE, RAPID BREATHING, AND DIZZINESS. FOUR MEN LOST 
CONSCIOUSNESS AFTER 15-20 MINUTES. THREE OF THESE FOUR REMAINED 
UNCONSCIOUS APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS. ALL PERSONNEL'WERE FULLY 
RECOVERED IN ABOUT TWELVE HOURS WITH'NO APPARENT AFTER EFFECTS. 
EVAL11A-TI-6-NCONCLUI1ED' THEAGE-NT -USES 'WASNe'f 'C-5. 
2. (C) ON 20 MARCH 1965 A PATROL OF 7 US AND 21 INDIGENOUS 
PERSONNEL IN TAYNINH PROVINCE REPORTED AN UNKNOWN CHEMICAL AGENT 
ATTACK. WHILE CONDUCTING AN OPERATION, THE PATR_OL OBSERVED THE 
LOW ORDER DETONATION OF ONE B-40 ROCKET ABOUT 15 METERS TO THEIR 

"FRONT. THE LEADING ELEMENT IMMEDIATELY EXPERIENCED NAUSEA AND 
VOMITING. THE ENTIRE GROUP EXPERIENCED LETHARGY AND TIREDNESS. 
A NUMBER ALSO EXPERIENCED PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS SUCH AS APATHY 
AND LACK OF INTEREST IN WHAT WAS HAPPENING. 
3. (C) ON 4 MAY 1969. A 15-MAN MARINE ELEMENT WAS AMBUSHED, TOOK 
5 CASUALTIES ,AND WITHDREW FROM THE AM&USH AREA. AFTER WITHDRAWING, 
THE PERSONNEL EXPERIENCED MILD BURNING OF THE SKIN AND ONE MAN 
VOMITED SEVERAL TIMES. SEVERAL HOURS LATER THE REMAINDER OF THE 
ELEMENT RETURNED TO THE AMBUSH SITE. THE ENEMY HAD APPARENTLY 
WITHDRAWN. THE ELEMENT CAME UNDER tHE EFFECTS OF AN UNKNOWN CHEMI­
CAL AGENT. ALL 10 MEN EXPERIENCED DIZZINESS, NAUSEA, MUSCLE 
SPASMS, BLURRED VISION, HEADACHES, LOSS OF EQUILIBRIUM AND COOR­
DINATION, MUSCLE PARALYSIS, AND EXTRElYIE, WEAKNESS. TWO MEN COLLAPSED. 
ALL HAD 1ST DEGREE BURNS ON EXPOSED SKIN. NONE EXPERIENCED TEARING 
OR SHORTNESS OF BREATH. ALL MEN EXPERIENCED WEAKNESS, VISION 
IMPAIRMENT AND A -HANG-OVER" SYNDROME FOR 3-5 DAYS AFTER EXPOSURE. 
SUSPECTED MEANS OF AGENT DISSEMINATION WAS BY COMMAND DETONATED 
MINES, BOOBYHRAPS AND/OR HAND GRENADES. ' 
4. (C) ON 24 APRIL 1969 AN EXPERIENCED PLATOOl OF MARINES IN 
QUANG TRI PROVINCE WAS INVESTIGATING AN ENEMY TUNNEL. ONE MAN, 
AFTER EXPLORING THE TUNNEL FOR A TIME AND UPON HEARING DIGGING 
SOUNDS. WAS ORDERED TO COME UP. DURIN~EGRESS HE COMPLAINED OF 
FEELING "WEAK AND FUNNY", DROPPED HIS W,EAPON, LET GO 'OF THE ROPE 
BEING USED TO PULL HIM OUT, GROANED, AND FELL BACK INTO THE TUNNEL. 
A SECOND MAN WAS LOWERED AND COMPLAINED ~F DIFFICULTY lIN BREATHING. 
THE SURfACE CREW HEARD SOUNDS LIKE SNORI'NG. TWO ADDITIONAL MEN 
ATTEMPTED TO ENTER THE HOLE BUT WERE DRIVEN BACK BY UNIDENTIFIABLE, 
FUMES. A PROTECTIVE MASK WAS OBTAINED AND-ONE SERGEANT ENTERED 
THE HOLE AND RETRIEVED THE BODIES OF THE TWO MEN. AUTOPSIES ON THE 
USS REPOSE, MADE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF CIRC,J,JMSTANCES OF THE DEATHS, 
REVEALED DEATH BY RESPIRATORY ASPHYXIATION~ 

\ 
\. 

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY.~. 
DELIVER DUR ING WORKING' HOURS. .~'\ \ -#.:17(:1) 

Q'~4 ~ 
/ 
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1. (C) IN SEPTEMBER 1968 A PF PLATOON DEFENSIVE POSITION IN
QUANG NGAI PROVINCE RECEIVED A MORTAR ATTACK WHICH INCLUDED SOME
CHEMICAL ROUNDS. A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF THE PLATOON VOMITED
SHORTLY AFTER THE AGENT CLOUD PASSED THEIR POSITION. MOST OF THE
PLATOON EXPERIENCED SLIGHT TEARING, BURNING SENSATION IN THE
NOSE, HEADACHE, RAPID BREATHING, AND DIZZINESS. FOUR MEN LOST
CONSCIOUSNESS AFTER 15-20 MINUTES. THREE OF THESE FOUR REMAINED
UNCONSCIOUS APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS. ALL PERSONNEL WERE FULLY
RECOVERED IN ABOUT TWELVE HOURS WITH NO APPARENT AFTER EFFECTS.
EVALUATION CONCLUDED THE AGENT USED WAS NOT CS.
2. (C) ON 20 MARCH 1965 A PATROL OF 7 US AND 21 INDIGENOUS
PERSONNEL IN TAY NINH PROVINCE REPORTED AN UNKNOWN CHEMICAL AGENT
ATTACK. WHILE CONDUCTING AN OPERATION, THE PATROL OBSERVED THE
LOW ORDER DETONATION OF ONE B-40 ROCKET ABOUT 15 METERS TO THEIR
FRONT. THE LEADING ELEMENT IMMEDIATELY EXPERIENCED NAUSEA AND
VOMITING. THE ENTIRE GROUP EXPERIENCED LETHARGY AND TIREDNESS.
A NUMBER ALSO EXPERIENCED PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS SUCH AS APATHY
AND LACK OF INTEREST IN WHAT WAS HAPPENING.
3. (C) ON 4 MAY 1969 A 15-MAN MARINE ELEMENT WAS AMBUSHED, TOOK
5 CASUALTIES AND WITHDREW FROM THE AMBUSH AREA. AFTER WITHDRAWING,
THE PERSONNEL EXPERIENCED MILD BURNING OF THE SKIN AND ONE MAN
VOMITED SEVERAL TIMES. SEVERAL HOURS LATER THE REMAINDER OF THE
ELEMENT RETURNED TO THE AMBUSH SITE. THE ENEMY HAD APPARENTLY
WITHDRAWN. THE ELEMENT CAME UNDER THE EFFECTS OF AN UNKNOWN CHEMI-
CAL AGENT. ALL 10 MEN EXPERIENCED DIZZINESS, NAUSEA, MUSCLE
SPASMS, BLURRED VISION, HEADACHES, LOSS OF EQUILIBRIUM AND COOR-
DINATION, MUSCLE PARALYSIS, AND EXTREME WEAKNESS. TWO MEN COLLAPSED.
ALL HAD 1ST DEGREE BURNS ON EXPOSED SKIN. NONE EXPERIENCED TEARING
OR SHORTNESS OF BREATH. ALL MEN EXPERIENCED WEAKNESS, VISION
IMPAIRMENT AND A "HANG-OVER" SYNDROME FOR 3-5 DAYS AFTER EXPOSURE.
SUSPECTED MEANS OF AGENT DISSEMINATION WAS BY COMMAND DETONATED
MINES, BOOBYHRAPS AND/OR HAND GRENADES.
4. (C) ON 24 APRIL 1969 AN EXPERIENCED PLATOON OF MARINES IN
QUANG TRI PROVINCE WAS INVESTIGATING AN ENEMY TUNNEL. ONE MAN,
AFTER EXPLORING THE TUNNEL FOR A TIME AND UPON HEARING DIGGING
SOUNDS, WAS ORDERED TO COME UP. DURING EGRESS HE COMPLAINED OF
FEELING "WEAK AND FUNNY", DROPPED HIS WEAPON, LET GO OF THE ROPE
BEING USED TO PULL HIM OUT, GROANED, AND FELL BACK INTO THE TUNNEL.
A SECOND MAN WAS LOWERED AND COMPLAINED OF DIFFICULTY IN BREATHING.
THE SURFACE CREW HEARD SOUNDS LIKE SNORING. TWO ADDITIONAL MEN
ATTEMPTED TO ENTER THE HOLE BUT WERE DRIVEN BACK BY UNIDENTIFIABLE
FUMES. A PROTECTIVE MASK WAS OBTAINED AND ONE SERGEANT ENTERED
THE HOLE AND RETRIEVED THE BODIES OF THE TWO MEN. AUTOPSIES ON THE
USS REPOSE, MADE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DEATHS,
REVEALED DEATH BY RESPIRATORY ASPHYXIATION.

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY.
#37(2)DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
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OPERATION CODE FROM IDATE ' 
X- ORIGINATOR CG 11'1 MAF 0g JUN 6g A- ACT ION ICOGNIZANCE 
C-COMMENT IRECOMMENOATJON SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE 
1- I NFORMAT ION 

0g0710Z JUN 6'1 COpy.,. ot OF U; S-SIGNATURE COPIES RECD 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT FOR BGEN W Il L I AMS AND Br.EN CARNE' 
CG REMARKS 
DCG 

DCa AIR - ,/CJRIG - sis 2- CIS ~- 1 
DCIS 

., 

DClS OM 
REL - CG 

I 

L SIS _ z::.. ~/9 _ ~ ~ 
G-I / . 
G-2 

r--" 

G-3 
·_f !li'iM;::- (~l"';';'~""'9 , 

It W ;~i i . G-4 t f;"ffilll~, (!i \~ ~" .. 
G-5 

, 
~ ~:. ),1 r\~ 'il;Z;.;J:.t7 r ; 

G-6 

ADJ 

CAP 

CHAP 
COMP HAS BEEN SENT CORDS 
DENT 

~ANS 

ENGR 

FOODS 
HBSCO 

INSP 
ISO -

LEGAL 

MTO 

MED 

OPANAL 

ORO 

PMO 
POSTAL 

~ 

PROTO 
PSYOPS 

REPRO 

SPL SERV 

SUPPLY I 

sac 

/" 

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 
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III MARINE AMP MIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE DATEFROM

X- ORIGINATOR CG MAF 09 JUN 69A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE
c-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE

COPY# 2 OF 6 COPIES RECD
I- INFORMATION

090710Z JUN 69S-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE
FOR BGEN WILLIAMS AND BGEN CARNEYOUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG

DCG AIR
ORIG - s/s2 C/S

DC/S
REL - CG

DC/S DM

6/9
HIS/S

G-1

G-2

G-3

FOR

G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP

HAS BEEN SENT
CORDS
DENT

EMB/TRANS
ENGR
FOODS
H8S CO

INSP
ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
REPRO
SPL SERV
SUPPLY
S&C
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THIS CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE ASSIGNED A FILE NUMBER AS LISTED BELOW. 

FILE NUMBER ______ _ 
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RETAINED BY SECTION 
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NNNNPTTEZYUW RHMMAFAR222 16007U0~EEEE=oRUABQLo 
ZNY·EEEEE 
P 0901R0Z JUN 69 
r~ CG XU MtiF 
TO RU~8QL/CG NXNTH MAS 
aT 
UNCLAS E If T 0 
FOR EGEN WIllIAMS AND BGEN CARNEY FRO~ liGEN NXCKERSON 
10 FOR BGEN WILLX_MSB AS YOU RELINQUISH CO~!~ND OF THE 
NHITH MoilR! N£ tl~PH!BIOUS SR IGADE YOU CAN BE Just lFl~Bt y 
PROUD OF ITS f1ANY eo NfFH SO'f IONS IN CO!'l!BAtlNG THE cor~MUNIS1 
ENEMV HI THE· REPUBLIC OF' VIEtNAMo TX'lE AND AGAIN NINTH 
Mf.\B AIR AND GROUND UNX!S ~IERE CAULED UPON WHEN ADDIT!ONAL 
COMBAT PO~lER t~AS NEEDEDo THE READXNESS OF THE NINTH MAS TO 
REACT RAPIDLY FOR ~~PHIEXOUS OPERATIONS AND TO CHANGING 
'liIlCTICAl.. SITUATIONS ASSURED XU MAl'" A HIGH DEGREE OF 
F1.EXIBIL nit AND tI UNIQUE ABILITV 10 SIR! KE QUIC~{l Y lHTH· 
SURPRXSE~ TO M~SS OR TO ECONOMIZE FORCES ANYWHERE IN 
~crzQ UNDER YOUR tE~OERSHIP THESE FINELY HONED 
READY AMPHIBIOUS FORCES SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCED OUR COMBAT 
OPERJiTWNS o MAMELUKE THRUST XIII SUSSEX B~Yo flJAUX PEAK o 
ME~DE RIVER, BOLD MARINER/RUSSELL, BEACH 9 TAYLOR CO~MONo 

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA i222 UNCLAS E F' t 0 
OARXNG REBEL ARE OPERATIONS SHARED BY VOUR UNITS WHXCH PLACE 
9TH ~!tlB XN THE PAGES OF' i'IlARXNE CORPS HISTORVo GODSPEED AND 
BEST WISHES IN YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENt 0 

~o FOR BGEN CARNEYg MY WEARIEST CONGRATUlAfXONS ON YOUR 
ASSIGNMENT trlS COMMANDING GENERAl. OF' OUR NINTH ~1MHNE 
AMPMYBWUS BRIGADE() NQ:r NE\I,1 fO ~JES'!PAC AND RV'N ENVIRONMENT v 
I ~M FULLY CONFIDENT THAt UNDER YOUR lE~DERSHIP THE NINTH 
MAS ~ND EVERV ELEMENT Or Xf WILt eON!XNUE fO MAXNTAIN A 
HIGH sr~tE OF RE~DiNESS FOR COMBAT WHENEVER AND WHEREVER 
tHEY ~IGHr 8E NEEDEO@ OUij BEST WISHES FOR CONTINUED 
SUCCESSo lLU:·UTENJ.\t\ll' GENERAL NXCKERSON o COM!VJANDING GENERAt ll 
III MARINE AMPHIBXOUS FOReEo 
81 

1222 

COpy ~ OF (P COPiES 
:o:::==r= .-.... 
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NNNNPITEZYUU RHMMAFA1222 1600710-EEEE-0RUABOL.
ZNY EEEEE
P 0907102 JUN 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUABOL/CG NINTH MAB
BT
UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR BGEN WILLIAMS AND BGEN CARNEY FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
10 FOR BGEN WILLIAMS: AS YOU RELINQUISH COMMAND OF THE
NINTH MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE YOU CAN BE JUSTIFIABLY
PROUD OF ITS MANY CONTRIBUTIONS IN COMBATING THE COMMUNIST
ENEMY IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. TIME AND AGAIN NINTH
MAB AIR AND GROUND UNITS WERE CALLED UPON WHEN ADDITIONAL
COMBAT POWER WAS NEEDED. THE READINESS OF THE NINTH MAB TO
REACT RAPIDLY FOR AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS AND TO CHANGING
TACTICAL SITUATIONS ASSURED III MAF A HIGH DEGREE OF
FLEXIBILITY AND A UNIQUE ABILITY TO STRIKE QUICKLY WITH
SURPRISE, TO MASS OR TO ECONOMIZE FORCES ANYWHERE IN
ICTZ. UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP THESE FINELY HONED
READY AMPHIBIOUS FORCES SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCED OUR COMBAT
OPERATIONS. MAMELUKE THRUST II, SUSSEX BAY, MAUI PEAK,
MEADE RIVER, BOLD MARINER/RUSSELL BEACH, TAYLOR COMMON,

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 1222 UNCLAS E F I 0
DARING REBEL ARE OPERATIONS SHARED BY YOUR UNITS WHICH PLACE
9TH MAB IN THE PAGES OF MARINE CORPS HISTORY. GODSPEED AND
BEST WISHES IN YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT
2. FOR BGEN CARNEY: MY HEARIEST CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR
ASSIGNMENT AS COMMANDING GENERAL OF OUR NINTH MARINE
AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE. NOT NEW TO WESTPAC AND RVN ENVIRONMENT
I AM FULLY CONFIDENT THAT UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP THE NINTH
MAB AND EVERY ELEMENT OF IT WILL CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN A
HIGH STATE OF READINESS FOR COMBAT WHENEVER AND WHEREVER
THEY MIGHT BE NEEDED. OUR BEST WISHES FOR CONTINUED
SUCCESS. LIEUTENANT GENERAL NICKERSON, COMMANDING GENERAL,
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE.
BT
1222

COPY
2 OF 6 COPIES
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A-ACTION/COONIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3,:- INFORMATION P 111313Z COPIES RECOCOPY# OFS-SIGNATURE

SU JECTDATE
INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE SECRETOUTIN

CG REMARKS /
DCG

DCG AIR

2 C/S

D C/S

D C/S DM

6/12IS/S
G-1

G-2

G-3
G-4

HAS BEEM

G-5
G-6

ADJ
CAP

SENT

COROS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP
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OP ANAL
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~:3:XMa ua~g 

X:3:'IOOa ua~g 

.L.:t:RNN:3:g ua~g . 
3'1Va~NnOX ua~W 

" . NOS~:3:}I;:)Hl ua~+'1 

,".v .. . ,' 
\lIN + a.:rba'd 'ldaoO\t 

P 1113 13Z 
rlYJ CG I II 11A F 
TO SSO AMERlCAL DIV 
ZEM -0 

SEC RET 
LTGEN NICHERSON CG III ~lAF SEWS FOR l'1GEN RAMSEY ill AMEHIC{·,L DIV 
A. SSO AMER reAL D IV A Q) 531EO 110110[: ,J UN69 
1. WHILE Tit: RAT IONALE IN REF' A TO Tl!:RlvlI~E PHASii: I IS 
APPRECIATED, BOTH GENEHAL LAM AID 111"'fflft:--~Bl!;LI£VE THAT THERE 
ARE Sf ILL MA NY T HIN3S TO Bt!: LEAfU'IlED IN WEST£itNQUANG T IN. THE 
LOC'S HAVE Nor f£EN r HuROUHl Y I~ECONNOITEliED, INTELLIGENCe:: OF' 
THE AREA PROXIf~ATE TO THE LAOS BORDETt HAS Nor BEEN 
VEEOPED, 
NOR DO W£. HAVE A CI,..EAH PICTURE OJ' THE LINeS OF COtlJi1lUNICATION 
IN CENTRAL QUANG I IN. TO DEVELOP T HIS NEEDED aITELLIGE NeE, 

lSE; NERAL LAf1 AND I, I fR OUGH 0 LR RESPE cr IVE CHl-dHIELS, liE QUESTED 
AND RECEIVED APPROVAL I'm AN EXTEJ~SION OF PnOJEGf DELTA IN 
Q~NG T IN; THEREFORE, I AlYJ REASSIGNING OPCON OF DELtA FORCES 
TO YOU BY SEPARATE: MESSAGE. 
WARM REGARDS 
GP:'4 
145 
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LLENNER e

NOSHEXOIN

7A/N

P 11 13 132
FM CG III MAF
TO SSO AMERICAL DIV
ZEM
SECRET
LIGEN NICKERSON CG III MAF SENDS FOR MGEN RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
A. SSO AMERICAL D IV A DD 537E0 110110Z JUN69
1. WHILE THE RATIONALE IN REF A TO TERMINATE PHASE I IS
APPRE CIATED, BOTH GENERAL LAM AND MYSEL F BELIEVE THAT THERE
ARE ST ILL MANY THINGS TO BE LEARNED IN WESTERN QUANG TIN. THE
LOC'S HAVE NOT BEEN I HOROUGHLY RE CONNOITERED, INTELLIGENCE OF
THE AREA PROXIMATE TO THE LAOS BORDER HAS NOT BEEN
VEEOPED,
NOR DO WE HAVE A CLEAR PICTURE OF THE LINES OF COMMUNICATION
IN CENTRAL QUA NG TIN. TO DEVELOP THIS NE ED ED INTELLIGENCE,
GENERAL LAM AND I, THROUGH OUR RESPECCT IVE CHANNELS, REQUESTED
AND RECEIVED APPROVAL FOR AN EXTENSION OF PROJECT DELTA IN
QUANG TIN; THEREFORE, I AM REASSIGNING OP CO N OF DELIA FOR CE S
TO YOU BY SEPARATE MESSAGE.
WARM REGARDS
GP-4
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OP PIERCE VALLEY, PHASE II (U) 
A. CG III MAF 250956l MAY 69 
B. C0\4USMACV 070J5?l. JUN 69 

• e' 

1. WITH THE RETU~1Il Of DELTA FORCE IT IS MY INTENTIO"1 
TO CONT prUE PHASE I RECON OPS IN KHAM D UCF,o 614 AREA. 
2. BASED UPON RESULTS OF THEIR OPS AND OTHER RECON 
EFfORTS I A~l DEfERR ING DEr:TSION O~J PHASE II ~ PS UNT IL 
FIRST WEEK~r:' JULY AND WILL Sf ADVISE YOU AT THAT TIME. 
GP -4 
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FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
INFO MGEN RAMSEY
OP PIERCE VALLEY, PHASE II (U)
A. CG III MAF 25 095 6Z MAY 69
B. COMUSMACV 079952Z JUN 69
1. WITH THE RETURN OF DELTA FORCE IT IS MY INTENTION
TO CONTINUE PHASE I RECON OPS IN KHAM DUC/30 614 AREA.
2. BASED UPON RESULTS OF THEIR OPS AND OTHER RECON
EFFORTS I AM DEFERRING DECISION ON PHASE II ^PS UNTIL
FIRST WEEK or JULY AND WILL S ADVISE YOU AT THAT TIME.
GP -4
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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FM CG III MAF
IO RUHDSAF/COMSEVENTHELT
BT
SECRET
PERSONAL FOR VADM BRINGLE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
US NAVY TACAIR SORTIES (U)
to (S) DURING YOUR LAST VISIT YOU MENTIONED THAT
ADDITIONAL SORTIES COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE IN ICTZ SINCE
THE REQUIREMENT FOR NAVY OUT-OF-COUNTRY SORTIES HAS BEEN
REDUCED BY 7TH AF. MY STAFF HAS MADE LIAISON WITH HORN
DASC TO GET LOCAL AF VIEWPOINT AND DETERMINE WHAT CONTROL
PROCEDURES CAN BE ARRANGED. RESULTS OF THESE MEETINGS
INDICATE NO PROBLEMS CAN BE FORESEEN IN CONTROL, AND
GENERALLY SPEAKING, EXCEPT FOR PERIODS OF BAD WEATHER, WE
CAN EFFECTIVELY UTILIZE MANY MORE SORTIES THAN ARE PRESENTLY
ALLOCATED THROUGH MACV. OF COURSE, SATURATION IS POSSIBLE
DURING PERIODS OF BAD WEATHER SINCE THE ASRT'S AND MSQ S
ARE LIMITED AT ANY ONE TIME.
2. (S) AS YOU KNOW, ALL SORTIES FLOWN, WHETHER IN OR OUT OF

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2389 SECRET
COUNTRY, ARE CLOSELY ALLOCATED AND CONTROLLED BY COMUSMACV.
IN VIEW OF SINGLE MANAGEMENT OF ALL TACAIR ASSETS IN COUNTRY
IT WOULD NOT BE PRUDENT FOR ME TO REQUEST ADDITIONAL NAVY
SORTIES FOR ICTL. THIS MIGHT JEOPARDIZE PRESENT ALLOCATION
OF MY OWN MARINE FORCES. HOWEVER, I CAN ACCEPT ADDITIONAL
DIVERTS ON A NON-SCHEDULED BASIS. THEREFORE. I SUGGEST AS A
MEANS OF OBTAINING YOUR EXCESS SORTIES, THAT YOUR STAFF CONTACT
7TH AF PACC FOR APPROVAL. ARRANGEMENTS MIGHT BE MADE WHEREBY
CARRIER BASED FLIGHTS CHECK IN WITH PANAMA/VICE SQD ON SHORT NOTICE,
ENTER THE CONTROL SYSTEM, AND BE ASSIGNED IN-COUNTRY MISSIONS
AS NEEDED, IN THE SAME MANNER AS DIVERTS ARE PRESENTLY USED.
NONE OF THESE SORTIES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED PRE-PLANNED.
3. (S) LE YOU CONCUR I WILL HAVE MY LIAISON OFFICER, COL
C E SCHMIDT, LOOK INTO THE MATTER AT 7TH AF. I APPRECIATE YOUR
OFFER AND ASSURE YOU THAT WE CAN MAKE EVERY SORTIE A USEFUL
ONE. WARM REGARDS.
GP-0
BT
2389
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAIGON 12161

FOR LTS NICKERSON FROM THE AMBASSADOR

1. MY WIFE AND I WOULD LIKE TO INVITE MARKNE 1ST IT. ROBERT
CURTIS, 3101847, B, COMPANY, 3RD MOTOR TRANSPORT SATTALION
3D MARINE DIVISION, TO TAXE ADVANTAGE OF AN UPCOMING SPECIAL
AIR MISSION I-39 TO KATHWANDU, NEPAL SO THAT HE NIGHT
SPEND HIS LEAVE OR R&R WITH MR. BOSTER, THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF MISSION,
KATHMANDU. THE AIRCRAFT WILL DEPART SAIGON ON JUNE 24 AND
RETURN APPROXIMATELY JULY 1. I WOULD APPRECIACE IT IF YOU
WOULD LOOK INTO THE POSSIBILITY THAT LT. CURTES MAY BE AUTHORIZED
ORDINARY OR R&R LEAVE SO THAT KE MIGHT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS
FLIGHT.

E. UPON ARRIVAL KATHMANDU, CURTIS MUST BE IN CIVILIAN
CLOTHES AND POSSESS A VALID US PASSPORT. PASSPORT MaY BE
OBTAINED FROM AMCONSUL, DANANG. VISA FOR NEPAL CAN BE
OBTAINED UPC N ARRIVAL. UNIFORM WILL NOT RPT NOT BE WORN IN
REPAL. PASSPORT NUMBER IS REQUIRED FOR CLEARANCE
PROCEDURES: PLEASE SEND AS SOON AS KNOWN.

3. BECAUSE OF EARLY DEPARTURE, CURITS SHOULD ARRIVE SAIGON
ON 23 JUNE AND CONTACT LTC O'BRIEN, ROOM 331, EMBASSY
TELEPHONE NEW EMBASSY 405 OR MACV 3410.
BUNKER
UNOUOTE
GP-A
BT
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