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THE MATTER OF NAVY PROVID ING COMMON SUPPORT TU YOUR MARINES IS
‘NOT THE ISSIE, THE ISSUE IS TH NAVY PRV ID ING COMMON SUPPOKT
TOTH ENTIRE I CTZ, A UNIQUE <OLE AND A VERY EXPENSIVE
ROLE FOR THE UeS. NAVY. THE U.Se ARMY EVENT UALLY ¥MUST ASSUME
TH COMMON SUPPORT FUNCTIONS IN ICIZ, THE TIMING IS THE QUEST ION.
1 MUST CONTINUE TO PERSUE A COWRS THAT WILL RESWT IN A FIRM
COMMMITAENT FROM USARV ON THE TIMING FUR THE TRANSFEx OF THIS
RESPONSIBDL. ITY, I WILL DO SO IN A WAY WHICH PERMITS FULL EXPRESSION
OF YOUR VIEWS AT ALL T IMES.
3. (TS) CONFIRMAT ION OF APPROPRIATENESS OF NSAD CUT'S, PHASE 3.
AS COMPONENT COMMANDER I WAS DIRECTED TO NOMINATE SPECIFIC
REDUCTIONS TO MEET A QUOTA ASSIGN:D Mz BY COMUSMACY TO BE READY
TO SUPPORT A PROSPECT IVE NAT IONAL POLICY DECISION. AT A MEET ING
ATTENDED BY YOUR RE PRESENTATIVES I RECQLAIMED THE SIZE OF NAVY 'S
QUOTA AND GENERAL ABRAMS MADE AN AD JUSTMENT WHICH nEDUCED NAVY S
QUOTA. I HAVE MADE THE SPECIFIC DETE:MINAT IONS AS TU WHICH
NAVAL ACTIVITIES ARE TO BE REDUCED TO FILL TH:T QUUTA. I MADE THE
BEST JUDGEMENT I COWD ASTO HOW BLST TO APPORT ION THESE
NUMEERS TO MAINTAIN SUPPORT OF THE WAR. 1 "JUDGE™ THaT THE
REDUCT ION AT NSAD WILL PERMIT TH.T ACTIVITY TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
COMMON SUPPORT FOR I CTZ, IF THE THKE<T AND DISTRIBUTIUN OF
ENEMY EFFORT REMAINS AS AT Pai ENT, BUT I CANNOT “VERIFY™ .NYMORE
THAN YOU CAN WHET HER THE REMAINING NUMBERS WILL SUPPORT
THE SPECIFIC LEVEL OF EFFORT REQUIRED TO MEET THE SPECIFIC
THREAT EXIST ING AT THE TIME A De CISION TO icDUCE THOSE FORCES
15 MADE. IF 1 AM CONSWTED PRIOR TO THE NEXT DECISION I CAN
COME CLOSER TO VERIFYING THE APPROPRIATENESS OF THESE NUMBERS
FOR THE SITUAT ION EXISTING AT THAT TIME. 1 AM HOPEFUL THAT BOTH
YOU AND I WILL EE SO CONSWTED.
4, (TS) CONFIRMATION OF APPROPRIATENESS OF NSAD CUTS, PHASE 5
AND CB BNS, ABOVE PHILOSOPHY PERTAINS ONLY MQRE SO.
5, (W) IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, I CANNOT AT T HIS TIME CORFIRH
ANY OF TW- SPECIFIC QUESTION YOU HAVE RAJISKED IN REF A. NOWEVER
J ODO MY BEST TV &EPM&QQWSI&W

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

¢

HEADQ&TERS

I MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

IITMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION . CODE

i X—~ ORIGINATOR
A—ACTION / COGNIZANCE

| = INFORMATION
S - SIGNATURE

i C~COMMENT / RECOMMENDATTON

FROM

]

‘ROUTEE‘ SECTION

C6

CODE

LG 1)

-

DATE

LAF 23 Jui 69

B

SERIAL® / CONTROL . DATE

DCG

DCG AIR

c/8

DC/S

'DC /S PLAN!

$/S

G-i

G-2

G-3

G-4

6-3

-

G-6

CAP

ADJ

v SORDS

TN B/ TRANS

ENGR

H&s Co

INSP

MTO

0P ANAL

ORD

PSY OPS |

SUPPLY |

'LEGAL

PMO

sac

£9___jcopys _ OF

COPIES RECO

|

EQ

REMARKS

‘THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
ORDER P5311.4_.

THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST gg
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS
DOCUMENT.

' ORIG 8/5
REL /S

.
o
L7

ARINE

e

"ORPC EYES ONLY

04

k)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

i

o

BT Lo

T0 ?h)é‘( P}i«du&‘a

BUS :3d/zga

fa ‘RO 8

15 au N?G%hﬁ??@“a

QUOTE w?a.&”/hu“ $E83 SERs @ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ@@‘@?

FROWe L@ﬁﬁam &&? GENERAL :
T0s ﬁGMﬁﬁﬁﬁER@ Ue §o WILITARY ASBISTANCE Qﬁ”%”ﬂﬁ
SUB.Je REDEPLOVMENT PLANNING
"REF: €ﬁ% COMMSYFORY LTR TO COMUSMACY 0% PIULES
{B) C@ﬁ%@ﬁwégw E@@?E”E JULGY

- 48y COMNAVFORV MEMO FOR ?ﬂfgg
i PARAGRAPH @’QF “??nfwﬁh €y
REDEFEPLOYHENT OF ?QW%% Sﬁr9aﬁg
UNITS MAINLY IN I CORPS. THE ?ﬁﬁ@ SL
ON THE PHASED FEbﬁ? I”a OF WARINE CORP
COMMON SUPPORT R LE SHIFTING FROM Y. 8

1

UNDER TWO OPTIONS.
FQRCE% I PHASE 4.

CIBES &ETH MARINE CORPS UNITS,

POSSIBILITIES AND ALTERNATIVES WHI H T NOW FACE,

AGREE WITH ANY ACTION WHICH WOULD REDUCE MY CAPAR!

SUCH A CRITICAL TIME. HY VIEWS ON THIS HAVE BEENY

VIOUSLY BY REFERENCE (B).

3. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, T RECOMMEND THAT YOU NOT

TION 8o

4o RELATIVE TO THE ABQVYE, REFERENCE (C) INDICATES
E 8

éaﬁﬁ GF FOUR (4) NAVY WOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTAL 10K

IN I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE,
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2, 1 CANNOT AMD DO NOT CONCUR IN OPTION &, 1 BELY
. THE  NEAR Fﬁidﬁ? HOLDS 816 NE ICANT CHANGES FOR 1 ©
S ZONE WHICH WILL TAX MY CURRENT SUPPORT SYSTEHW TC

REGARDLESS OF THE EXCELLENCE OF THE SUP PQPT PROVI

ARMY OR THE EXCELLENCE OF ANY TURNOVER PLAN DEVEL

TION OF SUCH & FLAN WOULD PRODUCE SOWE DIMUNITION

CAPABILITY IN I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE: CONSIDERING 7

: i et g
if} :aa c,“;a iT) o
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0 299%5& ZYH

™ C3 ILI MAF

10 €5 FMFPAC -

ZEM £

T O0OPGSE C R E T /JEYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM

LT GEN NICKERSON

1. THE FOL MSGS ARE QUOTED FOR YOWR INFO:

QUCTE:

0 2411362 ZYH ZFF=-6 ZFF=3

FM Gon ABRAMS COMUSMACY SAIGON VIET NAM

TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DA NANG VIETNAM

LT G CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV NHa TRANG VIET NAM

LTG EWELL CG II FFORCEV LONG BINH VIETNAM

VADY Z IMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON VIETNAM

MG WET HERILL CG DMAC Cafl THO VIETHAM

INFO LTG M ILDREN DCGUoARV LONG BINH VIEZT NAM

ZEM

T OPSE CR ET MAC 547 EY=35 ONLY

SUBJECT: NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT (W) -

f. (TS) 1 HAVE BEEW QUERIED BY HIGHZR AUTHORITY AS TO THE VALUE
OF NAVAL SHORE BOMBARDMENT OF TARGETS IN SVN.

2, (C) YOUR SPECIFIC COMMENT S ON THE NZED FOR AN EFFECT IVE Nz SS
OF NGFS ARE RE QUESTED ON A PRIORITY BASIS, FOR INCORPORATION INIO
A RESPONSE TO THIS RE QUEST. y

3., (U) YOUR RESPONSES ARE REQUESTED HWLT 261289H JuULY.

GP-4

UNQUOTE s

QUOTE ¢

0 251115Z ZYH ZFF-3 Z FF= 6

M COMNAVFORV

TO GEN ABRAMS, COMUStACY

INFO LTGEN NICKERSON, CG ILI MAF

LTG CORCORAN, CG I FFORGEV

LTIG EWELL, CG II FFORCEV

MG WETHERILL, CG DMAC

LT G MILDRLN, DCG USARV

ZEM

TOPSECRETEYS ONLY

NAVAL GUNF IRE SUPPORT (W

le (TS) VALIE OF NGFS VARIES AMONG THE FOLWR CTZ 'S.

I AND II CIZ ARE BURDERED 3Y RELATIVELY DEEP WATER

ALLONG THE COAST PERMITT ING NGFS COVERAGE :

OUr TO HEAR MAXIMWUM GUN RANGES. III AND IV CIZ ARE

GENERALLY BORDERED BY SHALL OWw WATER WHICH

LIMITS BOTH EFFECT IVE RANGES AND TARGET AREAS.

HOWEVER, IN ALL NAVIGAHLE AREAS NGFS REPRESENT S

A FLEXIELE MOBILE CAPABILITY WITH LONG STAY T IME

AND IS5 THUs PARTICULARLY VALUABLE IN APPLYING

. FORCE TO TAR®ETS INACCESSIBLE TO ART ILLERY. I DEFER
FOR EFFECT NENESS EVN.UATIDN: IN

- RESPONSIBILIT Y. :

DECLASSIFIED
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2, (TS) NGF5 HAS FRE QUENTLY PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN

THE PROTECTION OF SHIPPING TRANSIT ING THE RS .

PRIOR TO ACQUISIT ION OF THE VWA C ARTILLERY, IT

REPRE SENTED THE ONLY SURFACE SUPPORTING ARM AVAIL ABELE .
CURRENTLY, NGFS IS COMPLEME NT ING UT HER SUPPORTING ARMS
IN OUR INCREASED COMBINED ELFFORTS TO EL IM INATE SHIPPING
ATTACKS, AS PART OF THE VIET NAMIZATION OF THE WAR EFFORT ,
CONTINUED AVAILABILITY OF NGFS REPRESENTS ORNE MEANS OF
PROVIDING SUPPORT TO THE RVNAF AT A RELAT IVELY LOWw
IWESTMENT OF PER SONNEL AMD ZER0 INCREASE IN
IN-COUNTRY SPACES. ADDITIONALLY, NGFS REPRE3E T S

A SURGE CAPABILITY OF CONCE NTRATED FIREPOWER TO

REACT TO ANY INCREASED ENcMY ACTIVITY ALONG OR

NEAR THE SVUN COAST, ESPECIALLY AT THE DMZ.

GP-4 S -

UNQUUOTE s

QUOTE:

0 2605322 JUL 69

M CG III MAF

TO COMUaMACY

INFO COMNAV FORV

COMSEVENTHFLEET

B

TOPSEC CRET ‘

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRMMS FROM LTGEW NICKERSON

NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPRT (W)

A. COMUSMACV 241136Z JULSS .

1 () IN ACCORDANCE WITH RREF A THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE

SURMITTED ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF _NGFES., - - e
2. (T5) NGFS IS SELDOM AFFECIED BY WEATHER COMND IT IONS.
© THUS DURING THE MONSQOON SEASONS WHEN CLOSE AIR SUPPORT IS

. RESTRICTED, NGF IS FREQUENILY ONLY FIRE SUPPORT AV AILAELE

TO TROOPS., NGF FREQUENILY CAN STR IKE TARGETS THAT ARE OUT OF RANGE

OF OR IN DE FILADE FOR ART ILLERY; FOR EXAYPLE, CA CURRENTLY

ASSIGNED TO SUPPORT OPERATION DIRHAM PEAK FOR THE SPECIFIC

PURPOE OF STRIKING HARD TARGET S IN THE QUE SON MOUNT AIN

AREA WHICH ARE IN DEFILADE FOR ARTILLERY. THUS THERE ARE

TIMES WHeN, BECAUs OF WEAT HuR, RANGEL , OR LOCAT ION OF TARGETS,

WGF IS THE ONLY FIRE SUPPORT WHICH CAN BE EFFECTIVELY DEL IVERED 3

IN ADDITION, CERTAIN HARD TARGETS ARE VULNERABLE ONLY TO THE //?/v/
PENETRATION CAPABIL IT IES OF NGF, £

7 9%)
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S« (I'S) SUBORDINATE FIELD COMMANDERS' EVALUAT ION OF THE
EFFECT VENESS OF NGFS CAN BEST BE INDICATED BY TH FACT THAT
RE QUIREMENTS SUBMITTED TO THIS HQS CONSISTENTLY EXCEED NGFS
AVA ILABLE .

4. (I'S) ANOTHER IMPORTANT REASON FOR THE RETEN ION OF NGFS
ISTHE FACT THAT THE REDEPLOYMEN OF RLY-S WILL RESULT IN THE
LOSS OF 3 BATTERIES OF 105 HOW, | BATTERY OF 155 HOw, AND 1
BATTERY OF 187 MORTARS. THE REDUCTION OF ARTILLERY SUPPORT IN

- THE VITAL DMZ  AREA, DTCIATES -T-HATSUPPLEME NLARY. EIRE SUPPORT

WHICH CAN ZE BROUGHI TO BEAR IMMED IATELY IN THE EVENT THE
ENEMY MO/JES ACROSS THE DMZ EE READILY AVAIL ABLE.

5 (TS) ESPECIALLY DWRING THE FOIRTHCOMING PER IOD OF REDEPLOY~-
MENT S WHEN THE INTENTION OF THE ENEMY IS UNKNOWN, THE
IMPORTANCE OF NGFS INCREASES, ITS INHERENT FLEXIBILITY

AND MOBILITY GIVES US AN ADVANT AGE WHICH WE CAN ILL AFFORD

6, (TS INVIEW OF THE ABOVE, I STRONGLY URGE THAT THE
CURRENT LEVEL OF NGFS NOT OM Y BE RED UCED BUT THAT IT BE
ENHANCED BY THE RETIRN OF THE BATTLESHIP NEW JERSEY AT THE
EARL IEST PRACTICABLE DATE.

GP-1 z

UNQUOTE ¢

S50 NOTE: PRE CEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION j ?(3/
ONLY - DEL.IVER DURING WORKING /
HOURS
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0 2909502 ZYH

S ECRET EYES ONLY
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO XXIV CORPS HQS
A. COMUSMACV 32267, DTG 3211952 MAYES
l. GEN ABRAMS ATTENDED THE CEREMONY HONORING THE DEPARTURE
OF RLT NINE FROM COUNTRY AT QUANG TRI ON 25 JULY. UPON '
COMPLETION OF THE CEREMONY HE PROCEEDED TO CAMP RED DEVIL

. WHERE HE WAS BRIEFED BY THE STAFF. HE QUERIED THE '
PROPAGANDA CAPABILITY OF THE ENEMY AND STATED THAT IT WAS
A FAILURE AND COULD NOT/WOULD NOT SUCCEED. COMUS WANTED
INFORMATION ON SMALL UNIT OPERATIONS: SQUAD, PLATOON
AND COMPANY, AND THEIR USE OF ARMOR. AT THE CONCLUSION
OF THE BRIEFING HE WAS SHOWN A QUOTE LOB CLAYMORE UNQUOTE
WHICH WAS FOUND NEAR KHE SANH., COMUS ASKED ABOUT THE -
OPERATIONAL READINESS TINGS OF TANKS, APC AND 548°'S AND
WAS TOLD THAT THE RATI WERE 95 PERCENT, 98 PERCENT
AND 75 PERCENT RESPECT: VELY. HE ALSQO DISCUSSED RADAR AND
SENSORS AND THEIR USE/EXPLOITATION BY THE 1ST OF THE 5TH.
FROM RED DEVIL HE WENT TO CAMP EAGLE WHERE HE HAD LUNCH
AND A SHORT G-2/G-3 BRIEF. FROM EAGLE, HE WENT
TO FIRE SUPPOCRT BASE CURRAHEE WITH AN OVERFLY OF
ROUTE 547. AT CURRAHEE HE WAS BRIEFED BY COL SIEGRIST, CO 3D
BDE AND COL HOA, CO 3D REGT, 1ST ARVN DIV. WHILE AT CURRAHEE
GEN ABRAMS SPECIFICALLY ASKED WHETHER THAE 181ST AIRBORNE
DIVISION WAS RECEIVING ADEQUATE SUPPORT IN B-52 STRIKES.
HE INDICATED THAT HE WAS SATISFIED WITH THE INTELLIGENCE
THAT HAD BEEN DEVELOPED AND EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT
-TO QUOTE DUMP BOMBS ON ENEMY LOCATIONS UNQUOTE. FROM HERE
HE PROCEEDED TO 1ST ARVN DIV HQS WHERE HE RECEIVED A
G-2/G-3 BRIEFING. HE THEN VISITED FSB BARBARA WHERE
HE WAS BRIEFED BY LTCOL DIEM, CO IST ARVN
REGT. FROM BARBARA HE DEPARTED FOR PHU BAI THEN SAIGON. 5(7)
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2. GENERAL COMMENIS:

A. COMUSMACV EXPRESSED, THAROUGHOUT HIS VISIT, AN
INTEREST IN THE 'VCI. HE WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN
CASES WHERE VCI WERE BEING REPORTED EITHER BY AGENTS OR
BY CITIZENS WITHIN HAMLETS AND VILLAGES. HE INDICATED THAT
EVERY. EFFORT MUST BE MADE TO DENY THE OPPORTUNITY OF

NVA POLITICAL ORGANIZERS OR VC TO CONTACT LOCAL CIVILIANS
WITH POLITICAL PROPAGANDA.

B. COMUSMACV MADE REFERENCE TO THE ROAD LEADING FROM
QUANG TRI TO GIA DANG RESETTLEMENT PROJECT AND EXPRESSED
HIS SUPPORT FOR ON-GOING EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE ROAD
SYSTEM THROUGHOUT THE CORPS AREA AS A STIMULUS FOR THE
ECONOMY.
C. GENERAL ABRAMS ALSO PLACED EMPHASIS ON THE REQUIRE-
MENT FOR EVALUATION BY COMMANDERS OF THE SENSOR PROGRAM,
INDICATING THAT CONSIDERABLE MONEY HAD BEEN DEVOTED TO THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THIS SYSTEM. HE DIRECTED THAT A DILIGENT
EFFORT BE MAD TO DETERMINE WHETHER IT IS PRODUCING
RESULTS FOR UNITS IN THE FIELD. ,
D. COMUSMACV DISCUSSED THE NEED
TO BRING RVNAF INTO THE ARC LIGHT PICTURE. HE MADE REFERENCE
TO BEN HET, INDICATING THAT AN ARVN CAPABILITY TO REQUEST
ARC LIGHTS DURING TAE SIEGE OF THAT INSTALLATION WOULD HAVE
MADE THE PROBLEM EASIER TO RESOLVE. HE STATED THAT HE
INTENDED TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES WHEREBY RUNAF WOULD RECEIVE 47
B-52 SUPPORT IN THE FUTURE. ‘ (=/

T4

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

E. DURING THE FLIGAT TO THE HUE CITADEL, GENERAL ABRAMS
DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR US FORCES TO RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR
PRIMARY ROLE IS TAE PROTECTION OF THE POPULACE AND THAT
ALL OF OUR ACTIONS, WHEREVER THEY TAKE PLACE, ARE
DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH THIS MISSION. HE STATED THAT HE
WANTS MILITARY COMMANDERS TO DESCRIBE THEIR ACTIVITIES
BONG THIS GENERAL LINE, WITH EACH ACTIVITY BEING RELATED
TO THE REQUIREMENT TO PACIFIY THE COUNTRY SIDE.

F. IN DISCUSSIONS NEAR THE END OF THE VISIT, COMUSMACV
EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A COMBINED EFFORT, TO INCLUDE
TAE EFFECTIVE USE OF RF, PF, POLICE, AND ARVN -- ALL WORKING
T OGETHER TOWARD A COMMON GOAL. RESPONDING TO GENERAL
LAM®*S STATEMENT THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO HAVE ALL AT THE
SAME TIME, GENERAL ABRAMS INDICATED THAT THIS SHOULD BE A
GOAL FOR WHICH WE AIM.

3. GEN ZAIS, BEING PRESENT DURING THE VISIT, HAS

INITIATED ACTION TO ASSURE THAT EACH OF THE AFORE~
MENTIONED EXPRESSIONS OF POLICY ARE BEING ADDRESSED
AT BOTH COMMAND AND STAFF LEVEL. I WILL PASS THIS

MESSAGE TO MY OTHER MAJOR COMMANDERS FOR SIMILAR
INPLEMENTATION.
GP-4

SS0 NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION

ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS. .
711 5 /3)
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0 2911552 Z YH ' -
M CG II1 MAF
TO CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEN/DEP CORDS 1CTZ
CG FIRST MAW
CG AMERICAL DIV
ZEN/DSA I CORPS
INFO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEil
SE CRE T/EYES OM Y/ FOR MGEN SIMPSON, MR. FIRFER,
MGEN THRASH, MGEN RAMSEY AND COL RENWaNZ, INFO LTGEN ZAIS
FRQM LTGEN NICKERSON
1, TH. FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION.
YOUR ATTENTION IS INVITED TO PAR 3 FOR APPROFPR IATE ACT ION.
0 2989502
Fi CG III MAF
TO COMUSHMACY
INFO CG USARV
ZEil
SECRETEYES ONLY
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO XXIV CORPS H@S
A. COMUSMACV 32267, DTG 3011857 MAY6S
i. GEN ABRAMS ATTEIDED THE CEREMONY HONORING THE DEPARTURE
OF RLT NINE FROW COUNTRY AT QUANG TRI ON 25 JULY. UPOWN
COMPLETION OF THE CEREMONY Hi PROCEEDED TO CAMP RED DEVIL
WHERE HE WAS LRIEFED BY THE STAFF. HE QUERIED THE
PROPAGANDA CAPABILITY OF THE ENEMY AND STATED THAT IT WAS
A FAILURE AWD COULD NOT /WOULD NOT SUCCEED. COMUS WANTED
INFORMAT ION ON SMALL UNIT OPERAT IONS: SQUAD, PLATOON
AND COMPANY, AND THEIR USE OF ARMOR. AT THE CONCLUSION
OF THE BRIEFING HE WAS SHOWN A QUOTE LOB CLAYMORE UNQUOTE
WHICH WAS FOUND NEAR KHE SANH. COMUS ASKED ABOUT THE
OPERATIONAL READ INZSS RAT INGS OF TANKS, APC a4l 548°'3 AN
WAS TOLD T HAT THE RATINS WERE 95 PERCEN , S8 PER CE NI
AND 75 PERCENT RESFECT IVELY. HE AL SO D ISCUSSED X AD R AND
SENSORS AND THEIR USE/EXFLOITATION BY THE IST OF THE 5TH.
FROM RED DEVIL HE WENT TO CAMP EAGLE WHERE HE HaD L UNCH
AND A SHORT G-2/G-3 BRIEF., FROM ZAGLE, HE WENI
TO FIRE SUPPORT BASE CURRAHEE WITH AN OVERFLY OF
ROUWTE 547. AT CURRAHEE HE WAS BR IE FED BY COL SIEGRIST, CO 3
BDE AND COL HOA, CO 3 REGT, 1ST ARVN DIV. WHILE AT CURR.HEE
GEN ABRAMS SPECIFICALLY ASKED WHET HER THE 1@1ST AIRBOR ME
DIVISION WAS RECEIVING ADE QUATE SUPPORT IN B-52 STRIKES.
HE IND ICATED THAT HE WAS SAT ISFIED WITH THE INTELL IGENCE
THAT HAD BEEN DEVELOPED AND EMPHASIZED T HE REQUIREME N
TO QUOTE DUMP BOMBS ON ENEMY LOCAT IONS UNQUOTE. FROM HERE
HE PROCEEDED TO 1ST ARVN DIV HQS WHERE HE RECEIVED A
1@-2/6-3 BRIEFING, HE THEN VISITED FSB BARBARA W HERE
BRIEFED BY LTCOL DIEN, 0O IST ARV W
Z £ PHU BAL THEN SALOOS.

¥
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2. GENERAL COMMENT St

A, COMUSMACV EXPRESSED, T HROUGHOUT KIS VISIT, AN
INTEREST IN THE VCI. HE W‘\S PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN
CASES WHERE VCI WERE BE ING REPORTED EITHER BY AGENI S OR
BY CIT IZENS WITHIN HAMLETS AND VILLAGES. HE INDICATED THAT
EVERY EFFORT #MUST BE MADE TO DENY THE OPPORT UNITY OF

WA POLITICAL (RGANIZERS OR VC TO CON[ACT LOCAL CIVII TANS

A Ut A

W T T UL IT ITOURL 'O RUANUH o

Be COMUSMACY MADE REFERENCE TO THE R0AD LEAD ING FrROM
QUANG TRI TO GIA DANG RESETTLEME NT PROJECT AN EXPRE SSED
HIS SUPPORT FOR ON-GOING & FFORTS TO IMPROVE THE ROAD
SYSTEM THROQUGHOUT THE CORPS AiEA AS A STIMULUS FOR THE
ECONQ1 Y.

C. GENERAL ABRAMS ALSO PLACED EMPHASIS ON THE REQUIRE =
fMIENT FOR EVAL UATION BY COMMANDERS OF THE SENSOR PROGR AM,
IND ICAT ING THAT CONSIDERABLE MONEY HAD BeEN DEVOTED TO THE
DEVEL OPMENT OF THIS SYSTEM. HE DIRECTED THAT A DILIGEN
EFFORT BE MADE TO DETERMINE WHETHER IT IS5 PRODUCING
RESWTS FOR UNITS IN THE FIELD.

D. COMUSMACV DISCUSSED THE NEED
TO BRING.RVNAF INTO THE ARC LIGHT PICI URE. HE MADE REFERENCE
TO BEN HET, INDICATING THAT AN ARVN CAPABILITY TO REQUEST

" ARC LIGHI S DURING THz SIEGE OF THAT INSTALL AT ION WOULD HAVE

MADE THE PROBLEM EASIER TO RESOLVE. HE STATED THAT HE
INTENDED TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES WHEREBY RVNAF WOULD R CE IVE
B-52 SUPPORT IN THE FU [RE.

E. CURING THE FLIGHT TO THE HUE CITADEL, GENERAL ABRAMS
DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR US FORCES TO RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR
PRIMARY ROLE IS THE PROTECTION OF THE POPULACE AND THAT
ALL OF OUR ACTIONS, WHEREVER THEY TAKE PLACE, ARE
DE SIGNED T O ACCOMPLISH THIS MISSION. HE STATED THAT HE
WANT S MILITARY CMMANDERS TO DESCRIBE THEIR ACTIVITIES
ALONG THIS GENERAL L INE, WITH EACH ACTIVITY Be'ING REL.TED
TO THE REQUIREMENT TO PACIFIY THE COUNRY SIDE.

F. IN DISCUSSIONS NEAR THE END OF THe VISIT, COMUSMACV
EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A COMBINED EFFORT, TO INQ WDE
TH. EFFECTIVE UsE OF RF, PF, POLICE, AND ARVN -- ALL WORKING
TOGET HER TOWARD A COMIION GOAL . RESPONDING TO GE NERAL
LAM'S STATEMENT THAT IT IS DIFFICWT TO HaVE ALL AT THE
SAME T IME, GENERAL ABRAMS INDICATED THAT THIS SHOULD BE
GOAL FOR WHICH WE AIM.

3, GEN Za 135, BEING PRESENT DURING THe VISIT, HAS
INIT IATED ACT ION TO ASSIRE THAT ZACH OF THE AFORE-
MENT IONED EXPRE SSIONS OF POLICY ARE BEING ADDAL SSED
AT BOT H COMMAND AND STAFF LEVEL. I WILL PASS THIS
MESSAGE TO MY OTHER MAJWR CONMANDERS FOR SIMILAR
INPLEME NT AT 10N,
GP=-4
SS0 NOTE: PRE C(EDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION

L | ONY. DELIVEX DIRING WORKING HOWR Sy,
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e pAS BEENSEND

743 -

CONFIDENTIAL

FOR MGEN- T OWNSEND FRQM LTGEN NICKERSON

NCT IFICATION (F VIP VISITS T0 ICTZ

A CG III MAF 1505227 MAYS9

. IN REF A I DISCUSSED PROBLEMS WHICH CONCERNED

IACK OF NOTIFICATION OF VISITS OF DISTINGUISHED
PERSONAGES TC I CORPS. THE MESSAGE SPECIFICALLY
REFERRED T C VISITS SCHEDULED BY AMB COLBY'S OFFICE.

o. AT 1708H ON 29 JULY MR. MCNAMARA (FS0-4), AMERICAN
CONSUL, DANANG, VISITED MY AIDE AND INFORMED HIM THAT
MR. AND MRS. NEIL STAEBLER WOULD BE ARRIVING IN I CCRPS
® THE EVENING OF 31 JULY. MR, MCNAMARA SUGGESTED THAT

1 HOST A DINNER FOR THEM ON THAT EVENING AND THAT THE
STAEBLERS CALL Of GEN LAM THE FOLLOWING MORNING. THE
PARTY WOULD BE IN I CORPS THROUGH SAT URDAY AFTERN OON

MD MR, MCNAMARA HAD PREPARED A SUGGESTED ITINERARY
WICH INCLUDED VISITS TO VARIOUS POLITICAL PERSONAGES
MD INCLUDED GENERAL LAM. ’

MR. MCNAMARA RECEIVED HIS INFORMATION FRQM MR. THORN
FRG! THE AMERICAN EMPASSY IN SAIGON. APPARENTLY, THE
STAEBLERS ARE LNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE EMBASSY.

5. I KNOW VERY LITTLE ABOUT MR, STAEBLER, EXCEPT THAT
HE IS A MEMEBER OF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE,

WAS A FORMER THREE-TERM CONGRESSMAN FRCM MICHIGAN, WAS
A UNSUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR AND IS A MEMBER
& THE LIBERAL WING OF THE DEMCCRATIC PARTY., WHAT
FUNCTIONS HE IS NOW PERFORMING OR WHAT THE PURPOSE OF
HIS VISIT IS, IS NOT KNOWN TO ME, NOR DO I KNOW IF

COMUS FAS ANY PARTICULAR DESIRES ONE WAY OR THE OTHER
REGARDIN G THE STAEBLERS. MR. MCNAMARA STATES THAT

THEIR PRINCIPAL INTEREST 1S POLITICAL MOBIL IZATION.

4. I AM MCST DESIROUS CF PERFORMING THE APPROPRIATE
BTENIT IES TO THE APPROPRIATE FPEOPLE AND I CAN UNDERSTAND
WHERE CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD DICTATE AN OCCASIONAL SHORT
NCT ICE., HOWEVER, I DO NOT HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING

& WHAT IS PROPER IN THE CASE OF MR. STAEBLER.

5. IN REF A I STATED THAT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO US

F THESE VISITS WERE SCHEDULED BY YOUR PROTOCOL OFFICE
THE SAME WAS AS IS DONE WITH ALL OTHER IMPORTANT
VISITCRS: I WOLLD HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE DESIRES
¢ CMMUS AND WOLLD BE IN A POSITION OF INSURING THAT .
THEY WERE CARRIED CUT. INFORKATION CONCERNING SECURITY |
CLEARANCES, PERMISSION TO TRAVEL BY GOVT AIR, EIC.,
WOULD BE PROVIDED AS A MATTER OF ROUTINE. IF YOU CAN
GIVE ME ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING MR. STAEBLER, I WOULD
APPRECIATE IT. AND IF YOU CAN TAKE STEPS TO GET THIS 7[//
. IN THE PROPER CHANNELS IN' THE FUTURE, 1 WOULD APPRECIATE |

THAT ALSO. ~

TR . L e e R f‘,ﬁ-:ﬁ/z@&gﬁn
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'%3326‘31?2.1 MAF Hn\' R[F” F‘.“T
A

TO CG FIRST MARDIV ‘
ZE ‘ ;’ |
CONFI D £ N T I AL/ZYES UNLY FUR MGEN oIfMP504 FRO¥ LTGEN \ A-W
N ICKE RSON v |

SUBJ: BERIEFING AT T H JARINZS ON 29 JULY 1963

le I EELEIVE IT IS NECESSARY THAT I COMMENT UPON

THE CONTENT AND TENOR OF THE BRIEFING WHICH wAS

GIVEN TO CG FMFPAC ON THE OCCa3ICH OF HIS.VISIT

TO THE 7TH WARINES 0y 29 JULY. I ZQELIEVE THAT The
BRIEFING PRE L NTED INFORMATION TO CG FMFPAC THAT

SHOULD NOT HAVE i PAESENTED W ITHOUL Y PRICGR

KNOWLED&E AND CONSEWT. CRIT ICISW OF cOidviAND POL ICIES

JF THE FIRAST YMARINE DIVISIOW AND III vMAaF was InPL ICIT

In THE CONDUCT OF THe tRIEFING. THe DRIZFING COun- )
TAISED INFORMAT ION AND PROPOSAL 5 WHICH #0iE APPROPH IATLLY
SHOULD NOT HAVE oZEN AIRED AT THAT T Ide UR PLACE.

2, THE DIsSCUsSSION UF THE PROBLeEMs UF COORDINATION OF

THE RF/PF AND THEIR PLACEZ IWN THE OPZRAT IONAL SPECTR UM
CONCEINED MATTERS WHICH MORE APPROPRIATELY SHOULD bE
TAKEN CAR:Z OF oY LOCAL ACT ION Rl—:THﬁ.R THAN DISCUSSION WITH
HIGHER HiADQUARTE X5,

3. I %WAS WNOT PLEASED WITHTHE CONDUCT GF THE BRIEFING
NOR WAS I PLEASED THAT TH CO, TTH AARINES PERSISTED IN
RESENT ING . INFORMATION WHe N UIDCRLT 10K D ICTATEY _

OTHERWIZE . IT WaS5 WADE QUITE (LEAR ON A0R& TH&N Ouwe

JCCASION THAT I DIv JNOT AGREZ AND Wea3 NOT IN FUL
SUPPORT OF THE PROGRA4. I WOULD ADVISE YOU TO TAKE
APPROPRIAT. STEPs TO INSURE THaT SUCH ACTIVITIES
DO NOT RE QCCUR.

HAS BEENSENT
| CCONFDENTAL 677/
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