
 DECLASSIFIED 

o 
..A---' 

13. e~ III lh\F Bl1428!l JUL651 .. ·~-@-t SPEOiP}i!? EJ~EEI!!iYi5IlJfjn:UiEQ 

«FOR BYSE F~QH ~JI~Ki:MHtQ~J " 
QOOIES NAVI eIn £5135188 t!!fMU fi III nl1'd? ilQ 41 •• JRIo: 

14: @O III flkll;]? ili Hili JYJi:iS" (.) lSi'il.JHiQ i]UG •• UISIFE 
FElR !lHl'KL\LT Fr;~9H HI@l(EiUHW 
I REVHlHEIB YOHFl: 959S1QIi!i JYDI 

15. CG III MAF 010S02Z JUL69 (C) FOR (::-F ,~ f 
FOR SIMPSON, JONES, QUILTER & FEELEY FROM NICKERSON 
QUOTES CINCPACFLT 292157Z JUN69 - FY-70 FUNDING CONSTRAINTS 

16. ", CG III MAF 041340Z JUL69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE (p--i 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 
VISIT OF SENATORS BELLMON AND STEVENS 

17. CG III MAF 041410Z JUL69 (C) ( .. ·'r -'I 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
1970 GUIDELINES -- THUA THIEN AS TEST CASE 

J i. ~" III UPlt' Q4Q7Q.1il .PI.Q (1iiI) 
:ton I!!OL3!sI 1!l8U J?iRiH lJHilI\iiriiH, iii 

'!i!lIIIJ? '!!'IIl!I J?isl:ziWiifil ,/ 

loll. ~" III jOlt' Oi1iUOlil JIJJ&.1il (II) 
:!?8P1: :!?J!shnh.1Yl F.iHidU ilidOOJ&iiJi """,4 

Pis,!!, A,HiLldH!liiHiiiT'iQ1S i'9ita OII!JilJiuiUi l' 1m tI 

29 ~~ IU: 'WIi' 0.0.101 III •• " (Q~ dsJiliiriQAW iiri., ... WfilIVE 
~QJ;l .Q~li:iS It'~QH iIllIQiKiilHif9i1ll 

CG III MAF 061020Z JUL69 (:;-'r·~ 1 
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY 

,,1 

PASSES 3dDIV 060SS1Z JUL69 GSW TO MGEN JONES 

22. CG III MAF 060929Z JUL69 (C) '. "f'-tj 
FOR ZAIS, SIMPSOIN, WRIGHT AND QUILTER FROM NICKERSON 
READDRESSES MACV'S 060421 -- NEWS MEDIA REGARDING ROE 

••• Qg III nil:!? iiS9Qiilijoo!! JW:lS69 (I!l) 8Fl!IElA'!!' BHElIsHSIVE" 
«Wi" iWi!Hh":Js\j WiR8U t'itjK~i-'"""--' 

C Vli!:ii'i/tFW!ij[ Ii Ule ,*,Pii IUD p r m-' 

i'Oiiil limuan I'*' FROM NICKERSQN .. .,..,.. 
IQWdi QQ)W[QU ~WPP8iR'f 

ZlS, CC III ~q,]>M' lOO:lIJO:Z Jll:l.Q (~) iSPl!i:CA,*, EiliQibY~PlE BCEO 
R~RXMXiXKERK~NXRR®M FOR RU.ii Fialim ilUJi\iJPl:I58U 
IQ'iQ1i!i @9HHON elt'JFFeftT ~,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• . I 

DECLASSIFIED

CC III MAP 0114202 JUL69 (C) SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE MCDO13.
FOR BUGE FROM NICKERSON
QUOTES NAVFORM 2505182 MAD 0104127 JIIT

CC MAP 0104123 JUL69 (c)14
FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON

REVIEWED YOUR 2505187 JUN

GP 415. CG III MAF 010802Z JUL69 (C) FOR
FOR SIMPSON, JONES, QUILTER & FEELEY FROM NICKERSON
QUOTES CINCPACFLT 292157Z JUN69 - FY-70 FUNDING CONSTRAINTS

GP416. CG III MAF 041340Z JUL69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
VISIT OF SENATORS BELLMON AND STEVENS

CG III MAF 041410Z JUL69 (C) GP-417.
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
1970 GUIDELINES -- THUA THIEN AS TEST CASE

10 CC III MAP 0407037 JUL60
FOR COLLISON FROM
SHIP THE PLAQUES

CG ITT MAR 0512407 JUL69 (U)10
FOR PLANAGAN FROM DOOLEY

ARRANGEMENTS OUTL ALT 16JUT

CC TTT MAD 0606107 JUIGO (C) SPECAT20
FOR JONES FROM NICKERSON

MEDTTORIOUS CUNNYDATE ARNOLD

CG III MAF 061020Z JUL69 GP-421.
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY
PASSES 3dDIV 060851Z JUL69 -- GSW TO MGEN JONES

G-P-4CG III MAF 060929Z JUL69 (C)22.
FOR ZAIS, SIMPSOIN, WRIGHT AND QUILTER FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSES MACV'S 060421 NEWS MEDIA REGARDING ROE

23 CC III MAP 0608302 JUL69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE"
ZUMWAIT FROM NICKERSON

THE WAD

CC ITT MAR 0000457 JUL69 (S) SPECAR EXCLUSIVE34
FOR ZIMWAT FROM NICKERSON
ICMZ COMMON SUPPORT

III MAE 1002507 JUL69 (S) SPECAR EXCLUSIVE MCEOCC25.
FOR RUSE NICKERSON

TOTO COMMON SUPPORT

DECLASSIFIED



f re 
DECLASSIFIED 

26., CG III MAF 100746Z JUL69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE C-?- '/ 
FOR BUSE INFO WALT FROM NICKERSON 
RESPONSE TO CMC'S MSG ON TOAN 

27. CG III MAF 100812Z JUL69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE ~/-1 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 
PASSES CMC'S 091824z JUL69 ON TOAN 

~.. CC III MAE J 00630Z ,TIII,69 (IP EOB 
FeR 61i:lHjJtsi i!¥ii. 9UIi:¥ 
R13B13F158i'!1jJH'i' Qi' COMPANY COMMANDERS WITH THEIR CQMPANIES 

~Q CC III DBE J J oHoz IUT 69 (9) 
1?G!\ J9m!j~ FR'im ~JICliCljnil.QW ~ 

FiPtRBHBiISiIS '*'9 JlliliiDIWU U,UHNE. 

~. 08 III f!li"izF 118 Bel! a;U1569 (0) 8FE0lxSl? BH815U8IVE 

lij 

35. 

36. 

F8'R li§t9'f!KWziF::'!I? FR8H NliI,i!liRiSiW' 
«€lWi €l9UUQbl IiWPPQiil'i' iliiIiPQ)lIiIliH3i:I'i'Uili 

c. TTT AaAE J J DEaD? TIlT 6 9 (0) SPEGAT pxcrfISTJrn MeED 
~Q~ J9Hi. FQQU NiliiCKEP.ON, 
CIf.1.Ffh""l:H, li\Jliii .. lkQTIJ;.lllk (liHliuy .. liliiefi) .; 

CIS III uAi' J J QQ 1 2Z }"ITT cjQ (lii) S"Bfj'CAT EYC! USDTE MCEO 
j'QP .wsE FROM NICKERSON./ 

!t:'fll CSHHOH 8t:JPF9iil'i' 

CC III Ml'E llQo??Z TTTT 60 ,8\ C' DVr'Arn ~V~TTT~ _ ..... III 111__ _ __ ..... __ 11 .111, iii I_r I" ~Tl1E baGEO 
i!OP RUSE FROM NICKERSON 

.'''*,7 CQ~~4QW .UPPOR[, 

QQ III D!kA:F l:.*~~Q[l ,;mJ;.iQ (.) .1iHi'CAT EYCIIISDIE 
F~~ ~W~~ i'~QW NICKERSON 
Is'il9iH!J l!iIMliI~Qbf HI~*'iPiitQ I.'iP~ .U12PQ~'iP 

CG III MAF 141546Z JUL69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
FOR ZAIS, SIMPSON THRASH RAMSEY AND FEELEY FROM NICKERSON 
READDRESSAL OF COPS MACV MGEN TOWNSEND 110640Z JUL69 (C) 
ON CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

CG III MAF 141548Z JUL69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
FOR JONES, SIMP SON, THRASH AND FEELEY FROM NICKERSON 
READDRESSAL OF COMNAVFORV ZUMWALT 130345Z JUL69 (S) 
ON CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

47. CC lIT DUE J 500287 TITI69 (8) 8P F C AT EXC!TIsnm 
i'Q~ ~TI~"'iP i'ROM NICKERSON 
.O):lCIIRR~WCE hITTH COMNAvEORv J 308577 .. JIlI,6 9 is) (REIlUc'rION OF 
-NAllY T FA SED SPACES TN DAl>TANG) ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

GP 1CG III MAF 100746Z JUL69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE26.
FOR BUSE INFO WALT FROM NICKERSON
RESPONSE TO CMC'S MSG ON TOAN

CP-4CG III MAF 100812Z JUL69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE27.
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
PASSES CMC'S 091824Z JUL69 ON TOAN

CC ITI MAE 1006307 JUL69 (II) FOR20
FOR JONES EYES ONLY
REDEP LOYMENT OF COMPANY COMMANDERS WITH THEIR COMPANIES

20 cc TTT MAD 1105407 TTT 69 (E)
FOR JONES FROM NICKERSON
PAREWELL TO NINGU MARTNES

10. CC III MAP 1104107 JULG9 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON
4GT7 COMMON SUPPORT

21 CC ITT MAIL 1106307 IIII.69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
FOR JONES FROM NICVEDCON
CHAPMAN, RUCE s VDUITE (Buzey § Skip)

32 CC ITT MAD 1100187 III 60 (s) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
FOR RUSE FROM NICKERSON
ICTZ COMMON SUPPORT

33 CC III MAE 1109227 TUT69 (S) S DECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
FOR RUSE FROM NICKERSON
ICTZ COMMON SURPORT

34 CG TTI MAN 1212207 JUL69 (s) SPECAT FYCLUSIVE
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
TIGGEN DAVISON VISITED ICT7 SUPPORT

GP -
4CG III MAF 141546Z JUL69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE35.

FOR ZAIS, SIMPSON THRASH RAMSEY AND FEELEY FROM NICKERSON

READDRESSAL OF COFS MACV MGEN TOWNSEND 110640Z JUL69 (C)

ON CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

GP-4CG III MAF 141548Z JUL69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE36.
FOR JONES, SIMP SON, THRASH AND FEELEY FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSAL OF COMNAVFORV ZUMWALT 130345Z JUL69 (s)

ON CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM

CC ITT MAF 1500287 TIIT69 (s) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE27
FOR ZUMWAIT FROM NICKERSON
CONCURRANCE WITH COMNAVEORV 1308572 JUL69 (S) (REDUCTION OF
NAVV LEASED SPACES IN DANANG)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

39. 00 III PIAi' 1I!Q~;Hl& iUllS.1iI (II) 
i!¥iltli' 9ThJI ¥ lt9P TQWN';2FND KipM DlTGI5ERSON' 
h~KM~W&EDCE REcEIPT OF MAGY '50397 7 U1T 69 

CC III Ujjlt 15 1 5A:QZ IkII 69 (C) 
~~Ji!jelt'F Bim,ilisUISIR .. liJQP .P"P.9N FRaN NICKERSON 
}[QJ!Hilisi§ 'iTIli'Itl PFAi'T1oN TASK EopeR lIP ,. 

40. /'CG III MAF 160425Z JUL69 (S) (;(--"1 
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 
PERSONAL SECURITY AND EMERGENCY EVAC PLAN FOR CJCS 

CG III MAF 160630Z JUL69 (S) G- p--i 
EYES ONLY FOR TOWNSEND INFO CORCORAN AND ZAIS FROM NICKERSON 
ITINERARY FOR CJCS 

42. c/ CG III MAF 161058 JUL69 (C) El-l 
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 
ENEMY CACHE DISCOVERIES IN ICTZ 

43/ CG III MAF 170100Z JUL69 (S) G~-r-3 
LIMDIS/MCEO 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY REPORT 

11: ~~ TTT nUF 17151n TITT69 (U) 
FQJil C:UHiliW.QDI HIlt9 FAN R¥? IN; FONTAlilA ~ND RISE EiQ~ Dom EY,;' 
'1'RL'':JH,J?QJil:\PJ\WIQW FQP bi'@ji1~"' .... .BQ!.:rMM.l .J 

45./' CG III MAF 180115Z JUL69 (S) GT -- / 
EYES ONLY FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 
VISIT OF PRESIDENT THIEU 

46. CG III MAF 180116Z JUL69 (S) Cc-f'---/ 
EYES ONLY FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
VISIT OF PRESIDENT THIEU 

17. eEl III tk.":d? lQQQ1ii? FUGa (C) ,/ 

48. I, 

49. 

~OP BPINeTF FROM NICKERSON 
ATTENDANCE AT MoiWTN~ BiTEE 

CG III MAF 190214z JUL69 (C) 

J 9.JIIT.69 

FOR ZAIS, RAMSEY, SIMPSON, JONES, THRASH AND FEELEY FROM NICKERSON 
VISIT OF CNO (MOORER) 

CG III MAF 200315Z JUL69 (C) (--7-1 
EYES ONLY FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
THUA THIEN PROPOSAL 

=§Q: €l€l III laM' idQQ7iid? lUI '9 (i') 
RE."l\ol3BREISISDJ. OE eNo J 73004Z .Ipr.6Sl 
'fISI'!' SF 81iS (Hl!liJiUil ... ) In 

DECLASSIFIED 
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CC III MAD 1500267 JUL69 (U)38.
AVES ONLY FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
ACKNOWI FDCE RECEIPT OF MACV 1503077 TUL69

CC TTT MAE 1515202 III.60 (c)39
SPECAT FOR SIMPSON FRON NICKERSON

MOBILE QUICK DRACTION TASK FORCE (II)

EP-4CG III MAF 160425Z JUL69 (S)40.
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
PERSONAL SECURITY AND EMERGENCY EVAC PLAN FOR CJCS

GP-4CG III MAF 160630Z JUL69 (S)41.
EYES ONLY FOR TOWNSEND INFO CORCORAN AND ZAIS FROM NICKERSON
ITINERARY FOR CJCS

4GPCG III MAF 161058 JUL69 (C)42.
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
ENEMY CACHE DISCOVERIES IN ICTZ

CG III MAF 170100Z JUL69 (S) GP-343.
LIMDIS/MCEO
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY REPORT

cc TTT MAIL 1715122 TUL69 (U)44
FOR CARDENSON INFO VAN DVZIN FONTANA AND HISE FROM DOOLEY
BRANCD ORTANION FOR MCEN C S BOWMAN

GP
-
/CG III MAF 180115Z JUL69 (s)45

EYES ONLY FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
VISIT OF PRESIDENT THIEU

CG III MAF 180116Z JUL69 (S)46.
EYES ONLY FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
VISIT OF PRESIDENT THIEU

CC III MAP 1900457 III 60 (C)47.
FOR RDINCLE FROM NICKERSON
ATENDANCE AT MORNING BRIEF 19,JUL69

GP-4CG III MAF 190214z JUL69 (C)48.
FOR ZAIS, RAMSEY, SIMPSON, JONES, THRASH AND FEELEY FROM NICKERSON
VISIT OF CNO (MOORER)

GP-4CG III MAF 200315Z JUL69 (C)49.
EYES ONLY FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
THUA THIEN PROPOSAL

CC TTI MAD 2007527 JUIGO (c)50,
READDRESSAL OF CNO 173004Z TUL69
VISIT OF CNO (MOORDR)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

C':~··.·~···. ,. 
'" .. 

. 1c.~ 
1. ce III l~F 2~eSS8H JU~69 (e~ BYED ON~¥ 

FOR IUde FReH IHCRER:!!8N' 
Igtv QE~J JUilJiHU. FI.I,*, ,*,Q Q'*'U Riis,*, _!ii~iIilUQ;W¥ 

EBB ATTii}JlBliiiiii FQR zaQ m~ cJ~ EStoF its:'f' eAl'lP ...,1611111 

i. e. III ~Ui' :'1212]37 lIIT.g (is) iSliHilGilJ\ijj! iIilliGepJSvn. i'Q~ ueililQ 

1!'OR 'iPHn.."dsII ~RgU l)Helhililta.QIlI 

5 •. 

6. 

7 • 

FRP PhSSI!lg III 1l\F :;;Ui Qi. Q:t .UIb. iQ 

.plIPPEN FROM NICKERSQN 
VIISI,*, WililiisQQ)~ 

prIPDF1>T 

CG III MAF 290950Z JUL69 (S) EYES ONLY 6-? - 4-
COMUS WAS HERE -- ATTENDED.RLT 9 DEPARTURE 25 JUL 

.. J 
CG III MAF 291155Z JUL69 (S) EYES ONL:Y G r- I 

NICKERSON TO SIMSgSON, FIRFER, THRASH, RAMSEY, RENWANZ INFO ZAIS 
COMUS WAS HERE 25 JUL 

CG III £vl..AF 300615Z JUL69 (Cl (,- f·-c/ 
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON - . 
VIPS TO ICTZ - STABLERS 

8.' CG III MAF 300650Z JUL69 (C) (/--:/ 
NICKERSON TO SIMPSON 
BRIEFING AT 7TH MARINES 

9. 00 III U3ld? Q;;lQ4QQ:Z J"IU.8 9 (T.I)-
FOR IiHl .. 'b:PiIilR :w'RO~a NICKERsQN 
geRRY Wiil ls~liUU;~];! TN MInor E DE yQIm CEBlj'Mo~x -- yap KNlj'W WE WERE 
GilQUINe 

HI • €I 0 I I i f k"W' 9 Zl Q 7 1 Q Iii JWiis , g ( ") . 

110 

12. 

FQt:l: ~*UP"QWj J"OWi. j 'I'W:~A.W:j ]a]];! ERnE¥ E~OA~ WICKFJiil.QWo 
fOUGil ! e Cfll!!ll!!l'iP!HHae' 'll8 Ul!lflHi8 @@RB8 ai!J"Ui@l!t!!J 

CG III MAF Q21010Z JUL69 (C) EYES ONLY 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
PROPOSAL TO CIVILIANIZE THUA THIEN 

DECLASSIFIED 

-"", t'l G /.1_- 7 
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1. III MAP 2405502 JUL69 (c) EYES ONLY
FOR ZAIS FROM NICKERSON
TCW CEN ARDAMS VISTT TO omu DT CEREMONY

CC TTT MAE 2508307 JUL69 (S) SPECIAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCDC2
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON

ATTENDEES FOR 28 29 JUL CONF AT CAMP SMITHEDD

CC ITT MAE 2512127 TUT CO (s) SPREAD EVCLUSIVE FOR MCFO
FOR MUDACH FROM NICKERSON

PASSES TTI MAE 2508307 TUT 69PRP

CC III MAF 2905227 JUL69 (C)4.
FOR BRINCLE AND ANDERSON INFO BUDDEN WISNER FREEMAN AND

RUDDEN FROM NICKERSON
VICTIO WELCOME

GP- 4
CG III MAF 290950Z JUL69 (s) EYES ONLY5.

COMUS WAS HERE ATTENDED RLT 9 DEPARTURE 25 JUL

CG III MAF 291155Z JUL69 (s) EYES ONL : Y GP-46.
NICKERSON TO SIMSDSON, FIRFER, THRASH, RAMSEY, RENWANZ INFO ZAIS
COMUS WAS HERE 25 JUL

CG III MAF 300615Z JUL69 (C) GP-47.
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
VIPS TO ICTZ - STABLERS

CG III MAF 300650Z JUL69 (C) GP-48.
NICKERSON TO SIMPSON
BRIEFING AT 7TH MARINES

CG III MAD 020400Z TITT 60 (II)9.
FOR DRADED FROM ANICKERSON
CORRY WE ADDIVED IN MIDDLE OF YOUR CEREMONY YOU KNEW WE WERE
COMING

CC III MAP 0207107 JUL69 (C)10.
FOR SIMPSON JONES THRASH AND REFLEV FROM NICKERSON
CMC IS GREETINGS TO MARINE CORDS JUNIORS

CC MAD 0207128 JUL69 (c)11,
Drac TO MAILLAUCHLIN DACS no WHERLED ROD SIMDSON TONES & MUDACH
AMMUNDANCE AM CMO HOUR

GP-4CG III MAF 021010Z JUL69 (C) EYES ONLY12.
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
PROPOSAL TO CIVILIANIZE THUA THIEN

200 726

DECLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL m MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3- 68) 

OPERAT:ON COOf: i'KOM I DATE 
X- ORIG' NATOR CG I t I MAF 01 JULY 1969 A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE 
C-COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIAL$!: I CONTROL DATE 
I - I N FORMATION 010802Z JUL 1969 cOPV .... r2 ( S - SIGNATURE OF COP!ES ~ECO 

ROUTE SECTION ' COOE ~ DATE 
INIT,/,-

SUBIJECT 
FOR v IN OUT ,... CG " 1'/ ~ ~ N REMARKS 

'1 CCG V I ' '"",," THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 
DCG AIR • J./ MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 

~ CIS ""I '/J 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

OCIS ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

DC/S PLAN " 

/ SIS z: ?//- nu-~ G-I " 

REL: 8/s 
G-2 ORtG: sis 
6-3 

G-4 F R 0-5 
G-6 

CAP 

ADJ 

HA S B £ ~ CORDS NT EMB/TRAI\'S 

EN~R . 
Has CO ! 

1#4 INSP 

~ MTO 

OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 
, 

LEGAL -PNO i 

sac 

• CONFIDENTIAL , 
I 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

MOACOWARTERS
OUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

DATEOPERATION CODE FROM
x- ORIGINATOR 01 JULY 1969CG 111 MAFA- ACTION / COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# /CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1- INFORMATION

2 OF 6010802Z JUL 1969 COPIES RECOS- SIGNATURE COPY #
DATE SUBJECT

INITIALROUTE SECTION FORCODE

Any

OUTIN

344

2. CG REMARKS
4 DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN

2 C/S DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-7
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

7/2 MVSI
S/S
G-1 REL: 6/S
G-2 ORIG: S/S
G-3

FOR

G-4
G-5
G-6

CAP
ADJ

HAS
BEENSENT

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

shown

ENGR

I

H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac

CONFIDENTIAL
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tbNflrDENTIAL e 

R!lCZYI],l]RHMMAi'£l,!tH?J8 t~ ·1 fl'20802=CGCC ,,,coR Ul~l Ht/li Ii 
RUMU4PA" . 
Z!~y CCCCC. 
R 0108102Z 69 ' 
FMC GIH M~11 
prORUNHL~ICG F IP.ST !'-'It>;)'UHV 
RIJ~lHVP/C G THIRD r1~RD IV . 
RUfliL.MHA/CG Ii IF. STt1j!4f,~ . 
RUi"lL~1P4/C GF ORl OQC OIHD 

. . : . 

Br 
C 0)11 F TT~ E IV. I ! t\ LIFCmNGEi.fS SH1?SOM,,:' ,jO;~[SANn QUILltR9 

8GEN FEELEYFR QYj LT 3EN'~HCKER SO~ 
is 'tHE FOLLO~,iNG~IESS~GE ,IS QUOTED rOt~ YOL~';;· Vlr.~ORMAtI.o~~ 

COM!11 NOTEg QUotE,:n{CPACF'LT '292l51Z,JiJtJ6::,) , . 
iOl\fC!NCIACr'LT . ' 
TO RUHHHQ4/CI~CPAC 
mFO RUENAAVCNO ... 
RUM UG!{O/C Ot~lN I\VFORV .' 
RUHGSIliF Ie ~lSEVENTHF1. l' 
RUMMl=t!'A/C en UMAfi 
RUIN Ji'~ iJc,/ G 0t'''1 N 4 V t\ IE P ttC 
RUHHPiSL\/COM!\S\,H·'ORPf.\C " 
r,U1{OSDE/C OM 17 IR srVt T 
RUW JMSA/C OttlPlril,BP4C ' 
mNIC OMSERV~At 
RUHHADA/C OI1lSUBPC\C ' 
RUlli JS B8l C 0['1 I~'E p~ t 
RU!;JJl\ IA/COMCl~ UDl!SPAC ' 

. RUWJNRA/C'OMTIRliP.llC' 
" Br , ' , 

c·, 0 N F'. I 0, l:i; NT ' . I A l.. . 

. 
, ;. 

, , 

. ·FOR \' 
AOP1 MCCAI~9 INF'O~ ~D~1l"lOORER~,IJ!\DM ZIJ~1IJl,If:\~T 9 'VAO\Yl,", 

COpy _d-, OF L~_COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

. , 

CONFIDENTIAL 
/5(/) 

RITCZYUW RHMMAF40084 RUMHVP RUMLMHA
RUMLMPA.
ZNY CCCCC
R 010802Z JUL 69
FM C G 111 MAF
TO RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV
RUMLMHA/C G FIRST MAW
RUMLMPA/C G FORLOSCOMB
Bi

C ONF D E N T ITAL/FOR MGEWS SIMPSON, JONES AND QUILTER,
BGEN FEELEY FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

COMM NOTE: QUOTE CINCPACFLT 2921572 JUNES
FM CINCIACELT
TO RUKHHQA/CINCPAO
INFO RUENAAA/CNO
RUMUGKD/COMNAVFORV
RUHGSAF/COMSEVENTHFLT
RUMM4FA/CGIIIMAF
RUW.MUA/COMNAVAIRPAC
RUHHASA/COMASWEORPAC
RUWDSDE/COMFIRSTFLT
JWJMSA/OOMPHIBPAC

ZEN/COMSERVPAC
RUHHADA/COMSUBPAC
RUWJSBB/COMINEPAC
RUWJAIA/COMCRUDESPAC
RUWJNRA/COMTRAPAC
BI
CONFIDENT IAL
FOR
ADM MC CAIN, INFO: ADM MOORER, VADM ZUMWALT, VADM
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FROM HYLAND
FY-73 FUNDING CONSTRAINES CUP
As CINCPACFLT 2101342 JUN 69 NOTAL
3. COMNAVAIR PAC 2820372 JUN 69 PASEP

PACFLY INITIAL FUNDING PLAN REQUERES THAT WE COMMENCE FYR.
70 OPS WCTH O:WM FUNDS GROSSLY LABOUT 25 PERCENT OR A QUARTER
BILLION DOLLARS) BEL OW OUR STATED REQUIREMENTS. CREF A OUTLINES
FUNDING PROBLEM. I EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES ARE NECESSARY NOW TO LIVE
WITHIN THE CONSTRAINTS OF THE FIRST QUARTER FUNDING PLAN. DEFERRAL
or THESE ACTIONS WOULD GENERATE MORE SEVERE FUNDING PROBLEMS WITH
ATTENDANT AGGRAVATION OF OPERATIONAL IMPACT REF 3, WHICH INDICATES
FLIGHT HOURS MUST BE DECREASED ABOUT 20 PERCENT IS THE FIRST OF
MANY RELATED ACTIONS HAVING AN OPERATIONAL- IMPACT.
2. (C) WE ARE CONTINUING EFFORTS TO FIND MEANS OF PROVIDING MAXIMUM
COMBAT CAPABILITY WITHIN LIMITED FUNDS AVAILABLE AND WILL KEEP YOU
ADVISED IF THE PICTURE CHANGEF. 4DM MOOREA HAS ADVISED ME THAT THE
OUTLOOK FOR RELIEF IS NOT BRIGHT. BEST REGARDS UN QUOTE
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BT
S Eal C R E. I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON SECTION ONE OF TWO SECTIONS
VISIT OF SENATORS BELLMON AND STEVENS
is SENATORS BELLMON AND STEVENS VISITED I CORPS ON 2 JULY.REMAINED OVER NIGHT AND LEFT THE FOLLOWING MORNING FOR 11CORPS. THEY WERE MET AT THE AIRPORT:BY CARL YOUNGDALE AND
MYSELF. WERE GIVEN AN ORIENTATION BRISKING BY Ge2 AND Ge3
AFTER WHICH THEY ATTENDED THE MORNING DAILY BRIEFING. THE
BRIEFING WAS WELL RECEIVED BY THEM. AND THEY STATED THAT
THEY HAD LEARNED MORE FROM IT THAN FROM TIME SPENT IN THE
PREVIOUS TWO CORPS' THEY HAD VISITED. IMMEDIATELY AFTER
THE BRIEFING WE SAT DOWN IN MY OFFICE FOR ABOUT 30 MINUTES
AND TALKED ABOUT THE VIETNAMESE SITUATION, THEY EMPRASIZED
THAT NEXT YEAR IS AN ELECTION YEAR: AND THAT THIS WAS PARA-
MOUNT IN THE THOUGHTS OF THE LEGISLATORS AND THAT THISFACT IS GOING TO HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE ON DECISIONS

PAGE TWO RMMMAFA0469 S E for SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE FORIN THE FUTURE. THEY STATED THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD TOLD
THEM ON WEDNESDAY LAST THAT THE AMERICAN FORCES WERE NOT
GOING TO WITHDRAW FROM VIETNAM IN NUMBERS WHEOH WOULD
EXCEED THE CAPABILITY OF THE VIETNAMESE TO PROTECT
THEMSELVES: THEY EMPHASIZED THIS FACT SEVERAL TIMES.
THEY QUESTIONED THE ABILITY OF THE SHIEL GOVERNMENT
TO REMAIN IN POWER AND SEEKED TO ACCEPT OUR COMMENTS
OF CONFIDENCE IN THIEU AND HIS GOVERNMENT AT THIS
POINT IN TIME. FOLLOWING THIS DISCUSSION, WE PRO
CEEDED TO I CORPS HEADQUARTERS WHERE THEY VISITED
WITH GEN LAM FOR ABOUT 30 MINUTES. LAM EXPLAINED THE
CURRENT SITUATION AS HE SAV IT. AND-FRANKLY ADMITTED
THAT THE NICTZ WAS PACIFIED AND THE SICTZ WAS NOT AS
FAR ADVANCED IN PACIFICATION. HE PRESENTED EACH WITH
A GIFT. FOLLOWING THE MEETING WITH GEN LAM, WE
VISITED THE 7TH MARINES, 1ST ARVN RANGER GROUP, AND
51ST ARVN REGT. WE THEN PROCEEDED TO CAN LO WHERE WE
VISITED A COMBINED ACTION PLATOON: WE THEN VISITED
THE GIA DANG COASTAL FISHING VILLAGES THE SAME ONE
THE SECRETARY ROGERS VISITED. FROM THERE WE VISITED
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 3469 E C the SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE FOR
FSB NANCY (1ST ARVN REGT2 LICOL DEEN WHERE BOTH MGEN
TRUONG AND LICOL DIEM BRIEFED. FROM THRE VE VISITED
COL BOWEN (PSA) AND COL THAN CTHE PROVANCE
AT PROVINCE HOS AT HUE. SUBSEADENT TO THIS WH
VISITED A NEW RESETTLED HAULET 110.
2. THIS VISIT WAS VERY BENEFICIAL TO THE
SENATORS AND GAVE THEM A MUCH BEYTER UNDER
STANDING OF THE WAR I BELIEVE THAT THEY WERE
SUITABLY IMPRESSED WITH THE CAPABILITY OF THE
ARVN IN I CORPS AND THEY WERE ALSO MADE AWARE
OF THE LIMITATIONS OF THE ARVN. FOLLOWING
DINNER , WHICH WAS ATTENDED BY SEVERAL OF OUR
GENERAL AND FLAG OFFICERS HERE, A DISCUSSION
OF ABOUT ONE AND ONE -HALF HOURS. TOOK PLACE )

MIGHT SAY PARENTHETICALLY THAT YOU KNOW THAT
THESE ARE BOTH FRESHMEN SENATORS AND AS - A

RESULT, THEY DO NOT HAVE THE DEPTH OF A BYRD
OR TOWER. THIS DID NOT CONSTRAIN MRS STEVENS
FROM PUTTING FORTH HIS VIEWS: HOWEVER , MR.
BELLMON WAS CONSIDERABLY MORE RESTRAINED.

PAGE FOUR RHMNAFA0469 S Ex) C E T SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE FOR
3. I MIGHT ADD THAT MR. STEVENS IS UP FOR ELECTION
IN 1979, UKEREAS MR. BELLMON DOES NOT: COME UF
FOR RE-ELECTION FOR ANOTHER FIVE YEARS: BY
THEIR OWN WORDS, BELLMON CAN BE A STATESMAN
FOR ANOTHER FIVE YEARS OR so WHEREAS STEVENS
HAS TO 3E A POLITICIAN NOW.
40 BOTH SENATORS PROFESSED SUPPORT OF THE
PROGRAM OUT HERE AND BOTH PROFESSED SUPPORT
FOR PRESIDENT NIXON. THEY CLAIM. THAT THEIR
TWO VOTES ARE THE DECIDING VOTES WHICK THE
PRESIDENT NEEDS IN ORDER TO SWING-HIS MILITARY
PROGRAMS. THIS MAY BE TRUE 0.00

8-mg DON'T KNOW on

HOWEVER, ITNAPPEARS TO ME THAT STEVENS PRIMARY
INTEREST LIES IN HIS STATE AND CONFIRMENTS IN
VIETNAM ARE SECONDARY. HE ENJOINED US TO BE
VERY DOLLAR CONSTRAINED, AND INDICATED THAT
A MILLION DOLLARS SHOULD NOT BE SPENS: ON A
PROJECT OUT HERE IF IT WEREN'T AS IMPORTANT AS
A BRIDGE IN ALASKA, FOR EXAMPLE, WHERE- A MILLION
DOLLARS COULD BE SPENT. THEY BOTH POINTED OUT

PAGE 20F PAGES

SECRET3Icopy COPIESOF111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68)

/ 6(21

DECLASSIFIED



IN ?" 
GUYS 
\U\R g rr 3:£3 
DIRECTED Eel 
M~D t\jE t:' 

5~ AT 1~r!lS 
GEN LMl f1, 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET
PAGE FIVE RIMMAFA0469 S E C R Ext Tent SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE FOR

THE REQUIREMENTS FOR PRUGALITY, THEY STATED THAT

WE ARE FACED WITH a TREMENDOUS PROBLEM IN THE

UNITED STATES, NAMELY INFLATIONS TO WHEOK WE

AGREED. CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION EASHED ON

PROBLEMS OF INFLATION AND THE THAT 9ENT

IS NOW FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS A MONTH IN FAIRBAAKS

FOR A VERY SMALL APARTMENTS ETO. MR. SELLMON

MADE THE APPROXIMATE COMMENZ THAT QUATE WE WESH

YOU GUYS WOULD HURRY JP AND END THIS OVER HERE

SO THAT THE STABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES

COULD BENCONSIDERABLY IMPROVED UNOURTEN BILL

SURKE, OUR ARMY BRIGADIEF WHO REPLACES WARREN

BENNETT CHALLENGED STRATOR BELLMON AND SAID

IN A NICE WAYS QUOTE WHAT DO YOU MEAN MARATHON YOU

GUYS 3 THOUGHT THIS WAS AN INTER DISPENDENT
WAR: IT IS BEING FOUGHT OUT HERE-BUT BEING

DIRECTED BY THE GOVERNMENT BACK IN WASHINGTON,
AND WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER MAGHOTE.
5. AT THIS POINT SENATOR STEVENS TURNED TO

GEN LAM AND SAID, QUOTE ONE OF THE PROBLEMS THAT

PAGE SIX RHMNAFA0469 S E C R Each [ SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

WE HAVE BACK IN THE STATES, AND HOPE YOU: WILL

FORGIVE ME SIR, IS A LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN THE

VIETNANESE TO FIGHT THE WAR SUCCESSFULLY IF THE

AMERICANS PULL OUT. AND ALSO, THAT POSSIBLY YOUR
PREPARATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN AS RAPUDLOR THOROUGH

AS THEY COULD HAVE BEEN UNQUOTE TO THIS GEN
LAM REPLIED QUOTE (Since) WOULD SAY TO THAT THAT VE

ARE FIGHTING COMMUNISM OUT HERE AND THAT IF THE

UNITED STATES WITHDRAWS ALL ITS FORCES BEFORE THE
WAR IS OVER WE WILL CONTINUE TO FIGHT. THIS IS

OUR COUNTRY THE PEOPLE NORTH OF THE DMZ ARE
VIETNANESE AS WE ARE VIETNANESE AND in KNOW
THE VIETNANESE PEOPLE. I ALSO KNOW HO OHS MINI

AND I KNOW WHAT HE IS GOING TO DO. HE IS GOING

TO HANG ON TO THE VERY LAST MINUTE AND KEEP
FIGHTING BUT SO ARE WE. WE MAY LOSE: BUT

WE WILL BE FIGHTING TO THE VERY END AND WE ARE

NOT GOING TO QUIT UNQUOTE. GEN LAN THEN TURNED
TO SENATOR BELLMON AND IN REFERENCE TO A PREVIOUS
COMMENT MADE BY BELLMON ABOUT SENATOR KENNEDY,
GEN LAM SAID, QUOTE AND I MIGHT SAY TO YOU SIR

GP-4
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SECRE I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LICEN
NICKERSON SECTION TWO OF TWO SECTIONS
THAT WE HAVE SENATORS IN SAIGON WHO TALK TOO MUCH
ALSO. AND, FOR SENATORS WHO TALK TOO MUCH IF
THE UNITED STATES IS GOING TO 00 ANYTHING, LET
THEM GO AHEAD AND DO IT. BUY BE QUEEN AND DON'T
TALK ABOUT IT UNQUOTE. IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT BOTH
SENATORS WERE BEYOND THEIR DEPIN WHEN THEY
ATTEMPTED TO COMPENS WITH GEN LAM, AND THEY BOTH
RECOGNIZED THIS. SENATOR STEVENS SAID SOMETHING
TO THE EFFECT THAT II WOULD BE WONDERFUL FOR
SOMEONE LIKE GEN LAM TO MAKE A SPEAKING YOUR
OF THE UNITED STATES TO LET THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE FEELINGS: AND CAPA
BILITIES OF THE VIETNAMESE.
60 THE VISITORS LEFT THE NEXT MORNINGH

PAGE TWO RMMMAFA0486 S Et C E f SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE FOR
I BELIEVE THAT THEY BOTH SUPPORT THE WAR
EFFORT AND I BELIEVE THAT MR. BELLMON IS GOING
TO BE A VALUABLE ASSET IN THE FUTURE. MR.
STEVENS, IN MY OPINION, HAS A LOT OF MIS
INFORMATION AND DOES NOT MESITATE TO DISCUSS
ANY SUBJECT WHETHER HE KNOWS ANYTHING ABOUT IT
OR NOT. I BELIEVE THAT THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT
THEY BOTH SENSED AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THE MESS
THAT ALTHOUGH THE QUESTS WERE BEING TREATED
WITH COURTESY, THE MEMBERS WERE NOT RUYING
EVERYTHING THAT THEY WERE SAYING. J. REPEAT,
MR. BELLMON WAS RELATIVELY CONSTRAINED:
GP=4
BT
0483
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T COMUSANCE
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CON IDENTIAL For GEN APRAMS FROM 1 T GEN NICKERSON
1970 GUIDELINES
a. CG !II MAF 2714362 MAY69
n. COUSEACV 192142 JUN69
is BY RFT A I RECOMMENCE: THAT A! ARVN, US AND
EVENTUALLY ALL F FORCES BE WITHDRAWN FROM DISTRICTS
THAT HAVE ACHIEVED A HIGH DEGREE OF SECURITY AND THAT
ALL AUTHORITY BE VESTED IN THE DIST ICT. (THIS TO :
I A LOGICAL STEP IN PETIP NING AUTHORITY TO THE
VIETNAMESE. IT COINCIDES AT THIS THE WITH THE
DFVEI CREENT OF GVN FORCES AND THE LITHDRAWAL OF
CUR CN FRESS)
?. RES R STATED THAT T KUA THIEN IS UNDER ACTIVE
CONSIDERATION AS A TEST PROVINCE FOR THE EARL Y-CN
EXE UTION OF AEA SECURITY PRINCIP ES AND APPLICATION.
!T A! or STATED THAT THE PO COSA CO"D NCT PE
IMPLEMENTED UNT D FURTHER INST UCTIONS ARE RECEIVED
THROUGH BITH US AND GVN CHANNE S. A COPY OF THE
STIDY AS REQUESTED AND HAS BEEN FCR.AFDED.
3. TODAY T AS VISITE. TERP FROM YOUR
HQS VPC HAD MADE A VISIT TC THUA THIEN AT THE REQUEST
OF AMR cary.
4. WHILE, IN RENE Al, CCNC UR ENCE WITH CUR PROP(SAL S
WAS INDICATED, HE ALSO STATED THAT :

A. THE PROPOSAL MUST BE IN CONSONANCE WITH
AREA OF LI T Y .

R. THE PROPESAL MUST CMR Y IT our AWS AND
DIRECTIVES.

C. WE COULD USE ONLY ASSEYS THAT ARE ALAIL ARE
LTCAL TEEP POINTED OUT THAT ONE OF THE CCNF ICTS
OUR PROPOSAL MAD WITH THE ARDIE WAS THE PROPOSED
ELECTION CF DISTRICT CHIEFS, AND THE CGS IT UT ICN AUST

17(1)BE RE -WRITEN TC ACCOMPLICATE IT IN THE FUTURE. I
AFREE AND REL IEVE THIS TEP CAN BE TAKEN ATER.
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~.r:v rtF '!PATE? DtTAD.t'O STA"I~.fTC~ srA'" )t"! 
A c~)pY.) lfr At sc Ri~U£sr£L THAT atN LA":' S POSIT rbN 
~ ~Oh/A?tnED. r )\AVE TAKIN S1[?S TO HAVE GEHt.~ 
F,~\fA~:OHts CO~fiiEN1'S Ot4. l·tHS ~ C:PCSAl.,. r MAliE TAL KIt> 
T~O ltlli TN.r HE 'A Sf' A~~ HE w CES AGREE. ! AI ur".IiD. 
TlfOttGH.BY TMf !'OTEi'iTtAl l.)llAYS Hi STAFFIN8 wM1C,K t 
F~[~!'-A'U: ~OTNGTC OCCtP UN,,[SSWE TAl' sr£."'~ NOW 

, TO mEVENT SUCK on AYS. ! sa ltV! THAT .NOW IS TNt TIt)!: 
T!' TAK[$T£'S TO UHtr'£Hf TMtSRfOPOSAt. r KNOW YCIT 
~[At rz£ THAT I PlUST 1'IH; our t, T1£ AalAS IN THE Nt~THEfiN 
,.CVIPtCts l~E PEAL.!. v 'ACIFiID ANI tRUsrAt to '!N) em 
(ANn NO'", rr T Ii! liT A'l!JVH iii tV ISICNCAK -,SffiS:.a ,GUT 
TO Rl'ACT PROP!Flt Y TOf1lt.t 'I'M! 'APS CRIATEl)S' TH& 
O[PA~TtPE Of AM£;;YCAN 'ORCES. TO t4t,TlHt IS TM! 
nmECTtCN tli VlnCH WE kiUII" GO. t A~ Tl-tA~fu.. 
iNAl ... ()O A~[ eCNSI£lt,fi!NG PlAKING Tl1UA,TtH'£tl A T£ST 
CI: ~ t eur I SUtlnEST TtfAT WE uC IT A~" SOCN AS 
pos~nlf., IIltAT . E t!A~ H M£RE CAN A , .. ~ Y TO ALt 
or J'm f'Ff ov t NeE SIN V ItT NAt! • . 
6. t1f.ANW~n.r, I Ar; GCfNG TC GEJ. t;\t', TC GifT Tlff 
At'iVN OPINION O~ OU~ grw.,v AN) HArt Hn~ fORWARD HI:; 
ce~;t:!t4'r S T m CU(JH C\lt4 CHANNEL S T C SA 1 GeN. I wcu. n 
l{OPf T NAT 4t1l~ ca.. f.l;y wett.:: at. ... 01 NG T HE SA~£ ON IU S 
END. r tttD AP~[CIATl ANY ASSISTll'CE THAT YCH CAN 
~rv' T MAT \i Itt GtT flUS r.Qv n~Q. 

\I"'~~ ~EG.l~lJS 
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5. LT COL TEMP COMMENTED THAT AMB ca BY WANTED US TO
STAFF THIS PAPER WHICH WE HAVE) AND FORWARD IT ON TO
MACV FOR FIRMTE? DETAILED STAFFING. (YOUR STAFF HAS
A COPY.) HE AL SC REQUESTED THAT GENLAM'S POSITION
BE FORWARDED. I HAVE TAKEN STEPS TC HAVE GEN L AM
FORWARD HIS COMMENTS ON THIS PROPOSAL. I HAVE T AL KED
TO HIM IN THE PA ST AND HE DCES AGREE. I AN DISTURSED,
THOUGH, BY THE POTENTIAL DEL AYS IN STAFFING WHICH I
FORESEF ARE GOING TO OCCUR UN.ESS WE TAKE STEPS NOW
TO PREVENT SUCH DEL AYS. I BELIEVE THAT NOW IS THE TIME
TO TAKE STEPS TO IMPLEMENT THIS PROPOSAL. I KNOW YOU
REALIZE THAT I MUST FIND OUT IF THE AREAS IN THE NORT HERN
PROVINCES ARE REALLY PACIFIED AND t MUST AL SO FIND CUT
CAND NOW IF THE 1ST ARVN DIV ISION CAN BE SPREAD OUT
TO REACT PROPERLY TO FILL THE GAPS CREATED BY THE
DEPARTURE OF AMERICAN FORCES. TO ME, THIS IS THE
DIRECTION IN WHICH WE MUST GO. I AM THANKFUL
THAT YOU ARE CONSIDERING MAKING THUA THIEN A TEST
CASE, BUT I SUGGEST THAT WE DC IT AS SOON AS
POSSIEL . WHAT E LEARN HERE CAN APPLY TO ALL
OTHER PROVINCES IN VIETNAE.
5. MEANWHILE, I AM GOING TO GEN At TO GET THE
ARVN OPINION ON OUR STUDY AND HAVE HIN FORWARD HIS
COMMENTS THR CUGH GVN CHANNEL TO SAIGON. I WOULD
HOPE THAT AME CORRY WOULD BE DOING THE SAME ON HIS
END. T CILD APPRECIATE ANY ASSISTANCE THAT YOU CAN
GIVE THAT WILL GET THIS MOVING.

WA° REGARDS
GP-4
75

NNNN HAS BEEN SENI CONFIDENTIAL
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: )(- ORIGINATOR CG III MAF 05 JULY 69 A - ACTION / COGN lZANCE 
I ~RI~L~ /l,;UN I nUL. DATE I C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATTON 

\#ut"w d... OF3 i 
~: ~~ :~:;'WiON 050210Z JUL 69 COPIES REeo 

lm[ 
INITIAL 

I SUBJECT ROUTE SECTION CODE 
TN OUT SENS IT I VE/EXCLUS I VE FOR MCEO 

CG REMARKS 
DCG 

iTHtS DOC\IM£NT MAY NOT 8E RETAINEO 
DeG AIR OVER NftHT EXCEPT AS NOTED I N FORCE I CIS OnER PSSll.4_. 

i .DC IS 
THE -=ORO OF DISClOSURE MUST 8E IDC/SPUN 
S1GNID' IV ALL PlMONS SIGHTING THIS I 

SIS ~. I. 
G -, .•.. - ~ 

G-2 
6-3 

G-4 ORIG - CG 
G-5 REL -CG -
.G 

CAP ~~ .,.«","'~ ," - " <~' ~~ 

~ 
# ;(:".",'r'!,,". 

:""'?~~' :i ')~ if ~~11f.f;'~ ,,' t{~) -A5J ~;::~ 
~ ,. I ':OROS ~I1!' lj. "-b ~:::: r j ;~~r t4i ~i:'! ~_' , ~t;" ,r:~elfAANS ' 

ENGR ,;'''': ,,"'\ :) 
, Has co ~<" a j . 

'~ " INS? ~ ~' .- " 
MTO 
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OP A-NA[ 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET III MAF FORM 5216(REV3-68)
FROMOPERATION CODE DATE

x- ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAF 05 JULY 69A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL / CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION

1- INFORMATION
2 OF 3 COPIES050210Z JUL 69S-GIGNATURE COPY RECO

SUBJECTDATE
SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL

SENSITIVE/EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEOOUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

DCG AIR OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
ORDER P5511.4C/S

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BEDC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

S/S DOCUMENT.
G-1

G-2

G-3
ORIG - CGG-4
REL - CGG-5

G-6

EXCLUSIVE

CAP

ADJ

COROS

EMB/ TRANS

FOR

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
ORD

Cy#sts

G-3 152150H Julky

PSY OPS

SUPPLY

LEGAL

Khumour
PMO

sac
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TOP SECRET

PTTTZYUW RHMMAFA0499
RUMLIHA.

ZNY TTTTT
P 050210Z JUL 69
FM CG III MAR DNG
TO RUHMFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW

I 521 CR E I/SENSITIVE/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE/INFOBT

MGEN QUILTER, FROM LIGEN NICKERSON /MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYVOELIVER

DURING WORKING HOURS ONLY

FORCE PLANNING (U)
be ADMIN FMFPAC 2703112 JUN 69

le (S) APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS EXPRESSED IN REF A ON

DEPLOYMENT. CONSIDER FOLLOWING INFO TO BE PERTINENT

2. (S) THE PROPOSAL TO REDEPLOY VMFA-334 VICE VIFA-115 UNDER MACV

OPLAN 182-63 WAS MADE WITH THE INTENTION OF REQUESTING AUTHORITY OF

CG FMFPAC FOR AN INTER-THFPAC EXCHANGE OF VMFA-182 (F)44) AND VMFA-232

(FOAD) SHORTLY AFTER THE VMFA-334 MOVE IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT SINGLE

SITE IMA SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AIRCRAFT WOULD BE CONTINUED

AT IWAKUNI. THESE REDEPLOYMENTS WOULD COMPLY WITH THE INTENT OF OMC

MSG 1214582 JUN AND ENHANCE THE CURRENT MAG-15 AIR-TO-AIR COMMITMENT

WITH THE IMPROVED Fold WEAPONS SYSTEM.

PAGE TWO RWMMARA0499 TOPSEORI ISENSITIVE/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

LIGEN BUSE/INFO MGEN QUILTER, FROM LIGEN NICKERSON/MARINE CORPS EYES

ONLY/DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS ONLY

3. (TS) THE SEQUENTIAL EXECUTION OF THESE PROPOSED REDEPLOYMENTS ARE

AS FOLLOWS:
13 AUG-VHFA-334 SURFACE LIFT IN APPROVED LST SHIPPING DEPARTS

FROM CHU LAI
22 AUG=LST SHIPPING ARRIVES IWAKUNI

25 AUG-VMFA-334 STANDS DOWN FROM IN-COUNTRY OPERATIONS

28 AUG-VUFA-334 PERSONNEL, AVIONICS VANS AND SELECTED REI

ROTABLE POOL SPARES DEPART BY AIR LIFT FOR IWAKUNI

CAIRFIELD OPENS)
30 AUG-VMFA-334 (F-4J) ACFT DEPART FOR IWAKUNI VIA AERIAL

REFUELING AND CHOPS TO 9TH MAB/MAG-15

SEP-VMFA-334 ACCEPTS AIR-TO-AIR CONTINGENCY COMMITMENT
03

FROM VMFA-122
06 SEP-VHFA-122 PERSONNEL AIRLIFTED IWAKUNI TO CHU LAI.

RETURN FLIGHT VMFA-232 PERSONNEL AIRLIFTED CHU LAI TO

IWAKUNI
07 SEP-VNFA 122 (F=4B) ACFT DEPART FOR CHU. LAI VIA AERIAL

REFUELING AND CHOPS TO FIRST MAW

10 SEP-VIFA-232 (Fedd) ACFT DEPART FOR IWAKUNI VIA AERIAL

REFUELING AND CHOPS TO 9TH MAB/MAG-15

PAGE
I ur 2 PAGES

6/11
3 COPIES TOP SECRETOFCOPY!!! MAF 2100/4
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PAGE THREE RHDNAFA0499 Ford OPSECRE W/SENSITIVE/SPEDAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
LIGEN BUSE/INFO MEEN QUILTER, FROM LIGEN NICKER SON/MARINE CORPS EYES
ONLY/DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS ONLY
NOTES: 1. VNFA-232 CAN OPERATE IN THE AIR-TO-GROUND MODE

FOR 12414 DAYS AND AIR-TO-AXR MODE 245 DAYS
W/O IMA SUPPORT WHICH DEPARTS 28 AUG. SQUADRON
WELL BE TASKED FOR AIR-TO-ORDEND ROLE WHILE ON
COUNTRY.

2. REQUISITE ADVANCE PARTIES ALL SQUADRONS WILL BE
AIRLIFTED TO RELOCATED BASE.

40 (S) LOGISTIC ASPECTS CONSIDERED ENVISION THE SEA TAIL OF BULK AND
HEAVY LIFT SCHEDULED ON THE APPROVED SHIPPING. THE VNFA=1227232
EXCHANGE WOULD BE CONFINED TO REDEPLOYING PERSONNEL AND MINOR
EQUIPMENT BY AIRLIFT.
As SHIPPING VMFA-334 MARINE CORPS T/E, FAIR SHARE GSE/HML
SECTION M NON-AFF ROTABLE SPARES, AND SUPPLY SUPPORT.
3. AIRLIFY-SEVEN AVIONICS VANS, SELECTED RFI ROCABLE POOL
SPARES AND 10 DAY PACK-UP.
C. GARRISON PROPERTY VMFA-334 WILL NOT MOVE GARRISON PROPERTY
SINCE MAG-1 HAS ADEQUATE QUANTITY ON HAND.
D. SECOND INCREMENT OF AVCAL OUTFREEKING AT ELIORO- IT IS
UNDERSTOOD THAT MONEY HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO FUND THE SECOND
AVCAL OUTFITTING INCREMENT BEING ASSEMBLED AT EL TORO. THIS

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA6499 I E C.R E. P/SENSITIVE/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
LIGEN BUSE/INFO MGEN QUILTER, FROM LIGEN NICKERSON/MARINE CORPS EYES
ONLY/DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS ONLY
PACKAGE COULD BE DIVERTED TO MAG-15 VICE MAG-13 AND SHOULD ARRIVE
THERE DURING THE GENERAL TIME FRAME OF THE PROPOSED RELOCATION,
5. (S) INITIAL REASONING FOR SUBSTITUTING VMFA-334 VICE VMFA-115
AS PART OF PHASE I REDEPLOYMENT WAS TO: PRECLUDE HAVING TO ROTATE
TWO VMFA (F-4B) SQUADRONS BACK IN-COUNTRY AT A LATER DATE.
GP-4
BT
0499

PAGE 2
OF

PAGES
6/212 3COPY OF TOP SECRET!!! MAF 2100/4 COPIES
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SECRET mMAF FORM 5216(REV3-68) 

OPERATION COOE FROM 1 DATE 
)c- ORIGINATOR , eG III ~i.A1 06 JULy 69 A-ACT!ON I COGNIZANCE 

SERIAL# I CONTROL DATE C-COMMENT lRECOMMENDATroN 
I - IN F()RMATION • 061020Z 1,2, 3 
s - SIG~ATURE I coPY .. OF COPIES RECO 

/DATE , IIJITIAL 
SUB.lECT 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
~IN OUT j SPE.cAT EXCLUSIVE 

U- CG t' ." ~~- II rhE"ARl(Sc~ 
, 

-:t\ OCG V ; i j' "'v' THIS DOC MENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND - DCG AIR r'" ! I MUST BE RETURNEO TO FORCE sac WITHIN '. 
.2- I- CIS .~\ ;'.' 'I 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/OISPOS-

OCIS 
,., 

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

OCIS PLAN 

/ SIS .z 2LL ,9\ Do ~ 
StFNT G-I , 

),J-. IrS 115 E tv G-2 

6-3 

G-4 
G-5 
G-6 

CAP 

AO.l 

CORDS 

FMB/TRANS 

ENGR 

H as CO 

INSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 
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SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
x- ORIGINATOR CG III MAF 06 JULY 69A- ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATECOMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON
1,2, 31- INFORMATION 6 0610202

S SIGNATURE COPY # OF COPIES RECO
SUBJECTDATEROUTE SECTION INITIALCODE SPECAT EXCLUSIVEIN OUT

July

4 NCG REMARKS

31 my
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN
2 C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

DC/S ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.
DC/S PLAN

2/6I 1288S/S

HAS BEEN
SENT

G-1
G-2
G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
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o /I'lil021'!fl; "Ttl 
FM, ~81tI, ftA' 
T 0 C'S~" JIA,e 
z tttl 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

SPECAT EXCtL SIVE F'ffi SGEN W IL SON FROM 9GtN DOOLEY 
DaIVER TO GEN WIlSON IMMEDUTEL Y 
I. Fa..L 0/' INS MESSAGE QUOTED I'm YOUR INFO' QuarE: . 
c "'!6 ~g5 lZ 
FN CG THIRD MARD IV (REIN) 
To CG III r~F 
INFO CS XXIV, eCR PS 
ZEN 
SECRET 
SUBt Ca~lhAMI INCIDENT REPCRT 
1- MA:56EN wn..L tA~l K. JONES. USi"JC RECEIVED A GUNSHOT WOUND 
1 DONG 11A COMBAT BASE. THIS DATE, UNDER F'Q..L 0'", ING CIRClJ'!-
STANCES: ' 
'TIME -APPROX 1240H, 6JlLY 1969 
B. FLAC[ - ourSIDE GENERAl..fS MESS ON WAYTO QUARTERS 
AFTER LUNCH. 
C. l.OOAT ION - M ISSn. E ENTRY - WEB PORT ION OF L Err HAND 
lET, tn.t THl.I1B AND rN>EX FINGER. COURSE UNDER SKIN I'm SEVERAl 
INCHES ATD REStLTING IN 9..IGHf fRACTURE OF THIRD METACARPAL. 
Rf'UND APPARENTtYENTEREO AT TERtUMAl VELOCITY. 
D. "eTleN - Fl.<1',N BY HELICOPTER TO ;g) ~EDIC"L BATTA!. ICN. 
R~UNJ) suO:Essn.tLY RENWED BY SURGERY AND NO COMR..ICATIONS 
ENCOUNTERED. PATIENT F1..OIIN TO HOSPITAL SHIP USS SANCTUARY 
SU~SF:QUENT TO OPERATION FCR INITIAL CONVALESENCE. 
i INVESTIGATION - DIVISION PRCft/OST f'lARSHAL PERSONAlL Y 
CONDUCT ING INVEST IGATION. INIT tAl RE?CRT IND ICATES UNKNO~iN 
CALIBER· FIRED fROM ftREIGN BCLT ACfION TYPE \t:EAPON. 
F. PR CGNOSIS - EXCEL!. ENT. R E1 lR N TO DUTY vJIT'KtN 7-14 DAYS. 
G. COMMAND - m Ie SEN FaLER ASSU~iES COMMAND RF.L CCATES 
CP AT DHCB. 
UNQUOTE 
BP-4 
315 

_I 

::</(11_ 
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0 06102% ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FEFPAC
ZEM
SECRET
SPECAT EXCULSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DOOLEY
DELIVER TO GEN WILSON IMMEDIATELY
1. FOLLLOING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFO:
QU OTE
C 06035 1Z
FM CG THIRD MARDIV (REIN)
TO CG III MAF
INF C CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
SECRET
SUB : COMMAND INCIDENT REPORT
1. MAJ GEN WILLIAM K. JONES, USNC RECEIVED A GUNSHOT WOUND
I DONG HA COMBAT BASE, THIS DATE, UNDER FOLL OWING C IRC UM-
STANCES:
A TIME - APPROX 1240H, 6 JULY 1969
B. PLACE - OUT SIDE GENERAL 'S MESS ON WAY TO QUARTERS
AFTER LUNCH.
C. LOCATION - MISSILE ENTRY - WEB PORTION OF LEFT HAND
BET EEN THUMB AND INDEX FINGER. COURSE UNDER SKIN FOR SEVERAL
INCHES ATD RESULTING IN SLIGHT FRACTURE OF THIRD METACARPAL.
R OUND APPARENTLY ENTERED AT TERMINAL VELOCITY.
D. ACTION - FLOW BY HELICOPTER TO 3D MEDICAL BATTAL ION.
ROUND SUCCESSFULLY REMOVED BY SURGERY AND NO COMPLICATIONS
ENC OUNTERED. PATIENT FL OW N TO HOSPITAL SHIP USS SANCTUARY
SURSEQUENT TO OPERATION FOR INITIAL CONVALESENCE.
E INVESTIGATION - DIVISION PROV OST MARSHAL PERSONALLY
CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION. INITIAL REPORT INDICATES UNK NOWN
CALIBER FIRED FROM FOREIGN BOLT ACTION TYPE WEAPON.
F. PROGNOSIS - EXCELLENT. RETURN TO DUTY WITHIN 7-14 DAYS.
G. COMMAND - BRIG GEN FULER ASSUMES COMMAND RELOCATES
CP AT DHCB.
UNQUOTE
GP-4
375

21(11NNNN
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A--ACT ION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE
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DCG

DCG AIR
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TO CG XX IV COR PS PHB 
CG FIR Sf MARDIV D NG 
C GAMER ICAL D IV ClL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
C ON l' IDE N T I A LFOR LIGEN ZAIS, 

.. 

MGENS SIMPSON, RAi'1$Y AND QUD..TER FROM LTGEN NIC1\ERSON 
1. T 1£ FG.LOWN ING MSG IS READDRE SSED FOR YOUR 
INIi'<HMAT ION AW CC14PL lANCE: 
QUOIE 
o 060421Z Z YH Z FF-4 Z 1'1'-1 
JiM MG TWOtHEND CHIEF OF SfAFF MAO! SAIGON 
rO.GENERALBROWN roR 1fH AIR FORCE 
l.TG i'4lLDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH 
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAFDANANG 
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAV FORV SAIGO,N 
l.TG CORCORAN CG lli'FV NHA TRANG 
l.TG EWE.LL CG II F'F'V LONG BINH 
Me WET HER n..L CG DMA C CA N I HO 
ZEM 
CON Ii' 1 DEN T 1 A L MAC 8685 EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT: D·ISCUSSIONS WITH NEWS MEDIA REGARDING RULES OF 

E NSAGI!:MENT (u) 
1. (c) RE CE Nr L Y A SEN lOR U. s. 0 I'F lCER AN) HIS ARV N co UNTERPART 
i£LD A JOINI' NEW S ER IE FINS D lR INS WHICH THEY WERE ASKED SPECIFICALLY 
IF FIRE UPON Tl£lR INSTALL AT IONS HAD ORIGINATED IN CAMBODIA AND IF' 
THEY HAD RET LRNED FIRE INfO CAMBODIA. THEY REPLIED ACCURATELY AN) 
TRUfHFLLLY THAT RETURN FIRES INI'O CAMBODIA HJ:D BEN MADE; HOW­
EVER, T l£lR STATEME NI S WENT BEYOND THE APPROVED POL ICY OF MEREL Y 
STATING t HAT COMMANDERS HAVE THE INHERENT R rsrrr TO RETURN FIRE IN 
DE FE NSE OF T l£ IR POSlT 10 NS. T }E Y SHOULD HAVE AN9IJ ER ED ALL OT HER 
SPECIFIC QLESf IONS WITH "NO COMI4ENT" At{) lHAT "Ru..ES OF ENGASEMENf 
ARE SOMETHING WHICH THE COMMAND DOES NOT D ISa..OSE FOR OBVIOUS 
REA SONS." 
2. (C) DCOMU91AC HAS D !REelED THAT COl'li'lAIDER S BE REMINDED TO 
INSTRUCT THEIR srAFF FERSONr£L AND SUBORDINATE (l)MMANDERS TO 
EXERCIS!: EXTREME CME IN ANSWERlt«l Ql£sr IONS wHICH DEAL WITH 
RULE S OF ENGAGEMENT AND SPECIFICALLY IN IT H RETURINs FIRES INfO· 
NEIGHBORINGCOUNfRIES. COMMANDERS, TtEm 105, AND OTHER 
PERSONNEL WHO MAY BE EXPOS!:D TO THE PRESS SHOll.D NOT HESITATE TO 
ANSWER "NO COMMENT," "T HAT IS A SUBJE cr BEYOND BY PlfiVIEW AID 
COMPETENCE," OR "OtH FORCES HAVE r J£ INHERENT RIGHT TO DEFEND 
THEMSELVES AND Wl£N THEY ARE FmlW ON, THEY FIRE BACK." UNTIL 
T J£RE IS A CHANGE IN CURRENT POLl CY, A'tnT HI NG BEYOND FOREGO ING 
SfATEMENfS IS NOI REPEAT NOT AUTHORIZED. 
ssa Nor E: DEI.. rvER D lR INS DUTY . HOURS.. . eut-c' .. , . , 
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CBONFIDENTIALFOR LIGEN ZAIS,
MGENS SIMPSON, RAMSEY AND QUILTER FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWNING MSG IS READDRESSED FOR YOUR
INFORMATION AND COMPLIANCE
QUOTE
0 060421Z ZYH ZFF-4 Z FF - 1.

FM MG TW ON SE ND CHIEF OF STAFF MACV SAIGON
TO GE NE RAL BROWN WD 7TH AIR FOR CE
LIG MILDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAV FORV SAIGON
LIG COR CORA N CG IFFV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG IIFFV LONG BINH
MG WE CG DMAC CA N THO
ZEM
C N I A L MAC 8685 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: DISCUSSIONS WITH NEW S MEDIA REGARD ING RULES OF

ENGAGEMENT (U)
1. (C) RECENTLY A SENIOR U.S. OFFICER AND HIS ARV N COUNTERPART
HELD A JOINT NEW S BRIEFING UR ING WHICH THEY WERE AS KED SPECIFICALLY
IF FIRE UP ON THE IR INSTALL AT IONS HAD ORIGINATED IN CAMBODIA AND IF
THEY HAD RET UR NED FIRE INTO CAMBOD IA. THEY REPLIED ACCURATELY AND
TRU HFULLY T HAT RETURN FIRES INT C CAMBOD IA HAD BEN MADE; HOW -
EVER, THE IR STATEMENTS WE NT BEYOND THE APPROVED POLICY OF MERELY
STATING THAT COMMANDERS HAVE THE IN HE RE NT RIGHT TO RETURN FIRE IN
DE FENSE OF THEIR POSIT IONS. THEY SHOULD HAVE ANSWERED ALL OTHER
SPECIFIC QUE SI IONS WITH "NO COMMENT" AND THAT "RULES OF ENGAGEME
ARE SOMETHING WHICH THE COMMAND DOES NOT DISCLOSE FOR OBVIOUS

ASONS."
(C) DCOMUSMAC HAS D IRECTED THAT COMMANDERS BE REMINDED TO2.

INSTRUCT THEIR STAFF PERSONNEL AND SUBORD INATE COMMANDERS TO
EXERCISE EXTREME CARE IN ANSWERING QUESTIONS WHI CH DEAL WITH
RULE S OF ENGAGEMENT AND SPECIFICALLY W IT H RETURING FIRES INTO
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. COMMANDERS, THE IR IOS, AND OTHER
PERSONNEL WHO MAY BE EXPOSED TO THE PRESS SHOULD NOT HE SITATE TO
ANSWER "NO COMMENT, "THAT IS A SUB JECT BEYOND BY PURVIEW AND
COMPETENCE, OR "OUR FOR CE S HAVE THE INHERENT RIGHT TO DEFEND
HEM SELVES AND WHEN THEY ARE FIRED ON, THEY FIRE BACK." UNTIL
THE RE IS A CHANGE IN CURRENT POLICY, ANYTHING BEYOND FOREGO ING
STATEMENTS IS NOT REPEAT NOT AUTHORIZED.
SSO NOTE: DELIVER D UR ING DUTY HOURS.
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PTTCZYUW RHMNAFA1251
ZNY CCCCC
RUHHEMA -I RUEBHOA
P 1007462 JUL 69
FM CG 111 MAR
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMP-PAC
INFO RUEBNOW.CMC
BT
C 0 I D E N I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FOR LTGEN BUSE INFO GEN WALT FROM LYGEN NICKERSON
An CMC MSG 0918242 JULGS
10 IN RESPONSE TO REQ CONTAINED IN REF As PLEASE BE

INFORMED THAT IN JULY OF 1967 A CONVOY RETURNED FROM
TRA BONG WITH EIGHT TONS OF CINNAMON ON TWO OR THREE
TRUCKS. GEN LAM HAD AN ORDER OUT AGAINST HAULING
CINNAMON ON TRUCKS: WHETHER OR NOT GEN TOAN KNEW IT,
I DON'T KNOW. BUT HE GEN TOAN, INFORMED GEN LAM THAT
THIS CINNAMON HAD BEEN BROUGHT OUT FROM TRA BONG.

THE SITUATION WAS AIRED AT THIS TIME AND AMONG OTHERS,
GEN VINN KNEW ABOUT IT.
2. THE MAN WHO RECEIVED THE CINNAMON GAVE 200,000
PIASTERS TO THE 2ND ARVN DIVISION FUND, AND THE FUNDS
WERE DISTRIBUTED TO THE TROOPS. NO FUNDS WENT TO GEN

PAGE 2 RHMNAFA 1251 C o N.F I D 201 N I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
TOAN. IN MY ESTIMATION, HE IS CLEAN. X HAVE SEEN THE
FILES AND PAPERS ON THIS, AND ALTHOUGH I DON'T
READ VIETNAMESE, ( DO READ FIGURES.
3. AT THE TIME THAT THIS SITUATION AROSE, THERE
WAS A DISCUSSION IN SAIGON AS TO WHETHER OR NOT
TO GIVE TOAN COMMAND OF THE 23D INFANTRY DIVISION
VICE THE 2D ARVN DIVISION. THE DECISION WAS NO:
THAT THERE WAS NO REASON FOR IT AND THAT
EVERYTHING WAS IN ORDER.
so LAM SAID. THAT HE BELIEVES THAT, THE PRESENT
SITUATION IS POLITICALLY INSPIRED. IT STEMS FROM
THE FACT THAT THERE IS A NEW INSPECTOR IN SAIGON
NOW WHO HAS DUG UP SOME OLD PAPERS.
5. GEN LAM DISCUSSED WITH ME THE HISTORY OF THE
ANIMOSITY WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN THE CATHOLICS AND
BUDDHISTS OVER MANY YEARS AS A POSSIBLE BASIS FOR
WHAT IS CONSIDERED TO BE A POLITICAL PLOY NOW.
IT APPEARS TO ME THAT THIS MANEUVER IS REALLY AIMED
AT THIEU AND LAM THROUGH TOAN.
6. TOAN HAS NOT BEEN RELIEVED OF HIS COMMAND. AND

PAGE ) OF
2

PAGES

COPY 2 OF 3 COPIES CONFIDENTIAL
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NADir'CO 1 CO:R?S. I lH\S PRESE N'r (\\' ' 
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!SANINiJES!.I,GA!!ON BEING CONDUCTED BY BOTH lBE ,,':' 

. US: AND. ARVN~ SUXTtiBlE 'ACTION IS Ml0UT'r 0 nE Tti'KE~'.c 
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PAGE 3 RHMMAFA 1251 C 0 N I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
AS A MATTER OF FACT, HE WAS AT A DINNER GIVEN BY
GEN LAM WHICH HONORED MGENS YOUNGDALE AND QUILTER
LAST NIGHT. EVERYTHING APPEARED TO BE IN ORDER
AND HE RETURNED TO HIS DIVISION THIS MORNING.
7. GEN ROSSON WAS BRIEFED ON THIS SITUATION
BY GEN LAM THIS MORNING DURING A VISIT THAT ROSSON
MADE TO I CORPS. I WAS PRESENT.
8. THERE IS NO PARTICULAR IMPACT ON THE 2D ARVN
DIVISION AT THIS TIME. HOWEVER, I DO BELIEVE THAT
THE IMPACT WOULD BE SERIOUS IF TOAN WERE RELIEVED.
9. RELATED TO THE ABOVE, WE HAVE ANOTHER STICKY
WICKET WHICH EXISTS IN THE 1ST ARVN DIVISION. GEN
TRUONG IS CLEAN, BUT APPARENTLY SOME OFFICERS FROM
HIS DIVISION C-4 SHOP CONNIVED WITH SOME US ARMY
OFFICERS TO SELL POL TO VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS. THERE
IS AN INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED BY BOTH THE
US AND ARVN. SUITABLE ACTION IS ABOUT TO BE TAKEN
TO DISCIPLINE ALL PARTIES CONCERNED. TRUONG FEELS
QUITE BADLY ABOUT IT BECAUSE HE CONSIDERS IT A BLOT
AGAINST HIS RECORD. HE HAS OFFERED HIS RESIGNATION,

PAGE 4 RHMMAFA 1251 C.O N T E A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
BUT GEN LAM WILL NOT ACCEPT IT. WE CANNOT AFFORD
TO LOSE TRUONG. I MIGHT ADD THAT I DO NOT EXPECT
SIMILAR PUBLICITY ON THIS ONE AS ON TOAN.
GP-4
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10 THE FOLLOWING use IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
P. 0918242 JILL 69
FM CMC
TO RHMMAFA/CG 111 MAF
BT
C 0 FIDENTIAL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FROM

GEN WALT
CHARGES AGAINST BGEN TYAN
: (C) AP DISPATCHES FROM SAIGON REPORT GEN TYAN CHARGED
WITH MISUSE OF COMBAT SUPPORT FUNDS, PROFITEERING AND
PROVIDING GOVERNMENT TRANSPORTATION FOR DANANG BUSINESSMEN.
2. (C) WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFO YOU HAVE ON CIRCUMSTANCES,
AND MORE IMPORTANT, YOUR ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT OF INCIDENT

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 1258 C o NFIDENTI A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
ON EFFECTIVENESS IN SECOND ARVN DIVISION AND SITUATION IN
QUANG TIN AND QUANG NGAI PROVINCE.
3. (U) WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
UNQUOTE
2. MY 1007462 JUL SS IS RESPONSE TO MSG QUOTED PAR 1.

GP-4
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SUBJECT: CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 
1., DEPCO!~lUS~jj~,CV H(.~S ISSUED THE FOLLOi;fIM~ INSTEUCTIONS~ 

A~, HJ THE LIGHT OF PHESENT !H,lNING ~ REQUEST T I ADDRESS 
CONTINUE TO REVIEW CLOSELY THE CONSTRUCTION P!10GfL~1'! IN 
RESPECTIVE AREAS. JEerS THAT CAN BE DONE WITHOUT OR ~RE 

CE TO HAVE ARE TO BE STOPPED. OR REDUCTED IN S TO ABSOLUTE 
ESSENTIALSe AlJSJERITY IS To BE OBSERVED IN ORDER 10 CONSERVE 

INDLING CONSTRUCTION FUNDS NEEDED FOR RUNAF 1M OVEMENI AND 
tfJODERNIZ ION" . 
. B. AS U. S. FORCES REDUCED IN BASE AREAS 1 EVERY POSSIBLE 

EFFORT IS TO BE MADE TO PROVIDE T VACATED FACILITI TO T 
RVNAF IN CRDER TO CONSERVE MASF CONStUCTION FUNDS. T 
FACILITIES TURNED OVER TO THE RVNAF l~fiE. EXPE TO 82 IN 
GOOD OPERATIVE CONDITION AND AS GOOD AS THOSE PROGR D 
UN:J£R THE FORCE STRUCTURE! ASE PROGH (i 

C" H'] A'DDrtION TO THE NSnW ION RE E:"l ~ A HARD LOOl< IS 
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OTTCZYUW RHMMAFA1881 1951546-CCCC--RUMLBPA RUMHLAA RUMLMHA RUMLLIA

RUMLMPA.
ZNY CCCCC
0 141546Z JUL 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMLBPA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB
RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG
RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW DNG
RUMLLIA/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL
RUMLMPA/CG FORLOGCOMO DNG
BT
C 0 N.F I D Ext N T I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/FOR LIGEN ZAIS
MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN THRASH, MGEN RAMSEY AND BGEN

FEELEY FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

QUOTE
0 1106402 ZYH ZFF-A ZFF-1
FM MG TOWNSEND COFS MACV SAIGON
TO GEN BROWN KDR 7AF
LTG NICKERSON CG 111 MAF DANANG
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV NHA TRANG
LTG VEWELL CG II FFORCEV LONG BINK

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA1881 C 0 N F AL/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

MG WETHERILL DMAC CAN THO
MG MABRY ASST DCG USARV LONG BINH
ZEM
C o N F I E N T I A L MAC 8929 EYES ONLY

SUBJECT: CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
1. DEPCOMUSMACV HAS ISSUED THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS:

Ao IN THE LIGHT OF PRESENT PLANNING, REQUEST THAT ADDRESSEES

CONTINUE TO REVIEW CLOSELY THE CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM IN

RESPECTIVE AREAS. PROJECTS THAT CAN BE DONE WITHOUT OR ARE

NICE TO HAVE ARE TO BE STOPPED, OR REDUCTED IN SCOPE TO ABSOLUTE

ESSENTIALS. AUSTERITY IS TO BE OBSERVED IN ORDER TO CONSERVE

DWINDLING CONSTRUCTION FUNDS NEEDED FOR RVNAF IMPROVEMENT AND

MODERNIZATION.
B. AS U. S. FORCES ARE REDUCED IN BASE AREAS, EVERY POSSIBLE

EFFORT IS TO BE MADE TO PROVIDE THE VACATED FACILITIES TO THE

RVNAF IN ORDER TO CONSERVE MASF CONSTUCTION FUNDS. THOSE

FACILITIES TURNED OVER TO THE RVNAF ARE EXPECTED TO BE IN

GOOD OPERATIVE CONDITION AND AS GOOD AS THOSE PROGRAMED

UNDER THE FORCE STRUCTURE INCREASE PROGRAM.
C. IN ADDITION TO THE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW, A HARD LOOK IS

PAGE OF 2
PAGES

COPY I OF 3 COPIES
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PAGE 3 RHMNAFA 1881 C 0 N F. I D E NT I AL/SPECIT EXCLUSIVE FOR
REQUIRED AT CURRENT WORK BEING PERFORMED FOR OPERATIONAL
SUPPORT OR MINOR NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE SURE THAT OVER.
BUILDING IS NOT REPEAT NOT BEING DONE.
2. WARM REGARDS.
GP-d
ST
UNQUOTE
GPod
BT
1881
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OPERATION COOE FROM I DATE 
X- ORIGI NATOR CG III MAF 15 JUL 69 
A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE 

SERIAL# I CONTROL DATE C -COMMENT I RECOMWENDATJON 
I - I NF")RMAnON 141548Z JUL 69 COP'firt I oF3 COPIES RECO 5 - SIG~ATURE 

DATE 
, IIJITIAL 

SUBJECT 
ROUTE SECTION CODE 

IN OUT EXCLUSIVE FOR 
CG REMARKS 
DCG THI DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

DCG AIR ST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 
~ CIS ~ '}A 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/D/SPOS-

DCIS ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

OCIS PLAN 

I SIS ~ '7~ I:) •• ~ 
G-I , 
G-2 

G-3 ORIG AS/S 
G-4 REL Asls 
G-5 

=XCI . c' E G-6 • CAP " 

ADJ 1 ~ ,l)~~_ ~i 
CORDS FOR' IEMS/TRANS 

ENGR 
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INSP 
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OP ANAL 
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SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

CG 111 MAF 15 JUL 69* ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATECOMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
31- INFORMATION 141548Z JUL 69 COPIES RECOOFCOPY-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE EXCLUSIVE FORIN OUT

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN

2 C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

2/15IS/S
G-1

G-2
ORIG AS/SG-3
REL AS/SG-4

G-5

EXCLUSIVE

G-6

CAP
ADJ

FOR

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac

HAS BEEN SENT
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PAGE 2 RHt'H-1AFfi 1882 SEC RET IS CAT EXCLUSI FOR 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 
A. COMUSMACV 1106402 

NEED TO CL REVIEW THE CONSTRU ION 
I. (0) REF A EMPHASIZED T 
PROGRAt<l IN ORDER 1'0 CONSER 
IN?ROVEtfjENl AND t10DER NIZf.ff ION" 

NSTRUCTION FU S NEEDED FOR NAP 

2,. W) THE PLAN TO PROVIDE FOH H1PROVEMENT AND r40DERNIZfH!ON OF 

RVNAF REQUIRES SUPPORT I NG F'ACILIT lES" THE COST TO PROVIDE 1'11£51:: 

FACILITIES EXCEEDS FUNDS PRESENTLY /.WAIL~'8LE" 

3" {C} ASSISTANT SEeDEr U AND t) SCHEDULED HJ .. {)UN'fRY 

LATTER PART ON JULY. IS EXPECTED BY MACV TO CRITICALLY 
RVIEW CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM. PARTICULARLY IN LIG or PARA I.A 

AND I.B OF REF A. ADVERSE ~ESULTS OF REVIEW WILL RESULT IN 
LOSS Of FUNDS AVAH,ASH.:HV" ~~OLLOlHNG PROJECt'S ~lRE RECQNMENDED 
FOR SPECIFIC REVIEW YO ASCERTAIN THAT T Y CANNOT BE STOPPED 

OR CUT BACK IN SCOPE IMt1EDIATELY~ 

PROJECT DES ! ION 

C=212 ?HU BA! iUHflELD INPROVENE NTS 

C-303 FIRST MEDICAL BATTALION HOSP!! 
0=501B MARINE AIR rERMHML IH DANANG 
Co5~2 AIRCRAFT HIGH SPEED REFUELERS 
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DE RMMMAFA1882 1951548
ZNY SSSSS
P 141548Z JUL 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV

RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW
RUMLMPA/CG FORLOGCOND

SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN JONES, MGEN SIMPSON, M GENBT

THRASK AND BGEN FEELEY FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION

"QUOTE"
R 130345Z JUL 69
FM COMNAVFORV
TO CG III MAF
COMNAVSUPPACT DANANG
BT
C o part A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE PERSONAL FOR

LIGEN NICKERSON AND RADM BONNER FROM VADM ZUMWALT

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA1882 SECRET /SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM
A. COMUSMACV 110640Z JUL 69 (NOTAL)

1. (C) REF A EMPHASIZED THE NEED TO CLOSELY REVIEW THE CONSTRUCTION

PROGRAM IN ORDER TO CONSERVE CONSTRUCTION FUNDS NEEDED FOR RVNAF

INPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION.
(U) THE PLAN TO PROVIDE FOR IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION OF

2.
RVNAF REQUIRES SUPPORTING FACILITIES. THE COST TO PROVIDE THESE

FACILITIES EXCEEDS FUNDS PRESENTLY AVAILABLE.

3. (C) ASSISTANT SECDEF (I AND L SCHEDULED TO BE IN-COUNTRY

LATTER PART ON JULY. HE IS EXPECTED BY MACV TO CRITICALLY

RVIEW CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF PARA 1.A

AND 1.B OF REF A. ADVERSE RESULTS OF REVIEW WILL RESULT IN

LOSS OF FUNDS AVAILABILITY. FOLLOWING PROJECTS ARE RECOMMENDED

FOR SPECIFIC REVIEW TO ASCERTAIN THAT THEY CANNOT BE STOPPED

OR CUT BACK IN SCOPE IMMEDIATELY:
DESCRIPTION
PHU BAI AIRFIELD IMPROVEMENTSPROJECT

FIRST MEDICAL BATTALION HOSPITALC-212
MARINE AIR TERMINAL AI DANANGC-303

AIRCRAFT HIGH SPEED REFUELERSC-501B
C-502
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FI~C!l~I!IES 

N SlOB 

NTAIN 

PPI.G}! Ii RH~~~lf~FAt8g2 SEC RET 
TO CYNCPACFLl 
CG HI ~H\F 
lE!"1 
SEC RET EYE S 0 Nt y 

R l:\ IS 
N f?i.SSURr£ 

ED S 0111E S 
BY 20 

M ICATIONS/CANCELL 
NDERS a WILL VISIT 

PERSONAL F-OR VADM BAm] GER pND LTG NICKERSON F'R Zm4LAL'I 
QUOTE 
p 1307382: 
FM BG YATES SGN VIETNAM 
TO GEN BR m~ N CDR 11' H ?\F 
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV saN VIETNAM 
!'1G MABRY ACTING DCG US;,RV LBN VIETNAM 
ZENlMG CONROY t.~""4 S8N VIETNM1 
ZEPl 
SEC R E l' tH~C 9032 EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT: MILITARY CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM VIETNAM 
I~ RECENT COMMUNI TIONS FROM JCS AND DOD POSE SOME 
QUESTIONS CONCERNING OUR ONoGOING CONSTRUCTION PR 
PLANNED FOR r HE H1ME1HATE fUTURE" AS M~ D{Mt!?LE I ~t,j CHf; 
A NS~JER I NG THE Ft)LtOtH NG QUEST IONS BEF'OiRE SECRETARY SHr.LU: 
ON 28 Jut 'i" '. 

PAGE--LOFLPAGES 
111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) 

DECLASSIFIED 

'\:1 ITH 
A O&L; 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

PAGE 3 RHMMAFA1882 SECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
AT DANANG
PARALLEL I/W AT MARBLE MOUNTAINC-527
MAINTENANCE FACILITIES FOR FIRST MAWC-584

NUMEROUS OTHER PROJECTS PROVIDING FOR ROADS, OPEN STORAGE, PARKING ,
COVERED STORAGE & COLD STORAGE AND OTHER UTILITIES.
4. (C) YOUR AGGRESSIVE PURSUANCE OF THE POLICY OF REF A IS URGENTLY
NEEDED TO CONSERVE CONSTRUCTION FUNDS SO THAT WE CAN ASSURE
REALIZATION OF VITAL FACILITIES FOR VNN AND VNMC ENHANCEMENT.
5. (C) YOU ARE PROBABLY WAY AHEAD OF ME BUT I NEED SOME SPECIFICS.
THEREFORE, REQUEST ADVISE RESULTS OF YOUR REVIEW BY 20 JUL WITH
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPECIFIC PROJECT MODIFICATIONS/CANCELLATIONS.
MY CONSTRUCTION FUNDING REP, CAPT SAUNDERS, WILL VISIT YOU 13-14
JULY WITH LOCAL DETAILS.
6. (U) WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
UNQUOTE
QUOTE
P 1310102
FM COMNAVNORV

PAGE 4 RKMMAFA1882 SECRET /SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
TO CINCPACFLT
CG III MAF
ZEM
S E C R E T EYES ONLY
PERSONAL FOR VADM BAUMBERGER AND LTG NICKERSON FROM ZUMLALT
QUOTE
P 1307382
FM BG YATES SGN VIETNAM
TO GEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SGN VIETNAM
MG MABRY ACTING DCG USARV LBN VIETNAM
ZEN/MG CONROY J=4 SGN VIETNAM
ZEM
SECRET MAC 9032 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MILITARY CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM VIETNAM
1. RECENT COMMUNICATIONS FROM JCS AND DOD POSE SOME HARD TO ANSWER
QUESTIONS CONCERNING OUR ON-GOING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM AND THAT
PLANNED FOR THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. AS AN EXAMPLE I°M CHARGED WITH
ANSWERING THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS BEFORE SECRETARY SHILLITO ASD(I&L)
ON 28 JULY.
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PAGE 5 RHMMAFA1882 SSCRET /SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
A. TO WHAT EXTENT HAS CURRENT PROGRAM BEEN CURTAILED TO ELIM-N

INATE ALL BUT MOST CRITICAL OPERATIONAL AND RVNAF MODERNIZATION
NEEDS?

B. TO WHAT EXTENT ARE RVNAF MODERNIZATION FACILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS BEING ACCOHODATED BY REPROGRAMMING OF CURRENTLY HELD
RESOURCES?

C. TO WHAT EXTENT CAN RVNAF MODERNIZATION FACILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS BE SATISFIED BY U.S. FACILITIES?
2. THE BIG QUESTION IS WHY WE NEED MORE MONEY AT THIS LATE DATE
AND WHY CAN'T WE FUND MORE RVNAF ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS WITH FUNDS
PRESENTLY HELD EITHER UNPROGRAMMED UNOBLIGATED OR PROGRAMMO TO
ON-GOING CONSTRUCTION, THE APPROACH IS A HARD LINE AND OUR
ANSWERS MUST BE ACCURATE AND FULLY JUSTIFIED. DURING THE NEXT
FEW DAYS Event WILL BE TALKING TO YOUR ENGINEER STAFF ASKING FOR
THEIR HELP IN PREPARING OUR ANSWERS. 1 WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR HELP
IN PROVIDING ADVICE THRU THESE OFFICERS. SPECIFICALLY UNDER
SCRUTINY ARE THE PROJECTS SUBMITTED BY THE RECENT "PRIORITY LIST OF
MILCON PROJECTS" SUBMITTED BY COMUSMACV MSGS 30646 DTG 22105 12 MAY
AND 35769 DTG 1710562 JUNE. YOUR REVIEW OF THOSE PROJECTS TO SEE
WHICH ARE SOFT AND CAN BE ELYMINATED OR THOSE THAT CON BY FUNDED WITH
FUNDS NOW HELD WOULD BE APPRECIATED.
GP-4
UNQUOTE
GP-4
BY
1882
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HEAD ARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATEx ORIGINATOR
CG 111 MAFA- ACTION /COGNIZANCE 15 JULY 69

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1- INFORMATION

2,3,4, 5S-SIGNATURE 0 1510202 COPY # OF COPIES RECO
DATE SUBJECTROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL

IN OUT

CG REMARKS
DCG

THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINEDDCG AIR OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
ORDER ₽5511.4.C/S

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BEDC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THISS/S
DOCUMENT.
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15:1020Z ZYH
RAF

TO CG XX IV CORPS
CG AMERICAL DIV
CG FIRST MARD IV
ZEN/DSA I CORPS
ZEM
COPSECRET NOFORN EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN ZAIS, MGE NS RAMSEY
AND SIMPSON AND COL RENWANZ FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. MEL ZA IS AND I HAVE BEN TASKED TO PROVIDE NLT 161500H JUL 69 TO
COI USHA CV OUR A SSESSMENT OF THE FOLLOWING:
A. UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONCEPT OF "VIETNAM IZ AT ION" OF THE WAR IN
VIETNAN BY RVNAF AT SENIOR OFFICER, JUNIOR OFFICER, NCO AND LOWER
LEVEL S,
B. REACTION ON THE PART OF RVNAF AT FORE 60 ING LEVELS TO THE BURRENTREPLACEMENT OF 25,000 US IR 00PS BY GVN FORCES.
C. EFFECT ON RV NA F MORALE OF THE CURRENT RE FL ACEMENT OF 25,026 USTROOPS BY GVN FORGES.
D. UNDERSTANDING OF *VIET BANIZATION* ON THE PART OF US FORCES AND
AT I T T D E OF US FORCES TOWARD THE REPLACEMENT CITED ABOVE.
2. IN ORDER TO PRESENT AN ASSESSMENT WHICH CONTAINS A COMPREHENSIVE
OVERVIEW OF ALL I CORPS I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE
A BOVE QUES IONS TO REACH ME NLT 160 60 OH BY THIS SAME CHANNEL.
3. FOR LIGGN ZAIS: YOUR INPUT TO ME AL SO REQUESTED BY 168600H.
4. ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THIS MESSAGE TO III MAF TELEPHONE 5425 OR
5255.
GP-4
209

NNNN

HAS BEEN. SE

SECRET NOFORN YOU
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X- ORIGI NATOR CO It It1'F 16 ,JUt... 69 
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TOP SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
16 JUL 69CG 111 MAFx- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL# / CONTROL DATE

C- COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

COPY2,2,3 OF 41- INFORMATION 0 1606202 JUL 69 COPIES RECO-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE OUTIN

REMARKSCG
THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINEDDCG
OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCEDCG AIR
ORDER P5511.4C/S

DC/S THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE
DC/S PLAN SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

DOCUMENT.S/S
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ZFF-12FF-4
M CG 111 MAY
TO COMUSIACV
ZEM
TOPSECRET NO FOR # EYS ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NIC KERSON
1. THIS RE SPONDS TO YOUR MESSAGE AC9893 DTS 1503052 JUL69.
THE FOLLOWING INCLUDES THE ASSESSME OF ca, XX IV CORPS, WHICH
HE DISPAT CHED D R R C CT TO YOU.
2. UNDERSTANDING OF THE "VIET MANIZATION CONCEPT. ALT HOUSH WE
NEVER USE THE TERM "VIET MARIZATION" IS ISCUSSIONS WITH OUR
COUNTERPARTS, I AM CERTAIN THAT SENIOR ARVN OFFICER S UNDERSTAND
FULLY THAT AMERICAN SPOKESME#, IN USING THE TERM ARE DESCRIBING
A CONCE PT IN WHICH THE ARVN WILL BE REQUIRED TO REPLA CE U.S.
FORCES IN I CORPS TACIT ICAL ZONE. 1 AM SURE T HAT LESSER RANKS
UNDERSTAND THE CONCERT, ALTHOUGH THE RECOME LESS DISCERM,
THE LOWER HE RANK.
3. REACTION TO ARV N REPLACEMENT OF 25,000 TROOPS. A GENERALLY
FAVORABLE REACTION STEMMING FROM NATIONAL IST 10 PRIDE THAT THEY
HAVE COME OF AGE. AS PROUD PATRIOTS A I D PROFESSIONAL SOLD IERS
THEY WELCOME THIS AS AN OBJECTIVE AND LOOK FORWARD TO IT S

ATTAIMENT. DURING DISCUSSIONS, SENIOR OFFICERS HAVE VOICED
A DETERMINAT 10# THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TO HAIDLE THE SITUATION
AND I AM UNAWARE OF ANY GLOOMY OR SULLER EXPRESSIONS OF PART 1-
CULAR CONCER # ON THE PART OF THE ARV N COMMANDERS. HOWEVER, I
DO DETECT SOME UNDER ST ANDABLE APPREHENSION AS TO T ME IR ABILITY
TO ASSUME THE PRESENT U.S. ROLE TIRELY ALONE WITHIN THE TIME
FRAME THEY T HINK THE USG HAS IN MIND. PART ICULARLY IF THE PRE-
SENT NVA HREAT EMAINS, I BELIEVE SENIOR OFFICERS LOOK UPOB
THE PRESENT 25,000 AS CAUSING NO PARTICULAR CONCER #, ALI HOUGH

URE WITHDRAWALS NIGHT IF THEY ARE MADE WITH SUCH RAPID IT
THAT THE ARVN CANNOT REACT FA SI THOUGH TO FILL THE VOID ENT IRE-
LY FR OM THE IR OWN RESOURCES. ALTHOUGH I'M NOT SURE LT BE # LAM
IS AWARE OF FURTHER II IDRAWALS FROM NICTZ IN HEAR FUTURE, HE
HA S STATED ON MORE T HA # ONE OCCASION THAT THE U.S. COULD WITH
DRAW MANY TR00PS FROM THE REPUBL IC OF VIET NAM IF THE NVA ALSO
II HDREW. THE COMMAIDER OF THE IST AND 2 # ARV DIVISIONS CO #-

TINUE TO SHOW AN INTEREST IN, AND PLANNING FOR ASSUMING GREATER
AREAS OF SIBIL RESULTING FROM THE WITHDRAW LLS. ON
14 JULY WHEN THE 1ST BATTAL ION, 9TH RINES DEPARTED DANANG FOR

REDE R. OYMENT TO OK INAY A, ARV # CONFIDENCE MANIFESTED IT ELF IN
LARGE PROFE SSIONALLY PAINTED SIGNS AND SPEE CHES BY SENIOR
GELITARY AND OFFICIALS AL PROCLAMING THAT THE GVN/

9(1).ARNN READY, WALING AND ARE TO TAKE OVER THE TASK.

9(1)
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A EFFECT ON ARV N MORALE OF CURRENT REPLACEMENT OF 25,000 U.S.

TROOPS. SOME WHAT EARLY AT THIS POINT IN TIME TO BE CONCLUSIVE,
ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO NOT ICEABLE DIMUNITION OF MORALE. AS

YOU KNOW, THE ARV# REY EMLY ON U. of FORCES FOR COMBAT

SUPPORT. IF THE REDEPLOYMENTS ARE ACCOMPLISHED T 00 RAPIDLY AR

THE ARV# ARE REQUIRED TO CONDUCT ADD II IONAL OPERAT IONS BEFORE

THIS COMBAT SUPPORT IS REPLACED E IT HER BY HE ARV N. RVNAF.

RESIDUAL U.S. FORCES OR A COMBINATION OF ALL, IT WILL HAVE All

ADVERSE PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT AND MORALE WILL TAKE A TURN FOR

THE WORST. THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE IF THE RELATIVELY SIGNIFI-

CANT THREAT S AL ONG THE BORDER AREAS AND CURRENT NVA PRESENCE

WITHIN ICTZ HAVE NOT DIMINISHED.
5. U.S. UNDERST ANDING OF VIETNAM IZATI0N. ALTHOUGH THE TERM IS

ELD01 USED AM ONG U.S. TROOPS, I BELIEVE ITS CONCEPT IS UNDER-

SI OOD BY ALL U.S. PERSONNEL. THEY ACCEPT THE WITHDRAWAL AS AN

EXPECTED, ALT HOUGH NOT COMPLETELY SAT ISFACIORY, COURSE OF ACT ION

AND ARE ANXIOUS TO ASSIST THE ARV N TO BECOME A MORE PROFICIENT

FIGHT ING FORCE. GENERAL ATT H I D E IS D IFFICULT TO ASSESS DEFIR-

ITELY SECAUSE OF COMPLICATIONS ON ONE HAND OR AN UNDERSTANDABLE

DE SIRE TO RETURN HOME AND ON THE OTHER HAND THE PAROCHIAL PRIDE

WHICH QUE SI IONS THE ABILITY OF ANYONE, CERTAINLY THE ARVN, TO

TRULY REPLACE THEM. MARINES OF 1 SI BATTALION, MARINES EX-

PRE SSED CONCERN AS TO WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN TO THE 4TH MARINES AFTER

9TH MAR INES LEAVE. SENIOR OFFICER S WITH AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE

ENEMY SIT UAT ION ARE CURRECTLY MAKING PLANS TO FILL THE VOIDS

RE SULT ING FROM sor H RECENT AND Ful URE WITHOR ANT SUFFICE IT

TO SAY THAI U.S. COMBAT PERSONNEL OF ALL TANKS ENTERTAIN IN

VARYING DE GREE S AN APPREHENSION AS TO THE ABILITY OF ARV # UNITS

TO WITHSTAND AL ONG THE CURRENT NV A THREAT OR THAT CAPABLE OF

BEING BROUGHT TO BE AR IN THE FUTURE.
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DECLASSIFIED 

• 
HEAOQUAR-rERS 

m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRET 
OPERATION COOE 

>r OfllGI N"TOR 
A..:.,wtION I COGNIZANCE 
C • COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 
I ";1 N F<')RMATION 
S -SIG~ATURE 

ROl.n'E£ SECTION C~\ ./"1N ..PA'I'E OUT < IIJITI!} SU8.i£CT . \ 

.iCG X . ,., ILJL /V ~MARKS 
pCG V ~ I ~ I THJS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

DCG AIR If V ......... ~UST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 
1-P'!,.....+..;;.;;.·~C/~S~+.""1:~-+--·+--...... -J"-'eI~ ., DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/Ol:SPOS-

.]; .. 

L;.·.· .. ~ .. :t:.:=.·v~··~:O.!:.C:../::.S -1_ ... ~-+.~7'J./~,'1... L~.,2/-4l.r Ju', 4,~~.tI..ttt..:z ... ~~" ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. It 

OC/S PLAN / ' 

I SIS I::r:- , /1 f-. IJ-
G-I ) / 

. G-2 

G-3 
G-4 
G-~ 

6-6 
.. ' CAP 

AOJ 

..... IEMB.1TRANS 
... ENGR 

HireS CO 

.. '.' ······ORO 
>"PSY OPS 

o;~ •. ~UP?LY 

'SlreC 

SECRET 
\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET HIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
CG m MAP 16 JUL 69* ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEc-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

16g4252 JUL 69 2,3 OF
1- INFORMATION

COPIES RECOCORS -SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE OUTIN

N

fredy

174 CG REMARKS

$ DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN

I3 C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

2/16 2/16 mL2 ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S I
DC/S PLAN

7/16
I/ S/S

HAS BEEN SENT
G-1
G-2

HAS copy
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6

CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL

PMO
sac

SECRET

(40

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.. 
o 161,14252 ZYH 
FM CG II I MAF 
TO C O~/US\~ACV 
ZEM 
SE C f( ;: T EYES ONLY 
SpECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN TOWI~SEi,;O FROM L i';:r:"" .. ISK~RSOI'l 
PERSO:JAL SECURITY ANDEMER GENCY EVACUA T I 0N Ai~ "OC7 CJCS. 
A. ~AC ~097 EYES ONLY DTG 150319Z JUL $9 
B. L{AGV 40907 OTG 140555Z JUL 69 
c. CPLM; 302-69 CG I.I I MAr 121426 [viAY S 
, .. (5) FDLLOWING SECURITY AND EMERGENCY t:'1!A;;UATIO(~ -:lLAI" 
WILL 3E HJ EFFECT DURING VISIT OF CJCS. 
A. ARRIVAL AT OANANG BASE OPERATIONS (12~~H). 
~) SECURITY BY 366TH SECURITY SQUADRO~ ~r~ 
REFEKE~'rCE c. 
Be E~JROUTE III MAF BY HELO (1205-1215H) 
(1) LtG':: F'IRETEAM (1",0 GUNSHIPS) ltJILL AC,.,OMDANY 
PARTY (1 51 \~A\Y). 
(2) CHAS: :-{ELO ',JILL TRAIL PARTY (1ST ;v:A':J). 
(3) '-:tl,R:;CH PATROL BOAT liTlLL BE 0;',; STAT1;) .. "[l •• A,,) 
,RIVER VICHHTY FLIGHT PATH (NSA). 
t. LU:,lC': Af:8 BRIEFING AT III !'1iAF (121"'-1 i; "51!). 
(1 ) SecURITY INSIDE I IIMAF C '::'MPomm PR 0" T'"'~"'" ":'v III i/,A '7' 

SECURITY PER REFERENCE c.' 
(2) Sr.:cU:\ITY OUTSIDE III MAF COtvlPOUNQ ?Rn''I'':-'' n,! 7,,:-) IV!P 

BN p2;:( ;(::?ERErJCE C. 
(3), ALL ':I=LJS HILL REMAII~ 0" PAD AT III iv'iti'-=' r:~n,;')OU,.J :JU::(IrJ] 
TnlE, PAiHY IS THERE TO EFFECT Eiv!ERGE:~CY """[\"";)1-\.10,. F :::?QUnED. 
D. E~;i\:JUTC T8 I CORPS HQ (1445 - 15Z5}{). en DA[\AGHAptlS 1, B (1) (2) A~m (3) A~G'.r,? rl""'~':. 
E. CALL C:' LTGZ!') LAM (1505 - 1535i-1). ' 
(1) JECUHEY IN FRONT OF I CORPS nO pi?0nI~'-c", '"'v '<En \'P -::'J'J. 
(2) :;::;CiJ;·11 T" lifIT HUI I CORPS HQ cO,v,rOll;~J w, A"':~~~, ~'( ARVl"';. 
(~) ALL "ZL)S 1,rILL REMAIN ON PAD A'l' I ::('r:-,'~·'..;;\.p~Uln 
OUiH';GVI3n TO EFFECT EMERGEi~CY EVAC If' ",,' :'" 
F. E~'T(:;UT= DM:Al'JG BASE OPERATIONS (1tc"'3C: - l' i· ;;;. 

(1) PA~A3~AP~S 1,8 (1) A~O (2) APPLY. 
G. C:PA;-;: JA;:AIJG B,l{SE OPERATIGNS (1 liS;\). 

(1) rMiAGriAP'l 1,A (1) APPLIES. 
2" CS) :;'Z;iGEr:CY EVACUATI(';~: liELICvPi'~:q "~A""'I,,~:r; r.'1~ Ii'fi)t~QIATE 
EVliCUAT I J:: ~)F PARTY FR Oiv; SITES VIS I l ( I = I ;",H \,' A:~'! I C:ORPS riQ) 
IS ::;'Z:3(;;'\13::::: AJOVE. EVACUATIO,. PfU02ITV :l,:~"-' I •• AC;C~':fJA"C= 
WITt; ,FA;-~H 3 -BEF A. 
3~ (3) ~i~ACTI8!: FORCE.: 1S; w~PB;~ l,JILL p~~~r~=~'-' :~-'A .;.Iv~'~ f':'~C: 
ON I'.;~·;:'JIATr: ALERT FROM 181130;; IO 1317"-:-;; JlJLV S0 g 

.C___-----

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 15g425Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO C OMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRE T EYES ONLY
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN WICKERSON
PERSONAL SECURITY AND EMERGENCY EVACUATION PLAN FOR CJCS.
A. MAC 9097 EYES ONLY DTG 150319Z JUL SS
B. MACV 40907 DTG 140555Z JUL 69
C. OPLAN 302-69 CG III MAF 121426 MAY 59
1. (S) FOLLOWING SECURITY AND EMERGENCY EVACUATION PLAN
WILL BE IN EFFECT DURING VISIT OF CJCS.
A. ARRIVAL AT DANANG BASE OPERATIONS (1233H).
(1) SECURITY BY 366TH SECURITY SQUADRON PER
REFERENCE C.
B. ENROUTE III MAF BY HELO (1205-1215H)
(1) LIGHT FIRETEAM (TWO GUNSHIPS) WILL ACCOMPANY
PARTY (1ST MAW).
(2) CHASE HELO WILL TRAIL PARTY (1ST MAW).
(3) HARBOR PATROL BOAT WILL BE ON STATION DAWAYS
RIVER VICINITY FLIGHT PATH (NSA) .
C. LUNCH AND BRIEFING AT III MAF (1215-1445H),
(1) SECURITY INSIDE III MAF COMPOUND PROVIDED BY III MAF
SECURITY PER REFERENCE C.
(2) SECURITY OUTSIDE III MAF COMPOUND PROVIDED BY 3RD MP
BN PER REFERENCE C.
(3) ALL HEL OS WILL REMAIN ON PAD AT III MAE COMPOUND DURING
TIME PARTY IS THERE TO EFFECT EMERGENCY ENACUATION IF REQUIRED.
D. ENROUTE TO I CORPS HQ (1445 - 1505H).
(1) PARAGRAPHS 1, B (1) (2) AND (3) ABOVE APPLY.
E. CALL ON LTGEN LAM (1505 - 1535 HD .

(1) SECURITY IN FRONT OF I CORPS nQ PROVIDED by 3RD MP BN.
(2) SECURITY WITHIN I CORPS HQ COMPOUND PROVIDED BY ARVN.
(3) ALL MELOS WILL REMAIN ON PAD AT I CORPS COMPOUND
DURING VISIT TO EFFECT EMERGENCY EVAC IF PEQUIRED.
F. ENROUTE DANANG BASE OPERATIONS (1535 - 174 ID.
(1) PARAGRAPHS 1,3 (1) AND (2) APPLY.
G. DEPART DANANG BASE OPERATIONS ( 1 45 HD .

(1) PARAGRAPH 1, A (1) APPLIES.
2. (S) EMERGENCY EVACUATION: HELICUPTER READENPS FOR IMMEDIATE
EVACUATION OF PARTY FROM SITES VISITED (III MAF AND I CORPS HQ)
IS DESCRIBED ABOVE. EVACUATION PRIORITY WILL e In ACCORDANCE
WITH PARA 3 REF A.
3. (3) REACTION FORCE: 1ST MPBN WILL PROVIDE REACTION FORCE
ON IMMEDIATE ALERT FROM 181130H TO 181700H JULY so.
GP-4
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HEADQUAR-rERS 
m MARINE AMPH~BiOUS FORCE 

.SECRET mllAF FORM 5216 (Wl:v,,-68) 

"'''"''''0 ...... ''',. CCOE 

ii;ii:ii !... 
DATE 

:~ .. '''' . ."r: .... ~,..c;n'" IIvn 
........ !t;.!; 'COGI ) .. a. .lioI&:.I» .. ',." 
't:~~?,lX~_ .' NIZANCE .,-!-""",.. "';' .... "".'J: IIIvn 

A\..~"OF . ~' . 'P":TM~O" • '6M_ JUL.'i .. COPIES AECO 
'..~·II 

.,..SI.~A;O'·.-

~CTI0N CODE 
DATE 

IIJITIAL 
5U8.IC:CT 

, 
IItVUIJ:; 

IN OUT I 

..•. ~ .. 
C--, REMARKS 
DCG ~IIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROl. AND 

. DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 

~ CIS rJ,- \ '\}f 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/OISPOS-
'., i" _oe/s ..... InON ON THIS ROUTE SHEET, 

DCISPl.AN 

I S/$ !~ /r/~ lJ- i 

.- o '1 
-F.'; 0,-2 

G-3 

it {3. e € tlJ\. 6-~ AS 
.' 6-5 IB 1 II 11111 • G-6 

CAP S .~N1' ADJ. 

5=OR~ I 
, 

\ 
£M8/TRANS 

.ENOR , 

"'$$ CO 

" '.> . INSP 
: . 

:i.";:::'~~:; 'MTO 
.', .:.'~;, 'OJf,..NAL 

"',,<',:.: ()RD 
···c ..... ' .I!~'( OPS 

•. ',QPPlY : 
'LEGAL '1 

PMO \ 

\ 

S~~ 

\ 
{ 

Ii 

SECRET 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
x ORIGINATOR w MAF
A-ACTION/ COGNIZANCE

DATECOMPROCC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON
1606362 JUL1- INFORMATION COPIES RECO

S-SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE OUTIN

REMARKSCG
THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL ANDDCG
MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHINDCG AIR

21 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-C/S
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET,DC/S

DC/S PLAN

7116IS/S
G-1
G-2
G-3

HAS BEENG-4
G-5
G-6

SENT
CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

Has CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO
sac

SECRET

4
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Q 16.106:30Z.lYH 
: m' O>G(~l;l. AF DNG FNN 
TO' C aU;i~ AGJl 

DECLASSIFIED 

• f" ' 

ltltFOC'S IFFVMHA T RAN GRVN 
CG X.X:tVCORPS PHB RVN lat', ,/ ..,'~r.... . '., .,,' .. /1\ 
S.Ee R E:TltmsONL YFDR'M.GE6fTOWNSEMD IlfOLT'G.EflS.CDRGO~l(fi AND, ' 
lAISFIHJl LTSENNICKE!RSON .' .' .' • 

;jf.'~;~·~~R~~S~~Piio~1;Gli~~:.~iA~~~'~ PRfN lDED: 
mtElTItH:;\ . EVENt" . 
'18.' JtL Y 1969 . 

12010 ARRDAN~NGEASE OPS(T-39) ,GREETED BY 
C~ III IAF . 

1200-1210 . EN R HQ I I I MAF (Ll:· ... l) ¥ELO (Ill MAF) 
1210-1315 LUNCH HOSTED BY CG III I.VlAF(CG·SQTJ~S), 
1320-:-1455 BRIEFING BY III MAP STAFF(C:OORO~NJr (1) 

l455"'1535 .' V ISITWITH CG I CORPS (LTGEI LMn I. c-.. 

1535- t545 ,EN R DA~AN G BASE OPS/'ffi LO (I IiI I:f1{\F) 
1545 DEPART FOR TSN<:T-3 9)' ' 

GP-4 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED

0160630Z ZYH
FM CG III M AF DNG RVN

TO C OMUSMACV
INF 0 CG IFFV NHA TRAN G RVN

CG XXIIV CORPS PHB RVN
ZFM
SECRET EYES ONLY FOR M GEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGENS CORCORAN AND

ZAIS F R OM LI GEN NICKERSON
A M GEN TOWNSEND 9094 DTG 150307Z JUL69

1. IAW REF A THE FOLLOWING IT INERARY IS PROVIDED:
EVENTDATE/TIME

18 JULY 1969
ARR DANANG BASE OPS (I-39) GREETED BY

1200
CG III MAF
EN R HQ III MAF (LZ-1) HELO (III MAF)

1200-1210
LUNCH HOSTED BY CG III MAF (CG'S QTRS)

1210-1315
BRIEFING BY III MAF STAFF (C OC ROOM NR 1)

1320-1455
VISIT WITH CG I CORPS (LIGEN LAM)

1455-1535
ENR DANANG BASE OPS/HELO (III MAF)

1535-1545
DEPART FOR TSN (T-39)1545

GP-4
135
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SECRED 41(1)
ANALAT
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CONFID8'JTIAL l!IMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)" 

OPERAT'ON eOOE f-f<OM I DATE 
~ O~IG'NATOR CG III MAF 16 JUL 69 
A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE 
C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIALtt / CONTROL DATE 

COPV .... J-. OF 
I - I N FORMATION 161058Z JUL 69 " S - SIGNATURE COPIES FfECO 

, CODE! DATE 
INITIAL 

SUB\lECT 
ROWE SECTION F-O-R ~ IN OUT 

3 CG ~ 
n~ r.......fA ~ i'lfEMARKS 

--;;;:-c £2- .,.' , 

L.:/ DeG J L <rM THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

DC':; AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE SSC WITHIN .... '. 
:l- CIS ~ , \V 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

DCIS 
,. 

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHFET. 

OCIS PLAN I 
I SIS ~ ]/17 J,J.. 

G-I 

G-2 

6-3 

G-4 ORIG G-2 
0-5 REL CG 
(3-") 

CAP FOR ADJ I 
CORDS 

EMB/TRM'S 

ENG!; 

Has -:0 
INSP 

MTO 

Of> ANAL 

ORO 
PSY OPS 

SUPPLY HAS OEEN SENT lEGAL -PNO I 

sac 

" CONADENTIAL j 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

MEACHWARTERS
IOUS FORCEIf

CONFIDENTIAL IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

* ORIG'NATOR 16 JUL 69CG 111 MAFA- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC -COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

2 61- INFORMATION 161058Z JUL 69 COPIES RECOOFCOPY#S- SIGNATURE
SUBJECTDATE

INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE F-O-ROUTIN

Ferbback

n way
3/

CG REMARKS
THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL ANDDCG
MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHINDCG AIR

2 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-C/S
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

1/17I DES/S
G-1

G-2
G-3

ORIG G-2G-4
REL CGG-5

G-6
CAP

FOR

ADJ
CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS

HAS BEEN SENT
SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac

CONFIDENTIAL

(2)
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taONfUDENTIAL' e 
P!!cz;VU\v It H~jM~,Ff\20~S 1 i 
ZNY CCCCC 
P i is:i 0:5SZ ,Jut 1$9 
FM OR III MAF DNG RVN 
TO RHMSMVA/COMUSMACV 
Sf 
CONFIDE:N1'IAL 
LIGEN NICKERSON SE 
DECREASE IN ENEi~Y C 
A. CDMUSMACU 09121 
i. (C) REF A RE RS3 IT IS OUR 
ENEWt' CACHE DISCOVB:r1 5 
BY THE fOLLOWI NGt 

DECLASSIFIED 

TOhf 
XES 

W) 
IN r 

fi.:r; THE LARGE CflCHES iH Y 
CANYON (22 Jt~ t8 ~1 'i\ ('15 IN WE 
THUA THIEN AND QU~\NG THY 5 CI~USED UNillSU Y HIGH f~U;; 
FOR CACKE FYNDS DURH~(i THE F!RS! un t~ONTHS OF 19 'J IN Foun 
CATEGORIES OF SUPPL TAKEN IN CACHES THRO~GHOU! Ictz DURING 
'flHS PERIOD NOTE THE FOLLOvHNG l'HHCH ~vER!E Pl.'U 
IN THESE TWO OIJER IONS 0 g 

'f OJ (~L 1 C1'Z 

PAG'R: 2 RH~H4AFA 2099 CON ft' IDE N r I .5: L 

D 

IND lJJPNS iNO,,) 2~860 11.\612)7 5G PERCENT 
CStIJ (NO,,) 290 258 
AM~O CTONS) B57~3 726.8 PERCE t~l~ 
RICE {iONS) 1139" i .£} 
IT IS ALSO INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT OF THE iOTAL FIGURES 
FOR v!EAPONS Mm t\t'1r~1UNnION eft UHED IN OPERAT!NS DE',IJE"; 
CANYON ~ND ~lAINE CRAGr; ABOUT <~0 CENT OF" 'fHE CI~f'IlE ~~'Rm1 
JUST ONE CACHE FOUND ON 27 FEB Hl OPERA!! ON DEI;IEV Cf:iN"YO N" 
Eo IN REACTION TO DE~m:Y Ct.t~VON AND pHHNE CHAG IT IS OUR 
ES!nil~rE IHA! THE ~£ r.~y S~'OPPED THE FLO\~ OF' :1 lEt INTO l'HAT 
t\REA!9 AND Hi FACT A FI':E;D 10 REM I'S i~lUC:H OF HIS SU 
AS POSSIBLE BACK HITO ti~OSI.' 
c. OBVIOUSLY. THE FA THAT THESE MAJOR' CACHES HAD N 
DISOVERED REDUCED THE NT SUPPLIES f':IVtULiH3LE TO BE 
DISCO\!ERED ! N LA1'ER r~o HS" 
0 .. \llEEs'r nH\!'E ! HAT 'HiE E WE]'l'&' NO\I) PLIS S 
S!OCKPlt1.NG OF SUPPLIES IN LA Fil\lHER. l'HM~ \:11'1: 
EQ AN OVERALL DECREASE KN ENEWt OFfENSIVE A(;11V 

S ~~'£LJOR 
N I ~ 
Y 1 N 1. C1~£~ r k11 

~1AY M1D J!HiE HAS flFl BtY REsutn:n IN A REDUCED RE(;;).HIREtfJENY fOB 
FOR~ARD CACHES, PARTICULARLY OF ARMS AND AMMO. 

PAGE :3 RHMt~AFA 2099 CON F 1 D }r N ',r I A L 
2" <U) so LONG AS THE ENENY OF'EFH~!ES ~\"r REDUCED LEvELS OF 
AC!IVI1Y AND NO LONGER ESTABLISHES NE\~ CMmI~S IN leTZ or: 'tHE 
SIZE Or tHE VAS! STORES UNCOVERED THIS WINl'ER~ ~1E (,HiS! EXPECT 
A CONT!NtU~TION OF THE MAR!{~:DLY UJ\vER U.i:VEl,S OF CACHE SEIZURES 
! N "HIE COM BIG f~ t) NT ~, 
GF'ol! 

COpy 0 ___ OF ..-:....0_COPIES 
DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 
1/. .< (/) 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL
PTICEYUW RHMMAFA2099 1971058-CCC0--RHMSMVA.
ZNY CCCCC
P 16105SZ JUL 69
FM CG III MAF DNG RVN
TO RHMSMVA/COMUSMACV
BT
C ONFIDENTIA L
LIGEN NICKERSON SENDS FOR NGEN TOWNSEND
DECREASE IN ENEMY CACHE DISOVERIES IN ICTZ (U)
Ao COMUSMACV 0912142 JULY 69
to (C) REF A REFERS. IT IS OUR ESTIMATE THAT THE DECREASE IN

ENEMY CACHE DISCOVERIES IN ICTZ IN RECENT MONTHS HAS BEEN CAUSED

BY THE FOLLOWING:
Ro THE LARGE CACHES DISCOVERED DURING OPERATION DEWEY

CANYON (22 JAN- 18 MAR) AND MAINE CRAG (15MAR-2MAY) IN WESTERN

THUA THIEN AND QUANG TRI PROVINCES CAUSED UNUSUALLY HIGH TOTALS

FOR CACHE FINDS DURING THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS OF 1959. IN FOUR

CATEGORIES OF SUPPLIES TAKEN IN CACHES THROUGHOUT ICTZ DURING

THIS PERIOD WE NOTE THE FOLLOWING PERCENTAGES WHICH WERE CAPTURED

IN THESE TWO OPERATIONS ALONE:
TOTAL MAINE CRAG/TOTAL ICTZ

PERCENTAGEDEWEY CANYONJAN, FEB, MAR APRITEM

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 209CONFIDENTIAL
56 PERCENT1,6072,860IND WPNS (NO.)
89 PERCENT258290CSW (NO. )
85 PERCENT726.8857.3AMMO (TONS)
41 PERCENT4661139. !RICE (TONS)

IT IS ALSO INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT OF THE TOTAL FIGURES
FOR WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION CAPTURED IN OPERATINS DEVE.
CANYON AND MAINE CRAG, ABOUT 40 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL CAME FROM

JUST ONE CACHE FOUND ON 27 FEB IN OPERATION DEWEY CANYON.

Bo IN REACTION TO DEWEY CANYON AND MAINE CRAG IT IS OUR

ESTIMATE THAT THE ENEMY STOPPED THE FLOW OF MATERIEL INTO THAT

AREA, AND IN FACT ATTEMPTED TO REMOVE AS MUCH OF HIS SUPPLIES
AS POSSIBLE BACK INTO LAOS.
Co OBVIOUSLY, THE FACT THAT THESE MAJOR CACHES HAD BEEN
DISOVERED REDUCED THE AMOUNT OF SUPPLIES AVAILABLE TO BE

DISCOVERED IN LATER MONTHS.
D. WE ESTIMATE THAT THE ENEMY NOW ACCOMPLISHES HIS MAJOR

STOCKPILING OF SUPPLIES IN LAOS RATHER THAN WITHIN ICTZ.

E. AN OVERALL DECREASE IN ENEMY OFFENSIVE ACTIVITY IN ICTZ IN

MAY AND JUNE HAS PROBABLY RESULTED IN A REDUCED REQUIREMENT FOR

FORWARD CACHES, PARTICULARLY OF ARMS AND AMMO.

PAGE 3 RHMMAFA 2099 C 0 D Ext I A
2. (U) SO LONG AS THE ENEMY OPERATES AT REDUCED LEVELS OF

ACTIVITY AND NO LONGER ESTABLISHES NEW CACHES IN ICTZ OF THE

SIZE OF THE VAST STORES UNCOVERED THIS WINTER, WE MUST EXPECT

A CONTINUATION OF THE MARKEDLY LOWER LEVELS OF CACHE SEIZURES

IN THE COMING MONTHS.
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E. YR LTR TO COMUSNACV SAME SUBJ OF 11JUL69
is (TS/LD) REF C AND D PROVIDED MY REPS IN SAIGON, HAVE
HELPED CLARIFY THE RELATIONSHIP OF NAVAL FORCES PRO-
GRAMMED FOR REDEPLOYMENT WITH MARINE FORCES SIMILARLY
PROGRAMMED.
2. AS HAVE STATED BEFORE ANY DEGRADATION IN NAVY
COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT WHILE MARINES ARE IN 1017 IS
UNACCEPTABLE. THUS YOUR OPTION As IN WHICH USARV UNITS
REPLACE NAVY COMMON SUPPORT FORCES IN PHASE 4 IS UN-
ACCEPTABLE.
3. REF C SHOWS 1104 NAVY PERSONNEL PHASING OUT FROM NSA DANANG
IN PHASE 3. THAT WOULD APPEAR TO BE AN APPROPRIATE NUMBER IN
PROPORTION TO THE MARINES DEPLOYING AT THAT TIME ALTHOUGH I
CANNOT VERIFY THAT THIS IS so. PLEASE CONFIRM.
46 RELATED TO THE ABOVE I BELIEVE THERE ARE 1401 NAVY
PERSONNEL PHASING FROM NSA DANANG IN PHASE 5. THIS TOO
APPEARS IN PROPORTION. HOWEVER I REQUEST THAT, AS IN PAR 3
ABOVE YOU AFFIRM THAT PERFORMANCE OF NAVY COMMON SUPPORT
FUNCTIONS FOR ICIZ WILL NOT BE DEGRADED.
S. THE CB PHASE DOWN IN PHASE 2 AND PHASE 3 APPEARS TO BE
IN PROPORTION, HOWEVER, ANY AGREEMENT ON MY PART TO PHASE
DOWN CB BN'S IN ICTZ IS PREDICATED ON THE RETENTION OF THESE
BN°S IN ICIZ.
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A .. CG FMFPAC 0212i116Z NOV 69 ~ 

1" (U) r~r'\R COR CONitJANDS REPORT NO INCIDENTS DURING T CEDING % 
\~EEK WITHIN THE PURV!EI,~ OF REF A" ~ 
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DISCUSSED VAlUOUS INCIDENTS \l} H RA OVEHTtH~ES OB GAUSES., 1.\1R " 
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SE C R E T LIMDIS/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

FOR AC/S G-2
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY REPORT (u)

A. CG FMFPAC 020116Z NOV 69

1. (U) MAR CORPS COMMANDS REPORT NO INCIDENTS DURING THE PRECEDING

WEEK WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF REF A.

20 (S/MCE0) FYI, III MAF WATCH COMMITTEE MET ON 15 JUL 69 AND

DISCUSSED VARIOUS INCIDENTS WITH RACIAL OVERTONES OR CAUSES. AIR

FORCE REF MENTIONED A REPORT FROM A SOURCE OF UNKNOWN RELIABILITY

CONCERNING THE FORMATION OF A NEW BLACK POWER ORGANIZATION KNOWN

ONLY AS QUOTE TOPPS UNQUOTE. AIR FORCE REP STATED PURPOSE OF ORGANIZA-

TION IS TO COLLECT MONEY FOR POOR PEOPLE IN MISSISSIPPI, HOWEVER, MONEY

COLLECTED IS ALLEGEDLY USED TO PURCHASE WEAPONS FOR BLACK PANTHER

GROUP IN SAN FRANCISCO. NO MARINES ARE KNOWN TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH

THIS GROUP. NO OTHER INFO IS AVAILABLE TO CONFIRM OR REFUTE

THE TOPPS REPORT. THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS THAT THE RACIAL

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2154 S E C R Eal I LIMDIS MCEO

SITUATION IN I CORPS IS BEING EXPLOITED BY ORGANIZED RACIAL

MILITANTS OR SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS. COORDINATION BETWEEN

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE AGENCIES OF ALL SERVICES AND THE WARCH/ACTION

COMMITTEES THROUGHTOUT 1 CORPS CONTINUES AND IS DESIGNED FOR

EARLY DETECTION OF SUBVERSIVE INFLUENCES.
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Rx C6 III MAF

CG FMFPAC
ZEM
SECRET NOF OR N EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF PRESIDENT THIEU TO I C.OR PS PACIFICATION REVIEW HELD
IN HUE 15 JULY 1969
1. PRESIDENT THIEU AND HIS MINISTERS REVIEWED OUR I CORPS PAC-
IFICATION PR OGRESS AND PLANS FOR PHASE II YE STERDAY IN HUE. THE
MAIN DECISIONS INVOLVED : (A) REFUGEES NOT ON ROLL'S AND IN
REFUGEE CAMPS WILL NOT BE CLASSIFIED AS REFUGEES (B) THERE IS A
VITAL NEED FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO CONCENTRATE ON WINNING THE
PEOPLE IN THE CITIES (C) THIS IN TURN LEAD'S TO FUNDING FOR CITIES
WHICH ARE REALLY SEVERAL VILLAGES COMBINED, AND (D) A NEED TO UP-
GRADE CLASS C HAMLETS T.O A AND B STATUS. THE PRESIDENT REVIEWED THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE PHOENIX PROGRAM AND THE ELIMINATION OF THE VCI.
2. THE PRESIDENT AND THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE DISCUSSED RECENT
DECREES WHICH PROVIDE FOR DRAFT DEFERMENT IN CERTAIN CASES. THEY
FEEL THAT THIS DEFERMENT WOULD REDUCE THE SHORTAGE OF HAMLET AND
VILLAGE CADRE. THE PRESIDENT AL SO STATED THAT WHERE RECRUITMENT
COULD NOT BE ACHIEVED FROM THE SE DIFFERENT GROUPS THAT HE WOULD
BE WILLING TO ASSIGN PF'S TO THESE JOBS UNTIL OTHER ALTERNATIVES
DEVELOPED.
3. THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF THE VIS CADRE, AND IN DISCUSSING THIS
THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT THE EMERGENCY NEED FOR VIS CADRE C OULD
BE MET BY HIRING RD CADRE AND PAYING THEM A BONUS OF 1/4 OF THE
STANDARD VIS CADRE SALARY.
4. THE PRESIDENT ALSO SET TARGETS FOR UPGRADING C HAMLETS SO
THAT 50 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION THIS YEAR WOULD REACH AN A OR
B STATUS, AND THAT BY THE END OF THE YEAR THE A AND B STATUSWOULD EXTEND TO 90 PERCENT OF THE PEOPLE.
5. THE VISIT RESULTED IN A GOOD AIRING OF VIEWS. A. PLEASANT
LUNCHE ON WAS HELD AT HUE. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE PRESIDENT VISITED
THE 101ST AIR BORNE. HERE HE WAS PRESENTED A CAPTUED RUSSIAN-
MADE SCOUT CAR WHICH HE ROCEEDED TO DRIVE. LTCOL TIN (THE
PROVINCE CHIEF AT QUANG NAM) WAS PROMOTED TO COL. A VISIT TO
THE QUANG DA TRAINING CENTER WITH A SPEECH BY PRESIDENT THIEU TOTHE STIDENTS. ENDED THE VISIT.
6. LIGEN LAM ADVISED ME THAT BGEN TOAN WAS RETAINED IN COMMAND
OF THE 2ND ARVN DIVISION. THIS HAD TO BE A PRESIDENTIAL DECISION,NOT JGS. I AM PLEASED WITH THIS DECISION. I WILL HAVE A MORE
DETAILED MEMO FOR YOUR READING WHEN YOU VISIT US. MEANWHILE, IHAVE AN IDEA THAT LEW WALT WOULD LIKE TO KNOW THAT BGE N TOAN HAS
BEEN RETAINED.
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SECRET NOFORN EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LT BEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF PRESIDENT THIEUTO I CORPS PACIFICAT ION REVIEW HELD
IN HUE 15 JUY 1969
I. PRESIDENT THIEU AND HIS MINISTERS REVIEWED OUR I CORPS PAC-
IRICAT ION PROGRESS AND PLANS FOR PRASE II YESTERDAY IN HIE. THE
MAIN DECISIONS INVOLVED: (A) REFUGEES N OT ON ROLL S AND IN
REFUGEE CAMPS WILL NOT BE CLASSIFIED AS REF UGEES (B) THE RE IS A
VITAL NEED FOR THE GOVERNMENT, TO CONCENTRATE ON WINNING THE
PEOPLE IN THE CITIES (C) THIS IN TURN LEADS TO FUNDING FOR CITIES
WHICH ARE REALLY SEVERAL VILLAGE'S COMBINED AND (D) A NEED TO UP-
GRADE CLASS-C HAMLET S TO A AND B STATUS. THE PRESIDENT REULOU D THE

IMPORTANCE OF THE PHOENIX PROGRAM AND THE ELIMINATION OF THE VGI
2. THE PRESIDENT AND THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE DISC USSED RECENT
DECREES WHICH PROVIDE FOR DRAFT DEFERMENT IN CERTAIN CASES THEY
FEEL THAT THIS DEFERMENT WOULD REDUCE THE SHORT AGE OF HAMLET AND
VILLAGE CADRE. THE PRESIDENT AL SO STATED THAT WHERE RECRUITMENT
COULD NOT BE ACHIEVED FROM THESE DIFFERENT GROUPS THAT HE WOULD
BE WILLING TO ASSIGN PF'S TO THESE JOBS UNT IL OT HER ALTERNAT IVES
DEVELOPED.
3. THERE IS A SHORT AGE OF THE VIS CADRE, AND IN DISCASSING THIS
THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT THE EMERGENCY NEED FOR VIS CADRE COULD
BE MET BY HIRING RD CADRE AND PAYING THEM A BONUS OF 1/4 OF THE
STANDARD VIS CADRE SALARY.
4. THE PRESIDENT AL SO SET TARGETS FOR UPGRADING C HAMLETS so
THAT 50 PER CENT OF THE PO PUL AT ION THIS YEAR WOULD REACH AN A OR
B STAT US AND THAT BY THE END OF THE YEAR THE A AND B STATUS
WOULD EXTEND TO 90 PER CENT OF THE PEOPLE
5. THE VISIT RESULTED IN A GOOD AIR IN G OF VIE WS A PLEASANT
LUNCHEON WAS HELD AT HIE. SUB SE QUENTLA THE PRESIDENT VISITED
THE 101ST AIRBORNE. HERE HE WAS PRESENTED A CAPT UED R US SI AN-

MADE SCOUT CAR WHICH HE PROCEEDED TO DRIVE LT COL TIN (THE
PROVINCE CHIEF AT QUANG NAM) WAS PROMOTED TO COL. A VISIT TO
THE QUANG DA TRAINING CENTER WITH A SPEECH BY PRESIDENT THIE TO
THE STUDENTS ENDED THE VISIT.
6. LIGEN LAM ADVISED ME THAT BGEN TOAN WAS RETAINED IN COMMAND
OF HE 2 ND ARVN DIVISION BY PRESIDENT I AL DECISIONS.
GP.
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SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE INFO GEN CHAPMAN FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON. DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
PROV MAG-39 PROGRAM SIX SPACES (U)
Be USMC DEPLOYMENT OF FORCES PROGRAM LISTING OF 22JUN69
le (S) AS YOU KNOW PROV MAG-39 WAS FORMED IN APR 68 TO
MORE EFFECTIVELY CONTROL HELO OPNS IN QUANG TRI/DONG HA/
KHE SANK AREA. UNIT IS A TASK ORGANIZATION, MANNED FROM
INTERNAL FIRST MAV MANNING LEVL ASSETS, AND HERETOFORE
NOT AUTHORIZED FORCE STRUGTURE/PROGRAM SIX SPACES. REF A
REVISED FORCE STRUCTURE ALIGNMENT AND AUTHORIZED PROV
MAG-39 353 SPACES.
2. (TS) CG FIRST MAW DESIRES TO DEACTIVATE PROV MAG-39
DURING MACV PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENT SINCE REQUIREMENT
WILL NO LONGER EXIST. IF REQUIREMENT FOR MARINE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2503 Firm 0 P S True SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
AIR STILL EXISTS IN NICTZ, MAG-36 WILL PROVIDE
NECESSARY SUPPORT HOWEVER , IF WE REDEPLOY UNIT AS PROV
MAG-35 AND THEN DISBAND IT ON OKINAWA. WE RUN THE RISK
OF LOSING THE 353 SPACES. IF WE CAN TRANSFER THE SPACES TO
OTHER UNITS BEFOREHAND, THEN WE CAN REDEPLOY 353 SPACES TO
OKINAWA TO FORM FIRST MAW (REAR) AND STILL RETAIN ADEQUATE
RESOURCES IN RVN TO EFFECTIVELY CONTROL THE REMAINING FIRST MAV
ASSETS. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST YOUR He INITIATE ACTION AT THIS
TIME TO TRANSFER THE 353 DOD AUTH PROGRAM SIX SPACES FROM
PROV MAG-39 (FRN 05J039) TO THE FOLLOWING UNITS:

PROPOSED DODPRESENT DOD
AUTH STRENGTHFRN INCREASEAUTH STRENGTHUNIT

546493 47MAW HQ99K051
3 448445H&MS-1699K076
3 512509HAMS-3699K077

55516539MABS-1699K078
23511012605 J036 H&HS-1

5 162157MUFS-105J038
632 114 74605J044 M&MS-17
506 510H&MS-1299K058 4

PAGE OF 2 PAGES

11/11/ 3COPY. OF TOP SECRET111 MAF 2100/4 COPIES

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
/ , 
/ TOP SEC.RET A .. - ,.. a"'" /e·' ,., e., ~, 

~ ~ 
~ ~ 
/ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ E . ~ 
/ ~ 
~ ~ 
/ ~ 

~ ~ 
/ 

' f ,,~ 
41 " "-

/ 
l'li\li '\.. . 
... '- . "' 

/// ~ 
\... " 

:;; t'~ . "-

~ <', c ~ 

~ ~ 
/ ~ 
/ ~ 
-; PAGE~OI:,~LPAGES ~ 
:; '""" 2100/, COpy ! OF

3 
COPIES TOP (~{RiT ~ 

////////////////////////////////~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2503 Fruit OPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
3626356MABS-1199K060
407385 22MABS-1299K061
41423391MABS-1399K062

(BOTH H&MS 16 AND H&MS-36 WILL REDEPLOY 21 SPACES WITH PHASE June

REDEPLOYMENT.
3. (TS) THE 353 PROV MAG-39 SPACES HAVE ALREADY BEEN USED FOR
PLANNING PURPOSES IN SUPPORT OF PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENT, BASED
ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT APPROVAL FOR PROGRAM SIX ADJUSTMENT OF
SPACES COULD BE OBTAINED. SUBJECT TO FINAL MACV APPROVAL.
PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED PLANS WILL BE REVISED AS FOLLOWS FOR
PHASE 2 FOR FIRST MAW (REAR):

DOD AUTH SPACESUNITFRN
120MAW HQ99K051
105H&HS - 105J036
128H&MS-1705 J044

TOTAL SPACES 355
4. (S) IF ACTION PAR 2 IS APPROVED APPROPRIATE REQUEST FOR
MANNING LEVEL TRANSFERS/ADJUSTMENTS WILL BE SUBMITTED.
5. (TS) IN VIEW OF THE PROBABILITY OF IMPLEMENTATION OF
REDEPLOYMENT PLANS INVOLVING ABOVE UNITS AS EARLY AS SEP 69 ,

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA2503 I o CRE SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
REQUEST ACTION ON ADJUSTMENT OF PROV MAG-59 SPACES EARLIEST.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-1
BT
2503

PAGE 20F2 PAGES

/1 /23ICOPY. TOP SECRETOF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

•• . . HEADQU~RS 
'm MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

ORIG: cIs 
REL: CG . '. 

I"" 

EXCLUSIV 
FOR 

f1Y 
TOP·' --- T 

. .- If ,:"",~, ___ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET
IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
x- ORIGINATOR CG 11 MAF 19 JULY 1969A-ACTION / COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1- INFORMATION

190256Z JUL 1969 OF 3SIGNATURE COPY # COPIES RECO
DATE SUBJECTSECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEOIN OUT

2014

3 ICG REMARKS

3
90

DCG
I THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED12 DCG AIR OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
I ORDER P5511.4C/S

get2/98 2/20
2 DC/S I

THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BEDC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

2/20
1 ItS/S

DOCUMENT.
G-1

G-2

ORIG: C/SG-3

REL: CGG-4
G-5

EXCLUSIVE

G-6

CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS

FOR

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

MARINE CORPS EYES ONL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL

HAS BEEN SENT
PMO

sac

12

TOP SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~, " 
~ W' .SEnn. •• ~ 

/ ~ 
./ . '" 
//OTTl'ZymJ R 14 £1 20!2l02:::' T U F'., 0 
, lNY TTTTT • '" 
/ 0 190256Z Jut 69 . ~ 
/ 

F!t1 CG~ HI MAr '\.. ' 
'/~~ RUHHr'H"A/CG Ff1FPAC \: 

'/ TOP SEC R ErE x L N OM L l' GE III , ' 

./~~g~E~~~i/H~RINE fig E SO'\.." 

/
1 .. GEN ~JHEELER~ ~ r1CCAIN!J. N VIS I COB '\..'" 
TODAY@ ARRIVED APPR Ir~ArEL,{ t23f2l~ LUNCH t~ND \,~ERE '\..'" 

/BRIEFED BY THE III r 91 " @ HERZ ,.501 THE PARTY tATE", • '" 
'/2~ THE BRIEFING ACTUALLY CO I ED 0 S", r Is , . 

INTELLIGEN(;!E: ASSESSMENT AND l;}OSITIONS., PART ~. '" 
/ II CONSISTED OF SE II 'HON MJ~ 

/ 
MILITARY OPERATIO IN SU FI TYON PLAN , ' 
IN I CORPS AND A DISCUSSION OF CTIUENESS AND • ~ 

/ ARVN H1PROVEl1ENT AND f"! ERNIZ \H'fHHl T ~ 

/ 
CORPS AREA~ . " ' 
.5<1 THE (3 .. 2 DISCUSSED T OF· ~ " 

/ MORE ENEWt f1ANEU\lER E ALlONS IN '" ' 

/ 
TODAY THAN "tHERE E IN BER ," 
IS SLIGHTLY HIGHER NOW THAN IN AC= ~ 

~ ~ 
/ PAGE TWO RHi'HliAFA2!.j88 l' a p SEC R E 'f SPE !< 0 , 

/
1'ER OF ENEr~'l OFfENSIVE ACTION HAS CHMJGED@ ," 
FEWER LARGE GROUND ATTACKS AND l'iORE SA CKS ?'ND ... " 

/ LIGHT ATTACKS BY FIRE @I THE ENENY IS NOv) CO:'JCE:N1';=(ATH1G ON '\..~ ... 

/ 
THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE", THE ENE~!prS REt~C!rON TO RL1''''9 " 
REDEPLOYi'iENT WAS ANALYZED .. THERE :r:S ll #~s YET NO EVIDENCE fP 

/ fA. SIGNJ.FICIH~r ENEWi REA ION .. HOWEVER ~ CONTINUOUS " . 
/ IS BEJNG MAINTAINED BY S~lt'\LL UNIT ~lCTIDNS,~ F ENEt4V ~ .. " 

/ • CAPAB1LITIES \lJERE D CUSSED" 11' WAS [51: D"f ENEWi 
/ WOULD MOST LIKELY CO BlUE THE SM'iE U£ I '\.. " 

/ 
lTY THAT HE HAS ~lAINTIHNED IN THE PAST nJO r10NTHS CONGENTRt~ID ,,'" 
11 NG ON i HE POLL! leAL ASPECTS THE I.vlljR,. :n: vUltS ALSO . . ""-

/ BROUGHT our THAT THE ENErlJi{ COULD HEVERl' TO Mj~~JOR COr~VENTIONAL " " 

/ 
fHLI1ARY OPERATIONS IN THE EVEf~T ONE. OF" nJO eONDITIONS l~JERE • "-
TO BE MET (D GVN SHO!"JS THE CAPIl,S ITY TO COPE '.;lITH THE '\ 

/ COVER! POLITICAL THREAT tUID ~2) AN ACCELEHAl'ED DEPLOYi.'1~:N1' \. ' 

/ 
Of Ult S<t FORCES CREATES A SITUATION tH!ICH H!~Nor CONSIDERS "" 
MILITARIL Y EXPLOITABLE®· "-

/ 4® THE 13-2 THEN ANALYZED THE ENEMymS PRESENl' ~Jn.1TARY " .. 

/ 
STRATEGY SPECIFICALLY BASED ON GEN G1 'ilg PRONQUNCElilENTS '\..'\ 

. CONCERNING INSURGENCY OPERATIONS'VERSUS CONVIENTI01'U1L !!U4R,. . "-

j PAGE..LOf LPAGES 0 
/ / I" 
'/ '" MAF 2100/4 COpy I OF J COPIES TOP 5 ~ C R~T \: 
// / / / / /// // / / / / / / / / // / // / / / / / / / /// 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

OTTTZYUW RHMMAFA2488 2000256-11I--RUHHMFA.
ZNY TTTTT
o 1902562 JUL 69
FM CG. III MAF
TO RUMHMFA/CG FMFPAC
BT
T 0 P Eas C R E I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
CJCS VISIT
1. GEN WHEELER, ADM MCCAIN AND GEN ABRAMS VISITED CORPS

TODAY. ARRIVED APPROXIMATELY 1230, HAD LUNCH AND WERE
BRIEFED BY THE 111 MAF STAFF. MR. HERZ JOINED THE PARTY LATE.

2. THE BRIEFING ACTUALLY CONSISTED OF TWO PARTS. PART I g

INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT AND FRIENDLY DISPOSITIONS. PART

11 CONSISTED OF PHASE II OF THE 1969 PACIFICATION PLAN,
MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE PACIFICATION PLAN

IN I CORPS AND A DISCUSSION OF ARVN EFFECTIVENESS AND

ARVN IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE
CORPS AREA.
3. THE G-2 DISCUSSED THE ORDER OF BATTLE. THERE ARE
MORE ENEMY MANEUVER BATTALIONS IN I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE
TODAY THAN THERE WERE IN NOVEMBER 1968. ENEMY STRENGTH
IS SLIGHTLY HIGHER NOW THAN IN NOVEMBER 1968. THE CHARAC-

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2488 I 0 I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
TER OF ENEMY OFFENSIVE ACTION HAS CHANGED. THERE ARE
FEWER LARGE GROUND ATTACKS AND MORE SAPPERSATTACKS AND
LIGHT ATTACKS BY FIRE. THE ENEMY IS NOW CONCENTRATING ON
THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE. THE ENEMY'S REACTION TO RLI-9
REDEPLOYMENT WAS ANALYZED. THERE IS, AS YET NO EVIDENCE OF

A SIGNIFICANT ENEMY REACTION. HOWEVER, CONTINUOUS PRESSURE
IS BEING MAINTAINED BY SMALL UNIT ACTIONS. FUTURE ENEMY
CAPABILITIES WERE DISCUSSED. IT WAS ESTIMATED THE ENEMY
WOULD MOST LIKELY CONTINUE THE SAME GENERAL LEVEL OF ACTIV-
ITY THAT HE HAS MAINTAINED IN THE PAST TWO MONTHS CONCENTRA-
TING ON THE POLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE WAR. IT WAS ALSO
BROUGHT OUT THAT THE ENEMY COULD REVERT TO MAJOR CONVENTIONAL
MILITARY OPERATIONS IN THE EVENT ONE OF TWO CONDITIONS WERE
TO BE MET (1) GVN SHOWS THE CAPABILITY TO COPE WITH THE
COVERT POLITICAL THREAT AND (2) AN ACCELERATED REDEPLOYMENT
OF U. S. FORCES CREATES A SITUATION WHICH HANOI CONSIDERS

MILITARILY EXPLOITABLE.
4. THE G-2 THEN ANALYZED THE ENEMY'S PRESENT MILITARY
STRATEGY SPECIFICALLY BASED ON GEN GIAP'S PRONOUNCEMENTS
CONCERNING INSURGENCY OPERATIONS VERSUS CONVENTIONAL WAR.
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2488 Tom 0 C R E I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE PRESENT STRATEGY IS ONE OF
EMPHASIS ON THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE PREDONIMANTLY BECAUSE
IT FITS THE PRESENT POLITICAL AND MILITARY CLIMATE AND

ENCOURAGES U. S. TROOP WITHDRAWAL. THIS STRATEGY CALLS FOR

THE UTILIZATION OF SMALL UNIT SAPPER ATTACKS AND ATTACKS

BY FIRE AIMED AT THE DISRUPTION OF THE PACIFICATION PRO-
GRAM AND THE ATTAINMENT OF POLITICAL ENDS. HEN WHEELER

ASKED IF THERE WAS ANY REDUCTION IN QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP ON

THE BATTLE FIELD, OBSERVED AMONG THE UNITS OF THE NVA/VC.

GEN ZAIS STATED THAT ENEMY HE HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH COULD

FIGHT; HOWEVER, OVERALL LEADERSHIP WAS NOT AT THE LEVEL IT

HAD BEEN IN PREVIOUS YEARS. GEN ABRAMS BROUGHT OUT THAT THE

29TH AND 36TH REGIMENTS HAD BEEN RECENTLY REFURBISHED IN NVN

AND IT IS EXPECTED THAT THEIR LEADERSHIP WOULD BE HIGHER THAN

LOCAL UNITS IN-COUNTRY.
5. THE G-3 PRESENTED A DISCUSSION OF THE NUMBER OF MANEUVER

BATTALIONS PRIOR TO THE BOMBING HALT AS COMPARED TO THOSE

AVAILABLE NOW. ROK, ARVN AND U. S. BASICALLY THE ARVN AND

ROK HAVE REMAINED CONSTANT WHERE AT THE U. S. MA NE UVER BATTALIONS

IN I COPS HAVE DROPPED FROM 56 TO 43 CINCLUDING THE SLF S )

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA2488 I T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

6. THE DEP CORDS, MR. FIRFER, DISCUSSED THE 1969 PACIFICATION

CAMPAIGN FOR I CORPS. HE DISCUSSED PHASE I GOALS AND ACHIEVE-

MENTS AND PHASE II PROSPECTS. GEN WHEELER OPINED SOME PROGRAMS

SEEMED AMBITIOUS ALTHOUGH SEVERAL AMBITIOUS PROGRAMS IN

THE PAST DID MAKE THEIR GOALS. HE ADDED THAT PRESIDENT

THIEU'S PERSONAL INTEREST GOT THEM MOVING. GEN WHEELER

ALSO COMMENTED ON THE HES STATISTICS. HE STATED THAT

ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE CERTAIN INADEQUACIES, THEY INDICATE

TRENDS. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN AT THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES IN

I CORPS. EARLIER, MR. FIRFER COMMENTED THAT THE PRESIDENT

HAD DECIDED TO CUT REFUGEES FROM THE ROLLS IF THEY WERE NOT

IN THE REFUGEE CAMPS. THEREFORE REFUGEE CHARTS WOULD SHOW

CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENT. GEN ABRAMS TOOK ISSUE WITH THIS

AND STATED THAT IT DOESN'T DO ANY GOOD TO TAKE THEM OFF

THE ROLLS TO IMPROVE THE CHARTS. THE GOVERNMENT NEEDS THESE

PEOPLE, THEIR VOTES AND HELP. THE G-3 THEN REVIEWED

MILITARY PLANS TO SUPPORT THE 1969 PHASE II PACIFICATION

PLAN. GEN ABRAMS NOTED THAT ONE OF THE ASSUMPTIONS WAS THE

UTILIZATION OF THE DELTA FORCE. GEN ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT

FIELD COMMANDERS WHO HAVE DELTA FORCES ASSIGNED BERATE THEM

PAGE
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA2468 0 E. C End from SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR NCEO
AND COMPLAIN ABOUT INORDINATE SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS YET THEY
JUSTIFY THEIR REQUESTS FOR THEM WHEN THEY DON'T HAVE THEM
BY GLOWING PRAISE OF THEIR WORK. GEN ZAIS STATED THAT HIS
ONE EXPERIENCE WITH DELTA FORCES HAD BEEN GOOD. GEN ABRAMS
WAS NOT COMPLETELY CONVINCED. GEN NICKERSON STATED THAT
THE NEGATIVE INTELLIGENCE PRODUCED BY DELTA FORCES LED TO
DECISION NOT TO INITIATE OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY. REGARD-
LESS OF THIS, GEN ABRANS STATED THAT NO REPORTS GOT TO HIM
TO INDICATE THAT THE INTELLIGENCE OBTAINED BY DELTA FORCES
WAS DEEMED VALUABLE BY THE FORCES SUPPORTED. ONE OF THE
THINGS NOT BROUGHT OUT AT THE BRIEFING WAS THAT THE DELIA
FORCES WOULD ASSIST IN PROVIDING INFORMATION TO A COMMANDER
FACED WITH THE REDUCTION OF U. S. FORCES.
To THE G-3 DISCUSSED THE ARVN, ROK AND U. S. PARTICIPATION
IN THE MILITARY PLAN TO SUPPORT THE PACIFICATION EFFORT AND
POINTED OUT HOW ALL THREE ARE INTEGRATED. GEN WHEELER
COMMENTED THAT THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY TO DO IT. HOWEVER,
HE DID QUESTION THE SECURITY PROBLEMS THAT WERE GENERATED.
GEN NICKERSON STATED THAT HE WOULD HOLD INFORMATION TO THE
LAST MINUTE. PRESENT PLANS ARE GENERAL IN NATURE AND ARE

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA2488 I I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
NOT SPECIFIC. GEN WHEELER ASKED " HOW EFFECTIVE IS THE 2 ND

ARVN DIVISION" AND GEN NICKERSON STATED THAT IT HAS IMPROVED
OVER THE LAST 18 MONTHS, TO WHICH GEN ABRAMS AGREED. GEN
WHEELER ASKED IF THERE HAS BEEN AN INPACT ON THE ARVN BY THE
WITHDRAWAL. GEN NICKERSON REPLIED NOT AT THE TOP LEVEL.
GEN BURKE THEN DISCUSSED IN GENERAL TERMS THE IMPROVEMENT
OF THE ARVN OVER THE PAST YEAR AND THE RVNAF IMPROVEMENT
AND MODERNIZATION PROGRAM.
8. GEN ABRAMS ASKED IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY PROBLEMS IN
RLT-9°S MOVEMENT TO DATE AND GEN NICKERSON REPLIED NEGATIVE.
9. FROM HERE THE PARTY MOVED TO GEN LAM'S HEADQUARTERS.
GEN WHEELER ASKED GEN LAM LHAT EFFECT THE 9TH MARINES DEPLOY-
MENT HAD ON HIS FORCES. GEN LAM STATED NO PROBLEM. MORALE
IS HIGHER THAN EVER , EVEN IN RF AND PF. GEN LAM STATED HIS
PROBLEM IS NVA. 87 PER CENT OF LOCAL FORCES ARE NVA. IF THEY WOULD
LEAVE HE WOULD NOT HAVE ANY PROBLEMS. GEN LAM STATED THAT
THE NVA HAVE TRIED TO PUT POLITICAL AGENTS INTO THE HAMLETS.
HOWEVER, THEY WERE EASILY IDENTIFIED. AS A MATTER OF FACT TWO
OF THEM WERE CAPTURED IN DANANG. MR. HERZ ASKED ABOUT THE
SPEECH PRESIDENT THIEU MADE ABOUT FREE ELECTIONS. GEN LAM

PAGE 3 OF 4 PAGES
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PAGE SEVEN RHMMAFA2488 I 0 P S SCREE SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
STATED THAT PRESIDENT THIEU EXPLAINED IT TO THE I CORPS
OFFICERS AND FURTHER, THAT THE bed CORPS OFFICERS HAVE REASONS
TO BE AGAINST COMMUNISM. HE SEES NO PROBLEMS WITH FREE
ELECTIONS. GEN WHEELER STATED THAT IT WAS 0.1K TO HAVE AN
OPPOSITION PARTY. WE HAVE ONE IN OUR OWN COUNTRY. GEN
WHEELER ASKED IF RIM IS GOING SATISFACTORILY GEN LAM STATED
YES THE TROOPS ALL HAVE M16°S. M-79°S AND OTHER MODERN
WEAPONS AND THAT THEY WERE CONFIDENT. GEN LAM STATED HE HAD
MANY VICTORIES IN PAST 18 MOS EVEN AMONG TERRITORIAL
FORCES. ONCE AGAIN HE WOULD HAVE NO PROBLEM IF THE NVA
WOULD GO. GEN WHEELER MADE A COMMENT ABOUT THE NUMBER OF RF
PLATOONS TO BE ACTIVATED AND ASKED IF GEN LAM WOULD HAVE
ENOUGH PEOPLE TO MAN THEM AND GEN LAM STATED THAT HE HAD
PLENTY OF PEOPLE GEN LAM GAVE GEN WHEELER AN X CORPS
PLAQUE AND AN IVORY SWAGGER STICK.
10. NO PARTICULAR PROBLEMS CAME UP DURING THE DAY AND GEN
WHEELER DID NOT DIVULGE ANY INFORMATION AND ADM MCDAIN
WAS STRANGEL SILENT.
11. EARLIER, GEN NICKERSON MADE A PITCH TO GET THE NEW JERSEY BACK.
GEN'S WHEELER AND ABRANS SEEMED AGREEABLE. ADM MCCAIN WAS
ALSO AGREEASBLE, BUT SAID HE HAD A MONEY PROBLEM.
GP-1
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ZYH
m CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
IOPSECRE T SECTION ONE OF TWO
EYES ONLY FOR GEN A BRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
CJCS VISIT
1. GEN WHEELER, ADM MCCAIN AND GEN ABRAMS VISITED I CORPS
TODAY. ARRIVED APPROXIMATELY 1230, HAD LUNCH AND WERE
BRIEFED BY THE III MAF STAFF. MR HERZ JOINED THE PARTY LATE.
2. THE BRIEFING ACTUALLY CONSISTED OF TWO PARTS. PART I

INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT AND FRIENDLY DISPOSITIONS. PART
II CONSISTED OF PHASE II OF THE 1969 PACIFICATION PLAN,
MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE PACIFICATION PLAN
IN I CORPS AND A DISCUSSION OF ARVN EFFECTIVENESS AND
ARVN IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION PROGRAM WITHIN THE
CORPS AREA.

THE 6-2 DISCUSSED THE ORDER OF BATTLE. THERE ARE
MORE ENEMY MANE UVER BATTALIONS IN I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE
TODAY THAN THERE WERE IN NOVEMBER 1968. ENEMY STRENGTH
IS SLIGHTLY HIGHER NOW THAN IN NOVEMBER 1969. THE CHARAC
TER OF ENEMY OFFENSIVE ACTION HAS CHANGED. THERE ARE
FEWER LARGE GR OUND ATTACKS AND MORE SAPPER ATTACKS AND
LIGHT ATTACKS BY FIRE. THE ENEMY IS NOW CONCENTRATING ON
THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE. THE ENEMY'S REACTION TO RLT -9
REDEPLOYMENT WAS ANALYZED. THERE IS, AS YET NO EVIDENCE OF
A SIGNIFICANT ENEMY REACTION. HOWEVER, CONTINUOUS PRESSURE
IS BEING MAINTAINED BY SMALL UNIT ACTIONS. FUTURE ENEMY
CAPABILITIES WERE DISCUSSED. IT WAS ESTIMATED THE ENEMY
WOULD MOST LIKELY CONTINUE THE SAME GENERAL LEVEL OF ACTIV-
IT Y THAT HE HAS MAINTAINED IN THE PA ST TWO MONTHS CONCENTRA-
TING ON THE POLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE WAR. IT WAS ALSO
BROUGHT OUT THAT THE ENEMY COULD REVERT TO MAJOR CONVENTIONAL
MILITARY OPERATIONS IN THE EVENT ONE OF TWO CONDITIONS WERE
TO BE MET (1) GVN SHOWS THE CAPABILITY TO COPE WITH TH
COVERT POLITICAL THREAT AND (2) AND ACCELERATED REDEPLOYMENT
OF the So FORCES CREATES SITUATION WHICH NASTO CONSIDERS

130MILITAR ILY EXPLOITABLE.
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4. THE G-2 THEN ANALYZED THE ENEMY'S PRESENT MILITARY
STRATEGY SPECIFICALLY BASED ON GEN GIAP'S PRONOUNCEMENT'S
CONCERNING INSURGENCY OPERATIONS VERSUS CONVENTIONAL WAR.
IT WAS DETERMINED THAT THE PRESENT STRATEGY IS ONE OF
EMPHASIS ON THE POLITICAL STRUGGLE PRED OMINANTLY BECAUSE
IT FITS THE PRESENT POL ITICAL AND MILITARY CLIMATE AND
ENCOURAGES U. S. TROOP WITHDRAWAL. THIS STRATEGY CALL'S FOR
THE UTILIZATION OF SMALL UNIT SAPPER ATTACKS AND ATTACKS
BY FIRE AIMED AT THE DISRUPTION OF THE PACIFICATION PRO-
GRAM AND THE ATTAINMENT OF POLITICAL ENDS. GEN WHEELER
ASKED IF THERE WAS ANY REDUCTION IN QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP ON
THE BATTLE FIELD, OBSERVED AMONG THE UNITS OF THE NVA/VC.
EN ZAIS STATED THAT ENEMY HE HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH COULD
FIGHT: HOWEVER, OVERALL LEADERSHIP WAS NOT AT THE LEVEL IT
HAD BEEN IN PREVIOUS YEAR S. GEN ABRAMS BROUGHT OUT THAT THE
29T H AND 361R REGIMENTS HAD BEEN RECENTLY REFIRBISHED IN NV N
AND IT IS EXPECTED THAT THEIR LEADERSHIP WOULD BE HIGHER THAN
LACAL UNITS IN7COUNTRY.
5. THE G-3 PRESENTED A DISCUSSION OF THE NUMBER OF MANE UVER
BATTALIONS PRIOR TO THE BOMBING HALI AS COMPARED TO THOSE
AVAILABLE NOT. ROK, ARVN AND U. S. BASICALLY THE ARVN AND
ROK HAVE REMAINED CONSTANT WHERE AT THE U. S. MA NE UVER BATTALIONS
IN I CORPS HAVE DROPPED FROM 56 TO 43 (INCLIDING THE SLF'S)
799
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1905.157 ZYH
PLACE III MAF
TO COLUSHA
ZEM
TOPSECRE T FINAL SECTION OF TWO

EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKER SON

CJCS VISIT CONTINUED
6. THE DEP CORDS, MR. FIRFER, DISCUSSED THE 1969 PACIFICATION
CAMPAIGN FOR I CORPS. HE ISCUSSED PHASE I G OAL S AND ACHIEVE-

MENTS AND PHASE II PROSPECTS. GEN WHEELER OPINED SOME PROGRAMS

SEEMED AMBITIOUS ALTHOUGH SEVERAL AMBITIOUS PROGRAMS IN

THE PAST DID MAKE THEIR GOALS. HE ADDED THAT PRESIDENT
THIEU'S PERSONAL INTEREST GOT THEM MOVING. GEN WHELLER
ALSO COMMENTED ON THE HE S STATISTICS. HE STATED THAT

ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE CERTAIN INADE QUACIES, THEY INDICATE

TRENDS. HE EXPRESSED CONCERN AT THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES IN

I CORPS. EARLIER, MR. FIRFER COMMENTED THAT THE PRESIDENT

HAD DECIDED TO CUT REFUGEES FROM THE ROLLS IF THEY WERE NOT

IN THE REFUGEE CAMPS. THEREFORE REFUGEE CHARTS WOULD SHOW

CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENT. GEN OBRAMS TOOK ISSUE WITH THIS

AND STATED THAT IT DOESN'T DO ANY GOOD TO TAKE THEM OFF

THE ROLL'S TO IMPROVE THE CHARTS. THE GOVERNMENT NEED S THESE

PEOPLE, THEIR VOTES AND HELP. THE G-3 THEN REVIEWED

MILITARY PLANS TO SUPPORT THE 1969 PHASE II PACIFICATION
PLAN. GEN QBRAMS NOTED THAT ONE OF THE ASSUMPTIONS WAS THE

TILIZATION OF THE DELITA FORCE. GEN ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT

FIELD COMMANDERS WHO HAVE DELTA FORCES ASSIGNED BERATE THEM

AND. COMPLAIN ABOUT INORDINATE SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS, YET THEY

JUSTIFY THEIR REQUESTS FOR THEM W.HEN THEY DON'T HAVE THEM

BY GL OW ING PRAISE OF THEIR WORK. GEN ZAIS STATED THAT HIS

ONE EXPERIENCE WITH DELTA FORCES HAD BEEN, GOOD. GEN ABRAMS
WAS NOT COMPLETELY CONVINCED. GEN NICKERSON STATED THAT
THE NEGAT IVE INTELLIGENCE PRODUCED BY DELTA FORCES LED TO

DECISION NOT TO INITIATE OPERATION PIERCE VALLEY. REGARD-
LESS OF THIS, GEN ABRAMS STATED THAT NO REPORTS G OT TO HIM

TO INDICATE THAT THE INTELLIGENCE OBTAINED BY DELTA FORCES
WAS DEEMED VALUABLE BY THE FORCES SUPPORTED. ONE OF THE

THINGS NOT BROUGHT OUT AT THE BRIEFING WAS THAT THE DELTA
FORCES WOULD ASSIST IN PR OV ID ING INFORMATION TO A COMMANDER
FACED WITH THE REDUCTION OF U. S. FORCES.
7. THE G-3 DISCUSSED THE ARVN, ROK AND U. S. PARTICIPATION
IN THE MILITARY PLAN TO SUPPORT THE PACIFICATION EFFORT AND

POINTED OUT HOW ALL THREE ARE INTEGRATED. GEN WHEELER
COMMENTED THAT THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY TO DO IT. HOWEVER,
HE DID QUESTION THE SECURITY PROBLEMS THAT WERE GENERATED.
GEN NICKERSON STATED THAT HE WOULD HOLD INFORMATION TO THE

LAST MINUTE. PRESENT PLANS ARE GENERAL IN NATURE AND ARE
NOT SPECIFIC. GEN WHEELER ASKED " HOW EFFECTIVE IS THE 2ND
ARVAL DIVISION" AND GEN NICKERSON STATED THAT IT HAS IM PROVED

OVER THE LAST 18 MONTHS, TO WHICH GEN ABRAMS A GREED. GEN
WHEELER ASKED IF THERE HAS BEEN AN IMPACT ON THE ARVN BY THE
WITHDRAWAL. GEN NICKERSON REPL IED NOT AT THE TOP LEVEL.

DE
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& GEN ABRAMS ASKED IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY PR.OVLEMS IN
TO DATE PER

3 FROM HERE THE PARTY MOVED TO GEW LAR'S HEAD
GEN WHEELER ASKED GEN LAM WHAT EFFECT THE 9TH MARINES DEPLOY-
MENT HAD ON HIS FORCES. GEN LAM STATED NO PROBLEM. MORALE
IS HIGHER THEN EVER, EVEN IN RF AND PF. GEN LAM STATED HIS
PR OBLEM IS NVA. 87 PERCENT OF LOCAL FORCES ARE NVA. IF THEY WOULD
LEAVE, HE WOILD NOT HAVE ANY PROBLEMS. GEN LAM STATED THAT
THE NVA HAVE TRIED TO PUT OLITICAL AGENTS INT. 0 THE HAMLETS.
HOWEVER, THEY WERE EASILY IDENTIFIED. AS A MATTER OF FACT TWO
OF THEM WERE CAPTURED IN DANANG. MR. HERZ ASKED ABOUT THE
SPEECH PRESIDENT THIE U MADE ABOUT FREE ELECTIONS. GEN LAM
STATED THAT PRESIDENT THIEU EXPLAINED IT TO THE I CORPS
OFFICERS AND, FURTHER, THAT THE I C OR PS OFFICER S HAVE REASONS
TO BE AGAINST COMMUNISM. HE SEES NO PROBLEMS WITH FREE
LECTIONS. GEN WHEELER STATED THAT IT WAS O.K. IO HAVE AN
OPPOSITION PARTY. WE HAVE ONE IN OUR OWN COUMTR Y. GEN
WHEELER ASKED IF RIM IS GOING SAATISFACTORIY. GEN LAM STATED
YES THE TROOPS ALL HAVE M16'S, M-79' S AND OTHER MODERN
WEAPONS AND THAT THEY WERE CONFIDENT GEN LAM STATED HE HAD
MANY VICTORIES IN THE PAST 18 MONTHS EVEN AMONG TERR IT OR IAL
FORCES. ONCE AGAIN HE WOULD HAVE NO PROBLEM IF THE NVA
WOULD GO. GEN WHEELER MADE A COMMENT ABOUT THE NUMBER OF RF
PLATOONS TO BE ACTIVATED AND ASKED IF GEN LAM WOULD HAVE
ENOUGH PE OPLE TO MAN THEM AND GEN LAM STATED THAT HE HAD
PLENTY OF PEOPLE. GEN LAM GAVE GEN WHEELER AN I CORPS
PLAQUE AND AN IV OR Y SWAGGER STICK.
10. EARLIER, GEN NICKERSON MADE A PITCH TO GET THE NEW JER SEY BACK.
GEN' S WHEELER AND ABRAMS SEEMED AGREEABLE. ADM MCCA IN WAS
AL SO AGREEABLE BUT SAID HE HAD A MONEY PROBLEM.
GP- 1
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FOR LIGEN ZAIS, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN JONES ,

MGEN THRASK AND BGEN FEELEY FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO.
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P 2003 152
FM CO III MAF
T0 COMUSMACV
ZEM
CNPIDENT I A L EYES ONLY
FOR GEN A BRAM S FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
A. CON USMA CV MSG DTG 161 145Z JUL 69(c)
B. CG III MAF MSG DIG 291436Z MAY 69(C)
C. DISCUSSION BETWEEN GEN ROSSON AND LT G NICKER SON, 10JUL69
D. COM USMA CV MSG 36080 DTG 1901402 JUN 69(C)
E. CG III MAF MSG DI G 04 14 102 JUL 69 (C)

1. (U) THIS IS IN REPLY TO RE F A.
2. THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE PROV IDED IN THE ORDER WHICH
REQUESTED:

A. I DO NOT FEEL THAT THERE IS ANY CONFLICT BETWEEN THE
THUA THIEN PROPOSAL AND THE MACV STRATEGIC OBJECT IVE PLAN FOR
AREA SECURITY. THE PROPOSAL IS AN EXTENSION OF THE AREA SECURITY
PLAN IN WHICH THE TARGET DISTRICTS ARE IN FACT ALREADY SECURE
AREAS. THE II, III AND IV PHASES OF THE PROPOSAL WILL BE IN
CONSONANCE WITH THE AREA SECURITY PLAN'S CONSOLIDATION AND
CLEARING ZONES. THE THUA THIEN PROPOSAL INDICATES THAT FURTHER
PHASING WILL DEPEND ON PROGRESS OF OTHER DISTRICTS. THIS WILL
ALL OW FOR ANY NECESSARY ADJUSTMENTS WHEN THE AREA SECURIT
CONCE PT IS INCORPORATED WITH THE 1970 PACIFICAT ION PLAN AND
AB145. WE SHALL REMAIN FLEXIBLE.

B. II IS FULLY REAL IZED T HAT THE PROPOSAL FOR ELECTION
OF DISTRICT CHIEFS IS IN CONTRAVE NT ION OF EXIST ING GV LAWS.
THIS PART OF THE PROPOSAL WAS MADE IN AN ATTEMPT TO FOCUS
ATTENT ION ON HE ISSUE OF THE FUTURE OF DISTRICT CHIEFS IN
THE POLITICAL STRUCTURE. I CONSIDER THAT THE CIRRENT PLAN TO
DO AWAY WITH HE DISTRICT CH IE FS AND HAVE PROVINCE CHIEFS
DEAL DIRECTLY IT M VILL AGE CH IE FS NEEDS FURTHER STUDY A ID

CONSIDERAT ION. IN THE MEANTIME THE ALTERNATIVE SOL UT TO OF
APPOINTING CIVILIAN DISTRICT CHIEFS SEEMS BOTH FEASIBLE AND
ACCEPTABLE. THE IMPORTANT ISSUE HERE IS CREATING THE IM AGE

OF A COMPLETE AND TOTAL RETURN TO CIVIL AUTHORITY. EVEN IF
49/11ONL Y IN THE THREE DISTRICTS PROPOSED THE THUA THIEN PLAN.

49/11
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C. I MAD HOPED THAT THE IHUA THIEN PROPOSAL WOULD BE
AD OPTED AS A NAT IONAL PIL.OT PROGRAM WHICH, BECAUSE OF THE
IMPORTANT IMAGE PROJECTED, WOULD RECEIVE THE MINIMAL
RESOURE CE S E CE SSAR Y TO INSTITUTE THE PROJECT, IE : TWO
ADD II IONAL NPFF COMPANIES AND 1 15 NAT IONAL POLICE, IN THE
EVENT THIS IS TOTALLY IMPOSSIBLE, THE REMAINING ALTERNA-
TIVES OF RETRAINING RF COMPANIES AS NPFF AND TRANSFERR ING
THEM TO THE NPFF, OR SIMPLY IRA. INING RF COMPANIES AS NPFF
WITHOUT TRANSFERRING THEM TO THE NPFF WILL BE PURSUED.
THE RE ST RUCT UR : ING OF THE DISTRICT ADVISORY TEAMS IS BEING
STUDIED BY MY CORDS STAFF WITH THE OBJECT OF TILIZING EXISTING
SSET S.

TO WLIZE THE BROAD CHARTER FOR LAW AND ORDER EXTANT IN THE
LAWS AUTHOR IZ. ING NP FF UNITS. THUS, NPFF DO NOT "REPLACE"
RF COMPANIES, THE RF IS REMOVED FROM THE DISTRICTS AND NP FF
ARE ASSIGNED TO CARRY OUT THEIR PROPERLY ASSIGNED MISSIO NS
OF LAW AND ORDER, MAINTAINING SECRITY, VCI NEUTRAL IZ AT ION,PATROLS AND AM BUSHES, AND SAFEGUARDING THE EXTENSION OF THE
NAT IONAL POLICE.
3. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THE PRE RE QUISITE FOR GVN INIT IAT IVE
FOR DIPLEMENTATION OF THE THUA THIEN PROPOSAL. THE PROVINCE
CHIEF OF THUA THIEN, COLONEL THAN, HA S BRIEFED GE LAM ON
THE PR OP OSAL AND I HAVE AL SO D ISCUSSED IT WITH HIM. I AM
OF THE IMPRESSION THAT HE CONCURS AND SUPPORTS THE CONCEPT
AND AS OF NOW 1 AM AWA IT ING HIS FORMAL REPLY TO A LETTER I
SENT TO HIM ON THE SUBJECT ON 24 JUNE 1969. I WILL URGE
GEN LAM TO FORWARD THE PROPOSAL TO CPDC WHEN IN FACT HE DOES
APPROVE IT.
4. THE INIT IAT IVE CLEARLY RESTS WITH THE GVN AT THIS MOMENT
AND SPECIFICALLY WITH GEN LAM. YOUR ASSIRANCE OF THE MACV STAFF
WORKING LOSELY WITH JGS AND GVN COUNTERPART TO OBT AIN
APPROVAL FOR IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTAT ION IS SINCERELY
APPRECIATED. I SHALL CONTI NE TO PRESS FOR EARLY SUBMISSION
OF THE PROPOSAL TO CPD C BY GEN LAM
GP-4
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BT
OPSECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
to THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATIONS
QUOTE:
0 171350Z JUL SS
FM CC III MAF
TO COMNAVFORV
ST
for OPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR VADK ZUMWALT FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VIETNAMIZING THE WAR (1)
As CONNAVFORV 0407572 JUL 69
B. COMNAMFORV 6708362 JUL 69
Co YR LTR SER: N5/0004-69 OF SJUL.GD
D. YR LTR TO COMUSMACV SAME SUBJ OF 29 JUNGS
E. YR LTR TO COMUSMACV SAME SUBJ OF 11JUL69
le (TS/LD) REF C AND D PROVIDED MY REPS IN SAIGON, HAVE
HELPED CLARIFY THE RELATIONSHIP OF NAVAL FORCES PRO-

PAGE TWO RHIMAFA2949 o EXCLUSIVE FOR
GRANMED FOR REDEPLOYERS WITH MARINE FORCES SIMILARLY
PROGRAMMED.
20 AS

Board

HAVE STATED BEFORE, ANY DEGRADATION IN NAVY
COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT WHILE MARINES ARE IN IOTZ IS
UNACCEPTABLE. THUS YOUR OPTION A IN WHICH USARV UNITS
REPLACE NAVY COMMON SUPPORT FORCES IN PHASE 4 IS UN-
ACCEPTABLE.
3. REF C SHOWS 1104 NAVY PERSONNEL PHASING OUT FROM NSA DANANG
IN PHASE 3. THAT WOULD APPEAR D BE AN APPROPRIATE NUMBER IN
PROPORTION TO THE MARINES DEPLOYING AT THAT TIME ALTHOUGH (and

CANNOT VERIFY THAT THIS IS SO. PLEASE CONFIRM.
Be RELATED TO THE ABOVE. been BELIEVE THERE ARE 1401 NAVY
PERSONNEL PHASING FROM NSA DANANG IN PHASE 5. THIS TOO
APPEARS IN PROPORTION, HOWEVER, green REQUEST THAT ® AS IN PAR 3
ABOVE. YOU AFFIRM THAT PERFORMANCE OF NAVY COMMON SUPPORT
FUNCTIONS FOR ICTZ WILL NOT BE DEGRADED.
S. THE CB PHASE DOWN IN PHASE 2 AND PHASE 3 APPEARS TO BE
IN PROPORTION, HOWEVER, ANY AGREEMENT ON NY PART TO PHASE
DOWN CB BN°S IN ICTI IS PREDICATED ON THE RETENTION OF THESE
BN'S IN ICTZ. UNQUOTE.
OP-1
TOJAI
TE 2949
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TOP S a: C R i T 'OR LT t£.. BUSi: ," OM LT G£ N NICKER SO N 
1. THE ,ou.ClIING tlIESSAGE PASSED FOR YOUR INFORM AT ION. 
o HUla91. JUL '9 
~ C04NAVFORV 
TO CG III MAF / 
INFO C'lI NAVSuPPA Cl' DANANG 
Sf 

.' ....... -..... --

TOP S g C R l!; T SPECAT EXa.USIV£ FOR LT(£N NICKERSON INFO I1ADI'l 
BOH HE R Fit 04 Z LMWALT 
V lET NAM IZ ING T J£ WAR (c) 
A. YOUR 17135 0Z JlA.. Y 69 NOTAL 
1. (U) T HE rOLL (Jji ING rig SPONDS TO HE I' A. 
2. <TS) NAVY CCMt¥lON S!:RVlCE 3UPPQRt, I CORPS. YOUR VIEWS OF 
Ttl: Ca4r40N SUPP<JtT ROLE IN 1 cr Z ARE UNDER 51 000 AN) MPPRE el I-;T lID. 
T)£ MATTE R OF NAV Y fIR (N 10 ING CO~ ON SUPPOrtT T u YO UR M Ali INKS IS 
NOl' TJ£ ISSlE. THE ISSUE IS T~ NAVY PROVIDING COi'lMON SUPPOI1T 
TOT t£ E NT 1R E I cr Z. A UN 1 QUE rt OLl:: A NO A VERY EX PE NS IV E 
Ra..E FOR Tt£ U. S. NAV Y. T 1£ U.5. ARMY EVE NT u'!\LL Y i1U ST A S5 lJ'fIE 
Ttl: CQ\tMON SUPPa:tT FUNCTIONS IN IcrZ. T Hi: TIMING IS T rE QUE Sf ION. 
1 I'lU~ C0f4T INUi TO PER SUE A COlR s:: T HAT WILL RE5tLT IN A FIRM 
CCMMITr4ENT FRQ'fI USARV ON THE TIMING FOR TJ£ TRANSFEl( OF THIS 
RESPONS IB D.. IT Y. I W n.L DO SO IN A ItJ AY Ii HI CH PERMIT S FtLL EXPl1iSSION 
OF YOUR V Iili S AT ALL T h'll::S. 
3. (f S) C'*FIRPIAT ION OF APPROPRIATENESS OF NSAf) cur S, PHASE 3. 
AS COMPONENT COMMANDER 1 WAS DIREaED TO NOiHNATE SPECIFIC 
REDUCTlOOS TO MEi:T A QUotA ASSIGN£D Me.; BY Co.\1USrlA(,V TO BE HEADY 
TO SUPPORT A PROSPECTIVE NAT lONAL POLICY DECISION. AT A MEET ING 
ATTENDED BY YOUR R1l.PRES£ttTATIVi.S 1 REa..Alf4ED THE SIZE OF NAVY'S 
QUOfA AND C£NERAL ABRAMS MADti: AN ADJUSTftlENT WHICH r(C:DU~D NAVY-S 
Quar A. I HAV E MADE T)£ SPE CI FI C DETE,iPlIH AT 10 NS A.S TO VI HI CH 
NAVA 1. ACT IV IT IE S ARE T 0 BE RED UC£D T 0 FILL T tt~! au OT A. I PI AD E T HE 
&5£ JUDGEMENT 1 COu..D ASTO HOW BliSf TO APPORTION THESE 
lHMl£RS TO MAINTAIN SUPPORT OF THE WAR. I "JUDGE" THAT THE 
REDUClION AT NSAD WILL PERMIT THilT ACfIVItYTO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE 
C()(IlItJON SUPPORT ;(8 1 crz, IFTt£ TJoflEhT AND DISfRIBUTION OF' 
ENEM Y EFFORT REMAINS A S AT Pt.E ~ Nt. BUT I ChNNOT "VER 1 FY" ,N¥NOrtE 
Tw\N YOU rAN WHET I£R THE nEMAINING NUr48£RS WILL SUPPORT 
THE SPECIFIC LEVEL OF EFFORT REQUIRED TO MEET THE SPECIFIC 
THREAT EXISIING AT T)£ TIME A De-CISION TO iiiDUCE THOS£ FORCES 
15 MADf:. IF 1 AM CONSu..n:D PR lOR TO T}£ NEXT DECISION I CAN 
COME CL 0:£ RT 0 V ER lFYI NG T)£ A PPR OPRIATE HE SS 0 F THESE NUPiBEri 5 
FOR THE SITUATION .EX lSI It«3 AT THAT TL'1E. I AM HOPEFUL TKkT BOTH 
YOU AND I WILL IE SO CONSILTED. 
.. <T S) CONP' IRMAT lOtI 0' APPR OPRIAT KNESS OF NSAD cur S, PHASE 5 
••• C8 us. A SOVE PHl1.0SOPKY PERT AiftS 0 .... Y MQ·RE so. 
S. HO IN V Iili OF T HE FORE GO lNG, I CANNOT AT 1 HI S TIM 
A~Y OF T t£ SPECIFIC QUEST ION YOU HAVERAI_ 1. REF A. 
1 W lLL COIfJIU£ to MY t£ SIlO .~~P_Xltf.ADltlS£.D AS·,t~--, ... ~~-

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

2266432 ZYY
ca 111 MAF
ce PAFTAC

ZEM
FOR LI GE N BUSE FROM LT GE N NICKER SON

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
0 1810292 JUL 69
FM COM NAV FORV
TO CG III MAF
INFO COM NAV S UPPA CI DANANG
BT
T OPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LI GE N NICKER SO N INFO RADM
BONNER FR 04 UMWALT
VIETNAMIZING THE WAR (C)
A. YOUR 171350Z JULY 69 NOTAL
1. (U) THE FOLL OW IN RE SPONDS TO REF A.
2. (IS) NAVY COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT, I COR PS. YOUR VIEWS OF
THE COMMON SUPPORT ROLE IN I CTZ ARE UNDERST O D D AND APPRECIATED.
THE MATTER OF NAVY PROVIDING COMMON SUPPORT TO YOUR MARINES IS
N OT THE ISSUE. THE ISSUE IS T HE NAVY PR OV ID ING COMMON SUPPORT
TO THE ENT IRE I CIZ, A UNIQUE ROLE AND A VERY EXPENSIVE
ROLE FOR THE U.S. NAVY. THE U.S. ARMY EVE NT UALLY MUST ASSUME
THE COMMON SUPPORT FUNCTIONS IN ICIZ. THE T IS THE QUE STION.
I MUSI CONT INUE TO PER SUE A COUR S T HAT WILL RESULT IN A FIRM
COMMITMENT FR OM USARV ON THE TIMING FOR THE TRANSFER OF THIS
RESPONSIBILITY I W L L L DO SO IN A WAY WHICH PERMITS FULL EXPRESSION
OF YOUR VIEWS AT ALL T IMES.
3. (T S) CONFIRMAT ION OF APPROPRIATE NE OF NSAD CUTS, PHA SE 3.
AS COMPONENT COMMANDER I WAS DIRECTED TO NOMINATE SPECIFIC
REDUCTIONS TO MEET A QUOTA ASSIGNED ME BY COMUSMA CV TO BE READY
TO SUPPORT A PROSPECTIVE NAT IONAL POLICY DECISION. AT A MEET ING
ATTENDED BY YOUR REPRESENTATIVE I RECLAIMED THE SIZE OF NAVY'S
QUOTA AND GE NE RAL ABRAMS MADE AN AD JUSTMENT WHICH REDUCED NAVY S
QUOTA. I HAVE MADE THE SPECIFIC DETERMINAL IONS AS TO WHICH
NAVAL ACTIVITIES ARE TO BE D UCED TO FILL THAT QUOTA. I MADE THE
BE ST JUDGEMENT I COULD AS TO HOW BE ST TO APPORT ION THESE
N UMBERS MAINTAIN SUPPORT OF THE WAR. I JUDGE" T HAT THE
REDUCT ION AT NSAD WILL PERMIT THAT CT IV IT Y TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
COMM ON SUPPORT FOR I CTZ, IF HE THREAT AND DISTRIBUTION OF
ENEMY EFFORT REMAINS AS AT PRESENT. BUT I CANNOT "VERIFY" NYMORE
THAN YOU CA N WHET HER THE REMAINING NUMBER S WILL SUPPORT
THE SPECIFIC LEVEL OF EFFORT REQUIRED TO MEET THE SPECIFIC
THREAT EXISTING AT THE T IME A DE CISION TO REDUCE THOSE FOR CE S

IS MADE. IF I AM CONSULTED PRIOR TO THE NEXT DECISION I CAN
COME CLOSER TO VER IFYING THE APPROPRIATENESS OF THESE NUMBER S
FOR THE SITUAT ION EXISTING AT THAT T IME. I AM HOPE FUL THAT BOTH
YOU AND I WILL BE SO CONSULTED.
4. (TS) CONFIRMATION OF APPROPRIATENESS OF NSAD CUTS, PHASE 5
AND CB BNS. A BOVE PHILOSOPHY PERTAINS ONLY MORE so.
5. (ID) IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, I CANNOT AT THIS TIME CONFIRM
ANY OF THE SPECIFIC QUESTION YOU HAVE RAISED IN REF A. HOWEVER,
I LL CONT IN UE TO DO MY BE S I U KEEP YOU ADVISED AS THE SITUATION

(15(1)
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SECRET

P 2314062 JUL 69
FM CG 111 MAF
TO RUHKFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT

0 P SECRE I/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN
BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON/FOR MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
10 THE FOLLOWING LTR FROM CG III MAF TO COMUSMACV
IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATIONS
QUOTE CG 111 MAF LTR 38/HMS 3000 SER: 00085569 OF 18 JUL 1969
FROM: COMMANDING GENERAL
TO: COMMANDER , U. S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
SUBJ: REDEPLOYMENT PLANNING
REF: (A) COMNAVFORV LTR TO COMUSMACV OF 11JUL69

(B) COMNAVFORV 1007122 JUL 69
(C) COMNAVFORV MEMO FOR COFS, MACV OF 6JUL6S

is PARAGRAPH 2 OF REFERENCE (A) SUBMITS A PROPOSED PHASED
REDEFEPLOYMENT OF COMBAT SUPPORT AND COMBAI SERVICE SUPPORT
UNITS MAINLY IN I CORPS. THE PROPOSED REDUCTION IS DEPENDENT
ON THE PHASED REDUCTION OF MARINE CORPS UNITS AND UPON THE
COMMON SUPPORT ROLE SHIFTING FROM U. S. NAVY TO U. S. ARMY

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 3146 T 0 P SECRE I/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
UNDER TWO OPTIONS.

A. OPTION A o USARV UNITS REPLACE NAVY COMMON SUPPORT
FORCES IN PHASE 4.

B. OPTION B o NAVY COMMON SUPPORT FORCE DEPARTURE COIN-
CIDES WITH MARINE CORPS UNITS.
2. I CANNOT AND DO NOT CONCUR IN OPTION As 1 BELIEVE THAT
THE NEAR FUTURE HOLDS SIGNIFICANT CHANGES FOR I CORPS TACTICAL
ZONE WHICH WILL TAX MY CURRENT SUPPORT SYSTEM TO THE MAXIMUM.
REGARDLESS OF THE EXCELLENCE OF THE SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THE
ARMY OR THE EXCELLENCE OF ANY TURNOVER PLAN DEVELOPED, EXECU-
TION OF SUCH A PLAN WOULD PRODUCE SOME DIMUNITION IN SUPPORT
CAPABILITY IN I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE. CONSIDERING THE MANY
POSSIBILITIES AND ALTERNATIVES WHICH bee NOW FACE, I CANNOT
AGREE WITH ANY ACTION WHICH WOULD REDUCE MY CAPABILITIES AT
SUCH A CRITICAL TIME. MY VIEWS ON THIS HAVE BEEN PASSED PRE-
VIOUSLY BY REFERENCE (B).
3. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, 1 RECOMMEND THAT YOU NOT APPROVE OP-
TION A.
do RELATIVE TO THE ABOVE. REFERENCE (C) INDICATES REDEPLOY-
MENT OF FOUR (4) NAVY MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALIONS IN PHASE

PAGE 3 RHMMAFA 3146 T O P SECRE T/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
2 AND 3. THIS REDEPLOYMENT APPEARS TO CONFORM WITH ANTICIPATED
COMMITMENTS AND CAN BE ACCEPTED. HOWEVER, I WOULD ADD THAT
SUCH CONCURRENCE IS PREDICATED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE RE-
MAINING SIX (6) NAVY MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BATTALIONS WILL REMAIN
IN I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE.

He NICKERSON, JR.

PAGE LOF/ PAGES
UNQUOTE
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S/S DOCUMENT.
G-1

ORIG: S/SG-2

REL: S/SG-3

G-4
G-5
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FOR
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TOP SECRET

PITTEYUV
ZNY ITTTT
P 2407002 JUL 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMLNHA/CG FIRST HAW
ET
TOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON FOR MARINE COAPS EYES ONLY
80 THE FOLLOWING HSG IS QU OTED FOR YOUR INFORMATIONS
QUOTES
P. 2323452 JUL 69
FM ADMIN FMFPAC
TO RHHMAFA/CG III MAF
BY
I OPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR BEEN DOGLEY FROM
BGEN WILSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS
FORCE PLANNING eus
Ao CG FHFPAC 1801072/AL69 CSD MCEO
lo (5) REF A ADVISED OF PGNPOSED CONFERENCE ON SUBJECT
AT CAMP SMITH ON 28-29 JULY.
2. eu THE CONFERENCE DATES PROPOSED IN REF A ARE CONO
FIRMED.
3. (IS) FOR INFORMATION, THE FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEMS
WILL BE DISCUSSED:

A. STATUS OF FORCE REDUCTION PLANNING.
B. FMFPAC FORCE REDUCTION PLANNING OBJECTIVES.
C. DEACTIVATION OF SUB UNIT NR2, HQCO, 26TH

MARINES.
Do III MAF SECOND INCREMENT REDEPLOYMENT

PAGE COF2 PAGES

1711
3 COPIES2COPY. TOP SECRETOF111 MAF 2100/4
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TOP SECRET

PAGE TWO RUHHFMA3587 T PSECRET EXCLUSIVE MCE0
TROOP LIST, TO INCLUDE:

(1) COMPOSITION/EQUIPMENT OF AVAITION
DETACHMENTS.

(2) REDEPLOYMENT PHASING OF SECOND REDEPLOY-
MENT INCREMENT.

(3) PROGRAM SIX STATUS OF PROV MAG-39.
E. MANPOWER CEILINGS FOR OKINAMA/JAPAN.
F. INTERIM WESTPAC POSTURE, PRIOR TO CESSATION

TK HOSTILITIES, UPON EXECUTION OF A SECOND REDEPLOYMENT
INCREMENT, TO INCLUDE.

(1) IMPACT OF USN PERSONNEL WITH REDEPLOYING
USMC UNITS.

(2) RESTORING TO COMBAT CAPABLE STATUS UNITS
REDEPLOYED AT CADRE STRENGTH.

(3) PROPOSED INTERIM WESTPAC TROOP LIST.
(4) REQUIREMENTS AND FINANCIAL IMPACT ON

FY70 PROCUREMENT PROGRAM.
(5) MILCON REQUIREMENTS.

G. FMFPAC POSTURE UPON CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES
(T-DAY), TO INCLUDE:

PAGE THREE RUNHFMA3587 T PSECRE EXCLUSIVE MCEO
(1) IMPACT OF MANPOWER CEILING.
(2) PROPOSED WESTPAC/MIDPAC TROOP LIST.

WARM REGARDS.
UNQUOTE:
GP-4
BT
3220

PAGE 2 OF 2 PAGES
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HEADQUIrERS , " 

m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE TOP_r 
~." ... ,,,"--" _I.:!::..!t_ ;,~" . - mMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-681 

OPERATION, COO! FROM DATE 
I )(- ORIGINATOR CG ,III MAF 26 JULY 1969 

A - ACTION I COGN IZANC'E 
C ~COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION S£RlALt* I CONtROL . DATE 
I - I N FORMATION 260532Z JUL 69 cOPY'" I OF,? 5 - SIGNA7URE COPIES REeo 

. ROUTE SECTION . CODE 
DATE 

INI~rAL 
I SU-eJECT 

IN OUT Ii SPECAl EXCLUSIVE FOR 
,l:. {21i ILk. ~ CG /,; REMARKS 

DCG ~ "/' I )THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINEO 
DeG AIR , ' 

, / OVER NIIHT EJeCEPT AS NOTED I N FORCE 

Q. CIS ~ : 
1 W- ORDER PSSl!. 4_ . 

i oc/s 
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE 

DC/S PLAN 
6 & IJI"~' BY ALL PEMIONS SIGHTING THIS 
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:G-!S 
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CAP 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

FROMOPERATION CODE DATE

26 JULY 1969* ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAFA- ACTION / COGNIZANCE
SERIAL # / CONTROL DATECOMMENT /RECOMMENDATION

1-INFORMATION
OF3260532Z JUL 69S-SIGNATURE COPY COPIES RECO

SUBJECTDATE
SECTION INITIALROUTE CODE SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOROUTIN

July

I 27
CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCEDCG AIR
ORDER P5511.4I2 C/S

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BE

DC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

2/17
InI DOCUMENT.

S/S
G-1

G-2
ORIG: G-3G-3
REL: C/SG-4

G-5

EXCLUSIVE

G-6

CAP
ADJ

CORDS

FOR

EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

HAS BEEN SENTMTO
OP ANAL

ORD

PSY OPS
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TOP SECRET

ZNY TTTTT
0 2605322 JUL 69
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INFO COMNAVFORV
COMSEVENTHELEET
BT
T OPSECRET
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT (U)
A. COMUSMACV 241136Z JUL 69

1 (U) IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE

SUBMITTED ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF NGFS.

2. (TS) NGFS IS SELDOM AFFECTED BY WEATHER CONDITIONS.

THUS DURING THE MONSOON SEASONS WHEN CLOSE AIR SUPPORT IS

RESTRICTED, NGF IS FREQUENTLY ONLY FIRE SUPPORT AVAILABLE

TO TROOPS. NGF FREQUENTLY CAN STRIKE TARGETS THAT ARE OUT OF RANGE

OF OR IN DEFILADE FOR ARTILLERY: FOR EXAMPLE, CA CURRENTLY

ASSIGNED TO SUPPORT OPERATION DURHAM PEAK FOR THE SPECIFIC

PURPOSE OF STRIKING HARD TARGETS IN THE QUE SON MOUNTAIN

AREA WHICH ARE IN DEFILADE FOR ARTILLERY. THUS THERE ARE

TIMES WHEN, BECAUSE OF WEATHER, RANGE, OR LOCATION OF TARGETS,

NGF IS THE ONLY FIRE SUPPORT WHICH CAN BE EFFECTIVELY DELIVERED:

IN ADDITION, CERTAIN HARD TARGETS ARE VULNERABLE ONLY TO THE

PENETRATION CAPABILITIES OF NGF.
3. (IS) SUBORDINATE FIELD COMMANDERS EVALUATION OF THE

EFFECTIVENESS OF NGFS CAN BEST BE INDICATED BY THE FACT THAT

REQUIREMENTS SUBMITTED TO THIS HQS CONSISTENTLY EXCEED NGFS

AVAILABLE.
40 (TS) ANOTHER IMPORTANT REASON FOR THE RETENTION OF NGFS

IS THE FACT THAT THE REDEPLOXMENT OF RLY-9 WILL RESULT IN THE

LOSS OF 3 BATTERIES OF 105 HOW, 1 BATTERY OF 155 HOW, AND I

BATTERY OF 107 MORTARS. THE REDUCTION OF ARTILLERY SUPPORT IN

THE VITAL DMZ AREA, DICTATES THAT SUPPLEMENTARY FIRE SUPPORT

WHICH CAN BE BROUGHT TO BEAR IMMEDIATELY IN THE EVENT THE

ENEMY MOVES ACROSS THE DMZ BE READILY AVAILABLE.
(IS) ESPECIALLY DURING THE FOURTHCOMING PERIOD OF REDEPLOY-5

MENTS WHEN THE INTENTION OF THE ENEMY IS UNKNOWN, THE

IMPORTANCE OF NGFS INCREASES. ITS INHERENT FLEXIBILITY
AND MOBILITY GIVES us AN ADVANTAGE WHICH WE CAN ILL AFFORD

TO LOSE.
6. (TS) IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, I STRONGLY URGE THAT THE

CURRENT LEVEL OF NGFS NOT ONLY NOT BE REDUCED BUT THAT IT BE

ENHANCED BY THE RETURN OF THE BATTLESHIP NEW JERSEY AT THE
EARLIEST PRACTICABLE DATE.
GP-1
BT

PAGE / OF / PAGES

18/11

II
3/ TOP SECRETCOPY COPIESOF

111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

- .-;;> 

HEAt'QU/\RTERS 
I:I: r;~ARtNE AMPHiBIOUS FORCE 

TOP SECRET m MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68) 
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)to- ORIGI NATOR 00 III MAP' 29JUL69 
A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE 

SERIAL. I CONTROL 'DATE C -COMMENT I rtECOMMENDATTON 

eo..v~ 2,3 OF 4 1 - I N FORMATION o 290;;OZ JUL 69 COPIEs ImCO S - SIC.NA~URE 

,ROUTE SECTION COOE 
DA'fE 

INITIAL, 'SUlWECT toP sm~~~ ONL:'-] 
IN OUT L'fGEN :N'ICKERSON S DS FOR L lit auSE 

CG REMARKS 

DCO THI~_. DOCUMENT MAY NOT IE RETAINED 
DCG AIR R NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FOftCE ' 

~ CIS 'L c r\/ ORDER P5511.4_. 

OC/S -" 
THE RECORD OF DISCLDSURE MUST IE 

OCIS PLAN SlGNED IV ALL PEnoN. IIGHTINI T .. I 
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G-2 )1/15 AEE~ SEAlr 
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHISIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
* ORIGINATOR CG III MAF 29JUL69A-ACTION /COGNIZANCE

SERIAL # / CONTROL DATEC -COMMENT /RECOMMENDATION
1- INFORMATION 1,2,30 290550Z JUL 69 OF 4S SIGNATURE COPY# COPIES RECO

SUBJECT TOP SECRET/EYES ONLY/DATE
SECTIONROUTE INITIALCODE

LTGEN NICKERSON SENDS FOR LTGEN BUSEIN OUT
CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

DCG AIR OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
2 ORDER P5511.4C/S .

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BEDC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

27/7
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S/S I DOCUMENT.
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TOP ;;; E eRE I IE Y£ S ONL Y IFOn L T GE N B USE rn OM 
LT GE N NICKER SO N 
1. THE FOL i\1SGS AR£ QUOTED FOR YOIR INFO: 
QUor E: 
o 24 113 6Z Z Y HZI' F - 6 Z F 1'- 3 
F~ GE l~ A i3R~W1;;) C Q"1 USMA CV SA I GO N V lET WAr1 
TO LT G [HCKERSON CG I II ('/jAF DA NANG VIETNAM 
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFOOCEV NHi-I TR).NG VIETNM'l. 
LTG EWELL CG II FFQRCEV LONG SINH V IET[~~'\1 
VAlY.YJ Z UIlWALT CCII1NAVFORV SAIGON V IETNAl'l\ 
M G WET l-E RILL C G Di'1 A C CA N T HO . V lET N AM 
INFO LTG l'l\ILDREN DCGUSARV LONG SINH VIETNMI 
ZEM . 
TOP SEC RET MA C 95 47 E Yi S 0 NL Y 
SUBJECT: NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT (U)· 
1. erS) 1 HAVE BEEN QUER lED BY HIGItR AUTHOR IT Y AS TO THE VALUE 
OF NAVAL SHORE SaM BARDI1E NT OF TAR GJ:: T SIN SV N. 
2. (C) YOUR i:iPECIFIC CQ'l~l£ Nl' S ON I J£ NiiliD FOrt AN EFFECT IVE NESS 
OF NGFS ARE REQUESTED ON A PRIORITY BASIS, FOR INCORPORATION INfO 
A RESPONSE TOT HI S RE QUEST. ~ 
3. (0) YOUR RESPONSES ARE REQUESTED I~T 261200H JULY. 
GP-4 
UNQUOTE: 

QUOTE: 
o 251115Z Z YH Z 1'1'-3 Z FF-6 
J'iIl C Q1 NAV F ORV 
TO GE N ABRMIS, COI~ US1J ACV 
INFO LT GE:N NICKERSON, CG III MAr 
LTG CORCORAN, CG IFfORCEV 
L1 GEWELL, CG I I 1'1' OR CEV 
MG \~ET HER ILL, CG DMAC 
LT G MILDR£N, DCG USARV, 
ZEM ' . . 
TOP 5 E C RET EYE;;) ONL Y 
NAVAL GUi~F IRE SUPPORT (0) 
1. (I S) VAL LE 0 F NG FS V Aft. IE S AfY] ONG THE 1'0 UR CTZ' S. 
I AND II crz ARE BURDERED BY HELATIVELY DEEP WATER 
ALONG T J-E COA Sf PERM ITT ING NG FS COO Ej~ AGE 
,our TO lyEAR MAX 1M lJ'Il GUN RANGE S. I II A NO IV crz ARE 
GENERALL Y BORDERED BY SHALL ow WAT ER W HI CH 
LIMITS BOfH EFFECT IVE RANGES ANi) TARGET AREt,S. 
HOWEVER, IN ALL NAVIGAtLE AREAS NGFS REPRE;:ENIS 
A FLEXla£ MOBILE CAPABILITY WITH LONG STAY TIME 
AND IS THUS PART ICULARL Y VALUABLE IN APPJ... YIi~G 

,; FORCE TO TARG!:TS INACCiSSIBLE TO ART lLLERY. 1 DEFER 
S FOR EffiE cr lVENESS EV At. OAt IONS IN 

SPOilS IS D..~1t~1.L-______ --'-
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0 9055 OR ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
T SECRET /EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN B USE FR OM

LT GEN NICKER SON
1. THE FOL MSGS ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFO:

QUOTE:
0 241136Z ZYH ZFF-6 ZFF-3
FM GEN ABRAMS CQ1USMACV SAIGON VIETNAM
TO LT G NICKERSON CG III MAF DA NA NG /IETNAM
LT G CORC ORAN CG I FFOR CEV NHA TRANG VIET NAM
LTG EWELL CG II FFOR CEV LONG BINH V IETNAM
VADM Z UMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON VIETNAM
MG WET HERILL CG DMAC CAN THO V IETNAM
INFO LTG MILDREN D CG USARV LONG BINH VIETNAM
ZEM
OPSECRI E T MAC 95 47 EYES ONLYT
SUBJECT: NAV AL GUNFIRE SUPPORT (U)

1. (TS) I HAVE BEEN QUERIE BY HIGHER AUTHORITY AS TO THE VALUE
OF NAVAL SHORE BOMBARDMENT OF T ARGETS IN SV N.

2. (C) YOUR SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON THE NEED FOR AN EFFECTIVENESS
OF NGF S ARE RE QUESTED ON A PRIOR IT Y BASIS, FOR INCOR PORATION INTO
A RESPONSE TO THIS REQUEST.
3. (U) YOUR RE SPONSE S ARE RE QUESTED NLT 261200H JULY.
GP-4
UNQUOTE:

QUOTE:
0 251115Z ZYH ZFF-3 ZFF-6
FM COMNAVFORV
TO GEN ABRAMS, COMUSMACV
INFO LT GE N NICKER SON, CG III MAF
LIG COR CORA N, CG I FFOR CEV
LIG EWELL, CG II FFOR CEV
MG WETHER LLL, CG DMAC
LT MILDREN, DCG USARV
ZEM
T PSECRET EYES ONLY
NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT (U)
1. (TS) V AL UE OF NG FS VARIES AMONG THE FOUR CTZ SS.
I AND II CI Z ARE BORDERED BY RELATIVELY DEEP WATER
ALONG THE COA ST PERMITT ING NG FS COVER AGE
OUT TO NEAR MAX IM UM GUN RANGES. III AND IV CT Z ARE
GENERALLY BORDERED BY SHALLOW WATER WHICH
LIMITS BOTH EFFECT IVE RANGES AND T AR GET AREAS.
HOWEVER, IN ALL NAVIGABLE AREAS NGFS REPRESENTS
A FLEXIBLE MOBILE CAPABIL WITH LONG STAY T IME
AND IS THUS PARTICULARLY VALUABLE IN APPLYING
FORCE TO TARGETS INACCESSIBLE TO ART LLERY. I DEFER

DDEES FOR EFFECT IVENESS EV AL UATIONS INTO
RESPONSIBIIY

Jety

19(h)
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2. (T S) NGFS HA::i F"RE QUENTL Y PI.. AYED A V IT AI.. R(LE IN 
THE PROfECT ION OF SHIPPING TRANSIT LNG THE RSSZ. 
PRIOR TO ACQUISrr ION OF TtE VI'{1JC ARTILLERY, IT 
RI£PRES!:NTED TrE ONLY SURFACE SUPPCRTING ARlYJ AVAILABLE. 
CURRENTLY, NGFS IS COMPLEMi!.['JfING OTHER SUPPORTING ARMS 
IN OUR INCREAffiD COMBINED Ii:FFORTS TO ELIi'1INATE SHIPPING 
ATTA CKS. A S PART 6 F" T HE V lET NAM !ZAT IO!~ 0 F T HE WAR EFFORT, 
C ONT INUED AVA IL AB IL IT Y OF NGFS RE PRESENT S 0 NE MEA NS 0 I' 
PROV!DI NG .>UPPORT TOT HE RV NA F' AT A REL AT IV [L Y LOW 
UN E STf1ENT OF PER,sO NNEL A NO ZEd 0 m CREA SE IN 
Ii~-COUNTRY ;)PACE.:3. ADDITIOi~ALLY, NGF'S REPRL~NTS 
A :::;URGE CAPABIL IT Y OF CONCE IiI'RAT£D FIRE POWI£R TO 
REACT TO ANY Il~CR£A;;;ED ENililY Acr IV IT Y ALONG OR 
NEAR T l-E i:1VN COA ST, ESPE CIALL Y AT T HE DMZ. ' 
GP-4 
UN QUor E: 

Quar E: 
o 2605 32Z JUL 69 
F;'fl CG II I {1A F 
TO COif] US'lJACV 
INF"O CQi'IlNAVFORV 
CO;1 SEV ENT HFLEET 
BI 
TOPS£CR£T 
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRAMS FHOf", LTGEl~ NICKERSON 
NAVAL GUNF IRi suppmT (U) 

A. COMUSIIACV 241136Z JUL69 
1 (0) IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF Ii THE FOLLOWING COl'1iYlENTS ARE 
SUSVl ITTE D ON T I-E E FFE CT IVEr£SS O'F _.NG,ES. 
2. (TS) NGFS IS SELDOM AFFECTED BY WEATHER CON)ITIONS. 
THUS DURING Tt£ MONSOON SEASONS Wl-EN Uo05E AIR SUPPOIiT IS 

I' RESTRICTED, NGF' IS FREQUENTLY ONLY FIRE SUPPORT AVAILABLE 
TO TROOPS. NGF FREQLENILYCAN STR IKt: TARGET S THAT ARE our OF KANGE 
OF OR I N DE rILADE FCR ART ILLERY; FOR EXA[tl PLE, CA CURRE NTL Y 
ASSIGNED TO '::;UPPORT OPERATION DLRHAM PEAK FOR THE SPECIFIC 
PURPO~ OF SfRIKING HARD TARGETS IN TrE QUE SON t10UNfAIN 
AREA WrlICH ARE IN DEFILADE FOR ARTILLERY. THUS THERE ARE 
TIMES WHEN, BECAU£ OF WEATIt.R, nANGI!., OR LOCAr ION Of TARGETS, 
NGF IS THE ONLY FIRE SUPPORT WHICH CAN BE EFFECTIVELY DELIV@ill: 
INADDlTION, CERTAIN HARD TARGETS ARE VLLNE:RAaE ONLY TO THE I Q/'"~ J 
PUJraAr 101 CAPABR. IT lES OF' MGF'. /fYIi 

DECLASSIFIED 
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2. (TS) NGFS HAS FRE QUENTLY PLAYED A V IT AL ROLE IN
THE PROTECTION OF SHIPPING TRANSIT ING THE RSSZ.
PRIOR TO ACQUIS IT ION OF THE VMC ARTILLERY, IT
REPRE SENTED THE ONLY SURFACE SUPPORTING ARM AVAILABLE.
CURRENTLY, NGFS IS COMPLEMENT ING OTHER SUPPORTING ARMS
IN OUR INCREASED COMBINED EFFORTS TO ELIMINATE SHIPPING
ATTACKS. AS PART OF THE VIETNAMIZATION OF THE WAR EFFORT,
CONTINUED AVAILABILITY OF NGFS REPRESENTS ONE MEANS OF
PROVIDING SUPPORT TO THE RV NAF AT A RELAT IVELY LOW
INVESTMENT OF PER SONNEL AND ZERO INCREASE IN
IN-COUNTRY SPACES. ADDITIONALLY, NG FS REPRESENTS
A SURGE CAPABIL II Y OF CONCENTRATED FIRE POWER TO
REACT TO ANY INCREASED ENEMY ACTIVITY AL ONG OR
NE AR THE SVN COA ST, ESPECIALLY AT THE DMZ.
GP-4
UN QUOTE:

QUOTE:
0 260532Z JUL 69
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INFO COMNAV FORV
COMSEVENTHFLEET
BT
TCOPSECR E
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
NAVAL GUNFIRE SUPPORT (U)
A. COMUSMACV 241136Z JUL 69
1 (U) IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE
SUBMITTED ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF NG FS.
2. (T S NGFS IS SELDOM AFFECTED BY WE AT HER CO ND IT IO NS.
THUS DURING THE MONSOON SEASONS WHEN CLOSE AIR SUPPORT IS
RE ST R I C T E D , NGF IS FRE QUENTLY ONLY FIRE SUPPORT AVAILABLE
TO TROOPS. NGF FREQUENTLY CAN STRIKE TARGETS THAT ARE OUT OF RANGE
OF OR IN DE FILADE FOR ART ILLERY; FOR EXAMPLE, CA CURRENTLY
ASSIGNED TO SUPPORT OPERATION D UR HAM PEAK FOR THE SPECIFIC
PUR POSE OF STRIKING HARD TARGET S IN THE QUE SON MOUNTAIN
AREA WHICH ARE IN DEFILADE FOR ARTILLERY. THUS THERE ARE
TIMES WHEN, BECAUSE OF WE AT HER, RANGE, OR LOCAT ION OF TARGETS,
NGF IS THE ONLY FIRE SUPPORT WHICH CAN BE EFFECTIVELY DELIVERED:
IN ADDITION, CERTAIN HARD T AR GET S ARE V UL NERABLE ONLY TO THE

19/21.PENETRATION CAPAB DL IT IES OF NGF.
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3. cr s) SUBORDINATE FIELD COO1I'JANDEHS' EVALUAT ION Or TrE 
(rFECI !VENESS OF' NGF'S CAN BESI BE INDICATED BY TI£ F'ACT THAT 
HE QU IREM ENT S S UBM ITT ED TOT H IS H QS CON SI ST ENTL Y EX <l: ED NGF'S 
AVA ll..ASLE • 
4. cr S) ANOTHER IMPffiTANT REASON fOR THE RETE NT ION OF NGF'S 
IS THE FACf T HAT THE REDEFLOYME NT OF' RL Y-9 WILL RESULT IN THE 
LOSS OF 3 BATTERIES OF 105 HOW, 1 BATTERY OF 155 HOw, AND 1 
BATTERY OF' 107 MORTARS. TrE REDUCTION OF' PRIILLERY SUPPORI IN 

- THE VITAL DftZ- AREA, DICf-ATE-S-T-HAI SUPPLEMEM'-ARY- FIRE SIIPPORT. 
WH ICH CAN l:E SHOUGtn' TO fEAR lMl't'JED lATELY IN THE EVENT THE 
ENEMY MOJES ACROSS THE DMZ BE READILY AVAILABLE. 
5 <IS) ESPECIALLY DLRING THE F'OLRTHCOMING PERIOD OF REDEPLOY­
MEr~T S WHEN T}£ INTENT ION OF THE ENEMY IS UNKNOWN, THE 
liVJPORTANCC: OF NGFS INffiEA~S. ITS INHERI!:NT FLEXIBILITY 
AND M OBll.. IT Y GIVE S US AN ADVA NT AGE WHICH WE CAN ILL AFFORD 
TO LOEE. 
6. cr S) IN V lEW OF THE ABOVE, I STRONGL Y URGE T HAT THE 
CURRENT LEVEL OF' NGFS NOT· OM.. Y BE RED UCED BUf T HAT IT BE 
ENHANCED BY I rE REI lRN OF T rE BATTLESHIP NEW ,JE:RSEY AT THE 
EARLIEST PRACTICAELE DATE. 
GP-l 
UNQUOTE: 

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR IHANS1't1ISSION 
ONLY - DELIVER D rn ING WORKING 
HOURS 

GP-J 
i 848 
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3. (T S) SUBORDINATE FIELD COMMANDERS' EVALUAT ION OF THE
EFFECT IVENESS OF NGFS CA N BE ST BE INDICATED BY THE FACT THAT
RE QUIREMENTS SUBMITTED TO THIS HQS CONSISTENTLY EX CE ED NGFS
AVAILABLE.
4. (T S) ANOTHER IMPORTANT REASON FOR THE RETENT ION OF NGFS
IS THE FACT THAT THE REDE PLOYMENT OF RL Y-9 WILL RESULT IN THE
LOSS OF 3 BATTERIES OF 105 HOW, 1 BATTERY OF 155 HOW, AND 1
BATTERY OF 107 MORT AR S. THE REDUCTION OF ARTILLERY SUPPORT IN
THE VITAL DMZ AREA, DICTATES THHT SUPPLEME NT AR Y FIRE SUPPORT
WHICH CAN BE BROUGHT TO BE AR IMMED IATELY IN THE EVENT THE
ENEMY MOVES ACROSS THE DMZ BE READILY AVAILABLE.
5 (TS) ESPECIALLY D UR ING THE FOURTHCOMING PER IOD OF RED EPLOY-
MENTS WHEN THE INTENTION OF THE ENEMY IS UNK NOWN, THE
IMPORTANCE OF NGFS IN CREASES. ITS INHERENT FLEXIBILITY
AND MOBILITY GIVES US AN ADVANTAGE WHICH WE CAN ILL FFORD
TO LOSE.
6. (T S) IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, I STRONGLY UR GE THAT THE
CURRENT LEVEL OF NGFS NOT ONLY BE RED UCED B UT THAT IT BE
ENHANCED BY THE RETURN OF THE BATTLESHIP NEW JERSEY AT THE
EARLIEST PRACTICABLE DATE.
GP-1
UNQUOTE:

SSO NOTE: PRE CEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION
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ONLY - DELIVER D UR ING WORKING
HOURS
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1'0 CG USARV 
E~M~~~~~_----------------

SEC REI EYES ONLY 
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO XXIV CORPS HQS 
A. COMUSI'l1ACV 32261, DTG 312J1105Z MAY69 

, 

1. GEN ABRAMS ATTENDED THE CEREMONY HONORING THE DEPARTURE 
OF RLT NINE FROM COUNTRY AT QUANG TRION 25 JULY. UPON 
COMPLETION Of THECER£MONY HE PROtEEDED TO CAMP RED DEVIL 
W HERE HE WAS BR IEI' ED BY T HE STAff. HE QUER lED THE 
PROPAGANDA CAPABILITY Of THE ENEMY AND STATED THAT IT WAS 
A FAILURE AND COULD NOT/WOULD NOT SUCCEED. COMUS WANTED 
INfORMATION ON SMALL UNIT OPERATIONS: SQUAD, PLATOON 
AND COMPANY, AND THEIR USE OF ARMOR. AT TrlE CONCLUSION 
OF THE BRIEFING HE WAS SHOWN A QUOTE LOB CLAYMORE UNQUOTE 
WHICH WAS FOUND NEAR KHE SANH. COMUS ASKED ABOUT THE 
OPERATIONAL READINESS R~TINGS OF TANKS, APC AND 548'S AND 
WAS TOLD THAT THE RATI~ WERE 95 PERCENT, 98 P~RCENT 
AND 15 PERCENT RESPECTI VELY. HE ALSO DISCUSSED RADAR AND 
SENSORS AND THEIR USE/EXPLOITATION BY THE 1ST OF' THE 5TH. 
FROM RED DEVIL HE WENT TO CAMP EAGLE WHERE HE HAD LUNCH 
A ND A SHORT G-2/G-3 BR IEF. FROiV] EAGLE, HE WENT 
TO FIRE SUPPORT BASE CURRAtiEE WITH AN OVERFLY OF 
ROUTE 541. AT CURRAtiEE tiE WAS BRIEFED BY COL SIEGRIST, CO 3D 
BDE AND COL MOA, CO 3D REGT, 1ST ARVN DIV. WHILE AT CURRAHEE 
GEN ABRAMS SPECIFICALLY ASKED WHETHER THE 101ST AIRBORNE 
DIVISION WAS RECEIVING ADEQUATE SUPPORT IN B-52 STRIKES. 
HE INDICATED T~AT ~E WAS SATISFIED WITH THE I~TELLIGENCE 
THAT HAD BEEN DEVELOPED AND EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT 
TO QUOTE DUMP BOMBS ON ENEMY LOCATIONS UNQUOTE. FROM HERE 
HE PROCEEDED TO 1ST ARVN DIV HQS WHERE HE RECEIVED A 
G-2/G-3 BRIEFING. HE THEN VISITED FSB BARBARA WHERE 

... 

HE WAS BRIEFED BY LTCOL DIEM, CO 1ST ARVN 
REGT. FROM BARBARA HE DEPARTED FOR PHU BAI THEN SAIGON. 6(;} 
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0 290950Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INFO CG USARV
ZEM
SECRET EYES ONLY
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO XXIV CORPS HQS
A. COMUSMACV 32267, DTG 3011052 MAY69
1. GEN ABRAMS ATTENDED THE CEREMONY HONORING THE DEPARTURE
OF RLI NINE FROM COUNTRY AT QUANG TRI ON 25 JULY. UPON
COMPLETION OF THE CEREMONY HE PROCEEDED TO CAMP RED DEVIL
WHERE HE WAS BRIEFED BY THE STAFF. HE QUERIED THE
PROPAGANDA CAPABILITY OF THE ENEMY AND STATED THAT IT WAS
A FAILURE AND COULD NOT/WOULD NOT SUCCEED. COMUS WANTED
INFORMATION ON SMALL UNIT OPERATIONS: SQUAD, PLATOON
AND COMPANY, AND THEIR USE OF ARMOR. AT THE CONCLUSION
OF THE BRIEFING HE WAS SHOWN A QUOTE L OB CLAYMORE UNQUOTE
WHICH WAS FOUND NEAR KHE SANH. COMUS ASKED AB OUT THE
OPERATIONAL READINESS RATINGS OF TANKS, APC AND 548'S AND
WAS TOLD THAT THE RATINS WERE 95 PERCENT, 98 PERCENT
AND 75 PERCENT RESPECT VELY. HE ALSO DISCUSSED RADAR AND
SENSORS AND THEIR /EXPLOITATION BY THE 1ST OF THE 5TH.
FROM RED DEVIL HE WENT TO CAMP EAGLE WHERE HE HAD LUNCH
AND A SHORT G-2/G-3 BRIEF. FROM EAGLE, HE WENT
TO FIRE SUPPORT BASE CURRAHEE WITH AN OVERFLY OF
ROUTE 547. AT CURRAHEE HE WAS BRIEFED BY COL SIEGRIST, CO 3D
BDE AND COL HOA, CO 3D REGT, 1ST ARVN DIV. WHILE AT CURRAHEE
GEN ABRAMS SPECIFICALLY ASKED WHETHER THE 101ST AIRBORNE
DIVISION WAS RECEIVING ADEQUATE SUPPORT IN B-52 STRIKES.
HE INDICATED THAT HE WAS SATISFIED WITH THE INTELLIGENCE
THAT HAD BEEN DEVELOPED AND EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT
TO QUOTE DUMP BOMBS ON ENEMY LOCATIONS UNQUOTE. FROM HERE
HE PROCEEDED TO 1ST ARVN DIV HQS WHERE HE RECEIVED A
G-2/G-3 BRIEFING. HE THEN VISITED FSB BARBARA WHERE
HE WAS BRIEFED BY LTCOL DIEM, CO 1ST ARVN

5111REGT. FROM BARBARA HE DEPARTED FOR PHU BAI THEN SAIGON.
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2. GENERAL COMMENTS: 
A. COMUSMACV EXPRESSED, Tl'iROUGHOUT HIS VISIT, AN 

INTEREST IN THE'VCI. HE WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 
CASES WHERE VCI WERE BEING REPORTED EITHER BY AGENTS OR 
BY CITIZENS WIT~IN HAMLETS AND VILLAGES. HE INDICATED THAT 
EVERY, EffORT MUST BE r1ADE TO DENY THE OPPORTUNITY Of 
NVA POLITICAL ORGANIZERS OR VC TO CONTACT LOCAL CIVILIAN~ 
WITH POLITICAL PROPAGANDA. 

B. COMUSMACV MADE REf ERE NeE TO THE ROAD LEAD 1 NG fR OM 
QUANG TRI TO GIA DANG RESETTLEMENT PROJECT AND EXPRESSED 
HIS SUPPORT rOR ON-GOING EfrORTS TO IMPROVE THE ROAD 
SYSTEM THROUGHOUT THE CORPS AREA AS A ST IMULUS fOR THE 
ECONOMY. 

C. GENERAL ABRAMS ALSO PLACED EMPHASIS ON THE REQUIRE­
MENT FOR EVALUATION BY COMMANDERS OF THE SENSOR PROGRAM, 
INDICATING THAT CONSIDERABLE MONEY HAD BEEN DEVOTED TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT Of THIS SYSTEM. HE DIRECTED THAT A DILIGENT 
EfFORT BE MAD TO DETERMINE WHETHER IT IS PRODUCING 
RESULTS FOR UNITS IN THE FIELD. 

D. COMUSMACV DISCUSSED THE NEED 
TO BRING RVNAF INTO HiE ARC LIGHT PICTURE. HE l'1ADE REFERENCE 
TO BEN HET, INDICATING THAT AN ARVN CAPABILITY TO REQUEST 
ARC l..,IGHTS DURING T.,E SIEGE Of THAT INSTALLATION WOULD HAVE 
MADE THE PROBLEM EASIER TO RESOLVE. HE STATED THAT HE 
I NTENDED TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES WHtREBY RVNAf WOULD RECEIVE 
B-52 SUPPORT IN THE FUTURE. 
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2. GENERAL COMMENTS:
A. COMUSMACV EXPRESSED, THROUGHOUT HIS VISIT, AN

INTEREST IN THE VCI. HE WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN
CASES WHERE VCI WERE BEING REPORTED EITHER BY AGENTS OR
BY CITIZENS WITHIN HAMLETS AND VILLAGES. HE INDICATED THAT
EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE TO DENY THE OPPORTUNITY OF
NVA POLITICAL ORGANIZERS OR VC TO CONTACT LOCAL CIVILIANS
WITH POLITICAL PROPAGANDA.

B. COMUSMACV MADE REFERENCE TO THE ROAD LEADING FROM
QUANG TRI TO GIA DANG RESETTLEMENT PROJECT AND EXPRESSED
HIS SUPPORT FOR ON-GOING EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE ROAD
SYSTEM THROUGHOUT THE CORPS AREA AS A STIMULUS FOR THE
ECONOMY.

C. GENERAL ABRAMS ALSO PLACED EMPHASIS ON THE REQUIRE-
MENT FOR EVALUATION BY COMMANDERS OF THE SENSOR PROGRAM,
INDICATING THAT CONSIDERABLE MONEY HAD BEEN DEVOTED TO THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THIS SYSTEM. HE DIRECTED THAT A DILIGENT
EFFORT BE MAD TO DETERMINE WHETHER IT IS PRODUCING
RESULTS FOR UNITS IN THE FIELD.

D. COMUSMACV DISCUSSED THE NEED
TO BRING RVNAF INTO THE ARC LIGHT PICTURE. HE MADE REFERENCE
TO BEN HET, INDICATING THAT AN ARVN CAPABILITY TO REQUEST
ARC LIGHTS DURING THE SIEGE OF THAT INSTALLATION WOULD HAVE
MADE THE PROBLEM EASIER TO RESOLVE. HE STATED THAT HE
INTENDED TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES WHEREBY RVNAF WOULD RECEIVE

5(21B-52 SUPPORT IN THE FUTURE.
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E. DURING TrlE FLIGrlT TO THE HUE CITADEL, GENERAL ABRAMS 
DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR US FORCES TO RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR 
PRIMARY ROLE IS TrlE PROTECTION OF THE POPUL"ACE AND THAT 
ALL OF OUR ACT I ONS, WHEREVER THEY T AI<E PLACE, ARE 
DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISrl THIS MISSION. HE STATED THAT HE 
WANTS MILITARY COMMANDERS TO DESCRIBE THEIR ACTIVITIES 
QONG THIS GENERAL LINE, WITH EACH ACTIVITY BEING RELATED 
TO THE REQUIREMENT TO PACIFIY ToE COUNTRY SIDE. 

F. IN DISCUSSIONS NEAR THE END OF THE VISIT, COMUSMACV 
EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A COMBINED EFFORT, TO INCLUDE 
TrlE EFFECTIVE USE OF RF, PF, POLICE, AND ARVN -- ALL WORKING 
TOGETHER TOWARD A COMMON GOAL. RESPONDING TO GENERAL 
LAM'S STATEMENT THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO HAVE ALL AT THE 
SAME TIME, GENERAL ABRAMS INDICATED THAT THIS SHOULD BE A 
GOAL FOR WHICH WE AIM. 
3. GEN ZAIS, BEING PRESENT DURING THE VISIT, HAS 
INITIATED ACTION TO ASSURE THAT EACH OF THE AFORE­
MENTIONED EXPRESSIONS OF POLICY ARE BEING ADDRESSED 
AT BOT H COMMAi'JD AND sr AFF LEVEL. I W ILL PASS r HIS 
MESSAGE TO MY OTHER MAJOR COMMANDERS FOR SIMILAR 
I NPLEMENT AI ION. 
GP-4 

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION 

7 11 
ONL Y. DEL I VER DUR I NG WOR KI NG HOUR S. ~ (3) 
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E. DURING THE FLIGHT TO THE HUE CITADEL, GENERAL ABRAMS
DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR US FORCES TO RECOGNIZE THAT THEIR
PRIMARY ROLE IS THE PROTECTION OF THE POPULACE AND THAT
ALL OF OUR ACTIONS, WHEREVER THEY TAKE PLACE, ARE
DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH THIS MISSION. HE STATED THAT HE
WANTS MILITARY COMMANDERS TO DESCRIBE THEIR ACTIVITIES
BONG THIS GENERAL LINE, WITH EACH ACTIVITY BEING RELATED
TO THE REQUIREMENT TO PACIFIY THE COUNTRY SIDE.

F. IN DISCUSSIONS NEAR THE END OF THE VISIT, COMUSMACV
EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A COMBINED EFFORT, TO INCLUDE
THE EFFECTIVE USE OF RF, PF, POLICE, AND AR VN -- ALL WORKING
TOGETHER TOWARD A COMMON GOAL. RESPONDING TO GENERAL
LAM'S STATEMENT THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO HAVE ALL AT THE
SAME TIME, GENERAL ABRAMS INDICATED THAT THIS SHOULD BE A

GOAL FOR WHICH WE AIM.
3. GEN ZAIS, BEING PRESENT DURING THE VISIT, HAS
INITIATED ACTION TO ASSURE THAT EACH OF THE AFORE-
MENTIONED EXPRESSIONS OF POLICY ARE BEING ADDRESSED
AT BOTH COMMAND AND STAFF LEVEL. I WILL PASS THIS
MESSAGE TO MY OTHER MAJOR COMMANDERS FOR SIMILAR
INPLEMENTATION.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION
ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING HOUR S.

5/3/711
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T 0 CG F raST {'l(AR D IV 
ZEN/DEP CORDS IefZ 
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INFO CG XXIV CORPS 
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SEC RET/EYES ONLY/FOR frlGI!:N SIMPSON, illR.F'lRFER, 
MGE N T HRA SH, trlGEN R AMS[ Y AND COL HE Ny} BNZ, I NrO LT GE N ZAlS 
FRO'll LTGEN NICKERSON 
1. T I-E FCl.LOWING i'rlSG IS QUOTi!:D rOi{ YOUR IN FOR1YjAT ION. 
YOUR ATTENTION IS INVITED TO PAR 3 FDa APPROPRIATE ACflON. 
o 290950Z 
Fr1 CG I II filA I' 
TO C Q'II US('1A CV 
INFO CG USARV 

ZEM 
SEC RET EYE S ONL Y 
V l:JIT OF COMUSl'JACV TO XXIV CORPS HQS 
A. COitJU!:It1ACV 32267, DTG 3 011135Z l'tlAY69 
1. GEN ABRAMS ATTE['l)ED TtECE.1E[10NY HONURING TH£ DEPARTURE 
OF RLT NINE FRat] COUNTRY AT QUANG IRION 25 JULY. UPON 
C01VlPLET ION OF'THE CEREMONY Hr:: ffiOCEEDED TO CAMP RED DEVIL 
tHE Rt: HE WA S l:R IE FED BY T J£ STA FF'. I£ QUER lED T j£ 
PROPAGANi)A CAPABILITY OF IrE Er£MY AID STATED THAT II WAS 
A FAILURE AI~D COULD NOT !WOULD NOT SUCCEED. COii\US WANTED 
lNFORtl1AT ION ON SlilALL UNIT OPERAT IONS: SQUAD, PLATOON 
AND COi't1PANY, AND THEIR USE OF ARit]OR. AT THE CONCLU:.:;lON 
OF' T}E BRIEFING HE WAS SHOWN A QUOTE LOB CLAYMORE UNQUOTE 
WHICH WAS .FOUND NEAR KHE SA NH. COl'1U S ASKED ABOUT THE 
OPERATIONAL READlNa:SS RAT INGS OF' TANK;;), APC AID 548';) AID 
WA S TOLD T f1:\ T T HE RAT I NS 'illER E 95 PER Ct!: Nt, 98 PER CE NT 
AND 75 PERCENr RESF£Cf IVELY. Hi ALSO DISCUSSED HADt:R AID 
tENSOR SAND T.J-IEIR USE/EXA..OITAT ION BY THE 1ST OF' T HE 5TH. 
I'RO(1'i RED DEV lL 1£ WENT TO CA.rvJ P EAGLE WHERE l£ HAD LUNCH 
AND A SHORT G-2/G-3 BR IEI'. I'ROI¥! ~AGLE, HE WEN!' 
TO FIRE SUPPORT BASE CLRRAJ-EE WITH AN OVEHFLY OF 
ROuri 547. AT CURRAHEE HE WAS BRIEFED BY COL SIEGRIST, CO 3D 
IDE AND COL HOA, CO 3D REGT, 1 Sf ARV N D IV. WHILE AT CURR '-1HEE 
GEN ABRAMS SPECIFICALL Y ASKED WHET fER THE 11211ST AIRBOR NE 
DIVISION WAS RECEIVING ADEQUATE SUPPORT IN B-52 SfRlh'ES. 
l£ IND lCAT I!:O THAT f£ WAS SAT ISFIED WITH T HE I NTELL IGE NCE 
T HAT HAD BEE N DEVELOffiD AND E~1PHAS lZ ED T HE R EQUIREME Nf 
TO QUOTE DUrlP BOMaS ON ENEMY LOCAT IONS UNQUOTE. FROM HERE 
HE PR OCEE DED TO 1 sr ARV N D IV HQS VI HER E HE: ;-{ ECEIVED A 

~Q-2/Q ... 3 SRIEI'ING. HE THEN VISITED FSB BARBARA Wtt!:RE 
. SY LoT COL DIEM, CO 1 Sf AnY N 
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0 291155Z ZYY
FM CG III MAF
TO CG F IRST MARDIV
ZEN/DEP CORDS ICIZ
CG FIRST MAW
CG AMERICAL D IV

ZE N/DSA I CORPS
INFO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
S E C E T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN SIMPSON, MR. FIRFER,
MGEN THRA SH, MGEN RAMSEY AND COL RE NWANZ, INFO LIGEN ZAIS
FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
YOUR ATTENTION IS INVITED TO PAR 3 FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION.
0 290950Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COM USMA CV
INFO CG USARV
ZEM
SECRETEES ONLY

VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO XXIV CORPS HQS
A. COMUSMACV 32267, DIG 301 105Z MAY69
1. GEN A BRAM S ATTENDED THE CEREMONY HO NORI NG THE DEPARTURE
OF RLT NINE FR OM COUNTRY AT QUANG TRI ON 25 JULY. UPON
COMPLETION OF THE CEREMONY HE PROCEEDED TO CAMP RED DEVIL
WHERE HE WAS LR I F I E FED BY THE STAFF. HE QUERIED THE
PROPAGANDA CAPABIL IT Y OF THE E NEMY AND STATED THAT IT WAS
A FAILURE AND COULD NOT/WOULD NOT SUCCEED. COMUS WANTED
INFORMAT ION ON SMALL UNIT OPERAT IONS: SQUAD, PLATOON
AND COMPANY, AND THE IR USE OF ARMOR. AT THE CONCLUSION
OF THE BRIEFING HE WAS SHOWN A QUOTE LOB CLAYMORE UNQUOTE
WHICH WAS FOUND NEAR KHE SANH. COMUS ASKED ABOUT THE
OPERATIONAL READINES RAT INGS OF TANKS, APC AND 548'S AND
WAS TOLD THAT THE RATINS WERE 95 PER CE NT , 98 PER CE NT
AND 75 PER CE NT RESPECI IVEL HE AL SO DISCUSSED R AD AR AND
SENSOR S AND THEIR USE/EXPLOITATION BY THE 1ST OF THE 5TH.
FROM RED DEVIL HE WENT TO CAMP EAGLE WHERE HE HAD LUNCH
AND A SHORT G-2/G-3 BR IE F. FROM EAGLE, HE WE NT
TO FIRE SUPPORT BA SE CURRAHEE WITH AN OVER FL Y OF
ROUTE 547. AT CURRAHEE HE WAS BR IE FED BY COL SIEGRIST, CO 3D
BDE AND COL HOA, CO 3D REGT, 1ST ARVN DIV. WHILE AT CURRAHEE
GEN ABRAMS SPECIFICALLY ASKED WHETHER THE 101ST AIRBOR NE
DIVISION WAS RECEIVING ADE QUATE SUPPORT IN B-52 STRIKES.
HE INDICATED THAT HE WAS SAT ISFIED WITH THE INTELL IGENCE
THAT HAD BEEN DEVELOPED AND EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT
TO QUOTE DUMP BOMBS ON ENEMY LOCAT IONS UNQUOTE. FR OM HERE
HE PROCEEDED TO 1ST ARV N DIV HQS WHERE HE RECEIVED A
G-2/G-3 BRIEFING. HE THEN VISITED FSB BAR BARA WHERE

BRIEFED BY LI COL DIEM, CO 1ST ARV N
DEPARTED FOR PHU BAI THEN SALCO N.
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2. GENERAL C O'Il'4E-Nf S: 

A. COMUS'lACV EXPRES~D, T )f{OUGHOUT HIS VISIT, AN 
INI'EREsr IN TI-E VCI. HE W.!\S PARTICULARLY INTERESI'ED IN 
CASES W!tRE VCI WERE BEING REPO;iTED EITHEH BY AGENTS OR 
BY crr IZEN.3 WITHIN HAI"ILETS AND V ILLAGl:!:S. HE INDICATED THAT 
EVERY EFFORT 11U::;T BE l"iADE TO DENY THE OPPORT UNIT Y OF 
MIA POLITICAL CRGANIZERS OR VC TO CQNIA.CI LOCAl CIVIl TANS 
" 11 Ii j OLI 11 1 CAL fri Of HoANDA .. 

B. C Of! USMA GV i'1J AD E RE FE RE NeE TOT HE Ii OAD LE AD I NG FR 01'1 
QUANG TRI TO GIA DANG RESETTLEl1}i!:NT PROJECT AN) EXPREssm 
HIS SUPPORT F'OR ON-GOING iF'FORTS TO IMPROVE THE ROAD 
SysrEl~ THROUGHOUT THE CORPS Al~EA AS A ST ItYlULUS FOR THE 
ECON01 Y. 

C. CErJERAL ABRM1S ALSO FLACED EMPHASIS ON THE REQUIRE­
l'1ENT FOR EVALUATION BY COMMANDERS OF THE S!:NSOR PROGRAl'1, 
INDICAT ING THAT CONSIDERABLE i¥lONEY HAD Br..EN DEVOTED TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THIS SYSTEM. HI!: DIREcrED T HAT A DILIGENT 
EFFORT BE f-.'JADE TO DETERMINE WH£TrER IT IS ffiODUCING 
RE S LL T.:3 FOR UNIT SIN T HE FIEL D • 

D. COMU!:iVJACV DISCUSSED THE NEED 
TO BRING.RVNAF INTO THE ARC LIGHT PICTURE. HE MADE REFERENCE 
TO SEN HET, INDICATING THAT AN ARVN CAPABILITY TO REQUEST 
ARC L IGHI' S DURING T HE SIEGE OF THAT I NSTALL fiT ION WOULD HAVE 
MADE T 1£ PRoaEt1 EASIER TO RESOLVE. H2 STATED THAT HE 
INf ENDED TO DEV EL OP PRO CEO UnE S W HER EB Y JiV NA F WO LLD HE CE IV E 
B-52 SUPPORT IN T 1£ Fur fiE. 

E. DURING TtE FLIGHT TO TI£ HUE CITADEL, GENERAL ABaAi'llS 
DISC USS!:D T HE NEED FOR us FOR CI!;S TORE COGN Il E THAT THE Irt 
FRliYJARY ROLE IS THE ffiOTECTION OF THE POPULACE AID TH~T 
ALL OF OUR ACT I ONS,W 1£REVER THEY. T AKE PLACE, ARE 
DESIGNED TO ACCOI~PLISH THIS rlISSION. HE STATED THAT HE 
\vANf ~ ftJILITARY C(ItlNA[Il)ERS TO D£SCrtIBE THEIR ACTIVITIES 
ALONG THIS GENErlAL LINE, WITH EACH ACT IVITY BEING REU,TED 
TO THE RE: QUIREMENT TO PACIFIY THE COUNfi\Y SIDE. 

F'. IN DISCUSS 10 NS NEAR T HE END OF T HE V IS IT, CO;~1U.3(11 ACV 
E,il PHA SIZE D THE RE QU lR£Il'lENT FOR A CO:vlB INED EFFORT, TO IN a... UJ E 
T}£ £ FFECT IVE U£ OF R F, PF, POLl CE, AND ARVN - - ALL WOR KING 
T OGE! tE R T awARD A COMi10 N GOAL. liE SPOND 1 riG T a GE ['ErlAL 
LA~l'S STATEME[VI THAT IT ISDIFflICli..T TO HAVE ALL AT THE 
SI\:Y1E I n'1E, GENERAL ABRM1S INDICATED THAT THIS SHOULD BE H 

GOAL FOR W HIe H WE A llYJ • 
3. GEN ZAIS, i:£ING PRESENT DURING TtE VISIT, HfiS 
llBT rATED ACT ION TO ASSLRE THAT ZACH OF THE AFORE­

MENT lONED EXPRE 5S 10 NS 0 F POL I CY ARE BE I NG ADD IiE ssm 
AT Bar H COMfti AND AND Sf AFF LEVEL. I \II ILL PA 5S T rUS 
(t}E3SUE TO MY OTHERMAJCR COMiYJANDERS FOR SIMILAR 
INPLEME NI' AT ION. 
GP-4 

SSO NOTE:: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANEl'11SSION 
ON.. Y. DEL rVER D lR ING WORKIIG HO,,!"S,~~" t '------______ .-------~F~ -,,"_.,', -" .. 
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2. GENERAL COMMENT S:

A. COMUSMACV EXPRESSED, HROUGHOUT HIS VISIT, AN
INTEREST IN THE VCI. HE WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN
CASES WHERE V CI WERE BEING RE PORT ED E IT HER BY AGE MT 3 OR
BY C II IZENS WITHIN HAMLETS AND VILLAGES. HE INDICATED THAT
EVERY EFFORT MUST BE MADE TO DENY THE OP PORT UNIT Y OF
NV A POLITICAL OR GANIZERS OR VC TO CONTACT LOCAL CIVII IANS

TROPAGANDA.
B. COMUSMACV MADE REFERE NCE TO THE ROAD LEAD ING FROM

QUANG TRI TO GIA DANG RE SETTLEMENT PROJECT AND EXPRE SSED
HIS SUPPORT FOR ON-GOING EFFORTS TO IM PR OVE THE ROAD
SYSTEM THROUGHOUT THE CORPS AREA AS A ST IMULUS FOR THE
ECONOMY.

C. GE NE RAL ABRAMS ALSO PLACED EMPHASIS ON THE REQUIRE
MENT FOR EVALUATION BY COMMANDERS OF THE SENSOR PROGRAM,
IND ICAT ING THAT CONSIDERABLE MONEY HAD BEEN DEVOTED TO THE
DEVEL OPME NT OF THIS SYSTEM. HE DIRECTED THHT A DILIGENT
EFFORT BE MADE TO DETERMINE WHETHER IT IS OD UCING
RESULTS FOR UNITS IN THE FIELD.

D. COMUSMACV DISCUSSED THE NEED
TO BRING RVNAF INT 0 THE AR LIGHT PICTURE. HE MADE REFERENCE
TO BEN HET, INDICATING THAT AN ARV N CA PABILITY TO RE QUEST
ARC L IGHT S DURING THE SIEGE OF THAT INSTALLAT ION WOULD HAVE
MADE THE PROBLEM EASIER TO RESOLVE. HE STATED THAT HE
INTENDED TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES WHEREBY RV NA F WOULD RECEIVE
B-52 SUPPORT IN THE FUT IRE.

E. DURING THE FLIGHT TO THE HUE CITADEL, GE NERAL ABRAMS
DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR US FORCES TO RE COGNIZE THAT THE IR
PRIMARY ROLE IS THE PROTECTION OF THE POPULACE AND THAT
ALL OF OUR ACTIONS, WHEREVER THEY TAKE PLACE, ARE
DE SIGNED T 0 ACCOMPLISH THIS MISSION. HE STATED HAT HE
WA NT S MILITARY COMMANDERS TO DESCRIBE THEIR ACTIVITIES
AL.ONG THIS GENERAL LINE, WITH EACH ACT IV IT Y BEING RELATED
TO THE RE QUIREMENT TO PACIFIY THE COUNTRY SIDE.

F. IN DISCUSSIONS NEAR THE END OF THE VISIT, COMUSMACV
EMPHASIZED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A COMBINED EFFORT, TO INCLIDE
THE EFFECT IVE USE OF RF, PF, POLICE, AND ARVN - ALL WORKING
T OGETHER TOWARD A COMMON GOAL. RESPONDING TO GENERAL
LAM'S STATEMENT THAT IT IS DIFFICULT TO HAVE ALL AT THE
SAME T IME, GENERAL ABRAMS INDICATED THAT THIS SHOULD BE H
GOAL FOR WHICH WE AIM.
3. GEN ZAIS, BEING PRESENT DURING THE VISIT, HA S

INITIATED A CT ION TO ASSURE THAT EACH OF THE A FORE-

MENTIONED EXPRE SSIONS OF POLICY ARE BEING ADDRE
AT BOTH COMMAND AND ST AFF LEVEL. I WILL PASS THIS
MESSAGE TO MY OTHER MAJOR COMMANDERS FOR SIMILAR
INPLEMENTAT ION.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: PRE CEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION

HallONL Y. DELIVER D UR I N G WORKING HOURS
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FOR M GEN- T O\aJNSEND FRa1 LTGEN NICKERSON 
Ncr IF 1 C In 1 ON CF VIP V I SITS I 0 I CT Z 
A. CG III NAF 150522Z MAY69 
1. IN REF A I DISCUSSED PROBLEMS WHICH crnCERNED 
lACK CF NOTIFICATION OF VISITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
PERSa-JAGES TO 1 CORPS. THE MESSAGE SPECIFICALLY 
~FERRED TO VISITS SCHEDULED BY AMB COLBY·S OFFICE. 
2. AT 1700H 00 29" JULY MR. MCNAMARA (FSO-4), AMERICAN 

eOOSUL, DANANG, VISITED MY AIDE AND INFORMED HItYl THAT 
f4R. AND MRS. NEIL STAEBLER WOULD BE ARRIVING IN I CORPS 
@J THE EVENING OF 31 JULY. MR. MCNAMARA SUGGESTED THAT 
I HOST A DWNER FOR THEM ON THAT EVENING AND THAT THE 
SfAEBLERS C,~LL rn GEN LAil-1 THE FOLLOWING MORNING. THE 
PARTY WOULD BE IN I CORPS THROUGH SATURDAY AFTERNOON' 
A'J D MR. MCNAMA RA HA D PREPA RED A SUGGESTED IT INE RA RY 
\\HICH INCLUDED VI:;ITS TO VARIOUS POLITICAL PERSONAGES 
tfJ D INCLUDED GEN ERAL LM1. 
~1R. MCNA~1A RA REeE IVE D HIS INF ORMAT I ON FRCM MR. THORN 
FRQ1 THE Af.jERICAN EMEASSY IN SAIGO'J. APPARENTLY, THE 
STAEBLERS ARE UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE EMBASSY. 
3. I KNOW VERY LITTLE ABOUT MR. STAEBLER, EXCEPT THAT 

HE IS A MEMBER CF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CcMMITTEE, 
WAS A FORVIER THREE-TERM CONGRESSMAN FRCM IfJICHIGAN, WAS 
tfl UNSUCCES~UL CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR AND IS A MEMBER 
(f THE LIBERAL WIN G C'F THE DEM OCRAT IC PARTY. WHAT 
FUNCTIONS HE IS N OW PERFORMING OR WHAT THE PURPOSE OF 
HIS VISIT IS, IS NOT KNOWN TO ME, NOR DO I KNOW IF 
C(l't1US EAS ANY PARTICULAR DESIRES ONE WAY OR THE OTHER 
~GARDIN G THE STAEBLERS. MR. MCNAt4ARA STATES THAT 
THEIR PRINCIPAL INTEREST IS POLITICAL MOBILIZATION • 
. 4. I AM MOST DESIROUS OF PERFORMING THE APPROPRIATE 
MENIT IES TO THE APPROPRIATE F£Ofl..E AND I CAN UNDERSTAND 
WiERE C I Re 1.J~1 5T AN CES \tJ OLIl D D ICTAT E AN oeCA S I ONA L SH ORT 
NOTICE. HOWEVER, I DO NOT HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING 
If WHAT IS PROPER IN THE CASE OF MR. STAEBLER. 
5. IN REF A I STATED THAT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL To US 

IF THESE VISITS WERE SCHEDULED BY YOUR PROTOCOL OFFICE 
THE SAME \lIAS AS IS DeNE WITH ALL OTHER I~lPORTANT 
VISIT 011S: I WOliLD HAVE AN UNDERST~NDING OF THE DESIRES 
(f' CCMUS AND ~JOliLD BE IN A POSITION Cf INSURING THAT 
THEY WERE CARRIED OUT. INFORl'IJATlOO CONCERNING SECURITY 
CLEARANCES, PEflvllSSION TO TRAVEL BY GOOT AIR, ETC., 
WOULD BE PROJIDED AS A MATTER OF ROUTINE. IF YOU CAN 
GIVE ME ANY INFOFit1ATION CONCERNING MR. STAEBLER, I WOULD 
APPRECIATE IT. AND IF YOU CAN TAKE STEPS TO GET THIS 

. IN THE PROPER CHANNELS IN- THE FUTURE, I WOULD APPRECIATE 
i .t.lAl ALSO. 

'I.grhch~""''''·)~'''''':''"'.'".'''''''""'"''_.'-''("'''"i;''''L .. '._", .. _________ ~-_"""_ ___ ............... ,.;;;;;..o~ -')~;i-r""" '-., _F ...... r,t!f_." 1., , t·' q ,-":,-,,,'y: :~) .. :;.'" "~:,.z.~'~:~.~~ 
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P 30106152
FM CG III MAF
TO C OMUSMACV
ZEM

D E I A L
FCRMGEN-TOWNSENDFROM LTGEN NICKERSON
NCT IF ICATION OF VIP VISITS TO ICTZ
A. CG III MAF 150522Z MAY69
1. IN REF A I DISCUSSED PROBLEMS WHICH CONCERNED
LACK OF N OT IF ICATION OF VISITS OF DISTINGUISHED
PERSONAGES I C I C ORPS. THE MESSAGE SPECIFICALLY
REFERRED TO VISITS SCHEDULED BY AMB COLBY'S OFFICE.
2. AT 1700H ON 29 JULY MR. MCNAMARA (FS0-4), AMERICAN

CONSUL, DANANG, VISITED MY AIDE AND INFORMED HIM THAT
MR. AND MRS. NEIL STAEBLER WOULD BE ARRIVING IN I CORPS
ON THE EVENING OF 31 JULY. MR. MCNAMARA SUGGESTED THAT
I HOST A DINNER FOR THEM ON THAT EVENING AND THAT THE
STAEBLERS CALL ON GEN LAM THE FOLLOWING MORNING. THE
PART Y WOULD BE IN I C ORPS THROUGH SATURDAY AFTERNOON
AND MR. MCNAMARA HAD PREPARED A SUGGESTED ITINERARY
WHICH INCLUDED VISITS TO VARIOUS POLITICAL PERSONAGES
AND INCLUDED GENERAL LAM.
MR. MCNAMARA RECEIVED HIS INFORMATION FROM MR. THORN
FR OM THE AMERICAN EM BASSY IN SAIGON. APPARENTLY, THE
STAEBLERS ARE UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE EMBASSY.
3. I KN OW VERY LITTLE ABOUT MR. STAEBLER, EXCEPT THAT
HE IS A MEMBER OF THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE,
WAS A FORMER THREE-TERM C ONGRESSMAN FROM MICHIGAN, WAS
AN UNSUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR AND IS A MEMBER
OF THE LIBERAL WING OF THE DEM CCRATIC PARTY. WHAT
FUNCTIONS HE IS NOW PERFORMING OR WHAT THE PURPOSE OF
HIS VISIT IS, IS NOT KN OWN TO ME, NOR DO I KNOW IF
COMUS HAS ANY PARTICULAR DESIRES ONE WA Y OR THE OTHER
REGARDING THE STAEBLERS. MR. MCNAMARA STATES THAT
THEIR PRINCIPAL INTEREST IS POLITICAL MOBIL IZATION.
4. I AM M OST DESIROUS OF PERFORMING THE APPROPRIATE
AMENIT IES TO THE APPROPRIATE PEOPLE AND I CAN UNDERSTAND
WHERE CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD DICTATE AN OCCASIONAL SHORT
NOTICE. HOWEVER, I DO NOT HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING
IF WHAT IS PROPER IN THE CASE OF MR. STAEBLER.
5. IN REF A I STATED THAT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO US
IF THESE VISITS WERE SCHEDULED BY YOUR PR OT 0C OL OFFICE
THE SAME WAS AS IS DONE WITH ALL OTHER IMPORTANT
VISIT ORS: I WOULD HAVE AN UNDERST AND IN G OF THE DESIRES
OF COMUS AND WOULD BE IN A POSITION OF INSURING THAT
THEY WERE CARRIED OUT. INFORMATION CONCERNING SECURITY

CLEARANCES, PERMISSION TO TRAVEL BY GOVT AIR, ETC.,
WOULD BE PROVIDED AS A MATTER OF ROUTINE. IF YOU CAN
GIVE ME ANY INF ORMATION CONCERNING MR. STAEBLER, I WOULD
APPRECIATE IT. AND IF YOU CAN TAKE STEPS TO GET THIS
IN THE PROPER CHANNELS IN THE FUTURE, I WOULD APPRECIATE
THAT ALSO.
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'J'iIl C G II I i'IJA F 
TO eG F' IR $I' i1J\RD IV 
ZI£,;1 
CONFIDiNT I 
;~ IC KE RSON 

HIl,' Rr~:' :--~lr " 
A L/2Y£S utllL Y FuR i'1(jE~~ ;:) MPQOl~ F'IWM LT GE N ib~ 14/Ti$; 

SUSJ: aaIE/ll~G AT 7TH ,'lARINi:S ON 29 JULY 1969 
1. lEELEIVl£ IT I~NECESSARYTHAT I C(Xl};1ENf UPON 
Tl-E CONTENT AND TENOO OF THE BRIEFING WHICH viAS 
GIVEN TO CG Fl1F'PAC ON THI:!: OCCH;:H(H~ OF' HL3.Vl;3IT 
TO THE 7fH 1'1ARINES ON 29 JULY. I dELIEVE THAT THi: 
BRIiFI,~G PRE:£l~TED HlFORlt,ATION TO CG Fli'JFPAC THJ-iT 
SHOULD NOT HAVE iliEN Pri;£.:EI'ffED ·,IJITHOur ,·IY Pr1IO~ 
KNOi,oJLEDG:: AIm CON!i£;-rr. GRIT IClSI'i uP CO:'h1AND POLICIES 
JF Tl£ FIn3T l1ARIt~ DIVISION AIm III iilAF wAS I[~fLICIT 
IN Tl-E COI~DUCf LJF'Trli t::.'iIEHNG. THi!: ERI2FING COr\-
TAI,~i!:D IIH'ORfiJAT ION AND P:10POSAL;J ~!}HICH .!jO;ii APP;1OPRIAH.LY 
SHOULD Nor HAVi!: i::EE:N A Itt ED AT THAT T MI:!. OR PLtiCE. 
2. T:~E DI;iCU.3.:1ION O~· THt:: PHOdLE!'I,s uF COOiHiINATION OF 
TrE RF/PF AND THEIa PLACE .IN THE OPl!:RATIONAL :jPcCTRU1 
CONCEilNED r·1ATH:a S :;JHICH i-lORE APPROPR IATEL Y ,sHOULD bE 
TAKt!:N CAR£ OF oY LOCAL ACTION RATHJ!:R THAN DISCUSSION "'J1TH 
:!IGl-ER J-EADQUi-lRTi;(S. 
3. I ';JA;:j NOT PLf:A lliD lv IT H T I-E CONu uer G F' I HE Qft IE FL~8 
NOR tvAS I PLt:Adi:J THAI Tit. CU,7fH .'lAHHl£,S PEidI;:jTED IN 
PHt.;.:JE[HING .. JNfOR~"1AII0N f;/ltlv DI;;)C~C:TIOl~ DICTAT!!:!) . 
OTHERWI.:E. IT WA3 ktjADE QUITE a.,EAii ON ,·10Rt.; THhN 0.1t: 
JC CA ..)1 ON THAT I D 10 ;vOT AGREi AND \:J':I;3 NOT IN FULL 
;:;UPPO.:rr OF THt: PROGRf\.'l. I \iJOULD ADVISE YOil TO TAKE 
APPROPliIATi ;3TiPSTO INSURE THAT SUCH ACfIVITIES 
DO NOT I~ OCCUR. 
GP-4 
242l 
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P 3 02 65 ; X
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEM
C NFIDENTIAL/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN SIMPSON FROM LT GE N

NICKERSON
SUBJ: BRIEFING AT 7T MARINES ON 29 JULY 1969

30
JULP.M

1. I BELEIVE IT IS NE CE SSAR Y THAT I COMMENT UPON
THE CONTENT AND TENOR OF THE BRIEFING WHICH WAS
GIVEN TO CG FM FPAC ON THE OCCASION OF HIS.VISIT
TO THE 7TH MARINES ON 29 JULY. I BELIEVE THAT THE
BRRIEFING PRESENTED INFORMATION TO CG FMFPAC THAT
SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN PRESENTED WIT HOUI MY PRIOR
KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT. R ITICISM OF COMMAND POLICIES
OF THE FIRST MARINE IVISION AND III MAF WAS IMPLICIT
IN THE CONDUCT OF THE BRIEFING. THE BRIEFING CON-
TAINED IN FORMAT ION AND PROPOSAL S WHICH MORE APPROPRIATELY
SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN AIRED AT THAT TIME OR PLACE.
2. THE DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEMS OF COORDINATION OF
THE RF/ PF AND THEIIR PLACE IN THE OPERAT IONAL SPECTRUM
CONCERNED MATTERS WHICH MORE APPROPR IATELY SHOULD BE
TAKEN CARE OF BY LOCAL ACT ION RATHER THAN DISCUSSION WITH
HIGHER HEAD QUARTERS.
3. I WAS NOT PLEASED WITH THE CONDUCT OF THE BRIEFING
NOR WAS I PLEASED THAT THE CO, 7I H MARINES PERSISTED IN
PRESENT ING INFORMATION WHEN DISCRETION DICTATED
OTHERWISE. IT WAS MADE QUITE CLEAR ON MORE THAN ONE
OC CASION THAT I DID NOT AGREE AND WAS NOT IN FULL
SUPPORT OF THE PR OGRAM. I WOULD ADV ISE YOU TO TAKE
APPROPRIATE STEPS TO INSURE THAT SUCH A CT IV IT IES
DO NOT RE OC CUR.
GP-4
242

HAS BEEN SENT
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