
 DECLASSIFIED 

14./ CG III MAF 040608Z·AUG69 (C) EYES ONLY 
FOR BOWERS, INFO ZAIS AND WRIGHT FROM 
MULLER FOR DSA I CORPS 

15.lI' CG III MAF 050145Z AUG69 (U) 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
HERES A LETTER I RECD FROM KEN WELLS -- HES COMING TO RVN 

.. , , "" III Ulli' QG9i1b8B A8869 (8) 8Pi8Si"z'f i8USJ588IVi8 J 

F8il: iiV!lil Fit8:H UHlitilitiiU 
.rLAITil ,*,TIP~IouEP 0 .. COl4n40N srmpORT HI TeT? un J 

17 .~. CG III MAF 070327Z AUG69 (U) 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKEROSN 
DAVE LAMB UPI NEWS STORY 

18. if' CG III MAF 100230Z AUG69 (S) PERSONAL G t-1 
FOR BRINGLE FROM NICKERSON 
OPCON OF SLF HELO SQDNS (U) 

19 . .1 CG III MAF 101212Z AUG69 (c) G-r-f 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 
CHAPPY WAS HERE -- DEPARTED 10 AUG 

20./CG III MAF l01445Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY G r- I 
FOR TOWNSEND INFO ZAIS & JONES FROM NICKERSON 
CONCUR IN REQ FOR ARC LIGHT TARGETS 

21.V""CG III MAF 101750Z AUG69 (s) EYES ONLY G r-'f 
\ FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON (GARRETSOJN PASS TO CMC) 

E/2/3 MARINES 

22.~CG III MAF 110131Z AUG69 () EYES ONLY 
FOR CHAPMAN & BUSE FROM NICRERSON 
E/2/3 MARINES 

23 .'//~G III MAF 110155Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY 6-r-r 
FOR CHAPMAN & BIDSE FROM NICKERSON 
E/2/3 MARINES 

V 
III MAF 110157Z AUG69 (~ EYES 
FOR TOWNSEND INFO ZAIS & JONES 
E/2/3 MARINES 

ONLY 
FROM NICKEROSN 

DECLASSIFIED 

/ 
I 

/ 

DECLASSIFIED

MAF/AREA COORDINATOR 040100Z AUG69 (C)
GP-4

13. CG III
FOR COMMANDERS FROM NICKERSON
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT

CG III 040608Z (C) EYES ONLY GP-414 MAF AUG69
FOR BOWERS, INFO ZAIS AND WRIGHT FROM NICKERSON
MULLER FOR DSA I CORPS

15. CG III MAF 050145Z AUG69 (U)
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
HERES A LETTER I RECD FROM KEN WELLS -- HES COMING TO RVN

16 CC III MAP 0602505 AUG69 SPECITY EXCLUSIVE
FOR BUGE FROM NICKERSON
NAVY MUDNOVED OF COMMON SURDORT IN

17. CG III MAF 070327Z AUG69 (U)
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKEROSN
DAVE LAMB UPI NEWS STORY

CG III MAF 100230Z AUG69 (S) PERSONAL GP-418.
FOR BRINGLE FROM NICKERSON
OPCON OF SLF HELO SQDNS (U)

GP-419. CG III MAF 101212Z AUG69 (C)
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
CHAPPY WAS HERE -- DEPARTED 10 AUG

20. GP- /CG III MAF 101445Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY
FOR TOWNSEND INFO ZAIS & JONES FROM NICKERSON
CONCUR IN REQ FOR ARC LIGHT TARGETS

CG III 101750Z (s) GP-421. MAF AUG69 EYES ONLY
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON (GARRETSO IN PASS TO CMC)
E/2/3 MARINES

22. CG III MAF 110131Z AUG69 ( ) EYES ONLY
FOR CHAPMAN & BUSE FROM NICKERSON
E/2/3 MARINES

23. CG III MAF 110155Z AUG69 (s) EYES ONLY GP-4
FOR CHAPMAN & BUSE FROM NICKERSON
E/2/3 MARINES

CG III MAF 110157Z AUG69 ( EYES ONLY24.
FOR TOWNSEND INFO ZAIS & JONES FROM NICKEROSN
E/2/3 MARINES

ce III MAP 1102110 AUC60 (s) ONLY25.
mon BUSE FROM NICKERCON
MEEM STRENGTHS DV 21 AUC

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

" 

26. V CG III MAF 110~56Z hUG69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
SNIPER RIFLES FOR ARVN 

'27. V CG III MAP 120020Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY G r-'/ 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 

G-f-t 

VISIT OF COMUS TO III MAF ON 11 AUG -- IN CONN w/E/2/3 

28.t/' CG III MAF 120025Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY G-r-J 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON I 
VISIT OF COMUS TO III MAF ON 11 AUG 69 

29. V CG III MAF 121011Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY G~- 4-
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
I DON'T KNOW WHAT HAPPENDED AT C TROOP 1/1 LAST NIGHT EITHER 

30./ 

31./ 

32. V 

CG III MAF 121405Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY G-T- t/­
FOR RAMSEY FROM NICKERSON 
~~ HAWK HILL ACTION -- WANT FULLER RPT BY 131000H "7 11£1.1 D '3 AUF- 1161 

CG III MAF 121406Z AUG69 (S) EMES ONLY {;':1:>--I 
FOR SIMPSON FROM NICKERSON I 
WANT MORE DESRRIPTION OF 1ST MARDIV SITUATION 

CG III MAF 130756Z AUG69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE &1>-1 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
HAWK HILL ACTION - 12 AUG 

33.~' CG III MAF 151420Z AUG69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE cfJD-;I 
FOR SIMPSON FROM NICKERSON 
1ST MARDIV CP DEFENSE PLAN 

34.V CG III MAF 171016Z AUG69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE G r-f 
FOR ROSSON FROM KHRKMS NICKERSON .1:~.' 
SNIPER RIFLES FOR ARVN ,~, ,t, ., 

& 
as, I!ll!l III :nkl'J? 17iiQ.ii JH~"j('fjI (is) iSiI2ii"iai' RX'VTpSpm DWED 

C FeR Jii'ijSiJ FReu iDlHili.iilRliiiiD1 
FASS:B8 @9H1WJF9Wl I B iiiQlli1 5 GTNGPAC£I T , 62U 87 (NNW M] 

36. @@ III HhF 1883H!B itij"069 (8) Sl?iliAi' ilaiiiEUIiiiIUii 
• i'Qa P~Hiiii ilrJaiU llIiiliii?iil1 

37.~ CG III MAF 180545Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY G r-f 
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 
COORDINATION OF INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

iliili 

'796JlZ 

DECLASSIFIED

CG III MAF 110856Z AUG69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
GP-426.

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
SNIPER RIFLES FOR ARVN

CG III MAF 120020Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY GP-427
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
VISIT OF COMUS TO III MAF ON 11 AUG -- IN CONN w/E/2/3

CG III MAF 120025Z AUG69 (s) EYES ONLY
GP-428.

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
VISIT OF COMUS TO III MAF ON #1 AUG 69

CG III MAF 121011Z AUG69 (S) EYES ONLY GP-429.
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
I DON'T KNOW WHAT HAPPENDED AT C TROOP 1/1 LAST NIGHT EITHER

CG III MAF 121405Z AUG69 (s) EYES ONLY GP-430
FOR RAMSEY FROM NICKERSON
LZ HAWK HILL ACTION -- WANT FULLER RPT BY 131000H
w/ MEMO 13 AUG 1969

CG III MAF 121406Z AUG69 (s) EMES ONLY GP-4
31.

FOR SIMPSON FROM NICKERSON
WANT MORE DESCRIPTION OF 1ST MARDIV SITUATION

CG III MAF 130756Z AUG69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE GP-432.
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
HAWK HILL ACTION - 12 AUG

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE GP-4CG III MAF 151420Z AUG69 (S)33.
FOR SIMPSON FROM NICKERSON
1ST MARDIV CP DEFENSE PLAN

CG III MAF 171016Z AUG69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE GP-434.
FOR ROSSON FROM XERAMX NICKERSON
SNIPER RIFLES FOR ARVN

CC III MAD 1770367 AUG69 (c) SPECAT EXCLUSIV MCEO
-35

CPOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
PACCES COMMANTORVE 1601167 CINCDACETm 1622187 (NAVV MINDON IN

MOROee III MAP 1003123 AUG69 (0) SPECITY EXCLUSIVE36.
FOR DUCE PROM NIGHTRSON
STATUS OF NAVV MILCON FUNDS - DASSES COMNAIZEORI 1706317

WHICH PASSES CNO 1422297 AUG

CG III MAF 180545Z AUG69 (s) EYES ONLY GP-437.
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
COORDINATION OF INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
-'--'-- ---- -- ~- ----.,-~ - .. -~....".~-, . 

39. t/ 
• 

eG III MAF 19070'1Z AUG69 --(8) PURPLE DRAGON 
JCS'SPONSORED OPSEC (PURPLE DRAGON) CONF 

iii', iii III UTi' iilQQiildOIii llTJ'ii(jQ ''') FUFE owy 
P~iR: Ii!iAI e 8 iR.1ItiU,Fll iiiaOU NICKERsQN 
VleI,*, OJ' IilFEOIil 

40.(/' CG III MAF 200241Z AUG69 (C) EYES ONLY G-r~f 
FOR RAMSEY FROM NICKERSON 
VISIT OF RESOR 

41 GG TTT MAE 3D 151 DZ ApaEA (9) 
~8iR: 2IWe1!i P~~U lIi1iiiilKii nICKERSQN: 

«~~.iR:e P~iR: Ui1!iiU HJ'iiAi"l R1!ll»Uaii Si"l &T;m,iIii'iiil61 V il?ikAiUiI 

42.vI CG III MAF 220058Z ADG69 (D) 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
VIP FUNDS 

43. (,1"/ CG III MAF 220122Z ADG69 (el 6 '?--~ 
FOR ZAIS, SIMPSON, RAMSEY AND THRASH FROM NICKEROSN 
SAFETY OF VISITORS 

44. ~ CG III MAF 221030Z AUG69 (S) G-r-~ 
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
PASSES III MAF l00230Z & COMSEVENTHFLT 170038Z 
HELO SQDNS 

.JI4..ilii __ .... G:.c,;G_lOiiIilOiiIiI~D4IiilA.liF_2.21.11.1iiij,,{j41Jii'IIiilZ~A .. TI"C .. ' .. Qt.....j(!ois .. ) .... siiliiRIiiiFiiMG"'A~I! __ 
i'ilil: Nli&iODT i'liliU iiiikiliilV 

46. 

opeON OF SLF 

F8R 'f8HU8!!1!l8 UF8 HiisliH~:lIil hili iitJlil:iiHi,&, i'Iil:O)G DlliQiIi'iiliar9Di 
PV,*, W:iWGW »acCTT T .J 

47.J' CG III MAF251520Z AUG69 (C) EYES ONLY &-?-/ 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON (DELIVER TO TOWNSEND) 
"A" COMPANY INCIDENT (AMERICAL - 24-25AUG) 

48.~' CG III MAF 251200Z AUG69 (S) LIMDIS $$$$ MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY REPORT C-r -/ 

49 • ../ CG III MAF 260102Z AUG69 (Cl 6r~f 
FOR BRINGLE FROM NICKERSON 
O~:ON Qf SLX- HELO "s...oDN~ --J VISIT AUG27TH -­
Yv' ~:r/E'13(~")..../· 

50./ CG I' I MAP 260215Z ~lill§.~ (C) EYES ONLY G-r-f 
FOR BUSE FROM NI8KERSGN-·--
"A" COMPANy-'n~CIDENT 

DECLASSIFIED 

SUG ANOTHER DATE 

DECLASSIFIED

GP-4CG III MAF 190704Z AUG69 (S) PURPLE DRAGON39.
JCS SPONSORED OPSEC (PURPLE DRAGON) CONF

CC III MAP 3002407 AUC60 (C) EVES ONLY39
FOR DATE & DAMCEV FROM ANICVUDSON
UTCTM OF RECOR

CG GP-4III MAF 200241Z AUG69 (C) EYES ONLY40.
FOR RAMSEY FROM NICKERSON
VISIT OF RESOR

ITT MAR 2015107 AUG69 (c)41
FOR BUSE FROM AICVERSON
ORDERS FOR MCEN HAGAN REQURN ON UNSTONAL PLANE

42. CG III MAF 220058Z AUG69 (U)
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
VIP FUNDS

220122Z 6P4CG III MAF AUG69 (C)43.
FOR ZAIS, SIMPSON, RAMSEY AND THRASH FROM NICKEROSN
SAFETY OF VISITORS

GP-4CG III MAF 221030Z AUG69 (S)44.
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
PASSES III MAF 100230Z & COMSEVENTHFLT 170038Z OPCON OF SLF
HELO SQDNS

TTT MAE 2215167 AUC60 (s) SDECAR45
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY

(FORCE PLANNING)STRENGTH REPORTS

ce III MAP 2303457 AUG69 (c) EYES ONLY46.
FOR TOWNCEND NFO MILDREN AND BUDDENT FROM NICKERSON
DUM UEDMAN MCCIII

CG III MAF251520Z AUG69 (C) EYES ONLY GP-447
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON (DELIVER TO TOWNSEND)
"A" COMPANY INCIDENT (AMERICAL - 24-25AUG)

CG III MAF 251200Z AUG69 (S) LIMDIS BISES MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY48
GP-1SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY REPORT

GP-4
CG III MAF 260102Z AUG69 (C)49.

FOR BRINGLE FROM NICKERSON
OPCON OF SLF HELO SODNS VISIT AUG27TH -- SUG ANOTHER DATE
w/Encl ITEM3 (Eml2

CG III MAF 260215Z (C) GP-4AUG69 EYES ONLY50
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
"A" COMPANY INCIDENT

DECLASSIFIED



- ~ ... '-::. 

:,~~.,,:, 
, " 

.:¥ '. 

J 

1 ti . ,," 
)/ 

DECLASSIFIED 

'~":":.'. , ' 

,,',1 

" 'I ..... 
/ \~ 

CG 'iII MAP 260;46Z AUG69' (C) ~ 1-1' . 
FOR ZAIS, SIMPSON, WRIGHT, JONES, RAMSEY, FEELEY, BONNER & DILLON 
EXPOSURE TO HOSTILE FIRE 

2.vI' CG III MAF 260719Z AUG69 (C) EYES ONLY Gf- 'f 
FOR ABRAMS INFO SIMPSON & RAMSEY FROM NICKERSON, 
"A" COMPANY INCIDENT 

~ 0 "" I I I lUi a 71! a 18 hiS' 9 (@ l-
Pin BnnJ8LE PRiU IHiIiJitBill 
! Q'Pii Ie 881WBUI13Uf 

4. V CG III MAF 280726Z AUG69 (C) '~r-+ 
FOR BUSE INFO CHAPMAN FROM NICK~RSON 
USS NEW JERSEY EMPLOYMENT 

s.!' CG III MAF 280810Z AUG69 (S) ~?- i 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
COMUS WAS HERE 27AUG69 

6.) CG III MAF 281338Z AUG69 (C) ~p""f 
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS 

7 -.// CG III MAF 300225Z AUG69 (8) r; r-i 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 

~'G8 SENSOR KILL MSG FROM JONES 

8.V CG III MAF 300520Z AUG69 (S) ar-f ' 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
DEPCOMUSMACV WAS HERE 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CG III MAF 260246Z AUG69 (C) GP-4
1.

FOR ZAIS, SIMPSON, WRIGHT, JONES, RAMSEY, FEELEY, BONNER & DILLON

EXPOSURE TO HOSTILE FIRE

CG III MAF 260719Z AUG69 (C) EYES ONLY GP- 42.

FOR ABRAMS INFO SIMPSON & RAMSEY FROM NICKERSON

"A" COMPANY INCIDENT

MAP 2712240 AUGGO (c)

FOR BRINGLE FROM NICKERSON

30TH IS CONVENIENT

CG III MAF 2807262 AUG69 (C) GP-4
4. 1

FOR BUSE INFO CHAPMAN FROM NICKERSON

USS NEW JERSEY EMPLOYMENT

CG III MAF 280810Z AUG69 (S) GP-45.

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON

COMUS WAS HERE 27AUG69

CG III 2813382 (C) GP-46. MAF AUG69

FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY

PERSONNEL ACTIONS

CG III 300225Z GP-47 MAF AUG69 (S)

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON

PASSES SENSOR KILL MSG FROM JONES

CG III MAF 300520Z AUG69 (S) GP-48.

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON

DEPCOMUSMACV WAS HERE

DECLASSIFIED
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL HIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

AUG 698200 111 MAFX- ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC--COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 192,3,:- INFORMATION
COPIES RECOCOPY# OFSIGNATURE
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cer IDENTIAL EYES ONLYINITIALSECTION CODEROUTE OUTIN

CG REMARKS 2DCG
DCG AIR
C/S
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MTO
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k'-il4:" 
~~- ~-. ---~.---, . ; 

:'.~¥:{1:-
ZEM 
C U NFl D i; rJ'r I A 1.. to'it.; 0NL Y FOR ,GE N iAJRA;q;;; 1',.0.'1 , ' 

LT GiN tltlC Xi:; lhi ON 
A. CG IIIi.AF 200315l JUL69 ' 
l.REF' A ADVIS::D YOU OF T H:: T YU!-\ TH1:. 'i ?ROPO.Ji·i 
TO ervD-IA.NIZE THf(it: OF' THEIR ,'10.)1 3toCUR,:. JI.;rRIGf:J. 
2. 1 ,1l!.NT IONED T t-Ih T 1 l1aJ 9 I ,,Jr J.; ,x.;) T cli oJi;LJi.:..CT 
PROPO,::lAL i!IITH LT3c:.N LAfj ,.d~.l;.CJ.·L'it.\IjJW T'1I",T :1.:.. 2LH.;:,u::. 
n iV IT H UV,~ A !..II I1Ui II 1.;."') IN .Jh, LG ui~. I Al PU:; n;,;i.J T () 
~EPOtU THAT I HiNt'.. JU.JT t:;C:i:.i~ HH-orViJ::V THrlf uN 24 JUL.!', 
1 969, L T G:£., L ni'VJ ~l!. NT A Li TT ~,~ T ~ T Hi ffi 1'1 l!. .'l IN 1.:.T c.,\ , 
C~ IRilAN ur T!.f. Pr::.CIFI":At iv" rl:~~~ ":;::.'Ji!"0Pt;!~,PT snl-'!~c!L. 

'SAIGOt'~. wHICH -I ,::H·"LL CUUTi fur.: YUU: 
QUOTi :511'0 

AT THe:. PRE;jENl r VII:.. THe: rJ .JIATU'; '1..> w.:.LL PriOG:i!!..J.:iC;) 
IN T HUA T H 1£ N Pi10V IiV ll!., Pu?U~~HT I\J;~ Cu,'j ft I:.T i!.L( C0 \)1 'i(;LLw 
Is :15.6 Pti.R CEl~T, tiN;) COtJI'i\O:" OF j2 ?ir~ ~NI Or' 
HA,'IILET;), ACCuHJING 10 T!iI: (1£.) i.JJC:J:'Ic.NT. 

i,,jP£CIALL't·3 JluTRICl'..j: VhH LuC, HijJNG GEN. AN.) 
?HU VA;~;G. Tlit: ;1i.GIJNAL uFfICL·,LJ CuNT':OLL.~D H.~' ,..Jt,.,1 CLNT 
vI' T l-E IR uWN POPLLAT ION Al~D tih.'l!..d oJ. V (;1 I~\,L CJ'].JL;:.TLLf 
ELHI"ATi!:Li AND llJitJr,'iALL:c.D, P ... un..,;. ,jLL~' iJj~FL;.:iCi, FOri Ct.;:" 

'ARE Wi.LL TRAIN!!:;), uRGANUE.J H~J :.\;i;'L:'U. 
H ORDER Tu ,'IiJiuiALUE LIVlt~~~,:ONDITIl.il'L) ui' 

P€OPL~ AND TO CIVILIANIZE. .-t.:..:310Ni-lL l.lFfICI,~L;.;, T"iL f'J 
COUN8ILI IeTl PROPU':i1!.~ To tuU: 

1. TO .:£LE.Cf .) o ISliiICT"j, rliJ,"liJG jlci\;, P'-LJ 'j" , 
AND V IN Ii LOC. A'J THl:. I;:',J1ING HrL,,;...) fOR THI~ ,':;IlJILlk::1-
t:.AIIO, iJF RlGIONAL UffICIAL;j. . 

Z. iJITt{)K:\;li RI:.GUL .. ,K F'ORCi:3, ~L~iIu:~AL iO":';.:l, ~I\JT' 
OF' Tlt,SE ARiA.:) At~D utt.'i J3t.. N"Tli..,i~AL POLl:;:. M:\~ ,\liHHJNhl., 
PilLICt. FIEL0 fORCl!.v, POP'Li111 1·0F(~·_ .JAr.[ r,J';/ TO :<'ji;IN-
Tf\lN ;i:";CURITY. -

3. RiPL;:.::i CI;;,II1IQ 8Hl&::fJ.'!rrH rIVH.l,i'; /:::','.jU~'Li.;.I~, 
:.:.LJf RIGHI' ;~ UY} CuNT I NUt!. TO U ~ r ri., .::....'1 IL IT .4.1 Y ~ 1,)1 HI C.1 
Cli IE F'.) T E:,lj PJRA 'i IL '(. 

IN Tit: fur lili!:., T rE crv lL IANL.::. ... ,(i",HuNAL Gf'flCI.4L;;;i 
PROJ£CT AlO;L) APPLY TJ A.)J r,-;'~T cL~TFnCL) MNj ?ri:JVINCE:j, 
AND pi-( W !.\Ja:;:) UF I ell. :ii. QU2;.;;T t0Uk !'I ~~;;;Wd( tiNil 
OPINIuN A:;) TO :.,(HtlI UUR COUNCIL CAfv P_rdOR'l. UNG:JOTi 
3. ,'1 Y DE PUT Y feR CliW S rlA::l F LR N l.:ii-LJ A co;;;. Y -llF 
LT (£ j'~ LA M .;:) Li n l!;R t 0 A,¥j bA S';l-\l) 0f( COL i:; Y • 
4. YOUR CONT INUEO ~UPPOKT Of THI.)PR'OJ:;)UJAL 1,:) 

-cW:ai-iit¥ 1Ii .. ~,~AliiiiAi". 

. \ 

'_, .•. 1' 

DECLASSIFIED 
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021010
ca

ZEM
CONFID e IAL EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON
A. CG III MAF 2003 15 2 JUL 69
1. REF A ADVISED YOU OF THE THUA THIE PROPOSAL
TO CIV IL IANIZE T HREE OF THEIR MOST SECURE DISTRICTS.
2. I MENTIONED HAT I HAD DISCUSSED THE SUBJECT
PROPODAL WITH LIGEN LAY AND ECOMMENDED THAT He PURSUE
IT WITH GVN AUTHORITIES IN DAIGON. AT PLEASED TO
REPORT THAT I HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED THAT ON 24 JULY,
1969, LIGE LAM SENT A LETT_R I O THE PRIME MINISTER,
C HH IRMAN OF THE PACIFICATION AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL,
SA IGON, WHICH I SHALL QUOTE FOR YOU:
QU OT E SIR:

AT THE PRESENT TIME, THE PD STATUS IS WELL PROGRESSED
IN THUA THIEN PROVINCE, POPULATION COMPLETELY CONTROLLED
IS 95.6 PER CENT, AND CONTROL OF 92 PER CE NT OF
HAMLETS, ACCORDING TO THE (HE DOCUMENT.

ESPECIALLY 3 DISTRICT. VISH LUC, HUO NG DIEN, AND
PHU VANG. THE REGIONAL OFFICIAL CONT KOLLED 103 PER CENT
OF HEIR OWN POPULATION AND HAMLEI V CI ARE CUMPLETELY
ELIMINATED AND NE STRALIZED, PLOPLE SELF DEFENCE FORCE
ARE WELL TRAINED, ORGANIZED AND ARMED.

IN ORDER TO NORMAL IZE LIVING CONDITIONS OF
PEOPLE AND TO CIVILIANIZE REGIONAL OFFICIALS, THE PD
COUNCIL/ICT2 PROPOSES TO YOU:

1. TO SELECT 3 DISTRICTS, HUUNG DIEN, PHU V..NG,
AND VINK LOC, AS THE TESTING AREAS FOR THE CIVILIANI-
ZATIO OF REGIONAL OFFICIALS.

2. WITHDRAW REGULAR FORCES, REGIONAL FOR CE a, OUT
OF THESE AREAS AND ONY USE NATIONAL POLICE AND NATIONAL
POLICE FIELD FORCES, POPULAR FURC AND POOF TO MAIN-
TAIN SECURITY.

3. REPLACE DISTRICT CHIEFS WITH CIVILIAN PERSONALL
BUT RIGHT N OW CONTINUE TO USE I H. ..

CHIEF TEMPORARILY.
IN THE FUTURE, THE CIVILIANI LED REGIONAL OFFICIALS

PROJECT WOULD APPLY TO ADJ C.NT DISTRICT AND PROVINCES,
AND PROVINCES OF I CTZ. REQUEST YOUR ANOWER AND
OPINION AS TO WHAT OUR COUNCIL CAN PERFORM. UNQUOTE
3. MY DE PUT Y FOR CURDS HAS FURNISHED A COPY OF
LI GE N LAM'S LETTER TO AMBASSADOR COL DY.
4. YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THIS PROPUSAL Is
VERY MUGH APPRECIATED.

12/11
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PTTCZYUW RHMMAFA0419 2160100-CCCC--RUMHC RUMHLA RUMHP

RUMHPPA RUMKPPD RUMLD NA RUMLMHA RUMLMPA RUMUFGA RUMUF GB

RUMHGKA RUNNVT RUMHFGA.

ZNY CCCCC
RUNMPPA-T-AIRLIFT COMMAND POSTH(MAC) DANANG AIR BASE

RJNMPPA-Y-AIRLIFT CONTROL ELEMENT (ALCE) DANANG AIR BASE

RUMHGKA-T -MARINE LIAISON OFFICER

ZOC
P 040100Z AUG 69
FM CG III MAF/AREA COORDINATOR ICTZ

TO ALL US UNITS DA NA NG AREA

C
BT

0 A L/PERSONAL FOR DELIVERY TO COMMANDERS ONLY

STANDARDS OF CONDUCT
THERE HAVE BEEN AN INCREASING NUMBER OF INCIDENTS

AT
1.

COMISSIONED OFFICERS MESSES THROUGHOUT THE DANANG AREA

INVOLVING IMPROPER CONDUCT SUCH AS VULGAR LANGUAGE,

LOUD ARGUMENTS, DRUNKENESS, FIGHTING, ROWDYISM AND

COMPLETE DISREGARD FOR CLUB RULES AND COURTESY.

2. I DO NOT CONSIDER THE LESSENING OF THE STANDARDS

OF GENTLEMANLY CONDUCT TO BE A REQUIREMENT FOR THE

ENJOYMENT OF A PERIOD OF REST AND RELAXATION. 1 EXPECT

EVERY OFFICER, REGARDLESS OF SERVICE COMPONENT , TO

CONDUCT HIMSELF AS AN OFFICER AND GENTLEMAN AT ALL TIMES.

THIS IS PARTICULARLY NECESSARY WHILE PATRONIZING

ANY CLUB OR MESS.
3. YOU ARE INSTRUCTED TO ENSURE THAT ALL OFFICERS OF

COMMAND ARE INFORMED OF MY POSITION IN THIS MATTER.
YOUR
UNBECOMING CONDUCT WILL NEITHER BE CONDONED NOR TOLERATED.

LTGEN NICKERSON
GP-4
BI
0419

of lPAGE PAGES

COPY 2 OF 6 COPIES

13(h
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"I_I }",1[-,1, C\ \~ I'M en !II"'AI' ~_ ~ 
TO CG USARV 
INF"O CG XXIV CORPS 
a; 101 ST AB ND IV (AM) 
ZEM 
CON I' IDE N T I A L/EYES ONLY FOR BGEN BOWERS, INFO 
LIGEN ZAIS, ['1J;EN tl}RIGHT F"ROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
1. REfERENCE YOUR MESSAGE R2074. BG HENRY J. MULLER, JR., USA, 

lS ACCEP': ABLE F"O~ PO SIT 10 N AS D SA, I CTZ. 
2. I UNDERSTAND THAT COLONEL RENWANZ IS TO DEPART OIA 4 SEPTEM­
~R WHICH ALLOINS NO OVERLAP/OR lENT AT ION If BG MULLER DOES I\OT 
REpORT UNT IL 11 SEPTEMBER. AS THIS IS UNACCEPTABLE, I IHLL 
tP.RA!\GE WITH THE COMMANDERS CONCt:RNED TO HAVE BG MULLER UNDERGO 
APPROPRIATE BRIEfI~S AND DISCUSSIONS WITH COL RENWANZ WHILE 
DllRI~ THE SAME PERIOD SPENDIM3 THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT Of TIME. IN 
HIS PRESENT POSITION. ACCORDIOOLY, PLEASE INfORM ME SOONEST If 
BJ Mtn..LER \HLL BE ASSIG NED AS D SA AND HIS EXACT DATE 0 I' SUCH 
ASS IG NME NT • 
DEL IVER D UR I f\G NORMAL D UT Y HO UR S. 
GP-4 
200 

\)r~) \'\ j j Q S '" 4 
CONf'n.FN\'~l 

DECLASSIFIED 

/iL (I) 

If (I) 
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P 04 06082
RM CG !II MAF
TO CG USARV
INFO CG XXIV CORPS
G 101ST AB NDIV (AM)
ZEM
CONFIDE N T I A L/EYES ONLY FOR BGEN BOWERS, INFO
LIGEN ZAIS, MG EN WRIGHT FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. REFERENCE YOUR MESSAGE R2074. BG HENRY ,J. MULLER, JR., USA,
IS ACCEPTABLE FOR POSITION AS DSA, ICTZ.
2. I UNDERSTAND THAT COLONEL RENWANZ IS TO DEPART O/A 4 SEPTEM-
BER WHICH ALLOWS NO 0VERLAP/ORIENTATION IF BG MULLER DOES NOT
REPORT UNT IL 11 SEPTEMBER. AS THIS IS UNACCEPTABLE, I WILL
ARRANGE WITH THE COMMANDERS CONCERNED TO HAVE BG MULLER UNDERGO
APPROPRIATE BRIEFINGS AND DISCUSSIONS WITH COL RENWANZ WHILE
DURING THE SAME PERIOD SPENDING THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF TIME IN
HIS PRESENT POSITION. ACCORDINGLY, PLEASE INFORM ME SOO NE ST IF
BG MULLER WILL BE ASSIGNED AS DSA AND HIS EXACT DATE OF SUCH
ASSIGNMENT.
DELIVER DURING NORMAL DUTY HOURS.
GP-4
200

ANNN

INTS N33A SHA

CONFIDENTIAL
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P 215 0145Z 
FM ex; II I !'!AI" 
TO CO M.USMA C\} 
ZE:M ... 
{jIICLAS ~ 1''' 0 fOR GEN ABRAMS mOM LTGEN NICKl:!:RSON 
1. I HAVE THIS DATE l1ECEIVED THE POLLOI','ING 
UR F~O!"'l K~N "!ELLS: 
GUO! E: JULY 3 1, 19 69 

!)~AR tH crn 
~Y PLA MS FOR VIET NAM ARE n NAL. I DEEPLY HJPE TO HAVE A CHANCE 

TO SEE YOU. PRESIDENT THIEU HAS INVITED ME TO COME AS HIS PERSO~!AL 
GUEST---~UTH \-tJILL ACCO~1PANY ME. I HAVE CHOSEN GE~~E~AL B!1UCE C. CLARKE 

.t\ S MY CO~PANIO~1-"-HIS WIFE iHLL ALSO BE \lJITH us. ALL Of THIS CAME 
/BOUT ~S t-; '1ESULT OF SOME OF f1Y SPEECHES ON BUILDINJ A VOL~NTA3Y 
g1CIr.:TV H' SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

COLO~lEi. CHIEU, AIDE TO THE: SOUTH VIETNAM AMBASSADOR HERE IN 
1Y.~ STATES - BUI DIEM - WILL P',~ECEDE US---IT IS MY mmERSTArmING 
TJ.{AT P\!: 1,1] ILL BE r-1Y ESCORT ID UR ING MY ST AY THERE. 

"'E II!ILL START AT "ICOl:lP" VIA "CHOPP£H" ON A FOUR DAY TRIP 
hiITU ~lUMBE?OUC; STOPS. 

IT IS ALSO MY U~IDERSTANDI~rJ THAT PP.ESIDENT THIEU IS HOLDING A 
RECF-PTION, OR SOMETHIN3 OF TH~ KIND, FOR US. 

I '.·.1,~S TO HAVE BEEN THE~E A HEEX EARLIER 81:T HELD UP K1JOIHNG THAT 
DICK NIXON ',IAS PLA~!MH.G ON VISITHn SAIGON A\~OUND THE SAME TIME. 

~'IE LEAVE vJASHH~TON O~) FRIDAY, AU3UST 8, ON UNIT FLIGHT 553 AT 
9 :100 A.M., FOR SAN FRANCISCO---THAT SAM!!: DAY ~JE CO NT H1UE ON PAN-AM 
FLIGHT 801, ARRIVHE 1"1 HONOLULU AT 3:100 P.rt!., 1,I}HERE "1E vJILL 9£ STAYH'G 
AT t,. MILITARY FACILITY FOR \;JHICH B1;IUCE HAS {vL~DE A?PANGEMENTS. ':JE tollLL 

R1':~AHJ. IN HONOLULU Ur,rrIL Al'GUS! 12 HHE~l WE DEPART ON PAN-AM FLIGHT 841 
['!l' 1:30 A.M., ARRIVlrn B! SAIGON AT 10:05 A.M., TUESDAY THE 12TH, Amoss 
THE DATE LH'E •. 

I.IE "JILL 8E STAYI~l3' AT THE CARVEL HOTEL OJ SAIGON AS GUEST OF 
~Esrnl~:r-,IT THIEU. 

I !.<!ILL BE SEEING pOESIDENT THIEU' THE FIRST DAY OF MY AR!1IVAL---
THE fOLLOh!If1X3 FOUR DAYS WILL BE SPENT VISITBB ALL OF THE PROVINCES--­
THE SIXTH Df4Y, PROBABLY THE 18TH, I '.IIILL AGAIN MEET IJ1ITH PRESIDENT 
T HIEU, AND AGAHI OI\J THE 19TH. BRUCE AND HIS \IIIFE WILL 3E f!ETURNINS TO ~ 
THE STATES AROUND Tm: 20TH- .. -RUTH AND I EXPE:CT TO REMAIN FOR AN 
J.l)DITIONAL PEP.IOD, SO I HOPE TO BE ABLE TO SPEND SOME TIME '!lITH YOU. 

, hlARM REG ARD S, 
KENNETH D. '.'.1ELLS 

tJ,J QtPT E. 
It}ARM REG ARD S. 
369 /5/ /} 

• 
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P 05 0145 7
RM OG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

1. I HAVE THIS DATE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING
LIR FROM KEN WELLS:

JULY 31, 19 69QUOTE:

DEAR NICK:
MY PLANS FOR VIETNAM ARE FINAL. I DEEPLY HOPE TO HAVE A CHANCE

TO SEE YOU. PRESIDENT THIEU HAS INVITED ME TO COME AS HIS PERSONAL

GUEST RUTH WILL ACCOMPANY ME. I HAVE CHOSEN GENERAL BRUCE C. CLARKE

AS MY COMPANION HIS WIFE WILL ALSO BE WITH US. ALL OF THIS CAME
ABOUT AS A RESULT OF SOME OF MY SPEECHES ON BUILDING A VOLUNTARY
SCIETY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.

COLONEL CHIEU, AIDE TO THE SOUTH VIETNAM AMBASSADOR HERE IN
THE STATES - BUI DIEM - WILL PRECEDE US---IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING
THAT HE WILL BE MY ESCORT DURING MY STAY THERE.

WE WILL START AT "ICORP" VIA "CHOPPER" ON A FOUR DAY TRIP
WITH NUMBEROUS STOPS.

IT IS ALSO MY UNDERSTANDING THAT PRESIDENT THIEU IS HOLDING A
RECEPT ION, OR SOMETHING OF THE KIND, FOR US.

I WAS TO HAVE BEEN THERE A WEEK EARLIER BUT HELD UP KNOWING THAT
DICK NIXON WAS PLANNING ON VISITING SAIGON AROUND THE SAME TIME.

WE LEAVE WASHINGTON ON FRIDAY, AUG UST 8, ON UNIT FLIGHT 553 AT
9:00 A.M., FOR SAN FRANCISCO THAT SAME DAY WE CONTINUE ON PAN-AM
FLIGHT 801, ARRIVING IN HO NOL ULU AT 3:00 P.M., WHERE WE WILL BE STAYING
AT A MILITARY FACILITY FOR WHICH BRUCE HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS. WE WILL
REMAIN IN HONOLULU UNT AUGUST 12 WHEN WE DEPART ON PAN-AM FLIGHT 841
AT 1:30 A.M., ARRIVING IN SAIGON AT 10:05 A..M., TUESDAY THE 12TH, ACROSS
THE DATE LINE.

WE WILL BE STAYING AT THE CARVEL HOTEL IN SAIGON AS G UEST OF
RESIDENT THIEU.

I WILL BE SEEING PRESIDENT THIEU THE FIRST DAY OF MY ARRIVAL
THE FOLLOWING FO UR DAYS WILL BE SPENT VISITING ALL OF THE PROVINCES-
THE SIXTH DAY, PROBABLY THE 18TH, I WILL AGAIN MEET WITH PRESIDENT
THIEU, AND AGAIN ON THE 19TH. BRUCE AND HIS WIFE WILL BE RETURNING TO
THE STATES AROUND THE 20TH RUTH AND I EXPECT TO REMAIN FOR AN
ADDITIONAL PERIOD, SO I HOPE TO BE ABLE TO SPEND SOME TIME WITH YOU.

WARM REGARDS,
KENNETH D. WELLS

LIQQOTE.

15/11
WARM REGARDS.
3 69
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J. THE ~EWS qELEASE WAS WRITTEN B Y M~. DAVE tAMB 
(Jr UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL. LAflB ARRIVED IN DANAN:; 
ON TME [VENUS OF 3 ALGUST 1969, A~D FILED THE STORY 
THE FOLLOWI~ EVENltlJ. DURI. THE INTEHIM, LAMB 
ff.:~AINED AT THE DANA~ PRESS CENTER WITH THE EXCEPTION 
CF ATTENDI~ A SHORT AND UNC1.ASSIFIED G-2 BRltEFlf«3 AT MY 
I€ADQUARTERS WHICH HE HAD REQUESTED. DtmHG l'HIS 
ERIEFI~. LAre \fAS ESCORTED BY AN INFORMATIO" OFFICER 
WWO REpORTS rNAT THE Ern IRE BRIEFBG WAS roNCE~NED ONLY 
ItIInf THE PRESENT LULL IN ENEMY ACT IVITY. THE BR IEFIt(; 
DID MlT TOUCH UPON OPERATIONS. PRIOR TO THIS BRIEFI~. 
lAlW8 DID DI~ECTLY QUERY THE ESOORT OFFICER O!~ WHETHER 
CR ~10T THERE WAS A CHAIn: IN POLICY WITH Rm'~RD TO 
RELEASING !fAMES 0, o PER AT 10 MS. T HE ESCORT 0 pfiICER NEITHER 
ro~FIR"'ED NOR DENIED THE QUESTION, BUT SIMPLY ANSWERED 
T",AT QUOTE WE ARE n:LEASUS ME1a1S OF ACT IONS ~tS THEY 
occm UNQWTE. LAfWB D m NOT PURSUE THE MATTEt;1 BUT HIS 
GIJESTION \fAS INDICATIVE THAT HE HAD ALJ)EADY £IRAt!/N CON­
a.USIOftS ON THE SLBJECT. LAI'6 DID PI'lT MEET WITH ANY 
OPER AT 10 "!AL COMMA PfD ER S D UR IPS H IS V IS IT TO DA IA tla. 
It lOR TO THIs VISIT. LAI'B WAS LAST IN 1 CORPS 0 N ...... , ""-
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pr
0703272 ZYH
8 III MAF

TO COMISSMACU
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
A. COMUSMACV 061126Z AUG 69
1 THE NEWS RELEASE WAS WRITTEN BY MR. DAVE LAMB
OF UNITED PRESS INTERNAT 10 NAL. LAMB ARRIVED IN DANANG
ON THE EVENING OF 3 AUG UST 1969, AND FILED THE STORY
THE FOLLOWING EVENING. DURING THE INTERIM, LAMB
REMAINED AT THE DANANG PRESS CENTER WITH THE EXCEPTION
OF ATTENDING A SHORT AND UNCLASSIFIED G-2 BRIEFING AT MY
HEAD QUARTERS WHICH HE HAD REQUESTED. DURING THIS
BRIEFING, LAMB WAS ESCORTED BY AN INFORMAT ION OFFICER
WHO REPORTS THAT THE ENT IRE BRIEFING WAS CONCERNED ONLY
WITH THE PRESENT LULL IN ENEMY ACTIVITY. THE BRIEFING
D ID NOT TO UCH UPON OPERATIONS. PRIOR TO THIS BRIEFING,
LAMB DID DIRECTLY QUERY THE ESCORT OFFICER ON WHETHER
OR NOT THERE WAS A CHANGE IN POLICY WITH REG ARD TO
RELEASING NAMES OF OPERATIONS. THE ESCORT OFFICER NEITHER
CONFIRMED NOR DENIED THE QUESTION, BUT SIMPLY ANSWERED
THAT QUOTE WE ARE RELEASING NEWS OF ACTIONS AS THEY
OC CUR UNQUOTE. LAMB DID NOT PURSUE THE MATTER BUT HIS
QUESTION WAS INDICATIVE THAT HE HAD ALREADY DRAWN CO N-
LUSIONS ON THE SUBJECT. LAMB DID NOT MEET WITH ANY
OPERATIONAL COMMANDERS DURING HIS VISIT TO DANANG.

1711IR IOR TO THIS VISIT, LAMB WAS LAST IN I CORPS ON
JULY 1969.

17
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2. ALtt«lllK i HAVE PASSED THE G UIDANCI G IVIN fill AT TH! 
LAST CO"fIIAem[RS' MEET 1. TO MY MAJOR COMMJ'MI)IRS. I 
IEL lEVE TltfAT TlfIs GUIDANCE WAS NEITHER CO!~~OMISED NOR 
THE BA~IS FOR LAftti'S STORY. 
3. FURTlfER BAClGROUND ON THE STORY AND THI~ POLICY 
O'A~E IT ~EFER~ED TO IS AS FOLLOWS: 

A. THE III MAF INFORMATIONAL SERVICES (tFFICER 
RECEIVED AN UNCLASSIFIEDrELETYPE MESSAGE FROM MACO I 
()p.l 26 JlLY 1969 WHICK EXPRESSED A CONTEMPLATED MODIFICATION 
10 om CLR1i'ENT POLICY OF RELt:ASlt(l NAMED OPERATIONS. 
THEDTG OF THIS MESStGE IS 261600Z JULY 1969. 

B. AFTER THE EXISTENCE OF LA~'S STORY BECAME 
moWN, TwE III MAF INFORMATIONAL SERVICES OFFlCE'R CONVERSED 
WITH LAfIB ABour THE STORY. LAf118 WAS ~ST (X)OPERATIVE 
~ THIS DISCUSSION, AND VOLUNTEERED THE FOLLOWING 
)lrt'ORNIAT lOtu 

(I> HE HAD NOTICED TRAT lECENT MACV ~EWS 
(l)fII~UNIQUES SEEPJED TO NOT MENTION NAMES OF OPERATIONS 
AS Jl'REQUENTLY AS H, THE PAST. 

(2) THE QUOTE IN THE STORY QUOTE WITH THE (PARIS) 
TALK~ PfOW roCUSED ON DEESCALATION AND TI'100P WITHDRAWALS .IT 
mES NOT SERVE OUR BEST INTERESTS TO BALLVHOO A MULTI­
BATTALION DRIVE I~ SEARCH OF THE t!.NEMY UN~JOOTE WAS PICKED 
lP IN C;AIGON. 

(3) THE QU>TE OPERAT 10 N NEAR HUE UNQWTE 'f1EF'ERPED 
1'0 IN THE STORY WAS OPERATION BPISTOL BOO1'S, ON WHICH HE HAD 
fi,EN BRIEfED Q'UlTi SEVERAL MONTHS AGO UIQtDTE BY THE THEN /7 
• 0' TM! IJIST ABC. THE IEVS [(!BARGO ON THIS OPERATION /p.) 
"'5 dVII IEtff LI"ED THomM THt: OPERAfIO" HAS BEEI fERMI.ATED. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

2. ALTHOLOG I HAVE PASSED THE GUIDANCE G IVEN ME AT THE
LAST COMMANDERS' MEETING TO MY MAJOR COMMANDERS, I
BEL IEVE THAT THIS GUIDANCE WAS NEITHER COMPROMISED NOR
THE BASIS FOR LAMB'S STORY.
3. FURTHER BACKGROUND ON THE STORY AND THE POLICY
CHANGE IT REFERRED TO IS AS FOLLOWS:

A. THE III MAF INFORMATIONAL SERVICES OFFICER
RECEIVED AN UNCLASSIFIED TELETYPE MESSAGE FROM MACO I
ON 26 JULY 1969 WHICH EXPRESSED A CONTEMPLATED MODIFICATION
TO OUR CURRENT POLICY OF RELEASING NAMED OPERATIONS.
THE DTG OF THIS MESSAGE IS 261600Z JULY 1969.

B. AFTER THE EXISTENCE OF LAMB'S STORY BECAME
KNOWN, THE III MAF INFORMAT IONAL SERVICES OFFICER CONVERSED
WITH LAMB ABOUT THE STORY. LAMB WAS MO ST COOPERATIVE
IN THIS DISCUSSION, AND VOLUNTEERED THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

(1) HE HAD NOTICED THAT RECENT MACV NEWS
COMMUNIQUES SEEMED TO NOT MENTION NAMES OF OPERATIONS
AS FREQUENTLY AS IN THE PAST.

(2) THE QUOTE IN THE STORY QUOTE WITH THE (PARIS)
TALKS NOW FO CUSED ON DEESCALATION AND TROOP WITHDRAWALS IT
DOES NOT SERVE OUR BEST INTERESTS TO BALLYHOO A MULT I-
BATTALION DRIVE IN SEARCH OF THE ENEMY UNQUOTE WAS PICKED
UP IN SAIGON.

(3) THE QUOTE OPERAT ION NEAR HUE UNQUOTE REFERRED
TO IN THE STORY WAS OPERATION BRISTOL BOOTS, ON WHICH HE HAD
BEEN BRIEFED QUOTE SEVERAL MONTHS AGO UNQUOTE BY THE THEN

17(2)
OF THE 101ST ABD. THE NEWS EMBARGO ON THIS OPERATION

MS NEVER BEEN LIFTED THOUGH THE OPERATIO II HAS BEEN TERMINATED.

1712)
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... rJ VIEW 0, THE VORt.GOUIG, IT IS fIIY OP1,nOI THATa 
A. LAte IS AI ASTUTE All) OBSERVANT RlPORTIP • 

., TMAT MIS CO"CLUSIOffS WERE DRAW~: FROM AVAILABLE AND 
UlcLASSIFIED EVIDE~CE. 

B. T HE COMMANDERS' MEET I M3 WAS NOT O:n1PROMISED I N A NY WAY. 
c. T~E IMF'ORPIATION FOR THE STORY WAS lilT OBTAINED HERE. 

5. ON' AUG 1969, AFTER THE STORY HAD BEf:~' RELEASED BY UPI, 
rrtf INFORMATIONAL SERVICES OFFICER RECEIVfD GUIDANCE ON 
Tl.fE StBJECT rnO,ttl MACOI WHICH WAS ESSENTU~LLY AS FOLLOI;1S: 

THE QOOT! PLAYlte DOWN UNQOOTE OF OFFE:NSIVE OPERATIONS 
roE-S ~T MEAN A CHAMlE. OF OUR PRESENT POl.ICY OF ~ElEASl~ 
~GNIFICANT OPERATIONS (AND ACTIONS BfVOL.VED THEREIN) TO 
f:"'~EN AND TO THE PlBLIC. IT DOES MEAN THAT WE SHOULD NOT GO 
our OF OUR WAY TO PlBLICIZE THEM IF THEY DO MlT CONTAIN 
9.BSfANTIAL NEWS VALUE. III MAl' SHOULD CONTINUE, AS 11 HAS 
),J THE PAST, TO RECOMMEND TO MACV THAT Of·ERATIONS 
(I~lCLtD Ir¥3 THEI~ NICKNAMES) BE RELEASED FOR NEWS OOVEqAGE. 

K)WEVER, I" THE FUT URE, II I MAl' SHO ULD BE: SELECT IVE ABO UT 
THESE RECO"''''E~DATIONS. IF AN OPERATION AC:HIEVES SIGNIFICANT 
REStLTS. AND ITS EXISTENCE IS pqOBABLY VE:RY WELL Kt«>WN TO 
~1"~"lE P4. IT VO tLD NOT BE 1 N 0 tJR BEST 1 NTEREST TO DE NY IT S 
EXISTENCE. 

I BELIEVE THAT THE ABOVE POLICY IS WISE, AND UNLESS 
t]'HERWlSE DIRECTED I INTEND TO IMPLEMENT IT AT III MAF. 
WARM REG MlD S. 

9;t) NOTE I DELIVER D URI PG WOR KHG HO lFS. 
900 
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4. IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, IT IS MY OPINION THAT :
A. LAMB IS AN ASTUTE AND 08 SERVANT REPORTER,

AND THAT HIS CONCLUSIONS WERE DRAWN FROM AVAILABLE AND
UNCLASSIFIED EVIDENCE.

B. THE COMMANDERS' MEETING WAS NOT COMPROMISED IN ANY WAY.
C. THE INFORMATION FOR THE STORY WAS NOT OBTAINED HERE.

5. ON 5 AUG 1960, AFTER THE STORY HAD BEEN RELEASED BY UPI,
MY INFORMATIONAL SERVICES OFFICER RECEIVED GUIDANCE ON
THE SUBJECT FROM MACO I WHICH WAS ESSENTIALLY AS FOLLOWS:

THE QUOTE PLAYING DOWN UNQUOTE OF OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS
DOES NOT MEAN A CHANGE OF 0 UR PRESENT POLICY OF RELEASING
SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS (AND ACTIONS INVOLVED THEREIN) TO
NEWSMEN AND TO THE PUBLIC. IT DOES MEAN THAT WE SHOULD NOT GO
OUT OF OUR WAY TO PUBLICIZE THEM IF THEY DO NOT CONTAIN
SUB ST ANT IAL NEWS VALUE. III MAF SHOULD CO NTI NUE, AS IT HAS
IN THE PAST, TO RECOMMEND TO MACV THAT OPERATIONS
(INCLUD ING THEIR NICKNAMES) BE RELEASED FOR NEWS COVERAGE.
HOWEVER, IN THE FUTURE, III MAF SHOULD BE SELECTIVE ABOUT
THESE RECOMMENDATIONS. IF AN OPERATION ACHIEVES SIGNIFICANT
RESULTS, AND ITS EXISTENCE IS PROBABLY VERY WELL KNOWN TO
NEWSMEN, IT WOULD NOT BE IN OUR BEST INTEREST TO DENY ITS
EXISTENCE.

BELIEVE THAT THE ABOVE POLICY IS WISE, AND UNLESS
OTHERWISE DIRECTED I INTEND TO IMPLEMENT IT AT III MAF.
WARM REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
900

17(3)
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TOP SECRET
RUMLMHA.2201238-TIT!PITTZYUW RHMMAFA10

ZNY TTITT
P 081230Z AUG 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMLMHA/C6 FIRST MAW
BT
TOPSECRE T/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN

THRASH FROM LIGEN NICKERSON/MCE0
1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

QUOTE:
P. 021949Z AUG 69
FM CG FMFPAC
TO ZEN/CMC
INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
ZEN/CG MCB CAMP BUTLER
ZEN/CG NINTH MAB
BT
TOPSECRET $ LIMDIS. SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN

VAN RYZIN, INFO LIGEN NICKERSON AND BGENS GARRETSON
AND CARNEY FROM LIGEN BUSE. MARINE CORPS EYES
ONLY SECTION I OF 2
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
FORCE PLANNING (U)
A. CMC 1610437/JUL 69 (IS) NOTAL
B. CG FMFPAC 162 107Z/JUL 69 (S) NOTAL
C. CG FMFPAC 2119447/JUL 69 (TS) NOTAL

1. (TS) FORCE PLANNING CONFERENCE HELD IN RESPONSE

TO REFERENCE A PROVIDED AN EXCELLENT FORUM FOR

EXAMINATION OF STATUS OF REDEPLOYMENT PLANNING,
INCLUDING RELOCATION SITES OF REDEPLOYED FORCES AND

PAGE 2 RUHKFMA0433 T 0 P S E CRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

ATTENDANT PROBLEM AREAS. THE EXCHANGE OF OBJECTIVES

AND VIEWS WILL FACILITATE COORDINATION OF PLANNING
FOR THE MANY ALTERNATIVES THAT MUST BE CONSIDERED
PENDING ANNOUNCEMENT OF FINITE PARAMETERS DEFINING
CLEARLY FUTURE REDEPLOYMENT OBJECTIVES (E.G.,
COMPOSITION OF SECOND REDEPLOYMENT INCREMENT,
MAGNITUDE OF REDEPLOYMENTS DURING CY 69, AND

STRENGTH RESTRICTIONS ON OKINAWA AND JAPAN). IN

CONSIDERATION OF THE SENSITIVITY OF PLANNING FOR

SUBSEQUENT REDEPLOYMENTS, ALL CONFEREES WERE

CAUTIONED TO LIMIT ACCESS ON A STRICT NEED-TO=KNOW

BASIS.
2. (TS) THE FOLLOWING SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE

DISCUSSIONS AND DETERMINATIONS IS PROVIDED:
A. TROOP LISTS 6 A TROOP LIST, WHICH CONTAINS BOTH

A REVISED III MAF TROOP LIST FOR A SECOND REDEPLOYMENT
INCREMENT OF MARINE ELEMENTS FROM RVN (USING PROGRAM

7 STRENGTHS) AND A REFINED FMFPAC NEAR TERM TROOP LIST
FOR OKINAWA AND JAPAN WITHIN RESPECTIVE CEILINGS OF

23,052 AND 7,504, WAS PROVIDED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF

PAGE
20/11
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PAGE 30 RUHMFMA0433 C R SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
EACH PARTICIPATING COMMAND. AS A RESULT OF LIMITED
ACCESS DUE TO THE SENSITIVITY OF THE SUBJECT AND TIME

AVAILABLE, CURRENT STATUS OF PLANNING PRECLUDED
DETAILED ADDRESSAL OF DETACHMENTS INCLUDED IN THE
TROOP LISTS. CG III MAF IS CURRENTLY DEVELOPING GRADE
AND MOS BREAKDOWNS AND EQUIPMENT AUTHORIZATIONS/
MOVEMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR PROPOSED DETACHMENTS.

B. PRIORITIES LISTING - DEVELOPMENT OF PRIORITIES, BY

UNITS, TO PERMIT RAPID ADJUSTMENT OF RELOCATION TROOP

LISTS, IN THE EVENT CEILINGS FOR OKINAWA AND JAPAN
SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED IN EXCESS OF, OR LESS THAN,
CURRENT PLANNING FIGURES, WERE CONSIDERED. HOWEVER,
DEVELOPMENT OF A SINGLE LISTING OR SEVERAL LISTS TO
COVER ALL EXIGENCIES WAS CONSIDERED IMPRACTICAL.
THEREFORE, IT IS PROPOSED THAT VARYING ALTERNATIVES BE

ADDRESSED, WHEN REQUIRED, WITHIN SPECIFIC PARAMETERS
PERTAINING AT THE TIME (E.G., CEILING, TIMING, FACILITIES/
CONSTRUCTION GUIDANCE, ETC).

C. FY70 EQUIPMENT PROCUREMENT PROGRAM $ IMPACT
OF PROPOSED REDEPLOYMENTS CANNOT BE DETERMINED

PAGE 4 RUNHFMA0433 I 0 I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
PENDING COMPLETION OF LTI'S ON REDEPLOYED EQUIPMENT.

D. LAAM BN RETROGRADE a REDEPLOYMENT TO CONUS
PRESENTS NO LOGISTIC PROBLEMS.

E. FACILITY REQUIREMENTS in FACILITY SHORTFALL
ASSOCIATED WITH A SECOND REDEPLOYMENT INCREMENT CAN
BE DERIVED FROM PREVIOUS FMF PAC T-DAY AND ABRAMS PLAN
SUBMISSIONS BY ADJUSTMENT CONSONANT WITH THE PROPOSED
NEAR TERM TROOP LIST, WHICH ESSENTIALLY PROVIDES FOR
SAME UNIT STRENGTHS AS THOSE CONTAINED IN THE REVISED
MARCORS I-DAY PLAN. EARLY DECISION ON THE PROCEDURE
FOR FUNDING FACILITY REQUIREMENTS, INCLUDING USE OF
MAJOR PROCUREMENT FUNDS VICE MILCON FUNDS FOR
PURCHASE OF PRE-ENGINEERED STRUCTURES FOR TEMPORARY
BUILDINGS, IS DEEMED CRITICAL.

F. SEARCHLIGHT BATTERY RETROGRADE as IT IS PROPOSED
THAT THIS UNIT BE RETURNED TO CONUS IN A CADRE STATUS
FOR DEACTIVATION. PERSONNEL ASPECTS ARE CURRENTLY
UNDER STUDY AND WILL BE ADDRESSED SEPARATELY.

G. CADRE UNITS - WITH REGARD TO RECONSTITUTION OF
UNITS REDEPLOYED IN A CADRE STATUS, PRIORITY HAS BEEN

PAGE 2 un 4 PAGES
2012
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PAGE 5 RUHHFMA0433 I 0 C SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

ASSIGNED TO THE AMTRAC AND TANK BNS, IN THAT ORDER.
PERSONNEL SPACES TO SUPPORT THEIR RECONSTITUTION CAN
BE OBTAINED BY DRAWING DOWN ON OTHER REDEPLOYED
UNITS WITH STRENGTHS EXCEEDING THAT PROPOSED IN THE

NEAR TERM TROOP LIST. RECONSTITUTION OF ALL UNITS
REDEPLOYING IN A CADRE STATUS IS NOT FEASIBLE WITHIN
AN OKINAWA CEILING OF 23,052.

M. DEACTIVATION OF su NR 2. HQCO, 26TH MAR as REFERENCE

8 REQUESTED AUTHORITY TO DEACTIVATE CERTAIN 26TH MAR

(REAR) ELEMENTS ON OKINAWA AND PROPOSED DETAILS FOR
TRANSFER OF FLAG AND DISPOSITION OF PERSONNEL AND

EQUIPMENT. WHILE 9TH MAB WILL, FOR THE TIME BEING,
CONTINUE TO RETAIN ITS RESPONSI BILITIES IN CONNECTION
WITH THE SLF'S, PROPOSED DEACTIVATION OF SUB UNIT NR 2. WILL

NOT IMPACT ON THESE RESPONSIBILITIES. FMFPAC PLANNING

ENVISIONS THE SLF S BEING PROVIDED FROM 26TH MARINES
RESOURCES UNTIL 3D MARDIV IS REDEPLOYED FROM RVN. THEN

THE SLF'S WILL BE PROVIDED FROM 3D MARDIV RESOURCES

WITH THE ENTIRE 26TH MARINES BEING DEDICATED TO IN-

COUNTRY OPERATIONS.

PAGE 6 RUKHFMA0433 T 0 C End I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCE0

1. FIXED WING RETROGRADE a REVISED PLANNING FOR

PROPOSED SECOND REDEPLOYMENT INCREMENT PROVIDES

FOR REDEPLOYMENT OF A VMA CAW SQUADRON VICE THE VMA

SQUADRON ORIGINALLY PROPOSED.
do ROTARY WING RETROGRADE - WITHDRAWAL OF THREE

HMM'S (AND ONE HMK AND ONE VMO) WILL ALLOW TWO HMM S TO BE

DEDICATED TO ARG/SLF OPERATIONS AND PROVIDE REQUIRED

SUPPORT FOR REMAINING 3D MARDIV FORCES ON OKINAWA.
IN THE EVENT ONLY ONE ARG/SLF IS MAINTAINED AFLOAT,
ONE HMM WOULD BE REDEPLOYED TO HAWAII.

K. MACS LOCATION 9 THE REFINED NEAR TERM TROOP

LIST FOR OKINAWA/JAPAN, WITHIN AN OKINAWA CEILING OF

23,052, RETAINS THE ONE AVAILABLE MACS ON OKINAWA.

FURTHER STUDY IS REQUIRED TO DETERMINE A SUITABLE

LOCATION FOR A SECOND MACS IN WESTPAC, WHEN AVAILABLE

FROM RVN.
L. SQUADRON STRENGTH OF VMGR=152 ON OKINAWA

STILL UNDER STUDY, HOWEVER, ANTICIPATE INITIALLY THAT

A DET VMGR- 152 TO BE LOCATED AT IWAKUNI.
M. PROV MAG-39 STATUS a THE REVISED SECOND

PAGE 3 OF4 PAGES 20(3)
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PAGE 7 RUNHFMA0439 I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

0 P S RECRET = LIMDIS. SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO

FINAL SECTION OF 2
INCREMENT TR00P LIST PROVIDES FOR WITHDRAWAL OF PROV

MAG-39 TO OKINAWA WHERE IT WILL BE REDESIGNATED AS

1ST MAV (REAR). THROUGH A PERSONNEL MIXMASTER EFFORT

WITHIN 1ST MAW, THE REDEPLOYED UNIT WILL BE STAFFED

WITH PERSONNEL REQUIRED. BY THIS APPROACH, THE

REQUIREMENT CONTAINED IN REFERENCE C IS NO LONGER

VALID, SINCE THE DANGER OF LOSING SPACES FROM MACV
ACTION IS OBVIATED.

No OKINAWA TRANSIENT CENTER FACILITY - WHILE II IS

DESIRABLE TO RETAIN THE TRANSIENT CENTER IN PLACE AS
LONG AS POSSIBLE, IMPOSITION OF AN OKINAWA CEILING OF

23,052 WILL REQUIRE RELOCATION OF THIS ACTIVITY TO CONUS

TO AVOID A REDUCTION OF APPROXIMATELY 2,000 IN THE
REFINED NEAR TERM TROOP LIST FOR OKINAWA AND JAPAN.
3. (U) THE ENTHUSIASM AND PROFESSIONAL APPROACH OF

CONFEREES WAS SINCERELY APPRECIATED. WARM REGARDS.
UNQUOTE:
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NICt<FRZ();/tt,Akl'JE CORPS EYE~, C~LY/DELIVFR DURING WORKING IHJU,RS 
MIXMASTn~ (L> 
A. Cl"lC e9lo451Z ALC59 (15) 
E. F CNEC eN [1 HifEl. C ('L ~Gcn, 6-1 FMF'PAC, AND LICCL 
n-fC.M_lDI~. A~SI (,-1 lIi MAF. IF llt115H AUGIS9 
1. (T:'.;) RFF A AOOflf:: ~,EO rm UIPLCYMfNT t:F PUXl1A~;TERI 
F£Of?LCYMDH CiH!ERIA i( ANTICIPA!rn ftiA~E II 
Rf'D£PLOYIUNT. rtF [; Ri:.Q C GIl I MAF' C fNtHNls/ RE'COM-
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llfA T C G},: rAT P,EA 0 na>: S BE. pr~E.~rRVF' D F CR LN ITS REftl!A IN IN G 
:w VH1~A!'i. ANt LiU:r:: CC'liTITLfINf IP! PACeM RffEfNf.. 
THE FCR"!F.P. ffF'<:'IC::"O Li\I:'~ AR£ ALRfADY In CCf1!,lAl' wITH 
THE HlfMY At,;n THF LA'l'TF.n lNI"L,~ Ml:~:'r t~ RfADY F'ef? 
CCt'!MU:V;'\T IIVMfDIA:£LY LPi::N P.fAC~I~G Wr(~~PAC DF~,TISAnCN. 
IH ORDER Te t,ArtFAP: L~,ln r,'TFGRHV. UILY MlhlMAL 
Ll\IX(I!ASTfRr',f CAt~ r:r D~'\f 'r~ l:NITS Rr:r;AllHI\(~ IN \J'IFTt~AM 
CR REDf Pi. ::VIN r 1 C ~;: Sf PAC DF:3! INA,. HJ; S. 'tHIS IS 
T~Ul: t.J,!.'nr:~ !1TF~R ~I1't;AHCt· r1EYiI:::NfD Itl RtF A. 
w-<lLE TH!:: C:M~;:AND Det:. }:Ol' PAVL RrAnV ACCF~S TC 
lNDIVIDlAL PFR';C~,,7l RtiATlcr; rACTeR:;' F::-R PARtlCULAR 
nc;'ntf''''_' :-f!" ~I'''-' 11' It: :."'1" 'CC~'''ID''R\'"' 'I't2AT y .... f'}r.. TtJAN. rl:n ...... u~J ~r .. ,~t. t.. \~li.J;tl '1't1>.,. ,f' t..tJ ~n ~',.,n ... n 
TfN ' PE R; EiH ~ A Vi 11 C CLLD bE [>!IXj.¥lA:~rr REI> AN n sr ILL 
f!)\INTAV, tNt! I!X!EtRil Y. niI~ I:': IN CCNSID~RATl eN 
WAT NCm-tAL ~CrAH~}, 1.:: PECCETOIf.G ACCCRDINGLY 11::£ 
rut: ;~M~E TIMF'. 
2. (T'::)ADMI:d;.,l~AIIVE fR\:rELEMS t\1H;HiMH TO RE­

IEPlCYMFT ;:r LiHT:': TL EA;;TPAC A~IO Rrt,CLTANT IN·' 
r:x I1APILlT Ir:. (f ! "J.,P, LEN GTH AN 0 REC (;GdZED. 
~(lw£vrt1. I"LIX~~,:TF BItH~ iF J>rCPLE A~Hj THF MAUlTENA,NC£ 
fF CtMBAT ~EADI;'~r ::5 P.i tHf.. SA~Ei l!':E. 4RF INCCMPJU-
IBILlTH: .• r.r I". 2fLUVfO ~FCEL2I\RY-T~Ar CERTAIN 
l..:E::UItAf!IllTY nr P.FC:rNIZ:D A;\D ACCEPTED. 
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0 1 303352 ZYH
FM CG III MAF
10 C C
ZEM
ICPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKFRSON/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY/DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
MIXMASTER (L)
A. CMC 2914512 AL 069 (IS)
B. F CNEC CN BETWEEN COL WOOD, G-1 FMF PAC, AND LTCOL
THOMAIDIS ASST t-1 111 MAF, IF 111115H AUG69
1. (TO) RFF A ADDRESSED THE EMPLOYMENT OF MIXMASTER/
REDEPLOYMENT CRITERIA TC ANTICIPATED PHASE II
REDEPLOYMENT. PEF 5 REQ CC III MAF COMMENTS/REC OM-
MENDATION CN THIS SUBJ IT IS CONSIDERED NECESSARY
THAT COMPAT READINESS BE PRESERVED FOR UNITS REMAINING
IN VIETNAM, AND UNIT: CONSTITLTING THE PAC CM RESERVE.
THE FORMER MENTIONED UNITS ARE ALREADY IN COMPAT WITH
THE ENEMY AND THE LATTER UNITS MUST BY READY F CR
COMMITMENT IMMEDIATELY UPON REACHING WEST PAC DESTINATION.
IN ORDER TC MAINTAIR UNIT INTEGRITY, CLLY MINIMAL
MIXMASTERING CAN RE DONE TO UNITS REMAINING IN VIETNAM
OR REDE PLEYING IC WESTPAC DESTINATIONS. THIS IS
TRUE UNDER !ITEER : ITUATION MENTIONED IN REF A.
WHILE THIS COMMAND DOES NOT HAVE READY ACCESS TO
INDIVIDUAL PERMONEL ROTATION FACTORS FOR PARTICULAR
PERIODS IF TIKE, IT IS NOT CONSIDERED THAT MORE THAN
TEN PERCENT iF A LNI COLLD BE MIXMASTERED AND STILL
MAINTAIN UNIT INTECRITY. THIS IS IN CONSIDERATION
THAT NORMAL ROTATION IS PROCEEDING ACCORDINGLY AT
THE SAME TIME.
2. (T ) ADMINISTRATIVE PROBLEMS ATTENDANT TO RE-
DEPLOYMENT OF UNITS IC EASTPAC AND RESULTANT IN
EDUITAPILITIES OF TCLR LENGTH AND RECOGNIZED.

HOWEVER MIXMA ITF HING OF PE OPLE AND THE MAINTENANCE
OF COMBAT PEADINFS AI THE SAME TIME ARE INCOMPAT-
IBILITIES. IT I RELIEVED NECESSARY THAT CERTAIN
INECUTIABILITY RI RECOMNIZED AND ACCEPTED.
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DCG AIR
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FOR
Has #34
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Cy
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CORDS
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ECRET
RAMHAFA1229 2220230-SSSS--RUM AF .

ZNY SSSSS
P 1002302 AUG 69 ZFF-1
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHGSAF/COMSEVENIHFLI
BT
SSECRET
OPCON OF SLF HELO SOONS (U)

attachedJUL 69Ao MY 23052 23 05282
attachedB. CONSEVENTHFLT 3000422 JUL 69

VADM BRINGLE FROM LIGEN NICKERSONPERSONAL
(S) REF A DISCUSSED A RECOMMENDATION MADE BY A RECENT30

BOARD CONVENED BY THIS HQS TO EXAMINE THE UTILIZATION, COMMAND
AND CONTROL OF MARINE CORPS HELICOPTER ASSETS IN III MAF IO THE
EFFECT THAT THE HMM ORGANIC TO AN SLF BE SIMULTANEOUSLY CHOPPED
TO 1ST MAW WHEN THE SLF BLT OPERATES ASHORE UNDER OPCON OF ONE OF
THE MARINE DIVISIONS. REF B INDICATES YOUR NONCONCURRENCE.
20 (S) I CERTAINLY AGREE WITH THE COMMENTS CONTAINED IN
REFERENCE B CONCERNING THE ADVANTAGES OF THE LPH AS A SECURE MOBILE
BASE WITH ITS INHERENT MAINIENANCE/REPAIR EXPERIISE AND SUPPLY
SUPPORT. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAI THE RECOMMENDATION CONTAINED IN
REFERENCE A ENVISIONS THE CONTINUED OPERATION OF THE KMM FROM THE

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 1229 SECRET
LPH, RATHER THAN ASHORE, BUT UNDER THE OPCON OF THE FMAW.
30 (S) THE PRINCIPAL REASON FOR THE RECOMMENDATION IS THE
SHORTAGE OF MARINE HELO ASSETS IN III. MAF; IT DOES NOT APPEAR
THAT THERE WILL BE ANY RELIEF IN THIS REGARD IN THE NEAR FUTURE,
IN FACT, AVAILABILITY WILL DETERIORATE EVEN FURTHER. MY DESIRE
IS. THEREFORE, TO INSURE MAXIMUM HELO AVAILABITY FOR THE CONDUCT
OF MILITARY OPERATIONS IN I CORPS.
40 (S) IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST EFFICIENT UTILIZATION OF
ALL ASSETS, AND TO EQUALIZE THE SUPPORT PROVIDED TO ALL MARINE
MANEUVER BATTALIONS, CENTRALIZED MANAGEMENT OF ALL AVAILABLE
RESOURCES IS NECESSARY. CENTRALIZED ALLOCATION AND CONTROL OF
ALL HELO ASSETS BY THE FMAW, THROUGH THE IADC, WOULD INSURE IMAT
AN SLF BATTALION OPERATING ASHORE UNDER OPCON OF A DIVISON
WOULD RECEIVE NECESSARY HELO SUPPORT AND, AI THE SAME TIME, THAT
HELO ASSETS ARE UTILIZED EFFICIENTLY FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF
III MAF'S OVERALL MISSION.
So (S) II UHOLEHEARTEDLY CONCUR IN THE NECESSITY TO MAINTAIN
THE READINESS POSTURE OF THE NAVY-MARINE TEAM FOR AMPHIBIOUS
OPERATIONS IN VIETNAM. HOWEVER, I 00 NOT BELIEVE THAT THE PROPOSAL
CONTAINED IN REFERENCE A WOULD DETRACT FROM REQUIRED READINESS.

PAGE 3 RHMMFFA 1229 SECRET
ON THE CONTRARY IT WOULD ENHANCE THAT READINESS THROUGH MORE
EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT AND MORE SIMPLIFIED COMMAND AND CONTROL
PROCEDURES.
RECONSIDERATION OF YOUR POSITION IS REQUESTED.
WARM REGARDS. LIGEN NICKERSON.
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PITCHYUN
ZNY GCCCC
Co 1012122 AUG 69
FM CG XII MAF
TO FMFPAC
BT
C 0 12, & is E N I F A L/FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
Be CHAPPY DEPARTED XEX MAP HAS AS ARE MEADING YOUR WAY
ON SCHEDILE AFTER TIMES BUSY DAYS IN % CORPS
20 VISIT WAS HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL AS EVADENCED M HES MSG
BACK TO ME 5P.OM CLARK AF3 TIRS MORNING IN UHICH NE
STATED THAT HE WAS MOST IMPRESSED WITH ALL US DESERVED
IN ALL UNITS KN 20180 HE SAXP HE BELIEVES WE ARE IN A
DOMINANT POSTURE AUD HAVING VIEWED THE QUORE CAN 100

UNQUOTE SPIRET THE COMMAND ME is SURE THAT
IN TIME A SUCCESSFUL CONCLISION in THIS IS
INEVITABLE. NE ALSO REINERAKED HES PLEASURE OVER THE
FIRM GRASP THE COMMAND HAS 0F THE SERVATION HERE.
3. THE ITINERARY AS SUBMITTED VIA YOUR HAS WAS CARRIED
OUT WITHOUT MITCH. ALL BRIEFINGS WERE WELL RECEIVED
BY CMC.
do FOLLOWING QUESTION WAS ASKED BY DAVE LAME UPE

PAGE TWO C 0 N X D E N I A FOR LIGEN BUSE
CORRESPONDENT AT CHC°S PRESS CONFERENCE AND CMO'S ANSWERS
QUESTIONS QUOTE you MENTRON, GENERAL, THAT WATH
THE EMPROVEMENT OF ARE ARUN AND AS ENTERSENTED
PACIFICATION COMMINIES THE ENEMY MON'T HAVE MANY
OPTIONS LEFT TO HIM. HE WILL HAVE TO DO SOMEYMING.
MILITARELY SPEAKING, WHAT WOULD THESE OPTIONS BE
THAT ME PRESUMABLY WOULD HAVE, AS ONE ARVN IMPROVES
AND PACIFICATION BECOMES MORE FAVORABLE TO THEM?
UNGUOTE
ANSWER: QUOTE WELL, HE COULD RETIRE AND MART FOR
A BETTER DAY, OR HE COULD LAUNCH ALL OUT MAIN
FORCE ATTACKS IN AN EFFORT TO CREATE DEATH, CHARE,
DESTRUCTION, A FINAL DESERMINATION ON THE PARK OF
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO WETHDRAW OUR SUPPORT OF THE
WAR JUST SOME KIND OF PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY IN

XTHE UNITED STATES THAT ME OBTAINED IN TET GB.
THINK THAT WOULD BE HIS ONLY OPTION AT THAT
POINT. OBVIOUSLY, HE CAN'T WEN ANY KIND OF A
CONVENTIONAL MILITARY VICTORY UNQUOTE. 24 WOULD
INTERPRET CHAPPY'S COMMENT TO MEAN THAT THE DEXT
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PAGE THREE RMNMAPA1502 C 0 SV N 2 A ROPFOR LYGEN BUSE
MOVE IS UP TO THE ENEMY.
S. Aid EN ALLO I WOULD SAY THAT THE VISIT WAS
SUCCESSFUL AND WILL STAND CHAPPY IN GOOD STEAK
IN HIS DAILY BATTLES IN WASHINGTON.
GP-A
BT
1502
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o CIS OM 

I SIS "t WII 
8-1 
0-2 
8-1 
8-4 
8-5 
8-1 

AD" 
CAP 

CORDS 
EMBITRANS 

ENOR 

Has CO 
INSP 

" MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 
PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 
sac 

DECLASSIFIED 

mMAF FORM5216(REV3-68) 
FROM DATE 

11 AUG 69 LTGEN NICKERSON 
SERIAL#lCONTROL DATE 1,2,3, 

o 1¢1445Z 4 COpy ... OF COPIES RECD 

INITIAL, S~B"lCc R 
/ E T EYES ONL. Y 

,/~ VlfEMARICS 
/"LL ~/ 
l~ HAS BEEN SENT 

lJf 

RECEIVED 
~. 

AQ) SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
MARINE AMR IBIOUS FOR

to

SECRET IIIMAF FORM52I6(REV3-68)
OPERATION CODE DATEFROM

11 AUG 69LTGEN NICKERSONX-ORIGINATOR
A-ACTION/ COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEc-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
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- ..... tr·'TiJ14t.!:;>'- I.. r n 

FM LTSEN NIGKSRSON CG III .'1.qF 
TO MGEN TOW~SENQ COFS ~ACV 
INFO MGEN ZAIS CG'X~)V CORPS 
MGEN JONES CG THIRD MARDIV 
ZE~1 

SEC RET EYES ONLY 
REF: PHB 1539 EYES ONLY DTG 100347Z AUG 69 -

... 

1. I STRO~GLY ENDORSE THE INTELLIGENCE EVALUATION AND REQUEST FOR 
ARC LIGHT TARGETS CONTAINED IN REF, IN THE PRIORITY AS STIPULATED 
BY PARA 6 OF REF. LT. GEN NICKERSON. 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER TO ACTION ADDRESSEE IMMEDIATELY. 

DELIVER TO INFO ADDRESSEES EARLIEST DUTY HOURS. 
GP-4 
122 

DECLASSIFIED 
~ o(/! 
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0 1014456 LIn
FM LTGEN NICKERSON CG III MAF
TO MGEN TOWNSEND COFS MACV
INFO MGEN ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
MGEN JONES CG THIRD MARDIV
ZEM
S ECRET EYES ONLY
REF: PHB 1539 EYES ONLY DTG 100347Z AUG 69
1. I STRONGLY ENDORSE THE INTELLIGENCE EVALUATION AND REQUEST FOR
ARC LIGHT TARGETS CONTAINED IN REF, IN THE PRIORITY AS STIPULATED
BY PARA 6 OF REF. LT GEN NICKERSON.
SSO NOTE: DELIVER TO ACTION ADDRESSEE IMMEDIATELY.

DELIVER TO INFO ADDRESSEES EARLIEST DUTY HOURS.
GP-4
122
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Fi1 CG I II MAF 
TO CG F:1F PAC 
INFO CG F~F PAC (FWD) 
Z Ei1 '" '., 
SEC RET EYES ONLY 
PER 50N!~L FOR GE NER/\L bUSE fR0ill LTGE M NI CKERSO ~ 1 NFO G EN G ARRET50N 
FOR PASS TO CitlC 
1. THE F'OLLmn NG IS TEXT OF PER SONAL MESSAG E RECE IVED FROfl'l LTGEN 
ZAIS CONCERNING THIRD ivJARINE REGH1ENT ACTION SOUTH OF Df,fz. 
o 10145~Z ZYH ZFF-3 
FM LTG Z4IS CG XXIV CORPS 
TO GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV 
INFO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
Zf1 
SEC RET PHB 1543 EYES ONLY 
1. REFERENC£ OUR CO~VERSTAION AT 101843H AUGUST 1969, CHRONOLOGY 
OF' EVENTS IN 3D REGH~ENT, 3D MARINE DIVISION IS ,~S FOLLO\JjS: 

A.AI 092200, THE 15T PL/UOO[v, E/'2-3 i~{1RINES (REINFORCED) 'lJAS 
IN NDP 14 KW NORTH OF VANDERGRIFT CB WHEN FOUR NVA BEGAN FIRING 
SMALL ARMS AT LP. THE LP ~ETURNED FIRE AND THREW GRENADES. NVA 
WITHDREW. SHORTLY AFTER, THE PLATOON PERIMETER WAS ATTACKED BY 
IJ NVA TH~OWING SATCHEL CHARGES AND GRENAD£S AND SUPPORTED BY MACd­
INE GUNS AND SMALL.AR~S FIRE. PLATOON RErORNED FIRE AND ENE~Y 
BROKE CONTACT. 

B. AT 100415i-!, Tf-IE 3D PLATOON, E/2-3 [·jARUJES (REHiFORCED) U:~S 
IN NDP W~EN A USEN ~SSAULTED FROM THE NORTH FOLLOWED BY ASSAULT FROM 
ALL SIDES. ENEMY PE[~ETRATED POSITION E['1IPLOYING GRENADES, S~lALL ARi1S 
FIRE AND SATCHEL CHARGES. THE PLATOON FIRED ARTILLERY AND AN AG dAS 
ON STATION. BY 0615, ENEMY WAS REPULSED, FLED TO NE AND PLATOON 
JiESTO;iED PERH1ETER. 17 tWA KIA FOUND INSIDE PERH4ETER. 

c . . ~T HHlJS15H AUGUST, THE 1ST PLATOON E/2~-3 MARINES t~AS AGAIN 
ATTACKED BY AN USEF FROM THE WEST EMPLOYING GRENADES, SAF, SATCHEL 
CHARGES AND [YlORT ARS. ARTILLERY AND AIR _ SUPPORT i'lERE EMPLOYED AND 
. "0 ( ) "OV~D TO ~'~I ·-"'O~C~ 1 '-'T PL '~'OO'l -.l··'''Y ·uo,-- CC"T 'c·r ilT 1:. I.,; - ,'/ 1:.. • • .:!. Ni' :-{ l!..::> ,·,1':\. l:!.l~~.lO' t,,\ ·I\l!. ·i\,. ri·; ::t / 1/1 
0755. u. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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0 1051500 LIM
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMF PAC
INFO CG FMF PAC (FWD)
ZEM
SBECRETEES ONLY
PERSONAL FOR GENERAL BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON INFO GEN GARRETSON
FOR PASS TO CMC
1. THE FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF PERSONAL MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM LIGEN
ZAIS CONCERNING THIRD MARINE REGIMENT ACTION SOUTH OF DMZ.
0 101452Z ZYH ZFF-3
FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
TO GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV
INFO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZM
SECRE T PHB 1543 EYES ONLY
1. REFERENCE OUR CONVERSTAION AT 101348H AUGUST 1969, CHRONOLOGY
OF EVENTS IN 3D REGIMENT, 3D MARINE DIVISION IS AS FOLLOWS:

A. AT 092200, THE 1ST PLATOON, E/2-3 MARINES (REINFORCED) WAS
IN NDP 14 KM NORTH OF VANDERGRIFT CB WHEN FOUR NVA BEGAN FIRING
SMALL ARMS AT LP. THE LP RETURNED FIRE AND THREW GRENADES. NVA
WITHDREW. SHORTLY AFTER, THE PLATOON PERIMETER WAS ATTACKED BY
10 NVA THROWING SATCHEL CHARGES AND GRENADES AND SUPPORTED BY MACH-
INE GUNS AND SMALL ARMS FIRE. PLATOON RETURNED FIRE AND ENEMY
BROKE CONTACT.

B. AT 100415H, THE 3D PLATOON, E/2-3 MARINES (REINFORCED) WAS
IN NDP WHEN A USEN ASSAULTED FROM THE NORTH FOLLOWED BY ASSAULT FROM
ALL SIDES. ENEMY PENETRATED POSITION EMPLOYING GRENADES, SMALL ARMS
FIRE AND SATCHEL CHARGES. THE PLATOON FIRED ARTILLERY AND AN AO WAS
ON STATION. BY 0615, ENEMY WAS REPULSED, FLED TO NE AND PLATOON
RESTORED PERIMETER. 17 NVA KIA FOUND INSIDE PERIMETER.

C. AT 100515H AUGUST, THE 1 ST PLATOON E/2-3 MARINES WAS AGAIN
ATTACKED BY AN USEF FROM THE WEST EMPLOYING GRENADES, SAF, SATCHEL
CHARGES AND MORTARS. ARTILLERY AND AIR SUPPORT WERE EMPLOYED AND
E 00 (-) MOVED TO REINFORCE 1ST PLATOON. ENEMY BROKE CONTACT AT

2/1/170755.
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------- - - - - ----- --- -- ---.. ---- ------------- --- .-
D. !IT L312:?3M '~:..rGUST 0969, :~EDE.Vf~C AND KE:H;r~ORCr!::Z;_nS ;<'2G" J~/1-3 

MARIN~S WE~E UNAELE TO LAND VICINITY 3D PLATOON DeE TO 82M~ ~ORT~R 
FIRE. (Z WAS SHIFTED TO XD945622 AND REINFORCEMENTS CLOSED AT 
12i14451-1 AUGUST. 

E. MEDEVAC CONTINUED FOR ALL UNITS THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND WAS 
COf'IPLETED AT 1211930 AUGUST. 

F. FRI£NDLY CASUALTIES FOLLOlIJ: E: Co, 3D f'lARINES, II KIA, 39 UU\; 
2/3 MARINES 81 MORTA~ 3~CTION, 7 KIA, ~7 WIA~ A CO 1/3 MARINES, 1 
KIA, 5 I'JL'\ (rRO~l filORTAR FIiil!; ON LZ). TOT.~L 19 KIA, 710 l!}!tl. 

G. FRIENDLY ELEN!!:rJTS H,',:VZ ~JlTiDrtAV}N AS FOLLOHS: 1ST AiuD 2D PLA-
TOQN;ANDCP, E co NOW AT XD944613; 3D PLATOON, E co, AND 1ST AND 
~D PtATOON A CO, XD940613; H co MOVING INTO AREA Nnw TO REINFORCE. 
THE ~D ~EGI~ENT PLANS TO MOVE E CO OUT OF THE FIELD BY AIR IN T~E I 

["10RNll~G IF POSSIBLE. .~ CO \:JILL OPZRATE IN ,''10 NEAR LZ SIERRA TO:10RRO\{. 
F co IS 5 K~ TJ SOUTH AND REMAINI~G IN PoSITIO~. H Co WILL MOVE TO 
JOIN A CO IN THE A~. 

H. EN£HY fORCES ESTIMATED TO BE BETWEE~ 2 CO~PANIiS AND 1 BAT-
. TALIOt'] SIZE. 

2. IN ESSE:[~C£ ThIO REII~ronCED PUnOerJ5 Or \'lP8INES v.iERE STR;;Cj{ EY A 
;~UNEH ICALL Y SUPERIOn FO:1GE.· LiE ,:l-h;U [~ES_. \!JZRE NOT SURP-iU SEl). T jiEY 
FC:JG:-IT 'n.1.1 ;;:TLY 6Tr S~ rFEr~tD :t!IJ[··:Y C:\SU!\L T I '£~:;~ ~'jE DO NiH HiWE p, 
FULL COTH or 2:;,E;\Y c~.,:,v. T~:::: -<i:\L STORY H:~S .;OT l'ET':::'':::::\~ SC:HEC 
OUI Bur IT IS OovIOJS T:lH ~" :;GG1~3SI·IIS. E~,:E:.f 13 0JILCI'i3 U? :</( 7 
JUST SO;JTH Or THE'D['ll. ~- .. ~ 

~ / /'2. I 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

D. AT 131200H AUGUST 0969, MEDEVAC AND REINFORCEMENTS FROM A/1-3
MARINES WERE UNABLE TO LAND VICINITY 3D PLATOON DUE TO 82MM MORTAR
FIRE. LZ WAS SHIFTED TO XD945622 AND REINFORCEMENTS CLOSED AT
101445H AUGUST.

E. MEDEVAC CONTINUED FOR ALL UNITS THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND WAS
COMPLETED AT 101930 AUGUST.

F. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES FOLLOW: E CO, 3D MARINES, 11 KIA, 39 WIA;
2/3 MARINES 81 MORTAR SECTION, 7 KIA, 27 WIA. A CO 1/3 MARINES, 1

KIA, 5 WIA (FROM MORTAR FIRE ON LZ). TOTAL 19 KIA, 70 WIA.
G. FRIENDLY ELEMENTS HAVE WITHDRAWN AS FOLLOWS: 1ST AND 2D PLA-

TOON AND CP, E CO NOW AT XD944613; 3D PLATOON, E CO, AND ST AND
2D PLATOON A CO, XD940613; H C O MOVING INTO AREA NOW TO REINFORCE.
THE 3D REGIMENT PLANS TO MOVE [ Co OUT OF THE FIELD BY AIR IN THE
MORNING IF POSSIBLE. A CO WILL OPZRATE IN AO NEAR LZ SIERRA TOMORROW.
F CO IS 5 KM TO SOUTH AND REMAINING IN POSITION. H CO WILL MOVE TO
JOIN A CO IN THE AM.

H. ENEMY FORCES ESTIMATED TO BE BETWEEN 2 COMPANIES AND 1 BAT-
TALION SIZE.
2. IN ESSENCE TWO REINFORCED PLATOONS OF MARINES WERE STRUCK BY A

NUMERICALLY SUPERIOR FORCE. THE MARINES WERE NOT SURPRISED. THEY
FOUGHT VALIANTLY BUT SUFFERED MANY CASUALTIES. WE DO NOT HAVE A
FULL COUNT OF ENEMY DEAD. THE REAL STORY HAS NOT YET-SEEN SORTED
OUT BUT IT IS OBVIOUS THAT AN AGGRESSIVE ENEMY IS BUILDING UP

21(2)JUST SOUTH OF THE DMZ.

2/12/
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~. CONCt: l':rR ~,rION OF iNE:MY FOqC~S NO'4 D ICT ~TE S~EGROUPI :'~G ". \u :1£- . 
DISPOSITION C)F F:11L~;)LY ~ORCE.S l:HO Cej"JPM-:Y Ie LATT~LIC; SIZE !':}.~;-
EUVER ELEMENTS. BY paEVlcDs ~CTION I HAD REQ][STED ARC LIGHT STRIKES 
TOSUPPOitT 3D NAiUNES IN VIEiil OF' RECENT J(NOHLEDGE OF ENE:\iY BUILD UP. 
THIS ~EQUEST IS CONSIDERED TO BE EVEN MORE VALID AT THIS TIN~ • 

. 4. I BELIEViI FO;:{CES AVAILABU': .4iiE ItlORE THAN C!-\P·~BLE OF HANDLIl~G THE 
SITU~TION; HOJEVER, I HAVE ALERTED THE 1015T AIRBORNE DIVISION Ie 
PROVIDE A BRIGADE IN THE EVENT IT SHOULD BE REQUIRED. 

2. R£f}UEST HAS BEEN SUBMITTED FOR FOUR ARC LIGHT STRIKES SOUTH 0F' Df'r.Z 
AWD FOUR ~ITHIN DMZ. LATTER MUST 6E ,APPROVED BY JCS A~D TEL£CO~ WITH 
GENERAL ~BRAMS INDICATES HE IS SUPPORTING THIS REQUEST. 
3. ADDITIONAL INFO HAS BEEN REQUESTED FRO~ XXIV CORPS CONCERNING 
TACTICS, FIREPO~ER EMPLOYED, WEATHER CONDITIO~S.THRCUGHOUT PERIOD ETC. 
I WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED. 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IM~£DIATELY 
750 
cP...!tf 

( 

NNNN 

MAS BEEN SEN'j 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3. CONCENTRATION OF ENEMY FORCES NOW DICTATES REGROUPING AND RE-
DISPOSITION OF FRIENDLY FORCES INTO COMPANY TO BATTALICN SIZE MAN-
EUVER ELEMENTS. BY PREVIOUS ACTION I HAD REQUESTED ARC LIGHT STRIKES
TO SUPPORT 3D MARINES IN VIEW OF RECENT KNOWLEDGE OF ENEMY BUILD UP.
THIS REQUEST IS CONSIDERED TO BE EVEN MORE VALID AT THIS TIME.
4. I BELIEVE FORCES AVAILABLE ARE MORE THAN CAPABLE OF HANDLING THE
SITUATION; HOWEVER, I HAVE ALERTED THE 191ST AIRBORNE DIVISION TC
PROVIDE A BRIGADE IN THE EVENT IT SHOULD BE REQUIRED.

2. REQUEST HAS BEEN SUBMITTED FOR FOUR ARC LIGHT STRIKES SOUTH OF DMZ
AND FOUR WITHIN DMZ. LATTER MUST BE APPROVED BY JCS AND TELECOM WITH
GENERAL ABRAMS INDICATES HE IS SUPPORTING THIS REQUEST.
3. ADDITIONAL INFO HAS BEEM REQUESTED FROM XXIV CORPS CONCERNING
TACTICS, FIREPOWER EMPLOYED, WEATHER CONDITIONS THROUGHOUT PERIOD ETC.
I WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED.
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
750
CP-4

Bing
13

NONN

HAS BEEN SENT
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CG REMARKS (f) DCG ~ 
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DCG AIR 
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DCIS 
j 
'-._----

DC/S OM J -y-- 7. )(/// 
-
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G-I -I 
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G-3 
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G-!5 ----
G-6 

ADJ .-
CAP 

CHAP .-
COMP 

CORDS 
---f-._- --DENT 
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-l--. -t=-ENGR 
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. FOODS --.-.----

H8SCO I ._-. -_.- r------t--.-.. ---
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ISO 

- --
LEGAL - -- .----

MTO 
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MED 

OPANAL 
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ORO 

PMO 
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POSTAL 
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REPRO 

SPL SERV 

SUPPLY 

sac 
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DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV 3-68)
OPERATION CODE DATEFROM

X- ORIGINATOR
GG XEE MAF 11AUG69A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE
I- INFORMATION 1,2,3Z 1101312 AUG 69 OF 4 COPIES RECOS-SIGNATURE COPYN

SUBJECTDATESECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL
READDRESSAL OF ce 3RD MAR DIV 1015058 AUG 69IN OUT

CG REMARKS
/DCG

DCG AIR

I.2 C/S

HIS BIN smithDC/S

DC/S DM

8/11I 128S/S

G-1

G-2
G-3

G-4
G-5

G-6
ADJ
CAP
CHAP
COMP
CORDS
DENT

EMB/TRANS

ENGR
FOODS
H8S CO
INSP

ISO

LEGAL
MTO
MED

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO

PSYOPS
REPRO

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
sac

(22)(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE
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z-tU131 Z lY:-1 
I'M CG I II l'LJ, F 
TO CG Ff.1FP:4C 
CG Ff>lFPAC (FiiD) 
ZE[>1 ".. ~ 

U.~CLi~S £ F I 0 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
~r _ '--I.. ," 

CG FMFPAC (FWD) ~ELIV[R 10 GEN CHAP~AN 

• 

FOR GEN CHAPMAN AW0 LIGEN BJSt FRO~ LIGEN NICKERSO~ 
1. THE FOLLOWING ~SG IS QUOIEJ ¥OR YOUR IWFOR~AIION: 

o 101505Z 
F~ CG THIRD MA~DIV 
TO (.;8 X)\IV COiiPS 
INFO CG III MAr 
ZEM 
UNCL.~S E YE;S ONL Y 
MGEW JO~[S SENDS FOR LTGEN ZArs INFO LIGEN NICKERSON 
1. T~E FOLLO~ING MEMO FO~ THE RECORD SUBMITTED BY MY ISO OFFICER 
LTCOL DONALD J. GARH~TT, WHO ~AS PRESENT DURI~G THE TIME I SPENT 
THIS DATE WITH ~R. DAVID LAMB UNITED PRESS I~TER~ATIONAL IS AN 
ACCURATE RECORD AND IS SUB~ITTED FOR YOuR INFORMATION. 
QUOTE 
~EMORANDUM FOR THE ~ECCRD 

AT 1400 THIS DATE THE COM~ANDING GE~ERAL, 3RD ~A~lNE DIVI­
SION GRA;nED I\i'J HJTE;~VIEi;] TO [ljR. DAVID L.~;·18 OF lJrHTED PRESS INTER­
NATIO~AL. THE INTE~VIEW TOOK PLACE IN THE OFFICE OF' T~E c. G. AT 
DONG HA COMBAT BASEl RVN. 

'DWUiliG THE It\!Tt.RVli!:\tJ TtlE C. G. DISCUSSED ~}ITH NR. LAf";B LiE 
P,1ESEiH ~REA OF OPERHIONS OF HIE DIVISION ;.\fIiD THE TYPE OF' Pi/O­
rECTIVE RE~CTION TACTICS PRESENTLY BEING E~PLOYED ~y THE DIVISION. 
THE c. G. STRESS~D I~E INPORTAWCE OF PREVE~TING THE RE£WTRY OF THE 
VC q/iONG T:iL PQPUL:'\C£:, Ci.:TTL:G (;rf LiE Ii\FILT.~.;T'lO" ;;{O~TES JF T~E 
NVA,,!-\S ,':c.L~~.:\~~ 5~,·!.:C,~I~~~ O~T '/_ I~J,I',JG :~.r,J SESr?CYLG 'i:n C),eHE :.<.:Jji) 
wHlt.;j-{ ;tj.,I.Y DJ:!. J:!..JI,wLI:::dt..J c'Y T.,.:. L,~t..·l'I. _. ( 
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Z 112131Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
CG FMFPAC(FWD)
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0
CG FMFPAC (FWD) DELIVER TO GEN CHAPMAN
FOR GEN CHAPMAN AND LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

0 101505Z
FM CG THIRD MARDIV
TO CG XXIV CORPS
INFO CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS EYES ONLY
MGEN JONES SENDS FOR LIGEN ZAIS INFO LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MEMO FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED BY MY ISO OFFICER
LTCOL DONALD J. GARRETT, WHO WAS PRESENT DURING THE TIME I SPENT
THIS DATE WITH MR. DAVID LAMB UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL IS AN
ACCURATE RECORD AND IS SUBMITTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
QUOTE
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

AT 1400 THIS DATE THE COMMANDING GENERAL, 3RD MARINE DIVI-
SION GRANTED AN INTERVIEW TO MR. DAVID LAMB OF UNITED PRESS INTER-
NATIONAL. THE INTERVIEW TOOK PLACE IN THE OFFICE OF THE C. G. AT
DONG HA COMBAT BASE. RVN.

DURING THE INTERVIEW THE C. G. DISCUSSED WITH MR. LAMB THE
PRESENT AREA OF OPERATIONS OF THE DIVISION AND THE TYPE OF PRO-
TECTIVE REACTION TACTICS PRESENTLY BEING EMPLOYED BY THE DIVISION.
THE C. G. STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF PREVENTING THE REENTRY OF THE
VC AMONG THE POPULACE, CUTTING OFF THE INFILIRATION ROUTES OF THE
NVA AS WELL AS SEARCHING OUT, FINDING AND DESTROYING ANY CACHE

22/17WHICH MAY BE ESTABLISHED BY THE ENEAY.

22/1)

DECLASSIFIED
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\'!.'1c.;i~U:£.3TrO.~LU':')' :::-~. Lf:.lc. -';CI\viq,,!I!',·G Trie. u~c: or OPE.K.C\.Tlrl;,·~L 
Nl~i'!LS (.'i,,'l.'1c..LJ OPc..~.,::rrOt;S) Ttf;: C. G. 1£PLIEu Id!\T T;it.?l!. l';E:iS l~O OfF­
ENSIVE TYPl::. OPc..iATIONS, lt~ THi (.;Li4SSICAL SE;JSE, Ui\lDERlJJAY BUT THi\T 
ftOPEriATIO~AL NAMES ft 

~ERE USED FO~ EASY INDE~TIrIC~TION OF THE T~C­
TICAL AREAS OF RESPO~SIBILITY. 

THE INTERVIEW LASTED APPROXIMATELY 45 MINGTES DURING WHICH THE 
C. G. BdIEFLY I~EiHIOII)ED {H~ ATTACK BY NV(~ FORe!!. l'\GAIr~ST A PL .. HOON OF 
EIE 3RD i·jA:-1HJZS ~'J!-nGi-i OCCUi1RED BEFORE DAYI3REP.K THIS DATE. FOLLOI.lj!NG 
LiE C. G. CONDUCTED [.J,-1. LANEi Oi~ .t\ TOUR of .~ FORT IOi~ OF THE AO. 
THIS TOUi INCLUDED :1 VISIT TO ELLIOTT FIRE SUPPORT 13.~SE ~JHEf1E T:fE 
C. G. 1\dD ,·Fi. L.AM13 l:JEi/E BRIEFED BY THE [(EGn.iEMT~L con;',11HmER. PH HiMI IL Y "';" 
THIS B!1I~F'II'JG CO\'J;;)ISTED OF lH~(/:Hj HWOR['jATIO~: CCiI1CE?lH:G T~E ATTACKS 
AG~IJst TWO PL~TOO~S Of THE 2D EN., 3D ~~RINES UHIC~ OCC~H2ED I~ 
THe: £ARLY i10;?NIi~G :"lOU;=(S EllS DATE. THE CO, 3D i;i;H?n;~S \'::iEt\ 9L'~3I-
IO;I)£D AS TO tJ:{Y FIESE PL.HOOrJS \'!:~RE LOC/\TED ','r:JeRE TiiEY ~fE:?E Rl;.:PLlt:O 
TiM-I cT-jiC:Y ·UE12. -OH .~·~OUTLJ.t:: PATdOL '~{LOH[jPREVIOUSLY i.lSED NVA 
Hl'ILr.~.<HIOi\) ROUTES. \rJHEi~ 8UESTIQ[~Ei) CONCERiHlm THE TYPE DEFE~JSIVE 
POSITIONS tH~Y OCCUPIED, THE CO ST~TED TH~T THEIR PGSITIO~S 0ERE 
O~ ~ TE~PORR~Y, OV£~-NIGHT POSITION WITH LITTL~ IF ANY PRCTZCTIVE 
HBE SHICE THEY i;;ERE Ol~ A ?AT:10L TYPE iHSSIO!'I. UNDER QUESTlOl.\lI[,:G 
r;-IE CO, 3D t·MRI NES HJFO;'1r1ED I~H. L.4i')S OF' THE CASUALTY COC;':T OF THE 
TdO PLATOONS (9 KIA, 66 VI~ IN O~E PLATOON AND 2 KIA AND 22 WIA 
IN THE 2D PL.UOQ[~). MR LAfriB iU1S FURTHER JiI!F'ORf1ED THAT ALL f'rlEDEVAC 
CAS~S HAD BEEN SUCCESSFULLY EVACUATED. THE GO, 3D MARINES FURTHER 
TOLD M~. LAMB THAT AT THE TIME THERE HAD BEEN AN ACTUAL COUNT OF 
19 HVA DEAD Bur THAT THE AREA HAD, NOT YET BEEN COMPLETELY SEARCHED 
4ND IT WAS ANTICIPATED THAT MORE ENEMY DEAD WOULD BE FOUND AS IS 
INITIATED ATTACK AN~ THAT OUTSTANDING SUPPORTING ARMS FIRE WAS 
RiCSIVcD BY TrlE UNITS UNDER ATTACK, A~D FURTHER THAT EVEN THOU8~ 
CASUALTIES VER~ HIGH, THE UNITS CONCERNED WHERE STILL OPERATIO~AL • 

. '.']:1i!.i" .~;3;{ED :\50UT TL2 EFlCCT Of< T;;l: .;TT!~C;~( Dj'; I;-i~ i}V':j rtf.: ftE?LIEIJ--,------­
.. I T!-!I\i\ ,,;~~ ;;;LC::::JIL..J L--li.F' ;.05,:'. r:-iI~ ~;_:orl::...i.J!;j L.n!:;:;: L:3i::..0 EY ;"iR. :(~h.??). 
L:4:'18 h .iIS :1i:.LEA5E CO,;CEli0L~G T-lIS ,::CTI0[:. ~_ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

WHEN QUESTIONED BY MR. LAND CONVERMING THE USE OF OPERATIONAL
NAMES (NAMED OPERATIONS) THE C. G. REPLIED THAT THERE WERE NO OFF--
ENSIVE TYPE OPERATIONS, IN THE CLASSICAL SENSE, UNDERWAY BUT THAT
"OPERATIONAL NAMES" WERE USED FOR EASY INDENTIFICATION OF THE IAC-
TICAL AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY.

THE INTERVIEW LASTED APPROXIMATELY 45 MINUTES DURING WHICH THE
C. G. BRIEFLY MENTIONED AN ATTACK BY NVA FORCE AGAINST A PLATOON OF
THE 3RD MARINES WHICH OCCURRED BEFORE DAYBREAK THIS DATE. FOLLOWING
THE C. G. CONDUCTED MR. LAMS ON A TOUR OF A PORTION OF THE AO.
THIS TOUR INCLUDED A VISIT TO ELLIOTT FIRE SUPPORT BASE WHERE THE
C. G. AND MR. LAMB WERE BRIEFED BY THE REGIMENTUL COMMANDER. PRIMARILY
THIS BRIEFING CONSISTED OF KNOWN INFORMATION CONCERING THE ATTACKS
AGAINST TWO PLATOONS OF THE 2D BN., 3D MARINES WHICH OCCURRED IN
THE EARLY MORNING HOURS THIS DATE. THE CO, 3D MARINES WHEN QUEST-
IONED AS TO WHY THESE PLATOONS WARE LOCATED WHERE THEY WERE REPLIED
THAT THEY WERE OH A ROUTINE PATROL ALONG PREVIOUSLY USED HVA
INFILTRATION ROUTES. WHEN QUESTIONED CONCERNING THE TYPE DEFENSIVE
POSITIONS THEY OCCUPIED, THE CO STATED THAT THEIR POSITIONS WERE
OF A TEMPORARY, OVER-NIGHT POSITION WITH LITTLE IF ANY PROTECTIVE
WIRE SINCE THEY WERE ON A PATROL TYPE MISSION. UNDER QUESTIONING
THE CO, 3D MARINES INFORMED MR. LAMB OF THE CASUALTY COUNT OF THE
TWO PLATOONS (9 KIA, 66 WIA IN ONE PLATOON AND 2 KIA AND 22 WIA
IN THE 2D PLATOON). MR LAMB WAS FURTHER INFORMED THAT ALL MEDEVAC
CASES HAD BEEN SUCCESSFULLY EVACUATED. THE CO, 3D MARINES FURTHER
TOLD MR. LAMB THAI AT THE TIME THERE HAD BEEN AN ACTUAL COUNT OF
19 NVA DEAD BUT THAT THE AREA HAD NOT YET BEEN COMPLETELY SEARCHED
AND IT WAS ANTICIPATED THAT MORE ENEMY DEAD WOULD BE FOUND AS IS
INITIATED ATTACK AND THAT OUTSTANDING SUPPORTING ARMS FIRE WAS
RECEIVED BY THE UNITS UNDER ATTACK, AND FURTHER THAT EVEN THOUGH
CASUALTIES WERE HIGH, THE UNITS CONCERNED WHERE STILL OPERATIONAL.
WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE EFFECT OF THE ATTACK ON THE NWA, HE REPLIED,"I THINK WE BLOODIED THEIR NOSE". THIS QUOTE WAS LATER USED BY

.22/21LAMB IN HIS RELEASE CONCERNING THIS ACTION.
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- - - J;OLLC':L;~ TH.3 c;,~IEF'L';S ,]."1. L~'.·,,:, \I:jS Glvr.:;, t! TCt..:it OF 1111£ 
SU??81T :::.~.;:;::: c.:1'':'::: L';':: LiZ:; zscc:ni.;:' TG".~,;Jl,;.G;1It'T LC,';c:-iT b,".;;3E. 
Y~ILE AT VA~D[GRI1T ~R. LAMB WAS Gr~EN A b~IifiNG uY T~E ~.G. 
4T~ ~ARINES. THE EXTENT OF TH[ TAOR OF THE 4TH ~ARINES WAS EXPLAINED 
BUt NO ~IG~IFICA~T IWFOR~~TION CONCERNING OPERATIONS ~ERE DISCLOSED 
OTHlR THAN THE ~EGIMENT WAS CONDUCTING ?ATROL TiPE ACTIONS IN 
O~DER TO ATT~~PT TO INTiRDICT SUSPECTED NV~ INFILTRATIO~ ROJTES 
A~D TO Ol~Y HIM ACCESS TO THl AREA. 

UPO~ RETURN TO DONG-H~ WR. LA~B ~ILED A STORY ~ITH HIS Of-
FICE IN SAIGON 1:J:lIC:; t l :,\5 OViR:{E~RD BY THE I SO. HI S R£!:LEAS£ CC~J­
SISIED Of FACTUAL INFoaMATI0W OBT~INiD BY riI~ DU~ING THE BRIEFING 
BY IHE C. O. 3J i'lMU NES. HE DIu E[V1PrU\SIZE TH.U T H£!: NVA FORCE 
INITIAT£D THE ATTACK; THAT T~~Y APP~ARED TO HAVE BEEN REGULAR. FORCES 
RATHER T.-i;Hl .4 S.~PPER FORCE~ TH,U THEY HAD PENETRATED TH~ PERIMETER 
OF THi 1ST PLATOO~ THiY ATtACKED AND THAT THEY ~ERE REPELLED AFTE~ 
ENG.~GING IiI) H.~lI'm TO HAlmCO~~B4T t'lITH THE PiARINES .. IN HIS RELEASE 
;{ii: HLSO QUOTE:D THZ C.O. 3D l'HRINES AS PREVIOUSLY 51.4T£D HZREIN. 
Ui~QUOTf 
2. I~FO~MATION CONT~IN~D HEREIN ~ORE FULLY DESCRIBES 
THE SITtJATIO[') TH:4N T11E INFO I P:'\SSED YOU LAST (HGHT. IT 
IS OBVIOUS THAT THE P~[SS HAS A BETTER ACCESS TO SUCH 
HlP 0 T H.~ N 1. 

SSO ~OTE: DELIVER IM~EDIAT~LY 
9130 
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FOLLOWING THIS BRIEFING MR. LANE WAS GIVEN A TOUR OF FIRE
SUPPORT BASE DATES AND THEN ESCORTED TO VANDEGRIFT COMEAT BASE.
WHILE AT VANDEGRIFT MR. LAMB WAS GIVEN A BRIEFING BY THE v. 0.
4TH MARINES. THE EXTENT OF THE TAOR OF THE 4TH MARINES WAS EXPLAINED
BUT NO SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION CONCERNING OPERATIONS WERE DISCLOSED
OTHER THAN THE REGIMENT WAS CONDUCTING PATROL TYPE ACTIONS IN
ORDER TO ATTEMPT TO INTERDICT SUSPECTED NVA INFILTRATION ROUTES
AND TO DENY HIM ACCESS TO THE AREA.

UPON RETURN TO DONG-HA MR. LAMB FILED A STORY WITH HIS OF-
FICE IN SAIGON WHICH WAS OVERHEARD BY THE ISO. HIS RELEASE CON-
SISTED OF FACTUAL INFORMATION OBTAINED BY HIM DURING THE BRIEFING
BY THE C.O. 3D MARINES. HE DID EMPHASIZE THAT THE NVA FORCE
INITIATED THE ATTACK; THAT THEY APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN REGULAR FORCES
RATHER THAN A SAPPER FORCE; THAT THEY HAD PENETRATED THE PERIMETER
OF THE 1ST PLATOON THEY ATTACKED AND THAT THEY WERE REPELLED AFTER
ENGAGING IN HAND TO HAND COMBAT WITH THE MARINES. IN HIS RELEASE
HE ALSO QUOTED THE C.O. 3D MARINES AS PREVIOUSLY STATED HEREIN.
UNQUOTE
2. INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN MORE FULLY DESCRIBES
THE SITUATION THAN THE INFO I PASSED YOU LAST NIGHT. IT
IS OBVIOUS THAT THE PRESS HAS A BETTER ACCESS TO SUCH
INFO THAN I.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
903

22/31
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u'- ,;11, !"'!~u ttR"-E'·R' S "'~~I"l;i.Ali ,..:. j.~ 

m MAf\:~NE tlJVi?H~BIOUS FORCE 

SECRET m MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68) 

OPERATION Ca>E FROM I DATE 
)(- ORIGINATOR CO In MAr UAUG6C) 
A-ACTION I COGNIZANCE " 

C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIAL. I CONTROL DATE 
I-INF")RMATION 

Z nm.~'l ' AUG 69 copy\' 2,' OF 4 5 - SIGII;ATURE COPI£S RECD 
DATE 

, IIJITIAL 
SU8.lECT 

ROUTE SECTION COOE 
IN OUT REiDDRESSJU. OF cn xnv com's 1 Ant 

CG REMARKS :l.?, 
OCG THIS DOCU~ NT IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

DCG AIR ~ UST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 
1}-.... CIS ~..!.. I../'J 7 DAYS, PLEASE INDICATE ACTIDN/OISPOS-

OCIS - ITION ON ,'HIS ROUTE SHEET. 

DCIS PLAN 

le, / SIS I- 9/// lY - ~IE'i" 
G-I VI I .... 

G-2 

G-3 
G-4 
G-5 
G-6 

CAP 

ADJ 

CORDS 

~MB/TRANS 

ENGR 
Has CO 

INSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSV OPS 

SUPPLY 

tEG~t. 

PMO 
sac 

~ SECRET 
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~ 
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HEADGUARTERS
III MARINE AMP HIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216(REV3-68)
FROM DATEOPERATION CODE

CG III MAFx- ORIGINATOR 11AUG69A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

1,2,31- INFORMATION
2 1161552 AUG 69 4 COPIES RECOOFS SIGNATURE COPY

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALROUTE SECTION CODE REDDRESSAL OF CG XXIV CORPS 1020192 AIIG69OUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND

DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN
C/S 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC/S PLAN

8/11
IS/S

G-1
G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
H&S CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY

LEGAL
PMO
sac

SECRET
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F'I~ CG I II ('.Ai< 
TO CG F;'1FPAC'~·1 ;:: 

DECLASSIFIED 

CG F;'1F'PAC <n/D) PASS TO G;!:N C!iAPt'liAN _7 
ZE!~ 
SEC RET EYES Ot~L Y FOR GEl~ CHAPl'fJAN AND LTGEN bUSE 
VRO~ LIGEN NICKERSON . 
1. T~E FOLLOWING ~SG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFOR~4TION: 
o 102019Z ZFF-6 ZFF-3 
F~ LTG ZAlS CG XXIV CORPS 
TO LTG ~ICKERSO~ CG III ~AF 
I~FO GE0 ABRA~S COMUSMACV 
ZE;fJ 
SEC ~ E T PHS 1545 EYES O~LY 
l~ IN AMPLIFICATON OF MY EARLIER MESSAGE ON THE CONTACT OF E 2/3 
tHE EACKGROUND AN0 ACTION UNFOLDED AS FOLLOWS~ 
2/3 HAS 3EEN OPERATING IN A~ AREA APPROX 13 K~ NORTH AND 5 KM WEST OF 

- VANDEGaIFT COl·idAT 8A;;;2; (At'~U 31C1 SOUTH OF THE DeiZ) ~HTH THE l·lISSION 
OF BLOCKING KNOWN ENEMY INFILTRATION ROUTES IN THEIR AD TO DENY THE 
ENE~Y ACCESS TO CA~ LO VALLEY, ROUTE 9 AND THE POPULATED AREAS TO 
IdE SOUTd fH'JD ::;OUTHEASr. THE i,JISSIOiJ ~JAS DEFE[~SIVE IN NATURE-. nJ 
ORDER 'TO COVE;:? AS [:i:\NY ROUTE S AS POSSIBLE, C C,'jPA [\]1 ES vJERE OPER AT'ING 
IN ~EI~FORCin PLAOOW INC~E~~NTS. SINCE MID JULY THE E~EMY HAS 
BE2~ STEADILY I~caEASING HIS ACTIVITY IN THE AREA. ON 9 AUGUST, 
THi BN WAS DISPOSED WITH E AND F CO~PANIES GENERALLY ABREAST 10 
REI NFORCED PLATOON !:'IJCREf'iENTS APPRQXV1!HELY 3 K ILOf·lETt:.RS SCUTH OF 
T!-lE D~jZ A:-JD H CO. Il~ Jl-lE LO':fER C{4M Lo V.L\LLEY i\PPROX 6 KILOt'fJETERS 
SOUTK OF THE D~Z. UNITS ~OVED EAC~ DAY. 
2. L-lE 1ST PLATOON CREH1F') OF E CO. (SIP-HIGTH 36) \~AS HJ A NIGHT 
DEFii~SSIV£ PosrrI01~ .41 XD 935627 riND THE 3D PLUOON (nEl[~f) (STREfJGT!-l 
56) ~AS I~ A NIGHT DEFENSIVE POSITION AT XD 946630 H~;I~G ~ovs~ I~TO 
T'iCSL POSITIJ~lS PRIOR Ie ;).'~:1;\. r:.;z r~CTIC:; L!.r~T iC.LLC~'j::'D 
IS '~;5 Df..3C.iI"),_,", I:i .'iY P:-l6 1543. :10uIfIGl-..::L ':'~T~,IL':; -.~c: :.0\: lv'\IL,~'uLE".2.3fJ) 
(,ONCi:.~~:~L~G T ,.lCTICS ,\ND s;.:ppc;::n ;;G FBt:S. 
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Z 110155Z ZYH
Fir CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
CG FMFPAC (FWD) PASS TO GEN CHAPMAN
ZEM
S E C R E T EYES ONLY FOR GEN CHAPMAN AND LIGEN BUSE
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
0 102019Z ZFF-S ZFF-3
FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
INFO GEW ABRAMS COMUSMACV
ZEM
SE C R E T PHB 1545 EYES ONLY
1. IN AMPLIFICATON OF MY EARLIER MESSAGE ON THE CONTACT OF E 2/3
THE EACKGROUND AND ACTION UNFOLDED AS FOLLOWS:
2/3 HAS BEEN OPERATING IN AN AREA APPROX 13 KM NORTH AND 5 KM WEST OF
VANDEGRIFT COMBAT BASE (AND 3 KM SOUTH OF THE DMZ) WITH THE MISSION
OF BLOCKING KNOWN ENEMY INFILTRATION ROUTES IN THEIR AO TO DENY THE
ENEMY ACCESS TO CAM LO VALLEY, ROUTE 9 AND THE POPULATED AREAS TO
THE SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST. THE MISSION WAS DEFENSIVE IN NATURE. IN
ORDER TO COVER AS MANY ROUTES AS POSSIBLE, COMPANIES WERE OPERATING
IN REINFORCED PLAOON INCREMENTS. SINCE MID JULY THE ENEMY HAS
BEEN STEADILY INCREASING HIS ACTIVITY IN THE AREA. ON I AUGUST,
THE BN WAS DISPOSED WITH E AND F COMPANIES GENERALLY ABREAST IN
REINFORCED PLATOON INCREMENTS APPROXIMATELY 3 KILOMETERS SOUTH OF
THE DMZ AND H CO. IN THE LOVER CAM Lo VALLEY APPROX 6 KILOMETERS
SOUTH OF THE DMZ. UNITS MOVED EACH DAY.
2. THE 1ST PLATOON (REINF) OF E CO. (STRENGTH 36) WAS IN A NIGHT
DEFENSSIVE POSITION AT XD 935627 AND THE 3D PLATOON (REINF) (STRENGTH
56) WAS IN A NIGHT DEFENSIVE POSITION AT XD 946630 HAVING MOVED INTO
THOSE POSITIONS PRIOR TO DARK. THE ACTICN THAT FOLLOWED
IS AS DESCRIBED I NY PHB 1543. ADDITIONAL DETAILS ,RE NOW AVAILABLE

23/11CONCERNING TACTICS AND SUPPORING FIRES.

23/11
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DEV:::";';.3IJ:. PL'::dfI;j;,,;-; ,JITd L?' ,:; C :~r ,:;:.; ;,Cn;f;.-~,L D2~rEi'iS1J~·:~i~.3'..!,iC::.:3 I',' 
EFF~Cr. A~TILLE~Y SUPPORTED IHa CONTlCT~ qs fOLLCj3: 

?j9225'2-1Zi00~1 96RDS 155 HE SUPPORTHiG 1 ST PLU 
1005~33-1;j064:Z; 54RDS 155 ILLU[1 SUPPORTl;~G 3D PLAT 
139513-100745 1~6RDS lZ5 HE SUPPORTING 3D PL~T 
1:21,%24 -1 Z3 S4 2 3 g KV S 155 Ht:, SU PP Of{ T 1 i\G 3 D PL.U 
1021635-100637 6RDS 1:::5 HE SUPPOIiTI,I!G 1ST PL~~; 
1:1:3641-100710 4RDS 155 liE S~PPOrtTlr,)G 1ST PL_~~T 

FT-?Ii,jG BATTfRIES ',.JERi: 1U L1/12 f-\:lD J~/1/12 (.~T FSC; fULL£:t tH'JD ~LLIOTT 
COM8AT BASE. A TOTAL OF 23 FIGHTE~ SORTIES SUPPORTED 60TH PLATOO~S 
D;jRIi\JG DAYLIG;iT HOURS ON 10 ,I1UGUST. III! 4DDITI01'! SPOOKEY EXPEfllDED 
S,00a RDS ~ND 20 FLARES D~RING THE NIGHT IN SUPPORT Of F~IENDLY 
rCRCl!:S. 
4. WEATHE~ VAS NOT A FACTO~ IN THIS CONTACT. 
5. ALL GROUJO COl~T/~CT r1:::D CE.qSED BY 13075511 AUG, SUT SPORP,DIC 8?[~11': 
MORT~R FI~E U~S RECEIVED THaO~GHOUT THE D~Y. 
6. TOTAL I.~VA )U,I.; ;'W','] Kl~OU;·! TO BE 19 VIC. 1ST PLAT t±f·:D 17 VIC. 3D 
PLAT. SI~CE FRIE~DLY UNITS ~ITHD~EW TO SOUT4, SWEEPS OF AREA WC::~E NCT 
PE~r01~EG. AS ~ RE3JLT WVA Kl~'S OUrS1D~ POSITIOOS COULD NOT BE 
DETEi~ff;l NED. 

sso NOTE: DiLIVEa IMMEDIATELY TO ACTION ADDRESSEE' 
. DELIVER lIRST DUTY HOUR3 TO INFO ADJRESSEE 

HAS BfEN SENl 
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3. BOTH PLATOONS WERE IN TRIANGILAR SHAPED TEMPORARY OVERNIGHT
DEFENSIVE POSITIONS WITH LP' in OUT AND NORMAL DEFENSIVE MEASURES IN
EFFECT. ARTILLERY SUPPORTED THE CONTACTS 45 FOLLOWS:

092252-133001 96RDS 155 HE SUPPORTING 1 ST PLAT
100533-139642 54RDS 155 ILLUM SUPPORTING 3D PLAT
130513-100745 136RDS 135 HE SUPPORTING 3D PLAT
103524-185342 3 B R U S 155 HE SUPPORTING 3D PLAT
100635-100837 6RDS 125 HE SUPPORTING 1ST PLAT
100641-122718 4RDS 155 HE SUPPORTING 1ST PLAT

FIRING BATTERIES WERE K/4/12 AND A/1/12 AT FSE FULLER AND ELLIOTT
COMBAT BASE. A TOTAL OF 23 FIGHTER SORTIES SUPPORTED BOTH PLATOONS
DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS ON 10 AUGUST. IN ADDITION SPOOKEY EXPENDED
8,000 RDS AND 20 FLARES DURING THE NIGHT IN SUPPORT OF FRIENDLY
FORCES.
4. WEATHER WAS NOT A FACTOR IN THIS CONTACT.
5. ALL GROUND CONTACT HAD CEASED BY 120755H AUG, BUT SPORADIC 82MK
MORTAR FIRE WAS RECEIVED THROUGHOUT THE DAY.
6. TOTAL NVA KIA NOW KNOWN TO BE 19 VIC. 1ST PLAT AND 17 VIC. 3D
PLAT. SINCE FRIENDLY UNITS WITHDREW TO SOUTH, SWEEPS OF AREA WERE NOT
PERFORMED. AS A RESULT NVA KIA'S OUTSIDE POSITIONS COULD NOT BE
DETERMINED.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY TO ACTION ADDRESSEE
DELIVER FIRST DUTY HOURS TO INFO ADDRESSEE

UNQUOTE
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
GP-4
530
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SECRET

HAS BEEN SENT
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Z 113157Z LY:i ~,;;./ 
Ffi] C(; I I 1 .'11 ;~F J ;';G 
TO CONUS;';jI~CV $Gl~ ~,,~- .. 
I~lD CG XXIV to~ps PHS 
CG T:-iIRD ~jAi1DIV DGd 
ZEiv] 

UNCLAS EFT 0 EYES ONLY ~O~ ~GEN TO~NSEND INFO LTGEN 
ZAIS AND MGiN JONES F~G~ LTGEN NICKE~SO~ 
1. T:-IE FOLL Oi.H NG [;)SG IS QUOTtiD FOR YOUR I NFOR,\j,U I alii: 
o 10152)5Z 
fiYj eG THIRD [1JARu IV 
TO CG XXIV CO:1PS 
INFO CG II I ~,jAF' 

ZEI'1 
UWCLAS EYES ONLY 
MGEN JONES SENDS FOR LTGEN ZAIS INfO LTGi~ NICKERSON 
1. THE rOLLOtJING 14E(\jQ F,OR THE RECORD S[:Bi'iITTED BY f'iY ISO OFfICER 
LTCOL DONALD J. GAR~EIT, w~O WAS PRESENT DURING THE TIME I SPENT 
THIS DATE WITH MR. DAVID LA~b UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL IS AN 
ACCURATE ~ECO~U A~D IS SUBMITTED fOR YOUR INFORMATION. 
QUOTE 
MEMORANDU~ FO~ THE RECoRD 

AT 1400 THIS DATi THE COMMANDING GENERAL, 3RD MARINE DIVI­
SION GRANTED ,AN INTERVI~~ TO MR. DAVID LAMB OF UNITED PRESS INTER­
NATIONAL. TAE INTERVIfW TOOK PLACE IN THE OFFICE OF THE C. G. AT 
DONG HA COMBAT BASE, RVN. 

DURING THE INTERVIE~ THE C. G. DISCUSSED WITH ~R. LAMB THE 
PRESENT AREA OF OPERATIO~S OF THE DIVISION A~D TH£ TYPE OF PRO­
TECTIVE REACTION TACTICS PRESENTLY EEING E~PLOYED BY THE DIVISION. 
THE C. G. ST~ESSED THE I~PORTA~C£ OF PREVENTING THE REENTRY 01' THE 
VC AMONG THE POPULACE, CUTTING O~F THE INFILTRATION ROUTES 01' THE 
NVA AS WELL AS SEARC~ING OUT, fIN0ING A~D DESTROYING ANY CACHE 
W:-UCH ~lAY BE ESTABLISHED BY THE ENErlY. 

Wrl£~ QUESTIONED BY MR. LAMB CONCERNING THE USE OF OPERATIONAL 
NAifJES (l'JM:IED OP£R,UIONS) THE C. G •. REPLIED THAT THERE l1ERE !~o OF'/'­
~NS!VE Ty:t:, O~ER~T~O~IjS, _ Pi,,~~£ CL,~.SSI~~A,~ S~;'::~C:'. t>!DE1-1\'~Y E':~_TH}H:21-
. OP;:,.;'VT!~r.r~L ~!.Vli:? ,.':'~~:=:':' tJ;:,t:.J..I ,40.: ~".s'f l>,;)::,,;',lldG,'''TIC, or Tnt.. TAC- '1/) 
TICAL A~t..A;:, Or R~~?u~;:,IblLITi. .{~ 
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Z 113157Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF DNG
TO COMUSMACV SGN
INFO CG XXIV CORPS PHB
CG THIRD MARDIV DGH
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND INFO LIGEN
ZAIS AND MGEN JONES FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
0 1015052
FM CG THIRD MARDIV
TO CG XXIV CORPS
INFO CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS EYES ONLY
MGEN JONES SENDS FOR LIGEN ZAIS INFO LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MEMO FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED BY MY ISO OFFICER
LTCOL DONALD J. GARRETT, WHO WAS PRESENT DURING THE TIME I SPENT
THIS DATE WITH MR. DAVID LAMB UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL IS AN
ACCURATE RECORD AND IS SUBMITTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
QUOTE
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

AT 1409 THIS DATE THE COMMANDING GENERAL, 3RD MARINE DIVI-
SION GRANTED AN INTERVIEW TO MR. DAVID LAMB OF UNITED PRESS INTER-
NATIONAL. THE INTERVIEW TOOK PLACE IN THE OFFICE OF THE C. G. AT
DONG HA COMBAT BASE, RVN.

DURING THE INTERVIEW THE C. G. DISCUSSED WITH MR. LAME THE
PRESENT AREA OF OPERATIONS OF THE DIVISION AND THE TYPE OF PRO-
TECTIVE REACTION TACTICS PRESENTLY BEING EMPLOYED BY THE DIVISION.
THE C. G. STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF PREVENTING THE REENTRY OF THE
VC AMONG THE POPULACE, CUTTING OFF THE INFILTRATION ROUTES OF THE
NVA AS WELL AS SEARCHING OUT, FINDING AND DESTROYING ANY CACHE
WHICH MAY BE ESTABLISHED BY THE ENEMY.

WHEN QUESTIONED BY MR. LAMB CONCERNING THE USE OF OPERATIONAL
NAMES (NAMED OPERATIONS) THE C. G. REPLIED THAT THERE WERE NO OFF-
ENSIVE TYPE OPERATIONS, IN THE CLASSICAL SENSE, UNDERWAY EUT THAT 24
"OPERATIONAL NAMES" WERE USED FOR EASY INDENTIFICATIC or THE TAC-
TICAL AREAS OF RESPONSISILITY.

24/17
DECLASSIFIED
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Lii. H)T2aVii',~ L...jSfEiJ Af?;(C~'\V:;,TELY 45 :'.h:.;TE5 DURLG \1}HC'i T'iE 
C. G. BaH .. ~L Y liiii:.JTIOi\li::.JJ ;:~,\ hTT.~~CK cY ~,V:\ rORCE i~GI-\L~ST :~ PLATCQrv OF 
THE 3~D ~A~INES'WHICH OCCURRED BEFCRE D~Y6REAK T~IS D~TE. fCLLG~ING 
HIE C. G. CONDUCTED .'lR. LAI.18 Ol~ A TOUR OF [)" PORTION Of THf!: AO. 
T~IS TOUR INCLUDED A VISIT TO ELLIOTT FIRE SUP?O~T 8tSE WHERE THE 
C. G. Ai~O i'll. ·LP.ftJB ',<jERE BRIffED BY THE RE.GHiErJIUL CCi;ll·lAND£R. PRH1ARIL Y 
THIS BRIEFING CONSISTED OF' K~OWN INFOR~ArIO~' CONCERI~G THE ATTACKS 
AGAI~ST TWO PL~TOONS OF THE 2D 8N., 3D~~RlruES WHICH OCC~RRED I~ 
THE Ei\nLY dORt~ING HOURS THIS DrUE. THE CO, 3D MARINES i1HE[~ QUEST­
IO~ED AS TO WHY THESE PLATOO~S ~ARE LOCATED WH~RE THEY WERE REPLIED 
THAT THEY ~ERE O~ A ROUTINE PAI~OL ALONG PREVIO~SLY USED NVA 
.1l~FILTRATION ROUTES. '.'JH2i~ QUr!.SrIOi~iD COi~CERNLJG T;-!E TYPEjEF'Er~SIVE 
POSITIOMS T~EY OCC~PIED, I~E CO STATED THAT THEIR POSITIONS WERE 
OF' li TH1POR /I.RY, OVER- lH 8dT P03I II ON 'iJ lTH L !TILE IF AYNY PROTECT I VE 
WI~E SINCE THEY WERE OW A PATROL TYPE MISSION. UNDER QUESTIONING 
T~E CO, 3D MA~INES I~~OR~ED M~. LAMB OF THE CASUALTY COUNT OF THE 
TWO PLATOONS (9 XIA, 66 WIA IN ONE PLATOON AND 2 KIA ANS 22 WIA 
IN THE '2D PLfTOO!~). filii LAi·jJ; ~vAS FURTHER DlFORi']ED THin ALL f1EDEVAC 
CASES HAD BEE~ SUCCESSF~LLY EVACC~TED. THE CO,3D MARINES FURTHER 

.--IDL.D f4:i.-..LAi1B.J.l:{J).I __ AI- -LHE THiE. THERE H.1W BEEN tH4 ACTUAL COU[H OF' 
19 ~VA DEAD BUT T~AT THE ANE~ HAD NOT YET BEEN CO~PLETELY SEARCHED 
AND IT W~S ANTICIPATED TrlAT MOHE ENEGY DEAD WOULD BE FOUND AS IS 
IN IT r 4TEu IITT 14CK ANDl1i;rr--OUTST7-\NDTN~LTPP-CATTIRT--:'\~!'rs-rlRE r,;'i5 
R~CEIVED BY THE U~ITS UNDER ATTACK, AND FURTHER THAT EVE~ THOUGH 
CASU AL TIES \;Jf!:ltE HIGii, THE UN ITS CO i~CER l~ED W:iERE· ST ILL OPERAT IONP.L. 
WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE EFF~CT OF THE ATTACK ON THE NVA, HE ~EPLI~D, 
"1 T:1Il~K '.vE BLOODIED THEIR NOSE". THIS QllOTE \JAS L/\TER U.:>ED BY r'iR. 
LAME IN HIS RELEASE CONCERNING THIS ACTION. 

FOLLO';lli~G. T,'iIS bRIEFInG I1R. LP1il1B i.~,~S GIVI~ll; A TOUR OF FIRE 
SUPPO:U BASE CATED ?\tim THE1\) ESCORTED TO VANDEGR1FT COi·18AT Bi'\SE. 
~'nULE AT V:HmEGRIFT r·1R. L.'\i']B hJAS GIVEN A 5RIEi-H1G BY THE C. O. 
4TH-i\'iARII~ES. THE EXTENT OF THli: TAOK Of THE 4TH UARIl1ES 'vIAS EXPLAINED 
8UTiWSIGlH~'ICMJT INFOFMATION CONCER:iilrlG OPER,UIONS ~vERE DISCLOSED 
OTHER T~AN THE REGIMENT ~AS CO~DUCTING PATROL TYPE ACTIONS IN 
ORDEn TO ATT2:i'lPT TO IIHERD IC T SUSt'ECTED NV ~ 1 ~F IPTRAT ION ROUTE S 
Ai~D TO DENY ;-(IiYJ f.\CCE5STO THE AREfl. 

UPOi~ :?2TlJRl\) TO DONG-H,I.~ l:lR. UH1B FILED A ;:,TOHY WITH HIS OF-
FICE IN S:UGOlIJ \vHICH HAS OVERHEARD BY THE ISO. HIS RELEASE COL1J­
SISTED OF FACTU4L Ii~fORifJ.c\TIO~J OBTAINED BY HIi'i D:.!::\If~G THE 8RIEFING 
BY THE C.O. 3D MARINES. HE DID EMPHASIZ~ IHAT rH~ NVA fORGE 
INITIATED THE ATTACK; THAT THEY APPEARED TO H~VE SEEN REGULAR FORCES 
~ATHER THAN A SAPPER FoRCE; THAT THEY H~D PEWiTRATED THE PZRI~ETER 
Of THE 1ST PLATOON THEY ATTACKED AND TrlAT THEY HERE REPELLED AFTER 
E~GAGING IN H~ND TO HAND CO~BAT VIT~ THi MA~IHES. ~ HIS RELEASE 
~-IE ALSO QUOTED THE C.O. 3D i';j!2tRHlES AS PREVIOUSLY ST.HED HEREIN. 
m·j:{UOTE 
FO~ XXIV CORPS: 0ELIVER UPO~ RECEIPT 
FO;~ III 0iM": DELIVE:1 ,H FIRST ~JORKli~G HOUR 
U;~S:UGTE ~ /J( ) 
SSO f'iOI E: :':;EL I VE::~ l';'i~J I· TEL Y T I ~ 

_ 900 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

THE INTERVIEW LASTED APPROXIMATELY 45 MINUTES DURING WHICH THE
C. G. BRIEFLY MENTIONED AN ATTACK BY NVA FORCE AGAINST A PLATOON OF
THE 3RD MARINES WHICH OCCURRED BEFORE DAYBREAK THIS DATE. FOLLOWING
THE C. G. CONDUCTED MR. LAMB ON A TOUR OF A PORTION OF THE AO.
THIS TOUR INCLUDED A VISIT TO ELLIOTT FIRE SUPPORT BASE WHERE THE
C. G. AND MR. LAMB WERE BRIEFED BY THE REGIMENTUL COMMANDER. PRIMARILY
THIS BRIEFING CONSISTED OF KNOWN INFORMATION CONCERING THE ATTACKS
AGAINST TWO PLATOONS OF THE 2D BN., 3DMARINES WHICH OCCURRED IN

THE EARLY MORNING HOURS THIS DATE. THE CO, 3D MARINES WHEN QUEST-
IONED AS TO WHY THESE PLATOONS WARE LOCATED WHERE THEY WERE REPLIED
THAT THEY WERE ON A ROUTINE PATROL ALONG PREVIOUSLY USED NVA
INFILTRATION ROUTES. WHEN QUESTIONED CONCERNING THE TYPE DEFENSIVE
POSITIONS THEY OCCUPIED, THE CO STATED THAT THEIR POSITIONS WERE
OF A TEMPORARY, OVER-WIGHT POSITION WITH LITTLE IF AYNY PROTECTIVE
WIRE SINCE THEY WERE ON A PATROL TYPE MISSION. UNDER QUESTIONING
THE CO, 3D MARINES INFORMED MR. LAMB OF THE CASUALTY COUNT OF THE
TWO PLATOONS (9 KIA, 66 WIA IN ONE PLATOON AND 2 KIA ANS 22 WIA
IN THE 2D PLATOON). MR LAME WAS FURTHER INFORMED THAT ALL MEDEVAC
CASES HAD BEEN SUCCESSFULLY EVACUATED. THE C0,30 MARINES FURTHER
TOLD MR. LAMB THAT AI THE TIME THERE HAD BEEN. A@ ACTUAL COUNT OF
19 NVA DEAD BUT THAT THE AREA HAD NOT YET BEEN COMPLETELY SEARCHED
AND IT WAS ANTICIPATED THAT MORE ENEMY DEAD WOULD BE FOUND AS IS
INITIATED ATTACK AND THAT OUTSTANDING SUPPORTING ARMS FIRE WAS
RECEIVED BY THE UNITS UNDER ATTACK, AND FURTHER THAT EVEN THOUGH
CASUALTIES WERE HIGH, THE UNITS CONCERNED WHERE STILL OPERATIONAL.
WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE EFFECT OF THE ATTACK ON THE NVA, HE REPLIED,
"I THINK WE BLOODIED THEIR NOSE". THIS QUOTE WAS LATER USED BY MR.
LAME IN HIS RELEASE CONCERNING THIS ACTION.

FOLLOWING THIS GRIEFING MR. LAMB WAS GIVEN A TOUR OF FIRE
SUPPORT BASE CATED AND THEN ESCORTED TO VANDEGRIFT COMBAT BASE.
WHILE AT VANDEGRIFT MR. LAMB WAS GIVEN A BRIEFING BY THE U.O.
4TH MARINES. THE EXTENT OF THE TAOR OF THE 4TH MARINES WAS EXPLAINED
BUTNO SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION CONCERNING OPERATIONS WERE DISCLOSED
OTHER THAN THE REGIMENT WAS CONDUCTING PATROL TYPE ACTIONS IN

ORDER TO ATTEMPT TO INTERDICT SUSPECTED NVA INFIPTRATION ROUTES
AND TO DENY HIM ACCESS TO THE AREA.

UPON RETURN TO DONG-HA NR. LAMB FILED A STORY WITH HIS OF-

FICE IN SAIGON WHICH WAS OVERHEARD BY THE ISO. HIS RELEASE CON-
SISTED OF FACTUAL INFORMATION OBTAINED BY HIM DURING THE BRIEFING
BY THE C.O. 3D MARINES. HE DID EMPHASIZE THAT THE NVA FORCE

INITIATED THE ATTACK; THAT THEY APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN REGULAR FORCES

RATHER THAN A SAPPER FORCE; THAT THEY HAD PENETRATED THE PERIMETER

OF THE 1ST PLATOON THEY ATTACKED AND THAT THEY WERE REPELLED AFTER
ENGAGING IN HAND TO HAND COMBAT WITH THE MARINES. N HIS RELEASE
HE ALSO QUOTED THE C.O. 3D MARINES AS PREVIOUSLY STATED HEREIN.

UNQUOTE
FOR XXIV CORPS: DELIVER UPON RECEIPT
FOR III MAF: DELIVER AT FIRST WORKING HOUR

24/2)
UNQUOTE
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
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20 REFERENCE A REQUESTED Y CORPS ADVISORY apout BE
AUTHORIZED 20 EACH MICE REFLES WORK M-74 SOURCE 7 $

ORDER TO INETIATE ARVN SNIPER PROGRAM IN 3 CORPS. 31
IS MY ANDRESSANDING RIFLES, SCOPES AND MALCH AMMO ARE
AVAILABLE. GEM LAM IS MOST ANXEOUS 20 CONTENCE PROGRAM
AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE. 1ST MARDIV is PREPARED TO COMMENCE
TRAINING PROGRAM FOR ARVE UPON ARVN RECEIPT OF NECESSARY
EQUIPMENT
20 X STRONGLY RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF REQUEST CONTAINED
III REFENCE As A SNIPER CAPABILITY WELL BURLD CONFIDENCE
IN ARVN SMALL UNXYS AND is CONSIDERED TO BE CONSISTENT
WITH OUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE AND MODERNIZE RUMAF.
LIGEN NICKERSON.
GPOS
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C 1~0Z2i1" Ziii 

1"/1 CG II I :-L\F 
TO CG f;~ j'p AC 

.... /IJ-'-
'~~\JJ;t I 

tfy R-[f':P:. ,.:'~ 
\),"".~ -II .... ZC!'j $.,.~ 

SC:C,1ETEYES01~LY (00 12 AUGJ 
fDa LIGEN GUSK Fi101\') LTGE:\j (ECKERSON -1, .,; 
VISIT Or cO,,!US;']ACV TO III i·jAr ON 11 AUG 1969 . ;\ 
1. COMUSMACV VISITED I eIZ 00 THE ~ORNING OF 11 AUGUST. ARRIVIJ~ ~ 
AT PHU S,'\! AT_:1PPRO~~Hl!~TE.~Y 093(aH, H~ vJAS [q~I bY LH,Hi i~IC~C:RSO~I, /9tll -:--

1
-i 

CG III l~IAF, !~i'iU LTGl:!.t~ L!-U;:;), CG XXIV .CORPS. rHO.': PHU 51-II THr:.. ~-----2_~-,­
PARTY PROCiEDfD TO TrlE CP OF THE THIRD ~A~INE DIijISIO~ AT DO~~ AA 
IIJHERE: THJ£Y WE:1E \'12T bY THE COI';>Hli~i)UG Gt:i~ERAL. I\JGEi~ JO;~£S~ND THE 
CG OF T:1£ FIRST iL'iVN lJIVISIOrJ, ['.jGEN TRUONG. Il:/j.'Jf:DIAT£LY L;POri 
:~:1nIV,oL T:-1E ENTIRE GH.OUP I.VAS B~IEFED BY nlE THIRD l:j!~RHJE DIVISIO;·! 
S1.!'iFF. 
2. AT THE O~TSET, G2N AB~A~S R~~ARXED THAT THE ENEXY OPERATIO~S 
IN THE VICI ~~ITY OF THE: i)!'JZ COULD r~OT rlAV£ BEEii) BC'.TTER TIt-iED A!~D 
Ti-LH THE. :'JV:~ COULD [vOT H,WE DOlvE BETTfR SY JS. IF' !:.I£ CA2l DOCU-

. HENT IT, GfN AB~A~S FELT T~AT WE SHOULD GO AH~AD WIT~ A PRESS 
iiEU':ASC: O;'i Eft: SUBJECT. IT SHOULD BE T:iEATED Ll. A R,U!-l£R LC:j KEY 
P1A:Ij[~I!:i1 BUT ,,;;:,;O[l)G IT \l2.RY CLEAR THAT U Thi!. 1'.'~iCE OJ' OUH AmWU~CED 
TqOOP WITHDRAWALS WHICH HAD I~ FACT ~EEN I~PLEMENTED AL~E~DY I~ 
NOijTj-{ER~ QUANG TRI (RLT-9) THAT THE ENENY HAD INTRODUCED A NE~ 
UiHT, linD THE. T:'CTICAL EGWriTIOiJ. IT \,JOULD GE TOO EARL Y TO TELL 
i1!-!·H LiE E:~:C:i~JY' S PURPOSE iHGiiT 8t:, i:IHi::TiiER THIS !~E.\·l ENE[\'iY F'O'1CE 
HEPRESEfnED A i{EI;~FOKCEi'ji:!:iH, (lEPU\Ci:>iEiH OR rr;FILTR'HIOiIJ G?lcuP. 
~O~EVE~, a~GA~DLESS OF' THIS FACT IT VOULD BE DlffIC~LT TO co~­
STiiUE T'iE E['!Ef1Y' 5 OPIL1.-'\TrCl'JS O[~ THIS FaO:JT AS TACIT DEC:SCALATIOf! 
IN THE FACE OF OUR TROOP ~lriifiRAW~L5. 
3. ':JlTi-{ T!i£SE P:~EF lH ORY RE,fJ:'\i'{i( S 8Y GE[\.j AB.;U-\i,jS, T HE 3D ij!~RHJC: 
DIVlSIO[~ ST:{fF Ei1IfF'H1G COl:,I:n:;··JCED. THE INITI:4L PG_~TlO[J OF LiE 
B!iIEFING TRZATED IlJTfLLIGE.i\ICE DEVcLOP['1t:;I;rs SINCE 13 JULY 1969 'J;-lE. J 

~ BUILD-UP B~GAN TJ B£ DISCERWA~LE. SOUT~ OF THE BEJ HAl RIVE~ . 
THE~E WE~C: SIG~IF'ICANI I~CqEAS£S IN DETECTIO~S ~ADE BY SE~SC~S, IR, 
SLAR PLUS A fi~ INSI~WCiS OF RECO~ 08SiRVATIO~ A~~ CO~TACTS. AS EUT 
OiJi EXAiiiPLZ, T.1E.=~E \·}i!.~E '2 ,':.73 S£:~150R DETECTICl·jS :iECORDED D'JRH1G 
THE Pf:;HOD 27 JULY-9 !-\UG;JSr. I\l,\DDITIOl'!, Tj-m:iE i.'JEt~E hCRE.'~SIi\iG 
INST~NCES OF RCCO~ TEA~S BEING FIR£~ ON. DURI~G THE P~RIGD 6-3 
AUGUST TA2~E ~£RE ~[AVY 11 READINGS, SO~E 293 E~ISSIC~S BEI~G 
Ht!:CO~DciJ. TliERC f~lERE AO SI,:jHTINGS Hi THE SCUTHE::{;0 Di~JZ .~\s HELL 
~s TO Iii W~3T OF LZ C~TAPJLT (XC 326616) ~jD FSG ~EVILLE '(XD 752 
573). T:-l£ OViR.4LL iJiJELO;:;"lC:>'T OF THE IlHt:LLIGEl';CE PICTURE i:HS 
0;:£ QUIT;: SL':IL~.'1 TO LiAT '!j:HCH HAD 8EE;,; cXPh.aEi'ICZ[;'F[z';;J T'iE 
36J1 .~v ~ aS3L;z.;r t I ;;;,1' ~:r_L':~ L-l ... ':;.=.:I':1 ,L J"Z n.,Li'.E.~ IdE:. _;X_'_ 7 __ / __ 
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C 1200232 ZYR
FM CG III MAF

RECTO CG FAFPAC
ZEM a

12 AUGSECRETEYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO III MAF ON 11 AUG 1969
1. COMUSMACV VISITED I CTZ ON THE MORNING OF 11 AUGUST. ARRIVING
AT PHU BAI AT APPROXIMATELY 093DH, HE WAS MET BY LIGEN NICKERSON 97
CG III MAF, AND LIGEN ZAIS, CG XXIV CORPS. FROM PHU BAI THE
PARTY PROCEEDED TO THE CP OF THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION AT DONG HA
WHERE THEY WERE MET BY THE COMMANDING GENERAL, NGEN JONES AND THE
CG OF THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION, NGEN TRUONG. IMMEDIATELY UPON
ARRIVAL THE ENTIRE GROUP WAS BRIEFED BY THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION
STAFF.
2. AT THE OUTSET, GEN ABRAMS REMARKED THAT THE ENEXY OPERATIONS
IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ COULD NOT HAVE BEEN BETTER TIMED AND
THAT THE NVA COULD NOT HAVE DONE BETTER BY US. IF WE CAN DOCU-
MENT IT, GEN ABRAMS FELT THAT WE SHOULD GO AHEAD WITH A PRESS
RELEASE 00 THE SUBJECT. IT SHOULD BE TREATED IN A RATHER LOV KEY
MANNER BUT MAKING IT VERY CLEAR THAT IN THE FACE OF OUR ANNOUNCED
TROOP WITHDRAWALS WHICH HAD IN FACT BEEN IMPLEMENTED ALREADY IN
NORTHERN QUANG TRI (RLT-9) THAT THE ENEMY HAD INTRODUCED A NEW
UNIT INTO THE TACTICAL EQUATION. IT WOULD BE TOO EARLY TO TELL
WHAT THE ENEMY'S PURPOSE MIGHT BE, WHETHER THIS NEW ENEMY FORCE
REPRESENTED A REINFORCEMENT, REPLACEMENT OR INFILTRATION GROUP.
HOWEVER, REGARDLESS OF THIS FACT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO CON-
STRUE THE ENEMY'S OPERATIONS ON THIS FRONT AS TACIT DEESCALATION
IN THE FACE OF OUR TROOP WITHDRAWALS.
3. WITH THESE PREFATORY REMARKS BY GEN ABRAMS, THE 3D MARINE
DIVISION STAFF BRIEFING COMMENCED. THE INITIAL PORTION OF THE
BRIEFING TREATED INTELLIGENCE DEVELOPMENTS SINCE 13 JULY 1969 THE
A BUILD-UP BEGAN TO BE DISCERNABLE. SOUTH OF THE BEN HAI RIVER
THERE WERE SIGNIFICANT INCREASES IN DETECTIONS MADE BY SENSORS, IR,
SLAR PLUS A FEW INSTANCES OF RECON OBSERVATION AND CONTACTS. AS BUT
ONE EXAMPLE, THERE WERE 2,273 SENSOR DETECTIONS RECORDED DURING
THE PERIOD 27 JULY-9 AUGUST. IV ADDITION, THERE WERE INCREASING
INSTANCES OF RECON TEAMS BEING FIRED ON. DURING THE PERIOD 6-8
AUGUST THERE WERE HEAVY IR READINGS, SOME 298 EMISSIONS BEING
RECORDED. THERE WERE AO SIGHTINGS IN THE SOUTHERN DMZ AS WELL
AS TO THE WEST OF LZ CATAPULT (XD 326615) AND FSS NEVILLE (XD 792
573). THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTELLIGENCE PICTURE WAS
ONE QUITE SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH HAD BEEN EXPERIENCED WHEN THE

27/1)
36TH NVA REGIMENT FIRST ENTERED THE DENTRIL 0.1Z AND WHEN THE
323TH NVA DIVISION OPERATED IN THIS AREA IN MID-1968.
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~. I'-L ... ::~ ~i.:~-~ ;"'1\1 .L r:~L w-il:,~i....~~ ;:T~AoI T3.~.T 1 r -;L~ Cl.~~T.~C~:: ~t:";I::;:: .. --
rPD OCGU,'-f.ti:.iJ JU,Ui<;3 L1;;. ?,~ST r;::. ... ' 1.J,~y,;j LL-ic vc:.T~.·"L . .JlH .. , T:k ~.,.IT 
:,;;-rrC.-[ 1~U C;ii.i'~ c.:1~G,ilG2:D ~'iA3 u~';DO;joTf:vLY THl!. 9'[;'[ ;1.!.GI!,~E;~r OF THE: 
3~4r:-{ lV,4 JIVI::iIO:'J. !:l~VC~Tt.,;-.:\j iJOC~.'~·jc.!:rs !'.:£Ri:. TI~l(E;J FiW.·; TH~ EODI~S 
Of .jV~ I~:r.~ O.~ T;-{~ 6.HTL::')ilt:U) ':JHICH POSITIVELY Iu~~;rlFli.0 rH':, ?,(E­
Sl."iC~ OF' AT LL~.:3J T:-!O b:-\TT4LIOi~5 OF' nus aEGJ.-I[.~T. LJ I..,Dl)ITICd, 
pj2.P=,~S .'~iJu i'~\d:n)GS Of': C;LCL~;I,!G TE;<T.'iTI'v'~Ll' IJ2i·:TIVYlUG THe ?4TH 
!::>;;PPc..1 GO,/P4t',Y, 9Li );V'\ f(i!:GI~'IEiH \1E:~E l'O~li~L: 0 •. ;:;'Ci.di::..S L~ ;'. cr~!\IC:.i. 
LL':: COiJTE.:JTIC,·J T:i:lT IdIS Jj·),S fl !'Ji':lJ U{'.'IT 1:145 Fp?'Ti-iE.R /,TTJ.:SL.u Ie L Y 
Tnt!: FLIcr T:nT ,Jli;,\POi,)S TIIKLiOlJ r;-c:.: h.'TTLJ::.lIELi):':i:'.:.1i ~'E" rl,jD SO·E ;'[.:,i; 
0EV~~ B~i~ FI~ED~ TH~ BOJIiS OF THE CE~D ~:~E CL~O I~ ~=LOT10[LY 
~E~ UNIFOR~S AND'T~E CORPSES ~ERE N01ED TO 6£ CLE~N-SHAVEN. 
5. PiE INT£LLIGENCE.:.i3;lIEt'ING :.!,~S I·OLLO~'jZD 8Y A.~ O?E::~~TIO:":~L 
Bi1IEVING COVERli~~ THE .~CTIO;'J' \:ifHC;-[ IeOie ,:JC':(:;e, Or',; 1'i£ lE:FI. Ti-[E 
ATTACK COI,ji'JiNC£J'jH 1~J215~-{ AG,U.!ST 'idE 3D PLUOc,:·:, "2:;" c.C·;?~;'Y, 
2 /,3. L!EL VE U. s. : ;]E~E l~ L\ . i') ~\lD 53 \'j Ul Ii: LU S ::, C Tl 0 i·) :H-lIL E 'i' ;-[[i. il\j l' 

LOST 17 CO:,JF'Li:,j~D IU~. r .. : '2. SE:p:1;:r!~r;::,. t:TI r\C;( ";:~C:·: OCCL~~2D :~T 
102:815:'1, 1ST PL'~rD01,:,"r" C:J:.PI~iJY, ?,/3·.Tt'.S JnH:C;(f.:.u L: IdE-Ii1 
P05ITIO~S TO T~::W[bT OF T~E 3D PLATGO~. r~ERt WE~i ~C U.2. 
C P. SU t'L 'II [S P; T:-r1 s ;: ~.~'3 ;~G ~i'J L~.JT .~ ,JD f.:-lE:t'j Y C~ Sd :~L TIE S '" £::? C. ,_1 td l': o'·r ;,!. :' 
:W':JEVc::a, LIZ :arAC;{';G!U;'JST THE 3D PL-';,'[(;G,; ;;1,"::; RS(·JC"!EJ ;H =75~i;-rJ 
I.; T'HS S;;:"CO,vj '-1~r..Ci\, S 00\3. l~ERE lOA !-\;ID it7 >JU: ;"l-ilL;,:: T:-{EaE 
::J;:::~~2: 19 nVC\ KF:.: 
6. I!'; SUFPORT Of, :r:-iI6 OPfa~TI;J"~2]':: ;:WnjDS Cii "lRTILLE2Y !:!E'iE 
PL:;E:J HOi') 7S'n~.J TO 1 S7.J·71< ':;lTH ;~;1 :~JDITIO:il-1L 1-: ~:;.fnILLEay 
:1GU,\;DS fL~t.j 0,'1 ~,if 1 ZJ;-[ .b: 2'J j::lpC?lT Or FilS L:~C:'~G[i,c;;r. SEV~i' 
TOT-l ~3?i:2 1"n.:.[; :~itJ 7:]'1 :\0DIIIC:,;t'L aC:"::'.IDJ Cr' ,:;:X'n ':!~Rf J:.::LI­
VI£.i£D Ol~ 1~' J.·,~.W2T~ Jt::Vt.L;V='!) :.,y li~TELLIG':;JCZ. CCi,!C£':;;i,·;r::C AIR 
S~P?O;H,.jZ,';;J;={JLc..:,·.:~~c. iLJ;·::·j Ot'. LIS L~T.1 ;'\G,~\I.;ST 15 L,RuZTS. 
S::Vi..:Y"{-1';JO r. 5Zi1 Lb ~;,':;:j3S, 52 J~ 5Z:~ 1.i:.:'iAP.:IL·; CAi'i:!ISTEH5 .~t':D 
'3 Sp~j('~OlJ l·lISSi..·LS .iZ,:ii. d,'(2:D C~I) T;-{f.Si T:~:1GETS. L',; .~0JITIG~'j, 

. L-{L1t. ,:!EiZ ?-3 TPG!, .~Ui}S J2.LIVE:ili'iG 5]':; LE 60;·:i0;) fLO':}l] Oi,~ T:iZ 
iHGi-H OF' TriE 9T:i ,,',:~D 50 i,Q!l2. Tr'Q riU;,;S fLC!"'! CiJ TilL .'liGHT Of' 
T~S 19rri jITi AL~ ~2.?O~TIJ3 GOOD CO~~]AGE. 
7. AS TO ~ED [VAC ~LL 0I~ E~EJG~WCY ~JACS WERt CC~PLgrED BY 
1 S4 0ti ~.nL{ L~E bP .. LA:\C E OF Ti-l~ CASU~,LT liS Rj!i'.:CVED F'~ Ci ) 'T :-[E. F IZLi..' 
P,HO~ TO 19':';J.~. :·jt.uLV,:::~ .: . ..,:=' ~L:r'LIC'~I,~j :;( T:':: ?:::'C,:I,:;-::- :-J PI...C~I .. 7~'G!?-~~ 
FI:iE5 l~"j' O:~~ OF .1..12. L2:'~] 0:: __ ~C,l't.v' i:C;,{ L!.v·-':.I..,..~~_,.TI=!1. -.<. __ 'L __ 
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4. THE 3D HAR LIV 1 ILL DRIVER OTED THAT I THE OUTTAGES
HAD OCCURRED DURING THE PAST NEW DAYS IN THE CENTRAL One, THE UNIT
WHICH HAD BEEN ENGAGED HAS UNDOUGTEDLY THE 9TX REGIMENT OF THE
304TH IVA DIVISION. SEVENTEAN DOCUMENTS WERE TAKEN FROM THE BODIES
OF JV4 KIA ON THE BATTLEFIELD WHICH POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED THE PRE-
SENCE OF AT LEAST TWO BATTALIONS OF THIS REGIMENT. IN ADDITION,
PAPERS AND MARKINGS ON CLOTHING TEXTATIVELY IDENTIFYING THE 24TH
SAPPER COMPANY, 9TH NVA REGIMENT WERE FOUND 0.. ECDIES IN A BUNKER.
THE CONTENTION THAT THIS WAS A NEW UNIT WAS FURTHER ATTESTED TC BY
THE FACT THAT WEAPONS TAKEN On THE BATTLEFIELD WERE NE AND SORE HAD
NEVER BEEN FIRED. THE BODIES OF THE DEAD WERE CLAD IN RELATIVELY
NEW UNIFORMS AND THE CORPSES WERE NOTED TO BE CLEAN-SHAVEN.
5. THE INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING WAS FOLLOWED BY A. OPERATIONAL
BRIEFING COVERING THE ACTION WHICH TOOK PLACE ON THE 1ETH. THE
ATTACK COMMENCED AT 1532154 AGAINST THE 3D PLATOCR, "E" COMPANY,
2/3. TWELVE U.S. WERE KIA AND 53 VIA Ii THIS ACTION WHILE THE IVC
LOST 17 CONFIRMED KIA. IN : SEPARATE ATTACK WHICK OCCURRED AT
122515K, 1ST PLATOON, "E" COMPANY, 2/3 WAS ATTACKED IN THEIR
POSITIONS TO THE WEST OF THE 3D PLATOON. THERE WERE NC U.E.
CASUALTIES IN THIS ENGAGEMENT AND ENEMY CASUALTIES VERE UNKNOWN.
HOWEVER, THE ATTACK AGAINST THE 3D PLATOON WAS REHEVED AT 3750HJ
IN THIS SECOND ATT OK, 6 U.S. WERE KIA AND 17 VIA WHILE THERE
WERE 19 NVA KIA.
6. IN SUPPORT OF THIS OPERATION 2236 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY WERE
FIRED FROM 250711 TO 153790 WITH All ADDITIONAL 1272 ARTILLERY
ROUNDS FIRED ON THE 13TH IN SUPPORT OF THIS ENGAGEMENT. SEVEC
TOT-1 23RE FIRED BRND 739 ADDITIONAL ROUNDS Or ARTY WERE DELI-
VERED ON 13 TARGETS DEVELOPED BY INTELLIGENCE. CONCERNING AIR
SUPPORT, 33 SORTIES HERE FLOWS ON THE 1 T H AGAILIST 15 TARGETS.
SEVENTY-TWO X 503 Lb BONBS, 52 is 533 LE NAPALA CANNISTERS AND
3 SPARROW MISSLES SERE FIRED ON THESE TARGETS. IN ADDITION,
THERE WERE 23 TPQ RUNS DELIVERING 502 LE BOMES FLOWN Oil THE
NIGHT OF THE 9TH AND 53 MORE TPQ RUNS FLOWN ON THE NIGHT OF
THE 10TH WITH ALL REPORTING GOOD COVERAGE.
7. AS TO MED EVAC ALL WIA EMERGENCY EVACS WERE COMPLETED BY
1240H WITH THE BALANCE OF THE CASUALTIES REROVED FRCI THE FIELD
PRIOR TO 19308. MADEVAC JAB COMPLICATED BY THE RECEIPT OF INCOMING

27/2)FIRES IN ONE OF THE LE'S SELECTED FOR EVACUATION.
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. T:-{AT T:-:ZY u:=JC C2ITIC,r;L RIG;-([ ~;O':J ,';5 ~:Ji :-I!WE GCGu I~':TiLLIGE-'JCE 
IiJDIC,UING TllU T:II:!: ;:,';i,iY B:TENDS TO r~TTf-'.C:\ ItJ [:-ii!. III CORPS Pt:iE.~" 
~IT~ UP TO FOUR DIVISIOMS ~~J THERE A1Z ALSO I~DICATIO~S OF ~E~E~ED 
ATT.~C;<S !:JHIC.-I nAY: OCCUR Id Tii!!: HIGl-ILiC,;JiJS Or 11 CORPS. 
B. GE~ ABRANS QUillED MGEN JONES AS Te ~HAT COVERAGE Hi ~OULD 
LI1<E TO ;-L'WZ. CQifjUSHAC\l AOTED THAT IT APPEARED TH,n GEt,: JOI';[£S H~D 
GOOD L!\.1GETS SOUEi OF T4£ UCJZ. GEM JO:.1ES ;~ESPONDED IN THE .!l.FFIR~I:­
ATIV~ INDICATI~G TriAT ~E H~D UP TO 22 TARGETS RIGHT NOW. COMUS~ACV 
;~EPLIED T;-{;:H UP '(0 54 i( t--5:2 SORTIES CO~!LD EE ,tiAD£ AVAILABLE C:'J !:~ 
[:i!~X CO[\1PRESSIOl~ E:FFORT. ;-IQ;.·!EVEn, GEtl) :4E3RI\!fJS STHED THAT HE :'iUST 
R~VIE~ T~~ ENTIRE SITUATION AS REGARDS 6-52 srnKES. 
C. ABOVE ALL, G£f .~!3R.~i·jS ,~OTiD THAT ~!I-I'-\T \.·;~S CURRE\)TL Y [!EEDED 
YAS A REVIE~ OF ~LL THAT HAD T~AWSPIRED AND THEN CO~E UP ~IT~ A 
COi'lBINED C41'1PAIGN ?L?lill TO DiAL i:JITH THiS PROBLH, ;;HICH WOULD TIE 
IN T::I.CTICS Cji~D Al..:L SUPPORTH)G :\RI'IS INCLuOIi~Gl :\RT't ~il~D TAC ?lIR. ltv 
PKEPAi1lHIOi~ OF L-IIS PL!'l[~ THE: QuESTIOr !iRISES ~S TO Ui1I£THER \IE ;:L4i~.T 
TO GO HITO LIE Srl0;'JZ TO .!4CCOl1PLI SH OcR I,j ISSIO:'·;. IF THE OVERALL 
SITUATION PE~~ITS A~ OPERATIO~ O~ THIS NATURE, IT MUST BE DO~~ ~ITH 
GREAT DELIBERATENESS AND VITH A ?O~iRFUL EFFORT. PREPA~ATIONS 
r·WST 8E hl DEPTH:l:JITLj A GOOD,·RE;6.LISTIC COi~CEPT.'~\CCORDIl~GLY, 
CO~USMACV DESI~ED THAT THE RECOMME~DATIOhS 8E ~AD~ O~ T~IS. 
D. GEN ABRA~S TH~N ASKEU MGiN TH00NG CONCERNI~G THE E~ENY SITUA­
TIOrJ ,UJ THE Zl-iSTE:RiIJ SECTOK OJ' THE D}JL. COL (31,41, co O~ THE 2D 
A~VN REGT, R~SPONDED fO~ GE~ T~UCNG GIVING ~ GENERAL RU~DCi~ AND 
P~ESE~TING T~E CONCLUSIO~ THAT THE EASTERN SECTOR ~AS FAIRLY ~UIET 
ALTHOUGH CONTACTS MAD 6~EN MADE WITH SHALL GROUPS OF INFILTRATORS 
AND SAPPE'i ;UT'4Ci<S. GOL GIAI NOTED TH.4T THE 27fZiTH ;~VA REGHiENT 
A;JD T}{E 31::>T GROeJP ~:JlIKE 5T ILL LOCATlill m~ THZ EM:.TER[·! D;fJZ FRONT 
.~Nj) A PRISON"R HAu BEEN Tt\KEi~ fROt'i THE Z1TH £>iJ OF' LiE 31 ST GctODP 
ONLY LAST ~EEK. COL GIAI ALSO ~OTED THE RALLYIWG OF ~ HOI C~~NH 
WHO HAD FOJMED THE INTENTION OF RALLYING 10 HANOI AND H4D T~AVEL­
LED .THE L[NGT~ OF NVX I~ ORDER TO CARRY GUT HIS PLAN. lj ~IS TRIP 
SOUTH THIS HOI CHA~H ASSERTED THAT HE HAD S~EN ARTILLERY POSITIO~S 
A~D 700 I~UCKS, TWO ITEMS WHIC~ LOULD POSSI5LY 5E RELATED TO THE 
REPO~TS 0E HAVE RECEIVED CONCE~NIWG A Sl~~ER-FALL OFFENSIVE. 
E. ~UESIIONS ~ERE ALSO RAISED BY COMUSMACV CONCERNING THE 
SITUATION IN ~ES~ERW QUA~G TRI. COL GIAI, V~O HAD RECENTLy 
OPE~ATZD I~ THE DA XRO~G VALLEY, STATED HE E5TI~ATED THPT THE~E 
\'Jtl.S NO C;-it-\NGE HJ'T:-{E DISPOSITIONS OF THE 246TH NVA REGT 110 TI1E 
~~ QUAD~ANT OF QUANG TRI A~D NOTED THE ABSENCE OF A~Y CONTACT 
WITH THE 248 SOUTH Of ROUlE 9 ~OR ~O~E THAN THREE WEEKS. GOL 
CANTOi~ i{£!:~1.~RKED THAT {~LL LmIC.\TIONS POHJTED TO TH£!: ttJIT;-[DR.~1.1.~L 

, OF' ~1~JOR £!:Lt.11E~nS OF T,--it<: '24B REGli~ENT TO THE E~(TREf\]E \IJE.ST;:~:\; 
QUANG T~I SALI~~J A~O ~035I~LY LAOS. 

I S. GEN l·\6;:{~&jS LE:FT APt' ARENTLY SATISFIE.D 1';-{,61 Pr(OPErt ,~CTI 0;115 
HAD E~2~ TAKEN I~ TH~ [/2/3 CONTACT APD ~E ~AS SAII3~IED 
THlH Tht: liJARI NE3 "AD NOT BE.E~ C!~UGHT SLEEPI ;",,8, oLiT H,'lU 
~'OUGriT J:\LL\{HLY' A;~D \vELL. I 'L~Li\2D i)llTH REG! CO, B~,' CO 

~ P.e];) E CO CO. I ,;GRZ£. 
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COMMENTS MADE BY GENERAL ABRAND:3.
A. COMUSMACV SPOKE TO THE PACELEM OF C-52 STRIKE ISSIONS NOTING
THAT THEY WERE CRITICAL RIGHT NOV AS WE HAVE GOOD INTELLIGENCE
INDICATING THAT THE ENEMY INTENDS TO ATTACK IN THE III CORPS AREA
WITH UP TO FOUR DIVISIONS AND THERE ARE ALSO INDICATIONS OF RENEWED
ATTACKS WHICH MAY' OCCUR IN THE HIGHLANDS OF 11 CORPS.
B. GEN ABRAMS QUERIED MGEN JOMES AS TO WHAT COVERAGE HE WOULD
LIKE TO HAVE. COMUSMACV NOTED THAT IT APPEARED THAT GEN JONES HAD
GOOD TARGETS SOUTH OF THE DMZ. GEN JONES RESPONDED IN THE AFFIRM-
ATIVE INDICATING THAT HE HAD UP TO 22 TARGETS RIGHT NOW. COMUSMACV
REPLIED THAT UP TO 54 X E-52 SORTIES COULD EE MADE AVAILABLE ON A
MAX COMPRESSION EFFORT. HOWEVER, GEN ABRAMS STATED THAT HE MUST
REVIEW THE ENTIRE SITUATION AS REGARDS 6-52 STRKES.
C. ABOVE ALL, GEN ABRAHS NOTED THAT WHAT WAS CURRENTLY NEEDED
WAS A REVIEW OF ALL THAT HAD TRANSPIRED AND THEN COME UP WITH A
COMBINED CAMPAIGN PLAN TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM WHICH WOULD TIE
IN TACTICS AND AL'L SUPPORTING ARMS INCLUDING ARTY AND IAC AIR. IN
PREPARATION OF THIS PLAN THE QUESTION ARISES AS TO WHETHER WE WANT
TO GO INTO THE SHDMZ TO ACCOMPLISH OUR MISSION. IF THE OVERALL
SITUATION PERMITS Ail OPERATION OF THIS NATURE, IT MUST BE DONU SITH
GREAT DELIBERATENESS AND WITH A POVERFUL EFFORT. PREPARATIONS
MUST BE IN DEPTH WITH A GOOD, REALISTIC CONCEPT. ACCORDINGLY,
COMUSMACV DESIRED THAT THE RECOMMENDATIONS BE MADE ON THIS.
D. GEN ABRAMS THEN ASKED MGEN TRUONG CONCERNING THE ENEMY SITUA-
TION IN THE EASTERN SECTOR OF THE D.I.Z. COL GIAI, CO OF THE 2D
ARVN REGT, RESPONDED FOR GEN TRUONG GIVING A GENERAL RUNDOWN AND
PRESENTING THE CONCLUSION THAT THE EASTERN SECTOR WAS FAIRLY QUIET
ALTHOUGH CONTACTS HAD BEEN MADE WITH SMALL GROUPS OF INFILTRATORS
AND SAPPER ATTACKS. COL GIAI NOTED THAT THE 270TH NVA REGIMENT
AND THE 31ST GROUP WERE STILL LOCATED ON THE EASTER@ DMZ FRONT
AND A PRISONER HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM THE 27TH on OF THE 31ST GROUP
ONLY LAST WEEK. COL GIAI ALSO NOTED THE RALLYING OF A HO I CHANH
WHO HAD FORMED THE INTENTION OF RALLYING IN HANOI AND HAD TRAVEL-
LED THE LENGTH OF NVN IN ORDER TO CARRY OUT HIS PLAN. IN HIS TRIP
SOUTH THIS HOI CHANH ASSERTED THAT HE HAD SEEN ARTILLERY POSITIONS
AND 700 TRUCKS, TWO ITEMS WHICH COULD POSSIBLY BE RELATED TO THE
REPORTS WE HAVE RECEIVED CONCERNING A SUMMER-FALL OFFENSIVE.
E. QUESTIONS WERE ALSO RAISED BY COMUSMACV CONCERNING THE
SITUATION IN WESTERN QUANG TRI. COL GIAI, WHO HAD RECENTLY
OPERATED IN THE DA KRONG VALLEY, STATED HE ESTIMATED THAT THERE
WAS NO CHANGE IN THE DISPOSITIONS OF THE 246TH NVA REGT IN THE
NO QUADRANT OF QUANG TRI AND NOTED THE ABSENCE OF ANY CONTACT
WITH THE 24B SOUTH OF ROUTE 9 FOR MORE THAN THREE WEEKS. OOL
CANTON REMARKED THAT ALL INDICATIONS POINTED TO THE WITHDRAWAL
OF MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE 24B REGIMENT TO THE EXTREME WESTERN
QUANG TRI SALIENT AND POSSIBLY LAOS.
9. GEN ABRAMS LEFT APPARENTLY SATISFIED THAT PROPER ACTIONS
HAD BEEN TAKEN I'M THE E/2/3 CONTACT AND HE WAS SATISFIED
THAT THE MARINES HAD NOT BEEN CAUGHT SLEEPING, BUT HAD
FOUGHT VALIANTLY AND WELL. I TALKED WITH REGT CO, BN 00

27(3)
AND E CO CO. I AGREE.

WARM REGARDS.
SSO NOTED: DELIVER INNEDIATELY.

GP-4
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SECRET m MAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-88) 

OPERATION COOE FROM
CG 'U"MAF I DATE 

X- ORIGI NATOR 12 AUG 69 
A-ACT!ON I COGNIZANCE ". 

C -COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIAL# I CO·~TROI.. DATE 
I - IN F,')RMATION o 12%¢t!5 AUG 61~ I cOP'(\t 2 .3 tF 

4-
S - SIG~ATURE COPIES RECO 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE , IIJJnAL SUB.lECT V I S..AI OF COMUSMACV 

IN ",OUT I TO ,. ,. ON 11 AUG 1969 
J CG rj:" '~., I.,. -Itti--,; , I. I ~~ 6'/ .A/II' 

" ;.; 
" ...... _fi ... ~ ~~ -v-" 

t--\ QCG :r ~ , V;/ 
THIS DOCU T IS UNDER CONTROL AND 

DCG AIR _,;7 " MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 
':).- CIS -:L ''v 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/OISPOS-

OCIS V ITICH ON THIS ROUTE SHEET. 

OCIS PLAN' ~ 

~ SIS T !l'/~" (V/A,/It1 ~ 
G-I - ~, rv 

~100. 

( G-Z /.h u- ~ ~/ Btt (iC" to /!L ./...........,~ " ~') ""'\ G-3 ~i ~ ; JL'~: 
G-4 , ' ,'l In ,~~,,;'" ~''''k ~ <. ... , 

G-~ I ': ~. c 

G-6 -' 

CAP 

ADJ 

CORDS 

EMB/TRANS 

ENGR 

Has CO 

INSP 

MTO 
OP ANAL 

ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 

t.EG~l.. 

PilAO 

sac 

~ SECRET 
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HEADGUARTERS
III MARINE AMP HIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET IIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

CG 111 MAF 12 AUG 69*- ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE-COMMENT /RECOMMENDATTON
o 120025 AUG 69 1,2,3 41- INFORMATION

OF COPIES RECOCOPY*S-SIGNATURE
SUBJECT VISIT OF COMUSMACVDATE

INITIALSECTIONROUTE CODE TO 111 MAF ON 11 AUG 1969OUTIN

(1)Feelbook
I3 CG REMARKS

4 IDCG THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN

if
C/S2 7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-

ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S
DC/S PLAN

8/12 Cav1278IS/S
G-1 /

HAS BEEN

SENT

aye

GrubHow AA5 G-2

Copy
Any6 G-3

G-4
G-5
G-6
CAP
ADJ

CORDS

EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO
INSP

MTO
OP ANAL
ORD

PSY OPS
SUPPLY
LEGAL

PMO
sac

SECRET
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o 1~'?J"'?25Z Z"IJ 
r;·j CG II I iiJHi' 
TO CO.,JUS;'!/\CV 
LJPO CG U.3:~:1V 
Zil'i 
SEC ~ E T/EYES'ONLY 
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FO;'? Gc~,J !-\Ba:'l,iS FROl" LTGC::[\) NICK£;~SON 
VISIT Of CO~USNACV TO III MAF O~ l~ A~G 1969 

1. CO~~S~~CV VISITlD I CTZIO~ T]E ~ORNING OF 11 ~~GUST. ARRIVlr~ 
AT p~U SAL AT APP~OXI~~T~LY 0930~, HE WAS ~ET 6Y LTGEN ~ICKERSO~, 
cG III ~AF, A~0 LTGEN ZAIS, CG XXIV CORPS. F~o~ p~u SAL THE 
Pq~TY ?~aCE£0iD TO T~E CP Oi T~f THIRD ~A~lNE DIVISIO~ AT DO~G ~A 
\":-lE.iE THiY i.\fE,~E ,:jET aY TH2: (;O.~ll'l.~~~Jli~G GE~jERl\L, ;'lGEf\1 JO(\ES MJD THe 
CG OF,T:-:E d;:/ST :4.:'N,\ DIVlSIO;J, ;,iGEi; r::?L!O;JG. !.-li'-'Jc:DIATiLY UPOl'; 
~i~IV~L TAE ENTI~£ GROUP ~AS ~~IEFE0 BY THE THI2D ~~RI~E DIVISIC~ 
Sf"lF:':·. 
2. I~IrIAL POlTID~ OF TH~ JRIEFING 
T1C~T~D I~TELLIG~MCE D2VELOP~E~TS SINCE 13 JULY 1969 UH2N A seILD­
UP tl2G:'\:~ TO dE SISC2::LJIGLE. SCUL-l Or' Ti'l~ ;::'Ei'; Htd Rl;JE:t T:iERE :'JEiiE 
3IG,HFICM·;T UC(lC:\SfS n; LET~CnC(S [:·;:i[;('. ~'( Sf:.~\!50~;;, I::l, SL/';R ?L[!S 
[\ fl!:\'J EjSTII:';Cli:S Or ;~ECOh O'='St.:iV!\Tlo;·:;:m Cc;-.,;r,4CTS. :·\S GuT Of';;: Z;,­
.lJ.l'JPLe., ri-lli:R£ l'J£.'iE: 2,273 S£.:SO:i [;c.Tii.CTIGi';S RECCiiD;I;D u:';;:{EG LIE 
P[~ICD :27 JULY-$ :WGU.JT. Ii; .:-,,:j0ITlOi,1, THLRE ':;E:12. I;·:L.iG.'.SIi'jS 
l\jST.'H:C;:S OF ,1b:COi'j L!:A~'IS iC:I!'lG r.1.iED 0[·). 1)!_:RIl~G LiE. PLUGD 6-'3 
AUGUST THERZ ~~~E HEAVY IR JE~DI~GS, SO~E 293 E0IS5IO~S EEI~G 
~ECO]DE0. THERS WiRE AD SIGHTI~GS I~ THE SOUTHERN DMZ AS WELL 
AS TO THE ~ESt OF LZ CATAPULT (XD 326616) AND FSb NEVILLE (XD 79J 
573). THE OVER~LL DEVELOPMENT OF THE I~TELLIGENCE PICTURE WAS 
OfJE QUITE SHIILAR TO THAT I.'JHICH HAD BEl';N EXPERIi!:I'iCED IJJHEN THE ") V 
36TH NVA RiGI~ENT FI~ST ~~TE~=J I~E 0:TR~L 0;,Z ~;0 ~HZ~ T~E ~O (I) 
3':' _Ll >V!~ [,I\;I.3IO;~ O?LL:1TiJ I; 1.'1I':: \rtc.; Ii' :.10-1$63. ' 
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0 123725Z ZYH

RECEIVED
FM CG III MAF

12 AUGA.M.
TO COMUSMACV
INFO CG USARV
ZEM
S T/EYES ONLY
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO III MAF ON 11 AUG 1969

1. COMUSHACV VISITED I CIZION THE MORNING OF 11 AUGUST. ARRIVING
AT PHU BAI AT APPROXIMATELY 0930H, HE WAS MET EY LIGEN RICKERSON,
CG III PIAF, AND LTGEN ZAIS, CG XXIV CORPS. FROM PHU EAI THE
PARTY PROCEEDED TO THE CP OF THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION AT DONG HA
WHERE THEY WERE NET BY THE COMMANDING GENERAL, MGEN JONES AND THE
CG OF THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION, NGEN TRUONG. IMEDIATELY UPON
ARRIVAL THE ENTIRE GROUP WAS BRIEFED BY THE THIRD HARINE DIVISION
STAFF.
2. INITIAL PORTION OF THE BRIEFING
TREATED INTELLIGENCE DEVELOPMENTS SINCE 13 JULY 1969 WHEN A BUILD-
UP BEGAN TO BE DISCERNIBLE. SOUTH OF THE BEN HAI RIVER THERE WERE
SIGNIFICANT INCREASES IN DETECTIONS MADE oY SENSORS, IR, SLAR PLUS
A FEW INSTANCES OF RECON OBSERVATION AND CONTACTS. AS BUT ONE EX-
AMPLE, THERE WERE 2,273 SENSOR DETECTIONS RECORDED DURING THE
PERIOD 27 JULY-9 AUGUST. In ADDITION, THERE WERE INCREASING
INSTANCES OF RECON TEAMS DEING FIRED Oil. DURING THE PERIOD 6-3
AUGUST THERE WERE HEAVY IR READINGS, SOME 298 EMISSIONS EEING
RECORDED. THERE WERE AO SIGHTINGS IN THE SOUTHERN DMZ AS WELL
AS TO THE WEST OF. LZ CATAPULT (XD 326616) AND FSB NEVILLE (XD 793
573). THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTELLIGENCE PICTURE WAS
ONE QUITE SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH HAD BEEN EXPERIENCED WHEN THE

28111
36TH NVA REGIMENT FIRST ENTERED THE CE IRAL D.Z AND WHEN THE
32 TH NVA DIVISION OPERATED I THIS AREA I. MID 1968.

2811
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~~r: 3~ \1 l~ :·~~J",I.~:r:~ 2:\I~~~::i ~.:cr: __ ~, ';.~~I~:T l~~ r:-{: CC~:l.~CTJ '::JIC;·l 
',;;4;) CG~~_~~:::J ~'~-::I.3 r:L:" r' ,jI i-tS"~ LJ,·.'i;: I": ~I~_~~ c.::uI'J.~~L ~_:~, T:~: ~'..~: 

r:J:-acx ;nD D2:;:.~ t:1JG~Gc.D ~:i'-\S L:;~[jOUSTEDLY TIi\:" SI;[ R[GH:i::JT Cr' THE 
3~;LIT'i i"V:~ DIVISIO[\}. S;::VE:JTCfi: JOCU;';dlTS \';[:1£ T:;~(Ef~ F;:lOi'j THE EOGlES 
01' rlV.~' In.; 0[') THE BurL~fH,LD \'j;lICrJ POSITIVELY lIiEi',TIi'I£D THE: PI1E­
SI:.::.;Ct: OF .'iT U:'~ST TeW b.ATT.,.lLlOilS OF THIS ::?iiGL·"Z[a. L,! '~DJHIOt~, 
P'-lPi1S ,~i\J ;'l,fH<IlJGS Oi'; CLO.!'.-;E:G TEl\:T:HIVELY I~Ei;TIFYH:C~ Ti'{Z24TH 
S,,'P?'-'') co···p ... ·,y ;:-"'{ ... ,~ ~··GI'·-·'T·I-'1· ;:;'O"!'D ('\1 '''U7'~ I" i """}'ED i-l' Jl.1\ j'l H£'J , ~1; ~\lV,·. {,t.. ~.;~> .• .,..i:!.;tL:. .I" lJ.\t \,.0;,,( L_ .LL!.~ i l •• '-. i:.:L.~\. '~. 

TH: CC~T[NTIC~ THAT THIS liAS A ~E~ U~IT ~AS f~lIH:~ ~TTESTED TO LY 
L-IS F,i{CT Tl-I~T i0Zl\POr,;s V.i{C) 0['; IH£: p.'HTLEfIELi; ·,nDiEJEi .. J P,:'!D SC::Z 
:IP,D t':~'JiR b~E;:-'1 i'!:1ZD. TdE LO[;lcS Of IH;!; Dl2:~j) ;:Jt:2E. CLAC; I:J RELHI\;'ELY 
NiW U~IFO~MS A~u T~[ CO~?SLS j~R2 ~OTED TO S~ GL~~~-SM~VE~ • 

...A. THE, Ii:iTE..LLI:1EI'lCli. c;81l!.FI[1':; ::.:;5 fCLLO'::':'u iY jl:\' OP2.I1IHIOi·,'[.\,L 
D~IEFI~G COVlRING TJZ ACTIO~ JHICH TeOK PLaCE-O~ Tl-I£ lLTH. THE 
'1TL~C;{ CC,i:r,L~C;;:D :H 10Cl215.i :~G::I;'J::)T THE 3,) PL,c\TCC;·;, "1.'.." CO:·1PAi':Y, 
2/3. r'n:LIJE u.s. i,JE:12: ;UA ::.i'!0 53 ';,rIA I"j 1':11S .~\(;TIO[': ;:fHILE: THi ;;Vf:, 
LOST 17 COi'!FU;·iL:.D KI-;. g :-\ Sf.P:;;:L!\T£ :4TU,CK~diCd OCCLl~~5.:D :.:,T 
10.5615.-1, 15T PLATOO;,], "i" CO"j?:'l~\!i, '?J6 :.:::\S~TT:.C:{ED n: Tdiii 
?OSITIO~0S TJ T~£ ':lEST OF' T:--r.£ 3D PL;UCO[;. TliERJ: i;iE!1E f:C~. S. 
C.l\SU::'LTIES n T;l1S ;:.t':3.~GE;·JL.t\T :::lli'0 E!'''i,·,!Y CI~Si":/,~LTIES ;·;t:i1E Ul:;O]C'.Ji-'. 
~OJEVEa, THE ~TT~CX ~8~lNST Td~ 3D PLATOC~ 063 ~E~ESEDAT 075~~. 
r~ TKIS S~CO~J ATT~CX, S C.S. j~~E XIA A~D 17 GIA ~~ILE TH~Ri 
:·J£RE 19 lJV.1 KIP,. 
5. r:'j SUP?O,-IT OF' nus OP2:;'1!~TIO'~ 2:2cr~; ,~c~r;'JDS O? ARTILLE1't HE:iE 
FI~ED FROM 093700 Te 19~70] tIT~ A0 A0~ITI0~fL 1803 ARTILLERY 

. ··W:Ji!0S FL-~C;D O~V THe: 10TH L~ SUPPO:HOF TEIS tI.;jG:\GEi';:iH. SEliE;.,: 
TOT'S ~E~E fI~[D AND 7JZ ~DDITIO~AL aOU~D5 O~ ~~TY ~ERE DELI­
VERED OJ 1~ TARGETS 0EVELO?ED fY I~TELLIGEKCE. CONC[RNI~G AIR 
3UPPO~T, 33 SORTI[S ~E~E FLO~~ O~ THE I1Trl AGAI~ST 15 TARGETS. 
SEVE;HY-I\,JO (\ 500 LB 501'J6S, 52 X 5Z?J LB i:",P/\U; C,c,.P,'ISTEaS :-i~1D 
g SPt\.=l,:10i:i IHSSILE:S UERi F'IR1!:D O;~ T:-IESE T!:?GETS. E f-IDDITICH), 
Ti-!E::13 '.~':i:~:: 23 TP·c. :'i;I[\'5 tlCLIVC:l1hG 50;0 LE BO"j':·S ('UY1;J OH T,--I~ ( 
IHGdT O~ T:-1:: ::'T·-j~.;..J 5~ , . ..;'i..:. 7;-'" iL .. :: ;LC .. ". T:;i:. 'IG.IT '1r ~r :?.) 
THE }?Ll IvlT:-! :,LL li.?:'dTL;'- ':~i~\GioI CO\.lb~Rf:G;;.,. 
- ' 
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3. THE 30 MAR CIVINTEL BRILFER NOTLD THAT IN THE CONTACTS VHICH
HAD OCCURRED DURING THE r 1ST PET DATE I THE CENTRAL DMZ, THE UNIT
WHICH HAD BEEN ENGAGED WAS UNDOUSTEDLY THE STH REGIMENT OF THE
394TH NVA DIVISION. SEVENTEEN DOCUMENTS WERE TAKEN FROM THE BODIES
OF NV 3 KIA ON THE BATTLEFIELD WHICH POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED THE PRE-
SENCE OF AT LEAST TWO bATTALIGNS OF THIS REGIMENT. IN ADDITION,
PAPERS AND MARKINGS ON CLOTHING TENTATIVELY IDENTIFYING THE 24TH
SAPPER COMPANY, 9TH NVA REGIMENT WERE FOUND Oil BODIES IN A BURKER.
THE CONTENTION THAT THIS WAS A NEW UNIT WAS FURTHER ATTESTED TO BY
THE FACT THAT WE 4P O N S TAKEN ON THE BATTLEFIELL WERE NEW AND SOME
HAD NEVER BEEN FIRED. THE BODIES OF THE DEAD WERE CLAD IN RELATIVELY
NEW UNIFORMS AND THE CORPSES WERE NOTED TO BE CLEAN-SHAVEN.
4. THE INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING WAS FOLLOWED BY AN OPERATIONAL
DRIEFING COVERING THE ACTION WHICH TOOK PLACE ON THE 10TH. THE
ATTACK COMMENCED AT 180215H AGAINST THE 3D PLATOCA, "E" COMPANY,
2/3. TWELVE U.S. WERE KIA AND 53 WIA IN THIS ACTION WHILE THE NVA
LOST 17 CONFIRMED KIA. IN A SEPARATE ATTACK WHICH OCCURRED AT
103615.1, 1ST PLATOON, "E" COMPANY, 2/5 WAS ATTACKED IN THEIR
POSITIONS TO THE WEST OF THE 3D PLATCO THERE WERE NC U.S.
CASUALTIES IN THIS ENGAGEMENT AND ENEMY CASUALTIES WERE UNKNOWN.
HOWEVER, THE ATTACK AGAINST THE 3D PLATOON WAS RENEWED AT 075 CH.
IN THIS SECOND ATTACK, S U.S. WERE KIA AND 17 WIA WHILE THERE
WERE 19 NVA KIA.
5. IN SUPPORT OF THIS OPERATION 2250 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY WERE
FIRED FROM 393700 TO 193789 WITH An ADDITIONAL 1200 ARTILLERY
ROUNDS FIRED Oiv THE 10TH IN SUPPORT OF THIS ENGIGEMENT. SEVEN
TOT'S WERE FIRED AND 70Z ADDITIONAL ROUNDS OF ARTY WERE DELI-
VERED Oil 13 TARGETS DEVELOPED BY INTELLIGENCE. CONCERNING AIR

SUPPORT, 33 SORTIES WERE FLOWN ON THE 13TH AGAINST 15 TARGETS.
SEVENTY-TWO X 500 LB BOMES, 52 X 523 LB NAPALM CANNISTERS AND
8 SPARROW MISSILES WERE FIRED OW THESE TARGETS. IN ADDITION,
THERE WERE 23 TPO RHNS DELIVERING 507 LE BOIES FLOWN ON THE

28/21NIGHT OF THE STH AND 50 MORE TPK RUNS FLC ON THE MIGHT or
THE 10TH WITH ALL REPORTING GOOD COVERAGE.

28/2)
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~ .',S Ie :'.':::~ :\;,c;C .'LLn ~ l..,'<':::~2i.·;';Y 2:\j,'.C':; 1 ERE: Co.J·Ll:.fL...t L. i 
1'347,-j ';:ILI I.E ':::';L: ... 8':' C,: T,~'::" ,-,'\:::~"LTlt:.:; R2:·,:>J~I) FRu, T·;:· IlrL_ 
paro;-( TO 193.011. ::jiGJ..VI\C .lAS (;O,:lPLIC,'HlD BY TdE. REed?T OJ? UCC:-JLI;r 
f'L~~;3 U O:'J;;: O~~ THE LZ' S SELECTED fOR ::':V[:\CU:~,[lG,J. 
7. COM~~~T3 ~ADE BY Si~~RAL ABRANS~ 
.'.\. CO:'1USfil~CV SPOKE TO TiiE PRCBLEt'! Or' 8-52 STRIi(E ;;iIssrO;~3 ,,;OTIi"G 
TriA! T~!Y jER~ C~ITICAL RIGHT NOW AS WE rlAV~ GOOD I~TELLIGEWCE 
HJDIC,HHJG T,1I':T THE: ErJ£!:JY liH£lljJ)S TO ATT,';C!{ PJ THE III CGrtPS ,'\REt-I. 
~4ITH UP TO FOU;={ DlvISIO,~S .1.iJD T;f[f1E ARE .4LSO I!\:DIC~.TIO:JS OF RE:'][\';ED 

·ATr.'-IC;Gs ~J.HCH I'I!J.Y OCCUR Hi THE HIGHL.~:;jDS Oi' 11 C01p·~. 
b. GE:·J Ad:i/V1S QU£HIED l'jGEi4 JOI~ES(\S TU ::!HAT (;OvE;-t!-\GE HE ::iouLD 
LIKE TO HAVE. CO~U~~ACV NOTED THAT IT 4PPEARiD TJAT GEN JO~~S H~D 
GOOD T/\.1GET5 SOUTH OF LIE. D'-'lL. GEN JOi~ES RESPO(vDED Ii~ THE AFFIR;·:.'\­
rIVE INJIC~TI~G THAT HE HA~ UP TO 22 TARGETS RIGHT ~O~. CO~USMACV 
iiEPLIED T;i~T UP TO 54 X B-5~ .30RTIE:S CouLD 8E ~l),DE AV;ULABLE: Ol'i g 
r!jI'.X CO;\lPJESSIOfli EFFO:1T. HOHiVER, GE;\I ABRMiS STATt:.D TdA! HE :'WST 
REVliV TAE iNTIRE SITUATIO~ AS REGARDS E-52 STRIKES. 
C. ABOVE ALL, GEN A8R~~S NOTED THAT WH~T WAS CURRENTLY NEEJED 
~;;.;S t. :l:i.VI2:.·.~ OF ALL nUH HAD TlUiIlSPIRED Aim THEi~ COt1E :J? ~JITti A 
CQi1BIi"JEj) C;:,l1P.UG:0 PL{l,['J TO JEAL ~JITH THIS PROBLEl'i ~·JH.ICH t'jOULD TIE 
1(1; T.~CTICS AJD ALL SUPPORTING AR;·;S INCLUDING .t1RTY A[\lD TAC AIR. IN 
PREPA~~TIO~ OF T~IS PLA~ tHE QUESTION ARIS~S AS TO 0rlETHER ~~ ~ANT 
TO GO HJ'fO THE S:iJt'1Z TO !\CCOi·;PLISH OUK ;'iISSIOl~. IF THE OVE'RALL 
SITU:HIOl") PERi'dTS f\l~ OPiliATIOlJ OF THIS NATURE, IT i',jUST GE DONE tIlTH 
GREAT DELI6ER~TENESS A~D WITH A PO~ERFUL EFFORT, PREPAR~TIO~S 
MUST 6[ IN DEPTH 01TH A GOOD, RiALISTIC CONCEPT. ACCORDINGLY, 
CO['lJUS,\1~CV DES I':{ ED T H ... U RECOI'l;licl~lJ!H IONS BE i:jADE Oi~ T HI s. 
D. GEN ASH tWiS T!iEN ASK~D j,jGE1\ Tn UO:\lG ~G;\'CERIV I ;·JG T HI::. EiJE:q Y 51 TfJA­
nOi\) Hl THZ EAST!!:R;-.) SECTG;:( OF THE u;:jZ. COL SIAL, Co THE ~D 
ARV~ ~EGT, ~ESPONilED ~OR GEN rRJO~G GIVI~G A GENE~AL RU~DOWN AND 
P~ESE~TING T~E CO~GLUSION TH~T THE i~STER~ SECTOR w~s FAIRLY QUIET 
ALTHOUG~ CONTACTS HAD EEE~ ~ADE VITH SMALL GROUPS OF INFILTRATORS 
AND S~PP£~ ATTACKS. COL GIAI NOTED THAT THE 210TH H~A REGI~ENT 
,~[lJD THE 31ST GROUP TJS;:(E: STILL LOC.4TED O~; THi EP1STE:Rl~ Dj·jZ FRO;H 
AND A pnlSONER rlAD BE~~ TAKEN F~Q~ THE 27TH B~ OF T~E 31ST GROUP 
o:JLY LAST l,vi!:Ei{. COL GIAI gLSO NOTED THE R.~LLYIi~G Of /-\ HOI CHlHJH 
VHO HAD FO~~iD T~2 INTENTION OF RALLYING IN HA~OI ~ND HAD TRAVEL­
LED THE LENGTH OF ~VN I~ ORDER TO CARRY OUT HIS PLA~. IN HIS TRI? 
SOUTH THIS HOI C~~~~ ASSERT~D THAT HE HAD SEEN ARTILLERY POSITIONS 
AND 100 TIWCKS, p.iO ITEl'liS Wi-HCH COULD POSSIBLY BE RELATED TO THE 
REPO~TS WE H~VE REC2IVtD (;O~CfR~I~G ~ SU~GER-FALL OFFE~SIVE. 
E. QUESTIOi~S ·!It!.~E ALSO R,HSED BY CO;~US1~KCV CC;~CE;=Ual~G THE 
SITUATIO~ 100 dESTER& QUA~G 1]1. COL GIAI, ~~o ~~D REC~~TLY 
OPE~ATED IN T~E DA KRONG VALLEY, 5T~TED HE [STI~~T~D THAT THERE 
'JJAS NO CH,:.'t[\!GE Il~ THE 0ISPOSITIOi];; OF THE. 246T-I :JV;:\ REGT IIJ THE 
~0 QUAD~~NT OF lU4NG T~I AND NOTED THE A8SE~C~ OF A~Y GO~TACT 
WITH T~E 243 SOUT~ OF ROUTf 9 ~O~ MORE THA~ THREE ~~~KS. COL 
C~~TON RE~4~KED T~~r ALL IUDIC~TIO~S POINTED Te THE jIT~D~~~~L 
OF [·i.I',JOr'( cL!i'ii:iilT3 OF' nIt: 24;:. REGLJE1"!T TO FIE. i)\I:iE.l·;i:!: ;.j[STE.R.J 
aUANG TRl S~LIE~T A~D POSSI3LY LAOS. , ! 
GP-4 . SSO \;OTC:: u2LIVE.1 [,Jan;G :.JCi1l{!i:G HOl.:RS ::(8'"13 ) 
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6. AS TC MED EVAC ALL VI : EMERGENCY EVACS WERE COMPLETED BY
1343H WITH THE BALANCE OF THE CASUALTIES RELOVED FRU THE FIFLS
PRIOR TO 1930H. MEDIVAC JAS COMPLICATED BY THE RECEIPT OF INCONING
FIRES IN ONE OF THE LZ'S SELECTED FOR EVACUATION.
7. COMMENTS MADE BY GENERAL ABRAMS:
A. COMUSMACV SPOKE TO THE PROBLEM OF B-52 STRIKE MISSIONS NOTING
THAT THEY WERE CRITICAL RIGHT NOW AS WE HAVE GOOD INTELLIGENCE
INDICATING THAT THE ENEMY INTENDS TO ATTACK IN THE III CORPS AREA
WITH UP TO FOUR DIVISIONS AND THERE ARE ALSO INDICATIONS OF RENEWED
ATTACKS WHICH MAY OCCUR IN THE HIGHLANDS OF II CORPS.
b. GEN ABRAMS QUERIED NGEW JONES AS TO WHAT COVERAGE HE WOULD
LIKE TO HAVE. COMUSMACV NOTED THAT IT APPEARED THAT GEN JONES HAD
GOOD TARGETS SOUTH OF THE DMZ. GEN JONES RESPONDED IN THE AFFIRMA-
TIVE INDICATING THAT HE HAD UP TO 22 TARGETS RIGHT NOW. COHUSMACV
REPLIED THAT UP TO 54 X B-52 SORTIES COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE ON A
MAX COMPRESSION EFFORT. HOWEVER, GEN ABRAMS STATED THAT HE MUST
REVIEW THE ENTIRE SITUATION AS REGARDS B-52 STRIKES.
C. ABOVE ALL, GEN ABRAMS NOTED THAT WHAT WAS CURRENTLY NEEDED
WAS A REVIEW OF ALL THAT HAD TRANSPIRED AND THEN COME UP WITH A
COMBINED CAMPAIGN PLAN TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM WHICH WOULD TIE
IN TACTICS AND ALL SUPPORTING ARMS INCLUDING ARTY AND TAC AIR. IN
PREPARATION OF THIS PLAN THE QUESTION ARISES AS TO WHETHER WE WANT
TO GO INTO THE SHDMZ TO ACCOMPLISH OUR MISSION. IF THE OVERALL
SITUATION PERMITS AN OPERATION OF THIS NATURE, IT MUST BE DONE WITH
GREAT DELIBERATENESS AND WITH A POWERFUL EFFORT, PREPARATIONS
MUST BE IN DEPTH WITH A GOOD, REALISTIC CONCEPT. ACCORDINGLY,
COMUSMACV DESIRED THAT RECOMMENDATIONS BE MADE ON THIS.
D. GEN ABRAMS THEN ASKED MGEN TRUONG CONCERNING THE ENEMY SITUA-
TION IN THE EASTERN SECTOR OF THE DMZ. O OL GIAI, C O THE ?,D
ARVN REGT, RESPONDED FOR GEN TRUONG GIVING A GENERAL RONDOWN AND
PRESENTING THE CONCLUSION THAT THE EASTERN SECTOR WAS FAIRLY QUIET
ALTHOUGH CONTACTS HAD BEEN MADE WITH SMALL GROUPS OF INFILTRATORS
AND SAPPER ATTACKS. COL GIAI NOTED THAT THE 270TH NVA REGIMENT
AND THE 31ST GROUP WERE STILL LOCATED ON THE EASTERN DMZ FRONT
AND A PRISONER HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM THE 27TH BN OF THE 31ST GROUP
ONLY LAST WEEK. COL GIAI ALSO NOTED THE RALLYING OF A HOI CHANH
WHO HAD FORMED THE INTENTION OF RALLYING IN HANOI AND HAD. TRAVEL-
LED THE LENGTH OF NVN IN ORDER TO CARRY OUT HIS PLAN. IN HIS TRIP
SOUTH THIS HOI CHANH ASSERTED THAT HE HAD SEEN ARTILLERY POSITIONS
AND 700 TRUCKS, TWO ITEMS WHICH COULD POSSIBLY BE RELATED TO THE
REPORTS WE HAVE RECEIVED CONCERNING A SUMMER-FALL OFFENSIVE.
E. QUESTIONS WERE ALSO RAISED BY COMUSMACV CONCERNING THE
SITUATION IN WESTERN QUANG TRI. COL GIAI, WHO MAD RECENTLY
OPERATED IN THE DA KRONG VALLEY, STATED HE ESTIMATED THAT THERE
WAS NO CHANGE IN THE DISPOSITIONS OF THE 246TH WVA REGT IN THE
NW QUADR 4NT OF QUANG TRI AND NOTED THE ABSENCE OF ANY CONTACT
WITH THE 243 SOUTH OF ROUTE 9 FOR MORE THAN THREE WEEKS. COL
CANTON REMARKED THAT ALL INDICATIONS POINTED TO THE WITHDRAWAL
OF MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE 248 REGIMENT TC THE EXTREME WESTERN
QUANG TRI SALIENT AND POSSIBLY LAOS.

28(3)
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0 121405Z ZYH
PM CG III MAF
TO CG AMERICAL DIV
ZEM
S to CRE T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN RAMSEY FROM LTGE NICKERSON

LZ HAWK HILL ACTION
A. YR 120835 AUG 69

1. REF A IS ACKNOWLEDGED.
2. HOWEVER, I DESIRE A MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTION AND

ANALYSIS OF THE SITUAT ION AT HAWK HILL PRIOR TO THE

COMMENCEMENT OF THE ENEMY ATTACK AS WELL AS ACTIONS

TAKEN DURING THE COURSE OF THE ATTACK.

3. SPECIFICALLY, AS A MINIMUM, ANSWER'S TO THE FOLLOWING

QUESTIONS ARE REQUESTED. WHAT WAS THE DETAILED DEFENSIVE

PLAN? DID THE PLAN PORVIDE FOR LISTENING POSTS AND

BUTPOSTS; IF SO WERE THEY MANNED AND HOW DID THEY REACT

PRIOR TO THE ACTUAL ATTACK? WHAT WAS THE NORMAL PATROLLING

PATTERN? DID THE PLAN PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL PATROLLING

IN THE EVENT OF AN ALERT OR THE IMMINENT POSSISILITY OF

ATTACK? WHAT PATROL'S WERE OUT PRIO R TO THE ATTACR? THE

ADEQUACY OF INT ERLOCKING FIRES ON THE DEFENSIVE PERIMETER?

NATURE OF WARNING DEVICES IN THE PERIHETER, I.E., TRIP

FLARES, FUGASSE, POWDER BAGS, ETO? VAS THE DEFENSIVE PLAN

REHEARSED PREVIOUSLY? THE ADERDACY IN NUMBER AND LOCATION

OF FIGHTING HOLES AS DISTINGLISHED FROM LIVING BUNKERS?

IT IS NOTED IN REF (A) THAT OVEMENT WAS DETECTED AT

123905; I l ADDITION TO FIRES PLACED ON THE AREA OF

MOVEMENT, WERE PATROLS OR REACTION FORCES DISPATCHED

TO THE AREAS OF MOVEMENT?
4. USE 0 F. A SKETCH NAP TO DEPICT THE DEFENSIVE PLAN

IS SUGGESTED.
5. YOUR COMMENTS ARE REQUESTED CONCERNING THE DESIRABILITY

OF UTILIZING ARMORED VEHICLES AS FIGHTING POSITIONS IN

FIXED BASE DEFENSES. IN ADDITOION, YOUR EVALUATION OF THE

MANNER THE DEFENSE WAS CONDUCTED AND THE PERFORMANCE OF

RESPONSIBLE COMWANDERS AT LOCATION
6. THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS REQUESTED BY 131000H

(SSG NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY.)
30/11GP-4
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS AMERICAL DIVISION 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96374 
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;II' _ 

AVDP-CG 13 Ausust 1969 

HBHORARDUK POB.: Lieuteunt General lfickeraon 

SUBJEC'f: Sapper Attack at LZ BAWlt BnL 

}teferenee: a. My DlSg (C) 12083SZ AuSU.t SubJ: Sapper attack at 
LZ HAWIC HILL. 

b. Yr 12140SZ Ausust 

1. The followtn8 information requested by Reference b is submittecl: 

a. Background 

Placing the 2-1 Infantry at ~ BILL was the initial step in relocating 
the 196th Brigade headquarters from LZ BALDY to HAWK Bnt replacing the I-I 
Cavalry. The 1-1 Cavalry reUnquilhecl control of the AO to 196th Brigade 
effective 101200 August 1969. ~ BILL was occupiecl by elements of 2-1 
Infantry on 10 August and C/l-l Cavalry was placed under operational control 
to 196th Brigade pending assumption of all missions by 196th Brigade. 
Prior to 10 August, the 1-1 Cavalry bad providecl for the defense of BAWIC 
HILL. 

b. Defensive Plan 

On the night of 11-12 August the Cav Troop was integrated into the 
defenses (See sketch) panding readjustment of the perimeter to accomodate 
2-1 Infantry and its organic weapons. The perimeter obltacle. cOllsist of 
double apron barbed wire fence plus a triple row of concerti... Claymore 
mines and trip flare. were installed in and forward of the wire. Other 
devices such as fougasse and powder bag' were not utilized. A reaction 
force of 15 EM and I officer was organized and briefed as to their duties. 
During the attack, which cOllllll8nced at approximately 120230 August, the force 
was employed to secure the TOC and to assist in ~vacuating the wounded. 
Illumination and fire support was provided by 15Smm artillery and 81mm mortar 
located on BAWIC HU,L. The Cav troop has had extensive rehearsals on the 
defense of BAWIC BU,L. The 2-1 Infantry had not conducted a rehearsal although 
all pers8DDe1 had been briefed. 

c. Patrol, and LP 

The plan of defense did not provide for listening posts outside of the 
perimeter but did provide for the alertness of persouael at each fighting 
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APO SAN FRANCISCO 96374
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AMERICA
STATES OF

AVDF-CG 13 August 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR: Lieutenant General Nickerson

SUBJECT: Sapper Attack at LZ HAWK HILL

Reference: a. My msg (c) 120835Z August Subj: Sapper attack at
LZ HAWK HILL.

b. Yr 1214052 August

1. The following information requested by Reference b is submitted:

a. Background

Placing the 2-1 Infantry at HAWK HILL was the initial step in relocating
the 196th Brigade headquarters from LZ BALDY to HAWK HILL replacing the 1-1
Cavalry. The 1-1 Cavalry relinquished control of the AO to 196th Brigade
effective 101200 August 1969. HAWK HILL was occupied by elements of 2-1
Infantry on 10 August and C/1-1 Cavalry was placed under operational control
to 196th Brigade pending assumption of all missions by 196th Brigade.
Prior to 10 August, the 1-1 Cavalry had provided for the defense of HAWK
HILL.

b. Defensive Plan

On the night of 11-12 August the Cav Troop was integrated into the
defenses (See sketch) pending readjustment of the perimeter to accomodate
2-1 Infantry and its organic weapons. The perimeter obstacles consist of
double apron barbed wire fence plus a triple row of concertina. Claymore
mines and trip flares were installed in and forward of the wire. Other
devices such as fougasse and powder bags were not utilized. A reaction
force of 15 EM and 1 officer was organized and briefed as to their duties.
During the attack, which commenced at approximately 120230 August, the force
was employed to secure the TOC and to assist in evacuating the wounded.
Illumination and fire support was provided by 155mm artillery and 81mm mortar
located on HAWK HILL. The Cav troop has had extensive rehearsals on the
defense of HAWK HILL. The 2-1 Infantry had not conducted a rehearsal although
all personnel had been briefed.

c. Patrols and LP

The plan of defense did not provide for listening posts outside of the
perimeter but did provide for the alertness of personnel at each fighting
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AVDP-CG 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT: Sapper Attack at LZ BAWlC BU,L 

positiOD to strange sounds clos. to the wire. Listenina posts are not 
practical because of· the proximity of several villages close to the perimeter. 
In addition, the local PP forces patrol aDd establish ambushes nightly in 
the immediate vicinity of ~ BILL. These forees are considered as part 
of the defen.e. (See sketch) Because of frequent night d_ patrols by 
the local PP in the vicinity no OS patrols are dispatched from HAWK BU,L 
during darkness • Bowever , a very low level hover type patrol of the peri_ter 

\ was conducted at last ligbt by observation helicopters. The dowawa.h of 
the rotar blades asdst in the detection of enemy persoanel who may be 
concealed in tall grass or shrubs. This technique of close in patrolling 
by air has proved effective. 

d.· Positions 

There are a total of 38 fightiag pOSitions for both vehicles and dis­
mounted troops. All fighting positions are located approximately SO meter. 
apart with clear field. of interlocking fire from SOO to 1000 meters to the 
froat. Troop 11vina bunkers are located near the fish tins positions for 
quick respOllaa. !bare are about a. maayl1ving bunkers for combat troops 
as ~isbting positions. 

e. Reac,ion to initial enemy movement. 

At 12005 August movement wa. detected on the southeast portion of the 
peri.mi!ter. Pire was placed in the area where movement had been observed. 
The unit was placed on lOOper cent alert. Bo patrols were sent into the 
area for reasOat described in parag1:apb c above pgarelln, PI ambu.hes. 

f. Use of Armored .Vehicles 

Armored vehicles in defense of ~ BILL was·used aince the preponderance 
of combat power stationed at HAWK HILL was armored cavalry. Each troop of 
armored cavalry was rotated weekly between defenle of HAWK BILL and combat 
operatioas. The armored vehicle has the advantage of greater firepower,. 
and cOlllllalDications but is wlnerable to elo.e-,la dismounted enemy attack 
without accompanying infantry. A combination of armor and infantry is most 
deairable force for defense. In my op1nion the troop commander had too 
many men on the ACAy' a and not enough men in fishting posidons outside the 
ACAV's. 

2. I am not at all satisfied with the maDDer in which the defense was con­
ducted •• pecla11y by the troop commander of C/1-l Cavalry. The berm around 
the ACAY's were not up to the standard deSired. As stated above, there were 
too many men on the ACAV's and not enough men in individual fighting positions. 
It also appears that when the initial move_nt occurred at 12005 August the 
cOIIIII8nder at HAWlC BU,L. the Executive Officer 2-1 Infantry, placed his troops 
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AVDF-CG 13 August 1969
SUBJECT: Sapper Attack at LZ HAWK HILL

position to strange sounds close to the wire. Listening posts are not
practical because of the proximity of several villages close to the perimeter.
In addition, the local PF forces patrol and establish ambushes nightly in
the immediate vicinity of HAWK HILL. These forces are considered as part
of the defense. (See sketch) Because of frequent night time patrols by
the local PF in the vicinity no US patrols are dispatched from HAWK HILL
during darkness. However, a very low level hover type patrol of the perimeter
was conducted at last light by observation helicopters. The downwash of
the rotar blades assist in the detection of enemy personnel who may be
concealed in tall grass or shrubs. This tachnique of close in patrolling
by air has proved effective.

d. Positions

There are a total of 38 fighting positions for both vehicles and dis-
mounted troops. All fighting positions are located approximately 50 meters
apart with clear fields of interlocking fire from 500 to 1000 meters to the
front. Troop living bunkers are located near the fighting positions for
quick response. There are about as many living bunkers for combat troops
as fighting positions.

e. Reaction to initial enemy movement.

At 12005 August movement was detected on the southeast portion of the
perimeter. Fire was placed in the area where movement had been observed.
The unit was placed on 100 per cent alert. No patrols were sent into the
area for reasons described in paragraph c above regarding PF ambushes.

f. Use of Armored Vehicles

Armored vehicles in defense of HAWK HILL was used since the preponderance
of combat power stationed at HAWK HILL was armored cavalry. Each troop of
armored cavalry was rotated weekly between defense of HAWK HILL and combat
operations. The armored vehicle has the adventage of greater firepower,
and communications but is vulnerable to close-in dismounted enemy attack
without accompanying infantry. A combination of armor and infantry is most
desirable force for defense. In my opinion the troop commander had too
many men on the ACAV's and not enough men in fighting positions outside the
ACAV's.

2. I am not at all satisfied with the manner in which the defense was con-
ducted especially by the troop commander of C/1-1 Cavalry. The berm around
the ACAV's were not up to the standard desired. As stated above, there were
too many men on the ACAV's and not enough men in individual fighting positions.
It also appears that when the initial movement occurred at 12005 August the
commander at HAWK HILL, the Executive Officer 2-1 Infantry, placed his troops

2
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AVDF-CG 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT: Sapper Attack at LZ BAWl( HD.L 

on 100 per cent alert but did not place C Troop, 1-1 Cavalry. which was 
under his operational control on a 100 per cent alert. There was some 
very excellent individual and herOic action accomplished but this does 
not replace-a good organized defense. I have discussed this entire action 
with the Squadron COIIIIDIader 1-1 Cavalry and bave given him specific guid­
aDce as to how to improve his entire squadron. I am setting deeper into 
this problem with the 1-1 Cavalry Squadron Commander and with the 196th 
Brigade Commander who had a battalion taking over the defense of BAWK RD.L. 

3. there have been COl18iderable confusion regarding combat losses of ACAV' s. 
It seems that the troop cOlIIII8aderand the squadron commander were using a 
different yardstick regarding what constituted a combat 108s. As it 
staads now there were 3 ACAV's de-.troyed, 4 additional ACAV's were hit by 
lU'G aad one by a recoUless weapcni. It appears that 4 of the 5 can be 
repaired. A technical inspection is being conducted. One mortar track 
was also hit by RPG and it appears that it can be repaired. 

~/J /} -~-
OYDB.~r 
jor General, USA 

CODIIl8ndiag 
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13 August 1969AVDF-CG
SUBJECT: Sapper Attack at LZ HAWK HILL

on 100 per cent alert but did not place C Troop, 1-1 Cavalry, which was
under his operational control on a 100 per cent alert. There was some

very excellent individual and heroic action accomplished but this does
not replace a good organized defense. I have discussed this entire action
with the Squadron Commander 1-1 Cavalry and have given him specific guid-
ance as to how to improve his entire squadron. I am getting deeper into
this problem with the 1-1 Cavalry Squadron Commander and with the 196th
Brigade Commander who had a battalion taking over the defense of HAWK HILL.

3. There have been considerable confusion regarding combat losses of ACAV's.
It seems that the troop commander and the squadron commander were using a
different yardstick regarding what constituted a combat loss. As it
stands now there were 3 ACAV's destroyed, 4 additional ACAV's were hit by
RPG and one by a recoilless weapon. It appears that 4 of the 5 can be

repaired. A technical inspection is being conducted. One mortar track
was also hit by RPG and it appears that it can be repaired.

ALOYD B. RAMSEY
Major General, USA
Commanding
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SEC R ~ T EYES O~LY FOR MGE~ SI~PSON FRON LTGEN NICKERSO~ 
A. YR 12025SZ AUG69 
1. ~EF CAl IS ACKNOWLEDGED. 
2. HOWEVE~, A MO~E DETAILED DESCRIPTION AND A~ALYSIS OF THE 
SITUATION IN tHE 1ST MARDIV riQs AREA IS REQUESTED. 
3. REQUEST YOUR EVALUATION O~ THE D~~[~SIVE ARRANGE~E~TS 
TO I !I)CLUDE SPEC I FIG ~,LL Y, YOUR EST IU1ATE OF THE i\.DEQlU1CY 
OF T~2 PATROLLING EFFORT I~ VIEW OF .THE FACT THAT THE 
ENEMY WAS ABLE TO COME INTO THE WIRE WITHOUT DETEC1IO~, 
THAT HE ~.JAS·:~BLE TO POSITIOi'v f!]O;iTARS HJ SEVERI~L LCC!HIONS 

,WITHOUT D~TECTION, AND THAT HE ~AS ABLE TO CLOSE TO A 
R.ii[\JGE SUITABLi:'.: FO.1 FIRING RPG' S. ~",~S -THEDEFE1~SIVE PLAi~ 
ADEQUAT[? WAS IT IMPLEMENTED AGGRESSIVELY ~ND FULLY 
IW VIEW OF ATTACK WARNINGS, AND ~ERE APPR8PRIATE RE~CTION 
MEASU~ES TAKE~ ONCE iNE~Y PRESENCE ~AS DETECTED? 

SSO l~OTE ~ DELIVER FIRST ~!JM(HJG HorJR. 
GP-4 
130 
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01214.02 ZYH
FY CS III HAF
TO CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEM
SECRET EYES ONLY FOR MGEN SIMPSON FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
A. YR 120259Z AUG 69
1. REF (A) IS ACKNOWLEDGED.
2. HOWEVER, A MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS OF THE
SITUATION IN THE 1ST MARDIV HQS AREA IS REQUESTED.
3. REQUEST YOUR EVALUATION OF THE DEFENSIVE ARRANGEMENTS
TO INCLUDE SPECIFICALLY, YOUR ESTIMATE OF THE ADEQUACY
OF THE PATROLLING EFFORT IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE
ENEMY WAS ABLE TO COME INTO THE WIRE WITHOUT DETECTION,
THAT HE WAS ABLE TO POSITION MORTARS IN SEVERAL LOCATIONS
WITHOUT DETECTION, AND THAT HE WAS ABLE TO CLOSE TO A
RANGE SUITABLE FOR FIRING RPG' S. WAS THE DEFENSIVE PLAN
ADEQUATE? WAS IT IMPLEMENTED AGGRESSIVELY AND FULLY
IN VIEW OF ATTACK WARNINGS, AND WERE APPROPRIATE REACTION
MEASURES TAKEN ONCE ENEMY PRESENCE WAS DETECTED?

SSO NOTE: DELIVER FIRST WAKING HOUR.
GP-4
130
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SEC RET ISPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN A3RAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON 
lZ HA\!Ji( HILL ActION ON 12 AUGUST (C) 
1" (5) THE FOtlONING INFOR~1ArXO.N ~JAS PROVIDED THIS DATE 
3YGENERAL RAMSEY IN RESPONSE TO A SERIES OF QUESTIONS FROM 
ME IN REGARD TO THE CONDUCT Of THE DEfENSE OF HAWK HILL ON THE 
NIGHT OF !Ro!2 AUGUSTo 
20 (S) QUOTEo 

Ao 3ACKGROUND o PLACING tHE 2-1 INFA~IRY AT HAWK HILL 
WAS THE INITIAL STEP IN RELOCATING THE (96TH BRIGADE HEAD­
QUARTERS FROM lZ 3ALDY TO HAWK HILL REPLACING THE lol CAVALRYo 
THE 1-1 CAVALRY RELINQUISHED CONTROL OF ThE AO TO 196TH BRIGADE 
EFFECTIVE HH20(21 t\UGUSI 196$" HAW}( HILL t~AS OCCUPIED 0'1 
ELEMENTS OF 20 1 INfANTRY ON 10 AUGUST AhD C/I-l CAVALRV WAS 
PLACED UNDER OPERATIONAL CONTROL TO 19GIH 3RIGADE PENDING ASSUMP­
TION Or ALL MISSIONS 3V 196TH 3RIGADE:. PRIOR TO ft0 AUGUSTo 
THE 10 1 CAVALRY HAD PROVIDED FO~ ThE DEFENSE OF HAWK HILLo 

80 DEFENSIVE PLANa ON THE NIGHI dr 11-12 AUGUst THE CAU 
TROOP WAS INTEGRATED INTO THE DEFENSES PENDING READJUSTMENT Of 
THE PERIMETER TO ACCOMMODATE 2-1 INFANIRY AND ITS ORGANIC 
~JEA?ONSo THE PEJUME1'ER OBSTACLES CONSXST Of' DOU tl.E APRON 
BARBED WIRE FENCE PLUS A TRIPLE ROW OF CO~CERIINAo CLAYMORE 
MINES AND TRIP FLARES WERE INSTALLED IN AND FORWARD Of THE 
WIREo OTHER DEVICES SUCH AS FOUGASSE AND POWDER BAGS WERE NOT 
UTILIZED o A REACIION fORCE Of 15 EM AND I OffICER WAS ORGANIZED 
AND BRIEFED AS TO THEIR DUTIESD DURING THE AT1AC~D WHICH 
COMMENCED AT APPROXIMATELY 120230 AUGUST p THE 10RCE VAS EM­
PLOYED TO SECURE THE TOe AND TO ASSIST IN EVACUt\1KMG THE 
WOUNDED. ILLUMINATION AND FIRE SUPPORT WAS PROVIDED av 155MM 
ARTI~LERY AND 81MM MOHTAR LOCATED ON HAWK HILLe tHE CAY TROOP 
HAS HAD EXTENSIVE REHEARSALS ON IHE DEfENSE OF HAWK HILL. THE 
201 INFANTRY HAD NOI CONDUCTED A REHEARSAL ALTHOUGH ALL 
PERSONNEL H~D BEEN aRIEFEDo . 

Co PATROLS AND LPo THE PLAN OF DEFENSE oro NOT PROVIDE 
FOR LISTENING POSTS OUTSIDE OF THE PERiMEtER BUT DID PROVIDE 
FOR THE ALERTNESS OF PERSONNEL AT EACH FIGHTING POSITION TO 
STRANGE SOUNDS CLOSE TO THE WIRE~ LISIENING POSTS ARE NOT 
PRACTICAL 3ECAU5E OF THE PROXIMITY OF SEVERAL VILLAGES CLOSE 
TO THE PERIMETERo IN ADDIlI0N\1 THE LOCAL PI' fOHeES PA'UWl 
AND ESIA3LISH AMBUSHES NIGHTLY IN TkE IMMEDKATE VICINITY OF 
HAWK HILLo THESE FORCES ARE CONSID£RED AS PART OF THE DEFENSEo 
BECAUSE OF FREQUENT NIGHT TIME PATROLS BY THE lOCAL PF XN THE 
VICINITY NO UoSo PATROLS ARE DISPATCHED FROM HAWK HILL DURING 
DARKNESSo HOWEVER o A VERY LOW LEVEL HOVER TYPE PAtROL OF THE 
PERIMETER WAS CONDUCTED AT LAST LIGHT BY OaSERVATION HElICOPTERSo 
THE DOWNWASH Or THE ROTOR aLADES ASSIST IN tHE DEtECTION OF 
ENEMY PERSONNEL WHO MAY 3E CONCEALED IN TALL GRASS OR SHRUBSo 
THIS TECHNIQUE OF CLOSEaIN 'PAIROL(ING BY AIR HAS PROVED 
E~fECTIVEo 
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0 133756Z AUG 69
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
BT
SSECRET /SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
LZ HAWK HILL ACTION ON 12 AU GUST (C)
10 (S) THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED THIS DATE
BYGENERAL RAMSEY IN RESPONSE TO A SERIES OF QUESTIONS FROM
ME IN REGARD TO THE CONDUCT OF THE DEFENSE OF HAWK HILL ON THE
NIGHT OF 11-12 AUGUST.
2. (S) QUOTE.

Ao BACKGROUND. PLACING THE 2-1 INFANTRY AT HAWK HILL
WAS THE INITIAL STEP IN RELOCATING THE 196TH BRIGADE HEAD-
QUARTERS FROM LZ BALDY TO HAWK HILL REPLACING THE 101 CAVALRY.
THE 1-1 CAVALRY RELINQUISHED CONTROL OF THE AO TO 196TH BRIGADE
EFFECTIVE 101200 AUGUST 1969. HAWK HILL WAS OCCUPIED BY
ELEMENTS OF 2-1 INFANTRY ON 10 AUGUST AND 1-1 CAVALRY WAS
PLACED UNDER OPERATIONAL CONTROL TO 19GTH BRIGADE PENDING ASSUMP-
TION OF ALL MISSIONS BY 196TH BRIGADE. PRIOR TO 10 AUGUST ,
THE 801 CAVALRY HAD PROVIDED FOR THE DEFENSE OF HAWK HILL.

B. DEFENSIVE PLAN. ON THE NIGHT OF 11-12 AUGUST THE CAV
TROOP WAS INTEGRATED INTO THE DEFENSES PENDING READJUSTMENT OF
THE PERIMETER TO ACCOMMODATE 2-1 INFANTRY AND ITS ORGANIC
WEAPONS. THE PERIMETER OBSTACLES CONSIST OF DOU BLE APRON
BARBED WIRE FENCE PLUS A TRIPLE ROW OF CONCERTINA. CLAYMORE
MINES AND TRIP FLARES WERE INSTALLED IN AND FORWARD OF THE
WIRE. OTHER DEVICES SUCH AS FOUGASSE AND POWDER BAGS WERE NOT
UTILIZED. A REACTION FORCE OF 15 EM AND 1 OFFICER WAS ORGANIZED
AND BRIEFED AS TO THEIR DUTIES. DURING THE ATTACK, WHICH
COMMENCED AT APPROXIMATELY 120230 AUGUST, THE FORCE WAS EM-
PLOYED TO SECURE THE TOC AND TO ASSIST IN EVACUATING THE
WOUNDED. ILLUMINATION AND FIRE SUPPORT WAS PROVIDED BY 155MM
ARTILLERY AND 81MM MORTAR LOCATED ON HAWK HILL. THE CAV TROOP
HAS HAD EXTENSIVE REHEARSALS ON THE DEFENSE OF HAWK HILL. THE

2-1 INFANTRY HAD NOT CONDUCTED A REHEARSAL ALTHOUGH ALL
PERSONNEL HAD BEEN BRIEFED.

Co PATROLS AND LP. THE PLAN OF DEFENSE DID NOT PROVIDE
FOR LISTENING POSTS OUTSIDE OF THE PERIMETER BUT DID PROVIDE
FOR THE ALERTNESS OF PERSONNEL AT EACH FIGHTING POSITION TO
STRANGE SOUNDS CLOSE TO THE WIRE. LISTENING POSTS ARE NOT
PRACTICAL BECAUSE OF THE PROXIMITY OF SEVERAL VILLAGES CLOSE
TO THE PERIMETER. IN ADDITION, THE LOCAL PF FORCES PATROL
AND ESTABLISH AMBUSHES NIGHTLY IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OF
HAWK HILL. THESE FORCES ARE CONSIDERED AS PART OF THE DEFENSE.
BECAUSE OF FREQUENT NIGHT TIME PATROLS BY THE LOCAL PF IN THE
VICINITY NO U.S. PATROLS ARE DISPATCHED FROM HAWK HILL DURING
DARKNESS. HOWEVER, A VERY LOW LEVEL HOVER TYPE PAIROL OF THE
PERIMETER WAS CONDUCTED AT LAST LIGHT BY OBSERVATION HELICOPTERS.
THE DOWNWASH OF THE ROTOR BLADES ASSIST IN THE DETECTION OF
ENEMY PERSONNEL WHO MAY BE CONCEALED IN TALL GRASS OR SHRUBS.
THIS TECHNIQUE OF CLOSE-IN PATROLLING BY AIR HAS PROVED
EFFECTIVE.
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~ ,Do POSITIONSo IHEFiE ~,RE A 1'OIA,L OF 38 FIG;'iTXNG ·P()SI1'IO~JS 
~ fOR aOTH VEHICLES AND DISf<10UNTED TROOP-So ALL FltHTING 
~. POSITIONS ARE LOCAtED IWPFtOXxr~ATELY 50 METERS APART \;iHH CLEAR 
~ FIELDS OF INTERLOCKING FIRE FROM 520 TO 1000 MEIERS 10 THE 
~ fROfJT" TROOP L!VING BUNKERS ARE LOCATED NEAR THE f!GlffING 
~ POSITIONS FOR QUICK RESPONSE" THERE ARE ABOUT AS f1Ar~y LIVHlG 
~ BUNKERS FOR COMBAT TROOPS AS FIGHTING P.OSITIONSc 
~ Eo REACTION 10 INITIAL ENEMY MOVEMENIQ AI 12000~ AUGUST h r~O\}EMENT ~/AS DEtECTED ON THE SOUThEAST PORTION OF IHE PERIMEIEfio 
~ FIRE t~AS PLACED X N I HE AREA I.diERE MOVEME NT HAD 3EEN 03SERVED 0 

~ THE UNIT WAS PLACED ON 100 PER CENT ALERIa NO PATROLS WERE 
~ SENT INTO THE AREA FOR REASON DESCRlaED IN PARAGRAPH C ABOVE 
,~ REGARDING PF AM8USHESo 
~ F'o USE OF' AiHVlORED VEHICLESo ARMORED VEhICtES IN DEFENSE OF 
~ HA~JI< HILL l;}ASUSED SINCE THE PREPONDEI1ANCE OF" CONBAT ?O\!}Ek 
~ STtrnONED AT HAWK H!LL tvAS ARMORED CAV,~LRYo EACH TROOP Of 
~ ARMORED CAVALRY HAS ROTATED WEEKLY i3EHJEEN OEfE{~SE OF HAWI( H!LL 
P'~ AND COMBAT OPERATIONSo THE IU<MORED VEHICLE HillS THE ADVANTAGE 
~ OF GREATER FIREPOWER~ AND COMMUNICATIONS aUl IS VULNERABLE TO 
% CLOSE.,,! N DISMOUNTED E NE\'IJY A'KTACI( W lThOUT ACCOM?:U1YlNG I NFAN!RY" 
~ A COMBINATION OF ARMOR AND INfANTRY IS MOS! DES]:RA3LE FORCE rOR 
~ DEFENSE. .. IN MY OPINION THE !fWO? COMMAf~DER hAD roo MANV r'IEN ON 
/'~ THE ACAV"S' AND NOT ENOUGH MEN IN FIGHTING POSITIONS OUTSIDE 
/'/J tHE ACAVo,So' . . 
~ Go CONClUSXONSo ! AM Not AT ALL SATISFIED WITH IHt MANNER 
~ IN ~JHICH THE DEFENSE t~AS CONDUCTED ESPC:CIAlLY 3Y THE TROOP 
% COMMANDER OF C/l~ 1 C!WALRY .. THE BERMS AROUND ThE ACAVoS l~ERE 
~ NOT UP TO THE STANDARD DESIRED .. AS STATED ABOVE p THERE I:JERE 
fA TOO MANY MEN ON THE ACt\VoS AND NOT ENOUGH MEN IN INDIVIDUAL 
Ij FIGHTING POSITIONS .. XT ALSO APPEARS ThAT tHiEN THE INITIAL MOVE.." 
?d MEN! OCCURRED AT 1210005 AUGUST THE COMMiH~DER AT HAWK HILLo H!E 
~ EXEcutIVE OFFICER 2~ i INFANTRY!) PLACED HIS TROOPS ON 1100 PER 
~ CENT ALERT aUT DID NOT PLACE C TfiOOP p i-R CAVAlRY9 t'JHICH WAS 
Z; UNDER HIS OPERAT!ONAL eONIR OLo ON A Heel PER CE,N'f AL.ERT 0 1 HERE 
%j ~JAS SO~lE VERY EXCELLENT INDIVIDUAL AND hEROIC AcnON ACCOM'" 
,1/4 PLISHED au! THIS DOES Nor REPLACE A GOOD ORGANIZED DEFENSE" 
~ I HAVE DISCUSSED tHIS ENTIRE ACTION WITH THE SQUADKON 
~ COMMANDER Rc! CAVALRY AND HAVE GIVEN HIM SPECIFIC GUIDANCE AS 
% TO Ho\~ 10 H1PROVE HIS ENIIRE SQUADRONo 1 AN GElTING DEEPER 
~ INTO TH15 PROBLEM ~JnH THE h=A CA\jALRY SQUADRON COMMANDER AND % wItH THE !96TH BRIG/\DE CONMANDER WHO HAD A atH!AlI0N !AKING 
,~ OVER THE DEfENSE Of HAWK HAlLo UNQUOTEo % 3 0 (5) IT IS OBVIOUS TO ME THAT ThERE \lIEfiE SERIOUS DEFICIENCIES 
~ 30TH IN THE ORGANIZATION OF.:THE DEFENSIVE PLAN AND THE COI\;OUCI 
% OF THE DEFENSE PRIOR TO tHE INITIATION OF THE ENEMY ATTACK AS 
~ \>JElL AS DURING THE ATtACK" ! HAVE M~DE 1"1)( \!lE~!S KNONN TO 

.~. GENERIt RAMSEY A NO DIRECIED !(ViMEDIATE CORRECTIVE ACT 10 No 
i~ lIGEN MICKERSONo 

~ ~i~4 
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~ 
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Do POSITIONS. THERE ARE A TOTAL OF 38 FIGHTING POSITIONS
FOR BOTH VEHICLES AND DISMOUNTED IROOPS. ALL FIGHTING
POSITIONS ARE LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 50 METERS APART WITH CLEAR
FIELDS OF INTERLOCKING FIRE FROM 522 TO 1000 METERS TO THE
FRONT. TROOP LIVING BUNKERS ARE LOCATED NEAR THE FIGHTING
POSITIONS FOR QUICK RESPONSE. THERE ARE ABOUT AS MANY LIVING
BUNKERS FOR COMBAI TROOPS AS FIGHTING POSITIONS.

E. REACTION TO INITIAL ENEMY MOVEMENT. AI 120005 AUGUST
MOVEMENT WAS DETECTED ON THE SOUTHEAST PORTION OF THE PERIMETER.
FIRE WAS PLACED IN THE AREA WHERE MOVEMENT HAD BEEN OBSERVED.
THE UNIT WAS PLACED ON 100 PER CENT ALERT. NO PATROLS WERE
SENT INTO THE AREA FOR REASON DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH C ABOVE
REGARDING PF AMBUSHES.

F. USE OF ARMORED VEHICLES. ARMORED VEHICLES IN DEFENSE OF
HAWK HILL WAS USED SINCE THE PREPONDERANCE OF COMBAT POWER
STATIONED AI HAWK HILL WAS ARMORED CAVALRY. EACH TROOP OF
ARMORED CAVALRY WAS ROTATED WEEKLY BETWEEN DEFENSE OF HAWK HILL
AND COMBAT OPERATIONS. THE ARMORED VEHICLE HAS THE ADVANTAGE
OF GREATER FIREPOWER, AND COMMUNICATIONS BUT IS VULNERABLE IO
CLOSE-IN DISMOUNTED ENEMY ATTACK WITHOUT ACCOMPANYING INFANTRY.
A COMBINATION OF ARMOR AND INFANTRY IS MOST DESERABLE FORCE FOR
DEFENSE. IN MY OPINION THE IROOP COMMANDER HAD TOO MANY MEN ON
THE ACAV'S AND NOT ENOUGH MEN IN FIGHTING POSITIONS OUTSIDE
THE ACAV S

G. CONCLUSIONS. I AM NOT AT ALL SATISFIED WITH THE MANNER
IN WHICH THE DEFENSE WAS CONDUCTED ESPECIALLY BY THE TROOP
COMMANDER OF C/2-1 CAVALRY. THE BERMS AROUND THE ACAV S S WERE
NOT UP TO THE STANDARD DESIRED. AS STATED ABOVE, THERE WERE
TOO MANY MEN ON THE ACAV°S AND NOT ENOUGH MEN IN INDIVIDUAL
FIGHTING POSITIONS. IT ALSO APPEARS THAT WHEN THE INITIAL MOVE-
MENT OCCURRED AI 120305 AUGUST THE COMMANDER AT HAWK HILL, THE
EXECUTIVE OFFICER 2-1 INFANTRY, PLACED HIS TR00PS ON 100 PER
CENT ALERT BUT DID NOT PLACE C TROOP, 1-1 CAVALRY, WHICH WAS
UNDER HIS OPERATIONAL CONTROL, ON A 100 PER CENT ALERT. THERE
WAS SOME VERY EXCELLENT INDIVIDUAL AND HEROIC ACTION ACCOM-
PLISHED BUT THIS DOES NOT REPLACE A GOOD ORGANIZED DEFENSE.
I HAVE DISCUSSED THIS ENTIRE ACTION WITH THE SQUADRON
COMMANDER !-1 CAVALRY AND HAVE GIVEN HIM SPECIFIC GUIDANCE AS
TO HOW TO IMPROVE HIS ENTIRE SQUADRON. I AM GETTING DEEPER
INTO THIS PROBLEM WITH THE 1-1 CAVALRY SQUADRON COMMANDER AND
WITH THE 196TH BRIGADE COMMANDER WHO HAD A BATTALION TAKING
OVER THE DEFENSE OF HAWK HILL. UNQUOTE.
3. (S) II IS OBVIOUS TO ME THAT THERE WERE SERIOUS DEFICIENCIES
BOTH IN THE ORGANIZATION OF THE DEFENSIVE PLAN AND THE CONDUCT
OF THE DEFENSE PRIOR TO THE INITIATION OF THE ENEMY ATTACK AS
WELL AS DURING THE ATTACK. I HAVE MADE MY VIEWS KNOWN TO
GENERA RAMSEY AND DIRECTED IMMEDIATE CORRECTIVE ACTION.
LIGEN NICKERSON.
GP-4
BT
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FOR COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT INI CIZ IS IN CONSONANCE WIlH APPROVED 
PLAN~ REFERENCE Co 
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THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
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P 15105 12 AUG 69
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TO ZEN/CG USARV LONG BINK
ZEN/COMNAVFORV
RUSVDB/CG III MAF DANANG
BT
T:OPSECREI LIMDIS 47025 (J)
SUBJ: COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT IN I CIZ (U)

A. COMUSMACV 41882 DTO 1904342 JUL 69 (C).REF:
B. COMNAVFORV 1007122 JUL 69 (S) NOTAL.
C. MACY BOOKLET CONTROL NBR 0002516-69 (IS).

1. (U) THE JOINT WORKING GROUP CONVENED BY REFERENCE A IN
RESPONSE TO REFERENCE B HAS COMPLETED ITS STUDY. THE WORKING
GROUP RECOMMENDED COURSE OF ACTION FOR TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY
FOR COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT IN I CTZ IS IN CONSONANCE WITH APPROVED
PLAN, REFERENCE C.
2. (IS) IN ADDITION TO THE GUIDANCE OF REFERENCE C, THE
FOLLOWING WILL APPLY WHEN DEVELOPING DETAILED PLANS FOR THE TRANSFER
OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR SUBJECT SUPPORT:

Ao THE TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT

PAGE 2 RUSVDE 9102 I OPSECRET LIMDIS
IN I CTZ IS TO BE EFFECTED DURING PHASE SIX UPON
COMPLETION OF REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE COMBAT FORCES.

B. U.S. ARMY IS TO PLAN TO TAKE OVER AND MAN ONLY THOSE
FACILITIES AND FUNCTI ONS REQUIRED TO PROVIDE COMM ON
SERVICE SUPPORT TO RESIDUAL FORCES. OR THAI ARE NEEDED
BY ARMY DURING ROLL-UP PHASE.

C. U.S. NAVY IS TO PLAN TO PHASE OUT AND DISPOSE OF
FACILITIES AND MATERIAL NOT REPEAT NOT REQUIRED BY
U.S. ARMY.
CG III MAF IS TO COORDINATE TIMING OF TRANSFER OF ANYD.
FUNCTION WITH CONSIDERATION TO TACTICAL SITUATION IN
I CTZ.

E. EACH SERVICE IS TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR RETROGRADE OR
DISPOSAL OF ITS OWN EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL. UNQUOTE:
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T 0 E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON.
COMMON SUPPORT SYSTEM IN ICTZ (U)
Ao MY MSG 0602582 AUG 69
le (IS) THE DANANG MEETING REFERRED TO IN REF A WAS COM-
PLETED ON THE 8TH AND PRODUCED ANOTHER STAFF STUDY.
THERE WERE SEVERAL ALTERNATIVES DERIVED AND
DEFINED IN SOME DETAIL BUT THE FIRST TWO WERE
THE MOST IMPORTANT. THE FIRST (A) IS NAVY
RETAINS RESPONSIBILITY FOR COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT
THROUGH ROLL-UP THEN A COMPREHENSIVE TRANSFER TO
USARV OR ARMY ELEMENT IN MAAG IS EFFECTED AL
TERNATIVE (B) "COMPREHENSIVE TRANSFER IN PHASE
VI UPON COMPLETION OF REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE COM-
BAT FORCES". AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE DANANG
MEETING THERE WAS NO INDICATION OF AGREEMENT BY

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2263 TOPSECRED SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
THE ARMY OR THE NAVY ON EITHER OF THESE TWO AL
TERNATIVES.
2. (TS) MACV CALLED FOR A MEETING IN SAIGON TO
FURTHER DISCUSS THE ALTERNATIVES AND AC IEVE AN

AGREEMENT, IF POSSIBLE. AT THE MEETING IN SAIGON
ON 12 AUGUST CHAIRED BY J-Q PLANS AND ATTENDED BY
MY G-do AN AGREEMENT WAS REACHED THAT ALTERNATIVE
(B) WOULD BE PURSUED AND THAT THE FOLLOWING WOULD
APPLY IN DEVELOPING DETAILED PLANS FOR THE TRANSFER

OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR ICTZ COMMON SUPPORT o

Ao THE TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR COMMON SERVICE

SUPPOT IN ICTZ IS TO BE EFFECTED DURING PHASE SIX

UPON COMPLETION OF REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE COMBAT
FORCES.
B. U.S. ARMY IS TO PLAN TO TAKE OVER AND MAN ONLY

THOSE FACILITIES AND FUNCTIONS REQUIRED TO PROVIDE

COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT TO RESIDUAL FORCES, OR THAT

ARE NEEDED BY ARMY DURING ROLL-UP PHASE.
C. U.S. NAVY IS TO PLAN TO PHASE OUT AND DISPOSE

OF FACILITIES AND MATERIAL NOT REQUIRED
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2263 T E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
BY U.S. ARMY.
D. CG III MAF IS TO COORDINATE TIMING OF TRANSFER
OF ANY FUNCTION WITH CONSIDERATION TO TACTICAL
SITUATION IN ICTZ.
E. EACH SERVICE IS TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR RETRO-
GRADE OR DISPOSAL OF IT°S OWN EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL.
THE ARMY AND NAVY REPS AGREED TO THESE POINTS AS
WELL AS TO ALTERNATIVE "B" FOR ALL FUTURE PLANNING
PURPOSES. WE REITERATED OUR POSITION THAI NO DIS-
RUPTION OR LOSS OF CONTINUITY COULD BE TOLERATED
UNTIL AFTER ALL MARINE COMBAT FORCES HAD BEEN
WITHDRAWN, AND THAT AS LONG AS III MAF COMMANDED
OPERATIONS IN ICTZ WE REQUIRED AND EXPECTED THE
NAVY COMMON SUPPORT SYSTEM TO REMAIN VIABLE AND IN
PLACE.
3. (IS) IN VIEW OF THE APPARENT AGREEMENT BY THE
NAVY TO DROP THEIR HOT PURSUIT OF AN EARLY DEPARTURE
FROM ICIZ, AND THE FACT THAT THE MACV STAFF NOW HAS
A CLEAR LINE TO FOLLOW IN PLANNING FOR THE ULTIMATE
TURN OVER OF THE COMMON SUPPORT SYSTEM HERE IN ICTZ,

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA2263 IOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
I AM A LITTLE MORE COMFORTABLE. HOWEVER I INTEND
IC FOLLOW UP AT ALL STAGES TO SEE THAT THE MACV
PLANS STAY ON THE TRACK AND TO PROTECT OUR INTERESTS.
4. (TS) RELATED TO THE ABOVE, ON 13 AUG RADM BONNER
DROPPED IN TO SEE GEORGE DOOLEY AND STATED THAT THE
NAVY HAD REVIEWED THEIR POSITION ON COMMON SUPPORT
FOR I CORPS, AND THAT THEY HAD DECIDED TO STAY
UNTIL THE MARINES HAD LEFT. SONNER STATED THAT
THEY HAD SOME BACK CHANNELS FROM JOHNNY HYLAND AND
ADN BAUMBERGER. APPARENTLY THEY HAD DIRECTED HIM
TO FALL OFF OF THE NAVY POSITION.
5. (IS) ON THE 14TH OF AUG I WAS UP NORTH AND BUD
ZUMWALT WAS IN TO SEE GEORGE BOWMAN. HE ALSO STOPPED
BY GEORGE DOOLEY'S OFFICE AND STATED THAT AGREEMENT
HAD BEEN REACHED IN SAIGON TO SUPPORT OPTION B MENO
TIONED ABOVE. HE ASKED IF THE MARINES AGREED AND
GEORGE SAID, YES: ZUMWALT STATED THAT THE ARMY
AGREED ALSO. HE FELT THAT THE MARINES WERE THE
WINNERS IN THIS DEAL. WE TOLD HIM THAT WE DIDN'T
CONSIDER IT A VICTORY, BUT RATHER THE PROPER COURSE OF

PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA2263 I 0 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
ACTION TO FOLLOW.

WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
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CON F I D [ ~ 1 I A L/SPECA~ E~CLUSIV~ FOR S[N ~CSSON 
f>'ijOM LIGEn N!C!nWSl'H~ 
SN1PER RIFLES VOR ARVN 
'Ac DS~~ I~'\~ )HJG 29 ~:'}00Z ,mt69 
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t"Ul'Le:S I:JHH SGOP~'!:F Df:~ (\U'f~lm~~zr::D fOR IH:~ :~:,lU-l:~; 
PROGfUWl r"OH AR1J~i HmCES H) I COQ?Sc ~mr 13 
rHSPJpr!Hnn~O TH!5 REG1L\~:;H S'u~rHJSi n·un THE 'J[tUl;;: 
Of' THE SNIPJ£R 'n,t~rfJ5 DOES ~~or Ar?[t.'.R 'TO BE JUfr7:::'IFI 
AS AN OPERATIONAL NECESSl7V iN VIEM OF IUS N~C~ 
POLICY FOR UPGRADING ARUN DIVISIONAL UNliS.l~Y 
POLICY XSg RUOTE 000 NEU EOUIPMENI ABOVE IH~! 
PREVIOUSLY AUIHORIZED IS 10 BE INTRODUCED XNro ARUM 
UNItS. EMPHhSlS ~OR THE PEESENT IS T~ B~ ON 
DEVELOPING MAX!MUM PROF~C!RNCY WI?H F~ESE~t 
EQUIPMENT TO INCLUDE THE =~PROVEME~! OF 
MAX N'IF,t'U" NC~: SI A [~DfJJH)S iHJIjUO'H'i:o 
~o Y. ~~OULD sr.)\' !HIH MY REOUES'l fiEErs IW~ 
DEFINITXON Of OP[R~IXONAL NECE5SI1Y ~ND ON[ 
tH~! WILL BE MORE C~ITICAL IN tHE ~~MEDIA1[ 
~UTW1Eo 
11 CO~Ol"l TO 'fIn-" n'7I'<r;"t'''' /"II,' p,;,r, 8 <.: C:>1If:\\\'.,·1'·'!.:'l' 
.,;)0 Fn l J'i I, t~ nl.lk>c" l, ,. '"'. "'leo; lJ.1. ';JtH:JI!"- b [, ..• ,J 
REF C RE0UES!XNG GEM ABnA~S ASSIS1ANCEo BSf ~ 
WAS SUBMITtED BECAUSE Of INFORMAIlOro I H~D 
RrLCEIVED IN))!C~TXNG J'Hfli YOUR SH\J~;'. B;ELl!EVED 
THAT GEN ABRAMS WAS NO! IN FAVOR OF tHIS PRO~OJ~Lo 
<";,, IN 1. t\LKHlG i.~ l'H{ YOU 1 HE or HER D{!t, Y fi 1 
HP,D 'OlE IiVlPRESSHHl l' Hl\'[ T ms IS, NOT m:GESSP,RXL ,; 
HHJE MJD "KWH GEN N3g;H'1S S~IPPOI1:!~S I'HE PfWGfic-W1Q 
Hl vn:1:J Of rHE ABOVE p x R~:eUE5'L 1'hlrt REC(HJSxr;E:~{\1'HIN 
~ NEF 80 ANY ASSIstANCE YOU MAV PROUXDE 
WILL BE DEEPLY APPHECIAIEDo 
\·Jmm REGARDSo 
GPo&! 
BT 
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P 1710162 AUG 69
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
BT
C I D E al I ( A LISPECAT EXCLUSIVK FOR SEN ROSSON
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SHIPER RIFLES FOR ARVN
Ao DSA ICT? DNG 291300Z JUL.69
B, MACV LTR MACMA-AL OF ANGES . SUBJ: REQUEST
FOR SNIPER EQUIPMENT (ii)

Co CG III MAF 1108561 AUG SS
10 BY REF As 2 SUBMITTED :- REQUEST THAT SATPER
RXFLES WITH SCOPES BE AUTHORIZED FOR THE SHIPER
PROGRAM FOR ARVN FORCES IS (24) CORPS. REF (ID

DISAPPROVED THIS REQUEST STATING THAI THE VALUE
OF THE SNIPER TEAMS DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE JUSTIFIED
AS AN OPERATIONAL NECESSITY IN VIEW OF THE MACU
POLICY FOR UPGRADING ARVN DIVISIONAL UNITS. THE
POLICY IS: QUOTE NO NEW EQUIPMENT ABOVE THAT
PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED IS TO BE INTRODUCED INEO ARVN
UNITS. EMPHASIS FOR THE PRESENT IS TO BE ON
DEVELOPING MAXEMUM PROFECIENCY WITH PRESENT
EQUIPMENT TO INCLUDE THE EMPROVEMENT OF
MAINTENANCE STANDARDS UNAUOTE.
20 (24 WOULD SAY THAT MY REQUEST MEETS THE
DEFINITION OF OPERATIONAL NECESSITY AND ONE
THAT WILL BE MORE CRITICAL IN THE COMMEDIATE
FUTURE.
3. PRIOR TO THE RECEIPT OF REF B, I SUBMITTED
REF C REQUESTING GEN ABRAMS ASSISTANCE. REF e
WAS SUBMITTED BECAUSE OF INFORMATION I HAD
RECEIVED INDICATING THAT YOUR STAFF BELIEVED
THAT GEN ADRAMS WAS NOT IN FAVOR OF THIS PROPOSAL.
40 IN TALKING WITH YOU THE OTHER DAY, I
MAD THE IMPRESSION THAT THIS IS NOT NECESSARYLY
TRUE AND THAT GEN ABRAMS SUPPORTS THE PROGRAM.
IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, I REQUEST THAT RECONSIDERATION
OF REF 3. ANY ASSISTANCE YOU MAY PROVIDE
WILL BE DEEPLY APPRECIATED.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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A. TR i4~'.:i iliAC 110410,) i.)1 (.i 1~ftI~,)21.. AUJbS 
1. diE Fu..LC~I •• a SYS'n;H 1:;$ U:';l!.U 10 l!.r4"UHa:. AN t.XCHAN~ Cl" 

iNU':LL.1GEN;:;£ BETwEEN fSA t
;;, ANO U;;A'S: 
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fR0VINCE ChlEF/DIVISICt.-. CJiUiANnh:R·S jo'L.OVi oF INfELLlGENCE AND 
\l. R1:.DUCJ.N~ LJih. Ot'LRA1J.U'iAL ANt) Xt.t'OR1.1NG l:SUWD1!.wI:J ui lHJ::' 
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G 1305452 ZYH
Fin C G III MAF
TO COMUSHACV
ZEM
SECRELES ONLY FOR MOEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: GOURDENALLON Or INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

A. IR MSG MAC 10400 DIG 1009522 AU369
1. THE FOLLOWING SYSTEM IS USED 10 ENSURE AN EXCHANGE ON 18 AUGP.M.INTELLIGENCE BETWEEN PSA'S AND USA'S:

A. rsa's AND DSA'S ROUTE COPIES OF ALL ROUIINE AND SPECIAL
INTELLIGENCE REPORTS TO EACH OT HER TO INCLUDE DAILY AND
PERIODIC INSUM'S.

B. SCHEDULED INTELLIGENCE BRIEFINGS ARE NOT CONDUCTED WITH
rsA's AND DSA'S ATTENDING; HOWEVER, TWO PSA'S AND DSA'S ALIEND A
WEEKLY STAFF MEETING HELD BY THEIR Vinium INCLUDES
INIELLIGENCE.
C. FREQUENT MEETINGS ARE RELD BETWEEN SA'S AND DSA'S 10

INCLUDE OPERATIONAL PLANNING AND EXECUTION MEETINGS AND PERSONAL
VISITS.

D. PSA'S ROBIL ALL REQUIRED 1 CORPS HQ ADVISORY TEAM
INTELLIGENCE HEPORTS IRROUGH 1 ML RESPECTIVE DIVISION ADVISORY
100'S.

c. PROVINCE AND DIVISION INTELLI ENCE AND LIAISON
PERSONNEL F REQUENTLE VISIT EAUM OI HER AND TRADE INTELLI ENCE.
2. 1 NEKE Are NO DIA ADVISORY INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEES.
3. THE CONTROL AND SUPERVISION or 1 ML SISTEM CONSISTS OF:

A. RECUIRING TMAI 1 C ORPS HQ ADVISORY TEAM INTELLIGENCE
REPORTS BE REPORTED THRU DIVISION ADVISOR IUC'S.

E. CONDUCTING FREQUENT COMMAND AND SIAFF INSPECTIONS/
VISITS 10 PROVINCE AND DIVISION ADVISORY TEAMS.

4. 1 MAVE BEEN ENC COURAGING THE ADVISORS TO LEI THE ARVN'S
CONDUCT 1 MEIR OWN OPERATIONAL MATTERS. THEREFORE, I RECOMMEND
1 MA1 ANY EMPMASIS Oil THE DVISORY INTELLIGENCE EFFORT BE
DISCOURAGED. i WOULD PERFER TO CONCENTRATE ON IMPROVING THe
PROVINCE CRIEF/DIVISION COMMANDER'S FLOW OF INTELLIGENCE AND
UN REDUCING 1 HE OPERATIONAL AND REPORTING BURDENS UF THE
ADVISORS.

SSU NUIE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURSGr-4
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10 (5) FOR FMFPAC Gc 3e FOR C~C A03Ho .REF A PASSED REf B TO tHIS 
COMO fOR INFOI' H~D!CATED INVlrATICrj~; I.D PARTICIPATE I;~ IHE SUaJEC! 
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REQUESTED CMC BE INCLUDED AS INFO ON RESPONSES TO PAR 5 OF REF a~ 
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./1 . 1{)€-INo. Sel'VlcerY 

""-JJ'Y' -:;::. v 

PAGE lWO RHMMAFA256~E eRE 1 . 
Ao ON 22 AND 30 AU, 69 g THE III MAr OPSEC PANEL coreVENED . 

to DEtERMINE THE PH ER APPROACH to CORRECT OPSEC WEAKNESSES 
IN THE PLANNING OF OPS WHICH REQUIRE COORD WITH RVNAF g RPg PF g 
NP e NPFF~ ROC A[I}D PRU, PARTICULARLY IN SUPPORT OF PMASE IX 
ACCELERATED PACIfICATION EFFORTS 0 

30 REF C AND REF D WERE SUBSEQUENTLY TRANSMITTED 10 XII MAr 
MAJOR SUBORDINAtE COMMANDS pOR ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE0 

Co A COpy OF tHE MHlUTES Of THE :UX MAr OPSEC PANEL MEEt'" 
XNGS Of 22 AruO 3~ JUl 69 AND A COpy 0' XME XII MAF O~SEC ORDER g 
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81' 
25~~j 
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Ao CMC 1200182 AUG 69
B. JCS 0823472 AUG 69
C. CG III MAF 100002Z AUG 69 (PASEP)
D. CG III MAF 110506Z AUG 69 (PASEP)
E. III MAF FORO 05510.4 (PASEP)
10 (S) FOR FMFPAC G-3. FOR CMC A03K. REF A PASSED REF B IO THIS
COMD FOR INFO, INDICATED INVITATIONS IO PARTICIPATE IN THE SUBJECT
CONFERENCE WILL BE ISSUED THROUGH UNIFIED COMD CHANNELS AND FURTHER
REQUESTED CMC BE INCLUDED AS INFO ON RESPONSES TO PAR 5 OF REF B.
20 (S) TO DATE, THIS COMMAND HAS NOT BEEN INVITED TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE SUBJECT CONFERENCE, THROUGH UNIFIED COMD CHANNELS. HOWEVER,
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED FOR CONSIDERATION TO BE
PRESENTED BY FMFPAC REPRESENATIVE:

by comm
servicedbeingJuly

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2562 SECRET
Ro ON 22 AND 32 AUG 69 g THE III MAF OPSEC PANEL CONVENED

TO DETERMINE THE PROPER APPROACH TO CORRECT OPSEC WEAKNESSES
IN THE PLANNING OF OPS WHICH REQUIRE COORD WITH RVNAF, RF, PF ,

NP, NPFF, RDC AND PRU, PARTICULARLY IN SUPPORT OF PHASE II
ACCELERATED PACIFICATION EFFORTS.

B. REF C AND REF D WERE SUBSEQUENTLY TRANSMITTED TO III MAF
MAJOR SUBORDINATE COMMANDS FOR ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE.

Co A COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE III MAF OPSEC PANEL MEET-
INGS OF 22 AND 30 JUL 69 AND A COPY OF THE III MAF OPSEC ORDER,
REF E, ARE BEING FORWARDED BY MAIL FOR AMPLIFYING INFORMATION.
GP-4
BT
2567
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INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE
ARMY RESOR (6)OUTIN

Any
x 21

As
lCG REMARKS

THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL ANDDCG3
MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE s&c WITHINDCG AIR
7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-2 C/S
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.DC/S

DC/S PLAN

C/S

gen
Bumbe8/20 C/2 BIS/S

G-1

G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
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CAP
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CORDS
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P 200241Z 
FM CG III ~AF 
TO CG AMER ICAL D IV ..... ,', ___ 
ZE~ .: 
CON F' IDE N T I A L EYES ONLY FOR MGEN RAMSEY FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
SUBJECT: VISIT OF SECRETARY OF THE ARMY RESOR (C) . 
1. fOL MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND ACTION AS 
APPR OPR lATE: 
QUOTE 

o 181229Z Z F'F' - 6 Z FF' ;; I 

F'M MG T01,INSEND COl'S MACV SAIGON 
TO LTG NlILDREM DeG USARV 
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
LTG COR CORA N CG I FFV 
LTG EWELL CG II F'F'V 
MG t~ET HER ILL CG D MA C 
INfO LTG ZA IS CG XX IV CORPS 
ZEf'I! 
CON F IDE N T I ALMA C t 07 08 EYE S 0 NL Y 
SUBJECT: VISIT Of SECRETARY Of THE ARMY RESOR (C) 
1. SECRETARY RESOR HAS GIVEN HIS CONCURRENCE TO THE PR'OPOSED ITIN .. 
ERARY lJIITH A FE'" MODIfICATIONS. THESE ARE: 

A. DELETE THE VISIT TO THE THAIS ON 22 AUGUST. EXTEND THE VISIT 
TO THE 18TH ARVN AND THE 25,TH INfANTRY DIVISION. 

B. VISIT THE J96TH BDE DURING VISIT TO AMERICAl DIVISION. 
C. VISIT THE 3D BDE,itTH I~F DIV, DURING THE VISIT TO THE 4TH INF 

DIV. . 
2. MR. RESOR HAS INDICATED TO COMUSMACV: 

A. THAT HE ,.10UlD LIKE TO DISCUSS THE USEF'UlNESS OF THE SENSORS 
IN THE DUF'FLE BAG/TIGHT JAW PROGRAM. HE HAS READ THE F'IElD REPORTS 
AND REALIZES THEY HAVE BEEN HELL RECEIVED BY THE F'IElD COMMANDERS. 
HOlolEVER, DUE TO THE COST OF' THE PROGRAM, HE t!}OULD lIKE TO BE 
EETTER INFORMED ~,'HEN CALLED UPON TO DEFEND THE PROGRAM DUR ING 
BUD GET REVlnJ S. 

B.' THAT HE HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS INQUIRIES FROM THE DEPUTY 
SECDEF' CONCERNING THE SCOPE OF THE lOC PROGRAM. HE ~!ILL BE 
DISCUSSING ANY CHANGES IN SCOPE UNDER CONSIDERATION AS A PART 
CF' THE VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM. 
3. COMtJSMACV HAS DIRECTED THAT MR. RESOR'S PREF'ERENCES IN THE MATTER ~;;, 
CF' SR IEF'INGS BE RE-EMPHA SIZED. MR RESOR PREF'ERS: 

A. A MINIMUM NUMBER OF PEOPLE PRESENT DURING A BRIEFING. 
B. BRIEF'ERS "'JITH NHOM HE CAN DISCUSS THE SUBJECT RATHER THAN JUST 

LISTEN. 
C. THE AVOIDA NCE OF CA NNED BR IEFI NGS. OPERAT rONAL MAPS PR CV IDE 

THE ONLY BACKDROP NEEDED F'OR THE DISCUSSIONS BElatl] CORPS LEVEL. 
D. INFORMALITY. 

4. REQUEST T HAT THE F"OREGO I NG PREFERE NCES BE MET ICUL OUSL Y FOLl (MED. 
CF-4 

sse NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY 
.J UNQUOTE 

i~ .......... 

~6(1) 
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P 200241Z
FM CG III MAF
TO CG AMERICAL DIV
ZEM
C 0 D E I A L EYES ONLY FOR MGEN RAMSEY FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJECT: VISIT OF SECRETARY OF THE ARMY RESOR (C)
1. FOL MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND ACTION AS
APPROPRIATE:
QUOTE

0 181229Z ZFF-6 ZFF 3
FM MG TOWNSEND COFS MACV SAIGON

RECEIVEDTO LTG MILDREN DCG USARV
20 AUG P.MLTG NICKERSON CG III MAF

LTG COR CORAN CG I FFV
LTG EWELL CG II FFV
MG WETHERILL CG DMAC
INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS

8/1/2019ZEM
C 0 I D E N T I A L MAC 10708 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: VISIT OF SECRETARY OF THE ARMY RESOR (C)
1. SECRETARY RESOR HAS GIVEN HIS CONCURRENCE TO THE PROPOSED ITIN-
ERARY WITH A FEW MODIFICATIONS. THESE ARE:

A. DELETE THE VISIT TO THE THAIS ON 22 AUGUST. EXTEND THE VISIT
TO THE 18TH ARVN AND THE 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION.

B. VISIT THE 196TH BDE DURING VISIT TO AMERICAL DIVISION.
C. VISIT THE 3D BDE, 4TH INF DIV, DURING THE VISIT TO THE 4TH INF

DIV.
2. MR. RESOR HAS INDICATED TO COMUSMACV:

A. THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THE USEFULNESS OF THE SENSORS
IN THE DUFFLE BAG/TIGHT JAW PR OGRAM. HE HAS READ THE FIELD REPORTS
AND REALIZES THEY HAVE BEEN WELL RECEIVED BY THE FIELD COMMANDERS.
HOWEVER, DUE TO THE COST OF THE PROGRAM, HE WOULD LIKE TO BE
BETTER INFORMED WHEN CALLED UPON TO DEFEND THE PROGRAM DURING
BUD GET REVIEWS.

B. THAT HE HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS INQUIRIES FROM THE DEPUTY
SECDEF CONCERNING THE SCOPE OF THE LOC PR OGRAM. HE WILL BE
DISCUSSING ANY CHANGES IN SCOPE UNDER CONSIDERATION AS A PART
OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PR OGRAM.
3. COMUSMACV HAS DIRECTED THAT MR. RESOR'S PREFERENCES IN THE MATTER
OF BRIEFINGS BE RE-EMPHASIZED. MR RESOR PREFERS:

A. A MINIMUM NUMBER OF PE OPLE PRESENT DURING A BRIEFING.
B. BRIEFERS WITH WHOM HE CAN DISCUSS THE SUBJECT RATHER THAN JUST

LISTEN.
C. THE AVOIDANCE OF CANNED BRIEFINGS. OPERATIONAL MAPS PR OV IDE

THE ONLY BACKDROP NEEDED FOR THE DISCUSSIONS BELOW CORPS LEVEL.
D. INFORMALITY.

4. REQUEST THAT THE FOREGOING PREFERENCES BE METICULOUSLY FOLLOWED.
GP-4

40(1)SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
UNQUOTE
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PP RUSVDE 
DE RUSVDB 2936 2340058 
ZNR UUUUU 
P 22005 8Z AUG 69 Z FF' ~6 
F'M CG II 1 MAF 
TO RUSVDE/COMUSMACV 
8T 

DECLASSIFIED 

UNCLAS 
FOR GEN AaRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSbN 
VIP FUNDS . 
10 I HAVE JUST COMPLETED A REVIEW OF ThE RECEN1LY IMPOSED 
RESTRICTIONS ON VOLUNTEER INFORMAl PROGRAM (VIP) EXPENDITURES TO 
INCLUDE IN DEPTH DISCUSSIONS WITH SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS o IT IS 
MY CONCLUSION THAT THE LOSS OF VIP FUNDS· WILL aE D!RECTLY REFLECTED 
IN AN INCREASE IN CASUALTIES FROM MINE~ Booav TRAPS AND OTHER 
EXPLOSIVE DEVICESQ ; 
20 I CORPS MINE AND BOeay TRAP CASU~LTIES FOR tHE PAST SIX 
MONTHS AMOUNTED TO Sp 161 o~ WHOM 547 WERE KILLED~ THE BULK OF 
THESE CASUALTIES WERE CAUSED BY corWENlIONAL ORDNANCE RIGGED AS 
MI NESo 
30 RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF CASUALtIES FRON M!NES 
AND BOOBY TRAPS p WE HAVE ORIENTED OUR VIP EffORT 
TOWARD COLLECTING ORDNANCE WHICH COULD LATER SE REDIRECTED 

PAGE TWO RUSVDB 2936 UNCLAS 
AGAINST OUR FORCES AS VC MXNES AND BOOBY lRAPS~ BY PROVIDING 
VIP fUNDS p WE HAVE DECENTRALIZED THE ,ORDNANCE COLLECTION EFFORT 
AND INVOLVED EACH SOLDIER AND MARINE IN THE CAMPAIGN TO REDUCE 
THIS VERY REAL MINE THREAlo WITH FULL COMMAND SUPPORT AND A HIGH­
LY EFFECTIVE PSYOPS PROGRAM WE HAVE PROSECUTED THE VIP EFFORT 10 
THE UTt>1OST 0 .. 

40 OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS WE HAVE COLLECTED THROUGH THE VIP 
25 g 449 PIECES Of ORDNANCE WHICH COULD BE RIGGED AS A MINEo DURING 
THE SAME PERIOD FORCES IN lelZ HAVE AVERAGED NEARLY 104 CASUALTIES 
PER MINE INCIDENT (tHIS FIGURE INCLUDES MINE BOTH NEUTRALIZED 
AND DETOMAIED)o APPLYING THIS FIGURE TO THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF 
MINE AND BOOBY TRAP ITEMS TAKEN PER MONTH UNDER THE VIP WE CAN 
CONCLUDE THAT THE VIP EFFORT CONTRIBUTES TO THE PREVENTION OF UP 
TO 5D9~0 CASUALTIES PER MONTH@ I REALIZE g OF COURSE g THAI NOT 
EVERY ItEM OF ORDNANCE ACQUIRED THROUGH THE VIP p WHICH COULD 
BE USED AS A MINE~ WOULD IF Nor RECOVERED o ULTIMATELY dE USED AS 
A MINE IN EACH CASEe BUT I DO BELIEVE THAT THESE FIGURES STRONGLY j 
POINT OUT THE SIGNIFICANT POTENTIAL OF ThE VOLUNTEER !NFORMANT 
PR OGRAMo 
5" THE REDUCTION IN THE AVAILA8ILITY OF VIP fUNDS PRESENTS THIS 

PAGEL-OF _2-PAGES 

COP), J.~ OF t COPIES UNClAS / 
~<- I) 
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UNCLAS

PP RUSVDE
DE RUSVDB 2936 2340058
ZNR UUUUU
P 220058Z AUG 69 ZFF-6
FM CG III MAF
TO RUSVDE/COMUSMACU
BT
UNCLAS
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VIP FUNDS
10 I HAVE JUST COMPLETED A REVIEW OF THE RECENTLY IMPOSED
RESTRICTIONS ON VOLUNTEER INFORMAT PROGRAM (VIP) EXPENDITURES TO
INCLUDE IN DEPTH DISCUSSIONS WITH SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS. IT IS
MY CONCLUSION THAT THE LOSS OF VIP FUNDS WILL BE DIRECTLY REFLECTED
IN AN INCREASE IN CASUALTIES FROM MINE, BOOBY TRAPS AND OTHER
EXPLOSIVE DEVICES.
2. I CORPS MINE AND BOOBY TRAP CASUALTIES FOR THE PAST SIX
MONTHS AMOUNTED TO 5. 161 OF WHOM 547 WERE KILLED. THE BULK OF
THESE CASUALTIES WERE CAUSED BY CONVENTIONAL ORDNANCE RIGGED AS
MINES.
3. RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF CASUALIIES FROM MINES
AND BOOBY TRAPS, WE HAVE ORIENTED OUR VIP EFFORT
TOWARD COLLECTING ORDNANCE WHICH COULD LATER BE REDIRECTED

PAGE TWO RUSVDB 2936 UNCLAS
AGAINST OUR FORCES AS VC MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS. BY PROVIDING
VIP FUNDS, WE HAVE DECENTRALIZED THE ORDNANCE COLLECTION EFFORT
AND INVOLVED EACH SOLDIER AND MARINE IN THE CAMPAIGN TO REDUCE
THIS VERY REAL MINE THREAI. WITH FULL COMMAND SUPPORT AND A HIGH-
LY EFFECTIVE PSYOPS PROGRAM WE HAVE PROSECUTED THE VIP EFFORT TO
THE UTMOST.
4. OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS WE HAVE COLLECTED THROUGH THE VIP
25,449 PIECES OF ORDNANCE WHICH COULD BE RIGGED AS A MINE. DURING
THE SAME PERIOD FORCES IN ICTZ HAVE AVERAGED NEARLY 1.4 CASUALTIES
PER MINE INCIDENT (THIS FIGURE INCLUDES MINE BOTH NEUTRALIZED
AND DETONATED). APPLYING THIS FIGURE TO THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF

MINE AND BOOBY TRAP ITEMS TAKEN PER MONTH UNDER THE VIP WE CAN
CONCLUDE THAT THE VIP EFFORI CONTRIBUTES TO THE PREVENTION OF UP
TO 5,900 CASUALTIES PER MONTH. I REALIZE, OF COURSE, THAT NOT
EVERY ITEM OF ORDNANCE ACQUIRED THROUGH THE VIP, WHICH COULD
BE USED AS A MINE, WOULD IF NOT RECOVERED, ULTIMATELY BE USED AS
A MINE IN EACH CASE. BUT I DO BELIEVE THAT THESE FIGURES STRONGLY /
POINT OUT THE SIGNIFICANT POTENTIAL OF THE VOLUNTEER INFORMANT
PROGRAM.
5. THE REDUCTION IN THE AVAILABILITY OF VIP FUNDS PRESENTS THIS

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES

COPIESOFCOPY UNCLAS2
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PAGE THREE RUSV03 2936 UNCLAS 
COMMAND AND OTHERS o 'tIITH A MOST SE.RIOUS PROBLEMa ~JE ARE PLACED 
IN A POSITION WHERE WE MUST REDUCE THE SCOPE OF ~ PROGRAM WHICH 
~JE J{NO~J9 30TH AT "THE COMMAND LEVEL AND Al THE TROOP LEVEl.. p HAS 
3EEN SUCCESSFUL IN REDUCING CASUALTIES" v 

60 I REALIZE THAT THE VIP FUNDS ARE DERIVED FRON INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION FUNDS (ICF)~ AND IT MAY BE THAI THE VIP EFFORT AS 
APPLIED IO ORDNANCE COLLECTION IS A ·MISAPPLICATI0N OF tHIS 
PARENT FUNDo HOWEVER p tHIS IS A PROGRAM WHICH PRODUCES TANGIBLE 
RESULTS IN OUR CONTINUXNG MAJOR EFFORt TO SAVE LYVES WHILE ENGAGED 
IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICTo I 3ELIEVE ThAI THERE MUST CERTAINLY BE 
ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF FUNDS fROM WHiCH THIS PROGRAM CAN BE 
SUPPORIED~ . 
70 I ASK THAI YOU AND YOUR SIAF~ EXERT. EVERY EFFORt TO 
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY FUNDING TO E~A8LE US TO CONTINUE THIS 
MOST EFFECTIVE CASUALTY REDUCTION EFFORT THROUGH THE VOLUNTARY 
INFORMANT PROGRAMo 
8T 
2936 

-PAGE.JL.OF .1LPAGES 

COpy J OF 6 COPIES ---,.. ----
DECLASSIFIED 

UNCLAS

PAGE THREE RUSVDB 2936 UNCLAS
COMMAND AND OTHERS, WITH A MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM. WE ARE PLACED
IN A POSITION WHERE WE MUST REDUCE THE SCOPE OF A PROGRAM WHICH
WE KNOW, BOTH AT THE COMMAND LEVEL AND AT THE TROOP LEVEL, HAS
BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN REDUCING CASUALITIES.
6. I REALIZE THAT THE VIP FUNDS ARE DERIVED FRON INTELLIGENCE
COLLECTION FUNDS (ICF), AND IT MAY BE THAT THE VIP EFFORT AS
APPLIED TO ORDNANCE COLLECTION IS A MISAPPLICATION OF THIS
PARENT FUND. HOWEVER, THIS IS A PROGRAM WHICH PRODUCES TANGIBLE
RESULTS IN OUR CONTINUING MAJOR EFFORT TO SAVE LIVES WHILE ENGAGED
IN THE VIETNAM CONFLICT. I BELIEVE THAT THERE MUST CERTAINLY BE
ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF FUNDS FROM WHICH THIS PROGRAM CAN BE
SUPPORTED.
70 I ASK THAT YOU AND YOUR STAFF EXERT. EVERY EFFORT TO
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY FUNDING TO ENABLE US TO CONTINUE THIS
MOST EFFECTIVE CASUALTY REDUCTION EFFORT THROUGH THE VOLUNTARY
INFORMANT PROGRAM.
BT
2936

PAGE 2 OF 2 PAGES

2 OF 6 COPIESCOPY UNCLAS
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NNNNPIICZYUW RHNMAFA2g~0 23~0a22oCCCCowRUMl8~~ RU~HLA RUMLLXA 
~imLr-1Hl\c 
lt~V CCCCC 
P 220R22Z AUG 69 2::F'F'o('i 
FM CG III MAF DMS 
TO RUML3PA/CG XXIV CORPS PHa 
RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARUXV CNG 
RUMLLIA/CG AM~RICAL DIV CMt 
RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MA~ D~G 
81' 
CON F IDE N t I A l;~OR lIGEN Z~!S~ MGEN SIWPfON D MGZN RfiMSEY 
~ND MGEN THR~SH FROM tYGEN NICXEHSON 
SPJ?ETV Of>' '\.H~3LHm$ . 
tD 'r)u~XNG 'Om: PPlsr r.lO[riH THERE HAS BEE~J' (.\ S~GtHrlCfli\lY 
UH~lqEAS:::: IN ALL PROVHJCES OF Y' eORP!,) 1!J! Fm::r,n' M1TY.~:U1(!iV~~'f 
ACTXUITYc INTELLIGENCE SOURCZS XNDICAiE'IHAI I~E E~EMY 
MAS PASSED INS1RUCYI0NS TO CO~CENIRAli ON HELI~OPT[RSc 
I:HT1r\ AN HJCREASE: HJ 1 HE [\iUf-iBU1 OF OUR W~i.,IcO?r;~;iS LOST 
TO ENEMY ACtIDN u I AM GONCiRNED ~on THE S~~E1¥ OF f~~ 
LPJ~GE Nm131!P. Of' DHrtHJGtHSI·!E)) \IXS~:10RS. ~'n: I1A1E 'O~i,VEtXNG 
ZOO I CORPSe ! WOULD ~IK[ EACH Of ~O" 10 C~RE?~.LY 
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FM CG III MAP DNG
TO RUMLBPA/CG HHIV CORPS PH3
RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG
RUMELIA/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL
RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAU DNG
BT
C 0 N 22. I D E N it's you A LAFOR LIGEN ZAIS MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN RAMSEY
AND MGEN THRASK FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SAFETY OF VISITORS
to DURING THE PAST MONTH THERE HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT
INCREASE IN ALL PROVINCES OF I CORPS IN ENEMY ANTEAXRCRAFT
ACTIVITY. INTELLIGENCE SOURCES INDICATE THAT THE ENEMY
HAS PASSED INSTRUCTIONS TO CONCENTRATE ON HELICOPTERS.
WITH AN INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF OUR HELSCOPTERS LOST
TO ENEMY ACTION, I AM CONCERNED FOR THE SAFETY OF THE
LARGE NUMBER OF DISTINGUISHED VISITORS VE HAVE TRAVELING
IN I CORPS. I WOULD LIKE EACH OF YOU TO CAREFULLY
CONSIDER THE AREAS WHERE VIPS ARE TAKEN AND SELECT THOSE
PLACES WHERE WE CAN FILFILL THEIR DESIRES YET NOT NEED-

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2940 C 0 N 1 D Lts: N I I A Is

LESSLY EXPOSE THEM 70 POSSIBLE HOSTILE FIRE. WITH THE
ADVENT OF THE MONSOON SEASON, WEATHER SMOULD ALSO BE A
STRONG CONSIDERATION IN SELECTION OF AREAS 80 BE VISITED.
GP-4
BT
2940

6 COPIESOFCOPY 2
FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69)

CONFIDENTIAL0101-V04-6601

43(1)
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
\ -

. - .. ,. -. - H£AOQ~J..-rERS A 
.ARI~ AMP"OUS FORe!" • • SECRET 

OPERATION CODE 
)(- ORIGINATOR 
A-ACT ION ICOINIZANa! 
C-~ENT/~!NDATlON 
I-INIIORMATION 
S -sj INATUR! 

'D.t 
ROUTE SECTION COOE 

IN 

CG 
oeG 

OCG AIR 

A- CIS "L 
o CIS 

o CIS OM / 
/ SIS .Z:- 7122--

( G-I -; 
G-2 

G-3 
G-4 

G-5 

G-6 

ADJ 
CAP 

CORDS 

EMB/TRAN~ 

ENGR 
Has CO 

INSP 
MTO 

OP ANAL 
ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 
sac 

,_ .. 

II .... fOItM 52.1(_3-.) 
FROM om: 

CG III MAF 22 AUG 69 
IIRIAL_lCormwJL QlTE 

COPY_~ Of ~ COPIES RECO 221030Z AUG 69 
fE ... _--r,r 

INITIAL 
OUT F:O:R 

REMMKS 

'" .4 

{JlvLV' r~ OR1G As/s 
REL sis 

>·:in~~ 
. Ii q'r" ; \ .;,' , te, '. \_~i [ 

~ 

ItA:S fffEN S.ENT 
?() frl b IE;J Til If- /45'n 

(!jk~ 
o/3~Q--:/ 

4iJ SECRET 
DECLASSIFIED 

• 
DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
II,MARINE AMPH OUS FORCE

SECRET
EIMAF FORM 5216(REV3-66)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X- ORIGINATOR 22 AUG 69CG 111 MAFA-ACTION/COIZANCE
C-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE

COPY# 2 OF 6 COPIES RECO
:- IINFORMATION 221030Z AUG 69S-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL F-0-RIN OUT

CG REMARKS
DCG

DCG AIR

IC/S

D C/S

D C/S DM

star
and ORIG AS/SIS/S

S/SG-I REL
G-2

G-3
G-4

G-5

G-6

ADJ
CAP

CORDS

HAS BEEN SENT
EMB/TRANS
ENGR

H&S CO

To M6EW THRASHINSP

MTO
OP ANAL

c/s directed
ORD

PSY OPS

5/5 released
SUPPLY
s&c

144 SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~ 
~ .~~~U. 
~ ~ 

• 
~ 
~ .. 
~ 
~ ZNY SSSS·S' . 
~ P 22~030l AUG 69 
~ FM CG III MAr 
~ ~~ RUMLMHA/CG FIRSl MAW. . 

~ SEC R E l/fOR MGEN THRASH fROM LtGEN NICKERSON 
f74 ao l' HE fot t4SGS ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR I NFORMAT lONg 
~ QUOTE 
~ P i00233Z AUG 69 ZFF=A 
~ FM CG XII MAr 
~ TO RUHGSAF/COMSEVENTHFl:r 
f'~ aT . 
~ SEC R E1' 
~ OPCON OF' St1' MELO SQDNS (U) 
~ Ao MY 230520Z JUL 69 % 80 COMSEVENIHFlT ~000.ti2Z JUL 69 
~ PERSONAL FOR VADM BRINGLE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON 
~ 10 ~S) REF A DISCUSSED A RECOMMENDAIIO~ MADE BY A RECEN! 
'4 BOARD CONVENED B~ IHIS HQS to EXAMINE THE UIILIZA1!ON v COMMAND 
~ AND CONTROt OF MARINE CORPS HELIcOPtER. ASSE'rs IN III MAr 10 THE 
~ EFFEct THAt tHE HMM ORGMJIC to AN SLF 3E SIMULTANEOUSLY CHOPPED 
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PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 3003 SEC RET .. 
10 1ST MAW WHEN tHE SLF BLI OPERATES ASHORE UNDER OPCON OF ONE OF 
!}~ MARINE DIVISIONSo REF B INDICA1ES YOUR NONCONCURRENCEo 
20 (5) X CERtAINLY AGREE WITH THE COMMENTS CONtAINED IN 
REFERENCE B CONCERNING THE ADVANTAGES ·Of THE LPH AS A SECURE MOBILE 
BASE WITH ITS INHERENT Mf\INTENANCE/Rt?A!!1 EXPERTISE AND SUPPLY 
SUPPORTo Xl IS FOR THIS REASON THAT ThE RECOMMENDAT!ON CONTAINED IN 
REFERENCE A ENVISIONSIHE CONTINUED .OPERAtION OF THE HMM FROM THE 
LPH p RATHER tHAN ASHORE~ BUT UNDER THE OPCON OF THE FMAWo 
30 (5) THE PRUICIPAL REASON FOR1'HE RECOMMENDATION IS THE 
SHORTAGE Of MARXNE HElO ASSETS IN. XXI MAF~ II DOES NOT APPEAR 
THAT THERE WILL 8E ANY RELIEF IN THIS REGARD. XN IHE NEAR FurURES/ 
IN FACI p AVAILABILITY WILL DETERIORATE: EVEN FURIHERo MY DESIRE 
lSI) THEREFORE o 10 INSURE MAXIMUM HELO AVA1LABltTY fOR tHE CONDUCT 
OF MIlXl'ARY OPERATIONS IN X CORPSo . 
~D (5) IN ORDER to PROVIDE THE MOSt: EFFICIENT UTILIZATION Of 
ALL ASSETS p AND to EQUALIZE tHE SUPPORT PROVIDED TO AU .. MARXNt 
MANEUVER BATr~~!ONSD CENTRALIZED MANAGEMENt OF ALL AVAILABLE 
RESOURCES liS NECESSARYe CENTRALIZED ALLOCATION AND CONTROL OF 
ALL HElO ASSEtS BY tHE FMAW ll THROUGH tHE lADC D ~10ULD INSURE tHAI 
AN SLF B~tTALION OPERATING ASHORE UNDER.OPCON OF A DIUISON 

111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COpy ~ OF~COPIES 
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ZNY SSSSS
P 2210302 AUG 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW
BT
S E C R E I/FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
10 THE FOL MSGS ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
P 1002322 AUG 69 ZFF a 1

FM CG III MAF
TO RUHGSAF/COMSEVENTHFLI
BT
SECRET
OPCON OF SLF HELO SQDNS (U)
Ao MY 2305202 JUL 69
B. COMSEVENTHFLT 3000422 JUL 69
PERSONAL FOR VADM BRINGLE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
10 (S) REF A DISCUSSED A RECOMMENDATION MADE BY A RECENT
BOARD CONVENED BY THIS HQS TO EXAMINE THE UTILIZATION, COMMAND
AND CONTROL OF MARINE CORPS HELICOPTER ASSETS IN III MAF TO THE
EFFECT THAT THE HMM ORGANIC TO AN SLF 3E SIMULIANEOUSLY CHOPPED

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 3003 SECRET
TO 1ST MAW WHEN THE SLF BLT OPERATES ASHORE UNDER OPCON OF ONE OF
THE MARINE DIVISIONS. REF B INDICATES YOUR NONCONCURRENCE.
2. (S) I CERTAINLY AGREE WITH THE COMMENTS CONTAINED IN
REFERENCE B CONCERNING THE ADVANTAGES OF THE LPH AS A SECURE MOBILE
BASE WITH ITS INHERENT MAINIENANCE/REPAIR EXPERTISE AND SUPPLY
SUPPORT. IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAI THE RECOMMENDATION CONTAINED IN
REFERENCE A ENVISIONS THE CONTINUED OPERATION OF THE HMM FROM THE
LPH, RATHER THAN ASHORE, BUT UNDER THE OPCON OF THE FMAW.
3. (S) THE PRINCIPAL REASON FOR THE RECOMMENDATION IS THE
SHORTAGE OF MARINE HELO ASSETS IN. III MAF: IT DOES NOT APPEAR
THAT THERE WILL BE ANY RELIEF IN THIS REGARD IN THE NEAR FUTURE,
IN FACT, AVAILABILITY WILL DETERIORATE EVEN FURTHER. MY DESIRE
IS, THEREFORE, TO INSURE MAXIMUM HELO AVAILABITY FOR THE CONDUCT
OF MILITARY OPERATIONS IN I CORPS.
40 (S) IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE MOST EFFICIENT UTILIZATION OF
ALL ASSETS, AND TO EQUALIZE THE SUPPORT PROVIDED TO ALL MARINE
MANEUVER BATTALIONS, CENTRALIZED MANAGEMENT OF ALL AVAILABLE
RESOURCES IS NECESSARY. CENTRALIZED ALLOCATION AND CONTROL OF
ALL HELO ASSETS BY THE FMAW, THROUGH THE TADC, WOULD INSURE THAT
AN SLF BATTALION OPERATING ASHORE UNDER OPCON OF A DIVISON

1013 PAGESPAGE
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~ P~GE 3 RHMMAp~' 3rZHlJ3 SEC R E 1T " 
~WOUlD RECEIVE NECESSARY HELO SUPPORT ANDo Ai THE SAME.T!ME~ THAt 
~. HElO ASSEtS ARE UTILIZED EFFICIEN'!:LY FOR 'AHE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF' 
~ III KArnS OVERALL MISSIONo . 

... ,". 

~ 50 (S» I WHOLEHEARTEDLY CONCUR IN tHE'NECESS!TY TO MAINTAIN 
~lHE READINESS POSTURE OF THE NAVYcMARINE TEAM fOR AMPHXSIOUS 
,~ OPE.IHfU,oNS IN \1IEI NAMe HO\~EVERo I DO NOr BELIEVE ! HAT I HE PROPOSAL 
~ CON!AINED IN REFERENCE A WOULD DETRACT fROM REQU!RED READXNESSo 
~ ON tHE CONTRARY 11 WOULD ENHANCE THAT READINESS THROUGH MORE 
~.,., EF~liCIErol MANAGEMENT AND MORE SIMPLIfXED COMMAND AND CONtROL 
f",f) PROCEDURES!) , 
,~ RECONSXDERATION OF YOUR POSI!IO~ IS REQUESTED o 

,~ WARM REGAROSe ll'GEN enCKERSON o " 
.r~ GP<=>~ 
~ 81 
~ UNQUOlE 
I:; QUotE 
I) P n i1!?J038l AUG 69 
,~ pM COMSEVENTHFlT 
~ to RUYPSYD/CG lXI MAl' 
~ B1 
./j 
~ 
~ Z; 
~ 
~ 
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~ 
~ % Z; 
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~ 
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PAGE ~ RHMMAFA 3003 5 E C RET 
SECRET 
FOR LGEN NICKERSON fROM aRINGLE 
OPCON Of SLY HELO SQDNS (U) 
Ao ICG XUMAF' 1002SillZ AUG 69 
&0 ~5~ IN VIEW OF REF A vIE HAVE AGAIN'REEXAMINED OUR POSITION 
RElATHJE TO THE OPCON OF THE HELO SQUADRONS ATTACHED TO l' HE 
AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCES IN SEVENTHFLTo IT IS BECAUSE OF tHIS 
COM~ONALITY IW OUR OBJECIIVES g IoEo~ SUPPORT OFINmCOUNTRY FORCES 
BY M~XNrAIN!NG MAXIMUM HELO AVAILABILITY COUPLED WITH A SIMPLIFIED 
COMM~WD AND CONtROL ARRANGEMENT g THAt WE HAVE CONSIDERED THE 
CURRENt OPER~tIOMAL PROCEDURES AS HAV!NG SIGNIFICANt ADVANTAGES 
to t HA1' PROPOSED BY l' HE I N",COUNTRY, BOARD a 

2~ ~S~ tHE SitUATION UNDER WHICH THE' PROPOSAL WOULD REQUIRE A CHOP 
OF FORCES IS INfREQUENT IN I CORPS JAXHDEPLIS HAVE BEEN 
MOSTlV INDEPENDENT UNDER THE OPCON OF tHE ARG/SLr COMMANDERSo WHEN 
OUR AAG DOES DEPARt THE AOA l!JE ·RO~I.XNELY CHOP tHE 8Ll AWD: HMM 1'0 
THE APPROPRIAtE MARDIV CDR AND FMAw<a DURXNG OUR JUNE;'~JUlb Y REHAB OF 
Bl! 2/26 XN OKI/SUBIC WE ALSO CHOPPED tME MAJORXIY OF. OUR OPERATIONAL 
HElOS TO FMAW EVEN THOUGH THE TROOPS REMAINED WITH THE SHIPS o 11 NOW 
APPEARS PROB~BlE TTT WE ~JlLL HAVE ONE: HMM CHOPPED ASHClRE CON!XN~ 
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PAGE 3 RHMMAFA 3003 S E C R I

WOULD RECEIVE NECESSARY HELO SUPPORT AND, AT THE SAME TIME, THAT
HELO ASSETS ARE UTILIZED EFFICIENTLY FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF
III MAF'S OVERALL MISSION.
5. (S) I WHOLEHEARTEDLY CONCUR IN THE NECESSITY TO MAINTAIN
THE READINESS POSTURE OF THE NAVY-MARINE TEAM FOR AMPHIBIOUS
OPERATIONS IN VIETNAM. HOWEVER, I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE PROPOSAL
CONTAINED IN REFERENCE A WOULD DETRACT FROM REQUIRED READINESS.
ON THE CONTRARY IT WOULD ENHANCE THAT READINESS THROUGH MORE
EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT AND MORE SIMPLIFIED COMMAND AND CONTROL
PROCEDURES.
RECONSIDERATION OF YOUR POSITION IS REQUESTED.
WARM REGARDS. LIGEN NICKERSON.
GP-4
BT
UNQUOTE
QUOTE
P 1700382 AUG 69
FM COMSEVENT HFLT
TO RUYPSYD/CG III MAF
BT

PAGE 4 RHMMAFA 3003 SECRET
SECRET
FOR LGEN NICKERSON FROM BRINGLE
OPCON OF SLF HELO SQDNS (U)
A. CG III MAF 100230Z AUG 69
Do BS) IN VIEW OF REF A WE HAVE AGAIN REEXAMINED OUR POSITION
RELATIVE TO THE OPCON OF THE HELO SQUADRONS ATTACHED TO THE
AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCES IN SEVENTHFLT. IT IS BECAUSE OF THIS
COMMONALITY IN OUR OBJECTIVES, I.E., SUPPORT OF IN-COUNTRY FORCES
BY MAINTAINING MAXIMUM HELO AVAILABILITY COUPLED WITH A SIMPLIFIED
COMMAND AND CONTROL ARRANGEMENT THAT WE HAVE CONSIDERED THE
CURRENT OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES AS HAVING SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGES
TO THAT PROPOSED BY THE IN-COUNTRY BOARD.
2. (S) THE SITUATION UNDER WHICH THE PROPOSAL WOULD REQUIRE A CHOP
OF FORCES IS INFREQUENT IN I CORPS JAINDEPLTS HAVE BEEN
MOSTLY INDEPENDENT UNDER THE OPCON OF THE ARG/SLF COMMANDERS WHEN
OUR ARG DOES DEPART THE AOA WE ROUTINELY CHOP THE BLI AND HMM TO
THE APPROPRIATE MARDIV CDR AND FMAW. DURING OUR JUNE-JULY REHAB OF
BLI 2/26 IN OKI/SUBIC WE ALSO CHOPPED THE MAJORITY OF OUR OPERATIONAL
HELOS TO FMAW EVEN THOUGH THE TROOPS REMAINED WITH THE SHIPS. IT NOW
APPEARS PROBABLE TTT WE WILL HAVE ONE HMM CHOPPED ASHORE CONTIN-
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UOUSLV OVER THE NEXT FEW MONtHS AS OUR ARGoS 2SCOME INVOLVED IN 
OTHER OPERATIO~So . 
~o ~Sl 1 BtlIEVE THE RATIONALE PREVIOUSLY E}(priESSED ON tHIS SU eJECT 
CONrINU~S ~AlID AND OUR COMMON INIEREST~ CAN OEST BE SERVED BY MAINo 
HHNXNG TH~ SAME SUCCESSFUL PROCEDURESADHEREU TO THROUGHOut tHE 
PRESENT COWFLICTo IHE AMPHIB ORGANIZATION HAS A FLEXIBLE COMMAND 
AND CONTROL SYSTEM TO PROVIDE SUPPORT TO INoCOUNTRY FORCES IN AOOQ 
nXON TO CONTH!UING 'TiME COMBAT AND LO'GIS1XC SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE ARG/SlFo XT APPEARS THIS ESTABLISHED PROCEDURE IS MORE 
ADVANTAGEOUS THAN ONE IN WHICH HEtoS UNDER THE OPCONHUE FMAW WOULD 
OPERATEFRbM BASES CLPH) NOT UNDE~ HIS OPCONo 1d MY K~OWLEDGE9 WE 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ASSIST FMA1I1 WITH ARG/Sl.F HELO ASSEts WHEtHER tHE 
BlI IS EMBARKED IN THE ARG OR ASHORE' UNDER tHE OPCON OF SEVENTHFl! 
OR RST/!HIRD MARPXVo IF THERE ARE,OTHER AREAS ~HERE_ IMPROVEMENt IN 
suppo~r IS POSSIBLE OR DESIR~BLE WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO WORK IT OUT 
T MR 0 UG H CO OR 0 HI A 1'10 N e " C . 

40 lHE FLAGSH!P WIll BE IN THE DANAMG AREA AS! 21 AUG AND X WILL BE 
PlEASEP TO DISCUSS It FURTHER IF YOU DESIREo IN THE MEANIXME I 
BELIEVE WE SHOULD DEFER ANY PERMANEN'I COMMITMENts OR POLICY CHANGES 
UNlIl WE EMERGE FROM tHIS PERIOD OF tRANSITION AND tHE FutURE ROtE 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ PAGE 6 RHMMAFA 3003 SEC R E ! .. 
~ or THE ARG/Slf C~N BE REASONABlY DE!ERMINEOf} WE~UL!.. C.ON1HlUE TO 
~.. ENSURE THAT MAX HELO SUPPORt PRACTICABLE !S AFFORDED fMAW REGARDLESS 
~ OF OPNS IN PRtiGRESS OR THE OPCON STATUS OF THE 8lTo 
~. 50 BEST REGAROSo 
/'A GPo!! 

~ 8T 
~ UNQUOTE 
Z GP",4 
% aT 
~ 3r303 

~ 
~ Z 
Z ./: I II MAF 210017 (3/68) COpy c::2.eF~COPIES 
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PAGE 5 RHMMAFA 3003 SECRET
UOUSLY OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS AS OUR ARG S BECOME INVOLVED IN
OTHER OPERATIONS.
30 (S) I BELIEVE THE RATIONALE PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED ON THIS SUBJECT
CONTINUES VALID AND OUR COMMON INTERESTS CAN BEST BE SERVED BY MAIN-
TAINING THE SAME SUCCESSFUL PROCEDURES ADHERED TO THROUGHOUT THE
PRESENT CONFLICT. THE AMPHIB ORGANIZATION HAS A FLEXIBLE COMMAND
AND CONTROL SYSTEM TO PROVIDE SUPPORT TO IN-COUNTRY FORCES IN ADD-
ITION TO CONTINUING THE COMBAT AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS
OF THE ARG/SLF. IT APPEARS THIS ESTABLISHED PROCEDURE IS MORE
ADVANTAGEOUS THAN ONE IN WHICH HELOS UNDER THE OPCONHUE FMAW WOULD
OPERATE FROM BASES (LPH) NOT UNDER HIS OPCON. TO MY KNOWLEDGE WE
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ASSIST FMAW WITH ARG/SLF HELO ASSETS WHETHER THE
BLT IS EMBARKED IN THE ARG OR ASHORE UNDER THE OPCON OF SEVENTHELT
OR 1ST/THIRD MARDIV. IF THERE ARE OTHER AREAS WHERE IMPROVEMENT IN
SUPPORT IS POSSIBLE OR DESIRABLE WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO WORK II OUT
THROUGH COORDINATION
4. THE FLAGSHIP WILL BE IN THE DANANG AREA ABT 27 AUG AND I WILL BE
PLEASED TO DISCUSS IT FURTHER IF YOU DESIRE. IN THE MEANTIME I

BELIEVE WE SHOULD DEFER ANY PERMANENT COMMITMENTS OR POLICY CHANGES
UNTIL WE EMERGE FROM THIS PERIOD OF TRANSITION AND THE FUTURE ROLE

PAGE 6 RHMMAFA 3003 S ECRET
OF THE ARG/SLF CAN BE REASONABLY DETERMINED. WE WILL CONTINUE TO
ENSURE THAT MAX HELO SUPPORT PRACTICABLE IS AFFORDED FMAW REGARDLESS
OF OPNS IN PROGRESS OR THE OPCON STATUS OF THE BLI.
5. BEST REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
UNQUOTE
GP-4
BT

PAGE 3ur
3
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C J Nfl DiN T I A L FOR GEN ABRAMS FRO~ LTGEN 
1. THE FOL ('·1.3G IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
o 251343Z Zi<F-l 
Fi1J ;~1G RAr1S2Y CG A~lERICAL DIVISION 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III iY}AF 
Za'l 
CON F I DiN r I A L ACD B18 2YES ONLY 

i'IJICKERSOI\l/ EYES ONL Y 

I HAVE HEARD THE AP NiWS SIORY BY PEiER ARi'JEfT AND HORST FAUS 
REGARDING A COMPAN:J RE;·'USING 10 MOVE IO AN OB,JECr IVE. THE STORY 
WAS pHONED TO THIS HQS BY U5ARV 10. THE STORY IS BASICALLY COR­
RECT; HOWEVER, IT LEAVES our SOi'llE FACTS REGAR:nNG HOW MANY i1EN WERE 
INvOLVED ~H~REay MAKING THE STORY VERY MuCH EXAGGERATED. 

I HE FAC'iS AS I :1AVE GATHERED THEI11 F'ROiYJ THE BDE CiylDR AND BN Cl1DR 
ARE AS fOLLOWS: \ 
THE BN Cf'lDR, LT COL ROBER'f C. BACON, HAD Ol1DEHED lSI LT EUGENE 
SHURTZ, C.O. A co, 3D 3N, 21ST I~FAN1RY, 10 MOVE OFF OF Nul LON 
AT 0900 AND SWEEP lH£ AREA TO THEIR WESl WHERE THEY HAD BEEN THE 
pREVIOU;;; DAY. THEIR ORDEI1S INCLuDED.fO AITEfl'JPT TO RETRIEVE TWO 
MIS~ING IN ACTION IN THAi AREA. 1HE BN C~DR BECAME CONCERNED WHEN 
'fHE cOI~PAI~Y DID 1\)0'1' rtjovr:: AI~D liAD SOi'1E DISCUSSIOj\)S BY RADIO WITH IHE 
co. EVIDEI\JTL Y COKHESP01@EI'lJT HORST FAUS, WHO WAS 01>J NUL LOi'J, WAS IN 
HEARING J)ISTAl~CE OF THE RADIO TRANSl'1ISSIOI'J. AS T If'1E PASSED, THE 
CJ CALLED I HE BI\~ CO AND SAID THAT SOp1J:i: OF HIS SOLDIERS WHO HAD A 
5J-WRr TH1E LEFT 11\1 COUNTRY DID NOT WANl 10 MOVi our. THEY WERE 
TIRED FROt'1 PREVIOUS DAYS OF' FIGHTING AND 'fHE:Y WERE RELUCTMJT TO 
TAI\E 1'10RE CASUALTIES. nlE aN co JOLD THE CO '1'0 ORDER THE COitJPANY 
TO j'·JQVE OUT AiJD TO ?0LLOvJ HU1. THE BN CO ADVISED THE CO THAT TH2Ri 
WAS NO ENEI'lY AC'! 10:'4 OR Ei'JEiVJY CONTACT IN 1 HE AREA AT THE RRESEl'J'l 
lII'IE. THE BN CO THEN SEi'JI HIS EX OFFICER, i1AJ RICHARD WAITE AI'lJD 

. SGT £-7 OKli 3LAl'~KEI~.3iHP 1'0 !}-/S COl11PANY AREA ON l~uI LON BY HELICOPTER. 
I/jAJ\JHWA n c: jiOUi~D T HE CO, lSf L r SHURI Z J I RED AND En 01 I ONALL Y RATTLED. 
HE TALKED TO '!'Hi CO Ai'JD GOl tlIM ;;it;llLi!:JJ DOWN. r1AJ WAITE AND SGf 
BLAI~KENSHIP {Hii'\! lALl(iD JO lYJANY OF' THE MEN AND FOUND OI\ILY nvl!.: OF 
TrtEl\1 WHO WZH£ HE3ITAi'IJ'.( IO liJOV£ 6iCAUSE OF' THE PfL;;:;VJ.OUS DAYS OF BATTLE 
A;\lD B':;'CAUSi OF IH~ Hi:J'HII'.JlIIiG '1 Jj'1i LEF' IN COUNTHY. i1AJ WAITE 
TALKED 10 '1'HES2 FIVE iwl£N AND TEN MINU!'ES LATER THE CONPAI~Y MOViD 

- OUI ON ITS flISSIOt\l. 1 Ht!:Y MOViW OUI AI APPROXH1ATEL Y IJd00 HRS, 
WJiJ.CH wAS A ONi hOUR D.t!:LAY F'ROi1 ln~ INITIAL ORD2R. lhi Cil1PANY "I7()} 
TOOK NO CASUALI'l£S DUR L'4u Lie: JAY JF 24 AUG. ___ . __ __ . ,- --" -<----....r _____ 
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0 2515202 LYH
FM CG III MAF
10 CUMUSMACV
ZEM
C JNFIDENTIAL FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON/EYES ONLY
1. THE FOL MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
0 251343Z ZFF-1
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIVISION
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
C 0 N F I D E I A L ACD 818 EYES ONLY
I HAVE HEARD THE AP NEWS STORY BY PETER ARNETT AND HORST FAUS

REGARDING A COMPANS REFUSING TO MOVE TO AN OBJECTIVE. THE STORY
WAS PHONED TO THIS HQS BY USARV IO. THE STORY IS BASICALLY COR-
RECT; HOWEVER, IT LEAVES OUT SOME FACTS REGARDING HOW MANY MEN WERE
INVOLVED THEREBY MAKING THE STORY VERY MUCH EXAGGERATED.

THE FACTS AS I HAVE GATHERED THEM FROM THE BDE CMDR AND BN CMDR
ARE AS FOLLOWS:
THE BN CIDD, LT COL ROBERT C. BACON, HAD ORDERED 1S1 LT EUGENE
SHURTZ, C.O. A CO, 3D BN, 21ST INFANTRY, TO MOVE OFF OF NUI LON
AT 0900 AND SWEEP THE AREA TO THEIR WEST WHERE THEY HAD BEEN THE
PREVIOUS DAY. THEIR ORDERS INCLUDED TO ATTEMPT TO RETRIEVE TWO
MISSING IN ACTION IN THAT AREA. THE BN CMDR BECAME CONCERNED WHEN
THE COMPANY DID NOT MOVE AND HAD SOME DISCUSSIONS BY RADIO WITH THE
CO. EVIDENTLY CORRESPONDENT HORST FAUS, WHO WAS ON NUI LON, WAS IN
HEARING DISTANCE OF THE RADIO TRANSMISSION. AS TIME PASSED, THE
CO CALLED THE BN CO AND SAID THAT SOME OF HIS SOLDIERS WHO HAD A
SHORT TIME LEFT IN COUNTRY DID NOT WANT 10 MOVE OUT. THEY WERE
TIRED FROM PREVIOUS DAYS OF FIGHTING AND THEY WERE RELUCTANT TO
TAKE MORE CASUALTIES. THE BN C O TOLD THE C O TO ORDER THE COMPANY
TO MOVE OUT AND TO FOLLOW HIM. THE BN CO ADVISED THE CO THAT THERE
WAS NO ENEMY ACTION OR ENEMY CONTACT IN THE AREA AT THE PRESENT
TIME. THE BN CO THEN SENT HIS EX OFFICER, MAJ RICHARD WAITE AND
SGT E-7 OKIE BLANKENSHIP 10 THE COMPANY AREA ON NUI LON BY HELICOPTER.
MAJOR WAITE FOUND THE CO, 1ST LT SHURIZ TIRED AND EMOTIONALLY RATTLED.
HE TALKED TO THE C O AND GO1 HIM SEITLED DOWN. MAJ WAITE AND SGI
BLANKENSHIP THEN TALKED TO MANY OF THE MEN AND FOUND ONLY FIVE OF
THEM WHO WERE HESITANT IO MOVE BECAUSE OF THE PREVIOUS DAYS OF BATTLE
AND BECAUSE OF THE REMIINING TIME LEF IN COUNTRY. MAJ WAITE
TALKED TO THESE FIVE MEN AND TEN MINUTES LATER THE COMPANY MOVED
OUT ON ITS MISSION. THEY MOVED OUT AT APPROXIMATELY 1000 HRS,

47(1)
WHICH WAS A ONE HOUR DELAY FROM THE INITIAL ORDER. THE COMPANY
TOOK NO CASUALTIES DURING THE DAY JF 24 AUG.
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--11 A?PiAK~ I;{AI .1 rl£ r.~CID2i\a' WAS CAJ5E:D BY L! SrlUR1Z AdD ? R~LUC-
TAN! "-.~. Lf ~;i[jRl2: HAD u..:....:::,~ ,iii:. ..;..; FOti SLIGH£LY OVER fWO Wr.:":::K.3 
AND iT APPEARS Hi LACKED THE DRIVE, INlLIAIIVE AI~j) OVER ALL LEADERSHIP 
10' 3;1; A CO~1PA,'JY CU-hViANDin. LI SHURJl WAS R2L IEVED OF tiL:) COl;'h'lAND 
lHI~ AFrE~NOON, 25 AUG, BY HI~ aN CMDR WXO HAD DI~CUSSED 1HZ ~11UArION 
WITH THE aDE CMDR PRIOR 10 HELI~VING HIM. TEE RELIEF WAS MADr.: 
HUUi1!:l difORE THE; SDi HAD AilJY KNOWLEDGE UF THE AP STORY 

~so ~OlE: DiLIVER IMMEDIATELY 
UNQUUT E ' 

2. J.HE 196'fH LIJ HAS PERFORMED IN A!'J OULSiANDING MAi~,\jER. 
SiNCE Hil!. 12TH OF' AUG THROUGH 241830H 1 HEY HAVE ACCOUNTED 
FUR 524 iNL-j Y lULLED WHILE L 0.;) II\JG 34 OF 'l' HiiR OWN TR oops. 
ACTI UI'~S OF' A,~ h~iXPiRIir\iCED YOUNG LIEUTE,\IA,\j,i,' \sJHO FOUND 
Hli/l.s~Li" It'~ CO!'11\]Al\ID UP A CUf1PAiIJY IiIJ COl-mAT I,:; HEGR£'f'JED, 
BtH SH0iJLD I~or D~TRACI FH0i"i THE l'IJilvlORY OR '.tHE: DEEDS 
Of i.:-li LA1E LTCOi.. HJWARD Aj~D UtE f1AI~Y OTHiRS vJHO FOUGHT 
VBL1AI~TL y: AGAI,IJ3T 1He: CONl'IJUN13-i iNE;>1Y. 

WAf(l\1 rliGAHD;j 
GP-4 i);jO I~OIE: DELIVER TO MGEN TOWNSEND 

CIS MAC V IMMEDIATELY 
620 

H~~ 
I ," 
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It APPEARS THAT THE INCIDENT WAS CAUSED BY L1 SHURIZ AND , RELUC-
TANI EM. LI SHURIZ HAD BEEN the CO FOR SLIGHTLY OVER TWO WEEKS
AND II APPEARS HE LACKED THE DRIVE, INITIATIVE AND OVER ALL LEADERSHIP
TO 3E A COMPANY COMMANDER. LT SHURTZ WAS RELIEVED OF HIS COMMAND
THIS AFTERNOON, 25 AUG, BY HIS BN CMDR WHO HAD DISCUSSED THE SITUATION
WITH THE BDE CMDR PRIOR 10 RELIEVING HIM. THE RELIEF WAS MADE
HOURS BEFORE THE BDE HAD ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE AP STORY

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
UNQUOTE

2. THE 196TH LIB HAS PERFORMED IN AN OUTSLANDING MANNER.
SINCE THE 12TH OF AUG THROUGH 241830H THEY HAVE ACCOUNTED
FUR 524 ENEMY KILLED WHILE LOSING 34 OF THEIR OWN TROOPS.
ACTIONS OF AN INEXPERIENCED YOUNG LIEUTENANT WHO FOUND
HIMSELF IN COMMAND OF A COMPANY IN COMBAT IS REGRETTED,
BUT SHOULD NOT DETRACT FROM THE MEMORY OR THE DEEDS
OF THE LATE LTCOL HOWARD AND THE MANY OTHERS WHO FOUGHT
VALIANTLY AGAINST THE COMMUNIST ENEMY.

WARM REGARDS
350 NOTE: DELIVER TO MGEN TOWNSENDGP-4

C/S MACV IMMEDIATELY
620

TEAM

HAS REENSENT
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A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C-COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL#/CONTROL DATE

COPY# OF 3 COPIES
I- IINFORMATION 251200Z AUG 69S-SIGNATURE RECO

SUBJECTDATE
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY REPORT (U)CODEROUTE SECTION INITIAL
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SECRET

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA3408 2371200- SSSS RUMHLA RUMHVP RUMLMHA
RUMLMPA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 2512002 AUG 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMHLA/CG FIRST MARDIV
RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV
RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAV
RUMLMPA/CS FORLOGCMD
3T
SECRE T/LIMDIS/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY REPORT (U)
A. CG FMFPAC 0201162 NOV 68
Bo CG III MAF 0408342 NOV 68
C. CG FMFPAC 2521192 FEB 69
D. CG FMFPAC READDRESSAL 0901132 AUG: SS CNOTALY
lo (S) REF A ESTABLISHED THE REQUIREMENT TO SUBMIT A WEEKLY STATUS
REPORT ON ORGANIZED SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY. SPECIAL MCEC/OFFICER EYES
ONLY EXCLUSIVE FOR AC/S, Go2.
2. (S) REF B PROVIDED GUIDANCE I.O SUBORDINATE CMDS ON THE REPORTING
OF INFORMATION IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF REF Ao
3. (S) REF C MODIFIED SPECIAL HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS TO READ SECRET
LIMDIS/MCEO AND CHANGED SUBJ TO READ SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY, REPORT (U).

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 3408 Ed C R E IILIMDIS/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FURTHER ADVISED THAT NEGATIVE RPIS MAY BE SUBMITTED BY UNCLAS MSG.
90 (S) REF (D) READDRESSED A RECENT CMC SPECAT MSG. EXCERPTS FOLLOW:
BASED ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING RACIAL INCIDENTS IT IS
IMPERATIVE THAT ALL INCIDENTS ARE REPORTED TO ALLOW EVALUATION AND
DETERMINATION IF TRENDS WHICH WERE COMMON TO ONE INCIDENT ARE DEVELOP-
ING IN OTHER AREAS.
5. (5) ACCORDINGLY, ANY SUBVERSIVE/RACIAL INCIDENTS WHICH HAVE
OCCURRED IN THE PAST AND WHICH BECAUSE OF APPARENT INSIGNIFICANCE,
HAVE NOT BEEN REPORTED SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN NEXT REPORT SUBMITTED,
CNLI 1200 27 AUG 69)
60 PCD WHEN IMFO CONTAINED IN REPORT IS. DERIVED FROM SOURCE" AN
EVALUATION OF THE SOURCE AND THE CREDIBILITY OF THE INFORMATION SHALL
BE INCLUDED.
7. (5) ADDITIONALLY, REPORTS SHALL CONTAIN A COMMAND ASSESSMENT OF
THE CURRENT THREAT TO THE COMMAND FROM SUBVERSIVE/RACIAL STANDPOINT
THIS REQUIREMENT NEGATES THE AUTHORITY TO SUBMIT NEGATIVE REPORTS
AS OUTLINED PARA 3 REF B, REPORTS SUBMITTED TO ARRIVE THIS HQS NLT
1200 EACH WED.
So (S) ALL COMMANDS WILL ENSURE THAT INFORMATION REPORTED TO THIS HQ
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS IS COORDINATED WITH LOCAL

PAGE 3 RHMMAFA 3408 S E C R E I/LIMDIS/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
NIS REPRESENTATIVES AND LOCAL LEADERSHIP COUNCILS.
GP-1

PAGE
/ OF / PAGESST

SECRET33488
I
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OTTCZYUV RHMMAFA3476 2380102 :-CCCC-RUKGSAF.
ZNY CCCCC
0 2601627 AUG 69 IFF-1
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHGSAF/ CONSEVENT HELT
BT
C:ONFIDEN I A L/FOR VADM BRINGLE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
Ao CONSEVENT MFLT 1700382 AUG 69,
OPCON OF SLF HELICOPTER SQUADRONS
le I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR NEXT VISIT IO THE
DANANG AREA AND WOULD BE HAPPY TO TALK TO. YOU ABOUT
THE OPCON OF S&F HELO SODNS. IN REF (A) YOU INDICATED

POSSIBLITY OF THE 27TH OF AUGUST PLEASE BEA
ADVISED THAT 8 HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED THAT GENERAL
ABRAMS WILL BE VISITING THAT DAY. Det WOULD SUGGEST
A LATER DATE. THE EARLIEST THAT I WOULD BE FREE
WOULD BE THE AFTERNOON OF THE 28TH. BETWEEN THEN
AND TOM MOORER'S ARRIVAL WOULD BE A BETTER TIME
FOR ME.
GP-4
BT
3476

20F6
COPY

COPIESFMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69)

CONFIDENTIAL0101-V04-6601
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CONFIDENTIAL 

1. ITEM 3: Control and Utilization o£ ARG/SLF Helicopters 

2. DISCUSSION: 

a. Normally one HMM squadron is assigned OPCON to each 
SLF 'unit (Alpha and Bravo). The present rotation plan con­
sists of one CH-46A and on~ UH-34·squad~on. Commencing on or 
about 1 June 1969, both SLF units will have CH-46A squadrons 
in support of their operations. 

b. When theARG/SLF BL1 is engaged in independent opera­
tions ashore, the HMM squadron attached to the SLF provides 
support to the 8LT. The remaining eleven beli~opter s~uadrons 
of the 1st MAW ~ust support twenty maneuver battalions. ' 
Thus, 1st MAW helicopter support is heavily unbal.nced in 
favor of the SLF battalion. In addition, the 1st MAW. is 
frequently required to furnish heavy lift helicopter (CH-
460 6r CH-53A) support from asset ashore to move BLB and 
squadron-from the LPH to locations ashore since the SLF 
helicopters are CH-46 Alphas. 

c. When the ARG/SLF BLI is chopped ashore· for Division 
OPC~N and the HMM remains afloat, 1st MAW does not have 
OPCONof the squadron but is obligated to p-rovide some heli­
copter support t~ the SLT while the squadron remains aboard 
the LPH~ In this case, 1st MAW requests HMM augmentation 
from the squadron afloat. The normal support gi~en to the 
1st MAW ranges between four and six aircraft, depending 
urbn the willingness of the ARG/SLF Commanders. Four o~ 
five aircraft are used to support the ARG/SLF staff admin­
istratively .. When the HMM squadron is aboard the LPH with 
eighteeen CH-46As > assuming 60% availability, the require­
ments for four aircraft for the SLF staff only allows a 
minimu~ number of helicopter~ to augment IstMAW. Such an 
arrangement does not provide optimum utilization of critical 
Marine helicopter assets in WestPac and support for our 
Divisions ashore. Only when the ARG/SLF departs the Vietnam 
ar~a f6r upkeep, portcalls, etc. and the HMM squadron~ 
physically move ashore, does l~t MAW obtain OPCON and the 
appropriate utilization .0£ these squadrons in support of bur. 
Marine Divisions. 

d. Communication with shipboard based HMMs is minimal 
at best. Lack of adequate communications inhibits passing 
pf information ~ertinent to aircraft availability, augmenta­
tion, and greatly. increases response time. When helicopter 
crews return to .the LPH for crew changes and fuaintenance it 
is difficult, if not impossible to communicate with the 
squadron to determine when they will return to the mission 
ashore. In addition helicopter mission ass~.n..Jl!~~t. afd brief­
in g . for m iss ion s ash 0 rea r e not a 1 way s po s s ~ ~ f d. .~ ~ f) E r ~ -. , 
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1. ITEM 3: Control and Utilization of ARG/SLF Helicopters

2. DISCUSSION :

a. Normally one HMM squadron is assigned OPCON to each
SLF unit (Alpha and Bravo). The present rotation plan con-
sists of one CH-46A and one UH-34 squadron. Commencing on or
about 1 June 1969, both SLF units will have CH-46A squadrons
in support of their operations.

b. When the ARG/SLF BLT is engaged in independent opera-
tions ashore, the HMM squadron attached to the SLF provides
support to the BLT. The remaining eleven helicopter squadrons
of the 1st MAW must support twenty maneuver battalions.
Thus, 1st MAW helicopter support is heavily unbalanced in
favor of the SLF battalion. In addition, the 1st MAW. is
frequently required to furnish heavy lift helicopter (CH-
46D or CH-53A) support from asset ashore to move BLTS and
squadron-from the LPH to locations ashore since the SLF
helicopters are CH-46 Alphas.

C. When the ARG/SLF BLT is chopped ashore for Division
OPCON and the HMM remains afloat, 1st MAW does not have
OPCON of the squadron but is obligated to provide some heli-
copter support to the BLT while the squadron remains aboard
the LPH. In this case, 1st MAW requests HMM augmentation
from the squadron afloat. The normal support given to the
1st MAW ranges between four and six aircraft, depending
upon the willingness of the ARG/SLF Commanders. Four or
five aircraft are used to support the ARG/SLF staff admin-
istratively. When the HMM squadron is aboard the LPH with
eighteeen CH-46A S , assuming 60% availability, the require-
ments for four aircraft for the SLF staff only allows a
minimum number of helicopters to augment 1stMAW. Such an
arrangement does not provide optimum utilization of critical
Marine helicopter assets in WestPac and support for our
Divisions ashore. Only when the ARG/SLF departs the Vietnam
area for upkeep, portcalls, etc. and the HMM squadrons
physically move ashore, does 1st MAW obtain OPCON and the
appropriate utilization of these squadrons in support of our
Marine Divisions

d. Communication with shipboard based HMMs is minimal
at best. Lack of adequate communications inhibits passing
of information pertinent to aircraft availability, augmenta-
tion, and greatly increases response time. When helicopter
crews return to the LPH for crew changes and maintenance it
is difficult, if not impossible to communicate with the
squadron to determine when they will return to the mission
ashore. In addition helicopter mission assignment and brief-
ing for missions ashore are not always possible

ENCLOSURE (2)
9 CONFIDENTIAL
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I. ~~~~~.aHDATloN5: 

I. That whenever the M.~i~e ARG/SLP BLT opo~it.i •• hor~ 
OPCON to the Division, the HMMeflo8t b~ ai.~ltaneou'ly 
Q~op,od to 1st MAW. Th{s will increase the number of boli­
oop~~rs aVill$ble for support .f Marine Oivisions. 

b. o That com.unications be ~stabli9h~d b.tween l.tMAW 
ind the ARG/SLF HMM afloet ~o ine~e51. helicop~'r r •• pon~ 
$ivoness and operationa! sffoctiven~ss. 

p •• 

Wi 2 • 
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3. BNDATIONS:

a. That whenever the Marine ARG/SLP BLT operates ashere
OPCON to the Division, the HMM afloat be simultaneously
shopped to 1st MAW. This will increase the number of holi-
copters available for support of Marine Divisions.

That communications be established between 1stMANb.
and the ARG/SLF HMM afloat to increase helicopter respon-
siveness and operational effectivenes

APPROVED DISAPPROVED

3,a,

3.b.
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,. BOARD RBCOMMENDATION; l.A. "That whtnev@r the Mafin61 
ARG/at, ItT operates &shor~ OPCON to the Division, the HMM 
afloat be e1multaneously chopped to 1st MAW. Thil will in­
crease the number af helicopters available ~or iuppo~t of 
Marine Divisions." 

3.· STAFF COMME~T:. The cover lettor to th@ st~dy l~mitt8d by 
the boara Itates that livery early-in the proc •• ding, an4 1nc1l1f1lc1, 
throughout, wttnessGa stated that the Ihort&ge of h.l~Qopt.r 
asset. in termfJ Qf numbe~e, types (l'&rtiaulA~ly _mo." h.U,ooptet:.) , 
mix and lift oap4city is it the root of our problem." WhLle there 
is aiho~tage of helioopters thero 1, allo An imba14no8 in the 
manner in which they a~8 allocate4. Wben the ARG/SLr i. en;a98Q 
in independent operations one DLT of the SLF il I~ppo~t.d by 
one HMM of the SLY. Sim~ltaneoullY l.t MAW it .~ppo~ting 30 
maneuver battalions with II helicopter .~ua4ron.. Wh.n the 
SLP' BLl' ahops OPCON to a Division aehore,tha SlI!' lIMN r.ma!nis 
OPCON to tne SLF aflOAt. When the8L.T is a.ho~$ (.n4 O'CON to 
a Division) ~nd th. HMN il afloa~, COM~IVBNTqrLaIT hal direQted 
that the HMM at.loatprovidQ max1mwn support t.o the lit MAW. 
This a'range~nt has not been completely 'AtisfActory. From the 

" belo paokage afloat, 4 or 5 aircraft are u •• d to l\apport the 
AaG/SLF staff administr:a.tiv9ly. The assi.gnmflnt when relate4 to 

. aircraft availability, pt'ov!dee only IS minimwn nwnbCtr ot aiJloratt 
to augment the 1st MAW. 

In actuality, OPCON of the nelicopter .quadron ,hould pass 
to tne let HAW s!multaneo~sly with the pl.. saw. of OPCON ot th. 
BLT to the Division 5nd this i. true whether the Iqu.4ron remain • 
• tloai or not. Since tb$ helioopte~ ahort_i_ i, one of the 
prime ca\\ees of OUf' oV~J'.ll lupport p~oblem in aountrl'I Lt il 
neQessary that the let MAW nave maximum cont:,~l ot av • .t".ble 
he~!oopt.~ a"eta tQ prov10Q maxtmUR ~upport tQ maneyver 
~.ttalions $Snore. At t~. present t~. "avy h_1 OpeOK of tne 
SLr. Tbu.s the Navy hal OPCON ot the flMM. Ou~ PfQpo.ed cban,. 
~n policy should be pAs.e4 to COMSIVINTHFLT to~ aommeni and . 
appropriQte follow up at~ps sho~ld be taken to implem.nt. 

I 

.. • STAFP RECOMMENDATION: Approve. 

5. ACTION REgUIRiD: G-l prepare a messago to COH81V11NTUrLT 
reque'tinq comments on the board'. rocommendation. 
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1. ITEM 3 INCLOSURE (2)

2. BOARD RECOMMENDATION: 3.a. "That whenever the Marine
ARG/SLF BLT operates ashore OPCON to the Division, the HMM
afloat be simultaneously chopped to lat MAW. This will in-
crease the number of helicopters available for support of
Marine Divisions.

3. STAFF COMMENT: The cover letter to the study submitted by
the board states that "very early in the proceedings and indeed
throughout, witnesses stated that the shortage of helicopter
assets in terms of numbers, types (particularly armed helicopters)
mix and lift capacity is at the root of our problem. If While there
is a shortage of helicopters there is also an imbalance in the
manner in which they are allocated. When the ARG/SLF is engagedin independent operations one BLT of the SLF is supported by
one HMM of the SLF. Simultaneously 1st MAW is supporting 20
maneuver battalions with 11 helicopter squadrons. When the
SLF BLT chops OPCON to a Division ashore, the SLF HMM remains
OPCON to the SLF afloat. When the BLT is ashore (and OPCON to
a Division) and the HMM is afloat, COMSEVENTHFLEET has directed
that the HMM afloat provide maximum support to the lat MAW.
This arrangement has not been completely satisfactory. From the
helo package afloat, 4 or 5 aircraft are used to support the
ARG/SLF staff administratively, The assignment when related to
aircraft availability, provides only a minimum number of aircraft
to augment the 1st MAW.

In actuality, OPCON of the helicopter squadron should pass
to the 1st MAW simultaneously with the passage of OPCON of the
BLT to the Division and this is true whether the aquadron remains
afloat or not. Since the helicopter shortage is one of the
prime causes of our overall support problem in country, it is
necessary that the 1st MAW have maximum control of available
helicopter assets to provide maximum support to maneuver
battalions ashore. At the present the Navy has OPCON of the
SLF. Thus the Navy has OPCON of the HMM. Our proposed change
in policy should be passed to COMSEVENTHFLT for a and
appropriate follow up steps should be taken to implement.

4. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve.

5. ACTION REQUIRED: G-3 prepare a message to COMBEVENTHFLT
requesting comments on the board's recommendation.

20mzig
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TO LTG NICK2itSO,~ CG III MAr< 
L21'1 
C 0 j\i F I J i ,~ T .£ A L ACO 81 i3 EYES Oi\jl Y 

I ;-IAVE: HiMW fJ-rE AP I\lE~J5 STORY BY PE!'ER ARI~Ei'A:' AI\jD Hoa~T iiAU;;> 
RZGARDII\IG A CO,;1PAI~;) RiF'U;::lIi~G 1'0 MOVE TO Ai'~ 03JSCTIVE. 'THE 5T0RY 
WAJ PSO,~£D TO THI3 J-iQ..:i JY USARV 10. '1HZ SfORY 13 DA.31CALLY COR­
RECT; .'dJ~JiV;:::H, a LEAv~a OuT S OIViE FAC f oJ RZGARDlt\lG HOVJ l'IAlW i1Ei'~ IN iRE 
I.W JLVE:D 'J. :·;2REdY l:lAl{lj~G T HZ 3'£ JRY VERY [~UCH £XA3GE:RATED. 

THZ FACTS A;:j I HAVi GAL-iZRED J~{!:lvl FRQi.l '{HE 13DE CI;lDR At'-JD B!~ CMDR 
[-\HZ A:5 FOLLOW.::i: 
r i,J!: BI~ Cl'lDR, LT COL ROJEH;: c. BACO:~, HAD OHDER!~D 1ST LT EUGZNZ 
.:3;-tURT~, C. o •. 1.\ co, 3D u,~, 21ST INFAi\!i.'r{Y, TO 110\1£ OfF OF Nul LO!\! 
Hi 0301D Ai'JD SvJiEP THE.: AREA <1'0 i!'lSIit I'JES'l' WHZRE THEY HAD BE£I\;.Li-li: 
Pd2VIOUS DAY. THEIK ORDERS II~CLUDED TO ATT2tilPT TO Rltl'RIEVE HJO 
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THE: CU'lPIiNY ,DID 1~\J.f ~Jovt: A,4D ;iAD SO:E DI;jCU33I(),~S BY RADIO' WITH THE 
~ J. ZV IDEI~TL Y C JRR£SPO;~DE,H i~Ji~;Jl fAUS, WHO WAS OJ'''; i~UI L O,'J, vlAS HI 
hZAaII\lG DI6lHi~C~ JF THZ RADIO TRA;~SiHSJIO,J. A3 TIl'lE PASSED, THE 
80 CALLiD nit: 31'.J CO Ai~D SAiD Ii HAT .:>Oi12 OF' HIS 30LDIEiiS \'JHO J-:AD A 
6ilJRT TI~lE LEn I,~ COUI~.lRY DID IJuT WA,'>li.' '1'0 i·l0Vi OUT. THEY WiRE 
Tr~ED FrlO~ PRSViOU~ DAYS OF ;IG~IING AND TH2Y WERE RELUCTANI fO 
'fAi{2 MORE CA::;UAL'iI"i;.::i.J.rL~ BI~ CO TJLD THe: CO 'f0 ORDER f11E COl·jPAi~Y 
1'0 i'lW'E our Ai'-lD TO FOLLOW !-IIl1. inS B;\J CO ADVIS:l!:D lH':: COli-:AT THEiiE 
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0 2652152 EYa
FM CG III MAF
TO 30 FMFPAC
ZEM
C 0 D I A L/EYES ONLY

RECEIVELFOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
26

AUG P.
1. THE FOL MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE:

0 251520Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV

Thiligi)
ZEM
C 0 F 1 D I A L FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON/EYES ONLY
1. THE FOL MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
0 51348Z LFF- 1

FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIVISION
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
C 0 I D E N I 1 A L ACD 818 EYES ONLY
I HAVE HEARD THE AP NEWS STORY BY PETER ARNETT AND HORST FAUS

REGARDING A COMPANS REFUSING TO MOVE TO AN OBJECTIVE. 'THE STORY
WAS PHONED TO THIS HQS BY USARV IO. THE STORY IS BASICALLY COR-
RECT; ROWEVER, IT LEAVES OUT SOME FACTS REGARDING HOW MANY MEN WERE
INVOLVED THEREBY MAKING THE STORY VERY MUCH EXAGGERATED.

THE FACTS AS I HAVE GATHERED THEM FROM THE SDE CNDR AND BN CMDR
ARE AS FOLLOWS:
THE BN CMDR, LT COL ROBERT C. BACON, HAD ORDERED 1ST LI EUGENE
SHURTZ, C.O. A CO, 3D BN, 21ST INFANTRY, TO MOVE OFF OF NUI LON
AT 590w AND SWEEP THE AREA TO THEIR WEST WHERE THEY HAD BEEN THE
PREVIOUS DAY. THEIR ORDERS INCLUDED TO ATTEMPT TO RETRIEVE TWO
MISSING IN ACTION IN THAT AREA. THE BN CMDR BECAME CONCERNED WHEN
THE COMPANY DID NOT MOVE AND HAD SOME DISCUSSIONS BY RADIO WITH THE
CO. EVIDENTLY CORRESPONDENT HURST FAUS, WHO WAS ON NUI LON, WAS IN
HEARING DISTANCE OF THE RADIO TRANSMISSION. AS TIME PASSED, THE
Co CALLED THE 3N 00 AND SAID THAT SOME OF HIS SOLDIERS WHO HAD A
SHORT TIME LEFT IN COUNTRY DID NOT WANT TO MOVE OUT. THEY WERE
TIRED FROM PREVIOUS DAYS OF FIGHTING AND THEY WERE RELUCTANT 10
TAKE MORE CASUALTIES. THE BN 00 TOLD THE CO TO ORDER THE COMPANY
10 MOVE OUT AND TO FOLLOW HIM. THE BN CO ADVISED THE 00 THAT THERE
WAS NO ENEMY ACTION OR ENEMY CONTACT IN THE AREA AT THE PRESENT

5011)TIME. THE BN CO THEN SENT HIS EX OFFICER, MAJ RICHARD WAITE AND
SGI E-7 OKIE BLANKENDRIP 10 THE COMPA AREA J. UII LON. BY HELICOPTER.
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IOO!{ j\jO CA.3UiiLIliZS D:jRI,'-lG i --Ii DAY O{; 24 AU'.}. 

Ii A?piAi"iS 1 HA.l 1 iit:: Il\!CIDEI41 WAS CAUoJiD ciY LI ;:;riUru;:: ANl.) ) (\"::LtJC-' 
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MAJOR WATTE FUJND 30, 151 LI BABRIZ TIRED AND EMOTIONALLY RATTLED.
HE TALKED 10 The 00 AND 301 HIM BETTLED DOW.V. MAJ WAITE AND SGT
BLANKENSHIP THEN TALKED TO MANY OF THE MEN AND FOUND ONLY FIVE OF
THEM WHO WERE HESTTANT TO MOVE BECAUSE OF THE PREVIOUS DAYS OF BATTLE
AND BECAUSE OF THE REMIINING TIME LEF IN COUNTRY. MAJ WAITE
TALKED 10 THESE FIVE MEN AND TEN MINUTES LATER THE COMPANY MOVED
OUT ON ITS MISSION. THEY MOVED OUT AT APPROXIMATELY 1000 HRS,
WHICH WAS A ONE HOUR DELAY FROM THE INITIAL ORDER. THE COMPANY
TOOK NJ CASUALTIES DURING THE DAY OF 24 AUG.

Il APPEARS THAI THE INCIDENT WAS CAUSED BY LT SHURIZ AND 5 RELUC-
TANI EM. LT SHURTZ hAD BEEN THE CO FOR SLIGHTLY OVER TWO WEEKS
AND If APPEARS HE LACKED THE DRIVE, INITIATIVE AND OVER ALL LEADERSHIP
TO BE A COMPANY COMMANDER. L1 SHURTZ WAS RELIEVED OF HIS COMMAND
1HIS AFTERNOON, 25 AUG, BY HIS BN CADR WHO HAD DISCUSSED THE SITUATION
WITH THE 3DL CMDR PRIUR 10 RELIEVING HIM. THE RELIEF WAS MADE
HOURS BEFORE THE BDE HAD ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE AP STORY

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
UNQUOTE

2. THE 196TH LIB HAS PERFORMED IN AN OUTSTANDING MANNER.
SINCE THE 12TH OF AUG THROUGH 2413328 THEY HAVE ACCOUNTED
FOR ,24 ENEMY KILLED WHILE LOGING 34 OF THEIR OWN TROOPS.
ACTIONS OF AN INEYPERIENCED YOUNG LIEUTENANT WHO FOUND
HIMSELF IN COMMAND OF A COMPANY IN COMBAT IS REGRETTED,
BUT SHOULD NOT DETRACT FROM THE MEMORY OR THE DEEDS
U.S THE LATE LICOL HOWARD AND THE MANY OTHERS WHO FOUGHT
VALIANILY AGAINST THE COMMUNIST ENEMY.

WARM REGARDS
GP-4 550 NOTE: DELIVER TO AGEN TOWNSEND

C/2 MACV IMMEDIATELY
UNQUOTE:

50/2/
3P-4 ONU NOT DELIVER DURING WORKING .JOURN
our
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PITIZYUW RHMNAFA3477 23601040 ITII RUNHFMA.
ZNY TITII
P 2601042 AUG
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHMFMA/CO FMFPAC
BT
I 0 E C E I/FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON SECT I OF 2

VISIT OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE NAVY RUS
Do CG FMFPAC 1500427 AUG69
so IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A THE FOL INFORMATION IS SUB-
MITTED CONCERNING UNDER SECRETARY OF THE NAVY VISIT
TO III MAF 19-21 AUG 19690
20 THE VISIT IS BROKEN DOWN INTO FOUR CATEGORIES: EAD
VISIT ID THIRD MARDIV, (B) VISIT TO FIRST MARDIV. (C)
VISIT TO FIRST MAW, (D) VISIT WITH CG I'LL MAF AND HQS
III MAF.

Ao VISIT IO THIRD MARDIV ENCOMPASSED THREE MAIN AREAS
OF INTEREST: BBD BRIEFING ON TACITCAL SURVEILLANCE
SYSTEM (2) VISIT TO IF CLEARWATER, 83.9 VISIT AND
BRIEFING AT CAGONO

8 ID AT THE BRIEFING ON TACTICAL SURVEILLANCE
SYSTEM, MGEN JONES POINTED OUT EXTENSIVE REQUIREMENTS OF

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 3479 I 0 P SECRE TIFOR LIGEN BUSE
THE DIVISION DUE TO LARGE RECONNAISSANCE ZONE WITHIN AO.
UNSECNAV WAS INTRODUCED TO THREE THIRD
MARDIV INTELLIGENCE GATHERING AGENCIES. DIVISION
AERIAL OBSERVERS BRIEFED ON MISSION EQUIPMENT AND
OPERATIONS. UNSECHAV ASKED IF AO'S SPOTTED FOR NGFo
WHEN RESPONDED TO IN THE AFFIRMATIVE, ASKED IF
THEY THOUGHT NGF EFFECTIVE. AO'S RESPONDED BY STATING
THAT IT WAS Ag VERY EFFECTIVE WEAPON. GROUND SURVEIL:
LANCE UNIT BRIEFED ON DISPLAYED EMPLACEMENT READOUT
AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE TEAMS AND EQUIPMENT NO

SIGNIFICANT QUESTIONS WERE ASKED. RECONNAISSANCE
TEAM BRIEFED ON ITS PROJECTED MISSION INTO THE WESTERN
RECONNAISSANCE ZONE. A 3D FORCE RECONNAISSANCE TEAM
THEN BRIEFED ON ITS RECENTLY COMPLETED MISSION IN THE
DMZo NO SIGNIFICANT QUESTIONS WERE ASKED.

(28 AI IF CLEARWATER UNSECNAV HAD A TOUR
OF RAMP FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT HE QUESTIONED
WHETHER THIS WAS STANDARD ON SPECIAL EQUIPMENT FOR
RVNo ANSWER STANDARD. THE UNSECNAV TRAVELED ABOARD
AN NSAD PUSHER BOAT TO THE PUSHER BOAT CAUSEWAY
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PAGE 3 RHMMAFA 3477 I 0 P S ECR E- I/FOR LIGEN BUSE
WHERE HE WAS BRIEFED BY CIF, CLEARWATER, ON MISSION,
ORGANIZATION AND PACIFICATION EFFORTS. HE THEN HAD
A DENONSTRATION RIDE ON A PBR.

(3) SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES AT CAG-4 IS
DIVIDED INTO THREE PHASES, 8A8 VIETNAMESE BRIEF,
(B) CAP BRIEFING, (C) INSPECTION OF CAP. 40303.

CAD THE VIETNAMESE BRIEFING WAS CON-
DUCTED BY MAJOR NGUYEN DUC NHIEM, THE DISTRICT CHIEF.
HE DISCUSSED PACIFICATION, MILITARY SITUATION, LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT. THE UNSECNAV
QUESTIONED THE DISTRICT CHIEF REGARDING LAND OWNER
SHIP. ANSWER GIVEN WAS THAT LAND is EITHER OWNED
LOCALLY BY THE PEOPLE WHO FARM II, OR BY THE COM
MUNITY. NO LARGE LAND HOLDERS.

(B) AT THE CAP BRIEFING, UNSECNAV
WAS BRIEFED ON THE MISSION AND ORGANIZATION OF THE
COMBINED ACIION PROGRAM BY CO CACO A-30 THE BRIEF
COVERED THE TACTICAL SITUATION AND INTELLIGENCE
GATHERING. UNSECNAV RAISED QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE
COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM IN I CORPS AND EXPRESSED

PAGE 4 RHMMAFA 3477 I 0 P SECRE I/FOR LIGEN BUSE
FURTHER INTEREST IN THE TECHNIQUES OF GATHERING INO
FORMATION. ANSWER GIVEN WAS THAT SINCE THE PF S ARE
NATIVE TO THE AREA, THEY ARE EXCELLENT SOURCES OF
INTELLIGENCE AND HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL

(C) AT THE INSPECTION OF CAP 4-3-3,
THE UNSECNAV ASKED QUESTION CONCERNING THE PERSONAL
AFFAIRS OF THE MENo ANSWER WAS THAT. ALL PERSONNEL
WERE ENTHUSIASTIC REGARDING THEIR DUTIES.

848 WHILE I-SI NICIZ HE VISITED FSB BARBARA AND
TALKED WITH CO IST ARVN REGT. FROM THERE HE WENT TO
HONORS CEREMONY AND BRIEFING BY IST ARUN DIV AT HUE
CITADEL. MGEN TRUONG AND HIS STAFF DID AN OUTSTANDING
JOB. UNSECNAV THANKED GEN TRUONG PUBLICALLY AT END OF

BRIEFING. HE. THEN VISITED BOIST WITH A. BRIEFING. FROM
10151 HE RETURNED IO SICIZ.

Bo AT THE VISIT TO IST MARDIV NO BRIEFINGS WERE
PRESENTED. AI THE VARIOUS STOPS THE LOCAL SITUATION
WAS EXPLAINED ON THE GROUND BUT NO BRIEFINGS AS SUCH.
UNSECNAV WAS LITERALLY INTERESTED IN EVERYTHING AND
EVERYBODY. HE WAS PERHAPS MORE INTERESTED IN PEOPLE

PAGE 20F5 PAGES 25/2/
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PAGE 5 RHMMAFA 3477 T 0 a SECRI E I/FOR LIGEN BUSE
THAN IN THINGS. ALL HIS QUESTIONS WERE PERTINENT AND
WIDE RANGING. HE WANTED TO KNOW HOW THINGS WORK AND
WHAT PEOPLE DO O ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING
ARVN ORGANIZATION CHAIN OF COMMAND, RELATIONS WITH
Uo So SIDE, HOW WE CONDUCTED COMBINED OPERATIONS ETC.
NOTHING SIGNIFICANT WAS DISCUSSED.

Co VISIT TO FIRST MAW:
CDS UNSECNAV BRIEFED ON THE COMPOSITION AND LOCATION OF 1ST MAW

UNITS IN VIETNAM, THE TYPES OF AIR OPERATIONS BEING CONDUCTED, INO
CLUDING IN-COUNTRY AND OUT-OF-COUNTRY MISSIONS, THE MAGNITUDE OF AIR
OPERATIONS AND THE MAJOR COMMANDS BEING SUPPORTED, THE UTILIZATION OF
FIXED WING AND HELICOPTER ASSETS AND THE AIR CONTROL SYSTEM BEING
EMPLOYED.

(2) AREAS OF INTEREST INCLUDED THE MECHANICS OF THE AIR CONTROL SYO
STEM, THE PROCEDURE FOR REQUESTING AIR SUPPORT, AND THE RESPONSIBILITY
AND METHODS OF FULFILLING AIR SUPPORT REQUESTS.

83.D PRINCIPAL QUESTION ASKED: ARE YOU HAVING ANY PROBLEMS WITH THE
SINGLE MANAGER CONCEPT FOR AIR. ANSWER: THE SINGLE MANAGE CONCEPT
AS II is PRESENTLY BEING IMPLEMENTED DOES NOT POSE ANY SIGNIFICANT
PROBLEMS TO IME IST MARINE AIR WING.

PAGE S RHMMAFA 3477 I 0 P SECRE I/FOR LIGEN BUSE
(9) UNSECNAV VISITED THE MAG-11 FLIGHT LINE AND OPERATING

AREAo PRESENTATION FOR UNSECHAV WAS ARRANGED
AS STATIC DISPLAY OF FOLLOWING MAG-B:, AIRCRAFTS

CAS TA4F WITH AUXILIARY DISPLAY OF FLIGHT CREW EQUIPMENT.
(B) F4B WITH SATS LOADER AND LOADED MER.
BCD EAGA
(D) EE108
SED RF48 CONFIGURED WITH DECM PODS.

358 THE FOLLOWING SELECTED BRIEFING ITEMS ARE CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT:
CAD F4B 0 UNSECHAV SAID HE HAD FLOWN IN AM F4B FROM CV AND WAS

FAMILIAR WITH THE AIRCRAFT .
(B) ASA 0 UNSECNAV SHOWED a STRONG INTEREST IN THIS AIRCRAFT WHICH

WAS NOT FOCUSED ON ANY SINGLE CAPABILITY. HE EXPRESSED A DESIRE 10 FLY
IN THE AIRCRAFT, AND WAS PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED WITH ROCKEYE II
CONFIGURATION AND THE WEAPON CAPABILITY. HE IDICATED THAT HE HAD BEEN
LOOKING FOR THIS WEAPON BUT HAD NOT SEEN II BEFORE.

CCS EASA 0 UNSECNAV INDICATED FAMILIARITY WITH THIS ECM AIRCRAFT AND
WAS PROVIDED THE INFORMATION THAT THIS WAS THE FINEST JAMMING AIRCRAFT
IN THE WORLDo

(D) EFICB-THE BRIEFER INFORMED UNSECNAV THAT THIS AIRCRAFT WAS
BI
3477
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PITTZYUW RMMMAFA3485 2380104-TTTT RUNHFMA.
ZNY TITTI
2601042 AUG 69

FM CG III MAF
TO RUKHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
OPSECRE I/FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON SECT 2 OF 2 SECT

PHASEING OUT AT THE RATE OF TWO A MONTH. AND THAT AVERAGE AGE WAS
15016 YEARS.

SED RF4B- UNSECNAV EXAMINED THE COCKPIT AND WAS BRIEFED ON A
STANDARD PHOTO MISSION.

QUESTION: IS DECM EQUIPMENT OPERATED FROM THE BACK SEAT?
ANSWER: YES
QUESTION IS THE RF4B FLOWN MOSTLY IN SUPPORT OF MARINES

OR THE AIR FORCE?
ANSWER: AIRCRAFT IS FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF MARINES AND OTHERS AS

FRAGGED OUT OF SAIGON.
CGS AREAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST: UNSECNAV WAS INTERESTED IN THE SCHEDU-

LING AND CONTROL OF AIRCRAFT FROM LAUNCH, IO, AND IN THE TARGET AREA. A
COMPLETE PRESENTATION OF THIS INFORMATION WAS NOT POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF
THE LIMITATIONS OF TIME AND THE NOISE ON THE FLIGHT LINE.
UNSECHAV INDICATED SOME SURPRISE AT THE TOTAL INVENTORY OF AIRCRAFT
IN MAG-SSo CONCERNING A PREVIOUS FLT HE HAD MADE IN THE OV-10A,

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 3485 I 0 P S E C 8. E I/FOR LIGEN BUSE
HE STATED HE HAD CONSIDERED THE REQUIREMENT FOR AIR CONDITIONING
TO BE UNJUSTIFIED UNTIL HIS DEMONSTRATION FLIGHT CONVINCED
HIM OTHERWISE.

875 UNSECNAV MADE A FAMILIARIZATION FLIGHT IN THE A GA AIRCRAFT,
0730-0830 ON 21 AUG 1969 IN WHICH HE, OVERFLEW THE MAJORITY OF
I CORPS. UNSECNAV WAS EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH THE
FLIGHT AND EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION AT HAVING
BEEN ABLE TO SEE THE AREA FROM THE ASRo

Do VISIT WITH CG III MAF AND HQS III MAF 8 NO
CRIEFINGS WERE PRESENTED DURING VISIT, TO III MAF
UNSECNAV CALLED ON LIEN HICKERSON AI WHICH TIME
GEN NICKERSON PROVIDED AN OVERALL ORIENTATION OF
III MAF AND ICTZ. RETURN OF THE NEW JERSEY TO THE
RVN GUNLINE AT THE EARLIEST PRACTICABLE DATE WAS
REITERATED BY GEN WICKERSON WITH JUSTIFICATION THAT
THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE NEW JERSEY I.S. MORE CRITICAL
NOW THAN EVER BEFORE, AND THAT BATTLESHIP NAVAL GUN-
FIRE IS A COST EFFECTIVE WEAPONS SYSTEM. A POSITION
PAPER ON EMPLOYMENT OF THE NEW JERSEY WAS GIVEN TO
UNSECNAV. A POSITION PAPER ON III MAF'S POSITION ON

5-PAGES40F
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WESTPAC POSTURE OF FMF UNITS FOLLOWING PHASE II
REDEPLOYMENTS WAS ALSO GIVEN THE UNSECNAV STATING THAT
FORCES AVAILABLE IO III MAF SUBSEQUENT TO PHASE II
REDEPLOYMENTS REPRESENT AN OPTIMUM POSTURE FOR
REACTING TO CONTINGENCIES IN I CORPS, PROVIDING THE
TWO SLFOS AFLOAT AND THE NEW JERSEY WITH OTHER NGF
ARE AVAILABLE FOR EMPLOYMENT IN I CORPS. COPIES OF
BOTH POSITION PAPERS HAVE BEEN MAILED TO YOUR HQS.
3:0 UNSECNAV ALSO MADE A CALL ON LIGEN LAM, CG
I CORPS. NOTHING SIGNIFICANT WAS DISCUSSED.
40 AS A GENERAL COMMENT, I WOULD SAY THAT THE
UNSECNAV IS A HIGHLY ENTHUSIASTIC YOUNG. MAN. HE
WAS INTERESTED IN DOING THINGS AND SEEING THINGS
AND HE ENJOYED THIS VISIT IMMENSELY. I AM ALSO
SURE THAT HE ACHIEVED TREMENDOUS BENEFIT FROM THE
VISIT.

WARM REGARDS.
GPO
BT
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OTTAGYOW RUNLOMA
RUMHVP.
RUMLBPA -I-O CG 10!ST ABN DIV
RUMLMPA -I- COM THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE DNG
0 P 310826Z AUG 69
FM CG III MAF DNG
TO RUML3PA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB
RUMLMHA/CG FMAW DNG
RUMUFGA/COMNAVFORV REP DNG
RUMLMPA/COM THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE DNG
RUMLMPA/CG FOR LOG COMMAND DNG
INFO ZEN/CG USARV LBN
RUMLBPA/CG 801ST ABN DIV
RUMHVP/CG 3RD MARDIV DHA
BT

O a S E C 8 End T/SPECAT SENGITIVE EYES ONLY
TO LIG ZAIS, MAJ GEN THRASH, RADM BONNER, RADM DILLON
3GEN FEELEY. INFO LIG MILDREN, MG WRIGHT, MGEN JONES
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
Do A MACU MOVEMENTS PLANNING CONFERENCE IS SCHEDULED FOR
5 SEPTEMBER PURPOSE OF CONFERENCE IS TO DEVEI.OP MAXIMUM
INFORMATION RELATIVE TO PHASE TWO REDEPLOYMENTS PRIOR TO
A SIMILAR CINCPAC CONFERENCE SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 5224 I T/SPECAT SENSITIVE EYES ONLY
IMMEDIATELY AFTER A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE PHASE TWO
REDUCTION. COMUSMACV HAS THEREFORE DIRECTED COMPONENT
COMMANDERS IO SUPPLY CERTAIN INFORMATION PRIOR TO 5
SEPTEMBER. THIS MESSAGE ADDRESSES ONLY THE "FACILITIES AND
INSTALLATIONS" INFORMATION OF THE MACV REQUIREMENT.
20 ASAP, BUT IN ANY CASE NOT LATER THAN 1200 HOURS, TUESDAY,

SEPTEMBER 1969 REQUEST YOU IDENTIFY THOSE FACILITIES AND2
INSTALLATIONS VACATED AS A RESULT OF UNIT REDEPLOYMENTS THAT
WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR RELEASE TO RVNAF OR OTHER US/FWMAF TO
INCLUDE RECOMMENDATIONS WITH REGARD TO THEIR DISPOSITION AND
SUPPORTING RATIONALE THEREFOR. FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS
WHICH WILL BE ONLY PARTIALLY VACATED BY THE REDEPLOYMENTS
SHOULD ALSO BE INDICATED AND THE REQUIREMENT, IF ANY, FOR USE
OF THE VACATED PORTION.
30 FOLLOWING ARE APROPOS TO THE FOREGOING REQUIREMENT:
Ao COGHIZANCE SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE FUTURE STATIONING OF THE
DIVISION RESIDUAL FORCE IN ICIZ. ELABORATION ON THIS CONTINO
GENCY CAN BE SUPPLIED THROUGH STAFF LIAISON FROM XII MAF IF
NECESSARY.
Bo THIS HEADQUARTERS WILL EFFECT NECESSARY COORDINATION WITH

PAGE 3 RHMNAFA 5224 I 0 SECRE I/SPECAI SENSITIVE EYES ONLY
USARV.
Co XXIV CORPS LOI 1059 (FOR CG XXIV CORPS).
So THIS REQUIREMENT CLOSE HOLD.
So WARM REGARDS.
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MY G-3 AC 1'l0N JFF l~Ert 
B. CJFS MACV MAC 11333 EJ 3.tl09262: AUG 69 
I. REf A ADVISED IHAT A MESSA~E WOLLD BE FJRTHCOMIN8 WHICH 

W~ULD REQUlriE A rtiDUC,lO~ IN MY HEADQUArtTErtS Of ABJUT 10j 
SPACES DURING PHASE 2 AND THAT SOME LESSErt NUMBEK. ABDUl 
62 JK MOriE, WOULD BE A~eEPTABl.g T..; YOUri HEADQUART~HS. 
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0 311112Z ZYH
FM ce 111 MAF
I COMUSMACV
ZEM
IUPSECRE I SENSITIVE EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
A. CONVERSATION WITH J303 ACTION OFFICER, LICOL WILSON AND
MY G-3 ACTION OFFICER
B. COFS MACV MAC 11333 E0 300926Z AUG 69

RECEIVED

1. REF A ADVISED THAT A MESSAGE WOULD BE FORTHCOMING WHICH
WOULD REQUIRE A REDUCTION IN MY HEADQUARTERS OF ABOUT 100

31 AUGA M.SPACES DURING PHASE 2 AND THAT SOME LESSEn NUMBER, ABOUT
62 JR MORE, WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS.
2. REF B REQUESTED REDUCTIONS TOTALLING 100 SPACES. FURTHER
LIAISON WITH YOUR STAFF ESTABLISHED THAT A FIGURE OF 62 On
MORE WOULD STILL SATISFY THE REQUIREMENT.
3. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST YOU ADD FOLLOWING TO OUR PROPOSED
TROOPLIST FOR PHASE 2:
UIC FRN UNIT NR
M 20128 99K001A HQ III MAF 70
4. REQUEST YOU CONVEY CHANGE To CG FMFPAC.
5. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS.
180
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FORMATION
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Feedback

OUTIN

N24
tag
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BY THIS DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL ANDIDCG
3 MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHINDCG AIR

7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DISPOS-2 C/S I
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEETIDC/S
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RUNIWP RUMl.lIA RUr-iLMPA RUMUFGA RUMU"3P.~ lUJf<11r1V1 4 

" Z ~JY CCCCC " ' , ' 
F 26@246Z ~IJG ~ 
Ff·1 CG I I 1 ~qAF DHG' ." 
TO RUMLBPA/CG XXXV CORPS PHB .. 
RU~iMLWCG rIRS! M8\RDIV DNG ' , " 
Rm~t.MJA/CG O~ ZERO O~iE ABI~ IHV'(t:.,;\'1) CAiYlP 'E~GL~ 
nUltlHVP/CG tMIRD HARi)XV DGH .. ' 
RUMU.li\/CG At>1ERICAl.; DXV' CHt ' 
RUMLMPA/CG FORLOGCOMv DNG 
RUMUGFA/COMNAVSUPPAC! DNG 
RUMU1PA1COM THIRD ~JCB DNG 
RUMHVTI CG USA RAY Sf! COf'lD D~G 

..... : .;~ 

BT ' , . 
CON f IDE N 1, ~, Fl 1.. 'FOR L!GE"~~ ZtUS o' f~GEt~ SH'lPSCHJ g f.1GE!~ t~~UGH·to 
i'iGEN JO~}ESil HG£~ RAMSEY 1) BGEIIi FE£L.EY1l R~DM BONI\1~Rf) RADM D.IlLON " 
~tJD BGEN GUNW" FRot>' L 'EGE:(IJ tncK~RSON, ,.; -
EXPOSUfut TO HOStILE FInE ' ' "~~ p , 

'10 FOR PERSONAL AtJD OffICIM. REASOr~$@~·i~!· BECONES NECESSARY 
fOR ~U! TO BRUIG A VERY' SEt~SItlV! {~A!tER to 'ifOutl PROH?l {f,n:E{~110~<o 
AS THE fHJEMY CONIINurtS I'US tRtHlSlltt}N- fltlCi{ 70 Cl,ASSICAl 
GUERR !LLA W~RFARE ~ OBVl.OUS jn~PHAS!S J1.S, .. Bl!UJG ~R.ACED otJ 
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PITCZYUU RHMMAFA3488 2380246-CCC RUMLBPA RUMMLA RUMLMJA
RUMHVP RUMLLIA RUMLMPA RUMUFGA RUMLMPA RUMNVT ,
ZNY CCCCC
P 260246Z AUG 69
FM CG III MAF DHG
TO RUMLBPA/CG XXIV CORPS PHB
RUMNLA/CG FIRST MARDIV DNG
RUMLMJA/CG ONE ZERO ONE ABN DIVCAM) CAMP EAGLE
RUMHVP/CG THIRD MARDIV DGH
RUMLLIA/CG AMERICAL DIV CHL
RUMLMPA/CG FORLOGCOMO DNG
RUMUGFA/COMNAVSUPPACE DNG
RUMLMPA/COM THIRD NCB DNG
RUMHVT/CG USA RMY SPT COMD DNG
BT
C 0 N F I D Red N I I a L FOR LIGEN ZAIS, MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN WRIGHT,
MGEN JONES, MGEN RAMSEY. BGEN FEELEY, RADM BONNER, RADM DILLON
AND BGEN GUNN FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
EXPOSURE TO HOSTILE FIRE
10 FOR PERSONAL AND OFFICIAL REASONS II BECOMES NECESSARY
FOR ME TO BRING A VERY SENSITIVE MATTER TO YOUR PROMPT ATTENTION.
AS THE ENEMY CONTANUES HIS TRANSITION BACK TO CLASSICAL
GUERRILLA WARFARE, OBVIOUS EMPHASIS IS BEING PLACED ON

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA3488 C I E I. A L
SPECTACULAR ACTS THAT WILL DRAMATIZE OUR. INABILITY TO
COMPLETELY SUPPRESS HIM. IN TURN, HIS GREATLY INCREASED
EFFECTIVENESS IN USE OF ANTI-AIRCRAFT WEAPONS/TECHNIQUES
CREATES EVEN MORE HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS FOR THOSE OF US
EXERCISING AGGRESSIVE COMMAND AND CONTROL.
2. 1 HAVE ALREADY EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY
OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS. NOW bee REMIND EACH OF YOU THAT
GENERAL/FLAG OFFICERS MUST ALSO RESTRAIN THEIR TRAVEL
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. WHILE WE CONTINUE TO PUNISH
THE ENEMY SEVERELY, NOTHING COULD ENHANCE HIS CAUSE MORE
QUICKLY THAN THE DESTRUCTION OF AN AIRCRAFT. CARRYING
ONE OR MORE OF OUR SENIOR OFFICERS. THE ENEMY IS BREAKING
DOWN INTO SMALL GROUPS AND IS ATTEMPTING TO HURT US IN
THIS MANNER OF WARFARE. FOR THIS REASON AND OTHER OBVIOUS
ONES I COUNSEL YOU TO BE UNUSUALLY PRUDENT IN YOUR OWN
TRAVELS AND VISITS TO HOSTILE AREAS.
3. FREQUENT PATTERNS OF ARRIVAL BY HELOS AT CONTESTED FSB S
OR UNITS IN CONTACT ARE INCREASINGLY LIKELY TO OFFER AN
ALERT ENEMY HIS LONG AVAITED TARGET OF OPPORTUNITY. DON T
SHOW UP IN THE MIDDLE OF A FIRE FIGHT. IN MOST CASES, THE

PAGE LOF2 PAGES
FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69)

COPIES CONFIDENTIALOF 62COPY
0101-V04-6601
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PAGE 3'R'H~lMA'FA3li88 C O'fIl F'ID E N'l":l:f.\ L,' 
BEST' -HELP THAt 'YOU' CMJ GIVE TROOPS tHA1,. ARE ENGAGED 1 N CONa/n 
IS TO LEAVE' THEM 'ALON'E'~ REMEMBER TOO tHAT YOU 'lHu) YOUR NELOS 
DRAW FIRE Af~D' T»IS IS OBVIOUS1.Y ALWAVS UN\lJELCOME: g ESPECIALl..Y 

.. BY THE TROOPS BEU4G VISrn:D~':; ., . 
40 i WOUl.D .. S?ECIFICALL'i, CAUT ION YOt.! ON. I:-JEATHE~ .. \~!rM. THE 
APPROACH OF tHE fIjONSOO~J SEASON YOU MAY. If,Un> IT NECESSARY 

: TO REOUCETERRAIN CLEARANCE IN:ORDER. TO REMAIN UNDER THE' . 
. ' 'WEAtHER C1ULUIG •. WHEN THE, TERRAIN CL.EA.RA~CE IS REDUCED 10 

:!H£ POINT WHERE YOU ·ARE FORCED ·HIIO:lli£ RANGE ,Oli ENEf<r{ 
taEAPONS', YOU' SJiOU1.DfIlOT PENETRATE !~ !AREAo .'. ' '., 
"0 RiSPONSXBILITV TO UNiT ·AND RECOGNITION OF'THE SENSITIVE 
POLITICAL EfFEcts 'MUST TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER THE FACTOR 
OF' P£RSONAL COURAGE •. 1 N THIS' REGA~D. lNSP~RAlION TO YOUR, 
TROOPS, IS' Ma. U1PORTANI MATlER., BUt I C'}iO.oSE IHIS TIME . 
TO CAUtION YOU AND REQUEst CA,REFUL PLAfHUNG FOR FUTUR£ 
VISITS AND FLIGHt PLANS'", :' ~. _ 
GP .... <t '") {~.,_. rr-- p l G't-~ 
aT . . ' . PAGE~U\';';~ A ~ '-~ c 
·3488, . , Of (p COP\E~ 

cOP'< ~ - -FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69) 
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PAGE 3 RHMMAFA3488 C O N I D E N
BEST HELP THAT YOU CAN GIVE TROOPS THAT, ARE ENGAGED IN COMBAT
IS TO LEAVE THEM ALONE. REMEMBER TOO THAT YOU AND YOUR HELOS
DRAW FIRE AND THIS IS OBVIOUSLY ALWAYS UNWELCOME, ESPECIALLY
BY THE TROOPS BEING VISITED.
4. I WOULD SPECIFICALLY CAUTION YOU ON WEATHER. WITH THE
APPROACH OF THE MONSOON SEASON YOU MAY FIND IT NECESSARY
TO REDUCE TERRAIN CLEARANCE IN ORDER TO REMAIN UNDER THE
WEATHER CEILING. WHEN THE TERRAIN CLEARANCE IS REDUCED TO
THE POINT WHERE YOU ARE FORCED INIO THE RANGE OF ENEMY
WEAPONS, YOU SHOULD NOT PENETRATE THE AREA.
5. RESPONSIBILITY TO UNIT AND RECOGNITION OF THE SENSITIVE
POLITICAL EFFECTS MUST TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER THE FACTOR
OF PERSONAL COURAGE. IN THIS REGARD, INSPIRATION TO YOUR
TROOPS is AN IMPORTANT MATTER, BUT I CHOOSE THIS TIME
TO CAUTION YOU AND REQUEST CAREFUL PLANNING FOR FUTURE
VISITS AND FLIGHT PLANS.
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MR 08 MIL MAF
TO COMUSWACV
INFO CG FIRST MARDIV

RECEIVED

SIGNATURE

C = AMERICAL DIV

26 AUGP.M.ZEM
C 0 N F 1 D NITAL /EYES ONLY
FOR GEN ABRAMS
INFO AGEN SIMPSON AND MGEN RAMSEY
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: RESULTS OF OPERATIONS IN AREA OF HIEP DUC
1. THE FOLLOWING CHRONOLOGY IS PROVIDED ON THE ACTIONS IN THE VICINIT

196THOF HIEP DUC COMMENCING ON 12 AUGUST. 4/31 IN AND 3/21 INF OF THE
LIB AMERICAL WERE THE PRINCIPAL PARTICIPANTS IN THESE ACTIONS. THE 2D
BN 7TH MARINES CONTACTS ARE INCLUDED SINCE FOR A SHORT PERIOD PRIOR TO
21 AUGUST THIS BATTALION WAS UPCON TO THE 196TH LIB IN CONNECTION WITH
BOUNDARY ORANGES BEING EFFECTED; SINCE THAT TIME 2/7 HAS BEEN OPERATIN
TO THE NE UF, HIEP DUC IN CONJUNCTION WITH AMERICAL OPN3.
2. SIGNIFICANT CONTACTS:

FKD KIAEN KIAACTIONEVENT NO.
W50CO A, 4/31 I.J.I REC'DA. (AI 990250)

UNK NUMBER OF 31MM MORT RDS FOL-
LOWED DY A GND ATK BY AN USEF.
ORG UPNS AND ARTY WERE EMPLOYED
AND THE IN WITHDREW.

G170345H. CIDG PLAT AMBUSHED LARGE3. (31 173135)
USEF. EN WORE KHAKI UNIFORMS AND
WERE ARMED WITH SA, B-40 RKTS, AND
MORTS. THE PLI BROKE CONTACT AND
CALLED AIR AND ARTY.

S1716001. 4/31 I'm WHILE SEARCHINGC. CAT 340603)
THE AREA FOUND S NVA BODIES KILLED BY
SAF SEVERAL DAYS AGO.

5 11716459 00 D, 4/31 INF CAME IND. (3T 005229)
CONTACT WITH AN EST EN CO. THE
CONTACT BROKE AT 19154.

97 4131145H. 00 D, 4/31 INF RECD SAFE. (BI 004224)
FROM A USEF. D 00 REID FIRE WITH

2/11JR G WPN AND CALLED GUNSRIPS AND
SPOOKY. CONTACT LASTED 3 HOURS.
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1)171IJ;-:. C A,JD C H£LO FRO;1 3/21 

I~F REC'O .j0 CA~ FiR~~ ~aA~~iD 
AI~D aUR,.iiJ. .3,~ co, )3,\I.3Gl :l.!.\J (i,'Ji] 
AP P,;O! 03iiAP.-!EH LO.;;l. 
200733"1. A&a :0, 5/21 I:~/ '.J,.;ILi 
I'iVi}li~~1 '£0 DOVli\IZD CJtC; ,-iiLO R£8'D 
,;jA?, AWF, MJU RP3 FIJiE FROI·j :;.,ij';'. 
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F. (AT 953257) 101200H. RECO. PL1, 4/51 INF CAME in

IN CONTACT WITH A JOEF.
G. (AT 933273) 131335K. CO\E, 4/31 INF MADE 91 10

CONTACT WITHA U3EF AND EMPLOYED
ORG UPNo, SPOOKY, AND GUNSHIPS.
CONTACT BROKE A1 2125 H.

H. (ET 215493) 1313009. 00 E, 2/7 MAR OBS'D 5
10 EN AND CALLED A/S'S.

(BT 015225)I. 1519032 uH. F/3 CAV ENGAGED AN EN
.5x CAL M3 PSN.
196930H. CO E, 2/7 MAR 035' D 48( of 002371) 36J.
EN IN A TREE LINE. THE EN WERE
CARRYING PACKS AND MOVING W. AIR
AND ARTY CALLED ON ENEMY

K. (BI 615255) 19171SH. C AND C HELO FROM 3/21 3w
INF REC'D .50 CAL FIRE. CRASHED
AND BURNED. 3N CO, BNSGT HAJ AND
AP PHOLOGRAPHER LOST.

L. ( 3T 230212) 2067381. A&B CO, 3/21 INF WAILE 22 6
HOVING TO DOWNED C&C HELO REC'D
BAF, AWF, AND RPG FIRE FROM JSEF.
GOLDIERS REI'D FIRE AND CALLED
ARTY AND A/S'S.
201300H. 00 C, 3/21 INF 035'D IM. (3I 039223) ,
NVA IN A RICE PADDY. CALLED ARY.

N. (BT 225215) 216660H. STRY C, 3/16 ARTY FIRED 5
A MINIS ON USEF.
2123323. 00 3, 5/21 INF MADE CON-(BI 353212)U. 9
TACT WITH A USEF.
211007H. CU A, 3/21INF CAME UNDERP. (BI 515225) 3
FIRE FROM USEF, THE 00 REI'D OR G UPNS
FIRE.

(AT 933232) 2112359. 00 C, 4/31 INF WHILE 1332. 2

2(21
SEARCHING AREA AFTER CONTACT FIND

.VA SID.
(31 034212) 21155- FAC DIRECTED Also J. ENR. 14

FORCE

2(2)
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:i~ A 3UNKiR COMPLEX. 
2Zd41.<i
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-!. CO D, 1146 I,~/ CAi,1E I,~TO 

:OI\ilACI ',ref:-; AI~ i~.i ,~VA ?LT. 1:12 co 
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AND
DALLES ARTY.

152253329 30 A, 3/21 INF REC'D BA/ANJ2D215)
FIRE FROM EST EN SQD IN A BUNKER COM-
PLEX. THE 00 RET'D 3AF, BROKE CONTACT
AND LATER SWEPT THE AREA.

022132DH. CO B, 3/21 INF ENGAGED USEF 8U. (BT 026210)
IN A BUNKER COMPLEX.

112314124. 00 D, 1/46 INF CAME INTOV. CAI 921233)
CONTACT WITH AN 231 NVA PLT. THE 00
ENGAGED AND CALLED GUNDRIPS IN SFI.
THE CONTACT CROKESS MINUTES LATER
AND THE CU SWEPI THE AREA.
2413599. 00 E, 2/7 MARINES REC'D 10 .(A1 375232)
,-JDK32MM HORT KDS. 3/7 WAB FIRED

ON 513P MORT SITE.
2007024. 30 e, 0/21 1.. AND ) GRAVES I250211)

EACh CONTAINING 1NNA SUDY APPROX 3
DAYS OLD KILLED BY SAF.

152516204. CO C, 2/1 INV MN 1) GRAVES(31 512223)Y.
EACH SUNTAINING 1 NVA 3001 APPROX
DAYS ULD.

122010559. Cu B, 2/1 INF MADE CONTACTL. CA1 949263)
WITH A USEF AND WAS REINFORCED BY CU 3,
1/45 INF. and EN EMPLOYED SAF AND
HORTS. CONTACT BROKE A1 15504.

UNK00 ri, 2/1 MAR REC'D SNIPER 11AA. (A1 952285)
FIRE FROM USEF. G & H&S 00 WHILE
MOVING 10 THE LEFT OF H 00 CAME UNDER IN-
IENSE SAF. ALL 3 000 RET' 0 OR J FIRE

2/31
WITH ARTY AND A/3'S Iv SPI. .KU FORCES
BROKE CONTACT AI DARK.

2/3)
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ECRET

OTTSZYUW RHMMAFA3810 2400726-SSSS=-RUHHFMA RUEBHOA.
ZNY SSSSS
0 2807262 AUG 69 ZFF-6
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RUEBHOA/CMC
BT
S E C PO E I
FOR LGEN BUSE, INFO GEN CHAPMAN, FROM LGEN NICKERSON
USS NEW JERSEY EMPLOYMENT (U)
Bo RU) THE USS NEW JERSEY, SCHEDULED FOR DEPLOYMENT TO
WEST PAC IN SEP 69 , NOW REPORTEDLY IS NOT DEPLOYING AND
IS SCHEDULED FOR DECOMMISSIONINGo
20 858 I FEEL THAT THE FOLLOWING DATA SUPPORTS THE DEPLOY-
MENT OF NEW JERSEY AS SCHEDULED:

Ao FROM THE ARRIVAL OF THE USS NEW JERSEY ON THE GUN-
LINE ON 30 SEPTEMBER 1968, UNTIL HER DEPARTURE ON 31 MARCH
1969, SHE SUPPORTED ICTZ ON 85 DAYS. DURING THIS PERIOD
SHE EXPENDED NEARLY 4,089 ROUNDS OF 16 INCH AMMUNITION
AND HEARLY 11,000 ROUNDS OF 5 INCH AMMUNITION IN SUPPORT
OF III MAF AS HER PRINCIPAL EMPLOYER, III. MAF WAS MOST
RELUCIANI TO SEE HER DEPART. GUN DAMAGE ASSESSMENT WHILE

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 3818 SECRET I
IN SUPPORT OF III MAF INCLUDED MORE THAT 1000 STRUCTURES
AND BUNKERS, AND 100 CAVES AND TUNNEL COMPLEXES DESTROYED
OR DAMAGED, SOME 120 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND OVER 90 CONFIRMED
KIAo
80 NEW JERSEY DEMONSTRATED THE ABILITY TO PROVIDE NGFS AI

RANGES UP TO 35,000 METERS INLAND. THIS IS ABOUT HALF AGAIN
THE RANGE THAT ANY OTHER NGF SHIP IS CAPABLE OF .

Co ACCORDING TO BOTH GROUND AND AERIAL SPOTTERS THE BATTLE-
SHIP FIRE CONTROL SYSTEM IS CONSISTENTLY MORE ACCURATE AND MORE
RESPONSIVE IO SPOTS THAN ANY NAVAL GUNFIRE FIRE CONTROL SYSTEM
USED IN VIETNAM. AVERAGE INITIAL SALVO. ERROR IS LESS THAT 300
YARDS IN RANGE AND 100 YARDS IN DEFLECTION THE ROUNDS ARE
USUALLY ON TARGET WITH NO MORE THAN TWO SPOTTING ADJUSTMENTS.

Do THE CAPABILITY, ON SHORT NOTICE, TO PROVIDE A TIME,
QUICK OR DELAYED FUZE ACTION ON A 2000 NR PROJECTILE HAS THE
ADVANTAGE OF VERSATILITY OVER AIR DROPPED WEAPONS. ARTILLERY
HAS NO WEAPON IN VIETNAM THAT CAN COMPARE IN RANGE, EXPLOSIVE
POWER OR ACCURACY WITH THE 16 850 NAVAL GUHo
Eo THE EXTENDED RANGE AND MOBILE FIREPOWER OF THE BATTLE-

SHIP GIVE THE GROUND COMMANDERS GREATER FLEXIBILITY IN THE

3
PAGESLOFPAGE

6
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4 [1)
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ECRET

PAGE 3 RHMMAFA 3810 SECRET
POSITIONING AND EMPLOYMENT OF ARTILLERY BATTERIES. E.Goo
ADDITIONAL ARTILLERY BATTERIES CAN BE LOCATED IN THE WESTERN-
MOST REGIONS WITH NGF REPLACING THE RELOCATED ARTILLERY BATTERIES.

Fo THE PRESENCE OF THE BATTLESHIP NEW JERSEY UNDOUBTEDLY
HAS AN ADVERSE PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT ON THE MORALE OF ENEMY GROUND
TROOPS AND MOST LIKELY WOULD CAUSE ENEMY COMMANDERS CONCERN IN
THE EVENT THEY CONTEMPLATE LARGE SCALE. MOVEMENTS ACROSS THE DMZ.

Go BAITLESHIP NGF SUPPORT HAS CERTAIN ADVANTAGES OVER AIR
CRAFT/ARIILLERY. THESE INCLUDE:

828 GREATER ABILITY I.O PENETRATE "HARDENED" TARGETS.
THE 16 ARMOR PIERCING ROUND CAN PENETRATE 21 FEET OF REINFORCED
CONCRETE OR 35 FEET OF EARTH AND LOGS.

(2) GREATER ACCURACY AGAINST TARGETS PRESENTING PRI-
MARILY VERICAL AREAS TO LINE OF FIRE.

(3) ALL WEATHER CAPABILITY.
(2) ABILITY TO REMAIN ON STATION FOR PROLONGED PERIODS.
CSS NO VULNERABILITY TO ANTI-AIRCRAFT WEAPONS. THE

CREW IS SAFE FROM SAPPERS AND GROUND ATTACH AND AMMUNITION IS
NOT DEPENDENT ON A LAND LOCKED SUPPLY: SYSTEM.

(6) REQUIRES NO ADVANCE BASE CONSTRUCTION IN SOUTHEAST

PAGE 4 RHMMAFA 3810 SECRET
ASIA.
30 (S) THE 9TH RLT HAS ALREADY DEPLOYED FROM RVN; IMPENDING
DECISIONS INDICATE THE PROBABILITY OF ADDITIONAL FORCES BEING
REDEPLOYED. IMPENDING BUDGETARY RESTRICTIONS DICTATE THE
NECESSITY IO CLOSELY EXAMINE THE RELATIVE COSTS OF VARIOUS
WEAPONS SYSTEMS AVAILABLE TO FORCES COMMITTED IN RVN. THESE
FACTORS, MORE THAN EVER BEFORE, ESTABLISH A REQUIREMENT FOR THE
NEW JERSEY AND JUSTIFY ITS EMPLOYMENT. THE FOLLOWING FACTS
ARE PERTINENT:

Ao THE REDUCTION OF TROOP STRENGTHS, PARTICULARLY IN THE
AREA SOUTH OF THE DMZ, DICTATES A REQUIREMENT FOR THE TREMEN-
DOUS, MOBILE FIREPOWER OF THE BATTLESHIP IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO
REACT QUICKLY IN THE EVENT THE ENEMY DECIDES IO EXPLOIT THE
SITUATION BY COMING ACROSS THE DMZ IN FORCE.

B. FRIENDLY FORCES ARE BEING THINNED OUT THROUGHOUT I CORPS.
THE MOBILE FIREPOWER OF THE BATTLESHIP PERMITS RAPID REACTION
TO ANY ENEMY ATTEMPTS TO EXPLOIT THE SITUATION ANYWHERE IN I
CORPS COR THROUGHOUT RUND.

Co THE PRESENCE OF THE NEW JERSEY OFF THE COAST OF RVN
REPRESENTS AN INVALUABLE FIRE SUPPORT CAPABILITY WITHOUT RE-

20F3 PAGES
PAGE

2 SECRET111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY OF COPIES
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PAGE 5 RHMMAFA 38.10 SECRET
QUIRING ANY INCREASE OF IN-COUNTRY SPACES.

D. IT IS REPORTED THAT THE COST OF REFITTING THE NEW JERSEY
WAS $22, 000,000. SHE IS REPORTED TO BE IN GOOD CONDITION AND HAS
CONSIDERABLE REDUNDANCY. FROM A COSI-EFFECTIVENESS STANDPOINT.
THE CONTINUED EMPLOYMENT OF THE NEW JERSEY REPRESENTS A UTILI
ZATION OF FUNDS ALREADY INVESTED. IN ADDITION, CONSIDERABLE 16th

AMMUNITION IS ALREADY LOCATED IN WESTPAC FOR UTILIZATION BY THE
NEW JERSEY, AS INDICATED BY THE FOLLOWING:
TYPE AMMO CAM RANH BAY SUBIC SASEBO TOTAL

52963875 971HC 450
52174447AP
11961136 60MARK 19

FIRECRACKER
40 RCD IN CONCLUSION THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE NEW JERSEY IS MORE
CRITICAL THAN EVER. THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE NEW JERSEY ON THE RVN
GUNLINE WILL SAVE COUNTLESS LIVES. II IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
THAT THE NEW JERSEY BE DEPLOYED TO WESTPAC AS PREVIOUSLY
SCHEDULED.
GP-2
BT
3810

PAGE 3 2.0F
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SEC RET FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
VISn OF CQ'I1USMACV TO ICTZ 27AUG69 (ll) 

A. CG1USMACV 32267 DTG 301105Z MAY69 
1. F'OL SU8MIITED lAW REF A. 
2. GEN ABRAMS VISITED UNITS IN THE Al1ERICAL TAOl ON 
21AUG69. HE ARRIVED AT CHU LA! AT 1005H AND WAS MET BY 
LTGEN NICKERSON, CG III {I'jAI', LIG£f\J LAM, CG I CORPS, MGEN 
RAMSEY, C G AMERICAL DIV AND BGl!:N 1" OAN, CG 2D ARVN DIV. 
THE pARTY TOOK OFF WITHOUT DELAY BE HELO FOR TAM KY, QUANG 
I IN PROJ INCE HQS. GEN ABRAMS WAS GREETED THERE BY COL THO, 
PROVINCE CHIEF, AND LTCOL STAFFORD, PROVINCE SENIOR ADVISOR. 
COL THO BRIEFED GEN ABRAMS ON THE ENEMY SITUATION IN QUANG 
TIN pROJ INCE SINCE THE FIRST OF THE YEAR AND THE ACCOMPLISH­
f~ENTS OF THE PROJINCIAL FORCES. COL THO ALSO COVERED THE RD 
AND PACIFICATION PROGRAM. AT tHIS POINT GEN ABRAMS ASKED 
COL tHO WHAT HE THOUGHT OF' THE RD SCHOOL AT VUNG, TAU. COL 
THO !:)'fAJED THAT HE THOUGHT THE SCHOOL WAS GOOD AND VERY 
BENEFICIAL, BUI HE CONSIDERED THE DISTANCE TOO GREAT FRCM 
I CORPS. GEN LAM RAISED THE NEED FOR 44 MORE PI' PLATOONS. 
GEN ABRAMS THEN ASKED COL IHO HOy] HE STOOD' ON PI' PLATOONS. 
COL THO REPLIED THAI HE NEEDED AN ADDITIONAL 65 PLATOONS. 
3. GEN ABRAMS DEPARTED QUANG TIN PROVINCE HQ AT 105eJH 
FOR AN OJERF'LIGHT AND VISUAL RECON OF THE AREA IN THE 
VICINITY OF LZ WEST, HIEP DUC AND LZ, CENTER WHERE THE 196TH 
LIB HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE 1ST AND ~D NVA REGIS. GEN 
RAMSEY POINTED OUT THE AREAS OF CONTACT AND DESCRIBED RECENI 
OPERATIONS IN THE AREA. THE PARTY LANDED AT FSB CENTER 
WH£Rg Gl!:N ABRAMS WAS INTRODUCED TO KEY BDE OFFICERS AND NCO·S. 
THE BN CO 3/21 INF, LICOL BACON, HAD HIS INtELLIGENCE AND 
OPERATIONS SGTS BRIEF GEN ABRAMS FROM A VANTAGE POINI ON THE 
BN OPE RAT IONS SOUTHWEST OF LZ CENTER. GEN ABRAMS ASKED HOW 
LONG IT TOOK THE VC/NVA TO BUILD BUNKER COMPLEXES LIKE THOSE 
FOUND. LTCOL BACON ANSWERED AT LEAST THREE WEEKS. GEN ABRAMS 
STATED, QUOTE, I HAt· S WHAI T HEY' HE 001 NG WHEN YOU THINK 
l' HEY' RE DOING NOT HING UNQUOi E. GEN ABRAMS ALSO RECEIVED A 
BRIEFIN G A1 .l HAJ. POINt BY LTCDL V INH, CO 5T H REGT, 20 ARVN 
D.lV, ON HIS REGT'S PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATIONS. GEN 
ABRAMS THEN WALKED AROUND THE FIRE BASE TA.L. KING WITH MEI-IBERS <1/) 
OF 3/21 INF, 8 JMM (II ORTAR PLAI DON AND B B~BY, 3- 82 ARTY. v I 
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0 280810Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INFO CG USARV
ZEM
SECRET FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO ICTZ 27AUG69 (U)
A. COMUSMACV 32267 DTG 301105Z MAY69
1. FOL SUBMITTED IAW REF A.
2. GEN ABRAMS VISITED UNITS IN THE AMERICAL TAOI ON
27AUG69. HE ARRIVED AT CHU LAI AT 1005 H AND WAS MET BY
LTGEN NICKERSON, CG III MAF, LIGEN LAM, CG I CORPS, MGEN
RAMSEY, CG AMERICAL DIV AND BGEN TOAN, CG 2D ARVN DIV.
THE PARTY TOOK OFF WITHOUT DELAY BE HELO FOR TAM KY, QUANG
TIN PROVINCE HQS. GEN ABRAMS WAS GREETED THERE BY COL THO,
PROVINCE CHIEF, AND LTCOL STAFFORD, PROVINCE SENIOR ADVISOR.
COL THO BRIEFED GEN ABRAMS ON THE ENEMY SITUATION IN QUANG
TIN PROVINCE SINCE THE FIRST OF THE YEAR AND THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF THE PROVINCIAL FORCES. COL THO ALSO COVERED THE RD
AND PACIFICATION PROGRAM. AT THIS POINT GEN ABRAMS ASKED
COL THO WHAT HE THOUGHT OF THE RD SCHOOL AT VUNG. TAU. COL
THO STATED THAT HE THOUGHT THE SCHOOL WAS GOOD AND VERY
BENEFICIAL, BUT HE CONSIDERED THE DISTANCE TOO GREAT FROM
I CORPS. GEN LAM RAISED THE NEED FOR 44 MORE PF PLATOONS.
GEN ABRAMS THEN ASKED COL THO HOW HE STOOD ON PF PLATOONS.
COL THO REPLIED THAT HE NEEDED AN ADDITIONAL 65 PLATOONS.
3. GEN ABRAMS DEPARTED QUANG TIN PROVINCE HQ AT 1050H
FOR AN OVERFLIGHT AND VISUAL RECON OF THE AREA IN THE
VICINITY OF LZ WEST, HIEP DUC AND LZ CENTER WHERE THE 196TH
LIB HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE 1ST AND 3D NVA REGTS. GEN
RAMSEY POINTED OUT THE AREAS OF CONTACT AND DESCRIBED RECENT
OPERATIONS IN THE AREA. THE PARTY LANDED AT FSB CENTER
WHERE GEN ABRAMS WAS INTRODUCED TO KEY BDE OFFICERS AND NCO'S.
THE BN CO 3/21 INF, LTCOL BAC ON, HAD HIS INTELLIGENCE AND
OPERATIONS SGTS BRIEF GEN ABRAMS FROM A VANTAGE POINT ON THE
BN OPERATIONS SOUTHWEST OF LZ CENTER. GEN ABRAMS ASKED HOW
LONG IT TOOK THE VC/NVA TO BUILD BUNKER COMPLEXES LIKE THOSE
FOUND. LTC OL BAC ON ANSWERED AI LEAST THREE WEEKS. GEN ABRAMS
STATED, QUOTE, THAT'S WHAI THEY'RE DOING WHEN YOU THINK
THEY'RE DOING NOTHING UNQUOIE. GEN ABRAMS ALSO RECEIVED A
BRIEFING A1 1HA1 POINT BY LICOL VINH, CO 5TH REGT, 2D ARVN
DIV, ON HIS REGT'S PARTICIPATION IN THE OPERATIONS. GEN
ABRAMS THEN WALKED AR OUND THE FIRE BASE TALKING WITH MEMBERS

5/1)OF 3/21 INF, 8 1MM MORTAR PLATOON AND B BIRY. 3-32 ARTY.
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4. GEN ABRAMS DEPARIED Lt C~N!~R AND LANDED'AT LZ BALDY 
AT 1205 HRS. tiE WAS BRIEFED IN THE 196TH LIB TOC BY COL 
C ODr spon 1 t cO 7T H MAR REGT, ON I HE OPERAT IONS OF HIS REG! 
WHICH HAS ONE BATTALION COMMIIIED 10 HiE AREA OF' OPERATIONS. 
GEN RAMSEY THEN COV~R~D iHE OPERATIONS IN THE OIHER AREAS OF 
1 HE AMERICAL AO. GEN ABRAlVJS HAD NO QUEST IONS OR COMMtNTS. 

;' 5. DURING LUNCH AT THE 196IH LIB OfFICERS MESS, GEN ABRAMS 
COMPLIMENtED GEN- TOAN ON HOW WELL- THE 2D ARVN DIV WAS PERFORM­
ING. HE STATED THAT REPORTS INDICATED 1M)!; 2D ARVN DIV WAS 
MAKING ~nEADY PROGRESS. HE, FURTHER STATED THAI THE lSI AND 2D ARVN 
DIVISIONS WERE TKE BEST IN VIl!:lNAM. AHER LUNCH GEN ABRAMS 
DEPAR.LI!:D Foo DANANG wnK GEN NICKERSON. 
6. GEN ABRAMS VISITED FIRST MARDIV FROM 125f2JH TO 1415H. 
AT HILL 37, ,\CP OF 3/1, HE MET REGT CO, COL WILKERSON, 4 BN COS 

_____ PLUS SGTl'lAJS: ALSO DI::iTRICT_CJ1IE.F' _OF DAr .LOC,_ J1SA _AND A COMBINED 
ACll0N C{lI1PANY co. HE WAS SHOWN SIAlIC DISPLAY OF LOB BOlVlB, AND 
GIVEN AN UPDATE BRIEFING ON OPERATIONS OF riHST MARDIV, 
WHICH INCLUDED USE OF BPS LINE SENSOR IN DANANG BARRIER. 
PARTY THEN WENT 10 HILL 110, CP OF 2/26, TO SEE READ-our 
APPARAT us. E[v}PL OYMENT OF 1 HE BPS IN DEFENSE OF DANANG WAS 
EXpLAINJ::D BY CO 2/26. 
7. NO ~lGNIFICANr COMMENTS AND NO GUIDANCE RECEIVED. FLEW 
TRACI!: FRQ'tl HiLL 10, NAMa BRIDGE, T HENCl:; 10 BASE OPNS, 
DANANe. DEPARLED FOR SAIGON AT 1430H. 
GP-4 
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4. GEN ABRAMS DEPARTED LZ CENTER AND LANDED AT LZ BALDY
AT 1205 HRS. HE WAS BRIEFED IN THE 196TH LIB TOC BY COL
CODISPOTI1, CO 7TH MAR REGT, ON THE OPERATIONS OF HIS REGT
WHICH HAS ONE BATTALION COMMITTED 10 THE AREA OF OPERATIONS.
GEN RAMSEY THEN COVERED THE OPERATIONS IN THE OTHER AREAS OF
THE AMERICAL AO. GEN ABRAMS HAD NO QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS.
5. DURING LUNCH AT THE 196TH LIB OFFICERS MESS, GEN ABRAMS
COMPLIMENTED GEN TOAN ON HOW WELL THE 2D ARVN DIV WAS PERFORM-
ING. HE STATED THAT REPORTS INDICATED THE 2D ARVN DIV WAS
MAKING STEADY PROGRESS. HE FURTHER STATED THAT THE 1ST AND 2D ARVN
DIVISIONS WERE THE BEST IN VIETNAM. AFTER LUNCH GEN ABRAMS
DEPARTED FOR DANANG WITH GEN NICKERSON.
6. GEN ABRAMS VISITED FIRST MARDIV FROM 1250H TO 1415H.
AT HILL 37, CP OF 3/1, HE MET REGT CO, COL WILKERSON, 4 BN COS
PLUS SGIMAJS: ALSO DISTRICT CHIEF OF DAI LOC, DSA AND A COMBINED
ACTION COMPANY CO. HE WAS SHOWN STATIC DISPLAY OF LOB BOMB, AND
GIVEN AN UPDATE BRIEFING ON OPERATIONS OF FIRST MARDIV,
WHICH INCLUDED USE OF BPS LINE SENSOR IN DANANG BARRIER.
PARTY THEN WENT TO HILL 10, CP OF 2/26, TO SEE READ-OUT
APPARATUS. EMPLOYMENT OF THE BPS IN DEFENSE OF DANANG WAS
EXPLAINED BY CO 2/26.
7. NO SIGNIFICANT COMMENTS AND NO GUIDANCE RECEIVED. FLEW
TRACE FROM HILL 10, NAMO BRIDGE, THENCE 10 BASE OPNS,
DANANG. DEPARTED FOR SAIGON AT 1430H.
GP-4
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PITCZYUU RHMMAFA3865 2401338-CCCC RUNHEMA.
ZNY CCCCC
P 2813387 AUG 69
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
BT
C 0 Er : IDENTE a L/FOR BGEN WILSON FROA BAEL DOOLEY
SUBJ: PERSONNEL ACTIONS
10 ORM SIMPSON HAS AN IMMEDIATE AND URGENS REQUIREMENT
FOR A BATTALION COMMANDER FOR 2/7. BILL. JONES HAS
AGREED TO MAKE LICOL JOSEPH EDWARD HOPKINS, 053462
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE. MOPKINS IS PREMENTLY ASSOCIANT
Go3 TRAINING AT THIRD MARDIV. BOTH GRN AND 23.1 AGREE
AS DOES GEN NICKERSON. WOULD YOU PLEASE EFFECT All

IMMEDIATE TRANSFER FROM THE THIRD DIVASION ID THE
FIRST DIVISION?
2. ORM SIMPSON, BILL JONES, GAY THRASH AND 3 SPERT
ABOUT All HOUR AND A HALF TOGETHER TODAY WORKING ON
COLONELS ASSIGNMENTS. WE WENT THROUGH ALL AVAILABLE
PEOPLE ATTEMPTING TO FIND A POTENTIAL REGIMENTAL
COMMANDER FOR THE 9TH MARINES. JO VAN METER CAN BE MADE
AVAILABLE BY THE FIRST DIVISI ON. BUT FROM THERE ON THE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA3869 C 0 D Eal M.I. A LABON
SITUATION IS PRETTY LIGHT AND NO ONE WANTS YO DISRUPT THEIR
PRESENT ORGANIZATION. THE DRAWBACK WITH THIS
NOMINATION is THAT JO WILL BE LEAVING IN MID-
DECEMBER. HOWEVER, IF GEN BUSE WOULD SEE FIT TO GIVE
JO THE 9TH MARINES, WE WILL TRY TO BACK H&M UP IN
DECEMBER BY PULLING WILL SIMLIK OUT OF THE THIRD
MARINES IF THEY SHOULD DEPLOY OR RETURN COL ROBERT E.
BARDE FROM HERE TO THE NENTH MARINES IO RELIEVE VAN
METER. REQUEST GEN BUSE'S CONSIDERATIONS. THE
MINIMUM DISRUPTION TO ALL CONCERNED WOULD INVOLVE THE
TRANSFER OF VAN METER TO OKI.
3. VE WOULD ALSO REQUEST THAT YOU DIVERT ROBERT. Lo
PARNELL, 036993, COL, 9907 10 III MAF VICE FIRST NAW
AS PRESENTLY SCHEDULED. CG FIRST MAN CONCURS.
40 UE ALSO ASK YOUR HELP AT THIS TIME IN PLANNING FOR
THE RELIEF OF JOHN CANTON. AS YOU KNOW JOHN'S J08 IS
ONE OF THE KEY JOBS IN THIS HAS AND. WE DO NOT HAVE AN
ADEQUATE NUMBER THO MAN IN THE G-2 SHOP NOW. COULD
YOU REQUEST HQMC TO PROGRAM A TOP-NOTCH INTELLIGENCE
TYPE TO RELIEVE JOHN WHEN HE DEPARTS IN JAN 07 1970.

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA3865 CONF D ENT I A L/FOR
3. CHARLIE WALKER, WHO IS NOW CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE
FIRST DEVISION, HAS FAILED SELECTION THICE AHD HAS NOT
BEEN RETAINED. HE IS DUE TO ROTATE IN .MAY OF 1970.
GEN NICKERSON AND ORM SIMPSON BOTH WOULD AGREE TO
HIS DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM PRIOR TO CHRISTMAS OF
1969, WITH OR WITHOUT A RELIEF, IN ORDER TO GIVE

WALKERHIM SOME CONSIDERATION PRIOR TO HIS. RETIREMENT.
GP-4
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Fill CG III ;lAF' 1O.w&A ' 
TO COrl USi1ACV 

- !?' ..or 
ZEM -
SEC RET / FOR GEf\j A13RM1$ FR0i·j LTGEN NICKEi}SJi 
1. PURSUANT TO OUR DISCUSSION ON SENSORS DURING YO 
LAST VISIT, THE fOLLOWING 1l1SG filQ[i] BILL JO:\lES IS QUO ...-.......­
FOR YOUR INFJRMATION: 

QUOTE: 
P 290100Z 
FM CG THIRD MARDIV 
TO CG III fl'IAF f 

INFO CG XX IV COR PS 
ZEM 
SEC RET c' 

SUBJ: PROBABLE KILL OF NVA RESULTING rRO(1 SENSOR ACTIVITY. 
MGEN JJNES SENDS FOR LTGEN NICKERSON INFO LTGEN ZAIS. 
1. THE F'l)LLOWING IS THE INFORMATIJN I HOLD RELATIVE TO THE PRO­

BABLE KILL OF 12 NVA AS A RESULT OF SENSOR ACTIVITY IN THE VIC­
INITY OF FSS 3AIGON. 
2. AT 0900 ON 7 AUGUST A PROJECT DELTA RECONNAISSANCE TEAM DIS­
COVERED 12 NVA BOD'"rES AT j~D 829270. THE BODIES WERE CLAD IN 
GREEN UNIFORMS, HELMETS AND BOOTS, BUT WEAPONS AND WEB GEAR HAD 
APPAREi'~TLY BEEN REtv]OVED. THE TIfriE OF DEATH WAS ESTIMATED TO BE 
APPROXIMATELY .10 DAYS PRIOn T0 DISCOVERY AND CAUSE OF DEATH blAS 
ARTILLERY FIRE OR AIR DELIVERED ORDNANCE. 
3. THE LOCAT ION OF THE DOD IES ~vAS IN THE VICINITY OF ONE OF THE 
KILL ZUivE:S OF SENSOR STRING 604. SENSORS IN THIS STRlrG ARE 
LOCATED AT XD 82282820, XD 81102740 AND XD 81882750 AND l'lERE 
HAND EMPLACED BY A GKOUi\lD .sURVEILLANCE TEAM ON 1 JUL Y 1969. SEN­
SOKS Jr STRING 604 I:JERE ACTIVAT1!:D BETlvEEN 15 JULY AND 5 AUG DE­
TECTING A TOTAL OF 31 PERSONNEL. 
4. ALL ROUNDS FIRED INTO THE AREA WERE 175MM. IN ADDITION, BECAUSE 
OF SENSOR ACTIVITY AND SIGHIINGS, DELAY BOMBS WERE SEEDED IN THE 
GENERAL AREA (UPPER LEFT 8127 AND LOWER RIGHT 8223). 
5. rn OM THE PROXIMITY JF THE BOD lES TO THE 3Ei-JSOR STR ING KILL 
ZONE, IT WAS DEDUCED THAT THESE KILLS PROBABLY RESULTED ffiOftl 
THE FIRES IN RESPONSE TO SENSOR ACTIVITY OF STRIN3 604. NO 
H&I FIRES HAD BEEN DIRECTED AT THIS AREA DURING THE PERIOD 25 
JULY THROUGH 7 AUGUST. 
V 
UNQUOTE - WARI") REGARDS. 
(iF4 ... 

7(1) 
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P 300225Z
30 AUGAMFM CG III MAF

TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRET / FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. PURSUANT TO OUR DISCUSSION ON SENSORS DURING YOUR
LAST VISIT, THE FOLLOWING MSG FROM BILL JONES IS QUOT
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

QUOTE:
P 290100Z
FM CG THIRD MARDIV
TO CG III MAF
INFO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
S E C R E T
SUBJ: PROBABLE KILL OF NVA RESULTING FROM SENSOR ACTIVITY.
MGEN JONES SENDS FOR LTGEN NICKERSON INFO LIGEN ZAIS.
1. THE FOLLOWING IS THE INFORMATION I HOLD RELATIVE TO THE PR O-
BABLE KILL OF 12 NVA AS A RESULT OF SENSOR ACTIVITY IN THE VIC-
INITY OF FSB SAIGON.
2. AT 0900 ON 7 AUGUST A PROJECT DELTA RECONNAISSANCE TEAM DIS-
COVERED 12 NVA BODIES AT XD 829270. THE BODIES WERE CL AD IN
GREEN UNIFORMS, HELMETS AND BOOTS, BUT WEAPONS AND WEB GEAR HAD
APPARENTLY BEEN REMOVED. THE TIME OF DEATH WAS ESTIMATED TO BE
APPROXIMATELY 10 DAYS PRIOR TO DISCOVERY AND CAUSE OF DEATH WAS
ARTILLERY FIRE OR AIR DELIVERED ORDNANCE.
3. THE LOCATION OF THE DODIES WAS IN THE VICINITY OF ONE OF THE
KILL ZONES OF SENSOR STRING 604. SENSORS IN THIS STRING ARE
LOCATED AT XD 82282820, XD 81702740 AND XD 81882750 AND WERE
HAND EMPLACED BY A GROUND SURVEILLANCE TEAM ON 1 JULY 1969. SEN-
SORS OF STRING 604 WERE ACTIVATED BETWEEN 15 JULY AND 5 AUG DE-
TECTING A TOTAL OF 31 PERSONNEL.
4. ALL ROUNDS FIRED INTO THE AREA WERE 175MM. IN ADDITION, BECAUSE
OF SENSOR ACTIVITY AND SIGHTINGS, DELAY BOMBS WERE SEEDED IN THE
GENERAL AREA (UPPER LEFT 8127 AND LOWER RIGHT 8223).
5. FROM THE PROXIMITY OF THE BODIES TO THE SENSOR STRING KILL
ZONE, IT WAS DEDUCED THAT THESE KILLS PROBABLY RESULTED FROM
THE FIRES IN RESPONSE TO SENSOR ACTIVITY OF STRING 604. NO
H&I FIRES HAD BEEN DIRECTED AT THIS AREA DURING THE PERIOD 25
JULY THROUGH 7 AUGUST.
V
UNQUOTE - WARM REGARDS.
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SEC RET / FOR GEt''J Ai3RM1S FROMHLTGEN NICKERSON 
REP,JRT OF DEPCOMUSr'lACV VISIT TO ICTZ 26AUG6S (lJ) 
A. COl1USNACV 32267 DTG 3en 105Z i:tiAY69 

• 

1. FJL SUBlHTTED lAW REF A. GEi\l ROSSON WAS MET AT PHU BAl 
OPf>JS AT 261020HAUG69 BY LIGEN NICKERSOf~, LIGEN ZArs, AND 
['liGEN TRUOi'~G, CG 1ST ARvr~ DIV. HE VISITED DONG DA TRAINING 
CH1TER WHERE HE WAS BRIEFED 'ON PERSONNEL BTREflJGTHS AND AUTH 
TRAINING OBJECTIVES BY THE CU[1f'lAI\lDING OFFICER, LTCOL PHUOC.,.' 
2. FOL THE BRIEFHJG GEI'J ROSSON AND LTCOL PHuoe DISCUSSED THE '\:., 

, " 
" 

,J / 

DEPLOYi~ENT OF TROOPS DURING H0URS Of DARKNESS, ADEQUACY OF \,"f;, , 
Nut-1BERS OF TRENCHES AND BUNKERS FuR EACH NAN IN EVENT OF f10R- ,,{/~)( "',' ,~) 
TAR ATTACK, AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTIOi\j iV1ATERIAL, MtJOU:\JT OF '" ,.",1 J 

["lONEY RECEIVED FOR TRAINEES PER DAY AND ADEQUACY OF "lATER 
SUPPLY. COL PHuoe RESPONDED AS FOLLO¥JS: A:'1lBUSH GROUPS ARE 
SENT OUT AT NIGHT TO INCLUDE PATROLS (USING 3-5 WI< STUDENTS): 
THERE ARE SUFF relENT TRENCHES AND BUI\lKERS BUT ADD IT rONAL 
MATER IALS ARE NEEDED TO CONSTRUCT ['jORE BUNKER S; :47 VN$ PER DAY 
IS RECEIVED FOR TRAINEES RATI:)NS -- HHICH IS ;\JOT CONSIDERED 
ADEQUATE. HE HAS 1\10 wATER PR08LEf'lS. HE NEEDS HELP IN BUYING 
:1ATER IALS TO BUILD AND COVER BUi\lKERS, AND HE HAS A RE:QUIRE­
i'lENT FOR SIX ADD ITIONAL KITCHENS AND BARRACKS. 
3. GEI\I ROSSON ASKED IF THE TRAINING CENTER WAS PROGRAivHTlED TO 
TAKE' 7,000 TRAINEES AT ONE T l:4E~ COL PHuoe SAID THAT HE HAD [,lOT 
RE:CEIVED AUTH FROt'l Vi\! GOVT TO INCREASE TO THAT NUl1BER, BUT THAT 
HE COULD HANDLE AN INCR£:ASE WITH S0l1E ADDITIOi\iAL HELP. CURRENTLY 
WAS AUTH 170 OFF, BUT HAD ONLY 137 ON HAND -- 15 WERE IN'THE 
HOSPlT AL AND 4 OTHERS UNAVAILAi3LE. COL PHUOC SAID HE DOES HAVE 
SOME CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMS IN EFFECT WITH A DOCTOR CHECKING THE 
PEOPLE IN THE HAI'4LET. RECENTLY THEY BUILT A SCHOOL NEAR THE 
TR Ali\!ING CENTER. GEhl R OSSOi>J TOLD COL P HUOC T HAT SAIGON CONSIDERs 
THE TR AI\JI \16 CENTER'S l-IJI S5 IJN VERY H13 HL Y AND TliE FUTURE DEPENDS (/0

1
) 

ON THE SUCCESS OF THE EXPA,'J5ION AND IMPRJVEi~ENT PROGRAM. (j 
r ,,~'. ----... 
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1. FOL SUBMITTED IAW REF A. GEN ROSSON WAS MET AT PHU BAI
OPNS AT 261020H AUG69 BY LIGEN NICKERSON, LIGEN ZAIS, AND
MGEN TRUONG, CG 1ST AR VN DIV. HE VISITED D ONG DA TRAINING
CENTER WHERE HE WAS BRIEFED ON PERSONNEL STRENGTHS AND AUTH
TRAINING OBJECTIVES BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER, LTCOL PHUOC.
2. FOL THE BRIEFING GEN ROSSON AND LTCOL PHUOC DISCUSSED THE
DEPLOYMENT OF TROOPS DURING HOURS OF DARKNESS, ADEQUACY OF
NUMBERS OF TRENCHES AND BUNKERS FOR EACH MAN IN EVENT OF MOR-
TAR ATTACK, AVAILABILITY OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL, AMOUNT OF
MONEY RECEIVED FOR TRAINEES PER DAY AND ADEQUACY OF WATER
SUPPLY. COL PHUOC RESPONDED AS FOLLOWS: AMBUSH GROUPS ARE
SENT OUT AT NIGHT TO INCLUDE PATROLS (USING 3-5 WK STUDENTS):
THERE ARE SUFFICIENT TRENCHES AND BUNKERS BUT ADDITIONAL
MATERIALS ARE NEEDED TO CONSTRUCT MORE BUNKERS; 47 VNS PER DAY
IS RECEIVED FOR TRAINEES RATIONS -- WHICH IS NOT CONSIDERED
ADEQUATE. HE HAS NO WATER PROBLEMS. HE NEEDS HELP IN BUYING
MATERIALS TO BUILD AND COVER BUNKERS, AND HE HAS A REQUIRE-
MENT FOR SIX ADDITIONAL KITCHENS AND BARRACKS.
3. GEN ROSSON ASKED IF THE TRAINING CENTER WAS PROGRAMMED TO
TAKE 7,000 TRAINEES AT ONE TIME. COL PHUOC SAID THAT HE HAD NOT
RECEIVED AUTH FROM VN GOVT TO INCREASE TO THAT NUMBER, BUT THAT
HE COULD HANDLE AN INCREASE WITH SOME ADDITIONAL HELP. CURRENTLY
WAS AUTH 170 OFF, BUT HAD ONLY 137 ON HAND 15 WERE INTHE
HOSPITAL AND 4 OTHERS UNAVAILABLE. COL PHUOC SAID HE DOES HAVE
SOME CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMS IN EFFECT WITH A DOCTOR CHECKING THE
PEOPLE IN THE HAMLET. RECENTLY THEY BUILT A SCHOOL NEAR THE
TRAINING CENTER. GEN ROSSON TOLD COL PHUOC THAT SAIGON CONSIDERS
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THE TRAINING CENTER'S MISSION VERY HIGHLY AND THE FUTURE DEPENDS

(1)ON THE SUCCESS OF THE EXPANSION AND IMPROVEMENT PR OGRAM.
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4. AFTER LU,'~CH AT THE l'1ACV ADVISuRS ,'lESS, GEN ROS5U;\J VISITED 
THE THUA THIEN HI' TRAINL'<JG CENTER WHERE HE WAS .'I1ET BY TH£ CO, 
MAJ BAO. DISCUSSION BET\~EEN SEN ROSSON AND !'1AJ DAO \>JAS SIMILAR 
TO THAT BET\>JEEi'l GEN ROSSON Ai\lj) COL PHUOC EXCEPT THAT !,lAJ BAO 
INDICATED THAT AT pRESENT HE HAD 2,08'1 TRAINEES WHILE THZ 
CE~TER'S CAPACITY WAS.uhlLY 1500. THE CENTER PROVIDES INSTRUC­
TION ON THE ['11-14, ,tj-l AND CARBIi-IE (EACH STUDEi\lT FIRES 400 RDS) 
BUT NO INSTRUCTIOi\l IS GIVEN ON THE l"J-16; TRAL\JEES COIvlE FROM 
BOTH THUA THIE~ A~~D QUANG TR I PROVINCES, AND THE TRAINEE DRMI/S 
A WEAPON UPON REPORTING AND TURNS THE WEAPON IN UPON LEAVING 
THE TR AI:\! ING CENTER. 
5. rI'JAJ BAO A[\iD CAPT BRACKNEY, i'lACV ADVISOR, ESCORTED GEN ROSSO[\! 
A;~D PARTY ON A TOUR OF THE TRAD!ING CENTER. THE i'1AJOR TOPIC OF 
DISCUSSIOI~ DURING THE TOUR WAS THe: 12210 NEW rfJ-16 RIFLES; STILL 
IN CARTONS. UPON COMPLETION OF THE VISIT TO THUA THIEN, 
DEPCOMUSr1ACV A;\jD PARTY DEPARTED FOR CAf''JP EAGLE. 
6. AT CA(·1P EAGLE, G'£N ROSSON RECEIVED A BRIEFING BY tr1GEN 
WRIGHT. II'~CLUDED IN THE BRIEFING, THE RETENTION 01' FSB 
RE~DEZVOUS AS A BASE FOR OPERATIONS IN THE A SHAU VALLEY 
DURING THE FALL-WI~TER CA~PAI3N WAS DISCUSSED. THIS IS 
UNDER STUDY AillD I WILL RECOi'!lillEND COURSE OF ACTlOi~ TO YOU SOOI~. 
7. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED PHU BiH UPER AT IONS AT 261445 H FOR 
SAIGO;--l. 
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4. AFTER LUNCH AT THE MACV ADVISORS MESS, GEN ROSSON VISITED
THE THUA THIEN RF TRAINING CENTER WHERE HE WAS MET BY THE CO,
MAJ BAO. DISCUSSION BETWEEN GEN ROSSON AND MAJ BAO WAS SIMILAR
TO THAT BETWEEN GEN ROSSON AND COL PHUOC EXCEPT THAT MAJ BAO
INDICATED THAT AT PRESENT HE HAD 2,087 TRAINEES WHILE THE
CENTER'S CAPACITY WAS ONLY 1500. THE CENTER PROVIDES INSTRUC-
TION ON THE M-14, M-1 AND CARBINE (EACH STUDENT FIRES 400 RDS)
BUT NO INSTRUCTION IS GIVEN ON THE M-16; TRAINEES COME FROM
BOTH THUA THIEN AND QUANG TRI PROVINCES, AND THE TRAINEE DRAWS
A WEAPON UPON REPORTING AND TURNS THE WEAPON IN UPON LEAVING
THE TRAINING CENTER.
5. MAJ BAO AND CAPT BRACKNEY, MACV ADVISOR, ESCORTED GEN ROSSON
AND PARTY ON A TOUR OF THE TRAINING CENTER. THE MAJOR TOPIC OF
DISCUSSION DURING THE TOUR WAS THE 1200 NEW M-16 RIFLES; STILL
IN CARTONS. UPON COMPLETION OF THE VISIT TO THUA THIEN,
DEPCOMUSMACV AND PARTY DEPARTED FOR CAMP EAGLE.
6. AT CAMP EAGLE, GEN ROSSON RECEIVED A BRIEFING BY MGEN
WRIGHT. INCLUDED IN THE BRIEFING, THE RETENTION OF FSB
RENDEZVOUS AS A BASE FOR OPERATIONS IN THE A SHAU VALLEY
DURING THE FALL-WINTER CAMPAIGN WAS DISCUSSED. THIS IS
UNDER STUDY AND I WILL RECOMMEND COURSE OF ACTION TO YOU SOON.
7. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED PHU BAI OPERATIONS AT 261445H FOR
SAIGON.
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