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3. MACV LETTER MACMA-AL OF 7 AUG 69 , SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR SNIPER

EQUIPMENT (1)
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D. CG III MAF 1710162 AUG 69

1. (U) THE FOLLOWING IS AN AMPLIFICATION OF REFERENCES A THRU D AND
OUTLINES PROPOSED TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT OF SNIPER TEAMS FOR I CORPS

(ARVN) UNITS.
2. (C) CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT. ARVN INITIALLY PLANS TO EMPLOY SNIPER
TEAMS ON THESE TYPES OF OPERATIONS: AMBUSH PATROLS (PLATOON AND SQUAD

SIZED). RECON/SIAY-BEHIN PATROLS, AND COUNTER-SNIPER OPERATIONS.
A. THEY VISUALIZE THAT A 2=5 MAN SNIPER ELEMENT WILL ACCOMPANY AN AM-

BUSH PATROL. WHEN ENEMY ACTIVITY OR MOVEMENT IS OBSERVED, THE SNIPER

TEAM WILL BE USED TO ENGAGE SELECTED INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS ENEMY LEADERS,

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 0010CONFIDENTIAL/FOR GEN ROSSON
RADIO OPERATORS AND CREW-SERVED WEAPONS PERSONNEL, WHILE THE REST OF

THE PATROL PLACES FIRE UPON THE REMAINDER OF THE ENEMY FORCE.
B. UPON WITHDRAWAL OF A PATROL OR. TROOP UNIT FROM AN

OPERATIONAL AREA, A SNIPER TEAM WITH A SMALL SUPPORT/SECURITY
ELEMENT WOULD BE USED AS A STAY-BEHIND FORCE TO ENGAGE ANY
ENEMY FORCE MOVING IN BEHIND THE WITHDRAWING FRIENDLY FORCE.

C. UNITS OR SECURITY OPERATIONS OR FIXED DEFENSIVE POSI-
TIONS WOULD EMPLOY SNIPERS TO SEARCH FOR AND ENGAGE ENEMY
SNIPERS.
3. (C) CONCEPT OF TRAINING.

A. SELECTION OF PERSONNEL. THE PROGRAM WILL BE VOLUNTARY.
FROM THE VOLUNTEERS, THOSE PERSONNEL WITH THE BEST MARKSMANSHIP
RECORDS WILL BE SELECTED FOR FURTHER TRAINING. THE FIRST
MARINE DIVISION HAS THE CAPABILITY AND WILL BE USED TO ASSIST

IN TRAINING THE INITIAL INCREMENT. ADDITIONAL TRAINING IN THE
USE OF THE STARLIGHT SCOPE WILL BE GIVEN TO THOSE TRAINEES NOT

ALREADY PROFICIENT. ARVN HAS THE CAPABILITY TO TRAIN THEIR MEN
IN THE USE OF NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT.

B. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT A MINIMUM OF 4 WEEKS WILL BE RE-
QUIRED TO COMPLETE THE TRAINING PHASE.
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PAGE 3 SHMMAFA 0010 C 1) (i) is. 1 D it T Fax: A L/FOR GEN ROSSON
Co THE FIRST INCREMENT WILL BE EMPLOYED FOR A SUFFICIENT

LENGTH OF TIME (2) MONTHS) TO EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS 05 THE
PROGRAM PRIOR 70 TRAINING ANY ADDETIONAL PERSONNEL
is 300 THE 515% KIMANTRY REGIMENT HAS BEEN SELECTED BY ARVN

THE PILOT UNIT TO BE TRAINED. 20 MEN (5 NEW FROM EACHAS
BATERLIONS WILL BE SELECTED TRAINED AND REXUPMED 70 THEIR RE..

SPECTEVE UNITS. THE MEN MXER THEN BE EMPLOYED EN OPERATIONS IN
GUANG NAM PROVENCE AND RESULTS EVALUATED. OF SUCCESSFUL AND
EFFECTIVE, ADDETIONAL WEAPONS AND SCOPES WELL BE SOUGHT AND THE
PROGRAM EXPANDED. THE SECOND UNST TO RECEIVE TRAINING WILL BE
THE 2ND ARVA REGIMENT (GHT DIVISION AND THESE PERSONNEL EM-
PLOYED IN THEIR NORMAL AREA NEAR THE DKZ. FOLLOW DN INCREMENES
YELL SUBSEQUENTLY TRAINED WETH PREORERY 30 SSI DIVISION UNTIL

Aid RATISLIONS. TO INCLUDE THE THREE RANGER
BATHALEONS, BILL HAVE AN ORGANIC 9 MAN SWIPER ELEMENT.
Sc SGS FOR THE XHXTXAL PHASE. 20 HEAPONS WITH SCOPES WALL BE
RESEARED. IF THE PROGRAM XS EMPLORENTED FOR ARA, ARVE 1; CORPS
NAMES, A TOTAL OF 200 WEAPONS AND SCOPES DRE NECESSARY 136
MARATHONS C 5 WEAPONS PER BATTALION PLUS 20 WEAPONS IN A MARN-
CENANCE FLOATE

PAGE 4 RHMMARA 0010 C 0 it it, 24 D Jel N Text (In) As LIFFOR GEN ROSSON
B. 600 SUMMARY. CORPS MAS HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY THE
SHIPER BROCHURE PREPARED BY MAJOR ROBERT it. MKLCHEY ASSISTANT
SS, 98M IMPANTRY DEVISION. IN ESSENCE THEY ARE GOING TO USE
THIS BROCHURE AS A GUIDE FOR THE SELECTION, TRAINING AND EM-
FLOYMENT OF SHIPERS FOR ARVN y CORPS UNITS.
GPOE
BT
0010
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FROM LIGEN NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

DELIVERY DURING WORKING HOURS

le THE FOL MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
0 3006282 AUG 69

FM FIRST MARDIV COC
TO III MAF COC
INFO FIRST MAW COC
BT
C 0 I D E N I A

RECENT HEAVY ENEMY MOVEMENT AT NIGHT, IN AND OUT OF THE

QUE SON MOUNTAINS THROUGH PLU LOC VALLEY, ESTABLISHED A

PATTERN WHICH APPEARED TO OFFER AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISRUPT ENEMY

RESUPPLY EFFORT ALONG THIS LOC AND TO INFLICT SIGNIFICIANT

CASUALTIES IN THE PROCESS
IT WAS DECIDED TO EMPLOY A NEW TECHNIQUE AGAINST THIS TARGET

CALLED THE "AIR AMBUSH THIS INVOLVED USE OF SENSORS ALONG

PAGE 2 RHMMAFADUS3 C o T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

FOR MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
WITH CONCENTRATED EMPLOYMENT OF MARINE ATTACK AVIATION BACKED

UP BY THE MASSED FIREPOWER OF FIELD ARTILLERY.

THE AIR AMBUSH WAS LAID IN THE MOUTH OF PHU LOC VALLEY ON A

TRAIL AT AT979467, AND WAS CONTROLLED BY A MARINE FORWARD AIR

CONTROLLER, CAPTAIN do E. SOWER, WHO WAS LOCATED ON HILL 425

WITH RECONNAISSANCE TEAM TURF CLUB.

AT 281925H AUG 69, 3 A=6°S CHECKED IN AND WERE PLACED

IN AN ORBIT WELL EAST OF THE TARGET AREA. AN OV=10 ARRIVED

AND WAS ORBITED WELL CLEAR TO THE NORTH. RADIO CHECKS

REVEALED THAT ALL PARTIES (FAC, ASRT, A6°S AND OV=10) WERE UP

AND READY.
PROMPTLY AT 1930, MOVEMENT WAS DETECTED BY SENSORS (ADSIDS)

PREPLACED IN THE VALLEY. UTILIZING THE NIGHT OBSERVATION DEVICE

OVER 60 ENEMY WERE OBSERVED MOVING EAST PN THE TRAIL AND

APPROACHING THE KILLING ZONE CAPT SOWER CALLED THE ASRT GIVING

THEM AN EIGHT DIGIT COORDINATE SLIGHTLY LEADING THE MOVING FORCE.

THE ASRT RAN THE FIRST AS ON THE TARGET UTILIZING THE IPQ 10 RADAR.

TWENTY EIGHT 02°S (500 LB BOMBS) WITH A MIXTURE OF INSTANYANEOUS

AND DAISY CUTTER FUSING WERE DELIVERED.
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PAGE 3 RMMMAFA0093 C 0 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

FOR MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
UPON OBSERVING THE BOMBS STRIKE IN THE AFT END OF THE COLUMN ,

CAPT SOWER CALLED AN ADJUSTMENT TO THE ASRT WHO CORRECTED

THEIR DATA AND RAN THE SECORD AS ON THE TARGET. THIS LOAD WAS

DELIVERED, ANOTHER CORRECTION WAS GIVEN BY THE ASRI, AND

THE FINAL A6 SALVOED HIS LOAD.
AT THIS TIME THE OV=10 PILOTED BY A FAC (A) WAS OVER THE

TARGET. KE MAD UNDER HIS CONTROL TWO For AIRCRAFT EACH LOADED

WITH 7 NAPALM TANKS. THE FAC (A) UTILIZING HIS OWN FLARES

ILLUMINATED THE AREA AND GAVE THE FIRST Ford HIS TARGET.

THE F-4 PILOT SALVOED HIS NAPALM RIGHT ON TARGET Car SIX

ENEMY WERE OBSERVED TO GET UP AND RUN. THE SECOND

Ford DROPPED HIS NA PALM IN THEIR MIDST.

WHEN THE FAC HAD DETERMINED THE INITIAL TARGET HE HAD ALSO

REQUESTED A BACK UP FLIGHT FOR AFTER THE DELIVERY OF

THE LAST NAPALM LOAD A FLIGHT OF A4°S CHECKED IN WITH 1012

(SNAKEYE BOMBS) AND NAPALM. THEY WERE HELD IN ORBIT UNTIL

MOVEMENT WAS SEEN. UTILIZING THE N 0 D WHERE ON THE 4=4°S

WERE DIRECTED ON TARGET BY. THE FACCA) or NO FURTHER MOVEMENT

WAS OBSERVED FROM THE AIR.

PAGE 4 RHMMAFA0093 C o N F E print A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

FOR MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
A TOTAL OF 12 ENEMY WERE OBSERVED FROM THE RECON OP GETTING

UP AND MOVING AFTER THE STRIKES ON THE KILL ZONE. LATER

IN THE NIGHT ADDITIONAL MOVEMENT WAS OBSERVED AS THE ENEMY

APPARENTLY-ATTEMPTED TO POLICE THE AREA 5 THIS WAS ATTACKED

BY ARTILLERY. IN THE MORNING , A RECON PATROL SWEEPT THE AREA

OF THE AMBUSH FINDING DRAG MARKS 782 GEAR, PACKS, AND RICE

STREWN ALL OVER THE AREA BUT NO BODIES, THE ENEMY APPARENTLY

HAVING SUCCEEDED IN REMOVING THE DEAD AND WOUNDED.

TWO LONE NVA WERE FOUND IN A CAVE NEXT TO THE TRAIL 5 ONE WAS

KILLED AND ONE WAS CAPTURED: INTERROGATION OF THE POW IS NOT

COMPLETED.
PROCEDURES INVOLVED IN THIS TECHNIQUE WILL CONTINUE

TO BE REFINED AND FUTURE EMPLOYMENT OF THE AIR AMBUSH

IS PLANNED.
GP-4
BT
GP-4
BT
0093
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SEC RET I FOR SEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
V lSIT OF DEPC(Jt1USMACV TO leTZ ON 29AUG69 

1. GEN ROSSON ARR IVED 29100'H AT THE A & DSt COMPANY 
AT HOI AN AND WAS MET BY THE PROVINCE CHIEF AND PSA • 

l, 

. HE RECEIVED A BRIEF BY THE CQIIPANY COMMANDER WHICH COVERED 
THE ORGANIZATION, FUNCTIONING, EQUIPMENT STATUS, AND 
PERSONNEL STATUS OF THE A & DSl. CO. HE EXPRESSED INTEREST 

I IN THE STATUS OF EQUIPMENT AND ASKED IF THE FIGURES ON TRUCKS 
REPIt IRED REFLEcTED ONLY THOSE REPAIRED IN THE COMPANY 
AREA OR INCLUDED THOSE REPAIRED BY CONTACT TEAM AS WELL. 
HE WAS TOLD THEY WERE ONLY FOR THOSE REPAIRED 1M THE COMPANY 
AREA. HE ASKED IF' ALL SHORTAGES WERE COVERED BY REQUISITION 
AND WAS TOLD THEY ARE. GEN ROSSON WAS ALSO BRIEFED ON 
THE FINANCE SEcTION. HE WAS PART ICULARL Y INTEREsTED IN 
THE RICE ALLOWANCE AND THE PROVINCE CHIEF'S SPECIAL 
ORGANIZATION TO HELP pROCESS PAPERS FOR, RICE RATIONS FOR 
DEPENDENTS. SINcE THE SYSTEM SEEMED TO BE .HELPFUL FOR THE JI /1' J 
pF·S, GIN ROSSOI ASK!» THAT THE PLAN FOR TN! ORGANIZATION {II 
BE SIlT TO HIM. ___ .. 

F 

I 
[' , 

/ / (2,) 
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0 0110512 ZYH

STATE

FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INF 0 CG USARV
ZEM
SEC RET / FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF DEPC OMUSMACV TO IC TZ ON 29AUG69

1. GEN ROSS ON ARRIVED 291005H AT THE A & DSL COMPANY
AT HOI AN AND WAS MET BY THE PROVINCE CHIEF AND PSA.
HE RECEIVED A BRIEF BY THE COMPANY COMMANDER WHICH COVERED
THE ORGANIZATION, FUNCTIONING, EQUIPMENT STATUS, AND
PERSONNEL STATUS OF THE A & DSL CO. HE EXPRESSED INTEREST
IN THE STATUS OF EQUIPMENT AND ASKED IF THE FIGURES ON TRUCKS
REPAIRED REFLECTED ONLY THOSE REPAIRED IN THE COMPANY
AREA OR INCLUDED THOSE REPAIRED BY CONTACT TEAM AS WELL.
HE WAS TOLD THEY WERE ONLY FOR THOSE REPAIRED IN THE COMPANY
AREA. HE ASKED IF ALL SHORTAGES WERE COVERED BY REQUISITION
AND WAS TOLD THEY ARE. GEN ROSSON WAS ALSO BRIEFED ON
THE FINANCE SECTION. HE WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN
THE RICE ALLOWANCE AND THE PROVINCE CHIEF'S SPECIAL
ORGANIZATION TO HELP PROCESS PAPERS FOR RICE RATIONS FOR
DEPENDENTS. SINCE THE SYSTEM SEEMED TO BE HELPFUL FOR THE

11(1)PF'S, GEN ROSSON ASKED THAT THE PLAN FOR THE ORGANIZATION
BE SENT TO HIM.

//(2)
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2. AFt!:R THE- BRIttI.-a, GEN ROSSOft ASKED SEVERAL QUEStIONS. 
HE VANT!I) TO KNOW HOWe. EFtlll THE COfltflAIIDllle/or'lCtR 0' THE 
ALC IN DAHAN G INSPECTS TH£ C C»1PANY. HE WA S tOLD THE INSPECT ION 
TEAM CCflES ALMOST EVERY MONtH. HE ASKED IF' THERI!: IS A DS 
CQltPANY F'RCX'l ALC TO ASSIST WITH HIGHER ECHELONS OF' REPAIR 
AND WAS TOLD THAT THERE IS A REPAIR TEAM ATTACHED TO THE 

, . A " DSL CCMPANY FR," THE ALC. BEN ROSSON ASKED FOR OPINIONS 
ON A REORGANIZATION WHICH WOULD REMOVE THE ADMINISTRATION 
AND FINANCE SECTIONS FROM THE A & DSf. COMPANY AND PLACE 
THEP.I DIREC n. Y ONDER THE DISTRICT CHIEF, sur WOULD LEAVE THE 
DSL COMPANY UNDER THE ALC. BOTH THE FINANCE OFFICER AND THE 
SUPPLY OFFICER WERE IN FAVOR THE THE CHANG!:. G!N ROSSON ASKED 
IF MOVING THE MEDICA~ SUPPORT FROM THE ALC TO A MEDICAL GROUP 
HAD MADE ANY DIFFERENCE IN SUPPLY SUPPORT AND WAS TOLD THAT IT 
HAD NOT. HE ASKED ABOUT CRITICAL SHORTAGES OF SPECIALISTS· AND 
WAS TOLD THAT. TJ:fE C (lWIPANY NEEDS 20 MORE ARMORERS AND Ei GENERAL 
PURPOSE MECHANICS TRAINED ON THE NEW VEHICLES. HOWl!:VER, THE 
Ca-!PANY COMPJANDER SAID THAT HE COULDN'T ASK FOR THESE PEOPLE 
BEe AUSE THEY ARE ABOVE THE TOE AUTHOR IZAT ION. GEN ROSSON 
cOMMENTED THAT THE COMPANY SHOULD ASK FOR THEM ANYWAY SINCE 
THE JGS IS CONDUCTING A STUDY ON TH~ NEEDS OF THE A & DSL 
COMpANY. THE CIl'JPANY C()lMANDER ADDED THAT THE COMPANY NEEDS 
WRECKERS, FORK LIFTS, AND THE MANUALS FOR THE NEW VEHICLES. 
3. UpON HIS DEPARTURE FR(JfI THE COMPANY AT 2912'''H, GEN 
ROSSON 1 OJ.. D THE C Cl'tPANY STAFF AND THE ADV ISORS THAT THIS WA S 
ONE OF THE THREE BEST A & DSL Ca-JPANIES HE HAS SEEN IN ALL 
VIETNAM. 
~. GEH ROSSON THEN VISITEDNSA YOR LUNCH AND A BRIEFING. 
HE COMMENTED THAT THE BRIEFING WAS VERY PROFESSIONAL AND 
VERY IIFORPlATlVE. /I~.) 
,. lEI ROSSOI DEPARTED AT 29141S. . {oO ---., .... 

//(z) 
DECLASSIFIED 

2. AFTER THE BRIEFING, GEN ROSSON ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS.
HE WANTED TO KNOW HOW OFTEN THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE
ALC IN DANANG INSPECTS THE COMPANY. HE WAS TOLD THE INSPECTION
TEAM COMES ALMOST EVERY MONTH. HE ASKED IF THERE IS A DS
COMPANY FROM ALC TO ASSIST WITH HIGHER ECHELONS OF REPAIR
AND WAS TOLD THAT THERE IS A REPAIR TEAM ATTACHED TO THE
A & DSL COMPANY FROM THE ALC. GEN ROSSON ASKED FOR OPINIONS
ON A REORGANIZATION WHICH WOULD REMOVE THE ADMINISTRATION
AND FINANCE SECTIONS FROM THE A & DSL COMPANY AND PLACE
THEM DIREC TLY UNDER THE DISTRICT CHIEF, BUT WOULD LEAVE THE
DSL COMPANY UNDER THE ALC. BOTH THE FINANCE OFFICER AND THE
SUPPLY OFFICER WERE IN FAVOR THE THE CHANGE. GEN ROSSON ASKED
IF MOVING THE MEDICAL SUPPORT FROM THE ALC TO A MEDICAL GROUP
HAD MADE ANY DIFFERENCE IN SUPPLY SUPPORT AND WAS TOLD THAT IT
HAD NOT. HE ASKED ABOUT CRITICAL SHORTAGES OF SPECIALISTS AND
WAS TOLD THAT THE COMPANY NEEDS 20 MORE ARMORERS AND 6 GENERAL
PURPOSE MECHANICS TRAINED ON THE NEW VEHICLES. HOWEVER, THE
COMPANY COMMANDER SAID THAT HE COULDN'T ASK FOR THESE PEOPLE
BECAUSE THEY ARE ABOVE THE TOE AUTHORIZATI ION. GEN ROSSON
COMMENTED THAT THE COMPANY SHOULD ASK FOR THEM ANYWAY SINCE
THE JGS IS CONDUCTING A STUDY ON THE NEEDS OF THE A & DSL
COMPANY. THE COMPANY COMMANDER ADDED THAT THE COMPANY NEEDS
WRECKERS, FORK LIFTS, AND THE MANUALS FOR THE NEW VEHICLES.
3. UPON HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE COMPANY AT 291205H, GEN
ROSSON TOLD THE COMPANY STAFF AND THE ADVISORS THAT THIS WAS
ONE OF THE THREE BEST A & DSL COMPANIES HE HAS SEEN IN ALL
VIETNAM.
4. GEN ROSSON THEN VISITED NSA FOR LUNCH AND A BRIEFING.
HE COMMENTED THAT THE BRIEFING WAS VERY PROFESSIONAL AND

11/2)
VERY INFORMATIVE.
5. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED AT 291408.
-4

11(2)
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PAGE 2 RHMMAFA0324 SEC RET 
en) AFTER A SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT p CNO 

COMMENTED THAT THE BRIEF REFLECTED THE GENERAL CONCENSUS 
OF OPINION IS WASHINGTONo HE STATED THAT THE ENEMY STILL 
HAS POTENT CAPABILITY AND WE WATCH THE DMZ CAREfULLYo 

(2) AfTER CORDS BRIEFING ON THE 1969 PACIFICATION 
CAMPAIGN~ HE ASKED. ~WHAr IS THE NATURE. OF THE VCI~ DO YOU 
FIND MORE YOUNG PEOPLE tHAN OLD?" ANSWERs YES MORE YOUNG THAN 
OLO o HE ~JAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE REFl,JGE{ PROBLEM? AND tHE DlnQICUliY 
OF RESETTLEMENlo HE COMMENTED ON THE FACT THAT THE HEAVIEST 
NUA/VC ACTIVITY STILL SEEMED TO BE TARGETED AROUND tHE MAJOR 
CITIES0 CND SAID IT APPEARED STRANGE THAT THIS IS TRUE 
AFTER WE HAD BEEN FIGHTING SO LONGo MHo fRIIZ (ASSTDEPCORDS) 
POINTED our THAT THE ENEMY WAS ACTIVELY SEEKING CONTROL IN 
POPULATED AREAS~ ALTHOUGH SECURITY ~OR HUE AND DANANG PRESENTLY 
15 CONSIDERED ADEQUATE~ QUANG NAI CITV IS REPORTED LESS SECUREo 
GEN NIC}<ERSON MADE AMPLIfYING RD1ARKS' ABOUT DANANG AREA 
PROBLEMS I HAT RESULTED FROM OVER Ef'1PHASIS ON SAIGONo HE 
STATED TH(.\T DANANG HAD THE TROUBLES OF A REGULAR ~1EGALO?LIS 
WITH ALL ITS PEOPLE g AND THIS WAS NOT FULLY APPRECIATED 
BY THE RVN GOVERNMENT IN SAIGONo 

111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68) COPY~OF ~COPIES 
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PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA0324 2470206=SSSS--RUHHFMA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 0302062 SEP 69
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
BT
SECRET
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF THE CHIEF 0 NAVAL OPERATIONS
A. CG FMFPAC 290303Z AUG 69
to IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS
SUBMITTED CONCERNING CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS VISIT TO
III MAF 30-31 AUGUST 1969.
2. CNO WAS ACCOMPANIED THROUGHOUT HIS ICTZ VISIT BY CG
III MAF AND COMNAVFORV. THE VISIT IS DIVIDED INTO THREE
CATEGORIES: (A) VISIT TO III MAF (3) VISIT TO I CORPS
(C) VISIT NCB AND NSA.

Ao VISIT TO III MAF CONSISTED OF A BRIEF FLYOVER OF
THE DANANG AREA, LUNCH WITH CG III MAF AND A FORMAL STAFF
BRIEFING FOLLOWED BY DISCUSSIONS. THE FOLLOWING IS A
SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS DURING CNO BRIEFING AT
III MAF HQ:

PAGE 2 RHMMAFA0324 S E C R E I
(1) AFTER A SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT, CNO

COMMENTED THAT THE BRIEF REFLECTED THE GENERAL CONCENSUS
OF OPINION IS WASHINGTON. HE STATED THAT THE ENEMY STILL
HAS POTENT CAPABILITY AND WE WATCH THE DMZ CAREFULLY.

(2) AFTER CORDS BRIEFING ON THE 1969 PACIFICATION
CAMPAIGN, HE ASKED: "WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE VCI; DO YOU
FIND MORE YOUNG PEOPLE THAN OLD?" ANSWER: YES MORE YOUNG THAN
OLD. HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE REFUGEE PROBLEM, AND THE DIFFICULTY
OF RESETTLEMENT. HE COMMENTED ON THE FACT THAT THE HEAVIEST
NVA/VC ACTIVITY STILL SEEMED TO BE TARGETED AROUND THE MAJOR
CITIES. CNO SAID IT APPEARED STRANGE THAT THIS IS TRUE
AFTER WE HAD BEEN FIGHTING S0 LONG. MR. FRITZ (ASSIDEPCORDS)
POINTED OUT THAT THE ENEMY WAS ACTIVELY SEEKING CONTROL IN
POPULATED AREAS. ALTHOUGH SECURITY FOR HUE AND DANANG PRESENTLY
IS CONSIDERED ADEQUATE, QUANG NAI CITY IS REPORTED LESS SECURE.
GEN NICKERSON MADE AMPLIFYING REMARKS ABOUT DANANG AREA
PROBLEMS THAT RESULTED FROM OVER EMPHASIS ON SAIGON. HE

STATED THAT DANANG HAD THE TROUBLES OF A REGULAR MEGALOPLIS
WITH ALL ITS PEOPLE, AND THIS WAS NOI FULLY APPRECIATED
BY THE RVN GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON.
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PAGE 3 RHMMAFA0324 SEC REI· 
(3) AFTER 6-3 BRIEFING ON THE FRl2NDLY SITUATION AND 

IHE PRESENT CONCE~r OF CURRENT OPERATIONS IN ICTZ~ eNO ASKEDI 
"rSN~T IT FAIR 1'0 SAY nus IS wHAT !;JEe>VE BEEN DOU~G ALL THE 
TIME?~/GEN NICKERSON ANSWERED THAT THE KtY. DIFFERENCE IN 
THE PRESENT APPROACH WAS THE COMPLETEINTEGRAIION OF UoS, 
ARVN AND ROKMC FORCES IN THE OVERALL PLAN. 

(4) AFTER DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, PLANS BRIEf ON ARVN 
EFFECTIVENESS~ IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION. eNO REMARKEDI 
nIT IS A VERY ENCOURAGING PIctURE HERE9 aUT IN THE UaSo THEY 
GMJ0T REM,LY DECIDE \~HEr.HER THERE IS A LULL OR NOT II I DON°T 
~\NO~} H01:J ~JE CAN (\iIUN'frUN PRESENT FORCES IF' nm DJEflW AVOIDS 
CO~j'HtClo THE Ft10BLE!\:' IS THE ?AT!Ei~CE OF THE AMERICAN PUBLXCe 
T HEV t1ANT TO BRHiG l' HE 30YS HOME I) WE HOPE TO cotJTROL 'tHE 
SITUATION SO AS TO NOT SNATCH DEFEAT FROM THE VARY JAWS OF 
,HeIOR'l1> Hm~ LO~JG CAN THESE PEOPLE KEEP IT UP't~ CG In MAF 
EXPU~lHED THE PHOENIX PROGRt\['i AND ELIMIN1~TION OF THE VCl AS 
A plAIN EFp'ORT HI SOLVING THIS PROBLEN" CG ADD!!.O THAT HE: l,.JAS 
ALSO OFtEN PUZZLED BY THE APPROACH OF SOME VILLAGE ELDERS WHO 
ARE TOLERANT or THE VCI WHEN THEIR VERY LIVES ARE AT STAKEa 

(5) AFTER BRIEF BY CG FIRST MAW ON AIR OPERATIONS, CNO 

PAGE 4 RhMMAFA0324 SEC R E r 
~SKED 1HE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: HOW MANY AIR FORCE SUPPORT 
MISSIONS INVOLVING DRONES HAD THE FIRST MAW CONDUCTED2 
ANSWER! ABODi 15 e WHAT WAS IHE fAVORITE TYPE OF A!R ORDa 
HANCE? kNSWERa BUCKEYE. HE SEEMED SURPRISED THAT IS WAS 
MORE POrULAR THAN CBUQ 

Bo CNO tHEN VISITED GEN LAM At HIS HEADQUARIERS& NO 
PERTINENT ISSUES WERE DISCUSSEDo 

Co AT NeB D DISCUSSIONS WERE CONDUCTED ON THE FOLLOWING 
POINISG FORCE DEPLOYMENT 9 ~ORKLOADy PHASEDOW~ PLANNING g 

VNN BASE CONS!RUCTIO~I MA1ERIAL p LOC AND EQUIPMENIG 
(I) COMMAND AREAS OF INTEREST. 

CAl INtEGRAtION OF 103 p DEACIIVAT~OND REDEPLOYa 
MENI AND WORKLOAD PLANNING. eND COMMENTI SATISFIED. 

(8) INADEQUATE NUMBERS TO FULLY STAFf 14 NMC8 mSo 
eND COMMENlc STRESSED DO NOT DECOMMISSION BELOW 14 NMCa 
LEV~:L", ~jAI NHiJ, N Hi C(}P1MISS 10 NED STATUS EVr~N· f.'!T GRElUL Y 
REDUCED MANNING. EASIER 10 FLESH OUI WITH DPPOS THAN TO 
F{ECOMNISSI0i\!" 

CC) VNN BASE CONSTRUCTXON m eND COMMENis UNDERn 
S100D USE OF VERTICAL CAPABILITY FOR VNN BASES WHICH COMa 

,-j'. ;2 .... 3 .. r l· ~\ \ __ . 1 i" • • ... ' t~ ."",:. 
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(3) AFTER G-3 BRIEFING ON THE FRIENDLY SITUATION AND

THE PRESENT CONCEFT OF CURRENT OPERATIONS IN ICTZ, CNO ASKED:
"ISN'I IT FAIR TO SAY THIS IS WHAT WE'VE BEEN DOING ALL THE
TIME?" GEN NICKERSON ANSWERED THAT THE KEY DIFFERENCE IN
THE PRESENT APPROACH WAS THE COMPLETE INTEGRATION OF U.S.
ARVN AND ROKMC FORCES IN THE OVERALL PLAN.

(4) AFTER DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, PLANS BRIEF ON ARVN
EFFECTIVENESS IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION, CNO REMARKED;
"IT IS A VERY ENCOURAGING PICTURE HERE, 3UT IN THE U.S. THEY
CAN'T REALLY DECIDE WHETHER THERE IS A LULL OR NOT. I DON I
KNOW HOW WE CAN MAINTAIN PRESENT FORCES IF THE ENEMY AVOIDS
CONTACT. THE PROBLEM IS THE PATIENCE OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC.
THEY WANT TO BRING THE BOYS HOME. WE HOPE TO CONTROL THE
SITUATION S0 AS TO NOT SNATCH DEFEAT FROM THE VARY JAWS OF
VICTORY. HOW LONG CAN THESE PEOPLE KEEP II UP?" CG III MAF
EXPLAINED THE PHOENIX PROGRAM AND ELIMINATION OF THE VCI AS
A MAIN EFFORT IN SOLVING THIS PROBLEM. CG ADDED THAT HE WAS
ALSO OFTEN PUZZLED BY THE APPROACH OF SOME VILLAGE ELDERS WHO
ARE TOLERANT OF THE VCI WHEN THEIR VERY LIVES ARE AT STAKE.

(5) AFTER BRIEF BY CG FIRST MAW ON AIR OPERATIONS, CNO

PAGE 4 RHMMAFA0324 SSECRET
ASKED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: HOW MANY AIR FORCE SUPPORT
MISSIONS INVOLVING DRONES HAD THE FIRST MAW CONDUCTED?
ANSWER: ABOUT 15. WHAT WAS THE FAVORITE TYPE OF AIR ORD-
NANCE? ANSWER : ROCKEYE. KE SEEMED SURPRISED THAT IS WAS
MORE POPULAR THAN CBU.

B. CNO THEN VISITED GEN LAM AT HIS HEADQUARTERS. NO
PERTINENT ISSUES WERE DISCUSSED.

C. AT NCB, DISCUSSIONS WERE CONDUCTED ON THE FOLLOWING
POINTS: FORCE DEPLOYMENT, WORKLOAD, PHASEDOWN PLANNING,
VNN BASE CONSTRUCTION, MATERIAL, LOC AND EQUIPMENT.

(1) COMMAND AREAS OF INTEREST:
(A) INTEGRATION OF 703, DEACTIVATION, REDEPLOY-

MENT AND WORKLOAD PLANNING. CNO COMMENT: SATISFIED.
(B) INADEQUATE NUMBERS TO FULLY STAFF 14 NMCB S S.

CNO COMMENT: STRESSED DO NOT DECOMMISSION BELOW 14 NMCB
LEVEL. NAINTAIN IN COMMISSIONED STATUS EVEN AT GREATLY
REDUCED MANNING. EASIER TO FLESH OUT WITH DPPOS THAN TO
RECOMMISSION.

(C) VNN BASE CONSTRUCTION. CNO COMMENT: UNDER
STOOD USE OF VERTICAL CAPABILITY FOR VNN BASES WHICH COM

32
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PAGE 5 RHMMAFA0324 SEC RET 
PLH1El\lTS DEMAND FOR HORIZONTAL CAPA311..ITY ON LOC IN lelZa 
~NDERSTObD VNN B~SE WORK WILL B~ ACcoMPLISHED at SEABEE 
DETAILS STAGED WITH EQUIPMENT~ MEN AND MATERIAL OUT OF IelZo 

~D) MATERIALe eND COMMEN1~ APPRECl~IES NATURE 
AND CAUSE OF HIGH STOCK LEVEL PROBLEM AND MANAGEMENT ACIION 
TO CONTROL !T~ RETROGRADE Of USE ELSEWHERE ALL POSSSI8LE 
ITEMSo SHIP TO REINDEER STATIONo 

eEl EQUIPMENT o eNO COMMENTs UNDERstOOD !N~COUNtRY 
NMCB REQU!REI\1ENlS HAVE fIRS! CALL ON. ORGANIC ALLOttJAr~CE fOR 
PHASED OUT NMCBS o CBPAC s CBLAN! AND NAVFAC WOULD INDICAtE 
DISTRIBUTION OF REMAINDER~ . 

. (2) GND HAD DINNER AT NSAg FOLLOWING THE DINNER, A 
BRIEFING WAS HELD WITH NO SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS CONDUCTEDo 
30 eNO REMAI NED OVER NIGH! AT. 11 I MAr ·HGl 30 AU GUST R9 ~(. AND 
DEPARTED ~OR YANKEE STATION AT 0845 H ON 31 AUGUST lSl6Q'o 

GP~4 
BT 
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PAGE 5 RHMMAFA0324 SECRET
PLIMENTS DEMAND FOR HORIZONTAL CAPABILITY ON LOC IN ICTZ.
UNDERSTOOD VNN BASE WORK WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY SEABEE
DETAILS STAGED WITH EQUIPMENT : MEN AND MATERIAL OUT OF ICIZ.

(D) MATERIAL. CNO COMMENT: APPRECIATES NATURE
AND CAUSE OF HIGH STOCK LEVEL PROBLEM AND MANAGEMENT ACTION
TO CONTROL II. RETROGRADE OF USE ELSEWHERE ALL POSSSIBLE
ITEMS. SHIP TO REINDEER STATION.

(E) EQUIPMENT. CNO COMMENT: UNDERSTOOD IN - COUNTRY
NMCB REQUIREMENTS HAVE FIRST CALL ON ORGANIC ALLOWANCE FOR
PHASED OUT NMCBS. CBPAC, CBLANT AND NAVFAC WOULD INDICATE
DISTRIBUTION OF REMAINDER.

(2) CNO HAD DINNER AT NSA: FOLLOWING THE DINNER, A
BRIEFING WAS HELD WITH NO SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS CONDUCTED.
30 CNO REMAINED OVER NIGHT AT III MAF HQ 30 AUGUST 196 AND
DEPARTED FOR YANKEE STATION AT 0845H ON 31 AUGUST 1960.
GP-4
BT
0324
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SEC .R· E T FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO VADl'J BRINGLE 
Jl'M LTGEN ffICKERSQ[f .. 
SUBJECT. CRUISER IIGJ1'S AVAILABILITY· . 
1. THE DEPARTURE OF THE USS ST. PAUL (CA73) FROM THE GUN LIME 011 16 
SEP ENROUTE TO HER HOPIEPORT CF SAN UIEGO WILL LEAVE ONL Y ONE. CRUISER 
ASSIGNED TO THE SEV£NTHFlEET. THIS MEANS THERE WILL BE EXTENDED PERIODS 
VHEff R 0 CRUISERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR NGrS IN THE DMZ AREA. THIS, COUPLED 
WITH THE CONTINUED DRAWDOWI OF NSFS AND THE PLANS NOT TO RETURN THE USS 
NEW JERSEY, CAUSES C(wCERN. 
2. THE flANY ADVANTAGES OF NGF. PARTICULARLY IN THE AR!A OF THE DMZ, 
NEED lOT BE RESTATEn.· IMPENDIIG FURTHER R£DEPLOVMENTS FROM rnCIZ PlAKE 
THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE MOBILE FIREPOWER OF HEAVY JOGI'" SHIPS MORE 

:CRITICAl THAN EVER. THE FACt THAT NsFS CAN BE PROVIDED WITHOUT ANY 
: INCREASE IN IN-COUITRY sPACES AND WITHOUT ANY REQUIREMENT FOR IN-
COUNTRY SA SEs PlAKES IT PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS AT THIS T 11'1£. 

13. THE ASSIGNMENT OF A MGF CRUISER TO ICTZ ON A CONTINUOUS 
! BAsIS IS catSlOERED A NECESSITY. 
i 4. 1 REcCMMEND REITERATION OF OUR DESIRES 'OR, FIRST, THE NEW JERSEY 
:ANt). SEcatt)lY, A CRUISER ONA CONTINUOUS BASIS • 
. Gp-<4 
240 

:IQ 
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!~ 
~ 
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P 0303312
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INF 0 COM SEVENTHFLEET
ZEM
SECRET FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO VADM BRINGLE
FM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJECT: CRUISER NGFS AVAILABILITY
1. THE DEPARTURE OF THE USS ST. PAUL (CA73) FROM THE GUN LINE ON 16
SEP ENROUTE TO HER HOMEPORT OF SAN DIEGO WILL LEAVE ONLY ONE CRUISER
ASSIGNED TO THE SEVENTHFLEET. THIS MEANS THERE WILL BE EXTENDED PERIODS
WHEN NO CRUISERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR NGFS IN THE DMZ AREA. THIS, COUPLED
WITH THE CONTINUED DRAWDOWN OF NGFS AND THE PLANS NOT TO RETURN THE USS
NEW JERSEY, CAUSES CONCERN.
2. THE MANY ADVANTAGES OF NGF, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF THE DMZ,
NEED NOT BE RESTATED. IMPENDING FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS FROM NICIZ MAKE
THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE MOBILE FIREPOWER OF HEAVY NGF SHIPS MORE
CRITICAL THAN EVER. THE FACT THAT NGFS CAN BE PROVIDED WITHOUT ANY
INCREASE IN IN-COUNTRY SPACES AND WITHOUT ANY REQUIREMENT FOR IN-
COUNTRY BA SES MAKES IT PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS AT THIS TIME.
3. THE ASSIGNMENT OF A NGF CRUISER TO ICTZ ON A CONTINUOUS
BASIS IS CONSIDERED A NECESSITY.
4. I REC OMMEND REITERATION OF OUR DESIRES FOR, FIRST, THE NEW JERSEY
AND, SEC ON DLY, A CRUISER ON A CONTINUOUS BASIS.
GP-4
24g
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S l C R [ T/'OR LTGEN MILDREI FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
A. YR o 1 8338Z SEP69 
SA HUYHN PORT CLOSIN G 
1. REF MSa stAtES THAT "IT IS DESIJt!D. THAT THE PORT 0' 
SA HUYHI B[ CLOSED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND IN CONSONANCE 
WITH DESIRES AND CAPABILItIES PREV IOUSL Y STATED'. IT IS 
INTENDED THAT THE tOGISt Ie SUPPORT FOR Due PHO BE PfHN IDED 
'R()1 THE DAMAtS SUPPORT C ll'IfIlAND BY LAND laC. 
2. IN RECENT MONTHS THE "VAY HAS BEEN TRYING TO CLOSE THE 
pORT orr SA HUYHN AND I HAVE STEADJiA srJ.. Y OPPOSED THIS. THEIR 
MOsT REcENT ATTEMPT WAS ASOUT A MONTH AGO WHEN THEY SUGGESTED 
TO GEN HEISER THAT HE MIGHT AGREE TO CLOSING THE PORT. JOE 
DID NOT AGREE AND THE SUBJECT HAS REMAINED DORMANT SINCE. 
DURING THAT EXCHANGE I sf A YEO SILENT AND ON THE SIDELIffES 
BUT WAS PREPARED TO STEP IN IF tHE SITUA! ION DICTATED. 
3. I BEL liVE tHAT A DEC ISI<II ON· THE CLOSING OF tHE PORT OF 
SA HUyHrf WOUL.D PROPERLY BE MINE, IN AS'MUCH AS IT INVClVES 
NAVY C (PfM,* SERV ICE SUPPORT F OR I CORPS. 1 BELIEVE THAT, 
THE OPERATIONAL REQUIR~ENTS STIll DICTATE THE UTILIZATION 
Oli' THIS PORT, AND I AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE SECURITY DEMANDS 

,ON THE AMERICAL DIVISION to KEEP THE LAND LOC OPE .. FROM 
cMU LAl TODUC pHO. . 
4.'1 WOULD REQUEST RECOIfSIDERAtlON OF YOUR MESSAGE AND 

!WOULD REC()(fJMEIfD ITS CAICEllAT ION_ IF YOU DEEM IT DESIRABLE 
iTO PURSUE tHE ISSUE FURTHER. I WOULD REQUEST THAT THE 
~QUERY BE DIREcTED TO ME IN ORDER TO ELIMI.A!E DIFFICULTIES 
;WITH SUBORDINATES IN tHE OPERATIONAL CHAI"~ 
: ,_ pLEA SE BE ASSURED THAT MY SOl.E PURPOSE IS THE 
iMAINTENAICE ar MAXIMUM OPERATIONAL CAPABILITIES AND ,THE 
:ASSURANCE tHAT WE CAN OPERATE UIDER ANY AND ALL. CONDITIONS. 
iI BELIEVE THAT IT IS NECESSARY THAT TN[ PORT 0)1' SA HUYHN REMAIN 
OPEN. AT LEAsT )l'OR !HE )l'ORESEEABLE FUTURE. FURTHER 
:,REDEpl.OYJ'lJENTS MAY DICTATE THAT THE PORT .8E ClO5ED REGARDLESS 
;01 CPERATIOfAL. REQUIRlMEPlTS. BUT I DOHtT BELIEVE W[·VE 
:REACHED THAT POINT AS YET. 
iWARMEst REGARDS 
!gSO NOTE. PRECEDEICE fOR TRANSMISSION OIL Y 
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FM CG 111 MAF
TO CG USARV
ZEM
S E C R E T/F OR LTGEN MILDREN FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
A. YR 0103382 SEP69
SA HUYHN PORT CLOSING
1. REF MSG STATES THAT IT IS DESIRED THAT THE PORT OF
SA HUYHN BE CLOSED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND IN CONSONANCE
WITH DESIRES AND CAPABILITIES PREVIOUSLY STATED. IT IS the SEEINTENDED THAT THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR DUC PHO BE PROVIDED
FROM THE DANANG SUPPORT COMMAND BY LAND LOC.
2. IN RECENT MONTHS THE NVAY HAS BEEN TRYING TO CLOSE THE
PORT OF SA HUYHN AND I HAVE STEADFASTLY OPPOSED THIS. THEIR
MOST RECENT ATTEMPT WAS ABOUT A MONTH AGO WHEN THEY SUGGESTED
TO GEN HEISER THAT HE MIGHT AGREE TO CLOSING THE PORT. JOE
DID NOT AGREE AND THE SUBJECT HAS REMAINED DORMANT SINCE.
DURING THAT EXCHANGE I STAYED SILENT AND ON THE SIDELINES
BUT WAS PREPARED TO STEP IN IF THE SITUATION DICTATED.
3. I BELIEVE THAT A DECISION ON THE CLOSING OF THE PORT OF
SA HUYHN WOULD PROPERLY BE MINE, IN AS MUCH AS IT INVOLVES
NAVY COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT FOR I CORPS. I BELIEVE THAT
THE OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS STILL DICTATE THE UTILIZATION
OF THIS PORT, AND I AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE SECURITY DEMANDS
ON THE AMERICAL DIVISION TO KEEP THE LAND LOC OPEN FROM
CHU LAI TO DUC PHO.
4. I WOULD REQUEST RECONSIDERATION OF YOUR MESSAGE AND
WOULD RECOMMEND ITS CANCELLATION. IF YOU DEEM IT DESIRABLE
TO PURSUE THE ISSUE FURTHER, I WOULD REQUEST THAT THE
QUERY BE DIRECTED TO ME IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE DIFFICULTIES
WITH SUBORDINATES IN THE OPERATIONAL CHAIN.
5. PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT MY SOLE PURPOSE IS THE

MAINTENANCE OF MAXIMUM OPERATIONAL CAPABILITIES AND THE
ASSURANCE THAT WE CAN OPERATE UNDER ANY AND ALL CONDITIONS.
I BELIEVE THAT IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE PORT OF SA HUYHN REMAIN
OPEN, AT LEAST FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. FURTHER
REDEPLOYMENTS MAY DICTATE THAT THE PORT BE CLOSED REGARDLESS
OF OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS, BUT I DON'T BELIEVE WE'VE
REACHED THAT POINT AS YET.
WARMEST REGARDS

14(1)
SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
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14(1)
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
. -: HEADQUARTERS ,_,0' .. 

~~,,;' :aMA~I~ AMPHIBIOUS FOec~ ---

CONF I DENT I AL IUIAF FORr.1 ~le(REtJ3-_) 
OPER,n-ION COOf FROM l'i, X- ORIGINATOR 

C. III fIlA' a., 69 
.1.- ACT ION ICoeNIZANCf: 
C--COMMENT IR£COMMENOATION SEAIAL./C~ OIIlTE 1,2,3 t /-1 NF'ORhIATION o I1a.,a9% ... COPIES RECCl S - SIGNATURE copy. OF 

SECTION CODE 
OATE 

IN~TIAL 
19UBJ!CT 

RCUTE 
IN OUT CO ... , DINT tAL ff 

~ CG Z- [~~ N, --"' -" L. 11 ~ 
."r.~ '-7 ... ~ 

"" DCG r I :<i~ 
\ DCG AIR ( ~ ~ HAl 111M aD« 7 CIS :::I.- I \J 

yy D CIS £ Vs ~~ 

~ .' ~ 

-, 

/ SIS Z ~/3 ( r;{t/*1 ft,.. '. '" ',., , 
..,......<3-1 'r 1 ~ . 

~ -C G 2 ~ II A ,.. -::;:;,~~ -- G-3 -- 7 "" G-4 
G-5 
G-6 
ADJ 

.. ---
CAP ---

t----
CORDS 

EMBITRAN~ -
ENGR 

Has CO .. - - --_. __ .-
INSP 

MTO 

OP ANAL --
ORO 

PSY OPS 

SUPPLY 

sac 

-'- ~ CON IDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
OF MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL HIMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)
DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
03 SEP 69X- ORIGINATOR

CG 111 MAPA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL#/CONTROL DATEC--COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 1,2,3,:- I NFORMATION 0309292 COPIES RECOOFCOPY#S-SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE

CONFIDENTIAL

Jackbook

OUTIN

5545
K

N
3 7REMARKSC G

B4
IDCG

DCG AIR
HAS BEEN SENT

I2 C/S

t/s 441A D C/S

9/3
revers

IS/S

G-1

HasI
comy

G-2

G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ
CAP

CORDS
EMB/TRANS

ENGR
HãS CO

INSP

MTO
OP ANAL

ORD
PSY OPS
SUPPLY
SBC

15

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



r 

DECLASSIFIED 

• - • • 
.::;. ., ... ,-, 

~~1'~ ~ __ ~ 

u .ii~Z'Z %YH 
'M CG III lA' CONFIDENTIAL 

\-~ . i;i 
''''''''1 

I 

TO sSO XX IV CORPS 
ZEM r 

cONFIDEtftfAL 
LTGEN IUCKERSCII SENDS rOR LTGEN ZAIS 
1. <C) AS YOU MAY KIOW, 1 RECEIVE A DETAILED BRIEFING EACH ~ORNING 
ON THE DEEP RECMNAISSAftCE ACTIVITIES OF U.S. FORCES II ICIZ. I 
HAVE NOTICED RECENtlY THAT THE N(I\1BER OF LOIIG RANGE RECONNAISSANCE 
pATRCLS MAlltTA INED IN THE FIELD BY THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVlSIOI 
HAS BEEN MINIMAL. I BELIEVE THAT YOU W1LL AGREE THAT ACTIVE AND 
EXTENSIVE DEEP NEC atNAlSSANCE IS A VITAL DIMENSION OF OUR EFFORT 
HERE, [SPEC IALLY WITH THE PROSPECTS OF· A nIMINISHIIU~ fUJ!lJBER OF 
US TROOPS IN ICTZ. I 'URTHER BELIEVE THAt A MORE ACTIVE EFFORT 
SHOULD BE MADE TO ACHIEVE A HIGHER SUsTA INED LEVEL OF DEEP 
RECONNAISSANCE PATROLLING ON THE PART OF THE HIJlST IN ORDER TO 
COJITRlqUTE TO A MORE INFORMED PICTURE OF THE ENEMY AND HIS 
ACTIVITIES IN THE lSIST AO. WARM REGARDS. 
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CONFIDENTIAL
5389292 ZYH

FM CG III MAF
TO SSO XXIV CORPS
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL
LIGEN NICKERSON SENDS FOR LIGEN ZAIS
1. (c) AS YOU MAY KNOW, I RECEIVE A DETAILED BRIEFING EACH MORNING
ON THE DEEP RECONNAISSANCE ACTIVITIES OF U.S. FORCES IN ICTZ. I
HAVE NOTICED RECENTLY THAT THE NUMBER OF LONG RANGE RECONNAI SSANCE
PATROLS MAINTAINED IN THE FIELD BY THE 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION
HAS BEEN MINIMAL. I BELIEVE THAT YOU WILL AGREE THAT ACTIVE AND
EXTENSIVE DEEP REC ONNAISSANCE IS A VITAL DIMENSION OF OUR EFFORT
HERE, ESPECIALLY WITH THE PROSPECTS OF A DIMINISHING NUMBER OF
US TROOPS IN ICTZ. I FURTHER BELIEVE THAT A MORE ACTIVE EFFORT
SHOULD BE MADE TO ACHIEVE A HIGHER SUSTAINED LEVEL OF DEEP
RECONNAISSANCE PATROLLING ON THE PART OF THE 101ST IN ORDER TO
CONTRIBUTE TO A MORE INFORMED PICTURE OF THE ENEMY AND HIS
ACTIVITIES IN THE 101ST AO. WARM REGARDS.
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1.

0 3409572 645
TOP SECREFM 32 iii 1AF

TO CG FMFPAC
ZEY
TOPSICRE T/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN DUS? FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION

RECEIVED

0 301201Z 2FF-4 ZFF-1
FM MG TOWNSEND COFS MACV SAIGON

SEP P.M.TO LTG BILOREN DCG USARV LUNG BINK
GEN BROWN con 7AF TAX SON NHUT
LTG MICKERSON CG III DANANG
VADA ZUNWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
ZEM
TOPSECRET SENSITIVE MAC 11346 EYES ONLY
1. AI THE DIRECTION OF THE JCS, THREE TROOP LISTS FOR PHASE TWO
REDEPLOYMENTS I.E. OF 25 636, 38,500, AND 42 500 HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED.
2. IF PHASE TWO IS ORDERED INTO EXECUTION AT ANY UF THESE LEVELS,
REDUCTIONS WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY CURTAILLING REPLACEMENT FL.01
AND BY REDEPLOYMENT UPHPERSONNEL JVER AND ASOVE NURIAL RETATION
SOME OF THESE PERSBNNEL WILLSE MEMBERS OF UNITS DESIGNATED FUR
REDEPLOYMENT: HOWEVER, IT IS EXPECTED THAT MOST WILL NOT SE
ASSIGNED TO REDEPLOYING UNITS.
3. A AACV MOVEMENTS PLANNING CONFERENCE IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED
FOR 5 SEPTEMBER. PURPOSE OF CONFERENCE IS TO DEVELOP AS MUCH DE-
TAILED INFORMATION 15 POSSICLE BEFURE is SITILAR CPAS CONFERENCE
WHICH 1 SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE MATELIATELY AFTER H FULLIS A1- 28/1)
NOUNCE LL T OF NEAT RADUCTI, 3.

28(1)
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4. ACCORDINGLY, COMUSMACV HAS DIRECTED THAT ACTI =3 TAXECOMPONENT COMHANDS TO ACERTAIN/UETERING THE FOLLOWING:
A. PERSONNEL REDEPLOYMENT CRITERIA FOR RESPECTIVE SERVICEPERSONNEL FOR MOVEMENT GOOMENCING ABOUT 15 OCTOBER, ANDCOMPLETION NLT 15 DECEMBER. THESE CRITERIA SHOULD INCLUDE REPLACE-MENT FLOW CONSIDERATIONS AS WELL AS RETURNED CONSIDERATIONS.B. DESIGNATION OF UNITS TO BE:

(1) INACTIVATED IN VIETNAM.
(2) REDEPLOYED AS UNITS TO A SPECIFIED LOCATION.
(3) REDEPLOYED WITHOUT PERSONNEL.

i. EQUIPMENT DISPOSITION For REDEPLOYING AND INACTIVATING UNITS,WHERE SERVICE POLICY HAS NOT ALREADY BEEN CLEARLY ESTABLISHED.D. DISCHARGE PORTS OR DESTINATIONS FOR REDEPLOYING UNITS.
E. IN-COUNTRY APOE/SPOE FOR REDEPLOYING UNITS.
F. THE NUMBER OF PERSONNEL OF SUMPONENT COMMANDS TO BE

REDEPLOYED AS INDIVIDUALS.
G. TIME-PRASING OF MOVEMENT OF UNITS OR INDIVIDUALS.
H. PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT TO BE GOVED WITHIN RVN BY COMMONSERVICE TRANSPORTATION (NON- ORGANIC).
I. IDENTIFICATION OF FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS NO# OCCUPIEDBY REDEPLOYING UNITS THAT WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR RELEASE TO RVNAFOR OTHER US/FVNAF, AND RECOARENDATIUNS WITH REGARD TO THEIR

DISPOSITION.
5. REQUEST THAT AS MUCH DATA AS RUSSIBLE OF THAT SET FORTH IN PAR
A BE FURMISHED TO THE AACU STAFF PRIOR TOFOR 5 SEPTEMBER.
S. WARM REGARDS
GP-4

sse NOTE: DELIVER DJRING DUTY HOURS
UNATUOTE
GP-4

330 NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER AT BEGINNING OF MORKING HOURS.
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... ~" / ... 

TOp SEC RET SECTION ONE OF TtiO I [~S ONt Y / ,FOR LTGEN 
~USE FRCl'J LTGEN NICKERSON \ 
A. CG III MAr 0040957Z 
1. REFERENcE A, PASEp TO YOUR HQS, CONTAINED INFORMATION CONCERNING, 
A MACV MOJEMENT PlANNIN G C<*FERENCE FOR PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENTS. 
SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION DELAYED CONFERENCE UNTIL 8 SEP AND DIRECTED 
cONFEREES BE PREPARED FOR PLANNING eASEn ON PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENTS OF 
25,800 AND 40,500. 
2. IN RESPON~E TO THE MACV REQUEST FOR PRELIMINARY INFORMATION PRIOR 
TO THE CONFERENcE, IT IS MY INTENTION TO TRANSMIT THE BELOW MESSAGE 
TO MAcV, SUBJEcT TO YOUR APPROJAl. YOUR COMMENTS ARE REQUESTED ASAP. 
REFERENcE B IN THE aElOW MESSAGE IS MACV APPROVAL, FOR PLANNING, 1~ 
OF A III MAF REC~MENDATION TO COMBINE HQS XXIV CORPS AND III MAF ~ L/J./J 
~:il~SlC PLAN AND MACV APPROVAL ARE BEING FORWARDED YOUR H~S BY ~ REcft~£O ~ 

: 3. THE FOLl OW IN G IS THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED IlI'MAF MSG TO PIA Lj SEP P.M. ' 
I QUOTE : 

, 1M: C G I I I PtAF 
TOt C a-JusMACV f) _/\~ 

, ZEM c \"L 
TOp SEC RET / EYES ONLY I FOR'" GEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERS IN-':/---, ---

, A. CQIIUSf1JACV 3e1201Z 
B. MAc .1-3-022 LTR OF' 25AU969, SUBJ REDUCT ION OF FORCES 

" 1. IN REPLY TO REF A THE FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY INFORMATION Is 
SUa-! ITTED. . 

A. PERSONNEL REDEPLOYMENT CRITERIA 
(t> NWEPIBER RTD·S WIll REDEPLOY IN OCTOBER, THEREBY REDUCING 

ROTATl(W tOUR LENGTHS TO 12 MONTHS. 
(2) OCTO~ER RTDwS FROM ALL PHASE 2 UNITS WILL ROTATE AS 

IN nIV 1 DUAL s. 
~. DESIGNAT 10lIl OF UN ITS TO Bt 

(1) INACTIVATED IN VIETNAM - NONE 
(2) REDEPLOYED AS UN IT'S TO SPE:CIFtED LOCAT I OPtS 1 

HG) 3D MARD IV CJ{ INAWA 
It T .. OK INAWA 
1ST MAW (REAR) OKINAWA i 
VMA (AW) 533 JAPAN _ I 

__ -, '~i;;~,~/,~I) :'!~:;:~ ~~~grIAr[~::;.~,~_~~y "ILL •• PLon •••• " ,-,~:f./;) ,\'~ --p 
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0 g41488Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
T 0OPSECRET SECTION ONE OF TWO / EYES ONLY / FOR LTGEN
BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
A. CG III MAF 0409572
1. REFERENCE A, PA SEP TO YOUR HQS, CONTAINED INFORMATION CONCERNING
A MACV MOVEMENT PLANNING CONFERENCE FOR PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENTS.
SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION DELAYED CONFERENCE UNTIL 8 SEP AND DIRECTED
CONFEREES BE PREPARED FOR PLANNING BA SED ON PHA SE 2 REDEPLOYMENTS OF
25,000 AND 40,500.
2. IN RESPONSE TO THE MACV REQUEST FOR PRELIMINARY INFORMATION PRIOR
TO THE CONFERENCE, IT IS MY INTENTION TO TRANSMIT THE BELOW MESSAGE
TO MACV, SUBJECT TO YOUR APPROVAL. YOUR COMMENTS ARE REQUESTED ASAP.
REFERENCE B IN THE BELOW MESSAGE IS MACV APPROVAL, FOR PLANNING,

BLIND,

OF A III MAF RECOMMENDATION TO COMBINE HQS XXIV CORPS AND III MAF
THE BASIC PLAN AND MACV APPROVAL ARE BEING FORWARDED YOUR HQS BY

RECEIVEDMAIL.
3. THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED III MAF MSG TO MACIA 4 SEP P.M.
QUOTE

FM: CG III MAF
TO: COMUSMACV
ZEM
T OPSECRET/ EYES ONLY / FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
A. COMUSMACV 301201Z
B. MAC J-3-022 LTR OF 25AUG69, SUBJ REDUCTION OF FORCES
1. IN REPLY TO REF A THE FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY INFORMATION IS
SUBMITTED.

A. PERSONNEL REDEPLOYMENT CRITERIA
(1) NOVEMBER RTD'S WILL REDEPLOY IN OCT OBER, THEREBY REDUCING

ROTATION TOUR LENGTHS TO 12 MONTHS.
(2) OCTOBER RTD'S FROM ALL PHASE 2 UNITS WILL ROTATE AS

INDIVIDUALS.
R. DESIGNATION OF UNITS TO BE

(1) INACTIVATED IN VIETNAM - NONE
(2) REDEPLOYED AS UNIT'S TO SPECIFIED LOCATIONS:

HQ 3D MARDIV OK INAWA
RLT 4 OK INAWA
1ST MAW (REAR) OK INAWA
VMA (AW) 533 JAPAN

29/1)
(3) REDEPLOYED WITHOUT PERSONNEL

LY-3 ₹788 CUSTODIAL PERSONNEL ONLY WILL REDEPLOY)

29/17
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c. hUtP""T DlSposiTfiB .!QUIPfllEIT WILL Sf RITltOGRADlDVlfM­
R! 1)IPL C'I't II GUilt s. 

D. PORTS OF DEPARKATloth ANY COM~INATION OF llAAKUNE, OKINAWA, 
HAWAII, OR CONUS. 

E. IN-COUNTRY APOE/SPOE FOR REDEPLOYING UNITS. 
(1) SPOE INCLUDE DANANG. CUA VIET, TAN MY AND CMU LA1. 
(2) APOE INCLUDE nONe MQ/QUANG TRI, nAffAffG AND CMU LAI. _ 

F. THE NUft1tlEft OF PERSONNEl. OF COPJPOIIENT C OMMAffDS TO BE REDEPl. OYED 
A~ INDIVIDUALS. ' 

(1) 7,900 PERSONNEL WILL BE REDEPLOYED· AS INDIVIDUALS. 
G. TIME PHASING <F MOVEMENT OF UNITS OR INDIVIDUALS: SIX 

EMBARKATION UNITs ARE ANTICIPATED AS FctLOWS:~' 
UNIT TIME MODE 

(1) EM'8ARK UN IT I D-DAY PERSONtt!L 13Y AIR. EQUIPMENT BY 
SURFACE 

(2) EMBARK UNIT II D PLUS 7 PERSONNEL BY AIR, EQUIPMENT BY 
SURFACE 

(;3) EMBARK UNIT III 0 PLUS 14 PERSONNEL f\Y AIR, EQUIPf'lENT BY 
SURFACE 

(4) EMBARK UNIT IV 0 PlUS 30 MAJORITY BY SURFACE 
(5) EMMRK mUT V D ·PLUS 42 MAJORITY BY SU"FA~! 
($) EMBARK UNIT VI D PLUS 55 MAJORITY BY SURFACE 

H. PERs('ftNfl. AND EQUIPMENT TO BE MOVED WITHItI RVN BY COMMON 
SERV ICE TRANSPORTATION (NON-ORGANIC): COMMON USER AIR WILL BE 
UTILIZED FOR IN-COUNTRY AND OUT OF COUNTRY AIRLIFT. MSTS SURFACE 
LIFT MAY BE USE)) DEPENDING ON COURSE CF ACTION SELECTED. I 

J sse ".ii, ItIllEDUcE ,at TR'ISMISSIOI ONLY ... DELIVER I\T TM[ :2? A/ 
BEltl.t,.'ar VOIIlie KOURS. 

G'-4. 

DECLASSIFIED 

C. EQUIPMENT DISPOSITION. EQUIPMENT WILL BE RETROGRADED WITH
REDEPLOYING UNITS.

D. PORTS OF DEBARKATION: ANY COMBINATION OF IWAKUNE, OKINAWA,
HAWAII, OR CONUS.

E. IN-COUNTRY AP OE/SPOE F OR REDEPLOYING UNITS.
(1) SP OE INCLUDE DANANG, CUA VIET, TAN MY AND CHU LAI.
(2) AP OE INCLUDE DON G HQ/QUANG TRI, DANANG AND CHU LAI.

F. THE NUMBER OF PERSONNEL OF COMPONENT COMMANDS TO BE REDEPLOYED
As INDIVIDUALS.

(1) 7,900 PERSONNEL WILL BE REDEPLOYED. AS INDIVIDUALS.
G. TIME PHASING OF MOVEMENT OF UNITS OR INDIVIDUALS: SIX

EMBARKATION UNITS ARE ANTICIPATED AS FOLLOWS:
TIME MODEUNIT

PERSONNEL BY AIR, EQUIPMENT BY(1) EMBARK UNIT I D-DAY
SURFACE

D PLUS 7 PERSONNEL BY AIR, EQUIPMENT BY(2) EMBARK UNIT II
SURFACE

D PLUS 14 PERSONNEL BY AIR, EQUIPMENT BY(3) EMBARK UNIT III
SURFACE

D PLUS 30 MAJORITY BY SURFACE(4) EMBARK UNIT IV
D PLUS 42 MAJORITY BY SURFACE(5) EMBARK UNIT V
D PLUS 55 MAJORITY BY SURFACE(6) EMBARK UNIT VI

H. PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT TO BE MOVED WITHIN RVN BY COMMON
SERVICE TRANSPORTATION NON-ORGANIC): COMMON USER AIR WILL BE
UTILIZED FOR IN-COUNTRY AND OUT OF COUNTRY AIRLIFT. MSTS SURFACE
LIFT MAY BE USED DEPENDING ON COURSE OF ACTION SELECTED.

2912)sse NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY - DELIVER AT THE
BEGINNING OF WORKING HOURS.

GP-4
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'! 'N CG III MA' 
ITO CG FMFPAC 

ZEM ..- f",", _'-' 

TOP S-E eRE T FINAL SECT ION (lO' TWO I EVES ONLY I FOR LTGEN ~ 
BUSE FROM lTGEN NICKERSON 

I. FAC lL ITIES AND INSTALLATIONS. 
(1) FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS TO BECOME AVAILABLE AS ~ 

RESULT OF PHASE: TWO REDEPLOYMENTS AR£ BASED ON FOLLOWING 
ASSUMpT ION SI ~ 

(A) CClfS«LIDATION OF MARINE HELO .ASSETS SOUTH OF HAl V~ 

(R) ARMY SUPPORt COMMAND DANANG WILL PROVIDE FOR SUPPORT 
OF UNITS RI!:MAINING IN NORTHERN I etz, LESS SEA TRANSPORTATION AND 
COMMON ITEM SUPPLY SUPPORT. 

(C) UNITS REDEPLOYING WILL RETROGRADE ORGANIC EQUIPMENT 
AND SERV Ict PECULIAR ITEMS. CLA S5 V WILL REMAIN IN POSIT ION WITH 
AN IN-K INDTRANSFER OF ASSETS BETWEEN SERVICES. 

'(2) LOGISTIC F'ACILlTIES AND INSTALLATIONS. 
LOCATION DESCRtPT ION INTENDED DISPOSITION 
QUANG TRI CP, 'lSG-~ TURN OVER TO ARMY SPT COMD 

DONG HA 

CUA V lET 

VANDEGRIFT 
C OM,",A r EA SE 

ASP (8814 SIT) SAME 
MT MAINTENANCE SHOP SAME 
ENGR MAINTENANCE SHOP ~AME 
HATHW BREAKDOWN POINT SAME 
(38,000 CU FT REEF£R) 
CLASS V HOLDING POINT SAME 
(452 SIT OF PROJ 912 MATERIEL) 
SHIPPIN'G AN D RECEIV ING STAT ION SAME 
FUEL FARM (12X 10,00~ GAL TANKS) PHASE OVER TO ARMY 

, 9FT COMD 
ASP (1846 SIT) , TURN OJER TO RVNAF OR 

RETROGRADE, DEPENDING ON 

(.3) AVIATHW FACILITIES AND 
TACT ICAl SITUATION 

INSTALLATIONS. 
LOcATION DESCRIPTION 
pHU BA! AIRFIELD 

o( 60 Ale) 

QUANG TRI AIRFIELD (76 A/C) 

AIRFIELD 

, R[COMflJENDiD DISPOSITION 
TURN mER U.S. ASSETS TO 
XXIV CORPS WITH EXCESS IO 
RVNAF 
TURN OVER TO XXIV CORPS FOR 
RESIDUAL FORCE USE 
TURN OVER TO RVNAF nONG HA 

VANDiRQRIFT cOlBAT BASE AIR STRIP TUII OVEI TO RV •• ' 01 . 

==~;:'~~~ilil-L' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

FN CC III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC

BITNO,

ZEM
TOPSECRET FINAL SECTION OF TWO / EYES ONLY / FOR LTGEN
BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

RECEIVED
I. FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS.

4 SEPP.I(1) FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS TO BECOME AVAILABLE AS A
RESULT OF PHASE TWO REDEPLOYMENTS ARE BASED ON FOLLOWING
ASSUMPTIONS:

(A) CONSOLIDATION OF MARINE HELO ASSETS SOUTH OF HAI VAN
PASS.

(R) ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND DANANG WILL PROVIDE FOR SUPPORT
OF UNITS REMAINING IN NORTHERN I CTZ, LESS SEA TRANSPORTATION AND
COMMON ITEM SUPPLY SUPPORT.

(C) UNITS REDEPLOYING WILL RETROGRADE ORGANIC EQUIPMENT
AND SERVICE PECULIAR ITEMS. CLASS V WILL REMAIN IN POSITION WITH
AN IN-KIND TRANSFER OF ASSETS BETWEEN SERVICES.

(2) LOGISTIC FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS.
INTENDED DISPOSITIONDESCRIPTIONLOCATION

QUAN G TRI TURN OVER TO ARMY SPT COMDCP, FL SG-R
ASP (8814 S/T) SAME
MT MAINTENANCE SHOP SAMEDONG HA

SAMEENGR MAINTENANCE SHOP
RATION BREAKDOWN POINT SAME
(38,000 CU FT REEFER)
CLASS V HOLDING POINT SAME
(452 S/T OF PROJ 972 MATERIEL)
SHIPPING AND RECEIVING STATION SAME
FUEL FARM (72X10,000 GAL TANKS) PHASE OVER TO ARMYCUA VIET

SPT COMD
ASP ( 1846 S/T) TURN OVER TO RVNAF ORVANDEGRIFT

RETROGRADE, DEPENDING ONCOMBAT BASE
TACTICAL SITUATION

(3) AVIATION FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS.
LOCATION DESCRIPTION RECOMMENDED DISPOSITION

TURN OVER U.S. ASSETS TOAIRFIELDPHU BAI
XXIV CORPS WITH EXCESS I O(60 A/C )
RV NAF

AIRFIELD (76 A/C) TURN OVER TO XXIV CORPS FORQUANG TRI
RESIDUAL FORCE USE
TURN OVER TO RVNAFAIRFIELDDONG HA

VANDERGRIFT COMBAT BASE AIR STRIP TURN OVER TO RVNAF OR

29/31RETROGRADE, DEPERDING on
TACT ICAL ana

29/3/
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(-4) GROUffD CCJtBAT, 
AID 'AC ILII lIS. 
LOCAl lOtI "tstlUP! ION 

DECLASSIFIED 

. - - - - - ~ 
COfIfPlAID/CO.TJtOL, AI" SU"., IISTA1.LAT 1011 

VANDEGRIFT CCMBAT BASE (2 MARINE, REGT 
RECOMMENDED DISPOSITION 
TURN OVER TO RVNAF, OR 
REDUCE DEPENDING UPON 
TACTICAL SITUATION 

, CP ·S, TF HOTEL CP) 

F'S13 NANCY' 
LZ SALL Y 

1ST 'BN. 77TH ARMOR CAMP, FS~ SAME 
2D BDE 101ST ASN CP, INF Bff SAME 

---- ; 

F5B SHARON 

DONG HA 

CAMP, FSB 
1 ST Bit" 11TH IN' CAMP. FSB TURN WElt SOUTHERN ONE-THIRD 

TO RVNAF 
C (J\1 SA T SA SE 

CAMp EVANS NMCB 11 CAMP 
CAMP ROOJER NMeB ,5 CAMP 
(DANANG) 
CAMp J3ARNES NMcB 62 CAMP 
(DONG HA) 

TURN OVER THREE-FIFTHS TO 
RVNAF 
TURN WER'TO X.XIV CORPS 
TURN OVER TO 1ST MARDIV 

T URN OVER TO RV·NA F 

CA~P ADNEIR "MCB 4 CAMP TURN OVER TO NAVY SUPPORT 
(PANANG) ACTIVITY COI'JMAND DANANG 

(5) REF B APPROVED MY PROPOSAL TO COMJ3IN£ HQ III MAF 'AND HQ 
XXIV CORPS. AODITIONAL ARMY AND MARINE ,CORPS FACILITIES AND INSTALL­
ATIONS WILt.. PROBABLY BEe ()1E AVA ILABLE AS A RESULT OF THIS ACTION_ 

(6) mE ADnt1:ICWAl NMCB CAMP, YET T'O BE D~TERMINED, WILL 
~EcO~E AVAILABLE AT EITHER QUANG TRI, PHU ~AI OR CA~P EAGlE. 

(7) MAX FLEXIBILITY HAS BEEN INTEGRATED INfo THIS SUBMISSION 
I TO ALLOW FOR AN ASSlJIIlED C(Xt1POSITION AND BASING OF THE RESIDUAL FORCE • 
. PENDING DECIsIONS ON THE RESIDUAL FORCE MAY REQUIRE RECONSIDERATION. 

2. THE ABOVE IS THE MOST PRECISE IffFORMATION AV,AIlABLE AT THIS tIME. 
'THERE ARE SEVERAL OTNER ALT[RNATIVES WHICH ARE BEING CONSIDERED BY 
HIeHER MEA DQUARTERS PRIMAR IL Y INVOLV ING THE DESTINATION OF RLT-3. 

I THESE OTHER ALTERNAT IVES CONSIDER RI. T-:5 REDEPLOYING AS A UNIT_ 
, UNQUoTE. 

I. WARM REGA'ftOS. LTGENNICKERSON. 

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE F OR tRANSMISSION ONLY - DEL WEft AT THE ~ 0(1") , 
816111110 OF WORKING HOURS. /' // 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(4) GROUND COMBAT, COMMAND/CONTROL, AND SUPPORT INSTALLATIONS
AND FACILITIES.
LOCATION DESCRIPTION RECOMMENDED DISPOSITION
VANDEGRIFT COMBAT BASE (2 MARINE REGT TURN OVER TO RVNAF, OR

CP'S, IF HOTEL CP) REDUCE DEPENDING UPON
TACTICAL SITUATION

FSB NANCY 1ST BN, 77TH ARMOR CAMP, FSB SAME
LZ SALLY 2D BDE 101ST ABN CP, INF BN SAME

CAMP, FSB
FSB SHARON 1ST BN, 11TH INF CAMP, FSB TURN OVER SOUTHERN ONE-THIRD

TO RVNAF
DONG HA COMBAT BA SE TURN OVER THREE-FIFTHS TO

RV NAF
NMCB 11 CAMPCAMP EVANS TURN OVER TO XXIV CORPS

CAMP HOOVER NMCB 5 CAMP TURN OVER TO 1ST MARDIV
(DANANG)

NMCB 62 CAMPCAMP BARNES TURN OVER TO RV NA F

(DON G HA)
CAMP ADNEIR NMCB 4 CAMP TURN OVER TO NAVY SUPPORT
(DANANG) ACTIVITY COMMAND DANANG

(5) REF B APPROVED MY PROPOSAL TO COMBINE HQ III MAF AND HQ
XXIV CORPS. ADDITIONAL ARMY AND MARINE CORPS FACILITIES AND INSTALL-
ATIONS WILL PROBABLY BEC OME AVAILABLE AS A RESULT OF THIS ACTION.

(6) ONE ADDITIONAL NMCB CAMP, YET TO BE DETERMINED, WILL
RECOME AVAILABLE AT EITHER QUANG TRI, PHU BAI OR CAMP EAGLE.

(7) MAX FLEXIBILITY HAS BEEN INTEGRATED INTO THIS SUBMISSION
TO ALLOW FOR AN ASSUMED COMPOSITION AND BASING OF THE RESIDUAL FORCE.
PENDING DECISIONS ON THE RESIDUAL FORCE MAY REQUIRE RECONSIDERATION.
2. THE ABOVE IS THE MOST PRECISE INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME.
THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER ALTERNATIVES WHICH ARE BEING CONSIDERED BY
HIGHER HEADQUARTERS PRIMARILY INVOLVING THE DESTINATION OF RLT-3.
THESE OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDER RLT-3 REDEPLOYING AS A UNIT.
UNQUOTE.

WARM REGARDS. LTGEN NICKERSON.

29/4/
SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE F OR TRANSMISSION ONLY - DELIVER AT THE

BEGINNING OF WORKING HOURS.
p-4
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HEADQUARTERS
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV3-68)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
*- ORIGINATOR 06 SEP 69CG 111 MAFA- ACTION / COGNIZANCE

SERIAL# / CONTROL DATEC -COMMENT / RECOMMENDATION
1,2,3,1- INFORMATION o 0510502 4S- SIGNATURE COPY# OF COPIES RECO

DATE SUBJECT
ROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL

TOP SECRET EYES ONLY (TWO PARTS)OUTIN

CG REMARKS
DCG THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT BE RETAINED

DCG AIR OVER NIGHT EXCEPT AS NOTED IN FORCE
ORDER P5511.4./S

DC/S
THE RECORD OF DISCLOSURE MUST BEDC/S PLAN
SIGNED BY ALL PERSONS SIGHTING THIS

S/S DOCUMENT.
G-1

G-2

Labol Thomasdis hasG-3
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·e 

(Q) ARMY SUPPORT C()!MAtfD nANANO WIll ?ROVIt\~ FOR ~UPPORT 
OF UNIT!!! REMAINING II NORTHERN 1 eTl, t.~~f' ~A rRANSPoRtATION AN!) 
CCMMCN ITEM S.UPPlY SUPPORT. . 

(C) U~lTS REn£PLOYltfG \lILl RETROGRAm! ORGANIC. EQUll'f9lENT 
AND r-ERVICF PECULIAR It£..,S. CLAS~ V WILL ·REMAIN I~ POSItION WITH 
AN IN-KIN~ tRAN$FER OF' AS~£TS f.l£tWFf.:N ~ERVIC[g. 

(2) LOGI~ Ie FACILITIES AND HlSTALLAT ION~. . 
I,. Cc AT ION rlESCRIPTION INTENDED DISposITION 
QUANG TRt CP, FtSr;-l.1 Tm~N OVER TO ARI"lV Spy CO~D 

ASP (S614 SIT) t!AME 
n(!J G HA 

r,UA v IE! 

'0'ANnEGRIFT 
CO'~PAT ~A S£ 

MY MA INT'ElIIA"CE ~HOP t!AME 
!NaR MAIHT£NANC£ SHOP t!A~F. 
7'I\TH'8 ~Rro:AJ(r.OWN POINT SA~E 
(3R.000 Ctl ,,. R~EF~R) 
CLA£S v 1-ta..l"lPfG POUlt ~A"'E 
("'2 SIT OF PROJ 972 MATER lEt) 
SHI??UIG AND RECEIVINlJ stAT10N ~A~E 
F!!EL ~ARM (72XI0,000 GAt TANKS> PHA~ OVER TO ARMY SPT 

COf'ID 
rUI" OVER TO RVNAF Oq 
~tTRo3RAnE. rF,PENOINQ ON 
TACTICAL SIrUAT ION 

(3) AVIATION FACILITIE~ A~D INSTALlATIO"~. 
RF.COMM£N!)[O DISPO~ITI ON 
tURN C1JEft !J.S. A~SEts TO 
XXIV CORPS 'iIT~ EXCESS 1'0 
RV"ftF 

LOCAl ION n.E~CRIPT ION 
f'HU ~~1 AIRFtELD '-. 

(~0 A/C) 

~UAnG TRI~ AI RF'tELl' (7€ Ale) 

rotJG HA A tRFtan 
VANOER1RIF'T C(J1f'}AT oASE AIR ~TRIP 

\ . 

DECLASSIFIED 

TUq"OVE~ TO XXIV COP.PS 
FOR ~E~I~UAL FORCE USE 
tURN OVER TO RWIAF 
TLlRN mER TO ItV"AF OR 
RrTttOaRAnr, Dt'ptltDl •• 01 ) 
TACTICAL Ilt.flOl ~f(" 
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0 9610502 ZYH
FM CR III MAF

OMUSMACV
ZEM
TOPSECRET FINAL SECTION OF TWO / EYES ONLY / FOR MGEN
TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

I. FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS.
(1) FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS TO PECOME AVAILABLE AS A

RECULT OF PHASE TWO REDEPLOYMENTS ARE PASEP ON FOLLOWING
ASSUMPTIONS:

(A) CONSOLIDATION OF MARINE MELO ASSETS SOUTH OF HAI VAN
PASS.

(R) ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND DANANG WILL PROVIDE FOR SUPPORT
OF UNITS REMAINING IN NORTHERN I CTZ, LESS SEA TRANSPORTATION AND

COMMON ITEM SUPPLY SUPPORT.
(C) UNITS REDEPLOYING WILL RETROGRADE ORGANIC EQUIPMENT

AND SERVICE PECULIAR ITEMS. CLASS V WILL REMAIN IN POSITION WITH
AN IN-KIN TRANSFER OF ASSETS BETWEEN SERVICES.

(2) LOGISTIC FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS.
INTENDED DISPOSITIONDESCRIPTIONLOCATION
TURN OVER TO ARMY SPT COMDCP, FLSG-RQUANG TRI
CAMEASP (8814 S/T)
SAMEMT MAINTENANCE SHOPDONG HA
CAMEENGR MAINTENANCE SHOP

RATION BREAK DOWN POINT SAME
(38,000 CU FT REEFER)

SAMECLASS V HOLDING POINT
(452 S/T OF PROJ 972 MATERIEL)
SHIPPING AND RECEIVING STATION SAME
FUEL FARM (72X10,000 GAL TANKS) PHASE OVER TO ARMY SPTCUA VIET

COMD
TURN OVER TO RVNAF ORASP 1840 S/T)ANDEGRIFT
RETROGRADE, DEPENDING ONCOMPAT FASE
TACTICAL SITUATION

(3) AVIATION FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS.
RECOMMENDED DISPOSITIONDESCRIPTIONLOCATION
TURN OVER U.S. ASSETS TOAIRFIELDPHU PAI
XXIV CORPS WITH EXCESS TO(60 A/C)
RVHAF
TURN OVER TO XXIV CORPSAIRFIELD (76 A/C )QUANG TRI
FOR RESIDUAL FORCE USE
TURN OVER TO RVNAFAIRFIELDDONG HA
TURN OVER TO DUNAF ORVANDERGRIFT COMPAT PASE AIR STRIP
RETROGRADE, DEPENDING OR
TACTICAL SITUATION 30/11

30/1)
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(") (;ROUfln C~rlAT. CQI1MAND/CONT ROl, 
ANn 'Aclt.lTlP.:~. 
lOCATICW "-EroFtIPTION 
V AflDEGR 1FT CO\'Jf~AT RASE (2 MARIHr. REGT 

CP'St TF' HOTEL CP) 

F~~ NANCY 
LZ SALL Y 

Fsq SHARG'f 

~~~'pNG HA -

IS! ~N, 71TH ARMOR CAM?, F~B 
2n ~nE t0tS! A~N CPt IN' SN 
CArl?, FS~ 
1 ST ~'. 11TH INV CAMP, FGD, 

cOMTlAT ~ASE ' 

A"~-~up,oRT lWSTALlATIOIS 

RtcoMMENorn DI~POstTIO" 
T "RN NER TO RVNAF. OR 
REUUC! CEPEHDlllfG UPON 
TACTICAL SITUATION 
F'Af!Il~ 
!'AME 

TURN OVER ~OUTHERN ON£­
TlIum TO ~VNAF 
TURN QV~R THqrE-FIFTKS' 
TO RVNAf" ' 

-CAM?~£VANS--NtqCB-rrel~IfP -- -' --- - -- - THRN tWER lo-)(xfVCO£lP-S~-
CAfirF -HUWER --NMce-~.,-- -c--tM'P '--__ c._~ __ ~ '--··~~rH9HiR~M~~Ift€~R-~Tg.O-ll.J.S~T-!I'lM4tlle:llnll'W'~~~_ 
(ttANA ~l G) 
CA~P rtARNE~ NMcn 62 CAM? 
(f)oN G HA) 

TURN nVF.R TO RVNAf 

- r.AMP AONEIR "Me1'!,,, CAMP TI1~N OVER TO NAVY SUPPORT 
(OANANt3) ACT IVITY C0i1MAtm nANANG 

(5) RE' ~ APPROIF.n. FOR PlANNn~G PfJRPOSE~t MY PROPOSAL TO 
cOMQI~E H~ III MAF AND H~ XXIV CORPS. A!'mlTIONAL ARl!!Y ANn MA~lf'E 
CORPc:' FACILITIES ANn IN~ALLATI0NS WILL PlICBA"LY ~£COME AVAILABLE 
AS A RF.!;uLT tF tHIS AcT ION. 

(~) ~E ADt'ITtOtAl NMCB CAMP, YET TO oF. !'lfl:tERIU8ED. WILL 
~ECOME AV4IlA"l£ At EITH~R QUANG TRI, PHU ~Al OR CA~P EA(l.1!. 

(1) MAX FLEX !D,IL ITY HAS ~r.EN I~T;-GRAT~t' INTO THIS SU~MISSI-o~ 
TO ALLOw FOR AN A~SUMEnC()i!p(\SITlf\N MH~ "A«::IHG CF THf:' RESIOAUt. 
r:CRcE. PENDING n£CISION~ ()\J THE RF,f;I!)lJAl.. FORC! M.V REQUIRF 
RECON~lnERATION. " 2. THE A~(\f£ IS t~£ MOST PRECH~JI' I~FORMl\rl0N AVAIlAl:'t.! AT T~IS 
T Ifl1E. . 
~-4 

r~O 801'£. PRECrnEftCF, FOR TRAN~I~elOO ONLY 

720 
DElIV!·R, AT THE ~£GIfUn"G a:- WORK I"lG HO~'RS.-

.: (I (1 r-". 

iJ <' (~'" "~;i l1 (. \l U 

... 
.... Iii lisiinr T' ilJiIii»i_ u 11 i I lot I t'1.llifl H II •• Id'I,'. iL_ """ Ere .. , .... 
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(4) GROUND COMPAT, COMMAND/CONTROL, AND SUPPORT INSTALLATIONS
AND FACILITIES.
LOCATION DESCRIPTION RECOMMENDED DISPOSITION
VANDEGRIFT COMBAT PASE (2 MARINE RE GT TURN OVER TO RVNAF, OR

CP'S, TF HOTEL CP) REDUCE DEPENDING UPON
TACTICAL SITUATION

1ST RN, 77TH ARMOR CAMP, FSBFSR NANCY SAME
L7 SALLY 2n SDE 101ST ARN CP, INF BN CAME

CAMP, FSR
FSB SHARON 1ST PN, 11TH INF CAMP, FGB TURN OVER SOUTHERN ONE-

THIRD TO RVNAF
COMPAT PASEONG HA TURN OVER THREE-FIFINS

TO RV NAF
CAM? EVANS NMCB 11 CAMP TURN OVER TO XXIV CORPS
CAME HOLVER NMCB 5 CAMP TURN OVER TO 1SI MARDIV
(DANANG)
CAMP PARNES NMCR 62 CAMP TURN OVER TO RVNAF
(DON G HA)
CAMP ADNEIR NMCD 4 CAMP TURN OVER TO NAVY SUPPORT
(DANANG) ACTIVITY COMMAND DANANG

(5) REF a APPROVED, FOR PLANNING PURPOSES, MY PROPOSAL TO
COMBINE HQ III MAF AND HC XXIV CORPS. ADDITIONAL ARMY AND MARINE
CORPS FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS WILL PROBADLY BECOME AVAILABLE
AS A RESULT OF THIS ACTION.

(5) ONE ADDITIONAL NMCB CAMP, YET TO PF DETERMINED, WILL
BECOME AVAILABLE AT EITHER QUANG TRI, PHU PAI OR CAMP EAGLE.

(7) MAX FLEXIBILITY HAS BEEN INTEGRATED INTO THIS SUBMISSION
TO ALLOW FOR AN ASSUMED COMPOSITION AND CASING OF THE RESIDAUL
FCRCE. PENDING DECISIONS ON THE RESIDUAL FORCE MAY REQUIRE
RECONSIDERATION.
2. THE ARIVE IS THE MOST PRECISE INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THIS
TIME.
Gp-4

sso NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER AT THE REGINNING OF WORKING HOURS.

720
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, TO.UOMU~ACV 
ZEM 

-----,. 0 P SEc RET SEctION OlE OF TWO I E~f ONLY I FOR "'GEM 
\.....kOWN~E~O FRO!Il L.TOEN NICKERF(W 

A. C OMtJ~MACV 3012:0 tZ 
f). MAC • .,-3-022 L.TR or. 2SAUS69. ~U~J RFnucTtoN nF FeRCES 
t. IN RF.r-"LY TO R£F A THE FtLLOWING PRaI~IHARY I~F~RMATION IS 
~U~MlrrE". ' 

A. PERSOH~~EL REUEPLOY~ENr CRITERIA 
(I) Ntv RIO'S WIlJ. REDEPLOY At l'fY'IVlnUALs IN OCT AND 8£ 

cKARuEn AGA tNsr THE REDEPLOYMENT TOTAL. T!-IIS WILL QE1)UCE THE 
ROTATlmJ touR LENGTH TO 12 MONTH~. 

(2) OCTQt1ER RTtPS FROM ALL PHAS~ 2 UNITs WIll ROTATE AS 
INf\lV UHJAL~. 

B. DE~IGNATION OF UNIts TO 'I':lE 
(I> INACTIVATED IN VIETNAM - NONE 
(2) REDEPLOYED AS ONITs TO SPECIFlrn LOCATIONS. 

H~ 3n MARDIV OK INAWA 
RLf 4 ~nMWA 
If:T fI1AW (REAR) O](IHAWA/JAPAN 
Vf1A (AW) 53:5 JAPA~ 

(,5) REDEPLOYEt" WITHOUT PERSONfOF.L& 
RLT-l (70" CHSTO"IAL PERS~NtfF.L ON!.. Y Vi ILL RE~EPL OV) 

COMU~ 
c. EQUIPI"'l~NT !HSPOSITI(Jt. E'''''Ul~ENT WILL C\! RETROG~An[n WITH 

REO£i.llOVING U~JITS. 
o. pORT~ (Ji' 1)!\"ARKATIOth ANY cm~l"ATION OF IVAKUNI. OY.INAIrJA, 

f !t4R CONUS. , ' 
'--.J E. Ift-COU,nRY APOE/SPOE FOR REDF.PlOYHfG UNITS. 

I
i (1) ~POE INCLUDe "AMANa. C!~A VIET. TA~' MY Mm CHU LAI. 

~, (2) APOE INCLUDE DONG ~AI9t!ANG TRI, nM4ANG ANr. CHU LA I. 
, - y:'. THE MUMPER ('F P£RSCWIIFL or COMPONENT -COMMN-DS TO 9[ 

REDEpLOYE» A~ IlnIVIOUALS 
(I> 7.~I, PERSONNEL VIL,,!.. ~F. REOE,Pl,ovr.,,,n AS INnIVIDUAlS. But ) 

CHARBE." A3AlIST __ .tHE UNIT RED~PL.oY"'E"l ,TOTAL. _ ::rl.{~ 
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0 9610507 ZYH
FM.G III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
PSECRET SECTION ONE OF TWO / EYES ONLY / FOR MGEN
OWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

A. COMUSMACV 3012312
P. MACJ-3-022 LTR OF 25AUG69, SUBJ REDUCTION OF FORCES
1. IN REPLY TO REF A THE FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY INFORMATION IS
SUPMITTED.

A. PERSONNEL REDEPLOYMENT CRITERIA
(1) NOV RTD'S WILL REDEPLOY AS INDIVIDUALS IN OCT AND BE

CHARGED AGAINST THE REDEPLOYMENT TOTAL. THIS WILL REDUCE THE
ROTATION TOUR LENGTH TO 12 MONTHS.

(2) OCTOPER RTD'S FROM ALL PHASE 2 UNITS WILL ROTATE AS
INDIVIDUAL.C.

B. DESIGNATION OF UNITS TO BE
(1) INACTIVATED IN VIETNAM - NONE
(2) REDEPLOYED AS UNITS TO SPECIFIED LOCATIONS:

HQ 3D MARDIV OK INAWA
RLT 4 OK INAWA
1ST MAW (REAR) OKINAWA/JAPA!!
VMA (AW) 533 JAPAN

(3) REDEPLOYED WITHOUT PERSONMEL:
RLT-3 (700 CUSTOMIAL PERSONNEL ONLY WILL REDEPLOY)

CONUS
C. EQUIPMENT DISPOSITION. EQUIPMENT WILL RE RETROGRADED WITH

REDEPLOYING UNITS.
D. PORTS OF DEPARKATION: ANY COMBINATION OF IWAKUNI, OKINAWA,
CONUS.
E. IN-COUNTRY APOE/SPOE FOR REDEPLOYING UNITS.

(1) SPOE INCLUDE DANANG, C I A VIET, TAN MY AND CHU LAI.
(2) AP OE INCLUDE DONG HA/QUANG TRI, DANANG AND CHU LAI.

F. THE NUMBER OF PERSONNFL OF COMPONENT COMMANDS TO BE
REDEPLOYED AS INDIVIDUALS

(1) 7,900 PERSONNEL WILL BE REDEPLOYED AS INDIVIDUALS, BUT
30(3)CHARGEABLE AGAINST THE UNIT REDEPLOYMENT TOTAL.

30/3/
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G. TI~F.PH4~I"G ~ 1'fCNEfIIENr OF UNITS OR nU>IVlnUALSI TM[ 
F"-LOVIN G Dt'lAftl(ATIa4 Uft!T S ARE ~MTIC IPAt!!' ~MVER THI~ IS 
~U~JECT 10 MonlFlcATlorJS PEHDINn !'F.CISION or. PACO!'1 PO~U~E, 
AVAILA~I\lITV (F TRANSPORTATION ASS£T~ AT Tl~E OF" RtnEPLOYMENT, 
AR!; INCORi' ORAT 100 Qf' TRANSPCRTAT ION REOU! ~rl!£NT~/l'i1NEM!~;T 
SCHEnULE IN THE C INC PAC MOVEMENT· FtAN. 

unIT TI~£ MODE 
(I) tM"ARK UNIT 1 D-DAY PER~ONHEl ~y AIR, 

(2) E~T"ARt( UN IT II 

n PLUS 14 

flO\UIPMgNT n.v ~URF'AC£ 
pr.R~O'lNEL ~y A Ill, 
~·~UIPMFNT BY !:URFACE 
PER~ON~1£L ~y AIR. 
EQt.!IPMFNT fiy ~UJtFAC£ 

(4) £MMRK HtUT IV n j>l"~ 30 MAJORITY "Y Sm?F'ACE 
(5) EMBARK UNIT V n PLU~ 42 ~AJORITY ~y SURFACE 

, (~) EMt'lARK UNIT V I " Pl.US 55 ~4JORIT Y qy SURFACE 
H. P£R~ON"£L ANO EQUIPMENT TO ~E MOVEn WITHIN RVN BY COMMON 

~£RV Ie! TRANSPORTATION eN (W-ORGAflle>a COMMON US!R AlP WILL "i! 
"r-..\rILlt£" FOR nf-COUHTRY AND OUT OF co~mTRv A t~ 1FT. M~TS 
~~RrACE LIJ:'T PlAY qE USED !'IEPEIDH'G ON COffR~ OF ACTION ~EU:CT£f). 
: qP-4 
'.- - . - --- ~ -

s~o NOTE. PR£cEnENC£ FOR rRAN~ I<:t;l ON Of~t Y 
DELIVER ,AT THE· ~EGIN~lN t1 ('f' W~RK IflG HOlJ~t. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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G. TIME PHASING OF MOVEMENT OF UNITS OR INDIVIDUALS: THE
FOLLOWING EMBARKATION UNITS ARE ANTICIPATED HOWEVER THIS IS
SU=JECT TO MONIFICATIONS PENDING DECISION ON PACOM POSTURE,
AVAILARILITY OF TRANSPORTATION ASSETS AT TIME OF REDEPLOYMENT,AND INCORPORATION OF TRANSPORTATION REQUIREMENTS/MOVEMENT
SCHEDULE IN THE CINC PAC MOVEMENT PLAN.

UNIT TIME MODE
(1) EMPARK UNIT 1 D-DAY PERSONNEL BY AIR,

EQUIPMENT BY SURFACE
(2) EMPARK UNIT II D PLUS 7 PERSONNEL RY AIR,

EQUIPMENT BY SURFACE
(3) EM PARK UNIT III D PLUS 14 PERSONNEL BY AIR,

EQUIPMENT BY SURFACE
(4) EMPARX UNIT IV D PLUS 30 MAJORITY BY SURFACE
(5) EMPARK UNIT V n PLUS 42 MAJORITY BY SURFACE
(f) EMPARK UNIT VI n PLUS 55 MAJORITY BY SURFACE

H. PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT TO PE MOVED WITHIN RUN BY COMMON
SERVICE TRANSPORTATION (N ON-ORGANIC): COMMON USER AIR WILL BE
TILIZED FOR IN-COUNTRY AND OUT OF COUNTRY AIRLIFT. MSTS
HIRFACE LIFT MAY RE USED DEPENDING ON COURSE OF ACTION SELECTED.
GP-4

SCO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER AT THE REGINNING OF WORKING HOURS.

550
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I - FORMATION
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CG 'fH I'RO'" Mt\RD IV 
CG FIRST MAt~ 
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ZEM 
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• 
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lOP S l!: C RET Sf'ECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MAJGEN SIMPSON, r1AJGEN 
JONES, MAJGEiY T H RA SH AN D BGEN FEELEY F ROM LTGE~J MICKERSON 
pHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENJ 
1. THE MOSf RECENT ALTERMATIVE FOR THE REDEPLOYMENT OF FORCES 
DURING PHASE 2 PROPOSED BY CG FMFPAC WOULD ESTABLISH 2 RLT"S 
AND DIV HQ IN a<INAWA AND 1 RLT IN CONUS. FIRST MAW UNITS WILL 
REDEPLOY TO OKINAWA AND JAPAN AS fREVIOUSLY PLAN~lED. 
2. IH'IS ALIER~JATIVE ALSO ENVISIONS"REDUCING'WESTPAC TOUR 
LEI'JG tiS TO 12 ~1o;HHS BY ROTATING NOV RTDJS DURING OCT. THE 
FOLL OW iN G ME "H OD OF ACC ()'tJPL ISHIN G THIS REDEPLOYMENT HA S BEE:~) 
ESTA BL ISHED: ' 

A. RLT-3 iJJILL REDEPLOY INITIALLY IN A CADRE STATUS. 700 KEY 
pERSO:~;\jEL ~JlLL ACCQ!1PANY RECORDS, EQUIPMENT AND FLAGS TO CO~lUS. 

B.lHE REMAINDER OF THE TROOP REDEPLOYMENT TO CONUS toJILL BE 
MADE UP OF R',D"S OIl MAF AND OTHER \tJEST PAC mlIT'S) ROTATH~G 
DURIr1G or>[ AS INDIVIDUALS, APPROX 7,9021 PERSONNEL. 

C. FOLLOHL~G THI£ DEPARIURE OF RLT-3, DIV HQ, RLT-4 AND DET 
J:'LC HILL RE1)l!:PLOY TO OKINA\llA Al STRENGTHS TO BE ESTABLISHED 
By C G FMFPAC. 

D. FIRST rv1At~ UNITS WILL REDEPLOY TO OKINAWA AND <JAPAN AT 
SiRENGTHS TO BE .DETERMINED BY CG FMFPAC. 

E. PERSONNEL REMAINING FROM RLT-3 IHLL BE REDISTRIBUTED 
WITHIN III MAF AS REPLACEMENTS FOR NOV RTD"S IN REMAINI~·~G WHTS • 
.3. FOR PLANNING PURPOSES IT IS REQUESTED THAT' YOU TAKE THE 
FOLLOWING ACTIONS. 

A • " HI RD I'll A TiD IV 
(1) I DENT IF Y 7190 KE Y ~ERSONNEL TO ACC OMPA NY RL T- 3 

TO CONUS. SELECTIOl~ ~JlLL BE gASED ON'THE RE8IJIREMENTTO 
pROJ IDE PROPER SECURITY OF RECORDS AND EQUIPMENT. 
SELECTEES HILL HAVE OVER SEVEN MONfHS IN tl]ESTPAC EXCEPT 
IN UNUSUAL CIRCUMS'i'ANCES ~]HE[I! SPl!;CIALISTS ARE MANDATORY. 

(2) BE jJREPAREn TO TRANSFER THOSE RLT-3 PERSONNEL 
WITH R-[D"S BEYOi~.D NOV WHO ARE NOT DESIGNATED AS KtY 
pERSOl~f~EL TO OTHER III MAF UNITS .AS DIRtCTED. 

(3) PR~PARE fO REASSIGN PERSONNEL FROM RLT-3 
TO RLf-4 10 ffJEET Rl!:DEPLOYMENT STRENGTHS \I]HEN DETERrHNED. 

B. FIRST MARDIV . 
(1) PREPARE FOR THE LOSS OF NOV RTD" SnUR!fllG OCT. 
(2) PREPARE TO RECEIVE PERSONNEL RF.ASSIGNED FROM THIRD 

~1ARD IV. 
c. FIRST MAI;]. PREP-ARE FOR THE LOSS OF r!OV RTD"S DURWG OCT. 
D. fLC • 

(1) PREPARE TO REDEPLOY 400 PERSONNEL AS FOLLOWS: -<, 

,(A) THOSE REQUIRED '3Y fROV SERVBN TO SUPPORT THI~D<>' 
MARDIV (-) 08 OK Ii~AWA. "" 

(B) REM A l'1 DER TO C ON US. OCT. ;J / (l)'-;"~U.',.!~' 
"(2) PREPARE FOR THE LOSS OF NOV RIO"S DURING '~_ 

-'~a;f,) .. -,'i_ 
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P. 119856Z
FM CG III MAF
10 CG FIRST MARDIV
CG THIRD MARDIV
CG FIRST MAW
ZEN/CG FORLOG COMD
ZEM

0 E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE F OR MAJGEN SIMPSON, MAJGEN1

JONES, MAJGEN THRASH AND BGEN FEELEY FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENT
1. THE MOST RECENT ALTERMATIVE FOR THE REDEPLOYMENT OF FORCES
DURING PHASE 2 PROPOSED BY CG FMFPAC WOULD ESTABLISH 2 RLT'S
AND DIV HQ IN OK INAWA AND 1 RLT IN CONUS. FIRST MAW UNITS WILL
REDEPLOY TO OK INAWA AND JAPAN AS PREVIOUSLY PLANNED.
2. THIS ALIERNATIVE ALSO ENVISIONS REDUCING WESTPAC TOUR
LENGHS TO 12 MONTHS BY ROTATING NOV RTDJS DURING OCT. THE
FOLLOWING METHOD OF ACCOMPLISHING THIS REDEPLOYMENT HAS BEEN
ESTABL ISHED:

A. RLT-3 WILL REDEPLOY INITIALLY IN A CADRE STATUS. 700 KEY
PERSONEL WILL ACCOMPANY RECORDS, EQUIPMENT AND FLAGS TO CONUS.

B. THE REMAINDER OF THE TROOP REDEPLOYMENT TO CONUS WILL BE
MADE UP OF RDDS (III MAF AND OTHER WEST PAC UNITS) ROTATING
DURING OCT AS INDIVIDUALS, APPROX 7,900 PERSONNEL.

C. FOLLOWING THE DEPARTURE OF RLT-3, DIV HQ, RLT-4 AND DET
FLC WILL REDEPLOY TO OKINAWA AT STRENGTHS TO BE ESTABLISHED
BY CG FMF PAC.

D. FIRST MAW UNITS WILL REDEPLOY TO OK I NAWA AND JAPAN AT
STRENGTHS TO BE DETERMINED BY CG FMF PAC.

E. PERSONNEL REMAINING FROM RLT-3 WILL BE REDISTRIBUTED
WITHIN III MAF AS REPLACEMENTS F OR NOV RTD'S IN REMAINING UNITS.
3. FOR PLANNING PURPOSES IT IS REQUESTED THAT YOU TAKE THE
FOLLOWING ACTIONS.

A. HIRD MARDIV
(1) IDENTIFY 700 KEY PERSONNEL TO ACCOMPANY RLT-3

TO CONUS. SELECTION WILL BE BASED ON THE REQUIREMENT TO
PROVIDE PROPER SECURITY OF RECORDS AND EQUIPMENT.
SELECTEES WILL HAVE OVER SEVEN MONTHS IN WESTPAC EXCEPT
IN UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHEN SPECIALISTS ARE MANDATORY.

(2) BE PREPARED TO TRANSFER THOSE RLT-3 PERSONNEL
WITH RID'S BEYOND NOV WHO ARE NOT DESIGNATED AS KEY
PERSONNEL TO OTHER III MAF UNITS AS DIRECTED.

(3) PREPARE 10 REASSIGN PERSONNEL FROM RLT-3
TO RL 1-4 10 MEET REDEPLOYMENT STRENGTHS WHEN DETERMINED.

B. FIRST MARDIV
(1) PREPARE FOR THE LOSS OF NOV RTD'S DURING OCT.
(2) PREPARE TO RECEIVE PERSONNEL REASSIGNED FROM THIRD

MARDIV.
C. FIRST MAW. PREPARE FOR THE LOSS OF NOV RTD'S DURING OCT.
D. FLC

(1) PREPARE TO REDEPLOY 400 PERSONNEL AS FOLLOWS:
(A) THOSE REQUIRED BY PROV SERV BN TO SUPPORT THIRD

MARDIV (-) ON OK INAWA.

31/1)
(D) REMAINDER TO CONUS.

(2) PREPARE FOR THE LOSS OF N OV RID'S DURING OCT.

7317 01(1)
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SECRET lIIMAF FORM 5216 (REV3-sa) 

OPERATION CQ)E FROM eo IH ~l'F 
I DATE 

~s x- ORIGINATOR SEPT 69 
A-ACT!ON I COGNIZANCE 
C-COMMENT IRECOMMENDATJON SERIAL.it I CONTROL DATE 1,2,3, 
I-INF")RMATION \ P r!514¢,SZ 4 COPIES RECO S - SIG~ATURE 

, , , c~P't'* OF 

," DATE 
, IIJIT/~L SUBfCT E i ~YL.§ ONLY .1/ ROUTE SECTION CODE 

.......-'- OUT r Ii 'ECF L 

~ CG ~ ~U&J 1J;1 , . J.-.A..,..;tY, , ''--"'' 
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.. L1 DCG Y ij I k:.~ ihulS DOCU T IS UNDER CONTROL AND 
DCG AIR MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE sac WITHIN 
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P051405c 
Ft~ CG I II i1AF 
TO C G F'MFPAC _ \ 
ZEMQ" , . ~p 

DECLASSIFIED 

? •-" • 
.,.;'\ ""- ~:~ 

~. 

SEC RET I FOR LT GEN BUSE FROM L TGEN NICKERSON / EYES 
1. THE FOL MSGS ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFOR~iATION: 

QU aTE: . 

P 030351Z 
FM CG III MAF 
TO cOMUSMACV 
INFO cOM SEVENTHF LEET 
ZEM 
SEC RET FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO VADM BRINGLE 
FM LTGEN NIcKERSON 
SUBJEcT: CRUISER NGFS AVAILABILITY 
1. THE DEPARTURE OF THE USS ST. PAUL (CA73) FROM THE GUN LINE ON 16 
SEP ENROUTE TO HER HCMEPORT OF· SAN DIEGO WILL LEAVE ONL Y ONE CRUISER 
A SSIGN ED TO THE SEVENTHFLEET. THIS MEANS THERE W ILL BE EXTENDED PERIODS 
WHEN NO CRUISERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR NGFS IN THE DMZ AREA. T HIS, COUPLED 
WITH THE CONTINUED DRAWDOlm OF· NGFS AND THE PLANS NOT TO RETURN THE USS 
NE\~ JERSEY, CAUSES CONCERN. . 

. 2. THE MANy ADVANTAGES OF' NGF, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF THE DMZ, 
NEED NOT BE RESTATED. IMPENDING FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS FROM NICTZ MAKE 

,THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE MOBILE FIREPmJER OF HEAVY NGF SHIPS MORE 
. CRITICAL THAN EVER. THE FACT THAT NGFS CAN BE PROVIDED \HTHOUT ANY 
I INC [(fA Sf HJ IN-C aUNT RY SPACES AN D ~J IT HOUT ANY REQUIREMENT FOR 1(1)­
'CoUmRy PAsES-MAKES IT PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS AT THIS TU1E. 
: 3. THE ASSIGNMENT OF A NGF CRUISER TO IctZ ON A CONTINUOUS 
I BASIs IS CONSIDERED A NECESSITY. 
4. I REC OMt1EN D RE ITERAT I ON OF' OUR D~SIRES FOR, FrTsr, T HE NEW JER SEY 
MJ D, SEC ON DL Y, A C R U I SE R ON A C ON TIN U 0 U 5' ?A SIS • / b ( J) 

16(1) 
DECLASSIFIED 
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P 0514052
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
S E C RET / FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON / EYES ONLY
1. THE F OL MSGS ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

QUOTE:

P 030351Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INFO COMSEVENTHFLEET
ZEM
S E C RE T FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO VADM BRINGLE
FM LTGEN NICKERSON
SUBJECT: CRUISER NGFS AVAILABILITY
1. THE DEPARTURE OF THE USS ST. PAUL (CA73) FROM THE GUN LINE ON 16

SEP ENROUTE TO HER HOMEPORT OF SAN DIEGO WILL LEAVE ONLY ONE CRUISER

ASSIGNED TO THE SEVENTHFLEET. THIS MEANS THERE WILL BE EXTENDED PERIODS
WHEN NO CRUISERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR NGFS IN THE DMZ AREA. THIS, COUPLED
WITH THE CONTINUED DRAWDOWN OF NGFS AND THE PLANS NOT TO RETURN THE USS
NEW JERSEY, CAUSES CONCERN.
2. THE MANY ADVANTAGES OF NGF, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF THE DMZ,
NEED NOT BE RESTATED. IMPENDING FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS FROM NICTZ MAKE
THE REQUIREMENT F OR THE MOBILE FIREPOWER OF HEAVY NGF SHIPS MORE

CRITICAL THAN EVER. THE FACT THAT NGFS CAN BE PROVIDED WITHOUT ANY
INCREASE IN IN-COUNTRY SPACES AND WITHOUT ANY REQUIREMENT FOR IN-

COUNTRY BASES MAKES IT PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS AT THIS TIME.
3. THE ASSIGNMENT OF A NGF CRUISER TO ICTZ ON A CONTINUOUS
BASIS IS CONSIDERED A NECESSITY.
4. I RECOMMEND REITERATION OF OUR DESIRES FOR, FIRST, THE NEW JERSEY

16(1)AND, SECONDLY, A CRUISER ON A CONTINUOUS BASIS.

1611)
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o ~50820Z 
H1 GEN A r:RAM ~ COM US'l'l1ACV SA I GON V IEF1A "1 

TO LIGEN NICKERSON CG III rtlAF' DA NANG VIETNAM 
INF' 0 VAm1 9R IN GLE, C a'1 SEV ENT HF'L T 
ZEt1 
SEC R· E T ~1 AC 1 1585 EYE S ON LY 
SUBJECT: CRUIsER N GFS AVAILABILITY (u) 
REF': A. CG, III f·1AF' DTG 030351Z SEP 69 (S) 

E. CINCPAC DTG 2323562 AUG 69 (S) (NOTAL) 
,1. (U) APPRECIATl': YOUR CONCERN OVER REDUCTIO~l OF HEAVY NGF' SHIPS. 
,2. (S) clNCPAC, BY R~F' 13, HAS PROVIDED JCS l.HTH )-11S ESTI~1ATE OF 

THE H1PAcT OF" THE PRO? OSED BUDGET REDUCT IONS ON CURRENT O?[RA­
,TIONS. CONCERNING NGF'S HE STATED, QUOTE. INACTIVATION. OF THREE 

HEAVy SHIPS (INCLUDING THE USS BOSTON FROM LANTCOM) AND 17 
GENERAL PURPOSE DESTROYER enD) WILL IMPACT HEAVILY ON THE ABILITY 

; OF PACFLT TO PROVIDE EVEN MINIMUM LEVELS OF' NGF'S. HEAVY NGF'S eCA) 
I SHIPS IN l:JESTPAC tHLL BE REDUCED TO ONE IN LATE SEPTEMBER \J/HEN USS 
SAHlT pAUL RETURNS TO ca~us FOR OVERHAUL trJITHOUT RELIEF. SUBSE­

'QUE~JT TO USS 90STOi'J OUTC HOP IN DECEMBER, ~JO HEAVY NGFS SHIPS HILL 
, BE PRESENT IN ~lESl'?AC UNT IL 4TH QUARTER FY 7'0 hI HEN USS SA INT PAUL 
, IS SCHEDULED TO DEPLOY. 3ARRING INCREASED T'EPLOYt·1ENTS FROM CINC-
LA[1'~' AS~::!:-:rS, LOSS OF 17 DD IS EXPECTS)) TO RESULT IN A f1AJOR REDUC­

. lION IN THE NUI·1BER OF DD AVAILABLE FOR ~lGFS. r:-:r:: LOSS OF Ti-lESE 
'£HIP£, cOU?LED lJ1lTi-1 THE CmlTINIJ~~G REQUIRZME~lT TO ~·1AINTAlI\l NEARLY 
I FULL~H1E NAVAL PRESENC~ IN NEASIA CTF 71 AND TU 71.0.4), l:JILL 
: REDUCE THE AVAILABILITY OF' ~lGFS I'D'S SU13STMJTIALLY ~Y EARLY 1970. 

UNQUOTE. IN SUMt·1ARY HE COi~CLunEO THAT THE CURTAIU1ENT Oil] SEASIA 
O:=>c: t'}OULD ~I!: MOST SERIOUS IN THE AR~AS OF NGFS, A(I1P~-lIBIOUS LIFT, 
EA S I A A I R OP SAN D A S1;] • 

13. (U) cONf:'lnERING THAT ,CINCPAC 1-l~.S ALREADY CO~lMENTED ON THE 
_ NGFS REDUCTION, I DO NOT INTEND TO PRESS THIS ;·1ATTER A~1y HIGHE~. 

Ui~ QU OTE 
GP~4 

DECLASSIFIED 
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0 350820Z
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON VIETNAM
TO LTGEN NICKERSON CG III MAF DA NANG VIETNAM
INFO VADM BRINGLE, C OMSEVENTHFLT
ZEM
S C T MAC 11585 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: CRUISER NGFS AVAILABILITY (U)
REF: A. CG, III MAF DTG 030351Z SEP 69 (S)

E. C INC PAC DTG 232356Z AUG 69 (S) (NOTAL)
1. (U) APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERN OVER REDUCTION OF HEAVY NGF SHIPS.
2. (S) CINCPAC, BY REF B, HAS PROVIDED JCS WITH HIS ESTIMATE OF
THE IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET REDUCTIONS ON CURRENT OPERA-
TIONS. CONCERNING NGF S HE STATED, QUOTE. INACTIVATION OF THREE
HEAVY SHIPS (INCLUDING THE USS BOSTON FROM LANTCOM) AND 17
GENERAL PURPOSE DESTROYER (DD) WILL IMPACT HEAVILY ON THE ABILITY
OF PACFLT TO PROVIDE EVEN MINIMUM LEVELS OF NGFS. HEAVY NGFS (CA)
SHIPS IN WESTPAC WILL BE REDUCED TO ONE IN LATE SEPTEMBER WHEN USS
SAINT PAUL RETURNS TO C GVUS F OR OVERHAUL WITHOUT RELIEF. SUBSE-
QUENT TO USS BOSTON OUTCHOP IN DECEMBER, NO HEAVY NGFS SHIPS WILL
BE PRESENT IN WESTPAC UNTIL 4TH QUARTER FY 70 WHEN USS SAINT PAUL
IS SCHEDULED TO DEPLOY. BARRING INCREASED DEPLOYMENTS FROM CINC-
LAME ASSETS, LOSS OF 17 DD IS EXPECTED TO RESULT IN A MAJOR REDUC-
TION IN THE NUMBER OF DD AVAILABLE FOR NGFS. THE LOSS OF THESE
SHIPS, C OUPLED WITH THE CONTINUING REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN NEARLY
FULLTIME NAVAL PRESENCE IN NEASIA (TF 71 AND TU 71.0.4), WILL
REDUCE THE AVAILABILITY OF NGFS DD'S SUBSTANTIALLY BY EARLY 1970.
UNQUOTE. IN SUMMARY HE CONCLUDED THAT THE CURTAILMENT ON SEASIA
OPC WOULD BE MOST SERIOUS IN THE AREAS OF NGFS, AMPHIBIOUS LIFT,
EASIA AIR OPS AND ASW.
3. (U) CONSIDERING THAT CINCPAC HAS ALREADY COMMENTED ON THE
NGFS REDUCTION, I DO N OT INTEND TO PRESS THIS MATTER ANY HIGHER.

UNQUOTE
16(2)GP-4

16(2)
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DECLASSIFIED 

o 0611?13rt~ Z VB 
. F't~ C G II I jJ A? 

TO C a'1U~iiJACV • 
C O~1N AV F ORV SECRET 
INFO CG F'MFPAC 
ZEN/COMNAVSUPPACI DNG 
ZEN/COM THIRD NCB DNG 
ZEM 
~ECRET 

FOR GEN ABRAMS AND VADM ZUM~JALT INF'O LTGENBUSE, 
RAnr1 potH-lER AND RADM DILL m; F'ROM LIGEN NICKERSON 

DAr·1AGE F'ROM ENEMY· ROCKET ATTACK (U) 
1. (C) "'HE F'OLLOvJlNG DA~1AGE ESrHUrTE IS PRELIMINARY 
AND \t/ILL BE REF'INED AS ESTIr1ATES ARE CONFIm·1ED AND 
AS EXAMINATIONS OF' SPECIFIC DAMAGES ARE COMPLETED. 
2. (C) III MAF CQ\1POUND: AT APPROX 020121 INITIAL 122MM 
ROCKET ATTACK RESULTED IN MINOR DAMAGE. AT APPROX 0300 
A 122!·1f1 ROCKET IMPACTED AT APPROX AT 047786 HI THEARVN 
M1t10 STORAGE POINT ADJACENT TO THE NSA COVERED STORAGE. 
'fHE AMMO pl THE BERM EXPLODED IN A SIN GLE LARGE 
SECONDARy \1HICl-f LEFT A CRATER OF' 100 TO 120 F'EET IN 
DIAMETER. THERE IJIERE NO F'URTHER' EXPLOSIONS OF' AMr10 
I['! ANy OF' THE ADJACENT BERr1S TO THE ONE IN l:!HICH THE 
PIT OCCURED. THIS EXPLOSION AND RESULTANT OVER PRESSURE 
~lAS RESPONSIBLE FOR BLAST DAMAGE AT r'Il r4AF HC-l MJD NSA 
AND FOR A FIRE AT NSA. IN THE III MAF' COMPOUND MODERATE T~ 
SEVERE DAMAGE ,TO: (1) ENLISTED MESS (2) SNCO MESS (3) HORN 
DASC (4)- H&S CO SUPPLY (5) CG QTRS (6) CIS QTRS (7) 0 MESS 
(8) VIP QTRS (9) G-1, G-6, FOR SURGEON OFFICE. MINOR DAMAGE TO 
ALL t00 's, SICK BAY AND DISBURSING OF'F'ICE. COC AND G-3 
REC EIVE!) S(]\1E STRUCT URAL DAr~A GE. OV ERALL ELECTR ICAl 
FIXTURE DM1AGE TO 75 PERCENT OF' CAMP. ALL F'ACILITIES 
EXCEPT THE VIP QTRS ARE USEABLE AND ARE MARGINALLY TO 
FULL" OPERATlOOAL AT THIS TIME WITH QUICK AND Hl SOr~E 
CASES TH1PORARY REPAIRS. ESTU1ATE COST OF' REPAIRS FOR III r4AF' 
C or~ P 0 UN D $ 100 , 000 • 00 • 
3. (C) NSA, COVERED STORAGE: 
A. APPROXIMATELY 80 - 100 BUTLER SUILDH1GS (40 BY 100 
EQ UIVAlENT U[\; IT S) A HE DAMA GED It] ITH DM~A GE VARYH] G 
F'Rot1 ~lHJOR TO ~EVERE. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 50 PERCENT 
R5::C E IV ED [1 Ol)ERATE DAi~ A GE. 
B. REEFERS: 50 PERCENT OF' THE CAPACITY IS DAt-1AGED FROi·] 
(l'J ODERA ';.'E T G SEV ERE. 
c. THE AIR CQ\)DITIONED :'WUSING FOR THE CO!l'lPUTER CEiHf::R 
IS fE'VE:'?~L ", ~i,\~A3S"". 
D. F IR[, (":A UC::-- Gi: l 8;~'S 0i~ 'T.'PlI":: ':.' 
0BE , ~ O~·. ~.l~ .. EN G~!:.U~G;..!..:: .....:TWOUQi.i;iU..::;OT~E5;,;.:.... _________ .. __ ~,;;.... 
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0 0619307 ZYH
FM CC III DAF
TO C OMUSMACV

SECRETCOMNAVFORV
INFO CG FMFPAC
ZEN/COMNAVSUPPACT DNG
ZEN/COM THIRD NCB DN G
ZEM
SECRET

FOR GEN ABRAMS AND VADM ZUMWALT INFO LTGEN BUSE,
RADM RONNER AND RADM DILLON FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

RECEIVED

116, SEP P.M.DAMAGE FROM ENEMY ROCKET ATTACK (U)
1. (C) THE FOLLOWING DAMAGE ESTIMATE IS PRELIMINARY
AND WILL BE REFINED AS ESTIMATES ARE CONFIRMED AND
AS EXAMINATIONS OF SPECIFIC DAMAGES ARE COMPLETED.
2. (C) III MAF COMPOUND: AT APPROX 0200 INITIAL 122MM
ROCKET ATTACK RESULTED IN MINOR DAMAGE. AT APPROX 0300
A 122MM ROCKET IMPACTED AT APPROX AT 047786 IN THE ARVN
AMMO STORAGE POINT ADJACENT TO THE NSA COVERED STORAGE.
THE AMMO IN THE BERM EXPLODED IN A SINGLE LARGE
SEC ON DA RY WHICH LEFT A CRATER OF 100 TO 120 FEET IN
DIAMETER. THERE WERE NO FURTHER EXPLOSIONS OF AMMO
IN ANY OF THE ADJACENT BERMS TO THE ONE IN WHICH THE
HIT OCCURED. THIS EXPLOSION AND RESULTANT OVER PRESSURE
WAS RESPONSIBLE F OR BLAST DAMAGE AT III MAF HQ AND NSA
AND FOR A FIRE AT NSA. IN THE III MAF COMPOUND MODERATE TO
SEVERE DAMAGE TO: (1) ENLISTED MESS (2) SNCO MESS (3) HORN
DA SC (4)- H&S C O SUPPLY (5) CG QIRS (6) C/S QTRS (7) 0 MESS
(8) VIP QTRS (9) G-1, G-6, F OR SURGE ON OFFICE. MINOR DAMAGE TO
ALL GOO'S, SICK BAY AND DISBURSING OFFICE. COC AND G-3
RECEIVED SOME STRUCTURAL DAMAGE. OVERALL ELECTRICAL
FIXTURE DAMAGE TO 75 PERCENT OF CAMP. ALL FACILITIES
EXCEPT THE VIP QTRS ARE USEABLE AND ARE MARGINALLY TO
FULLY OPERATIONAL AT THIS TIME WITH QUICK AND IN SOME
CASES TEMPORARY REPAIRS. ESTIMATE COST OF REPAIRS FOR III MAF
COMPOUND $100,000.00.
3. (C) NSA COVERED STORAGE:
A. APPROXIMATELY 80 - 100 BUTLER BUILDINGS (40 BY 100
EQUIVALENT UNITS) ARE DAMAGED WITH DAMAGE VARYING
FROM MINOR TO SEVERE. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 50 PERCENT
RECEIVED MODERATE DAMAGE.
B. REEFERS: 50 PERCENT OF THE CAPACITY IS DAMAGED FROM
MODERATE TO SEVERE.
C. THE AIR C GV DIT I ONED HOUSING FOR THE COMPUTER CENTER
Is SEVERELY DAMAGED.

17117
D. FIRE CAUSED COME LOSS OF SUPPLIES "OWEVER ESTIMATES
ARE NOT FIRM EN OUGH TO QUOTE.

17(1)
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• 
2:. (C) :H ~J;:A" AC;TIO,~' :'-\,1S '3':hlG T.~!{C;,l TO FORCE IPSUE 
:1S,?r7.:11 STOC~~:. SEALAiJD REEFER VANS HAVE BEEN PLACED IN 
USE, AND A REEFER SHIP IS BEING PRIVIDED TO HOLD REEFER' 
ST OCK UNTI L REPA I RS CAN BE MADE. IT IS EST IMATED THAT THE 
COMPUTER STRUCTURE WILL BE REPLACED AND BE OPERATIONAL 
4 g H OUR S F R mfj N Olrl • , 
5. (C) IH~Sg PRELIMHlARY DM1AGE ESTIMATES PRICE OUT 
H; THE RAfJGE OF HJO MILLIOi,!. THIS IS 
DE~I~ITELY OF DISASTER PROPORTIONS AND FAR 

EXCEEDFJG OUR ~lOR\'r1ALLY AVAILABLE r''lAINT~~1M)CE 
FUNDIN G. EXTRA ORDINARY t1EA SURE S \'1lLL HAVE TO BE 
Cor.JSIDERED IN REPAIRING A!\lD REPLACING PiE l'}Ar-1AGEn. 
AND ~ES~ROYZD FACILITIES, AND REALIZING THE CURRENT 
TIGHT SITUATIO~] oN ~nLCON FUNDS Mo'l CONS,lT:'ERING THE 
FOLLOHP1G REcO~1MEi~DATION s: 
A. J,liAT pRESE:·1TLY PLANNED CS R~DUCTIONS HI ICT'l QE 
liEL n UP urH IL DEC 69. 
=',. ItJE \-!ILL EXAMINE OUR REQUIREMr;;NTS TO REPLACE THS FULL 
LOSS AT ['lSA b!ITH A VIfi.;} TO A TAPERED, B'cREt·mrnAL REBUILD 
1flITH A PUILT IN REACTION PLAN TO RESPOND TO POSSIBLE 
FUTURE REDUcED REQUIREMENT S roaR Cor,1MON 8UP?ORT. 
f. (C) tilE l:'ILL LOOK OVER THE ARVM M-1M 0 SITUAT ION 
CAREFULLy AGAIN, SEEKING I.-JAYS TO REDUCE THZ RISK 
HJHERENT HJ THE RELATIVE POSITIONS Or THE HJO 
FAC ILITlES. LTGEN LAt1 AND I AGREE THAT ARV~.1 M1MO DUf·1P 
i'1UsT BE REM OVED. PROBLl£f1 IS TO tv.HAT OTHER AREA. 
7. AS STArED IN PAR 1 ALL THESE ESTIMATES ARE PR[LIMINARY 
IH'D r,1AY BE SUBJECT TO MAJOH REVISIONS. PLEASETR~AT THEM 
AS SUCH. I I.HLL FOLL0\1 \tJITH A SUPPLEME~lTARY REPORT, 
AT THE EARL IE'ST. 
s. tW 360735Z DELINEATES THE AREAS WHIC:-t t'lERE ATTACKED 
BY FIRE. AS I SEE IT, WE WERE HIT 8Y 42 ROCKETS, THE 
:'I10sT Ok' ',,'HlcH l,'JERE 122 CALIBER. INCLUDED IN THIS TOTAL 
~vAS AN A.'~TACK ON DANANG CITY HITH 5 ur~K TYPE ROCKETS, 
KILLING ·11 CIVILIANS AND I:I0UNDING 41 OTHERS •.. 
9. RE~RET THE PROBLEM WE CAUSED YOU BY OUR REPORTING. 
WPROVEt1EN r I S A SSURED. 1_~ARM REGARDS. 

GP-4 

2~O ~O:E: ~ELIVER I~MEDI~TELY 

720 
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(U) AT N CA ACTIO ARE BEING TAKEN TO FORCE ISSUE4.
REEPER STOCKS. SEALAND REEFER VANS HAVE BEEN PLACED IN
USE, AND A REEFER SHIP IS BEING PRIVIDED TO HOLD REEFER
STOCK UNTIL REPAIRS CAN BE MADE. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE
COMPUTER STRUCTURE WILL BE REPLACED AND BE OPERATIONAL
48 HOURS FROM NOW.
5. (C) THESE PRELIMINARY DAMAGE ESTIMATES PRICE OUT
IN THE RANGE OF TWO MILLION. THIS IS
DEGINITELY OF DISASTER PROPORTIONS AND FAR

EXCEEDING OUR N ORMALLY AVAILABLE MAINTENANCE
FUNDING. EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES WILL HAVE TO BE
CONSIDERED IN REPAIRING AND REPLACING THE DAMAGED
AND DESTROYED FACILITIES, AND REALIZING THE CURRENT
TIGHT SITUATION ON MILCON FUNDS AM CONSIDERING THE
FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS:
A. THAT PRESENTLY PLANNED CB REDUCTIONS IN ICTZ BE
HELD UP UNTIL DEC 69.
D. WE WILL EXAMINE OUR REQUIREMENTS TO REPLACE THE FULL
LOSS AT NSA WITH A VIEW TO A TAPERED, INCREMENTAL REBUILD
WITH A FUILT IN REACTION PLAN TO RESPOND TO POSSIBLE
FUTURE REDUCED REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMON SUPPORT.
F. (C) WE WILL LOOK OVER THE ARVN AMMO SITUATION
CAREFULLY AGAIN, SEEKING WAYS TO REDUCE THE RISK
INHERENT IN THE RELATIVE POSITIONS OF THE TWO
FACILITIES. LIGEN LAM AND I AGREE THAT ARVN AMMO DUMP
MUST BE REMOVED. PROBLEM IS TO WHAT OTHER AREA.
7. AS STATED IN PAR 1 ALL THESE ESTIMATES ARE PRELIMINARY
AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO MAJOR REVISIONS. PLEASE TREAT THEM
AS SUCH. I WILL FOLLOW WITH A SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT
AT THE EARLIEST.
8. MY 0607357 DELINEATES THE AREAS WHICH WERE ATTACKED
BY FIRE. AS I SEE IT, WE WERE HIT BY 42 ROCKETS, THE
MOST OF WHICH WERE 122 CALIBER. INCLUDED IN THIS TOTAL
WAS AN A T T A C K ON DANANG CITY WITH 5 UNK TYPE ROCKETS,
KILLING 11 CIVILIANS AND WOUNDING 41 OTHERS.
9. REGRET THE PROBLEM WE CAUSED YOU BY OUR REPORTING.
IMPROVEMENT IS ASSURED. WARM REGARDS.

1712)
GP-4

ESO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
72g
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2. GEM ROSSON ARR PHU BAI 010900H SEP69 AND WAS MET BY 
LTGEN ZAIS, CG XXIV CORPS AND MGEN BOWMAN, nCG, III MAY. 
THEV DEPARTED J=\V HELO AND ARR 3D MA.RDIV HQ, DONG HA , WHERE 
GEM ROSSON WA S MET RV M GEN JONES, CG 3D IIt1ARDlVI MGEN TRUONG; 

.,',CG 1ST ARVN nIV; AND COL (HAl, CO 2D ARVN REGT, 3D MARDIV 
i'\}iQ BRIEFED 00 THE ENEMY SIT UATION AND CURRENT OPERATIONS IN 
r:THE 3D NARDIV TAOR. COL GIAI FOLLOWED WITH A BRIEFING ON THE 
~' ENEMy SITUATION AND CURRENT OPERATIONS IN THE 2D ARVN REG! 
'TAOR, GEN ROSSO:'IJ ASKED WHAT WAS THE CIJRRENT ESTIMATE OF 

ENEMY FORCES IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DMZ (MUTTERS RIDGE), AND' 
WAS INFORMED THAT AN ESTIMATED TWO ENEMY BATTAL IONS WERE OPERA! ING 
IN THE AREA, HE THEN INQUIRED ABOUT THE DISPOSItION OF THE 
4~TH NVA REGT AND WAS TOLD THAT THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE TO 
INnICATE THEIR PRESENCE IN THE AREA, GEN ROSSON ASKED COl. 
GIAl IF THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE NVA INDEPENDENCE REPRESENTED 
AN INCREASED THREAT PERIOD. C(l. GIAt STATED THAT THERE WOlLD 
PROBA~l Y BE AND INCREASE (F ATTACKS BY FIRE IN THE TAOR. GEN 
ROSSON ASKEn IF· THERE HAD BEEN ANY INCREASE IN ACTS OF TERRORISM 
OF AM8UsHES IN THE GENERAL AREA. ANSWER WAS NEGATIVE. GEH 
JONES THEN BRIEFED ON FUTURE OPERAT IONS. GEN ZAIS CONGRATULATED 
THE 3D MARINES Cfi THEIR MOBIL lTV AND QUICK REACTION 
ARoUND MUTTERS RIDGE. 
3. GEN ROSSOO DEPARTED 3D MARDIV HQ 011050H AND ARR C-2 
A1' 0 11100H WHERE HE WA S MET BY THE 138 CO· S OF 5/2, II 61 ARV~, 
AND 1/5 ARVN INF, HE RECEIVED AN UPDATE BRIEFING ON CURRENT 
OPERATIONS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE AO·S, HE ASKED IF THE ARVN IIERE 
UslN G THE APC' S, AND THE ANSWER VA S AFF IRMAT tVE. H£ THEM 
ASKED AFOUT AIR MOBILE: OPs IN THE AREA AND WAS TOLD THAT ONt V 
ONE: cOMPANV OPERATION HAD BEEN CONDUCTED. HE INQUIRED ABOUt 
REc ON PATROt S IN THE DMZ AND GEN JONES EXPLA INED T HE CURRENT 
REcON EF'F ORT. 

I 4. GEN ROSSOO DEPARTED C-2 AT 011130H ANn ARR CAMP ELL IOTT 

I 
COMBAT BASE AT 011135H WHERE HE WAS MET BY en.. SIMLAK, co 

I OF THE 3D MARINES. HE WAS GIVEN AN UPDATE BRIEFING ON CURRE~~T 
, OPERATIONS IN THE AO. GEN ROSSON ASKED eOL GIAI IF HE HAD ANV 

TROOPS OPERATING IN THE 3D MARINES AREA. AND ea.. GIA I REPLIED 
NEGATIVE. HE ASKED A'POUT A PRISONER WHO WAS CAPTURED BY THE 
3D MARINES AND 'WHAT INTELLIGENCE HE HAD PRODUCED. COl SIMLAK 
STATED THAT THE PRlS(JJi:B HAD 1ll,D leATED AN lliCREASJtD EFFORT ON 

I THE PART OJl' THE ENEMY TO Ilf!ftDICT RT ,. . ' 
i 5. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED CAMP ELL 10TT AT 011200H AND ARR BACK AT 
i 3D MARDIV HG AT 011210H. F OL1.0WING LUNCH IN THE CG'S MESS, HE 
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P 884122 ZFF-6
FM CG III.MAF
TO COMUSKCOMUSMACV
INFO CG USARV
ZEM
SECRET/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
A. COMUSMACV 32267 DIG 301105Z MAY69
1. F OL SUBMITTED IAW REF A.-

2. GEN ROSS ON ARR PHU BAI 010900H SEP69 AND WAS MET BY
LIGEN ZAIS, CG XXIV CORPS AND MGEN BOWMAN, DC G, III MAF.
THEY DEPARTED BY HEL O AND ARR 3D MARDIV HQ, DONG HA WHERE
GEN ROSSON WAS MET BY MGEN JONES, CG 3D MARDIV; MGEN TRUONG;
CG 1ST ARVN DIV; AND COL GIAI, CO 2D ARVN REGT, 3D MARDIV
HO BRIEFED ON THE ENEMY SITUATION AND CURRENT OPERATIONS IN
THE 3D NARDIV TAOR. COL GIAI FOLLOWED WITH A BRIEFING ON THE
ENEMY SITUATION AND CURRENT OPERATIONS IN THE 2D ARVN RE GT

TAOR, GEN ROSSON ASKED WHAT WAS THE CURRENT ESTIMATE OF
ENEMY FORCES IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DMZ (MUTTERS RIDGE), AND
WAS INFORMED THAT AN ESTIMATED TWO ENEMY BATTALIONS WERE OPERATING
IN THE AREA, HE THEN INQUIRED ABOUT THE DISPOSITION OF THE
46TH NV A REG AND WAS TOLD THAT THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE TO
INDICATE THEIR PRESENCE IN THE AREA, GEN ROSSON ASKED COL
GIAI IF THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE NVA INDEPENDENCE REPRESENTED
AN INCREASED THREAT PERIOD. C OL GIAI STATED THAT THERE WOULD
PROBABLY BE AND INCREASE OF ATTACKS BY FIRE IN THE TAOR. GEN
ROSSON ASKED IF THERE HAD BEEN ANY INCREASE IN ACTS OF TERRORISM
OF AMBUSHES IN THE GENERAL AREA. ANSWER WAS NEGATIVE. GEN
JONES THEN BRIEFED ON FUTURE OPERATIONS. GEN ZAIS CONGRATULATED
THE 3D MARINES ON THEIR MOBILITY AND QUICK REACTION
AROUND MUTTERS RIDGE.
3. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED 3D MARDIV HO 011050H AND ARR C-2
AT 011100H WHERE HE WAS MET BY THE BN CO'S OF 5/2, 1/61 ARVN,
AND 1/5 ARVN INF, HE RECEIVED AN UPDATE BRIEFING ON CURRENT
OPERATIONS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE AO'S, HE ASKED IF THE ARVN WERE
USING THE APC'S, AND THE ANSWER WAS AFFIRMATIVE. HE THEN
ASKED ABOUT AIR MOBILE OPS IN THE AREA AND WAS TOLD THAT ONLY
ONE COMPANY OPERATION HAD BEEN CONDUCTED. HE INQUIRED ABOUT
REC ON PATROLS IN THE DMZ AND GEN JONES EXPLAINED THE CURRENT
RECON EFF ORT.
4. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED C-2 AT 011130H AND ARR CAMP ELLIOTT
COMBAT BASE AT 011135H WHERE HE WAS MET BY COL SIMLAK, CO
OF THE 3D MARINES. HE WAS GIVEN AN UPDATE BRIEFING ON CURRENT
OPERATIONS IN THE AO. GEN ROSSON ASKED COL GIAI IF HE HAD ANY
TROOPS OPERATING IN THE 3D MARINES AREA, AND COL GIAI REPLIED
NEGATIVE. HE ASKED ABOUT A PRISONER WHO WAS CAPTURED BY THE
3D MARINES AND WHAT INTELLIGENCE HE HAD PRODUCED. COL SIMLAK
STATED THAT THE PRISONER HAD INDICATED AN INCREASED EFFORT ON
THE PART OF THE ENEMY TO INTERDICT RT 9.
5. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED CAMP ELLIOTT AT 011200H AND ARR BACK AT
3D MARDIV HQ AT 011210H. FOLLOWING LUNCH IN THE CG'S MESS, HE
DEPARTED AT 011240H FOR PHU BAI ARRIVING AT 011305H. HE

24 (1)DEPARTED IMMEDIATELY FOR TSN.
qp-4
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SEC RET EYES ONL Y FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
TEMADDO; CASE OF LTCOL A.M. GRAY JR "55057/0802/0302 USMC 
A. CG MCDEC 211300Z JULE;9 
B. CMC 2222~"Z JUL69 
C. My !{J6!{J436Z AUG69 
D. MY !(J60438Z AUG69 
E. CG MCDEC TEMADDO 46/2/CFC:THD OF 16JUL69 
1. REFS A AND B OUTLINE PROBLEM AREAS AND ACTIONS TAKEN AT 
THE CMC, CG fttCDEC AND DCPG LEVEL REGARDING OUR CRITICAL 
INTELLIGENCE, SU~EILLANCE AND REC0'4NAISSANCE REQUIREMENTS 
IN ICTZ. PAR TEN REF A ADV ISED THAT LTC CL GRA Y WOULD 
ACcOMPANY A OCPG TEAM DURING LATE JULY VISIT AND THAT, AT 
cONCLUSION OF VISIT, WOULD, REMA IN FOR PERIOD APPROXIMATELY 
ONE ftt ONTH IN CON JUNCTION WITH UPDAT ING COMBAT SURVEILLANCE 
DOCTRINE. 
2. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TWO SUBSEQUENT VIS!'fS TO MACV FOR 
FURTHER DISCUSSH1~S O'J SURVEiLLANCE PROBLEMS, LTCOL GRAY·S 
CONTRIBUTION TO THEMACV QfIIR FOR ADP SUPPORT AND THE 
INTERRELATED TACTICAL SURVEILLANCE SystEM WAS CULMINATED BY 
MY,APPROJAL OF REFS C AND D- ON 6 AUGUST. ACCORDINGLY, LTCOL 
GRAY UNDERTO(){ A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF OUR INTELLIGENCE, 
SURVEILLANCE AND REcCWNAISSANCE OPERATIONS PURSUANT TO 
Ca..LECTING DATA FOR DOCTRINAL UPDATE. ' 
3. AS YOU WILL RECALL FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS DURING YOUR LAST 
VISIT, I MENTIONED IHE iNVALUABLE ASSET OF HAVING A MCDEC 
OFFICER ABOARD DURING THIS CRITICAL PERIOD AND THAT I HAD 
REQUESTED LTCOL GRAY TO ASSIST THE G-2 IN THE FORMULATION OF 
A DyNAMIC AND tNTEGRAT£D INTELLIGENCE, SURVEILLANCE AND 
RECnVNAIsSANCE PLAN THAT WE COULD IMPLEMENT ASAP. I CONSIDER 
TH IS TO BE A MATTE:R (F :EXTREME URGENCY IN V lEW OF CURRENT 
ANn Ii' ORECASTED PLANN IN G REGARDIN G FORCE STRUCTURE AND POST URE. 
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0 081445Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
S E C R E T EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
TEMADDO; CASE OF LTC OL A. M. GRAY JR 056067/0802/0302 USMC
A. CG MCDEC 211300Z JUL69
B. CMC 222207Z JUL69
C. MY 0604362 AUG69
D. MY 0604382 AUG69
E. CG MCDEC TEMADDO 46/2/CFC:THD OF 16JUL69
1. REF S A AND B OUTLINE PROBLEM AREAS AND ACTIONS TAKEN AT
THE CMC, CG MCDEC AND DCPG LEVEL REGARDING OUR CRITICAL
INTELLIGENCE, SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE REQUIREMENTS
IN ICTZ. PAR TEN REF A ADVISED THAT LTC OL GRAY WOULD
ACCOMPANY A DC PG TEAM DURING LATE JULY VISIT AND THAT, AT
CONCLUSION OF VISIT, WOULD REMAIN FOR PERIOD APPROXIMATELY
ONE M ON TH IN CONJUNCTION WITH UPDATING COMBAT SURVEILLANCE

RECEIVEDDOCTRINE.
2. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TWO SUBSEQUENT VISITS TO MACV FOR 9 SEPA.MFURTHER DISCUSSIONS ON SURVEILLANCE PROBLEMS, LTCOL GRAY'S
CONTRIBUTION TO THE MACV QMR FOR ADP SUPPORT AND THE
INTERRELATED TACTICAL SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM WAS CULMINATED BY
MY APPROVAL OF REF S C AND D ON 6 AUGUST. ACCORDINGLY, LTCOL
GRAY UNDERTOOK A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF OUR INTELLIGENCE,
SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE OPERATIONS PURSUANT TO
COLLECTING DATA F OR DOCTRINAL UPDATE.
3. AS YOU WILL RECALL FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS DURING YOUR LAST
VISIT, I MENTIONED THE INVALUABLE ASSET OF HAVING A MCDEC
OFFICER ABOARD DURING THIS CRITICAL PERIOD AND THAT I HAD
REQUESTED LTC OL GRAY TO ASSIST THE G-2 IN THE FORMULATION OF
A DYNAMIC AND INTEGRATED INTELLIGENCE, SURVEILLANCE AND
RECONNAISSANCE PLAN THAT WE COULD IMPLEMENT ASAP. I CONSIDER
THIS TO BE A MATTER OF EXTREME URGENCY IN VIEW OF CURRENT

2911AND FORECASTED PLANNING REGARDING FORCE STRUCTURE AND POSTURE.
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--:r.-DURINS THE PAST FOUR WEEKS, LTCCL GRAY, WORKING IN CLOs&-__ 
CONCERT WITH THE G-2, HAS DEVELOPED AN,) INTEGRATED, ALL SOURCE 
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND REC CNNA ISSA'NCE CONCEPT WHICH I PLAN TO 
INPLEMENT IN THE NEAR FUTURE. ADDITIONALLY, HE HAS WORKED 
WITH OUR pEOPLE TO: 

A. DEVaop A QUICK-FIX FORMATTED FILE SYSTEM TO PlTT 
CRITICAL INTELLIGENCE DATA IN THE FLC COMPUTER SYstEM. 

B. PROJIDE KEY SUGGESTIONS WHICH, UPON IMPLEMENTATION, 
HAVE ALREADY UPGRADED OUR SI/URS PROGRAM. 

C. MATERIALLY ASSIST THE INTEGRATED SENSOR/SURVEILLANCE 
EFFORT. 
5. A PROBLEM HAS ·ARISEN WHEREIN LTcaL GRAY·S TAD ORDERS 
(REF E), WHICH READ EFFECTIVE 21 JULY 1969 FOR PERIOD OF 
THIRTY DAYS, HAVE NOW EXPIRED. IN THIS REGARD, AN INTERIM 
AND UNCLASSIFIED pROGRESS ~EPORT WAS SUBMITTED TO THE 
DEvELOPMENT CENTER VIA LUTER ON 16 AUGUST. THIS LETTER 

; BRIEFLY--lE_-SCRIBEn--Sl~tT11nF PROJECTS A~Nn-EFr-oRr,.-:-Alm REQUESIED~ 
AN EXTEN'Sloo - ct- APPROXIMATELY THREE WEE'KS (THROUGH 12--- -. - , 
sEPTEMBER) FINISH THE JOB. UNFORTUNATEL Y, THIS REPORT 
APPARENTLY HAS N or BEEN RECE IVED. HENCE A RETROACT IVE 
EXTENSION IS REQUIRED. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST LTCOL GRAY·S 
ORDERS BE MODIFIED TO READ FOR PERIOD APPROX SIXTY DAYS HJ 
ORDER TO C(Jo1PLETE FINALIZATION OF OUR TOTAL PLAN. REQUEST 
yOU cWER ME SO THAT LTCa.. GRAY REMAINS HERE UNTIL 16 
SEPTEMBER TO C(lVIPLETE AFOREMENTIONED ACTIONS. PLAN WOULD BE 
FOR HIM TO RETURN TO QUANT IC 0 BY 21 SEPTEMBER WITH PROVI SIONS 
FOR ONE TO TWO DA Y STOP a1ER AT YOUR HQS FOR DEBRIEF. 
WARM REGARDS. LTGEN N ICKERSOO 
GP-4 

_~ut. 

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE F OR TRANS­
MISSION ONt Y DELIVER 
DURING WORKING HOURS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

4. DURING THE PAST FOUR WEEKS, LTC OL GRAY, WORKING IN CLOSE
CONCERT WITH THE G-2, HAS DEVELOPED AN INTEGRATED, ALL SOURCE
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCEO CONCEPT WHICH I PLAN TO
INPLEMENT IN THE NEAR FUTURE. ADDITIONALLY, HE HAS WORKED
WITH OUR PEOPLE TO:

A. DEV EL OP A QUICK-FIX FORMATTED FILE SYSTEM TO PUT
CRITICAL INTELLIGENCE DATA IN THE FLC COMPUTER SYSTEM.

B. PROVIDE KEY SUGGESTIONS WHICH, UPON IMPLEMENTATION,
HAVE ALREADY UPGRADED OUR SI/URS PROGRAM.

C. MATERIALLY ASSIST THE INTEGRATED SENSOR/SURVEILLANCE
EFFORT.
5. A PROBLEM HAS ARISEN WHERE IN LTCOL GRAY'S TAD ORDERS
(REF E), WHICH READ EFFECTIVE 21 JULY 1969 FOR PERIOD OF
THIRTY DAYS, HAVE NOW EXPIRED. IN THIS REGARD, AN INTERIM
AND UNCLASSIFIED PROGRESS REPORT WAS SUBMITTED TO THE
DEVELOPMENT CENTER VIA LETTER ON 16 AUGUST. THIS LETTER
BRIEFLY DESCRIBED STATUS OF PROJECTS AND EFFORT, AND REQUESTED
AN EXTENSION OF APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS (THROUGH 12
SEPTEMBER) FINISH THE JOB. UNFORTUNATELY, THIS REPORT
APPARENTLY HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED. HENCE A RETROACTIVE
EXTENSION IS REQUIRED. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST LTC OL GRAY'S
ORDERS BE MODIFIED TO READ FOR PERIOD APPROX SIXTY DAYS IN
ORDER TO COMPLETE FINALIZATION OF OUR TOTAL PLAN. REQUEST
YOU COVER ME SO THAT LTC OL GRAY REMAINS HERE UNTIL 16
SEPTEMBER TO COMPLETE AFOREMENTIONED ACTIONS. PLAN WOULD BE
FOR HIM TO RETURN TO QUANT IC BY 21 SEPTEMBER WITH PROVISIONS
FOR ONE TO TWO DAY STOP OVER AT YOUR HQS FOR DEBRIEF.
WARM REGARDS. LTGEN NICKERSON
GP-4

SS0 NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANS-
MISSION ONLY DELIVER

29(2)DURING WORKING HOURS
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I I: C R I T lEVIS ONLY nOR •• ABRAMS INFO LTGEN tAIS 
FROM LT •• NICKERSON 

I SUIJI OPE.ArlOlS II AS"AU VA1.LEY(S) . 
: I.TH! A".ROACH CF THE NORTHEAST "'ONSOON AND THE MILITARV AND 
· 1"«'ltl0A1. I"P1.ICATlatS OF <PERATING 1M THE ASHAU VALLEY DICTATE 
: tHAT VI TAKE A HARD LOOK AT P1.ANS FOR FUTURE OPERATIOHS II tHE 
· I6HAU. THE 'lI.LOVl". IS A BIUEF DISCUSSJ CIt 0' THE 81 GNIFICANT .ND 
: IlVUSE 'ACTORS WHIClf .,'ECT DECISION IN REGARD TO ASHAU. . 
I A. HEAVIIST RAIN'ALL OCCURS II ICTZ DURING THE PERIOD SEPTDlBER-
i NCPllMerR. HOWEVER, 'LYIIS COIDITIONS ARI POOREST DURING THE PtRIOD 
: IBEMKR-rEIRUARY DU! TO THE CRACKI" WHICH BRINGS WIDESPREAD 
I a..OUDIIESS. POOR VISI BlLITY AND DRIZZLE, CEILII. ARE USUALLY 
: UNDIR ". FliT. VITH 'RUlir.,t USE OF NAVI GATIONAL AIDS, 'SI REIDEZVOUS 
· CAl. MAINTAINED lITO IOVr,..R. [SP[clAlLY AFTER IIOV£ltB£R. AIR 

roUPPLY AND SUPPORT WOOL» BE CONSIDERABLY HAMPERED BY WEATHER 
COtIDITIOIS! PRICLUDlla ntMEDIATI REACTION AND REINfORCEMENT 
WiD MD IJF REQUIRED. 
B. RlDEPLOYMDTS ALREADY COMPLETED AND FURTHER IMPENDING REDEPLOY­

i rt:NTS DICTA'E StRI •• ,1T tCOIOMY 0' FORcr flEASUR!S. USE or RECOI 
i. M D SURVIILLMCE SCRIINS Iff THE VESTERN AREAS t _ WITH OfFENSIVE (PER-
I II'I,.S LAUNCHID OILY WHEI "A.IOR ENEfIJY UNITS Am: FU ... 'LY LOCATED, CON­

SfITUT£ OlE SUCH "EASURE. 
c. ACCILERAtED PACIFICATIOI CAMPAIGN REQUIRES MAXIMUM SUPPORT. THE 
ElIIMY IS.COIeE.TRATt •• 01 DISRUPTION OF TH! PACIFICATION PROSRAMI 
_tUI UJlDT 'OR FRIENDLY rORCES TO THWART ENEMV EFrORTS IN THIS 

I lIt6ARD IS ROR! CRITICAL THAI EVER. 
n.. 1.lST .M (AM) CPIS II TN! ASHAU HAVE EEN SUCCESSfUL II DENY­
ING VALLIY to TH! £NIMY AS A NORTH-SOUTH LaC. THE ENE!'IY HAS REACttD 
~ USI.I All ALT[RIATI ROUTI II LAOS 8Y-PASSlla THE ASH AU • ENEMY 
WOULD ,ROBABLY AGAII USI THE ASHAU AS AN INfILTRATION AND LOGISTICS 
l.CC l' IT VERt EVACUATED IY 'RIENDLY roRCts. HORVER. IN VU:V r:I 
1M! CHAlG! II IIDlY STRATlcrt AND tACTICS, IT IS UNLIKELY TNAT ABHAU 
WILL ASSUIII THI SANE STRATEGIC IPJPORTAICI TO HIPI THAT IT HAS II THE 
PAST • 
E. CCIISIDERAILI "'ORt MAS .'1 EXPENDED Oft TME KVlLO,"!"T aF 
FlB·S RbDlZVOUS AID a.AZI AID RYE '47. OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE 
OJ Ifl r'lP)ofO(JI DORIS COIIYI""S THAT. ALTHOUGH THE ROOtE FROM CAMP 

'5' BLAtE COULD .D£ KIPT OP£N WITH tUIOR IN ~~"'v. 
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1007082 IFF
MCC MAF DR &
TO COMUSMACV
INFO C G XXIV CORPS PHB
ZEM

/EYES ONLY/FOR GEN ABRAMS INFO LIGEN ZAIS
FROM LT GEN NICKERSON
SUBJ8 OPERATIONS IN ASHAU VALLEY(S)
1. THE APPROACH OF THE NORTHEAST MONSOON AND THE MILITARY AND
POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF OPERATING IN THE ASHAU VALLEY DICTATE
THAT WE TAKE A HARD LOOK AT PLANS FOR FUTURE OPERATIONS IN THE
ASHAU. THE FOLLOWING IS A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE SIGNIFICANT AND
DIVERSE FACTORS WHICH AFFECT DECISION IN RE GARD TO ASHAU.
A. HEAVIEST RAINFALL OCCURS IN ICTZ DURING THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER-
NOVEMBER. HOWEVER, FLYING CONDITIONS ARE POOREST DURING THE PERIOD
DECEMBER-FEBRUARY DUE TO THE CRACHIN WHICH BRINGS WIDESPREAD
CLOUDINESS, POOR VISIBILITY AND DRIZZLE: CEILINGS ARE USUALLY
UNDER 589 FEET. WITH PRUDENT USE OF NAVIGATIONAL AIDS, FSB RENDEZVOUS
CAN BE MAINTAINED INTO NOVEMBER. ESPECIALLY AFTER NOVEMBER, AIR
RESUPPLY AND SUPPORT WOULD BE CONSIDERABLY HAMPERED BY WEATHER
CONDITIONS, PRECLUDING IMMEDIATE REACTION AND REINFORCEMENT
WHEN AND IF REQUIRED.
B. REDEPLOYMENTS ALREADY COMPLETED AND FURTHER IMPENDING REDEPLOY-
MENTS DICTATE STRINGENT ECONOMY OF FORCE MEASURES. USE OF RECON
AND SURVEILLANCE SCREENS IN THE WESTERN AREAS, WITH OFFENSIVE OPER-
ATIONS LAUNCHED ONLY WHEN MAJOR ENEMY UNITS ARE FIRMLY LOCATED, CON-
STITUTE ONE SUCH MEASURE.
C. ACCELERATED PACIFICATION CAMPAI GN REQUIRES MAXIMUM SUPPORT. THE
ENEMY IS CONCENTRATING ON DISRUPTION OF THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM ;
REQUIREMENT FOR FRIENDLY FORCES TO THWART ENEMY EFFORTS IN THIS
REGARD IS MORE CRITICAL THAN EVER.
D. 101ST ABM (AM) OPNS IN THE ASHAU HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN DENY-
ING VALLEY TO THE ENEMY AS A NORTH-SOUTH LOC. THE ENEMY HAS REACTED
BY USING AN ALTERNATE ROUTE IN LAOS BY-PASSING THE ASHAU. ENEMY
WOULD PROBABLY AGAIN USE THE ASHAU AS AN INFILTRATION AND LOGISTICS
LOC IF IT WERE EVACUATED BY FRIENDLY FORCES. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF
THE CHANGE IN ENEMY STRATEGY AND TACTICS, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ASHAU
WILL ASSUME THE SAME STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE TO HIM THAT IT HAS IN THE
PAST.
E. CONSIDERABLE EFFORT NAS BEEN EXPENDED ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
FSB'S RENDEZVOUS AND BLAZE AND RTE 547. OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE
DURING TYPHOON DORIS CONFIRMS THAT, ALTHOUGH THE ROUTE FROM CAMP
EAGLE IO FSB BLAZE COULD DE KEPT OPEN WITH MINOR INTERRUPTIONS,

3361
BLAZE TO RESERVOUS COULD NOT BE KEPT

HAJOR EFFERT.WITHOUT
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,.-.-1II1.AlCI fI 'RiEDLY -fnea-ff-THIDRII. !\tiff THOUIN LIIIITlD-;-l 
... 11.1 NO ...... 111."_111 II IMI IVUT tHt: IIIIT .-
elDED to NAl! A MAJOR E"ORT IN TH! VALLEY. THE COST 0' MOVING ! 
IW:K liTO THE VAl.l.EY, ONCE IT HAS BEEN EVACUATED. "IfIlT BE CON- I 
SIDERAILY mATIR. . - - - - n____ -; 

: $a l' THE P!JIIY DECIDED TO MOVE 4GAIIST REND£ZVOUS IN STRENGTH, 
I WITHOUT. A DrulT VE COULD HOLD It, ALTHOUGH AT A COST. DURIN' 
J ADVUSE WEATHER, .'A1'ER THAI MI{I{T NORMALLY BE TH! CASE. NEVER­
i 1{! LESS, WI tl1C1iT • SUB.£CT TO QUESTIONING, A LA KHE SANK, 
I ccaCEftIIllS TH! STRATEGIC SIaNll"ICAICE OF RENDEZVOUS. 
i H. 5UU.,IIID 1iSTALLATIOIS, ES'tctALLY II THt FAR VESTERN REACHES, 

IEPRIS!NT A TtMPTIN 8 TARCET TO THE EIIMY. HE COULD BRII6 PROLO.atD 
. ~SURETO BEAR AGAINST RENDEZVC)uS IN AN EF'ORT TO'ORC! US TO 

PULL FRIENDLY FORe!S AWAY 'R~ P4CIFICATIOISUPPORT. 
I I. WE HAVE PAID A PRIer FOR THE .sHAU, IT NOW BELONGS TO us. IF 

WE lOW DECIDE TO EVACUATE THE VALLEY REGARDLESS OF ANY TACTICAL 
CONSIDERATIc.S, WE COULD IE SUB.l:CTt6 TO QUESTIONING CONCERNIIG 
1K! WIIDCft or tHE PRIC! WE HAVE PAID. 
2. THI , OLL OWHf G ARl FO-RCIS DEPLOYED IN TIi! ASKAU AREA I 
A. 'SB RDD£ZVOUS AN D VALLEY, lSf.)[ CJ»; 1 US 1'" IN (REIN'), I ARVN 
IN, Bt, I OS CAY StDN COISISTING 0' HQSt Z CAY TROOPS, AND I TARX 
PLATOal. I ARVI CAY TIP. , US ARTY STRYS. 1 ARYN ARTY BTRY. 
B. 'S8 .. AZE AND ALOMG RT! ''-7 TO WEST OF BLAZE, 1 US II' BtU 1 
TMK CO, .. ARTY BTftYS. . 
c. PRIOR TO ., SEll, TKE MlCHA'UZtD FORCES WILL IE WITHDRAWN '10M 
_MAU LIlVl.'. I BDE HtS, 2 US lit' 8NS, I ARYl Iff' BN, 3 US ARTY 

.B1'RYS, AMD I ARVI ARTY STRY. RENAIMINB FORCE WILL BE SUPPORTED 
g( IROUND AI)) AIR Loo «s. 
3. MEt. ZAIS .ID 1 HAV! CONSULTED IN THIS REGARD, AID W£ AGREf • 
• TER C(JISIDlftATIOI 01 ALL 'ACTOWS t THAT A I'E.AIEIT PftESEICE IN 
ISKAU DURll. TKE "GlSOOl IS IIITHI:R ."'lUD lOR III OUR lEST LONG 
MII.IITOUT. 
4\ ,sa RDDZVOUS WILL BE DlSESTA8LlSKID AND FORC!SWITHDRAVN FR(JII 
'liE ASHAU .0 LATER THAI 31 OCTOBtR. CPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUCT!D 
IN ASHAD DEPDDEIT .,01 I.TILLI.IICE, WEATHIR COIDITIOIS AID 
~AILABILITT ., 'OICIS. 'II .. Aft WILL E "AI.TAIIED AS A RECOI 
MS! AND TO )tERlnT IITERDICTION OF THE ASKAU BY ARTY 'IRE. ;:>1, 
• 3:1..('< __ III.~J:' &1"1 1 •• HATELY ~ 
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F. MAINTERANCE OF FRIENDLY FORCES IN THE ASHAU, EVEN THOUGH LIMITED,
WOULD EASE PROBLEMS OF INFORCEMENT IN THE EVENT THE ENEMY DE-
CIDED TO MAKE A MAJOR EFFORT IN THE VALLEY. THE COST OF MOVING
BACK INTO THE VALLEY, ONCE II HAS BEEN EVACUATED, MIGHT BE CON-
SIDERABLY GREATER.
Go IF THE ENEMY DECIDED TO MOVE AGAINST RENDEZVOUS IN STRENGTH,
WITHOUT, A DOUBT WE COULD HOLD IT, ALTHOUGH AT A COST, DURING
ADVERSE WEATHER, GREATER THAN MIGHT NORMALLY BE THE CASE. NEVER-
THE LESS, WE MIGHT BE SUBJECT TO QUESTIONING, A LA KHE SANH,
CONCERNING THE STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE OF RENDEZVOUS.
H. SEMI-FIXED INSTALLATIONS, ESPECIALLY IN THE FAR WESTERN REACHES,
REPRESENT A TEMPTING TARGET TO THE ENEMY. HE COULD BRING PROLONGED
PRESSURE TO BEAR AGAINST RENDEZVOUS IN AN EFFORT TO FORCE US TO
PULL FRIENDLY FORCES AWAY FROM PACIFICATION SUPPORT.
I. WE HAVE PAID A PRICE FOR THE ASHAU; IT NOW BELONGS TO US. IF
WE NOW DECIDE TO EVACUATE THE VALLEY, REGARDLESS OF ANY TACTICAL
CONSIDERATIONS, WE COULD BE SUBJECTED TO QUESTIONING CONCERNING
THE WISDOM OF THE PRICE WE HAVE PAID.
2. THE FOLLOWING ARE FORCES DEPLOYED IN THE ASHAU AREA:
A. FSB RENDEZVOUS AND VALLEY: 1BDE CP : 1 US INF BN (REINF); I ARVN
INF BN ; 1 US CAV SQDN CONSISTING OF HQS, 2 CAV TROOPS, AND I TANK
PLATOON; I ARVN CAV TRP; 5 US ARTY BTRYS; 1 ARV N ARTY BTRY.
B. FSB BLAZE AND ALONG RTE 547 TO WEST OF BLAZE: 1 US INF BN: 1
TANK CO1 4 ARTY BTRYS.
C. PRIOR TO 15 SEP, THE MECHANIZED FORCES WILL BE WITHDRAWN FROM
ASH AU LEAVING: 1 BDE HQS; 2 US INF BNS; 1 ARVN INF BN : 3 US ARTY
BT RYS ; AND I ARVN ARTY BIRY. REMAINING FORCE WILL BE SUPPORTED
BY GROUND AND AIR LOC'S.
3 MEL ZAIS AND I HAVE CONSULTED IN THIS REGARD, AND WE AGREE,
AFTER CONSIDERATION OF ALL FACTORS, THAT A PERMANENT PRESENCE IN
ASHAU DURING THE MONSOON IS NEITHER REQUIRED NOR IN OUR BEST LONG
RAN GE INTEREST.
4 FSB RENDZVOUS WILL BE DISESTABLISHED AND FORCES WITHDRAWN FROM
THE ASHAU NO LATER THAN 31 OCTOBER. OPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED
IN ASHAU DEPENDENT UP ON INTELLIGENCE, WEATHER CONDITIONS AND
ACAILABILITY OF FORCES. FSB BLAZE WILL BE MAINTAINED AS A RECON
BASE AND TO PERMIT INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU BY ARTY FIRE.
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ECRET

PITSZYUH RHMMAFA1229 2530710-SSSS0RHMSMVA RUMUGKD RUNNEMA
UMUFGA RUALMPA.
NY SSSSS
10071 SEP 69 ZFF-6

FM CG III MAF
TO 8HMSMVAPCOMUSMACU
APUMUGKO/COMNAVFORV
NFO RUHNFMA/CG FMFPAC

IFGAPCOMNAVSUPPACT DNG
RUMLMPA/COM THIRD NCB
BT
S E C R E I/FOR GEN ABRAMS AND VADM ZUMWALI, INFO
LIGEN BUSE, RADM BONNER AND RADM DILLON FROM
LIGEN HICKERSON
SUPPLEMENTARY DAMAGE REPORT sus
Do MY 0610307 SEP 69
Do (S) THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE EXPLOSION OF SEPT
SIXTH HAS BEEN FURTHER DEFINED AND OUR PRICE ESTIMATES
REFINED SOMEWHAT. THE COST ESTIMATE OF TWO MILLION
IN REF R STILL APPEARS VALID AND WE SHOULD
NOT EXCEED THAT FIGURE.
20 (S) UPDATE IO DAMAGES
Ro III MAF HQTRS. THE ENLISTED MESS IS IN DANGER OF

PAGE 2 RMMMAFA 1229 C R E I/FOR
COLLAPSE AND MAY BE A TOTAL LOSS. OTHERWISE THE
ESTIMATE OF $100,000 REMAINS VALID AND REPAIRS ARE
IN PROGRESS.
Bo AT NSA WE HAVE TO REVISE THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF
DAMAGE SOMEWHAT ALMOST 100 PERCENT OF THE WAREHOUSE
BUILDINGS SUFFERED SOME DAMAGE, ABOUT 50 PERCENT
MINOR AND ANOTHER 50 PERCENT MODERATE TO SEVERE.
THE REEFER LOSS CAME TO 45 PERCENT OF PRE-ATTACK
CAPACITY OR ABOUT 236 THOUSAND CUBIC FEET LOST SOME
COMPONENTS OF THE DAMAGED REEFERS WILL BE SALVAGEABLE
BUT WE CANNOT QUOTE AT THIS TIME.
30 (5) PLANS FOR RECOVERY ARE COMPLETE AND WE COMMENCE
18 SEPT. WE HAVE CHOSEN AN ALTERNATIVE: INAT GIVES US
ALMOST ALL THE SPACE BACK, HOWEVER HE-HAVE CUT CORNERS
BY REPLACING STANDARD BUTLER SIDING WITH CORRUGATED
SHEET IRON WHICH WE HAVE ON HAND IN LONG SUPPLY,
REDUCING THE SIZE OF SOME BUILDINGS BY NOX REPLACING
DAMAGED END WALLS, AND OTHER SHORTCUTS, ALL OF WHICH
WILL RETURN US SOUND STRUCTURES, BUT WITHOUT WASTED
EFFORT ON ESTHETIC APPEARANCE. IN RECOVERY OF WAREHOUSES

2

PAGESOFPAGE
2 OF 4
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PAGE 3 RHMMAFA 1229 SECRE I/FOR
WE CONSIDERED FOUR ALTERNATIVES RANGING IN COST FROM
$353,000 TO $477,000. THE LOWEST COST BEING TO REPAIR
ROOFS AND DRAINS ONLYD THE HIGHEST BEING COMPLETE RETURN
TO PRE-EXPLOSION STATUS. WE HAVE CHOSEN TO REPAIR ROOFS
AND DRAINS AND PROVIDE FOR WEATHER AND SECURITY PROTECTION
ON SIDES OF ALL WAREHOUSES AT AN ESTIMATED COST OF
$427, 000. WE ESTIMATE THE COST FOR REEFERS AT $1,006,000
AND MUST RESERVE $250,000 TO COVER INSTALLATION COSTS
FOR REEFERS. WE HAVE 90,000 CUBIC. FEET OF REEFERS ON HAND,
ALL OTHERS WILL HAVE TO COME FROM CONUS.
do (S) WE ARE PLANNING TO USE SEABEES FOR AT LEAST
50 PERCENT OF THIS WORK. WE HAVE CONSIDERED CAREFULLY
AND BY RETAINING NCB 5 IN COUNTRY FOR THREE WEEKS TO
COMPLETE THE ISTMEDBN PROJECT WE WILL GAIN TWO-THIRDS
OF THE MAN DAYS REQUIRED. BY RETAINING A DELAY PARTY
FROM MCB- WE CAN ACQUIRE THE REMAINDER THIS WILL
ENABLE THE MAIN BODY OF MCB-11 TO REDEPLOY AS:
SCHEDULED ON 15 OCTOBER, AND ALL FACTORS CONSIDERED
WILL RESULT IN THE MINIMUM DISRUPTION TO THE DEPLOYMENT
SCHEDULE. THIS WILL NOT RESULT IN EXTENDED IN COUNTRY

PAGE 4 RHMMAFA 1229 S E C PC E I/FOR
TIME FOR MCB-11 PERSONNEL BEYOND NORMAL DEPLOYMENT.
THE FOREGOING ACTIONS RELATIVE TO SEABEE UNITS ENABLES
MEETING PHASE II GOALS ON SCHEDULE. HOWEVER THE
CAPABILITY AND FLEXIBILITY TO MEET THE URGENT CONSTRUCTION
DEMANDS OF DISASTER WILL HAVE BEEN GREATLY REDUCED.
CONCEIVABLY A SITUATION CAN ABRUPILY ARISE THAT WOULD
NECESSITATE THE TEMPORARY IN COUNTRY. DEPLOYMENT OF
THE PACIFIC ALERT SEABEE BATTALION
So RSD THE PRESENCE OF. THE ARVN AMMO DUMP STILL LOOMS
AS A SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM AREA. I AM CONTINUING TO:

PURSUE REMOVAL WITH LIGEN LAM. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
1229

2OFPAGE 2
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~ E C R F. :- I !-:y~~ ONLY I F C1R GE~ A?R~~: r ~C'" LTG~~,l ~lCJ(FqcO" 
cr'AeEr.'tRE l'\ClrE~JT~ UH20Hf TO lH"02!~! ~J::P 159 
~. C :1'1U~'f1ACV 1~v331Z ~gp ~9 
~. CO III ~~AF' 10i37382Z f-lEP Gq 
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n. A7' l~t5~~H, 1 co, 3RD (IN, ;Sq" ~A~INC'~ Ff:WJ:;I ~tLQ~ETE'R~ 
Wt:.sT ~ MU:~t'R~ Rl~aE (X 1'\ :152~2 1> ~B~gRVrr. TrH~fiF, ~~VA HI ~tJ<~K£RS 
A~:!) ~l:crlV~;' ~ALL ARMS rlRr.·A~ Att-l ~T::tl!(~ ~ILLi!!} A??!!)OXIMATFLY 
SEV~~~ ENr.'~Y. ~~:F MARINE !JA~ wntJN~r~. 

c. A'" 101,31511, A Cr:M"'A~n "'2TmMrE~ !'~IMr. nrnRn'(f!'O A F'pa 
t1\1!KfR TRAVEL UH; WFST 0'1, ttwV 53'1 (\".\T 1321414). TWO MARHlW;:C' NEr:lF: 
W(,llNl"F.". 

"'. A;' t0t~3a4, A PATROL FQO!t1 fl co, l~ S~t, ~t:TH "'A!o'U"E!':: I" 
~)l"ErtAT 10:'; nEFI'H~7 rrANr '::N3A GED AN E~T IMA1':'D E~!:'MV PlATOON VIC 
(1'.\" 2~1518) iHTH n;-iKHOWM RFSULT~. F~IE!mlV CA;'!~At"lr.£ filE'?!! TP~F.E 
lOllED MIt' THREE 1~omm~n. 

~. A; 1 ~ 15~~H. 4/1 ARV!J EN r:::A 3r.:n AYJ U~F:F VIC (Y" 1 ~~~?!?) (Ii'! 
r.ll('lll1f:'F.R~ 't.JE~T ~F FSR !)AVIf:) KIlLl~G f."IO~rr -'VA. ' 
2. IH A"!'I-:'lC~'n THE: A"OV~ TH~R!!: !pt=:;1f:' 1,3 C""'~R I'rCIDt:H:T~ 
OF 'mIC1l rl'Im!'r I~NCl.V~D ~NLY A!lV~t F'~l1C;-~. nlC A RV'" tiERr RILLFD, 
r~\1( H.I'.". MH' 7\110 ARV~~ 110U~!"F.~ AN'1 17 I'!.'N("~ty KILt,::'}. 
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TRUCE Wl~ F.:M;-:U'YE'"' PRIMARIL y to HFfl' THFlt? nH'l'\p~ A~~~ CNJDUCT 
Rf:-U"Ft,y OPr.RATl(\:~!:': 1~ PRFPARI\TIN! FNl TH~I~ ~""XT il('l'!~m OF 
A ~ ~ACY~. r~'E:~E: ~lA\lE QE~{~ M: INC~~A sI '11 !W"1~r:q ·OF I t;"ICATC~~ NmI Nt'; 
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C 110855Z 7.VH
FM CG III MAF
:0 COMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRE 1 - / EYES ONLY / FOR GEN APRAM FROY LIGEN NICKERFO"
CEASEFIRE I'CIDENTS 101231H TO 1101004 SEP 69
A. COMUSMACV 9833312 SEP 69
a. CO III MAF 10073827 SEP 69
1. I RESPONSE TO REF A, FIVE INCIDENT'S OF SIGNIFICANCE OCCURRED
I ICT? BETWEEN 101201H AND THE END OF THE VC CEASEFIRE
A 112100H THIS MORNING.

A. SURSEQUENT TO SUMMISSION OF REF P. A REPORT WAS RECEIVED
THAT AT 100555H, C 0 E, 2ND DN, IT MARINES I' NIGHT DEFENSIVE
POSITIONS SEVEN KILOMETERS SOUTH OF MARPL MOUNTAIN (PT 372645)
E"GAGED APPROXIMATELY E5 NVA MOVING SOUTH. THE ENEMY BROKE
CONTACT AND FLED SOUTH. A SWEEP OF THE AREA AT FIRST LIGHT
CAPTURE THREE SUSPECTED NVA.

P. AT 101300H, I CO, 3RD ON, 3RD MARINES FOUR KILOMETERS
WEST OF MUTTERS RIDGE (X D 952621) OBCERVED THREE "VA IN BUNKERS
AND RECEIVED SMALL ARMS FIRE. AN AIR STRIKE KILLED APPROXIMATELY
SEVER ENFMY. ONE MARINE WAS WOUNDED.

C. A 101315H, A COMMAND DETONATED MINE DESTROYED A FUEL
TAUKER TRAVELING WEST ON TWY 535 (RT 122414). TWO MARINES WERE
WOUNDED.

n. A 1314334, A PATROL FROM P co, 1ST BN, 26TH MARI'ES I
OPERATION DEFIANT STAND ENGAGED AN ESTIMATED ENEMY PLATOON VIC
(3 201518) WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES WERE THREE
KILLED AND THREE YOUNDED.

E. A 101500H, 4/1 ARVN ENGAGED AN USEF VIC (YD 168222) (10
KILOME ERS WEST OF FSB DAVIS) KILLING FIGHT NVA.
2. IN ADDITION "O THE ABOVE THERE WERE 13 OTHER INCIDENTS
OF WHICH FIGHT INVOLVED ONLY ARV FORCES. TWO ARV" WERE KILLED,
TWO 11. AND TWO ARVN WOUNDED AND 17 ENEMY KILLED.
3. (3) WITH THE TERMINATION OF THE UNILATERALLY DECIGNATED CEASE
FIRE PERIOD A" 21008 THIS MORNING, WE ARE IN A POSITION TO MAKE
A ESTIMATE OF HOW THE ENEMY USED IT. I HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THE
TRUCE WAS EMPLOYED PRIMARILY TO REST THEIR TROOPS AND CONDUCT
RECUPPLY OPERATIONS IN PREPARATION FOR THEIR NEXT ROUND OF
A T ACKS. THERE HAVE BEEN AN INCREASING NUMBER OF I'DICATORS DURING
THE PAST 24 HOURS WHICH SERVE TO CONFIRM MY CONVICTION THAT A
RENEVAL OF EVERY INTIIATED ACTIVITY IC IMMINENT, AUR I HAVE TAKE"
THE STEPS NECESSARY TO MEFT IT.
32-4
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SEC REI EYES ONLY FOR GiN ROSSON FROM LtGEN NICKERSON 
RECENT ACTIVITIES IN THE HIEP DUC AREA 
1. (S) REPORTS OF TKE ATTACKS ON l.t SIBERIA DURING THE EARLY 
MORNING HOURS OF THE 11TH AND YESTERDAY·S ACTIVITIES AROUND HElP 
DUC HAVE ALREADY BEEN TRANSMITtED TO YOUR cae. tHESE REPORts 
CONtAIN ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION· FROM THE FIELD. THE FOLLOWING ~~\, 
IS TO put THESE REPORtS IN PERSPECTIVE.' / J 
2. (S) LLOYD RAMSEY HAS SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME ON THE GROU.ND 0:17 ~~ 
AT LZ SIBERIA AND IN THE HIEP DUC AREA DURING THE PAst TWO DAYS. ' " 
HIEP DUC IS RECEIVING PRIORITY ATtENTION 8Y 80TH US AND ARVI ~(1.'3 
COMPIANDERS AND. WI1.L CONTINUE TO HAve FIRST CALL ON ANY AMERICAL ~, ' 
RESOURCES WHICH MAY BE REQUIRED IN ITS DEFENSE. SO FAR. THERE HA 
-BiEN NO NEED. THE DEFENSE OF LZ SIBERIA WAS WELL PLANNED AND 
EXECUTED AND 3 OF THE 4 US KIA RESULTED FROM DIRECT RPG HITS ON 
TWO BUNKERS. AS YOU KNOW, 32 NVA WERE KILLED. IHE ENE~Y HAS 
NOT SiEN FIT TO RENEW THE ACTION. 
3. (S) IN THE HIEP DUC ENGAGEMENTS.STARTING ON THE 11TH AND 
CONTINUING YESTERDAY, SOTH THE RF/PF AND THE ARVN UNITS HAVE 
ACQUITED tHEMSELVES SPLENDIDLY. COL THO THE PROVINCE CHIEF REACTED 
QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVE1.Y TO tHE GROUND ATTACK BY EMPLOYING AIR STRIKES 
IN THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE CONTROLLED FIRE ZONE WHICH SURROUNDS 
Hl£P DUC. AT THE SAME TIME COL VINH, CO STH ARVN REGIMENT, COL 
tACKABERRY CO 196TH BRIGADE,' AND COL THO PLANNED A HELICOPTER 
ASSAULT FOR THE FOLLOWING DAY BY THE 20 BN, 5TH ARVN REGIMENT 
WHICH WAS THEN IN TAM KY. DURING THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING TWO 
COMPANIES OF THE 4TH BN, 31ST 18F WERE MOVED INTO BLOCKING 
POSITIONS AND A TROOP OF CAVA1.RY WAS DEPLOYED INTO TAM KY FROM 
eMU LAI. tHE HELICOPTER ASSAULT BY 2/5 ARVN AT NOOI YESTERDAY INTO 
HILL 188 WAS SMOOTHLY AND AGGRESSIVELY EXECUTED. tHE LZ WAS COLD 
ALTHOUGH LATER IN THE AFTERNOON CONTACT WAS ESTABLISHED WITH AN USEF. I 

A POW CAPtURED BY tHE ARV" STATED THAT THERE WERE 158 ENEMY • 
'1 INF CO, 1 SAPPER CO, AND 1 ENGINEER CO) 'IN THE AREA AND THAT 50 
ENEMY HAD BEEN KIl.LED. ESTIMATES OF ENEMY StRENGTH VARY, BUT THE 
ARVN BELIEVE ELEMENTS OF 3 COMPANIES ARE STILL IN tHE GENERAL AREA. 
IN ANY EVENT, THE RF/PY REOCCUPIES A PORTION OF THE VILLAGE WHERE 
A GROUP OF NVA ARE ALLEDGED to HAVE SPENT tHE NIGHT OF 11/12 AND 
CONTACT BECAPIE SPORADIC LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING. AS 
OF 122000H 11 NVA HAD BEEN KILLED AND '2 CAPTURED. FRIENDLY LOSSES 
WERE 1 ARVN KIA AND J WIA AND FOR IHE US 1 MIA AND 2 VIA. 
4. (S) -OVERALL, THE RFIPF APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN VERY AGGRESSIVE AND 
TO HAVE USED SOUND TActICS. ARVI ACTIONS HAVE BEEN PRO~Pt AND 
EXECUTED EXCEEDlNGLY WELL. IN SHORT tHE PERFORMANCE OF VIEINAPJESi 
FORCES HAS BEEN IMPRESSIVE. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT KNOW WHEtHER THE 
ENEMY WILL STAND AND FIGHT OR ONCE AGAIN ATtEMPT TO SNEAK AWAY, I 
CONCURE WITH LLOYD RAMSEY'S PROPOSAL TO LET DISTRICt, PROVINCE. 
AND ARt/II FORCES CONtl'lIt tHEIR OPiRAtlONS WH1J.' Wi st&flD RUDY T~ 
ASSIST IF CIRCUMSTANCES CMARR SHARP1.Y. '01 US TO PREEMPT THEM 10f­
AFTER THEIR HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS OF IHE PAST two DAYS 
COULD S£ CQUITiR-PiODUCTIVi TO OUR I"ORTS TOWARDS IRIATI. vllt .. IAM1-.'. or tHi VAlt. . 

--~JJ.@~,,,<~ -"'-,",*."9"7',"' ,,~>,iL1j~il)' 
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DECLASSIFIED

0 1312502 ZYH LFF-A
FM ce III MAY
TO COMUSHACV
ZEM

EYES ONLY FOR GEN R OSSON FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
RECENT ACTIVITIES IN THE HIEP DUC AREA
1. (S) REPORTS OF THE ATTACKS ON LZ SIBERIA DURING THE EARLY
MORNING HOURS OF THE 11TH AND YESTERDAY'S ACTIVITIES AROUND HEIP
DUC HAVE ALREADY BEEN TRANSMITTED TO YOUR coc. THESE REPORTS
CONTAIN ALL AVAILABLE IFORMATION FROM THE FIELD. THE FOLLOWING
IS TO PUT THESE REPORTS IN PERSPECTIVE.
2. (S) LLOYD RAMSEY HAS SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME ON THE GROUND
AT LZ SIBERIA AND IN THE HIEP DUC AREA DURING THE PAST TWO DAYS.
HIEP DUC IS RECEIVING PRIORITY ATTENTION BY BOTH US AND ARVN
COMMANDERS AND WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE FIRST CALL ON ANY AMERICAL
RESOURCES WHICH MAY BE REQUIRED IN ITS DEFENSE. SO FAR, THERE HAS
BEEN NO NEED. THE DEFENSE OF LZ SIBERIA WAS WELL PLANNED AND
EXECUTED AND 3 OF THE 4 US KIA RESULTED FROM DIRECT RPG HITS ON 9
TWO BUNKERS. AS YOU KNOW, 32 NVA WERE KILLED. THE ENEMY HAS
NOT SEEN FIT TO RENEW THE ACTION.
3. (S) IN THE HIEP DUC ENGAGEMENTS STARTING ON THE 11TH AND
CONTINUING YESTERDAY, BOTH THE RF/PF AND THE ARVN UNITS HAVE
ACQUITED THEMSELVES SPLENDIDLY. COL THO THE PROVINCE CHIEF REACTED
QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY TO THE GROUND ATTACK BY EMPLOYING AIR STRIKES
IN THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE CONTROLLED FIRE ZONE WHICH SURROUNDS
HIEP DUC. AT THE SAME TIME COL VINH, CO 5TH ARVN REGIMENT, COL
TACKABERRY CO 196TH BRIGADE, AND COL THO PLANNED A HELICOPTER
ASSAULT FOR THE FOLLOWING DAY BY THE 2D BN, 5TH ARVN REGIMENT
WHICH WAS THEN IN TAM KY. DURING THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING TWO
COMPANIES OF THE 4TH BN, 31ST INF WERE MOVED INTO BLOCKING
POSITIONS AND A TR OOP OF CAVALRY WAS DEPLOYED INTO I AM KY FROM
CHU LAI. THE HELICOPTER ASSAULI BY 2/5 ARVN AT NOON YESTERDAY INTO
HILL 188 WAS SMOOTHLY AND AGGRESSIVELY EXECUTED. THE LZ WAS COLD
ALTHOUGH LATER IN THE AFTERNOON CONTACT WAS ESTABLISHED WITH AN USEF.
A POW CAPTURED BY THE ARVN STATED THAT THERE WERE 150 ENEMY
(1 INF CO, 1 SAPPER CO, AND 1 ENGINEER CO) IN THE AREA AND THAT 50
ENEMY HAD BEEN KILLED. ESTIMATES OF ENEMY STRENGTH VARY, BUT THE
ARVN BELIEVE ELEMENTS OF 3 COMPANIES ARE STILL IN THE GENERAL AREA.
IN ANY EVENT, THE RF/PF REOCCUPIES A PORTION OF THE VILLAGE WHERE
A GROUP OF NVA ARE ALLEDGED TO HAVE SPENT THE NIGHT OF 11/12 AND
CONTACT BECAME SPORADIC LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING. AS
OF 122000H 11 NVA HAD BEEN KILLED AND 2 CAPTURED. FRIENDLY LOSSES
WERE 1 ARVN KIA AND 3 WIA AND FOR THE US 1 MIA AND 2 WIA.
4. (S) OVERALL, THE RF/PF APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN VERY AGGRESSIVE AND
TO HAVE USED SOUND TACTICS. ARVN ACTIONS HAVE BEEN PROMPT AND
EXECUTED EXCEEDINGLY WELL. IN SHORT THE PERFORMANCE OF VIETNAMESE
FORCES HAS BEEN IMPRESSIVE. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THE
ENEMY WILL STAND AND FIGHT OR ONCE AGAIN ATTEMPT TO SNEAK AWAY, I
CONCURE WITH LLOYD RAMSEY'S PROPOSAL TO LET DISTRICT, PROVINCE,
AND ARVN FORCES CONTINUE THEIR OPERATIONS WHILE WE STAND READY TO
ASSIST IF CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE SHARPLY. FOR US TO PREEMPT THEM NOV
AFTER THEIR HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS OF THE PAST TWO DAYS
COULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE TO OUR EFFORTS TOWARDS GREATER VIET-
NAMIZATION OF THE WAR.
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TOP SECRET

OTTTZYYW RHMMAFA1857 2571450-IITIPORUHHFMA.
ZNY IIIIT
0 141450Z SEP 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
T OPSEC 2 T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/SENSITIVE/FOR BGEN WILSON
FROM BGEN DOOLEY/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY/PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION
ONLY DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
FORCE PLANNING (U.S)

Ao CG FMFPAC 2203372
Bo: CG, EMEPAC LTR SER: 0002355 TO CNC OF 11 AUG 69; SUBJ: FORCE PLANNING
80 (TS) SPECIFIC GUIDANCE IS REQUESTED TO CONTINUE PLANNING FOR
FORTNCOMING PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENTS.
2a (TS) IT IS REQUESTED THAT ANSWERS BE PROVIDED IO THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS BASED ON TROOP LISTS CONTAINED IN REFERENCES A AND B8

Ao WHAT IS THE BREAKDOWN, BETWEEN OKINAWA AND CONUS, BY PRO-
GRAM 7 STRENGTHS ACTUAL STRENGTHS BY SKILLS, AND EQUIPMENT TO BE
REDEPLOYED FROM THE FOLLOWING UNITS:

1238.22 3D BRIDGE CO (0)
383(2) 7TH COMM BN 80)
725(3) 88TH ENGR BN 808

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA8857 I.O /SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/SENSITIVE!
FOR/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

B. WHAT IS REQUIRED BY TOATE FROM THE DET FLC 3400) TO ENABLE
THE PROVSERVEN ON OKINAWA TO SUPPORT THE 3D MARDIV 802 SUBSEQUENT
TO PHASE 2?

Co. WHAT IS REQUIRED IN PROGRAM ? STRENGINS, ACTUAL STRENGTHS
AND EQUIPMENT TO REDEPLOY TO CONUS FROM THE DET FLC?

D. WHEN WILL CUT OFF FOR R&R IN REDEPLOYING UNITS OCCUR?
E. WILL NORMAL ROTATION ON A 12 MONTH BASIS FOR MEMBERS OF

THE 3D MARDIV AND 1ST MAW CONTINUE DURING NOVEMBER REDEPL OYMENT?
F. IN: PHASE I REDEPLOYMENTS, REPLACEMENTS WERE SELECTIVELY

DIVERTED AS INCREMENTS DEPLOYED. VE ARE ASSUMING THAT SUCH A
SYSTEM WILL BE IMPLEMENTED IN PHASE 20

Go WHAT EMPHASIS SHOULD BE PLACED ON THE REDISTRIBUTION or

THOSE PERSONNEL IN RLI-3 THAT WILL NOT ROTATE OR REDEPLOY AS PART
OF THE 700 KEY PERSONNEL? NATURALLY A PORTION OF THESE PERSON-
NEL WILL BE ASSIGNED TO RLIOA TO OFFSET ROTATION LOSSES, WITH THE
REMAINDER BEING REDISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT THE REMAINING IN-COUNTRY
UNITS GUIDANCE IS NEEDED AS TO STRENGTH ALIOQ WILL BE REQUIRED
TO DEPLOY PRIOR TO DETERMINATION OF EXCESS PERSONNEL TO BE RE-
DESTRIBUTED.

Ho WILL a TRANSFER OPTION BE GRANTED TO THOSE INDIVIDUALS
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PAGE THREE RMMMAFA1857 I ORSECR I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/SENSITIVE/
FOR/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
WHO HAVE EXTENDED OVERSEAS TOURS TO REMAIN IN WESTPACT ? SUBJECT

TO YOUR CONCURRENCE INDIVIDUALS PRESENTLY ASSIGNED TO UNITS RE

DEPLOYING TO OKINAWA WILL ACCOMPANY THOSE UNITS.
GP-4
BT
1857
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by
OTTIZYUW RHMMAFA1865 2571538-7777 o=RUNNFMA.
ZNY TITTI
0 1415382 SEP 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT

C R Et T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM

LIGEN NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
Do THE FOL MSG is QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE P 1313532 SEP 69
FM COMUSMACV
TO RUSVDB/.GG III MAF DNG
INFO RUEADUI/DCPG WASH D.C

BT
0 P C R NOFORN 52298 (J38

THIS IS A DUFFEL BAG MESSAGE
SUBJ: QMR FOR ADP FACILITY TO SUPPORT III MAP IACTICAL SURVEILLANCE
SYSTEM (ISS) AND RELATED SENSOR EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS RCD
REF 8 , Ao CG III MAF LIR SER 059869 DTD 18 MAY 69 , SUBJ: ADP
FACILITY TO SUPPORT TSS (C)
B. CG MCDEC DTG 2113302 JUL 69 (S) (NOTAL)
C. CMC DIG 2222072 JUL 69 - (S) (NOTAL)

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1865 I 0 P. C. R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/FOR/MCE0
Do DCPG LEAISON VISIT III MAF 29 JUL 69 (0) PNOTAL)
I. CG III MAF DIG 0604382 AUG 68 (IS) INDIALID

Fo CMC DTG 1422032 AUG 69 85)
Do (SoNOFORND REF A IDENTIFIED THE GENERAL CAPABILITIES REQUIRED
OF AN ADP FACILITY CAPABLE OF PROCESSING SENSOR COLLECTED INFORMA-
TION AND INTEGRATING IT WITH OTHER INTELLIGENCE DATA NECESSARY TO

SUPPORT COMBAT OPERATIONS REF 8 SUMMARIZED PREVIOUS MESSAGES AND
RELATED DISCUSSIONS, AND PROVIDED A GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE TYPE ADP

FACILITY DCPG WOULD SUPPORT IF THE MARINE CORPS WOULD ACCOMPLISH
SUPPORTING TASKS AS SPECIFIED. REF C REQUESTED III MAF I.O PROVIDE
RECOMMENDATIONS AFTER REVIEW OF REF Be: REF D LIAISON VISIT BY DCPG

PERSONNEL ON 29 JULY 69 , TO 111 MAP REVIEWED THE III MAF AMR FOR THE
ADP FACILITY TO SUPPORT THE ISS. IN ADDITION, THE D.CPG TEAM INTRO-
DUCED THE POSSIBLITY OF PROVIDING SENSOR: RELATED EQUIPMENT IN THE
BASS TYPE COMPIGURATION TO INCLUDE AN: INDIVIDUAL NAVIGATION SYSTEM,
BLORAM MANPACK). REF E ACKNOWLEDGED III MAS'S AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT

THE DCPG REDUCED VERSION OF THE ADP/TSS QMR AND CITED ADDITIONAL
SENSOR HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS TO SUPPORT A RESPONSIVE TACTICAL SUR-

VEILLANCE SYSTEM (TSS) WITHIN THE I CORPS AREA. REF 12, REFLECTS
CMC°S SUPPORT OF THE III MAF CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT AND WILLINGNESS
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA 1865 I I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEOS
TO PERFORM SUCH TASKS AS DCPG MAY ASSIGN TO FIELD THE PROPOSED SYSTEM
THIS MESSAGE IS IN RESPONSE TO REFERENCE E.
2. (IS-NFORND INITIAL PLANNING FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TSS WAS
INITIATED IN OCTOBER 1968. PROBLEM DEFINITION AND GENERAL SYSTEM
REQUIREMENTS WERE FORMALIZED BY A QMR IN MAY SS.o SUBSEQUENT DISCUS-
SIONS WERE HELD BETWEEN III MAF., MACKJ3-019 AND DCPG TO EVALUATE THE
IMPACT OF A REDUCED SYSTEM CAPABILITY OFFERED BY DCPG THE FORGOING
DISCUSSIONS WERE CONCERNED PRIMARILY WITH THE SYSTEM'S CAPABILITIES
AND DID NOT WEIGH THE IMPACT OF PROPOSED TROOP REDUCTIONS NOR THE
LONG LEAD TIME IO OBTAIN THE SYSTEM. A REEVALUATION OF THE III MAF
REQUEST HAS BEEN CONDUCTED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS FACTORS CONSIDERED
INCLUDED ANTICIPATED REDEPLOYMENT OF U.S. FORCES, SIGNIFICANT OSD
BUDGETARY REDUCTIONS, INCREASED VIETNAMIZATION OF THE WAR, AND THE
LONG LEAD TIME FOR EQUIPMENT PRODUCTION IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING
AT THIS LATE DATE, SEP 69 , THE ACQUISITION AND FIELDING OF THE
PROPOSED ADP SYSTEM TO SUPPORT THE TSS CAN NO LONGER BE SUPPORTED BY
THIS HEADQUARTERS.
30 (S-NOFORN) CG III MAF IDENTIFIED REQUIREMENTS FOR BASS TYPE
CONFIGURED SENSOR EQUIPMENT AND LORAN MANPACK IN REF E. THE
EQUIPMENT REQUESTED WOULD ENHANCE THE EXECTUTION OF THE SENSOR

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA1865 T 0 P.S.E R T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/FOR/MCE
PROGRAM IN I CORPS AREA. HOWEVER, BOTH SYSTEMS ARE SCHEDULED IO BE
INTRODUCED INTO RVN DURING OCT 69 ON A TEST AND EVALUATION BASIS.
COUNTRY WIDE DEPLOYMENT WILL BE CONTINGENT UPON TEST AND EVALUATION
RESULTS: IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING AND THE FACTORS CITED IN PARA 2
ABOVE VALIDATION AND THE SUBSEQUENT REQUEST FOR DELIVERY OF THESE
SYSTEMS FROM DCPG WILL BE SUSPENDED.
GP-3
BT
1865
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o 1 .a72al 'Z YH 
," C G III MAr nN G RVI 
TO C~XXlV CORPS P"fB RVN 
ZEM 
SEc RET N rF ORPl 
FOR L':GEN ZAIS FRC!I1 LTGEN NICKERSOO 
RECO:H~AIC'SANCE/SURVEILLANCE PLANNl~G FOR AS~AU VALLEY 
A. LTG ZAIS CG XXIV cORPS 0810'~Z/t780 SEP6c) 
B. C'1 II·I MAF 10~70SZ SEP 69, 
1. REFERENCES A ANn ~ ARE DISCUSSIONS OF PLA~p'F.n 
oPERATIOM S 1M THE A SHAU VALLEY IN TH' FORTHCOMI~G MONTHS. 
I WAN l' TOe (1J rl',1 UE TO n.EN Y TO THE FNEMY THE OPPORTmnTY FOR 
r'HE REl)1!VELoPMENT OF THE A SltAlI VALLEY INTO A M~JOR H'FILTRATIOM 
AND LOGISTICS c(l'I1PLEX AFTER OUR J'ISEm"A~LlsHMEf\1T OF FSD 
REN DEZV OU!:, MH1 \II 1 TN DRAWAL OF FORCE S F ROM THE A SMA fJ. 
2. I REQUEST THAT YOU PROV I "IE II1E AT T H! FARL lEST 
pRACTICA~LE DATE YOUR THOUGHTS AN~ CONSIDERAT 10·'~ FOR THE COMnUCT 
o~ EliFFCTIVE REC01'lttAISSANCE AND SURVIELLAMCF OF THE A S~AU VALLE, 
U"l'\ER ALL WEATHER CONDITIONS, nURING THE !I!~XT FIVE ~o·'TH. 
KMOWLEDGE 01=" YOUR PLANS IN THE FOLLOWING AREA~ WILl.. GREATLY 
ASSIST PLANN IN G IN PROGRE 5S AT fIlY MEA nQUARTER~: 
A. GROUND RECONNAISSANCE PLAN. 
s. AERIAL M~~ GROUN!) SURVEILLA~C$" PLAN TO INClunE PLA~!'lED 
EMPLOYMENT OF SENSORS. IN THI~ REGARn, RE"UFST~ Ft:'R PLAf.!"ED 
cE~SOR REt::\UIREMENTS SHOUL!) 1:\[ ~rmMITTED AT THE ~ARL lEST. 
c.' VISUAL AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE PLAN. 
!. WARM REGARl'S 

GP .. 4 
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140720Z ZYH
FM CG 111 MAF DN G RVN
TO CORPS PHB RVN
ZEM
SECRET NOF ORN
FOR L GEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
REC O.MAISSANCE/ SURVE ILLANCE PLANNING F OR ASHAU VALLEY
A. LIG ZAIS CG XXIV C ORPS 0810592/1780 SEP69
B. CG III MAF 1097082 SEP 69.
1. REFERENCES A AND B ARE DISCUSSIONS OF PLANNED
OPERATIONS IN THE A SHAU VALLEY IN THE FORT HC OMING MONTHS.
I WANT TO CONTINUE TO DENY TO THE ENEMY THE OPPORTUNITY FOR
THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE A SHAU VALLEY INTO A MAJOR INFILTRATION
AND LOGISTICS COMPLEX AFTER OUR DISESTAPLISHMENT OF FSR
RENDEZV OUS AND WITHDRAWAL OF FORCES FROM THE A SHAW.
2. I REQUEST THAT YOU PROVIDE ME AT THE EARLIEST
PRACTICARLE DATE YOUR THOUGHTS AND CONSIDERATIO'S FOR THE CONDUCT
OF EFFCCTIVE REC ON NAISSANCE AND SURV IELLANCE OF THE A SHAU VALLEY
UNDER ALL WEATHER CONDITIONS, DURING THE NEXT FIVE MOUTH.
KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR PLANS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS WILL GREATLY
ASSIST PLANNING IN PROGRESS AT MY HEADQUARTERS:
A. GROUND RECONNAISSANCE PLAN.
B. AERIAL AND GROUND SURVEILLANCE PLAN TO INCLUDE PLANNED
EMPLOYMENT OF SENSORS. IN THIS REGARD, REQUESTS FOR PLANNED
SENSOR REAUIREMENTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED AT THE EARLIEST.
C. VISUAL AERIAL REC ONNAISSANCE PLAN.
3. WARM REGARDS
GP-4
210
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S II C R i T/FOR ('lGE(~ TOWNSJ!.iIiD FrlO[\'] LIGEN NICKERSON 
VISIT Of ikPCOi·ll.JSIYjHCVTO lCIZ, 9SEP69 . 
J.l.. COf'luSbhCV 32267 DTG 301105Z dAY69 
1. fOL SlJBhITTt.D li-.~; tH~F I-i. 

G. G·i!.i'.i.;,.RrtL HGSSOi~ ~.Kti 1J:':;i~J.l.i~G kJ909110H St;:;P69. HI!. W{-;S GfiLiTEv BY 
LTGEi~ LI-lh, CG OF I (;ORPS, n·i~D !IJGJ:!.[~ Bmv.'lAi~, Dt.PLiTY CG IIi i-if,l'., 
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1525112
NO 06 iii viri

TO COMUSMACV
18INFO CG. USARV

ZEM
SECRE T/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMA CV TO ICTZ, 9SEP 69
A. CONUSHACV 32267 DTG 3611b52 NAY69
1. FOL SUBMITTED IAW REF H.
2. GENERAL ROSSON ARR DANANG X9091ZH SEP69. HE WAS GREETED BY
LIGEN LAM, CG OF I CORPS, AND MGEN BOWMAN, DEPUTY CG III MAF.
GENERAL' S ROSSON AND BOWMAN DEPARTED FOR III MAF HQ WHERE he WAS
MET BY R.DM BONNER, COMMANSUPPACT, DNG. The PARTY PROCEEDED To
NSA FOR is TOUR OF THEIR WORK SHOPS AND THE PUBLIC WORK CENTER.
The DANAGE FROM THE ROCKET ATTACK OF 5SEP WAS ALSO INSPECTED.
CH.PT LOCKE, ASSIST PUBLIC WORKS OFFICER, US M 9 CONDUCTED The TOUR.
AT 1056 THE PARTY DEPARTED III MAF FOR THE ISIMANDIV HQ.
3. GENERAL ROSSON ARR 1STMARDIV AT 9115EH AND WAS GREETED BY
NGEN SIMPSON, CG ISIMARDIV. Ali INFORMAL BRIEF WAS GIVEN DY
GENERAL SIMPSON IN HIS QUARTERS. GENERAL ROSSUN DEPARTED THE
1ST MARDIV HE b91135n, AND FLEW 10 AN HUA. He WAS GREETED BY
COL DEER, THE 3TR MAINES, AND TOUNED THE REGT COC. ite

42/17The LYCOL nice,BY 131inUNU.S.
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i-lTIVL GHOuP OF l'l;~Hli'JES FHOl:j Thi,B[IJ. Tht:.. P;..;hTY L.tFI HILL 65 AT" 
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GENERAL RESECT UNITS I'm 151 anour
DEL 11. COMMAT COL HILP BEFLIED I m with Print
INCIAL BN, n LOCAL FORCE VC B.N. GENERAL RUSSUM ThEN
INQUIRED TU The NUMBER OF NVA KILLED BY THE RANGERS. The ANSWER
W.S SEVEN. ric INQUIRED FROM WHAT UNIT WERE THE NVM. COL HILP
REPLIED LWIDE WITFED. GENERAL RUSSON Then ASKED WhaT TYPE
INSTRUCTIONS OR ORDERS RE hAD ReCeIVED FROM HIS SENIORS CONCERN-
ING The NV A PR OCLAIMED CEASE FIRE. CUL HIEP REPLIED THAT he HAD
RECEIVED NO SPECIAL ORDERS OR INSTRUCTIONS. GENERAL RUSSUN THEN
ASKED ABOUT HIS OPERATIONAL PLANS FOR THE NEAT Three DAYS. THE
ANSWER WAS TO CONTINUE RICE SECURITY OPERATIONS. GENERAL ROSSUN
INQUIRED ABOUT HIS FIELD STRENGTHS AND WAS GIVEN The FIGURES of
455 AND 427 IN THE RESPECTIVE BATTALIONS. HE Tree ASKED ABOUT
C OL KIEP'S ARTILLERY AND AIn SUPPORT. CUL HILP INFORMED The
GENERAL his had TWO ARVN BATTERIES, PLUS REINFORCING FIRES FROM
THE HARINES. HE SAID THAT RL RECEIVED HIS AIR SUPPORT PROM THE
MARINES. HT THIS POINT, GENERAL ROSSON ASKED ABOUT C&C hell-
COPTERS FOR The BATTALIONS. He WAS TOLD THE BATTALIONS DID NOT
HAVE- C&C ASSIGNED, BUT THE RANGER GROUP HAD A C&C HELICUPTER
THE BATTALION USED. CCL HIEP ADDED THAT he WAS RESUPFLIED EVERY
3 TO 4 DAYS BY ALLICOPTER. GENERAL ROSSON ASKED WHAT The MISSION
WAS OF WH/VC PRISIONERS TAKEN BY The RANGERS. THE ANSWER WAS
TO KEEP THE RESUPPLY LINES OPEN, AND FOOD GATHERING ASSIGNMENTS.
AT THIS POINT, GENERAL SIMPSON MADE THE UB SERVATION THAT The
RANGERS WERE DOING, AND MAD DONE AN EXCELLENT JUB. GENERAL
ROSSON DEPARTED AN HOA AT 1400 TO VISIT HILL 55
3. GENERAL ROSSON WAS NET BY LTCOL BOWEN, CO UF THE 2DB N, 5THMAK
AND RECEIVED H SHORT UPDATE BRIEF, AND HE SPOKE WITH A REPRESENT-
ATIVE GROUP OF MARINES FROM THE, BN. THE PARTY LEFT HILL 65 AT to

1435, AND FLEW TO LIBERTY BRIDGE.
4. GENERAL ROSSON WAS GREETED AT LIBERTY BRIDGE BY MAJOR ,TOOLE
CO OF 1STBN, 5THEAR. He RECEIVED A SHORT UPDATE BRIEF, AND SPOKE
WITH A NOT HER GROUP UF MARINES FROM The BATTALION.
5. GENERAL ROSSON LEFT LIBERTY BRIDGE AT 1500 FOR DANANG. he
DEPARTED DINNING AT 1525 FUN TSN.
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III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE FROM I DATE X - ORIGINATOR CO It t MAr 17 Sf? 69 A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL N~[CONTROL DATE 

Lopv NO. 1,2,ioF 
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S E" C RET IEYES 01\JL Y/ FOR MGEN TOW NSEND FR OM 
LTGEN NICKERSON . 
VISIT OF MR. JOSEPH ALSOP TO ICrZ 

ISECRE1",-

I. MR. ALSOp·S T OUR OF !CTZ COMMENCED UPON ARRIVAL AT 
CHU LA! 081800H SEP AND TERMINATED WrTHHIS DEPARTURE 
FROM DANANG BASE OPS AT 11173!2lH SEP. HIS THREE-PART 
VISIT (AMERICAL, XXIV CORPS, III MAF) ~!AS CHARACTERIZED 
BY IN-DEpTH BACKGROUND DISCUSSIONS HUH KEY LEADERS 
ON ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE, CASUALTY FIGURES, AND 
PACIFICATION PROGRESS. HE COVERED A GREAT DEAL OF GROUND 
AND TALKED r·o MANY PEOPLE. THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS INTERESTS, 
C(]'IJMENTS AND QUESTIONS'ARE SUMMARIZED IN RELATION TO 
THE THREE AREAS HE VISITED. 
2. AMER ICAL 

A. MR. ALSOP'S STAY IN AMERICAL AO COMMErJCED WITH 
INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH MGEN RAMSEY AND SELECTED 
~AFF OFFICERS ON 8 SEP. ON 9 SEP HE RECEIVED A G-2/G-3/G-5 
BRIEFING AT THE DIV CP, VISITED 2D ARVN DIV HQ, QUANG 

NGAI PC, QUANG TIN PC, 5TH ARVN REGT, 196TH L18, HIEP DUC 
RESErTLEMEr.1T VILLAGE, 4-131ST INF, 3-21ST INF, I-46TH HJF, 
3-1ST INf AND OVERfLEW BATANGAN PENINSULA. PRIOR TO 
DEPARTURE, HE ATTENDED THE EVENING BRIEf. 
B. MR. ALSOp WAS EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN STRENGTH 

AND CAPABILITIES -OF 2D AND 3D NVA DIVISIO~lS. G-2 AMERICAL 
pROVIDED HIM WITH A FACT SHEET l/IHICH LISTEDPRESE~1T 
SfREMGTH OF NVA/VCREGTS IN AMER.ICAL AO. FACT SHEET 
~EFLEcfED AN AVERAGE STRENGTH OF' APPROX 9~0 ~TVA PER REGT. 
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P 1702072 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF

SECRET
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRET /EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM

INTERNATIONAL

LTGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF MR. JOSEPH ALSOP TO ICTZ

RECEIVED1. MR. ALSOP'S TOUR OF ICTZ COMMENCED UPON ARRIVAL AT
CHU LAI 081800H SEP AND TERMINATED WITH HIS DEPARTURE 17 SEP P.A
FROM DANANG BASE OPS AT 111730H SEP. HIS THREE-PART
VISIT (AMERICAL, XX IV CORPS, III MAF) WAS CHARACTERIZED
BY N-DEPTH BACKGROUND DISCUSSIONS WITH KEY LEADERS
ON ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE, CASUALTY FIGURES, AND

01/16/18
PACIFICATION PROGRESS. HE COVERED A GREAT DEAL OF GR OUND
AND TALKED TO MANY PEOPLE. THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS INTERESTS,
COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS ARE SUMMARIZED IN RELATION TO
THE THREE AREAS HE VISITED.
2. AMERICAL

A. MR. ALSOP'S STAY IN AMERICAL A O COMMENCED WITH
INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH MGEN RAMSEY AND SELECTED
STAFF OFFICERS ON 8 SEP. ON 9 SEP HE RECEIVED A G-2/G-3/G-5
BRIEFING AT THE DIV CP, VISITED 2D ARVN DIV HO, QUANG
NGAI PC, QUANG TIN PC, 5TH ARV N REGT, 196TH LIB, HIEP DUC

RESETTLEMENT VILLAGE, 4-131ST INF, 3-21ST INF, 1-46TH INF,3-IST INF AND OVERFLEW BATANGAN PENINSULA. PRIOR TO
DEPARTURE, HE ATTENDED THE EVENING BRIEF.
B. MR. AL SOP WAS EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN STRENGTH
AND CAPABILITIES OF 2D AND 3D NV A DIVISIONS. G-2 AMERICAL
PROVIDED HIM WITH A FACT SHEET WHICH LISTED PRESENTSTRENGTH OF NV A/V C REGTS IN AMERICAL AO. FACT SHEET
REFLECTED AN AVERAGE STRENGTH OF APPROX 900 NVA PER REGT.
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3. XXIV CORPS 
A. DEPARTED CHU LAI 091800H FOR XXIV CORPS. MR. 

ALSOP RON XXIV cORPS HQ ON 9 SEP. ON 10 SEP HE SPENT THE 
H'TIRE DAY IN THUA THIEN PROVINCE PRIMARILY VISITING WITH 
COL THANH, THE PROVINCE CHIEF. HE ALSO HAD DISCUSSIONS 
WIT H MGEN WHEELER, DCG XXIV CORPS, MGEN JONES, CG 3D MARDIV, 
AND MGEN WRIGHT, CG lf2J1ST ABN DIV (AM). HE RON AT XXIV 
CORPS HQ AND DEPARTED FOR DANANG AT 100700Z SEP69. 

B. MR. ALSOP EXPRESSED GREAT CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE 
TROOP REDUCTIONS IN THE TWO NORTHER~J PROVINCES. HE WAS 
IMPRESSED WITH RVNAF PROGRESS AND THE RECOVERY EFFORt IN 
HUE, sUT FORECAST ENEM,Y CAPABILITIES BEING USED TO EXPLOIT 
US tHTHDRAWALS. HE THINKS FURTHER TROOP REDUCTIONS WILL 
BE LETT I NG THE PE OPLE 0 OJI ~I A ND FOR FE IT I NG THE EXCELLENT 
pR OGRESS MADE IN PA CI FICAT ION. 

C. HE LISTED THE RISKS OF" REDUCING TROOPS AND SAID HE I 
THINKS THE MILITARY LEADERS WOULD AGREE WITH HIM IF" THEY 
COLlD SAY SO. HE RECALLED HIS LAST VISIT IHTH 3D DIV 
WHEN GEN DAVIS BRIEFED HIM ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE LAOTIM' "-';:~ 
BORDER. HE AGREED WITH PRESENT RECON EFFORTS TO PROVIDE ('\ 
AN ALERT FOR ANY ENEMY BUILDUP. 

D. HE AGREED THAT HAMBURGER HILL WAS NECESSARY TO 
DENY THE ASHAU VALLEY TO THE ENEMY. HE CONCEDED THAT THE 
~VA HAD SUFFERED GREAT LOSSES BUT RETAINS THE ABILITY'TO 
COME BACJ<. ON SUMMARY, HE IS CONCERNED WITH THE VACUUM 
THAT '/JILL BE LEFT IN THE TWO NORTHERN PR~INCES IF TROOP 
REDUCT IONS TAKE PLACE. HE DEPARTED XXIV CORPS 111100H SEP. 1(3(2..) 
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3. XXIV CORPS
A. DEPARTED CHU LAI 091800H FOR XXIV CORPS. MR.

AL SOP RON XXIV CORPS HQ ON 9 SEP. ON 10 SEP HE SPENT THE
ENTIRE DAY IN THUA THIEN PROVINCE PRIMARILY VISITING WITH
COL THANH, THE PROVINCE CHIEF. HE ALSO HAD DISCUSSIONS
WITH MGEN WHEELER, DCG XXIV CORPS, MGEN JONES, CG 3D MARDIV,
AND MGEN WRIGHT, CG 101ST ABN DIV (AM). HE RON AT XXIV
CORPS HQ AND DEPARTED FOR DANANG AT 100700Z SEP69.

B. MR. ALSOP EXPRESSED GREAT CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE
TROOP REDUCTIONS IN THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES. HE WAS
IMPRESSED WITH RVNAF PROGRESS AND THE RECOVERY EFFORT IN
HUE, BUT FORECAST ENEMY CAPABILITIES BEING USED TO EXPLOIT
US WITHDRAWALS. HE THINKS FURTHER TR 00P REDUCTIONS WILL
BE LETTING THE PEOPLE DOWN AND FOR FEITING THE EXCELLENT
PROGRESS MADE IN PACIFICATION.

C. HE LISTED THE RISKS OF REDUCING TROOPS AND SAID HE
THINKS THE MILITARY LEADERS WOULD AGREE WITH HIM IF THEY
COULD SAY SO. HE RECALLED HIS LAST VISIT WITH 3D DIV
WHEN GEN DAVIS BRIEFED HIM ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE LAOTIAN
BORDER. HE AGREED WITH PRESENT RECON EFFORTS TO PR OVIDE
AN ALERT FOR ANY ENEMY BUILD UP.

D. HE AGREED THAT HAMBURGER HILL WAS NECESSARY TO
DENY THE ASHAU VALLEY TO THE ENEMY. HE CONCEDED THAT THE
NVA HAD SUFFERED GREAT LOSSES BUT RETAINS THE ABILITY TO
COME BACK. ON SUMMARY, HE IS CONCERNED WITH THE VACUUM
THAT WILL BE LEFT IN THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES IF TROOP

43(2)REDUCTIONS TAKE PLACE. HE DEPARTED XXIV CORPS 111190H SEP.
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4. II 1- MA F' ~~~ ~-~ 

A. MR. ALSOP ARRIVED DANANG BASE OPS AT 111130H -SEP 
AND \<JAS MET BY CG III MAF' AND DEP CORDS. HIS VISIT AT 
III MAF' cO~lSISIED PRIMARILY OF SEPARATE IN-DEPTH DISCUSSIOi\lS 
WITH CG III MAF' AND DEP CORDS AS SUMMARIZED BELOW: 

B. CG III MAF. HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT DMZ. ENEMY 
HAS FIVE REGT S pL US NUMBE-R -"F D-1V ISIONS N-ORTH.· OUR -SCREEN - -, '. 
IS TOO THIN. ENEMY'CAN STRIKE SOUllf A'ND DEsTROY ALL 
PACIFICATION DOWN TO HUE. IT 1J}OULD BE A FATAL BLOW. FRENCH 
LOST WAR BEFORE Dl EN BIEN PHU WHEN THE LOST BI NH LONG 
PROVINCE. HE WAS IMPRESSED IIYITH INCREASED CONTROL OVER 

POPULATED AREAS. HE DISCUSSED THE ENEMY'S DILEMMA OF 
cONtINUING AT PRESENT PACE AND LOSING HIS GRIP. HE QUERIED 

THE REAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SAPPER ATTACKS. HE DISCOUNTED 
IMPORTANCE OF VC HllFRA-STRUCTURE AND EXPRESSED CONCERN 
ONL Y FOR MA N WITH T HE GUN. SA ID V CI WOULD DIE \I/1T HOUT. HE 
WAS IMPRESSED WITH AMERICAL PURSUIT OF MAIN FORCE ELEMENTS. 
COMMENTED THAT PF'S FIGHT LIKE MARINES; VERY AGGRESSIVE. 
WHEN BRIEFED THAT MOST ENEMY UNITS ARE 75 PERCENT STRENGTH AND SOME 
BELOW BECAUSE OF MALARIA, FOOD SHORTAGE AND ATTRITION, HE 
,DISCOUNTED MALARIA AS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR, SAYING IL.JS 
INHERENT TO THE NATIVE VIETNAMESE. HE ~REQUESTED A~D -WAS' . ,_ 
PROVIDED A FACT SHEET LISTING DETAILED -FRIE~'DLY MID ENEMY': 
CA SUAL TY FI GORES FOR 1969. '. '. . .• ' 

C. CORDS. MR. ALSOP'S DISCUSSION WITH MR. FIRfER, 
DEp cORDS III MAF, COVERED THE ENTIRE GAMUT OF' PACIFICATION. 
COpIES OF BRIEFING SLIDES WITH DETAILED STATISTICS WERE 
REQUESTED AND MADE AVAILABLE. IN CONVERSATION, MR. ALSOP 
AND MR. FIRF'ER AGREED ON THE FOLLO,HNG POINTS: 

(I) pOPULATION CONTROL IS NO\Il 15 PERCENT OF THE OJERALL 
PROBLEM IN CmrrRASTTO THE 45 PERCENT IT '~AS IN FEBRUARY 1968. 

(2) GEOPGRAPHICALLY, OBVIOUS PROBLEM AREAS ARE 
1'10 DUC TO DUC pHO AROUND QUANG NGAI CITY, AND PARTS OF 
VALLEY FR(JI1 AN HOA TO HOI AN IN QUANG NAM. . 

(3) NEW HAMLET AND VILLAGE GOJERNMENTS ARE MORE 
pOpULAR THAN DEMOCRAT IC BUT A MOVE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 

(4) IT IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO FIX AN ACCURATE 
EST IMATE ON T HE ENEMY GUER ILLA STRENGT H. 

MR. ALSOP COMMENTED THAT THE NVA MADE A MISTAKE IN 
COMMIT! ING THEMSELVES SO STRONGLY AT HIEP DUC. HE REQUESTED 
A MEETING WITH OSA REPS MCCARTHY AND KELLY TO EXAMI~lE HIS 
THESIS ON WANING Vc GUERILLA STRENGTH. IN GENERAL THEY 
AGREED. MR. ALSOP. CO~lCLUDE WITH COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS 
ABOUT \~HAT HE CONSIDERED THE; IMPROVED COMMAND POSTURE 
AND QUALITy OF HI MAF SINCE HIS LAST VISIT. 
GP-4 
~. 
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4. III MAF
A. MR. ALSOP ARRIVED DANANG BASE OPS AT 111130H SEP

AND WAS MET BY CG III MAF AND DEP CORDS. HIS VISIT AT
III MAF CONSISTED PRIMARILY OF SEPARATE IN-DEPTH DISCUSSIONS
WITH CG III MAF AND DEP CORDS AS SUMMARIZED BELOW:

B. CG III MAF. HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT DMZ. ENEMY
HAS FIVE REGTS PLUS NUMBER OF DIVISIONS NORTH. OUR SCREEN
IS T 00 THIN. ENEMY CAN STRIKE SOUTH AND DESTROY ALL
PACIFICATION DOWN TO HUE. IT WOULD BE A FATAL BLOW. FRENCH
LOST WAR BEFORE DIEN BIEN PHU WHEN THE LOST BINH LONG
PROVINCE. HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH INCREASED CONTR OL OVER
POPULATED AREAS. HE DISCUSSED THE ENEMY'S DILEMMA OF
CONTINUING AT PRESENT PACE AND LOSING HIS GRIP. HE QUERIED

THE REAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SAPPER ATTACKS. HE DISCOUNTED
IMPORTANCE OF VC INFRA-STRUCTURE AND EXPRESSED CONCERN
ONLY FOR MAN WITH THE GUN. SAID VCI WOULD DIE WITHOUT. HE
WAS IMPRESSED WITH AMERICAL PURSUIT OF MAIN FORCE ELEMENTS.
COMMENTED THAT PF'S FIGHT LIKE MARINES; VERY AGGRESSIVE.
WHEN BRIEFED THAT MOST ENEMY UNITS ARE 75 PERCENT STRENGTH AND SOME
BELOW BECAUSE OF MALARIA, FOOD SHORTAGE AND ATTRITION, HE
DISCOUNTED MALARIA AS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR, SAYING IT IS
INHERENT TO THE NATIVE VIETNAMESE. HE REQUESTED AND WAS
PROVIDED A FACT SHEET LISTING DETAILED FRIENDLY AND ENEMY
CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 1969.

C. CORDS. MR. ALSOP'S DISCUSSION WITH MR. FIRFER,
DEP CORDS III MAF, COVERED THE ENTIRE GAMUT OF PACIFICATION.
COPIES OF BRIEFING SLIDES WITH DETAILED STATISTICS WERE
REQUESTED AND MADE AVAILABLE. IN CONVERSATION, MR. ALSOP
AND MR. FIRFER AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS:

(1) POPULATION CONTROL IS NOW 15 PER CENT OF THE OVERALL
PROBLEM IN CONTRAST TO THE 45 PERCENT IT WAS IN FEBRUARY 1968.

(2) GEOPGRAPHICALLY, OBVIOUS PROBLEM AREAS ARE
MO DUC TO DUC PHO AR OUND QUANG NGAI CITY, AND PARTS OF
VALLEY FROM AN HOA TO HOI AN IN QUANG NAM.

(3) NEW HAMLET AND VILLAGE GOVERNMENTS ARE MORE
POPULAR THAN DEMOCRATIC BUT A MOVE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.

(4) IT IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO FIX AN ACCURATE
ESTIMATE ON THE ENEMY GUERILLA STRENGTH.

MR. ALS OP COMMENTED THAT THE NV A MADE A MISTAKE IN
COMMITTING THEMSELVES SO STRONGLY AT HIEP DUC. HE REQUESTED
A MEETING WITH OSA REPS MCCARTHY AND KELLY TO EXAMINE HIS
THESIS ON WANING VC GUERILLA STRENGTH. IN GENERAL THEY
AGREED. MR. ALSOP CONCLUDE WITH COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS
ABOUT WHAT HE CONSIDERED THE IMPROVED COMMAND POSTURE
AND QUALITY OF III MAF SINCE HIS LAST VISIT.
GP-4
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iZElli , ( 
I S Ii: C RET IEY.E:S Oi.\L YI FOR ftlGii;N. TOW·ivSE~D 'FftOM 
: LTGEN NICiERSON ' 
V lSI! OF M~. JOSEPH ALSOP TO lClZ 

: 1. MR. iiLSOP'S TOUR OF leTi COMMt:NCI:;D UPON liriNIVAL At 
:CHO LAI .q6IStak1H S1i:P fiN> TiHMINATKD WITH HIS Dli;PAttTUHt. 
, ~,ROM DANliNG BASE OPS AT 111731r.111 SEP. HIS ~Hkf:..E .. PAi1T 

VISIT (AMt:RICAL, XXIV CORPS, III lfiAF) WAS CHMlACTi::RIZi!.D 
i BY IN-Dt.n H BACKGROUtIl DlSCUSSIO NS WITH KEY I.EADt.RS 
: ON ENEMY (fiDER OF BATTLE, CASUA'LTYFIGUkES. AND 
, PACIFICAT ION; PROGRESS. lit: COVERED A Gh'fAT DEAL (IF GkOUND ~'> 
: AND, TALKED TO NA NY P~OPLt.. T HE SUBS! AMCE or HIS INr~nfST s ..... /~ 
'I CoPIl'll!:UT S. ~ NO . QUe Sf 10 NS ARE'. SUN£ilAK IZt:D I ~ ,t(t;LAT 10 N TO lot 

T HE T}fi EE' HR i::'A S )ij:. VIS IT ED •. . 
2. AMER leAl..· . '. 

A~ MR. ALSOP'S STAY IN HM£RICAL AU COMMENCED WITh 
INFORMj.\L DISCUSSIONS WITH l'rlGEN RAMSEY I-tND SEL1:'.CTED 
STArr OfFICERS ON 8 ~t:P. ON 9 SEP hE kECii:lV.t.D A G-2/6.-3/G-5 
BRli!:FING kT Ttt. blV cp, VISITW 2DAkVN DIV MG, QUI-l~ 
NGAI PC, "!JANG TIN PC, 5TH ARVN REGT, 196TJ1 L18, nU,P DuC ' 
RE-SETTLEMENT V11.LAGt:, 4-13'lST INF, 3-21StINF, 1 ...... 6111 INF, 
3-1S1 INF AND OVE.RFU.W SATAt«iAN ?£Nli-lSUl..A. PttIvR Tli 
DE PART lRE f HE klTl!. NDED T hl:. EVE [>41 HG BiHEF. 
B. PlR. I1LSOP WAS i..XTRi:.ltll!.LY INTERESTL::D INSTHk.NGTH 
IolND CAPEtBILITlES OF 2D AtI) 3D 'NVA DIVISIONS. 0-2 At-'l!!.klCAI. -".,IPiJ) HUt VITH ',. rACT SHEil WHICH LIST&» PkESc.tfI . •• ·.1. 01 W .. /YC REGtS IN AfIW( ICAL AO. FAct Slit.t.T ..... a. Atl AYUAGk. srRI.tit OF APPttOX 90111 NVA PEic REGT. 
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P 1702197 ZFF-4
SECRETFM CG III MAF

TO CG FHF PAC
ZEM
S E CR E T/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSUN
1. THE FOL MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
P 1702w7z ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMA CV
ZEM
SECRET /EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM
LTGEN NICKER SON
VISIT OF MR. JOSEPH ALSOP TO ICTZ
1. MR. ALSOP'S TOUR OF ICTZ COMMENCED UPON ARRIVAL AT
CHU LAI 081800H SEP AND TERMINATED WITH HIS DEPARTURE

RECEIVEDROM DANANG BA SE OPS AT 11173DH SEP. HIS THREE-PART

17 SEP P.M..VISIT (AMERICAL, XXIV CORPS, III MAF) WAS CHARACTERIZED
BY IN-DEPTH BACKGROUND DISCUSSIONS WITH KEY LEADERS
ON ENEMY ORDER OF BATTLE, CASUALTY FIGURES, AND
PACIFICATION PROGRESS. HE COVERED A GREAT DEAL OF GROUND
AND TALKED TO MANY PEOPLE. THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS INTERESTS,
COMMENTS ND QUESTIONS ARE SUMMARIZED IN RELATION TO
THE THREE AREAS HE VISITED.
2. AMERICAL

H. MR. ALSOP'S STAY IN AMERICAL AO COMMENCED WITH
INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH MGEN RAMSEY AND SELECTED
STAFF OFFICERS ON 8 SEP. ON 9 SEP HE RECEIVED A G-2/G-3/G-5
BRIEFING HT THE DIV CP, VISITED 2D ARVN DIV HQ, QUANG
NGAI PC, QUA NG TIN PC, 5TH ARVN REGT, 196TH LIB, HIEP DUC
RESETTLEMENT VILLAGE, 4-13-1ST INF, 3-21ST INF, 1-46TH INF,
3-1ST INF AND OVERFLEW BATANGAN PENINSULA. PRIUR TO
DEPARTURE, HE ATTENDED THE EVENING BRIEF.
B. MR. ALSOP WAS EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN STRENGTH
AND CAPABILITIES OF 2D AND 3D NV A DIVISIONS. G-2 AMERICAL
PROVIDED HIM WITH A FACT SHEET WHICH LISTED PRESENT
SYRE NOTH OF WA/VC REGIS IN AMERICAL AO. FACT SHEET

44(1)REFLECTED AN AVERAGE STRENGTH OF APPROX 900 NVA PER REGT.

44(1)
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; .3. XX IV CORPS 
-- - --"-~-.---

A. l>iPMtU> CHU l.AI il918fg~ FOR XXIV CUKPS. ",t(. 
Al.SOP RO~ XXIV COftPS riQ ON 9 5EP. Ol~ lt1 5eP HI:. SPiNY THE. 
ENTIRE DAY IN rHlJA Y'HltH pROVHJCf; PRlr'2AKIl.Y VISITlOO WlTh 
COl. THANH; THE PROVINQ:: CRIE;:. ijt:;. kLSO hH.D DISCUSSIuNS 
WiTHMGEN WHi:;1:.L.ER,DCG XXIV COttPS, ffjS·!;:N JOtvt.S, CG 3D MHRDIV, 
AND MGEH tlR.IGHI; CG lWilSl' ABlV DIV 'k~i) •. Hi HUN AI XXIV. 

'. CORPS H'-t AND DltPAHTED FOk DANANG HT .1i:ili;i7kilt£ Sli:P69. ' 
B. NR~ kLSOP [XPRESSEDGRb:At CONCEl'tN OVER POSS18L~ 

: TROOP REDUct IONS IN THE TWO HOkrHEkN PROVINCES, tU:; lrIuS 
: l~lFftESSl£D WITH RVNAf PROGRESS I1NI> THr. H.ECoVEkY i:.FFOkT Ilv 
! HUE, BUI' FOOECAST Et~ENY CAPA8U.ITl£S BEING USED Tu EXPLIJIT 
! Us -\I·lT iIlRAWALS. HE T HI NKS FUnT HER rR 001" ttt;DUCT IONS II ILL 
) BE LETTING THE PEOPLE DOWN AND FORFEITING IHt. EXC~J..J..t.NT 

fROGRESS MADE. IN PACIFICAT IOU •. 
. C. HE.: LIStt:DtHE RISKS OF ktDUCING TkOOPS AND SAID Hi 

THINKS y-. ftiILITARY l.1I.ADEftS WOULD AGkEEWlTH HIl<J IF ThEY 
COLLO SAY so.Ht RECALLED HIS LAST' V ISlT Ii IT H 3D D IV 
WHEN G.c;H DAVIS BRliFEll HIM ON tJ1l.l: PhuBl.Et\jS of Tm. l..f.!UIIAfv 
B~nER~ HE HGREED wnJi PKlSENT ttiC01'i t:JiFuHTS TO P1tliVID~ 
AN .Hl.iRT fOR kNY EHl!:t-lY BUILDUP. 

D .• Hi.IlGHU:.D THAT HAMBUi1GtH iUl.1.. WAS Ni!:CiSSARY Tv 
DENY tl£ kSHAlJ VALLEY TO ThE ENii.t)jY. hE CvNCLllED tHAI t1U!; 
WA hI1D SUFFERED GREAT LOSSES BUI HETAI NS IHE ABILlT Y TL 
COl'lt Bft CK. 0 N. SUftlPlAR Y, HE IS CO~ CEkcN£D W II t1 Th~ V H CU UM 
tHAT WlLLB~ Lt.'I 1'W Iii:: TWO I~Ol'trH£ni~ PkllVINCES IF Tl'touP 
REDuct.IONS tAKE PLACE. HE DEPART::D XXIV CUrtPS 1111iOK;11 SlP. 
4- 111 l'lHF 

A. l'lR. klSOP ARR IVEDDANANG BASE OPS AT 1111S0H SEP 
AND WAS illET BY CG III NAF RND DE? COItDS. HIS VISIT HI 
II l ~F COi*Slsn:D PH WAH 11. Y OJi S~PARATE IN-Dil;PTH DISCUSSlu NS 

; 'Wltl C8 "1 ItA,. AfI). DiP COftJ>S AS SUlIlPlAHU:i.D 8EL4iWt 
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3. XXIV CORPS
A. DEPARTED CHU LAI 0918KDH FOR XXIV CURPS. MR.

ALSOP RON XXIV CORPS HQ ON 9 SEP. ON 10 SEP HE SPENT THE
ENTIRE DAY IN THUA THIEN PROVINCE PRIMARILY VISITING WITH
COL THANH, THE PROVINCE CHIEF. HE ALSO HAD DISCUSSIONS
WITH MGEN WHEELER, DCG XXIV CORPS, MGEN JONES, CG 3D MARDIV,
AND MGE N WRIGHT, CG 101ST ABN DIV (HM). HE RUN AT XXIV
CORPS HQ AND DEPARTED FOR DANANG AT 1607002 SEP 69 .

B. MR. ALSOP EXPRESSED GREAT CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE
TROOP REDUCTIONS IN THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES, HE WAS
IMPRESSED WITH RVNAF PROGRESS AND THE RECOVERY EFFORT IN
HUE, BUT FORECAST ENEMY CAPABILITIES BEING USED To EXPLUIT
US WITHDRAWALS. HE THINKS FURTHER TROOP REDUCTIONS WILL
BE LETTING THE PEOPLE DOWN AND FORFEITING The EXCELLENT
PR OGRESS MADE IN PACIFICATION.

C. HE LISTED THE RISKS OF REDUCING TR00PS AND SAID HE
THINKS THE MILITARY LEADERS WOULD AGREE WITH HIM IF THEY
COULD SAY so. HE RECALLED HIS LAST VISIT WITH 3D DIV
WHEN GEN DAVIS BRIEFED HIM ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE LAUTIAN
BORDER. HE AGREED WITH PRESENT RECOW EFFURTS TO PROVIDE
AN ALERT FOR ANY ENEMY BUILD UP.

D. HE AGREED THAT HAMBURGER HILL WAS NECESSARY To
DENY THE ASHAU VALLEY TO THE ENEMY. HE CONCEDED THAT THE
NVA HAD SUFFERED GREAT LOSSES BUT RETAINS THE ABILITY TO
COME BACK. ON SUMMARY, ME IS CONCENNED WITH THE VACUUM
THAT WILL BE LEFT IN THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES IF TROUP
REDUCTIONS TAKE PLACE. HE DEPARTED XXIV CURPS 111100H SEP.
4. III MAF

A. MR. ALSOP ARRIVED DANANG BASE UPS AT 11113DH SEP
AND WAS MET BY CG III MAF AND DEP CORDS. HIS VISIT AT
III NAF CONSISTED PRIMARILY OF SEPARATE IN-DEPTH DISCUSSIONS

4412)WITH ce III MAF AND DEP CORD S AS SUMMARIZED BELOW:
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)-, ,. -B. :t6 111 MA';~ H[--YAS cONC£ifHii)--ABoUTDNi~~i:~-pj'i 
I HAS FIVE BESTS PLUS NlI'BER, OF DIVISIONS NORTH. OUR SCttEtN 
I IS TOO THIN. EHEC'lY CAN STklKE SOUNT AND DESTnUY ALL 
! PACIFICATION DOWN TO HUE. IT WOULD Bli. .Ii FATAl. Bl.OW. I;Rr-heM 
i LOST.WAR B~FOR[ DIEN tHiN PliU Wht:N 111£ LOST BINh LtlNG 
: PROVINCE. HE WAS INPRE:SS£D WITH INCHEASED CvNTktJL t;ViiK 
. POPlLATED AREAS. hE IUSCUSSlW T.HE t.:Nb.MY·S DILEM{~A OF 

CONTINUING 1011 PREstNT PACE MND LOSING HIS GkIP., HI:. QuEtfll:!;D ' 
T}[ REAL SIG NIFICHNC£ OF SAPPEk ATTACKS. HEDISCOUNTj!;D . 

, IMP OR TA NCE OF V C INJiRJ.l-STHUCTUR£ AND £XPRESSt,D W weEk N .. 
ONLY FOR ~lAN WITH THE GUN. SAID VCI WOULD DIE WIIHuUT. lit:. 
WAS IMPJU.SSEO 'WITh AL-tliftlCAL PUHSUlt OF MAli'l liUnel:; i!.l .. Eru:.NTS. 

: C<l"ltvlEWTED THAT PY·S FIGhT LIKE MAHIW£SI Vl:;xY HGGMi:.SSIVE. 
Wl£N EfilEFEO'THAT MOST £NU1Y UNITS kftE 75 PEkCENT STkt.,vGTH·H~lJ 
BELOW Bi:;CflUSE OF '-jALARIA, FOOD SHOnTHG£ AND IoltTHlT,lON, HE 
DISCOUNTED NliLARlA AS AN IMPOHTANT FACTtIk f SAYING IT, IS 
INHERENT TO THe NAtIVE VIETNAMESE. HE tiEQUESTED ilND WAS 
PROVIDh.:D A FAct SHEET LlSTlHCi DETAIl.ED FHIENDLY AND 1i.NE(t,y 
CASUALTY FIGlRl£S'. FOR 1969 • 

. C. CORDS. Nih ALSOP'S DISCUSSION WITH ~ln. FlkFl!.k, 
DEp CORDS III MIiF, COVERED THE ENTIKE GANUT OF PACIFIC".TluN. 
COPlES OF BRIEFING SLIDES WITH DETAILiD 511'\T1STIC5 WERE 
REQlEsrt;D AND.PlJ.iDE I4VklLA8t.£. IN CuN\leKSATION, l"lk. HLS(J~ 
AND MR. F If( nR AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING pUINTS. 

, (1) POPULATION CONTROl.. IS NOW 15 PEriCENT OF THE vVb:RALL 
PROBLEM IN coNtRAST TO THE 45 PEnC£NT IT WAS IN FEBitUkRY 1968. ' 

(2) GEOPGRAPHI CALL v, OBV l(JUS PttOBLEM ARE*,S Atdi 
MO DUC 10 DUC phO ttROUNDQUtd«1 NGAI CITY, ~ND PAnTS VF 
VHLU .. Y FR<X'! 14M 110A TO HOIri'" IN QUANG ~AM •. 

(3) ~w riA'~LEt Ii fI) VILLAGE GOVf.:t<N(VJ.li.tns l-Htt (1\1ili 
POPllAR T~N£>Ei'lQatAtlCBUT AMOVE. INTJ-Uj; HIGHt DlkECTIUN. 

(4) IT 15. l:.XtRi:.l'lELY DIFFICULT TO FIX AN 'ACCU"~Ti:. ' 
ESTIMJtTE ON THE gi~J.o.;~Y GUEXlLlA STttt[VGTH. 

MR. iiL SOP cot'iME NT ED T liA T THE NVA triADE A 1Wl1ST A Kt: 1 N 
CO"t{¥lITT ING T HE~JSELVES SO SIRONSL Y kT HU';P Due. hi:: ltliQUi.!.STED 
lit MEET IN'G WIT it OSk Rlt;PS MCCART hY ANP KELLY TO 1::XAMINE HIS 
Tt£SlS ON WANING VC Gi&RILLA srRE~lGTH. ltv GtNEkAL rHe:Y 
AGJtEED. MR. ALSOP CON a.. l.iU': WItH COft!PLIMENTAR't ttEMkRKS 
ABOUT WHAT HE CONSI1Hi,Rt;O THE' IMPROVED 'COMMAND PliSTLif\i:; 
A'NO Qt.ftLlTY or Ill, NA; SINCE HIS l.AST VISIT. 
WAIt- .~, . 

-_11""4,.::'@.J.;.:i~ , 
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B. CG III MAF. HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT DMZ. ENEMY
HAS FIVE REGIS PLUS NUMBER OF DIVISIONS NORTH. OUR SCREEN
IS T 00 THIN. ENENY CAN STRIKE SOUNT AND DESTRUY ALL
PACIFICATION DOWN TO HUE. IT WOULD BE A FATAL BLOW. FRENCH
LOST WAR BEFORE DIEN BIEN PHU WHEN THE LOST BINK LUNG
PROVINCE. HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH INCHEASED CONTROL OVER
POPULATED AREAS. HE DISCUSSED THE ENEMY'S DILEMMA OF
CONTINUING AT PRESENT PACE AND LOSING HIS GRIP. HE QUERIED
THE REAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SAPPER ATTACKS. HE DISCOUNTED
IMPORTANCE OF VC INFRA-STRUCTURE AND EXPRESSED CUNCERN
ONLY FOR MAN WITH THE GUN. SAID VCI WOULD DIE WITHOUT. HE
WAS IMPRESSED WITH AMERICAL PURSUIT OF MAIN FORCE ELEMENTS.
COMMENTED THAT PF'S FIGHT LIKE MARINES; VERY AGGRESSIVE.
WHEN BRIEFED THAT MOST ENEMY UNITS ARE 75 PER CENT STRENGTH AND SOME
BELOW BE CA USE OF MALARIA, FOOD SHORTAGE AND ATTRITION, HE
DISCOUNTED MALARIA AS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR, SAYING IT IS
INHERENT TO THE NATIVE VIETNAMESE. HE REQUESTED AND WAS
PROVIDED A FACT SHEET LISTING DETAILED FRIENDLY AND ENEMY
CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 1969.

C. CORDS. MR. ALSOP'S DISCUSSION WITH MR. FIRFER,
DEP CORDS III MAF, COVERED THE ENTIRE GAMUT OF PACIFICATION.
COPIES OF BRIEFING SLIDES WITH DETAILED STATISTICS WERE
REQUESTED AND MADE AVAILABLE. IN CONVERSATION, MR. ALSOP
AND MR. F IR FER AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS:

(1) POPULATION CONTROL IS NOW 15 PERCENT UF THE OVERALL
PROBLEM IN CONTRAST TO THE 45 PER CENT IT WAS IN FEBRUARY 1968.

(2) GEOPGRAPHICALLY, OBVIOUS PROBLEM AREAS ARE
MO DUC TO DUC PHO AROUND QUANG NGAI CITY, AND PARTS UF
VALLEY FROM AN HOA TO HOI AN IN QUANG NAM.

(3) NEW HAMLET AND VILLAGE GOVERNMENTS ARE MORE
POPULAR THAN DEMOCRAT IC BUT A MOVE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.

(4) IT IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO FIX AN ACCURATE
ESTIMATE ON THE ENEMY GUER ILLA STRENGTH.

MR. ALSOP COMMENTED THAT THE NVA MADE A MISTAKE IN
COMMITTING THEMSELVES SO STRONGLY AT HIEP DUC. HE REQUESTED
A MEETING WITH OSA REPS MCCARTHY AND KELLY TO EXAMINE HIS
THESIS ON WANING VC GUERILLA STRENGTH. IN GENERAL THEY
AGREED. MR. ALSOP CONCLUDE WITH COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS
ABOUT WHAT HE CONSIDERED THE IMPROVED COMMAND PUSTURE
AND QUALITY OF III MAF SINCE HIS LAST VISIT.

44(31
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APTA

44(3)
DECLASSIFIED



e 
SECRET 

OPERATION (ODE 
l\ - OIlIGIIIATOR 
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE - -. 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 
I - INFORMATION 
S - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION (ODE 

CG .:r 
DCG ,'" Z 
CIS L 
DC/S I 

DCS PLANS 
DEPCORDS 
DSA ICTZ 

DATE 

IN OIJ.T 

II4IJt111 
~ f 

I<JI If' 
0' 

, 
/ SiS :r:. 'l//y 

G-l '/ 

G-2 X ~ ~( '7 

G-3 
, 

G-4 
G-!> 
G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 
CHAP 
CIS 

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
FSEO 

HQ CMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAl 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDT~E 
REPRO 
SJA 

SPl SERV 
SUPPLY 

FoRMED 0 
sfC 
TCC 

SGT MAJ 

DECLASSIFIED 

III MAFFORM 5216 (REY 8-69) 
FROM I DATE 

CO '" MAr 1 ~ AFP /;,0 

SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE I (Opt .tSO .• 3 P 189J530Z SEP 69 OF 4 COPI ES REC'D. 

~INIT' 
SUBJECT 

SStGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLtGENC IV~ 
'-<r7 STAFF ~FICER To HQ It I KIF (C) 

E 

<!~/ REYJf)f l) 
DIS~TION:. 

o Retain tor _,MOIltha. 

(4. ~ o Destroy atter routing. I 
() ~~ !o...- o Retm-n for permanent retentim. " ... 

Section SiJznatm1 
._ .. 

Nl_ SfD SOft 
-

. 

(ly 

lUI' I ..... ' 10. "''''''Al ""'I $ . 
SECRET" I 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

MARINE AM HIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
- ORIGINATOR

CG 111 MAF 18 SEP 69A ACTION/COGNIZANCE
( - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
I - INFORMATION

P 1805302 SEP 69 COPY,NO.3 OF 4 COPIES REC'D.S - SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE

1984

OUTIN

N
ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLIGENCECG STAFF OFFICER TO HQ 111 MKF (c)

IDCG

9/18 cup REMARKC/S
DC/S

DIS POSTION:
DCS PLANS
DEP CORDS

months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

9/18
you

S/S I
Destroy after routing.G-1

HasXG-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

HAS BEEN SENTAWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR

Rn
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

FORMED o

46)

SEC
TCC

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
DECLASSIFIED



• 

,P -j.8SJJZ-,pt;.-.{------­
I FM CB III IA' 
j ,TO CG '~FfAC 
: ZEM " -'0-

DECLASSIFIED 

., 
;r-~. t '~ 

~ 

....... "', 

SEC R E T/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN BUSE JiR()1 LTGEN NICKERSON 
ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLIGENCE ST'A;F OFFICER TO HQ 
III MAr (C) 
1. (El) AS YOU KNOW, CURRENT PLANNING ANTICIPATE:S REDEPLOYMENT 
rRCJIf VIETNAM OF USMC FORCES INCLUDING III MAr HQ, WHICH WILL BE 

, REPl..~CED BY A HQ sr AFrED BY U.s. ARMY PERSONNEl.. 
I 2,. CC) AS A COR OLLARY PlAtTER, MY G-2, COL ONEL JOHN CANTON, 1M ILl.. 
i ROTATE to CONUS IN JANUARY t.970. AMONG AVAILABLE AND ANTICIPATED 

PERSONNEL ASSETS, THERE ARE NO MARINE COLONELS WITH THE QUALI­
FICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE NECESSARY TO BE AN EFFECTIVE 111 MAr 
G-2. 
3. (S) IN VIEW OF' THESE TWO FACTORS, I AM CONSIDERING A REQUEST 
TO COMUSMACV 'OR THE ASSIGNMENT' TO HG III MAF aYAN ARMY COLONELi 
WHO IS AN INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER. I ENVISION THAT SUCH AN , 
OFFICER WOULD BE ASSIGNED INITIALLY AS DEPuTY 6-2 PRELIMINARY , 
TO TAKING OVER AS ACOFS G-2 UPON THE DEPA.RTURE OF CANTON. THIS 
APPROACH, I BELIEVE, WOULD SOLVE THE PR OJ:ltEM' OF A RELIEF' FOR 

, CANT ON AND AT SAME TIME WOULD LAY THE GR OUNDW ORK DURING THE 
i COM1 NG MONT liS FOR PH CAl ID I NG NECESSARY CONT 1 NUlTY FOO THE D IREC­
'I' TION AND MANAGEMENT OF tHE u.s. INTELLIGENCE EFFORT IN ICTZ • 
. 4. (0) SINCE SUCH A MOVE REPRESENTS A DEPARTURE 

t FRQI1 EXISTING PROCEDURES, I WOULD MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS 
I IN THIS MATTER BEFORE I TAKE ANY FURTHER ACTION. 
: GP-4 : 2'" -1 

1 •• 1 SECRE1J 
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FM C6 III MAF
TO CG PMFPAC
ZEM
SECREI/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN BUSE FR OM LTGEN NICKERSON
ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER TO HQ
III MAF (C)
1. (S) AS YOU KNOW, CURRENT PLANNING ANTICIPATES REDEPLOYMENT
FROM VIETNAM OF USMC FORCES INCLUDING III MAF HQ, WHICH WILL BE
REPLACED BY A HQ STAFFED BY U.S. ARMY PERSONNEL.
2. (C) AS A COR OLLARY MATTER, MY G-2, COLONEL JOHN CANTON, WILL
ROTATE TO CONUS IN JANUARY 1970. AMONG AVAILABLE AND ANTICIPATED
PERSONNEL ASSETS, THERE ARE NO MARINE COLONELS WITH THE QUALI-
FICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE NECESSARY TO BE AN EFFECTIVE III MAF
G-2.
3. (S) IN VIEW OF THESE TWO FACTORS, I AM CONSIDERING A REQUEST
TO COMUSMACV FOR THE ASSIGNMENT TO HQ III MAF OF AN ARMY COLONEL
WHO IS AN INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER. I ENVISION THAT SUCH AN
OFFICER WOULD BE ASSIGNED INITIALLY AS DEPUTY 6-2 PRELIMINARY
TO TAKING OVER AS ACOFS G-2 UPON THE DEPARTURE OF CANTON. THIS
APPROACH, I BELIEVE, WOULD SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF A RELIEF FOR
CANTON AND AT SAME TIME WOULD LAY THE GROUNDWORK DURING THE
COMING MONTHS FOR PROVIDING NECESSARY CONTINUITY FOR THE DIREC-
TION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE U.S. INTELLIGENCE EFFORT IN ICTZ.
4. (U) SINCE SUCH A MOVE REPRESENTS A DEPARTURE
FROM EXISTING PROCEDURES, I WOULD MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS
IN THIS MATTER BEFORE I TAKE ANY FURTHER ACTION.
GP-4
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C 0 N F I D E N T I A L SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN SIMPSON

FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
MALARIA DISCIPLINE
lo THE MALARIA RATE FOR YOUR MARINES HAS BEEN

VERY HIGH AND INDICATIONS ARE THAI YOU WILL

HAVE OVER 500 CASES IN SEPTEMBER, WITH OVER

200 DURING THE WEEK OF 11-17 SEPTEMBER.

2. FROM THE RATES IT IS APPARENT THAT YOUR

EXCELLENT DIRECTIVE ON MALARIA DISCIPLINE IS NOI

BEING FOLLOWED. I AM VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THIS

MATTER AND WANT YOU TO HOLD THE OFFICERS IN

COMMAND PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPROVEMENT @

I KNOW YOU SHARE MY CONCERN AND UNDERSTAND MY

METHODS.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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SEC R E 'r LIMDIS/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN Z_!S FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
ADJUSU!ENT OF FORCE DISPOSITIONS IM CONNECTION WITH 3D MARINE 
D rurSI ON (-) REDEPLOYMENT (S) . I Tin M 
A. C(:! TIl ~Ar 191914Z SEP 69 LiMiTED DISTq\[d.i i'l." 
B. CG XXIV CORPS 19145~Z SEp 69 
I. (S) REFERENCE A AND OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF 19 SeP CON­
CERNED A TIl MAF pROPOSAL TO DEPLOY ONE BATTALION OF THE 26TH MARINES 
IN THE pHU LO'C DISTRICT OF THUA THIl!:N PROVINCE A& EXPANDING THE 
1ST r~RDIV TAOR NORTHWARD ACCORDINGLY. 
2. (S) DURING THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE,3D YARINE DIVISION AND SO 

· .LO~ AS At-;p}{teIOUS SHIPPING IS AVAILJABU:. IT IS MY INTENT TO rAIN­
TAIN ONE BATTALION OF THE 26TH r':,AIHNES N A tt,OBIU: RESERVE AVAIL­
ABLE FOR EMpLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN yeTZ WITH PJHORITY TO NICTZ IN THE 
E'lEI\'T THE ENEMY ATTEMPTS TO EXPLOIT THE SITUATION DUH'ING THE rovt:._ 

· rEm OF THE 3D ~1AqDtV. 
: 3. (S) ALTHOUGH A DECISION HAS Nor Y~T BEEN MADE AS TO TIMING, Al 
: SOr'ETIME DURING UR Atifl!.R rat. REvEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D rIAROIV, A~PHI8-
: rous SHIPPING WILL NO LONGt.R at AVAILABU. IN THe. tCli LITTORAL 
i (t:lROBABtY ABOUT I NO"E~1BER)J CONSEQ'fEtJrLY, SlF"S WILL ALSO ~,lO 
i LO~~R 'f\t. AVAILABLE. Ar THAT II~E., rHT£: SlF' BATTALION WILL BE 
: ESTA8L rSHED ASHORE pERMANENTLY AF'iD NOT ON A TI? ANSITORY BASIS. 
· ~. (S) AS YuU KNOW, ONE Of HiE PR IMARY CONSIDER ATIONS IN THE 
: DEcISION rN REGARu TO OPI!.~ATIONS IN Tn!!. A. S}tAU WAS THe. HYPt.NIJING 
, DI!:PARTUR£ OF THE 3D MARUIV.TttIS FACTOR DICTATED THAT wE CONSOLI­
i DATE OUR rOt? CES. CUNSISTt:NT \fIf Ii TM! S ~10VE, THE DEPLOY~:ENT OF 
I A NOTHER AVAILABLE BATTALION NORTH OF HA I V,AN PASS WOUL)) PER~IT 
: fURTHER cONSOLIDAT!ON OF' YOUR FORCES IN NICTZ. 
I 5. (S) I APPRECIATE YOUR VIEwS CO~ctJ.?NING THe. ADVANTAGES OF r.ILI-

TARY BOUNDARIES COINCIDING WITH POL!TICAL BOUNu4KI~S. HO~~, I 
8ElIEvE THAT r AcTICAL CONSIDER ATIONS'-A~E PAq A~OuNT IN THIS Il SE, 

, TRE ASSIGNNENT OF RE~PONSIBILII 't fiOl? Hie l1AI VAN LAND MASS, WHICH 
i SERVES AS AN l':f'.£MY APPROACH ROUTE INTO 1M£:: taNANG ARt-A,. TO A SINGLE 
I MILITARY COMMAND. THE PROBLEMS OF COOPDINATION AND LIAISON CAN 
i CERTAINlY'B!:.: OVERCOME AS THEY HA"E f;E:SN H' OTHER AREAS IN THE PAST. 
\ 6. (S) ANOTHER CONSIDERA lION, JUST AS IT WAS IN THE RETtJRN OF THE 
: 1ST BDE 101ST ASN, IS UNIT INTEGRITY wnH IrS OBVIOUS ADVANTAGES. 

1
7. (S) FOR TNE AeOVE REASONS, WHEN iHE BATTALION OF TH£ 25TH MA­
Rlf\ES BECOMES AVAILABLE FOR DEPtOYM~NT ASHOi~E ON A PERMANtl\.'T BASIS, 

; IT IS MY INTENTION TO EMPLOY IT IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF'PHn LOC 
iDISTRICT AND ASSIGN THAT PORTION OF THUA THIEN PROVINCE TO THE 1ST 
: r!,ARDlv. YOUR COMMENTS ARE Rh;QUES1ED ON THE ACTUAL TRACE OF THE 

i~~:~~: .. PROP~S£~s~N N~~~R~~nV~R IMMEDIATELY" ... c. ~~!'%: 

/ (I) 
DECLASSIFIED 
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0 210613Z ZYH
SECRETFM CG III MAF

TO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
SECRET LIMDIS/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ADJUSTMENT OF FORCE DISPOSITIONS IN CONNECTION WITH 3D MARINE
DIVISION (-) REDEPLOYMENT (S)

LIMITED DISTRIBUTIONA. CG III MAF 191914Z SEP 69
B. CG XXIV CORPS 191450Z SEP 69
1. (S) REFERENCE A AND OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF 19 SEP CON-
CERNED A III MAF PROPOSAL TO DEPLOY ONE BATTALION OF THE 26TH MARINES
IN THE PHU LOC DISTRICT OF THUA THIEN PROVINCE AND EXPANDING THE
1ST MARDIV TAOR NORTHWARD ACCORDINGLY.
2. (S) DURING THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION AND SO
LONG AS ANPHIBIOUS SHIPPING IS AVAILIABLE, IT IS MY INTENT TO MAIN-
TAIN ONE BATTALION OF THE 26TH MARINES § A MOBILE RESERVE AVAIL-
ABLE FOR EMPLOYMENT ANYWHERE IN ICTZ WITH PRIORITY TO NICTZ IN THE
EVENT THE ENEMY ATTEMPTS TO EXPLOIT THE SITUATION DUNING THE MOVE-
MENT OF THE 3D MARDIV.
3. (s) ALTHOUGH A DECISION HAS NOT YET BEEN MADE AS TO TIMING, AI
SOMETIME DURING UR AFTER THE REUEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D MARDIV, AMPHIB-
IOUS SHIPPING WILL NO LONGER BE AVAILABLE IN THE ICTZ LITTORAL
(PROBABLY ABOUT 1 NOVEMBER); CONSEQUENTLY, SLF'S WILL ALSO NO
LONGER BE AVAILABLE. AT THAT TIME, THE SLF BATTALION WILL BE
ESTABLISHED ASHORE PERMANENTLY AND NOT ON A TRANSITORY BASIS.
4. (S) AS YUU KNOW, ONE OF THE PRIMARY CONSIDERATIONS IN THE
DECISION IN REGARD TO OPERA TIONS IN The A SHAU WAS THE IMPENDING
DEPARTURE OF THE 3D MARDIV. THIS FACTOR DICTATED THAT WE CONSOLI-
DATE OUR FORCES. CUNSISTENT WITH THIS MOVE, THE DEPLOYMENT OF
A NOT HER AVAILABLE BATTALION NORTH OF HA I VAN PASS WOULD PERMIT
FURTHER CONSOLIDATION OF YOUR FORCES IN NICTZ.
5. (S) I APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS CONCERNING THE ADVANTAGES OF MILI-
TARY BOUNDARIES COINCIDING WITH POLITICAL BOUNDARIES. HOWER, I
BELIEVE THAT TACTICAL CONSIDER TIONS ARE PARAMOUNT IN THIS ase,
THE ASSIGNMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HAI VAN LAND MASS, WHICH
SERVES AS AN ENEMY APPROACH ROUTE INTO THE DANANG AREA, TO A SINGLE
MILITARY COMMAND. THE PROBLEMS OF COOPDINATION AND LIAISON CAN
CERTAINLY BE OVER COME AS THEY HAVE BEEN IN OTHER AREAS IN THE PAST.
6. (S) ANOTHER CONSIDERATION, JUST AS IT WAS IN THE RETURN OF THE
1ST BDE 101ST ABN, IS UNIT INTEGRITY WITH ITS OBVIOUS ADVANTAGES.
7. (S) FOR THE ABOVE REASONS, WHEN THE BATTALION OF THE 26TH MA-
RINES BECOMES AVAILABLE FOR DEPLOYMENT ASHORE ON A PERMANENT BASIS,
IT IS MY INTENTION TO EMPLOY IT IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF PHII LOC
DISTRICT AND ASSIGN THAT PORTION OF THUA THIEN PROVINCE TO THE 1ST
MARDIV. YOUR COMMENTS ARE REQUESTED ON THE ACTUAL TRACE OF THE
BOUNDARY AS PROPOSED IN REFERENCE A.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
GP-4
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OTTCZYUW RUYVSYH29!~ 26601!4mCCtCQ-~UYVSYB RUYVSYDo 
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o 230114Z SEP 69 
FM CG III MAr DNG 
TO RUYVSYB/COMNAVSUPPAcr DNG 
RUYVSYD/COMNAVfORV 
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B1 CON F 1 DEN t I. A L SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR RADM BONNER~ INFO 
VADM ZUMWALT FROM LIGEN NICKERSON a 

Ao ~G III MAF 0513442 SEP 69 
Bo COMNAVSUPPACT DNG 210804Z SE? 69 : 
10 (C) BY REF A ! REQUEstED RENOVALOr- 1 HE ttlV PHONG 
CHAU FROM THE DNG RIVERo FROM RE~ B AND OTHER RECENT 
MESSAGES II APPEARS THAT SUFFICIENT SURVEYS AND 
INVESTIGAtIONS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED AND" THE BEST MEANS 
OF REMOVAL HAS BEEN DETERMINEDQ II IS MY DESIRE THAT 
REMOVAL OF PHONG CHAU BE ACCDMPLISH~D IN AN EXPEDITIOUS 
[1]1\ NNER I> 

20 (C) AS STAlED REF A THE CG ICTZ WILL PROVIDE 
APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTAtION HOLDING THE-UNITED STATES 
FREE OF ANY CLAIMS BY THE Ol~NERS OR' THE! GVN fOR THE 
lJJRECl{ BEING REMOVED IN ANY MAtJNER I'RO(,:~ ns PRESENT 
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EXCLUSIVE

FOR
OTTCZYUW RUYVSYH2913 26601 14 60 CCCC--RUYVSYB RUYVSYD.

ZNY CCCCC
0 2301142 SEP 69
FM CG III MAF DNG
TO RUYVSYB/COMNAVSUPPACT DNG
RUYVSYD/COMNAVFORV
BT
C 0 N i I D E N I I A SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR RADM BONNER, INFO

VADM ZUMWALT FROM LIGEN NICKERSON.
A. CG III MAF 05 1344Z SEP 69

B. COMNAVSUPPACT DNG 210804Z SEP GS

1. (C) BY REF A I REQUESTED REMOVAL OF THE MV PHONG

CHAU FROM THE DNG RIVER. FROM REF B AND OTHER RECENT

MESSAGES IT APPEARS THAT SUFFICIENT SURVEYS AND

INVESTIGATIONS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED AND THE BEST MEANS

OF REMOVAL HAS BEEN DETERMINED. II IS MY DESIRE THAT

REMOVAL OF PHONG CHAU BE ACCOMPLISHED IN AN EXPEDITIOUS

MANNER.
2. (C) AS STATED REF A THE CG ICTZ WILL PROVIDE

APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTATION HOLDING THE UNITED STATES

FREE OF ANY CLAIMS BY THE OWNERS OR THE:GVN FOR THE

WRECK BEING REMOVED IN ANY MANNER FROM ITS PRESENT

PAGE 2 RUYVSYD2913 C 0 N F I D E N I I A L SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR

POSITION. THESE DOCUMENTS ARE NOW BEING PREPARED BY THE

STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE AND WILL BE FORWARDED IMMEDIATELY

BY SEPARATE CORRESPONDENCE.
3. (U) WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
29.13
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'--,1 ce-Yll IIA'­
itO COllUSUCV 

t:i'l C-, ,- TI, •• II .. Taw ... "'ON LT{![NftIC1ftRSON 
steTtoN ONE 0' TWO ; 
V ISIT OF DEPCOMUSl'1ACV TO lCTZ. 19SEP69 
A. [IIAcV 32261 DTF381105Z MAY69 
t. fOL SUBMITTED rAW REF' A. 
2. GEN ROSSON VISITED UNITS IN THE AMERICAL TAOI ON 
19 SEl' 1969. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY CG, AMERICAL DIV, DEP 
CG, III MAF' AND ca, 2ND ARVN DIV. UPON HIS ARRIVAL AT THE 
CHU LAt AIRFIELD, GtN RAMSEY BRIEFED SEN ROSSON ON THE 
POINTED OUT TifE SUCCESSFUL PfI'/RF ACTIONS IN RECENT ENEMY 
ATTACKS ON TRA BONG, tiliP DUC ANO AN PHOUNG/OP GEORGE AND 
THAT HE WAS PARTICULARLY I~PR~SS~u WITH THEIR QUICK 

! REACTION DURING THE OPERATIONS. GEN ROSSON STATED THAT 
: THE REPORTS HE RECEIVED DID NOT ervl!: THE RF'S CREDIT fOR 
i A NY LARGE BODY COUNT IN THE AN PHOUNG ACTION. FUTURE 
I REPORTINGSHOtn..D INClUDE ALL SUCCESSFUL TERRITORIAL FORCE 
! REACTIONS SO THAT THTS ·YNFORPfATION CAN BE DISSEMINATED 
: pROpERLY. 

3. THE PARTY THEN UKPARTED FOR LZ WEST, WHERE GEN ROSSON 
WAS BRIEFED BY THE COt '196TH INF BD~·. ·CO. 5TH ARVN REGT 
AND CO,.4-31 INF ON CURRENT OPERATIONS AI\V THE BATTLE THAT 
TOOK PLACE IN HIEP DUC. SEN ROSSON ASKEO THE CO, (96TH 
aDE ABOUT THE [NEftY TACTICS IN TH£ HliP DUC AREA. COL 
TACKABERRY REPLIED THAT THE eNEMY UTILIZt:D UIVERSIONARY 
TACTICS; HE GAVE ,AS AN EXAMPLE THE ATTACK ON LZ: SI~ERIA 
ON 11 SEP WITH TH~ MAIN ATTACK AI~ED AT HIEP DUC ON THE 
FOLLOWING NIGHT. 
4. THE PARTY THEN FLEW TO LZ STINSON WHERE GEN ROSSON 

i RECEIVED A SITUATION BRIEFING FROM THE CO. 1~8TH BDE, 
CO. 6TH ARVN REGT, CO, 1-52 IN,.. (lEN ROSSON ASKED IF 
THEY THOUGkT THE c.NEl'IY·SPLANS AND MISSIONS WERE TO DIS­
RUPT THE PACIFICATION EFFORT IN THE AREA,. THE QUESTION 
WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BY TJU.TWO RECENT ATTACKS ON IRA BONG: 
AJII> AN pHOUNG/OP GEORGE. THE CO, 1-52 INF, CONFIRPlED GEN 
R OSSON-S COl'lMENT. BEN ROSSON ASKED THE PRl!.SENT STRENGTH 
OF'TME BNS OF THE 5TH REGT. COL THANH REPLIED THAT HIS·; 
AVERAGE STRENGTH IS BETWEEN 350-315. GEN ROSSON ASKED 
GEN rOAN HOW THE ARVN LlKED THE COMBAT RATION AM> IF' THE 
SUPPL Y WAS ADEQUATE, eEN TOAN SAID THAT THE SUPPLY WAS 
ADEQUAT£ ANO O. K. FOR A THREE TO rrVE DAY PERIOD, BUT THAT THE 
RICE IN THE RATION WAS DIF.FERENT Jl'ROM THAT of THE VN DIET, 
AND WAS THEREFORE, NOT TOO WElL LIKED. SEN ROSSON THEN ASKED 
LTcOL ~CMN. CO, 1 ... 52 INI"', ABOUT LIAISON TEAMS WITH CAp·S 
AND 01ST HQ. LTCOL BRllIN REPLIED THAT HE l'JA!NTAlNED 
LIASISON BY RADIO CONTACT WITH ALL CAp·TEAMS TO DISTRICT HQ. 
CO WHITTINGTON STATED THAT BDE MAINTAINS LIAISON AT ALL 
DIST Kg wrTH AN OFFICER FROM THE eN THAT HABITUALLY WORIS 
IN THAT AREA. A1fTILLEJtY LIAISON IS ALSO fUINTAIHED AT 
T 1£ DISTRICT LEVEL. SEN ROSSON ASKED {lEN rOAN ,€It Rts 
OJtINION OFTH! R'F' GROUP HQ. GENTOANREPI. ED THAT THE 

. IS NOV CL!ARLY D AN) lleA_ .. 
rltAff IN IT •• 

I 
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FM ce III MAF
TO COMUSBACV
ZEM

T/FOR MAEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
SECTION ONE OF TWO
VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO ICTZ, 19SEP69
A. MACV 32267 DTF 301105Z MAY69
1. FOL SUBMITTED IAW REF A.
2. GEN ROSSON VISITED UNITS IN THE AMERICAL TAOT ON
19 SEP 1969. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY CG, AMERICAL DIV, DEP
CG, III MAF AND CG, 2ND ARVN DIV. UPON HIS ARRIVAL AT THE
CHU LAI AIRFIELD, GEN RAMSEY BRIEFED GEN ROSSON ON THE
POINTED OUT THE SUCCESSFUL PF/RF ACTIONS IN RECENT ENEMY
ATTACKS ON TRA BONG, HIEP DUC AND AN PHOUNG/OP GE OR GE AND
THAT HE WAS PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED WITH THEIR QUICK
REACTION DURING THE OPERATIONS. GEN ROSSON STATED THAT
THE REPORTS HE RECEIVED DID NOT GIVE THE RF'S CREDIT FOR
A NY LARGE BODY COUNT IN THE AN PHOUNG ACTION. FUTURE
REPORTING SHOULD INCLUDE ALL SUCCESSFUL TERRITORIAL FORCE
REACTIONS SO THAT THIS INFORMATION CAN BE DISSEMINATED
PROPERLY.
3. THE PARTY THEN DEPARTED FOR LZ WEST, WHERE GEN ROSSON
WAS BRIEFED BY THE CO, 196TH INF BDE, CO, 5TH ARVN REGT
AND CO, 4-31 INF ON CURRENT OPERATIONS AND THE BATTLE THAT
TOOK PLACE IN HIEP DUC. GEN ROSS ON ASKED THE CO, 196TH
BDE ABOUT THE ENEMY TACTICS IN THE HIEP DUC AREA. COL
TACKABERRY REPLIED THAT THE ENEMY UTILIZED DIVERSIONARY
TACTICS: HE GAVE AS AN EXAMPLE THE ATTACK ON L.Z. SIBERIA
ON 11 SEP WITH THE MAIN ATTACK AIMED AT MIEP DUC ON THE
FOLLOWING NIGHT.
4. THE PARTY THEN FLEW TO LZ STINSON WHERE GEN ROSSON
RECEIVED A SITUATION BRIEFING FROM THE CO, 198TH BDE,
co, 6TH ARVN REGT, CO, 1-52 INF. GEN ROSSON ASKED IF
THEY THOUGHT THE ENEMY'S PLANS AND MISSIONS WERE TO DIS-
RUPT THE PACIFICATION EFFORT IN THE AREA. THE QUESTION
WAS BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE TWO RECENT ATTACKS ON TRA BONG
AND AN PHOUNG/OP GE OR GE. THE CO, 1-52 INF, CONFIRMED GEN
ROSSON'S COMMENT. GEN ROSSON ASKED THE PRESENT STRENGTH
OF THE BNS OF THE 6TH REGT. COL THANN REPLIED THAT MIS
AVERAGE STRENGTH IS BETWEEN 350-375. GEN ROSSON ASKED
GEN TOAN HOW THE ARVN LIKED THE COMBAT RATION AND IF THE
SUPPLY WAS ADEQUATE, GEN TOAN SAID THAT THE SUPPLY WAS
ADEQUATE AND O.K. FOR A THREE TO FIVE DAY PERIOD, BUT THAT THE
RICE IN THE RATION WAS DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE VN DIET,
AND WAS THEREFORE, NOT T 00 WELL LIKED. GEN ROSSON THEN ASKED
LTCOL BROWN, CO, 1-52 INF, ABOUT LIAISON TEAMS WITH CAP'S
AND DIST HQ. LTCOL BROWN REPLIED THAT MAINTAINED
LIASISON BY RADIO CONTACT WITH ALL CAP TEAMS TO DISTRICT HQ.
CO WHITTINGTON STATED THAT BDE MAINTAINS LIAISON AT ALL
DIST HQ WITH AN OFFICER FROM THE BN THAT HABITUALLY WORKS
IN THAT AREA. ARTILLERY LIAISON IS ALSO MAINTAINED AT
THE DISTRICT LEVEL. GEN ROSSON ASKED GEN TOAN FOR HIS
OPINION OF THE RF GR OUP HQ. GEN TOAN REPLIED THAT THE

IS NOW MORE CLEARLY DEFINED AND BECAUSE
IT MORE FUNCTIONAL THAN IN THE PAST. GEN

STRAT EXTRA TRAINING GIVENTO.TI
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j~- THE -'ARTY-THiN 'ROCtOlll TO m 411 V_REGEN IOSSON 
"'~IViD A BRIt'INI FlOI rKl eo. 5-1 Its,: AND CO .TI .llYN .'eT OM cualJM' onaATIO", AN) GftOUIllLll.lilt. OPDAnONl. 
WftEN LTCOI.. ELL IS (CO, 3-1 INF') HAD COl'1JtltTED MIS BftIE'ING, 
GEN. ROSSON AKiDABOUT THE CURRENT NCO STATuS IN THE BN. 
LTCOL ELLIS REPLIED ThAT HIS COMMAND WAS THE SAME AS 
OTHERS IN RVN IN THAT THERE WAS A SHORTAGt: orr ES'S AND 
E7·S. ~ . 
6. AFTER P1..YING TO LZ SAN JUAN MILL, GEN ROSSON ,RECEIVED 
A cURRENT INTI£LLIGENCE AND OPERATIONS BRIEFING BY THE CO. 
4-3 IN,. . ' -
7. AT LZ BRONCO BEN ROSSO ... RECEIVEO A BRIEFING BY THE 
11TH BDE ST AF"F' ON CURRE.NT INTELLIGENCE ANU OPERATIONS. 
GEN ROSSON QUESTION'D ritE RECENT AMBUSHES ALONG QL 1 
SOUTH OF LZ BRONCO AND ASKED THE DISTRICT CHIEF OF DUC 
PHO IF HE HAD ANY PRIOR INTELLIGENCE OR KNOWLIDGE. OF THE 
E r£MY CONCERNI NG nurSE ATT A OKS. THE DC ST AT ill T HA T HE 
THOUGHT THEY WERE MEMBERS OF' A NVA SAPPI!:R ELEI.'IENT ASSIGNED 
THE MISSION TO II'fTERuICT HOVtl'iiNT ON QL 1. GEN ROSSON 
·.THEN ASKED THE DC ABOUT HIS INFORl¥JATION PROGRAM. THE DC 
ANSWERED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT IT WAS SATISYACTC1fY, AS 
R EFt ECTED BY THE HIGH NUMBER OF VCI THAT HE HAS ELIMINATED 
GEN ROSSON STATED THAT THE DC HAS EVERYTHING NEEDED roo 
A GOOD INFORMATION PROGRA~ BUT SHOULD USE HIS PERSONNEL 
RESOURCES (VILLAGE CHIEF, HAMLET CHIEFS) TO PASS INFORMA­
TICNMORE EFFEcTIVELY. tit: INDICATED THAT TOO OFTEN THE 
D ISTRI CTS WANTED MORE LOUDSPEA KERS, URAMA TEAMS, ETC. 
RATHER THAN MAKING THE BEST USE OF WHAT WAS AVAILABLE. 
GEN ROSSON AKED THE DISTRICT CHIEF' WHAT PROGRESS WAS 
BEING MADE IN THE MOVEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC CONTINGENT 
OFOUE pHO TO A RESETTLEMENT AREA ABOUT 5 KMS. NORTH ON QL 
I. THE DISTRICT CHIEF REPLIED THAT ALL OF THE PEOPLE 
HAD DEcIDED TO GO TO CAl'! RANK BAY OR QUANG NGAI. GEN 
ROSSON ALSO A SKED ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE FR OM 
DIEN TROUNG TO A RD AREA. DISTRICT CHIEF' REPLIED THAT THEY 
HAD EsTAElISHED A CORDON AROUND THE VILLAGE FOR 3 DAYS 
AND RELOCATED THE VILLAGERS TO A RD AREA 2 KMS TO THE NORTH. 
8 •. pROCEEDING TO QUANG NGAI, GEN ROSSON RECEIVED A BRIEF­
ING FROM THE PROV CHIEF ON THE QUANG NGAt PACIFICATION 
EJiF~T AND TH! RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES. GEN ROSSON 
STRESSED, THE IMpORTANCE OF A GOOD INFORMATION PROGRAM AS 
HE DID tN DUC pHO. 
9. WHILE FLYING FROM ONE AREA TO ANOTHER, GEN ROSSON 
ASKED GEN RAftSEY ABOUT THE 'PLANS TO UPGRADE THE RAILROAD 
IN QUANG NGAI AND QUANG TIN. GEN RAPlSEY STATED THAT HE 
HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY SPECIFtc PLANS TO UPGRADE TM! 
RAILROAD IN THIS AREA. 
Ie. UpON RETURN TO eHU LAI. GEN ROSSON STATED THAT HE WAS 
,W~L pt.~ASED WITH THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE APlERICAL 
1MUON. ESPEcIALLY THE COOPERATION, COOltDINATION A.NO TEA" 
EFFORT OF OS, AJtVN ANDGVN FORCES. AT EACH STOP HE HAD 
_a ... .,.". y OIPlll'JIf. 10TH uS AM> ARVN eO_ANDUS "CIt 

T t~=;t A~ ~;I 1~::~~. HI DI'ART&, ,;~ 
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5. THE PARTY THEN PROCEEDED TO FSB 411, WHERE GEN ROSSON
RECEIVED A BRIEFING FROM THE co, 3-1 INF AND CO 4TH ARVN
REOT ON CURRENT OPERATIONS AND GROUND CLEARING OPERATIONS.
WHEN LTCOL ELLIS (CO, 3-1 INF) HAD COMPLETED MIS BRIEFING,
GEN ROSSON AKED ABOUT THE CURRENT NCO STATUS IN THE BN.
LTCOL ELLIS REPLIED THAT HIS COMMAND WAS THE SAME AS
OTHERS IN RVN IN THAT THERE WAS A SMORTAGE OF E6'S AND
E7'S.
6. AFTER FLYING TO LZ SAN JUAN MILL, GEN ROSSON RECEIVED
A CURRENT INTELLIGENCE AND OPERATIONS BRIEFING BY THE CO,
4-3 INF.
7. AT LZ BRONCO GEN ROSSON RECEIVED A BRIEFING BY THE
11TH BDE STAFF ON CURRENT INTELLIGENCE AND OPERATIONS.
GEN ROSSON QUESTIONED THE RECENT AMBUSHES ALONG QL 1

SOUTH OF LZ BRONCO AND ASKED THE DISTRICT CHIEF OF DUC
PHO IF HE HAD ANY PRIOR INTELLIGENCE OR KNOWLIDGE OF THE
ENEMY CONCERNING THESE ATTACKS. THE DC STATED THAT HE
THOUGHT THEY WERE MEMBERS OF A NVA SAPPER ELEMENT ASSIGNED
THE MISSION TO INTERDICT MOVEMENT ON QL 1. GEN ROSSON
THEN ASKED THE DC ABOUT HIS INFORMATION PROGRAM. THE DC
ANSWERED THAT ME THOUGHT THAT IT WAS SATISFACTORY, AS
REFLECTED BY THE HIGH NUMBER OF VCI THAT HE HAS ELIMINATED
GEN ROSSON STATED THAT THE DC HAS EVERYTHING NEEDED FOR
A GO OD INFORMATION PROGRAM BUT SHOULD USE HIS PERSONNEL
RESOURCES (VILLAGE CHIEF, HAMLET CHIEFS) TO PASS INFORMA-
TION MORE EFFECTIVELY. HE INDICATED THAT TOO OFTEN THE
DISTRICTS WANTED MORE LOUDSPEAKERS, DRAMA TEAMS, ETC.
RATHER THAN MAKING THE BEST USE OF WHAT WAS AVAILABLE.
GEN ROSSON AKED THE DISTRICT CHIEF WHAT PROGRESS WAS
BEING MADE IN THE MOVEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC CONTINGENT
OFDUE PHO TO A RESETTLEMENT AREA ABOUT 5 KMS NORTH ON QL
1. THE DISTRICT CHIEF REPLIED THAT ALL OF THE PEOPLE
HAD DECIDED TO GO TO CAM RANH BAY OR QUANG NGAI. GEN
ROSSON ALSO ASKED ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE FROM
DIEN TROUNG TO A RD AREA. DISTRICT CHIEF REPLIED THAT THEY
HAD ESTABLISHED A CORDON AROUND THE VILLAGE FOR 3 DAYS
AND RELOCATED THE VILLAGERS TO A RD AREA 2 KMS TO THE NORTH.
8. PROCEEDING TO QUANG NGAI, GEN ROSSON RECEIVED A BRIEF-
ING FROM THE PROV CHIEF ON THE QUANG NGAI PACIFICATION
EFFORT AND THE RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES. GEN ROSSON
STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD INFORMATION PROGRAM AS
HE DID IN DUC PHO.
9. WHILE FLYING FROM ONE AREA TO ANOTHER, GEN ROSS ON
ASKED GEN RAMSEY ABOUT THE PLANS TO UPGRADE THE RAILROAD
IN QUANG NGAI AND QUA NG TIN. GEN RAMSEY STATED THAT HE
HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF ANY SPECIFIC PLANS TO UPGRADE THE
RAILROAD IN THIS AREA.
10. UPON RETURN TO CHU LAI, GEN ROSSON STATED THAT WAS
WELL PLEASED WITH THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE AMERICAL
DIVISION, ESPECIALLY THE COOPERATION, COORDINATION AND TEAM
EFFORT OF US, ARVN AND GV N FORCES. AT EACH ST OP HE MAD
PREVIOUSLY COMPLIMENTED BOTH US AND ARVN COMMANDERS FOR
THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND TEAM EFFORT. HE DEPARTED
CHOLLAR 1715 HOURS, 19 SEP 1969.
6P-
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""'"'(1 241!:l94 uL L '( 11 L1'l"';'4 
Fr!l CG II I MAl' 
T" GG FMFPAC (FWD) 
ZEM -'~ ,.., , 
SEC RET SPECAT SECTI~N ~NE OF 
LTGHJ .EUSE FR OM LTGEN NICKER SON 

THREE/ABSOLUTELY EYES Ol~LY/F'"R 

CG FMFPAC (FWD) NOT AN ADDEE -- DELlvER ONLY TO LTGEN BuSE 

1. THE FClL MSGS ARE QU'lTED F0R Y:JUR INF~RMATI(lN: 

QUJTE: 

n 230348Z SEP 69 
FM CG II I M.I~F D NG 
TO CG XXIV CrRPS PHB 
BT 
SEC RET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FeJR LTGEN ZAIS FR'CM 
LTGEN NICKERS~N LIMDIS 
1. BASED "ill "'UR TELEPHiNE C()NVERSATI1N THIS 
WIRNING THE F')LL0WING IS THE ARTICLE t~HICH DAVE 
LAMB FILED: 

QU0TE DANANG, VIETNAM, UPI---THE U.S. MARINE 
C!JRPS HAS REDUCED THE VIETNAM TnUR F:JR ITS TRO,)PS 
FROM 13 T': 12 W'1NTHS, INFI)RMED MILITARY S')URCES SAID 
MnNDAY. THE 0RDER \oJILL AFFECT ALL MARH~ES SENT TO 
VIET NAM I N THE FUTUR E AND MnST nF THE 72,000 

'LEATHERNECKS CURRENTLY SERVING IN THE WAR ZONE. 
THE MARINES CLOSED Dr;WN THEIR DES'"'LATE FIRE SuPPORT 
BASES SUNDAY AND IMMEDIATELY STARTED Tt) QUOTE 
STAND Df1\1Hl UNQUilTE IN A SEMI-DEFENSIVE POSTURE. 
AB:)UT 18,00121 LEATHERNECKS ARE INV'-lLVED IN THE 
PULL~UT. SOURCES SAID THE 3D MARINE REGT WHICH IS 
HEADED FOR THE U.S. WILL LEAVE VIETNAM BY OCT 15 • 

• THE 4TH REGT WILL ARRIVE ~N OKINAivA BY (JCT 31. THE 
3D DIVISION (GARBLE) \.JILL REPORT TO NEW (GARBLE), 

,SOUR CES SAID. THE rlRD ER ISSUED BY THE PENTAG ClN 
EARLIER THIS M~NTH IS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. THE 
12-MQNTH PERlrn IS MEASURED FR,JM THE DAY A SCiLDIFR 
LEAVES THE U.S. T0 THE DAY HE RETURNS. HUNDREDS 1)1' 
BATTLE-WEARY LEATHERNECKS MEANWHILE CONTINUED TO 
(GARBLE) AT THE DEMILITARIZED Zi)NE IN PREPARATION 
F')R THEIR DEPARTURE FR::M VIE,TNA!l1. U.S. ARMY, NAVY 
AND AIR FnRCE ALREADY SERVE 12-M'JNTH 'TOURS, BUT 
snURCES SAID MANY OF THEM ARE N'j\JI LEAVING VIETNAM 
TWO TO FOUR WEEKS BEF'lRE THEIR SCHEDULED ROTATIDN 
DATES. THE U.S. SnURCES SAID MOST LEATHERNECKS WH'l 
HAVE SPENT AT LEAST 10 MONTHS WITH THE 1ST MARINE 
DIVISION AT DANANG WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE 3D 
MARINE DIVISInN WHICH IS BEING' WITHDRAWN FR OM 
VIETNAM. THE DIVISI0N' S 9TH REGT WAS REDEPLOYED T': 
OKINAWA IN JULY AND AUGUST (GARBLE) THE PULLOUT 

1'''1' THE FIRST 25,000 U.S. TROOPS FROM VIETNAM. THE 
MARINES RAPID \HTHDRAWAL WAS PROMPTED BY THE U.S. 

1C~MMAND'S DESIRE T~ MINIMIZE THE LENGTH 'FTIME'ITS 
TR00PS W~ULD BE VULNERABLE T ATTACK. THE COMMAND 
ALSn ~AS NOT ANXI~US Tn HAVE TO SEND lIS NEN INT~ 
CO •• t D"'JJIt, THEIR FIIAL DAYS II V1!T •••• THE 
snrmtMJ •• '.k., •• unE. . \ , 
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for 2409402 LYH LFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC (FWD)
ZEM

E C R E T SPECAT SECTION ONE OF THREE/ABSOLUTELY EYES ONLY/FOR
LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

CG FMFPAC (FWD) NOT AN ADDEE DELIVER ONLY TO LIGEN BUSE

1. THE FOL MSGS ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

QUOTE:

COLLING IIII
0 230348Z SEP 69
FM CG III MAF DNG

RECEIVEDTO CG XXIV CORPS PHB

24 SEP PBT
S E R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM
LTGEN NICKERSON LIMDIS
1. BASED ON UR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION THIS
MORNING THE FOLLOWING IS THE ARTICLE WHICH DAVE

19/19/11LAMB FILED:
QUOTE DANANG, VIETNAM, UPI THE U.S. MARINE

CORPS HAS REDUCED THE VIETNAM TOUR FOR ITS TROOPS
FROM 13 TO 12 MONTHS, INFORMED MILITARY SOURCES SAID
MONDAY. THE ORDER WILL AFFECT ALL MARINES SENT TO
VIETNAM IN THE FUTURE AND MOST OF THE 72,000
LEATHERNECKS CURRENTLY SERVING IN THE WAR ZONE.
THE MARINES CLOSED DOWN THEIR DESCLATE FIRE SUPPORT
BASES SUNDAY AND IMMEDIATELY STARTED TO QUOTE
STAND DOWN UNQUOTE IN A SEMI-DEFENSIVE POSTURE.
ABOUT 18,000 LEATHERNECKS ARE INVOLVED IN THE
PULLOUT. SOURCES SAID THE 3D MARINE REGT WHICH IS
HEADED FOR THE U.S. WILL LEAVE VIETNAM BY OCT 15.
THE 4TH REGT WILL ARRIVE ON OKINAWA BY OCT 31. THE
3D DIVISION (GARBLE) WILL REPORT TO NEW (GARBLE),
SOURCES SAID. THE ORDER ISSUED BY THE PENTAGON
EARLIER THIS MONTH IS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. THE
12-MONTH PERIOD IS MEASURED FROM THE DAY A SOLDIER
LEAVES THE U.S. TO THE DAY HE RETURNS. HUNDREDS OF
BATTLE-WEARY LEATHERNECKS MEANWHILE CONTINUED TO
(GARBLE) AT THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE IN PREPARATION
FOR THEIR DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM. U.S. ARMY, NAVY
AND AIR FORCE ALREADY SERVE 12-MONTH TOUR S, BUT
SOURCES SAID MANY OF THEM ARE NOW LEAVING VIETNAM
TWO TO FOUR WEEKS BEFORE THEIR SCHEDULED ROTATION
DATES. THE U.S. SOURCES SAID MOST LEATHERNECKS WHO
HAVE SPENT AT LEAST 10 MONTHS WITH THE 1ST MARINE
DIVISION AT DANANG WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE 3D
MARINE DIVISION WHICH IS BEING WITHDRAWN FROM
VIETNAM. THE DIVISION'S 9TH REGT WAS REDEPLOYED TO
OKINAWA IN JULY AND AUGUST (GARBLE) THE PULLOUT
OF THE FIRST 25,000 U.S. TR 00PS FROM VIETNAM. THE
MARINES RAPID WITHDRAWAL WAS PROMPTED BY THE U.S.
COMMAND'S DESIRE TO MINIMIZE THE LENGTH OF TIME ITS
TROOPS WOULD BE VULNERABLE T ATTACK. THE COMMAND
ALSO WAS NOT ANXIOUS TO HAVE TO SEND ITS MEN INTO

5(11_
COMBAT DURING THEIR FINAL DAYS IN VIETMAN, THE
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2. MY INF'"1RMATI"'NAL SERVICES :WFICER, CC'L~NZL 
REDMAN, C,l\LLED I:-.J DAVE LAMB AND ADVISED HIM THAT 
HI: HAD F' IL ED --A-ST iRY HH1.CJ:LWAS-Hl VI0L-A1-10NOF' THE 
MACV INSTRUCTIIlNS. -,'--: 
3. FOLLOWING THIS DISCUSSI0N DAVE LAMB INFORMED 
ANOTHER 'MEMBER 'IF MY cnMBAT INFl)RMATION BUREAU THAT 
IN DISCUSSIONS BEnJEEN HIM AND Y'lURSELF ON 20 
SEPTEMBER 1969 AT PHU BAI, HE WAS GIVEN THE FOLLOWING 
INFClRMATIONBY Ynu - IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE AND 
QUOTE nFF' THE RECORD UNQUJTE. 

A. THE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) WILL ASSUME 
CONTRI")L 'iF THE 3D MARINE DIVISI:"iN"S A('1 AFTER RE­
DEPLOYMENT: THE 1ST BRIGADE WAS SPECIFICALLY 
MENT I 0NED I N THIS REGARD. 

B. THAT THER E: Wf\ULD BE A GR EATER R EC ON AR EA 
WHICH wnuLD BEGIN JUST WEST ~F' CMI] Le. 

C. TH:H THE 1ST BRIGADE, 'US 5TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
AND ELEMEln S 'IF THE 1 ST ARVN D IV1 SI r'N WOULD MOVE 
FARTHER v/EST JUST T0 THE EAST 'IF CAM L'). 

D. THE XXIV C~RPS W~ULD EVENTUALLY TAKE ~VER 
AND THAT II! MAl" W0ULD BE DISSOLVED. 

E. THAT THE 1015T AB~ DIV (AM) W~ULD BE PULLING 
nUT nF THE A SHAU VALLEY AND RESETTLING AL0NG THE 
C0ASTL I NE. 

F. \.JHEN ASKED TO COMMENT oN KENNEDY" S RECENT 
PRnBL EMS, Y 0U STATED, Q U ~TE, A l' LEAST I R EC OVER MY 
DEAD U ;llQ U 'lTE. 
4. BASED r:N :-:UR PREVI:-US DIFFICULTIES \HTH MR. LAMB, 
IF THE AB/WE STATEMENTS \4ERE MADE BY You - AND I 
HAVE iqlJ WAY 1")1' VERIFYING THIS - Y.')U WERE ILL-ADVISED 
SI NCE FUTUR E n ,,-,p RED EPL -n1ZNTS SW':ULD NEVER BE 
DISCUSSED 'illl A:'J QUITE 0FF' THE REC',-RD UNQUClTE BASIS. 

_, THERE IS A STR0NG POSSIBILITY THAT MR. LAMB WILL 
FILE "R HAS ALREADY FILED A STitY C"i~TAINIl~G THl: 
AS-V: L:?·-;::JATI':,. ~L~;', Y"'u CAll :JEV~R RULe 'UT TH~ 6jr:2..( 
P -SSIBILITY T]:AJ ;-[~ [HGHT QU 'TE __ y-u ~ IRSC_TL 'to 
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2. MY INFORMATIONAL SERVICES OFFICER, COLONEL
REDMAN, CALLED IN DAVE LAMB AND ADVISED HIM THAT
HE HAD FILED A-STORY WHICH WAS IN VIOLATION OF THE
MACV INSTRUCTIONS.
3. FOLLOWING THIS DISCUSSION DAVE LAMB INFORMED
ANOTHER MEMBER OF MY COMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU THAT
IN DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN HIM AND YOURSELF ON 20
SEPTEMBER 1969 AT PHU BAI, HE WAS GIVEN THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION BY YOU - IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE AND
QUOTE OFF THE RECORD UNQUOTE.

A. THE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) WILL ASSUME
CONTROL OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION'S AO AFTER RE-
DEPLOYMENT: THE 1ST BRIGADE WAS SPECIFICALLY
MENTIONED IN THIS REGARD.

B. THAT THERE WOULD BE A GREATER RECON AREA
WHICH WOULD BEGIN JUST WEST OF CAM LC.

C. THAT THE 1ST BRIGADE, US 5TH INFANTRY DIVISION
AND ELEMENTS OF THE 1ST ARVN DIVISION WOULD MOVE
FARTHER WEST JUST TO THE EAST OF CAM LO.

D. THE XXIV CORPS WOULD EVENTUALLY TAKE OVER
AND THAT III MAF WOULD BE DISSOLVED.

E. THAT THE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) WOULD BE PULLING
OUT OF THE A SHAU VALLEY AND RESETTLING ALONG THE
COASTLINE.

F. WHEN ASKED TO COMMENT ON KENNEDY'S RECENT
PROBLEMS, You STATED, QUOTE_ AT LEAST I RECOVER MY
DEAD UNQUOTE.
4. BASED ON OUR PREVIOUS DIFFICULTIES WITH MR. LAMB,
IF THE ABOVE STATEMENTS WERE MADE BY YOU - AND I
HAVE NO WAY OF VERIFYING THIS - YOU WERE ILL-ADVISED
SINCE FUTURE TR OOP REDEPL YMENTS SHOULD NEVER BE
DISCUSSED ON AN QUOTE OFF THE REC RD UNQUOTE BASIS.
THERE IS A STRONG POSSIBILITY THAT MR. LAMB WILL
FILE OR HAS ALREADY FILED A ST RY C NTAINING THE

5/21
AB VE INFORMATI ALS, YOU CAN NEVER RULE UT THE
P SSIBILITY THAT HE MIGHT QU TE YU DIRECTLY.
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5. AS ZVI1l~~:CZD BY T~~E fILED ST-~Y, LAMB FC::;P-RTS 
~~i~,~VER'YTHIt'JG HE SEES Aim HEARS. vIE MUST TAKE 
§)TEPS NOW TO INF"R[,1 GEN ABRAMS Sil THAT HE WILL 

-'NOT BE CAUGHT (IFf GUARD. 

Y0UR MESSAGE 230348Z SEP 69 
1. t1Y REAS"N fjRC::NSENTING Tj AN INTERVIE\~ wITH DAVE LAMB 
(UPI) AND JAY SHARBUTT CAP) 20 SEP WAS THAT IT wauLD BE 
HELPFUL T,) GIVE B~TH INDIVIDUALS A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING Of THE 
SITUATION IN XXIV C'RPS WITH THE ANN:)ANCED REDEPLOYMENT Of THE 
3D MAR :HV. IN THIS vJAY THE P0SSIBILITY Of RUMJR AND 
SPECULATI "'i~ GRnltJING INTG NEWS ARTICLES COULD BE AV0IDED. 
OBVIOUSLY, IN THEIR TRAVELS IN THE AREA THEY WIJULD SEE AND 
HEAR FRAGMENTS THAT COULD BE MISINTERPRETED OR MISJUDGED OR 
THR')\vN T'IGETHER TO fnRM A WR'JNG C:JNCLUSION. MY INT::NT WAS TO 
ALSi GIVE THEM A BASIS fQR U(~DERSTANDING AND THEREBY GIVE 
ACCURATE REPClRTING ')f THE CHANGES THAT WILL BECOME APPARENT 
IN THE FUTURE. 
2. THE ~lAIN POINT C)VERED IN THE INTERVIEW WAS THE EffECT THE 
REDEPL~YMENT IJf THE 3D MR DIV WOULD HAVE nN THE TACTICAL .SITUATI0N 
IN XXIV C;:RPS. I BRIEfED BOTH LAMB AND SHARBUTT ON THE fACTORS THAT 
t'lILL DICTATE OUR PiJSTURE AfTER THE 3D MR DIV'S DEPARTURE. I 
POINTED ~UT THAT nBVIOUSLY WE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN 
UNITS IN ALL THE L0CATI0NS THAT WE ARE NOW ABLE TO. WITH THE 
DECREASE IN CI")MBATSTRENGTH IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO REDRAW THE 
BOUND AR I ES, CnNCENTR AT I NG nUR STR ENGTH CL nSER TO THE PI}PULATED 
AREAS ilf THE Ttv) PROVINCES. DOING THIS WILL MEAN THAT A CERTAIN 
PIJRTI0N nF' THE WESTERN PART OF' THE AQ WOULD BE MORE LIGHTLY 
DEFENDED. BY GIVING UP THE REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN fIXED BASES 

l IN THE UNPoPULATED AREA WE wnULD GIVE GREATER PROTECTI')N fOR THE 
POPULATI0N AND AT THE SA~1E TIME FREE fnRCES Of THE 101 ST AIRBORNE 

[

: Ff)R BETTER USE IN AN AIRW1BILE R OLE. I EMPHASIZED THY POINT THAT THIS 
DID NOT MEAN HE WOULD TURN OUR BACKS TO THE WESTERN PORTION BUT ' 
1.'1f)ULD MAKE USE nf "'UR SURVEILLANCE AND PATR OL CAPABILITY Tf"} ENSUR E 

J THAT THE ENEMY D QES NOT BU ILD UP UNM0LESTED. If A THR EA T SHnuLD 
D~VE~"l~ ~! W"UL~ ~AV; THE C MBAT P"WER r'f THE AIRM~BILE TRn,.,PS 6(3) 
T .. C Ul~T~. WHER ~ .JECc.ESJI.P.Y. ... . 
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5. AS EVIDENCED BY THE FILED ST RY, LAMB REPORTS
ON EVERYTHING HE SEES AND HEARS. WE MUST TAKE
STEPS NOW TO INFORM GEN ABRAMS so THAT HE WILL
NOT BE CAUGHT OFF GUARD .

YOUR MESSAGE 230348Z SEP 69
1. MY REASON FORCONSENTING TO AN INTERVIEW WITH DAVE LAMB
(UPI) AND JAY SHAR BUTT (AP) 20 SEP WAS THAT IT WOULD BE
HELPFUL TO GIVE BOTH INDIVIDUALS A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE
SITUATION IN XXIV CORPS WITH THE ANNOANCED REDEPLOYMENT OF THE
3D MAR DIV. IN THIS WAY THE POSSIBILITY OF RUMOR AND
SPECULATION GRROWING INTO NEWS ARTICLES COULD BE AVOIDED.
OBVIOUSLY, IN THEIR TRAVELS IN THE AREA THEY WOULD SEE AND
HEAR FRAGMENTS THAT COULD BE MISINTERPRETED OR MIS UDGED OR
THROWN TOGETHER TO FORM A WRONG CONCLUSION. MY INTENT WAS TO
ALSO GIVE THEM A BASIS FOR UNDERSTANDING AND THEREBY GIVE
ACCURATE REPORTING OF THE CHANGES THAT WILL BECOME APPARENT
IN THE FUTURE.
2. THE MAIN POINT COVERED IN THE INTERVIEW WAS THE EFFECT THE
REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D MR DIV WOULD HAVE ON THE TACTICAL SITUATION
IN XXIV CORPS. I BRIEFED BOTH LAMB AND SHAR BUTT ON THE FACTORS THAT
WILL DICTATE OUR POSTURE AFTER THE 3D MR DIV'S DEPARTURE. I
POINTED OUT THAT OBVIOUSLY WE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN
UNITS IN ALL THE LOCATIONS THAT WE ARE NOW ABLE TO. WITH THE
DECREASE IN COMBAT STRENGTH IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO REDRAW THE
BOUNDARIES, CONCENTRATING OUR STRENGTH CLOSER TO THE POPULATED
AREAS OF THE TW7 PROVINCES. DOING THIS WILL MEAN THAT A CERTAIN
PORTION OF THE WESTERN PART OF THE AO WOULD BE MORE LIGHTLY
DEFENDED. BY GIVING UP THE REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN FIXED BASES
IN THE UNPOPULATED AREA WE WOULD GIVE GREATER PROTECTION FOR THE
POPULATION AND AT THE SAME TIME FREE FORCES OF THE 101ST AIR BORNE
FOR BETTER USE IN AN AIRMOBILE ROLE. I EMPHASIZED THY POINT THAT THIS
DID NOT MEAN WE WOULD TURN OUR BACKS TO THE WESTERN PORTION BUT
WOULD MAKE USE OF OUR SURVEILLANCE AND PATROL CAPABILITY TO ENSURE
THAT THE ENEMY DOES NOT BUILD UP UNMOLESTED. IF A THREAT SHOULD
DEVELOP WE WOULD HAVE THE C MBAT P OWER OF THE AIRMOBILE TROOPS

5(3)TO COUNTER WHERE NECEESARY.
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3. R t!:GARD I :~G THE P 01 NTS L-AMB PASSED T ~ cy~ PER SONNEL: 
A. LAMB WAS N~T T"LD THAT ~HE 101ST AIRB1RNE WCULD TAKE -VER 

THE 3D MAR DIV A0. HE RAISED THE QUESTION OF THIS POSSIBILITY 
AND I T0LD HIM THAT WE \,I}riULD STILL HAVE THE 1ST ARVN AND THE 1 T 
BR IGAD E, 5 TH MECH I N THE AREA AND THEY C DULD PR DVIDE THE FORCES 
TO PR"'TECT THE Pf)PULATED AREA AND BLoCK FORCES COMING THROUGH THE 
DMZ. THEY ItJERE ToLD- THAT OBVIOUSLY THERE WOULD NOT BE AS MUCH C0MBAT 
POWER IN THE AREA AND OF NECESSITY SOME OF THE FIXED BASES WOULD 
GO. 

B. HE \IJAS TOLD THAT THE \~ESTERN pnRTIoN OF' BOTH PROVINCES 
WOULD BEC!)ME M'lRE til" A REC0N ZONE SINCE \~E WOULD N0T HAVE THE FORCE 
NECESSARY T('I MAINTAIN FIXED BASES IN THE AREA_ HE ~JAS ALSO- TOLD 
THAT WE WOULD STILL HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF MEET I NG ANY THR EAT IN 
THE AREA AS NECESSARY. _ 

C _ HE WAS TOLD THAT THEY WnULD OPERATE FROM THE COAST TO THE 
BOU NOR Y OF -THE R EC ('IN ZONE • 

. D. LAMB ST{~TED THAT THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL· OF SPECULATION IN 
DA NANG THAT III MAl" WOULD BE DISSOLVED AND THAT XXIV CORPS WOULD 
TAKE 0VER ITS MISSI~N. REPLIED THAT I KNOW DF NO SUCH PLAN AND 
THAT I ACTUAL,L¥ HAD .NOT EVEN BEEN CONSULTED ON THE DETAILS ')F ,,-
SUCH A CHA:~GE. . :r (1/ 

DECLASSIFIED 

3. REGARDING THE POINTS LAMB PASSED TO CIB PERSONNEL:
A. LAMB WAS NOT TOLD THAT THE 101ST AIRBORNE WOULD TAKE VER

THE 3D MAR DIV An. HE RAISED THE QUESTION OF THIS POSSIBILITY
AND I TOLD HIM THAT WE WOULD STILL HAVE THE 1ST ARVN AND THE 1 T
BRIGADE, 5TH MECH IN THE AREA AND THEY COULD PROVIDE THE FORCES
TO PROTECT THE POPULATED AREA AND BLOCK FORCES COMING THROUGH THE
DMZ. THEY WERE TOLD THAT OBVIOUSLY THERE WOULD NOT BE AS MUCH COMBAT
POWER IN THE AREA AND OF NECESSITY SOME OF THE FIXED BASES WOULD
GO.

B. HE WAS TOLD THAT THE WESTERN PORTION OF BOTH PROVINCES
WOULD BECOME MORE OF A RECON ZONE SINCE WE WOULD NOT HAVE THE FORCE
NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN FIXED BASES IN THE AREA. HE WAS ALSO TOLD
THAT WE WOULD STILL HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF MEETING ANY THREAT IN
THE AREA AS NECESSARY.

C. HE WAS TOLD THAT THEY WOULD OPERATE FROM THE COAST TO THE
BOUNDRY OF THE RECON ZONE.

D. LAMB STATED THAT THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF SPECULATION IN
DA NANG THAT III MAF WOULD BE DISSOLVED AND THAT XXIV CORPS WOULD
TAKE OVER ITS MISSION. REPLIED THAT I KNOW OF NO SUCH PLAN AND
THAT I ACTUALLY HAD NOT EVEN BEEN CONSULTED ON THE DETAILS OF

5/41
SUCH A CHANGE.
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E;,,. SHARBUTT ,BP.'1UGHT UP THE QUESTI-N ':1' WHAT ZFFECT THE REDEPL1Y­
,.MEN! ';LULD HAV5: ::N FCRCES IN THE A SHAU. I T0LD HIM THAT FOR S,;ME 

,ITIME I HAD RESERVATI0NS AB~UT OUR ABILITY TO MAINTAIN pnSITIc.NS 
, IN THE VALLEY IN THE COMING BAD WEATHER. THE REDEPLOYMENT 01' THE 

3D MAR DIV 'lNLY SERVED T0 HASTEN A DECI.SION TO EVENTUALLY LEAVE THE 
VALLEY. I DID NOT PRI)VIDE A DATE WHEN THIS \~nULD BE ACC0MPLISHEO. 

F. THE r'lAITER '<-jf SENAT"R KENNEDY'S PROBLEM, I R~GRt:T, DLD 
C'1tQE uP AT THE BEGINNING ;~F "UR TALK. THE COMMENTS WERE IN A 
c.IOKI1I1G VEIN AND ~4ENT ABnUT AS, F':'LL~WS: 

LAMB- " I ASSUME THE,PUBLICITY FR:JM HAMBuRGER HILL AND ALL IS 
OVER AilJI) Y t:U AR E N JT GE11ING A NY MOR E 1)1' THAT." 

ZAIS- "NG, EXCEPT AS THEY C0MPARE IT WITH WHAT HA~PENED T0 
, LL aYD RAMSEY." 

LAMB- "Y::U KNOW THE STANDARD' JOKE AROUND SAIGON IN THE NEv/SPAPER 
OFFICES FOR AWHILE AFT5:R TEDDY KENNEDY- S AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT VIAS 
ASKING WHAT W"ULD BE GENERAL ZAIS' REACTI0N. THE STANDARD RESPONSE 
WAS GENERALLY "DEFINITELY IRREsprNSIBLE'" 

Z A I S- TO N (1, I HAD A NAN S\~ ER T r; T HA T. MY A N S\v ER vI AS T HA TAT 
LEAST I EVACUATED MY CASUALTIES." I W'\\~ REGRET THAT IN AN EFFORT 
TO BE HUMOROUS I S0Ui~DED CALL0US. IT WAS rJ0T ~1Y INTENTION TC' 
DERIDE THE SENATOR N"IR ADD TO HIS BURDENS. . 
4. MY. UNDERSTANDING WITH LAMB AND SHARBUTT \1AS THAT MY REMARKS 
Cr)ULD ::NLY BE USED "N A BACKGROUND BASIS. IN READING LAMB·S 
ARTICLE I SEE ~Jf)THING THAT WAS GAINED THR GUGHT THE INTE:RVI~\~ \~ITH 
ME. \'JE DID N0T DISCUSS THE TIMETABLE F;R THE IMPENDING MOVE :iF 
THE 3D MAR DIV. IT SEEMS TO r1E THAT LAMB HAS OBSERVED THE CtlNDITI'~N 
U t ... 1D ER W HI CHI TAL KED \4 IT H HIM. 
5. AGAHl I ADD THAT IN GRANTING THE INTERVIE\4, IT ~JAS MY eJPINICN 
THAT WE t;lOULD AV(,'ID SPECULATIVE r;R RUM"R BASED ARTICLES \I}HICH 
WDULD 0NLY ADD Tn THE PROBLEMS WE FACE. 
S. ALTHnUGH S0ME 0F THE QunTES ASCRIBED TO ME IN YJUR MESSAGE 
ARE ~\0T EXACTLY TRUE ~'R S"MEWHAT nur OF CONTEXT, I ACCEPT FULL 
RESPnNSIBILlTY FilR HAVING BRIEFED THESE HI,) CORRESPI)NDENTS ::N 
A NON- ATTR IBUTABL E BASI S WITH THE UND ER ST A ND I NG THAT I TWAS BACK­
GR"lUND INf~~:RMATlnN "NLY AS THE BASIS FnR BETTER ?EPORTING. 

, I 

2. I HAVE F1R\vARDED A MSG Tf) GENABRAMS WHICH 
CI)NDEN·SES THE CONTENTS DF THE AB~VE MSGS BUT GIVES HIM 
~ SSE I'n I ALL Y T H::: SM1E L;F' -:fI l1t'.T I ~ f-J. 

~J AP'1 R:ZG AF;) S. 
GP-4 
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.• j E. SHAR BUTT BROUGHT UP THE QUESTION OF WHAT EFFECT THE REDEPLOY-
MENT WOULD HAVE ON FORCES IN THE A SHAU. I TOLD HIM THAT FOR SOME
TIME I HAD RESERVATIONS ABOUT OUR ABILITY TO MAINTAIN POSITIONS
IN THE VALLEY IN THE COMING BAD WEATHER. THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE
3D MAR DIV ONLY SERVED TO HASTEN A DECISION TO EVENTUALLY LEAVE THE
VALLEY. I DID NOT PROVIDE A DATE WHEN THIS WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED.

F. THE MATTER OF SENATOR KENNEDY'S PROBLEM, I REGRET, DID
COME UP AT THE BEGINNING OF OUR TALK. THE COMMENTS WERE IN A
JOKING VEIN AND WENT ABOUT AS. FOLLOWS:

LAMB- "
I ASSUME THE PUBLICITY FROM HAMBURGER HILL AND ALL IS

OVER AND YOU ARE NOT GETTING ANY MORE OF THAT."
ZAIS- "No, EXCEPT AS THEY COMPARE IT WITH WHAT HAPPENED TO

LLOYD RAMSEY."
LAMB- "YOU KNOW THE STANDARD JOKE AROUND SAIGON IN THE NEWSPAPER

OFFICES FOR AWHILE AFTER TEDDY KENNEDY'S AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT WAS
ASKING WHAT WOULD BE GENERAL ZAIS' REACTION. THE STANDARD RESPONSE
WAS GENERALLY "DEFINITELY IRRESP CONSIBLE'"

ZAIS-'TV No, I HAD AN ANSWER TO THAT. MY ANSWER WAS THAT AT
LEAST I EVACUATED MY CASUALTIES." I NOW REGRET THAT IN AN EFFORT
TO BE HUMOROUS I SOUNDED CALLOUS. IT WAS NOT MY INTENTION TO
DERIDE THE SENATOR NOR ADD TO HIS BURDENS.
4. MY UNDERSTANDING WITH LAMB AND SHAR BUTT WAS THAT MY REMARKS
COULD ONLY BE USED ON A BACKGROUND BASIS. IN READING LAMB'S
ARTICLE I SEE NOTHING THAT WAS GAINED THROUGHT THE INTERVIEW WITH
ME. WE DID NOT DISCUSS THE TIMETABLE FOR THE IMPENDING MOVE OF
THE 3D MAR DIV. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT LAMB HAS OBSERVED THE CONDITION
UNDER WHICH I TALKED WITH HIM.
5. AGAIN I ADD THAT IN GRANTING THE INTERVIEW, IT WAS MY OPINION
THAT WE WOULD AVOID SPECULATIVE OR RUMOR BASED ARTICLES WHICH
WOULD ONLY ADD TO THE PROBLEMS WE FACE.
6. ALTHOUGH SOME OF THE QUOTES ASCRIBED TO ME IN YOUR MESSAGE
ARE NOT EXACTLY TRUE OR SOMEWHAT OUT OF CONTEXT, I ACCEPT FULL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR HAVING BRIEFED THESE TWO CORRESPONDENTS ON
A NON-ATTRIBUTABLE BASIS WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WAS BACK-
GROUND INFORMATION ONLY AS THE BASIS FOR BETTER REPORTING.

2. I HAVE FORWARDED A MSG TO GEN ABRAMS WHICH
CONDENSES THE CONTENTS OF THE ABOVE MSGS BUT GIVES HIM
ESSENTIALLY THE SAME INFORMATION.

5/6)
WARM REGARDS.
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1"""'-' "\ 2"'"1% tVH trF-' ,,;>, 

I
I ,'" LTG!'. ~ICkf:P.S~N. CO III !"tAl" 
, T" M:t ~~A~. C ~MUSl'!ACV ' " 
! l~:F" LTGF'~J Z"l~. CG XXIV C Ppg 'l. "', ~ 
j IE:M.:. ~ i" " r 
! S ~ eRE ! /l\Ij$ -LUTF.l Y ZYt::3 :'4. Y F R A01.)P F.5SEES "~\ 
'I' 1. THE F~L ST "17'{ WA~ Jt:n,rn '; 22 SEP 69 BY 
l ~'. nAvri' tAMa F UP!:' 
I ~U~TE '~'AI'!M1G. VIf:l.'~:AM, UP I---THE U.S. MAR l{JE 
i c",r;p~ HAS ~~'l)UCED .THS vtETt/AM T"un F"7t lr~ ", J) P5 I Fr"M 13 T 12 i'1>!jTH~, IiJF PAEll MILITARY ,S'URCES SA,I!) 

',1

1 
~' '," AY. THC '1?DEI1 WILt. ~FFECT J\U, r~:np I !J£5 F;E~vT T": 
Vl,!:,,!'1tl"1 Ii~ 1HF FUTUr"'E M~~ ~~;)T ~F THE 72,000 ' 

i t,r!\!::.{r]:'JECYt3 C(J"'l?r.~·)'fLV $,~rvuu~ Xi~ TH~ WA~ Z ·'iJf. 
I TW:- ('!I\~! :~E~ Cl 5::1) D w~·s r.M~IP Y'~ lAT'S FIl{t 3UPP 'PIT 
i· 81\5£5 Sm{)AY A·:~~. I~r'!~1IATSt Y ::l!A."'l'r.i) T' Qirr:: 
1· STA )'0 ;' w:~ UilQU"TF H~ A SfMZ-OCFE:jSIVE P ·sTun~. 

AB~U"IS,00~ u·:~nrTi.JF.CKg .I\f!i!. INV lVEn I:-J THE 
FULL "ur • 5 '''U~C:<.S !')AID !}J!i 3? ~1~P. INE P';~G1 W\UCH IS 
H~A'"\Er> F''''!; TI;f;: u.~. tHU .. tr::f\VE Vlr.:tt~~M BY :'CTl5. 
TH~4TKr~GT :;lILt N'RtVe ni,·y.IW\W~ SY C1 31.1':-1' 
3fl r~!VI:::;l"~~ (GAl"laLE) WILL REP rtf r fr'W (GAIHlt.~). 
$""urCES ':-;,A1) 1ft 'r"JF,p. IOSQEZl BV THE PEUTAC 'N f 

rr~RlI::n THIB ~t !ITH IS EFFEC1.IV~~ IMMEDIATEl.Y. "!"HE 
J2-M:-l'~TK Pt!~ I -n 15 f1E'Ai'iunr:::; r' M THE '::ttY l\ S .l,.OlEl~ 
l r."AV~'" T!Jt~ U e! r'" "Hl>' "'A'll u~· 8"U~'Hr.:' UU,\I1"\'"'l(,;Ot':!, "F ,",1 ,,:'j fit" ... ,. a, t I'.tJ Ctt!1 .'t. ~ ~~n.(Il .\t'tJ'. f'L 'WLH~ ~J ~} 

. SATTLE-W['t\~Y LSJ\T~£r:N7CK5 aEtl:~WHILE C 't~TINUED T' 
(GA~,aF.) AT THS DE~llLITf\~IZf:':l z-m:: I~j pr,rpA~A1t ":V 
,"n TfiElt: :":FP"?TU17£ ffi M VIElil~M. U.S. ARMY,' i~AVY 
A ~;:') tUn F:"f~Ct' AUH::ADV 5F:'""VS Ua-f!l~i~!}1 T"t1RS, BUT 
S"UrtCE3 sAIn ;'1ANY "F THE'M M~[ r:,,-w LEAVI ;~G VIP,TNI\M 

I 'UI" T' F''''Uf! wt'F.J(S BEF"P ~ THEIr. SCH!:outED ~'1"'1:1 "r~ 
! DAr~c;. THF u.s. ~1-UPCF.~:-:t\lO 1'1:"';'11 l~~~itirnt'~ECK$"WH 

)
' HAVr:: r"pSOT AT Lr:;",ST l~ r1"~~TH~) WITH THE 1ST i'1A::tt.S 

DIVIS! -;) ~T n,,~Jl!ljJG WItt BE 1P~~:SFEr,lR:'D l' ' TH30 

I 
~AR ItH': ~ Ivvn :J ~HICH IS BEING WITHO~Awr~ F7:t"'M 
VlfT!~Arn. tH~: 1)lVI'''H'\~·5 9TH rEG! WAS PS!ll::PL~YEO T'" 
"'KP'AWA 1~1 .JU1.Y M;D AUGU~ (GA~BLE) THE PUll.'···UT 
'"',F THF FIFST 25,60;) U.~. ~'··"PS rn-'ft1 VISTflt'iM. THE 
MAR Ht~S nAP In WITHllP. ftt~AL' w~.s Pi' 'MPT':O !3Y TH!l' IJ.I'). 
C"'MMAN~·S nFSI;H~ T' MHHMIZt.:· THl=; lr::;~GTH ~F T1M£ IT'3 
T~ ~'~PS W ULD SF: VUL ;,ifJ? t'Bl:: T ' ATTACK. THE C '"'MMM'!) 
ALSo, Wl\3 :~ "1 A*~XI 'U5 T HAV: r SEi'm IrS ME>~ IN! ' 
C .... MS"T !lur- !tiG THU:l~ fI :-)1\1. 1)I\YS IN ViETNAM, THE 
S~up'C~2 SAIO. UNQUrt 
2. ~y PlF"RMATI "'~AL Sf)lVlCSS FFICfR. C'l S' E!){I'A~. 
C~H .. t..F'l If; L4\MB '~J THF' .EV~t!lNG ~F 22 SEP AND ADVISED 
1.JIMTH~T HE HAn fItED A $1 T1Y WHICH VAf.) l:a Vl'LAtl'~~ 
~, THE ST.!tOl~G J'itACV l~S~UCTI tiS T Tat PRESS SUlCi 't (/ J 

, milt! 1'R,'\~ fit 'VEftE!'TS. Ii~RE INVJ.ViD~ 
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2410272 ZYH ZFF-6
FM LTGE NICKERS N CG III MAF
TO GEN ABRAMS, C MUSMACV
INF" LTGPN ZAIS, CG XXIV C PPS
ZEM

C R E T/ABS LUTELY EYES NLY F R ADDRESSEES
THE FOL ST PY WAS FILED1. 22 SEP 69 BY

MR. DAVID LAMB F UPI:
QU TE DAVANG, VIETNAM, UP THE U.S. MARINE

CORPS HAS REDUCED THE VIETNAM T UP F9 ITS TR PS
FROM 13 T 12 MARTHS, INF RMED MILITARY S URCES SAID
MADAY. THE TDER WILL AFFECT ALL MARINES SENT T

UNIVERSITY

VIETNAM IN THE FUTURE AND MOST OF THE 72,000
LEATHER ECKS CUPPENTLY SERVING IN THE WAR Z WF.
THE MARINES CL SED D WS THEIR DOS LATE FIRE SUPP RT
BASES SUNDAY A'D IMMEDIATELY STATIO T QUITE
STAYD WN UNQU TF IN A SEMI-DEFENSIVE P STURE.
ABCUT 18,503 LEATHCRUCKS ARE INV LVED IN THE
FULL UT. SOURCES SAID THE 3D MORINE PEGT WHICH IS
HEADED FOR THE U.S. WILL LEAVE VIETNAM BY CT15.
THE 4TH PEGT WILL APRIVE is KINAWA BY CT 31. THE
30 DIVISI (GAPBLE) WILL REP PT T NEW (GAPBLE),
SOURCES CAID TH TODER ISSUED BY THE PENTAGIN
EARLIER THIS M TH IS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. THE
12-MONTH PERID IS MEASURED F M THE DAY A S LDIER
LEAVES THE U.S. T THE DAY HE RETURNS. HUNDREDS 'F
BATTLE-WEARY LEATHER NFCKS MEANWHILE C NTINUED T
(GATBLE) AT THE DEMILITARIZED Z WE IN PREPARATI N
FOR THEIR DEPARTURE FR M VIETNAM. U.S. ARMY, NAVY
AND AIR FORCE ALREADY SERVE 12-M NTH T URS, BUT
SOURCES SAID MANY F THEM ARE NEW LEAVING VIETNAM
TW I Four WEEKS BEF BE THEIR SCHEDULED R TATI N
DATES. THE U.S. S UPCES SAID MOST LEATHERNECKS WH
HAVE SPENT AT LEAST 10 MAGTHS WITH THE 1ST MAT INC
DIVISI AT DAVANG WILL BE TRANSFERRED T TH 3D
MARINE DIVISI 3) WHICH IS BEING WITHDRAWN FROM
VIFTNAM. THE DIVISI NS 9TH PEGT WAS PEDEPL YED In
KI"AWA IN JULY AND AUGUST (GARBLE) THE PULLOUT
OF THE FIRST 25,803 U.S. TR PS FROM VIETNAM. THE
MARINES RAPID WITHOP AVAL WAS PO MPTED BY THE U.S.
COMMAND'S DESIRE T MINIMIZ THE LENGTH OF TIME ITS
TECOPS W ULD BF VULNERABLE T ATTACK. THE COMMAND
ALS WAS NT ANXI US T HAVE T SEND ITS MEN INT
COMBAT DURING THEIR FINAL DAYS IN VIETNAM, THE
SOURCES SAID. UNGU TE.

2. MY INFORMATI HAL SERVICES FFICER, C L REDMAN,
CALLED I ) LAMB N THE EVENING F 22 SEP AND ADVISED
HIM THAT HE HAD FILED A ST RY WHICH WAS IN VI LATI'N

6 (11
of THE STANDING MACV INSTRUCTI NS T THE PRESS SINCE
FUTURE TROOP M VEMENTS WERE INV LVED.

6(11
DECLASSIFIED
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3!-'··L1.~·"'H4G THIS DlSCUS:SIN LAI'tS IrUr"RlltfED AN THE:R 
M[f'lSER ", fttY C~"'BAT IN' 'fil'lATI N 9~e:AU THAT "N 28 SEP 
HE HAD 8r:r::!~ GIVC;~ A Bf\CKGP'mm flf'lr::FING BY t.TGE~~ tAtS 
A~m TH~t HF HAD f)!·:s;·J GIV~~~ GEnEfiAl INF !HIJATI'N C"'i'j­
C~l' 'U~:G "W P """!!orf. 1~! XXiV C 'F'PS AFTER nm nEPARTU?t.: 
"':F THE 3D ,PW'I:fS DIVI$';I·;:~. Ml. LAMB FURTHER STATS;) 
TH~T tHIS t:'IF"'P~1AT! 'rs WAS Gl\n:;~ r 'H1t1 FF T!F flCC"'RO 
A!.n L; srr.rCTfST C '·l'~F'un~r;c~. -
4. IN ""RIHtR t,~ ASCEnTAI~~' Ii 'W MUCH U~F"RMATI "N )fA!) 
BEEr.; GIV;:-:,; T t'fl. L~~~B, :1 lfii1t:DIATEl. Y C '~;rACTZD l;rGr:tl 
ZAIS A;,iD ~\~QU~GTf:n HIS C"i"1:~ENT3N Hi! SC"'PE AND C':"i~if.:1T 

, "n TJi~ BACgW'Um> EB Ir.FI~~G GIVf.t~! LA~S. 
'. ~TGt;~LZA!$·lNF.E1'1D .~~tIT itA!·.nm ~iAl.N p 'l:J!_ C --.!JEP£O. 
flAG Ttl?: ~FFEeT Tft::: :~Rrn;,pl..Yi1l!.;JT -I'" TM!:. 30 MAfW1V W"U1..0 
HAVE"~:: THE TACTICAL' SJTUArl (J l~~XXIVC·'RPS. ATli"' 

,TIME WF:\!~ OATfS Mf,;11"fj~~ r.: A rIr1S ~CHF,nUL~ GIVEN. 
LTGE~i ZAIS P "HirED U1 Ttt"T"SVI 'USLY WF. W-'UL!> rl· ... ! BE 
AB1.E T~' MAl:'JTA!N UN1T3 IN All. F TH~ PHESfNT U 'CATI"t~S 
THAT WE nr iT C"W A8LE T' ~nTH A ;-)ECTlSAGE 1~~ C"MBAT 
:;!RF:iGTHANj IT ~IU. BE }:t:Cr:SSAfiV T' C 'NCEt~'mATE "'UP. 
Syr:;E~~!H Ct.'H5S~ 1," THe P"PutATE.~ A:'EttS " F rHE TW') 
P77'Wl tK:ES. HIS Itj TurN wr.UU) Ml:l\iJ THAT A CfnTAIN 
P/'RT!'~:4 'F t!t~wrS!E1HJ P(4ctT "P TltV A' W'ULn 6E.~"'Pt: 
1.10«1t. y ;)fF~:mt:n. BY GIVli~G up, THE ~f.QUIRf':~;':!~" T ' 
ftlAlt~fll:i FIX~' !M£lF.S !fj tNt. UNP PutAT-~/('EA. lIGEN ZAIS 
£xPll\l=a~l) W!:: W'Ul.D OIV£ O~A!ED Pf" rF:CTI N F 'n TH~ 
P"'PUL*,T! ~:': A;!D AT TriC SAME TI(~E F~E:r.; F";1Cr::S"F fH~~ 
IOtST Art i) T: Nt: if.!'J ar:TT'ra u.err: I:~ A,"ii Al~M alt..r~ ~ 1..~. 
IT VAS EMH-lA.Glzm THAT TNI~ D~S N T MtM.J WE w"utJJ r.UT: N 
"'lP BAC'(S l' "> TH~ WFS'Tcn ~~ p PYI ~;EUT W 'utD MAK~ US? 

. -:F "~3URV[ILtM~Cf A:r, PA~ l. CAPftBIl..!TY 1''' -::-USUP.E THAT 
THEt.')·'et'1Y D "IF.~ :FT BUIlO UP U~·:M "LE5TE!J. At.S" IT WAS . 
P"P1TF:i'} 'UT !HATIF :\ TliP.tAl ~::'H-:UL!l DEUEL. p ~4E \4"UL%> 
HAVE THE C:~B!\T pUllER F. TUE' 1\1~M~altE TR:PS r" 
c'm,T:::n \lH~ r. :;rCES~1AnY. . 
G. THlSPURp'1SE "F THIS SACJ(G1! WiD 8R lEFI:m WAS T' 
GIV:~ LAMB A ClR~P Utt~F~stMr,li'~G, '"'F' TH~ '3ITUATlt'J Ii'} 
XXIV C"'~PS r.lltH TtE A~'1 'UllCE?>: '.'lS!}SPL YMFN~Fnf'7 3D 
M~;:~IV. l\J t!US W"y IT WAG H'PIIT> Ta~T THE P~5S1B1LITY 
"-'F FUM-n ~;\:D ZPECULf!TI n an WHiG H~T' (~Et45 ARTICL.ES 
C~lf1 .. ~ BE AV'·Df::O. 
7 • THE IiUhn~AI ~:i GIVf.:~ ~. LAMB AT THE BAC!(Gn "'tJE'D 
e*:'lEFIJG l") 'fS 'I T APPEAR, T" BE THE S URCE p"\'R HIS' ARTICU; 
""F 22 SEt'. H''1ljEVrp. BASED :";l PAST DIFFICULTIES '11TH ~. 
l.A,a, THl::i~;': 13 A ST? "NO P. ·SS151LITY TnA! HE !-IA.S FILED "r 
yILL Flt.T-: A, ST'PY IN r. 't4ttECTl""li WITH THE HJF -P MATI 'N 
pr··VIDE!) HIt'!. c~m';EQUEtfTt.Y I AM FUPNISHING Y"U THIS. 

I 
I:~F"i'i~Tl';J ;:;.'0 THAT Y"'U IAll.L Ii T at:' CAUGHT FF GUARD. 

i ,., ... 

L. 
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3. F LLINING THIS DISCUSSI N LAMB INF RMED AN THER
MEMBER OF MY COMBAT INF PMATI N BUREAU THAT N 20 SEP
HE MAD BEEN GIVEN A BACKGR UND BPIEFING BY LTGEN ZAIS
AND THAT HF HAD BEER GIVEN GENERAL INF RMATI N CON
CEI NING UR P STURE I: XXIV C R P S AFTER THE DEPARTURE

THE 3D MARINE DIVISI Mr. LAMB FURTHER STATEDF
THAT THIS INFOPMATI N WAS GIVE? T HIM FF THE RECARD
AND IN STRICTEST C INFIDENCE.
4. IN RDER I ASCERTAIN HW MUCH INF RMATI N HAD
BEEN GIVE T MR. LANS, I IMMEDIATELY C ITACTED LTGEN
ZAIS AND REQUESTED HIS MMENTS N HE SCOPE AND CONTENT
20 THE BACKGR UND SPIEFING GIVEN T LAME.
5. LTGE ZAIS INF EMED MI THAT THE MAIN P INT C VERED
WAS THE EFFECT THE PEDEPL YMENT F THE 3D MARDIV WOULD
HAVE THE TACTICAL SITUATI N IN XXIV CORPS. AT No
TIME WERE DATES MENTINED e A TIME SCHEDULE GIVEN.
LTGEN ZAIS POINTED UT THAT BVI USLY WE WOULD NOT BE
ABLE T MAINTAIN UNITS IN ALL F THE PRESENT L CATI'NS
THAT WE AEEW ABLE T WITH A DECREASE IN COMBAT
STRENGTH AND IT WILL BE NECESSARY T C INCENTRATE UR
STREIGTH CL SS T THE POPULATED AREAS F THE TW
PROVINCES. HIS IN TUPN WOULD MEAN THAT A CERTAIN
PARTION F THE WESTERN PART F THE A W ULD BE MIRE
LIGHTLY DEFORE BY GIVING UP THE REQUIREMENT T
MAINTAIN FIXED BASES IN THE UNP PULATED AREA, LIGEN ZAIS
EXPLAINED WE W ULD GIVE GRATE PP TECTI N F R THE
POPULATI AND AT THE SAME TIME FREE FORCES F THE
101ST AIRB NE F D BETTER USE IN AN AIRM BILE R LE.
IT WAS EMPHASIZED THAT THIS D ES N T MEAN WE WOULD TURN
r BACKS T THE WESTERN P PTI N BUT W ULD MAKE USE
:F UR SURVEILLANCE AND PAT L CAPABILITY F ENSURE THAT
THE EVEMY DOES H T BUILD UP M LESTED. ALS IT WAS
PRINTED UT THATIF a THREAT SHOULD DEVEL F WE WOULD
HAVE THE COMBAT P WER F THE AIRM BILE TR : PS in
UNTER WHERE SPCESSARY.

6. THE PURPOSE F THIS BACKGR UND BRIEFING WAS T
GIVE LAMB A CLEAR UNDERSTAN ING FF THE SITUATI N IN
XXIV CORPS WITH THE ANN UNICED PEDEPL YMENT F TH 3D
MARDIV. I THIS WAY IT WAS 3 PED THAT THE P SSIBILITY
F FUMER AND SPECULATI N GR WING INT NEWS ARTICLES
COULD BE AV IDED.
7. THE INF RMAI "If GIVEN M. LAMB AT THE BACKGR "UND
BRIEFI of ES N T APPEAR T BE THE S URCE FR HIS ARTICLE
OF 22 SEP. HOWEVER BASED PAST DIFFICULTIES WITH MR.
LAMB, THERE 13 A STP NG P 'SSIBILITY THAT HE HAS FILED 7
WILL FILE A ST YY IN C NNECTION WITH THE INF RMATI N
PROVIDED HIM. CONSEQUENTLY I AM FUPNISHING YOU THIS
INFORMATI THAT Y U WILL N T BF CAUGHT FF GUARD.
QP-4
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A~ '!,y:'~l~ffl' Af"1'tH rr I"'~. T~er. 1\,1) C.(I'JAD~f"IlI1e W Itt. SF ORf-!A"Yf'" Tn MAn~ 
t~ MU t"Rt. t!I,..~l."'" t!UDA..V AM> I'/IAn1'fENA~'CF. c)tfPPO~T "OM TUFTR 

PIlOFMT ftNJT 14t·qrt-t WItL PFtnCATlTn AT MA'P.~LE 1'I!""fMTAI~. 
'. (e) T~l wtFttlt'JF rJ.fF. L~~~ n" A" !-fFt rr'Ol'l'F'f~ n,q H,n olfACW Tt 
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~'" 'A Pfi'l)""A~I'IIFMT ~l\C'!r<'". ["'E~~~~cv IH't"!Et;!f~ rAlf PE JI.A~t)tJrJ),flM A 
M1c~T"" ~6('Y~ A~ Atl c:t1C~ ~~/:'IfJF'~c. TIft!.!. ~F.r.FI"E MV VttLJ1:~ 
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C 3090107 TVH ?FF-
EM cc III MAY
TO ce YYIV COP PC
7FM
CF F T / EVFC ONLY / FOR LICEN 7AIS FROM LTGEN NICHERSON
B. CC, YYTV COPIC 2495027 SEP 60
1. (c) A MARINE AIRCRAFT M INF, AS A PART OF THE AIR/CROUND
TEAM, IS ORGANIZED In SUPPORT THE RECUREMENTS OF a MARINE
DIVISION OF THREE INF RECIMENTS. THE WING ELICOPTER SUPPORT
NORMALLY CONGISTS OF TWO HMH'S, FOR UMM'C, TWO MML'S AND ONE
UMO COUNDRON. THE FIRST MARD IV FINF CIRRENTLY CONCISTS OF
FORE INE REGIMENTS. IN ADD IT ICN In SUPPORT ING THE 1CT MARD IV
(DEIME), THE EMAW IS TASKED TO SUPPORT THE ROKMC BDE, ARVN FORCES
TN DANANG APF A CONSIST ING OF I REST AND 1 ANGER GP, FORCE

UNITS AND OTHER SPECIAL OPER AT IONC.
?. (c) UPOM HE COMPLETION OF THE PHASE II W ITHDR AVLC THE EMAN
WILL BE ORGANIZED AS DESCR IRFI ABOUE AND THE UNITS TO BF SUPPORTED
WILL REMAIN THE SAME. DUE T SPACE AND MONETARY CONSIDERAT IONS
T HAVE FOUND IT NECESSARY TO LOCATE ONE HMM AND ONF MML AT DUII RAI
AS TENANT ACTIVITIES. THESE TWO SCHADRONE WILL BF ORGANIC TO MAC-
16 AND WILL RECEIVE SUPPLY AND MAINTENANCE SUPPORT FROM THE IR
PARENT UNIT WH ICH WILL RF LOCATED AT MARBLE MOUNTAIN.
2. (c) TN WIFW OF THE LOSS OF A? HFL ICOPIERS DIR:INC PLACE TT
DEDE PL OVME ATT AND NO REDUCT ION or THE SUPPORT COMMITMENTS, IT IS
NOT FRACFARLF wordbox FMAW TO PROVIDE SUPPORT OF XXIV CORPS OPER AT IONS
ON A PERMANENT RACIC. EMERGE NCY RECEIESTS CA" BE HANDLED ON A
MISSION RACIS AND ALL SUCH REQUESTS WILL RECEIVE MV FILLEST
CONSIDERATION CONSISTENT WITH OVERALL TACTICAL SITHAT ION.
A. (9) vou ARE NO DOURT AWARE THAT THE UNAF CIRTU HFLO CONADRON

WILL BECOME OPERAT IONAL ON 1 CM. HOWEVER, THEIR IF OF 20 AIRCRAFT
WILL NOT PF SUFFICIENT TO WING THE BALANCE OF AVAILABLE UFLI-
COPTED ACCETS TO ARUN FORCES.
5. (c) T HAVE EXAM TMED THE HELICOPTER POST IRE OF TUE AMERICAL
DIVISION. IN MV OPINION THEY CANNOT RF TASKED FOR AND ADD IT IO NAL
UFLIMOTED AIRPORT.
f. (9) voll CHOULD THEREFORE PLAN 7" MEETING PELICOPTER SUPPORT
REQUIREMENTS or THE "ICI? WITH VOITE ORGANIC ASSETS. IF, IN VOIR
OPINION THIS SUPPORT IC NOT ADE CUATE In THE TASK, THE COURSE OF
ACTION POOPOSED IN REF (A) IC CONSIDERED APPROPR IATE AND
WARM RECARDS
GP-A
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