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| SEC RET / FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON <
' V1gIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO ICTZ ON 29AUGES ‘
| 1. GEN ROSSON ARRIVED 291@@5H AT THE A & DSL COMPANY 2
AT HOI AN AND WAS MET BY THE PROVINCE CHIEF AND PSA. &
" HE RECEIVED A BRIEF BY THE COMPANY COMMANDER WHICH COVERED
THE ORGANIZATION, FUNCTIONING, EQUIPMENT STATUS, AND |
PERSONNEL STATUS OF THE A & DSL CO. HE EXPRESSED INTEREST |
IN THE STATUS OF EQUIPMENT AND ASKED IF THE FIGURES ON TRUCKS
REPAIRED REFLECTED ONLY THOSE REPAIRED IN THE COMPANY w
|
|
t
i
[
{
!

| AREA OR INCLUDED THOSE REPAIRED BY CONTACT TEAM AS WELL.
| HE WAS TOLD THEY WERE ONLY FOR THOSE REPAIRED IN THE COMPANY
' AREA. HE ASKED IF ALL SHORTAGES WERE COVERED BY REQUISITION
_ AND WAS TOLD THEY ARE. GEN ROSSON WAS ALSO BRIEFED ON
. THE FINANCE SECTION. HE WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN
' THE RICE ALLOWANCE AND THE PROVINCE CHIEF'S SPECIAL
| ORGANIZATION TO HELP PROCESS PAPERS FOR RICE RATIONS FOR
| DEPENDENTS. SINCE THE SYSTEM SEEMED TO BE HELPFUL FOR THE
PF's, GEN ROSSON ASKED THAT THE PLAN FOR THE ORGANIZATION ///7)

BE SENT TO HIM. , B} -

&)

// (2)

DECLASSIFIED




—Z, AFTER THE BRIEFING, GEN ROSSON ASKED SEVERAL QUESTIONS.

DECLASSIFIED

HE WANTED TO KNOW HOW. OFTEN THE COMMANDING OFF ICER OF THE

‘ALc IN DANARG INSPECTS THE COMPANY. HE WAS TOLD THE INSPECTION

TEAM COMES ALMOST EVERY MONTH. HE ASKED IF THERE IS A DS

- COMPANY FROM ALC TO ASSIST WITH HIGHER ECHELONS OF REPAIR

AND WAS TOLD THAT THERE IS A REPAIR TEAM ATTACHED TO THE

‘A & DSL cMPANY FROM THE ALC. GEN ROSSON ASKED FOR OPINIONS

ON A REORGANIZATION WHICH WOULD REMOVE THE ADMINISTRATION

AND FINANCE SECTIONS FROM THE A & DSL COMPANY AND PLACE

THEM DIRECTLY UNDER THE DISTRICT CHIEF, BUT WOULD LEAVE THE
DSL cOMPANY UNDER THE ALC. BOTH THE FINAMCE OFFICER AND THE
SUPPLY OFFICER WERE IN FAVOR THE THE CHANGE. GEN ROSSON ASKED
IF MOVING THE MEDICAL SUPPORT FROM THE ALC TO A MEDICAL GROUP
HAD MADE ANY DIFFERENCE IN SUPPLY SUPPORT AND WAS TOLD THAT IT
HAD NOT. HE ASKED ABOUT CRITICAL SHORTAGES OF SPECIALISTS AND
WAS TOLD THAT. THE ¢ OMPANY NEEDS 20 MORE ARMORERS AND 6 GENERAL
PURPOSE MECHANICS TRAINED ON THE NEW VEHICLES. HOWEVER, THE
COMPANY COMMANDER SAID THAT HE COULDN'T ASK FOR THESE PEOPLE
BECAUSE THEY ARE ABOVE THE TOE AUTHORIZAT ION. GEN ROSSON
CCMMENTED THAT THE COMPANY SHOULD ASK FOR THEM ANYWAY SINCE
THE JGS IS CONDUCTING A STUDY ON THR NEEDS OF THE A & DSL
cOMPANY, THE COMPANY COMMANDER ADDED THAT THE COMPANY NEEDS
WRECKERS, FORK LIFTS, AND THE MANUALS FOR THE NEW VEHICLES.
3. UPON HIS DEPARTURE FROM: THE COMPANY AT 2912@5H, GEN

ROSSON TOLD.THE CcOMPANY STAFF ARD THE ADVISORS THAT THIS WAS
OgFTSF THE THREE BEST A & DSL COMPANIES HE HAS SEEN IN ALL
VIETNAM,.

A+ GEN ROSSON THEN VISITED NSA FOR LUNCH AND A BRIEFING.

HE COMMENTED THAT THE BRIEFING WAS VERY PROFESSIONAL AND

VERY INFORMATIVE. /112)

3. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED AT 291488.
P-4
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T0 CG FMFPAC
8T
SECRET
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKEKSON .
VESIT OF THE CHIEF 0 NAVAL OPERATIONS
A. CG FHFPAC 2933B3Z AUG 69 :
lo IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS
SUBMITTED CONCERNING CHIEF OF NAUAL OPERATIONS VISIT T0
111 MaF 38-31 AUGUST 1969,
2. CNO WAS ACCOMPANIED THROUGHOUT HIS ICTZ VisIT BY CG
111 MAF AND COMNAVFORV, THE VISIT 1S DIVIDED INTO THREE
CATEGORIES: (a) VISIT T0 II1 MAF (8) UISTI TO I CORPS
(C) VISIT NCB AND HSA.

Ao VISIT Tp III MAF CONSISTED. OF A BRIEF FLYOVER OF
THE DANANG AREA, LUNCH WITH CG III MAF AND A FORMAL STAFF
BRIEFING FOLLOWED BY DISCUSSIONS. THE FOLLOWING IS A

" SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS DURING CNO BRIEFING AT

111 MaF Hae

PAGE 2 RHMMAFAQ0324 S ECRET

(1) AFTER A SPECIAL IJTELLIGLNCE ASSESSMENT, CNO
COMMENTED THAT THE BRIEF REFLECTED THE GENERAL CONCENSUS
OF OPINION IS WASHINGTION, HE STATED THAT THE ENEMY STILL
HAS POTENT CAPABILITY AND WE WATCH THE DMZ CAREFULLY.

(2> AFTER CORDS BRIEFING ON THE 1969 PACIFICATION
CAMPAIGN, HE ASKED: “WHAT IS THE NATURE. OF THE VCIg DO YOU
FIND MORE YOUNG PEOPLE THAN OLD?" ANSWER: YES MORE YOUNG THAN
OLD, HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE REFUGEE PROBLEM, AND THE DIFFICULTY
OF RESETTLEMENT, HE COMMEMNTED ON THE FACT THAT THE HEAVIEST
NVA/VC ACTIVITY STILL SEEMED TO BE TARGETED AROUND THE MAJOR
CITIES, CHO SaID IT APPEARED STRANGE THAT THIS IS TRUE
AFTER WE HAD BEEN FIGHTIHNG SO LONG., MRo FRITZ (ASSIDEPCORDS)
POINTED OUT THAT THE ENEMY WAS ACTIVELY SEEXKING CONTROL IN
POPULATED AREAS. ALTHOUGH SECURITY FOR HUE AND DANANG PRESENTLY
IS CONSIDERED ADEQUATE, GQUANG NAI CITY IS REPORTED LESS SECURE.
GEH NICKERSON MADE AMPLIFYING REMARKS ABOUT DANANG AREA
PROBLEMS THAT RESULTED FROM OVER EMPHASIS ON SAIGON. HE
STATED THAT DANANG HAD THE TROUBLES OF & REGULAR MEGALOPLIS
WITH ALL ITS PEOPLE, AND THIS WAS NOT FULLY APPRECIATED
BY THE RVN GOUERNMENT IN SAIGON.
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{3} AFTER G-3 BRIEFING ON THE FRICHDLY SITUATION AND
THE PRESENT CONCEFY OF CURRERI OPERATIONS IN ICTZ, CHNO ASKED3
"ISN-T 37T FAKR 710 $AY THIS 1S WHAT WE°VE BEEN DOING ALL THE
TEMEZ" -GEN WICKERSON ANSWERED THAT THE KEY. DIFFERENCE IN
THE PRESENT APPROACH WAS THE CONPLETE INTEGRATION OF U.5,
ARVY ARD ROMMC FORCES IN THE OVERALL PLAN.

{4y AFTER DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, PLANS BRIEF ON ARVY
EFFECTIVENESS ; IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION, CNO REMARKEDS
TIT IS A VERY ENCOURAGING PICTURE HERE, 30T IN THE U.S. THEY
CAN°T REALLY DECIDE WHETHER THERE IS A LULL OR 80T, I DON'I
KNOW HOW WE CAN MAINTAIN PRESENT FORCES IF THE ENENY AVOIDS
CONTHCT. THE PROBLEM I8 THE PATIENCE OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC.
THEY YANT TO BRING THE B0YS HOME. WE HOPE 10 CORTROL THE
SITUATION 50 aS TO0 NOT SHATCH DEFEAT FROM THE VARY JAWS OF
VICTORY, HOW LONG CAN THESE PEOPLE KEEP IT UP?" CG 111 NAF
EXPLAIRED THE PHOENIX PROGRAN ARD ELIMINATION OF THE VCI AS
A MALN EFFORT IM SOLVING THIS PROBLEM, CG ADDED THAY HE wAS
ALSO OFTEN PUZZLED BY THE APPROACH OF SOME VILLAGE ELDERS WHO
ARE TOLERANT OF THE VYCI WHEH THEIR VERY LIVES ARE AT STAKE.

¢5) AFTER BRIEF BY €6 FIRST May O AIR OPERATIONS, CHO

PAGH 4 RniMAFAP324 S E CRET

ASKED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: HOW MANY AIR FORCE SUPPORT
MISSIONS INVOLVING DRONES HAD THE FIRST MAY CONDYUCTED?
ANSHER: ABOUY 15. WHAT WAS THE FAVORITE TYPE OF AIR ORD-
NANCE 2 ANSWERS RUCKEYE, HE SEEMED SURPRISED THAT IS WAS
MORE POFULAR THAW CBU,

8. CNO THEN VISITED GEU LAM AT HIS HEADQUARTERS, NO
PERTIRENT ISSUES WERE DISCUSSED,

C, AT HCB, DISCUSSIONS WERE CONDUCTED ON THE FOLLOWING
POINTSs FORCE DEPLOYMEHT, WORKLOAD, PHASEDOWE PLANNING,
VRN BASE CONSTRUCTION, MATERIAL, LOC AND EQUIPHMENT.

{13 COMMAND AREAS OF INTEREST: )

{AY INTEGRATION OF 783, DEACTIVATION, REDEPLOY-
MENT AND WORKLOAD PLANNING., CRO COMMENTs SATISFIED.

(BY IMADEQUATE NUMBERS TO0 FULLY STAFF 14 HMCB®S.
CHO COMMENT: STRESSED DO NOT DECOHMNMNISSION BELOW 14 NMOB
LEVEL, NAINTALIN LN COMMISSYONED STATUS EVEN. AT GREATLY
REDUCED MANHING. EASIER T0 FLESH OUY WITH DPPUS THAN TO
AECOMMISSION, :

(Cy UBN BASE CONSTRUCTION. CNO COMMENT 3 UBDER~
STOOD USE OF VERTICAL CAPABILITY FOR VNN BASES WHICH COMe
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PAGE 5 RHMMAFAG324 S E CRE T
PLIMENTS DEMAND FOR HORIZONTAL CAPA3ILIIY ON LOC IH 16TZo
UNDERSTOOD VMM BASE WORK WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED 3Y SEABEE

DETAILS STAGED WITH EQUIPMENT, MEN AND MATERIAL OQUT OF ICTZ.

(D) MATERIAL. CNO COMMENT@ APPRECIATES NATURE
AND CAUSE OF HIGH STOCK LEVEL PROBLEM AND MAWAGEMENT ACTION
TO COWTROL IT. RETROGRADE OF USE ELSEWHERE ALL POSSSIBLE
ITEMS, SHIP T0 REINDEER STATION.

(E) EQUIPMENT, CNO COMMENT S UNDERSTOOD IN=COUNTRY

NMCB REQUIREMENTS HAVE FIRST CaLL ON ORGANIC ALLOWARNCE FOR

PHASED QUT MMCBS. CBPAT, CEBLANT AND NAVFAC WOULD IBDICATE

DISTRIBUTION OF REMAIHMDER.
- (2) CHO HaAD DINNER AT NSAe FOLLOWING THE DINMNER,

BRIEFING WAS HELD WITH NO SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS CONDUCTEDO

3, CHO REMAINED OVER MIGHT AT 111 MAF HQ 38 AUGUST 196 aiD
DEPARTED FQOR YANKEE STATION AT 0845H ON 31 AUGUST (989,
GPe4
BT
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SEC.RE T FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO VADM BRINGLE

FM LTGEN RICKERSON

SUBJECT: CRUISER NGFS AVAILABILITY .

l« THE DEPARTURE OF THE USS ST. PAUL (CAT3) FROM THE GUN LINE ON 16
SEP ENROUTE TO HER HOMEPORT OF SAN DIEGO WILL LEAVE ONLY ONE CRUISER
ASSIGNED TO THE SEVENTHFLEET. THIS MEANS THERE WILL BE EXTENDED PERIODS
WHEN NO cRUISERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR NGFS IN THE DMZ AREA, THIS, COUPLED
WITH THE CONTINUED DRAWDOWN OF NGFS AND THE PLANS NOT TO RETURN THE UsS
NEW JERSEY, CAUSES CONCERN,

2. THE MABY ADVANTAGES OF NGF, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF THE DMz,
NEED NOT BE RESTATED. IMPENDING FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS FROM NICIZ HAKE
THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE MOBILE FIREPOVER OF HFAVY NGF SHIPS MORE
’CRITICAL THAN EVER. THE FACT THAT NGFS CAN BE PROVIDED WITHOUT ANY

' INCREASE IN IN-COUNTRY SPACES AND WITHOUT ANY REQUIREMENT FOR IN=
'COUNTRY BASES MAKES IT PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS AT THIS TIME,
ES. THE ASSIGNMENT OF A NGF CRUISER TO ICTZ ON A CONTINUOUS

BASIS IS CONSIDERED A NECESSITY.

4« 1 RECMMEND REITERATION OF OUR DESIRES FOR, FIRST, THE NEW JERSEY
AND; SECONDLY, A CRUISER ON A CONTINUOUS BASIS,
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SECR E T/FOR LTGEN MILDREN FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

Ae YR p1p338Z SEPES

SA HUYHN PORT CLOSING

e REF MSg STATES THAT IT IS DESIRED THAT THE PORT oF

SA HUYHN BE CLOSED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND IN CONSONANCE
WITH DESIRES AND CAPABILITIES PREVIOUSLY STATED, IT IS
INTENDED THAT THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR DUC PHO BE PROVIDED
FRM THE DANANG SUPPORT COMMAND BY LAND LOC.

2. IN RECENT MONTHS THE NVAY HAS BEEN TRYING TO CLOSE THE
PORT OF SA HUYHN AND 1 HAVE STEADFASTLY OPPOSED THIS. THEIR
MOST RECENT ATTEMPT WAS ABOUT A MONTH AGO WHEN THEY SUGGESTED
TO GEN HEISER THAT HE MIGHT AGREE TO CLOSING THE PORT. JOE
DIpD NOT AGREE AND THE SUBJECT HAS REMAINED DORMANT SINCE.
DURING THAT EXCHANGE I STAYED SILENT AND ON THE SIDELINES
BUT WAS PREPARED TO STEP IN IF THE SITUAT ION DIGTATED.
-3+ 1 BELIEVE THAT A DECISION ON THE CLOSING OF THE PORT OF
SA HUYHN WOULD PROPERLY BE MINE, IN AS MUCH AS 1T INVOLVES
NAVY c(MMON SERVICE SUPPORT FOR I CORPS., 1 BELIEVE THAT.
THE OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS STILL DICTATE THE UTILIZATION
OF THIS PORT, AND I AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE SECURITY DEMANDS
.ON THE AMERICAL DIVISION TO KEEP THE LANB LOC OPEN FROM
cHU LAI TO DUc PHO.

‘44 1 WOULD REQUEST RECONSIDERATION OF YOUR MESSAGE AND
'WOULD RECOMMEND ITS CANCELLATION., IF YOU DEEM IT DESIRABLE
'TO PURSUE THE ISSUE FURTHER, 1 WOULD REQUEST THAT THE
'QUERY BE DIRECTED TO ME IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE DIFFICULTIES
WITH SUBORDINATES IN THE OPERATIONAL CHAIN,

5+ PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT MY SOLE PURPOSE IS THE
IMAINTENABCE OF MAXIMUM OPERATIONAL CAPARILITIES AND THE
ASSURAHCE THAT WE CAN OPERATE UNDER ANY AND ALL CONDITIONS,

1 BELIEVE THAT IT IS NECESSARY THAT THE PORT OF SA HUYHN REMAIN

OPEN, AT LEAST FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, FURTHER
REDEPLWMENTS MAY DICTATE THAT THE PORT BE CLOSED REGARDLESS
OF CPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS, BUT I DON'T BELIEVE WE'VE
'REAcHED THAT POINT AS YET.
'WARMEST REGARDS
3550 NOTE3 PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY

: DEL IVER DURING VORKING HOURS
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- Pca 11 AN | CONFIDENTIAL

T0 $S0 XX1V CORPs -
ZEM |

CONFIDENTIAL |
LTGEN NICKERSON SENDS FOR LTGEN ZAIS |
le (C) AS YOU MAY KNOW, I RECEIVE A DETAILED BRIEFING FACH MORNING
ON THE DEEP RECONNAISSANCE ACTIVITIES OF U.S. FORCES IN ICTZ. 1
HAVE NOTICED RECENTLY THAT THE NUMBER OF LONG RANGE RECONNAISSANCE
PATROLS MAINTAINED IN THE FIELD BY THE 191ST AIRBORNE DIVISION
HAS BEEN MINIMAL. I BELIEVE THAT YOU WILL AGREE THAT ACTIVE AND
EXTENSIVE DEEP REC ONNAISSANCE IS A VITAL DIMENSION OF OUR EFFORT
HERE, ESPECIALLY WITH THE PROSPECTS OF A DIMINISHING NUMBER OF
US TROOPS IN ICTZ. I FURTHER BELIEVE THAT A MORE ACTIVE EFFORT
SHOULD BE MADE TO ACHIEVE A HIGHER SUSTAINED LEVEL OF DEEP
REC ONNAISSANGE PATROLLING ON THE PART OF THE 181ST IN ORDER TO
CORTRIBUTE TO A MORE INFORMED PICTURE OF THE ENEMY AND HIS
ACTIVITIES IN THE 181ST AO, WARM REGARDS.

§50 NOTE; DELIVER DURING

| WORKING HOURS.
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A. ¢G 111 MAF @4p957Z

l. REFERENCE A, PASEP TO YOUR HQS, CONTAINED INFORMATION CONCERNING
A MACV MOVEMENT PLANNING CONFERENCE FOR PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENIS.
SURSEQUENT INFORMATION DELAYED CONFERENCE UNTIL & SEP AND DIRECTED
CONFEREES BE PREPARED FOR PLANNING BASED ON PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENTS OF
25,000 AND 43,500.

2. IN RESPON‘?E TO THE MACV REQUEST FOR PRELIMINARY INFORMATION PRIOR
TO THE cONFERENCE, IT IS MY INTERTION TO TRANSMIT THE BELOW MESSAGE
TO MACV, SUBJECT TO YOUR APPROVAL. YOUR COMMENTS ARE REQUESTED ASAP.
REFERENCE B IN THE BELOW MESSAGE IS MACV APPROVAL, FOR PLANNING, -

' OF A III MAF RECOMMENDATION TO COMBINE HQS XXIV CORPS AND III MAF 9&
\ ;HE PASIC PLAN AND MACV APPROVAL ARE BEING FORWARDED YOUR HQS BY/o RECENEO
- MAIL, :

. THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE PROPOSED III MAF MSG TO MA

. TOz cOMUSMACY
- ZEM
"TOPSEGCRET /EYES ONLY / FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON----—

QUOTE
FMe cg 111 MAF

A cmusmcv 3p12012Z

. By MACJ=3-922 LTR OF 25AUGSY9, SUBJ REDUCTION OF FORCES

I INT¥EPLY TO REF A THE FOLLOWING PRELIMINARY INFORMATION IS
- SUBMITTED.

A. PERSONNEL REDEPL OYMENT CRITERIA
(1) NOVEMBER RTD'S WILL REDEPLOY IN OCTOBER, THEREBY REDUCING
ROTATION TOUR LENGTHS TO 12 MONTHS. )
(2) OCTORER RTD®S FROM ALL PHASE 2 UNITS WILL ROTATE AS
INDIVIDUALS.
R, DESIGNATION OF UNITS TO BE
(1) INACTIVATED IN VIETNAM - NONE '
(2) REDEPLOYED AS UNITS TO SPECIFIED LOCATIONS:

HO 3D MARDIV OK INAWA
RLT 4 OK INAWA
IST MAW (REAR) OK INAWA
VMA C(AW) 533 . JAPARN _ .
(3) REDEPLOYED WITHOUT PERSONNEL: = Q.f/{
g BY=3 {Ted ﬂﬂﬂﬁDnL P!Rsul!l. 9!.' VILL REDERLOY) m

2901/
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REDEPL OY IN
! De PORT
- HAWAII, OR
| Ee IN-C
(D
2)
Fo THE

|
|

~—

pn:urTDIEFdSifiin.‘znurpnsnt WILL BE RETROGRADED WITH
G URITS. | ,
S OF DERARKATION: ANY COMBINATION OF IWAKUNE, OKINAWA,

CONUS.

OUNTRY APCE/SPOE FOR REDEPLOYIRG UNITS.

SPOE INCLUDE DANANG, CUA VIET, TAN MY AND CHU LAIl.
APOE INCLUDE DONG HQ/QUANG TRI, DANANG AND CHU LAI.

NUMRER OF PERSONNEL OF COMPONENT COMMANDS TO BE REDEPL OYED

As INDIVIDUALS.

(1) 7,900 PERSONNEL WILL BE REDEPLOYED. AS INDIVIDUALS.
Ge TIME PHASING OF MOVEMENT OF UNITS OR INDIVIDUALS: SIX
EMPARKATION UNITS ARE ANTICIPATED AS FOLLOWS: —
UNIT TIME MODE
(1) EMRARK UNIT I D=DAY PERSONNEL =Y AlIR, EQUIPMENT BY
SURFACE
(2) EMBARK UNIT II D PLUS 7 PERSONNEL BY AIR, EQUIPMENT BY
: SURFACE
} (3) EMRBARK UNIT II1 D PLUS 14 PERSONNEL RY AIR, EQUIPMENT BY
SURFACE
| CA) EMBARK UNIT 1V D PLUS 38 MAJORITY BY SURFACE
? (5) EMBARK URIT V D PLUS 42 MAJORITY BY SURFACE
‘ (&) EMBARK UNIT V1 D PLUS 55 MAJORITY BY SURFACE
!

H., PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT TO BSE MOVED WITHIN RUN BY COMMON

SERVICE TR
UTILIZED F
LIFT MaY B
J 890 WOTEs

QP-4

ANSPORTATION (NON-ORGANIC): COMMON USER AIR WILL BE
OR IN~COUNTRY AND OUT OF COUNTRY AIRLIFT. MSTS SURFACE
E USEN DEPENDING ON COURSE OF ACTION <ELECTED,

PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY - DELIVER AT THE

ﬁ@!ll!l! OF VORKING HOURS.

%
i
!

\
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(T IO LRV

'FM c& III MAF . . . | =
|10 ca FMFPAC : o | Fa
ZEM -
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TOP S E "RET FINAL SECTION OF TWO / EYES ONLY / FOR LTGEN 4

PUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON RECEIVED

1. FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS. h '

4 (1) FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS TO RECOME AVAILABLE AS A/® | SEPRI

RESULT OF PHASE TWO REDEPLOYMENTS ARE BASED ON FOLLOWING
ASSUMPT 10N Se

(A) CONSOLIDATION OF MARINE HELO ASSETS SOUTH OF HAI VA

PASS.

(R) ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND DANANG WILL PROVIDE FOR SUPPORT
OF UNITS REMAINING IN NORTHERN I CTZ, LESS SEA TRANSPORTATION AND
cOMMON ITEM SUPPLY SUPPORT.

(C) UNITS REDEPLOYING WILL RETROGRADE ORGANIC EQUIPMENT
AND SERVICE PECULIAR ITEMS. CLASS V WILL REMAIN IN POSITION WITH
AN IN-KIND TRANSFER OF ASSETS BETWEEN SERVICES.

'(2) LOGISTIC FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIOHS.

LOCATION DESCRIPT ION INTENDED DISPOSITION
QUANG TRI cP, FLSG=R TURN OVER IO ARMY SPT COMD
: ASP (8814 S/T) SAME
DONG HA MT MAINTENANCE SHOP SAME
‘ ENGR MAINTENANCE SHOP . SAME
RATION BREAKDOWN POINT SAME
(38,0080 CU FT REEFER) 1
CLASS V HOLDING POINT SAME |

1

(452 S/T OF PROJ 972 MATERIEL)
SHIPPING AND RECEIVING STATION SAME

CUA VIET ~ FUEL FARM (72X10,000 GAL TANKS) PHASE OVER T0 ARMY
SPT COMD
VANDEGRIFT ASP (1846 S/T) - TURN OVER TO RVNAF OR
- COMRAT PASE Co RETROGRADE, DEPENDING ON

TACT ICAL SITUATION
(3) AVIATION FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS,

< LOCATION PE SCRIPT 10N RECOMMENDED DISPOSITION

{ PHU BAI AIRFIELD TURN OVER U.S, ASSETS TO

| (69 A/C) - xx:vpconps WITH EXCESS 10

| RUNAF

| QUANG TRI AIRFIELD (76 A/C) TURN OVER TO XXIV CORPS FOR

| RESIDUAL FORCE USE

DONG HA AIRFIELD TURN OVER TO RVNAF

\VAwozneaxFr COMBAT BASE AIR STRIP TURN OVER TO RVNAF OR

N -~ REIROGRADE, DEPEMDING ¢ -
- RS - SRS 3 w n 4 e i I

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

" (4> GROUND COMBAT, dﬁhnnhn)cdirnet. ARD SUPPORT INSTALLATIONS

AND FACILITIES.

LOCATION DESCRIPTION
VANDEGRIFT CMBAT BASE (2 MARINE. REGT
CP'S, TF HOTEL CP)

! CAMP EVANS NMCB 11 CANMP

CAMP HOOVER  NMCB .5 CAMP

. (DANANG)

- CAMP BARNES  NMCB 62 CAMP

(DONG HA)

' CAMP ADNEIR  NMCB 4 CAMP
"~ (DANANG)

(5) REF B APPROVED MY PROPOSAL TO COMBINE HQ III MAF AND HQ
XXIV cORPS., ADDITIONAL ARMY AND MARINE CORPS FACILITIES AND INSTALL~
ATIONS WILL PROBABLY BECME AVAILABLE AS A RESULT OF THIS ACTION,

(6) ONE ADnITIONAL NMCB

RECOMMENDED DISPOSITI

REDUCE DEPENDING UPON
TACTICAL SITUATION

TURN OVERTO XXIV COR
TURN OVER TO 1ST MARD

TURN OVER TO RUNAF

OR

TURN OVER TO RVNAF, OR

s T0

PS
v

TURN OVER TO NAVY SUPPORT

ACTIVITY COMMAND DANA

CAMP, YET TO BE DETERMINED, WILL

RECOME AVAILABLE AT EITHER QUANG TRI, PHU PAI OR CAMP EAGLE.
(7) MAX FLEXIRILITY HAS BEEN INTEGRATED INTO THIS SUBMISSION
TO ALLOW FOR AN ASSUMED COMPOSITION AND BASING OF THE RESIDUAL FORCE,
PENDING DECISIONS ON THE RESIDUAL FORCE MAY REQUIRE RECONSIDERATION.
2. THE ABOVE IS THE MOST PRECISE INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME,

NG

"THERE ARE SEVERAL OTHER ALTERNATIVES WHICH ARE BEING CONSIDERED BY

HIGHER HEADQUARTERS PRIMARILY INVOLVING THE DESTINATION OF RLT-3,
THESE OTHER ALTERHATIUES CONSIDER RLT-3 REDEPLOYING AS A UNIT,

UNQUOTE.
WARM REGARDS. LTGEN NICKERSOH.

250 NOTEs PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY - DEL IVER AT THE
BEGINNING OF WORKING HOURS.

ap=4

DECLASSIFIED

299/

' FSR NANCY' ~ 1ST BN, TTTH ARMOR CAMP, FS® SAME

LZ SALLY 2D BDE 101ST ABN CP, INF BN SAME

= | ~ cAMp, FSB \

- FSB SHARON  IST BN, IITH INF CAMP, FSB }gngvovgn SOUTHERR ONE~THIRD
i NA

 DONG HA CMBAT BASE TURN OVER THREE-FIFTH

: RVNAF

29
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[ 0 astp38 ZYH
FH cr 111 MaAF e _ -
croomustacy .
T G PSECRET FINAL SECTIORN OF TYO / EYES ONLY / FCR MGER
Y ORNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
-~ 1, FACILITIES AHD INSTALLATIONG,
1) FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS TGO RECOYE AVAILASLE Aq A
RE<ULT OF PHASE TWO REDEPLOYMENTS ARE RACED O8N FCLLOWINEG
ASeUMPTION oy
(A) CONSOLIPATION OF M&RINV HELD ASCETS SOUTH OF HAI VAN

() ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND PANANG WILL PROVIDE FOR SUPPORT
OF UNITS REMAIMNING IN NORTHER® I CT7Z, LESS cEA TRANSPORTATION AND
cOMMON ITEM SHPPLY SUPPORT.
(C) UMITS REDEPLOYING WILL RETROGRANE GRGANI? EQUIPMENT
AND TERVICEF PECULIAR 1TEMS. CLASS V WILL REMAIN IN POSITION WITH
AY IN-KIND TRANSFER OF ASCETS RETWEEN SFRVICES,
(2) LOGISTIC FACILITIES AND IHQTALLQTIQNQ.

PACS,

i
|
!
{
{
;
.*
{
|
j
}
;
|
¥
|
«

(452 5/T OF PROJ ©72 MATERIEL)
SHIPPING AND RECEIVING STATION SAME

cUA VIET FUEL FARM (72X13,202 GAL TaNk g) PHASE OUVER TO ARMY SPT
o , , comMD
L_/ANDEGRIFT  ASP (1847 S/T) . TURE OVER TO RVNAF OR

€0*"PAT =ASE RETROGRADE, PRPENDING ON

TACTICAL SITUATION
(3) AVIATION FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS.

LOCATION NESCRIPTION , RECOMMENNED DISPOSITION
PHUY =pl AIRFIELD ' TURR VER 1.8, ASSETS T0
‘ (<3 A/C) ) XXIV CCRPS WITH EXCESS IO
o RURAF

QUANG TRI AIRFIELD (7€ A/C) : TYRR OGVER TO XXIV CORPS

b : - FOR RESIDUAL FORCE USE
PONG HA AIRFIFLD THRN OVER TQ RVNAF
VANDERSRIFT COMPAT 2ASE AIR SIRIP TURN OVER TO SVNAF OR

RETROGRADE, DEPENDING ON
it v o _TACTICAL SITMTION 2¢7/

zo/1)

DECLASSIFIED

LOCATION DESCRIPTION INTENDED PISPOSITION
QUANG TRI CP, FLEA-R TURN OVER TO ARMY SPT COMD
ASP (8814 S/T) CAME , _
nON G HA MT MAINTENANCE SHOP CAME
ENGR MAINTENANCE &MoP CANE
RATION RREAKDNOWN POINT SAME
(38,008 CU FT REEFFR)
CLASS V HALNING POINT CAME

t

|




DECLASSIFIED

(4) SROUND COMPAT, COMMAND/CONTROL, AND SUPPORT INSTALLATIONS
. AND FAclLITIFS,

LOCATION NESCRIPTION ~ RECOMMENDED DISPOSITION
VARDEGRIFT COMRAT PASE (2 MARINE REGT THURN CVER TO RVEAF, OR
CP*sy TF HOTEL CP) REDICE DEPENDIRG UPON

' . : TACTICAL SITUATICM
FSr RANCY 15T "N, 77TH ARMOR CAMP, FSR SaME
LZ <ALLY 2n °pE lBIQT ARN CPy INF BN  CAME
CAMPy FS
Fen SHAROCH 15T 9&. llTH IRF CaMP, FCR THURN OVER CSOUTHERN ONE-
THIRD TO RVNAF

NG HA COMPAT DASE TURN OVER THREE-FIFTHS
T TO RUNAF \

cAMD EUANS  NHECB {1 CAYP ’ TURN OVER TO XXIv comps
CANT HGWE‘?WNF?W“TWF e m—— 1T Y T T
CCANANG) )

CAMP PARNES HRMCH 62 CAMP TURN ER TO SVNAF

(NONG Hp) ;
- PAMP ADNEIR NMCT 4 CAMP TYRN OVER TO NAVY SUPPORY
(DANANR) ACTIVITY COMMAND DANANG

, (5) REF = APPROVED, FOR PLANNING PURPOCES, MY PROPOSAL TO
COMRINE HO I1I MAF AND HR XX1IV CORPS. AHDITIGNAL ARMY AND MARIRE
CORPe FACILITIES AND INSTALLATIONS WILL PRCBARLY BECOME AVAILABLE
AS A RESULT OF THIS ACTION,

(8) ONE ABﬁIT!CNAL RMCB CAMP, YET TO ®F NETERMINED, WILL
RECOME AVAILASLE AT EITHER QUANG TRI, PHU! Al CR CAMP EAGLF.
- (7) MAX FLEXIRPILITY HAS ®mEEW IMTFGRAT?F INTO THIS SUBMISSIOM
TO ALLOYW FOR AN ASSUMED COMPOSITION AND PACING OF THE RESIPAWL '
FCRCE. PENDING DECISIONS ON THE RESIDUAL FORCE MaY REQUIRE
RECONCIDERAT ION,
2. THE A2WE 1S THE MOST PWEC!“V INFORMATION AVAILAPLE AT THIS
TIME, ‘
Gr=-4

c20 NOTEs PRECEDENCE FOR TRANTMISCION ONLY
’ DELIVER AT THE REGINNING (F WCRKING HOYRS,
120 ‘ .

-~
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A e
;

0 Ac1@59Z ZYH
pmig 111 MAF - .
;gﬁcoﬂumacv e - - —
Y OpSECRET SECTION ONE OF TWO / EVEC ONLY / FOR MGEN
N4 CUNCEND FROM LTGEN NICKEREQH
Ae COMUSMACY 3012312
n, MACI=3-322 LTR OF 25AlG6%, SI'™) RENUCTIAN NF FORCES
1. wr?gww TC REF A THE FOLLOWING Prm.wmnnv INFORMATION 1S
eUsHITIED, .
A. PERSONNEL REDEPLOYMENT CRITERIA
(1) NOV RTD'S WILL REDEPLOY AS INPNIVINUALS IN OCT AND SF
GCHARGED AZAINST THE REDEPLOYMENT TOTAL. THIS WILL REDUCE THE
"ROTATION TOUR LENGTH TO 12 MONTHS.
(2) OCTORER RTN'S FROM ALL PMAST 2 UNITS WILL ROTATE AS
INPIVIDUAL S, ,
B, DESIGNATION OF UNITS TO nE
(1> INACTIVATED IN VIETHAN - NONE
(2) REDEPLOYED AS UNITS TO SPECIFIED Locanone:

HQ 3N MARDIV OK T8AWA

RLT 4 oV IRAWA '
15T MAW (REAR) Q¥ INAWA/JAPAN
VHA (AW) 533 JAPAN

(3) REDEPLOYED WITHOUT PERSONMELS:
RLT=3 (792 CHSTONIAL PERSQggzL ONLY WILL REDTEPLOY)
le
c. EQUIPMENT DISPOSITION. EQAUIPMENT WILL 9F RETROGRADED WITH
REDE:LUYi“u UNITS,.

De PCGRTS F DEPARXATION: ANY COMRINATION OF xHAKUH!, QY INAWA,
(*m cONUR.
“~’ E, IN=COUNTRY APOE/SPOE FOR REDEPLOYING UNITS.
. (1) SpOE INCLUDE DARANG, C"A VIET, TAN MY AND CHU LAI.

(2) APOE INCLUDE DONG HA/QUANG TR1, DANANG ANP CHU LAI,

. Fo THE NUMRER oF PERSONNFL OF COMPONENT COMMANDS T0 BE -

R!!JEPLOYED AT INDIVIDUALS
(1) 7,58 PERSONNEL VILL “E REDEPLOYED AS INDIVIDUALS, PUT
CHARGEASLE AGAINST THE UNIT REDFPLOYMENT TOTAL. _ 2pr3)

Béﬁ/'
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G. TIME PHASING OF MOVEMENT OF UNITS OR INDIVINUALSS THE
, FOLLOWING EMRARKATION UNITS ARE ANTICIPATEN MOWEVER THI® I¢ s
- CUSJECT TO MONIFICATIONS PENDING DECISION o4 PACOM POSTURE, ‘
AVAILARILITY OF TRANSPORTATION ASSETS AT TIME OF REDEPL OYMENT,
ARD INCORZCRATION OF TRANSPORTATION REOQUIRNEMENT S/MOVEMEMT
SCHEDULE IN THE CINCPAC MOVEMENT FPLANS

un 1T TIME . MODE
C1) EMPARK UNIT | D=DAY PERSONEEL 2Y AIR,
ECYIPMENT nY CURFACE
(2) EMPARK UNIT I1 D PLUS 7  °  PERENNNEL RY AIR,
EAUIPMENT BY SURFACE
¢3) EMPARK UNIT IIT D PLUS 14 PERSONNEL RY AIR,
A | EQUIPMENT PY SURFACE
(4) EMPARX UNIT 1V D PLUS 32 MAJORITY Ny CSURFACE
- (5) EMPARK UNIT V N PLUS 42 MAJORITY BY SURFACE
- () EMPARK URIT VI N PLUS 53 MAJORITY BY SURFACE

: He PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT TO PE MOVER WITHIN RUN BY COMMON
. CERVICE TRANSPORTATION (NON=0ORGANIC)S COMMON USER AIR WILL Q8E |
TTILIZEN FOR IN-cOUNTRY AND OUT OF COYUNTRY AIRLIFT, METS i
~AIRFACE LIFT MAY BE USED NEPENDING ON COURSE OF ACTICKN S€ELECTED,
: Gp'_‘,\ o F . . . . 3 5
 8~0 ROTEs PRECENENCE FOR TRARMIGSION ONLY

DELIVER AT THE REGINNING OF WORKING HOURS,

S50

| :3(7/§/))

o ‘ : i A R @ it o 8 b R 15 i Wi, PG e S A S s PN

30/44
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— ) =
v \.

X

© 1198567
FM cGg I1I MAF : |
10 ¢ FIRSL MARDW  ° : ‘
cG THIRN MARDIV
cG FIRST MAY o
ZEN/CG FORLOG CoMD
ZEM
{1 0P S h ¢ R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MAJGEN SIMPSON, MAJGEN
JONES, MAJGEN IHRASH AND RGEN FEELEY FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
PHASE 2 REDEPLOYMENT
l. THE MOSI RECENT ALTERMATIVE FOR THE REDEPLOYMENMT OF FORCES
‘DURING PHASE 2 PROFOSED BY CG FMFPAC WOULD ESTABLISH 2 RLT'S
AND DIV HQ IN CKINAWA AND 1| RLT IN CONUS. FIRST MAW UNITS WILL
REDEPLOY TO OK INAWA AND JAPAN AS PREVIOUSLY PLANNED.

2., (HIS ALiERNATIVE AL SO ENVISIONS.REDUCING WESTPAC TOUR
LENG HS T0 12 MONIHS BY ROTATING NOV RTDJS DURING OCT. THE
FOLLOWING MEHOD OF ACCOMPLISHING THIS REDEPLOYMENT HAS BEEN
ESTABL ISHED: /

A. RLT-3 WILL REDEPLOY INITIALLY IN A CADRE STATUS. 788 KEY
PERSCYWFL WILL ACCOMPANY RECORDS, EQUIPMENT AND FLAGS TO CONUS.
. B. iHE REMAINDER OF THE TROOP REDEPLOYMENT TO CONUS WILL BE

MADE UP OF R-D'S (IiII MAF AND OTHER WEST PAC UNITS) ROTATING

DURLWG OCT AS INDIVIDUALS, APPROX 7,992 PERSONNEL.
C. FOLLOWING THE DEPARTURE OF RLT-3, DIV HQ, RLT-4 AND DET
FLC WILL REDNEPLOY TO OKINAWA AT STRENGTHS TO BE ESTABLISHED
. BY cG FMFPAC.
D. FIRST MAW UNITS WILL REDEPLOY TO OKINAWA AND JAPAN AT
SvRENGTHS 10 BE DETERMINED BY CG FMFPAC,
E. PERSONNEL REMAINING FROM RLT-3 WILL BE RE”ISTRIBUTED

WITHIN III MAF AS REPLACEMENTS FOR MOV RID'¢ IN REMAINIYG UNITS.

3. FOR PLANNING PURPOSES IT 1S REQUESTED THAT YOU TAKE THE

FOLLOWING ACTIONS.

' A. :HIRD MARDIV

* (1) IDENTIFY 709 KEY PERSONNEL TO ACCOMPANY BLT-3
TO cONUS. SELECTION WILL BE BASED ON'THE REQUIREMENT .TO

PROVIDE PROPER SECURITY OF RECORDS AND EQUIPMENT. 8

SELECTEES WILL HAVE OVER SEVEN MON{ HS IN WESTPAC EXCEPT

I¥ UNUSUAL cIRCUMSTANCES WHEN SPECIALISTS ARE MANDATORY.

! (2) BE PREPARED TO TRANSFER THOSE RLT-3 PERSONMNEL

: WITH RIiD'S REYOWD NOV WHO ARE NOT DESIGNATED AS KEY

] PERGONNEL TO OTHER III MAF UNITS AS DIRECTED.

1 (3) PREPARE 10 REASSIGN PERSONNEL FROM RLT-3

l TO RLI=4 10 MEET REDEPLOYMENT STRENGTHS WHEN DETERMINED.

' B. FIRST MARDIV

§ (1) PREPARE FOR THE LOSS OF NOV RID'S DURING OCT.

f (2) PREPARE T0 RECEIVE PERSONNEL REASSIGNED FROM THIRD

MARDIV o A

C. FIRST MAY. PREPARE FOR THE LOSS OF MOV RTD'S DURING OCT.

N D. FLC
z (1) PREPARF TO REDEPLOY 402 PERSONNFL AS FOLLOWS: . ‘
.¢A) THOSE REQUIRED 3Y PROV SERVBN TO SUPPORT THIRD © |

oy

| MARDIV (-) Os CKINAWA. B
= () REMAIVDER TO CONUS. 3/1).
(2) PREPARE FOR THE LOSS OF NOV RTD'S DURING OCT. L

.. A

e g, - - . v - T TP
s <
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P @514852 IR
FM cG 111 MAF
TO CG FMFPAC,
ZEM 2 ‘
SEc RET / FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON / EYES ONLY
l. THE FOL MSGS ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

Y

» K.:‘

EUOTE:

P 8383512
FM cGg III MAF
TO cOMUSMACV
INFO COMSEVENTHFLEET
ZEM | :
SEc RET FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO VADM BRINGLE
FI1 LTGEN NICKERSON | |
SUBJECT: CRUILSER NGFS AVAILABILITY
1. THE DEPARTURE OF THE USS ST. PAUL (CA73) FROM THE GUN LINE ON 1€
SEP ENROUTE TO HER HOMEPORT OF $AN DIEGO WILL LEAVE ONLY ONE CRUISER
ASSIGHED TO THE SEVENTHFLEET. THIS MEANS THERE WILL RE EXTENDED PERIODS
WHEN NO cRUISERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR NGFS IN THE DMZ AREA, THIS, COUPLED
WITH THE CONTINUED DRAWDOWN OF NGFS AND THE PLANS NOT TO RETURN THE USS
NEW JERSEY, CAUSES CONCERN. | , '
9. THE MANY ADVANTAGES OF NGF, PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF THE DMZ,
NEED NOT BE RESTATED. IMPENDING FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS FROM NICTZ MAKE
' THE REQUIREMENT FOR THE MOBILE FIREPOWER OF HEAVY NGF SHIPS MORE
cRITICAL THAN EVER. THE FACT THAT NGFS CAN BE PROVIDED WITHOUT ANY
INGREASE IN IN-COUNTRY SPACES AND WITHOUT ANY REQUIREMENT FOR IN-
'COUNIRY PASES MAKES IT PARTICULARLY ADVANTAGEOUS AT THIS TIME.
'3. THE ASSIGNMENT OF A NGF CRUISER TO ICTZ OM A CONTINUOUS
'BASIS IS CONSIDERED A NECESSITY.
4. 1 RECOMMEND REITERATION OF OUR DESIRES FOR, FIRST, THE NEW JERSEY
AMD, SECONDLY, A CRUISER ON A CONTINUCUS PASIS. /é,(/}

o

/1)
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~5'@5zszez
"FM GEN ARRAMS CcOMUSMACV SAIGON VIETHAM

To LTGEN NICKERSON CG III MAF DA NANG VIETHAM
INFO yvADM RINGLE, COMSEVENTHFLT
ZEN
SEc RETMAC 11585 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: CRUISER NGFS AVAILABILITY (D
REFs A. CcG, III MAF DTG 238351Z SEP &9 (S)
E. CINCPAC DTG 232356Z AUG 69 (S) (NOTAL)

.1+ (U) APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERN OVER REDUCTION OF HEAVY NGF SHIPS. -
, 2« (S5) clicraC, BY REF B, HAS PROVIDED JCS WITH HIS ESTIMATE OF
~THE IMpPACT OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET REDUCTIONS ON CURRENT OPERA-
TIONS. CONCERNING NGFS HE STATED, QUOTE. INACTIVATION OF THREE

HEAVY SHIpPS (INCLUDING THE USS BOSTON FROM LANTCOM) AND 17
GENERAL PURPOSE DESTROYER (DD) WILL IMPACT HEAVILY ON THE ABILITY

'OF PACFLT TO PROVIDE EVEN MINIMUM LEVELS OF NGFS. HEAVY NGFS (CA)

SHIPS IN WESTPAC WILL BE REDUCED TO ONE IN LATE SEPTEMBER WHEN USS

"SAINT pAUL RETURNS TO CGVUS FOR OVERHAUL WITHOUT RELIEF, SUBSE-

"QUENT TC USS 20STON OUTCHOP IN DECEMBER, NO HEAVY NGFS SHIPS WILL
"BE PRESENT IN WESTPAC UNTIL 4TH QUARTER FY 72 WHEN USS SAINT PAUL

IS SCHEDULED TO DEPLOY. BARRING INCREASED PEPLOYMENTS FROM CINC-
"LADP'T AQeITS, LOSS OF 17 DD IS EXPECTEZD TO RESULT IN A MAJOR REDUC-
CTION IN THE NUMBER OF DD AVAILABLE FOR MGFS. THZT LOSS OF THESE

eHIPg, COUPLED WITH THE CONTINUING REQUIRZIMENT TO MAINTAIN NEARLY
FULLTIME NAVAL PRESENCE IN NEASIA (TF 71 ARND TU 71.0.4), WILL
REDUCE THE AVAILARILITY OF NGFS DD'S SUBSTANTIALLY 2Y EARLY 1979.
UNQUOTE. IN SUMMARY HE CONCLUDED THAT THE CURTAILMENT O SEACIA
Ope WOULD RE MOST SERIOQUS IN THE AREAS OF NGFS, AMPHIBIOUS LIFT,
EASIA AIR OPS AND ASW.

3. (U) CONCIDERING THAT .CINCPAC HAS ALREADY COMMENTED ON THE

NGFS REDUCTION, I DO NOT INTEND TO PRESS THIS MATTER ANY HIGHER.

o M

/6 /2)

DECLASSIFIED




SECRET

3

l’“\

L

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

£
-

%
4

Il MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

. TILMAF FORM 5216 (REV 3-68)

S -S|

OPERATION CODE

X— ORIGINATOR
A—~ ACTION / COGNIZANCE .
C-COMMENT / RECOMMENDATTON
| = INFORMATION

GNATURE

GGl!Iuﬂf

DATE
O6SEPER

SER!AL#

0 0610302 SKRP &9

7/ CONTROL DATE

COPY # l”SOF 10 COPIES RECO

ROUTE

SECTION

CODE

CG

CATE

uT

S uNTIAL

SUBJECT
DMAGE PROM KNEMY ROCKET ATTACK (U

W

REMARKS @

4

DCG

7

DCG AIR -

Cc/S

DC/S

/7

.J%(

DC/S PLAN

N MMM

/kgﬁ‘;-

{S DOCUMENT IS UNDER CONTROL AND
MUST BE RETURNED TO FORCE S&C WITHIN
7 DAYS. PLEASE INDICATE ACTION/DiSPOS-
ITION ON THIS ROUTE SHEET.

LI‘\

CORDS

MB/ TRANS

ENGR

H&s CO

INSP

MTO

OP ANAL

OROD

PSY OPS

SUPPLY

LEGAL

PMO

‘S&C

/7~ SECRET

—ts

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

3

0 B61m3p7 ZVH
FM gg I11 ga"

TO ¢ MUSHACY” : >
COMNAVF ORV : . - SECREF
INFO CG FHFPAC

ZEN/COMNAVSUPPACT DNG

ZEN /COM THIRD NCB DNG

ZEM |

SECRET

FOR GEN ABRAMS AND vaDM ZUMWALT INFO LTGEN BUSE,
RADM RONMER AND RADM DILLOY FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

- DAMAGE FROM ENEMY ROCKET ATTACK (1)

. (C) “HE FOLLOWING DAMAGE ESTIMATE IS PREL IMINARY

AND WILL BE REFINED AS ESTIMATES ARE CONFIRMED AND

AS EXAMINATIONS OF SPECIFIC DAMAGES ARE COMPLETED.

2, () I11 MAF cOMPOUND: AT APPROX 9288 INITIAL l22MM
ROCKET ATTACK RESULTED IN MINOR DAMAGE. AT APPROX £387

A 12201 ROCKET IMPACTED AT APPROX AT @47786 IN THE ARUN
AMMO STORAGE POINT ADJACENT TO THE NSA COVERED STORAGE.
THE AMMO IN THE EERM EXPLODED IN A SINGLE LARGE

SEC ONDARY WHICH LEFT A CRATER OF 10g TO 128 FEET IN
DIAMETER. THERE WERE NO FURTHER EXPLOSIONS OF AMMO

11 ANY OF THE ADJACENT PERMS TO THE ONE IN WHICH THE

HIT OCCURED. THIS EXPLOSION AND RESULTANT OVER PRESSURE
WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR PLAST DAMAGE AT ITI MAF HO AND NSA
AND FOR A FIRE AT NSA. IN THE III MAF COMPOUND MODERATE TO
SEVERE DAMAGE ‘TO: (1) ENLISTED MESS (2) SNCO MESS (3) HORN
DASC (4) H&S cO SUPPLY (5) Cg QTRS (8) C/S QTRS (7) 0 MESS
(8 VIP @TRS (9 G-1, G-6, FOR SURGEON OFFICE. MINOR DAMAGE TO

ALL w00 'S, SICK BAY AND DISPURSING OFFICE. COC AND G=3

RECEIVED SOME STRUCTURAL DAMAGE. OVERALL ELECTRICAL

FIXTURE DAMAGE TO 75 PERCENT OF CAMP. ALL FACILITIES

EXCEPT THE VIP QTRS ARE USEABLE AND ARE MARGINALLY TO

FULLY OPERATIONAL AT THIS TIME WITH QUICK AND IN SOME

CASES TEMPORARY REPAIRS. ESTIMATE COST OF REPAIRS FOR ITI MAF

COMPOLUND $1¢0,008.20. .

3. (C) NSA COVERED STORAGE:

A. AFPROXIMATELY 88 - 188 BUTLER RUILDINGS (48 BY 160

FQUIVALENT UNITS) ARE DAMAGED WITH DAMAGE VARYING

FROM MINOR TO SEVERE. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 58 PERCENT

RTCEIVED MODERATE DAMAGE. ,

R. REEFERS: 5@ PERCENT OF THE CAPACITY IS DAMAGED F RO -
MODERATE TG SEVERE. : -
Ce THE AIR COVDITIOVED HOUSING FOR THE COMPUTER CENTIE

Te erymanL v HELECR

Do FIRL cAUSTD ~GiT LOOS OF ~USPLITH “CWEveh ToTIOATES //ﬁ7/%)
ASE.NOIMEJRMrEﬁUUuA TQ QUOTE. iy S

4z
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.
Ze (CY AT UCA ACTIC.® ARE 2ZIdG TAKEMN TC FORCE ICSUE
AETTIR STOCKS. SEALAND REEFER VANS HAVE BEEN PLACED IN
USE, AND A REEFER SHIP IS BEING PRIVIDED TO HOLD REEFER
STOCK UNTIL REPAIRS CAN BE MADE. IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE
COMPUTER STRUCTURE WILL BE REPLACED AND BE OPERATIONAL
43 HOURc FROYM NOW.
5. (C) THECE PRELIMINARY DAMAGE EST IMATES PRICE OUT

I¥ THE RANGE OF TwO MILLIOW, THIS Ig '

DEw IITELY OF DISASTER PROPORTIONS AND FAR
EXCEEDIMG OUR NORMALLY AVAILABLE MAINTEMANCE
FUNDING. EXTRAORDINARY MEASURES WILL HAVE TO BE
COHMSIDERED IN REPAIRING AND REPLACING THE DAMAGER
AND DESTROYZD FACILITIES, AND REALIZING THE CURRENT
TIGHT SITUATION ON MILCON FUNDS AM CONSIPERING THE
FOLLOWING RECOMMEWDATION S
A. ‘HAT PRESENTLY PLANMNER CRB REDUCTIONS IN ICTZ RE
HELD UP UNIIL DEC &9, : ‘
o, WE WILL EXAMINE OUR REQUIREMENTS TO REPLACE THE FULL
LQse AT MsSA WITH A VIEW TC A TAPERED, INCREMENTAL REBUILD
WITH A PUILT IN REACTICN PLAN TO RESPOND TO POSSIBLE
FUTURE REDUCED REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMON SUPPORT.
€. (C) WE WILL LOOK OVER THE ARVM AMMO SITUATION
CAREFULLY AGAIN, SEEKING WAYS TO REDUCE THE RISK
INHERENT IN THE RELATIVE POSITIONS OF THE TuO
FACILITIES. LTGEN LAM AND I AGREE THAT ARVM AMMO DUMP
MUST mE REMOVED. PROBLEM IS TO WHAT OTHER AREA.
7. A STATED IN PAR | ALL THESE ESTIMATES ARE PRELIMINARY
AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO MAJOR REVISIONS. PLEASE TREAT THEM
A% SUCH., I WILL FOLLOY WITH A SUPPLF”VNTARY REPORT
AT THE EARLIECT.
8. MY 2687357 DELINEATES THE AREAS WHICH WWRF ATTACKVn
Ry FIRE. AS I SEE IT, WE WERE HIT BY 42 ROCKETS, THE
M0gT OF WHICH WERE 122 CALIBER. INCLUDED IN THIS TOTAL
WAS AM ATTACK ON DANANG CITY WITH 5 UNK TYPE ROCKETS
KILLING 1] CIVILIANS AND WOUNDING 41 OTHERS. .

9. REGRET THE PROBLEM WE CAUSED YOU BY OUR REPORTING.
INPROVEMENT IS ASSURED. WARM REGARDS.

| GP=-4 o | 4 _ /7/2/
ce NOTE: "ELIVER IMMEDIATELY
720 ‘ - o -
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le FOL SUBMITTED IAW REF A.-
2. GEN ROSSON ARR PHU BAI B18S80H SEPES AND WAS MET BY
LTGEN ZAIS, cG XXIV CORPS AND MGEN BOWMAN, DCG, III MAF.
THEY DEPARTED PY HELO AND ARR 3D MARDIV HQ, DONG HA , WHERE
GEN ROSSON WAS MET RY MGEN JONES, CG 3D MARDIVS MGEW TRUONGS
C6 1T ARVUN DIV AND COL GIAI, CO 2D ARVN REGT, 3D MARDIV
"Yio BRIEFED ON THE ENEMY SITUATION AND CURRENT OPERATIONS IN

f:}"THE 3D NARDIV TAOR. COL GIAI FOLLOWED WITH A BRIEFING ON THE

" ENEMy SITUATION AND CURRENT OPERATIONS IN THE 2D ARVN REGT

- TAOR, GEN ROSSON ASKED WHAT WAS THE CURRENT ESTIMATE OF
ENEMY FORCES IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DMZ (MUTTERS RIDGE), AND
WAS INFORMED THAT AN ESTIMATED TWO ENEMY PATTALIONS WERE OPERATING
IN THE AREA, HE THEN INQUIRED ABOUT THE DISPOSITION OF THE
AcTH NVA REGT™ AND WAS TOLD THAT THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE TO
INDICAIE THEIR PRESENCE IN THE AREA, GEN ROSSON ASKED COL
GIAI IF THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE NVA INDEPENDENCE REPRESENTED
AN INGREASED THREAT PERIOD. COL GIAI STATED THAT THERE WOLLD
PROBARLY BE AND INCREASE OF ATTACKS BY FIRE IN THE TAOR. GEN
ROSSON ASKER IF THERE HAD BEEN ANY INCREASE IN ACTS OF TERRORISM
OF AMPUSHES IN THE GENERAL AREA. ANSWER WAS NEGATIVE. GEN
JONES THEN BRIEFED ON FUTURE OPERATIONS. GEN ZAIS CONGRATULATED
THE 3D NARINES ON THEIR MOBILITY AND QUICK REACTION
AROUND MUTTERS RIDGE.

+ 3., GEN ROSSON DEPARTED 3D MARDIV Ha 211058H AND ARR C-2

| AT @111@oH WHERE HE WAS MET BY THE BN CO°S OF 5/2, 1/61 ARVN,

i AND 1/5 ARVN INF, HE RECEIVED AN UPDATE BRIEFING ON CURRENT

| OPERATIONS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE AQ0'S, HE ASKED IF THE ARVN WERE

. USING THE APC*S, AND THE ANSWER WAS AFFIRMATIVE. HE THEM

. ASKED AROUT AIR MORILE OPS IN THE AREA AND WAS TOLD THAT ONLY

. ONE cOMPANY OPERATION HAD BEEN CONDUCTED. HE INQUIRED ABOUT

- RECON PATROLS IN THE DMZ AND GEN JONES EXPLAINED THE CURRENT

| REGOY EFF ORT, |

" 4. GEN ROSS® DEPARTED C-2 AT 011138H AND ARR CAMP ELLIOTT
COMBAT PASE AT @11135H WHERE HE WAS MET BY COL SIMLAK, CO |

| OF THE 3D MARINES. HE WAS GIVEN AN UPDATE RRIEFING ON CURRE™T ‘
OPERATIONS IN THE AO. GEN ROSSON ASKED COL GIAI IF HE HAD ANY |

TROOPS OPERATING IN THE 3D MARINES AREA, AND COL, GIAI REPLIED 1

| NEGATIVE., HE ASKED AROUT A PRISONER WHO WAS CAPTURED BY THE |
3D WARINES AND WHAT INTELLIGENCE ME HAD PRODUCED, COL SIMLAK |

' STATED THAT THE PRISONER HAD INDICATED AN INCREASED EFFORT ON ‘

THE pART OF THE ENEMY TO INTERDICT RT 9, |

| 5. GEN ROSSON DEPARTED CAMP ELLIOTT AT 011280H AND ARR BACK AT |

i 3D MARDIV He AT g11219H. FOLLOWING LUNCH IN THE CG*'S MESS, HE
DEPARTED AT 911249H FOR PHU Al ARRIVING AT 811385H. HE

 DEPARTED IMNEDIATELY FOR TSK. S RA G o)

L)
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SEC R E T EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
TEMADDO; CASE OF LTCOL A. M. GRAY JR 956067/0802/0382 USMC
A. €6 MCDEC 2113907 JULES , :
B. CMC 222287Z JUL6S

C. MY 2604367 AUGES

D. MY 9684382 AUGES

E. ¢G McDEC TEMADDO 46/2/CFC:THD OF 16JUL6S

1. REFS A AND B OUTLINE PROBLEM AREAS AND ACTIONS TAKEN AT
THE cMCc, Cg MCDEC AND DCPG LEVEL REGARDING OUR CRITICAL
INTELLIGENCE, SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE REQUIREMENTS
IN IcTZ. PAR TEN REF A ADVISED THAT LTCOL GRAY WOULD
ACCOMPANY A DCPG TEAM DURINg LATE JULY VISIT AND THAT, AT
CONCLUSION OF VISIT, WOULD REMAIN FOR PERIOD APPROXIMATELY
ONE MONTH IN CONJUNCTION WITH UPDATING COMBAT SURVEILLANCE
DOCTRINE,

2. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF TWO SUBSEQUENT VISITS TO MACV FOR
FURTHER DISCUSS10NS ON SURVEILLANCE PROBLEMS, LTCOL GRAY'S
CONTRIBUTION TO THE MACV QMR FOR ADP SUPPORT AND THE
INTERRELATED TACTICAL SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM WAS CULMINATED BY
My APPROVAL OF REFS C AND D-ON 6 AUGUST. ACCORDINGLY, LTCOL
GRAY UNDERTOCK A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF OUR INTELLIGENCE,
SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE OPERATIONS PURSUANT TO
COLLECTING DATA FOR DOCTRINAL UPDATE.

3. AS YOU WILL RECALL FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS DURING YOUR LAST
VISIT, I MENTIONED THE LNVALUABLE ASSET OF HAVING A MCDEC
OFFICER ABOARD DURING THIS CRITICAL PERIOD AND THAT I HAD
REQUESTED LTCOL GRAY TO ASSIST THE G=2 IN THE FORMULATION OF

A DYNAMIC AND INTEGRATED INTELL1GENCE, SURVEILLANCE AND

RECONNAISSANCE PLAN THAT WE COULD IMPLEMENT ASAP, 1 CONSIDER

THIS TO BE A MATTER (F 'EXTREME URGENCY IN VIEW OF CURRENT = 7,‘/)
AND FORECASTED PLANNING REGARDING FORCE STIRUCTURE AND POSTURE,

Q{
EEENEU

A7(1) )
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4. DURING THE PAST FOUR WEEKS, LTCOL GRAY, WORKIKNG IN CLOSE_
CONCERT WITH THE G-2, HAS DEVELOPED AN: INTEGRATED, ALL SOURCE
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE CONCEPT WHICH I PLAN TO
INPLEMENT IN THE NEAR FUTURE., ADDITIONALLY, HE HAS WORKED
WITH OCUR PEOPLE TO:

A. DEVELOP A QUICK-FIX FORMATTED FILE SYSTEM TO PUT
CRITICAL INTELLIGENCE DATA IN THE FLC COMPUTER SYSTEM,.

Be PROWIDE KEY SUGGESTIONS WHICH, UPON IMPLEMENTATION,
HAVE ALREADY UPGRADED OUR SI/URS PROGRAM.
- gT MATERIALLY ASSIST THE INTEGRATED SENSOR/SURVEILLANCE
FFORT. :
5. A PROBLEM HAS ARISEN WHEREIN LTCOL GRAY'S TAD ORDERS
"(REF E), WHICH READ EFFECTIVE 21 JULY 1969 FOR PERIOD OF
THIRTY pDAYS, HAVE NOW EXPIRED. IN THIS REGARD, AN INTERIM
AND UNCLASSIFIED PROGRESS REPORT WAS SUBMITTED TO THE
DEVELOPMENT CENTER VIA LETTER ON 1§ AUGUST. THIS LETTER

R AT B

SEpPTEMBER) FINISH THE JOB. UNFORTUNATELY, THIS REPORT g (
APPARENTLY HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED. HENCE A RETROACTIVE ‘

EXTENSION IS REQUIRED. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST LTCOL GRAY'S

ORDERS BE MODIFIED TO READ FOR PERIOD APPROX SIXTY DAYS IN

ORDER TO COMPLETE FINALIZATION OF OUR TOTAL PLAN. REQUEST 4

YOU cOVER ME SO THAT LTCOL GRAY REMAINS HERE UNTIL 16 ’ t
- SEPTEMBER TO .COMPLETE AFOREMENT IONED ACTIONS. PLAN WOULD BE

FOR HIM TO RETURN TO QUANTICO BY 21 SEPTEMBER WITH PROVISIONS

FOR ONE TO TWO DAY STOPG/ER AT YOUR HQS FOR DEBRIEF.

WARM REGARDS. LTGEN NICKERSON

GP-4 - . ‘
SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANS-
MISSION ONLY DELIVER :
: DURING WORKING HOURS = ?(2/
A&

<7 (2)
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SECRET /EYES ONLY/FOR GEN ABRAHS INFO LTGEN ZAIS
FROM LTGER NICKERSON

- SYBJt OPERATIONS IN ASHAU VALLEY(S)

1o THE APPROACH OF THE NORTHEAST MONSOON AND THE MILITARY AND

. POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF OPERATING IN THE ASHAU VALLEY DICTATE

THAT WE TAKE A HARD LOOK AT PLANS FOR FUTURE OPERATIONS IN THE
/SHAU. THE FOLLOVING IS A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE SIGNIFLICANT AND
HVERSE FACTORS WHICH AFFECT DECISION IN REGARD TO ASHAU,
A, MEAVIEST RAINFALL OCCURS 1IN ICYZ DURING THE PERIOD SEPTEMBER-
NOVEMBER. NOWEVER, FLYING CONDITIONS ARE POOREST DURING THE PERLOD
[ECEMBER-FEBRUARY DUE TO THE CRACKIN WHICN BRINGS WIDESPREAD
CLOUDINESS, POOR VISIBILITY AND DRIZZLE; CEILINGS ARE USUALLY
INDER 589 FEET. WITH PRUDENT USE OF NAVIGATIONAL AIDS, FSB RENDEZVOUS
CAN BE MAINTAINED INTO NOVENBER, FSPECIALLY AFTER NOVEMBER, AIR
FESUPPLY AND SUPPORT WOULD BE CONSIDERABLY HAMPERED BY WEATHER
CONDITIONS, PRECLUDING IMMEDIATE REACTION AND REINFORCEMENT
WEN AND IF REQUIRED, |
B, REDEPLOYMENTS ALREADY COMPLETED AND FURTHER IMPENDING REDEPLOY=
VENTS DICTATE STRINGENT ECONOMY OF FORCE MEASURES, USE OF RECON |
D SURVEILLAYCE SCREENS IN THE VESTERN AREAS, WITH OFFENSIVE OPER-
ATONS LAUNCHED ONLY WHEN MAJOR ENEWY UNITS ARE FIRILY LOCATED, CON- |
STITUTE ONE SUCH MEASURE, :
C. ACCELERATED PACIFICATION CAMPALGN REQUIRES WAXIMUM SUPPORT. THE
ENDAY IS CONCENTRATING ON DISRUPTION OF THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM}
REQUIRENENT FOR FRIENDLY FORCES TO THVART ENENY EFFORTS IN THIS
REGARD 1S MORE CRITICAL THAN EVER,
Dy 181ST ABM (AM) (PNS IN THE ASHAU HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN DENY-~
ING VALLEY TO TME ENEMY AS A NORTH-SOUTH LOC,. THE ENEMY HAS REACTED
B USING AN ALTERNATE ROUTE IN LAGS BY-PASSING THE ASNAU, ENEMY
WOULD PROBAELY AGAIN USE THE ASHAU aS AN INFILTRATLON AND LOGISTICS
LOC IF IT VERE EVACUATED BY FRIENDLY FORCES. HOVEVER, IN VIEW OF
THE CHANGE IN ENEWY STRATEGY AND TACTICS, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ASHAU
dLL ASSUNE THE SANE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE TO HIM THAT IT HAS IN THE
PAST.
E. CONSIDERABLE EFFORT NAS BEEN EXPENDED O8 THE DEVELOPMENT OF
FSB'S RENDEZVOUS ASD BLAZE AND RTE 547, OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE
DURING TYPKOON DORIS CONFLRMS THAT, ALTHQUGH THE ROUTE FROM CAMP
AGL 70 FSB BLAZE COULD DE KEPT OPEN WITH MINOR INTERRUPTIONS,
REEE FRo% LAIE 10 KISIEIVEUS COULD HOT M KEPT GPLE. 00
AN8I8 NITROUY Mnumnm
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Yo Fﬁtnm:t _oF FRIEWDLY FORCES [N THE ASWAU, EVEW THOUGH LIRITED, |
WOULD EASE PROM.INS OF REINFORCENENT IN TNE EVENT THE ENINY D€~
CIDED TO MAKE A MAJOR EFFORT IN THE VALLEY. THE COST OF MOVING |
BCK INTO THE VALLEY, ONCE IT NAS BEEN EVACUATED, MIGHT BE CON- |
SIDERABLY SREATER. : -

& IF THE ENEMY DECIDED TO MOVE AGAINST RENDEZVOUS IN STRENGTH,
muour A DQUBT WE COULD HOLD IT, ALTHOUGH AT A COST, DURING ,
’mv:asi: wsmxn, GREATER THAN MIGHT NORMALLY BE THE CASE. WEVER- l
| ME LESS, VE MIGHT EE SUB.ECT TO QUESTIONING, A LA KHE SANK,
ICCRCEMIHG THE STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE OF RENDEZVOUS.
|H, SEMI-FIXED INSTALLATIONS, ESPECIALLY IN THE FAR VESTERN REACHES,
FEPRESENT A TEMPTING TARGET TO THE ENEMY, HE COULD BRING PROLONGED
PRESSURE TO BEAR AGAINST RENDEZVOUS IN AN EFFORT TO FORCE US TO
'PULL FRIENDLY FORCES AVAY FROM PACIFICATION SUPPORT.
' 1o WE RAVE PAID A PRICE FOR THE ASHAUg3 IT NOW BELONGS TO US., IF
|WE WOW DECIDE TO EVACUATE THE VALLEY, REGARDLESS OF ANY TACTICAL
CONSIDERATIONS, WE COULD BE SUBJECTED TO QUESTIONING CONCERNING
PE VISDOS OF THE PRICE WE HAVE PAID.
2. THE FOLLOWING ARE FORCES DEPLOYED IN TME ASHAU AREA?
A FSB RENDEZVOUS AND VALLEY: IBDE CPs 1 US INF BN CREINF)g | ARVN
INF BNg | US CAV SQDN CONSISTING OF HQS, 2 CAV TROOPS, AND | TANK
PLATOON; | ARVN CAV TRP§ 5 US ARTY BTRYSs | ARVN ARTY BTRY.
B, FSB BLAZE AND ALONG RTE 547 TO WEST OF BLAZEs 1 US INF BN3 1
TANK COs 4 ARTY BTRYS. |
C. PRIOR TO 15 SEP, THE MECHANIZED FORCES WILL BE WITHDRAWN FROM
JEHAU LEAVING: 1 BDE HQS; 2 US INF BNSy | ARVN INF BNy 3 US ARTY |
| BTRYSy AND | ARVN ARTY BTRY., REMAINING FORCE WILL BE SUPPORTED |
'BY GROUND AND AIR LOC 'S,

% MEL ZAIS AND 1 HAVE CONSULTED IN THIS REGARD, AND WE AGREE,
FTER CONSIDERATION OF ALL FACTORS. THAT A PERMANENT PRESEWCE'IN
MHAU DURING THME MONSOON 1S NEITHER REQUIMED NOR IN OUR EEST LONG
RAN GE INTEREST,
4 FSB RENDZVOUS WILL BE DISESTABLISHED AND FORCES WITHDRAWN FROM
THE ASHAU NO LATER THAN 31 OCTOBER, OPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED
IN ASNAU DEPENDENT UPON INTELLIGENCE, VEATHER CONDITIONS AND \

ZAILABILITY OF FORCES. FSB BLAZE UILL BE NAINTAINED AS A RECON
BASE AND TO PERMIT INTERDICTION OF THE ASHAU BY ARTY FIRE,

Q. §OTEs DELIVER INMEDIATELY 32(2)
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LTGEN NICKERSOW -
SUPPLEMENTARY DAMAGE REPORT (U) ' o
Ao MY BSIHBINZ SEP &9 S - g
lo ¢S THE DAMAGE CAUSED~NSYTHE EXPLOSION OF SEPT . -
RYDZFINED AND OUR PRICE ESTIMATES =,

SIXTH HAS BEEN FURTHERYDEZ
REFINED SOMEWHAT. THE -COST ESTIMATE F Tuo MILLION

I8 REF & STILL APPEARS VALID AND WE- SMOULD s

NOT EXCEED THAT FIGURE, P

20 €S) UPDATE TO DAMAGES
Ao II1 MAF HQIRS. THE ENLISTED MESS IS KN DQNGER oF
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PAGE 2 RHMMAFA 1229 S'E CR E T/FDR _
COLLAPSE AND MAY BE A TOTAL L0OSS. OTHERWISE . THE

ESTIMATE OF $106,808 REMAINS VALID AND REPAIRS. ARE-
18 PROGRESS. ,

B, AT WSA WE HAVE TO REVISE THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF

DAMAGE SOMEWHAT., ALMOST 186 PERCENT OF THE WAREHOUSE

BUILDINGS SUFFERED SOME DAMAGE, ABOUT 58 PERCENT -

MINOR AND AWOTHER 50 PERCENT MODERATE T0 SEVERE. ‘

THE REEFER LOSS CAME TO 45 PERCENT OF PRE-ATTACK:

CAPAGITY OR ABOUT 236 THOUSAND CUBIC FEET LOST. SOME

COMPOBENTS OF THEZ DAMAGED REEFERS UILL BE SALVAGEABLE

BUT WE CANMOT QUOTE AT TNIS TIME, S

3, ¢§Y PLANS FOR RECOVERY ARE. COMPLETE' AND WE. GQMMENCE;,; el e e
16 SEPT, WE MAVE CHOSEN AN ALTERWATIVE: THAT GIVES- US' 0" “ v+ . -0
ALMOST ALL THE SPACE BACK, HWOJEVER UE- HAVE CUT CORNERS

BY REPLACING STAMDARD BUTLER SIDING WITH CORRUGATED

SHEET IROM VHICH WE HAVE OM MaMD IN-LONG SUPPLY,

REDUCING THE SIZE OF SOME BUILDINGS BY MNOT REPLACING

DAMAGED EMD WALLS, AND OTHER SHORTCUTS, ALL OF WHIGCH

WILL BETURM US SOUND STRUECTURES, BUT WITHOUT WASIED

EFFORT OR ESTHETIC APPEARANCE. IN RECOVERY OF QABEHOUSES

5:::!
~tT1
"w-._
{73
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JE CONSIDERED FOUR ALTERNATIVES RANGING in cosr FROM

$353,060 T0 $477,606. TRE LOWEST -COST BEING: TO-REPAIR -

ROOFS ‘AND DRAINS OMLY,: THE HIGHEST BEING COMPLETE RETURN

T0 PRE-EXPLOSION STATUS, WE MAVE CHOSEM TO REPAIR ROOFS

AND DRAINS. AND PROVIDE .FOR WEATHER AMND. SECURITY- PR@TECTI@N s
0n. SIDES: OF ALL WAREMOUSES AT AN ESTIMATED COST:OF - AR
$427,086. WE ESTINATE THE COST FOR-REEFERS. AT $1,008, w@@

AND MUST RESERVE $258, @88 TO COVER INSTALLATION.COSIS . . -
FOR REEFERS. WE HAVE 40,0686 CUBIC. FEET: OF REEFERS om Hamop N
‘ALL OTHERS WILL .HAVE TO COME FROM. COMUS: . - L
7 8o "(SY WE ARE PLANNING:TO USE SEABEES:FOR AT LE&ST -

/5% PERCENT OF THIS WORK, ‘WE HAVE CONSIDERED CAREFULLY .

“AMD BY RETAINING HCB -5 ZN .COUNTRY FOR THREE WEEKS TO

COMPLETE THE (STMEDBN PROJECT WE WILL GAXY THWOSTHIRDS -

“OF THE WA DAYS REGUIRED: BY RETAINING' A DELAY PARTY -

FROM MEB-1) WE CAD ACQUIRE THE REMAERNDER.. THIS. NILL .

) ENABLE THE MAIN BODY OF MCB<)l T0 REDEPLOY AS:

SCHEDULED. 08 )5 OCTOBER, AND ALL FACTDRS CONSEDERED

. WILL RESULT IN THE MINIMUM DISRUPTEION TO THE. DEPLQYNENT
~S@HEDULE° FHES WELL NOT RESULT In EXTENQED zm CQUNTRY

,P&GE g RHWM&F& 3229 S E C R E T/FDR e

TIME FOR MCB=]1-PERSONNEL . BEYQND NORMAL DEPLOYMENTO

“THE FOREGOING. ACTIONS. RELATXUE 10 SEABEE UNITS. EN&BLES

. MEETING PHASE 11 GOALS: O SCHEDULE.: HOWEVER THE - .

'CEPABILITY AMD FLEXIBILITY TO MEET THE URGENT: CGNS?RMCTKON..‘_

.ABEM&WDS OF DISASTER WILL. HAVE BEEN BREATLY REDUCEDs . S

"CONGEIVABLY-A :SITURTION CAN ABRUPTLY -ARJSE. THAT WOULD =~ -
‘MECESSITATE THE. TEMPORARY -IN COUNTRY. DEPL@YMEN@ OF e

_§NE PACIFIC ALERT SEABEE BATTALLOW, . -
5. ¢S) THE PRESEDCE OF THE -ARVH AMAO DUNP STILL LooMS

".BS A SIGNIFICANT .PROBLEW-AREA: I AN .CONTINUING TO: .
PURSUE REM@UAL WITH LTGEN LAMQ UARM REG&RDSO .
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e~ RFE T / Tvea ONLY / FOR GEN APRAME FROY LTGREY NICWEFREOY
rrAe ®IRR I“c!PFuT” 1312018 TO {18122Y “FP &9
Ae CTMUCYMACY 2223317 QEP 69
%e CG Y111 MAF 14073827 SFEFP 69
1e 1" RrepineE {0 Q’F A, FIVE INCIDENT® 7F cISNIFICAKCE OCCURRED
I° IeT? YETWEEM (21231H AND THr EMR MF THE VO "ILATERAL CFASEFIRT
A" 117218eH THIZ MORNINGe
A, SHTECEAUNENT T0 SUMICSINY nF REF 7, A REFPORT WAS RECFIVED
THAT AT 1ep55%H, CO E, 28D nN, 1°T MARINTS 1V ®1AMT PEFENCIVE
2CeITIC. S CEVES XILOMETERS TONUTH ~F MARPLT WNUNTALIN (PT O572445)
E"GAGST APPAINATELY £5 YVA MW I¥G ~ONTH, THF FHNEMY PROKE
cOUTACT ARD FLED S7°TH. A SWEFRP OF TH™ ARTA AT FIRST LIGHT
CAPTHRF“ THREE CHCPECTED MVA. ,
o, 181382KH, 1 CO, 3RD PY, 3nn mARINTe Fore W ILOMETERT
WEaT sr MUTTTRT RINGE (XD WSZR?l) AREERVEDN TURFE “yA 1IN RUNKERS
ALD RRorIVET SMALL ARMS FIRF.. AN AIR STRIK® MILLEDR APPROXIMATELY
CEYTY ERTYV. AUF MARINE WAS WMINNED,
Ce AT 121315H, A CTMMAND TITNRATER MINF PESTRAYED A FUEL
(ATETR TRAVELING WEST 0% HWY 53% (nT 122414), TWD MARINES u:wg
WOLINNED,
ne A7 [214334, A FATROL TROM m CO, 15T 8%, 2€TH MARI'Ea It
COERATION NEFIALT CTAND TNIAGED AN ESTIMATED ENEMY PLATOON VIC
(R 201518) WITH HNKHOWN RESULTS. FRIEEDLY CATUALTIFS WERE TYREE
KILLED ain TYREE SOUNDTDH,
“. A: 17215034, 471 ARVY ENSASTD AN USEF VIC (YD t£82722) (12
¥ILCAME FRe WEST TF FSRBR DAVIS) RILLING FIGYT “WA. . i
. IN ADPDITICN U0 THE ATMOUE THERY wWrRF |3 OTHER INCIDRNTS
OF 4WHIcY TISVT INVOLVED ONLY ARVY FARCTS, TWO ARV® YERF KILLED,
TN M.e. AND TUD ARVN WOUNDER ANN |7 TNEMY KILLED.
3. ¢7) WI'W THE IERMINATION OF Tur IILATTRALLY "TCIANATED CRASE i
£IRF sERIO™ AT J190M THIC MORNING, WFR ARY IV A& POSITINN TO MAKE
AT TEOTIMATE F HMOYW THT ENEMY (ern IT. 1 YAUR CONCLIMEDN THAT THR
TRUCF WAC EMPLOVES PRIMARILY TC RFCT THFRIR TRONPT AND CONDUCT
RE?UaPLY OPERATIONT IN PREPARATION FNRR THEIR MFXT RGN OF
ATTACK ", THERE UAVE ERR AK INCATASING BUMRrR OF I9nICATORS PURING
THT pAST 24 HOUR® WHICH CERVE TO CONFIRM MY CONVICTION TUAT o |
AENEWAL OF EVEMY INTIIATED ACTIVITY I 1““1"’“, ART 1 TBVUF TAXEY
THE STEPE YECESSARY TOC MEFT 1T,
f"‘?-.,q
o0
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SECRET EYES ONLY FOR GEN ROSSON FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
RECENT ACTIVITIES IN THE HIEP DUC AREA

le (S) REPORTS OF THE ATTACKS ON LZ SIBERIA DURING THE EARLY
MORNING HOURS OF THE 11TH AND YESTERDAY'S ACTIVITIES AROUND HEIP
DUC HAVE ALREADY BEEN TRANSMITIED TO YOUR COC, THESE REPORIS
CONTAIN ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION FROM THE FIELD. THE FOLLOWING
IS To PUT THESE REPORTS IN PERSPECTIVE, '

2. (5) LLOYD RAMSEY HAS SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME ON THE GROUND

AT LZ SIBERIA AND IN THE HIEP DUC AREA DURING THE PAST TwWO DAYS,
HIEP DUC IS RECEIVING PRIORITY ATIENTION BY BOIH US AND ARVN
COMMANDERS AND WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE FIRST CALL ON ANY AMERICAL
RESOURCES WHICH MAY BE REQUIRED IN 1TS DEFENSE, SO FAR, THERE HA
-BEEN NO NEED. THE DEFENSE OF LZ SIBERIA WAS WELL PLANNED AND
EXECUTED AND 3 OF THE 4 US KIA RESULTED FROM DIRECT RPG HITS ON
TWO0 BUNKERS. AS YOU KNOW, 32 NVA WERE KILLED. THE ENEMY HAS

NOT SEEN FIT TO RENEW THE ACTION. : ,

3, (S) IN THE HIEP DUC ENGAGEMENTS STARTING ON THE LITH AND
CONTINUING YESTERDAY, BOTH THE RF/PF AND THE ARVN UNITS HAVE
ACQUITED THEMSELVES SPLEND1DLY., COL THO THE PROVINCE CHIEF REACIED
QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY TO THE GROUND ATTACK BY EMPLOYING AIR SIRIKES
IN THE WESTERN PORTION OF THE CONTROLLED FIRE ZONE WHICH SURROUNDS
HIEP DUC. AT THE SAME TIME COL VINH, CO 5TH ARVN REGIMENT, COL
TACKABERRY CO 196TH BRIGADE, AND COL THO PLANNED A HELICOPIER

ASSAULT FOR THE FOLLOWING DAY BY THE 2D BN, 5TH ARVN REGIMENT

WHICH WAS THEN IN TAM KY. DURING THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING IWO
COMPANIES OF THE 4TH BN, 31ST INF WERE MOVED INTO BLOCKING

POSITIONS AND A TROOP OF CAVALRY WAS DEPLOYED INTO TAM KY FROM

CHU LAl. THE HELICOPTER ASSAULT BY 2/5 ARVN AT NOON YESTERDAY IKTO
HILL 188 WAS SMOOTHLY AND AGGRESSIVELY EXECUTED, THE LZ wWAS COLD
ALTHOUGH LATER IN THE AFTERNOON CONTACT WAS ESTABLISHED WITH AN USEF,.
A POW CAPTURED BY THE ARYN STATED THAT THERE WERE 158 ENEMY

(1 INF CO, 1 SAPPER CO, AND | ENGINEER CO) 'IN THE AREA AND THAT 50
ENEMY HAD BEEN KILLED. ESTIMATES OF ENEMY STRENGIH VARY, BUT THE

ARVN BELIEVE ELEMENTS OF 3 COMPANIES ARE STILL IN THE GENERAL AREA.

IN ANY EVENT, THE RF/PF REOCCUPIES A PORTION OF THE VILLAGE WHERE

A GROUP OF NVA ARE ALLEDGED TQ HAVE SPENT THE NIGHT OF 11/12 AND
CONTACT BECAME SPORADIC LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING. AS

OF 12208004 11 NVA HAD BEEN KILLED AND 2 CAPTURED. FRIENDLY LOSSES

WERE 1| ARVN KIA AND 3 WIA AND FOR THE US 1 MIA AND 2 WIA. J
4, (5) -OVERALL, THE RF/PF APPEAR TQ HAVE BEEN VERY AGGRESSIVE AND ]
- TO HAVE USED SOUND TACTICS, ARVN ACTIONS HAVE BEEN PROMPT AND f
EXECUTED EXCEEDINGLY WELL, IH SHORT THE PERFORMANCE OF VIETINAMESE ’

- FORCES HAS BEEN IMPRESSIVE, ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THE

| a4

ENEMY WILL STAND AND FIGHT OR ONCE AGAIN ATTEMPT TO SNEAK AWAY, I
CONCURE WITH LLOYD RAMSEY’S PROPOSAL TO LET DISTRICT, PROVINCE,
AND ARVN FORCES CONTINUE THEIR OPERATIONS WHILE WE STAND READY TQ
ASSIST IF CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGE SHARPLY. FOR US TO PREEMPT THEM WO# |
AFTER THEIR HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS OF THE PAST IWO DAYS )
COULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE TO OUR EFFORTS TOWARDS GREATER VIETw= |
NAMIZATION OF THE VAR, |

S

iz
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SYSTEMN cnss» AND RELATED .SENSOR -EQUIPHENT REQUIREMENTS €O
REF. 8, CG I11°MAF LTR SERG59569 DID 18 MAY. @%a SUBJ° ADP -
FACILIIY T0 SUPPORT 1SS €C} ° R
8. CG MCDEC DTG 2113667 JubL & €8y CH0TALY

Co CHC DIG 2222077 JU“ 69-(S) C(NOTAL). - .
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7
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'DCPG- LEATSON. VISVT II@ ﬁAF 29 JUL 69 C0Y T CNOTALY Y -
Eq CG 111 MAF DTG B60438Z- AUG 68 €183 CKOIQLE {{§_3}¢,f 1 .
Fo' o CHC DTG 1422D3Z AUG 69:£8). . .
ﬂo (S HOFORED. REF A IDERTIFIED THE GEMEPAu G%FABILJTEES RE@UIRﬂB
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RECOMMENDATIONS ‘BFTER ‘REVIEW OF REF Bo REF D LIALSON ViS1T-BY: D@PG
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DUCED THE. POSSIBLETY OF: PROVIDING 'SENSOR: RELATED CQUIPMENT I THE.

BASS. TYPE - QGNTIGURA&IGE §0, INCLUDE A INDXUIDUAE -NAVIBATEON SYwiEWs i."

CLORAN NANPACKEQ REF £ ACKNOWLEDGED 111 MAF°S. 'AGREENMENT: TO-ACCEPT "
THE DCPG REDUCED 'VERSION.OF THE ADP/TSS QMR AND CITED: abDITtONAL

VEILLANCE SYSTEM (TSS) WITHIW THE -1 CORPS AREA, REF F.REFLEGIS
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180 (TS-NFORNY INITIAL PLANNING FOR THE- DEUELGDMEN’ QF E%Z.TSS UAD.
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O 1487207 ZYH
¥M co 111 MAF nig VN

T0 C£-XX3iV CORPS PHB RVN

ZEM . §F
SECc RET NOFORM '
FOR L"GEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

REC OiNATcSANCE/ SURVE ILLANCE PLANNING FOR AS"AU VALLEY

A. LTG ZAIS Cag XXIV CORPS 08125%Z/178° SEP6S

- B, ¢n I11 MaAF 1807087 SEP 65-

1+ REFERENCES A AND 3 ARE DISCUSSIONS OF PLAMMED

OPERATIONS IN THE A SHAU VALLEY IN THF FORTHCOMING MONT HS.

I wANT TO cQVTINUE TO DENY TO THE ENEMY THE NPPORTUMITY FOR

THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE A SWAU VALLEY INTO A MAJOR INFILTRATIOM
AMD LOGISTICS COMPLEX AFTER QUR PISESTARLISHMERT OF FSe
RENDEZV QU AND WITHDRAWAL OF FORCES FROM THE A EHWAY,

2. 1 REQUEST THAT YOU PROVIMNE ME AT THE FARLIEST

PRACTICARLE DATE YOUR THOUGHTS AND CONSIDERATIOYS FOR THE COMPUCT
OF EWFFCTIVE RECOMNAISSANCE ARD SURVIELLANCFE OF THE A SKAU VALLE)Y

"U'NER ALL WEATHER CONDITIONS, DURING THE M®XT FIVE MO'TH,

K“CWLEDGE OF YOUR PLANS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS WILL GREATLY
ASSIST PLANNING IN PROGRESS AT MY WEADQUARTERS:

A. GROUND RECONNAISSANCE PLAN.

B, AERIAL AND GROUND SURVEILLAMCF PLAN TO INCLUME PLAMVED
EMPLOYMENT OF SENSORS. IN THIS REGARM, REOUFSTE® FAR PLAMNED
cENSOR REQUIREMENTS SHOULD RE SUBMITTED AT THE FARLIEST,

C. VISUAL AERIAL RECONWAISSANCE PLAR.
3. WARM REGARDS

GP=4
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SECRET /EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM

KT
LTGEN NICKERSON Ay
VISIT OF MR. JOSEPH ALSOP TO ICIZ | 4}Eﬂ
le MR, ALSOP'S TOUR OF ICTZ COMMENCED UPON ARRIVAL AT RECEN
CHU LAI ¢8180aH SEP AND TERMINATED WITH HIS DEPARTURE 17 SEPRA

FROM DANANG BASE OPS AT 11173@H SEP. HIS THREE-PART
VISIT (AMERICAL, XXIV CORPS, III MAF) WAS CHARACTERIZED
BY IN-DEPTH BACKGROUND DISCUSSIONS WITH KEY LEADERS
ON ENEMY CRDER OF BATTLE, CASUALTY FIGURES, AND
PACIFICATION PROGRESS. HE COVERED A GREAT DEAL OF GROUND -
AND TALKED T'O MANY PEOPLE. THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS INTERESTS,
COMMENTS AND QUEST IONS ARE SUMMARIZED IN RELATION TO
THE THREE AREAS HE VISITED.
2. AMERICAL . o
A. MR, ALSOP'S STAY IN AMERICAL AO COMMENCED WITH

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH MGEN RAMSEY AND SELECTED

STAFF OFFICERS ON 8 SEP. ON S SEP HE RECEIVED A G6-2/G-3/G-5
BRIEFING AT THE DIV CP, VISITED 2D ARVN DIV Ho, QUANG

NGAI PC, QUANG TIN PC, 5TH ARVN REGT, I96TH LIB, HIEP DUC
RESETTLEMENT VILLAGE, 4-131ST INF, 3-21ST INF, 1-46TH INF,
3-1ST INF AND OVERFLEY BATANGAN PENINSULA. PRIOR TO
DEPARTURE, HE ATTENDED THE EVENING BRIEF,
Be MR. ALSOP WAS EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN STRENGTH

AND CAPABILITIES OF 2D AND 3p NVA DIVISIONS., G-2 AMERICAL
PROVIDED HIM WITH A FACT SHEET WHICH LISTED PRESENT
STRENGTH OF NVA/VC REGIS IN AMERICAL AO. FACT SHEET
REFLECIED AN AVERAGE STRENGTH OF APPROX 978 WUA PER REGT. §7Z3/?Q7

5 mdy

43(1)
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- BORDER. HE AGREED WITH PRESENT RECON EFFORTS TO PROVIDE ﬁk

DECLASSIFIED

3. XXIV CORPS ' -
A. DEPARTED CHU LAI #S1828H FOR XXIV CORPS. MR.
AL SOP RON XXIV CORPS He ON 9 SEP. ON 12 SEP HE SPENT THE
ENTIRE DAY IN THUA THIEN PROVINCE PRIMARILY VISITING WITH
COL THANH, THE PROVINCE CHIEF, HE ALSO HAD DISCUSSIONS
WITH MGEN WHEELER, DCG XXIV CORPS, MGEN JONES, CG 3D MARDIV,
AND MGEN WYRIGHI, CG 181ST ABN DIV (AM), HE RON AT XXIV
CORPS H@ AND DEPARTED FOR DANANG AT 1202799Z SEP6S.
B MRe ALSOP EXPRESSED GREAT CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE
TROOp REDUCTIONS IN THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES. HE WAS
IMPRESSED WITH RVNAF PROGRESS AND THE RECOVERY EFFORT IN
HUE, BUT FORECAST ENEMX CAPABILITIES BEING USED TO EXPLOIT
US WIT HDRAWALS. HE THINXS FURTHER TROOP REDUCT IONS WILL
BE LETTING THE PEOPLE DOJN AND FORFEITING THE EXCELLEWNT
PROGRESS MADE IN PACIFICATION,
C. HE LISTED THE RISkS OF REDUCING TROOPS AND SAID HE
THINKS THE MILITARY LEADERS WOULD AGREE WITH HIM IF THEY
COWLD SAY $O0. HE RECALLED HIS LAST VISIT WITH 3D DIV
WHEN GEN DAVIS BRIEFED HIM ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE LAOTIAWY T,

AN ALERT FOR ANY ENEMY BUILDUP. -

D. HE AGREED THAT HAMBURGER HILL WAS MECESSARY TO
DENY THE ASHAU VALLEY TO THE ENEMY. HE CONCEDED THAT THE
WA HAD SUFFERED GREAT LOSSES BUT RETAIMS THE ARBILITY TO
COME BACK. ON SUMMARY, HE IS CONCERNED WITH THE VaCuumM

THAT WILL BE LEFT IN THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES IF TROOP |
43(2)

REDUCT IONS TAKE PLACE. HE DEPARTED XXIV CCRPS (1112@H SEP.
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T4 III MAF ' T
A. MR. ALSOP ARRIVED DANANG BASE OPS AT 111139H SEP
AND WAS MET BY ¢G III MAF AND DEP CORDS. HIS VISIT AT
I11 MAF cONSISTED PRIMARILY OF SEPARATE IN-DEPTH DISCUSSIONS
WITH cG II1 MAF AND DEP CORDS AS SUMMARIZED BELOW:
Be CG III MAF. HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT DMZ. ENEMY
HAS FIVE REGTS pLUS NUMBER-OF DWISIONS NORTH. OUR 'SCREEN """ & °
IS TOO THIN. ENEMY CAN STRIKE SOUNM AND DESTROY ALL
PACIFICATION DOWN TO HUE. IT WOULD BE A FATAL BLOW, FRENCH
LOST wAR BEFORE DIEM BIEN PHU wHEN THE LOST BINH LONG
PROVINCE. HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH INCREASED CONTRCL OVER
POPULATED AREAS. HE DISCUSSED THE ENEMY*®S DILEMMA OF
CONYTINUING AT PRESENT PACE AND LOSING HIS GRIP. HE QUERIED
THE REAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SAPPER ATTACKS. HE DISCOUNTED
IMPORTANCE OF VC INFRA-STRUCTURE AND EXPRESSED CONCERN
ONLY FOR MAN WITH THE GUN. SAID VCI WOULD DIE WITHOUT. HE
WAS IMPRESSED WITH AMERICAL PURSUIT OF MAIN FORCE ELEMENTS.
COMMENTED THAT PF'S FIGHI LIKE MARINES; VERY AGGRESSIVE.
WHEN BRIEFED THAT MOST ENEMY UNITS ARE 75 PERCENT STRENGIH AND SOME
BELOW BECAUSE OF MALARIA, FOOD SHORTAGE AND ATTRITION, HE
DISCOUNTED MALARIA AS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR, SAYING IT.IS
- IMHERENT TO THE NATIVE VIETNAMESE., HE :REQUESTED AND -WAS |
PROVIDED A FACT SHEET LISTING DETAILED FRIENDLY AMD ENEMY
CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 1969. A
’ C. CORDS. MR. ALSOP'S DISCUSSION WITH MR. FIRFER,
DEpP CORDS III MAF, COVERED THE ENTIRE GAMUT OF PACIFICATION.
COPIES OF BRIEFING SLIDES WITH DETAILED STATISTICS WERE
"REQUESTED AND MADE AVAILABLE. IN CONVERSATION, MR. ALSOP
AND MR, FIRFER AGREED ON THE FOLLOJING POINTS:
(1) POPULATIOMN CONTROL IS NOW 15 PERCENT OF THE OVERALL
PROBLEM IN COMRAST TO THE 45 PERCENT IT WAS IN FEBRUARY 1968,
(2) GEOPGRAPHICALLY, ORBVIOUS PROBLEM AREAS ARE :
MO DUC TO DUC PHO AROCUND QUANG NGAI CITY, AND PARTS OF
VALLEY FRM AN HOA TO HOI AN IN QUANG NAM. :
(3) NEW HAMLET AND VILLAGE GOVERNMENTS ARE MORE
POPULAR THAN DEMOCRATIC BUT A MOVE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION.
' _(4) IT 1S EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO FIX AN ACCURATE
EST IMATE ON THE ENEMY GUERILLA STRENGTH.
MR. ALSOP COMMENTED THAT THE NVA MADE A MISTAKE IN
COMMITTING THEMSELVES SO STRONGLY AT HIEP DUC. HE REQUESTED
A MEETING WITH O0SA REPS MCCARTHY AND KELLY TO EXAMINE HIS
THESIS ON WANING Vc GUERILLA STRENGTHe IN GENERAL THEY
- AGREED. MR. ALSOP CONCLUDE WITH COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS (
ABOUT WHAT HE CONSIDERED THE IMPROVED COMMAND POSTURE <

+ ANMD QUALITY OF III MAF SINCE HIS LAST VISIT.

576 | | . #3)
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. p \TegleZ ZFF-¢ . T -~ i
Fn'ce 115 WAF . ISFCRU% |
TOMCG FEFPAC ’ ' o i
Lk ' . 2
'SE CRE T/LYES ONLY/FOR LTGE#W BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSu b ‘
|1 THE FOL 1S6 IS’ QUOTED ron YOUx TGFURMATIUNE -
' QUOTE - |
'P 1192672 ZFF~4 A : 1
Fl'l CG 111 MaF . . ,
| ZEM
'SE CRE T /EYES OILY/FOR mar_u T UW.NSEND r-'mm |
'LTGEN NICKERSON |
VISIT OF #Re JOSEPH ALSOP TO ICTZ |
" le MRe HLSOP'S TOUR OF ICTZ CONMENCED UPON 4fRIVAL AT
CHU LAI k818ukH SEP AND TERMINATED WITH HIS DEPARTUKE
'UROM DANANG BASE OPS AT 11173uH SEP. HIS THYLE-PART
VISIT (AMERICAL, XXIV CORPS, III #aF) WAS CHARACTERIZeD
' BY IN-DEPTH BACKGROUN DISCUSSIONS WITH KEY LEADERS
' ON ENEMY C(RDER OF BATTLE, CASUALTY FIGUKES, AND
 PACIFICATION, PROGRESSe HE COVERED #4 GREAT DEAL GF GROUAD
" AND TALKED TO MuNY PEOPLEs THE SUBSTANCE OF HIS INTinkSTS,
COMMENTS 4 D Qlx STIONS ARE ‘SUMNAKIZED IN KELATION TO
| THE THREE' "REAS Ke VISITED.
ll Za l“'ﬂ.R IcaL .
| Re NRe ALSOP'S STAY I wMEX ICAL AG COMMENCED WITH
INFORMEL D ISCUSSIONS WITH MGEN KaMSEY #ND SELECTED
STAFF OFFICERS ON 8 SKP. ON 9 SEP HE RECEIVED 8 G=2/G-3/G-5 :
BRIEFING 4T THe DIV CP, VISITED 2D aKVN DIV HQ, QUANG .
'¥GA1 PC, &UANG TIN PC, STH ARVN REGT, 19614 LIB, HILP DuC
'RESETTLEMENT VILLAGE, 4-131ST INF, 3-21ST INF, 1=-46Th INF,
3=1ST INF AND OVERFLEW BATANGaN PENINSULA. PrIUR TU
| DEPARTLRE, HE WTTENDED THe EVENING BRIEF s |
Be MRe 4LSOP WAS EXTKEMELY INTEKESTED IN STHENGTH [
WND CAPHBILITIES OF 2D AND 3D Wa DIVISIUNS, G-2 AMRKICAL . |
- PROVIDED HIM WITH A FACT SHEET WHICH LISTED PRESENT |
ltlillra OF Wa/VC REGTS IV AMERICAL A0e FACT SHEerl
LEGTED A AVERAGL STREMGTH OF aPPROX 92w NVA PEK REGT. #4 (1]

rs

#5(7)
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"8« XXIV CORPS ' " T T e
As DEPARTED CHU LAl u918uuH FOR XXIV CURPS. mu.

AL SOP RON XXIV CORPS HQ UN 8 SEP., O Qo SEP He SPENT THE

ENTIRE DaY IN THUM THIEN PROVINCE PRIMaRILY VISITING WITH

COL THANK, THE PROVINCE CHIEF. HE ALSU HaD DISCUSSIUNS

WITH MGEN WHeLLER, DCG XXIV COHPS WGEN JGeS, €6 3D MaRDIV,

adD MGEN WR IGHT, GG 1ulST ABN DIV (WM)e HE RUN AT XXIV.

. CORPS H& aND DEPARTED FOk DANANG 4T luwTudZ SEP6S,

Be MRe ALSOP EXPRESSED GHEAT CONCEXN OVER PUSSIBLE
TROOP REDUCT IONS IN THE TWO NORTHEKN PROVINCES, He WuS
INPRESSED WITH RVNAF PROGRESS uND TH: KECUVERY EFFORT 1IN
HUE, BUI FORECAST EHENY CAPABILITIES BEINE USED Tu EXPLUIT
US WIT HORAWALSe HE THINKS FURTHER TROGP kkDUCTIONS WwILL
' BE LETTING THE PEOFLL DOWN ASD FORFEITING THe EXChLLzWNT
FROGRESS MADE IN PACIFICATION.

1 . Ce HE LISTED THE RISKS UF KEDUCING TrhUOPS aiD SQID He
THINKS THe WILITARY LEADERS WOULD AGREE WITH HIi IF ThEY
COWD SnY S0, Hi RECALLED HIS LAST VISIT WITH 3 DIV
WHEN GEN DAVIS BRIEFED HIM OW THe PRUBLEMS oF The LaUTlat

jBC!WER- HE AGREED WITH PRLSENT nECOw £FFUKTS TU PruVIDe

/ AN ALERT FOR ANY ENENY BUILDUP.

|

Da HL AGREED THAT KAMBUKGEN MILL WAS NECESSARY Tu

DENY TH. ASHAU VALLEY TO THE EicilYs HE CONCEDED THAT THE
WA HiD SUFFERED GREAT LOSSES BUT RETAINS THE ABILITY It
COME BACKe ON SUMMARY, HE 1S CONCERNED WITH THE VaCUUM
THAT WILL BE LLFT IN THE TWU WOKTHERW PRUVINCES IF ThUUP
REDUCTIONS TAKE PLACE. HE DEPAKTED XAIV CUXPS L1llawn SEP.

| de 111 nF

[ As MR ALSOP ARRIVED DANANG BASE UPS AT 111136H SEP

' AND WAS MET BY CG III MAF RMD DEP COxDSe HIS VISIT T

I11 NAF CONSISTED PRIMak ILY OF SePARATE IN-DikPTH DISCUSSIUNS

_WITH €& LI} MAF AND DEP CORDS AS SUMMARIZED BELUWS
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. Be C6 1XI MAFs HE WAS CONCERHNZD ABOUT DMZ. ENEMY
HAS FIVE REGYTS PLUS NUMBER OF DIVISIUNS NCGRTH. OUR SCRELN
1S TGO THINe EMNEMY CAN STKIKE SOUNT AND DESTrUY ALL .
PACIF ICATION DUWN TO HUE. IT WOULD BE A FATAL BLOUW. FRENCH : |
' LOST WAR BEFORE DIEN BIEN PHU WHEN THE LOST BINH LUNG , |

:f PROVINCE., HE WaS IMPRESSED WITH INCREASED CuNTKuL tVEk
" POPWATED AREAS. HE DISCUSSED THE ENEMY'S DILEMWa OF

CONTINUING AT PRESENT PACE »ND LOSING HIS GhIPe Hk QUERIED -

" THE REAL SIGNIFICKNCE OF SAPPEK ATTACKS. HE DISCUUNTED
. INPORTANCE OF VC INFRA-STRUCTURE 4ND EXPRESSED CUWNCERN -
" ONLY FOR MAN WITH THE GUN. SAID VCI WOULD DIE WITHUUT. He

. REQUESTED AND MADE AVAILABLEe IN CURVERSATION, WK, aALSOP
. AND MRe FIRFER AGREED ON THE FOLLOWING PUINTSS

POPULAR THu4N DEMQGCRAT IC BUT A MOVE IN THE RIGHT DIKECTIUi,
ESTIMATE ON THE EwkEMY GUER JILLA STRENGTH.

WAS IMPRESSED Wl’l’h AMERJCAL PURSUIT OF Mald FURCE RLEMENTS.
COMMENTED THAT PF'S FIGHT LIKE MARIMES; VEKY AGGRESSIVE. '
WHEN BR IEFED THAT MOST ENEMY UNITS AHE 75 PERCENT STRew@TH 'aND SUHE
BELOW BECAUSE OF MALARIA s FOOD SHORTHGE AND ATInITION, HE :
DISCOUNTED MBLARIA 4S AN IMPORTANT FACTUK, SAYING IT.IS
INHERENT TO THE NATIVE VIETNAMESE. HE REQUESTED AND Was
PROVIDED A FACT SHEET LISTING DETAILED FRIENDLY AND ENENY
CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 19591.

Ce CORDSe MRe ALSOP°'S DISCUSSIQN WITH Mike FIRFik, :
DEP CORDS IXI MaF, CUVERED THE ENTIME GANUT OF PACIFICATIUN.
COPIES OF BRIEFING SLIDES WITH DETAILED STATISTICS WERE

(1) POPULATIUN CONTROL IS WNOW 15 PERCENT UF THE uVERaLL
PROBLEM IN CONTRAST TO THE 45 PErCENT IT WAS IN FEBrUWRY 1968,
(2) GEOPGRAPHICALLY, OBVIUUS PROBLEM AREAS AKE
MO DUC TO DUC PRO AROUND QUANG NGAI CITY, &ND PHHT& UF
VALLEY FROM 4N HOA TO HOI #d IN QUANG aaM. .
(3) New HAMLET ~ 8D VILLAGE GOVEKNMENTS aki i*lum..

(4) IT IS LXTREMELY DIFFICULT TU FIX AN ACCURATE

MR. ALSOP COMMENTED THAT THE NVA MADE & MISTAKe IN
COMMITTING THENSELVES SO STRONGLY 4T HIEP DUCe HE nEGURSTED
# MEETING WITH 0S4 REPS MGCARTHY AND KELLY TO LXaMINE HIS
THESIS ON WANING VC GUERILLA STRENGTH. IN GENERAL THEY
AGREED. MRe ALSOP CONCLUDE WITH COMPLIMENTARY REMaRKS
ABQUT WHAT HE CONSIDERED THE IMPROVED COMMAND PUSTURE

' AND QUALITY OF 111 ®#aF SINCE HIS LAST VISIT.

’ |
a0 915/
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" SECRE T/EYES ONMLY/FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
~ ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER TO HQ

- I11 MAF (C)

le (8) AS YOU KNOW, CURRENT PLANNING ANTICIPATES REDEPLOYMENT

- FROM VIETNAM OF USMC FORCES INCLUDING III MAF HQy WHICH WILL BE

REPLACED BY A HQ STAFFED BY U.S. ARMY PERSONNEL.
2. (C) AS A COROCLLARY MATTER, MY G-2, COLONEL JOHN CANTON, WILL
ROTATE TO CONUS IN JANUARY 1970, AMONG AVAILABLE AND ANTICIPATED

- PERSONNEL ASSETS, THERE ARE NO MARINE COLONELS WITH THE QuUALI-

FICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE NECESSARY TO BE AN EFFECTIVE II1I MAF
G-2. . .

S. (S) IN VIEW OF THESE TWw0 FACTORS, I AM CONSIDERING A REQUEST
TO COMUSMACV FOR THE ASSIGNMENT TO HQ@ III MAF OF AN ARMY COL ONEL

- WHO IS AN INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER. I ENVISION THAT SUCH AN

B SECREL

. OFFICER WOULD BE ASSIGNED INITIALLY AS DEPUTY G-2 PRELIMINARY E
- TO TAKING OVER AS ACOFS G-2 UPON THE DEPARTURE OF CANTON. THIS

APPROACH, I BELIEVE, WOULD SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF A RELIEF FOR
CANTON AND AT SAME TIME WOULD LAY THE SROUNDWORK DURING THE =
COMING MONTHS FOR PROVIDING NECESSARY CONTINUITY FOR THE DIREC- |
TION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE y.S. INTELLIGENCE EFFORT IN ICTZ,
I
\

.4+ (U) SINCE SUHCH A MOVE REPRESENTS A DEPARTURE

FROM EXISTING PROCEDURES, I WOULD MUCH APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS
IN THIS MATTER BEFORE I TAKE ANY FURTHER ACTION.

GP-4 ;
259 - o |
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. P 2089162 SEP 69 |
Fti CG 111 MAF
T0 CG FIRST MARDIV
BT ‘ - , -
CONFIDENTI AL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCGEN SINMPSON -
" FROM LTGEN NICKERSCUN N |

MALARIA DISCIPLINE
1o THE MALARIA RATE FOR YOUR MARIRES HAS BEER

VERY HIGH AND INDICATIONS ARE THAT YOU WILL
"HAVE OVER 5080. CASES IN SEPTEMBER, WITH OVER
290 DURING THE WEEK OF 1l=i7 SEPTEMBER
2., FROM THE RATIES IT IS APPARENT THAT YOUR
EXCELLENT DIRECTIVE ON MALARIA DISCIPLINE IS WOT -
BEING FOLLOWED. I AN VERY COHCERNED ABOUT THIS
MATTER AND WANT YOU TO MOLD THE OFFICERS IN
COMMAND PERSOMNALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR 1HPROVEMENT o
I KNOW YOU SHARE MY CONCERN AND UNDERSTARD MY
- METHODS. '
WARM REGARDS.
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TO CG6 XXIV CORPS
ZEN ... % \ , |
SECRET LIMDIS/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

ADJUSTMENT OF FCRCE DISPCSITIONS IM GCONNECTION WITH 3D MARINE

DIVISION (-) REDEPLOYMENT (S) ' rﬁ‘nq.g.ﬁalTig‘%
As Co TTI KAF 191914Z SEP &% : L‘N%V?E[} U%§‘| IR REL

-3

- Be CG XXIV CORPS 191450Z SEP &9

to (S) REFERENCE p AND OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF 19 SEP CON-
CERNED A TTI MAF PROPOSAL TO DEPLOY ONE BATTALIGON OF THE 26TH FARINES

~ IN THE PHU LOC DISTRICT OF THUA THIEN PROVINCE AR EXPANDING THE

1ST FMARDIV TAOR NORTHWARD ACCORDINGLY. e
2. (S) DURING THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D FARINE DIVISIGN AND SO

" LON: AS ABPHIBIGUS SHIPPING IS AVAILIABLE, IT IS MY INTENT TO FAIN-
- TATN ONE BATTALION OF THE 26TH tARINES §A MOBILE RESERVE sVATL.

ABLE FCR EMpL OYMENT ANYWHERE IN ICTZ WITH PRIORITY TO NICTZ IN THE

EVENT THE ENENMY ATTEMPTS TQ EXPLOIT THE SITHATION DUKING THE ¥OV:-
 ¥ENT OF THE 3D MpRDIV,

3. (S) ALTHCUGH A DECISION HAS NOIr YET BEEN MADE AS TO TIMING, Al

. SCYETIME DURING OR AFTER THE REUEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D MARDIV, AMPHIB-
| TOUS SHIPPING WILL NC LGNGRR BE AVAILARLE IN THe ICTZ LITTORAL

| (PROBABLY ABOUT | NOVEMBER)$ CONSEQUENTLY, SLF'S WILL ALSO MO

| LONRER RBE AVAILABLE. AV THAT 7TIFE, THE SLF BATTALION WILL BE

i

. ESTABLISHED ASHORE PERVANENTLY AND NOT ON A TRANSITORY BASIS.

~Aa (S) AS YUU KNUW, ONE OF THE PRINARY CONSTIDERATIONS IN THE
' DECISION IN REGARD TO OPeRATIONS In The A SWAU WAS THe IMPENUING
- DEPARTURE OF THE 3D MARDIV, THIS FACTOR TICTATED THAT WE CONSOLI-

v

DATE OUR FURCES, CUNSISTENT WITH THIS MOVE, THE DEPLOYMENT OF
ANCTHER AVAILABLE BATTALICON NORTH OF HAT VAN PpASS WOULU PERNMIT
FURTHER cCONSCLIDATION OF YOUR FORCES IN NICTZ,

S5« (8) T APPRECTATE YCUR VIEWS CONCEWNING THE ADVANTAGES OF rILI-
TARY BOUNDARIES COINCIDING WITH POLITICAL BOUNUAKIES, HOWMEr, I
BELTEUE THAT TAcTICAL CONSIDER)TIONS“ARE PARAMOUNT IN THIS @QSE,

THE ASSTIGAMENT OF RESPONSIBILItY FO¥ 7THe HAI VAN LAND MASS, WHICH
SERVES AS AN WNEMY APPROACH ROUTE INTC THE DANANG ARLA, TO A SINGLE
MILITARY COMNAND, THE PROBLEMS OF COCPDINATION AND LIATSON CAN
CERTAINLY 'BE QVERCOME AS THEY HAVE BEEIN IN OTHER AREAS IN THE PAST,
6« (S) ANGTHER CONSTIDERATION, JUST AS IT WAS IN THE RETHRN COF THE
IST BDE 1@1ST ABN, IS UNIT INVEGRITY WITH ITS OBVIOUS ADVANTAGES.
\7. (8) FOR THE ABOVE REASONS, WHEN THE BATTALION OF THE 26TH WA-
RINES BECOMES AVATLABLE FOR DEPLOYMENT ASHORE ON A PERMANENT BASIS,
JIT IS MY INTENTION TQ EXPLOY IT IN THE EASTERN PORTION OF -PHy LOC
 DISTRICT AND ASSIGN THAT PORTION GF THUA THIEN PROVINCE TC THE IST
'EARDIV. YOUR COMMENTS ARE ReQUESIED ON THE ACTYAL TRACE OF THE
{BOUNDARY AS PROPOSED IN REFERENCE A,
; SSO NQTE: DELIVER TMMEDIATELY
- GP=-4 '
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1, (C) BY REF & I REQUESTED REMOVAL OF THE MV PHONG
CHAU FROM THE DNG RIVER. FROM REF B AND OTHER RECENT
MESSAGES IT APPEARS THAT SUFFICIENT SYRVEYS AND
INVESTIGATIONS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED AND- THE BEST MEANS
OF REMOVAL HAS BEEWN DETERMINED. IT IS MY DESIRE THAT
REMOVAL OF PHONG CHAU BE ACCOMPLISHED IN AN EAPEDITIOUS
MANNER. ' o

2, (C) BS STATED REF A THE C6 ICTZ Wikt PROVIDE
APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTATION HOLDING THE- URETED STATES
FREE OF ANY CLAIMS BY THE OWNERS OR THE:GUN FOR THE
WRECK BEING REMOVED IN ANY MANNER FROY ITIS PRESENT

. PAGE 2 RUYUSYD2913 CONF IDENTTI AL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
POSITION. THESE DOCUMENTS ARE NQW BEING PREPARED BY THE .
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"gg CRET/FOR BGEN TONNSEND PROM LTGEN NTICKXERSON \ {
SECTION ONE OF TWO ; _ .
VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO ICTZ, 19SEP69 : ¢

A, MAcY 32267 DTF 38110852 MAYES C
le FOL SUBMITTED TIAW REF A, '
2. GEN ROSSON VISITED UNITS IN THE AMERICAL TAOI ON

19 SEP 1969, HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY CG, AMERICAL DIV, DEP
. CGy TIT MAF AND cG, 2ND ARVN DIV, UPON HIS ARRIVAL AT THE
. CHU LAT ATRFIELD, GEN RAMSEY BRIEFED GEN ROSSON ON THE
. PCINTED OUT THE SUCCESSFUL PF/RF ACTIONS IN RECENT ENEMY
ATTACKS ON TRA BONG, HIEP DUC AWD AN PHOUNG/OP GEORGE AND
. THAT HE WAS PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED WITH THEIR QUICK
REACTION DURING THE OPERATIONS. GEN ROSSOM STATED THAT
. THE REPORTS HE RECEIVED DID NOT GIVE THE RF'S CREDIT FOR
' ANY LARGE BODY COUNT IN THE AN PHOUNG ACTION. FUTURE
[ REPCRTING SHOULD INCLUDE ALL SUCCESSFUL TERRITORIAL FORCE
' REACTIONS SO THAT THIS INFORMATION CAN BE DISSEMINATED
' PROPERLY.

. 3¢ THE PARTY THEN DEPARTED FOR LZ WEST, WHERE GEN ROSSON
" WAS BRIEFED RY THE CO, 196TH INF BD¥E, ‘C0, 5TH ARVN REGT

AND ¢cO, 4-31 INF ON CURRENT OPERATIONS ANU THE BATTLE THAT

TOOK PLACE IN HIEP DUC., GEWN ROSSON ASKED THE €O, 196TH

BDE ABOUT THE ENEMY TACTICS IN THE HIEP DUC AREA, COL

TACKABERRY REPLIED THAT THE ENEMY UTILIZED DIVERSIONARY

TACTICS; HE GAVE AS AN EXAMPLE THE ATTACK ON LZ SIRERIA

ON 11 SEP WITH THE MATIN ATTACK AIMED AT HIEP DUC ON THE

FOLLOWING NIGHT,
- 4e THE PARTY THEN FLEW TO LZ STINSON WHERE GEN ROSSCN
' RECEIVED A SITUATION BRIEFING FROM THE €O, 198TH RDE,
CO, 6TH ARVN REGT, CO, [-52 INF, GEN ROSSON ASKED IF
THEY THOUGHT THE ENEMY'S PLANS AND MISSIONS WERE TO DIS-
RUPT THE PACIFICATION EF‘FORT IN THE AREA, THE QUESTION
WAS BROUGHT ABQUT BY THE TWO RECENT ATTACKS ON TRA BONG * :
AND AN PHOUNG/OP GEQRGE., THE co, 1=52 INF, CONFIRMED GEN ,
ROSSON'S COMMENT, GEN ROSSON ASKED THE PRESENT STRENGTH {
OF THE BNS OF THE 6TH REGT. COL THANN REPLIED THAT HIS - :
AVERAGE STRENGTH IS BETWEEN 35@8-375. GEN ROSSON ASKED
GEN TOAN HOW THE ARUN LIKED THE COMBAT RATION AND IF THE
SUPPLY WAS ADEQUATE, GEN TOAN SAID THAT THE SUPPLY WAS
ADEQUATE AND O.K. FOR A THREE TO FIVE DAY PERIOD, BUT THAT THE
RICE IN THE RATION WAS DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE VN DIET,
AND WAS THEREFORE, NOT TODO WELL LIXKED., GEN ROSSON THEN ASKED |
LTcOL BROWN, cO, 1-52 INF, ABOUT LTIATISON TEAMS WITH CAP'S i
AND DIST HQ. LTCOL BROWN REPLTIED THAT HE MAINTAINED
LIASISON BY RADIO CONTACT WITH ALL CAP TEAMS TO DISTRICT HQ.
CO WHITTINGTON STATED THAT BDE MAINTAINS LIATISON AT ALL
DIST HQ WITH AN OFFICER FROM THE BN THAT HABITUALLY WORKS
IN THAT AREA. ARTILLERY LIATSON 1S ALSO MAINTAINED AT j

S 2 . A v 4
- g ¥ - L4
I i ; -

—t
o

;e

THE DISTRICT LEVEL, GEN ROSSON ASKED GEN TOAN FOR HIg
OPINION OF THE RF GROUP HQ. GEN TOAN.REPLIED THAT TRE

BISSION I3 MOV MORE CLEARLY DEFINED AND BECAUSE .
1 . P» oLN

v
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3. THE pARTY THEN PROCEEDED TO FS3 411, VRERE GEN ROSSON

RECEIVAD A BRIEFING FROM TRE €O, 3~1 INF AND CO ATK ARVN

REGT ON CURRENT OPERAYIONS AND ﬂROﬂm CLEARING OPERATIONS.

WHEN LTCOL ELLIS ¢CO, 3-1 INF) HAD COMPLETED MIS BRIEFING,

GEN ROSSON AKED ABOUT THE CURRENT NCO STATUS IN THE BN,

LTCOL ELLYIS REPLIED THAT HIS COMMAND WAS THE SAME AS

STHERS TN RVN IN THAT THERE WAS A SHORTAGE OF EG'S AND
7°Se

6. AFTER FLYING TO LZ SAN JUAN HILL, GEN ROSSON RECETVED

A CURRENT INTELLIGENCE AND QPERATIONS BRIEFING BY THE CO,
"'3 INF.

7. AT LZ BRONCO GEN ROSSOWw RECEIVED A BRIEFING BY THE

1iTH RDE STAFF ON CURRENT INTELLIGENCE AND OPERATIONS,

GEN ROSSON QUESTIONED THE RECENT AMRUSHES ALONG QL |

SOUTH OF LZ BRONCO AND ASKXED THE DISTRICT CHIEF OF DUC

PHO IF HE HAD ANY PRIOR INTELLIGENCE CR KNOWLIDGE OF THE

ENEMY CONCERNING THESE ATTACKS. THE DC STATED THAT HE

THOUGHT THEY WERE MEMBERS OF A NVA SAPPER ELEMENT ASSIGNED

THE MISSION TO INTERDICT mUVERENT ON QL 1. GEN ROSSON

THEN ASKED THE DC ABOQUT KIS INFORMATION PROGRAM. THE DC

ANSWERED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT IT WAS SATISFACTORY, AS

'REFLECTED BY THE HIGH NUMBER OF VCI THAT HE HAS ELIMINATED

GEN ROSSON STATED THAT THE DC HAS EVERYTHING NEEDED F(R

A GOOD INFORMATION PROGRAM BUT. SHOULD USE HIS PERSOMNEL
RESOURCES (VILLAGE CHIEF, HAMLET CHIEFS) TO PASS INFORMA-
TICN MORE EFFECTIVELY. HE INDICATED THAT TOO OFTEN THE
DISTRICTS WANTED MORE LOUDSPEAKERS, URAMA TEAMS, ETC,
RATHER THAN MAKING THE BEST USE OF WHAT WAS AVAILABLE¢
GEN ROSSON AKED THE DISTRICT CHIEF WHAT PROGRESS WAS
BEING MADE IN THE MOVEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC CONTINGENT
OFDUE PHO TO A RESETTLEMENT AREA ABOUT 5 KMS. NORTH ON gL
{« THE DISTRICT CHIEF REPLIED THAT ALL OF THE PEOQPLE

HAD DECIDED TO GO TO CAM RANH BAY OR QUANG NGAI, GEN
ROSSON ALSO ASKED ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF THE PEQPLE FROM
DIEN TROUNG TO A RD AREA, DISTRICT CHIEF REPLIED THAT THEY
HAD ESTABLISHED A CORDON AROUND THE VILLAGE FOR 3 DAYS
AND RELOCATED THE VILLAGERS TO A RD AREA 2 KMS TO THE NORTH,
€. PROCEEDING TO QUANG NGAI, GEN ROSSON RECEIVED A BRIEF-
ING FROM THE PROV CHIEF ON THE QUANG NGAI PACIFICATION
EFFORT AND THE RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES. GEN ROSSON
STRESSED . THE IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD INFORMATION PROGRAM AS
HE DID IN DUC pPHO.

9., WHILE FLYING FROM ONE AREA TO ANOTHER, GEN ROSSON
ASXED GEN RAMSEY ABOUT THE PLANS TO UPGRADE THE RAILROAD
IN QUANG NGAI AND QUANG TIN. GEN RAMSEY STATED THAT HE
HAS NO XNOWLEDGE OF ANY SPECIFIC PLANS TO UPGRADE THE
RAILROAD IN THIS AREA,

18. UPON RETURN TO CHU LAI, GEN ROSSON STATED THAT HE WAS

_WELL PLEASED WITH THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE AMERICAL
DIVISION, ESPECIALLY THE COOPERATION, COORDINATION AND TEAM

EFFORT OF US, ARVN AND GUN FORCES, AT EACH STOP HE HAD
PREVIOUSLY cOMPLINENTED BOTH US AND ARVN COMMANDERS FOR

IR ACCON n.xmwrs AND TEAM EFFORT. NE nznknn -
;s ums, 19 SEP 1969,
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1. THE FoL MSGS ARE QUNTED FoR YOUR INFIRMATION:

QUOTE:

n 2333487 SEP €9

FM CG III MAF DNG

TO CG XXIV CCRPS PHB

BT

SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN zAxs FR oM

LTGEN NICKERS~N LIMDIS

1, BASED ~) ~UR TELEPHONE CONVERSATINN THIS
ARNING THE FOLLNWING IS THE ARTICLE WHICH DAVE

LAMB FILED:

QUATE DANANG, VIETNAM, UPI---THE U.S. MARINE
C'RPS HAS REDUCED THE VIETNAM TNUR FZR ITS TRAOPS
FROM 13 T" 12 MNNTHS, INFORMED MILITARY SOURCES SAID
MANDAY. THE "RDER WILL AFFECT ALL MARINES SENT TO
VIETNAM IN THE FUTURE AND MNST nF THE 72,008
LEATHERNECKS CURREMNTLY SERVING IN THE WAR ZONE.
THE MARINES CLOSED D WN THEIR DES"LATE FIRE SUPPORT
BASES SUNDAY AND IMMEDIATELY STARTED T2 QUOTE
STAND DNWN UNQUNTE IN A SEMI-DEFENSIVE POSTURE.
ABOUT 18,300 LEATHERNECKS ARE INVALVED IN THE
PULLNUT. SOURCES SAID THE 3D MARINE REGT WHICH IS
HEADED FOR THE U.S. WILL LEAVE VIETNAM BY 0OCT 15.

. THE 4TH REGT WILL ARRIVE NN CKINAWA BY 9CT 3t, THE
3D DIVISINN (GARBLE) WILL REPORT T NEW (GARBLE),

' SOURCES SAID. THE 7RDER ISSUED BY THE PENTAGON
FARLIER THIS MNNTH IS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. THE
12-MONTH PERIND IS MEASURED FROM THE DAY A SOLDIER
LEAVES THE U,S. TD THE DAY HE RETURNS. HUNDREDS nF
BATTLE-WEARY LEATHERNECKS MEANWHILE CONTINUED TO
(GARBLE) AT THE DEMILITARIZED ZNNE IN PREPARATION
FOR THEIR DEPARTURE FRoM VIETNAM. U.S. aRMY, NaVY
AND AIR FrRCE ALREADY SERVE 12-MANTH TOURS, BUT
SNURCES SAID MANY OF THEM ARE N LEAVING VIETNAM

CTWO TN FOUR WEEKS BEF"RE THEIR SCHEDULED ROTATION
DATES, THE U.S. SOURCES SAID MNST LEATHERNECKS wHN
HAVE SPENT AT LEAST 10 MONTHS WITH THE 1ST MARINE
DIVISION AT DANANG WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE 3D
MARINE DIVISINN WHICH IS BEING WITHDRAWN FROM
VIETNAM, THE DIVISINN'S 9TH REGT WAS REDEPLOYED T~
OKINAWA IN JULY AND AUGUST (GARBLE) THE PULLNUT

| °F THE FIRST 25,000 U.S. TROOPS FRNM VIETNAM. THE
MARINES RAPID WITHDRAWAL WAS PROMPTED BY THE U.S.

{COMMAND'S DESIRE T~ MINIMIZE THE LENGTH °F TIME 1T6
TRNTPS WNULD BE VULNERABLE T~ ATTACK. THE COMMAND
ALSN WAS NOT ANXI"US TO HRAVE TO SEND ITS MEN INT" .
comaar Dunlla THEIR FIlaL DAYS IN VIETHAM, THE _ 5’(~/
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2. MY INFRMATI"NAL SERVICES “FFICER, COLINIL
REDMAN, CALLED IN DAVE LAMB AND ADVISED HIM THAT
HT HAD FILED A-STRY WHICH -WAS-IN VIOLATION OF THE
MACV INSTRUCTINNS, -
3. FOLLNWING THIS DISCUSSINN DAVE LAMB INFORMED
ANOTHER MEMBER 7F MY CNMBAT INFORMATION BUREAU THAT
IN DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN HIM AND YOURSELF 0N 26
SEPTEMBER 1969 AT PHU BAI, HE WAS GIVEN THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATINN BY YnU - IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE AND
QUNTE NFF THE RECORD UNQUOTE.
_A. THE 1@1ST ABN DIV (AM) WILL ASSUME

CONTRNL OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISI'N'S A0 AFTER RE-
DEPLOYMENT: THE 1ST BRIGADE WAS SPECIFICALLY
MENTIONED IN THIS REGARD.

B, THAT THERE WrULD BE A GREATER RECON AREA
WHICH WoULD BEGIN JUST WEST oF CAM LC.

C. THAT THE 1ST BRIGADE, US 5TH INFANTRY DIVISION
AND ELEMENTS OF THE 1ST ARVN DIVISI®N WOULD MOVE
FARTHER WEST JUST T0 THE EAST 7F CaM LD,

D. THE XXIV CoRPS WoULD EVENTUALLY TAKE NVER
AND THAT III MAF WnULD BE DISSOLVED.

E. THAT THE 161ST ABi DIV (AM) WoULD BE PULLING
NUT OF THE A SHAU VALLEY AND RESETTLING ALNG THE
CGASTLINE.
~F. WHEN ASKED T0 COMMENT ON KENNEDY®S RECENT
PRNBLEMS, YnU STATED, QUOTE. AT LEAST I RECOVER MY
DEAD UQUNTE.

4, BASED ~ CUR PREVI‘US DIFFICULTIES WITH MR, LAMB,

IF THE ABNVE STATEMENTS WERE MADE BY Yoy - AND I

HAVE ¥9 WAY NF VERIFYING THIS - YOU WERE ILL-ADVISED

SINCE FUTURE TR " P REDEPL YMZINTS SHCULD NEVER 'BE

DISCUSSED " AN QUOTE 7FF THE REC'RD UNQUONTE BASIS.

- THERE IS A STRONG P0SSIBILITY THAT MR. LAMB WILL -

FILE "R HAS ALREADY FILED A ST'RY C NTAINING THE

AB VI L.F-iMATI 'L, ALS ', Y°U CAU JEVER RULE UT THI & af
P SSIBILITY THAT HE MIGHT QU TE Y U.DIRECTLY. _ _ _

/2
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5. AS EVIDTICED BY THE FILED ST'RY, LAMB REPRTS

W EVERYTHING HE SEES AWD HEARS, WE MUST TAKE

STEPS NoW To INF"RM GEN ABRAMS SN THAT HE WILL

“NNT BE CAUGHT oFF GUARD. !

| —
YNUR MESSAGE 2383487 SEP 69 |
1. MY REAS™N FARCANSENTING T AN INTERVIEW WITH DAVE LAMB

(UPI) AND JAY SHARBUTT (AP) 20 SEP WAS THAT IT WOULD BE

HELPFUL T7 GIVE B-TH INDIVIDUALS A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE
SITUATION IN XXIV C°RPS WITH THE ANNOANCED REDEPLOYMENT OF THE

3D MAR DIV, IN THIS WAY THE PCSSIBILITY OF RUMOR AND

SPECULATI T GRMING INTC NEWS ARTICLES COULD BE AVOIDED,.

OBVINUSLY, IN THEIR TRAVELS IN THE AREA THEY WOULD SEE AND

HEAR FRAGMENTS THAT COULD BE MISINTERPRETED OR MISjuDGED R

THRWN TNGETHER TN FARM A WRONG CONCLUSION, MY INTENT waS Tn

ALST GIVE THEM A BASIS FZR UNDERSTANDING AND THEREBY GIVE

ACCURATE REPTRTING OF THE CHANGES THAT WILL BECOME APPARENT

IN THE FUTURE. ,

2. THE MAIN POINT COVERED IN THE INTERVIEW WAS THE EFFECT THE
REDEPLQYMENT NF THE 3D MR DIV WOULD HAVE nN THE TACTICAL SITUATION

I8 XXIV CORPS, I BRIEFED BOTH LAMB AND SHARBUTT ON THE FACTORS THAT
wILL DICTATE OUR PNSTURE AFTER THE 3D MR DIV'S DEPARTURE. I

POINTED 7UT THAT "BVIOUSLY WE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN

UNITS IN ALL THE LNCATINNS THAT WE ARE NOW ABLE TO. wITH THE

DECREASE IN COMBAT STRENGTH IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO REDRAW THE
BOUNDARIES, CONCENTRATING NUR STRENGTH CLNSER TN THE PNPULATED

AREAS "F THE TWN PROVINCES, DNING THIS WILL MEAN THAT A CERTAIN
PARTINN NF THE WESTERN PART OF THE AQ WOULD BE MORE LIGHTLY

DEFENDED. BY GIVING UP THE REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN FIXED BASES

IN THE UNPAPULATED AREA WE WPULD GIVE GREATER PROTECTINN FOR THE
POPULATINN AND AT THE SAME TIME FREE FrRCES OF THE 1@]ST AIRBORUWE

FAPR BETTER USE IN AN AIRMNBILE ROLE. I EMPHASIZED THY POINT THAT THIS
DID NOT MEAN WE WoULD TURN 2UR BACKS TN THE WESTERN PORTION ByT

WAULD MAKE USE AF "UR SURVEILLANCE AND PATROL CAPABILITY T% ENSURE |
THAT THE ENEMY DOES M0T BUILD UP UNMOLESTED., IF Ao THREAT SHOULD
DEVEL"P WE W~ULD HAVE THE C MBAT P"WER ~F THE AIRM"BILE TR""PS ()

Tf COUNTER WHERE JECEESARY,

(%)
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[ 3. REGARDING THE PAINTS LAMB PASSWD " éIB PERSONNEL:
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A. LAMB WAS H°T TOLD THAT THE 181ST AIRB'RNE WCULD TAKE "VER
THE 3D MAR DIV AN, HE RAISED THE QUESTION OF THIS POSSIBILITY
AND I TOLD HIM THAT WE WNULD STILL HAVE THE 1ST ARVN AND THE | T
BRIGADE, 5TH MECH IN THE AREA AND THEY COULD PROVIDE THE FCRCES
TO PRTECT THE POPULATED AREA AND BLOCK FORCES COMING THROUGH THE
DMZ. THEY WERE TOLD- THAT OBVIOUSLY THERE yOuLD NOT BE AS MyCH COMBAT
POWER IN THE AREA AND OF NECESSITY SOME OF THE FIXED BASES wOULD
GO.

B. HE WAS TOLD THAT THE WESTERN PTRTION OF BOTH PROVINCES
WOULD BECAME M™RE AF A RECON ZONE SINCE WE WOULD NOT HAVE THE FORCE
NECESSARY T0 MAINTAIN FIXED BASES IN THE AREA. HE waS ALSO" TOLD
THAT WE WoULD STILL HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF MEETING ANY THREAT IN
THE AREA AS NECESSARY.

C. HE WAS TOLD THAT THEY WOULD OPERATE FROM THE COAST T0 THE
BOUNDRY OF ‘THE RECON ZONE, , ,

'D. LAMB STATED THAT THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL 0F SPECULATION IN

DA NANG THAT III MAF WOULD BE DISSOLVED AND THAT XXIV CORPS ywouLD
TAKE OVER ITS MISSION. REPLIED THAT I KNOy NF NO SUCH PLAN AND
THAT 1 ACTUALLY HAD..NOT EVEN BEEN CONSULTED 0N THE DETAILS OF
SUCH A CHALGE, 3/

W7
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E. SHARBUTT BRAOUGHT UP THE QUESTI'N "F WHAT EFFECT THE REDEPLANY-

MENT W7ULD HAVE °N FCRCES IW THE A SHAU. I TOLD HIM THAT FOR SUME

‘TIMF I HAD RESERVATINNS AB”UT OUR ABILITY TN MpAINTALN POSITIONS 7

IN THE VALLEY IN THE CnMING BAD WEATHER. THE REDEPLAYMENT OF THE

3D MAR DIV "NLY SERVED T2 HASTEN A DECISION TO EVENTUALLY LEAVE THE

VALLEY, I DID NOT PROVIDE A DATE WHEN THIS WNULD BE ACCOMPLISHED.
F. THE MATTER °F SENAT™R KENNEDY'S PROBLEM, I REGRET, DID
COME UP AT THE BEGINNING ~F "UR TALK. THE COMMENTS WERE IN A
JOKING VEIN AND WENT ABAUT AS. FrLLoWS:
LAMB- " I ASSUME THE PUBLICITY FROM HAMBURGER HILL AND ALL IS
OVER AND Y2U ARE NOT GETTING ANY. MORE OF THAT." ,
ZAIS- 80, EXCEPT AS THEY CNMPARE IT WITH WHAT HAPPERED T9

"LLoYD RAMSEY.,"

LAMB- "Y~U KNowW THE STANDARD JOKE AROUND SAIGAN IN THE NEWSPAPER
NFFICES FOR AWHILE AFTER TEDDY KENNEDY'S AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT WAS
ASKING WHAT W ULD BE GEWERAL ZAIS* REACTINN. THE STANDARD RESPONSE
WAS GENERALLY "DEFINITELY IRRESP-NSIBLE'"

ZAIS-"N7, 1 HAD AN ANSWER T7 THAT. MY ANSWER WAS THAT AT
LEAST 1 EVACUATED MY CASUALTIES.,” I N~y REGRET THAT IN AN EFFORT
TO BE HUMORNUS I SNUNDED CALLAUS. IT WaAS ®NT MY INTENTION TO
DERIDE THE SENATOR NAR ADD TN HIS BURDENS.

4, MY UNDERSTANDING WITH LAMB AND SHARBUTT wWAS THAT MY REMARKS
COULD ~°WLY BE USED "N A BACKGROUND BASIS., IN READING LAMB+S

ARTICLE I SEE NNTHING THAT WAS GAINED THRNUGHT THE 1NTERVIEW wITH
ME, WE DID NOT DISCUSS THE TIMETABLE F°R THE IMPENDING MQVE OF .
THE 3D MAR DIV, IT SEEMS TO ME THAT LAMB HAS OBSERVED THE CANDITION
UNDER WHICH I TALKED WITH HIM.

5. AGAIN I ADD THAT IN GRANTING THE INTERVIEW, IT wAS MY OPINICN

THAT WE WOULD AV~ID SPECULATIVE AR RUM™R BASED ARTICLES WHICH
wOULD NNLY ADD Tn THE PROBLEMS WE FACE,

§., ALTHNPUGH SnME oF THE QUNTES ASCRIBED TO ME IN YOUR MESSAGE

ARE RNCT EXACTLY TRUE "R S”MEWHAT "UT OF CONTEXT, I ACCEPT FULL
RESPNNSIBILITY FnR HAVING BRIEFED THESE Tw3 CORRESPONDENTS N

A NON-ATTRIBUTABLE BASIS WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT IT waS BACK-
GRNUND INFZRMATINN -NLY AS THE BASIS FAR BETTER REPORTING.

2, 1 HAVE FRWARDED A MSG TN GEN ABRAMS WHICH
CONDENSES THE CONTENTS NF THE AB VE MSGS BUT GIVES HINM
TSSENTIALLY THT SAME IuF RMATIC
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S ECE E T/ABS LUTFLY ZYES LY F R ADDRESSEES .0
fe THZ F L ST RY WaAS FILID = 22 SEP 69 DY :
e DAVIT LAMB P UPIf

AU-TE “A%ANG, VIETIAM, UPE---$HE UeZe MARIHE

- CoIFS HAS ”VWUCFﬁ THE UIC?#AM T°y? F® 1785 ™" PS5

FR™®M 13 T 12 M UTHS, IIF PMED BILITARY -5 URCES GaId
WY, THT ~CDES WILL QPFFCT ALL MARINES SENT T°
VIFTOAY 10} THE FUTUT 8D A 3T -F THE 72,000
LEATHES SROHS OISy STOVIUG 13 THT YAS Z "NFe
THT MATIAES CL 57D 9 W9 THTID 575 LATS FIRD SyPP Rt
BASES sa AY AT TSR IATTLY STACTD Ty Th
STAYD & WY UNQU"TF I8 & STHI-DCFENSIVE P STURE,
AB-yT 18 aaz LEATHTT OFCKS ARE INV LVED IN THE.

FULL “UT. S°URCES SAID THE 33 MARINE PTGT WHICH 13

HEAMED F-7) THE U5, WILL LEAVE VIETEAM BY “CT15.
THT ATH PR6T WILL A°RIVE %  KINAWA BY CT 31, T4
30 RIVISLH (GAPBLE) WILL REP PT T Ty €GAPDLY),
STUPCES TALY TH UDER ISSUES Y THE PEWIAC K
TARLITR THIS % OTH 13 ?FFEC?IVr IMMEDIATELY. THE
12eMTH Prﬂz ‘D IS UFASUNED 7O M THE DAY A 5 LDIES
LEAYTS THE UaSe T THT DAY o GETULGe HUNDREDS -F

. BATTLE~WI ﬁ“? Lnﬁfﬂtp“"CK 3EAJWQILF CoHTINUED T

(GA"BLF) AT THE DEMILITARIZND Z°H4F Iy PR Pgﬁatl i
F- THEIT “TPARTURE PR M VIETiAN. UeS. ARMY, JavY
AND AIR FRCE ALEZADY SFOVD 18«M UTH T YRS, BUT
SYRCES Gaxﬁ “ARY F THEM ARE 8°W LEAVISG VIETNAM
W~ T° FUN WEERS BEF PF TYCIR SCHYDULED P TATI W
DATES, THE #,5. S UFCE3 SAID MAST LEATHER 4ECKS uH
HAVE SPSUT AT LIAST 19 % uTHS WITH THE 18T AT 1IN0
DIVISI™Y AT DAUAHG WILL BE TPANSFEPRZD T TH 3D
MAR 16F “TIVISI 4 WHICH IS BRING QITHDRAWH F2-n
vir "Tual, THE DIVISI 4'S5 9TH PEGT WAS PINEPLYED T-
"RITAWA In JULY ADD AUGUSY (GQ“BLE‘) THE PULL~UT
"F THF FI-ST 25, Eﬂu UeSy TR 'PS FRM VIETHAM, THE
MARIURS DAPID wxrnﬂinaL WA PR OMPTTD BY THE 1)eSe
CMMAKT®S DESIIE T MIHIMIZY THE LENGTH °F ?IM” 17%
TR-"PE W ULD BF VULYERABLE T ATTACK. THE G MMAND
ALS™ WAZ °T ANXI US T HAVD T SEaD ITS M2y INT
C~MBAT DUPING THEIR FInal DAYS IN VIETHAM, THE
SAURCET SAID, UNGY TE
2, IﬁF‘PmATI 4L SERVICES FFICTR, €L TEOMAY,
CALLY™ 11 LaMB 4 THF EVEsLNG °F 22 EP mﬁ ;;DV!SEB
YIM. THAT HE HAD FILED A 5T 2Y WHICH WA: I VI'barli-n
°F THE STANDING MACV INSTPUCTI NS T  THE PRESS SIMCE ¢ (/)

- FUTURE TR""P m VEMENTS WERE INV LVED,
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FOLLWING THIS DISCUSSI Lans INFRMED AN THiR
TEber e & "WBATY INF PMATI N BURTAU THAT N 20 SEP
HE HAD BEE4 GIVCQ A BACKG® UMD BPITFING BY LTGEY ZAIS
AN THAT HF HAD BEES GIVSG GENEDAL INF RMATI N Colie
ColuIg B PoATgRT 14 XXIV C'RPS AFTSR THE DEPARTURE
“F_ THE 3D PACIST DIVISL Wiy e LAMG FURTHER STATED
THAT THIS I4FPUATI B WAS GIVEZ T HIN FF THT RUCRD
A 1y STICTZST € FFIDECE,
4, i RDER T° ASCEPTALJ H W WUCH LUF RMATI N HaD

CBEREU GIVE T MR, LAND, 1 IMMEDIATELY € LTACTED LTGREE

ZAIS AGD TQUESTED HIS C-MMENTS § HE SC™PE AND C HNTEHT

-1 THE BACKE” "URD BRIFFING GIVEN T Lanmm,

Se LTGE ZALS INF EMED ME THAT THE MAIN P 1HT C-VERFD
WAS THY FFFECT THE PEDSPL YHTHT F THT 30 MARDIV W ulD
HAVE i THE TACTICAL SITUATI © IN XXIV CRPS. AT &°

CTIME WEDT DATES MESTICHTD © A TIMT SCHEDULT GIVEH,

LTGEH ZAIS P INTED UT TH&TV“BVI‘USLY WE ¥-uLD 4T BE
ABLT T™ MAINTAIN UNITS IR aALL F THE PRESTUT L CATI S
THAT WE A" T W ABLE T  WITH A DECPEIASE 1IN CMBAT
STRENGTH AN IT WILL BE RECTSSARY T° C ﬁG»ﬂTRAT"'”UP
STREYGTH CL"SET T THE P-PULATED ATEAS 'F THE TW"
PRVINCER, HIS 14 TUPH WHOLD MEAW THAT A CERTAIN

P RTIN F THT WPSTERN PAST F THE o ¥ ULD BE MRE
LIGHTLY DIFSIDER, BY GIVING UP THE PrQUIRENTST T
MATRTATN FIXED qﬂay 14 THE QP PULAT™D A""A. LTGEN 2als.
EXFLATNED WE W ULD GIVE GRatTER PP TECTI 8 F THE
PPULATI " AlD AT THE SAME TIAE FRER FRCES °F TH2
ISIST AR PNE 7 P BOTTER UST I AN alen Bl!” 2 LFe

IT UAS FMFHASIZED THAT THIS D 58 8 T MEAN UE w™ULD TURN

T BACKS T THT WESTERY P PTI % EYT W ULD MARL 57

R i SURVEILLAKCF LN PaTe L CAFABIII?Y T™ TUSURE THAT
THE ENEMY DOFS 0°T BUILD UP st LESTED, ALS " 1T yaS
N i 420 UT THATIF A TWPEAT “H-ULD DEVEL F 4T wryuLd

HAVE THE C¥BAT P #ER 'F THE AIR@"BILE TR PS 17

CCOUNTER MHTOT STOESSARY

- Ge THE PRPOSE F TYIS Bﬁchﬁ“ uns BRIEFLNG WAS T

GIVS LAMB 8 CLEAT UUDFRSTAN . ING ~F THT "ITUATI Iy

XXIV C™PS JITH THS A%Y UNCED "IDCPL YNENT F THT 3D
ManS IV, 1 THIS YaY IT WaS H PED THAT THE PTSSIBZLETY

oF FU@“R aiD CPTCULATI & 67 WIAG INT  dEYS ARTICLES
CAULD BE AVTIDID, .

7« THE IHF OMAL-4 GIVEY ﬂ”. LAMB AT THE BACKGR “yid

B IEFIN6G N ES a1 APPuAF T UE THE 5 USCE F'R HIS ARTICLL
“F 22 STP, HWEVER BaSED .~} PAST DIFFICULTIES wITH M.
La¥B, Tqﬁf" 15 4 970 G p SBIBILITY THAT HE HAS FILED
wILL FIL’ STPY IN o UNECTI N WITH THE I4F PMATI N

PP ~VIDED Hlﬂ. C-NSEQUENTLY I AM FUPRISHING Y~y THIS.
IGFPMATI "N &° THAT YU WILL § T BY CAUGHT FF GUARD,
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