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FOR TOWNSEND FORM NICKERSON
ROSSON WAS HERE 30SEP

17.\)( CG III MAF 020820% 6CT69 (S) ¢p-+
FOR TOWNSEND FORM NICKERSON
ABE WAS HERE -~ 25SEP

18. CG III MAF 031000Z OCT69 (C) GP"?‘
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29.!)§ CG III MAF 101440Z OCT69 (C) 5;72‘7/ g
FOR JONES INFO WILSON FROM DOOLEY
RETURN OF RLT-3 TO CONUS

31.U( CG TIT MAF 1209107 0CT69 (s) EvES oty GFP-F
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY ®KE INTEL STAFF OFF TO HQ III. MAF
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SFORGUNNFROMNFECRERSON
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347 X cG III MAF 1500402 OCT69 (U)-
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
OASD (PA) NEWS RELEASE NO 785-69

35. L}<&G IIT MAF 151635z OCT69 (U)
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INOIDENT IN AMERICAL DIV

36. lj)(ce III MAF 1608322 0OCT69 (U)
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT

37LL/</CG III MAF 1613202 OCT69 (U)

FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT
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38. \X/CG IIIWM§F¢¥7084OZ OCT69 (U) EYES ONLY. R o '\
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
'MORATORIUM INCIDENT (READDRESSAL OF CG III MAF 1608322 0CT69,

CG III MAF 1603592 AND COMUSMACV 170143X OCT69) i

5§g.vaCG III MAF 170841Z -OCT69 (U) EYES ONLY
| FOR COOKSEY FROMMNICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT

40. CK?G IIT MAF 171317Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY G 3
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY
ASSIGNMENT OF INTELLIGENCE OFFICER TO III MAF

e e T T TR T T TI TS U T TS
FOR=BRINGEE=T RO NTCRERSON
B o o ravs o]
42.UK/;G III MAF 180930%Z OCT69 (S) EYES oNLY Gf—-

FOR ZAIS FROM NICKERSON
DEEP SBRVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY

43, \)/CG IIT MAF 1811107 OCT69 (S) EYES oNLY GP~%
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON ,
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY

44 CG III MAF 181158Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY éSDN
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY

46.l¢ﬁéc III MAF 190030Z OCT69 (S) 6?7"5/

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
ASSESSMENTS OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS FOR TRANS-

DMZ ' OPERATIONS REQUESTED AT WIEU OF 27SEP69

47. yACG III MAF 1914197 OCT69 (C) 6:73“‘%
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
MILCON PROJECT C216, ENLISTED BARRACKS, CAMP HORN

48. m;éé IIT MAF 2009027 OCT69 (S)EYES ONLY G-P~f

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
SOVIET TRAWLER INCIDENT
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1./ CG III MAF 2207182 OCT69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE é%f”?(
FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON
PHONG CHAU CLEARANCE OPERATIONS (U)
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]
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FOR=RORE RPN =RROM=NEEHERE ON
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3.4 CG IIT MAF 230707z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY 6 P-4t
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
* LETTER FROM UNIDENTIFIED VC UNIT

4.~} CG IIT MAF 2307082 OCT69 (U)
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE BROADCAST, . ICTZ

5.9/ CG IIT MAF 2402442 OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY c7-f
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
122MM ROCKET INCIDENT AT 3DMARDIV

6..'C6 TTT MAF 2501167 0CT69 (5) EYES oNLy 77
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSAL OF LETTER FROM VC UNIT

8.uﬁ/cc III MAF 2602142 OCT69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE McEO GT-
FOR FEELEY FROM DOOLEY
ACTIVATION OF FIRST SERVICE BATTALION
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SFERE T/FMP MEEN TOWNSEND FROM LTREN NICYERGON
WISTT OF DEPCOMICSWMACY TO ICT7 3MSEPRS

A, COMUSMACY 32247 DTG 3a11a57 MAYRD
1, FOL SIBMITTED IAW PEF A,

2. CFN ROSSON ARP DNA BASE NPS 3AA933H SEPLY, WAS

MET Bv LTCEN NICKE® SON AM ESCORTED TO Yo IYT MAF,
AFTFR A BRIEF.CALL ON THWE Cc@, GEN ROSSON WAS PR IEFED
By 171 MAF STAFF, 0-3 2 n-4 ON XEYV ASPERTS OF KEVSTONE
CAPD TNAL, FOL THE BRIEF, fEM ROSSON ASKED AROUT
SENSA® CPUFRARE IN THE NMICTZ RECON AREA AMD QIER IED
TUF PATINNMALT USFD TN SI7IMs THE 3D MARD TV REDEPLOYMENT
TNCTREMENT Q, ' ‘
X, AT 317179 nfEN ROCSSON AMD AEN NICKERSON DEPARTED Mn TI1

MAF F°R T CORPS MO AMD CALLED 2N MSEN TRION®, ACTINS I CORPS
COMDR, AT 3A1M57Y. ACCOMPANIED BY CEN MICKER SON, GEN TRIONE

AND BeEN MILLES, DSA T CoRPSe PEN ROSSAN PROCEFDFD TO Un

YXIV COPPS WHERW HE WAS NRT BY LTGEN ZAIS, MREN uR IGHT,, MREN
JONES AND MREN WHEEELER, FOLLOWING LUNCH AT THE COMMAND MEQS,
YY1 coepg, AFN ROGENN WAS BR IEFED BY MEMBERS OF THMF XXIV CORPS
gTeFw, C7L ROLLIFR, THE n-3, "ITLINED PLANS FOR RED ISTR IR!IT ION
AF FARCEQ DIP TN THE WITHDR AWAL OF 2D MARDIY AMD AFTER THRIR
DEPARTHPE, WF COVEPED PESPONCGIBILITIES OF ALL UNITS IN MORTHECHN

T CRPS TO INCLIMFE ta1er ABN DIV (AMY, 16T ARVN DTy, 18T BDF

S5TH INF, AND MAT 1 °C CIDR CAMP, HE TWEW BRIFWLV NOYERED OPLAM
19389, HIAW, IruT ING MTSSION, CONCEPT OF OPERAT IDNS, MARNEINMER

AND FI®EQ, DIPIme THF DISCUsSION OF MANEUER, GEN ROSON ASKED
WURDE \TUE 1%1eT ABN DIV wnn D BE LOCATED AND WAS INFOPMED THaT
TuRy worLD BE IN TVE YVICINITY OF FSR epAMDY, WEST NF SANDV AND THF

YICINITY OF AT LOC - - THIS AREA EVENTUALLY REGOMING A RECON ZONE, |
DURING THE DISCUSSION OF FIRES, GEN ROSSON ASKED WWAT WO D

REFOME NnF FGB FILLEP AFTER ¢ 7CT AMD WAS TNENRMED THAT IT wQULD
PROBAR.V BF 4 COMBIMED FIPE BASE FNR 2D a9uN BECT AMD-ue FLme, /b()
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TOLOSTNGE AF DONE HA - CUA UJIET C"MPLFX crL OSTERN, 0 16K E
RDE 5TH INF, BR JEFED ON HIC UNIT'S ACTIVITIES TO INCL'DF’ f

TASK OF =% DIFFFOERT (1€ UNITC AN CNNRD INAT TNR INGTRNCT QNS
WEOF TURM D TeCearD, DIRINA DISCUSSIAN OF THE 3D MARD IV

FEN PNRSNN ASKED WUAT THE 3D MARD TV SIRVEILLANCE CONTROL AND
MANAGEMENT P ATONN (SCAMP) WAS ANMD WHO WOULD DMDERTaYR ITC
MICSINN WEEN 7T REDEPLAVED, HIS QIESTION WMAS AMSHERED BY GFE
NICKFRQNN, AEN RNSSON WAS BR IEFED on THE PRNPOSED CHUAMAR IW
FHE XY TV OO Pe BAUNDARY PEND TNG ARR TUAL ASHORE OF THE ENT IRE
24Ty MAPINE REAT, GEN RNSSONM WAS THEN BRIEFED ON XXIV fORPS . _
PRNPASFD TAMT ICAL LNC PLAN, COL PATTON, TWE 5-2 WAS THE WEXT ~ 7
ROTEFER, HE CNYRDED VAR INUS INFORMAT ION COLLECTION ARENNIEGS o
AND EonToMFNT AUATLARLE To YY1y CORPS, GEN ROSSNN ASKED IF

1m1ST ARN DIV MAD ANY OV-1 ATR(RAFT, REN WRIRHT ANSIERED

THAT THEY WFPF TN THE TOLE RIT THE DIVISION YAD MONF, GEN BOCEQN
AQEFD UM CENGND S NN BE EMPLAMED AM WAS INFARMED THAT THEV.
H"UH‘ RF’ FMPLA[\"FW RV 1_(‘\10" D{_\W‘F DATQM C: }JFLTPQDTFD A'\‘D F‘TYE‘D

WINS ATPMPART - - LT IMATE DENGTTV chmwp BEING 507, MTEOL VALK
~F.XYTY COPPa ARTY TUEN BRIE FED NN FUNCTIONS AMD DIGPOSITYIONS
AR e Pg SARTY, DISCUSSITN FOLLOWED RERARD TNe MONTROLLING AND ’
M.FARANCE PRNCED[RES, DEVELOPING AND EYPLOTTINS TARGRT /TNFOR.

MATTON, AND MI\TF‘?“LLTW‘ LATRCRAFT FNTFQIN(‘ THE ARFEA, LTenL STEIN

PDFQF’N"FD TUF r-4 PORT INN NF THF BR IFF‘TF"‘ RS TN(‘LHDF.‘ RAQF camp
DEL ACAT IOX AND D TIepnepl "R DEACSIANMENT N F REAL E‘S’TITF AFN
PAGSNN MENT INNED LECSONS LEAPNED IN IV CORPE, AND P-4

ANSUMERED TUAT WE "HAD THUAT WATER TAL, C=4 1rg I«r 10 SnPPORT

PLAN UTTLIZINS TAN MY WAS P‘?FQEWED BASED 1'"™ON EUENT 1Al

TUE pEw AD‘”‘ aF NPERAT TON, DISIRIBITION DF FORCES, MICSIOHN

AND TASKS, FMPUAGIC WAS m ACED ON PHVSICAL LNCAT Im‘ OF TF‘-‘ i
INITGS AMD FACTLTIT IES AUYATL ABLE AT opDANG TRI MEF N NR T"HT R
COMMENTED THAT MF wNhILD BE SEXDINR <OME A TR Ac‘:r'[ TO"’* M‘P TF’ T g
PUT AT THIS TIMF COWMLD NOT COMMENT QF THE ExarT PAFYM"F GEN :
Dnaeny ASKED Wen yoILD RE AT DOM HA-DN WAS TOLD.TME 12QTV¥ -
peTV P, oD ADUN PEAT, ST ARYN DIV Ha (FWD) A!\‘D 3D Cf‘DM EBTH
Ay, ”PFN D IsCiesICN F'?L' OWED DEALING MATNLY WITH C“MTROL AND
ArORD TNATIAN AF FIPES To INCLIDE nTR, ARTY, AND MAVAL A PNEIRE
YITY APDPPNPR JATE LTIAISON AND NTP"’L T~ peING PMITS,

4, REN PNagAN DEPARTED PHU BAI'FOR DANANE Z31545H AMD DEPARTED
NANANE FNR cq]jﬂnm AT 22215357 '

T e /€ 1)
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FM Cg III MAF ]
TO COMUSMACY | I

ZEM - 7
SECRET /FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO ICIZ 25SEP 1989
A. COMUSMACV 32267 DTG 3911652 MAYES
le FOL SUBMIITED IAW REYX A.
2. GEN ABRAMS ARR BASE OPNS 'DANANG 25@829H SEP WHERE
He WAS MeT BY CG III MAF AND CG XXIV CORPS. PARTY
PROCEEDED IMMEDIATELY TO III MAF BRIEFING ROOM FOR A
PRESENTATION BY XXIV CORPS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF OPLAN
]85-69. THt FORMAL BRIEFING DEALT GENERALLY WITH THE
CONCEPT OF 3D MARDIV REDEPLOYMENT, REPOSITIONING OF
OTHER XXIV CORPS ELEMENTS AND ARVN FORCES. THE BRIEFING
WAS CONDUCTED BY COL ROLLIER, US ARMY, G-3 XXIV CORPS.
THE FOL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS OCCURRED DURING THE
BRIEFING

A. GEN ABRAMS e WHAT ABOUT THE PHASED REDEPL OYMENT
OF THE 4TH MARIN®S? ANSe A ‘BN ON 5 OCTy 22 OCT AND

5 NOv ALTHOUGH DATES ARE NOT YT FIRM.

. B. GEN ABRAMS: REFERRED TO INFO IN THE BRIEFING

AND ASKED QUOTE WHERE DID LAMB (DAVIv LAMB, UPI REPORTER)
GET THIS DOPE UNQUOTE? GEN ZAIS REPLIED THAT HE JUST
DIDN'T KNOW -- THAT LAMB MUST HAVE PuUT PIECES TOGETHER.

C. GEN ABRAMS: AT WHAT TIME DOES GEN JONES RE~-
LINQUISH RESPONSIBILITY AS A COMMANDER? GEN ZAIS
ANSWERED, ON ORDER, DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF NOV. HE
REPEATED THE TENIATIVE DATES THE 4TH MARINES WERE
PHASING OyT. GEN ABRAMS: AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY ARE
BEING TRANSFERRED BY STAGES ON THESE DATES? GEN ZAIS .
REPLIED, YES SIR. !

D. GEN ABRAMS: IS THE ST ARVN DIV GOING TO ESTAB- |
LISH AN ADVANCE CP? GEN ZAIS: NO AUTH FROM SAIGON
PRESE wiLY. WE MUST DO SOWMETHING AROUT THIS.

E. GEN ABRAMSe WE NEED COLOCATION OF THE |SI OF
THE 5TH AND ST ARVN DIV. GEN ZAIS: UONG HA WILL BE
POIWI OF COORDINATION FOR 2D ARVN REGT, ST OF THe 5TH :
AN 1ST ARVN DIV FyD CP IF AyTH. 1 WILL LEAVE |ST OF THE ;
S5TH AT QUANG TRI. I NEED A GEN OFFICER IN THAT AREA.
MAY PLACE ARTY COMUR AS AREA .COORDINATCR., THIS IS ONE .
REASON I WANLED TO TALK LO GEN MILDREN ABOUT NEW CORPS /77
ARTY OFFICER. .

/777
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C—

PR

3. POSI-ERIEF DISCUSSION PERIOD s
A. GEu 2A4ISs WANT TO GIVE UP VANUY (VCB) BUT MysT
MOVE MAI LOC VILLAGE. WILL TAKE FIVE vAYS. WANT TO
ESTABLISH NEW FSB AT CARROLL ON SITE OF OLD FSB. HE
DISCUSSED LONG RANGE ARTY CAPABILITIES FROM FSB CARROLL
AND FSB FULLER.
Be GEN ZAIS: POSED THE QUESTION COF MARINL AVIATION
SUPPORT LEFT T0 SUPPORT ARVWN aND ST OF THE 5TH. WITHOUT ’
USMC SUPPORTN REGUIREMENTS WOULD~ OVERLOAL. 18)ST HELO - ..  — -

'RESOURCES. AFTER CG IIL MAF UECIDES WHAT HE CAN PROVIDE,

WILL ASK FOR ADDILIONAL SUPPORT IF NZEDED.

© C. GEN NICKERSON: DISCUSSED TWO MEDIUM AN OHE
LIGHT s@DNS AT PHU BAI. HAD NOI wECIUED EXACTLY. STAFF
IS LOOKING INIO TH: PROBLEM. WILL LET GEN ABRAMS KUNOwW.
DESCRIRBED RECON ELEMENTS THAT wILL COVER VACATED AREAS.
NOT AS SiRONG AS VELTA FORCE BUT wILL HELP. STATED PLAN
T0 INCREASE SENSORS AND USE AUTOMATIC READOUT DATA TO
SHOOT |7oMM GUNS FROM FSB'S. :

D. GEN ZAIS STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF AIR READOUT FrOR

A/C IN PLACE. RESIDUAL CAPABILITY WwITH OTTERS ANV AN

"EXPRRIMENI AL TOWER. G=2 IS WORKING WwILTH BGEN BURKE,
- (Dc/S, PLANS [II MAF) ON SENSORS. MUCH 10 BE UONE,

L. GEW LALS3: DISCUSSED CONCEPL OF ROAD NETS FROM
QL-1 TO ALL Fos'S 10 PRECLUDE HELO REQUIREMzNI DURING
MARGI NAL WEATHER Any WOULYU REQUIRE LESS FylTURE helLO
SUPPORT FOR ARVN. NeXy STxP IS FOR LINE OF SIGHI
READOUTS BETWEEN FSB*S AND SENSORS WITH A CANOPY OF FIRE
SUPFORT. ENGRS ARE DEVELOPING. |
4. GEN ABRAMS DEPARTED DANANG BASE OPHNS AT 258952H

SEP &9 FOR TSN. : :
GP-4 /7/"’/_,_,.,
620 ‘

/76
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hd ™ & *
0 BOB120L LYW LFF-1 LFF-4 B
- FM CG III MAF = o
' TO COMUSMACY \\4&
\ Em - o . ) F AT e /95\
1L OPSECR L I/SENSITIVE/LIMIIS/EYES ORLY /2 R
| FUR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN §iCKERSOS ~ s
\"ASSESSMENT OF ENEMY SITUATION IN ICTZ .

' je THE FOLLOWING ASSeSSMENT ADDRESSES THE ENEMY SITUaTIOw yHICh\
CUNFROWM1S US Inw iCiie I1HE OVERALL THEEAT REMAINS ESSENTIALLY \ﬁj.
UNCHANGED IR TERMS OF TOTAL ENEMY STRENGTHS, yNITS AD CAPABILIIILS@@,
[ THE FOCAL roInts OF kaeMr ATTENTION CORTINUE TO BE CONCENTRATEU ON 7
I'e UMZ, DANANG, HIEP DUC ANu THE BA TO-DUC PHO AREAS. I ALDITION,
Trk BNEMY RECLNTLY HAS DEMONSTRATED A SPECIAL INTEREST IN ATTACKINKG
REFUCLE SETTLEMENT LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT EASTERN QUANG NGAI FROVINCe.
{HE TMRUST CF HIS OPERATIONS HAS® REFLECTED AN ECONOMY OF FORCe
SIRATEGY. HIS ACTICNS HAVE BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY ATTACKS BY rlRe
AN HIT-AND-RUN SAPPER ATTACKS wITH PERIODIC HIGH POINTS IN WHICH
THERE IS SOME INCREAS: IN THE LEVEL OF ENENMY ACTIVITY, COMPLEMENTED
By INCREASED ENEMY POLITICAL ACTIVITY, THIS PATTERN OF MILITARY
OPERATIONS HAS BEEN ACCOMPARIED BY A STEPPED UP CAMPAICH OF TERROR,
PRCPAGANDA, ASSASSINATION, KIDNAPPINRS AND OTHER FORMS OF COERCION.
2. LOOKING AT ICIZ AS A WHOLE, THE MOST SICNIFICAKT CHANGE BY FapR
 IN THE PRESENT SITUATION IS THE REDEPLOYMENT OUT-OF=-COUNTRY OF LHE
| 3RD MARINE DIVISION AND HERE IR NICTZ IS WHERE WE HAVE OUR PRINCIPAL
CONCERN, MaJ GEN TRUONA'S BVALUA1ION IS5 ESSeENITALLY AS FOLLOWS:s
A. CAPABILITIESs THE ENEMY IS CAPABLE OF REGIMENTAL SIZE

ATTACKS ONLY IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ OR MEAR THE LAOCTIAN

FRONTIER (1. E. BASE AREA 611, FATTALION ATTACKS IN THE PIEDMONT
AREAS AND POSSIPLY COMPANY SILZE ATTACKS IN THE COASTAL PLAINS,

He COWSIDERS THE LATTER TO BE UNLIKELY. THE ENEMY CAN CONTINYE
ATACKS BY FIRE, THt USE OF MINES AND BOCRY TRAPS, ANUL SMALL
“TERRORIST ATTACKS IN THE POPULATION AREAS AT ABOUT THE SAME SCALE /

i

RS IN RECENT MONTH, THE EMEMY DOES, OF COURSE, HAVE THE CAPABIL-
"ITY FOR A LARGE SCALE, MULTI-REGIMENTAL ATTACK BUT THIS WOULD BE

IN THE NATURE OF A "o 0-OR-DIE” EFFORT AND 0T AS A RATIONAL MILI-
' TARY ACTION OR CAPARILITY, SUCH A ATTACK WOULD PROSAFLY BE AIMED
AT THE HUE-PHU BAI AREA WITH A SIMULTANEOUS ATTACK ON ALLIED 3 ¢f//
 FORCES ALOKG THE DMZ.

3AY
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b7 B INTENTIONSy GENERAL TRUONG IS AWARE OF INTELLIGENCE ;
: -REPORTS OF A POSSIBLE ENREMY OFFENSIVE I8 OCTOBER BUT CONSIDERS IT
. MORE PROBABLE THAT THE LEVEL AN TYPE OF CONTACIS WILL REMAIN ABOUT
| THE SAME THROUGH DECEMBER. THERE IS SOME POSSIBILITY THAT THE
' ENEMY MAY RISK A STRONG ATTACK AS A PRORE OR TEST OF CUR NEW DIS
POSTIONS SOUTH OF THE DMZ DURINC OR AFTER THE WITHORAWAL OF THE
SRD MARINE DIVISION, THERE 1S ALWAYS THE PDSSIBILITY, hOWEVER
REMOTE, OF A MAJOR ENEMY OFFENSIVE SOUTH FROM THE DMZ ANU EAST
FROM THE MOUNIAINS TOWARD HUE~PHU ZA4I. THIS wOULD OCCYUR OKLY IF A
POLITICAL SITUATION SHoULD ORTAIN ¥4 wHICH HANOI MAY BE LEu IO
BELIEVE THAT A FINAL DESPERATE EFFORT COULD LEAD TO & SUCCESSFyL: |
CONCLUSION OF THE WAR AND ACCORDINSLY wOULD BE WILLING TG ACCEPT
THE DESTRUCTION OF MOST OF THE FORCES INVOLVED. IN SUCH A FINAL,
- "ALL-QUT™ OFFENSIVE, THE POSSIBILIIY OF MA AIR ATTACKS SHOULs NOT
BE OVERL OOKLDe. GE# TRUONZ STATED THAT SINCE HE WAS NOT REALLY
AWARE OF THE US. CAPABILITY T0 DETECT ARD THWART AN EneMY AIR
ATTACK, HE COULD WNOT VERY WELL EVALUATE HANOI'S WILLINGNESS TO
TAKE THE RISK. NeVERTHELESS, HE BELIEVES WE SHOULD RETAIN SOME
ANII-AIRCRAFI CAPAPILITY AROUND THE PRINCIPAL POPULATION CuKTERS
AND KEY MILITARY INSTALLATIONS O THE COASTAL PLAINS. HE EXPECIS
- THAT EMEMY UNITS WILL MOVE INTO THE A SHAU VALLEY AND WESTERN
QUANG TRI AS ALLIED TROCPS wITHDRAW FROM THESE AREAS ByT THAT IT
- WILL BE MUCH EASIER TO DISLODGE THEM THIS TIME WHEN WE RETURN IO
- THE WESTERN REGIONS AFTER THE MONSGON SEASON. RE POINTS ouT THAT
IT TAKES A LONG TIM: FOR THE ENEMY TO BUILD AND SuPPLY A STROLG
BASE CAMP, SOME OF THE BASE CAMFPS DESTROYED EY THE ALLIED uUWITS
éSﬁTHIS YEAR*S WESTERN OFFENSIVES REQUIRED Tw0 TO THREE YEARS 10
' PAREQ
, C. SAPPERS: HE 1S AWARE OF THE INTELLIRENCE REPORTS oOF THE
EREMY*S EFFORTS TQ TRAIN NEW SaPPiR UNITS BUT DOES NOT BELIEVE
* THIS WILL EBE VERY SUCCESFUL. HE COMPARED ¢OOD SAPPERS TO GOOD
i SPECIAL FORCES SOLDIERS. THE NUMBER OF MiN SUITED FOR THESE SKILLS
WAS VERY LIMITED AND THAT REAL PROFICIENCY REQUIRED A VERY LONG
TRAINING PERIOD. HE NOTED THAT RECENT ATTACKS B8Y THe RewlLY
giérgzn SAPPERS WERE MNOT VERY EFFoCTIVE AND WERE VERY COSTLY TO
a NEMY. ' :
3+ I CONSIDER GENERAL TRUONEG®'S EVALUATION TO BE SOUNS AND WELL J
FOUNDED IK FACI, I BELIEVE AS HE DOES, THAT IN PREFEZRENCE ToO
MA OR OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS, THE ENEMY IS MORE LIKELY TC CONTINUE
CONDUCTING LIMITED ATTACKS O OUP FORCES IN ICTZ, STRESSING AT-
TACKS BY FIRE AND SAPPER ATTACKS ahD PLACIN® PARTICULAR EMPHASIS
ON POLITAICAL ACTIVITIES., COUPLED WITH THIS 1S THE MARKED POSSI-
BILITY THAT THe ENEMY MAY ATTEMPT T0 TEST yS AT THE EARLIEST COPPCR-
TUNE MOMENT WITH ATTACKS UP TO REGCIMcNTAL SIZE, MOST ESPECIALLY IN
THE DMZ AREA. AT THE SAME TIME, XE WILL SEEK TO DISCREDIT THE GVN
CAPABILITY TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR ITS PEOPLE. THysS, IT IS
EXPECTED THAT THE ENEMY §ILL CONTINUE HIS ECONOMY OF FORCE EFFORTS
IN ICIZ AND PROCEED WITH CAUTION AS THE PRESENT SITUATION CLARI-
FIES 1TSELF. IT 1S UNLIKELY THAT HE WILL MAKE A DRAMATIC CHANGE
IN HIS COURSE OF ACTION UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE REACTION TIME OF
US GROUND COMBAT FORCES IN ICTZ AND ON A COUNTRYWIDE BASIS HAS
| BEEN REDUCED TO THE POINT HE JUDGES TO0 BE FAVORABLE TOQ HiNe '
-~ $89 NBOTE: CEDENCE. FOR TRANSMISSICN ONLY
AN IVER DURING BORMAL HOURS.
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ST CR T T/FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON/EYES OMLY
. ZAIS SAYS ARMY WOULD LOOX BAD IF THEY DON'T CLOSE

OJT XX1V CORPS EXPEDITIOUSLY AFTER THIRD MARDIV LEAVES,

2, CMC ASKED ME ON TELEPHONT BRFORE I WENT TO OKINAWA

IF ANYTHING NEW ON THIS STAFF OR XXIV CORPS, ANSWER

WAS THAT YOt HAD RECOMMENDEDR TO HIM AND I DID NOT HAVE

KNOWLEDGE OF HIS REPLY, ;
3, WHILE WAITING PLANE REPAIRS AT CUBI PT 3 OCT, 1
VISITED THE BLT/SLF CAMP WITH RADM LAMPERT AND CQL

NAT PACE, GALLEY NEEDS RANGES AND DRAINAGE, BELIEVE A
“X00D ENGR WOULD GET &€ OR 7 ADDITIONAL 72-MAN QUONSETS

R EQUIVALENT SEA HUTS INTO THE AREA., HELOS OF SLF

WOLD HAVE TO UST SMALL ROAT REPAIR AREA, SHOULD BE NO

_PROBLEM, COL PACE WAS GOING TO VISIT BOB CARNEY THIS
WEEX TO DISCUSS, I'M TRYING TO SHAKE LOOSE SOME
BUTLERS AND WILL ADVISE,

‘4, NEW SUBRJs I WOULD LIXE TO SPRING MAJOR JESSE
A.TMAN L OOSE FROM OXINAWA TO BE MY SENIOR AIDE, HE
HAS MADE HIS PERSONAL ARRANGEMENTS AND HAS OVER TWO
YEARS THERE NOwW¢ IS DUE IN FEBRUARY ANYWAY, THIS
WOULD GIVE CAPT LEE ANDERSON A ONF=HALF TOUR CHANGE
AND GIVE ME AN AIDE I XNOW AND TRUST. HATE TO

LOSE ANDY BUT I WOULD NOT LET HIM GET FAR AWAY.
MZJOR JESSE ALTMAN, 864322, IS ©X0, SUPPLY BN,

3D FSR, HE WILL COMPLETE THIRTY MONTHS IN FEB 1978,
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR HELP TO GET HIM.

WARM REGARDS.
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: f. YOUR G3£888% 0CT 69
f. (C3 CONCUR IN THE RATIONALE CONTAINED IN REF (A)., ROWEVER,
N OVIEYW OF THE COGTINUING INPORTANCE OF TF CLEARWATER OPERATIONS
0N THE oHa VIET AND PERFUME KIVERS AND THE REDUCTION OF FORCES
i NICTZ, 1 RECOWMMEND THAT, IBITIALLY, EIGKI P3R°S BE TRANSFERRED
TC OPCORN CTG 115.1 FOR OPERATIONS IN THE CUA DAJ. AFTER & SUITABLE
PERIGD OF OPERATIONS, WE CAN KE-EVALUATE THE SITUATION TO DETERMINE
THE BEST DISTRISUTION OF PBR ASSETS CN & PERMANENT BASIS.
2. ¢C) I WILL DISCUSS THE KEDEPLOYMENT OF KaG-32 WIiTH LTGEM LAM.
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- FM CG III MAF i
TO C3 THERD MARDIY - : : |
INFO CG FMFPAC , , ‘
ZEN
CANFIDERNTI AL FOR MAJGEN JONES INFO “GEN wILSON
FROM “GEN DOOLEY
RETURN OF RLT-3 TO CONYS
Ae TG THIRD MaW 8517152 CT63
A, €6 THIRL MAv 2317717 OCT6S
1. REFS A AND © REFER, IN ADBITION T0 THE GUIDANCE S\
GONTAINED 1% REFS 4 A'D ©, TME FOLLOYING ARE NOTES THAT /) 11
HAVE BEEN TRANSMITTED OVER THE TELEPHOME AYON3 THE >
THREE OF US AWD MAVE CEEN COMPILED FOR YOUR INFORMATION., \2

G

1Y

A. CMC HAS RECNG RIZED THE DIFFICULTIES OF 0°TAINING N
THE 338 RLT PEOPLE AND HAS AUTH 4 COMPROMISE SOLUTION, g
IT 18 NECESSARY THAT RLT-3 PERSHOPMEL OBLY 7E LOADED IWN M

THE FIRST PLANE a¥D IMCLUDE 0oL SIMLIX, SSTMAJ DUDEX
A¥D THE COLOR GUARD.
3, TUE SECOND PLANE CAM INCLUTE ANYONE RETURNING.
70 CONUS FROM TME THIRD MARIRE HIuvISIoN,
- C. FOLLOWING 1S GUIDANCE CONCERMING
PERSONMEL APPEARANCE:
(1) ALL IMDIVINYALS VILL RE IN DUNGAREESS
STARCHED AND ALL OF THE SAME TYPE, (PERSONNEL SHOULD
CARRY OME SET OF STARCHED DUNGAREES 74 HANGER A=OARD
PLANE AND CHANGE SHORILY PRIOR TO LANDING AT EL TORD.)
() MELMETS, GREEN SIDE oyT, WILL "E -<ORN.
AFTER TUE CEREM™WY THEY wWILL “E PICKED uP 2Y REPS OF
THE 3TH MARDIV,. (CG 3D MAY RECOMMENDS T“AT PERSONNEL
CARRY p CUNGAREE CWER IN THEIR GEAR -- +ILL 3E ORM
AFTER STEEL HELMETS HAVE "EEN TURHED IN-
(3) RECOMMENGED THAT ACCOMMODATIONS FOR
SHAVING ATOARD THME AIRCRAFT BE ARRAMGED.
(4) PERSOMNEL wILL DE FoRMED INTO IO
COMPANIES OF 28 MEN EACH ON EACH OF THE AIRCRAFT,
¢5) COMPANY GUIDONS OR BATTALION COLORS ARE
N9T RENIRED-- REGIHENTAL COLORS ARE,. i
"(6) RIFLES wILL BE PROVEDED 2Y MCAS EL TORO |
- TO THE COLOR GUARD UP?N ARRIVAL, :
(7) THERE WILL BE NATIONAL TV COWVERASE FOR y |
THE ENTIRE CEREMONY. PERFARMANCE OF OuyR MARINES 5ILL .~ -
AE OF THE HIGHEST STAMDARDS WITH REGARD 10 P“RSON%L ’ o~
APPEARANCE AND MILITARY 2EARING
-WARM REGARDS. ' ' i
GP-4 | |
§50 NOTE: DELIVER DURING

_ YORKING WOURS.
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TO CG RMFPAC U
7EM :
S FCRFE T/FYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN EYSE FROV LTGEN NICKERSCH
ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER TO

HO III MAF , ) : '

A, CG ITII MAF 1%35387 SEP 1969

R, CG FMFPAC 1983437 SEP 69

1. IN REF A, T ADVANCED THE MATTER OF REQUESTING COMUSMACY TO
PROVINF AN ARMY COLONEL INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER AS EVENTUAL
RFLIFF FOR CANTON, BY REFERENCE B, YOU REGUESTED I yITHHOLD
ACTION TENMPQRARILY.

2., IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT HQMC IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE A SUIT-
APLE REPLACEMENT DURIMG THIS TIWME FRAME, IT APPEARS ADVISABLE THA
THE COURSE OF ACTION OQUTLINED IM REF A BE TWPLEMENTED AS SOON AR
" PRACTICARLE IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FGR AN ORDERLY TURNOVER,
3, I VQULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS BEFORE INITIATING
ACTION IN THIS MATTER, WARM REGARDS, ’

P-4
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TP 1500402 PFF-4
. TO co"mgmcv

FM CG IYI MAF

7FM -~

UNCLAS F F T O/FOR M¥GFN TOWNSENB FRDM LTGEN NICKERSON

A. OASD (PA) NEWS RELEASE NO, 7%5-69 OF 22SEP§9
1, REF A IS QUOTED FOR INFORMATIGN:

QUOTE--SECRETARY OF THE NAVY JOHN M, CHAFEE TODAY (22SEPE9)
ANNOUNCFD THE FOLLOWING MARINE COFPS ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE
FCONOMIFS IN CURRENT FISCAL YEAR EXPENDITURES:

= = DEACTIVATION OF THE STH MARINE DIVISION wITH THE
FXCFPTION OF THE 26TH. REGIMENT, WHICH IS IN VIETNAM,

-~ = A REDUCTION OF APPROXINATELY 115 MILLION IN MARINE
CORPS EXPENDITURES,

- - AN END-STRENGTH REDUCTION OF 20,388 MARINES DURING _
FISCAL YEAR 1972,

- = PLANS TO RASE ON OKINAWA AND AT CAMP PENDLETON,
CALIFORNIA, ELEMENTS OF THE 3RD MARINE DIVISION BEING
RFDFPLOYFD FROW™ VIETNAYF,

FLEMENTS OF THE STH NARINE DIVISION TO BE DEACTIVATED, :
NOW STATIONED AT CAMP PENDLETON, ARE THE 27TH MARINES, THE

- 2% TH YARINFS, ELEMENTS OF THE ISTH MAR INES- (AN ARTILLERY

\

REGI MENT, ) AND SUPPORTING DIVISION UNITS, THE 5TH MARINE
DIVIQIOM WAS REACTIVATED IN MARCH, 1066, AS PART OF THE
VIFINAM RUILD-UP,
TWO RFGIMENTS, THE DIVISION HEADQUARTERS AND SUPPORTING
UNITS ARE INVOLVED IN THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3RD FMARINE
DIVISION, THE FOURTH MARINES,. ALONG WITH DIVISION HEADQUARTERS
WILL RETURN TO THEIR HOME BASES ON OKINAWA, WHERE THEY ylILL
RFJOIN THE NINTH MARINES, WHO RECENTLY RETURNED FROM VIETNAM,
THE THIRD MARINEFS WILL RETURN TO CAFMP PENDLETON, - UNQUOTE,
2, REF A WAS RECEIVED RY THIS COMMAND BY MAIL ON AN
INFORMAL RASIS ON 110CT69, A CHECK OF ™Y COMBAT INFOR-
MATION RUREAU AND MACOI REVEALED THAT NEITHER HAD PRE-
VIOUSLY SEEN THE ABOVE STATEMENT, AND I UNDERSTAND THAT
CINCPAC HAS NOT SEEN IT EITHER, APPARENTLY THE OASD (PA)
RFLEASF OR GUIDANCE WAS NOT DISSENINATED FITHER TO
CINCPAC OR YOUR HEADQUARTERS, : ‘ ,
3, YOU MAY NOTE THAT THIS MESSAGE STATES THAT THE ATH |
VARINFS AND THE DIVISION HEADQUARTERS ARE RETURNING TO ‘
OKINAWA WHILE THE 3D MARINES ARE RETHRMING TO CAMP
PENDLETON, ON 11 OCTORER WHEN WE RECFIVED THIS MESSAGE
WE WFRF DRAFTING A MESSAGE TO YOU REQUESTING YOUR ASSIS-
TANC¥ IN DOWNGRADING THE MOVEMENT OF THE ATH MARINES TO
OKINAWA, MEANWHILE IT HAD BEEN DOWNGRADED BY OASD 19
DAYS REFORE,
4, THE AROVE Is PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION,
"Iﬂ ﬂtﬁlRDS.
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70 1516352 ZYH | . .
Ft CG III MAF | | .
TO COMUSMACY » | |
43, SRS
UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR_MGEN TOUNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON/EYES ONLY
1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

QUOTE

0 151330Z ZYH ZFF-1
FM BG: COOXSEY CG AMCAL DIV
%OMLTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
E
FOUO ACD 1857 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MORATORIUM INCIDENT
le THE INCIDENT REPORTED BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS OCCURRED
‘AT COMPANY C, 1ST BN.,, 52ND INF,, 198TH INF BDE, AT APPROXIMATELY
1038 HOURS, 15 OCTOBER ' 1969.
2, THE REPORTER, CHARLES RYAN, ARRIVED AT A FIELD LOCATION AT
APPROXIMATELY 1038 HOURS. REPORTS HERE INDICATE THAT ONE
OFFICER AND FOUR ENLISTED MEN WEARING BLACK MATERIAL TIED
AROUND ONE ARM WERE IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA., IN THE CASE OF
LT, JESSE ROSEN, PLATOON LEADER OF THE 2ND PLATOON, THE MATERIAL -
WAS A BLACK SOCK., COMMENTS MADE WERE EXPRESSED AS INDIVIDUAL
- SUPPORT OF THE MORATORIUM, THE MISSION OF THE uNIT WAS NOT
- AFFECTED BY THESE INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSIONS., THE COMPANY IS ON A
- SWEEP MISSION NORTHWEST OF QUANG NGAI CITY AND HAD SUCCESSFULLY
ENGAGED AND KILLED TWO ARMED VIET CONG PRIOR TO THE REPORTER'S
ARRIVAL AT THE COMPANY®'S LoOCATION,
3. (FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY BECAUSE I HAVE NOT YET CONFIRMED)
INFORMATION HERE REVEALS THAT LTM ROSEN®S MOTHER 1S A SUPPORTER
OF DR. SPOCK'S ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT.,
4, LT. ROSEN WAS AWARE OF THE MORATORIUM AS THE RESULT OF
A TIME MAGAZINE ARTICLE HE READ YESTERDAY., THE MAGAZ INE ARRIVED
AT THE COMPANY LOCATION 14 OCTOBER ON A SUPPLY HELICOPTER.
5. I PLAN TO GO TO THE LOCATION TOMORROW AND TALK TO LT, ROSEN,
WILL XEEP YOU ADVISED,

TNQUOTE

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER AT BEGINNING OF WORKING HOURS

360 ' ' :

¥ > &

35(1) »— "

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

R o

[l MAF FORM 5216
X - ORKGMATOR ' fRoM , »
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE : = ~ CG 131 MAF

DATE -

- 16 00T 69
.‘Z.‘.%‘:f.'{}’..}.‘.‘“"‘""“"" - [SERTAL WO/TORYROL DATE ) '
$ - SIGNATURE ) P 1688322 00T 69 COPY_NO. 2 {4 mﬂmd

~ DATE SUBJECT
poute | secrion | cooe - ] W
CG

e T3~ LGS # ool ~  HORATORIUM ING1DENT
— /5| ~ Ty |RORARKS
—DC/S "
5P
EP COR
SAICT
5/S_

b R

2l

’/Ol/lé — (3@;7;,

"ADJ
AWARDS
“CAP
T CHAP | P
1 cI1B_ Wno ,
T ComP ¢
~ DENT.
| ENGR
| FOODS.
FSEO
HQ CMDT
—INSP
“MTO
| NJA
— LOPANAL|
T orD_ |
PMO |
POSTAL |
PROTO. |
PSYOPS
ROTCE |
REPRO_|
— SIA_ |
SPL_SERV
SUPPLY |
1. SEC_
4 -TCC 1
T MAJL
SEE INSTRUCTIONS OM REVERSE

Fer 4

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDATH
1A~ A IEIEN
DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

=
: _
o '.. '.' (‘.

: .
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fM Us CG III MAF : & -
"TO coMUSMACY ' '
CZEM @ o

UNCLAS £ F T O/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSENYD FROM LTIGEW !
NICKERSON

MORATORIYUM INWCIDENT
“le THe FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE s

1‘%\‘7_*‘\

Q0 1693592 ZYH ZFF-1

M BG COOKSEY CG AMERICAL DIV

TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF

ZEM

UNCLAS E F-T G F Oy O ACD 1958 EYES ONLY

SUBJECI ¢+ MORATORIUM INCIDENT

e THIS MORNING I VISITED LZ STINSON, HEADQUARTERS OF THE |ST

BATTALIOH, 528D IWFANTRY, AND TALKED WITH THE 198TH BRIGADE

COMMANDER, THL BATTALION CCMMANDER ANu.LT JESSE ROSEN, THE

PLATOOW LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS.
2+ LT ROSEN IS AND HAS BEEN AN OUTSTANDING PLATOON LEADER AND
- HIS PLATOON HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE IN COMBAT.

3. AFTER TALKING WITH LT ROSEN AND HIS COMMANUERS AND IN VIEW
~ OF KIS OTHERWISE HIGH STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I LDO.NOT PLAN
" TO TAKE PUNITIVE MEASURES AGAINST LT ROSEW OR THE OTHER FOUR
. MEMBERS OF HIS PLATOOW. HOWEVER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAINW
. BEING CAUTIONED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM.
© 4+ IF THE SITyYUATION CHANGES IN ANY WAY, I WILL ADVISE YOU pSAP.

WARM REGARDS

-UNQUOTE ¢
2. FROM TALKING WITH GEN COOKSEY THIS. AFT&RNOON IT waAsS
HIS IMPRESSION THAT LT ROSEN HAD "DEEP REMORSE"™ FOR HIS
ACTIONS AND REGRETTED ANY UNFAVORABLE PRESb REACTIONS
WHICH MAY RESULT. '
3. 1 CONCUR IN CCOKSEY'S COURSE OF ACTION RELATIVE To DIS-
CIPLINING LT ROSEN SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY
ADDITIONAL FACTS WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT Oyl LATER.
4« FOR YOUR INFORMATION OTHER MEMBERS OF PRESS INIER-

- VIEWED LT ROSEN AFIER GEN COOKSEY LEFT HIM THIS AM.

- WARM REGARDS
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~ SLORIES BASED ON 10DAY'S INTEZRVIEWS YIIH MeMBERS OF ThE
. cO COMMANDER, PLATOON WHO ALLEGEDLY WOREL BLACK ARM BAN
" WhILe THE OTHER FOUR SAIv THEY FULLY SyUPPORTED THE

- GROUP ACLION.
. 110w BUREAU WAILE yPI COWNTINUES 10 REMAIN AT CHU LAI.

. " : ’ . . .

RO AAL | -
i Cg 111 MAF S gl s

10 COMUSMACV
LEM | .
UNCLAS £ °F 1 O/EYSS ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSENy FROM LTGE

WICKERSON

 MORATORIUM IWNCILERKI
A. CG III MAF [66%92Z OCI 69

l+ I HAVE BEEN INFOR{1eD THAT AP, UPI aNu NBC HAVE FILED

{51 Bis, 52ND INF, 198IH INF BRIG; THE BN COMMANDER, "C"

RECENEB 2
17 OCTAM.

FGUR OF THZ =IGH! WERE SOMEWHAT HAWKISH IN THEIR VIcys

(TORATORIUM. ALL INUIVIwUALS INIERVI®WED STATED Thal
THLSE WERE PeRSONMAL VIEWS Adw NOT PART OF al OVERALL

2. AP AND NBC wEPARTED FO® fHe III MAF coMBAl INFORMA-

3. APPARENILY LVERYIHING WENI AS WELL AS COULD BE

LXPECIED. IF THe WEWS MEDIA PERSONNEL FILE ACCURATE

S10RIES THIS SHOULD =iD IHe INCIVENT.

4e UKLESS ANYIHIWG FURFER UEVELOPS 10 1He CO\T?AhY

I MAINIAIN SUPPORT ANU "CONCURRANCE FOR GEWN COOKSEY'S |

PROPOSED COURS: OF AulION REFERRED TO IN REF As

WARM REGARDS
$50 NOTEs vELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
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¢ P 1723497 ZFF-4 -
~ GG I1I MAF -

i TO oG FMFPAC - .

ZEM

UNCLAS E F T O/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON

MORATORIUM INCIDENT

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR
INFORMAT ION: _ e
QUOTE: ’

0 1613207
FM CG III MAF

TO ¢OMUSMACV

» ZEM

! UWNCLAS E FT O/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN
N ICKERSON

MORATORIUM INC IDENT

A CG III MAF 168832Z OCI69

‘1. I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT AP, UPI AND NBC HAVE FILED
STORIES BASED ON TODAY'S INTERVIEWS WITH MEMBERS OF THE
1ST BN, 52ND INF, 1S8TH INF BRIG; THE BN COMMANDER, " C'
CO COMMANDER, PLATOON WHO ALLEGEDLY WORE BLACK ARM BANDS.
FOUR OF THE EIGHT WERE SOMEWHAT HASKISH IN THEIR VIEWS
WHILE THE OTHER FOUR SAID THEY FULLY SUPPORTED THE
MORATORIUM ALL INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED ST ATED THAT
THESE WERE PERSONAL VIEWS AND NOT PART OF AN OVERALL
GROUP ACT 10N,

2, AP AND NVC DEPARTED FOR THE II1I MAF COMBAT INFORMA-
TION BUREAU WHILE UPI CONT INLES TO REMAIN AT CHU LAL

3., APPARENTLY EVERYTHING WENT AS WELL AS COWLD BE
EXPECTED. IF THE NEWS MEDIA PERSQONNEL FILE ACCURATE
STORIES THIS SHOULD END THE INCIDENT.

4, UNLESS ANYTHING FURTER DEVELOPS TO THE CONTRARY,

I MAINTAIN SUPPORT AND CONCURRANCE FOR GEN COOKSEY'S
PROPOSED COURSE OF ACT ION REFERRED TO IN REF A

WwARM REGARDS

238 | 3% (1)
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0 1608327

FM US CG III MAF

TO OMUSMACY

ZEM

UNCLAS E F T O/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEW
N ICKERSON

MORATORIUM INCIDENT

l, THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION:
QUOTES

A A s

DE YSQKGD | 2890400
0 160359Z ZYH ZFF-1
FM BG cOOKSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG IIT MAF
ZEM
UNCLASE FT O F O UO ACD 1058 EYES OWLY
~TTSUBJECT: MORATORTOM INCIDEWI™ ~ 777
l. THIS MORNING I VISITED LZ STINSON, HEADQUARTERS OF THE 1T
BATTALION, 52ND INFANTRY, AND TALKED WITH THE 198TH BRIGADE
COMMANDER, THE BATTALION COMMANDER AND LT JESSE ROSEN, THE
PLATOON LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS.
{ 2, LT ROSEN IS AND HAS BEEN AN O UTSTANDING PLATOON LEADER AND
HIS PLATOON HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE IN COMBAT.
3. AFTER TALKING WITH LT ROSEN AND HIS COMMANDERS AND IN VIEW
OF HIS OTHERWISE HIGH STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I DO NOT FLAN
TO TAKE PUNITIVE MEASURES AGAINST LT ROSEN OR THE OTHER FOUR
MEMBERS OF HIS PLATOON. HOWEVER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAIN
BE ING CAUT.IONED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM
4, IF THE SITUATION CHANGES IN ANY WAY, I WILL ADVISE YOU ASAP,
WARM REGARDS

e e e

UNQUOTE: , 35/@/—
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2. FROM TALKING WITH GEN COOKSEY THIS AFTERNOON IT WAS

HIS IMPRESSION THAT LT ROSEN HAD " DEEP REMORSE" FOR HIS
ACT 1I0NS AND REGRETTED ANY UNFAVORABLE PRESS REACT IONS
WHICH MAY RESULT.

3. I ~ONCUR IN COOKSEY'S COURSE OF ACTIonN RELATIVE TO DIS-
CIPLINING LT ROSEN SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY
ADDITIONAL FACTS WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT OUl LATER.

4, FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION OTHER MEMBERS OF PRESS INTER-
VIEWED LT ROSEN AFTER GEN COO}SEY LEFT HIM THIS AM

WARM REGARDS

365

0 1791437

FM MG TOWNSEND O/ S MACV

TO. LTG NICKERSON CG ITI MAF

ZEM

UNCLAS E F T 0 MAC 1547° EYES ONLY

REFERENpES: A, III MAF DTG 160832Z 0CT 69
B. III MAF DTG 1613207 OCT 695

l. cOMUSMACV HAS READ BOTH REFERENCES.

2. HE CONCURS IN PARA 4, REFERENCE B,

3. WARM REGARDS- ' ,

g95

UN QUOTE: _
SSO NOTZ: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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FM« cG 111 MAF -
TO AMERICAL DIV o

ZEM

UNCLAS E FT WEYES ONLY FOR BGEN COOKSEY FROM LT GEN

NICKERSON

MORATORIUM INCIDENT

I, THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE QUOTED 'FOR YO UR

INFORMAT 10N

QUOTE:

0 16132072

FM CG III MAF

TO COMUSMACV

ZEM g
UNCLAS E F T O/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON

MORATORIUM INCIDENT

A CG III MAF 168832Z OCT69 ' :

. I HAVE BEEN INFORMD THAT AP, UPI AND NBC -HAVE FILED
STORIES BASED OW TODAY'S INTERVIEWS WITH MEMBERS OF THE
1ST BN, 528D INF, I98TH.INF BRIG; THE BN COMMANDER, " C"
CO COMMANDER, PLATOON WHO ALLEGEDLY WORE BLACK ARM BANDS.
FOUR OF THE EIGHT WERE SOMWHAT HASKISH IN THEIR VIEWS
WHILE THE OTHER FOUR SAID THEY FULLY SUPPORTED THE |
MORATORIUM ALL INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED STATED THAT ;
THESE WERE PERSONAL VIEWS AND NOT PART OF AN OVERALL |
GROUP ACT ION. . ' :
2. AP AND NVC DEPARTED FOR THE III MAF COMBAT INFORMA- ‘
TION BUREAU WHILE UPI CONT INLES TO REMAIN AT CHU LAI ;
3. APPARENTLY EVERYTHING WENT AS WELL AS COULD BE

EXPECTED, IF THE NEWS MEDIA PERSONNEL FILE ACCURATE

STORIES THIS SHOUWD END THE INCIDENT. :

4, UNLESS ANYTHING FURTER DEVELOPS TO THE CONTRARY, |
I MAINTAIN SUPPORT AND CONCURRANCE FOR GEN COOXSEY'S, _

PROPOSED ¢OURSE OF ACT ION REFERRED TO IN REF A ‘
WARM REGARDS

258 | | 3.?('//.
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0 168083227

FM US cG III MAF

To comMusmacv '

th

UNCLAS E F T O/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LT GEN
NICKERSOHN

MORATORIUM INCIDENT

le THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION:
QUOTE:

DE YSQKQD 1 2850428

0 16863597 ZYH ZFF-1

FM BG COOKSEY CG AMERICAL DIV

TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF

ZEM '
iﬂﬁ?NCLAS EFTO FOUOACD 1568 EYES ONLY

S o o AL b i P A b S o e et S e e e MA——I

SUBJECT: MORATORIWM INCIDENT
THIS MORNING I VISITED Lz STINSON, HEADQUARTERS OF THE 1ST

BATTALION, 520D INFANTRY, AND TALKED WITH THE -I98TH-BRIG i
COMMANDER, THE BATTALION COMMANDER AND LT JESSE ROSEN, THE

_ PLATOON LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS.

2, LT ROSEN IS AND HAS BEEN AN OUTSTANDING PLATOON LEADER AND |
HIS pLATOON HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE IN COMBAT, | r
3. AFTER TALKING WITH LT ROSEN AND HIS COMMANDERS AWD IN VIEW
OF HIS OTHERWISE HIGH ST ANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I DO NOT PLAN
TO TAKE PUNIT IVE MEASURES AGAINST LT ROSEN OR THE OTHER FOUR
MEMBERS OF HIS PLATOOM. HOWEVER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAIN

. BEING CAUTIONED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM
4, IF THE SIT UATION CHANGES IN ANY WAY, I WILL ADVISE YOU ASAP.
WARM REGARDS | 38
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UNQUOTES
2, FROM TALKING WITH GEN COOKSEY THIS AFTERNOON IT WAS

- HIS IMPRESSION THAT LT ROSEN HAD "DEEP REMORSE' FOR HIS

ACT IONS AND REGRETTED ANY UNFAVORABLE PRESS REACT IONS
WHICH MAY RESILT, ‘

3, I gONCUR IN COOKSEY'S COURSE OF ACT ION RELATIVE:TO DIS-
CIPLINING LT ROSEN SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY

ADDIT IONAL FACTS WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT OUl LATR, |

4, FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION OTHER MEMBERS OF PRESS INTER-
VIEWED LT ROSEN AFTER GEW COOKSEY LEFT HIM THIS AM.

WARM REGARDS

308

»
0 1721432

FM MG TOWNSEND C/S MACV ;
TO LTG NICKERSON CG IIL MAF |
ZEM -
UNCLAS E F T O MAC 13472 EYES ONLY
REFERENCES: A III MAF DTG 1668327 OCT 69

"B III MAF DTG 1613287 0CT 69

1. COMUSMACV HAS READ BOTH REFERENCES,

2. H CONCURS IN PARA 4, REFERENCE B.
3. WARM REGARDS-
@95

UN QUOT E2 |
550 NOTF: DELIVER D URING WORKING HOURS
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L 9w A

P 1713172 T T T e 1
FM CG-II1 MAF ' ‘ "
~T0 ¢G FMFPAC
H,ZEM
“SE o RET / EYES ONLY FOR RGEN WILSON FROM RGEN DOOLEY
ASSIGNMENT OF INTELL IGENCE OFFICER TO 1II MAF

I, 1 PROMISED YOU A MESSAGE ON THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

PROBLEM A FEW DAYS AGO AND ALSO DURING OUR TELEPHONE

CONVERSAT 10N TODAY, GEN NICHERSON HAS SENT A MESSAGE TO

GEN BUSE ON CONSOL IDAT ION OF MEAD QUARTERS WHICH ALSO

TOUCHES ON THE SAME SUBJECT. MY RECOMMENDAT ION IS THAT (
AN ARMY COL RELIEVE JOHN CANTON WHEN JOHN IS DIE TO

ROTATE IN LATE DECEMBER, KOWEVER, IF IT IS DESIRED TuaT

A MARINE REMAIN IN THIS BILLET, I WOULD NOMINATE COL

DZIALO, COL DZIALO IS A SUIT ABLE RELIEF FOR COL CANTON.

1 HAVE CANVASSED IIT MAF OFFICER ASSETS FOR A SUIT ABLE
REPLACEMENT FOR CoL DZIALO AT MACV AND FIND THAT CoL

RAINFORTH WHO PRESENTLY IS SERVING AS III MAF LIAISON OFF=-

ICER TO MACV HAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS Ge2 FMFPAC AND COILD
POSSIBLY BE ASSIGNED AS RELIEF FOR COL DZ IALO., IF COL

RAINFORTH IS NOT CONSIDERED SUIT ABLE, THE ONLY OTH:R @
ALTERNAT IVE REPLACEMENTS FOR COL DZTALO OR COL CANTON |
MUST BE REQUESTED FROM CMG 1IN THAT REGARD. INFORMAT ION

AVAILABLE THIS HEAD QUARTERS INDICATE THAT THE FOLLOWING

OFFICERS ARE POTENT IAL CANDIDATES AND ARE ELEGIBLE FOR

TRANSFER IN NEAR FLF tRE, COL FOREST . HUNT NOW SERVING

AT MCE&DC QUANT ICO AND LTCOL WILLIAM WENTWORTY COLOMEL
SELECTEE NOW SERVING AT HQWG EITWER COWLD FILL THE III X)llm
" MAF BILLET OR THE MACV BILLET ALTHOUGH DZIALO WOILD BE /\ \IE
THE BEST CHOICE FOR III MAF. 2™ Recwd
2, TIME ~ONSTRAINTS MAY MILIIATE AGAINST MOVING DZIaLO rq 18 gcn
TO IYI MAF BECAUSE OF DOUBLE SHUFFLES REGQUIRED, UNLESS = i
RAINFORTH IS ACCEPrABLE, IF DZIALO COMES HERE, HE ) |
SHOULD ARRIVE AS SOON AS POSSISLE TO PREPARE FOR TAKING 6/\ '
OVER AS III MAF G-2, ‘ |
3, I HAVE MOT APPROACMED MACV ON THE POSSIBLE TRANSFER 677151
OF DZIALO AND WILL NOT UNTIL WE HEAR THAT THIS IS THE -2
ROUTE YOU wOWD LIXE US TO FOLLOW I wOULD PREFER NOT

TO STIR THE MACV POT UNTIL WE HAVE A FIRM PLAN IN MIND.

WARM REGARDS,

GR3 : i
SS0 NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS 410(//

—
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CONSOLIDATION OF THE II1 MAF HQ AND XXIV CORPS

ae YOIR LTR TO CHAPPY DATED 15 SEP 1969

l. AS YOU KNOy, WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPING A
PLAN ON THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE HQ OF III MAF AND XXIV
CORPS. WE EXPECT TO SUBMIT THIS TO GEN ABRAMS IN EARLY
NOV AND WE wILL BRIEF YOy ON IT DURING YOUR NEXT VISIT.
MEANMYHILE wITH THE DEPARTURE OF THE 3RD ,MARDIV, THE

XXIV CORPS Hg HaS BECOME QUITE VISIBLE aAND ITS RE-
DUNDANCY IS OBVIOUS. IT IS g MATTER OF TIME yNTIL THIS
ISSUE yILL COME TO A HEAD AND AT THAT TIME THE HQ WILL
H"VE TO GO, I AM SURE. IT WOULD APPEAR TO ME THAT aN
APPROPRIAT TIM FOR THE DEACTIVATION OF XXIV CORPS

WwOULD BE ABOUT 15 DEC. THIS yOULD GIVE US SUFFICIENT
TIME TO PLAN FOR AND EXCUTE THE DEACTIVATION SUBSEQUENT
TO THE DEPARTURE OF THE 3D MARDIV. :

o SIMILARLY, I BELIVE THAT THE CONTINUATION oF A

MARINE LTGEN AS CG SHOULD BE DECIDEDe DO WE WANT TO TRY
TO RETAIN THIS COMMAND FOR ANOTHR YEAR OR NOT? WHILE

IT wOULD BE CHﬁPPIE S DECISION I wOULD THINK THAT IT IS
NOT PROBABLE (NOR DESIRABLE) THAT III MapF HOLD ON TO THIS
BILLET SUBSEQUENT TO MY DEPARTURE. I BELIEVE THAT WE
SHOULD GIVE SERIOUS THOUGHT TO GIVING IT UP TO THE ARMY
FOR REASONS YOy STATED. IF THIS 1S ACCEPTED AS A VALID
PLANNING FACTOR THEN WE COULD PREPARE FOR AMALGAMATION

OF THE TyO HQS SUBSEQUENT TO THE DEACTIVATION OF XXIV
CORPS AND "IN ANTICIPATION OF THE MARINE CORPS GIVING UP
THE BILLET wHEN I AM DETACHED. A RECOMMNDED TIME

FRAME FOR ME TO TURN QVER CMD HERE COULD BE 1-15 MARCH. ‘ ‘
3e THIS LEADS INTO ANOTHER PROBLEM AND RELATES TO : . o
REL IEF OF PRESENT INCUMBENTS. AS YOU xNOW, TOM MILLER ;

N NT FO . '
S5oOMMLR, 0", U7 IBEG,05 A, YIRRICRS BEPbACIENT Sgpgmorer

HOWEVER, IF THIS AMALGAMATION IS T0 BE COMPLETED WHEN 1 5
LEAVE IN MARCH, I wOULD THINgK IT TO BE ACCEPTABLE FOR AN f
ARMY BRIGADIER TO RELIEVE GEORGE, PROVIDING I COULD

CHOQSE HIM. I yOUWLD THEN RETAIN LEO AS MY G-3 AND HE

wOULD REMAIN THE G-3 OF THE NEw HQ UNTIL HE IS REPLACED

IN JUNE. TOM MILLER yOyLD BE XCESS TO THIS HEADQUAR-

TERS. HE COyULD BE ASSIGND AS AwC 1ST MAW. OF COURSE THIS IS

- QNLY OME OF MaNY PERSONNEL ACTIONS WHICH wOULD BE REQUIRED -367,)

A#D 15 BERTIONED TO POINT OyT THAT WE HAVE A PROBLEM WITH WHICH

. wE-88ST COME TO GRIPS IMMDIATELY.

=2l
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“ 4o 1 SPECIFICALLY NEED GUIDANCE AND AT THE EARLIEST.
IN ONE CASE 1 aM REQUIRED TO ADVISE ABE ON THE BEST yaY
TO SOLVE A PROBLEM. AT THE SAME TIME ANY SOLUTION I
. OFFER HIM MUST HAVE YOURS AND CHAPPY'S APPROVAL AND WILL
| HAVE AN EFFECT ON PERSONNEL ACTIONS YOUR ARE PRESENTLY
DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING. YOUR LEITER (REFERENCE
(A)) HAS ALERTED HIM TO THE PROBLEM,
5 1 AGREE 4ITH YOUR LETTER TO CHAPPY ALTHOuGH THE
SMALL HQ WILL POSE A PROBLEM. WE ARE MAKING PLANS FOR
» SMALL HQ TO BE GEMNERATED OUT OF III MAF ASSETS TO
~SSUME OPERATIONAL CONTROL AND PRESERVE THE INTGRITY
OF OUR DIVISION/yING TEAM. I BELIEVE THE €6 SHOULD BE 7
.. MGEN WHO couLD ﬁ LSO SERVE AS DEPUTY ce QF THE NEY L
“AMALGAMATED COMMAND., IN THIS REGARD, I AW CONCERNED WITH ™~
THE DEGREE OF CONTROL THAT THIS STAFF wOULD PERFORM.
AS YOU POINTED OyT, wE COULD NOT MAXE IT SO LARGE AS TO
CONTRAVENE THE INTENT OF THE III MaF AND XXIV CORPS
CONSOL IDATION. AT THE SAME TIME, I REMEMBER HE GROWING
PAINS YyE HAD WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE III MAF HQ WHEN
wE UNDER ESTIMATED yHAT wOULD BE REQUIRED. IF IT 1S
GOING TO BE OPERAT IONAL, IT NEEDS A CAPABILITY. WHILE I
AGREE WITH YOUR PROPOSALS, IT IS NOT GOING TO BE EASY.
6. I THINK IT IS APPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME TO ADDRESS THE
. INTELLIGENCE OFFICER SITUATION AGAIN. CANTON WILL LEAVE
. IN LATE DEC UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES AND AS YOU KNOW
wE ARE HAVING DIFFICULTIES FINDIMG A MARINE INTELLIGENCE.
OFFICER TO REPLACE HIM. I THINK THAT AN APPROBPRIATE
SOLUTION yOuLD BE TO RELIEVE HIM yITH AN ARMY INTELLIGENCE
OFFICER. THIS WOWD LEAD INTO THE AMALGAMATION OF THE
. HQ AND I THINK IT WOULD BE A GOOD SOLUTION WHETHR WE
' AMALG AMATE OR NOT.
. 7o PLEASE DON'T THINX THAT I AM ATTEMPTING TO INFLUENCE
» MAJOR PULL OUT OF THE MARINES OR OF III MAF. I DO
SEE THE HANDWRITING ON THE WwaLL AND I THINK THAT EARLY .
MARCH WOULD BE AN APPROPRIATE TIME FOR THE MARINES TO
- TURN OPERATIONAL CONTROL OVER TO THE ARMY. IF WE WAIT
. aNY LONGER, I AM SURE IT WILL BE TAKEN FROM uS, -
8 I1F WE DO awAY wITH XXIV CORPS ON 15 DEC I HAVE NO
IDEA yHAT THE ARMY wOULD DO WITH MEL ZAlIS DURING THE
ENSUING PERIOD UNTIL EARLY MARCH, HOWEVER, I CONSIDER
'\ THAT TO BE GENERAL ABRAMS PROBLEM. THE POSSIBILITY
|  COULD ALyAYS EXIST THAT A PROPOSAL WOyLD BE MADE FOR
ZAIS TO COME DOyN HERE IF XXIV CORPS IS DISESTABLISHED
. oN 15 DEC AND FOR ME TO BE REPLACED. I PERSONALLY THINK
THAT WOULD BE A MISTAKE AND THAT I SHOULD STAY UNTIL
THE END OF MY TOUR.
9. AS I MENTIONED EARLIER. WE WELL BRIEF YOU DURING %
YOUR NEXT VISIT. ANY GUIDANCE YOU CAN GIVE ME AT THAT TIME |
wOULD BE MOST WELCOME. PLEASE REMEMBER THAT I AM

SUBMITTING A PAPER TO ABE ON OR ABOYT 1 NOVEMBER SO
THERE ISN'TAMU H TIME LEFT.

I waRM REGARDS

- GP-3 : -
SSO MOTE: DELIVER DURING wORKING HOURS.
0o

—— T T - N
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TTI MAF DETF SURVTTLLANCE Al D wECONNAIQSANCE STUDY

A. C2 ITT WAF LTR CERIAL 7%1699-69 QF 22 SFP 69

5. YOUR PFB 1977 DTG B161457 0CT €9 SI-HELD BY 6-2

1., APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PLAN FOR DEEP RECON-
NAISSAMCE AND SURVEILLANCET ( SRC) GPERATIOMS (REF A), AND YOUR
PECAMMEMDATIONS WY TT QuoULD NOT T TMPLEMENTED IN ¥X¥IV CORPS
YTTHOUT SOME BCDITICATIANG,

2. COMCUR THMAT VOUR V'FANQUAPTFERS W1 THER OTATE CADATILITY AMD
CCITATYICT To TIPLOY ALL AVATLATLE "770%NATSSACT AND SURVETL-/R
LAMCS RWSCHRCTS IM RECPCIQF WCOTF TC YOUS W LFINS A%D 1Yy TR
LIrmgs COLLECTION PEOUIRFMTMTC, RFEASSUSTD THWAT YOU CA™Y VAMDYS
THT DICOM [GSANGE AND SURVETILANGE SRRT LTTU SoUR GREA - Tolm 18““’-‘
RECONNATSSANCE AND SURVFILLANCE AQSETS, T TMTTIR To ASSUIY P
ADCON OF THT ZD-FORCT PECCNVATISSAMCT CONMPANY OM OR ABOUT 22 \ %
OCTORT™R 1969, FOLLOWING RTDEPLOYMENT CF THE 2D FARIME TIVISIOY
OUT OF COUMTRY, FOR IMFQORI'ATICN, I PLAN TO RELOCATE THE 2D
FORCE RECONNATISSANCE CONMPANY TO PHU PAT WITH PARINF HELG ASSETS
AND EMPLOY THEN Thi QUAME MAM AND QUANC TIP PROVINCES.

3, WARM REGARDS,

np-3
SSO MOTEs DrLIVER DURIME FIRST DUTY HOURS
o1 @ ,
5(7\//7
é‘gr L/ & r
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FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS -

- TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF ;
7EM L o .- . SECRET

S ECRETPHB 1977 EYES ONLY
SURJ: TIII MAF DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNA ISSANCE STUDY
RFF: LTR, HO, IIT MAF, SUBJ AS ABOVE, CITE NR 80169969, DTD
22 .QFP 69, ,
I, T HAVE CAREFULLY STUDIED THE REF PLAN FOR DEEP RECONNA ISSANCE
AND SURVETLLANCE (RgS) OPERATIONS AND THOUGH IT APPEARS
SOUND IN CONCEPT I RECOMMEND IT NOT BE IMPLEMENTED IN
XXIV CORPS WITHOUT SOME MODIFICATIONS IN THE CONTROL MECHANISMS,
2+ NATURALLY T FEFL TWAT MY HFADAQUARTERS HAS THE STAFF,
CAPARILITY AND COMPETENCE TO RMPLOY ALL AVA ILARLE R&S RFSOURCES
IN RESPONSFE ROTH -TO OUR OWN NEEDS AMD YOUR IMTELLIGENCE
COLLECTION REQUIREMEMTS, OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE DELTA FORCE
HAS, IN My OPINION, PROVEN THE VALUE OF NORMAL CONTROL AWND
COORDINATION CHANNELS IM DEEP R&S OPERATIONS. I KNOW
OF MO INSTANCE IN WHICH SIGMIFICANT INTELL IGENCE ACQUIRED BY
DELTA FORCE HAS NOT BEEN PASSED QUICKLY TC YOUR STAFF, AND
I PELTEVE THE TARGETING OF DELTA RECON TEAMS HAS REEN
RESPONSIVE TO YOUR NEEDS.,
3, OME ASPECT IN PARTICULAR QOF THE DEEP R&S CONCEPT IN REF
STUDY GIVES ME CONCERN, THE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) AND PARTICULARLY ITS
ATR CAVALRY SQUADROMN, ARE WELL CONFIGURED FOR QUICK, FORMIDABLE !
RFACTION TO ENFMY INCURSTONS ACROSS THE YESTERN DMZ AND THE LAOTIAN
.2CRDER, MULTIPLE, SMALL III MAF RECON ZONES IN THOSE
ARFAS WCULD INHIBRIT SWIFT REACTION, AND IN MY QOPINION,
A LARGE, PFRMANENT SURVEILLANCE AND RECON 7ZOMNE ( SARZ)
oULD SERIOUSLY RESTRICT OUR REACTION CAPABILITIES,
4, I wWoULp, OF COURSE, BE DELIGHTED TC EMPLOY THE KARINE FORCE ;
PFCONMN CCMPANY IM XXIV CORPS A0, I HAVE SEEN IT IN OPERATICN .
ALONG WITH THE RECON TEAMS OF THE 2D MAR PECON BN AMND I KNOY ;
THESE TEAMS TO RE AS EFFECTIVE AS THEY ARE GALLANT,. I ;
: AM CONVINCED HMOWEVER THAT DIRFCTION, COORDINATION AND SUPPORT
OF THESF DEFP ReS QOPFRATICNS WOULD EE ENKANCED UNDER
OPEPATIONAL CONTROL OF XXIV CCRPS IN THE USUAL MANNER,
.5, WARM RTGARDS,
L P-4
SSO NCTF: FIRST AVATLARLT NUTY YQURS
b 43(1)
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FM CG III MaF

TO SSO XX IV CORPS

ZEM

SE CRE T/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

111 MAF DEEQ SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY

re CG III MAF LTR SERIAL @01899-69 OF 22 SEP 69

B YOUR PHB {977 DIG B18145Z OCT 69 SI-Hew 8Y G562

1« APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PLAN FOR DEEP RECON-
NAISSANCE AND SURVEILLANCE (SRC) OPERATIONS (REF A), AND YOUR '
RECOMMENDAT IONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT BE IMPLEMENTED IN XXIV CORPS /&
WITHOUT SOME MODIFICAT IONS.

2. CONCUR THAT YOUR HEADQUARTERS HAS THE STAFF CAPABILITY AND
COMPETENCE TO EMPLOY ALL AVAILABLE RECONNAISSANCE AND SURyEIL-
LANCE RESOURCES IN RESPONSE BOTH TO YOUR OWN NEEDS AND MY INTEL~
LIGENCE COLLECTION REQUIREMENI S. REASSURED THAT YOU CAN HANDLE
THE RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVEILLANCE EFFORT WITH YOUR ORGANIC & !
‘RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVE ILLANCE ASSETS. I INTEND TO ASSUME OPCON/ ‘

ADCON OF THE 3D FORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY ON OR ABOUT 22
OCTOBER 1969, FOLLOWING REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION |
orT OF COUNTRY. FOR INFORMATION, I PLAN TO RELOCATE THE 3D i
FORCE RECONNAISSANCE’ COMPANY TO PHU BAI WITH MARINE HELO ASSETS ;
AND EMPLOY THEM IN QUANG NAM AND QUANG TIN PROVINCES. , |
3. WARM REGARDS.

GP-3

S50 NOTE: DEL IVER DURING ?IRST DUTY HOURS
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AN

S FCEPEE T NOFORN SECTICM ONE OF TuO
FOP @EM ABRANS FRCM LTGEN NMICKERSON
AQCESSNMENTS OF ENMEMY CAPARILITIRES AND LIMITATICMS FOR TRAMG-DMZ
OPTRATICMNS REQUESTED RY YOU AT WIEU CF 27 SEP 1969
I, AN EXAVINATION CF THE DFM7/BEN HAI AREA, AND A REVIEV CF TH
FNEMY'S HISTORY OF TRANS-DM7Z QPERATIORNS, hAVE PDOVIDED A SET QF
PARAMETFRS FOR USE T™ AQSESSIMG WIS INT““TTONS CAPAEILITIES AND
LIMITATIONS TO COMDUCT SUCY QPERATIOMS IW THE FLTUQF
2. A DRY SEASCN AMALYSIS CF THE REGION REVEALS THE FOLLOWING:
A, THT POUNTATINQOUS YESTFRN REGIBM CHANMELIZES [OVEFMENT THROUGH
NATURAL TERRAIM CCRRIDORS, THE JUNGLE QFFERS EXCELLENT CCVER AND
CONCFALMENT, ANMD THE LOC METWORK COMSISTS CF TRAILS AND FOCTPATYS
AMD ONE SECTION OF MOTORABLY ROAD. TUE UPPER REACHES OF THE REN ”AI
ALSC KMOWN AS TWE RAC THAMMY, VARY IN WIDTH FRCI' FIVE METERS AT ITS
ORIGIM TO 65 IVMETERS, THFE BANK AND POTTOM MATERIALS ARE SI'T AND
SAND, "ITY PANK QLOPES OF LESS THAM 15 DEGREES TUIS PORTION OF TUE
RIVER 1S MAVIGABLESONMLY TO PIRQGUES., THE RIVEP IS EASTILY FORDED
AMD PRESEMTS NO OBSTACLES TO DETERMIMED TRAMS-DYM7 MOVEFFEMT.
®, THE PIEDNOMT IS LESS RESTRICTIVE TO CRCSS COUNTRY MOVEHMENT,
HAS A MORE EXTEMSIVE TRAIL METUWORX, AND CME POOR ROAD, COVER AND
 CONCEALMANT I FAIR, THE EEN HAT IS MAVIGABLE TH ROUGxOUT TO SA-
- PANS AND NAS RELATIVELY FEW FORDS., BANK VMATERIALS ARE SILT, SAN

AND CLAY WITH SLCPES BETWREN 15 AMD 45 DEGREES, WITH DEPTHS up TO

THREFE METERS AND VARYVING IN WIDTH FRONM 85 TO 175 METERS, IT PRESENTS
- A CONMSIDFRAELE QRSTACLE TO WOUVEXENT WITHOUT FLOTATICN DEVICES.

C., THE COASTAL PLAIN PAS A DEMSE TRAIL NETYORK FAVQORARBLE FOR

-ACCESS TO THFE REN VAT, EXTEMSIVE ROMPARDFMEMT PY AERIAL AND GROUMD
~ OPMNANCE HAS CRFEATED AM CRSTACLE OF WATER-FILLED CRATERS AMD

NFSTROYED VEGEJATION, THESE FACTORS COWMBIMED WITH WET GROUND CON-
"TITIONS MAKE CROSS-COUNTRY TRAFFICABILITY VERY DIFFICULT. THE REWN
HAT RIVER VARIES FRCOIM S5 TC 275 METERS IN WIDTH AND: IS UNFORDABLED
WITHOUT FLOTATION AIDS, THE PANK MATERIALS ARE SILT, SAND, AND i
CLAY. SLOPF OF THE BANK VARIES FRON NMODERATE TO STEEP ALTHOUGH
TANK UETZV TS ARF LESS TUAM oMET METER . TNFQALVAZ IO O ' TIDAL
INFLUTMCE INDICATER TUAT IT PCCURS CMLY T T1I8 QC?EC”T IT IS é(’
MAVIGAFLT AT ALL TIVMSS TC 1.CM-"'G. o o 46(1)

§6(r)
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2, THT WOT oTASON ANALYSIS PRQOVIDES A RITFERENT PICTY™:
_ A, IM THF WESTERMN MOUNTAINS, FLASY WLCCDING, WASFMOUTS AND LAMD-

"SLINES SFUERFLY CURTATL TRAIL ”DVFPuNTQ FLASH FLOODING, HIGK
VATEJ AND SWIFT CURRENTS OBLITERATE MANY CROSSING PO INTS ON THFE
RFM HAT, THE RIVER IS STILL FORDARLE RY DETERMINED FORCES EXCEPT
IN THF MOST SFVERE CTIRCUMSTANCES.

R, THE SAVE TRAFFICARILITY PROBLENS EXTST ON THE LOC'S IN THE

PIEDNMOMT, THE REN FAT 1S SUPJECT TG LOCALIZED FLOODING, -AND DEPTHS
IMCRFASE TO AS NUCHY AS SFVEM FETERS., THE RIVER IS MAUIGABLESTO
SAMPAMS, BUT PRESFMTS A SERIOUS ORSTACLE TO TRANS-=DMZ MCVENENMT.

C. IN THE COASTAl REGION, FLCODING IS MORE WIDESPRFAD AND . L

"WASHCOUTS CCCUR FREGUENTLY OM TFE LOC'S. TYF RIVER REMAING IMPA SSABLE
TC _FOPRCTS MIIEQMIwAN~EXIEESlﬁgnﬁéﬂiAJLGN»A%EnEP%BGfN&*“#PﬁBﬂiﬁﬁ?“*‘“’""
4, THE REN HATI IS ALSO AN QOBSTACLE TC TRACKED AMD WHEELED VEHICLES,
THE COASTAL PLAINS HAVE POCR TRAFFICAEILITY DUE TO SOIL COIMPOSITION,
" WET GROUMD, AND POMP DAMAGE, THE BEN HAT IS AFFECTED 3Y TIDES AAND
TS TOO DEED TO FORD. THERT IS A LACK -OF STAGING AREAS, MATURAL ;
PRIDGING MATFRIALS, AND COVER AND COMCEALMENT, TVE PTEDFONT IS

TH®T MOST SUITABLE AREA FCR VEHICLE FORDIMG WITH A SUITABLE TRATL
NETYORK, STAELE RAMK, GOOD SUPPLY GF BRIDGIMG NATERIALS AND COVER
AND CONCFALMENT, RIVER DSPTHS REQUIRE SNORKXL ING IM SPOTS. THE ' '
MOUMTA INS QFFER EXCELLEMT COVER AND CONCEALMFFT. HOWEVER, MOST
FORNING POINTS ARE NOT ACCESSIRLE TO VEFICLES, THERE ARE FEM
STAGINZ AREAS, AMD CROSS COUMNTRY TRAVEL IS aYT?ENELY DIFFICULT.
5. THE HEAVIEST RAINFALL IN THE DMZ REGION QCCURS BETWEEN SEP-
- TE¥ERP AMD DECEMBER, IT IS MOTEVORTHY THAT THE ENEMY HAS NOT
© CONDUCTED ANY OF HIS MAJOR DM7? OPERATIONS DURING THIS PERIOD,
- &, IM ADDITION TO PRFCIPTITATION, VISISILITY IS AM IMPORTANT
- FACTCR DURING THE MOMSOON SFASCM, ADVEJSE CONDITIGNS PEAK DUR ING
P TPT MONTHS OF JAMUARY AMD FERRUARY, FERE THE ADVANTAGE IS TC Td
; ENEMY, AQ THE NMST IMPACT IS TQ REDUCF THE EFFECTIVENESS AND CX

05

PILITY MITH WHICH VVE CANM TWPLCY HELICOPTERS AKD OUR SUPPORIARE
- AR¥S, EQPECTIALLY AIR,
CP-4 '
9S0 MOTE: DELIVER DURING WORK IMG MOURS
758
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7. SINCE JULY 1966 THERE HAVE EEEM VIV"SNAJO? ZATTLES IN THE BVZ
ARFA WHICY HAVE IMVCLVED OME OR MORE MVA DIVISIONS, FRO[ MID-3§
THRoUGK 1947 THF EMEMY IMFILTRATED MAJOR NVA UNITS SOUTH THRCUGH
THE nM7, COMMITTED THEM TO VMONTH LOMG OPERATIONS, AND THEN wITHRPEW
THEN NORTH ACAIN FOR A I'CNTY CF REMAMMING AND PEFURBISHING, INM
1967 HE ATTENPTED TO SUSTAIM INDEFINITELY A LARGE COMBAT FORCE
SOUTH OF THE DNMZ, IP 1989, THE ENENMY HAS APPARENTLY ABANDOMNED
THE FORMAT CF DIVISIOM SIZE OPERATIONS SCUTH OF THE DNz, HIS-
TORICALLY, THE ENEMY HAS CROSSED THF CEMTPRAL DV7 WEST OF CON THIEN,
WHEN FE HFAS ELECTED TC CONMDUCT SUCH CPERATIONS, EVEM THCUGYW AVEWES
OF APPROACH THROUGH THE COASTAL AND PIEDNMOMT AREAS MIGHT APPEAR
FORT SUITARLE, ‘
“, IMTEL]LICEMCE INDICATORS DETFCTING INPFMDING EMEFY ATTACKS IV

" MAJCR DFZ EATTLES YAVT VARIED, SPECIAL IMTELLIGEWCE GAVE SOUNME

INDICATICH IN ALL OF THT CASES. P UMTERRCGATICH, INFORYANTS,

AGFNTS ANMD CAPTURED DOCUNENTS. PRCVIDFD FEUER TMDICATIONS AMD EGTAL-
LICHED A SET PATTEZEN, ALL OF THE BATTLES IMYOLVED OCCURPED PRIOD
T2 THE RCFRING HALT AND THF EYTENSIVE UIILI7ATIDN OF GROUMD QE“S0RS
TC DETECT SMEMY MOVENEWT,

9. Ir' THL‘,‘ F‘]‘Jr‘]\\f F']_T"(‘TO T" "”ﬂll"T ”/‘*d""} T Al‘lf‘ T\"? "\"JF‘T"ATIOI ’ }J‘E
WILL PROPARLY CRCSS SONEWHERT TN THE CTVTRAL D7 DEGICH AT ANY TITC
SUITAZL™ TO "I DETUEZN JAMUARY AMD SFRPTTVEER, JAMNUARY THPQUGY
MARCH BEING NOST ADVANTAGEQOUS TO YIM IN TERNMS OF VISIRILITY. HIS
PROXIMITY OF SANCTUARY REDUCES THE TIME AND DISTANCE FACTCRS DURTI™
WHICH HIS MOVEMENMNT TO COMTACT CAN 5SE DFTRECTED. INFORNATIOM ON
ENEFY TRANS-DWZ MOUENMSNT IS INCOMPLETE, ©SUT IIDICATIC 'S ARE THAT &
PRFFFRS TO ASSEMBLE YIS FORCES I SCUTE VIETMAL ANMD TYEM COLLRNCE
OFFFNSIVE ACTIONS, RATHFTR TWAN FOYIMG QOUTY IN A LARGT SI7E RIUED
CRESSIMGE OPERATICN, ‘ :
17, THE Y0ST SFFECTIVE MFANS OF DETZICTION 0F IMPENDING UAJOR TRAMS-
NMZ ATTACKS ART SPFCTIAL INTELLIGEMCT, AM AGGRESSIVE ATIIAL AND
GRCUND RECONMAISSANCE AMD SURVEILLAT'CE EFFCORT, AND ERFECTIVE
TMRLOYMENT CF ELTCTROIMIC GROUND SEMSIME DEVICTS, 00U IVPICVED
SUPVTILLANCE ANMD NECONMAISSANCE POSTURE AXD INCRFASED ASSETS I

TUF APWAS OF QPFCIAL INTELLIGERCE AMD FLECTROMIC SENSING DEVICES
PROVINTS e WITY A MGRE RELIAELE AMND MUCH EXPAMDED CAPAEILITY TC3
TARLY DETECTIOM CF FMTEY EQUEMENT .

11, A COUPREHENGIVE SUTDY ON TMZNY CAPARILITIES FOR TRANS-DM7

0P FRATIONS IS =FING PREPARED EY MY STACF, GCOMPLETE YITH VUGRAP.C
AMD AIDS SUITAFLE FCR PRESENTATICH, AMD WTL], EE FCRVAPDED TO YGU

IN THE MFAR FUTURE,

AP -4
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' TO CG FMFPAC .0©
<ZE” T ’
'CONFIDENTIAL/FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKER SON

MILCON PROJECT C216, ENLISTED BARRACKS, CAMP HORN

A, JCS B317457 SEP&9
"B, COMUSMACV 1111437 OCTES (NOTAL) =

C. COMNAVFORV A7Q3A07 OCTEY
‘ 1, Y HAVE A VERY SERIOUS PRORLEM OF EXTREME OVFRCROWDIN

IN THF BARRACKS WHICH WFRE DENIFD RY 0QD BECAUSE THEY SAY

THE PROJFCT. DOES NOT APPEAR TO CONFORM TO LATESY SECDEF [=/

POLICY ON NEVW CONMSTRUCTION STARTS AS STATED IN REF A, I [

~ RFF R, REF B NOT HELD BRY THIS HQ, BUT IS RELIEVED TO BE
VFRY SIMILAR IN CONTENT TO REF C,
"2, 1 NEED THE THREE BRARRACKS TC REL IEVE THE OVERCROWD ING y Mﬁa\\
, WHICKH CAUSES A SERIOUS HEALTH HAZARD AND HAS FORCED SONE L=
OF MY TROOPS TO LIVE IN SHOPS AND WORK SPACES, PRESENT
: SPACF PROVIDES 42 SQUARE FEET PER MAN VICE STANDARD OF‘ 78
| PHASE 11 REDEPLOYMENT wOULD INCREASE THIS TO o(\n.v 43,7
| SQUARE FEET PFR MAN, NEW BARRACKS WILL PROVIDE 54 SQUARE
FFET PFR MAN AFTER REDEPLOYWMENT, I CONSIDER THIS TO BE '
AN ARSOLUTE SINIMUM TO PROVIDE LIVING SPACE THAT WILL NOT , ;
aF UNSANITARY AND DEGRADE MORALE AND ALL OF ITS ATTENDANT
PRORLEMS, WE ARE NOW IN THE MIDST OF THE RA INY SEASON
WHICH AGGRAVATES THE HEALTH HAZARDS OF THE EXISTING
SITUATION.,
3, PRIOR TO CANCELLATION WORK HAD STARTED AND FLOOR SLABS
HITH ROUGH PLUMRING HAVE REEN PLACED FOR Two BARRACK S,
ALL MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE AT 3NCn,
4, WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSISTANCE TO ENSURE POSITIVE
RESPONSE RY 0SD TO REF R, LOU WIL SON CONTACTED GEORGE
AXTELL PREVIOQUSLY WHEN ug RECLAMAED TO FMACY, .
OGP =4
' §80 NOTF: DELIVER DURING WORK ING HOURS
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FF CG TITI WAF
TO COMUSMACY
7EM . &
Q@ FC R ETFOR GEN APRANS FROM LTGEN NICKERPSOM/EYES ONLY
S!PJs SCOVIFT TRAWLER INCRDENT (W)
RFFs A, UR 1006577 OCTSYD
! (9) REFERENCE REQUESTED REFORT ON eOVI’F'T TRAWLER INCIDENT
WPTCH OCCU'RRED ON 17 OCT,
2, (SY THIS HES WAS NDTIFIED PY CTG 115,1 AT 1355 THAT: Tuw0o UNN
PEM'S HAD ATTEMPTED TO DETAIN SOVIET TRAVL.ER WHICH HAD APPROACHED
WITHIN 7 MILES OF CU LAQ CHA¥ ISLAND AND ¥AD FIRED UNKNOWN TYPE
AND AWQUNMT CF ORDNANCE AT TRAWLER IM FFFORT TO STOP 1IT;
PeM INSTRUCTIONS FROM LTGEN LAY AND UNN CNO WERE TO DETAIN
SHIP RUT NOT TO SINK IT, III MAF VAS RECUESTED TO PLACF TwO HELO
~AUNSHIPS ON RROUND ALFRT FOR REACTION IN SUPPORT OF PGM°Q IF
RFQUIREDN, AROVF INFO PASSED TMMEDIATELY TO MACY, CTG 115.1 AND
FMAY INFORMFD OF CG III MAF DECISION THAT U.S. AIPCRAFT OR FORCES
WOULD NOT PF UTILI”ED, A
%, (S) AT 1420 CTG 115,11 INFORWED ITI MAF THAT LTGEN LAM HAD
T<<HFD ORDFRS TO VNN TO EMGAGE IN HOT PURCUIT AND FIRE AT TRAWLER
I¥ MECESSARYy UNAF ALERTED A-37 AIRCRAFT FOR LAUNCE,
A, (SY AT 1445 THIS HGS INFORMED PY CTG 115,01 THAT UNN PGY*S
VERF ORDERED MOT TO FIRE RUT RATHFR TO TRATL TRAWLER AND THAT
UMAF A-2T AIRCRAFT WOGULD NOT BRE LONCHED, FURTHFR RFPORTED THAT
TRAWIL.FR APPARENMTLY HIT PY ONE AZFFV RCUMD,
5, () .SHORTLY TFFREAFTFR, Ce III MAF PECEIVED TELECOM FROV

COMNAVFORY IN WHICH LATTER CONFIR¥ED WIS ORDERS TC CTG 115,01 MNOT :

TO ASSIST UNM AMD STATED FAJGEN TOWMSEND WA S ENRQUTE TG J65 TO
pIsCliee SITUATION,

6, () AT I153% CTG 115,1 INFORMED THIS MAQS THAT VNN PGM'S WERE ﬁégqy;

_ ORDERED YO CEASE TRAILING YTRAWLER AND RESUMF NORMAL PATROLL ING.

4E8(1)
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T T, (SY DURING THE INCIDENT LTGEN LAW WASQ HAVING LUNCH WITH BGEN
TOAN AT ARVN 2D DIVISION HRS, LTCOL COX FRONM ICAAG WAS AT
IUNCFEON, BF REPORTS THAT DURING TVE LUNCHFON LTGEM LAY DISCUSSED
THF TRAWLER WITH HIS G-2, THE G~2 LEFT THE LUNCYFEON FOR A SHORT
PTRTOD, UPON HIC RETURN ME AGAIN VAD A DISCUCSSION WITH LTGFN LAM
WHMC TNFORMFD THF ATTENDEES THAT THE SOVIET TRAWLER WAS EIGHT MILES
OFF SHORE'AMD THAT HE HAD GIVEM THE ORDER T0 FIRE, THE G-2 LFEFT

THE LUNCHFON A SKCOND TIME OM THF INSTRPUCTIONS OF LTGEN LAM AMND

PFETURNEN PUT THERE WAS MO DISCUSRSION OF WIS ACTIONS AT THAT TINME,
© THE LUNCHECN FNDED AT APPREXIVATELY 1238, MAJOR GENERAL TIMMES

WAS ALSO AN ATTFMDEE AT THE LUNCHECON AND ME MAY RE ABLE TC

FLAPORATE OM THE PROCEEDINGS IM QC WAR AC THEY CONCERNED THE

TRAWLFR, MAJGEN TIMMES STOPPED PY V2RC IIT MAF CM KIS RETURN TC

DANANG THAT RVENING TC INFCRY THIS VES OF THE INCIDENT, HE MAD

NO ADDITIONAL DETAILS AS TO WHAT TRANSPIRED,

) @, (Q)Y ¥ NFCTQION MOT TO ASSIST WAQ MADF IM VIEW OF THE INTFR-'
NATTONAY. TMPLICATIONS AND THF FACT THAT SINCE TERRITORIAL WATERS
OF NYN WERF IMUOLVED IT WAS THE GUM WHO woULD HAVE TC DECIDE CON
THE COURSFE OF ACTION TO ®RE PURSUED, MY TMPRFSSION IS THAT LTGEM.
LAM ACTED CALMLY AND THAT HIS DESIRE WAS TC SEIZE THE TRAWLER,

"~ QONCF IT HAD VIOLATED TERRIT\'_‘RIAL'”ATERQ PATHEER THAM SIMK IT.
UE ToOK ACTION HF DEENMED NFCESSARY IN A TIFE!V MARMER
WARME REGARDS,

Py SSC MO TR DELIVER IVFEDTATELY
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ALTERNATIVE A, THE 3 ALTERNAT IVES BEING CONSIDERED ARE AS FOLLOWSS

0 2513867 ZYH ZFF-4

FM CG II1 MAF
I0 CG FMFPAC
ZEM . :

TOPSEG GCRET/EYES OLY/FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LiGEN NICKERSGN

FORCE PLANNING )

1. (IS) ON 23 AND 21 OCI 1965 ONE OF MY PLANNERS AIiENDED A SIAFF
MEETING AT MACV HEADQUARTERS. A QUEXY HAS BEEN RECE IVED BY COMUSMACV
FROM JCS CONCERNING THE FEASIBILIi'Y OF A 160,000 MAN REDUC: IJN
COMMENCING O | JAN 1970 TO BE COMPLEIED BY 30 JUNE 1970,

2. (IS) BASED ON THIS QUERY MACV PLANNERS HAVE BEGUN.WOURK ON
SEVERAL ALTERNAI IVE COURSES OF ACLION i O ACCOMPL ISH 1 HIS REDUCi ION

IFAND WHEN IT COMES,

OF fHE 3 ALISRNAT IVES CURRENILY UNDER

CONSIDERATION, IT APPEARED i HAl MACV PLANNERS WERE LEANING T JwARD

ALTERNATIVE A

ARMY FIRST INF DIV
23D INF DIV
4TH INF DIV
199TH LIB
SVC SPT

NAVY ELMIS

AF ELMTS

UsSMC ELMIS

ALTERNATIVE B
ARMY FIRST INF DIV
sVC SPT

NAVY ELMIS
AF ELMTS
usMC ALL’
‘ N

ALIERNATIVE C
ARNMY 4TH INF DIV
SVC SPT
NAVY ELMIS

AF ELMTS

usMc ALL

1745
21.9
18.0
- 5.5
31.2
2.9

S4.7

. T s W e

109

18.8
13.7
19.8
3.6
54,7

- A W W WY
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N S —
§ 3. us) TNE Aawz wzm-:crs wn IAL PLANNING ESi IMATES OMLY AW IS
NOT FIRM. THE ARMY COMBAT ELEMERNIS IN ALI A CONS: ITUTE ALL MAJJOR
ARMY COMBAT UNITS NOI SLATED FOR IHE RESIDUAL FURCE., ARMY SERVICE
SUPPORT ELEMENTS MAKE UP iHE DIFFERENCE BEIWEEN [HE YuUiAL OF OTHER
UNITS LISTED AND 198,090, THE AIR FORCE FIGURE WILL BR ING IHEM
DOWN TO THEIR RESIDUAL FORCE LEVEL, THE MAR INE CORPS FIGURE IS
T HAT SHOWN AS PHASE 3 IN ORI GINAL PLANNING,.

4, (IS) [HE ARMY HAS INDICATED (HA:t iHEY WILL HAVE A SH.RIFALL OF
WER 10,300 1N THE SERIVCE SUPPUR. AREA I ALT A, MACV PLANNERS
ARF ATTEMPTING TO MAKE UP fHIS SHORIFALL FROM . HE ONMLY 9 SO(RCES
AVAILIBLE, THE Navy, ARD xm-. NAR NE_COR PS, n{i.v HAVE ASKED US FOR
i APt 5 R EPACES SHUR{DF REMOVING
~OMBAT UNITS, IF SHURTFALL si ILL EX1S1S, AND Il MOSL CERIAINLY
WILL , THE NEXT STEP WOULD BE i0 REDER.OY ADDIi IGNAL COMBA! UNIiS.
S, PLEASE UNDERSIAND THAI iHE ABOVE INFO IS (LUSELY HELD HERE,.
1 WOULD REQUEST THAT YW PROLECI YUUR SOURCE.
WARM RE GARDS,

gPe4 -
| »
! . SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR IRANSMISSIUN ONLY
; DEL IVER DURING WRKING HOURS, ’
L Ba
i

N VNN
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P 222718 GCT 69

Ftt C6 111 MAF

TO RUYVSYD/ COMNAVF ORY

81

COWFIDE H§TI AL SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR YADN ZUNWALT FRON

LTGEN NICKERSON ‘

PHONG CHAU CLEARABCE OPh (U

to COMUAVFORV R 1821297 0CT &9

ia (CY THE MOTOR VESSEL PHONS CHAU CONTINLES TC BLOCK THE URe
FSTRICTED USE OF AN IMPCRTANT COMHMERCIAL PIER I THE DAHARG RIVER.

TFF HULK MUST BE MOVED ASAP TO FREE ThAT PORTION OF THE UANANG FORI

FACILITIES FOK #ILITARY AkD CDWMhﬁCIAL SHIFPIGG. ?HE UNR,U T”:h UsSE

OF DANANG HARBOR I5 A MILITARY NECESSITY PARTICULARL THIS
CRITICAL PERICD WHEW THE VIE vaJgATFQF OF THE ¢ PFTI

FEAVY OPERATIONAL COMMITTMENTS QW ICTZ COMMANDED

2. (C) IN VIEW OF PRESENT CO& GY?TﬁQN QF FORT Fa

F%,J GVl FOR REMOVAL OF O3STRUCTION, INTEREST ©

CHT, NOT BORERLING,

(C) PHONG CHAU SUNK ON € JUNE (969, CWNERS GIVEN UHT
369 2Y GUN TOQ REMOVE VYESSEL 3Y COMMIRCIAL SALVAGE O
UPCH FAILURE OF OWNERS T0 ACGO 4P£ISH OR EVEH COMMENCE
OPERATION; THE GVN HAS TAKEN OVER, HAZ REQUESTED U, 5.
ZSTACLE WITH OUR FACILITIES QU AﬂD AFTER 16 OCT 1969,
hﬂQUihtD RELEASE OF LIABILIIY TIC Us Sa

)'::n

L

4o {C) SIHCE CWHER DID 0T OBTALN COV “”*“T\ SaLVAGE ¥

TIME abhD THE GUN HAS MIT INDICATED THAT SUCH UAS OR IS LA

WITHIN THE FORSEEABLE FUTLRFQ iT 1 SﬁGqESTVD THAT ”"CiL GV
: :

1
IMHAED IATElxﬂ

~u~
w4>
I)

ONs COMNMENCED

x

ok HONORED AND CGLEARANCE OPEEA
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SECRE T/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSO N

1T YOU MAY RECALL THAT YESTERDAY A 122 MILIMETER ROCKET i
HIT THE CP OF KILO 3/4 KILLING ONE AND INJURIN: S, AND

A SPOT REPORT THIS MORNING REVEALED THAT ONE OF THE 9
WOUNDED HAD DIED ABOARD THE USS REPOSE. COUNTERBATTERY
WAS NOT ABLE TO FIRE BACK BECAUSE OF ARVN TROOPS AN

VIETNAMESE GIVILIANS IN THE VICINITY OF THE LAUNCHI N3
_ SITE, A SWEEP OF THE ARE A WAS CONDUCTED BY AN ARMORED

CAVALRY TROOP BUT THE LAUNCHING S ITE WAS NOT LOCATED.

2. TODAY yE REPORTED TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS BY COC

CHANNELS THAT COL GIAI HAD FOUND 3 MORE ROCKETS OWN

AROTHER LAUNCHING SITE AN HAD FIRED ONE OF THE ROCKETS
- NW AT A SUSPECTED ENEMY LOCATION. A LITTLE BACKEROUMND

FOLLOWS: AFTER THE UNSUCCESSFUL SWEEP BY THE ARMORED

CAVALRY TROOPS IN THE MORNING, COL GIAI SWEPT THE AREA

BY HELICOPTER IN THE AFTE RNOON. HE FOUND THE THREE

ROCKETS ON THE LAUNCHING SITE WIRED AND READY TO BE FIRED.

HE ALSO FOUND THE LAUNCHING SITE OF THE ONE ROCKET THAT
WD BEEN FIRED EARLIER. UPON RETURN HE REPORTED THAT HE
HAD FOUND THE THREE ROCKETS AN IN THE COURSE OF HIS
DISCUSSION REPORTED THAT T HAD BEEN TURNED IN. wHEN
QUIRIED AS TO THE DISPARITY BETWEEN 3 AND 2 HE REPLIED
"1 TURNED ONE OF THEM AROUND AND FIRED IT BACK OVER THE
DMZ AND IT BURNED REAL SMOOTH" '

3. COL GIAI WAS FORMERLY THE CO OF THE 2 ND ARVN REGIMENT
AND IS NOW DEPUTY FOR OPERATIONS/CO 1ST ARVN DIVISION CP
FORWARD AND IS ONE OF THE FINEST SOLDIE RS IN VIETMANM,
THIS INCIDENT IS AN EXAMPLE OF HIS AGGRESSIVERNESS AN
INGENUITY. WARM REGARDS,

GP-4

250

NNNN
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SE CRE T/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
lo- THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATIONS

!
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SECRET ACD 1891 EYES ONLY
REF: ACD 108@ EYES ONLY

f THE FOLLOWING IS A TRANSLATION OF THE LETTER DELIVERED BY PFC HARRIS
TO THE ARVN BN CO AT LZ YOUNG ON 2@ OCT 69: QUOTE

FROM: THE NLF QUANG NAM TO: CO 2/5 ARVN

2B ARVN DIVISION
TO EXECUTE THE RELEASE ORDER FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE ALF

SOUTH VIET NAM ABOUT THE APPROVAL TO RELEASE THE WOUNDED AMERICAN NAMED
"HARI" (SIC) SN 11 842 85 BELONGS TO THE 181ST AIR BORNE DIVISION

CAPT URED BY LIBERATION SOLDIERS PERMITTED “RELEASED"™ TO REJOIN

HIS FAMILY. WE HAND OVER TO YOU THIS WOUNDED AMERICAN, THAT YOU -

CAN HELP HIM TO BE TRANSFERRED TO THE NEAREST US UNIT,.

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME WE (NLF) HAVE RELEASED US PRISONERS

BT WE (NLF) HAVE DONE THE SAME THING MANY TIMES FOR NOT ONLY AMERICANS,
'TO PREVIOUSLY. WE (NLF) OF THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS HAD LIBERATED 38 ARVN
(FFICERS AND THOUSANDS OF VN SOLDIERS WHO HAVE BEEN FORCED BY THE

US TO BE ARMED LACKEYS, AND WERE CAPTURED. AMONG THESE PRISONERS

WERE MAJOR VO DUX MINH, COMMANDER OF THE 2D ENGINEER BN OF 1ST

(I CORPS) TACIICAL ZONE, MAJOR LE VAN CU, ASSISTANT PROVINCE CHIEF

AND INTERNAL SECURITY OFFICER OF PLEIKU PROVINCE, CPT VINH HO S-2 ~
OF PLEIKU PROVINCE, CPT NGUYzN VAN NGOC, CO 2D BN, 51ST REGIT «é(/l
(SEPARATE) « :

6 (1)
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—BY THE WAY, WE HAVE A MATTER THAT OUGHT TO BE EXCHANGED BETWEEN

YOU AND US THAT RECENILY THIEU, KY, AND THE US GOVERNMENT SPOKE
ILL OF "AMERICANS COMING TO HELP VN". NIXON ANNOUNCED TO WITHDRAW
6800 TROOPS, IS IT THE GOOD WILL OF NIXON? IS THAT TRUE? THE
STATEMENTS OF yS POLITICIANS AND THE OPINIONS OF WESTERNERS UNCO-
VERED THE DISHONEST ARGUMENT, EXAMPLE: EISENHOWER 4 AUGUST 1953,
"IF WE LOSE INDO CHINA THE IRON AND GOLD OF THIS AREA WILL BE LOST."
ON 7 FEB 1966 AT HONOLULU, PRESIDENT JOHNSON SAID, "WE SHOULD FIGHT
AGAINST THE DOGS AND THE VIET CONG, OR WE MAY HAVE TO FIGHT SOMEWHERE
ELSE AT A GREATER COST."™ ON 16 JAN 1969, HUMPHERY (SIC) SAID,
"F IRST OF ALL WE ARE IN VIET NAM BECAUSE OF NATIONAL INTEREST.
BUT WITH 250, 608 CASUKLITIES THIS 1S THE SECOND LARGEST NUMBER OF
CASUALITIES THAT THE US HAS HAD IN ANY WAR."™ ON 13 JAN 1969 GENERAL
ABRAMS SAID, ((THIS PORTION OF THE DOCUMENT WAS UNREADABLE))
SENATOR ROBERT KcLNNEDY SPOKE BEFORE A CROWD IN NEW YORK ON 7 FEB
b 68 STATING, "IT IS TIME TO CONSIDER THAT THE WAR IN VIET NAM To-
DAY IS AGAINST THE INTEREST OF OUR COUNIRY.™ "THIS WAR MAY
CAUSE TRAGEDY FOR THE US.” SENATOR MAGAC?) ALSO CONDEMNED THE WAR,
"IT IS AN UNFORGIVABLE MATTER IF AMERICANN CASUALTIES ARE STILL
RISING.” THEREFORE SENATOR MCGOVEREN AND MASSIVE AMERICAN OPINION
DEMANDED FROM NIXON THAT AMERICANS 5SHOULD BE WITHEDRAWN FROM VN
RIGHT AWAY. THiE NEW YORK TIMES ON 22 SEPT 65 JUDGED THAT "THE

- fROGRESSIVE WITHDRAWAL OF. AMERICAN TROOPS IS TQ DIMINISH THE AMER-

ICAN DEMAND TO STOP THE WAR IN VN QUICKLY. .

IT IS CLEARLY TRUE THAT US TROOPS CAME TO VIET NAM ToO CONQUER AND
NOW NIXON DECLARES THAT HE IS PULLING TROOPS OUT BECAUSE OF THE
US°S FAILURE  IN VIET NAM, AND BECAYUSE OF US PUBLIC OPINION AGAINST
THE WAR. THEREFORE, HE IS PULLING TROOPS OUT LITTLE BY LITTLE,
QUELLING DEMANDS BY THE PUBLIC TO "PULL OUT OF VN NOW.™ THE ANTI-
WAR FACTION IN THE US TO WITHDRAW RAPIDLY FROM A WAR THAT HAS coOsT
MUCH MONEY AND MANY LIVES, BY DOING THIS, THE PARIS PEACE TALKS

- WILL PROGRESS, THIEU, KY, AND HIS AIDS KNOW THAT THE AMERICANS

WOULD GO HOME. HENCE, TH:Y SENT THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN TO ITALY ,
AND SWITZERLAND AND THEIR GOLD TO FORSIGN COUNTRIES TO FALL BACK [ /é)
ONe . - - S

e,
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T YOU ARE VIETWAMEZSE, ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE LiD [HE wRONG LIFE, YOU
STILL DEEP INSID& YOU HAT: TH: AMERICANS, WHO USE BOMBS AND .
AMMUNITION TO DESTROY HAMLETS aND VILLAGES IN VIETNAM. THE GRAVES -
(F ANCESTORS WHICH HAVE BEEN UNTOUCHED FOR MANY YEARS HAVE BEEN
DESTROYED BY BULLDOZERS., MOURNING CLOTHES MUST BE WORN SEVERAL
TIMES BY INNOCENT CHILDREN. THE HONOR OF.THE VIETNAMESE HAS BEEW
STEPPED ON. THE VIETNAMESE HAVE BEEN GROUND UNDER THE HEELS.OF THE
AMER ICAN IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. AND NO ONE WHO IS VIETHAMESE
IS NOT PROUD WHEN THEY READ THE PROUD HISTORY OF VIETHAM AND THE
CONFESSIONS OF THE ENEMY FRENCH) IN THE PRIME MINISTERS DIARY OF
THE "TRAGEDY OF DIEN BIEN PHU AND GENEVA,™

TODAY, AMERICAN MAGAZINES TELL ABOUT THE AMERICANS BOMBING THE
NUN AND WINNING A VICTORY, BUT THE AMERICANS CANNOT DESTROY vy
B BOMBING. THE LEADERS IN THZ WHITE HOUSE AND THE PENTAGON HAVE
TO CONFESS THAT THEY CANNOT WIN THE WAR BY MILITARY MEANS. ALTHOUGH
WR PEOPLE ARE FEW, IHEY ARE HEROIC. WE DEFEATED TWQ- STRONG ., = .
IMPERIALIST POWERS, AND ARE PROUD TO'BE THE VIETNAMESE PATRIOIS
F THE 20TH CENTURY. THE WAR WILL END IN THE FUTURE, OUR COUNTRY
WILL BE INDEPENDENT, AND OUR PLOPLE AND OUR COUNIRY WILL BE UNIFIED.
THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT WILL HAPPEN, 'THE DAY WILL COME SOON,

WE PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING, WITH THE HELP OF THE PEOPLE AND THE
COUNTRY; THAT BETWEEN THE 2/5 ARVN AND THE NLF NEITHER SIDE WILL é;(gi/
_ATTACK THE OTHER IN AN ACTIVE MANNER.

Lf3)
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-

“THIS MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED SECK.ILY IF YOU DO NOT

HAVE THE AUTHORITY. BOTH SIDES WILL TRY TO HELP THE PEOPLE IN LIVING
TRAVELLING AND TRADING. WHEN LIBERATION TROOPS ATTACK "AMERICAN
TROOPS", YOy WILL NOT REINFORCE THEM. IT WILL BE OF GREAT VALUE IF YOU
CAN SECRETLY OR LEGALLY ACT WITH US TO. DESTROY THE AMERICAN TROOPS.

FOR THE ABOVE REASONS, WE THINK THAT BOTH SIDE SHOULD SEND
REPRESENTATIVES FOR A MEETING IN A LOCATION SUITABLE TO BOTH
SIDES. THIS WILL BE FOR THE GOOD OF OUR COUNTRY.

THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, THIEU, AND XY WENT DIRECT TO PARIS TO
TALK WITH THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT, AND WITH THE PROVINCIAL
SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENI. SO BETWEEN US VIETHAMESE, IT IS EASIER
ER US TO TALK TOGETHER. WE CAN TALK ABOUT GOALS AND BRING PEACE
TO OUR COUNTRY. WE DESIRE YOUR ANSWER TO THE ABOVE ITEMS,

SINCERELY

UNIFICATION FOR RESISTANCE

AGAINST AMERICA

19 0CT 69

FOR QUANG NAM NLF

DONG LUONG / PROFFESSOR
WNQUOTE ,
2. LIC PHO, G-2 2B ARVN DIV, NO LONGER INTERPOSES ANY OBJECTION
TO THE RELEASE OF THIS INFORMATION
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