
 DECLASSIFIED 
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13 . .:/ CG III MAF 3009~9Z SEP69 (8)' EI;~~~ ONLY G--f>-:;::' 
FOR ZAIS FROM NICKERSON---- -"'\'- . 
RESPONDS TO ZAIS's 240602 Ail;: spt 

M. eG III tOO ·300920Z SEPb9 (0) 
~SR tHlM~e!Q ~PeOftI DOOiJ£Y 
~.*~~ FgR e¥eQW ~APTQW 

H. vhe IIi )!Ii:i' QibQliQi QQW'iQ (QO 
F@R lt8IWUil 1?~n llIQKi'PSON 
er8tiillii iisi1fl'liHi' mrw ON 7 NOU 

16. X~G III MAF 020040Z ;SCT69 (S) &- p- L/ .. 
FOR TOWNSEND FORM NICKERSON 
ROSSON WAS HERE 30SEP 

17 . .:/. CG III MAF 020820Z ~CT69 (S) r:;r-Lj 
FOR TOWNSEND FORM NICKERSON 

~ ABE WAS HERE -~ 25SEP 

18. J\ CG III MAF 031000Z OCT69 (C) 
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY 
VISIT OF MESSRS -ROSOTTI & 

1~. eG ~'ff l'm!' 0406342 Oe'f6~ ("") 
POR BRHi~n13 PRell fifCIC8R80U 
WiI QgUS 'f0 6!lQllil __ ,m Wits: RTf{ 

2'tr. '@@ III U2'!F 9Ei88Se~ ocre!J tU) 
~QR WTI SON ieUQU BOQISilill 

ODEEN 

.... / '@lAABilQi<l 

21.0 CG III MAP. 060916Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY rs-r-cf 
FOR BUSE FROM NIC~ERSON 

\/ CLOSE 24 CORPS (?.L - LOOK-AROUND AT BLT/SLF CAMP CUBI == 

22. ~ .CG III MAP 070400Z OCT69 (C) G-r-/ 
FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON 
PBR OPS ON THE CUA DAI 

2.,.. GG Iff H~\:P 6'15422Z Derb9 tt) 

&FN rAMIe VISI'!' ,.0 nOMG KONG 

MAJ ALTMAN 

2 4 • €@ I I I UJ\1? 9 8 8 6 £ :4 II del 6 9 "1 C ) . ' > •• ' 

, 

~iR gyr AlIQ ; HIPS fHHIHllb'!', f)Pe::me!rlE & ~ONNEPt FRSU PH~:K~~SON 
C£W€!ACE L'T VI81'1' TO lCI Z l4-150eT (ilRDQR) 

i!lR5,,,J (!1(!1 III n.1zl? Q~ni481! iiifb!? (tiil) 
l?8R !8RIll@i&iI 1?8RU }lI'ii'iililiill . 

COME TO Mill ~lii?IEF JlI'Ilill'Ji'lME YOP WANT TO 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CG III MAF 300919Z SEP69 (S) EYES ONLY GP-413.
FOR ZAIS FROM NICKERSON
RESPONDS TO ZAIS's 240602 -- Air Spt

III MAF 300920Z SEP69 (U)14.
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY
RELIEF FOR GYSCT BARLOW

CC IIT MAD 0101507 OCU69 (C)
FOR ADRAMS FROM NICKERSON
JONES LEAVES DIZN ON 7 NOV

GP-4CG III MAF 020040Z OCT69 (S)16.
FOR TOWNSEND FORM NICKERSON
ROSSON WAS HERE 30SEP

CG III MAF 020820Z OCT69 (S) GP-417.
FOR TOWNSEND FORM NICKERSON
ABE WAS HERE -- 25SEP

GP-4CG III MAF 031000Z OCT69 (C)18.
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY
VISIT OF MESSRS ROSOTTI & ODEEN

19. CG III MAF 0406342 OCT69 (C)
POR BRINGLE FROM NICKERSON
WELCOME TO COME ON mur 8TH

CC III MAP 0500502 OCT69 (U)20.
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY
GRADECKI

GP-421. CG III MAF. 060916Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
CLOSE 24 CORPS (?) - LOOK-AROUND AT BLT/SLF CAMP CUBI = MAJ ALTMAN

CG III MAF 070400Z OCT69 (C) GP-422.
FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON
PBR OPS ON THE CUA DAI

23: CG III MAP 070422% OCT69 (C)
FOR BULLIVAN
SEN LAM'S VIGIT TO HONG KONG

COILI MAD 0006242 OCT69 (C)24
FOR HYLAND INPO SUMWALT, BRINGLE x DONNER FROM NICKERSON
CINCPACF IT VISIT TO 1CTZ 14 -ISOCT (ERROR)

III MAD 0813487 00269 (C)25,
FOR BRINGLE FORM NICKERSON
COME TO MV BRIFE ANYTIME YOU WZ TO

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-.......:- .... --~,> ,.-~. ---

26. 

• 
-, ;- ...... -..... 

S@J III MID _0913562 bCT6.9"" (C) 
j'QR 88 1515 H'y'lli PRQU JjQQIsiiY , 
p:i!!:tm mGlt~~I~ 6@lN818U8B F@lR SBN MAl' 8 mmli :KONG PURCHASES 

~7. Be III ME 1000042 utt:Tbg ll (c) 
!iJ8Ro III ~}!j. t'O"ftf L ;eeOLEl 
S!!!":~rn '!'l';1tUE! F@l~ @tJ?f~ 

~~. CG III M1'rF lS8942:ll ae±e~ ~) 
FeR: ;e"t;S13 n~i'Q liHHPQOU PRQU ~ICKEBSON 
Af!!e! or fl1tH09n 9 

~9. 1.1\ CG III MAF 101440z OCT69 (c) r;;.r-f 
FOR JONES INFO WILSON FROM DOOLEY 
RETURN OF RLT-3 TO CONUS 

-0\ 
\. 

38 : 
iiITGYFpsm* 

'~f!lB'illdHltH I 

31.LX' CG III MAF 120910Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY G- f- f 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 

\. 

ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY ®KK INTEL STAFF OFF TO HQ III·MAF 

32. ee III M1tP 1302102 OC16~ (U) 
~R GONN "'!'tOM l'n~e}{~R:~etJ 

~OIE OF 1tFPRrlA:CI:f!tIION-

J~. CC TTT MAP 1181402 6cr69 (C) 
NR nle~ PiRQ»a OOQLEY 
C~WI'MimY!ON @P 'ilR'UHii'Ii!lR'illt'illli!lli 4OI8R ~@J~U smUT; FIar.. 

34/ 1.;\( CG III MAF 150040Z OCT69 (U)' 
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 
OASD (PA) NEWS RELEASE NO 785-69 

35. I ~CG III MAF 151635Z OCT69 (U) 
'V\' FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 

MORATORIUM INDIDENT IN AMERICAL DIV 

36. t! CG III MAF 160832Z OCT69 (U) 
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 
MORATORIUM INCIDENT 

37.~CG III MAF 161320Z OCT69 (U) 
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 
MORATORIUM INCIDENT 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ce ITT MAR 0913562 OCT'6.9 (c)26
FOR BULLIVAN FROM DOOLEY
PAUL MAGINNIS CONSIGNED FOR GEN IAM'S HONG PURCHASES

III MAR 100004Z OCT'69 (C)27
FOR HISE FORM. DOOLEY
SEDAN TRANS FOR GUNN

to III MAR 1009422 OCT69 (U)28.
FOR BUSE INEO SIMPSON FROM NICKERSON
ASGT OF LAWDON

GP-4CG III MAF 101440Z OCT69 (c)29.
FOR JONES INFO WILSON FROM DOOLEY
RETURN OF RLT-3 TO CONUS

CC MAD 1112327 ocm69 (II)

FOR ROBERTSHAW INFO BUSE FROM

GP-431. CG III MAF 120910Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY XXX INTEL STAFF OFF TO HQ III- MAF

32. ee III MAF 1302102 OCT69 (U)
FOR GUNN FROM NICKERSON
NOTE OF APPREACIATTON

33 CC III MAE 1401402 OCT69 (C)
FOR HICE FROM DOOLEY
CONF TRMATTON OF TRANSPORIATION FOR DOEN CUNNY

CG III MAF 150040Z OCT69 (U)34%
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
OASD (PA) NEWS RELEASE NO 785-69

CG III MAF 151635Z OCT69 (U)35.
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT IN AMERICAL DIV

CG III MAF 160832Z OCT69 (U)36.
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT

CG III MAF 161320Z OCT69 (U)37.
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
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38 .~~CL.lI~,\¥~:iq;084()Z OCT69 (U) EYES 
.' FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 

MORATORIUM INCIDENT (READDRESSAL OF CG III MAF 160832Z,OCT69, 
CG III MAF 160359Z AND COMUSMACV 170143X OCT69) 

;3~.~~G III MAF 170841Z ,OCT69 (U) EYES ONLY 
FOR COOKSEY FROMMNICKERSON 
MORATORIUM INCIDENT 

40. ~G III MAF 171317Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY G-P-.3 
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY " 
ASSIGNMENT OF INTELLIGENCE OFFICER TO III MAF 

41: @e§ III MAP Ili348Z OCle" (e~ 
~8R ~RINeE~ [*&4 NICKERSON 
¥~fm 8ltY15S!t ITlIf!!JMtIH 

42. v(cG III MAF 180930Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY Gr--;J. 
FOR ZAIS FROM NICKERSON 
DEEP SHRVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY 

43. t-i'CG III MAF 181110Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY G? - f 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY 

44./CG III MAP 181158Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY (:P-:J 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY 

, 45. b~@ III BliP 1811H!SB S8'f69 (@) 1!l¥!!IB 8H]57j 
i'QR ''fi£ilSfSQ'W ];!RQU liiIQQ .. illC • 
pn3[!illt8B SP 8SHl!flH8 8P@8H/f..8@8H 817 319 FeR R!!I@!@JIf @@5 £6 U!I 
III DIAD 

46. ~G III MAF 190030Z OCT69 (S) (;t-1-
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
ASSESSMENTS OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS 
DMZ\OPERATIONS REQUESTED AT WIEU OF 27SEP69 

47. ~CG III MAF 191419Z OCT69 (c) rf't- i 
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON 
MILCON PROJECT C216, ENLISTED BARRACKS, CAMP HORN 

48. ~ III MAF 200902Z OCT69 (S)EYES ONL'y G-f-j 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
SOVIET TRAWLER INCIDENT 

49. [~@!! III nrc]? 2188 4SBS8'f69 (S) 1!¥ill!i iUiEsY 
PO~ ~~~l'J lUFEJ HAI~ !liNS t3"8H138 P:RSH NH!1It!!l¥<.SON 
iII:~SIONH13n'i' OP QIIH!ii' Qi' (ian];!];!; I MIi!E 

50 ./cCIII lUi' ZlZIQ4Hili!i iQ'i'e9 fS) !I!Vl!!18 @;n~¥ 
<J(9:R: l!9W~H!l P:R:9U HIQIH!I:R88U J 
'o"18IPI@ PilSE!!I'il? ~onmpr ",/ 

DECLASSIFIED 

FOR TRANS-

DECLASSIFIED

38. CG III MAE 70840Z OCT69 (U) EYES ONLY
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT (READDRESSAL OF CG III MAF 160832Z OCT69,
CG III MAF 160359Z AND COMUSMACV 170143X OCT69)

39 CG III MAF 170841Z OCT69 (U) EYES ONLY
FOR COOKSEY FROMMNICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT

CG III MAF 171317Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY GP-340.
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLEY
ASSIGNMENT OF INTELLIGENCE OFFICER TO III MAF

41. ITI MAF 1713482 OCT69 (C)
FOR DRINGLE FROM NICKERSON
VADM CAVLOR

CG III MAF 180930Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY GP-342.
FOR ZAIS FROM NICKERSON
DEEP SERVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY

CG III MAF 181110Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY GP-4-43.
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY

CG III MAF 181158Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY GP-344.
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY

ONLYIII MAP 1012258 00T69 EYBO45
FOR WILCON FROM DOOLEY
PASSAGE OF COMMAND OPCON/ADCON FOR RECON CO
III MAD

CG GP-4III MAF 190030Z OCT69 (s)46.
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
ASSESSMENTS OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS FOR TRANS-
DMZ OPERATIONS REQUESTED AT WIEU OF 27SEP69

GP-4CG III MAF 191419Z OCT69 (C)47.
FOR BUSE FROM NICKERSON
MILCON PROJECT C216, ENLISTED BARRACKS, CAMP HORN

CG III MAF 200902Z OCT69 (s)EYES ONLY
GP-4

48.
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
SOVIET TRAWLER INCIDENT

ee III MAP 2100452 CCT69 (S) EYES ONLY*
FOR BUSE INFO BAIS AND JONES FROM NICKER SON
ASSICONMENT OF CHIEF OF SWAFE I MRF

50 2204155 ONLYMAR
cen BUCE FROM NICKERSON
SACIFIC PLEET COMPEL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
1. v'( CG III MAF 22D718Z OCT69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE &f~ t 

FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON 
PRONG CHAU CLEARANCE OPERATIONS (U) 

2. . @a III l:mE 22a92DZ oei69.~) 

3.~ CG III MAF 230707Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY 
\ FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 

LETTER FROM UNIDENTIFIED VC UNIT 

4. leG III MAF 230708Z OCT69 (U) 
FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON 
VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE BROADCAST, ICTZ 

Gf-1 

5. \/ CG III MAP 240244Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY G r- f 
1 FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 

122MM ROCKET INCIDENT AT 3DMARDIV 

6. v( CG III MAP 250116Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY &i'-'/ 
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON 
READDRESSAL OF LETTER FROM VC UNIT 

P. @S III ItW 2366tHHl seT69 (B) I!5PEC1U EXCL~~IVE 
peR HHHli!unMIMmIII!XK!SI~ WfLstlN F ROM be~y 
silt8eI~m4BJHf s9ii1siliIIil!lFa:()F ~'rlnF', 1: MEP 

-,..,.:-~ .. 

8.v\ CG III MAF 260214Z OCT69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MeEO &i-1 
FOR FEELEY FROM DOOLEY 
ACTIVATION OF FIRST SERVICE BATTALION 

~. @S III !tAra 3B8~~621 ee:fe~ (U) 
al*8R U!Bl'l PRSH B~l'5!JEY 

Jl1Min~p eR'fl\TI en eli' JJ8BH ~!t;!LER 

~. -es III !:!ilrF ~1!t4~!~ oeI6~ (!) 
fiR 1'OwNSEND P Rom NH!iff!ft~ON 
V!~!! ep 1'1eJEM H@HATII HililH iII8 iHlJiilBBef18 F8MHB1ITiiN Q~QWP 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

GP-41. CG III MAF 220718Z OCT69 (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FOR ZUMWALT FROM NICKERSON
PHONG CHAU CLEARANCE OPERATIONS (U)

2. € III MAF 2209202 OCT69 (U)

FOR ROBERTSON FROM NICKERSON
ASSIGNMENT OF CYSCT J C

GP-43. CG III MAF 230707Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
LETTER FROM UNIDENTIFIED VC UNIT

T
CG III MAF 230708Z OCT69 (U)4.

FOR ABRAMS FROM NICKERSON
VIETNAMESE LANGUAGE BROADCAST, ICTZ

GP-45. CG III MAF 240244Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
122MM ROCKET INCIDENT AT 3DMARDIV

GP-46. CG III MAF 250116Z OCT69 (S) EYES ONLY
FOR TOWNSEND FROM NICKERSON
READDRESSAL OF LETTER FROM VC UNIT

ee III MAP 2506082 CCT69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
POR WILSON FROM DOOLEY
DOIGNMENT OF CHIEF or STAFF, I MEF

GP-48. CG III MAF 260214Z OCT69 (S) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE MCEO
FOR FEELEY FROM DOOLEY
ACTIVATION OF FIRST SERVICE BATTALION

ee III MAT 2608502 OCTOS (C) SPECAT EXCLUSIVE9.
FOR WILSON FROM DOOLFV

10 III MAP 0009302 00169 (U)

FOR HISE FROM DOOLEY
TRANSP ORTATION OF BCEN MUBLER

ee III MAF 3114322 OCT69 (c)H.
FOR TOWNSEND FROM VICKERSON
VISIT OF MGMN MCMATH WTMU THE BRONDOMS FOUNDATION GROUP

DECLASSIFIED



'1 . . ".' ~ ," 

DECLASSIFIED 

e 
SECRET 

• . HEADQUARTERS . 
~,·~II. MARINE AIPHIBIDUS FIIELi.B .-

III MAFfORM 5216 (REV a-69) 

x . ORIGINATOR 
A . ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO~.(OjNTROL DATE I 
I - INFORMATION 0"2 ~IfI.Z ftA9 69 .. 
S - SIGNATURE P "'P'~' (Opy NO. OF· (OPIES REC'D. 

co , .. HAY I DATE 

'2 OCT " 
OPEUTION (ODE FROM 

DEPCORDS 
. DSA ICTZ 0 Retain tor _ mcmthll. 

/ SiS r lBLZ- ('(XV l.t ~o 
G -1' f I (I 0 Destroy" atter routing. 

~--~~---r--~----~----+-----~ 

G-2 0 Return far pel"'manent retentiCG. 
G-3 
G-4 Section Si2na.ture 
G-~ 

G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 
CHAP 
eli 

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
fSEO 

HQ (MDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAl 
ORD 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDTH 

FoRMED 0 
SfC 
T'-C ~ t---t~SGfr~MAJ""*---i----+--+----t(USE IEVEISE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) //( / b / 

~ 

SE.CIlEI' . 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

III. MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
X ORIGINATOR g2 OCT 69CO III HAFA - ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE
1 - INFORMATION o 02004 OCT 69
S - SIGNATURE OF COPIES REC'D.COPY NO.

SUBJECT SECRET/FOR MOEN TOWNSEND FROMDATE
INITIALROUTE CODESECTION

LTGEN NICKERSONOUTIN

VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMAOV TO ICTZ 30SEPGO4 200CG I

To5 DCG
REMERKSC/S3 I /

10/2
2 IDC/S

DISPOSTION:
DCS PLANS
DEP CORDS

months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

10/2 COLYPS
IS/S

Destroy after routing.G-1
G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

HAS BEEN SENT

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

FORMED O
SEC

(16)

TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED , • 
-------- --~- '.. -_. - -.. 
I ~ ,,!~IM! ~7 '.11<"-~ 

F'YI er, Tn 1'r'417 
Tn Cr'1'IIUSfIIIA CH 
~"!I'l <"-:r 

S J:' 'c Q ~ '?'/F'f"P MGt~l Tm·' ~J~NJ) FROM LT~EN NI et<E~~MJ 
V!SIT nvDF,:Pc!"\r:H~Mor,V TO leTt. ,~0SEP~9 
". C!"'I'iIUS1'!!AC"f 32?'S7 D!G 3r.q 105Z MAY~9 
t. ,,<"It ~1.1B"" ITTED I~51 fiE F' A. , 
2. (:.1F~t r;:tOgC!O~l {JQO DN~ BASE nf'S 31710933J-r SEP~9, li'AS 
~ET BV L"GE~ NICKEo Sf')~' Am ESCORTED 10 tfr.'l I! I MAP. 
Am'17Q A BOlEF'_CA'~t ON TFE cr., GEN ROS~~1 hlAS BRIEFED 
BY·!T! MAF' ~AF'F'. ~-3 E, ~-4 ON KEv ASPECTS 01' KEvc:;TONE 
rAoDn' AL. F'f"lL THE BPIEF', '?E~l RO~C:ON ASK'J.:D ABOUT . 
~Fr.!sl')o Cf'VERAt;E IN THE ~lIcrz REC0N AREA MJD QL~ lED 

.. ~., .. 

THE' 'OAT I0N.Atr; USFD !N SI7IN~ THE 3D JV!ARD IV REDEPLOYM.ENT· 
HI cr:'~MFp,rr s. . 
3. llT 3(}!1Q!!~ ~EN ROSSON A~,D r-EN NI~J<ERSO~l DEP~qTED }Tn III 
f1\t\11' F'''''~! t":1"!1?pg HIj AND CALLED ON I'>1GEN Tqt(JNf?, f.lCTINt: ICORPS 
Cf"IMDR. "',. 3t!!tnl"5Ii!H, ACCf'\MP~.NIED BY ~EN ~JICKERSON, GEN Tq"OMG 
A~1l) B~F.N MULLFo, DSA I e"lRPS~ ~EN ROSSr}N ~OCEFDFD TO u,,-, 
yxpr Cf'\Op~ !;f1:·n~:Q~ HE ',"AS N~T BY LTGE~l ZAI~, M~EN l;1RI~r..rr" M~F.~J 
LJf1Nf.S AND Mr,Ep,l "']-lEFL!!:? FOLLOHINr, Lt!NC}l AT Tl-IE eOMIY!Am MESS, 
)/'YIIF C!'10 P S, Gf'1I1 Q<"ISSilN hlAS BR IEFED BV MEMBER!) OF' THF XXIV CORP~ 
S,. ~T:'''. Cl"'t P OLL I~, 1 ~E 8-3, f') tITL I NED PtA N5 F'OR RED I~R IB '.IT ION 
r'\F' "~Q.cr ~ D tP HH~ T H~ ~!lIT ~R A11 AL 0 F' 3D MARD!V MtD ~ T:'TF-R T 141': IR . 
DP'At)'T' HPF.. r-w Cf\vE1?ED t)ESPON~IB IL IT IES OF" ALL In!rTS Hl NIORTHl!:t:lN 
I Cl)qps TO UHl.flDF !l'lIt<;"1' ABN DIV (Al'fJ) , 1ST ARVN D N, !S'T BD~ 
5TH INF', AND M~ I L"C CIDr, CAMP. HE TJ:fE~~ BRIF1<L v rOVERED OPLAN 
tg3-~9, HI~t.l!_ Ir.:!l-fT ING MISSION, CONCEPT OF o PER AT IONS, l\IIANEfJuER 

AND F'It>E <i. D tlQ H1n T HI<' D ISCU~S 10 N 0 F' MA~!E t!l!~ , ' GF. N qO SC:O N A SW,!) 
l,rvY;:°F\1'4E I",!<:.''l' ABN DIV ti?OT1.D BE LOCATED MlD I,!~S !NJ;'f'Ji>MFD THaT, 
'!"ltF,v W")PLD BF. H' TVF VICH!ITY OF 1'58 ~A~~V, mE!)! :IF ~H1J)v A~1D TJ.!1' , 
V! CH' IT v !IT:' MA! LOC - - ! J.fISA'q FA EVE ~IT '-'ALL v ~ ECO~ !NG A. REeD ~1 ZrJ ME. ! 
DUOINf:; THE D ISCUSSI0~1 OF FIRES, GE~J ROSSON ASKED 1,Y1:TAT 1"O'llD 
RF.,.. .... !'t1F. nli FC;B F'PLLED AFT~R , neT A~D !"AS I"I\.n~MF.D TUA! IT !.IOL'lD 
PPI)B6El..vBI<' L\ r.nI't'BJ.~'E'D t;"It?E'8A~ pnq?D AQU~!~F~T A~'!JH~FLMS. 1~.{jJ....J 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

P 0200007 7.5F-A
FM CG TII MAF
TO COMUSMACU
7 FM

OCT
S F F T/F OP MGEN TOW NSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF DEPONMUSMACV TO ICTZ 39SEP69
A. COMUSMACI 32267 DIG 3911957 MAY69
1. FOL SUBMITTED IAW REF A.
2. GEN ROSSON ARD DNG BASE nPS 300933H SEP69, WAS
MET BV LIGEN NICKER SON AND ESCORTED TO 40 III MAF.
AFTER A BD IEF. CALL ON THE CG, GEN ROSSON WAS BR IEFED
By ITI MAF STAFF, G-3 & G-4 ON KEY ASPECTS OF KEYSTONE
CARDINAL. FOL THE BRIEF, GEN ROSSON ASKED ABOUT
SENSOR COVERAGE IN THE NICTZ RECON AREA AND QUER IED
THE PAT IONALE USED IN SIZING THE 3D MARD IV REDEPLOYMENT
INCREMENTS.
3. AT 3019184 GEN ROSSON AND GEN NICKER SON DEPARTED HO III
MAF FOR I CORPS HQ AND CALLED ON MGEN TR LONG, ACTING I CORPS
COMDR. AT 30105AH, ACCOMPANIED BY GEN NICKERSON, GEN TRIONG
AND BOEN MULLED, DSA I CORPS: GEN ROSSON PROCEEDED TO 40
XXIV COOPS WHERE HE HAS NET BY LIGEN ZAIS, MGEN RIGHT, MAEN
JONES AND MGEN "HEELER. FOLLOWING LUNCH AT THE COMMAND MESS,
XXIII CORPS, GFN ROSSON WAS BR IEFED BY MEMBERS OF THE XXIV CORPS
STATE. COL ROLLIER. THE G-3, OUTLINED PLANS FOR RED ISTR IB UT ION
OF FOR.CE.S DIPING THE WITHDRAWAL OF 3D MARDIV AND AFTER THEIR
DEPARTURE. HF COVERED RESPONSIBI IT IES OF ALL UNITS IN NORTHERN
I CORPS TO INCLIDE 121ST AB N DIV (AM), 1ST ARVN D IV, 1ST BDE
5TH INF, AND MAI LOC CIDG CAMP. HE THEN BRIFFLY COVERED OPLAN
183-69, HIGH IGHT ING MISSION. CONCEPT OF OPER AT IONS, MANEOVER
AND FIPES. DURING THE D ISCUSSION OF MANEUVER, GEN ROSSON ASKED
WORDE THE 121ST ABN DIV WOULD BE LOCATED AND WAS INFORMED THAT
THEY WOULD BF. IN THE VICINITY OF FSB SANDY, WEST OF SANDY AND THE
VICINITY OF MAI LOC - - THIS AREA EVENTUALLY BECOMING A RECOM ZONE.
DURING THE D ISCUSSION OF FIRES, GEN ROSSON ASKED WHAT WOULD
BECOME OF FSB FILLED AFTER 1 CT AND WAS INFORMED THAT IT WOULD
PROBABLY BE A COMBITED FIRE BASE FOR ?D AR NN DECT AND us ELMS. 16(1)

16 111
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T .6 c:K 01< ... 1-'1< D I I<F'Ji'Q E ~~T Ue tT~~ IT ~A t-T) Cf)~~1)IM fiT H~ --f~'c.rr'nT-cr Ib "fe -­
t.lfi',"fi' 'T't1fi'f~ D YC:CHeC:FD. D lJ? I~l~ D rgCUC;SI0N OF" THE 3D MA~D IH 
r-EN p('le~nN ~,SlWl) HHAT THE 3D IVI~.RD IV StRUEILLANCF. r.O~'TqOL 'o.~m 
l'IlAl\lA GF.MnITPL ~T on N (5 CAMP) II' A SAND W W) NO l1LD '_lfl.'D ~T a y,'I<: IT e 
tllI c:<; InN hT vE N IT pF.DE PLC ':ED. j.! IS PlJ[ ST 10 N MAS A t.1S!if~ rn B v G 11.~~ 
NICKF"eI)M. ~EN q""SSON '>lAS BR IEF'ED r;~1 THE PRI"lPOSED Cl-IM.'GE I~~ 
'i"HE yY.TV C0'OP~ BnUt\IDARy pF.mIN~ ARqIVAL A<;HORE 01< THE k.:~rrlt?E 
26'l"\.f Mat'I"E RTi:~. GEM Qf)Sf:0~1 '!'AS '!'HE~l BR IEITD ON XXIV rORPS 
ppr-P"'lc:FD TAr" rCAL LOC PLA~I. CnL PIlTTON, TUE ~-z MAC:; TH~. NF'l(T 
130 IE f1:P,. l-JV C0Vl7OED \fAR Int's Hll'ORMAT ICJ~l C')LLECTI0rJ N~F.NrIF.C:; 
A~lD EC!~t!P~FP"lT ~VAILABLE Tn XXIV C0P PS. ~FN R""eSO~IAS!<T?D II<' 
.1r11t~ A~N DIV }lAD A~'Y 0\1-1 tJ.:RmAFi. ~'€~l '~Rj(.!HT 4l\tSl'lERED 

;' ~15: 

'':'VAT TliEV "'FOE HI TJ-'ETOR.E BTTf Th'E DIVISION HAD ~10rJF". 8E~t I?Oc:'eOl\l 
A~Kt"D--Hnlo1~~'~~C~ !'11)'l.D B~ EI\'lPLM1fED A~1) lilAS INpnqM;:!) THAT Tl-fl':'" 
HnULD BF' E\'l'PLA~rr8) BY LON~ °AMr!E PATqI"\L~, }-IEL!"'OPTF.P,AND~Ir.~D 
t!'INr!~I0C'='A!iT - - UtT IMATE DENSITv DE·SJPED. BF:ING 50fi!.JtrtOL ¥;~LE( 
"'''-""XXIIJ cnopc: ~~TY T'4EN BRIE F'ED O~l n'~l~TIOr,IS A~D D!ePO~!TrOT\le 
1"\Ji" t"f1tl P<:: cDPT Y. D! seu S5 1'1 N I'!')LLfP·nm REr-lA'j:m IN"! r,1"l NTl:?OLL I rc~ AMD 
Q F ~ti A ~1(Y Pt?!'l crn tPE 'S, D FUELOF INS ~ ND f!:XPLO TT p~r- T ARr-l<:TjINJiOt?-
MAT I n~" MlD m NT~ 0LL ING .~ It? CR A FT F.: filTER INq T}W ARE\A. L~nL ~E 1'" 
p°F:C:E~rrFD "1""1' r!-~ pnRr I0~ nl' TPF B~ IEF"'~'~ .J" INCL!1l)Bl B~SJ<: r,a!'llP 
PEtnCP,"!' I('l~i AND D IC'onSP.L '"1R oEAC'SIr-~~MENt 'It- REAL EST"'1'. GF"N' 
'=I(,\SS'!N 1\~FNT InNED ,LESSO~lS LEAP NED IN It! C()qp~, AND ~-4 .. ' 
IHleHEoFD THAT HFP.AD THAT f"ATER TAL. ~-4 LnG I~ IC ~fJPPOqT 
PL~~,l lITtLI7IW! 'rAN MY MAS pqFSE~rrED, BASED pOON EVFNTHAh 
ctO~TNr, '11' DI"\~l(? FA - ClIA UIET CC1MPLEX. CrL OgrEF~l~ CO l~~' 
FlUE 5T!-! H1F", BD IEF'ED ON HIS UNIT' c: ACT IV IT Itt.::: TO INCLrCE 
TpE' f1E"" APE''' !IF' 'lPEPAT!()~1, D!STRI1311fIGN OF' fORCES, Mr~SION 
AND T~SKS. Ffr1pl.roC:Ie 'JJAS P'LACED ON ppvSICt\L L'"lCi~T IO~' Of THE i 
U~1!'l" S 0 r-ID Ji' A C 1'l p' IE t:: AU A IL ABLE AT !."PA ~)~ T~' I. MP. F N' lrrR TC H1:, ,.. .,,! 
C(JMMEN:J:'D 1'H.o.T" ffF hTnlt.D BE SEt\DIN~ .:nMF. AIR ASSF~,tf'TO.(-r.lg:~",,~ T~II/i 
E'F AT ~HI~ T 1MF' CnU_D NOT r.'JMMFNT OF" TJ-fE EXAr.T PACKAtE" (!EN • 
t?(le~nN flSKl"Dt.q.rr. !'1"ltD BE AT DD~~ HA'·Dfl1 f"A~ TOLD.?,T~!E "l\~TP-"" '. 
ft°!V f.:o,?D ~t>\'N DEf.:T, 1ST Al:?V~~ DIU 4(:1 (~I"'D) A~ro"3D f:t:'Dlt:'5TH ' 
CflV. OPEN 1) IqCU~S rl" r,l F"!)LLOHED DFAL HlG . II'!A INL ':' WIT H m NTROL ~ ND 
r.r.0'ODH1~.'T'Inr.l 1')1" F"rPES T('I It;1CLrO~ om, A'qTY, AND NAVAL GP~J~I~f," 
l'1El.1 APP'O("pt:?IA'1"F: LI~IS!')N AND CONT~IJL TI" t'SING !'Nn!=). 
4. ~EN pnSg0~! DEPAoTlm PHU BAl 1"OR DANM·~ 3~l5f.'15HA~'D DEoARTl?D 
D.a~l,aN~ FffQ S~Ir.!f)N AT 3ri!lS35Z. " /b «) 

//(~) 
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TASK OF - UF IFFERENT US UNITS AND COORD INATIN INSTRUCT IONS
WERE THEN D ISCUSSED. DIRING DISCUSSION OF THE 3D MARDIV
GEN POSSON ASKED WHAT THE 3D MARD IV SIRVE ILLANCE CONTROL AND
MANAGEMENT PLATOON (S CAMP) WAS AND WHO WOULD UNDERTAKE ITS
MISSION WHEN TT REDEPLOYED. HIS QUEST ION WAS ANSWERED BY GEN
NICKERSON. GEN ROSSON WAS BR IEFED ON THE PROPOSED CHANGE IN
THE XXIV CORPS BOUNDARY PEND ING ARRIVAL ASHORE OF THE ENT IRE
26T4 MADINE RECT. GEN ROSSON WAS THEN BR IEFED ON XXIV CORPS
PROPOSED IAC ICAL LOC PLAN. COL PATTON, THE G-2 WAS THE NEXT
BRIEFER. HE COVERED VAR IOUS INFORMAT ION COLLECTION AGENCIES
AND EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE TO XXIV CORPS. GEN ROSSON ASKED IF
101 S. ABN IV HAD ANY OV-1 AIRCRAFT. GEN WR IGHT ANSWERED
THAT THEY WERE IN THE TORE BIT THE D IVISION HAD NONE. GEN ROSSON
ASKED HOW SENSORS WOULD BE EMPLANTED AND WAS INFORMED THAT THEY
WOULD BE EMPLANTED BY LONG DANGE PATROLS, HELICOPTER AND FIXED
WING AIRCRAFT - - ULTIMATE DENSITY DESIRED BEING 500. CETCOL HALE
OF XXIV CORDS ART Y THEN BR IE FED ON FUNCT IONS AND DISPOSIT IONS
OF CAP PC ADI Y. DISCUSSION FOLLOWED REGARD ING CONTROLLING AND
CLEARANCE PROCED RES, DEVELOPING AND EXPLONTING TARGET INFOR-
MATION, AND CONNRELLING AIR CRAFT ENTER ING THE AREA. LITOL STEIN
PRESENTED THE C-4 PORT ION OF I FF BRIEFING TO INCLIDE BASE CAMP
RELOCATION AND DDISPOSAL OR PEASSIGNMENT OF REAL EST IT F. GFN
POSSON MENT IONED LESSONS LEARNED IN IV CORPS, AND G-4
ANSWERED THAT HE HAD THAT MATER IAL. G-4 LOGISTIC SUPPORT
PLAN UT II 17 I NG TAN MY WAS PRESENTED, BASED UPON EVENTUAL
CLOSING OF DONG HA - CUA VIET COMPLEX. COL 0 STEEN, CO 1ST
RDE 5TH INF, BRIEFED ON HIS UNIT'S ACTIVITIES TO INCLIDE
THE NEW ADEA OF OPERATION, DISTR IBIT ION OF FORCES, MISSION
AND TASKS EMPHASIS WAS PLACED ON PHYSICAL LOCATION OF THE
UNITS AND FACIL In IES AVAIL ABLE AI QUANG TRI. MGEN WR IGHT
COMMENTED THAT HE WOULD BE SENDING SOME AIR ASSETS TO ORANG TRI
BUT AT THIS TIME COULD NOT COMMENT OF THE EXACT PACKAGE GEN
ROSSON ASKED WHO WOULD BE AT DONG HAIDN WAS TOLD THE 108T H

ADIV GP, 2D DRUN REST, 1ST AR V N DIV HO (FWD) AND 3D SODM 5TH
CAV. OPEN D DISCUSSION FOLLOWED DEALING MAINLY WITH CONTROL AND
COODDINATION OF FIRES TO INCL IDE AIR, ART V, AND NAVAL GUNFIRE
WITH APPROPRIATE LIAISON AND CONTROL In USING UNITS.
4. GEN POSSON DEPARTED PHU BAI FOR DANANG 301505H AND DEPARTED
DANANG FOR SAICON AT 3015357.

16 (2)CP-4
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,~. P020820Z ZFF'-4 , 
i I'M CG I II MA F' 

TO COMUSMACV 
ZEM _0 , ... 

SEC RET IFOR MGEN TO~INSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
VISII OF COMUSMACV TO ICIZ. 25SEP 1969 
A. COMUSMACV 32267 DTG 301105Z MAY69 
1. FOL SUBMD TED IAl.lJ RE~' A. 
2. GEN ABRAMS ARR BASE OPNS'OANANG 250820H SEP WHERE 
H~ WAS 1,Jt.T BY CG III MAr AND CG XXIV CORPS. PARTY 
PROCEEDED IMMEDIATELY TO III MAl' BRIEFING ROOftJ r'OR A 
PRESENTATION BY XXIV CORPS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF OPLAN 
183-69. TH~ FORMAL BRIEFING DEALT GENERALLY WITH THE 
CONCfPT OF 3D MARDIV REDEPLOYMENT, REPOSITIONING OF 
OTHER XXIV CORPS ELEMENTS AND ARVN FORCES. THE BRIEFING 
WAS CONDUCTED BY COL ROLLIER, US ARMY, G-3 XXIV CORPS. 
THE FOL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS OCCURRED DURING THE 
SR IEF! NG: 

A. GEN ABRAMS: WHAT ABOUT THE PHASED REDEPLOYMENT 
OF THE 4T H MAR HIl!.S? ANS: A ·BN ON 5 ocr; 22 OCT AND 
5 NOV ALTHOUGH DATES ARE NOT YtT FIRM. 

, B. GEN ABRAMS: REFERRED TO INFO IN THE BRIEFING 
AND ASKED QUOTE WH£RE DID' LAMB (DAVIl) LAMB, UPI REPORTER) 
GET I HIS DOPE UNQUOTE? GEN ZAIS REPLIED THAT HE JUST 
DIDN'l KNOW -- THAT LAMB MUST HAVE PuT PIECES TOGETHER. 

C. GEN ABRAMS: AT WHAT TIME DOES GEN JONES RE­
LINQUISH RESPONSIBILITY AS A COMMANDER? GEN ZAIS 
ANSWERED, ON ORDER, DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF NOV. HE 
REPEATED IH~ TEmATIVE DATES THE 4TH MARINES WERE 
PHASI NG ouT. GEN A SRAMS: AREAS OF RESP'ONSI BILlTY ARE 
BEING TRANSFERRED BY STAGES ON THESE DATES? GEN ZAIS 
REPLIED, YES SIR. 

D. GEN ABRAMS: IS THE 1ST ARVN DIV GOING TO ESTAB­
LISH AN ADVANCE CP? GEN ZAIS: NO AUTH FROM SAIGON 
PRES!i:NILY. tl/E MUST DO SorqETHING ABOUT THIS. 

E. GE N ABRAf1]S: WE NEED COL OCATI ON OF THE lSI OF 
I HI!: 5TH AND lsI ARVN DIV. GEN ZAIS: LlONG HA WILL BE 
ponrr OF COORDINATION ,FOR 2D ARVN REGT, 1ST OF' THt!. 5T,H 
AID 1ST ARVN DIV FWD CP IF AUTH. I WILL LEAVE 1ST OF THE 
5TH AT QUANG TRI. I NEED A GEN OFFICiR IN THAT AREA. 
MAY PLACE ARTY COMuR AS AREA ,COORD1~ATOR. THIS IS ONE 
REASON I WAf,nED TO TALK 10 GEN MILDREN ABOUT NEW COOPS J71i) 
ARTY OFFICER. (r 

/7(;; 
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P 0208202 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRET /FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF COMUSMACV TO ICTZ 25SEP 1969
A. COMUSMACV 32267 DTG 301105Z MAY69
1. FOL SUBMITTED IAW REF A.
2. GEN ABRAMS ARR BASE OP NS DANANG 250820H SEP WHERE
HE WAS MET BY CG III MAF AND CG XXIV CORPS. PARTY
PR OCEEDED IMMEDIATELY TO III MAF BRIEFING ROOM FOR A
PRESENTATION BY XXIV CORPS ON IMPLEMENTATION OF OPLAN
183-69. THE FORMAL BRIEFING DEALT GENERALLY WITH THE
CONCEPT OF 3D MARDIV REDEPLOYMENT, REPOSITIONING OF
OT HER XXIV CORPS ELEMENTS AND ARVN FORCES. THE BRIEFING
WAS CONDUCTED BY COL ROLLIER, US ARMY, G-3 XXIV CORPS.
THE FOL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS OCCURRED DURING THE
BRIEFING:

A. GEN ABRAMS: WHAT ABOUT THE PHASED REDEPLOYMENT
OF THE 4TH MARINES? ANS: A BN ON 5 OCT; 22 OCT AND
5 NOV ALTHOUGH DATES ARE NOT YET FIRM.

B. GEN ABRAMS: REFERRED TO INFO IN THE BRIEFING
AND ASKED QUOTE WHERE DID LAMB (DAVID LAMB, UPI REPORTER)
GET THIS DOPE UNQUOTE? GEN ZAIS REPLIED THAT HE JUST
DIDN'T KNOW -- THAT LAMB MUST HAVE PUT PIECES TOGETHER.

C. GEN ABRAMS: AT WHAT TIME DOES GEN JONES RE-
LINQUISH RESPONSIBILITY AS A COMMANDER? GEN ZAIS
ANSWERED, ON ORDER, DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF NOV. HE
REPEATED THE TENAATIVE DATES THE 4TH MARINES WERE
PHASING OUT. GEN ABRAMS: AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY ARE
BEING TRANSFERRED BY STAGES ON THESE DATES? GEN ZAIS
REPLIED, YES SIR.

D. GEN ABRAMS: IS THE 1ST ARVN DIV GOING TO ESTAB-
LISH AN ADVANCE CP? GEN ZAIS: NO AUTH FR OM SAIGON
PRESENTLY. WE MUST DO SOMETHING ABOUT THIS.

E. GEN ABRAMS: WE NEED COLOCATION OF THE 1ST OF
THE 5TH AND IST ARVN DIV. GEN ZAIS: DONG HA WILL BE
POIM OF COORDINATION FOR 2D ARVN REGT, 1ST OF THE 5TH
AND 1ST ARVN DIV FWD CP IF AUTH. I WILL LEAVE 1ST OF THE
5TH AT QUANG TRI. I NEED A GEN OFFICER IN THAT AREA.
MAY PLACE ARTY COMUR AS AREA COORDINATOR. THIS IS ONE
REASON I WANTED TO TALK 10 GEN MILDREN ABOUT NEW CORPS

17(1)ARTY OFFICER.
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1 3. POS1-'ERIEF DISCUSSION PERIOD: , 
I A • G E ,', L. A IS: W A NT TOG I V E uP V A NJ Y ( V C B) BUT MUS r 
1 MOVE MAl LOC VILLAGE. WILL TAKE FIVE uAYS. WANT TO 

I 
ESTABLISH NEW FSB AT CARROll ON SITE OF OLD FSB. HE 
DISCUSSED LONG RANGE ARTY CAPABILITIES FROM FSB CARROLL 
AND FSB FULLER. 

B~ GEN ZAIS: POSED THE QU~STION OF MARINE AVIATION 
SUPPORT LEn TO SUPPORT ARVN AND 1ST OF THE 5TH. WITHOUT 
()SMg ,SUPPARTJi R ~QU IRE.ME: NT S.j.! OULj)'- O~t.BL.OAIJ 101 SI-HU-O-­
RESOURCES. AFTER CG III MAr uECIDES wHAT HE CAN PROVIDE, 
W III ASK FOR ADDU I ONAl SUPP OR T IF N2EDED. 

C. GEN NICKERSO~J: DI SCUSSED TW 0 MEDI UM A ND ONE 
LIGHT SQD NS AT PHU BAl. HAD NOT iJECIlJEl.i EXACTLY. STAFF 
IS LOOKING INTO fHi PROBLEM. WILL LET GEN ABRAMS K[I)OW. 
DESCRIBED RECON ELEMENTs THAT wILL COVl:i:R VACATED AREAS. 
NO'f AS SiRONG AS DELTA FORCE Bur wILL HELP. STATED PLAN 
'to INCREASE SiNSORS AND USE AUTOMATIC READOUT DATA 10 
SHO OT 17:.> Mr'] GU NS FR 0['1 FSB' S. 

D. GEN lAIS STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF AIR READOUT 1'0R 
AIC IN PLACE. RESIDUAL CAPABILITY wITH OTTERS ANU AN 
EXPt-RHiii!:i~iAL TO}lER. G-2 IS WORKING wHH BGEN BURKE, 
(DC/S, PLAI~S Hi MAF) ON Sl:!.NSORS. MUCH 10 BE iJONE. 

E. GEN ~A1S: DISCUSSEDCONCEPI OF' ROAD NETS FROM 
QL-l TO ALL fi~J:$'SlO PRECLUDE HELO REQUIREMJ!.Nl DURING 
MARGINAL Wl:!.ATHt.l1 AiIlUWOULlJ R~QUIRE LESS FUTURE hl:!.LO 
SUPPORT FOR ARVN. Nt-Xl S1l:!.P IS FOR LINE OF SIGHT 
READOU'fs BETWEEN FSB'S AND SE[~SORS \~ITH A CANOPY OF rIRE 
SUPPORT. ENGRS ARI!: UEVl:!.LOPING. 
4. GEN ABRAt''1S UEPARTiD DANANG BASE OPNS AT 250950H 
SEp 69 FOR ISN. 
GP-4 
620 

DECLASSIFIED 

17(2-/ 

3. POSI -BRIEF DISCUSSION PERIOD:
A. GEN LAIS: WANT TO GIVE UP VANDY (VCB) BUT MUST

MOVE MAI LOC VILLAGE. WILL TAKE FIVE DAYS. WANT TO
ESTABLISH NEW FSB AT CARR OLL ON SITE OF OLD FSB. HE
DISCUSSED LONG RANGE ARTY CAPABILITIES FROM FSB CARROLL
AND FSB FULLER.

B. GEN ZAIS: POSED THE QUESTION OF MARINE AVIATION
SUPPORT LEFT TO SUPPORT ARVN AND 1ST OF THE 5TH. WITHOUT
USMC SUPPORTN REQUIREMENTS WOULD-OVERL0AD10SIHELO
RESOURCES. AFTER CG III MAF DECIDES WHAT KE CAN PROVIDE,
WILL ASK FOR ADDITIONAL SUPPORT IF NEEDED.

C. GEN NICKERSON: DISCUSSED TWO MEDIUM AND ONE
LIGHT SQD NS AT PHU BAI. HAD NOT DECIDED EXACTLY. STAFF
IS LOOKING INTO THE PR OBLEM. WILL LET GEN ABRAMS KNOW.
DESCRIBED RECON ELEMENTS THAT WILL COVER VACATED AREAS.
NOT AS STRONG AS DELTA FORCE BUT WILL HELP. STATED PLAN
TO INCREASE SENSORS AND USE AUTOMATIC READOUT DATA TO
SHOOT 170MM GUNS FROM FSB'S.

D. GEN ZAIS STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF AIR READOUT FOR
A/C IN PLACE. RESIDUAL CAPABILITY WITH OTTERS AND AN
EXPERIMENIAL TOWER. G-2 IS WORKING WITH BGEN BUR KE,
(DC/S, PLANS 111 MAF) ON SENSORS. MUCH 10 BE DONE.

E. GEN ZAIS: DISCUSSED CONCEPT OF ROAD NETS FROM
QL -

1 TO ALL FSB'S 10 PRECLUDE HELO REQUIREMENT DURING
MARGINAL WEATHER AND WOULD REQUIRE LESS FUTURE HELO
SUPPORT FOR ARVN. NEXI STEP IS FOR LINE OF SIGHT
READOUTS BETWEEN FSB'S AND SENSORS WITH A CANOPY OF FIRE
SUPPORT. ENGRS ARE DEVELOPING.
4. GEN ABRAMS DEPARTED DANANG BASE OPNS AT 250950H
SEP 69 FOR TSN.

17/21GP-4
620
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l-Ass~s~M~NT OF ENEPlY SITUATION IN IeTZ \~ 

1- T Hi: FOLLOW ING Ar~t.SSMEN! ADDR£SSi:.S THE t!:Nt.:MY SITUATIOn 'IHlen 0, 
CONi'ROruS us IN iell .• lHE OVi.:RALl. THI:?EAT REMAINS ESSENTIALLY '.<> 
UfvCl1A NGEDI N TERMS OF' TOTAL ENEMY STRENGTHS, UNITS AND CA ?ABIl.U Il:.(.~(' . 
THE J"OCAL t'OINJ.S Ot" t:.Nt:.Mt AITUltlO!', CONTINUE TO BE CONCENTRATEv ON"'~~/( 
flit:. LiMl., DANANG, HIEP DUC ANi) THE BA TO-DUe PHO AREAS. IN AUDITION, 
I rt; t.1IIJ:.M', '?J:.Ct:.l'ftl. Y liAr DeMONSTRATED A SPECIAL INTEREST UI ATTACK1t~G 
Rt.I"UGi:.E SETTLEMENT lOCATIONS THROUGHOUT EASTERN QUANG NGAI ~ROVINCI!.. 
t HE I HRUST OF HIS OPERATI o~s HAS ?EFLECTED AN l'.:CONOMY OF YOKCe 
STRATEGY. HIS ACT IONS hAVE BEEN CHARACTER {ZED BY ATTACKS BY tIRe 
AW HH-AHD ... RUNSA?pr;R ATTACKS WIIH PEf?IODIC HIGH POIt~TS IN WHICH 
THERE IS SOME INCREASt. IN THE LEViL OF' ENi::MY ACTIVITY. COMPLEMENTED 
By I~CREASED ENE~Y POLITICAL ACTIVITY, THIS PATTERN OF MILITARY 
OPERATIOt\S HAS SEEN ACCOMPANIED BY A STEPPED uP CAMPAICN OF' TERRm, 
PROPAGANDA, ASSASSINATIOr~, KIDNAPPIN~S AND OTHER }i"ORMS OF COERCION. 
2. LOOKI NG AT telZ AS A WHOLE, THE MOST Sl~NU'lCAtJT CHANGE BY FAF~ 
I N THE PR ES£NT SIIUAT I ON IS THe REDEe-LOYMENT OUT- OF-COUNTRY 01" 1 HE 
3RD MARINE DIVISION AND HiRE IN NICTZ IS wHERE WE HAVE OUR PRINCIPAL 
CONCERN. MAJ GEN TRUONG'S l:.VALUAlION 1::> l!SSt.NJ.!ALLY AS FOLLCWS: 

A. CAPABILITIES: TU: ENZMY IS CAPABLE OF REGIME NI AL SIZE 
ATTACKS ONLY IN THE vICINITY OF tHE DMZ OR NEAR THE LAOTIAN 
FRONTIER (1. E. BASE AREA S11) t SATTA1..ION ATTACKS H~ THg PIl::i)PlCNT 
AREAS AND POSSIBLY COMPANY SIZE ATTACKS IN THE COASTAL PLAINS. 
H£ COriSIO£RS THE. LATTER to BE UNLIKELY. TPC: ENEMY CAN CONTINUE 
(TACKS BY rIRE, TH~ USE OF MINES AND BOOFY TRAPS, ANu SMALL 
't~&:RRORIST ATTACKS IN THt: POPULATION AREA5 AT ABOUT THE SAME SCALE 

:,'1\$' IN RECENT MONTH. THE EMEMY DOE~, OF COURSE, HAVE THE CAPABIL-
l~TY FOR A LARGE SCALE, MULT I-REe!Mt!:NTAL ATTACK BUT THIS \II OULD BE 
l'N THE NATURE: ,Of A ·vO-,OR-DIE" EfFORT AND NOT AS A RATIONAL MIL.I­

, TAR'f ACTrON OR CI>.PA~ILIIY. SUCH AN ATTACK WOULD PROeABLY BE AIMED 
AT tHE ~UE-PHU SAl AREA wtHI A SIMULTANEOUS ATTACK ON ALLILD 31-1/1 
'.ClI AtOll t Hi f)fIZ. 

• 
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0 B391206 ZYH ZFF-1 LFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
1OPSECRE T/SENSITIVE/LIMUIS/EYES ONLY
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON 3
ASSESSMENT OF ENEMY SITUATION IN ICTZ
1. THE FOLLOWING ASSESSMENT ADDRESSES THE ENEMY SITUATION WHICH
CONFRONIS US IN ICIL. THE OVERALL THREAT REMAINS ESSENTIALLY
UNCHANGED IN TERMS OF TOTAL ENEMY STRENGTHS, UNITS AND CAPABILITIES
THE FOCAL POINTS OF ENEMY ATTENTION CONTINUE TO BE CONCENTRATED ON
I HE DMZ, DA NA NG , HIEP DUC AND THE BA TO-DUC PKO AREAS. IN ADDITION,
T ME ENEMY RECENTLY HAS DEMONSTRATED A SPECIAL INTEREST IN ATTACKING
REFUCEE SETTLEMENT LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT EASTERN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE.
THE THRUST OF HIS OPERATIONS HAS REFLECTED AN ECONOMY OF FORCE
STRATEGY. HIS ACTIONS HAVE BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY ATTACKS BY FIRE
AND MII-AND-RUN SAPPER ATTACKS WITH PERIODIC HIGH POINTS IN WHICH
THERE IS SOME INCREASE IN THE LEVEL OF ENEMY ACTIVITY. COMPLEMENTED
BY INCREASED ENEMY POLITICAL ACTIVITY, THIS PATTERN OF MILITARY
OPERATIONS HAS BEEN ACCOMPANIED BY A STEPPED UP CAMPAIGN OF TERROR,
PROPAGANDA, ASSASSINATION, KIDNAPPINGS AND OTHER FORMS OF COERCION.
2. LOOKING AT ICTZ AS A WHOLE, THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGE BY FAR
IN THE PRESENT SITUATION IS THE REDEPLOYMENT T-OF-COUNTRY or THE
3RD MARINE DIVISION AND HERE IN NICTZ IS WHERE WE HAVE OUR PRINCIPAL
CONCERN. MAJ GEN TRUONG'S EVALUATION IS ESSENTIALLY AS FOLLOWS:

A. CAPABILITIES: THE ENEMY IS CAPABLE OF REGIMENTAL SIZE
ATTACKS ONLY IN THE VICINITY OF THE DMZ OR NEAR THE LAOTIAN
FRONTIER (I. E. BASE AREA (11), BATTALION ATTACKS IN THE PIEDMONT
AREAS AND POSSIELY COMPANY SIZE ATTACKS IN THE COASTAL PLAINS.
HE CONSIDERS THE LATTER TO BE UNLIKELY. THE ENEMY CAN CONTINUE
ATACKS BY FIRE, THE USE OF MINES AND BOOFY TRAPS, AND SMALL
TERRORIST ATTACKS IN THE POPULATION AREAS AT ABOUT THE SAME SCALE
AS IN RECENT MONTH. THE EMEMY DOES, OF COURSE, HAVE THE CAPABIL-
ITY FOR A LARGE SCALE, MULTI-REGIMENTAL ATTACK BUT THIS WOULD BE
IN THE NATURE OF A "-0-OR-DIE" EFFORT AND NOT AS A RATIONAL MILI-
TARY ACTION OR CAPABILITY. SUCH AN ATTACK WOULD PROBABLY BE AIMED
AT THE HUE-PHU BAI AREA WITH A SIMULTANEOUS ATTACK ON ALLIED 34/11FORCES ALONG THE DMZ.
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! INtiUIOIfS. GENtftAL TRUOIIG IS AWAR! OF IItELLIG£NCi ------1 
Rt'.rs OF A POSSIBLE '_MY O"iNSIVE 11 OCTOen BUt CO.SIDERS it 
MGiI£ 'ROBAttL' THAT ,TM[ LEV!l. ANt.! TYPE OF COITAetS WILL REMAIN ABOUT 
THE: SAME THROUGH DECEMEER. THERE IS SOME POSSIBILITY THAT THE 
ENEMY MAY RISK A STRONG ATTACK AS A PROBE OR TEST OF' OUR NEW DIS .. 
POSTIONS SOUTH OF THE. DMZ DU~HJ~ OR AFTER THE WITI-WRAWAL OF THE 
3RD MARINE DIVISION. THERE IS ALWAYS THE POSSIBILITY, hOWEVER 
REMOTE. OF A MAJOR £NEMY OFFENSIVE SOUTH FROM THE DMZ ANi) EAST 
FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO~ARD HUE-PHU BAL. nus WOULD OCCUR ONLY IF A 
POLItICAL SITUATION SHOULD onTAIN IN !.4HICH HANOI MAY BE LEiJ la,,, 
BELIEVE THAT A FINAL DESPERATE EFFORT COULD LEAD TO A SUCCESSl'UL\, 
CONCl,.USION OF THE WAR AND ACCORDINI'!ll..Y WOULD 8E WlL.J..ING TO ACCEPT 
I H£ DEstRucTION. OF MOST OF THE FCACES INVOLVED. IN bUCH A FINAL • 

. "ALL-OUI" OFFENSIVE, THE POSSIBILITY Of NVA AIR ATTACKS SHOULu NOT 
BE OVERLOOke;D. GEN TRuorm STATED THAT SINCE HE WAS NOT REALLY 
AWARE OF T HE us CAPABILITY 1'0 DETECT A \liD TK~ART AN ENt.{'IlY A1R 
ATTACK, HE COULD NOT VERY WELL EVALUATE HANOI'S WILLINGNESS TO 
TAKE THE RISK. Nk.VERl HELE..S.S-I .. HE_J~Et..l~VES WE SHouLD flETA U~ SOME 
ANrI-AIRCRAfT CAPAP.ILIlY AROUND HiE: Pt)INCIPAL POPuLATION Ct..NTERS 
AND KEY I"JILITARY INSTALLATIONS ONTHE COASTAL PLAINS. tiE 1::XPt:CTS 

. r HAT EN&::MY UNITS WILL MOVE INto T11£ A SHAU VALLEY AND WESTERN 
QUANG TRI AS ALLIED TROOPS WIIHDt?AItJ FROM THESli. AREAS BuT IHAT II 
WILL BE MUCH EASIER TO DISLODGE THEM THIS TIME WHEt~ WE RETURN 10 

. T HE WEST ER N REGIONS AFTER THE MONSOON SEASON. HE POI WTS out IHAT 
II TAKES A L.ONG TIM':' rOO THE ENEMY TO BUILD AND SUPPLY A STRONG 
BASE CAMP. SOft}[ OF THE BASE CAMPS DESIR OYED BY THE ALLIED UNITS 
Iff THIS YEAR9S WESTERN OfiFENSIVi,S REQUl~ED TwO TO tHREE YEARS TO' 
PREPARE. 

c. SAPPERS: HE: IS AWARE OF THE INIELL Ir,ENC£ REPORTS OF THE 
E NEM.Y·S EFFORTS 10 TR AI N NEW 5APPt:R UNI IS "SUI),) OES Nor 8ELIEVE 
T HIs WILL EE VERY SUCCESF'UL. HE COMPARED GOOD SAPPERS TO GOOD 
SPEcIAL FORCES SOLD!iRS. THE NUMBE~ OF ~~N SUITED FOR THESE SKILLS 
WAS VERY LIMITED AND THAT REAL PROFICIENCY REQUIRED A VERY LONG 
TRAINING PERIOD. HE NOTED ThAT RECENT ATTACKS 9Y THL NLWLY 
TRAINED SAPFERS WERE NOT VERY £FF~CTtVE AND wERE VERY COSTLY TO 
T HE ENEMY. ' 
3. I CONSIDER GENE~AL TRUONG·S EVALUATION TO BE SOUN&) AND WELL 
FOUNDED IN FACl. I BEI..IEVE AS HE DOES, THAT IN PREFERENCE TO 
(itA 00 OFFENSIVE OPERATION3, THe ENEMY IS I'IIORE LIKELY IO. C01HINUE 
CONDUCTING LIMITED ATTACKS ON OU~ r~qC£S IN ICTZ, STRESSING AT­
TACKS BY FIRE AND SAPPc..R ATTACKS Aid) PLACI N~ PART! Cu1..AR EMPHASIS 
ON POLITAICAL ACTIVITIES. COUPLED WITH T~IS IS THE MARKED POSSl­
BILIlY I HAT THIi. ENEMY MAY ATTEMPT TO TEsr us AT THE EARLIEST OPPOR­
TUNE MOMENT WITH ATTACKS UP TO REGIM~NTAL SIZE, MOST ESPECIALLY IN 
THE DMZ AREA. AT tHE SAME lIME, HE wILL SEEK TO DISCREDIT THE GVN 
CAPABILITY TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR ITS PEOPLE. TKUS, IT I~ 
EXPECTED TfiAT THt: ENEMY wILL CONTINUE HIS ECONOMY 0' FffiCE: EfFORTS 
IN Iell AND PROCEED WITH CAuTION AS TtiE PRESENT 'SITUAIIOi'4 CLARI­
FIES ITSELF. IT IS UNl.. IXEL Y THAT HE ;..tILL MAKE A DRAMA! IC CHANGE 
I~ HIS COURsE OF ACtION UIOTIL StJCHTI!'!! AS TH! REACTION TIME OF 
US GROUND COMBAT FCfiCES IN IeTZ AND ON A COuNtRYWIDE BASlS HAS 

...... B.E .. E ... N •.. RE.PU.CED .. TO. T ... HE. POINT HE JUDGES TO BE fAVOR.A.BLE.TO ... H .. l~" ...•. ·'·· . _ .. - ...•.. . .180 ~et!. PUC£D;lICi, fOR t:RANSfIll..SSION 011.. Y, ~:,";" . 
l~~~t "0rl~~'P-I. \I.~. _ .... D. VI .. 1. I. 1.,ORfIAL. .. HOU.RS •.. '.. ." .:.. :\:~l;.~·i.· .,... .- . . ' 
--- ........... '.~4~',;'i, .. '."' .. , .. ",.,,~ .. ~ :JtfP-}~ 
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B INTENTIONS: GENERAL TRUONG IS AWARE OF INTELLIGENCE
REPORTS OF A POSSIBLE ENEMY OFFENSIVE IN OCTOBER BUT CONSIDERS IT
MORE PROBABLE THAT THE LEVEL AND TYPE OF CONTACTS WILL REMAIN ABOUT
THE SAME THROUGH DECEMBER. THERE IS SOME POSSIBILITY THAT THE
E NEMY MAY RISK A STRONG ATTACK AS A PR ORE OR TEST OF OUR NEW DIS-
POSTIONS SOUTH OF THE DMZ DURING OR AFTER THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE
3RD MARINE DIVISION. THERE IS ALWAYS THE POSSIBILITY, HOWEVER
REMOTE, OF A MAJOR ENEMY OFFENSIVE SOUTH FROM THE DMZ AND EAST
FROM THE MOUNTAINS TOWARD HUE-PHU BAI. THIS WOULD OCCUR ONLY IF A
POLITICAL SITUATION SHOULD OBTAIN IN WHICH HANOI MAY BE LED TO
BELIEVE THAT A FINAL DESPERATE EFFORT COULD LEAD TO A SUCCESSFUL
CONCLUSION OF THE WAR AND ACCORDINGLY WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT
THE DESTRUCTION OF MOST OF THE FORCES INVOLVED. IN SUCH A FINAL,
"ALL-OUT" OFFENSIVE, THE POSSIBILITY OF NV A AIR ATTACKS SHOULD NOT
BE OVERLOOKED. GEN TRUONG STATED THAT SINCE HE WAS NOT REALLY
AWARE OF THE US CAPABILITY TO DETECT AND THWART AN ENEMY AIR
ATTACK, HE COULD NOT VERY WELL EVALUATE HANOI'S WILLINGNESS TO
TAKE THE RISK. NEVERTHELESS, HE BELIEVES WE SHOULD RETAIN SOME

NT I -AIRCRAFT CAPABILITY AR OUND THE PRINCIPAL POPULATION CENTERS
AND KEY MILITARY INSTALLATIONS ON THE COASTAL PLAINS. HE EXPECTS
THAT ENEMY UNITS WILL MOVE INTO THE A SHAU VALLEY AND WESTERN
QUANG TRI AS ALLIED TR 00PS WITHDRAW FROM THESE AREAS BUT THAT IT
WILL BE MUCH EASIER TO DISLODGE THEM THIS TIME WHEN WE RETURN TO
THE WESTERN REGIONS AFTER THE MONSOON SEASON. HE POINTS OUT THAT
II TAKES A LONG TIME FOR THE ENEMY TO BUILD AND SUPPLY A STRONG
BASE CAMP. SOME OF THE BASE CAMPS DESTROYED BY THE ALLIED UNITS
IN THIS YEAR'S WESTERN OFFENSIVES REQUIRED TWO TO THREE YEARS TO
PREPARE.

C. SAPPERS: HE IS AWARE OF THE INTELLIGENCE REPORTS OF THE
E NEMY'S EFFORTS TO TRAIN NEW SAPPER UNITS BUT DOES NOT BELIEVE
THIS WILL BE VERY SUCCESFUL. HE COMPARED GOOD SAPPERS TO GOOD
SPECIAL FORCES SOLDIERS. THE NUMBER OF MEN SUITED FOR THESE SKILLS
WAS VERY LIMITED AND THAT REAL PROFICIENCY REQUIRED A VERY LONG
TRAINING PERIOD. HE NOTED THAT RECENT ATTACKS BY THE NEWLY
TRAINED SAPPERS WERE NOT VERY EFFECTIVE AND WERE VERY COSTLY TO
THE ENEMY.
3. I CONSIDER GENERAL TRUONG'S EVALUATION TO BE SOUND AND WELL
FOUNDED IN FACT. I BELIEVE AS HE DOES, THAT IN PREFERENCE TO
MA OR OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS, THE ENEMY IS MORE LIKELY TO CONTINUE
CONDUCTING LIMITED ATTACKS ON OUP FORCES IN ICTZ, STRESSING AT-
TACKS BY FIRE AND SAPPER ATTACKS AND PLACING PARTICULAR EMPHASIS
ON POLITAICAL ACTIVITIES. COUPLED WITH THIS IS THE MARKED POSSI-
BILITY THAT THE ENEMY MAY ATTEMPT TO TEST US AT THE EARLIEST OPPOR-
TUNE MOMENT WITH ATTACKS UP TO REGIMENTAL SIZE, MOST ESPECIALLY IN
THE DMZ AREA. AT THE SAME TIME, HE WILL SEEK TO DISCREDIT THE GVN
CAPABILITY TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR ITS PEOPLE. THUS, IT IS
EXPECTED THAT THE ENEMY WILL CONTINUE HIS ECONOMY OF FORCE EFFORTS
IN ICTZ AND PROCEED WITH CAUTION AS THE PRESENT SITUATION CLARI-
FIES ITSELF. IT IS UNLIKELY THAT HE WILL MAKE A DRAMATIC CHANGE
IN HIS COURSE OF ACTION UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE REACTION TIME OF
US GR OUND COMBAT FORCES IN ICTZ AND ON A COUNTRYWIDE BASIS HAS
BEEN REDUCED TO THE POINT HE JUDGES TO BE FAVORABLE TO HIM.
sso NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY

DELIVER DURING NORMAL HOURS.
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::"'·;.""NCZ ZlK 
:t··,:,;:~c. CG III IIJfA' 

'0 CO mFPAC 
ZEM ... .. 
S E: CRt T IFOR LT SEN BUSl'.: FRCJIt L1 G~N NICKERSON/EYES ONl.. Y 
• ZAISSAYS ARMY ~"OULD LOOl{ BAD If' THEY DON"T CLOSE 
an XXIV CORPS EXPEDITIOUSLY APTER THIRD ~ARDIV LEAVES. 
2. CMC ASJ(~D Mit ON TELEPHONE: B~FORE I WENT to OKINAWA 
IF ANYTHING NEW ON THIS STAFF OR XXIV CORPS. ANSWER 
WAS T.HAt YOU HAD REc~MtNnEn TO HIM AND I 010 NOt HAVE 
KNO'4.EDCE .OF HIS REPLY. 
3. WHILE WAITING PLANE REPAIRS AT CUBI PT 3 OCT, 1 
VISITED tHE BLt/SLY CAMP WITH RADM LAMPERT AND Ca.. 
~T PACE. RALLEY NEEDS RANGES AND DRAINAGE. BELIEVE A 

,''JOE» tNGR WOULD GET 6 OR 7 APDIT! ONAl. 72-MAN QUONSETS 
CR EQUIVALENT SEA HUTS INT 0 THE AREA. HELOS OF SLF 
WOf.1.D HAVE TO U9'( SMALL BOAT R~AIR AREA. SHOUlD BE NO 
PROBLEM. C(l. PACE WAS GOING TO VISIT BOBCARMt:Y THIS 
WI!:l( T 0 D~SCUSS. I'M TRYING TO SHAKE LOOSE SOME 
BUTLERS AND WILL ADVISE • 
.4. NEW SUBJa 1 WOUlD ).,11<1': to SPRING MAJOR JESSE 
fLTMAN LOOSE FROM OKINAWA TO BE MY Sl!:NIOR AIDf.:. HE 
HAS MADE HIS PERSONAL ARRANGEMENTS AND HAS OVER TWO 
YEARS THERE NOWe IS DUE IN F!BRUARY ANYWAY. THIS 
WOULD GIVE CAPT ~EE ANDERSON A ONE-HALJt TOUR CHANGE 
AN1)GIVE I'lE AN AID~ I KNOW AND TRUST. HATE TO 
LOSE ANDY BUT I I WOULD NOT LltT HIM GET 'AR AWAY. 
fl2JOR JESSE At TMAN. 06,.322 t IS EX 0, SUPPl. Y BN, 
30 FSR. HE WILL COMPLETE tHIRTY MONtH~ IN FEB 1978. 
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR Hnp TO GET HIM. 
WARM RE GARD S. 
fP-4 
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~ :~ 

/> < , "', 
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"\.,,<' ( 
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SSO NOTEt PREcmENCE FOR TRANSMISSION nnIV1i:R DURING WORKING 
HOURS. 
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DECLASSIFIED

060916Z ZYH
CG III MAF

TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM

R E T/FOR LT GEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON/EYES ONLY
ZAIS SAYS ARMY WOULD LOOK BAD IF THEY DON'T CLOSE

OUT XXIV CORPS EXPEDITIOUSLY AFTER THIRD MARDIV LEAVES.
2. CMC ASKED ME ON TELEPHONE BEFORE I WENT TO OKINAWA
IF ANYTHING NEW ON THIS STAFF OR XXIV CORPS. ANSWER
WAS THAT YOU HAD RECOMMENDED TO HIM AND I DID NOT HAVE
KNOWLED GE OF HIS REPLY.
3. WHILE WAITING PLANE REPAIRS AT CUBI PT 3 OCT, I
VISITED THE BLT/SLF CAMP WITH RADM LAMPERT AND ca.
NAT PACE. GALLEY NEEDS RANGES AND DRAINAGE. BELIEVE A
XOOD ENGR WOULD GET 6 OR 7 ADDITIONAL 72-MAN QUONSETS
OR EQUIVALENT SEA HUTS INTO THE AREA. HELOS OF SLF
WOULD HAVE TO UST SMALL BOAT REPAIR AREA. SHOULD BE NO
PROBLEM. COL PACE WAS GOING TO VISIT BOB CARNEY THIS
WEEK TO DISCUSS. I'M TRYING TO SHAKE LOOSE SOME
BUTLERS AND WILL ADVISE.
4. NEW SUBJ: I WOULD LIKE TO SPRING MAJOR JESSE
ALTMAN LOOSE FROM OKINAWA TO BE MY SENIOR AIDE. HE
HAS MADE HIS PERSONAL ARRANGEMENTS AND HAS OVER TWO
YEARS THERE NOW: IS DUE IN FEBRUARY ANYWAY. THIS
WOULD GIVE CAPT LEE ANDERSON A ONE-HALF TOUR CHANGE
AND GIVE ME AN AIDE I KNOW AND TRUST. HATE TO
LOSE ANDY BUT I WOULD NOT LET HIM GET FAR AWAY.
MZ JOR JESSE ALTMAN, 064322, IS EXO, SUPPLY BN,
3D FSR. HE WILL COMPLETE THIRTY MONTHS IN FEB 1970.
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR HELP TO GET HIM.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION DELIVER DURING WORKING
HOURS.
265
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Destroy after routing.G-1
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PEi~ OPEHtUIONS ON THE CUA DAI RIVER SYSTHl (U) 
Ad YOUR 030608Z ocr 69 
Ie tel CONCUR IN IH~ A~IIONALE CONTAINED IN REF CA)~ HOWEVER~ 
IN VIEW OF THE CONTINUING IMPORTANCE OF IF CLEARWAtER OPERATIONS 
ON '{HE CUP: IJICT A@ PERFUf1JE RIVERS MW THE EEDUCTION (H. FORCES 
IN NICTZ r I RECOMMEND THAT, INIIIALLY~ EIGhT ?3R Q S BE TRANSFERRED 
TO OpeON eTG 115 g 1 FOR OPERATIONS, IN THE eVA DAlo AFTER A SUITABLE 
PERIon OF OPERATIOt~S9 \lJ[ GI\N HE>'EVflLU,~TF. THE. SITUATION TO DETERMINE 
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OTTCZYUW RHMMAFA0755 2860400-CCCC--RUMUGKD,
ZNY CCCCC
0 0704007 OCT 69

FOR

FM CG III MAF
TO RUMUGKD/COMNAVFORV
BT
CONFIDENIIAL
FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LIGEN NICKERSON DELIVER AT BEGINNING
OF DUTY HOURS
PER OPERATIONS ON THE CUA DAI RIVER SYSTEM (0)
A. YOUR 0308082 OCT 69
Be (C) CONCUR IN THE RATIONALE CONTAINED IN REF (A). HOWEVER,
IN VIEW OF THE CONTINUING IMPORTANCE OF IF CLEARWATER OPERATIONS
ON THE CUA VIET AND PERFUME RIVERS AND THE REDUCTION OF FORCES
IN NICTZ, I RECOMMEND THAT , INITIALLY, EIGHT PBR'S BE TRANSFERRED
TO OPCON CTG 115. 1 FOR OPERATIONS IN THE CUA DAI. AFTER A SUITABLE
PERIOD OF OPERATIONS, WE CAN RE -EVALUATE THE SITUATION TO DETERMINE
THE BEST DISTRIBUTION OF PBR ASSETS ON A PERMANENT BASIS.
2. (C) I WILL DISCUSS THE REDEPLOYMENT OF RAG-32 WITH LIGEN LAM.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
3T
0755

NANN

COPY 2 OF 6 COPIES

CONFIDENTIAL
1ST MARDIV 2100/4 (9/67)

22/11
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CG
DCG
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DC/S
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S/S

Destroy after routing.G-1
G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 Section
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ENGR
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PROTO
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• 
:) 111 .... 'Z ZY~ ZfF-6 
FM CG II!MAF' 
TO Cq ',r~t;lD MMWIV 
l~F'O CG FMFPAC 
ZEM 

DECLASSIFIED 

7!: -, ," • 

C I) N F' 10 £ N T I A L FOR MAJGEN JONES l~F'O "iGEN '/It.SQN 
FROM ?G£N DOOLEY 
RETURN Or RLT-5 TO CONUS 
A. CO THIRD Ml\ ~!J 08171 SZ ')CT 69 
~. CG T ItliW MAI~ 03171!, lZ OCT G!> 
1. REFS A AND :3 REFER. IN ADfJITIO~1 TO r~E: GUI;)f\NCE 
CI)~lTAINEO H1 REFS A MJ!} t", THE FOLLO:!IP1G AZli!: NOTES THAT 
HAVE BEEN TRAN5rlltTED OVER T!-lE TELEPHOfJE A:10NS THE 
r~mEE OF us AND HAVE :EEN COMPILED FOR YOUR 1~F',)R~ATI0f4. 

A. CMC HAS REC0GNliED THE 91FflCULTI£S OF O~~TAINl~G 
Ti{£ 330 RLT P£~Pl£ AND HAS AU!H A COIl1?ROMISE SOLUT IOfl. 
IT IS ~ECESSARY T~AT RLT-3 PERSO~NEL ONLY ~E LOADED IN 
THE FIRST PLANE A~O l~CLuDE coL Sl~LIK, SGTMAJ ~unEK 
A~!D THE COLOR GUARD. ' 

3. THE SECO~D PLANE c~~ H:CL.U~E ANYONE RETURNING. 
to CONUS r:R~.m THE TKIR!> !l1ARIM£ DIvISION. 

c. F'OLLO\!IRS IS GUlOAr-1CE COrfCE:RP.lING 
PERSONf,fEL APP£f\RANCE: 

. C 1) ALL n~DlvInUALS 1,IILl, ~E INnUNG~!?EES, 
STARCHED AND ALL or. tHE SAME TYPE. (PERSO~NEl. SHOULD 
CARRY O~E SET O~ STARCHED DUNGAREES ~M HA~QER A~OARD 
PLANE AND CHANGE SHORTt. Y PRIOR TO LAN!)I~G AT EL TORO.) 

(C) HELMETS, GREE~ SIDE OuT. WILL ~E 00RN. 
AFtER 1;f£ CEREMr'\NY THEY ';.JILL ";£ PICKED uP 3Y t:tEPS OF 
T~E 3TH MARDIV. (CG 3D MA~ RECOMMENDS TPAT PERSONNEL 
CARRY A DUNGAREE C0VER IN THEIR GEAR -- ',; ILL BE '>!ORN 
AFTER STEEL HELMETS HAVE nEE~ tURNED IN.) 

(3) RECOMME~mE!) THAT ACCO"'lMODATIONS FOR 
SHAVING A::OARD THE AIRCRAFT BE ARRA~mED. 

(4) PERSONNEL t!!lll !3E P'}RMED IMTO 1:10 
COMPANIES OF :?:0~i!N EACH Of' EACH OF THE I\IRCRAFT. 

(') eO~PANY GUIDONS OR BATTALION COLORS ARE: 
Nfl! REflUIRED ... - REG H1E~TAL COLORS ARE. 

1(6) RIFl.ES 'HLL BE PROVEDED 'lY I~CA5 EL TORO 
, TO THE COLOR GUARD UP0N ARRIVAL. 

(7) THERE WILLSE NATIONAL TV C,,)VERAGE FOR 
T:i£ ENtIRE CEREMONY. PERF''lRMM1CE OF OuR MARINES 'jILL 
!3E OF TNE K.IGH~ST STMtDARDS tHTH REGARD TO PERSONAL ; 
APPEARANCE AND MILITARY 9EARIN~ 

. WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 

sso ~OTEI PELIlJER DURING 
'.ORK I NG ,.OURS. 

-------,----.. _------

DECLASSIFIED 
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2 1014402 ZYM ZFF-6
FM CG III MAF
TO CO THERD MARDIV
INFO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL FOR MAJGEN JONES INFO 3GEN WILSON
FROM PGEN DOOLEY
RETURN OF RLT-3 TO CONUS
A. CG THIRD MAY 0817152 OCT 69
3. CG THIRD MA'S 0317217 OCT69

REC1. REFS A AND S REFER. IN ADDITION TO THE GUIDANCE
CONTAINED I !! REFS 4 AND °, THE FOLLOWING ARE NOTES THAT 11
HAVE BEEN TRANSMITTED OVER THE TELEPHONE AMONG THE
THREE OF US AND HAVE BEEN COMPILED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

A. CMC HAS RECOGNIZED THE DIFFICULTIES OF OPTAINING
THE 330 RLT PEOPLE AND HAS AUTH A COMPROMISE SOLUTION.
IT IS NECESSARY THAT RLT-3 PERSONNEL ONLY BE LOADED IN
THE FIRST PLANE AND INCLUDE COL SIMLIK, SGIMAJ DUDEK
AND THE COLOR GUARD.

3. THE SECOND PLANE CAN INCLUDE ANYONE RETURNING
TO CONUS FROM THE THIRD MARINE DIVISION.

C. FOLLOWING IS GUIDANCE CONCERNING
PERSONNEL APPEARANCE:

(1) ALL INDIVIDUALS WILL RE IN DUNGAREES;
STARCHED AND ALL OF THE SAME TYPE. (PERSONNEL SHOULD
CARRY ONE SET OF STARCHED DUNGAREES ON HANGER ABOARD
PLANE AND CHANGE SHORTLY PRIOR TO LANDING AI EL TORO.)

(2) KELMETS, GREEN SIDE OUT, WILL E ORN.
AFTER THE CEREMONY THEY WILL E PICKED UP BY REPS OF
THE 5TH MARDIV. (CG 3D MAW RECOMMENDS THAT PERSONNEL
CARRY A DUNGAREE COVER IN THEIR GEAR ILL BE WORN
AFTER STEEL HELMETS HAVE BEEN TURNED IN.)

(3) RECOMMENDED THAT ACCOMMODATIONS FOR
SHAVING ASOARD THE AIRCRAFT BE ARRANGED.

(4) PERSONNEL WILL BE FORMED INTO T 10
COMPANIES OF 80 MEN EACH ON EACH OF THE AIRCRAFT.

(5) COMPANY GUIDONS OR BATTALION COLORS ARE
NOT REQUIRED- REGIMENTAL COLORS ARE.

(6) RIFLES WILL BE PROVEDED BY MCAS EL TORO
TO THE COLOR GUARD UPON ARRIVAL.

(7) THERE WILL BE NATIONAL TV COVERAGE FOR
THE ENTIRE CEREMONY. PERFORMANCE OF OUR MARINES WILL
BE OF THE HIGHEST STANDARDS WITH REGARD TO PERSONAL
APPEARANCE AND MILITARY BEARING.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS.

29(1)
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G-2 V /1 ,....-: A..fJ o Return for permanent retentioa.. 
G-3 ' ... ~ 

/ 
G-4 Sec:t.ion Simatlmt 
G-~ ,. 

G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 
~HAP 

CIS 
COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
FSEO 

HQ (MDT ., Jse." INSP ... 
1/ITO 

~ NJA 
~ANAL 

ORD 
PMO 

POSTAL 
I'KUIU 

~YOP~_ 
RDTCE 
REPRO 
SJA 

lmSER'{ 
SUPPLY 

FnRMFOO 

_~f<: 

6i1 Tee 
SGT MAl I (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

,. 

'SEC:RET·' . 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

MARINE AMP HIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)A

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
12 OCT 69CG 111 MAFX - ORIGINATOR

A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE( - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
P 120910Z OCT 691 - INFORMATION

COPIES REC'D.OFCOPY NO.S - SIGNATURE
SECRET/LTES ONLYSUBJECTDATE

INITIAL ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY IN-CODESECTIONROUTE
OUTIN

has
TELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER TO

+CG
HQ 111 MAF

IDCG
I REMARKSC/S /

10/12 35
DC/S 1 DISPOSTION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

10/12 caly
IS/S

Destroy after routing.G-1

Cory
xG-2 Return for permanent retention.

G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT

HAS BEEN SENT

INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

FORMED o
SIC
TCC

31(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)SGT MAJ

SECRET
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
.'" . 

P 1 ?rff i7. 7- -7F~-:'T -7FW.;;4----------­
FT CG III ~-~.:. 
TO C G; F r~F.p A C 
?EM 

• 

SEC R E T/F:YES ONLY/FOR LTGEI\J EYSE FROrii LTGEN NICKERSOf'.! 
ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER TO 
HQI II MAr 

A. C G I II ~1 A F 1 ~0 530 Z S EP 1 969 
B. C G Fr·1FPA C 19Qi34 3 7 SEP 6~ 

1 • II\! REF A, I ADVANC ED THE rr:A TTER OF R EQUE ST ING CO MU SMACV TO 
P ROV!l") E AN ARr·1f\( COLONEL I~JTELL IGENC E STA FF OFF Ie ER A S EVENTUAL 
RFLIEF FOR CANTON. BY REFERENCE 8, YOU REQUESTED I wITHHOL~ 
ACTION TD~PORARILY. 
2. U! VIE':! OF' THE FACT THAT PQr,1C IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE A SUIT­
ABLE REPLAcn1ENT DURING THIS TIr¥lE FRAmE, IT APPEARS ADVISABLE 
THE COURSE Ot;· ACTION OUTLINED IN REF' A BE IHPLEf;lENTED AS SOON 
PRACTICABLE IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR AN ORDERLY TURNOVER. 

3. I -~IOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE YOUR VIEhlS BEFORE' INITIATING {-;, 
ACTION 11\1 THIS ~lATTER. l:.lAR~ REGARDS • 

. GP-4 
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S E C R E T/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN BYSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ASSIGNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER TO
HQ III MAF
A. CG III MAF 1 0539Z SEP 1969

B. CG FMFPAC 1993437 SEP 69
1. IN REF A. I ADVANCED THE MATTER OF REQUESTING COMUSMACV TO

PROVIDE AN ARMY COLONEL INTELLIGENCE STAFF OFFICER AS EVENTUAL
RELIEF FOR CANTON. BY REFERENCE B, YOU REQUESTED I WITHHOLD
ACTION TEMPORARILY.
2. IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT HQMC IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE A SUIT-
ABLE REPLACEMENT DURING THIS TIME FRAME, IT APPEARS ADVISABLE THAI
THE COURSE OF ACTION OUTLINED IN REF A BE IMPLEMENTED AS SOON A.56)
PRACTICABLE IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR AN ORDERLY TURNOVER.
3. I WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS BEFORE INITIATING RF
ACTION IN THIS MATTER. WARM REGARDS.
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UNCUS E V TO/FOR MOEN TOWNSEND FRO" LTGEN NICKERSON 
A. OASO (PA) NEWS RELEASE NO. 7~5-69 OF 22SEP69 

1 • RU A IS QUOTED FOR INFORfI"ATION: 
QUOTE-.SECRETARY or THE NAVY JOHN H. CHAFEE TODAY <22SEP69) 
ANNOUNCFD THE FOLLOWING MARINE COPPS ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE 
fCONOl'ltFS ·IN CURRENT F1 SCAl YEA REX? ENDITURES: 

- - T.>EACTIVATION OF THE 5TH ~ARINE DIVISION WITH THE 
rXCfPTION OF THE 26TH, REG Ift1ENT, ~JHt,CH IS IN VIETNAM. 

- - A REDUCTION OF APPROXIMATELY ~1l5 f!JILLION IN MARINE 
CORP S EXPENDITURES. 

- - AN END-STRENGTH REDUCTION OF' 20,300 MARINES DURING 
FISCAL YEAR 1970.1. . ' 

- - PLANS TO RASE ON OKINAWA ANI) AT CA.,P PENDLETON, 
CALIFORNIA, ELElfIENTS OF THE 3RD [I1ARINE DIVISION BEING 
RF1Ht.PlOYED FROft'l VIETNA~. 

F.LEpJENTS OF THE 5TH ~ARINE DIVISION TO BE DEACTIVATED, 
~O~' STA TIONED AT CA ttP PENDLETON, ARE THE 27 TN MAR INES, THE 
2~TH lW'ARINFS, ELEMENTS OF THE 13TH filAR INES- (AN ARTILLERY 
REGIMENT,) AND SUPPORTING DIVISION UNITS. THE 5TH MARINE 
DtVI~ION WAS REACTIVlTF.O IN ftlARClt, ItHi6, AS PART OF THE 
V yr:TNA t« ~U IlD-UP.· ' 

TWO RFGI~ENTS, THE DIVISION HtADQUARTERS AND SUPPORTING 
UNITS ARE INVOLVED IN TP.E REDEPL()Y~ENT 0,. THE 3RD. MAttINE 
DIVISION. THE F'OURTH~ARINES" ALONG WITH DIVISION HEADQUARTERS 
WILL Rr.T~RN TO THEIR ROME BASES ON OK INAWA, ,,'HERE THEY wILL 
RFJOIN THE NINTH fl'ARINES, WHO RECENTLY RETURNED FROM VIETNAM. 
lHF. THIRD ~ARINES lHLL RETURN TO CA~ PENDLETON. - UNQUOTE. 
2. REF A WAS RECEIVED BY THIS COMf1'AND BY .{f!A IL ON AN 
INFORMAL ~ASISON 110CT69. A CHECK OF ~y COMBAT INFOR-
{«ATION BUREA.U AND f"ACOI REVEALED THAT NEITHrn HAD PRE-
VIOUSLY SEEN THE ABOVE STATEt«ENTt AND I UNDERSTAND THAT 
CINCPAC HA~ NOT SEEN IT EITHER. APPARENTLY TNE OASD CPA) 
RFLEA SF OR GU InANCE WA S NOT DISStf"INATED fITMER TO 
CINCPAC OR YOUR HEADQUARTERS. 
3. YOU ~Y NOTE THAT THIS "ESSAG! STATES THAT THE 4TH 
rARIN~S AND THE DIVISION HEADQUA~TERS ARE, RETURNING TO 

OK INA ~1A \1){ ILl!: THE ~D MAR INES A RE RETURNING TO CA (lIP 

PI!NDlETON. ON t t OCTOBER W}fEN WE RECFIVED THIS MESSAGE 
WE WERE DRAFTING A MESSAGE TO yOU REQUESTING YOUR ASSIS­
TANC'" IN DOWNaRAD INa THE fIlOVEP'ENr 0' TN E 4TH MA RINES TO 
OKINAWA. MEANWHILE IT HAD BEEN DOWNGRADED PY OAse 19 
DAYS ~EFORr. 
4. THE ABOV! IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR IN'OR~ATION. 

.... mAimS. . 
.;JI~~"". ' ' -
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P 1500402 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAP
TO COMUSMACV
7FM
UNCLAS F F T O/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICK ERSON
A. OASD (PA) NEWS RELEASE NO. 785-69 OF 22SEP69

1. REF A IS QUOTED FOR INFORMATION:
QUOTE--SECRETARY OF THE NAVY JOHN M. CHAFEE TODAY (22SEP69)
ANNOUNCED THE FOLLOWING MARINE COPPS ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE
ECONOMIFS IN CURRENT FISCAL YEAR EXPENDITURES:
- - DEACTIVATION OF THE 5 TH MARINE DIVISION WITH THE

EXCEPTION OF THE 26TH REGIMENT, WHICH IS IN VIETNAM.
A REDUCTION OF APPROXIMATELY $115 MILLION IN MARINE

CORPS EXPENDITURES.
- - AN END-STRENGTH REDUCTION OF 20,300 MARINES DURING

FISCAL YEAR 1970.
- - PLANS TO RASE ON OK INA WA AND AT CAMP PENDLETON,

CALIFORNIA, ELEMENTS OF THE 3RD MARINE DIVISION BEING
RFDEPLOYED FROM VIETNAM.

ELEMENTS OF THE 5TH MARINE DIVISION TO BE DEACTIVATED,
NOW STATIONED AT CAMP PENDLETON, ARE THE 27 TH MARINES, THE
2° TH MARINES, ELEMENTS OF THE 13TH MARINES- CAN ARTILLERY
? EGI MENT, ) AND SUPPORTING DIVISION UNITS. THE 5TH MARINE
DIVISION WAS REACTIVATED IN MARCH, 1966, AS PART OF THE
VIFTNAM BUILD-UP.

TWO REGIMENTS, THE DIVISION HEADQUARTERS AND SUPPORTING
UNITS ARE INVOLVED IN THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3RD MARINE
DIVISION. THE FOURTH MARINES, ALONG WITH DIVISION HEADQUARTERS
WILL RETURN TO THEIR HOME BASES ON OK INAWA, WHERE THEY WILL
REJOIN THE NINTH MARINES, WHO RECENTLY RETURNED FROM VIETNAM.
THE THIRD MARINES WILL RETURN TO CAMP PENDLETON. - UNQUOTE.
2. REF A WAS RECEIVED BY THIS COMMAND BY MAIL ON AN
INFORMAL PASIS ON 110CT69. A CHECK OF MY COMBAT INFOR-
MATION BUREAU AND MACOI REVEALED THAT NEITHER HAD PRE-
VIOUSLY SEEN THE ABOVE STATEMENT, AND I UNDERSTAND THAT
CINCPAC HAS NOT SEEN IT EITHER. APPARENTLY THE OASD (PA)
RELEASE OR GUIDANCE WAS NOT DISSEMINATED EITHER TO
CINCPAC OR YOUR HEADQUARTERS.
3. YOU MAY NOTE THAT THIS MESSAGE STATES THAT THE 4TH
MARINES AND THE DIVISION HEADQUARTERS ARE RETURNING TO
OK INA WA WHILE THE 3D MARINES ARE RETURNING TO CAMP
PENDLETON. ON 11 OCTOBER WHEN WE RECEIVED THIS MES SAGE
WE WERE DRAFTING A MESSAGE TO YOU REQUESTING YOUR ASSIS-
TANC # IN DOWNGRADING THE MOVEMENT OF THE 4TH MARINES TO
OK INA WA . MEANWHILE IT HAD BEEN DOWNGRADED BY OASD 19
DAYS BEFORE.
4. THE ABOVE IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.

REGARDS.
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I'M CG II I MAl' 
TO COMUSMACV 
lEM .;;,..;. -,1>' 

UNCLAS EFT 0 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND F"ROM LTGEN NICKERSON/EYES ONLY 
1. THE F"OLLmHNG MSG IS QUOTED F"OR YOUR INFORMATION: 
QUOTE 

o 151330Z ZYH ZFF-l 
FM BGCOOKSEY CG AMCAL DIV 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
ZEM 
F 0 U 0 ACD 1057 EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT: MORATORIUM INCIDENT 
I. THE INCIDENT REPORTED BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS OCCURRED 
AT COMPANY C, 1 ST BN., 52ND INF"., 198TH INF BDE, AT APPROXIMATELY 
1030 HOURS, 15 OCTOBER -1969. . 
2. THE REPORTER, CHARLES RYAN, ARRIVED AT A F"IELD LOCATION AT -
APPROXIMATELY 1030 HOURS. REPORTS HERE INDICATE THAT ONE 
OFF"ICER AND FOUR ENLISTED MEN WEARING BLACK MATERIAL TIED 
AROUND ONE ARM WERE IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA. IN THE CASE OF 
LT. JESSE ROSEN, PLATOON LEADER OF THE 2ND PLATOON, THE MATERIAL / 
WAS A BLACK SOCK. COMMENTS MADE WERE EXPRESSED AS INDIVIDUAL 
SUPPORT OF THE MORATORIUM. THE MISSION OF THE UNIT WAS NOT 
AFFECTED BY THESE INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSIONS. THE COMPANY IS ON A 

. SWEEP MISSION NORTHWEST OF QUANG NGAI CITY AND HAD SUCCESSFULLY 
ENGAGED AND KILLED TWO ARMED VIET CONG PRIOR TO THE REPORTER'S 
ARRIVAL AT THE COMPANY'S LOCATION. 
3. (FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY BECAUSE I HAVE NOT YET CONFIRMED) 
INFORMATION HERE REVEALS THAT LTM ROSEN· S MOTHER IS A SUPPORTER 
OF DR. SPOCK'S ANTI~WAR MOVEMENT. -
4. LT. ROSEN WAS AWARE OF THE MORATORIUM AS THE RESULT OF 
A TIME MAGAZINE ARTICLE HE READ YESTERDAY. THE MAGAZINE ARRIVED 
AT THE COMPANY LOCATION 14 OCTOBER ON A SUPPLY HELICOPTER. 
5. I PLAN TO GO TO THE LOCATION TOMORROW AND TALK TO LT. ROSEN. 
WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED. . 

7NQUOTE 
SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY 

DELIVER AT BEGINNING OF WORKING H.OURS 
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1. THE FOLLOWING MSG IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE

0 151330Z ZYH ZFF-1
FM BG COOKSEY CG AMCAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
F 0 U 0 ACD 1057 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MORATORIUM INCIDENT
1. THE INCIDENT REPORTED BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS OCCURRED
AT COMPANY C, 1ST BN., 52ND INF., 198TH INF BDE, AT APPROXIMATELY
1030 HOURS, 15 OCTOBER 1969.
2. THE REPORTER, CHARLES RYAN, ARRIVED AT A FIELD LOCATION AT
APPROXIMATELY 1030 HOURS. REPORTS HERE INDICATE THAT ONE
OFFICER AND FOUR ENLISTED MEN WEARING BLACK MATERIAL TIED
AR OUND ONE ARM WERE IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA. IN THE CASE OF
LT. JESSE ROSEN, PLATOON LEADER OF THE 2ND PLATOON, THE MATERIAL
WAS A BLACK SOCK. COMMENTS MADE WERE EXPRESSED AS INDIVIDUAL
SUPPORT OF THE MORATORIUM. THE MISSION OF THE UNIT WAS NOT
AFFECTED BY THESE INDIVIDUAL EXPRESSIONS. THE COMPANY IS ON A
SWEEP MISSION NORTHWEST OF QUANG NGAI CITY AND HAD SUCCESSFULLY
ENGAGED AND KILLED TWO ARMED VIET CONG PRIOR TO THE REPORTER'S
ARRIVAL AT THE COMPANY'S LOCATION.
3. (FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY BECAUSE I HAVE NOT YET CONFIRMED)
INFORMATION HERE REVEALS THAT LTM ROSEN'S MOTHER IS A SUPPORTER
OF DR. SPOCK'S ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT.
4. LT. ROSEN WAS AWARE OF THE MORATORIUM AS THE RESULT OF
A TIME MAGAZINE ARTICLE HE READ YESTERDAY. THE MAGAZINE ARRIVED
AT THE COMPANY LOCATION 14 OCTOBER ON A SUPPLY HELICOPTER.
5. I PLAN TO GO TO THE LOCATION TOMORROW AND TALK TO LT. ROSEN.
WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED.

7NQUOTE
SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY

DELIVER AT BEGINNING OF WORKING HOURS
360
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U i~CLAS E F f O/EYES ONLY FOR M GE N T Otv NSE ND F'R OM L TGE N 
NICKERSON 
MORATORIU~IJ I [JCIDENT 
1. THE FOLLOJJING Mt:SSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 
QUOTE: 

o 160359Z ZyH ZFr-i 
FM BG COOKSEY CG AMERICAL DIV 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
ZEM 
UNCLAS EFT 0 F 0 U a AGD 10:>8 l!:YES ONLY 
SUBJEcf: MORATORIUM INCIDENT 
1. THIS MORNING 1 VISITED LZ STINSON, HEADQUARTERS OF THE 1ST 
BAITALIOl\l, 52i~iJ HiFANTRY, AND TALKED wITH THE 198TH BRIGAvE 
CO~lMANDER, THE BATTALION COMfYlANDER ANv\LT JESSE ROSEN, THE 
PLATOON LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS. 
2. LT ROSEN IS AND HAS BEEN AN OUTSTANDING PLATOON LEADER AND 
HIS PLATOON HAS' BEEN EFFt:CTIVE IN COMBAT. 
3. A F'fER TALKI NG WITH LT ROSE NAND HI 5 COMMANDERS AND 1 \II V If!:VJ 
Of HIS OTHERWISE HIGH STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I lJO NOT PLAN 
TO TAX!!: PUidTIVE Mt:ASURES AGAINST LT ROSE:i~ OR THE OTHER FouR 
MiMBERS OF HIS PLATOON. HOWEVER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAIN 
BEING CAUTIONED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM. 
4. IF THE SITUATION CHANGES IN ANY VJAY, I WILL ADVISE '(OU ASAP. 
vJARM REGARDS 

UNQUOTE: ' 
2. FROM TALKING wITH GEN COOKSEY THIS AFTERNOON IT vlAS 
HIS H1PRESSION 'lHAT LT ROSE:N HAD "DEEP REMORSE" FOR HIS 
ACTIONS AND REGRETTED ANY UNFAVORABLE PRESS REACTIONS 
WHICH riJAY RESULT. 
3. I COi'VCUR IN COOKSEY'S COURS£ oF' ACTION RELATIVE TO DIS­
CIpLINING LT ROsEN SUBJECI TO THE DISCLOSURE of ANY 
ADDITIONAL FACTS wHICH MAY BE BROUGHT OUT LATER. 
4. FOR YOUR INFORf1ATION OTHER MEMBERS OF PRESS,· INIER­
VIEVJED LT ROSEN AfiER GEN COOKSEY LEFT HIM THIS AM. 
WAR~1 REGARDS 

, ssa NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY 
300 

DECLASSIFIED 
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0 16k832z ZYH ZZS ZFF-4
FM US CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE:

0 160359Z ZYH ZFF-- 1

FM BG COOKSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS E F.T 0 F 0 U 0 ACD 1058 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MORATORIUM INCIDENT
1. THIS MORNING I VISITED LZ STINSON, HEADQUARTERS OF THE 1ST
BATTALION, 52ND INFANTRY, AND TALKED WITH THE 198TH BRIGADE
COMMANDER, THE BATTALION COMMANDER ANDILT JESSE ROSEN, THE
PLATOON LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS.
2. LT ROSEN IS AND HAS BEEN AN OUTSTANDING PLATOON LEADER AND
HIS PLATOON HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE IN COMBAT.
3. AFTER TALKING WITH LT ROSEN AND HIS COMMANDERS AND IN VIEW
OF HIS OTHERWISE HIGH STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I DO NOT PLAN
TO TAKE PUNITIVE MEASURES AGAINST LT ROSEN OR THE OTHER FOUR
MEMBERS OF HIS PLATOON. HOWEVER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAIN
BEING CAUTIONED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM.
4. IF THE SITUATION CHANGES IN ANY WAY, I WILL ADVISE YOU ASAP.
WARM REGARDS

UNQUOTE:
2. FR OM TALKING WITH GEN COOKSEY THIS AFTERNOON IT WAS
HIS IMPRESSION THAT LT ROSEN HAD "DEEP REMORSE" F OR HIS
ACTIONS AND REGRETTED ANY UNFAVORABLE PRESS REACTIONS
WHICH MAY RESULT.
3. I CONCUR IN COOKSEY'S COURSE OF ACTION RELATIVE TO DIS-
CIPLINING LT ROSEN SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY
ADDITIONAL FACTS WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT OUT LATER.
4. FOR YOUR INFORMATION OTHER MEMBERS OF PRESS INTER-
VIEWED LT ROSEN AFTER GEN COOKSEY LEFT HIM THIS AM.
WARM REGARDS

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
300
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u lolS20ZZyi-i 
FT1 CG I II MA F 
10 CO[\'!USr1ACV 

DECLASSIFIED 

LJ1.M c"." .;; 

UNcLAS iF I O/EYiS ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSENu FROM LTGil~ 
l',ICKERSOl~ 
I~ORA'l ORIUM I NCluE{~i 
A. CG I II IYiA F 160b0 2Z OCl69 
1. I HAVE BEEN INFORNcD rHATAP, UPI ANu NBC hAVE fILED 
S!ORliS BASED ON lODAY'S II~.fE:RVIE\VS vJIlH Mi!.MBERS OF' Thi 
ISJ 8ill, 52ND INF, 1981H rr~F bRIG, 'fHI!: BN COMr~ANDER, "C n 

CO COMMA NDER, PLAT OOt~ WHO ALLEGEDLY \v OR £. BLAC\( ARM BA N' 
FGUR OF T Hi UGH! WERE SOME~JHAT HAI(tKI5H Il~ THEIR V Lt.;,,/' 

. WhILE THE OTHER FOUR SAID IHiY FULLY SUPPORTED THi 
r,1URA"lOInUf>h ALL INtJIVluUAL5 Il~IERV liWE:D STATED ThAT 
'iHa::.Si WERE Pi!.RSONAL VIiwS Ai~j) NOT PART Of Al~ OVERALL 
GF{ 0 UP A Cl ION. 
2. AP AND l\l~C tJt::PAtrft:D FCrl fHi I II t~Af CO~1aAT Il';FORtJA-

, 11(jl~ BUREAU' b/;-nU: UPI COiHINUiS 10 REMAIN AT CHU LAI. 
3. APPAREmLY. ~ViRYIkING WENY AS WELL AS'COULD Bt 

I, [XPI£CJ.EJ.i. IF THE ;~EWS MiDIA. PiRSONNiL fILE ACCURATE 
Sl ORI~5 T HIS SHOULD cillD IH':' I i~CIuENl'. 

i 4. Ui',Ll::SS A!~YI HI l~G FUR'd~R uEVELOPS 10 Hk. CONTHAHY, 
I MAIl~rAIi~ SUPPORT ANu 'CGNCURRANCt: FOR GEN COOKSEY'S ( 
PROPOS£D COURS£:: OF ACilON. REFE.RRED 10 IN REF A. 
ItJAR 11 Fl EGAR DS 

SSO iWTE; .... ELIVJ!.R'uURING DUTY HOUilS 

DECLASSIFIED 
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- 0 1610262 ZYH
FM CG III MAF
10 COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS EF T 0/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDEM
A. CG III MAF 1628022 OCT 69

1. I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT AP, UPI AND NBC HAVE FILED
STORIES BASED ON TODAY'S INTERVIEWS WIIH MEMBERS OF THE
1ST Biv, 52ND INF, 198TH INF BRIG; THE BN COMMANDER, "C"

RECEIVEDCO COMMANDER, PLATOON WHO ALLEGEDLY WORE BLACK ARM BANKS
FOUR OF THE EIGHT WERE SOMEWHAT HACKISH IN THEIR VIEWS

17 OCTA.M.WHILE THE OTHER FOUR SAID THEY FULLY SUPPORTED THE
MORATORIUM. ALL INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED STATED THAT
THESE WERE PERSONAL VIEWS AND NOT PART OF AN OVERALL
GROUP ACTION.
2. AP AND NBC DEPARTED FOR THE III MAF COMBAT INFORMA-
1ION BUREAU WHILE UPI CONTINUES 10 REMAIN AT CHU LAI.
3. APPARENTLY EVERYTHING WENT AS WELL AS COULD BE
EXPECTED. IF THE NEWS MEDIA PERSONNEL FILE ACCURATE
STORIES THIS SHOULD END THE INCIDENT.
4. UNLESS ANYTHING FURTER DEVELOPS TO THE CONTRARY,
I MAIMAIN SUPPORT AND CONCURRANCE FOR GEN COOKSEY'S
PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION REFERRED TO IN REF A.
WARM REGARDS

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
208
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P 170~40 Z Z F'F'-4 
CG: II I MAF' 
TO CG F'MF'PAC 
ZEM 

DECLASSIFIED 

UNCLAS E F' T OIEYES ONLY F'OR LTGEN BUSE F'ROM LTGEN 
NICKERSON 
MORATORIUM INCIDENT 
1. THE FOLLOHING MESSAGES ARE QUOTED F'OR YOUR 
INF'ORMAT ION: 
QUOTE: 

o 161320Z 
F'M CG II I MAF' 
TO COMUSMACV 
ZEM 
UNCLAS EFT OIEYES ONLY FOR r~GEN TOIJJNSEND F'ROM LTGEN 
NICKERSON 
MORATORI UM INC IDE NT 
A. CG III MAF 160832Z OCT69 
1. I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT AP, UPI AND NBC HAVE FILED 
STORIES BASED ON TODAY'S INTERVIEWS WITH MEMBERS OF THE 
1 ST BN, 52 ND INF, 198TH INF BRIG; THE BN COt'1MANDER, "C:' 
CO .COMMANDER, PLATOON WHO ALLEGEDLY WORE BLACK ARM BANDS. 
F'O UR OF THE EIGHT liJERE SOMEtmAT HAS KISH IN THE IR VIEWS 
\1HILE THE OTHER FOUR SAID THEY FULLY SUPPORTED THE 
l\10RATORIUM. ALL INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED ST ATti:D THAT 
THESE 1J1ERF. FERSONAL VIEWS AND NOT PART OF AN OVERALL 
GRO UP ACT ION. 
2. AP AND NVC DE PAmED FOR T HE I II MAF' COMBAT IN FORMA­
T ION BUREAU WHIl-E UPI CONT IN LES TO REMAIN AT CHU LAI. 
3. APPARENTLY EVERYTHING WENT AS WELL AS COLlD BE 
EXPE CTED. IF r HE NEIIJS ['tlED I A PE RSONNEL FILE ACC URATE 
!STORIES T HIS SHOULD E~JD T HE INCIDENT. 
4. UNLESS ANYTHING FURrER DEVELOPS ·TO THE CONTRARY, 
I MAINTAIN SUPPoRT AND C{)NCURRANCE FOR GEN COOKSEY'S 
PROPOSED COURSE OF ACT ION REFERRED TO IN REF' A. 
WARM REGARDS . 
238 

DECLASSIFIED 

P 1703407 ZFF-4
CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
UNCLAS EFT O/ E YES ONLY FOR LTGEN B USE FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR
INFORMATION:
QUOTE:

0 161320Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T O/ E YES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT
A. CG III MAF 160832Z OCT69
1. I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT AP, UPI AND NBC HAVE FILED
STORIES BASED ON TODAY'S INTERVIEWS WITH MEMBERS OF THE
ST BN, 52ND INF, 198TH INF BRIG; THE BN COMMANDER, 'C'1

CO COMMANDER, PLATOON WHO ALLEGEDLY WORE BLACK ARM BANDS.
FOUR OF THE EIGHT WERE SOMEWHAT HASKISH IN THEIR VIEWS
WHILE THE OT HER FOUR SAID THEY FULLY SUPPORTED THE
MORATORIUM ALL INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED STATED THAT

BTHE SE WERE PERSONAL VIEWS AND NOT PART OF AN OVERALL

RECEIVED
GROUP ACTION.

177 OCTP.N
2. AP AND NVC DE PARTED FOR THE III MAF COMBAT INFORMA-
TION BUREAU WHILE UPI CONT IN I E S TO REMAIN AT CHU LAI.
3. APPARENTLY EVERYTHING WE NT AS WELL AS COULD BE
EXPECTED. IF THE NEWS MEDIA PERSONNEL FILE ACCURATE
STORIES THIS SHOULD END THE INCIDENT.

1/18/174. UNLESS AN YTHING FURTER DE VELOPS TO THE CONTRARY,
I MAINTAIN SUPPORT AND CONCURRANCE FOR GEN COO KSEY'S
PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION REFERRED TO IN REF A.

WARM REGARDS

38 (1)
238

38 (1)

DECLASSIFIED



o .160832Z 
I'M US CG I II MAl' 
TO COMUSMACV 
ZEM . 

DECLASSIFIED 

UNCLAS EFT 01 EYES ONL Y FOR MGEN T OWNSE ND FROM LT GEN 
NICKERSON 
MORAT OR I UM IN C IDE NT 
1. T HE FOLLOW ING ME SSAGE QUOTED FOR YO UR I NFORMAT ION: 
QUOTE:: 

DE YS QKQD 1 2890400 
o 160359Z ZYH ZFF-l 
FM BG COOKSEY CG AMERICAL DIV 
TO LT G N I C KE R S ON C G II I MA F 
ZEr1 , 
UNCLAS EFT 0 F 0 U 0 ACD 11058 EYES ONLY 

n--SUBJECI :--MOff'AT(Jl1IlJI'r- nrc-rouro- -~- ~.-~-"-.-,.-.~----.---- -- _.-.. -.. ~. -.-----.--
1. THIS MORNING I VISITED LZ STINSON, HEADQUARTERS OF THE 1ST 
BATTALION, 52ND INFANTRY, AND TALKED 'nTH THE 198TH BRIGADE 
cor1MANDER, THE BATTALION com1ANDER AND LT JESSE ROSEN, THE 
PLATOON LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS. ' 
2. LT ROSE N IS AND HAS BEE N AN 0 ur sr AND ING PLATOON LEADER AND 
HIS PLATOON HAS BEEN EFFECT IVE IN COMBAT. 
3. AFTER TALKING tHTH LT ROSEN AND HIS COMr1ANDERS AND IN VIEW 
OF HI S OT HERitJ!SE HI GH .ST ANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I DO NOT PLAN 
TO TAKE PUN IT IVE MEAS uRES AGA INST LT ROSEN oR THE OT HER Fa UR 
MEMBERS OF HIS PLATOON. Hm~EVER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAIN 
BE ING CAUI'.IOtvED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLE[I1. 
4. IF THE SIT UATION CHANGES IN ANY t'JAY, I \HLL ADVISE YOU ASAP. 
l:JARM REGARDS 

U~J QUOTE: 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 160832Z
FM US CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLASE F T O/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE:

DE YSQKQD I 2890406
0 160359 : ZYH ZFF- 1

FM BG c 00 KSE Y CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 F 0 U 0 ACD 1058 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MORATORIUM INCIDENT
1. THIS MORNING I VISITED LZ ST INSON, HEAD QUARTERS OF THE 1ST
BATTALION, 52ND INFANTRY, AND TALKED WITH THE 198TH BRIGADE
COMMANDER, THE BATT ALION COMMANDER AND LT JESSE ROSEN, THE
PLATOON LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS.
2. LT ROSEN IS AND HAS BEEN AN T ST ANDING PLATOON LEADER AND
HIS PLATOON HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE IN COMBAT.
3. AFTER TALKING WITH LT ROSEN AND HIS COMMANDERS AND IN VIEW
OF HIS OTHERWISE HIGH STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I DO NOT PLAN
TO TAKE PUNITIVE MEASURES AGAINST LT ROSEN OR THE OTHER FOUR
MEMBERS OF HIS PLATOON. HOWEVER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAIN
BEING CAUTIONED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM
4. IF THE S IT UAT I ON CHANGES IN ANY WAY, I WILL ADVISE YOU ASAP.
WARM REGARDS

38(2)UNQUOTE:

38(2)
DECLASSIFIED
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1 
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DECLASSIFIED 

2. FROM TALKING WITH GEN COOKSEY THIS AFTERNOON IT WAS 
HIS IMPRESSION THAT LT ROSEN HAD" DEEP REMORSE" FOR HIS 
ACT IONS AND REGRETTED ANY UNfiAVORABLE PRESS REACT IONS 
I'JHICH MAY RESlLT. 
3. I CONCUR IN COOKSEY'S CO URSE OF ACT ION RELAT IVE TO D 15-
CIPLINING LT ROSt.:N SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY 
ADD'rTIONAL FACTS WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT our LATER. 
4. FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION OT H~R MEMBERS OF PRESS INTER­
VIEWED LT ROSEN AFTER GEN COO I~SEY LEft HH1 THIS AM. 
WARr~ REGARDS 
300 

o 170143. Z 
firq i~G T OHN SE ND C/ S MAC V 
TO. LTG NICKERSON CG III MAl" 
ZEM 
UNCLAS EFT 0 MAC 13472 EYES ONLY 
REFERENCES: A. III MAl' DT G 160832Z OCT 69 

Be III r·1Afi DTG 16l32f2iZ OCT 69 
1. COMUSMACV HAS READ BOTH REFERENCES. 
2. HE CONCURS IN PARA 4, REFERENCE B. 
3. \~ARM REGARDS- . 
095 

ml QUOTE: 

ssa NOTE: Di:LlVER DURING ':/OR1HNG HOURS 

DECLASSIFIED 

31(3) 

2. FROM TALKING WITH GEN COOKKEY THIS AFTERNOON IT WAS
HIS IMPRESSION THAT LT ROSEN HAD DEEP REMORSE" FOR HIS
ACTIONS AND REGRETTED ANY UNFAVORABLE PRESS REACTIONS
WHICH MAY RESULT.
3. I CONC UR IN COOKSEY'S COURSE OF ACTION RELATIVE TO DIS-
CIPLINING LT ROSEN SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY
ADDITIONAL FACTS WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT O UT LATER.
4. FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION OTHER MEMBERS OF PRESS INTER-
VIEWED LT ROSEN AFTER GEN COO KSEY LEFT HIM THIS AM.
WARM REGARDS
300

0 1701437
FM MG TOWNSEND C/ S MACV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS E FI 0 MAC 13472 EYES ONLY
REFERENCES: A. III MAF DTG 160832Z OCT 69

B. III MAF DTG 1613202 OCT 69
1. COMUSMACV HAS READ BOTH REFERENCES.
2. HE CONCURS IN PARA 4, REFERENCE B.

3. WARM REGARDS-
095

UN QUOTE:

38(3)SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS



... . 't -UNCLA 

DECLASSIFIED 

7 '·4 - '- ~---

f 

i 

IFI~ I DATE 
:: ~g~::~~. eG III MAF . 17 OCT 69 
f . ~':~~! ~!~riYIIliJI I SERIAL ItOJw" IIIUL DAn I 
j : Jlrurn IV" P 1 ?11Sl..1Z COPY 11). 2 • /,. (O'in IU'D.. 

IOUTE SECTlOIl CODI DATE 11T1Al . SUIJECT 

~ . CG ./.11--). - IN 11-1~ II MO~()RIUK INCIDENT--
'!b .nCG ~~ CiA:: V 

DCSJ'~ . ., 

QM,ICTZ· 
SIS .. -/ 1/0/ /y , 

G:-2 

G-4 

G-6 
.. 

ADJ 

QP 

etB . 
. COMP_ .... 

.!lEO .. 

l:!IA 

.QftD· 
.!MO 

POSTAL 
I"KUIU 

.SJA. 
lSPl SERV HAS BEEN 
IFnlMFnn ~, 

HASBEENSEN'f 

,~u~ 
SH 'NSTIU :THIIIIIS GIl IIEYUSI ,. IIN,..I A CCIS.lft 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUAPTERS

MARINE AMPRIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATELICEATION the FROM
X - ORIGINATOR 17 OCT 69CG III MAF
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE

SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATEc - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
1 - INFORMATION

COPY NO. 2 OF 4 COPIES RECDP 170841ZS - SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODEROUTE SECTION

12

OUTIN

MORATORIUM INCIDENT
3 CG

DCG2
REMARKSC/S

MiDDDC/S HAS BBEEN SENT
DCS PLANS
DEP CORDS

Feedback
DSA_ICTZ

day10/18xS/S
G-1
G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS.
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDTTE
REPRO

HAS BEEN SEN

SJA
SPL SERV
SUPPLY

FORMED.C
HASBEENSENTSIC

TCC.
39(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)SGT MAJI

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE INC ASSIFIED
DECLASSIFIED



J\ .' 1-

,t. 

P 17084 1 Z Z F'F'-4 
rrv'~ CGfII MAF' 
TO AMERICAL DIV 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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UNCLAS EFT CV EYES ONLY FOR BGEN COO KSEY FROM LTGEN 
N IC KE RSON 
MORATORIUM INCIDENT 
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE QUOTED FnR YOUR 
INFORMAT ION: 
QUOTE: 

'1 0 161320Z 
F'M CG I II MAr 

I TO COMUSMACV 
j ZEM 

1
, UNCLAS E F' r O/EYES ONL Y FOR MGEN TOtllNSEND F'ROM LT GEN 
. NICKERSON 
~ MORAT oR I Ut1 IN CIDE NT 

)' f>. CG III MAr 160832Z OCT69 
1. I HAVE BEEN INFORMD THAT AP, UPI AND NBC HAVE F'ILED 

~ SToRIES BASED ON TODAY'S INTERVIEWS WITH ME['flBERS OF' THE 
lIST BN, 52 ND INF, 198TH. INF BRIG; THE BN CO!'r1MANDER, .. r:" 
j CO COMMANDER, PLATOON WHO ALLEGEDLY l;JORE BL AC K ARM BAND S. 

~ 
FOUR OF' THE EIGHT \IlE RE SOMWHAT HAS KI SH IN THE IR VIEWS 
tmILE THE OTHER FOUR SAID THEY Flfl..LY SUPPoRTED THE 

I f'rl0RAT OR I UM. ALL IND I VID UALS INTERVIEWED ST AT ED THAT 
THESE WERE ffiRSONAL VIEWS AND NOT PART OF AN OVERALL 

1 GROUP ACT ION. 
i, 2. AP AND NVC DEPARTED FOR THE III MAF' COMBAT INFORMA­
I TION BUREAU WHILE UPI CONT INUES TO REt1AIN AT CHU LAI. 

3. APPARE~JTL Y EVERY! HING ~JENT AS wELL AS COULD BE 
EXPECTED. IF T HE NEWS MED IA PERSONNEL FILE ACCURATE 
STORIES THIS SHOILD END THE INCIDENT. 
4. UNLESS ANYTHING F'URTER DEVELOPS TO T HE CONTRARY, 
I [vtAINTAIN SUPPORT AND CONCURRANCE FoR GEN COOKSEY·S. 
PROPOSED cOURSE OF ACTION REF'ERRED TO IN HEF' A. 
WARM REGARDS 
238 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

P 170841Z ZFF-4
FM-CG III MAF
TO AMERICAL DIV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T VEYES ONLY FOR BGEN COO KSE Y FROM LT GEN
NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE QUOTED FOR YOUR
INFORMATION:
QUOTE:

0 161320Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN

RECEIVED
NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT

17OCTPA CG III MAF 160832Z OCT69
1. I HAVE BEEN INFORMD THAT AP, UPI AND NBC HAVE FILED
STORIES BASED ON TODAY'S INTERVIEWS WITH MEMBERS OF THE
1 ST BN, 52ND INF, 198TH INF BRIG; THE BN COMMANDER, " C"

BILLET
CO COMMANDER, PLATOON WHO ALLEGEDLY WORE BLACK ARM BANDS
FOUR OF THE EIGHT WE RE SOMWHAT HASKISH IN THEIR VIEWS
WHILE THE OTHER FOUR SAID THEY FULLY SUPPORTED THE
MORATORIUM ALL INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED STATED THAT
THESE WERE PERSONAL VIEWS AND NOT PART OF AN OVERALL
GROUP ACTION.
2. AP AND NVC DEPARTED FOR THE III MAF COMBAT INFORMA-
TION BUREAU WHILE UPI CONT IN UES TO REMAIN AT CHU LAI.
3. APPARENTLY EVERYTHING WENT AS WELL AS COULD BE
EXPECTED. IF THE NEWS MEDIA PERSONNEL FILE ACCURATE
STORIES THIS SHOULD END THE INCIDENT.
4. UNLESS ANYTHING FURTER DEVELOPS TO THE CONTRARY,
I MAINTAIN SUPPORT AND CONCURRANCE FOR GEN COOKKEY'S
PROPOSED COURSE OF ACT ION REFERRED TO IN REF A.

WARM REGARDS
238
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o 160832 Z 
I'M US CG I II MAl' 
TO COMUSMACV 
ZEM 

DECLASSIFIED 

I UNCLAS E F' T OIEYES ONLY fOR MGEN TO\1NSEND fROM LTGEN 
iHCKERSON 
MORATORIUM INCIDENT 
1. THE fOLLOIiJING MESSAGE QUOTED fOR YOUR IN FORMAT 10M: 
QUOTE: 

DE YSQKQD 1 2890400 
o 160359Z ZYH ZfF-l 
I'M BG COOKSEY CG A~1ERICAL DIV 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAl' 
ZEM 
UNCLAS EFT 0 I' 0 U 0 ACD 105 8 EYES ONL Y 
SUBJECT: MORATOR! LM H1CIDENT 

• THIS M_OHNlfIlG I \llSI~i!.Il_LZ ST INSON, HEADQUAHTERSOf THE 1ST 
BATTALION, 52ND INFANTRy,--AND-~~rALmm WITH TRE-"19-8-iH SHI&AMD~E=---· 
COfI1MANDER, THE B.ATTALION COMMANDER AND LT JESSE ROSEN, THE 

. PLATOON LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS. 
2. LT ROSEN IS AND HAS BEEN AN OurSTANDING· PLATOON LEADER AND 
HIS pLATOON HAS BEEN EFFt:CT lVE IN COMBAT. 
3. AFTER TALKING WITH LT ROSEN AND HIS COMf1ANDERS AND IN VIEW 

I OF HIS OT HERItJISE HIGH sr ANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I DO NOT PLAN 
{ TO TAKE PUN IT IVE MEASURES AGAINST LT ROSEN OR THE OTHER fOUR 
j l~Er1BERS OF HIS PLATOON. HOWEVER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAIN 
" BEING CAIJfIONED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM. 
, 4. IF THE SIT UAT ION CHANGES IN ANY 1JJAY, I \HLL ADVISE YOU ASAP. 

WARM REGARDS :5~~~ 

37(~) 
DECLASSIFIED 

0 1608327
FM US CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T O/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON
MORATORIUM INCIDENT
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE:

DE YSQKQD 1 2890400
0 160359 Z ZYY ZFF-1
FM BG COOKSE Y CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 F 0 U 0 ACD 105 8 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: MORATORIUM INCIDENT

THIS MORNING I VISITED LZ STINSON, HEAD QUARTERS OF THE 1ST
BATTALION, 52ND INFANTRY, AND TALKED WITH THE 198TH BRIGADE
COMMANDER, THE BATTALION COMMANDER AND LT JESSE ROSEN, THE
PLATOON LEADER QUOTED BY ASSOCIATED PRESS.
2. LT ROSEN IS AND HAS BEEN AN O UT ST AND ING PLATOON LEADER AND
HIS PLATOON HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE IN COMBAT.
3. AFTER TALKING WITH LT ROSEN AND HIS COMMANDERS AND IN VIEW
OF HIS OTHERWISE HIGH ST ANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE, I DO NOT PLAN
TO TAKE PUNITIVE MEASURES AGAINST LT ROSEN OR THE OTHER FOUR
MEMBERS OF HIS PLATOON. HOWE VER, ALL COMMANDERS ARE AGAIN
BEING CAUTIONED TO BE ALERT TO THIS PROBLEM.
4. IF THE SITUATION CHANGES IN ANY WAY, I WILL ADVISE YOU ASAP.

39/2)
WARM REGARDS



DECLASSIFIED 

I-UNQUOTE: 

2. FROM TALKING ~JITH GE~J COOKSEy THIS AFTERNOON IT' WAS 
HIS IMPRESSION THAT LT ROSE N HAD" DEE P REMoRSE" FoR HIS 
ACT IONS AND REGRETTED ANY UNFAVORABLE PRESS REACT IONS 
WHICH MAY RES lLT. 
3. I CONCUR IN COOKSEY'S COURSE OF' ACTION RELATIVE: TO DIS­
CIPLINING LT ROSEN SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE OF' ANY 
ADDU IONAL FACTS t~HICH MAY BE BROUGHT our LATR. : 
4. FOR yOUR IN FORM AT ION OT HER MEMBER S OF PRESS IN! ER­
VIEWED LT ROSEN AFTER GEN COO KSEY LEFT HIM THIS AM. 
WARM REGARDS 
300 

, 
o 171Zl143Z 
F[IIl MG TOWNSE ND C/ S MACV 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF' 
Z£M 
UNCLAS EFT 0 MAC 13472 EYES ONL Y 
REFERENCES: A. III MAF DT G 160832Z OCT 69 

P. III MAl' DTG 161320Z OCT 69 
1. COMUSMACV HAS READ BOT H REFE RENCES. 
2. H CONC (JRS IN PARA 4, REFE REN CE B. 
3. WARM REGARDS-
095 

UN QUOT E: 

520 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING tI10RKING.HOURS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNQUOTE:

2. FROM TALKING WITH GEN COO KSE Y THIS AFTERNOON IT WAS
HIS IMPRESSION THAT LT ROSEN HAD "DEEP REMORSE" FOR HIS
ACTIONS AND REGRETTED ANY UNFAVORABLE PRESS REACTIONS
WHICH MAY RESULT.
3. I CONCUR IN COO KSEY'S COURSE OF ACTION RELATIVE TO DIS-
CIPLINING LT ROSEN SUBJECT TO THE DISCLOSURE OF ANY
ADDITIONAL FACTS WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT O UT LATR.
4. FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION OTHER MEMBERS OF PRESS INTER-
VIEWED LT ROSEN AFTER GEN COO KSE Y LEFT HIM THIS AM.

WARM REGARDS
300

0 170143 Z
FM MG TOWNSEND C/ S MACV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
UNCLAS E FT 0 MAC 13472 EYES ONLY
REFERENCES: A. III MAF DT G 160832Z OCT 69

B. III MAF DTG 1613202 OCT 69
1. COMUSMACV HAS READ BOTH REFERENCES.
2. H CONCURS IN PARA 4, REFERENCE B.

3. WARM REGARDS-
095

UN QUOTE:

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS

39/31520
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DECLASSIFIED , ~. • 
P-1713]12:~- ---~----- --- ---'- ------­
F" CG ~ I II MAP' 

,TO CG F"MFPAC 

~, A AI 

" ' 

'-::,-ZEM 
~!?S E ,. RET I EYES ONLY FOR BGEN ~JILSON FROM 8GEN DOOl.EY 

ASSIGNMENT OF H1TELl lIENeE OFFICER TO I I I MAF' 
1. I PROMISED YOU A MESSAGl..: ON TYE INTELLIGENCE 'OFFICER 
PROSLEM A FEW DAYS AGO AND ALSO DURING OUR TELEPHONE 
CONVERSAT ION TODAY. GEN NICI£RSON HAS SENT A fot:SSAGE TO 
(EN BUSE ON CONSOLIDATION OF Hl!.:ADQUARI'aRs WHICH ALSO 
TOUCHES ON T HE SAME SUB..£CT. MY RECOMMENDAT ION IS THAT 
AN ARMY COL RELIEVE JOHN CANTON \'lHEN .JiHtJ IS D tE TO 
ROTATE IN LATE DECEMBER. HOWEVER, IF IT IS DESIRtW THAT 
A MAR UJE REMAIN IN THIS BILLET. I WO LLD NOMINATE COL 
DZ IALo. COL DZ lALO IS A SUU ABLE REt. IEF FOR COL CANTON. 
t HAVE CANVASSED U! MAF OFFICER ASSETS FoR A SUIT A13L~ 
REPLACEt€NT FoR COL DZIALO AT MACV AND FIND THAT COL 
RAINFORTH WHO PRESENTLY IS SERVING AS III MAF LIAISON OFF­
ICER TO MACV HAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS B-2 FMF'PAC AND COLLD 
POSSIBLY 8E ASSIGNED AS RELIEF FOR COL DZ lALO. IF' COL 
RAINFoRTH IS NOT CONSIDERED SUItABLE. THE ONLY OTHeR 
ALTERNAT IVE REPLACEMENT S FOR COL DZ lALO OR COL CANTON 
MUST BE REQfESTED FROM CMr. IN THAT REGARD INFORMAT ION 
AVAILABLE THIS HEADQUARTERS INDICATE THAT THE FOLLO~JING 
OFFICERS ARE POTENt tAt CANDIDATiS AND ARE ELEGIBLE FOR 
TRANSFER IN NEAR Ft.r tRE. COL FOREst J HIJVT NOW SERVING 

( 

At MCE&DC, QUANTICO AND LTCOL WILLIAM WENTWORT~ COLONEL /;\'Ci2t1 
$LEctEE NOW SERVING At HQ¥JC!. l:i:IT!-'ER callD FILL THE III /~ ,~_J~ 

, MAY BIl.LET OR THE MACV I3ILLET ALTHOUGH DZ,IALO I!lOlLD SE !~:;:, ni ~I~ 
THET:lEST CHOIcr; FOR III MAF. , (~ 1\ECEh~ 
2. TIME ... ONSI'RAINTS MAY M!LIT ATl!: AGAINST !'lOVING DZIALO t::i 18 gct~ 
TO It I MAP BECAUSE OF DOUBLE SHUFFLES REQUIRED, UNLE:SS \;:;, ! 

RAINFORTH IS ACCEptABLE. IF DZIALO COMES HERE, HE cA ~ 
SHOUlD ARRIVE AS SOON AS POSSISLE TO PREPARE FOR TAKING ~~' : 
(1)ER AS I II MAY G-2. I 
5. I HAVE Nor APPROACHED MACV ON THE POSSIBLE TRANSFER 6 181 
OF DZIALO AND WILL NOT UNTIL WE HEAR THAT THIS IS THE --~ 
ROUlE YOU walLD l..lXE US TO FOLLOW. I WOlLD PREFER NOT 
TO Sf 1ft T H£ MACV POT UN! It WE HA \IE A FIRM PLAN IN MIND. 
WARM REGARDS. ' 
G~3 
SSO NOTE: DEL.IVER DuRING WOHKHJG HOURS .... 

DECLASSIFIED 
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P 1713172
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
S E c RET. / EYES ONLY FOR RGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DOOLEY
ASSIGNMENT OF INTELLIGENCE OFFICER TO III MAF
1. I PROMISED YOU A MESSAGE ON THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
PROBLEM A FEW DAYS AGO AND ALSO DURING OUR TELEPHONE
CONVERSATION TODAY. GEN NICKERSON HAS SENT A MESSAGE TO
GEN B USE ON CONSOLIIDA ION OF HEAD QUARTERS WHICH ALSO
TOUCHES ON THE SAME SUBJECT. MY RECOMMENDATION IS THAT
AN ARMY COL RELIEVE JOHN CANTON WHEN JOHN IS DUE TO
ROTATE IN LATE DECEMBER. HOWEVER, IF IT IS DESIRED THAT
A MARINE REMAIN IN THIS BILLET, I WOULD NOMINATE COL
DZ IALO, COL DZIALO IS A SUIT ABLE RELIEF FOR COL CANTON.
I HAVE CANVASSED III MAF OFFICER ASSETS FOR A SUITABLE
REPLACEMENT FOR COL DZIALO AT MACV AND FIND THAT COL
RAINFORTH WHO PRESENTLY IS SERVING AS III MAF LIAISON OFF-
ICER TO MACV HAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS G-2 FMFPAC AND COULD
POSSIBLY BE ASSIGNED AS RELIEF FOR COL DZ IALO. IF COL
RAINFORTH IS NOT CONSIDERED SUIT ABLE, THE ONLY OTHER
ALTERNATIVE REPLACEMENTS FOR COL DZIALO OR COL CANTON
MUST BE REQUESTED FROM CMC. IN THAT REGARD INFORMAT ION
AVAILABLE THIS HEAD QUARTERS INDICATE THAT THE FOLLOWING
OFFICERS ARE POTENTIAL CANDIDATES AND ARE ELEGIBLE FOR
TRANSFER IN NEAR F UT URE. COL FOREST 1 HUNT NOW SERVING
AT MCE&DC QUANTICO AND LT COL WILLIAM WENT WORTH COLONEL
SELECTEE NOW SERVING AT HQMC. EITHER COULD FILL THE III
MAF BILLET OR THE MACV BILLET ALT HOUGH DZIALO WOULD BE

RECEIVETHE BEST CHOICE FOR III MAF.
2. TIME CONSTRAINTS MAY MILITATE AGAINST MOVING DZIALO 18 oct
TO III MAF BE CA USE OF DOUBLE SHUFFLES REQUIRED, UNLESS
RAINFORTH IS ACCEPTABLE IF DZIALO COMES HERE, HE
SHOULD ARRIVE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO PREPARE FOR TAKING
OVER AS III MAF G-2.
3. I HAVE NOT APPROACHED MACV ON THE POSSIBLE TRANSFER
OF DZ IALO AND WILL NOT UNTIL WE HEAR THAT THIS IS THE
ROUTE YOU WOULD LIKE US TO FOLLOW I WOULD PREFER NOT
TO ST IR THE MACV POT UNTIL WE HAVE A FIRM PLAN IN MIND.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-3
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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r~ - -o 1 7 13 15 Z Z Y H 
nz, CG ,,1 II MAF 
TO CG FM,FPAC 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
-I.r 

~M ! 

TOP SEC R E, T / EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN 
NICKER SON . 
CON SOL IDAT ION OF THE I II MAF HQ AND XXIV CORPS 
A. YOm LTR TO CHAPPY DATED 15 SEP 1969 
f. AS YOU KNOW, VIE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPING A 
PLAN ON THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE HQ OF III MAF AND XXIV 
CORPS. WE EXPECT TO SUBMIT THIS TO SEN ABRAMS IN E'ARLY 
NOV AND'WE wILL BRIEF YOU ON IT DuRI£«3 YOUR NEXT VISIT. 
MEA NwHILE VI IT H THE DEPARTURE OF THE 3RD ,MARDIV, THE 
XXIV CORPS HQ HAS BECOME QUITE VISIBLE AND ITS RE­
DUNDANCY IS OBVIOuS. IT IS A MATTER OF TIME UNTIL THIS 
ISSUE wILL COME TO A HEAD AND AT THAT TIME THE HQ WILL 
HIIVE TO GO, I AM SURE. IT wOULD APPEAR TO ME THAT AN 
I\PPROPRIAT TIM FOR TtO!: DEACTIVATION OF XXIV CORPS 

!/ wOULD BE ABOUT 15' DEC. THIS wOuLD GIVE US SUFFICIENT 
TIME TO PLAN FOR' AND EXCUTE THE DEACTIVATION SUBSEQUENT 
TO T J:Q;: DEPARTURE OF THE 3D MARD IV. 
,2. SIMD..ARLY, 1 BELIVE THAT THE CONTINuATION OF A 
M!\R INE ,LTSE N AS CG SHOULD BE DECIDED. DO wE VlMH TO' TRY 
TO RETAIN THIS COMMAND FOR ANOTHR YEAR OR NOT? WHILE 
IT WOULD BE CHAPPlE'S DECISION I wOULD THINK THAT IT IS 
NOT PROBABLE (NOR DESIRABLE> THAT III MAF HOLD ON TO THIS 
BILLET SUBSEQUENT TO MY DEPARTuRE. I BELIEVE THAT WE 
SHOULD GIVE SERIOUS THOUGHT TO GIVING IT UP TO THE ARMY 
FOR REASONS YOu STATED. IF THIS IS ACCEPTED AS A VALID 
PLANNING FACTOR THEN wE COULD PREPARE FOR AMALGAttJATION 
OF THE TWO HQS SUBSEQUENT TO THE DEACTIVATION OF XXIV 
CORPS AND -IN ANTICIPATION OF THE MARINE CORPS GIVING UP 
THE Bn..LET wHEN I AM DETACHED. A RECOMMNDED TIME 
FRAME 'FOR ME TO TURN OVER CMD HERE COULD BE 1-15 MARCH. 
3. T HIS LEAD S INTO ANOTHER PROBLEM AND RELAlES TO 
REL IEFOF pRESENT INCUMBENTS. AS YOU KNOW, TOM MILLER 
IS ONNHIS WAY ouT HERE AS A NUMERIC,AL REPLACEMENT FOR GEORGE 
DOOLEY AND 1 HAD INTENDED TO filAKE LEO MY CHIEF OF STAFF. 
HOtvEVER, IF THIS A!'tlALGAMATION IS TO BE COMPLETED WHEN I 
LEAVE IN MARCH, I wOULD THINK IT TO BE ACCEPTABLE FOR AN 
~RM Y BR IG AD IER TO REL lEVE S EORG E, pROvtDI ft3 I COuLD 
cHOOSE HIM. I wOLLD THEN RETAIN LEO AS MY G-3 AND HE 
waui.D' REMAIN THE G-3 OF THE NEw HQ UNTIL HE IS REPLACED 
IN JuNE. TOM MILLER WOULD BE XCESS TO THIS HEADQUAR-
TER S. HE COulD BE ASSIGND AS AWC 1 ST MAW. OF COuRSE THIS IS 

. Oti.Y 01lE OF 'MANY PERSONNEL ACTIONS wHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED 311/ 
.ID IS li.TrONED TO POINT OUT THAT WE HAVE A PROBLEM WITH WJUCM , ''''f",_ -eou TO GRIPS IMDIATELY. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 1713152 ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
TOPSECRET / EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN B USE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
CONSOLIDATION OF THE III MAF HQ AND XXIV CORPS
A. YOUR LTR TO CHAPPY DATED 15 SEP 1969
1. AS YOU KNOW, WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPING A
PLAN ON THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE HQ OF III MAF AND XXIV
CORPS. WE EXPECT TO SUBMIT THIS TO GEN ABRAMS IN EARLY
NOV AND WE WILL BRIEF YOU ON IT DURING YOUR NEXT VISIT.
MEANWHILE WITH THE DEPARTURE OF THE 3RD MARDIV, THE
XX IV COR PS HQ HAS BECOME QUITE VISIBLE AND ITS RE- RECEI
DUNDANCY IS OBVIOUS. IT IS A MATTER OF TIME UNTIL THIS

18 00ISSUE WILL COME TO A HEAD AND AT THAT TIME THE HQ WILL
HAVE TO GO, I AM SURE. IT WOULD APPEAR TO ME THAT AN
PPROPRIAT TIM FOR THE DEACTIVATION OF XXIV CORPS
WOULD BE ABOUT 15 DEC. THIS WOULD GIVE US SUFFICIENT
TIME TO PLAN FOR AND EXCUTE THE DEACTIVATION SUBSEQUENT
TO THE DEPARTURE OF THE 3D MARDIV.
2. SIMILARLY, I BELIVE THAT THE CONTINUATION OF A
MARINE LTGEN AS CG SHOULD BE DECIDED. DO WE WANT TO TRY
TO RETAIN THIS COMMAND FOR ANOTHR YEAR OR NOT? WHILE
IT WOULD BE CHAPPIE'S DECISION I WOULD THINK THAT IT IS
NOT PROBABLE (NOR DESIRABLE) THAT III MAF HOLD ON TO THIS
BILLET SUB SEQUENT TO MY DEPARTURE. I BELIEVE THAT WE
SHOULD G IVE SERIOUS THOUGHT TO G IVING IT UP TO THE ARMY
FOR REASONS YOU STATED. IF THIS IS ACCEPTED AS A VALID
PLANNING FACTOR THEN WE COULD PREPARE FOR AMALGAMA
OF THE TWO HQS SUBSEQUENT TO THE DEACTIVATION OF XXIV
CORPS AND IN ANTICIPATION OF THE MARINE CORPS GIVING UP
THE BILLET WHEN I AM DETACHED. A RECOMMNDED TIME
FRAME FOR ME TO TURN OVER CMD HERE COULD BE 1-15 MARCH.
3. THIS LEADS INTO ANOTHER PROBLEM AND RELATES TO
RELIEF OF PRESENT INCUMBENTS. AS YOU KNOW, TOM MILLER
IS ONNHIS WAY OUT HERE AS A NUMERICAL REPLACEMENT FOR GEORGE
DOOLEY AND"I HAD INTENDED TO MAKE LEO MY CHIEF OF STAFF.
HOWEVER, IF THIS AMALGAMATION IS TO BE COMPLETED WHEN I

LEAVE IN MARCH, I WOULD THINK IT TO BE ACCEPTABLE FOR AN
ARMY BR IGAD IER TO RELIEVE GEORGE, PROVIDING I COULD
CHOOSE HIM. I WOULD THEN RETAIN LEO AS MY G-3 AND HE
WOULD REMAIN THE G-3 OF THE NEW HQ UNTIL HE IS REPLACED
IN JUNE. TOM MILLER WOULD BE XCESS TO THIS HEADQUAR-
TER S. HE COULD BE ASSIGND AS AWC 1ST MAW. OF COURSE THIS IS

35/11ONLY ONE OF MANY PER SONNEL ACTIONS WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED
MD IS MENTIONED TO POINT OUT THAT WE HAVE A PROBLEM WITH WHICH

COME TO GRIPS IMMDIATELY.

35/11

DECLASSIFIED
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( ~. I SPE CIFICALL Y C€ED GUIDANCE AND AT THE EARLIEST. 
! IN aIlE CASE I AM REQUIRED TO ADVISE ABE ON THE BEST WAY 

TO 50l.VE A PROBLEM. AT THE SAME TIME ARY SJLUTION I 
OFFER HIM MUsr HAVE YOUR 5 AND CHAPPY· 5 APPROVAL AND WILL 
HAVE AN EFFECT ON PERSONNEL ACTIONS YOuR ARE PRESENTLY 
DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING. YOUR LETTER (REFERENCE 
(1\)) HAS ALERTED HIM TO THE PROBLEM. 
5. I At1REE"WITH YOuR LETTER TO CHAPPY ALTHOUGH THE 
Sl'IlALL HQ WILL POSE A PROBLEM. WE ARE MAKI~ PLANS FOR 
A. SMALL HQ TO BE GENERATED OUT OF III MAF ASSETS TO 
ASsUME OPERATIONAL CONTROL AND PRESERVE THE INTGRITY 
OF OUR DIVISION/W ING TEAM. I BELIEVE THE CG SHOuLD BE A 

:c---~~g~~G~:~~i8-%gMA~~;~~V¥Ht§ R{~~J~-'1-, ~~ l-Y~-c~~~ED~-WITX-"- -
TrE DEGREE OF CONTROL THAT TH,IS STAFF WOULD PERFORM. 
AS YOU POINTED OuT, WE COULD .NOT MAKE IT so LARGE AS TO 
CONTRAVENE Tl-E INTENT OF THE III MAF AND XXIV CORPS 
CONSOLIDATION., AT THE: SAME TIME, I REMEMBER HE GROWING 
P~,INS wE HAD WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE III MAF HQ WHEN 
\lIE UNDER EST IMATED wHAT wOULD BE REQUIRED. IF IT IS 
GO ING TO BE OPERAT 10 NAL, IT NEED S A CAPAB IL ITY. WHILE I 
~GREE wITH YOtJl PROPOSALS, IT 15 NOT GOING TO BE EASY. 
5. I THINK IT IS APPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME TO ADDRESS THE 
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER SITUATION AGAIN. CANTON WILL LEAVE 
IN ,I,. ATE DEC UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES AND AS YOu KNOW 
\4E 'ARE HAV ING D I'FF ICUL TIES FHlD HG A MAR INE INTELL IG ENCE 
OFFICER TO REPLACE HIM. I THINK THAI AN APPROBPRIATE 
OOLUT ION wOULD BE TO REL !EVE HIM WIIH AN ARMY INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICER. THIS WOlLD LEAD INTO THE AMALGAMATION OF THE 
HQ AND I THINK IT WOULD BE A GOOD SOLuTION WHETHR WE 
4MALG 1\MATE OR NOI. 
7. PLEASE DON'T THINK THAT I AM ATTEMPTING TO INFLUENCE 
1\ MAJOR PULL OUT OF THE MARINES OR OF III M,I\F. I DO 
SEE T 1-£ HA NDwR IT I NG 0 N THEW ALL A NO I T HI N K T HA T EARL Y , 
M~.R CH v) OULD BE AN APPRO PR lATE T IItlE FOR THE MAR I NE S TO 

. TUR N OPERAT IONAL CONTROL OVER TO THE ARMY. IF wE WAIT 
ttNY LOr~GER, I AM SURE IT WILL BE TAK~N FROM us. 
8. IF WE DO AWAY WIT H XX IV CORPS 0 N 15 DEC I HAVE NO 
IDEA wHAT THE ARMY wOULD DO WITH MEL lAlS DURING THE 
ENSUING PERIOD UNTIL EARLY MARCH. HOwEVER, I CONSIDER 
THAT TO BE GENERAL ABRAMS PROBLEM. THE POSSIBILITY 
COULD AL\vAYS EXIST THAI A PROPOSAL WOuLD BE MADE FOR 
l~IS TO COME DOwN HERE IF XXIV CORPS IS DISESTABLISHED 
ON 15 DEC AND FOR ME TO BE REPLACED. I PERSONALLY THINK 
THAT WOULD BE A MISTAKE AND THAT I SHOULD STAY UNTIL 
THE END OF MY TO {JR. 
9. AS I MENTIONED EARLIER. WE WELL BRIEF YOU DURlrtJ 
yOlii NEXT .VISIT. ANY GUIDANCE YOU CAN GIVE ME AT THAT TIME 
ilJOULD BE MOST WELCOME. PLEASE REMEMBER THAT I AM , 
SUBMITTING A PAPER TO ABE ON OR ABOuT 1 NOVEMBER so 
THERE 1sN- T MUSH TIME LEFT. 

I ~14RM REGARD S 
GP-3 
ssa NOTE: DELIVER DURING wORKING HOLRS. 

,.11 _. _.......,....---- --~3' .... ·dJ,~::t."'y·~,'·~ 
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4. I SPECIFICALLY NEED GUIDANCE AND AT THE EARLIEST.
IN ONE CASE I AM REQUIRED TO ADVISE ABE ON THE BEST WAY
TO SOLVE A PROBLEM. AT THE SAME TIME ANY SOLUTION I
OFFER HIM MUST HAVE YOURS AND CHAPPY'S APPROVAL AND WILL
HAVE AN EFFECT ON PERSONNEL ACTIONS YOUR ARE PRESENTLY
DEVELOPING AND IMPLEMENTING. YOUR LETTER (REFERENCE
(A)) HAS ALERTED HIM TO THE PROBLEM.
5. I AGREE WITH YOUR LETTER TO CHAPPY ALTHOUGH THE
SMALL HQ WILL POSE A PROBLEM. WE ARE MAKING PLANS FOR

SMALL HQ TO BE GENERATED OUT OF III MAF ASSETS TOA

SSUME OPERATIONAL CONTROL AND PRESERVE THE INIGRITY
OF OUR DIVISION/WING TEAM. I BELIEVE THE CG SHOULD BE A
MGEN WHO COULD ALSO SERVE AS DEPUTY CG OF THE NEW
AMALGAMATED COMMAND. IN THIS REGARD, I AM CONCERNED WITH
THE DEGREE OF CONTROL THAT THIS STAFF WOULD PERFORM.
AS YOU POINTED OUT, WE COULD NOT MAKE IT SO LARGE AS TO
CONTRAVE NE THE INTENT OF THE III MAF AND XXIV CORPS
CONSOLIDATION. AT THE SAME TIME, I REMEMBER HE GROWING
PAINS WE HAD WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE III MAF HQ WHEN
WE UNDER ESTIMATED WHAT WOULD BE REQUIRED. IF IT IS
GOING TO BE OPERATIONAL, IT NEEDS A CAPABILITY. WHILE I

^GREE WITH YOUR PROPOSALS, IT IS NOT GOING TO BE EASY.
6. I THINK IT IS APPROPRIATE AT THIS TIME TO ADDRESS THE
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER SITUATIO AGAIN. CANTON WILL LEAVE
IN LATE DEC UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES AND AS YOU KNOW
WE ARE HAVING DIFFICULTIES FINDING A MARINE INTELLIGEN
OFFICER TO REPLACE HIM. I THINK THAT AN APPROB PRIATE
SOLUTION WOULD BE TO RELIEVE HIM WITH AN ARMY INTELLIGENCE
OFFICER. THIS WOULD LEAD INTO THE AMALGAMATION OF THE
HQ AND I THINK IT WOULD BE A GOOD SOLUTION WHETHR WE
AMALGAMATE OR NOT.
7. PLEASE DON'T THINK THAT I AM ATTEMPTING TO INFLUENCE
A MAJOR PULL OUT OF THE MARINES OR OF III MAF. I DO
SEE THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL AND I THINK THAT EARLY
MARCH WOULD BE AN APPROPRIATE TIME FOR THE MARINES TO
TURN OPERATIONAL CONTROL OVER TO THE ARMY. IF WE WAIT
ANY LONGER, I AM SURE IT WILL BE TAKEN FROM US.
8. IF WE DO AWAY WITH XXIV CORPS ON 15 DEC I HAVE NO
IDEA WHAT THE ARMY WOULD DO WITH MEL ZAIS DURING THE
ENSUING PERIOD UNT IL EARLY MARCH. HOWEVER, I CONSIDER
THAT TO BE GENERAL ABRAMS PROBLEM. THE POSSIBILITY
COULD ALWAYS EXIST THAT A PROPOSAL WOULD BE MADE FOR
ZAIS TO COME DOWN HERE IF XXIV CORPS IS DISESTABL ISHED
ON 15 DEC AND FOR ME TO BE REPLACED. I PERSONALLY THINK
THAT WOULD BE A MISTAKE AND THAT I SHOULD STAY UNTIL
THE END OF MY TOUR.
9. AS I MENTIONED EARLIER. WE WELL BRIEF YOU DURING
YOUR NEXT VISIT. ANY GUIDANCE YOU CAN GIVE ME AT THAT TIME
WOULD BE MOST WEL COME. PLEASE REMEMBER THAT I AM
SUBMITTING A PAPER TO ABE ON OR ABOUT 1 NOVEMBER SO
THERE ISN'T MUSH T IME LEFT.
WARM REGARDS
GP-3
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
900
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III trAF DEr::? SURV~ILLANCE A:.:D !~ECONr~AISSANCE STUDY 
A. cr:: III r,lAF LTG' ~ERIAL ~01099-6(\ OF 22 SEP 69 
0. YOUR PPB 1977 l)TG 0101452 OCT 69 sr-HELO 8'1 ~-2. 

1. APPRSCIATE YOUR COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PLAN FOR DEEP RECON­
f\lA ISSAr-ICE AND SURVEILLAf\'C~ (SRC) OPERA T101\1S (REF' A), AND YOUR 
?r:'cr;r!r'n·mATIO~.!S !,"IV IT St.'CULD h!OT r:::: T~,"PLE{I1ENTED m X~qV CORPS 
':.'In~OUT sorE rCT)It;'IC,~ TIa~ls. 
2. CO;!CUR TJ-'AT ','OUR J'5:Al;QUAoTr:t:>C' ".'e:' T:-lj:C C'T/'_r.r.: CP"A~'ItITY t'YD 9 :-10( 
ccrr-'7:7'C~ TO ,:,r1PLCY A['_. Al.'t\Il~Arl~f "';'~O·-:\:AISSt:.'C:? A'\'D SU!1U[!L- Cb 4-~ 
Lf':JC;; !(r.SCUF~C':S H.i !=;'E<:?C'0f r.CTI-' Te YC!J? ;":,,, :,'[;:::1"):; A:';D ~.y r""" REcfiVEO 
1 Irr'l\'Cr. COLLr.::CTIO~'1 P:!:2:.!IR:':-t'':''Tc.'. ~EAt:;st~~r::D Tl;lH YCU CA-': "A~'i):t!;, . 
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Rr:'CONNAISSAf\!Cf' AJ'·.ID SUP'Vij'P~LA~ICl!: l\<;SJ<:T~. I T~'T':i!f Te .~S'<;;U[!~' c ,'/ ' 
ADCON OF TEf ~D'-FORC~ n~CO~~AISSA~C: CorPANY ON OR ASOUT 22 
ec Terr.r. 195~, FOLtO \;IH'G R'71) EPLOyr·1Ei\jT O~ TH E :r,D PA R PJf '.'. IV I S TO 
OUT Ok COmITRY. ~OR p!1:;'Op.rATIOf~, I PLA ~'J TO RELOCA n: THE ~D 
tiORC ~ RECN':NA ISSArJC~ COf'1p,oHN TO PPU P-A I "lITE f::AR P'!F ;~~LO ASSETS 
,~,r\!9 P'?LOY TPEr pi QUA;,IG i\!Ar A~.~D 8UAi"(;' TI~~ prOUF,\CES. 
3. \'!ARr" REGA RD S. 
r.:p_,~ 

sso ~'Orf.: D::LIVZP nURF·.1G FIRST DUTY PCU2S 

21 Q 
--'. 

DECLASSIFIED 

CC III AT
TC SSC XXIV CORPS

SEC D. E T/TYES ONLY FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LTEEN NICKERSON
III MAF DESP SURVFILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY
A. C G III MAF LTR SERIAL 201999-69 OF 22 SEP 69
R. YOUR PHB 1977 DTG 0101457 OCT 69 SI -HELD BY G-2
1. APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PLAN FOR DEEP RECON-
NAISSANCE AND SURVEILLANCE ( SRC ) OPERATIONS (REF A), AND YOUR
PECONMENDATIONS WIY IT SHOULD NOT RE IMPLEMENTED IN XXIV CORPS
WITHOUT SOME PODIFICATIONS.
2. CONCUR THAT YOUR I'EADGUAPTERS WAS THE STAFF CAPABILITY AND
COIPERFICE TO EMPLOY ALL AVAILABLE TETONNAISSA.CE AND SURVEIL
LANCE RESOURCES IN RESPONSE BOTH TO YOUR CV NEEDS AND NY INTALY

RECEIVEDLICENCE COLLECTION PEQUIREMENTS. REASSURED THAT YOU CAY VANDIN 18 OCTP.THE RECONNAISSANCE AND SUPVEILLANCE EFFORT WITH YOUR ORGANIC
RFCONNAISSANCE AND SUPVELLANCE ASSETS. T INTEND TC ASSUME OPEC %
ADCON OF THE 3D FORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY ON OR ABOUT 22
OCTOPER 1969, FOLLOWING REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D HARINE DIVISIO
OUT OF COUNTRY. FOR IMFORMATION, I PLAN TO RELOCATE THE 3D

TELLIEFORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY TO PHU PAI WITH MARINE HELO ASSETS
AND EMPLOY THEN IN QUANG NAM AND QUANG TIN PROVINCES.
3. WARM REGARDS.
GP-?

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOURS

21 o
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FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS 
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SEC RET PHB 1977 EYES ONLY 
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P 1 ~ 11 10 Z ZFF- 4 
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SUBJ: III r·1AF' DEEP' SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNA ISSANCE STUDY 
R f:'F"~ L TR, HQ, I II ~1A F, SUBJ A S A BOVE, CITE NR 00109969, DTD 
22 . SPP 69. 

SECRET 

1. I HAVE CAREFULLY STUDIED THr.:: REF PLAN FOR DEEP RECONNAISSANCE 
Af\JD SURVEILLANCE (R\~S)OPERATIONS AND THOUGH IT APPEARS 
SOUND IN CONCEPT I RECOMMEND IT NOT BE IMPLEMENTED' IN 
XXIV CORPS UITHOUT SOME ~~ODI1<ICATIONS IN THE CONTROL ~1ECHANISMS. 
2. NATURALLY I FEEL THAT t·,y HEADQUARTERS HAS THE STA1<'F', 
CAPAB IL ITY AND CO MPETEf\lCE TO k:r,~PLOY ALL AVA ILABLE R&S RESOURC ES 
IN Rt<:SPONSE BOTH TO OUR OWN NEEDS A~!D YOUR WTELL IGENCE ~ 
COLLECTION REQUIREMEMTS. OUR 'EXPERIENCE WITH THE DELTA FORCE 
riA S, IN MY OP INION, PROVEN THE VALUE, OF NO Rr1AL CONTROL AND 
COORDINA TION CHA Nl\JEL S Hl DEEP R~ S OP ERA T IO NS. I I< NO~v 
OF ~!O INSTANCE IN l:JHICH SIGNI1<'ICANT INTELLIGENCE ACQUIRED BY 
nELTA FORCE HAS )\JOT BEEN PASSED QUICKLY TO YOUR STAFF'., AND 
I P.ELIEVE THE TARGETING OF DELTA REGON TEA~1S PAS BEEN 
RESPONSIVE TO YOUR NEEDS. ' 
3. ONE ASPECT IN PARTICULAR OF THE DEEP R&S CONCEPT IN REF 
STUDY GIVES [·1.E CONCERN. THE 101 ST ABN DIV (A~1) AND PARTICULARLY ITS 
AIR CAVALRY SQUADROI\!, ARE ~JELL CONFIGURED FOR QUICK, F'ORtUDABLE 
R~ACTION TO ENF.t·~Y INCURSIONS ACROSS THE ~lESTERN DMZ AND THE LAOTIAN 

,t:lORDF:R. t-WLTIPLE, St1ALL III MAF RECON ZONES IN THOSE 
ARFAS tllOULD If\lHIBIT S1,IIFT REACTION, At\ID IN r,~y O?INIO!\!, 
A LA R8E, P FR ~ANENT SURVEILLA f\JCE AND RECON 'CO NE (SA HZ) 
"IOVU,) SER IOUSLY RESTR ICT OUR REA CT rON CAPABIL ITIES. 
4. I \'}OULn, OF COURSE, BE DELIGHTED TO Er.'!PLOY THE JrJARINE FORCE 
PfCO~! CCt<'1pAf\lY IN XXIV CORPS AO. I FAVE SEEN IT IN OPERATION 
ALONG I,HTP THE RECON TEAr:rS OF THE ~D MAR PECON BN AI'JD I KNOliJ 
TH!i.:SE TEA t'lS TO EE AS EFFECTIVE AS THEY ARE GALLANT.' I 
AM CONV INC En H01:1EVER THAT DIR FCT ION, COORDINA T ION A ~ID SUPPORT 
OF T)-IESr> DEEP Rg,S OPERATIONS WOULD BE ENEA~CED U~JDER 
OPEP,ATIOhlAL CO!\!TROL OF XXIV CORPS n·,! T1-:E USUAL r~Af\!NER. 
5. \~IA R~' R EGA RD S • 
GP-4 

SSO ~CTF: FIRST AVAIlARL~ ~t!TY POURS 
365 ---------------'--,-,._-' .".. ,..-/ 
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FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC

P 11102 ZFF- 40 010145Z
FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF

SECRETZFM
SECRETI PHB 1977 EYES ONLY

SUBJ: III MAF DEEP SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNA ISSANCE STUDY
RFF: LTR, HQ, III MAF, SUBJ AS ABOVE, CITE NR 00109969, DTD
22.SEP 69.
1. I HAVE CAREFULLY STUDIED THE REF PLAN FOR DEEP RECONNAISSANCE

AND SURVEILLANCE (R&S) OPERATIONS AND THOUGH IT APPEARS
SOUND IN CONCEPT I RECOMMEND IT NOT BE IMPLEMENTED IN
XXIV CORPS WITHOUT SOME MODIFICATIONS IN THE CONTROL MECHANISMS.
2. NATURALLY I FEEL THAT MY HEADQUARTERS HAS THE STAFF,
CAPARILITY AND COMPETENCE TO EMPLOY ALL VA ILABLE R&S RESOURCES

RECEIVEDIN RESPONSE BOTH TO OUR OWN NEEDS AND YOUR INTELLIGENCE
18

OCTP.M.
COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS. OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE DELTA FORCE
HAS, IN MY OP INION, PROVEN THE VALUE OF NORMAL CONTROL AND
COORDINATION CHANNELS IN DEEP R&S OPERATIONS. I KNOW
OF NO INSTANCE IN WHICH SIGNIFICANT INTELLIGENCE ACQUIRED BY
DELTA FORCE HAS NOT BEEN PASSED QUICKLY TO YOUR STAFF, AND

THE
I BELIEVE THE TARGETING OF DELTA RECON TEAMS HAS BEEN
RESPONSIVE TO YOUR NEEDS.
3. ONE ASPECT IN PARTICULAR OF THE DEEP R&S CONCEPT IN REF
STUDY GIVES ME CONCERN. THE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) AND PARTICULARLY ITS
AIR CAVALRY SQUADRON, ARE WELL CONFIGURED FOR QUICK, FORMIDABLE
REACTION TO ENEMY INCURSIONS ACROSS THE WESTERN DMZ AND THE LAOTIAN
BORDER. MULTIPLE, SMALL III MAF RECON ZONES IN THOSE
ARFAS WOULD INHIBIT SWIFT REACTION, AND IN MY OPINION,
A LARGE, PERMANENT SURVEILLANCE AND RECON ZONE (SARZ)
WOULD SERIOUSLY RESTRICT OUR REACTION CAPABILITIES.
4. I WOULD, OF COURSE, BE DEL IGHTED TO EMPLOY THE MARINE FORCE
RFCON COMPANY IN XXIV CORPS AO. I HAVE SEEN IT IN OPERATION
ALONG WITH THE RECON TEAMS OF THE 3D MAR RECON BN AND I KNOW
THESE TEAMS TO BE AS EFFECTIVE AS THEY ARE GALLANT. I
AM CONVINCED HOWEVER THAT DIRECTION, COORDINATION AND SUPPORT
OF THESE DEEP ReS OPERATIONS WOULD BE ENHANCED UNDER

TIONAL CONTROL OF XXIV CORPS IN THE USUAL MANNER.
5. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
SSO NOTE: FIRST AVAILABLE DUTY HOURS

43(1)365
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FM CG II I M A F <i .' 

TO CG FMF.PAC 
P 160 93{?,iZ:"i ,-'" ,-:"'" 
FM CG III MAF 
TO SSO XX IV COR PS 
ZEM 
SEC R E T/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZArs FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
III MAF DEEQ SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE STUDY 
". C~ III MAF LTR SERIAL 001099-69 OF 22 SEP 69 
B. YOUR PHS 1977 DTG 010145Z OCT 69 sr .. ,",UD 8'1 ,.2. 
1. APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PLAN FOR DEEP RECON... . 4-
NA ISSAt~CE A NO SllRVE ILLA NCE (SR C) OPER AT 10 NS (REF A) t AND YO UR RECEtV£O 
RECOMMENDAT IONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT BE IMPLEMENTED IN XXIV CORPS ~ 18 ocr" 
wITHOUT SOME MOO IFICAT 10 NS.. ' IUt 
2. CONCUR THAT YOuR HEADQUARTERS HAS THE STAFF CAPABILITY AND ~ 
COMPETENCE TO EMPLOY ALL AVAILABLE RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVEIL­
LANCE RESOURCES IN RESPONSE BOTH TO YOUR OWN NEEDS AND MY INTEL-
LIGE NCE COLLECT ION REQUIREME NT S. REASSURED THAT YO U CAN HANDLE ..p 
THE RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVEILLANCE EFFORT WITH YOUR ORGANIC 
RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVEILLANCE IrSSETS. I INTEND TO ASSUME OPCONI 
ADtON OF THE 3D FORCE RECONNAISSANCE OOMPANY ON OR ABOUT 22 
-OCTOBER 1969, FOLLOWING REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D MAR INE DIVISION 
01'T OF COUNTRY. FOR INFORMATION, I PLAN TO RELOCATE THE 3D 
FORCE RECONNAISSANCE/,COMPANY TO PHU BAI WITH MARINE HELO ASSETS 
AND EMPLOY THEM IN QUANG NAM AND QUANG TIN PROVINCES. 
3. WARM REG ARD S. 
GP-3 

ssa NOTE: DEL rVER D uR r NG FIRST DUTY HO URS 
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B. YOUR PHB 1977 DTG 0101452 OCT 69 SI-HELD BY G-2
1. APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS CONCERNING THE PLAN FOR DEEP RECON-

RECEIVEDNAISSANCE AND SURVE ILLANCE (SRC) OPERATIONS (REF A), AND YOUR
RECOMMENDATIONS WHY IT SHOULD NOT BE IMPLEMENTED IN XXIV CORPS

18 OCTP.AWITHOUT SOME MODIFICATIONS.
2. CONCUR THAT YOUR HEADQUARTERS HAS THE STAFF CAPABILITY AND
COMPETENCE TO EMPLOY ALL AVAILABLE RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVEIL-
LANCE RESOURCES IN RESPONSE BOTH TO YOUR OWN NEEDS AND MY INTEL-
LIGENCE COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS. REASSURED THAT YOU CAN HANDLE
THE RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVE ILLANCE EFFORT WITH YOUR ORGANIC
RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVE ILLANCE ASSETS. I INTEND TO ASSUME OPCON/
ADCON OF THE 3D FOR CE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY ON OR ABOUT 22
OCTOBER 1969, FOLLOWING REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION
OUT OF COUNTRY. FOR INFORMATION, I PLAN TO RELOCATE THE 3D
FOR CE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY TO PHU BAI WITH MARINE HELO ASSETS
AND EMPLOY THEM IN QUANG NAM AND QUANG TIN PROVINCES.
3. WARM REGARD S.
GP-3

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING FIRST DUTY HOURS
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" 1 ~r'r .. r- ~ '"'F1:-4 
P' C':' I IT ",t. r" .. 

TO COr"USf'ACV 
z r,t:' ;;"" 
S 1;:' c p. ~ T i'WfGR~,' S1ZC T ION OJ\J E OF HLO 
FOP GEf'J ABHArS r.RC~' LTGP,1 !':ICKERSOT-J 
ll.~~F:Sc;~15:~~TS OF r;,'~r'y CAPA~TLITIf~ M,ID LP~ITATIO~jS FOR TR,'\:-!S-D~1Z 
OP~RATIO~S RE~UESTED EY yOU AT WIEU OF 27 SEP 1969 
1. M~ EXAPINATION Or.' THE I)tf7 /BEN EAI AREA, AI\:D A REVIEL' OF' n:E 
r::f\'Ef."Y·S HISTORY OF TRA~"S-Drr:7. OPERATIOf'JS, HAVE P20VIDED A SET OF 
Pfl.RAPfTIiRS FOR USE P' A~SESSING FIS I!\'T!<.:~nIO~,~S, CAPAEILITI~S Ai,ID 
L!~~ITATIO~.'S TO CO~IDUCT SUCr: OPERATIOMS n,1 TYE FUTURE. 
2. A DRY SEASON A~!ALYSIS OF THE REGIO~! ~ZVEALS THE FOLLown:G: 

A. 1}!2 r~OU!\!TA H,:OUS 1','E:2TE'RN REGIB!'! CnA!\!~JELIZES r,'OVE!I'ENT THROUGH 
NATURAL TERRAIfll CORRIDORS. THE JU~GLE OfFERS EXCELLHn COVFR MI!D 
COr\!CEAu.~EI\fT, A~!D THf!: LOC ~{ET1!}ORK COfJSISTS OF TRA ILS AND FOOTPATFS, 
A~!!) OI\:E SECTION OF ~'OTORABLt: ROAD. THf£ UPPE~ REACHZS OF' THE 3E!V )-'AI, 
AtSO K~.!O\·'I\' AS r-'F RAC THM!H, VARY IN ~JE)TF FRcr FIVE f'ETERS AT ITS 
ORIG:If\I TO 65 r~TERS. THF: BANK M!D [;0TTOM l'I'ATERIALS ARE sIT. T AND 
SM~J). ',.'Ip·1 EAl\IK SLOPEs OF LESS Tt-:A;-I 15 DEGREES n~IS PORTIOt\j OF THE 
P.IV~R IS !\'AVIGABLESOI\:LY TO PIROGUES. THE RIVEt'> IS EASltY ~ORDED 
AND PRESS~1TS 1\10 OBSTACLES TO DETERMH!ED TRANS-D',~7 mVEr.'F~IT. 

T'l. TH!: ?IEDr:;O~~T IS LESS RESTRICTIVE TO CROSS CQU:.lTRY VOVB1EflJT, 
HAS A MORE ::XTEf\!SIVE TRA IL ;,'l::Tl'JORK, A:-,lD C~,IE POO!=1 ~OAD. COVER AND 
CONCEAL~r.:NT IS FAIR. TI-!E £E~,~ EAI IS NAVIGABLE T~1ROUGHOUT TO SAr,~ ... 
?MJS AND 1:AS RELATIVELY rElJ1 FORDS. BAN1{ ~~AT~RIALS ARE SILT, SA~lD, 
,firm CLAY ~,IITH SLOPES BET':Jl.!:Ei\' 15 A~~D 45 DEGREES. l"nn; DEPTHS UP TO 
THREE t:'ETERS AND VARYING If\: 1.'!IDlfH ~ROr· 5'; TO 17", t'lETERS, IT PRESENTS 
A COf'JSIDFRABLE 01?STACLF. TO rv:O\lEXENT \HTHOUT FLOTATION DEVICES. 

C. nr~ COASTAL PLA I~! PAS A DE~!SE TRA IL NEHiORK FAVORABLE FOR 
ACCF~S TO T1-!F. PEf'..! EAT. EXTEfI,lSIVE p.OrBARDrE;~lT PY AFRIAL AND GROU~m 
ORDNANCE HAS CR~A TED M' CB~TACLE OF' l'lA TER-F' ILLED CRATER SAND 
nrSTROYF.D VEGEfATIOf\!. THESE FACTORS COt>mIl\~ED ~tITE \.IET GROUND CO:-J­
~ITIOf\:S rAKE CROSS-COUNTRY TRAFFICABILITY VERY DIFFICULT. THE BPJ 
HAI RIVER VAR IES FROf!' 55 TO 415 METERS Ir--I I.HDTH AND, IS UNFORDABLED 
\,'ITHOUT FLOTATIOf\J AID~. THE BANK MATERIALS ARE SILT, SAND, Af@ 

I CLAY. SLOPE' OF' THE BAf\JK VARIES F?O~' [V:ODERATE TO STEEP, ALTHOUGH 
i ~A"'K ~EI?'-'TS AR~ u~s£ T"M; or')!? rl!:;:TE~. II\:FOj~rA?IC': C~··: TIDAL 

IN,r;"LUr.r-.,!Cl' I~I!nTCAT];'<:' T""'T iT "'C"":F~ C~'lY Tl\! T':rs <:::"'I"r·r.~'T IT IS I( ) 
f\lAVIG~,-j:'L~ ATLJALL' TI~'1=:'S'Tr \~C~'-~"S: ,~ _ ... - ~-'. -, · 110 { 
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7FF-4
FN CC III "A"
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
S E P. E T NOFORN SECTION ONE OF TWO
FOP GEN ABRANS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ASSESSMENTS OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS FOR TRANS-DMZ
OPERATIONS REQUESTED BY YOU AT VIEU CF 27 SEP 1969
1. AN EXAMINATION OF THE DN7/BEN HAI AREA, AND A REVIEW OF THE
ENEWY'S HISTORY OF TRANS- DM? OPERATIONS, HAVE PROVIDED A SET OF
PARAMETERS FOR USE IN ASSESSING HIS INTENTIONS, CAPABILITIES AND
LIMITATIONS TO CONDUCT SUCH OPERATIONS IN THE FUTURE.
2. A DRY SEASON ANALYSIS OF THE REGION REVEALS THE FOLLOWING:

A. THE MOUNTA INOUS WESTERN REGIBN CHANNELIZES MOVEMENT THROUGH
NATURAL TERRAIN CORRIDORS. THE JUNGLE OFFERS EXCELLENT COVER AND
CONCEALMENT, AND THE LOC NETWORK CONSISTS OF TRAILS AND FOOTPATHS,
AND ONE SECTION OF MOTORABLE ROAD. THE UPPER REACHES OF THE BEN PAI,
ALSO KNOWN AS THE RAC THANK, VARY IN WIDTH FROM FIVE METERS AT ITS
ORIGIN TO 65 METERS. THE BANK AND BOTTOM MATERIALS ARE SILT AND
SAND. WITH BANK SLOPES OF LESS THAN 15 DEGREES THIS PORTION OF THE
RIVER IS NAVIGABLESONLY TO PIROGUES. THE RIVER IS EASILY FORDED
AND PRESENTS NO OBSTACLES TO DETERMINED TRANS- DMZ MOVEMENT.

THE PIEDMONT IS LESS RESTRICTIVE TO CROSS COUNTRY MOVEMENT,
HAS A MORE EXTENSIVE TRA IL NETWORK, AND ONE POOR ROAD. COVER AND
CONCEALMENT IS FAIR. THE EEN HAI IS NAVIGABLE THROUGHOUT TO SAM-
PANS AND HAS RELATIVELY FEW FORDS. BANK MATERIALS ARE SILT, SAND,
AND CLAY WITH SLOPES BETWEEN 15 AND 45 DEGREES. WITH DEPTHS UP TO
THREE METERS AND VARYING IN WID/TH FROM 55 TO 175 METERS, IT PRESENTS
A CONSIDERABLE OBSTACLE TO MOVEXENT WITHOUT FLOTATION DEVICES.

C. THE COASTAL PLAIN HAS A DENSE TRAIL NETWORK FAVORABLE FOR
ACCESS TO THE REN HAI. EXTENSIVE BONBARDMENT P.Y AEPIAL AND GROUND
ORDNANCE HAS CREATED AN OBSTACLE OF WATER-FILLED CRATERS AND
DESTROYED VEGETATION. THESE FACTORS COMBINED WITH WET GROUND CON-
DITIONS MAKE CROSS-COUNTRY TRAFFICABILITY VERY DIFFICULT. THE BEN
HAI RIVER VARIES FROM S5 TO 475 METERS IN WIDTH AND IS UNFORDABLED
WITHOUT FLOTATION AIDS. THE BANK MATERIALS ARE SILT, SAND, AND
CLAY. SLOPE OF THE BANK VARIES FROM MODERATE TO STEEP, ALTHOUGH
BANK HEIGHTS ARE LESS THAN ONE METER. IMFORMAZIO'S ON TIDAL
INFLUENCE INDICATES THAT IT OCCURS ONLY TN THIS SEGNENT. IT IS

46(1)NAVIGARLE AT ALL TIMES TC LCN-7'S.
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,~. TP.~ 1.1t;'T ~r::ASO~; A~j~(Y~IS ?HOVID:SS A DII;'r:'E;!:fNT PICrJ~'"': 
"'. p~ TFf l";:-0T':;,FnJ f<'OU\,TA INS', FLA SH 17LOO D H;G, ~,':A S:-'O UTS ,~YJ LA "'1)­

SLInj;"S ST<;"~RFLY CURTAIL TRAIL r-10\lEr;;ZNT~. FLASH FLOODING, j.'IGH 
krATEJ MJ1) S1!nFT CURRENTS OBLITERATE flAI\lY CROSSIf\!G POINTS ON THE 
PEN HAT. T}!E RIVER IS STILL F'ORDABLE rY DETERrnNED F'ORCES EXCEPT 
IN WE' MOST SF.V~R~ CIRCUMsnNCES~ 

, 0. THE SA~~F TRAFF'ICABILITY PROBLE~S EXIST O~J THE LOC' S 11\1 THE 
PIF.:Dt·10NT. 11{E BnJ PAl IS SU2JECT TO LOCALIZED FLOODIl\JG, Af'!D DEPTHS 
INCRJ;'ASE TO AS fi:UC'-! AS SF\lE~j r·"ETERS. THE RIVER IS NAVIGABLESTO 
SA~f'},~lS, BUT PRESnlTS A SER rOllS OBSTACLE TO T!:ANS-Dm: r'10VEr,nE~JT. 

C. IN THE COASTAL REGro~FLoOnING IS MORE l"ID.ES.P.B~_D ,AND .. 
--I'fA~1101lTS CCClJR FREQu~(\rTLY O~; JEE LOC'S. rH' RIVER REflAlhlS n~PASSABLE 
IC~ J QPC FS 11 I THO U LA.hl....3-X-T.F~S-rlL#:---f4,,(J+A-T W#-A-N-&- DR ID G-fM-e--e-A-P'AB-rt-rr"r- -' -- . 
II. -rn E PE~! HA I IS AL SO All,' OBS TA CL E TO TT:(ACK ED AND \iJl-f EEL ED VEH rCL ES. 
TIiF COASTAL PLAHJS EAVE POOR TRAFFICAEILITY DUlZ TO sorL cor1POSITIOf\:, 

, "JFT 8ROUl\lfI, MIT) ?ot~p DAr,1,4S~. THE BFi\! HAl IS AFF'ECTED BY TIDES AND 
I~ TOO DEEP TO FORO. TEERe IS A LACK'OF STAGING 'AREAS, ~;ATURAL, 
P !?IDGING f~A TFR IA LS, AND COVER AND tONC fA U:ENT. T!'~ F P IEDrr.oNT IS 
TP.:.: r,'!OST SUITABLE AREA r:-on VEHICLE F'O.t?DIMG \'JITH A SUITABLE TRA IL 
~H:Tl:'OR}(, STA EL E 2ANK, GOOD SUPPL Y Or;" BF? IDG H1G rA T~R IAL S AND COVER 
AMD CONCFAU~Ef\!T. RrUER DSPTHS REQUIRE SNORKLWG H! SPOTS. THE 
1':'OU~nA WS OfFER EYCELLHlT COVER AND CO~JCEALMF:FT. H01::EVER, t·10ST 
FORD INS PO II'!TS ARE NOT Ace ESSIEL E TO VEE ICLES, THER E AR F. F' nr 
STAGING AREAS, AND CROSS COUNTRY TRAVEL IS EXTRE~ELY DIFF'ICULT. 
5. TIlE J-IFAVIEST RAII\;FALL I~! THE Dr·~z REGION OCCURS BEHJEEN SEP-
TE~~r FP MID DEC Er:1BER '. IT IS t,!O TE}IO RTHY TEA T TH E [1,1 Et,1Y HA S NO T 

, CONnUCT1:i.:D A~lY OF' HIS ~'l\JOR Dr,"? OPERATIOl\!S DU:iIhlG TP.IS PER IOD. 
, G. H.' ADDITIoN TO PRFCIPTITATION, VISIBILITY IS AlIl I~,~PORTAi'JT 

FACTOR DURWG TEE r':ONSOON SFASC~I. ADVEJSE CONDITIO~lS PEAK DU'~ING 
~ n'1:;' ~CNTP.S OF JMllJARY A~!D FEBRUARY. PERI:: TEE ADVA:nAGE IS TG T' c...t-~l2. 

, i 

; E'~'n"Y, Af-': Tg~ ~':::T P'DACT IS TO REDUCl:;' TP.~ !:!iFr:CTIVEI~ESS A~<D " "I -~/:, 
prtITY I,IITH 1',I~rcE ",IE CM-' t:trPtCY ESLICOPTE~S Ai<D OUR SUPPOR 'b fS> '<~ 
A Rr'"s, F.S?~C IA LL YAIR. ~~~ ",,~. \Q 
GP-L! ~~ ~v,\r· A 

)." : SSO r:OTE: DELIVER DUr-lIfI,'G !,rORI( P.IG }rOUR~ 
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2. THE WET SEASON ANALYSIS PROVIDES A DIFFERENT PICTURE:
A. IN THE WESTERN MOUNTAINS, FLASH FLOODING, WASHOUTS AND LAND-

SLIDES SEVERELY CURTAIL TRAIL MOVEMENTS. FLASH FLOODING, HIGH
WATEJ AND SWIFT CURRENTS OBLITERATE MANY CROSSING POINTS ON THE
BEN HAI. THE RIVER IS STILL FORDABLE EY DETERMINED FORCES EXCEPT
IN THE MOST SEVERE CIRCUMSTANCES,

R. THE SAME TRAFFICABILITY PROBLEMS EXIST ON THE LOC'S IN THE
PIEDMONT. THE BEN HAI IS SUBJECT TO LOCALIZED FLOODING, AND DEPTHS
INCREASE TO AS MUCH AS SEVEN METERS. THE RIVER IS NAVIGABLESTO
SAMPANS, BUT PRESENTS A SERIOUS OBSTACLE TO TRANS-DMZ MOVEMENT.

C. IN THE COASTAL REGION. FLOODING IS MORE WIDESPREAD AND
WASHOUTS OCCUR FREQUENTLY ON THE LOC'S. THE RIVER REMAINS IMPASSABLE
TC FORCES WITHOUT AN EXTENSIVE FLOTATION-AND BRIDGING CAPABILITY
4. THE BEN HAI IS ALSO AN OBSTACLE TO TRACKED AND WHEELED VEHICLES.
THE COASTAL PLAINS HAVE POOR TRAFFICAEILITY DUE TO SO IL COMPOSITION,
WFT GROUND, AND BOMP DAMAGE. THE BEN HAI IS AFFECTED BY TIDES AND
IS TOO DEEP TO FORD. THERE IS A LACK OF STAGING AREAS, NATURAL
PRIDGING MATERIALS, AND COVER AND CONC FALMENT. THE PIEDMONT IS
THE MOST SUITABLE AREA FOR VEHICLE FORDING WITH A SUITABLE TRA IL
NETWORK, STABLE BANK, GOOD SUPPLY OF BRIDGING MATERIALS AND COVER
AND CONCEALMENT. RIVER DEPTHS REQUIRE SNORKLING IN SPOTS. THE
MOUNTAINS OFFER EXCELLENT COVER AND CONCEALMEFT. HOWEVER, MOST
FORDING POINTS ARE NOT ACCESSIBLE TO VEHICLES, THERE ARE FEW
STAGING AREAS, AND CROSS COUNTRY TRAVEL IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT.
5. THE HEAVIEST RA INFALL IN THE DMZ REGION OCCURS BETWEEN SEP-
TEMPER AND DECEMBER. IT IS MOTEMORTHY THAT THE ENEMY HAS NOT
CONDUCTED ANY OF HIS MAJOR DM7 OPERATIONS DURING THIS PERIOD.
6. IN ADDITION TO PRECIPTITATION, VISIBILITY IS AN IMPORTANT
F AC TOR DURING THE MONSOON SFASCN. ADVEJSE CONDITIONS PEAK DUR ING
THE MONTHS OF JANUARY AND FEBRUARY. HERE THE ADVANTAGE IS TO THE
ENEMY, AS THE NET IMPACT IS TO REDUCE THE EFFECTIVENESS AND
FILITY WITH WHICH WE CAN EMPLOY HELICOPTERS AND OUR SUPPORTING

RECEIVED
19

B
ARMS, ESPECIALLY AIR.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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SEC R ;.: T r·]OF OR~J ~ INA L SEC T ION OF T!.'!O 
FOR G~ A8RA f'i'S FROr." L TGEN NICKERSON (CO~!T'))) 
7. srNC~ JULY 1966 Tt.tFRE HAVe EEEf\! F"IVESt1AJ0:1 BATTLES n~ T:-!E Drz: 
ARFA ~'.lHIC1-' PAVE H'VOLVED O~jE OR r·'ORE !'iVA DIVISIOf\IS. F'~or," ~HD-SS 
"'~ROUGP 1~S7 T)-H' E~iE~'Y INFILTRAT5:D ~~AJOR \i\JA Uf\lITS SOUTH THROUGH 
TE~ nr''Z, CO~[I'ITTED THEt' TO rmNTH LONG OPEP.ATIOf'!S, Af',!D n~E!\I hJITl-'DPEI,T 
T'!.P' I\lOPT~ A G/!. p,l FOR A POf.lE' OF' R:'::~<!-\~!flI\!(a Al\JD REFURBISHING. PI 
!960' H!: ATTE~!PTED TO SUSTAIf-! r:~DEFIi\lIT':;:LY A LARGE CO~1BAT FORCE 
SOUTH Oli' TPE D~·Z. HI 1969, n~E ENE~iY I-[AS APPARENTLY ABA~~DO;\]ED 
TEE FOR~~AT OF DIVISIOl\! SIZEOPERATIO:~S SOUTH OF THE Dr~?:. HIS­
TORICALLY, n-{E ENH~Y HA~ CROSSET) T,-!r;: CE'r'JTPAL Drr7 1,-'EST OF CO"J n!I£:f'~, 

viEEl'i EE PAS EL~CT~D TO CO'\t1)UCT ~UC~ OPERATIQNS, EVH) TECUG~..f A\lE",lUES 
OF APPROACHTRROUGP THE COASTAL AND ?IED~ONT AREAS MIGHT APPEAR 
rOR': SUITABLE. 
('/!. P!T~U.IGEl!CE INDICATO;:;S DETF.CTIi'~G H'~PE'"'!D:i\:G EhlEFY ATTAC!( S I\1 
r'AJOR Drc'Z BATTLE:q ~-!A\lS VARIED. SPECIAL !'\TF.:LLIGEi-.1CE (?~,VE SOr-S 
P,IL'ICATIOIJ IN ALL OF n::: CASES., Pl',' U~.lTF.:RRCGATIO:", I"fF'OR~\'AfITS', 
AGf:'1I t TS M:D CAPTURED DOClWE~,~TS· PRC\JI!)f.1) ~E1:m rr,IDICATIO"jS M'JD ES'H1:.­
LI~~En ~O SET PATTER~. ALL OF TP~ BATTLES IMVOLVED OCCUR~Er PRIOR 
Te n:E BOrBING HALT Af\lD TEl' FYTE;.lSIVE UTIL I~ATroj! OF GflOU!'!I) ~E',jSOr:; S 
TO DF.TFC T Z;\! P:Y r"()Vp·'~r.!T. 
9. IF TEr;: EI",'Er"Y EV;'8T" TC' '"~'-Ir'~T ·'AJC~ TDA t"S-L'!"7 :)?Er;ATIO!':S, FE 
I::ILL ?ROPAPLY cnc:Ss SGFE',n,'rcp::: pi T'-~E: C:~.~T;:;AL n:{'7 ;';L:GICi,1 .~T AXY Tr::: 
SUITA?Lr.: '!O T·rr~·· [ET~'.'EZ;'l! JA~\lUARY A:'W S!7?Tl;q~EP, JA;'·iU,UY Tl-[DOUGP 
~ARC·H BEING ~~OST ADVANTAGEOUS TO !-rn" rr~TER~:S OF VISIBILITY. HIS 
PROXI~HTY OF SAl\ICTllARY REDUCES TH~ TIME AND DISTA1"C!:!: FACTORS DU;::P'C: 
\'/I-lICH HIS ~OVEMEf'.IT TO COf\JTACT CM' 8E DFTECTEr). INFORrATIO·,1 O~l 
ENEf·"'( TPANS-T)1\"Z r~o\n~r,~~f'.IT IS INCOt'PLETZ, =:UT I!·~DICATICi':S A:?E THAT F.E 
PP.FFF~S TO ASSI~T8L~ '-!IS rORCES r,' C;ClJTE VIEP!AF A:.ID Tl-'Ef,! cOn:£fJCE 
OFFr.~'~SrVE ACTIO~·.1S, ":f.~TF"R THA~J rOIJIAIS sour} Ii~ A LJI.~Gr:: SFt!: RI1.1[.: 
cr.oss H·IG OP ERA T IO~~. 
10. nrE rOST ZFFECTIVE r:r.;"A~'.'S OF' DETZCTIO;·; OF n:pI!::.lDIYG [,AJOR TF~A:··S-
1)~'Z 4TTACI{st\;:?":;' S~;'CIAL H::ELtIGl!~'C'r::, A 1\1 AGG:iESSIV:: A::::;IAL A;{D 
I3R('lJ~'C RECOfmAISSA;,!CE A~;D SURVErLLh~'C[ EFFORT, AM]) Er.F~CTIVE 
r~'TJt.oyt~E~!T OF EL::::CT:'O:!IC GROU!\'D S'P'SL'!(? DF.VIC':S. OU:1 Ir?,~CVED 
SU~'.''7ILLANCF. MIlD r:E:COf'~~~A ISSM;CE POSTURE A;~D I~·!CRF.A SED ASSET~ In 
~:r t,rl7'.~s Ott' STJ l1CIAL r::TELLIG;2YCE Af":D E:L;ECTRO~HC SE~'SPIG DEVICES 
?P.O\l!~=S us '.,IITu 1\ t"ORE PELIA8LJ: Ai\.!D !"UCP EXPM<DED CAPAEILITY ""C2 
EAn'LY DETECTIO"' CF r;::"4TY t·:O'!Ef4El\~T. 
11. A COrpPE'?Er-:SIVE SUTDY 0[,' :.:~\!:::rY CAPM~'I1..ITIES r.OR TqA~'S-Dt,;?: 
OPFR".TIO~,lS IS ?EH'3 PREPARED EY ~'Y STAfF, cor'pl.ZTE 1:IITE VUG:;ATJ~:S 
A~ID AIDS SUITAFLE fOR PRE:S!:~:TATIcr", A~'!D I.:.:!LL !=:E FCR1"ARDED TO YOU 
I~·J n-:E ~;JF.AR FUTUR~. 
ClP -L! 

sse· ":CH:~ DELIVr,P DURING ~'iOR}{FIG FOCRS 

b 
COpy ~, OF 1 C;OPI~~ 

I. 
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1000207 ,
IN C G TII MAF
TC COMUSMACV
ZEM
S E R E T NOFORN FINAL SECTION OF TWO
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON (CONT'D)
7. SINCE JULY 1956 THERE HAVE BEEN FIVESMAJOR BATTLES IN THE DNZ
AREA WHICH HAVE INVOLVED ONE OR MORE NVA DIVISIONS. FROM MID-SS
THROUGH 1967 THE ENEMY INFILTRATED MAJOR NVA UNITS SOUTH THROUGH
THE DM7, COMMITTED THEM TO MONTH LONG OPERATIONS, AND THEN WITHDREW
THEM NORTH AGAIN FOR A MONTH OF REMANNING AND REFURBISHING. IN
1969 HE ATTEMPTED TO SUSTAIN INDEFINITELY A LARGE COMBAT FORCE
SOUTH OF THE DMZ. IN 1969, THE ENEMY HAS APPARENTLY ABANDONED
THE FORMAT OF DIVISION SIZE OPERATIONS SOUTH OF THE DMZ. HIS-
TORICALLY, THE ENEMY HAS CROSSED THE CENTPAL DM7 WEST OF CON THIEN,
WHEN HE HAS ELECTED TO CONDUCT SUCH OPERATIONS, EVEN THOUGH AVENUES
OF APPROACH THROUGH THE COASTAL AND PIEDMONT AREAS MIGHT APPEAR
MORE SUITABLE.
a. INTELLIGENCE INDICATORS DETECTING IMPENDING ENELY ATTACK S IN
MAJOR DMZ BATTLES HAVE VARIED. SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE FAVE SOME
INDICATION IN ALL OF THE CASES. PM UNTERROGATION, IMFORMANTS,
AGENTS AND CAPTURED DOCUMENTS PROVIDED FEVER INDICATIONS AND ESTAB-
LISHED NO SET PATTERN. ALL OF THE BATTLES INVOLVED OCCURPED PRIOR
TO THE BOMBING MALT AND THE EXTENSIVE UTILIZATION OF GROUND SE'SORS
TO DETECT ENEMY MOVEMENT.
9. IF THE EVENY ELFCTS TO MOUNT MAJOR TRANS-DIT? OPERATIONS, YE
WILL PROPARLY CROSS SOMEWHERE IM THE CENTRAL Dir7 REGION AT ANY TIVE
SUITABLE TO HIM BETWEEN JANUARY AND SEPTENEER, JANUARY THROUGH
MARCH BEING MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO HIM IN TERMS OF VISIBILITY. HIS
PROXIMITY OF SANCTUARY REDUCES THE TIME AND DISTANCE FACTORS DURING
WHICH HIS MOVEMENT TO CONTACT CAN BE DETECTED. INFORTATION ON
ENEMY TRANS-DMZ MOVEMENT IS INCOMPLETE, BUT INDICATIONS ARE THAT KE
PREFFRS TO ASSEMBLE HIS FORCES IN SCUTH VIETMAR AND THEN COMMENCE
OFFENSIVE ACTIONS, RATHER THAN MOVING SOUTY IN A LARGE SIZE RIVER
CROSSING OPERATION.
10. THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEANS OF DETECTION OF IMPENDING MAJOR TRAV'S-
DNZ ATTACKS ARE SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE, AN AGGRESSIVE AERIAL AND
GROUND RECONNAISSANCE AND SURVEILLANCE EFFORT, AND EFFECTIVE
EMPLOYMENT CF ELECTRONIC GROUND SENSING DEVICES. OUR IMPROVED
SUPUTILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE POSTURE AND INCREASED ASSETS IN
THE APEAS OF SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE AND ELECTRONIC SENSING DEVICES
PROVIDES US MITY A MORE RELIABLE AND MUCH EXPANDED CAPAEILITY FOR
EARLY DETECTION CF ENFEY MOVEMENT.
11. A COMPREHENSIVE SUTDY ON ENERY CAPAEILITIES FOR TRANS-DMZ
OPERATIONS IS BEING PREPARED EY MY STAFF, COMPLETE WITH VUGRAPHS
AND AIDS SUITABLE FOR PRESENTATION, AND WILL E.E FORWARDED TO YOU
IN THE NEAR FUTURE.
GP-4
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CON' IDE N T I A L/FOR tTGEN BUSE 'ROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
MILCON PROJECT C216, ENLISTED BARRACKS, CAMP HORN 
A. JCS '3114,) l SEP69 . 

, ~: ~g::~~~Vl ~J~;~:ZO~~~:C} (NOTAL) .~ \\~L-lJJ' ~ 
1 • ! HAVE A VERY Sm·IOUS PRO~LE'" OF EXTREME OVERCROWDIN ~\; ~ t~ - ,~~, 

IN TN! BARRACKS \fttlCH WFRE DENIm FlY OSD BECAUSE THEY SAY (:). ~~ct.\'l 1\ u ./ 
llU: PROJlCT. DOES NOT APPEAR TO CONFORM TO LATEST SECDEY ..... : 0 O(il~·· \~ 

POLICY ON NEW CONSTRUCTION STARTS AS STATED IN REf A. I 20 r:: 
REQUESTED COMUStf.ACV TO RELA MATO OSD WJ{ IeM wAS DONI BY C'i ~ 

REF 8. REF !3 NOT HELD BY TM IS MG, eUT IS ~n tEVED TO BE §: 
VF.RY S IfULAR IN CONTENT TO REP' C. 6>)- . . ,,',/ 

. 2. I N!Et) THE THREE BARRACKS TO RElIEVE THE OVERCROWDING . ~.I~\ 
, WICK CAUSES A SERIOUS JUrALTli HAZARD AND HAS FORCED SOME . 
• 0' MY TROOPS TO L tVE IN SHOPS AND WORK SPACES. PRESENT 
! SPAC1! PROVIDES 42 SQUARE FEET PER ,AN VICE STANDARD OF 70 
i 'RASE It REDEPLOYMENT WOtn.D INCREAS! THIS TO O~LY 43/1' 
I SQUARE FEET PER ttAN. NEW BARRACK S WILt. PROVIDE 54 SQUARE 
: ,,[T PER "AN "TER REJ)E?LOY~ENT. I CONSIDER TM IS TO BE 
I AN A~SOLUTr IUNlMUPr TO PROVIDE LIVING SPACE THAT WILL NOT 
.r UNSANITARY AND DEGRADE MORALE AND ALL 0' ITS ATTENDANT 
l'RORLEfI:1S. WE ARE NOW IN THE rIDST OF THE ftA IHY SEA SON 

WHICH AGGRAVATES THE HEALTH HAZARDS 0' THE EXISTING 
I S ITUA TION. I 3. PRIOR TO CANCELLATION \'ORK HAD STARTED AND FLOOR !)l.A8S 

WITH ROUGH PLU~~ING HAVE PEEN PLACED fOR TWO BARRACKS. 
ALL I'IATERIAtS ARE AVA ILABLE AT 3NCB. 
". WOULD APPREC IA TE· YOUR ASSISTANCE TO ENSURE POSITIVE 

RESPONSP.: BY OSD TO REF B. LOU wn. SON CONTACTED GEORGE. 
AXTtLl. PREVIOUSLY WHEN WE REClAMAE:D TO PlAev. 

" G'-4 
: s so NOT~t Dn. Ivm DUR INS \IORK !NG HOUR S 
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CONFIDENTIA L/FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICK ER SON
MILCON PROJECT C216, ENLISTED BARRACKS, CAMP HORN
A. JCS 0317457 SEP69
R. CO MUSMACV 111143Z OCT69 (NOTAL)
C. COMNAVFORV 0703097 OCT69

1. I HAVE A VERY SERIOUS PROBLEM OF EXTREME OVERCROWDING

RECEIVEDIN THE BARRACKS WHICH WERE DENIED BY OSD BECAUSE THEY SAY

20 OCTA.M.THE PROJECT DOES NOT APPEAR TO CONFORM TO LATEST SECDEF
POLICY ON NEW CONSTRUCTION STARTS AS STATED IN REF A. I
REQUESTED COMUSMACV TO RECLAMA TO OSD WHICH WAS DONE BY
REF B. REF B NOT HELD BY THIS HQ, BUT IS BELIEVED TO BE

VERY SIMILAR IN CONTENT TO REF C.
2. I NEED THE THREE BARRACKS TO RELIEVE THE OVERCROWDING
WHICH CAUSES A SERIOUS HEALTH HAZARD AND HAS FORCED SOME
OF MY TROOPS TO LIVE IN SHOPS AND WORK SPACES. PRESENT
SPACE PROVIDES 42 SQUARE FEET PER MAN VICE STANDARD OF 70
PHASE II REDEPLOYMENT WOULD INCREASE THIS TO ONLY 43.°
SQUARE FEET PER MAN. NEW BARRACKS WILL PROVIDE 54 SQUARE
FEET PER MAN AFTER REDEPLOYMENT. I CONSIDER THIS TO BE
AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM TO PROVIDE LIVING SPACE THAT WILL NOT
RE UNSANITARY AND DEGRADE MORALE AND ALL OF ITS ATTENDANT
PROBLEMS. WE ARE NOW IN THE MIDST OF THE RAINY SEA SON
WHICH AGGRAVATES THE HEALTH HAZARDS OF THE EXISTING

SITUATION.
3. PRIOR TO CANCELLATION WORK HAD STARTED AND FLOOR SLABS
WITH ROUGH PLUMBING HAVE BEEN PLACED FOR TWO BARRACKS.
ALL MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE AT 3NCB.
4. WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSISTANCE TO ENSURE POSITIVE
RESPONSE BY OSD TO REF B. LOU WIL SON CONTACTED GEORGE
AXTELL PREVIOUSLY WHEN WE RECLAMAED TO MACV.
GP-4
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORK ING HOURS
350
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o ~fJ~f/l2 7 ZYJ( 
,,, CG Ttl MA' 
TO COft"USrACV 

7r:fI' c."~> ~ 

~ F C R F T·F.OR GEN APRA~S FRO[f' LTGEN NTCKEPSON/EYES ONLY 
S flPJ. SOV! FT TRAWL FR U,'CDENT (U) 
RJ!1l': A. UR IQt?J657? OCT59 

I • (S' RrFERENCE REQU'!.STED REPORT O~! ~t)V IF.T TRA WLER I!\IC lDENT 
'\fl.' TCl' OCCHRRF.D ON 17 OCT. 
~. (S) THIS HQS 1!.IA~ NOT.IFIED p,y eTG 115.1 AT 1::55 THAT: T~1() VNN 
P GPI' SHAn ATTEfI1PTED TO DETl IN SOVIET TRA ~!J. fR ~;H rCH HAD APPROACHED 
~'ITHIN 1 "'ILFS OF ell LAO CPA"- J~LAf\!D A~ID PAD FIRED UNKNOll}~ TYPE 

AN.D A "OUNT OF ORDNANC FAT TRA \,Il.ER Ito' FF'FORT TO STOP IT; 
P GfI' .INSTRUCTIONS FROfi! L TGEN l.A ~ AND VNN Cf\lQ WERE TO PETA IN 
Sl'IP 1)UT NOT TO SINK IT. III f«AF lilA S RE~{JE~TED TO PLACF TI.1O HELO 
nUNm,ryps ON f.;ROUt\tn ALERT r:OR RE:ACTTO'" It..' SUPI>ORT 0" PGJYI· ~ IF 
RFQUIRED. Aflovr; INFO PASSED !~~EDIATFl..Y TO ~Aev. CTG 115.1 AND 
r;fI'AliJ INFORP"FDOF es III l'1AF DECISION THAT U.s. AIRCRAFT OR FORCFS 
\l'OHtn NOT PE" UTIL 17fT). 
~. (S) AT 142()! eTG 115.1 INF'ORI"ED III ~AF THAT LTGEN LAM HAD 
rc:~"",n ORDr;RQ TO '1"'~J TO ENGAGE IN VOT PUR~IT AND FIRE AT TRA{'!LFR 
Tt' t-.'ECI!S~ARY; VNAF Al.ERTED A-~7 A IRCRA FT FOR LAUNCP,. 
/I. (S) AT 1445 THr~"'QS tf\'FORft'lEt'l PV CTG 115.1 THAT VNN PG""S 
Pr.'R" ORn~Rrn MOT TO FIRE RUT RA ntFRTO TRA 1l TRA WLER AND THAT 
Vr'AT'" A-,7:7 A IReRA FT ~IOULD NOT BE LlJI\ICPED. 14"URT'1F.R RFPORTED THAT 
TRAV1.FR APPARF.~'TLY HIT PCY ONE 40rr ROUND. 

'5. un ·SHORTLY THl':REAFTER, CG III fl.A'" PI<:CEIVF.:D TELECON FROt¥' 
COf!'NAVfOR\' IN u.lJ-fICV tATTER CONF'IRn:o HIS ORDERS TC CTGIl5.t NOT' 
TO A SS 1ST VNN AND STATF.:D rAJGEN TO"'!f\IC:FND~.iA.S Ef\IROUTF. TO JGS TO 
Dr~n~~ stTUATION. . 
'. {SOl AT 153r CTa 115.1 IMI'OR,ED THIS PQS THAT VNN PGM·S WERE'l/WI 
ORIJ[RO TO CEASE. TRAILING TRAWLER AND RE~UP'~ NORI'fAL PATROLLING. 7"v,-~ __ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TIME

0 2999027 7YH
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV

FC R E. T FOR GEN APRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON/EYES ONLY
SUPJ: SOVIET TRAWLER INCDENT (U)
REF: A. UR 1906577 OCT69
1. (S) REFERENCE REQUESTED REPORT ON SOVIET TRAWLER INCIDENT
WHICH OCCURRED ON 17 OCT.
?. (S) THIS HQS WAS NOTIFIED BY CTG 115.1 AT 1355 THAT: TWO VNN
PGM'S HAD ATTEMPTED TO DETAIN SOVIET TRAVIER WHICH HAD APPROACHED
WITH IN 7 MILES OF CU LAO CHAM ISLAND AND HAD FIRED UNK NO WN TYPE
AND AMOUNT OF ORDNANCE AT TRAWLER IN EFFORT TO STOP IT;

PGM INSTRUCTIONS FROM LTGEN LAM AND VNN CNO WERE TO DETAIN
SPIP PUT NOT TO SINK IT. III MAF WAS REQUESTED TO PLACE TWO HELO
GUNSHIPS ON GROUND ALERT FOR REACTION TN SUPPORT OF PGM'S IF
REQUIRED. ABOVE INFO PASSED IMMEDIATELY TO MACV. CTG 115.1 AND
FMAW INFORMED OF CG III MAF DECISION THAT U.S. AIRCRAFT OR FORCES
WOULD NOT PE UTILIZED.
3. (S) AT 1429 CTG 115.1 INFORMED III MAF THAT LTGEN LAM HAD
ISSUED ORDERS TO VNN TO ENGAGE IN HOT PURCUIT AND FIRE AT TRAWLER
IF NECESSARY: VNAF ALERTED A-37 AIRCRAFT FOR LAUNCH.
A. (S) AT 1445 THIS HQS INFORMED FY CTG 115.1 THAT VNN PGM'S
WERE ORDERED NOT TO FIRE BUT RATHER TO TRA IL TRAWLER AND THAT
VNAF A-37 AIRCRAFT WOULD NOT BE LONCHED. FURTHER REPORTED THAT
TRAVLER APPARENTLY HIT BY ONE 40MM ROUND.
5. (S) SHORTLY THEREAFTER, CG III MAF RECEIVED TELECON FROM

COMNAVFORV IN WHICH LATTER CONFIRMED HIS ORDERS TC CTG 115.1 NOT
TO ASSIST VNN AND STATED MAJGEN TOWNSEND WAS ENROUTE TO JGS TO
DISCUSS SITUATION.
6. ($) AT 1539 CTB 115.1 INFORMED THIS PQS THAT VNN PGM'S WERE

48(11ORDERED TO CEASE TRAIL ING TRAWLER AND RESUME NORMAL PATROLLING.

48(1)
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7. (S' bURING TM! INc tDENT L TaEN LA" "!A ~ HAV INO LUNC-M WITH Bam 

TOUt AT ARVN 2f) DtVt~tON HQ~. tTeot cox 'ROPI ICA,e WAS AT 
·UJNCVFON. lU:' REPORTS THAT OURING TPF LUNCl-!FON LTGEN LA~ DISCUSSED 
TIfF TRA~I'LF.R !"IT~ l-lIS G-2. TME G-.~ LEFT THE LUNcuEON fOR A <:;HORT 
p~FrQn. UPON HIe: RETURN HE AGA IN PAD A Dr~CUS<)ION {IlITH L TG~N LA r 
MVC TNFORtt'F.'D WF ATTfNDEES THAT 11t E SOVIET TRA tliLER II!A S ltIG~T [fILES 
OFF SHCR~ 'ANO T~AT ~1! ~AD GIVEN THE ORDER TO FIRE. 11fE G-2 LEFT 

11-f E t.'J"'C~ FON A S1fCOND T IP'E ON T1-t r;- yt\H~T?UC T toN S OF' L TGEN LH~ AND 
PFTU~En PUT THERE ~,lAS NO D1 scu~srON OF !-'Itj ACTIONS AT THAT Tltt'F. 
TIlE tUNCPEON r.NOED AT A?PROXlrA Hl. Y P.'~0. rAJOR GENERAL TI~~ES 
IIIAS ALC::O AN ATTENDEE AT THE LUNCHEON AND FE tl'AY BE ABLE TO 
F'LAoORA T~ Of\! TJ-!F: PROCEl'..:1)INGS I"~ <";0 ~4R AS n!EY CONCERNED THE 
TR~lI.ltER. ~AJGEN TI~ttES STOPPED py p~s III r.'AF CNl1IS R[TURf\J TO 
nA~IANG 11lAT 1!'\1!NI~G TO INFOR~ TltIS pes OF TMF INC tDENT. FE HAD 
NO Anl)!TIONAL DETA Il~ AS TO 1IIMA! TRAN~PIRED. 
(II. (~., 1'N nrc !~IO~' MOT TO A~S I<;T ~1A ~ tfA Dt::" 1M \I IF'" 01" TH F INT!':R-· 
"'ATTONAL I~PLICATION~ AND THF FACT TH~T Slf\'CE Tf.RRITORIAL WATERS 
(If r:VN l"FRF' INVOLVgD iT MAS THE GV~,~ lJJHO "'OULD "{AVE TO DECIDE ON 
TIlE COURSE OF ACTION TO ~f. PUR~UED. flY Ift"llRFSSION IS THAT L T6EN. 
LJ,~ ACT'T"D CAL~~Y AfIlD TltAT HIS DESI~F. !,IAS T0 SF-I7E THE TRAuLER, 

ONC;' IT HAt) uIOLATrn TfRRtTQRIAL!;lATEf?~, PATPF:R THAN SHlK IT .. 
HI: TOOl{ ACTION Mt:' DEEJI«F.D NECESSARY IN A TI~El.V ~~ANNt:q. 
\lr~n,., REOl)ROS. 

flP-b ~~c I\,!OTF~ nfi:LlV~R rl"'l'I'F.Or~TF.:LY 
~1S 

- ----"---- -----,----

/ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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7. (5) DURING THE INCIDENT LTGEN LAM WAS HAVING LUNCH WITH BGEN
TOAN AT ARVN 2D DIVISION HQS. LTCOL COX FROM ICAAG WAS AT
LUNCHEON. HF REPORTS THAT DURING THE LUNCHEON LIGEN LAM DISCUSSED
THE TRAVLER WITH HIS G-2. THE G-2 LEFT THE LUNCHEON FOR A SHORT
PERIOD. UPON HIS RETURN HE AGAIN HAD A DISCUSSION WITH L TGEN LAM
WHC INFORMED THE ATTENDEES THAT THE SOVIET TRAWLER WAS EIGHT MILES
OFF SHORE AND THAT HE HAD GIVEN THE ORDER TO FIRE. THE G-2 LEFT
THE LUNCHEON A SECOND TIME ON THE INSTITUTIONS OF LTGEN LAM AND

RETURNED PUT THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF HIS ACTIONS AT THAT TIME.
THE LUNCHEON ENDED AT APPROXIMATELY 1330. MAJOR GENERAL TIMMES
WAS ALSO AN ATTENDEE AT THE LUNCHEON AND HE MAY BE ABLE TO
FLAPORA TE ON THE PROCEEDINGS IN SC FAR AS THEY CONCERNED THE
TRAWLER. MAJGEN TIMMES STOPPED PY PSS III MAF CN HIS RETURN TO
DANANG THAT EVENING TO INFORM THIS HCS OF THE INCIDENT. HE MAD
NO ADDITIONAL DETAILS AS TO WHAT TRANSPIRED.

(6) MY DECISION NOT TO ASSIST WAS MADE IN VIEW OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL IMPLICATIONS AND THE FACT THAT SINCE TERRITORIAL WATERS
OF GVN WERE INVOLVED IT WAS THE GVN WHO WOULD HAVE TO DECIDE ON
THE COURSE OF ACTION TO BE PURSUED. MY IMPRESSION IS THAT LTGEN
LAM ACTED CALMLY AND THAT HIS DESIRE WAS TO SEIZE THE TRAVLER,
ONC IT HAD VIOLATED TERR ITORIAL WATERS, PATHER THAN SINK IT.

HE TOOK ACTION HE DEEMED NECESSARY IN A TIMELY MANNER.
WARM REGARDS.

SSC NOTE: DEL :IVER IMMEDIATELYCP-4
676

RECEIVED
20 OCTR

NNNN

HAS BEEN SENT
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r Q. 2313,uiz-riM· ZF-F:~--··_" 
1 FM CG III MAF 
I TO CG YMFPAC 

DECLASSIFIED 

1 ZEM ~ 
ITO P SEC RET/EYES OILY/FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM 1.! GEM NICKERSON 
, FORCE PLANNING (u) 
, 1. erS) ON ~ AND 21 ocr 1965 llNE OF MY PLANNERS AUE~ED A Sf AFF' 
: MEI':TING AT MACV HEADQUARTERS. A QUE:iY HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY COPIUSMACV 
, FROM JCS CONcERNING THE FEASI BIL hY OF A 100,000 MAN REDUCl IJN 

C(){l}MH: NcI HG ON 1 JA·N 1970 TO BE COMPLE! ED BY 30 JU HE 1970. 
~ 2. as) BASED ON nus QUERY MAOJ PLANNERS HAVE BEGUN.WORK ON 
, SEVERAL ALTERNAfIVE COORSES OF AC1ION fa ACCOMPLISH tHIS REDUCfION 
I I F AND WHE NIT COMES. OF fHE 3 ALIER NAT IVES CURRE NIL Y UNDER 
: CONSIDERATION, 11 APPEARED 1 HAl MACV PLANNERS WERE LEANING I JWARD 

ALTERNATIVE A. TH I!: 3 ALTERNAIIVES BE ING CONSIDERED ARE AS FOLL:)WS: 
A1.TERNAT IVE A 
ARMY FIRST INF DIV 

23D INF DIV 
-4TM INT" D IV 
1991'M LIB 
sve SPT 

NAVY ELftlT S 
AF ELMTS . 
USMC ELftlTS 

ALTERNATIVES 
ARMY FI Rsr 1 N Ji D IV 

SVC SfT 
NAVY ELMTS 
A F ELMTS 
USMC ALL' 

\ 

AllERNATIVE C 
ARMY 4TH I NF D IV 

SVC SPT 
NAVY ELMTS 
AF E1.MTS 
USMC AlL 

17 .5 
21.0 
18.0 
5.5 

31.2 
2.0 
3.6 
1.2 ... .,.-.. _-_ ..... 
100 

17 .5 
14.2 
10.0 
3.6 

54.1 .. -.-_.-.. _-
100 

18.0 
13.7 
10.0 
3.6 

54.7 .. ~ ..... --.... -... --
118 

DECLASSIFIED 

:1' (I) ' ' 

DECLASSIFIED

0 231300Z ZYH ZF F-4
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
ZEM
T 0 P E E T/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U)

1. (IS) ON 20 AND 21 OCT 1969 ONE OF MY PLANNERS ATTENDED A STAFF
MEETING AT MA CV HEADQUARIERS. A QUERY HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY COMUSMACV
FROM JCS CONCERNING THE FEASIBILITY OF A 100,000 MAN REDUCTION
COMMENCING ON 1 JAN 1970 TO BE COMPLETED BY 30 JUNE 1970.
2. (IS) BASED ON THIS QUERY MA CV PLANNERS HAVE BEGUN WORK ON

SEVERAL ALTERNATIVE COURSES OF ACTION 10 ACCOMPL ISH THIS REDUCTION
IF AND WHEN IT COMES. OF THE 3 ALTERNATIVES CURRENTLY UNDER
CONSIDERATION, IT APPEARED iHAT MA CV PLANNERS WERE LEANING TOWARD
ALTERNATIVE A. THE 3 ALTERNAT IVES BEING CONSIDERED ARE AS FOLLOWS:
ALTERNATIVE A
ARMY FIRST INF DIV 17.5

21.023D INF DIV
4TH INF DIV 18.0
199TH LIB 5.5
SVC SPT 31.2

NAVY ELMIS 2.0
AF ELMTS 3.6
USMC ELMTS 1.2

100
ALTERNATIVE B
ARMY FIRST INF DIV 17.5

SVC SPT 14.2
NAVY ELMTS 10.0
AF ELMTS 3.6
USMC ALL 54.7

100

ALIERNATIVE C
ARMY 4TH INF DIV 18.0

SVC SPT 13.7
NAVY ELMIS 10.0
AF ELMTS 3.6

36/11
USMC ALL 54.7

100

36/1)
DECLASSIFIED
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I 

I 3. hi) IKE ABCNE ft£fIlIClS INII lAL PLAIIING ISlIN.IES OIl.V •• IS 
I NOT FIRfiJ. THE ARMY COMBAT ELEMEN.l 5 IN ALi A CONS! IlUIg ALL MAJ,JR 

ARMY COMBAT U NITS Nor SLArED fOR r HE RESIDUAL FUR eE. ARMY SERV ICE 
SUPPORT ELEMENTS MAK.E UP i HE OIFFERENCE BEl WEE N C HE ! Ji AL :J F 0'£ HEn 
UNITS LISTED AND HHJ,000. THE AIR FORCE FIGURE WILt BRING tHEM 
DOWN 10 THEIR RESIDUAL FORCE LEVEL. THE MAR INE CORPS FIGURE IS 
T HAT SHOWN AS PHASE 3 IN ORI Gl NAL PLANNING. 

4. CIS) fHEARMY HAS INDICATED tHAi i HEY W D..L HAVE A SHJRf fALL i)F 
OVER 10,'a00 HI THE SERIVCE SUPPOR.L AREA IN ALI A. MACV PLANNEHS 
Aft", ATTEMPTING to PlAKE UP nlIS SHORfFALL FROM t HE ONLY 2'SOtRCES 
AVAIlI BLE THE NAVy A~ :r Hi:: MAfUNE COR p,s., !Hi"!.liAVE ASW) us FUR 
.., fftRFlII < J..,. Il ex I.M,tIn tr ~:mJ!3'A"t1D-'tr'UN4I!' !;'STJA'~sHUR .co';--ffEM OV 1 NG~ -
COMBAT UNITS. IF SH~TFALL Sl'ILL EXIStS, AW n MOSi CERiAINLY 
WILL, THE NEXT STEP WOULD BE iO REDER..OY ADDU IONAL COMBAl UNHS. 

5. PL EASE U NDERsr A NO THAt' JHE ASUVE 1 NFO IS Q.uSEL Y HELD HERE. 
IW'OOLD REQUEST THAT VOO PRO.!. E CI YOUR SOURCE. 
WARM 'RE SA RDS • 
.GP--4 

SS 0 ~JOTE: PRE <XDE NeE FOR L RA NSM ISS IJN uNL Y 
DEL IVER DUR ING W ~ KING HOlft s. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3. (is) THE ABOVE REFLECTS INITIAL PLANNING ESi IMATES ONLY AND IS
NOT FIRM. THE ARMY COMBAT ELEMENAS IN AL1 A CONS ITUTE ALL MAJOR
ARMY COMBAT UNITS NOT SLATED FOR I HE RESIDUAL FOR CE. ARMY SERVICE
SUPPORT ELEMENTS MAKE UP THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TOTAL OF OTHER
UNITS LISTED AND 100,000. THE AIR FORCE FIGURE WILL BRING THEM
DOWN TO THEIR RESIDUAL FOR CE LEVEL. THE MARINE COR PS FIGURE IS
THAT SHOWN AS PHASE 3 IN ORIGINAL PLANNING.
4. (IS) THE ARMY HAS INDICATED THAT HEY ILL HAVE A SHURIFALL OF
OVER 10,000 IN THE SERIVCE SUPPORT AREA IN ALI A. MACV PLANNERS
ARE ATTEMPTING TO MAKE UP THIS SHORT FALL FROM 1 HE ONLY ? SOURCES
AVAILIBLE, THE NAVY AND THE MARINE CORPS THEY HAVE ASKED US FOR
FT ARRES 2,000 ADD IT TOWAL SPACES SHURT OF REMOVING
COMBAT UNITS. IF SH ORT FALL STILL EXISTS, AND Il MOSI CERTAINLY
WILL, THE NEXT STEP WOULD BE 10 REDERLOY ADDITIONAL COMBAI UNITS.
5, PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAI THE ABOVE INFO IS CLUSELY HELD HERE.

I WOULD REQUEST THAT YW PROJECT YOUR SOUR CE.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

SS 0 NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.

48 4
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PHONG CHAU CLEARA~CE OP~ CU) mm ~,o CCfVWAI)FORV R W0129Z OCT 69 HWi 
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':::::1 ito (C) SINCE O\:JNER DlD Nor OBTIUN COC'lMERCI!-IL SP.LVAGE :;HTHIN 5FECIFIKD iWi 
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PTICZYUW RUYVSYH2713 2950718-CCCCRUYVSYD.
ZNY CCCCC
P 220718 OCT 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUYVSYD/COMNAVFORV
BT
C 0 iv FIDENTIAL SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR VADM ZUMWALI FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON
PHONG CHAU CLEARANCE OPN (U)
An COMNAVFORV R 180129Z OCT 69
is (C) THE MOTOR VESSEL PHONG CHAU CONTINUES TO BLOCK THE UN-
RESTRICTED USE OF AN IMPORTANT COMMERCIAL PIER IN THE DANANG RIVER.
THE HULK MUST BE MOVED ASAP TO FREE THAT PORTION OF THE DANANG PORT
FACILITIES FOR MILITARY AND COMMERCIAL SHIPPING. THE UNRESTRICTED USE
OF DANANG HARBOR is A MILITARY NECESSITY PARTICULARLY DURING THIS
CRITICAL PERIOD WHEN THE VIETNAMIZATION OF THE CONFLICT IS SHIFTING
HEAVY OPERATIONAL COMMITTMENTS ON ICTZ COMMANDER.
2. (C) IN VIEW OF PRESENT CONGESTION OF PORT FACILITIES AND REQUEST
FROM GVN FOR REMOVAL OF OBSTRUCTION, INTEREST OF U. S. GOVI IS CLEAR
CUT, NOT BODERLING.
3. (C) PHONG CHAU SUNK ON 6 JUNE 1969. OWNERS GIVEN UNTIL 15 OCT
1969 BY GVN TO REMOVE VESSEL BY COMMERCIAL SALVAGE OR OTHER MEANS.
UPON FAILURE OF OWNERS TO ACCOMPLISH OR EVEN COMMENCE ANY SALVAGE
OPERATION, THE GVN HAS TAKEN OVER , HAS REQUESTED U. S. FORCES TO REMOVE
OBSTACLE WITH OUR FACILITIES ON AND AFTER 16 OCT 1969 AND HAS FURNISHED
REQUIRED RELEASE OF LIABILITY TO U. S.
40 (C) SINCE OWNER DID NOT OBTAIN COMMERCIAL SALVAGE WITHIN SPECIFIED
TIME AND THE GVN HAS NOT INDICATED THAT SUCH WAS OR IS AVAILABLE
WITHIN THE FORSEEABLE FUTURE, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT REQUEST OF GVN
BE HONORED AND CLEARANCE OPERATIONS COMMENCED IMMEDIATELY.
So (U) WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2713

COPY OF 3 COPIES

CONFIDENTIAL1ST MARDIV 2100/4 (9/67)

/ (1)
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-:;; .... -- . HEADQUARTERS -
• MARINE _HIBIDUS FoIE e 

SECRET III MAF 'FORM 5216 (REV 8-69 
OPEUTION CODE FROM 1Dm 

X - ORIGINATOR 
CG III MAF 23 OCT 69 A - ACTION/COGNIZANU 

( - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE I (Opy NO. 
I - INFORMATION 

~ 4 S - SIGNATURE P 230707Z OCT 69 OF COPI ES RE('D. 
DATE 

P ~IAL 
SUBJECT 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
IN oq,r k EO FOR MGEN TOWNSEND 

CG :r:. I?¥{~~ if 
--. II 

DCG 'k '" ~ 
CIS Y _01 RHH~II( HAS ' .. " BEEN SiBmn 
DC/S :r: l~ , 

l)1S. POOTION: DCS PLANS 
DEPCORDS 
DSA ICTZ o Retain far _mOllt.ba. 

SiS IltJU/~ tt1~ o Destro7 after routing. G-l 
G-2 )( u.UuJ I'A-ItW o Retm-n for permanent retentiOl1. 
G-3 ' f/' 
G-4 Section SUnatuH 
G-!l 
G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP -

CHAP 
CIS 

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
fSEO 

HQ CMDT 
INSP :. as;,,,~, ~. . 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
ROT~E 
REPRO 
SJA 

SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 
~ORMEDO 

SfC 
Tee 

(USE IEVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) ~ 'SGT MAJ 
\../ 

. SECRET' 
, 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
=

MARINE AM PHIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEOPERATION CODE FROM
X - ORIGINATOR 23 OCT 69CG III MAF
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE

SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATEC - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
I - INFORMATION

NO. 2 OF 4 COPIES REC'D.P 230707Z OCT 69 COPYS SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE

OUTIN EO FOR MGEN TOWNSEND
24068CG I

DCG I

Bil

REMERKSC/S I HAS BEEN SENT
IDC/S

DIS POSTION:DCS PLANS
DEP CORDS

months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

10/23/64
OaS/S

Destroy after routing.
G-1

wasX
copy

G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP HAS BEEN SENT
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

FORMED O
SEC

(3)

TCC
(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)SGT MAJ

SECRET
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-------~'-~. --_._---._--_.- ----
c: '? ::1"'7 '11 Z''trF~ t IF'!='-.q 
e'?' C ~ tIl" M' 
Tf' S C" D f.'Atyr . 
. Z E~1 ~'-:....r""",, 
S FeR ,f; T/F:Yk'~ rr'l,v/F0P r~(.!q'l T0 1.!"<-:",.rn ~"C'f< 1.TGn· ~-'1CKF.R<:orl/ 
I. LTC ;:>V~, D-~ 2\\ .~R\I~! r:I\.', Pll,C" t."L'!\PI("TT:'~ ptE FOL1_O','F:8 
H'fCR~/ATIC"1 pI CQo,t1:."FlJ:",ICr::'.f... U::TTE:R t:-)0r' ,s'" U!"UJ::-:"'TI!-I~;:; \JC 
U"'IT 1:IAC: ('pr11(~1!T TO TI',r. ARV~I.' f'r' CO~'h'U!r:,~T) AT 1,7 YGU~IG(ET l::" IS:::;) 

,8':' ?r.c J"SSe' t.!I'.RR IS' \''''''~I VE ;:;':TUP''''r;'D ]7I.'Cr~ Ct,ClTI\lIT'! ::J,\I 2(1.' 'c'eT .c;,:" • 
TF f; L r.TTt:"P PUR1:>CR Tt:")LY STA TZS: n'/!, T IF Try},;:? \'f·' 17G': C::;" S C; :f.'l\ pel « ," 
1,7 Y[u',;r A"f) DO "CT ":'~'D:A"l7. 1":' CF''''p''0.rv''' A,CTI\lITY9 F'f. \Ie '.:IL!... 
AL<:'C AD~TA 1',1 t;'PCF I"ITI!\TI',:G C'for.':-"t.1C"Iv:;: ,"CTI\'ITY. TF;:;: L:::TTE;' 

.r:'l,lq-rr)'"':, STATr.') T"~T t\D1)ITIC);"j:.L ?1,P(' \"Ct~!...D .,E' ~t;'U:::-,t,.S;;-:::D .lV':)/iJF; 
tr!,l) L't:;'"~,' 1:;'J7],1:."!\Srn .","f; LI~T>:;:r"J TV[ '.IAi'EC; Cr. Sf\'r:::-t,L 'J, .. :, s. 
2. pi Dp,<:'SPHJ TnI(' I':'TCRFATlr~~: 1" CC",''ilf)''''''C~, LTC 'JoQ ST.H:::D 
TI-'AT F]:' h'!.~ r~'\Ir,STIG/.!,TP'G T:-'1': r'ATTE:> 6. ,,'f' "~::::I.!'::S'TfD·Tl'AT u!:;"TA}(F 
~'O .h.CTIG"h,T TFI~ TP't". :-l'C' 'T11DICATF"~ TOt,T 1';-;: ~!JCULT ;C~:~ l~(' 
T~!'7c;:;r~r,i\, p.\ll) I I~·l TU~~;tt l/Il_l. YFZr") yeU j~,;;.PI:::-~D • 
. ". JI\! -r-~~ r'r;):iTI~'I7, 'T ARt: 'iCLLC":'I"G T"IS'STliJATIC" CLC,S::LY 
A~ID Ar.::r;- 'J1l't::P [I,Rr.'J TO T.'1(: \'v.-\T':\1I"";: ~\C7Ict; B I"'DICATE:D f~rTP~ 
A P D lie? RI ATE T I "[ • 
~p-~ 
~ ('0 Wqr,'. D;;-L I V>;,f; .::' J~ t r.! >0 l",~ If pI G ;' C ~;f: c: • 

t\~S BEEN SEN, 
!~~?t'~;:. M!!' ~~'!E2~:~:",";:~~~:~~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

--'.--~ 

2d.D. 2307992 7FF- ZFF- 4
EM CG III FAT
TO see NACV
ZEM
SECR L T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. LTC PMC, G-2 2D ARVN DIV, HAS FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION TM CONFIDENCE. A LETTER FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED VC
UNIT WAS BROUGHT TO TUR ARVN PN COMMANDER AT 1.7 YOUNG CET 109155)
BY PFC JESSE PARRIS HE RETURNED FROM CAPTIVITY ON 22 OCT so.
THE LETTER PURPORTEDLY STATES THAT IF TVE AR NN FORCES REMA TN ON
LZ YOUNG AND DO NCT ENGAGE IN OFTENSIVE ACTIVITY, THE VC UILL
ALSO APSTAIN FROM IMITIATING OFFENSIVE ACTIVITY. THE LETTER
FURTHER STATED THAT ADDITIONAL PW'S WOULD RELEASED AND/OR
VAD OPEN RELEASED AND LISTED THE NAMES C SEVERAL DE'S.
2. IN PASSING THIS INTERMATION IN CONFIDENCE, LTC PHO STATED
THAT HE WAS IMVESTIGATING THIS MATTER AND REQUESTED TVAT WE TAKE
NO ACTION AT THIS TIME PHC INDICATED THAT "I WOULD KEEP US
INFORMED. AND I IN TURN WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED.
3. IN THE MEANTIME, WE APE FOLLOWING T"IS STIUATION CLOSELY
AND ARE PREPARED TO TAKE WATEVER ACTION IS INDICATED AT THE
APPROPRIATE TIME.
GP-4
SSC NOTE. DELIVER DURING WAYING HOURS.
155

RECEIVED
23 OCT P.M.
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237052 ZFF- 1 ZEF-4
FMCC III MAF

TO COMUSLACV
7 EM
UNCLAS FIT C/FCR CTM ADRAMS FROM LTGEN ICKETSON
PIETUANESE LANGUAGE READCAST, ICT?
1. FOR MANY "CNTUS UF CONDUCTED A ONT-VOUNT VIRTNANESE
LANCUAGE TV FROADCAST OVER AFTI, DAMANG RETREEN 1.00-1000
DAILY. THIS PRACTICE WAS DISCONTINUED 1 SENTEIRER WHEN
THE VAI VA PASS TV RELAY STATION WAS ESTABLISHED TO
PROVIDE THIS AREA FULL VIFTIANTGE TV COVERAGE FRUM MUE.
TWIC REALY WAS OPERATIONAL FOR CNIV C FIN DAYS AMT FAS
DEV CONFLETELY MONOREPABLE RIVOR 29 SEPTION REPLACE-
NET MAJOR COIPONENTS APPEAR NECEORARY AND NC ACCURATE
ESTIMATE DELAY. IS PRESENTLY
?. FOR STASOM I RECUESTI" your ASSISTANCE TO
AT ALLOVIATE THE SITUATION TY DESURING

DAMANGCADCART 0" ATTV,
RTALITY,TU- DECOMES IUNTIL CYSTOM

TO PRINSTATE THE CLD. YOU CO*CURRE CE I REQUESTED.

RECEIVED
OCT P.M.23

NNING
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P 240244 Z ZFF-I ZFF-4 
FM CG I II MAF 

'TO COMUSMACV 
ZEM .,' 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

SEC R E TIEYES ONLY FOR mEN TOWNSEND' FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
11' YOU MAY RECALL THAT YESTERDAY A 122 IWIILlMETER ROCKET 
HIT THE CP OF KILO 3/4 KILLl M3 0 NE A NO 1 WUR I Nl 9, AN) 
A SPOT REPORT THIS MOR NI m REVEALED THAT 0 NE OF THE 9 
WOUNDED HAD DIED ABOARD THE USS RE.POSE. COUNTERBATTERY 
WAS NOT ABLE TO 'FIRE BACK BECAUSE OF ARVN TROOPS AM) 
VIETNAMESE CIVILIA NS I N THE VICI NITY, OF THE LAU NeHUS 
SITE. A SWEEP OF THE ARE A WAS GO NDllCTED BY A N ARMORED 
CAVALRY TROOP BUT THE LAUNCHINl SITE WAS NOT LOCATED. 
2. TODAY wE REPORTED TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS BY COC 
CHANNELS THAT COL GIAI HAD FOUND 3 MORE ROCKETS ON 
A NeTHER LAUNCHI R3 SITE' A fI) HAD FIRED 0 NE OF THE ROCKETS 

. NPM AT A SUSPECTED ENEMY LOCATIO N. A LITTLE BAcmROU ID 
FOLLOWS: AFTER THE UNSUCCESSFUL SWEEP BY THE ARMOREIY 
CA VALRY TROOPS I N THE MOR NI m, COL G IAI SWEPT THE AR EA 
BY HELICOPTER IN THE AF"TE RNOON. HE FOUND THE THREE 
ROCKETS ON THE LAUNCHIR3 SITE WIRED AND READY TO BE FIRED. 
HE ALSO FOUND THE LAUNCHI m SITE OF THE 0 NE ROCKET THAT 
H\D BEEN FIRED EARLIER. UPON RETUR N HE REPORTED THAT HE 
li\D FOUND THE THREE RO'CKETS A fI) . I N THE COURSE O,F HIS 
DI SCUSSION REPORTED THAT T HAD BEE N TUR NED IN. wHE N 
QUIRIED AS TO THE DISPARITY BETWEEN 3 AND 2 HE REPLIED 
.. I TUR NED 0 NE OF THEM AROUND A NO FIRED IT BACK OVER THE . 
DMZ A NO IT BUR NED REAL SMOOTH'" I, 

.3. COL G IAI WAS FORMERLY THE CO OF THE 2 NO ARVN REGIMENT 
AND IS NOW DEPUTY FOR OPERATIONS/CO iST ARVN DIVISION CP 
FORWARD AND IS ONE OF THE FINEST SOLD IE RS IN VIETmM. 
THIS INCIDENT IS AN EXAMPLE OF HIS AGGRESSIVENESS AN) 
IN; ENUITY. ~]ARM REGARD'S. 
GP-4 
250 

NNNN 

DECLASSIFIED 
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P 240244Z ZFF-1 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
S E R E T/EYES ONLY FOR MG E N TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
IT YOU MAY RECALL THAT YESTERDAY A 122 MILIMETER ROCKET
HIT THE CP OF KILO 3/4 KILLING O NE AND INJURING 9, AND
A SPOT REPORT THIS MOR NI NG REVEALED THAT ONE OF THE 9
WOUNDED HAD DIED ABOARD THE USS REPOSE. COUNTERBATTERY
WAS NOT ABLE TO FIRE BACK BECAUSE OF ARVN TROOPS A ND
VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS IN THE VICINITY OF THE LAUNCHING
SITE. A SWEEP OF THE ARE A WAS CONDUCTED BY AN ARMORED
CAVALRY TROOP BUT THE LAUNCHING S ITE WAS NOT LOCATED.
2. TODAY WE REPORTED TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS BY COC
CHANNELS THAT COL GIAI HAD FOUND 3 MORE ROCKETS ON
NOTHER LAUNCHING SITE AND HAD FIRED ONE OF THE ROCKETS
NNW AT A SUSPECTED E NEMY LOCATION. A LITTLE BACKGROUND
FOLLOWS: AFTER THE UNSUCCESSFUL SWEEP BY THE ARMORED
CAVALRY TROOPS IN THE MOR NI NG , COL GIAI SWEPT THE AREA
BY HELICOPTER IN THE AFTE R NOO N. HE FOUND THE THREE
RO CKETS ON THE LAUNCHING SITE WIRED AND READY TO BE FIRED.
HE ALSO FOUND THE LAUNCHING SITE OF THE ONE ROCKET THAT
HAD BEEN FIRED EARLIER. UPON RETURN HE REPORTED THAT HE
HAD FOUND THE THREE ROCKETS AND IN THE COURSE OF HIS
DISCUSSION REPORTED THAT T HAD BEEN TUR NED IN. WHEN
QUIRIED AS TO THE DISPARITY BETWEEN 3 AND 2 HE REPLIED
"I TUR NED ONE OF THEM AROUND AND FIRED IT BACK OVER THE
DMZ AND IT BUR NED REAL SMOOTH"
3. COL GIAI WAS FORMERLY THE CO OF THE 2 ND AR V N REGIMENT
AND IS NOW DEPUTY FOR OPERATIO NS/C 1ST ARVN DIVISION CP
FORWARD AND IS O NE OF THE FINEST SOLDIE RS IN VIETNAM.
THIS INCIDENT IS AN EXAMPLE OF HIS AGGRESSIVENESS AND
INGENUITY. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
250

RECEIVED

24 OCTP.M.
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TO COMUSMACV ...... - -"? _ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SEC R E T/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
1. THE fOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

q 0 241084 0Z ZYH 
-~ BG COOKSEY CG AMERICAL DIV 
TO BG DOOLEY CS III MAl' 
ZEM .. :-. t 
SEC RET A en 109 1 EYE S 0 NL Y 
REF: AaJ 10810 EYES ONLY 
l. THE FOLLOWING IS A TRANSLATION OF THE LEITER DELIVERED BY PFC HARRIS 

TO THE ARVN BN CO AT LZ YOUNG ON 210 OCT 69: QUOTE 
FR OM: THE NLF QUANG NAM TO: CO 2/5 ARVN 

2B ARVN DIVISION 
TO EXECUTE THE RELEASE ORDER FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE NLF 

SOUTH VIET NAM ABOUT THE APPROVAL TO RELEASE THE WOUNDED AMERICAN NAMED 
"HARI" (SIC> SN 11 842 1085 BELONGS TO THE HIlST AIR BORNE DIVISION 
CAPT URED BY LIBERAT ION SOLD lERS PERMITTED "R ELEASED" TO REJOI N 
HIS FAMILY. WE HAND OVER TO YOU THIS WOUNDED AMERICAN, THAT YOU 
CAN HELP HIM TO BE TRANSFERRED TO THE NEAREST US UNIT. 
THIS IS Nor THE F1RSITIME WE (NLF) HAVE RELEASED US PRISONERS 
EllT WE CNLF> HAVE DONE THE SAME THING MANY TIMES FOR NOT ONLY AMERICANS. 

'TO PREVIOUSLY. WE (NLF> OF THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS HAD LIBERATED 30 ARVN 
(FFICERS AND THOUSANDS OF VN SOLDIERS WHO HAVE BEEN FORCED BY THE 
us TO BE ARMED LACKEYS, -AND WERE CAPTURED. AMONG THESE PRISONERS 
WERE MAJ·OR VO DUX MI NH, COMMA ND ER Of r HE 2D ENG I NEER B N 0 F 15T 
<I CORPS) TACT lCAL ZONE, MAJOR LE VAN CU, ASSISTANT PROVINCE CHIEf 
AND INTERNAL SECURITY OFFICER OF PLEIKU PROVINCE, CPT VINR HO S-2 . / II) 
CF PLEIKU ?HOVINC!!:, CPT NGUYL!.N VAN i~GOC, CO 2D BN, 51ST REGT )0 \ 

(SEPARAI4_ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

25 0116Z ZYH
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
S C R E T/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

RECEIVED

25 OCT P.M.

0 24 084 0Z ZYH
M BG COOKSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TO BG DOOLEY CS III MAF
ZEM
S E C R E T ACD 1091 EYES ONLY
REF: ACD 1080 EYES ONLY
1. THE FOLLOWING IS A TRANSLATION OF THE LETTER DELIVERED BY PFC HARRIS
TO THE ARVN BN CO AT LZ YOUNG ON 20 OCT 69 : QUOTE

TO: CO 2/5 AR VNFR OM : THE NLF QUANG NAM
2B ARVN DIVISION

TO EXECUTE THE RELEASE ORDER FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE NLF
SOUT VIET NAM ABOUT THE APPROVAL TO RELEASE THE WOUNDED AMERICAN NAMED
"HARI" (SIC) SN 11 842 085 BELONGS TO THE 101 ST AIR B OR NE DIVISION
CAPTURED BY LIBERATION SOLDIERS PERMITTED "RELEASED" TO REJOIN
HIS FAMILY. WE HAND OVER TO YOU THIS WOUNDED AMERICAN, THAT YOU
CAN HELP HIM TO BE TRANSFERRED TO THE NEAREST US UNIT.
THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME WE (NLF) HAVE RELEASED US PRISONERS
BUT WE (NLF) HAVE DONE THE SAME THING MANY TIMES FOR NOT ONLY AMERICANS.
TO PREVIOUSLY. WE (NLF) OF THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS HAD LIBERATED 30 AR VN
OFFICERS AND THOUSANDS OF VN SOLDIERS WHO HAVE BEEN FORCED BY THE
US TO BE ARMED LACKEYS, AND WERE CAPTURED. AMONG THESE PRISONERS
WERE MAJOR VO DUX MINH, COMMANDER OF THE 2D ENGINEER BN OF 1ST
(I CORPS) TACTICAL ZONE, MAJOR LE VAN CU, ASSISTANT PROVINCE CHIEF
AND INTERNAL SECURITY OFFICER OF PLEIKU PROVINCE, CPT VINH HO S-2

6(11OF PLEIKU PROVINCE, CPT NGUYEN VAN NG O C, CO 2D BN, 51ST REGT
(SEPARATE).
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BY T HE WAY~ WE HAVE A· MATTER THAT' OUGHT TO BE EXCHANGED BETWEEN 
YOU AND US THAT RECENTLY THIEU, KY, AND THE US GOVERNMENT SPOKE 
ILL OF .. AMERICANS COMING TO HELP vrr. NIXON ANNOUNCED TO WITHDRAW 
60010 TROOPS. IS IT THE GOOD WILL OF NIXON? IS THAT TRUE? THE' 
SfATEMENTS OF US POLIIICIANS AlvD THE OPllHOflJS OF WESTERNERS UNCO­
VERED THE DISHONEST ARGUMENT. EXAMPLE: EISENHOWER 4 AUGUST 1953, 
.. IF WE LOSE INDO CHINA THE IRON AND GOLD OF THIS AREA WILL BE LOST." 
Q'J 7 FEB 1966 AT HONOLULU, PRESIDENT JOHNSON SAID, ,"WE SHOULD FIGHT 
AGAINST THE DOGS AND THE VIET CONG, OR WE MAY HAVE TO FIGHT SOMEWHERE 
aSE AT A GREATER COST." ON 16 JAN 1969, HUMPHERY (SIC) SAID, 
"F IRSI OF ALL WE ARE IN VIET NAM BECAUSE OF NATIONAL INTEREST. 
WT WITH 250,000 CASUHLIIIES THIS IS THE SECOND LARGEST NUMBER OF 
CASUAL IT IES IHAT T HE US HAS HAD IN ANY WAR." ON 13 JAN 1969 GENERAL 
ABRAMS SAID, (THIS PORT ION OF THE DOCUMENT WAS UNREADABLE» 

SENAT OR ROBERT Ki NNED Y SPOKE BEFORE A CR OWD IN {vEW YORK ON 7 FEB 
19 68 STAT ING, .. IT IS TIME TO CONSIDER THAT THE WAR I N vIET NAM Ta­

DAY IS AGAINST THE INTEREST OF OUR COUrflRY." "THIS WAR MAY 
1 CAUSE TRAGEDY FOR THE US." SENATOR MAGA(1) ALSO CONDEMNED THE WAR, 

.. IT IS AN UNFORGIVABLE MATTER IF AMER ICA NN CASUALT IES ARE SI ILL 
RISING:" THEREFORE SENATOR MCGOVEREN AND MASSIVE AMERICAN OPINION 
DEMANDED FROM NIXON THAI AMERICANS SHOULD BE WITHEDRAWN FROM VN 
RIGHT AWAY. THE NEW YORK TIMES ON 2~ SEPT 69 JUDGED THAT "THE 

·,-ffi~(}~-E.sS-1JJE WILMDRA-WAL--.OF_ AMERICANlRilllPS IS LQ lUl!lHJiQ1LIHE AMER-
ICAN DEMAND TO STOP IHE WAR IIiJVN QUICKLY. _ . 

IT IS CLEARLY TRUE THAT US TROOPS CAME TO VIET !'JAM TO CONQUER AND 
NOW NIXON DECLARES' THAT HE IS PULLING TROOPS OUT BECAUSE OF THE 
LE"S FAILURE' IN VIET NAM, AND BECAUSi OF US PUBLIC OPINION AGAINST 
THE WAR. THEREFORE, HE IS PULLING TROOPS OUT LITTLE BY LITTLE, 
WELLING DEMANDS BY THE PUBLIC TO .. PULL OUT OF VN NOW." THE ANTI­
WAR FACTION IN THE US TO WITHDRAW RAPIDLY FROM A WAR THAT HAS COST 
MUCH MONEY AND MANY LIVES. BY DOING THIS, THE PARIS PEACE TALKS 
WILL PR OGRESS. THIEU, KY·; AND HIS AIDS KNOW THAT THE AMERICANS 
WOULD GO HOME. HENCi, THiY Si:i~T THJ!:lR WIViS AND CHILDREN TO ITAL'Y 
AND SWITZERLAND AND TH£IR GOLD TO FORiIGN COUNTRIES TO FALL BACK 

. __ ON. 
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BY THE WAY, WE HAVE A MATTER THAT OUGHT TO BE EXCHANGED BETWEEN
YOU AND US THAT RECENTLY THIEU, KY, AND THE US GOVERNMENT SPOKE
ILL OF "AMERICANS COMING TO HELP VN". NIXON ANNOUNCED TO WITHDRAW
6000 TROOPS. IS IT THE GOOD WILL OF NIXON? IS THAT TRUE? THE
STATEMENTS OF US POLITICIANS AND THE OPINIONS OF WESTERNERS UNCO-
VERED THE DISHONEST ARGUMENT. EXAMPLE: EISENHOWER 4 AUGUST 1953,
" IF WE LOSE INDO CHINA THE IRON AND GOLD OF THIS AREA WILL BE LOST."
ON 7 FEB 1966 AT HONOLULU, PRESIDENT JOHNSON SAID, "WE SHOULD FIGHT
AGAINST THE DOGS AND THE VIET CONG, OR WE MAY HAVE TO FIGHT SOMEWHERE
ELSE AT A GREATER COST." ON 16 JAN 1969, HUMPHERY (SIC) SAID,
"FIRST OF ALL WE ARE IN VIET NAM BECAUSE OF NATIONAL INTEREST.
BUT WITH 25 0, 000 CASUALITIES THIS IS THE SECO ND LARGEST NUMBER OF
CASUAL IT THAT THE US HAS HAD IN ANY WAR." ON 13 JAN 1969 GENERAL
ABRAMS SAID, ((THIS PORTION OF THE DOCUMENT WAS UNREADABLE)

SENATOR ROBERT KENNEDY SPOKE BEFORE A CR OWD IN NEW YORK ON 7 FEB
D 68 STATING, " IT IS TIME TO CONSIDER THAT THE WAR IN VIET NAM To-
DAY IS AGAINST THE INTEREST OF OUR COUNTRY." "THIS WAR MAY
CAUSE TRAGEDY FOR THE US." SENATOR MAGA(?) ALSO CONDEMNED THE WAR,
" IT IS AN UNFORGIVABLE MATTER IF AMERICANN CASUALTIES ARE STILL
RISING." THEREFORE SENATOR MCG OVEREN AND MASSIVE AMERICAN OPINION
DEMANDED FROM NIXON THAT AMERICANS SHOULD BE WITHEDRAWN FROM VN
RIGHT AWAY. THE NEW YORK TIMES ON 22 SEPT 69 JUDGED THAT " T HE
FR OGRESSIVE WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS IS TO DIMINISH THE AMER-
ICAN DEMAND TO STOP THE WAR IN VN QUICKLY.

IT IS CLEARLY TRUE THAT US TROOPS CAME TO VIET NAM TO CONQUER AND
NOW NIXON DECLARES THAT HE IS PULLING TROOPS OUT BECAUSE OF THE
US'S FAILURE IN VIET NAM, AND BECAUSE OF US PUBLIC OPINION AGAINST
THE WAR. THEREFORE, HE IS PULLING TROOPS OUT LITTLE BY LITTLE,
QUELLING DEMANDS BY THE PUBLIC TO "PULL OUT OF VN NOW." THE ANTI-
WAR FACTION IN THE US TO WITHDRAW RAPIDLY FROM A WAR THAT HAS COST
MUCH MONEY AND MANY LIVES. BY DOING THIS, THE PARIS PEACE TALKS
WILL PR OGRESS. THIEU, KY, AND HIS AIDS KNOW THAT THE AMERICANS
WOULD GO HOME. HENCE, THEY SENT THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN TO ITALY

( 22)
AND SWITZERLAND AND THEIR GOLD TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES TO FALL BACK
ON.
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yOU ARE VIET L~AMESt:;, ALT HOUGH YOU HAVe: LiD fHE wRONG iI FE, yOU 
STILL DEEP INSIDl!. YOU HATC: IHl!. AMERICANS, WHO USE BOMBS AND 
AMMUNITION TO DESTROY HAMLETS AND VILLAGE:S IN VIETi-JAM. THE GRAVES 
ao ANCESTORS WHICH HAVE BEEN UNTOUCHED - FOR MANY YEARS HAVE BEEN 
DESTROYED B'Y BULLDOZERS. MOURNING CL.OTHES MUS!' BE WORN SEVERAL 
TIMES BY INNOCENT CHILDREN. THE HONOR OF, THE VIET NA!'1ESE HAS 8EEfv 
Sf EPPED ON. T HE VIET NAMESE HAVl!: BEt: N GR DUND UNDER THE HEEL S OF THE 
AMER ICAN IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. AND NO ONE WHO IS VIETNAMESE 
IS NOT PROUD WHEN THEY READ THE PROUD HISTORY OF VIETNAM AND THE 
CONFESSIONS OF THE ENEMY FRENCH) IN THE PRIME MINISTERS DIARY OF 
THE "TRAGEDY OF DIEN BIEN PHU AND Gt:NEVA." 

100 AY, AMER I CA N MAGAZ INES TELL ABOUT THE AMER I CA NS BOMBI NG THE 
NVN AND WINNING A VICTORY, BUT THE AMERICANS CANNOT DESTROY i~VN 
Bt BOMBING. T HE LEADERS I N THE: WHIT E HOUSE A NO THE PENTAGON HAVE 
TO CONFESS tHAT THEY CAN.roOT WIN THE WAR.BY MILlTARYMEANS. ALTHOUGH 
/lIR PEOPLE ARE FEW, THEY ARE HEROIC. WE DEFEATED TWO'Sl'R,PNG '_ .• :i;l 
IMPERIALIST POWERS, AND ARE PROUD T-O'BE THE VfETNA,MESE'P:AIRIt>IS -, 
(f THE 20TH CENTURY. THE WAR WILL END IN THE: FUTURE, OUR COUNTRY 
WILL BE INDEPENDENI, AND OUR PEOPLE AND OUR COUNTRY WILL BE UNIFIED. 
TH IS IS EXACT L Y WHAT W ILL HAPPEN. 'THE; DAY W ILL COME SOON. _ 

WE pROPOSE THE FOLLOWING, WITH THE HELP OF THE PEOPLE AND THE 
COUNTRY; THAT BETWEi!:N THE 2/5 AiiVN ArvD THe: NLF NEITHER SIDE WILL 6 (~) 
ATTACK THE OTHER IN AN ACT IVE. MANNER. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

YOU ARE VIETNAMESE, ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE LED THE WRONG LIFE, YOU
STILL DEEP INSIDE YOU HATE THE AMERICANS, WHO USE BOMBS AND
AMMUNITION TO DESTROY HAMLETS AND VILLAGES IN VIETNAM. THE GRAVES
OF ANCESTORS WHICH HAVE BEEN UNTOUCHED FOR MA NY YEARS HAVE BEEN
DESTROYED BY BULLDOZERS. MOURNING CLOTHES MUST BE WORN SEVERAL
TIMES BY INNOCENT CHILDREN. THE HONOR OF THE VIETNAMESE HAS BEEN
STEPPED ON. THE VIETNAMESE HAVE BEEN GROUND UNDER THE HEELS OF THE
AMERICAN IN ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. AND NO ONE WHO IS VIETNAMESE
IS NOT PR OUD WHEN THEY READ THE PROUD HISTORY OF VIETNAM AND THE
CONFESSIONS OF THE ENEMY FRENCH) IN THE PRIME MINISTERS DIARY OF
THE "TRAGEDY OF DIEN BIEN PHU AND GENEVA."
TODAY, AMERICAN MAGAZINES TELL ABOUT THE AMERICANS BOMBING THE

NVN AND WINNING A VICTORY, BUT THE AMERICANS CANNOT DESTROY NVN
BY BOMBING. THE LEADERS IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND THE PENTAGON HAVE
TO CONFESS THAT THEY CANNOT WIN THE WAR BY MILITARY MEANS. ALTHOUGH
OUR PEOPLE ARE FEW, THEY ARE HEROIC. WE DEFEATED TWO STRONG
IMPERIALIST POWERS, AND ARE PR OUD TO BE THE VIETNAMESE PATRIOTS
OF THE 20TH CENTURY. THE WAR WILL END IN THE FUTURE, OUR COUNTRY
WILL BE INDEPENDENT, AND OUR PEOPLE AND OUR COUNTRY WILL BE UNIFIED.
THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT WILL HAPPEN. THE DAY WILL COME SOON.

WE PR OPOSE THE FOLLOWING, WITH THE HELP OF THE PEOPLE AND THE
COUNTRY; THAT BETWEEN THE 2/5 AR VN AND THE NLF NEITHER SIDE WILL

6 (3)ATTACK THE OTHER IN AN ACTIVE MANNER.
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-~T HIS MAY-BE ~ACCOMPLISH6!)~Sl!:CHd'L{ IF YOU DD NOT 
HAVE THE AUTHORITY. BOTH SIDES WiLL TRY TO HELP THE PEOPLE -IN LIVING 
TRAVELLING AND TRADING. WHEN LIBERATION TROOPS ATTACK "AMERICAN 
TROOPS", YOU WILL NOT REINFORCE THEM. IT WILL BE OF GREAT VALUE IF YOU 
CAN SECRETLY OR LEGALLY ACT WITH US TO DESTROY THE AMERICAN TROOPS. 

FOR T HE ABOVE REASONS, WE T HI NK T HAT BOTH SIDE SHOUL.D SE ND 
REPRESENTATIVES FOR A MEETING IN A LOCATION SUITAB'LE TO BOTH 
SIDES. THIS WILL BE fOR THE GOOD OF OUR COUNTRY. 

THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, THIEU, AND KY WENT DIRECT TO PARIS TO 
TAL K W IT Ii T HE NAT IONAL LI8ERAT ION F'R ONT, A NO WITH THE PR OVI NCIAL 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE (30VERNMENT. SO BETWEEN US VIETNAMESE, IT IS EASIER 
m US TO TALK TOGETHER. WE CAN TALK ABOUT GOALS AND BRING PEACE 
TO OUR COUNTRY. WE DESIRE YOUR ANSWER TO THE ABOVE ITEMS. 

SI NCERELY 
UNIFICATION FOR RESISTANCE 
AGAI NST AMER I CA 

19 OCT 69 
FOR QUANG NAM NLF' 

DONG LUONG I PROFFESSOR 
UNQUor E 
2. LTCPHO, G-2 28 ARVN DIV, NO LONGER INTERPOSES ANY OBJECTION 
TO THE RELEASE OF THIS INFORMAT ION 

GP-4 
SSO !\lorE: DELIVER DURING i~ORKI!\IG HOURS 
900 

HAS BEEN SENl 
NNNN 
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THIS MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED SECRETLY IF YOU DO NOT
HAVE THE AUTHORITY. BOTH SIDES WILL TRY TO HELP THE PEOPLE IN LIVING
TRAVELLING AND TRADING. WHEN LIBERATION TROOPS ATTACK "AMERICAN
TR 00 PS" , YOU WILL NOT REINFORCE THEM. IT WILL BE OF GREAT VALUE IF YOU
CAN SECRETLY OR LEGALLY ACT WITH US TO DESTROY THE AMERICAN TROOPS.
FOR THE ABOVE REASONS, WE THINK THAT BOTH SIDE SHOULD SEND

REPRESENTATIVES FOR A MEETING IN A LOCATION SUITABLE TO BOTH
SIDES. THIS WILL BE FOR THE GOOD OF OUR COUNTRY.
THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, THIEU, AND KY WENT DIRECT TO PARIS TO

TALK WITH THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT, AND WITH THE PROVINCIAL
SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. SO BETWEEN US VIETNAMESE, IT IS EASIER
ER US TO TALK TOGETHER. WE CAN TALK AB OUT GOALS AND BRING PEACE
TO OUR COUNTRY. WE DESIRE YOUR ANSWER TO THE ABOVE ITEMS.

SINCERELY
UNIFICATION FOR RESISTANCE
AGAINST AMERICA
19 OCT 69

FOR QUANG NAM NLF
DONG LUONG / PROFFESSOR

UNQUOTE
LTC PHO, G-2 2B ARVN DIV, NO LONGER INTERPOSES ANY OBJECTION2.

TO THE RELEASE OF THIS INFORMATION

GP-4
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
900

HAS
BEEN

SENT SECRET

6(4)
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SECRET 
~, HEADIRTERS 

~I MARINE PHIBIOUS FoiE 
- . ~ . ': ' .':~ , ,(.' - .. '. - .:-". ", ..... . 

, , ' 

III MAF 'fORM 5216 (REV 8-69) 
OPERATION (ODE FROM I DATE )\ - OIWilllAlOR CG III MAF 26 OCT 69 A - AClIOH/COGNIZANCE 

C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NOJCONTROL DATE I COpy NO, I OF3 
I - INFORMATION , 2602142 OCT 69 COPIES REC'D. S - SIGNATURE 

DATE SUBJECT 
ROUTE SECTION (ODE INITIAL 

IN OUT /1 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR 
eG I:.t- ~~ (t!li~!! / i/?f! -' /. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY 

DCG .~ n 
CIS, 

.,. 

~ ~ RHHllI( 

DC/S .::r: L -.,.... DIS PCS'!'10N: DCS PLANS 
DEPCORDS 
DSA ICTl -- o Retain far _mcmtba. 

SiS 1.t.,tJot. -c:!(:L.·Tj o Destroy after routing. G-1 1 
G-2 o Ret!lTn for permanent retentim. 
G-3 
G-4 X /..J..lruv f J:Wul Section Si2natm-e 
G-~ u 
G-6 
ADJ 

BAS BEEN AWARDS SENT CAP --

CHAP 
CIS lAAO~M! ~ r~oopc: EYES ONLY COMP 'TI \ I -,;-n--. v~ ! \. v 

DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
"""'j]:, v i-'- ~ ri ~ - "~ tJ {!':~~ . "-"" . ~ • ".'.,.:." • ""J)r.'~~ ll' .. 'r~' ~ 

FSEO ~ \ ... ~..;'1 I;) • ~; 1 ",:,' . '. I ,: '-I- 1 d 

HQ CMDT ~~(~~, ~;~~ ~l . ~ l f1 \~ ~ ;ft ~ t: t"" ~ .r· \". "" '" tif J ! . '1,''0 \ ,. 'f ." 

INSP ~ ;( ~.) .. ,:-tY"~ ~.~ ~ ~ . ... 

MTO 
NJA FOR OPANAL 
ORD 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDT~E 
REPRO 
SJA 

SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 
ORMEDO 

SfC 

(US. I"'''' rol ADm" ... , ""') ~ TeC 
ISGT MAJ 

\..~--::: . SECRET '. 
DECLASSIFIED 
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HEADQUARTERS

MARINE PHIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET

III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE

26 OCT 69CG 111 MAFX- ORIGINATOR
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE

SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE( - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

COPY NO. OF 3 COPIES REC'D.260214Z OCT 69I - INFORMATION
S - SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE

OUTIN SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
CG + MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

IDCG
7 REMARKSC/S
IDC/S

DIS POSTION:
DCS PLANS
DEP CORDS

months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

cay
260ctS/S

Destroy after routing.
G-1
G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3

Was / opy
XG-4 SignatureSection

G-5
G-6
ADJ

HAS BEEN SENT
AWARDS
CAP
CHAP

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS

EXCLUSIVE

FSEO
HQ CMDT

INSP
MTO
NJA

FOR

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

FORMED O
SEC

181

TCC
(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)SGT MAJ
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PTISZYUW RHMMAFA3210 2991214-SSSS--RUNLMPA

ZNY SSSSS
P 260214Z OCT 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMLNPA/CG FORLOGCOMD
BT
SECRE T SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN FEELEY FROM BGEN DOOLEY

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS

ACTIVATION OF FIRST SERVICE BATTALION (U)

A. CG FMFPAC 232143Z OCT 69

1. (S) REF A ADVISED OF CG FMFPAC'S DESIRE TO DISCUSS

DURING FORTHCOMING WESTPAC TRIP THE RETURN OF LOGISTIC

SUPPORT FROM FLC CONCEPT TO SERVICE BN/MWSG AND FSR COND

2.
CEPT.

(U) WOULD APPRECIATE COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY

271600H OCT 69.
GP-4
BT
3210

NNNN

SECRET3/111 MAF 2100/7 (3/68)

811)
COPY OF COPIES
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DAT( 
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CG 
DCG 

IDSA ICTl 
SIS 
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;-2 

G-3 )( 
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CAP 
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ROTU 
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A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

(. COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
1 - INFORMATION o 270530Z OCT 69 OF 4 COPIESRECTCOPY NO.$ - SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
CODE INITIALROUTE SECTION

OUTIN

FORCE PLANNINGCG
DCG

REMAR:C/S

DC/S
DISPOSTION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
Retain for - months.

DSA ICTZ

Destroy after routing.S/S
G-1
G-2

Section SignaturewasG-3
copyI wasG-4
copyG-3 REMARKS: This document may not be

G-6 retained over night except as noted
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signed by all persons sighting thisCHAP Document.
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DENT

Copy
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TOP 5 ~ C R f. T It.. V;:.S ONLYIFOR LIGE:;\J BUS:: FR OM t..lGli til Nl CKERSON 
fORCE PLANNHJG 
RJ::F A 00 III M!.lF' 2313ki0Z ocr 69 /;, 
1. ON 26 ocr ONt. OF MY PlANNc.r;S AfT.:.llh.D A STAFF MEETliiG '\ ~ en "~",,, 
fJ I'lACV HE.'tDQUAHr.i.RS 1 N CO NN..;.CT lord WITH POSSIB!..", 1 t}0, kHuli WH ~ ~tCl\'h;:' u .~ 
REDuCI ION DURING 'fHt:: F'bSI HALF OF CY 710.. - ~i 27 OCtP.I11t \ 
4 MACV PL.~NlVERS !i(-iVo:. D;';V~LOP.;.D TWO OPT IONS TO ACHlt::vE P 

. TH1S DRAWDOWN.DIFFt:nlNG SOM;.:WHAT FROM THhlR INITIAL PLAtmllvG ~ 

. ALTEHNAtIV£S HS f<EPO?l.'L.D TO YOU IN Rt:.F A. THE THR.;;.t; ORIGl~AL 
ALTEfU~ATIVES HtiV:':: 'Bl..£N DISC4riDi!.D. -

• 3. r HE TwO OPT IONS ~~;.;; .''is FOLLOWS: 
OPT ION I 

ARMY 1ST un· D I V 

. USf1C 
us~~ 
USAF 

SD ~ 4 T H 1 \.~ F D I V 
SVC SPT 

suaroTAL 
lilL . 
li:LC1tS 
ELMtS 

T 01' 11t.. 

OPT ION 2 
~RMY 1ST Ii~F DIV 

30,Gt:i0 
54,600 
lI,200 
.3 .$~tI 
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027530 ZYH ZFF-4
PM C8 III MAF

COPY 3 OF 4 COFTOCG FMFPAC
ZEM
TOPSECRT /LYSS ONLY/FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING
REF A CG III MAF 231360Z OCT 69
1. ON 26 OCT ONE OF MY PLANNERS ATTENDED A STAFF MEETING

RECEIVEDAT MACV HEADQUARTERS IN CONNECTION WITH POSSIBLE 100,000 MAN

small

27 OCT P.M.REDUCTION DURING THE FIRST HALF OF CY 70.
MACV PLANNERS HAVE DEVELOPED TWO OPTIONS TO ACHIEVE

THIS DRAWD OWN DIFFERING SOMEWHAT FROM THEIR INITIAL PLANNING
ALTERNATIVES AS REPORTED TO YOU IN RLF A. THE THREE ORIGINAL
ALTERNATIVES HAVE BLEN DISCARDED.
3. THE TWO OPTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

OPTION 1

1ST INF DIVARMY
BDE 4TH INF DIV
SVC SPT

SUBTOTAL 30,600
USMC 54,600ALL

ELMISUSN 11,200
ELMISUSAF 3,660

TOTAL 160,600

OPTION 2
1ST INF DIVARMY
23D INF DIV (AMERICAL)
4TH INF DIV
199TH LIB
BDL 9TH INF DIV
SVC SPT

SUBTOTAL 86,900
RLT-26USMC
SVC SPT

SUBTOTAL 7,500
ELMISUSN 2,000
ELMTSUSAF 3,600

TOTAL 100,000
4. MACV PLANNERS INTEND TO BRIEF COMUSMACV ON THESE TWO
OPTIONS ON THE 3D OR 4TH OF NOV. THEIR CURR NET INTENTION IS TO
RECOMMEND OPTION 1 TO COMUSMACV.
WARM REGARDS
GP-4

SS0 NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION OMLY.

376
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