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. YOU THE MATTER OF THE REL IEF FOR f1Y B-2, COL JOHN CANT ON, WHO 
IS DUE TO RarATE ON 20 DEC. Al l HAL lIME, I REQUESfED THAf COL 
DZIALO ON YUJR ST AFF BE f>1A DE AVA IL ABLE AS HIS REL IE F. HOWEVER, 
T HIS WAS NOT DEEI'tJED FEAS IBLE. 
2. IN LIGHT OF PRESE NT AND PROJE; ClED . 
CIRCUMSTA~lCES IN· ICTZ, I BELIEVE II 1'0 BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE '1 HAT . 
CONSI DE RA II ON BE GIVE N Tor HE ASS IGNtilE N.l 0 FAN AR!YJY COL ONEL , 
HJTELLI GENCE STAFF OFFICER, AS A RELIEF FOR CANfOI'J. THIS WOULD 
PRCVIDE FOR THE NECESSARY CON! INUUV IN IHE EFFECl IVE i']ANAGE[vJEi~l 
A "D. DIRECTION OF THE U.S. INLELL IGENCE EFrORl IN IC1Z. 
3. (S) IF THIS RElllEST IS GIVEN FAVORAEl.E CONSIDERATION, IT IS . 
FURT lER REQUESTED THAT THIS OFFICER REPORl NLT 11 DEC IN ORDER TO 
PROJIDE FOR AN ADEQUATE lURN-OVER PERIOD. 
SSO INSTRUCTIONS: DELIVER DURING NORMAL WCRKING HOURS 
(Jl ".4 

185 

HAS BEEN 
/ Z (J) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

P 0205342 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMA CV
ZEM
SRECRE T/NOFORN/E YES ONLY/ FOR MGEN I OWNSE ND FROM LI GE N NICKERSON
ASSI GNMENT OF SENIOR ARMY INTELLIGENCE SIAFF OFFICER TO HQ III
MAF CO
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YOU THE MATTER OF THE RELIEF FOR MY G-2, COL JOHN CANT ON, WHO
IS DUE TO ROTATE ON 20 DEC. A1 THAI TIME, I REQUESTED THAT COL
DZIALO ON YOUR STAFF BE MADE AVAILABLE AS HIS RELIEF. HOWEVER,

RECEIVETHIS WAS NOT DEEMED FEASIBLE.
2. IN LIGHT OF PRESENT AND PROJECTED 2, NOV
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PROVIDE FOR THE NECESSARY CONI INUITY IN THE EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT
A D'D DIRECTION OF THE U.S. INTELLIGENCE EFFORI IN ICIZ.
3. (S) IF THIS RE QUE ST IS GIVEN FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION, IT IS
FURTHER REQUESTED THAT THIS OFFICER REPORT NLT 11 DEC IN OR DER TO
PROVIDE FOR AN ADE QUATE TURN-OVER PERIOD.
SSO INSTRUCTI ONS : DELIVER DURING NORMAL WORKING HOURS
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DE RMMMAFA 0161 3065616
ZNY IIII
P 0206162 NOV 69
FM CG III MAF
TO CG PMPPAG
BT
I O P. SECRETSPOCAI EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN

NICKERSON.
RIF 0 AMALGARATION PLAN.

10 AS A RESULT OF is BRIEFING GIVEN LIGEN ZAIS ON 1 NOV

AT THIS HEADQUARTERS, A NEW PARAGRAPH ON PAGE 5 OF SUBJECT

PLAN HAS BEEN ADDED AS FOLLOWS:
"110 THIS PLAN HAS BEEN BRIEFED TO LIGEN ZAIS AND WHILE

CONCURS WITH THE GENERAL CONCEPT THEREOF HE BELIEVES

THAT All ARMY LIGEN SHOULD ASSUME COMMAND OF THE JOINT

HEADQUARTERS ON 15 DECEMBER 1969 FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:

Do ARMY STRENGTH IN PERSONNEL AND MANEUVER UNITS IS.O AND

WILL REMAIN THROUGHOUT REDEPLOYMENT D LARGER THAN THAT OF

THE MARINE CORPS.
CURRENT STRENGINS

USMCARMY
54,30052,696PERSONNEL

PAGE 02 RNMMAGA 0161 3060616 0 P S (2 CR E T/SPECAT
is BNS127 BNSMANEUVER UNITS SCPLUS) BNS18 BNSARTILLERY UNITS

INCLUDES 13 BNS OF AMERICAL DIV

INCLUDES 5 BNS OF AMERICAL DIV

Bo RESIDUAL FORCE PLANNING ENVISAGES ULTIMATE STATIONING OF

ARMY FORCES, EXCLUSIVELY, IN RVNo THEREFORE, THE NECESSITY

TO CONTINUE OPERATIONS WITH THE LEAST AMOUNT OF TURBULENCE AND

CHANGE SUGGESTS THE NEED FOR APPOINTING AN ARMY COMMANDER

AI THE INCEPTION OF THE NEW JOINT MEADQUARTERS.

ADDITIONALLY, HE FEELS THAT THE CG AND DCG SHOULD BE FROM

DIFFERENT SERVICES IN ORDER IO REPRESENT THE NEEDS OF THE

SUBORDINATE SERVICE XN THE PROPOSED COMMAND STRUCTURE.

20 RENUMBER CURRENT PARAGRAPHS 11 AND 12 TO READ 12 AND 83

RESPECTIVELY WARM REGARDS.
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AI> MY 020GHiZ NOV 69 ,,' 
10 MY DIRECTIVE FROM GENERAL ABRAMS CONCERNING THE "\ 
PLAM OF THE AMALGAMATION OF IHE HEADQUARTERS OF 

/ 
XXIV CORPS AND IU filAF' INCLUDED A SrATEf1jEr~T !H~T 
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HE WANTED ME TO COORD],NATE t'ilTH XXXV CORPS ON THE ,,' 
EXECUTION- OF THE PLANo ACCORDINGLY~' PRIOR TO SU3", 
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/ PROBLE~l FOR THE ARf.1Yo ZAIS CMJoT JUST SIT IN THE " 
/ I.HNGS AND ABE DOESN~1 HAVE MUCH SENIORITY FLEXIBILITY \.. ' 
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IF HE HANTS to TAKE OVER THE JOB" ~l!LDREN AND RosseN "\ 
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ARE AVAIL.ABLE IN COUNTRY aut NEITHER ARE LH{El Y , ",,-
CANDIDATES IN MY OP!NIONo 
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3" YOU ~JILL. RECALL THAT ~IE DID Not INCLUDE A SEPARATE 
STAfF OVER 'fHE DIVISION AND HUG BASED ON OUR THOUGHTS " ;I THAT WE SHOULD RETAIN COMMAND INDEFINITELY TO PROTECT \( 
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OUR AIR GROUND ORGANIZATION o IT MAY BE NECESSARY FOR 
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PTTTZYUW RHMMAFA0300 3071100-TTTT RUHHFMA.
ZNY TTTTT
P 031100Z NOV 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON
RIF-AMALGAMATED PLAN
Ao MY 0206162 NOV 69
1. MY DIRECTIVE FROM GENERAL ABRAMS CONCERNING THE
PLAN OF THE AMALGAMATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF
XXIV CORPS AND III MAF INCLUDED A STATEMENT THAT
HE WANTED ME TO COORDINATE WITH XXIV CORPS ON THE
EXECUTION OF THE PLAN. ACCORDINGLY, PRIOR TO SUB-
MISSION OF THIS PLAN ( HAD MEL ZAIS COME TO MY
HEADQUARTERS AND I GAVE HIM THE SAME TYPE BRIEFING
WHICH YOU RECEIVED WHEN YOU WERE HERE LAST MONTH.
HE REQUESTED THAT I ADD THE PROVISO WHICH WENT INTO
REFERENCE (A) CONCERNING AN ARMY LIEUTENANT
GENERAL TAKING OVER. I DID NOT OBJECT AND, AS A
RESULT, THE REVISED VERSION WAS SUBMITTED TO ABE.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0300 I 0 I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED TO ABE WHETHER 8 BLESSED
IT OR NOT SO I DON T BELIEVE ANY CONCESSION WAS MADE.
2. I AM SURE THE ARMY WILL WANT TO TAKE OVER AS SOON
AFTER 15 DECEMBER AS POSSIBLE. THIS COULD ALLOW MEL
ZAIS TO TAKE COMMAND WITH THE FEWEST VIBRATIONS
OCCURRING IN THE ARMY CAMP. BUT I ALMOST HAVE TO BE
ORDERED OUT BEFORE THE ARMY CAN TAKE OVER BE CAUSE OF
MY SENIORITY. THE LONGER I AM HERE, THE GREATER THE
PROBLEM FOR THE ARMY. ZAIS CAN°T JUST SIT IN THE
WINGS AND ABE DOESN'T HAVE MUCH SENIORITY FLEXIBILITY
IF WANTS TO TAKE OVER THE JOB. MILDREN AND ROSSON
ARE AVAILABLE IN COUNTRY BUT NEITHER ARE LIKELY
CANDIDATES IN MY OPINION.
30 YOU WILL RECALL THAT WE DID NOT INCLUDE A SEPARATE
STAFF OVER THE DIVISION AND WING BASED ON OUR THOUGHTS
THAT WE SHOULD RETAIN COMMAND INDEFINITELY TO PROTECT
OUR AIR GROUND ORGANIZATION. IT MAY BE NECESSARY FOR
ME TO STICK AROUND AS CG III MAF UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE
1ST DIVISION, FIRST WING AND FLC ARE WELL OUT OF THIS
AREA. MY ORIGINAL THOUGHTS ON TIMING APPEAR TO BE

PAGE / OF 2
PAGES 39/11
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CHAPPY TO DOD t~OULD BE TO l'N5151 IHA'!' ! STAY AS Ct;. ',,' ' 
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ACHIEVED OUR PUHPOSEo '\. 
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/ PROPOSED PLANS o I DO [,(PECT A RESPONSE IN THE '- ' 
,/ A m~lEDI ATE FU'f URE 0 ~ , 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0300 I E C E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
STILL VALID. I COULD STAY UNTIL 2 APRIL BUT WOULD
HAVE SECOND THOUGHTS ON ANY ADDITIONAL TIME. IF THE
ALTERNATIVE WHICH RETAINS THE MARINE CORPS IN VIETNAM
IS IMPLEMENTED, IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR III MA
TO REMAIN IN COMMAND. IF THE MARINES ARE TO LEAVE
DURING THE PERIOD I JANUARY 70 TO 30 JUNE 70, THEN I

WOULD THINK THAT MIDWAY THROUGH THE PERIOD WOULD BE
AN APPROPRIATE TIME TO TRANSFER COMMAND. I WOULD
THINK THAT THE BEST THING FOR US TO DO, FOR YOU AND
CHAPPY TO DO, WOULD BE TO INSIST THAT I STAY AS CG
III MAF UNTIL A LARGE NUMBER OF OUR FORCES ARE
DEPLOYED IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE INTEGRITY OF THE
AIR GROUND TEAM. DEPENDING UPON WHAT THE PRESIDENT
SAYS ON THE 3RD OF NOVEMBER AND ASSUMING THAT THERE
WILL BE A MAJOR WIT HDRAWAL OF FORCES IN THE IMMEDIATE
FUTURE I WOULD GUESS THAT BY 2 APRIL WE WOULD HAVE
ACHIEVED OUR PURPOSE.
Do I HAVE HEARD NOTHING FROM TOWNSEND OR ABE ON THE
PROPOSED PLANS. I DO EXPECT A RESPONSE IN THE
IMMEDIATE FUTURE.

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0300 T 0 P S E C E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
5. WARM REGARDS,
GP-4
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PTTSZYUU RHMMAFA0298 3070922-SSSS.ORUHHEMA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 0309227 NOV 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHNFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
SECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
Do THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION
QUOTE
FM: COL HANIFE SJS MACV SAIGON
TO: BGEN DOOLEY COFS III MAF DANANG
CONFIDENTIAL MAC 14239 EYES ONLY
to THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSATION WITH
MG TOWNSEND, COFS, MACV ON I NOVEMBER 1969.
2. MG TOWNSEND HAS INFORMED GEN ABRAMS OF CMC REQUEST
FOR COMUSMA.CV CONSIDERATION AND CONCURRENCE IN HAVING
MG WHEELER SUCCEED MG SIMPSON AS CGD MIST MARDIV AFTER
AMALGAMATION OF III MAF AND KXIV CORPS Hes.
3. GEN ABRAMS APPROVES THIS SUCCESSION OF MG WHEELER FOR
MG SIMPSON.
Do WARM REGBARDS. UNQUOTE.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0298 SECRE T/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR
20 IN TALKING TO GEN TOWNSEND GEORGE INFORMED HIM THAT
WITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION IT APPEARS
THAT ED WHEELER IS AVAILABLE. HE ALSO STATED THAT WE HAD
FORWARDED OUR RECOMMENDATIONS TO GEN ABRAMS CONCERNING THE

AMALGAMATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS OF XXIV CORPS AND III MAF
AND RECOMMENDED IT TAKE PLACE ON OR AGOUT 15 DECEMBER
YOU WILL NOTE THAT HANIFENS MESSAGE SAYS "AFTER AMALGAMATION
OF III MAF AND XXIV CORPS I DON'T SEE ANY PARTICULAR
PROBLEMS HERE AND I RECOMMEND THAT NE GQ AHEAD AND ORDER ED
WHEELER TO TAKE OVER THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION ON OR ABOUT 15

DECEMBER.
3. CARTER TOWNSEND IS ON LEAVE AT THE PRESENT TIME AND
WILL BE BACK IN ABOUT 48 HOURS. I WILL CONFIRM THE 15
DECEMBER DATE WITH HIM AND IF THERE IS ANYTHING TO CHANGE
MY RECOMMENDATION IN ABOVE, I WILL SO INFORM YOU.
WARM REGUARDS.
GP-4
BT
0298
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As CG FMFPAC 04211Z NOV 69
B. CG III MAF 0311007 NOV 59
Cc C21C 0419477 NOV 69
! I AM IN RECEIPT OF REFERENCE A IN WHICK YOU
EXPRESSED THE CONCERN OF THE COMMANDANT OVER TWO
SPECIFIC AREAS. you ALSO SUGGESTED THAT E

DEVELOPE A RECLAMA POSITION FOR USE IN THE EVENT
ABE AGREES TO THE ZAIS POSITION.
20 for AM FINALY IN AGREEMENT WITH TAKING ACTION
NECESSARY TO PRESERVE OUR AIR GROUND TEAM AND
WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE 30 DO so. REFERENCE
B WAS SUBMITTED WITH THIS THOUGHT IN MIND AND
I STATED IN REFERENCE B THAT i WOULD THINK THE

PAGE TOW RNMMAFA0528 TOP SECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
BEST THING FOR us 10 DO WOULD BE 10 INSIST THAT
I STAY AS C3 111 MAP UNTIL A LARGE NUMBER OF OUR
FORCES AHE DEPLOYED IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE IN-
TEGRITY OF THE AIR GROUND TEAM. YOU MAY NOT HAVE
BEEN IN RECEIPT OF REFERENCE 3 WHEN YOU RELEASED
REFERENCE Ag 3112 I THINK THAT 1 HAVE PROVIDED A
RECLAMA POSITION IN THE EVENT ABE DOES DECIDE TO
GO ALONG WITH MEL ZAIS° PROPOSAL. IT IS GOING
TO BE DIFFICULT FOR ABE TO MOVE ME OUT AND

part WOULD
THINK THAT THE TIME PHASING I MENTIONED WOULD ALSO
BE APPROPRIATE.
3. CONCERNING THE SECOND BORTION WHICH WAS THE
LOSS OF THE COMPONENT COMMANDER TYPE PRIVILEGES
DIRECTLY UNDER ABE. I WILL TAKE ACTION IF IT IS
NECESSARY IO ENSURE THAT THE DEPUTY COMMANDING
GENERAL BE A MARINE CORPS TYPE IN THE EVENT THAI
THE LIEUTENANT GENERAL ARMY HAS COMMAND AND WOULD
EXECUTE THOSE FUNCTIONS NORMALLY ATTENDANT TO A
MARINE AIR GROUND TEAM HEADQUARTERS, YOU MAY
RECALL WE INCLUDED THAT Ill OUR LETTER TO GENERAL ABRAMS

PAGE LOF 2 PAGES
40/11

2 3 TOP SECRETCOPY OF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0528 TOP SECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
ORIGINALLY AND WE MUTUALLY AGREED TO WITHDRAW
31 ON THE BASIS OF RETAINING OVERALL COMMAND
OF III MAF UNTIL THE LAST POSSIBLE MOMENT.
do IN THE EVENT I HAVEN'T COME TO GRIPS WITH WHAT
YOUR THOUGHTS ARE WOULD YOU PLEASE ADVISE AND IF
YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS I WOULD BE MOST HAPPY TO
RECEIVE THEM.
5. REFERENCE C WAS RECEIVED A SHORT TIME ABU.
WE WILL C'OMPLY. AS OF NOW NEITHER OPTION HAS
BEEN FLOATED FOR COMMENT. MEANWHILE, i HAVE
ADVISED SAM JASKILKA OF CMC°S POSITION.
So WARM REGARDS.
GP=4
BT
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BT
TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
PHASE REDUCTION
1. A BRIEFING WAS GIVEN TO GENERAL ABRAMS THIS AFTERNOON CONCERNING
PHASE REDUCTION IN VIETNAM. SAM JASKILKA WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE MEETING.
HOWEVER, HE KAS PROVIDED AN INITIAL REPORT ALTHOUGH LIMITED IN CONTENT.
SAM HAS NOT BEEN WORKING ON THIS PROBLEM AND THE INFO HE PROVIDED WAS
OBTAINED THROUGH HIS DIGGING.
2. IN GEORGE'S CONVERSATION WITH LOU EARLIER THIS MORNING HE MENTIONED
AN OPTION WHICH INVOLVED THE REDUCTION OF 35,530 PEOPLE INCLUDING RLT
26. SAM TELLS US THAI THE OPTIONS BRIEFED TO GENERAL ABRAMS THIS AFTER-
NOON WERE THE ORIGINAL OPTIONS 1 AND 2. IN ADDITION, GENERAL ABRAMS
WAS BRIEFED TODAY ON THE WITHDRAWAL OF 35,000 TROOPS CINCLUDING RLI
26). THESE 35, 000 WOULD BE THE INITIAL WITHDRAWALS UNDER EITHER OPTION
are OR 2.
3. THERE WERE NO DECISIONS MADE ON EITHER OPTION see OR 2 TODAY. GENERAL
ABRAMS MADE THE STATEMENT THAT NO TROOPLISTS WOULD BE FORWARDED UNTIL
HE WAS REQUIRED TO DO SO. HE ALSO SAID THAT NO DECISION WOULD BE MADE
ON EITHER OPTION 1 OR 2 UNTIL AFTER THE NEXT COMMANDERS CONFERENCE
ON 22 NOVEMBER AI WHICH TIME ALL COMMANDERS WOULD BE ASKED TO COMMENT.
4c THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS MEMO IS PROVIDED AS AN INTERIM
REPORT. IT CONSTITUTES A FIRST REPORT AND HAS ALL THE HAZARDS OF A FIRST
REPORT. WE EXPECT A MESSAGE FROM GENERAL ABRAMS IN THE NEAR FUTURE
WHICH SUPPOSEDLY WILL PROVIDE US PLANNING INFORMATION PERTAINING TO THE
22 NOVEMBER MEETING. WE WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED.
5. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
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2. PARA 6, REF A REQUESTED TRIP REPeRT. IN AMftIFICATION 
PARA 6, REF A REQUEST E'ACH OF YOU ffi OVIDE A BACK CHANNEL 
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FIELD TRIPS.
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1. lAW GUIDANCE CONTAINED REFERENCE A THE Fn-L(XJ]H6 PROPOSED 
ITINERARY IS SUBMITTED: 
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7NCN69 

-0900 ARRIVE DMG BASE OPS BY T-39/GREETED BY CG III. MAl' 
0900-0910 ENR HQ I CCRPS(HOTEL PAD)13Y HELO(lII MAF> 
0910-1015 VISIT WITH CG I CCRPS 
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T 0 ARR I VE DR NG BA SE OP S BY 1 71 5 H. 
DATE/TIME EVENT rw 
1NOV69 
1115- DEPART FOO TSN BY T-39 
2. LISTED BELOh' ARE THE NAMES/TITLES OF lID IVIDUALS DEPCOMUSMACV 
IN ILL MEET: 
ca. USMC - GUILDO cm ISPOfTI, .CO, 7TH MARINES 
LT COL - RAY KUMr1ER OIJ, USMC, CO, 3/7 
LT C a. - KARL MEULLER, USMC, CO, 3/11 
Pa.ICE CJ'IIMISSIONER NGUYEN DUC THINH(PQ..ICE SCHOa... U.S. GO(]) ENGLISH) 
LTCQ - TIEP: REGIONAL NATIONAL pa. ICE CHIEF 
rvR. WALO BURMESTER: CHIEF PUBL IC SAFETY 0 IVISION caw S 
£'IR. CARL R. FRITZ, DEPUTY FCR caws, I C<RPS (ACTING) 
3. CHANGES IN SPECIFICTH1ES FROM REF A HAVE BEEN M.ADE TO 
MEET LOCAL SCHEDULES l!lHICH CONFL ICTEO. BEL IEVE GE N ROSSON'S 
DESIRES AID REQUIREMENTS ARE MET. 
GP-4 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY 
355 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 060933Z ZYH ZFF-1 ZFF-4
FM CG IH MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL/EYES Y FOR MAJ SE YM OUR , AIDE TODEP
COMUSMACV FR OM BGE N DOLLY
VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO THE ICTZ ON 7 NOV 1969
A. YOUR 0602072 NOV 69
1. IAW GUIDANCE CONTAINED REFERENCE A THE FOLLOWING PR OP OSED

ITINERARY IS SUBMITTED:
DATE/TIME EVENT
7NOV69

-0900 ARRIVE DMG BA SE OPS BY T-3 9/GREETED BY CG III. MAF
0900-0910 ENR HQ I CORPS (HOTEL PAD)BY HELO(III MAF)
0910-1015 VISIT WITH CG I CORPS
1015-1145 ENR TO/ATTEND 3D MAR DIV CEREMONY AND BUFFET
1145-1155 ENR HQ III MAF (LZ- 1)BY HEL O(III MAF
1155-1210 ENR NATIONAL POLICE TRANINING CENTER BY SEDAN(III MAF
1215-1410 VISIT NPTC
1410-1425 ENR HQ III MAF (LZ- 1) BY SEDAN(III MAF)
1425-1435 ENRLZZ425)3D AM TRACK BN
1435-1715 AS ARRANGED BY CG 1ST MAR DIV TO INCLUDE VISIT FSBS.

TO ARRIVE D N G BASE OPS BY 1715H.
ForDATE/TIME EVENT

7NOV69
DEPART FOR TSN BY T-391715-

2. LISTED BEL.OW ARE THE NAMES/TITLES OF INDIVIDUALS DEPCOMUSMACV
WILL MEET :
COL USMC - GUILD O CO ISPOTTI, CO, 7TH MARINES
LTCOL - RAY KUMMER OW , USMC, CO, 3/7
LTCO - KARL MEULLER, USMC, CO, 3/11
POLICE COMMISSIONER NGUYEN DUC THINH(POLICE SCHOOL U.S. GOD ENGLISH
LTCO - TIEP: REGIONAL NATIONAL POLICE CHIEF
MR. WALD BURMESTER : CHIEF PUBLIC SAFETY D IVISION CORD S
MR. CARL R. FR ITZ, DEPUTY FOR CORDS, I CORPS (ACTING)
3. CHANGES IN SPECIFIC TIMES FR OM REF A HAVE BEEN MADE TO
MEET LOCAL SCHEDULES WHICH CONFLICTED. BELIEVE GEN ROSSON'S
DESIRES AND REQUIREMENTS ARE MET.
GP-4
SS 0 NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
355
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DECLASSIFIED 

- I" MAt FORM 5216 (REV 1-69 
OPfuTlfi COD( FROM I DATE X • ORIGINATOR CO III fitAF ,e NOV '9 A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE 

( - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO{CONTROL DATE I (Opy NO. 
I - INFORMATION P .a_638Z NOV 69 2 .. COPIES REC'D. 5 - SIGNATURE OF 

ROUTE SECTION (ODE 
DATE 

IN OUT 
INITIAL SUBJECT CONF. DEftT I AL READDR!SIAL 

CG ATTACK ON FIB ST. GEORGE 
DCG 
CIS REMAUS 

DC/S 
ri~PaSllCth DCS PLANS 

DEPCORDS 
DSA ICTZ . , o Reta1a tor _1ICIIl •• 

SIS o neetror .n.r J"Gau.,. G·l 
G·2 ReturB r .. ~, ret.tl_. 
G·3 
G·4 " s..u. S1-·-
G·~ 
G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 
CHAP 
Clg 

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
FSEO 

HQ CMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAl 
ORD 
PMO 

POSTAL 

HAS BEEN SFN i PROTO 
PSYOPS .- ..,. 
RDHE 

, ~t')/;~O 

SJA 

COP SPL SERV COpy 2 Of 4 
SUPPLY 

E 
FORMED 0 

SfC 
Tce ;;2..5 SOT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAl SPlU) 

.• ;jl; :';E.S· .. >::':' ...• -~:," . '., .. • '~'l)~?' .• / ';:.·.,ifd'r ...... _ ... _ .. 

-' DECLASSIFIED 
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HEADOHARTERS

il MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
X - ORIGINATOR

08 NOV 69CG III MAFA - ACTION/COGNIZANCE
[ - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
I - INFORMATION P 0806382 NOV 69 42S - SIGNATURE COPIES RECDOFCOPY NO.

SUBJECTDATE
CONFIDENTIAL READDRESSALROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL

OUTIN

CG ATTACK ON FSB ST. GEORGE
DCG
C/S REMARKS

DC/S
DISPOSITION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

S/S
Destroy after routing.G-1

G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

HAS BEEN SEN

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDTE
REPRO
SJA

COPIEOFCOPY
SPL SERV

42
SUPPLY

FORMED O
SEC
TCC

25(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)SGT MAJ
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P a80638Z ZFF-! ZFF-4 
FM CU 1I I MA F 

'TO CG FIR Sf MARDIV 
CG AMER ICAL D IV 
ZEM 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ ____ ~~ ___ ~_~_.~._~r 

CON F IDE N T I A L/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN SIMPSON AND BGEN COOKSEY 
! FR(l'rl LIGEN NICKERSON. , 

1. THE F<LLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMAT ION: 
: QUOTE ' 

1. CCl'lUSMACV DIRECTED THAT THE FOLl.OWING MESSAGE BE RETRANSMITTED 
TO ADDRESSEE S: 

, QUOTE 
o 070310Z 

: FM LTG CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV NHA 
-4, 

TO ~ N ABRAMS C(l\1 USMA CV SGN 
: CON F IDE N T I A L NHT 2003 EYE 5 ONLY 
,SUBJECT: ATTACK ON FSB ST. GEORGE (u) 

4 
~ RECEIVED 

, 8, NOV Rtl.J 
: (C) THE FQ..LOWING MESSAGE FROM MG PEPI<E GIVING THE ACCOUNT 
i OF THE ATTACK ON FSB Sf. GEORGE CPR 856 145) IS REPEATED FOR 
I YOUR· INFORMAT ION. QUOTE : 
: ON 05 NOJEMBER 1969, 1ST BATTALION, 14TH INFANTRY, WAS OPERAT­
: ING IN ITS AO SOUTH OF CAMP EHARl. fSBSi'. GEORGE WAS OCCUPIED 

BY BN CP, CO D, RECON PLT AND Blv TRAINS. COMPANY B WAS OPERAT­
ING 8 KMS NE OF BN FSB; CO A WAS DEflOYED N OF THE JOSS WITH A 
SHeRT RANGE PATRCL (ffiP) srnEEN AGAINST POSSIBLE ENEMY MOVE-

,MENT FROM N (HAVING JUsr RETURt£D FROM TWO WEEKS OPCON TO 2/8 
i INF). CO C WA 5 6- 8 KM S WE Sf 0 I' FSB Sf. GE OR GE 0 N A COMB INED 
, OPERAT ION WITH R F, UN IT S FR OM PLE IKU, C ID G JiR OM PLE I ME, AND 

R FI PF FROM PH U NHON D 15TR ICT. CO A EM PLOYED FOUR NIGHT AM BUSHES; .< -s-( I) 
~9_C EMfLOYED FOUR NIGHT AMBUSHES; AND CO D HAD DEPLOYED FIVE 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

(I 

DECLASSIFIED

P 0806382 ZFF-1 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FIR ST MARDIV
CG IERICAL DIV
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN SIMPSON AND BGEN COO KSEY
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
1. COMUSMACV DIRECTED THAT THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE BE RETRANSMITTED
TO ADDRESSEES:
QUOTE
0 070310Z
FM LTG CORC ORAN CG I FFOR CEV NHA

RECEIVED
TO GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SGN

CONFIDENTIALNHT 2003 EYES ONLY
8, NOV P.M.SUBJECT: ATTACK ON F SB ST. GEORGE (U)

(C) THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM MG PEP KE GIVING THE ACCOUNT
OF THE ATTACK ON FSB ST. GE OR GE ( AR 856 145) IS REPEATED FOR
YOUR INFORMATION. QUOTE:
ON 05 N OV EMBER 1969, 1ST BATT AL ION, 14TH INFANTRY, WAS OPERAT
ING IN IT S AO SOUTH OF CAMP ENARI. FSB ST. GE OR GE WAS OCCUPIED
BY BN CP, CO D, RECON PLT AND BN TRAINS. COMPANY B WAS OPERAT -
ING 8 KMS NE OF BN FSB; CO A WAS DE PLOYED N OF THE FSB WITH A
SHORT RANGE PATR OL (SRP) SCREEN AGAINST POSSIBLE E NE MY MOVE-
ME NT FROM N CHAVING JUST RETURNED FR OM TWO WEEKS OPCON TO 2/8
INF). CO C WAS 6-8 KM S WE ST OF FSB ST. GE OR GE ON A COMBINED
OPERAT ION WITH RF UNITS FROM PLEIKU, CIDG FR OM PLE I ME, AND
RF/PF FROM PHU NHON DISTRICT. CO A EMPLOYED FOUR NIGHT AMBUSHES;

25(1)CO C EMPL OYED FOUR NIGHT AMBUSHES: AND CO D HAD DEPLOYED FIVE

25/1)
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~ 

(5) ~P'S AT A DISTANCE OF 3-4 KMS AROUND THE FSB. 
THE BN HAD BEEN ffiOUGH1: UP TO 21.3 ALERT -- CONDITION YELLOW ~­
AS A RESILT OF INCREASED ACTIVITY IN TI£ 4TH INF DIV AREA. 
NIGHT FIRE PROGRAM PLANNED WAS 61 ROS 105 HE AID 7'5 ROS 81lYlM 
MORT AR (INCL LD ING .30 RDS OF ILL UMI NAT ION). 
AT 0030 PI' PLT 2 KMS NW, OF F sa REPOO TED TO CP 1- 14 A PROBE BY 
AN ESTIMATED NVA FLT. THIS REPORT LATER PROVED TO BE FALSE. 
SIMULTANEOUSLY, FSB Sf. GEORGE BEGAN RECEIVING INTENS!: B-40 AND 
Aur OM AT IC RIFLE FIRE. A HEAVY SAPPER ATTACK BY AN ESTIMATED 
TWO ftTS STRUCK THE PERII~ETER WIRE FROM SAND W. WPRNING OF 
THE ATTACK WAS PROVIDED BY TRIP FLARES, A TOTAL OF 17 BEIR; , 
ACmrVATED DURING THE COURSE OF THE NIGHI'. THE IN!T IAL ATTACK 
INA S MA INTA IN ED UNTIL 0 1.3 0~ 
AT 0045 WEIer-DAVIS ROCK QUARRY REPORTED TO 1-14 CP RECEIVING 
APPROXIMATELY 20 RDS OF GIW AND 60MM MORTAR. RESLLTS: TWO 
LIGHfLY WOUNDED. DUSfOFF NOT REQUIRED. 
A FLARE SHIP WAS ON STATION 0125; GUNSHIPS ON STATION 0135. 
l:ETWEEN 0130 AND 0200 THERE WAS A NOTI~;'ABLE LULL, ALTHO[pH 
ENEMY SNIPING CONTINUED. 
AT 0200 THE ENEMY LAUNCHED A $COND ATTACK AGAINST THE PERI­
METER, CONCENTRAT INGON THE WESTERN EDGE. MAKING A DETERMINED 
EFFORT TO BREACH THE W IRE THE ENEMY CO NT INUED IO EMPLOY B-40 AN) 
HEAVY AUTOMATIC RIFLE FIRE. DEFENSE USED CLAYMORES, 105 ARTY 
<INCLUDING FIRECRACKER), 4.2 MCRTARS, 61 MORTARS, ALL INDIVIDU-
AL WEAPONS, CS (E-8) CANNISTER, AID XM-191 MULTISHOT FLAME 
WEAPONS. THE ENEMY ATTACK CONTINUED FOR'TliO HOURS AN) TWENTY 
MIN ur ES. 
ATm420 TMERE WAS A'L-:I:L-L IN EtJE-MY--FfRE.--5itf-Pf-NG-~o-NTI:Nt:1ElT. ~-~,---
SAPPERS HAD THROWN LARGE QUANTITIES OF SATCHEL CHARGES (61 WERE 
RECOVERED UNEXR..(])ED), AlID HOMEMADE HAW GRENADES, FIRST DUST-
OFF WA S COMPLE TED, 0302 HOUR S. 
AT 0507 A RESUPPL'{ OF SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION WAS MADE TO F93 
sr. GE ORGE. 
AT 13610 THE ENEMY Cet-lMENCED HEAVY SNIPER FIRE FROM THE E AND 
SE.' AS DAWN APPROACHED THE ENEMY PINNED DOWN AROUrtl THEOl1l'­
SIDE OF T HE PER IMET ER BEGAN TO TR Y AND EVAD E. AGA IN GUN SH IP S 
AND ART ILLERY WERE EMft. OYED (INQ..W ING FIRECR ACKER) • ' 
AT 0830 Ttf: RECON PLT, 1-14, SUPPORTED BY A MECH FLT, 2-8, ., 5(':\} 
Mil/ED SOUTH our OF sr. GEa1GE AIV SWEPT CLOCKWISE AROUND THE -< 
our SIDE OF FSB. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(5) SRP'S AT A DISTANCE OF 3-4 KMS AROUND THE FSB.
THE BN HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP TO 2/3 AL ERT -- CONDITION YELLOW
AS A RESULT OF INCREASED ACTIVITY IN THE 4TH INF D IV AREA.
NIGHT FIRE PROGRAM PLANNED WAS 61 RDS 105 HE AND 75 RD S 81MM
MORT AR (INCLUDING 30 RDS OF ILLUMINATION).
AT 0030 PF PLT 2 KMS NW OF F SB REPORTED TO CP 1-14 A PROBE BY
AN ESTIMATED NV A PLT. THIS RE PORT L AT ER PROVED TO BE FALSE.
SIMULTANEOUSLY, FSB ST. GE OR GE BEGAN RECEIVING INTENSE B-40 AND
AUTOMATIO RIFLE FIRE. A HEAVY SAPPER ATTACK BY AN ESTIMATED
TWO PL TS STRUCK THE PERIMETER WIRE FROM S AND W. WARNING OF
THE ATTACK WAS PROVIDED BY TR IP FLARES, A TOTAL OF 17 BEING
ACTIVATED DURING THE COURSE OF THE NIGHT. THE INITIAL ATTACK
WAS MAINTAINED UNT :IL 0130.
AT 0045 WEIGT-DAVIS R OCK QUARRY REPORTED TO 1-14 CP RECEIVING
APPR OX IMATELY 20 RDS OF GIW AND 60MM MORTAR. RESULTS: TWO
LIGHTLY WOUNDED. DUST OFF NOT REQUIRED.
A FLARE SHIP WAS ON STATION 0125; GUNSHIPS ON STATION 0135.
BETWEEN 0130 AND 0200 THERE WAS A NOTICE ABLE LULL, ALT HOUGH
ENEMY SNIPING CONTINUED.
AT 0200 THE E NE MY LAUNCHED A SE CO ND ATTACK AGAINST THE PERI-
METER, CONCENTRAI ING ON THE WESTERN EDGE. MAKING A DETERMINED
EFFORT TO BREACH THE WIRE THE ENEMY CONTINUED TO EMPLOY B-40 AND
HEAVY AUTOMATIC RIFLE FIRE. DE FENSE USED CLAYMORES, 105 ARTY
(INCLUDING FIRECRACKER), 4.2 MORTARS, 81 MORTARS, ALL INDIVIDU-
AL WEAPONS, CS (E-8) CANNISTER, A ND XM- 191 MULTISHOT FLAME
WEAPONS. THE ENEMY ATTACK CONTINUED FOR TWO HOURS AND TWENTY
MINUTES.

0420 THERE WAS NEIEMY FIRE. SNIPING CONTINUEDAT
SAPPERS HAD THR OW N LARGE QUANTITIES OF SATCHEL CHARGES (61 WERE
RECOVERED UNEXPLODED) AND HOMEMADE HA ND GRE NADES, FIR ST UST-
OFF WAS COMPLETED 03 02 HOURS.
AT 05 07 A RESUPPLY OF SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION WAS MADE TO FSB
ST. GE OR GE .

AT 0610 THE E NEMY COMMENCED HEAVY SNIPER FIRE FROM THE E AND
SE. AS DAWN APPROACHED THE ENEMY PINNED DOWN AR OUND THE OUT -
SIDE OF THE PER IMETER BEGAN TO TRY AND EVADE. AGAIN GUNSHIPS
AND ART ILLERY WERE EMPLOYED (INCLUDING FIRE CR ACKER)
AT 0830 THE RECON PLT, 1-14, SUPPORTED BY A MECH PLT, 2-8,

25/21MOVED SOUTH OUT OF ST. GE OR GE AND SWE PT CLOCKWISE AROUND THE
OUT SIDE OF FSB.

25/2)
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AT 0930 CO B WAS LIFTED BY HELICOPTER FROM ITS AO 8 ~S TO 
THE NE AND AERIAL ASSALLTED INTO BLOCKING 'POSITIONS 911 OF ST. 
GEORGE, THE DIRECTION IN WHICH THE ENEMY WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE 
WITHDRAW N. 

"RESULTS TO DATE: 0700,6 NOV 69) /1 

US KIA - 9 " 
US W IA - 31 
EN KIA - 40 NVA 
EN PYi _. 1 ('fJ A, 
C IA - 1 1 AK 4 7' S 

9 RPG (25 & 75) 
1 PI sr Cl.;-

61 SAT CHEL CHARGES 

\ 

THIS WAS A N EXTREMELY DETERM INED EFFORT TO OVERR UN A B N FSB, 
DESI'ROY ARTILLERY AND CAUSE HEAVY CASUALTIES. A SUsrAINED 
ATTACK OF THIS NATURE IS A RARE EVENT IN THE EXPERIEN~ OF 
THE 4TH INF DIV, THE a..OSEST PARALLEL BEIOO THE ATTACK ON OASIS 
ON 11 MAY. THE SUCCESS .OF THE DEFENSE CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO 
SfRONG FORTIFICATIONS, A COMffiEHENSIVE SYSTEM OF BPRRIER SAND 
ANT IPERSONNEL DEV ICES SUCH AS TRIP FLARES A~ CLAYMORES, AND 
THE TIMELY EMPLOYMENT OF ILLUMINATiON, ARTILLERY, At{) GUNSHIP 
SUPPORT. END QUOTE. 
2. WARM REGARDS 
GP-4 ' 

SSO NOTE:, DELIVER DURING DUTY HOrnS 
100 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 4 

...... "\ • I, '",1. 

DECLASSIFIED

AT 0930 CO B WAS L IFTED BY HEL ICOPTER FROM ITS AO 8 KM S TO
THE NE AND AERIAL ASSAULTED INTO BLOCKING POSITIONS SW OF ST.
GEORGE, THE DIRECTION IN WHICH THE ENEMY WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE
WITHDRAWN.

"RE SULT S TO DATE: (1700, 6 NOV 69)
US KIA - 9
US WIA - 31
EN KIA - 40 NVA
EN PW - 1 NV A.

CIA - 11 AK 47'S
9 RPG (2S & 7S)
1 PISTOL

61 SATCHEL CHARGES
THIS WAS AN EXTREMELY DETERMINED EFFORT TO OVERRUN A BN FSB,
DE ST R O Y ARTILLERY AND CA USE HEAVY CASUALTIES. A SUSTAINED
ATTACK OF THIS NATURE IS A RARE EVENT IN THE EXPERIENCE OF
THE 4TH INF DIV, THE CLOSEST PARALLEL BEING THE ATTACK ON OASIS
ON 11 MAY. THE SUCCE SS OF THE DE FENSE CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO
STRONG FORTIFICATIONS, A COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF BARRIER S AND
ANT IPER SONNEL DEVICES SUCH AS TRIP FLARES AND CLAYMORES, AND
THE TIMELY EMPLOYMENT OF ILLUMINATION, ARTILLERY, AND GUNSHIP
SUPPORT. END QUOTE.
2. WARM REGARDS
GP-4

COPIES
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS

OF700

COPY 2

HAS BEEN SENT
25/3)
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SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

III MAFFORM 5216 (REV 8-69 
O~EUTION CODE FROM DATE x - ORIGINATOR 

A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 
I - INFORMATION 
S - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION (ODE 

CG III MAF 12 NOV 69 

SERIAL NO.(CONTROL DATE . r 
P 111456 Z NO V 69 I (OPY NO. 2 OF 4 COPIES RE('D. 

DATE INITIAL SUBJECT SECRET1EYES ONL Y!FOR MGEN 
I,N OUT TOWNSEND FROM L TGEN N I CK.ERSON 

I---I------,C~G,.....-+-~::r=-J-/-· . .i --;;';-+--/l---f...,-,,"";, .,.n..;";"';"'J-+--~. V IS' T OF D EPCO MU SMA CV TO I CT Z 
DCG ::r ''1~ ·7 NOV 69 

DCS PLANS DIS PffiTlON: 

DEPCORDS 
DSA ICTZ o Retain r~ _ mcmt.ha. 

G-l 
S/S f. ///IZ-

f o Destroy atter routing. 

G-2 
G-3 

o Return for permanent retentiOll. 

G-4 ,section Simature 
G-!> 
G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 
CHAP 
CIS 

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
FSEO 

HQ CMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAl 
ORO 
PMO 

~--+-=-?..:..:.::~::..:.J-=-~-I---+----+----+--'-~ HAS BEE N 
RDTH 
REPRO 
SJA 

SPlSERV COpy 2- or Lj COP II S 
SUPPLY 
oRMEDO 

SfC 
Tee 

ISCfMAJ. (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
SECRET

III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X ORIGINATOR 12 NOV 69CG 111 MAF
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE
( -- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
I
- INFORMATION P 111456Z NOV 69

COPY NO. 2 OF 4S - SIGNATURE COPIES REC'D.

SUBJECT SECRET/EYES ONLY/FOR MGENDATE
ROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSONIN OUT

Was been VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO ICTZICG
7 NOV 69IDCG

IC/S REMARKS
1

thisDC/S I
DIS POSTION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

any
11/12xS/S

Destroy after routing.G-1
G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4

SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL

HAS BEEN SENT

PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

REPRO

COPY 2 OF 4 COPIES
SJA

SPL SERV
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SIC
TCC
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P ,-111456l L.I'"Ji-4 
FM CG III MAl' 
TO C OMU SMA CV 
UM ~ . 

DECLASSIFIED 

SEC RET/EYES ONLY/FOR I'1GEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
VISII:,.,OF DEPCOI1USMACV TO ICTZ 1 NOV 1969 
A. COr.1USMACV CITE 32267 DTG 301105Z MAY 69 
1. FOLL ON ING SUBMITTED IN ACC ORDANCE WITH REF A. 
2. GEN ROSSON'S VISIT CONSISTED OF THREE PARTS: 
ffiIEFING/DISCUSSION AT HQ I CORPS, DEPARTURE CEREMONY 
(F 3D MARINE DIVISION AND VISIT TO 1ST MARINE DIVISION. 
3. PART ONE: GENERAL ROSSON ARR IVED DANANG BASE OPS . 
AT 010900H NOV 1969, WAS MET BY LTGEN NICKERSON AND 
ESCORTED TO HQ I CORPS. GEN ROSSON WAS BR IEFED BY I 
CCRP S STAFF AS FOLLOWS: 
A. CURRENT SITUATION BY G-2/G-3. 
B. UP DATE ON ALL OPERATIONS UNDERWAY WITH TOTAL FOR 
YEAR TO DATE. 
C. ACTIVATIONS OF PF AND RF UNITS WITH EMPHASIS ON 
TRAINING RF/PF PERSONNEL IN INTELLIGENCE, REFRESHER ON 
MINE DETECTION AND THE I CORPS INTENSIFIED PACIFICATION 
PROGRAM. 
D. GEN ROSSON DISCUSSED NEW TAX ON WATER PUMPS AND THE 
INCREASE COST OF RICE. GEN LAM MENTIONED THE RISING 
COST CF GASOLINE AND TRANSPORTATION AS CONTRIBUTING 
FACTORS IN THE RISING COST OF FOOD. 
E. I CORPS STAFF BRIEFING. THE FOLLOWING PERSONS 
ATTENDED: LTGEN NICKERSON, COL UNGERLEIDER, COL VINH 
AND COL DANG. LTCOL BINH (G-2) AND LTCOLNHAU (G-3) 
WERE BRIEFING OFFICERS 
4. PART II: AT 071015H NOV 1969 GEN ROSSON ACCOMPANIED 
~ LTGEN LAM AND LTGEN NICKERSON DEPARTED I CORPS HQ FOR 
MWSH-17 HANGER OF DEPARTURE CEREMONY OF THE 3D MARINE 
DIVISION. GEN ROSSON WAS GREETED BY MGEN JONES. GEN 
ROSSON ADDRESSED THE FORf1ATION. AFTER THE FORMATION ['t;GEN 
"SIMPSON ESCORTED GEN ROSSON TO THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION' HQ .• 

DECLASSIFIED 

~r(;) 

DECLASSIFIED

P 1114562 LFF-4
FM CG KII MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
S C R E T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF DEPCOMUSMACV TO ICTZ 7 NOV 1969
A. COMUSMACV CITE 32267 DTG 301105Z MAY 69
1. FOLLOWING SUBMITTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A.
2. GEN ROSSON'S VISIT CONSISTED OF THREE PARTS:
BRIEFING/DISCUSSION AT HQ I CORPS, DEPARTURE CEREMONY

RECEIVEDIF 3D MARINE DIVISION AND VISIT TO 1ST MARINE DIVISION.

12 NOV A.M.3. PART ONE : GENERAL ROSSON ARRIVED DANANG BASE OPS
AT 070900H NOV 1969, WAS MET BY LTGEN NICKERSON AND
ESCORTED TO HQ I CORPS. GEN ROSSON WAS BRIEFED BY I
CORPS STAFF AS FOLLOWS:
A. CURRENT SITUATION BY G-2/G-3.
B. UP DATE ON ALL OPERATIONS UNDERWAY WITH TOTAL FOR
YEAR TO DATE.
C. ACTIVATIONS OF PF AND RF UNITS WITH EMPHASIS ON
TRAINING RF/PF PERSONNEL IN INTELLIGENCE, REFRESHER ON
MINE DETECTION AND THE I CORPS INTENSIFIED PACIFICATION
PR OGRAM.
D. GEN R OSSON DISCUSSED NEW TAX ON WATER PUMPS AND THE
INCREASE COST OF RICE. GEN LAM MENTIONED THE RISING
COST OF GASOLINE AND TRANSPORTATION AS CONTRIBUTING
FACTORS IN THE RISING COST OF FOOD.
E. I CORPS STAFF BRIEFING. THE FOLLOWING PERSONS
ATTENDED: LTGEN NICKERSON, COL UNGERLEIDER , COL VINH
AND COL DANG. LTCOL BINH (G-2) AND LTCOL NHAU (G-3)
WERE BRIEFING OFFICERS
4. PART II: AT 071015H NOV 1969 GEN ROSSON ACCOMPANIED
BY LTGEN LAM AND LTGEN NICKERSON DEPARTED I CORPS HQ FOR
MWSH- 17 HANGER OF DEPARTURE CEREMONY OF THE 3D MARINE
DIVISION. GEN ROSSON WAS GREETED BY MGEN JONES. GEN
ROSSON ADDRESSED THE FORMATION. AFTER THE FORMATION MGEN

28(1)SIMPSON ESCORTED GEN ROSSON TO THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION HQ.
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5. PART I II: BEN ROSSON ON -THE AFTERNOoN OF 7 NOV 1 srS-9, 
WAS ESCORTED B Y ':~GEN SIMPSON AND TOURED THE 1ST (l1ARINE 
DIV lSI ON STAND D Q1JJN CE:NTER FOR INFANTRY COMPAN rES ("STAC!\ 
ARMS"); J 01 NED HERE BY LTG EN LAftl_ AND LTGEN NICKERSON; 
1fH MARINES AND DIS ARTY BN 3/11 AT LZ BALDY ANDFSB ROSS 
PLUS FORWARD CP OF 1ST ARVN ARMORED BRIGADE AT FSB ROSS. 
IN ADDTION, HE WITNESSED A DEMONSTRATION ON THE 
1.L\JTEGRATED OBSERVATION DEVICE (l.O.D.) AND XM-174 CM-79 
~1ACHINE GUN). GEN ROSSON SEEIVlED TO BE INTENSELY INTER-
ESTED IN EVERYTHING AND EVERYBODY HE SAW. HE WAS PARTI­
CULARLY INTERESTED IN ARVN ARMORED BRIGADE AND QUESTIONED 
CO (COL HIEP) AND CG I CORPS (LTGEN LAl''J) REGARDING COM­
POSTIONOF BRIGADE AND PLANS FOR FUTURE EMPLOYMENT. NO 
LNUSUAL Y SIGNIFICANT COMMENTS AND SPED IFIGGU IDANCE ISSUeD. 
6. AT 071715H NOV 1969 GEN ROSSON DEPAwi'ED AREA FOR . - ": 
DANANG BASE OPS ESCORTED BY LTGEN LAM, LTGEN NICKERSON 
MGEN SIMPSON AND COL UNGERLEIDER AND DEPARTED FOR TSN. 
GP-4 

---480-.-,----, __ . ___________ -,-- ---'-'---"'-----__ ~-
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5. PART III: GEN ROSSON ON THE AFTERNOON OF 7 NOV 1969,
WAS ESCORTED BY MGEN SIMPSON AND TOURED THE 1ST MARINE
DIVISION STAND D OWN CENTER FOR INFANTRY COMPANIES ("STACK
ARMS"); JOINED HERE BY LTGEN LAM. AND LIGEN NICKERSON;
7TH MARINES AND D/S ARTY BN 3/11 AT LZ BALDY AND FSB ROSS
PLUS FORWARD CP OF 1ST ARVN ARMORED BRIGADE AT FSB ROSS.
IN ADDTION, HE WITNESSED A DEMONSTRATION ON THE
INTEGRATED OBSERVATION DEVICE (I.O.D.) AND XM-174 (M-79
MACHINE GUN). GEN ROSSON SEEMED TO BE INTENSELY INTER-
ESTED IN EVERYTHING AND EVERYBODY HE SAW. HE WAS PART I -
CULARLY INTERESTED IN ARVN ARMORED BRIGADE AND QUESTIONED
CO (COL HIEP) AND CG I CORPS (LIGEN LAM) REGARDING COM-
POSTION OF BRIGADE AND PLANS FOR FUTURE EMPLOYMENT. NO
UNUSUALY SIGNIFICANT COMMENTS AND SPEDIFIC GUIDANCE ISSUED.
6. AT 071715H NOV 1969 GEN ROSSON DEPARTED AREA FOR
DANANG BASE OPS ESCORTED BY LIGEN LAM, LTGEN NICKERSON
MGEN SIMPSON AND COL UNGERLEIDER AND DEPARTED FOR TSN.
GP-4
480
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ToP SEC R i T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN 
NICKERSON 
PERSCWtiEL ADJUSTMENTS RElATED TO THE AMALGAMaTION OF 
III MAl' HEADQUARTERS AND XXIV CORPS 
A. CG III ~F LTR 26D/CRS OVER 3000 SEH: 000122369 OF 

30 OCT 1969, SUBd: RIF ... AM~LGt'tMATION . . 
F. CG III Mi-\r. 020534Z NOV 69 
1. St REFERENCE A, 1 FORWARDED A PROPOSED PLkN ON THE 
AMAl.GAMAT ION OF tHii 11 I MAl' HEADQUMRTERS AND XXIV CORPS 
HEADQUARTERS. THIS PLAN RECOMMENDiD AN IMPLEMENT'-1TION 
DATE COMMENCING ON OR ABOUT THE 15TH OF DECEMBER. IT IS 
I14DERST OOD THAT FOR WARIOUS REASONS THIS 15 DECEMBER 
TARGET DATE MAY NOT BE MET AND THE DECISION TO IMPLE­
MENT THE AMALGAMATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS MAY BE DELAYED. 
2. REGARDLESS OF THIS, THERE ARE CENTAIN PERSONNiL 
AcTIONS wHICH MUST BE tAKEN IN THE l~MEDIATE FutURE. BY 
REFER"ENcE B. I RLQUESTED YOUR CONSIDERATION IN THE 
ASSIGNMENT OF AN ARMY COLONEL TO REPLACE COLONEL CANTON 
AS Mt 6-2 WHEN CANTON LEAVES SOMETIME IN DECEMBER. I 
UNDERSTAND, IN LIAISON WItH YOUR HEADQUARTERS, THAT 
ACTION IS BEING TAKEN IN THIS AREA. 
3. 1. DO HAVE TO COME TO GRIPS WITH PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS 
IN MY STAFF THAT REQUIRE ACTION IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE 
orHER THAN THE 6-2 t\S f'JENT IONED flBOVE. FOR EXr\MPLE, I rd"l 
MOVING THE ASSlSTANT G-3 TO MEET ANOTHER R£QUIRE~ENT ON 
1. DECEMBER 1969. IN tHE SAME AANNER HS tHE ABO'le., tHIS 0 

ml.LET SHOULD APPROPRIATELY BE FILttD BY AN AdMY COLONEL. 
I CANNOT l.EAVE THIS BILLEt VACANt FOR LONG. ACCORDINGLY. 

: :1 INTEND TO ORDER A MARINE INTO THE BILLET. HOWEVER, I 
WOULD PREFER TO PROCEED WITH THE AMALGAMATION. 
4. MY CHIEF 01 STAFf, UNDER THE NORMAL COURSE OF EVENTS, 
IS DUE TO L.EAVE SOMETIME IN DECEN8ER. THE MARINE CORPS 
HAD j'.\ BRIGADIER PROGRAMMED TO ltELIEVE MY G ... 3 AND MY 6 ... 3 

~ wOULD HAVE MOVED UP TO BE MY CHIEF OF STAFF. HOWii.VER, 0 

J mCAUS::' OF THE PLANNING INVl..OVED WITH THE AMALG,.MATION OF 
THE HEADQUARTERS, H£ADQU~RTERS MARINE CORPS HAS HELD THE 

! RePLACEMENT BRIGfiOIER IN THE srMIES ON THE POSSI8ILITY 
: THAt AN ARMY BRIGKDIEk WOUL.D RELIEVE £flY PRESi.;NT CHIEF OF 
• Sl'AFF. IF THE AMALGAMATION IS TO BE DEAlYED, I MUST 
i kDVlSE HEADQUARtERS MARINE CORPS TO PROVlDE It BRIGADIER 
j Rt:ptACEMENT. AND 1 MUST ADVISE THEM NOW. If' ·THE AMALCb-

I 
~T 1 ~ IS TO SE EFFEe'CED ON 15 DECEMBER OR SHORTt.. Y THERE­
AFTER, IT WON'T B£ NECESSARY FOR HQMC TO ORDER A 
fRIGADIER to III MAr 
5. YOUR EARLY REPLY WOULD BE DEEPLY APPRECElntED. 

i C. WARM liGAIDS. 

roo .. --·SSll NOTEt DELiV£n~-wORnfttt·f{&tIRs-:'::.. ~_o;~· 
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P 1308932 ZFF-4
FM CG 111 MAF
TO COMUSNACV
ZEM
T OPSECRE T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
PERSONNEL ADJUSTMENTS RELATED TO THE AMALGAMATION OF
III MAF HEADQUARTERS AND XXIV CORPS
A. CG III MAF LTR 26D/CRS OVER 3000 SER: 000122369 OF

30 OCT 1969, SUBJ: RIF-AMALGAMATION
B CG III MAF 020534Z NOV 69
1. BY REFERENCE A, I FORWARDED A PROPOSED PLAN ON THE
AMALGAMATION OF THE III MAF HEADQUARTERS AND XXIV CORPS
HEADQUARTERS. THIS PLAN RECOMMENDED AN IMPLEMENT: TION
DATE COMMENCING ON OR ABOUT THE 15TH OF DECEMBER. IT IS
UNDERST OOD THAT FOR WARIOUS REASONS THIS 15 DECEMBER
TARGET DATE MAY NOT BE MET AND THE DECISION TO IMPLE-
MENT THE AMALGAMATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS MAY BE DELAYED.
2. REGARDLESS OF THIS, THERE ARE CENTAIN PERSONNEL
ACTIONS WHICH MUST BE TAKEN IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE. BY
REFERENCE B, I REQUESTED YOUR CONSIDERATION IN THE
ASSIGNMENT OF AN ARMY COLONEL TO REPLACE COLONEL CANTON
AS MY G-2 WHEN CANTON LEAVES SOMETIME IN DECEMBER. I
UNDERSTAND, IN LIAISON WITH YOUR HEADQUARTERS, THAT
ACTION IS BEING TAKEN IN THIS AREA.
3. I DO HAVE TO COME TO GRIPS WITH PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS
IN MY STAFF THAT REQUIRE ACTION IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE
OTHER THAN THE G-2 AS MENTIONED ABOVE. FOR EXAMPLE, I AM
MOVING THE ASSISTANT G-3 TO MEET ANOTHER REQUIREMENT ON
1. DECEMBER 1969. IN THE SAME AANNER AS THE ABOVE, THIS
BILLET SHOULD APPROPRIATELY BE FILLED BY AN ARMY COLONEL.
I CANNOT LEAVE THIS BILLET VACANT FOR LONG. ACCORDINGLY,
I INTEND TO ORDER A MARINE INTO THE BILLET. HOWEVER, I
WOULD PREFER TO PROCEED WITH THE AMALGAMATION.
4. MY CHIEF OF STAFF, UNDER THE NORMAL COURSE OF EVENTS,
IS DUE TO LEAVE SOMETIME IN DECEMBER. THE MARINE CORPS
HAD A BRIGADIER PROGRAMMED TO RELIEVE MY G-3 AND MY G-3
WOULD HAVE MOVED UP TO BE MY CHIEF OF STAFF. HOWEVER,
BECAUSE OF THE PLANNING INVLOVED WITH THE AMALG. MATION OF
THE HEADQUARTERS, HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS HAS HELD THE
REPLACEMENT BRIGHDIER IN THE STATES ON THE POSSIBILITY
THAT AN ARMY BRIGHDIER WOULD RELIEVE MY PRESENT CHIEF OF
STAFF. IF THE AMALGAMATION IS TO BE DEALYED, I MUST
ADVISE HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS TO PROVIDE A BRIGADIER
REPLACEMENT, AND I MUST ADVISE THEM NOW. IF THE AMALG..
MATION IS TO BE EFFECTED ON 15 DECEMBER OR SHORTLY THERE-
AFTER, IT WON'T BE NECESSARY FOR HQMC TO ORDER A
ERIGADIER TO III MAF
5. YOUR EARLY REPLY WOULD BE DEEPLY APPRECEIATED.
6. WARM REGARDS.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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G. QUESTIOt'l: aliGRT Or il~E:~1lY'S CRC.S5ING THE'DI'iZ,­
JUST iiCW iYiUCH TR0UBLE CAi~ HE GIVE YOU? WH,~T IS HIS 

LGAPABILITY TO Ii~FLICT I'JhX U. S. C;:,;,SudLTlc:.S? f·dy3Wa1: 
-Wc.--:--CA i~ -Gbi~T AI N ~tfli'ij "'Btrr~' HE -1'1;;'1 '"cAUSE A- Cor OF D.&. [.;.-:~;: IF 

1-'E CriOOSES TO COi'Il"HT i.jLL OF HIS FORCES. ThEY AHt. HiRE 
i~O'"lJ IF Hi j)EcIDES IT \HLL BE TO }iIS kDVRI'lT..Gi. hE: 
COULlitJ'T LHST 1'10RE THA;~ TWO OR POSSIBLY THREE t4EEK6. 

H. SIR ROBERT CO,vJI\1d:I~TED O;~ HIS OOi'JFlj)Ei~CE Ii,. ami 
ABIL ITY TO STOP T HE E[~ElilY BUT EXPRESSED C CNCERiv OVER THE 
U. S. PUBLIC'S REACTION TO SUSTMIi~ED Ht.AVY LOSSES. iiE 
PrlOB£D FOR O?INIO~S O~ THE ENijY'S INTE~TIO~5 ~hICH 

i RESULTED Ii~ A DISCUSSIO['j OF POSSIBILITIES. 
I iJ. PSA, QHAi~G t~IHj PROVliIjCE, 9 r!OV .69. Ti-iE PARTY. (J~RIV­
i ED AT HOI Ar. BY USf:iC HELICOPTExS HT 1120 i-\S SCfIi!;DUL~D. 
I THEY WERE i"lET AT THE HELO PAD BY LTCOL lUHN, DEPUTY 
: PROVUCE CHI~F FOR PHCIFICATlOi~, LTCOL HUNG, D"PU'fY 
· PROVINce: CHIEF FOR Si!:CURITY, Ai~D ;,']R. PARK~R, PROVIi~C~ . 
· SZIHCR ADVISOR. COL LE 1ftl TIN, THt!: PROVINCE CHIEF, 

Et:Ii~G ILL, vIAS NOT ABLE TO RECE:IVE THE VISITORS hT i-.i\jY 
TI~E DURI~G THE VISIT. 

A. THE OFFICIALS WERE TAKEN Te PROVli~CE HE . .:.;DQU,~,RTERS 
WERE LTcOL TUAl~ PRES~;,jTti:U H TWENTY ;Vlli~UTE BRIC:FIi~G ON THE 
MILITARY SITUATIO~ AND O~ THE ST~TUS OF P~CIFICAIION. 
UPON C0I1PLETION OF Tat: BR IEFING THE PrlRTY \1 ... 5 TnK!]'i~ TO 
THE PROVlwcE CHIEF'S HOUSE FOR LUNCH, HOSTED BY i',R. 
NGUYE[~ KHAl~H, THl:: j)EPUTY FOR HDNINISTRi~.TION. 

B. AFTER LUNCH, AT ABGUT 1330 HOURS, THE p.~~rnY 1;}; •. S 
Tp.KEl~ TO THE WATERFRmrr WHERE THEY BOARDt:D BO"TS FOri 

· TRANSFER TO XUYEN LONG ISLA i~D. HT XUYJ:.:iIJ L01~G, THEY 
: WERE BRIEFED BY THE Ole OIl] THE HISTORY killD THi!: PL.·.I~S FOR 
: DEVELOPl!.~~iH OF XUYEN L Oi~G hS A REFUGE£:: SETTLiZi·iEi\lT. THIS 
: ffiIEFING viAS FOLL CWED BY A :,vl~,LKHjG TOUR OF THe; nil) 
: Rl!:FUGfE HA[(IlETS, ESCORTED BY THE VILL~.G£ CHILF .'.iJLJ riF 
! CO\lj?A;JY COi'JI"iA:~0EK. Ii~ THIS AREA, SIR ROBERT L.LK£D wITH 
I THE HArrllET CHIEF, CHIZi" OF VILLhGi POL ICE:, P!:iGF Pl;.RSOi-JNEL 
, him WITH A FE-IN OF THE Rl!:FUGEES. 
i S50 [WI;!. DELIVER Di.iRli~G WORKING HOURS 
i ~-4 .• 
i ~0 
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G. QUESTION: SHORT OF ENEMY'S CROSSING THE DMZ,
JUST HOW MUCH TROUBLE CAN HE GIVE YOU? WHAT IS HIS
CAPABILITY TO INFLICT MAX U. S. CASUALTIES? ANSWER:
WE CAN CONTAIN HIM BUT HE MAY CAUSE A LOT OF DAMAGE IF
HE CHOOSES TO COMMIT ALL OF HIS FORCES. THEY ARE HERE
NOW IF HE DECIDES IT WILL BE TO HIS ADVANT.GE. HE
COULDN'T LAST MORE THAN TWO OR POSSIBLY THREE WEEKS.

H. SIR ROBERT COMMENTED ON HIS CONFIDENCE IN OUR
ABILITY TO STOP THE ENEMY BUT EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE
U. S. PUELIC'S REACTION TO SUSTAINED HEAVY LOSSES. HE
PROBED FOR OPINIONS ON THE ENEMY'S INTENTIONS WHICH
RESULTED IN A DISCUSSION OF POSSIBILITIES.
4. PSA, QHANG NAM PROVINCE, S NOV 69. THE PARTY ARRIV-
ED AT HOI AN BY USMC HELICOPTERS AT 1120 AS SCHEDULED.
THEY WERE MET AT THE HELO PAD BY LTCOL TUAN, DEPUTY
PROVINCE CHIEF FOR PACIFICATION, LTCOL HUNG, DEPUTY
PROVINCE CHIEF FOR SECURITY, AND MR. PARKER, PROVINCE

SENIOR ADVISOR. COL LE TRI TIN, THE PROVINCE CHIEF,
BEING ILL, WAS NOT ABLE TO RECEIVE THE VISITORS AT ANY
TIME DURING THE VISIT.

A. THE OFFICIALS WERE TAKEN TO PROVINCE DQUARTERS
WERE LTCOL TUAN PRESENTED A TWENTY MINUTE BRIEFING ON THE
MILITARY SITUATION AND ON THE STATUS OF PACIFICATION.
UP ON COMPLETION OF THE BRIEFING THE PARTY WAS TAKEN TO
THE PROVINCE CHIEF'S HOUSE FOR LUNCH, HOSTED BY M.R.

NG UYE N KHANH, THE DEPUTY FOR ADMINISTRA TION.
B. AFTER LUNCH, AT ABOUT 1333 HOURS, THE PARTY WAS

TAKEN TO THE WATERFRONT WHERE THEY BOARDED BO FOR
TRANSFER TO XUYEN LONG ISLAND. AT XUYEN LONG, THEY
WERE BRIEFED BY THE OIC ON THE HISTORY AND THE PL NS FOR
DEVELOPEMNT OF XUYEN LONG AS A REFUGEE SETTLEMENT. THIS
BRIEFING WAS FOLLOWED BY A WALKING TOUR OF THE TWO
REFUGEE HAMLETS, ESCORTED BY THE VILLAGE CHIEF AND RF
COMPANY COMMANDER. IN THIS AREA, SIR ROBERT T.L.KED WITH
THE HAMLET CHIEF, CHIEF OF VILLAGE POLICE, PSDF PERSONNEL
AND WITH A FEW OF THE REFUGEES.
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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SEC R E !/EYES Oi~L Y/F'QR ;·jGElv TCWi~SEIIiD F'ri GI-; LTG..:.t,idCXSnSON 
SECT I Oi~ TW 0 
VISIT OF' SIR ROEERT THOMPSON 

C. AT ABOLlT 143£i HOUliS, THii: P,::RTY AG,·dl\j EG,J,f{lJED 'lhE 
BGATS Aim TRAVELED TO CA;:; rJ:~jVj ISLp.;~D, l.JHERl!. Oi'il:. 6F In!!. 
PR OV liijCi' 5 \·;eST DiViL GPiD V1LLI-I GE ;·.ili!.r:.S IS LOCAILD. l-:E:RC 
iiE ;,jET AivD TALKED \V ITH THE DISIR ICT CHIEF, VILL.,Gi CLIEF 
}li~D HA~jLET OFfiICIRLS. HE vIAS 5HOvl;~ SEVC:i{,.L 0:. THZ. 
VILLAGE SELF' DEVELOPPlENT PROJE.CTS, THE PSDF, RF UiHTS 
AivD VARIOUS FAr'tILY PROJECTS. 

D. THE TOUii OF CfH'l fuHPj '.iJH5 COf·jPLETED 5001~t:R ThAN 
EXPECTi::D SO THE PARTY HEQUEST£D TO VISIT TH~ PROVI~CE 
HHELLIGENCE OPERATIOi'fS COORD1l'jl-\TIO!~ CEiHER (PIOCG). 
lJ,'JON C01~]PL2TI0.~ OF THIS VISIT, ~iT ABOUT 1630 HOURS, T;..;E 
PARTY RETURNED TO THE ~IR FIELD ~ND DEPARTiD fO~ DA~~WG. 

E. ALTHOUGH SIR ROBERT AND MR. PkLMER SHOW~D 
fuTEREST IN THE PACI~ICnTIO~ ASPECTS OF P~GVINC: PRO­
GiAlGS, THEY APPEARED TO 8£ [lIORE liH£REST£i.J IN The. Li~i!:;:IY 
SITUAT I uv; SPEC IF ICo1LL Y: C URRE.NT 5r.~, TUS Of iliVrilVC/\.IC 1 
ELEi/i.E t~TS, VCI ORGr:d~ I lilT I 0;'1 .!\IW· Sl'Rii~Gn;, VC 1 Rl:!:PL .. Cf­
i'li.i~T ?ROBLEZ·iS, VCI SUPPLY .... dW Pi!:RSOil)r~EL PiiG,bL2..('i,s, 
ATTACK SAGA I ivST (Ni~ V ILL..., Gi!:/HANLET GOVC.Hl~~,;E ~~rML STR UC­
TURt:S, VALIDHTION OF VCI ELnlINMTIOI~S, ni~D !!.FFECTIVi:­
NESS OF ~~k T I OIJliL POL ICE. 
5. DUl~ER, CG, III ~JRF 9 NOV 1969. FOLLCwlNG .• DilviliEH 
PARTY HOSTED BY LTGE:i~ iHCKERSO[~, SIR 11 GBERT i'J •• D,;;. .. 
SHORT BUT V£HY DRi-\FiAT Ie SPEECH WhICH l-~DDRc;S;,£D KEY 
ISSUES OF THE TIMES. THIS AUDRESS HIGHLIGHTED HIS 100-
?Rl!:SSI Oill S' A[~D OUTL OOKS NORE VI VIDL Y THA(~ M;~Y OTHck 
SINGLE EVENT OF ThE TRIP. HIS f\'jAIN POH~T5 vJiR~: 

A~ HIS GENERAL APPROBATIOI~ WITH U. S. CONDUCT OF 
THE ~JAR f..\l~D PRAISf FOR THE 0EDICATIOi~ AND BR .. VERY OF 
OUR TR ooPS. 

B. ACCEPTANCE, Ii'~ ESSil\JCC:, OF THE DCwlINO TRiORY. 
HE STRESSED THAT PH. OOF OF THE PiJDD ING IS OBTrdi~£D BY 
ASKING Oi~E OF THE DOftIHJCES. SIR ROBERT SfiID <'.5 IA 1'; 
LiADERS F£AR COIVil1jUiaSi'iJ 11lUCH lVlORE THAN THEY ARE J-'.i3LE 
TO ADMIT PUBLICLY. 

C. PRAISE F011 PHESIDENT lHXOi~'S SPEECH Sr!YlwG IT 
wOULD GO DO,m AS Oi~E OF THi:.: f40ST SIGiHFICANT SPEECH2S 
Ai~ ArlERICAN pRESIDENT HHS NADi!: THIS CEhiTUHY. 

D. OUR NEED TO Ui>JDERSTAilij) THi!: OBJf:CTIV£ OF THIS 
toJAR IS LYOLOi'JGER A 1'11LIT.~RY Ol~E BUT riATHErl l-i P~YCHOLOG­
lCAL B,.,TTLc FOR ThE: ThOuGhTS .-:old) .q~~j).; OF' r;·;i ?l!.CiL .• 
WE l·jUST REAL IZE THi. P OWitt Of T hJ!. ;Hi~D l".uD I l,bUi1i IT 1.;;, 37 ,iJ-~,;\;'1;' 
. .,PJ,..lU MOST EFFECTIVELY IN OUR BEHrtLF. . .. 
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0.1735572 ZYK ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRE T/EYES ONLY/FOR NGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SECTION TWO
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON

C. AT ABOUT 1432 HOURS, THE PARTY AGAIN BOARDED THE
BOATS AND TRAVELED TO CAM NAM ISLAND, WHERE ONE OF THE
PROVINCE'S MCST DEVELOPED VILLAGE AREAS IS LOCATED. HERE
HE MET AND TALKED WITH THE DISTRICT CHIEF, VILLAGE CHIEF
AND HAMLET OFFICIALS. HE WAS SHOWN SEVERAL OF THE
VILLAGE SELF DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, THE PSDF, RF UNITS
AND VARIOUS FAMILY PROJECTS.

D. THE TOUR OF CAM NAM WAS COMPLETED SOONER THAN
EXPECTED SO THE PARTY REQUESTED TO VISIT THE PROVINCE
INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS COORDINATION CENTER (PIOCC).
UP ON COMPLETION OF THIS VISIT, AT ABOUT 1630 HOURS, THE
PARTY RETURNED TO THE AIR FIELD AND DEPARTED FOR DAN NG.

E. ALTHOUGH SIR ROBERT AND MR. PALMER SHOWED
INTEREST IN THE PACIFICA TION ASPECTS OF PROVINCE PRO-
GRAMS, THEY APPEARED TO BE MORE INTERESTED IN The ENEMY
SITUATI GN; SPECIFICALLY: CURRENT STATUS OF WVA/VC/VCI
ELEMENTS, VCI ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH, VCI REPL CE-
MENT PROBLEMS, VCI SUPPLY AND PERSONNEL PROBLEMS,
ATTACKS AGAINST GVN VILLAGE/HAMLET GOVERNMENTAL STRUC-
TURES, VALIDATION OF VCI ELIMINATIONS, AND EFFECTIVE-
NESS OF NATIONAL POLICE.
5. DINNER, CG, III MAF 9 NOV 1969. FOLLOWING DINNER
PARTY HOSTED BY LTGEN HICKERSON, SIR ROBERT . De

SHORT BUT VERY DRAMATIC SPEECH WHICH ADDRESSED KEY
ISSUES OF THE TIMES. THIS ADDRESS HIGHLIGHTED HIS IM-
PRESSIONS AND OUTL COKS MORE VIVIDLY THAN ANY OTHER
SINGLE EVENT OF THE TRIP. HIS MAIN POINTS WERE:

A. HIS GENERAL APPROBATION WITH U. S. CONDUCT OF
THE WAR AND PRAISE FOR THE DEDICATION AND BR VERY OF
OUR TR 00PS.

B. ACCEPTANCE, IN ESSENCE, OF THE DGAINO THEORY.
STRESSED THAT PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS OBTAINED BYHE

ASKING ONE OF THE DOMINCES. SIR ROBERT SAID ASIAN
LEADERS FEAR COMMUNISM MUCH MORE THAN THEY ARE ABLE
TO ADMIT PUBLICLY.

C. PRAISE F OR PRESIDENT NIXON'S SPEECH SAYING IT
WOULD GO DOWN AS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT SPEECHES
AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT HAS MADE THIS CENTURY.

D. OUR NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS
WAR IS LONGER A MILITARY ONE BUT RATHER H PSYCHOLOG-
ICAL BATTLE FOR THE THOUGHTS AND MINDS OF THE PEOPLE.
WE MUST REALIZE THE POWER OF The MIND AND INSURE IT IS 37
PPLIED MOST EFFECTIVELY IN OUR BEHALF.

37(3)
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E. IIv TER;iiS OF l~;ITrOK . .:,L COi"('ilTii,cl\r, l-iETuuK I';3QZ .~. 

WITH. G£CRG£ BALL m. TH.::. RiLriTIVE PRt.CEL.c.I~Cc VI" ::'OU,t'1 . 
. , VI£TlvAi4. (iYlK. bALL':::J ti,:::cc,l.r U':TTc.r< TO 1 hE El)J:TOK Ii~ TIM.;. 

r'ihGAZli~E) STATi5 VIET1~hr:l SHOULD CulfrIlWE T0 11!.V;! 
FJi,;D;Uiir.:ini-iL U. S. HiTEfd£ST. STHTED HE IiIJT.t!:i\JDED TO 
PEWSU~A[L Y iC:LL -EALL- WtiEN THfY -NEXT HE!. --~--. 

F.ACKNOWLEDGED F'i-hNC£'S PIQUE At~D RESULT . .,hiT L,.:,CK 
(f SUPPORT FOR U. S. BUT STRESSED EUHOPEAl~ SUPPORT I!j 
li'E~~ CR I SES • 
. ~~ EXPRESSED ~O DOUBT OF NVA/VC DEFE~T IN MnJCR 
!FFEi~SIVE BUT AGHIN QUESTIONED U. S. PUBLIC'S i!lILLH:'G­
i~ESS TO PSYCHCLOGIC~\LLY Ace!!:?T THE Ii'lPACT OF RcN£wl!:D 
HEAVY FIGHT I NG. HE STRESSED THIS POIiliT OrJ SEV£RplL 
(tCASIOi>JS DURIf~G HIS TRIP. HIS PREOCCUPATIOilJ ,HTH 
CBTAINING 1\1Ai'4Y DIFFiRENT VIEWS OF £1~El,jY Il'lTE;HIOl~S, 
SEEr~jED TO REF'LECT HI~ SEl-iRCH FOR HiFORf'lAT 10iv 0(1) vJHICH 
TO POSTULATE A PICTURE OF TH~ CO~ING~ONTHS. 
6. XXIV CORPS, 10 NOV 1969. BUR~b HO"-lD SP21H M FULL 
DAY I.V THE FIELD. HE WAS f.lCCOi1PAi~IED BY I1G2111 WHEELJi:J1 
W'HO REPORTeD HE SEE,'YJED TG THOROUGHLY ENJOY HIS VISIT 
Aim WAS FAVORABLY HiPRESS'::DWITh WHJ-iT Hi.. S.'"'i\lJ t"':iJu HEr:RD. 

A. f1AJOR AREAS OF liiiTEREST: 
(1) THE PACIFICATION PICTURE, NOT FROM THE 

STATISTICAL BRIEF, BUT FltON VISITS TO THE HhNLE'fS j·,ND 
VILLAGES. ,~ COftlPARISON OF' THE PRE-TET PICTUf{c. WITH THE 
SITUATION TODAY. 

(2)A~ EV~LUATION OF THE ARVN AND THEIR CAP~BIL­
lTV TO W rTHSTA1IJD A DIVISIOi~ SIZE hTTI~CK FROl:; THE Di'lZ. 

(3) THE INTENTIONS OF THE £WE~Y IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. . 

(4) THE RECOVERY OF HUE CITY SI~CE TET OF 68 
TO J[lICLUDE HUE UNIVERSITY. 
SSG rJOT£: DELIViR DUitIivG WORKING HOURS' 
GP-4 
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E. IN TERMS OF NATIONAL COMMITMENT, HE TOOK ISSUE
WITH GE ORGE BALL Oiv THE RELATIVE PRECEDENCE OF SOUTH
VIETNAM. (MR. BALL'S RECENT LETTER TO THE EDITOR IN TIME
MAGAZINE) STATES VIETNAM SHOULD CONTINUE TO HAVE
FUNDAMENTAL U. S. INTEREST. STATED HE INTENDED TO
PERSONALLY TELL - BALL WHEN THEY NEXT MET.

F. ACKNOWLEDGED FRANCE'S PIQUE AND RESULT NT LACK
SUPPORT F OR U. S. BUT STRESSED EUROPEAN SUPPORT INOF

REAL CRISES.
G. EXPRESSED NO DOUBT OF NVA/VC DEFEAT IN MAJCR

OFFENSIVE BUT AGAIN QUESTIONED U. S. PUBLIC'S WILLING-
NESS TO PSYCHOL OGICALLY ACCEPT THE IMPACT OF RENEWED
HEAVY FIGHTING. HE STRESSED THIS POINT ON SEVERAL
OCCASIONS DURING HIS TRIP. HIS PREOCCUPATION WITH
CETAINING MANY DIFFERENT VIEWS OF ENEMY INTENTIONS,
SEEMED TO REFLECT HIS SEARCH FOR INFORMATION ON WHICH
TO POSTULATE A PICTURE OF THE COMING MONTHS.
6. XXIV CORPS, 10 NOV 1969. BURMA ROAD SPENT H FULL
DAY IN THE FIELD. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY MGEN WHEELER
WHO REPORTED HE SEEMED TO THOROUGHLY ENJOY HIS VISIT
AND WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH WHAT HE SAW AND HEARD.

A. MAJOR AREAS OF INTEREST:
(1) THE PACIFICATION PICTURE, NOT FROM THE

STATISTICAL BRIEF, BUT FROM VISITS TO THE HAMLETS AND
VILLAGES. A COMPARISON OF THE PRE-TET PICTURE WITH THE
SITUATION TODAY.

(2) AN EVALUATION OF THE ARVN AND THEIR CAPABIL-
ITY TO WITHSTAND A DIVISION SIZE ATTACK FROM THE DMZ.

(3) THE INTENTIONS OF THE ENEMY IN THE NEAR
FUTURE.

(4) THE RECOVERY OF HUE CITY SINCE TET OF 68
TO INCLUDE HUE UNIVERSITY.
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
GP-4
800

NOV P.M.17

COPY OF COP
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S l!. C R i:: T IEYES OI~LY IF OR i'1GEi~ TOW(.jS£i~D FR 01'1 LTGE N NICKERSON 
S£CTION THRi::ii: 
VISIT 0F SIR HOBERT THOf.lrSOlv 
B. PERTINEiU QUESTIOlvS: 

(1) BURi·1A ROHD HSKED 3 OR 4 QUESTIONS ~jHEREVE1~ 
HE STOPPED TO VISIT. [<lOST OF THE TIME THi£Y APPEr.Ri.D TO 
ill ASKED ri~ Ai~ EFFORT TO SHOW 1;~T£REST n; THE SUBJl!:CT 
RATHER THAN SEEIHNG INFORMATION, f-I FE\l1 WEHt: I'JORi!: PUR­
POSEFUL AND POIlHED. 

(2) WH~T IS THE ENEMY CUHRENTLY ATTEMPTING TO 
DO? AI~S\vi!R: l-iE IS SEEKHJG RICl!:, AND FOOD. HE IS 
ATTENPTING TO REBUILD HIS CADRES AL~D I\~FRASTRUCTURE.. 

(3) SHOULD THE Ei~ErjY ATTEf1PT 1-1 ifJAJGR OFFEiliSIVE 
ACROSS THE DMZ, AT WhAT STRENGTH IS HE CHPABL~ OF 
CROSSI N G Ii~, AND FOR HOW LONG COULD HE SUST iai~ A 
PEl~ETRATION? THIS QUESTIO[~ WiiS I-lSKED OF COL G1i1l AT 
FSB CARR GLL). AlvS\flliR: Hi COULD ATTI-ICK WITH UP TO A 
DIVISION. HE COULD NOT SUSTAIN HIS ATTACK FOR NOR£ Tl{,ti~ 
TiN DAYS. ' 

. (4) HAVE YOU ~clCOUNTERED A RELUCTANCE ON THE 
PART CF AGeNCIES AT ,DISTRICT LEVEL TO SHARE INTf!.LLIGt:f'JCE 
INFORi·jATIOi>J( (ASKED BY MR. PfiU1ER OF THE PSH). F,NS"Ji;'\: 
YES, OUR DIa::C'S'HAVE SOME PROBLEi1S, 5UT THEY id1~ 
DIFFERENT AT EACH DISTRICT. THEY REFLECT THE Li~DiH­
SHIP OF THE DISTRICT CHIi!:F. 

(5) IS THERE tiNY EFFORT TO ASSIST Arm WORK ~ITH 
111E r10i~TAGi~ARDS? (ASKED BY l-1R. p;~iL:~ER OF THE i:!.5CORT 

I O'F ICER). ANSwt.R: YiS, Tl-iEY Hi--> VE t-l IUNOR IT liS GROUP 
HERE IN HUE. THE: CHIEU HOI ADVIsoR WORKS \\11TH THit.l. 
THEY HAVE A SCHOQ fOR THE i-JOinGi~ARD CHILDRE[~. 

(6) IS THE UiHVErlSITY OF' HUE FULLY OPER~TIONML? 
DOCTOR CHAU DISCUSSED THE OPERATI01~ OF THE UNIVERSITY 
W COi~SIDE~lfiBLE DETAIL i-tND PROVIDED B GUiDED TOUd OF 
ALL THE i'?ICILITIES, TO ltIJCLUDE: SiVE~,-.L CLASSES IN 
ffiSSI O~. BURtijA ROAD EXPl1c.SSED COr.;SIDER,:.,DLi: IlniRi£ST 

I rr~ THE UNIVERSITY. 
c. AiliY IMPRESSIONS VISITS MH¥ HAVE TEl~DER£D. 

(1) BURMA ROAD CREATED QUITt!: t\N l['Ilpai!:S5IOi~ OrJ 
"COL HTHAN, PRCVINCE: CHIEF, AND DOCTOR CHhU, PRESWl!lvT 

(f THE UtHVERSITY.' BOTH I·\!~EW HIS B,,;,CKGHOurw WELL ..-ll~V 
I WeRE FAiliILIAR WITH HIS WRITINGS. COL THi-IN DISCUSSii;D 

HIS THOUGHTS OF THE WAR WITH BURNA'ROAD DURING LUNCh. 
(2) BURr1A ROAD SAID THE MHRKED PROGH£SS lL'l 

PACIFICATIOl'~ Ii~ THt: -AREPI Wi-IS OEVIOUS. HE ~iPPEHRLD TO 
EE vERY FAVORI1BLY H1PRESSED WIHl TH£: FOWl RECi!.NTLY 
CAPTURED 120i·jij I~ORTHRS Ii~ FROlH of THE FIRST hK'"N 
RE GhjE!~T' S ce HT i~i-tNCY. HE OiSSERVED SEVER.,~L T lf~b.S Ti-til' 
HE TH OUGHT TncR2 [UGHT Be: TEi~PORArlY SET-B;:',CI~ r;; THZ 
PROGRESS or PHCIF'IChTIOi'i, auT ,W Gti;2:fLL a.:!:GRi~Sll;i;. 

(3) BURi'jA ROAD 'JJ.",,;:' tiISdLY l!'lPi-(~;:J~i!.L Wah T,-;.!. .37{S) 
Pf(OO R r~'i.l-: HUi Will V ell 31 T Y • . ~--,-"""",,-,,-,-,-.----~,.~,---- ._-
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SECRE T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
SECTION THREE
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON
B. PERTINENT QUESTIONS:

(1) BURMA ROAD ASKED 3 OR 4 QUESTIONS WHEREVER
HE STOP PED TO VISIT. MOST OF THE TIME THEY APPE-RED TO
E ASKED IN AN EFFORT TO SHOW INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT
RATHER THAN SEEKING INFORMATION, A FEW WERE MORE PUR-
POSEFUL AND POINTED.

(2) WHAT IS THE ENEMY CURRENTLY ATTEMPTING TO
DO? ANSWER: HE IS SEEKING RICE AND FOOD. HE IS
ATTEMPTING TO REBUILD HIS CADRES AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

(3) SHOULD THE ENEMY ATTEMPT A MAJOR OFFENSIVE
ACROSS THE DMZ, AT WHAT STRENGTH IS HE CAPABLE OF
CROSSING IN, AND FOR HOW LONG COULD HE SUSTAIN A
PENETRATION? THIS QUESTION WAS ASKED OF COL GIAI AT
FSB CARROLL). ANSWER: HE COULD ATTACK WITH UP TO A
DIVISION. HE COULD NOT SUSTAIN HIS ATTACK FOR MORE THAN
TEN DAYS.

(4) HAVE YOU ENCOUNTERED A RELUCTANCE ON THE
PART CF AGENCIES AT DISTRICT LEVEL TO SHARE INTELLIGENCE
INFORMATION? CASKED BY MR. PALMER OF THE PSA). ANSVER:
YES, OUR DIOCC'S HAVE SOME PROBLEMS, BUT THEY ARE
DIFFERENT AT EACH DISTRICT. THEY REFLECT THE LE DER-
SHIP OF THE DISTRICT CHIEF.

(5) IS THERE ANY EFFORT TO ASSIST AND WORK WITH
THE MONTAGNARDS? CASKED BY MR. PALMER OF THE ESCORT
OFFICER). ANSWER: YES, THEY HAVE H MINORITIES GROUP
HERE IN HUE. THE CHIEU KOI ADVISOR WORKS WITH THEM.
THEY HAVE A SCHOOL FOR THE MONTGNARD CHILDREN.

(6) IS THE UNIVERSITY OF HUE FULLY OPERATIONAL?
DOCTOR CHAU DISCUSSED THE OPERATION OF THE UNIVERSITY
IN CONSIDERAELE DETAIL AND PROVIDED H GUIDED TOUR OF
ALL THE FACILITIES, TO INCLUDE SEVERAL CLASSES IN
SESSION. BURMA ROAD EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST
IN THE UNIVERSITY.

C. ANY IMPRESSIONS VISITS MAY HAVE TENDERED.
(1) BURMA ROAD CREATED QUITE AN IMPRESSION ON

COL HTHAN, PROVINCE CHIEF, AND D OCT OR CHAU, PRESIDENT
OF THE UNIVERSITY. BOTH KNEW HIS BACKGROUND WELL AND
WERE FAMILIAR WITH HIS WRITINGS. COL THAN DISCUSSED
HIS THOUGHTS OF THE WAR WITH BURMA ROAD DURING LUNCH.

(2) BURMA ROAD SAID THE MARKED PROGRESS IN
PACIFICATION IN THE AREA WAS OBVIOUS. HE APPEARED TO
EE VERY FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH THE FOUR RECENTLY
CAPTURED 120MM MORTARS IN FRONT OF THE FIRST ARVN
REGIMENT'S CP AT NANCY. HE OBSERVED SEVERAL TIMES THAT
HE THOUGHT THERE MIGHT BE TEMPORARY SET-BACK IN THE
PROGRESS OF PACIFICATION, BUT NO GENERAL REGRESSION.

(3) BURMA ROAD WAS HIGHLY IMPRESSED WITH THE
37(5)PR OGRESS AT HUE UNIVERSITY.
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D. (;V iRALL: SUR';" r( 0.~j)c,:, N0 ;r;i~. P f\Li,l::R F v UI,,", I' tie. J.i, -
XXIV CORPS VISIT L~T;,:,,~1i5TL;l: h~;D Pll:)DUCTIVi. ,-~.c. 

-"'rQiJSLY r,AS ESTf.BLIShED riN iXCELLE~~T-K:~'r'fOHr \filTh 1;--.-, 
,u"YlESi. bGT hell T hi" :,\, n ND D e.eT CR Chr~U ;UU\J.::. '''I~fI I 

...... TIiJiESTc:D IN hIS COi';;/jEiHi:I ;-11'OD kr~/(ICL1S TO iJllOA Hh·, 
EVERY COLiRTi!SY. --- ~ - - - '--',,, ,-------

E. bUR~A ROAD, I~ HIS DISCUSSION WITH GEN Z~15 
Sf;.\ TiD THAT HE Wf.lS ~ST OUNDE:D AT THE PR OGRE: S3 vJHICH H;:,5 
TAKEi~ PLHCE SINCE HIS VISIT r·IORE THA;~ A YE.4R I--lGO. 11E 

,WAS 1'1OST CONPLIl'iENTARY or~ THE SUCCESSES WHICH HAVe: 
tEEN ACHIEVED IN THE ELHiH~hTION OF THE VC Ii~FRA­
SfRUCTURE, AND WAS HfJPRESSED ~iITH COL THA[~ Aim THE v,rCRK 
HE IS DOING. , 
7. MiERICAL DIVISION, 11 NOV 1969. UPON ARRIV;;L liT 
THE Ai'ljERICAL DIVISION HEADQUhRTERS, BURi"i;:". HOi-lD \~ 5 Ni!:T 
& BGEN COOKSEY,. THE 8-2, G-3 Ai\JD G-5 DIscusseD RECEi~T 
EVEIHS WIIHHJ THE M:IEHICkL TAOR. 

A. SIR ROBERT BSKED THE FOLLOW lNG QUEST IO;~S: . 
(1) REFEREi~CE RICi AND FOOD CACHli5: EOl~ W,t-lS IT 

srOR£D, FOR L DivG TJ::.RiiJ 5T DRAGE FOR A YChR OR r~OR£'? 
AlvS~liR: THl!. CACHfS itJ£RE FOUND IN 55 GH.LL0i1 DRUl'lS, 
m BASKETS l~RAPPED IN PL:~STIC AND DID fllOT APP2; ... it TO BE 
F OR L GN G T ER;'1 S T OR AGE. 

(2) ASKED STREi~GTh OF E[yEHY UiHTS i-1ivD PER CEin 
OF NVA L~ Vc UillITSl t-li';Si}JiR: j-it: WAS GIVJ!:N LiTEST OB 
H ClD HIGS OF E;~eNY STREN Gras· hfm TOLD THAT ViR Y F£\iJ LF 
mIT SHAVE fJVA BUT [iJF UNITS C Oi~rk li~ A L-tR GE P2i\ CEiH 
CF i'JVA, UP T 0 90 P £R CE l'n INS OI'lE [j i~ IT S • 

(3) HAS THE SiCRUITY OF A~Y DISTRICTS aEE~ COM­
PLJ!.TELY TURNED OVER TO Rf/PF? ANSwER: i~O. 

B. SIR ROBERT THEi~ VISlTED THE 2D J.lHVN DIVISI01~ 
t;fHERe: HE WAS GREiiTED ay EGE1~ T OA;~ AND R£CEIVED ~'!N 
WTELLIGEi'JCE J-dm OPERArIOi~S BRIEFING. EE ,.,SKED I~O 
QUiSTION S. 
C. AT QUni~ G ~JGAI PR CVII~CE HE?;DQUriHTERS, iiE vL~S 
ffiEETC:D BY COL lU-IIEiv, PC ,HAim \flit. D ILLt:iiY, PSj.~. l-/t.;; ~;Jr\S 
i:RIEft'ED BY COL KiUEN. "-
SSO r~CTE: DiLIVER DURING WOrtKING HOURS 
GP-4 
%0 
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D. OVERALL: BURMA ROAD AND MR. PALMER FOUND Their
XXIV CORPS VISIT INTERESTING AND PRODUCTIVE.

OUSLY HAS ESTABLISHED AN EXCELLENT RAPPORT WITH The
AMESE. BOTH C LL THAN AND D OCT OR ChAU WERE TERT

TERESTED IN HIS COMMENTS AND ANXIOUS TO SHOW HIM
EVERY COURTESY.

E. BURMA ROAD, IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH GEN ZAIS
STATED THAT HE WAS ASTOUNDED AT THE PROGRESS WHICH HAS
TAKEN PLACE SINCE HIS VISIT MORE THAN A YEAR AGC. HE
WAS MOST COMPLIMENTARY ON THE SUCCESSES WHICH HAVE
BEEN ACHIEVED IN THE ELIMINATION OF THE VC INFRA-
STRUCTURE, AND WAS IMPRESSED WITH COL THAN AND THE WORK
HE IS DOING.
7. AMERICAL DIVISION, 11 NOV 1969. UPON ARRIVAL AT
THE AMERICAL DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, BURMA ROAD W S MET
BY BGEN COOKSEY. THE G-2, G-3 AND G-5 DISCUSSED RECENT
EVENTS WITHIN THE AMERICAL TAOR.

A. SIR ROBERT ASKED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
(1) REFERENCE RICE AND FOOD CACHES: HOW WAS IT

STORED, FOR LONG TERM ST ORAGE FOR A YEAR OR MORE?
ANSWER: THE CACHES WERE FOUND IN 55 GALLON DRUMS,
IN BASKETS WRAPPED IN PLASTIC AND DID NOT APPEAR TO BE
FOR L.CNG TERM STORAGE.

(2) ASKED STRENGTH OF ENEMY UNITS AND PER CENT
OF NVA IN VC UNITS? ANSWER: WAS GIVEN LATEST OB
HOLDINGS OF ENEMY STRENGTHS AND TOLD THAT VERY FEW LF
UNITS HAVE NVA BUT MF UNITS CONTAIN A LARGE PEA CENT
OF NVA, UP TO 92 PER CENT IN SOME UNITS.

(3) HAS THE SECRUITY OF ANY DISTRICTS BEEN COM-
PLETELY TURNED OVER TO RF/PF? ANSWER: NO.

B. SIR ROBERT THEN VISITED THE 2D ARVN DIVISION
WHERE HE WAS GREETED BY EGEN TOAN AND RECEIVED AN
INTELLIGENCE AND OPERATIONS BRIEFING. HE SKED NO
QUESTIONS.
C. AT QUANG NGAI PROVINCE HEADQUARTERS, HE WAS
GREETED BY COL KHIEN, PC, HAND MR. DILLERY, PSA. HL WAS
BRIEFED BY COL KHIEN.
SSO NCTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
GP-4
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SEC R E T/EYES ONI.. YI Fffi MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN ~lICKERSON 
F':;: NAl SE CT I IN OF' F' OUR 
VISIT CF' SIR ROBERT THOMPSON 

(1) WHAT PER CENT OF PERSONNEL HJ VC UNITS 
OPERATIONG IN YOUR AREA ARE NVA? ANSlJJER: APPROXU4ATELY 

60 rER CENT IN MAIN FORCE UNITS AM) NONE IN LOCAL FORCE 
UNITS. cr-- MAF NOTE; CURRENT ENEMY 08 THIS HQ IN-
D ICATES 40 PERCENT NVA IN VC MAIN FORCE UNITS; 3121 PER 
CENT NVA IN VC LeCAl FORCE UNITS). 

(2) HOW MUCH M1MUNITIO;.J DO THE COASTAL ENE~1Y 
UNITS HAVE? DO THEY HAVE ENOUGH? A NS1rJER: THE LNITS 
ARMED WITH THE CHICQ\1 FAMIL Y OF WEAPS;.JS APPEAR TO HAVE 
PLENTY ~F Af1~1UNITION Bur THOSE ARMED 1rJITH OTHER -TYPES 
OF WEAPONS NEVER HAVE ENOUGH AMMUNITIO~ 

(3) ~JHAT ARE THE STRE~GTHS OF RF/PF UNITS? 
ANS'!IER: 95 PER CENT. IS IT DIFFICill..T TO RECRUIT FOR 
RF'I PF' U NI IS? A NSI}JER; NO.' . 

D •• 00 YOU HAVE MUCH SELECTED TERRORISM SUCH AS 
ASSASSINATION OF ELECTED OR GOVERNf·1ENT OFFIC::ALS? 
ANSWER~ NQ THREE CASES IN THE LAST SIX t·10NTHS. 

E. DO yeu KNOW THE LOCATI ::-,N OF' THE VC PROVINCE 
HEADQUARTERS AND THE NM1ES OF' THE VC PROVINCE OFfICIALS? 
ANS1:JER~CCL KHIEN. INDICATED THE ve PROVINCE .HEADQUARTERS 
r~OVED lR EQUENTLY ArID HE KNEt'J ITS GENERAL LOCATION. HE 
SAID HE KNEI;} TtIlO OF THE OFFICIAL' S ~)Af\1ES. 

F. Tl-lER PROVINCE CHIEF At\D PROVINCE SEiHCR ADVrsm 
. A CCOi~ PANI NED SIR ROBERT TO PHU V rrm I!'lF'A nTH Y C O>lPA NY 

INTENSIFIED PACIFICATION PROGRAt1 (lCIPP) HAr~L[T '!JHERE 
HE \1AS MET BY ca.. 'llHITTINGTON, co, 198TH INF 3)E, Ar!J 
LT CrL HAGNER, co 5TH BATTALION, 46TH HJI'AllJIRY (iND l:JAS 
BRIEFED ON THE CO~JCEPT AilJD STATUS OF THE IeIP? HE 
I:J AL XED AR JU ;~D A rID LOa KED AT THE E ~lT IRE HAf'1L El. 

(i SIR RO 3E HI vI AS THE N T A 1<E r~ r 0 I HE lIT H I N FA NTR Y 
BRIGP.DE WHERE HE H,t\D LUNCH \~ITH en.. HOFP.-~A~! Ai\D i'lAS 
GIVEr\] A SHCRT BRIEFING BY THE BRIGADE STAFF. 1.)0 
QUESTI,"'[I]S "JERE ASKED AFTER THE BRIE:F'ING. 
Ii. SIR ROBERT tllAS r·1ET AT THE NE'll LIFE HAMLET EAST 
OF FSB 411 BY LTCOL STaTILE, m, 3D BATTAlIO~J, 1ST 

. Ii'JFA~TRY. HE t'JAS SHQ::.lfI) THROUG.H THE HA~·lLET BY COL KHIE~l,. 
HE I;lAL1,ED THRJUGI-[ ["1A~lY OF' THE ~:OUSES A:'D OBSERVED THE 
PE OPL E. 

1. SIR R JBERT RETURNED TO THE MIERICP.L D IIJ~SI O~J 
EEADQUARTERS ':JHERE HE DISCUSSED Tl·j'= VCI WI'. LOGISTICS 
SYSTE::; ~'lITH ['lEftlB:!:RS OF THE 8-2 03 SECTI:;i~ HIS 
P{l,RT I CUL AR HJTEREST ~'JA S THE CR GA:nz AT ION, STR E r~GT HS 
A:.n i4ETi-; DS-:::F J:""EI?'TI';~: 0:> T:1{::~S::o;:;Tt.T1C:: r;'lIT~ '.:::IC;~o 

.. 1 

l 

mvii:~~ :~T S'J?)LIr::S ;:<-:;'). 201"1 :JF LJoIGI: TC;VA jjlijIJIOi~Al .5'7("1) 
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0 1 7555-72 ZYH ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO CIMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRET/EYES ONL Y/ FOR MGEN TOWNSE ND FR OM LTGEN NICKER S ON
FINAL SECTION OF FOUR
VISIT CF SIR ROBERT THOMPSON

1) WHAT PER CENT OF PERSONNEL IN VC UNITS
OPERATIONG IN YOUR AREA ARE NVA? ANSWER: APPROXIMATELY
60 PER CENT IN MAIN FOR CE UNITS AND NONE IN LOCAL FOR CE
UNITS. (I) MAF NOTE: CURRENT ENEMY 0B THIS HQ IN-
DICATES 40 PER CENT NVA IN VC MAIN FOR CE UNITS; 30 PER
CENT NVA IN VC LOCAL FORCE UNITS).

(2) HOW MUCH AMMUNITION D O THE COASTAL ENEMY
UNITS HAVE? D 0 THEY HAVE ENOUGH? ANSWER : THE UNITS
ARMED WITH THE CHICOM FAMILY OF WEAPONS APPEAR TO HAVE
PLENTY CF AMMUNITION BUT THOSE ARMED WITH OTHER TYPES
OF WEAPONS NEVER HAVE ENOUGH AMMUNITION.

(3) WHAT ARE THE STRENGTHS OF RF/PF UNITS?
ANSWER: 95 PER CENT. IS IT DIFFICULT TO RECRUIT FOR
RF/PF UNITS? ANSWER: NO.

D.. DO YOU HAVE MUCH SELECTED TERRORISM SUCH AS
ASSASSINATION OF ELECTED OR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS?
ANSWER: NO THREE CASES IN THE LAST SIX MONTHS

E. DOYCU KNOW THE LOCATION OF THE VC PROVINCE
HEAD QUARTERS AND THE NAMES OF THE VC PR OV I NCE OFFICIALS?
ANSWER: CCL KHIEN IND ICATED THE VC PROVINCE HEAD QUARTERS
MOVED REQUENTLY AND HE KNEW ITS GENERAL LOCATION. HE
SAID HE KNEW TWO OF THE OFFICIAL'S NAMES.

F. THER PROVINCE CHIEF AND PROVINCE SE NI OR ADVISOR
ACCOMPANINED SIR ROBERT TO PHU VINH INFANTRY COMPANY
INTENSIFIED PACIFICATION PROGRAM (ICIPP) HAMLET WHERE
HE WAS MET BY ca WHITIINGTON, CO, 198TH INF EDE, AND
LT CL WAGNER, CO 5TH BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY AND WAS
BRIEFED ON THE CONCEPT AND STATUS OF THE ICIPP. HE
WALKED AR OUND AND LOOKED AT THE ENTIRE HAMLET.

G. SIR RO BERT WAS THEN TAKEN TO THE 11TH INFANTRY
BRIGADE WHERE HE HAD LUNCH WITH COL HOFFMAN AND WAS
GIVEN A SHORT BRIEFING BY THE BRIGADE STAFF. NO
QUESTIONS WERE ASKED AFTER THE BRIEFING.
H. SIR ROBERT WAS MET AT THE NEW LIFE HAMLET EAST
OF FSB 411 BY LTCOL ST OTTLE, 00, 3D BATTALION, 1 ST

INFANTRY. HE WAS SHOWN THROUGH THE HAMLET BY COL KHIEN
HE WALKED THR CUGH MANY OF THE HOUSES AD OBSERVED THE
PEOPLE.

I. SIR ROBERT RETURNED TO THE AMERICAL DIVISION
HEAD QUARTERS WHERE HE DISCUSSED THE VC/NVA L OGISTICS
SYSTEM WITH MEMBERS OF THE G-2 03 SECTION HIS
PARTICULAR INTEREST WAS THE OR GANIZATION, STRENGTHS
AID METH DS OF OPERATE OF TRA INSPORTATION UNITS MUCH
TRANSPIRT SUPPLIES FRO PCI T OF UPI TO WA DIVISIONAL

37(4)UNITS.
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J. r:..:.:.: ,(0,D C .i,,;I..H'::':::; r::,A.'i' T;'~:: ;-:f/?f !J,:II~ ',':!r: 
dueH f.l.::L: '='?lI.::CJI'v'.:. :~O·.1.j T£L~: ;-;.:; ;;r-ID :oI:J en !~IS p;;:-::­
VI 'us nI~!:. 1:: '.!:".S :-::JITE ld?;:;;:':SS";';D8Y Irtl! EFFECTIVE­
;IJESS OF 11-:::: RF' AND PF A~)D STATED THAT HE THP!J<S THAT 
T BESE Ui'!lT S RE FL E CT r HE ';VERALL I NCREA SED SIRE ~GTH OF 

. Ti-iE Vf2:T;fN1ESE PEOPLE A--m---'.rHE-IRABILII Y 10 KESISI IHE~' 
E0lE~/lY. HE ALSO Cc)[,1~1ENTED THAT FOR THE ~VA UNITS TO MOVE 
/\R~U~D THE I:LI1,Y THEY DO THEY f'1UST HAVE VERY FLEXIPLE 
L If'JSS F C Cf'lf.JU:n CA T I O\! OR :1 UL T I PL E M!D AL T ER :11A TE L I ~1E S 
OF C CT·iU iH CJH I O: .. J s. 

l\. sm ROBERT EXPRESSED PLEASURE l:.JITH HIS VISIT 
TO THE A[-lERICAL DIVISIO~J MD DEPARTED CHU LAI AIR BA,S'E 
.U 16510 H'U;:;S. 
s. Smr'JA~Y. SIR ROSERT RECEIVED Af'J) TRANS~lITTED A 
GRLU DEAL OF PJFOR~·1ATIC'~) D'JR PiG HIS 8.'1 IEF VISIT. EE 
U:'JDERSTAtJDS THE I,'JAR AS FEI:! OTEE!1S DO. I'·j [·1Y OPI[!IO:'i', 
HE ~HLL REPJ1T OBJECTIVELY, FACTU.4LLY, A'D GE'lSRALLY 
SYf'i P/HHET I Cl\LL Y TO OUR CHOSE N C OUR SES OF A CT I a [~. 
9. I'JARr-1 R EGA RD S. 
SSG N0TEg DELIVER DuFiUG WORKING HOURS 
Gpo. 4 
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4

AD C AMENTIC THAT THE RF/PF UNIT WEREJ.

MUCH M N N EFFECTIVE NOW THAT HE HAD FOTTED 01 HIC PRI-
VI US TRIPS. NE WAS QUITE IMPRESSED BY THE EFFECTIVE-
NESS OF THE RF AND PF AND STATED THAT HE THINKS THAT
THESE UNITS REFLECT THE OVERALL INCREASED STRENGTH OF
THE VIETNAMESE PE OPLE AND THEIR ABILITY TO RESIST THE
ENEMY. HE ALSO COMMENTED THAT FOR THE NVA UNITS TO MOVE
AROUND THE WAY THEY DO THEY MUST HAVE VER Y FLEXIBLE
LINES F COMMUNICATION OR MULTIPLE AND ALTERNATE LINES
OF COMUNICATIONS

K. SIR ROBERT EXPRESSED PLEASURE WITH HIS VISIT
TO THE AMERICAL DIVISION AND DEPARTED CHU LAI AIR BA SE
AT 1650 HUURS.
8. SUMMARY. SIR ROBERT RECEIVED AND TRANSMITTED A
GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION DURING HIS BRIEF VISIT. HE
UNDERSTANDS THE WAR AS FEW OT HER S DO. INMY OPINION,
HE WILL REPORT OBJECTIVELY, FACTUALLY, A D GENERALLY
SYMPATHETICALLY TO OUR CHOSEN COURSES OF ACTION
9. WARM REGARDS.
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOUR S
GP- 4
900
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• 
'yjQKODC/FIRST BDE FIFTH Il~F DIV (f1ECH)" 
ZEt'! 

• 

c Oi~ F IDE NT I A L I iYES 01JLY FOR LTGi!:iv z...IS 11'41"0 
GEl>; ABRAMS Ai~D COL OSTEE1v FROi1 LTG[[v NICj(ERSGi'~ 
A. cG XXIV CORPS 161130Z NOV 69 
1. I REf.iD I.HTH ORE •. iT INTEREST THE VERY FU~E HiPOiiT 
SUB!"JITTED BY COL GSTEEN. THE f~CTICN DESCl1Il.:lt.D Ii~ THE 
RiPORT WAS COWDUCTED IN ~w OJTST~~DING MA~~ER BY HLL 
CFF leERS fiim i'lEl~ COI~C;:;R i~ED. OBIi I OUSL Y, OUT~T .. l>iD I i':r,;. 

LEAD ER ShIP i~;.:.Rl\i[j T tiE C01~T;:,CT Fj"iQ[~j SL.,RT TO F IiH5h .'. i~D 
ThE RESULTS Ci' ThIS LL .. DERSHIP SHO\:Jt.D Iill THE IHI~L'jUi,j 
Drli·1AG£ THAT ~·j;-iS li~CUlit(ij) bY OUH TRGD?:; ~) ITh i·LXL;iWf, 
D~~~GE IMPOSED UPON THi E~E~Y. . 
2. I DELIJ!.VE COL 05TEEi;'S Al~rlLYSlS OF THE. LESSlJi"S 
LEARNED IN TBIS PAKTICULhR EWGAGE~ENT dRGUGHT OUT THhT 
HIS ;,vi!.LL TRJ4Ii~ED TROOPS \vERE PHYSICALLY tH.iD UC:Wf;.~LLY 
RE/\DY FOR CO"iBAT A~~j) li~lD THE F.-:ITH AND COiI)FlDE.l~CE III 
ThE O;jTSTi-I:mr:~G LEt.\D~fiSl-rrP WHICJ-: t1h'::' PRGVi[,ED Tl-lE.i;. 
itEMiE GIvE I~ W.i:LL DOi~£ TO COL OSTE:i!:;~ AI~D TO hI'S TROCt'S. 
3. ~J ARI',j tiE GAiW S. 
GP-4 
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P 1314052 ZFF-1 ZFF -4
FM CG III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
INF C COMUSMACV
YSQKODC/FIRST BDE FIFTH INF DIV (MECH)
ZEM
C 0NFIDENTIL/ EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN Z.I.S INFO
GEN A BRAMS AND COL OSTEEN FROM LTGEM NICKERSON
A. CG XXIV CORPS 161130Z NOV 69
1. I READ WITH GREAT INTEREST THE VERY FINE REPORT
SUBMITTED BY COL OSTEEN. THE ACTION DESCRIBED IN THE
REPORT WAS CONDUCTED IN Alv OUTST NDING MANNER BY ALL
(FFICERS AND MEN CONCERNED. OBVIOUSLY, OUTST NDING

NDLEADER SHIP MARKED THE CONTACT FROM START TO FINISH
THE RESULTS OF THIS LEADERSHIP SHOWED IN THE MINIMUM
DAMAGE THAT WAS INCURRED BY OUR TR OOPS WITH M.XIMUM
DAMAGE IMPOSED UP ON THE ENEMY.
2. I BELIEVE COL OSTEEN'S ANALYSIS OF THE LESSONS
LEARNED IN THIS PARTICUL, ENGAGEMENT BROUGHT OUT THAT
HIS WELL TRAINED TROOPS WERE PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY
READY FOR COMBAT AND HAD THE FAITH AND CONFIDENCE IN
THE OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP WHICH WAS PROVIDED THEM.
PLEASE GIVE A WELL D ONE TO COL OSTEEN AND TO his TROOPS.
3. WARN REGARDS.
GP-4
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P. 1813946 NOV 69
FM CG III MAP
TO RUNMFMAPCG FMFPAC
BT
S E C ? E. T/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURSD
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT T HOMPSON
Do THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS SENT TO MACV AND IS PASSED
FOR YOUR INFORMATION,
QUOTE:
0 1705572 ZYH
FM CG IXI MAF
TO CORUSMACU
ZEM
S Est C P E SPEVES OHLY/FOR MGEN TOUNSEND FROM LIGER BECKERSON
SECETION ONE
VISIT OF SIR ROBERT THOMPSOH
Ao CONUSHACV CITE 34853 DTG 0509572 NOV 69

to FOL SUPMITTED I'AU REPL
20 GENERAL. BURMA ROAD'S VISIT TO ICIZ COMMENCED 090845H
AND UAS TERMINATED ELL700M NOV. DURING THIS PERIOD HE
VISITED DINED AND TOURED USTH ALL LEVELS OF MILITARY
AND CEVILITAN LEADERS, MIS. ITENERARY EXPOSED NIN TO A
MEATHUM OF BREEFINGS, A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF DISCUSSIONS ,
AND HUCH INFORMAL EXACANGE OF INFORMAGIT HE GOULD BE
CHARACTERIZED AS POLITELY INQUISITIVE EXCEPTIONALLY
WELL INFORMED, AND THOROUGHLY ENTERESTED IN EVERY FACET
OF HIS TRAVELS,
3. III MAF HAS. DURING AN UPDATE BRIEFING, BURMA ROAD
ASKED MANY PENECRATING QUESTIONS AND FREQUENTLY INTER
RUPTED THE BRIEFER TO PURSUE A PARTICULAR POINT.

Ao QUESTION 08 VALIDITY OF ENEMY INFILTRATION AND
LOGISTICS STATISTICS ? ANSUER: CG III HAF COMMENTED ON
THE DEFFICULTIES CONNECTED WITH ACCURATELY ASSISSING THESE
TWO FACTORS. ADMITTED WE MAY NOT BE READING EVERYTHING.
BUT STATS DO HAVE CAPABILITY TO RAPIDLY SENSE MAJOR TRENDS.

B. QUESTION ABOUT VC FOOD STAROAGE METHODS? ANSWER:
MULTIPLE LAYERS OF MATERIAL, SPECIAL CONTAINERS, WATER-
FROOF CACHES SOME PRE-COOKED RACE, AND OTHER METHODS OF
FOOD PRESERVATION WERE EXPLAINED IN GREAT DETAIL ay G-20

Co QUESTION: WHAT IS ULTIMATE PURPOSE OF SAPPER
ATTACKS? ANSWER: USING MINIMUM FORCES TO CAUSE MAXMIMUM
CASUALTIES: ECONOMY OF FORCE TACTICS THAT LIMIT UTILI-
ZATION OF OVERWHELMING U. S. FIREPOWER BY STEALTH AND
CEOSE PROXIMITY MANEUVER.

Do QUESTION: WHAT IS EFFECTIVE STRENGTH OF AVERAGE
NVAZVO BN? ANSWER & ICIZ AVERAGE IS APPROXIMATELY 300.
NORTHERN UNITS ARE LARGER AND BETTER EQUIPPED IHAN THOSE
IN SOUTH DUE TO IVA UNIT ROTATION POLICY NEAR DHZ.
OVERALL, LESS THAN A YEAR AGO.

E. QUESTION ON QUALITY OF ENEMY LEADERSHIP AND STATE
OF TRAINING: ANSWER: ABSOLUTE DIFFERENCE SINCE 1266.

SAPPERS, OVERALL NOT AS PROFESSIONAL, OR AS EFFECTIVE,
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BUS STILL VERY 0104 EM ENESTENCE, MORE 202 °S ARE OFFICER
ARS SENIOR 031786 RUDGUEDUEL SOLDIERS HAVE LESS SERVECE
AND PERMENC. VC D JUM HAS CAUSED SONE

ID THE RABES
Fi, QUESCROUS HIND PRESENTLY DECEASES THE ELECT'S

GYALON PASSERS OF OFFERSES? ADGUER WEATHER ACA
SUSPET 9030 PAGSORS. NE (JUST BUILD UP STOCKS PAREOUS
BILL CRD REPLA OF BOEM HEN AND MATERIAL AFTER NEAS
AUSEDOBL PEB, MAKE AND AUS VERY COSED AS PEAK MOUSH 3.0

PREVIOUS YEARS.
Go QUESSECUT SHORE OF SIEND S CROSSING THE DUE

JUST NOV HICH TROUBLE CNA IS GIVE 2018 HIAZ is HIS
CAPADOLSER 30 INFLECT WAY lic S. CISUALITES? ANSUER
UE USM CONTAED MIM BUE NE RAY CAUSE a LOI OF DAHAGE IF
HEACHUCSES TO CORRET SLL OF HRS FORCES. THEY ARE HERE
NOW IF II DECIDES IS WILL BE IO HES ADVANTAGE. the

COULDIT LAST MORE THAN TUO OR POSSIBLY THREE WEEKS
H, SIR REBERS COMMENTED ON HIS CONFIRENCE 30 OUR

BILEST TO sear THE KNEWY 201 EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE
U. So PUBLICO REACTION In SUSCARDED LEAVE LOSSESS HE
FROBED FOR CUSTIONS 00 SHE EHEWY'S INTERIZIONS WHECH
RESULTED 30 is DISCUSSION OF POSSIBILIZERS.
4, FSAs CHARG MAM PROVENGE, 9 NOV C9 c THE PARTY ARRIVO
ED AT HOI AM BY JSMC RELICOPEARS AZ 1120 AS SCHEDULED
THEY WERE NET II SUR HELD PAL BY LICOL EUAM, DEPJTY
PROVENCE CHIEF FCR PACIFICATION, LEGOL HUNG, DEPITY
PROVINCE CHEEF FOR SECURETY, AND HR. PARKER, PROVENCE
SENIOR ADVISOR. 00L LE 3RE EZN, THE PROVENCE GHEEF,
BEING ILL WAS NOT ABLE CO RECEIVE THE MISSTORE AS CNT
TIME DURING THE VESAS

To 312 OFFICIALS WERE TAXEN TO PROVINCE HEADCUARTERS
WREDE 17001 CUAN PRESENTED THENEY MINUTE BRIDDING 00 THE
HELITARY SOCURETION AND ON SUB STATUS 90
UNON CONFLECION OF TIPS DREEFING EME FARTY URS TAKEN 30
THE PROVENCE SHIPPS HOUSE JOR LUNCHS HOSTED BY HIR,

(GGIVEN SIN DEPUT: FOR ADMINISTRATION.
Bc AFTER LUNGIL, AS ABOVE 1330 HOURS, THE PARTY HAS

TAKEC 10 THE BATERFRONE WHERE THEY BOARDED BOATS FOR
TRANSFER E0 KOYEN LUNG ISLAND. AI XUKEN LONG, THEY
HERE BRIEFED BY THE ONC 00 THE HISTORY AND THE PLANS FOR
DE ELOPEANT OF MUYEW LONG AS A REFUGEE SEFTLEMENT. THIS
BRIEFING WAS FOLLOWED BY A WALKING TOUR OF THE TWO
REFUGEE HAMLETS, ESCORTED BY THE VILLAGE CHIEF AND RF
COMPANY COMMANDER. Z-N THIS AREA, SIR ROBERT TALKED WITH
ME KAHLET CHIEF, CHIEF OF VILLAGE POLICE, PSDF PERSONNEL
AND WITH A FEW OF THE REFUGEES.
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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Oo AT ABOUT 1430 HOURS, THE PARTY AGAIN BOARDED THE
BOATS AND TRAVELED TO CAM NAM ISLAND, WHERE ONE OF THE
PROVINCE'S MOST DEVELOPED VILLAGE AREAS IS LOCATED. HERE
HE MET AND TALKED WITH THE DISTRICT CHIEF, VILLAGE CHIEF
AND HAMLET OFFICIALS. HE HAS SHOWN SEVERAL 0F THE
VILLAGE SELF DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, THE PSDF, RF UNITS
AND VARIOUS FAMILY PROJECTS.

Do THE TOUR OF CAM NAM WAS COMPLETED SOONER THAN
EXPECTED SO THE PARTY REQUESTED TO VISIT THE PROVINCE
INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS COORDINATION CENTER (PIOCC).
UPON COMPLETION OF THIS VISIT. AT ABOUT 1630 HOURS THE
PARTY RETURNED TO THE AIR FIELD AND DEPARTED FOR DANANG.

E. ALTHOUGH SIR ROBERT AND MR. PALMER SHOWED
INTEREST IN THE PACIFICATION ASPECTS OF PROVINCE PROO
GRANS., THEY APPEARED TO BE MORE INTERESTED IN THE ENEMY
SATUATION; SPECIFICALLY: CURRENT STATUS OF NVA/VC/VCI
ELEMENTS. VCI ORGANIZATION AND STRENGTH, VCI REPLACE-
MENT PROBLEMS, V.G.I SUPPLY AND PERSONNEL PROBLEMS,
ATTACKS AGAINST GVN VILLAGE/MAMLET GOVERNMENTAL STRUC-
TURES, VALIDATION OF VCI ELIMINATIONS, AND EFFECTIVE=
NESS OF NATIONAL POLICE.
50 DINNER, CG, III MAF 9 NOV 1959 . FOLLOWING A DINNER
PARTY HOSTED BY LTGEN NICKERSON, SIR ROBERT MADE A
SHORT BUT VERY DRAMATIC SPEECH WHICH. ADDRESSED KEY
ISSUES OF THE TIMES. THIS ADDRESS HIGHLIGHTED HIS IM-
PRESSIONS AND OUTLOOKS MORE VIVIDLY THAN ANY OTHER
SINGLE EVENT OF THE TRIP. HIS MAIN POINTS WERE:

Ao MIS GENERAL APPROBATION WITH U. S. CONDUCT OF
THE UAR AND PRAISE FOR THE DEDICATION AND BRAVERY OF
OUR TROOPS.

8. ACCEPTANCE, IN ESSENCE. OF THE DOMINO THEORY:
HE STRESSED THAT PROOF OF THE PUDDING IS OBTAINED BY
ASKING ONE OF THE DOMINOES. SIR ROBERT SAID ASIAN
LEADERS FEAR COMMUNISM MUCH MORE THAN THEY ARE ABLE
80 ADMIT PUBLICLY.

Co PRAISE FOR PRESIDENT NIXON'S SPEECH SAYING IT
WOULD GO DOUN AS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT SPEECHES
AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT HAS MADE THIS: CENTURY.

Do OUR NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE OBJECTIVE OF THIS
WAR IS NO LONGER A MILITARY ONE BUT. RATHER A PSYCH OLOGY
ICAL BATTLE FOR THE THOUGHTS AND MINDS OF THE PEOPLE
WE MUST REALIZE THE POWER OF THE MIND AND INSURE IT IS
APPLIED MOST EFFECTIVELY IN OUR BEHALF O

E. IN TERMS OF NATIONAL COMMITMENT, HE TOOK ISSUE
WITH GEORGE BALL ON THE RELATIVE PRECEDENCE OF SOUTH
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VIEXNAM® CHR. BALL'S RECENT LETTER TO THE EDITOR IN TIME
MAGAZINED STATES VIETNAM SHOULD CONTINUE TO HAVE
FUNDAMENTAL U6 So INTEREST o STATED HE INTENDED 8.0

PERSONALLY TELL BALL WHEN THEY NEXT MET.
Poi ACKNOWLEDGED FRANCE S PIQUE AND RESULTANT LACK

OF SUPPORT FOR Do So BUT STRESSED EUROPEAN SUPPORT IN
REAL CRISES.

Go EXPRESSED NO DOUBT OF NVA/VC DEFEAT IN MAJOR
OFFENSIVE BUT AGAIN QUESTIONED U. S. PUBLIC'S WILLING
NESS TO PSYCHOL OGICALLY ACCEPT THE IMPACT OF RENEUED
HEAVY FIGHTING. HE STRESSED THIS POINT ON SEVERAL
OCCASIONS DURING HIS IRIPS HIS PREOCCUPATION WITH
OBTAINING MANY DIFFERENT VIEWS OF ENEMY INTENTIONS:
SEENED TO REFLECT HIS SEARCH FOR INFORMATION ON UNICH
TO POSTULATE A PICTURE OF THE COMING MONTHS
6. XXIV CORPS. 10 NOV 1969. BURMA ROAD SPENT A FULL
DAY IN THE FIELD. ME WAS ACCOMPANIED BY MGEN WHEELER
WHO REPORTED HE SEEMED TO THOROUGHLY ENJOY HIS VISIT
AND WAS FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH WHAT HE SAW AND: HEARD.

Do MAJOR AREAS OF INTEREST:
SID THE PACIFICATION PICTURE, NOT FROM THE

STATISTICAL BRIEF. BUT FROM VISITS TO THE HAMLETS AND
VILLAGES. A COMPARISON OF THE PRE-TET PICTURE WITH THE
SITUATION TODAY.

(2) AN EVALUATION OF THE ARVN AND THEIR CAPABIL a

ITY TO WITHSTAND A DIVISION SIZE ATTACK FROM THE DMZ.
838 THE INTENTIONS OF THE ENEMY: IN THE NEAR

FUTURE.
848 THE RECOVERY OF HUE CITY SINCE TET OF 68

TO INCLUDE HUE UNIVERSITY.
SSO NOTES DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
GPO4
BOO.
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30 PERTINENT QUESTIONS
5.19 BURMA ROAD ASKED 3 OR 4 QUESTIONS WHEREVER

HE STOPPED TO VISIT MOST OF THE TIME THEY APPEARED TO

BE ASKED IN AN EFFORT TO SHOW INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT

RATHER THAN SEEKING INFORMATION, A FEW WERE MORE PUR

POSEFUL AND POINTED.
828 WHAT IS THE ENEMY CURRENTLY ATTEMPTING IO

DO? ANSWER: HE IS SEEKING RICE AND FOOD. HE IS

ATTEMPTING TO REBUILD HIS CADRES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

(3) SHOULD THE ENEMY ATTEMPT A MAJOR OFFENSIVE

ACROSS THE DMZ , AT WHAT STRENGTH IS HE CAPABLE OF

CROSSING IN, AND FOR HOW LONG COULD HE SUSTAIN A

PENETRATION? THIS QUESTION WAS ASKED OF COL GIAI AT

FSB CARROLLY. ANSWER: HE COULD ATTACK WITH UP TO A

DIVISION. HE COULD NOT SUSTAIN HIS ATTACK FOR MORE THAN

TEN DAYS.
(is) HAVE YOU ENCOUNTERED A RELUCTANCE ON THE

PART OF AGENCIES AT DISTRICT LEVEL TO SHARE INTELLIGENCE

INFORMATION? CASKED BY MR. PALMER OF THE PSAD. ANSWER:

YES, OUR DIOCC'S HAVE SOME PROBLEMS BUT THEY ARE

DIFFERENT AT EACH DISTRICT. THEY REFLECT THE LEADER-

SHIP OF THE DISTRICT CHIEF.
(5) IS THERE ANY EFFORT TO ASSIST AND WORK WITH

THE MONTAGNARDS CASKED BY MR. PALMER OF THE ESCORT

OFFICER). ANSWER: YES, THEY HAVE A MINORITIES GROUP

HERE IN HUE. THE CHIEU HOI ADVISOR WORKS WITH THEM.

THEY HAVE A SCHOOL FOR THE MONTGNARD CHILDREN.

(6) IS THE UNIVERSITY OF HUE FULLY OPERATIONAL ?

DOCTOR CHAU DISCUSSED THE OPERATION OF THE UNIVERSITY

IN CONSIDERABLE DETAIL AND PROVIDED A. GUIDED TOUR OF

ALL THE FACILITIES, TO INCLUDE SEVERAL CLASSES IN

SESSION. BURMA ROAD EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST

IN THE UNIVERSITY.
C. ANY IMPRESSIONS VISITS MAY HAVE TENDERED.

(1) BURMA ROAD CREATED QUITE AN IMPRESSION ON

COL HT HAN, PROVINCE CHIEF AND DOCTOR CHAU, PRESIDENT

OF THE UNIVERSITY. BOTH KNEW HIS BACKGROUND WELL AND

WERE FAMILIAR WITH HIS WRITINGS. COL THAN DISCUSSED

HIS THOUGHTS OF THE WAR WITH BURMA ROAD DURING LUNCH.

(2) BURMA ROAD SAID THE MARKED PROGRESS IN

PACIFICATION IN THE AREA WAS OBVIOUS. HE APPEARED TO

BE VERY FAVORABLY IMPRESSED WITH THE FOUR RECENTLY

CAPTURED 120MM MORTARS IN FRONT OF THE FIRST ARVN

REGIMENT'S CP AT NANCY. HE OBSERVED SEVERAL TIMES THAT
IN THE

HE THOUGHT THERE MIGHT BE TEMPORARY SET-BACK

PROGRESS OF PACIFICATION, BUT NO GENERAL: REGRESSION.

(3) BURMA ROAD WAS HIGHLY IMPRESSED WITH THE

PROGRESS AT HUE UNIVERSITY.
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Do OVERALL. BURMA ROAD AND MR.o PALNER FOUND THEIR
XXIV CORPS VISIT INTERESTING AND PRODUCTIVE. HE
OBVIOUSLY HAS ESTABLISHED AM EXCELLENT. RAPPORT WITH THE
VIETNAMESE. BOTH COL THAN AND DOCTOR CHAU WERE VERY
INTERESTED IC HIS COMMENTS AND ANXEOUS TO SHOW MIM
EVERY COURTESY.

I.o BURMA ROAD, IN HIS DISCUSSION WITH GEN ZAIS
STATED THAT ME HAS ASTOUNDED AT THE PROGRESS UNICH HAS
TAMEN PLACE SINCE HIS VISIT MORE THAN A YEAR AGO. RE
WAS MOST COMPLIMENTARY ON THE SUCCESSES WHICH HAVE
BEEN ACHIEVED IN THE ELIMINATION OF THE VC INFRA-
STRUCTURE, AND WAS IMPRESSED WITH COL THAN AND THE WORK
HE IS DOING.
70 AMERICAL DIVISION, 88 NOV 1969. UPON ARRIVAL AT
THE AMERICAL DIVISION HEADQUARTERS, BURMA ROAD WAS NET
BY BGEN COOKSEY. THE G-28 G-3 AND Gos DISCUSSED RECENT
EVENTS WITHIN THE AMERICAL IAOR.

Do SIR ROBERT ASKED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
8 B.D REFERENCE RICE AND FOOD CACHES: HOW WAS IT

STORED, FOR LONG TERM STORAGE FOR A YEAR OR MORE of

ANSVER: THE CACHES WERE FOUND IN 55 GALLON DRUMS
IN BASKETS WRAPPED IN PLASTIC AND DID NOT APPEAR TO BE
FOR LONG TERM STORAGE.

(2). ASKED, STRENGIN OF ENEMY UNITS AND PER CENT
OF NVA IN V.C URITS? ANSWER: HE WAS GIVEN LATEST 08
MOLDINGS OF ENEMY STRENGTHS AND. TOLD THAT VERY FELL LF
UNITS HAVE NVA BUT MF UNITS CONTAIN A LARGE PER CENT
OF NVA, UP TO SD PER CENT IN SOME UNITS.

838 HAS THE SECREITY OF ANY DISTRICTS BEEN COM-
PLETELY TURNED OVER TO RF/PFT ANSWER: NO.

Do SIR ROBERT THEN VISITED THE 2D ARVN DIVISION
WHERE ME WAS GREETED BY BGEN TOAN AND RECEIVED AN
INTELLIGENCE AND OPERATIONS BRIEFING HE ASKED NO
QUESTIONS.
Co AT QUANG NGAI PROVINCE HEADQUARTERS, HE WAS
GREETED BY COL WHIEN, PC: AND MR. DILLERY, PSA. NE WAS
BRIEFED BY COL KHIENO
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
UNQUOFE:
GP-4
BT
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/ / PERSO NNEL REQU!REMf. NI S FOR II! f'tlAf HEIWQUARTSRS 
/ ./ 10 ON SUNDAY LAST ~ THE 16TH OF' NOVEMaER 9 GENERAL ':\i3RPMS 
/ /t-JAS BRIEFED BY HIS STAFF ON THE Ar1ALGAMAT ION PLAN \'iHI CH 
//\'JE HAD SENT rOR\.JARDo HIS STAFF RECOMMENDED THAT A [1MHNE 
/ .LIGEN REMAIN IN COMMAND OF III MAF~ AN ARMY BRIGADIER 
v / GENERAL BE CHIEF Or STAfF' AND THE DEPUTY BE At~ AR:'II't f'iA~!On 
// GENERAL VICE MAR!NE AS \1]E HAD RECOf'l"lENDED" THE STAFF ALSO 
/ • RECOMMENDED TO GENERAL AdRAMS THAT THE AMALGAMATION dE 
.. / DZFERRED UNT!L. is JANUARY 1970<) ONE FURTHER RECOM~1ENDA'­
/ / TION CONSIDERED T HE t~t\ffJI NG OF THE HEADQUARTERS D HIS 
/ A STAFF' RECOM~1ENDED THE AMALGAP1ATED STAFF BE CALLED I II 
, / VfVo GENERAL ABRAMS ASKED IF THERE \oJERE ANY CO~1MEi~TS 
/. f.\ftTER THE BRIEF'ING AND THERE WERE NONE" AT ThIS POINT 9 

/. 
/. PAGE TWO R HMMAFA2263 TOP SEC RET ISPE CAT EXCLUS I VE FOR [:jrE:: 
7/ HE STATED HE l~AS Nor GOING TO MAJ{E A DECISION AT THIS 
// rIf'lE" HE SAID THAT THERE WERE TOO Mf4NY UNCEH'" 
~ IAINTIES CONCERNING WITHDRAWALS; TOO MANY UNCERTAINTIES 
/ CONCERNING THE Di1JZ, TOO MANY UNCERTAINTIES CONCERNING ENE!'lY 

/ 
INTENTIONS DURING THE NEXT lET? ETC. ACCORDINGLY. HIS 
DECISION l~AS TO ~JOT CHANGE THE STATUS QUO AT THIS TH1E. 

/ HE ALSO STATED THAT HE \-JOULD AdSORB ANY CHlTICISM THAT 
/ / MIGHT OCCUR AS A RESULT OF HIS HAVING AN EXTRA HEADQUARTERS. 
~ 20 HAD THE AMALGAMATION TAKEN PLACE COL PATTON, NOW G-2 Of 
/ XXIV CORPS WOULD HAVE BECOME G~2 OF III MAFo HOI:JEVER 9 INASf'111CH 

/ 

AS THE AMALGAMATION IS NO! TO TAKE PLACED MEL lAIS HAS ASKED 
TO KEEP PATTON AND WE HAVE AGREED TO IHISo WE ASKED MACV TO 

/ 
PROV IDE US COL DZ IALO FROM HIS 51 AFl' TO SERVE AS THE ! 11 r'1rW 

/ 
G"'2 A ND HE HAS VERBALLY AGREED 0 ttJE ARE FOLLOWI NG THIS 
VERBAL AGREEMENT BY MESSAGEo WHEN MACV OFFICIALLY CONCURS; 

/ ~-JE HILL NEED ORDERS FOR DZIALO AND ItJILL SUBi1Il' SUCH A REQUEST 

/ 
10 YOUo \1£ NILL ALSO HAVE TO REPLACE DZIALOo tIlE WILL NEED 
YOUR HELP" 

"/ .3" YOU RECALL T HAT ED vI HEELER IS 8El NG TRANSFERRED 15 DE CEl"IBER 
/ FROM XXIV CORPS AND CkUCK BAILEY HAS LEFT XXIV CORPS AS Of 

/ PAC. E 1,-,: oZ DAGES ~ 
. Q _ U\ _ .. _. I . " 

(r "'"" .""'" COI"'( QL OF 3 COPIES' 'iT © [7J fr" ~ t rI:u 0 
/////////////////////////////////: 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

III

PITTZYUW RHMMAFA2263 3231349-TIII -RUHHFMA.
ZNY TTTTT
P 1913492 NOV 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHKFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
OPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON, MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER DURING WORKING
HOURS)
PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS FOR III MAF HEADQUARTERS
10 ON SUNDAY LAST, THE 16TH OF NOVEMBER, GENERAL ABRAMS
WAS BRIEFED BY HIS STAFF ON THE AMALGAMATION PLAN WHICH
WE HAD SENT FORWARD. HIS STAFF RECOMMENDED THAT A MARINE
LIGEN REMAIN IN COMMAND OF III MAF, AN ARMY BRIGADIER
GENERAL BE CHIEF OF STAFF AND THE DEPUTY BE AN ARMY MAJOR
GENERAL VICE MARINE AS WE HAD RECOMMENDED. THE STAFF ALSO
RECOMMENDED TO GENERAL ABRAMS THAT THE AMALGAMATION BE
DEFERRED UNTIL 15 JANUARY 1970. ONE FURTHER RECOMMENDA-
TION CONSIDERED THE NAMING OF THE HEADQUARTERS. HIS
STAFF RECOMMENDED THE AMALGAMATED STAFF BE CALLED III
FFV. GENERAL ABRAMS ASKED IF THERE WERE ANY COMMENTS
AFTER THE BRIEFING AND THERE WERE NONE. AI THIS POINT,

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2263 T 0 C E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCE3
HE STATED HE WAS NOT GOING TO MAKE A DECISION AT THIS
TIME. HE SAID THAT THERE WERE TOO MANY UNCER
TAINTIES CONCERNING WITHDRAWALS; TOO MANY UNCERTAINTIES
CONCERNING THE DMZ; TOO MANY UNCERTAINTIES CONCERNING ENEMY
INTENTIONS DURING THE NEXT TET, ETC. ACCORDINGLY, HIS
DECISION WAS TO NOT CHANGE THE STATUS QUO AT THIS TIME.
HE ALSO STATED THAT HE WOULD ABSORB ANY CRITICISM THAT
MIGHT OCCUR AS A RESULT OF HIS HAVING AN EXTRA HEADQUARTERS,
2. HAD THE AMALGAMATION TAKEN PLACE COL PATTON, NOW G-2 OF
XXIV CORPS WOULD HAVE BECOME G-2 OF III MAF. HOWEVER, INASMUCK
AS THE AMALGAMATION IS NOT TO TAKE PLACE, MEL ZAIS HAS ASKED
TO KEEP PATTON AND WE HAVE AGREED TO THIS. WE ASKED MACV TO
PROVIDE US COL DZIALO FROM HIS STAFF TO SERVE AS THE III MAF
G-2 AND HE HAS VERBALLY AGREED. WE ARE FOLLOWING THIS
VERBAL AGREEMENT BY MESSAGE. WHEN MACV OFFICIALLY CONCURS,
WE WILL NEED ORDERS FOR DZIALO AND WILL SUBMIT SUCK A REQUEST
TO YOU. WE WILL ALSO HAVE TO REPLACE DZIALO. WE WILL NEED
YOUR HELP.
3, YOU RECALL THAT ED WHEELER IS BEING TRANSFERRED 15 DECEMBER
FROM XXIV CORPS AND CHUCK BAILEY HAS LEFT XXIV CORPS AS OF
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7 / ~~~~~~~A ~D ~;~~E~~~S B~~S H~G~~~D A~~E~O~O~S~ ~g~o~E~Gi~ ~~PLACE ~. 
/. CHUCK BAILEY AND 1 HAVE AGREEDo I WILL SEE \~HAT I CAN '\ 

/ 
CO[IJE UP ~HTH FRO~l MY STAFF" FOR THIS BILLET AND ttJILL KEEP "-

/

y / YOU ADVISEDQ ,.' 
/ . 40 INASMUCH AS I WILL NOT BE GETTING AN ARMY BRIGADIER , , 

GE NERA1.. AS MY CHIEF OF 5! AFJi NOW n I I NTEND TO MOVE LEO " . 
'/ DULACKI UPo 1 NEED f.\ MARINE 3RIGADIER GENEHAL TO REPUiCE "\ 
'/ HIM AND \40ULD LIKE TO HAVE HH1 AT THE EARLIEST POSSlt3LE ",' 

DAlEo ANY ASSISTANCE YOU CAN GIVE ME IN THIS REGARD 
.' / WOULD BE GREAIL Y APPRECIATED" I CaUL D USE LE NNY VR 180RG. 
/ ~ 50 LE\~ WALT IS DOWN AT SAIGON TODAYo PRIOR TO LE~J'S " 
/ DEPARTURE THIS t~ORNrNGII WE GAVE HIM A dRIEFING ON THIS \,. . 

/ 
PROPOSED AMI-)LGAMATION PLAN AND HE IS UP~TO'~DATE ON IT u '\.. 

/ 

THE PRESIDENT TODAY ASKED TO SEE LE~)p SO LEvJ "JILL BE GOHJG "-
BACK DOt~N IN THE fflORNING rOR A 10010 MEETlNGo "-

/ 
60 WARM REGARDS" \.. '" 

/ 

GP~4 '\ 
BT "-

/ 22ti;' ~ 

~ ~ 
~ PAGE~OFc2 PAGES ~ 
~ ~J(Z) ~ 
/ II' MAF 2100//1. COPV~OF-LCOPIES \T(Q)~ ~ffi~~ri'IT ~ 
////////////////////////////////~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2263 IOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
YESTERDAY. MEL ZAIS HAS AGREED TO NOT ASK FOR A MGEN TO
REPLACE ED WHEELER BUT HE HAS ASKED FOR A COLONEL TO REPLACE
CHUCK BAILEY AND I HAVE AGREED. I WILL SEE WHAT I CAN
COME UP WITH FROM MY STAFF FOR THIS BILLET AND WILL KEEP
YOU ADVISED.
4. INASMUCH AS I WILL NOT BE GETTING AN ARMY BRIGADIER
GENERAL AS MY CHIEF OF STAFF NOW, I INTEND TO MOVE LEO
DULACKI UP. I NEED A MARINE BRIGADIER GENERAL TO REPLACE
HIM AND WOULD LIKE TO HAVE HIM AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE
DATE. ANY ASSISTANCE YOU CAN GIVE ME IN THIS REGARD
WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED. I COULD USE LENNY FRIBORG.
5. LEW WALT IS DOWN AT SAIGON TODAY. PRIOR TO LEW S
DEPARTURE THIS MORNING, WE GAVE HIM A BRIEFING ON THIS
PROPOSED AMALGAMATION PLAN AND HE IS UP-TO-DATE ON IT.
THE PRESIDENT TODAY ASKED TO SEE LEW, SO LEW WILL BE GOING
BACK DOWN IN THE MORNING FOR A 1000 MEETING.
6. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2200
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SECTION ONE OF TWO
SUBJECT: MACV REDEPLOYMENT PLANS CUP
Do (IS/LD) III MAF G-3 ATTENDED MEETING AT HQS MACV ON 19 NOV 69
IN REGARD TO MACV PLANS FOR FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS. PURPOSE OF
MEETING WAS TO PRESENT TO FORCE: COMMANDERS AND COMPONENT COMMANDERS
REPRESENTATIVES PREVIEW OF BRIEFING WHICH WILL BE GIVEN TO COMMANDERS
AT 22 NOV 69 VIEU.
20 8TS/LD) BRIEFING WAS INTRODUCED BY M.ACV j-3 WHOP AFTER HIS
INTRODUCTION, DEPARTED. GIST OF J-3 REMARKS AS FOLLOWS:

Ao A NEW ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION IN RVN WAS MADE; PREVIOUS
ASSESSMENT 5 WEEKS AGO CONCLUDED NO POSSIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL REDE-
FLOYMENTS. LATEST ASSESSMENT CONCLUDED THAT, ON BASIS OF ENEMY
SITUATION, THERE SHOULD NOT BE ADDITIONAL REDEPLOYMENTS DURING FIRST

PAGE TWO RHMNAFA2337 TOPSECRET /LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FEW MONTHS OF 1970. HOWEVER, THE POLITICAL PRESSURES ARE SUCH
THAT ADDITIONAL REDEPLOYMENTS WILL HAVE TO BE MADE.

B. ASSUMPTION IS I HAI A 35,000 REDEPLOYMENT PACKAGE WILL
BE ANNOUNCED IN EARLY DECEMBER TO BE COMPLETED IN APRIL. HOW-
EVER, PENTAGON IS THINKING OF A FIGURE HIGHER THAN 35,000.

Co NSSN-36 HAS SERVED AS A POINT OF DEPARTURE FOR EXAMINATION
OF POSSIBLE FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS.

Do COMUSMACV HAS RECEIVED GUIDANCE FROM CJCS BASED ON
SECDEF MEMO CONCERNING LONG RANGE OUTLOOK FOR RVN. INSTEAD OF
RESIDUAL FORCE OF ABOUT 285,000 SHOULD NOW START THINKING OF
200,000 OR AS LOW AS 190,000. NO PROSPECT OF SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGETS IN
FUTURE; SHOULD START THINKING OF DRAVING DOWN TO
MAAG ONLY WITHIN TWO YEARS; NO LONGER VALID, IN LONGER RANGE,
TO PLAN ON PROVIDING A LOT OF COMBAI SUPPORT TO RVNAF. THE
TERM "RESIDUAL FORCE" NO LONGER A GOOD TERM AND WILL BE
REPLACED BY "U.S. FORCES" o PREVIOUSLY, VIETNAMIZATION WAS CONSTRUED
TO MEAN RVN CAPABILITY TO HANDLE" INTERNAL THREAT"S
NOW IS EXTENDED TO MEAN "EXTERNAL THREAT" AS WELL. WILL
PROBABLY DRAW DOWN TO 190K-260K BY JULY 1971 AND TO MAAG

PAGE / OF 5 PAGES
44 11

COPY 2 OF 3 COPIES TOP SECRET
111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET
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ALONE BY JULY 1973.

E. IN VIEW OF PARAGRAPH Do ABOVE COMUSMACV WAS TO HAVE

MEETING LATER THAT DAY IN REGARD TO
DRAWING UP NEW PLANS FOR WHAT WE WANT RVNAF TO LOOK LIKE IF IT

IS TO" BE FULLY SELF"SUFFICIENT EXAMINATION WILL INVOLVE

RVNAF ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES, TOE S , WEAPONS, INCREASING OR

DECREASING NUMBERS AND TYPES OF UNITS, ETC.O MACV REQUIRED

TO SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS TO JCS SOONESTAPROBADLY MID-

DECEMBER) FOR SUBMISSION TO SECDEF BY 31 JAN 1970.

30 (IS/LIMDIS) SUMMARY OF BRIEFING BY J03 ACTION OFFICER AS

FOLLOWS:
Ro ASSESSMENT. THE FUTURE IS UNCERTAIN. THE KEY TO WHAT

HAPPENS NEXT IN RVN STILL LIES WITH ENEMY. IT NOW APPEARS HE
IS SIMILIAL OUSLY PREPARING TWO STRATEGIC OPTIONS. FIRST, TO
INCREASE OFFENSIVE ACTIVITY EARLY. IN 1970. SECOND, TO CONTINUE
THE WAR AT A GENERALLY LOW LEVEL OF ACTIVITY, FUNCTUATED BY
OCCASIONAL HIGH POINTS. IN CONJUNCTION WITH EITHER, HE CAN
INCREASE TERRORISM, PROPAGANDA, AND POSSIBLY TRY TO DISRUPT GVN
PACIFICATION PROGRAMS. THE AMBUGUITY SURROUNDING THE ENEMY S
CAPABILITIES AND INTENTIONS REMAINS D AND THE SITUATION AS YET

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA2337 II I/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
DOES NOT PROVIDE A SOUND BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS ON FURTHER
U.S. TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS.

8. PHASE 3 REDEPLOYMENTS WERE CONSIDERED IN THE BROADER
CONTEXT OF APPROXIMATELY 200,000 FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS NECES-
SARY TO REDUCE TO APPROXIMATELY 283,000 SUPPORT LEVEL.

Co SEVERAL FACTORS INFLUENCED MACV THINKING. FIRST, ON
15 OCT 69 CJCS REQUESTED VIEWS ON A SECDEF PROPOSAL IO REDE-
PLOY 100,000 TROOPS IN FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1970 SPECULATING
THAT GREATER FLEXIBILITY COULD BE OBTAINED BY SCHEDULING REDE-
PLOYMENTS AROUND WHAT WAS DESCRIBED AS THE TROOP TURBULENCE
DURING TET" ON 21 OCT MACV RESPONDED THUT SUCH AN INCREASE
ALLOWED VIRTUALLY NO FLEXIBILITY; IT. ABANDONED THE "CUT AND TRY"
APPROACH: IT WAS UNREALISTIC TO TRY TO SCHEDULE AROUND A
POSSIBLE ENEMY SPRING OFFENSIVE. ON. 22 OCT, CJCS INDICATED
THAT SECDEF MAY WISH TO DISCUSS PHASE 3 REDEPLOYMENTS SOMETIME
EARLY IN DECEMBER. CINCPAC FOLLOWED GJCS MESSAGE WITH ITS OWN
REQUEST FOR PHASE 3 RECOMMENDATIONS BY 24 NOV. ON 15 NOV
CINCPAC REITERATED HIS REQUEST FOR MACV RECOMMENDATIONS ON A PHASE 3
FORCE PACKAGE FOR CINCPAC PLANNING PRUPOSES. AS A
CONSEQUENCE, MACV HAS BEEN EVALUATING: ALTERNATIVES AT THE
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100,000 AND 209,000 LEVELS AS A. FRAMEWORK WITHIN WHICH SPECIFIC
REDOMMENDATIONS FOR PHASE 3 COULD BE MADE.

Do THO BROAD ALTERNATIVES WERE CONSIDERED. FIRST ALTERNA
TIVE, FOLLOWS SCHEME LAID OUT IN ORIGINAL NSSM-36 PLAN, 1.000
ADDITIONAL ARMY TROOPS COULD BE REDEPLOYED UNTILL THE ARMY
SUPPORT LEVEL, WHICH REMAINS AFTER PHASE 60 IS REACHED, THEN
TAKE OUT THE REST OF THE MARINES. THIS WOULD MEAN TAKING OUT:

12 BRIGADE FORCES AND THREE DIVISION BASES.
E. IN THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE, THE PROCESS IS REVERSED.

ALL THE MARINES AND SOME ARMY FORCES WOULD REDEPLOY IN THE NEXT
100,000. THIS WOULD INVOLVE ONLY EIGHT BRIGADES AND TWO DIVI-
SION BASES. HOWEVER, UNDER THIS OPTION NINE USMC FIGHTERS
ATTACK SQUADRONS WOULD ALSO BE REDEPLOYED.

Fo THE FOLLOWING WERE GIVEN AS ADVANTAGES OF THE MARINE
HEAVY OPTION:

818 DELAYS DRAWDOWN ON GROUND COMBAT FORCES BY SAVING
FOUR BRIGADES AND ONE DIVISION BASE

828 FACILITATES READJUSTMENT OF COMMAND ARRANGEMENTS
IN I CORPS, I.E.00 AMALGAMATION OF XXIV CORPS AND III MAF.

(3) FACILITATES CLOSING NSA DANANG.

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA2337 I 0 P SECR FEI/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

848 APPEASES CRITICS WHO HAVE CRITICIZED EXCESSIVE
TACAIR STRENGTH IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.

858 ELIMINATES DUPLICATIONS OF TWO SERVICES, 10E08
USA AND USNC SERVICES HEADQUARTERS AND LOGISTIC SYSTEMS.

868 ASSISTS IN RECONSTITUTING PACOM RESERVE.
Go THE FOLLOWING WERE GIVEN AS DESADVANTAGES 80 MARINE

HEAVY OPTIONS
832 EARLY DRAWDOWN ON TACAIR:
(2) EARLY REQUIREMENT FOR USARV TO RELIEVE NSA DANANG.
(3) MAY REQUIRE IN-COUNTRY DEPLOYMENTS IO COUNTER

ENEMY.
348 UNCERTAIN PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ON GVN LEADERS IN

ICTZ.
(5) ROKMC SUPPORT A PROBLEM.
(5) POTENTIAL SERVICE PROBLEM BY "TAKING OUT THE

VOLUNTEERS AND REPLACING WITH "DRAFTEES"
No THE MACV PREFERRED OPTION ON THE BASIS OF THE ABOVE

FACTORS IS THE MARINE HEAVY PACKAGE:
Do THE FIRST INCREMENT OF 35,000 WOULD CONSIST OF AN ARMY

DIVISION C I ST INFANTRY DIVISION) FOLLOWED BY RLI-26 OR AN ARMY
GP-4
BT

PAGE
3 OF 5PAGES

44/3)
2 3 TOP SECRETCOPY OF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

OTTTEYUV RHMMAFA2338 3240654-TTXT ow RUNHFMA.
ZNY ITTIT
0 2896542 NOV 59
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNNFMA/CG FMFPAC
BI
I D P S C as E I/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER DURING
NORMAL WORKING HOURS) SECTION TWO OF TWO
ERIGADE. ON BASIS OF ENEMY SITUATION, MACU PREFERS TO GO WITH
RLI-26, THE SECOND INCREMENT OF ABOUT 27,000 WOULD CONSIST OF
TWO RLI'S, A BRIGADE AND SERVICE SUPPORT. FENALLY, IN THE
THIRD INCREMENT, THE REST OF THE MARINES WOULD REDEPLOY AND
THERE WOULD BE A TRANSFER OF NECESSARY PORTIONS OF NSA DANANG
TO THE ARMY.

do RECOMMENDATIONS BY MACV STAFF TO CONUSMACY AS FOLLOWS:
828 APPROVE ASSESSMENT D UPDATE AND FORWARD TO CJCS AND

CINCPAC.
828 MARINE HEAVY OPTION BE ADOPTED FOR FURTHER PLANNING.
(3) PHASE 3 REPLY TO CINCPAC 80 CONSIST OF 55,000

PACKAGE FOR PLANNING BUT NO RECOMMENDATION AS TO TIMING.

PAGE TWO RHMNAFA2338 I 0 SECRE T/LINDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
40 (TS/LD) IN DISCUSSIONS AFTER BRIEFING, BRIEFER INDICATED THAT COMUS
MACV PERSONALLY FAVORS THE MARINE HEAVY OPTION AND
THE 35,000 FIRST INCREMENT PACKAGE CONTAINING RLI-26; THE OVER-
RIDING FACTOR WAS THE LOSS OF 8 BRIGADES VERSAS 12 BRIGADES:
BELIEVES, IF HE IS REQUIRED TO REDEPLOY 100,000, THE OPTION
WHICH RETAINS THE MOST COMBAT FORCES MUST BE ACCEPTED.
ACKNOWLEDGED DRAWDOWN ON TACAIR BUT ESTIMATE REMAINING AIR
FORCE SQUADROIS HAVE A SURGE CAPABILITY. TO MAKE UP 80 PERCENT OF
DIFFERENCE. BRIEFER STATED THE DRASTIC DEPARTURE FROM NSSM-36
WAS DUE TO FACT THAT ENEMY SITUATION HAS NOT PROGRESSED AS
FAVORABLY AS WAS EXPECTED AND 9 THEREFORE, IN EFFECT, PHASE 6
WAS LIP-FLOPPED WITH PHASES 3 4 AND 5 TO PROVIDE MAXIMUM
NUMBER OF BRIGADE FORCES REMAINING. IN. ADDITION, SINCE
RESIDUAL FORCE WILL CHANGE IN MAKE-UP. S.E LESS EMPHASIS ON
U.S. COMBAT SUPPORT, REQUIRE MAXIMUM COMBAT FORCES.
50 (TS/LD) DRIEFER INDICATED COMMANDERS WOULD BE GIVEN AN
OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT AI HIEU BUT COMUSMACV HOPED COMMENTS
WOULD NOT INVOLVE POLITICAL/SERVICE MATTERS. REALIZES FINAL
DECISION WILL BE MADE AT JCS LEVEL AND WOULD PREFER LATTER TO
THRASH OUT SERVICE POLITICS: WOULD HOPE HIS COMMANDERS, AS HE,
APPROACH THE PROBLEM FROM THE STANDPOINT OF a FIELD COMMANDER

44(4)
2 3 TOP SECRETCOPY OF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2338 I 0 P SECRE T/LIMDIS/SPECAT
EXCLUSIVE FOR /MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
ONLY. UNDERSTANDS USMC DESIRE TO "KEEP FLAG IN-COUNTRY" BUT
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS ARE OVER-RIDING.
So (IS/LED CONUSMACV REPORTEDLY INTENDS TO FORWARD HIS RECOM
MENDATIONS ON THE 35,000 PACKAGE TO CINCPAC ON 23 NOV 8969, THE
DAY AFTER VIEUS IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THERE IS SOME SLIGHT
POSSIBLIITY THAT HE MIGHT CHANGE HIS MIND ON INCLUDING RLT-26
IN FIRST INCREMENT. HOWEVER, IT FURTHER APPEARS THAT HE
BELIEVES THE MARINE HEAVY OPTION IS THE MOST PRACTICAL SOLUTION
AND THAT ANY SERVICE RANIFICATIONS WOULD HAVE TO BE RESOLVED
AT JCS LEVEL.
GP-Q
BT
2338
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fB R8Hh~~A'~~ fMfPAC 
aT 
5 E eRE T SPECAT E,(CLUSr VE FOR LIGEN SUSE FR 0(1 LIGEN iH Ci:ERSON 
BUTLER BUILDINGS 
A. YR 131949Z ~ov 69 
l~ (S) I ~lILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE Of") THE PfiOGfiE~:;S 3EING 

MADE 10 OBTA! N aUTLER SLOGS FOR RETROGRADE 0 CONllS 1(.\ CV 
HAS APPROVED DISMANTLING OF SIXTEEN MORE BLDGS iN FLSG 
BRAVO AREA AT DONG HAo THIS i~AI\ES A TOTAL Of' TH1RTY THREE 
AUT HOR IZED SO FAR 0 T HERE ARE FOUR \'10RE SLDGS OCCU PI Er.' dY C6l'JU 

--301 WHICH WILL BE REQUESTED WHEN NSA DECLARES THEM EXCESS 
IN THE NEAR FU'IUREo . _ -
2~ (S) IN THE f'lEANIIME I HAVE EIGHTY HlcGi9W F,-~Or1 '[HE 
ELEVENTH ENGR BN FORMED AS A DETACHMENT AND ATTACHED TO 
VLSG-S TO CONTINUE DISMANTLING dUILDINGS AND PREPARING 
THEM FOR SHIPf1ENT" 1 ~JiLL KEEP THEM ON THIS UNTIL ALL 
AVAILABLE aLBGS HAVE aEEN IDENTIFIED AND DISMANTALED o 

30 (9) XXIV CORPS HAS STATED A REQM! FOR ALL FACILITIES 

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2183 5 E eRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR 
AT QUANG TRI~ ALTHOUGH 1 EXPECT THAT AS ur~ITS SETTLE IN. 
SOME EXCESS SLOGS WILL 3ECOME AVAILABLE. I WILL KEEP AN 
EYE ON T HIS AS l~ELL AS ELSEWHERE 1 N 1 CORPS AS DEVELOP~~E NTS OCC' 'F ' 
VJARM REGARDS 0 

GP~4 

B1 
2183 

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3169) 
0101-V04·6603 

COpy I OF j COPIE~ 
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SECRET 
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PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA2183 3230422-SSSS--RUKHFMA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 190422 NOV 69
EM CG III MAF
TO ROHAFMA/ CG FMFPAC
BT
SSECRET SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
BUTLER BUILDINGS
A. YR 1319492 NOV 69
1. (S) I WILL KEEP YOU UP TO DATE OM THE PROGRESS BEING
MADE TO OBTAIN BUTLER BLDGS FOR RETROGRADE. COMUSMACV
HAS APPROVED DISMANILING OF SIXTEEN MORE BLDGS IN FLSG
BRAVO AREA AT DONG HA. THIS MAKES A TOTAL OF THIRTY THREE
AUTHORIZED SO FAR. THERE ARE FOUR MORE BLDGS OCCUPIED BY CBMU
301 WHICH WILL BE REQUESTED WHEN NSA DECLARES THEM EXCESS
IN THE NEAR FUTURE.
2. (S) IN THE MEANTIME I HAVE EIGHTY TWO MORE FROM THE
ELEVENTH ENGR BN FORMED AS A DETACHMENT AND ATTACHED TO
FLSG-B TO CONTINUE DISMANTLING BUILDINGS AND PREPARING
THEM FOR SHIPMENT. I WILL KEEP THEM ON THIS UNTIL ALL
AVAILABLE BLBGS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AND DISMANTALED,
3. (S) XXIV CORPS HAS STATED A REQMT FOR ALL FACILITIES

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2183 S E CRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
AT QUANG TRI, ALTHOUGH I EXPECT THAT AS UNITS SETTLE IN.
SOME EXCESS BLDGS WILL BECOME AVAILABLE. I WILL KEEP AN
EYE ON THIS AS WELL AS ELSEWHERE IN I CORPS AS DEVELOPMENTS OCCUP.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
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2183
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NICKERSON 
ASSIGNMENT OF G-2 TO III MAF HEADQUARTERS 
A. TELCON BETWEEN BGEN DOOLEY AND BGEN JASKILKA OF 
1 9 NOV 1 9 6,9 . 
1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF' A, IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING 
THAT YOU HAVE' AGREED TO MAKE COL DZIALO AVAILABLE TO MY 
HEADQUARTERS TO SERVE AS G-2.'THIS ACTION ON YOUR PART 
IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 
2. ItHLL REQUEST A SUITABLE. 
R EL IE F FOR D Z I A L 0 • 
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NICKERSON
ASSIGNMENT OF G-2 TO III MAF HEADQUARTERS
A. TELCON BETWEEN BGEN DOOLEY AND BGEN JASKILKA OF
19 NOV 1969
1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A, IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING
THAT YOU HAVE AGREED TO MAKE COL DZIALO AVAILABLE TO MY
HEADQUARTERS TO SERVE AS G-2. THIS ACTION ON YOUR PART
IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.
2. I WILL REQUEST A SUITABLE

Signature

RELIEF FOR DZIALO.
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A61,,)( 'EEM SO tMli\i 6EO C~M t&A\lE A FE~ DAYS \~!lH GEORGEo 
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ABOUT TME amtH OW DECEMBER OR lHER&ABOUTSo KNC!DENTAlLY 
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IOP SECRET

PTITZYUW RHMMAFA2375 3241322-TIIT $2.00 RUNHFMA.
ZNY ITTIT
P 2813227 NOV 69
FN CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
COPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON RDELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS FOR III MAF HEADQUARTERS
Ao CG III MAF 1913492 NOV 69
lo IN REREADING THE HAS BEEN SENT OF REF A THIS
MORNING, I°M NOT EXACILY SURE THAT E HAVE COMMUNI-
CATED TO YOU MY SENSE OF URGENCY ON THE BRIGADIER
GENERAL REPLACEMENT FOR G=30 MY CONCERN, OF

COURSE, is THWT THE G-3 REPLACEMENT. ARRIVE IN TIME
FOR LEO TO MOVE UP TO THE CHIEF'S JOB SO THAT
GEORGE CAN RETURN TO THE STATES SOMEWHERE NEAR THE
NORMAL EXPIRATION OF HIS TOUR.
20 TODAY IS THE 20TH OF NOVEMBER AND GEORGE'S
NORMAL RTD WOULD BE 7 DECEMBER. I THINK THAT WE
SHOULD TAKE POSITIVE STEPS TO ALLOW HIM TO RETURN
HOME PRIOR TO CHRISTMAS. IF THIS IS DONE, IT

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2375 I 0 E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
MEANS THAT THE NEW G-3 SHOULD BE ON BOARD FOR AT LEAST
FIVE DAYS PRIOR TO GEORGE'S DEPARTURE DATE AND PREFER-
ABLY IEN SO THAT LEO CAN HAVE A FEW DAYS WITH GEORGE.
THAT WOULD MEAN THAT THE RELIEF SHOULD GET OUT HERE
ABOUT THE 10TH OF DECEMBER OR THEREABOUTS INCIDENTALLY
GEORGE HAS NEVER COMMENTED ON THIS MATTER ONE WAY OR THE
OTHER AND is PERFECTLY WILLING IO STAY AS LONG AS NEEDED.
WHILE I APPRECIATE THIS, I BELIEVE THAT THE MARINE CORPS
SHOULD EXERT SOME EXIRA EFFORT AND INSURE THAT HIS
RELIEF ARRIVES SOMEWHERE AROUND THE 10TH OF DECEMBER.
AND THAT'S NOT FAR OFF.
30 IN PARAGRAPH 2 OF REFERENCE Do I REQUESTED HELP FOR
A RELIEF FOR OZIALO. X DON'T REALLY HAVE A SUITABLE
RELIEF OUT HERE FOR DZIALO. I HAD CONSISERED RAINFORTH
BUT MACV CAND ID PREFER THAT HE STAY IN HIS PRESENT JOB .

JOHN CANTON:S NORMAL RTD WOULD BE ABOUT THE 21ST OF
DECEMBER. ME , TOO , HAS NEVER COMMENTED ON HIS RETURN
EXCEPT TO SAY THAT HE IS WILLING TO STAY HERE AS LONG
AS NECESSARY. I APPRECIATE THIS ALSO BUT WOULD LIKE FOR
HIM TO of AOLE TO of DETACHED ex 21 DECEMBER ACCORDINGLY
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PAGE THREE RMMMAFA2375 OPSECR .I/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR
I AM REQUESTING THAT YOU PROVIDE A RELIEF FOR DZIALO THAT
WOULD MEET MACVIS REQUIREMENTS ANC M.Y. TIMING. DEIALO
SHOULD BE HERE AOOUT 10 DECENSER WHICH MEANS HIS RE
LIEF SHOULD BE ON BOARD AT MACV BY 5. DECEMBER. SO ONLY
85 DAYS REMAIN
40 SAM JASKILKA HAS ADVISED THAT MACV 3-2 HAS STATED
THAT COL CHARLES STEPHENSON (3D MARDIV G-20 WOULD BE
SATISFACTORY AND ACCEPTABLE. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY, TO SUBMIT,
WOULD BE GRIFF MOODY. HOWEVER I WOULD THINK THAT IT WOULD BE LESS
TRAUMATIC FOR BILL JONES TO LOSE STEPHENSON THAN MOODY.
INASMUCH AS MACV HAS COME UP WITH STEPMENSON'S NAME,
THAT MAY BE THE DEST SOLUTION FOR ALL CONCERNED.
5. WARM REGARDS.
GPOQ
BI
2395
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TO cOt'lUSMAC\} . 
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ASSIGNMENT OF G=2 TO III MAr HEADQUARTERS 
Ao TELECON BETWEEN BGEN DOOLEY AND BGEN JASKILKA OF 
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10 IN ACCORDANCE WITH R~~ Ap IT"IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT 
YOU HAVE AGREED TO f'1JHiE COL DZIALO AVAILAdLE TO rw HEAD·· 

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2284 CON F IDE N T I A L/SPECAT EXCLJSIVE 
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TO RUHHEMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
C I D E N T I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
ASSIGNMENT OF G-2 TO III MAF HEADQUARTERS
10 THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS SENT TO COMUSMACV AND IS
PASSED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE
P 191350Z NOV 69
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
CONFIDENTIAL/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LICEN
NICKERSON
ASSIGNMENT OF G-2 TO III MAF HEADQUARTERS
A. TELECON BETWEEN BGEN DOOLEY AND BGEN JASKILKA OF
19 NOV 1969
1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A. IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAI
YOU HAVE AGREED TO MAKE COL DZIALO AVAILABLE TO MY HEAD-

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2284 C 0 N F I D E I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
QUARTERS TO SERVE AS G=2. THIS ACTION ON YOUR PART IS
GREATLY APPRECIATED,
2. I WILL REQUEST A SUITABLE RELIEF FOR DZIALO.
WARM REGARDS
GP-4
UNQUOTE
GP-4
BT
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• 
SEC RET / EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TO~!NSEND F'ROM L TGEN NIC KERSON 
ASSIGNMENT OF G-2 TO III MAF' HEADQUARTERS 
A. CG III MAF' 191350Z NOV 69 

B. TELCON BEThrEEN BEN DOOLEY AND BGEN JASKIlKA OF 
,,0 NOV 1969· 
J. IN REFERENCE A I STaTED THAT I ",!OUlD REQUEST A 

SHIT~.BlF. REL IEF OF' COL DZIALO •. 
? REFERENCE B STATED THAT COL CHARLES STEPHENSON 

C!lRRH1TlY G-2 OF THE 3D MA.RINE DIVISION T'JOULD BE SATIS-
F' flCTORY AND f\CCEPT~BlE !lfITH MACV. COL STEPHENSON HAS 

BEEN G_2 OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION SINCE JUNE OF' THIS 
YEAR. 
3. ISS1~ING TNaT COL STEPHENSON IS ACCEPTABLE TO YOU I 
1)/OUlD PROPOSE TH,t.,T HE ARRIVE MACV ON 5 DEC 1969 AND COL 
DZIALO.BE DET,~,CHED ON 10 DEC 1969. 1il OULD YOU PLEASE 

A 1)V ISE IF COL STEPHENSON IS ACC EPTA ELF.: AND IF' THE TIM IN 
PROPOSED HEREIN IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE. 
4. wA~M REGARDS. 
GP_4 

'S SO NOTE: DEL IV ER D IlR ING loTORK IN G HOIJRS 
19!?1 

NNNN 

.,.... .... -"'-", 
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P 2106032 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV

ZEM
SECRET / EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ASSIGNMENT OF G-2 TO III MAF HEADQUARTERS
A. CG III MAF 191350Z NOV 69
B. TELCON BETWEEN BEN DOOLEY AND BGEN JASKILKA OF
20 NOV 1969
1. IN REFERENCE A I STATED THAT I WOULD REQUEST A

SUJTABLE RELIEF OF COL DZIALO.
?. REFERENCE B STATED THAT COL CHARLES STEPHENSON
CURRENTLY G-2 OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION WOULD BE SATIS-

FACTORY AND ACCEPTABLE WITH MACV. COL STEPHENSON HAS
BEEN G-2 OF THE 3D MARINE DIVISION SINCE JUNE OF THIS
YEAR.
3. ASSUMING THAT COL STEPHENSON IS ACCEPTABLE TO YOU I

WOULD PROPOSE THAT HE ARRIVE MACV ON 5 DEC 1969 AND COL
DZIALO BE DETACHED ON 18 DEC 1969. WOULD YOU PLEASE

ADVISE IF COL STEPHENSON IS ACCEPTABLE AND IF THE TIMING
PROPOSED HEREIN IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE.

RECEIVED4. WARM REGARDS.

21 NOV P.M.GP_4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
199
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Ff4 CG l! I MAP 
TO RtiSVDE/COMUSMACU 
R.uHHFr~AI CG FMF'PAC 
8T ' ' 
UNCl..AS EFT O/F'ORGENABRAMS AND LTaEN BUSE FROM LIGEN 
NICKERSON (DI::l.IVER 'DURING WORKING MOtias) . 
II! MAF.MEDICAL OFFICER BRIEF ON PLAGUE CONTROL 
1., THE FOLl.OWING WAS BRIEFED AT NY HE'ADQUARTERS ON 21 NOV 
1969., IT IS CONSIDERED W,ORTHY OF A FE\4 SE'CONDS OF YOUR 
11ME$ , ' 
GlUOTE I1 THIS BRIEF! I\IG\I/1LL PRESENT A TE:Cl11111QUE OF PLAGUE 
CONTROL DESIGNED TO KEEP DANANG PORT PLAGUE FREE~ THIS 
SLIDE (DEPICTING A LARGE RAT, A COMB AND AN OVERSIZED 
FLEA) REFLECTS HOW WE KEEP I HE PORI OF DA NANG PLAGUE FREE" 
IT IS A UNIQUE METHOD THA! COULD ~JELl.;""·BECOME AN ACCEPTED 
STANDARD" ' . 

IN EFFECTs WE DO tHIS BY KEEPING A VIGOROUS!) HEALTHY 
BREED OF RATS ! N T HE IMMEDIATE PORT 'AREA& WE HAVE ASSU~IEO 
CERTAIN FACTSg 'J, 

PAGE TWORHMMAFA2648 UNCLAS E I' TO'~' . 
HEALTHY RA1S~J1LL NOT TRANSMIT PLAGUEo 
HEAL! MY RATS HAVE NO FloEASe' ,-<" 
HEAL! HY!l VIGOROUS RATS PROTECT T HE,lR OWN DOMAINE ANti 

PREVEN:r. SCROUNG£ FL.EA 1NF5.51&::8) RATS FROM MOVING INo 
FLiAS LEAVEISICK RATS OR LEAVE WHE~ A RAyrS oOuY TiMP~Rf.\­

TURE FALLS OR RISESo eVERY.SENSITlvt tblEMPERATURE)o 
FORTY (40) RATS ARE TRAPPED PER' \~£EK IN DANANGDOC}( 

AREAS., THEY ARE ANESTHEtIZED WITH CHLOROFORM OR ETHER AND 
ARE COMBED FOR ECTOPARASITES (FLEAS p ErCo) ;.THE RAl IS THEN 

.SACRIFICC:iJ ANi) A POST MORru~ EXAMINAi'ION iJONi:.e ORGANS ARE 
PLANTED ON SPECIAl.. PLAGUE MEDIAe ' ,', 

IN THE PORT CONTROl. AREA OUR HEALTHY VIGOROUS RATS 
HAVE AN ACCEPTABLE fl.EA INDEX OF' ZERO'~;"(PORTS AND AREAS IN 
THE COUNTRY WITHOUT CONTROL HAVE RATS 'WITH FLEA INDEX OF 
40 ... 200) 0 .• 

WHEN OUR HEALTHY VIGOROUS RAT FL~A:INDEX APPROACHES ONE 0 

AFTER Fl..EA INSECTICIDE RESISTANCE STU'j)lES '" THE AREA IS DUSTED 
, WITH LINDANE, ~DT OR uIAZONON (DEPEN~I~G ON FLEA SUSCEPIABILIIY) 

TO KEEP OUR HEALTHY o VIGOROUS RAT rLEA-FREE~ 
THE MORAL OF nus TECHNIQUE!S: ~:PR()TECT YOUR RATS ~NO THEY 
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PITEZYUW RHMMAFA2648 3270100-EEEE--RUHHFMA.
ZNY EEEEE
P 230150Z NOV 09
FM CG III MAF
TO RUSVDE/ COMUSMACV
RUHKFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
UNCLAS E F T O/FOR GEN ABRAMS AND LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
III MAF MEDICAL OFFICER BRIEF ON PLAGUE CONTROL
1. THE FOLLOWING WAS BRIEFED AT MY HEADQUARTERS ON 21 NOV
1969. IT IS CONSIDERED WORTHY OF A FEW SECONDS OF YOUR
TIME:
QUOTE. THIS BRIEFING WILL PRESENT A TECHNIQUE OF PLAGUE
CONTROL DESIGNED TO KEEP DANANG PORT PLAGUE FREE. THIS
SLIDE (DEPICTING A LARGE RAT, A COMB AND AN OVERSIZED
FLEA) REFLECTS HOW WE KEEP THE PORT OF DANANG PLAGUE FREE.
IT IS A UNIQUE METHOD THAT COULD WELL BECOME AN ACCEPTED
STANDARD.

IN EFFECT, WE DO THIS BY KEEPING A VIGOROUS, HEALTHY
BREED OF RATS IN THE IMMEDIATE PORT AREA. WE HAVE ASSUMED
CERTAIN FACTS:

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2648 UNCLAS E 0
HEALTHY RATS WILL NOT TRANSMIT PLAGUE.
HEALTHY RATS HAVE NO FLEAS.
HEALTHY, VIGOROUS RATS PROTECT THEIR OWN DOMAINE AND

PREVENT SCROUNGE FLEA INFESTED RATS FROM MOVING IN.
FLEAS LEAVE SICK RAYS OR LEAVE WHEN A RATiS oQuY TEMPERA-

TURE FALLS OR RISES. (VERY SENSITIVE TO TEMPERATURE).
FORTY (40) RATS ARE TRAPPED PER WEEK IN DANANG DOCK

AREAS. THEY ARE ANEST METIZED WITH CHLOROFORM OR ETHER AND
ARE COMBED FOR ECTOPARASITES (FLEAS, ETC.) THE RAT IS THEN
SACRIFICED AND A POST MORTUM EXAMINATION DONE. ORGANS ARE
PLANTED ON SPECIAL PLAGUE MEDIA.

IN THE PORT CONTROL AREA OUR HEALTHY VIGOROUS RATS
HAVE AN ACCEPTABLE FLEA INDEX OF ZERO. (PORTS AND AREAS IN
THE COUNTRY WITHOUT CONTROL HAVE RATS WITH FLEA INDEX OF
40-200).

WHEN OUR HEALTHY VIGOROUS RAT FLEA INDEX APPROACHES ONE .

AFTER FLEA INSECTICIDE RESISTANCE STUDIES - THE AREA IS DUSTED
WITH LINDANE, DDT OR DIAZONON (DEPENDING ON FLEA SUSCEPTABILITY)
TO KEEP OUR HEALTHY, VIGOROUS RAI FLEA-FREE.

THE MORAL OF THIS TECHNIQUE IS: "PROTECT YOUR RATS AND THEY
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20 WH!LE EVER'l!XNG QUOTED ABOVE HAS' ''9ASIS Ii\! wACT p 1 WOULD 
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WILL PROTECT YOU". END QUOTE.
2. WHILE EVERYTING QUOTED ABOVE HAS BASIS IN FACT, I WOULD
HOPE THAT ART BUCHWALD WOULD NOT HEAR OF IT. WARM REGARDS.
BT
2648
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OTTIZYYY RHMNAFA2797 32809.44-TITT RUMMFMA.
ZHY TITIT
0 2409 142 NOV
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNNFMA/CG FMFPAC
3T
IOPSECPE OLIMDIS/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
WICHERSON/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER DURING NORMAL WORKING
HOURS)
SUBJECTS MACV REDEPLOYMENT PLANS
REF8: CG III MAF 2006542 NOV 1969
to (IS/LD) COMUSMACV'S MONTHLY WIEU MEETING FOR COMMANDERS WAS
HELD ON 22 NOV 69. MEETING LONGER THAN USUAL AND GREATEST PORTION
OF MEETING DEVOTED TO BRIEFING 088 AND A DISCUSSION OF FURTHER
REDEPLOYMENTS. CONTENTS OF BRIEFING WAS AS REPORTED IN REFER
ENCE Ao FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PROVIDED
20 (TS/LD) DURING THE DISCUSSION, I RAISED THE FOLLOWING ISSUES:

to THE MARINE HEAVY OPTION is INCONSISTENT WITH NSSM-36
AND NO REASONS HAD BEEN ADVANCED WHICH JUSTIFY SUCH A MAJOR
DEVIATION FROM HSSM-30.

30 THE REASONING THAT THE MARINE: HEAVY OPTION IS ADVANTAGEOUS
TO MACV BECAUSE IT INVOLVES THE LOSS OF ONLY 8 BRIGADE FORCES
COMPARED WITH 12 BRIGADE FORCES UNDER THE ARMY HEAVY OPTION IS
FALLACIOUS. ASSUMING AN AVERAGE USA BRIGADE STRENGTH OF 9.900

PAGE TWO RHHMAFA2797 O : P TILENDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FOR/MARINE CORPS EYES: ONLY
AND AN AVERAGE USMC RLT STRENGTH OF 5,000. THE DIFFERENCE BE
TWEEN THE TWO OPTIONS IN GROUND COMBAT POWER IS ONLY it 2/3 USMC
RLIS OR 2 80.2 BRIGADES. BUT IN ADDITION, THE MARINE HEAVY
OPTION INVOLVES THE LOSS OF THE MARINE CAP PROGRAM AND NINE
ATTACH/FLGMTER ATTACK SQUADRONS TOTALLING SOME 130 AIRCRAFT
BOTH OF WHICH ARE IRREPLACEABLE

Co DURING THE TACAIR DISCUSSION GENERAL BROWN VOLUNTEERED
THAT THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE F.NAW WOULD RESULT IN A 28 PERCENT REDUC-
JAON OF IN-COUNTRY TACAIR SORTIES SOME OF THE OTHER FORCE
COMMANDERS INDICATED THAT THEY ARE NOT NOW RECEIVING ALL OF THE
TACAIR THEY REQUIRE. GENERAL ABRAMS STATED THAT WE HAVE TO LOOK
AT ALL AIR, INCLUDING THE 8-52 - $: BUT I BELIEVE THAT I GOT TO
MIH ON THE TACAIR ISSUE AND THAT MY POINT SANK INo

Do CG II FFV COMPLAINED ABOUT LOSING THE 1ST INFANTRY
DIVISION. I POINTED OUT THAT OVER 20. PERCENT OF THE PHASE I AND 2
REDEPLOYMENTS HAVE ALREADY COME OUT OF I CORPS.

B. SHIPPING WOULD BE A VERY SERIOUS PROBLEM ESPECIALLY
SINCE THE NEW REDEPLOYMENTS WOULD INVOLVE MOVES PRIMARILY TO
CONUS AND NOT TO OKINAWA. GENERAL BROWN AGREED THAT HE WOULD
HAVE MASSIVE PROBLEMS JUST MOVING USAF AIRCRAFT OUT-OF-COUNTRY
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IN A SHORT PERIOD LIKE SIX MONTHS.

To I RAISED THE QUESTION OF ROKFORV TENURE IN VIETNAM. NO
DEFINITIVE ANSWER COULD BE GIVEN EXCEPT THAT AMBASSADOR BUNKER
AND GENERAL ABRAMS AGREED THEY WOULD PROBABLY BE AMONG THE LAST
TO DEPART: WITH RESPECT TO THE ROK MARINES, I IMPLIED THAT IT
WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO MARRY UP & MARINE AIR/GROUND BRIGADE
WITH THE ROKMC BRIGADE IN THE RESIDUAL FORCE. I DOUBT IF THIS
SANK S.No

So (TS/LDD GENERAL ABRAMS AND AMBASSADOR BUNKER AGREED THAT
THE PRESIDENT WOULD PROBABLY HAVE TO MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT BEFORE
CHRISTMAS. GENERAL ABRAMS STATED THAT WE. ARE BETTER OFF THAN WE
WERE JUST PRIOR TO THE 1968 IET OFFENSIVE SINCE THE ARVN AND THE
TERRITORIALS HAVE IMPROVED IN EFFECTIVENESS, ETC. HOWEVER, WE
ARE IN THE DARK AS TO WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN THIS YEAR AND THE TET
PERIOD IS EXACTLY WHEN WE NEED ALL OF OUR PRESENT FORCES.
BELIEVES WE HAVE THE STRENGTH NOW I.O TAKE ON THE HVA SMOULD THEY
DECIDE TO COME DOUNT GENERAL ABRAMS INDICATED THAT HE THOUGHT
THAT 25 HE SENT: MESSAGE STATING THAT HE WOULD GO ALONG WITH A
150,000 REDEPLOYMENT DURING 1970, HE WOULD GET A CONCURRENCE BY
RECURRENCE MESSAGE. HE BELIEVED FURTHER THAT HE WOULD BE PERMITTED

PAGE #OUR RHMMAFA2797 TO SECRE IPLIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FOR/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
TO CONTROL THE TIMING OF EXODUS HOWEVER. IN THIS WAY, HE MIGHT
BE ABLE TO KEEP EVERYTHING HE NOW HAS THROUGH TET SMARCHD BUT
THIS WOULD MEAN THAT REDEPLOYMENTS WOULD HAVE TO BE COMPRESSED
INTO THE LAST NINE MONTHS OF 19700 ABE S DISCUSSION ON THIS
POINT CAME BEFORE HE AND AMBASSADOR BUNKER MENTIONED PRESIDENT
THEOU'S AGREEMENT ON 1585 PLUS 65 8 ALREADY OUT.O SEE PARA 40Co
BELOW. THE COMMENTS MAY OR MAY NOT BE RELATED. GENERAL ABRAMS
RECOGNIZED THE HORREINDOUS PROBLEMS ALL SERVICES .WOULD HAVE. HE
STATED THAT IF THE PRESIDENT MUST MAKE ANOTHER ANNOUNCEMENT HE

OUTMIGHT GO ALONG WITH 35,000 BUT THAT HE COULD NOT. SAFELY TAKE
50,000 IN THE JAN-MAR TIME FRAME. THIS WAS PART OF GIVE AND TAKE
DISCUSSION AND SHOULD BE NOTED AS SOMEWHAT OUT OF CONTEXT.
4. (TSALP) GENERAL ABRAMS AND AMBASSADOR BUNKER AGREED THAT
THE SENSE OF THE MEETING WAS:

Ao CONTANUE THE CUT AND TRY APPROACH.
Bo 00 NOT REDEPLOY ANY ADDITIONAL TROOPS AT THIS TIME:

WAIT TO SEE EMENY DEVELOPMENTS THROUGH THE IET PERIOD.
Co IN VIEW OF PRESIDENT THIEU'S STATEMENT THAT HE COULD

ACCEPT A 150,000 REDEPLOYMENT NEXT YEAR D ORIEF GENERAL VINH
AND HIS STAFF AND. HAVE THEM COME UP WITH A SCHEDULE FOR REDE
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FLOYMENT BUILT AROUND THIEU'S 150,000.0 THIS IS IN ADDITION TO
65tt ALREADY OUT OR 2,15,800

So! (IS/LD) FOLLOWING ARE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS THAT ARE NOT
NECESSARILY RELATED ID THE HIEU MEETING:

Do IN VIEW OF CMC °S DESIRES TO RETAIN A USMC BRIGADE AS A
PART OF THE RESIDUAL FORCE, I SUGGEST WE ALSO CONSIDER THE
POSSIBILITY OF INCLUDING THE CAPS AS As PART OF THE RESIDUAL
FORCE. IN ADDITION, WE WOULD REQUIRE A ROLL UP FORCE OF APPROXIMATELY
3,500 PERSONNEL FOR A PERIOD OF APPROXIMATELY 90
DAYS BEYOND THE DEPARTURE OF THE LAST MAJOR USMC ELEMENT.

80 IN REGARD TO THE REDEPLOYMENT OF TWO CO BATTALIONS TO
IV CORPS, GENERALS MILDREN, CONROY OR TOWNSEND WERE UNAWARE OF
YATES MOVES IN THIS REGARD GENERAL MILDREN BELIEVES YATES
IS TWISTING SOME FACTS: HE INTENDS TO TALK WITH YATES SINCE THE
MOVE OF THE TWO CB BATTALIONS WOULD CREATE MANY PROBLEMS FOR
USARV. I WANT TO INFORM YOU THAT I DISCUSSED THIS PROBLEM WITH
GENERAL WALT AND TOLD HIM IF THE PROBLEM IS NOT RESOLVED IN OUR
FAVOR I WILL NOTIFY YOU IMMEDIATELY SO THAT YOU CAN RAISE THE
ISSUE AT CINCPAC LEVEL OR HIGHER.
AS YOU KNOW MUCH OF THE AGOVE ESYSENSITIVE. PLEASE PROTECT

PAGE SEX RHNMAFA2797 Y O SECR IILIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
FOR/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
YOUR SOURCE. WARM REGARGS.
NICKERSON.
GPos
at
2797
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7PM
SECRE T/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSE/D FROM LIGEN NICKERSCN
VISIT RV DEDCEADER TO POTZ 1° NOV 1950
1. CENERAL. DEPSEADEF AND PARTY VISITED ICTZ FROM
170-35-4 TO 18.15/15H. NOV 1969. DURING HIS BRIEF VISIT,
R. CACKARD INITIALLY RECEIVED A STAFF PRIEFING AT 111MAF 40, AND THEN VISITED I CORRS HQ, VIEWED A 1STRAPDIV/FMAN
STATEO VISITED NUI DM SAN HAMLET (CAP
2-7-7 AND THEN PR COREEDED TO XXIV GOODS AT 12174.
FOLLOWING LUNCH HOSTED RY 1TCFN ZAIS, XXIV CORPS CONL
DUCTED A SHORT STAFF BRIEFING. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY A
VISIT TO I 101ST APN DIV (AM) AND A TOUR OF TRUYEN NAM
VILLAGE WHERE HE WAS MET BY A01. THAN, THE PROVINCE CHIEF

RECEIVED

HE E HE RECEIVED AN ORIENTATION ON PACIFICATION PROGRESS
ENCE THE 1962 TET OFFENSIVE. HE THEN PROCEEDED TO FSB

24 NOV P.M.
ANZ 10 AND METTHE 1ST 10 K N DIV COMMANDER , MGEN TRUONE.
AT 1545H HE DEPARTED PHU BAI AIRFIELD FOR THE USS CON-
STELLATION
2. SIGNATUANT ITEMS.
A. 111 MAF. DSCUSSION/DUESTION
(1) FOLLOW ING CG 111 MAF EXPLANATION OF THE IMPORTANCE
OF the IN 1nTZ AMD THE IMPANT OF LOSING THE USS NEW

SFY AND CRUISER SUPPORT, SEC PACKARD COMMENTED HE
MIGHT 'BE ABLE TO HELP WITH & INCH CRUISER AVAILABILITY.
(2) FEASIBILITY OF SOME MODIFICATION TO RULES OF ENGAGE-MENT IN DMZ TO ENABLE SEEDING OF BEN HAI RIVEP WAS DIS-
CUSSED. NO COMMITMENT WAS MADE.
(3) QUESTION: LIOIA ACCURATELY HAVE WE LOCATED ENENY UNITS
IN THE DMZ? ANSWER: WITHIN 59m METERS.
(11) DEPSE-DEF EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE INFANTRY COMPANY
INTENSIVE PACIFICATION REAN (CIPP) AND RECEIVED AN EXPLANATION ON
THE CORELATION BETWEEN CAP. S AND REGULAR INFANTRY COM-
PANIES WORKING TO DEVELOP OF CAPAB UNITIES.
(5) UESTION: HQ PROFICIENT IS ARVN SENSOR MANAGEMENT?
AMOUNT: STATELENT: 1ST ARVN DIV IS AS GOOD OR RETTER

48117T'AN 110 UNITE. 2. ARVN RECIMENT FITED AS PRIMARY
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ADVINES ARRIVING
ANSHIR; YES. I CORDS CONTINED ISTIOFFENSIVE PIAN MAS DISCUSSED.

(7) DISCUSSION OF ARVN SMALL UNIT LEADERSHIP AND TECHNI-CAL TRAINING PROPLEMS FOLLOWED. SE PACKARD INDICATEDH WAS THINKING OF COMPUTERZING SYSTEMTO IMPROVE SPARE DARTS CONTROL AND STOCKAGE.
(5) AFTER PRIEFING ONHARYN AIR FORCE CAPABILITIES ANDMAJENTED STRENGTH, HE ASKED WHAT TYPE OF AIRCRAFT THEYNEEDED iF MORE WERE PROVIDED. HE SEEMED TO THINK MENEEDED TO 1 OOK FURTHER AHEAD ON PROJECTING TOTAL ARVNINDE PENDENCE INIBOTH LOGISTICS AND TACTICAL AIR.HE DISCUSSED , ONC LEAD TIME EOR PILOT TRAINING. ANSWER:IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE-A-37 WAS PERFORMING WELL,BUT THEIR TOTAL CAPABILITIES, PARTICULARLY IN FELO'SWFRS INITED. US SUPPORT OUTDADE NEEDED FAR SOMETIME. KR. DACKARD ALLUVED TO A NEW UNSOPHISTICATEDTHAT NIGHT BE AVAILABLE IN LIEU OF A-37 FORTHE FUTURE. PRESUMARLY HE MEANT THE F-5.
(3) FOLLOWING A PSDF DISCISSION OF REAPONS ISSUED VERSUSPEONLE TRAINED. MR. PACKARD ASKED THE TYPE AND NUMBER OFADDITIONAL WEARCNS NEEDED. ANSWER: CARBINE IDEAL -NUMBERS WERE DISCUSSED, BUT A DAPER WAS PREPARED THAT GAVE SPECIFICPROVINCE FIGURES, BOTH PRESENT AND PROJECTED, IN ANSWER I.O THISQUESTION
(a) PACKARD ASK A POUT PSDF WEAPONS GAINED/LOSTDATIOS. ANSWER. ADPROVIA "ATELY ECUAL.
(-1) MR. PAnKARD SHOWED AN ACTIVELANTEREST IN SENSOR
CAPAPILITY, LTS CORRELATION TIH SIGNALINTELLIKENCE.
of YYIV CORPS. (BRIEFING AND DISCUSSION)(1) DEnSEcDEF MADE 1 SHORT SPEECH WITH TWO MAIN PARTS.HISCEIRST POINT WAS THAT THE PRESIDENT'S SPEE C4 SHOULDGIVE US TIME TO BE MORE DEL IBERATE ON WITHDRAVALS ANDCET THE JCB DONE PROPERLY. SECONDLY, AFTER A. THOR US HDROCPAN REVIEW. THE DEFENSE DOLLAR IS GOING TO BE SHORT.MILITARY MUST APPONE ~OST IF INFLATION PLUS INCREASEDMY FOO CLAP TROORS. SIAD THERE ARE NO REAL HARD PR.-GRAMS IN.FY 71 EUT SINCE 7.7 FELL SHORT , 7.1 WOULD HAVETO ARECA PART 09 THE FUNDING SHORTAGES.
(2) XXIV goods FATERING FOLLOWED AND HICHLIGHTED RENLOUG AS A MODE OF PACIFICATION PROGRESS. BOTH 101STOPM AND 5TH "Entration REPRESENTATIVES DISCUSSED CURRENTC-ERATIONS WITH EXPRASIS ON PACIFICATION EFFORTS.(2) THE IMPANT or 3RMARDIV VITHDRAWAL ONE ARVAN EADER SHIPAm
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ACVANTAGE.

INDISCUSSION, MR. PACKARD APPEARED TO INDICATE THAT
FAVOR OF FURTHER ICTZ TR.OOP REDUCTIONS

UNTIL "E TUF ENEMY DOES AFTER THE WEATHER
MORES
G CONVERSATION ABCUT POSSIBLE SEEDING OFTUF 35 N HALBIVER MONDUATED FURING XXIV CORPS PORTION OF
TAYO. P.P. DATAKARA REMATED
MOTHERSON. USAF SEEMEDITO RF KNOWL.FOCEABLE AND FAVORABLY
INCI INED TOWARDS PURSUING THE MATTER FURTHER.
3. SUMMARY. MR. DACKARO APPEARED KNOWLEDGEABLE, PER-
CERTIVE, LISTENED INTENTLY, AND SEEMED ANXIOUS TO INSUREWE HAD WHAT WE NEEDED. ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS , HE ADKED
IF WE HAD ENOUGH OF THE SPECIFIC ITEMS BEING DICUSSED.
HE ,MOLIED THAT WI "OULD MAKE HASTE SLOWLY ON ANY
FUTUPE WITHDRAWALS AND HE CLEARLY INDICATED HIS PERSONAL
SURRO-T 500 SUNH AN APPROACH. ALT.HOUCH HI'S TIME HERE
WAS SHOAT. I BELIEVE IT WAS PROFITABLE.
it. WARM REGARDS.
no

COPIES
COPY 2 OF 4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS

48(3)

48/3)
DECLASSIFIED



"'IATlIl COlI 
. X - ORlClNATOt 
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 
I . INFOtMATION 
5 - SIGNATURE 

DECLASSIFIED 

III MAt FORM 5216 (lEV 1-69 
FROM DATE 

CG III MAF, __ ~ ____ ~~2~4~NO~V~1~96~9~ .. ~ 
SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE I 
240916Z NOV 69 (OPY NO. I OF 3 (OPIES tEe'll 

IIOUTE SECTION (ODE t--__ D-rAT_E ---I INITIAL SUBJECT ~ « ~ .... ~ 
~--~~~~~~--~IN~~~OUTT~~~~LSPErAT~ExauffitVE·FOR -

CG --1. Il-IlNN N. ~' 

DEPCOROS .... 
---"';-4= 

DSA ICTZ 
SIS . ....,.... 

G-l 
G-2 
G-3 
G-4 
G-~ 

G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 

ENGR 
FOODS 

fSEO 
HQ CMOT 

INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
ROTH 
REPRO 
SJA 

SPL SERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 
S~C 
TCC 

ISCT MAJ 

, . 

7 

C .. \dat. __ tw. 

a' t>..tr", .n.r ....t!ac. 

..... tIr~,~ •• 

ORIG: cis 
REL: CG 

(USE REVERSE FOI ADDITIONAl 'NU) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

-99. HEADQUARTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEOPERATION CODE FROM
X - ORIGINATOR 24 NOV 1969CG 111 MAF
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE

SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATEC - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
1 - INFORMATION

OF 3COPY NO. /240916Z NOV 69 COPIES REC'D.S - SIGNATURE
SUBJECT

foundback
DATE

INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE
OUTIN

SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FORNI 25NOVCG
1015DCG I

Has
Seen REMARKSC/S I

DC/S
DISPOSITION:DCS PLANS

DEPCORDS
Retain for months.DSA ICTZ

11/25 aa
4XS/S

Destroy after routing.G-1
G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ ORIG: C/SAWARDS

CGREL:CAP

EXCLUSIVE

CHAP
CIB

COMP
DENT
ENGR

FOR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP

HAS BEEN SENTMTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

FORMED o
S&C
TCC

(49,SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED IDECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

OTTCZYUW RHMMAFA2798 32809100CCCC=-RUHMFMA.

ZHY CCCCC
0 2409162 NOV 69
FM CG. III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFP.AC

INFO RUAOAJA/CG OD MARDIV

of
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10 COMUSMACM HAS ACCEPTED NOMINATION OF COL CHARLES

STEPHENSON AS REPLACEMENT FOR COL EDWARD DZIALO AT MACV,

WITH PROVISO STEPHENSON REPORT NLT 5 DEC. MACV PLANS

DETACH DZIALO 10 DEC FOR REASSIGNMENT TO HQ, III MAF, IF

ABOVE DEADLINE MET.
2. REQUEST YOUR ASSISTANCE IN EFFECTING NECESSARY ORDERS

EARLIEST IN COMPLIANCE WITH PROVISO ABOVE.

30 WARM REGARDS.
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EST

S.E C.R E I / SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAFMAN AND LIGEN BUSE

FROM LIGEN NICKERSON SMARINE CORPS EYES ONLY) SDELIVER

DURING WORKING HOURS)
Ao CG FNFRAC 1100192 NOV 69 CHOTAL:
10 IAW REF Ao FOLLOWING MESSAGE TRANSMITTED TO COMUSMACV IS FORO

VARDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE: P 2409062 ZFF ZFF.O
FM CG III MAF
TO CONUSMACV
ZEM
SE C.R En) T/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOUNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

VISIT BY DEPSECDEF TO ICTZ 18 NOV 1969
to GENERAL. DEPSECDER AND PARTY VISITED ICIZ FROM

180835H TO 181545H NOV 8969. DURING HIS BRIEF VISIT.

MR. PACKARD INITIALLY RECEIVED A STAFF BRIEFING AT III

PAGE TWO RHAMAFA2810 S E C Po E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO

MAF HQ, AND THEN VISITED I CORPS HQ's VIEWED A 8SYMARDEV/FHAW

STATIC DISPLAY, VISITED NUI DIM SAN HAMLET CAP

20706) AND THEN PROCEEDED TO XXIV CORPS AT 1210M.

FOLLOWING LUNCH HOSTED BY LIGEN ZAIS, KXIV CORPS CONO

DUCTED A SHORT STAFF BRIEFING. THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY A

VISIT TO CG BOIST ABN DIV RAMD AND B TOUR OF TRUYEN NAM

VILLAGE WHERE HE WAS MET BY COL THANG THE PROVINCE CHIEF.

HERE HE RECEIVED AN ORIENTATI ON ON PACIFICATION PROGRESS

SENCE THE 8968 TET OFFENSIVE. ME THEN PROCEEDED TO FSB

ANZIO AND NET THE 1ST ARVN DIV COMMANDER, MGEN TRUONG.

AT 1545H HE DEPARTED PHU BAI AIRFIELD FOR THE USS CONO

STELLATION:
20 SIGNIFICANT ITEMS:
A. III MAF. DISCUSSION/QUESTI ON S

(1) FOLLOWING CG III MAF EXPLANATION OF THE IMPORTANCE

OF NCF IN ICTZ AND THE IMPACT OF LOSING THE USS NEW

JERSEY AND CRUISER SUPPORT, SEC PACKARD COMMENTED HE

MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP WITH 8 INCH CRUISER AVAILABILITY.

(2) FEASIBILITY OF SOME MODIFICATION IO RULES OF ENGAGE

MENT IN DMZ TO ENABLE SEEDING OF BEN HAI RIVER WAS DIS-
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2810 S E C I E T/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO

CUSSED. NO COMMITMENT WAS MADE.

(3): QUESTIONS HOW ACCURATELY HAVE WE LOCATED ENEMY UNITS

IN I KE DMZ ? ANSWER: WITHIN 500 METERS:

(4) DEPSECDER EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE INFANTRY COMPANY

INTENSIVE PACIFICATION PLAN (CIPP) AND RECEIVED AN EXPLANATION ON

THE CORRELATION BETWEEN CAP'S AND REGULAR INFANTRY COM-

PANIES WORKING TO DEVELOP PF CAPABILITIES.

(5) QUESTION: HOW PROFICIENT IS ARVN SENSOR MANAGEMENT

ANSUER: EXCELLENT. 1ST ARVN DIV IS AS GOOD OR BETTER

THAN MOST US UNITS. 2 ND ARVN REGIMENT. CITED AS FREMARY

EXAMPLE.
(6) QUESTIONS IS EQUIPMENT FOR ARVNAF ARRIVING ON

SCHEDULE? ANSWER: YES. I CORPS COMBINED LOGISTIC

OFFENSIVE PLAN WAS DISCUSSED.

(7) DISCUSSION OF ARVN SMALL UNIT LEADERSHIP AND TECHNIC

CAL TRAINING PROBLEMS FOLLOWED. SEC PACKARD INDICATED

HE WAS THINKING OF COMPUTERZING ARVN LOGISTICS SYSTEM

TO IMPROVE SPARE PARTS CONTROL AND STOCKAGE.

(8) AFTER BRIEFING ON ARVN AIR FORCE CAPABILITIES AND

PROJECTED STRENGTH, HE ASKED WHAT TYPE-OF AIRCRAFT THEY

PAGE FOUR RHMNAFA2810 S Ent C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO

NEEDED IF MORE WERE PROVIDED. HE SEEMED TO THINK WE

NEEDED TO LOOK FURTHER AHEAD ON PROJECTING TOTAL ARVN.

INDEPENDENCE IN BOTH LOGISTICS AND TACTICAL AIR.

HE DISCUSSED LONG LEAD TIME FOR PILOT TRAINING. ANSWERS

IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE A=37 WAS PERFORMING WELLs

BUT THEIR TOTAL CAPABILITIES, PARTICULARLY IN HELO'S

WERE VERY LIMITED. US SUPPORT WOULD BE NEEDED FOR SOME

TIME. MR. PACKARD ALLUDED TO A NEW UNSOPHISTICATED

AIRCRAFT THAT MIGHT BE AVAILABLE IN LIEU OF A-37 FOR

THE FUTURE. PRESUMABLY HE MEANT THE F=5.

(9) FOLLOWING A PSDF DISCUSSION OF WEAPONS ISSUED VERSUS

PEOPLE TRAINED, MR. PACKARD ASKED THE TYPE AND NUMBER OF

ADDITIONAL WEAPONS NEEDED. ANSWER: CARBINE IDEAL 9

NUMBERS WERE DISCUSSED, BUT A PAPER WAS PREPARED THAT GAVE SPECIFIC

PROVINCE FIGURES, BOTH PRESENT AND PROJECTED, IN ANSWER TO THIS

QUESTION.
(10) MR. PACKARD ASK ABOUT PSDF WEAPONS GAINED/LOST

RATIOS. ANSWER: APPROXIMATELY EQUAL.

(11) MR. PACKARD SHOWED All ACTIVE INTEREST IN SENSOR

CAPABILITY, RELIABILITY AND ITS CORRELATION WITH SIGNAL
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INTELLIGENCE.
Bo XXIV CORPS. (BRIEFING AND DISCUSSION)

(II) DEPSECDER MADE a SHORT SPEECH WITH TWO MAIN PARTS.

HIS FIRST POINT WAS THAT THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH SMOULD

GIVE US TIME TO BE MORE DELIBERATE ON WITHDRAWALS AND

GET THE JOB DONE PROPERLY. SECONDLY, AFTER A THOROUGH

PROGRAM REVIEW. THE DEFENSE DOLLAR IS GOING TO BE SHORT.

MILITARY MUST ABSORB COST IF INFLATION PLUS INCREASED

PAY FOR OUR TROOPS. SIAD THERE ARE NO REAL HARD PROO

GRAMS IN FY 71 BUT SINCE 70 FELL SHORT. 71 WOULD HAVE

TO ABSORB PART OF THE FUNDING SHORTAGES.

(2) XXIV CORPS BRIEFING FOLLOWED AND HIGHLIGHTED BEN

LOUC AS A MODEL OF PACIFICATION PROGRESS. BOTH 101ST

ABN AND 5TH MECH DIV'S REPRESENTATIVES DISCUSSED CURRENT

OPERATIONS WITH EMPHASIS ON PACIFICATION EFFORTS.

(3) THE IMPACT OF 3RMARDIV WITHDRAWAL ON ARVN LEADERSHIP

AND MORALE WAS DISCUSSED IN CONNECTION WITH VARIOUS

PROJECTIONS OF ENEMY CAPABILITY/INTENTIONS IN THE DMZ

AREA.
(4) A BRIEF ON REALIGNMENT OF HXIV CORPS ELEMENTS TO

PAGE SIX RMMNAFA2810 SECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO

MEET THREAT FROM LAOS AND DMZ STRESSED MOW MOBILITY OF

101ST AVN DIV, AND 5TH MECH COULD BE-EMPLOYED TO MAXIMUM

ADVANTAGE.
(5) IN DISCUSSION, MR. PACKARD APPEARED TO INDICATE THAT

HE WAS NOT IN FAVOR OF FURTHER ICTZ TROOP REDUCTIONS

UNTIL WE SEE WHAT THE ENEMY DOES AFTER THE WEATHER

IMPROVES.
(6) IN FOLLOW ON CONVERSATION ABOUT POSSIBLE SEEDING OF

THE BEN HAI RIVER CONDUCTED FURING XXIV CORPS PORTION OF

TRIP, MR. PACKARD REMAINED NONCOMMITTAL, BUT LIGEN

MCPHERSON, USAF SEEMED TO BE KNOWLEDGEABLE AND FAVORABLY

INCLINED TOWARDS PURSUING THE MATTER FURTHER.

3. SUMMARY. MR. PACKARD APPEARED KNOWLEDGEABLE, PER-

CEPTIVE, LISTENED INTENTLY, AND.SEEMED ANXIOUS TO INSURE

WE HAD WHAT WE NEEDED. ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, ADKED

IF WE HAD ENOUGH OF THE SPECIFIC ITEMS BEING DICUSSED.

HE IMPLIED THAT UE WOULD MAKE HASTE SLOWLY ON ANY

FUTURE WITHDRAWALS AND HE CLEARLY INDICATED HIS PERSONAL

SUPPORT FOR SUCH AN APPROACH. ALTHOUGH HIS TIME HERE

WAS SHORT, I BELIEVE IT WAS PROFITABLE.
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40 WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE.
20 IN PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS DURING VISIT. DR. SELIN MADE

SEVERAL OBSERVATIONS.
Ao HE NOTED AFTER XXIV CORPS BRIEF QU-OTE WELL NOW THAT
THE 10-1ST DOESN'T HAVE ANYTHING ELSE TO. DO, THEY SEEM TO

RELATING TO PEOPLE UNQUOTE.
Bo DURING INITIAL TALKS ABOUT POSSIBLE IROOP REDUCTIONS ,

MR. PACKARD MADE NO DIRECT COMMENT: BUT DR. SELIN INDICA-

TED THAT HE THOUGH THAT THERE WERE ZERO CHANCES THAT ANY

MORE MARINES WOULD LEAVE VIETNAM UNTIL SUMMER. I DIDN'T

PURSUE THE POINT.
3. X LATER TOLD MR. PACKARD THAT WE SHOULDN'T LOSE ANY

TROOPS FROM I CORPS UNTIL MARCH OR APRIL. IN EFFECT, HE

UNDERSTOOD THAT X THOUGHT WE SHOULD WAIT. UNTIL AFTER THE
ENEMY MADE HIS MOVE FOLLOWING A BREAK IN THE WEATHER.

4. WARM REGARDS.
GPe4
BT
2810
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0597187 7#F
ad THT

O
TC CP AMERICAL DIV ION
7EM

CONFIDENTIA.L FC MGRY TAMSEY FROM 1.TCEN MICKERSON
!. THE FOL ONING MESSAGE FROM REVERAL 1 AM TO THE PRESIDENT OF
THE PERMELIC OF VISTNAM IS QUOTES FOR YOUR IMPORMATION. PLEASE
TRIAT T is A OPTION FOR DOCUMENT.
CHOTE
FROM. COMMANDING GENERAL. I CORPS

THE PRESIDENT OF TW REPUBLIC OF VISTMAN (SPECIAL OFFICETC:
INFO TUT MINISTRO OF RESERVES

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE TC OF VII ARMFD FORCES

MESSAGE 153/CDI/VPTI
T COOPS RESPECTFULLY REPORTS TO THE PRESIDENT THE EARLY
RESU T OF CUE INVESTIF: TIOY CONCERNING AN INCIDENT CAUSED BY
OPERATTOUS CONDUCTED PY A UNIT OF THE : i. AMERICAL DIVISION
INFLICTED CIVILIAN CASHALTIES TO THESING HAMLET, SON-MY VILLAGE

SON_TTANI DISTRICT, CHANG-NEAT PROVINGE ON MARCH 19, 1969.

14/16/16

EASED ON REPORTS by CHANG MGAT PROVINCE CHIFF DATED
NOVEMBER 10, 1969 AND BY CON-TINM DISTRICT CUTES D TED MARCH

RECEIVED20, 106° FOLLOWING TC THE GENERAL PROGRESS OF THE INCIDENT.
SON MY, TH CHING HAMLETS AND THOSE AROUND MV LAT VAN THIEN WER 25 NOVP.NNOT SECURE SINCE 1954. FOR SECURITY REASONS LOCAL AUTHROITY

HAD TC MOVE TO SON-1 ONG. THE VHOLE AREA HAS CONTROLLED BY VC.
FAFMY (FORCES WERE 12TH PN AND 5061 CO AND 506B CO. THEY
OPERATED TN THIS PAMLET AND THOSE AROUND IT. THE COMMINIST

lilly
ORGANIZED IT AS COMBAT HAMLET, WITH COMMUNICATION TPENCHES, AND
ALSO AC AUTONOMOUS HAMI ET. PROGRESS Hannay 0% MARCH 19, 1963
A PAID AGAINST SON_M) MAMLET WAS CONDUCTED PY TASK FORCE BARKER
OF TUP 11TN ORIGARE. U.S. AMERICAL DIVISION INCLUDING CHARLIE

AND BRAVC CO OF THE 1/20, ED FY STLT RALLEY. U. S. FORCES
INFORMED THE 1:00 AL AUTHORITY MID THE 12TH DTA CONTACT HAS BEEN
MADE DV CREPATIONAL FORCES FROM 3799H TO 5900K, CONTINUED UNTIL

3/4
1600H. REPORTED RESULT " A S 125 VC KIA A NUMBER OF WEAPONS

AND DOCUMENTS WERE CAPTURED. FRIENDLY CASUALTY was NOT REPORTED.

3
(1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

•••• 
. ' . . . ; -. 

. 

T 1'0 ','r:;"K ~ L ~TF:q °pro'" S°t;:E~ D GI'T TH" OF' ER ATIm! c AUS":i) FWNDP.E'~S 
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c~~q~l'r,Tr;~, TI\[ pH;: H~!>'ll..ET. .k'lt,};': ~1m,IT!-!0, ft,FTE~, D!.'PING ·,-'l.f'J OOFR~,TJQ"l 
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TWO WEEKS LATER DUMOR SPREAD O.I'T THE OPERATION CAUSED HUNDREDS
OF CIVILTAN CASHALTY. LOCAL PEOPLE HAD TO BURY DEAD BODIES WHICH
INCLUDED VC AND FRIENDLY. THE DISTRICT CHIFF OF SON TIME DISTRICT
REPOPTED TO THE PROVINCE CHIEF THAT ONE OF THE U.S. SOLDIERS
STFORED ON ENEMY MINE WHEN 11. S. /FORCES ENTERING THE HAMLET.
VOSTILE FTDF WAS HEAVY i. S. FORCES CALLED IN ARTILLERY AND ATP
STRIVE 'S SUPPORT "PECI INFLICTED A NUMBER OF CASUALTY TO THE
ENEMY AND TO THE CIVILIANS AS WELL. THEN AFTER IN VAIN LOCAL
AUTHORITY OF GUANG NGAT PROVINCE AND SON TINH DISTRICT COULD
NOT COLLECT ANY MORE DETAIIl. CONCERNING VC AND CIVILIAN

CASHALITIES, TN THE HAMLET. FIVE MONTHS AFTER, DUPING AN OPERATION
AGAINST SON-MY HAMI CONDUCTED BY GUANG NGAI SECTOR, LED BY THE

PROVINCE CHIEF, THE OPERATIONAL FORCE MET STRONG RESISTENCE FROM
THE PAMLET AND COULD NOT OCCUPY THE TARGET. HOWEVER, 20 CIVILIANS
FILM FROM THE HAMI FT AND REPORTED AS FOLLOWS. ARTILLERY AND AIR
SUPPORT FOR OPERATION CONDUCTED BY THE U. S. FORCES IN MARCH 1968
HAD INFLICTED THE ENEMY HENVY CASUALTIES. A NUMBER OF CIVILIANS
MET THE SAME FATE. THE COMMUNIST PROPAGAND^ CLAIMED ALL CASUALTIES
WITD E BUT OPEN BURYING DEAD BODIES, PEOPLE IN THE HAMLET
SAW APOUT on CIVILIAN PODIES INCLUDING WOMEN, CHILDREN AND OLD MEN
AMONE 5 7 PODIES OF COMMUNIST SOLDIERS. ON JUNE 26, 1969, 1 COMBINED

VINCUS DELECATION FROM SAIGON CAME -OUT HFRE TO SEE THE-CHIEF OF KOLANE
NGAT PROVINCE AND CON TINU DISTRICT CHIEF. THE LATTERS EXPLAINED
THAT TU_CUNG AMD SON-1MY HAMLETS WERE STRONGLY ORGANIZED BY THE
COMMUNIST SINCE 1064. MOST OF THE YOUTH IN THE HAMLET JOINED
EPOVINCE MATN FORCE UNITS AND DISTRICT REGIONAL FORCE. ACCORDING
TO AN INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY THE PROVINCE, RIGHT AFTER THE

CONTACT, THERE MFPF 100 ENEMY CASUATIES AND A NUMPER OF CIVILIAN
CASMALTIES THAT GOLD NOT PE CONFIRMED. TO COVER UP THEIR HEAVY
CASHALTIES, TUE COMMINIST PROPAGANDA MADE PEOPLE FEEL ANGRY AGAINST

THE U. S. FORCES. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING SON MY VILLAGE
BEFORE 1964. SON MY HAD ADOUT ?, 200 INHABITANTS. THE MAMLET was
PACIFIED IN OCTOBER 1969, 1500 PEOPLE JOINED THE GVN. 403 YOUTHS
JOINED COMMUNIST UNITS FROM 59 TO 190 PEOPLE WORKED IN GUN

CONTROLLED AREA. LAST WEEK, NOVEMPER 14, 1960 MANY U. S. REPORTERS
CAME AND INTERVIEWED PEOPLE IT A SON MY VILLAGE. PERHAPS PEOPLE
IN THE VILLAGE HOPED TO HAVE SOME COMPENSATION FROM THE 15.3(2)

3(2)
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THAT'S WHY THEY EXAGERATED THE NUMBER OF CASUALTIES AND HOUSESBURNED DOWN. QUING NGAI LOCAL AUTHORITY HAS ANSWERED TO THE PRESSTHAT AS A RESILT OF THE AIR SUPPORT TO OPERATIONS CONDUCTED INS ON MY VILLAGE A LARGE NUMBER OF COMMUNIST SOLDIERS WERE KILLEDAND A FEW CIVILTAN CASUALTIES HERE RECORDED. ABOVE ARE GENERALPOINTS CONCERNING THE INCIDENT CAUSED BY U. S. FORCES DURINGOPERATIONS CONDUCTED IN SON MY VILLAGE, IT IS REPORTEDACCORDINGLY TO THE PRESIDENT.
APO 4109 NOVEMBER 20, 1969
LIGEN POANG YEAN LAM
COMMANDING GENERAL
I CORPS/ICTZ
(SIGNED AND SEALED)UNQUOTE
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o 270442Z ZYH ZFF-I ZFF .. 4 
FM CG 111 MAF ~: 
TO .CG AMERICAL DIVISION 
ZEM 
UNCLAS EFT 0 IFOR MGEN RAMSEY FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
I. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR ACTION. 

~~ QUOTE: 
THE FOLLOWING.EXTRACT OF PRESS RELEASE BY REUTERS iCEIVED 

I FROM WASHINGTON IS QUOTED IN FULL FOR INFORMATION: 
QUOTE 

TROOPS OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION WERE BURNING DOWN SUSPECTED 
VIET CONG VILLAGES NEAR MY LAI SCENE OF THE ALLEGED U. S. MASSACRE 
1968 AS RECENTLY AS LAST MONTH. 

"WITHIN A MATTER OF A WEEK AT THE END OF OCTOBER, WE DESTROYED 
13 VILLAGES, " SAID 2ND 1.T. NORMAN E. CUTTRE1.1., 22, A PLATOON 
LEADER WHO ARRIVED IN VIETNAM LAST MONTH. 

ACCORDING TO 1.TC RUSS WHITLA, THE BURNING BY ZIPPO SQUADS, 
NAMED AFTER THE CIGARETTE 1.IGHTER, AND INTENDED TO DENY THE VILLAGES ' 
TO THE VIET CONG. IT IS PART OF THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM IN 
QUANG NGAI PR alINCE. 

BEFORE THE VILLAGES ARE RAZED, THE INHABITANTS ARE WARNED 24 
HOURS IN ADVANCE BY LEAFLETS AND LOUD SPEAKER BROADCASTS FROM 
PLANES TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES. THEY ARE PLACED IN NEWLY CONSTRUCTED 
GOVERNMENT VILLAGES THAT ARE OFTEN ENCLOSED BY BARBED WIRE. 

MEMBERS OF 1.T. CUTREL1.·S PLATTON DESCRIBED IN DETAI1. HOW THEY 
PERFORMED THEIR DESTRUCTION: 

FIRST THE ZIPPO SQUAD; SET FIRE TO THE THATCHED DWELLINGS WITH 
THEIR LIGHTERS, S6T STEVE KOHRT ADDED, "WHEN WE FOUND CANPLES, 
SOME OF US USED CANDLES. IF WE THINK IT·S REALLY WORTH IT, WE 
THROW A GRENADE' IN. 

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO BURN DOWN A VILLAGE?' 
"THAT REALLY VARIES, IT DEPENDS ON THE WIND, IT ALSO DEPENDS ON 

THE SIZE OF THE VILLAGE,", HE SAID. . 
CUTTRELL ADDED, "WHAT WE TRY TO DO IS TO GET ALL OF THE PEOPLE 

OUT OF THE VILLAGE BEFORE WE STARl BURNING. BECAUSE OF THE PSYCHO-
LOGICAL EFFECTS, OF COURSE, THEY DON-T WANT TO GO. THAT IS THEIR 
HOME AND EVERYTHING. ,_ , 

"BUT WHAT WE DO IS GET THEM ALL OUT OF THE VILLAGE AND OUT '" ~ n' 
SIGHT BEFORE WE BURN IT SO THEY WON'T HAVE TO STAND AND WATCH N ~lct~tU 

~. THEIR HOUSJ:S J?URtl." , ~. fOJ "'~P.I • 
. UNQUOTE II::!] /,\ 1'1 'D rnrr'>~ C'''., n 0 --- "", , __ ~': '~1-
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0 270442Z ZYH ZFF-1 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO CG AMERICAL DIVISION
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 /F OR MGEN RAMSEY FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR ACTION.
QUOTE:
THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT OF PRESS RELEASE BY REUTERS RCEIVED

FROM WASHINGTON IS QUOTED IN FULL FOR INFORMATION:
QUOTE

TR 00PS OF THE AMERICAL DIVISION WERE BURNING DOWN SUSPECTED
VIET CONG VILLAGES NEAR MY LAI SCENE OF THE ALLEGED U. S. MASSACRE
1968 AS RECENTLY AS LAST MONTH.

"WITHIN A MATTER OF A WEEK AT THE END OF OCTOBER, WE DESTROYED
13 VILLAGES, N SAID 2ND LT. NORMAN E. CUTTRELL, 22, A PLATOON
LEADER WHO ARRIVED IN VIETNAM LAST MONTH.

ACCORDING TO LTC RUSS WHITLA, THE BURNING BY ZIPPO SQUADS,
NAMED AFTER THE CIGARETTE LIGHTER, AND INTENDED TO DENY THE VILLAGES
TO THE VIET CONG. IT IS PART OF THE PACIFICATION PR OGRAM IN
QUANG NGAI PROVINCE.

BEFORE THE VILLAGES ARE RAZED, THE INHABITANTS ARE WARNED 24
HOURS IN ADVANCE BY LEAFLETS AND LOUD SPEAKER BR OADCASTS FROM
PLANES TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES. THEY ARE PLACED IN NEWLY CONSTRUCTED
GOVERNMENT VILLAGES THAT ARE OFTEN ENCLOSED BY BARBED WIRE.

MEMBERS OF LT. CUTRELL'S PLATTON DESCRIBED IN DETAIL HOW THEY
PERFORMED THEIR DESTRUCTION:

FIRST THE ZIPPO SQUAD; SET FIRE TO THE THATCHED DWELLINGS WITH
THEIR LIGHTERS, SGT STEVE KOHRT ADDED, "WHEN WE FOUND CANDLES,
SOME OF US USED CANDLES. IF WE THINK IT'S REALLY WORTH IT, WE
THROW A GRENADE IN.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO BURN DOWN A VILLAGE?
"THAT REALLY VARIES, IT DEPENDS ON THE WIND, IT ALSO DEPENDS ON

THE SIZE OF THE VILLAGE, HE SAID.
CUTTRELL ADDED, "WHAT WE TRY TO DO IS TO GET ALL OF THE PEOPLE

OUT OF THE VILLAGE BEFORE WE START BURNING. BECAUSE OF THE PSYCHO-
LOGICAL EFFECTS, OF COURSE, THEY DON'T WANT TO GO. THAT IS THEIR
HOME AND EVERYTHING.

"BUT WHAT WE DO IS GET THEM ALL OUT OF THE VILLAGE AND OUT

RECEIVED
SIGHT BEFORE WE BURN IT SO THEY WON'T HAVE TO STAND AND WATCH
THEIR HOUSES BURN."

27 NOVP.M.UNQUOTE
2. REQUEST YOUR REPORT BE SUBMITTED TO THIS HQ FOR

BY ME TO MACV. WARM CLASFURTHER TRANSMITTAL
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PTTCZYUW RUYVSYM3 1.14 (3313114-CCCC<0RUKRSYH
ZNY CCCCC
P 270520Z NOV 69
FM CG III MAF
TO RUKRSYN COMPHIBPAC HAW
BT
C A L/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR VADM SMITH FROM

LIGEN NICKERSON
RED BEACH CAUSEWAY (U)
10 (CD) II HAVE LOOKED INTO THE CAUSEWAY SITUATION AS A RESULT OF

OUR DISCUSSION 6 NOV 1969.
26 RCI THE USE OF THE CAUSEWAY AI RED BEACH GIVES MUCH NEEDED

FLEXIBILITY TO DANANG PORT OPERATIONS BECAUSE IT IS THE ONLY PIER

UNLOADING POINT ON THAT SIDE OF THE BAY. DEBARRATION OVER THE

CAUSEWAY ELIMINATES THE REQUIREMENT FOR MOVEMENT AROUND THE BAY

AND THROUGH THE CITY OF DANANG WITH ITS CONGESTION ALS 0 THE

CAUSEWAY SHOULD BE OF GREAT BENEFIT FOR RETROGRADE OF MATERIALS

FROM THE NORTH, FOR DAY TO DAY PORT OPERATIONS., PARTICULARLY

AMMUNITION, AND AN ADDED ASSET SHOULD OUR RATE OF REDEPLOYMENT IN.

CREASE. SUFFICE IT TO SAY I AM MOST ANKIOUS TO RETAIN THIS ALTERNA-

CADRUS THE pusy DAYS ANSAS. AT
TIVE AVD VALU-03620023.THE SAME

7.(1)
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RUYVSYHSUIT C 6 to F A L/SPECAY EXCLUSIVE FOR:

ABLE ASSETS AND AM ANXIOUS TO ECONOMIZE ON THEIR UTILIZATION.

So (C) AS YOU KNOW ACB=ONE PRESENTLY HAS THE FOLLOWING CAUSEWAY

EQUIPMENT IN COUNTRY:
Ao TWO OFF-SHORE SECTIONS.
Bo ONE IN-SHORE SECTION.
Co TEN INTERVEDIATE SECTIONS.
Do TWO SALVAGED AMMIS.
427(C) THE TWO BEACHED ANMIS. WHICH YOUR PEOPLE RENOVATED, CAN

BE SUBSTITUTED FOR ONE 1-SHORE SECTION AND ONE INTERMEDIATE

SECTION UTILIZING THE AMMIS IN THIS MANNER PLUS FIVE INTERMEDIATE

AND ONE OFF-SMORE SECTION, THE CAUSEWAY, CAN ACCOMMODATE LSI. AND,

UNDER MOST CONDITIONS II PLACES THE OFF-SHORE END CLEAR OF THE SURF

ZONE TO MAKE LCU/LCM EIGHT MARRIAGES POSSIBLE.

5th C.C.) UTILIZING THE SIX SECTIONS, PLUS TWO AMMIS CAUSEWAY

DESCRIBED ABOVE AND A ROTATION BASE OF ONE OFF-SHORE SECTION TWO

INTERMEDIATE SECTIONS , AND ONE IN-SHORE SPARE: THREE INTERMEDIATE

SECTIONS CALL BE RELEASED AND RETURNED AS YOU DIRECT. AS All

ALTERNATIVE, IF SECTIONS WERE NOT ROTATED FOR MAINTENANCE: A TOTAL

OF FIVE INTERMEDIATES, ONE -SHORE0 AND ONE OFF-SHORE COULD BE

RETURNED, THE ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES ASSOCIATED WITH EACH

ALTERNATIVE are TOO OBVIOUS TO ENUMERATE HERE. I WILL ABIDE BY

PAGE ZOF PAGES
CONFIDENTIAL

COPY / OF 3 COPIES 7/2/
1ST MARDIV 2100/4 (9/67)
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800039608 LOSPECAT FOR

YOUR DROMBS
60. SCD FOR YOUR IINFORMATION, DURING PERIODS OF ROUGH WEATHER THE

CAUSEUAY IS REMOVED TO A SAFE WATER HAVEN AT TIEN SHA COVE. THIS

PRACTICE WILL CONTINUE WHENEVER ROUGH SEAS THREATEN, PHICB ONE

DET NOVEMBER HAS TAKEN CARE OF ALL MALUTENANCE AND OPERATIONAL

PROBLEMS THAT HAVE ARISEN so FAR. OUR RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE

IO ASSIST INEM IF REQUIRED
70 CCD EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO MINIMIZE RISKS OF DAMAGE.

I APPRECIATE YOUR COOPERATION. WARM REGARDS.

GP-4
BT
3:00

PAGE 2:OF 2 PAGES

OFCOPY 3 COPIES/
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P 279940Z ZFF-7 ZFF-C
FM nG 111 MAF
TO CC USARV
INFO CC XXIV CO-PS
ZEM

DENTA L/EYES ONLY/SENSATIVE FOR MAJOEN MABRY
INFO BAEN SHEDD FROM BGEN DOOLEY
TRANSITIONAL FOR OF STATIONING
A. MACV OPLAN 186-60
P. YOUR 3175 OF 2612397 NOVK9 (NOTAL)
10 MANNING REDRESENTATIVES FROM 111 MAF DC/S PLANS AND G-4, AND
XXIV CORPS C-3 PLANS AND G-4 PLANS WILL ATTEND THE MEETING AT YOUR
HEADQUARTERS AT 13mm, SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER. THE SE OFFICERS 16
BE PREPARED TC DISCUSS STATIONING OF THE RESIDUAL FORCE AS
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U~AS EFT 0 FOR GEN"-iBRAMS FROM LtD.!N NIC){ERSO~J-" 
SUBJ: VISIT BY ACTI~1G DASD (CR), MR. L. H01.AIARD BENNETT 
1. MR. eENNETT AND PARTY OF EIGHT VISITED III MAF 

COM['I1ANDS IN THE DANANG AREA SUNDAY 23 NOV 69 19Q10H 
THROUGH 1100 25 NOV 69. 
2. '.dE PREPARED AND FOLLOI.I1ED AN ITINERARY GEARED 
SPECIFICALLY TO DESIRES STATED IN MESSAGES WHICH 
ANNOUNCED MR. BENNETT'S VISIT. 
3. A MEMBER Off MY STAFF ACCOMPA'NIED MR. BENNETT AT ALL 
TIMES AND tl1'AS I NVITED TO MONITOR TROOP DISCUSSION 
SESSIONS AFTERMOON 24 NOV AND MORNING 25 NOV~ 
4. MODUS OPERANDI AND SIGNIFICANT IMPRESSIONS OF VISIT 
FOlLmv. 
A. MR. BENNETT'S APPROACH IS INFORMAL, DIRECT. HE 
ELICITS CANDID RESPONSE ay TOPICAL QUESTIONS AND 
fRIENDLY MANNER. INSPIRES CONFIDENCE. CONTROLS 
DISCUSSIONS. 
B. THREE DISCUSSION PERIODS H~LD; tOTAL TIME ABOUT 
8 ,HOURS. APPROXIMATELY 162 MARINE, NAVY, AIR FORCE, 
ARMY OFFICERS AND MEN RESPONDED TO ADVANCE NOTICE OF 
VISIT. ALL RECEIVED AUDIENCE IN GROUPS OF 25-35 PER 
SESSION AND f't1AJORITY SPOKE. ,ESTIMATE 85-90 PERCENT OF 
TOTALS l,vERE BLACK SERVICEMEN. ABOUT 6 OFfICERS ATTENDED. 
t. DISCUSSIONS WERE ORDERLY~ CALM,NO EMOTIONAL 
OUTBURSTS OR RANCOR NOTED. NO I"NHIBITION EVIDENT. 
D. NO INDICATION OF ~OWER GROUPS NOR MILITANT ELEMENTS 
IN ANY DISC!JSSION GROUP. 
E: ESSENTIALLY ALL CO~PLAINTS STEM~ED,FRO~ A PERSONAL 
PROBLEM EXTR4POLATED BY I~nIVIDUAL TO GENERAL' 

_~1?_OPORTI 0'1S AND SO EXPRESSED. 
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P 270752Z ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
UMAA E F T 0 FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: VISIT BY ACTING DASD (CR),, MR. L. HOWARD BENNETT
1. MR. BENNETT AND PARTY OF EIGHT VISITED III MAF
COMMANDS IN THE DANANG AREA SUNDAY 23 NOV 69 1900H
THR OUGH 1100 25 NOV 69.
2. WE PREPARED AND FOLLOWED AN ITINERARY GEARED
SPECIFICALLY TO DESIRES STATED IN MESSAGES WHICH
A N N O U N C E D MR. BENNETT'S VISIT.
3. A MEMBER OF MY STAFF ACCOMPANIED MR. BENNETT AT ALL
TIMES AND WAS INVITED TO MONITOR TROOP DISCUSSION
SESSIONS AFTERNOON 24 NOV AND MORNING 25 NOV.
4. MODUS OPERANDI AND SIGNIFICANT IMPRESSIONS OF VISIT
FOLLOW.
A. MR. BENNETT'S APPROACH IS INFORMAL, DIRECT. HE
ELICITS CANDID RESPONSE BY TOPICAL QUESTIONS AND
FRIENDLY MANNER. INSPIRES CONFIDENCE. CONTROLS
DISCUSSIONS.
B. THREE DISCUSSION PERIODS HELD; TOTAL TIME ABOUT
8.HOURS. APPROXIMATELY 162 MARINE, NAVY, AIR FORCE,
ARMY OFFICERS AND MEN RESPONDED TO ADVANCE NOTICE OF
VISIT. ALL RECEIVED AUDIENCE IN GROUPS OF 25-35 PER
SESSION AND MAJORITY SPOKE. ESTIMATE 85-90 PERCENT OF
TOTALS WERE BLACK SERVICEMEN. ABOUT 6 OFFICERS ATTENDED.
C. DISCUSSIONS WERE ORDERLY, CALM, NO EMOTIONAL
OUT BURSTS OR RANCOR NOTED . NO INHIBITION EVIDENT.
D. NO INDICATION OF POWER GROUPS NOR MILITANT ELEMENTS
IN ANY DISCUSSION GROUP.
E. ESSENTIALLY ALL COMPLAINTS STEMMED . FROM A PERSONAL
PROBLEM EXTRAPOLATED BY INDIVIDUAL TO GENERAL

9(1)PROPORTIONS AND SO EXPRESSED.
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F'. CATEGORIES OF' DOMPLAINTS: 

(1) HARASSI't1Er'lT BE,CAUSE OF' RACE. 
(2) UNJUST MILITARY .PUNISH~ENT. BECAUSE OF RACE. 
(3) UNEQUAL PROMOTION OPPORTUNITY BECAUSE OF' RACE. 
(4) INADEQUATE RESPONSE FROM SNCO AND JUNIOR OFFICER 

LEVELS TO VALID COMPLAINTS. 
(5) PARTIALITY TO WHITES IN CLUBS SHOWN BY WAITRESSES. 
(6) SL011I OR INADEt:1UATE RESPONSE TO UNIT !.~ATCH COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 
G. MR. BENNETT PLllS HIO OF HIS STAFf VISITED III MAf 
NAVAL CONFINEMENT CENTER 1500-1600 24 ·NOV. MR. BENNETT 
TALKED WITH TWO PRISONERS IN ADMINISTRATIVE SEGREGATION 
CELLS. NO Al<TER VISIT COMMENTS. 
H. MR. BENNETT"S STAFF ONLY VISITED NAVY AND ARI'W ENLISTED 
CLUBS IN D.ANANG AREA SUNDAY EVENING. ESCORT OFFICERS 
REPORTED ROUTINE EVENING. SCHEDULE MONDAY CLUB VISITS 
CANCELLED BY STAF'I<; LACK OF TIME .• 
I. EXIT BRIEFI~G HELD THIS HEADQUARTERS 25 NOV 69. MR. 
BENNETT"SUMMARIZED COMPLAINTS RECEIVED. HE ADVOCATED: 

(1) SENSITIVITY TRAINING FOR MP PERSONNEL. 
(?) CONSISTENT, DEfINITIVE POLICY DISSEMINATION AND 

INTERPRETATION FROM TOP TO BOTTOM OF MILITARY SYSTEM ON 
HAIR'CUTS, ORNAMENTS, AND SIGNS. 

(3) COMMAND INTERSEI AND RESPONSE TO UNIT WATCH 
COMMITTEES. 

(4) VERTICAL AND LATERAL COMMUNICATIONS ,TO EXPLAIN 
MEANING OF' SYMBOLS AND SIGNS USED BY YOUNG BLACK 
SERVICEMEN. 
- .. (5~IMOR S911A-S}:lI!lJG BY ESTABLISHINGDIALOGiJE AMONG 
TR OOPS, TR OOPS AND NCOS. TROOPS A ND OFF! CERS. 
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F. CATEGORIES OF DOMPLAINTS:
(1) HARASSMENT BECAUSE OF RACE.
(2) UNJUST MILITARY PUNISHMENT BECAUSE OF RACE.
(3) UNEQUAL PROMOTION OPPORTUNITY BECAUSE OF RACE.
(4) INADEQUATE RESPONSE FROM SNCO AND JUNIOR OFFICER

LEVELS TO VALID COMPLAINTS.
(5) PARTIALITY TO WHITES IN CLUBS SHOWN BY WAITRESSES.
(6) SLOW OR INADEQUATE RESPONSE TO UNIT WATCH COMMITTEE

RECOMMENDATIONS.
G. MR. BENNETT PLUS TWO OF HIS STAFF VISITED III MAF
NAVAL CONFINEMENT CENTER 1500-1600 24 NOV. MR. BENNETT
TALKED WITH TWO PRISONERS IN ADMINISTRATIVE SEGREGATION
CELLS. NO AFTER VISIT COMMENTS.
H. MR. BENNETT'S STAFF ONLY VISITED NAVY AND ARMY ENLISTED
CLUBS IN DA NA NG AREA SUNDAY EVENING. ESCORT OFFICERS
REPORTED ROUTINE EVENING. SCHEDULE MONDAY CLUB VISITS
CANCELLED BY STAFF; LACK OF TIME.
I. EXIT BRIEFING HELD THIS HEADQUARTERS 25 NOV 69. MR.
BENNETT SUMMARIZED COMPLAINTS RECEIVED. HE ADVOCATED:

(1) SENSITIVITY TRAINING FOR MP PERSONNEL.
(?) CONSISTENT, DEFINITIVE POLICY DISSEMINATION AND

INTERPRETATION FROM TOP TO BOTTOM OF MILITARY SYSTEM ON
HAIRCUTS, OR NAMENTS, AND SIGNS.

(3) COMMAND INTERSET AND RESPONSE TO UNIT WATCH
COMMITTEES.

(4) VERTICAL AND LATERAL COMMUNICATIONS TO EXPLAIN
MEANING OF SYMBOLS AND SIGNS USED BY YOUNG BLACK
SERVICEMEN.

9/2)(5) RUMOR SQUASHING BY ESTABLISHING DIALOGUE A MO NG

TR OOPS, TROOPS AND NCOS. TROOPS AND OFFICERS.

9/21
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(6) BEJ'TE:R Y~fI"ORMAIIO~J on EDUCATION FOR YOUNG SERVICEf'llEN 
ON MILITARY JUSTICE SYSTEM. 

(7) ATTENTION TO DOD HUMAN GOALS, DEFINED AND PUBLISHED 
RECENTLY.' 
5. MY ASSESSMENT 01" VISIT: 
A. MR. BENNETT ACHIEVED HIS PRIMARY PURPOSE, DISCUSSION 
I.~ lTH TR OOPS. 
B. NO ABNORMAL OR I NSOLUBLE PROBLEMS DISCLOSED. 
C. PRESENCE OF MR. BENNETT AND PARTY NOT INFLAM~'ATORY IN 
A NY I~IAY. 

D. OVERALL EFFECT OF VISIT CONSIDERED BENEFICIAL AND 
CONDUCTIVE TO CONTINUING IMPROVEMENT OF RACIAL HARMONY. 
s. SIGNIFICANTLY, NOT ONE COMPLAINT WAS HEARD ON FOOD, 
LODGING OR EgUIPMENT. 
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(6) BETTER INFORMATION OR EDUCATION FOR YOUNG SERVICEMEN
ON MILITARY JUSTICE SYSTEM.

(7) ATTENTION TO DOD HUMAN GOALS, DEFINED AND PUBLISHED

DEPARTMENT

RECENTLY.
RECEIVED5. MY ASSESSMENT OF VISIT:

A. MR. BENNETT ACHIEVED HIS PRIMARY PURPOSE, DISCUSSION
27 NOV P.M.WITH TROOPS.

B. NO ABNORMAL OR INSOLUBLE PROBLEMS DISCLOSED.
C. PRESENCE OF MR. BENNETT AND PARTY NOT INFLAMMATORY IN
ANY WAY.
D. OVERALL EFFECT OF VISIT CONSIDERED BENEFICIAL AND

TIII
CONDUCTIVE TO CONTINUING IMPROVEMENT OF RACIAL HARMONY.
6. SIGNIFICANTLY, NOT ONE COMPLAINT WAS HEARD ON FOOD,
LODGING OR EQUIPMENT.
500
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PITCZYUW RHMMAFA3134 3310728-CCCC--RUHHFMA.
ENY CCCCC
P 2707287 NOV 69

FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC

C
BT

0 F I D E I I SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR LGEN BUSE FROM

LGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: VISIT BY ACTING DASD ECIVIL RIGHTS), MR. bo HOWARD

BENNETT
do MR. BENNETT AND PARTY OF EIGHT VISITED III MAF COMO

MAEDS IN THE DANANG AREA SUNDAY 23 NOV 69 1900H THROUGH

1100N 25 NOV 090
20 WE PREPARED AND FOLLOWED AN ITINERARY GEARED SPECIFIC-

ALLY TO DESIRES STATED IN MESSAGES WHICH ANNOUNCED MR.

PANNETT'S VISIT.
30 A MEMBER OF MY STAFF ACCOMPANIED MR. BENNETT AT ALL

TEMES AND WAS INVITED TO MONITOR TROOP DISCUSSION SESSIONS

AFTERNOON 24 NOV AND MORNING 25 NOV.

40 MODUS OPERANDI AND SIGNIFICANT IMPRESSIONS OF VISIT

FOLLOW
Ae MR. BENNETT'S APPROACH IS INFORMAL DIRECT. HE

PAGE TWO RHNMAFA3154 C 0 I D E N T I A 1. SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

ELICITS CANDID RESPONSE BY TOPICAL QUESTIONS AND FRIENDLY

MANNER. INSPIRES CONFIDENCE. CONTROLS DISCUSSIONS.

Bo THREE DISCUSSION PERIODS HELD; TOTAL TIME ABOUT 8

HOURS APPROXIMATELY 162 MARINE, NAVY. AIR FORCE, ARMY

OFFICERS AND MEN. RESPONDED TO ADVANCE NOTICE OF VISIT.

RECEIVED AUDIENCE IN GROUPS OF 25-35 PER
ALL
SESSION AND MAJORITY SPOKE. ESTIMATE 85=90 PER CENT OF

TOTAL WERE BLACK SERVICEMEN. AOOUT o OFFICERS

ATTENDED,
Co DISCUSSIONS WERE ORDERLY, CALMs NO EMOTIONAL

OUTBURSTS OR RANCOR NOTED. NO INHIBITION

EVIDENT.
Do NO INDICATION OF POWER GROUPS OR MILITANT

ELEMENTS IN ANY DISCUSSION GROUP.

E. ESSENTIALLY ALL COMPLAINTS STEMMED FROM A

PERSONAL PROBLEM EXTRAPOLATED BY INDIVIDUAL TO

GENERAL PROPORTIONS AND SO EXPRESSED.

Fo CATEGORIES OF COMPLAINTS:
8.11 MARASSMENT BECAUSE OF RACE.

(2) UNJUST MILITARY PUNISHMENT BECAUSE OF RACE.

PAGE / OF 3PAGES
CONFIDENTIAL

COPY OF 3 COPIES 101ST MARDIV 2100/4 (9/67)
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PAGE THREE RMMMAFA3134 C O F I I A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

839 UNEQUAL PROMOTION OPPORTUNITY BECAUSE OF

RACE.
(4) INADEQUATE RESPONSE FROM SNCO AND JUNIOR

OFFICER LEVELS TO VALID COMPLAINTS.
(S) PARTIALITY TO WHITES IN CLUBS SHOWN BY

WAITRESSES.
(6) SLOW OR INADEQUATE RESPONSE TO UNIT WATCH

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS.
Go MR. BENNETT PLUS TWO OF HIS STAFF VISITED III

MAF NAVAL CONFINEMENT CENTER 1500-1600 24 NOV. HR.

BENNETT TALKED WITH TWO PRISONERS IN ADMINISTRATIVE

SEGREGATION CELLS. NO AFTER VISIT COMMENTS.

Ho MR. BENNETT'S STAFF ONLY VISITED NAVY. AND ARMY

INLISTED CLUBS IN DANANG AREA SUNDAY EVENING.c

ESCORT OFFICERS REPORTED ROUTINE EVENING. SCHEDULED

HONDAY CLUB VISITS CANCELLED BY STAFF; LACK OF TIME.

so EXIT BRIEFING HELD THIS HEADQUARTERS 25 NOV 69.

MR. BENNETT SUMMARIZED COMPLAINTS RECEIVED. HE

ADVOCATED:
CBD SENSITIVITY TRAINING FOR MP PERSONNEL

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA3134 C 0 N F I Eal N I A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

(2) CONSISTENT , DEFINITIVE POLICY DISSEMINATION

AND INTERPRETATION FROM TOP TO BOTTOM OF MILITARY

SYSTEM ON HAIRCUTS, ORNAMENTS, AND SIGNS.

(3) COMMAND INTEREST AND RESPONSE TO UNIT WATCH

COMMITTEES.
848 VERTICAL AND LATERAL COMMUNICATIONS TO EXPLAIN

MEANING OF SYMBOLS AND SIGNS USED BY YOUNG BLACK

SERVICEMEN.
858 RUMOR SQUASHING BY ESTABLISHING DIALOGUE AMONG

TROOPS, TROOPS AND NCOS, TROOPS AND OFFICERS.
C.SD BETTER INFORMATION OR EDUCATION FOR YOUNG.

SERVICEMEK ON MILITARY JUSTICE SYSTEM.
(98 ATTENTION TO DOD HUMAN GOALS, LEFANED AND

PUBLISHED RECENTLY.
5. MY ASSESSMENT OF VISIT:

Ao MR. BENNETT ACHIEVED HIS PRIMARY PURPOSE, DISCUSSION

WITH TROOPS.
Bo NO ABNORMAL NOR INSOLUBLE PROBLEMS DISCLOSED.

Co PRESENCE OF MR. BENNETT AND PARTY NOT INFLAMMATORY
IN ANY WAY.
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA3134 C 0 N F II D E N:-T X A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FORDo OVERALL EFFECT OF VISIT CONSIDERED BENEFICIAL ANDCONDUCIVE TO CONTINUING IMPROVEMENT OF RACIAL HARMONY.Go SIGNIFICANTLY, NOT ONE COMPLAINT WAS HEARD ON FOOD,LODGING OR EQUIPMENT
To AT DINNER ON SUNDAY EVENING 23 NOV, MR G BENNETTASKED MY OPINION OF THE COMMANDANT°S POSITIONSTATEMENT ON AFRO HAIRCUTS FOR MARINES. Day RESPONDEDBY SAYING THAT IT IS NOT PROPER FOR ME TO TAKE A POSITIONOPPOSITE TO CMC BUT IF II HAD BEEN IN THE COMMANDANI'S POSITIONAT THE TIME, I DOUBT IF I WOULD HAVE MADE THE STATEMENTI BELIEVE THAT SUCH CRITERIA NEED NOT BE ESTABLISHED AND SOSTATED TO MR. BENNETT.
8. ENTIRE VISIT WENT SMOOTHLY. MR. BENNETT WAS ENTIRELY PLEASEDWITH OUR RESPONSE. WE PROVIDED WHAT HE: ASKED FOR. OURTROOPS WERE CANDID AND WE HAVE ALREADY COMMENCED QUIET INQUIRYIN AREAS AND UNITS SUBJECTED TO FREQUENT COMPLAINTS. WE LL GET THEFACTS AND PROCEDE FROM THERE. WE'RE AWARE ACTION IS NEEDED INHUMAN RELATIONS AND PERSONAL RESPONSE FIELD AND WERE ALREADY WORKING.THERE WERE NO NEW OR UNEXPECTED PATTERNS OR TYPES OFCOMPLAINTS. THE COMPLAINTS ARE COMING FROM A NEW

PAGE SIM RHMMAFA3134 C 0 N FII is E N I I. A L SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FORGENERATION OF MARINES WITH A DRASTICALLY DIFFERENT
BACKGROUND: A BACKGROUND CONDATIONED BY LIVING, ASA CIVILIAN, IN AN ENVIRONMENT OF MISTRUST ANDECONOMIC DISTRESS FOLLOWED BY LARGE UPSURGE OFCONFIDENCE WHICH IS INSTILLED IN ALL MARINES IN BOOT CAMP.REALIZATION or MANHOOD AND SENSE OF EARNED EQUALITY COMES WHENTHE BLACK MARINE "CUTS THE MUSTARU.COM IN AN FNF UNITPARTICULARLY PO COMBAT UNIT. THE LEGITMATE UZMANDFOR EQUAL TREATMENT OF ALL MARINES THEN we.COMES THEREAL ISSUE AND YOU KNOW MY BELIEFS ON THAT MATTER90 WE HAVE THE PROBLEM. IT°S NOT AT' ALL INSURMOUNTABLEAND WE ARE SOLVING II. WARM REGARDS.GP-4
BT
3134
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ATION FOR THE FINE SUPPORT SHICH YOU GAVE BOTH III MAF
AND THE SEASEES, I BELIEVE YOUR SUMMATION OF THE
SITUATION IN AMICH YOU STATED SALL THREE COMPONENT
COMPANDERS AND A. CORPS COMMANDER ARE IN OPPOSITION TO
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TO FUSH III. MATTER FURTHER HAS QUITE SUCCINCT.
UHILE THE PROBLEM IS NOT YET COMPLETELY SOLVED I WOULD
HOPE THAT ITHIS VERY NEARLY PUT TO REST.
20 I TALKED TO CARTER TOWNSEND THIS MORNING AND
SUGGESTED THAT NE MIGHT NAME TO LOOK INTO. 22 If
APPEARS TO HE THAT ANY ADDITIONAL STATUING WOLLD ONLY
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BE INVOLVED ANY LONGER. ME SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO II o

MEANTHILE X THESIS 35 WOULD STRENGTHEN OUR CASE IF DILLON'S
PAPER AND MINE WERE FORWARDED TO MACV WITH A STRONG
ENDORSEMENT FROM YOU. THIS WOULD MAKE II A MATTER
OF RECORD WHICH B THENK IS: CUITE NECESSARY.
So ONCE AGAINO MANY THANKS.
Do MARRIBECARES.
GPGA
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2135
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P. 2707522 NOV WILL
FM:CG III MAF
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BT
CO WEID ENTI A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR RADM DILLON INFO

VADM ZUMWALT FROM:LTGEN NICKERSON
PROPOSED REDUCTION OF SEABEE. BATTALIONS IN THE ICIZ

lot WANT TO COMPLIMENT YOU ON YOUR SUCCESS IN
PRESENTING THE SEABEE/REI MAF POSITION AT MACV'S
MEETING YESTERDAY CONCERNING THE ABOVE SUBJECT .II

UNDERSTAND II WAS PRESENTED WITHOUT EMOTION, COMPLETELY
FACTUAL AND RESISTED ANY REBUTTAL. PLEASE ACCEPT MY

PERSONAL WELL DONE AND MY THANKS FOR YOUR USUAL FINE

PERFORMANCE
20, WARM REGARDS.
GP=4
BT
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'iNFO CG AMERICAL DIV~ON 
ZEM 
CON F DEN T I A VEYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS ,FROM LTGEN 
NICKERSON INFO MAJGEN RAMSEY 
SUBJ: ARTICLE BY MIKE NEAL WHICH APPEARED IN THE 

WASHINGTON EVENING STAR 
A. COMUSMACV MSG CITE 15334 270240Z NOV69 (EYES ONLY) 
1. REFERENCE A REFERS. THE FOLLOWl~G MESSAGE FROM 
MGEN RAMSEY IS QUOTED IN FULL FOR YOUR INFORM~TION: 
1. REFERENCE YOUR PHONE CALL AND MESSAGE TO ME REGARDING THE 
ARTICLE BY MIKE NEALE THAT APPEARED IN THE WASHINGTON EVENING 
STAR REGARDING THE BURNING OF HAMLETS IN THE MY LAI AREA. 
2. 1 HAVE GATHERED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM THE 198:I'H 
BRIGADE TO INCLUDE LIEUTENANT COTTRELL WHOM MIKE NEALE 
INTERVIEWED. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL COMMANDS THE 1ST PLATOON, 
C COMPANY, 5TH BATTALION,~46TH INFANTRY. 
3. NEALE CAME TO FIRE SUPPORT BASE GATOR ON SUNDAY, 23 'N9VEMBER 
TO GET TR OCP REACT ION FROM THE MEN IN THE FIELD REGARD ING· THE 
REPORTS THEY MAY HAVE READ ABOUT THE MY LAI INCIDENT. HE 
TALKED TO LIEUTENUNT COTTRELL AND MEMBERS OF HIS PLATTOON. 
MANY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PLATOON WERE GOING ON GUARD AT THIS 
TIME SO THE SAME ONES WERE NOT PRESENT ALL THE TIME. 
4. NEALE ASKED THE MEN WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF THE MY LAI STORY. 
NONE-OF THEM HAD SEEN OR HEARD OF IT AT THIS TIME. NEALE 
READ THEM THE STCRY. THEIR REACTION WAS THAT THEY DID NOT REPEAT 
NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY SUCH THING COULD HAPPEN IN THE UNITED I 

STATES ARMED FORCES. HE THEN ASKED IF THEY HAD BEEN OPERATING IN THE I 
AREA. WHEN TOLD THEY HAD, HE ASKED WHAT THEIR MISSION WAS. 
5. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL WHO HAD BEEN IN COUNTRY.APPROXIMATELY 
ONE MONTH EXPLAINED THAT THEIR. MISSION WAS TO PACIFY THREE 
HAMLETS IN THAT AREA. IN ORDER TO ,PACIFY THESE HAMLETS PEOPLE 
LIVING IN MANY OF THE ADJACENT HAMLETS WERE MOVED INTO 

: THE TARGET HAMLETS AND THE ABANDONED HAMLETS WE·RE BURNED TO DENY 
: THE ENEMY THEIR USE. LIEUTENANT COTTREl.L DID USE THE TEJiM . 
i "Z IPPO SQUA,D" BECAUSE HE HAD HEARD THIS JARGON USED BY OTHER 
; SOLDIERS. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL DID NOT BELIEVE THAT GIVING A 

CORRESPONDENT INFORMATION REGARDING WHAT HE CONSIDERED TO BE 
A ROUTINE MISSION WOULD IN ANY WAY CAUSE DIFFICULTY. HE NEVER I(A) 
REALIZED THAT THE USE OF THE WORD "ZIPPO SQUAD" MIGHT HAVEJ~ 
ANY BAD CO'~OTATION. 
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1. REFERENCE A REFERS. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM
MGEN RAMSEY IS QUOTED IN FULL FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
1. REFERENCE YOUR PHONE CALL AND MESSAGE TO ME REGARDING THE
ARTICLE BY MIKE NEALE THAT APPEARED IN THE WASHINGTON EVENING
STAR REGARDING THE BURNING OF HAMLETS IN THE MY LAI AREA.
2. I HAVE GATHERED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FROM THE 198TH
BRIGADE TO INCLUDE LIEUTENANT COTTRELL WHOM MIKE NEALE
INTERVIEWED. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL COMMANDS THE 1ST PLATOON,
C COMPANY, 5TH BATTALION, -46TH INFANTRY.
3. NEALE CAME TO FIRE SUPPORT BASE GATOR ON SUNDAY, 23 NOVEMBER
TO GET OOP REACTION FROM THE MEN IN THE FIELD REGARD ING THE
REPORTS THEY MAY HAVE READ ABOUT THE MY LAI INCIDENT. HE
TALKED TO LIEUTENUNT COTTRELL AND MEMBERS OF HIS PLATTOON.
MANY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PLATOON WERE G OING ON GUARD AT THIS
TIME SO THE SAME ONES WERE NOT PRESENT ALL THE TIME.
4. NEALE ASKED THE MEN WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF THE MY LAI STORY.
NONE-0 THEM HAD SEEN OR HEARD OF IT AT THIS TIME. NEALE
READ THEM THE STORY. THEIR REACTION WAS THAT THEY DID NOT REPEAT
NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY SUCH THING COULD HAPPEN IN THE UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES. HE THEN ASKED IF THEY HAD BEEN OPERATING IN THE
AREA. WHEN TOLD THEY HAD, HE ASKED WHAT THEIR MISSION WAS.
5. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL WHO HAD BEEN IN COUNTRY APPROXIMATELY
ONE MONTH EXPLAINED THAT THEIR MISSION WAS TO PACIFY THREE
HAMLETS IN THAT AREA. IN ORDER TO PACIFY THESE HAMLETS PEOPLE
LIVING IN MANY OF THE ADJACENT HAMLETS WERE MOVED INTO
THE TARGET HAMLETS AND THE ABANDONED HAMLETS WERE BURNED TO DENY
THE ENEMY THEIR USE. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL DID USE THE TERM
"ZIPPO SQUAD" BECAUSE HE HAD HEARD THIS JARGON USED BY OTHER
SOLDIERS. LIEUTENANT COTTRELL DID NOT BELIEVE THAT GIVING A
CORRESPONDENT INFORMATION REGARDING WHAT HE CONSIDERED TO BE
A ROUTINE MISSION WOULD IN ANY WAY CAUSE DIFFICULTY. HE NEVER

14(1)REALIZED THAT THE USE OF THE WORD "ZIPPO SQUAD" MIGHT HAVE
ANY BAD COMMOTATION.
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6. IHERE WER£ A tor Ai OF t"l HAMLETS BURNED, THREE OF WHICH 
LIEUTENANT carTRELL, WAS INVOLVED IN BURNING. THE SIZE OF 

. EACH HAMLET WAS APPROXIMATELY 30 DWELLINGS EXCEPT TWO 
HAMLETS CONSISTED OF APPROXIMATELY 60 DWELLINGS EACH. MANY OF 
THESE DWELLINGS HAD BEEN DESTROYED DURING THE ENTIRE PERIOD OF 
THE· WAR AND NOT TOO MANY WERE LEFT, TO BE DESTROYED. THE NUMBER 
OF DWELLINGS BURNED IN EACH HAMLET RANGED FRat 3 TO 25 HUTS 
MADE OF THATCHED GRASS AND BAMBOO. A FEW MASONRY DWELLINGS Il~ FAIR 

I CONDITION WERE STILL STANDING AND THEY WERE NOT DESTR OYED. 
AT THE TIME OF THE BURNING, THERE WERE NO REPEAT NO CIVILIANS 

,PRESENT IN THE AREA. THE DAY BEFORE ANY HAMLET WAS BURNED A 
PSYOP HELICOPTER WAS IN THE AREA ANNOUNCING TO THE PEOPLE TO 
MOVE TO THE TARGET HAMLETS FOR SECURITY • WHEN THE TROOPS 
MOVED INTO THE AREA, THEY FOUND APPROXIMATELY 10 ELDERLY 
PEOPLE WHO HAD NOT DEPARTED BECAUSE THEY WERE TOO OLD AND FEEBLE 
TO WALK TO THE TARGET HAMLETS. THESE PEOPLE AND THEIR 'BELONGINGS 
WERE EVACUATED TO T}{E TARGET HAMLETS BY THE TROOPS ON THE, 
GROUND. 
7. PRIOR TO ANY OF THESE ACTIONS, THE ENTIRE PROGRAM HAD BEEN 

:, COORDINATED BETWEEN THE13ATTALION COMMANDER OF THE 5TH BATTALION, 
1 46TH INFANTRY, LTC JULIAN F. WAGNER WHO HAS NOW ROTATED TO 
;THE STATES, AND THE DISTRICT CHIEF OF SON TINH, CPT KHIEM. 

CPT KHIEM REQUESTED THAT -HAMLETS -iN THE AREA', THAT WERE NOT TAR GET 
HAMLETS FOR PACIFICATION BE DESTROYED TO DENY THEM TO THE 
ENEMY. COL WAGNER AND CPT KHIEM AGREED ON THE 11 HAMLETS IN QUESTION. 
PRESENT AT THE MEETINGS WHEN LTC WAGNER. AND CPT KHIEM WERE MAKING 
PLANS FOR THE OPERATION WERE MAJ WAITE, THE SON TINH DISTRICT 

i ADVISOR, AND CPT PHELPS,ITHE SON TINH LIAISON OF~ICEJ FROM THE 5TH 
BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY. BOTH MAJ WAITE AND CPT PHELPS CONFIRM 

. THAT THE DIStRICT CHIEF REQUESTED THESE 11 HAMLETS BE DESTROYED. 
i8. THE FOLLOWING 11 HAMLETS WERE DESTROYED: 

1. CHAU SA (4) 672796 25 OCT 
2. CHAU SA (3) 673790 26 OCT 
3. AN THIN <1) 693805 24 OCT 
4. DAP MY (2) 697811 25 OCT 
5. GIEM DIEN (1) 714803 3 NOV 
6. NO NAME 712802 3 NOV 
7. NO NAME 707806 3 NOV 
8. VAN THIEN 703804 3 NOV 
9. NO NAME 700805 3 NOV 
10. NO NAME 701800 3 NOV 
11. NO NAIE 697803 3 NOV 

/1-~) . 
-_.--------" 
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6. THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 11 HAMLETS BURNED, THREE OF WHICH
LIEUTENANT COTTRELL WAS INVOLVED IN BURNING. THE SIZE OF
EACH HAMLET WAS APPROXIMATELY 30 DWELLINGS EXCEPT TWO
HAMLETS CONSISTED OF APPROXIMATELY 60 DWELLINGS EACH. MANY OF
THESE DWELLINGS HAD BEEN DESTROYED DURING THE ENTIRE PERIOD OF
THE WAR AND NOT TOO MANY WERE LEFT TO BE DESTR OYED. THE NUMBER
OF DWELLINGS BURNED IN EACH HAMLET RANGED FR OM 3 TO 25 HUTS
MADE OF THATCHED GRASS AND BAMBOO. A FEW MASONRY DWELLINGS IN FAIR
CONDITION WERE STILL STANDING AND THEY WERE NOT DESTR OYED.
AT THE TIME OF THE BURNING, THERE WERE NO RE PEAT NO CIVILIANS
PRESENT IN THE AREA. THE DAY BEFORE ANY HAMLET WAS BURNED A
PSYOP HELICOPTER WAS IN THE AREA ANNOUNCING TO THE PEOPLE TO
MOVE TO THE TARGET HAMLETS FOR SECURITY. WHEN THE TR 00PS
MOVED INTO THE AREA, THEY FOUND APPROXIMATELY 10 ELDERLY
PEOPLE WHO HAD NOT DEPARTED BECAUSE THEY WERE TOO OLD AND FEEBLE
TO WALK TO THE TARGET HAMLETS. THESE PEOPLE AND THEIR BELONGINGS
WERE EVACUATED TO THE TARGET HAMLETS BY THE TROOPS ON THE
GROUND.
7. PRIOR TO ANY OF THESE ACTIONS, THE ENTIRE PROGRAM HAD BEEN
COORDINATED BETWEEN THE BATTALION COMMANDER OF THE 5TH BATTALION,
46TH INFANTRY, LTC JULIAN F. WAGNER WHO HAS NOW ROTATED TO
THE STATES, AND THE DISTRICT CHIEF OF SON TINH, CPT KHIEM.
CPT KHIEM REQUESTED THAT HAMLETS IN THE AREA THAT WERE NOT TAR GET
HAMLETS FOR PACIFICATION BE DESTROYED TO DENY THEM TO THE
ENEMY. COL WAGNER AND CPT KHIEM AGREED ON THE 11 HAMLETS IN QUESTION.
PRESENT AT THE MEETINGS WHEN LTC WAGNER AND CPT KHIEM WERE MAKING
PLANS FOR THE OPERATION WERE MAJ WAITE, THE SON TINH DISTRICT
ADVISOR, AND CPT PHELPS, ITHE SON TINH LIAISON OFFICEJ FROM THE 5TH
BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY. BOTH MAJ WAITE AND CPT PHELPS CONFIRM
THAT THE DISTRICT CHIEF REQUESTED THESE 11 HAMLETS BE DESTROYED.
8. THE FOLLOWING 11 HAMLETS WERE DESTROYED:

1. CHAU SA (4) 672796 25 OCT
2. CHAU SA (3) 673790 26 OCT
3. AN THIN (1) 693805 24 OCT
4. DAP MY (2) 697811 25 OCT
5. GIEM DIEN (1) 714803 3 NOV
6. NO NAME 712802 3 NOV
7. NO NAME 707806 3 NOV
8. VAN THIEN 703804 3 NOV

14(2)
9. NO NAME 700805 3 NOV
10. NO NAME 701800 3 NOV
11. NO NAME 697803 3 NOV

14(2)
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9. DURI~G THE BU RNI NG OF HAMLET NUMBER 4, AN RF C(]tlPANY WAS 
_PRESEttI_ AND OPERATING WITH T}{f: 5TH BN, 46tH lNF. . ~~~._. '\., 

10. AT HAMLET NUMBER 8, THREE VC WERE KILLED WHILE RUNNING 
FROM THE HAMLET. -
11. ON 3 NOV DURING THE OPERATION TO BURN HAMLETS 5 THROUGH 
11 t THE 5T H BN, 46TH INF HIT A BOOBY TRAP KILLING, 1 U. S. SOLDIER 
AND WOUNDING 3 OTHERS. 
2. THE FOLLOWING IS THE STATEMENT OF LTCOL RUSSELL H. 
WHITLA, JR., USMCR, 0302, 051035, USMCR WHO IS THE 

. JUSPAO REPRESE,NTATIVE IN QUANG NBAI PRo/INeE, QUOTE: 
I AM THE JUSPAO REPRES~NTATIVE IN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE. 

: ACCORDING TO A REPORT BY REUTERS NEWS AGENCY, I AM 
, QUOTED AS SAYING THAT AMERICAN TROOPS, USING SO CALLED 
I ZIPPO SQUADS DELIBERATELY BURNED A VIETNAMESE DWELLING. 
:, IT IS FURTHER IMPLIED THAT I INDICATED THAT THIS IS 
i PART OF THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM. I DENY THAT I MADE 

ANY SUCH STATEMENT OR ANY STATEMENT RESEMBLING THAT • 
. I AM NOT ACQUAINTED WITH LT NORMAN E. COTTREL ALSO 
I QUOTED IN THE STORY. NOR HAVE I SEEN HOUSES BEING 
I BURNED OR EVEN HEARD OF ANY SUCH INCIDENTS. I 'HAD NVER 
I HEARD THE TERM "ZIPPO SQUAD" .~lniL TODAY, WHEN 1 WAS 
i INFORMED OF THE STATEMENT WlfrCH I SUPPOSEDLY MADE. 

THE STATEMENT THAT I MADE TO REPORTERS WAS "IN AREAS 
'OUTSIDE OF GVN,CONTROL WHERE PEOPLE HAVE PREVIOUSLY 
ABANDONED THE HAMLETS AND MOVED TO SECURE AREAS /L!;(3~} 
BUILDINGS ARE SOMETIMES RAZED TO DBNY THEIR USE TO 7~ 

,THE VC" OR WORDS TO THAT EFfECT. UNQUOTE. 
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9. DURING THE BURNING OF HAMLET NUMBER 4, AN RF COMPANY WAS
PRESENT AND OPERATING WITH THE 5TH BN, 46TH INF.
10. AT HAMLET NUMBER 8, THREE VC WERE KILLED WHILE RUNNING
FROM THE HAMLET.
11. ON 3 NOV DURING THE OPERATION TO BURN HAMLETS 5 THROUGH
11, THE 5TH BN, 46TH INF HIT A BOOBY TRAP KILLING 1 U.S. SOLDIER
AND WOUNDING 3 OTHERS.
2. THE FOLLOWING IS THE STATEMENT OF LTCOL RUSSELL H.
WHITLA, JR., USMCR, 0302, 051035, USMCR WHO IS THE
JUSPAO REPRESENTATIVE IN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE, QUOTE:
I AM THE JUSPAO REPRESENTATIVE IN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE.
ACCORDING TO A REPORT BY REUTERS NEWS AGENCY, I AM
QUOTED AS SAYING THAT AMERICAN TR 00PS, USING SO CALLED
ZIPPO SQUADS DELIBERATELY BURNED A VIETNAMESE DWELLING.
IT IS FURTHER IMPLIED THAT I INDICATED THAT THIS IS
PART OF THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM. I DENY THAT I MADE
ANY SUCH STATEMENT OR ANY STATEMENT RESEMBLING THAT.
I AM NOT ACQUAINTED WITH LT NORMAN E. COTTREL ALSO
QUOTED IN THE STORY. NOR HAVE I SEEN HOUSES BEING
BURNED OR EVEN HEARD OF ANY SUCH INCIDENTS. I HAD NVER
HEARD THE TERM "ZIPPO SQUAD" UNTIL TODAY, WHEN I WAS
INFORMED OF THE STATEMENT WHICH I SUPPOSEDLY MADE.

THE STATEMENT THAT I MADE TO REPORTERS WAS "IN AREAS
OUTSIDE OF GVN CONTROL WHERE PEOPLE HAVE PREVIOUSLY
ABANDONED THE HAMLETS AND MOVED TO SECURE AREAS

14(3)
BUILDINGS ARE SOMETIMES RAZED TO DENY THEIR USE TO
THE VC" OR WORDS TO THAT EFFECT. UNQUOTE.
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3. INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DJiTE INDICATES VILLAGES 
WERE RAZED AS REQUESTED M DISTRICT CHIEF AS PART OF . 
PLANNED PROGRAM. INASMUCH-'AS THEY WERE NOT TARGET 
HAMLETS FOR PAC.IFICATION, THEY WERE PROGRAMED TO BE 

. DESTROYED TO DENY THEM TO THE ENEMY. THIS CONTEXT AND 

. THE CONTEXT OF NEAL'S STORY ARE QUITE DIFFERENT. 
: SIMILARLY THE CONTEXT OF LTCOL WHITTA-S STATEMENT AND 
• THE CONTEXT CONTAINED IN NEAL-S STORY ARE QUITE 
DIFFERENT. BOTH DISCREPANCIES DESCRIBED ABOVE,ARE OF 
THE HALF FACT TYPE REFERRED TO BY MR. AGNEW •. 

4. WARM REGARDS 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY: 
i GP-4 
·900 

I 

COP Y . A OF .. t;m't .. --COP ~~I 
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3. INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DATE INDICATES VILLAGES
WERE RAZED AS REQUESTED APP DISTRICT CHIEF AS PART OF

RECEIVED
PLANNED PROGRAM. INASMUCH AS THEY WERE NOT TARGET

28 NOMR
HAMLETS FOR PACIFICATION, THEY WERE PROGRAMED TO BE
DESTROYED TO DENY THEM TO THE ENEMY. THIS CONTEXT AND
THE CONTEXT OF NEAL'S STORY ARE QUITE DIFFERENT.
SIMILARLY THE CONTEXT OF LTCOL WHITTA'S STATEMENT AND
THE CONTEXT CONTAINED IN NEAL'S STORY ARE QUITE
DIFFERENT. BOTH DISCREPANCIES DESCRIBED ABOVE ARE OF
THE HALF FACT TYPE REFERRED TO BY MR. AGNEW.

4. WARM REGARDS

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
GP-4
900

COPCOPY 2 OF 4
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OP SECRET

PITTZYUU RHMNAFA3264
ZNY 11117
P 2811162 NOV 69
PM CG III MAP DNS RVB
TO CG FHFPAC
BT
I PSEGRET SPECIAL EXCLUSIVE F.O.2 LYGEN BUSE FROM
LIGEN NICKERSOU, DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
ARMY ASSUMPTION OF COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT 11 1017. (0)
A. CG FMFPAC 22.19 ioz NOV w (IS)
B. CINCPACFLT 210232Z NOV 59 (TS)
C. COMUSMACV 151330Z NOV 69 (TS)
D. COMNAVFORV 1608097 NOV 69 (S)
E. CG III MAF 170254Z AUG 69 (TS/LINDIS/M0E0)
F. CG USARV 111345Z OCT us (S)
1. (C) REF A REQUESTED MY VIEWS ON CINCPACELI'S
PROPOSALS, CONTAINED IN REF B, REGARDING ACCELERATION
OF TURNOVER COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT IN ICTZ.
2. (C) AGREE THAT THERE ARE NO MAJOR PROBLEMS FOR ME
EVIDENT IN THE TURNOVER OF R&U SUPPORT AT QUANIG TRI AND
DONG HA FROM NAVY TO ARMY. I AM WATCHING VERY CAREFULLY
THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONTINUITY OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA3264 TOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
CASE OF FACILITIES TURNED OVER TO ARVN HOWEVER, LEST
GAPS DEVELOP IN AREAS OF MAINTENANCE TRAINING, TURN-
OVER PROCEDURES AND POST-TURNOVER SUPPORT,
3. (TS) I AM IN ACCORD WITH MACV'S GUIDANCE IN REF
C BUT CINCPACFLT'S PROPOSAL (REF B) TO CREATE SUB
AREAS FOR A GRADUAL TUR NOVER TO THE ARMY WHERE USMC
FORCES ARE NOT ENGAGED IS NEW TO ME. THE NAVY POSI-
TION PROPOSING A GEOGRAPHICALLY - PHASED TURNOVER FIRST
CAME TO MY ATTENTION IN REF D. THE PROPOSAL HAS NOT
BEEN COORDINATED WITH MY HEADQUARTERS AND WHILE SUCH
A PLAN MIGHT BE CARRIED OUT SATISFACTORILY IT EM-
BODIES A POTENTIAL FOR SEVERAL UNDESIRABLE CONSEQUEN-
CES WHICH I AM RELUCIANT TO ACCEPT. AMONG THOSE
ADOUT WHICH I AM MOST CONCERNED ARE: THE EROSION OF
MY ABILITY TO COORDINATE SUPPORT FUNCTIONS WITH THE
TACTICAL SITUATION WHERE SEVERAL SUB-AREAS ARE IN-
VOLVED; THE TENDENCY TO CONSTRICT MANEUVER ELEMENTS
TO THE AREAS WHERE THEIR SUPPORT FORCES ARE LOCATED;
AND THE PIECEMEAL SUBSTITUTION OF SEPARATE SUPPORT
DETACHMENTS FOR WHAT IS NOW A VIABLE, DEPENDABLE AND

PAGE LOF 3 PAGES
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TOP-SECRET

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA3264 II SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
WELL STRUCTURED SUPPORT FORCE.
40 (TS) CONCUR WITH BOTH EXPORTATI 03 IN REF C.

CALLING FOR AN ACCELERATION IN JOINT PLANNING FOR
THE TRANSFER OF SUPPORT FUNCTIONS IN ICTZ AND ADM
HYLA
0°S DESIRE TO PROCEED CAREFULLY AND DELIGERATELY
TOWARD SUCH A TURN-OVER. AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, I
AM UNABLE TO FIND ANY BASIS UHICH MARRANTS ACCELERA-
TION OF ATHE ACTUAL TURNOVER. AS POINTED OUT IN REF
A II HAS BEEN AGREED THAT AS USHC FORCE REDEPLOYED
THE HAVY WOULD REDUCE PROPORTIONATELY SUCH REDUCO
TIONS HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN PHASES I AND II AND ARE
SCHEDULED SIMILARLY FOR SUBSEQUENT PHASES. ACCELERA-
TION OF NAVY PHASE-GOUL BEYOND PRESENT. SCHEOULE
SUGGEST COMMON SERVICE TURNOVER TO PROCEED NOT PRO.
PORTROGATELY BUT INDEPENDENTLY OF USHC PHASE-DOYO
MY VIEU IS THAT PLANNING SHOULD BE ACCELERATED TO
PERMIT EITKER RAPED TURNOVER OR DELIBERATE TURN-
OVER BASED ON REDEPLOYMENT DECISIONS AND ABILITY
OF RESIDUAL FORCES TO ACCEPT THE TASKS.
So (S) PRESENT PLANNING FOR COMMON SERVICE IURI<

PAGE FOUR OPS E C is E.I SPECAL EXCLUSIVE FOR
OVER IS PROCEEDING ALONG FUNCTIONAL LINES E. Go
FACILITIES ENGENEERING, CONSTRUCTION, ANNUGITION,
ISSA ETC. UNILE EXPANDING PLANNIES ALONG GEOGRAPM-
ICAL LINES CAN BE ACCORNODATED I NOT SEE ANY
ADVANTAGES TO CREATING ADDITIONAL LOGISTICS
JURISDICTIONS. I ESPECIALLY DO NOT DESIRE TO FRAC
TIONATE ICEZ INTO SUB-ZONES (FOR EXAMPLE: NORTHERN.
CENTRAL AND SOTIERNS THAT MIGHT DIMINISH CURRENT
SUPPORT CAPADILITIES OR WEAKEN MY ADILITY TO SHIFT
RESOURCES AS NECESSARY TO NEET UNEXPECTED OR
CHANGING SITUATIONS.
Go (S) PACING FACTOR IN SHIFT OF COMMON SERVICE
SUPPORT IN BCTR APPEARS TO BE USARV'S FLAT OUT
CONTENTION, SPELLED OUT IN REF E THAT "NO USARV
WILL NOT BE CAPABLE OF ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THOSE SERVICES PRESENTLY PERFORMED UNDER NAVY
COGNIZANCE IN ICTZ UNTIL PHASE SIX." UNLESS USARV
CAN ACCELERATE THEIR CAPADILITY TO ACCEPT TURNOVER
I DO NOT ANTICIPATE A SPEED UP IN HAVE 'S ABILITY TO
PHASE-DOWN. THIS BELIEF UNDERSCORED BY USMACV

PAGE 2.0F3 PAGES

47/2)3111 MAF 2100/4 COPY OF COPIES TOP SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE FIVE RNMAFA3264 II 0PSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
POSITION QUOTED IN REF E THAT "Ue So ARMY IS TO PLAN
TO ONPROVIDE

THOSECOFACILITIESSERVICE
AND

SUPPORT
TO RESEDUAL FORCES.
To IN SUR, NAVY PHASE DOUN IN ICEP SHOULD PROCEED ID
STEP WITH CURRENTLY ESTABLISHED -PHASING IM A REASONED
AND DELIBERATE MANNER BASED on OPERATIONAL FACTORS
AND ARMY'S ABILIEYHTO ACCEPT ADDITIONAL LOGISTIC
RESPONSIBILITIES. DO NOT DESIRE INDEPENDENT OR
PRECIPITATE HAVY PHASE DOWN BASED ON GEOGRAPHIC OR
AD HOC ARRANGEMENTS.
WARM REGARDS.
GPOA
at

PAGE 3.0F3 PAGES3264
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-CG AMERICAL DIV v 

CG 1ST MAW 
ZEM 
TOP SEC RET/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN SIMPSON, M~N RAMSEY, 
MGEN THRASH FROM LTtEN NICKERSON SECTION ONE OF THREE 
1. REQUEST YOUR COMME NTS/VIEW S ON F a..L ClH N G MESSA (E. 
REPLIES TO REACH THIS HEADQUARTERS NLT 02141?J0H -DEC69. 
QUOTE 
SUBJECT: VIETNAMIZATION - RVNAF I&M ASPECTS AND RELATED US 

PLANNING (ll) 
1. PURPOSE: THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAG:: IS TO OBfAIN COMMENTS 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON MEASURES TO ENHANCE THE BULANCE AND 
EFFECT IVENESS OF RVNAF IN EACH OF TW 0 SHUAT IONS POSTULATED 
FOR THE END FY73 TIME FRAME. 
2. BACK GR OUND: 

A. THIS HEADQUARTERS HAS UNDERTAKEN A REVIEW OF RVNAF I &M 
FOR PLANNING PURPOSES. SIGNIFICANTLY', FOR EACH OF THE SITUATIONS 
POSTULATED, THERE HAS BEEN THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL US FORCES EX-
CEPT FOR A MAAG BY 1 JUL 73. IN SUCH A SITUATION RVNAF NEEDS 
TO BE A SELF-SUFFICIENT, BALANCED FOOCE CAPAB..E OF 'HANDL IN G BOTH 
lHE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL THREATS. 

B. THE PRESENTLY PLA NNED RVNAF F (RCE STRUCTURE THROU GH FY 72 
TOTALS APPROXIMATELY 993 THOUSAND SPACES. WHEN THE EXPANSION 
PR OGRAM IS COMPLETE RV NAF W ILL HAVE 12 ffi OUND COMBAT 0 IVISI ONS 
an WILL LACK TOTAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN COMBAT AND LOGISTICAL 
SUPPORT. THE AIR FORCE WILL HAVE 40 SQUADRONS WITH LIMITED AIR 
SUPPORT CAPABILITY. THE NAVY SHOULD BE ADEQUATE FOR COASTAL 
SUR\£ILLANCE AND RIVERINE OPERATIONS. ABOUT 52 PERCENT OF 
THE TOTAL RV NA F FOR CE W ILl. BE RE GI DNAl. A NO P OPUl.A R F CRCE S. 

C. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THE GYN MAY EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTY 
IN ATTAINING THE PRESENT PLANNING PR QJECTION OF 993 THOUSAND, 
E.G., 0 CMNWARD STRENGTH TREND IN ARVN MANEUVER UNITS AND PRoaEMS 
IN RECRUITMENT OF NATIONAL Pa..ICE. MANP~ER LIMITATIONS INDI-
CATE THE NEED FOR QUAl.ITATIVE VICE QUANTITATIVE IMPROVEMENTS. 

D. THE RVNAF SKIl.l. BASE AND TRAINING l.EAD TIME REQUIREMENTS 
MILITATE AGAINST SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN' NEW SOPHISTICATED 
EQ UIPMENT • 

E. TO PROVIDE A SOUND AND REASONAB..Y SELF-SUFFICIENT FORCE, 
ADDITIONAL COMBAT SuPPOOT AND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT WIl.L BE 
NEEDED. 

F. IF SHORTC OMI NGS ARE TO IE C CRRECTED, A HARD LOOK AT THE 
EXISTING STRUCTURE HAS TO EE TAKEN WITH A VIEW TO GENERATING MAN­
POWER THROUGH REORGANIZATION ACTIONS AND EL.IMINATION OF LONER 
PRIORITY UNITS AND PR OGRAMS. . -- , . . .' 

€a,. DISRUPTIVE CHANtES ARE 'TO BE AVOIDED. CHANG::S SHOULD 
• ...... JIST FOR SAKE. 9F"CHAN IE. 

, 

NOT /f~(I) . 
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RECEIVED
ZEM
TTOPSECRI E T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN SIMPSON, M GE N RAMSEY,

29 NOV FMGEN THRASH FROM LIGGEN NICKERSON SECTION ONE OF THREE
1. REQUEST YOUR COMMENTS/VIEWS ON FOLLOWING MESSAGE.
REPLIES TO REACH THIS HEAD QUARTERS NLT 021400H DEC69.
QUOTE
SUBJECT: VIETNAMIZATION - RVNAF I &M ASPECTS AND RELATED US

PLANNING (U)
1. PURPOSE: THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO OBTAIN COMMENTS
AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON MEASURES TO ENHANCE THE BULANCE AND
EFFECTIVENESS OF RVNAF IN EACH OF TWO SITUATIONS POSTULATED
F OR THE END FY73 TIME FRAME.
2. BACK GROUND:

A. THIS HEADQUARTERS HAS UNDERTAKEN A REVIEW OF RVNAF I &M
F OR PLANNING PURPOSES. SIGNIFICANTLY, F OR EACH OF THE SITUATIONS
POSTULATED, THERE HAS BEEN THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL US FORCES EX-
CEPT FOR A MAA G BY 1 JUL 73. IN SUCH A SITUATION RVNAF NEEDS
TO BE A SELF-SUFFICIENT, BALANCED FORCE CAPABLE OF HANDLING BOTH
THE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL THREATS.

B. THE PRESENTLY PLANNED RVNAF FORCE STRUCTURE THROUGH FY 72
TOTALS APPROXIMATELY 993 THOUSAND SPACES. WHEN THE EXPANSION
PR OGRAM IS COMPLETE RVNAF WILL HAVE 12 GR OUND COMBAT DIVISIONS
BUT WILL LACK TOTAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN COMBAT AND LOGISTICAL
SUPPORT. THE AIR FORCE WILL HAVE 40 SQUADR ONS WITH LIMITED AIR
SUPPORT CAPABILITY. THE NAVY SHOULD BE ADEQUATE F OR COASTAL
SURVEILLANCE AND RIVERINE OPERATIONS. ABOUT 52 PERCENT OF
THE TOTAL RV NAF FORCE WILL BE REGI ONAL AND POPULAR FORCES.

C. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THE GVN MAY EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTY
ATTAINING THE PRESENT PLANNING PROJECTION OF 993 THOUSAND,IN

E.G., DOWNWARD STRENGTH TREND IN ARVN MANEUVER UNITS AND PROBLEMS
IN RECRUITMENT OF NATIONAL POLICE. MANPOWER LIMITATIONS INDI-
CATE THE NEED F OR QUALITATIVE VICE QUANTITATIVE IMPR OVEMENTS.

D. THE RVNAF SKILL BASE AND TRAINING LEAD TIME REQUIREMENTS
MILITATE AGAINST SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN NEW SOPHISTICATED
EQUIPMENT.

E. TO PROVIDE A SOUND AND REASONABLY ELF-SUFFICIENT FORCE,
ADDITIONAL COMBAT SUPPORT AND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT WILL BE
NEEDED.

F. IF SHORTCOMINGS ARE TO BE CORRECTED, A HARD LOOK AT THE
EXISTING STRUCTURE HAS TO BE TAKEN WITH A VIEW TO GENERATING MAN-
POWER THROUGH RE ORGANIZATION ACTIONS AND ELIMINATION OF LOWER
PRIORITY UNITS AND PROGRAMS.

6. DISRUPTIVE CHANGES ARE TO BE AVOIDED. CHANGES SHOULD NOT
48(1)PRE OSED JUST FOR SAKE OF CHANGE..

48(11
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3. ASSUMPTIONS: 
A. THE TWO L.EVEL.S OF THREAT ARE ALTERNATIVELY: 

< 1) THE VIET CON GIN CRTH V lET NAMESE ARMY THREAT WILL C ONT I NUE 
AT ITS CURRENT LEVEL THROUGH 1 JUL 73. 

(2) OR~ .T HE VC/NVA THREAT HAS DE CR EASED AND T HE TEMP 0 OF 
THE WAR HAS SUBSIDED MARKEDLY BY 1 JUL 73. 

B. THE US OBJECTIVE IN THE RVN WILL. CONTINUE AS CURRENTLY STATED. 
C. THIRD-COUNTRY FORCES WILL DECLINE TO TWO DIVISION FORCE 

EQUIVALENTS BY 1 JULY 73. 
D. THE POPULATION OF' RVN CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THE ELECTED 

GOVERNMENT; T HERE HAVE BEEN NO MAJ CR P CLH ICAL UPHEAVAL S. 
E. RVNAF CAN AND WILL PROVIDE ACCEPTAILE SECURITY FOR USI 

FWMAF INSTALLATIONS AND FACILITIES. . 
F. THE GVN MANPCJNER BASE W ILL SUSTAIN AN RVNAF' F',ORCEt ST~UCTURE 

(F APPR OXIMATEL Y 1,000,000 BUT IN ILL STILL BE SHORT IN. LEAD,ERSHIP 
AND HARD SKILLS. . ~ ·lL ': 

G., B-52 SORTIES AND SOME OTHER OUT- OF-·C OUNTRY AIR SU~PORT 
SUCH AS THAILAND AND CARRIER BASED sanIES WILL ,BE AVAILAB..E. 

H. THE BASIC GOAL OF NVN AND VC COMMUNISTS REMAINS THE SAME, 
I.E., THE OVERTHRON OF THE GOVE~NEMNT IN RVN AND THlt IMPOSITION 
IF A COMMUNIST REGIME. ' 
UNQUOTE 
SSO NOTE: DEL IVER IMMED IAT ELY 
GP-4 
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3. ASSUMPTIONS:
A. THE TWO LEVELS OF THREAT ARE ALTERNATIVELY:

(1) THE VIET CONG/NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY THREAT WILL CONTINUE
AT ITS CURRENT LEVEL THROUGH 1 JUL 73.

(2) OR, THE VC/NVA THREAT HAS DE CREASED AND THE TEMPO OF
THE WAR HAS SUBSIDED MARKEDLY BY 1 JUL 73.

B. THE US OBJECTIVE IN THE RVN WILL CONTINUE AS CURRENTLY STATED.
C. THIRD-COUNTRY FORCES WILL DECLINE TO TWO DIVISION FORCE

EQUIVALENTS BY 1 JULY 73.
D. THE POPULATION OF RVN CONTINUES TO SUPPORT THE ELECTED

GOVERNMENT; THERE HAVE BEEN NO MAJ OR POLITICAL UP HEAVALS.
E. RVNAF CAN AND WILL PROVIDE ACCEPTABLE SECURITY F OR US/

FWMAF INSTALLATIONS AND FACILITIES.
F. THE GVN MANPOWER BASE WILL SUSTAIN AN RVNAF FORCE STRUCTURE

OF APPROXIMATELY 1,000,000 BUT WILL STILL BE SHORT IN LEADERSHIP
AND HARD SKILLS.

G. B-52 SORTIES AND SOME OTHER OUT-OF-COUNTRY AIR SUPPORT
SUCH AS THAILAND AND CARRIER BASED S ORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE.

H. THE BASIC GOAL OF NVN AND VC COMMUNISTS REMAINS THE SAME,
I.E., THE OVERTHROW OF THE GOVERNEMNT IN RVN AND THE, IMPOSITION
OF A COMMUNIST REGIME.
UNQUOTE
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
GP-4
615
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. FMC GIll MA F .. 
'TOCG 1ST MARDIV V /" ~' CRt;"j 
.-ICG AMERICAL DIV \J T.O· S;E. ., ..... ' • 

CG 1ST MAW --"l--
ZEM ~ _ 
TOP SEC RET/EYES ONl.Y/FIR MCEN SIMPSON,-M<EN'RAMSEY," 4-
MGEN THRASH FROM l.TlEN NICKERSON SECTION TWO OF THREE ~ RECEivE 

.1. REQUEST YOUR COMMENTS/VIEWS ON F'a..LGIlING MESSACE. -,' ,29 NOV I 
REPLIES TO REACH THIS HEADQUARTERS Nl..T f(J214f(J0H DEC69. '\ 
OOME ~ 
4. SITUATION SCENARIO: THE Fa..LClrJING SCENARIO SUPP<l1TS ~ 
ASSUMPTION 3A(2): ~/ 

THE TEMPO OF' THE WAR HAS SUBSIDED MARKEDLY, NVA/VC MAIN ?r, 
FORCE UNITS HAVE BEEN REDUCED IN NU(I]EERS, BUT SOME STILL REiMAIN,--..--:.. 
PRIMARILY IN THE VICINITY OF TRADITIONAL ~SE AREAS IN SVN. 
'DiE NVA STILL HAS SOME BASES IN CAMBCDIA, AND NVA FILl.ERS 
(ENERALLY CONTINUE 'TO BE INTEGRATED INTO A REDUCED VC STRUCTURE. 
SIGNIFICANT AREAS ARE QUI1E SECURE, AND ARVN REOOLAR FORCES HAVE 
lEEN RELIEVED OF 'PACIFICATION MISSIONS. BY tERRITffiIAL AND PARA­
MILITARY IP OLICE FORCES WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS WHERE PROGRESS HAS 
I£E N SL ClrJ • T HE BUL K OF T HE R E GUL A R F CR CE S HA VE (I] OVED OUT T Q,J A RD 
THE BORDERS AND REMOTE AREAS. THE ffiEATER SArGON AREA IS 
ESSENTIALL¥, SECURE, AND DOES NOT REQUIR PROTECTION BY SIGNI-
FICANT NUMBERS OF RE GULAR F CRCES. THE DISPERSAL OF RE GULAR FCRCES 
TO THE PERIPHERY REQUIRES A CAPABILITY TO SHIFT SIZEAB..E FORCES 
RAPIDLY TO THREATENED AREAS. THE CA 0 DAI AND HOA HA 0 HAVE 
RECONCILED THEIR MAJOR DIFFERENCES WITH THE GOVERNMENT; Ho,vEVER, 
THE MANTAGNARD PROBLE(I] STILL REMAINS. KEY WATERWAYS ARE OPEN, AND 
THE SECURITY OF MAJOR LAND LOC HAS IMPROVED If(Jf(J PERCENT. BORDER 
SUR\£ILLANCE IS CONDUCTED PRIMARILY BY REGULAR FCRCES AUGI1ENTED 
Sf SOME TERRIT ORIAL F DRCES; NO CID G UNITS REMAIN'. I N SUM, THE 
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL THREATS TO RVN HAVE SUBSIDED TO A DEGREE 
WHICH HAS PERMITTED THE REDEPLOYMENT (f' ESSENTIALLY ALL US FORCES 
WITHOUT AN UNACCEPTAll.E RISK. A US ADVISffiY FCRCE/MAAG INCLUDING 
NSA ELEMENTS REMAINS. 
5. GENERAL REQUIREME NTS': EVALUATE RVNAF F' OOCE STRUCTUR , TOE, 
PROffiAMS AND P'CLICIES; AND SUBMIT COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDED 
CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS. , 

A. CONSIDER "TRADE- OFF" -- NOT EXPANSION. 
B. PROVIDE RECOMMENDED CHAN£ES TO THE CRGANIZATION 

5fRUCTURE. 
C. EVALUATE_RVNAF TRAINING, LEADERSHIP, MOOALE, R SPONSIVE-

NESS, IN ILL-T 0- FI GHT, A NO SENSE OF PURP OSEe 
_ D. CONSIDER CENERAL CONCEPTS. F~ EXAMPLE: ARE THERE RVNAF 
~lTS OR PROGRAMS THAT ARE SIMPLY MIRRffi IMACES OF US UNITS AND4~(J) ""'_8 THAT filA Y N ar FU_8VNAF 8_~QJIIREM~N!_~?_ 
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0 2 90125Z ZYH ZFF 3 ZFF 6
FM CG III MAF
TO CG 1ST MARDIV

TOP SECRET
/CG AMERICAL DIV
CG 1ST MAW
ZEM
T E C R E T/EYES ONLY/F OR MGEN SIMPS ON, MGEN RAMSEY,

RECEIVEMGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN NICKERSON SECTION TWO OF THREE
1. REQUEST YOUR COMMENTS/VIEWS ON FOLLOWING MESSAGE. 29 NOVREPLIES TO REACH THIS HEADQUARTERS NLT 021400H DEC69.
QUOTE
4. SITUATION SCENARIO: THE FOLLOWING SCENARIO SUPPORTS
ASSUMPTION 3A(2):

THE TEMPO OF THE WAR HAS SUBSIDED MARKEDLY, NVA/VC MAIN
FOR CE UNITS HAVE BEEN REDUCED IN NUMBERS, BUT SOME STILL REMAIN,
PRIMARILY IN THE VICINITY OF TRADITIONAL BA SE AREAS IN SVN.
THE NVA STILL HAS SOME BASES IN CAMBODIA, AND NVA FILLERS
GENERALLY CONTINUE TO BE INTEGRATED INTO A REDUCED VC STRUCTURE.
SIGNIFICANT AREAS ARE QUITE SECURE, AND ARVN REGULAR FORCES HAVE
BEEN RELIEVED OF PACIFICATION MISSIONS BY TERRITORIAL AND PARA-
MILITARY/P OLICE FORCES WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS WHERE PROGRESS HAS
BEEN SL OW . THE BULK OF THE REGULAR FORCES HAVE MOVED OUT TOWARD
THE BORDERS AND REMOTE AREAS. THE GREATER SAIGON AREA IS
ESSENTIALLY SECURE, AND DOES NOT REQUIR PROTECTION BY SIGNI-
FICANT NUMBERS OF REGULAR FORCES. THE DISPERSAL OF RE GULAR FORCES
TO THE PERIPHERY REQUIRES A CAPABILITY TO SHIFT SIZEABLE FORCES
RAPIDLY TO THREATENED AREAS. THE CAO DAI AND HOA HAO HAVE
REC ONC ILED THEIR MAJ OR DIFFERENCES WITH THE GOVERNMENT; HOWEVER,
THE MANTAGNARD PROBLEM STILL REMAINS. KEY WATERWAYS ARE OPEN, AND
THE SECURITY OF MAJOR LAND LOC HAS IMPROVED 100 PERCENT. BORDER
SUR VEILLANCE IS CONDUCTED PRIMARILY BY REGULAR FORCES AUGMENTED
BY SOME TERRITORIAL FORCES; NO CID G UNITS REMAIN. IN SUM, THE
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL THREATS T: 0 RVN HAVE SUBSIDED TO A DE GREE
WHICH HAS PERMITTED THE RED EPL OYMENT OF ESSENTIALLY ALL US FORCES
WITHOUT AN UNACCEPTABLE RISK. A US ADVISORY FORCE/MAAG INCLUDING
NSA ELEMENTS REMAINS.
5. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: EVALUATE RVNAF FORCE STRUCTUR , TOE,
PR OGRAMS AND POLICIES; AND SUBMIT COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDED
CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS.

A. CONSIDER "TRADE-OFF" -- NOT EXPANSION.
B. PROVIDE RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO THE GANIZATION

STRUCTURE.
C. EVALUATE RV NAF TRAINING, LEADERSHIP, MORALE, R SPONSIVE-

NESS, WILL-TO- FIGHT, AND SENSE OF PURP OSE.
D. CONSIDER GENERAL CONCEPTS. F OR EXAMPLE: ARE THERE RVNAF

UNITS OR PROGRAMS THAT ARE SIMPLY MIRR OR IMAGES OF US UNITS AND
48/3)PROGRAMS THAT MAY N OT FIT RVNAF REQUIREMENTS?

48(3)
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• 
~. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: THE Fa..L~ING QUESTIONS ARE TO 

IE SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSED (THIS LIST IS NOT INTENDED TO LIMIT 
AREAS FOR STUDY BUTe DCES INCLUDE-SOME QUESTIONS CURRENTLY UNDER 
STUDY). PROPOSALS SHOULD E£ MADE WITH OVERALL US OBJECTIVES IN 
MIND. WHILE MANY PROPOSALS WILL DEAL WITH MILITARY CRGANIZATION, 
PROGRAMS, AND OPERATIONS, ADDRESSEES WITH RESPONSIBILITY FCR 
ADVISORY AND CORDS PR OGRAMS WHICH CUT ACR OSS THE SPECTRUM OF 
MILITARY, ECONOMIC, ,AND Pa..ITICA'L OBJECTIVES SHOULD ALSO CONSID R 
THOSE PROGRAMS. 

A. HOi CAN COMBAT POIJER OF' THE INFANTRY DIVISION IE 1MPR OVED 1 
(I) SHOULD AN ADD IT I ONAL RI F'LE COMPANY BE ADDED TO EACH 

EV\ TTAL I ON 1 
(2) IS A N ADD IT I ONAL TRUCK COMPANY PER DIVIS ION NEED ED '1 

B. HOW CA N ART ILLERY EFFECT IVENESS E£ IMPR OVED '1 ' 
(1) WOULD ADOPTION OF A SING..E CALIBRE WEAPON SUCH AS THE 

105MM HOWITZER BE JUSTIFIED? (CONSIDER EFFECTIVENESS, SIMPLUFIED 
AMMUNITION PROCEDURE, EASE OF MOVEMENT, AND COST). 

(2) CA N OR SHOULD D IV lSI ON ART ILLERY UNITS BS TAKE N FR OM 
STATIC MISSIONS, IN SUPPCRT OF TERRITI(RIAL FORCES? SHOULD 
PATTERIES FOR STATIC ,DEFENSE BE ACTIVATED? IF SO, HChI MANY IN EACH CTZ 

(3) SHOULD ARVN HAVE AN 8" CAPABILITY? IF SO TO WHAT 
EXTENT? 

(4) RON CANMETEffia..IGICAL REQUIREMENTS BEST FE MET? 
C. SHOULD ADA AWSP WEAP ONS BE PR 0110 ED TO ARliN '1 IF SO, WHAT 

IS THE BEST L.EVEL AND USE OF THESE WEAPONS? 
D. SHOULD TERRITCRIAL FCRCES E£ INCREASED, REDUCED,' ffi 

RESTRUCTURED? 
E. HON CAN TACTICAL CavtMUNICATIONS REQUIREMENTS fEST EE 

SATISFIED? (NOTE: LONG-LINE C(l't1MUNICATIONS ARE THE SUBJECT OF 
A SEPARATE STUDY). 

F. WHAT SHOOLD 1£ THE ffiGANIZATION FeE BamER SECURITY? 
G. WHAT IF ANY CHANCES ARE NEEDED IN HOSPITALIZATION/MEDICAL 

PR OCEDURES, FACILIT IES, A NO EQUIPMENT? 
H. HON CAN IMPROVEMENTS BE MADE IN RVNAF INTELLIGNECE, 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE, AND SECURITY CAPABILITIES? ARE ADDITIONS 
rELETIONS OF. PERS ONNEL AND EQUIPMENT NEEDED 1 
UNQUOTE 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY 
1J1-4 
5110 

HAS BEEN SENT 
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6. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ARE TO
BE SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSED (THIS LIST IS N OT INTENDED TO LIMIT
AREAS FOR STUDY BUT D OES INCLUDE SOME QUESTIONS CURRENTLY UNDER
STUDY). PROPOSALS SHOULD BE MADE WITH OVERALL US OBJECTIVES IN
MIND. WHILE MANY PR OP OSALS WILL DEAL WITH MILITARY OR GANIZATION,
PR OGRAMS, AND OPERATIONS, ADDRESSEES WITH RESP ONSIBILITY F OR

ADVISORY AND CORDS PR OGRAMS WHICH CUT ACR OSS THE SPECTRUM OF
MILITARY, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL OBJECTIVES SHOULD ALSO CONSID R
TH OSE PROGRAMS.

A. HOW CAN COMBAT POWER OF THE INFANTRY DIVISION BE IMPROVED ?

(1) SHOULD AN ADDITIONAL RIFLE COMPANY BE ADDED TO EACH
BATTALION?

(2) IS AN ADDITIONAL TRUCK COMPANY PER DIVISION NEEDED
B. HOW CAN ARTILLERY EFFECTIVENESS BE IMPROVED?

(1) WOULD AD OPTION OF A SINGLE CALIBRE WEAP ON SUCH AS THE
105MM HOWITZER BE JUSTIFIED? (CONSIDER EFFECTIVENESS, SIMPLUFIED
AMMUNITION PROCEDURE, EASE OF MOVEMENT, AND COST).

(2) CAN OR SHOULD DIVISION ARTILLERY UNITS BS TAKEN FROM
STATIC MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF TERRITI ORIAL FORCES? SHOULD
BATTERIES FOR STATIC DEFENSE BE ACTIVATED? IF so, H OW MANY IN EACH CTZ

(3) SHOULD ARVN HAVE AN 8" CAPABILITY? IF SO TO WHAT
EXTENT?

(4) HOW CAN METE OR OLIGICAL REQUIREMENTS BEST BE MET?
C. SHOULD ADA AWSP WEAP ONS BE PR OVIDED TO ARVN? IF SO, WHAT

IS THE BEST LEVEL AND USE OF THESE WEAPONS?
D. SHOULD TERRIT ORIAL FORCES BE INCREASED, REDUCED, OR

RESTRUCTURED?
E. HOW CAN TACTICAL COMMUNICATIONS REQUIREMENTS BEST BE

SATISFIED? (N OT E: LONG-LINE COMMUNICATIONS ARE THE SUBJECT OF
A SEPARATE STUDY).

F. WHAT SHOULD BE THE OR GANIZATION F OR BORDER SECURITY
G. WHAT IF ANY CHANGES ARE NEEDED IN HOSPITALIZATION/MEDICAL

PROCEDURES, FACILITIES, AND EQUIPMENT?
H. HOW CAN IMPROVEMENTS BE MADE IN RVNAF INTELLIGNE CE,

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE, AND SECURITY CAPABILITIES? ARE ADDITIONS
DELETIONS OF PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT NEEDED ?
UNQUOTE
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
GP-4
900
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BEEN SENT
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TOP SEC R E T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN RAMSEY, 
MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN NICKERSON FINAL SECTION OF THREE 
1. REQUEST YOUR COMMINTS/VIEWS ON FOLLOWING MESSAGE. 
REPLIES TO REACH THIS HEADQUARTERS NLT 021400H DEC69. 

, QUOTE: , . 
I. WHAT SHOULD BE THE RATIO OF ASSAULT HELICOPTER SQUADRONS 

INFANTRY DIVISIONS? TO THE AIRBORNE DIVISION? TO THE MARINE 
DIVISION? . . . 
, J. WHAT SHOULD THE RVNAF SENSOR PROGRAMS LOOK LIKE? 

K. WHAT CHANGES IN RVNAF STRUCTURE MANNING, ORGANIZATION, 
EQUIPMENT, OR FACILITIES ARE REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE COMPLETE 
LOGIST ICAL SELF- SUFFICIENCY? 

L. HOW MANY TACAIR SORTIES PER DAY SHOULD ARVN MANEUVER BAT­
TALIONS BE PROVIDED? 

M. ARE ANY CHANGES IN CONVENTIONAL NAVAL OPERATIONS NEEDED OR 
RECOMMENDED? ' 

N. SHOULD THE PLANNED LEVEL OF RIVERINE OPERATIONS BE MAIN­
TAINED OR REDUCED UNDER THE POSTULATED SITUATION? 

O. HOW CAN AERIAL OFFSHORE SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS BEST BE 
MET? 

P. ARE THERE SHORTAGES OF AIRLIFT? IF SO, ARE THERE OPERATIONAL 
ALTERNATIVES? 

Q. TRAINING. 
(1) HOW CAN QUALITATIVE IMPROVEMENT IN ARVN, VNMC, AND RANGER 

BN, RF COS AND PF PLATS BEST BE MADE? CONSIDER: 
(A) SELECTIVE WITHDRAWAL OF BN SIZED UNITS FROM OPERA­

i TIONAL COMMITMENTS TO PERMIT AN INCREASE IN REFRESHER TRAINING. 
(B) INCREASING THE LENGTH OF'RF/PF REFRESHER TRAiNING 

PROGRAMS AND HAVING ~lAXIMUM NUMBER OF UNITS PARTICIPATE. 
(C) INTEGRATING VIETNAMESE OFFI.CERS AND NCO'S INTO· US 

PLATOONS 'AND COMPANIES FOR ON-THE-JOB LEADERSHIP TRAINING AND INTO 
BN AND BRIGADE STAFFS FOR STAFF TRAINING. 

(D)' FORMING COMBINED US/ARVN MOBILE TRAINING TEAMS TO 
CONDUCT ON-THE-SPOT TRAINING DURING' PERIODS OF STANDDOWN. 

(E) UPGRADING QUALITY OF PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO ADVISORY 
DUTIES. _ 

(2) ARE THERE OTHER INNOVATIVE TRAINING PROPOSALS WHICH 
~OULD MAXIMIZE EFFECTIVENESS OF RVNAF COMMANDERS, STAFFS, AND ~J>;f» 
U.ITS1 
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RECEIVT OPSECRE T/EYES ONLY/FOR MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN RAMSEY,
MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN NICKERSON FINAL SECTION OF THREE

29 NOV
1. REQUEST YOUR COMMINTS/VIEWS ON FOLLOWING MESSAGE.
REPLIES TO REACH THIS HEADQUARTERS NLT 021400H DEC 69.
QUOTE:

I. WHAT SHOULD BE THE RATIO OF ASSAULT HELICOPTER SQUADRONS
INFANTRY DIVISIONS? TO THE AIRBORNE DIVISION? TO THE MARINE
DIVISION?

J. WHAT SHOULD THE RVNAF SENSOR PROGRAMS LOOK LIKE?
K. WHAT CHANGES IN RV NAF STRUCTURE MANNING, ORGANIZATION,

EQUIPMENT, OR FACILITIES ARE REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE COMPLETE
LOGISTICAL SELF-SUFFICIENCY?

L. HOW MANY TACAIR SORTIES PER DAY SHOULD ARVN MANEUVER BAT-
TALIONS BE PROVIDED?

M. ARE ANY CHANGES IN CONVENTIONAL NAVAL OPERATIONS NEEDED OR
RECOMMENDED?

N. SHOULD THE PLANNED LEVEL OF RIVERINE OPERATIONS BE MAIN-
TAINED OR REDUCED UNDER THE POSTULATED SITUATION?

0. HOW CAN AERIAL OFFSHORE SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS BEST BE
MET?

P. ARE THERE SHORTAGES OF AIRLIFT? IF so, ARE THERE OPERATIONAL
ALTERNATIVES?

Q. TRAINING.
(1) HOW CAN QUALITATIVE IMPROVEMENT IN ARVN, VNMC, AND RANGER

BN, RF cos AND PF PLATS BEST BE MADE? CONSIDER:
(A) SELECTIVE WITHDRAWAL OF BN SIZED UNITS FROM OPERA-

TIONAL COMMITMENTS TO PERMIT AN INCREASE IN REFRESHER TRAINING.
(B) INCREASING THE LENGTH OF RF/PF REFRESHER TRAINING

PROGRAMS AND HAVING MAXIMUM NUMBER OF UNITS PARTICIPATE.
(C) INTEGRATING VIETNAMESE OFFICERS AND NCO'S INTO US

PLATOONS AND COMPANIES FOR ON-THE-JOB LEADERSHIP TRAINING AND INTO
BN AND BRIGADE STAFFS FOR STAFF TRAINING.

(D) FORMING COMBINED US/ARVN MOBILE TRAINING TEAMS TO
CONDUCT ON-THE-SPOT TRAINING DURING PERIODS OF STANDDOWN.

(E) UPGRADING QUALITY OF PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO ADVISORY
DUTIES.

(2) ARE THERE OTHER INNOVATIVE TRAINING PROPOSALS WHICH

48/5)
WOULD MAXIMIZE EFFECTIVENESS OF RV NAF COMMANDERS, STAFFS, AND
UNITS?
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, 1. CRITICAL MIS'SIONS. EVALUATE RVNAF'S CAPABILITY TO PERFORM THE 
FCLL<XYING MISSIotiS OR FUNCTIONS NOW AND IN THE LIGHT OF PR OORAM-

) MED OR SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS (PARA 5 & 6 ABOVE) IN CAPABILITY. 
THE EVALUATION SHOULD~CONSIDER THE DEGREE <INCLUDE APPROXIMATE 
PERCENTAGE) TO WHICH APPROPRIATE ELEMENTS OF RVNAF NOw SATISFY 
THE CURRE~T OJERALJ.. ALLIED EFFORT UND THE DEGREE TO WHICH THOSE 
ELEMENTS QOULQ' SATISFY, WITHIN rHETIME FRAME.BEING CONSIDERED, 
THAT SAr~E CURRENT TOTAL EFFORT. MISSIONS NOT PERFORMED AND 
NOT RECOMMENDED FOR PERFORMANCE BY RVNAF SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED. 
THE STATED MISSIONS MAY BE·BROKEN INTO COMPONENTS IF CONSIDERED 
APPROPRIATE. ADDITION AND EVALUATION OF SIMILAR TYPE NISSIONS 
OR FUNCT IONS NOT LISTED IS REQUESTED: . 

A. INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION 
B. BORDER SURVEILLANCE 
C. COASTAL SURVEILLANCE 
D. RECONNAISSANCE . 
E. ENGAGEMENT or ENEMY FORCES 
F. INTERDICTION 
G. ARTILLERY FIRE SUPPORT 
H. TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT 
I. OTHER AIR SUPPORT (E.G., VISUAL AND PHOTO RECON) 
J. TACTICAL MOBILITY . ~ -
K. COMMUNICATION S 
L. PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 
M. POPULATION SECURITY 
N. LOC SECURITY 
O. INLAND WATERWAYS 
P.·ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION 
Q. LOGISTICAL SUPPORT 
R. MEDICAL SUPPORT 
S. AIRiDEFENSE 
t. DEFOi'IAtION 
U. UNCONVENTION WARFARE 

8. SUBM ISSION :" .. 
A. ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO RESPOND TO PARAGRAPHS 5 & 6 NLT 

4 DEC 69. BECAUSE OF THE TWO DISTINCTLY DIFFERENT THREAT LEVELS 
ASSUMED, RESPO~SES SHOULD BE MADE PRIMARILY IN THE LIGHT OF THE 

• CURRENT LEVEL J(SSUMPTION A (1». WHERE IN THE LIGHT OF THE ALTER­
. NAT IVE LEVEL (ASSUMPTION A (2)) A MODIFIED RESPONSE IS IND ICATED, 

SUCH ADDED RESPONSE SHOULD BE MAD'E WITH APPROPRIATE .IDENTIFICATION. 
B. ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO RESPOND TO PARAGRAPH 7 [~LT 10 

i DEC 69. - . ' 
! 9. BECAUSE OF THE SHORT TIME AVAILABLE FOR MACV PLANNING, THIS MES-: / -

SAGE IS BEING DISPATCHED BEFORE AN OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF COMUSMACV 
BEYOND THAT IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH COMPONENT 

I COMMANDERS ON 19 NOVEMBER AND WITH ALL ADDRESSEES ON 22 NOVEMBER. 
, YOU WILL BE ADVISED ASAP OF Ai~Y CHANGES HE MAY DIRECT WHEN ADDITION-

ALL Y BR IEFED ... , 
GP-4 

2. WARM REGARDS 

SSO ~OTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY . . J/Y(6} -
9~0 ___ ~---.;:C-=-;O p;...;..Y_ .... LOF '.' ,.'*mtr •• 'il . 

~~(b) 
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7. CRITICAL MISSIONS. EVALUATE RVNAF'S CAPABILITY TO PERFORM THE
FOLLOWING MISSIONS OR FUNCTIONS NOW AND IN THE LIGHT OF PR OGRAM-
MED OR SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS (PARA 5 & 6 ABOVE) IN CAPABILITY.
THE EVALUATION SHOULD CONSIDER THE DEGREE (INCLUDE APPROXIMATE
PERCENTAGE) TO WHICH APPROPRIATE ELEMENTS OF RVNAF NOW SATISFY
THE CURRENT OVERALL ALLIED EFFORT UND THE DEGREE TO WHICH THOSE
ELEMENTS GOULD SATISFY, WITHIN THE TIME FRAME BEING CONSIDERED,
THAT SAME CURRENT TOTAL EFFORT. MISSIONS NOT PERFORMED AND
NOT RECOMMENDED FOR PERFORMANCE BY RV NAF SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED.
THE STATED MISSIONS MAY BE BROKEN INTO COMPONENTS IF CONSIDERED
APPROPRIATE. ADDITION AND EVALUATION OF SIMILAR TYPE MISSIONS
OR FUNCTIONS NOT LISTED IS REQUESTED:

A. INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION
B. BORDER SURVEILLANCE
C. COASTAL SURVEILLANCE
D. RECONNAISSANCE
E. ENGAGEMENT OF ENEMY FORCES
F. INTERDICTION
G. ARTILLERY FIRE SUPPORT
H. TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT
I. OTHER AIR SUPPORT (E.G., VISUAL AND PHOTO RECON)
J. TACTICAL MOBILITY
K. COMMUNICATIONS
L. PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS
M. POPULATION SECURITY
N. LOC SECURITY
0. INLAND WATERWAYS
P. ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION
Q. LOGISTICAL SUPPORT
R. MEDICAL SUPPORT
S. AIR DEFENSE
T. DEFOLIATION
U. UNCONVENTION WARFARE

8. SUBMISSION:
A. ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO RESPOND TO PARAGRAPHS 5 & 6 NLT

4 DEC 69. BE CAUSE OF THE TWO DISTINCTLY DIFFERENT THREAT LEVELS
ASSUMED, RESPONSES SHOULD BE MADE PRIMARILY IN THE LIGHT OF THE
CURRENT LEVEL ASSUMPTION A (1)). WHERE IN THE LIGHT OF THE ALTER-
NATIVE LEVEL (ASSUMPTION A (2)) A MODIFIED RESPONSE IS INDICATED,
SUCH ADDED RESPONSE SHOULD BE MADE WITH APPROPRIATE IDENTIFICATION.

B. ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO RESPOND TO PARAGRAPH 7 NLT 10
DEC 69.
9. BECAUSE OF THE SHORT TIME AVAILABLE FOR MACV PLANNING, THIS MES-

SAGE IS BEING DISPATCHED BEFORE AN OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF COMUSMACV
BEYOND THAT IN CONNECTION WITH HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH COMPONENT
COMMANDERS ON 19 NOVEMBER AND WITH ALL ADDRESSEES ON 22 NOVEMBER.
YOU WILL BE ADVISED ASAP OF ANY CHANGES HE MAY DIRECT WHEN ADDITION-
ALLY BRIEFED.
GP-4

2. WARM REGARDS
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. TOP SEC R E T/EYES ONLY/FOR LTa::N ZAIS FROM LTa::N NICKERSON 
A. COMUSMACV' MSG CITE MAC 15353 270915Z NOV 69 (IS) EYES ONLY {111 , 
1. REQUEST YOUR COMMENTS/VIEWS ON REFERENCE CA. ~ 
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TOP SEC RET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR LTGEN lAIS, MGEN SIMPSON MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN THRASH 
FROM LTGEN NICKERSON '. ' 
VISIT OF GEN)!:RAL ABRAMS TO lCTl , 
1. THIS IS A MESSAGE TO ALERT YOU OF A FORTHCOMING VISIT 
TO I CORPS OF GENERAL ABRAMS. GERERAL ABRAMS HAS STATED 
THAT HE WANTS TO SPEND Ai FULL DAY AT EACH OF THE '4 CORPS 
PRIOR TO THE 15TH OF DECEMBER. HIS PURPOSE IS TO GET A 
REALISTIC FEEL FOR THE SITUATON. HE IS INTERESTED IN 
DISCUSSING AN.D BEING INFORll1ED ON ENEMY STRENGTHS AND 
WEAKNESSES, VIETNAMESE PERFORMANCE, PACIFICATION, AND 
THE ATTITUDES OF AMERICAN FORCES AND THEIR PERFORMANCE. 
2. HE WILL ARRIVE IN I CORPS AT 1500 ON 9 DEC 69. HE WILL 
DEPART AT 1500 THE FOLLOWING AFTERNOON. 
3. BASED ON THE ABOVE, IS IS MY PRESENT PLAN TO ASK ALL 

,OF YOU TO JOIN ~lE AT III [t'lAF HEADQUARTERS ON 9 DEC. -,' 
MY MODUS OPERANDI ·WOULD BE FOR MY G-2 TO PROV IDE A BR IEF FOR 
ABOUT 20 MINUTES IN ENENY STRENGTHS AND ·WEAKNESSES. I WOULD' 
THEN HAVE MY G-3 GIVE A 15 MINUTE BRIEF ON THE PRESENT POSTURE 
AND CONCEPT' FOR OPERATIONS OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO REINFORCE 
IN I CORPS AND THEN A BRIEFING BY CORDS ON THE STATUS OF THE 
TERRlTCRIALS AND NATIONAL POLICE. SUBSEQUENT TO THIS I 
WOULD ASK THAT XXIV CORPS BRIEF GENERL ABRAMS ON THE 
XXIV CORPS SITUATION: CAPABILITIES OF XXIV CORPS, SUB­
SEQUENT TO THE LOSS OF THE' 3DMARDIV; CAPABILITIES OF 
THE ARVN 1ST DIVISION AT THIS TIME; THE EFFECTS ON HE 
r~ORTHERN TWO PRCW INCES SHOULD ADDITIONAL FORCES BE 
WITHDRAWN; PLUS ANY OTHER INFORMATION DEEMED ADVISABLE. 
4. 1 WOULD ASK FOR A SIMILAR BRIEFING FROM ORM SIMPSON 
FOR THE PROVINCE OF QUANG NAM AND A SIMILAR BRIEFING 
FROM LLOYD RAMSEY FOR THE LOWER TWO PROVINCES. I BELIEVE 
THAT GENERAL ABRAMS, BY TALKING TO HIS MAJOR GROUND 

! COMMANDERS ON THE SPOT, WILL HAVE THE BENEFIT OF YOUR 
ANALYSIS OF THE SITUATION AS.IT 'PERTAINS TO AMERICAN AND 
VIETNAMESE CAPABILITIES AND THEIR INTER/RELATIONSHIP. 
5. I PROPOSE THAT UPON C QiiPLETIOi~ OF THIS WE HAVE A 
DllitlIR WITH THE GENERAL OFFICERS HERE AT MY QUARTERS AND 
QtllHI& .. IJII IUSCUSSHJi AS GERtRAL ABiAllS SEES FIT. 
--------. ""~ bl. .• 41. £ ,...,., .. ~-_~ 
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CG FMAW
ZEM
T 0 T SENSITIVI EYES ONLY
EXCLUSIVELY FOR LTGEN ZAIS, MGEN SIMPSON, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN THRASHFROM LTGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF GENERAL ABRAMS TO ICTZ
1. THIS IS A MESSAGE TO ALERT YOU OF A FORTHCOMING VISIT
TO I CORPS OF GENERAL ABRAMS. GERERAL ABRAMS HAS STATED
THAT HE WANTS TO SPEND A FULL DAY AT EACH OF THE 4 CORPS
PRIOR TO THE 15TH OF DECEMBER. HIS PURPOSE IS TO GET A
REALISTIC FEEL FOR THE SITUATION. HE IS INTERESTED IN
DISCUSSING AND BEING INFORMED ON ENEMY STRENGTHS AND
WEAKNESSES, VIETNAMESE PERFORMANCE, PACIFICATION, AND
THE ATTITUDES OF AMERICAN FORCES AND THEIR PERFORMANCE.
2. HE WILL ARRIVE IN I CORPS AT 1500 ON 9 DEC 69. HE WILL
DEPART AT 1500 THE FOLLOWING AFTERNOON.
3. BASED ON THE ABOVE, IS IS MY PRESENT PLAN TO ASK ALL
OF YOU TO JOIN ME AT III MAF HEADQUARTERS ON 9 DEC.
MY MODUS OPERANDI WOULD BE FOR MY G-2 TO PROVIDE A BRIEF FOR
ABOUT 20 MINUTES IN ENEMY STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES. I WOULD
THEN HAVE MY G-3 GIVE A 15 MINUTE BRIEF ON THE PRESENT POSTURE
AND CONCEPT FOR OPERATIONS OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO REINFORCE
IN I CORPS AND THEN A BRIEFING BY CORD S ON THE STATUS OF THE
TERRITORIALS AND NATIONAL POLICE. SUBSEQUENT TO THIS I
WOULD ASK THAT XXIV CORPS BRIEF GENERL ABRAMS ON THE
XXIV CORPS SITUATION: CAPABILITIES OF XXIV CORPS SUB-
SEQUENT TO THE LOSS OF THE 3DMARDIV; CAPABILITIES OF
THE ARVN 1ST DIVISION AT THIS TIME; THE EFFECTS ON HE
NORTHERN TWO PROVINCES SHOULD ADDITIONAL FORCES BE
WITHDRAWN; PLUS ANY OTHER INFORMATION DEEMED ADVISABLE.
4. I WOULD ASK FOR A SIMILAR BRIEFING FROM ORM SIMPSON
FOR THE PROVINCE OF QUANG NAM AND A SIMILAR BRIEFING
FROM LLOYD RAMSEY FOR THE LOWER TWO PROVINCES. I BELIEVE
THAT GENERAL ABRAMS, BY TALKING TO HIS MAJOR GROUND
COMMANDERS ON THE SPOT, WILL HAVE THE BENEFIT OF YOUR
ANALYSIS OF THE SITUATION AS IT PERTAINS TO AMERICAN AND
VIETNAMESE CAPABILITIES AND THEIR INTER/RELATIONSHIP.
5. I PROPOSE THAT UPON COMPLETION OF THIS WE HAVE A
DINNER WITH THE GENERAL OFFICERS HERE AT MY QUARTERS AND

50thdiTHE DISCUSSION AS GERERAL ABRAMS SEES FIT.CONTINUE

50/11
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6. I WILL ASK GENERAL LAM TO GIVE A SIMILAR BRIEFING 
TO GENERAL Am AMS ON THE FOLLOW ING MORN! NG. I WOULD ASK 
THAT WE HAVE HIS PRI NCIPAL D IV ISION COMMANDERS,' TRUONG 
AND TOAN PRESENT (OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES) AND WOULD 
REQUEST THAT MEL AND I ALSO BE PRESENT. SUBSEQUENT TO . 
THIS BRIEFI WG" GENERAL ABRAMS WOULD BE ABLE TO MAKE HIS 
OWN ANALYSIS OF HOW BOTH WE AND THE VIETNAMESE SEE THE 
SITUATION IN 1 CORPS: WHERE WE ARE IN AGREEMENT OR 
WHERE WE DIFFER. 
7. SU5SEQUE[IlT TO-'f1tEJ:3R-IE~'Y--{JENERAL LAM I· WOULD 
ANTICIPATE THAT WE WILL HAVE ABOUT 4 HOURS REMAINING. I 
WOULD THEN SUGGEST THAT HE V ISIT THE AREAS OF THE 115, 
1ST ARVN AND 101S1 AIRBORNE. 
8. ALTHOUGH I HAVE NOT BEEN SO INFORMED, I AM INCLINED 
TO THINK THAT THIS IS GENERAL ABRAMS WAY OF FULFILLING 
THE "TRY" PORTION OF THE "CUT AND TRY" PHILOSPHY THAT 
HE HAS ESTABLISHED AS FAR AS WITHDRAWALS ARE CONCERNED. 
IT IS INCUMEE NT UPOI~ ALL OF US TO PROV IDE HIM THE 
INFORMATION WHICH HE NEEDS TO' HELP HIM IN DECISIONS CON­
CERNING WITHDRAWALS WITH WHICH HE MAY BE FACED IN THE 
WEEKS AND MONTHS AHEAD. I KNOW I HAVE YOUR FULL 
COOPERATION. WHEN I. HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING 
ADD IT IONAL I NFORMATION THAT GENERAL ABRAMS lVJAY REQUEST 
I WILL SO ADVISE YOU. . . 
9. THE ABCWE INFORMATIOi~ IS SENSITIVE. PLEASE TREAT IT 
AS LIMDIS U~D RESTRICT DISSEMINATION TO THOSE ON ACCESS 
LIST FOR FORCE REDUCTION PLANNING AND THEN ON NEED TO KNOW· ONLY. 
10.WARIIl REGARDS 
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER n~~lEDIATEL Y) 
GP-4 
750 
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6. I WILL ASK GENERAL LAM TO GIVE A SIMILAR BRIEFING
TO GENERAL ABRAMS ON THE FOLLOWING MORNING. I WOULD ASK
THAT WE HAVE HIS PRINCIPAL DIVISION COMMANDERS, TRUONG
AND TOAN PRESENT (OR THEIR REPRESENTATIVES) AND WOULD
REQUEST THAT MEL AND I ALSO BE PRESENT. SUBSEQUENT TO
THIS BRIEFING, GENERAL ABRAMS WOULD BE ABLE TO MAKE HIS
OWN ANALYSIS OF HOW BOTH WE AND THE VIETNAMESE SEE THE
SITUATION IN I CORPS: WHERE WE ARE IN AGREEMENT OR
WHERE WE DIFFER.
7. SUBSEQUENT TO THE BRIEFING BY GENERAL LAM I WOULD
ANTICIPATE THAT WE WILL HAVE ABOUT 4 HOURS REMAINING. I

WOULD THEN SUGGEST THAT HE VISIT THE AREAS OF THE 1/5,
1ST ARVN AND 101ST AIRBORNE.
8. ALTHOUGH I HAVE NOT BEEN SO INFORMED, I AM INCLINED
TO THINK THAT THIS IS GENERAL ABRAMS WAY OF FULFILLING
THE "TRY" PORTION OF THE "CUT AND TRY" PHILOSPHY THAT
HE HAS ESTABLISHED AS FAR AS WITHDRAWALS ARE CONCERNED.
IT IS INCUMBENT UPON ALL OF US TO PROVIDE HIM THE
INFORMATION WHICH HE NEEDS TO HELP HIM IN DECISIONS CON-
CERNING WITHDRAWALS WITH WHICH HE MAY BE FACED IN THE
WEEKS AND MONTHS AHEAD. I KNOW I HAVE YOUR FULL
COOPERATION. WHEN I HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION CONCERNING
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT GENERAL ABRAMS MAY REQUEST
I WILL SO ADVISE YOU.
9. THE AB OVE INFORMATION IS SENSITIVE. PLEASE TREAT IT
AS LIMDIS UND RESTRICT DISSEMINATION TO THOSE ON ACCESS
LIST FOR FORCE REDUCTION PLANNING AND THEN ON NEED TO KNOW ONLY.
10. WARM REGARDS
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY)
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