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FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

NAVY AIRCRAFT SHELTER PROGRAM

13, CG III MAF 040150Z JAN 70 (C)
Spo4

FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

CTG CLEARWATER MISSION (U)
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14.':;' CS III MAF' O'40330Z JAN 7ft' (S) EYES ONLY CYP:::"1j 

FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON fl 
NVA SAPPER ATTACK 

~~. ~~ III MAP 9597?9Z JAN 79 (n) 
peR l5lfeJ~l5 Bu ... nUN PRong MGEN BOWMAN 
VHH'i' WO IION'ii KONG c 

16. V CG III MAF 050950Z JAN 70 (u) EYES ONLY /.t-fl~~ 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
INFORMATION ON ALLEGED INCIDENT 

17.~CG III MAF 070402Z JAN 70 (S) ~-~ 
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FR6M BGEN DULACKI 
ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 5-6 JAN 

~a.'-'" CG III MAF 070710Z JAN 70 (S)EYES ONLY Cjf-4 
FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM,LTGEN NICKERSON 
ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 5-6JAN 
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BLUE RIBOON DEFENSE PANEL (BRDP) VISIT 

21.1-- CG In MAF 100437Z JAN 70 (C) EYES ONLY "11'-1 
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22 ...... 00 III MAF 101222Z JAN 70EYES ONLY 11--'f 
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14. CS III MAF 040330Z JAN 70 (S) EYES ONLY

FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
NVA SAPPER ATTACK

(IJ)
70050720715.

FOR LTCOL CULITIZAN FROM MCEN BOWMAN
VIGIT mo UONC KONG

CG III MAF 050950Z JAN 70 (U) EYES ONLY16.
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
INFORMATION ON ALLEGED INCIDENT

17./CG III MAF 070402Z JAN 70 (S) gp - 4
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DULACKI
ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 5-6 JAN

18. CG III MAF 070710Z JAN 70 (s) EYES ONLY gp-
FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 5-6JAN

CG TTI MAP 0700000 JAN 70 (c)19
FOR VADM PRINCIE FROM UMCEN NICVERSON
MORNING DRIFF

CG III MAF 090008X JAN 70 (c) gp-420.
FOR MGEN THRASH, RADM ADAMSON, BGEN PADALINO, LTCOL. W. T.

BALLARD, COL. D. W. BRYAN FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
BLUE RIBBON DEFENSE PANEL (BRDP) VISIT

21. CG III MAF 100437Z JAN 70 (c) EYES ONLY gp-4
FOR LTGEN ZAIS, MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER, RADM ADAMSON, BGEN
PADALINO FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
BLUE RIBBON DEFENSE PANEL VIST - ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE

22. CG III MAF 101222Z JAN 70EYES ONLY gp-4
FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
CTF CLEARWATER MISSION

23.V CG III MAF 110245Z JAN 70 (s) gp- 4
FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NIC KER SON

SECURITY FOR USAAG AND CORDS COMPOUNDS IN ICTZ (U)

24, cc III MAR 1200107 JAN se (e)
PERSONAL FOR VADM INFO PATM ADAMSON AND RADM DILLON
FROM LICENSE MICKED.COM

ACTOV AND TOTA TURNAVER (II)

25. CG III MAF 130820Z JAN 70 (U)
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
PROJECT 01 COMMUNITY RELATIONS FUNDS REQUEST FOR
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A_16-.- vCG-III MAF 030334Z JAN 70 (TS)" (~-~) 
. EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 

FORCE PLANNING (D) 

A-17.v CG III MAF 060954Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (0,-1) 
FOR LTGEN BDSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING 

A- IS,v CG III MAF 120958Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (c:, .. 1-) 
EXCliWlVE FO R LTGEN roSE FROM L TGEN NICKERSON 
III MAF PROPOSED MAB 

A- 19,./00 III M,AF 140134Z JAN 70 (TS)MCEO ('4-"-1) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FR0l4 LIDEN NiCKERSON 
FOiCE PLANNIW (U) 

P, - 20 if CG In UAF 140816Z JAN 70 (TS) ErE!) ONLY (91 .. 4) 
FOR GEN ABRAMS INFO LTGEN UlS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
TrANSITIONAL SUPPORT FORCE ' 

A- 2l.tlCG III MAF 150954Z JAN 70 (TS) Mcm (~-1) 
PERSONAL FOR LIDEN BUSE FRO}! LTGEN NICKERSON 
USMC CO}1MAND AND CONrgOL S'lRUCTlRS IN ICTZ 

A- 22./ CG III MAF 170930Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONII (C, .. 1) 
FOR GEN ABlWfS FROH LTGEN NICKERSON 
HQS FOR US UHft.lAND ELFMENT IN ICTZ 

A .. 23.JCG III MAF 170911Z JAN 70 ('ffi) MCEl) (C-p~1) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NiCKERSON 
USMC CO}fi.IAND CONTROL S'IRUCTURE IN ICTZ FORWARDING OF 

A~ 24.JCG III MAF 19025.6Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (~-'f) 
FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTSEN NICKERSON 
H~ FOR US CO}~ND ELFMENT IN ICTZ - RFADDRESSAL OF nvo ALTERNATIVES 

A-25. c./CG III MAF 211008Z JAN 70 (TS) rtjp-4) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BDSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
III MAP HEADQUARTERS 
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16. CG III MAF 030334Z JAN 70 (TS) (ap-4)A-
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

FORCE PLANNING (U)

A- 17. CG III MAF 060954Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY
(ap-4)

FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

FORCE PLANNING

(Gp-4)A. 18. CG III MAF 120958Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

III MAF PROPOSED MAB

A- 19. CG III MAF 140134Z JAN 70 (TS)MCEO (Gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

FORCE PLANNING (U)

A- 20. CG III MAF 140816Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (gp-4)
FOR GEN ABRAMS INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT FORCE

A- 21.cc III MAF 150954Z JAN 70 (TS) MCEO (Gp-4)
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

USMC COMMAND AND CONTROL STRUCTURE IN ICTZ

A- 22. CG III MAF 170930Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY
(GP-4)

FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN ICTZ

A-23./ CG III MAF 1709192 JAN 70 (TS) MCEO
(Gp-4)

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

USMC COMMAND CONTROL STRUCTURE IN ICTZ FORWARDING OF

A. 24. CG III MAF 190255Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY ( ap-4)
FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN ICTZ - READDRESSAL OF TWO ALTERNATIVES

A-25. CG III MAF 211008Z JAN 70 (TS) (gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
III MAF HEADQUARTERS
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EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING 
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EXCLUSIVE FORLTGEN BUSE FROM LTGE~NICKERSON INFO BGEN 
PADALINO 
LOGISTIC ROLL-UP FORCE (S) 

t;_ 3/ CG lIIMAF 221004Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (iJp--'f) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICfERSON 
III MAP HEADQUARTERS 

~_ 4.v CG III MAF 241306Z JAN 70 (TS) (rit-"I) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
III MAF HQS COMMAND ARRANGEMENTS 

6- 5. if CG III MAF 260926Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY {q,,-;J 
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON P 
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENTS IN ICTZ (U) - CONTINUITY OF 
OF COMMAND AND CONTROL 

/3- 6.J CG III MAF 270830Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (;qp-+J 
FROM CG III MAF TO COMUSMACV INFO CG XXIV' CORPS 
HQ US COMMAND ELEMENTS IN ICTZ (U) 

6- 7.'" CG III MAP 010550Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (Ii-,,/-) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGNE NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING (U) - READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV CITE 1478 

13- 8./ CG III MAF 020810Z FEB 70 (TS) {Cif- ~ 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTG EN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING - READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV CITE 1517 DTG 
011052Z FEB 70 (TS) 

i3- 9.t/' CG III MAF 021256Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (Cjr>- 4) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN ~ULACKI 
FORCE PLANNING (U) - PROGRAM 8 SPACES 

~-tO • ./CG III MAF 0500112 FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY ("It-"'I) 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING - BOWMAN ASSIGNED AS DEPUTY CG XXIV CORPS 

~ll.~CG III MAF 050332Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY Cqp-~) 
FOR MAJGEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROMvLTGEN NICKERSON 
ROK FORCES IN VIETNAM (U) 

6_12./ CG III MAF 060130Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (1r-4) 
. EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 

FORCE PLANNING - CbMUSMACV APPROVAL OF MGEN BOWMAN ASDCG XXIVCOR~ 

6-l3. /CG III MAF 061302Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY Cc;r~1-) 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON , 
FORCE PLANNING - POSSIBILITY OF REDEPLOYING AN ADDITIONAL 
100,000 U. S. TROOPS FROM RVN DURING 1970 SUBSEQUENT TO PHASEIIID 
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B- 1. CG III MAF 211234Z JAN TO (TS) (ap-4
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING

2. CG III MAF 220134ZJAN 70 (TS) MCEO (gp-4)B.
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON INFO BGEN
PADALINO
LOGISTIC ROLL-UP FORCE (S)

B- 3. CG IIIMAF 221004Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (gp-4)EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
III MAF HEADQUARTERS

B. 4.v CG III MAF 241306Z JAN 70 (TS) (Gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
III MAF HQS COMMAND ARRANGEMENTS

5. CG III MAF 260926Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY
(gp-4)

B-
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENTS IN ICTZ (U) - CONTINUITY OF
OF COMMAND AND CONTROL

B. 6.I CG III MAF 270830Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (gp-4)
FROM CG III MAF TO COMUSMACV INFO CG XXIV CORPS
HQ US COMMAND ELEMENTS IN ICTZ (U)

CG III MAF 010550Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (gp-4)7.B-
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGNE NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV CITE 1478

CG III MAF 020810Z FEB 70 (TS) (ap-4)B-8.
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING - READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV CITE 1517 DTG
011052Z FEB 70 (TS)

CG III MAF 021256Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (gp-4)B-9.
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DULÄCKI
FORCE PLANNING (U) - PROGRAM 8 SPACES

CG III MAF 050011Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY
(gp-4)B-10.

FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING - BOWMAN ASSIGNED AS DEPUTY CG XXIV CORPS

B- 11. CG III MAF 050332Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (gp-4)
FOR MAJGEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ROK FORCES IN VIETNAM (U)

B-12. CG III MAF 060130Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING - COMUSMACV APPROVAL OF MGEN BOWMAN ASDCG XXIVCOR!

CG III MAF 061302Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY
(gp-4)_13.

FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING - POSSIBILITY OF REDEPLOYING AN ADDITIONAL
100,000 U. S. TROOPS FROM RVN DURING 1970 SUBSEQUENT TO PHASEIIII
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15. v' CG III MAF 071358Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO C'ttjp-1-) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN'NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNIN - READDRESSAL OF CG III MAF 061302Z 
CG III MAF 070857Z FEB 70 

.6- 16.JCG III MAF 111354Z FEB 70 (TS) c'Cj-f-1) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROMuBGEN DULACKI 

FEB 70 & 

FORCE PLANNING - MACV'S REACTION TO USMC PROPOSED 13.2K POST 
PHASE IV TROOP LIST 

tL 17.J CG III MAF 120206Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (1r- 4) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING (U) - RECOMMENDED CHANGES AND ADDONS TO 8.9K MAB 

1 

/!Y- 18...r CG III MAF 190936Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (~-~) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKfRSON 
III MAF/XXIV CORPS COMMAND RELATIONS 

13- 19. / CG III MAP 190932Z FEB 70 (~S) (Cif'-.if) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING (U) - READDRESSAL OF COMNAVFOR MSG 190140Z 
FEB 70 RETENTION OF ONE MEB VICE ONE RLST 

1:>- 20. j CG III MAF 201352Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (G-p-~) 
. EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 

FORCE PLANNING (U) - B.9K MAB ADD ON RADIO BN & SSCT 

6- 21. v "CG III MAF 201310Z FEB 70 (TS) ttjJ>---r) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DULACKI 
VISIT OF AMBASSADOR KOREN (u) 

.6- 22./ CG III MAF 230656Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO ('It-I) 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING (U) - INCREASE IN RAD BN 

t$- 23! CG III MAF 240600ZFEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY C'h-"f) 
FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO RADM DILLON FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 

.. FORCE PLANNING (u) - PERTINENT COMMENTS RE 9. SK MAB 

13- 24 ,J CG III MAF 071058Z MAR 70 (TS) (9f-~ 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
FORCE PLANNING - CONCURRENCE WITH COMUSMACV CITE 2950 

J . 
13_ 25. CG III MAF 130856Z MAR 70 (TS) (~- 4) 

EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV 110249Z MAR 70 - SEA TDS INTERFACE 
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CC III MAP 0708577 FED 70 (EC) EYES ONLY
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTCEN NICKERSON
FORCE DIANNING VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON THE POSSIBILITY
OF REDEDTOVINC AN ADDITIONAL 100.000 IL S. TROOPS FROM RVN

CG III MAF 071358Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (gp-4)B- 15.
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNIN - READDRESSAL OF CG III MAF 061302Z FEB 70 &
CG III MAF 070857Z FEB 70

CG III MAF 111354Z FEB 70 (TS) (gp-4)B- 16.
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DULACKI
FORCE PLANNING - MACV'S REACTION TO USMC PROPOSED 13.2K POST
PHASE IV TROOP LIST

B- 17 / CG III MAF 120206Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - RECOMMENDED CHANGES AND ADDONS TO 8.9K MAB

B- 18. CG III MAF 190936Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (gp-4)EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
III MAF/XXIV CORPS COMMAND RELATIONS

CG III MAF 190932Z FEB 70 (IS) (ap-4)B- 19.
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - READDRESSAL OF COMNAVFOR MSG 190140Z
FEB 70 RETENTION OF ONE MEB VICE ONE RLST

B-20. CG III MAF 201352Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (ap-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - 8.9K MAB ADD ON RADIO BN & SSCT

CG III MAF 201310Z FEB 70 (TS) (gp-4)B-21.
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DULACKI
VISIT OF AMBASSADOR KOREN (U)

B- 22. CG III MAF 230656Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - INCREASE IN RAD BN

B 23: CG III MAF 240600Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (gp-4)
FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO RADM DILLON FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - PERTINENT COMMENTS RE 9 5K MAB

B-24. CG III MAF 071058Z MAR 70 (TS) (gp-4)
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING - CONCURRENCE WITH COMUSMACV CITE 2950

B- 25. CG III MAF 130856Z MAR 70 (TS) (gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV 110249Z MAR 70 - SEA TDS INTERFACE
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BALANCE OF THE PROGRAM 8162 CHELTERS) IS STILL REQUIRED.THE20
SOME MINOR SITING REVISIONS WILL BE. REQUIRED WHICH WILL CAUSE NO
INCREASE IN FUNDS. MY STAFF HILL WORK THE DETAILS OUT WITH YOUR BASE
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/ SUBJECT: FORCE PLANNING (U) ," 
REF, 111 MAY 310724Z DEC G9 WHICH REQUEstED INfORMATION O~ THE " 
STATUS OF ,CAPS IN PLANNING FUTUfiE TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS. , 

/
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PACKAGE (MARINE HEAVY OPTION) OUTLINED At iKE COMMANDERS WIEU , 
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'/ THE NUMBER OF MATS 1~ 1 CTI WILL tOT AL B0. " 
~. THE CONCEPT OF EMPLOYl4ENT OF "ATS DIFFERS FROM THAT tI tHE , 

'/ CAPS, IN tHAT MATS DO NOT J.OIN tHE 1ERRITORIAL FORCE UNIT "-
./ PERMANENTLY AS IS THE CASE VltH CAPS. THEREFORE!) tHE CONTINUED "'-
'/ UT lLIZAtl ON OF' CAPS BY tltE REMAINING 'RLt, APPEARS APPROPRIAtE , 

WHERE REQUIRED AND WITHIN tHE SUPPORT CAPAuILITY O',THi RLt. "-
'/ ~. tHE 'aLLOWING PARAGRAPHS ARE KEYE-D .to THE QUEstIONS pOSED " 
'/. 18 PARAGRAPH & OF REFERENCE MESSAGE. .' " . 

A. A DECISION TO REDEPLOY ALL .OR P~RT OF tHE CAPS, ~ITH "-
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RECOAI'IENI>ATIONS (PARAGRAPH 5, tJiLOWLM THE CAPS [~OT APPROVED "-
/ FOR RETENTION SHOUl.D BE SCHEDlLED to· Riur.PLOY AS PARt CF THE " 
~ USMC FORCES DURING PHASE IV. , 
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BT
TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOTE:
P 021050Z
FM MG TOWNSEND C/S MACV SAIGON
TO LGEN NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG
INFO LTG MILDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH
LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CRPS PH BAI
BT
T 0 T SENSITIVE MAC 066 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: FORCE PLANNING (U)
REF: 111 MAF 3107242 DEC 69 WHICH REQUESTED INFORMATION ON THE
STATUS OF CAPS IN PLANNING FUTURE TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS.
10 THE JCS APPROVED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES THE PHASE IV FORCE

PACKAGE (MARINE HEAVY OPTION) OUTLINED AT THE COMMANDERS WIEU

PAGE TWO RMMMAFA0244 T OPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
ON 27 DECEMBER 1969. THIS OPTION WOULD RETAIN ONE (1) RLT AT
A STRENGTH OF APPROXIMATELY 7,500 UNTIL THE SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL
LEVEL IS REACHED. SUPPORT FOR THIS ONE REMAINING RLT WOULD
BE ENTIRELY BY THE ARMY LOGISTIC SYSTEM.

2. TO COMPENSATE FOR THE EVENTUAL LOSS OF THE CAPS, AN INCREASE
OF 30 ADDITIONAL MOBILE ADVISORY TEAMS (MATS) IS CONTEMPLATED FOR
I crz. WHEN THESE ADDITIONAL MATS ARE DEPLOYED ABOUT JUNE-JULY 1970,
THE NUMBER OF MAIS IN I CIZ WILL TOTAL 80.
3. THE CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT OF MATS DIFFERS FROM THAT OF THE

CAPS, IN THAT MATS DO NOT JOIN THE TERRITORIAL FORCE UNIT
PERMANENTLY AS IS THE CASE WITH CAPS. THEREFORE, THE CONTINUED

UTILIZATION OF CAPS BY THE REMAINING RLT APPEARS APPROPRIATE

WHERE REQUIRED AND WITHIN THE SUPPORT CAPABILITY OF THE RLI.

4. THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS ARE KEYED TO THE QUESTIONS POSED
IN PARAGRAPH 3 OF REFERENCE MESSAGE.

A. A DECISION TO REDEPLOY ALL OR PART OF THE CAPS WITH
USMC FORCES REDEPLOYING DURING PHASE IV WILL BE BASED ON YOUR
RECOMMENDATIONS (PARAGRAPH 5, BELOWLM THE CAPS NOT APPROVED

FOR RETENTION SHOULD BE SCHEDULED TO REVEPLOY AS PART OF THE

USMC FORCES DURING PHASE IV.
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0244 T 0 PSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
B. ANY CAPS APPROVED FOR RETENTION AFTER PHASE IV WILL EE

ADDITIVE TO THE APPROXIMATELY 7,500 SPACES REQUIRED FOR THE
REMAINING RLT.

C. IT IS INTENDED THAT MATS WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY
FOR THOSE TRAINING AND ADVISORY FUNCTIONS REQUIRED BY TERRITORIAL
FORCES IN I CTZ WHEN CAPS ARE REDEPLOYED. OTHER FUNCTIONS NOW
PERFORMED BY CAPS WILL HAVE TO BE ELIMINATED AS US FORCES
REDEPLOY.
5. REQUEST YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR CAPS; THE
CAPABILITY OF THE REMAINING RLI TO SUPPORT CAPS AFTER PHASE IV;
AND THE NUMBER OF CAPS RECOMMENDED TO BE RETAINED AFTER PHASE IV.
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SEt ~.: T EY~S ONLY 
FOR MGEM TOWNSZNJ fROM LTGS~ NICK=RSO~ 
NVA SAPP[~ ATTACK 
I. THE FOLLOWI~G MESSAGS IS QUOTEC 
FOR YOUr{ I ~JFOHI'iATIO:'; : 
o Li31159Z 
H1 [r.G ,(Ar,~S::Y CG A~CAL DIV CHL ({V~,l 

TO LTG NICKE;tSO~J :::3 III r'~AF DM:A~jG RV;~ 
ZEt:] 
S ~ C ~ Z T ACD ~12 ~Y:SONLY 
ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE ALR:!ADY 2~CEIVSD A SPOT R::POrtT Oel TH: NVA 5APP::~ 
ATTACK AGAInST COr,jPA~':Y ;:; ~ 4/3 D1FM1TRY, O~',J HILL 285 LA3T NIGH, I lJlOULD 
LIKE TO GIVE YOU A FULL ~U~-DOW~ ON THE ACTION. 
C01'lPANY E /4/3 PJFM1TRY !iAD 8:!::N COM2AT ASSAULTED O~lTO HILL 2::35 
~s ~20 2SS) DUJING TH= MORNI~G OF 2 JANUARY 70 TO seCURE THE HILL 

SO THAT IT COULD DE useD AS A FIRE 3U?PO;\T CAS:: FOR A CO[,,,8I~JED p;ULTI­
BATTALION OP:RATION WITH UNITS OF THE 11TH IUF BD~ AND 4TH ARVN REGT 
IN THE MOU~TAINOUS AREA W~S~ OF FS3 DE28I~. THS COMPA~Y IMMEDIATELY 
ORGA~iIZED ITS DEFCNS2S"CONSISTING GF Tl-1REE-r~A:~ STANDI0JG FI8;HI:JG 
POSITIONS WITH SAND BAGS AN~,EARrH BERMS, AND BY DARK HAD CO~PLETED 

. ITS P:iZPA:iATIONS, TO INCLUDE CLAYr'lORes I~ FRONT OF ZACH POSITION 
AND TlI? FLAR~S. ADV[~S[ WSATH~R CO~DITIONS .HAD PREV[~TED R~3UPPLY 
HELICOPT~R3 F~O~ ~RINGIMG ADDITIO~AL ~EF~NSIV: MATE~I=L SUC~ AS SENSORS, 
SANDEAGS, ·T2IP FLAR!:S A:~D tolOI1TAR Af'j~'~UiHT ION. TH::: COr~PANY '3 FILL!) 
STRENGHT \VAS. 11£ OFFIC2;1S AND [l1EN, I!~CLUDI:~G GUWl [>1O;:HAR .3[CTIOt~ \!lITH 
3 TUBES. THE W[ATHE:1 :::URH~G THE ENTIRE :HGHT \~A5 A ['lIXTUR: OF RAn, 
FOG A:W o;(ISK WINDS. VISIDILITY WAS V:RY LIt~ITED. AT 2345HRS, WITHOUT 
WARNI~G, THE COMPANY RECEIVED A HEAVY AND CONTINUOUS VCLUME 
OF 32MM MO~TAR, RPG, GRENADE AND SMALL ARMS FIRE •. THE MORTAR FIRE 
CAM!: FrlOt:; A ;HDGZ TO THE: NORTH OF :-lILL 225. THE GROUND ATTAC BY AN 
ESTIMATZD :1ZDlFO~C:D :!VA SAPPER COr'~?A:jY OF yp rv:E~J Mi[ FCiOfl THE 
NORTH Ai~D NORTHWZST. THE l.':N~rW HAD [.lOVED BY TEALTH IN THREE PLATOON­
SIZED ELEMENS UP THE BRUSH-COVEReD DRAWS ON THE WEST SIDE OF HILL 
285, HAD SILEtLY CUT THE CAYMORE WIRES AND THEN OPENED FIRE WITH 
AK-50'S, 8-40 ROCKETS,AND CHICOM,HAND GRENADES. THETWO SOUTHERNMOST 

. ATTACKING GROUPS, INCLUDING THE N~A COMPANY COMMNCE~ AND HIS THR~E­
MAN CCH1['lA:~DGROUprJw::RE CUT DOviN BY HEAVY VOLur1EOF f1AYPN -IS, 
AND 79 F'IRE LAD DOWNEY COMANY B. I\IE SAPPER SUCCE;::DElJ Nl..OBS L'JG 
A lING POSITIO~,.KILLING ONE AND, WOYNDIN 

~. 

,',I. 
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they

0403302 ZYH
C6 III MAF
00 USMACV

RECEIVED
C T EYES ONLY

FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
4 JAN P.M.NVA SAPPER ATTACK
1971. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
0 231159Z
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMCAL DIV CHL RVN

1811THTO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG RVN
ZEM
s C R E T ACD C12 EYES ONLY
ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED A SPOT REPORT ON THE NVA SAPPER
ATTACK AGAINST COMPANY B, 4/3 INFANTRY, ON HILL 285 LAST NIGH, I WOULD
LIKE TO GIVE YOU A FULL RUN-DOWN ON THE ACTION.
COMPANY E/4/3 INFANTRY HAD BEEN COMBAT ASSAULTED ONTO HILL 285
(BS 320 285) DURING THE MORNING OF 2 JANUARY 70 TO SECURE THE HILL
SO THAT IT COULD BE USED AS A FIRE SUPPORT BASE FOR A COMBINED MULTI-

BATTALION OPERATION WITH UNITS OF THE 11TH INF SDE AND 4TH ARVN REGT
IN THE MOUNTAINOUS AREA WEST. OF FSB DEBBIE. THE COMPANY IMMEDIATELY
ORGANIZED ITS DEFENSES, CONSISTING OF THREE -MAN STANDING FIGHTING
POSITIONS WITH SAND BAGS AND EARTH BERMS, AND BY DARK HAD COMPLETED
ITS PREPARATIONS, TO INCLUDE CLAYMORES IN FRONT OF EACH POSITION

AND TRIP FLARES. ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS HAD PREVENTED RESUPPLY
HELICOPTERS FROM BRINGING ADDITIONAL DEFENSIVE MATERIEL SUCH AS SENSORS,
SANDEAGS, TRIP FLARES AND MORTAR AMMUNITION. THE COMPANY'S FIELD
STRENGHT WAS 118 OFFICERS AND MEN, INCLUDING S1MM MORTAR SECTION WITH
3 TUBES. THE WEATHER DURING THE ENTIRE NIGHT WAS A MIXTURE OF RAIN,
FOG AND BRISK WINDS. VISIDILITY WAS VERY LIMITED. AT 2345HRS, WITHOUT

WARNING, THE COMPANY RECEIVED A HEAVY AND CONTINUOUS VOLUME
OF 32MM MORTAR, RPG, GRENADE AND SMALL ARMS FIRE. THE MORTAR FIRE
CAME FROM A RIDGE TO THE NORTH OF HILL 285. THE GROUND ATTAC BY AN
ESTIMATED REINFORCED NVA SAPPER COMPANY OF YP MEN AME FROM THE
NORTH AND NORTHWEST. THE ENEMY HAD MOVED BY TEALIH IN THREE PLATOON -

SIZED ELEMENS UP THE BRUSH-COVERED DRAWS ON THE WEST SIDE OF HILL
285, HAD SILETLY CUT THE CAYMORE WIRES AND THEN OPENED FIRE WITH

AK-50'S, B-40 ROCKETS, AND CHICOM HAND GRENADES. THETWO SOUTHERNMOST
ATTACKING GROUPS, INCLUDING THE NVA COMPANY COMMNDER AND HIS THREE-
MAN COMMAND GROUPN WERE CUT DOWN BY HEAVY VOLUMEOF MAYPN -IS,
AND M-79 FIRE LAD DOWNBY COMANY B. NE SAPPER SUCCEEDED N LOBBING

INTO ONE FIGTING POSITION, KILLING ONE AND WOUNDING TWOA
THE ADJACENT POSITION. THE NORTHBE
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$ltIi~Ei)' II ",~·1Clll~. Oft, ,,' 
,trftB .. 4'(;'S'~f1l) GlIEliP.!!D£I.'f'fl 

PER IM.:.ER lOP:KD Ti1'<"ffl" e~~~Mb.L,.t'Gf~ , 
ARTILLERY FOWARD 03SSRVER AS HE OVEC A~AINST H • 
A 8COMPAN PLATO~ LEA DR AND IS RTO ELI~I~TE~ T~3 NVA FORCE. 
FOLLO\vH~G THE HEAVY INITIAL E!\l~:MY cOtHACT, THE E~JE!flY STUBBOjiNLY CON­
TINUED T:-{[ CHOU~l: ATTACK O:~ lH:::: WEST 3IDE 'OF THE PERIMETER, E~VGAGING. 
THE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS WITH Sf'iALL AH015 A::D HArH~ G::{ENADES UN TU", 03~"'\k 

,liQ.I.!RS; 0 NlZl...A2G:iSAPPER WITH A BlHmf:fGEDHE.A,U~N.D_IQUHrUQ.UEL GN.:HIS,,2r 
LEG WAS KILLED ON THENO~Trl2AST E~G: OF T~I PC~IMET=~·AS HE ATTEMPtED. 
TO EXIT fl,T THAT SDU::? T:i:::OUG:iOUT THE FOUR HOUR ACTION THE ENE[\]Y 
ATTEMPTED TO RZCOVE~ HIS DEAD AND WAS CUT DOW~ BY GUNSHIPS, ARTILLERY, 
AND ~ORTA~ FI~[. A SWEEP OF THE A~EA AT FIRST DAYLIGHT REVEALED 

NUMEROUS DRAG ,MARKS WHERE BODIES HAD BEN PULLED DOWN THE 
WOODED SLOPES. 
THE RJISULTS OF THE.~A-CT10N WERE 29 NVA KIl,..LED" ItH~LUDING HIE C014PA~¥-~ 

__ ~O ~~lf~ ~JQ~R~ NO~~Et T_l:-!A~J_ ~N2 J.hAI20J!l:~AQEcR_L..al~IL3h!.E,,- .E..Q~L.01flING.~,"",--::::--""",,-,,~~ 
MA.TERIEL 'CA?TUF,C:;: L:i AK-50, i'uLOlNG 310GKRIFLES.; .LRP.G....~.2.l;nTl-! 
8-43 ROCK::TS; 1 t;;-lS ;lIFL,]:; 7J-75 c::rcor;; GRENAD[S, 1~03T Of WHICH 
I,yE;:{E THE SMALL PINEAPPLE TY?E; 1 9l'~~~ PI3TO'L; 1 CO¥;PLETE: MCDICAL KIT 
ANJ 13 FULL AK ~AGAZINES. FRIENDLY LOSSZS WERE 7 KILLED AND 11 
wO U 1 .. j!);:: D ::. V A C • . 
I ESTIMAT~ THAT ENEMY L05S~S rAY HAV~ C=~~AS HIGH A3 4Z-Sl 

KI LLr::r.:' • 
IT IS SIG~IFICANT THAT T~IS WAS A FI~ST CLASS NVA U~IT, W~ICH REACTED 
IMMEDIATELY TO OU:\ ?;~~S=~1CS 1:'-] nI: A;;:=A .:Vi=:RY NVA WO:Y \vA3 ;;2:832[­
IN ~EW KHAKI JACKET A~DSHO~TS, SILK SCA~F AND LEATH~R 8:LT WITH 
GRENADE AND FI~ST AID POUCHES. AVERA~~ AGZ A?P[A2:~ TO 2E 12 CR 19. 
ALL W;:~;= ,S1,=-,O':G M,D WELL-F=D. A DOCU!~::NT FOU;0S 0;) 0:')£ PLATOG0J LEADER 
INDICATES THAT THIS f'}AY ~-!AVE 0::':Z~,] A SA??E:R GATTALION SUPP(;RTr:~:J 
THE 22rlD nVA r::5T. T~i;: LL::2T) 3\J HAS RSC.~NTLY BEEN REPO:1:T[D n 

THIS AREA, WITH THE MISSION OF ATTACKI~~ ALLI:~ UNITS PRIOR 
TO TET. T'iIS IS THE THIR::; ATTACK OF CO;·lPM1Y o,-t LA;:;GZR 2T;:(L~;GTn 
AGAI~ST AME~ICAL A~D 2D ARVM CIVISIO~ U~IT3 WITHI~ TH: PAST 
WEEK. TH= 3A?P:~ ATTACK AGAI~ST THE ~IG~T JEF=NSIV~ 
?C.3ITIO:) OF co A, 2/1 I'lF.' ON 31 D::C:::~'~;::,[;; lA/A:] :STE1AT:S Ie ;:;,: Dj<' 
CO.·i?A :;Y 3T:11=:·]~~nl A~:2 ';\JAS EXr::CUT':":: 
A3 A S;:;CU:lJ ACTI:J:l wITHOUT USE OF SUP?O;:(TPJG ~'i02TAr: FI2:. 1:1 r:-ns 
CAS: nn;: US cor·1PA:,lY COr~!'1ANDEa WAS ~Jor ALZ.::1T A~)i) DID ~lOT,CC:;;?LY ~'lITH 
I~STRUCTIOMS. MOVEMENT HA[ E~~~ ~~?O;:;TED EARLIEH IN 1HZ EVE~I~G 
AND HE DID Nor FOLLOW THROUGH O~ THIS R~PORT,NOR DID HE REPORT THE 
I~CI~[~T TO HIS B~. AT THE TIME OF THE ATTACK APPROXIMATELY 5~ 
?::-;, C;E~:T OF HIS ::i['lW;:;::C A"20VE G80ml') SL«::E?I~!G cr-; \'}AT8:-:I':C:" :::U1 :~OT 

IN THr::I~ ilOL:S. D_SEECIFIC WSTRUCTIONS THtlT -ALL 'MEN ,WOULD BE 
T DEFENSIVE POSlTi1lN~G&:' " Er'1EN 

DECLASSIFIED 

J 
I 
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SUCCEEDED IR KICKING OUT A TREE-MAN FIRETTSA ER FYAT
POLITION WITH B-40°S AND GRENADES. SIX SAPPERS MOVED INSIDE
PERIMETER TOARD TH TOP 0 THE MLL, ENGAGING AND KILLING THE
ARTILLERY FOWARD OBSERVER AS OVED AGAINST HEM. A QUICK REACTOR
A BCOMPAN PLATON LEADR AND IS RTO ELIMINTED THIS NVA FORCE.
FOLLOWING THE HEAVY INITIAL ENEMY CONTACT, THE ENEMY STUBBORNLY CON-
TINUED THE GROUND ATTACK ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE PERIMETER, ENGAGING
THE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS WITH SMALL ARMS AND HAND GRENADES UNTIL 0325
HOURS ; ONE LARGE SAPPER WITH A BANDAGED HEAD AND TOURNIQUET ON HIS
LEG WAS KILLED ON THE NORTHEAST EDGE OF THE PERIMETER AS HE ATTEMPTED
TO EXIT AT THAT HOUR. THROUGHOUT THE FOUR HOUR ACTION THE ENEMY
ATTEMPTED TO RECOVER HIS DEAD AND WAS CUT DOWN BY GUNSHIPS, ARTILLERY,
AND MORTAR FIRE. A SWEEP OF THE AREA AT FIRST DAYLIGHT REVEALED

NUMEROUS DRAG MARKS WHERE BODIES HAD BEN PULLED DOWN THE
WOODED SLOPES.
THE RESULTS OF THE ACTION WERE 29 NVA KILLED, INCLUDING THE COMPANY
COMMANDER AND AT LEAST ONE PLATOON LEADER, AND THE FOLLOWING
MATERIEL CAPTURED: 12 AK-52, FOLDING STOCK RIFLES; I.RPG-2 WITH 2
B-43 ROCKETS; 1 M-15 RIFLE; 70-75 CHICOM GRENADES, MO ST OF WHICH
WERE THE SMALL PINEAPPLE TYPE; 1 9MM PISTOL; 1 COMPLETE MEDICAL KIT
AND 13 FULL AK MAGAZINES. FRIENDLY LOSSES WERE 7 KILLED AND 11
WOUNDED EVAC.
I ESTIMATE THAT ENEMY LOSSES MAY HAVE BEEN AS HIGH AS 45-52

KILLED.
IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT THIS WAS A FIRST CLASS NVA UNIT, WHICH REACTED
IMMEDIATELY TO OUR PRESENCE IN THE AKIA. EVERY NVA BODY WAS DRESSED
IN NEW KHAKI JACKET AND SHORTS, SILK SCARF AND LEATHER BELI WITH
GRENADE AND FIRST AID POUCHES. AVERAGE AGE APPEARED TO BE 18 CR 19.
ALL WERE STRONG AND WELL-FED. A DOCUMENT FOUND ON ONE PLATOON LEADER
INDICATES THAT THIS MAY HAVE BEEN A SAPPER BATTALION SUPPORTING
THE 22ND NVA REGT. THE 432ND BN HAS RECENTLY BEEN REPORTED IN

THIS AREA, WITH THE MISSION OF ATTACKING ALLIED UNITS PRIOR
TO TET. THIS IS THE THIRD ATTACK OF COMPANY OR LARGER STRENGTH
AGAINST AMERICAL AND 2D ARVN DIVISION UNITS WITHIN THE PAST
WEEK. THE SAPPER ATTACK AGAINST THE NIGHT DEFENSIVE
POSITION OF CO A, 2/1 INF ON 31 DECEMBER WAS ESTIMATED IC BE OF
COMPANY STRENGTH AND WAS EXECUTED
AS A GROUND ACTION WITHOUT USE OF SUPPORTING MORTAR FIRE. IN THIS
CASE THE US COMPANY COMMANDER WAS NOT ALERT AND DID NOT COMPLY WITH
INSTRUCTIONS. MO VEMENT HAD BEEN REPORTED EARLIER IN THE EVENING
AND HE DID NOT FOLLOW THROUGH ON THIS REPORT NOR DID HE REPORT THE
INCIDENT TO HIS BN. AI THE TIME OF THE ATTACK APPROXIMATELY 50
PER CENT OF HIS MEN WERE ABOVE GROUND SLEEPING OR WATCHING, OUT NOT

THEIR HOLES. HE HAD SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS THAT ALL MEN WOULD BEIN
IN A NIGHT DEFENSIVE POSITION REGARDLESS OF THE ELEMENTSGROUND

THE COMPANY S BEING

#2
14

DECLASSIFIED



ssa ]CTC: ~:LIV~~ I~r~SIAT~LY 
,900 

('. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

THIS M~SSAGE REQUIRES AeeOUNTABL1TY 
COpy Z, OF' 8 COPIES 

"r.' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

THE ATTACK BY 48TH LOCAL FORCE 3.N ELEMENTS AGAINST THE 4TH DR, STH
ARVN REGT ON 30 DECEMBER WAS PRINCIPALLY A STAND-OFF ATTACK WITH NO
ATTEMPT TO ASSAULT THE DEFENSIVE PORIMETER
I HAVE HAD CRIGADIER GENERAL DONALDSON WORKING ALL DAY WITH COMMANDE
AND KEY STAFF OFFICERS CONCERNED III AN ATTEMPT TO COME UP WITH LES
LEARNED RECARDING THESE 3 ATTACKS. THE MCST SIGNIFICANT POINT IS TH
ALL ATTACKS WERE WILL-PLANNID, WELL -CCORDINATID AND WELL-EXECUTED,-

WHICH MEANS TO THAT WE CAN EXPECT MORT SUCH ATTACKS. ACCORDINGLY
HAVE ADVISED MY COMMANDERS OF CACH OF THESE ACTIONS AND HAVE IN-I

STRUCTED THEM TO TAKE EVERY PRECAUTION PRACTICALLE TO PREVENT SAPPER
ATTACKS.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
900

THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABLITY

2 8COPY OF COPIES

NNNN
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UNCLAS EFT 0 /EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN 
NICKERSON 
INFORMAtION ON ALLEGED INCIDENT 
A. COMUSMACV MSG CITE MAC 12165 EYES ONLY DTG 12l21049Z 
JAN 70 
1. NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THIS HQS TO SUBSTANTIATE 
ALLEGATION REFERRED TO IN'REF A.NONE OF THREE SITES 
CONTAINED IN REF A WERE IN AO OF, NAMED OPERATIONS ON 
13 JAN 1969. 

'2. SITE AT BS 7812183121 IS ONE KM NORTH OF THE NORTHERN 
BOUNDARY OF OPERATION RUSSELL BEACH WHICH BEGAN ON 13 
JAf~ 1969. SITE IS ON THE FAR SIDE Of MOUTH OF BA ,TO 
RIVtR; NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE RUSSELL BEACH UNITS 
OPERATED OUTSIDE OF ASSIGNED AREA. RUSSELL BEACH 
CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 13 JAi~ 1969 SHOWED FOUR EMEMY KIA. 
TOTAL ENEMY KILLS FOR JANUARY [969 IN RUSSELL BEACH 
WERE 87. 
3. SITE AT BS 576357 IS 30 KM'FROM COAST NEAR SA TO 
CI DG CAMP. 0 N 13 JAN 1969' NEAREST OPERAT 10 N WA S VERNON 
LAKE II. NEAREST VERNON LAKE II BOUNDARY WAS APPROX 20 
KM FROM SITE. OPERATION VERNON LAKE II REPORTED ONE 
ENEMY KIA ON 13 JAN 1969 AND 121 KILLED FOR ENTIRE 
MONTH. 
4. SITE AT YD 450595 IS ON COAST TEN KM EAST OF QUANG 
TRI CITY. THERE WERE NO NAMED OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA 
ON 13 JAN 1969. 
5. SA LONG VALLEY IN QUANG lRI PROVINCE HAS BEEN SCENE 
OF'SEVERAL OPERATIONS, HOWEVE~ THE CLOSEST OPERATION TO 
THIS AREA ON 13 JAN 1969 WAS KENTUCKY. NEAREST BOQNDARY 
OF OPERATION KENTUCKY TO BA LONG VALLEY WAS 12 KM. 
OPERATION KENTUCKY RECORDS SHOWS NO ENEMY KIA REPORTED 
ON 13 JAN 1969 AND 42 REPORTED FOR ENTIRE MONTH. 
6. WARM REGARDS. 
240 
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P 05095 0Z ZFF - 1 ZFF
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 /EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
INFORMATION ON ALLEGED INCIDENT
A. COMUSMACV MSG CITE MAC 065 EYES ONLY DTG 021049Z
JAN 70
1. NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THIS HQS TO SUBSTANTIATE
ALLEGATION REFERRED TO IN REF A. NONE OF THREE SITES
CONTAINED IN REF A WERE IN AO OF NAMED OPERATIONS ON
13 JAN 1969.
2. SITE AT BS 780830 IS ONE KM NORTH OF THE NORTHERN
BOUNDARY OF OPERATION RUSSELL BEACH WHICH BEGAN ON 13
JAN 1969. SITE IS ON THE FAR SIDE OF MOUTH OF BA TO
RIVER; NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE RUSSELL BEACH UNITS
OPERATED OUTSIDE OF ASSIGNED AREA. RUSSELL BEACH
CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 13 JAN 1969 SHOWED FOUR ENEMY KIA.
TOTAL ENEMY KILLS FOR JANUARY 1969 IN RUSSELL BEACH
WERE 87.
3. SITE AT BS 576357 IS 30 KM FROM COAST NEAR BA TO
CIDG CAMP. ON 13 JAN 1969 NEAREST OPERATION WAS VERNON
LAKE II. NEAREST VERNON LAKE II BOUNDARY WAS APPROX 20
KM FROM SITE. OPERATION VERNON LAKE II REPORTED ONE
ENEMY KIA ON 13 JAN 1969 AND 121 KILLED FOR ENTIRE
MONTH.
4. SITE AT YD 450595 IS ON COAST TEN KM EAST OF QUANG
TRI CITY. THERE WERE NO NAMED OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA

3>ON 13 JAN 1969.
5. BA LONG VALLEY IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE HAS BEEN SCENE
OF SEVERAL OPERATIONS, HOWEVER THE CLOSEST OPERATION TO
THIS AREA ON 13 JAN 1969 WAS KENTUCKY. NEAREST BOUNDARY
OF OPERATION KENTUCKY TO BA LONG VALLEY WAS 12 KM.
OPERATION KENTUCKY RECORDS SHOWS NO ENEMY KIA REPORTED
ON 13 JAN 1969 AND 42 REPORTED FOR ENTIRE MONTH.
6. WARM REGARDS.
240
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TOP SECRET

OTTTZYUU RHMMAFA0644 0060954-ITIT-ORUHHFMA.
ZNY TTTTI

LIMDIS

0 0609542 JAN 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
TCOPSECRE I/LIMDIS/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM
LIGEN NICKERSON DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS SECTION 1 OF 2
FORCE PLANNING
A. CG FMFPAC 3.12.12.1Z DEC 69 (TS/LD)SPECAT/MCE0)
1. THIS MESSAGE RESPONDS TO REF WHICH REQUESTED COMMENTS/RE.COM
MENDATIONS REGARDING PROPOSED COMPOSITION OF 10.8K MAB.
2. MAB STRUCTURE BASED ON FOLLOWING ASSUMPTIONS:

A. THE MAB WILL BE EMPLOYED PRIMARILY IN THE LOWLANDS OF QUANG
NAM PROVINCE AND/OR IN AREAS WHERE SURFACE LOC°S ARE AVAILABLE.
SUSTAINED OPERATIONS SUPPORTED EXCLUSIVELY BY HELICOPTER ARE NOT
ENVISAGED.

B. AN AMPHIBIOUS SURFACE ASSAULT CAPABILITY IS NOT REQUIRED.
C. AIR OPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED FROM BOTH DANANG AIRFIELD

AND MARBLE MOUNTAIN.
D. THE MAB WILL BE AN INDEPENDENT UNISERVICE UNIT UNDER THE OPERA-

TIONAL CONTROL OF A. U.S. ARMY CORPS HEADQUARTERS AND THE ADMINISTRA-

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0644 LOPSECRE I/LIMOIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
TIVE CONTROL OF CG, FMFPAC.

E. HEADQUARTERS AND BASE AREA FACILITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE AND
WILL NOT REQUIRE EXTENSIVE IMPROVEMENT.

F. COMMUNICATION SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS BEYOND THE CAPABILITIES
OF UNITS ORGANIC TO THE MAB WILL BE PROVIDED BY ARMY FORCES.

G. DURATION OF EMPLOYMENT OF THE MAB IN VIETNAM WILL BE ABOUT
ONE YEAR.

H. SUPPLY SUPPORT WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE 3D FSR IN OKINAWA IN
RESPONSE TO REQUISITIONS SUBMITTED BY MAB UNITS. THE LSG WILL MAINO
TAIN MINIMUM STOCKS FOR BACK UP. OF SHOP STORES AT THE MAINTENANCE
ACTIVITY.

I. DELIVERY OF ALL CLASSES OF SUPPLY WILL BE MADE BY THE LSG ON
SURFACE LOC S ON A PERIODIC BASIS, TO ORGANIC ACCOUNTS IN THE DANANG
TAOR. ONLY EMERGENCY AIR DELIVERY TO BE PROVIDED.

J. MAINTENANCE AT THE LSG WILL BE LIMITED TO 3D ECHELON.
UTILIZING 3D FSR AS A BACK UP. WITH RAPID REPAIR PROGRAM. A MINIMUM
MAINTENANCE FLOAT WILL BE ON HAND AND AVAILABLE ALONG WITH A SMALL
SECONDARY REPARABLE FLOAT FACILITY.

K. BASE FACILITY SUPPORT WILL BE PROVIDED BY PUBLIC WORKS, OR
OTHER DESIGNATED ACTIVITY.

PAGE / OF 4 PAGES
2 3COPY TOP SECRETOF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0644 C. T/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
L. SUPPORT FROM EITHER ARMY OR NAVY WILL BE OBTAINED WHERE

POSSIBLE FOR SUCH SERVICES AS BAKERY, ICE, TRASH COLLECTION, PRO-
CUREMENT AND CONTRACTING, POST EXCHANGE, SPECIAL SERVICES, FIRE
PROTECTION, BRIG OPERATIONS, AND MEDICAL AND DENTAL SERVICES.
3. MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE:

LIMOIS

A. COMMAND ELEMENT:
390MAB HQ & HQ CO
136DET RAD BN. FMF
161ST CI TM, FMF

3D IT TM, FMF 11
9TH IT TM, FMF 11

61ST INTERP TM
92D SSCT

COMM SPT CO CREIN), 5TH COMM BN, FMF235
814TOTAL

B. GROUND ELEMENTS:
3,7971ST MARINE REGIMENT
7421ST BN (REIN), 11TH MAR
8600DS ARTY BN
(72)DET KQ BTRY, 11TH MAR

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0644 TOPSECRE T/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
A BTRY (REIN), 4TH BNa 11TH MAR 120
1ST 8th HOW BTRY (SP), FMF 226
IST 175MM GUN BTRY, FMF 171
A CO (REIN)., 1ST ENGR BN 238
CO A (REIN), 1ST RECOH BN 142
DET, 1ST FORCE RECON co, FMF 30
A CO, 1ST MT BN 85
A CO (REIN), IST TAWK BN. FHF 129

TOTAL 5,680
C. AVIATION ELEMENT:

1,447MAG-11
(327)H&MS-11
(34)VMA - IMA
(69)VMACAW) - IMA
(53)DET VMO-2 (4/0V.10)
(450)MABS-11
(219)VMA-311
(295)VMACAW)-242
1,372MAG-16
(262)H&MS-16

PAGE 20F 4 PAGES
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA0644 COPSECR ET/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
HMM . IMA (21)
HML - IMA (29)

LIMDIS

DET HNH-463 (6/CH-53) (88)
(370)MABS-16
(68)MATCU-68
(237)HMM-263

HML-167 (12/UH-IE, 18/AK-1) (297)
68MASS-3 (c)
(36)DASC
(32)ASRT (2)

TOTAL 2,887
D. COMBAT SERVICES

DET. IST SVC BN 63
527DET, IST FSR

PLT, CO As 7TH ENGR BN, FMF 32
SHORE PARTY CO, 1ST SP BN 67
COL & CLEAR CO2 1ST MED BN 25
A CO, 1ST MP BN, FMF 121

TOTAL 1,493
GRAND TOTAL 10,784

PAGE SIX RHMMAFAD644 T OPSECRE IVLIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
4. UNITS STRENGTHS ARE M SERIES T/O OR FUNCTIONAL T/O BLOCKS If
CASE OF DETACHMENTS. HO CO IS T/O M-21.17. MAB HEADQUARTERS IS
9TH MAB T/O M-2116, LESS SLF COMPONENTS, WITH FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL
85 SPACES:

A. G-1 SECTION: 61 SPACES FOR AWARDS, CASUALTY REPORTING,
CAREER ADVIS ORY, CLUBS AND EXCHANGES.

B. G-2 SECTION: 15 SPACES FOR OPERATI ONAL INTELLIGENCE, PH OTO
IMAGERY, GROUND SURVEILLANCE, SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE AND C1 UNITS.

C. G-3, Go4 AND G-3 SECTIONS: 3 SPACES EACH FOR A TOTAL OF 9.
5. THE GROUND ELEMENT OF THE MAB HAS BEEN DESIGNED TO MEET SPECIAL
REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATING IN VIETNAM. THE RLT INCLUDES A 175MM
GUN BATTERY AND THE HEADQUARTERS BATTERY OF THE D/S ARTILLERY
BATTALION HAS BEEN REINFORCED TO INCLUDE METRO, SURVEY, CMR,
CHRONOGRAPH, AND IOD CAPABILITIES. A TOTAL OF 49 SPACES HAVE BEEN
ADDED TO THE BATTERY. THE ENGINEER ELEMENT OF THE RLT IS HEAVILY
REINFORCED, BUT ENGINEER COMPANY CONTAINED IN THE LSG PROPOSED BY
REF A HAS BEEN REDUCED TO A PLATOON IN OUR SUBIISSION.
6. THE PROPOSED AVIATION PACKAGE CONTAINS TWO GROUPS, ONE FIXED
WING AND ONE HELICOPTER. THIS ORGANIZATION IS CONSIDERED NECESSARY
DUE TO THE REQUIREMENT TO OPERATE EIGHT DIFFERENT TYPES OF AIRCRAFT
BT
0644

PAGE 30F 4PAGES
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OTTIZYUW RHMMAFA0646 09609540ITIIOORUHHFMA.
ZNY TTITT

LIMDIS

0 0609542 JAN 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNNFMA/CG FMFPAC
BI
T: PSEC E IPLIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/EYES CILY/FOR LIGEN BUSE
FROM LIGEN HICKERSON DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS SECTION 2 OF 2
FROM TWO DIFFERENT AIRFIELDS. THE FIXED WING PACKAGE IS ADEQUATE
TO SUPPORT THE REMAINING GROUND UNITS AND IS BASED ON THE EASE OF

MAINTENANCE OF THE A4E AND THE POWER PLANT COMPATIBILITY OF THE
Ad AND A6. THE HELICOPTER PACKAGE PROVIDES FOR THE ASSAULT SUPPORT
OF THE GROUND PACKAGE AND COVERS THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF FUNCTIONS
PERFORMED BY HELICOPTERS. THE RETENTION OF THE AH-15 PROVIDES Q
HIGH ORDER OF FIRE POWER IN SUPPORT OF GROUND UNITS. THE PROPOSED
STRUCTURE OF THE FIXED WING GROUP DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR EXTERNAL
SECURITY FORCES OR SERVICES SUCH AS CLUBS, PX°S, ETC. THE PROPOSED
STRUCTURE OF THE HELICOPIER GROUP IS BASED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT
IT WILL BE A TENANT ACTIVITY A.T. MMAF AND NOT REQUIRED TO PROVIDE
EXTERNAL SECURITY OR AIRFIELD SERVICES.
To THE PROVISIONAL LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP HAS BEEN DEVELOPED AROUND

SERVICE BATTALION ORGANIZATION TO. PROVIDE COMMAND AND CONTROL.&

PAGE THO RHMNAFA0646 E T/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
AND AUGMENTED BY THOSE FORCE SERVICE REGIMENT ORGANIZATIONS REQUIRED
TO ACCOMPLISH THE IN-COUNTRY MISSIONS THE SUPPLY COMPANY IN SERVICE
BATTALION HAS BEEN REDUCED, RECOGNIZING THE UTILIZATION OF THE STOCK
ACCOUNT IN THE 3D FSR AS. A SOURCE OF :SUPPLY SUPPORT, AND NO MAJOR
STOCK ACCOUNT FUNCTION IS CONTEMPLATED. FURTHER, OTHER STRENGTHS
HAVE BEEN REDUCED IN RECOGNITI ON OF THE EXISTENCE OF OTHER IND
COUNTRY SERVICE SUPPORT OF RATIONS, FUEL AND AMMUNITION.
80 THE UNIT DESIGNATIONS: PARTICULARLY IN THE CASE OF THE 1ST MARDIV
UNITS, ARE VERY TENTATIVE AND ARE DEPENDENT ON OTHER ONGOING
PLANNING.
90 THE RECOMMENDED COMPOSITION OF TIME LOGISTIC ROLL OUR FORCE WILL
BE THE SUBJECT OF A SEPARATE MESSAGE-
10. I RECOMMEND THAT MAB CONTAINED IN PARA 3 BE USED FOR PLANNING

REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0646
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S.E CRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DULAKI
ACTI ON AT FSB ROSS ON 506 JAN (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
so DETAILED REPORT ON THE ACTIONS AT FSB ROSS ON THE NI GHT OF
5-6 JAN HAVE BEEN FORWARDED VIA COC CHANNELS THE FOLLOWING
ADDITIONAL REPORT HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM MAJGEN WHEELER QU are
Do IN FURTHERANCE OF MY INITIAL REPORT CONCERNING THE ACTION AI
FSB ROSS ON SJAN70, AND IN ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTIONS, THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED:
Ao THERE WERE TWO LPS AND ONE PATROL CONDUCTED BY 107 PERSONNEL
DURING THE NIGHT OF 506 JAN. THE PATROL OF REINFORCED SQUAD SIZE
PATROLLED AROUND THE FSB AT A DISTANCE OF ABOUT 500 METERS BUT
RETURNED EARLY EVENING OF SJAN. THE TWO LPS WERE PLACED OUTSIDE
THE PERIMETER ABOUT 50 METERS, ONE TO THE NORTH AND ONE TO THE
EAST. AS AN AUGMENTATI ON TO THIS SECURITY, THE P.F UNITS WORKING
OUT OF DISTRICT HDQTS AND IN ROUTINE COORDINATION WITH 1/9 HAD
6 AMBUSHES OUT TO THE WEST, EAST, AND.SOUTHEAST OF FSB ROSS.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0691 S. E CR E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
A NOD AND STARLIGHT SCOPES WERE IN USE FROM INSIDE THE PERIMETER
BUT VISIBILITY WAS RESTRICTED DUE TO WEATHER. I CONSIDER THIS
INSUFFICIENT SECURITY FOR A BASE OF THIS SIZE AND UNWARRANTED
RELIANCE ON EXTERNAL FORCES NOT UNDER 1/7 CONTROL.
B. CHANGES IN COMMAND STRUCTURE OF 1/7 ARE PLANNED AS FOLLOWS :

THE BATTALION COMMANDER, PRESENTLY ON R&R WILL BE RELIEVED BY
LICOL COOPER ON. OR ABOUT 15 JAN. UPON ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND 9

LICOL COOPER WILL BE APPRISED BY ME OF THE PERFORMANCE OF THE
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, MAJOR JORDAN WHO SERVED IN THE CAPACITY OF
ACTING CO DURING SUBJECT ENGAGEMENT:, AS WILL LICOL CLARK UPON
HIS RETURN. IN THE MEANTIME LICOL MC CLINTOCK, EXECO 7TH MARINES,
HAS BEEN SENT TO RELIEVE MAI JORDAN.
Co THE LATEST COUNT ON ENEMY CASUALTIES AND WEAPONS CAPTURED
DURING THIS ACTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:
38 ENEMY KIA
11 AK-47
5 RPG LAUNCHERS
4: RPG ROUNDS
30 SATCHEL CHARGES
216 CHICOM GRENADES
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PAGE THREE RHMNAFAE691 SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
4 BANGALORES
UNQU OTE

FRIENDLY CASUALTIES ARE AS FOLLOWS: A3KIA8 ALWAACED:20
HIASMINOR). MATERIAL DAMAGE AS FOLLOWS: CMR DAMAGED; 223

TRUCKS MAJOR DAMAGE; 3 HUTS DESTROYED: D 106MM HIFLE DAMAGED o

30 GENERAL NICKERSON IS NEITHER SATISFIED WITH THE CONDUCT OF

FRIENDLY ACTIONS THAT NIGHT NOR WITH THE REPORTS RECEIVED
GP-4
BT
069 I
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TO COMUSMRCV 
ZEf'I} 
SEC R ~ I/EYES ONLY FOR GENiRAL ABRAMS FROM LIGEN 
NICKERSON 
A::TION AT FSB ROSS ON 5-6JAN 
1. DETAILED R£POK! ON THE. ACT IONS· AT FSB ROSS ON THE 
NIGHT OF 5 -6JAN HAVE BiEN FORWARDED VIA COC CHANNELS. 
1HE FOLLmONG ADDITIONAL R2POitT HAS i3i:..EN RECEIVED FROM 
MAJ GEN WHEELER. 
QUar E . 
I. IN I' UKT HERA NCE OF MY IN II IAL REPORT CONCER NI ~G THE 
ACTION AI FSB ROSS ON 6JAN70, AND IN ANSWiR TO YOUR 
QUESTIONS, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED: 
A. THEKE \vERE T\vO LPS AND ONE PATROL CONDUCTED BY 1/7 
PERSONNEL DURING THi NIGHT OF 5-6JAN. THE PATROL OF 
REINFOHCED SQUAD SIZl:: PATROLLiD AROUND THE FSB AT A 
DISTIHJCEOF ABOUT 500 MET~RS BUT Rl:':TURNED EARLY EVENING 
OF 5 JAN. 'fHi TWO LPS WER2 PLACt:S OUTSIDE THE PERIMETER 
ABOUT 50 METERS, O{~C: TO TH';; NORTH AND .ONE TO THE EAST. 
AS AN AUGMENTATION TO THIS SECURITY, THE: PF' UNITS 
ItJORKING OUT OF DISTRICT HDQTS AND IN ROUTINE COORDINA-
T iON WITH 117 HAD 6 AMBUSHES OUT TOT HE WEST, EAST ~ AND 
SOurHEAST OF' FS:3 ROSS. A NOD AND STARLIGHT SCOPES ~1ERE 
IN U:E FROMINSIDc': THE PERIM~TE.R BUT VISIBILITY WAS 
RESTRICTED DUE TO Wi:ATHt:.:R. I CONSID2R THIS INSUFFICIENT 
SECURITY FOre A BASE OF THIS SIZE AND UNWARRANTED RELIANCE 
Q'J EXTERNAL FORCES NOT UNDER 117 CONTHOL. ' 
e. CHANGES' IN COMMAND STRUCTURE OF 1/7 ARE PLANNED AS 
FOLLOWSg THt BAlTI-\LION cotvJMANDER, PRESENTLY ON R&R, WILL 
EE REL IEVED BY LTCOL COOPER ON OR ABOUT 15JAN. UPON 
ASSUMPTION OF COMt1AND, LTCOL COOPER tVlLL BE APPRISED BY 
evE OF THE -PERFORMANCt!: OF THt:. EXt:CUTIVE: OFFICER, MAJOR 
JORDAN WHO SERVED IN THe. CAPACITY OF ACT ING CO DURING 
SUBJi'.:CT ENGAGEfVJ2:N"i.', AS lOLL LTCOL CLARK UPON HIS RETURN. 
IN THE t1t:ANT HIE LTCOL MC CLINTOCK, EXECO 7TH MARINES, 
HAS BEEN SENT 'f0 Rt:LliV~ MAJ JORDAN. • 
C THE LATEST COUNT ON EN~MY CASUALTIES AND WEAPONS 
O-IPf UKED DUKING -{HIS ACT ION ARE AS FOLLOt1S: 
38 ENEMY KIA 
11 AK-47 
5.RPG LAUNCHERS 
4 RPG ROUNDS 
30 SAT GH?::LCR.:~:m!2S 
8 & CHI c: Of·1 G.-.: c: fJ :-: D_ S 
4 S;·d~G·,LO·.i3 
Ud QUOT i 
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FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM

E E T/EYES ONLY FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 5 -- JJAN
1. DETAILED REPORT ON THE ACTIONS AT FSB ROSS ON THE
NIGHT OF 5-6JAN HAVE BEEN FORWARDED VIA COC CHANNELS.
THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL REPORT HA'S BEEN RECEIVED FROM
MAJGEN WHEELER.
QUOTE
1. IN FURTHERANCE OF MY INITIAL REPORT CONCERNING THE
ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 6JAN70, AND IN ANSWER TO YOUR
QUESTIONS, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED
A. THERE WERE TWO LPS AND ONE PATROL CONDUCTED BY 1/7
PERSONNEL DURING THE NIGHT OF 5-6JAN. THE PATROL OF
RE INFORCED SQUAD SIZE PATROLLED AROUND THE FSB AT A
DISTANCE OF ABOUT 500 METERS BUT RETURNED EARLY EVENING
OF JAN. THE TWO LPS WERE PLACES OUT SIDE THE PERIMETER
ABOUT 50 METERS, ONE TO THE NORTH AND ONE TO THE EAST.
AS AN AUGMENTATION TO THIS SECURITY, THE PF UNITS
WORKING OUT OF DISTRICT HD QT S AND IN ROUTINE COORDINA-
TION WII H 1/7 HAD 6 AMBUSHES OUT TO THE WEST, EAST, AND
SOUTHEAST OF FSB ROSS. A NOD AND STARLIGHT SCOPES WERE
IN USE FROM INSIDE THE PERIMETER BUT VISIBILITY WAS
RESTRICTED DUE TO WEATHER. I CONSIDER THIS INSUFFICIENT
SECURITY FOR A BASE OF THIS SIZE AND UNWARRANTED RELIANCE
QV EXTERNAL FORCES NOT UNDER 1/7 CONTROL.
B. CHANGES IN COMMAND STRUCTURE OF 1/7 ARE PLANNED AS
FOLLOWS: THE BATTALION COMMANDER, PRESENTLY ON R&R, WILL
BE RELIEVED BY LTCOL COO PER ON OR ABOUT 15JAN. UPON
ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND, LTCOL COO PER WILL BE APPRISED BY
ME OF THE PERFORMANCE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER, MAJOR
JORDAN WHO SERVED IN THE CAPACITY OF ACTING CO DURING
SUBJECT ENGAGEMENT, AS WILL LTCOL CLARK UPON HIS RETURN.
IN THE MEANT IME LTCOL MC CLINTOCK, EXECO 7TH MARINES,
HAS BEEN SENT TO RELIEVE MAJ JORDAN.
C. THE LATEST COUNT ON ENEMY CASUALTIES AND WEAPONS
CAPT URED DURING THIS ACTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:
38 ENEMY KIA
11 AK-47
5. RPG LAUNCHERS
4 RPG ROUNDS
30 SAT CHEL CHARGES
a CHICOM GRENADES
4 BANG LOVES
UNQUOTE
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2. FRIENDLY ,CASUALTIi£S AR.:.. AS FOLL01}jS: 13KIA; 4l1JJIACE); 
2) iJItHMINQO. r·1ATERIEl DAMAGr. AS FOllOIJJS: CMR DAMAGED: 
2 "[li\.:CKS MAJOli DA~1AGi; 3 HUTS DESTROYED 9 1 106MM RIFLE 
0.11 [·1 .: G2:D • 
3. f'Jt:EDLESS TO SAY I AM NOT. PLEASED vlITH 'fHE 
CONDUCT OF' FiiliNDLY ACTIONS THAT NIGHT. 
t,!;:, ,':'1 {\ E GAriD S. 
ffil-4 
SSO i~OrE: DElIVi:R IMMEDIATilY 
475 " 
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2. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES AR AS FOLLOWS: 13KIA; 41WIA(E)
23 WIA(MINOR). MATERIEL DAMAGE AS FOLLOWS: CMR DAMAGED:

2 TRUCKS MAJOR DAMAGE; 3 HUT S DESTROYED; 1 106MM RIFLE
DAMAGED.
3. NEEDLESS TO SAY I AM NOT PLEASED WITH THE
CONDUCT OF FRIENDLY ACTIONS THAT NIGHT.
WARM REGARDS.
Q-4
SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
475
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C ON f ,I,D E N'r 1 A L/SPECAI EXCLUSl~E fOR MGEN THRASH!) hAD~ 
ADAMS ON!) BGElIl PAPAL! NO 9 . '. 

__ .. fROM lTGEI\l"liJ-ICKE'RSON (DELIVER DURING ~JORIn:NG !i01JRS~ 
BLUE IUS-BON· D.~FE.NSt.· PANEL U~RDP) \11511." " . 
ftc 'HiE' FOl~OWING' ;llllfO .·lS, r'ROVIDED REGC1JkDXNG BHDP. AREAS 
OF'·EMPHAS'XS.IJ MODUS·OPERA·N[iX ·AND·.QUEstlONS A.5KED8 . . 

A~OURING.·tHEll\!n~~L.>COUR!ES\' CtlllLl THE PANEL HAS,' 
AS1{ED QUESl!ON$ HHICH t~9·UlD· NORMAl.l'!··BE· COVERE.D IN SUB:" 
SE.QUEI\l16Rl~FliNGSo :"';,,:' .-...... " 

.·BolHE ROLES;, RESPONSIBXlH U:S AND. -R!U,A111·ONSHIPS·.,OlO 
UNIFIED COMMANDERS 'A~D SERVICE· COMPONE~I COMMANDERS ·HAVE· 

·BEEN PROBE'O If\( '1'1{; PANELo .... . . , 
Co QUESltXON$ .HAVE. BEEN ;ASKED ON ·.CDMM·~·~D RJblAtI!)No: . 

SHIPS IN' THE ·AREASOF,J .. OGlS!ICS g FIS'CtllL o HltElL!GENCE AND' 
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PAGE HIO 'RHMWAI'A0815C 0 N F· ! D Ie: .~~:.~ x A 1./SPECAt :EXClUSIVE·· FORI 
COMf,1AND AND: CONl'JtOl e • 

·D,,:H OSIS HAVE: BEEN ASHED ··~H!AT WOULD YOU RECOMMEND 
OR LIKE TO ,SE:E 'CHANGED IF YOU "'JERE S!1rtHlG AS A ME~IBER ow 
nas PANEL?'"' , .. '. " .' . 

. 20 ~lHE' PAN[L.~DESiRES1'OHAVE 'il'HE OPP.ORT..!JN!'li'f 10'il'ALI{ 't>HIH 
. COOOPANY··GRADE AND;' [lJOflj'cCOM OFFICERS~Y.OU ARE REGlUE.S!!!:D to . 
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fOR\~ARD YO i.l-lls· }lQ ANY USEfUL 08Sefniern'ONS .00 SU GGEst IONS e 
5.· \~ARM' REG.ARDS.· :...... . ._ . 
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BLUE RIBBON DEFENSE PANEL (BRDP) VISIT
10 THE FOLLOWING INFO IS PROVIDED REGARDING BRDP AREAS
OF EMPHASIS, MODUS OPERANDI AND QUESTIONS ASKED:

Ao DURING THE INITIAL COURIESY CALL THE PANEL HAS
ASKED QUESTIONS WHICH WOULD NORMALLY BE COVERED IN SUB-
SEQUENT BRIEFINGS.

B. THE ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES AND RELATIONSHIPS OF
UNIFIED COMMANDERS AND SERVICE COMPONENT COMMANDERS HAVE
BEEN PROBED BY THE PANEL.

Co QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN ASKED ON COMMAND RELATION-
SHIPS IN THE AREAS OF LOGISTICS, FISCAL, INTELLIGENCE AND

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0875 0 N N-T I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
COMMAND AND CONTROL.

D. HOSTS HAVE BEEN ASKED "WHAT WOULD YOU RECOMMEND
OR LIKE TO SEE CHANGED IF YOU WERE SITTING AS A MEMBER OF
THIS PANEL ?"
2. THE PANEL DESIRES TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO TALK WITH
COMPANY GRADE AND NON-COM OFFICERS. Y.OU ARE REQUESTED TO
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PANEL TO MEET WITH SUCH PERSONNEL
ON AN INFORMAL AND AD HOC BASIS SHOULD THE PANEL EXPRESS THE
DESIRE TO DO SO.
3. THE PANEL IS INTERESTED IN ALL OPERATIONS ACROSS THE
BOARD.
40 UPON COMPLETION OF PANEL VISIT YOU ARE REQUESTED TO
FORWARD TO THIS HQ ANY USEFUL OBSERVATIONS OR SUGGESTIONS.
5. WARM REGARDS
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BLUE RIBBON DEFENSE PANEL VISIT - ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE
1. DURING SUBJECT VISIT MAJOR EFF ORT IS TO BE ON PANEL MEMBERS
TALKING WITH ENLISTED MEN AND NONC OMS, BOTH U.S. AND ARVN AS
PRACTICABLE. THIS SHOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED BY MOVING THE PANEL FROM
UNIT TO UNIT, VISITING AS MANY AS FEASIBLE, MINIMIZING IND OCR

BRIEFINGS AND EMPHASIZING OUTDOOR DISCUSSIONONS.
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1. REF A STATED THAT LJ VIp·! HIMINENT CLOSING OF CUA VIiI 
A ':lATER LOC FOR USE 3YU.S. FORCES, A[~D IN VIEI:!'REDUCTION 
IN USN SPAClS, IT IS CONSIDERED THAT MISSION OF CIF CLEAR~ATER 
BE: RZDEFI:~ED. IN THIS REGARD CONCUR IN COMr'JENTS OF REF B MJD 
REVISED CTF CLEARWATER, MISSION STATED THEREIN. . 
2. WARM REGARDS. 
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A. CONNAVFORV 312331Z DEC 69

THE3. CG XXIV CORPS 080745Z JAN 70
1. REF A STATED THAT IN VIEW INMINENT CLOSING OF CUA VIET RIVER AS
A WATER LOC FOR USE BY U.S. FORCES, AND IN VIEW REDUCTION
IN USN SPACES, IT IS CONSIDERED THAT MISSION OF CTF CLEARWATER CAN
BE REDEFINED. IN THIS REGARD CONCUR IN COMMENTS OF REF B AND
REVISED CTF CLEARWATER MISSION STATED THEREIN.
2. WARM REGARDS.
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SEC Rt T :PERSONAL. FOR GENERAL.- ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
SECURITY FOR USAAG AND CORDS COMPOUNDS IN leTZ (U) 
1. IN VIEW OF lMPENIHNG PHASE II I REDEPLOYMENTS AND CURRENT PL.ANS 
FOR PHASE IV, THIS HQS HAS BEEN EXAMINING NON-COMBAT FUNCTIONS 
BEING PERFORfYJED BY USMC PERSONNEL TO DETERMINE THOSE WHICH CAN 
BE TERMINATED AND THOSE WHICH MUST BE CONTINUED, RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
WHICH MUST BE'REASSIGNED TO OTHER ORGtUUZATIONS. IN MOST CASES 
THESE FUNCTIONS ARE BEING PERFORMED BY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN FROM MARINE COMBAT UNItS, THE L.ATTER MUST OF COURSE REDEPLOY, 
At PROGRAM EIGHT STRENGTHS. ' 
2. TH~ FIRST SUCH FUNCTION WHICH ~ruST a£ REASSIGNED IS SECURITY FOR 
USAAG AND CORDS COMPOUNDS IN ICTl. CURRENTLY III MAF PROVIDES TWO 
OFFICERS AND 119 ENLISTED PERSONNEL FOR SUCH SECURITY. THIS 
FUNCTION SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER ORGANIZATION BY 1 ~R 10. 
IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT SUCH SECURITY IS PROVIDED IN O,THEft 
CORPS 'AREAS BY SPECIAL SECURITY DETACHMENTS AUG MENt ING USAAG AND 
CORDS JTD·6. ' , 
3. IT IS REQUESTED THAT U.S. ARMY ASSUME USA~G AND CORDS SECURITY' 

, FUNCTION BY 1 MAR 10. .:J-. fcr,z- ---c 

I 4. ASREDEPLO'fMENT PL.ANNING PROGRESSES, I WILL SUBMIt FURtHER ' 
I RECOMMENDATIONS IN REGARD TO OTHER NON-COMBAT FUNCTIONS WHICK ARE NOW 
I BEING PERFORMED BY MARINES AND WHICH ~J1I.L HAVi: TO BE REASSIGNED AS 
I MARIN~ UNITS REDEPLOY. WARM REGARDS , 
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ZEM
SECRET PERSONAL FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
SECURITY FOR USAAG AND CORDS COMPOUNDS IN ICTZ (U)
1. IN VIEW OF IMPENDING PHASE III REDEPLOYMENTS AND CURRENT PLANS
FOR PHASE IV, THIS HQS HAS BEEN EXAMINING NON-COMBAT FUNCTIONS
BEING PERFORMED BY USMC PERSONNEL TO DETERMINE THOSE WHICH CAN
BE TERMINATED AND THOSE WHICH MUST BE CONTINUED, RESPONSIBILITY FOR
WHICH MUST BE REASSIGNED TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. IN MOST CASES
THESE FUNCTIONS ARE BEING PERFORMED BY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE BEEN
TAKEN FROM MARINE COMBAT UNITS; THE LATTER MUST OF COURSE REDEPLOY
AT PROGRAM EIGHT STRENGTHS.
2. THE FIRST SUCH FUNCTION WHICH MUST BE REASSIGNED IS SECURITY FOR
USAAG AND CORDS COMPOUNDS IN ICTZ. CURRENTLY III MAF PROVIDES TWO
OFFICERS AND 119 ENLISTED PERSONNEL FOR SUCH SECURITY. THIS
FUNCTION SHOULD BE TRANSFERRED TO ANOTHER ORGANIZATION BY 1 MAR 70.
IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT SUCH SECURITY IS PROVIDED IN OTHER
CORPS AREAS BY SPECIAL SECURITY DETACHMENTS AUGMENTING USAAG AND
CORDS JTD'S.
3. IT IS REQUESTED THAT U.S. ARMY ASSUME USAAG AND CORDS SECURITY
FUNCTION BY 1 MAR 70. InICTZ
4. AS REDEPLOYMENT PLANNING PROGRESSES, I WILL SUBMIT FURTHER
RECOMMENDATIONS IN REGARD TO OTHER NON-COMBAT FUNCTIONS WHICH ARE NOW
BEING PERFORMED BY MARINES AND WHICH WILL HAVE TO BE REASSIGNED AS
MARINE UNITS REDEPLOY. WARM REGARDS
GP-4
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
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AND, 2~D ~@~RtE~ ~l!l;,O'ii'M€Cl'ir$ WAS §~~mo@mn ow 1~~TI' AlVWU~l 
$327 0 n2M~S': BlE1Ul OBl1.X(?iA'ITiX» 11'0 EH~'ii'! 0 K'it "X$) 6HJ! X(;J,P&tED 
THAt THE lRtQUE$lED &U"bg~A·1Hm ow '$3,~f?JpmW "l:J.~ll..R,. J& 
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REMAINDER O'FY10~ .' J 
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PITEZYUW RHMMAFA.4487 0130820-EEEE--RUMHFMA.
ZNY EEEEE
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TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
UNCLAS EFT. 0 FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN HICKERSON
PROJECT 01 COMMUNITY RELATIONS FUNDS REQUEST FO
Ao FMFPACBUL 7300 OF 15DEC69

Jo COMREL FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $350.00 ARE REQUEST-
ED TO FUND THIS COMMAND'S COMMUNITY RELATIONS PROGRAM CO
DURING 3D AND 9TH CIRS FYTD. IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT

33
THESE FUNDS WILL BE USED TO ENHANCE COMMUNITY RE:-

AirLATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES BND CIVILIAN
DIGHITARIES, AND MILITARY COMMANDERS OF SOUTH VIETNAM :

AND OTHER FREE WORLD MILITARY FORCES. THE TOTAL 1ST
AND 2ND QUARTER ALLOTMENTS WAS $350.00. OF THAT AMOUNT
$327. 12 HAS BEEN OBLIGATED TO DATE. II.IS ANTICIPATED
THAT THE REQUESTED ALLOCAT! ON OF $350.00 WILL BE
ADEQUATE TO SATISFY THE NEEDS OF THIS COMMAND FOR THE
REMAINDER OF FYTO.
2. WARM REGARDS.
BT
1417

&
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LIMDIS"
OTTTZYUW RMMMAFA1309 1120958-TTM--RUHHFMA.
ZNY TTTTT
0 120958Z JAN 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNNFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
I PSECRE T/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN BUSE
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
III MAF PROPOSED MAB
A. TELCON BGE # MILLER, G-3, 111 MAF/COL GOURLEY, AG-3 FMFPAC
OF 11 JAN 70
B. CG, III MAF 0609542 JAN 70 (TS/LD/SPECAT/MCE0:
1. REF A REQUESTED COMMENTS ON PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO REF BAS
FOLLOWS:

0 VICE 238A CO (REIN), 1ST ENGR BN
DET 1ST SVC BN 301 VICE 631

415 VICE 527DET, 1ST FSK
7TH ENGR BN, FMF 69.9 VICE 32

2. MODIFICATION ACCEPTABLE WITH FOLLOWING COMMENT:
As STRONG POSSI BILITY AMOUNT OF SUPPLY FUNCTIONS TO BE RETAINED

WILL REQUIRE DATA PROCESSING PLATOON IN DEI, IST FSR.
B. CONCUR IN INCREASED ENG CAPABILITY, HOWEVER CONSIDER FORCE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA130 I OPSECRE T/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
PROFILE MORE DESIRABLE IF MAJOR ENGINEERING CAPABILITY RETAINED IN
RLI VICE COMBAT SERVICE UNIT.
WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
1309
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-R\ttmFPlAII "ll, M; 0-'1-- 'S·' ';~ ~" / ~ zr.v "iITTT ...... " 
~ / 0 140134Z JAN 70 ': r. , ' V F'M CG III MAr ~ ," 1/ TO RUHHftMA/CG FMFPAC , " 

Yy!,· ~T 0 P S f;C R E !lLIMD!S/SPECAT EXCbUSIV& Fall LIGEN BUSE fROM LTGEN :: 
NICK.ERSON ~lARIME CORPS EYES 0 Nt Y (D£L;1,.W!:R DUJiUJG '\1JORKI NG HOURS) " 

/ 
FORCE PJ .. ANNING '(U) , ".~.<" , 
lit IN ACCORDANCE WITH GUIDANCE PROVX,tI}tD BY CMC DURING. HIS RECENt " 

Y
/., .. ' VISIT II ! PROPOSE TO SEND THE FOtLOt\f-Lr.J'G '. tviESSAGE 1'0 C,OMUSNACV.. ,,' 

ooon ; " 
FROM: CG II! MAY .. 

/ TOa COMUSMACV ," " 

Y; FORCE PLANl\I1t~G (U)" '," 

/ 
A. CQMUSf1ACV 021050Z JAt~ 70 . ~'~: .. - , " 
10 REF A REQUESTED RECOMMENDATI ONS It~:)EGARD TO REDEPLOYMENT(Ji CAPS' '-

/
. Ot~ THE BASIS OF THE FOLL.OWItJG GUIDE!..i:N1!:s; MATS WILl. ASSUME RESPON.. ," 

SIBIL11'1 FOR THOSE lRAINHIG AND ADVI,S1JRY FUNCTIONS REQUIRED BY "-
~ TERRITORIAL fORCES WHEN CAPS ARE REOePLOYED; OTHER fUNCTIONS NOW , 

/ 
PERFORf"lED BY CAPS WILL BE ELHII MATED- -i\S US FORC!!S REO:El?L,OY; THIRTY ," 
ADOITlOtiltlt MATS WILL BE MADE AVAILA~l.E 'TO !Cllo IN ADt>lTION 9 CAPS " 

~ I \ 

// PAGE two R HMf'iAFA 1465 1 0 P SEC RET {.L! MO IS I SPECAT E XCLUSI VE fOR I , 
MAR USE CORPS EYES ONL Y .' • " 

/ 
APPROVED IIOR RETENTIO~l AFtER PHASE tv· i~OUlD BE ADDITIVE to THI! '" 
filAR INI!: FORCE HEMAl Nt NO 0 • - ' 

/ 
20 THE €AP PROGRAM HAS BEEN A r~OST SUCCESSFUL ium 

/ 
FAR REACH! NG PAClfI CAT I at PROGRAM IN ICTZ 0 IDEALL 't', CAPS SHOULD [~OT ,," 
BE ~IlT HDRAWN FROM A VILLAGE OR HA·M1.Il:T UNTIL AFTER THEY HAVE FULLY 

/ Cor'1PLETED ,THEIR TASK~ SUCH A SCHEDUL'[: o·p HEDEPLOVMENT \i/OULD ENTA!l. 
// ,APPROXH1ATELY A OtJE yg~R TIME PERI OO~''''''HOIl1EVER, !N VIEW Of THE (1(AD'" ,," 
/ 'UALLY INCREASING EFFECTIVENESS OF T~ijhlTO~AL fORCES IN IClZ, THE 

/ 
PLANf4ED AVAILABILITY Oli' ADDITIONAl. flJAlS FOR ASSur1JIN.G PART OF THE , 
FUNCTIONS OF IHE CAPS. AND LIKELY PERSONNEL CONSTRAINTS DURING AND " 

/

/ AFTER PHASE IV, ThE FOL1.0WING REcor"ftl£~n'ATlOtJS ARE MAOr,: IN REGARD TO ,,' 
THE REDEPLOYMENT OF CAPS:. . "-

/ 
A. THE 1ST ,3D AND 4TH CAGS PHASE .WT., DURING 

PHASE IV. ~"",,, 

/ 
B. THE 2D CAG NClJ LOCATED I'N QUA~e: NAPI PROVINCE REMAUJ IN THAi ," 

PROVINCE AND BE ATTACKED TO THE MAR.i:-tlE· FORCE RE~lAUJlNG AfTER PHASE " 

/~ IV·c. THE 2D CAG CONSIST OF APPRO~I~lt~~ 600 US PERsonNEL WHO . ~ 
t~OULD BE ADDITIVE TO THE STREtJGTH OF 7-HE MARINE COMBAT FORel Ri.. " 

/ MAl filING AFTER PHASE IV. . , . " % PAGE-LOF .2 PAGES '" 
/' '" .A' "00'0 COpy :l OF-2-COPIES TOP. SECRET ~ 
/////////~/////////////////~/~ 
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LIMDIS"

OTTTZYUW RHMMAFA1466 0145134-ITT RUKHFMA.
ZNY TTTTT
0 140134Z JAN 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
I 0 C R E I/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING (U)
1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH GUIDANCE PROVIDED BY CMC DURING HIS RECENT
VISIT, I PROPOSE TO SEND THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO COMUSMACV.
QUOTE
FROM: CG III MAF
TO: COMUSMACV
FORCE PLANNING (U)
A. COMUSMACV 021050Z JAN 70
1. REF A REQUESTED RECOMMENDATIONS IN REGARD TO REDEPLOYMENT OF CAPS
ON THE BASIS OF THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: MATS WILL ASSUME RESPON-
SIBILITY FOR THOSE TRAINING AND ADVISORY FUNCTIONS REQUIRED BY
TERRITORIAL FORCES WHE.N CAPS ARE REDEPLOYED; OTHER FUNCTIONS NOW
PERFORMED BY CAPS WILL BE ELIMINATED AS US FORCES REDEPLOY: THIRTY
ADDITI ONAL MATS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ICTZ. IN ADDITION, CAPS

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1466 TOPSECRE T/LIMDIS/ SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR/
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
APPROVED FOR RETENTION AFTER PHASE IV WOULD BE ADDITIVE TO THE
MARINE FORCE REMAINING.
2. THE CAP PROGRAM HAS BEEN A MOST SUCCESSFUL AND
FAR REACHING PACIFICATI ON PROGRAM IN ICTZ. IDEALLY, CAPS SHOULD NOT
BE WITHDRAWN FROM A VILLAGE OR HAMLET UNTIL AFTER THEY HAVE FULLY
COMPLETED THEIR TASK; SUCH A SCHEDULE OF REDEPLOYMENT WOULD ENTAIL
APPROXIMATELY A ONE YEAR TIME PERI OD: "HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE GRAD-
UALLY INCREASING EFFECTIVENESS OF TERRITORIAL FORCES IN ICTZ, THE
PLANNED AVAILABILITY OF ADDITIONAL MATS FOR ASSUMING PART OF THE
FUNCTIONS OF THE CAPS, AND LIKELY PERSONNEL CONSTRAINTS DURING AND
AFTER PHASE IV, THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS ARE MADE IN REGARD TO
THE REDEPLOYMENT OF CAPS:

A. THE 1ST, 3D AND 4TH CAGS PHASE OUT. DURING
PHASE IV.

B. THE 2D CAG N OW LOCATED IN QUANG NAM PROVINCE REMAIN IN THAT
PROVINCE AND BE ATTACHED TO THE MARINE FORCE REMAINING AFTER PHASE
IV.

C. THE 2D CAG CONSIST OF APPROXIMATELY 600 US PERSONNEL WHO
WOULD BE ADDITIVE TO THE STRENGTH OF THE MARINE COMBAT FORCE RE-
MAINING AFTER PHASE IV.

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES

2 OF 3 COPIESCOPY TOP SECRET111 MAF 2100/4
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TOP SECRET

"LIMDIS"

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA1466 rCOPSEC R . T/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
3. APPROVAL OF THE ABOVE CONCEPT IS REQUESTED FOR PLANNING PUR-
POSES.
UNQUOTE
2. YOUR COMMENTS AND/OR CONCURRENCE ARE REQUESTED. CMC INDICATED

GUIDANCE WAS SUBJECT TO A REVIEW OF YOUR ASSESSMENT.HIS
3. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
1466

PAGE 2 OF 2 PAGES

COPY 2 OF 3 COPIES TOP SECRET111 MAF 2100/4
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TO COMUSMACV 
INFO CG XXIV CORPS 
ITM. . 
TOP SEC RET IL HiD IS IEYES 0 NL Y 
I/N0300011 FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NECKERSON 

,TRANSI TIO NAL SUPPO RT FORCE 
A. COMUSMACV (MACJ-3-03) LTR OF 1 NOV 69 SUBJ: PROMULGATION OF 
COMUSMAC OPERATION PLAN NO. 186-69 (RESIDUt\L SUPPORT FORCE 
(RSF) PLAN (C) I 

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A THIS HQ FORWARDED THE PROPOSED ANNEXX 
L (STATIONING) AND THE PROPOSED COMMAND AND CONTROL ARRANGE-
MENTS TO OPLAN 186-69. THE PROPOSALS WERE PREPARED BY XXIV 
CORPS AND FORWARDED WITH COMMENTS FROM THIS COMrffiND. THE 
FOLLOW ING MESSAGE REGARD I NG T11E PROPOSED COMMAND STRUCTURE ~lAS 
FORWARDED TO ME BY LTGEN ZAIS. QUOTE: SUBJ: TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT 
FO RCES CCO MUSMACV OPERAT 10 N \PLAN NO. 186-69 (RES IDUAL SUPPORT FO RCE 
(C) ) . 

1. ,CTS) IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBJECT REFERENCE, I RECENTLY SUB­
MItTED A PROPOSED TD AUGMENTATION TO THE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) AS 
COMMAND AND CONTROL HEADQUARTERS FOR ICTZ ALONG WITH PROPOSED 
SIGNAL AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS ANNEXES FOR YOUR OPLAN 186..;69. 
THE PROPOSED AUGMENTATION PROVIDES A RATHER EXTENSIVE ADDITIONAL 
CAPABILITY TO ALL GENERAL AND SPECIAL STAFF SECTIONS CONCERNED. 
THE PROPOSED AUGMENTATION AND THE SIGNAL AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS 
ANNEXES AS WELL AS OTHER CO MMENTS AND REeo I~MENDAT 10 NS WERE MA DE 
WITHIN THE PARAMETERS OUTLINED IN COMUSMACV OPLAN 186-69 AND HIS 
LETTER OF PROMUGAT 10 N • 
2. (TS) UPON FURTHER THOUGHT, I AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE ABILITY 
OF THE DIVISION COMMANDER, EVEN THOUGH HIS STAFF IS AUGMENTED TO 
EFFECT IVEL Y CO MMAND 'AND CO NTROL SO ME 55,000 TROOPS SPREAD 0 VER 
SUCH A WIDE AREA AND SITLL AT THE SAME TIME, PERFORM HIS DUTIES 
IN THE CORDS AND ADVISORY AREAS PLUS FULFILL HIS REQUIREMENTS TO 
DO EXTENSIVE DUTIES AS AREA COORDINATIOR AND IN THE COORDINATION 
OF LOGISTIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT. I ENVISION THE APPROXIMATE 
TROOP STRENGTHS (INCLUDING LOGISTIC SUPPORT) AT THE FOUR MAJOR 
LOCAT 10 NS AS FOLLOWS: 

CHU LAI 11,000 WITH ADC BG 
DA NANG 25.000 
PHU BAI 11,000 WITH ADC BG 
QUANG TRI - DONG HA 8,000 WITH ADE BG 

AS YOU CAN NOTE ABOVE, THE DIVISION COMMANDER WILL PROBABLY LOCATE 
HIS ADC'S AT CHU LAI AND PHU BAI AND THEREFORE, THESE Ace's WILL 
NOT BE PRESENT TO HELP THE DIVISION CO~1ft'lANDER !JJITH OVERALL 
DIVISIONAL Pi10BLEMS THAT MAY ARISE IN THE OPERATIO~AL AND LOGIS-
TICAL FIELDS. ____ ~ 
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P 143816Z ZFF-4 ZFF-5
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INFO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
TOPSECRE T/LIMDIS/EYES ONLY
//NO3000// FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN NECKERSON
TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT FORCE
A. COMUSMACV (MACJ-3-03) LTR OF 1 NOV 69 SUBJ: PROMULGATION OF
CO MUSMAC OPERATION PLAN NO. 186-69 (RESIDUAL SUPPORT FORCE
(RSF) PLAN (C)
1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A THIS HQ FORWARDED THE PROPOSED ANNEXX

(STATIONING) AND THE PROPOSED COMMAND AND CONTROL ARRANGE -L
MENTS TO OPLAN 186-69. THE PROPOSALS WERE PREPARED BY XXIV
CORPS AND FORWARDED WITH COMMENTS FROM THIS COMMAND. THE
FOLLOWING MESSAGE REGARDING THE PROPOSED COMMAND STRUCTURE WAS
FORWARDED TO ME BY LTGEN ZAIS. QUOTE: SUBJ: TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT
FORCES (COMUSMACV OPERATION PLAN NO. 186-69 (RESIDUAL SUPPORT FORCE
(C))
1. (TS) IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBJECT REFERENCE, I RECENTLY SUB-
MITTED A PROPOSED TD AUGMENTATION TO THE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) AS
COMMAND AND CONTROL HEADQUARTERS FOR ICTZ ALONG WITH PROPOSED
SIGNAL AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS ANNEXES FOR YOUR OPLAN 186-69.
THE PROPOSED AUGMENTATION PROVIDES A RATHER EXTENSIVE ADDITIONAL
CAPABILITY TO ALL GENERAL AND SPECIAL STAFF SECTIONS CONCERNED.
THE PROPOSED AUGMENTATION AND THE SIGNAL AND CO MMAND RELATIONSHIPS
ANNEXES AS WELL AS OTHER COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS WERE MADE
WITHIN THE PARAMETERS OUTLINED IN CO MUSMACV OPLAN 186-69 AND HIS
LETTER OF PROMUGATION.
2. (TS) UPON FURTHER THOUGHT, I AM CONCERNED ABOUT THE ABILITY
OF THE DIVISION COMMANDER, EVEN THOUGH HIS STAFF IS AUGMENTED TO
EFFECTIVELY CO MMAND AND CONTROL SO ME 55,000 TROOPS SPREAD OVER
SUCH A WIDE AREA AND SITLL AT THE SAME TIME, PERFORM HIS DUTIES
IN THE CORDS AND ADVISORY AREAS PLUS FULFILL HIS REQUIREMENTS TO
DO EXTENSIVE DUTIES AS AREA COORDINATIOR AND IN THE COORDINATION
OF LOGISTIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT. I ENVISION THE APPROXIMATE
TROOP STRENGTHS (INCLUDING LOGISTIC SUPPORT) AT THE FOUR MAJOR
LOCATIONS AS FOLLOWS:

WITH ADC BG11,000CHU LAI
25.000DA NANG

WITH ADC BG11,000PHU BAI
WITH ADE BGQUANG TRI - DONG HA 8,000

AS YOU CAN NOTE ABOVE, THE DIVISION COMMANDER WILL PROBABLY LOCATE
HIS ADC'S AT CHU LAI AND PHU BAI AND THEREFORE, THESE ADC'S WILL
NOT BE PRESENT TO HELP THE DIVISION COMMANDER WITH OVERALL
DIVISIONAL PROBLEMS THAT MAY ARISE IN THE OPERATIONAL AND LOGIS-
TICAL FIELDS.
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3. (TS) IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, I BELIEVE THAT INSTEAD OF 
AUGMENT ING THE DI VI SION, IT WOULD BE ADVANTAGEO US TO BUILD A LIGHT 
FIELD FORCE -OF APPROXIMATELY THE SAME SIZE AS THE AUG MENTA! ION 
AND !t/ITH A LTG TO HANDLE OVERALL COMMAND, CONTROL, AND COORDINATION 
AND THUS PERMIT THE DIVISION COMMANDER TO DEVOTE THE REQUIRED TIME 
TO THE TACTICAL COMMAND AND CONTROL OF THE DIVISION. I WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR PUTTING MY VIEWS IN THE MACV PLANNING HOPPER WITH 
COr~MENTS YOU DEEM APPROPRIATE. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE 
2. THOUGH IT HAS MERIT, IT APPERA5 TO ME THAT THE PROPOSED FIELD 
FORCE-HEADQUAR-tERS Is tNcoN-sfs'tEfrr-wTtHYOUR-OPCA1r 186~69 -AND-- --
WOULD HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON, VIETNAMIZATION GOALS. . 
GP-4 
SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY DELIVER DURING 

~JORKING HOURS 
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3. (TS) IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, I BELIEVE THAT INSTEAD OF
AUGMENTING THE DIVISION, IT WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO BUILD A. LIGHT
FIELD FORCE -OF APPROXIMATELY THE SAME SIZE AS THE AUGMENTATION
AND WITH A LTG TO HANDLE OVERALL COMMAND, CONTROL, AND COORDINATION
AND THUS PERMIT THE DIVISION COMMANDER TO DE VOTE THE REQUIRED TIME
TO THE TACTICAL COMMAND AND CONTROL OF THE DIVISION. I WOULD
APPRECIATE YOUR PUTTING MY VIEWS IN THE MACV PLANNING HOPPER WITH
COMMENTS YOU DEEM APPROPRIATE. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE
2. THOUGH IT HAS MERIT, IT APPERAS TO ME THAT THE PROPOSED FIELD
FORCE HEADQUARTERS IS INCONSISTENT WITH YOUR OPLAN 186-69 AND
WOULD HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON, VIETNAMIZATION GOALS.
GP - 4

SSO NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMISSION ONLY DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS

RECEIVED
569
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! ::FM ,Cf:' III MAF 

TO CO MUS t'lA CV 
ZEM 
CON F 1 D ~ N T I A L 

I PERSONAl. FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON 
: SUBJ: SPECIAL. VCI APPREHENSION AWARDS PROGRAN J'OR TET (u) 

1. GENERAL LAM HAS PROPOSED CASH BONUS' AWARDS 1'0 POLICE AND' 

4',' -,,' ~t_ 

( ~ 

c 

MU .. ItARY PERSONNEL fOR THE APPREHENSION OF SIG'llFICANT vel DURING 
IHE TET SEASON. HE IS AWARE THAT CURRENT REGULATIONS RESTRICT 
PAYMENTS TO CIVILIANS BUT HE BELIEVES THAT A CASH BONUS WOULD ~';, '~l 
PRODUCE A STRONG Ii~CENTIV£ FOR POLICE AND MILI1'ARY ACTION DURlfiG r<P'\;--'~ (/.. 
THE CRITICAL TET PERIOD. I !.~:._ 'l);0 .],,-
2. THERE IS A PRE'CEDENT FOR PAYMENTS OF nns NATURE TO OTHER ,':,' '>;'I::t~v ~f 
THAr~ ,CIVILIANS IN THE FORM OF THE SAIGON GIA DJ:NH CITIZEN'5 " ' ,«;:\i' <c~" , 

INCENT IVE AWARDS PROGRA[fJ WHICH INCLUDED PAYMEinS TO MIl..ITARY AND~', '~~\~)'" ~ 
INTEL..L.IGENCe: PERSONNEl.. .".- C)' "~?:7 
3. THE BONUS WOULD CONSIST OF 1,000 PIASTERS FOR A LOW LEVEL, \/j, 

5,000 FOR A DISTRICT AND 10;00~ FORA PROVINCE LEVELVCI. 
4. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 10 ESTIMATE WHAT THE TOTAL COST OF SUCH A 
PROGRAM MIGHT BE. 
5. ALTHOUGH I REALIZE THAT THERE IS A SHORAGE OF AIK FUNDS. I 
BELIEVE THE PROPOSAL DOES HAVE MERIT AND AUTHOfUTY IS REQUESTED 
TO IMPLEMENT THE CASH BONUS AWARD PROGRAM DURUlIG THE FORTHCOM.ING 

i TET PERIOD. MY DEPCORDS OPPOSES SUCH FUND EXPEMDITUREs. 

I
' WARM REGARDS. ' 

GP ... 4 J , . 
I 
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P 140200Z
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TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL
PERSONAL FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
SUBJ: SPECIAL VCI APPREHENSION AWARDS PROGRAM FOR TET (U)
1. GENERAL LAM HAS PROPOSED CASH BONUS AWARDS TO POLICE AND
MILITARY PERSONNEL FOR THE APPREHENSION OF SIGNIFICANT VCI DURING
THE TET SEASON. HE IS AWARE THAT CURRENT REGULATIONS RESTRICT
PAYMENTS TO CIVILIANS BUT HE BELIEVES THAT A CASH BONUS WOULD
PRODUCE A STRONG INCENTIVE FOR POLICE AND MILITARY ACTION DURING
THE CRITICAL TET PERIOD.
2. THERE IS A PRECEDENT FOR PAYMENTS OF THIS NATURE TO OTHER
THAN CIVILIANS IN THE FORM OF THE SAIGON GIA DINH CITIZEN'S
INCENTIVE AWARDS PROGRAM WHICH INCLUDED PAYMENTS TO MILITARY AND
INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL.
3. THE BO NUS WOULD CONSIST OF 1,000 PIASTERS FOR A LOW LEVEL,
5,000 FOR A DISTRICT AND 10,000 FOR A PROVINCE LEVEL VCI.
4. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ESTIMATE WHAT THE TOTAL CO ST OF SUCH A
PROGRAM MIGHT BE.
5. ALTHOUGH I REALIZE THAT THERE IS A SHORAGE OF AIK FUNDS, I

BELIEVE THE PROPOSAL DOES HAVE MERIT AND AUTHORITY IS REQUESTED
TO IMPLEMENT THE CASH BONUS AWARD PROGRAM DURING THE FORTHCOMING
TET PERIOD. MY DEPCORDS OPPOSES SUCH FUND EXPENDITURES.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
190
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.- P 140520Z ZFF-4 
'0 FMGG III MAF 

TO COMUSMACV ;; ,< ,-

ZEM 
CON F IDE N T I A L /EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF THREE 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
MY LAI " 
1. THE FOLLOW I NG MESSAGE IS QUO TED FOR YO UR I NFORMA TION • 
o 121259Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-I 
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
ZEM 
CON F IDE N T I A L ACD 033 EYES ONLY SECT ONE OF THREE 
SUB J: MY LA I (4 ) 
REF: CG, II MAF', DTG; 240114Z 

ACD 1264, DTG, 240958Z 
1. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO GIVE YOU A SUMMARY OF THE 
ACTIVITIES IN AND AROUND MY LAI (4) DURING THE PERIOD THE HAMLET 
WAS SECURED FOR ViSITORS. 
2. DURING THE PERIOD 30 DEC 69 THRU 10 JAN 70, REPRESENTATIVES FROM 

'FIVE GROUPS NOT ASSIGNED TO THE AMERICAL DIVISON VISITED MY LAI (4). 
THE FIVE GROUPS REPRESENTED WERE: 

A. LTG WILLIAM R. PEERS' INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE 
B. SPECIAL CID TASK FORCE, OTPMG 
C. COUNSELS FOR THE ILT CALLEY COURT-MARTIAL 
D. USARV MAPPING & INTELLIGENCE MAPPING TEAM 
E. CIVILIAN PRESS 

3. AMERICAL DIVISION MADE DETAILED PREPARATIONS TO INSURE THE SAFElY 
OF VISITORS DURING THE GROUND RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS AT MY LAI (4). 

A. THE 198TH I NF BDE WA S TA SKED TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR MY LA I 
(4) DURING THE PERIOD'300900 DEC 69 - 111200 JAN 70. A TASK FORCE, 
COMMANDED BY THE XO, 5TH BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY MOVED INTO MY 

LAI' (4) AND CONDUCTED OPERATIONS TO SECURE THE AREA. THE SECURITY 
TASK FORCE CONSISTED OF THE FOLLOWING UNITS: 
CO C, 5TH BN, 46TH I NF / , 
H TROO P, 17TH CA V 
RECON PLAT, 5TH BN, ,46TH INF 
PLAT, B CO, 26TH ENGINEER BN 
THIS TASK FORCE WAS AUGMENTED BY MINE AND TUNNEL DOGS, 
COMBAT TRACKER TEAMS, NATIONAL POLICEMEN, REGIONAL FORCES, POPULAR 
FORCES t AND D TROOP, 1ST SQUADRON, 1ST CAVALRY. ' 

B. A PERIMETER WAS ESTABLISHED AROUND MY LAI (4) USING WIRE AND 
BUNKERS WITH,OVERHEAD COVER. A HELICOPTER PAD LARGE ENOUGH FOR ONE UH 
-1 \~AS CONSTRUCTED UTILIZING M8A 1 MATTING. NUII1EROUS BUNKERS WITH OVER­
HEAD ,COVER WERE BUILT THROUGHOUT MY LAI TO ASSORD PROtECTION FOR ViSIT-l 
94. POPULAR FORCES AND ,NATIONAL POLICE ESTABLISHED CHECK POIlHS ON THE 
ROADS LEADING IN AND OUT OF MY LAI (4) TO CONTROL CIVILIAN TRAfFIC. 
NO MILITARY TRAFFIC WAS PERMITTED ON THE ROADS IN THE VICINITY OF 
MY LA I (4). 

DECLASSIFIED 
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P 140520Z ZFF - 4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM

ONFIDENTI A L/EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF THREEC
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
MY LAI
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
0 121259Z ZYH ZFF ZFF-1
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
C 0 N T L ACD 033 EYES ONLY SECT ONE OF THREE
SUBJ: MY LAI (4)
REF : CG, II MAF, DTG, 240114Z

ACD 1264, DIG, 240958Z
1. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO GIVE YOU A SUMMARY OF THE
ACTIVITIES IN AND AROUND MY LAI (4) DURING THE PERIOD THE HAMLET
WAS SECURED FOR VISITORS.
2. DURING THE PERIOD 30 DEC 69 THRU 10 JAN 70, REPRESENTATIVES FROM
FIVE GROUPS NOT ASSIGNED TO THE AMERICAL DIVISON VISITED MY LAI (4).
THE FIVE GROUPS REPRESENTED WERE:

A. LTG WILLIAM R. PEERS' INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE
B. SPECIAL CID TASK FORCE, OTPMG
C. COUNSELS FOR THE 1LT CALLEY COURT-MARTIAL
D. USARV MAPPING & INTELLIGENCE MAPPING TEAM
E. CIVILIAN PRESS

3. AMERICAL DIVISION MADE DETAILED PREPARATIONS TO INSURE THE SAFETY
OF VISITORS DURING THE GROUND RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS AT MY LAI (4).

A. THE 198TH INF BDE WAS TASKED TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR MY LAI
(4) DURING THE PERIOD 300900 DEC 69 - 111200 JAN 70. A TASK FORCE,
COMMANDED BY THE XO, 5TH BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY MOVED INTO MY

LAI (4) AND CONDUCTED OPERATIONS TO SECURE THE AREA. THE SECURITY
TASK FORCE CONSISTED OF THE FOLLOWING UNITS:
CO C, 5TH BN, 46TH INF
H TROOP, 17TH CAV
RECON PLAT, 5TH BN, 46TH INF
PLAI, B CO, 26TH ENGINEER BN
THIS TASK FORCE WAS AUGMENTED BY MINE AND TUNNEL DOGS,
CO MBAT TRACKER TEAMS, NATIONAL POLICEMEN, REGIONAL FORCES, POPULAR
FORCES, AND D TROOP, 1ST SQUADRON, 1ST CAVALRY.

B. A PERIMETER WAS ESTABLISHED AROUND MY LAI (4) USING WIRE AND
BUNKERS WITH OVERHEAD COVER. A HELICOPTER PAD LARGE ENOUGH FOR ONE UH
-1 WAS CONSTRUCTED UTILIZING M8A 1 MATTING. NUMEROUS BUNKERS WITH OVER-
HEAD COVER WERE BUILT THROUGHOUT MY LAI TO ASSORD PROTECTION FOR VISIT - 1
94. POPULAR FORCES AND NATIONAL POLICE ESTABLISHED CHECK POINTS ON THE
ROADS LEADING IN AND OUT OF MY LAI (4) TO CONTROL CIVILIAN TRAFFIC.
NO MILITARY TRAFFIC WAS PERMITTED ON THE ROADS IN THE VICINITY OF
MY LAI (4).
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C. A- PATHFINDER TEAM WAS PLACED IN MY LAI (4f ATT'HE-
QUANG NGAI AIRFIELD TO CONTROL ALL AIR TRAFFIC INTO MY LAI. ALL VIS­
ITORS WERE REQUIRED TO ENTER THE HAMLET BY HELICOPTER, AND HELICOPTERS 
REMAINED IN MY LAI (4) ONLY LONG ENOUGH TO DISCHARGE PASSENGERS. 
THE HELICOPTERS WERE THEN SENT TO A HOLDING AREA IN QUANG NGAI. 
VISITO~S ENTERING MY LAI WERE CHECKED AGAINST AN ACCESS ROSTER AND 

THEN ESCORTED TO A BRIEFING TENT. AT THIS LOCATION THEY WERE ISSUED 
STEEL HELMETS AND FLAK_VESTS. THE VISITORS WERE BRIEFED ON THE LOC­
ATION OF SECURITY FORCES IN THE HAMLET AND THE AREAS THAT HAD BEEN 
CLEARED. PATHS THAT HAD BEEN CLEARED WERE MARKED WITH WHITE TAPE. 
ALL VISITORS WERE PROCEEDED BY A MINE SWEEP TEAM; A MIN'E DETECTION 
DOG TEAM, AND WERE ACCOMPANIED BY A SECURITY F"ORCE. AN M577 CO MMAND 
VEHICLE WAS"AT THE DISPOSAL OF VISITORS IN THE AREA. AN AIR CAVALRY 
TEAM PROVIDED AIR COVER WHEN DISTINGUISHED VISITORS WERE PRESENT. 
DURING1'H-EIR ,STAY AT MY. _LAi(4~)j;-,~SJJOR'?_.l"'EJ~~, KEPI,. P'ISPE~S,EDcAND 
IN SMALL GROUPS. ' ',-' 
4. 0 N 1 JA N 710, LTG PEERS CO NDUCTED A LO\tJ LE VEL Al R RECO NNA I SSANCE , 
IN A LOH, OF MY LAI (4) WITH CWO HUGH C. THOMPSON JR. AS A PASSENGER. 
CWO THOMPSON, wHO HAD BEE AN AMERICAL OH23 PILOT IN THE VICINITY 
OF MY LAI (4) DURING THE ALLEGED MASSACRE, CORRELATED THE TERRAIN 
TO HIS PREVIOUS TESTIMONY BEFORE THE PE~RS' COMMITTEE. IN ORDER TO 
INSURE THAT THIS LOW LEVEL FLIGHT STAYED WITHIN A SECURE 
AREA, I FLEW. MY COMMAND AND CONTROL HELICOPTER ABOVE GEN PEERS HI HIS 
LOH. I HAD WITH ME MR MACCRATE, ATTORNEY, OF THE GEN PEERS' GROUP. 
ONLY ONCE DID I HAVE TO INSTRUCT THE LOH PILOT NOT TO PROCEED 
TOWARD AN UNSECURE AREA. 
ON THE MORNING OF 3 JAN 70, LTG ~EERS CONDUCTED A THREE HOUR GROUND 
RECONNAISSANCE OF MY LAI (4) TO GAIN FIRST HAND ~-~ 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE ALLEGED ATROCITY SCENE. THE FOLLOWING PERSONS j-#~iiJjj 
ACCOMPANIED,LTG PEERS' DURING HIS VISIT TO MY LAI (4): @~~'A\ ~ 

A. 'MR. ROBERT MACCRATE (NEW YORK ATTORNEY) "'- ~~t.v 
B. MR. JE RO ME K. WA LS H eN E\t,l YOR KAT TO RNEY ) (fj/ '\'tt\-'\; .. ~\l~ 
C. LTC BILLY STANDBE,RRY (INTERPRETER) ;i l~~fl\\'t\ 0 

D. MAJ w.F. GABELLA (PIO) ~ \~1~ 
E. lLT LELAND R. SMITH CAf·1CAL INFO OFFICE) ~ .' 
F. CWO ANDRE C. FEHER (INVESTIGATION) ~~ 
G. SP5 ROBERT F. FROMM (PHOTOGRAPHER) I> " 

. H. PFC LASZLO KONDOR (A~lCAL INFO OFFICE) ,', ~ £111 
I. SGT PHU (INTERPRETER) 
J. SGT MINH (INTERPRETER) 

5. ON 4 JAN 70, CWO HUGH c. THOMPSON OF LTG PEERS' COrqMITTEE WAS 
TAKEN ON A SECOND AIR RECONNAISSANCE OF MY LAI (4) TO CONFIRM PREVIOUS 
OBSERVA r 10 NS • 
6. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SPECIAL eID TASK FORCE WERE IN MY ~AI (4) 
ON FIVE OCCASSIONS TO INVESTIGATE POSSIBLE CRIMHML ACTS COM[vJITTED 
DURING 16-18 MAR 68 • 

.J 2. ',1ARM REGARDS. 
~ GP-4 ' 

SSO ~8TE: DELIVER DURING" WORKING HOURS 
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C. A PATHFINDER TEAM WAS PLACED IN MY LAI (4) AT THE
QUANG NGAI AIRFIELD TO CONTROL ALL AIR TRAFFIC INTO MY LAI. ALL VIS-
ITORS WERE REQUIRED TO ENTER THE HAMLET BY HELICOPTER, AND HELICOPTERS
REMAINED IN MY LAI (4) ONLY LONG ENOUGH TO DISCHARGE PASSENGERS.
THE HELICOPTERS WERE THEN SENT TO A HOLDING AREA IN QUANG NGAI.
VISITORS ENTERING MY LAI WERE CHECKED AGAINST AN ACCESS ROSTER AND
THEN ESCORTED TO A BRIEFING TENT. AT THIS LOCATION THEY WERE ISSUED
STEEL HELMETS AND FLAX VESTS. THE VISITORS WERE BRIEFED ON THE LOC-
ATION OF SECURITY FORCES IN THE HAMLET AND THE AREAS THAT HAD BEEN
CLEARED. PATHS THAT HAD BEEN CLEARED WERE MARKED WITH WHITE TAPE.
ALL VISITORS WERE PROCEEDED BY A MINE SWEEP TEAM, A MINE DETECTION
DOG TEAM, AND WERE ACCOMPANIED BY A SECURITY FORCE. AN M577 CO MMAND
VEHICLE WAS AT THE DISPOSAL OF VISITORS IN THE AREA . AN AIR CAVALRY
TEAM PROVIDED AIR COVER WHEN DISTINGUISHED VISITORS WERE PRESENT.
DURING THEIR STAY AT MY LAI (4)%, VISITORS WERE KEPT DISPERSED AND
IN SMALL GROUPS.
4. ON 1 JAN 70, LTG PEERS CONDUCTED A LOW LEVEL AIR RECONNAISSANCE
IN A LOH, OF MY LAI (4) WITH CWO HUGH C. THOMPSON JR. AS A PASSENGER.
CWO THOMPSON, WHO HAD BEE AN AMERICAL 0H23 PILOT IN THE VICINITY
OF MY LAI (4) DURING THE ALLEGED MASSACRE, CORRELATED THE TERRAIN
TO HIS PREVIOUS TESTIMONY BEFORE THE PEERS' COMMITTEE. IN ORDER TO
INSURE THAT THIS LOW LEVEL FLIGHT STAYED WITHIN A SECURE
AREA, I FLEW MY COMMAND AND CONTROL HELICOPTER ABOVE GEN PEERS IN HIS
LOH. I HAD WITH ME MR MACCRATE, ATTORNEY, OF THE GEN PEERS' GROUP.
ONLY ONCE DID I HAVE TO INSTRUCT THE LOH PILOT NOT TO PROCEED
TOWARD AN UNSECURE AREA.
ON THE MORNING OF 3 JAN 70, LTG PEERS CONDUCTED A THREE HOUR GROUND
RECONNAISSANCE OF MY LAI (4) TO GAIN FIRST HAND
KNOWLEDGE OF THE ALLEGED ATROCITY SCENE. THE FOLLOWING PERSONS
ACCOMPANIED LTG PEERS' DURING HIS VISIT TO MY LAI (4):

RECEIVED
A. MR. ROBERT MACCRATE (NEW YORK ATTORNEY)

14 JAN
B. MR. JEROME K. WALSH (NEW YORK ATTORNEY X
C. LTC BILLY STANDBERRY (INTERPRETER)

1970D. MAJ W.F. GABELLA (PIO)
E. 1LT LELAND R. SMITH CAMCAL INFO OFFICE)
F. CWO ANDRE C. FEHER (INVESTIGATION)
G. SP5 ROBERT F. FROMM (PHOTOGRAPHER)
H. PFC LASZLO KONDOR CAMCAL INFO OFFICE)
I. SGT PHU (INTERPRETER)
J. SGT MINH (INTERPRETER)

5. ON 4 JAN 70, CWO HUGH C. THOMPSON OF LTG PEERS' COMMITTEE WAS
TAKEN ON A SECOND AIR RECONNAISSANCE OF MY LAI (4) TO CONFIRM PREVIOUS
OBSERVATIONS.
6. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SPECIAL CID TASK FORCE WERE IN MY LAI (4)
ON FIVE OCCASSIONS TO INVESTIGATE POSSIBLE CRIMINAL ACTS COMMITTED
DURING 16-18 MAR 68.
2. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
903
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P 140520Z ZFF-4 
FM £G III MAFQ 
TO COMUS~ACV ~ 
zcr·: . ' 
CON F IDE N T I A LIEYES ONLY SECTION TWO OF THREE 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
MY LAI 
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
o 121259Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-l 

. FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
ZEM . 
CON F 1 DEN T I A L ACD 033 EYES ONLY SECT TWO OF TREE 

A. ON 2 JAN 10, LTC S.L. MELNER SPENT APPROXIMATELY NE HOUR IN MY 
LAI (4) WITH ME. 

B. ON 3 JAN 70, THREE INDIVIDUALS- COL KEITH DUBOIS, LTC MELNER, 
AND MAJ THOMAS 'J. MCGREEVY- SPENT THREE HOURS IN MY LAI (4). 

·C. ON 4 JAN 70', NINE PERSONS SPENT SIX HOURS IN MY L I (4). THE 
NINE PERSONS WERE COL DUBOIS, MAJ MCGREEVY, TWO CID INV STIGATORS, 
TWO US INTERPRETERS, AND TWO VIETNAMESE. I 

D. ON 6 JAN 70, THE NINE PERSONS WHO HAD VISITED MY ~AI (4) 
ON. 4 JAN 70 RETURNED TO my LAI (4) ALONG WITH PFC LASZL 
KONDOR (AMCAL INFORMATION OFFICE). THEY REMAINED AT MY AI (4) 
APPROXIMATELY SIX HOURS. 

E. ON 1 JAN 10, MAJ THOMAS MCGREEVY ACCOMPANIED COUN ElSFOR THE 
lLTCALLEY COURT-MARTIAL.TO MY,LAI (4). THEY SPENT 

APPROXIMATELY EIGHT HOURS IN THE AREA. 
7. COUNSELS FOR THE lLl CALLEY COURT-MARTIAL VISITED MY LAI (4) 

ON 6 JAN 70 AND 7 JAN 70 TO CONDUCT PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGA ION 
AND VISUAL OBSERVATION. 

A. THE FOLLOWING PERSONS, INCLUDING COUNSELS, SPENT PPROXIMATELY 
TWO HOURS AT MY LAI (4) ON THE AFtERNOON OF 6 JAN 70: 

0) COL HENRY J. COTMAN (DEPUTY SJA ~ MACV) 
(2) COL DOTUNG (ARVN LIAISON) 
(3) MAJ KENNETH RABY (DEFENSE COUNSEL) 
(4) CPT AUBREY DANIEL (TRIAL COUNSEL) 
(5) CPT ARTHUR G. HAESSIG (AMCAL SJA OFFICE) 
(6) PFC PAULWIN (AMCAL PHOTOGRAPHER) 

B. FIVE OF THE ABOVE SIX PERSONS (ALL EXCEPT CPT HAE SIG) SPENT 
ABOUT EIGHT HOURS AT MY LAI (4) ON 7 JAN 70. MAJ MACGREEVY, SPECIAL 
CID TASK FORCE, ACCOMPANIED THEM. ~ 
8. DURING THE PERIOD 3-6 JAN 70, A USARV MAPPING AND INSPECTION 
PLANE TABLE MAPPING TEAM PERFORMED FIELD WORK IN THE VICINITY OF MY 
LAI (4). THE TEAM CONSISTED OF CPT JOHN W. HORNE; CW3 ARL E. HARDIN, 
AND SIXTEEN EM. THE MAPPING TEAM PREPARlD A CETAILED MA~ OF THE MY 
LAI(L!) AREA FOR THE ~PECIAL CID ~A~~ .. fQRCE. _~ 

, 
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P 140520Z ZFF 4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEK
C 0 E T I A L/EYES ONLY SECTION TWO OF THREE
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
MY LAI
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION
0 121259Z ZYH ZFF -4 ZFF-1
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
C 0 N D E T I A L ACD 033 EYES ONLY SECT TWO OF THREE

A. ON 2 JAN 70, LTC S.L. MELNER SPENT APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR IN MY

LAI (4) WITH ME.
MELNER,LTCB. ON 3 JAN 70, THREE INDIVIDUALS - COL KEITH DUBOIS,

AND MAJ THOMAS J. MCGREEVY- SPENT THREE HOURS IN MY LAI (4).
C. ON 4 JAN 70, NINE PERSONS SPENT SIX HOURS IN MY LAI (4). THE

NINE PERSONS WERE COL DUBOIS, MAJ MCGREEVY, TWO CID INVESTIGATORS,
TWO US INTERPRETERS, AND TWO VIETNAMESE.

D. ON 6 JAN 70, THE NINE PERSONS WHO HAD VISITED MY LAI (4)

ON. 4 JAN 70 RETURNED TO MY LAI (4) ALONG WITH PFC LASZLO
KONDOR (AMCAL INFORMATION OFFICE). THEY REMAINED AT MY LAI (4)

APPROXIMATELY SIX HOURS.
E. ON 7 JAN 70, MAJ THOMAS MCGREEVY ACCOMPANIED COUNSELS FOR THE

ILT CALLEY COURT-MARTIAL TO MY, LAI (4). THEY SPENT
APPROXIMATELY EIGHT HOURS IN THE AREA.
7. COUNSELS FOR THE 1LT CALLEY COURT-MARTIAL VISITED MY LAI (4)

ON 6 JAN 70 AND 7 JAN 70 TO CONDUCT PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION

AND VISUAL OBSERVATION.
A. THE FOLLOWING PERSONS, INCLUDING COUNSELS, SPENT APPROXIMATELY

TWO HOURS AT MY LAI (4) ON THE AFTERNOON OF 6 JAN 70:

(1) COL HENRY J. COTMAN (DEPUTY SJA, MACV)
(2) COL DO TUNG CARVN LIAISON)
(3) MAJ KENNETH RABY (DEFENSE COUNSEL)
(4) CPT AUBREY DANIEL (TRIAL COUNSEL)
(5) CPT ARTHUR G. HAESSIG CAMCAL SJA OFFICE)
(6) PFC PAULWIN (AMCAL PHOTOGRAPHER)
B. FIVE OF THE ABOVE SIX PERSONS (ALL EXCEPT CPT HAESSIG) SPENT

ABOUT EIGHT HOURS AT MY LAI (4) ON 7 JAN 70. MAJ MACGREEVY, SPECIAL

CID TASK FORCE, ACCOMPANIED THEM.
8. DURING THE PERIOD 3-6 JAN 70, A USARV MAPPING AND INSPECTION

PLANE TABLE MAPPING TEAM PERFORMED FIELD WORK IN THE VICINITY OF MY

LAI (4). THE TEAM CONSISTED OF CPT JOHN W. HORNE, CW3 CARL E. HARDIN,
AND SIXTEEN EM. THE MAPPING TEAM PREPARED A DETAILED MAP OF THE MY

LAI (4) AREA FOR THE SPECIAL CID TASK FORCE.
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9. THE CIVILIAN PRESS VISITeD MY LAI- (4) O[~ 8 JAN 70.-THEY- HAD NOT 
BEEN PERMITTED IN THE AREA WHILE INVESTIGATORS WERE STILL IN MY LAI. 
AT 0730 HOURE, 8 JAN 713, DAVE ROSENZWEIG (AP)., MARK GODFRIED (AP), 
ALLAN MAITLAND (REUTERS), VINCE SLAVIN (NEWARK NEWS), AND TOM BENIC 
(STARS AND STRIPES) \JJERE ESCORTED INTO MY LAI (4) BY MAJ JOHN 

PAULI (AMCAL 10). AT 163~ THAT AFTERNOON, DON BARKER (ABC NEWS) 
AND KENLY JONES (NBC NEWS) WERE ESCORTED THROUGH MY LAI BY MAJ 
PAULI. BOTH VISITS WERE LIMITED TO ONE HOUR ON THE GROUND, AND IN­
TERVIEWS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIERS SECURING THE AREA WERE NOT 
PERMITTED. " . 
10.AMERICAL DIVISION TOOK THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS TO SAFEGUARD VISITORS 
DURING AIR RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS IN THE VICINITY OF MY LAI (4): 

A. LTG PEERS' AIR RECONNAISSANCE OF ~1Y LAI (4) IN AN OH6A WAS 
ESCORTED BY A SECOND OH6A, TWO AH-IG GUNSHIPS, AN ARMED UH-IH WITH 
AN INFANTRY TEAOABOARD, AND A SECOND UH-lH PROVIDING COMMAND AND CON­
TROL. 

11. SECURITY FORCES AT MY LAI (4)" HAD NEGLIGIBLE ENEMY CON­
TACT.ON 30 DEC 69 AT 2i-i!5 HGURS,--·C~COMPANY,- 5TH BN. 46TH INF,- OB­
SERVED 10 VN IN THE VILLAGE AND INVESTIGATED, FINDING TUNNELS 
AND BUNKERS. AT 0900 HOURS O;N 31 DEC 69, C COMPANY, 5TH BN, 46TH INF t 

CAPTURED 4 VC IN MY LAI. AT 1810 HOU.RS ON 31 DEC 69, H TROOP, 17TH 
CAVALRY' DETONATED A BOOBY TRAP HAND GRENADE RESULTING IN FIVE WOUND­
ED. THE FIVE WERE MEDEVACED TO HOSPITALS IN CHU LAI. TWO OF THE MEN 
RETURNED TO DUTY WITH THEIR UNIT ON 7 JAN 70, AND THREE WERE 
EVACUATED OUT OF COUNTRY. ON 1 JAN 70 AT 1810 HOURS D TROOP, 
1ST SQUADRON, 1ST CAVALRY, DETAINED 2 VCI 1.5 KILOMETERS 
FROM MY LAI. FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER H TROOP, 17TH CAVALRY RECEIVED SMALL 
ARMS FIRE FROM THE EAST. FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF THE AREA REVEALED 
NEGATIVE RESULTS. 
GP-4 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER FIRST DUTY HOURS 
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9. THE CIVILIAN PRESS VISITED MY LAI (4) ON 8 JAN 70. THEY HAD NOT
BEEN PERMITTED IN THE AREA WHILE INVESTIGATORS WERE STILL IN MY LAI.
AT 0730 HOURE, 8 JAN 70, DAVE ROSENZWEIG (AP), MARK GODFRIED (AP),
ALLAN MAITLAND (REUTERS), VINCE SLAVIN (NEWARK NEWS), AND TOM BENIC
(STARS AND STRIPES) WERE ESCORTED INTO MY LAI (4) BY MAJ JOHN
PAULI (AMCAL I0). AT 1630 THAT AFTERNOON, DON BARKER (ABC NEWS)
AND KENLY JONES (NBC NEWS) WERE ESCORTED THROUGH MY LAI BY MAJ
PAULI. BOTH VISITS WERE LIMITED TO ONE HOUR ON THE GROUND, AND IN-

TERVIEWS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIERS SECURING THE AREA WERE NOT
PERMITTED.
10. AMERICAL DIVISION TOOK THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS TO SAFEGUARD VISITORS
DURING AIR RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS IN THE VICINITY OF MY LAI (4):

A. LTG PEERS' AIR RECONNAISSANCE OF MY LAI (4) IN AN OH 6A WAS
ESCORTED BY A SECOND OH 6A , TWO AH-IG GUNSHIPS, AN ARMED UH - 1H WITH
AN INFANTRY TEAOABOARD, AND A SECOND UH-1H PROVIDING COMMAND AND CON-
TROL.
11. SECURITY FORCES AT MY LAI (4) HAD NEGLIGIBLE ENEMY CON-

TACT. ON 30 DEC 69 AT 2145 HOURS, C COMPANY, 5TH BN . 46TH INF, OB -
SERVED 10 VN IN THE VILLAGE AND INVESTIGATED, FINDING TUNNELS
AND BUNKERS. AT 0900 HOURS ON 31 DEC 69, C COMPANY, 5TH BN, 46TH INF,
CAPTURED 4 VC IN MY LAI. AT 1810 HOURS ON 31 DEC 69, H TROOP, 17TH
CAVALRY DETONATED A BOOBY TRAP HAND GRENADE RESULTING IN FIVE WOUND -

ED. THE FIVE WERE MEDEVACED TO HOSPITALS IN CHU LAI. TWO OF THE MEN

RETURNED TO DUTY WITH THEIR UNIT ON 7 JAN 70, AND THREE WERE
EVACUATED OUT OF COUNTRY. ON 1 JAN 70 AT 1810 HOURS D TROOP,
1ST SQUADRON, 1ST CAVALRY, DETAINED 2 VCI 1.5 KILOMETERS
FROM MY LAI. FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER H TROOP, 17TH CAVALRY RECEIVED SMALL

ARMS FIRE FROM THE EAST. FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF THE AREA REVEALED
NEGATIVE RESULTS.
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER FIRST DUTY HOURS
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P 140520Z ZFF-4 
FM CG 11-1 MAF 
TO COMUSMACV ' 
ZEM 

DECLASSIFIED 

" 

CON F IDE N T I A L/EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF 1HREE 
FOR '~lGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
MY LAI 
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 
o 121259Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-l 
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL 'DIV 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF 
ZEM 
CON F 1 DEN T I A L ACD 033 EYES ONLY FINAL SECT OF THREE 
12. AMERICAL DIVISION PROVIDED AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE SUPPORT ~OR THE 

lIlY LAI (4) INVESTIGATORS AS FOLLOWS: 
A. TG T: 1 H 1289 A F 

FLOWN: 2 JAN 70 
FLY ING UNIT: 245TH SURVEILLANCE COMPANY (MOHAWK). 
SUPPORT PROVIDED: 1 MOSAIC, 3 SETS OF PRINTS, 9X9, VERTICAL. 
AREA COVERED: MAP SERIES L7014, SHEET 6739II, MAP 'SCALE 1:50,000 

COORDINATES 887180, 7280, 7278, AND 7178. 
B. TGT: IH 1353 AF 

FLOWN: 9 JAN 70 
FLYING UNIT: SAME AS ABOVE 
SUPPORT PROVIDED: ONE SET OF PRINTS, 9X9 VERTICAL. 
AREA COVERED: MAP SERIES L7014, SHEET 6739II, MAP SCALE 1:50,003 

COORDINATES B57282, 7575, 7582, AND 7275. 
13. AMERICAL DIV ASSl~NED HELICOPTERS TO THE VISITORS FOR THEIR 
TRANSPORTATION THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD 30 DEC 69 - 10 JAN 70 AS FOLLOWS: 

30 DEC 69 2UH-IH 
31 DEC 69 - 3 JAN 70 3 UH-IH EACH DAY 
4 JAN 70 - 5 JAN 70 4 UH-IH EACH DAY 
6 JAN 70 - 1~JAN ___ ~V~,_2~U=H~--.!Ic:-.:H~EA:.-=-:C::.:H~D~A-.:..Y __ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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P 140520Z ZFF -4
FM CG III MAF
TO CO MUSMACV
ZEM
C 0 N F E I A L/EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF THREE
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
MY LAI
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
0 121259Z ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF - 1

FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
C 0 N F I D N I A L ACD 033 EYES ONLY FINAL SECT OF THREE
12. AMERICAL DIVISION PROVIDED AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE SUPPORT FOR THE
MY LAI (4) INVESTIGATORS AS FOLLOWS:

A. TGT: 1H11289 AF
FLOWN: 2 JAN 70
FLYING UNIT : 245TH SURVEILLANCE COMPANY (MOHAWK).
SUPPORT PROVIDED: 1 MOSAIC, 3 SETS OF PRINTS, 9X9, VERTICAL.
AREA COVERED: MAP SERIES L7014, SHEET 6739II, MAP SCALE 1:50,00D

COORDINATES BS7180, 7280, 7278, AND 7178.
B. TGT: 1H 1353 AF

FLOWN: 9 JAN 70
FLYING UNIT : SAME AS ABOVE
SUPPORT PROVIDED: ONE SET OF PRINTS, 9X9 VERTICAL.
AREA COVERED: MAP SERIES L7014, SHEET 6739II, MAP SCALE 1:50,000

COORDINATES BS7282, 7575, 7582, AND 7275.
13. AMERICAL DIV ASSIGNED HELICOPTERS TO THE VISITORS FOR THEIR
TRANSPORTATION THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD 30 DEC 69 - 10 JAN 70 AS FOLLOWS:

30 DEC 69 2UH-IH
31 DEC 69 - 3 JAN 70 3 UH-1H EACH DAY
4 JAN 70 - 5 JAN 70 4 UH-1H EACH DAY
6 JAN 70 - 10 JAN 70 2 UH-1H EACH DAY
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;14. <fir "UfJAN 7i2J, I tOQRD I NAIED W ITrf THE - G 3~ I i.I MAF;- C-G,-2-ND-ARvr~ D IV, 
AND PROVINCE CHIEF, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE FOR CONCURRENCE IN WITH-
'DRA~~ALOF rORCES FROM THE IMMEDIATE SECURITY ROLE AT MY LAI (4). 

CONCURRENCE WAS RECEIVED ,AND THE AMERICAL HASRE~10VED THE SE-
CURITY TASK FORCE FRO~ MY LAI (4) SO THESE UNITS CAN BE UTILIZED TO 
VURSUE THE DIVISION'S OFFENSIVE MISSION. H IROOP, 17TH CAVALRY DE­
PARTED MY LAI (4) AT 1030 HOURS ON 10 JAN 70. THE PERSONNEL FROM B COM­
PA{~Y, 26TH ENGINEER BN, iI/ERE REMOVED FROM MY LAI (4) AT 1000 HOURS ON 
11JAN70. THE TASK FORCE HEADQUARTERS, THE PATHFINDERS, AND RECON PLA-
TOON, 5TH BN, 46TH INF DEPARTED MY LAI (4) AT ABOUT NOON ON II JAN70. 
COMPANY C, 5TH BN, 46TH INF LEFT MY LAI (4) AI 1600 HOURS ON 12JAN70 .• 
ALL SANDBAGS HAVE BEEN REMOVED AND ALL DUG-IN POSITIONS HAVE BEEN 
FILLED IN. THE AREA WAS PROPERLY POLICED AND INSPECTED BY BRIGADE 
HEADQUARTERS. 

I AM VERY PROUD OF ALL ELEMENTS OF THIS DIVISION WHO WERE IN­
VOLVED IN THIS TASK AND -1 CONSIDER THAT THEY PERFORMED IN THE 
USUAL OUTSTANDING MANNER OF AMERICAL STANDARDS. GEN PEERS HAS WRITTEN 
FIVE LETTERS OF APPRECIATION TO VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE DIVISION. 
WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL FOR HIS COMPLIMENTARY REfY'LARKS. I CONSIDER WE 
WERE VERY FORTUNATE 1f~ NOT HAVING MORE INCIDENTS AND VERY THANKFUL 
THAT NO VISITOR BECAME A CASUALTY. I HOPE THIS WILL BE THE END OF VISIT 
ORS TO MY LAI (4). 
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14. ON 12 JAN 70, I COORDINATED WITH THE G3, III MAF ; CG, 2ND ARVN DIV,
AND PROVINCE CHIEF, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE FOR CONCURRENCE IN WITH-
DRAWAL OF FORCES FROM THE IMMEDIATE SECURITY ROLE AT MY LAI (4).
CONCURRENCE WAS RECEIVED, AND THE AMERICAL HAS REMOVED THE SE-
CURITY TASK FORCE FROM MY LAI (4) SO THESE UNITS CAN BE UTILIZED TO
VURSUE THE DIVISION'S OFFENSIVE MISSION. H TROOP, 17TH CAVALRY DE -

PARTED MY LAI (4) AT 1030 HOURS ON 10 JAN 70. THE PERSONNEL FROM B COM-

PANY, 26TH ENGINEER BN, WERE REMOVED FROM MY LAI (4) AT 1000 HOURS ON
11JAN70. THE TASK FORCE HEADQUARTERS , THE PATHFINDERS, AND RECON PLA-

TOON, 5TH BN, 46TH INF DEPARTED MY LAI (4) AT ABOUT NOON ON 11 JAN 70.
COMPANY C, 5TH BN, 46TH INF LEFT MY LAI (4) AT 1600 HOURS ON 12JAN72.
ALL SANDBAGS HAVE BEEN REMOVED AND ALL DUG -IN POSITIONS HAVE BEEN
FILLED IN. THE AREA WAS PROPERLY POLICED AND INSPECTED BY BRIGADE
HEADQUARTERS.

I AM VERY PROUD OF ALL ELEMENTS OF THIS DIVISION WHO WERE IN -

VOLVED IN THIS TASK AND I CONSIDER THAT THEY PERFORMED IN THE
USUAL OUTSTANDING MANNER OF AMERICAL STANDARDS. GEN PEERS HAS WRITTEN
FIVE LETTERS OF APPRECIATION TO VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE DIVISION.
WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL FOR HIS COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS. I CONSIDER WE
WERE VERY FORTUNATE IN NOT HAVING MORE INCIDENTS AND VERY THANKFUL
THAT NO VISITOR BECAME A CASUALTY. I HOPE THIS WILL BE THE END OF VISIT
ORS TO MY LAI (4).
GP - 4
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;;: OTTTZVIl\1 R IIMf1AFM 643· 0 iSS9 54-TTTT--R.UIIHFf1A. "\ 
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/. 0 15ftlSl54Z JMJ 70 . '-." 
/ FM CG ,l U I \\'lAP" • " 
/. ~~ RUHHff·1A/CG tv FNFPAC , ' , , '\: 

/ TOP S £ C R' E 1'/SPECAT 'EXClUSIVE/PERSO.NAl .FOR L.IGEN BUSE FROf~ LIGEN ~ 
/ 

tHCl(EffSONe WARun:: COkPS EYES ONLY~ 'DELIV:£R DUHI.NG ~JORKING HOURS ON.L.Yc>. '-' 
USMC CONMA,NU A'N CO~lROl. STRuctURE: IN lCll ," 

/ Ao - CG F"MFPAC 312123Z ottc 69 . '. '" '\ 

/ 
1. IN ACCORDANCE WItH REF A AND DISCllSSIONS HITK CMC DURING 'HIS 

, RECENT VISIT \J IT IS PROPOS~'D TO SEND- ;J;HE FOLLO~lll'JG MESSAGE TO, , ' 
/' COMUSNACV. ' ' '- , ~" 
/ 

QUOlE " " , 
KQS FOR US COMl'1AND El.EMEN! IN leTZ . , " ' , ' 

/ A. 1 II ,MAf MEMO 2GD/CR,S 32100 SER Ql00,-l~2369 orD 30 OCl '&9 , '" " 

/ 
10, REF A,PROPCSED THE AMALGAt>lATION OF THE III MAli AND XXIV COR:PS 
HQS MJD' THJL FORMAT ION OF A JOI NT HQ5. ,.16 COMMAND US fORCES UI ICTZ 

/ OURINGREDEPlO'lMENT PHASES THREE THROUGH SIX. THE PROPOSED AMALGA- ,,'" 

/ 
MAl 101\'- ~JAS',BASED ON tHE PREMISE THAi riA'JOR MARINE FORCES \~OULD 
REMAUl, IN lCTZ tHROUGH PHASE SIXo ~ ,,' 

/ 2. THE. PROP.a;ED AMALGAMATI ON HAS BEE.1i HELD IN ABEYANCE. ~ 

~ ~ 
/ 

PAGE: TWO RMMMAF'A 164.5 1- 0 P SEC It E !/SPECAl EXCLUSIVE rOR/MC£O , 

/ 
3. ~U'\CE THE SUBNlSSlOO OF REF A,l REDEPI:OYNENT P~M~S HtWE SEEN ," 
CONSIDERABl Y AJ..rERED~ THE PREPONDERANCE OF MARBlE FORCES IdILL . " 

/ 
PROBABLY REDEPLOY BY THE END OF PHASE-t'lV. , ' 

/ 
4. IN VIEW,- OJo4 tHE ABOVE, :11 IS BELIEVED. THE REQUIREMENT FOR A JOINT "-
USMC/USA 'KGS IS NO LONGER ,VALID DUE. T.O 'ITS PROBABLE SHOR'r LIFEo 'THE " 

/ FOLLOWING, HW'AL'fERNATIVE SalUTI a~s ARE' PROPOSED. ',- . 
//' ;0 ALTERNATIVE ONE: RETAIN KQS III MAF, AS THE US COMMAND ELEM~NT ,~ 
/' IN lClZ UNt 11.. THE MARINE DIVlSI ON' A~D 'WING REDEPLOY <OURltIG PHASE IV) "-

/ 
AT WHICH TIME III MAp WOULD BE DISeSl"ABLISHEO AND' REPLACED BY XFFVo '" 

./. DISESTABLISH XXIV CORPS AFTER TET'. AFTER DlSESTABLlSHftlENt tV XXIV <, 
CORPS, A NUMBER .OP' KEY STAFF BIL.LETS·...w·lTHlN III MAr \JOULD' BE ASSUMED _ '\ 

/ 
BY 'us ARMY PERS OONEL l:JH 0 WOUlD 8E TcHE NUCLEUS OF tHE Nt\! XfFV HQS , 
WHEN THE LAtTER 15 ESTABLISHED. ' . ' '\ 

/' 6. ALtERNATIVE TWO: ON A DATE TO BI!1~f)nERrlllNED. Xf'FV/XXIV CORPS " 

/ 
ASSUME COMMAND OF US FORCES IN telZ. PillOR to THAT DAtE, A NUM8Ek . ,,' 

, OF us ARMY PERSOl\1MEL WILL HAVE BEEN PHASED INTO THE III MAli" STAFF', ' " 
/ AtJD A COf~PARABl.E NUf!1BER OF MARINE PERSONNEL PHASED OUT., ON THE DATE., 

/ 
XFfV/XXIV CORPS, ASSUMES COfilC1iHID, OF ,:U$ FO~CES IN IC'lZ, IiI MAf t 1:.11111 ., 
4COUS!DERABLE REDUCEQ STAfF, ~OULU '~~COME SUBORDIN~lE TO XFFV/XKIV ., 

/ CORPSo IX! "lAV\'JOUlD~ RENAHl t\ LHJ!S~fflJ!CE cor'U·1AW!)~ li~VE COMI'.JAMD' '\ 

/ " i) f\ t:" r: / 1") F··~3 -f) ~ f\ E" ."~ , "-/ 1,' H 0 r ~ ~ . ~ , ~''9 =, '-/ ~ ", n >,(- ",..,,~-,~~,,""'< __ ~,~ l"'",{# """",,; " 

~~/////~///~~;/~~~~~////;~~~~ 
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OTTTZYUV RHMMAFA1643 0156954-ITTI--RUHFMA
ZNY TTITT
0 1509542 JAN 70
FH CG, III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG, FMFPAC
BT
T 0 E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/PERSONAL FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS ONLY.
USMC COMMAND AN CONTROL STRUCTURE IN ICTZ
A. CG FMFPAC 312 1232 DEC 69
1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A AND DISCUSSIONS WITH CMC DURING HIS
RECENT VISIT, IT IS PROPOSED TO SEND- THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO
COMUSMACV.
QUOTE
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN ICTZ
A. III MAF MEMO 26D/CRS 3900 SER 000122369 DTD 30 OCT 69
1. REF A PROP OSED THE AMALGAMATI ON OF THE III MAF AND XXIV CORPS
HQS AND THE FORMATION OF A JOINT HQS. T6 COMMAND US FORCES IN ICTZ
DURING REDEPLOYMENT PHASES THREE THROUGH SIX. THE PROPOSED AMALGA-
MATION WAS BASED ON THE PREMISE THAT MAJOR MARINE FORCES WOULD
REMAIN IN ICTZ THROUGH PHASE SIX.
2. THE PROPOSED AMALGAMATION HAS BEEN HELD IN ABEYANCE.

PAGE TWO RMMMAFA1645 0 E C R T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO
3. SINCE THE SUBMISSI ON OF REF Ag REDEPLOYMENT PLANS HAVE BEEN
CONSIDERABLY ALTERED; THE PREPONDERANCE OF MARINE FORCES WILL
PROBABLY REDEPLOY BY THE END OF PHASE IV.
4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS BELIEVED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A JOINT
USMC/USA HQS IS NO LONGER VALID DUE. TO ITS PROBABLE SHORT LIFE. THE
FOLLOWING TWO ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS ARE PROPOSED.
5. ALTERNATIVE ONE: RETAIN HQS III MAF. AS THE US COMMAND ELEMENT
IN ICTZ UNTIL THE MARINE DIVISIO AND WING REDEPLOY (DURING PHASE IV)
AT WHICH TIME 111 MAF WOULD BE DISESTABLISHED AND REPLACED BY XFFV.
DISESTABLISH XXIV CORPS AFTER TET. AFTER DISESTABLISHMENT OF XXIV
CORPS, A NUMBER OF KEY STAFF BILLETS WITHIN III MAF WOULD BE ASSUMED
BY US ARMY PERS ONNEL WHO WOULD BE THE NUCLEUS OF THE NEW XFFV HQS
WHEN THE LATTER IS ESTABLISHED.
S. ALTERNATIVE TWO: ON A DATE TO BE: DETERMINED, XFFV/XXIV CORPS
ASSUME COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICIZ. PRIOR TO THAT DATE, A NUMBER
OF US ARMY PERSONNEL WILL HAVE BEEN PHASED INTO THE III MAF STAFF
AND A COMPARABLE NUMBER OF MARINE PERSONNEL PHASED OUT. ON THE DATE
XFFV/XXIV CORPS ASSUMES COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ, III MAF, WITH
a CONSIDERABLE REDUCED STAFF, WOULD BECOME SUBORDINATE TO XFFV/XXIV
CORPS. III MAF WOULD: REMAIN A UNISERVICE COMMAND: HAVE COMMAND
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~ PAGE· tHREE RHI'II'IAFA 1643 TOP SEC Ii E.· T ISPECAt EXCl.USI VE FOIi/I'lCEO 0 
'/ tESS' OPCON OF' ASSIGNED MARlt~E fORCES.;.'·,sE SATELLl1ED ON ONE. (]I THE ,-" 
/ IN.,.COUNTRY MARl£~E COPWlA NDS; COORDINATE REDEPLOYMENT" OF MARINE FORCES ~. " 

/ 
. DURING PHASE 1'1; MJD BE DISESTABLISHED UPON THE' REDEPLOYMENT CF THE . 

1ST MARINE nlV'lSlOt~ AND F'MAW (lATE IN"PHAS!! rV)o· '- . 
/ i,.· n IS BELIEVED tHAt ALTERNATIVE·tlNE-'-WOULD RESULT ltJ THE LEAST ,-" 

/ 
AMOmlT· OF tURBULENCE FROM tHE SIANDPOHlt. OF HJSTAl.LATIOWSoFERSONNEL o " 

. / AND COMMAND RELATIONS AND \10ULD CAUS.E 'HIE lEAST AMOUNT .(f DISRUPTION. '-
/ J IN THE Vl'fAL CO~JtUJUltY OF COMMAND 'AND- .cONTROL Of. US fORCES IN IC:rZ.. . " 
/ . WE CAN, MAI<£' EITHER AL!ERNAT lVE ~/ORK.o " 

/ 
8. R£QU[ST DEClSlO1'l A:f AN E~ARLY j)AT~ H~· GRDEk THAT PLAtHHNG CAN '- . 

. PROCEED. '. . "-
. / ut~QUarE .' . . '-

/
/ - 2 •. THE FOLLOWIMG~ COMMENTS ARE Mi\DE COtlCEkNH~G THE ABOlJE ·ALTERNATIVES. <, 

3. 1, ALTERNATIVE ONE IS ADOPTED, TllE QUESTlON Oft tHE 111 MAF COM~1A~IDER " 

/ 
COMES TO THE FORE. ZAIS STATES HE WANTS TO GO "I{-G1E" H~ tHE' SUMMER. "-

/ 
UNLESS HE DOES GO, FOR III MAl" TO REf1:l\1N AS .NOH II 1\1'1 RELIEF SH (lItD BE . '-
SENl(R TO. HIM. II IS DOUBTFUL COlYlUSl\1AOV·~10ULD ~CCEPl·nUS INVIE~ " 

/ 
.01' THE TIME FRAME AND OTHERCONSl.DER~T).Ol'tSCl IF A-MARINE lIGEN'VICE "-

. ZAIS IS ACCEPTABLE TO COMUSMACV, C[:tC:SH{AJLD BE SO lNFORf:lED BY' " 
:; COI'IUSflACV. ". "-

/
/ . . ~ 

PAGE FOUR RHftlfIJAFA·1C)il3 lOPS E C R'1£ t/SPE'CAY EXCLUSIVE FOR/MeEO "-

/ 
40', NOtE tHAi IN ALIERNAllVE T~OIJ WE ARE RECOMMENDING THE. RETENtION '- . 
Of"THE tlTLi 11.1 MAY •. 11' THIS ALTERNA.TIVE IS ADOPTED~ A MARINE LTGEN . "-

/ ·JUNIOR TO·1A1S COULD BE ASSIGNED AND'l.';OCAl PROBLEMS OF. SENIORITY " 

/ 
AVOIDED'. THERE MIGHT, HOWEVER, BE A jlR;OBl..EM IN tHE MARINE. CORPS '-

. STRUCTURE Put 'fa THE RELATIVELY SI1QfJ: PERIOD CF TIME THIS NEW LTGEN " 
. / "'OULD BE IN VIETf~ANo HO:JEVER, IT APP.ElIliS,TO·ME THAT ONE Ci' tHE LTGEN " 
// BILLETS. WHICH \!JILl. BECOME VACANT T1U$:'SUMMER 9 COUl..D EE HELD FOR RIMo '-
/ 50 IN REGARD TO A CANDIDATE JiORlliE.~OB-:·OF CG 111 {~AFf NAJGEN BlWr4At~ ."\ 
/ : IS A SENIOR MAJOR GENERAl. AND RATES FlU .. \" CONslDERAT ION FOR THIS '- . 

/
. ASSIGMERT RA1HER THAN WORKING FOR A J~NI0R ADVANCED OVER HIM. ."\ 

G. lA.KING ALL· tHE ABOVE Iffl'O CONSID~hATiON. 1 l:ELIEVE ALTERNAtIVE . "-

// ;~gE~~Dl~s T~A~A~~~N~O~~S:'~~' ~:~~~~~~.~iM:~~T~~Fi~~~~ ~~O~E~~N- ~ 
"'ILL ARlSEo IN THE MAIN, THESE WIU::'BE' ARt4Y PROBl.EMS. USARV IS HAVING: " 

/ 
DIFfICULTY COMING UP WITH THE PEOp,l..E. 'A~ EQUIPMENT TO TAKE OVER COM- , 
MON· SUPPORt. FINDING THE PEOPLE TO Ti\t(£. OVER MANY FUNC.tIONS WHICH ,-" 

/ WE. ARE NOW.~ERfORtUNG, E.Go p SECURITY OF THE AIRFIE1..PS, 15 NOT GOING " 

/ 
TO··BE EASY. 1 BEt.lEVE THE III MAr COMMAtWER SHOUl.D CONCENTRATE CiJ '\. 

/ 
MARINE CORPS REDEPLOYP1ENT PROBLEMS ,.J'KleH- IN THEMSELVES WILL EE MAJOR,,· '- . 
7. GENERAL ROSSON' VISITED ME TODAY,' ijE STAtED THAT HE HAD DEBRIEFED "\ 

~. PAf;F ~ OE3 ~jA' ~~r:(~ ~ / ~ x. "r",", ~'----. ',. • ,~. __ f .' \, \~ ,...., "\ 

/ III ~A' 2100/.. COpy0 OF >5 COPIES TOP SECRET" ,"-
///////////////////////////~/~ 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA1643 T E C E. T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0
LESS OPCON OF ASSIGNED MARINE FORCES; BE SATELLITED ON ONE OF THE
IN-COUNTRY MARINE COMMANDS; COORDINATE REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE FORCES
DURING PHASE IV; AND BE DISESTABLISHED UPON THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE
1ST MARINE DIVISION AND FMAW (LATE IN PHASE IV>.
7. IT IS BELIEVED THAT ALTERNATIVE ONE- WOULD RESULT IN THE LEAST
AMOUNT OF TURBULENCE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF INSTALLATIONS, PERS ONNEL,
AND COMMAND RELATIONS AND WOULD CAUSE THE LEAST AMOUNT OF DISRUPTION
IN THE VITAL CONTINUITY OF COMMAND AND- CONTROL OF US FORCES IN ICTZ.
WE CAN. MAKE EITHER ALTERNATIVE WORK.
8. REQUEST DECISION AT AN EARLY DATE IN ORDER THAT PLANNING CAN
PROCEED.
UNQUOTE
2. THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE MADE CONCERNING THE ABOVE ALTERNATIVES.
3. IF ALTERNATIVE ONE IS ADOPIED, THE QUESTION of THE III MAF COMMANDER
COMES TO THE FORE. ZAIS STATES HE WANTS TO GO "HOME" IN THE SUMMER.
UNLESS HE DOES GO, FOR III MAF TO REMAIN AS NOW, MY RELIEF SHOULD BE
SE NI OR TO HIM. IT IS DOUBTFUL COMUSMACV WOULD ACCEPT THIS IN VIEW
OF THE TIME FRAME AND OTHER CONSIDERATI ONS. IF A MARINE LIGEN VICE
ZAIS IS ACCEPTABLE TO COMUSMACV, CMC SHOULD BE S0 INFORMED BY
COMUSMACV.

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA-1643 T 0 E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0
4. NOTE THAT IN ALTERNATIVE TWO, WE ARE RECOMMENDING THE RETENTION
OF THE TITLE 111 MAF. IF THIS ALTERNATIVE IS ADOPTED, A MARINE LTGEN
JUNIOR TO ZAIS COULD BE ASSIGNED AND LOCAL PROBLEMS OF SENIORITY
AVOIDED. THERE MIGHT, HOWEVER, BE A PROBLEM IN THE MARINE CORPS
STRUCTURE DUE TO THE RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME THIS NEW LTGEN
WOULD BE IN VIETNAM. HOWEVER, IT APPEARS TO ME THAT ONE OF THE LTGEN
BILLETS, WHICH WILL BECOME VACANT THIS SUMMER, COULD BE HELD FOR HIM.
5. IN REGARD TO A CANDIDATE FOR THE JOB OF CG III MAF, MAJGEN BOWMAN
IS A SENIOR MAJOR GENERAL AND RATES FULL CONSIDERATION FOR THIS
ASSIGMENT RATHER THAN WORKING FOR A JUNIOR ADVANCED OVER HIM.
6. TAKING ALL THE ABOVE INTO CONSIDERATION, I BELIEVE ALTERNATIVE
TWO IS IN THE MARINE CORPS BEST INTERESTS. ANOTHER POINT TO BE CON-
SIDEKED IS THAT DURING PHASE IV MANY EXTREMELY DIFFICULT PROBLEMS
WILL ARISE. IN THE MAIN, THESE WILL ARMY PROBLEMS. USARV IS HAVING
DIFFICULTY COMING UP WITH THE PEOPLE AND EQUIPMENT TO TAKE OVER COM-
MON SUPPORT. FINDING THE PEOPLE TO TAKE. OVER MANY FUNCTIONS WHICH
WE ARE NOW PERFORMING, E.G.D SECURITY OF THE AIRFIELDS, IS NOT GOING
TO BE EASY. I BELIEVE THE III MAF COMMANDER SHOULD CONCENTRATE ON
MARINE CORPS REDEPLOYMENT PROBLEMS WHICH IN THEMSELVES WILL BE MAJOR.
7. GENERAL ROSSON VISITED ME TODAY. HE STATED THAT HE HAD DEBRIEFED
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA1643 T 0 P SECRE TY/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO
MGEN TOWNSEND CONCERNING CMC°S DISCUSSION WITH MIM BUT THAT HE HAD
NOT PERSONALLY TALKED TO COMUSMACV. HE WILL TALK TO ABE IONI GHT o

HE ASKED FOR MY VIEWS WHICH X GAVE HIM AS FOLLOUS: CAD COMUSMACV
SHOULD DECIDE ON THE FUTURE OF III MAF AND HHIV CORPS HQS S CONEST:
(B) I HAVE REQUESTED RETIREMENT AT THE END OF MY YEAR'S IOUR: 868 PER-
SONAL: PROBLEMS WHICH BOTH YOU AND CHAPPIE HNOW WERE MENTIONED BUT
NOT MADE AN ISSUE:
800 COMUSMACV DECISION ON THE ABOVE SHOULD CLARIFY THE NEED FOR
A USMC LIGEN TO RELIEVE ME.
8. I BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD COME UP WITH. THE MARINE CORPS POSTION
EARLY. IT WOULD BE BETTER TO MAKE A CONCRETE PROPOSAL TO COMUSMACV
BEFORE HIS STAFF DEVELOPS A POSITION WHICH MIGHT NOT BE IN OUR BEST
INTERESTS.
So WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
1643
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1 TOP SEC RET /EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAPlS FROM LtGEN .NICKERSON 
. HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN IeTZ 
A. III twlAF twlEMo 26D/CRS 300117 5ER 00012.2369 DTD 3117 OCT. 69 
1. REF A PRGPoSED THE AMALGAMATION OF. THE III MAl' AND XXIV CORPS 

. HQS AND THE FORMATION OF A JOINT MiaS TO COMMAND US FORCES IN IeTZ 
i DURING REDEPLOYMENT PHASES THREE THROUGH SI X •. THE PROPO SED AMALGA­
I MATION WAS BAStl) ON THE PREMISE THAl' MAJOR MARINE FORCES WOULD 
REMAIN IN ICTZ THROUGH PHASE SIX. 
2. THE PROPOSED AMALGAMAtION' HAS BEEN HltLD IN ABEYANCE. 
3. SINCE THE suBMISSION OF REF At REDEPLOYMENT PLANS HAVE BEEN 
CONSIDERABLY ALTERED; THE PREPONDERANCE OF MARINE FORCES WILL 
PROBABLY REDEPLOY BY THE END OF PHASE IV. 
4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE. IT IS BELIEVED THE REQUIREMEN.T FOR f! JO INT 
USMC/USA HQS IS NO LONGER VALID DUE TO. ITS PROBABL.E . SHORT LIFE. THE 
FOLLOWING TWO ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS ARE PROPOSED • 
. 5. AL.TERNATIVE ONE: RETAIN HQS II I MAF AS THE US COMMAND ELE.MENT· 
IN ICTZ UNTlL THE MARINE DlVISION AND .WING REDEPLOY (DURING PHASE IV) 
AT WHICH TIME IIi MAF' wOULD BE D'lSESTABLISHED AND REPLACED BY XFFV.' 
DISESTABLISH XXIV CORPS AFTER TET. 'AFTER DISESTABLlSHEDMENT ·.OF XXIV 
CORPS, A NUMBER OF KEY STAFF BILLETS WITHIN III MAr WOULD BE ASSUMED 
BY US ARMY PERSONNEL. WHO WOULD BE THE ~UCLEUS OF THE NEW XFFV HQS 
WHEN THE LATTER IS ESTABLISHED. 
6. ALTERNATIVE TWO: ON A DATE TO BE DETERMIriED, XFFVIXXIV CORPS 
ASSUME COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ. PRIOR TO THAT DATE. A' NUMBER 
OF US ARMY PERSONNEL WILL HAVE BEEN PHASED INTO THE III MAr stAFF 
AND A COMPARABLE' NUMBER OF MARINE PERSONNEL PHASED OUT. ON THE DATE 
XFFV /XXI V CORPS ASSUfVJES co MMAND OF US FORCES IN lCTZ. II I MAY, WITH 
A CONSIDERABLY REDUCED STAFF, WOU\..D BECOME SUBORDINATE TO XFFV/XXIV 
CORPS. III MAF WOUl.D: REMAIN A UNISERVICE co "MAND; HAVE ITS HQS -
SATELLItED ON ONE OF THE IN-COUNTRY MARINE COMMANDS; COORDINATE 
REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE FORCES DURING PHASE IV; AND BE DISESTABLISHED 
UPON THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST MARIN~ DIVISION AND FMAW (LATE 
IN PHASE" IV). ' 
1. IT IS BELIEYED THAT ALTERNATIVE ONE WOULD RESULT IN THE LEAST 
AMOUNT OF TuRBULENCE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF INSTALLATIONS, PERSONNEL t 
AND COMMAND REI..AT IONS AND WOUL.DCt\USE THE LEIlIST A [fOUNT OFD ISRuPT ION 
IN THE VITAL CONTINUITY OF COMMAND AIND CONTRClLOF US FORCES IN ICTl-. 
8. WE CAN MAKE EITHER ALTERNATIVE ~10RK. 
9. REQUEST DECISION AT AN EARLY DATE IN ORDEn THAT PLANNING CAN 
PROCEED. 
19 WARM REGARDS 
GP~4 
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A. III MAF MEMO 26D/CRS 3000 SER 000122369 DTD 30 OCT 69
1. REF A PROPOSED THE AMALGAMATION OF THE III MAF AND XXIV CORPS

HQS AND THE FORMATION OF A JOINT HQS TO CO MMAND US FORCES IN ICTZ
DURING REDEPLOYMENT PHASES THREE THROUGH SIX. THE PROPOSED AMALGA-
MATION WAS BASED ON THE PREMISE THAT MAJOR MARINE FORCES WOULD
REMAIN IN ICTZ THROUGH PHASE SIX.
2. THE PROPOSED AMALGAMATION HAS BEEN HELD IN ABEYANCE.
3. SINCE THE SUBMISSION OF REF A, REDEPLOYMENT PLANS HAVE BEEN
CONSIDERABLY ALTERED; THE PREPONDERANCE OF MARINE FORCES WILL
PROBABLY REDEPLOY BY THE END OF PHASE IV.
4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS BELIEVED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A JOINT
USMC/USA HQS IS NO LONGER VALID DUE TO ITS PROBABLE SHORT LIFE. THE
FOLLOWING TWO ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS ARE PROPOSED.
5. ALTERNATIVE ONE: RETAIN HQS III MAF AS THE US CO MMAND ELEMENT
IN ICTZ UNTIL THE MARINE DIVISION AND WING REDEPLOY (DURING PHASE IV)
AT WHICH TIME III MAF WOULD BE DISESTABLISHED AND REPLACED BY XFFV.
DISESTABLISH XXIV CORPS AFTER TET. AFTER DISESTABLISHEDMEN OF XXIV
CORPS, A NUMBER OF KEY STAFF BILLETS WITHIN III MAF WOULD BE ASSUMED
BY US ARMY PERSONNEL WHO WOULD BE THE NUCLEUS OF THE NEW XFFV HQS
WHEN THE LATTER IS ESTABLISHED.
6. ALTERNATIVE TWO : ON A DATE TO BE DETERMINED, XFFV/XXIV CORPS
ASSUME COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ. PRIOR TO THAT DATE, A NUMBER
OF US ARMY PERSONNEL WILL HAVE BEEN PHASED INTO THE III MAF STAFF
AND A COMPARABLE NUMBER OF MARINE PERSONNEL PHASED OUT. ON THE DATE
XFFV/XXIV CORPS ASSUMES COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ, III MAF, WITH
A CONSIDERABLY REDUCED STAFF, WOULD BECOME SUBORDINATE TO XFFV/XXIV
CORPS. III MAF WOULD : REMAIN A UNISERVICE COMMAND; HAVE ITS HQS
SATELLITED ON ONE OF THE IN-COUNTRY MARINE COMMANDS; COORDINATE
REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE FORCES DURING PHASE IV; AND BE DISESTABLISHED
UPON THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND F MAW (LATE
IN PHASE IV).
7. IT IS BELIEVED THAT ALTERNATIVE ONE WOULD RESULT IN THE LEAST
AMOUNT OF TURBULENCE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF INSTALLATIONS, PERSONNEL,
AND COMMAND RELATIONS AND WOULD CAUSE THE LEAST AMOUNT OF DISRUPTION
IN THE VITAL CONTINUITY OF COMMAND AND CONTROL OF US FORCES IN ICTZ.
8. WE CAN MAKE EITHER ALTERNATIVE WORK.
9. REQUEST DECISION AT AN EARLY DATE IN ORDER THAT PLANNING CAN
PROCEED.
10 WARM REGARDS
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Flandu III
TO
ZEM
C I A i
EYES ONLY FOR MGE.1 TOURSEUD FROM LIGER NICKERSON
BLUE RIBBON DEFENSE PAWEL VISIT
A. COMUSMACV CITE 378 DTG 397513Z JAN 70
1. RDF A PROVIDED GUIDANCE FOR SUBJECT VISIT AND REQUESTED SUN-
MARIES AND MAJOR QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES THERETO.
2. THE PANEL, BY ITS QUESTIONS DEMONSTRATED INTERIST IN ALL ASPECTS
OF MILITARY, PACIFICATION AND VIETNAMIZATION OPERATIONS IN I CORPS.
HOWEVER, THEY APPEARED SOMEWHAT OVERWHELMED BY THE VARIETY AND SCOPE
OF THE OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE VISIT WE EMPHASIZED PACIFICATION
AND MILITARY OPERATIONS TO SUPPORT THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM. DIS-
CUSSIONS WERE WITH STAFF OFFICERS AND COMIANDERS AT VARIOUS LEVELS
AS WELL AS LIEUTEMANTS AND EMLISTED MEN WORKING AND LIVING Iil

VILLAGES. WE HERE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED AT THE LACK OF SUBSTANTIVE
QUESTIONS ON ORGANIZATION, COMMAND AND CONTROL, PLANNING, ETC
3. AREAS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST WERE:

A. ENERY MORALE. FOOD SHORTASES, POOR HEALTH, DESERTERS AND
RALLIERS WERE DISCUSSED. OVERALL IMPRESSION GIVEN WAS THAT THE
ENEMY IS SUFFERING.

B. TERRITORIAL /PARAMILITARY FORCES. SIZES, COMPETENCY, CON-
POSITION, AND ATTITUDES OF THE PSDF, RF AND PF WERE DISCUSSED.
OVERALL IMPRESSION PRESENTED WAS THAT THE SITUATION IS SATISFACTORY
AND CONTINUALLY IMPROVING. THE POLITICAL AND SECURITY ASPECTS OF
THE PSDF PROGRAM IMPRESSED THE PANEL.

C. DMZ RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. DMZ ROE WERE EXPLAINED IN GENERAL
TERMS AND ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES TO BOTH SIDES WERE DISCUSSED.

D. INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND USE OF INTELLIGENCE BY COMBAT
ELEMENTS. SOURCES AND MEANS OF ACQUISITION, PROCESSING, INFORMATION
FLOW AND UTILIZATION WERE DISCUSSED. PANEL COMMENTED ON THE GREAT
REQUIREMENT FOR INTELLIGENCE IN A COUNTER INSURGENCY WAR.

E. ARVN AND TERRITORIAL FORCES CAPABILITY TO COPE WITH NVA AND
VC FORCES UPON REDEPLOYMENT OF US FORCES. THE OVERALL IMPRESSION
PRESENTED WAS THAT THE I CORPS ARVN UNITS ARE SUPERIOR IN QUALITY
TO COMPARAELE SIZE NVA UNITS AND COULD DEFEAT THEM IN ANY ENCOUNTER
OF EQUAL SIZE UNITS. THE TERRITORIAL FORCES COULD ALSO HOLD THEIR
OWN AGAINST VC. HOWEVER, I CORPS IS LARGE AND RVN UNITS WOULD BE
SPREAD THIN LEAVING THE ENEMY IN AN ADVANTAGEOUS POSITION SHOULD MC
CONCENTRATE TO STRIKE.

THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME POINTS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST RAISED4.
DURING VISITS TO COMMANDS INDICATED.

A. AT I CORPS H2
DISCUSSION OFIL(1) IT;

T THAT.LINE UP NOTTILI-TO
TI
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(2) COMMUNIST ACTIONS - THE PANEL POSED VARIOUS QUESTIONS AS
THE COMMUNISTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM KEEP FIGHTING AND WHAT WILL
IF THEY ARE DEFEATED. LIGEN LAMAASSEER THESE QUESTIONS
TASIZING THAT HARDCORE COMMUNISTS DO NOT QUIT BUT-JUST
ACTIVITIES UNTIL THEY ARE AGAIN CAPABLE OF RENEWING THEIR

AND THAT THESE "HARDCORE" COMMUNISTS KEEP THE POTENTIAL
IN LINE WITH METHODS OF INDOCTRINATION AND FEAR.

(J) FREE ELECTIONS - THE PANEL QUESTIONED LIGEN LAM IN
TO THE NUMBER OF HAMLETS AND VILLAGES IN I CTZ WHICH NOW

AVD FREE ELECTIONS. INQUIRIES WERE ALSO MADE AS TO THE POSSIELE
RESULT OF COUNTRYVIDE FREE ELECTIONS AND THE POSSIBILITY OF THE 00 -

ICTS WINNING. LIGEN LAM STATED THAT 93 PER CENT OF THE HAMLET
VILLAILS IN I_CCRPS NOW HAVE FREE ELECTIONS AND THAT OUT OF THES
LLOTIONS THERE HAVE ONLY BEEN 5 OR 6 ELECTED OFFICIALS WHOSE ALL -

IS QUESTIONABLE. LIGEN LAM ADDED THAT IF THE COMMUNISTS WI
(ONAL FREE ELECTION HE WOULD ACCEPT THAT BUT THAT HE PERSONAL

BELIEVES THAT THE CONMUNISTS :JOULD NOT POLL OVER 10 PER CENT OF THE
VOTE, IF THAT MUCH.

(4) MILITARY SITUATION - THE PANEL INQUIRED INTO THE SERIOUS-
NESS OF THE NVA LOSSES I.I 1968 AND 1969 AND WHAT TYPES OF SUPPORT
THE RVWAF STILL NEEDS. LIGE+LAM STATED-THAT EOTH-THE HWA-AND THE
VC HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONDUCT SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS I'll 1963
BECAUSE OF THEIR TREMENDOUS PERSONNEL LOSSES AND ALSO THAT IF IT
WERE NOT FOR SUPPLIES BEING BROUGHT IN FROM THE USSR AND CHINA THERD
WOULD BE NC WAR. LIGEN LAM EMPHASIZED THAI RVNAF STILL NEEDS HEAVY
FIRE. SUPPORT AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT, ESPECIALLY AIR FORCE AND NAVY
SUPPORT. HE SAID THAT HE MUST EQUIP, TRAIN AND SUPPORT MANY MORE RF/PF
FORCES I.J ADDITION TO THE REGULAR FORCES.

(5) BOMBING HALT - THE PANEL ASKED IF THE BOMBING HALT
AFFECTED THE :AAP ADVE SELY. LTGEN LAM REPLIED THAT MILITARILY HE
POULD LIKE TO RESUME THE BOMBING IF FOR NO OTHER REASON THAN TO
STOP THE FLOW OF SUPPLIES INTO SOUTH VIETNAM BUT HE DOES REALIZE
ORLD OPINION WOULD BE AGAINST IT.

(6) PACIFICATION - THE PANEL ASKED HOW THE PACIFICATION
EFFORT WAS PROGRESSING LTGES LAM EXPLAINED THAT SINCE 1934 THE
GVN HAS DEER STEADILY MAKING PROGRESS EACH YEAR. THE VC ARE NOW
MAKING THE PACIFICATION EFFORT ONE OF THEIR MAIN TARGETS, BUT AT THE
SAME TIME ONLY 22 VILLAGE LEADERS VERE KILLED IN I CORPS IN 1959;
EVET THOUGH THIS IS BAD, IT IS LESS THAN IN YEARS BEFORE. WHILE
THE VC CONTINUE TO ATTACK THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM, THE PEOPLE ARL

CUF.
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(7) ,10 CKI MI.M - THE DISCUSSIC INATEL
ABOUT HO ONI MIIR'S ROPULARITY AND HAT EFFECT
GOVER T OF VILTA, STATED THAT NO C.I
POP. THE FIGHT AGAINST THE FRENCE AND WAS BELIEVED
TO BE A NATIONALIST, WHILE IN FACT HE WAS A COMMUNIST FROM THE EVERY
BEGINNING OF HIS CAREER AS A VIETNAMESE LEADER. LTGEN LAM CONTINUED
BY SAYING THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF NORTH VIETNAM IS WEAKER NOW THAT HO
CHI MINH IS GONE AND THAT THERE IS AT PRESENT INTERNAL CONFLICT WITH-
IN NORTH VIETNAM FOR CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT.

3. AT 1ST ARVN DIV
Q. WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS ON REDEPLOYMENT OF US FORCES? CAN

THE 1ST ARVN DIV STAND ALONE WHEN US FORCES ARE GONE?
A. BY GEN TRUONGI. I THINK THAT THE REDEPLOYMENT HAS BEEN

A GOOD THING AND THAT, AS IT HAS PROGRESSED, THE ARVN HAS BEEN ABLE
TO CONTINUE TO PROTECT THE AREA: THE RF AND PF WILL DO KORE AND
MORE IN PROTECTING THE PEOPLE AND THE 1ST ARVN DIV WILL DO MORE AND
MORE IN PROVIDING THE SKIELD TO THE NORTH AND WEST. AS LONG AS THE
PROCESS IS ORDERLY AND NOT TOO FAST THERE SHOULD BE NO PROBLEMS

C. AT 1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING.
Q. IS THERE ANYTHING IN THE INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM THAT WOULD

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO YOU WHETHER THE DIA EXISTS OR NOT?
A. NOT FROM AN OPERATIONAL STANDPOINT.

D. AT FIRST MARINE DIVISION.
Q. HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN OUT HERE KASKED OF A LIEUTENANT) ?
A. SIXTEEN MONTHS ON MY SECOND TOUR.
Q. WHY HAVE YOU STAYED HERE SO LONG?
A. I FEEL THAT I'M DOING SOMETHING FOR MY COUNTRY BY

CONTAINING THE COMMUNISTS HERE IN VIETNAM.
5. WARM REGARDS

RECEIVEDGP 4

17 JAN P.

1970SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
932

817121

HAS BEEN SENT

COPY OF COPIES

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
~'l' - , 

~ ~ . _ .MA~~Y\'Ilius FIJI' . 
CONFIDENTIAL;~ 

llHuT'tI COM 
, X - ORIGINATOR 

A - ACTIO II/COGNIZANCE 
( - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 
I - INFORMATION 
5 - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION 
DATE 

CODE 1---
1 
N-':"';';;';'---i 

OUT 

CG , 

DSA ICTZ . 

III MAt FORM 5216 IREV 1-69 
FROM DATE 

CG III HAF' 11 .JAN '7of 
SERIAL NO CONTROL DATE I 

P 17t:1!.1tlfZ JAN ?ai COpy NO.~ OF 4 COPIES REe'll. 

INITIAl SUBJECT CONF' DENT IAL/E YES ONLY, 
OEPCOMUS,MAC V V I S IT I CT Z 15 JA N 197 ~ 

SIS '/.. //1'1 V C. 
[J a.w.1. tOft _ .. till. 

0' De.tTor af"ter ....uac. G-l 
G-2 
G-3 
G-4 
G-~ 

G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 
CHAP 
CIB-

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
fSEO 

HQ CMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAl 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 

,PSYOPS 
RDTeE 
REPRO 
SJA 

SPL SERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMEOO 
SfC 
Tee 

ISGT MAJ 

, 

HAS
; 

I '" 

Sl .. 

'DO (r: ~I , ~ L L !~ 

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL S"UI 

, CONFIDENTIAL~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEOPERATION coot FROM
X - ORIGINATOR

17 JAN 70CG 111 MAFA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE( COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

I - INFORMATION
COPY NO. 2 OF 4 COPIES RECD.P 1705102 JAN 70S - SIGNATURE

SUBJECT CONF IDENT IAL/EYES ONLYDATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE

DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT ICTZ 15 JAN 1970IN OUT

CG

TheDCG I

1/18
REMARKSC/S

DC/S
DISPOSITION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

Cy1/17xS/S
Destroy after routing.G-1

G-2 Return for permanent reteation.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
C18
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL

HAS BEEN SENT

PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV

COPIES
SUPPLY

COPY 2 0F 4FORMED o
SEC
TCC

A-4(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)SGT MAJ

CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
.~-. 

:~~ 

-'-'-~.: -. , . , . 

~." -.-
~ .. 

. '-."t- .~, ..... ~ 

: 0 17' 13.': ZY.: 
-rcrfW~L. III I.:J 
i lo\Cu~"..J'::"'l.C·J 
; ZEf1 - - . -', -,----~ --c-- __ . 

: 'C 0 ,'J fi IDE I~' T 'I A L 

~', 

~ ,-
;-~ --'--~C-\B-~~"< ~."."" ' , ii' "1, 
. -- ---_ . _______ ~_ \t 

---- - -.,. - ---- - }'r , 
I 

;:::Y£5 OI~LY FOR r'~GE[tl TO'.if;~SErm FROM LTGEN ~1CK[RSOJ 
8UJE F?ISBO l~ D2F'E:i~SE ?{l,;mL VI 31 T 
P .• COr,1USiSACV CITt: 37E.DTG 09J:313Z.JAN 7!!J 
1. RE:F' l, PROVIDED GiJIuAl";CE FOR. SUBJECT VISIT AfJDREQU;:::STEG S1Ji1i­

, 1'-11,:11;:;3 A~JJ FiAJOR QUE5T'IOi~SAND RES?ONSES THEHETO • 
. 12. THE ?~\:);::L,.BY·ITS QUESTIONS DEMO:\L3TRATED L-JTERZSI IN /),LL ?L3PECT3' 

i OF ri;rLI.L~RY, PACIFICATION AND. VIETlyArilIZIHION OPERATIOi~S :HJ I CDEPS. 
f H01,1EV[fl, TH;~Y APP[I\iiED SOi¥JEl;jHPrT OVER:.H-IEU,JED ElY TaE vr~RItTY 'Arm SCOPE: 

OF THE OPERATIOdS •. THROUGHOUT THE V1SIT WE EMPHASIZEU PACIF1CATIO~ 
I\ND MILIH,RY Of'ERATIONS 'fO SUPPORT Id£ PACIFICATION PRO.Grt/H'j. DI;3-
CUSSIONS WERE WITH STAFF OFFICERS AND COM~A~DERS AT VARIOUS LEVlL3 
AS 1.~ELL AS LIEUICNi\NJS AND ENLISTED [,·1Er: ~'JO;:lU.I~GA;~D LIVIf~G Hl 
VILLAGES. \;lE ';jER~ 'SO~]E:\~Hf\T su;:(p::nSED AT THE' LP,CK ·OF SUBSTAtlTIVC' 
QUESTIONS OU ORGANIZATIOlj, cor'~i',jAND AND. CONTROL., PLf~Nl~HJG, ETC •• 

; 3. AREAS OF'· PARTICULAR HrrEREST~vER~: -
I' A. r::NZ[';Y il011{iLE. fOOD SHORTAGES, POOR HEAL.TH, DESERTERS AND 
; RALLIEHS.l,'JE:RE lJISCUS:~ED. OVERALL Ifr;PIiEsslorJ GIVEN itlPIS THlH THE 
I n'_J-)i'i':1Y IS C::IJ,,-r;-';":)I i:r.· , . 
, :..... L '-' I • 1-' .1. [' ,~.t \' A\J • '," 

: B. TERR I TO ;iIl\L IPA RA[l'iIL IT ARY FO RCEB. SI ZE S , . COf']PETE NCY, CO f:'j­
: POSITION, AND {),TTITIJDES OF' THE PSDF, RF AND FF 'dERE DISCUSSED. 
OVE~1f.\LL HlPRESSION PI~ES[NTED VJAS THAT THE SITUATIO~J IS Sp:TISFACTORY 
AND COrHI'NUALLY H1PROVING. THE POLITICAL A[\JD 'SECURITY ASPECTS OF' 
THE PSDFPF?OGRAi~ Ht:PHESS!:D THE PANEL. ' . 

c. N1Z RULES OF ENG:I\GEfI'lENT,. DMZ ROE it/ERE EXP'LA INED I ill GENERAL'-, 
TERriS AND ADVANTAGES ANDDISADIjANT~4GES TO BOTH SIDES tJERE DISCUSSiD .• 

ELE gENi~:E~~~~~~i~E A ~gu~~~ ~s Ag~ ~~~u~~Ifi~~~L~ ~g~~~S~~G~O ~J~f,~rHjAT 10 N 
FLOW AND UTILIZATION \'.lER£ DISCUSSED. PANEL COf·mENT£D ON THE GRZAT 
REQUIREMENT FOR INTELL1GENCE IN A COUNTER INSURGENCY WAR~ 

. 'c 

E. ARVN'AND TERRITORIA~ FORCES CAPABILITY TO COPE WIT~ NVA AND 
VC F'O~CESUPON REDEPLOY~ENT OF"US FORCES. THE bVERALL IMPRESSION 
PF?ESEtH£DVJAS THAT THE': I CORPS ARVNUNITS A~E SUPERIOR I[~ QUALITY 
TO COf·1PARABLE SIZE NVA UNITS AND COULD DEFEAT THEr1 I;~ ANY SNGOUNTER. i 

OF EQUAL SIZE UNITS. THE TERRITORIAL FORCE~ COUL.D ALSO HOLD THEIA ,'. 
O~,rNAGAIN5T ve. HOWEVER, I CORPS IS LARGE ANu RVN-UNITS WOULD BE 1---' 
SPREAD THIN. LEAVING THE El\lH1Y IN .AN ADVArHAGEDUSPOSITIOl,j SHOULD HC 
COillCENTRATE TO. STRIKE.' 11._ 
4. THE: FOLLO\'JII~G AflESOf't1E POltHS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST .RAISE:::· 
l1BtHNG VIS lIS TO GQJJlfit4.\IlRli_I N f{ I CA T ED • 
; t .• - r-~T I CO;:;?S r:;' ::1T;': L2":::J--C(;r.-;-~--"-- -- ----.- ---------- t 
.' (1) ;-;I::.3T:::Y - '~;;..:: V13I't JPc:.,:':::::: '·.'IT;-: p, r.::-:J-::J ;::1SC;;3310:.j 0/ . i' 

'}l'I '''-''~T''''; 1 "'j'" -~4 T "T 'L~"'" '''') Tf'I TJ":" .. ~ 0- r"~ ,--',./ r> - ',- --11 I 
: •• !..... t~ ~ 11..... l"':"' ... , .. ~ _ ..... ~ 1,:; J..J.·L'~' _, !,.I ... L' ~.L. J.V .... 1....:.. 'I,J-iJ .d. ,-lul~:~:L.J-~~I\ U.1 :lJ, .... l - - "'. 

"TI--.'; r,. ·'·JI:~: .. :~ ... ; • 
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TO
ZEM
C 0 E I A L
EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
BLUE RIBBON DEFENSE PANEL VISIT
A. CO MUSMACV CITE 378 DTG 092313Z JAN 79
1. REF A PROVIDED GUIDANCE FOR SUBJECT VISIT AND REQUESTED SUM-
MARIES AND MAJOR QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES THERETO.
2. THE PANEL, BY ITS QUESTIONS DEMONSTRATED INTEREST IN ALL ASPECTS
OF MILITARY, PACIFICATION AND VIETNAMIZATION OPERATIONS IN I CORPS.
HOWEVER, THEY APPEARED SO MEWHAT OVERWHELMED BY THE VARIETY AND SCOPE
OF THE OPERATIONS. THROUGHOUT THE VISIT WE EMPHASIZED PACIFICATION
AND MILITARY OPERATIONS TO SUPPORT THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM. DIS-
CUSSIONS WERE WITH STAFF OFFICERS AND COMMANDERS AT VARIOUS LEVELS
AS WELL AS LIEUTENANTS AND ENLISTED MEN WORKING AND LIVING IN
VILLAGES. WE WERE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED AT THE LACK OF SUBSTANTIVE
QUESTIONS ON ORGANIZATION, COMMAND AND CONTROL, PLANNING, ETC
3. AREAS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST WERE:

A. ENEMY MORALE. FOOD SHORTAGES, POOR HEALTH, DESERTERS AND
RALLIERS WERE DISCUSSED. OVERALL IMPRESSION GIVEN WAS THAT THE
ENEMY IS SUFFERING.

B. TERRITORIAL /PARAMILITARY FORCES. SIZES, COMPETENCY, COM-
POSITION, AND ATTITUDES OF THE PSDF, RF AND PF WERE DISCUSSED.
OVERALL IMPRESSION PRESENTED WAS THAT THE SITUATION IS SATISFACTORY
AND CONTINUALLY IMPROVING. THE POLITICAL AND SECURITY ASPECTS OF
THE PSDF PROGRAM IMPRESSED THE PANEL.

C. DMZ RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. DMZ ROE WERE EXPLAINED IN GENERAL
TERMS AND ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES TO BOTH SIDES WERE DISCUSSED.

D. INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND USE OF INTELLIGENCE BY COMBAT
ELEMENTS. SOURCES AND MEANS OF ACQUISITION, PROCESSING, INFORMATION
FLOW AND UTILIZATION WERE DISCUSSED. PANEL COMMENTED ON THE GREAT
REQUIREMENT FOR INTELLIGENCE IN A COUNTER INSURGENCY WAR.

E. ARVN AND TERRITORIAL FORCES CAPABILITY TO COPE WITH NVA AND
VC FORCES UPON REDEPLOYMENT OF US FORCES. THE OVERALL IMPRESSION
PRESENTED WAS THAT THE I CORPS ARVN UNITS ARE SUPERIOR IN QUALITY
TO COMPARABLE SIZE NVA UNITS AND COULD DEFEAT THEM IN ANY ENCOUNTER
OF EQUAL SIZE UNITS. THE TERRITORIAL FORCES COULD ALSO HOLD THEIR
OWN AGAINST VC. HOWEVER, I CORPS IS LARGE AND RVN UNITS WOULD BE
SPREAD THIN LEAVING THE ENEMY IN AN ADVANTAGEOUS POSITION SHOULD HE
CONCENTRATE TO STRIKE.
4. THE FOLLOWING ARE SOME POINTS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST RAISED
DURING VISITS TO COMMANDS INDICATED.

A. AT I CORPS He WITH LOLI LAM.
(1) HISTORY - THE VISIT OPENED ITH A BRIOF DISCUSSION OF
ISTORIOAL 092 TS THAT LED UP TO THE AJOR OUTSPEAK OF OSTILI-T

TILE I.. VILT
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';O!;W:THE cotfJifJUNISTS HlSOUTH VIETNAMliEE:P FIGHTIi~G A;W vJHAT vJIUL 

'-;.;[.::~: :': JY~JHJ;Lf\B~ DEX~i)JED~L~(rJ!N LA ~]~:~,f!3\(ERED .THESE _ Q,lJL3T 10 NU 
SY l....~? :{)fS] ZiT\fIT-~' . ''RAWC'GKt!. "~l~rrJO l'jl--::;l ;)' ~ lJO=N'CH~ '\s"riJTT--'13i:ll"~o SY --.; 
C):;~.: ~CTIVITIES UiHILTHEY ARE AGAIr~ CAPASlE OF' RENEWING THEIR! 
"::~-;:"C:T~. Ai,iD THA TTHZ SE "HA HDeo HE" -co f'1f"lU[n SIS i\Z::EP. THE PO.TE'NT IA L! 
:-;Zl::::CTJIR Hi LINE vJITH f1ETHODS OF INDOCTRINATION AllJD FEP;R... ~ ! 
. (~)FRE[ ELtCTIONS - THE PANEL QUESTIO~ED LIGEN lAM IN ; 
~{~~~2 IIO THE MUMEER or HAMLETS A~D 'VILLAGES IN.I CTZ wHICH NOW I 
.~I\VZ. ;:;':1£E ELECTIONS. INQUIRIES \-JERE ALSOtrjADE AS TO THE POSSIBLE! . 
::;E3UlT bF COUNTRYI)lDC FHE£ ZLECTI0!~S AND THE 'j~OSSIBILIIY OF T:-!E tc;:-

. ;':~l,,; I3TS~ 1.<11 NN J:,iG. l TO El-l., LA M' SHI TED ·THAT 93 PE R Ct:NT 0 F' THE Hi-HiLET!: t.:;~' 
v ILLt.:: ':'I'S'I~;; .. -I-CO·R'pS,NOj:}" ·.HAVE..FREE ~LE,CI..IO..cl..s AJiIL-TJIAI _OUJ __ O_E~T..l:JE,$ , 
~L~CrIJ~S THERE HAVE ONLY BZEN5 OR 6 ELECTED OFFI.CIALS WHOSE ALl~-

I ' ,.It ::... . .:; IS QUESTIONABLE. LIGEI'] 'L{',[f; ADDED THAT IF THE COm1U'lHSTS v/IL, 
I ". .' . . , 

: ':', :,::rLA~AL FREE ELECTION HE v.WULD ACCEPT THAT BUT TH~\T HE P.£rlSON£.,LL~L. 
l-~ BELIEVES niATTHE COr:H1U[·aSTS,vOULD NOT POLL OVER 10 PER CENT OF THE 

I VOTE, IF TH/-I T f'1UC·H. , ' .. , . '_".' __ ,,=,, ____ = .' . _ . ~ ., 

. (4) I'llLITARY SITUATlOl~ :'::ThE PANEL H1Q,UIRED INTO"THE S£RI1)u.3-' 
, NESS OF THE ~\JVA LOSSES Hl 196B AND 1969 AilJD ~'J:rrAT 'TYPES OF' ':3UPPOHT 
'MS: ·,jlVi1iAF-S-l·lhh ,-i~i!:[DS.~ ::L~G-~'cbA R,,·-&I-;4-;'EV~HkT· 88,TH-..-'-'FHE.ii-VA----h'-1.\ltJ-T·H-E-- , ..... 
, VC HAVE NOT BI'i:EN ABLE TO CONDU·Cr'SOCCESSFUL OPER/\TI0NS"lfJ 1969 
'BE-GAU'SE 'OF 'Tl'IEI:R-~T-REt¥iE,tMJDUS-PE?'S0th\iEl: 'LO,$SE-S"'Fr-iil-f:!--A-l;.SO -1'H,A-i:-+F ~-'-H . "-
• I!EiiE NOT 'FOR SiJPPLIES BEING BROUGHT Jill FROf'tl THE USS~ ArW CHINA Tl-~f:R:: 
; ~OULD BE NO WAR. LIGEN LAM EMPHASIZED THAT RVNAF STILL NEEDS HEAVY 
~l~~~SUPPORT AND lOGIS~iCAL SUPPORT, ESPECIALLY AIR FORCE ~NV NA0y 

,3UPPO,rlT. H{~ S,tUD THAT HE r'mST EQUIP, THrUN fnm SUPPORT l'-'tf.d\)'f nom: 11F/Pf 
~J~CES I~ ADDITIqN·TO T~E REGULAR FORCES. , 

· .(5,) BO~1BING HALT..; THE PANr~LASKED IF THE: BOff;SUJG HALT 
; AFFECTED THE. WAR ADVE2SELi. LrGE~ LAM REPLIEDT»AT ~ILITARILY HE 
.1;.10ULD lIKE TO IlESUf"1E THE BO~TB ING IF FOR [.)0 OTHER HEASON THAN TO 
: STOP THE. FLO\v OF SUPPLIES INTO SOUTH VIETNAr18UT HE ;)O£S HE,4LJZE 

';,iO?<lD OPBlIOIY ;,~OULD ,8E AG?\EL3T IT. 
(5) PACIFICATION .~TH[ PANiL AsRED HOW THE PACIFICATION 

· EFFORT ~~AS PROGRES:3Ii~G. LTG;~:J U\i'1 2XPUi!rl![D THAT SINCE 19G'4 nlE 
• GV;J i-lAS SEC:lI) ~:)TEAuILY i'i('~i\Ii~G PFWGRE,S3 ZACH YEAR. 1;-1£ VC ARE t.'Q';.; 
NAKING' THE· PACIFICtlTIOIr' EFFORT O[~EOF THEIR ~lAIN TI~RGE:TS, BUT AT ,THE· 
:SA~i TIME O~lY22 VILLAG~ LEA0ERS WSRE KILLZ~ I~ 1 'CO~PS IN 1969; 
• ;;'V~':J' Turijl"u Till'''' IS CAl'" T'l~' TS ·Lr.,..S" T'-/(\'\' l-i,l vr.~ '"'<:- '-'''-F'O;:;>''' ·J·'-!TL'~··· 1,-'1:'.. .• nV~+.:ln n.:> .w.U, J. _ 1.'.;),. _;,,,..,~J ,~ •. .:. ... IJ-{"'> w .... ""'. '}l._ "" 

) LE I}C CO,HUJU.E TO '?\TT!-iC:r~ TH~2 PA~~FJC~I!.9i~p[;OGfAti.LniLp1.:.0PLr::. it?!';._ 
-:.~;: ...... ;~Jl- "Lf'-" A.A("~=' .~t"l--'--:--~TT 'I-::~ , 11' I' "!~ . I,' ,,'r -, T' ,. ? ·"',)L , .. 1.:...'-1....( ........ -- ...... ".-.1 v- .. \,: ....... __ . 1. ••. -. __ ,t_ ... \,....v.. .:J ,~' ..... ~,\ "_'.' v. ~t""-* :""Ul i.-. '" 

:'~~;t:.; .. ,I .•.. ~.'.,i.·.~,:' : ~ l~:.~~.> ~~~,2~ .. ~.,~.~,~Cl".j ... ,.~~·~·;.;tg~~.·: ~(ltj~ .i T ~r':;\= :ll';~' T.,~'~ I ~ '~~'~='== 
- -:;: _ c. _ __, .... ~ • .~~l~"-'i!~",~"f;,.>;-~::tI"L ~ -~<4p 0 
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(2) COMMUNIST ACTIONS - THE PANEL POSED VARIOUS QUESTIONS A $
TO HY THE COMMUNISTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM KEEP FIGHTING AND WHAT WILL
HAPPEN IF THEY ARE DEFEATED. LIGEN LAMAANSWERED THESE QUESTIONS
BY EXPHASIZING THAT HARDCORE COMMUNISTS DO NOT QUIT BUT JUST
CLASS ACTIVITIES UNTIL THEY ARE AGAIN CAPABLE OF RENEWING THEIR
EFFORTS. AND THAT THESE "HARDCORE" COMMUNISTS KEEP. THE POTENTIAL
DEFECTOR IN LINE WITH METHODS OF INDOCTRINATION AND FEAR.

(3) FREE ELECTIONS - THE PANEL QUESTIONED LTGEN LAM IN
RECARD TO THE NUMBER OF HAMLETS AND VILLAGES IN I CTZ WHICH NOW
HAVE FREE ELECTIONS. INQUIRIES WERE ALSO MADE AS TO THE POSSIBLE
RESULT OF COUNTRYVIDE FREE ELECTIONS AND THE POSSIBILITY OF THE COIP-
MUNISTS WINNING. LIGEN LAM STATED THAT 93 PER CENT OF THE HAMLETS AND
VILLAGES IN CORPS NOW HAVE FREE ELECTIONS AND THAT OUT OF THES
ELECTIONS THERE HAVE ONLY BEEN 5 OR 6 ELECTED OFFICIALS WHOSE ALL -
IA 00 IS QUESTIONABLE. LIGEN LAM ADDED THAT IF THE COMMUNISTS WII
ATIONAL FREE ELECTION HE WOULD ACCEPT THAT BUT THAT HE PERSONALLYA

BELIEVES THAT THE COMMUNISTS WOULD NOT POLL OVER 10 PER CENT OF THE
VOTE, IF THAT MUCH.

(4) MILITARY SITUATION - THE PANEL INQUIRED INTO THE SERIOUS-
NESS OF THE NVA LOSSES I ll 1968 AND 1969 AND WHAT TYPES OF SUPPORT
I'HE RVWAF-STILL NEEDS. LIGE#LAM STATED THAT BOTH THE NVA-AND THE
VC HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO CONDUCT SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS IN 1969
BECAUSE OF THEIR TREMENDOUS PERSONNEL LOSSES AND ALSO THAT IF AT
WERE NOT FOR SUPPLIES BEING BROUGHT IN FROM THE USSR AND CHINA THERE
WOULD BE NO WAR. LIGEN LAM EMPHASIZED THAT RVNAF STILL NEEDS HEAVY
FIRE&SUPPORT AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT, ESPECIALLY AIR FORCE AND NAVY
SUPPORT. HE SAID THAT HE MUST EQUIP, TRAIN AND SUPPORT MANY MORE RF /PP
FORCES IN ADDITION TO THE REGULAR FORCES.

(5) BOMBING HALT - THE PANEL ASKED IF THE BOMBING HALT
AFFECTED THE WAR ADVERSELY. LIGEN LAM REPLIED THAT MILITARILY HE
WOULD LIKE TO RESUME THE BOMBING IF FOR NO OTHER REASON THAN TO
STOP THE FLOW OF SUPPLIES INTO SOUTH VIETNAM BUT HE DOES REALIZE
WORLD OPINION WOULD BE AGAINST IT.

(6) PACIFICATION - THE PANEL ASKED HOW THE PACIFICATION
EFFORT WAS PROGRESSING. LTGEN LAM EXPLAINED THAT SINCE 1964 THE
GVN HAS BEEN STEADILY MAKING PROGRESS EACH YEAR. THE VC ARE NOW
MAKING THE PACIFICATION EFFORT ONE OF THEIR MAIN TARGETS, BUT AT THE
SAME TIME ONLY 22 VILLAGE LEADERS WERE KILLED IN I CORPS IN 1969;
EVEN THOUGH THIS IS BAD, IT IS LESS THAN IN YEARS BEFORE. WHILE
THE VC CONTINUE TO ATTACK THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM, THE PEOPLE ARE

THE IS O.K.I.: FOR THE PEOPLEBEOD
BEI REIZED THAT CT TAIL TI
SUFFI LL IN CITIZ 5 OF I COMPS.
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TO S[}: <JliTIOrJALI5T ,'vH1LE Hi FACT HC ~'lAS r CO[::;:'rlrST 1'iW[·; FL':' ':JL"\Y 
o:GEEiI:JG OF HIS C/\RiER /-\3 .4 VIETf0A~JESE LEABER. lIGEN lM') COIHliWZ] 
BY SAYING THAT THE GOVERNIYjENT OF: :W;;TH VIETNAf~ I3~:n:{J:KEH pJ(J':! THAT :-iG 
CHI MINH IS GO~jE AND THAT THERE: IS P,T P::iESE1H INTi;;:?r!AL COlilF'LICT :JIL~­
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TO :::C;ELWZ TO Pf:GT[CT r:-c~ AR:::A. ni: :17 p::m PF :;ILL ;::,0 [".:,=::;;:: l':'tEJ 
.-;J;;Z; -nJ pnOTI.:CTLIG ri-a: PCOPlE f,;t02 ne: ET AE\f!,; DI\! ~'J.ILL co r:C"i~ p,;.;I:­
i~O:~;::: E 25;:0VII)I:,]G Tn;::: 3;,:n:l); TO r;12 l~G[(rH {\;,iD ·;,iE:3T. A'S lO;']G AS T';:f 
?;-;0CZ:S3 IS urn::-E:iLY t_'!D :JOT TOO FP,ST T:-{:1:2[. r3l-:0UlD. i.E \~o ?R.OJL':':::,.3. 

c. h T 1ST r,jA:-n :;;: F. L;C3P~FT ~1I NG • 
~. IS r~~~z ~NYTHI0GIJ TM~ I~T2LlIGE~C[ 3Y5T2~ THAT.WOUlD 

i;,::r;{[ p, cIF'F:i:~::i~CZ TO YOtJ l!nLnn:::·~ TH!!: DIA EXISTS OR !~OT? 
/-;. ;,lC T F;:G~·j f.d OPEf{ATIO[·jAL sr~;j:;POH)T. 

~. ~T FIRST MA~I·JCDIVISION. 
2. ;·:0:/ lG ;']G tlt:VE YO U;,:};:::r:::;,iO ur HE2E CASK:.::b OF' !\ L I ;:unJ)p; [H)? 
A. 3I i\YZE:-J no !lTi--!S C iJ NY SEeOI;;) TO U:1 • 
Q. \·';iY /'P. VZ YO U STA~EL) HEr-II? ,So LOi'iG? 

't,. I FE::::L THATI~i·; JOli~G SO;~'J~Tl:{HIG ?'o~; 
COfJTAH~l[~G THE cor'iPil!:nSTS :-{£22 IN VIET;~Af~. 
': I • 
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(1) 0.1 LISCESSIT

40 LATER
LED THE FIGHT AGAINIST THE FRENCE AND WAS BELIEVEDPOY

TO SE A NATIONALIST, HILE IN FACT HE WAS A COMMUNIST FROIT THE VERY
BEGINNING OF HIS CAREER AS A VIETNAMESE LEADER. LIGEN LAM CONTINUEDBY SAYING THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF NORTH VIETNAM IS WEAKER NO: THAT i0
CHI MINH IS GONE AND THAT THERE IS AT PRESENT INTERNAL CONFLICT WIT
IN NORTH VIETNAY FOR CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT.

-

D. AT 1ST ARVE DIV
0.0 WHAT ARE YOUR VIEWS on REDEPLOYMENT OF US FORCES? CANTHE 1ST A. VN DIV STAND ALONE WHE. US FORCES ARE GONE?
A. BY GEN TRUONG. I THINK THAT THE REDEPLOYMZNT HAS BEEN

GOOD THING AND THAT, AS IT HAS PROGRESSED, THE ARVN HAS BEEN ABLEA
TO CONTINUE TO PROTECT THE AREA. THE RF AND PF WILL DO MORE AND
ONE IN PROTECTING THE PEOPLE AND THE 1ST ARV$ DIV WILL DO MORE AND
MORE IN PROVIDING THE SKIELD TO THE NORTH AND WEST. AS LONG AS THE
PROCESS IS ORDERLY AND NOT TOO FAST THERE SHOULD BE NO PRODLEMS

C. AT 1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING.
2. IS THERE ANYTHING IN THE INTELLIGENCE SYSTEM THAT WOULDMAKE A DIFFERENCE TO YOU WHETHER THE DIA EXISTS OR NOT?

H. NCT FROM AN OPERATIONAL STANDPOINT.
AT FIRST MARINE DIVISION.
2. HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN OUT HERE CASKED OF A LIGUTENANT)?A. SIXTEEN MONTHS ON MY SECOND TOUR.
2. WHY HAVE YOU STAYED HERE SO LONG?
h. I FEEL THAT I'll DOING SOMETHING FOR MY COUNTRY BY

CONTAINING THE COMMUNISTS HERE IN VIETNAM.
5. WARM REGARDS
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.' :: .,;'L.: :nlU8, AND FOLLO':lZD.A SHlI!.;.AR SEfWii1CE, EXMlIiJHlG [Q.UIP['l£:'.lt, I, 

i "'IT,:_~,~=:r;JG 9EHlLZn DISAS3EMBLY OF l;}EAPOi'JS, ,A;JCG~COf:lIrrG ACQJAUL . .:. \ 

: :II,: T,:t PLATOO;~ DEFE:'LSES AnD ITS snU,~TION. =XC~PT FO~ ExceSSIVe 

i ~IL~' ONe ~[APON, WEAPb~s ~ERE EXCELL[NT. bURING TX~ yISI~~ 

i .. ,:,=,~:',L: ROSSON ["lET AMD TALKED ;'lITH 5G! M. L. i{j~-:LLY, USl'1C SQUi4D ; 

.: L;'::/,:':'.:...: ,: CAP 2-1-4, I'HiO STATED HE HAS 29 ~'iONTH5 OF DUTY IN VIZ·H1Al. 

~ ::~?CC,I;.J;sr1A.CV ADDRESSED THE PF PLATOO~~, E!t:Pl·{[~SIZING THE H1PORTAl'JC~ 

: G~' r:-c ,PF i:'LATOON'S [1ISSION, THAT VICTORY IS Hi ,SIGHT, THAT I,;UCH:' 

._;. -:_,,<:,1',-P TO BE DONE AND APPREClhTION FOR THE (J,CCO~)PLISra1ZNT.3 
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DMARK

PF PLATOON 156, DZPCOMUSMACV MET THE PLATOON LEADER,

THUC, AND FOLLOWED A SIMILAR SEQUENCE, EXAMINING EQUIPMENT
ACQUAI.11

ITNESSING
TYL.

DETAILED DISASSEMBLY OF WEAPONS, ANC BECOMING

IIN THE PLATOON DEFENSES AID ITS SITUATION. EXCEPT FOR EXCESSIVE

CIL C ONE WEAPON, WEAPONS WERE EXCELLENT DURING THE VISIT,

METERAL ROSSON MET AND TALKED WITH SGT M. L. KELLY, USMC SQUAD

CAP 2-1-4, WHO STATED HE HAS 29 MONTHS OF DUTY IN VIETNA
LEAGER,
TIPCORUSMACV ADDRESSED THE PF PLATOON, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCL

MUCH
IHD PF PLATOON'S MISSION, THAT VICTORY IS IN SIGHT, THAT

OF
REMAI .D TO BE DONE AND APPRECIATION FOR THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

OF THE PLATOON.
5. (U) AFTER DEPARTING BO BAN HAMLET, DEPCOMUSMA.CV COMPLETED

ITI ARY INDICATED IN PARA 2.
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~~M~! -~Xf~ ~r~r~-- ------- - --------- - -- -7t;~'- Rtil 

TO CG XX IV COR PS Z fF- 4 , -_. 1:9 J 
ZEM . \-::; J~~ 
SEC R E TlEYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM'LTGEN NICKERSON ~, 
REQUEST F'OR INCREASED FIRE SUPPORT(S) . \,~ 
A. YR 1 5 1 04 1 Z JAN 70 (S) ,;l!J'r 
1. YOUR ANALYSIS OF' THE INCREASE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY IN l1JESTERN XXIV ~ 

CORPS AREA IS APPRICIATED~ 
2. WE ARE REQUESTING AND RECEIVING MORE ARC LIGHT STRIKES THAN EVER 
BE FORE t \II ITH EM PHASIS BE I NG PLACED 0 N TARG ETS YO U PR OV IDE. WE ~JILL 

I CONTINUE TO EMPHASIZE THESE TARGETS, HOWEVER, WE MUST STILL COMPETE 
AT MACV \!}ITH OTHER CORPS AREAS. NEVERTHELESS~ I AM CERTAIN THAT IF' 
THESn UAT 10 N BECOMES CRITICAL, MACV WILL GIVE US EVEN GREATER 
PRIORITY ON AVAIABLE STRIKES. 
3. I HAVE DIRECTED THAT PR,IORITY CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO THE ALLO 
CATION Of TACTICAL AIR SORTIES TO XXIV CORPTS AGAINST HARD INTELLI­
GENCE TARGETS IN YOUR WESTERN AREAS. SINCE OUR TACTICAL AIR ASSETS 
ARE BEING REDUCED DUE TO PHASE III REDEPLOYMENTS, 9UR ASSETS MUST 
BE MANAGEN MORE CLOSELY THAN EVER BEF'ORE AND OPTIMUM USE MADE Of 
ALL OCAT EDA NO ADD-ON SORTIES. 
4. I AM CERTAINWHAT ANY' INCREASED EXPENDITURE OF ARTILLERY AMMUNI­
TION WILL BE JUSTIFIABLE AND YOU MAY BE ASSURED OF' MY ASSISTANCE 
AND· SUPPORT. WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 
«SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HORS) 
247 
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0 1 91150Z ZYH KECE
PM CG III MAF 19 JTO CG XX IV COR PS ZFF-4
ZEM

C R E T/EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
REQUEST FOR INCREASED FIRE SUPPORT (S)
A. YR 15104 1Z JAN 70 (S)
1. YOUR ANALYSIS OF THE INCREASE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY IN WESTERN XXIV
CORPS AREA IS APPRICIATED.

2. WE ARE REQUESTING AND RECEIVING MORE ARC LIGHT STRIKES THAN EVER
BEFORE, WITH EMPHASIS BEING PLACED ON TARGETS YOU PROVIDE. WE WILL
CONTINUE TO EMPHASIZE THESE TARGETS, HOWEVER, WE MUST STILL COMPETE
AT MACV WITH OTHER CORPS AREAS. NEVERTHELESS, I AM CERTAIN THAT IF
THE SITUATION BECOMES CRITICAL, MACV WILL G IVE US EVEN GREATER
PRIORITY ON AVAIABLE STRIKES.
3. I HAVE DIRECTED THAT PRIORITY CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO THE ALLO
CATION OF TACTICAL AIR SORTIES TO XXIV CORPTS AGAINST HARD INTELLI-
GENCE TARGETS IN YOUR WESTERN AREAS. SINCE OUR TACTICAL AIR ASSETS
ARE BEING REDUCED DUE TO PHASE III REDEPLOYMENTS, QUR ASSETS MUST
BE MANAGEN MORE CLOSELY THAN EVER BEFORE AND OPTIMUM USE MADE OF
ALLOCATED AND ADD-ON SORTIES.
4. I AM CERTAINWHAT ANY INCREASED EXPENDITURE OF ARTILLERY AMMUNI-
TION WILL BE JUSTIFIABLE AND YOU MAY BE ASSURED OF MY ASSISTANCE
AND SUPPORT. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
( SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOR S)
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P 190255Z ZFF-l ZFF-4 
,. I'M CG II I MA I' , ~ , 

TO CG XXI V' CO RP S : __ ~ 
TOP SEC RET /EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN lAlS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON (' 
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN ICTl ~ 
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION \ 0 '7 

QUOTE ' _ 
o 170930Z ' 
J<~M CG I II MAl' 
TO COMUSMACV 
,ZEM 
TOP SEC RET /EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRA 
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT iN ICTl 
A. III MAl' MEMO 26D/CRS3000 SER 000122369 DTD 30 OCT 69 
1. REF A PROPOSED THE AMALGAMATION OF THE III MAl' AND XXIV tORPS 

HQS AND THE FORMATION OF A JOINT HQS TO COMMAND US FORCES IN ICTZ 
DURING REDEPLOYMENT PHASES THREE THROUGH SIX. THE PROPOJSED AMALGA­
MATION WAS BASED ON .THE PREMISE THAT MAJOR MARINE FORCES WOULD 
REMAIN IN ICTZ THROUGH PHASE SIX. 
2. THE PROPOSED AMALGAMATION HAS BEEN HELD IN ABEYANCE. 
3. SINCE THE SUBMISSION OF REF A, REDEPLOYMENT PLANS HAVE, BEEN 
CONSIDERABLY ALTERED; THE PREPONDERANCE OF MARINE FORCES WILL 
PROBABLY REDEPLOY BY THE END OF PHASE IV. 
4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS BELIEVED THE HEQUIREMENT FOR A JOINT 
USMC/USA'HQS IS NO LONGER VALID DUE TO ITS PROBABLE SHORT LIFE. JHE 
FOLLOWING TWO ALTERNATIVE stUTIONS ARE PROPOSED. ' 
5. ALTERNATIVE, ONE: RETAIN l1QS In MAl' AS THE us COMMAND ELEMENT 
IN ICTZ UNTIL THE MARINE DIVISION AND WING REDEPLOY (DURING PHASE IV> 
AT WHICH TIME III MAl' WOULD BE DISESTABLISHED AND REPLACED BY XFFV. 
DISESTABLISH XXIV CORPS AFTER TET. AFTER DISESTABLISHEDMENT OF XXIV 
CORPS, A NUMBER OF KEY STAFF BILLETS WITHIN I II MAF WOULD BE ASSUMED 
BY US ARMY PERSONNEL WHO WOULD.BE THE NUCLEUS OF THE NEW XFFV HQS 
WHEN THE LATTER IS ESTABLISHED. 
6. ALTERNATIVE TWO: ON A DATE TO BE DETERMINED, XFF~/XXIV CORPS 
ASSUME COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ. PRIOR TO THAT DATE, A NUMBER 
OF US ARMY PERSONNEL WILL HAVE BEEN PHASED INTO THE III MAl', STAFF 
AND A COMPARABLE NUMBER OF MARINE PERSONNEL PHASED OUT. ON THE DATE 
XFFV /XXI V CORPS ASSUMES COMMA ND OF US FORCES IN I CTl, I II MAF, v) lTH 
A CONSIDERABLY REDUCED STAFF, tifOULD BECOME SUBORDINATE TO XFFVIXXIV 
CORPS. III MAl' WOULD: REMAIN A UNISERVICE COMMAND; HAVE ITS HQS 
SATELLITED ON ONE ,OF THE IN-COUNTRY MARINE COMMANDS; COORDINATE 
RE!)EPLOYMENT OF' MARINE'Fo-RCES DURING PHASE IV'; AND BE DISESTABLISHED 
UPON THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND FMAW CLATE 

_ IN PHASE IV). 

DECLASSIFIED 
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P 190255Z ZFF - ZFF -4
FM CG III MAF

Jackson

TO CG XXIV CORPS
T 0 S E C R E T/EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN ICTZ
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION
QUOTE

FOR

0 170930Z
FM CG III MAF

Anto
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
T 0 C R E T/EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN ICTZ
A. III MAF MEMO 26D/CRS 3000 SER 000122369 DID 30 OCT 69
1. REF A PROPOSED THE AMALGAMATION OF THE III MAF AND XXIV CORPS
HQS AND THE FORMATION OF A JOINT HQS TO COMMAND US FORCES IN ICTZ
DURING REDEPLOYMENT PHASES THREE THROUGH SIX. THE PROPO'SED AMALGA-
MATION WAS BASED ON THE PREMISE THAT MAJOR MARINE FORCES WOULD
REMAIN IN ICTZ THROUGH PHASE SIX.
2. THE PROPOSED AMALGAMATION HAS BEEN HELD IN ABEYANCE.
3. SINCE THE SUBMISSION OF REF A, REDEPLOYMENT PLANS HAVE BEEN
CONSIDERABLY ALTERED; THE PREPONDERANCE OF MARINE FORCES WILL
PROBABLY REDEPLOY BY THE END OF PHASE IV.
4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS BELIEVED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A JOINT
USMC/USA HQS IS NO LONGER VALID DUE TO ITS PROBABLE SHORT LIFE. THE
FOLLOWING TWO ALTERNATIVE SLUTIONS ARE PROPOSED.
5. ALTERNATIVE ONE: RETAIN HQS III MAF AS THE US COMMAND ELEMENT
IN ICTZ UNTIL THE MARINE DIVISION AND WING REDEPLOY (DURING PHASE IV)
AT WHICH TIME III MAF WOULD BE DISESTABLISHED AND REPLACED BY XFFV.
DISESTABLISH XXIV CORPS AFTER TET. AFTER DISESTABLISHEDMENT OF XXIV
CORPS, A NUMBER OF KEY STAFF BILLETS WITHIN III MAF WOULD BE ASSUMED
BY US ARMY PERSONNEL WHO WOULD BE THE NUCLEUS OF THE NEW XFFV HQS
WHEN THE LATTER IS ESTABLISHED.
6. ALTERNATIVE TWO: ON A DATE TO BE DETERMINED, XFFV/XXIV CORPS
ASSUME COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ. PRIOR TO THAT DATE, A NUMBER
OF US ARMY PERSONNEL WILL HAVE BEEN PHASED INTO THE III MAF STAFF
AND A COMPARABLE NUMBER OF MARINE PERSONNEL PHASED OUT. ON THE DATE
XFFV/XXIV CORPS ASSUMES COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ, III MAF, WITH
A CONSIDERABLY REDUCED STAFF, WOULD BECOME SUBORDINATE TO XFFV/XXIV
CORPS. III MAF WOULD: REMAIN A UNISERVICE COMMAND; HAVE ITS HQS
SATELLITED ON ONE OF THE IN-COUNTRY MARINE COMMANDS; COORDINATE
REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE FORCES DURING PHASE IV; AND BE DISESTABLISHED
UPON THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND FMAW (LATE
IN PHASE IV).
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7. IT IS BEl.IEVED -THAT ALlERNATfVEONEIJOULD RESULT IN THE LEAST 
AMOUNT OF TURBULENCE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF INSTALLATIONS, PERSONNEL, 
AND COMMAND RELATIOi\)S AND \}}OULD CAUSE THE LEAST AMOUNT OF DISRUPTION 
IN THE VITAL CONTINUITY oF' COMMAND AND CONTROL OF US FORCES IN IeTZ. 
8. \~E CAN MAKE EITHER ALTERNATIVE WORK. 
9. REQUESJ DECISION AT AN EARLY' DATE IN ORDER THAT PLANNING CAN 
PROCEED. 
10 WARM REGARDS 
UNQUOTE 
~~p _4t~.A~RM-REG.A-RDS-.-.----- - ----~ -- ------ --- .. --.--~. -- / ,-Q?'-: ('\ ~ r 7.~ 

t" , )~.>' 
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7. IT IS BELIEVED THAT ALTERNATIVE ONE WOULD RESULT IN THE LEAST
AMOUNT OF TURBULENCE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF INSTALLATIONS, PERSONNEL,
AND COMMAND RELATIONS AND WOULD CAUSE THE LEAST AMOUNT OF DISRUPTION
IN THE VITAL CONTINUITY OF COMMAND AND CONTROL OF US FORCES IN ICTZ.
8. WE CAN MAKE EITHER ALTERNATIVE WORK.
9. REQUEST DECISION AT AN EARLY DATE IN ORDER THAT PLANNING CAN
PROCEED.
10 WARM REGARDS
UNQUOTE
2. WARM REGARDS
GP - 4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
2.2430
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EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TO~JNSEND FROt-1'LTGEN NICKERSON 
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1. THE FOLLOvlING MESSAGE' IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 
QUOTE 
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIVISION 
TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAl' 
CONFIDENTIAL ACD 043 EYES ONLY 
YOU MAY HAVE SEEN THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT FROM THE QUANG NGAI DAILY 
INTSUM DTG 1410825Z JA N 70: _ 
"PARA 12(C) A RALLIER; HUYNH mNH LONG, FRO[r1 THE VC PROVINCE STATED 
THE VC IN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE RATED THE US ARMY AND THE ARVN ABOUT EQUAL 
AT THIS TIME. SIX MONTHS AGO, THE VC HAD LITTLE FEAR OF tHE ARVN. 
SINCE THAT TH~E, HO~JEVER, THE 2D ARVN DIVISION HAS IMPROVED ITS 
fYJORALE. COMMUNICATIONS, \t}EAPONS, AND THE QUALITY OF ITS COMMANDERS. 
THE VC ESTIMATE THAT THE 20 ARVN DIVISION HAS BEEN [I')]8T EFFECTIVE 
IN SON TINH, TU NGHIA, AND MO DUC. DISTRICTS. THE MOST RESPECTED 
UNIT IS THE 4TH REGT OF THE 20 ARVN DIVISION." 
I BELIEVE THIS IS ONE TIME .THAT YOU CAN ACCEPT THE WORD OF A 
RALLIER. IF SO, IT IS A GREAT CONPLIMENT TO A GREAT DIVlSION· AND 
A REAL STEP FORWARD IN VIETNAMIZATION. THE A{1ERICAL IS VERY PROUD 
OF THE 2D ARVN DIVISION AND WE TAKE PRIDE IN ASSISTING THEM SO THEY 
CAN CONTINUE TO IMPROVE. UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS. 
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"PARA 12(C) A RALLIER ; HUYNH MINH LONG, FROM THE VC PROVINCE STATED
THE VC IN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE RATED THE US ARMY AND THE ARVN ABOUT EQUAL
AT THIS TIME. SIX MONTHS AGO, THE VC HAD LITTLE FEAR OF THE A.RVN.
SINCE THAT TIME, HOWEVER, THE 2D ARVN DIVISION HAS IMPROVED ITS
MORALE. COMMUNICATIONS, WEAPONS, AND THE QUALITY OF ITS COMMANDERS.
THE VC ESTIMATE THAT THE 2D ARVN DIVISION HAS BEEN MO ST EFFECTIVE
IN SON TINH, TU NGHIA, AND MO DUC DISTRICTS. THE MOST RESPECTED
UNIT IS THE 4TH REGT OF THE 2D ARVN DIVISION.
I BELIEVE THIS IS ONE TIME THAT YOU CAN ACCEPT THE WORD OF A
RALLIER. IF so, IT IS A GREAT COMPLIMENT TO A GREAT DIVISION AND
A REAL STEP FORWARD IN VIETNAMIZATION. THE AMERICAL IS VERY PROUD
OF THE 2D ARVN DIVISION AND WE TAKE PRIDE IN ASSISTING THEM SO THEY
CAN CONTINUE TO IMPROVE. UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
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SEC RET/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN ZAIS, MG N RAMSEY, r"GEN THRASH, MGEN 
WHEELER, BGEN MULLER FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
ENEr1Y CALIBER .513 ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE 
A • CG I II M A F 2 1 1 010 82 NOV 69 
1. HEF A .REFERS. 
2. IT HAS BECOME NECESSARY FOR r~E TO REITERATE r1YEXTRE~1E CONCERN 
ABOUT THE E[~EMY'S I;JCREASING USE OF .50 CALIBER 'AND LARGER MHIAIR-
CRAFT WEAPONS THROUGHOUT IClZ. THIS POSES A SERIOUS THREAT TO OUR 
AIR OPERATIONS, ESPECIALLY HELICOPTER OPERATIONS, AND IT MUST BE 
COUNTERED. 
3. RESPO l~S I VENESS IS THE KEY TO SU CCESSFULLY CO UNTER-I NG TH IS ENElY!Y 
EFFORT,. TI~E LAPSE BETWEEN .50 CAL OR LARGER AA FIRE INCIDENTS AND 
ITS ENTRY I NTO THE HEPO RT HG (SPO 1)' SYSTE M TO APPRO PRIATE A IR AND 
GROUND COMMANDERS CONTINUES TO HAMPER THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR 
REACTION EFFORT. rr~ ADDITION', THE LACK OF TH1ELY AND ADEQUATE 
RESPONSIVE ACTION HAS BEEN 'NOTED IN ['lJANY OF THOSE INCIDENTS THAT 
HAVE BEEN REPORTED. 
4. I URGE EACH OF YOU TO JOIN ME IN AN ALL OUT EFFORT TO REDUCE THIS 
t10ST SERIOUS E~~EMY THREAT. 
GP -4 
DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS. 
200 

"SECKET, TH I S MESSAlfE t{EQU I HES A(;COUNTAB I L ITY·I 

GOPY ~ OF ~ 

NNNN 

-SteRrT 

DECLASSIFIED 

J 
1 
( 

DECLASSIFIED

(3)

YOK
P 2357472 ZFF 1 ZFF-4

200946
FM Cu III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS

pamil

CG AMERICAL DIV
CG 1ST MAW
CG 1ST MARDIV
ZEN/DSA I CORPS
ZEM
SECRE T/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN ZAIS, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN THRASH, MGEN
WHEELER, BGEN MULLER FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
ENEMY CALIBER .50 ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE
A. CG III MAF 2110082 NOV 69
1. REF A REFERS.
2. IT HAS BECOME NECESSARY FOR ME TO REITERATE MY EXTREME CONCERN
ABOUT THE ENEMY'S INCREASING USE OF .50 CALIBER AND LARGER ANTIAIR- -

CRAFT WEAPONS THROUGHOUT ICTZ. THIS POSES A SERIOUS THREAT TO OUR
AIR OPERATIONS, ESPECIALLY HELICOPTER OPERATIONS, AND IT MUST BE
COUNTERED.
3. RESPONSIVENESS IS THE KEY TO SUCCESSFULLY COUNTERING THIS ENEMY
EFFORT. TIME LAPSE BETWEEN .50 CAL OR LARGER AA FIRE INCIDENTS AND
ITS ENTRY INTO THE REPORTING (SPOT) SYSTEM TO APPROPRIATE AIR AND
GROUND COMMANDERS CONTINUES TO HAMPER THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR
REACTION EFFORT. IN ADDITION, THE LACK OF TIMELY AND ADEQUATE
RESPONSIVE ACTION HAS BEEN NOTED IN MANY OF THOSE INCIDENTS THAT
HAVE BEEN REPORTED.
4. I URGE EACH OF YOU TO JOIN ME IN AN ALL OUT EFFORT TO REDUCE THIS
MOST SERIOUS ENEMY THREAT.
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C 0 :l lID E N T I A L IEYES ONLY /FOR GENERAL 
LTt::::;\; :HCKERSON 
A~:N~~SSY REPORTING ON MILITARY MATTERS 
t .• tJiCGNSUL DANANG TELEGRAf1 002 DATED 7JAN70 

• 

1. [~!:F IS A REPORT ON ARVN/RF/PF MORALE SUBMITTED BY THE AMCONSUL 
, vA ;iP. ;~G TO M1Ef'1BASSY SA IGO N • 
S. I DO NOT TAKE ISSUE WITH THE REPORT 11 SELF' A L TH'O UGH 11 I SSUB­
J:!:CTIV;: IN CONTENT. IT IS BASED ON THE INTERVIEW OF' NUMEROUS GVN 
Pi2:i=lSO:'::JEL AND COULD, THEREFORE, BE MISLEADING IF U'SED IMPROPERLY. 
3. ;-{Ol:1i:VER, I QUESTION THE PROPRIETY OF AMEl'fIBASSY BY-PASSING f1ACV 
;;HA;JllCLS Ilv, \'IHAT TO f1E, IS A PURELY rHLITARY MATTER. Af'iCONSUL 
DA.JA;jG STATES HE OBJECTED WHEN HE RECEIVED THIS REQUIRErqENT, SINCi 
IT ~A3 AN INTRUSION INTO AN AREA UNDER MACV COGNIZANCE, BUT WAS 
CL1'ZCTri:D TO SUBr~IT THE INFORMATION. WARM REGARDS. 
GP -4 
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AMEMBASSY REPORTING ON MILITARY MATTERS
fi. AMCONSUL DANANG TELEGRAM 002 DATED 7JAN70
1. REF IS A REPORT ON ARVN/RF/PF MORALE SUBMITTED BY THE AMCONSUL
DANJANG TO AMEMBASSY SAIGON.
E. I DO NOT TAKE ISSUE WITH THE REPORT ITSELF ALTHOUGH IT IS SUB-
JECTIVE IN CONTENT. IT IS BASED ON THE INTERVIEW OF NUMEROUS GVN
PERSONNEL AND COULD, THEREFORE, BE MISLEADING IF USED IMPROPERLY
3. HOWEVER, I QUESTION THE PROPRIETY OF AMEMBASSY BY PASSING MACV
CHANNELS IN, WHAT TO ME, IS A PURELY MILITARY MATTER. AMCONSUL
DANANG STATES HE OBJECTED WHEN HE RECEIVED THIS REQUIREMENT, SINCE
IT WAS AN INTRUSION INTO AN AREA UNDER MACV COGNIZANCE, BUT WAS
DIRECTED TO SUBMIT THE INFORMATION. WARM REGARDS.
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MEMORANVUM "V 

FROM: CHIEF OF STAFF .Ill MAF 

FOR: CG 

I don I t think there is any justification 
,.hatsoever for McNamara to be reporting to 

< 

the American Embassy on ARVN, RF or PF matters~ 

There are statements in here \vIlich are :purely 
rumors. Others are conjecture. 

I recommend that: 

a. I discuss this ",lith him and ask him to 
desist~ 

b. If he has a requirement from AmEmb to 
make such reports, VB go to CmmSNACV 
and recommend that AmEmb cease such 
req uireme n t s • 

If AmEmb '\<Tan ts military information they should 
go to EfACV and not oome 11 juvenile" in the 
field • 

.JJ::.. /' ~:.. V .R. ~. 
1( '«/, IllY' on' @ctl ~ • {i~, .-
(Ij) 0 f'a ~ I~ rk:f3' ~ 

f fi~ 'h r4<~----. @C<2- #~. " . 

t2f>I'~ 
(}:!J Another :possibility is for CG to bring this 

up at next \HEU. 
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whatsoever for McNamara to be reporting to
the American Embassy on ARVN, RF or PF matters.

There are statements in here which are purely
rumors. Others are conjecture.

I recommend that:

a. I discuss this with him and ask him to
desist.

b. If he has a requirement from AmEmb to

make such reports, we go to COMUSMACV
and recommend that AmEmb cease such
requirements.

If AmEmb wants military information they should
go to MACV and not some "juvenile" in the

field.
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I 0 E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN

NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING H.OURS)

III MAF HEADQUARTERS
1. BGEN JASKILKA HAS PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION.
MY MESSAGE TO COMUSMACV IN REGARD TO THE FUTURE HQS

ELEMENT IN I CORPS WAS PASSED TO GENERAL ZAIS BY MACV WITH THE

FOLLOWING ADDENDUM.
QU OTE
IN THE INTEREST OF SEEKING A SIMPLER SOLUTION TO THE
PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES, WE VISUALIZE XXIV CORPS TAKING

OVER AREA RESPONSIBILITIES FROM III MAF DIRECTLY AT A
DATE TO BE MUTUALLY AGREED. WE DO NOT FORESEE AMALGAMA-
TION OR MERGER OF THE TWO HQS OR A CHANGE YN NAME IF XXIV
CORPS A THIS TIME. III MAF WOULD REMAIN, SCALED DOWN TO
HANDLE SERVICE MATTERS, SU BORDINAE TO XXIV CORPS, AND
PHASE OUT AS THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION IS REDEPLOYED. THERE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2263 TOPSECRET SPECA EXCLUSIVE FOR

COULD BE APPROPRIATE USMC REPRESENTATION AT XXIV CORPS
UNTIL THE SUPPORT FORCE LEVEL IS REACHED. REQUEST CG
XXIV CORPS PERSONAL COMMENTS AND ANY PROPOSALS AS TO
TIMING.
UNQUCTE
2. I HAD PREVIOUSLY PASSED A COPY OF MY MESSAGE TO COMUS-
MACV TO ZAIS. I WILL SEE HIM TOMORROW AND UNDOUBTEDLY
RECEIVE HIS COMMENTS AT THAT TIME. THERE IS A WIEU SCHED-
ULED FOR SATURDAY 24 JAN AND IT IS LIKELY THAT COMUSMACV
WILL WANT TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT AT THAT TIME.
3. IT IS APPARENT THAT OUR SECOND ALTERNAIVE IS

RECEIVING PRIMARY CONSIDERAI ON, IN WHICH CASE THE NEW
III MAF COMMANDER WILL HAVE TO BE JUNIOR TO ZAIS. IT IS

SUGGESTED THAT CMC BE ALERTED TO THE NEED FOR MAKING A
DECISION EARLY IN REGARD TO BOWMAN AND DAVIS. WARM
REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2263

PAGE LOF /PAGES

3/COPY TOP SECRETOF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• ~ -<'>. HEA •• RIEIS • 
JII IAIINE "AMPHIBIOUS FIRCE 

TOP SECRET 

:: .• - ---,r , i '. j ,,:, 
(- ) 

III MAt tORM 5216 flO 1-6, 
MElAno. CODE ' FIOI CG III'MAF " I DATE 21 JAN 70 ' I • 0151.,'0. 

A - AUlOIl/(OGJlIZAIKE 
( - (OIIEIII¥.IIUDILIUDATIOI l'S!IlIAlI&OJ(()mr:oi.""'fl7j( I c~ .:3 ~ COftlllln 
I - IIFOltiA lOa ' 

2,11234Z JAN 70 S - SlStlATtln 
DATI sUllm . 

IOIITE sunol (ODf 
III OUT 

INITIAl 

CG FO RCE PlANNI NG 

if-
Deo 

• CIS UMh; 
';" 

DCIS 
DCSPlANS DI.3 ?OOTICJh 

DEPCORDS a RetaiJl tor _ JIDIltlw. OSA leTI I 

SIS o D_tr07 arter zaout1Jsc. 
G-1 
G-2 

, G-3 'L IlL- f. ~ ._~t1cm S1&DatuN' 
G-4 If I 
G-~ 11lF.M.lR!II5a Tilt. cSaa.IIlt IIIQ' not be 
G-6 reta1.M4 0ftI' a1cbt aDept. .. noted 
ADJ 18 raNe Or.- F5SU-L • 

AWARDS • 
CAP , n. a.oard', ot DiM10IJure -.4- -. 
CHAP ~i .~," all s-w~ .~1ac .. . D,p~.' , ' , 
CIS ~ 

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

ORt,rTEO: G--3 
.. 
; 

FOODS RE EASED. clS 
fSEO 

HQ CMIJf 
INSP 
MTO 

EXCLUSI E NJA 
OPANAL 

ORO . 
PMO 

POSTAL 

F R PROTO 
PSYOPS 
ROT~E 
REPRO 

ONl~ 5JA A 'RINE CORPS EYES SPL'SUV I' -
SUPPLV 
~MfD~ , 

SfC ' . 
Tce, 

(lSI RmISI FGI .. nolAl. WI) ISOY,MAJ, 
- ... - ....... _ .. 

"- . - . -TOP SICRET I' e;:;; 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEAD ARTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
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OTTIZYYW RHMMAFA2275
ZNY TITTI
0 211234Z JAN 70
FM CG 111 MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
TOPSECR E T/SPECIT EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY/FOR
LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING NORMAL WORKING
HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING
A. CG FMFPAC 2001287 JAN 70 (IS/SPECAT/MCEO)
B. CG FMFPAC 1403217 JAN 20 (TS/SPECAT/MCE0)
C. CG III MAF 0609542 JAN 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCE0)
1. REF A REQUESTED RECOMMENDED REVISI ONS TO REDUCE THE 10.8K MAB
SUBMITTED TO CMC BY REF B TO A NEW TOTAL STRENGTH OF 9.5K INCLUDING
600 SPACES FOR THE SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL FORCE. REF C IS THE
PREVIOUS RECOMMENDATIO OF CG III MAF FOR A MAB TOTALLING 10.BK.
2. ASSUMPTIONS OUTLINED IN REF C REMAIN GENERALLY VALID EXCEPT A
SINGLE FIXED WING SQUADRON WILL OPERATE INDEPENDENTLY AND ONLY AS A
TENANT FROM DANANG AIRFIELD. THE ASSUMPTION CONTAINED IN PARA 2 OF
REF B REGARDING SUPPORT TO THE ROK MARINE ERIGADE is TENUOUS: THE
SUPPORT CAPABILITY OF THE REDUCED MAB WOULD BE EXTREMELY LIMITED.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2275 T Q PSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0/
THE MAB SET FORTH IN DETAIL IN PARA BELOW REQUIRES THE ADDITIONAL
ASSUMPTION THAT THE MAB KEADQUARTERS WILL BE COLLOCATED WITH ONE OF
THE OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE MAB.
3. MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE:

A. COMMAND ELEMENT:
161MAB HQ

1ST CI TM, FMF 16
3D IT TM. FMF 11
1ST INTERP TM 6
2D SSCT 9

TOTAL 203
B. GROUND ELEMENT

1ST MARINE REGIMENT 37.97
1ST BN GREIN, 11TH MAR 742
BIRY K (REIN), 4TH BN, 11TH MAR 120
1ST 8" HOW BTRY (SP) (-), FMF 118
CO A (REIN), 1ST RECON BN 114

79CO A, 1ST MT BN
CO A CREIN), 1ST TANK BN, FMF 129
CO A (REIN), 1ST ENGR BN 161

PAGE OF 3 PAGES
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2275 TO PSECR E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0/
5260TOTAL

C. AVIATION ELEMENT: 2083
MAG-16 (354)
H&MS-16 (639)
MABS-16 (258)
HMM-263 (88)
DET HMH-463 (6/CH-53) (53)
DET VMO-2 (4/0V-10) (326)
HML-167 (12/UH1E, 18/AH-11 (365)
UMA -242 (12/A-6) 68
MASS- (o) 68
MATCU 2219TOTAL

D. SUPPORT ELEMENT: 3.01
DET 1ST SERV BN 415
DET IST FSR 32
1ST PLT, CO A, 7TH ENGR BN, FMF 67
SHORE PARTY CO, SP BN 25
COL & CLEAR CO, 1ST MED BN 2
11TH DENTAL CO (-)

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA2275 I 0 P.S.E C R E I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MOE0/
121

CO A IST MP BN. FMF 51
DET RAD B.N, FMF 204
COMM SPI CO. 7TH COMM BN, FMF

1218TOTAL
8900GRAND TOTAL

E. RECAPITULATI ON: 203
COMMAND ELEMENT. 5260
GROUND ELEMENT 2219
AVIATION ELEMENT 1218
SUPPORT ELEMENT 8900TOTAL

40 MAJOR REVISIONS FROM TROOP LIST: REF B ARE:

A. COMMAND ELEMENT: THE HEADQUARTERS HAS BEEN REDUCED TO 161.

IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR THE ELEMENT PROBABLY GROUND OR AIR) ON

WHICH THE HEADQUARTERS SATELLITES TO PROVIDE HOUSEKEEPING AND MANY

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES AS WELL AS SECURITY.

B. GROUND ELEMENT: THE 175MM GUN BATTERY HAS BEEN ELIMINATED

AND THE 8th HO BTRY REDUCED TO TWO PLATOONS. THE ENGINEER COMPANY

DESCRIBED IN REF C HAS BEEN REDUCED: IN STRENGTH BUT THE COMBAT

ENGINEER CAPABILITY IS RETAINED IN THE GROUND ELEMENT IN PREFERENCE

PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES
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FIVE RHMMAFA2275 T C RE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
STILL
FOR/MCEO/

PAGE
THE LSG AS IN REF B. RECON CAPABILITY IS REDUCED, BUT

TO
EXCEEDS THAT NORMALLY FOUND IN A MAB.

ON ELEMENT: THE AVIATION ELEMENT WAS REDUCED BY A
C. AVIAII

INCLUDING THE HEMS, MABS AND A VMACA4D SQUADRON.
INCLUDED

THE VMA
IN THE

CAWS

MAG(VA)
AND DETACHMENT OF VMO (4/OVe10) PREVI OUSLY

AND(12/A-6)
WAS INCLUDED IN THE MAG (VH). AN INCREASE IN THE H&MS,

INCREASEDMAG(VA)
INCLUDED IN THE NEW COMPOSITE MAG TO REFLECT

INDEPENDENTLY
THE

MABS WAS
NECESSARY FOR THE VMACAUD WHIGH WILL OPERATE

FROM
SUPPORT

A SEPARATE AIRFIELD. HELICOPTER STRENGTH REMAINS 21 CH-46D,

is CH-93,
COMBAT

12 UH-1
SERVICE

IE AND
SUPPORT
18 AH-1.

ELEMENT ENGINEER SUPPORT CONSISTS
RADIOD.

PLATOOR AS CONTAINED IN REF C.R.THE DETACHMENT OF THE
THEREOF

BATTALI
1

ON IS REDUCED 85 AND THE COMM SUPPORT COMPANY 31. ARE

NO OTHER CHANGES IN THIS ELEMENT.

SUPPORT/TRANSI ONAL FORCE OF 600 SPACES IS OF COURSE
5.
ADDITIVE

THE
TO THE MAB DESCRIBED IN PARA 3 AND A ABOVE FOR A TOTAL

SET FORTH ABOVE PRESERVES THE CONCEPT OF THE MARINE AIR-
HOV-

STRENGTH OF 9500,
6. THE

TEAM
MAB

AND INCLUDES ALL ELEMENTS NORMALLY FOUND IN A MAB.
AND

EVER,
GROUND

IT POSSESSES NEITHER THE FIREPOWER (PARTICULARLY AIR

SIX RHMMAFA2275 I OFSECR E-T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FORAMCE0/
ANDPAGE

NOR THE BALANCE (COMMAND AND CONTROL, ENGINEER
ARTILLERY)

SUPPORT) OF THE LARGER MAB PREVIOUSLY SUJEMITTED BY REFER
MAD.LOGISTIC

ENCES: B: AND C. I RECOMMEND EFFORT BE MADE TO RETAIN THE 18.8

WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2275

PAGE 3 OF3 PAGES

3 3 TOP SECRETCOPIESOFCOPY111 MAF 2100/4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

'MAnr~US Fol 
LJNCLAS' I FI iD III MAf FORM S216 (KV.I~" 
. I • oa".AlO. . 
A • ACTlOII/C06I1IZAICI 
C • COMMIIiT/IUOMMEIiDATlOI 
I . "'FOaMATlON 
S • SIGNATUIE 

IOUTE SECTION 
DATI 

CODE I---';';;';';'---f 

Fa.' DATE 
CG II I MAF 22 JAN 70 

OF 4 COPIU m'D. 
SUIJECT 

INITIAL 
IN OUT R&R pROGRAM, 

CG 

iDCS.PlANS 
DEJ>CORD5 
OSA ICTl '. 

SIS . ~ / /t,t- I' .., 
G:-1 ffP, ~ . Co 'I ~" 
G-2 1 
G-3 
G-4 
G-~ 

G-6 
AOJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 

.CHAP 
.' CIB 

DENT 
ENGR 

FSEO 
HQCMDf 
.. INSP 

MTO 
NJA 

.OPANAl 
ORO 
PMO .. 

POSTAL 
PROTO .. 
PSYOPS 
ROTCE 
REPRO. 

I--~' ... ...::SJ:;,:.A ~~I----+_-+-_--I C 0 ~ y = 2-
[SPL SERV 

suppiy' 

Sf C.' . 

SEE IIlSTlUOIONS 011 'I ,mE 

DECLASSIFIED 
IINrl ACCIt:III;D 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

MARINE AM HIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEOPERATION tox FROM
22 JAN 70X ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAF

A. ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATEc COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

:: P 2201502 JAN 70INFORMATION
COPY NO. 2 OF 4

COPIES RECDS - SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODEROUTE SECTION

OUTIN R&R PROGRAM
CG
DCG

1/LL REMARKSC/S I
DC/S

DCS PLANS
DEP CORDS
DSA_ICTZ

CY1/22xS/S

HAS
COPY

G-1
G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL

HAS AF N
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

REPRO
COPIESCOPY 2 OFSJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED.O

SEC
TCC

A -12
(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)SGT MAJ

UNCI A ISSIFIEDSEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
j', 

ZCZCKAA 138 
PP .YSQKOD 
DE YMRLKA 10 0220149, 
P 220150Z ZFF-l ZFF-4 
I'M CG II I MAl' 
TO CO MUSMACV 
ZEM 
UNCLAS E FT 0 EYES ONLY FOR BGEN SMITH 
R&R PROGRAM 
A. AC OF S J-l SAIGON 240240Z DEC 69 
1 •. REF A REFERS. SI~CE YOUR_VISIT ON 18 DEC '69, 
CONSIDERABLE ACTION HAS BEEN INITIATED TO REMEDY THE' 
SEVERAL ADMINISTRATIVE WEAKNESSES IN OUR R&R PROGRAM 
NOTED BY YOUR R&R SPECIALISTS. 
2. MY PURPOSE HERE IS TO UPDATE YOU ON OUR PROGRESS. 
SUMMARY FOLLOWS. 
3. A FIELD GRADE OFFICER (MAJOR) HAS BEEN APPOINTED AS 
III MAl' R&R OFFICER. HE SERVES IN THE. FORCE SPECIAL 
SERVICES SECTION AND WILL COORDINATE THE ENTIRE III MAl' 
R&R PROGRAM. 
4. A FOLLOW UP MESSAGE WAS RELEASED TO EACH PARTICIPAT­
ING COMMAND AFTER THE VISIT BY THE R&R SPECIALISTS. 
RESPONSE TO THAT MESSAGE HAS PROVIDED BETTER UNDERSTAND­
ING OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS IN 
THE R&R PROGRAM. TWO SPECIFIC STEPS WERE INDICATED AND 
HAVE BEEN TAKEN. FIRST, EACH PARTICIPATING COMMAND HAS 
APPOINTED AN OFFICER TO COORDINATE ITS R&R PROGRAM. 
SECOND, AN I NIT IAL .MEET I.NG OF THE R&R COORD INATORS WI LL 
BE HELD IN THIS HEADQUARTERS 26 JANUARY. IN THAT 
MEETING,WE WILL IDENTIFY AND DERIVE SOLUTIONS FOR THE 
PROBLEMS OF TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE R&R 
PROCESSING CENTER, APPROPRIATE TROOP LEVEL PUBLICITY 
FOR R&R AND STANDARDIZATION OF CERTAIN COMMON 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES. 
5. OUR OVERALL UTILIZATION OF R&R SEAT ALLOCATIONS 
DURING DECEMBER '69 WAS 91.6 PERCENT vlHILE 92.6 PERCENT OF 
ALLOCATED TO USMC PERSONNEL WERE UTILIZED. 
6. WE HAVE COMPLETED THE FIRST PHASE OF AN OPERATIONAL 
ANALYSIS OF QUOTA ALLOCATION PROCEDURES AND NOW SEEK 
TO AUTOMATE SOME OR ALL THE DATA NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY 
PROJECT FUTURE ALLOCATION NEEDS. 
6. APPRECIATE THE STIMULUS OF YOUR VISIT AND THE 
ASSISTANCE PROVIDED. WARM REGARDS. 
:400 . r-, ( , "~ii' C;-;:-' .;", t\ ~ (' " .. ::..... \:~;I :~ 
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PP YSQKOD 2
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RECEIVEFM CG III MAF
TO CO MUSMACV 22 JAN
ZEM

1970UNCLAS E F T 0 EYES ONLY FOR BGEN SMITH FROM BGEN DULACKI
R&R PROGRAM
A. AC OF S J-1 SAIGON 240240Z DEC 69
1. REF A REFERS. SINCE YOUR VISIT ON 18 DEC '69, 18TT
CONSIDERABLE ACTION HAS BEEN INITIATED TO RE MEDY THE
SEVERAL ADMINISTRATIVE WEAKNESSES IN OUR R&R PROGRAM
NOTED BY YOUR R&R SPECIALISTS.
2. MY PURPOSE HERE IS TO UPDATE YOU ON OUR PROGRESS.
SUMMARY FOLLOWS.
3. A FIELD GRADE OFFICER (MAJOR) HAS BEEN APPOINTED AS
III MAF R&R OFFICER. HE SERVES IN THE FORCE SPECIAL
SERVICES SECTION AND WILL COORDINATE THE ENTIRE III MAF
R&R PROGRAM.
4. A FOLLOW UP MESSAGE WAS RELEASED TO EACH PARTICIPAT-
ING COMMAND AFTER THE VISIT BY THE R&R SPECIALISTS.
RESPONSE TO THAT MESSAGE HAS PROVIDED BETTER UNDERSTAND
ING OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS IN
THE R&R PROGRAM. TWO SPECIFIC STEPS WERE INDICATED AND
HAVE BEEN TAKEN. FIRST, EACH PARTICIPATING COMMAND HAS
APPOINTED AN OFFICER TO COORDINATE ITS R&R PROGRAM.

SECOND, AN INITIAL MEETING OF THE R & R COORDINATORS WILL
BE HELD IN THIS HEADQUARTERS 26 JANUARY. IN THAT
MEETING, WE WILL IDENTIFY AND DERIVE SOLUTIONS FOR THE
PROBLEMS OF TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE R&R
PROCESSING CENTER, APPROPRIATE TROOP LEVEL PUBLICITY
FOR R&R AND STANDARDIZATION OF CERTAIN COMMON
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES.
5. OUR OVERALL UTILIZATION OF R&R SEAT ALLOCATIONS
DURING DECEMBER '69 WAS 91.6 PERCENT WHILE 92.6 PERCENT OF SEATS
ALLOCATED TO USMC PERSONNEL WERE UTILIZED.
6. WE HAVE COMPLETED THE FIRST PHASE OF AN OPERATIONAL
ANALYSIS OF QUOTA ALLOCATION PROCEDURES AND NOW SEEK
TO AUTOMATE SOME OR ALL THE DATA NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY
PRO JECT FUTURE ALLOCATION NEEDS.
6. APPRECIATE THE STIMULUS OF YOUR VISIT AND THE
ASSISTANCE PROVIDED. WARM REGARDS.
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• 
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UNCLAS EFT O/EYES 0 NLY IFOR BGEN SMITH (J-i) FRO M BGEN 
DULACKI 
A. YR 200920Z JAN 70 
1. THE BRIEFING PROPOSED IN REFERENCE A WAS pAESENTED 

TO THE COMr1ANDING GENERAL, MEMBERS OF THE II I MAF STAFF 
AND REPRESENTATIVES OF MARINE COMMANDS ON 21 .JAN AS 
SCHEDULED .-
2. LTCOL WHITE'S PRESENTATION WAS EXCEPTIONALLY 
THOROUGH ,SUPERBLY DELI VERED AND WELL RECEIVED. SCOPE 
AND CONCLUSIONS WERE IMPRESSIVE AND CONVINCING. 
3. YOUR·THOUGHTFUWNESS IN MAKING LTCOL WHITE AVAILABLE 
IS APPRECIATED • 
4. WARM REGARDS. 
117 
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P. 221254Z ZFF -4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0/EYES ONLY/FOR BGEN SMITH (J-1) FROM BGEN
DULACKI
A. YR 200920Z JAN 70
1. THE BRIEFING PROPOSED IN REFERENCE A WAS PRESENTED
TO THE COMMANDING GENERAL, MEMBERS OF THE III MAF STAFF
AND REPRESENTATIVES OF MARINE COMMANDS ON 21 JAN AS

RECEIVED
SCHEDULED.
2. LTCOL WHITE'S PRESENTATION WAS EXCEPTIONALLY

23 JANA.M.THO ROUGH , SUPERBLY DELIVERED AND WELL RECEIVED. SCOPE
AND CONCLUSIONS WERE IMPRESSIVE AND CONVINCING.

1970
3. YOUR -THOUGHTFUWNESS- IN MAKING LTCOL WHITE AVAILABLE
IS APPRECIATED.
4. WARM REGARDS.

12/1/1881117
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1. (TS/LD) REF A REQD RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE
COMPOSITION FOR A LOGISTIC ROLL-UP FORCE OF New.
THE REQUIREMENT HAS BEEN CLOSELY STUDJED BY FLC. THE
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A SECURITY COMPANY. THE PROPOSED NAME IS PROVISIONAL
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2967SECURITY CO
2836TRUCK CO

1249522SUPPLY
246147166N

NOTE 1 INCLUDES MAINTENANCE FUNCTION WITH I OFF AND
27 ENLISTED.

2. (TS/LD) THE 1567 TOTAL IS CONSIDERED THE
MINIMEN TO ACCOMPLISH THE ROLLAUP AND REIROGRADE
OF THE SUPPLIES AND EQUIRMENT OF III GAF. SECURITY
AND NESS SUPPORT ARE SEPARATELY PROVIDED FOR. 17
IS ESTIMATED THE TIME TO COMPLETE THE TASK WILL BE
THREE MONTHS AFTER DEPARTURE OF THE LAST MAJOR
COMBAT ELEMENT BEING SUPPORTED BY FLC. THE TIME
ESTIMATE DEPENDS ON SHIPPING AVAILABILITY.
3. (S) PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO THIS BN: SHOULD HAVE
FIVE MONTHS OVERSEAS ELIGIBILITY REMAINING TO ALLOW
FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TIME REQUIRED.
40 (S) SHOULD THE BN BE CO-LOCATED WITH OTHER FWMAF

MAY BE POSSIBLE TO REDUCE THE SECURITY REQUIREMENT.IT
ADDITIONALTHE MAGNITUDE OF THE RECOUNTION WILL REQUIRE

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA232D T DPSECRET SPECAT, EXCLUSIVE;

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
STUDY AFTER TR00P DISPOSITIONS AND OTHER FACTORS ARE KNOWN,

5. GUX THE DETAILED T/O IS BE'NG FORWARDED 3VIA MAIL.
G.P-4
BT
2320
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ANOTHER THREE STARS TO REPLACE ME AS; CG 111 MAF.
2. LATER X SAW COMUS WITH TOWNSEND. COMUS AGREED TO
SEND A MESSAGE CONCERNING THIS SUBJECT. HE STATED HE

WOULD SEND IT THROUGH HIS REGULAR CHANNEL SINCE, AS HE
SAID QUOTE EVERYONE WILL WANT TO GET INTO THIS ACT
UNQUITE. HE INTENDS TO DESIGNATE 9 MARCH AS THE DATE FOR
XXIV CORPS AND 111 MAF STAFFS TO SWITCH POSITIONS. HE

EXPECTS BOTH STAFFS TO DRAW DOWN ON THEIR CURRENT

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2671 T/LIMDIS/EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0/
STRENGTHS BEGINNING NOW. I BELIEVE HE WILL ALSO STATE
IN HIS MESSAGE THAT A THREE STAR REPLACEMENT FOR ME IS
NEITHER REQUIRED NOR DESIRED. FURTHER I THINK GEORGE
BOWMAN IS HIS IDEA OF A SUITABLE CANDIDATE NOT ONLY AS CG
III MAF BUT ALSO AS DEPUTY FOR ZAIS IN HIS NEW POSITION

AS COMMANDER OF US FORCES IN I CORPS.
3. THIS LATTER DEVELOPMENT THAT IS HAVING THE NEW CG III
MAF ALSO DESIGNATED DEPUTY FOR XXIV CORPS, HAS, I BELIEVE,
CONSIDERABLE MERIT ESPECIALLY FROM THE STANDPOINT OF
PROTECTING THE STATUS OF MARINE AVIATION.
4. ZAIS AND HIS WIFE ARE HOUSE GUESTS OF ABRAMS THIS WEEKEND
AND 1 AM CERTAIN THIS SUBJECT HAS BEEN DISCUSSED SO Y

DOUBT IF THERE WILL BE ANY CHANGES I'M COMUSMACY'S BASIC
POSITION
5. WE ARE DEVELOPING PLANS FOR CERTAIN ACTIONS TO SCALE
DOWN THE CURRENT SIZE OF THE NI MAP STAFF. HOWEVER, ANY
MAJOR REDUCTIONS MUST WAIT UNTIL XKIV CORPS HAS ASSUMED
RESPONSIBILITY FOR I CORPS WHICH MEANS MID-MARCH. MEAN
WHILE, I SUGGEST IT WOULD BE PRUDENT TO TURN OFF THE
PIPELINE INTO III MAF HQS NOW TO AVOID UNNECESSARY TRANSFERS

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2671 IAIMDIS/EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO/
LATER. WARN REGARDS.
GP-4
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EXPANSION OF FSB BARBARA (S) ~. ;(~j ,~"",. , 
A. CG XXIV CORPS 190759Z JAN 70 (LIMDIS PHB 37) ~ ,\~J~,,<~%.> 
1. RE l' A REQUESTED ASSI STANCE vI ITH GEN LA M CO iIlCERN I NG THE ~~ h{)'1 "'".>~, 
DEVELOPf1ENT OF THE ARVN PORTION OF FSB BARBARA.. ~ ~ 
2. ON 22 JAN 710, I DISCUSSED THE EXPANSION OF F'SB BARBARA AND ~., /~ 
PARTICULARLY THE ARVN PORTION WITH GEN LAM. HE CONCURRED WITH TH0ijTTT~i0\'ij 
H1PORTANCE OF FSB BARBARA AND INDICATED THAT STEPS WOULD BE TAKEN ~\. 
TO HELP SUPPORT GEN TRUONG'S REQUEST FOR CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS • 
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FN CG III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
SECRE T/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
EXPANSION OF FSB BARBARA (S)
A. CG XXIV CO RPS 190759Z JAN 70 (LIMDIS PHB 37)
1. REF A REQUESTED ASSISTANCE WITH GEN LAM CONCERNING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE ARVN PORTION OF FSB BARBARA.
2. ON 22 JAN 70, I DISCUSSED THE EXPANSION OF F SB BARBARA AND
PARTICULARLY THE ARVN PORTION WITH GEN LAM. HE CONCURRED WITH THE
IMPORTANCE OF FSB BARBARA AND INDICATED THAT STEPS WOULD BE TAKEN
TO HELP SUPPORT GEN TRUONG'S REQUEST FOR CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS.
WARM REGARDS.
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SEeR E T/EYES ONLY/FpF! LTGEN ZAIS; MGEN RAMSEY; MG£N T}RASf{I 
ANn MGEN WHEELER :INFO /BGEN MULtER FROM L TGEN NICKERSON' 
TET ,1970' / 
A. C r, ! I I filA F 24 065 SZ JAN 70 
t. GEN LAM AND I HA'VE DISCUSSED PROBABLE ENEMY INTENrIONS "URING 
iET.---OUR G-2'S HAVE COORDINATED AND AGREE!) ON THE DEGREE or THE 
THREAT AS OUTL INEn IN MY EST IMATE OF T HE ENEMY SITUAT ION CONfA INto 
IN REF A.' -
2. IN ORDER TO COMPOUND THE ENEMY'S PRESENT DIFFICULTIES IN MOVING 
HIS FORCES INTO ATTACK POSIT IONS IN THE LOWLANDS AND PoPULATE!) AREA~. 
-DURING THE PRE-TET SEASON THE FOLLOW ING MEASURES ARE CONSI1)EREl) 
ESSENTIAL. . 

A. INCREASE RECON! SURVE IlLANCE STARTING IMMED lATELY,. 
B. PREEMPT ENEMY PLANS AN') THROW HIM OFF BALANCE BY USING 

AAx IMUM FIRE POWER, CART,Y, NGF, TAC AIR, ARC LIG ms, GUNSHIPS>. 
(1) INCREASE H&I FIRES ON LIKELY AVENUES OF APPROACH. 
(2) STRIKE HARD AT INTELLIGENCE TARGETs. 
(3) PROVIDE PROMPT FIRE SUPPORT to ARVN UPON REQUEST. 

C. PREPARE COUNTER AtTACK Pl.A.NS FOR All L Il(n Y ENEMY AVENUES 
<F APPROACH INTO LOWLANDS AND FR lENDL Y POPULATED AREAS~ 

D. ESl'ABLtSH RAPID REACTION FORC£S TO TAll! A1)VANTASE or ANy 
ENEMY VULNERABILITY. 
3. SEN LAM INDICATED THAT ARVN WAS IsrABL ISHINs QUICK REACtION 
FORCES TO BE USED AS NEEDED 1)URING TET. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST yOU 
COO~1)INATE PLANS 'AITM ARVN TO PROVJl)E LIFT, WHEN POSSIBLE, FROM 
AVAILABLE AIR ASSETS. INFORM tHIS HEADOUARTE'RS (G-3 AIR) IF ASSIS­
TANCE REQUIRED. 
4. IN ORDER TO EXPLOIT ANY ENEMY VULNERABILl:TIE~S.-RAPI1) AN!) TIMELy 
EXCHANGE OF INTELLIGENCE AN') OPERATIONAL INf~OR"ATION BETWEEN u.~. ' 
AND ARVN FORCES IS E'NCOURAGED. 
5. PLEASE INFORM ME OF ANY CURRENt OR ANTIC1:PATE1) PROBLEM AREAS IN 
WHICH I MAY BE OF ASSISfANCE IN FURTHER DIS(!USSIONS WITH SEN LAM~ 

i WARM REGARDS 
I <P-4 
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0260810Z ZYH ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO C6 XXIV CORPS
CG AMERICAL DIV
CG FIRST MAW
CG FIRST MARDIV
INFO ZEN/DSA I CORPS
ZEM
S E CR E T/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN ZAIS; MGEN RAMSEY; MGEN THRASH:
AND MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN MULLER FROM LTGEN NICKER SON
TET, 1970
A. CA III MAF 24 065 8Z JAN 70
1. GEN LAM AND I HAVE DISCUSSED PROBABLE ENEMY INTENTIONS DURING
TET. OUR G-2'S HAVE COORDINATED AND AGREED ON THE DEGREE OF THE
THREAT AS OUTLINED IN MY ESTIMATE OF THE ENEMY SITUATION CONTAINED
IN REF A.
2. IN ORDER TO COMPOUND THE ENEMY'S PRESENT DIFFICULTIES IN MOVING
HIS FORCES INTO ATTACK POSITIONS IN THE LOWLANDS AND POPULATED AREAS,
DURING THE PRE-TET SEASON THE FOLLOWING MEASURES ARE CONSIDERED
ESSENTIAL.

A. INCREASE RECON/SURVEILLANCE STARTING IMMEDIATELY.
B. PREEMPT ENEMY PLANS AND THROW HIM OFF BALANCE BY USING

MAXIMUM FIRE POWER CARTY, NGF, TAC AIR, ARC LIGHTS, GUNSHIPS).
(1) INCREASE H&I FIRES ON LIKELY AVENUES OF APPROACH.
(2) STRIKE HARD AT INTELLIGENCE TARGETS.
(3) PROVIDE PROMPT FIRE SUPPORT TO ARVN UPON REQUEST.

C. PREPARE COUNTER ATTACK PLANS FOR ALL LIKELY ENEMY AVENUES
OF APPROACH INTO LOWLANDS AND FRIENDLY POPULATED AREAS.

D. ESTABLISH RAPID REACTION FORCES TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ANY
ENEMY VULNERABILITY.
3. GEN LAM INDICATED THAT ARVN WAS ESTABL ISHING QUICK REACTION
FORCES TO BE USED AS NEEDED DURING TET. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST YOU
COORDINATE PLANS WITH ARVN TO PROVIDE LIFT, WHEN POSSIBLE, FROM
AVAILABLE AIR ASSETS. INFORM THIS HEADQUARTERS (G-3 AIR) IF ASSIS-
TANCE REQUIRED.
4. IN ORDER TO EXPLOIT ANY ENEMY VULNERABILITIES, RAPID AND TIMELY
EXCHANGE OF INTELLIGENCE AND OPERATIONAL INFORMATION BETWEEN U.S.
AND AR VN FORCES IS ENCOURAGED.
5. PLEASE INFORM ME OF ANY CURRENT OR ANTICIPATED PROBLEM AREAS IN
WHICH I MAY BE OF ASSISTANCE IN FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH GEN LAM.
WARM REGARDS
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ZNY EEEEE
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FM CG III MAF
TO RUKHFNA/CG FMFPAC
BT
UNCLAS E AF I OAFQR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
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Ao CG III MAF 1308202 JAN 70

Bo OG FMFPAC 2120212 JAN 70

Co FMFPAC BUL 7300 OF 15 DEC 69

16 REF A WAS SENT WITHOUT MY BEING AMARE OF THE COMPLETE

PICTURE REGARDING THE SUBJ FUNDS IN ill MAF. FUNDS WHICH

HAD BEEN SUB-ALLOTTED TO SUBORDINATE COMMANDS WERE NOT

TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATI ON IN ARRIVING AT FIGURES THEREI No

THE REMAINING BALANCE SHOWN IN REF B SHOULD BE SUFFIC
20
CIENT TO SATISFY 3RD QUARTER REQUIREMENTS. SHOULD ADDI

TIONAL FUNDS BE REQUIRED FOR 4TH QUARTER, REQ WILL BE

SUBMITTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF Ca SORRY FOR THE INCON-

VENIENCE.
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TOP SECRET

OTTTZYOW RHMMAFA2843 02.60925-ITTT--RUHHFMA.
ZNY TTTTT
0 2609262 JAN 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMAZCG FMFPAC
BT
T 0 PSE C Eig I/SPECATVEXCLUSIVE/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN BUSE
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS:
HOS FOR US, COMMAND ELEMENTS IN ICTZ (U)
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM MGEN
TOWNSEND.
QUOTE
HQ FOR U.S. COMMAND ELEMENTS IN I CTZ (U)
Ao III MAF 170930Z JAN 70 (TS) (NOTAL)
1. (TS) REFERENCE PROPOSED TWO ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR
THE TRANSITIO OF U.S. COMMAND ELEMENTS IN I CTZ, BOTH OF
WHICH INVOLVED A DEGREE OF MERGER OR AMALGAMATION OF HQ
III MAF AND HQ XXIV CORPS, WITH THE LATTER BEING RENAMED
HQ XFFV.
2. (TS) BOTH ALTERNATIVES HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED, HOWEVER,
IT APPEARS THAT CONTINUITY OF COMMAND AND CONTROL CAN BE
OBTAINED AND TURBULENCE MINIMIZED BY TRANSFER OF RESPON-

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2843 T Q SECRE T/EXCLUSIVE FOR/EYES ONLY
SIBILITIES WITHOUT INTERIM MERGERS, AMALGAMATION, OR NAME
CHANGE FOR XXIV CORPS.
3. (TS) ACCORDINGLY, COMUSMACV HAS APPROVED THE FOLLOWING:

Ao XXIV CORPS IS TO ASSOME AREA RESPONSIBILITIES FROM
III MAF ON 9 MARCH 1970, AT WHICH TIME III MAF WILL
COME UNDER THE OPERATI ONAL CONTROL OF XXIV CORPS.
I.E., THE REVERSE OF CURRENT RELATI ONSHIP.
HQ III MAF (SCALED DOWN IS TO REMAIN TO HANDLEB.
SERVICE MATTERS AND THE PHASE OUT AS THE LST MARINE
DIVISION/MAW (MINUS) IS REDEPLOYED.

C. THERE IS TO BE APPROPRIATE USNC REPRESENTATION WITH
HQ XXIV CORPS UNTIL THE SUPPORT LEVEL IS REACHED.

D. II IS VISUALIZED THAT THE FUNCTION OF CG, III MAF
CAN BE PERFORMED IN THE INTERIM'AS AN ADDITIONAL DUTY
OF CG, 1ST MARDIV

4. (u) REQUEST THAT PLANNING AND COORDINATIO WITH GEN
ZAIS BASED UPON THE FOREGOING BE INITIATED WITHOUT DELAY,
SHIFT IN COMMAND TAKE PLACE OR 9 MARCH 1:970, AND THAT
COMUSMACV BE KEPT INFORMED OF PROGRESS IN THE INTERIM.
UNQUOTE.

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES
3 3COPY111 MAF 2100/4 OF TOP SECRETCOPIES

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2843 0 PSEORE T/EXCLUSIVE FOR/EYES ONLY
2. THE PROPOSAL IN PARA 3.D CAME AS A SURPRISE. UPON
RECEPT OF THE ABOVE MESSAGE I PHONED TOWNSEND. HE INO
FORMED ME THAT PARA 3 HAD BEEN TRANSMITTED TO JCS AND
CINCPAC AS INSTRUCTI ONS WHICH HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO XXIV
CORPS AND III MAF FOR IMPLEME NTATI ON. H POINTED OUT THE
PROBLEMS WHICH SUBPARA 3 WOULD CREATE. HE STATED THAT HE
COMPLETELY MISSED THIS AND; THAT WHATEVER ARRANGEMENTS I
WANT WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO HIM. IN VIEW OF SENIORITY, I
SUGGESTED THAT, IF CMC APPROVES, BOWMAN IS THE LOGICAL
MAN FOR CG III MAF AND DEPUTY CG XXIV CORPS. HE THEN
STATED THAT WHATEVER ZAIS AND I WORK OUT WOULD BE SAT-
ISFACTORY.
3. I TALKED TO ZAIS WHOWAS INFO ADDRESSEE ON THE ABOVE
MESSAGE. HE STATED THAT RATHER THAN HAVING CG 1ST MAR
DIV DOUBLE HAY AS ce 111 MAE HE WOULD RECOMMEND BOWMAN
AS C.G: III MAF AND DEPUTY CG XKIV CORPS. HE WILL TRANSMIT
HIS RECOMMENDATIONS TO ME FOR FURTHER TRANSMITTAL TO
COMUS.
4. IT IS PROPOSED THAT I INFORM COMUSMACV OF THE PROBLEMS
OF COMMAND AAD SENIORITY CREATED BY SUBPARA 3.D (OF WHICH

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA2843 T OPS /EXCLUSIVE FOR/EYES ONLY
THEY ARE ALREADY AWARE) AND RECOMMEND THAT BOWMAN BE MADE
CG III MAF WITH ADDITI ONAL DUTIES AS DEPUTY CG XXIV CORPS.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2843
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• 
TOP SEC a E T LIMOI S/SPECAT EXCLUSI VE /EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS 
INFo ,lTGE~ ZAIS FROM'lT~EN NICKERSON 
HQ fO~ US COMMAND ELEMENTS IN !CTZ ((J) 
fJ. CO~US~ACV, ~$0225Z JAN 10 
I. p,EF A CO~HAHJS IMPLEME\IlTING INSTRUCTIO~lS FOR THE. 

TqANSFEq OF I CORPS AREA RESPONSIB ILITII1S 1'110 MIll MAF 
TO XXIV CORPS. 
? PARA 3.0 of wE' A VISUALIZES THAT THE FUNCTION Of CG 
It! MAr CA~ ~E· PERFORMED IN TH~ INTERIM AS ttM ADDITIONAL 
DUTY of Cr- 1ST MARDIV. AS I INFORMED CARTER TO'~NS[ND YESTERDAY, 
THIS POSES SEVERAL PROBLEMS. FIRST; INCUMBElwT CG 1ST 
MAtm I V IS THE JUN lOR MARINE tr.GEtJ n I II MAF, SECO ND, Hl 
VIE!'l of M~~Y P~OBlEMS ASSOCIATED lHTH FORTHCOMING REOE­
PLOYfilE\lT OF I)IVISIO~ AND 'fJlItJG. CONCURRENT ~UTH THEIR 
MHNTAI~!N~ AN O?EqATIONA) .. POStURE AS LONG I~S POSSIBLE, 
I 5ELtCVE It PRUDEN! NOT TO DOUBLE ... HAT EITHER OF THESE 
OOfl"(f.ANDE~S. FROM A PRACTICAL STANDPo un IT ~;OULD BE FAR 
QETTf.q IF tHE' COMMANDER OF II I MAl" WERE DIStINCT AND ALSO 
SEqVE AS ~EPUTY CO~MANDER XXIV CORPS. 
3. I 'HAVE 8EEN HJFORflJED THAt c~c INT[NDS TO r~OMINAT[ 
A~ oF'FICE~ JUNIOR 10 MEL ZAIS AND OTHER THAN MGEN BOWlVIJ\N 
FOR nUTY tis TKJtEE ... STAR COMMANDER of I II MAl'. I AM TOLD 
THtS POSITION WILL BE ~ADE K~OwN TO CINCPAC, IF IT HA/S 
~1()T A\.oEAt)Y ~EEN DO~lE:. 
4. ~ECEIVE1) MEL ZAIS' COMMENTS TODAY. IN REnARD TO PARA 

. 3.n. HE ST~!TES IT couLD WORK BuT BELIEVES I1L I'D HE APPRO": 
P~IATE FOR THE FUNCTIONS of cc; II I filAF TO Em PERFORMED 
~Y OTHEq THAN c~ 1ST ~ARDIV CONSIDERING THE SIZE OF THE 
")IVISION. ADMt~l.! LOGISTIC AND REDEPLoniENT nU!IES, AND 
THE TACTICAL SITUATION. 
s. PLt',~nlUJB IS utJDER1,I1AY FOR THE tRANSFER OF' AREA RE­
SPoNSIBILITIES To XXIV CORPS. PLANNING GROUPS FROM THE 
tlESPECT IVE STAFFS HAVE SEEN FORt'lED, MY GUIDANCE TO THE 
tIl MAF STAFF IS THAT PRIMARY CO~4S1DERATlON SHOULD BE 
(.lIVEN To THE MAINTE~iA"'CE 0 F OPERA! IONAL co N'~ INUITY 
THROUnHOUT THE CHANGEOVER. ' 
6. I NOTE TRATTHE I{i'!PLE~ENTING I!1)STRUCTION~; ARE CLAS­
SIFIED TOP SEC~ET, HI ORDE!=t TO· AVO ID ANY ERHONEOUS coro­
ClUSIONS ON tHE PART OF ,THE PRESS 19H~ MIGHT BE TEMPTED 
TO TIE THE: SHIFT Bl W.ITH FURTHER REDEPLOYM£f~TS, IT MIGHT 

I 
~E.P~UD.ENT TO HAVE MACCOl PREPARE AN APPR.OPRIATE PRESS 
RELEASE ~10'!1 TO PREVEt~T RUMORS. FURTHER, I BI~LIEVE I 
SHOULn INFORM GENERAL LAM OF OUR PLMJS EARLY. WARM 

. ~EGA$?nS. . , 
- GP-~ 
•• IOTE, DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 

·cJlllt 
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DECLASSIFIED

0 279830Z ZYH ZFF-4
FM Ca III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INFO Cc XXIV CORPS
ZEM
T 0 C R E T MDIS/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE/EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS
INFO LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
HQ FOR US COMMAND ELEMENTS IN ICTZ (U)
A. COMUSMACV 2602252 JAN 70
1. REF A CONTAINS IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE
TRANSFER OF I CORPS AREA RESPONSIBILITIES FROM III MAF
TO XXIV CORPS.
?. PARA 3.0 OF REF A VISUALIZES THAT THE FUNCTION OF CG
III MAF CAN BE PERFORMED IN THE INTERIM AS AN ADDITIONAL
DUTY OF CG 1ST MARDIV. AS I INFORMED CARTER TOWNSEND YESTERDAY,
THIS POSES SEVERAL PROBLEMS. FIRST, INCUMBENT CG 1ST
MARDIV IS THE JUNIOR MARINE MGEN IN III MAF. SECOND, IN
VIEW OF MANY PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH FORTHCOMING REDE-
PLOYMENT OF DIVISION AND WING, CONCURRENT WITH THEIR

RECEIVED
MAINTAINING AN OPERATIONAL POSTURE AS LONG AS POSSIBLE,
I BELIEVE IT PRUDENT NOT TO DOUBLE-HAT EITHER OF THESE

27 JANECOMMANDERS. FROM A PRACTICAL STANDPOINT IT WOULD BE FAR
RETTER IF THE COMMANDER OF III MAF WERE DISTINCT AND ALSO
SERVE AS DEPUTY COMMANDER XXIV CORPS.
3. I HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT CMC INTENDS TO NOMINATE
AN OFFICER JUNIOR TO MEL ZAIS AND OTHER THAN MGEN BOWMAN

TELFOR DUTY AS THREE-STAR COMMANDER OF III MAF . I AM TOLD
THIS POSITION WILL BE MADE KNOWN TO CINCPAC, IF IT HA'S
NOT ALREADY BEEN DONE.
A. RECEIVED MEL ZAIS' COMMENTS TODAY. IN REGARD TO PARA
3.0, HE STATES IT COULD WORK BUT BELIEVES IT MO RE APPRO-
PRIATE FOR THE FUNCTIONS OF CG III MAF TO BE PERFORMED
RY OTHER THAN Cc 1ST MARDIV CONSIDERING THE SIZE OF THE
DIVISION. ADMIN, LOGISTIC AND REDEPLOYMENT DUTIES, AND
THE TACTICAL SITUATION.
5. PLANNING IS UNDERWAY FOR THE TRANSFER OF AREA RE -

SPONSIBILITIES TO XXIV CORPS. PLANNING GROUPS FROM THE
RESPECTIVE STAFFS HAVE BEEN FORMED. MY GUIDANCE TO THE
III MAF STAFF IS THAT PRIMARY CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE
GIVEN TO THE MAINTENANCE OF OPERATIONAL CONTINUITY
THROUGHOUT THE CHANGEOVER.
6. I NOTE THAT THE IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS ARE CLAS-
SIFIED TOP SECRET. IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY ERRONEOUS CON.
CLUSIONS ON THE PART OF THE PRESS 4HO MIGHT BE TEMPTED
TO TIE THE SHIFT IN WITH FURTHER REDEPLOYMENTS, IT MIGHT
RE PRUDENT TO HAVE MACCOI PREPARE AN APPROPRIATE PRESS
RELEASE NOW TO PREVENT RUMORS. FURTHER, I BELIEVE I

SHOULD INFORM GENERAL LAM OF OUR PLANS EARLY. WARM
REGARDS.
GP-

NOTE, DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
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FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BI
UNCLAS/E & T 0 FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

F:
Do BGEN LEE DONG HO, CURRENTLY CG 2D ROKMC BRIGADE, IS
SCHEDULED TO BE RELIEVED ON 83 FEB BY BGEN LEE DONG YONG,
CURRENTLY ADC 1ST ROKMC DIVISION. POHANG.
20 WARM REGARDS
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