DECLASSIFIED

1, (6 11 162 1203500 381 70 ()
TR VADK LT FROK LAGE MICKERSI

NAVY ATRCRAPT SHELTER PROGRAM

1 0510 00 0 ()
FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
(TG CLEARAATER MISSION (0

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

14.v CS III MAF 040330% JAN 797 (S) EYES ONLY jf;”
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

NVA SAPPER ATTACK
)

16.+ CG IIT MAF 050950%Z JAN 70 (U) EYES ONLY Zf-ﬂ“bdnwu
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
INFORMATION ON ALLEGED INCIDENT

-4

17..7CG III MAF 070402%Z JAN 70 (S)
BGEN DULACKI

EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FR
ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 5-6 JAN
“§8+~ CG III MAF 070710z JAN 70 (S)EYES ONLY -+

FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM.LTGEN NICKERS

ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 5-6JAN

PSR T S SETE W CT-CY -V TV TS 7-S S
P LT E RNV OIS P YN VAR S P=E- GRS ot 2-0 =t Ve
PVt TOSE S 1 -
-4

y
20, C6G IIT MAF 090008X JAN 70 (C)
FOR MGEN THRASH, RADM ADAMSON, BGEN PADALINO, LTCOL. W. T.
BALLARD, COL. D. W. BRYAN FROM LTCEN NICKERSON

BLUE RIBK)N DEFENSE PANEL (BRDP) VISIT
-4

21,- CG ITI MAF 100437Z JAN 70 (C) EYES ONLY
FOR LTGEN ZAIS, MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELfR, RADM ADAMSON, BGEN

PADALINO FR(M LTGEN NICKERSON
BLUE RIBBON DEFENSE PANEL VIST - ADDITTONAL' .GUIDANCE '

22, “'CG IIT MAF 101222Z JAN 70EYES ONLY -4
FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

CTF CLEARWATER MISSION

23,v CG III MAF 110245Z JAN 70 (S)
FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LTGE Nnnmxson
SECURITY FOR USAAG AND CORDS COMPOUNDS IN ICTZ (U)

25.7C6 ITI MAF 130820Z JAN 70" .
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
PROJECT 01 COMMUNITY RELATIONS FUNDS REQUEST FRR '
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A-16. €6 TIT MAF 0303342 JAN 70 (T5) (4p-4)
: . EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U)

fH-17.v CG III MAF 0609547 JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (Qf-jy
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING

A- 18,0 CC III MAF 1209562 JAN 70 (18) EYES ONX  (Cp-4)
BICLUSIVE ROR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
111 MAF PROPOSED MAB

A- 19,5 TIT WAF 1401342 JAN 70 (SShco  (6p—)
ECLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NECKERSON
FORCE PLAWING (V)

A-20¢ 00 TIT MAF 140616 JAN 70 (15) I8 0wy (Gp-¥)
FOR GEN ABRAMS INRO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
TRANSITIOML SUPPORT FORCE

A- 11,V/C6 T1T MAF 1509542 JAN 70 (1S) MCBO  (6p-4)
PERSONAL FOR LGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
USHC COMMAND AND CONTROL STRUCTRE IN ICTZ

A- 2,/ C6 TIT MAF 170930Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (07o- 4
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
HOS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN ICTZ

H-ZB./ CC III MAF 1700192 JAN 70 (T5) NCBO (Gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
USNC COMMAND CONTROL STRUCTURE IN ICTZ BORWARDING OF

A. 2,/C6 TIT ¥AF 1902567 JAX 70 (1) Exgs ony ¢ %%
FOR LTGEN ZATS FROM LTEEN NICKERSON
HQS FOR US COMIAND ELIMENT IN 1CTZ - REAZDRESSAL OF THO ALTERNATIVES

4-25.Y'c6 TIT MAF 2110082 AN 70 (15) C -4

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
1II MAF HEADQUARTERS
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= -4) o
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

FORCE PLANNING

8. 2. CG III MAF 220134ZJAN 70 (TS) MCEOQ (gp-+)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON INFO BGEN
PADALINO '
LOGISTIC ROLL-UP FORCE (S)

6. 37 CG ITIMAF 221004%Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY [27—19
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
III MAF HEADQUARTERS

B.4.~ CG ITI MAF 2413062 JAN 70 (TS) (Gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
III MAF HQS COMMAND ARRANGEMENTS

S- S.JCG ITI MAF 260926Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (7:—‘&
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENTS IN ICTZ (U) - CONTINUITY OF
OF COMMAND AND CONTROL

B. 6./ CC III MAF 270830%Z JAN 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (4p-4)
FROM CG III MAF TO COMUSMACV INFO CG XXIV CORPS
HQ US COMMAND ELEMENTS IN ICTZ (U)

G- 1.7 CG III MAF 010550Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (PP-+#)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGNE NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV CITE 1478

8.8.7 CG IIT MAF 020810Z FEB 70 (TS) (Gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING - READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACYV CITE 1517 DTG
0110522 FEB 70 (TS)

B-9.7CG IIT MAF 021256% FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (?f_{)
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DULACKI
FORCE PLANNING (U) - PROGRAM 8 SPACES

A-10,C6 111 MAF 0500112 FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (ZP-19
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING - BOWMAN ASSIGNED AS DEPUTY CG XXIV CORPS

éLll.W/EG ITI MAF 050332%Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (Gp-4)
FOR MAJGEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM’LTGEN NICKERSON
ROK FORCES IN VIETNAM (U)

/

6-12.7 CG III MAF 060130% FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (9p-%/
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

FORCE PLANNING - COMUSMACV APPROVAL OF MGEN BOWMAN ASDCG XXIVCOR!

5_13.~/EG III MAF 061302Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (skvg)
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON ~
FORCE PLANNING - POSSIBILITY OF REDEPLOYING AN ADDITIONAL
100,000 U, S. TROOPS FROM RVN DURING 1970 SUBSEQUENT TO PHASEIIU
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- I OENGY A o '

' = : . == A
¢ @ ¢ © v
R g e 4 - Y

MIEWS AND COMMENTS AN THE _DPASSTIRILITY
! L1080 0040 11 .S _TROOPS _FROM RVN

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN
FORCE PLANNIN - READDRESSAL OF CG III MAF 061302Z FEB 70 &
CG III MAF 070857Z FEB 70

A_ 15.% CG III MAF 071358Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO c7§ é)
KERSON

&_ 16../CG III MAF 111354%Z FEB 70 (TS) (gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM “BGEN DULACKI
FORCE PLANNING - MACV'S REACTION TO USMC PROPOSED 13.2K POST
PHASE IV TROOP LIST

8 17./ cG IITI MAF 120206Z FEB 70 (TS) MCEO Gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - RECOMMENDED CHANGES AND ADDONS TO 8.9K MAB

B-18.Y CG III MAF 190936Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (Gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
III MAF/XXIV CORPS COMMAND RELATIONS

;3_19.“/cc III MAF 190932Z FEB 70 (TS) (Gp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - READDRESSAL OF COMNAVFOR MSG 190140%
FEB 70 RETENTION OF ONE MEB VICE ONE RLST

‘6_20.“/CG III MAF 201352% FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (¢
. EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - 8.9K MAB ADD ON RADIO BN & SSCT

A_ 21.~°Ce ITT MAF 201310Z FEB 70 (TS) (Zp-4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FROM BGEN DULACKI
VISIT OF AMBASSADOR KOREN (U)

B_ 22./CG III MAF 2306562 FEB 70 (TS) MCEO (gp-%
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - INCREASE IN RAD BN

gL.23{/cG IIT MAF 240600Z FEB 70 (TS) EYES ONLY (7p-4)
FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO RADM DILILON FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - PERTINENT COMMENTS RE 9.5K MAB

B- 24, CG III MAF 071058Z MAR 70 (TS) (4r-+4
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING - CONCURRENCE WITH COMUSMACV CITE 2950

B- 25 CG IIT MAF 130856Z MAR 70 (TS) (Gp-4)

EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV 110249Z MAR 70 - SEA TDS INTERFACE
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ce m MAF ‘ 82 JAN m

- Senstire : - 6223562 .mﬂ & "

. =" b coruumT
- ' DATE SUBJECT ’
' I
wour | secrion | cooe T BT /n L

NN S— NAMY K/C SHELTER PROGRAM.
[ =" I )

b6 1l | /% /’ ;’7

=3 <

3

s 1
Ja | X
¥ //

REMARKS

~DC/S

IDCS Pl
EP.CORDY
DSA_ICTZ! -

—si5s € 1775
o o

ad
N~
w
+

OR1Go FEQ
REL, CG

PMO 1.
POSTAL | -
PROTO.}
PSYOPS .k
RDTSE |
REPRO. |
1 SJA
SPL  SERV
_SUPPLY |
~ FORMED!

T e e | NCLAS EFTO

‘;crcj\_'r —— 1 Juse evense munu sucq

" ————
SEE INSTRUCTIONS OM REVERSE

J.!NCI.ASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED

il
|
L1}

LU . e
“ . ‘ d s >

PTTEZYUY RHMHAFAG220 @lZZSﬁ@wEEEEcoRUNUGRD@
ZNY EEEEE
P 6223502 JAN 70 ZFF-1
Fi €@ 111 MAF |
fgg RUMUGKD/ COMNAVFORY
UNCLAS E F T O //N64T60//
FOR VADW ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN NICKERSON.
NAVY AIRCRAFT SHELTER PROGRAM
Ao YR 220738 DEC 69
Bo MY 316384Z DEC 69 |
lo REVIEW OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR ALRCRAFY SHELTERS DISCUSSED REF
a WILL PERMIT CAMCELLATION OF INCREMENI XX WHICH WAS DOME BY REF B AUD
WHICH RELEASES THE EWTIRE $1,280,60% FOR REPROGRANMING.
2, THE BALANCE OF THE PROGRAM (162 SHELTERS) IS STILL REQUIRED,
SOME MINOR SITING REVISIONS WILL BE REQUIRED WHICH WILL CAUSE NO
INCREASE 1N FUNDS, MY STAFF WILL WORK THE DETAILS OUT WITH YOUR BASE
D%UEL@PMEN? OFFICE IN DAMANG. WARM REGARDS.
B
8220

PAGE L QF L PAGES o
- /2
COPY 2 OF _£ COPES i NCLAS EFTO
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);“?y/ L - -

= o ny

A~ 14,Y(G III MAF 2405440 JAN 70 (S) eyes only % A4
FROM GG, III MAF TO CG XXIV CORPS

EXPANSI@N OF FSB BARBARA (S)

A,15.V/2G TT1 MAF 260810 JAN 70 (8) EYES ONLY -
FOR LIGEN ZAIS, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN THRASH, AND
MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN MULLER FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

18T, 1970

A__le.’/bc 1T MAF 2609082 JAN 70 ()
 FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSCH

PACFLT COMRELFUNDS

TRANSPORTATION FOR p——

0. 19,706 TIT YAF 281216 JAN 70 (0]
POR LIGEN BUSE FROM LGEN NICKERSCH
2DROKMC CHANG E OF COMMAND
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u

0 i}
A-1,0706, IIT MAF 1402002 JAN 70 (C) P-4
FROM LTGEN NICKERSON FOR GEN. “ABRAMS
SPFCIAL VCI AFPREHENSION AWARDS PROGRAM ROR TET (')

A- 2,.CC, ITT MAF 140520Z JAN 70 (C) bz}w/
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
MY LAI

A_ 3, LCG III MAF 170150Z JAN 70 (C) EYES ONLY -
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKFRSON
BLUE RIBBON DERENSE PANEL VISIT

A- 4. ~C6 ITI MAF 170510Z JAN 70 (C) EYES ONLY W«Jf
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
_ DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT ICTZ 15 JAN 1970 (V)

4_ 8. CG TII MAF 191150Z JAN 70 (8)  %P-4.
FOR LTGEN ZATS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
REQUEST FOR INCREASED FIRE SUPPORT

A_9, CC III MAF 1914282 JAN 70 (C) EYES ONLY 570_4
FOR MOEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
EXTRACT FROM THE QUANG NGAI DAILY INTSUM - READDRESSAL OF

A-10.-7CG III MAF 200747%Z JAN 70 (S)EYES ONLY G&p-¥
FOR LTGEN ZAIS, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER,
BGEN MULLER FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ENEMY CALIBER .50 ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE

,q_l‘lp/ CG III MAF 2008402 JAN 70 (C) EYES ONLY W~4
FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
AMEMBASSY REPORTING ON MILITARY MATTERS/WMW

A-12.1/CG III MAF 220150Z JAN 70 (U) EYES ONLY (Galy=2—rogics)
FOR BGEN SMITH FROM BGEN DULACKI
R&R PROGRAM

ﬁ-l3.u/6G III MAF 221254Z JAN 70 (U) EYES ONLY
FROM CG III ‘MAF TO COMUSMACV
LTCOL. WHITE'S PRESENTATION
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“@Mﬁm’m ® o

HARINE. AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

ORISIHATOR

IRFORBATION
SIE%ATHRE

l

A - ACTION/COBMITARER :
'C COMMENT/RECOVMEHDATION
$ -

OFERATION (ODE .

FROM

e6 i t“‘.ﬂtf‘
| ‘193@3§42“JAN 7

I wAr FORM 216 (ved)
85 gan 78 -

aouTE SeCTIoN

(oDE

DATE

oot

rial

SORIECT on g, = ‘?m

cG

FORCE PLANNING

o DCG

Cc/S

WMAG: -

0C/S

5CS PLANG]

DIS GSTIOH:

_%PG)RDGT
SA ICTZ

Ol Retain for —— months.

O Destroy after routing.

 Jection Sipature

RTINS YhG Forat g not 5

retained over night exoept as noted |

in Foros Order PS511.4_.

.| The Reacrd of Diselosure -@u

w:{ p.lm.w“m

AS BEEN SENI

\~"7"“/1}~ . Fdlte P/4 A 'f A7 /C; %‘—-

SJA

SPL_SERV

SUPPLY

MED O

StC

TCC .

(USE REVERSE K m mnomsm)

'I'OP Sg(kg
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N

TOP SECRET

v
oo
N o
‘ . © e

PITTZYUY RHMMAFAG244 B038334-TTTT--RUKHFMA.

ZHY TITIT |

P B38334Z JAN 70

Fti CG III WAF |

gg RUHHFMA/ CG FUFPAC

TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGER NSE FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON |

FORCE PLANNING . |
'L<§EE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QUOIE S ‘

P 0210502 a

Fif MG TOWNSEND C/S MACV SAIGON

T0 LGEN NICKERSON CG III MAF DAMANG

INFO LTG MILDREMN DCG USARV LONG BINH -

L;G ZAIS CG XXIV CRPS PH BAI

B

TOPSECRET SENSITIVE MAC 066 EYES WNLY

SUBJECT: FORCE PLANBING (U)
REFs 111 MAF 310724Z DEC 6 WHICH REQUESTED IKFORMATION ON THE

STATUS OF .CAPS IN PLAMNNING FUTURE TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS.
1s THE JCS APPROVED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES THE PHASE IV FORCE
PACKAGE (MARIHE HEAVY OPTICN) OUTLINED AT THE COMMANDERS WIEU

PAGE TWO RHMMAFAD244 T O P S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
ON 27 DECEMBER 1969, THIS OPTION WOULD. RETAIN OXE (1) RLT AT
A STRENGTH OF APPROXIMATELY 7,500 UNTIL THE SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL
LEVEL, IS REACHED. SUPPORT FOR THIS OHE REMAINING RLT WOULD
BE ‘'ENTIRELY BY THE ARMY LOGISTIC SYSTEM. :
2, TO COMPEMSATE FOR THE EVENTUAL LOSS OF -THe CAPS, AN INCREASE
OF 30 ADDITIONAL MOBILE ADVISORY TEAWS (MATS) 15 CONTEMPLATED FOR
I CTZ. WHEN THESE ADDITIONAL MATS ARE’ vePLOYED ABOUT JUNE-JULY 1976,
THE NUMBER OF MATS IN I CIZ WILL TOTAL 80. ‘
3, THE CONCEPT OF EMPLOYMENT OF MATS DIFFERS FROM THAT OF THE
CAPS, IN THAT MATS DO NOT JOIN THE TERRITORIAL FORCE UNIT
PERMANENTLY AS IS THE CASE WITH CAPS., THEREFORE, THE CONTINUED
UTILIZATION OF CAPS BY THE REMAINING RLT APPEARS APPROPRIATE
WHERE REQUIRED AND WITHIN THE SUPPORT CAPABILITY OF .THE RLT.
4, THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS ARE KEYED 10 THE QUESTIONS POSED
1§ PARAGRAPH 3 OF REFERENCE MESSAGE. . _ )

A. A DECISION TO REDEPLOY ALL OR PART OF THE CAPS WITH
USMC FORCES REDEPLOYING DURING PHASE IV WiLL BE BASED ON YOUR
RECOMMENDATIONS (PARAGRAPH 5, oelOWLM THE CAPS HOT APPROVED
FOR RETENTIOH SHOULD BE SCHEDULED TO REucPLOY AS PART OF THE

USMC FORCES DURIHWG PHASE IV. -

PAGE L_OF2_PAGES
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TOP SECRET

'I'r '. - 1‘ii "B oo " ::

N\

ANERR R T .

" PAGE THREE RUMMAFAG244 T O P S E € R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
B, ANY CAPS APPROVED FOR RETENTION AFTER PHASE IV WILL B
ADDITIVE TO THE APPROXIMATELY 7,500 SPACES REQUIRED FOR THE

REMAIRING RLT.

" Ce IT 15.INTENDED THAT MATS WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY

"FOR THOSE TRAINING AND ADVISORY FUNCTIONS REQUIRED BY TERRITORIAL
- FORCES IB 1 CTZ WHEN CAPS ARE REDEPLOYED. OTHER FUNCTIONS NOW -
gggggﬁgsb BY CAPS WILL MAVE TO BE ELIﬁINAIED AS U FORCES

5. REQUEST YOUR ASSESSWENT OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR CAPSj THE
CAPABILITY OF THE REMAINING RLT T0 SUPPORT CAPS AFTER PHASE IVj
AND THE RUMBER OF CAPS RECOMMENWDED TO BE RETAINED AFIER PHASE 1V.

GPe4
UNQUOTE s
GP-4

BT

2244
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COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION
INFORMATION
SIGNATURE

* MAHINE Mmmﬁus roﬂf

CONFIDENTIAI.

Ll MAr_FORM 5216 (REv 8-69)
D .
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CG Il MAF
SERTAL NO/CONTROL DATE
84015062 JAN T&

ATE -
@4 JAN 70

COPY_NO. = OF é comes neco)

ROUTE

 SECTION

oot

DATE

INITIAL
out ,

cG

DCG

SUBJECT

*FOR®

c/s 1T

CB-—\

DC/S

IDCS PLANS

IDEP CORDS

IpsA 1CTZ]-

Gz

i

e
REMARKS

J

“ﬁamzm -

| O Destroy after reuting.

D Retain for _____ memths. |

Signeture 1

Mu

+ - ]

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

Cig

COMmP

~_DENT_

ENGR

FOODS

FSEO

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO.
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PSYOPS

RDTSE

REPRO

SJA

TSPL_SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O]

StC

TCC

T M
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‘ON‘FI‘D‘ENTIAI. ® ' PN o 2 ®

OTTCZYUY RMMNMAFABS42 B840 156-CCCC-=RUNLBPA.
ZNY CCCCL
0 BABRSOZ JAR 79
F¥ €6 III MAF
T% RUWMLBPA/EG XXIV CORPS
B
CONFIDENT I AL /UBS532B//
FOR LTGEWN Z&X1S FRON LTGER NICKERS G
CTG CLEARWATER MISSK @} (U
Ao COMNAVFORY 312331Z DEC &9
fo ¢G> REF A OUTLIRED CURRENT CTF CLEARWATER MISSHION AND
REQUESTED COMMENTS ON PROPOSED MISSEON AS REDEFIRBED,
2, (€Y REGUEST YOUR COMMENYS ON THE CLOSING OF THE CUB
VEET RIVER AS A WATER LOC AND COMBINIAG OF €6 ELEVEH
‘AlD RESIDUAL CLEARWATER FACILITIES AWND FORCES AS PROPOGSED
PARA 4 REF,
GPo4
BY
8342
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]

DCG

& Pross
//}”(;

"»WlAL
477

NVA SAPPER ATTAOR‘

c/S

)
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0¢/S

DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS

DISPOSITON

DSA ICTZ

$/S

/4

(0 RETAIN FOR___MONTHS

G-I

1

3
N
~N

G-2

[ DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

G-3

O RETURN FOR PERMANENT

G-4

RETENTION

G-5

G-6

SECTION SIGNATURE

ADJ

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP
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DENT

ENGR

FOODS

FSEO
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INSP

MTO

NJA
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A - 3 _
o | ) L) oo

1

ﬂﬁﬁhﬁcv

SEC R.D T EYES NLf _

FOR MGTN TOWNSEND FROM LTGTH NICKIR30Y

NVa SAPPER ATTACK

1. THE FOLLOWING ¥ESSAGT 1S QUOTED

FOR YOUR IUFORWATION:

C 2311592 ,

FI 46 2ANMSCTY CG aMCAL DIV CHL RV

TCO LTGC NICKERSON 25 III MAF DAMANG RVUY

ZEH

3T CR T ACD 712 TYZS ONLY - , . ;

ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED ap SPCT REPORT ON THE NVA SAPPIR

ATTACK AGAINST COMPANY ©, 4/3 INFANTRY, O¥ HILL 285 LA3T NIGH, 1 WOULD

LIKL TO GIVE YOU A FULL RUN-COWY ON THE A“TIO@. j
|

OWPANY E /4/3 INFANTRY HAD DZEN COMZAT ASSAULTED ONTO HILL 235
(uD G2@ 255) DUAING THE MORNIHG OF 2 JAMUARY 79 TC SECURE THE HILL
S0 THAT IT COULD BE USED AS A FIRE 3yrPORT DASZ FOR A COMDINED EULTI-
SATTALION OPCRATION WITH UNITS OF THE 1ITH INF 3D AND ATH ARVE ZGT
IN THE MOUNTAINOUS AREA WIST. OF FS3 DEEEIE. THE COMPANY IMﬂhDIAT LY
ORGANIZED 1TS DEFENSES, CONSISTING OF THREE-MAN STANDING FIGHTIMC
POSITIOW: WwITH SAND BAGS AND EARTH EBERWMS, AND BY DARK HAD CONPLETED
. IT5 PREPARATIONS, TO INCLUDE CLAYMORES IN FRONT OF EZACH POSITION
AND TRIP FLARZS. ADVEDRSE WEZATHER CONDITIONS HAD PREVENTED RCZUPPLY
HLLICOPTERS FRON SRINGING. ADDITIONAL CEFEZNSIVE MATERIEL JUC4 AS SEN30RS,
SANDEAGS , 'TRIP FLARLS AQD MORTAR AIMMUNITION. THE COWMPANY 'S FIEZLD
 STREMGHT WAS 1€ OFFICER3 AND 1u0, INCLUBING C10if HORTAR SECTION WITH
3 TUBES. THE WEATHER uUnI”" THE ENTIRE NIGHT WAS A MIXTURE OF RAIN,
CFOG AND DRISK WINDS. VISICILITY WAS VERY LIMITED. AT 2345HRS, NITHOUT
WARNING, THE COMPANY RECEIVED A HEAVY AND CONTINUOUS VCLUME
OF &2k MORTAR, APG, GRENADE AND SMaALL ARMS FIRE..THE MORTAR FIRE
CAME FROM A RIDGE TO THE HORTH OF HILL 285. THE GROUND ATTAC BY AN
ESTIMATZD REINFORCED MVA SAPPER COMPANY OF YP Yuu AU FROM THE
NORTH AND NORTHWZIST. THE ZNEMY HAD OVED BY TEALTH IN THREE PLATOON-
SIZED ELEMENS UP THE BRUSH-COVERED DRAWS ON THE WEST SIDE OF HILL
285, HAD SILETLY CUT THE CAYMORE WIRES AND THEN OPENED FIRE WITH
pK-50'S, B-49 ROCKETS,AND CHICOM HAND GRENADES. THETWO SOUTHERKMOST
- ATTACKING GhOUPD, INCLUDING THE NVa COMPANY COMMNDER AND HIS THREE -
MAN COMMAND GRCUPN WERE CUT DOWN 2Y HEAVY VOLUMEOF AYPV -18, '
ﬂD M-79 FIRE LAD DOWNEY COMANY B. NE SAPPER SUGCCEEZDED W LOBEIJG | .
" ANTO ORE FIBTING POSITION, KILLING ONE AND WOHNDIHG~§@QQ
’ M ERV POSLITION. TH&*KQf'
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TR T -
ON SuCoFEDER IR KWCKING QUL
) WITH B-49°5 aND QREMADES. SIX
PERIMETER TUARD TH TOP-O-ENE. ML, ERGAG LNG ;
ARTILLERY FOWARD D:S:RVL? AS HE OVED AGAINST !
A SCOMPAN PLATOY LEADR AND IS RTO ELIMINTED THS NVA FORCE.
FOLLOWING THE HEAVY TVLTIAL FENEMY COETACT THE TNEMY STURBORNLY CON=-
TINUED THE CROUND ATTACK ON THE WEST SIDE-OF THE Ph?IMETER, ENGAGING
THE D"F NDIV POSITIONS WITH SHMALL ARMS A D HAND GRENADES UNTI
- HOURS ¢ [ LARGE SAPPER WITH A BANDAGED HEAD AND TOUREIGUET. Qf
LEG on (ILL"D 0N THE NORTAZAST IDGZ OF THT PERIMETEZR.AS HE ATTEMPTED - ¢
TO EXIT aT THAT HOUR. THYROUGHOUT THE FOUR HOUR ACTICN THE ENENMY -
ATTEMPTED TO RECOVER HIS DEZAD AND wAS CUT DOWN BY CUNS&IPQ, ARTILLERY

AND MORTAR FIRE . A SWYEEP OF THE A?EA AT FIRST DAYLIGHMT REVEALED

- NUMERCUS DRAG MARKS WHERE BODIES HAD BEN PULLED DOWN THE

WOODED" SLOPES.. -

- THE RESULTS OF THE ACTION WERF 25 NVA KILLED,. FHELUDING THE COMPANY
UQVHAMD_R AND AT LEAST ONG PLqTooN LEADER, AND Iﬁ;erLLOWIN ) _ _

MATERIEL TAPIUORED 715 AK- 3&,'r0L41gu 5100 K RIFLES s 1 RPG=-Z2 WITH 2 . .~

B-47 ROCKETS 3 L M=158 RIFLT; 7J-75 CHICON GRENADIS, MOST OF WHICH

- WERE HE SMALL PINEAPPLE TYPEg 1 OMM PIZTOLj; 1| COMPLETE MELICAL KIT
AND 13 FULL AK NMAGAZINES. F?ILNDLY LOSSES WERE 7 KILLV“ AND 11

WOUMNDED EVAC, ' S B

1 ESTIMATE THAT EZNEMY LOSSES. MAY ! AVF STEN AS HIGH A3 43-52

KILLED . ' ' '

IT I5 SIGNIFICANT THAT THIS WAS A - FIRST CLASS MV yiIT, WHICH REACTED
‘ INVEDIAT*LY TO CQUR PRESTNCT IN THI ALZA. ZVCRY NVA COZY WAS ZRESSED

- IN REW KHAKI JACKET AlND- 4O“Tb, SILK SCARF AND LIATHER BELT WITH
GRL}ADE AND FIRST AID DOUCH S. AVERAGT AGI APPEARID TO EE 12 CR 19.

. ALL WZ’" STAOUG AND WELL-FED. A DOCUMENT FOUul O C¥= PLATOOY LEADER
INDICATES THAT THIS UMAY HAVE EEEN A SAPPER CATTALION SUPPOURTING

THE 22ND VA RTAT. THZ 472M5 £V HAS RUCENTLY BEEN REPORTID 13d

CTHIS AREA, WITH THE MISSION OF ATTACKING ALLIZD UNITS PRIGR
TO TET. THIS I5 THE THIRD ATTACK OF CO‘PA 1Y 0R LARGER ZTRINGTH
AGAINST AMERICAL AND 2D ARVM CIVISION UMITS WITAI‘ THZ PAST
WEEK. THD SAPPTZ ATTACK ACAINST THE MISHT DEFENSIVE
PCQITIC“ OF CO A, 2/1 INE OW 31 DICIZMIELD WAS :S&IﬁAT:D IC 52 OF
o COMPALY STREHZTH AMD yAS EXTCUTTS
. A5 A GROUND ACTION WITHOUT USE OF SUPPORTING MCRTAT FIRT. I THIS 5
CASE THE US COMPANY VOFIAVDER WAS NCT ALZRT AMD DID NCT CUNPLY WITH -
INSTRUCTIONS. =~ MOVIMENT HAD SETN 37°0RTED EARLIER IN THE EVENING =
- AND HLE DID HNOT FOLLOW THROUGH ON THIZ REPOR T NOR DID HE REPORT THE
- LNCIDUNT 1O HIS BN. AT THE TINE OF THE ATTACK APPROXINATELY 53
PIn r“““T CF HIS MEYWERT AZOVE CROUND SLEEPING OF WATCHING, ZyT 20T
: . HE _HAD SELCIFIC THSTRUCTIONS THAT‘ALL“FEN WOULD
» ] ; £ :

: 24
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" THE ATTACK Y 48TH LOCAL FORCE GN TLZRENTS AGATHST THL 4TH i, STH -
“ARUN REGT 0N 32 DECEIMBER WAS PRINCIPALLY A STAMD-CFF ATTACK WITH #&:.

~@TTE“FT TC A SAULT THE 2TFTHSIVE PERAINITIAN. ,

1 RaVE Ha> L NICANIER “”ﬂ:fAL_TQ'ALD:O‘ WORKIGG AL CAY WITH COUVAN
-A%D XEY ISTATF urALC_\o COMCTNTT I A ATTZNPT TC CONL UP -WITH LG
LEAR”VHK""”Aﬁ“T" TUE3T 2 ATTACKS. THT BCS3T SICMIFICANT POINT 13
BLL ATTACKS WIRT W TLL~PLATTTD,‘WZLL“CGO“QIVATHD AMD WELL-ZXCCUTLD , -
WHICH MEAMT TO 17T THAT WD CAL EXPECT OR" SUCH ATTACKS. ACCS.DILGL
I HAVE AﬁVISZD Y COFEANDZNZ OF TATH CT THUTSE ACTICNS AND HAVE 1=
STRUCTED TYTH TO TAKT TVERY PRTCAUTICY POACTICATLT TO R2RCVENT SAPPER
ATTA KS
t.au "'4 -

SS0 ¥CTT @ DILIVER IMNMUTIATTLY
a9 .
[ g F e

-
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DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

ALED Dﬂmﬂftﬁ{“ﬁmmtﬁmﬂ i

X- , .
:- ACTION/COGNIZANCE C6 111 MAF
' -

(5 JAN 73

COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERI A
INFORMATION ‘

$ - SIGNATURE , b gscoB0z UAN 10 coPY Q.‘ > 0o 4 coru;;_'m,lH

. DATE SUBJECT C ) )
ROUTE |  SECTION - " IMTIAL UNGLAS EFTO/EYES ONLY
cG_

DCG %/ /: , INFORFAT 10N OMN ALLEGED INCIDENT .
_C/S. | ';;& '% REMARKS

DC/$ ’
IDCS PLANS{
EP.COR , A
DSA_ICT - _

§/S y/4x220 (2%
. G-1 ' n L

HRM £
q

1 ComP |

PMO 1.
POSTAL |
PROTO. | -
PSYQPS |
RDTSE | -
REPRO_|
] . SJA

JSPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED.O]
_SiC_~
ICC.- .1 =

T MAJ] V — "} (use revense ron AooiTIONAL i) ‘ /6

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE ' 1A~ ACCIEIEN
DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

] Evs

PO Z5095@Z ZFF=1 ZFF=4
FM' CG III MAF

. TO COMUSMACV o o

ZENM

UNCLAS E F T O /EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN -
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INFORMATION ON ALLEGED INCIDENT

A. COMUSMACV MSG CITE MAC 865 EYES ONLY DTG 0219492

JAN 70

l. NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THIS HQS TO SUBSTANTIATE
ALLEGATION REFERRED TO IN REF A. NONE OF THREE SITES
CONTAINED IN REF A WERE IN AO OF NAMED OPERATIONS ON

13 JAN 1969,

2. SITE AT BS 780830 IS ONE KM NORTH OF THE NORTHERN
BOUNDARY OF OPERATION RUSSELL BEACH WHICH BEGAN ON 13
JAN 1969, SITE -I5 ON THE FAR SIDE OF MOUTH OF BA .TO
RIVER; NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE RUSSELL BEACH UNITS
OPERATED OUTSIDE OF ASSIGNED AREA . RUSSELL BEACH
CASUALTY FIGURES FOR 13 JAN 1969 SHOWED FOUR ENEMY KIA.
TOTAL ENEMY KILLS FOR JANUARY 1969 IN RUSSELL BEACH
WERE 87.
3. SITE AT BS 576357 IS 32 KM FROM COAST NEAR BA TO
CIDG CAMP. OGN 13 JAN 1969 NEAREST OPERATION WAS VERNON
LAKE II1. NEAREST VERNON LAKE II BOUNDARY WAS APPROX 20
KM FROM SITE. OPERATION VERNON LAKE II REPORTED ONE
5§EMY KIA ON 13 JAN 1565 AND 121 KILLED FOR ENTIRE
NTH.
4. SITE AT YD 458595 1S ON COAST TEN KM EAST OF QUANG

~TRI CITY. THERE WERE NO NAMED OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA

ON 13 JAN 1969.

5, BA LONG VALLEY IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE HAS BEEN SCENE
OF SEVERAL OPERATIONS, HOWEVER THE CLOSEST OPERATION TO
THIS AREA ON 13 JAN 1969 WAS KENTUCKY . NEAREST BOUNDARY
OF OPERATION KENTUCKY TO BA LONG VALLEY WAS 12 KM,
OPERATION KENTUCKY RECORDS SHOWS NO ENEMY KIA REPORTED
ON [3 JAN 1965 AND 42 REPORTED FOR ENTIRE MONTH.

. WARM REGARDS.
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T OPSECRE I/LIMDIS/SPECAI Excws.:vamss ONLY/FOR’ LIGEN wss FROM
~ LTGEH NICKERSON: DELIVER nunzns NORKING HGURS sscrxom v oF ? Lot

"FORCE PLANNIHG o '
Ao CG- FNFPAC.: 512121z DEC 65 cES/LDaSPEcar/mcgos :

" MENDATIONS REGARDING PROPOSED COMPOSET.ION.OF 1@.8K MAB.
. 25 MAB STRUCTURE: BASED ON FOLLOWING-ASSUMPTIONS:.

.'Nﬂﬁ PROVINCE ﬂﬂUIOR IN AREAS WHERE SURFACE LOC®S, ARE " AVAILQBLEo

:,AND MARBLE -MOUNTAIN, .
' 11ouAL ‘CONTROL OF: 4, UoSo ARNY COKPS. HEADQUARTERS AND THEADNINISTRA= " .

PAGE rwo RHMMAFA@644 .0 s e ‘CRE f/LlMplS/sprcAT EXCLUSIVE FOR -
 YILL- NOT REQUIRE EXTENSIVE. IMPROVEMENT. -

- OF YNITS ORGANIC 0 THE MWAB WILL BE. PROVIDED BY ARMY FORCES. -

ONE YEAR (]
" RESPONSE: T0 -REQUISLTIONS SUBSITTED BY MAB. UNITS. THE LSG WILL MAINe giﬂ

| UTILIZING :30 FSR AS A BACK UP WITH RAPID REPALR PROGRAM. A WINIMUM
. 'SECONDARY -REPARABLE FLOAT FACILITY, :*
OTHER . DESIGNATED. ACTIVITY, |

SIS IS S S ST ST ST S S S S S A S S S

TOP SECRET o

OTTTZYUU RHMMAFA@Gdd @BG%S54°TTTT°°RUHHFMA0

BT
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1o ‘THIS MESSAGE RESPONDS:[0:REF’ WHICH REQUESTED COMME NTS/RECOMml.

Ao THE MAB WILL.BE ENPLOYED PRIMARILY. EN' THE LQNLANDS 0? QUANG
SUSTATNED OPERATI(NS SUPFOHTED EXCLUSIVELY BY HELICOPTER ARE NOT

“Bo AN ANPHIBIOUS SURFACE ASSAULT CﬂPﬂBILETY IS WoT. REQUIRED. cL
" Co.AIR OPERATIONS WILL BE CONDUﬁTED FROM BOTH DﬂMANG AIRFIELD o

Do. THE MAB WILL BE"AN.INDEPENDENT UNISERVKCE UBIT UNDER THE OPERAB"

TIVE CONTROL OF CG, FMFPAC. ..
E. HEADQUARTERS AND BASE AREA FachszEs WILL BE AVAILABLE AWD -

Fo" COMUUNICAT ION, 'SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS EEYOND THE CAPABILITIES ;-,‘
", Ge DURATION oF: EMPLOYMENI OF. THE MAB IN VIETNAW wTLL BE AuOUT :
He: SUPPL?:SUPPORT HILL BE PROVIDED BY THE 3D FSR IN OKINANA IN
IA%?V?%QIMUN .STOCKS 'FOR.BACK UP. OF SKOP STORES AT THE- NAINTENAMCE
AC ] : ’ )
. -1a DELIVERY OF ALL CLASSES OF SUPPLY WILL BE MADE BY THE LSG ON :
SURFACE LOC®S QN A PERIODIC BASIS, IO ORGANIC ACCOUNTS 1N THE DANA%G
,TAOR. -ONLY - EMERGENCY AIR DELIVERY TO 3E PROVIDED,
. Je MAINTENANCE ‘AT THE LSG WILL BE LINITED TO 23D ECHELON.
MAINTENA NGE - FLOAT WILL BE ON HAND AND AVAILABLE ALONG WITH A SWALL

Ks BASE FACILITY SUPPORT WILL BE RRdﬂIDED BY PURLIC WORKS, oR

PAGE_/ OF 4 PAGES
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' PAGE. THREE: KAIMAFAGEA4 T O PSECR B T/LIMDIS/SPEEAT EXCLUSIVE FGR
L. .SUPPORT FROM EITHER ARMY OR NAVY WILL BE OBTAINED WHERE . - .
POSSIBLE FOR SUCH SERVICES AS BAKERY, ICE, TKASH COLLECTION, PROe . =~
CUREWMENT  AND CONTRACTING, POST EXCHANGE, SPECIAL SERVICES, FIRE °

' PROTECTI ON, ‘BRIG OPERATIONS, AMD MEDEéAL AND DEWTAL SERVICES,
3. MARINE AWPHIBIOUS BRIGADE: S
*Ad- COMMAND ELEMENT: '

CU'MAB.He & W@ CO . - - 388 l I o
- DET'RAD BH, - f; :

- IST.CL TH, FUF . | AT
© " 9TH IT. T, FWF . e 1)
1ST INTERP T4~ L 'S“ e 6
-2D.5SCT .. 9
A =CONN SPT co (REIN)g 5TH cOMM BN@ FNF255
C . TOTAL . 814
© Be GROUND ELEMLHTS' - o juf
’E!ST MARINE. REGIMENT L e 8,797
- 15T BN (REIN)g lﬂTH MRR . ; . 142 -
" DS ARTY BN . - T &Y 1)

- DET HQ BTRY, LITH MAR e 72)

PﬁGE FOUR RHHMAFAEGAA I 0PSE c RE TILIMDIS/SPECQT EXCLUS&VE FOR
= &/ BIRY. CREINYy. 4TH BN, LITH WAR 128 -

";xsT 8" HOW BIAY- (SP), FOF - -~ . 226
. FISY 175MM GUN.BIKY, ‘PWF - - Q71
" €O CREXW), 18T ENGR BN, . .. . =—.~ 238
t ;co A ¢(REIN), 1ST RECON Bu -..L; 142
*. .DETy. 1SY Foncz chau Coy - FPUF -a;¢.5m~,.4
.. “h COy 1ST MI:BN ° B
A Co <REzu>, 157 tAﬁK-Bﬂ, FNF 129 .
.‘.'.' X TOT“— ) v e ., 5'689
“c,rAVIATIO& ELE%ENT: e T
L HAG=E .;gq I T RN PV Y |
© - HeMSe1l- LT 32T
UM . I S e R -7} )
TLVMACAY) - ama LR 169y
. " DET ViQe2" (4/0Vo|o) L, 453)
© U MABSel L L e R U1 1) I
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/o PAGE num RHWHAFA@SM T P SECH E'E/LEMDIS!SVECZM Excwszus FOR o \
,/(, . HMM e XWALC . - D T . 2D | LN
/. HMboe IMb - - e (299 - oo N\
; N
/.

-DET HNH-&JG& mﬂmess) N &1 0 B T S
- HABSe16 - ¢ S 7.1 1) TR t I T e
MAtcU-68.5F o .= oqey . L = S\
HMe263 -t M
 HiL=167 ﬂz/uuans, g/aneny - o teemy HEEEN
" HASS=3- (=), , 68 \
CBASC e T AT T IR
CASRT @@ 7 SR ¢ -2 I AN
' CoigoRaL i 2,887 N
ua CONBAT SERVECES. .. S
. DEY,. 15T SVEC.BN - .- S 1 B AN
DET, . §ST PSR U see \
“ PLT, €O B, 7TH ENGR' BY, mr S 3g
"SHORE PARTY CO,- IST SP BN. . ... &7 AN
. €OL- & CLEAR €O, 1ST MED BY - . g5 \
b co, 1ST WP B, - FUF IR T
| S TOTAL . ot 1,483 .
. GRAND’ rom. . 1pg 784 N
" PAGE 8IX. RHMMAFADGA4 T 0 P.S E © R-E.I/LINDIS/SPECKT EXCLUSIVE FOR .\
" &, uNITS STREAGTHS ARE M SERIES 1/0.0R FUNCTIONAL T/0 ELOCKS I8 ~ = \
.CASE OF DETACHVEMTS, HQ CO IS 1/0 Me2l17s NAB HEADQUARTERS 15 SN
STH MAB 1/0 12116, LESS SLF CONPORENES, WITi FOLLOWIHG ADDITIONAL - TN
8 RPAERToLoTioNs 61 SPACES FOR. AUARDS, CASUALTY REPORTING, - §

/ cmazza "ADVIS (RY,  CLUES AND EXCHANGES, : D h
/By G2 SECTI O3 15 SPACES FOR OPERATI ONAL INTELLIGEHCE,: PHETO . -
'IMAGERYQ GROUND SURVEILLANCE, SPECI&L IMTELLIGENCE AND €1 UNITS& '
/7 C. @8, Gu4 AUD: Ge3 SECTIONS3 3 SPACES EACH FOR A TOTAL (F '9e ' =)
e 5. THE GROUND ELEMEWT OF TME-MAB HAS BELY DESIGNED TO.MEET SPECEAL ..
 REQUIRENENES FOR OPERATISG. 1M VIETNAM. THE RLT IWCLUDES A L75MN -
/" GUN BATTERY.AND THE HEADQUARTERS BATTERY.OF THE D/S AKTILLERY -
'/ BATTALION WAS BEEN. REINFORCED TO wcs.umz NMETRQ, SURVEY, CMR, : -
CHRONGGRAPH, AND 10D CAPABILITIES, A.TOTAL OF 45 SPACES HAVE BEEN
/- ADDED T0 THE BATIERYa: THE ENGINEER. ELEVENT OF THE RLT IS HEAVILY *°
v amaroncr,n 'BUTENGINEER COMPANY CONFALNED. IN THE LSG PROPOSED BY. . .
REF A HAS ‘BGEM REDUCED ‘TO-A PLATODN .IN ODK SUBIISSION, - o
,// 6. THE PROPOSED AUIATIOH PACRAGE CONTAINS TWO. GROUPS, ORE FIXED R
"/ - uise_awD ONE HELICOPTER. THIS ORGANIZATION IS CONSIDERED WECESSARY :
7 DUE 10 THE asaumznaur 10 OPERATE smu‘r DIFFERENT TYPES OF Ammn

'B'f-.... S
esu ~ S o
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. - FROM LTGEW BICKERSON DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS SECTJION.2.0F.3 -~ °
| FROM Tw0:DIFFERENT ALRFIELDS, THE FIXED wING PACKAGE IS ADEQU@TE
. 70 SUPPORT THE REMAINING GROUND UNITS. AND 15 BASED ON THE EASE @ ;
7 MAIUTENANCE-OF ‘THE A4E-AWD-THE- POWER FLANT: COMPATIBILITY 'OF THE.
A4 AND AS, THE KELICOPEER PACKAGE PROVIDES FOR THE ASSAULT SUPP@RT‘
'/ OF ‘THE GROUND PACKAGE,AND COVERS THE-ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF FUNCTIONS f
. PERFORWED 'BY WELIGCOPTERS., THE RETERTION: (F THE AM-=iG PROVIDES 4

- SECURITY FORCES  OR SERVICES "SUCH. AS @LUES; PX°S, ETCo THE . PR@P@SED
STRUCTURE"OF THE HELZECOPTER GROUP IS -EASED G¥ THE ASSUMPTION THAT 'L

EXTERNAL SECURITY OR- AIRFIELD 'SERVICES.,
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o AMD AUGHENTED BY. T%@SE FORCE SERVICE REGIMENT ~RGANIZATIONS- REQUBRED '
. 70 ACCOMPLISH THE “IWSCOURTRY MESSEON@ ‘THE® SUPPLY COMPANY IN SERVICE
- BATTALIORN HAS BEEN NEDUCED,; RECOGNIZING TME UTILIZATION OF THE Sﬁ@GK

" WAVE BEEW REDUCED. 1) RECOGRIT IOV OF THE EXISTENCE O OTHER : E%a=,s

 “COUNTRY SERVICE. SUPPOKT BF RATLONS, SUEL AND .AMMUNITION.:

T UNITS, ARE VERY FENTATIVE QD" ﬁRE DEPEHDENT 0N .OTHER: ovgolne -
| 'PLAN%%NGO el ) | | - ‘_,,5'

RLTE T RATE MESSARRZT - .
BT REC@MMEND TH@%QWQB @@%@@xwzm Eﬂ P&R@ 3 BE USED F@R PL&NM&N@

'ﬁ?ﬁpgﬁﬁﬁ REG@RDSo.j;i  :“~- A

. BPeg
'. 6646 5

f11 RaP 2100/8 . COPV:.::&OF@A&COPIES T © p E @ R E TT

1

O
////

BT R '
1.0 P8: E C R E TiLIMDIS/SP@Cﬂ@ EKCLU@EUE/EYES CNLY/FOR LIGEN EUSE

HIGH ORDER OF FIRE. POWER IN SUPPORT OF GROUND UHITS. THE PROPOSED
STRUCTURE -OF. THE' FIXED, WiNG GROUP DOES. NOT. PROVEDE FOR EXTERNAL. -

1T WILL BE 4 TENANT ACTIVITY ‘AT MHAF AND: NOT RLQUERED 10 PBOVIDE
To. THE PROVISI ONAL LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP HAS BEL N D&VELQPED ﬁROUND

3

ACCOUNT- I8 THE 3D FSR. AS: A- SOURCE-OF SUPPLY SUPPORT, AND BO MAJOR. -
STOCK ACCOUNT FUNCTION XS CONTEMPLATED. FURTHER, OTHER STRENGTHS .

8 THE UNIT DESIGNAT IONS, -PARTLCULARLY I8 THE CASE & THE RST mﬁRDl@

/////////////i////////////////////

\

..

HAGE_ééﬂlr_ZPA

////

SIS S S S ST S S S Rl

DECLASSIFIED




SECRET

@EADQUARGRS @
Il MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

DECLASSIFIED

il MAF FORM 52i6 (REV 8-69)
———

X- ORIGINATOR

| - INFORMATION
S- SIGNATURE

OPERATION COOE -

A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION

FROM

’ DATE .
CG 141 NAF 87 JAN 78

SERIAL NQ/CONT, ATE '
FTA4ET AN T8 copyno / oF 3 copies RECD

ROUTE} SECTION

DATE

COoDE IN ouTt

INITIAL

‘€6

DCG

SUBJECT
SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

c/S

v

DC/S

IDCSPLANS

DEP CORDS

DSA ICTZ

S/

G-I

N

G-2

G-3

G-a

G-5

G-6

ADJ

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

ci8

COMP

DENT

ENGR

FOODS

FSEO

HQ CMOT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL

PROTO

PSYOPS

RDT8E

REPRO

SJA

SPL SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O

s&ac

TCC

SGT MAJ

REMARK

DISPOSITON

(0 RETAIN FOR.___MONTHS
[J DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

O RETURN FOR PERMANENT
RETENTION

SECTION SIGNATURE

EXCLUSIVE

CIAS BEEN

e e

NI/

=

=

J

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERYSE

SECRET@

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

K .
. . ‘ . h
Loy I - g . , - - TR

-

Rcre

%%%SZYUH RHMVAFA@GS& @@7@4@208558903UHHFMAm

06764822
F €6 LIL MAF -

10 RUKHFMA/C FMYP&@ ..

BT * - '
'S E CR:E T/SPECAT. EXCLUSEVE FOR BGEW WILSON FROM BGED DULAK
ACTI O AT: FSB.ROSS ON 5=6 JAN (DELIVEK DURING WORKING HOURS) .

lo DETATLED. REPGRT OB ‘THE ACTIONS AT 'FSB ROSS: CM THE HIGHT. OF

5-6 JAN HAVE BEEWFORWARDED VIA COC CHAMNELS. THE FOLLOWING
ADDITIOWAL - REPORT HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM MAJGEW WHEELER, QU GIE -
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_ BYT VISIBILITY WAS.RESTRICTED DUE. TQ HEATHEK, I CONSIDER THIS
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L£TION aT FSB ROSS QN 5-6JAN

le DETAILED REPORT ON THE ACTIONS.AT FSB ROSS ON THE
NIGHT OF 5-6JAN HAVE BrEN FORWARDED VIA COC CHANNELS.
T™HE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL REZEPORT HAS BAEN RECEIVED FROM
MAJGEN WHEELER,

QUOT E

le IN FUHTHERANCL OF MY INIT IAL REPORT CONCERNING THE
ACTION AT FSB ROSS ON 6JANT@, AND IN ANSWER TO YOUR
QUEST IONS, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS SUBMITTED 3

4. THERE WEW TWOo LPS AND ONE PATROL CONDUCITED BY 1/7
PERSONNEL DURING THz NIGHT OF 5-6JAN. THE PATROL OF
REINFORCED SQUAD SIZi PATROLLED AROUND THE FS3 AT A

DI ST ANCE OF ABOUT 588 METEZRS BUT RETURNED EARLY EVENING
OF 5JAN. THE TWQ LPS WERZ PLACES OUTSIDE THE PERIMETER
ABOUT 5 @ METERS, ONZ TO THx NORTH AND ONE TO THE EAST,
A5 AN AUGMENTATION TO THIS SECURITY, THZ PF UNITS
WORKING OUT OF DISTRICT HDQITS AND IN ROUT INE COORDINA-
TION WITH 1I/7 HAD 6 AMBUSHES OUT TO THE WEST, EAST, AND
SOUT HEAST OF FS3 ROSS. A NOD AND STARLIGHT SCOPES WERE
IN USE FROM INSIDE THE PERIMETER BUT VISIBILITY WAS
QESTRICTED DUE TO WEATHER. I CONSIDER THIS INSUFFICIEWNT
SECURITY FOR A BASE OF THIS SIZE AND UNWARRANTED RELIANCE
NN EXTERNAL FORCES NOI UNDER 1/7 CONTROL. .

B CHANGES IN COMMAND STRUCTURE OF /7 ARE PLARNED AS
FOLLOWSs THe BATTALION COMMANDER, PRESENTLY ON R&R, WILL
BE REL IEVED BY LTCOL COOPER ON OR ABOUT [5JAN. UPON
ASSUMPT ION OF COMMAND, LTCOL COOPER WILL BE APPRISED BY
0f OF THE PERFORMANCE OF THe EXeCcUTIVE OFFICER, MAJOR
JORDAN WHO SERVED IN TH& CAPACITY OF ACTING CO DURING .
SUBJECT ENGAGEM<NI, 4S5 WILL LTCOL CLARK UPON HIS RETURN,
IN THE MESNT IME LTCOL MC CLINTOCK, EXECO 7TH MARINES,
HasS BEEN SENT 10 RELIoVe MAJ JOKDAN.

G THE LATEST COUNT ON ENLMY CASUALTIES AND WEAPONS
GiFT URED DURKING THIS-ACTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:

38 ENEMY KIA

II AK-47 :

5.RPG LAUNCHERS

4 RPG ROUNDS
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BLUE RIBBON DEFENSE PANEL (BRDP) VISIT. -
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~ OF EMPHASIS, MODUS OPERANDI AND. QUESTIONS ASKEDS

" h. DURING THE IMITIAL COURTESY CALL THE PANEL MAS
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'SEQUENT BRIEFINGSs . @ - .
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l«. IN VIEW OF IMPENDING PHASE II1 REDEPLOYMENTS AND CURRENT PLANS
FOR PHASE IV, THIS HQS HAS BEEN EXAMINING NON-COMBAT FUNCTIONS

BEING PERFCRMED BY USMC PERSONNEL TO DETERMINE THOSE WHICH CAN

BE TERMINATED aND THOSE WHICH MUST BE CONTINUED, RESPONSIBILITY FOR
WHICH MUST BE REASSIGNED TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. 1IN MOST CASES
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AT PROGRAM EIGHT STRENGTHS.
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IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT SUCH SECURITY .15 PROVIDED IN OTHER

CORPS AREAS BY SPECIAL SECURITY DETACHMENTS AUGMENTING USAAG AND
CORDS JID'S.
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le IN ACCORDANCE WITH GUIDANCE PROVLth BY CMC DURING.HIS RECENT
VISIi, I PROPOSE TO SEND THE FOLLOMLNG MESSAGE TO COMUSNMACY,

QUOTE b

FROM: CG LIl MAF S

TOs comusmacy ' o

FORCE PLANNING <(U) e

A. COMUSMACV 0218562 JAN 76

1« REF A REQUESTED RECOMME 8DATI ONS IN REGARD TO REDEPLOYMENT OF CAPS
ON THE BASIS OF THE FOLLOWING GUIDELENES:s MATS WILL ASSUME RESPON=
SIBILITY FOR THOSE TRAINING AND ADVISORY FUNCTIONS REQUIRED BY
TERRITORIAL FORCES WHEN CAPS ARE REDEPLOYEDg OTHER FUNCTIONS NOW
PERFORMED BY CAPS WILL BE ELIMINATED .AS US FORCES REDEPLOYg THIRTY
ADDITIONQL NQTS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TD ICTZ. IN ADDITION; CAPS

-
i
r

s

PAGE TWO RHMHAFAI466 T O P S E C R E T/LIMDIS/ SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

APPROVED FOR RETENTION AFTER PHASE IW {OULD BE ADDITIVE TO THE
MARINE FORCE REMAINING. ,

2. THE €AP PROGRAM HAS BEEN A MOST SUCCESSFUL alD

FAR REACHING PACIFICATIO) PROGRAM IN ICTZ. IDEALLY, CAPS SHOULD HOT
BE WITHDRAWN FROM A VILLAGE OR HAMLET UNTIL AFTER THEY HAVE FULLY
COMPLETED THEIR TASK: SUCH A SCHEDULE. OF REDEPLOYMENT WOULD ENTAIL

PLANRED AVAILABILITY OF ADDITI ONAL MATS FOR ASSUMING PART OF THE
FUNCTIONS OF THE CAPS, AND LIKELY PERSONNEL CONSTRAINTS DURING AND
AFTER PHASE IV, THE FOLLOWING RECONMENDATIO&S AKE MADE IN REGARD TO
THE REDEPLOYMENT OF CnPSz

A. THE 18T, 3D AND ATH CAGS PHASE CUT DURING
PHASE 1V,

B. THE 2D CAG MOy LOCATED IN QUANG NAM PROVINCE RENAIH IN THAT
FROVINCE AND BE ATTACHED TO THE MARIﬂE FORCE REMAINING AFTER PHASE

iV,

Cs THE 2D CAG CONSIST QF APPROXINATELY 600 US PERSONNEL WHO
YOULD BE ADDITIVE TO THE STREWNGTH OF THE MARIHE COMBAT FORCE RE~
MAINING AFTER PHASE IV,
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TO COMUSMACV

INFO CG XXIV CORPS

ZEY

TOPS EC RE TAIMDIS/EYES ONLY

//N03228// FOR GENERAL ABRAMS INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NECKERSON

TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT FORCE

A. COMUSMACV (MACJ-3=-83) LTR OF 1 NOV 69 SUBJ: PROMULGATION OF
COMUSMAC OPERATION PLAN NO. 1B&-639 (RESIDUAL SUPPORT FORCE

(RSF) PLAN (C) ‘

l. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A THIS HQ FORWARDED THE PROPOSED ANNEXX
L (STATIONING) AND THE PROPOSED COMMAND AND CONTROL ARRANGE-

MENTS TO OPLAN 186-69. THE PROPOSALS WERE PREPARED BY XXIV

CORPS AND FORWARDED WITH COMMENTS FROM THIS COMMAND . THE

FOLLOWING MESSAGE REGARDING THE PROPOSED COMMAND STRUCTURE WAS
FORWARDED TO ME BY LTGEN ZAIS. QUOTE: SyBJs: TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT
FORCES (COMUSMACV OPERATION PLAN NO. 186-6% (RESIDUAL SUPPORT FORCE
(DD ’ ’

l. (TS) IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBJECT REFERENCE, I RECENTLY SUB-
MITTED A PROPOSED TD AUGMENTATION TO THE 1#1ST ABN DIV (AlM) AS
COMMAND AND CONTROL HEADQUARTERS FOR ICTZ ALONG WITH PROPOSED
SIGNAL AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS ANNEXES FOR YOUR OPLAN 186-639.
THE PROPOSED AUGMENTATION PROVIDES A RATHER EXTENSIVE ADDITIONAL
CAPABILITY TO ALL GENERAL AND SPECIAL STAFF SECTIONS CONCERNED .
THE PROPOSED AUGMENTATION AND THE SIGNAL AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS
ANNEXES AS WELL AS OTHER COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS WERE MADE
WITHIN THE PARAMETERS OUTLINED IN COMUSMACU OPLAN 186-69 AND HIS
LETTER OF PROMUGATION.

2. (TS) UPON FURTHER THOUGHT, I AM CONCERNLD ABOUT THE ABILITY

OF THE DIVISION COMMANDER, EVEN THOUGH HIS STAFF IS AUGMENTED TO
EFFECTIVELY COMMAND -AND CONTROL SOME 55,092 TROOPS SPREAD OVER
SUCH A WIDE AREA AND SITLL AT THE SAME TIME PERFORM HIS DUTIES

IN THE CORDS AND ADVISORY AREAS PLUS FULFILL HIS REQUIREMENTS TO
DO EXTENSIVE DUTIES AS AREA COORDINATIOR AND IN THE COORDINATION
OF LOGISTIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT. I ENVISION THE APPROXIMATE
TROOP STRENGTHS (INCLUDING LOGISTIC SUPPORT) AT THE FOUR MAJOR
LOCATIONS AS FOLLOWS:

CHU LAI : 11,000 WITH ADC BG

DA NANG 25.200 '

PHU BAI 1't,060 WITH ADC BG
QUANG TRI - DONG HA 8, E@@ WITH ADE BG

AS YOU CAN NOTE ABOVE, THE DIVISION COMMANDER WILL PROBABLY LOCATE
HIS ADC'S AT CHU LAI AND PHU BAI AaND THEREFORE, THESE ADC'S WILL

NOT BE PRESENT TO HELP THE DIVISION COMMANDER WITH OVERALL
DIVISIONAL PROBLEMS THAT MAY ARISE IN THE OPERATIONAL AND LOGIE-
TIiCAL FIELDS., . .. . Co , : ———

Ca20"

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

3. (TS) IN VIEY OF THE FOREGOING, I BELIEVE THAT INSTEAD OF
AUGMENTING THE DIVISION, IT WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO BUILD A.LIGHT
FIELD FORCE -OF APPROXIMATELY THE SAME SIZE AS THE AUGMENTATION

AND WITH A LTG TO HANDLE OVERALL COMMAND, CONTROL, AND COORDINATION
AND THUS PERMIT. THE DIVISION COMMANDER TO DEVOTE THE REQUIRED TIME
T0 THE TACTICAL COMMAND AND CONTROL OF THE DIVISION. I WOULD ’
APPRECIATE YOUR PUTTING MY VIEwS IN THE MACV PLANNING HOPPER WITH
COMMENTS YOU DEEM APPROPRIATE . WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE -
2. THOUGH IT HAS MERIT, IT APPERAS TO ME THAT THE PROPOSED FIELD
FORCE HEADQUARTERS 1S INCONSISTENT WITH YOUR OPLAN 186- 69 AND =~
WOULD HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT ON, VIETNAMIZATION GOALS.
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THAN CIVILIANS IN THE FORM OF THE SAIGON GIA DINH CITIZEN*S = | /&
| INCENTIVE AWARDS PROGRAM WHICH INCLUDED PAYMENTS TO MILITARY AND S e A }'
‘,‘7 R 1
|

5, ALTHOUGH I REALIZE THAT THERE IS o SHORAGE OF AIK FUNDS, I

T0 COMUSMACY

ZEM |
'CONFIDENTIAL N
PERSONAL FOR GENERAL ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON o
SUBJ: SPECIAL VCI APPREHENSION AWARDS PROGRAM FOR TET (W) |
1. GENERAL LAM HAS PROPOSED CASH BONUS AWARDS TO POLICE AND

MILITARY PERSONNEL FOR THE APPREHENSION OF SIGHIFICANT VCI DURING

' THE TET SEASON, HE IS AWARE THAT CURRENT REGULATIONS RESTRICT

'PAYMENTS TO CIVILIANS BUT HE BELIEVES THAT A CASH BONUS WOULD PRIy,
PRODUCE a STRONG INCENTIVE FOR POLICE AND MILITARY ACTION DURTue PN

THE CRITICAL TET PERIOD. s
2. THERE IS A PRECEDENT FOR PAYMENTS OF THIS NATUR& TO OTHER .

INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL.

3. THE BONUS wyOULD CONSIST OF 1,368 PIASTERS FOR A LOW LEVEL, \6/‘

5,000 FOR A DISTRICT AND 10,088 FOR A PROVINCE LEVEL VCI. - AL S\
4. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO ESTIMATE WHAT THE TOTAL COST OF SUCH A BRI
PROGRAM MIGHT BE.

BELIEVE THE PROPOSAL DOES HAVE MERIT AND AUTHORITY IS REQUESTED
TO IMPLEMENT THE CASH BONUS AWARD PROGRAM DURING THE FORTHCOMING
TET PERIOD. MY DEPCORDS OPPOSES SUCH FUND EXPENDITURES.

WARM REGARDS.

GP ~4 .
' $S0 NOTE s DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS o
19@ AODY 6L L 9 -PFMji
pOPY X UE. A - bul
)
L D - j
MNNN{J A . +: \ - Q;'

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

e
CONFIDENTIAL _
[ e oo

RMA

HEMlllll

RINE A

ERS

ol

Il MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69

RAY
X - ORIGINATOR
A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION
| - INFORMATION
§ - SIGNATURE

SERTAL N
P 1405287 JAN 70

IBIOUS

€6 Il MAF

DATE .
14 JAN 7P

CONTROL DATE

&
copy no. oL oF

ROUTE DATE

SECTION CODE

out

CcG

DCG

INITIAL WSUMUGONF)IDENTIAL EYES ONLY
QUOTE OF MY LAJ MSG FOR MGEN -
{TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

- COPIES RECD.
"

/s N

AT

=~ |[REMARKS

DC/S’

|DCS PLANS,

1 DISPOBEIONT

|DEP CORDS

IDSA ICTZ}-

/S | ¥ 17/ 7¢! .

G-1 I4 ".

~

O Retain for ____ months, -
O Destroy after reutiag.
Returs for permanest retemtiom.

OOOO
u-.th

Sestion

Gb

Smm il

~_ADJ

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

ClB-

COMP

DENT_

ENGR

FOODS

FSEO

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL |

PROTO

PSYOPS

RDTEE

REPRO

SJA

SPL_SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O

SEC

T1CC

SGT MA)

R (USE REVERSE FOR Aonmo INAL SPCE)

A-2

DECLASSIFIED

CONEINENTIAT




DECLASSIFIED

¢ P 1495202 ZFF-4
“FM. GG III MAF . <
TO . COMUSMACV ‘ e
ZEM
CONFIDENTTIAL/EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF THREE
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
MY LAI
l. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION .
0 1212592 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG WICKERSON CG III MAF
ZEM
CONFIDENTTIAL ACD 833 EYES ONLY SECT ONE OF THREE
SuBJ: MY LAI (4D
REFs: CG, II MAF, DTG, 248114Z
ACD - 1264, DTG, 2418558L
l. THE PURPOSb OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO GIVE YOU A SUMMARY OF THE
ACTIVITIES IN AND AROUND MY LAI (4) DURING THE PERIOD THE HAMLET
WwAS SECURED FOR VISITORS. . :
- 2. DURING THE PERIOD 39 DEC 65 THRU 18 JAN 7@, REPRESENTATIVES FROM
'FIVE GROUPS NOT ASSIGNED TO THE AMERICAL DIVISON VISITED MY LAI (4).
THE FIVE GROUPS REPRESENTED WERE:

Ao LTG WILLIAM R. PEERS' INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE

B. SPECIAL CID TASK FORCE, OTPMG

C. COUNSELS FOR THE ILT CALLEY COURT-MARTIAL

D. USARV MAPPING & INTELLIGENCE MAPPING TEAM

E. CIVILIAN PRESS
3. AMERICAL DIVISION MADE DETAILED PREPARATIONS TO INSURE THE SAFETY
OF VISITORS DURING THE GROUND RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS AT MY LAI (4).

Ao THE 1S8TH INF BDE WAS TASKED TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR MY LAI
(4) DURING THE PERIOD 322582 DEC 69 - 111200 JAN 79. A TASK FORCE,

COMMANDED BY THE X0, 5TH BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY MOVED INTO MY
LAI (4) AND CONDUCTED OPERATIONS TO SECURE THE AREA . THE SECURITY
TASK FORCE CONSISTED OF THE FOLLOWING UNITS:

CO C, 5TH BN, 46TH INF , : I

H TROOP, 17TH CAV

RECON FLAT, 5TH BN, -46TH INF

PLAT, B CO, 26TH ENGINEER BN .

THIS TASK FORCE WAS AUGMENTED BY MINE AND TUNNEL DoGsS,

COMBAT TRACKER TEAMS, NATIONAL POLICEMEN, REGIONAL FORCES, POPULAR
FORCES, AND D TROOP, IST SQUADRON, 15T CAVALRY.

Be A PERIMETER WAS ESTABLISHED AROUND MY LAI (4) USING WIRE AND
BUNKERS WITH - OVERHEAD COVER. A HELICOPTER PAD LARGE ENOUGH FOR ONE UH
-1 WAS CONSTRUCTED UTILIZING M8A1 MATTING. NUMEROUS BUNKERS WITH OVER-
HEAD COVER WERE BUILT THROUGHOUT MY LAI TO ASSORD PROTECTION FOR VISIT~-!
S4. POPULAR FORCES AND -NATIONAL POLICE ESTABLISHED CHECK POINTS ON THE .
ROADS LEADING IN AND OUT OF MY LAI (4) TO CONTROL CIVILIAN TRAFFIC.
gg MILITARY TRAFFIC WAS PERMITTED ON THE ROADS IN THE VICINITY OF

LAI (4. .
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C. A PATHFINDER TEAM WAS PLACED It MY LAI (¢4) AT THE
QUANG NGAI AIRFIELD TO CONTROL ALL AIR TRAFFIC INTO MY LAI. ALL VIS-
ITORS WERE REQUIRED TO ENTER THE HAMLET BY HELICOPTER, AND HELICOPTERS
REMAINED IN MY LAI (4) ONLY LONG ENOUGH TO DISCHARGE PASSENGERS.
THE HELICOPTERS WERE THEN SENT TO A HOLDING AREA IN QUANG NGAI.
VISITORS ENTERING MY LAI WERE CHECKED AGAINST AN ACCESS ROSTER AND
THEN ESCORTED TO A BRIEFING TENT, AT THIS LOCATION THEY WERE ISSUED

" STEEL HELMETS AND FLAK VESTS. THE VISITORS WERE BRIEFED ON THE LOC~-

ATION OF SECURITY FORCES IN THE HAMLET AND THE AREAS THAT HAD BEEN
CLEARED. PATHS THAT HAD BEEN CLEARED WERE MARKED WITH WHITE TAPE.
ALL VISITORS WERE PROCEEDED BY A MINE SWEEP TEAM, A MINE DETECTION
DOG TEAM, AND WERE ACCOMPANIED BY A SECURITY FORCE. AN M577 COMMAND
VEHICLE WAS AT THE DISPOSAL OF VISITORS IN THE AREA. AN AIR CAVALRY
TEAM PROVIDED AIR COVER WHEN DISTINGUISHED VISITORS WERE PRESENT. -
DURING THEIR STAY AT MY LAI.(4)./5~UISITORS WERE KEPT, DISPERSED..AND
IN SMALL GROUPS.
4, ON 1 JaN 78, LTG PEERS COWDUCTED A LOW LEVEL AIR RECONNAISSANCE,
IN A LOH, OF MY LAI (4) WITH CWO HUGH C. THOMPSON JR. AS A PASSENGER.
Ccwo TAOMPSON, WHO HAD BEE AN AMERICAL OH23 PILOT IN THE VICINITY
OF MY LAI (4) DURING THE ALLEGED MASSACRE, CORRELATED THE TERRAIN .
T0 HIS PREVIOUS TESTIMONY BEFORE THE PEERS' COMMITTEE. IN ORDER TO
INSURE THAT THIS LOW LEVEL FLIGHT STAYED WITHIN A SECURE
AREA, I FLEW MY COMMAND AND CONTROL HELICOPTER ABOVE GEN PEERS IN HIS
LOH. I HaD WITH ME MR MACCRATE, ATTORNEY, OF THE GEN PEERS' GROUP.
ONLY ONCE DID I HAVE TO INSTRUCT THE LOH PILOT NOT TO PROCEED
TOWARD AN UNSECURE AREA.
ON THE MORNING OF 3 JAN 78, LTG PEERS CONDUCTED A THREE HOUR GROUND
RECONNAISSANCE OF MY LAI (4) TO GAIN FIRST HAND
KNOWLEDGE OF THE ALLEGED ATROCITY SCENE ., THE FOLLOWING PERSONS
ACCOMPANIED LTG PEERS® DURING HIS VISIT TO MY LAI(4):
A. MR. ROBERT MACCRATE (NEW YORK ATTORNEY)
B. MR. JEROME XK. WALSH (NEW YORX ATTORNEY)
C. LTC BILLY STANDBERRY (INTERPRETER)
D. MAJ W.F. GABELLA (PIOD
‘E. ILT LELAND R. SMITH (AMCAL INFO OFFICE)
F. CyO ANDRE C. FEHER (INVESTIGATION)
G. SP5 ROBERT F. FROMM (PHOTOGRAPHER)
"H. PFC LASZLO KONDOR (AMCAL INFO OFFICE)
I. SGT PHU (INTERPRETER)
J. SGT MINH (INTERPRETER) '
5., 0N 4 JAN 78, CWwO HUGH C. THOMPSON OF LTG PEERS® COMMITTEE WAS
TAKEN ON A SECOND AIR RECONNAISSANCE OF MY LAI (4) TO CONFIRM PREVIOUS
OBSERVATIONS .
5. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SPECIAL CID TASK FORCE WERE IN MY LAI (4)
ON FIVE OCCASSIONS TO INVESTIGATE POSSIBLE CRIMINAL ACTS COMMITTED
DURING 16-18 MAR 68. :
2. WARM REGARDS .
GP -4 - -
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P 1405202 ZFF~4 » ' R AR

FIi CG III FAF . SRR
TO CONUSHACY S
ZET .

CONFIDENTTIAL/EYES ONLY SECTION TWO OF THREE
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

MY LAl N :

1, THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
0 1212592 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1 /

- FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV
TO LTG NICKERSON CG II1 WAF
ZEM ‘ ‘
CONFIDENTIAL ACD 833 EYES ONLY SECT TW0 OF THREE

n. ON 2 JAN 7@, LTC S.L. MELNER SPENT APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR IN MY
LAL (4) WITH ME. ' \ |

B. ON 3 JAN 70, THREE INDIVIDUALS- COL KEITH DUBOIS, LTC MELNER,
AND MAJ THOMAS J. MCGREEVY- SPENT THREE HOURS IN MY LAI (4).

'C. ON & JAN 79, NINE PERSONS SPENT SIX HOURS IN MY LAI (4). THE
NINE PERSONS WERE COL DUBOIS, MAJ MCGREEVY, TWO CID INVESTIGATORS,
TWO US INTERPRETERS, AND TWO VIETNAMESE. ,

D. ON 6 JAN 78, THE NINE PERSONS WHO HAD VISITED MY LAI (4)
ON. 4 JAN 70 RETURNED TO MY LAI (4) ALONG WITH PFC LASZLC
KONDOR (AMCAL INFORMATION OFFICE). THEY REMAINED AT MY LAI (4)
APPROXIMATELY SIX HOURS.

E. ON 7 JAN 70, MAJ THOMAS MCGREEVY ACCOMPANIED COUNSELS.FOR THE
ILT CALLEY COURT-MARTIAL TO MY.LAI (4). THEY SPENT
APPROXIMATELY EIGHT HOURS IN THE AREA.

7. COUNSELS FOR THE ILT CALLEY COURT-MARTIAL VISITED MY LAI (4)
ON 6 JAN 78 AND 7 JAN 7% TO CONDUCT PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION
AND VISUAL OBSERVATION.

A. THE FOLLOWING PERSONS, INCLUDING COUNSELS, SPENT APPROXIMATELY
TWO HOURS AT MY LAI (4) ON THE AFTERNOON OF 6 JAN 70:

(1) COL HENRY J. COTMAN (DEPUTY SJA, MACV)

(2) COL DOTUNG C(ARVN LIAISON)

(3) MAJ KENNETH RABY (DEFENSE COUNSEL)

(4) CPT AUBREY DANIEL (TRIAL COUNSEL)

(5) CPT ARTHUR G. HAESSIG (AMCAL SJA OFFICE)

(6) PFC PAULWIN (AMCAL PHOTOGRAPHER)

B. FIVE OF THE ABOVE SIX PERSONS (ALL EXCEPT CPT HAESSIG) SPENT
ABOUT EIGHT HOURS AT MY LAI (4) ON 7 JAN 7@. MAJ MACGREEVY, SPECIAL
CID TASK FORCE, ACCOMPANIED THEM.
€. DURING THE PERIOD 3-6 JAN 78, A USARV MAPPING AND INSPECTION
PLANE TABLE MAPPING TEAM PERFORMED FIELD WORK IN THE VICINITY OF MY
LAT (4). THE TEAM CONSISTED OF CPT JOHN W. HORNE, CW3 CARL E. HARDIW,
AND SIXTEEN EM., THE MAPPING TEAM PREPARED A CETAILED MAP OF THE MY
LAI (4) AREA FOR THE SPECIAL CID TASK FORCE.
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9. THE CIVILIAN PRESS VISITED MY LAI (4) ON 8 JAN 78. THEY HAD NOT
BEEN PERMITTED IN THE AREA WHILE INVESTIGATORS WERE STILL IN MY LAI.
AT 9732 HOURE, 8 JAN 78, DAVE ROSENWZWEIG (AP), MARK GODFRIED (AP),
ALLAN MAITLAND (REUTERS), VINCE SLAVIN (NEWARK NEWS), AND TOM BENIC
(STARS AND STRIPES) WERE ESCORTED INTO MY LAI (4) BY MAJ JOHN
PAULI (¢AMCAL I0). AT 1630 THAT AFTERNOON, DON BARKER (ABC NEWS)

AND KENLY JONES (NBC NEWS) WERE ESCORTED THROUGH MY LAI BY MAJ
PAULI. BOTH VISITS WERE LIMITED TO ONE HOUR ON THE GROUND, AND IN-
TERVIEWS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL SOLDIERS SECURING THE AREA WERE NOT
PERMITTED. ' o
18. AMERICAL DIVISION TOOK THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS TO SAFEGUARD VISITORS
DURING AIR RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS IN THE VICINITY OF MY LAI (4):

A. LTG PEERS® AIR RECONNAISSANCE OF MY LAI (4) IN AN OH6A WAS
ESCORTED BY A SECOND OHs&A, TWO AH=IG GUNSHIPS, AN ARMED UH-IH WITH
AN INFANTRY TEAOABOARD, AND A SECOND UH=-1H PROVIDING COMMAND AND CON-
TROL . '

11. SECURITY FORCES AT MY LAI (4) HAD NEGLIGIBLE ENEMY CON-

TACT. ON 32 DEC 65 AT 2145 HOURS3C-COMPANY, 5TH BN. 46TH INF,- OB~
SERVED 1p VN IN THE VILLAGE AND INVESTIGATED, FINDING TUNNELS

AND BUNKERS.. AT 2909 HOURS ON 31 DEC 65, C COMPANY, 5TH BN, 46TH INF,
CAPTURED 4 VC IN MY LAI. AT 1818 HOURS ON 31 DEC 69, H TROOP, I7TH
CAVALRY DETONATED A BOOBY TRAP -HAND GRENADE RESULTING IN FIVE WOUND-
ED. THE FIVE WERE MEDEVACED TO HOSPITALS IN CHU LAI. TWO OF THE MEN
RETURNED TO DUTY WITH THEIR UNIT ON 7 JAN 70, AND THREE WERE
EVACUATED OUT OF COUNTRY. ON 1 JAN .72 AT 1812 HOURS D TROOP,

IST SQUADRON, IST CAVALRY, DETAINED 2 VCI 1.5 KILOMETERS

FROM MY LAI. FIFTEEN MINUTES LATER H TROOP, 17TH CAVALRY RECEIVED SMALL
ARMS FIRE FROM THE EAST. FURTHER INVESTIGATION OF THE AREA REVEALED
NEGATIVE RESULTS. '

GP =4
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FIDEWNTTIAL/EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF THREE

FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

MY LAIL

le THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
0 1212592 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF=-]

FM MG

RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIV

TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF

ZEM
con

FIDENTTIA L ACD @33 EYES ONLY FINAL SECT OF THREE

12. AMERICAL DIVISION PROVIDED AERIAL RECONNAISSAVCE SUPPORT FOR THE
Y LAI (4) INVESTIGATORS AS FOLLOWS ¢
A. TGT: 1H1289 AF

FLOWN: 2 JAN 78

FLYING UNIT: 245TH SURVEILLANCE COMPANY (MOHAWK).

SUPPORT PROVIDED: | MOSAIC, 3 SETS OF PRINTS, SX9, VERTICAL .

AREA COVERED: MAP SERIES L7814, SHEET 673911, MAP SCALE 1:50,002
COORDINATES BS7189, 7288, 7278, AND 7178.

TGT : 1H1353 AF

FLOWN: 9 JAN 78 : .

FLYING UNIT: SAME AS ABOVE -

SUPPORT PROVIDED ¢ ONE SET OF PRINTS, 9X9 VERTICAL.

AREA COVERED: MAP SERIES L7014, SHEET 673911, MAP SCALE 1:58,857
COORDINATES BS7282, 7575, 7582, AND 7275,

13. AMERICAL DIV ASSIGNED HELICOPTERS TO THE VISITORS FOR THEIR
TRANSPORTATION THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD 32 DEC 69 = 18 JAN 78 AS FOLLOWS:
39 DEC 63 - 2UH-IH : :

31

DEC 69 = 3 JAN 78 3 UH-1IH EACH DAY

4 JAWN 78 - 5 JAN 72 - 4 UH-1H EACH DAY

6 JAN 70 - 18 JAN 78 2 UH-1H EACH DAY

N —x
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14 04 12 JAN 73, I COORDINATED WITH THE G3,I1I MAF; CG, ZND ‘ARVN DIV,
'AND PROVINCE CHIEF, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE FOR CONCURRENCE IN WITH=-

- DRAWAL OF FORCES FROM THE IMMEDIATE SECURITY ROLE AT MY LAI(4).
CONCURRENCE WAS RECEIVED, AND THE AMERICAL HAS REMOVED THE SE-

CURITY TASK FORCE FROM MY LAI (4) SO THESE UNITS CAN BE UTILIZED TO
VURSUE THE DIVISION'S OFFENSIVE MISSION. H TROOP, 17TH CAVALRY DE-
PARTED MY LAI (4) AT 1839 HOURS ON 10 JAN 70. THE PERSONNEL FROM B COM-
PANY, 26TH ENGINEER BN, WERE REMOVED FROM MY LAI (4> AT 1000 HOURS ON
llJAN?@ THE TASK FORCE HEADQUARTERS , THE PATHFINDERS, AND RECON PLA-
TOON, 5TH BN, 46TH INF DEPARTED MY LAI (4) AT ABOUT NOON OGN 11 JANTS.
COMPANY C, 5TH BN, 46TH INF LEFT MY LAI (4) AT 1609 HOURS ON 12JAN72.
ALL SANDBAGS HAVE BEEN REMOVED AND ALL DUG-IN POSITIONS HAVE BEEN
FILLED IN. THE AREA WAS PROPERLY POLICED AND INSPECTED BY BRIGADE
HEADQUARTERS .

1 AM VERY PROUD OF ALL ELEMENTS OF THIS DIVISION WHO WERE IN-

VOLVED IN THIS TASK AND 1 CONSIDER THAT THEY PEZRFORMED IN THE

USUAL OUTSTANDING MANNER OF AMERICAL STANDARDS. GEN PEERS HAS WRITTEN
FIVE LETTERS OF APPRECIATION TO VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF THE DIVISION.
WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL FOR HIS COMPLIMENTARY REMARKS. I CONSIDER WE

WERE VERY FORTUNATE IN NOT HAVING MORE INCIDENTS AND VERY THANKFUL
THAT NO VISITOR BECAME A CASUALTY. I HOPE THIS WILL BE THE END OF VISIT
ORS TO MY LAI (4.
‘GP -4
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USHC COMMAND AN CONIROL STRUCTURE IN ICYZ

f. CG FMFPAC 3121232 DEC €9
{. 1IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A AND DISCUSSIONS WITH CMC DURING HIS

RECENT VISIT, IT IS PROPOSED TO SEND‘JHE FOLLOWIHG MESSAGE TO.

COMUSMACY., N\
QUOTE \.
MaS FOR US COMMAND ELEMEWT IN ICTZ

A. 111 WAF WEMO 26D/CRS 3990 SER DB0J22369 DTD 30 OCT €9 AN
i. REF A.PROPCSED THE AMALGAMATION OF THE III MAF AND XXIV CORPS .
HQS AMD THE. FORMATION OF A JOINT HQS.T6 COMMAND US FORCES IN ICIZ

DURING REDEPLOYMENT PHASES THREE THROUGH SIX. THE PROPOSED AMALGA- AN
MATION YWAS .BASED Oi THE PREMISE TMAT WAJOR MARINE FORCES WOULD \.
REMAIN-IM ICTZ THROUGH PHASE SIXKo -~ - N\

2. THE PROPOSED AMALGAMATI ON HAS BEEWN HELD IN ABEYANCE,

3. SINCE THE SUBMISSIOM OF REF A, REDEPLOYMENT PLANS HAVE BEEN
CONSIDERABLY ALTEREDs THE PREPONDERANCE OF MARINE FORCES WILL

PROBABLY REDEPLOY BY THE END OF PHASE-“IV.
4, IN VIEW.OF THE ABOVE, 'IT 15 BELIEVED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A JOINT

USMC/USA HRS 1S NO LONGER .VALID DUE. TO 'ITS PROBABLE SHORT LIFE. THE
FOLLOWING TvO ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIGNS ARE- PROPUSED.

5. ALTERNATIVE OME:s RETAIN HQS III MAF.AS THE US COMMAND ELEMENT

IN ICIZ UNTIL THE MARINE DIVISION AND WING REDEPLOY (DURING PHASE IW)

AT WHICH TIME II1 WAF wOULD BE DISESTABLISHED AND' REPLACED BY XFFV, \\
DISESTABLISH XXIV CORPS AFTER TET. AFTER DISESTABLISHMENT F XXIv

CORPS, A NUMBER OF KEY STAFF BILLETS~WITHIN 111 MAF WOULD BE ASSUMED \\\
BY US ARMY PERSONNEL WHO WOULD BE THE NUCLEUS OF THE NEU XFFV Has

WHEN THE LATTER 1S ESTABLISHED.
6. ALTERNATIVE TwOs ON A DATE TO BE; DETERMINED, XFFV/XXIV CORPS

ASSUME COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICIZ. PRIOR TO THAT DATE, A NUMBEK .
- 0F US ARNY PERSOQUMEL WILL HAVE BEEN PHASED INTO THE 111 MAF STAFF
AND A COMPARABLE NUMBER OF MARINE PERSONNEL PHASED OUT..ON THE DATE

KFFY/XX1V CORPS ASSUMES CONMAWD. OF -US FORCES IN ICTZ, I1I HAF, UITH '\\
4 CONSIDERABLE REDUCED STAFF, WOULU BECOHE SUBORDINATE IO XFFV/HKIV \\
7

CQRPSo I1XI MAF EDHLD“ REMAIN A M%ESﬁRUI%E COMMARD g HAVE COMBAND -

P G [ F3 Wﬁ@ii
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA!643 T O PS E CR E.'T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/WCEC
LESS- OPCON OF ASSIGNED MARINE FORCES;.BE SATELLITED ON QUNE OF THE
IN=COUNTRY MARINE COMWNANDSS COORDINATE REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE FORCES
DURING PHASE 1Vs AND BE DISESTABLISHED UPON THE REDEPLOYNENT G THE
1ST ‘MARINE DIVISION AND FMAW C(LATE IN PHASE IV),

7. I? IS BELIEVED THAT ALTERNATIVE ONE- WOULD RESULT IN THE LEAST
AMOUNT OF TURBULENCE FROM THE STANDPQINE OF INSTALLATIONS, PERSONNEL,
AND COMMAND RELATIONS AND WOULD CAUSE THE LEAST AMOUNT -F DISRUPTION.
IN THE VITAL CONTINULTY OF COMMAND AND- CONIROL OF US FORCES IB ICiZ.

"~ WE CAN.MAKE EIXTHER ALTERNATIVE WORK. -
8. REQUEST DECISI OV AT AW EARLY DM’E H‘é ORDER THAT PLANNING CAN

PROCEED,

ullQy OTE
2..THE FOLLOWIMG COMNLNTS ARE HADE CONCERNING THE ABOVE ALTERNQTIUESo

3. IF ALTERNATIVE ONE IS ADOPIED, THE QUESTIOY OF THE IlI MAF CONYMANDER
COMES TO THE FORE, ZAIS STATES HKE VANTS TO GO “HMME" IN THE SUMMER.
UNLESS HE DOES GO, FOR III MAF TO REHAIN AS NOW, MY RELIEF SHQLD BE
SENIQR TO HItd. 1T IS DOUBTFUL COMUSMACY- WOULD ACCEPT THIS 1IN VIEY

OF THE TIME FRAME AND OTHER CONSIDERATIQNS. IF A MARINE LTGEN VICE
ZAIS IS ACCEPTABLE '!'0 COMUSMACV, CMG ’SH GULD BE SO INFORMED BY

COMUSHACVY.

PAGE FOUR RMMMAFA1643 T 0 P S E C R'E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO

4, NOTE THAT IN ALTERNATIVE TwO, WE ARE RECOMRENDING THE. RETENTION
OF THE TITLE 1Ll MAF. . IF THIS ALTERWATIVE IS ADOPTED, A MARINE LTGEN
"JUNIOR TO.ZAIS COULD BE ASSIGHED AND' L.0CAL PROBLEMS OF. SENIORITY
AVOIDED, THERE MIGHT, HOWEVER, BE A -PROBLEM I THE MARINE CORPS
STRUCTURE DUE TO THE RELATIVELY SHOET PERIOD (F TIME THIS NEW LTGEN
WOULD BE IN VIETHAM. HOJEVER, IT APPEARS TO ME THAT ONE OF THE LTGEY
BILLETS, WHICH WILL BECOME VACANT THES™ SUMNERg COULD B HELD FOR Hii,
5, 1N REGARD TO A CANDIDATE FOR THE JOB-OF CG I1l MAF, WMAJGEN BOWMAY
1S & SENIOR (MAJOR GENERAL AND RATES FULL CONSIDERATION FOR THIS
ASSIGMENT RATHER THAN WORKING FOR A JUNICR ADVANCED OVER HIW,

6. TAKING ALL. THE ABOVE INTO CONSIDERATION, I EELIEVE ALTERNATIVE
TWO 1S IN THE MARINE CORPS BEST. INTERESTS. ANOTHER POINY TO EE COf~
SIDEKED IS THAT DURING PHASE IV MANY EXTHKEMELY DIFFICULT PROBLEWS
WILL ARISE. IN THE MAIN, THESE WILL'BE- ARMYY PROBLENMS. USARYV IS HAVING:
DIFFICULTY COMING UP HITH THE PEOPLE ‘AND EQUIPMENT TO TAKE OVER COM-
MON- SUPPORT, FINDING THE PEOPLE TO TAKE. OVER MANY FUNCTIONS WHICH

" YE ARE NOW. PERFORMING, EoG., SECURITY OF THE AIRFIELDS, IS NOT GOi&G
T0 BE EASY. I BELIEVE THE III MAF COMMANDER SHOULD CONCENTRATE
MARINE CORPS REDEPLOYMENT PROBLEMS.UHICH IN THEMSELVES WILL B MAJOR.
7. GENERAL ROSSON VISITED ME TODAY:' H,E STATED THAT HE HAD DEBRIEFED
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PAGE FIVE RHWMAFA1643 T O P S E € R E-T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEQ
MGEN TOWNSEND CONCERMIMNG. CHC’S DISCUSSION WITH MIM BUT THAT ME HAD
N0T PERSONALLY TALKEDR 70 COMUSMACV. HE WILL TALK TO-ABE TONIGHT . -

HE ASKED FOR #Y VIEWS WHICH I GAVE HI¥ A% FOLLOUSS (A) COMUSHACY
SHOULD DECIDE Off THE FUTURE OF IIX-MAF AND XXIV CORPS HQS S CONESTS

(BY I WAVE REQUESTED RETIREMENT AT THE END F #Y YEAR’S TOURs (C) PER-

SO#ALT PROBLEMS WHICH BOTH YOU AND CMAPPIE H&OW WERE MENTIONED BUT

NOT WMADE aN ISSUEs
(D> COMUSHMACY DECESION o THE ABOVE SBH QLD CLARIFY THE NEED FOR

f USHC LTGEY TO RELIEVE HE.
8, } BELIEVE THAY VWE SHOAD COME UP WITH THE MARINE CQRPS POSTION

EARLY. LT wWOULD BE BETTER TO MAKE A COMGRETE PROPOSAL T0 COMUSMATY
BEFORE KIS STARF DEVELOPS A P@SITION WHICH MEIGHT NOT BE IN OUR FEST

INTERESTS,
9o UARH REG&RDS
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ELEMENTS . SOURCES AND MZANS OF ACQUISITION, PROCESSING, INFCRUA
FLUW AND UTILIZATIOHN ¢ERE DISCUSSED. PQ“VL COMMENTED ON THE GRL

REQUIREMEHNT FOR INTELLIGENCE IN 4 COUNTER INSURGENCY WARY
E. AEVN AND TERRITORIAL FORCES CAPAB ILITY TO COPE WITH NVA ﬁ

'£VF FORCES UPOW REDEPLOYMENT OF US FORCES. THE OVERALL IMPRESSIO
PRESENTED WAS THAT THE: I CORPS ARVN -UNITS ARE SUPERIOR IH QUALITY _
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'SPDLAD THIN LEAVING THE ENEMY IN AN ADUANTAGEUUS‘POSITIOM SHOULD HE

CONCENTRATE TQISTRIKE., AR : g
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(Zy COMMUNIST ACTIONS - THE PANEL POSED VAnIOU\ UESTIONS AE'

TS ’”Y ITHE PCWMUNlSTS I SCUTH VIETNAM hL P TIGnTI\}(_x AND WHAT WIL
,3’33 IF THEY 4RE DEFEATED. Lﬂ& N LAM&ABSWERED THESE QUES[IOQS
uY‘:"°4ASf?§dG'THAr”“ A RDCORE " COMMI N TS TS 50—=NCT U B TS T
C_ﬂ ﬁbTIVlzI UuTIL THEY ARE AGAIN CAPABLE OF RENEWING THEIR

F "“;q A(J [HAT ‘THESE "HArJCOPE" COMMURISTS KEEP. THE POT*NTT@L
SLFZCTIR IN LINE WITH METHODS OF INDOCTRINATION AND FEAR. LT
(1) FREE “'ECTIONS - THE PANEL GQUESTIOWED LTGLN LAM . IN. -

TC THE WUMBER OF HAMLETS AAD VILLAGES IN I CTZ WHICH KOW

-

‘Lu.!-,.»

LL

i v

i

AAV 1FL ELECTIONS, lﬂuUI IES WERE ALSO MADE AS'TO THE POSSIBLE! .
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CUERE NOT FOR aUPP?Iho BEING BROUGHT IN FROM THE us J% AmD CHINA T
FWOULD BE NO WAR. LTGEN LAM EMPHASIZED THAT RVMAF 3TILL NEEDS HEA

1

FI"%’»UP”OPT ANHD LOGISTICAL bJPPdRT,A“SPEULALLY AIR FORCE AND WA
SUPPORT. He 5aID THAT HE MUST EQUIP, TRAIN A4D SUPPCRT HMANY FORE
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'STOP THE FLOW OF SUPPLIES INTO SOUTH VIETNAG UT He JOEQ RE4L

WORLD QPINIOYH MOULD BE AGAIN3T IT.
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TUO0ISIISEZ ZYH T T T s e e i
FM~CG 111 MAF ‘ ZE:‘ 'Jgai
TO CG XXIV CORPS ZFF-4 ’ A L -2 d
SECR E T/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON \;’i
REQUEST FOR INCREASED FIRE SUPPORT (S) \’\fs\

A. YR 15184 1Z JAN 72 (9 I
1. YOUR ANALYSIS OF THE INCREASE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY IN WESTERN XXIV R

CORPS AREA IS APPRICIATED,
2. WE ARE REQUESTING AND RECEIVING MORE ARC L IGHT STRIKES THAN EVER
BEFORE, WITH EMPHASIS BEING PLACED ON TARGETS YOU PROVIDE, WE WILL
CONTINUE TO EMPHASIZE THESE TARGETS, HOWEVER , WE MUST STILL COMPETE
AT MACV WITH OTHER CORPS AREAS, NEVERTHELESS, I AM CERTAIN THAT IF
THE SITUATION BECOMES CRITICAL, MACV WILL GIVE US EVEN GREATER
PRIORITY ON AVAIABLE STRIKES. - - '
3, I HAVE DIRECTED THAT PRIORITY CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO THE ALLO
CATION OF TACTICAL AIR SORTIES TO XXIV CORPTS AGAINST HARD INTELLI-
GENCE TARGETS IN YOUR WESTERN AREAS, SINCE OUR TACTICAL .AIR ASSETS
ARE BEING REDUCED DUE TO PHASE III REDEPLOYMENTS, QUR ASSETS MUST
BE MANAGEN MORE CLOSELY THAN EVER BEFORE AND OPTIMUM USE MADE OF
ALLOCATED AND ADD-ON SORTIES.

4, 1 AM CERTAINWHAT ANY INCREASED EXPEND ITURE OF ARTILLERY AMMUNI-
TION WILL BE JUSTIFIABLE AND YOU MAY BE ASSURED OF MY.ASSISTANCE

AND - SUPPORT. WARM REGARDS

C GP-4
. ((SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HORS) 4}
24T | > ReceveD
. 19 JANPI
r )"; - ;
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DECLASSIFIED

TO CG XXIV CORPS .

TOPSETCRET/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN ICTZ 4/

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION () ?;
QUOTE .

0 1799302

FMf CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV

TOPSEGCRE T/EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRA
HQS FOR US COMMAND ELEMENT IN' ICTZ

ROM LTGEN NICKRRSOW

1. REF A PROPOSED THE AMALGAMATION OF THE III MAF AND XXIV CORPS

HQS AND THE FORMATION OF A JOINT HQS TO COMMAND US FORCES IN ICTZ

DURING REDEPLOYMENT PHASES THREE THROUGH SIX. THE PROPO’SED AMALGA -
MATION WAS BASED ON THE PREMISE THAT MAJOR MARINE FORCES WOULD

REMAIN IN ICTZ THROUGH PHASE SIX. -

2. THE PROPOSED AMALGAMATION HAS BEEN HELD IN ABEYANCE.

3. SINCE THE SUBMISSION OF REF A, REDEPLOYMENT PLANS HAVE BEEN
CONSIDERABLY ALTERED; THE PREPONDERANCE OF MARINE FORCES WILL

PROBABLY REDEPLOY BY THE END OF PHASE IV.

4. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IT IS BELIEVED THE REQUIREMENT FOR A JOINT
USMC/USA" HQS IS NO LONGER VALID DUE TO ITS PROBABLE SHORT LIFE. THE
FOLLOWING TWO ALTERNATIVE SLUTIONS ARE PROPOSED.

5. ALTERNATIVE ONE : RETAIN HQS IIT MAF AS THE US COMMAND ELEMENT

IN ICTZ UNTIL THE MARINE DIVISION AND WING REDEPLOY (DURING PHASE IV)

AT WHICH TIME III MAF WOULD BE DISESTABLISHED AND REPLACED BY XFFV.
DISESTABLISH XXIV CORPS AFTER TET. AFTER DISESTABLISHEDMENT OF XXIV
CORPS, A NUMBER OF KEY STAFF BILLETS WITHIN III MAF WOULD BE ASSUMED

BY US ARMY PERSONNEL WHO WOULD BE THE NUCLEUS OF THE NEW XFFV HQS

WHEN THE LATTER IS ESTABLISHED.

6. ALTERNATIVE TwO': ON A DATE TO BE DETERMINED, XFFY/XXIV CORPS

ASSUME COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ. PRIOR TO THAT DATE, A NUMBER

OF US ARMY PERSONNEL WILL HAVE BEEN PHASED INTO THE III MAF STAFF

AND A COMPARABLE NUMBER OF MARINE PERSONNEL PHASED OUT . ON THE DATE
XFFV/XXIV CORPS ASSUMES COMMAND OF US FORCES IN ICTZ, III MAF, WITH t
A CONSIDERABLY REDUCED STAFF, WOULD BECOME SUBORDINATE TO XFFV/XXIV ?
CORPS. III MAF WOULD: REMAIN A UNISERVICE COMMAND; HAVE ITS HQS b
SATELLITED ON ONE OF THE IN-COUNTRY MARINE COMMANDS; COORDINATE -
REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE FORCES DURING PHASE IV AND BE DISESTABLISHED  ~
UPON THE REDEZPLOYMENT OF THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND FMAW (LATE

IN PHASE IV).

G-24)
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7. IT IS BELIEVED THAT ALTERNATIVE ONE WOULL RESULT IN THE LEAST
AMOUNT OF TURBULENCE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF INSTALLATIONS, PZRSONNEL,
AND COMMAND RELATIONS AND WOULD CAUSE THE LEAST AMOUNT OF DISRUPTION
IN THE VITAL CONTINUITY OF COMMAND AND CONTROL OF US FORCES IN ICTZ.
8. WE CAN MAKE EITHER ALTERNATIVE WORK . |

9. REQUEST DECISION AT AN EARLY DATE IN ORDER THAT PLANNING CAN
PROCEED. \

18 WARM REGARDS g '

UNQUOTE | | | .
24— WARM REGARDS o o - S et
GP - 4 '

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
"TOPSEGRET, THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES AbeUNTABILITY“'
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R
i

Ftl CG III CAF

TG CO:USNACV

ZEM

CONFIDEWNTTIAL

EYES OHLY FOR MGEN TOWMNSEND FROM LTGEN WNICKERSON

le THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE' IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION.
QUOTE ’

FM MG RAMSEY CG AMERICAL DIVISION

~TO LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF

CONFIDENTIAL ACD 243 EYES ONLY '

YOU MAY HAVE SEEN THE FOLLOWING EXTRPCT FROH THE QUANG NGAI DAILY
INTSUM DTG 1428257 JAN 73:

"PARA 12(C> A RALLIER 3 HUYWNH MINH LONG, FROﬂ THE VC PROVINCE STATED
THE VC IN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE RATED THE US ARMY AND THE ARVN ABOUT EQUAL
AT THIS TIME, SIX MONTHS AGO, THE VC HAD LITTLE FEAR OF THE ARVHN.
SINCE THAT TIME, HOWEVER, THE 2D ARVN DIVISION HAS IMPROVED ITS
MORALE . COMMUNICATIONS, WEAPONS, AND THE QUALITY OF ITS COMMANDERS.
THE VC ESTIMATE THAT THE 2D ARVN DIVISION HAS BEEN MOST EFFECTIVE
IN SON TINH, TU NGHIA, AND MO DUC DISTRICTS, THE MOST RESPECTED
UNIT IS THE 4TH REGT OF THE 2D ARVN DIVISION."

I BELIEVE THIS IS ONE TIME THAT YOU CAN ACCEPT THE WORD OF A
RALLIER. IF S0, IT IS A GREAT COMPLIMENT TO A GREAT DIVISION-AND

A REAL STEP FORWARD IN VIETNAMIZATION. THE AMERICAL IS VERY PROUD
OF THE 2D ARVN DIVISION AND WE TAKE PRIDE IN ASSISTING THEM SO THEY
CAN CONTINUE TO IMPROVE. UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
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Tami- o 8 P~ -
‘ X T

“-: v ~

wEMET VK| zo094

TC CG AXKIV CORP3

CG AMERICAL DIV | . ,
cG IST MAW . ,4{2?Z5 (ﬁéﬁﬁ

CG 1ST MARDIV
LEN/DSA I CORPS
ZEM _ » ,
SECRE T/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN ZAIS, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN THRASH, MGEN
WHEELER, BGEN MULLER FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

EWEMY CALIBER .58 ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE

A. CG III MAF 2118882 NOV 69

l. REF A REFERS. . .

2. IT HAS BECOME NECESSARY FOR ME TO REITERATE MY EXTREME CONCERN
ABOUT THE ENEMY'S INCREASING USE OF .58 CALIBER 'AND LARGER ANTIAIR-
CRAFT WEAPONS THROUGHOUT ICTZ. THIS POSES A SERIOUS THREAT T0 OUR
AIR CPERATIONS, ESPECIALLY HELICOPTER OPERATIONS, AND IT MUST BE
COUNTERED »

3. RESPOWNSIVENESS IS THE KEY TO SUCCESSFULLY COUNTERING THIS ENEMY
EFFORT. TIME LAPSE BETWEEN .50 CAL OR LARGER AA FIRE INCIDENTS AND
ITS ENTRY INTO THE REPORTI®G (SPOT) SYSTEM TO APPROPRIATE AIR AND
GROUND COMMANDERS CONTINUES TO HAMPER THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR
REACTION EFFORT. IH ADDITLDN, THE LACK OF TIMELY AND ADEQUATE
RESPONSIVE ACTION HAS BEEN 'NOTED IN MANY OF THOSE INCIDENTS THAT

HAVE BEEN REPORTED.

4, 1 URGE EaACH OF YOU TO JOIN ME IN AN ALL OUT EFFORT TO REDUCE THIS
" MOST SERIOUS EWEMY THREAT.

GP -4 :
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AMZHLASSY REPORTING ON MILITARY MATTERS

£+ AMCONSUL DANANG TELEGRAM 022 DATED 7JAN78

I HEF IS A REPORT ON ARVN/RF/PF MORALE SUBMITTED BY THE ANMCONSUL
CDALNG TO AMEMBASSY SAIGON. ,

~, I D0 NOT TAKE ISSUE WwITH THE REPORT ITSELF ALTHOUGH IT IS5 SuB-

ZCTIVE IN CONTENT. IT IS BASED ON THE INTERVIEW OF NUMEROUS GVN
PERSOYWEL AND COULD, THEREFORE, BE MISLEADING IF USED IMPROPERLY.
3o JOWEVER, I QUESTION THE PROPRIETY OF AMEMBASSY BY-PASSING [MACV
CHAWJIELS IN, WHAT TO ME, IS A PURELY MILITARY MATTER . ANMCONSUL
DAJAUG STATES HE OBJECTED WHEN HE RECEIVED THIS REQUIREMENT, SINCE
IT A5 AN INTRUSION INTO AN AREA UNDER MACV COGNIZANCE, BUT WAS
CIRZTTED TO SUBMIT THL IKFORMATION. WARM REGARDS.
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I don't think there is any Jjustification -
whatsoever for McNamara to be reporting to ;
the American Embassy on ARVN, RF or PF matterse

There are statements in here which are purely
rumors. Others are conjecture.

I recommend that:

a. 1 discuss this with him and ask him to
desiste :

b. If he has a requirement from AmEmb to
meke such reparts, w go to COMUSMACYV
and recommend that Amfmb cease such
requirements.

If AmEmb wants military information they should
go to MACV and no$ some "juvenile" in the

field,
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Another poss1b111ty is for CG to bring thls
up at next WIEU.
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NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORTING HGHRS),

I11 MAF HEADQUARTERS '
fe BGEN JASKILKA HAS PROVIDED THE FﬁLLOMING INFORﬁATZﬁN.V

MY NESSAGE TG COMUSMACV 18 REGARD TO THE FUTURE HAS. | :
ELEWENT IN 1 CORPS AS PASSEDTO GENERAL ZAIS BY: mncv WITH THE;_
FOLLOWING ADDENDUM.  ~ - .

. QUOTE . '
IN THE - -INTEREST OF SEEKING SIMPLER SQLUTION 10 THE

-PROPOSED ALTERNATIVES, WE VISUALIZE XXLU CORPS TAKING S
'OVER AREA RESPONSIBILITIES FROM 1YL MAF. DIRECTLY. AT A~ .
DATE TO BE MUTUALLY AGREED.. YE- DO NOT FCRESEE AMALGAMA= -~
TION OR MERGER OF THE TWO HeS OR ‘A CHANGE I RANE @ XXIV
_CORPS A THIS. TIME. :JI1 MAF WOULD REMAIN, SCALED DOWN TO-

HANDLE SERVICE MATTERS, SUBDRDINAE TO XXIV CORPS,. -AND .. - SR
PHASE ouT AS THE IST ﬁARINE DIVISION IS REDEPLOYEDe zHARE S
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_PAGE TWO' nnmmarazzss TOP s E c R E. T’SPEGA EXCLUSIUE ron ;f
COULD ‘BE APPROPRIATE.USMC REPRESENTATION AT. XXIV CGRPS S
ONTIL THE SUPPORT FORCE LEVEL IS REACHED. REQUEST CG.

XXIV: CORPS . PER°0NAL comwrmts AND ANY PRDDOSALS AS TO

TIMING. ' L , ;.

UNQUCTE -

2« I. HAD- PREUIOUSLY PASSED A eopv OF ny NESSAGE ro comus»
MACV TO ZAIS. 1 WILL SEE -HIM.TOMORROW. AND UNDOUBTEDLY- -
RECEIVE HIS COMMENTS AT THAT TIME. THERE IS A WIEY SCHED- ' :
ULED FOR SATURDAY 24 Jad aND. IT IS LIXELY THAT. cemusmacv Co
WILL WANT TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT AT THAT TIME. | R
3. IT 1S APPARENT THAT OUR 'SECOND ALTERNAIVE IS~ - = -
RECEIVING PRIMARY CONSIDERAY ONo' IN WHECH CASE THE NEW""'
111 MAF COMMANDER WILL .HAVE TO BE JUNIOR TO ZAlS. IT IS
SUGGESTED THAT CMC BE ALERTED TO THE.:NEED FOR MAKING A.
DECISION EARLY-:IN REGARD Io BONMAN AND DAVIS. ARM e
REGARDS: - ) '
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TO COMUSMACV
ZEM

R&R PROGRAM
A. AC OF S J-1 SAIGON 24924067 DEC 65
l. REF A REFERS. SINCE YOUR.VISIT ON 18 DEC 'S§9,
CONSIDERABLE ACTION HAS BEEN INITIATED TO REMEDY THE -
SEVERAL ADMINISTRATIVE WEAKNESSES IN OUR Ré&R PROGRAM
NOTED BY YOUR R&R SPECIALISTS.

2. MY PURPOSE HERE IS TO UPDATE YOU ON OUR PROGRESS .
SUMMARY FOLLOWS.

3. A FIELD GRADE OFFICER (MAJOR) HAS BEEN APPOINTED AS
II1 MAF R&R OFFICER. HE SERVES IN THE FORCE SPECIAL
SERVICES SECTION AND WILL COGRDINATE THE ENTIRE III WMAF

" R&R PROGRAM.

4, A FOLLOW UP MESSAGE WAS RELEASED TO EACH PARTICIPAT-
ING COMMAND AFTER THE VISIT BY THE R&R SPECIALISTS.
RESPONSE TO THAT MESSAGE HAS PROVIDED BETTER UNDERSTAND-
ING OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS IN
‘THE R&R PROGRAM. TWO SPECIFIC STEPS WERE INDICATED AND
HAVE BEEN TAKEM. FIRST, EACH PARTICIPATING COMMAND HAS
APPOINTED AN OFFICER TO COORDINATE ITS R&R PROGRAM.
SECOND, AN INITIAL MEETING OF THE R&R COORDINATORS WILL
BE HELD IN THIS HEADQUARTERS 26 JANUARY. IN THAT
MEETING, WE WILL IDENTIFY AND DERIVE SOLUTIONS FOR THE
PROBLEMS OF TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM THE R&R
PROCESSING CENTER, APPROPRIATE TROOP LEVEL PUBLICITY

FOR R&R AND STANDARDIZATION OF CERTAIN COMMON
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES .

5. OUR OVERALL UTILIZATION OF R&R SEAT ALLOCATIONS
DURING DECEMBER "69 WAS 91.6 PERCENT WHILE 92.6 PERCENT OF SEATS
ALLOCATED TO USMC PERSONNEL WERE UTILIZED.

6. WE HAVE COMPLETED THE FIRST PHASE OF AN OPERATIONAL
ANALYSIS OF QUOTA ALLOCATION PROCEDURES AND NOW SEEK

'TO AUTOMATE SOME OR ALL THE DATA NECESSARY TO ACCURATELY
PROJECT FUTURE ALLOCATION NEEDS.

6. APPRECIATE THE STIMULUS OF YOUR VISIT AND THE
ASSISTANCE PROVIDED. WARM REGARDS.
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FM CG IIT MAF
'TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T O/EYES ONLY/FOR BGEN SMITH (J-1) FROM BGEN
DULACKI
A. YR 2009207 JAN 728 |
. THE BRIEFING PROPOSED IN REFERENCE A WAS PRESENTED
TO THE COMMANDING GENERAL, MEMBERS OF THE III MAF STAFF
AND REPRESENTATIVES OF MARINE COMMANDS ON 21 JAN AS
SCHEDULED . | |
2. LTCOL WHITE'S PRESENTATION WAS EXCEPTIONALLY
THOROUGH , SUPERBLY DELIVERED AND WELL RECEIVED. SCOPE
AND CONCLUSIONS WERE IMPRESSIVE AND CONVINCING.
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THREAT AS OUTLINED IN MY ESTIMATE OF THE ENEMY SITUATION CONTAINED
IN REF A.
2, IN ORDER TO COMPOUND THE ENEMY' § PRESENT DIFFICULTIES IN MOVING

DURING THE PRE-TET SEASON THE FOLLOWING MEASURES ARE CONSIDERED
ESSENTJAL,

A, INCREASE RECON SURVEILLANCE STARTING IMMEDIATELY,
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| COORNINATE PLANS WITH ARVN TO PROVIDE LIFT, WHEN POSSIBLE, FROM
AVAILABLE AIR ASSETS., INFORM THIS HEADOUARTERS (5-3 AIR) IF ASSIS-
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a IN ORDER TO EXPLOIT ANY ENEMY VUL NERABILITIES, RAPID AND TIMELY
EXCHANGE OF INTELLIGENCE AND OPERATIONAL INFORMATION RETWEEN U.S. .
.AND ARVN FORCES IS ENCOURAGED.
‘s, PLEASE INFORM ME OF ANY CURRENT OR ANTICIPATED PROBLEM AREAS IN
WHICH I MAY BE OF ASSISTANCE IN FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH GEN LAM.
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1T APPEARS:THAT ‘CONTIANUITY OF, COMMAND. 41D’ CONEROL. CAN: BE
OBTAINED. AND: TURBULE&CE,MIHIMIZED BY- ERAﬂS”ER oF RESPOﬂw 

. PAGE .THORHNMAFA2E43 ¥§ P-§ & C.RyE. T/EXCLUSEUE; m{/ms om.w;s' |
SIBILITIES WITHUT INTERIW WERGERS, AMALGAWATION, R NAME -~ -

CHANGE . FOR: AXIV ‘CORPS
& :6TSY:: accoxozmw, cbﬁusmcvl HAS APPROVED: THE- F{JLLD@IN:

A~ XX1Y: CORPS, 1S '10 ;ASSDYE " A & RESPONSIBILITIES “FRaN,
11T MAF:ON 9PARCH 1970, AT, WHICHK TIME: 111/ MAF- WiILL -
‘comw UNDER, THE G?Eimnmﬂ. CORTROL. OF XXIV .CORPSs

ToBu, “THES Rsvzﬁ’sz: FRENT RELATI GNSHIR: .
© By MR IIT AR ¢SCALED: now 38 30 REMAIN -T0. HADLE
SERVICE:MATIERS Al mzu PHASE: OUT " aS-THE - (BT MARLME
 DIVISTONIMAW.-IMINUSY Y5 REDEPLOYED, .
.. THERE .I5: w -BE. SEPHOPRIAIE USOC REPRESE RTATION WITH
© H@ XX1V CORPS-GNY HioTHE SUPPORT LEVEL 1S REACHED,
g e & 5 150 v:sun I2ED. THETSTHE FUNCTEON OF."CG, 111 WAR
. CAN:BE: PERFORMED .1
OF_CC, /5T MARDIY
A7 CUY: REQUE’S'[ THAT.- naﬁum Mn coonamnumwm GEN .

© ZN1S.BASED  UPON THE FOREGOING:BE (INITIATED WITHOUT DELAY;

SHIFE IN CONMAND TAKE PLACE. QR 9 MARCH -1:970; AND THAT
COMUSMAGY. BE:: KEPT mtonmza QF PRGBRESS peY THE g n‘rsﬂme
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5, “THE. PROPUSAL: 1t "PARD. 35D CAME. AS ‘A: SURPRISES GDOR
RECEPT' GF -THE: ABOVE JESHAGE Y “PROVED. TOWNSEAD s HE Iie -

FORVED 49 ‘THAT -PARA 3 HAD -BEEN TRAUSUITTED  T0 JCS.AND

CINCPAC AB 'SS_TRUGM&JS YHIGH HAVE BEEN.1SSUED TO-KXIV
CORPS: AND. TIL:NAF ‘FORINPLEMENTATT 0o T POYHTED-"QUT “THE -
PROBLEMS WHICH SUBPARYH /%, WOULD: CREATE . HE, STATED ‘THAT: HE_

‘CONPLETELY. MESSED THIS: AUD;THAT - W HATEVER ARRANCEMENTS 'Y

tANT . WODLD 'BE" MBREMBLE JO MW, IN VIEW OF  SENTORITY,»1
SUGGESTED THAT, “IF, CHCAPPROVES, BOYMAN 1S THE LOGICAL
"N FOR-CETIT: “HAF AND DEPUTY: CG XXIV-CORPS;, -HE THEN
szgrzg THAT. WHATEVER “ZAIS: mm A uonx oUT: wﬂuw E SAT«
ISFAG GRY@ ‘
3o T TALKED TO:ZAYS: Mowas LHFO Awnsssm oN. THE 4BOVE
massae'«.«:o T HE: sxazzﬁ Tﬂs‘i’ Rﬁmza THARHAVINE 66 18T, MAR
DIV-DOUBLE. “HAY: 1 A% HE WOULDTRECOMME KD BOWMAN.
AS €6 111 MAF piD” uzrﬂwm XRXV -CORPS o -HE ' WILL: TRANSHIT .
“HIS: nscowmzmﬁxeus “TO! MES {FORFURTHER “ZRANSMILTAL - 0

18 PROP@“EB ‘THAT Y ERFORI. comsmcv OF - THE..,PROBLENS

'_conu ..
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. 1, REF A CONTAINS IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE
| TRANSFER OF I CORPS AREA RESPONSIRILITIES FROM III MAF
i T0 XXI1v CORPS,
| o, PARA 3.0 OF REF A VISUALIZES THAT THE FUNCTION OF CG
| 111 mAF cAN RE PERFORMED IN THE INTERIM AS AN ADDITIONAL.
. DUTY OF cp 1ST mARDIV. AS I INFORMED CARTER TOWNSEND YESTERDAY,
' TH1S POSES SEVERAL PROBLEMS, FIRST, INCUMBENT CG 1ST
MABRGIYV IS THE JUNIOR MARINE MGEN IX III MAF, SECOND, IN
. YIE% OF mANY PnOBLEMS ASSOCIATED yITH FORTHCOMING REDE-
PLOYMENT OF DIVISION AND WING, CONCURRENT WITH THEIR
MAINTAINING AN OPERATIONAL POSTURE A4S LONG AS POSSIBLE,
1 nELICVE IT PRUDENT 80T TO DOUBLE-HAT EITHER OF THESE
OrrANDERS, From A PRACTICAL STANDPGINT IT %OULD BE FAR
RETTER IF THE COMMANDER OF III MAF WERE DISTINCT AND ALSO
SEQUE AS nEPYTY COMMANDER XXIV CORPS.
3, 1 ‘HAVE pEEN INFORMED THAT CNMC INTENDS TO IOMINATE
AN OFFICEn JUNIOR TO MEL ZAIS AND OTHER THAYW MGEN BOWMAN
FOor nUTY AS THREE.STAR COMMANDER oF III MAF. I AM TOLD
THIS PoSITION WILL BE MADE Kuown 16 cxvcpac, iIF 1T HA'S
NOT ALoEARY REEN DONE,
a, RECETVED MEL ZAIS® commEMTS TODAY . IN REGARD TO PARA
3.y, HE STATES IT coulD WORK BuT BELIEVES IT MORE APPRO «
P?IATE For THE FyncCTIONS OF Cg III MAF TO BE PERFORMED
ay GTHER THAN Ce 1ST MARDIV CONSIDERING THE SIZE OF THE
nivISion, ApmIn, LOGISTIC AND RED?PLOYMENT DUTIES, AND i
| THE TacTical SituaTlon, |
5, PLeMuINg IS pyunERwWAY FOR THE TRANSFER OF AREA RE-
SPDMSIRILITIES To XXIV cOwPS, PLANNING GROUPS FRON THE
RESPECTIVE STAFFS MAVE REEW FORFED MY GUIDANCE T0 THE
111 MAF STAFF IS THAT PRIMARY CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE
fIVEN To THE mAINTENANCE OF OPLRATIONAL CoNTINUITY
THROUrHO UT THE CHANGEQVER,
5. 1 NOTE THAT THE IwPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS ARE CLAS-
SIFIEn TOP SECRET, IN ORDER TG AVOID ANY ERRONEOUS CON-
rLUSIONS Of THE ParT OF .THE PRESS WHI MIGHT BE TEMPTED
To TIE THE SHIFT IN WITH FURTHER REDEPLOYMERNTS, IT MIGHT
RE PoUNENT TO HAVE mMACCCI FREPARE AN APPROPRIATE PRESS
RELEASE »04W TO PREVENT RUMORS, FURTHER, I BELIEVE I
SHOULD INFORM GEMERAL Lam OF BUR PLANS EARLY WA RM
' nE(‘AnﬂS .
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