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OTTTZYUW RHMNAFA0180
ZNY TTTTT
0 0208102 FEB 70
FM ce III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
IOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) SECTION ONE OF TWO
FORCE PLANNING
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM COMUS-
MACV.
QUOTE
(COMUSMACV CITE 1517 DTG 011052Z FEB 70 (TS)
0 011052Z ZYH ZFF- 6 ZFF-3
FM GENERAL ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON
TO GENERAL BROWN CMDR 7TH AF TSN
LTG MILDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH
VADM ZUMALI COMNAVFORV SAIGON
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II FFORCEV LONG BINK
INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU. BAL

PAGE TWO RHMGAFA0180 ICOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
MG MCCO, CG DMAC CAN TNO
ZEM

0OPSECRET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY NAC 1917 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: FORCE PLANNING (U)
1. (IS) AS THE PRESENT PHASE 3 US TROOP. REDEPLOYMENT PROCEEDS,
PLANNING FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE US REDEPLOYMENTS AFTER 15 APRIL IS
TO BE CONSIDERED. 17 IS TOO SOON TO SAY H O: MANY TROOPS AND
WHEN, BUT THE FOLLOWING OUTLINE STRATEGY FOR 1970 WHICH HAS BEEN
PREPARED BY THE MACV STAFF IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.

A. ASSUMPTIONS:
(1) PACIFICATION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT MOMENTUM WILL BE

MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT 1970, WITH MAJOR PROGRESS MADE IN CONS a.1-
DATING BINK DUONG, LONG AN, BINH DINH, QUANG TIN AND QUANG NGAI
PROVINCES.

(2) THE ENEMY THREAT WILL NOT INCREASE AND THERE WILL
BE NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE ENEMY SITUATION FROM THE PRESENT.

(3) VIETNAMIZATION OF THE HIGHLANDS WILL BE SUCCESSFUL.
(4) RVWAF WILL BE ABLE TO COPE WITH ENEMY INITIATIVES

IN THE HI GHLANDS, IN THE BORDER AREAS OF III CTZ AND IN THE DELTA.
(5) RVNAF WILL CONTINUE TO INPROVE QUALITATIVELY. THE

PAGE / OF 4 PAGES
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/ PAGE l'HREE RHMMAneiSe ! 0 P S E CR"F:';r /SPECi" :m:LIj~Tjl: "GR ~ 

RVNI:,F' R£GUi.AR FORGE snwctum~: ~ln.t rJC1\,CHtHl;,;g S:'~tHn~":Gt~;:n.Y tHTH , . 
/ THE:: EXCEP'nON OF 11f(nC~S 'THIDD SHIG,AD!!:' "C3 B.4T'L~t:;:C;N~-;; In::::m·( SHOOLD <, 
'/ COMPLE.TE rHAINING EV aiUNE 1 ~YHh . ". "-

. (6), THE RVU WIU. H,\JE COW'fUlUEP'·''POLZTIC{'.L STt\BH.l'::V.. , 
'/ B. FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED II· -;;:. . "-

/ 
(I) XXIV COHPS ""ILL ASSUfllZ RES~CNSXB!L'!:TY ron ustr~,l "-

OPERA!! 005 1 N I CTZ OtJ 9 ftiARCH 1970. ,. . , 
/ (2) HQ III MAF WILL BE REDEP1..0YED.l.'l!TH THE BlJl.l{ f!' 'HtE ,"-
'/ MARINES DURING PHASE iJ. . -. . "-

(3) RVNAF WILL ASSUME RESPONSIB-ILI'fY Fon thE HHn~ .. ANDS '- ' 
'/ IfJMARCHQ . .', . ' .•.. " 
'/ (4) THE 47TH REGIMENT NILL BE ·~lQV.En' To'nm HJGHlAm)S ~ 

AND BE PLACED UNDr~R 'H!1t, CON1'ROt. OF' tHE '~2D S'fZ~ '- ' 
'/ (5) THE .4TH US li~F DIV (c) w'lr.L DIS,PLACE EAST TO Ct11'1? ' "-
'/ RADCLIFF TURNING OVER CAMP ENARI M~J;)" SQr~E OF THEIR l:JESTEHN FIRE " 

SUPPORT BASES I N THE ~J) srz TO RVNM'\PAR1' OF CMfP E Nl'IR I MAY " . 
'/ HAVE TO BE RAZED.. . ' . . . "-
'/ (6) THE JGS WOULD LI1(E TO SEE .'HiE' COMBHlED E?FOHl IN ~ 

SINH DINH PRoviNCE: INVOLVING THE 173'D' "ABN BRIGADE: i~ND M~VN ~ 
::; CO!ITI NUED. " :,~ : "\ 

'/ ~, '~', " 
,
':; PAGE FOUR RNIYJMAFA0180 TOP SEC ~: i!';:r/S?Ee~\:f n~CLus:n:E ron ~"-

. 'Co DISCUSSIOth -' : . 
CD IF THE P.SSUf!1P'tlONS LISTED As·eVE tftO:'E:fIIM .. :l,Z:t" f\ ND BY 

'/ CAREFULLY ASSESS! ~~G Th't SITUATION AS WE· 'GO ALOM~ b' n' [fl!GHT WELL " 
BE POSSIBLE TO REDEPLOY 15as 00'0 us TROOPS FHOl:} VIE'.fNAf.l HI 19700 , 

'/ 11-'£ REDEPLOYMENT OF 100,000 ADD·IllOOA1:; TROOPS Af:'lER 15 APRIl. "-
'/ COULD OCCUR AS OUlLl NED 1 N SUBSEQUE-NT: PARAGRf.\P}IS rQG£:!HER '~ITH ,,"-

CERTAHI RiADJUStMEtrIS THAT MAY MAV~;' TO TAKE Pt.~CE 0 

'/ (2) 1 eTZ: ", .'. ~ : , 
'/ (A) IN QUANG DA STZ, THE eOManJED EF'FORTfi t:F rUE "-

'1ST ARVN REGT t THE 1ST MARINE DIVISIQN'lHvD THE ROJ, fli14RINE alE, '\. 
'/ ALONG ~IITH PROGRESS IN ,PAC!FICATION,-,wOlJtD P£RtrlIT CONSIDERlt~G ,"-
'/ tHE REDEP1.0YMENT· OF ALI. But ONE RLl OF ~UI filA!'" ANI> THE Pal( OF , '\ 

NSA DANIlNG BETWEEN APR"AUG 1910. '~.'... " ' 
'/ (8) TO FILL THE GAP IT M~y·'BE NECESSARY FOR tHE JGS "-
'/ TO REINFORCE QUANG DA srz WItH A, BRIGADE FROtt} THE RVNAf' RESERVE. ,,~ 

THE JGS IS CONSIDERING MOVING THE NEw,~VNrilC BRIGADE TO QUANG NAM 

,
'// WHEN IT COMPLEtES fRAt NING, ABout 'JU.NE,'191ca'o Pl.ACUJG THE 51ST: '-

REGIMENT, 1)£ MARUiE BRIGADE AND' POSSl.91.,Y A RANGER GROUP UNDER . " 

'/ THD CONTRO~C~F 1'~~o3~:frl~r~~ ~~r;t~A~T~u~~r~~O I ~EiN~T~OWSIOERED 0 " 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0180 I 0 E C R E:T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
RVNAF REGULAR FORCE STRUCTURE WILL NOT CHANGE SIGNIFICANTLY WITH
THE EXCEPTION OF VNMC'S THIRD BRIGADE (3 BATTALIONSD WHICH SHOULD
COMPLETE TRAINING BY JUNE 1970.

(6) THE RVN WILL HAVE CONTINUED POLITICAL STABILITY.
B. FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED:-

(1) XXIV CORPS WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR US/PV
OPERATIONS IN I CTZ ON 9 MARCH 1970.

(2) HQ III MAF WILL BE REDEPLOYED WITH THE BILK E THE
MARINES DURING PHASE 4.

(3) RVNAF WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HIGHLANDS
IN MARCH.

(4) THE 47TH REGIMENT WILL BE MOVED TO THE HIGHLANDS
AND BE PLACED UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE 42D STZ.

(5) THE 4TH US INF DIV (-) WILL DISPLACE EAST TO CAMP
RADCLIFF TURNING OVER CAMP ENARI AND SOME OF THEIR WESTERN FIRE
SUPPORT BASES IN THE 4D STZ TO RVNAF. PART OF CAMP ENARI MAY
HAVE TO BE RAZED.

(6) THE JGS WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE COMBINED EFFORT IN
BINH DINH PROVINCE INVOLVING THE 173D ABN BRIGADE AND ARVN
CONTINUED.

PAGE FOUR RNMMAFA0180 TOPSEC R: E T/SPECIT EXCLUSIVE FOR
C. DISCUSSION:

(1) IF THE ASSUMPTIONS LISTED ABOVE MATERIALIZE. AND BY
CAREFULLY ASSESSING THE SITUATION AS WE GO ALONG IT MIGHT WELL
BE POSSIBLE TO REDEPLOY 150,000 US TROOPS FROM VIETNAM IN 1970.
THE REDEPLOYMENT OF 100,000 ADDITIONAL TROOPS AFTER 15 APRIL
COULD OCCUR AS OUTLINED IN SUBSEQUENT PARAGRAPHS TOGETHER WITH
CERTAIN READJUSTMENTS THAT MAY HAVE: TO TAKE PLACE.

(2) I CTZ:
(A) IN QUANG DA STZ, THE COMBINED EFFORTS OF THE

51ST ARVN REGT, THE !ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE ROK MARINE EDE,
ALONG WITH PROGRESS IN PACIFICATIONWOULD PERMIT CONSIDERING
THE REDEPLOYMENT OF ALL BUT ONE RLT OF III MAF AND THE BULK OF
NSA DANANG BETWEEN APR-AUG 1970.

(B) TO FILL THE GAP IT MAY NECESSARY FOR THE JGS
TO REINFORCE QUANG DA ST2 WITH A BRIGADE FROM THE RVNAF RESERVE.
THE JGS IS CONSIDERING MOVING THE NEW VNMC BRIGADE TO QUANG NAM
WHEN IT COMPLETES TRAINING, ABOUT JUNE. 1970. PLACING THE 51ST
REGIMENT, THE MARINE BRIGADE AND POSSIBLY A RANGER GROUP UNDER
THD CONTROL OF THE COMMANDER, QUANG DA STZ IS ALSO BEING CONSIDERED.

(C) TURNOVER OF THE LOGISTICAL FUNCTION IN I CTZ

PAGE 2 OF 4 PAGES
N
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA0186 I 0 F S C SYSPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
FROM NSA DANANG TO THE US ARMY IS REQUIRED AT AN EARLY DATE TO
PERMIT NSA DANANG TO DISENGAGE AND REDEPLOY DURING PHASE 4.

(D) AS SECURITY N S OUTNERN'T CORPS EMPROVES THE
23D US DIV MAY BE CONSIDERED FOR REDEPLOYMENT BETWEEN SEP-DEC
1970. THIS WILL REQUIRE PLANS FOR RAPID REINFORCEMENT OF I GTZ
WITH RVNAF UNITS FROM III CTZ AND MAY REQUIRE A us PARGADE TO
MOVE SOUTH OF THE HAI VAN PASS.

(E) SUPPORT FOR ROK MARINES WILL HAVE TO BE PROVIDED
BY THE US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, DANANG WITH MARINE PECULIAR
ITEMS COMING FROM OKINAWA.

(3) 11 CTZ:
(A) AS VIETNAMIZATION OF THE HIGHLAMP PROCIDES

SUCCESSFULLY AND THE SECURITY AND PACIFICATION IN BINK DINH
IMPROVES, CONSIDERATION CAN BE GIVEN TO REDEPLOYING THE: REMAINDER
OF THE 4TH US INF DIV BETWEEN AUG-OCT 1.970.

(B) THE 42D STZ SHOULD EVENTUALLY BE CONSOLIDATED
ITH THE 22D DTZ AND THE 22D ARVN DIV ORGANIZED IS A FOUR
REGIMENT DIVISION.

(C) FLANS ARE REQUIRED TO CONSOLIDATE US BASES IN
II CTZ AS US FORCES THIN OUT, TO ECONOMIZE ON SECURITY AND

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA0180 T OPSECRE TYSPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
LOGISTICAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS.

(4) III CTZ:
(A) AFTER THE SW MONSOON STARTS, THE SITUATION SHOULD

PERMIT REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 199TH LT INF BDE BETWEEN MAY-AUG 1970.
(B) CONTINUED PROGRESS IN LONG AN PROVINCE MAY PERMIT

REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D BDE, 9TH US INF DIV BETWEEN AUG-NOV 1970.
(C) RANGER UNITS FROM THE CAPITAL MILITARY DISTRICT

COULD REINFORCE THE RF/PF IN LONG All PROVINCE ALLONG T12 EASTERN
REACHES OF THE PLAIN OF REEDS.

(D) AS THE 199TH BDE AND THE 3D EDE, 9TH INF DIV
ARE REDEPLOYED, THE 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT AND THE 25TH US
INFANTRY DIVISION MAY HAVE TO BE SHIFTED TO COVER THE GAPS.

(E) EFFORTS SHOULD CONTINUE TO MOVE THE 5TH AND 25TH
ARVN DIVISIONS OUT TOWARD THE BORDER.

(5) IV CTZ: NO ADJUSTMENTS ARE: RECOMMENDED IN IV CTZ AT
THIS TIME. THE 9TH ARVN DIVISION SHOULD RETAIN ITS MOBILE POSTURE
WITH A CAPABILITY TO REACT TO ENEMY INITIATIVES ANYWHERE IN THE
DELTA. AS THE ENEMY WINTER-SPRING OFFENSIVE DEVELOPS, IV CORPS
MAY REQUIRE REINFORCEMENT WITH RVNAF UNITS FROM III CTZ.

(6) AIR SUPPORT: ATTACK/FIGHTER SQUADRONS WILL BE
BT
0180
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'/ D. CONCLUSIONSs " ~" 
(l) BY TAKING FUL.L. ADVANTAGE tJY.':MAXIMut1j COMBAT POJJER 

'/ WHILE IT IS AVAILABLE DURING"THE ~lIJfrER, SPRING ~ AND EARLY 
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AND STILL MEET THE ANTICIPATED ENEMY-INIT1ATIVES BY MAINTAINING 
'/ FLEXIBILITY AND THE ABILITY TO SHIFt fORCPS AS REQUIRED .. 
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'/ PAGE 'two RHMC1AFA0206 TOP SEC R E"l/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR ,,~ 
'/ (2) PLANS MUST BE PREPARED FOR,:niE READJUSTMENT Cf., 
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'/ ,IN REGARD' ,to 1HI ABOVE· FOR INCLUSION NJ' WR MESSAG1! TO . "\ 

COMUSM"CV DUE: 0 N 1 FEBRUARY. ': "- '" . 
'/ 3. IT APPEARS THAt, 1m: In'JE FRAME 15 'APRIL .. 1-5 AU GUST "\ 
'/ FOR PHASE IV IS BECOOHIG Ft'Rr~ER .AS 'T:lME GOES ON AND 'tHAT "'-

THERE MIGHT £VEN8E AN EFFORT TO ·CQJIiPRESS THE TU1E. ! ' '" . 
'/ SUGGEST IT WOULD 'BE PRUDENT TO 'BEGttt:-EXA~lINING SHIPPltm \.." 
'/ AVAILABILITY NOW 'IN VIEW OF THE I'MPAC!- ON CUR F.ORCES. "\ 
'/ :~~~ REGARDS. . .... ~- -:;' : . 0 
'/ BT "-

0206 .. ~ 
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TOP SECRET

OTTIZYUW RHMMAFA0206 0330810-TTIT--RUHHFMA
ZNY TITTT
0 022810Z FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
T o E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) FINAL SECTION OF TWO
LOST WHEN THE BULK OF III MAF REDEPLOYS. MOST OF THE MARINE
AIR SORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING THE PRESENT LAOTIAN DRY
SEASON WITH REDEPLOYMENT OF THE MAJOR PORTION OF MARINE AIR
DELAYED UNTIL THE WET SEASON WHEN REQUIREMENTS ARE EXPECTED

TO DROP SOMEWHAT. BEYOND 15 APRIL: NO FUTHER REDEPLOYMENT
OF AIR FORCE COMBAT STRENGTH IS PLANNED IN 1970.

D. CONCLUSIONS:
(1) BY TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF MAXIMUM COMBAT POWER

WHILE IT IS AVAILABLE DURING THE WINTER, SPRING, AND EARLY
SUMMER, REDEPLOYMENT OF US FORCES MAY BE CONTINUED DURING 1970
AND STILL MEET THE ANTICIPATED ENEMY INITIATIVES BY MAINTAINING
FLEXIBILITY AND THE ABILITY TO SKIFT FORCDS AS REQUIRED.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0206 T OPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
(2) PLANS MUST BE PREPARED FOR THE READJUSTMENT OF

RVNAF AND US FORCES AS REDEPLOYMENTS CONTINUE BE YOND 15 APRIL
1970. THE LONG LEAD TIME REQUIRED FOR TURN-OVER OF CERTAIN
FACILITIES AND THE MOVEMENT OF HEADQUARTERS REQUIRES PLANS TO
BE APPROVED AND EXECUDED EARLY SO THAT PACIFICATION AND VIET-
NAMIZATION MOMENTUM CAN BE MAINIAINED THROUGHOUT 1970.
2. (U) YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON TH FOREGOING ARE REQUESTED
BY 7 FEBRUARY 1970.
GP-4
UNQUOTE
2. REQUEST ANY COMMENTS OR RECOMMENDATIONS YOU MAY HAVE
IN REGARD TO THE ABOVE FOR INCLUSION IN OUR MESSAGE TO
COMUSMACV DUE ON 7 FEBRUARY.
3. IT APPEARS THAT THE TIME FRAME 15 APRIL a 15 AU GUST
FOR PHASE IV IS BECOMING FIRMER AS TIME GOES ON AND THAT
THERE MIGHT EVEN BE AN EFFORT TO COMPRESS THE TIME. I

SUGGEST IT WOULD BE PR UDE NT TO BEGIN EXAMINING SHIPPING
AVAILABILITY NOW IN VIEW OF THE IMPACT ON CUR FORCES.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2206
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/TOP SECRET

PTTIZYUW RMMNAFA0199
ZNY TTTTT
P 0212562 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHBFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
TOPSECR T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR BOEN WILSON FROM
BGEN DULACKI MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FORCE PLANNING (u)
A. CG PMFPAC 502121Z JAN 76
B. ce 111 MAF 318530Z JAN 70 (PASEP)
1. COMMENTS CONTAINED REFERENCE A REGARDING THE PROBLEM OF PROGRAM 3
SPACES AND M/L REDUCTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH PHASE LII REDEPLOYMENTS AND
THE POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS THEREFORE HAVE BEEN REVIVED.
2. SINCE COMUSMACV HAS APPROVED TURNOVER OF ICTZ SECURITY FUNCTIONS,
ACTION HAS BEEN INITIATED BY REF B TO TRANSFER 10 THE ARMY BY 1 MARCH
1970 RESPONSI BILITY FOR THE SECURITY OF THOSE AREAS LOCATED IN THE
XXIV CORPS AND AMERICAL AO'S. THE REMAINDER OF THE SECURITY RESPON-
SIBILITY IN HOZ AN AND DANANG IS BEING WORKED OUT BETWEEN III MAF AND
DSA I CORPS. THUS, AT THIS TIME DELETE ON FROM THE FORCE STRUCTURE OF
129 SPACES FOR 10TZ SECURITY APPEARS TO BE THE 2:st SOLUTION TO THE
PROBLEM. THE ADDITIONAL 35 SPACES ARE TO COME FROM H&S 00 III MAF

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0199 I 0 P SECRE TYSPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO
AS YOU SUGGESTED.
3. M/L REDUCTI ONS TO ACCOMPANY THE ABOVE (185 GRADES AND SKILLS)
WILL BE SUBMITTED SHORTLY. THESE WILL BE COMPRISED OF 129 1012
SECURITY, 6 FIRST NARDIV AND 50 H&S- CO III MAF. AT THIS POINT
IN PLANNING IT DOES NOT APPEAR PRUDENT TO IDENTIFY ALL 185 M/L
REDUCTI ONS FROM THIS HEADQUARTERS.
do A PROGRAM 8 CHANGE TO ACCOMPLISH THE ABOVE IS BEING PREPARED
AT THIS TIME FOR SUBMISSI ON TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR APPROVAL.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0199
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TOP SEC RET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY MAC 1517 EYES ONLY 
SUBJ: FOR CE PLA NN I NG (U) 
1. (TS) AS THE PRESENT PHASE 3 US TROOP REDEPLOYMENT ffiOCEEDS; 

R..ANNING FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE US REDEPLOY MENTS AFTER 15 APRIL IS 
TO BE CONSIDERED. IT IS TOO SOON TO SAY HOW i'lANY TROOPS AND 
WHEN, BUT THE FOLLOWING OUTLINE STRATEGY FOR 1970 WHICH HAS BEEN 
FREPARED BY THE MACV STAFF' IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR CONSIDERATIONM 

A. ASSU~1PT IONS: 
(;) PACIFICATION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT MOMENTUM WILL BE 

rt'AINTAINED THROUGHOUT 1970, WITH MAJOR PROGRESS MADE IN CONSOLI­
DATING SINH DUONG) LONG AN, SINH UINH QUANG TIN AND QUANG NGAI 
ffiOVINCES. 

(2) THE ENE[1Y THREAT WILL NOT INCREASE AND THERE WILL 
E£ NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE ENEMY SITUATION FROM THE PRESENT. 

(3) VIETNAMIZATION OF THE HIGHLANDS WILL BE SUCCESSFUL. 
(4) RVNAF WILL BE ABLE TO COPE WITH ENEMY INITIATIVES 

IN THE HIGHLANDS, IN THE BORDER AREAS OF III CT Z AND IN THE DELTA. 
(5) RVNAF WILL CONTINUE TO INPROVE QUALITATIVELY. THE 

RVNAF REGULAR FORCE STRUCTURE WILL NOT CHANGE SIGNIFICANTLY WITH 
THE EXCEPTION OF VNMC'S THIRD BRIGADE (3 BATTALIONS) HICH SHOULD 
CXlMPLETE TR AINING SY JUNE 1970. ' 

(5) THE RVN WILL HAVE CONTINUED POLITICAL STABILITY. 
B. FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED: 

(1) XXIV CORPS WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR US/FW 
OPERATIONS IN I CT Z ON 9 MARCH 1970. 

(2) HQ III MAF WILL BE REDEPLOYED\JITH THE BULK OF THE 
MAR INES DUR ING PHASE 4. 

(3) RVNAF WILL ASSU~lE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HIGHLANDS 
IN MAR CH. 

(4) THE 47TH REGIMENT~LL BE MOVED TO THE HIGHLANDS 
AND BE PL ACED UNDER THE CONTR OL OF THE 42D SIZ. 

(5) THE 4TH US INF DIV (-)IJ!LL DISPLACE EAST TO CAMP 
RADeL I FF T UR N ING OVER CAMP E NAR I AND SOME OF T HEIR WE STER Ii FIRE 
S]PPORT BASES IN THE 4D STZ TO RVNAF. PART OF CAMP ENARI MAY 
•• to _ IA:D. 

{Q t. "" VOII\..P- L IIE TO SEE T" CGIIl.D "'Gn _ .. a.". 1. .,. au ... __ •• 
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CEORETLTG MILDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH
VADM ZUMALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG

RECEILTG CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II FFORCEV LONG BINH 2, A
INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV COR PS PHU BAI
MG MCCO, :& DMAC CAN THO
ZEM
TOPSECRET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY MAC 1517 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: FORCE PLANNING (U)
1. (TS) AS THE PRESENT PHASE 3 US TROOP REDEPLOYMENT PROCEEDS
PLANNING FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE US REDEPLOY MENTS AFTER 15 APRIL IS
TO BE CONSIDERED. IT IS TOO SOON TO SAY HOW MANY TROOPS AND
WHEN, BUT THE FOLLOWING OUTLINE STRATEGY FOR 1970 WHICH HAS BEEN
PREPARED BY THE MACV STAFF IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR CONSIDERATIONM

A. ASSUMPTIONS :
() PACIFICATION AND R UR AL DEVELOPMENT MOMENTUM WILL BE

MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT 1972, WITH MAJOR PR OGRESS MADE IN CONSOLI-
DATING BINH DUONG, LONG AN, BINH DINH QUANG TIN AND QUA NG NGAI
PROVINCES.

(2) THE ENEMY THREAT WILL NOT INCREASE AND THERE WILL
BE NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE ENEMY SITUATION FROM THE PRESENT .

(3) VIETNAMIZATION OF THE HIGHLANDS WILL BE SUCCESSFUL.
(4) RVNAF WILL BE ABLE TO COPE WITH ENEMY INITIATIVES

IN THE HIGHLANDS, IN THE BORDER AREAS OF III CT Z AND IN THE DELITA.
(5) RVNAF WILL CONTINUE TO INPROVE QUALITATIVELY. THE

RV NA F REGULAR FORCE STRUCTURE WILL NOT CHANGE SIGNIFICANTLY WITH
THE EXCEPT I ON OF VNMC'S THIRD BRIGADE (3 BATTALIONS) HICH SHOULD
COMPLETE TR AINING BY JUNE 1970.

(5) THE RVN WILL HAVE CONTINUED POLITICAL STABILITY.
B. FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED

(1) XXIV CORPS WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR US/FW
OPERATIONS IN I CT Z ON 9 MARCH 1970.

(2) HQ III MAF WILL BE REDEPLOYED WITH THE BULK OF THE
MARINES DURING PHASE 4.

(3) RV NA F WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HIGHLANDS
IN MARCH.

(4) THE 47TH REGIMENT VILL BE MOVED TO THE HIGHLANDS
AND BE PLACED UNDER THE CONTR OL OF THE 42D STZ.

(5) THE 4TH US INF DIV (-)WILL DISPLACE EA ST TO CAMP
RADCLIFF T URNING OVER CAMP ENARI AND SOME OF THEIR WESTERN FIRE
SUPPORT BASES IN THE 4D STZ TO RVNAF. PART OF CA MP ENARI MAY

TO
WOULD TO,IKE EFFORTSEE 11D

x-#1
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(1' I' •• 1.1.1.' LIllO ... 1Wt!ft-TALIZE , AND BY 

CARE "aarotl •• A.S WE: GO A LONG, IT MIGHT WELL 
BE M 1'50,000 US TROOPS FROM VIETNAM IN 19713. 
THE OF 100,000 ADDITIONAL TROOPS AFTER 15 APRIL 
COULD OCCUR AS OUTLINED IN SUBSEQUENT PARAGRAPHS TOGETHER WITH 
CERTAIN READJUST MENTS THAT MAY HAVE TO TAKE PLACE. 

(2) I CTZ: 
<A) IN QUA NG D A ST Z, THE COMBI NED EFFORT S OF THE 

51ST ARVN REGT, THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE ROK MARINE BDE 
ALONG WITH PROGRESS IN PACIFICATION WOULD PERMIT CONSIDERING 
THE REDEPLOYf'1ENT OF ALL BUT ONE RLT OF II I MAl' AND THE BULK OF 
NSA DANANG BETWEEN APR-AUG 1970. 

(B) TO fILL THE GAP IT MAY BE NDCESSARY FOR THE JGS 
10 hE1~FORCEQUANG DAS! Z WnH l-f BR IGADE ~ --HE-- f(VNAF RESERVE: 
THE JGS I S CO NS IDER ING M OV IN THE ' VNMC Bf( lGADE TO QUANG NAM 
WHEN IT COMPLETES TRAINING, BOUT J NE 197 NG THE 51ST 
REGIMENT, THE MARINE BRIGADE AND POSSI A RANGER GROUP UNDER 
THD CONTROL OF THE COMMANDER, QUANG DA STZ IS ALSO BEING CONSIDERED. 

(C) TURNOVER OF THE LOG I 51 lCAL FUNCI 10 N I N I eTZ 
mOM NSA DANANG TO THE US ARMY IS RcQUIRE.i.l AT AN EARLY DATE TO 
ffiR[~lT NSA DANANG TO DISENGAGE ANI.i REUl!:PLOY UUHING PHASl!. 4. 

(DL AS SECUR,ITY IN sout HER N I COO PS IMPROVE S 1 THE 
230 US DIV MAY BE CONSIDERED FOR REDEPLOYr~ENT BETWEEN SEP-DEC 
197 0. T HI SWILL REQUIRE PLA NS 1'00 RAP ID REI NFOR CEME NT OF I CTZ 

WITH RVNAF UNITS FROM III CTZ AND MAY REQUIRE A us BRIGADE TO 
ttOVE SOUTH OF THE HA I VA N PA-SS. 

(E) SUPPORT FOR ROK MARINES WILL HAVE TO BE PROVIDED 
BY T HE us AR MY SUPPORT COMMA ND , DA NA NG WITH MAR I NE PECUL IAR 
ITEMS COMING FR OM OKl NA 'lip.' 

(3) II CTZ: 
fA) AS V IETNAMIZAT ION Of T HE HIGHLANDS PROCEE DS 

9jCCESSFULLY AND THE SECURITY AN\1i I:>ACH'ICAIION iN Bl(~H DINH 
IMPROVES, CONSIDERATION CAN 81:: GIVi:!N TO Rl!.DEPLOYING THE REMAINDER 
OF THE 4TH US IN!' D IV BETWE.EN AUG -OCT L970. 

(B) THE 42D SIZ SHOULD EVE NT UALL Y BE CONSOL IDA TED 
85 5 3 22D DTZ AND THE 22 D ARVN DIV ORGANIZED AS A FOUR 
REGIMENT DIVISION. 

H (C) PLANS ARE _R l:.QIJl.akl..wj.O t,;QiiSllLJ.~.U. us BASiS II 
~~:.JI.' I;t: t ..... , ta iCO..-JU O' _.ITY •• _ 
~"" __ I_ •• '" ,', ,.,;.\', " 
, -.,'~-.'.' - ",' ;.~ .~..\~ .. , ,,-"'" .- - ..' , 
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C.
$ LISTED MATERIALIZE, AND BY

THE SITUATION AS WE GO A LONG, IT MIGHT WELLCARE
OY 150,000 US TR 00 PS FROM VIETNAM IN 1970.TOBE P

THE R POYMENT OF 100,000 ADDITIONAL TR 00 PS AFTER 15 APRIL
COULD OCCUR AS OUTLINED IN SUBSEQUE NT PARAGRAPHS TOGETHER WITH
CERTAIN READJUST MENTS THAT MAY HAVE TO TAKE PLACE.

(2) I CTZ:
(A) IN QUANG DA STZ, THE COMBINED EFFORTS OF THE

51ST ARVN REGT, THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE ROK MARINE BDE
ALONG WITH PR OGRESS IN PACIFICATION WOULD PERMIT CONSIDERING
THE REDEPLOYMENT OF ALL BUT ONE RLT OF III MAF AND THE BULK OF
NSA DANANG BETWEEN APR-AUG 1970.

(B) TO FILL THE GAP IT MAY BE NDCESSARY FOR THE JGS
TO REINFORCE QUANG DA ST Z WITH A BRIGADE FROM THE RVNAF RESERVE:
THE JGS IS CONSIDERING M OV ING THE NEW VNMC BRIGADE TO QUANG NAM
WHEN IT COMPLETES TRAINING, ABOUT JUNE 1970) PLACING THE 51ST
REGIMENT, THE MARINE BRIGADE AND POSSIBLY A RANGER GROUP UNDER
THD CONTROL OF THE COMMANDER , QUANG DA STZ IS AL SO BEING CONSIDERED.

(C) TURNOVER OF THE LOGISTICAL FUNCTION IN I CTZ
FROM NSA DANANG TO THE US ARMY IS REQUIRED AT AN EARLY DATE TO
PERMIT NSA DANANG TO DISENGAGE AND REDEPLOY DURING PHASE 4.

(DL AS SECURITY IN SOUTHERN I CORPS IMPROVES, THE
23D US DIV MAY BE CONSIDERED FOR REDEPLOYMENT BETWEEN SEP-DEC
1970. THIS WILL REQUIRE PLANS FOR RAPID REINFORCEMENT OF I CTZ
WITH RVNAF UNITS FROM III CTZ AND MAY REQUIRE A US BRIGADE TO
MOVE SOUTH OF THE HA I VAN PASS.

( E) SUPPORT FOR ROK MARINES WILL HAVE TO BE PROVIDED
BY THE US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, DANANG WITH MARINE PECULIAR
ITEMS COMING FROM OKINAWA.

(3) II CTZ:
(A) AS VIETNAMIZATION OF THE HIGHLANDS PROCEE DS

SUCCESSFULLY AND THE SECURITY AND PACIFICATION IN BINH DINH
IMPROVES, CONSIDERATION CA N BE GIVEN IO REDEPLOYING THE REMAINDER
OF THE 4TH US INF DIV BETWEEN AUG -OCT 1970.

(B) THE 42D STZ SHOULD EVENTUALLY BE CONSOLIDATED
85 5 3 22D DIZ AND THE 22 D ARVN DIV ORGANIZED AS A FOUR
REGIMENT DIVISION.

IN(C) PLANS ARE REQUIRED TO CONSOLIDATE US BASESH
ECONOMIZEour,THIN TOII CTZ

X-#2
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REDEPLOYMENT OF THE .?D BDE, 9TH US INF [JIV BETWEEN AUG- NOV 1970. 

(C) RANGER UNIT;:) FROM 1& CAPITAL MILITARY DISTRICT 
COULD REINFORCE THE RF/PF IN LONG AN PRO VINCt. ALONG IHi; E.ASlt.HN 
REACHES OF THE PLAIi~ Of hEt.lJS. 

[J) AS THE :99TH BiJE AND THE 3D BDE, 9TH INF DIV 
tHE REvE.PLOYED, THE 11TH ARMOH.u CAVALRY REGIMENT ANu THE 25TH US 
INFANTRY DIVISION MAY HAVE TO BE SHIFTED TO COVER THE GAPS. 

CE) EFFORTS SHOULD CONTINUE TO MOVE THE 5TH AND 25TH 
rRVN DIVISIONS OUT TOWARD THE BORDER. 

(5) IV CTZ: NO ADJUSTMENTS ARE RI:.:COMMENl)ED IN IV CTZ AT 
THIS TIME. THE 9TH ARVN DIVISION SHOULD RETAIN ITS MOB·ILE POSTillE 

'WITH A CAPABILITY TO REAcT-rOE'NEMY INIT IATIVFS AN'YWRE11E' rN THE 
DELTA. AS THE ENEMY WINTER-SPRING OFFENSIVE DEVELOPS, IV CORPS 

MAY REQUIRE REINFOR CEP1ENT WITH RVNAF' UNITS FROM III crz-
C:;) AIR SUPPORT: ATTACKI FIGHTER SQUADRONS W ILL BE 

LOST WHEN THE BULK OF III MAl' REDEPLOYS. MOST OF THE MARINE 
AIR SORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING Ti-iE PRESENT LAOTIAN DRY 
~ASON WITH REDEPLOY{~ENT OF THE MAJOR PORTION OF MARINE AIR 
DELAYED UNTIL THE WET SEASON WHEN REQUIRH1EHTS ARE EXPECTED 
TO DROP SO~1EWHAT. BEYOND 15 APRIL, NO FUTHER REDEPLOYMENT 
OF AIR FORCE COMBAT STRENGTH IS PLANNED IN 1970. 

D. CONCLUSIONS: 
CD BY TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF' r~AXIMUr~ COMBAT POWER 

WHILE IT IS AVAILABLE DURING THE WINTER, SPRING, AND EARLY 
SUMMER, REDEPLOYMENT OF US FOOCES [>'JAY BE CONTINUED DURING 1970 
AND STILL MEET THE ANTICIPATED ENEMY INITIATIVES BY MAINTAINING 
flEXIBILITY AND THE ABILITY TO SHIFT FORCDS AS REQUIRED. 

o PLA NS MUST BE PRE PARED FOR T HE READ JU STr1E NT OF 
RVNAF' AND US FORCES AS REDEPLOY MENTS CONTINUE BEYOND 15 APRIL 
1970. THE LONG LEAD TIME REQUIRED FOR TURN-OVER OF CERTAIN 
FACILIT-IES AND THE MOVEMENT OF HE.ADQUARTERS REQUIRES PLANS TO 
BE APPROVED AND EXECUOED EARL Y SO THAT PA CIFICATION AND VIET-
f+\MIZATION MOMENTUM CAN BE MAINIAINED THROUGHOUT 1970. 
2. (UL YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON THE FCREGOING ARE REQU~STED 
BY 7 fEBRUARY 1970. 
GP-4 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 
900 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

PROGRESS(

REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D BDE, 9TH US INF DIV BETWEEN AUG NOV 1970.
(C) RANGER UNITS FROM THE CAPITAL MILITARY DISTRICT

COULD REINFORCE THE RF/PF IN LONG AN PR O VINCE ALONG IHD EASTERN
REACHES OF THE PLAIN OF REEDS.

0) AS THE !99TH BDE AND THE 3D BDE, 9TH INF DIV
ARE REDEPLOYED, THE 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT AND THE 25TH US
INFANTRY DIVISION MAY HAVE TO BE SHIFTED TO COVER THE GAPS.

(E) EFFORTS SHOULD CONTINUE TO MOVE THE 5TH AND 25TH
ARVN DIVISIONS OUT TOWARD THE BORDER.

(5) IV CTZ: NO ADJUSTMENTS ARE RECOMMENDED IN IV CTZ AT
THIS TIME. THE 9TH ARVN DIVISION SHOULD RETAIN ITS MOBILE POSTURE
WITH A CAPABILIT Y TO REACT TO ENEMY INITIATIVES ANYWHERE IN THE
DELITA. AS THE ENEMY WINTER --SPRING OFFENSIVE DEVELOPS, IV CORPS
MAY REQUIRE REINFOR CEMENT WITH RVNAF UNITS FROM III CTZ.

(5) AIR SUPPORT: ATTACK/ FIGHTER SQUADRONS WILL BE
LOST WHEN THE BULK OF III MAF REDEPLOYS. MOST OF THE MARINE
AIR SORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING THE PRESENT LAOTIAN DRY
SEASON WITH REDEPLOYMENT OF THE MAJOR PORTION OF MARINE AIR
DELAYED UNT II THE WET SEASON WHEN REQUIREMENTS ARE EXPECTED
TO DROP SOMEWHAT. BE YOND 15 APRIL, NO FUTHER REDEPLOYMENT
OF AIR FORCE COMBAT STRENGTH IS PLANNED IN 1970.

D. CONCLUSIONS :
(1) BY TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF MAXIMUM COMBAT POWER

WHILE IT IS AVAILABLE DURING THE WINTER, SPRING, AND EARLY
SUMMER , REDEPLOYMENT OF US FORCES MAY BE CONTINUED DURING 1970
AND STILL MEET THE ANTICIPATED ENEMY INITIATIVES BY MAINTAINING
FLEXIBILITY AND THE ABILITY TO SHIFT FOR CD S AS REQUIRED.

() PLANS MUST BE PREPARED FOR THE READJUSTMENT OF
RV NAF AND US FORCES AS REDEPLOY MENTS CONTINUE BEYOND 15 APRIL
1970. THE LONG LEAD TIME REQUIRED FOR TURN-OVER OF CERTAIN
FACILITIES AND THE MOVEMENT OF HEADQUARTERS REQUIRES PLANS TO
BE APPROVED AND EXECUOED EARLY SO THAT PA CIFICATION AND VIET-
NAMIZATION MOMENTUM CAN BE MAINIAINED THROUGHOUT 1970.

STED2. (UL YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON THE FOREGOING ARE REQU
BY 7 FEBRUARY 1970.
GP -

SSO NOTE : DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUR S
900
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(- COMMENY/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE

OF3 COPIES RECE

1- INFORMATION
0105502 FEB 701- SIGNATURE COPY NO.

SUBJECTDATE
ROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL

IN OUT

FORCE PLANNING (U)I 2428CG
DCG

2/1 5C/S REMAS:

DC/S
DISPOSTION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
Retain for months.DSA ICTZ

3/1 L4xS/S Destroy after routing.
G-1
G-2

Section SignatureG-3
G-4
G-3 REMARKS This document my not beG-6 retained over night except as notedADJ is Force Order P5511.4AWARDS

The Regard of Disclosure most beCAP
signed by all persons sighting thisCHAP Desment.
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0100602 SEE 15
MAP

RUSE
MONTHWOR MORRING HOURED

(ID)

38 Ren YOUR

BARBAB
DANTER

PM BAR
3478 RARS ORIGINAL

CIDAuma
HRFS 223 DES SD

Re MAC JAN 78 (25)
C+ XSX MAY 2823508 JAN 70 (YE)

CRUY AS FOLLOWS1.
NOT & REGUESTED INFORMATION KIN STATUS OF BAK 30

PLANNESS FUTURE TROOP REDULLY

DUE MIS/SPROAN FORM
ANDREGISTERED X S ABe

REGARDERSMay200CO.
DEATH AND or GAPS DORARS AND AFTER PLASE 4

a HEF (i APPROVAL FOR .IF CONCERN WAXCH
WORLD PHASE OUT 3 GAGS DURING PLASE arrand INTERN NS AIII

WEREWORN OF ABOUT 635. THIS GAG WOULD BR 20 VISA

RLT CAPPRONXMATE STRENGTH 7,500) WHICH DEMAIL IN YES
RUN UNITED THE SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL LEVISL IS REALING THE
PERSONNEL STRENGTH OF THE CAG WOULD DK 20 ZEAT BY
210 RLT.
to (200) MARKNE HEAVY PHASE A FROOT
38 BURNER 10 THE CORRAINER is WIEH as 27 500 HES
2007 B. HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE JOS 200
THIS OPTIC RETAINS ONE (1) RLI 4305 SYSTEM Of 020824
NATELY 7,592 UNTIL SINE LINDER RB
REACHED. SUPPORT FOR THE ONE NOT 9013.3 PM
ENTIRELY BY THE ARMY LOGISTIC SYSTEM.
3st (25) THE AUTHONEZED STRENGTH OF us MAY AFTER 15 AREAL
1975 WILL BR ABOUT 41,700. 212 PLEASE a PACKAGE
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RHMMAFA0031 I 0 E #:T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
INCLUDES

FOR/PAGE THREE
AT THE 27 DEC WIEU AND PRESENTED TO THE JOS

WAS
OUTLINED

MARINES. COMPOSITION OF THE PHASE 4 PACKAGE,34,200
PRÉDICATED ON THE ABILITY TO RETAIN THREE (3) BRIGADES

DURING
of

(11) INFANTRY BATTALIONS FOR ANDONGER
SIGNIFICANT

TIMEELEVEN
THAN WOULD OTHERWISE BE POSSI E.E. any1970

IN MARINE STRENGTH OVER THE APPROXIMATELY 7,500INCREASE
PLANNING WOULD HAVE TO BE ARRANGED AS A

SUPPORT
TRADE-OFF

THE
USED FOR

NAVFORV ASSETS IN I CTZ WHICH PRINCIPALLY
OTHER

WITK
E.G., MOBILE CONSTRUCTI ON BATTALNOUS. THE

COMBAT
MARINES.

WOULD BE TO CUT INTO REMAINING U. S.
THE

ALTERNATIVE
STRENGTH WHICH WOULD DEFEAT THE PRUPOSE OF ADOPTING
MARINE

VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, THE RECOMMENDATIONS CON-
FOR

HEAVY OPTION,
4. (TS)

IN
IN

PARAGRAPHS 2A, B3 AND C OF REF C ARE APPROVED
CAG MAY

TAINED
PURPOSES. HOWEVER, THE STRENGTH OF THE 2DPLANNING

BE ADJUSTED IN LIGHT OF THE CONDITIONS ENCOUNTEREDHAVE
I
TO
CTZ AT THE TIME PHASE 4 IS EXECUTED AS WELL AS THE SIZE AND

THE
IN

TIMING OF THE PHASE 4 TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS
UNQUOTE
2. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0031
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