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A- 20. t/cG III MAF Ol0330Z FEB 70 (5) EYES 'ONLY 9; .. 1 
FROM CG III MAP TO SSO USARV INFO CG xxtv CORPS 
FOR LTGEN MILDREN INFO LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
TRANSFER' OF III MAF AUGMENTATION PERSONNEL 

A - 21. j'CG III MAP 0208142 FEB 70 (8) EYES ONLy' C!f~~ 
FOR LTGEN ZAIS, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN WHEELER, BGEN MULLER 
VISIT BY C0MUSMACV 

A- 22.// CG III MAP 030030Z FEB 70 (C) MeEO CJpw4 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTG~ NICKERSON 
LVTH-6 PLATOON ON LOAN TO 2D RORMC BDE (U) 

A - 23,V CG III MAF 030407Z FEB 70 (C) 0,-1 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
PHOTO MISSION SORTIE ASHAU VALLEY 

A - 24 '1/ CG I I I MAF 040350 Z FEB 70 (S ) f!t-1 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
ICTZ TURNOVER BRIEFING - RADDRESSAL OF COMNAVFORV 020933Z FEB70 

A-21./CG lT1 MAF,0500l2Z FEB 70 (UHYES ONLY 
, FORBGEN SMITH J~ 1 ..INFO LmN zArs FROMBGEN VULACKI 

AlOE FOR VEP COROS 

.... -I' .......... ,.,~ .. -" 
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A- 20. CG III MAF 010330Z FEB 70 (S) EYES ONLY
9p-4
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TRANSFER OF III MAF AUGMENTATION PERSONNEL

A - 21. I CG III MAF 020814Z FEB 70 (S) EYES ONLY
gp-4

FOR LTGEN ZAIS, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN WHEELER, BGEN MULLER

VISIT BY COMUSMACV

A- 22. 6 CG III MAF 030030Z FEB 70 (C) MCEO
gp-4

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

LVTH-6 PLATOON ON LOAN TO 2D ROKMC BDE (U)

A- 23. CG III MAF 0304072 FEB 70 (C) Gg-
4

FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

PHOTO MISSION SORTIE ASHAU VALLEY

A.- 24. v CG III MAF 040350Z FEB 70 (S)
ap.

4

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

ICTZ TURNOVER BRIEFING - RADDRESSAL OF COMNAVFORV 020933Z FEB70

A - 25. CG 111 MAF 050012Z FEB 70
(U) EYES ONLY.

FORBGEN SMITH J-1 INFO LIGEN ZAIS FROMBGEN DULACKI

AIDE FOR DEP CORDS
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.8-2/ /cG III MAF 080910Z FEB 70 (S)" (j.p_"! 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN ~ICKERSON 
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT ICTZ 3-4FEB 1970 

..8-3 • .vCG III MAF 071116Z FEB 70 (S) (GEN SER) c,-¥ 
FROM CG III MAF TO COMUSMACV INFO CG XXIV CORPS 

,
~"" 

. ':,+ 

" ' . 
• < • 

ARVN ARTILLERY IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION (UV~ ~A~eZ-/e~ 
~, '7")d 70 (It _/'I..t .c.4._.n") 

.6- 4 • II CG I I I MAF 110522 Z FEB 7 0 (S ) tft. _ ..; 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 

, READDRESSAL OF CG ;[11 MAF 070020Z FEB 70 
'" F 

s. 88 IIY,u"n~ 11s~gli17 FEB 7° (r) 
lepeR 1£811 8:R:t-nT@i:il'~iR:'i?Jl ifs:,~ .. ml '&II"YFP SON 
fi4QwUNG BRIEEING 

~ 6.v/CG III MAF 130916Z FEB 70 (8) ~~1 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
ICTZ SERVICE SUPPORT SHIFT (U) - READDRESSAL OF COMNAVFORV 1108532 

~- !l./CG III MAF 141040Z FEB 70 (C) 1-4 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FR LTGEN NICKERSON 
EXCESS IN THE NONTAM GARRISON PROPERTY 

~ 8.~CG III MAF 141042Z FEB 70 (S) 9.P-~ 
FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN ~ICKERSON 
CIVILIAN PERSONNEL REDUCTIONS IN ICTZ (6) 

~_ 9.~~G III MAF IS0S22Z FEB 70 (C) ~-~ 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FRO~ LTGEN NICKERSON 
TERMS OF REFERENCE III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

<3_10.V CG III MAF 150611Z FEB 70 (5) C)p-1 
EXCLUSIVE "FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROg LTGEN NICKERSON 
READDRESSAL OF COMUSMACV VISIT 

~- 11.~CG III MAF 161334Z FEB 70 (S) ~-~ 
SECRET EYES ONLY FOR GEN AB ftAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
VISIT OF AMB BUNKER 

,0- 12.'/ CG 'III MAF 18025.8Z FEB 70 (C)' CJt- 1-
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON FR6M BGEN DULACKI 
VISIT OF REP PAUL N. MCCLOSKEY, JR. 

_iii e "" III fJ!£i 1909452 E BE '0 ~j 
'F01'\: 1Ie!!!lI' TenUBf!!HB F!R811 jy'jijjJIJ J!lIiliiiJaU9DI . , 
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B-3. CG III MAF 071116Z FEB 70 (S) (GEN SER) Gp-4
FROM CG III MAF TO COMUSMACV INFO CG XXIV CORPS
ARVN ARTILLERY IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION (U)/W MACCZ-ICZ

(gp
shown)70

B- 4. V CG III MAF 110522Z FEB 70 (S) Ap- 4EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
READDRESSAL OF CG III MAF 070020Z FEB 70

CC TTI MAD 1100547 RFR 70 (C)
FOR VADM BRINGI'M FROM LICEN NICKERSON
MORNING BRIFFING

B 6. CG III MAF 130916Z FEB 70 (S) ap-4
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
ICTZ SERVICE SUPPORT SHIFT (U) - READDRESSAL OF COMNAVFORV 1108532

CG III MAF 141040Z FEB 70 (C)
- 4B- &

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
EXCESS IN THE NONTAM GARRISON PROPERTY

a 8. CG III MAF 141042Z FEB 70 (S) gp-4FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
CIVILIAN PERSONNEL REDUCTIONS IN ICTZ (S)

CG III MAF 150522Z FEB 70 (C) gp-4B- 9.
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
TERMS OF REFERENCE III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

B-10. CG III MAF 150611Z FEB 70 (S) gp-4EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
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SECRET EYES ONLY FOR GEN AB RAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
VISIT OF AMB BUNKER
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B- 12.
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1909452 FEB 70 (U)MATIII
FOR MOEN TOWNSEND FROM LICENN WICKERSON
R&P mo BANCKOK
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6- 14 .. v'CG III MAF 190546Z FEB 70' (C) MCEO Cjf ._d 

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGE:N NICKERSON 
DISPOSITION PROJECT 972 STOCKS NICTZ (U) 

.(3- 15./cG III MAF 200131Z FEB 70 (S) qp--4 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEif'NICKERSON 
COMUSMACV VISIT TO I~TZ 19 FEBRUARY 

~-16.~CG III MAF 200400Z FEB 70 (C) MCEO ~-1 
FMCG III MAF TO CG FMFPAC INFO CM~' 
INTENT OF GAb PERSONNEL TO CONDUCT A SURVEY OF U.S. 
REDEPLOYMENT FROM VIETNAM 

t<'- 17. vCG III MAF 201250Z FEB 70 (C) tf/1>-f 
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NldKERSON 
UNDER SECRETARY BEAL VISIT 

.0- 18. vi:G III MAF 210326Z FEB 70 (6) 11'--1 
EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSONFRO~'BGEN DULACKI 
READDRESSAL OF CG lSTMARDIV SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORT 

Cl- 19 .L/ CG III MAP 221230Z FEB 70 (C) CJr-..J 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
AWARD, CASE OF ISTLT C. C. COFFMAN, JR. USMC 

.6-20.V' CG III MAF 241252Z FEB 70 (C) EYES ONLY /-f1.!--4 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON~ 
CG XXIV CORPS VISIT TO TASK FORCE ALFA 

,<3-21.~CG III MAF 241445Z FEB 70 (C) qp-~ 
PERSONAL FOR MGEN WHEELER FR~ LTGEN NICKERSON 
KINGFISHERS 

~-22./CG III MAP 250820Z FEB 70 (S) 1,r-"'f 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM"LTGEN NICKERSON INFO 
MGEN WHEELER 
SIR B/1/7 

.<3_ 23.t/' CG III MAF 270230Z PEB 70 (S) MCEO 1/' .. 4 
EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN WHEELER FROM LT~EN NICKERSON 
READDRESSAL OF CMC 261601ZLFEB 70 SIR 

6- 24."'/ CG III MAF 271350Z FEB 70 (S) MCEO 91'-~ 
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN INFO LTGiN BUSE FROM LTGEN 
NICKERSON 

" iNFORMATION PERTAINING TO SIR 1/7 

25./' CG III MAP 030912Z MAR 70 (QlV 
FOR MGEN JON~S, MGEN THRASH,.MGEN WHEELER, BGEN PADALINO, 
COL METZER, COL HOFF FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
III MAF RESERVE FOR CONTINGENCIES FUND 
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B- 17. CG III MAF 201250Z FEB 70 (C) gp-4FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
UNDER SECRETARY BEAL VISIT

B-18. CG III MAF 210326Z FEB 70 (S) gp-4EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSONFROM BGEN DULACKI
READDRESSAL OF CG 1STMARDIV SERIOUS INCIDENT REPORT

B- 19 J CG III MAF 221230Z FEB 70 (C)
gp-4EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

AWARD, CASE OF 1STLT C. C. COFFMAN, JR. USMC

B-20. CG III MAF 241252Z FEB 70 (C) EYES ONLY
gp-4FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

CG XXIV CORPS VISIT TO TASK FORCE ALFA

B-21. CG III MAF 241445Z FEB 70 (C) gp-4PERSONAL FOR MGEN WHEELER FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
KINGFISHERS

B-22. CG III MAF 250820Z FEB 70 (S) 4
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON INFO
MGEN WHEELER
SIR B/1/7

B-223. CG III MAF 270230Z FEB 70 (s) MCEO gp-4EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN WHEELER FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
READDRESSAL OF CMC 261601Z FEB 70 SIR

B- 24 CG III MAF 271350Z FEB 70 (S) MCEO gp-4EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN INFO LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO SIR 1/7

25. CG III MAF 030912Z MAR 70 (UN)
FOR MGEN JONES, MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER, BGEN PADALINO,
COL METZER, COL HOFF FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
III MAF RESERVE FOR CONTINGENCIES FUND
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A. TOA P5~oeRAA03 Fon HEADQUARTERS man:c SHITES ARfW VIETNAft1 

.. 

1. CG XXIV CORPS REQUESTS tHAT ALL AmiY OFFICERS AND EtJLIST£D 
PE~SC~IlNEL PRESENTLY ASSICWED TO THIS HEAOQUMtTERS IN ACCOFtDANC£ 
t~lTH fitEFERENCE A. 5E TRMiSFERRED TO XXIV CORPS EFFECTIVE 9 ~IARCH 
197J. THESE pl.mSONNEL OCCUpy YIANY KEY POSITIONS ON III MAF STAFF 
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ZAIS FROM LIGEN WICKERSON 1/N0130011
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A. TDA PSW0BRAAD3 FOR HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM
1. CG XXIV CORPS REQUESTS THAT ALL ARMY OFFICERS AND ENLISTED
PERSONNEL PRESENTLY ASSIGNED TO THIS HEADQUARTERS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH REFERENCE A. BE TRANSFERRED TO XXIV CO RPS EFFECTIVE 9 MARCH
1973. THESE PERSONNEL C CCUPY MANY KEY POSITIONS ON III MAF STAFF
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BT

0 E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN
NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING (U)
1. THE FOLLOWING IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
QU OTE
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON
TO LIGEN NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG
INFO LTG ZAIG CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
TOP SECRET SENSITIVE MAC 1478 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: FORCE PLANNING (U)
REFS: A. III MAF 310724Z DEC 69 (IS) (ONOTAL)

B. MAC 066/0210502 JAN 70 (TS)
C. III MAF 282350Z JAN 70 (TS)

1. (TS) REFERENCES SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS:
A. REF A REQUESTED INFORMATION ON THE STATUS OF CAPS IN

PLANNING FUTURE TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0031 S En C T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
B. REF B PROVIDED INFORMATI ON REQUESTED IN REF A AND

REQUESTED CG, III MAF RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING REDEPLOY-
MENT AND RETENTION OF CAPS DURING AND AFTER PHASE 4 REDE-
FLOYMENTS.

C. REF C REQUESTED APPROVAL FOR PLANNING OF CONCEPT WHICH
WOULD PHASE OUT 3 CAGS DURING PHASE 2 AND RETAIN ONE AT A
STRENGTH OF ABOUT 600. THIS CAG WOULD BE ATTACHED TO THE
RLT (APPROXIMATE STRENGTH 7,500) WHICH WOULD REMAIN IN THE
RVN UNTIL THE SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL LEVEL IS REACHED. THE
PERSONNEL STRENGTH OF THE CAG WOULD BE ADDITIVE TO THAT OF

THE RLT.
2. (TS) THE MARINE HEAVY PHASE 4 TROOP. DEPLOYMENT PACKEAGE,
AS OUTLINED IN THE COMMANDER'S WIEU ON. 27 DEC 1969 AND IN
REF B, HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE. JCS FOR PLANNING PURPOSES.
THIS OPTION RETAINS ONE (1) RLI AT A STRENGTH OF APPROXI-
MATELY 7,500 UNTIL THE SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL LEVEL IS
REACHED. SUPPORT FOR THIS ONE REMAINING RLT WOULD BE

ENTIRELY BY THE ARMY LOGISTIC SYSTEM.
3. (TS) THE AUTHORIZED STRENGTH OF III MAF AFTER 15 APRIL
1970 WILL BE ABOUT 41,700. THE PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT PACKAGE
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFADOS TOPSECR S:I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FORD
OUTLINED AT THE 27 DEC VIEU AND PRESENTED TO THE JCS INCLUDES
34,200 MARINES. COMPOSITION OF THE PHASE 4 PACKAGE WAS
PREDICATED ON THE ABILITY TO RETAIN THREE (3) BRICADES OF
ELEVEN (11) INFANTRY BATTALIONS FOR ACLONGER TIME DURING
1970 THAN WOULD OTHERWISE BE POSSI ELE. ANY SIGNIFICANT
INCREASE IN MARINE STRENGTH OVER THE APPROXIMATELY 7,500
USED FOR PLANNING WOULD HAVE TO BE ARRANGED AS A TRADE-OFF
WITH NAVFORV ASSETS IN I CTZ WHICH PRINCIPALLY SUPPORT THE
MARINES, E.Go D MOBILE CONSTRUCTI ON BATTALI ONS. THE OTHER
ALFERNATIVE WOULD BE TO CUT INTO REMAENING Uo S. COMBAT
STRENGTH WHICH WOULD DEFEAT THE PRUPOSE OF ADOPTING THE
MARINE HEAVY OPTION.
40 (IS) IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING THE RECOMMENDATIONS CON
TAXIED IN PARAGRAPHS 2A, B, AND OF REF C ARE APPROVED FOR
PLANNING PURPOSES. HOWEVER, THE STRENGTH OF THE 2D CAG MAY
HAVE TO BE ADJUSTED IN LIGHT OF THE CONDITIONS ENCOUNTERED
IN ( CTZ AT THE TIME PHASE a IS EXECUTED AS WELL AS THE SIZE AND
THE TIMING OF THE PHASE 4 TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS.
UNQUOTE
20 WARM REGARDS.
GP-A
BT
0031
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OTTTZYUW RNMMAFA0180 0330810-ITTIOORUHHFMA
ZNY TTTTT
0 020810Z FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) SECTION ONE OF TWO
FORCE PLANNING
80 THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM COMUS-
MACV.
QUOTE
(COMUSMACV CITE 1517 DTG 0110522 FEB 70 (TS)
0 0110522 ZYH ZFF-6 ZFF-3
FM GENERAL ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON
TO GENERAL BROWN CMDR 7TH AF ISN
LTG MILDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH
VADM ZUMALI COMNAVFORV SAIGON
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAP DANANG
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFORCEV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II FFORCEV LONG BINK
INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU. BAI

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0180 I OPSECR T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
MG MCCO, CG DMAC CAN THO
ZEM

0 E C R. T SENSITIVE EYES ONLY MAC 1517 EYES ONLY
SUBJ: FORCE PLANNING (U)
Bo (TS) AS THE PRESENT PHASE 3 US TROOP. REDEPLOYMENT PROCEEDS,
PLANNING FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE US REDEPLOYMENTS AFTER 15 APRIL IS
TO BE CONSIDERED. IT IS TOO SOON TO SAY HOW MANY TROOPS AND
WHEN, BUT THE FOLLOWING OUTLINE STRATEGY FOR 1970 WHICH HAS BEEN
PREPARED BY THE MACV STAFF IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.

Ao ASSUMPTIONS:
889 PACIFICATION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT MOMENTUM WILL BE

MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT 1970, WITH MAJOR PROGRESS MADE IN CONS ai-
DATING BINK DUONG, LONG AN, BINK DINN® QUANG TIN AND QUANG NGAI
PROVINCES.

(2) THE ENEMY THREAT WILL NOT INCREASE AND THERE WILL
BE NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE ENEMY SITUATION FROM THE PRESENT.

(3) VIETNAMIZATION OF THE HI GHLANDS WILL BE SUCCESSFUL.
845 RVNAF WILL BE ABLE TO COPE WITH ENEMY INITIATIVES

IN THE HIGHLANDS, IN THE BORDER AREAS OF III CTZ AND IN THE DELTA.
(5) RVNAF WILL CONTINUE TO INPROVE QUALITATIVELY. THE
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2COPY.111 MAF 2100/4 COPIESOF TOP SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
7 

• 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0180 T 0 P S E C R I/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR
RUNAF REGULAR FORCE STRUCTURE WILL NOT CHANGE SIGNIFICANTLY WITH
THE EXCEPTION OF VNMC 'S THIRD BRIGADE (3 BATTALIONS) WHICH SHOULD
COMPLETE TRAINING BY JUNE I 970.

SSD THE RVN WILL HAVE CONTINUED POLITICAL STABILITY.
80 FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED:-

SDD HXIV CORPS WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILIIY FOR US/FW
OPERATI ONS IN I CTZ ON 9 MARCH 1.970.

(2) HQ III MAF WILL BE REDEPLOYED WITH THE BILK OF THE
MARINES DURING PHASE 40

(3) RVNAF WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HIGHLANDS
IN MARCH.

(4) THE 47TH REGIMENT WILL BE MOVED TO THE HIGHLANDS
AND BE PLACED UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE 420 STZ.

(5) THE 4TH US INF DIV (-) WILL DISPLACE EAST IO CAMP
RADCLIFF TURNING OVER CAMP ENARI AND SOME OF THEIR WESTERN FIRE
SUPPORT BASES IN THE 4D SIZ TO RVNAF. PART OF CAMP ENARI MAY
HAVE TO BE RAZED.

(6) THE JGS WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE COMBINED EFFORT IN
BINN DINN PROVINCE INVOLVING THE 173D ABN BRIGADE AND ARVN
CONTINUED.

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0180 E C T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
Co DISCUSSIONS

PAD IF THE ASSUMPTIONS LISTED ABOVE MATERIALIZE, AND BY
CAREFULLY ASSESSING THE SITUATION AS WE GO ALONG , IT MIGHT WELL
BE POSSIBLE IO REDEPLOY 850,000 US TROOPS FROM VIETNAM IN 1970.
THE REDEPLOYMENT OF 100,000 ADDITI ONAL TROOPS AFTER 15 APRIL
COULD OCCUR AS OUTLINED IN SUBSEQUENT PARAGRAPHS TOGETHER WITH
CERTAIN READJUSTMENTS THAT MAY HAVE: TO TAKE PLACE.

(2) I CIZ8
CAD IN QUANG DA STZ, THE COMBINED EFFORTS OF THE

51ST ARVN REGIO THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION AND THE ROK MARINE BDE ,
ALONG WITH PROGRESS IN PACIFICATION WOULD PERMIT CONSIDERING
THE REDEPLOYMENT OF ALL BUT ONE RLT OF III MAF AND THE BLLK OF
NSA DANANG BETHEEN APR-AUG 1970.

(B) TO FILL THE GAP II MA.YO BE NECESSARY FOR THE JGS
TO REINFORCE CUANG DR STZ WITH A. BRIGADE FROM THE RUNAF RESERVE.
THE JGS IS CONSIDERING MOVING THE NEW.-VNMC BRIGADE TO QUANG NAM
WHEN IT COMPLETES TRAINING, ABOUT JUNE. 1970. PLACING THE SIST
REGIMENT THE MARINE BRIGADE AND POSSIBLY A RANGER GROUP UNDER
THD CONTROL OF THE COMMANDER, QUANG DA SIZ IS ALSO BEING CONSIDERED.

CCD TURNOVER OF THE LOGISTRIAL FUNCTION IN X CTZ

PAGE 2 OF 4PAGES
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'/ PAGE' ,'IVE RtlMMAFA'01'Se' T 0 - p' s·'! C-'-'~:"t' .,:i:'SPECAT 'EXCLUSI VE . FOR "-
'/' FROM NSA DAtJANG, TO THE US ARfflY IS' REQUiRED AT AN EARLY DATE TO ",' 

PERMIt NSAD'ANANt~ TO DISENGAGE AND RED.EPLOY DURING PHASE 4. ' "-
'/ ' .. " (D) AS SECURITY N S OOTH~R,rf:'l CORPS IMPROVES, THE 
'/ 23D US D,·IV MAY'BE CONSIDERED FOR REDEPL.OYMENT BEnlEEt~ SEP-DEC ,,' 

1970~ THIS \ULl· REQUIRE PL.ANS FOR 'RA·PID 'REINFORCEMENT l'F I CTZ ' "-
'/ \I111H RVNAF UNITS FROM III elZ AND M'A';":, REQUIRE A US mIG'ADE TO 

/ 
MOVE, SOUTH OF THE HAl VAN PASS. ":~'7 '~ 

(E) SUPPORT FOR ROK MARINES.:.WIL.l HAVE TO BE PROVIDED. , ' 
/ BY THE US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND. DANAN~,WITH MARINE PECULIAR. ." 
'/ ITEMS COMI NG FROfti OKI NAWA" ','. " . "-

/ 

.. ('3) II ctz: ,.--t .' , . 

(A)' AS VIETNAMIIATION OF. nut 'HIGHLANDS PROCEEDS' " 

.~ SUCC~SSFULLY AND THE·:SECURITY AND PIlCIFICATION INBINH DINH . "'\., 
IMPROVES, CONSIDERATION CAN BE G~VEN':'1o REDEPLOYING tHE·REMAINDER 
OF THE ,4TH US I NF Dl\1 BETWEEN AUG ""act': ,.97130 . ,', " 

'/ ' ' (B) THE 42D SIl SHOUL.D EvE.r.ttUALL-Y BE CONS (1.1 DAtED '.. . 
ITli THE 22D'D'lZ AND .. THE 220 ARVN .1>IV~~bRGANIZED tiS A FOUR <\ 

'/ REGIMENt DIVISION. I.'. •• ':., , . '. " 

'/ (C) ,PLANS ARE REQUIRED TO CONSOLIDATE US a,ASES IN ~ 
'/ II etz AS US FORCES THI N OU!, TO E'~~N~OMIZI; ON SECURITY AND . "-

,~ PAS!;; SIX RHI'II'IAFA018f1l TOP S E i: R,'i:::;;i'SPECAt'EXCLUSllIE, FOR \ 
'/ LOGIST leAL 'SUPPORT REQUIREME MTS. '.;'~, . ," 
./ . (/a) III ctz: . .: , 

. (A') AFl'ER THE SW MONSOON STARTS II" THE SITUATION SHOJLD . "-
'/ PERMIt REDEP1..0YM.EN! o·y, THE 199TH LT1'Nl' BOE BE1'tvEEN frlAYoAU G 1970., ""-

. (8) Co NT I NtJED .. PROGRESS IN.:ctHJG ,AN 'PROVUJCE MAY PER"'IT, , 

,
// REDEPLOYMENT OF THE :3D BDE, 9TH liS l»F:.DIV BE'nlEEN AUG ... NCW 191B. ," 

. ", <C) RANGER UN1.TS FROM .TH£·:~P'lTAL MILITARY DISTRICT , " 
COUlD REINFORCE TltE RF/PF IN LONG A"i~':-PROVHJCE ALONG THD EASTERN , . 

. / REACHES OF THE PLAIN OF' REEDS., '. ".", ' ''-

./ (D)· AS THE 199TH BOP: AND THE 31;) BDE, '9fH I Nf DIV . ""-
ARE REDEPLOYED, THE ',l1TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMEtlT AND THE 25TH US , 

'/ INFANTRY DIVJSION,.MA'Y. tlAVE TO .8E SHlFTED."TO COVER THE SAPSo ," 
'/ " (E) £FFt1RTS SHOUlD CORTItJi$·'10.:MOVE THE 5TH AND 25TH "-

ARVN llIVISION$ OUT TOW,AltD TH! BORDER ••. " . , ' , , 
'/ (5) IV-t:TZ:· ,NO ,~I)JustPlENTS flRE; RECOMMENDED IN IV CTZ AT" 
'/ nilS TIME. t~ 91'11 ARV.LDIVISl·0N SHO.tIL1) RETAIN ITS MCBlt.E POSTURE "" 

'/ '~R~A~ ~~P~~IL~~M~~w~~;i~.~~~I:~6FJ~~~~~il~i~[f~~~~~~ ~~R~~ , ~ 
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'/ BT' (6) AIR SUPPORT, AtTACK/FI~ER:S~UADRONSWILL 8£ ~ 
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA0180 T 0 P S E C R- T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
FROM NSA DANANG TO THE US ARMY IS REQUIRED AT AN EARLY DATE TO
PERMIT NSA DANANG TO DISENGAGE AND REDEPLOY DURING PHASE A.

(D) AS SECURITY N SOUTHERN I CORPS IMPROVES, THE
23D US DIV MAY BE CONSIDERED FOR REDEPLOYMENT BETWEEN SEP-DEC
1970. THIS WILL REQUIRE PLANS FOR RAPID REINFORCEMENT OF I CTZ
WITH RVNAF UNITS FROM III CTZ AND MAY REQUIRE A US BRIGADE TO
MOVE SOUTH OF THE HAI VAN PASS.

(E) SUPPORT FOR ROK MARINES WILL HAVE TO BE PROVIDED
BY THE US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, DANANG WITH MARINE PECULIAR
ITEMS COMING FROM OKINAWA.

(3) II CTZ:
(A) AS VIETNAMIZATI OF THE HIGHLANDS PROCEEDS

SUCCESSFULLY AND THE SECURITY AND PACIFICATION IN BINH DINN
IMPROVES, CONSIDERATIO CAN BE GIVEN TO REDEPLOYING THE REMAINDER
OF THE 4TH US INF DIV BETWEEN AUG-OCT 1970.

(B) THE 42D STZ SHOULD EVENTUALLY BE CONS CLIDATED
ITH THE 22D DTZ AND THE 22D ARVN DIV ORGANIZED AS A FOUR
REGIMENT DIVISION.

(c) PLANS ARE REQUIRED TO CONSOLIDATE US BASES IN
II CIZ AS US FORCES THIN OUT, TO ECONOMIZE ON SECURITY AND

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA0180 TOPSECRET/SPECATEXCLUSIVE FOR
LOGISTICAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS.

(4) III CTZ:
(A) AFTER THE SW MONSOON STARTS, THE SITUATION SHOULD

PERMIT REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 199TH LT INF BDE BETWEEN MAY-AUG 1970.
(B) CONTINUED PROGRESS IN LONG AN PROVINCE MAY PERMIT

REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D BDE, 9TH US INF DIV BETWEEN AUG-NOV 1970.
(C) RANGER UNITS FROM THE CAPITAL MILITARY DISTRICT

COULD REINFORCE THE RF/PF IN LONG AN" PROVINCE ALONG THD EASTERN

REACHES OF THE PLAIN OF REEDS.
(D) AS THE 199TH BDE AND THE 3D BDE, 9TH INF DIV

ARE REDEPLOYED, THE 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT AND THE 25TH US
INFANTRY DIVISION MAY HAVE TO BE SHIFTED TO COVER THE GAPS.

(E) EFFORTS SHOULD CONTINUE TO MOVE THE 5TH AND 25TH
ARVN DIVISIONS OUT TOWARD THE BORDER.

(5) IV CTZ: NO ADJUSTMENTS ARE: RECOMMENDED IN IV CTZ AT
THIS TIME. THE 9TH ARVN DIVISION SHOULD RETAIN ITS MOBILE POSTURE
WITH A CAPABILITY TO REACT TO ENEMY. INITIATIVES ANYWHERE IN THE
DELTA. AS THE ENEMY WINTER-SPRING OFFENSIVE DEVELOPS, IV CORPS
MAY REQUIRE REINFORCEMENT WITH RVNAF UNITS FROM III CTZ.

(6) AIR SUPPORT: ATTACK/FI GHTER SQUADRONS WILL BE
BT
0180
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COMUSMACV D_UE -01 7 FEBRUARY.' ;- .> . -

I 3. IT APPEARS 'I HAT. lHE tIME FRAME I' "APRIL 0 15 AU GUST 
'/ FOR PHASE IV IS BECtX11~G FIRMER. ·AS 'i'lM!:: GOES ON AND THAT 
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0 0208102 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
T 0 P S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) FINAL SECTION OF TWO
LOST WHEN THE BULK OF III MAF REDEPLOYS. MOST OF THE MARINE
AIR SORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE DURING THE PRESENT LAOTIAN DRY
SEASON WITH REDEPLOYMENT OF THE MAJOR PORTION OF MARINE AIR
DELAYED UNTIL THE WET SEASON WHEN REQUIREMENTS ARE EXPECTED
TO DROP SOMEWHAT. BEYOND 15 APRIL, NO FUTHER REDEPLOYMEN
OF AIR FORCE COMBAT STRENGTH IS PLANNED IN 1970.

D. CONCLUSIONS:
(1) BY TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF MAXIMUM COMBAT POWER

WHILE IT IS AVAILABLE DURING THE WINTER, SPRING, AND EARLY
SUMMER, REDEPLOYMENT OF US FORCES MAY BE CONTINUED DURING 1970
AND STILL MEET THE ANTICIPATED ENEMY INITIATIVES BY MAINTAINING
FLEXIBILITY AND THE ABILITY TO SHIFT FORCDS AS REQUIRED.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0206 T OPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
(2) PLANS MUST BE PREPARED FOR THE READJUSTMENT OF

RVNAF AND US FORCES AS REDEPLOYMENTS CONTINUE BE YOND 15 APRIL
1970. THE LONG LEAD TIME REQUIRED FOR TURN-OVER OF CERTAIN
FACILITIES AND THE MOVEMENT OF HEADQUARTERS REQUIRES PLANS TO
BE APPROVED AND EXECUDED EARLY SO THAT PACIFICATION AND VIET-
NAMIZATION MOMENTUM CAN BE MAINIAINED THROUGHOUT 1970.
2. (U) YOUR VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON THE FOREGOING ARE REQUESTED
BY 7 FEBRUARY 1970.
GP-4
UNQUOTE
2. REQUEST ANY COMMENTS OR RECOMMENDATIONS YOU MAY HAVE
IN REGARD TO THE ABOVE FOR INCLUSION IN OUR MESSAGE TO
COMUSMACV DUE ON 7 FEBRUARY.
3. IT APPEARS THAT THE TIME FRAME 15 APRIL . 15 AU GUST
FOR PHASE IV IS BECOMING FIRMER AS TIME GOES ON AND THAT
THERE MIGHT EVEN BE AN EFFORT TO COMPRESS THE TIME. I
SUGGEST IT WOULD BE PR UDENT TO BEGIN EXAMINING SHIPPING
AVAILABILITY NOW IN VIEW OF THE IMPACT ON OUR FORCES.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0206
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37
TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR. BGEN WILSON FROM
BGEN DULACKI MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FORCE PLANNING (U)
A. CG FMFPAC 302121Z JAN 70
B. CG III MAF 310530Z JAN 70 (PASEP)
1. COMMENTS CONTAINED REFERENCE A REGARDING THE PROBLEM OF PROGRAM 8
SPACES AND M/L REDUCTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH PHASE III REDEPLOYMENTS AND
THE POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS THEREFORE HAVE BEEN REVIWED.
2. SINCE COMUSMACV HAS APPROVED TURNOVER OF ICTZ SECURITY FUNCTIONS,
ACTION HAS BEEN INITIATED BY REF B TO TRANSFER TO THE ARMY BY 1 MARCH

1970 RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SECURITY OF TH OSE AREAS LOCATED IN THE
XXIV CORPS AND AMERICAL AO'S. THE REMAINDER OF THE SECURITY RESPON-
SIBILITY IN HOI AN AND DANANG IS BEING WORKED OUT BETWEEN III MAF AND
DSA I CORPS. THUS, AT THIS TIME DELETI ON FROM THE FORCE STRUCTURE OF

129 SPACES FOR ICTZ SECURITY APPEARS TO BE THE BEST SOLUTION TO THE
PROBLEM. THE ADDITIONAL 35 SPACES ARE TO COME FROM H&S CO 111 MAF

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0199 T 0 E TYSPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO
AS YOU SUGGESTED.
3. M/L REDUCTIONS TO ACCOMPANY THE ABOVE (185 GRADES AND SKILLS)

WILL BE SUBMITTED SHORTLY. THESE WILL BE COMPRISED OF 129 ICTZ
SECURITY, 6 FIRST MARDIV AND 50 H&S CO III MAF. AT THIS POINT
IN PLANNING IT DOES NOT APPEAR PRUDENT TO IDENTIFY ALL 185 M/L
REDUCTIONS FROM THIS HEADQUARTERS.
40 A PROGRAM 8 CHANGE TO ACCOMPLISH THE ABOVE IS BEING PREPARED
AT THIS TIME FOR SUBMISSION TO YOUR HEADQUARTERS FOR APPROVAL.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0199
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FORCE PLANNI HG 
A. CG III MAl" 270830Z JAN 70 
1. REF DISCUSSED COMMAND BILl.E:TS IN I CORPS. 
2 •. IN VIEW OF . PLANS TO ASSIGN, THREE STAR AS CG III MAl' 
AND MGEN BOWMAN 'SREMAI NI MG ,IT IS RECO MMENDEIl> THAT 
BOWMAN BE ASSIGNED AS DEPUTY CG XXI V CORPS. li4El. ZAI S 
CONCURS. BOWMAN·S tOUR ENOS IN JULY 70. . 
..3. IF YOU APPROVE, 1 WILl.L SO INFORM CMC AND HAVE APPRO-
pRIATE ORDgRS ISSUED FOR BOWMAN. WARM REG ARDiS • 
GP-II 
120 

NNNN 

TOPSECRET, THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY 

/ COpy 7 OF Y COPIES 

. I 

\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

P 0500112 ZFF-1 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
TOPSECRE T/EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING
A. CG III MAF 270830Z JAN 70
1. REF DISCUSSED COMMAND BILLETS IN I CORPS.
2. IN VIEW OF PLANS TO ASSIGN. THREE STAR AS CG III MAF
AND MGEN BOWMAN'S REMAINING, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT
BOWMAN BE ASSIGNED AS DEPUTY CG XXIV CORPS. MEL ZAIS
CONCURS. BOWMAN'S TOUR ENDS IN JULY 70.
3. IF YOU APPROVE, I WILLL SO INFORM CMC AND HAVE APPRO-
PRIATE ORDERS ISSUED FOR BOWMAN. WARM REGARDS.
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TO CG XXI V COftPS 
CG 1ST MARDIV 

i ZENIDSA 
.. ZEM ' 
IS' E eRE TIEYES ONLY FOR l.IGEN ZAIS. MGEN RAMSEY, {VIGEN 
. ',~HEELER, SGEN MULLER FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 

VISIT BY COMUSMACV . 
1. WI THIN THE NEXT F,EIN DAYS CO MUSMACV WILL VI;sn THI S 

HQS TO DISCUSS STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF RV}~AF COM­
MANDERS IN THE REGULAR MIi..ITARY ESTABLISHMENT. THE DIS­
CUSSION IS INTENDED TO eE FRANK AND STRAIGHT ;I'ORWARD 
WITH PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONALLY SOUND RECOMMENDATIONS. 
2.:"DESIRE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION BY 5 FEBRUARY: 
'A. RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO WHO IS CAPABLE OF ASSUMING 
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c. COMMENTS ON ALL GENtRAL OFFICERS. ANS SUCH COLONELS 
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SECRE T/EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN ZAIS, MGEN RAMSEY, MGEN

RECEIVED
WHEELER, BGEN MULLER FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
VISIT BY COMUSMACV

2 FEB P.M1. WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS COMUSMACV WILL VISIT THIS
HQS TO DISCUSS STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF RVNAF CO M- 1970
MANDERS IN THE REGULAR MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. THE DIS-
CUSSION IS INTENDED TO BE FRANK AND STRAIGHT FORWARD
WITH PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONALLY SOUND RECOMMENDATIONS.
2. DESIRE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION BY 5 FEB RUARY :
A. RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO WHO IS CAPABLE OF ASSUMING

GREATER RESPONSIBILITIES EVEN THOUGH A PLACE OR VACANCY
MAY NOT EXIST IN YOUR AREA.
B. WHO SHOULD BE RELIEVED AND WHY.
C. COMMENTS ON ALL GENERAL OFFICERS, ANS SUCH COLONELS

AND LESSER RANKS AS YOU DESIRE TO COMMENT ON. WARM
REGARDS.
GP -4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
177
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2/3S/S x y Destroy after routing.G-1
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CON F 1 D £ ~l l' I A lJSPECAi EXCUjS!V£j~~AfU~g CORPS E'!ES O~JlVI ' 
FOR Ll'GEN BUSE FROM llGEN NXCI(JERSON . 
lJ!TH=6 PLAIOOIM ON lOAN 10 2D ROIUIlC SDE ':un ' 
ftc (C) A\s Y(j~ }(NO'W AN lVr}1.,Ei P~! ~Jl\S, '?b:~CED HS l'Hri: nO~\I'~~ I. 

BDE TAOR !HJRING JAN 68 U{ ORDER 10 ··PROVWE DIRECT flRr:n,~:J!:RY­
SUPPORi 10 tHE RCHH'1C AND CtUHSc O~l 1'Sit·p 'li'HE PU' t'JAS 
fLACED ON LOAN to tHE 2D ROKr~c EnE!)' iO BE t~ANWi:D BY TMEr1!)', 
AND REtUIHJED 'ito lie So W~RH1ES AT A.N !~pPIW?!Ui3lT~ 11\11[0 
2e (C) THE Pll XS SCHEDULED TO BE REDEfJ,l~o)(!W H3 P}iASE XI li 
OW i9 Q 2l1i fEB 10" CONSEQUEfilYLY p 1'HE·'Pt.'il',;~miJ1JtD HElUfHJ TO. 
uS! MARDXV Nt.! 8 FEB 7W !til ORDER 1'0 ?fH:;'PARE liOR ENBARlH\'OO0J o 
;S" (C» THE LVTH"'6 F1.1' IS CURREttrLY: Bli::X'NG ~'JA~!N[)) BY R01{NC 
FERSONNEL AF'AER !iAVUJS UNDERTAKEN 2 '~~mll:n!S 1RAHHl~G PRliOR 
to tanH-lOVER., 1St I~ARDIV IS PROV1.DJIOOG~·;;g SMt1l]JL> SUPPORT '!i'£[~pl 
TO ASSIST ~ntH ~lAH~lEN~NC[ PROBlENS'o: i%' REf1UEST cfO f.ll:.n~R 
tHEIR T/O AND tIE TO INCLUDE A .Pl! O~i' Uj,).'!~"'6.D~ }It\S &~E~J fiif'lD~ 

PAGE two RHMMAFIH1J238 CON f' IDE' tJ S .. !: ~ L/EKCUJSiVE hfOR/MCEOI 
BY THE 2D ROKfIlC aDE" 'HE REQtJESTlS M-DvJ .At COtoiUSMtH~V !Hm Pi 
FAVORABLE RECOi1lP&Nl)ATIOI~ IS ElCPEC![U<i":GEf,/ERt.\!L LEE WItt, (l)SVH>USLY ffi 
DISTURBED IF TtIE Lvt}l"'6 PL"t IS Wril+OOAl:j~J.o tHE RO~ [~AR! NES MD\VE 
PROVEN TO 8£ WRY [FF£C1J\I[ IN USUdG:·nIE· tVIHe>6 Q S fi5 DEf'~(HiJSrRA1El> . 
DURING THEIR LAftG£ AMPHtBI rus OPERAT·]i)%1J. O~) NORTHER N BARHIER ZSlABD '" 
40 (el IN VI£W or PlATTERS OtJTlI NED I W' PAR 3 ABOVE {) I 
RECOMMEND tMA1 THE lVTH ... 6 PLY REf1AXN ~, LOAN 'IO THE 20 
ROKMC BDE WITH lOGISTIC· SUPPORT 10. BE .P.RO"XDED BY SUPPLXES -
FRor.., OKU)A\~A AND CONtAct rEAMS tAD FROM. 3D l'SfL, l V'liHdS<J 3 woUtD 
REMAIN ON LOAN FOR THE DURA!IOt~ OF·!;iWE eD ROKMC SUE RVtJ CONi'll!"" 
NEWT AND BE RETURNED TO USMC UPO.N. D2PARTU:R:E Q)l' "fHE IDE 1'0 t\OREAo 
~JARM REGARDS. 
GPc/J 
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PTTCZ YUW RHMMAFA0238 0340030-CCCC--RUHHPMA.
ZNY CCCCC
P 0300302 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
C 0 I D End N T D A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
LVTH-6 PLATOON ON LOAN TO 2D ROKMC BDE
10 (C) AS YOU KNOW AN LVIH-6 PLI WAS PLACED IN THE ROKMC
BDE TAOR DURING JAN 68 IN ORDER TO PROVIDE DIRECT ARTILLERY -
SUPPORT TO THE ROKMC AND CAP'S. ON 1 SEP THE PLT WAS
PLACED ON LOAN TO THE 2D ROKMC BDE, TO BE MANNED BY THEM.:
AND RETURNED TO U. S. MARINES AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME.
2. (C) THE PLT IS SCHEDULED TO BE REDEPLOYED IN PHASE III
ON 19-20 FEB 70. CONSEQUENTLY, THE PLI. SHOULD RETURN TO
1ST MARDIV NLT 8 FEB 75 IN ORDER TO PREPARE FOR EMBARHATION,
3. (C) THE LVTH-6 PLT IS CURRENTLY BEING MANNED BY ROKMC
PERSONNEL AFTER HAVING UNDERTAKER 2 MONTHS TRAINING PRIOR
TO TURNOVER. 1ST MARDIV IS PROVIDING SMALL SUPPORT TEAM
TO ASSIST WITH MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS.: A REQUEST TO ALTER
THEIR I/O AND I/E TO INCLUDE A PLI OF LVIH-6'S HAS BEEN MADE

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0238 C 0 D A L/EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0/
BY THE 2D ROKMC BDE. THE REQUEST 15 NOW AT COMUSMACV AND A
FAVORABLE RECOMMENDATION IS EXPECTED. GENERAL LEE WILL OBVIOUSLY BE
DISTURBED IF THE LVTH-6 PLT IS WITHDRAWN. THE ROK MARINES HAVE
PROVEN TO BE VERY EFFECTIVE IN USING THE LVIH-6'S AS DEMONSTRATED
DURING THEIR LARGE AMPHIBI OUS OPERATION ON NORTHERN BARRIER ISLAND.
4. (C) IN VIEW OF MATTERS OUTLINED IN PAR 3 ABOVE, I
RECOMMEND THAT THE LVTH-6 PLT REMAIN ON LOAN TO THE 2D
ROKMC BDE WITH LOGISTIC SUPPORT TO BE PROVIDED BY SUPPLIES
FROM OKINAWA AND CONTACT TEAMS TAD FROM 3D FSR. LVTH-G'S WOULD
REMAIN ON LOAN FOR THE DURATION OF THE 2D ROKMC BDE RVN COMMIT-
MENT AND BE RETURNED TO USMC UPON DEPARTURE OF THE EDE TO KOREA.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT

/

0238

PAGE OF PAGES

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69)
0101-V04-6601

CONFIDENTIAL3COPY OF COPIES

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

, - . HEADQUIERS. _ '. 
MARINE A~ IBIOUS fIJRCI 

CONFIDENTIAL ~ IIltAAt £QRM 5216 (REY 1-69 

I • ORIGINATOR OPfunow COIf FROM I DATE 

A • Aq~~~t.~o.~~'-~~If(E C :0 II I f"'AF Jl fEB 7$0 
( - =~~~.(OMMENDATION SERIAL NOjCONTIIOL DATE I COpy NO. 
I - !ON 

I ~3¢4¢7Z FEB ?~ Q. JH 3 COPIES REel. S - SIGI 

ROUTE SECTION (ODE ' DATE 
INITIAL ISUBJECbONF I DENT tAL 

IN !Il.T 
~N ABRAMSi FROM lTGEN NICKERSON CG ... '" '" 

~ "]...' yJ: ~ 1/.1 
CIS ":l ~ V~ 1 IREMAIU 

J2QS 1: -~ rl, -\II rilSpQnI(~h . DCS PLA~ I 
DEPCORD5 
~ICTZ .' o It.taiJa tor -_till. 

SIS )I ?'{-j V' '1 
0' 1>etJtroJ atter naUac. Ql 

. G~-2 Betwll r .. ~, ret.-U_ • 
Q:.3 
G·4 k s.u_ S1 ,~ , 
Q:.~ 
G-6 
ADJ 

~RDS 
CAP 

QAP 
Cl8 

COMP 
JIDiI' 
_LNc;R 

.£QQDS 
-.tSEO 

IHQ CMDT 
INSP 
~ 
NJA 

~ 
ORO 
~ 

POSTAL 
~TO 

~~ tl·7I . f' 
RDT,E l t} ,". ~ ~I' ~ t: [i-'~(.. ~, , 

()IF"'.;, " <.Y""'/ 'f} "') .. 

~REi!O 1 .~ r·': . j ,.\~) "'" ff~B \ - I. r J r . c .,,:; \ I j' . " /: .\ 'p J.t r i:l t . .', '" ~ ) il t Ij':',.1 'J SJA 
} ..:, ~.~ .-

r_'~ '--. '"'!"{.. :.' ',I 
',I '. " '.' 

IS]>L SERV ~ "'" If:! ,; 

~PLY ""\D:-'~" ~ > I ~ r K; ~ ( ,h) 1.L IFORMEDO .... '" 1.1 ' ," ~~ r I [~ ; : 
5 fC ~. 

' .. ~ ~l V 

TCC 
I(USE.mm~ ADDITIONAL SHUI ~ OO!MAJ 

·~n.WllbSNTIA. 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
X ORIGINATOR

03 FEB 70CG 111 MAFA - ACTION/COGNIZANCE

:. COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
I - INFORMATION

0304072 FEB 70 COPY NO. 2 OF 3S - SIGNATURE COPIES RECD.

SUBJECTDATE
ROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL CONF DENTIALIN OUT

GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN NICKERSONECG

13

BDCG I

2/3IC/S REMARKS

f
IDC/S

us DISPOSITION:DCS PLANS
DEP CORDS

Retain for months.DSA ICTZ

C2/3YS/S 4
Destroy after routing.G-1

G-2
Return for permanent retention.

G-3
G-4 Sestica
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDTE
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

COPY
OF 3FORMED O

COPIESSEC
TCC

A-23SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED



\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
:p'- "31~17Z ZrF-l ZFr-4 
: ,., C* 111 MAY 

I 

. 1'0 CCUIUSMACV o 

I ZEtt 
:COI'IDENTIAL , 
; FOR aEIt ABRAMS FROM L.TGEN NICt<ERSON 
. Olt 25 JANUARY, MY G -2 HAD A PHO'TO MISSION SOR~TIE: GO UP THE ASHAlI 
IVAlL£Y IN ORDER TO LOCATE ANY EVIDENCE OF TRUCKS, TRUCK TIRE MA~S. 
! TRACKED VEHICLES OR ANY ENEMY POSITIONS AND ACTIVITIES. THE 
I AIRCRAFT RETURNED AND A DUPLICATE POSITIVE OF· THE NEGATIVE WAS MAH 

FOR "liARS WHO GAVE. A COpy OF THE ENTIRE MISSION TO THE ARVN UPOII 
THEIR REQUEST. SEVERAL OF THE PHOTOS OF' THE NISSION READ BY THE 
ARVI WERE REPORTED TO 8E ROCKEtS /MISSILES AND LAUNCHING POSITIOriS. 
THESE WERE THE PICTURES WHICH I BELIEVE 6EN LAM GAVE TO YOU. 
HOWEVER, UPON COMPARING THIS 25 JAN MISSION ~'lTH ONE ON 7 DECEMIlER, 
ITS WA$ FOUND THAT THESE PICTURES WERE NEAR "HE ALOUI AIRFIELD lit 

. THt ASHAU. UPON DETAILED ANALYSIS IT WAS DISC'.oVERED THAT THE ROCKETS 
: VERE REALLY EXPENDED 155Mtl CASING AND THE L.AUNCHER POSITIONS WERE 
: OLD FOUNDATION HOLES WHERE U.S. FORCES PREVIC.USLY HAD BUILDINGS • 

1M ADDITION SEVERAL GROUND SCARS ARE THE RESULT OF PREVIOUS U.S. 
i BULLDOZERS AS \4lELL AS'S ... S2 BOftSINGS. ONE OF [~y RECOH TEAMS WENT TO 
: THE AL.OUI AIRFIELD YESTERDAY AND PICKED UP THE PALLET WITH 155M" 
,CASINGS FROM THE HOtE WHICH IS IN THE PHOTO. I WAS AMAZED AS TO THE 
I JUNK THAT lS STItL LOCATED AT AND NEAR THE AOUI AIRfIEL.D. ALL OF 

THE STUrF ON THE 25 JAN 1970' MISSION WAS ALSO IN THE 1 DECEMBER 1'" fill SS.lON • WARMEST REGARDS. 
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Tinnyljigh
FM CE III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL
FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
ON 25 JANUARY, MY G-2 HAD A PHOTO MISSION SORTIE GO UP THE ASHAU
VALLEY IN ORDER TO LOCATE ANY EVIDENCE OF TRUCKS, TRUCK TIRE MARKS,
TRACKED VEHICLES OR ANY ENEMY POSITIONS AND ACTIVITIES. THE
AIRCRAFT RETURNED AND A DUPLICATE POSITIVE OF THE NEGATIVE WAS MADE
FOR MIBARS WHO GAVE A COPY OF THE ENTIRE MISSION TO THE ARVN UPON
THEIR REQUEST. SEVERAL OF THE PHOTOS OF THE MISSION READ BY THE
ARVN WERE REPORTED TO BE ROCKETS /MISSILES AND LAUNCHING POSITIONS.
THESE WERE THE PICTURES WHICH I BELIEVE GEN LAM GAVE TO YOU.
HOWEVER, UPON COMPARING THIS 25 JAN MISSION WITH ONE ON 7 DECEMBER,
ITS WAS FOUND THAT THESE PICTURES WERE NEAR THE ALOUI AIRFIELD IN
THE ASHAU. UPON DETAILED ANALYSIS IT WAS DISCOVERED THAT THE ROCKETS
WERE REALLY EXPENDED 155MM CASING AND THE LAUNCHER POSITIONS WERE
OLD FOUNDATION HOLES WHERE U.S. FORCES PREVIOUSLY HAD BUILDINGS.
IN ADDITION SEVERAL GROUND SCARS ARE THE RESULT OF PREVIOUS U.S.
BULLDOZERS AS WELL AS B-52 BOMBINGS. ONE OF MY RECON TEAMS WENT TO
THE ALOUI AIRFIELD YESTERDAY AND PICKED UP THE PALLET WITH 155MM
CASINGS FROM THE HOLE WHICH IS IN THE PHOTO. I WAS AMAZED AS TO THE
JUNK THAT IS STILL LOCATED AT AND NEAR THE AOUI AIRFIELD. ALL OF
THE STUFF ON THE 25 JAN 1970 MISSION WAS ALSO IN THE 7 DECEMBER
1969 MISSION. WARMEST REGARDS.
GP-4
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P 040350Z FEB 70 

Ie H~H~;~A,eg FMFPAC 
BT 
SEC R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/LiTG~;N.. BUSE FROM LIGEN 
NICKERSON 

: *;" "" JCTZ TURNOVER BRIEFING ~" . 
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS FORWARDED'-FOR 'tOUR HIFORtM"" 
TION. 
QUarE 
ZNY SSSSS 
. p 020933Z FEB 10 ZYF ... 6 
FM COMNAVFORV 
TO RHMMAFA/OG 111 MAF 

.... 
.' . 

INFO RUMUFGA/COMNAVSUPPACT DANANG .... BT I :'t:'" . 
SEC RET IIN0400011 ., ... 
PERSONAL FOR tGEN REeKERS ON INFO RAllM AOA{1S0N FROM' ZUMWALT 
IClZ TURNOVER BRIEFING 
A. CO USARV 0105311 FEB 70 PASEP .'. . 

~ ...... 

PAGE TWO RHMr1AFA0380 SEC R E T/SPEC'AT EXCLUSIVE FORI 
Bit COMUSMACV 211140Z JAN '10 PASEP. ~ 
c. COMUSMACV 280140Z JAN 70 PAS[P 
I. (5) CG USARV HOSTED BRIEFING AFTE'RNOON J FEB AT LONG SINH ~, 
ICTZ TURNOVER CULMINATING MONTHS OF WORK BY IN."COUNTRY COMMANDS;'~ ~ 
THIS MATTER oPRESEWT \tIERE MAJOR U.s •. 'ARMY SUPPOR1 COMMANDERS l) '~(f;. f*1 
RADM ADAMSON, CG III MAY REP, A·NO MYSELF. 
20. (S) MEEtING ADDRESSED REQUIREMENT·S. IN TERMS (Ii' PERSONNEL, 
FACILITIES, EQUIPMENT, AND FUNDS TO ··ACCOMPLISH ASSUMPTION (F 
VARIOUS GEOGRAPHIC AND 'UNCII DNA!. AR~AS CF COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT 
IN IClZ. . 
3. (S) FIRST PORTION COVERED EVENTS AND 'SCHEDULE CONTAINED IN 
REF A. SECOND PORTION COVERED REMAINDiR OF AREAS AND FUNCTIONS 
IN WHICK CSS TO BE .ASSUMED BY ARI'1Y 'BY"PLANNING DATE 30 JUNE AS 
REQUIRED 1 N. REF B MOD IFIED BY REF. C.~ii~A MAJOR ASSUMPTION WAS 
FORCE STRUCTURE IN leTI REDUCED BY 3".000 IN PHASE IV REDEPLOY-
MENTS. :, " • 
4. (5) DETAILED BRIEFING EVIDENCED' Ttl'(ffOUGH PL.ANNING t£ING 
ACC()tfIlPlISHED BY Al.CON. SPEClFIC INtQ WItt BE FORWARDED AS SONN 
AS COPlES .OF SlIDES OBTAINED AND ANAL.Y'ZED. SEVERAL MAJOR PROBLEM 
AREAS SURFACED AND DISCUSSED AS OUTLINED BEl.OW. 
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PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA0380 0350350-SSSS--RUHHFMA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 040350Z FEB 70
EM CG III MAF
TO ROHRFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
S E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
ICTZ TURNOVER BRIEFING
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFORMA-
TION.
QU OTE
ZNY SSSSS
P 0209332 FEB 70 ZFF-6
FM COMNAVFORV
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
INFO RUMUFGA/COMNAVSUPPACT DANANG
BT
ECRET //N04000//

PERSONAL FOR LGEN NECKERS ON INFO RADM ADAMSON FROM ZUMWALT
ICTZ TURNOVER BRIEFING
A. CG USARV 0105312 FEB 70 PASEP

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0380 S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
B. COMUSMACV 211140Z JAN 70 PASEP
C. COMUSMACV 2801402 JAN 70 PASEP
1. (S) CG USARV HOSTED BRIEFING AFTERNOON 1 FEB AI LONG BINH ON
ICTZ TURNOVER CULMINATING MONTHS OF WORK BY IN-COUNTRY COMMANDS ON
THIS MATTER. PRESENT WERE MAJOR U.S. ARMY SUPPORT COMMANDERS,
RADM ADAMSON, CG III MAF REP, AND MYSELF.
2. (S) MEETING ADDRESSED REQUIREMENTS IN TERMS OF PERSONNEL,
FACILITIES, EQUIPMENT, AND FUNDS TO ACCOMPLISH ASSUMPTION OF

VARIOUS GEOGRAPHIC AND FUNCTI ONAL AREAS OF COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT
IN ICTZ.
3. (S) FIRST PORTION COVERED EVENTS AND SCHEDULE CONTAINED IN
REF A. SECOND PORTION COVERED REMAINDER OF AREAS AND FUNCTIONS
IN WHICH CSS TO BE ASSUMED BY ARMY BY PLANNING DATE 30 JUNE AS
REQUIRED IN REF B MODIFIED BY REF. C..A MAJOR ASSUMPTION WAS
FORCE STRUCTURE IN ICTZ REDUCED BY 37.000 IN PHASE IV REDEPLOY-
MENTS.
4. (S) DETAILED BRIEFING EVIDENCED THOROUGH PLANNING BEING
ACCOMPLISHED BY ALCON. SPECIFIC INFO WILL BE FORWARDED AS SONN
AS COPIES OF SLIDES OBTAINED AND ANALYZED. SEVERAL MAJOR PROBLEM
AREAS SURFACED AND DISCUSSED AS OUTLINED BELOW.
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0.380 sE'c R "[" riif'EcAt '-EXCLUSIVE FO-RI 
5. (S) DETAILED PlAN MA,Y NOT BE REAo'jY.,.UNTll 1 .MAR'CH. ! 
ADVISED THAT EARLYDECISI,ON DESIRED::'O,~. UTILIZATION OF PHI-LCOm 
FOPW SO THAT NOTICE OF TERMINAT! ON O,F ·PART (R ALL CF CONtRACT 
COULD BE GIVEN CG USARV AGREED THAT THft! INFO COUlD .~ 
PROVIDED EARLIER THA N COMPLEtE PLAN, ... M O'EFULL Y PRIOR .15 FEB. 
USARV REQUESTED QUR ASSISTANCE IN PERSUADING PHILCO .. FORD TO 
PERMIT PA&E TO RECRUIT TRAINED PERS~m;L. IN .. COUNTRY WHO WOULD 
NOT BE REQUIRED BY P-F. AFTER ARMY Ttift;NOVER.. . 
6. (S) USARV EXPRESSED CONCER'N ON ;$ltTING. DOWN TO NEGOTIATE FY 
71 CONTRACTS WITHOOT 7t BUDGET APPROVAL. IT WAS DETERMINED 
HON£VER THAT ,TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM. QTHER FINANCIAL FUNCTIONS 
COULD PERMIt ARMY t,lF:GOTIATIONS TO MEET:.THE DESIRED TURNOVER. DATE 
OF I J·UL Y 1970. . .. .' -: .: .' . 
1. (S) MUSE GENERATORS MAY BE· REQUIRED BY THE ARMY DUE TO 
NONCOMPATIBILITY OF EXISTING ARMYGE~N!RATORS WITH POWER 'PLANTS 
AND DISTRIBUT ION SYSTEMS. USARV IS .. t- PRESENT DETERMI NI NG 
REQUIREMENTS FOR GENERAl! 00. IT WAS "~TATED THAt ~SARV INTENDS 
10 ASK THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARfltY T¢ REQUEST THE NAVY TO 
TRANSFER MUSE' UNITS WITHOUT RIHMBURSEME,NT VICE REIMBURSEMENT (R 
REPLACEMENT IN KINDo WE WILL NOT KNOW tHE IMPACT cr THEIR 

. .. ...... 
.... : .... 

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0380 SEC R E T/S~~~'~,~ EXCLUSIVE FORI 
POSITION UNTIL FIRMER REQUIREMENTS Aft.E'~·.KNOWN. A POSSIBILITY IS 
DISPOSITION OF THE 18,000 KW OF MC~N~'~WER UNDER CONSTRUCTION' 
IN AN ADVANTAGEOUS MANNER TO FULFIl.;~ T'HE ARMY REQUIREMENT, 
THEREBY RELEASING fflUSE t WIT H THE AlTE,RNATIVE OF KEEP! NG 'THE 
MCON GENERATORS YET TO BE SHIPPED AND ~PERMITTING THE ARMY TO 
REtAIN MUSE GENERATORS WITHOUT RE IMB.9RSEME NT • 1 N ANY EVENT, 1 
CONSIDER It UNLIKEL Y THAT MACV V'ILt .C;QNCUR THAT WE IE REIMBURSED 
FOR MUSE UNI'TS AND KEEP THE NAVY PURt.,JiASEO 2.000 KW ~~ERATORS 
out OF COUNTRY FOR NAVY USE. 1 WILL'R£~OMMEND ACTION WHEN FIRM 
USARV REQUIREMENTS ARE KNOWN. . . ,<~ .-
8. (S) CAMP lIEN SHA WAS REQUESTED B'V:,tfSA.RV TO HOOSE ARMY 
PERSONNEL TASKED WITH ASSUMPTION OF,"OPERATIONS At THE DANANG 
DEEP WAtER PIER AND PORT FACILITIES.'.J·HE USA'RV REQUEST WAS 
FOR A SPECIFIC SECTION INCLUDING aOQ/BE~'S FOR 139. PERSONNEL 
AND ALL SUPPORT AND RECREATIONAL FAC!LITIES. I STATED THIS 
SECTIONALIZATIONOF CAMP lIEN SKA I~'J:NOT. ACCEPTABLE IN VIEW (Ii' 
OUR PLANS FOR TH£ VNN ACTOV BASE It¥'lC$.CH TIEN SHA HAS ALWAYS 
BEEN QIUR'lOW COST "AY TO' GO. THE I.NCftE.ASE IN BASE LOADING AND 
eft.AFt PlANNED FOR DANANG IN ADDItION't.O· THE ACCONPANY NG 
DEPEND,ENT SHELTERS AND COMMUNITY rACILtlIES WILL REQUIRE NAVY 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0380 E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
5. (S) DETAILED PLAN MAY NOT BE READY UNTIL I MARCH. I

ADVISED THAT EARLY DECISI ON DESIRED ON UTILIZATION OF PHILCO-
FORD SO THAT NOTICE OF TERMINATION OF PART OR ALL OF CONTRACT
COULD BE GIVEN CG USARV AGREED THAT THIS INFO COULD BE
PROVIDED EARLIER THAN COMPLETE PLAN, HOPEFULLY PRIOR 15 FEB.
USARV REQUESTED OUR ASSISTANCE IN PERSUADING PHILCO-FORD TO
PERMIT PA&E TO RECRUIT TRAINED PERSONNEL IN-COUNTRY WHO WOULD
NOT BE REQUIRED BY P-F AFTER ARMY TURNOVER.
6. (S) USARV EXPRESSED CONCERN ON SITTING DOWN TO NEGOTIATE FY
71 CONTRACTS WITHOUT 71 BUDGET APPROVAL. IT WAS DETERMINED
HOWEVER THAT TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM. OTHER FINANCIAL FUNCTIONS
COULD PERMIT ARMY NEGOTIATIONS TO MEET THE DESIRED TURNOVER DATE
OF 1 JULY 1970.
7. (S) MUSE GENERATORS MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE ARMY DUE TO
NONCOMPATIBILITY OF EXISTING ARMY GENERATORS WITH POWER PLANTS
AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS. USARV IS AT PRESENT DETERMINING
REQUIREMENTS FOR GENERATION. IT WAS STATED THAT USARV INTENDS
TO ASK THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY TO REQUEST THE NAVY TO
TRANSFER MUSE UNITS WITHOUT REIMBURSEMENT VICE REIMBURSEMENT OR
REPLACEMENT IN KIND. WE WILL NOT KNOW THE IMPACT OF THEIR

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0380 SECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/
POSITION UNTIL FIRMER REQUIREMENTS ARE KNOWN. A POSSIBILITY IS
DISPOSITION OF THE 18,000 KW OF MCON POWER UNDER CONSTRUCTION
IN AN ADVANTAGEOUS MANNER TO FULFILL THE ARMY REQUIREMENT,
THEREBY RELEASING MUSE, WITH THE ALTERNATIVE OF KEEPING THE
MCON GENERATORS YET TO BE SHIPPED AND PERMITTING THE ARMY TO
RETAIN MUSE GENERATORS WITHOUT REIMBURSEMENT. IN ANY EVENT, I
CONSIDER IT UNLIKELY THAT MACV WILL CONCUR THAT WE BE REIMBURSED
FOR MUSE UNITS AND KEEP THE NAVY PURCHASED 2,000 KW GENERATORS
OUT OF COUNTRY FOR NAVY USE. I WILL RECOMMEND ACTION WHEN FIRM
USARV REQUIREMENTS ARE KNOWN.
8. (S) CAMP TIEN SHA WAS REQUESTED BY USARV TO HOUSE ARMY
PERSONNEL TASKED WITH ASSUMPTION OF OPERATIONS AT THE DANANG
DEEP WATER PIER AND PORT FACILITIES. THE USARV REQUEST WAS
FOR A SPECIFIC SECTION INCLUDING BOQ/BEC'S FOR 1391 PERSONNEL
AND ALL SUPPORT AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. I STATED THIS
SECTIONALIZATION OF CAMP TIEN SHA IS NOT ACCEPTABLE IN VIEW OF
OUR PLANS FOR THE VNN ACTOV BASE IN WHICH TIEN SHA HAS ALWAYS
BEEN OUR LOW COST WAY TO GO. THE INCREASE IN BASE LOADING AND
CRAFT PLANNED FOR DANANG IN ADDITION TO THE ACCOMPANY NG
DEPENDENT SHELTERS AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES WILL REQUIRE NAVY
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PAGE 'FIVE'RHMMAf'A'0380 S""E 'CR '[ -·T/S~¥e~T. EXCLUSIVE' FORI 
USE OF ALL CAMP TIEN SHA AND lIEN SHA:~~NEX. IT W~S STRESSED 
THAT CONSTRUCTION AI SCRF' HAS' COPlMENC!eD: AND' REHASILITATI ON OF 
EXISTING BARRAC}(S FOR VNN DEPENDENT!f .t-S' PLANNED. THE NAVY 
POLICY FOR COMBINED VNN/USN OCCLJPA'fI-'OO- TO FACILITATE TURNOVER 
WAS ADDRESSED TO STRESS THAT seRF WIlL.·BECOME A COMBINED VNNI 
USN BASE WITH USN AND VNN HOUSE AT'TIEtfSHA BEGINNING IN THE 
VERY NEAR FutURE. IT lS ALS 0 A~TIC:IP(l:r,ED THAT VNN DEPENDENTS 
WILL OCCUpy DEPENDENT SHELTERS AS' S@iN AS THEY ARE READY FOR 
OCCUPANCY. THE USARV STAFF APPEARED.'O ::~K PRINCIPALLY 
INTERESTED IN THE RECREATIONAL AND surWORl FACILITIES AT CAMP 
lIEN SHA HAUFDOHEIR' H1POR!ANT, MORAL-E' AFfECT. CO USARV AGREED 
THAT THEY WILL. STUDY OTHER COMPOUND·S:U~ .THE DANANG EAST COMPLEX 
THAT WILL. BECOME AVAILABLE FOR· USE. :·loT WAS SUGGESTED THAT THE 
DANANG HOS.PI.iAL BE CONSIDERED AS' A POS&IBllITY. THE NSA DANANG 
AIRBASE CANTONMENT WAS ALSO ME NIl-ONED·.· ·tHE USA'RV REQUEST FOR 
TIEN SHA IS .NOW· IN ABEYA NCE UNTIL USARV: COMPLEtES THIS STUDY 0 

90 (S) USARV I NDICATED A DESIRE' FOR .. O'dNtINUED' NAVY CPERATION 
OF THE DANAN"G COMPLEX PHONE EXCHANGt'.,f£CAUSE-·OF PERSONNEL 
SHORTAGES. AFTER DISCUSSIONS CG USARV . .INDICATED USARV WOULD 
BE THE PREDOMINANT USER AND THEREFORE RESPONSIBLE. 

. . .'~ 

' .... 
PAGE SIX RHMMAFA0380 SEC R E t/SPEc~r EXCUJSI VE' FORI .' 
10. (U) I HOPE AND BELIEVE FOREGOING'~lLL BE ACCEPTABLE TO YOUo 
WOULD APPRECIAtE YOUR'TKOJGHTS~ ~.~~ . 
11. (0) .WARMREGARDS. ~: .. 

Of-" .. 
UNQUOTE 
G·P·4 
BT 

0380 
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA0380 SECRE T/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR/

USE OF ALL CAMP TIEN SHA AND TIEN SHA ANNEX. IT WAS STRESSED
THAT CONSTRUCTI ON AT SCRF HAS COMMENCED AND REHABILITATI ON OF
EXISTING BARRACKS FOR VNN DEPENDENTS IS PLANNED. THE NAVY
POLICY FOR COMBINED VNN/USN OCCUPATI ON TO FACILITATE TURNOVER
WAS ADDRESSED TO STRESS THAT SCRF WILL BECOME A COMBINED VNN/
USN BASE WITH USN AND VNN HOUSE AT TIEN SHA BEGINNING IN THE
VERY NEAR FUTURE. IT IS ALS 0 ANTICIPATED THAT VNN DEPENDENTS
WILL OCCUPY DEPENDENT SHELTERS AS SOON AS THEY ARE READY FOR
OCCUPANCY. THE USARV STAFF APPEARED TO BE PRINCIPALLY
INTERESTED IN THE RECREATIONAL AND SUPPORT FACILITIES AT CAMP
TIEN SHA HAUFDOHEIR IMPORTANT MORALE AFFECT. CG USARV AGREED
THAT THEY WILL STUDY OTHER COMPOUNDS IN THE DANANG EAST COMPLEX
THAT WILL BECOME AVAILABLE FOR USE. IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT THE
DANANG HOSPITAL BE CONSIDERED AS A POSSIBILITY. THE NSA DANANG
AIRBASE CANTONMENT WAS ALSO MENTIONED. THE USARV REQUEST FOR
TIEN SHA IS NOW IN ABEYANCE UNTIL USARV COMPLETES THIS STUDY.
9. (S) USARV INDICATED A DESIRE FOR CONTINUED NAVY OPERATION
OF THE DANANG COMPLEX PHONE EXCHANGE BE CAUSE OF PERSONNEL
SHORTAGES. AFTER DISCUSSI ONS CG USARV INDICATED USARV WOULD
BE THE PREDOMINANT USER AND THEREFORE RESPONSIBLE.

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA0380 S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/

10. (U) I HOPE AND BELIEVE FOREGOING WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO YOU.
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR THOUGHTS.
11. (U) WARM REGARDS.
GP-4BT
UNQUOTE
GP-4
BT
0380
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I.F.C OG XXIV COMPS
ZEM
I 0 0 R 1 1 T/LINDIS/EYES ONLY/FOR MAJGEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGEN
ZAIS FROM LIGER NICKERSON
ROK FORCES IN VIETNAM (J)
A. MACV 3107182 FEB 7 J (TS/EYES ONLY) NOTAL
1. REF A REQUESTED CG III MAF VIEWS ON THE ROLES FORESTON FOR ROK
FORCES AT VARIOUS STAGES OF THE VIETNAMIZATION PROCESS.
2. 20 BRIGADE, ROK MARINE CORPS OPERATES IN ACCORDANCE WITH MISSION
AND CONCEPT OF CONSINED CAMPAIGN PLAN. BRICADE IS UNDER OPERATIONAL
GUIDANCE OF CG III NAF.
3. BRIGADE OPERATES IN 60 ASSIGNED BY ACREDMENT OF COMUSMACV AND
COMROKV TO INCLUDE t. PORTION OF GOI NOI ISLAND. SINCE OPERATION
DEFIANT STAND ( 12 SEP S9) ROK'S HAVE MAINTAINED AT LEAST ONE COMPANY
ON NORTHERN TIP OF BARRIER ISLAND.
4. ROK MARINES ARE TASKED TO LOCATE AND DESTROY ENEMY FORCES,
EASES, AND LOCISTIC INSTALLATIONS IN ASSIGNED AREAS. THEY PARTICI-
PATE IN DEFENSE OF DANANG VITAL AREA BY SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAIS-
SANCE WITH EMPHASIS ON APPROACHES TO ROCKET BELT AND PROVIDE REACTION
FORCE FOR COMBINED ACTION PLATOONS WHEN REQUIRED IN THEIR AO. OPERA-
TIONS HAVE BEEN BOTH UNILATORAL AND COORDINATED WITH U.S. AND ARVN
FORCES. ON OCCASIONS U.S. AND ROK FORCES HAVE CONDUCTED CONDINED
OPERATIONS WITH DEFIANT STAND BEING THE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE.
5. DURING 1939 SUPPORT GIVEN TO THE ROK MARINE BRIGADE BY III MAF
CLEMENTS AVERAGED:

A. OPERATIONAL :
COMM SUPPORT 46 ENL1 OFF

2 OFF33 LVTP-5 92 ENL
S LVIR-S (S 155MM HOW) 54 ENL2 OFF
5 TANKS 2 OFF 25 ENL

0 ENL3 OFFLIAISON
4 HELO (1 EACH GUNSHIP, SLICK, C-45 PASS AND CH-53 CARGO )
NOTE: ANGLICO DETACHMENT OF C. OFF AND 74 ENL SUPPORTS BRI-

CADE, OUT IS NON III MAF TRANSITIONAL FORCE UNIT.
E. LOGISTICAL:

CLASS I. MASTER MENU FOR MORNING AND NOON MEAL PROVIDED BY
FORCE FOOD SERVICES. ROKMO DRAW THESE RATIONS FROM FORCE LOGISTIC
COMMAND. EVENING MEAL IS THE KOREAN CO BAT MEAL.

CLASS V. SUPPLIED TO ROKNO BY FORCE LOGICTIC COMAND.
ENGINEER SUPPORT. HEAVY EQUIPMENT COOKLIFTO, CRANES, AND

BULLDOZERS) LOANED TO ROKMO FROM FORCE LOCISTIC COMMAND MAINTENANCE
FLGAT. OTHER ADDITIONAL DAILY REQUIREMENTS FOR EQUIPMENT ON "AS
REQUIRED" BASIS.

MAINTENANCE SUPPORT. THIRD AND FOURTH ECHELON MAINTENANCE
PROVIDED BY FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND.

LITERAGE SUPPORT. YFU/LCU CUPPORT ON AN "AS REQUIRED"
CASIS. AVERAGE IS THREE REQUESTS A WEEK.

AS REQUIRED REQUESTS. THIS HEADQUARTERS SUPPLIES CONSTRUC-
(TO
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CHANGE IS FORESCEN IN THE ROLES AND TASKS OF THE ROK PARI
NC VIETNAMIZATION PROOCEDS. HOWEVER, AS REDEPLOYMENTO

ROK OPERATIONS WILL HAVE TO BE ADJUSTED TO 0000
IC FOR THE OPERATIONAL AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT WHICH WILL NO
22 AVAILABLE FROM MARINE FORCES.
ON I MARCH, III MAF WILL DESCRIB A SUBORDINATE

QUARTERS OF XXIV CORPS AND Ca XXIV CORPS WILL ASSUME THE DENIC..
AND I CORPS CCORDINATOR ROLES. AT THAT TIME, THE ROK WARY
WILL PA3S TO HIS OPERATIONAL AUTDANCE.

- A RESULT OF PHACE III RECEPLOYMENTS, THE LACT MARIUS CO...
MIDIOUS TRACTOR BATTALION WILL LEAVE VIETNAM. IN FACT, ALL

EXCEPT ONE COMPANY HAS ALREADY DEPARTED. AT THE PRESENT TIME THE
...SODE HAD IN SUPPORT TUO OF THE THREE AVAILABLE LVTP-3 PLATGON
BUT THESE MUST BE WITHDRAWN LL 12 FEDRUARY TO MEIT THEIR SAILING
EATE OF 27 FEBRUARY. THE ROK WILL MISS THE MODILITY AND PARTICULARLY
THE CARGO CARRYING CAPABILITY OF THESE VERICLES.

C. I AM ENDEAVORING TO ARRANGE FOR THE 6 AMORED AMPHISIANS
EACH MOUNTING A 105MM HOWITZER TO REMAIN IN COUNTRY AND IN SUPPORT
OF THE ROK'S WITH MAINTENANCE SUPPORT BEING FURNICHED FROM OKINAMA.
THE OUTCOME OF THIS PROJECT IS NOT KNOWN AT THIC TIME. ALTHOUGH ALL
SECTORS OF THE ROK AO CAN BE SUPPORTED BY MARINE ARTILLERY PRESENTLY
POSITIONED OUTSIDE THE AREA, BRIGADE FIRE POWER, ESPECIALLY IN
SUPPORT OF THE CAP'O, WILL DE REDUCED ADOUT 12 PER CENT, IF TABGE
WEAPONS MUST BE WITHDRAWN.
C. BY THE END OF PHASE III, ALL EXCEPT ONE COMPANY OF THE 1CT

TANK DATTALIC. WILL HAVE DEPARTED. WITH ONLY ONE COMPANY AVAILABLE
TO SUPPORT THE 1CT LARINE DIVISION, A PLATOON WILL NOT ALWAYS DE
AVAILABLD TO SUPPORT THE ROK MARINE BRIGADE ALTHOUGH U.C. ARMY
ARMOR MAY 22 AVAILABLE FOR FUTURE SUPPORT IF REQUIRED.

E. I DC NOT INVISION PHASE III REDEPLOYMENTS IMPACTING SERIOUSLY
ON THE AIR SUPPORT FURNISHED NOW AND NO CHANGES ARE AUTICIPATED IN
ANGLICO.
F. AS INDICATED IN PARA 5.0 III MAF ELEMENTS HAVE PROVIDED

CONSIDERABLE LOGISTIC SUPPORT. PHASE III RETEPLOYMENTS WILL OF
COURSE REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF THIC SUPPORT AVAILABLE, PARTICULARLY I...

THE ENGINEER, HAINTDNANCD, LITERAGE AND CONSTRUCTION CATEGORIES, OUT
THE ARTY MAY BE ABLE TO TAKE OVER THESE TACKS WITHIN ASSETS. CLASS
I AND CLASS V SUPPORT WILL GRADUALLY PASS TO THE ARMY AS THEY ASSUME
LOGISTICS DISPONSILILITY FOR ICIZ. NO PROBLERS ARE ANTICIPATED.
7. PHASE IV AND SUBSEqUENT REDEPLOY MENTS WILL REMOVE THE LAST
VESTICES OF U.S. MARINE CORPS SUPPORT TO THE BRIGADE. PRACE IV WILL
UNDOUETEDLY REQUIRE WITHDRAWAL OF AIR AND CO MD SUPPORT AND
301.0 LIAISON PERSONIEL. HOW MUCH, IF ANY,
OF THIS SUPPORT CAN DD PROVIDED FROM ARMY ASSETS IS UNKNOWN. THE
U.S. HARINE FORCE REMAINING AFTER ITHDRA AL OF THE 1ST MARINE
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r 0 P SEC RET SENS IT IVE EYES O!~LY FOR <EN A SRAMS FROM 
L T IE N tI I C KE R S ON 
FORCE PLA NNI r~ G ' 
A. COMUSf11A CV 011052 Z FE B 70 <T S/LD/E YES ONL Y) 
1. REF A REQUESTED VIEt~S AND CQvlMENTS ON THE P:JSSIBILI-

TY OF WDEPLOYIN G AN ADDn IONAL 100,000 U. S. TROOPS FRO 
RVNDURING 197121 SUBSEQUENT TO PHASE III. 
2. EASED ON THE ASSUMPTIONS IN REF A, A SIZE;A B..E 
RE DUCT I ON OF' U. S. FORCE S IN I C jR R3 IS FEA S1 ELE D UP. IN G 
THE LATTER HALF OF 1970. 
3. HONEVER, THE T I~1E PHASING paSf llATED (1 APRIL - 15 

AUGUST) APPEARS TO f£ UNREALISTIC Oil! Tl-IE PASIS OF THIi: 
F OL L QH N G F' ACT OR S: 
A. SHIPPI NG AVA ILA BILITY. PHA SE III MOJEMENi' OF RLT -2 6 
AtclD IT? ASSOCIATED AIR AND LOGISI ICAL SUPPJRl IS uTILIZINS 

ALL (LESS ONE ARG/SLF) AMPHIBIOUS SHIPPING IN WE Sf PAC 
PLUS SHIPPING FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES. THE LAST SH'IPS 
I,~ILL DEPART ABOur 28 VJARCH. TURNAROUND rIME MIGHI PERMH 
THEIR RET UR f:l BY A BOur 1 f'lAY, Bur THIS ALLO!lS FOR NO 
MA I ~rr ENA NCE, CA SUALT Y RE PA IR, OR CREI.tJ RE Sl. Ii IS OVERL Y 
OPTIMIsrIC. IN ADDITION, I1' IS DOUBlFll iHH SUFFICIENT 
SHIPPING WILL !:E AVAILABLE' 'f0 [TjOVE FJRCES JF lHE SIZE 
COrJTEM PLATE D tv IT H IN 1 HE fRAME G IVE:N • 
B. DANANG PORT CAPACITY. DURING PHA~ III MANY 
FU Ncr I O~J S NOW EE IN G PERFJRMED IN I C :jRPS BYi HE NAVAL 
SUPPORT ACTIVITY IN DANANGWILL EE TRANSFERHED 'JOTHE 
ARMY. OVER 1,600 NSA SPACES WILL LEAVE C.JUNTRY. THE 
A Ri'tJY IS Ef:: IN G SE \JEREL Y STRET CHED T u ASSUME THOSE F UNCI ION S 
IN T~ALL or TED TIME FRAf'lE ~JHILE SIMULIANE OUSL Y.REDEPLOY­
IN G F'R 0.\1 V IE TNAf~ MORE T HA N 28,000 OF l' HE IR CWN FER SONNEL. 
ALTHOUGH EVERY EFFORi IS EE IN G MADE TO ACC·Jr~PL ISH I HE 
CHAN!!: AS SMOOTHLY A\lJD EXF£DITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE, SOME 
PR OBL~ MS ARE BOUND TO DEVEL OP. A SHAKED Q,/N PER I aD AFT Eli 
}5 APR IL 1;10ULD BE DE SIRA ELE FOR N SA AND THE ARrfJ Y SlP PORT 
COMMAND f£FCRE ANOTHER REDEPLOYMEN1, THE LAHGESl YET IN 
~JUMEERS AND,TJN~}AGE THROUGH THE DANANG PJR{ FACILITIES 
C OMUiE NeE: S. 
C. SUPPLY AND EQUIP:'lENI B\CKL0G. PHASE III PJ!:RSONNEL 
I!JILL HAVE DEPARTED RVN BY 15 APRIL, BUI' MUCH EQUIPMENT 
AND LL\RGEAMOUNTS !.-"F SUPFlIES WILL [\lat. IN OIHER WORDS, 
THE AMOUNT OF [fJATERIEL10 EE NOJED E.XCEEDS Tl-'E CAPACITY 
OF T}£ SHIPPING AVAILABLE. THE B':ICKLGG f1USi BE SHIPPED 

. OUT AF TER THE PHA SE I II T H1E FRA[l1.E ENDS. PM SE IV REDE-
I R..OYt'lF:NTS WILL FURTHRER I'NCREASE THIS ~CKLOG. A LOGIST IC 
-ROLL- UP FORCE WILL BE AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY TO REMAIN 
IN-C:~Ut:f'=?'( Ak:rr;:~ DEPA:;:TLI!iF.: JF 7!-!Z PJ-;p.SE IV !]';!IS. !1ECO~~­
'1"fkq\~TI~\:S :;'~ T·l1< CO.;PJSl1' IJ.\j .'\LD SIZE .8F .I. ~'IS FO?CE '.:JILL 
~ F JRWARDl< 1) SF PA RAT i<L Y. 
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P 0513027

TOP SECRET
C G III :AAF

TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
T OPSECRET SENS IT IVE EYES ONLY FOR GEN A BRAMS FROM
LTEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING
A. COMUSMACV 011052Z FEB 70 (TS/LD/E YE S ONLY
1. REF A REQUESTED VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON THE POSSIBILI-

RECEIVED
TY OF FEDE PLOY IN AN ADDIT IONAL 100,000 U.S. TR00PS FROM
RVNDDURING 1970 SUBSEQUENT TO PHASE III.

6, FEB P.M.2. BA SE D ON THE ASSUMPTIONS IN REF A, A SIZEABLE
REDUCTION OF U.S. FORCES IN I COR PS IS FEASIBLE DURING 1970
THE LATTER HALF OF 1970.
3. HOWEVER, THE TIME PHASING POST LLATED ( 1 APRIL - 15

AUGUST) APPEARS TO BE UNREALISTIC ON THE BASIS OF THE
F OLL OWING ACT OR S:
A. SHIPPING AVAILABILITY. PHA SE III MOVEMENT OF RLT -26
AND ITS ASSOCIATED AIR AND LOGISI ICAL SUPPORT IS UT IL IZ ING

ALL (LESS ONE ARG/SLF) AMPHIBIOUS SHIPPING IN WE ST PA C

P LUS SHIPPING FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES. THE LAST SHIPS
WILL DE PART ABOUT 28 MARCH. TURNAROUND TIME MIGHT PERMIT
THEIR RETURN BY A BOUT 1 MAY, BUT THIS ALLOWS F OR NO.

MAINTENANCE, CASUALIY RE PA IR, OR CREW RESI. IT IS OVERL Y
OPTIMISTIC. IN ADDITION, IT IS D OUBIFUL THAT SUFFICIENT
SHIPPING WILL EE AVAILABLE` 0 MOVE FORCES OF THE SIZE
CONTEMPLATED WITHIN 1 HE FRAME GIVEN.
B. DA NA N G PORT CA PACITY. DURING PHA SE III MANY
FUNCTIONS NOW BEING PERFORMED IN I CURPS BY THE NAVAL
SUPPORT ACTIVITY IN DANANG WILL BE TRANSFERRED THE
ARMY OVER 1 ,600 NSA SPACE S WILL LEAVE COUNTRY. THE
ARMY IS BEING SEVERELY STRETCHED TO ASSIME THOSE FUNCT IONS
IN THE ALL OT TED TIME FRAME WHILE SIMULIANE OUSL Y REDE PLO Y-

ING FROM VIETNAM MORE THAN 28, 000 OF THEIR OWN PERSONNEL..
ALTHOUGH EVERY EFFORT IS BE IN G MADE TO ACCOMPL ISH HE
CHANGE AS SMOOTHLY AND EXPEDIT IOUSLY AS POSSIBLE, SOME
PROBLEMS ARE BOUND TO DEVELOP. A SHAKEDOWN PERIOD AFTER
15 APRIL WOULD BE DESIRABLE FOR NSA AND THE ARMY SIP PORT
COMMAND BEF ORE AN OTHER REDE PL OYMENT THE LARGESI YET IN
NUMBERS AND. I ONNA GE THR OUGH THE DA NANG PORT FACILITIES
COMMENCES.
C. SUPPLY AND EQUIPMENT BACKLOG. PHA SE III PERSONNEL
WILL HAVE DEPARTED RVN BY 15 APRIL, BUI MUCH EQUIPMENT
AND LARGE AMOUNTS OF SUPPLIES WILL NOT. IN OTHER WORDS,
THE AMOUNT OF MATERIEL TO BE MOVED EXCEEDS THE CA PA CITY

OF THE SHIPPING AVAILABLE. THE BACKL OG MUST BE SHIP PED
OUT AF TER THE PHA SE III TIME F RAME ENDS. PHA SE IV REDE-
FLOYMENTS WILL FURTHRER INCREASE THIS BACKLOG. A LOGIST IC
RO LL - UP FORCE WILL BE AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY TO REMAIN
IN-OCULIRY A FTER DEPARTURE JF THE PHASE IV UNITS. RECOM-
MENDATIONS On THE COMPOSITION AND SIZE OF THIS FORCE WILL
BF F ORWARDED SEPARATELY.
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1 WOULD APPEAR THAT r 0 ACCOMPLISH PHA S!: IVREDE-i PLOYMENTS OF" THE MAGNITUDE INDICATED,'.AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
, WOULD HAVE TO COl'<lE IN LATE flJARCH WHILE P}-fJ\SE III IS 
, STILL ONGOHLG. TACTICAL TURBULENCE IN THE I CORPS 

TA CT I CAL ZONE W OUL D ll: CON SIDE RA at. \1) n HDRAv! AL OF" THE 
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5 •. 6. C)NTnUE3 PQ03..EM IN R~:Di:::.?LJY/;E:Nl PL At.: N Hi 3 !.{AS 
3':EN rUE WA?ILITY Ie PU:t: AND C;.;J~.DgA1S ':ILH A;;V[\)· IJUS 
TO SF: C 1'~ n Y RE 51" Ii leT I -:;;i S. S0;,:t: D ... l~ l'~ GRAD IN G~i:; CL)5 S IF Ie .~­
TrO[<: 1:I.4t:{Lv 1" i~ FLA[\l~; 1';3 CYCL~ ':1 JQD ·:;RE.~,~lY . .!I,3 SISI IN 
'A I:·: < A 1"; IilI 21 T t.:;;: D~~ S rRr.:) pt-\ CI F rCA l I -'I' A 1vD V IEl iJA., Ii: ;\. rON 
"J:!F~lTUM. ' . 

. ~. AS ,~' R'C7'LIH~D FORCE ?L.HWINS Nf-1Ti'.SR, 1,1i. H'),VE r.::EE:l 
E XA l;1 "1 N:; 1 :-[r S IZ~ A:J D C~: IF 03.IT I~!\j ~~ 1 :"1,'., ~A ~i INE F'JRCE .1 '" 

~~'.r: 1"l l\.FTER '"J].!Azr; IV. Ij :·""-LANC~J ? ~,CE 04" C.O:::'INi;J 
AP·:;S CTJ INCLUDt~li) SOt'lE':u,\[ III E;::ESS Jl.I lEE 75;.21 
It?]O?:::: ?U\~'~!::'i) 7J~ IH::: :~LT 13 DEiif';;::.D tJ£':'t<::':'S.·L·:':'. HE(;:r~­
M::: MD AT I O~l:-; ON T :JE':! ILL c£ F 0:::"11\ R~~D ;3b:?A :;'\1' EL '(a 1 HE 
CO:.:3~Nr,'J ;\CTIO~: fi=~CF JF~:'J3 ~F'.jI';:jSLY APPRYJEG FJ~ 
!'-."p,nITN-: DlJR?~:;VS 'il\~".~IN3 F'n:: BAffiD JiJ P!-ICIFICp,lION 
RE2UIRE.)':MTS.:.JAaM R~: .:AROS. LT ,EN NIC;\ERSJN 
3?- 1; 

(S~.J ~.jJTr;~ 'Y'LI\/E:i DURlf\Jl NOF/:';AL '::J:;/CING HO~f~S) 
1:7 J 

DECLASSIFIED 

THE COMPLETION OF PHASE III REDE PLOYMENT FACT,
WOULD APPEAR THAT IN ORDER TO AC COMPLISH PHA SE IV REDE-
PLOYMENTS OF THE MA GN IT UDE INDICATED, AN ANNOUNCEMENT
WOULD HAVE TO COME IN LATE MARCH WHILE PHA SE III IS
STILL ON G O I N G. TACTICAL TURBILENCE IN THE I C OR PS
TACTICAL Z ONE WOULD BE CONSIDERA BLE. WIT HDRAWAL OF THE
BULK OF MARINE CORPS FORCES WILL RE QUIRE RELOCATION OF
AR VII FORCES, REDISPOSITION OF THE REMAINING U.S. FORCES
I 1V I CORPS, REALLOCATION OF FIRE SURPORT MEANS AND
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW LOC'S AND L OGISTICAL ARRANGEMENT: S.
IT WOULD BE HI GHLY AD VANT A GE OUS, IN OUR OPINION, TO DELAY
THE BE GINNING OF PHASE IV
4. THE ASSIGNMENT OF A RIGADE OF RVN MARINES TO QUANG

NAM PROVINCE, AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 1.C. (2) (B), WILL OFF-
SET TO S OME DE GREE REDE PL OYMENT OF THE BULK OF THE U.S.
MARINES IN I C OR PS . HOWEVER, IT IS STRENGLY RECOMMENDED
THAT A VNMC BRIGADE BE DEPLOYED TO I C ORPS IN MARCH CON-
CURRENT WITH THE REDEPLOYMENT UF. HE 26TH MARINES. THE
JUNE DAIE MENTIONED FOR ARRIVAL OF THIS UNIT DOES NOT F U.
FILL I CORPS NEEDS IF PHASE IV REDEPL JYMENT'S START IN
APRIL OR MAY.
5. A CONT INUING PROBLEM IN REDEPLOYMENT PLANNING HAS
EEN THE INABILITY IO PLAN AND COORDINATE WITH ARVN DUE
TO SECURITY RESTRICTIONS. SOKE DOWNGRADING OF CLASSIFICA-
TION EARLY IN THE PLANNING CYCLE WOULD GREATLY AS SIST IN
AIMAANIMG THE DESIRED PACIFICAL I OM AND VIET NA IZA. ION
MORENTUM.
6. AS A RELATED FORCE PLANNING MATTER, WE HAVE SEEN
EXAMINING THE SIZE AND COMPOSITION MAKINE FORCE
RETAIN AFTER PHASE IV. A BALANCED FORCE OF COMPINED
ARMS (TO INCLUDE AIR) SOMEVHAT IN EXCESS , THE 75 . D
TR 00PS PLANNED FOR THE RLT IS DEENED NECES SARY. RECOM-
MENDATIONS ON THIS-WILL E FORWARDED SEPARATELY. T HE
COMBINED ACTION F ORCE JF 903 PREVIOUSLY APPROVED FOR
PLANNING PURPOSES REMAINS FIRM BA SED ON PACIFICATION
REQUIRE.ENTS. WARM REGARDS. LI EN NICKERSON
GP-4

SS , NOTE: DELIVER DURIN NORMAL WORKING HOURS)
053
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PITTZYOW RHMMAFA0838
ZNY TTTTT
P 0713582 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
T OPSECRI E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR. LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER DURING WORKING

SECTION ONE OF TWOHOURS)
FORCE PLANNING
A. CG FMFPAC 040322Z FEB 70
10 FOLLOWING MESSAGES, REFLECTING THE POSITION CONTAINED
IN REF A, HAVE BEEN SENT TO COMUSMACV:
QUOTE
P 061302Z
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
BI
TOPSECRET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM
LTGEN NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING
A. COMUSMACV 0110527 FEB 70 (TS/LD/EYES ONLY)

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0838 T 0 P S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
10 REF A REQUESTED VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON THE POSSIBILI-
TY OF REDEPLOYING AN ADDITIONAL 100,000 U.S. TROOPS FROM
RVN DURING 1970 SUBSEQUENT TO PHASE IfI.
2. BASED ON THE ASSUMPTIONS IN REF A...A SIZEABLE
REDUCTION OF U.S. FORCES IN I CORPS IS FEASIBLE DURING
THE LATTER HALF OF 1970.
3. HOWEVER, THE TIME PHASING POSTULATED: 81 APRIL 6 15
AUGUST) APPEARS TO BE UNREALISTIC ON THE BASIS OF THE
FOLLOWING FACTORS:
Ao SHIPPING AVAILABILITY. PHASE III MOVEMENT OF RLT-26
AND ITS ASSOCIATED AIR AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT IS UTILIZING
ALL (LESS ONE ARG/SLF) AMPHIBIOUS SHIPPING IN WESTPAC
PL US SHIPPING FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES. THE LAST SHIPS
WILL DEPART ABOUT 28 MARCH. TURNAROUND TIME MIGHT PERMIT
THEIR RETURN BY ABOUT I MAY, BUT THIS ALLOWS FOR NO

MAINTENANCE, CASUALIY REPAIR, OR CREW REST. II IS OVERLY
OPTIMISTIC. IN ADDITION, II IS DOUBTFUL THAT SUFFICIENT
SHIPPING WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MOVE FORCES OF THE SIZE
CONTEMPLATED WITHIN THE FRAME GIVEN...
B. DANANG PORT CAPACITY. DURING PHASE III MANY
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0838 I o C R T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
FUNCTIONS NOW BEING PERFORMED IN I CORPS BY THE NAVAL
SUPPORT ACTIVITY IN DANANG WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
ARMY. OVER 1,600 NSA SPACES WILL LEAVE COUNTRY. THE
ARMY IS BEING SEVERELY STRETCHED TO ASSUME THOSE FUNCTIONS
IN THE ALLOTTED TIME FRAME WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY REDEPLOY-
ING FROM VIETNAM MORE THAN 28,000 OF THEIR OWN PERS ONNEL.
ALTHOUGH EVERY EFFORT IS BEING MADE TO ACCOMPLISH THE
CHANGE AS SMOOTHLY AND EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE, SOME
PROBLEMS ARE BOUND TO DEVELOP. A. SHAKEBOWN PERIOD AFTER
15 APRIL WOULD BE DESIRABLE FOR NSA AND THE ARMY SUPPORT
COMMAND BEFORE ANOTHER REDEPLOYMENT, THE LARGEST YET IN
NUMBERS AND TONNAGE THROUGH THE DANANG PORT FACILITIES
COMMENCES.
Co SUPPLY AND EQUIPMENT BACKLOG PHASE III PERSONNEL
WILL HAVE DEPARTED RVN BY 15 APRIL, BUT MUCH EQUIPMENT
AND LARGE AMOUNTS OF SUPPLIES WILL NOT. IN OTHER WORDS,
THE AMOUNT OF MATERIEL TO BE MOVED EXCEEDS THE CAPACITY
OF THE SHIPPING AVAILABLE. THE BACKLOG MUST BE SHIPPED
OUT AFTER THE PHSE III TIME FRAME ENDS. PHASE IV REDE-
FLOYMENTS WILL FURTHRER INCREASE THIS BACKLOG. A LOGISTIC

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0838 I E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
ROLL-UP FORCE WILL BE AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY TO REMAIN
IN-COUNTRY AFTER DEPARTURE OF THE PHASE IV UNITS. RECOM-
MENDATIONS ON THE COMPOSITION AND SIZE OF THIS FORCE WILL
BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY
D. TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS. IF PHASE IV BEGINS ON 15
APRIL, THERE WILL BE NO PER100 OF CONSOLIDATIO FOLLOWING
THE COMPLETION OF PHASE III REDEPLOYMENTS. IN FACT, IT
WOULD APPEAR THAT IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH PHASE IV REDE-
PLOYMENTS OF THE MAGNITUDE INDICATED.,2 AN ANNOUNCEMENT
WOULD HAVE TO COME IN LATE MARCH WHILE PHASE III IS
STILL ONGOING. TACTICAL TURBULENCE IN THE I CORPS
TACTICAL ZONE WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE.com WITHDRAWAL OF THE
BULK OF MARINE CORPS FORCES WILL REQUIRE RELOCATION OF

ARVN FORCES, REDISPOSITION OF THE REMAINING U.S. FORCES
IN I CORPS, REALLOCATION OF FIRE SUPPORT MEANS, AND
ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW LOC S S AND LOGISTICAL ARRANGEMENTS.
II WOULD BE HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS, IN OUR OPINION, TO DELAY
THE BEGINNING OF PHASE IV
40 THE ASSIGNMENT OF A BRIGADE OF RVN MARINES TO QUANG

PAGE 2'OF 6PAGE-
WILD AFFeNAM PROVINCE, AS SUGGESTED IN PAR

2111 HAF 2100/4 COPY OF 5 COPIES TOP SECRET
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA0838 I 0 C Ed T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
SET TO SOME DEGREE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE BULK OF THE U.S.
MARINES IN I CORPS. HOWEVER , IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
THAT A VNMC BRIGADE BE DEPLOYED TO I-CORPS IN MARCH CON-
CURRENT WITH THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 26TH MARINES. THE
JUNE DATE MENTIONED FOR ARRIVAL or THIS UNIT DOES NOT FUL-
FILL I CORPS NEEDS IF PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENTS START IN
APRIL OR MAY.
50 A CONTINUING PROBLEM IN REDEPLOYMENT PLANNING HAS
BEEN THE INABILITY TO PLAN AND COORDINATE WITH ARVN DUE
TO SECURITY RESTRICTIONS. SOME DOWNGRADING OF CLASSIFICA-
ION EARLY IN THE PLANNING CYCLE WOULD GREATLY ASSIST IN
MAINTAINING THE DESIRED PACIFICATION AND VIETNAMIZATION
MOMENTUM.
6. AS A RELATED FORCE PLANNING MATTER.9 WE HAVE BEEN
EXAMINING THE SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF THE MARINE FORCE TO
REMAIN AFTER PHASE IV. A BALANCED FORCE OF COMBINED
ARMS 8TO INCLUDE AIR) S OMEWHAT IN EXCESS OF THE 7500
TROOPS PLANNED FOR THE RLT IS DEEMED NECESSARY. RECOM-
MENDATIONS ON THIS WILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY. THE
COMBINED ACTION FORCE OF 600 PREVIOUSLY APPROVED FOR

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA0838 TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
PLANNING PURPOSES REMAINS FIRM BASED ON PACIFICATION
REQUIREMENTS. WARM REGARDS. LIGEN NICKERSON
GP-4
UNQUOTE
QUOTE
0 0708572 ZYH ZFF-d ZFF-1
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
BT
TOPSECRE I/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY/FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
FORCE PLANNING
A. COMUSMACV 0110522 FEB 70 (IS/EYES ONLYY
B. CG III MAF 0613022 FEB 70 (TS/EYES ONLY)
C. CG III MAF 282350Z JAN 70 (TS/EYES ONLY)
D. COMUSMACV 3110262 JAN 70 (TS/EYES ONLY)
1. REF A REQUESTED VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON THE POSSIBILITY OF

REDEPLOYING AN ADDITIONAL 100,000 U.S. IROOPS FROM RVN DURING 1970
SUBSEQUENT TO PHASE III. REF B RESPONDED BUT DID NOT ADDRESS THE
SIZE AND COMPOSITIO ON OF THE MARINE CORPS FORCE TO REMAIN IN COUNTRY
BT
0838
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TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
I OPSEC R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER DURING WORKING
HOURS) FINAL SECTION OF TWO
AFTER COMPLETION OF PHASE IV. REF. C PROPOSED RETAINING IN COUNTRY
AFTER PHASE IV ONE COMBINED ACTION GROUP. REF D APPROVED REF C
FOR PLANNING.
2. THIS MESSAGE SETS FORTH MY VIEWS AND COMMENTS REGARDING THE
COMPOSITION AND SIZE OF MARINE CORPS FORCES TO REMAIN IN RVN DURING
THE PERI OD BETWEEN PHASE III AND ACHIEVEMENT OF TRANSITIONAL FORCE
LEVELS.
3: A MARINE RLT OF APPROXIMATELY 7500, AS APPROVED FOR PLANNING
PURPOSES BY REF D , IS NOT RECOMMENDED AS THE FORCE
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT IN ICTZ FOLLOWING WITHDRAWAL OF THE BULK OF THE
1ST MARINE AIRCRAFT WING AND THE 1ST MARINE DIVISION.
40 TO INCREASE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF AN INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED RLT
AND IMPROVE THE TACTICAL SITUATION WHICH WILL RESULT FROM THE WITH-

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0840 I 0 PSECR E.I./SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
DRAWAL OF THE 1ST MARINE DIVISIO AS DISCUSSED IN REF B, IT IS
RECOMMENDED THAT A MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE (MAB) OF APPROXIMATELY
10,800 BE SUBSTITUTED FOR THE RLT NOW BEING USED FOR PLANNING PURO
POSES. THE MAB WOULD BE COMPOSED AS FOLLOWS:
As COMMAND ELEMENT TO INCLUDE INTERROGATION, TRANSLATOR, AND

COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY PERSONNEL.
B. GROUND ELEMENT TO INCLUDE INFANTRY REGIMENT WITH LIGHT,

MEDIUM AND HEAVY ARTILLERY, RECON, LANK AND MT SUPPORT.
Co AVIATI ON ELEMENT TO INCLUDE A FIXED WING GROUP (20/A-4 AND

12/A-6) AND A HELICOPTER GROUP (21/6-46, 6/CH-63, 12/UKIE, 18/AH-1
AND 4/0V-10).

D. COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENT TO INCLUDE COMMUNICATIONS,
MP, RADIO BATTALION, ENGINEER, AND SERVICE TROOPS.
5. COMPARED WITH AN RLI, THE PROPOSED) MAB HAS THE FOLLOWING
ADVANTAGES:

A. THE MAB IS A BALANCED AIR/GROUND FORCE OF COMBINED ARMS
THAT CAN BE EMPLOYED AS A CONTINGENCY FORCE ANYWHERE BY THE ICTZ
COMMANDER OR HIGHER AUTHORITY. MOBILITY AND HEAVY FIRE SUPPORT
(INCLUDING ALL-WEATHER CLOSE AIR) ARE INHERENT IN THE FORCE AND
RELIANCE ON OTHER UNITS FOR COMBAI AND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT WOULD
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BE MINIMAL.

B. TACTICAL FLEXIBILITY IS VASILY INCREASED. AN RLT WOULD BE
RELATIVELY DEPENDENT ON OTHER NEARBY, SERVICE SUPPORT WHEREAS THE
MAB WILL BE CAPABLE OF CONDUCTING OPERATIONS AT CONSIDERABLE DIS-
TANCE 850-60 MILES) FROM ITS NORMAL BASE AREA" RAPID RELOCATION
OF ITS BASE AREA IS ALSO FEASIBLE. AS A. BONUS THE MAB PROVIDES THE
BASE TO WHICH THE TWO SPECIAL LANDING FORCES COULD BE ADDED.

Co THE MAB POSSESSES EXCEPTIONAL COMBAT POWER (TO INCLUDE
HEAVY ARTILLERY, TANKS, AND ENGINEER AS WELL AS AIR). A BATTALION
OF 105MM HOW ARTILLERY REINFORCED WITH A 155MM HOW BATTERY
NORMALLY SUPPORTS AN RLT: THERE IS NO HEAVY ARTILLERY CAPABILITY.
A MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP NORMALLY PROVIDES THE TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT
FOR AN RLT. THE 7500 RLT DOES NOT PROVIDE FOR EITHER CAPABILITY IN
THIS SUPPORT AREA. AS A RESULT AIR SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS WOULD HAVE
TO BE PROVIDED BY USAF AND USN AIRCRAFT AT THE EXPENSE OF SUPPORT
TO OTHER IN-COUNTRY UNITS AND THE OUT-OF-COUNTRY EFFORT. IT IS NOT
CONSIDERED PRUDENT TO DENUDE THE REMAINING FORCES OF THEIR INTEGRAL
FIRE SUPPORT CAPABILITY ESPECIALLY AT A TIME WHE # INCREASED RELIANCE
WILL BE PLACED ON THEIR EMPLOYMENT.

D. THE MAB IS BETTER ABLE TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO THE VIET-

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0840 T OPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
NAMESE BECAUSE OF ITS ADDITIONAL FIRE SUPPORT MEANS AND MOBILITY.
IN KEEPING WITH VIETNAMIZATION AND THE DEPLOYMENT OF ARVN UNITS
DEEPER INTO THE PIEDMONT AND HIGHLANDS, THE MAB HAS A UNIQUE CAP-
ABILITY TO PROVIDE A RESPONSIVE AIR/GROUND REACTION FORCE.
60 APART FROM THE MARINE COMBAT FORCE4 A LOGISTIC ROLL-UP FORCE
WILL BE REQUIRED TO REMAIN IN-COUNTRY AN ESTIMATED THREE MONTHS
AFTER THE COMPLETION OF PHASE IV.

A. ASSUMING THAT SECURITY WILL BE PROVIDED BY OTHER FORCES,
THE LOGISTIC ROLL-UP FORCE WILL AGGREGATE APPROXIMATELY 1200 AS
FOLLOWS:

ENLOFF
77HEADQUARTERS 18

320H&S ELEMENT 13.

MOTOR TRANSPORT ELEMENT 2836.

SUPPLY ELEMENT 49522
TOTAL 117559

B. THE MAJORITY OF THE PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO THE FORCE
LOGISTIC COMMAND (FL C)WILL DEPART RVN DURING PHASE IVo HOWEVER,
AS STATED IN REF B, NOT ALL OF THE SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT AND PROPERTY
CURRENTLY ON HAND CAN BE RETURNED TO CONUS IN THE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA0846 E C E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
MONTH TIME FRAME PLANNED FOR PHASE IVo THE AMOUNT OF BACKLOG WILL
BE DEPENDENT ON SHIPPING AVAILABILITY AND TIMING OF PHASE IV AS
DISCUSSED IN REF B. THE LOGISTIC ROLL-UP FORCE, WHICH INCLUDES
EMBARKATION, AMMUNITION/EOD, MATERIEL, SHIPPING AND RECEIVING
SALVAGE, AND STOCK CONTROL ELEMENTS, WILL COMPLETE WORK STARTED
BY FLC, PREPARE AND PACKAGE STOCK CONTROL ELEMENTS, WILL COMPLETE
WORK STARTED BY FLC, PREPARE EQUIPMENT ORGANIC TO THE FORCE SERVICE
REGIMENT FOR REDEPLOYMENT TO CONUS.
7. REF C DISCUSSES THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE AND PROPOSED RETEN-
TION OF A COMBINED ACTION GROUP (CAG). OF 600 TROOPS IN QUANG NAM
PROVINCE. REF D APPROVED THE PROPOSAL FOR PLANNING PURPOSES. IT IS

EMPHASIZED THAT 600 IS THE BOTTOM LIMIT FOR THE GROUP BEFORE IT
BECOMES NON-EFFECTIVE AND BECAUSE OF ITS UNIQUE MISSION IT IS ADDI-
TIVE TO THE MARINE COMBAT FORCE.
8. THE SUPPORI/TRANSITIONAL FORCE LEVEL OF 600 FOR MARINE CORPS
AS PREVIOUSLY CONTAINED IN RESIDUAL FORCE PLANNING REMAINS FIRM.

90 IN SUMMARY, THE REQUIREMENT FOR A POST PHASE IV MARINE FORCE
IN RVN IS:

10.8KA. MAB
B. SUPPORT/TRANSITION FORCE .6K

PAGE SIX RHMMAFA0840 0 PSECRE I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
.o6KC. CAG
1.2K CLIMITED PERIOD AFTERD. LOGISTIC ROLL-UP FORCE

PHASE IV)TOTAL 83.2K
10. RECOMMEND APPROVAL FOR PLANNING PURPOSES OF THE 13.2K MARINE
FORCE.
WARM REGARDS. LT GEN NICKERSON.
GP-4
UNQUOTE
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0840
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BT
SECRET//N0400011
FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO RADM ADAMSON FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
ICTZ TURNOVER BRIEFING
A. COMNAVFORV 0209337 FEB 70 (SPECAT)
Bo COMUSMACV 211140Z JAN 70
10 I APPRECIATE YOUR MESSAGE REGARDING THE TURNOVER
BRIEFING.
2. MY PRINCIPLE CONCERNS ARE TWOFOLD:(1) ARMY CAPABILI-
TY TO TAKE OVER WITHOUT INTERRUPTION OR DEGRADATION OF
SUPPORT TO TACTICAL OPERATI ONS AND WELFARE OF COMBAT
FORCES, AND (2) VALIDITY OF ASSUMPTION THAT 37,000 FORCES
WILL BE TAKEN FROM ICTZ DURING PHASE FOUR COUPLED WITH
MACV PLANNING GUIDANCE THAT ALL MARINE COMBAT FORCES ARE
OUT OF COUNTRY BY I JULY 70 OR USARV. WILL SUPPORT THOSE
REMAINING AFTER THAT TIME.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0714 S E CR E T/FOR/
3. THE FIRST CONCERN IS GENERATED BY RECOGNITION OF
USARV'S EAGERNESS AND DESIRE TO ASSUME ICTZ COMMON SERVICE
SUPPORT, BUT CONTINUING INDICATIONS THAT CAPABILITY
DOESN'T MATCH WILLINGNESS: E.G... IN ALL USARVPAC THE ARMY
IS UNABLE TO LOCATE SIX FIRE TRUCKS AND ONE REFUELING SYS-
TEM TO SUPPORT AIRFIELDS AT PHU. BAI AND QUANG TRI; AND
USARV'S SEEKING YOUR HELP TO INDUCE PHILCO FORD WORKERS
TO TRANSFER TO PA&E. SITUATI ONS OF THIS KIND. SUGGEST
AGREEMENT AT CONCEPTUAL LEVEL BUT QUESTIONABLE CAPABILITY
TO IMPLEMENT.
4. THE SECOND CONCERN IS RELATED TO IME/SPACE/SHIPPING

2FACTORS AND PHASE FOUR ASSOMPTIONS. IT: APPEARS THAT
COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW FISCAL YEAR, CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS,
THE DESIRE TO REALIGN SERVICE FORCE STRUCTURE, AND SIMILAR
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS ARE GOVERNING PLANNING. IN REALITY,
ENEMY CAPABILITIES, TACTICAL SITUATION SHIPPING AVAILA-
BILITY, ORDERLY SHIFT ON FORCES AND SIMILAR OPERATIONAL
CONSIDERATI ONS SHOULD BE PARAMOUNT. PAST EXPERIENCE HAS
INDICATED A SIX WEEK PLANNING CYCLE BETWEEN PHASES (PHASE
TWO TERMINATION, 15 DEC 69; PHASE III COMMENCEMENT 1 FEB

PAGE OF 2 PAGESFMFPAC:GEN 2100/3 (3/69)
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0714 SECRE T/FOR/
70). WITH A PHASE FOUR AT LEAST AS BIG AS PHASE THREE, A
SIMILAR CYCLE CAN BE EXPECTED AGAIN. IF THE 37,000 RE-
DUCTION INCLUDES ONLY MARINES AS SUGGESTED IN YOUR MESSAGE,
AND GIVEN A D-DAY APPROXIMATING .1 JUNE, THE BASIC ASSUMP-
TION IS UNREASONABLE. A PHASE FOUR TERMINATION BY 15
AUGUST IS MORE REAS ONABLE, BUT ONLY IF THE FORCE REDUCTIONS
ARE SCHEDULED JUDICI OUSLY AND NOT CONCENTRATED IN ONE
UNIT AND THROUGH ONE PORT. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0714
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SEC RET EYES ON1.Y SECTION ONE 
FOR flJGEN TWONSEND FROM 1.TGEN NICKERSON 
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT ICTZ 3-4 FEB 1970 
A. COMUSMACV301105Z MAY 1959 

• 

1. lAW REF A FOL.1.0WING IS THE SUBSTANCit Olr MATTERS DIS .. 
CUSSED DURING THE SUBJECT VISIT 3-4 fEB 1970 • 

. ~. CG III MAF/SA leIZ, LTGEN NICKERSON, DISCUSSED: 
~HE CURRENT SITUATION IN I CORPS;.III MAF TARGETING IN 
THE DMZ. WESTERN QUANG TRI AND WESTERN THUA THIEN; THE 
VARIOUS INTELLIGENCE/RECONfMISSANCE MEANS UTILIZED BY 
II I MAF TO DETEct AND VERIFY ENEMY (\lOVEMENT AND SUPPLY 
STORAGE; ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE WESTERN REEHONS OF I CORPS 
PARTICULARlY QUANG TR! AND .THUA THIEN, AND THE CONTIGUOUS 
AREAS OF LAOS; ASSETS BEING USED IN A ~1AS5IVE INTER­
DICTION EFFORT TO DESTROY THE ENEMY AND HIS SUPPLIES AND 
TO cur HIS LOC·S, I.E., EXTENSIVE B-52 RAIDS. A-6 !.HtM 
rAC RADAR BEACON, TPQ RADAR CONTOOL FLIGWrS, StANDARD 
DAYLIGHT FLIGHtS f AND ARTILLERY RAI DS • , 
3. CG I CTZ, I?JLTGEN LAM, PROVIDED HI S EVALUATION OF THE 
CURRENT SITUAtION IN tCTZ AND MADE SPECIFIC COMMENTS 
REGAROHJG INFILTRATION IN QUANG TRI AflD QUANG NGAI PRO­
VINCES, THE PRIMARY FLOW APPEARS TO BE SOfJTH THROUGH 
L.AOS AND INTO I CORPS ACROSS tHE VN' SAL.IENT; THEN 
THROUGH BASE AREA 611 INTO AND ACROSS ASHI~U VALL.EY. 
4. FIRST MARINES - MGEN WHEELER, CG 1ST ~ARDIV AND THE 
CO, 1st MARINES. COL t4ILKINSON, BRIEFED ON SITUA nON IN 
1ST MARINES AO AN!> WAS FOLLOWED BY Mn{E CO. c.o. \lIHO HAS 
THE PILOT CuPP EFFORT. AFTER PRESENTATION, GEN ROSSON 
INSPECTED RANKS OF CUPP UNIT. IN DISCUSSION \HTH GEN 
ROSSON. tROOPS STATED THAT RF wE~E EXPERIENCING SOME 
SUPPL.Y SHORTAGES PARTICULARLY PONCHOS AND THAT ONE PF 
SOL.DIER HAD NOT RECEIVED HIS FAMILY ALLOWA:NCE FOR SEVEN 
MONTHS. GEN ROSSON DIRECTED THAT THESE ITEMS BE BROUGHT 
TO THE ATTENtION OF CORDS RF IPF ADVISOR. 
5·. 51ST REG T HQ - L. TGEN LAM A NO COL THUC f REG I MEN tAL 
e.o. L.ATER COVERED SITUATION IN AO INCLUDING SENSORS, GEN 
ROSSOtJ INQUIRED ABOUT DESERTION RATE AND SNIPER PROGRAM. 
COL. THue STATED THAT PART OF HIS OESERTION RATE PROBLEM 
STEMMED FROM HIS RECEIVING A DISPROPORTIONATEL.Y LARGE 
SHARE OF CATEGORY B PERSONNEL; HOWEVER, THE RATE HAS 
DECLINED FROM ITS PEAK IN OCT. COL THUC StATED THAT TO 
DATE, THE StUPER PROGRA£rl WAS ONL.Y ifDDERATEL.Y SUCCESSFUl 
BUT THAT PLANS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR EXPERIENCED 1ST MARDIV 
PERSONNEL TO PROVIDE PRACtICAL FIELD TRAINING. LIGEN 
LAM stATED THAT AFTER tET HE WOULD ASSIGN TO 51ST REGT 
•• ,AO CO.LIS.ED VITH THAT Of 'TH MARINES. HE ALSO lNDI-

t HI DO LIKEWISE vltH Ttl! RA.8i. &IlfNIP" 

l 

WILL tAil eYE·R tHE 26TH MRII'S ... 
,~., •• ,"'* __ QOMA'DIO' ~"' • .:_ . '!'~liii#;;~f#f~?)kJ=J 
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P 080910Z ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRET EYES ONLY SECTION ONE
FOR MGEN TWONSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT ICTZ 3-4 FEB 1970
A. COMUSMACV 301105Z MAY 1969
1. IAW REF A FOLLOWING IS THE SUBSTANCE OF MATTERS DIS-
CUSSED DURING THE SUBJECT VISIT 3-4 FEB 1970.
2. CG 111 MAF /SA ICTZ, LTGEN NICKERSON, DISCUSSED:
THE CURRENT SITUATION IN I CORPS; III MAF TARGETING IN
THE DMZ, WESTERN QUANG TRI AND WESTERN THUA THIEN; THE
VARIOUS INTELLIGENCE/RECONNAISSANCE MEANS UTILIZED BY
III MAF TO DETECT AND VERIFY ENEMY MO VEMENT AND SUPPLY
STORAGE; ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE WESTERN REGIONS OF I CORPS
PARTICULARLY QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN, AND THE CONTIGUOUS
AREAS OF LAOS; ASSETS BEING USED IN A MASSIVE INTER-
DICTION EFFORT TO DESTROY THE ENEMY AND HIS SUPPLIES AND
TO CUT HIS LOC'S, I.E., EXTENSIVE B-52 RAIDS, A-6 WITH
FAC RADAR BEACON, TPQ RADAR CONTROL FLIGHTS, STANDARD
DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS, AND ARTILLERY RAIDS.
3. CG ICTZ, OLIGEN LAM, PROVIDED HIS EVALUATION OF THE
CURRENT SITUATION IN ICTZ AND MADE SPECIFIC COMMENTS
REGARDING INFILTRATION IN QUANG TRI AND QUANG NGAI PRO-
VINCES. THE PRIMARY FLOW APPEARS TO BE SOUTH THROUGH
LAOS AND INTO I CORPS ACROSS THE VN SALIENT; THEN
THROUGH BASE AREA 611 INTO AND ACROSS ASHAU VALLEY.
4. FIRST MARINES - MGEN WHEELER, CG 1ST MARDIV AND THE
CO, IST MARINES, COL WILKINSON, BRIEFED ON SITUATION IN
1ST MARINES AO AND WAS FOLLOWED BY MIKE CO. C.O. WHO HAS
THE PILOT CUPP EFFORT. AFTER PRESENTATION, GEN RO SSON
INSPECTED RANKS OF CUPP UNIT. IN DISCUSSION WITH GEN
ROSSON, TROOPS STATED THAT RF WERE EXPERIENCING SO ME

SUPPLY SHORTAGES PARTICULARLY PONCHOS AND THAT ONE PF
SOLDIER HAD NOT RECEIVED HIS FAMILY ALLOWANCE FOR SEVEN
MONTHS. GEN ROSSON DIRECTED THAT THESE ITEMS BE BROUGHT
TO THE ATTENTION OF CORDS RF /PF ADVISOR.
5. 51ST REGT HQ - LIGEN LAM AND COL THUC, REGIMENTAL
C.O. LATER COVERED SITUATION IN AO INCLUDING SENSORS, GEN
ROSSON INQUIRED ABOUT DESERTION RATE AND SNIPER PROGRAM.
COL THUC STATED THAT PART OF HIS DESERTION RATE PROBLEM
STEMMED FROM HIS RECEIVING ADISPROPORTIONATELY LARGE
SHARE OF CATEGORY B PERSONNEL; HOWEVER, THE RATE HAS
DECLINED FROM ITS PEAK IN OCT. COL THUC STATED THAT TO
DATE, THE SNIPER PROGRAM WAS ONLY MO DE RATELY SUCCESSFUL
BUT THAT PLANS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR EXPERIENCED 1ST MARDIV
PERSONNEL TO PROVIDE PRACTICAL FIELD TRAINING. LIGEN
LAM STATED THAT AFTER IET HE WOULD ASSIGN TO 51ST REGT
AN AO COALIGNED WITH THAT OF 5TH MARINES. HE ALSO INDI-
DATED THAT HE WOULD DO LIKEWISE WITH THE RANGER GROUP

WHO WILL TAKE OVER THE 26TH MARINES AO .
COMMAND OF QDSZ.
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i. GEN ROSSON ARRIVED AT HQ XX'IV CORPS Aim WAS MEr BY 
LTG ZArs, XXIV CORPS CO""ANDER, GEN ROSSON AND LTG ZAIS 
OONFERRED IN PRIVATE FOR APPROXIPlATELY O"E HOUR, THE 
THRust OF THE co NVERSA nON RELATED TO THJ~' CURRENT ENEMY 
THREAT AND XXIV CORPS DISPOSITIONS TO MEEt THAT THREAT. 
THE ON GOING ARC LIGHT, TAC AIR AND ARTILLERY PROGRAMS 
WERE REVIEwED AND GEN ROSSON SEEMED SATISFIED THAT TAR­
GErING WAS ON TKE'RIGHT TRACK. HE RELAYED GEN ABRAM'S 
CONCERN ABOUT THE, HEAVY TRAfFIC roVING SOUTH AND THE 

- S!-GMS-JHAr.~'IIoJO-ADDJ.-UJ)NA-b-nr\i1Sl0NS SEEEfD, TO BE.J1OY-UI""",G __ 
TOWARD THE DMZ. I N ESSENCE, HE ASSURED HHiSE:LF T-HAT THE 
THINKING HERE AND IN SAIGON ~MS IN TUNE. GEN ROSSON THEN 
DEPARTED FOR THE 1ST ARVN DIV AT HUE. AT HuE HE WAS MET 
BY MG TRUONG, CG 1ST ARVN lH'V AND COL WHj~ELER, SENIOR ' 
ADVISOR TO' THE 1ST ARVN DIV. GEN ROSSON, ~iG TRUONG AND COL 
'.tJHEELER MET IN PRIVATE FOR APPROXIMATELY OtJE HOUR. GEN 
ROSSON ~!AS THEN ESCORTED TO FSB T-BONE BY r12 TRUONG AND 
COL ~</HEELER. 
7., UPON ARRIVAL AT FSB I-BONE GEM ROSSON REeE IVED A 
SHORT BRIEFING ON THE F5&. THE BRIEFER S'TATED THAT ALL 
OF THE Bur~KERS IlJERE COMPLETE AND !fHAT THE FSB WAS 50 PER­
CENT COMPLETE:. HE STATED THAT CONSTRUCTION ""AS THREE (3) 
DAYS AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. THE BRIEFER'MENTIONED THAT THE' 
ROAD. HAD A 50 PERCENT GRADE tWAS 1.2 KM l.ONG AND WAS 58 
PERCEMT COMPLETE ~ HE ALSO STATED THAT THEY HOPE TO HAVE 
THE ROAD COMPLETE BY THE LAST OF MARCH. 13Et~ ROSSON WAS 
TOLD, BY MG TRUONG THAT THEY PLANNED TO SURFACE THE ROAD 
wITH GRAVEL. MG TRUONG srATED THAT THE REASON FOR 
B~ILDING A FSB AT THIS TOCATION WAS BECAUSE OF ITS EX­
CELLENT TACTICAL ADVANTAGE IN OVERLOOKING TKE VALLEY 
BELOIJ. HE ALSO STATED THAT FSB GERONlf!1O 'WOULD BE CLOSED 
\\1HEN FSB T-BONE \~AS OPENED. GEN ROSSON STATED HE THOUGHT 
FSB T-BONE WAS PROBABLY THE FINEST FSB IN RVN AND WAS 
SURE THAT THE ENGINEERS ,NOULD MAKE IT BETTER THAN CAMP 
CARROLL. GEM ROSSON WAS ESPECIALLY COMPLIMENTARY OF THE 
JOB THE BRIEFER DID. 
GP-4 
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6. GEN ROSSON ARRIVED AT HQ XXIV CORPS AND WAS MET BY
LTG ZAIS, XXIV CORPS COMMANDER, GEN ROSSON AND LTG ZAIS
CONFERRED IN PRIVATE FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR, THE
THRUST OF THE CONVERSATION RELATED TO THE CURRENT ENEMY
THREAT AND XXIV CORPS DISPOSITIONS TO MEET THAT THREAT.
THE ON GOING ARC LIGHT, TAC AIR AND ARTILLERY PROGRAMS
WERE REVIEWED AND GEN ROSSON SEEMED SATISFIED THAT TAR-
GETING WAS ON THE RIGHT TRACK. HE RELAYED GEN ABRAM'S
CONCERN ABOUT THE HEAVY TRAFFIC MO VING SOUTH AND THE
SIGNS THAT TWO ADDITIONAL DIVISIONS SEEMED TO BE MOVING
TOWARD THE DMZ. IN ESSENCE, HE ASSURED HIMSELF THAT THE
THINKING HERE AND IN SAIGON WAS IN TUNE. GEN ROSSON THEN
DEPARTED FOR THE 1ST ARVN DIV AT HUE. AT HUE HE WAS MET
BY MG TRUONG, CG 1ST ARVN DIV AND COL WHEELER, SENIOR
ADVISOR TO THE 1ST ARVN DIV. GEN ROSSON, MG TRUONG AND COL
WHEELER MET IN PRIVATE FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR. GEN
ROSSON WAS THEN ESCORTED TO FSB T-BONE BY MG TRUONG AND
COL WHEELER.
7. UPON ARRIVAL AT FSB T-BONE GEN ROSSON RECEIVED A
SHORT BRIEFING ON THE FSE. THE BRIEFER STATED THAT ALL
OF THE BUNKERS WERE COMPLETE AND THAT THE FSB WAS 50 PER-
CENT COMPLETE. HE STATED THAT CONSTRUCTION WAS THREE (3)
DAYS AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. THE BRIEFER MENTIONED THAT THE
ROAD HAD A 50 PERCENT GRADE, WAS 1.2 KM LONG AND WAS 58
PERCENT COMPLETE. HE ALSO STATED THAT THEY HOPE TO HAVE
THE ROAD COMPLETE BY THE LAST OF MARCH. GEN ROSSON WAS
TOLD BY MG TRUO NG THAT THEY PLANNED TO SURFACE THE ROAD
WITH GRAVEL. MG TRUO NG STATED THAT THE REASON FOR
BUILDING A FSB AT THIS TOCATION WAS BECAUSE OF ITS EX-
CELLENT TACTICAL ADVANTAGE IN OVERLOOKING THE VALLEY
BELOW. HE ALSO STATED THAT FSB GERONIMO WOULD BE CLOSED
WHEN FSB T-BONE WAS OPENED. GEN ROSSON STATED HE THOUGHT
FSB T-BONE WAS PROBABLY THE FINEST F SB IN RVN AND WAS
SURE THAT THE ENGINEERS WOULD MAKE IT BETTER THAN CAMP
CARROLL. GEN ROSSON WAS ESPECIALLY COMPLIMENTARY OF THE
JOB THE BRIEFER DID.
GP -4
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S EC RET [YES.ONLY SECTION TWO 
FQR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
OEPCCMUSMACV VISIT ICTZ 3-4 FEB 1970 
A. COMUSMACV 301105Z MAY 1969 
S. GEN ROSSON, ACCOMPA NIED BY m TRUONG AND COL WHEELER. 
TRAVELED TO DONG HA WHERE HE WAS ttJET BY COL GIAl, CO 1ST 
ARVN DIV FORWARD CP. GEN ROSSOf' ASKED 11' THE 136TH AND 
138TH NVA REGIMENTS AND TH! 211H NVA BATTALION WERE STILL 
AROUND AND MG TRUONG STATED tHAT THEY ~JERE. 
9. PERTINENT' INFORMATION ON THE VISIT TOCAflJP Cit RHOtL 
IS AS FOLLOWS: I 
It. G~N ROSSON, WAS MET BY COL CHUNG, CO 2D REG U1ENT. THE 
BRIEFING COVERED THE DISPOSITION OF UNITS AT CAMP CARROLL 
AND A PERIMETER DEFENSE .. ALSO COVERED HAS THE ORGANI­
ZATION AND DISPOSITION OF THE 20 REGHJENT AND A BRIEF 
SUMt4ARY OF THE 5TH BATTAlION~S RECENT CONTACT IN THE 
VICINITY OF LZ SPAijROW. I NRESPONSE TO SEVERAL QUESTIONS 
ASKED BY GEN ROSSON, COL CHUNG STATED THAT THE ENEMY DID 
NOT DO MUCH. IF ANY, PATROLLIf~ ARQUND CAiVP CARROLL AND 
ROUTE 9. COL CHUNG STATED THAT HE DID NOT INSERT PATROLS 
IN THE DMZ BUT THAT THE US FORCES DID. HE STATED THAT 

. THERE ~ERE THREE. ARVN TEAMS THAT O?ERltU:O SOUTH OF LZ 
SARGE. HE ALSO COVERED THE FACT THAT SECURITY OF CAM 
LO {liAS PRO VI OE D BY Rf Arm PF • 
. B. GEN ROSSON COMPLIMENTED COl. CHUNG ON THE EXCELLENT 
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE REGIMENT. 
c. WHILE TOURING THE ARTILLERY U:\iITS; AI1V~J, US ARMY AND 
USMC, GEN ROSSON SHOWED PARTICULAR INTEREST IN UNIT 
STRENGTHS, NUMBER OF ROUNDS PER TUBE EXPENDED PER DAY, 
TYPES OF MISSIONS FIRED AT NIGHT. AM~UNITION STORAGE 
FACILITIES, AND llVUJG QUARTERS. A LARGE AmUNT OF .50 
CAL AMMUNITION WAS NOTED BEING STORED WITH NO OVERHEAD 
COVERt AND GEN ROSSON STATED THAT IT SHOULD BE 
COVERED. SEN ROSSON MADE SPECIAL ~lOTE OF ENGINEER WORK 
THAT WAS NEEDED ON THE US PORTION OF THE BASE" THIS WORK 
IS HJ PROGRESS. 
D. GEN ROSSON t AGAIN COMPLI ME NT ED COL CHUNG ON THE JOB 
HE lIAS DOING WITH HIS REGIMENT, AND DEPARTED FOR C~M LO. 
1~. FOLl.OWING IS A SUMMARY OF GEN Rossor~'s VISIT TO CAM 

1.0: ' 
A. GEN ROSSON WAS MET AT CAM LO BY COL KHIEN, QUANG TRl 
PROVINCE CHIEF. . I 

B. GEN ROSSON RECEIVED A BRIEFING ON CAM LO TO INCLUDE 
THE BASIC, FRIENDLY AND ENEMY SIIUATION. ALSO BRIEFED 

i WERE THE DISTRICT PROGRAMS AND THEIR RESULTS. IT WAS 
1 STATED THAT TWO (2) RF COMPANIES PATROl.LED AROUND THE 
i BRIME AND VATER S,TATION AND TWO (2) PFi COPFANIES PATROL-
l LID IOltH AID SOutH OF ROUTE 9. THE ~ATER STATION WAS 
f;. ", __ A. eoo, o,a ... THE itA llY SEASON ,ut 0' TVO' (2) 
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P 0809102
FM.CG 111 MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
S T EYES ONLY SECTION TWO
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
DEP CO MUSMACV VISIT ICTZ 3-4 FEB 1970
A. CO MUSMACV 3011052 MAY 1969
8. GEN ROSSON, ACCOMPANIED BY MG TRUONG AND COL WHEELER,
TRAVELED TO DONG HA WHERE HE WAS MET BY COL GIAI, CO 1ST
ARVN DIV FORWARD CP. GEN ROSSON ASKED IF THE 136TH AND
138TH NVA REGIMENTS AND THE 27TH NVA BATTALION WERE STILL
AROUND AND MG TRUONG STATED THAT THEY WERE.
9. PERTINENT INFORMATION ON THE VISIT TO CAMP CARROLL
IS AS FOLLOWS:
A. GEN ROSSON WAS MET BY COL CHUNG, CO 2D REGIMENT. THE
BRIEFING COVERED THE DISPOSITION OF UNITS AT CAMP CARROLL
AND A PERIMETER DEFENSE. ALSO COVERED WAS THE ORGANI-
ZATION AND DISPOSITION OF THE 2D REGIMENT AND A BRIEF
SUMMARY OF THE 5TH BATTALION'S RECENT CONTACT IN THE
VICINITY OF LZ SPARROW. IN RESPONSE TO SEVERAL QUESTIONS
ASKED BY GEN ROSSON, COL CHUNG STATED THAT THE ENEMY DID
NOT DO MUCH, IF ANY, PATROLLING AROUND CAMP CARROLL AND
ROUTE 9. COL CHUNG STATED THAT HE DID NOT INSERT PATROLS
IN THE DMZ BUT THAT THE US FORCES DID. HE STATED THAT
THERE WERE THREE ARVN TEAMS THAT OPERATED SOUTH OF LZ
SARGE. HE ALSO COVERED THE FACT THAT SECURITY OF CAM
L0 WAS PROVIDED BY RF AND PF.
B. GEN ROSSON COMPLIMENTED COL CHUNG ON THE EXCELLENT
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE REGIMENT.
C. WHILE TOURING THE ARTILLERY UNITS; ARVN, US ARMY AND
USMC, GEN ROSSON SHOWED PARTICULAR INTEREST IN UNIT
STRENGTHS, NUMBER OF ROUNDS PER TUBE EXPENDED PER DAY,
TYPES OF MISSIONS FIRED AT NIGHT, AMMUNITION STO RAGE
FACILITIES, AND LIVING QUARTERS. A LARGE AMOUNT OF .50
CAL AMMUNITION WAS NOTED BEING STORED WITH NC OVERHEAD
COVER, AND GEN ROSSON STATED THAT IT SHOULD BE
COVERED. GEN ROSSON MADE SPECIAL NOTE OF ENGINEER WORK
THAT WAS NEEDED ON THE US PORTION OF THE BASE. THIS WORK
IS IN PROGRESS.
D. GEN ROSSON, AGAIN COMPLIMENTED COL CHUNG ON THE JOB
HE WAS DOING WITH HIS REGIMENT, AND DEPARTED FOR CAM LO.
12. FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF GEN ROSSON'S VISIT TO CAM
LO:
A. GEN ROSSON WAS MET AT CAM LO BY COL KHIEN, QUANG TRI
PROVINCE CHIEF.
B. GEN ROSSON RECEIVED A BRIEFING ON CAM L0 TO INCLUDE
THE BASIC FRIENDLY AND ENEMY STIUATION. ALSO BRIEFED
WERE THE DISTRICT PROGRAMS AND THEIR RESULTS. IT WAS
STATED THAT TWO (2) RF COMPANIES PATROLLED AROUND THE
BRIDGE AND WATER STATION AND TWO (2) PF COMPANIES PATROL-
LED NORTH AND SOUTH OF ROUTE 9. THE WATER STATION WAS
BEENED AS GOOD DURING THE RAINY SEASON BUT OF TWO (2)

B-25"
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

SYSTEMS, ONLY THE ONE 1.0CATED TO THE NORTHEASt WAS SUf­
FICIENT TO AU.OW IRRIGATION DURING THE DRY SEASON. It 
VAS CItED THAT ALL VILLAGES AND HAMLETS HAD E1.ECtED 
O'FICIALS AND THAT IN 1978 THREE (3) WOULD HAV[ ELECTIOIS 
AGAIN. NOTE WAS MADE THAT 70 PERCENT OF THE PSDF' WERE 
TRAINED AND THAT tHEY WERE CONSIDERED TO BE THE BEST IN 
THE PROVINCE. IT WAS STATED THAT THE 10 CARD REGISTRA­
TION PROGRAM WAS 100 PERCENT AT THIS TIME. 

--C __ GE1i~ON SHOWED SPECIAL INTEREST IN NATIONAl.. AND 
1- SPECIAL BRANCW POL ICE-; awRn.t ANn 'AT -Vf~~ -hEJJE-l?-~-­

SELF-DEVELOPMENT PRO'JEeTS, AND THE PACIFICATION PROGRAC1.· 
GEN ROSSON ASKED SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE PIGS THAT WERE 
BEING RAISED AND WAS TOLD THAT THEY ALL PIED BECAUSE OF 
THE WEATHER AND LACK OF PROPER FOOD. 
D. GEN ROSSON CONGRATULATED THE DISTRlc'r ON THE GREAT 
PROGRESS THEY HAD MADE IN THE PAST FEW YEARS AND WISHED 
THECq CONI HUED SUCCESS. 
11, FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF 6EN ROSSON·S VISIT TO 610 
LINK: 
A. ON ARRIVAL AT GIO l..INH, ACCO.MPANIED BY COL KHIEN, GEN 
ROSSON RECEIVED A SHORT BRIEFING OF THE A,REA, WITH THE 
MAIN EMPHASIS ON THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM. IT WAS POUftED 
OUT THAT MOST OF THE REFUGEES CAME FROM GlAI SON, WHERE 
THEY HAD GOOD FARM LAND AND THAT THE PI STRICT HAD 
REQUESTED, FROM THE 1ST BDE, 5TH MECH AND THE 1ST ARVN 
DIV t THE CLEARING OF 3,6013 HECTARES, to THE WEST. CON­
NECtED WITH THIS, IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE DISTRICTS 
BIGGEST PROBLEM WAS LACK OF RICE • 

. 6. tHE PIG RAISING PROGRAM If' GIO LINK liAS ALSO BEEN 
DELETED BECAUSE OF LACK OF PROPEi1 FOOD. THE 10 CARD 
REGISTRATIO~I PROGRAM WAS STATED AS BEING 89 PERCENT COM­
PLETE. WHEN QUERIED, THE DISTRICT CHIEF (STATED THAT NONE 
OF THE PSDF HAD DEFECTED. IT WAS ALSO M~:NTIONED THAT THE 
ENEMY WAS USING AGENTS IN REFUGEE CAMPS AND RECRUITING 
FROM THE VILlAGES. THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY SIXTY ·(60) 
SUSPECTS Bur THE VIS MOB ILE lEAPl HAS GIVEN THEM CLASSES, 
IN AN ATTEMPT TO SWAY THEM TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT. 
GP-4 
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SYSTEMS, ONLY THE ONE LOCATED TO THE NORTHEAST WAS SUF-
FICIENT TO ALLOW IRRIGATION DURING THE DRY SEASON. IT
WAS CITED THAT ALL VILLAGES AND HAMLETS HAD ELECTED
OFFICIALS AND THAT IN 1970 THREE (3) WOULD HAVE ELECTIONS
AGAIN. NOTE WAS MADE THAT 70 PERCENT OF THE PSDF WERE
TRAINED AND THAT THEY WERE CONSIDERED TO BE THE BEST IN
THE PROVINCE. IT WAS STATED THAT THE ID CARD REGISTRA-
TION PROGRAM WAS 100 PERCENT AT THIS TIME.
C. GEN ROSSON SHOWED SPECIAL INTEREST IN NATIONAL AND
SPECIAL BRANCH POLICE; OVERALL AND AT VILLAGE LEVEL,
SELF-DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, AND THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM.
GEN ROSSON ASKED SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE PIGS THAT WERE
BEING RAISED AND WAS TOLD THAT THEY ALL DIED BECAUSE OF
THE WEATHER AND LACK OF PROPER FOOD.
D. GEN ROSSON CONGRATULATED THE DISTRICT ON THE GREAT
PROGRESS THEY HAD MADE IN THE PAST FEW YEARS AND WISHED
THEM CONINUED SUCCESS.
11. FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF GEN ROSSON'S VISIT TO GIO
LINH:
A. ON ARRIVAL AT GIO LINK, ACCOMPANIED BY COL KHIEN, GEN
ROSSON RECEIVED A SHORT BRIEFING OF THE AREA, WITH THE
MAIN EMPHASIS ON THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM. IT WAS POINTED
OUT THAT MOST OF THE REFUGEES CAME FROM GIAI SON, WHERE
THEY HAD GOOD FARM LAND AND THAT THE DISTRICT HAD
REQUESTED, FROM THE 1ST BDE, 5TH MECH AND THE 1ST ARVN
DIV, THE CLEARING OF 3,600 HECTARES, TO THE WEST. CON-
NECTED WITH THIS, IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE DISTRICTS
BIGGEST PROBLEM WAS LACK OF RICE.
B. THE PIG RAISING PROGRAM IN GIO LINH HAS ALSO BEEN
DELETED BECAUSE OF LACK OF PROPER FOOD. THE ID CARD
REGISTRATION PROGRAM WAS STATED AS BEING 89 PERCENT COM-
PLETE. WHEN QUERIED, THE DISTRICT CHIEF STATED THAT NONE
OF THE PSDF HAD DEFECTED. IT WAS ALSO MENTIONED THAT THE
ENEMY WAS USING AGENTS IN REFUGEE CAMPS AND RECRUITING
FROM THE VILLAGES. THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY SIXTY (60)
SUSPECTS BUT THE VIS MOBILE TEAM HAS GIVEN THEM CLASSES,
IN AN ATTEMPT TO SWAY THEM TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT.
GP-
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SEC REI EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF THREE 
fOR MSGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON 
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT lOIZ 3-4 FEB 1970 
A. COMUSMACV 301105Z MAY 1969 
C. GEN ROSSON COMMENtED THAT GIO LINH ~IND COM L.O WERE 
THE MOST DIFFICUL_T DISTRICTS eUT THAT tHERE HAD BEEN 
NOTICEABLE PROGRESS AND' THAT HE lJ1ISHED THEM ~lUCH MORE. 
12. PERTINENT INFORMATION OF THE VISIT TO C-2 AND A-4 IS 
AS F01.LOWS: ' 
A~ GEN ROSSON WAS MET BY BS BURKE, CG ftST BOE 5TH MECH 
AND LTC SI4AREN. CO 1ST BN 61ST INF. 
B. LTC SWAREN GAVE A SHORT. INFORMAL BRIEFING OtJ THE 
TACTICAL SITUATloN IN THE 1ST 8N 61ST INF AREA. 
c. SO BURKE DISCUSSED THE PAClFICATION PROGRAM, THE 
TACTICAL. SITUATION, LOGISTICS AND nlRALE. 
<l) SG 'BURKE ,STATED THAT THEI R lOGI STres PROBLEMS 
WERE mINOR AND IT WAS NOW A MATTER OF CONSTANT CHECKING. 
TO SEE THAT REQUISITIONS WERE VALID MIlO HAD THE RIGHT 
PRIORITY. THE PRE-SCRIBED LOAD LISTS WERE CURRENT, ETC. 
(2) BGBURKE SAID THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN PLEASED \s.'ITH 
THE PX, BUT THAT THEY KNEW WHAT THE PROBLEMS WERE, AND 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DANANG PX SYSTEM. W,ERE SOLVING 
THEM. 
(3) Ba BURKE PRAISED THE RED CROSS AND usa "OR THEIR 
FINE PERFORMANCE TO ENHANCE TROOP MORALE. 
D. WHILE AT A-4 SEN ROSSON EXPRESSED SPECIAL INTEREST IN 
THE LONG RANGE RECO~HJAISSANCE COMPANY RELAY STATION, THE 
RADAR SITE AND THE NEED FOR ENGINEERING SUPPORT FOR A-4 
AFTER: TUE MONSOONS. PLANS ARE ALREADY UNDER'.\IAY FOR 
ENGI~EER UPGRADING 0' A·4. 
(1) GEN ROSSON WAS INFORMED OF HOIN THE RELAY SITE 

OPERp.TED AND t~HY IT WAS NEEDED. HE ASKED IF IT WAS 
NECESSARY FOR THEM TO RELAY ARTILL~RY FIRE MISSIONS, SN 
SINCE THERE WAS AN ARTILLERY UNIT LOCATED AT A-4. THE 
TEAM CHIEF ANSwERED THAT AT IItttES IT ~JA:S NECESSARY 
BECAUSE THE TEAM 'ON PATROL HAD TO WHISPER. 
(2) GEN ROSSO\1 THEra VISITED THE RADAR S'[TE AND tMS 

. TOLD OF ITS OPERATION AND SOME OF THE MAINTE-NANCE PROBLEMS. 
E. AT LUNCH, GEN ROSSON ASKED LTC HARRIS, CO 5TH BN 4TH 
ARTY, IF" If WAS NECESSARY FOR THE RM1GE1~ TEAMS IN THE DMZ 
TO RELAY fiIRE MISSIONS TO THE ARTILLERY, SHJeE BOTH THE 
RELAY SITE AND ARTIl.LERY VERi LOCATED A1 A-". LTC HARRIS 
ANSWERED THAT AT TIMES IT WAS NECESSARY BECAUSETHi RAilER _' tI,. lAD to VIU.,'R. 
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P 0809102 ZFF-4
CG III MAF

TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
S ECRE T EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF THREE
FOR MSGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT ICTZ 3-4 FEB 1970
A. COMUSMACV 301105Z MAY 1969
C. GEN ROSSON COMMENTED THAT GIO LINH AND COM LO WERE
THE MOST DIFFICULT DISTRICTS BUT THAT THERE HAD BEEN
NOTICEABLE PROGRESS AND THAT HE WISHED THEM MUCH MORE.
12. PERTINENT INFORMATION OF THE VISIT TO C-2 AND A-4 IS
AS FOLLOWS:
A. GEN ROSSON WAS MET BY BG BURKE, CG 1ST B DE 5TH MECH
AND LTC SWAREN, CO 1ST BN 61ST INF.
B. LTC SWAREN GAVE A SHORT, INFORMAL BRIEFING ON THE
TACTICAL SITUATION IN THE 1ST BN SIST INF AREA.
C. BG BURKE DISCUSSED THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM, THE
TACTICAL SITUATION, LOGISTICS AND MORALE.
(1) BG BURKE STATED THAT THEIR LOGISTICS PROBLEMS
WERE MINOR AND IT WAS NOW A MATTER OF CONSTANT CHECKING,
TO SEE THAT REQUISITIONS WERE VALID AND HAD THE RIGHT
PRIORITY. THE PRESCRIBED LOAD LISTS WERE CURRENT, ETC.
(2) BG BURKE SAID THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN PLEASED WITH
THE PX, BUT THAT THEY KNEW WHAT THE PROBLEMS WERE, AND
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE DANANG PX SYSTEM, WERE SOLVING
THEM.
(3) BG BURKE PRAISED THE RED CROSS AND USO FOR THEIR
FINE PERFORMANCE TO ENHANCE TROOP MORALE.
D. WHILE AT A-4 GEN ROSSON EXPRESSED SPECIAL INTEREST IN
THE LONG RANGE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY RELAY STATION, THE
RADAR SITE AND THE NEED FOR ENGINEERING SUPPORT FOR A-4
AFTER THE MONSOONS. PLANS ARE ALREADY UNDERWAY FOR
ENGINEER UPGRADING OF A-4.
(1) GEN ROSSON WAS INFORMED OF HOW THE RELAY SITE
OPERATED AND WHY IT WAS NEEDED. HE ASKED IF IT WAS
NECESSARY FOR THEM TO RELAY ARTILLERY FIRE MISSIONS, SN
SINCE THERE WAS AN ARTILLERY UNIT LOCATED AT A-4. THE
TEAM CHIEF ANSWERED THAT AT TIMES IT WAS NECESSARY
BECAUSE THE TEAM ON PATROL HAD TO WHISPER.
(2) GEN ROSSON THEN VISITED THE RADAR SITE AND WAS
TOLD OF ITS OPERATION AND SO ME OF THE MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS.
E. AT LUNCH, GEN ROSSON ASKED LTC HARRIS, CO 5TH BN 4TH
ARTY, IF IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE RANGER TEAMS IN THE DMZ
TO RELAY FIRE MISSIONS TO THE ARTILLERY, SINCE BOTH THE
RELAY SITE AND ARTILLERY WERE LOCATED AT A-4. LTC HARRIS
ANSWERED THAT AT TIMES IT WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE THE RANGER
TEAMS HAD TO WHISPER.
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F. GEN ROSSON COMPlolf1ENTED BG BURKE, Lfc StlJAREN AND loTC 
KARRIS ON THE FINE JOB THEY WERE DOING. AND DEPARTED FOR 
CAMP EAGLE. 
13. SEN ROSSON ARRIVED AT CAMP' EA.Gl.E At,m WAS MET BY MG 
WRIGHT, CG 101ST ASN DlV (Afrt>. e£N ROSSON ANn \'ttl ~IRIGHT 
CONFERRED IN PRIVATE, FOR APPROXH1ATELY ONE HOUR, AFTER 
WHICH GEN ROSSON, ACCOMPANIED BY MG WRIGHT, DEPARTED FOR 
rSBSASTOGNE. FOloLOWING IS A SY~OPSIS OF' GEN ROSSOtPS ' 
VISIT TO Fsa BASTOGNE: 
A~ AT FS8 BASTOGNE, GEN ROSSON WAS MET BY COl. KAMPE, COl 
2D aPE lliHST ASH 01 V (Atvl) AND LT~ BRASIU:RS, co 20 8N 501st 
INF. 
8., GEM ROSSON RECEIVED AN HJFORMAL BRIEFING ON THE DIS-
poSitiON OF UHf,S -AT FseBAST~-~ISS~F--1'HE- .c __ _ 

2D BN 501ST INF' AND THEIR RECENT ACTIVITES.LT'C BRASHERS 
STATED THAT THE ROAD TO F'SB BLAZE WAS OPEN TO ALL. TRAFFIC" 
c. WHILE TOURING THE PERIMETER, THE DEFENSe: PROCEDURES 
wERE EXPLAINED TO GEN ROSSOM. LTC BRASHERS ALSO STATATED 
THEY HAD BEEN PROBED ABOUT TWO (2) WEEKS AGO, BUT A SWEEP 
OF' THE AREA FOUND NOTHING .. 
D. GEN ROSSON AGAIN ,EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE NUMBER OF 
ROUNDS PER DAY EXPENDED BY THE ARTILLERY. 
14. GEN ROSSON THANKED MG WRIGHT, COL KAMPE AND LTC 

BRASHERS AND DEPARTED F'OR DANA~G AIR BASE, WEHRE HE WAS 
MET BY BG DULACKI, CIS II I MAr., GEf~ ROSSON THEN DEPARTED 
FOR SAIGON. WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 . 
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F. GEN ROSSON COMPLIMENTED BG BURKE, LTC SWAREN AND LTC
MARRIS ON THE FINE JOB THEY WERE DOING AND DEPARTED FOR
CAMP EAGLE.
13. GEN ROSSON ARRIVED AT CAMP EAGLE AND WAS MET BY MG
WRIGHT, CG 101ST ABN DIV (AM). GEN ROSSON AND MG WRIGHT
CONFERRED IN PRIVATE, FOR APPROXINATELY ONE HOUR, AFTER
WHICH GEN ROSSON, ACCOMPANIED BY MG WRIGHT, DEPARTED FOR
FSB BASTOGNE. FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF GEN ROSSON'S
VISIT TO FSB BASTOGNE:
A. AT FSB BASTOGNE, GEN ROSSON WAS MET BY COL KAMPE, CO
2D BDE 101ST ABN DIV (AM) AND LTC BRASHERS, CO 2D BN 501ST
INF.
B. GEN ROSSON RECEIVED AN INFORMAL BRIEFING ON THE DIS-
POSITION OF UNITS AT FSE BASTOGNE, THE MISSION OF THE
2D BN 501ST INF AND THEIR RECENT ACTIVITES. LTC BRASHERS
STATED THAT THE ROAD TO FSB BLAZE WAS OPEN TO ALL TRAFFIC.
C. WHILE TOURING THE PERIMETER, THE DEFENSE PROCEDURES
WERE EXPLAINED TO GEN ROSSON. LTC BRASHERS ALSO STATATED
THEY HAD BEEN PROBED ABOUT TWO (2) WEEKS AGO, BUT A SWEEP
OF THE AREA FOUND NOTHING.
D. GEN ROSSON AGAIN EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE NUMBER OF
ROUNDS PER DAY EXPENDED BY THE ARTILLERY.
14. GEN ROSSON THANKED MG WRIGHT, COL KAMPE AND LTC
BRASHERS AND DEPARTED FOR DANANG AIR BASE, WEHRE HE WAS
MET BY BG DULACKI, C/S III MAF. GEN ROSSON THEN DEPARTED
FOR SAIGON. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
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ARVO ARTILLERY IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION (ID
A MACV 010827 FEB 70 CITE 5400 (J3) SUBJECT: ARVN ARTILLERY
IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION (S).
B. III MAF 0469412 DEC 69 SUBJ: VIETNAMIZATION, RVNAF I AND M
PROSPECTS AND RELATED US PLANNING ITS - EYES ONLY.
le THIS MESSAGE IS IN RESPONSE TO REFERENCE A RELATIVE TO PROPOSED
RECOMMENDATIONS OF ARTILLERY AND MORTAR SUB-COMMITTEE AS THEY PER-
TAIN TO 1012. COMMENTS ARE KEYED TO SUBPARAGRAPHS OF PARAGRAPH S
REFERENCE A.
As HEAVY ARTILLERY: RECOMMEND TWO COMPOSITE BATTALIONS OF
S.INCH AND 175NM. ONLY ONE BATTALION WAS RECOMMENDED IN
REFERENCE B IN BELIEF THAT MAN POWER LIMITATIONS WOULD NOT PERMIT
SECOND. BATTALION. THE ADDITIONAL BATTALION IS DESIREABLE PROVIDED
11 MILL NOT REQUIRE TRADE-OFF FOR OTHER I CORPS UNITS.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 08-05 SECRET
B. NOT APPLICABLE
C. TARGET ACQUISITIONS: RECOMMEND ONE TARGET ACQUISITION BATTA-
LION FOR ICTZ. TARGET ACQUISITION AND THE REFINEMENT OF GUN DATA WILL
BE THE KEYS TO CONTINUED ARVN ARTILLERY SUCCESS WHEN US FORCES RE-
DEPLOY, PRESENTLY SOME TARGET ACQUISITION DEVICES AND ALL ELECTRO-
NIC METEOROGICAL DATA ARE OBTAINED FROM US SOURCES. PROVIDING ARVN
HEAVY ARTILLERY CAPABILITIES WITHOUT PROVIDING ELECTRONIC METRO
WILL LIMIT EFFECTIVENESS OF LONG RANGE ARTILLERY FIKES. THE RECOM-
MENDED TARGET ACQUISITION BATTERY FOR ICTZ DOES NOT POSSESS THE
CAPABILITY FOR METRO COVERAGE IN ICTZ (BASED ON A 32 KILOMETER
RADIUS OF EACH OF THE 3 RECOMMENDED VISUAL STATIONS). THE TARGET
ACQUISITION. BATTALION WOULD PROVIDE THE CORPS SURVEY CONTROL
NECESSARY FOR ARTILLERY UNITS. THE THREE TARGET ACQUISITION
BATTERIES SHOULD BE ORGANIZED WITHOUT SOUND RANGING PLATOON,
FLASH RANGING PLATTON AND LESS ONE SURVEY SECTION. WE WOULD ADD All

IOD CAPABILITY TO EACH BATTERY. THE HEAD QUARTERS AND E AD QUARTERS
BATTERY SHOULD BE AS PROVIDED IN TOE 6-576E.
D. RADAR $ CONCUR WITH AN/PPS-5 RADAR SECTION FOR EACH BATTALION

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69)
SECRET0101-V04-6603
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.. ' PAGE THREE 8HMMAFAPJ805 SEC' 'R' E"r" :;,.,' . '" . 
~nR THRt£ '~ADARS "!N !!ACH SF.CT:r.O.N o _ '. - '.. .: 

. Sf SECTOR ARTILLERY HEADQUART"£RS,':aO ·NOT· CONCUR.' THE' £1 GHT MAN . 
. . ARtILLERY HEADQUARTERS FOR EACH' SEC'lO;"( '1"8 'NOl 'j('EQUIREDo CALLS FOR 

. FIR! 'MAY CONtINUE TO 8E PROCESSED 'THROUGHSECtOR HEADQUARTERS '. 
Wlt'MOUl PRO'VIDU'G THE TECHNICAL CAPABI1.ITY· OF'A 'FIREDiRECTION' • 
CltJtEIL lit EACH SECt.OR. \.' .. . . . . ..'. 
're .e,"" TOVED' HOWITZER PLATOO"N»ED ICAIED TO'TEHHITORIAL DE:VENS£I '. 
tHlPROPOSAL TO PROVIDE UJ5MM tIRE: 'SUPPORT BY· ADD,ING OR GAN'le' PLA"!' 
.'lOONS.·IO TERRITORIAL. FORCES IS NOT' UI : ACCORD WITH' TKE VIEWS OF CG 

. III (qAFI SA ICTZ. OR' THE 1 CORPSCOPIMANDER.' WE DO NOT ARGUE' WITH' . 
nit! ~PPROX.lNATE .NUPtBER OF' TUBES RECOMP1E~DED.ay, sua=C'.OMMIT·YEE YO 
MOVillE tHE COVERAGE R£QUIREDeut fU::COPllvlEND' tHIS. ADDItIONAL' 
,~~! .IUP~~'t.a! 'ROY IDED BY· TWO sr AMDARD: ARVN:' 105MM 8AtT ALI08S. 
~@:JI1UmR.!~f:i.t~~_ PLAtOOIS IdT~': l~O' BATT.ALIONS .wo.uiJ) HAVE· .t~< . 
~~@'!~. AD'~~lAGES:', . .' ,. .:. . .' :' .: . " . ' .... '. ;' .' . 

'. ~U· -PROVIDE ~~MA~ll AND CONTROL' OF ~RSONN!L' AND:' EQUIPMENt 
" . R!SO~CES A.~ .flUUt· SUPPQRi tqoUGJIOUJ ·l.ai CO~PS"A'ftEAo' . 

: (8" P80'ID£ ~~Imt£~ANCE' A~D' LOG'IST~1CS NECE·$SARY . FOR' EQUIPMENT 
REPAIR. 'MIS SUPPL Ye AM" ~ IT iON ftlSUPPl y.' AND PoLe . ..' : .. 
Q~ PERMit 'r~AINI~G' Ai g!SlU~G·e~l.S AS,.OPPQ$EI). TO .EstAB1.1SHIN.e 

· _ ·SC"OOLS 01 COWISES FOR TERR ~Tf)RlAt. .. FORCE.: P£R $0,. NEL. ,'. . . 
'.. : ...",. • ~ t '.: . . .... .' '.: ,. : :',' .... '. ': .• '.' . . 

· . . .. ~ : . ' : .'. . 

.' 'PAGE ,0".' 'iHMnl)'ACIl(it;~ : s· E, ~. ~ . a· ;~', .:'.: ".' .:~' .. ':.' . :.... ',:,':;' .. ' ...... .' . . '. 
': (4) PROV·IDt CORPS COMMANDER 'FLEX:IBIL1TY' to ·EMPLOY At. ... AVAIL:ABLE 
· AftIILL'tRY.IN· SUPPOF:CTOFMANE:UVER tiNnslN1 EVENT' 0)0' MAJOR' NVA:' . 
OV'E61SIVEo . .:' ' ". .... ',\.( :.' .: ":' .: .... '. :.. . . . 

. . . . (5'IMPROV[ (lENERAL SUPPORT CAPAJiIL.!t·iES:BY. PRoviD.!wG· TKE CONTRQL 
NECESSARY TO: ADD. ADDITIONAL' STREcurNf, ''f0 THe MOST ·VULNERABLE :'AREAS 

. 'OF TilE TERR'iTORiAL . DEFENSE. : ", ::.' '" ,'. . .: ' . . . 
·2~ . .tN. ADD IT lOt. TO tHE·"!t;!~ARY RA!H1NAtE:-AGA!#sr ASS!~BH1 ~RT!!..!..ER't 
.UtUTS DIRECTLY TO lERRITORIAL :FOKCES,,lTHERE IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT . 

. POLIT:ICAL' eOI\JSIOERAT10N o THE ·'ADD·IT ION' OF TUBE AftT lLlERY'YO THE .... 
,,'Y£R1UTOR:IAL FORCE STRUCTURE IS ·AM:AdOR ·STEP. DOWN' tHE ':ROAD· TOWARD._ 

,: CONYERfINGTHE' TERiuTOfUA'L· : FOR'CES INTO ASlCOMD' ··AND.SEPARATE NATI'" 
. - otIAL<·ARMYo:·THE· TERRITORIAL FORCE:S "AL-itEADY' 'HAVE' S.UPPOR'!'ING WEAPONS 
···.UNITS .. ARMORED CAR. ELEPI~NTS'AND LOGISt ICS SUPPORT COMPANIES.; THE:' 

'ADDIT,10N .0F· ORGANIC ARTILLERY, PLATOONS WOlLO·· GIVE' THEM.: FIRE· POWER', . 
. ,Sl[!IJILAR TO CONVENTIONAL ARMY FORCES ·AND ,A COMSIN.ED ARflf$' CAPABILITY 
WHICK WOULD CALL ~QR FURTHER .UPGRAP I.HG g,FTHE':RANKSTfH£TURE . AND 

: EXPERIENCE' ·.LEVEL.· OF COPiMfu~DERS. AMD. :ST.AFF N'~EDED: TO PROPER.~ Y ~'lPi..OY 
i SU.CK::F()R.CES.tHE· tREND .TOWARD DEVELOPING TWO SEPARATE ARMIES' CO.utD 

. 'LEAD·.1NTIPJE TO 'RIVALRIES .A~D·JE·/n~OUSIES·WKICH WOII..D IMPAIR THE . 
" COOPERATION . AND COORDINATION ESSEN-T'IAL' TO' t>IE·OtfE"i'.\ftAR 'C·ONCEPT • 

. . GP-4· " ..• . . . " ", 
'iI . .' . :. .1 

: .' .• ",. ..... . .. '-
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0805 SECRET
WITH THREE RADARS IN EACH SECTION.
EM SECTOR ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS: DO NOT CONCUR. THE EIGHT MAN
ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS FOR EACH SECTOR IS NOT REQUIRED. CALLS FOR
FIRE MAY CONTINUE TO BE PROCESSED THROUGH SECTOR HEAD QUARTERS
WITHOUT PROVIDING THE TECHNICAL CAPABILITY OF A FIRE DIRECTION
CENTER IN EACH SECTOR.
F. 105MM TOWED HOWITZER PLATOON DEDICATED TO TERRITORIAL DEFENSE:
THE PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE 105MM FIRE SUPPORT BY ADDING OR GANIC PLA-
TOONS TO TERRITORIAL FORCES IS NOT IN ACCORD WITH THE VIEWS OF CG
III MAF/SA ICTZ OR THE I CORPS COMMANDER. WE DO NOT ARGUE WITH
THE APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF TUBES RECOMMENDED BY SUB-COMMITTEE TO
PROVIDE THE COVERAGE REQUIRED BUT RECOMMEND THIS ADDITIONAL
FIRE SUPPORT BE PROVIDED BY TWO STANDARD ARVN 105MM BATTALIONS.
CONFIQURING THE PLATOONS INTO TWO BATTALIONS WOULD HAVE THE
POLLOGING ADVANTAGES:
(1) PROVIDE COMMAND AND CONTROL OF PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT
RESOURCES AND FIRE SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE CORPS AREA.
(2) PROVIDE MAINTENANCE AND LOGISTICS NECESSARY FOR EQUIPMENT
REPAIR. PARTS SUPPLY, AMMUNITION RESUPPLY AND POL.
(3) PERMIT TRAINING AT EXISTING SCHOOLS AS OPPOSED TO ESTABLISHING
NEW SCHOOLS OR COURSES FOR TERRITORIAL FORCE PERSONNEL.

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0805 SECRET
(4) PROVIDE CORPS COMMANDER FLEXIBILITY TO EMPLOY ALL AVAILABLE
ARTILLERY IN SUPPORT OF MANEUVER UNITS IN' EVENT OF MAJOR NVA
OFFENSIVE.
(5) IMPROVE GENERAL SUPPORT CAPABILITIES BY PROVIDING THE CONTROL
NECESSARY TO ADD ADDITIONAL STRENGTH TO THE MOST VULNERABLE AREAS
OF THE TERRITORIAL DEFENSE.
2. IN ADDITION TO THE RATIONALE AGAINST ASSIGNING ARTILLERY
UNITS DIRECTLY TO TERRITORIAL FORCES, THERE IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT
POLITICAL CONSIDERATION. THE ADDITION OF TUBE ARTILLERY TO THE
TERRITORIAL FORCE STRUCTURE IS A MAJOR STEP DOWN THE ROAD TOWARD
CONVERTING THE TERRITORIAL FORCES INTO A SECOND AND SEPARATE NATI-
ONAL ARMY. THE TERRITORIAL FORCES ALHEADY HAVE SUPPORTING WEAPONS
UNITS, ARMORED CAR ELEMENTS AND LOGISTICS SUPPORT COMPANIES. THE
ADDITION OF ORGANIC ARTILLERY PLATOONS WOULD GIVE THEM FIRE POWER
SIMILAR TO CONVENTIONAL ARMY FORCES AND A COMBINED ARMS CAPABILITY
WHICH WOULD CALL FOR FURTHER UPGRADING OF THE RANK STRUCTURE AND
EXPERIENCE LEVEL OF COMMANDERS AND STAFF NEEDED TO PROPERLY EMPLOY
SUCH FORCES. THE TREND TOWARD DEVELOPING TWO SEPARATE ARMIES COULD
LEAD IN TIME TO RIVALRIES AND JEALOUSIES WHICH WOULD IMPAIR THE
COOPERATION AND COORDINATION ESSENTIAL TO THE ONE-WAR CONCEPT.
GP-4
BT
0805
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PTTTZYUV RHMMAFA1293 0421354-TTTT 00RUHHEMA.
ZNY TITTT
P 8113542 FEB 70

LIMBIS
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHNFMA/CC FMFPAC
BT
II Ers C R Etg I/LIMDIS/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR BGEN WILSON
FROM BGEN DULACKI (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING
Do S OUNDED OUT SAM JASKILKA ON MACV STAFF'S REACTION TO
OUR PROPOSED 13.2K POST PHASE IV TROOP LIST. HE PROVIDED
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION.
20 COMUSMACV INTENDS NOT TO DISCUSS PHASE IV NUMBERS WITH
SECDEF DURING FORTHCOMING TRIP UNLESS FORCED TO DO so.
HE INTENDS TO DISCUSS NUMBERS PRIVATELY WITH CJCS AND
WILL PUSH FOR FIGURE NO GREATER THAN 35.940 THE MACV
STAFF MAS NOT YET COME TO GRIPS WITH THE NUMBERS PROBLEM
SINCE ALL FORCE COMMANDERS ARE RECOMMENDING MINIMUM RE
DUCTIONS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS. IF PHASE IV IS NO
GREATER THAN 35.9K. WE SHOULD HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH THE
13.2K TROOP LIST. HOWEVER, IF THE FI GURE: IS 50K WE WILL
HAVE DIFFICULTIES AND MAY HAVE TO COME DOWN TO ABOUT 10K.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1293 I LIMDIS/EXCLUSIVE FOR!
THE MACV STAFF IS NOT OBJECTING TO THE FIXED WING AIR, IN
FACT THEY APPEAR TO LIKE THE IDEA, BUT FORCE LEVELS WILL
BE THE DETERMINING FACTOR.
30 ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT MAY HAVE AN EFFECT ON OUR TROOP
LIST. MACV STAFF UNDERSTANDS THAT AIR FORCE AT WASHINGTON
LEVEL WANTS TO REDUCE NUMBER OF AIR S ORTIES. COMUS
INTENDS TO OPPOSE THIS. IF THIS REDUCTI ON IN AIR FORCE
SORTIES IS EFFECTED, MACV WILL BE DESIROUS OF RETAINING THE
FIXED WING AIR WITH THE MAB. WARM REGARDS.
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/PAGE OF PAGES

2 3111 MAF 2100/4 COPY OF COPIES TOP SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

. , 'It 
.. ~ L \ M 0 \ S «JD ~EADIIIITERS 4It 

IfORCE 
TOP SICRIT III MAr fORM ~216 I., 10M 

OfEttATIOI CODE . FIlOi DAlE 
X • 01l161114TOI2 CO It. MAF 12 FEB 10 A - MTlOM/CGGHIZAtKE 
( • CGtW£M~IiE(~.taIlATIOII ! ~illAl 1IO./(OlmOl !lim I con .:' 

.. 
I - mfOIIIlUI 10. 1.20296Z FE870 :3 .3" COPIES dcI. S - SISIIlAf!!J~t 

DATI 5UfUEU 
ROIIU SUTlOEil COII£ 1[QITIAl 

IN OUT SPECAT EXCl.USIVE FOR 
CG -

r- DCG 
CIS q£M'l; ... 

oe/s 
DI3?<ET!tmr jXSPlANS 

bEPCOROS \ a Ret&1D tor _ rIDIltMe 
OSA IClI I 

SIS o Dutr07 atter J'OUtiDc. 
G-l 
G·2 
G·3 L ~c ~ SeeUCIJ SiaDatu:re ' 

G-" !' / 
G·~ II.F.MAR!I5a TMa 4oe-.t ~ Dot be 
G·6 ntaiMd cmn' atpt ... pt .. Doted 
ADJ 111 rONe ~ P5S11-L • 

AWARDS • 
CAP .' T» ~·.ot DlHl~ ~_ 

CHAP ~ 8lped.1V all .... c. .~lac .. 
Cia 

. DI. t.· , '; 
~\ 

COMP 
DeNT EXCLUSIVE ENGR 

FOODS 
FSEO 

HQ CJN:Jr FOR INSP 
.. 

MTO 
NJA 

(WANAt 

WiiRINf CO rH
-'("' ORO EYES ONL.) PM~ If'fnl ~ .l\t-' v 

POSTAL 
PROTO 

5 E'~ ..-PSYOP$ liAS BEEN Rona: .--_._' 
~EP~O - • SJA ~"fj6/ r- Pk"'~'~'4'l· SPL SIE~V 

SUPPLY 
FatMEDO / ( 

! SfC \ J ,rit:i 
Tee, • ~'t1A ,~ ~~ -.. 

I SGT. MAl (1151 IIYEISl FOI ADllno_~ s ." 

f Ol~:~" I.,:tt 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

LIMDIS
D CARTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

TOP SECRET
III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 0-60)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
12 FEB 70X. ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAFA- ACTION/COSHIZANCE

( . COMMENT/RECOMMEMDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
1 - INFORMATION

120296Z FEB 70 COPY NO. 3 OF3 COPIES RECT$ - SIGNATURE

SUGJECTDATE
CODEROUTE INITIALSECTION

OUTIN SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FORCG
DCG

REMAE:C/S
DC/S

DISPOSTION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
Retain for - months.DSA ICTZ

S/S Destroy after routing.
G-1
G-2

Section Signature

Has Corg

IG-3
G-4
G-5 REMARKS: This document may not be
G-6 retained over night except as noted
ADJ in Force Order P5511.A.

AWARDS
The Record of Disclosure must beCAP
signed by all persons sighting thisCHAP Domunat.

CIB
COMP

EXCLUSIVE

DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT

FOR
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO

HAS BEEN SENT
PSYOPS
RDTTE
REPRO
SJA

(gry
#1 ForceSPL SERV

SUPPLY
FORMED 0

SEC

MOIS

TCC
(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACEMENTSGT MAIL

TOP SECRET

B-17 is

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

OTTTZYUW RHMMAFA1328 0430206-TTTT-=RUHHFMA.
ZNY TTTTT
0 120206Z FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RURHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
T OPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON/LIMDIS/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER DURING NORMAL
WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING (U)
A. CG FMFPAC 040322Z FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCE0)

IMDIS
B. COMUSMACV 0110522 FEB 70 (IS/EYES ONLY) (PASEP)
C. CMC 022218Z FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCE0)
D. CG III MAF 071358Z FEB 70 (TS/EYES ONLY)
E. CG III MAF 211234Z JAN 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCE0)
10 (TS/LD) REF A PROVIDED GUIDANCE FOR CG, 111 MAF RES-
PONSE TO REQUEST FOR VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON POSSIBLE
ADDITIONAL 100,000 TROOP REDEPLOYMENT AFTER PHASE III AS
CONTAINED REF B. REF A ALSO REQUESTED COMMENTS ON 8.9K
MAB ADD ONS SUGGESTED BY REF C.
2. (TS/LD) REF D IS CG, 111 MAF REPLY TO COMUSMA.CV AND
INCORPORATES GUIDANCE CONTAINED REF A. REF E CONTAINS CG, III

PAGE TWO RHMMFF11328 T OPSECRE i/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/LIMOIS/
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
MAF RECOMMENDED 8. 9K MAB.
3. (TS/LD) IN REGARD TO COMPROMISE SUGGESTED BY REF C, ORDER
OF PREFERENCE IS:

A. FULL 8" HOW BATTERY.
B. VMA SQUADRON.
C. 175 GUN BATTERY.

4. (TS/LD) CG, 1ST MAW STATES THAT AS LONG AS BOTH FIXED AND
ROTARY WING ASSETS ARE TO REMAIN IN-COUNTRY FOR INDEFINITE
PERIOD, IT IS ABS CLUTELY ESSENTIAL THAT THEY BE ORGANIZED AS
TWO SEPARATE AIR GROUPS WHICH REQUIRE 392 SPACES IN ADDITION TO
THOSE CONTAINED REF E. REASONS CITED:

A. SINGLE MANAGEMENT OF TACAIR RESOURCES REQUIRES FULL
WORKING FIXED WING STAFF FOR MAXIMUM: COORDINATION.

B. REQUIREMENT TO OPERATE FROM TWO AIRFIELDS IN DANANG AREA.
C. SEPARATION AND FRAGMENTATION OF H&MS, MABS PERSONNEL/

EQUIPMENT CREATES SPAN OF CONTROL. PROBLEM.
5. (TS/LD) IN VIEW PARA 4, RECOMMEND FOLLOWING CHANGES/
ADD ONS TO 8.9K MAB OUTLINED REF F.

A. COMMAND ELEMENT: NO CHANGE.
B. GROUND ELEMENT:

PAGE / OF 2 PAGE

3COPY111 MAF 2100/4 OF COPIES TOP SECRET
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TOP SECRET

PAGE THREE RHMNAFA1328 T 0 PSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/LINDISMARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
(1) DELETE: 1ST 8" HOW BTRY (SP) (-), FMF 118(2) ADD: 1ST 8" HOW BTRY (SP), FMF 226C. AVIATION ELEMENT:
(1) DELETE: ENTIRE AVIATION ELEMENT.

LIMOIS"

(2) ADD:
VA MAG

UNIT A/C PERS
VMA (AW) 12-AGA 372 (INCLUDES IMA)VMA 20-A4 260 (INCLUDES IMA)DET VMO 4-OV-10A 53
H&MS 2-C117 318
MABS 287

TOTAL 1,290
VH MAG

HMM 21-CH-46 265 (INCLUDES IMA)
HMI: 12-UH-IE, 326 (INCLUDES IMA)

18-AH-1
DET HMH 6-CH-53 88
H&MS 249
MABS 329

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA1328 T P S ECRE I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/LIMDISMARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
TOTAL 1,257
MASS (-)

DASC (1) 48
ASRT (1) 16

TOTAL 64
TOTAL AVIATION ELEMENT 2,611.D. SUPPORT ELEMENT: NO CHANGE.

E. TOTAL ADD ON 500. GRAND TOTAL 9,400.6. THE FOLLOWING ASSUMPTIONS APPLY TO. THE AVIATION ELEMENT INADDITION TO THOSE PREVIOUSLY CITED:
A. NO MARINE CRASH/FIRE FIGHTING REQUIREMENT FOR VA/MAG.B. VH MAG OPERATE AS A TENANT FROM MARBLE MT AF.C. NO REQUIREMENT FOR HELO SATELLIZE FIELD OPERATIONS.WARM REGARDS.
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TOP SECRET

PITTZYUW RHMMAFA2298 0500936-11T1--RUHHFMA.
ZNY TTTTT
P 1909362 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
T 0 E C T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM

LIGEN NICKERS-ON/EYES ONLY
III MAF/XXIV CORPS COMMAND RELATIONS
A. CG 111 MAF MSG 1505222 FEB 70

COMUSMACV VISITED III MAF TODAY AND AT HIS REQUEST

WAS
1.

BRIEFED ON III MAF AND XXIV CORPS COMMAND RELATIONS

SUBSEQUENT TO TRANSFER OF AREA RESPONSIBILITIES TO XXIV

CORPS ON 9 MARCH. MEL ZAIS ALSO ATTENDED THE ERIEFING.

2. REF A AND A DRAFT MACV DIRECTIVE ON COMMAND RELA-

TIONS WAS USED AS THE BASIS FOR THE BRIEFING. THE LATTER

IS REMARKABLY CONSISTENT WITH REF A.

3. MEL ZAIS STATED THAT HE WAS EVIDENTLY MISLED SINCE ME

WAS UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT III MAF WOULD BE A SERVICE/

ADMINISTRATIVE ORIENTED HEADQUARTERS AND THAT XXIV CORPS

WOULD DEAL DIRECTLY WITH THE DIVISION AND WING. IN

PARTICULAR ZAIS TOOK EXCEPTION TO THAT PORTION OF MACV

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2298 I 0 E C E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/EYES ONLY

DRAFT WHICH STATED THAI III MAF WOULD CONDUCT COMBAT

OPERATIONS AND THAT PORTION OF THE 111 MAF TERMS OF

REFERENCE WHICH STATE THAT III MAF WOULD OPERATE A COM.BAT

CENTER. TO HIM THIS INDICATED AN INTERVENING HOS BETWEEN

XXIV CORPS AND THE DIVISI ON AND WING.
4. I EXPLAINED MARINE CORPS DOCTRINE IN REGARD TO THE

DIVISION/WING TEAM AND THE REQUIREMENT FOR A CONTROLLING

HEADQUARTERS.
5. COMUSMACV STATED THAT THIS WAS WHY HE HAD RECOMME NDED

THAT WHEN THE MARINES LEAVE IT BE A CLEAN SWEEP BUT JCS

DECIDED OTHERWISE AND THIS IS WHAT WE HAVE TO LIVE WITH.

HE SUGGESTED THAT IT BE WORKED OUT SO THAT MOST SENSITI-

VITIES ARE ACCOMMODATED RECOGNIZING THAT THERE ARE DOC-

TRINAL MATTERS WHICH CANNOT BE OVERCOME. HE POINTED OUT

THAT THE BASIC REAS ON ZAIS® COMPARISON OF FORTHOOMING

ROLE OF 111 MAF TO USARV COULD NOT BE MADE IS THAT III

MAF INCLUDES AN AIRCRAFT WING. HE STATED THAT HIS ONLY

INTEREST WAS THAT EVERYONE CONCERNED BE BIG ENOUGH AND SHOW

A LARGE ENOUGH MEASURE OF UNDERSTANDING SO THAT THERE

WOULD BE NO ADVERSE IMPACT ON COMBAT OPERATIONS. COMUS

OF
2 PAGESPAGE

2 3COPY OF TOP SECRETCOPIES111 MAF 2100/4
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PAGE THREE RHMMATA2298 I 0 E CR T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR / EYES ONLY

MACV EMPHASIZED THAT THERE WAS NO POINT IN TRYING TO GET

SOMETHING LIKE THIS RESELVED IN WASH NGTON.
So COMÜSMACV APPEARED TO BE SATISIFIED AND DOES NOT APPEAR

TO HAVE ANY INTENTION OF ROCKING THE BOAT.
70 ZAIS WAS SOMEWHAT MOLLIFIED WHEN HE WAS SHOWN THAT POR-
TION OF THE PROPOSED III MAF TERMS OF REFERENCE WHICH STATE

THAT CG III MAF IS AUTHORIZED ro DELEGATE OPERATE ONAL

CONTROL OF THOSE ELEMENTS OF THE FORCE AS MAY BE MUTUALLY
AGREED UPON TO THE DESIGNATED OVERALL COMMANDER.
COMUSMACV LET ZAIS KNOW WHERE HE STANDS ON THIS ISSUE
ZAIS WILL NOT ROCK THE BOAT WARM RECARDS.
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HEADQUAR ERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATE FEB 70FROMOPERATION CODE CG 111 MAF .

X- ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE
1. INFORMATION 1105222 FEB 70 COPY NO 2 OF 3 COPIES REC'DS- SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOROUTIN

CG
DCG

REMARKC/S
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR. MONTHS

S/S
G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP

EXCLUSIVE

CHAP
CIB

COMP
DENT
ENGR

FOR

-
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP

HAS BEEN SENI
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

Copy
ICTZ Tumover Briefing

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8E
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O
S&C
TCC

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACESGT MAJ

SECRETSEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

B-4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~T • ··.UiASSlflED-
(. 

"."" . 
PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA1242 0420522 .. SSSS m ""RUHHFMA. 
ZNY SSSSS' .. ... -~., 
P 1l05~2Z FEB 70 
FM CG II I MAr 
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC 
BT ' 
S E (!,. R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGE:NBUSE FROM LIGEN 
~l1CKERSON (DELIVER D UR I NG WOR Kl.NS· ;.H{),URS.). 
lCTZ TURNOVER BRIEFING . ··i 
1. THE FOLLOWI NG MESSAGE IS FORWARDEP' ;FOR YOUR I NFORMA-
TIONS" .' 
QUOTE' 
P 07flH1J'20Z FEB 70 ZFF..,6 
JiM CG IU MAF ~ . 
. 1'0 RUMUGKD/COMNAVFORV .•. 
INFO RUMUFGA/COMNAVSUPPACT .... 
M ~t 
SEC R E 111(110400011 £': ... 
FOR VADM ZUMWALT lNFO RADM ADAMSON· FROM ~TGEN NICKERSON 
IClZ TURNOVER BRIEFING . " • 
Ao COMNAVFORV rlJ20935Z FEB 70 (SPECAT):. 
Bo COMUSMACV 21l1412lZ JAN 70 . 
lo I APPRECIATE YOUR MESSAGE REGARD._I~tl tHE TURNOVER 

PAGE TwO RHMMAFA 1242 SEC RET ISPECA! EXCl.USI VE FOR 
BRIEFXNGo . 
20 MY PRINCIPLE CONCERNS ARE TWOfOLDt(l> ARMY CI'PABIll'" 
TY TO TAXE OVER WITHOUT INTERRUPTION QR DEGRADATION OF 
SUPPORT to TACTICAL OPERA!IONS ANP WEL~.rf\RE OF COMBAT 
FORCES o AND (2) VALIDITY OF ASSUMPTIO'N·1HAT 370000 FORCES 
tau. BE TAKEN FROM leTZ DURING PHASE''1t<OUR COUPLED WITH 
MACV PLANNING GUIDANCE THAT All MARI.Nt COMBtlT FORCES ARE 
out OF COUNTRY BY I JUL Y 70 OR USARV :Wlll SlIPPORT TN OSE 
REMAINING AFTER THAT TIME. . .. ' 
30 THE FIRST CONCERN IS GENERATED BY RECOGNJtTION OF 
USARVoS EAGERNESS AND DESIRE TO ASSUM; leTZ COMMON SERVICE 
SUPPORT II BUT CONTINUING INDICATIONS Y·HAT .. CA!)ABILITY 
DOESNvT MATCH wILLINGNESS: E.G .. o IN.·ALl. USARVPAC THE ARMY 
IS' UNABLE TO LOCATE SIX FIRE TRUC-KS A;ND"'ONE REFUELING SYS ... 
rEM TO SUPPORT AIRFIELDS AT PHU 8Al A.ND QUA ING TRI; A NO 
USARV II S SEEKl NG YOUR HELP TO INDUCE J>H'IJ.;CO FORD WOR I<ERS 
TO TRANSFER TO PAtE. SITUATIONS Of' l-XIS-KIND SUGGEST 
AGREEMENT AT CONCEPTUAL lEVEL BUT QUEST:IO'NAI9LE CAPABILITY 
TO IMPLEMENT. 
40 THE SECOND CONCERN IS RELATED TO .T Ir1E/SPACE/SHIPPl NG 

. PAGE-LOFJJ.PAGES 
FMFPAC-GEN 2i-00/3 (3/69j- - --. --- ---' ~.-,-.------- -----,-. ''--_. 

010l-V04-6603 COpy ~ .. OF 3. COPIE~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ET

UNCLASSIFIED

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA1242 0420522-SSSS--RUHHFMA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 110522Z FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
SECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS).
ICTZ TURNOVER BRIEFING
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFORMA-
TION:
QUOTE
P 0700202 FEB 70 ZFF-6
FM CG III MAF
TO UMUG KD/COMNAVFORV
INFO RUMUFGA/COMNAVSUPPACT
BT
S C R E T//N04000//
FOR VADM ZUMWALT INFO RADM ADAMSON FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
ICTZ TUR NOVER BRIEFING
A. COMNAVFORV 0209332 FEB 70 (SPECAT)
B. COMUSMACV 211140Z JAN 70
1. I APPRECIATE YOUR MESSAGE REGARDING THE TURNOVER

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1242 S ECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
BRIEFING.
2. MY PRINCIPLE CONCERNS ARE TWOFOLD:(1) ARMY CAPABILI-
TY TO TAKE OVER WITHOUT INTERRUPTION OR DEGRADATION OF
SUPPORT TO TACTICAL OPERATI ONS AND WEL-FARE OF COMBAT
FORCES, AND (2) VALIDITY OF ASSUMPTION THAT 37,000 FORCES
WILL BE TAKEN FROM ICTZ DURING PHASE FOUR COUPLED WITH
MACV PLANNING GUIDANCE THAT ALL MARINE COMBAT FORCES ARE
OUT OF COUNTRY BY 1 JULY 70 OR USARV WILL SUPPORT THOSE
REMAINING AFTER THAT TIME.
3. THE FIRST CONCERN IS GENERATED BY RECOGNITION OF
USARV'S EAGERNESS AND DESIRE TO ASSUME ICTZ COMMON SERVICE
SUPPORT, BUT CONTINUING INDICATI ONS THAT CAPABILITY
DOESN'T MATCH WILLINGNESS: E.C... IN ALL USARVPAC THE ARMY
IS UNABLE TO LOCATE SIX FIRE TRUCKS AND ONE REFUELING SYS-
TEM TO SUPPORT AIRFIELDS AT PHU BAI AND QUANG TRI; AND
USARV'S SEEKING YOUR HELP TO INDUCE PHILCO FORD WORKERS
TO TRANSFER TO PA&E. SITUATIONS OF THIS KIND SUGGEST
AGREEMENT AT CONCEPTUAL LEVEL BUT QUESTIONABLE CAPABILITY
TO IMPLEMENT.
4. THE SECOND CONCERN IS RELATED TO SPACE/SHIPPING

PAGE LOF 2PAGES
FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69)

COPY 2 OF 3 COPIES

0101-V04-6603

DECLASSIFIED



:;~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

e 'e 

. UNClASSlHED 

~ - '.' .... - ~ .. ~ .. ~. ,.,,~ ...•.. . ... ' .... , ~ ~\ -

...... 
• .' ~ I 

PAGE THREE RH(I1MAJi'A 1242 SEC R E 'I I~PECAT EXCL.USIVE FOR 
FACTORS AND PHASE FOUR ASSUMPTI ONS • .!.T. APPEARS THAT 
COMME NCEMENT OF THE NEW FISCAL. YEAR ~ CONTRACT' NI~GOTIAt IONS ~ 
THE DESIRE TO REALIGN SERVICE FORCE STRUCTUHE., cHID SIMILAR 
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS ARE GOVERNING PLANNINGc IN REALITY g 

ENEMY CAPABIl..1T n:s!) r ACT ICAl SITUATI0N~ ':SHIF'?! NG AVA!LA'" 
BILITY SI (RDERl Y SHI n ON FORCES AND SJ,~lJLAR OPEHATION{-\t. 
CONSIDERATIONS SHOULD BE PAR AftlOUNTo' P~SI, EXPERUtNCE Hj\S 
INDICATED A SIX WE~K PLANNI NG CYCU:'SETWEEN ?MABES (PHASE 
TWO tERMINATION!) 15 DEC 69; PHASE Ill:, COMMENCEMENT 1 FEB 
70)0 ",UTH A PHASE FOUR AT LEAST AS,BlGAS PHASE THREE, II 
SIMILAR CYCLE CA N BE EXPECTED AGAt~o- I-:F.."t,HE 37,000 RE ... 
DUCTION INCLUDES ONLY MARINES AS SU.~GGESTED IN YOUR [!}ESSAGE Il 
AND GIV~N A D",DAY APPROXlflJATUJG: 1 JUNE'p THE BASIC ASSUMP.,. 
lION ISUNREASONABLEIl A PHASE FOUR l'ERMNJ'AllON BY 15 
AUGUST IS MORE REASO£llABLE, BUT ONLY "IF THE' FORCE REDUCTIONS 
ARE SCHEDULED JUDICI'OOSLY AM> NOT CO;N~ENTRA'lrE1) IN ONE 
UNIT AND THROUGH ONE PORT. WARM REG'AtfPSo 
GP~4 ' .• 
UNQU orE, 
2. WARM REGARDS. 
GP:"4 
BY 

1242 
.. 

PAGE2..0F;'~PAGES 
.' . 

FMFPAC,CEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
0101-V04·6603 

DECLASSIFIED 

...... 

DECLASSIFIED
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA1242 S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR
FACTORS AND PHASE FOUR ASSUMPTI ONS. IT APPEARS THAT
COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW FISCAL YEAR, CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS,
THE DESIRE TO REALIGN SERVICE FORCE STRUCTURE, AND SIMILAR
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS ARE GOVERNING PLANNING. IN REALITY,
ENEMY CAPABILITIES, TACTICAL SITUATION, SHIPPING AVAILA-
BILITY, ORDERLY SHIFT ON FORCES AND SIMILAR OPERATIONAL
CONSIDERATIONS SHOULD BE PARAMOUNT. PAST EXPERIENCE HAS
INDICATED A SIX WEEK PLANNING CYCLE BETWEEN PHASES (PHASE
TWO TERMINATION, 15 DEC 69; PHASE III COMMENCEMENT 1 FEB
70). WITH A PHASE FOUR AT LEAST AS BIG AS PHASE THREE, A
SIMILAR CYCLE CAN BE EXPECTED AGAIN. IF THE 37,000 RE-
DUCTION INCLUDES ONLY MARINES AS SUGGESTED IN YOUR MESSAGE,
AND GIVEN A D-DAY APPROXIMATING: ! JUNE, THE BASIC ASSUMP-
TION IS UNREASONABLE. A PHASE FOUR TERMINATION BY 15
AUGUST IS MORE REASONABLE, BUT ONLY IF THE FORCE REDUCTIONS
ARE SCHEDULED JUDICI OUSLY AND NOT CONGENTRATED IN ONE
UNIT AND THROUGH ONE PORT. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
UNQU OTE
2. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
1242

PAGE 2 OF PAGES

COPY OF 3 COPIES2
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~EADQUAIEERS tp 
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SEeRn III MAF FORM 52'6 (REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE· FRSM 
~Aft I DATE x - ORIGINATOR U • t f 1, FEB 70 

04- o4CTlON/COG~IZANCE 
C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NOICONTROL DATE ICI . I - INFORMATION 

1'0916% FEe 73 COpy NO c:z.OF .3 COPIES REC'D S - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT SPEC AT EXCLUSIV~ FOR 'CG -- f----
DCG 
CIS REMARK· 

DC/S 
DCSPLANS 

/ 

DISPOSIJTOH DEPCORDS 
DSA ICTZ 

SIS [J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 

G-5 SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 . 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 

EXCLUSI\/E CHAP 
CIB '. 

COMP 
' . 

DENT 
ENGR 'OR . " 

FOODS r . FSEO 
HQCMDT 

INSP 
MTO 

\\~S·tl(£~ SENl NJA 
OPANAL • 

ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 

'CofYlI/ J2;rZ 7iR#OM~ PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDT8E 
REPRO 

SJA 
SPLSERV F 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 
sac 

I"'" REVERSE FOR ADOInONAj:~ TCC 
SGT MAJ 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSf SEC~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUA

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
CG 111 MAF 13 FEB 70X- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
c:C - COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION

COPY NO 2OF 3 COPIES REC'D1309162 FEB 70S- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTION INITIALCODEROUTE OUTIN

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FORCG
DCG
C/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR_____MONTHSS/S

G-I DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP

EXCLUSIVE

CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT

FOR

ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP

HAS BEEN SENT
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL

Copy#1 ICT2
TURNOVER

PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED o
S&C
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

B-b
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ECRET

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA1500 0449916-SSSS--RUHHFMA.
ZNY SSSSS
a 1309162 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNNFMA/CG FHEPAC
BT
S E C.R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGGEN NICKERSON

(DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

ICTZ SERVICE SUPPORT SHIFT cus

Do THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFORMA-

TIONS
QUOTE
R 1106532 FEB 70 ZFF-4

FM COMNAVFORV
TO RHMMAFA/CG III MAP
RUMUFGA/COMNAVSUPPACT D.NG

BT
S ECRET
PERSONAL FOR LGEN NICKERSON AND RADM ADAMSON FROM ZUMVALT

ICTZ SERVICE SUPPORT SHIFT (u)

10 (U) THE FOLLOWING PERSONAL FROM ADM HYLAND (CINCPACFLT

1003212 FEB 70) IS QUOTED FOR YOUR INFO:

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA 1500 S ECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

QUOTE
R 1003212 FEB 70
FM CINCPACFLT
TO CGUSARPAC
COMNAVFORV
BT
SECRET //N00000//
PERSONAL FOR GEN HAINES AND VICE ADMIRAL ZUMBALI FROM HYLAND

ICTZ SERVICE SUPPORT SHIFT (U)

COMUSMACV 211140Z JAN 70
A.

(S) WE HAVE REVIEWED THE MANY RECENT MESSAGES REGARDING THE TURN-

OVER
10

OF THE R&U FUNCTIONS IN NICTZ. 2 THINK THAT MOST OF THE

PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED IN-COUNTRY CAN BE SOLVED WITHIN SERVICE CHANNELS

AND NEED NOT BE REFERRED THROUGH TEH JOINT CHANNEL FOR RESOLUTION
TO

2. (S) IT WOULD SEEM PRUDENT FOR ALL OF US TO MAKE AN EFFORT

RETAIN THE SURVICE ORIENTED PROBLEMS INAHOUSE WHILE, OF COURSE,
AND

KEEPING OUR UNIFIED COMMANDERS FULLYN INFORMED OF OUR PLANS
OUR

ACTIONS. THIS PROCEDURE WOULD ALLOW FULL COORDINATION OF
OF

PECULIAR NEEDS AND RESOURCES AND WOULD RESULT IN REFERRAL

PROBLEMS TO THE JOINT CHANNEL ONLY IF AGREEMENT CAN NOT.BE

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69)
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PAGE THREE RNMMAFA1500 S ENC R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

REACHED BY THE SERVICES AI THE NATIONAL LEVEL.

3. (S) REF A WILL PRESENT SOME CHALLENGING COORDINATION,

ESPECIALLY IN THE BUDGET AREA. I AM CONFIDENT THAT MOST, IF NOT

ALL OF THE PROBLEMS, CAN BE RESOLVED TO OUR MUTUAL AGREEMENT.

OUR PLANNERS HAVE BEEN IN CONFERENCE ON THE FUNDING ASPECTS

ALREADY AND THESE CONTACTS CAN EASILY BE EXPANDED UPON RECEIPT

OF THE COMUSMACV COORDINATED PLAN IN EARLY MARCH.

4. (U) BEST RAGARDS.
GP-4
BT
UNQOUTE
2. (U) WARM RAGARDS.
GP-4
BT
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
1500

PAGE 2.OF 2PAGE.
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'. .1:: III MAt FORM 5216 (lEY 1-69 

. r - OIIGINATOI 
"'IA"" e_ FIOM t DATE . 

A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE CG III MAF DNG RVN 14 FEB 70 .. 
( - (OMMENT/IECOMMENDATION SEIIAL NO/CONTROL DArf 1 copy NO. I I - INFOIMATION t41ia4ez: FEB 70 OF S CO'IES IEc'D. S - SIGNATUIE 

ROUTE SECTION 
DATE 

.1"IAl 
SUBJECT 

(ODE 
IN OUT 

(MCEO} CG :r lIS fAir' " 
V- SPECAT EXCLUS·I VE FOR 

. PCG .~ .. f2//.~ 'f~ . 
. , 

. 

CIS I l!.l// I' /~ IEMA.a .. 
DC/S .J: il rr- x-' . b.pQftI~ •. " OCSPLANS ' I / 

DEPCORD5 .'" f 

DSA ICTl '. 
" 

[J .. tda r. __ ... 
SIS ..,.. ¥/.r (I '"' o· De.trfJI an- ...u.c. G-l 

, 
G-2 " ..... tIr·~,~ ... · 
G-3 
G-4 . SeiU- s· .... 

; 

G-~ .. 

G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 

, .. ',. ~ .. ~' CHAP DRAFTED I: FSO 
C.li- REL.EASE.:: cis 

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

EXCLUSIVE FOODS 
fSEO 

HQ CMDT 
INSP 
MTO 

FOR NJA 
OPANAL 

ORO 
; PMO· / 

; " 

POSTAt MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY PROTO 
PSYOPS 
ROTeE 
REPRO HAS BEEN' SENT SJA 

SPL SERV 
SUPPLY H ." C lip" 
ORMEDO , 

. 

sfC 
Tee (Zi)' 

ISGJ MAJ (USE IEVEISE FOIl ADDITIONAl SN(U . ., - .. _ .. ",. _.,>_." . " .. ' .............. -
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X ORIGINATOR

CG 111 MAF DNG RVN 14 FEB 70A ACTION/COGNIZANCE
c- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
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PTTCZYUW RHMNAFA1663 0451040-CCCC-RUHKFMA.

ZNY CCCCC
P 1410402 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CC FMFPAC
BT
C is I D E N T I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LT GEN BIRE FROM

HOURS
LT GEN

NICKERSON
0 #

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY 3 DELIVER DURING WORNENG

//N00000/1
Ao DEP COMDR, MARCORBASES PACCEWD) LTR 4:JHRC:WH0 OVER 3400 OF

30JAN70 (U)
B. MCAS KANEOHE 3002162 JAN70 (U)

C. CG XXIV CORPS PHB 090419Z FEB70 (C) (PASEP)

1312022 FEB70 (S) (PASEP)
Do
E.

CG
CG

USARV
FMFPAC

APPEARS
0321472

THAT
FEB70

THERE
(TS)
WILL

(SPECAT)
BE CONSIDERABLE EXCLUSES IN THE

1. (U) IT
GARRISON PROPERTY I'll USE HERE AI CAMP MORN, EXCESS TO

NONTAM
OF III MAF HEAD QUARTERS AT NEW LOCATION WITH REDUCED STAFFING.

BEROMTS
REF INCLUDES LARGE DEFICIENCIES OF MANY ITEMS WHICH COULD

PARTIALLY
A

FILLED FROM ITEMS EXCESS TO III MAF NEEDS. THERE
INCLUDED

WILL

BE EXCESS PORTABLE AIR CONDITIONING UNITS AND NONE ARE

ON REFS A OR B.

TWO RHMMAFA1663 C 0 N F I D E I A L/EXCLUSIV'S FOR/
PAGE

(C) XXIV CORPS REPS HAVE INDICATED THAT THEY DO NOT HAVE
HAVE
SUFFI-

2.
CIENT ASSETS AVAILABLE TO OPERATE THIS CAMP. ALTHOUGH HEY

THAT
SET FORTH THEIR REQUIREMENT : THE INFERENCE IN REF IS

MAFNOT
WILL BE CONSIDERABLE AND THAT THEY EXPECT TO OBTAIN III

EXCESSES.
IT

INFORMAL DISCUSSI ONS INDICATE THAT THEIR REQUEREMENT

NOT BE OF THE MAGNITUDE INDICATED IN REF C. TO REVICE HAND-
WILL

XXIV CORPS REPS HAVE PROPOSED THAT SOME ITEMS AVAILABLE
MENT FOR

FROM

LING,
NICTZ BE POSITIONED AT CAMP HASKINS AS LIKE ITEM REPLACE

ONLY WHERE
TO BE LEFT CAMP HORN. WILL AGREE. TO THIS METHOD

INTEMS
IS REASONABLE ASSURANCE OF RECEIVING ACCEPTABLE REPLACEMENT.

THERE
OBLIGATION TO ALLEVIATE OUT-OF-COUNTRY MARCOR DEFICIENCIES

OUR
RECOGNIZED. HOWEVER, I AM ANXIOUS NOT TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION

WE
IS

ARE "STRIPPING" THE CAMP SINCE A CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP

MUST
DURING VISIT OF COL A.T. HILL, FMFPAC, THIS DATE

WHEREBY
HE INDI-CONTINUE.

CATED
3. (C)

THAT USARPAC HAD INFORMALLY. AGREED TO A PROCEDUR
REPLACE

CORPS COULD SUBMIT REQNS THROUGH ARMY CHANNELS TO
XXIV

ITEMS LEFT AT CAMP HORN WITH DELIVERY ON OKINAWA FROM
CORPS

AVAILA
REPSMARCOR

ABLE STOCKS AT 2D LOGCMD. THIS WAS DISCUSSED WITH XXIV
TO THIS

WHO WERE RECEPTIVE TO EXPLORING THE PROCEDURE. SUBSEQUENT
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PAGE THREE RI«·1~11\f.AKEl63 c: () N·Ji ,.ri"¢:,~~",r.l A L/f!XC.tIJS1V[ FQRI 
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. Do iO{!V CORPS RQf>1'.~Sk\}01' OTHERt1fSE AVA·1lL.iH3L.1 lOlHEf:L oro AN IN"" 
· KIND REPLACEMENT,,' SHORl' .. TERM TEl'IPORPJ~)~ ·tOtlfJ. p .O'l R!!:;II~f.HJRS[~Bt.E 
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PAGE FOUR RHMMAFfH6~3 C 0 r~ F IDE' N'~~:r A .~, t/Exm .. USIVEFORI . 
A~ DO Nor CONCUR THAi, GUIDJHJCE"fU!L~r!VE TO ARiVlY.ASSur·1PTIOI{ . 

· OF .lCYI CONMQ{~ SERVICESUPPORl FROM.:.r!A:V¥-· IS AiL$(j·A?Pl-.XCABlEl0 . 
. XXIV CORPS ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND FRP¥I~·f'ilI.MAV .. A\~D RELATED TRIHJSFER . 

OF PCS PROPERTY A1 CAft'iP HaH1,,·~;t;>'·.: . ' .. -'. '. .•. '. 
B", CONCUR ':IlTH XXIV CORPS IN NEED ~'to K;:;£PMOVE~1Ef\rr cF?CS . 

PROPERTY TO fliitHMUM .. THIS t'IA't BEACC:Of'1~LISHEDI1 :10 .SCjI1E E.X1l!Nlp 
BY REPLACE~1ENr WITH LIKEI'fEMS IN .. ACCE:PTI\Bl:E·CONDIlIONa·: '.' . 

Co o rot Y INTEND TO' LEAVE ITEMS SU:CH. ~AS qt',JitCEANO . QUARTERS 
FURtUTURE/FuRtnSHINGS AND MESS HALL EOO1P Hl!J:XC£SS lUMAF RQMT 
WHICH XXIV CORPS CONSIDERS NECESS~R~jPFOn PROP~R FUNC'flOf·iUJG OF . 
CAMP HORN AND 'WHICH IS OTHERWISE. NO(~VAILABl~TOtHEt1oSUGGEST . 
THAT REPLACEME NT BE EFfE C1ED fROM <A~SEi6. 1 HAT MAY.B·£; AVAILABLE· 
ON OKINAWA OR BY REIMBURSEMENT., mlQlrdfE:.,· .' . '.' '.. . 
6" (U) YOUR COf'iMENTS ON THIS APPROA,C.·!L~WOUl:,D SE: APPRECIATEDe' 
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GP .... 4 

· BT 
·1663 

FMFPAC-GEN 210011 (3169) 
0IOI·V04-6601 

COpy 

.. - ..... " '" 

--~---.....-------.....:..-:..- ~~----- ... 

I _. OF\' .3? :.~ COPIES CONFIDENTIAL 
~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ONFIDENTIAL

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA1663 C o N.F X D E I I A L/EXCLUSIVE FOR!
DISCUSSION, REF D WAS RECEIVED. DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE XXIV CORPS
ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND FROM III MAF AND RELATED TRANSFER OF FACILITIES
CAN, IN ANY WAY, BE CONSTRUED TO BE A. PART OF THE COMMON SERVICE
SUPPORT FUNCI ON TRANSFER FROM NAVY. TO ARMY AS INDICATED IN REF D.
THEREFORE DO NOT CONCUR THAT GARRISON PROPERTY IDENTIFIED WITH
NEW MISSION BEING ASSUMED BY XXIV CORPS MUST BE TRANSFERRED TO ARMY
ON NON-REIMBURSEABLE BASIS AS STATED IN REF D,
4. (U) I PLAN TO USE AVAILABLE ASSETS OF GARRISON PROPERTY AS
FOLLOWS AND IN THE ORDER LISTED:

A. III MAF HQ ROMIS AT NEW LOCATION
B. REMOVE OR MAINTAIN CONTROL OF SOPHISTICATED AND EXPENSIVE

EQUIP AS DISCUSSED REF E.
C. OUTSTANDING OBLIGATIONS FOR OTHER III MAF UNITS CONSIDERED

TO BE ESSENTIAL
Do XXIV CORPS RQMTS NOT OTHERWISE AVAILABLE TO THEM ON AN IN-

KIND REPLACEMENT, SHORT-TERM TEMPORARY LOAN, OR REIMBURSEABLE
BASIS.

E. OTHER WESTPAC/NIDPAC RQMTS.
S. (C) PLAN TO COMMENT ON REF D TO USARV ESSENTIALLY AS FOLLOWS:
QUOTE

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA1663 C 0 D E N-I I A L/EXCLUSIVE FOR/
A. DO NOT CONCUR THAT GUIDANCE RELATIVE TO ARMY ASSUMPTION

OF ICTZ COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT FROM NAVY IS ALSO APPLICABLE TO
XXIV CORPS ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND FROM III MAF AND RELATED TRANSFER
OF PCS PROPERTY AT CAMP HORN.

B. CONCUR WITH XXIV CORPS IN NEED TO KEEP MOVEMENT OF PCS
PROPERTY TO MINIMUM. THIS MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED, TO SOME EXTENT,
BY REPLACEMENT WITH LIKE ITEMS IN ACCEPTABLE CONDITION.

C. ONLY INTEND TO LEAVE ITEMS SUCH AS OFFICE AND QUARTERS
FURNITURE/FURNISHING AND MESS HALL EQUIP IN EXCESS 111 MAF ROMT
WHICH XXIV CORPS CONSIDERS NECESSARY FOR PROPER FUNCTIONING OF
CAMP HORN AND WHICH IS OTHERWISE NOT AVAILABLE TO THEM. SUGGEST
THAT REPLACEMENT BE EFFECTED FROM ASSETS THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE
ON OKINAWA OR BY REIMBURSEMENT. UNQU OFE.
6. (U) YOUR COMMENTS ON THIS APPROACH WOULD BE APPRECIATED.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
1663
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copy
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G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6

ADJ
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CAP
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FOR
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SECRET

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA1664 0451042-SSSS--RUMUGKD
ZNY SSSSS
P 141042Z FEB 70 ZFF-1
FM CG- III MAF
TO RUMUGKD/COMNAVFORV
BT
SECRE T/FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LGEN NICKERS ON

CIVILIAN PERSONNEL REDUCTIONS IN ICTZ (S) If
A. YR 110721Z FEB 70 (S)

1. CONCUR WITH YOUR ESTIMATE OF DELETERIOUS EFFECTS

HEAVY LNC RIF IN ICTZ COULD CAUSE. AGREE COORDINATED

PLANNING AND JUDICIOUS USE OF FURLOGH WILL PRECLUDE

SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS DURING REDEPLOYMENTS AND TURNOVER
ill

01TO XXIV CORPS.
2. FOR PURPOSES OF ANY COORDINATED PLANNING EFFORT,

III MAF CONTACTS ARE ASST CHIEF OF STAFF, G-1 (COL R.L.

PARNELL, JR.) OR DEPUTY G-1, (LTCOL C. S. MCNEILL).

3. WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
1664
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OTTCZYUW RHMMAFA1742 0460522-CCCC--RURHFMA.
ZHY CCCCC
0 150522Z FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC

BY
C N F I D E N T I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN

NICKERSON/MARINE
0

CORPS EYES ONLY/DELIMER DURING WORKING HOURS

TERMS OF REFERENCE III MARINE AMPHI aprus FORCE

THESE ARE THE TERMS OF REFERENCE Body
INTEND TO USE IN

DISCUSSIONS
1.

WITH COMUSMACV AND OTHERS REGARDING COMMAND

RELATIONSHIPS AFTER 9 MARCH 1970.

2. DEFINITION. HEAD QUARTERS, III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

THE COMMAND AND CONTROL ELEMENT OF A UNISERVICE MARINE

CORPS
IS

FORCE COMPOSED OF GROUND, AIR, AND SERVICE ELEMENTS.

MISSION. TO EXERCISE COMMAND OF MARINE CORPS FORCES

ASSIGNED
3.

BY HI GHER AUTHORITY TO PERFORM MISSIONS AND TASKS

AS DIRECTED BY COMMANDER, U. So MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND,

VIETNAM.
Do CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

Ao THE COMMANDING GENERAL 111 MARINE AMPHISIOUS FORCE WILL$

(1) DETERMINE THE COMPOSITION OF THE FORCE.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA1742 C 0 I D Ets NINA L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
OF THE

FOR/MCED

(2) MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE PROPER EMPLOYMENT

(3) PERFORM SUCH OPERATI ONAL MISSIONS AS MAY BE ASSIGNED.
IS

FORCE.

B. THE COMMANDING GENERAL, III MARINE AMPHISIOUS FORCE

RESPONSIBLE WITHIN THE FORCE FOR:

(1) INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION AND DISCIPLINE

(2) ADHERENCE TO MARINE CORPS DOCTRINES AND TECHNIQUES:

(3) TACTICAL EMPLOYMENT OF THE FORCE.

(4) NORMAL LOGISTIC FUNCTIONS,
SERVICE INTELLIGENCE MATTERS.

THE
(5)

COMMANDING GENERAL, III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE WILL

COMMUNICATE
C.

DIRECTLY WITH THE COMMANDING GENERAL, FLEET MARINE

PACIFIC ON MARINE CORPS MATTERS RELATING TO ADMINISTRA-
FORCE,

PERSONNEL, TRAINING, LOGISTICS COMMUNICATIONS, DOCTRINE,
TION,
COMBAT DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER MAITERS OF SERVICE INTEREST.

D. IN EXECUTION OF HIS MISSION, THE COMMANDING GENERAL, III.

MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE WILL:

(1) COMMAND THE FORCE. HE IS AUTHORIZED TO DELEGATE

OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THOSE ELEMENTS OF THE FORCE AS MAY BE

MUTUALLY AGREED UPON TO THE DESIGNATED OVERALL COMMANDER. HE
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA1742 C o I A L/S.PECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO
WILL MONITOR OPERATIONS OF THESE FORCES CONTINUOUSLY WHILE THEY
ARE SO ASSIGNED AND WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF THEIR STATUS,
REQUIREMENTS, AND THE PLANS FOR THEIR FUTURE EMPLOYMENT,

(2) PROVIDE STRIKE AND RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT AND
CONTROL SYSTEMS TO THE SINGLE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR MISSI ON
DIRECTION THROUGH THE TACTICAL AIR COMMANDER WHO WILL ACT AS
COORDINATING AUTHORITY FOR ALL MARINE: AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AVICTION
MATTERS. PROVIDE OTHER AVIATION SUPPORT AND INSURE THEIR EFFEC-
TIVE UTILIZATION AND INTEGRATION INTO THE TOTAL AIR/GROUND
EFFORT.

(3) ALLOCATE LOGISTIC RES OURCES TO INSURE EFFECTIVE
UTILIZATION OF AVAILABLE SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES IN
SUPPORT OF THE FORCE. OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THE COM BAT SERVICE
SUPPORT ELEMENT (FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND, WILL NOT BE DELEGATED.

(4) MAINTAIN LIAISON WITH COMUSMACV, COMMANDER 7TH AIR
FORCE, AND SUCH OTHER COMMANDS AS REQUIRED.

(5) MAINTAIN THE CAPABILITY TO OPERATE, AFTER PERS ON NEL

AUGMENTATION, A TACTICAL HEADQUARTERS IF DIRECTED.
(6) MAINTAIN AND OPERATE AN AUSTERE COMBAT OPERATIONS

CENTER.

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA1742 X A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCED
(7) ESTABLISH, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS

FACILITIES AS REQUIRED.
(8) PREPARE AND MAINTAIN PLANS FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF

THE FORCE IN JOINT AND/OR COMBINED OPERATIONS.
(9) CONDUCT PLANNING FOR REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE CORPS

FORCES AND PROVIDE INPUT TO COMUSMACV. AND HIGHER MARINE CORPS
HEADQUARTERS AS REQUIRED.
So CONCEPT OF ADMINISTRATION

A. III MARINE AMPHI BI FORCE HEADQUARTERS IS CAPABLE OF
ADMINISTRATION.

B. THE ASSIGNMENT OR REASSIGNMENT OF PERSONNEL. INCLUDING
REPLACEMENTS, IS ACCOMPLISHED BY THE COMMANDING GENERAL, FLEET
MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC.
6. CONCEPT OF PERS ONNEL MANAGEMENT. III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS
FORCE HEADQUARTERS WILL:

A. PROVIDE PERSONNEL INFORMATI ON AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE
COMMANDER BY MONITORING ALL MESSAGE TRAFFIC AND REPORTS PERTAIN-
ING TO PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT, INTERNAL ORGANIZATION AND OPERATI ONS

THE MARINE AMPHISIOUS FORCE AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERSOF
NOT SPECIFICALLY ASSIGNED TO ANOTHER STAFF SECTION.
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA1742 C 0 N / F I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/NCE0

B. PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE AVAILABILITY OF REPLACEMENTS.

Co PROVIDE GUIDANCE ON THE DISPOSIATIONON OF PRISONERS OF WAR

D. PROVIDE INFORMATIO ON ON THE STATUS OF MORALE AND INFLUEN-

CING FACTORS.
E. PROVIDE OTHER PERSONNEL PLANNING DATA AS REQUIRED.

7. CONCEPT OF INTELLIGENCE. III MARINE AMPHIB OUS FORCE

HEAD QUARTERS WILL:
Ao MONITOR THE COLLECTION, PRODUCT 1 0 AND DISSEMINATION OF

INTELLIGENCE AS NECESSARY TO SUPPORT III MAF OPERATIONS AND

PLANNING.
B. SUPERVISE AND MANAGE INTELLIGENCE AND COUNTER INTELLI

GENCE ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE.

C. COLLECT, EVALUATE. PROCESS, AND DISSEMENATE INTELLIGENCE

OF MARINE CORPS INTEREST.

8. CONCEPT OF LOGISTIC OPERATIONS. III MARINE AMPHIBI ous FORCE

HEADQUARTERS WILL:
A. FORMULATE PLANS AND POLICIES RELATING TO THE EMPLOYMENT

OF THE FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND AND SUPERVISE ACTIVITIES RELATING

TO SUPPLY, EVACUATION, TRANSPORTATI ON. MAINTENANCE. HOSPITALIZA-

TION, SALVAGE AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS.

PAGE SIX RHMNAFA1742 CONFEDENT I A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO

B. PLAN AND SUPERVISE ACTIVITIES RELATED TO:

(1) REQUIREMENTS, PROCUREMENT. STORAGE, AND DISTRIBUTION

OF SUPPLIES.
(2) LOCATION AND OPERATION OF LSA'S.

(3) RECOVERY, EVACUATION, MAINTENANCE, REPAIR, AND

UTILIZATI ON OF OWN AND: CAPTURED MATERIEL.

WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
1742
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OPERATION CODE· 
x - ORIGINATOR 
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 
I - INFORMATION 
S - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

IN OUT 
"CG -
OCG 
CIS I-s. y((~ 

OCIS 
DCSPLANS 
DEPCOROS 
DSA ICTZ 

SIS i. ~11f('" 
G-I 

, 
G-2 
G-3 
G-4 
G-5 
G-6 . 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP 
CIB 

COMP 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
ROTSE 
REPRO 

SJA 
SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 
ssc 
TCC 

SGT MAJ 

FROM 1 DATE . 
CG III· MAF 15 FEB 70 

SERIAL NO/CONTROL DA!(dcOpy Nn~ . 
P 1 '10611 Z FEBnF 4 COPIE'S RE'C'n 

INITIAL' 
SUBJECT 

VISIT OF COMUSMACV 

~ REMARK 

DISPOSITON .. [J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS , 
0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 

0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 
RETENTION 

SECTION SIGNATURE 

" 

HAS ~EFr 1:1 r 'V ~FN ,. / , . ~ '. 1~ , 
_" "'~ I vL 

., "" '\ ' ;L :.J . t, \ '~ . 

1 
( 

.. O~ , ,. ' ,,~ ,~ 
( 

,~ \-' 

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

,~ 

i 
!! 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE SICRET~ 
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III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X- ORIGINATOR

15 FEB 70CG 111 MAFA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT//RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION

P 150611Z FEB 70COPY NO LOF 4 COPIES REC'DS- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL VISIT OF COMUSMACVOUTIN

CG
DCG

215C/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR MONTHS

2/15x
S/S

4
G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP

MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8 E

HAS
BEEN SENT

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O

2
4

S&C
TCC

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE
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i~~-gt~H/~~RPS .-~\ bY. 
SEC R E T/SPECAT EX-CLUSIVE FOR LIGEN 1AIS FRO\ LIGEN 
NICKERSON 
VISIT OF COMUSMACV 
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS FOR~}ARDED FOR YOUR INFORMA­
TION: 
QUOTE 
Fr~ ABRAMS 
TO NICKERSON 
SECRET MAC 2092 EYES ONLY 

I WILL BE UP TO SEE YOU AND MEL ZArs WEDNESDAY 18 
FEBRUARY 70. IItJANT TO TALK WITH YOU AND MEL PRIVATELY 
ABOUT YOUR PERSONAL EVALUATION OF ARVN COMMANDERS. NEXT 
I v}OULD LIKE TO BE BRIEFED ON HOlt} THIS TRANSFER OF RES­
POSIBILITY FROM III MAF TO XXIV CORPS WILL BE DONE 
INCLUDING MOVEf1ENTS, COMf1MJD LINES AND THE FUNCTIONS OF 
III MAF UNDER THE NEW ARRANGEMENTS. 
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS 
GP -4 . 
~SO NOTE: DELIVSR DURING WORKING HOURS) 
149 

nSECRET, THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITYtl 

: COPYJ-OFl/ COPIES 

HlAS BEEN ~ENT . . . SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

- -,---;;-1 
"! ?,.. 
-~, 
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P 159611Z
FM CG III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
SECRE /SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
VISIT OF COMUSMACV
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFORMA-
TION:

DEPARTMENT

QUOTE
FM ABRAMS
TO NICKERSON
SECRET MAC 2092 EYES ONLY

I WILL BE UP TO SEE YOU AND MEL ZAIS WEDNESDAY 18
FEBRUARY 70. I WANT TO TALK WITH YOU AND MEL PRIVATELY
ABOUT YOUR PERSONAL EVALUATION OF ARVN CO MMANDERS. NE XT

I WOULD LIKE TO BE BRIEFED ON HOW THIS TRANSFER OF RES-
POSIBILITY FROM III MAF TO XXIV CORPS WILL BE DONE
INCLUDING MO VEMENTS, COMMAND LINES AND THE FUNCTIONS OF
III MAF UNDER THE NEW ARRANGEMENTS.
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS
GP -4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
149

"SECRET, THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY"

COPYZOFY COPIES

SECRET

HAS BEEN SENT
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A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
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III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69) 
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CHAP 
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RETENTION 
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REPRO 
SJA 

SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 

COP1E~ 
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE' 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE 

SE~ 
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A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C - COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/ CONTROL DATE
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COPY NO 1 OF 5 COPIES REC'D0 161334Z FEB 70S- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT VISIT OF AMB BUNKERSECTION CODEROUTE INITIAL SECRETIN OUT
CG

2/80IDCG

2/17C/S REMARK
these

I
2/17DC/S I

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR MONTHSC 42/17S/S

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ
AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB

COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO
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PROTO

HAS BEIN
JanuaryEN

PSYOPS
RDT 8 E

REPRO
/SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED 0

5 COPIESCOPY 1 OFSBC
TCC
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE
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['J:.:T A::':: F?;:C :::!..ZCTIOi'JS; T2APiLJ Gi;' VILLAGE A:JD Ht.;';L::T 
OFF' ICL£\LS J ;::-cc ;~i'J1C DE.VZLOP\:l[i~T OF TEIS fl23 IOI~' 2.3P::;:CIALLY 
FISHFJC, ;<'0:1:3T P;iODJCTS, A:;RICULTUR:::: 9 A;JS TouaIS;'i. AFTeR 
A PLEA3A~T LU~CH 4ITrl CONSUL ~CWA~ARA9 Ai~ BUN~:R WENT 
S.~ILING ~lIT:~ ;,~;~. FIRFCj~' O?;£IHllG OF CO!,)SULATE ?OLL01:JZ:. 
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ZEA
SECRET EYES ONLY FOR SLN ADRAMS FROM LTGEN WICKERSON
VISIT OF AM CUNKER
1. VISIT OF AND BUNKER TO LICEN LAM'S OFFICE PRODUCED A
DISCUSSION ON THE FUTURE PROSECUTION CF THE WAR F RO . THL REF
IVA/VC POINT OF VIEW. LAM SAVE AMB BUNKER A PAPER, I.

17ENGLISH, OF LAJOR TCA'S IDEAS ON THIS SUBJECT.. MAJOR TOA
1IS A CHIEU HOI AND ALLEGED FORMER POLITICAL/PROSELYTING

OFFICER OF QUAKe DA. I AM SENDING A COPY OF THIS PAPER

EUT
TC YOU WITH A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF MAJOR TOA.
C. OTHER ITEMS COVERED WERE RF /PF AND PSDF PROGRESS;
FEILITY OF ARVN TO HANDLE THE WAR; VILLAGE SELF DEVELOP -

NENT AND FREE ELECTIONS; TRAINING OF VILLAGE AND HAMLET
OFFICIALS; ECCNOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THIS REGION , ESPECIALLY
FISHING, FOREST PRODUCTS, AGRICULTURE, AND TOURISM. AFTER
A PLEASANT LUNCH WITH CONSUL MCWAMARA, AID BUNKER WENT
SAILING WITH MR. FIRFER OPENING OF CONSULATE FOLLOWED.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
135

THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY
COPY / OF 5
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C 0 F I D E-1 N T I A L/EXCLUSIVE FOR EGEN WILSON
FROM BGEN DILACKI (BELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
VISIT OF REPRESENTATIVE PA-UI. N. MCCLOSKEY, JR.
to REP. PAUL No MCCLOSKEY, dr. VISITED III MAF FROM 12-
14 FEB 1970. IXINERARY, IN ADDITION TO VISIT TO CG AND
BRIEFING AT THIS HQ, TOOK HIII TO CAP 20706 WITH CO, CAF
AND TO HOI AND ON LOC VILLAGE, AND XUUEN LONG REFUGES
CAMP WITH DEP CORDS.
2. 13 FEB 6 VISIT TO 1ST MARDIV MODIFIED DUE TO BAD
WEATHER BUT, ACCOMPANIED BY CG OR ADE; VISITED EACH
REGIMENTAL CP AND 1ST RECON EN. AT 1ST MARINES, HELD
DISCUSSI ON WITH COL. THUC, CO OF 51ST ARVN REGIMENT AS TO
OPERATIONAL COMMITMENTS AND STATE OF TRAINING.
DURING VISIT TO 7TH MARINES ALKED WITH QUE SON DISTRICT CHIEF AS
TO HIS OPINIONS OF ABILITY 01 RF/PF, ESPECIALLY IF MARINES
SHOULD LEAVE. DISTRICT CHIEF INDICATED HIS FORCES WERE

PAGE TWO RMMNAFA2079 C 0 A I I A LVEXCLUSIVE FOR
IMPROVING, BUT MARINES STILL NEEDED. AT 7TH MARINES EASE
CAMP ALSO VISITED 1ST ARMORED BRIGABE, COC FOR BRIEFING
AND VIEW OF CAPTURED WEAPONS
3. AT REP MCCLOSKEY'S SPECIFIC REQUEST. ARRANGEMENTS
MADE FOR HIM TO RON AT AN NOA COMBAT BASE WITH 5TH MAR.
DURING VISIT HE REMANISCED ABOUT HIS "OWN MARINE CORPS
EXPERIENCES WITH THAT REGIMENT IN KOREA' NEXT MORNING,
14 FEB, WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED WHEN PRESENTED WITH
SPECIAL COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE DURING VISIT TO 1ST RECON BN.
40 INTEREST SHOWN IN TACTICAL OPERATIONS CIVIC ACTION
AND PSYOPS ACTIVITIES. APPEARED TO BE PLEASED WITH VISIT
AND APPRECIATIVE OF MARINE CORPS EFFORTS, BUT IS CONCERNED
AS TO CAPABILITY OF ARVN TO CONTINUE RESISTANCE AS U.S.
UNITS REDEPLOY. THIS CONCERN CREATED BY OVERALL RVN
VISIT AND NOT NECESSARILY BECAUSE OF ICTZ SITUATION.
EXPRESSED ADMIRATION FOR INDIVIDUAL MARINES AND APPRE-
CIATION FOR VISIT. HE IS WELL PLEASED WITH PROFESSIONALISM
AND DEDICATION OF MARINES VISITED. WARM REGARDS.
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FM CG III MAF
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C 0 N F X D E. N I A L7SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM

LIGEN NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY DELIVER DURING MORKING

HOURS ONLY P/N0452511
DISPOSITION PROJECT 972 STOCKS NICTZ (U)

THERE STILL REMAINS AT DONG HA A SIZEABLE STOCK OF CONSTRUCTION

MATERIALS
1.

AND LAND MINES WHICH BECAME EXCESS AS A RESULT OF MOIFYING

THE DUEL BLADE PROJECT. THE ORIGINAL QUANTITY OF CONSTRUCTION

MATERIALS HAS BEEN REDUCED SUBSTANTIALLY BY REALLOCATION TO OTHER

PROJECTS. THE REMAINING ITEMS ARE IN THE PROCESS OF BEING TURNED

OVER TO THE ARVN IN PLACE: THE MINES AT DONG NA, HOWEVER, ARE
OR

NOT

APPROPRIATE FOR TURNOVER TO THE ARVN AND MUST BE RELOCATED

DESTROYED. IF DISPOSITION INSTRUCTIONS ARE NOT FOREHCOMING BY

1 MARCH THE MINES WILL BE MOVED TO THE ASP AT CHU LAI. THE MINES

HAVE BEEN REPACKAGED IN ANTICIPATION OF INSTRUCTIONS TO DISPOSE OF

THEM BY DUMPING AT SEA. THE MINES MUST BE MOVED PRIOR TO 15 MARCH
THE

1970 WHILE CUA VIET IS STILL AVAILABLE AS A SHIPPING POINT.

PAGE TWO RMMAFA2261 N/A A LASPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
LIFI INVOLVES 292 PALLETS WHICH AMOUNTS TO APPROX FOUR LCU

LOADS.
2. MACV J-4 HAS ADVISED THAT DISPOSITION INSTRUCTIONS ARE

ANTICIPATED SOONEST FROM USARPAC AND HAVE PROVIDED IN-

FORMALLY A USARPAC MESSAGE WHICH IS QUOTED AS FOLLOUS:

CINCUSARPAC 1003377 FEB 76 TO DA. CINCPAC, COMUSMACV AND

CG USARV LONG BINH VIETNAM. CONFIDENTIAL GPLO-NO FOR DCSLOG/

DP-PB: INFO J470 MACJ42-AM, AVH D-AH SUBJ: MIA AND MIGAI

AP. MINES (U).
A. DA DCSLOG/DP-PB 0722412 JAN 70

(C) REF MSG ADVISES THAT ARMY FIVE=YEAR PLAN CALLS FOR

2.8
1.

MILLION M14 MINES AND 1.6 MILLI ON M16 MINES AND REQUESTS

ASSISTANCE AND RECOMMENDATI RELATIVE TO EXCESS AP MINES

IN PROJECT DUAL BLADE 10 DETERMINE IF RENOVATIO IS FEASIBLE

BOTH FROM A SAFETY AND ECONOMICAL STANDPOINT, AFTER EEING

EXPOSED IN THE OPEN FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD OF TIME, FURTHER

REQUESTED ADVISE ASAP TO ASSIST DA IRPUT TO JCS RESULTION.

2. (C) ESTIMATED COST OF RENOVATI OF SUBJECT MINES AT AN

ADEQUATE MAINTENANCE FACILITY WITHIN USARPAC IS AS FOLLOWS:

(LTR CITING DETAILS BEING FURNISHED UNDER SEPARATE COVER)
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PAGE THREE RHMMARA2268 A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
M14 o $118,904.06
MIG o 869,592.86
TOTAL $983,496.92

30 (C) ESTIMATED COST FOR TRANSPORTATI ON TO A SUITABLE

USARPAC RENOVATI ON FACILITY AND RENOVATION OF 490,936 EA M14

MINES AND 124,673 EA M16 MINES IS $1,069. 709.10.

40 (C) ON SITE TURNOVER TO ARVN IS NOT CONSIDERED ADVISABLE

SINCE THEY HAVE NO REQUIREMENT AND STOCKS ARE NOT SUITED FOR

LONG-TERM STORAGE.
5. (C) USARPAC RECOMMENDATIONS ARE:

Ao THAT THESE MINES NOT BE OFFERED TO MAP AT NO COST.

B. THAT IF THE DECISI ON IS MADE TO RENOVATE THE STOCKS,

THE PRESENT CUSTODIAN, THE III MARINE AMP.HI:BI FORCE, BE

TASKED WITH ANY RESPONSI BILITY IN CONNECTI ON WITH CARE,

PRESERVATION, HANDLING AND MOVEMENT TO A DEEP DRAFT PORT FOR

FURTHER TRANSPORTATION TO All ARMY RENOVATI FACILITY.

Co THAT IF THE DECISION IS MADE TO LOCALLY DISPOSE OF

THE MINES, THE III NAF BE CHARGED WITH THIS RESPONSIBILITY,

D. LOCAL DESTRUCTI ON RATHER THAN RENOVATION, IF

DECISION IS TO RENOVATE, THEN RECOMMEND THE MINES E RETURNED

PAGE FOUR RMMMAFA2261 D A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
TO CONUS FOR RENOVATION.
60 (C) MACV ADVISES THAT:

Ao MINES SHOULD NOT BE RENOVATED I.N. RVN.

B. ESTIMATED COST FOR DISPOSAL BY MARINE CORPS EOD

PERS ONNEL BASED ON. SEA DUNP OF $1.6 AND DETONATION OF MIA IS

MINIMAL INCLUDING A $17,500 COST FOR CAs

Co EXPEDITIONS DISPOSITI ON INSTRUCTIONS ARE ESSENTIAL

THESE MUNITIONS ARE EXCESS TO ALL INCCUUTRY NEEDS AND THEIR

PRESENCE INCREASES THE VULNERABILITY OF STORAGE LOCATIONS AND

ADJACENT FACILITIES TO LOSS AS A RESULT: OF SAPPER OR INDIRECT

FIRE ATTACK.
Do III MAP IS CURRENTLY TASKED WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY

FOR STORAGE AND DISPOSITION OF THESE ASSETS. THIS RESPONSI

BILITY WILL BE RETAINED BY III MAS SO LONG AS THEY HAVE AN

IN-COUNTRY CAPABILITY. DELAY I'll RECESPT OF DISPOSITION

INSTRUCTIONS INCREASES THE POSSIBILITY THAT III MAF WILL BE

RELIEVED OF THESE RESPONSI BILITIES.
7. (U) REQUEST THIS NO BE ADVISED SOONEST OF FINAL DECISION:

UNQUOTE
30 USARV HAS SPECIFICALLY ADVISED ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND DAVANG

NOT TO ACCEPT TURNOVER OF ASSETS NOT REQUIRED FOR ARMY MISSION
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PAGE FIVE RHMMAFA2261 CONF IDENTIA L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
IN ICTZ I.E. PROJECT 972 MINES. GIST OF ARMY POSITION IS THAT

DCPG TURNED MINES OVER 10 USMC THEREFORE DISPOSITION IS A III

MAF PROBLEM. DCPG POSITION IS THAT MINES WERE DELIVERED TO

THEATER AND BECAME PROPERTY OF THEATER COMMANDER.c III MAF

POSITION IS TO COOPERATE IN RELOCATION OR DESTRUCTION/DUMPING
OF MINES IF NO TRANSPORTATION OR REPACKING COSTS ARE INVOLVED.
DCPG REP MACV DECLINES TO PROVIDE FUNDS CR FURTHER INTEREST IN

MATTER.
40 YOUR EFFORTS TO SPEED DISPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS WOULD BE

MUCH APPRECIATED. WILL KEEP YOU ADVISED OF FURTHER DE
VELOPMENTS. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2261
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ZNY IIIII
P 1909322 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
10 RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
TOPSECRE (513 I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN

NICKERSON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

FORCE PLANNING (U)

10 THIS MESSAGE IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

QUOTE
P 1901402 ZFF. 2FF-4
FM COMNAVFORV
TO CG III MAF
INFO ZEN/COM THREE NCB
ZEM
BT
I SENSITIVE EYES ONLY //N00000/1

PERSONAL FOR LTG NICKERS.ON INFO RADM DILLON FROM ZUMWALT

FORCE PLANNING (U)

10 (IS) LIAISON WITH MACJ3 STAFF INDICATES PHASE IV

CONSIDERATI ONS NOW INCLUDE RETENTION OF ONE MEB

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2297 T OPSEOR Ext W/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR

VICE ONE RLT UPON COMPLETION OF PHASE IV. IN THIS

ALTERNATIVE, TO COMPENSATE FOR RETENTION OF THE

3,000 ADDITIONAL MARINES IN-COUNTRY ADDITIONAL

SPACES FOR REDEPLOYMENT WOULD BE SPLIT EVENLY

BETWEEN USN AND USAF.
20 (TS) IMPLICATION FOR NAVY ARE REDEPLOYMENT

OF THREE NMCB'S VICE ONE PREVIOUSLY SCHED-

ULED FOR PHASE IV. BY THE AUGUST 70 TIME FRAME II

IS LIKELY THAT MOST OF THE VERTICAL CAPABILITY OF

APPROXIMATELY TWO NMCB S WOULD BE DEVOTED TO ACTOV

CONSTRUCTION TO KEEP OUR VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAM GOING

AND ON SCHEDULE.
3. (IS) SHOULD COMUS APPROVE THE CONCEPT IN PARA

ONE ABOVE, AS IT STANDS, THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE

TO REDEPLOYMENT OF THE THREE NMCB'S IN PHASE IV IN

ORDER TO MEET USN QUOTA.
40 (IS) A NAVY-MARINE COMPROMISE WHEREIN MEB

WOULD BE LIMITED TO 9,500 VICE 10,200, WITH ONLY 2

NMCB°S BEING REDEPLOYED UNDER PHASE IV MI GHT BE

ACCEPTABLE TO MACV. REQUEST YOU CONSIDER THIS

PAGE /
OF2 PAGES

2 3COPY TOP SECRETOF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4
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PAGE
ALTERNATIVE AND PROVIDE COMMENTS. ADVICE FROM

AND RADM DILLON ON THE FUTURE IMPACT
YOU

THE MEB ON NAVY TROOP CONSTRUCTI ON WORKLOAD

OF
AND CONSTRUCTION TROOP STRENGTH REQUIRED FOR THE

MEB WOULD BE APPRECIATED.

5. (U) WARM REGARDS.
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RECOMMENDED
DEC 70

AN 8.9K MAB WITH 51 RAD BN
TO THE

SPACES

AND
10 (IS)

AN SSCT
REF A

OF 9a REF B CONTAINS
RESPONSE

PROPOSED
TO CMC

ADD-ONS
GUIDARCE REF C

8.9K MAB TO REACH 9.4K
GUIDANCE

IN
IN DEVELOPING A 10.8K

OUTLINED
MAB.

PROVIDED THE
FOLLOWING
INITIAL

CHANGES TO THE 8.9K MAB AS
REQUESTED2.

REF
(IS)
A, IN

THE
ADDITION TO THOSE CONTAINED

S
REF B. ARE

SSCTA. DELETE:
DEI RAD BN 51
DET RAD BN 85

B. ADD:

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2469 TOPSECR
REQUIRED

E-TYEXCLUSIVE
TO PROVIDE A

FOR/MCEO/
MORE VIABLE

3. (TS) THE ABOVE CHANGE
WHICH
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CANNOT BE SUSTAINED WITH

DETACHMEN
THE 51 RAD BN

RADIO
SPACES

BN
LISTED

CAPABILITY
REF A AND C.

PERSONNEL
THE 85 SPACES

FOR ACCOMPLISHMENT
IN THIS

OF ASSIGNED
SUFFICIENTPROVIDEWILL

MISSI ONS.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2469
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DULACKI
//N05050//
VISIT OF AMBASSADOR KOREN (U)

A. ADMIN FMFPAC 1723157 FEB 70 (5)

1. (S) AS REQUESTED BY REF (A) THE FOLLOWING IS THE

ITINERARY WHICH WE HAVE ARRANGED FOR AMBASSADOR KOREN:

DATE/TIME EVENT
25FEB70

0000 ARR DNG BASE OPS/MET BY DEPUTY FOR CORDS

0900-0910 ENR I CORPS(LZ-41)BY HELOCILL MAF)

0910-0930 CALL ON CG I CORPS (CGPS OFFICE)

0930-1015 ENR QUANG TRICCITADEL PADJBY HELOCIII MAD

1015-1132 DISCUSSI ONS WITH PSA & PROVINCE CHIEF(PROVINCE HQ)

1130-1145 ENR HUE ( YD763215BY HELOCHI MAED

1145-131 DISCUSSI ONS WITH PSA & PROVINCE CHIEFOPROVINCE HQ)

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2467 S ECRE T/EXCLUSIVE FOR//N05050//

1315-1400 LUNCH WITH FSA

1400-1430 ENR III MAF(LZ D) HELOCHI MAF)

1438-1450 CALL ON CG, III MAFCCG S OFFICE)

1450-1500 ENR DNG BASE OPS BY HELO(III MAF)

DEPART BY PRE-ARRANGED TRANSPORTATION
1500-
2. (U) WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2467
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FM CG III MAF ... '''' 6' ~)" 

i~M COMUSMACV ~f!Il,~ 
SEC RET IE YE S 0 NL Y FOR MG EN TOW NSE ID FR 0 M L I.G E N 
N.ICRER SON 

, COMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 19 FEBR UARY 
1. THE FOLLOWING REPORT OF SUBJECT VISa IS SUBMITTED. 
2. COMUSMACV ARRIVED IN DANANG AT 1130 IN COMPANY WITH 
LTGEN ZAIS. TRAVELLED TO CCM BY HELOFOR PRESENTATION 
Or DSC AND TWO SILVER STARS Ar{) THEN TO 101ST ABID IV 
CAMP EAGLE FOR PRESENTATION OF ANOTHER, DSC • 
.3. AFTER LUNCH, COMUSMACV WAS BR IE FED AT, I II MA F 0 N THE 
COMMAND RELATIONS FOR III MAF A~ XXIV CORPS AFTER 
TRANSFER OF AREA RESPONSIBILITIES TO XXIV roRPS ON 9 
MARCH ArID ON MOVEMENT PLANNING. COMMAID RELATIONS 
BRIEFING WAS BASED ON MACV DRAFi DIRECTIVE AID PROPOSED 
II I MA F T ER M SOl' REFER E NCE. 
4. GEN ZAIS TOOK EXCEPT ION TO THAT PORT ION OF COMM~ ID 
RELATIONS WHICH INDICATED THAT III MAl' WOULD HAVE OProN 
OF' CERTAIN FORCES SINCE HE WAS UIDER THE IMPRESSION THAT 
HE WDlLD DEAL D IRECTL Y II IT H THE D IVISIO N A ID A IR rnA Fi 
WING \~ITH NO INTERVENING HQS. Aft) THAT -III MAF'S RELA­
TIONSHIP WOlLD BE SIMILAR TO THAT WHINH NOW OBTAINS BET. 
WEE N XX IV COR PS AID USAR V. GE N NI CKER so N EXPL A I NED 
MARINE CORPS DOCTRINE IN REGARD TO THE DIVISION/WING 
TEAM AND THE REGlUIREMENT FOR A OONTROLLING 'HEADQUARTERS. 
5. COMUSMACV SUGGESTED THAT THIS CAN BE W('RKED Our SO 
THAT MOST SENSIT IVITIES ARE ACCOMMODATED REOOGNIZING THAT 
THERE ARE'DOCTRINAL MATTERS WHICH CANNOT BE OVERalME. 
HE STATED THE USARV/XXIV CORPS RELATIONSHIP WAS NOT A 
VAt ID COMPAR ISO N BE CA USE OF" T HE MAR 1 NE A lR CR A FT \II I NG. 
HE STATED THAT HIS ONLY INTEREST WAS THAT EVERYONE alN­
CER~lED BE BIG ENOUGH AND SHOW A LARGE ENOUGH"MEASURE OF 
U!'JI!)ER sr AND lNG' SO THAT THERE .WOULD BE NO ADVERSE IMPACT 
ON COMBAT ·OPERATIONS.' COMUSMACV EMPHASI ZED THAT THERE, 
WAS NO POINT IN TRYING TO GET SOMETHING LIKE THIS 
RESOLVED IN WASHI~TON A NO THAT IT COULD BE WOR KED 0 uT 
tOC~LL Y •• ___________________ ~_ ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

20 
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1310
P 200131Z ZFF-1 ZFF-4
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSE ND FROM LTGEN
NICKER SON
COMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 19 FEBRUAR Y
1. THE FOLLOWING REPORT OF SUBJECT VISIT IS SUBMITTED.

RE2. COMUSMACV ARRIVED IN DANANG AT 1130 IN COMPA NY WITH
20LIGEN ZAIS. TRAVELLED TO CCN BY HELO FOR PRESENTATION

OF DSC AND TWO SILVER STARS AND THEN TO 101ST AB ND IV
CAMP EAGLE FOR PRESENT AT OF A NOT HER D SC.
3. AFTER LUNCH, COMUSMACV WAS BRIEFED AT III MAF ON THE
COMMAND RELATIONS FOR III MAF AND XXIV COR PS AFTER
TRANSFER OF AREA RESPONSIBILITIES TO XXIV COR PS ON 9
MAR CH AND ON MOVEMENT PLANNING. COMMAND RELAT IO NS
BRIEFING WAS BASED ON MACV DRAFT DIRECTIVE AND PROPOSED
III MAF TERMS OF REFERENCE.
4. GEN ZAIS TOOK EXCEPT 10 TO THAT PORTION OF COMMA ND
RELATIONS WHICH INDICATED THAT III MAF WOULD HAVE OPCON
OF CERTAIN FORCES SINCE HE WAS UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT
HE WOULD DEAL DIRECTLY WITH T HE DIVISION AND AIR CRAFT
WING WITH NO INTERVENING HQS. AND THAT III MAF'S RELA-
TIONSHIP WOULD BE SIMILAR TO THAT WHINH NOW OBTAINS BET_
WEEN XXIV COR PS AND USARV. GEN NICKER SO N EXPLAINED
MARINE CORPS DOCTRINE IN REGARD TO THE DIVISIONWING
TEAM AND THE REQUIREMENT FOR A CO NTROLLING HEAD QUARTER S.
5. COMUSMACV SUGGESTED THAT THIS CAN BE WOR KED OUT SO
THAT MOST SENSIT IVITIES ARE ACCOMMODATED RECOGNIZING THAT
THERE ARE DOCTRINAL MATTERS WHICH CANNOT BE OVER COME.
HE STATED THE USARV/XXIV CORPS RELATIONSHIP WAS NOT A
VAL ID COMPARISON BE CAUSE OF THE MARINE AIR CRAFT WING.
HE STATED THAT HIS ONLY INTEREST WAS THAT EVER YO NE CO N-
CERNED BE BIG ENOUGH AND SHOW A LARGE ENOUGH MEASURE OF
UNDERST AND : ING SO THAT THERE WOULD BE NO AD VER SE IMPACT
ON COMBAT OPERAT IONS. COMUSMACV EMPHASI ZED THAT THERE
WAS NO POINT IN TRYING TO GET SOMETHING LIKE THIS
RE SOL VED IN WASHINGTON AND THAT IT COULD BE WOR KED OUT
LOCALLY.

DECLASSIFIED
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6. IT WAS PO r rJT ED 0 ur THAT T HE I II Mtl F' DR A rr r ER M S 0 F 
RErERF.~CE AlITHORIZE CG III MAr TO DELEGATE OPERATION~L 
CONTROL OF THOSE, ELEMEm"S OF THE FORCE:, AS MAY BE 
Mtrr UALL Y' AGREED UPO N, TO THE D ESIG NAT ED 0 VER ALL COMMA l'{) ER. 
1. COMUSMACV INQUIRED AS TO THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE 
ROKMC BDE WITH XXIV CORPS. HE WAS INfORMED THAT CIj1-
RErffTY III MAl' USES THE TERM QUOTE OPERATIONAL GUIDANCE' 
UNQUOTE AND THAT THIS SAME RELAT IONSHIP WOULD EXIST 
BETWEEN XXIV COR PS AND THE RO KMC BDE. COMUSMA CV SuG-
GESTED THAT THIS RELATIONSHIP BE RESEARCHED IN DOCUMENTS 

i .. ---~-T-HA-T-IT-BE;- '-I-N-et.-t:M;9- I-N4H-E-MA-CV-D--IR-&eT-I-VE-r-O-XX-!-V'----
. COR PS. . '. 

8. COMUSMACV \I/AS BRIEFED ON THE MOVEMENT PLANS. HE WAS 
I NFOR MEn THAT APF'ROXIMAT EL Y 80 MAR I NES WO ULD A HG ME NT THE 
XXIV CORPS STAFF AS REQUESTED BY XXIV CORPS IN ADDITION 
TO SOME COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL AfV RADIO BATTALION 
PERSONNEL. COMUSMACV IMQUIRED AS TO THE SIZE OF' THE 
NEW II I MA F 51 A FF A r() WA S ! NF'OR MEl> IT WO ULD GR AD UALL Y 

DRAW DOWN TO LESS THAN 2~0. . 
9. COMUSMACV INQUIRED CONCERNING THE DISPOSITION OF III 
MA F I NT ELL IGENCE FILES. HE WA S I NFOR MED T HAT ALL D AT A 
IS BE ING MADE AVA ILABLE TO XX IV COR PS, WHER E NE CESSARY 
DUPLICATE FILES ARE BEING MADE, AM) THAT OOB PERSONNEL 
FROM III MAF ARE INCLtDED IN THE MARINE AUGMENTATION TO 
XXIV COR PS. 
1121. COMUSMACV, GENERALS NICKERSON AND ZAIS THEN D IS-
CUSSED ARVN COMMA NDER EVAL UAT IONS. 
11. GENERAL ABRAMS DEPARTED DANANG VIA T-39 AT 1542H. 

WARM REGARD S. 
GP-4 
(SSO NOTE:: DEL rVER D UR I NG WOR KI NG HO ~ S) 
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6. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE III MAF DRAFT TERMS OF
REFERENCE AUTHORIZE CG III MAF TO DELEGATE OPERAT I0 NAL
CONTROL OF THOSE ELEMENTS OF THE FOR CE, AS MAY BE
MUTUALLY AGREED UPON, TO THE DESIGNATED OVERALL COMMANDER.
7. COMUSMACV INQUIRED AS TO THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE
ROKMC BDE WITH XXIV CORPS. HE WAS INFORMED THAT CIR--
RENTTY III MAF USES THE TERM QUOTE OPERAT IO NAL GUIDANCE
UNQUOTE AND THAT THIS SAME RELATIONSHIP WOULD EXIST
BETWEEN XXIV COR PS AND THE ROKMC BDE. COMUSMA CV SUG-
GE ST ED THAT THIS RELAT IONSHIP BE RESEAR CHED IN DO CUMENT
AND THAT IT-BE INCLUDED XXIV
COR PS.
8. COMUSMACV WAS BRIEFED ON THE MOVEMENT PLANS. HE WAS
INFORMED THAT APPROXIMATELY 80 MARINES WOULD AUGMENT THE
XXIV CORPS STAFF AS REQUESTED BY XXIV COR PS IN ADD IT IO N
TO SOME COMMUNICAT IONS PERSONNEL AND RAD IO BATTALIO N
PERSONNEL. COMUSMACV INQUIRED AS TO THE SIZE OF THE
NEW III MAF STAFF AND WAS INFORMED IT WOULD GRAD UALLY
DRAW DOWN TO LESS THAN 200.
9. COMUSMACV INQUIRED CONCERNING THE DISPOSITIO N OF III
MAF INTELLIGENCE FILES. HE WAS INFORMED THAT ALL DATA
IS BEING MADE AVAILABLE TO XXIV COR PS, WHERE NECESSARY
D UPLICATE FILES ARE BEING MADE, AND THAT 00B PERSONNEL
FROM III MAF ARE INCLUDED IN THE MARINE AUGMENTATION TO
XXIV CORPS.
10. COMUSMACV, GENERALS NICKER SON AND ZAIS THENDIS-
CUSSED AR VN COMMANDER EVALUATIONS.
11. GENERAL ABRAMS DEPARTED DANANG VIA T-39 AT 1542H.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WOR KI NG HOURS)
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PTTCZYUW RHMMAFA2403 0510400-CCUC--RYHHFMA RUEOFIA.

ZNY CCCCC
RUKHEMA -To CMC
P 200400Z FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RUEOFIA/CMC
BT
CCONFIDENTAL MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY AN05741/1

FMFPAC FOR: COMPT; CMC FOR CODE AS-3:

A. SECDEF 122109Z FEB 70 (U) (NOTAL)

B. CG III MAF 1523127 FEB 70 CU: (NOTAL)

C. CG FMFPAC 1002147 FEB 70 (c) CHICEO (NOTAL)

10 (U) REF A ANNOUNCED THE INTENT OF GAO TO CONDUCT A SURVEY OF U.S.

REDEPLOYMENT FROM VIETNAM.
20 (U) DURING INITIAL CONTACTS WITH ON SITE GAO PERS ONNEL MR TURNBOW

WAS REQUESTED TO PROVIDE INFORMAL STATEMENTS OF THE FUNCTIONS HE

EXPECTED TO ACCOMPLISH DURING HIS STAY AT III MAF AND THE IN-

FORMATION HE DESIRED. STATEMENTS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFORMATION:

QU OTE:
A. SUBJECT OF GAO REVIEW: MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND PRO-

CEDURES RELATING TO EXCESS MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT GENERATED FROM

FORCE REDUCTIONS. BASED ON INFORMATION OBTAINED TO DATE, WE HAVE

LEARNED THAT III MAF HAS BEEN ASSIGNED RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACCOMPLISH-

PAGE! TWO RHMMAFA2403 C 0 I N I I A L/MCEO

ING AND/OR COORDINATING CERTAIN MATERIEL MANAGEMENT FUNCTIONS RE-

LATED TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF MARINE CORPS FORCES. WE BELIEVE THAT III

MAF IS IN THE BEST POSITION TO PROVIDE INFORMATION REGARDING

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES PERTAINING TO: THE SUBJECTS LISTED BE-

LOW, AND TO PROVIDE STATISTICAL DATA REGARDING THESE SUBJECTS:

(1) REDISTRIBUTION OF T/E-T/A AND SPECIAL ALLOWANCE

MATERIEL BETWEEN UNITS REDEPLOYING AND UNITS REMAINING IN-

COUNTRY.
(2) TECHNICAL AND QUANTITATIVE INSPECTIONS TO ASSURE THAT

UNITS REDEPLOY WITH ONLY AUTHORIZED, USEABLE EQUIPMENT.

(3) ADJUSTMENTS OF EQUIPMENT ALLOWANCES.

(4) TURN-IN, CUSTODY AND DISPOSITION OF GARRISON PROPERTY.

(5) MARINE CORPS PARTICIPATION 10 THE U.S. PROGRAM FOR IMM

PROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION OF THE VKETNAM ARMED FORCES.

( 6) CANCELLATION AND/OR FRUSTRATION OF REDEPLOYING UNIT RE-

QUISITIONS (OTHER THAN FLC AND 3D FSR BACKORDER CANCELLATIONS):

(7) REDISTRIBUTION OF DEACTIVATING UNIT MATERIEL WITHIN

RVN AND WESTPAC.
WE WOULD LIKE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION REGARDING THE ABOVE

SUBJECTS FOR BOTH KEYSTONE CARDINAL HAND KEYSTONE BLUEJAY. WE

PAGE /
OF 2

PAGES
FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69)

CONFIDENTIAL0101-V04-6601

COPY / OF 3 COPIES 3-16

DECLASSIFIED



~ '~.!f!; 

:eONFIDENTIAL fit 

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69) 
0101-V04-6601 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 

e-

CONFIDENTIAL 
--. _d~~,";~ J 7" 

<"- '."~'':~~'" ". ;"d~,'.l-·~.,,~ 

CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2403 C 0 A L/MCE0

WOULD ALSO LIKE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION REGARDING PROBLEMS EX-

PERIENCED IN KEYSTONE CARDINAL AND ACTIONS TAKEN TO PREVENT
OR MINIMIZE RECURRENCE DURING KEYSTONE ELUE JAY.

B. REQUEST THAT INFORMATION LISTED BELOW BE PRO-
VIDED F.OR CONSIDERATION AND USE IN THE SUBJECT REVIEW IN

THE EVENT THAT III MAF CANNOT PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION, I WOULD

APPRECIATE IT IF THIS REQUEST IS EXPEDITI OUSLY FORWARDED TO THE

COMMANDING GENERAL, FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC.

1) INFORMATION REGARDING MARINE CORPS UNIT REDEPLOYMENT

IN PHASE I, II, AND III OF THE FORCE REDUCTION, TO INCLUDE UNIT
DESIGNATIONS, PERS ONNEL STRENGTH, REDEPLOYMENT LOCATION, MODE

OF TRANSPORTATION, AND IDENTIFICATI ON OF THOSE UNITS TO BE

DEACTIVATED.
(2) UNIT DESIGNATIONS AND PERSONNEL STRENGTHS OF MARINE

CORPS UNITS REMAINING IN VIETNAM SUBSEQUENT TO THE COMPLETI ON

OF PHASE III FORCE REDUCTION UNQUOTE.
3. (C) AS STATED REF B, NONE OF INFORMATION REQUESTED PARA 2B

ABOVE PROVIDED THUS FAR. IN THIS REGARD, REF A STIPULATES THAT

STATI ONING PLANS FOR BLUEJAY AND INFORMATION ON FUTURE INCRE-

MENTAL WITHDRAWALS WILL NOT BE DISCLOSED. REF C IS MORE RE-

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA2403 C 0.00 F I E NIIA L/MCE0
STRICTIVE AND RESTRICTS RELASE OF PERSONNEL FIGURES RELATED

TO EAGLE AND CARDINAL UNLESS APPROVED BY CMC.

4. (U) AS INDICATED PARA 2B ABOVE GAO AUDITORS DESIRE RELEASE

OF INFO PROSCRIBED BY REF A FOR BLUEJAY AND REF C FOR EAGLE

AND CARDINAL. HAVE INFORMED AUDITORS THAT RELEASE NOT
AUTHORIZED THIS HQ AND ADVISED REQUEST WOULD BE FORWARDED TO

CG, FMFPAC IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARA 2B (1).
5. (U) REQUEST ADVISE WHICH, IF ANY, INFO REQUESTED BY GAO

IS AUTHORIZED FOR RELEASE TO AUDITORS.
GP-4
BT
2403
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C a til F' IDE NT I A L EYES ONLY fOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LTGEN 
NI CKER SON . 
UNDER SE CR ET AR Y BEAL V I SIT 
I. AS yOU KNOW UNDER SECRETARY OF' THE ARMY BEAL ,VISITED 
I COR PS Ton AY. R AT HER T HA N F'OR MAL EED BR IE n NGS, t~E HAD. 
A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION WITH SELEctED MEMBERS OF' THE 
I II MA F', D SA, AM) DE PCORD S 51 A F'F'S. I THO IJ3 HT YO,U WO ULD 
BE INTERESTED IN SUBJECTS.RAISED BY MR. BEAL .. 
2. QUESTIONS WERE ASKED CONCERNING THE F'OLLOWI~: 
A. THE STAT US OF' ENEMY LOC· S IN LAOS; CLRRENT LEVEL 
OF USE BY THE NVA: THE EMPLOYMENT OF' SENSORS IN THE 
LAO! IAN PANHANDLE' AND IN ICTZ. 
B. WHET HER OR Nor AR V N USED SE N SOR S. 
C. THE CURRENT LEVEL OF' mop DESTRUCTION AN) USE OF" 
D~ F'OL IA NT SIN I CTZ. . 
D. THE QUALITY OF' NVA LEADERSHIP AND THE PERCENTAGE 
OF NVA· S IN LEADER SHIP POSIT IONS IN VC UNITS.. / 
E. THE ORGANIZATION OF' CAp·S AID AN EVALUATION OF' 
THE SUCCESS OF THE CAP PROGRAM. WHETHER OR ooT THERE 
ARE A NY CO NFL ICT S BETWEE N T HE CAP PROGRAM, THE CUPP 
PH OGR AM, A NO T HE MAT S. 
F. \IT HET HER T HE AR V N EM PL 0 Y A FD, SLR, A ID IR • 
ANSWER WAS NEGAT IVE; THIS SUPPORT IS FLR NISHED BY US 
FORCES AND WILL ffiOBABLY BE CONTINU£!) TO BE ffiOVIDED BY 
THE TR ANS IT IONAL FOR CE S. 
G. ~}HETHER III MAF' IS EXPERIENCING ANY PROBLEMS WITH 
THE ARMY IN REGARD TO THE TRANSFER OF AREA RESPONSIB.ILI­
TIES TO XXIV COR PS. ANSWER WAS NO PROBLEMS 
H. \~HETHER OR NOT THE ARVN 1ST AID 2D DIVISIONS 
WERE REALLY T HE BEST 0 IVISIO NS IN RVN. , 
3. QtIE:STIONS WERE RAISED CONCERNING THE QUALITY OF 
AD VISOR S BOT H MIL IT AR Y A ~ CORD S. CURR E NT PR OGR AM 0 F' 
USARV TO IMPROVE RANK AND EXPERIENCE OF' ADVISORS BY 
TRANSFERRING PERSONNEL DIRECT FROM OOMBAT UNITS TO 
ADVISORY ROLES t"AS D ISCUSSED. ~. BEAL APPEARED TO BE 
CONCERNED ABOur NOT GETTING THE BEst PEOPLE IN THE 
ADVISORY PROGRAM SO LONG AS COMMAr.D JOBS ARE THE MOST 
IMPORTANT FACTOR IN SELEctION FOR PROMOTION. IT APPEARS 

THAT HE WISHES TO SOMEHOW ATTACH AS MUCH IMPORTANCE TO 
. ADVISORY JOBS FOR SELECTION PtFPOSES AS COMMAM) JOBS IN 

ORDER TO GET THE BEST PEOPLE TO VOLUNTEER FOR ADVISOR,Y 
PROGRAMS. 
4. MR. BEAL APPEARED TO BE PLEASED WITH THE INFORMAL 
DISCUSSIONS RATHER THAN BRIEFINGS. AFTER A COtfHESY 
CALL ON GENERAL LAM, MR.BEAL DEPARTED FOR VISIT WITH 
AMFRICAL DIVISION. WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 

(SSO NOTE: DEL rVER D rn I NG WOR KING HOlR S) 
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P 2012502
-> FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
CONFIDENTIALEESONY FOR GEN ABRAMS FROM LIGEN
NICKER SON
UNDER SECRETARY BEAL VISIT
1. AS YOU KNOW UNDER SECRETARY OF THE ARMY BEAL VISITED
I COR PS TODAY. RATHER THAN FORMALIZED BRIEFINGS, WE HAD
A ROUND TABLE D ISCUSSION WITH SELECTED MEMBERS OF THE
III MAF, DSA, AND DEPCORDS STAFFS. I THOUGHT YOU WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN SUBJECTS RAISED BY MR. BEAL.
2. QUESTIONS WERE ASKED CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING:
A. THE STATUS OF ENEMY LOC'S IN LAOS; CURRENT LEVEL
OF USE BY THE NVA: THE EMPLOYMENT OF SENSOR S IN THE
LACTIAN PANHANDLE AND IN ICTZ.
B. WHETHER OR NOT AR VN USED SENSOR S.
C. THE CURRENT LEVEL OF CROP DESTRUCTION AND USE OF
DEFOLIANTS IN ICTZ.
D. THE QUALITY OF NVA LEADERSHIP AND THE PER CENTAGE
OF NVA'S IN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS IN VC UNITS.
E. THE ORGANIZATION OF CAP'S AND AN EVALUATION OF
THE SUCCESS OF THE CAP PROGRAM. WHETHER OR NOT THERE
ARE ANY CONFLICTS BETWEEN THE CAP PROGRAM, THE CUPP
PR OGRAM, AND THE MATS.
F. WHET HER THE AR V N EMPLOY APD, SLR, AND IR.

ANSWER WAS NEGATIVE; THIS SUPPORT IS FURNISHED BY US
FORCES AND WILL PROBABLY BE CONTINUED TO BE PROVIDED BY
THE TRANSITIONAL FORCES.
G. WHETHER III MAF IS EXPERIENCIN ANY PROBLEMS WITH
THE ARMY IN REGARD TO THE TRANSFER OF AREA RESPONSIBILI-
TIES TO XXIV CORPS. ANSWER WAS NO PROBLEMS
H. WHETHER OR NOT THE AR VN 1ST AND 2D D IVISIONS
WERE REALLY THE BEST DIVISIONS IN RVN.
3. QUESTIONS WERE RAISED CONCERNING THE QUALITY OF
AD VISOR S BOTH MILITARY AND CORD S. CURRENT PROGRAM OF
USARV TO IMPROVE RANK AND EXPERIENCE OF ADVISORS BY
TRANSFERRING PER SONNEL D IRECT FROM COMBAT UNITS TO
ADVISOR Y ROLES WAS D ISCUSSED. MR. BEAL PPEARED TO BE
CONCER NED ABOUT NOT GETTING THE BEST PEOPLE IN THE
ADVISOR Y PROGRAM SO LONG AS COMMAND JOBS ARE THE MOST
IMPORTANT FACTOR IN SELECTION FOR PROMOTION. IT APPEARS
THAT HE WISHES TO SOMEHOW ATTACH AS MUCH IMPORTANCE TO
AD VISOR Y JOBS FOR SELECTION PURPOSES AS COMMAND JOBS IN
ORDER TO GET THE BEST PEOPLE TO VOLUNTEER FOR AD VISORY
PROGRAMS.
4. MR. BE AL APPEARED TO BE PLEASED WITH THE INFORMAL
D ISCUSSIONS R AT HER THAN BRIEFINGS. AFTER A COURTESY
CALL ON GENERAL LAM, MR. BEAL DEPARTED FOR VISIT WITH
AMERICAL DIVISION. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
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AWARD, CASE OF 1STLT C. C. COFFMAN, the USMC

1. I WAS WELL AWARE A2 THE TIME OF THE ACTION DESCRIBED

BELOW BY MAJOR LEE THAT COFFMAN HAD DONE A VERY RINE DS:

HIS CONDUCT SINCE THEN HAS EEEN MOST VALOROUS MARH NO

NUMEROUS INSERTIONS IN THE ASHAU. ON ONE OCCASION HE

LANDED TO PICK UP WHAT HAD BEEN REPORTED AS EVENY 122 MM

ROCKETS BUT WERE IN FACE 195MM SHELL TUBES. 7 ASK IF

YOU WOULD REVIEW HIS BSM WITH A VIEW 0 RAISING 11 TO: A

SILVER STAR.
2. STATEMENT OF MAJOR ALEX LEE 070686/0302, USMC, COM4

MANDING OFFICER, THIRD FORCE COMPANY

FOLLOWS. QUOTE
ON THE NIGHT OF 3:1 AUG 1969 1STLT e. C. COEFNAM 500

AND I WERE SITTING I'll OUR HUT DISCUSSING THE NEXT DAYS

PAGE TWO RHMMFA2703 C NTT I A LVEKCLUSTV FORT

OPERATIONS. AT APPROX 2230, A 122MM ROCKET IMPACTED AT

THE END OF THE COMPANY STREET AND NUMEROUS VOEGES WERE

CALLING FOR CORPSMAN WE BOTH IMMEDIATELY DEPARTED
HEARD FROM THE
FROM THE HUT, LT COFFMAN FROM HIS END AND ME

OTHER. AS KE RAN OUT THE DOOR AT THE END OF HIS HUT

ANOTHER ROCKET IMPACTED DIRECTLY ON 70P OF THE HUT ACROSS

THE STREET. LT COFFMAN WAS THROWN VOOLENTLY TO THE GROUND

BY THE CONCUSSION AID WOUNDED BY FRADMENTATION, REACTING

IMMEDIATELY, HE WAS ON HIS FEET AGAIN AND WAS RUNNERG

TOWARD THE WOUNDED MEM. ON ARRIVING HE FOUND THAT HMS

REDONDO WAS SERIOUSLY WOUNDED HAVING 'A CONSIDERABLE

PORTION OF HIS ARM TORN AWAY AND BEING PARALYZED FROM

THE WAIST DOWN. LI COFFMAN PLACED A TOURNIQUET ON THE

SMATTERED ARM AND HOISTED THE CORPSMAN TO HIS SHOULDERS.

CARRYING THE WOUNDED MAN HE BEGAN TO RUN TOWARD THE

SHELTER OF A BUNKER. WHEN ANOTHER 122MM ROCKET NET VERY

NEARBY AND KNOCKED HIM DOWN AND WOUNDED HIM FOR THE

SECOND TIME. THIS HAPPENED TWICE MORE AS HE MOVED

TOWARD THE BUNKER. ONCE HE HAD THE CORPSMAN IN e PLACE

OF RELATIVE SAFETY, LT COFFMAN IMMEDIATELY LEFT THE
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2723 C 0 HPP DEN I 2 FOR/

BUNKER AND RETURNED TO THE AREA WHERE MORE WOUNDED MEN

WERE LOCATED. THROUGHOUT THE ROCKED ATTACK, DUNING

WHICH 11 ROCKETS CALL 122MM) IMPACTED DIRECTLY INSIDE

THE COMPANY LIVING AREA, LI COFFMAN DEMONSTRATED THE TYPE

OF COURAGE EXPECTED OF A MARINE LEADER AFTER THE ROCKETS

CEASED FALLING, HE REMAINED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE

HELPING TO CONTROL FIRES AND EXPLODING SMALL ARMS AMMU-

NITION OF ALL TYPES THAT WERE GOING WHENEYHINGS

RETURNED TO A MORE NORMAL STATE, HE SAT DOWN AND BEGAN

TO RESHUFFLE UNINJURED PERSONNEL FROM TEAM TO TEAM 30

ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH THE PLANNED MORNING SCHEDULE ONLY

AFTER THIS WAS COMPLETED DID KE PERMIE ANYONE TO DRESS HIS

WOUNDS. THE WOULIDS INCLUDED FRAGMENT'S IN THE LEG, SEVERAL

CUTS FROM FRAGMENTS ALONG THE SIDE, THREE OR FOUR
LT
FRAGMENTS

THE ARM, AND A FRAGMENT IMBEDDED NEW HIS HEAD.

COFFMAN'S
IN

ACTIONS UNDER THE PRESSURE OF EXTREME DANGER WERE

OF THE HIGHEST ORDER, AND SERVED AS AN INSPIRATI ON TO ALL

WHO OBSERVED HIM. COOTE ACTI ON TOOK PLACE ID DARKNESS

AFTER A ROCKET KNOCKED OUT THE ELECTRIC POWER. ONLY

SOURCES OF ILLUMINATION WERE FLASHLIGHTS AND BURNING

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA2703 C 0 I E IN T A L/EXCEUSIVE FOR/

BUILDINGS). UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS
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EYEWIT.NESS STATEMENT 

STATEMENT OF MAJOR ALEX LEE 070686/0302 USMC 

COMMANDING OFFICER, THIRD FORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY 

On the night of 31 August 1969, First Lieutenant C. C. 

Coffman, Jr., and I were sitting in our hut discussing the next 

days operations. At ~pproximatelY 2230, a \22MM rocket impacted 

at the end of the company street and numerous voices were heard 

calling for corpsman. We both immediately departed from the 

hut, Lieutenant Coffman from-his end and me from the other. As 

he ran out the door at the end~ of his hut, another rocket 

impacted directly on top of the hut across the street. 

Lieutenant Coffman was thrown violently to the ground by the 

concussion and wounded by fragmentation. Reacting immediately, 

he was on his feet again and was running toward the wounded 

men. On arriving he found that HM3 Redondo was seriously 

wounded having a considerable portion of his arm torn away 

and being paralyzed from the waist down. Lieutenant Coffman 
o 

placed a tourntquet on the shattered arm and hoisted the 

corpsman to his shoulders. Carrying the wounded man he began 

to run toward the shelter of a bunker, when another 122MM 

rocket hit very nearby and knocked him down and wounded him for 

the second time. This happened twice more as he moved toward 

the bunker. Once he had the corpsman in a place of relative 

safety, Lieutenant Coffman immediately left the bunker and 

returned to the area where more wounded men were located. 

Throughout the rocket attack, during which 11 rockets (all 

122MM) impacted directly inside the company living area, Lieutenant 
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COMMANDING OFFICER, THIRD FORCE RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY

On the night of 31 August 1969, First Lieutenant C. C.

Coffman, Jr., and I were sitting in our hut discussing the next

days operations. At approximately 2230, a 122MM rocket impacted

at the end of the company street and numerous voices were heard

calling for corpsman. We both immediately departed from the

hut, Lieutenant Coffman from his end and me from the other. As

he ran out the door at the ends of his hut, another rocket

impacted directly on top of the hut across the street.

Lieutenant Coffman was thrown violently to the ground by the

concussion and wounded by fragmentation. Reacting immediately,

he was on his feet again and was running toward the wounded

men. On arriving he found that HM3 Redondo was seriously

wounded having a considerable portion of his arm torn away

and being paralyzed from the waist down. Lieutenant Coffman

placed a tournequet on the shattered arm and hoisted the

corpsman to his shoulders. Carrying the wounded man he began

to run toward the shelter of a bunker, when another 122MM

rocket hit very nearby and knocked him down and wounded him for

the second time. This happened twice more as he moved toward

the bunker. Once he had the corpsman in a place of relative

safety, Lieutenant Coffman immediately left the bunker and

returned to the area where more wounded men were located.

Throughout the rocket attack, during which 11 rockets (all

122MM) impacted directly inside the company living area, Lieutenant
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• 
Coffman demonstrated the type of courage expected of a Marine 

Leader. After the rockets ceased falling, he remained in the 

middle of the action, helping to control fires and exploding 

small arms ammuniton of all types that were going off. When 

things returned to a more normal state, he sat down and began 

to reshuffle uninjured personnel from team to team to ensure 

compliance with the planned morning schedule. Only after this 

was completed did he permit anyone to dress his wounds. The 

wounds included fragments in the leg, several cuts from frag-

ments along the side, three or four froagments in the arm, 

and a fragment imbedded in his head. Lieutenant Coffman's 

actions under the pressure of extreme danger were of the 

highest order, and served as an inspiration to all who 

observed him. 

(Note: Action took place in darkness after a rocket knocked 

out the electric power. Only sources of illumination 

were flashlights and burning buildings.) 
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Coffman demonstrated the type of courage expected of a Marine

Leader. After the rockets ceased falling, he remained in the

middle of the action, helping to control fires and exploding

small arms ammuniton of all types that were going off. When

things returned to a more normal state, he sat down and began

to reshuffle uninjured personnel from team to team to ensure

compliance with the planned morning schedule. Only after this

was completed did he permit anyone to dress his wounds. The

wounds included fragments in the leg, several cuts from frag

ments along the side, three or four fragments in the arm,

and a fragment imbedded in his head. Lieutenant Coffman's

actions under the pressure of extreme danger were of the

highest order, and served as an inspiration to all who

observed him.

(Note: Action took place in darkness after a rocket knocked

out the electric power. Only sources of illumination

were flashlights and burning buildings.)
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2405007 741

RECEIVECC III MAF
TO

24 FEBIMEC 754/00/ you
THE

1970SENSITIVE EYE ONY enn MADH
INFO CADE FROM 17071
OFLIVED DIFINS NORMAL WOR KING YOUR
FORCE PLANNING (1)

f. COMNAUGORY 199140? FFB 70 (T S/EYES O V. Y)

1. (TS) PROPOCAL FOR 9.9X MAD CONTAINED PEF A
A.m DISCISSED UITH FARM DILLON. STLIEVE FOLLOWING

COMMENTS RECEIVED:
A. THE **A? PACKAGE SUBMITTED TO MACH TOTALED 10,200.
THIS IS CONCIDERED THE SMALL.F.ST FORCE PROSESSING THE CAPABILITYTE
PROJIDED TO ACCOM? 194 THE EXPECTED MAB MISSION.
S. IN OUR DISCUSSIONS HERE 0 A 19 JAN, IT WAS AGRIED THAT
CMS MCD WOLLD REPART IN AD am *CB IN SEPTEMBER. : 1

VIEW OF RECENT AM ANTICLPATED CANCELLATION you OF MOP Y, DILLO
CONSIDERS THAT THE ENVIVALENT OF THE AD 409 COULD
CEDER OY in AUGUST AND THE-THIRDS 05 A BATTALION O.L.D REDERLOY
TH SEPTEMBER, HOPEFILLY THIS COULD SF CREDITED TO PEDEPOLOYMENT
CUSTAS. DILLOY ASS'RES MF THAT III CAN MEET YOUR ACTOY
NY AND SUPPORT THE MAD WITH A TMC BATTALION FOR
WARM REGARDS.
90-4
107
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0' beetl-of atter naUac. G-l 

G-2 Betunl tier pawMB\ ret.t1_. 
G-3 
G-4 s.et.t..- SLrBat... 
G-~ 

G-6 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 
CHAP 
CIS, 

COMP 
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
FSEO 

HQ (MDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORD 

" PMO 
, POSTAL 

PROTO 
PSYOPS 
ROTH 
REPRO 

COPY ..... L Of ~ COPlES SJA 
SPL SERV "" ,,,... .. " ~ ~; 

SUPPLY HA(i 
f1 F ~' fJ\~ Si N' 

' ',~ IW. \: ' " ,\&V\~ 
FORMED 0 1'--' [, l' ' y~ 

S fC I ul U ~ • __ ~~,_~ ... ·: ..... tlI 
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III MARINE AM HIBIOUS FORCE
CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X ORIGINATOR

25 FEB 70CG 111 MAFA ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
1- INFORMATION P 241252Z FEB 70 42S - SIGNATURE COPIES REC'D.OFNO.COPY

SUBJECT CONF I DENT IALDATE
ROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL

IN OUT CG XXIV CORPS VISIT TO TASK FORCE
CG

Rz2/25
ALPHADCG I

21C/S I REMARKS

DC/S
DISPOSITION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

425 C 4S/S
Destroy after routing.G-1

G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

COPIES
REPRO

COPY 2 OF 4SJA
SPL SERV

HAS BEEN
SEN

SUPPLY
FORMED o

SIC
TCC
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CON Ii IDE N T I A L/EYES ONLY FUR MGEN TOWNSEID FROM LTGEN 
N I C KE~ SO N INFO L T GE PI Z A I S 
CG XXIV CORPS VISIT TO TASK FORCE ALFA 
t. I HA,VE APPROVED LTGEN ZAIS REQUEST FOR TRIP TO TASK 
FORCE ALPHA, NAKHOM PHANOM, ON 28 FEB, DEPARTING DANANG 
98e0 AN:> RETURNING 1530. WARM REGARDS. 
G~4 
SSO NOTE: DEL rVER D UR I NG WOR KI NG HO LR S 
105 
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P 2412527 ZFF-3 ZFF-6
FM CG III MAF
TO COMUSMACV
INFO CG XXIV COR PS
ZEM
CONFIDENTI A L/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN
NICKER SON INFO LTGEN ZAIS
CG XXIV COR PS VISIT TO TASK FOR CE ALFA
1. I HAVE APPROVED LTGEN ZAIS REQUEST FOR TRIP TO TASK
FOR CE AL PHA, NAKHOM PHANOM, ON 28 FEB, DEPARTING DANANG
0800 AND RETURNING 1530. WARM REGARDS.

RECEIGP 4
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS

25 FEB A.M.
105
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SUBJECT CONFIDENT IALDATE
ROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL

IN OUT

25 your
I KINGFISHERSCG

DCG

2/25C/S REMARKSI
DC/S

DISPOSITION:DCS PLANS
DEP CORDS

months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

C2/25S/S 4 Destroy after routing.G-1
G-2

Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 Section
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
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PROTO
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RDT E E

REPRO
SJA

2 ur 3 COPIESSPL SERV
COPYSUPPLY
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SEC
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P 2414457 ZFF-IZFF-A
S FM CG III MAF

TO CG FIRST MADDIV
7EM
CONFIDENTIAL/PER SONAL FOR MGEN WHEELER, FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON
KINGFISHEPS
1. ED. IF IT DOESN'T HIRT YOU PLEASE CONTINUE
KINGISHERS IN AREAS YOU ELECT AND NOT AS A TECHNI QUE
APPLIED ACPOSS THE BOARD. NEITHER LTGEN BUSE NOR I

WOULD CRUJH ON INNOVATION OF NEW TECHNIQUE. I HAVE
SEP 1015 RESERVAT IONS ONLY SO FAR AS THE COMPETITIVE
REQUIREMENTS FOR HELICOPTERS AND ASSOCIATED AIR SYPORT
IS MULTIPL IFP BY THREE. PLEASE CONTINUE BUT UNDER
YOUR GUIDANCE. SORRY I CAUSED YOU ANGUISH.
MARM RECARDS. LTCEN NICKERSON
GR-4
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DIP.ING WORKING HOUPS
13
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MTO 
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ORD 
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250820Z FEB 70S- SIGNATURE COPY NO COPIES
DATE SUBJECT

SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL
IN OUT

SIRCG

14th

2/2018
DCG

ISC/S
4x6

REMARK
5/20DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR MONTHS

2/26t CY
S/S

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ
AWARDS
CAP
CHAP

DRAFTED: C/SCIB

RELEASE: C/GCOMP
DENT
ENGR

EXCLUSIVE

FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP

MTO

OR

NJA
OPANAL
ORD
PMO
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POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8 E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
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FORMED O
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SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

B-22
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.. 
, -' . 

. ' : 
~. . . 

·..PTT~7,:'XUvJ ·f{"iitl~,A F A 300~.:.05.:~~~2:1!)~·.5.s.s·s ~~ ~·I$.+JHF~lA~; .... ~ 
,·Z.N.YSS.SSS:>. . .. ' ..... '.:': ,," "',; . t',' ~ ". . .' 

... p 2,0820Z: FEB '70:-': "''-.'' .' : : l' .. '" 
FM .. en IlIMAF ',"'::'" ,.' ." .' .. .. .. , .... . 

. ,,: 

'to: .R'lfHHFMA/CG; FfrlFPA'C:'·.· ,.".".. " .' 
. JNF'O.RUNLt.·UAieG ,FIRS1"t1ARD'I'('· ;. . . . .. ', . :. .'. 

BT ........ : ... : '.:: : :':.:' ".::: : .... :'. '; .. ,~" ". '. . .' .'. ' ... : .. '. ".,!: . ..-: ..... . 
··S 'E,"C' ·R···.E·!/SPE.ci\·(IEXCLlJSIVE;- ·Fort/LIGEN BUSI:': FROM LTGlHJ·· .'; .' ."': 
· .-NICRER·S ON ':INFO MGE-r.f W'HEELER :(DELIVER ·.DliRHlG:·w.OR KING· MOUR'S> . ::, ::. ... . 
· .. sn~:··.·.' . .' .. ,; . :.: ';' " '.:.~ :::. :: .. ' : :.,. ,:, :'.' . " :'.' . '. ".';:,:' .. '.:':', .>::. :' : c .. : ..... . 

Plo eG ·111' ~1AF.. 2t'0326Z: FES·:·70. (SFECA!J' : .. ,.. . ,: .' "" .... 1: 

Bo, eG" I1I-' MAr ·2·3J0134t F.E·B '1,0": .. " ',~ .', .~. ". <'., ... ;' ' ... 
" ... C{j. ,C:G ,ltl:J'1A·F,2·5·~55:·0t·:FE:·a, '1~r.~.:.' :., ", . . ';:-' .'. . .. '" .' " 
· .' i.{REFEREtl!CES··REfO}1'TED ·SeRiOUS.''! NCIDENt I NVOLVING· ·PATROt. . : '\ .,'.:,. 

. "FR OM' Bi 1..17·' o'rr. '-19 : FEB· :713 H~· ~HU CH 'S I.xtErJi: N . wor~E r~ . AND'." : ...... ' '. ". . ' .. 
. CHlLDlU:·.ri' ~JERE:. K!tt:'ED'~ .':'.' .' . ;.... ....... ..:'.':"':';" . , . ..:;".'." ":.:' : 
··':"2~ :·,T·ME ·Fot.to\lllNlr,.:ADDrrI oNAL.'tNFORMlff1:0N IS' ·PRov!.n·ED.:·.·.···.···.··' ~ ;:: 
'.::' 3~', tr1~MSERS ,. ·OF.:r HE. ,PA1R"OL ~:'AtL, ·VOl.. UN'TEE,RS ~.iiAD' L·H1!:rED· .. · .' " :'.':.::< . 
•. , :-EXPER IE NCE' ... I'N ,'·NIGHT.'. ·P.A·T~OL . A. ct.'! VI:! IE$.,. L Gf'L HE;I1R OD ,PAT(lPl;.·. ,';. .' 

·;L;EA.DER; ·.'\IJ,AS ",fMAIT'l;NG.: A .. Cr.l.ON'.o.N"OOUR'r·:Jfj~HlrAt· FmLUA~ .. ·,HE·'··/ ".':":.' 
. ;., . BAD. NOT :PREVI:OU~LX: .. ACr.~D .. A~··.,j?f4TROL· LE'A.~ER:~I'4 V1E\(.OF lil·$ ...... '. ,'" 

·':PE.NDfNG ;REDUCilON IN:·RANK ... : fiE' .WAS DESI·GNAtED. ·PATROl:.. .,; .. . 
. .' . LEADER O,N. lH::r:S '.aCCA·stoN .S£tAUSE :OF. HIS I\S'ILITIES, IN' NtGHT' . .' .: ..... . . : :-:.,".~. /.;: .. ,.; ....... .' ....... ':. .. /.; :.> ':.<: ' .. :';":." : ....... " .. ': ... ~ ...... ,c .. ' '.' 

, . "'.'.' '"....'.;' ",. .: '. . ," . 
'." ' ... \ . 

~mG!~~ O:;H~~FM~0~;iE~sM Ix~mf~~n~C~~~I~s~~R~N~$· ........•. : .• 
·WAS "NOT ::.NORMPtI.. PROC~i:>IJRE' .-i.N: CO"S", BUT ~JAS :'DONE ··HJ ;.THlS· CASE .'. " . 
. B~,CItUSE.OFrHE E.XIRP1E .FATIGUE 'OF MOR~ SENIOR PERSON[~EL 
~ESULTU1G ·FROM· MANY.,D,AVS·;·OF BU,STAINED ENEM.Y CONTACTo·. '~.'. 
40 REQUEST- "'tHIS HQS~·BE. NOT1Flfi;D AS' SOON A,S 'PARE,NTS Of THE 

.... FIVE .. ·ACO(JSED:·:HMiE.BEEN·:·NOf·iioiEDo WAM~S \lIlLL·:NOT::·8E".::: , .... '.: ...... 

.... REL-EASED.· to THE PRESS "((N1:n:. 'THA:T TIMJro ·WARM. RE,GA'RP'So~" ~" , : .. '. . 

:··g;~4.· :"':' ". '.' ··.:~:>.i::~~~:'·.· '~.'':''.,.::' ..... :.?~ ' ...... : .. :.:. '>: .. ': . '.': . .',:" .', ' 
3002' :.... . ," ' ... : :. ',' ',~ .. 

PAsE2-or1.PAGES •.. . ' .' .':" .. 

.', . 

FMFPAC·GEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
0101·V04-6603 

Copy ~ .... / , OF ~3 _ COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ET 

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA3002 0560820-SSSS--RUHMFMA.
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P 250820Z FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RUNLLUA/CG FIRST MARDIV
BT
SECRE I/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR/LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON INFO MGEN WHEELER (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
SIR
A. CG III MAF. 210326Z FEB 70 (SPECAI)
B. CG 111 MAF 230734Z FEB 70
C. CG 11.1 MAF 25.055.02 FE-B 70
1. REFERENCES REPORTED SERIOUS INCIDENT INVOLVING PATROL
FROM B/1/7 ON 19 FEB 70 IN WHICH SIXTEEN WOMEN AND
CHILDREN WERE KILLED.
2. THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS PROVIDED.
3. MEMBERS OF THE PATROL, ALL VOLUNTEERS, HAD LIMITED
EXPERIENCE IN NIGHT PATROL ACTIVITIES. L.CPL HERROD, PATROL
LEADER, WAS AWAITING ACTION ON COURT MARTIAL FOR UA; HE
HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY ACTED AS PATRUL LEADER IN VIEW OF HIS
PENDING REDUCTION IN RANK. HE WAS DESI GNATED PATROL
LEADER ON THIS OCCASION BECAUSE OF HIS ABILITIES IN NIGHT

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA3002 SSECRE T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR/
NAVIGATION AND HIS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE IN THE BUSH. THIS
WAS NOT NORMAL PROCEDURE IN CO B BUT WAS DONE IN THIS CASE
BECAUSE OF THE EXTREME FATIGUE OF MORE SENIOR PERSONNEL
RESULTING FROM MANY DAYS OF SUSTAINED ENEMY CONTACT.
4. REQUEST THIS HQS BE NOTIFIED AS SOON AS PARENTS OF THE
FIVE ACCUSED HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED. NAMES WILL NOT BE
RELEASED TO THE PRESS UNTIL THAT TIME. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
3002
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SECRETO

OITSZYUW RHMMAFA3187.0580230-SSSS00RUMLLUA.
ZNY SSSSS
0 2702302 FEB TO
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMLLUA/CG FIRST MARDIV
BT
SECRE IASPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR/MGEN WHEELER FROM LIGEN
NICKERSON/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYA (DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
SIR
1. THE FOLLOWING CMC MESSAGE IS FORWARDED FOR YOUR
INFORMATION AND ACTION.
QUOTE...
P 2616012 FEB 79
FM CMC
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
SECRET SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE AND LIGEN
NICKERSON FROM GENERAL CHARMAN.
A. C6 III MAF 210326Z FEB 70 (SPECAT) .NOTAL
B. CG III MAF 230734Z FEB 70
C. CG III MAF 260550Z FEB 70

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA3187 SECRE I/SPECAI/EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0/
D. CG III MAF 260820Z FEB 70
1. (S) THE THANG TAY INCIDENT REPORTED IN THE REFERENCES
HAS HIGH LEVEL INTEREST. OF PARTICULAR CONCERN AT THIS
TIME ARE THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS.
A. WHAT INSTRUCTIONS ON RILES OF ENGAGEMENT ARE
GIVEN TO ALL INDIVIDUALS AND TROOP UNITS PRIOR TO
COMMITMENT ?
B. WAS SUCK INSTRUCTION GIVEN TO LCPL HERROD AND
MEMBERS OF THE PATROL PRIOR TO THIS ACTION?
2. (U) AN EARLY REPLY WOULD BE APPRECIATED.
30 (U) IN ADDITION I WOULD APPRECIATE A DAILY REPORT ON
THE PROGRESS OF THE INVESTIGATION WITH AS MANY DETAILS
AS IT IS APPROPRIATE TO FORWARD. WARM REGARDS.
GP-d
BT
UNQUOTE..
2. II IS REQUESTED THAT THE RESPONSES TO THE TWO QUESTIONS
ABOVE BE PROVIDED THIS HQS AS S OON AS POSSIBLE AND ON AN
EXPEDITED BASIS VIA MCEO CHANNELS.
3. iT IS FURTHER REQUESTED THAT THE DAILY REPORTS (I)
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PITSZYUW RHMMAFA3268 0581350-SSSS=-RUEOFIA RUHKFMA.
ZNY SSSSS
RUNHEMA "I CMC
P 2713507 FEB 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUEOFIA/CMC
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
S E C R Eas T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN INFO LIGEN BUSE
FROM LIGEN NICKERSON MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER
DURING WORKING HOURS)
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO SIR 1/7
A. CMC MSG 2616012 FEB 70 (S) (SPECAT)
B. MCO 1510.12
10 THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO
REF A:

Ao ALL NEW ENL PERS REPT 1/7 ARE GIVEN FIVE DAY BN
ORIENTATION TO INCLUDE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. INST BASED
ON STANDARD DIVO STRESSES USE OF ALL REASONABLE MEANS TO
PROTECT INNOCENT CIVILIANS APPROPRIATE TO TACTICAL SITUA-
TI ON AND IS IN ACCORD WITH DIR HIGHER AUTH.

B. LCPL HERROD SRB INDICATES HE RECD PREDEPLOYMENT
TRNG IAW REF B PRIOR REPT 3DMARDEV JUN 1969. UPON REPT

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA3268 S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO
1/7 SEP 1969 HERROD RECD TWO DAY COMPANY ORIENTATION WHICH
INCLUDED RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. DID NOT REC STANDARD FIVE
DAY BN ORIENTATION BECAUSE OF 3DMARDIV SERVICE.

C. OFFICIAL RULES FOLLOWED IN AREA OF PATROL: AFTER
DARK ALL PERS OUTSIDE HUTS WERE CONSIDERED V.C; NO CHALLENGE
REQ UNLESS CARRYING LIGHT. DISTRICT CHIEF CONCURRED AND
HAD TRIED NUMBEROUS OCCASIONS TO MOVE ALL PERS FROM THIS
AREA. VCI FREQUENTLY KELD MEETINGS IN: HAMLETS SO PATROLS
REGULARLY CHECKED HUTS. NOT AUTH TO MOLEST CIVILIANS
EXCEPT TO CHECK FOR VC AND TO APPREMEND IF FOUND.

D. PRIOR TO PATROL CO, B/1/7, ISTLT L. R. AMBORT
0106723, BRIEFED MEMBERS. TOLD PATROL IT WAS ROVING
AMBUSH, TO REMEMBER CASUALTIES RECENTLY RECD, AND TO
SHOOT FIRST AND ASK QUESTIONS LATER. PLT SGT HOWEVER
SPECIFICALLY REMINDED PATROL THAT THESE INST MEANT TO
SHOOT AT VALID TARGET ONLY AND THAT MEMBERS MUST USE THEIR
HEADS DURING PATROL.

E. BELIEVE ATTEMPT TO CONCEAL FACTS BY PATROL STRONG
PRIMA FACIE EVID OF KNOWLEDGE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT.
20 WARM REGARDS.
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ROUTE SECTION CODE INITIAL

IN OUT
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FOR MGn~ :JONES~ fI1G£N 'fl-lHASH, j'·H::EN tHiEE:LEfl, 
SGEN PAD/~LH:O,; COL iV1ETZGER~ COL HOfF ;;-ROM L7(i'I~1 mC:(tJ~SlY: 
III MAF RESERVE FOR CONTI~GENCIES FUND 
t. SIi~CE :~TS INCEPTION!N JAN 1966? ~[,'!E XII f';.'4F COrlPOS!:!':~ FiEC-· 

HEATIO[IJ FUi·iD HAS HECEIVEI; [\;EI~RLY i3 \llILLIOt,] [:~L_,M~!;;" i'!lM~'r\' 
FIVE PERCENT Of ThlS INCOt"IE CldYJE FROf(l ThE: 1\~[lIV/{:IIn FORCE E~ ... · 
C H{I NGE S '{STH1 WELfAHE FU {'lD c T HE HE~lA L~DEFI I:IM, R~= ~1}_ :·:2 CC :'j,Cn 
BOWLING ALLEY AND TAPE RESALE ACTIVIT!ES AND I~rERESrc 
2, IN Jut Y 1969, I APFROVZD A RECO!'~I.'jE: :~DfnI OJ Of HI1: Mf~i~ ;"\t:C,­
REATION COUNCIL ESTABLISH! NG A RESEaV~ FOR COt(tHiGEI\:C~::':3 F:!f'j:) 

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA~252 UNCLAS EFT 0 
,!).SSESSING EACH COUNCIL ME!VJDER :;;ose/~j(.:vr~Oi\jTIL 
30 PURPOSE OF THE ·'FUND" IS TO PHOVI[;E FCR U\HGE SGf~',.E E>;PZN, 
CIT URE S 8E YO ND HJD I I} I D Ut\L COftlMA ~j)) Cr-, PAS IL 1 T Y A !~O FOR G S :\)::R I:'.~ 
BE[~EFIT OF ALL l~f\RINES R[PI·~E;iEtnED BY TEE COLi['!CIL. 
40 THE "FUND" HilS GRO~'JN TO A FACE VALUE OF ~E07? 15~~,o Dll'r 1 
KNOi'} OF NO CONTINGEf.JCY NOH DO J FOFlSF.E 1\ i':EEL' IN HIm fOR lfflL" 
IZAIION el' THE "FUND~'o (RECREFiTIOil: F'U:\li) MONIES fH~I:~SrEf1HED TO 
COUNCIL M[MBER COM~A~DS SINCE THE'III MAF REe fUND ijAS ESX~9-
L ! S HE D I fJ ,J A N 1 96 6 TOT A L $ 1 (6 c ()' Ii! 0 3 12 0 F' . 
$12 9 9f:9 g E71 HECEIVED T!iROUGH 31 ,lA~: 7:)"/0 
50 1 HAVE CO['JSIDER£D DISPOSiTION 4LTEn[~ATrVS:f.;o A~! 
APPOiHIO~i!'1ENT OF THE "FUND" M1QBG THE G£i\ERA1~V~ tPJJ:Y'~S 
DOWN TO REGIMENT/AIRCRAFT GROUP LEVEL WOULD RESULT iN A.r 
LH,ST f\ ;.5 ~Jf\Y SPLIT lvITH THE SIf~SLE HF.5ULT 'HiA!' P1JR·, , 
ChASING AND EARNING POV·jF.R OF Tl~E "fUND" !.'JOUL[: BE 
DRflSTICALLY REDUCED AND DXLlJfEDn 
60 I MIJ CONVINCED THAT THE: r40S'[ EGUn.'\8LF.: :-.ND EFf'f::C'PV£ 
UnlIZAT! ON OF THE ~'FUND'" f.'OH THE Mf.\YH1U1fJ NUi,:::jEH C7 
t/;["\R X NES HILL RESULT If IT IS )70R\;}AHDED TO THE CEi'JTH~\L 
Mt,RIi\iE CORPS RECREr..TION F'U~JD" /-IQMC" T~rE PROSP:':C!.' 0' LEIHJ 

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0252 UNClAS E F ~ 0 
Yi1:fl.RS AHEM) AND iHE HJCHE~.SIl~GI~EEf) fOR HWROVED (~:~D 
R£CREAT J. 0 N F(J.Cn. IT YES t\ N[ [QUI Pf'lE NT iH OU~ PERMA NE ill"! 
BASES, WORLD WIDE, ARE COMPELLING REASONS FOR THIS 
DECISIONo 
70 YOUR COOPERATION I~ ThE ESTABLISHMENT ~ 
IS NOTeD "'11TH f\PPRECIf\TI DrJ. THE: "FUN;)" ~<JILL 
CONSTITUTE~ AMD DETAILS OF ALL TRANSACTIONS 
THOROUGHL Y DISSEMI NATED TO CO Ul'jCn. riEffii3ERSo 

. ~Jr\RM 11E(~AR))So 

T HE 7> FU ~.~ .. 
CONTINUE AS 
\'i ILL i3E 

B1' COpy _).~ OF ~ COPIES 
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TO 78ADAJN/CG THERD MARDIV
FIRST NAW

RUNLLUA/CO FIRST MARDIV
FORLOGCOMD

ZEN/HANDS CO III MAY
ZEN/CAF
9T
UNCLAS E F T 0
FOR MEEN JONES, MGEN THRASH, MOEN WHEELER,
BGEN PADALINO, COL METZGER, COL HOFF FROM LTGEN MICKERSON
III MAF RESERVE FOR CONTINGENCIES FUND
1. SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN JAN 1966, THE III NAF COMPOSITE REC-
REATION FUND HAS RECEIVED NEARLY 13 MILLION DOLLARS, NINETY
FIVE PERCENT OF THIS INCOME CAME FROM THE ARMY/AIR FORCE EYe
CHANGE SYSTEM WELFARE FUND. THE REMAINDER WAS REALIZED FROM
BOWLING ALLEY AND IAPE RESALE ACTIVITIES AND INTEREST.
2. IN JULY 1969, I APPROVED A RECOMMENDATI OF THE AREA REC-
REATION COUNCIL ESTABLISHING A RESERVE FOR CONTRIGENCIES FUND

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2252 UNCLAS E F T 0
ASSESSING EACH COUNCIL MEMBER S.50/MAN/MONTH.
3. PURPOSE OF THE "FUND" IS TO PROVIDE FOR LARGE SCALE EXPEN-
DITURES BEYOND INDIVIDUAL COMMAND CAPABILITY AND FOR GENERAL
BENEFIT OF ALL MARINES REPRESENTED BY THE COUNCIL.
4. THE "FUND" HAS GROWN TO A FACE VALUE OF $307,159, BUT I

KNOW OF NO CONTINGENCY NOR DO I FORSEE A NEED IN RVN FOR UTIL
IZATION OF THE "FUND" (RECREATIO FUND MONIES TRANSFERRED TO
COUNCIL MEMBER COMMANDS SINCE THE III MAF REC FUND HAS ESTAB=
LISHED IN JAN 1966 TOTAL $10,674,312 OF
$12,989,871 RECEIVED THROUGH 31 JAN 70.90
5. I HAVE CONSIDERED DISPOSITION ALTERNATIVES. AN
APPORTIONMENT OF THE "FUND" AMONG THE GENERATIVE UNITS
DOWN TO REGIMENT/AIRCRAFT GROUP LEVEL WOULD RESULT IN A.?

LEAST A 15 WAY SPLIT WITH THE SINGLE RESULT THAT PUR
CHASING AND EARNING POWER OF THE "FUND" WOULD BE
DRASTICALLY REDUCED AND DILUTED.
6. I AM CONVINCED THAT THE MOST EQUITABLE AND EFFECTIVE
UTILIZATION OF THE "FUND" FOR THE MAXIMUM NUMBER C
MARINES WILL RESULT IF IT is FORWARDED 10 THE CENTRAL
MARINE CORPS RECREATION FUND. HQMC. THE PROSPECT OT LEAN

PAGE THREE RHMMAFA2252 UNCLAS E F i 0
YEARS A HEAD AND THE INCREASING NEED FOR IMPROVED AND NEW
RECREATION FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT AT OUR PERMANENT
BASES, WORLD WIDE, ARE COMPELLING REASONS FOR THIS
DECISION.
7. YOUR COOPERATION IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE "FUND"
IS NOTED WITH APPRECIATION. THE "FUND" WILL CONTINUE AS
CONSTITUTED AMD DETAILS OF ALL TRANSACTIONS WILL BE
THOROUGHLY DISSEMINATED TO COUNCIL MEMBERS.
WARM REGARDS.
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