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DECLASSIFIED

A. 25. CG FIRST MARDIV 010435% MAR 70 (S) MCEO

gpt

EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN
CHAPMAN/LIGEN BUSE/LIGEN NICKERSON

FROM MAJGEN WHEELER

HAMLET 4 SON THANG
(V)

DAILY REPT NO-3

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.. -

~,~/ COMUSMACV CITE MAC m~ DTG mmz MAR 1~S) t·r!.tkm 
FM MG TOWNSEND TO GEN BROWN, LTG MILDREN, VADM ZUMWALT, 
LTG NICKERSON, LTG COLLINS INFO LTG ZAIS MG MILOY, MGEN 
MCCOWN 
FORCE PLANNING (U) 

A J~, lcGFMFPAC ~6~211Z MAR 10 (rSl MCED 1." t 
EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL CHAPMAN AND LTGEN NICKERSON FROM 
LTGEN BUSE 

, FORCE PLANNING (U) - TWO ALTERNATIVE PACKASGES FOR FOURTH 
INCREMENT 

i"l) i Mfft@ 1 .... ~ (!@i) 

~1!ltE~f® L!@mfi8@BT@I1!Jei'-FR@1\tt!i~ij6ic ' , 
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DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMUSMACV CITE MAC 2940 DTG 051227Z MAR 70 (TS)
yountabrum

A.9.

FM MG TOWNSEND TO GEN BROWN, LTG MILDREN, VADM ZUMWALT,

LTG NICKERSON, LTG COLLINS INFO LTG ZAIS MG MILOY, MGEN

MCCOWN

FORCE PLANNING (U)

10. CG FMFPAC 060211Z MAR 70 (TS) MCEO
9-4

A

EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL CHAPMAN AND LTGEN NICKERSON FROM

LTGEN BUSE

FORCE PLANNING (U)
-
TWO ALTERNATIVE PACKASGES FOR FOURTH

INCREMENT

11," 00 PMPPAC 1000010 MAR 70 (10)

FOR GENERAL CHAPMAN INFO LIGEN MOCUTCHEON FROM LTGEN DUCEDUCE

FORCE
PADON

PLANNINGINTRIVING (U) OF CEN ADRAMS TO CEN

INTERNATIONAL INFO ADM MCCAIN

12. CG 1100157
MAD

70 (ms)

FARDONAL FOR LIGEN MCCUTCHLON FROM
DOOM MAICEN MUDACH

FORCE PLANNING (U)
1 AVIATION INTERNATIONAL

OR THE
DOST DHASE TV

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• •• 
.8-1..;[ fUIR$TI'lARDU 020330Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO 11>-4 

FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN NICKERSON FROM MGEN WHEELER 
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) DAILY REPT NR 4 

8_ 2., CG FIRSTMARDIV 030250Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO 71'-1-
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN NICKERSON FR MGEN WHEELER 
HAMLET 4 SON TRANG (V) SPECIAL REPORT 

~_3~ CG FIRST MARDIV 031435Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO ~-4 
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LfGEN NICKERSON 
FROM MGEN WHEELER 
HAMLET 4 SON TRANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 5 

tL 4.V'CG FIRST MARDIV 040950Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO qp--1 
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/L~~EN NICKERSON 
FR MAJGEN WHEELER 

.... HAMLET 4 SON TRANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 6 

.8- 5. ~G FMFPAC 042001Z MAR 70 Wi 
FM CG FMFPAC TO CG III MAP 
CHANGE OF COMMAND 

6- 6.J CG FMFPAC 042047Z MAR 70 (y,l 
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN NICKERSON FROM LTGEN BUSE 
ITINERARY FOR VISIT 9-10 MARCH 1970 

C3-; y-/ CG FIRST MAW 051031Z MAR 70 (C) CJjo-1 
PERSONAL FROM BGEN SPANJER TO ~TGEN NICKERSON 
HELICOPTER CONTROL 

/3- 8. ~OMUSMACV CITE MAC 2922 DTG 050859Z MAR 70 (C) EYES ONLY ~ /,s­
FM MG TOWNSEND TO GEN BROWN, LTG MILDREN, LTG COLLINS, LTG "naN 7'0 

NICKERSON, VADM ZUMWALT, LTG EWELL, MG MCCOWN, COL HEALY 
INFO LTG ZAIS 
MARCH COMMANDER'S WIEU (U) 

~- 9./COMUSMACV CITE MAC 2924 DTG 050919Z MAR 70 (U) EYES ONLY 
FM BG SMITH TO BG DULACKI ~ 
CITATION FOR AWARD TO LTG NICKERSON 

~ - 10.v' COMUSMACV CITE MAC 2932 DTG 051036Z MAR 70 (UN) EYES ONLY 
FM BG,SMITH TO LTG ZAIS INFO BG DULACKI --
GENERAL ORDERS FOR TRANSFER OF COMMAND 

8- 11. '/CG FIRST MARDIV 051450Z AMR 70 (S) MCEO CJ/'~'Y 
. EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CRAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LT~EN NICKERSON 

FROM MGEN WHEELER 
HAMLET 4 SON TRANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 7 

13-12 • ./ COMUSMACV 061041Z MAR &70 (C)If--t 
MAJOR NOEL, AIDE-DE-CAMP. TO COMUSMACV SENDS FOR C/S III MAF, 
C/S XXIV CORPS AND C/S AMERICAL DIV 
ATTENDANCE CHANGE OF COMMAND XXIV CORPS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

B-1. E CG FIRSTMARDIV 020330Z MAR 70 (s) MCEO gp-4
FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN NICKERSON FROM MGEN WHEELER
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) DAILY REPT NR 4

B. 2.. CG FIRSTMARDIV 030250Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO gp- &
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN NICKERSON FR MGEN WHEELER
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) SPECIAL REPORT

B-3: CG FIRST MARDIV 031435Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO gp-4EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN NICKERSON
FROM MGEN WHEELER
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 5

B- 4. CG FIRST MARDIV 040950Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO gp-4EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN NICKERSON
FR MAJGEN WHEELER
HAMLET 4 SON TRANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 6

B- 5. CG FMFPAC 042001Z MAR 70 (U)
FM CG FMFPAC TO CG III MAF
CHANGE OF COMMAND

B_6. CG FMFPAC 042047Z MAR 70 (U)
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN NICKERSON FROM LTGEN BUSE
ITINERARY FOR VISIT 9-10 MARCH 1970

B- CG FIRST MAW 051031Z MAR 70 (C) go 4
PERSONAL FROM BGEN SPANJER TO LTGEN NICKERSON
HELICOPTER CONTROL

B- 8. COMUSMACV CITE MAC 2922 DTG 050859Z MAR 70 (C) EYES ONLY Declassefied 15mar 70FM MG TOWNSEND TO GEN BROWN, LTG MILDREN, LTG COLLISS, LTG
NICKERSON, VADM ZUMWALT, LTG EWELL, MG MCCOWN, COL HEALY
INFO LTG ZAIS
MARCH COMMANDER'S WIEU (U)

B- 9. COMUSMACV CITE MAC 2924 DTG 050919Z MAR 70 (U) EYES ONLY
FM BG SMITH TO BG DULACKI
CITATION FOR AWARD TO LTG NICKERSON

B. 10. COMUSMACV CITE MAC 2932 DTG 051036Z MAR 70 (UN) EYES ONLY
FM BG SMITH TO LTG ZAIS INFO BG DULACKI
GENERAL ORDERS FOR TRANSFER OF COMMAND

B-11. CG FIRST MARDIV 051450Z AMR 70 (s) MCEO qp-4EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN NICKERSON
FROM MGEN WHEELER
HAMLET 4 SON TRANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 7

B- 12. COMUSMACV 061041Z MAR &70 (C) of

MAJOR NOEL, AIDE-DE-CAMP TO COMUSMACV SENDS FOR C/S III MAF,
C/S XXIV CORPS AND C/S AMERICAL DIV
ATTENDANCE CHANGE OF COMMAND XXIV CORPS

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • II 
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6- 14 '!or' CG, FIRST MARDHl 061320Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO &]p- 4 
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LT~EN NICKERSON ~FR 
MAJGEN WHEELER - HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 8 

,6- 15.v CGMUSMACV cite 3004 DTG 071007Z MAR 70 (S) EYES ONLY'-""d~ 
FM MG TOWNSEND TO LTG NICKERSON/LTG MCCUTCHEON . 
WIEU MEETING 

13- 16.c;.-/CG FIRST MARDIV 080230ZMAR 70 ) (S) MCEO qp-1 
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LT~N NICKERSON 
FROM MGEN WHEELER 
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) REPORT NO 9 

13 - 17.v CG AMERICAL DIVISION 080310Z MAR 70 (JJ.) 
FM MG RAMSEY TO LTGEN NICKERSON INFO LTGEN ZAIS 
HELICOPTER VIOLATION 

8- 18.~G XXIV CORPS 080253Z MAR 70 (S) EYES ONLY I,r-J 
FROM ZAIS TO NICKERSON & MGEN TOWNSEND 
FORCE PLANNING - EXPANSION OF ENEMY SITUATIO~ INNICTZ 

t3J-19.VCOMUSMACV CITE 3040 DTG 080727Z MAR 70 (Jll .1)£-
FM BG SMITH TO MG MABRY, BGDULACKI, CPT TiDD, BG BENNETT, 
BG JOHNSON, BG KINNARD, BG SH~DD, BG CANTLEY, BG DUQUEMIN, 
BG MCAULIFFE ~ R&R INCIDENT 

~_(.':~O .vCG lSTMARDIV 120925Z MAR 70 (5) Cjp-1 
FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTdEN MCCUTCHEQN/FR MAJGEN 
WHEELER 
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) RPT NO 10 

tl- 21./COMUSMACV CITE 3248 DTG 120920Z MAR 70 (S) 7J1l-1 

~- 22./ 

FROM GEN ABRAMS TO GEN BROWN, LTG MILDRE~; ADM ZUMWALT, 
LTG COLLINS, LTG EWELL, LTG MCCOWN, LTG ZAIS, LTG MCCUTCHEON 
MINIMIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS 

CG 1STMARDIV 130830Z MAR 70 (S) '111'-1 
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEU BUSE/LTGEN MCCUTCHEON/ 
FR MAJGEN WHEELER 
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) REPT NO 11 

(5- 23.~ CG XXIV CORPS IB0444Z MAR 70 (S) e:w~,J~ 
EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON ~ 
OPCON 

!.3- 24." COMUSMACV CITE 3574 DTG 181411Z MAR 70 (S) qp-~ 
. AC.TIVI.TIES .IN. CAMBODIA .;(8) IV 
., . ". . ~. '. -. '.. -~.' . .' '. 

13- 25 . ./' COMNAVFORV' 1800'30'Z 'MAR '70 (S) ;,t-':+ 
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHE6N FROM ZUMWALT 
REQUIREMENT FOR THE MAM-O BRIDGE (8) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

13. LPTCPAC 0620000 MAR 70 (II)ce
PERSONAL FOR LIGEN NICKERSON

B- 14 CG, FIRST MARDIV 061320Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO gp- 4
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN NICKERSON XFR
MAJGEN WHEELER - HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 8

COMUSMACV cite 3004 DTG 071007Z MAR 70 (s) EYES ONLY
go-Not shoron

15.B-
FM MG TOWNSEND TO LTG NICKERSON/LTG MCCUTCHEON
WIEU MEETING

4B- 16. CG FIRST MARDIV 080230Z MAR 70 ) (S) MCEO gp.
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN NICKERSON
FROM MGEN WHEELER
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) REPORT NO 9

CG AMERICAL DIVISION 080310Z MAR 70 (U)B-17.
FM MG RAMSEY TO LTGEN NICKERSON INFO LTGEN ZAIS
HELICOPTER VIOLATION

CG XXIV CORPS 080253Z MAR 70 (S) EYES ONLY gp-'B- 18.
FROM ZAIS TO NICKERSON & MGEN TOWNSEND
FORCE PLANNING - EXPANSION OF ENEMY SITUATION INNICTZ

B-19 COMUSMACV CITE 3040 DTG 080727Z MAR 70 (U)
FM BG SMITH TO MG MABRY, BGDULACKI, CPT TIDD, BG BENNETT,
BG JOHNSON, BG KINNARD, BG SHEDD, BG CANTLEY, BG DUQUEMIN,
BG MCAULIFFE - R&R INCIDENT

CG 1STMARDIV 120925Z MAR 70 (s) 9p-4B-R20.
FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN MCCUTCHEON/FR MAJGEN
WHEELER
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) RPT NO 10

B- 21. /COMUSMACV CITE 3248 DTG 120920Z MAR 70 (S) gp.FROM GEN ABRAMS TO GEN BROWN, LTG MILDREN, ADM ZUMWALT,
LTG COLLINS, LTG EWELL, LTG MCCOWN, LTG ZAIS, LTG MCCUTCHEON
MINIMIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS

B-22 CG 1STMARDIV 130830Z MAR 70 (S)
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN MCCUTCHEON/
FR MAJGEN WHEELER
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) REPT NO 11

B-23. CG XXIV CORPS 180444Z MAR 70 (s)
EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON

B- 24.
C COMUSMACV CITE 3574 DTG 181411Z MAR 70 (S) gp-4ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA (s)

B- 25. COMNAVFORV 180030Z MAR 70 (S) gp
+

PERSONAL FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM ZUMWALT
REQUIREMENT FOR THE MAM-O BRIDGE (S)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

A - 15. c/CG FIRST MAW 170400Z MAR 70 (TS) q;.-.y. 
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON F~OM MAJGEN THRASH 
FORCE PLANNING (U) 

Ii _ 16. )eG FMFPAC 181948Z MAR 70 (TS) ~- 4-
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN, I~FO LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM 
LTGEN BUSE 

. --'·7 - ,..-. 
.,. '.-~ __ J~.~ __ ~~ 

FORCE PLANNING (U) .,... FMFPAC READDRESSAL OF CG III MAP CONEERN 
OVER RESIDUAL RLT AS DEFENSE OF DNG 

A- 17. JCG FMEPAC 181749Z MAR 70 (TS) qp-~ 
ESTABLISHMENT OF TIO FOR COM~INED ACTION FORCE (CAF) REQ FOR 

A- 18. J CG FIRST MAW 200150Z MAR 70 (TS) Cff-4 
POST PHASE IV MAB AVIATION ELEMtNT 

(u) 

£ 3 i-(£1'## PUlPic 

A _ 24 (' CMC 241443Z MAR 70 (TS) Cfr--'/­
FM CMC TO CG FMFPAC INFO CG III MAP, CG FORLOGCOMD 
ADPE PLANNING 

'-rr ~-~--~~-------:---------

.?5~rl~7g'.ii!1!·:::i:f£Ed!£2i·5i1Gii;Ii55<f-=:·:::~ . I 1,.,.. .7 7 .w 22 ~yT.P -f 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

112001Z MAR12
PADALINOGEN CHAPMAN

14 CG.
ROM BGENMANBUSE

A - 15. CG FIRST MAW 170400Z MAR 70 (TS) go 4
PERSONAL FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM MAJGEN THRASH
FORCE PLANNING (U)

A - 16. CG FMFPAC 181948Z MAR 70 (TS) gp-4
EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN, INFO LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM
LTGEN BUSE
FORCE PLANNING (U) - FMFPAC READDRESSAL OF CG III MAF CONEERN

OVER RESIDUAL RLT AS DEFENSE OF DNG

A- 17. CG FMAPAC 181749Z MAR 70 (TS) gp-4
ESTABLISHMENT OF T/O FOR COMBINED ACTION FORCE (CAF) REQ FOR

A- 18. CG FIRST MAW 200150Z MAR 70 (TS) gp-4
POST PHASE IV MAB AVIATION ELEMENT

A. 19. CG FMFPAC 200239Z MAR 70 (TS) gp-4
LFTC CONDUCTED TACP TRAINING ON OKINAWA (U)

ADMIN FMFPAC 2021314

FORCE

ADDAMSFORCE

RUMF

FORCE PLANNING

A - 24. CMC 241443Z MAR 70 (TS) gp-4
FM CMC TO CG FMFPAC INFO CG III MAF, CG FORLOGCOMD
ADPE PLANNING

255

DECLASSIFIED



, ' 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 
, 

fl-l. 

/1. 2. C~ lSTMARDIV 231315Z MAR 70 (S) ~~1 
FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM MGEN WHEELER 
HAMLET 4 SON TRANG tV) REPT NO 12 

FI~ST MAW 240900Z MAR ,70 (e) C;.1 
CG FIRST MAW TO CG III MAF~ 
CRASH OF CG AMERICAL DIVISIONS UH~lH IN VICINITY OF CHU 
LAl AIR BASE 'ON 17 MARCH 1970 

CTF 77 240122Z MAR 70 (e) ~·1 
FOR LTGEN ZAIS, INFO LTG~N MCCUTCHEON AND MGEN THRASH 
FROM BARDSHAR 
PROPOSED VISIT F/CTF 77 

A .. 5 , CG XXIV CORP S 250917 Z MAR 70 ( C ~ fJf .. 1 
FOR VADM BARDSHOW, INFO LTGEN MeCUTCHEON, MGEN THRASH 
FROM ZAIS 
CTF' 77 VISIT 

A _ 6 • CMC 3013 5 3 Z NEMAR 7 0 (S ) qp_.tj.' 
WESTPAC VISIT (U) I' 

A.7. 

FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON INFO LTGEN BDSE FROM GEN WALT 

CG FIRST ~mRDIV 310340Z MAR70 (5) ~-1 ' 
FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BU5E/LTGENVMCCUTCHEON FR MGEN WHEELER 
HAMLET NO 4 SON TRANG (V) REPT NO 13 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

A-1. CMC 191350Z MAR 70 (C) gp- 4.

PERSONAL FOR BGEN DULACKI FROM LTCOL KELLEY

ACMC WESTPAC VISIT

A. 2. CG 1STMARDIV 231315Z MAR 70 (S) ap.
4

FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM MGEN WHEELER

HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) REPT NO 12

3. FIRST MAW 240900Z MAR 70 (C)

gp-4
A-

CG FIRST MAW TO CG III MAF

CRASH OF CG AMERICAL DIVISIONS UH-1H IN VICINITY OF CHU

LAI AIR BASE ON 17 MARCH 1970

A. 4. CTF 77 240122Z MAR 70 (C)
go-4

FOR LTGEN ZAIS, INFO LTGEN MCCUTCHEON AND MGEN THRASH

FROM BARDSHAR

PROPOSED VISIT F/CTF 77

A-5. CG XXIV CORPS 250917Z MAR 70 (CD gp-4
FOR VADM BARDSHOW, INFO LTGEN MCCUTCHEON, MGEN THRASH

FROM ZAIS

CTF 77 VISIT

A. 6. CMC 301353Z XEMAR 70 (S)

gp-4WESTPAC VISIT (U)

FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON INFO LTGEN BUSE FROM GEN WALT

A-7. CG FIRST MARDIV 310340Z MAR70 (S)
gp-

of

FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FR MGEN WHEELER

HAMLET NO 4 SON THANG (V) REPT NO 13

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~EADQUAirERS ~ 
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SEein III MAF FORM 5216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE· FROM I DATE . 
X - ORIGINATOR CG. F I RS;T MARD I V en MAR 70 
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 

SERIAL NO/CONTROL OATE Icol N~ J I - INFORMATION 
f1110~35Z MAR 7f2Ji Py JJE COPIES REC'O S- SIGNA~E 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT HA;MLET 4 SON THENG 
'CG 

(V) REPT~ DAILY 1'5. .. -
DCG 
CIS REMARK· 

DC/S 
DCSPLANS 
DEPCQROS DISPOSITON 

OSA ICTZ 
SIS [J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 

G-' SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 . 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 

EXCLUSIVE CHAP 
CIS 1: 12 'MMVo 1.:lN."", t:*u.. 

COMP -
DENT 

~'OR 
ENGR 
FOODS f < 
FSEO .' HQCMDT 
INSP ~ l~~ ~ 
MTO i' 1 

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLv 
NJA 

~ 

OPANAL 
ORD 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDT8E 
REPRO 

SJA 
SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 
sac 
Tce 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

EADQUA

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
CG. FIRST MARDIVX- ORIGINATOR 01 MAR 70A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/ CONTROL DATE
COPYNO2 OF 3NO OF COPIES REC'D

1- INFORMATION
010435Z MAR 70S- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIALOUTIN HAMLET 4 SON THENG
CG

(v) REPT, DAILY #3DCG
C/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR. MONTHSS/S

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP

EXCLUSIVE

CHAP
I OB K3MAKE2 marchCIB

COMP
DENT

FOR

ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT

I Hen

Copy

INSP
MTO

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYNJA
OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8 E
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O
sac
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

A-25
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 

FMFPAC-GEM 2100/3 (3/69)CODy P\ OF ::s COP'E''''' 
0101-0,:04-6603 ! _"",,~_ ..;;;;r~' I ~ SECREt 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CRET

MAF I PAC DEDICATED
PEC I CMC DEDICATED

OTTSZYUW RUNLLUA0020 0600435-SSSS--RUZOFIA RUHHFMA RHMMAFA.

ZNY SSSSS
0 0104352 MAR 70
FM CG FIRST MARDIV 105
TO RUEOFIA/CNC
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC X-001)
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
SECRE T//SPECAT//EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGE BUSE/LIGEN

HICKERSON/FROM MAJGEN WHEELER/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY (DELIVER

IMMEDIATELY)
HAMLET 4 SON THING (V) DAILY REPT NO'-3

A. SECNAVINST 1650. ID NAV/MC AWARDS MAN PAR 117.A
INPVT HERROD HAS EARNED SILVER STAR FOR SERVICE 3DMARDIV.

WAS
1.

AWEITING PRESENTATION AT TIME ON INCIDENT. UNODIR PTAN TO

POSTPONE DELIVERY IAW REF A UNTIL AFTER DISP CURRENT CHGS.

2. PA PERS REPT NEWSMEN VISITING LZ ROSS 27 EB70 WELT PLEASED

WITH BACKGROUND BRIEFING OF CO 1/7 SIMILAR REPT RECD FR OL OFF

III MAF CIB.
3. MR. DAVE WARSH, NEWSWEEK, MADE UNSCHEDULED AND UNAUTHORIZED

TRIP 1.2 ROSS 28FEB70, AFTER BE NG ADVISED BY ESCORT THAT

MOVEMENT PRECLUEEE VISIT AT THAT TIME C.O 1/7 MET MR. WARSH AT

LZ ROSS, ADVISED HIM OP. IN PROG DID NOT PERMIT BIEFING, INFORMED

PAGE TWO RUMLLUAD820 SECRET //SPECAT EXCLUSIVE//

HIM OF SCHEDULED PRESS BRIEFING ON INCIDENT AT III MAE CIBLATER

SAME DAY. AND ASKED HIM TO RET TO DANANG HE DID RET AS REQUESTED

CO 1/7 REPT MR. WARSH APPEARED TO UNDERSTEN REASON FOR REQ TO

LEAVE AND HAD NO ILL FEELINGS.
40 GOVT COUNSEL HAVE SPENT LAST TWO DAYS WITH 1/7 INTERVIEWING

WITNS I PREP FOR ART, 32 HEARING. NO DATE SET NOR FORMAL TESTIMONY

TO BEGIN BUT EXPECT W/IN 10 DAYS.
GP-4
BT
0020

PAGE
/

OF / PAGES

COPY 2 OF 3 COPIES
FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69)

SECRET0101-V04-6603

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~EADQUA~RS tt 
, I 

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRO III MAF FORM 5216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE FROM I DATE . x - ORIGINATOR CG f!IRST MAROJV 02 MAR 70 A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION 

SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATElcOI I~OI I - INFORMATION 02035~lZ MAR 10 PY NO ~ F:5 COPIES REC'D S· SIGNATURE 

ROUT! SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) 
'CG DAilY REPT NR ... -. 
DCG 
CIS REMARK· 

DCIS 
DCSPLAN5 

DISPOSITON DEPCOROS 
OSA ICTZ 

SIS [J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G·4 RETENTION 
G·5 

SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 . 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP 
CIS '1: : IYJIJII2.7() ~WIA'k''];. r~;y-

COMP 

EXCLUSIVE DENT 
ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMDT 

FOR INSP r:- ~C, !A-
MTO I / 

NJA 
OPANAL 
O~D 

PMO 

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDT8E 
REPRO 

SJA 
SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 
sac 
Tce ., 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE SICRETt8..J 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

North
EADQUARTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
02 MAR 70X- ORIGINATOR CG FIRST MARDIVA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

C - COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE
COPY NO IOF 3 COPIES REC'D

1- INFORMATION
020330Z MAR 70S- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTION CODEROUTE INITIAL

IN OUT HAMLET 4 SON THANG (v)CG DAILY REPT NR 4
DCG
C/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR_MONTHSS/S

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP

CBrI SMARTO SMARTCIB

EXCLUSIVE

COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT

FOR

Hey
agay

INSP

MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYPOSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8 E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O
S&C
TCC

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE
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FM CG FIRst MARDIV 
TO FWEOFIA/CMC 
INfO RUHHHMA/CG FMFPAC 
RHMMAFAiCA III MAF 
BT 
5 E eRE I/SPECAT/EXCLISIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LIGEN BUSE/LIGEN 
NI CKERSON FR ~1?\JGE N IJ) HEELER/~1l\I~ 1 NE CORPS EYES 0 NL Y / 
<DET I VER Y D UR 1. NG ~JOFU'1AL vJ OR i( I NG HOUR S). 
HAMLET·4 SON THANG (V) DAILY REPT NR 4 
I .. TWO NE\·)SMEN (ONE NEtl)Sv.JEEX ONE AP' lJilLL BE ESCORTED TO 
QUE SON DISTRICT HQ VIA LZ ROSS 2MAR10G NO 1/7 WILL 
PROVIDE SHORT BRIEFING AT LZ ROSSQ NEWSMEN CLAIM PURPOSE 
OF VISIT IS To INY2RVIEW DISTRICT CTIEF CONCERNING RUN 
INVEST SUBJ 1 NCIDENT .. 
2Q TWO OTHER NWSMEN (ONE STARS AND STRIPES ONE NYT) WILL 
VISH QUAI'JG NM~ PROVDJCE HQ AT HOI AN e2 f'1AR70 TO OBTAIN INFO ON 
SAME RVN INVES o 

GP",4 
BT 

0160 

FMFPAC·GEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
0101·V04·6603 

PAGiLOf LPAGE~ 
COpy ~_~.,;~ OF 3 COPIES -

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
LJ-I 

ECRET

MAF-I-PAC DEDICATED
PAC-T-CMC DEDICATED

OTTSZYUW RUMLLUA216 0510338-EEEE--RUEOFIA RUHREMA RHMMAFA.
ZNY SSSSS
0 020330ZMAR 70
FM CG FIRST MARDIV
TO RUEOFIA/CMC
INFO RUHHHMA/CG FMFPAC
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
SECRE T/SPECAT/EXCLISIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN
NICKERSON FR MAJGEN WHEELER/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY/
(DETIVERY DURING NORMAL WORKING HOURS)
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) DAILY REPT NR 4
1. TWO NEWSMEN CONE NEWSWEEK ONE AP) WILL BE ESCORTED TO
QUE SON DISTRICT HQ VIA LZ ROSS 2MAR70. NO 1/7 WILL
PROVIDE SHORT BRIEFING AT LZ ROSS. NEWSMEN CLAIM PURPOSE
OF VISIT IS TO INTERVIEW DISTRICT CTIEF CONCERNING RVN
INVEST SUBJ INCIDENT.
2. TWO OTHER NWSMEN CONE STARS AND STRIPES ONE NYT) WILL
VISIT QUANG NAM PROVINCE HQ AT HOI AN 02 MAR72 TO OBTAIN INFO ON
SAME RVN INVES.
GP-4
BT
2160

PAGE
/

OF / PAGES
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A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
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ROUT! SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT , HAMLET 4 SON! THAiN.G: (V) 
'CG ~ I~Mb .. ·.,; II!.. SPEC I AL REPORT 
DCG '1. :?;!"¥ .y¥ 7?f 
CIS .:::l I <- .4L2 r- REMARK 

DC/5 -
DCSPLANS 

DISPOSITON DEPCOROS 
OSA ICTZ 

SIS "1- '31 ~ r1 c, (J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 
. I 

AFTER ROUTING 0 DESTROY 
G-2 
G-! 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 

G-5 SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP 
CIB '. 

CaMP 
DENT 

~~X~I USIVE ~ ~! . ENGR 
L... '\\ C.;._. . . FOODS 

F"SEO 
HQCMDT 

FOR INSP ~ .",. ,(l--., I 
MTO II 0 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO MARINE CORPS EYES ONL~ POSTAL 

PROTO 
PSYOPS 
ROT8E 
REPRO 

SJA 
SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMEOO 
sac 
TCC 
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DISPOSITONDEPCORDS
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RETAIN FOR MONTHS
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G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ
AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB

COMP

EXCLUSIVE

DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT

FOR
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MTO
NJA

OPANAL
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OTTSZ YUW
ZNY SSSSS
0 0302520 MAR 73 01803
FM CG FIRST MARDIV
TO RTMMAFA/IG III MAF
EI

S R E I/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN NICKERSON FY MA JGEN WHEELEM
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY IMMEDIATE LELIVERY)
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) SPECIAL REPORT
A. DIVO 1613.5
B. MACV iIn 525-3
C. FOR/SA I CORPSO 3040.3A
D. CG III MAF MSG 2713502 FEE 78 (SP:CAT)
E. CG FIRST MARDIV MSG 2712207 (SPECAT)
10 FOLL INFO ANS I O QUESTIONS POSED BY HQMC
2. REF A ESTABLISHES TR NG PROG I O MAKE AL.L. MEMBERS AWARE OF
POLICILS CONCEANING TREATMENT OF CIVILIANS, DENATNESS
AND POWS. REQ DETAILED INST ON PRINCIPLES OF MILITARY NECESSITY
AND HUMANITY PERMITTING USE OF OM N THAI DECREE OF FORCE REQUIRED
AND PROF IBITION AGAINST ANY DEGREE OF VEOLENCE NOT ACTUALLY NFC
ESSARY, EXTRACTS FROM GENEVA COMMENTIONS, TREATMENT OF CIVILIANS
MINIMIZING NONCOMBATANT BATTLE CASUALIXES WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS
10 BE PLACED ON PATIENT AND COMPASSIONATE CONDUCT IN DEAL ING WITH
VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS, AND CURRENT FULLS OF PANGAGEMENT. INST TO

PAGE TWO L C R E I/SPECALY
82 GIVER AS PART OF INITIAL ORIENTATION OF EACH MAN WHO COINS
:) IV AND EVERY TWO MONTHS THEREAFTER. REF is PRESCRIBES MORE DETAIL
ON MINNIEZING NONCOMBATANT BATILE CASUALTUES AND IS 900120 10.00
AND MADE ENDL TO REF A TO PROVIDE ADD MATERIAL FOR INSI: KING
PROVIDES IP INDOS BRIEFINGS WILL BE HELD BEFORE EACH OPERATION 10
INCLUDE LOCATION OF NONCOMBATANIS AND OTHER FRIENDLY FORCES, RUNS
OF ENGAGEMENT, AND OTHER RELATED MATTERS. REV C PROVIDES SUMILAR
GUIDANCE IO THAT CONTAINED IN REF B.
3. THIS SUPPLEMENTS INFO REF D CONCERNING BREEFING SIVEN PVT
HERROD. CO CO"B" MADE FILL STAI TO PATRON Q DIE OK MEM GET
SOME DAMNED GOOKS IONIGHT. LET'S PAY THEM BACK FOR THE KWELFER
AND TODAY. IF YOU SEL ANYTHING MOVING AROUND TONIGHT SHOOT FIRST
AND ASK QUESTIONS LATER . I DON'T WANT ANY MORE CASUALKIS.
UNQUOTE. /PLT SGT OF 2ND PLY 00"6" CALLED PV2 HERRO OVER AFTER
BRIEFING BY CO CDR AND ADVISED HERROD IIIAI CO OFD NOT BEAN TO XC.
ALL KINDS OF PEORLE,3 ONLY ENEMY. ST MEYERS SPECIFICALLY TOLD
HERROD TO MAKE ENEMY CONTACT AND KILL THE ENEMY BUI NOT TO KILL
CIVILIANS. SGT MEYERS FELT This BRIEFING WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE
WORD WAS GOING AROUND PLT THAT PATROL VAS GOXNG OUT TO KDL

PAGE /
OF2 PAGES

COPY / OF 3 COPIES B-2
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ANYIHING THAT MOVE-Do F(;LLO~1H.G THIS SCi) LDh AL:;O t!DVXSEJi PAThOL 
(WI 10 SHOOT CIV JL IA NS o 

4" BRIEF'l[~G Of' CO CO"b" i'lAS ['~OI .IN ACCORD \nTH BN9 1\/.<.81) OR DN 
POLICY OF. ANY EXISTING O!1[,EFiS ON SUS.), oN hEGUU\RLY E.ffJPHt\SIZED hr~··, 
SPECT FOE EI.lES OF E NGAGli.rfiE NT 0 tIS-NOTED HJ hEF E DISCIP tlcr Pd)G 
AGAINST FlhST L1 Af'iBOfiT FOR FALSE OFTICI/-iL STfI.TErfll~iHS" CONTE:1VTS 
OF PATROL Gf'\ lE.Fr{~G (,JILL bE. f.XPLOf.E.Jj IN ? .. hT ~2 HiVES FOh Pr.,IhOL 
~iEJjbE.f>S f.\NlJ iYJA'i PHOVILE APr.. bl~SIS FOR [;ISCH~ ACT AGA1f~ST 1..1 AMbO;':,'L 
G P~Ll 
fiT 

0290 

FMFPAC·GEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
0101-V04-6603 
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SECRET 
A~ 

PAGE THREE RLMLLUA0290 SECR E T/SPECAT/
A NYTHING THAT MOVED. FOLLOWING THIS SED LDR ALSO ADVISED PATROL
NOT I O SHOOT CIVILIANS.
40 BRIEFING OF CO C0" b" WAS NOT IN ACCORD WITH BN, REGT, OR DIV
POLICY OR ANY EXISTING ORDERS ON SISJ. ON REGULARLY EMPHASIZED RE
SPECT FOR RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. AS NOTED IN REF E. DISCIP ACT PEND
AGAINST FIRST LI AMBORT FOR FALSE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS. CONTENTS
OF PATROL BRIEFING WILL BE EXPLORED IN ART 32 INVES FOR PATROL
MEMBERS AND MAY PROVIDE ADD BASIS FOR DISCIP ACT AGAINST L.I AMBORT.
GP-4
BT
0293
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1. TWO MEMBERS OF 1/7 PATROL 26FEB 70 THAI DISCOVERED AND
BURIED BODIES TOOK COLOR PICTURES OF DEAD CIVILIANS AND SURROLNDING
AREA WITH SMALL PERSONAL CAMERAS. FILM WAS CONFISCATED BY CO 1/7
WITH PROMISE THAI PHOT os NOT PERTAINING TO INVES WOULD BE RET TO
OWNERS. FILM 10 BE HAND CARRIED IO SJA FMFPAC 3MAR 70 FOR

DEVELOPING SINCE UNABLE TO ACCOMPLISH IN F.V.N.

2. SEVERAL NEWSMEN VISITED LZ ROSS 2MAR70 AND CUESON DISTRICT
HQ. CO 1/7 GAVE SHORT bACKGROUND BRIEFING. ARRANGEMENTS HAVE
BEEN MADE FOR ONE NEWSWEEK AND ONE AP CORRESPONDENT TO ACCOMPANY
1/7 ON OP COMMENCING 4MAR 70. ESTIMATE FIVE OTHER NEWSMEN WILL

ALSO VISIT LZ ROSS 4MAR7B.
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10 INVES OFF HELD COMF 3MAR70 WITH ALL COUNSEL ASSIG ART 32 AND
SET DATES 120 13 AND 14 MAR 70 TO TAKE SWORN TESTIMONY. WILL
RECORD VERBATIM AND USE INVES REPT AS WAR CRIMES INVES REQ BY
REF As
2. SEVEN NEWSMEN (THREE CBS TWO AP ONE UPI ONE NEW YORKER) BRIEFED
BY SJA 4MAR70 ON LEGAL PROCEDURES INVOLVED PENDING INVES. FOLL
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YOU HAVE ACCOMPl~SHEb' ~OR' YOUR COUNTRY' AND V9UR CORPS' THAT 
SHOULI) BE THE SOURCE' OF GREAT SAT:i:SFAC'tXON ANt) PERSONAL PRIDE 
FOR' YOU A5XY ltS TO: MEt} UNDER YOUR ASYUTE L,EADERSHXP~''fHE 
MARINes OF 1HE :Ul MA~INE:#iiMPHIE\AOUS FORe~: ,At~~0ROU~lp <rEAM, .. 
HAVE CON1!'}qSUTED SUElSl'AN;rZAI.J..,\!'. 10 THE s~ecf-SS, OF t:)UR NA'1,EPN 9 S 
EFFORTS lIN VIE1'I\I~M(I '\fOUR 'fENU~E OF COMMAND HAS BEEN AN ERA OF 
SINGUL.AR ACI-tU:VE.M[NT 0 ' ,'~ARKEO BY 1"t.\Rf.l~~~ON VICTOR'XES ON THE . 
I3ATTl~Fn:l.,ti ANDp1~OG~e:ss,~v~ NA1itON""aUXI...OING ON 13~HALF OF "(1'iE 
GA!..a.,ANT V.ll:E:rNM~E$E PEOPL.E:; YOU, HpNEMEJ EACH {)EMAN" AND , 
CHALLENGE WITH THE SAMEDEC1SIVENES~ ANo VERSAtlLITi THAT HAvt 
aIEEi\!' THE eENe~MARKS ~F VPIJ~ENiitftE fJjA~~!'IE CORPS CARf£E~ci uHE ' 
OFl='lCERS ANp MEN, OF FLEE'r MARi!N~ FORCE~ PACIFIC yOnl ME: IN 
WISH1NG V9lJ GODSPEEo' ~!\lO FUP .. MEASURE OP' H~Au,.'H 'A~Uj' HAPPINESS 
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COMMANDOe: 1H~ Re:NO~~~EO xi!! MJij:fxN€ AMPHlS'E'OUS' ~()ReEtl' I AM 
CONFit)EN'if THAi y~v w'tlL' <cONTINUE' TOPRfJVlfQe: l'Hf.AGG~ESSJJ:VE 
L~AbERSMlfil AND. HEeH SE\!S[' OF ~RPOSE fHAY HAve' CHARAC'fERlZED 
YOUR ~AS·r' o.SSlSGNMEN1S'g· t~E~~OMe:: ~A~K T<) FL1;;ET MARXf'.lE' ~ORCElt· 
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BT
UNCLAS E 0 T/N05060//
CHANGE OF COMMAND
1. FOR LTGEN NICKERSON: AS YOU DEPART VIETNAM, THERE IS MUCH
YOU HAVE ACCOMPLISHED FOR YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR CORPS THAT

SHOULD BE THE SOURCE OF GREAT SATISFACTION AND PERSONAL PRIDE
FOR YOU AS IT IS TO ME, UNDER YOUR ASTUTE LEADERSHIP, THE

MARINES OF THE III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE AIR-GROUND TEAM

HAVE CONTRIBUTED SUBSTANTIALLY TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR NATION'S

EFFORTS IN VIETNAM. YOUR TENURE OF COMMAND HAS BEEN AN ERA OF

SINGULAR ACHIEVEMENT MARKED BY HARD-WON VICTORIES ON THE

BATTLEFIELD AND PROGRESSIVE NATION-BUILDING ON BEHALF OF THE

GALLANT VIETNAMESE PEOPLE. YOU HAVE MET EACH DEMAND AND

CHALLENGE WITH THE SAME DECISIVENESS AND VERSATILITY THAT HAVE
BEEN THE BENCHMARKS OF YOUR ENTIRE MARINE CORPS CAREER. THE

OFFICERS AND MEN OF FLEET MARINE FORCE PACIFIC JOIN ME IN

WISHING YOU GODSPEED AND FULL MEASURE OF HEALTH AND HAPPINESS

PAGE TWO RUHHFMA0421 UNCLAS E F T
THROUGHOUT THE COMING YEARS.
26 FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEONS AS YOU RETURN TO VIETNAM TO ASSUME

COMMAND OF THE RENOWNED III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE, I AM

CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE AGGRESSIVE

LEADERSHIP AND HIGH SENSE OF PURPOSE THAT HAVE CHARACTERIZED
YOUR PAST ASSIGNMENTS. WELCOME RACK TO FLEET MARINE FORCE,

PACIFIC. LTGEN BUSE.
BT
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9 MAR 71(; 
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i 1 e r~AR ,70 
07C0 
"~?120 
e·P3G 
(':900 
lf~3C~ i. 13e 
1133 
120e 
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8REAln'AST ~)nH CC AT QTRS 
MOR Nl NG BR IE FHW 
CALL ON CG FMFPAC 
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CALL ON er NCP{;C 
L U~jCH \'iIT H CG 
DEPART HICKAM AFB FOR ~AUI VIA 117 

PAGE TWO RUHHFMA241G UNCLAS E FlO 
1 .3 :2 5 Ali R I V E ~1 A U1 (HIH~ A ) 
j63e DEPART MAUl (HANA) 
1710 ARRIVE HICMM II.FB 
lf02 DEPART HICKAtl'J AFB VIA i{C 130 (DINtJER ON A/C; 
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9 MAR 70

ARR HICKAM AFB BY KC-130 - RON CG 'S QTRS2145
12 MAR 70

BREAKFAST WITH CC AT QTRS2763
MORNING BRIEFING2209
CALL ON CG FMFPAC0P30
DEBRIEF (CMD CTR CONF RM)0900
DEBRIEF CINCPAC (CINCPAC EXEC CONF RM)1932-1130
CALL ON CINCPAC1133
LUNCH WITH CG1200
DEPART HICKAM AFB FOR MAUI VIA 1171245

PAGE TWO RUHKFMA241 UNCLAS E E 0
ARRIVE MAUI (HANA)1325
DEPART MAUI (HANA)1630
ARRIVE HICKAM AFB1710
DEPART HICKAM AFB VIA KC 130 (DINNER ON A/C)1802
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ARRIVE ANDREWS AFB1400

2. ABOVE ITINERARY CAN BE MODIFIED IF YOU SO DESIRE. PLEASE ADVISE
3. HAVE MADE MY KC 132 AVAILABLE FOR YOUR ENTIRE TRIP.
WARM REGARDS.
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'1 0 1i)~1".51Z ZYH Z"-l . ,/:...\..\\'1_tJ~8!~./.9 . . ,It C ",(}RSI MAW ""/ "lr' 

TO'C 6'IIIMAF ~~ RfC£!VEa 1 
~"b NFl DEN r I A L - ,~ M4Jl J?,itJl 
PERS~AL FROM BGi::N SPANJci.R IO L1 G!.N rnCKC::RSOiv ~ .!9Jo '11, 

HELle (P IE R CONI R<L ' ~\ 
... A. C G 111 MAF 1U4i!J551Z N~dt 1~ I ~. ,~ 

a. CG III MAr ~2.1538Z MAlt 7b ~>" \'{G~ 
C. ADMIN Fi\]AW 26kJG;J5Z Ft.B 701a-fl-rt"~/ 
1. (U) HE.LO C OOIRa.. Rl:.1'r;Rt:D co IN HiI' A IS It MAIIJ.:.R OF Sll~Ct.Ri:.. ..-~--~/ 
PERSON AL AN D PROI'I'}!;SSl 0i~Al. CONe!!. RN 10 MYSELF f.! ND Mi!.M&:HS OF 'f HE ' 
C£NE RAL STAFF. 
2. (C) DUE TOT &. TiMPORA RY A BScNCC: OF (k tv THRASH 1 HAVi DIRe. cn:n 
A THOROUGH INVESTlGAlIOO Bi CONDUCTiO INTO 'IHt:; HcLICOPTc.R CONTRa.. 
OORIN G THE CHAN (£ OF C lJtlMAND FOR ADM DILLON. SPl!.CIFICALLY I Hl.\V~ 
ASKED F OR WRITTEN STAIEMENIS F'R~ CAPT MCINTOSH (FMAW G-3 Rt..PRr..-
SENTATIVI:;) WHO WAS LOCAl1!:D Ar 'IHE PARKING AREA, M~J Ni!.BE.L (OlC . 
MATCU-Ga, MAG-IG) WHO WAS L(X;ATI!:D riT TH!:. PICKUP ARiI-l, (LZ'-58), r}{l.:.. 
PILOT iF THt!: H-46 PARKf!;D IN. LZ-58 Arm L1 Cl.ARK IHi:. PILOI OF THE.: . 
lli-1E. LT CLARK HAD &li:N Wf.!lI Ii~G ~I l.Z 23 AND HAD &iN CALLiD INT 0 '. 
lZ 58 BY All"! Dll.LONS AIDa:. fO PICK UP 'IJil!; ADIVJlRALS PJ:::xSONAL GUiSr 
BGt!:N MORRISON USA. rHt:IR SIAli::Mt!.N'IS AND THe IMMi!:DIAli ACfION lAKiN 
WILL BE AVAILAa£ 10 GEW rH~SH UPON HIS &.TURN FIRDAY 6 MArlCH. 
3. (U) FUTURli: PROCEDURES FOk FMAW CEitiMONIJ-IL SUPPORI WILL H1CLUDi . 
A REQUlREMEtH FOft kLL VIP HELO PILOrSl'O APPROACH THh:'Ll FliOM AN 
INII1Al. POL~1 FHCt1 1 IO 3 MIL.£S DIS'fANT, CONSISIt.NI WITH LZ LOCATION, 
FRQ'l WHICH LNITltiL. RAIHO.CONlt-\CT WILL & MAD!:. AND LAi'JDING INSTRUCIIONS 
PASSED. FOR PROP!.R D£PAlUURE SEQU£NCING LI~ISON WILl... &. .t.FFiCIiD ~~lIH 
III '''AF OR HOST i1IH PHorooa.. FOR RANK PR:;CED('I~CC: t~)l~D ON"SCJ:.I~~ ASSISfAN£ 
FOR VIP D£PARfUR/iS. ADDIIIONALLY, A MOR;;. VIGOROUS PROGRAM wILL &. 
CONDucrJ::D TO INSURE I'I'lAW ID!:LICOPIl:.R PILOT'S ti.RJ:. IHOROUGHLY ffiILF'l!.D ON 
1HE HIGH CAL.I&R (F PeRFORMANC~ Rl.!.QUIRt.D DURING fiLMGlVIP {1USSlOOS. 
4. (U) tHi ACIIOl~ tHAI IS CONSIDE.1lliD AiJ ABSa..UIl!. Nr..C~SSIIYHI 
PRo/IDING fHE $AF~ AND OkD~Ji.Y CONl'ROL OF Ht:LICOPTt!:RS FOR .:.V1i.NIS 
SUCH AS THIS, IS TIMELY AND D!:.TAIl.ED PLANNII~G RliQUIRi.D BY ALl.. uwns 
INVOLV1i:D. SUCH PLANNING WAS ACCQ'tlPLISHiD FOR THJ:. 3Ru ftlARINl!. DIVISION 
l£Di:J>LOYMEiH CERl::C'1 QiY At~D r HI;;. VISIT BY MR. PACKARD (ASSr SEC DliF'), -
lHE CHRISTMAS BOB H(Pi SHON. IHt:. PLANrHI~G, BY Mi!.MBi.RS OF YOUR STAFF 
AND THIS Ca'4MAND, FOR IHG FORrHCOMl(~G III MAl" CHAN~ OF CC11MAND _ 
IS C CN SIDE Rt:: D AN 01 HE. R t;Xi1M F1..I!; OF r HI S. T HIS PL{H~ IS Ri!:FL~Cr c.D IN 
fEr BAND C. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMl!:I~T THAT CAi~ &. ACCQMPLISHiD 
WUCH IS CLEAfLY SIAIl::D IN PARA 1 OF Ri!:F .13, IS THL:: CLOSli. COORDINATION 
ffiQUIR£D BETw.li.tN THE PROIa:; a.. SECTHl~ Ai~D IHi!. klR TRAFFIC Co.'.JTRCLLER 
F OR THE REC ALL (Ii' HEL Ie OPfl:: RS. 
(P-4 
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051031Z ZYN ZFF I

COFIRST MAW

RECEIVED
TO CG*111 MAF
ZEM
CONFIDENTIAL
PERSOVAL F ROM BGEN SPANJER TO LT GEN NICKERSON

1970
HELIC OP TE R C ONTRAL
A. CG III MAF x 41055 12 MAR 70
B.CG III MAF 021538Z MAR 76
C. ADMIN FMAW 2806352 FEB 70
1. (U) HELO CQVIRA REFERED 10 IN REF A IS A MATTER OF SINCERE
PERSONAL AND PROFFESSIONAL C ONCERN TO MYSELF AND MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL STAFF .
2. (C) DUE TO THE TEMPORARY ABSENCE OF GEN THRASH I HAVE DIRECTED
A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION BE CONDUCTED INTO THE HELICOPTER CONTROL
DURING THE CHANGE OF C OMMAND FOR ADM DILLON. SPECIFICALLY I HAVE
ASKED FOR WRITTEN STATEMENTS FROM CAPT MCINTOSH (FMAW G-3 REPRE-
SENTATIVE) WHO WAS LOCATED AI THE PARKING AREA, MAJ NE BEL (OIC
MATCU-68, MAG-16) WHO WAS LOCATED AT THE PICKUP ARCA, (LZ-58), THE
PIL OT OF THE H-46 PARKED IN LZ-58 AND LT CLARK THE PILOI OF THE
UH-IE. LT CLARK HAD BEEN WAITING AT LZ 23 AND HAD BEEN CALLED INT 0
LZ 58 BY A DM DILLONS AIDE TO PICK UP THE ADMIRALS PERSONAL GUEST
BGEN MORRISON USA. THEIR STATEMENTS AND THE IMMEDIATE ACI ION TAKEN
WILL BE AVAILABLE TO GEN THRASH UPON HIS RET URN FIRDAY 6 MARCH.
3. (U) FUTURE PROCEDURES OK FMAW CEREMONIAL SUPPORT WILL INCLUDE
REQUIREMENT FOR ALL VIP HEL O PILOTS TO APPROACH THE LZ FROM ANA

INITIAL POINT FROM 1 I 0 3 MILES DISTANT, CONSISTENT WITH LZ LOCATION,
FROM WHICH INITIAL RADIO C ONT ACT WILL BE MADE AND LANDING INSTRUCTIONS
PASSED. FOR PROPER DE PART URE SEQUENCING LIAISON WILL BE EFFECTED WITH
III MAF OR HOST UNIT PROT CC L FOR RANK PRECEDENCE AND ON-SCENE ASSISTANE
FOR VIP DEPARTURES. ADDITIONALLY, A M OR... VIGOROUS PROGRAM WILL Bc
CONDUCTED TO INSURE FMAW HEL IC OPTER PIL OT'S ARC THOROUGHLY BRILFED ON
THE HIGH CALIBER OF PERFORMANCE REQUIRED DURING FLAG/VIP MISSI ONS.
4. (U) THE ACTION THAT IS CONSIDERED AN ABSQLUTE NeCeSSITY IN
PROVIDING THE SAFE AND ORDERLY CONTROL OF HELICOPTERS FOR EVENTS
SUCH AS THIS, IS TIMELY AND DETAILED PLANNING REQUIRED BY ALL UNITS
INVOLVED. SUCH PLANNING WAS ACCOMPLISHED FOR THE 3RD MARINE DIVISION
REDEPLOYMENT CEREMONY AND THE VISIT BY MR. PACKARD (ASST SEC DEF),
THE CHRISTMAS B OB HOPE SHOW. THE PLANNING, BY MEMBERS OF YOUR STAFF
AND THIS C OMMAN D, OR THE FORT HC OMING III MAF CHANGE OF COMMAND
IS OV SIDERED AN OTHER EXAMPLE OF THIS. THIS PLAN IS REFLECTED IN
REF B ANDC. THE M OST SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT THAT CAN Bc ACCOMPLISHED
WHICH IS CLEARLY STATED IN PARA 7 OF REF B, IS THE CLOSE C OORDINAT I ON
REQUIRED BETWEEN THE PRO 0C 1 SECTION AND THE AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER
FOR THE RECALL OF HELIC OPTERS.
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o 050859l ZYH ZFF-6 ZFF-.3 
F M t'l G T OWN SEN D C (F S MACV SA 1 GON V lEI NAM 
TO (£N BROWN CDR 7T H AI' I AN S Q.\J NHill V lET NAM 
1..I G M ILDREN DC G USA R-J L 00 G Bl NH V lET NAM 
llG COLLINS C G 1 FFOIJ::EV NHA TRANG VIETNAM 

-d,.TG NICKERSOO CG III MAl' DA NANG VIETNAM 
VA OM Z (iij WALt C Q'IlN AVF OrN _ SA 1 GON V lET NAM 
UG EWELL CG II FFOfCEV· LONG SINH VIETNAM 
MG MC C OWN C G DMAC C AN I H 0 V IiI NAM 
COL HEALY C 0 5SF G WHA T RAN G V lET NAM 
INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI VIETNAM 
ZEM 
CON F I DE NIl A L MAC 2922 E YES ONLY 
SUB.ECT: MARCH C G1MANDER'S WIEU (U) 
1. (C) I HE MA B:;H C (tIlMAN DE R '5 W IE U IN ILL BE HELD 
SATURDAY 14 MA~H 1970, C QVlMENCIN G 109100 HOURS. ALL 
ADD~SSEES ARE INV IlED. 
2. (U) C (lIlUSMACV BE QUE S1 S THAT T HE DE PC GRDS OF THE 
CIZ'S ALSO ATTEND THE WIEU • 
.3. (U) C (l'IlMAN DE RS AN D DEPC ORDS A HE I NV II ED TO L UNCHE ON 
IEIN GHOST ED BY C aq USIiJACV. 
4. (C) SESSlOO S EXPECTED r 0 TERMINATE ON OR ABOUT 15310 

HOURS, 14MARCH1971Zi. 
5. (C) RSVP REPEAT RSVP MACV .31044, 495.8, OR 3151 NLT 
12 NAir; H 1970. 
&. (U) DECLASSIFY EFFECTIVE 15 MARCH 19710. 

SSO N·OTE: DEL IVE R DURIN G DUT Y HOURS 

. 1 210 COp·y g OF If COPIES 
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0 05085 9Z ZYH ZFF --6 ZFF-3
FMMG TOWN SEND C OF S MACV SAIGON VIETNAM
TO GEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF TAN SQV NHUT VIETNAM
LIG MILDREN DC G USARV LONG BINH VIETNAM
LIG CCOLLINS CG I FF ORCEV NHA TRANG VIETNAM
LTG NICKERS CG III MAF DA NANG VIETNAM
VA DM ZUMWALT C OMNAVF ORV SAIGON VIETNAM
LIG EWELL CG II FFORCEV LONG BINH VIETNAM
MG MC C OWN CG DMAC CAN THO VIETNAM
COL HEALY C 0 5SF G NHA TRANG VIETNAM
INFOLTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI VIETNAM
ZEM
ONF I D E N T I A L MAC 2922 EYES ONLYC

SUBJECT: MARCH C OMMANDER'S WIEU (U)
1. (C) THE MARCH COMMANDER'S WIEU WILL BE HELD
SATURDAY 14 MARCH 1970, C COMMENCING 0900 HOURS. ALL
ADDRESSEES ARE INVIIED.

RECEIVED2. (U) C Q1USMACV RE QUE ST S THAT THE DEPC ORDS OF THE
CTZ 'S ALSO ATTEND THE WIEU. 5 MAR P.M.
3. (U) COMMANDERS AND DEPC ORDS ARE INVITED TO LUNCHE ON

1970BEING HOSTED BY C OM USMACV.
4. (C) SESSIONS EXPECTED TO TERMINATE ON OR ABOUT 1530
HOURS, 14 MARCH 1970.
5. (C) RSVP REPEAT RSVP MACV 3044, 4958, OR 3151 NLT
12 MARCH 1970.
6. (U) DECLASSIFY EFFECTIVE 15 MARCH 1970.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
210

COPY 2 OF 4 COPIES
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-e 
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-O"'~Slt19Z ZYK Z,,-f Z"-4 
nt B G AI. BE RT K SMII H JRAC ars Jl MACIJ SAl GON V u.r NAPI 

, TO BG L J DULACK I C \JiS III MAF DA NANG VIET NHP1 
ZAN 
lftCI..AS i FlO MAC ~924e: YES 'ONL Y 
SUS.,ECI: CIIAIIOO FOR AWARD 10 LtG NICKr.RSON 
F OLL alliIN a IS TEXT QIf C IT AI I Q'tj FOR I4WA RD OF I Hll. 
GOLD STAR IN1.IiU CF SECtlJD DSM TO LIG NICKeRSON: 

"THE PR£SIDiNI ,IF l'Ht.: UfHr~D SIAIl!.S TBK.:.S 
-- Pl..EASURE IN P l$SJ!.:iH Il~ G A GC1.D 51 A R It~ L Iii U OF T H£ 

SEC WD DISIIN GUISHc.D SL!.RVIC£ MiDAL TO Llt:.UH .. NAIU 
(EN E RAL HE ~Ji.h~ rHC KE-l1S n~, JR., UN IT i D sr A.! c. S 
MARINi C OflP S, _ FOR SE RV ICi AS SiiI F ORr H I I~ T Hi 
FOLLOWING C-rIA,£IW:FOR It:XCEPIIO[~ALLY Mt:.RlTIORIOUS 
SEfMICi 10 IHli; GOJERNMt,;tH Or IHt.: UNIIt.D SIATl:.S IN 
A DUTY '(Ji GRt::Al RESPONSIBILIty AS COMl"j;-\NDHJG Q;.NJ:.RAL, 
lIi MARINE AMPHiBIOUS FORCE/Sl!.CUOR ADVISOR, 1 CORPS 
TAC TICAL Z I':W.I!., AN D I CORPS C OORDINAT OR F OR UNIT t.:D 
STATES AND FREE WOILD !'1D..ItARY ASSISfAblCr. FORCiS 
FRiXrl 27 MAtcH 196910 9l\jARCH 1970. THROUGHOUT THIS 
PERIOD, Ll~UI1i.NANI GENi£l1AL NICKERSOlv Pi::RrORMc.D HIS 

, MYRIAD AND DJ:.MAI~DING DUTIJ:.S WITH SUPERB LEADJ.i.RSHIP 
AN D EXCEPT 1 QIJ~L P RCFESSI CWAL ISM. DISPLAYIN G 
lMCCt4!'100 SKILL, COURAGI!;, Ar~D FIGHTING SPIRIT, Hi!. LED 
THE III MARINi:. kfllPHIBIOUS F' ORC1!:, A C 01MAivD C())PRISED 
Qi' SQ'1E 15f(J,~00 UNHED SfAT.;.S ARMY, NAVY, kl~D MARINC; 
CORPS P£RSIl\lNJl.L, IN H RELtNTLtSS PURSUn OF CQ'I'lMUfVlSI 
AGGRESSOR FO~c.S, .INFLICIING SiViRE LOSSES ON INti. 
ENEMY AND CAPTURING ClIER 17.lt'J~0 WEI4POrJS ArW TOiVS OF 
ENEM Y MUN ITI W S, SUPPL liS, AND F OODSI UFFS. t:.MPL OYIN G 

I EXCEPT I 00 AI.. l' AC T AN D DIPL QV)RC Y, 1..11=: ur t.: NAN! G!. Nt RAL 
NICK£RS(N WAS UNIQUELY SUCCESSFUL. IN Ma..DI,~G IHt. 

I FOf£ES IF IHti UNIIED STAleS AND F&E WORLD fIllLlIAI1Y 
ASSISTANCE F 09:ES INT 0 A PONERFUL C(lIJ8AT ~NrnY. 
HIS CQIICEm AND CQ'tPASSICl'J FOR lHi P!:.OPLi OF VliTNI1M 
i£CAMI£ THE DRIVIi\1 G F 0R:ii. B£HIND'THi HIGHLY SUCC~SSFUl. 
CIVIC ACIIGJ PROGRAMS CONDUCT.:.D BY ALLlc.D FORCiS 
1HROUGtOUJ I CORPS TACTICAL ZONI::. AS SEraOR ADVISOR, 
HE ALSO C a~TRIBun.D SlGNIFICI1NILY [0 ftit. DR~MArIC 
IMPROJEMiNT INrH£ C Q\1BAI CI1PABll.IIIcS OF Ri!.PUBLIC OF' 
VIETNN'lA~ED FORCiS. LIiUTt.NANI CENt.RAI.. NICKl!..RSOi~ 's 
EXEMPI..ARY PERF·OR'flANC£, WSW£RVING Di:.VOIION TO DUTY. 
AND ourSIANDlrJG ACCCI'lPLISHfV1ENIS R£.FLECTi!.D Gft;:.AT 
CREDIT UPOO Hli"'lSELF AND WE~ IN KiEPING WITH Itw: 
HIGHEST lAADlIIQ~S CF l'H1i MARINt:CORPS AND lHi UiHIiD 
STA n:s NAV HI.. SE RV ICE.. If F' OR I Hi P f-Q:.,S i Dr!. NT , 
.J)HN H. CHAFEE, SEC REt AfiY CF HiE NAVY. 

SSQ NOli.a Dt.LIViR DURIN G DUlY KOORS ~'. , 

700 eLi.' ~ 0 f f cOP I [S 

DECLASSIFIED 

.~ 
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0 050 91 92 ZYH ZFF -1 ZFF-4
FM B G AL BE RT H SMITH JR AC OF S J1 MACV SAlGON VIETNAM
TO BG 1 J DULACK I C OFS III MAF DA NANG VIETNAM
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 MAC 2924 cYES ONLY
SUBJECT: CITATION FOR AWARD TO LTG NICKERSON
FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF CITATION FOR AWARD OF THe
GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF SEC OND DSM TO LTG NICKERSON:

"THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TAKES
PLEASURE IN PRESENTING A GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF THE
SEC aND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL TO LIEUTENANT
GENERAL HERMAN NICKERSON, JR., UNITED STATES
MARINE C ORP S, FOR SERVICE AS SET FORTH IN THE
FOLLOWING CITATION: FOR EXCEPTIONALLY LRITIORIOUS
SERVICE TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES IN
A DUTY OF GREAT RESPONSIBILITY AS COMMANDING GENERAL,
III MARINE AMPHISIOUS FORCE/SENIOR ADVISOR, I CORPS
TACTICAL ZONE, AND I ORPS C OORDINAT OR FOR UNITED
STATES AND F REE WORLD MILITARY ASSISTANCE FORCES
FROM 27 MARCH 1969 TO MARCH 1970. THROUGH OUT THIS
PERIOD, LIEUTENANT GENERAL NIC KE RSON PERFORMED HIS
MY RIAD AND DeMANDING DUTIES WITH SUPERB LEADERSHIP
AND EXCEPTIONAL PROFESSIONALISM DISPLAYING
UNC OMM ON SKILL, C OURA GE, AND FIGHTING SPIRIT, HE LED
THE III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS F ORCE, A COMMAND COMPRISED
OF SOME 150,000 UNITED STATES ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE
CORPS PERSONNEL, IN A RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF COMMUNIST
AGGRESSOR F ORCES, INFLICTING SEVERE LOSSES ON THE
ENEMY AND CAPTURIN G OVER 17,000 WEAPONS AND TONS OF
ENEMY MUNITIONS, SUPPLIES, AND FOODST UFFS. EMPLOYING
EXCEPTIONAL TACT AND DIPLOMACY, LIEUTENANT GENERAL
NICKERSON WAS UNIQUELY SUCCESSFUL IN MOLDING THE
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES AND FREE WORLD MILITARY
ASSISTANCE F ORCES INTO A POWERFUL C OM BAT ENTITY.
HIS CONC E RN AND COMPASSION FOR THE PLOPLE OF VIETNAM
BEC AME THE DRIVING F ORCE BEHIND THE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL
CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMS CONDUCTED BY ALLIED FORCES
THROUGH OUT I C ORPS TACTICA ZONE. AS SENIOR ADVISOR,
HE ALSO C UNTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY 10 THE DRAMATIC
IMP ROVEMENT IN THE COMBAT CAPABILITIES OF REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM ARMED FORCES. LIEUTENANT GENERAL NICKERSON 'S
EXEMPLARY PERFORMANCE, UN SWERVING DEVOTION TO DUTY,
AND OUTSTANDING ACC OMPLISHMENTS REFLECTED GREAT
CREDIT UP ON HIMSELF AND WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE
HI GHEST TRADITIONS OF THE MARINE C ORPS AND THE UNITED
STATES NAVAL SERVICE. " F OR THE PRESIDENT,
JOHN H. CHAFEE, SEC RETARY OF THE NAVY.
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F M BG SM I TH AC CF S Jl MACV SA I GOI'J 
TO LI G .lAlS C G XX-IV, CORPS PH U BAl 
INFO SG DULACKI CIS III MAF DANANG 
ZEM ' 
UNCLAS EFT 0 ("lAC 2932 EYE S ONL Y 
1. QUOTED BELOtJ IS GENERAL ORDERS WHICH WILL TRANSFER 
C QYlMAN D CF I eTZ AN D DUT IES OF SE NI OR US ADVIS OR TO C G 
I e ORP S F'RQI1 III MAF T 0 XX IV e ORPS: 

"G.:NERAL ORDERS [IJU'1JE£R 1190 DATED 6 MARCH 1970. EFFECTIVE 
Ji:i TE 9 M A R:;H 1 970. , 
U\JDER THE PRaJISlOOS OF UNITED STAT£S frJILITARY ASSISTANCE 
C Q\1MAN D V IEINAM DIRECT lVE 10-11. 
F OLL Oi/IN G AC TI ON S DlREC TED. 
C CA'1MAN DIN G GENE HAL, U'IJ II ED ST AT ES XXI V CORPS 

ASSUMES oPE RAT 1 (l\JAL corn Ro. OF THOSE UNIT ED STATES ARMED 
F OR:: ES IN I e ORPS TACT ICAL Z ONr.: DESI GNAT ED BY COMMA NDE R 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE ccr1~1AND VIETNAM. 
ASSlJII'lES DUTIES CF S£NIOR uNlrED STATES ADVISOR TO 
C (lilMAN DIN G (i!;NE RAL, I CORPS. 

~--- ASSUMES DUTIES IF ZONi!: C OORDlNATOR FOR US FORCES IN I 
'~ CORPS T AC TICAL Z oor;-

UNITED STATES III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORet: 
OPERAIIQ'JAL C ONIRa.. TRANSFERRED FROM C(JI]MANDER UNIT1W 
STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE C Ql'JMAND VIlUNAM TO COMMANDING 
GENE RAL, liN HE D S1 AT is XX IV CORPS.' 
ASSIGNED TO: FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC. 

UNIT~D STATES AR\1Y ADVISORY GROUP, I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE 
(USAA G, I C TZ) 

CPERAIIONAL can RU. I RArJSFERRED FROM COMMANDING ~NERAL, 
UNITED STATES III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE TO COMMANDIN G ' 
CENERAL, UN lIED STATES XXIV CORPS. _ 
ASSIGJED TO: HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY 

ASSISTANCE C,Qi'JMAND V lET NAM. n 

; 

~~ 

2. WARM REGARDS. 
"", ;'''.-. ,r' \ .. _.. ' ! -.' 
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00510362 ZYH ZFF-3 ZFF-6
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TO LIG ZAIS C G XXIV C ORPS PHU BAI
INFO BG DULACK I C/S III MAF DANANG
ZEM
UNCLAS E F T 0 MAC 2932 EYES ONLY
1. QUOTED BEL OW IS GENERAL ORDERS WHICH WILL TRANSFER
COMMAND OF I CTZ AND DUTIES OF SENIOR us ADVISOR TO CG
I C ORPS FROM III MAF OXXIV C ORPS:

"GENERAL ORDERS N UMBER 1190 DATED 6 MARCH 1970. EFFECTIVE
DATE 9 MARCH 1970.
UN DE R THE PROVISIONS OF UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE
COMMAND VIETNAM DIRECTIVE 10-11.
FOLLOWING ACTIONS DIRECTED.
COMMANDING GENERAL, UNITED STATES XXIV CORPS

ASSUMES OPERATIONAL C ONT R L OF THOSE UNITED STATES ARMED
F ORCES IN I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE DESIGNATED BY COMMANDER

RECEIVEDUNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND VIETNAM.
5 MAR P.M.ASSUMES DUTIES OF SENIOR UNITED STATES ADVISOR TO

COMMANDING GENERAL, I C ORPS.
1970ASSUMES DUTIES OF ZONE C OORDINAT OR FOR US FORCES IN I

CORPS TACTICAL ZONE.
UNITED STATES III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

OPERATIONAL C ONTRAL TRANSFERRED FROM COMMANDER UNITED
STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE C OMMAND VIETNAM TO COMMANDING
GENERAL, UNITED STATES XX IV CORPS.
ASSIGNED TO: FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC.

UNITED STATES ARMY ADVISORY GROUP, I C ORPS TACTICAL ZONE
(USAAG, I CTZ)

OPERATIONAL C ONT R A TRANSFERRED FROM COMMANDING GENERAL,
UNITED STATES III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE TO COMMANDING
GENERAL, UNITED STATES XXIV C ORPS.
ASSIGNED TO: HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY

ASSISTANCE C.OMMAND VIETNAM."
2. WARM RE GARDS.
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HAMLET -4 SOiv TRANG <V) DAIL Y REP! NO 7 
10 FOLL ACT TAl{EN RESULT CBS NE\;jS RELEASE 4MtlR70 1,IHICH INDICATED 
OFFICIAL ACCT STATES SIXTEEN CIVILIANS KILLED 8Y MARI~iS WITH 

,.KNIVES AND \~ERE THEREBY DECAP!Tl\n.D AND DISf~E[~B£REDo 
J~~ STATEMENTS WERE REVIEWEDb INDICATE DEATH OF ALL CIVILIANS 
riESuLT GU1\!FIRE" NO I NDIC1.\T I ON OF USE BAYONETS rn iUnVr~S., SOriS 
MUTILATION AND DISMEMBERMENT OF BODIES DID ttt'~ULT F'RGN GtHJFIRE 

J3EC/\ USE OF SHORT R II NGE 0 0 tliL Y OFn CI i'lL US 51' P,T Ei~E NT orJ SU 9,J TO 
"I~E~JSj1EN INDICfHED ALLEGATIC't\S ACAINsr ACCUSED HJVOLVED DEATH 

RESULT S~ALL ARMS FIREo 
. BG 5~iAR70 SENT SJA AND PAD TO DISCUSS RVN Ii~VEST1GI-'l'1I ON 

PACE TWO RUMLLUA e65f SEC REI IISPECAl MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYI! 
~lnH tiS ADVISERS AT QUE SON DISTR!CT AND QUANG NAtiJ PROVI\IlCE 0 

REeD '~SSURANCE NO RVN SPOXESf1Al'I! H!-\S t1ADE ANY RELEASe ON INCIDENT 
AND HAVE NO PLANS TO DO SOo DISTRiCT ADVISER DID KNOH OF RUt110RS 
Al"1ONG VIETN~\I~ESE THAT DEATHS HAD BEEN CAUSED l3Y }(NXVESo' SIMILAR 
REPl REeD FROM VIETNAMESE WOMAK BY 1/7 PATROL 2mFEB7~ THAT 
DISCOVERED BODIESo 
2" CBS NE~/srEAM HEADED BY TOt'lY SI\.HGENT ~lt\DE TRI? TO SU 8 .. 1 HM1LET 
51'iJAR10 \~ IT H HI' ESCORT" NO ADVA NeE KNOi;JLEDGE OF TR If> G! VE N 'f0 us 
[lIL OFFICIALSo DEP PROVI NeE CHIEF AUTH TRXP AND RF' ESCORT" US . 
DISTRICT ADVISER DISCOVEREC CREW Oh REI TO QUE SON DIS1 HQ AND 
INTERVIE\~ED NE\~SME N eN RESULTS OF TR IP 0 ADVISER REPORTS THEY 
lOOK PICTURES OF VILLAGE 9 GRAVES OF SIXTEEN CIVILIANS o Atl:D OF' 
LOCAL RESIDEi~TS BUR N! NG I NCE r~SE ON GRAVES 0 Tr1 TAL KED TO VILLAGE 
AND HAt~Ltl CHIEFSo ADVISER DOUBTS THAT ChIEF'S PROVI !JED f.I NY 
SIGNIF'ICA~r INFO ON INCIDEI\iT o THERE IS GOOD POSSIBILITY., HCl:lEVEHo 
THAT LOCAL RESIDENTS TOLD GORY STORY OF DEATHS EVEN THOUGH Not~E 
t~ERE \vI'fN TO ACTUAL INCIDENTo 
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LIGEN BUSE//LTGEN NICKERSON FR MAJGEN WHEELER/MARINE CORPS EYES
ONLY (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
HAMLET 4 SON TRANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 7
1. FOLL ACI TAKEN RESULT CBS NEWS RELEASE AMARTO WHICH INDICATED
OFFICIAL ACCT STATES SIXTEEN CIVILIANS KILLED BY MARINES WITH
KNIVES AND WERE THEREBY DECAPITATED AND DISMEMBERED.
"An STATEMENTS WERE REVIEWED. INDICATE DEATH OF ALL CIVILIANS
RESULT GUNFIRE, NO INDICATION OF USE BAYONETS OR KNIVES. SOME
MUTILATION AND DISMEMBERMENT OF BODIES DID RESULT FROM GUNFIRE
BECAUSE OF SHORT RANGE. ONLY OFFICIAL US STATEMENT ON SUBJ TO
NEWSMEN INDICATED ALLEGATIONS AGAINST ACCUSED INVOLVED DEATH
RESULT SMALL ARMS FIRE.
B. SMAR70 SENT SJA AND PAO TO DISCUSS RVN INVESTIGATION

PAGE TWO RUMLLUA 0658 S E C R I !/SPECAT MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYA?
WITH US ADVISERS AI QUE SON DISTRICT AND QUANG NAM PROVINCE.
RECD ASSURANCE NO RVN SPOKESMAN HAS MADE ANY RELEASE ON INCIDENT
AND HAVE NO PLANS TO DO so. DISTRICT ADVISER DID KNOW OF RUMORS
AMONG VIETNAMESE THAT DEATHS HAD BEEN CAUSED BY KNIVES. SIMILAR
REPT RECD FROM VIETNAMESE WOMAN BY 1/7 PATROL 20FEB70 THAT
DISCOVERED BODIES.
2. CBS NEWSTEAM HEADED BY TONY SARGENT MADE TRIP TO SUBJ HAMLET
5MAR70 WITH RF ESCORT. NO ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OF TRIP GIVEN TO US
MIL OFFICIALS. DEP PROVINCE CHIEF AUTH TRIP AND RF ESCORT. US
DISTRICT ADVISER DISCOVERED CREW ON RET TO QUE SON DIST HQ AND
INTERVIEWED NEWSMEN ON RESULTS OF TRIP. ADVISER REPORTS THEY
TOOK PICTURES OF VILLAGE, GRAVES OF SIXTEEN CIVILIANS, AND OF
LOCAL RESIDENTS BURNING INCENSE ON GRAVES. TM TALKED TO VILLAGE
AND HAMLET CHIEFS. ADVISER DOUBTS THAT CHIEFS PROVIDED ANY
SIGNIFICANT INFO ON INCIDENT. THERE IS GOOD POSSIBILITY, HOWEVER,
THAT LOCAL RESIDENTS TOLD GORY STORY OF DEATHS EVEN THOUGH NONE
WERE WITN TO ACTUAL INCIDENT.
GP-4
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1970SECTION ONE OF SIX
SUBJ: ORCE PLANNING (U)

REF : A. MAC 1285/2803332 JAN 70
B. MAC 2439/2211496 Fab 70 (NOIAL)

161/18C. MAC 805/241.592 FLB 7w (N OT AL)

1. REFERENCES SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS:
A. REF A IS NACV ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION IN VIETWAM AS OF

3 JAN 7w.
3. REF a IS MACV INTELLIGENCz ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION

IN CAMBODIA AND IIS EFFECTS ON SOUTH VIETNAM.
C. REF C IS MACV CODEWORD INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT OF THE

NVA CRAS LOGISTICS CAMPAIGN THROUGH LAOS.
2. IN VIEW OF THE DEVEL OPING SITUATION IN SOUTHLAST ASI If

APPEARS PRUDENT 10 PROVIDE CINCPHC AND THL CJCS THE NEXI MACV
ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION ABOUT MID-MARCH. The ASSESSMENT
UPDATE WHICH FALOS IS BASED on THE SITUATION TO-Date AND
HIGHLIGHTS THE CHANGES WHICH HAV OCCURED SINCE THE 28 JAN
ASSESSMENT, REF A. REQUEST YOUR C OMBERIS ON THe FOLLOWING BY
8 MAR 70. UP DATE INFORMATION ON RV NAF PERFORMANCE AND
STATUS OF IF I C A T I ON IS PART ICULARLY ReQUESTED TO OFFSET
LAG TIME IN MACV. REPORTS.

THIS MESSAGE IS IN TWO PARIS AS F OLLOWS:3.
A. PART I-SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS.
3. PART II-DETAILED ASSESSMENT.

(1) THE ENEMY SITUATION
(2) THE ALLIED SIGUATION

(-) BY CIZ
(B) GENERAL RESERVE
(C) AIR SUPPORT
(D) LOGISTIC DISIDERATIONS

(3) PACIF ICATION
(4) RV T AF EFFECTIVENESS

PART 1 - SUMMARY AND C ONCLUSIONS
4. SUMMARY
A. AFTER A CONTINUING DECLINE DURING 1969, ENEMY STORRIGH IN

AND ADJACENT TO SVN LEVELED OFF TO APPROXIMATELY 228,600.
B. THE GENERAL TEMPO OF CNEMY ACTIVITY HAS BEEN LOW FOL THIS

TIME OF YEAR with THE GREATEST INTUNSITY CONCENTRATED PRIMARILY
IN I C ORPS AND IV CORPS.
C. THE CURRENT INCREASED ENEMY LOGISTIC EFFORT THROUGH

LAOS IS INDICATIVE THAI THE ENEMY IS ATTEMPTING to IMPROVE MIS
CAPABILITY F OR INC REASED MILIARY ACTIVITY DURING 1978.
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U. NORTH VILINAN'S CRASH LOGISTIC PROGRAM HAS BEER the SUSTAINED
EFFORT FROM LAIL DECEMBER 1969 10-Dri-, TO MOVE LARGE QUANTITIES
OF SUPPLIES THROUGH LAWS WAR ITS EXPANDED LOGISTIC SYSTEM WHILE
PROTECTING THE L CC'S with SAM'S AND WI-MIRCHAFI GUIIS. II 11 04
APPEARS THE ENEMY'CAN MAINTAIN RELATIVELY HIGH LEVELS OF LOGISI IC
AND PERSONAL INFILI RATION DICURRENTLY.
E. THERE ARE INDICATIONS IHAI CAMBODI IS INCREASING ITS

INTERDICTION OF SUPPLY AND PIRSUITED "FILTRATION RODIES AD HI.Ve
TAKEN STEPS 10 REDUCE ihe SIZE OF VC/NV ACI UARILS I. CAMBOOI
F. THE ENENY RILLAI IN I CORPS HAS THE SUBSTANTIAL

THROUGHOUT the 5122 is us FROM THAT AREA.
6. THE FIVE ENENY REGIMENTS IN WORLHERN AND NESTER IV CORPS

POSE A SERIOUS TRIEAT 10 THE CONSULIDATION AND PACIFICATION EFF ORD
IN THE DELIA. 1F PRODUCT OF IV CORPS IS CESSARY, US TROOPS
IN III C ORPS WILL HAVE TO COLL FO.. I He ARVN FORCES PL.,REE 0 B.
USED FOR THIS PURPUS.
H. DESPITE HEAVY Losses, THE ENEMY HAS MANAGED 10 REIMIN

FORCE STRUCTURE IN SV.v POSSESSING pas CAPACITY TO MUSORB RePLOCARL.NE
PERSONNEL RAPIDLY AND I J ACHIVE ANOTHER SPONSIONAL HIGH DURING
1970.

IN ICATION PROGRESS AND RVNAF CONTINUE
TO SHOW IMPROVEMENT.

J. IN 1 C ORPS, RVWAF EFFECTIVERESS REMAINS BEST IN COUNTRY
WITH THE EXCEPTION UF IST REGIMENT WHICH WAS ONL OF ARVER'S
LOWEST UNITS IN OVERALL RESULTS DURING 4IK QUARTER 69. DUE 10Th
SITUATION IN QUAL NAM PROVINCE AND SOUTHERN I CIZ THE 1ST
MARINE DIVISION SHOULD RMAIN THROUGH EARLY SUMMER.

K. IN II C ORPS, OPERATIONAL EFFECT IVENESS OF THE 23D ARV
DIVISION HAS IMPROVED: THE 22D DIV REMAINS LARGLY UNTESPED;
AND THE 42D REGIMENT CONTINUES TO 3c ARVS 'S LOWEST IN OV-RALL
RESULTS.
L. WITH THE RE DEPL OYMENI OF THE 3D BD_, 4TH ILF DIV FROM THE

HIGHLANDS, The 47TH ARVN REGIMENT WILL MOVE TO PLEIKU FROM PHU Yes
PROVINCE. TROUP READJUSTMENTS IN PHU You PROVINCE AND VIETEAM-
IZATION OF THe HIGHLANDS WILL Bc CHIT ICAL TO PACIFICATION EFFORTS
IN II CORPS.
M. DUE TO THE THREAT POSED BY ELEMENTS OF THE 3D NVA DIVISION

IN BINH DINK PROVINCE, THE REMAINDER OF THe 4IH INF DIV SHOULD
REMAIN IN THAT AFLA AT LEASI THROUGH THE SUMMER AND TO COVER
POSSIBLE REINF ORCEMENT OF THE HIGHLANDS BY ARVN FORCES.
N. SAIGON MUST REMAIN A NO RISK AREA. REDEPLOYMENT OF THE

ISI INF DIV WILL REQUIRE H NVN UNITS IN III CORPS TO ASSUM-
INC REASING RESP DISIBILITIES FOR INTERDICTING CHEMY ROUIES OF

R RAACH TO SHIGOH. THE ARVE DIVISIONS I., III CO:PS WIL
NEED TIME TO ACC OMPLISH THE READJUSTMENTS AND decom FULLY
EFFECTIVE, THIS MAY RE QUIRE The 199TH LI INF BD_ AND THE 3D
BDe, 9TH INF DIV TO REMAIN WELL INIOTHE SUMMER.
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0. THE 25TH AEVN DIVISION HAS SHOW OUT STA DING PROGRESS;

HOSEVER, EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 5TH AND 13TH DIVISIONS DECLIER
DURING THE 4TH QUARTER 69.
P. IN IV C ORPS AINNAVING AND in ITORIAL FORCES HAV- PaR-

FORMED WELL AGAINSH ith NEWTERMANY FORMATIONS. THE 9TH 21st
ARVW DIVISIONS HAVE SHOW ENC OURAGING PROGRESS BUT THE 7TH DIV
DETERIORATED DURING He 41H QUARTER 69.
Q. REQUIREMENTS FOR THE WHITE GENERAL R-Se.V. WILL SHORTLY

EXCEED THEIR CAPABILITY. MASSLD AIR STRIKES HAVE 10 THE PAST
BEEN THE ONLY REAL ALLIED RESERVE AND WILL BECOME INCREASINGLY
IMPORTANT TO THE success OF VIcTNAMIZ-II0 AS us PRESENCE I. SVN
DEC REASES. The REALITIES OF 1 He C 01341 SITUATION IN SOUTHAAST

ASIA MILITATES AGAINST H REDUCTION OF AIR UNITS IN THAILAND OR
A REDUCTION IN AVAILABLE B=32 AND TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WITHOUT
TAKING THE SERIOUS RISKS OF INCREASING US AND ALLIED CASUALITES
AS WELL AS REDUCING THe CAPABILITY TO PREEMPI, DETER OR DLFLAT
ENEMY INITIATIVES AS THEY DEVEL OP.

R. LOGISTICAL READ JUSTMENTS RECESSITAILED BY US REDUPLOYMENTS
REQUIRE A GISCLIDATI ON PERIOD AFTER 15 APRIL.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUY HOURS
900 THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY
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LIG WIC KERSON C G III MAT DANANG 6 MAR P.M.

B OLLINS 00 I FF ONCEV N NA TRAUG
1970

INF OLIG ZAIS CG XXIV C ORPS PHU BAI
MG MILOY DC G II FFORCEV LONG BINK
MG MC COWN CG DHAC Call IHO

61ZeM
OPSECRE I CLOSE MAC 2940 EYES ONLY
SECTION TWO OF SIX
5. CONCLUSIONS

A. THE ENEMY LOGISITICAL BUILD-UP IN L\os, THE SHIFTING OF FIV-
REGIMENTS FROM III C ORPS TO IV CORPS AND THE PRESENCE OF SUBSTAN-
IIAL CACHES IN II AND III COMPS PORTE ID AN INCREASE IN VC/HVA
OFF ENSIVE ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VICTNAM DURING THE SPRING AND EARLY
SUMMER OF 1970.
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- ~. uS Gj\.Jt..HO, Al11 '\~D Nr..vAL. fOUttC_S CWiI1Ur.: .. .J Iv Itt:. ~O;.;Ll~:i' 
I,. SVN Ai~ Al..L A.V L'IItt .. \mAl,. P~n' vi 1 tU:. Ro..500kC ... 5 t\.J....QuU(6..U 10 MAl( ... 
VIEINA("11Z.AI1~ ·-SlCe~z.a AS WC Cili' l~-t\Jo;. i OWAHOS I HI.. GOAl.S S~i 
F'Ofll~ll. A I~Ol;Cllu4 l~ lJt:n lJi~_ OF iHt:.S ....... L.l..r .... ~.lS, buHUV..:.J ~i 
lr~DiPEaJll.tJIL.Y iF 1m. "CUI A~JD Lit" Ni:.lHOO WHICH 1"1SSt:S;; ... S fH..:. 
Il'lPAi:: I or AL.I.. I:.l.t.I'Sl:;,.{J I S ~~ j Hi:. l' O'I i~l..; S 11 UAI 1 o~~ t C CiUi .. v U PSJ:. l' r til.. 
tlllLITAHV ANi) P5¥CfHLOGICGll. BALKNCL IIi SOuIH Vl ... l'M;:t~ 4i'JD 
.EWARDIZ£ 'Iii~ i.L1Ul,;,;10:. SU;Ci:.SS OF IH:;. VI';;'&' wMMIZ"i lOf~ PJtoGlil,N. 

c. Bt::Y(kiD 15 APnU .. lY1~, i~u &? ... ~l I~O FUfirH~f! Ht.OUi;;~'IO~i I~'; 
a-~2 SiJNIIJ::.S OR uSAf HfH) iJSt~ Kli't4CK/rlGlil'~ti SOmlt:S c,~;~ ti.. 
SU5I AINI:;U. 

0. liS It:.Dt.fiL.OW1~~iS i O-j)kl~ H),tV.:. Srrh:.:iClk.O RVNl'!f AiHL.U't 1'.1 
IAl<~ Wi" tl~W A~~D l.XI~Ni)i;.O Mlli,,,S OF TkC1ICr'L. ~5PO;iSlQlLUY 4~JD 

HAVIl. Ri:DiJeI:.O n'~1i1:j.lt31L.1I y i 0 W~lNrI41i! SUFflClt.fU R'-s;;'HV.:. r \l1C-S 
AI CORPS AI~D ~~AIIO,iAt.. 1.I.'.VcJ .. 10 ,\:.-SPOi\iO iO i.;,i1t.11&;~CIL..S. HV;~AF ;~.~';;i)S 
A aREtt Iii It4 G SPdL HFJ:!::. R P H~ So:. .) uS Rc.D.::. PL. O¥P;;;';; l~l is l' 0 ';if) JUSl 'f 0 ~ 
iiI S Nt: W S H fJA I 1 Q;J • 

i.. 1~ Vl,W ~ Hi;;'; F Oi~GOlt~G; rl.l~rl~i( US lii;'h.P1.0yM.:..:·j'fS OUIU!~O 
ill:: SPRING AI4D iAfiL.¥ su'm)!.a OF 197f) ~di;;.. 1,,01' !\..;.Cll~t1.::.(';Oi.iJ. 
PAR! 11 - O£lAIL.i:D ASSc;.SSi1il.iU 
6. rtf:: t:tvL:,\fi Sll'Urt'i lOf~ 

A. AFIl:.R R C QHIUUIi"H, Dt.CL.I\Ilio" lJijHl~:lG 1~69, fH;.;. :.~ic.NY Sfit~('jGrH 
18 ,",'J j) ADJAC t..in . i' 0 SOY,11 V I!:. I l\4M'l l..;;"VI;.L.~D Oil, 1 0 '~PPROXHll'd~!" 't 
£2:5,6";11!. 

~, IN GiNti:i~AI... iN";' l"':flPO CF c.rJto.('1Y ACIIVl1V HAS ~.:.:J LO'd F'm 
iUS .!UK rs Yt.~lR wl.i:a IN.:. Gllilil.;.SI IW:..:.tJSltV Of C~?~;3,~l C\.l~C"iJ­
lRAlid)PfiUlArtD..V l£tl I COld;}S AriD lilIV CO.-iPS. 

·C. 1 O-DAn: IH~ r.:.t';i.NY H""S N~O~ 00 POSH lV~ il,;.ClPRvC,t.1. f\; ... SPOf~3.;. 
IN 50UIHiASI ASIA iO hl.LU.D 1(Hrl,~11Vi;.S 10 D ... ·i.:.SCHt.i'r~ Hi;:,. CmWl.lcr. 
Ui IHi:. Cu~iRAitVf (;uiM':'iH IMCfu;;ASt.D'~N;;;.11Y LClGISTIC ACTIVlf''{ fHfWUGH 
lAOS IS INOICAr IVi.;. ,HI:'l I}U. UJt.roy 15 .;'ITl'.i:d~P!lNG 10 H1P:HiV .. , HIS 
CAPAdIL lIY F OR It~C f\t:", Si::i) i:J1LH;t RY kCT lvn 'f l)URlr.; i3 1 ;n~. 

D. INk; nw i1AIN SOUf\c~S Of SUPFL.l ... S fOn ",\'Jlwf!}Y FuiiCIo.S lit 1;3'1;" 
ffiMAltV i'Vl~ AND CAi1BODl/". n hPP~ARS THAt CMlj30DIA IS Arr ... ~lPi: 1;,: G 
IO REST IUC I l' HI:.. Ae I IV n I..:. S HN 0 C ll'JI i~01. r H.:. Pro:. s~ t;Ct.:. vf J HI.. vc,,;v~ 
WInn~ llS n.RRU i.HW. fHER.::. ~RL Ht.C.:.~;I l:uDIC;.I 101'$ WHICH SlHiG.:.Si 
lHAl Iii;';: CA(l1 BOOIAit awe:. fiilNC;i~r H61S: ' 

(1) C OiH I\J ut.. 0 ,'0 s..:.;~ D 5ijPPL l~ SOU1£;. H I Hi'i f~ ,i ii:r,A 1'1':' i~l S r 10 
lliiZ. v~ I'f VA • . , 

(2.) FuL.F Il..l..~ D 14 S Oa.l GPI& 1 Q:jS f em I He. It!}P era 0, ('lUiJII 10;:;:;1 
[ESIlt'hi,D FOR lHi:. VC/iWA MH> At 'HIS I Hi:.!. APp.:..,w;RS U\~LHLl.l,;~S r 0 
ASS llf·1E.. A'iJ Y Ii' lHft Hi:. R C (l1}N II 1'('1).:. iH s. ' , 

(3) i).:.L.IIJc.HI;.O 10 ~':h~DG.H t4.HEHS, {J,..l.. fiJU(JUHNS lr~ 1M... ;.) ... P\iS 
if ;«HP QV-G SPt,;.lr ";~D 1.. w:~ wHICh .~,;..:. 1-;~(';ifi·t1i\ .... D F jJ~ I f(,_ Vi:.I iNc , tloY 
'IH1. iNi) \F o..:.~¢.('JJ...H 1;,1(;.;1.. -

.' (4) I:'~''U:.I1S ... D lIS biL;il)I~fLb "or V~/NV'" SUPPLY,,;"'; ? ... I':;;QUiJ ... l. 
IrtFILlAAII4llf nuuI.t.S ",NO H",VIi I ",K ... ,'f SL_PS Iv ~\I-.iJUC ... r&. Sll ... " 
V~MV. iAHel UARl£.S 1M CAMiUillAri 
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3. us GROUND, AIR AND NAVAL FORCES COMMITTED TO THE CO.FLICT-

IN SVN ARE ALL AN INTEGRAL PARI OF 1 ke RESOURCES REQUIRED 10 MAX-
VIE TNAMIZATION SUCCEED AS we C ON INV. OWARDS I HL GOALS Ser

FOR 1971. A REDUCTION IN ANY UR OF THESE CLEANS, ARRIVED AI

INDEPENDENTLY OF THE "CUI AND PAY" METHOD WHICH ASSESS-S I M
IMPACT OF ALL ELEMENTS ON THE TOTAL SITUATION, C OULD UPSET THE
MILITARY AND PSYCH OLOGICAL BALANCE IN SOUTH VILTNAM AND
EOPARDIZE THE ULTIMATE SUCCESS OF IH VILT NAMIZATION PROGRAM.

C. BEYOID 13 APRIL 1978, NO REPLAI NO FURTHER REDUCTION Is

B-52 SORTIES OR USAF AND USN wITACK/FIGHTER SORTIES CAR L
SUSTAINED

D. us REDEPLOYMENTS 0-DATE HAVE STRETCHED RV NAF ABILITY TO
TAKE OVER NEW AND EXTENDED AREAS OF IMOTICAL RESPONSIBILITY AND
HAVE REDUCED THEIR ABILITY 10 MAINTAIN SUFFICIENT RESERVE FORCES
AT C ORPS AND NATIONAL LEVEL TO RESPOND 10 EMERGENCIES. RV NAF NEEDS
A BREATHING SPELL AFTER PHASE 3 us RUDEPLOYMENTS TO AD JUST TO
THIS NEW SITUATION.

E. IN VIEW OF THE F ORE GOIN G, F URTHER US REDEPLOYMENTS DURING
THE SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER OF 1970 who nor RECOMMENDED.
PART II - DETAILED ASSESSMENT
6. THE ENENY SITUATION

A. AFTER A C O T I N I I N G DECLINE DURING 1969, THE ENEMY STREIGH
IN AND ADJACENT 10 SOUTH VIETNAM LEVELED OFF TO APPROXIMAILLY

28,600.
3. IN GENERAL, THE TEMPO OF EMEMY ACTIVITY HAS BEEN LOW F OR

HIS TIME OF YEAR WITH THE GREATEST INTENSITY OF COMBAY CONCEIN-
TRAIED PRIMARILY IN I CORPS AND IN IV CORPS.

C. IO-DATE THE ENEMY HAS MADE no POSITIVE ECIPROCAL R_SPOISE
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 10 ALLIED INITIATIVES TO DL-LISCALATE THE COMPLICT.
OI THE C OVI RARY, CURRENT INCREASED ENEMY LOGIST IC ACTIVITY THROUGH
LA OS IS INDICATIVE THAT THE ENEMY IS ATTEMPTING TO IMPROV. HIS
CAPABILITY FOR INC PEASED MILITARY ACTIVITY DURING 1970.

D. THE TWO MAIN SOURCES OF SUPPLIES FOR ENEMY FORCES Iii Svd
REMAIN NVN AND CAMBODIA. IT APPEARS THAT CAMBODIA IS ATTEMPT ING
TO RESTRICT THE ACTIVITIES AND CONTROL THis PRESENCE OF THL VC/HVA
WITHIN ITS TERRITORY. THE RC ARE RECENT INDICATIONS WHICH SUGGEST
THAT THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT HAS:

(1) CONTINUED TO SEND SUPPLIES OTHER THAN ARMAMENTS TO
THE VO ANVA.

(2) FULFILLED ITS OBLIGATIONS FOR THE IMPORT OF MUMITIONS
DESTINED F OR THe VC/WVA AND AI THIS TIME APPEARS UNILLINGT
ASSUME ANY FURTHER COMMITTEETS.

(3) DELIVERED TO BORDER AREAS, ALL MUMITIONS IN I M DLPOS
IF KOMPONG SPLU AND LOVER WHICH CARR-ARD FOR I M VC/M., BY
The END OF DECEMBER 1969.

( 4) INCREASED IIS INTERDICTION OF VC/NVK SUPPLY AND PERSONAL
INFILIRATION ROUTES AND MAVc I-KEN STEPS I O REDUCE I He SIZE OF
VCNVA SANCTUARIES IN CAMBODIAM
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... uUt. 1'0 IH" Af'PAflil'H VC' NVH SLiPPl.Y!P'hOtlt.~r~ 1(,/ Ilia>&. "J',i..:.A'S 
lAADIIl~AL.LY SUPPLl~P IliROLaGkl SlHAHOUKVIL.J..I.;" IHJ.Rc. ~R.:. li;Cj~ ... ASh G -
:utDl~Ailrus IliAl' SiJ?PLI£S, Af~ Bt.l~·JG PUS};';'%) liiI!J CM1tH~1; rri o.~ 
LA OS Dc. Sf IN;':' 0 F uti r He C uS\' Ii ~riGA OF iiV rj. I Hi ..:. i~';' flW SuPPL't ' 
PitOdUt4S ~~i~ t.Xj.\Cl;.i1~A~C:O ay l'Iit. CAPIUjo{.:. Itl COU"Ift'( OF I~LM05r 
~0i C~nl!S \I t:N~HY 'Mt<Ii::.r:l~L U h69,- A 41 P~ftC';'I~l 1,{Ch':'I~S"; r:N_I~ 
'368. I lit. ~~'EftlY ·5 1.. OGIS! leS P kOlJ,...;.flS W IL.L. ~ FURI Ht.';i C UI1POU li;,).;.11 iJ'Y "'tr ,,14:. CAClil:.S SilZU:O IN ,.fI;'~lJkRY- un/(j rH~P ltu.. DISCOV,'::RY Cr 1 Ji;;.. 
i::XU:,.SlV£ C~HO::S IN II AIHi III C (lii?S It) F~i3HlJ ... HY, tOl·;l.Ll!'vG 
OJLR i~ M_Ii 34i}IO;'~S ~SPi!.C'a:lV.:;.I.Y. 

F. SIWCE tA fl. Y F ALL I H::. J,;.U..:.Cij Y }i/oiS ll'lPHOV.:.D HIS L OGISl' IC 
POS'IUii: av iXr~l~SlVi.:, fiOr\D hEPHIH (COi'4Pl..iI li~S 4~K; KlL.v(LI~r:S Of .; ... .1 
ROAD Itt LAOS).P~ PIPLL.ljli L~XIir~SlO;\jS IN 1~ VICl;HIY r5 iJi::; 
a£, MDPHOliC'El(J.'IJ (F HIS Lee ·S .. rWi£~iry-rlVt. (25) S(~d'l SH~S 
(~ CC';l.PliO) AND POSSla.ii. 1~~(l} I-tU POSUIOtil$ f.t.FL..:.ct i'H.;. ~t\I:,:,:" 
~ iUS D£Iir;;HtJAJ'IOZv 10 ikFitiD HIS SUPPLY i'OJi..:.S. 

G. Iii ... SriA.RP ltiC Ht:./H3£ 1t~ c.i~ ... fiJY 1. OGlS'I IC "or XVII Y CO:~I LW1;.;:r 
IN JAN uIH~Y, 1*~t:.aHUtH'Y ~~H) ~l4f\l. Y NI·\RCH 191ii., w n}{ SI.:. IjS OR ;:,Cll\h'f 10·, 
AI AN A~L. Tlt1~ HIGH. li~ spn~ J' Iffi.;. Ii;Ci":'ASiO l..Ff.;".CflV..:.1J.:.SS C!F 
!He. AL.l..li!:D lrHc..HDlCl'lV:~ PJdlGrtAM, rH.:. i:..~;...\'1'i f~i¥hliJ5 CA·PABl.. ... fF MWI,dl 
lAriat. ~UA,H1l11ES \§' SLI?PLli:.SHil{OUGH I tk. LfiO'f tAr; P;·LJHfi[~OL .... . 

H •• H~ EI~~W' CHASM LOGIstICS Pf~OGi1l"ii\1 {~MY HHV ... Si;.J:.t~ R;.;.SPO:J-
Sl Jl.,i:. " OR, 1 H... D..:.ca.l tJt. IN ?.i.. RS iJ;~ Nc.L. U. r 11 .. I HPi l' 1 0(1 ~H)l iD I ~ I Hi.:. 
I.AITc.fi PAIH 'at 1~69. 11 APP~i-tftS OMI PRIrlAHY t.l~?Ni,sts \\'i1S P1_44C_J 
ut ~IW;';lij"IH Vi SlfP1.1uS OtVC~ U a..;,CM1 ... MP?~Rt.NI INAi IH;.. .;.XPA:'11.h .. ) 
LOGlSIl~ SYSrl:.~l COl,.ll.D IHI! ,HIAtWLt: lJi;;..1.Ai~(L ~UA!li'ltH~S OF' 80iH 
Mi::i~ A:~ 4) mu.::: fUMl.S. Ii \wi::V'~ Ii, U lJ~ H) H IS SU?~ ri 1 :Ji..D .. fir ORI S, II 
NOIII APPtARS H~ Cniv ClAIN1filtf f"'"t.At IV&:.l.Y HIGH La;..V~t.S Of L.OUISI IC 
Mil P~RSW~J1!.L l.f;FIl.rRlHIU~ CONCLJiii';;'NIL.Y. . 

I. rHi E~.:.~lY f(l;.iAIN S ,-I SlG;aFIC,q:~r CAP,:,ull.li y fi~OH ll.II lliJ{ L G 
JiFC::lSIVi. I~CT1V Ill' Wi,} l'¢.t.ki IV4LY SHOHI r~or IC:. ~~J Sd ..... CId) AHi:.MS, 
wr HI: DOCS fa UI C Uii!~(.fn. Y HNVi; i HI;. C-iPtH:'ll.lI \' IO SUSl' Alil SUCH 
AtIA'::t\S. Pi(l.;S£:tHl:.i~'-MY SIhAlt.GY N.;Pi1LSz.m:S A l3I..j;.i~D Of pu..n lC,~ 
AND MILIIARY AC11V ICY CAl.CUl.Al~D 10 ~CtU ... \h:. Oo.'1l4.SI IC i·;;~~' 1"\4":,,,' 
P~SSum.; IN Iiit: us L.~kDIUG.'O ... R1PID r\l.'i) ... PLOYi't;.~~I OF us FOr~C~St 
IU': .; OLLAP S~ t;JO I itt.. GJ ~ A~H> tHe C l{";' A r 114 G OF ~ C GtL-II lOr; GOVw R :i­
~'iI::~I Ul SCiun" V :u.rl~AM. 

J. ALL CUriitt.:tH INDICittI~S UiiD.iri·scni~z. Iffi:: FAcr IHAI nt..: 
1.~1 t-MY % s· C ~ I 1~, ~ ~,J~, i?.i_~--.k.Qf ~ 1 ttilLl HI~Jl_O;,LJlQUi: .. ,;JL MlL_S,tifPJ:M( 
rAe ILrII'IESA4 D IO 1'1 A l~i AIN M~ j) It~ri~OVil. Fl ... J..u L061S'f leS SUPPO;U 
Iv li.Cl..lJOE: lSI o:ao" .ll..11iG \.I; SUPPLh.S Hi bAS[ IiR':"AS. Dci.SPHi lti.AV'i 
LC6~S, "4. riA:; i~MNHG;:.~ i.:J l .... if..lllv ,ft i'uRCi. Sin:uC.'U,,\':' PUSS_~;.d:,;G·, 
CAPAClI'f ro ~aSORe Ri:.PL",c ... M4.Wr ?l..liSOl\l1_i.. iAFlul.Y ANJ i OCKI .. 1J_ 

._M,OIHi.H "'",Blttl~li'L HIGH DUiiU.G h7it1. 
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DUE TO The APPARENT VC/NVA SUPPLY PROBLEM IN THOSE FREASi.
TRADITIONALLY SUPPLIED THROUGH SIMANOUKVILLE, THERE ARE INCREASING
INDICATIONS IHAI SUPPLIES ARE BEING PUSHED INTO CAMBODI FROM
LAOS DESTINED OR THE C OSV N ARCA OF SVN. THE ANEMY SUPPLY
PROBLEMS WERE EXACERBATED BY THE CAPI UR It COUNTRY OF ALMOST
3000 CACHES OF ENEMY MATERIAL IN 1969, A 41 PERCENT INCREASE WER
1968. THE ENEMY'S LOGISTICS PROBLEMS WILL BE FURI HEI COMPOUNDED BY
THE 27 CACHES SEIZED IN JANUARY 1970 AND THE DISCOVERY OF I H
EXTENSIVE CACHES IN II AND III C ORPS IN FEBRUARY, TOTALLING
WER 30 AND 360 IONS RESPECTIVLLY.

F. SINCE LAFLY FALL THE ENEMY HAS IMPROVED HIS LOGISTIC
POSTURE BY EXTENSIVE ROAD REPAIR (COMPLETING 46k KILOMETERS OF Had
ROAD IN LAOS), P.O. PIPLLINE EXTENSIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE
DMZ, AND PROTECTION OF HIS LOC S. TWENTY-FIVE (25) SAM SITES
(5 CC UP IED) AND P OSSIBLE 100MM AA POSITIONS REFLECT THE EXIENT

HIS DETERMINATION IO DEFEND HIS SUPPLY ROUTES.OF
G. THE SHARP INCREASE IN ERLMY LOGISTIC CI IVITY CONTINUED

IN JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND EARLY MARCH 1978, WITH SENSOR ACTIVATIO.
AI AN ALL TIME HIGH. IN SPITE 5 THE INCREASED OF
life ALLIED INTERDICTION PROGRAM, THE ENLMY REMAINS CAPABLE OF MOVING
LARGE QUANTITIES OF SUPPLIES THROUGH THE LAOTIAN PANHANDLE.

H. THE ENEMY CRASH LOGISTICS PROGRAM HAY HAVE BEEN RESPON-
SIBLe FOR THE DECLINE IN PERSONNEL INFILIRATION NOTED IN THE
LAITER PART OF 1969. II APPEARS THAT PRIMARY EMPHASIS WAS PLACED
OI MOVEMENT OF SUPPLIES ONCE II BECAME APPARENT THAT THE XPAIDLO
LOGISI IC SYSTEM COULD nor HANDLE THE LARG QUANTIFITES OF BOTH
MEN AND MATERIALS. HOWEVER, DU TO HIS SUST MIALD EFFORTS, II
NOW APPEARS HE CAN MAINTAIN RELATIVELY HIGH LEVELS OF LOGIST IC
AND PERSONEL INFILTRATION CONCURRENTLY.

I. THE ENEMY RETAINS H SIGNIFICANT CAPABILITY FOR IMITATING
SPENSIVE ACTIVITY ON RELATIVELY SHORT NOTICE Is SELECTED AREAS,
air HE DOES NOT CURRENTLY HAVE THE CAPABILITY To SUSTAIN SUCH
ATTACKS. PRESENT ENEMY STRAILGY REPRESENTS A BLAND OF POLITIC
AND MILITARY ACTIVITY CALCULATED TO ACHIEVE DOMOSTIC ANTI-WA
PRESSURE IN THE US LEADING TO 4 RAPID ALDLPLOYMENT OF us FORCES,
IRE COLLAPSE OF THE GV # AND THE CREATING OF A COALITION GOVERN-
MENT IN SOUTH VILINAM.

J. ALL CURRENT INDICATIONS UNDERSC ORL THE FACI THAI THE
ENLMY HAS C ONTINUED 10 DEVELOP INFILIRATION ROUT- AUD SUPPORI
FACILITIES AND TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE FIELD LOGISTICS SUPPORT
10 INCLUDE ST CCKP ILING OF SUPPLIES IN BASE ARCAS. DESPITE HEAVY
LOSSES, ML HAS MANAGED is WININ A FORCE STRUCTURE POSSESSING
CAPACITY TO ABSORB RELPINCEMENT PERSONALL RAPIDLY AND 10 CHIEV_
AN OTHER OPERATIONAL HIGH DURIN G 1976.
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1. 1M&. AL.L It. 0 SIr U~l' lOIJ ... -_.-.--------_._._. 
A. 1 ell .. -.-. 

THIS MES~AOE REQUIR5S ACCOUNTABILITY 
. cx>PY ( Of_\:Ll_--='---__ ----

o ~5ti'?21Z ZYH ZFF -6 ?FY-3 
f~ :1G TOt9NSEWJ COlt'S °qACV sAteoN 
TO GE::l f~'tW"'N C;tJDi( 7nF Tt,N SON NHUT 
LTG '1IL:)REN JeG USMN Loue l'j H~ 
VA OM U~'I'!l~1AL r CCr'1N,AVFORV SA lCot,] 
LTG [\tIc~rERSON CC I.u :'lAP Dt.t,JAr~G 
1.. TO COt.LU~S CO I FFORCEV llH A TRANG 
INFO'LTO ZAIS CO XXIV CORPS PHt,i DIU 
'lG 'YlILCY DCG I I F'FORCEV LONG BHlri 
"lG '1CCOUN CG Oi/:tiC CAN THO 
lE"1 'j 
T ,0 ? SEC R 1(:;1 CLOSE: HOLD!!! ~AC' ~940 EV::S ONLY 
SECnOtJ THiHili: OF, SI1. 

(~) n~ QUAi\;O DA STZ(n!jM~G lJt.r,'! P:IDVINCZ), THC 51~T 
REGl"~EI\iT CONTINUES TO SHO~1 p. OOt~t~-l'fi:E;'~D nJ ~ZSULTS ATTAINED. 'IT'S 
POTENTIAL Hi STILL RArl~[) HICH EVE.:.J T'HOU:;ii ITS OV2F!AtL RE:SttLT~) 
It.iERE ONE OF ARWPS UHIEST FOR THE. . .,;m! QIjMUE.R 69. THe; HIGH 
DES£RTIO':1 itATE: Of' ,1M:::, 51ST REG l:1EN! IS P,LSO OF CONCZRN. n;o 
BATTALIONS OF THE 51ST Rt.'G-lmWi HAVE f.HlHJN CO~ilSINE;) OPERATIONS 
wIlli t1.EMiNTS OF. !ME UC 5TH MMtINE ptEGl;~ENT. THE"f!OVE: OF l'H2 
51ST Rzar OUT OF' .1AiJANC INTO A :~lH;EOP!';:FiA TIONAL FOSTlJR£ 1 S 
tXPE.CTEO TO 1;'l!?ROVElts PEtrFORMANCE.~ ~UE TO THE sl fUfrflC(,1 IN~t'ANG 
NA:iJ AND H~ SmHHl5:fW 1 .crt: THE IST YIARH1E DIVISION SHOULD n£;'1flI~ 
l'?-{ru?UGH EARLY S ~r1;'1Efl • 

(4) F;R,~r,F c:FFECTIVENESS Ii~ 1 CORPi.: r.;;:::'i1iH:JS THf. BEST Fl 
THE COUNTRY. EF'F'ECTlVc:rJESS OF 11m 1ST IiRVN t)lJ CONTnm2:S TO '?E 
RAnD HIGH, HO\iEVER 11 OPERt.TIONAL RE$ULTS or inE 2D ARV~l CIV 
EXClEDlD THAT 0' THE 1ST DIll fa R THE 4TH QUARTER 69. 
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7. THE ALLIED SITUATION

A. [ C1Z

(1) THE ENEMY THEAT 10 NORT HERN I CORPS IS SUBSTANTIALAND HAS REMAINED UNDIMINISHED THROUGHOUT SIZEABLE US REDEPLOYMENTSFROM THAT AREA. IN I He VICINITY OF THE DMZ, THERE AK- 17 ENEMYMANEUVER BAITALIONS AND SEVEN ARI ILLERY BITALIONS, AND IH NVACAN REINF ORCE with UP TO MREL DIVISION EQUIVALENTS In SEVEN DAYS.MAINER IN THIS ATEN FROM NO W THROUGH THE SUMMER WILL BL INCREAS-
IN GLY FAV ORABLE FOR MOVEMENT.

(2) THE THREE PROVINCES OF SOUTHERN I COAPS CONTINUE I O& A SECURITY PROBLEM, WITH 13 ENEMY INFANTRY AND TWO ARTILLERYREGIMENTAL EQUIVALENTS IN THIS AREA TARGETED PRIMARILY 4 GAI WSTUS ELEMENTS AND The PACIF ICATI ON PROGRAM. MOST OF THe RECAHEACTIVITY HAS CENTERED IN QUANG NAM PROVINCE.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DLTY HOURS
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T617SECTION THREE OF SIX
(3) IN QUANG DA STZ (QUANG NAM PROVINCE), THE 51ST

REGIMENT CONTINUES TO SHOW A DOWN-TREND IN RESULTS ATTAINED. IT'S
POTENTIAL IS STILL RATED HICH EVEN THOUGH ITS OVERALL RESULTS
WERE ONE OF ARVN'S LOWEST FOR THE 4TH QUARTER 69. THE HIGH
DESERTION RATE OF THE 51ST REGIMENT IS ALSO OF CONCERN. TWO
BATTALIONS OF THE 51ST REGIMENT HAVE BEGUN COMBINED OPERATIONS
WITH ELEMENTS OF THE US 5TH MARINE REGIMENT. THE MOVE OF THE

51ST RECT OUT OF DANANG INTO A MORE OPERATIONAL POSTURE IS
EXPECTED TO IMPROVE ITS PERFORMANCE. DUE TO THE SITUATION IN QUANG

NAY AND IN SOUTHERN I CTZ THE IST MARINE DIVISION SHOULD REMAIN
THROUGH EARLY SUMMER.

(4) RVNAF EFFECTIVENESS IN 1 CO RPS REMAINS THE BEST IN
THE COUNTRY. EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 1ST ARVN DIV CONTINUES TO BE
RATED HIGH : HOWEVER, OPERATIONAL RESULTS OF THE 2D ARVN DIV
EXCEEDED THAT OF THE 1ST DIV FOR THE 4TH QUARTER 69.
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. B. I I crz 
CD SH~CE THE: ENE,'1Y UNITS 'ilTHDREII FfJO~ E!J PRtiNG /')'JC LAP 

UNDER RVNAF PRESSU?£. vI THOUT ACHIEVING ANY SIGNIFICANT OB JCCrIVES. 
THE HIGHL.ANDS H~VE REr1AINED eUlEr. THE PRI ~lARY TH:1Efi T !t~ 1 I 
CORPS IS POSE)) BY THE Ci'..mrt£;~T DISP05ITIO:; Of' S Ht:aI~ENrs OF THZ 
3'V NIJA OIV IN BUlK DHm PHQVn:CE. REPORTS INDICATE THAT Ei~E~'1Y 
ACtIVITY H) THIS AflEA ~~ILL BE OlR~CT.E.D AGAINST P~CIFIEf) PJl£::~S 
AlO:JG THE POPULOUS COASTAL PLAIN. tlE:urpt!,',1..IZATION OF THE 3D NVA 
DIVISIOZ~ HAS BeCHiN AND ';JILt g£ PURSUEb ~aTt; AV~!LAgLC F051CE:, 
TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE D~Y SEr.:}ON JUBHJG THE 5U~MER. 
THIS H~S AL.REM)Y RESULTED IN AN INCREASED i¢Uj'IBER OF' ENEMY· CONTliCTS 
Aem SIZZA')L.E CACtfES SlLIZED i! . 

C!;') A potENTIAl.. THREAT A1..Z0 EXIGn;~ H~ THE CEtJTRAL 
HICHLA~mS AREA '~HZHE FOUlt NW'i HiFANThY RmpH::~trs At\D ONE NVt: 
ARTIL.LERY REGl:1ENT tiRE m:FlrTH~a AND nZFL.ACH~:J nu; HEAVY LOSSES 
SuFFl.tl1E() IN THE ~u ?RAIJG /i)UC LAP CC\:;1PAIGN.. 9Y LAT£ SPRHJG 1HECE 
U~I rs ARE AGAltJ Zi\'PZCTE:D TO TEST Ct.ftWj CflP~BILlrI~S BY. LAUNCHINC 
UP rc ~ULTI-REGP1~NTAL. O?EnpTIONS IN TiE BEf,; HET ID~,J~ TO ARi:AS. 

(3) \a TH THki: BU pnA~'J3 IDUC LAP OPSi1A nO[\.'G StiCCESZFU1..LY 
CO!\JCL~Ji)ED, TltE; ?3D MNN DIV f~flS A m;I,' FOUlH) CONFIDr::iJCE IN ITS ' 
C~PAEILITY. THE 1'2:) DXV ON THE O!HE({ HA~D !4?\SaZEN CO:1'~lITn:D TO 
PACIFICATION r.)ISSl'~JS IiJ RECIWT t'lO~~rHSt AND ITS CAPI;BIl.!TIES 
ARE l..AROt:LY !Jt~TESTED. THE ~2l) mrCT COt'JTINf,lES TO SHOt;: POO!'1 
iiESULTS AND 119 OPERATIONAL Ev'F£CTI VEM:Sfi IS r,..E LOtJEST IN THE 
COmnRY. 

(4) t,tlYH THE Rl:::,)E:Pi.OV:lENT· or THE ~D BDE t 4TH INF DIV" 
THE. SuCCESSFUL. :VSOVE~ENT Of nill: 41tH MW:~ REtJ.!!lENT FR01'1 PliO Yf.:~ 
r-i~OVHJCE TO Pl.EliW .,\NP 1;U:: Vlf!:T~MIIU;Tro:; Of Tnt: JnGHLANiI~ 1111.1. 
8£ A CRITICAL F'ACTOR HJ r~tt~ PACIFICt~TION EFFORTS Hl II COllP3. 
M~OUC·l!Ot~ l~~CIDE:;rs IN .PHU YEU PROVINe:: I:1IPLEu If~J fEBRUARY 
OVEn THE PHEVIOUS :'I'&HJTH P);\j') tl?lU .. f~f.:.OuHl~ H.jcm:fifJEJ t4TTEN1IOU ~H17f 
£HE: DEPARTtlRE OF THE 47TH REGI~EfJT. THIS SITOATION COULD PHOVE 
rROU8LES07'1E DUlUi\~ THE iiEADr.m:~l\1E:;;r, OF FCi'CL2,. 

(5) THE RE''1AHmEP OF T}fi 4TH INF ~n v s~OULJ HE::1~HJ 
AT LEAST THROUGH raE. SU~""l£? 'to "1 l1 ll+TAIN 1Hfi Frlelfl .. 
CATHEr ~1)"1ff.lTm1-'I\J -~nmflJINH PRVVn:DF t'i:r;)'-TO~COI}Eit friVrf FORCEr 
VHICH~'lAY HMIE'. TO BE wEPLOYED FROC-13 THE CON:::TflL PLAIN OF II CORP~ 
10 COUi\ITER :':t~;Z;':'1Y HUTIATIVES HJ THE iHeHLt,NJ. 

C. III CTZ 
(1) CO'1'JBAT ACTlVXTY IN III CORPS CONTINUE0 ~T A LOt~ 

LEVEL; HOW~ViR f THREE Em£>:1!Y DIVISlorv~ RE~lAIN POISED IN THE £WRTM-
';1ESTER~} aOr!D;;}? AREAS.. IT J\:P?E:ARS THE EN£7QY HAS B£EI'; CONCE~JTRt\TING 
or-. LOCISllCACTIVl nES. 'fHE ~i:CENT sunCCVElrY OF 51 ZE~U': Ct,cm:s 
Of' A ,'1':'lU£d TION t :~ZAPorlS Mm RICE IN. THE 80RDER FROVINCr;:;;: ArH> IN wAR 
lONI D ATTESTS TO nmCOtlT!NUE:> Dl!:TER:"lINATION OF THC Ei'~E"l'( 10 
",urn ATtACKS BY FIRE AND BY SAPPERS 0 N THE CAPI TAL I\~'J!) IT,S 

_~~ ~Jf¥~ ~ON ~ , 
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B. II CTZ
(1) SINCE THE ENEMY UNITS WITHDREW FROM BU PRANG AUC LAP

UNDER RVNAF PRESSURE, WITHOUT ACHIEVING ANY SIGNIFICANT OB JECTIVES,
THE HIGHLANDS HAVE REMAINED CUIET. THE PRIMARY THREAT IN II
CORPS IS POSED BY THE CURRENT DISPOSITION OF 3 REQIMENTS OF THE
3D NVA DIV IN BINK DINN PROVINCE. REPORTS INDICATE THAT ENEMY
ACTIVITY IN THIS AREA WILL BE DIRECTED AGAINST PACIFIED AREAS
ALONG THE POPULOUS COASTAL PLAIN. NEUTRALIZATION OF THE 3D NVA
DIVISION HAS BEGUN AND WILL BE PURSUED WITH AVAILABLE FORCES,
TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE DRY SEASON DURING THE SUMMER.
THIS HAS ALREADY RECULTED IN AN INCREASED NUMBER OF ENEMY CONTACTS
AND SIZEABLE CACHES SEIZED.

(2) A POTENTIAL THREAT ALSO EXISTS IN THE CENTRAL
HIGHLANDS AREA WHERE FOUR NVA INFANTRY REGIMENTS AND ONE NVA
ARTILLERY REGIMENT ARE REFITTING AND REPLACING THE HEAVY LOSSES
SUFFERED IN THE BU PRANG/DUC LAP CAMPAIGN. BY LATE SPRING THERE
UNITS ARE AGAIN EXPECTED TO TEST ARVN CAPABILITIES BY LAUNCHING
UP TO MULTI-REGIMENTAL OPERATIONS IN THE BEN HET/DAK TO AREAS.

(3) WITH THE BU PRANG /DUC LAP OPERATIONS SUCCESSFULLY
CONCLUDED, THE 230 ARVN DIV HAS A NEW FOUND CONFIDENCE IN ITS
CAPASILITY. THE 220 DIV ON THE OTMER HAND HAS BEEN COMMITTED TO
PACIFICATION MISSIONS IN RECENT MONTHS, AND ITS CAPABILITIES
ARE LARGELY UNTESTED. THE 42D REGT CONTINUES TO SHOW POOR
RESULTS AND ITS OPERATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS IS THE LOWEST IN THE
COUNTRY.

(4) WITH THE REDEPLOYMENT OF THE 3D BDE, 4TH INF DIV,
THE SUCCESSFUL MO VEMENT OF THE 47TH ARVS RECIMENT FROM PHU YEN
PROVINCE TO PLEIKU AND THE VIETNAMIZATION OF THE HIGHLANDS WILL
BE A CRITICAL FACTOR IN THE PACIFICATION EFFORTS IN II CORPS.
ABDUCTION INCIDENTS IN PHU YEN PROVINCE TRIPLED IN FEBRUARY
OVER THE PREVIOUS MONTH AND WILL REQUIRE INCREASED ATTENTION WITH
THE DEPARTURE OF THE 47TH REGIMENT. THIS SITUATION COULD PROVE
TROUBLESOME DURING THE READJUSTMENT OF FORCES.

(5) THE REMAINDER OF THE 4TH INF DIV SHOULD REMAIN
AT LEAST THROUGH THE SUMMER TO MAINTAIN THE PACIFI-
CATION MOMENTOM IN BINK DINN PROVINCE AND TO COVER AIMN FORCES
WHICH MAY HAVE TO BE DEPLOYED FROM THE COASTAL PLAIN OF II CORPS
TO COUNTER ENEMY INITIATIVES IN THE HICHLAND.

C. 111 CTZ
(1) COMBAT ACTIVITY IN III CO RPS CONTINUED AT A LOW

LEVEL: HOWEVER, THREE ENEMY DIVISIONS REMAIN POISED IN THE NORTH-
WESTERN BORDER AREAS. IT APPEARS THE ENENY HAS BEEN CONCENTRATING
ON LOCISTIC ACTIVITIES. THE RECENT DISCOVERY OF SIZEABLE CACHES
OF AMMUNITION YEAPONS AND RICE IN THE BORDER PROVINCES AND IN WAR
ZONE D ATTESTS TO THE CONTINUED DETERMINATION OF THE ENEMY TO
MOUNT ATTACKS BY FIRE AND BY SAPPERS ON THE CAPITAL AND ITS
INVIRONS,
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(?) SAIGON MUST RE~AIN t ~cjQ iiIS~ AREA. Tlit: !30ROERIJI\C 
PROVINCES OF MAtJ NGHIA ANDLO~~G fiii STlLL HAVE A LOt¥3 WAY TO GO. 
POPUL~,TION SECURITY XAS RfGRESSf.:J SLIGHtLY IN Hllll NaHI~ PitOVINCE 
AND ACCOFWINt, TO 1HZ LATI!ST HE.S 11:? P.ATI:;ICS IT I~; G1 XTH FRO'~ THt: 
BOT rO;t1 • lONe MJ IS RATED ;:,3, ttllTIi POPUlA.TIO~~ SEC~R! TY STflTU::'~ 
iiEMAINHJ3 STEADY. EFFO:?TS ARS C(mTINfJlnO 10 :JEUTRALIZE THY!: ENE:MY 
I~i THESE AREAS. SINCEl JAN t!HH~lZvN'1C CO~13ATBt)TTAl.IONS HAVE 
1.1:11 THE ChPTIAl. fUllTAnv JlSnaCT. tHTH TMlflrllU~ ARVN/VN~1C 
BATTALIONS m!\"!I\INH~O. OF SIG~HFICMjC:lt OUjU~~ 1M! TE:1 PERIOD, 

. SECURI TY FOR SAICO it w~s ~1AINTAn;£;) BY THE NATIO~'~AL POLICE ANO 
THE TEJ:i;uroRiAl FORC:::S ~nTMour SERIOUS r:~DIDan. IF" V1ETNtI7lIZt\Tlm\ 
IS TO P;;OCHl1;ISS, NATIONAL POLIOE A\11D TEi1BlrORH\L FORCES r~U5! OE:VE:LOP 
A Sl~ILAR CAP~BILITY N~TIONt¥ID£ fO ~E:CURE POPllLATIOiJ C[('JTI::R!J WUI..E 
REGULMt FORCES KE:£P THE ENa:>1Y AT DAY l~~ i~f;'~OT.E ARE.AS. 

aD LO~~G KHAWf r,'N!) PHOUC TUiPROlilNCS3 STItt HAV~ 
51 ZEC\SL.E C0'119PJT £F'FECTJV£ £OE"1Y FO~t'Cf~S Hj THt VICINI TY" RECENTLY" 
co~mtlr, ActIVITY IN LONG Fm~Jm IL':CREtlSEJ SLIGHTLY" TI1E RF.i>EPLOY-
~ENT OF THE us 1ST INF D1'J t1!Lt. H£0!-UIl\E TH't 5TH. I STH A!~'n P5TH 
Anl}l~ DIVISIONS 1'0 ASSU:1E lNCREt;~;;}:D RF.~)PO!\smILlrIES f"O~ H~TEF<­
OleTINe t;NE:1Y ~O~)";TCS OF t\PPROAC~t TOHAFH) SrIIGO~~. THE~E Dr '11510;'115 
HILl.. ;~Jl:E:D 11 "'i! TO ACCO;1PJ..IZH THE READJllsr;l'jEt';T!] MW 9 ECO;t1E FULLY 
EFFECTIVe; • 

(In THE :,:5Tii ARV~\,1 DIVISION HAS SHOl!i;J OUTsr:\~~1)H;C FRDGi1i2SS 
AND fl~S AOVANC:':O TO ONE; OF THE FOUR TO? DIVISIONS H~ OP;,;:,:u,rIO!~I~L 
RES:.U .. TS ACHU!.1J1!O. THE EfF'ECrIVEr~E!3S OF rtF;: 5TH A~m lITH MiV;'Il 
I)IVISIOtJS DECl..l:v1!:£) IN THE 4TH ~UARrER 69 DUEf'1!':I :~LY ro THe 
LEAD[RSHl? OF DE1JSRAt OF rm:H~ BATTl\J .. IOf~S' ,M~n l~mECI SI V[i~E;; 
IN ",CO:iBtJ r • 

(5) THE 1 S>9':tH L ICJH H~F e DE Mm THE 3;) B DE, 9TH :LNF :11 v 
Sf'fOut;7 RE"1-AHr 111 ,tO~;t, !(HAN4 ' Mm"llH~G --r.H~' K!:~?1:t71 VrLY , .. , ,,- - -' .. 
~'ELl.. IntO TiE SU;'1l:'1ER I;~ Aii ii:FFO!H TO ~LL.CW I'H'J~ TO ~~OVF. OllnlABD 
FTtO~l POPW .. !1 tiON cc::~.;rE:RS Ai;;) FL(lY p. €fJ;:;ATZi1 f.'OLE H~HCLJ!~JG THE 
ENE·'fJY AT BAY I!J THC 80 iDt:R !!ii:E:AS ~ 

,SSO NOTE; OZllvr:;'n 0UHHJi3 DUtY HOURS 
SGZ THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY 
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(2) SAIGON MUST REMAIN 1 NO RISK AREA. THE BORDERING
PROVINCES OF MAU NGHIA AND LONG AN STILL HAVE A LONG WAY TO CO.
POPULATION SECURITY HAS REGRESSED SLIGHTLY IN HAU NOHIA PROVINCE
AND ACCORDING TO THE LATEST HES/T2 PATINGS IT IS SIXTH FROM THE
BOTTOM. LONG AN IS RATED 23.WITH POPULATION SECURITY STATUS
REMAINING STEADY. EFFORTS ARE CONTINUING TO NEUTRALIZE THE ENEMY
IN THESE AREAS. SINCE 1 JAN THREE VNMC COMBAT BATTALIONS HAVE
LEFT THE CAPTIAL MILITARY DISTRICT, WITH THIRTEEN ARVN/VNMC
BATTALIONS REMAINING. OF SIGNIFICANCE, DURING THE TET PERIOD,
SECURITY FOR SAICON MAS MAINTAINED BY THE NATIONAL POLICE AND
THE TERRITORIAL FORCES WITHOUT SERIOUS INDIDENT. IF VIETNAMIZATION
IS TO PROGRESS, NATIONAL POLICE AND TERRITORIAL FORCES MUST DEVELOP
A SIMILAR CAPABILITY NATIONWIDE TO SECURE POPULATION CENTERS WHILE
REGULAR FORCES KEEP THE ENEMY AT DAY IN REMOTE AREAS.

(3) LONG KHANN AND PHOUC TUY PROVINCES STILL HAVE
SIZEABLE COMBAT EFFECTIVE ENEMY FORCES IN THE VICINITY. RECENTLY,
COMBAT ACTIVITY IN LONG KHANH INCREASED SLIGHTLY. THE REDEPLOY-
MENT OF THE US 1ST INF DIV WILL REQUIRE THE 5TH, 1STH AND 25TH
ARVN DIVISIONS TO ASSUME INCREASED RESPONSIBILITIES FOR INTER-
DICTING ENEMY ROUTES OF APPROACH TOWARD SAIGON. THESE DIVISIONS
WILL NEED TIME TO ACCOMPLISH THE READJUSTMENTS AND BECOME FULLY
EFFECTIVE.

(4) THE 25TH ARVN DIVISION HAS SHOWN OUTSTANDING PROGRESS
AND HAS ADVANCED TO ONE OF THE FOUR TOP DIVISIONS IN OPERATIONAL
RESULTS ACHIEVED. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 5TH AND 1FTH ARVN
DIVISIONS DECLINED IN THE 4TH QUARTER 69 DUE MAINLY TO THE
LEADERSHIP OF SEVERAL OF THEIR BATTALIONS AND INDECISIVENESC
IN COMBAT.

(5) THE 199TH LIGHT INF EDE AND THE 30 BDE, 9TH INF DIV
SHOULD REMAIN IN LONG KHANH AND LONG AN RESPECTIVELY
WELL INTO THE SUMMER IN AN EFFORT TO ALLOM ARVN TO MOVE OUTWARD
FROM POPULATION CENTERS AND PLAY A CRCATER ROLE IN HOLDING THE
ENEMY AT BAY IN THE BORDER AREAS.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
902 THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY
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LTG NICKERSON CO II I'ifAF DANM-Ja 
1.. TO COl.1..ltJS CB 1 FFOnC.EV NHA THANt; 
INFO L TO ZAIS 03 XXI 'J- CORPS PHD B~l 
t'l:G iIlU.OY DCG II ffOncEV. 1.0l\6' ~INH 
~Q ~1CCO~'N CG' D~AC' CAt'i)" rJ(O.. ,r " 

. ", ,',' 

';: ZE~ , "", ',',.,<', 

TOP sec RET CL.OS~·HOI..l:,):jj f~AC ~940-E:V£;':;,C}JLY . 
SECTION FOUR -OF SIX ' .. , ' . . ,' ,';, ,'" 

D. IV eTZ, 
, . ," . . ~. " 

, .",,' 
I ~ " • 

.' , • ,':. '. '. r ~. " :' ... __ ..... -
(D IN IV CORPS, ENEi'W, ro~rrtICrS;U\lJE' lJECR;C;ftSEJ SO'"'!E{!.!HAT; 

HOVEVl:R, THE F'IV~Em:r~Y~mll'~ENT!} f,:tUCa i-t{tVlf. i10VED lfif1'O 
~'~~RTHERN AND 'lESTEfiN IV CORPS POSE f. SEI1l0US' THRE~T TO THE 
CONSOLIDATION or THE PAClf IC()TIO~2 EFFO fiT I;<~ THE DELTA. THE ?,RVN IVN~C 
A~JD TE~Rl TORIAt. FORCES 4AVi!: PERF'OR?J1CD l:i£'6L GO ,F'I\R IN tHEI R 
CONTt,CTS tHTH THESE N£:V £NEi"i'f FOflflJf.JTIOrJS; HOUEVEt'l, THE EN£MY H~S 
}DT YET :vJADE: MIS f10VE. ~mEN HE OOh~5, Rt::lt~FORCl.tf~EnT rty tJODITICWIl,. 
G;£NEfi~L Ri:SEflVE FOitCES FRO'., III CO RPS :1(:,Y ,,'ELL ar i'J£CES!S'M'fY. 
IN THIS EVENT, us TROOPS 1;;1lLt !Sit N££))£D 10 COVER FOR 1HOSE t; R!J~ 
FORCES Di:PLOnW FRt)t1 III C{,H1PS. . 

(8) TNE 9TH AND THE 81ST t.1~\fNDIVl!:i!oNS HAVE SHO~JN 
ENCOURAGINB PROGRESS \jiULE THE EFFECTIVI:NESS OF' THE1TH DIV HAS 
DETERIORATED IN TKE 4TH QUARTER 6S. 1,\1?ROilEfQ£NT 1$ EX?£C1CD 
IN THE 1fH 01 V UNDER I rs CJ~~IJ LeADERSHIP. THE AG(H?£SSI rI)E~iESS, 
FLEXI8ILITY ~NO OPtRATlONAL. li£SULTS OF Tim 9TH DIV P;P~OVI1D 
:1lASUtlAlJl..YAS COt~FID!WCE IN ITS ABU.ITlES It'JCREt\f.iED DURING THE 
4TH QUART[~ 69. E:~PLQYiY:ENT OF THE 9TH Dl V !is /l. ~OBILi! FOi\CE, 
OPERATING OUT OF ITS DTr:, I'1ARKS A SIai'UF!Ct'~lT STEP rOS.JARD HJ 
INCREt.SED .AflVN OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY. 

E. OENEilAJ.. RESi::RVE ..... ----...... -.... 
RE(}tJI:1tMZNTS FOn TifE: RVNPlr \!H~Nr~"'L REG!ftVl!: ~lILL SHORTLY 

E.XCEED ITS CAPAf!.H.ITY. ElV 15 ~PRI1.. 1970, ALl.IED LOS5 .. OF' F'U:X­
IE IJ..ITY RltSU1..TI NG ;RO:<>i us R£:DEPLOY~\1ENTS ~111 LL :¥JAKE I r EXt.~Er~ELY 
5!FFICULTTO RESPOND InTH GROUND CO:-'IBtlT FOJ·:CES 10 SUBSTl"NTH~L" 
£NE~iW IN! Tl ATt \lES IN I~JO Mm~rH;q!JLTAAJEOUSl. Y S~ICHt:S NO RTHEmJ 
AND SOUTHERN I COitP5, THE DEL:rtl OR INn! CORPS. 

F. AIR SUPPORT ' 
.-"41!1'---------. 
(1) QU~TE ASH);;:: FRC:'t1 AllY REDE.~LOY-·HWT CO~;SID.c:rU(rIONS 

'.:1HICH HAIlE. :1EOlJCED us i'IlMJEUIIER BATT!i} .• IONS BY ~e PERCEf.H, '3:JDQET 
R.::DUCTIONS MAilE IMPOSED A CUT OFOVEr\ ~~ P!j-:CENT HJR 5? AN;) 
TACAIR SOftTI!:!:) SH~CE 1 .JULY 69. nns H~G REJUCED ftl.L.IED CAPA8IL ... 
lTV TO RESfON:l TO MULTIPLE CONTI~~1!;;;::NCIES t,J! T;i 74i;$SED F!REPOKER. ;1AS;;ZD. 
AIR STRI!{ES HAVZ IN T!1E ?AS1 8£E;; rt~Z o~;ty m:AL~L.Ll£:} ?iWEi\vE ~ND 
wILL BECC"1f; INC,~E.ASINGLY rlpm\1~NT TO THE SUCCr.:S~ OF 1~1i:: \flETr~(.I;~I­
ZATlON, ?y\OCESS I":S us ?RESEr~CE IU 5iJN m:CR~~SES. nns SITuAtION !MS 
BEEN AGe~AIJA-TEO 'fly INC"1EflSErt nE'1ANf1;S FO ;~~;,,;I ~ snpPO~T FO R T~J£ fiOYr:L LAC 
GOVER~~MENr AR~E.J fOi1CiS IN rHEIn ATTL'1FT TO JE.!E.i' TH: NVI'.IPAT1{ET 
LAO CAMPAIGN IN NORTHE:liN LAOS. NV;.. ~i15POSITION IN L.AOS AND THEIR 
CONl'ROL or KlY LAOTION TERRITOI1Y HAVE A DIRECT I.Fn:CT eN THE ~AR IN 

. 8£ TREATE!) AS AN INTEGHAL PART OF THE £lvE~ 'S 
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SECTION FOUR OF SIX

D. IV CTZ

(1) IN IV CORPS. ENEMY CONTACTS HAVE DECREASED SOMEWHAT;
HOWEVER, THE FIVE ENEMY REGIMENTS WHICH HAVE MOVED INTO
NORTHERN AND WESTERN IV CORPS POSE A SERIOUS THREAT TO THE
CONSOLIDATION OF THE PACIFICATION EFFORT IN THE DELTA. THE ARVN/VNMC
AND TERRITORIAL FORCES HAVE PERFORMED WELL so FAR IN THEIR
CONTACTS WITH THESE NEU ENEMY FORMATIONS ; HOWEVER, THE ENEMY HAS
NOT YET MADE HIS MOVE. WHEN HE DOES, REINFORCEMENT BY ADDITIONAL
GENERAL RESERVE FORCES FROM III CORPS MAY WELL BE NECESSARY.
IN THIS EVENT, US TROOPS WILL BE NEEDED TO COVER FOR THOSE ARVN
FORCES DEPLOYED FROM III CORPS.

(2) THE 9TH AND THE 21ST ARVN DIVISIONS HAVE SHOWN
ENCOURAGING PROGRESS WHILE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 7TH DIV HAS
DETERIORATED IN THE 4TH QUARTER 69. IMPROVEMENT IS EXPECTED
IN THE 7TH DIV UNDER ITS NEW LEADERSHIP. THE AGGRESSIVENESS,
FLEXIBILITY AND OPERATIONAL RESULTS OF THE 9TH DIV IMPROVED
MEASURABLY AS CONFIDENCE IN ITS ABILITIES INCREASED DURING THE
4TH QUARTER 69. EMPLOYMENT OF THE 9TH DIV AS A MOBILI FORCE,
OPERATING OUT OF ITS DTA, MARKS A SIGNIFICANT STEP FOO JARD IN
INCREASED ARVN OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY.

E. GENERAL RESERVE

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RVNAF GENERAL RESERVE WILL SMORTLY
EXCEED ITS CAPABILITY. BY 15 APRIL 1976, ALLIED LOSS OF FLEX-
IBILITY RESULTING FROM US REDEPLOYMENTS WILL MAKE IT EXTREMELY
DIFFICULT TO RESPOND WITH GROUND CO-BAT FORCES TO SUBSTANTIAL
ENEMY INITIATIVES IN TWO AREAS SIMILTANEOUSLY SUCH AS NORTHERN
AND SOUTHERN I CORPS, THE DELTA OR IN III CO.PPS.

F. AIR SUPPORT

(1) QUITE ASIDE FROM ANY REDEPLOYMENT CONSIDERATIONS
WHICH HAVE REDUCED US MANEUVER BATTALIONS BY 30 PERCENT, SUDGET
REDUCTIONS HAVE IMPOSED A CUT OF OVER 23 PERCENT IN P 50 AND
TACAIR SORTIES SINCE 1 JULY 69. THIS HAS REDUCED ALLIED CAPABIL-
ITY TO RESPOND TO MULTIPLE CONTINGENCIES WITH MASSED FIREPOWER. MASSED
AIR STRIKES HAVE IN THE PAST BEEN THE ONLY REAL ALLIED RESERVE AND
WILL BECOME INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT TO THE SUCCESS OF THE VIETNAMI -

ZATION PROCESS AS US PRESENCE IN SUN DECREASES. THIS SITUATION HAS
BEEN AGGRAVATED BY INCREASED DEMANDS FO P AIR SUPPORT FOR THE ROYAL LAO
GOVERNMENT ARMED FORCES IN THEIR ATTEMPT TO DETER THE NVA/PATHET
LAC CAMPAIGN IN NORTHERN LAOS. NVA DISPOSITION IN LAOS AND THEIR
CONTROL OF KEY LAOTION TERRITORY HAVE A DIRECT EFFECT ON THE VAR IN
SVN AND MUST BE TREATED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE ENEMY 'S
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(2) THERE A:":E (~OW INDICl'TIO~$ THf-T lIa:)ITlONAL RIJOOEr CUTS 
\lILt. BE 1:1POS!!:D IN FY 11 t~tHICH '.'ILL h;::]~)CE ~~ fOlterS IU TH~ULtd~!) 
AND FURTHER REDUCE: 1352 SOi{rIL:S BY 14 :'::Y~Ct.:NT rt·,i!) 'fACtlIR SORTl£S BY 
22 PERCENT FRO;1 PrtESEtJ! L.EVELS. THIS A?PRCACI~. t<:OULD !'I!3t\NOO~ PiE 
"cur M~D r;qy" CONCEPT BY FIXING 1)£. ;:;:ZD;lCTIO);S ~qlrHOIJT f:C}:;~~HD TO THE 

.- -fiEl..mItlS~1tNrs,V1F-OSE:i}-B-'t·, TflE 'E;~_~:'lY,:SI11J~i1'r~ o~ THE- PA-e-:&-.OF VIE!tJr-,:~I­
ZATI0~J lntICH IS ep,n~F.RINC SPEED, G1i~\OUM .. LY ~.s \1n!'!p';'A~:;'::::S.E aPiPi::TE~~CE 
A~Jn CONFl!)E1~CE GRADUALLY DEVELOPS" IN ADDlnOt~, THE EXTENT OF TH,\£' 
IUs~ E:fr~fH THAT ~A!S :)IVERTED TO NORTHE'P~\l LtlOS DUl'UNG THi: ~ll L! Tr,l1Y 
~CTI0tl TH2fiE U} Fr.::3mj(,lf~Y , HICHLIBHTS 1HZ Gf\O~':H:G, D~,:'JG~}~ THAT ~rILt 
H~CU;-( IF AlR RCSOURCES t'1fHI. ARBITRARILY REX;!lCED BY \3r;,OOETi-,RY CO~~ZI\) .. 
EfMTICNS ~r THE VERY T1":2 THE ErJE\1Y I1AY l"£LL OECID;!: 10 ~1AKi!: r. ~1t\J\JR 
~ULlrA~Y TE5T OF VIETNA/llZATlON M;nA)~ FREt;::; ON IN lAOS TO TIP THE 
i).tl.lCAT~ ~'1U .. lrC;RY OAL.ANCri: H,;j -S01f-T-Hi!U:;f f.\'·SIA.Tr{;r REALITIES Of iiiil: 
CO:~B(~T SITUATIoN IN SOUTfii:PZT A5IA:1ILITATSS AGAUJST " REvUCTION OF 
Alrt UNITS IN THAI1.I\ND OR A RE1)UCnON IN AVAI LASt:': so RTIES PO R 
THE REM;O NS STATED r3ELOt~t: 

(Ii) 1HZ nS:STRUCTION OF [i~E:'1Y SgPFlIES B!FO RE THEY 
CAN BE f~fZOl1CHT TO BEAR P.CAI.NSr FRIENDLY FORCES .IN .f;VN IS ,~ pm:­
REcwlSITE ron ?lAINTAH~U;G THE p~c£ OF VIET,H\~'lI ZATIO~. THE INTf::R­
DICTION SrRATEGY IS TO AT"rt,CK ALL li:L[:l'JE~lTf, OF- THE Et~S~Y L.OGIZ1IC 
SYSTt!~1 f:JITIi rHE OBJECTIVE OF [\U:IN'ft~INl)lG CO;',\~TANT P:lESSURZ ON THE 
E:iEMY rr£SUPPLY EFFO?iS. ';.fHE~ tHE zm;:'llY A1'TE:1PTS TO :«)V!:: HIS, 
SUPPLIES AT NIG;iT, HI!; VEHICLE!:: :,m~ ~Tr~C'~ED. HHEN HE PAr.K5 THE 
VEHICL.tG Or;! STORES Tl-m SUPPLU:S TO HIDE FRO~1 ~\1 E Arlt:c~r DURniG 
THE uflY, THE TRUCK PAaFfS ArJD STOBtGE i\REtlS ARE $Ouerrr Qui (lND 
ATTACKEf). CCHIZTANt PRt~SURE IS K~p'r ON HIS loe·5 TO SLO&j JWD 
CH'MitJ~l.. HIS :vrOvE:'!1ENT THEREBY LtZNGTf.rENP~ THE fP1S HI S !3!JfPLI [5 
DESTINE!) FOR RVt,1 fiRE £}{POSED 10 ?ITTACK. ' 

(9) TACTI CAl. ~I R SOftTIES I~~ SOUTHEr,S! ASIA ARE 
m~DER A SINOLE \1AN!~GER, JEPCOMUS:'lACV FO I~ AI R, T~HICH PROVI DES n"!E 
FLEKlBU.ITY OF ALLOCArH~G AIR ASSETS TO THE KIGaESr PRIORITY 
TARGETS. OF.. tlECESSl TV, O?EH .. ,\TlCH;S ,~RE CONSl'Af~rLY vr,au:n fO 
1!~TERACTION (;rITH THE: E}I£:1Y. PREPLANt~EO 50 RTIE9 AGAINST [N[~Y 
CONCENTRATtOtJS UJ fiV;; DENY HIM THE Hnrl~T!VE t DiSRuPT !1lE' p~.(.\mn~lG, 
FORct HI~ TO Tt.KE EXTENSI\I::;: PROTECTIvE: 11Et,s(JYlES, ?:i:::.ilRCY JUS 
;1ATERI~L A,NO KILL. HIS PJi:RSONNct. TNG r:~!JEDIATE ~.!R SUPPORT. 
SO~TIES Hti'JE i3EtUJ ONE OF THE :vlCsr nESPONSIVE MEM;S OF FInE SlJPPORi 
FOR TROOPS IN co tHtIcr • HOPZW;R , If SOHiIES t';ERE f;CPUC;:W TO A 
POINT ~1!~U\l! TH£~E A1U: OiJL'i 5UFFICU~:JT SOnrI[S P:W:ILIlGLE FOR 
rnoops IN CONTACT, THE Em:~w t,!OUL!J BE t\LLCpE.n TO' CH1CUP HIS FOi~CE5, 

_:;fli)VE M~D ASSE:1!3L2 HIS ~'JUPPLI£S A;JD ctf!HtE rrHEUY::LY FOF{C2!:: t')T H IG 
DISCRETION. ,SUJCZ '~LLl£n C~SUALTIES t\m~ :'1Aiir<EDLY HIGliE:l D'JP.H~:, 
i"lASSED ENEzt1Y J\ TrACKS, TiiE. A!:! lLI1,( TO PHEV2tn SUC~f t1TAC!(S' IS 
A CRITICAl. EL.E{1i::NT ltv t~H.JIlflIzu~e FIRiWDl..Y LOSSE$ £5PECIAl.L'f 
Durn:JG THE P;~{\SZ toWN OF uS FOfiCEZ. HJT£L.LI~ENcE\ ESrr1f.lTEt: 
-i!l~,Jtoo-' !~nlCtltI(}'N~Or-.ty--stftrt{p- r1tr-CLINf '~I rJ ~'NE;~rS-l?:t~~6f1! l~q tHi'::-FORf­
SEEABLE FUTURE 'iHILE us rOHCES Ali::: ':E'LL rLro A RF.r);;:PLQY"l~:~T 
PH~SItiCi ~mICH ~1AY CONTINUE rOF; SO~1.E 'n:qr;. rtur.: 'RE-9-UCTION IN ~.s 
{'ROUHD CO""Pl"T po·tJr. n 'II''''''·'S F"""-n ""'-iI"\'J~·r .. PJ\T~r.l· J",'r; L" -,.. "·Rt'" I'U'" R'I" ... ' .'.~ >1 ... .,'1 iI l.·~H :-f::'t,~>r t..ut.:lt ;~~','t...". ,J1..v . ,.1 a'\~" ,,~'. ~.t'l''¥L· !:.,:.~ ... ""; t"4"~4:"~l;:)' ·!;':-It..;' 

THE PEEeENCE OF Uc. FORCES IS FELT. PREPLfiN:~r::C, t,IR "TrACK SORTIES 
ARE Ni:C:£SSARY TO f1AINTAIN us PREG£LJCE, EOTl1l1S A PSYCHOLOGI~AL LIFt 
'OR RVNAF AND AS It REAL. DETERi?ENT TO £NP1Y ACTI VI ty • 
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(2) THERE ARE NOW INDICATIONS THAT ADDITIONAL BUDGET CUTS
WILL BE IMPOSED IN FY 71 WHICH WILL REDUCE US FORCES IN THAILAND
AND FURTHER REDUCE 350 SORTIES EY 14 PERCENT AND TACAIR SORTIES BY
22 PERCENT FROM PRESENT LEVELS. THIS APPROACH WOULD ABANDON THE
"CUT AND TRY" CONCEPT BY FIXING US REDUCTIONS WITHOUT REGARD TO THE
REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY THE ENEMY SITUATION OR THE PAGE.OF VIETNAMI
ZATION WHICH IS EATHERING SPEED GRADUALLY AS VIETNALUSE COMPETENCE
AND CONFIDENCE GRADUALLY DEVELOPS. IN ADDITION, THE EXTENT OF THE
AIR EFFORT THAT WAS DIVERTED TO NORTHERN LAOS DURING THE MILITARY
ACTION THERE IN FEBRUARY, HIGHLIGHTS THE GROWING DANGER THAT WILL
INCUR IF AIR RESOURCES ARE ARBITRARILY REDUCED BY BUDGETARY CONSID-
ERATIONS AT THE VERY TIME THE ENEMY MAY VELL DECIDE TO MAKE A MAJOR
MILITARY TEST OF VIETNAMIZATION AND/OR PRESS ON IN LAGS TO TIP THE
DELICATE MILITARY BALANCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. THE REALITIES OF THE
COMBAT SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA MILITATES AGAINST A REDUCTION OF
AIR UNITS IN THAILAND OR A REDUCTION IN AVAILABLE SORTIES FOR
THE REASONS STATED BELOW:

(A) THE DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY SUPPLIES BEFORE THEY
CAN BE BROUGHT TO BEAR AGAINST FRIENDLY FORCES IN SVN IS a PRE-
REQUISITE FOR MAINTAINING THE FACE OF VIETNAMIZATION. THE INTER-
DICTION STRATEGY IS TO ATTACK ALL ELEMENTS OF THE ENEMY LOGISTIC
SYSTEM WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF MAINTAINING CONSTANT PRESSURE ON THE
ENEMY RESUPPLY EFFORTS. WHEN THE ENERY ATTEMPTS TO MOVE HIS
SUPPLIES AT NIGHT, HIS VEHICLES ARE ATTACKED. WHEN HE PARKS THE
VEHICLES OR STORES THE SUPPLIES TO HIDE FROM AIR ATTACK DURING
THE DAY, THE TRUCK PARKS AND STORAGE AREAS ARE SOUGHT OUT AND
ATTACKED. CONSTANT PRESSURE IS KSPT ON HIS LOC 'S TO SLOW AND
CHANNEL HIS MO VEMENT THEREBY LENGTHENING THE TIME HIS SUPPLIES
DESTINED FOR RVN ARE EXPOSED TO ATTACK.

(B) TACTICAL AIR SORTIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA ARE
UNDER A SINGLE MANAGER, DEPCOMUSMACV FOR AIR, WHICH PROVIDES THE
FLEXIBILITY OF ALLOCATING AIR ASSETS TO THE HIGHEST PRIORITY
TARGETS. OF NECESSITY, OPERATIONS ARE CONSTANTLY VARIED TO
INTERACTION WITH THE ENEMY. PREPLANNED SORTIES AGAINST ENEMY
CONCENTRATIONS IN RVN DENY MIM THE INITIATIVE, DISRUPT HIS PLANNING,
FORCE HIM TO TAKE EXTENSIVE PROTECTIVE MEASURES, DESTROY HIS
MATERIAL AND KILL HIS PERSONNEL. THE IMMEDIATE AIR SUPPORT
SORTIES HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE MOST RESPONSIVE MEANS OF FIRE SUPPORT
FOR TROOPS IN CONTACT. HOWEVER, IF SORTIES WERE REDUCED TO A
POINT WHERE THERE ARE ONLY SUFFICIENT SORTIES AVAILABLE FOR
TROOPS IN CONTACT, THE ENEMY WOULD BE ALLOWED TO C RC UP HIS FORCES,
MOVE AND ASSEMBLE HIS SUPPLIES AND STRIKE FRIENDLY FORCES AT HIS
DISCRETION. SINCE ALLIED CASUALTIES ARE MARKEDLY HIGHER DURING
MASSED ENEMY ATTACKS, THE ABILITY TO PREVENT SUCH ATTACKS IS
A CRITICAL ELEMENT IN MINIMIZING FIRENDLY LOSSES ESPECIALLY
DURING THE PHASE DOWN OF US FORCES. INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATES
GIVE NO INDICATION OF SNARP DECLINE THE FORE-
SEEABLE FUTURE WHILE US FORCES ARE MELL INTO A RE.DEPLOYMENT
PHASING WHICH MAY CONTINUE FOR SOME TIME. THIS REDUCTION IN us
GROUND COMBAT POWER MEANS FEVER GROUND PATROLS (AND LESS AREAS WHERE
THE PRESENCE OF us FORCES IS FELT. PREPLANNED AIR ATTACK SORTIES
ARE NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN US PRESENCE, 50TH AS A PSYCHOLOGICAL LIFT
FOR RUNAF AND AS A REAL DETERRENT TO ENEMY ACTIVITY.
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(3) J.;;;;ya~D I:!} APRIl. 1~7id, ~O Hi:.PEI~r NO rURIH;;.R li"JUCrlO:~ 
If~ B52 SIRlK~S uft us",;, MID ~5fj AIl'kCKnt 1.GHlc.fl SOd&: li.:.S CiH" a.:. SUS­
TAIN~IJ iUKOu1' tAKINGIH~ SiRIOUS HlSKSOf l~iCR.!.fiSI:)G US AI;}/) i,LLl!.;.;) 
CASUAL.!I~S I4S wc.1.l.. AS ~tHJCINO r~ CAP1>i.SlL.UY to f'ri~;;;.t'~PI·, Di.:,A'id', 0.1 
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HOWlJ:VEi~. 11' HAS (Hi il.;,i-tv P OSSlai;.{ 0 i~DUCi IHo;. 1..0G15i les SUPP(1~I 
MISSl o~.s P I(~ OitI 1 O!9Ai &:J.. Y. ...XP~ fill.!. rlCl.l.HAS pr~OV/.;;.N HHH Ii 0l..1.. -ijP 
\1>I:,;RAIICNS C'"'U~ A ~'lAJOI' SUfiG.;. IfJ WORKlOAD OVeR /·<'iD .,.6OVi:, 
OOnf1Ai.. (tlISSIOl~S DuhlN:J ",ltD l-'!FTl:.R t,.':',CH rtt.D~PLOYi1"'ln PIi."S..;.. THIS 
ADDITI QHil .. \TI ORKt. OAi) 11~V a.. VEe r it.. 1 URl~"U~, CL.~H;SlFl C, .. I 1. Q'~, i~4\ 11:1' t;; IJ­
AMeli: A\~O DlSPOSlIl\l~ OF i.QUIPPk.c.Nr f,~JO StlPPl..I",p. Pffi,.PAli/fli 10(>( 
A tWO Ril:Lll:ASI.!. (f' l.'.ItlVIPa1i;n' AND ';4Cll..Irl~S to RVIJ.~f' •. AN4) R.;.LOC~~II0;~ 
IF .. Ae l1.II U; S il~ UHiV ~iC AI Ii:. D. 1 ~J t M;i C H Si.!., Or it.:., YSI 011:. £it U ... JA Y :r HIS 
WILL. ANOUJI 10 So."t,i 12tvt~l4IiJ lI.:.NS OF :::;QUIPi11::(;r i'0 8.:.. PROCJ.:.5S.i.J 
f)/ iJ5AR'J Al.O:~o:. ANi) we.~~ l~ (;Q\1PtWY NO ... tHS OF L.1~Gl{L,;.:.ii C:FFO:H liJ 
'lHE TRArUiFi:R/Ri.LI£AIlOi'i OF FHCILlIlii.g. 'nL.:.l~," IS HLSO'~ CUI~t'':'fH­
~Kl.OG fF SiltSi:. 15,1iJ;;J1lJ S}!uni ro;j5 OF ni.:.HiOGI1~D~ l·jHIL:.iUAl,. AI l)i;:~;,~NG 
PORI _IU\:11 ~11..L. & PRQ:;&:.S$..i) a..IWt::';'I~ uew fir~j,) Mt~Y. 

'2) lkii fiR.'1Y SIJPP01U SIRUCrU,llE 15 ORGMl1l.LU L~ijGc.i..Y o:~ 
~f ARi!:A BASIS. l'~ ~OUCl~~G 1HIS SUPPOl-J, S!RUC{UR ... , Tfi.;. 
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(3) 38 YOV D 13 APRIL 1973, NO REPEAT NO FURTHER REDUCTION
IN B52 STRIKES OR USAF AND USN ATTACK/FIGHTER SORTIES CAN a sus-
TAINED WITHOUT TAKING THE SERIOUS RISKS OF INCREASING US AND ALLIED
CASUALIIES AS WELL AS REDUCING THE CAPABILITY TO PREEMPI, DETER OR
DEFEAT ENEMY INITIATIVES AS THEY DLVELOP. BATTLES AT BEN HEI/
DAK TO AND 30 PRANG/DUC LAP HAVE DEMONSTRATED THAT ADDQUATE AND
TIMELY APPLICATION OF AIR SUPPORT IS IHL Decisive FACTOR IN
MINIMIZING ALLIED CASUALTIES AND DEFEATING WELL AND WELL-
TRAINED NVA FORCES CLOSE THEIR SANCTURRIES.

G. LOGISTIC CONSIDERATIONS
(1) THE REDEPLOYMENT OF LOGISTIC SUPPORT FORCES H.S

GENERALLY KEPT PACE WITH THE OVEHALL STRENGTH REDUCTION IN VILTHOM.
HOWEVER, IT HAS N or BLEN POSSIEL TO REDUCE THE LOGISTICS SUPPORT
MISSIONS PROP ORIIONATEL EXPERIENCE HAS PROVEN THAT ROLL-UP
OPERATIONS CAUSE A MAJOR SURG IN WORKLOAD OVER AND BOVE
NORMAL MISSIONS DURING AND AFTER CACH REDEPLOYMENT PHASE. THIS
ADDITIONAL WORKLOAD INVOLVES IH_ TURN-IN CLASSIFICATIO MAINTER-
ANCE AND DISPOSITION OF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES, PRIPARATION
AND RELEASE OF EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES TO RVWAF, AND RELOCATION
JF FACILITIES BEING VACATED. IN THE case OF KLYSTONE BLU-JAY THIS
WILL AMOUNT 10 SOME 12a,bow ITEMS OF EQUIPMENT TO B PROCESSED
a USA RV ALOVE AND WER 13 COMPANY MONTHS OF LNGISLER EFFORT In
THE IRANSPER/RELOCAIION OF FACILITIES. THERE IS ALSO A CURRENT
BACKLOG OF SOME 16,000 SHORT TONS OF RETROGRADE MATERIAL AT DANANG
PORT WHICH WILL Sh PROCESSED BETWEEN HOW AND MAY.

(2) THE ARMY SUPPORT STRUCTURE IS ORGANIZED LARGELY ON
All AREA BASIS. IN REDUCING THIS SUPPORT STRUCTURE, THe
ELIMINALION /REDUCTION OF BASLS AND G. OGRAPHICAL AREAS OF RESPOI-
SIBILITY IS MORE IMP ORI ANI I HAW REDUCING THE NUMBER OF TROOPS
SUPPORTED. IN MOST ARLAS IH VILINAMIZATION PROCESS H.S NOT HeD
SUFFICIENT TIME TO PERMIT THE DISCLIDATION OF US FORCES SINC
THEIR PRESENCE PROVIDES THE REQUIRED STIFFERING I F FLUENCE TO RVWAF
AT THIS STAGE IF THE PROCESS.

(3) WITH THE ASSUMPTION OF COMMON SERVICE SUPPORT Ib
I CIZ, USARV IS FACED WITH will INCREASE I . SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS.
1ST LOGISTICS C OMMAND, FOR EXAMPLE, WILL Be REQUIRED TO RELOCAIL
ALM OST 2000 PERSONNEL INIO I CTZ BY 1 JULY IO ASSUM THIS
MISSION. REQUIREMENTS FOR ARMY AVIATION, ENGINEER, MEDICAL, MP,
AND SIGIAL SUPP ORI ARE ALSO INCREASED. WITH TH.. ALRRADY THINLY
SPREAD SUPP ORI ASSLIS AND INCREASED RESPONSIBILITIES FURTHER
REDEPLOYMENT OF USA RV SUPPORT FORCES WILL HAVE 10 in CAREFULLY
LIMITED UN I LL SUBSIANIIAL REDUCTIONS ARE M-DL I. THE OVERALL

STRUCTURE OR UNIIL FURTHER PROGRESS IS MADE IN CLOSING
ELIMMAI I W G AND REDUCING AREAS OF SUPPORT RESPONSIBILITY.
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() A ~f(.1.AI }i&:.1( AFIJ!.A ?HAS" 3 iu::1)Pl.OYi'ii:.fJIS ill OULD Pl...iH1H, 
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A. IHe: PIt~lFlCArlO;* PR03HAM CUiJ!INUcS fO SHOiJ IMPiiOVa.::.N.:.rSI .. 
SUlCi:: IH1:. iHf\·iL;UCIiif.. i14UING (Pi:.liCi:.(H ~.:Jc) PRODUCc.J dY fM4:- fL:.W 
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,&AAl\~l;Hi HAS tlc.Gu.~ YeH 7,1'j, OF Hit. PHOPOSt;;1l 6i;;1,~iO~ l..<!.(.J':'liS OF 
itESE tli.:ANS. HilS PROGiiAlI'l WILL B.:. N\)l~U O~k.p CAR~~·Ul..L.Y SVJCe 
THi..Sii iH.Y' ItHt; BIEt4f'l ,1i.:.M& 115 WIl.L &. RVi AS ell.. IL.l;. ['45 Ii If H OUi 
CaIP£fJSAllULAi~D I,Hi.£lR PSvl' DurlSS Wll.L 'IAKi:. IOO ~UCH IHk. 
AwAY' RQ.1j N O~~AL. P URsun s. . 

D. l'HlI; NiJ,"fjdl:.R 00' vel ~i:.UrRliL.lZ~D 11» J:.',,;UAR't (a~UIRAi..ll;c.i) 
INCLUDeS ,i( n.L~ 0, RA1..1..1i..D AND Si.:-lrIit. t'lCLD l' 0 Or;c. Y'-i~R OF tH]ll;..) IS 
Wllt~ 420 F'r,ON tH~ Di.Ci;.I'li3i.R 19~~ 10r~1.. OF 1631. THIS IS 
ATIRIJUIAfLt: Iv IH" Rt;Cil'liL.''i c.sr;"LLlSHl;..D CRH~H14 IHit:.H!.:.SY ,.~ 
CAP IUfU:.})·VC1 ('lUSi S:' s..tHi,.£JC~D 1'0 N rillJlMliN OF 0;/,- Y.:.Aa I\'J PiilS~ 
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(4) BY 00 JUNE 1970 APPROXIMAILLY as PERCENT OF I Has US.
CONBAI C RAF I WILL HAVE BEEN TURNED OVER 10 THE V N.N. HOWEVER,
THE CURRENT INADEQUACY OF The VIN LOGIST IC SYSTEM REQUIRE
RETENTION OF ASSENTIAL US SUPPORT FORCES UNI IL THE VNN BECOMES
LOGISTICALLY SELF-SUFF ICIENT.

(5) A BREATHER AFTER PHASE 3 REDPLOYMENTS WOULD PERMIT.
THE REDUCTION OF THE RET ROGRADE 41 DANANG, CONSOLIDATION OF ARMY
COINON SERVICE SUPPORT AND ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW LOCS AND LOGIST 1
ARRAW GENENIS IN I C ORPS IN PREPARATION FOR FUTURE US REDEPLOYMENTS,
PACIFICATION,

A. THE PACIF ICATION PROGRAM CONTINUES TO SHOW IMPROVEMB.
SINCE THE NUMERICAL RATING (PERCENT ABC) PRODUCED BY I He NEW
HES, IMPLEMENTED ON 1 JANUARY, IS BASED ON DIFFERENT CRITERIA
IHAN THAI PREVIOUSLY USED, 11 WILL BE LATE APRIL BEFORE MEANING-
FUL TRENDS BASED ON THE NEW HES CAN a DETERMINED.

3. THE NUMBER OF RALLIERS HeS RETURNED TO THE DECEMBER 1969
LEVEL OF APPROXIMATELY Gow PER WEEK AFTER THE EXPECTED SHARP DR OP OFF
DURING THE IET HOLIDAYS.

C. THE P SDF CONTINU TO BE TARGETED BY THe ENEMY, PARTICULARLY
IN III AND IV C ORPS. TO UP GRADE THEIR COMBAI CAPABILITY, THe GVN
IS ORGANIZING 15, But 35-MAN UNITS CALLED INTERTEAMS. SPECIAL
TRAINING HAS BE GUN FOR 7,793 OF THE PROPOSED 60,000 LEADERS OF
THESE TEAMS. THIS PROGRAM WILL BE MONITORED CARLFULLY SINCE
THE SE KEY INTERTEAN MEMBERS WILL SERVE AS CILILIANS WITHOUT
COMPENSATION AND THEIR PSDF DUTIES WILL TAKE 100 MUCH TIME
AWAY F RON N ORMAL PURSUITS.

D. THE NUMBER OF VCI NEUTRALIZED IN JANUARY
INCLUDES KILLED, RALLIED AND SENTENCED TO ONE YEAR OF M ORE) IS
DOWN 420 FROM THE DECEMBER 1969 TOTAL OF 1637. THIS IS
ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE RECENTLY ESTABLISHED CRITERIA WHERESY
CAPTURED VCI MUST BL SENTLINCED 10 A MINIMUM OF One YEAR IN PRISON
BEF ORE HE CAN BE CONSIDERED NEDTRALIZED. HW ADDITIONAL 691
WERE CAPTURED IN JANUARY AND ARE AWAITING TRIAL.

E. MANY PROVINCES HAVE rePORTED INCREASED ASSASSINAMO AND
ABDUCTION ATTEMPTS DURING JANUARY DIRECTED TOWARD PSDF AND
VILLAGE/ HAMLET OFFICIALS. THERE ALSO APPEARS TO BL INCRESSING
VC REC RUITMENT OF YOUN G BOYS AND GIRLS, IN AN APPARENT ATTEMPT
TO REINF ORCE THE INFRAST RUCTURE.

HTOP SECRET
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9. RVtU'.F EFFECTI "'ENESS 

--~ ~-y------------

A. THERE IS NO SIGNIFICA~r CHAr~GZ 'IN THE SI!iJArl0~~ Afl I1EPORTSn ON 
~6 JMJ. ~JO DEGRADATION Ii'1THZ: G:Ut.LITY OR COr:2AT EffEcnV;:[~ESS OF ?'!VW\r 
UNITS HAS BEE~~ CAUSED elY NO;>J -AVAILABILITY OF E.OUIP:1E:NT. DESERTIONS 
CONTI NtiE TOPE A l~AJOR PERsor~NEL PfiOBLE:1. fOR HVNilF MJ A ~HOLE. THIT 
I~VERr-,3E f'!ONTHLY DESERTIOt,: DRor;>pE!) FRO:'" 15.4 PER U%&: ASSlGtJSD n;: 
196810 11.5 I~ 1969. ~LTHCUGH DIVISIONS N1:) SEPARf',1£ RECI:IJE:NTS 
A'J£RAG2:D 3~.2 PER H;0e ID, DE.C €9. t\RViI) UNITS "':5 Po ~!i-IOL£ SiGNlfH~MHLY 
I:1PfiOVE9 ~:~ITH THE DEGEnriOf.J RArE tOt:2:FfED fRO:'1J 11.7 fEt'r 120£: D5SIG:~tD 
IN 19GB TO 14.9 IN 1969. CONSIIJEl?f\Bl,fi: ?ROG'R~SSHI\G BEEi\l "lADE BY THE 
JGS AND :'lAGV IN lINDErtsrA~DIN3 nm DC'S£RTION PR02l..E>'! ~s MF.:t~NVKifUL 
PROGRAf'1S CONTINUE TO 13£ 'OS:VE.LOPEiJ. 

n. RAP 10 :10BILlZ4TrO£J OF' 1301'#1 i1:VNAF' A0J!J P,4RA!'rlILlir:RY FO RC;::S HAS 
STRETCHED THE SUPPLY Of CAPf.!t3U£ LEADERS. FURTHER pr1)(li~A'7"iED EKPrNSIOC~ 
Of FO RCES (,rILL CUT DEi::PLY I~TO THE 1.I'~1 n:o ~m~1BEHS OF Ta;,INED i"I~D 
CO~Bt\T ri:XPEIHi::NC£O PERSOtlNE1.. IN Uiurs, NITH rtf£ SHOf(ff\GE OF CFf'IClRS 
A[W NCO ·5 P01!NTIALLY PicUn:. !\'1PFiOVEM2IJT I~: CONSTRAI\~ED 2Y nu: LARGE 
PROPOiUION OF JW~,lLtiB1..E TAtEi:~T THAt IS CO!,lCEt~TnATE)) HJ EtITE OR0MJ­
IZATIONS SUCH AS 111£ Vl'lt'.F. t,!I TH IN flRVW IJ~aTS, A LEADE!1SHIP ZVALlJ~ TIO~~ 
I~'J Ffi:3RUtS~Y 1 :>7€ OF THi:: 243 OFFICERS CO~'~MmI;~C Dl VI!jION j HEG FiE~~TS 
AND BATTALI0N5 5HO',,~S THAT 5$1 P~RCENT Aft:!: f130VS {\/'JERf:!GE IN LEt\JEBSHIP 
QUALI112S, 23 PERCENT AVERAGE AND 13 PERCE{a gELO~ P\lI:::ft~GE. FIVE PER­
CENT ~iERE RECENTLY ASSICNED AND COULD i~or BIi: RAT~D AT nns Tlf:1E. 

c. Ai~VN 
165 OF' 1HZ 18G flIWN IVN"1C HJFMvTRY SP,TTALIONS AND t.R~ORr.:J 

CtiVALI:(Y SQUADRONS lf~VE 8~EN ce~'13At TF.ST~n JiG(!lNST £NE~W UiiiITS Or 
f)LATOOtJ Of( SMALLER SIZE IN CONTACTS OF SHonT DURATION. CO~JTACTS 
REQUI RL~a THE E~\1PJ..OYl;mNT Of ARVN FonCES L.ARCEn THAN CO'ljPANY tlND 
BA rT,~LION H'P.vt PtE.'rf -m~ RECENT1.Y. e£v;:t,;TV p:~C'ENr OF· TH[ Mrvt~ 
9ATTALIONS ARt: CONSIDE:lE.J TO BE I~PFCVI'~ fir;:; ONLY it ?L=iCENT F~-­
GRESSING • 
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A- '7-

DECLASSIFIED 

:tf/.3 

DECLASSIFIED

0 0512272 ZYH ZFF
pe ME TOWNSEND COFS MACV SAIGON
TO GEN BROWN CMDP 7AF TAN SON NRUT
LTC MILDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH
VADM ZINWALT COMWAVFORV SAIGON

RECEIVED
LTG NICKERSON CG III MAF DANANG
LTG COLLINS CS I FFORCEV NHA TRANG 6

MAR P.M.INFO LTG ZAIS CO XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
1970MO MILOY DCG II FFORCEV LONG BINH

NO MCCOWN CG DMAC CAN THO
ZEM
TOPSECRET CLOSE HOLD!!! MAC 2946 EYES ONLY
SECTION SIX OF SIX
9. RUNAF EFFECTIVENESS

A. THERE IS NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE SITUATION AS REPORTED ON
26 JAN. NO DEGRADATION IN THE QUALITY OR COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS OF RVNAF
UNITS HAS BEEN CAUSED ar NON-AVAILABILITY OF EQUIPMENT. DESERTIONS
CONTINUE TO BE A MAJOR PERSONNEL PROBLEM. FOR RVNAF AS A WHOLE, THE
AVERAGE MONTHLY DESERTION DROPPED FROM 15. 4 PER 1000 ASSIGNED IN
1963 TO 11.5 IN 1969. ALTHOUGH DIVISIONS AND SEPARATE RECIMENTS
AVERAGED 32.2 PER 1002 IN DEC 69, ARVN UNITS AS A WHOLE SIGNIFICANTLY
IMPROVED WITH THE DECERTION RATE LOVERED FROM 17.7 PER 1900 ASSIGNED
IN 1968 TO 14.9 IN 1969. CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE BY THE
JGS AND MAGV IN UNDERSTANDING THE DESERTION PROBLEM AS MEANINGFUL
PROGRAMS CONTINUE TO BE DEVELOPED.

D. RAPID MOBILIZATION OF BOTH RVNAF AND PARAMILITARY FORCES HAS
STRETCHED THE SUPPLY OF CAPABLE LEADERS. FURTHER PROGRATTED EXPANSION
OF FORCES WILL CUT DEEPLY INTO THE LIMITED NUMBERS OF TRAINED AND
COMBAT EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL IN UNITS, WITH THE SHORTAGE OF OFFICERS
AND NCO'S POTENTIALLY ACUTE. IMPROVEMENT IS CONSTRAINED SY THE LARGE
PROPORTION OF AVAILABLE TALENT THAT IS CONCENTRATED IN ELITE ORGAN-
IZATIONS SUCH AS THE VWAF. WITHIN ARVN UNITS, A LEADERSHIP EVALUATION
IN FEBRUARY 1970 OF THE 243 OFFICERS COMMANDING DIVISION, REGIMENTS
AND BATTALIONS SHOWS THAT 59 PERCENT ARE ABOVE AVERAGE IN LEADERSHIP
QUALITIES, 23 PERCENT AVERAGE AND 13 PERCENT BELOW AVERAGE. FIVE PER-
CENT WERE RECENTLY ASSIGNED AND COULD NOT BE RATED AT THIS TIME.

C. ARVN
165 OF THE 186 ARVN/VNMC INFANTRY BATTALIONS AND ARMORED

CAVALRY SQUADRONS HAVE BEEN COMBAT TESTED AGAINST ENEMY UNITS 07
PLATOON OR SMALLER SIZE IN CONTACTS OF SHORT DURATION. CONTACTS
REQUIRING THE EMPLOYMENT OF ARVN FORCES LARGER THAN COMPANY AND
BATTALION HAVE PEEN FEV RECENTLY. SEVENTY PERCENT OF THE ARVN
BATTALIONS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE IMPROVING AND ONLY 4 PERCENT PE-
GRESSING.
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:J. VNN 
VNt~ EXPANSION IS COrnlNUINB TO PROGRSSS Oi~ or. AHtM) OF SC~itDULE. 

lil"f:t US ADVISORY ASSIS1MJCE IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE VNN t!ILL 8E 
CAPABl.E OF ASSUi1H;S I'l.l.. ~'ATi1F1BOflNE C01'fS~r ::-llSSIONS EXCSPT m~Cm~VE.N­
TrONAL. I\'ARFARE BY JMJUARY 1971. PROBl.E~~S Cot~rINUE TO EXIST IN LOO­
lSTrcs. LEADERZHIP, Coc1:1U~lcAtIO:>JS Arm PtR50tiNtL IHt:UNISTRP.TICN It, 
5I"'IULAR to THOSE: FACE;) IN OTHEfl SE:r?VICEG. tJONE IS COfiJSI ~)ERED n':SUR­
"10UNl''A?LE. 

E. VNf.\f 
THE: INCF!f:ASZ I,~>J' THS NU~8EJI OF VtMF ~U}WHAFT 15 PROCEEDING M3 

SCHEDULED. m:CiNTLY ,VWW HAS Sf{OlrlN M~ l~l?ROvr:"iE~,jT !~ TOTAL NU~~£t? 
or HOUriS FLo~m .mEY, 'PHOVU)l.:;) A?PROXI1VJATtLY 27 PERC[i~T oymE: 
ATTACl{ IFlcnrrtRsoRTIEZ FLOH:~ IN sauin VIETNA:'i rm~:WG THE 4TH ~WMH'ER 
~9. PRliAHY \~'EAI(N::SSES CONTINUE H3 AREAS OF ~lDnLE 'Ilt\Nf"E,S:"'lENl PE'KSON­
NEL. LACK OF- SKILLED n:Cl-UHCAL PERZOtJtiEL M3D J.\ CONCENTRfiTIOtJ OF 

DECISION- r1AKING AT VNAF HEAODUARTl::liS, 
r. n:fmITORIAL FORCES 

SINCE THE JANUARY A3SESS"1ENT, nEFf': , ~f.l NEt,' fir C~'flPf.NIZ~ IMVE: 
~a:~J O'i{~~Nfn:t;-~"-A" -nl!SUl.:r---o-r"Cl'JZ-CCli'i\t:.'jG10 i'J ~ "Ar.:-f!D!J!T:mmu::- -1-5 -PF 
PLATOONS HAvS CQ'1pt.:::rf.D THEIR TRAI:vIHG AND HAVE: \~SEN DEPlOYEO. THE: 
TRAININC OF ~J~I-,n.Y ORGA;UZSD RF PJM} ?F UlHTS IS AHEAD OF :;';C!!EJULE. 
TKE. .~U"1BEH OF ARVN Dt.'T!l\lIONS I~ l:nmZ:CT !iUPPO fIr G-F pr.CIFICA nON 
R::'1AINED AT S[\ji::NTr::El~ '(7), THE Civa IS GOING f,>K£Au HITH ?L!\NS 10 
~J:L£AS1t THESE mHrs rf:O'iJ J'ACIFICATI"l~ SUPPORT BY REPlPCING THE:1 ~'I TH 
HF BY 1 JUl.Y 1970. . 

G. OVERALl., RV:tAr 1;1pnOVZ?1EfJl' t\~m ~'1ODERNIZATION ?ROGRAi'lS RE:'1¢.J~ 
GENERALLY ON OR .AHEAD OF' SCHE:DW .. E. HOHEVER, fJIGNIF ICI\~~1 ?KOCRE,:;S 
IN ?AClflCATlotl Al\lO VI.i::TW\:IJlZATlml PKOGRP,"lS COUl.D BE r-lNTICIP~t£D 
FRO.., A SUBSTANtIAl. I;'ilPROlJE!l£NT IN THE OPERATIONAL £FFECTIVEr~ESg 
Of 1HENA IONAl. POLICE .nND TERI11 TO Rlf.}l. FORC[S. UHOS£ TRAINING AND 
SUPERVISIOti HAilE BEeN H~;1Pr:RED PlY 'mE rUlp 1l) FORCE EXPM~SIONS. 

sso 'NO it: : D~LI \lE.? ;JURI NG DUTY HO '.!RS , 

gU THI S11~(ll)AUE ~I,IUI RES ACCOUNTAB i~ flOP" Sis C'R ET 
"'-.. .-",.-""".4.:;. ~'" ,--....:.WP...,Y..5 Qf ... <r. _ ........ ~~-......... -..... -----'~--.. ~"". 
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D. VNN
VAN EXPANSION IS CONTINUING TO PROGRESS ON OR AHEAD OF SCHEDULE.

WITH US ADVISORY ASSISTANCE IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT THE VNN WILL BE
CAPABLE OF ASSUMING ALL WATERBORNE COMBAT MISSIONS EXCEPT UNCONVEN-
TIONAL WARFARE BY JANUARY 1971. PROBLEMS CONTINUE TO EXIST IN LOG-
ISTICS, LEADERSHIP, COMMUNICATIONS AND PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION
SIMULAR TO THOSE FACED IN OTHER SERVICES, NONE IS CONSIDERED INSUR-
MOUNTABLE.

E. VNAF
THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF VNAF AIRCRAFT IS PROCEEDING AS

SCHEDULED. RECENTLY, VNAF HAS SHOWN AN IMPROVEMENT IN TOTAL NUMBER
OF HOURS FLOWN. THEY PROVIDED APPROXIMATELY 27 PERCENT OF THE
ATTACK/FIGHTER SORTIES FLOWN IN SOUTH VIETNAM DURING THE 4TH QUARTER
69. PRIMARY WEARNESSES CONTINUE IN AREAS OF MIDDLE MANAGEMENT PERSON-
NEL, LACK OF SKILLED TECHNICAL PERSONNEL AND A CONCENTRATION OF

DECISION- MAKING AT VNAF HEADQUARTERS.
F. TERRITORIAL FORCES

SINCE THE JANUARY ASSESSMENT, REFA, 28 NEW RF COMPANIES HAVE
BEEN ORGANIZED AS A RESULT OF CIDE CONVERSION. AT ADDITIONAL 15 PF
PLATOONS HAVE COMPLETED THEIR TRAINING AND HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED. THE
TRAINING OF NEWLY ORGANIZED RF AND PF UNITS 1S AHEAD OF SCHEDULE.
THE NUMBER OF ARVN BATTALIONS IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF PACIFICATION
REMAINED AT SEVENTEEN (17). THE GVN IS GOING AHEAD WITH PLANS TO
RELEASE THESE UNITS FROM PACIFICATION SUPPORT BY REPLACING THEM with
RF BY 1 JULY 1970.

G. OVERALL, RVNAF IMPROVEMENT AND MODERNIZATION PROCRAMS REMAIN
GENERALLY ON OR AHEAD OF SCHEDULE. HOWEVER, SIGNIFICANT PROCRESS
IN PACIFICATION AND VIETNAMIZATION PROGRAMS COULD BE ANTICIPATED
FROM A SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT IN THE OPERATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS
OF THE NAIONAL POLICE AND TERRITORIAL FORCES. WHOSE TRAINING AND
SUPERVISION HAVE BEEN HAMPERED BY THE RAPID FORCE EXPANSIONS.

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
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Z tv", TTTTT 
P 06021 iZ ['JAR 70 
F['j CG FMFPr-iC 
TO R UEOFl A/cr~c 
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF 
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DECLASSIFIED 

TOP SEC Ii E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENER;'d .. CHAprql~N ,:'I[IJD 
LTGEN NICI{ERSON FRO;'1 LIGEN BUSE.Q \,1ABINE COHPS EYES Oi~LY 
111il00000/ I . 
DEL I liEf. D UR I NG ~!OR KXt~G HOU:~So 
no (T.S) FOLLDtHNG IS THE TEXT OF GEf~ ~IHEE:LERQS 05R5!9 rlM112 
TO AD!~ MCC{iHJ AriD GEN ABRAf'!lS" PLEASE PROTEC'i' OUf-l SOl.1RC[£" 
QUOTE _ 
SUB.JEer g FORCE PLtdWI NG OJ> 
REFS: Ao JCS ~l773; Bn MAC 2009; c~ CINGFAC 1~g5E4Z 
FEB 70; D. JCS £3112 . 

!" (TS)l flEF'ERENCE 11 REt;UESTED !('jffJHr~<lAtiIO{\j O~\i CJ\'lPOSI~1 
nON OF "HIO ALTEliNt\'nVE rt.IC1{M:ES FOF; i; FOUf.:Ti·i :ii,'C:i?r1Eifl' 
REDE:PLOYMEi~T FRett; RVN Hi THE APH = fH.if~ 70 T!HZF~itli'P::t, 
REFERENCES BAND C PROVIDED THE XNfORMATIO~ HEQUES~ED. 
HECO~lMEi~DING THAT f~O REDEPLOY;"iENTS B~ ('r;~,DE HJ SFRUiG on 
E{\l~L Y SUW'1EH Of' t91f3o REFEHENCE D REC.UES'fE:D ~~HEf.J\;:( 

PAGE T~/O HlJHHFr'1~\ZG0t! TOP SEC H !Z T SPl~~:::YI l~}(CJ .. i~'GR ~:1e~-~o 
I~fJRMATION FUR A 70 9 000 INCREME~T. 

2i~ (IS) i1S IT Sl'A{',DS NOl:J D I B[Lrl~VE ~vE i1ilLl: B£ t1S1~ED 
~()n • ,- ~"'c:'.c6'(:f""i\'T t\ "" ~··ot;i\AiI' Df,"'-'\4""j'ljC'hl'"\ \"''f fI"€' "'7r.'·R:)"·I·~ t. ~~f~i.)&ll'll ''1\\-lihl,v\\:g~1'\~ 1."'W\'!{)jl\~ t~\Xfj1rLfl\t!.'/ O··lpl~oC!!.J:fl.('N~!'·;i!t::,1~·i';::.\' /·"I\;"l$ .i rUlII,ttl .1·J .... {Ll.l:.t.le. jj, • ~.J"'\'I"'."l.vllo! .ut, .... ~ ~,tJl"t., ...... i.., !,"Iln 

RATlON{.\LE fOR DEFERRAL ON 'nilS :OlCI1Ef:'1EN'l' ~ HU! PROCESS 
I<)OS1' PROBABLY \HtL BE DR!VF.N BY BUDGfCA'i)HY fjND HlTERNfYL· 
POL IT lCAL CONS IDERAT 1 c~;s II AND t'iE: "fHEREI;'CmE C(:; N BE 2XPECn::D 
TO REDUCE Nf.lNP01.I}ER f'IUTHORIZAIIONS SU8S'!'Ml'fU-iU .. Y IN 'tHE 
SPRING tl~jD SUilNERo 

3D nS) [.\LTHOUGH THE INFORf'1!HION HEQUESTED IN 
REFERENCES A AND D SHOUl..D PREPtU1E US FOR THE \110RE 
OBVIOUS PACKAGE SIZES AND TIMI~G, ONE ADDITIONAL POSSlm 
BIL 11' Y lMS ENTERED THE PI CT ORE <> T hE PHILOSOPHY U' THIS 
PACKAGE vlOULD B TO HEDUCE MACV AUTHOR1ZATION TO A 
FIGURE BELm~ 41l0!f000 BY 30 ~JUN 7flo THOUGH 1 HAVE THE 
Cm;lPOSITION OF A PP.CKAGE OF THE PROPER SIZE IN . 
REFERENCE B9 YOU f'!AY ~lISH TO ~1OCIF"Y IT iN VIE~J Cf. THE 
TIC1!E FRAI;JE COMPRESS I ONo I \l THEREFORE 9 il}OULD APPRECIATE 
IT IS YOU WOULD ADVISE ME BY l3 MAR OF THE CHANGES YOU 
DESIRE TO UPGRADE YOUR 35 p 900 PACKAGE TO 36 9 000 TO ~ 
REDEPLOYED 15 APR TO ~H~ JUN 10 9 \'}I1H THE ASSOCIATED 

e' , 
"­
"­
"­
"­
"­
"­
"­
'\ 
'\ 
"­
"-
" , 
" " "-
" " "-
"­
\ 

" "-
"-
"-
" \ 

" \ 
\ , 
" '\ 
\ 

" " '\ 

"'. 

DECLASSIFIED

TOP SECRET

PP RUEOFIA RHMMAFA
DE RURNFMA 0688 0550211
ZNY TITT?
P 0602117 MAR 79

4411FM CG FMFPAC
TO RUDOFIA/CMC
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
I 0 Ed C R I SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GENERAL CHAPMAN AND
LIGEN NICKERSON FROM LIGEN BUSE. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
P/N00000//
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS.
1. (IS) FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF CEN WHEELER'S 251519 MAR 72
TO ADM MCCAIN AND GEN ABRAMS. PLEASE PROTECT OUR SOURCE.
QUOTE
SUBJECT: FORCE PLANNING (U)
REFS: A. JCS 21773: B. MAC 2009; C. CINGPAC 1485142
FEB 70; D. JCS 23112

10 (TS) REFERENCE A REQUESTED INFORMATION ON COMPOSI-
TION OF TWO ALTERNATIVE PACKAGES FOR A FOURTH INCREMENT
REDEPLOYMENT FROM RVN IN THE APR a AUG 70 TIMEFRAME,
REFERENCES B AND C PROVIDED THE INFORMATION REQUESTED
RECOMMENDING THAT NO REDEPLOYMENTS BE MADE IN SPRING OR
EARLY SUMMER OF 1970. REFERENCE D REGUESTED SIMILAR

PAGE TWO RUHHFMAZ608 To OPSECRET SPECAT EXOL FOR ACED
INFORMATION FOR A 70,000 INCREMENT.

2. (IS) AS IT STANDS NOW I BELIEVE WE WILL BE ASKED
FOR AN ASSESSMENT AND FORMAL RECOMME RECARDING AFOURTH CONCUR YOURINBY HID-MARCH TROUGHTENCREMENT
RATIONALE FOR DEFERRAL ON THIS INCREMENT, THE PROCESS
MOST PROBABLY WILL BE DRIVEN BY BUDGETARY AND INTERNAL
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, AND WE THEREFORE CAN BE EXPECTED
TO REDUCE MANPOWER AUTHORIZATIONS SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE
SPRING AND SUMMER.

3. (TS) ALTHOUGH THE INFORMATI ON REQUESTED IN
REFERENCES A AND D SHOULD PREPARE US FOR THE MORE
OBVIOUS PACKAGE SIZES AND TIMING, ONE ADDITIONAL POSSI-
BILITY HAS ENTERED THE PICTURE. ThE PHILOSOPHY OF THIS
PACKAGE WOULD B TO REDUCE MACV AUTHORIZATION TO A
FIGURE BELOW ACO, 600 BY 30 JUN 7l. THOUGH I HAVE THE
COMPOSITION OF A PACKAGE OF THE PROPER SIZE IN
REFERENCE B , YOU MAY WISH TO MODIFY IT IN VIEW CF THE
TIME FRAME COMPRESSI ON. I, THEREFORE, WOULD APPRECIATE
IT IS YOU WOULD ADVISE ME BY 12 MAR OF THE CHANGES YOU
DESIRE TO UPGRADE YOUR 35,960 PACKAGE TO 36,000 TO SE
REDEPLOYED 15 APR TO 30 JUN 70g WITH THE ASSOCIATED

PAGE / OF 2 PAGES
COPY 2 OF 3 COPIES

111 MAF 2100/4
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P{\GE THRF..E RUHliFf1)tdZG~~ TO? SEC RET SPEC:\;' EX(:L FCi\ 
CHIl.NGES IN THE LIS1' OF FORCES REI~~\H;XNGI\ 

4" crS) X N A CLOSEL Y RELinED (.\OT1 C(i~ hiE EXFECT SEeDEr 
TO ACT MOMENTARILY ON OUR PHASE ]11 REPORTa WE ANTICI­
PATE BEING ASKED FOR A REASSESSMEN1 TAXING IN~O ACCOUNT 
THE tHIN PHOPOSALS OF R2 JAN 'lZ'v THE: REDUC'!.'I(Hl TO S2~:?ti)O 
~~ 1HAILANDp AND Amy TRADEQfF5 A~D ADJUS1MENT~ n~QUlnED 
'fa RENAH) ~HIHIN 'UlE Fvn BUDGEL ThE {i!)UHl'H HlCl~Er·1ENT 
RE:DUCTE ON ~~ n.t HAVE TO BE t~OR }(ED I MTO l' HE: i~E{);)s£ssr·n~ t'J'i' 
P,ND THE $UCCED!NG XU .. US'fltA!!VE HEe£PLOY!1Er~TS RFV!SED 
ACCORDHlGL If" A 5U5?£tJSE TO usn OF £:; (1PH :':8 EiiPECTEE Of'! 
tHIS REASSESSjiiE~'lt'D ACCCHtIN3L.Y p \'IE \HU .. ENS'jJRE TWq- YOU 
REC;UVE ADVANCE \'JARWH!G I~: THE fORM Of' COPIES OR EXTRt\CTS 
Of 1lE:lL.EVtHI'f OSP t'lSrRCl' lIONS () FOllOvlED AS RtIP!DL Y AS 
flOSS! aE BY H·1PlEf·1EfHHl@ H~S'fRUCrI ONS FRON THE JCS" 
UftlQUO'TEg 
HARN REGM1DS 
GP",,4 
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TOP SECRET"

PAGE THREE TOPSECRE SPECAT EXOL FOR MCEO
CHANGES IN THE LIST OF FORCES REMAINING.

40 (TS) IN A CLOSELY RELATED ACTION WE EXPECT SECDEF
TO ACT MOMENTARILY ON OUR PHASE iii REPORT. WE ANTICI-
PATE BEING ASKED FOR A REASSESSMENT TAKING INTO ACCOUNT
THE GVN PROPOSALS OF 12 JAN 72, THE REDUCTION TO 32.200
IN THAILAND, AND ANY TRADEOFFS AND ADJUSTMENTS REQUIRED
TO REMAIN WITHIN THE FYT! BUDGET. THE FOURTH INCREMENT
REDUCTI ON WILL HAVE TO BE WORKED INTO THE REASSESSMENT
AND THE SUCCEDING ILLUSTRATIVE REDEPLOYMENTS REVISED
ACCORDINGLY. A SUSPENSE TO OSD OF 15 APR IS EXPECTEE ON
THIS REASSESSMENT. ACCORDINGLY, WE WILL ENSURE THAT YOU
RECEIVE ADVANCE WARNING IE THE FORM OF COPIES OR EXTRACTS
OF RELEVANT OSD INSTRUCTIONS , FOLLOWED AS RAPIDLY AS
POSSIBLE BY IMPLEMENTING INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE JCS.
UNQUOTE:
WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT
2608

PAGE 2
OF2
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• • • • 
o 061041Z tYH Z F'F'-4' ZFF'- 1 ~r-:--
I'M S50 MA C V --'-<>--- -_ .. '\ 

-c' TO, SS 0 II I MA F' ". l. t~ .~. f, ;,¥""" ~ ..... $~. I."''''' ~ '. ..""'."'" {~. w '1 
sso xx IV CO

t') PS j J ii ij ~\ i 'I, .. ", ~ .. ~ \ 'i;;~ :t~.g ; ~ d \ ~ . 
sso AMERICAL DIVISION \~~:>~ \}r~ f ~l,Ji-Ji~ I iJ~Ii~L / 
~E~ N F' IDE N T I A L MAC 2~72 INTEL' ..... . ~~\ 
MAJOR NOEL, A IDE-DE-CAM P TO COM W~YJA OJ SENDS F'OR CI S, ~~ 4}.'::<C 
I II MAF', CI S, XX IV COR PS, AND. C/ S AMER ICAL D IV ISION. ~~' RECEWEO ~\ 
1. COMUS1ACV WILL ATTEND THE III MAF'/XXIV CORPS CHANGE OFi ~ AM'-' 
COMMAND CEREMONY ON 9 MARCH AND WILL PROCEED TO THE ;::,' u--.4.JJJAIl .an. \~~l 
AMERICAL DIVISION HEADQUARTERS AFTER LUNCH. A PROPOSED ~91@ I" 

IT I NERARY F'OLLOWS: gl':0'~ .'l.t(--;) . 1015 ARR IVE DANANG <I-3~)'; .,.' f 

1015-1025 ENROUIE TOm,MAF (UliO 
1030- 1'100 CHANGE OF' COMMAND CEREMONY \ 
1100- 1200 BUFF'ET LUNCH . . / 

1200-1210 ENROUTE TO AIRF'IELD CUHt) , 
12 15 - 123 0 E NR 0 ur E T 0 C HU L A I <T - 3 9) 
1230-1320 G2, 63, AND G5 UPDATE AT AMERICAL 

D IV I SION HEAD QUART ER S 
1320-1330 ENROUTE 10 AWARDS CEREMONY 
1330-1350 AWARDS CEREMONY 

1350- 1400 ENROUTE TO A IRF'IELD 
1400- DE PART CHU LA I . 
2. IF' ITINERARY AS OUTLINED IS SAT ISF'ACTORY, REQUESf YOU CONFIRM, 
BY TELEPHONE TO MACV 2828, ON RECEIPT 
GP-4 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY 
20 I!) 
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MAJOR NOEL, AIDE-DE-CAM P- TO COM USMA CV SENDS FOR C/ S,

RECEIVEDIII MAF, C/ S, XXIV CORPS, AND C/ S AMERICAL DIVISION.
1. COMUSMACV WILL ATTEND THE III MA F/ XX IV COR PS CHANGE OF MARA.M.
COMMAND CEREMONY ON 9 MARCH AND WILL PROCEED TO THE

1970AMERICAL DIVISION HEADQUARTERS AFTER LUNCH. A PROPOSED
ITINERARY FOLLOWS:

IARRIVE DANAING (T-39)1015
ENROUTE TOTILMAF (UH1)1015-1025
CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY1030-1100
BUFFET LUNCH1100-1200
ENROUTE TO AIRFIELD (UH1)1200-1210
ENROUTE TO CHULAI (T-39)1215-1230
G2, G3, AND G5 UPDATE AT AMERICAL1230-1320
DIVISION HEAD QUARTERS
ENROUTE TO AWARDS CEREMONY1320-1330
AWARDS CEREMONY1330-1350
ENROUTE TO AIRFIELD1350-1400

DE PART CHULAI1400-
2. IF IT INERARY AS OUTLINED IS SATISFACTORY, REQUEST YOU CONFIRM,
BY TELEPHONE TO MACV 2828, ON RECEIPT
GP-4

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY
200
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ZNY SSSSS . 
o 061320Z i~AR 10 
FM ce FIRST MARDIU 
TO RUEOfUVCf;}C 
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMrPAC 
RHMMArA/CG III ~AF 
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DECLASSIFIED 

e. 

SEC R E 1 IISPECAIIIEXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMANII 
LiGEN BUSE/LTGEN NICKERSON FR MAJGEN WHEELER/MARINE CORPS EYES 
ONi. Y (DELIVER DUR I NG \vOR IU NG HOURS) 
HAMLE'k' 4 SON THANG (V~ DAH. Y HE?! NO 8 
Ao FONECON 6MAR10 BGEN HOUGHTON TO MAJGE~.l \'!IHEELEH 
10 lAW REF A THIS IS LAST DAILY REPTo ONLY SIGNIFICANT 
DEVELOPMENTS SUBJ INCIDENT WILL BE REPORTED AS THEY OCCURs 
20 HI ffJAF CIB REeD QUERY FROM fi1ACOI 9 SAl eON ON ACCESS1B!lXTY 
OF SUB.J HAMLET RESULT SMAR70 VISIT BY CBS n1~ .REPL'If 10 HlDICA1E 
NEWSMEN WILL BE ASSISTED IN TRAVEL TO LZ ROSS AND QUESON DISI 
HQ BUT NO SPECIAL USf'lC PA'1'ROL ~JILL 1?E M!\DE TO HAMLE"f JUST. 1'0 
ESCORT {lJEt~SNENo IF OP DICTAtE PATROL IN THAT MtEA NE1:JSMEN HIlt 
BE NOTIFIED AND tvu,t BE ALlOltJED TO ACCONPA~)Y PATROl.., 
Gp."ij 
BT 

.: 0805 

FMFPAC-GEN 210013 (3169) 
0101-V04-6603 
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DE RUMLLUA 0805 0651320
ZNY SSSSS
0 061320Z MAR 70
FM CG FIRST MARDIV
TO RUEOFIA/CMC
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
RHMMAFA/CG III MAF
BT
SECRET I/SPECAIIPEXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN//
LTGEN BUSE/LIGEN NICKERS ON FR MAJGEN WHEELER/MARINE CORPS EYES
ONLY (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) DAILY REPT NO 8
Ao FONE CON SMAR70 BGEN HOUGHTON TO MAJGEN WHEELER
10 IAW REF A THIS IS LAST DAILY REPT. ONLY SIGNIFICANT
DEVELOPMENTS SUBJ INCIDENT WILL BE REPORTED AS THEY OCCUR.
2. III MAF CIB RECD QUERY FROM MACOI, SAIGON ON ACCESSIBILITY
OF SUBJ HAMLET RESULT SMAR70 VISIT BY CBS TM. REPLY TO INDICATE
NEWSMEN WILL BE ASSISTED IN TRAVEL TO LZ ROSS AND QUESON DIST
HQ BUT NO SPECIAL USMC PATROL WILL E MADE TO HAMLET JUST TO
ESCORT NEWSMEN. IF OP DICTATE PATROL IN THAT AREA NEWSMEN WILL
BE NOTIFIED AND WILL BE ALLOWED TO ACCOMPANY PATROL.
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BT
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1. CONCUR IN REFERENCE. JHIS Ii4S BEEN OUR INIENIION. n WILL BE 
SOP. 
2. GEN MCCUTCHEON IS INV ITED TO W lEU' 14 MAR 70. 
3. WARM REGARDS. 
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010 

THIS MESSAGEYEQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY 
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'\,-{ .. 

--' 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

$67

The

CZ CQKA45
YMRL KQ
DE YSQKSV
ZEL

DE YSQKOD 35 0661008
0 0710072 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF- 1. ZZ S
FM MG TOWNSEND C/ S MA CV
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SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOR S
070

THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY
1970

COPY20FS

1/19/19

B-15
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

eEADQUA_E~S e .' 

II I MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 
SECRET III MAF FORM 5216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE· FROM I DATE . , 
t rc~~~rOGN/ZANCE CG FIRST MA'RD I V 08 MAR 70 
C- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE I ( 3 . 
t ~~~2:.mrfN 0802:30l: MAR 1a Icopy NO OF COPJ~S R~C'[) 
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DISTRICT CHIEF HAS PERSONALLY VISITED HAMLET AND CONFIXMS REPT
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2. WILL JOHNSON FR AP HAS F.B.Q COMMENT ON Cbs STORY CONCERNING
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UNC'LAS F. F T 0 ACD 205 EYES ONLY 
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1. REFERE~CE IS MADE Te YOUR 070630Z MARCH 1970 MESSAGE REGARDING 
~RMY CH-47 TAIL NO. 18453 ~JITH TROOPS LANDING AT LZ-l ON THE 
AFTERNOON OF 6 MARCH. 
2. THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO EXCUSE FOR THIS INCIDENT. THE AIRCRAFT 
COMMA~lDl:':R HAD SpECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS TO LAND AT LZ-3. \~HEN HE 
ARR IVED AT LZ-3, IT l!lAS CROWDED THEREFORE HE MADE THE 

DECISION TO GO TO LZ-1 WHICH WAS ENTIRELY INCORRECT. THIS OFFICER 
HAS BF:E~l THOP,OUG~LY ADf'10NISHED FOR HIS POOR JUDGEMENT. I HAVE TAKEN 
STEPS TO INSURE THAT ALL AIRCRAFT COM.MANDERS ARE THOROUGHLY ORIENTED 
CO~CERNI~G LZ~l AND LZ-3. 

3. I TRUST AI\\OT t{ER I NCIDENT OF T HI S NAT URE W ILL NEVER OCCUR WIT H 
AMERICAL DIV AIRCRAFT. 

IiI ARM REGARD S. 
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160 . 
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UNCLAS E F T 0 ACD 205 EYES ONLY
1. REFERENCE IS MADE TO YOUR 0706302 MARCH 1970 MESSAGE REGARDING
ARMY CH-47 TAIL NO. 18453 WITH TROOPS LANDING AT LZ-1 ON THE
AFTERNOON OF 6 MARCH.
2. THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO EXCUSE FOR THIS INCIDENT. THE AIRCRAFT
COMMANDER HAD SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS TO LAND AT LZ-3. WHEN HE
ARRIVED AT LZ-3, IT WAS CROWDED THEREFORE HE MADE THE
DECISION TO GO TO LZ-1 WHICH WAS ENTIRELY INCORRECT. THIS OFFICER
HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY ADMONISHED FOR HIS POOR JUDGEMENT. I HAVE TAKEN
STEPS TO INSURE THAT ALL AIRCRAFT COMMANDERS ARE THOROUGHLY ORIENTED
CONCERNING LZ-1 AND LZ-3.

3. I TRUST ANOTHER INCIDENT OF THIS NATURE WILL NEVER OCCUR WITH
AMERICAL DIV AIRCRAFT.

WARM REGARDS.
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ADJACENT TO NIcrz UNDER CONTROl.. OF NVA HQS MIl.ITtlR¥ R~eI(j~ Tin ... 
T'HliN-HUE (1RTTH ARE 8 INf REGiS CONSISTIN3'OI 22 HjFP~S. 6SI\PPEP. 
BNS AND I RE 00 N !3 N J SUPPORTED J?Y 3 R1{T ~'\RrY ANI) ~ flit'J AR"TY I';',.NS .. 

B. NICTZ : TOTAL £NEiliY FOR.Cf!:S ~rYEClIN~~ tnCrz ON 1~OTH ry,,}Z FROtrf 
AND IN ::1RTTH ARt 14 IN; HEGiS Cj1iPnISIN1 .!9 H~f ~J'iS, ~ SAPPER ~.-tIt'.S 
AN!> 1 RECON ON; SUPPORTEO BY9 R~r/ARTY ~WD 9 FI£L) ;\\RTY 'i"r.~S. TOrAL 
tNF. SAPPER, RECO N, Rt(T AtJl) FI ELl) AZnV S NS C~H>lFRCtn UL; rHCT! ARE e\6. 
:10ST SIGNIfICANT IS.aRO~IrVG ENE!llY CONCE~TRATIn.~ E:AST Of'(I SHAY IDIWRONJ 

iJJlllLEYS l£~ CENTRAl. THUA, THIEN AND St,,! CH.MN: TiU PRO!JHJC£S INCtUDIiC 
3 MiD POSS16L Y 4 NV?i tNF REGTS NITH FO~v!ARn CONTrtOlCl.~ENTS OF 2 
~JvA I Nt DIVS ~iHICH HAVE 1 NFIL TRATi] SINCF:!..ATE ~'JN. ~ 
GP ... ! . 
AU~TP 

USEcnET t TiB S MESSA GE REQUHU:.S J\CCOUi.TA3IL I f('t 

·COpy ..JL OF L COP I ES 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Z 0802537 ZYH
M 8 XXIV CORPS
TO CG III MAF
INFO COMUSMACV
ZEY
S E. C R E T PHB 574 EYES ONLY LTGEN ZAIS SENDS FOR LTC: NICKERSON
AND MGEN TOWNSEND
SUBJ : FORCE PLANNING (U)
REFS: A. COMUSMACV CITE MAC 2940 DTC 051227 MAR 70 (IS /CLCSE HOLD/
EYES ONLY)

B. CG III MAF DTG 071058Z MAR 7€ (TS / EYES ONLY)
1. (U) IN ADDITION TO COMMENTS ON REF A CONTAINED IN REF RECOM-
MEND EXPANSION OF ENEMY SITUATION IN NICTZ (PARA TA ( 1) , PART II,
REF A) AS FOLLOWS.
2. (S) A. QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN PROVINCES DEPLOYED IN OR IMMEDIATELY
ADJACENT TO NICTZ UNDER CONTROL OF NVA HOS MILITARY REGION TRI -
THIEN-HUE (MRTTH ARE 8 INF REGTS CONSISTING OF 22 INF PNS. 6 SAPPER
BNS AND I RE CO N BN; SUPPORTED BY 3 RKT/ARTY AND 3 FIELD ARTY NS.

B. NICTZ : TOTAL ENEMY FORCES AFFECTING NICTZ ON BOTH DMZ FRONT
AND IN MRTTH ARE 14 INF REGTS COMPRISING 39 INF NS, 8 SAPPER SNS
AND 1 RECON BN: SUPPORTED BY 9 RKT/ARTY AND 9 FIELD ARTY DAS. TOTAL
INF. SAPPER, RECON, RKT AND FIELD ARTY BNS CONFRONTIND; NICTZ ARE 66.
MOST SIGNIFICANT IS GROWING ENEMY CONCENTRATION EAST OF A SHAU /DAKRONS

VALLEYS IN CENTRAL THUA THIEN AND SW QUANC TRI PROVINCES INCLUDING
AND POSSIBLY 4 NVA INF REGTS WITH FORWARD CONTROLOLEMENTS OF 23

NVA INF DIVS WHICH HAVE INFILTRATED SINCE LATE MV
GP-!
AUVTP

"SECRET, THIS MESSA CE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY"

44 COPIESCOPY OF

8
NNNN

B-18
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED III MAF FORM §216 fIEYI·" 

-,' ,- ERS· e r MAIW\'1IBIOUS FORCE 
IftIATI .. -uer flOIA ~~ DATE I - OI!CIIIATOI BGEN SfvllTH ACOFS J' MAC~)'8 MAR 7¢ A - AClIOIL/COGlillAIKE 

C - COIUIENT/IECOMMENDATIOIi SEIIAL IIO/I.UR .lIuLllTE I (OPT 110. 
I • I.FOaMATlOIi o ¢8V57?7Z ~'lAR 7~f 2 OF 4 CQPln IfC'Il. 5 - SIGNATURE 

DAlE , SUIJECT UNCU.S E F T 0 1"lA C 3 jQ 4J2j EO 
IOUTE SECTlOII CODE INITIAL 

IN OUT 'V 
~' CG ~. R&R J NC 1 DENT 

D.CG ~ , 
CIS "l ,./4 -, IfllAUS 1 -rz 

~ DC;S -1'1Jfl) ~W 
bCSPLAN5 

, / .. 

IoEP.COR~ 
DSA.ICTZ 

~ SIS \L' V ~ 

G-' 'A 1:.-0..0 ..... ¥ ,. 

G-2 -J 
" 

G-3 ,_. 

G-" ,,' 

G-!» .. 
G-6 : 

ADJ 1 

i9.WARDS ~-: 

CAP ~, 

CHAP 
CIB 1,.;, 

.,., ~COMP . 

• DENT '" 
ENGR " 

FOODS t';! 

FSEO 
HQCMDT 

~ 

INSP ~ f~ +0 -
MTO .. I) 

~ 

NJA ..: 
OPANAL "" 
. ORO -

PMO 
POSTAL ,. 

PROTO 
PSYOPS : 

RDT*E -
REPRO .. 
SJA 

~'L SERV -
SUPPLY . 

~ORMED,O 
,': C 'OP t~.~,~-, .. ~f '-r .. ' COP ,(~ SfC. ,-, ._, 

. Tee .. , -, .:~ 

[SGT MAJ (115£ IEfUSE F. ADIIntIIL SNell .6-/0/ 
en 'IInlutTllIIIIt l1li IArig ..... ~ •• ~~.I!.I!!" 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUORTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

UNCLASSIFIED III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEOPERATION cool FROM
08 MAR 70BGEN SMITH A COFS J4 MACVX - ORIGINATOR

A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE
SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATEc. COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

41 . INFORMATION O 0807272 MAR 70 COPY NO. 2 OF COPIES RECT$- SIGNATURE

SUBJECT UNCLAS E F T 0 MAC 3040 EODATE
INITIALCODESECTIONROUTE

OUTIN

A
R&R I INCIDENTCG

DCG

3/9
REMARKS

IC/S

340DC/S3
PLANS

DEP.CORDS
DSA_ICTZ

CX S/S x

Copy
G-1 A
G-2
G-3
G-4
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT

Capt
toINSP A

MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED.O

COPIES4COPY 2 OFSEC
TCC

B-19(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)SGT MAJ.
SCIPIERCFF INSTRUCTIONS OM REVERSE
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• • " 
. f 'f' , 

'-"--- -.~---., .\ 
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" t;1g~, 70,7Z Z '(1.: z FF4--YF'-F~1----- ---- ... -""- , 
",-r!,!!,e B~ ,SI'tjITH ACO"" J I !'1AC'J SAlr.:O'J· 

T G :'1 G ;'1A 3RY C0F"So US,MIIl L I)N~ 3pl~.' 
;:; r. D L'L A C l{ I C '1FSI II :'l1/\ FJA ~!,~ N S 
r: "T T I DD C CF'S NAV FOR'! ,SA I,3,or,! 
3(:; S~NNETT COl'S 7T'-{ At;' TA:\! SO~! NljUI 
SP J""H~1S':\l COt'S IF'F\1 'J:-lA TRA1\I~ 
S~ !qI'H!A.RD COPS IIFP! LO~JS BI:JH 
3'::' cYEDD CO!:'S XXIV Co:1 D S °HU 3~I 
'1 G t~A ~\lT LEY,) C G D~~ A C CA NTH 0 
Q '3 D U r U~:'1 IN;) S A II C OH ? S 9... Ell{ U 
8 S MCA:1L I F' FE D S PI. I I I COR P S 3 I~: N H OA ? ~'\1 

U'lC;L,AS E F'T ;J ["lAC: ,)'341 EYSS o~!.. y 
S U 3£ c:T ~ P 8:R INC IDr~ lifT CJ) 

• 

fl,. P-flI ')EFEr-Jl),~NT9 ,r:. lJ. S. SOLL:IE:1 Oi'j r:;&'1 I~l HONS 'VOI\)G 
'.:Ill; c: C~-l.6> R t:"E D I.! IT E T RA ~FI C Pl DA N r.f Q QUS DE Uf:!S t·iAJEL Y 'r:A"'l:{\'3IS - 93. 7 ?q~:'.jS'. 

Q. T HE DE FE NDA IIiT !'~ DPZ,'-\!"?;;::D 'H ,MA :-:;ISTRATE'~ COURT 'o~, 1::-
J!\~,lUA!=Iv 197" A;"'] \'ii1S ':'2:"'lANDr:D PlT 0 CUST OOY UNT IL 15 
,JA~l1Jc!'Rv. 

r:. ·'~.I 15 ,JP. ~JU~ 17 Y T HE DE !78>~!D A "-JT 9... r;: A D::<.: D ~)(jT GU ILT Y M·lD A T RI(),L i./'AS F'IX~D FOR 12. FE '3~'IJI\RY 197':1. THE :clESIlLT 
flk' TFE TRIAL I'JAS I1-JAT TH€ DE!iE:NDENT ",lAS FOUND SUILTY 
AS CHAR'?E:D AND FI~JED HG t1,500.'~0 ($25'0.00 U.S.). 

D. THE BriSIS OF r;-'{E DEFE~JDANT 's DEFENSE ','lA.S THAT HE HAD N'O '~r\JaJJLEDrE THAT TPcl!: OFFENDINGDRU':SI'JERE Hi HIS - OS SE S S I ., :·i. / Eo , THE DE FE: ,.,loANI TESTIFIED THAT ltIHILEAT CA~'1 r::A~!H BA.Y R -RENT E R HE NE E DE;) C I r~{l, RET T E S 9 '3 ur HA D SE C lP. S D In s RAT I ,~,~) CARD :;~ CK IN HIS UNIT. t~ RLL O'J SOLD IE~, 
~lAt1ED JIi·1, }-fAD A Cf~Rl O~I OF l<OtJ~S P) EXCESS TO HIS PE '?: U I P'k'1E ~iT SAND ~P-'!~ DE Pi:': ~!D A NT THECA::;T 0 til A ~'JD 
A~l !,oE")E:D "'ACl< OMrAINBlG t2 CI0,:"\~'F:TT·~S. 

F. T i-T~ DE FG: 1-lDA ~'\T n ur T W. CART O~·! IN HIS SUIT Ct>, sr;: A [lID T i-F' "'PE',HID fJACi( r"J HIS \TEST POC'~T ,~L')nS I,.IITH So."1S ',.1 I~IST ('~IS. 

~.\ ]~, 

~>~t.£~t\} 
to- 8 M~\\f 

, 1970 

('. DURHl'':: THE FLISHf THE DS7ZNDANT S'10:n:':!) O!'!LY THE ':1J1'1-C;T 0" r:II?ARETTES ~,!lU') AC;COf.:lDI[~~ TO HIS FVIDE i\lCS: "JI"IS 
U~lp"lA:-(", TJ-lAT 'T'C Or::~~l'3:J O[4C!f OF :O}OLS III HIS POCKET r: 01l!Y IlIi\~~D AtoIY 0m~-*~IV~ DRUf.;. __ .. ..-

f.1.~:r GUST '""1t:; r;:'l(~"'!I~)b,TTO~l ~; '{flI T"'.v A 10 DOr;:" TH~ D~IT'~­OA;IT E,~?I 1:::D ~.rr c ':lO""'<ET':: t, '1: '1..'\ C;;:D -: 1-£ 0'4<: •. J o~> Cl-( OF 
H T.41E 4'J? EXA.1I')ATIO~ Sy 

, 41>1 
,<3_ /9~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

8-7277 ZYY ZFF4 ZFF1

03/74/

FM BG SMITH ACOFS J I MA CV SAIGONTO MG MA 3RY COFS, USARV LONG BINH
R.C DULACKI C2FS III MAF DANANG
C DT TIDD C OFS NAVFORV SAISON
BG BENNETT CCFS 7TH A F TAN S ON NHUTBA JOHNSON COFS IFFV NHA TRANG
99 KINNARD COFS IIFFV LONG BINH33 SHEDD COFS XX IV CORPS PHU BAI30 CANTLEY DCG DMAC CA N THO
RG DUQUEMIN DSA II COR RS PLEIKU

RECEIVED
BG MCAUL-IFFE DSA III COR PS B IEN HOA
7 EM

8 MAR FUNCLAS E F I OMAC 3347 EYES ONLY
SUBJECT: R&P. INCIDENT ( ID 1970THE FILLIVING HONG KONG INCIDENT IS RELATED FOR YOUR
:
INFORMATION.

A. THE DEFENDANT, A U.S. SOLDIER ON R&& IN HONG KONGWAS CHARGED WITH TRAFFIC IN DANGEROUS DRUGS NAMELYCANNABIS - 93.7 GRAMS.
B. THE DEFENDA NT APPEARED AT MAGISTRATES COURT ON 12JANUARY 1970 AND HAS REMANDED INT 0 CUST OD Y UNT IL 15JANUARY.
C. `N 15 JANUARY THE DEFENDANT PLEADED NOT GUILTY ANDA TRIAL WAS FIXED FOR 12 FEBRUARY 1979. THE RESULTOF THE TRIAL WAS THAT THE DEFENDENT WAS FOUND GUILTYAS CHARGED AND FINED HG $1,500.00 ($250.00 U.S.).
D. THE BASIS OF THE DE FENDANT S DEFENSE WAS THAT HEHAD NO KNOWLEDGE THAT THE OFFENDING DR UGS WERE INHIS -OSSESSINN.
E. THE DEFENDANT TESTIFIED THAT WHILE AT CAM RANH BAYR R ENTER HE NEEDED CIGARETTES, BUT HAD SECURED HISRATION CARD BACK IN HIS UNIT. A FELL O:! SOLDIER,NAMED JIM, HAD A CARI ON OF KOOLS IN EXCESS TO HISPEQUIPEMENTS AND GAVE DEFENDANT THE CART ON ANDAN OPENED PACK ONTAINING 12 CIGARETTES.
F. THE DEFENDANT PUT THE CARTON IN HIS SUIT CASE ANDTHE OPENED PACK TV HIS WEST POCIET AL ONG WITH SOMEWINST ONS.

DURING THE FLIGHT THE DEFENDANT SMOKED ONLY THE WIN-ST04 CIGARETTES AND ACCORDING TO HIS EVIDENCE WASUNAMARE THAT THE OPENED PACK OF KOOLS IN HIS POCKETCOMIAINED ANY OFFENSIVE DRUG.
H. AT CUST MS EXAMINAT ION AT KAI TAV AIP PORT THE DEFEN-DANT EMPTIED yus POOKETS AND PLACED THE OPEN PACK OFKOL TN HIS HAT THEN ON A TABLE FOR EXAMINAT ION BY

B-19th
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
:;..\ . 

----~~--'~~-..... ...--~ --",,- . 

\--··~--l. T '<-'";!~?T~&.1C;"-IW"'''';· '"1 (p O~l f':YA'f11:H'I'C T:-f: ~''\CK I"''1F.D 1-
J fiT ;TL 'I ~P..'ID : >f Clr::'C,.R::'-.TTS S CO'~ A, U~:.: -:'USq<: crED '1A;~ I-
I JU~IIIA. T lfi ;:;r. ~ '1) A ~lT !".~ S T '1 ~-:':'1 PlLQ ~ C'€t:d'~ CH R O!J'l 
jl \ ~.~!)' tl'Aq~t:S~!-o -COLL~ TH1:!'~E::T' -OF Hl$··2A·~n~!.\??E t·O~ 
t: Pl~>E-GTI.~l;,).- ·Tl..f; GE~~·-,\1DA~lT:;,\.·.I~~lT QUT-,\-:Ju-,CA'1S 3ACl{ 
!.l'IJTH HIe; !)!]r.FU:;:· 'J1\S 'JUT DID ',lOT O_AJl'''' HIS ::;:UITCASE 
r HH.ICH ;jr!\:~ -:I.YIQIDE THE CUSTQ'1S It-JC;r;~crIOi'i QOO>1. 

l 
I 

T Hr.:: C lJ IT CASe 1,., A ~ :::;USSS r::m NIL Y '3;:: OU re'iT PI BY OHI!: OF 
T lJ~ 1..1 ON .~~ !{ r;" ~ S;\ S'D D &R PE q S 0~\1 NE L (\ r'!D T J'E iJ E liE ~\iD A NT 
P'. D'1 IT TED; ,.! YE ~~ AS YE D, T HAT IT H (.\ S HIS sUIT CA SE. 
l' y;;: S UIT G~ c:~~ 1 •. 1:'~ S O~ ~€ D A \ID T Hi:!: CAPT 0\1 OF I(QOL S 
H~.S :i:X·'>.\,1 I~JED, S ?A eKS CO'TA PH;:D. IS GUS Pi::: cr,zD flt,P, 1-
JUA,·lA CIRr.~RF.TTES. T HI'S I·!.~S CO RJkIR!lED BY suasEcLfi; m 
L r:~ '3 rRAT c:-1':' A "A..L Y~IS. 

J. IT !"AS LEFT TO T!-i£. Dl£fE'·lD{\NT TO COI~VBld: T!f:i: CO[J;T 
T :-wr ;'1" hi A c:; l.l~l{i."l A 9£ T '-14 T T HE: C I G{.i8E T II'!: S CO NT A HiE D 

v. THS D£q;:nDANT TO~D PI~ srmY- 1.1;-nCHTtE n·1A~ISIRATE 
DID ~'arr.:-.CCEPf TO T!-{E EXTEfH FE 1;!(IS NOT SAT ISFIED 
T ~1AT T1-1E~ DEFE~WA~JT LIAr.:; IGf·1ffiArIT ClF THi£ CONTENTS OF 
Tl-{E Clr::AR~TTES. T1-£ rY1{1.GIST~ATE r-c"I.IE THRE~ R£~,SONS 
~.fHrr::H HE C')i')SIDERED !i'1?Oi:TAm Hl lEACHING HIC! DECISI00). 

(1) HS DID NOT ACCEC>'f TH.6,T Tlf.: FILL 0'." 2 .. I. UOllD 
(? II! E , '?R i'" TIS, Ai:! J-! Q ~ CAt{T 0 N 0 F C I ~A RET T r;: ~:; 9 

144 (IF' hJ ~1I CH CO~lTf~ H1E D 1\1AR IJ UNA. 
( 2) HE DID 1,:aI (.\ CeE?f THAT T HE ~. I. NM1ED' J If1 

h/ 0UL D "Il}E THE Dl!: FErJD A:-l1 THEe I SARETTE S I:! II HO ill 
TELLING !~E1 THAT THEY ~'lETjS ~ll,~P.IJUNA AND LET 
HI~1 RUN T!-l'I:RISJ{ OF 3IING CAUGHThlITH THEf". 

(3) THE "'1AGIS'T116,TE CONSIDERED THE DEFENDANT'S 3£-
HIWI'~UR IN TRYHlS TO DtSCLAI~l·o.'Ji\I!!:RSHIP OF 
T~1E SUITCASE 1"AS :YdE OF A GUILTY ?ERSON "CAUGHT 

J ~1 -, 'r;- ACT" .' .. 1 ,ri!..o ~ lj • _ 

• THE PURPOS~ 01' THIS MESSAGE IS TO'AU<:~T .YOU TO THF HP.,RD 
LINE T HE 3~ IT ISh ~OlJRT S tiRE T A l{ 1'>] G: ON THOSE HlD IV ID UAL S 4T ~ 
TE~'lq HlG T ~ S"1UGcLE r1ARIJUNA P~TO HONG 'CO~IG. CONTHJUED 
A IT I!'r'1 or S C ClULD LEAD T 0 L O~) Ii TE Rt.1 ,J,A IL Sr.:: NTE NCESOr; POSS I aE 
D ISC,)hIT nUANCE OF THE R.8Jl 1?R OGRM'1 TaT f-1AT ·SITE. 
3. HAR"1 RE~ARDS. 

s S'~ Ii,) OT E: DE L IV E R D DR HJ G j) ill Y H 0 tJR S 
0:'7 

up, ,fl. _ Of __ tf, COPiES 

" , 

DECLASSIFIED 

." ..... 1 
.\ 

DECLASSIFIED

I. TE CUSTOMS INSPECT OR OM AMINING THE PACK IMMEDI-
ATELY SAID THE CIGARETTES CONTAINED SUSPECTED MARI-
JUAMA. I'E DETEIDANT WAS TAKEN INT.O A SEARCH ROOM
AND WAS ASIED TO COLLECT THE REST OF HIS EAGGAGE FOR
INSTECTION. THE OUT - A MD - CAME BACK
"TIH HIS D UFFLE BAG BUT DID NOT CLAIM HIS SUIT CASE
WHICH WAS OUT SIDE THE CUST Q1S INSPECTION ROOM.
THE SUITCASE WAS SUBSE QUENTLY BROUGHT IN BY ONE OF
THE HONG KONG BASED ER& PERSONNEL AND THE DEFENDANT
ADMITTED, WHEN ASKED, THAT IT HAS HIS SUIT CA SE.
THE SUIT CASE WAS OPENED AND THE CARTON OF KOOLS
HAS EXAMINED, 8 PACKS COMTAINED IS SUSPECTED MARI-
JUANA CIRGARETTES. THIS WAS CONFIRMED BY SUBSECIENT
LABORATORY A'ALYSIS.

J. IT WAS LEFT TOTHE DEFENDANT TO CONVINCE THE COURT
THAT HT HAS UNAWARE THAT THE CIGARETTES CONTAINED
TERIJUANA.

THE DEFENDANT TOD HIS STT OR Y WHICH THE MAGISTRATE".
DID NOT ACCE PT TOTHE EXTENT NE WAS N OT SATISFIED
T MAT THE DE FENDANT WAS IGNORANT OF THE CONTENTS OF
THE CIGARETTES. THE MAGISTRATE GAVE THREE REASONS
WHICH HE CONSIDERED IMPORTANT IN REACHING HIS DECISION.

(1) HE DID NOT ACCEPT THAT THE FELL OW G.I. WOULD

GIVE, GRATIS, A WHOLE CARTON OF CIGARETTES,
144 OF WHICH CONTAINED MARIJUNA.

(2) HE DID NOT ACCEPT THAT THE G.I. NAMED JIM
WOULD GIVE THE DEFENDANT THE CIGARETTES IT HOUT
TELLING HIM THAT THEY WERE MARIJUNA AND LET
HIM RUN THE RISK OF EING CAUGHT WITH THEM.

(3) THE MAGISTRATE CONSIDERED THE DE FENDANT'S BE-
HAVIOUR IN TRYING DISCLAIM OWNERSHIP OF
THE SUITCASE HAS ONE OF A GUILTY PERSON CA UGHT

IN THE ACT.
THE PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO ALERT YOU TO THE HARD

LINE THE GRITISH COURTS ARE TAKING ON THOSE INDIVIDUALS AT -

TEMPTING TO SMUGGLE MARIJUNA INTO HONG KONG. CONTINUED
ATTEMPTS COULD LEAD . ONG TERM JA LL SENTENCES OR POSSIBLE
DISCONT IN UANCE OF THE R &R PROGRAM TO THAT SITE.
3. WARM REGARDS.

SSC NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
09

COPIES4OFCOPY 2

B-19-22
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III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRO 11/ MAF FORM 5216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE, FROM IOATE x - ORIGINATOR FIRSTMARDIV 12Mar70 
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE t I - INFORMATION 
S - SIGNATURE COpy NO 1 OF 1 COPIES REC'O 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

1~2i'As..-
SUBJECT 

IN OUT 
"CG -i- %\ FIRSTMARDIV MSG 120925Z MAR 

- SECRET SPECAT 
OCG , \ ~ 
CIS :t: 'WI'" I'" 17 REMARK. 

OC/S -::t: ~ //3 )8 
OCSPLAN5 I I 
DEPCORDS DISPOSITOH 

DSA ICTZ 
SIS 'f. 3/,1.. uc... [J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 
, 

DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 0 
G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 
G-5 SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 ' 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP 

"*-P4. b (I, p""" ~ ,3(, ~~ 
COMP , 0 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMOT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA --

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO r, PSYOPS 

" RDTSE 
~i \ 

REPRO 
SJA 

" " 

U' SPLSERV A:/;t~.t 
' . ~ 

SUPPLY 

'f'~'''7>,\~ FORMED 0 
sac 
TCC 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 
" SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE ". SICRET 
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SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEOPERATION CODE FROM
12Mar 70FIRSTMARDIVX- ORIGINATOR

A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE
I - INFORMATION

COPY NO 1 OF 3 COPIES REC'DS- SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
SECTION CODE INITIALROUTE

IN OUT as FIRSTMARDIV MSG 120925Z MARHCG SECRET SPECAT
DCG

2/10

BIC/S REMARK
3/13DC/S I

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR MONTHS

U43/12xS/S
G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6

ADJ
AWARDS
CAP
CHAP

Copy
to 13rha618 PAD

COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED o
sac
TCC

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE
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IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIISPECAT FOllOWS/IIIIIIIIIII/111111111 

MAF"'T"'PAC DECICATED 
PACaT",CNC DECIAl'ED 

ZNY SSSSS 
o 120925Z MAR 1Gi 
FM CG FIRST r~A~D IV 
TO RUEOFIA/CMC 
INF'O RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC 
RUMLMPA/CG ! X 1 filA ~ 
BT .' 

. : ' 

., 
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HAMLET -4 SON THMI1G nl> REPt NO 10 
An CMC MSG UR5539Z MAR10 (NOTAL) 
io B&W AND COLOR PHOtOS OF SiXTENEN D'EAD CIVILIANS WERE PROCESSED 
BY FMFPAC AND REI THIS COMO OFF COURlER 10MAR70o PHOTOS WILL BE 
USED aNI.. Y IF CONSIDERED ESSEI\lT lAL .IO CASE. 
20 ART 32 :tNVES OtfF BEGAN HEAR.ING 12MA'R7fiJo DISPOSED OF SEVERAL 
PREtlMMOr IONS AND HEARD ONE W t'I:No REF A ADV rSED ENTR ANCE CIV 
DOUNSEl PVT HERRODo ~lUsr DETERMINE It MR STRIPE INTEDNDS TO PARt'" 
lCIPATE ART 329 IrHU. ATTEMPt TO DO T,HlS"BY PHONE ASAPo 
.30 EIGHT NEIIJSMEN CTHIH:g NBC O,NE ,ABC, .ONE; CBS II TWO API' ANONE UP!) 
ARR 0830 OUTSIDE HEAR ING RM rOOK PICTURES, SILENT MOVIE FILM OF 
FIVE ACCUSED ARRl\lALo NO ~Jll'N WERE INTERVIEWEDQ 
BT ~ 1 ' , 
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MAF-T-PAC DECICATED
PAC-T-CMC DECIATED

ZNY SSSSS
0 1209252 MAR 76
FM CG FIRST MARDIV
TO RUEOFIA/CIC
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
RUMLMPA/CG III MAF
BT
SECRET/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN/LTGEN BUSE/LTGEN MCCUT-
CHEON/FR MAJGEN WKEELER (DELIVER DURING SOR KING HOUR S)
HAMLET 4 SON THANG 8V) REPT NO 10
Ao CMC MSG 1115539Z MAR 70 (NOTAL)
1. B&W AND COLOR PHOTOS OF SIXTENEN DEAD CIVILIANS WERE PROCESSED
BY FMFPAC AND RET THIS COMD OFF COURIER 10MAR 70. PHOTOS WILL BE
USED ONLY IF CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL TO CASE.
20 ART 32 INVES OFF BEGAN HEARING 12MAR 70. DISPOSED OF SEVERAL
PRELIMMOTIONS AND HEARD ONE WIIN. REF A ADVISED ENTRANCE CIV
DOUNSEL PVT HERROD. MUST DETERMINE IF MR STRIPE INTEDNDS TO PART-
ICIPATE ART 32. WILL ATTEMPT TO DO THIS BY PHONE ASAP.
30 EIGHT NEWSMEN (THREE NBC ONE ABC, ONE CBS, TWO AP, ANONE UPI)
ARR 0830 OUTSIDE HEARING RM TOOK PICTURES, SILENT MOVIE FILM OF
FIVE ACCUSED ARRIVAL. NO WITN WERE INTERVIEWED.
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: S C1 E T h!\C .3248 EYES ONI..Y~ ...... 
;j1J~l!..C'£: ,UNINIZIf'JG LIKELl:-rOOD OF' CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DtHUNG 
~sno.\)I~UTS VISIT TO CA.MBODIA , 
1. :~·'.JLLG 12r~SIitONAU'fS GORDON. BEAN, AND CONRAD ,WILL VISIT 'PHNO-M' 
':~:lt~\"'~!\"UDP\ i)U~ING THE PERIOD 11-18 MARCH .9'10, ON A GOOD WILL 
{Jji ~s RiP~ESENtATIVES OF THE PRESIDENT. . 
.:,.,\;))-.;[:ZCSES '\RE 10 TAKE l\PPROPiUATE ACTION, IN SO FAR AS SECURITY \ 

\ v' :,J{C~S .,·ILL t>i!:lUt.IT, TO MINIMIZE THE LIKELIHOOD OF eORDER INCIDENTS 
..11'\1,:0 r I::'; ?E;HC;) Or 15-18 MARCH 1970. . 
;~. i;i2. l~O\Z.(jOLlG.{AS AssmiE.D PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANC!£ IN VIEW OF THE 
~E'iJ ::r~J 1'1 \T 2TU,)E;H .:tIOiS IN PHNOM P.ENH ON 11 MARCH 713. CULMINATED IN 
r L u ,; .. 1.1,) ,\; . .:1) S;'~C!\lI~G OF Il:!E PiiG E~BASSY AND THE BURN-ING OF THE 

'./. L ,I ;~';;t·.· .GTUJ[';HS l),jEt1E ;;tEPORTE'D TO BE PROTESTING AGAINST VC 

\ 

" 

'L;·:" ,;~' 'J.. CA~):30)U\ AlW AGAINST THE VISIT TO PHNOM PENH OF PHAN VAN DONG 
1'1: :1 .. .i.\IsrE~ Of'NVN.. I 

~ •• > : .. : /:Ji...L :<E'\NI:,lG Or' 'tHESE STUDENT ACTIONS IS VET 10 BE DETERMINED; 
1 ... .':LV~.~t iT '~PPEIl.RS AT THE \f;OMENT THAI, A ,CHANGE MAY BE TAKING PLACE 
'-'-!L: -{'.:0 iL0 BE OF' )3Er~EF'n' TO THE u.s. AND OTHER FRE.~ WORLD FORCES. 
3 - 1 i 
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SEN ABRAMS CORUSMACY SAIGON
BROWN CDR 7TH AF TAN SON NHUT

LTG ALDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH
AUM ZURWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
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LTG EWELL CG IIFFV LONG BINH

SECRETG COOWN CG DMAC CAN THO
INFO LT ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
LTG SOUTCHEN CG III MAF DA NANG
ZE
ECRET MAC 3248 EYES ONLY
SUBECT: MININIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DURING
ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA
1. APOLLO 12 ASTRONAUTS GORDON, BEAN, AND CONRAD WILL VISIT PHNOM

CAMMODIA DURING THE PERIOD 17-18 MARCH 1970, ON A GOOD WILL
AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESIDENT.

ADDRESSES ARE TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION, IN SO FAR AS SECURITY
FORCES .ILL PERMIT, TO MINIMIZE THE LIKELIHOOD OF BORDER INCIDENTS

I IZ PERIOD OF 15-18 MARCH 1970.
FOYEGOING YAS ASSUMED PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE IN VIEW OF THE
THAT STUDENT RIOTS IN PHNOM PENH ON 11 MARCH 70 CULMINATED IN

AND SACKING OF THE PRG EMBASSY AND THE BURNING OF THE
STUDENTS WERE REPORTED TO BE PROTESTING AGAINST VC

1. CAMBODIA AND AGAINST THE VISIT TO PHNOM PENH OF PHAN VAN DO NG
LISTER OF WVN.

FILL MEANING OF THESE STUDENT ACTIONS IS YET TO BE DETERMINED;
IT APPEARS AT THE MOMENT THAT A CHANGE MAY BE TAKING PLACEto

BE OF BENEFIT TO THE U.S. AND OTHER FREE WORLD FORCES.

TOTE: DELIVER DURING DUT HOURS

THIS MSG REQ UIRES ACCOUNTABILITY

COPY NR 2 OF 2 COPIES
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ZNY SSSSS Re64 'led TD P;1t. - f/4" 
o ~30830Z t·1AR 10 
CG FIRST flARDIV 
TO RUEOF! A/C!1C 
INFO RUlUIF'MAlCG F~lFPAC 
RUMLMPA/C G I IX l~ [~r 
BY 
SE C R E T/SPEC.H/EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPI'lMULTGEN 3USE 
LTGEN t~CCUl'CHEOf,j/FR tfJAJGEw WHEELt:R (DEL!VEtc uUxhn.i WUHKhHi HOURS' 
Hth'1 LET 4 SON TH td G (V) REP! NO All 
10 ~lRo GI!NE STRI:'E 9 CIVILIAr~ COUNSEL PVT HERROD p CONTACTED VIA 
MARS nSM{\R10 BY .~PPT DEF COUNSEL CAPT R., Co '1YLLIAMS 01060130 
~1Ro STRIPE DOES nOT INTEND 1'0 APPEAl1 Ai AtH 52 HHfESo RESULT 
HEARl NG CON UNU [!) 09210 A 3iH\R10o PROGRESS IS SLOtv BECAUS E FIVE DEF 
COm~SEl EACH HA'\d RIGHT CROSS EX \HTNo HEARING rHIY LAST FIVE 
OR SIX DAYS", ' . 
20 A2 n 9 HJH CAPT ·JOHN Po N OVAl( 09 A 336 II PAC THXS Cl!1Df) ~JAS IN DA\\lI\N G 
PRESS CENTER~ NF!, TONY SARGE[n IJ CBS l'Vf} TOLD CAPT NOVAK AiiY 
HEI..VIN BELLI- WAS OI~ PHONE FR OFFICE ef !·jR .. iHLLERp CBS BUREAU 
ClUff \) SA!GON v mm DESIRED TU lALK Tt) MI~o INDIVIDUAL UN PHONE 
IDENTIfIED HIMSEi'.F AS il1ELVIN BELLI II HlOICATED HE HAD JUST. fINISHED 

PAGE 1n:JO RUl1LLU 1\11 22 SEC R E r SPECAl 
GREEN BERET C OUFlr~JM ARTl Al/IJ ~JOULD 3E IN Rtt,i A 2H CARAV ELLE H OIEL\) 
SAIGON\! UNTIL SM MORN AND ~JONDERED IF' ACCUSED: NARINES SUBJ 
CASE klOULD LIKE 'fO TALK '·10 HHic HE OFFERED TO FLY UP XF THEY 
NEEDED HUle CAPT NOV AK REFERRED HHI TO S JA BUT r'H~o BELLI IND~'" .1' 

CATED HE DID N or ~lAN r TO I ALK TO ANY JAG.. ~lA\\lTED II! t\;;] ES ur APPT 
DEI" COUNSELo CAFf NOVAK TOLD HIM THE N~1ES HAD SE:EN RELEASED 
BUt MEDlD NOT r;,~VE rHE[1 ~JITH HIM AfW AGAIN SUGGESTED HE CALL 
SJAo 
30 SHORT rH1E UlrER t1Ro \HLL JOHNSC~]IJ AP NEVlSfilAN 
CONTACTED CAPT NOVAK AND ASKED IF IIjELVIN 3ELLI HAD OFFERED SER'" 
VICES" CIIPT NOV#il( t\CKNO~lLEDGED PHONE CALL FROM [vlR" BELLI BUT 
ADVISED l'H~e Jomjsm~ HE ~JOULD HAVE TO DISCUSS :4ATTER WI TH SJA 9EFORE 

:l~KI~~0~~~ ~~;N~j'~l.t JOHNSONCALL.ED SJA ON PHONEo ASKED IF SJA 
: INTENDED TO PASS ON OFFER OF ~'lRo .BEltI rG ACCQSED OR APPT DEF 
, COUNSElo SJA REf':dlED THAT HE DID NUT IIIIIt:NIJ III 'pASS IT O~~ SINCE 

oaTAUHNG CIVIL.LAN COUNSEL WAS PERSONAL CHOICK OF nmIVIDUALo 
5" No'U' KNOt'lJN AT THIS TIME WHETHER !·jRo riELVlw BEL.LI WAS ACTUALLY N 
ON PHONEo NO INDICAnOI~S tHC,! HE HAS ACTUALLY' CONTACTED ACCUSED 
OR AP?! COUNSELo PAO EXPECTS S{XijE PRESSCCNiiiENT ON MATTERo 
~~ ... 

BT 
1722 
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/' 

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
OJ OJ-V04·6603 SECRET 
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ECRET

SPECAT

RELAYEd TO PAC-946ZNY SSSSS
0 1308302 MAR 70
CG FIRST MARDIV
TO RUEOFIA/CMC
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
RUMLMPA/CG III MAF
BT
S E C R E I/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPTAN/LIGEN BUSE
LIGEN MCCUTCHEON/FR MAJGEN WHEELER (DELIVER DUKING WORKING HOURS)
HAMLET & SON THING (V) REPT NO 11
1. MR. GENE STRIPE, CIVILIAN COUNSEL PVT HERROD, CONTACTED VIA
MARS 13MAR70 BY APPT DEF COUNSEL CAPT R. C. WILLIAMS 0106073.
MR. STRIPE DOES NOT INTEND TO APPEAR AT AKI 32 INVES. RESULT
HEARING CONTINUED 0900 13MAR70. PROGRESS IS SLOW BECAUSE FIVE DEF
COUNSEL EACH HAVE RIGHT CROSS EX WITN. HEARING MAY LAST FIVE
OR SIX DAYS.
20 121910K CAPT JOHN P. NOV AK 091336, PAC THIS CMD, WAS IN DANANG
PRESS CENTER. MR, TONY SARGENT, CBS IV, TOLD CAPT NOV AK ATTY
MELVIN BELLI WAS ON PHONE FR OFFICE OF MR. MILLER, CBS BUREAU
CHIEF, SAIGON, AND DESIRED IU TALK TU HIM. INDIVIDUAL ON PHONE
IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS MELVIN BELLI, INDICATED HE HAD JUST FINISHED

PAGE TWO RUMLLUA1722 S E C T SPECAT
GREEN BERET COURT-MARTIAL, WOULD BE IN RM 101 CARAVELLE HOTEL,
SAIGON, UNTIL SAT MORN AND WONDERED IF ACCUSED MARINES SUBJ
CASE WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO HIM. HE OFFERED TO FLY UP IF THEY
NEEDED HIM. CAPT NOV AK REFERRED HIM TO SJA BUT MR. BELLI INDI
CATED HE DID NOT WANT TO TALK TO ANY JAG. WANTED NAMES UF APPT
DEF COUNSEL. CAPT NOVAK TOLD HIM THE NAMES HAD BEEN RELEASED
BUT HE DID NOT HAVE THEM WITH HIM AND AGAIN SUGGESTED HE CALL
SJA.
30 SHORT TIME LATER MR. WILL JOHNSON, AP NEWSMAN
CONTACTED CAPT NOV AK AND ASKED IF MELVIN BELLI HAD OFFERED SER-
VICES. CAPT NOV AK ACKNOWLEDGED PHONE CALL FROM MR. BELLI BUT
ADVISED MR. JOHNSON HE WOULD HAVE TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH SJA BEFORE
MAKING ABLY COMMENT
40 122030K MR. WILL JOHNSON CALLED SJA ON PHONE. ASKED IF SJA
INTENDED TO PASS ON OFFER OF MR. .3ELLI TC ACCUSED OR APPT DEF
COUNSEL. SJA REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT INTEND TO PASS IT ON SINCE
OBTAINING CIVILIAN COUNSEL WAS PERSONAL CHOICE OF INDIVIDUAL.
3. NOT KNOWN AT THIS TIME WHETHER MR. MELVIN BELLI WAS ACTUALLY N

ON PHONE. NO INDICATIONS THAT HE HAS ACTUALLY CONTACTED ACCUSED
OR APPT COUNSEL. PAO EXPECTS SOME PRESS COMMENT ON MATTER.
GP-4
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1. A3 REQUESTED BY REF A., THE POSSIBILITY OF HOSSING

with FIXED AND ROTARY MING AIRCRAFT OF THE MAB AVATION

PLEMENT IN THE PRESENT MAG-11 OPERATING AREA HAS BEEN III-

VESTIGATED. THERE 19 ADEQUATE RAMP AND REVENTMENT SPACES TO

ALL AIRCRAFT IN THE NUMBERS CURRENTYL ENVISIONED.

2. SMILE THIS ZAMP/REVELMENT AREA IS LARGE ENOUGH TO HOUSE

AND ROTECT BOTH MELICOPIERS AND FIXED WING, IT IS 40-1

DESIGN 10 FERMIT HELICOPTER OPERATIONS OF ANY SCOPE.

CARIVAL SEVENMENT DESIGN AND MEASUREMENTS ARE SUCH THAT

EAON TYPE WELICOPIERS WOULD HAVE TO BE SHUT DOWN ON THE

TAXIWAY, THE CH-46 AND CH-53 WOULD REQUIRE BLADE FOLDING

BEFORE BEING TOWED INTO THE PARKING AREAS. FOR THE LARGER

AIROHARI, THIS TOWING OPERATION, BOTH INTO AND OUT OF THE

never Lets, WOULD BE CONDUCTED IN VERY CLOSE QUARTERS AND

IDJRD RESELT IN CONGESTION. COMBINED OPERATIONS FROM THE

SAME AREA WOULD CREATE MUTUAL PROBLEMS: FOREIGN OBJECT DAMAGE

(FDS) FOR FIXED WING DUE TO HELO DOWN WASH, AND AIR-TAXI

DIFFI ULTIES DUE TO JET BLAST FOR THE UHIE/ARIG.

3. DANASE AB CONDUCTED APPROX 93,200 TAKE OFF AND LANDING

OPERATIONS IN DECEMBER, 53,400 IN JANUARY AND 45,700 IN

FEARUARY, IT 15 DOUBIFUL IF THESE FIGURES WILL DECREASE BY

POOT 24 THE COMING MONTHS. 11 IS AL SO DOUBTEUL IF THIS HEAVY

TRAFFIC COULD ACCOMMODATE MELICOPIER OPERATIONS FROM EITHER

THE MEDI RUEWAY OR TAXIWAY. THEREFORE A LANDING ZONE,

POSSIBLY to THE NORTH OF THE EXISTING MAG-11 RAMP AREA. WITH

MY ACCESS THROUGH WHERE THE TWO NORTH -EASTERN-MOST SOFT

COVERED REVEIMENTS NOW STAND, WOULD BE REQUIRED.

4. IF A COMPOSITE BROUP IS A NECESSITY, I FULLY CONGUR IN

THE STABLE SITE CONCEPT. THE DESIGN OF THE MAG-11 AREA

10 SERIOUSLY DEGRADE IF NOT PROHIBIT ANY DEGREE

08 ELICOPTER OPERATIONS. AS n POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE, THE

OF UTILIZING THE SUPPORT GROUP AREAS, [E:MGMS-17

A16 FREIGHT RAMP AREAS, FOR MELICOPTERS MAS BEER

STUDIES. with MINUMUM CONSTRUCTIOR (EXPEDITIONARY REVETMENTS)

THESE AREAS WOULD BE SATISFACTORY FOR HELO OPERATIONS HOWEVER

INE. SAME TRAFFIC CONTROLYLANDING-TAKEOFF AREA PROBLEMS

ASSOCIATED WITH THE MAG-1 AREA ARE APPLICABLE TO THIS AREA.

5. IN GREW OF CG FMEPAC INTEREST IN THIS SUBJECT AS EXPRESSED

DURING HIS LAST VIGIT {MY QQPIRTZ MAR 70 APPLIES), IT IS

REDUEBTED TRAT THESE CONSIDERATIONS AND YOUR DECISION/

RECO MENDATION BE PASSED TO HIM BY YOUR HEADQUARIERS.
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LOP SECRET

EXCLUSIVESPECAT
MCEO

TOR: 18/2015 MAR 780sWV PAC018
VITAZYUW RUHHFMA2217 3771948-ARAA-ORUEOFIE RUMLMPA.
ZNY AAAAA
P 181948Z MAR 70
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RULOFIA/CMC
INFO RUMLMPA/CG III MAF
BT
TOP SECRET SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN INFO LIGEN
MCCUTCHEON FROM LIGEN BUSE. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY.
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS. 08N0000011
FORCE PLANNING SUD
do (IS) I HAVE JUST RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM KEITH
MCCUTCHEON SWHICH IS QUOTED BELOWD. IN GHICH HE
CITES HIS CONCERN OVER THE POSSIBILITY OF A RESIDUAL
RLT WHOSE SOLE MISSION WOULD BE DEFENSE OF THE
DANANG VITAL AREA AND RECOMMENDS A 9.4K MAB AS A
RESIDUAL FORCE TO PRECLUDE ASSIGNMENT OF A SOLLLY
DEFENSIVE MISSION.
20 (STS) I HAVE PROVIDED YOU WITH OUR RLCOMMENDATIONS
FOR THE COMPOSITION OF A 8.9KD 9.0000 AND 10.8K MAB.

HOWEVER, I DO CONSIDER THAT OUR AIR/GROUND CAPABILITY
IS BEST REPRESENTED BY A 10.8K MAB AND, AS A MINIMUM,

PAGE TWO RUXHFMA2217 IOP SECRET EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
A 9.4K MAB.
QUOTES
FORCE PLANNING (U)
Ao CG III MAF 1202962 FEB 70 (TS/SPeCAT/MCcD)
80 CG III MAF 2013522 FLB 70 STS/SPECAT/MCEO)
Co CG III MAF 2306562 FEB 70 CTS/SPECAT/MCEO)
Do REF A WAS THE RECOMMENDED TROOP LIST FOR A 9.4M MAG.
REF 8 MODIFIED REF A TO INCREASE THE DEID RADIO BN AND REF

C FORWARDED THE REGUIRED TRADE OFF.
20 I AM CONCERNED AI INDICATIONS THAI THE MARINE CORPS
FORCE REMAINING AFTER PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENTS MAY BL USED
PRIMARILY TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR FIXED INSTALLATIONS IN
THE DANANG AREA.

90 USARV REPS CHAIRED A MEETING TO DISCUSS DEFENSE OF
THE DANANG VITAL ARCA ON ISHARTC. DURING DISCUSSION IT
BECAME APPARENT THAT USARV PLANS TO REINFORCE THE DANANG
AREA WITH ONLY ONE COMPANY FOR SECURITY FUNCTIONS. WHEN
THE INADEQUACY OF THIS FORCE WAS POINTED OUT BY XXIV CORPS
REPS, THEY WERE REMINDED BY USARV REFS THAT A MARINE RLI
WOULD BE IN THE AREAo

1-8
MCEO

PG
SPECAT

EXCLUSIVE 32COPY TOP SECRETOF COPIES111 MAF 2100/4

A-16
DECLASSIFIED
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TOP SECRET

``EXCLUSIVE

81

SPECAT

"MCEO

PAGE THREE RUHHFMA2217 TOP SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
B. III MAF ReP WAS QUESTIONED REGARDING REDEPLOYMENT

PLANS FOR THE IST MP BN NOW GUARDING DANANG AIR BASE.
Co PLANS AND INITIATIVES FOR RUNAF ASSUMPTION OF

SECURITY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DANANG AIR FIELD WERE RE-
JECTED LOCALLY AND HAVE BEEN AT THE JGS LEVEL FOR OVER
ONE MONTH WITH LITTLE SIGN OF MOVEMENT.

Do CG , I CORPS HAS STATED THAT HE IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE
SECURITY FOR THE ESSO PLANT OR THE I CORPS BRIDGE IN ITS
ENTIRETY DUE TO A SHORTAGE OF RF/PF FORCES.
30 EMPLOYMENT OF MARINES SOLELY IN is STATIC SECURITY ROLE
WOULD SUPPORT MACV POSITION THAT RLI. IS ONLY MARINE CORPS
FORCE REQUIRED SINCE HELICOPTER MOBILITY WOULD BE UNNEC-
ESSARY AND NEED FOR SUPPORTING ARMS (INCLUDING AIR) GREATLY
REDUCED. APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH A FORCE STRUCTURE
WOULD NOT BE IN BEST INTEREST OF MARINE CORPS AND WOULD ERODE
STATUS AS AN INTEGRAL AIR/GROUND TEAM OF COMBINED ARMS.
go I REALIZE THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BASED ON STAFF
DISCUSSIONS AND THAT CG CORPS HAS NOT ONLY NOT MADE

A DECISION IN THAT REGARD BUT PROBABLY HAS NOT EVEN CONO
SIDERED THIS PROBLEMO HOWEVER, LOCAL SECURITY WILL BE A

PAGE FOUR RUHNFMA2217 TOP SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MCEO
PROBLEM AFTER PHASE IV AND I WANTED TO ALERT YOU TO WHAT
COULD BE THE XXIV CORPS SOLUTION TO THAT PROBLEM, I.E.O.D

THE USE OF THE MARINE RLT PRIMARILY FOR LOCAL SECURITY.
IF THAT IS THE DEVELOPMENT, WE MAY WANT TO START THINKING
NOW ABOUT THE ADVISABILITY OF KEEPING... ANY FORCE LESS THAN
904K AFTER PHASE IVo
UNQUOTE:
30 WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2217
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"MCEO"

"EXCLUSIVE'
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REQUEST FOR (U)
A. CHC 1212482 MAR 70
B. CG III MAF LTR 14/202 5322 OF 19 DEC 69.
Io (U) REF A GUERIED THIS HEAD CUARTERS AS TO THE
REQUIREMENT FOR A CAF HEAD QUART ER S IN-VIEW OF EVENTS
WHICH HAVE TRANSPIRED SINCE ORIGINATION OP REF 3.
20 (S) THE REQUIREMENT CONTAINED REF D IS'DESIRED
BILLETS ARE PRESENTLY BEING STAFFED BY MOVEMENT OF
PERSONNEL PROM HQ III MAF INTO THE CAF. FIRIVER THE
REQUIREMENT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS . HAVING MISTORICAL
VALUE AND PROCESSED ACCORD INGLY
So (IS) POST PHASE IV FLANS FOR RUN REFLECT A REQUIRE-
MENT FOR 9.6K CAG WHICK WILL BE ATTACHED TO AND

PAGE THO TOPSECRET MARKERS CORPS EYES ONLY
VETIDRAW CO WITH THE RESIDUAL MAB. THERE VELL BE NO
REQUIREMENT FOR A CAF HEAD QUARTERS, HOLLEVER GRADES
AND SKILL S ASSIGNED IO THE CAG HEAD QUARTERS MAY DEVIATE
RROM THOSE PRESENTLY CONTAINED IN THE TABLE OF
ORGANIZATION DUE TO ITS PROJECTED EMPLOYMENT AS A
SINGLE CAG. THE GRADE AND SKILL REQUIREMENTS FOR
THIS CAG AND ITS HEAD QUARTERS WILL BE FORWARD
FOLLOWING RESOLUTION OF A TROOP LIST FOR RESOUN
FORCES.
CPOA
ETT

2193

Copy / of 3 - copies
C/S S/S T/EHO FLC LEGALCOMPT CEOG-3 G-5 TRNGADJG-4G-2 DISBOLOCG-8 ME

ACT/COG
INFO/
COORD

TOP SECRET MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
1ST FSR 2100/4 (10/67)

CA-171
DECLASSIFIED
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~EADQU~TERS 4t 
"' MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

III MAF FORM 5216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE' FROM I DATE . 
)( - ORIGINATOR LTG ZAIS XXIV CORPS 18 ~.1AR 70 
A· ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE k I - INFOR~ATION o 180444Z MAR 70 1tO.. § 4 COPI~S REC'O ' s- SIGNA~E 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL' 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT 
"CG OPERATIDONAL CONTROL OF III HAF UNITS 

-' 
DCG 
CIS REMARK 

DCIS 
DCSPL~ 

DISPOSrTON DEPCQROS 
OSA ICTZ 

SIS C RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 
G-5 SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 ' 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP \ 

CIS " 
COMP 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL tiln Cf tenS 
PROTO - --
pSYOPS 

f) t:~') RDTSE 
REPRO 

SJA .~ SPLSERV ;/ 
/fj.:Ir" 

SUPPLY , /../" 

FORMED 0 (. SSC 
, 
, , 

TCC 
.'1tJ,~~,,-\~ Y-'i::f1<~. 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE SICRET 
~-.b3 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUA TERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X- ORIGINATOR LTG ZAIS XXIV CORPS 18 MAR 70A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION

0 1804442 MAR 70 COPY NO OF 4 COPIES REC'D
S- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL

IN OUT
OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITSCG

DCG
C/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR MONTHSS/S

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
G-4 RETENTION
G-5

SIGNATURESECTION
G-6

ADJ
AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB

COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
COFY__CF - CODIES

PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8.6

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED o
S&C
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

B-23
DECLASSIFIED
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• 

'(f lL~r.f~:-:~YTZFf-4 ZFF-:'T ----
P"I LL ;:US C.:i ,'<XIV CORPS !Tez DNG 
ro :.. r\i ',CG HC'tEON CG III ~Ar DNG 

;;. ;, \ i:.~ i J:23 64:5 EVES O'U .. 'i FOrt l.TG MCCUTCHEON 

• 

1. 1.i:::ATt.V h,PPRECll,\TE VO'JR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE REGARDING 

,. 

. 0 'i:,rnIi.,;~;!~.t. Go:rraOL OF III MAr UNITS. THE ~RRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE 
: J~di.:·r.; ··~?Li:.rELY t'tCCE?l'ABLE TO ~E AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE 
.)~\."iiLJL,,\i1 ."tiE HIAt YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS 

. :,·:n: I i ~'''F J~HTS t\RE FUL.LY CARiU(;O 0 lIT. 
I.:. t\ .. ;.i '·'U ... HARY POLICE CO~lPANY IS ALREADY VJO~KING WITH OUR 
: '··w;,,:~;;n: /t\~S·1At.. THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH GENERAL MIL.LER AND 
i ~~L~~~L \~TZGEa TO PREPARE A LETTER G 
~ INSTRUCTION PERTAINING TO 
, :':,'J • 'Of r if; GOM81NEO ACTION FORCE AS REPl.ECTED tN YOUR MESSAGE. 
I ;.. i;~ :~Jo'(r;:; MY VISI r WITH EO WKEELER'S DIVISION VESTERDAY • AND. 
: • f\;-·p1ECI~rE YOJil lAKING tHE TH~£ TO A'CCOMPANY ME. 
: 4. ~A~r l~GAaJS. 
i ' 

~ .:;.::;;; 'DrE: JELIVER )URHJG DUTY HOURS 
1 ~', , 
.f ,.)~; 

con ..L or !L COPllS 

DECLASSIFIED 

0 1304440 ZYH ZFF-4 ZFF-1
LIG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS ITCZ DNGFM

SECRET

ro LIG CHICHEON CG III MAF DNG

ONG 643 EYES ONLY FOR LTG MCCUTCHEON
EATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE REGARDING

PERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS. THE ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE
ARE POYPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE
ARICULAR ,ARE THAT YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELAT IO NSHIPS

AF UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT.IT
YOUR TILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH OUR

TORNOVOST MARSHAL. THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH GENERAL MILLER AND

3/20
METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER G

INSTRUCTION PERTAINING TO
07 THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE AS REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE.
INJOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIVISION YESTERDAY, ANDI

APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY ME.
WARM REGARDS.4.

DSD NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
2)

COPY 3 OF 4 COPIES

SECRET

R 13



DECLASSIFIED 

J ---
• ~EADQUA~RS __ 

"" - ~ 

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE- FROM I DATE x - ORIGINATOR GEN ABl\A:t4S MACV 19 MAR 70. 4- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
SERIAL. NO/ CONTROL DATE Icol -C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 

1- INFORMATION o 181411Z MAR 70 PY NO 7)-QF 4 COPIES REC'O S- SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION CODE DATE 

'ru'~ 
SUBJECT -

IN OUT po. ACTlVITU.s nq CMIDODIA --·CG I....-~ l...e~ --
DCG I 
CIS :l :JH4 ~ REMARK-

DC/S ~ Vl').{) '-~ 
DCSPLANS / 

DISPOSITON DEPCORDS 
OSA ICTZ 

SIS ..." I.T/~ C. (J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 
. 

DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 0 
G-2 ~ ~ ...... 
G-3 1.. llo, ..... 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 v III RETENTION 
G-5 

SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 -

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 4'. 
CHAP 

rH"'~. CIS , 
""~J fp 

COMP 
j) • 

DENT 
ENGR ~()""e . 
FOODS 
FSEO ~ 

HQCMDT . 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDTSE 

cOPt )- or i COPIES ! REPRO 
SJA 

SPLSERV 
I 

SUPPLY 
.. 'i 

'.'\ 
FORMED 0 

" sac 'I 
Tce .i 

SGT MAJ 
"~I 

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE SIC RET 

A-.:<<I 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUAR ERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X- ORIGINATOR GEN ABRAMS MACV 19 MAR 70A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/ CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION

0 181411Z MAR 70S- SIGNATURE COPY NO OF 4 COPIES REC'D
DATE SUBJECT

SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL

H

IN OUT
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIAICG

DCG
I

3/19C/S I REMARK
7

y

DC/S
3120

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ

3/19x RETAIN FOR MONTHS
4S/S

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

Copy
IG-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTIG-3
copyG-4 RETENTION

G-5
SIGNATURESECTION

G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP

S/S.CHAP

PASS to FMAW.CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR

DoneFOODS

C
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT &E

COPY 2 OF 4 COPIESREPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O
S&C
TCC

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

B-24
DECLASSIFIED
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o 1814 HZ ZYH Z"cz"sztS 
FM GEl ABRAMS COMUS~CV SAIGON 
to GE. BlOW. CDR lA' TSM 
Lall fULDREI DCG USARV_ 
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAV'ORV, 
LTG lAtS OS XXIV CORPS 
LTG COLLINS CGl FFV 
MG MILLOY CO II FFV 
fiG MCCOW N CG D IlIA C 
YSQKOLC/COlHEALY CO 5TH SPEC FORCES 
COL CAVANAUGH SOG 
ZEN/COLPATTERSON CO 525 MI GP 
INFO LTG MCCUTCHEN 1:1I MAY 
IEM 
SEC RET ~AC 3'74EYES ONLY 
SUBJECT:ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA (5) 
1. REFERENCE IS MADI 'fO MAC 3548 INTEL 

• 

SECREI 

2. (S)ACCORDING TO tHE,LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THtS HEAD ... 
QUARTSYS THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A COUP MAY BE'UNDERWAY IN 
CAMBODIA. THE PRECISE NATUREIS UNKNOWN. -
3. (S)PENDING CLARI'ICATION OF THE SITUATION AND FURTHER INSTRUC­
TIONS.ALLCOMl'IANDS WILL ADHERE TO THE CURRENT PUBLISHED RULESOF 
ENGAGEMENT. PARTICULAR CARE WILL 8E TAKEN TO AVOID BORDER INCI­
DENTS, BUT PLANNED OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE BORDER NEED 
NOT .REPEA T NOT t BE CA NCELLED. 
4. (S) SHOULD ANY EJ.EMENT OF MACV BE APPROACHED BY CAMBOI)IAN , 
REPRESENTATIVES FOR ASSISTANCE.NO COMMITMENTS WIt.1.. BE MADE 'BUT THE 
DETAILS WILL BE REFtRRED TO THIS HEADQUARTERS BY FLASH MESSAGE. 
5. (S) YOU WILL 8E KEPT INFORMED OF EVENTS AS THEY UNFOLD. 
SP-4 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT 
220 

THIS MllaS,\GE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABliLITY 

COpy 'd.- OF £{ COPIES 

NNNN 
'SECR£L'~ I 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

0 181411Z ZYH ZFF6ZFF3ZZS
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSRACV SAIGON

722/199

190TO GEN BROWN CDR 7AF TSN
LOEN MILDREN DCG USARV

3/10/80

VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV

SECRET
LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS
LTG COLLINS CGI FFV
MG MILLOY CG II FFV
MG MCCOWN CG DMAC
YSQKOLC/COLHEALY CO 5TH SPEC FORCES
COL CAVANAUGH SOG
ZEN/COLPATTERSON CO 525 MI GP
INFO LTG MCCUTCHEN 111 MAF
ZEM
SECRET MAC 3574EYES ONLY
SUBJECT:ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA (S)

1. REFERENCE IS MADE TO MAC 3548 INTEL
2. (S)ACCORDING TO THE LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THIS HEAD-
QUARTSYS THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A COUP MAY BE UNDERWAY IN
CAMBODIA. THE PRECISE NATUREIS UNKNOWN.
3. (S)PENDING CLARIFICATION OF THE SITUATION AND FURTHER INSTRUC-
TIONS, ALLCOMMANDS WILL ADHERE TO THE CURRENT PUBLISHED RULESOF
ENGAGEMENT. PARTICULAR CARE WILL BE TAKEN TO AVOID BORDER INCI-
DENTS, BUT PLANNED OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE BORDER NEED
NOT,REPEAT NOT, BE CANCELLED.
4. (S) SHOULD ANY ELEMENT OF MACV BE APPROACHED BY CAMBODIAN
REPRESENTATIVES FOR ASSISTANCE, NO COMMITMENTS WILL BE MADE BUT THE
DETAILS WILL BE REFERRED TO THIS HEADQUARTERS BY FLASH MESSAGE.
5. (S) YOU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF EVENTS AS THEY UNFOLD.
GP-4

sso NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT
220

THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY

COPY 2 OF 4 COPIES

NNNN

SECRET

B-24
DECLASSIFIED
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~EADQUAIrERS tt 
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE 
)( - ORIGINATOR 
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION 
I - INFORMATION 
S- SIGNATURE 

FROM I DATE . 
IAJAlA/,4I~ ~~ #,.1 /P ~...D4 7 .... 

SERIAL NOICONTROL DATE 1 . 
I Jl"d" ~ ~ Z M IJ~ 71J ICOpy NO I OF / COPIE'S REC'O 

ROUTE SECTION CODE DATE INITIAL' SUBJECT 

&--..J-. .-':, C'""G""'-+"..:J,..".....-+---=.;.I N!--~O:.!::U..:..T-+-I~I:d.~Io"l' 'J~.-~rte' M .. 1t~,..eAlr ,c=:'. IC rH~ 
J----II- .-:::'='---'=--~-- 'J 

OCG '" '1 J ~ MAfYJ- 0 8 iii !9e.. 
CIS'::; .Jf/q 1 REMARK-

. DC/S:::r "1/1). Y 
DCSPLAN5 
DEPCORDS DISPOSITOH 

DSA ICTZ 
SIS [J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I o DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 
G-4 
G-5 
G-6 . 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

o RETURN FOR PERMANENT 
RETENTION 

SECTION SIGNATURE 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSF; SICRET 
,{J-.:<S 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

MEADQUAI ERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X- ORIGINATOR 19 MAR 20COMNAV FORUA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION

1800302 MAR 70 COPY NO / OF C COPIES REC'DS- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTION CODE INITIALROUTE

Requirement FOR THE
IN OUT

M

ICG
MAM-C BRidgeDCG

of3/1917C/S REMARK

x3/12IDC/S
DCS PLANS

DISPOSITONDEPPCORDS
DSA ICTZ

RETAIN FOR MONTHS
cy3/19

S/S
G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3

Cap z to RETENTIONG-4
G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS

c/s

pl give

CAP
CHAP
CIB

me per
on thisCOMP

:DENT

I assure the M
copy

toENGR
FOODS

NAMO budge
NFSEO

of
be just

before
Let

HQ CMDT
INSP

lapo plant
wMTO

NJA

the plan
aOPANAL

for
concerned

are

budge
is

ORD
PMO or

POSTAL 1 can
PROTO

fund
me

orally

PSYOPS
RDT 8E

A longe of some
LineREPRO

is essential little

25

SJA
SPLSERV

many
wont cluntSUPPLY

FORMED O

are. VI
Kg

s&c
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE
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DECLASSIFIED 

. , 
__ "i_ ",< ,iii 

~CRET •• • 
P T TSl Yli!,~! KI.Ii'ilJ('''03 3'~ 1 i) 7-liil.i:~O-S S S S--i~ Ui·:Li"·iP i\ • 
1.1,;Y SSS~S 

..,AC1f= a-I , 

/:;T 

::i f:: C ,{ t T 

FCTFIEJ"f1\1~1t::::B:lD I) GE (SOL -= 
!:"f.!:I" REnUFSTEIJ <'Y f...4t.V TO U\r<E I<~li~')h! I'-IV FWdlIl·.IG 

K celli I R Et·itl\l l::; FliR CU;'lIS T RI JC 1 I O!·~ Pi{ uJ f:Cr s TI1R mll;H S r: P T t: ,·h~.t::K .. I J\i-t t.L SO 
Ui',i!ic 1< Il'!S H<llC TI 111\'$ TI t t:: LI f·!J 1\1;\.11:: til l HIl 1 HI: h/W.IJ R Ef.HJ I K ~1'jF.I\'T ~~ I j\! 
THI: i'·IILC!]!.; 41{f.A. 0,\1,; ~RlIJfCT ~qi{ \·.1I-!ICH A i'iM·{/'l !H:i'!lIIKtl'.i£::.I!T IS Nfl" CLt:i-\lt 
.L\l THE 1:"l-tl:Sf.iIlT TIME IS hit 1,1/.1.1'.1-11 i'KJ[1GE. ThI~, I-'KI,IJf:Cl' I-ltiS i>-f.t:i\' PUH':H) 
Hl r~lJTH THt: t\ld"WoS M,I) i'.IAVY'S 1:,IlCI'N f/!{(](;I{,:\,.': AT VA,WLJS TII-it:S 1)liI<.Hjt~ 

Hi t I-' I:·,s 1.. P k I.1.f t:i\~T L Y U\C V Sii Y ~ IT I S If\' HiE i'l/.; "'I' 0 S i~R (j(;RA," I t= T HI:: j{ f. OU 11(/-:­
hf.·v1 STILL EXITS .. 
i" (S) SII\~CI" [!tj~ HITUI{E FUf··JDH!G (IlJTL{)llK !->Hil!:.I~ i: ~II.f:j.~~~U: 
SHUKTf.~LL fJ~ HI;'.!!)!),I 1\1,1 LtIlH(I(~b CUI!:)F.I.V AT f..I\Crl IJi"OJf.GT HJ 
UtTtki'.Ii\E If Slli'l~ I:EM,'S C~\I'i ~r: DfVISe" HI CIIT CiI!:j.TS fIR ~I\TISI~Y 
TH\:: ;<t: (.lll I !,u-:j'lt: i'rr fi Y I\L T tRJ'.!A T I V E f4 t/\f·; S .. 
~ .. (5) U.'lt!Of,!{; TO T ... t~ fllTUHE I (.H.lI-:STIDi\· t·~ll~TI-lr:I( nil: f'.t:\I"·I-fi iRIII(;I:: 
IS A IIt:HI\lJTt: R~(WIREf·'1ENTv OK ~·!t-It::Tr·iI:f\ YflUI-t frl.~Ct:S ~'!ILL f.i~JOV ITS r~t:i~EFIT" 
Pl-iGF. 1 ~,t-, I<LH·,UGKLI 3341 SEC k !:: T 
I Ar·, I·'~CLI.i'it:IJ l~fl;~t:CUt.ii'Jl~fI!D THJ.\l~ THIS ,~i:t(IJECT I·~t I~LACED I~.IT!~ ..... 
ltll: ,.\kj·!Y'S hILCI 11\:,'PIW(;I-(M'1 6 IF l!-1EY ~tlJl.lI;l': IT HI hE J), MJI.kLl kblOli<'~I·,r:I'!lo 
HU;.-Jt:VI::l·t, IF YOU tlELIf.\IE 1\ lll::fI!I!ITi: FIlTllRi:: :{f.f.IIJI'~I-:I··Ii:t.'T FOi, THI: i$kifiGf. 
H,t, Yl!lIR HlkCr.S 110~S ,=x I STt i\H.: l-iV CI:t~l·iE/l.\Stl\{J!.TE 
.·~t:i'Il:+I 1 IfIILL Kt: llllTAIHEI1 iW rlURSt::LVES IN !~ELM\TI!J!\\ TlJ Till:: 
I:XPFCH:U CllSTiAIJPRUX $2 .. 7. hIlLIUN) THHI 1 HLl H!CUID{: THE: 
6RI,ll;t: I!\1 .w flJTIH~t 1>~IIGK!\i·i. 

'I'" ($) ill THE I-'t{f.SI:NT TIi-;i;; THE BlIj)(·;/:: DE~IC~'" HiS Ci!i·li;.F.I·lCf.11 M:1i 
IS I::XfJECTt::D TO t~E SII~FICIr.i\ITLY ClH':l'lETE TO PErU·,IT cni·tSHWCTIi!l'; 
TU !,l:(~I"') Jili tHJGUST 1'.i70. CUI'JSTkIJCTnl\; I~ r.STH:j),lEIJ Til Tllj~t:: 
.AP l-'1<i IX I I"A Tt:L Y l? 1';Uj\lT~IS., 

:.:. (tr) I->ltt\!-II: '''WIS!=. Yllm~ F.VAltl~·TIf)I'l IiF HilS !·tI::(,1Ull-tr:I';,/=j\'T Ji-' 
LI GHT !)f ,-,UT AtlSTJ-:Kc FUND I;~(; 51TlI/H Illf'l. 
6. (U) ~t::~T ~EGAR~So 
GP-iJ• 

1·1 
·:::L:;L;-l 
I\I'':/-:i,' 

H! 11h:,2/077-70 

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
OJOJ-V04·6603 /8 

lACK 

Ci:?~.Y <6 ~p..;{JC:OFO~r 
DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
t3-d)..~ 30 

DECLASSIFIED

ECRET

10f6

29
MAR

PTTSZYUW RUHUGK03341 0770030-SSSS--RUALMPA.
eruZNY SSSSS

ACT G-
34111

P 1800302 RAK 70 ZFF-1
FR. CURNAVFURY

20TU RUALIPA/CG III HAF
BT
S E R t T
PERSUMAL FUR LIGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM ZUNALT
REQUIREMENT FOR THE MAM-II BRIDGE (S)
To TST I HAVE BEEF REQUESTED BY HACV TO LAKE KNOWN NY FUNDING
REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS THROUGH SEPTEABER. I AH ALSO
UNDER INSTRUCTIONS T11 ELIMINATE ALL 1117 THE HARD REQUIREMENTS IN
THE MILCON AREA. ONE PROJECT FOR WHICH A HARD REQUIREMENT IS NUT CLEAR
A1 THE PRESENT TIME IS THE NAM-11 BRIDGE. THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN PLACED
IN MUTH THE ARMY'S AND NAVY'S MILCON PROGRAM AT VAROUS TIMES DURING
THE PAST. PRESENTLY NACV SAYS IT IS IN THE NAVY'S PROGRAM IF THE REQUIRE-
MEXT STILL EXITS.
2. (S) SINCH OUR FUTURE FUNDING OUTLOOK SHOWS i SIZEABLE
SHORTFALL OF FUNDS, I AM LOOKING CLOSELY AT EACH PROJECT TO
DETERMINE IF SOKE PEANS CAN BE DEVISED TLI CUT COSTS OR SATISFY
THE REQUIREMENT dY ALTERNATIVE MEANS.
3. (S) LOOKING TO THE FUTURE I QUESTION WHETHER THE NAN-0 FRIDGE
IS A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT, OR WHETHER YOUR FORCES WILL ENJOY ITS BENEFIT.
PAGE Inu KUAUGKD3341 S E C R E T
I AM INCLIMED THERECOMMEND THAT THIS PROJECT RE PLACED INTO
THE ARHY'S HILCON PROGRAM. IF THEY JUDGE IT TO BE A HARD REQUIRE-EMP.
HOWEVER, IF YOU BELIEVE A DEFINITE FUTURE REQUIREMENT FOR THE BRIDGE
FUR YOUR FUKCHS DOES FXIST& AND AV COMMENSURATE
BENEFIT WILL BE OBTAINED BY OURSELVES IN RELAATION T1, THE
EXPECTED CUSTIAPPRUX $2.2 HILLION) THEN I VILL INCLUDE THE
BRIDGE IN MY FUTURE PRUGRAM.
4. (S) AT THE PRESENT TIME THE BTIDGE DESIGN H/S CORRERCEN AND
IS EXPECTED TU HE SUFFICIENTLY COMPLETE TO PERMIT CONSTRUCTION
TO REGIN IN AUGUST 1970. CONSTRUCTOR IS ESTIMATED T11 TAKE
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HAM.ET 4 SON THANG ('I) REpr NO 12 
10 ART ,2 HEAR ING BEGAN 12MAR10 CONClUDED 2;rlI900Z MAR700 ~4 
V\f ITN CALLED INa.. LID ING 5VNG HEAR UNG IN SESS g ON FOR 9 SEPARATE 
OAYSo EXPECT VERBAT 1M RECORD APffiOX 700 PAGES TO BE PREPARED 
ABOur 15 AM10~ 
20 APPT OEF COUNSEl. FOR PrO SAMuEL G GREEI'" JRo NOT WIED THAT 
M\o JAMES AQ CH lARA 1914 SUPER lOR BL.OG, 81, SUPER lORA VEfJ 
CLEVEl..ANO OHIO 44114 EXFECfS TO ACT AS CIVILIAN COUNSEL SHOlLD 
HIS OASE BE BROUGHI' TO TRIALCl APPT OEF HAS WRITTEN WROHIARA 
ABOUl" CA SEo . 
50 NEWS RELEASE W ILL BE MADE ADVISING El'D ART '2 AI\[) OTHER FACTS 
PAR 1 ABOVE" GP..4 .. 
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MCCUTCHEON
FR MA JGEN WHEELER (DEL IVER D I R I NG WORKING HOURS)
HAMLET 4 SON THANG (V) REPT NO 12

1. ART 32 HEAR ING BEGAN 12MAR70 CONCLUDED 230900Z MAR70. 94

WITN CALLED INCLUDING 3VN. HEAR ING IN SESSION FOR 9 SEPARATE
DAYS. EXPECT VERBATIM RECORD APRROX 700 PAGES TO BE PREPARED
ABOUT 15 APR70.
2. APPT DEF COUNSEL FOR PFC SAMUEL G GREEN JR. NOTIFIED THAT
MR. JAMES Ao CHIARA 19 14 SUPER I OR BLDG, 815 SUPER 10R AVE,
CLEVELAND OHIO 44114 EXPECT S TO ACT AS CIVILIAN COUNSEL SHOULD
HIS CASE BE BROUGHT TO TR IAL. APPT DEF HAS WR ITTEN MR CHIARA
ABOUT CASE.
30 NEWS RELEASE WILL BE MADE ADVISING END ART 32 AND OTHER FACTS
PAR 1 ABOVE.
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~RINE CORPS EYJAONLY .. 
Ii' • ... COMMUN I C~N CENTER 
, ...• - ~ .~ .' - • __ . ----.'- HEADt;UARTE~S • CONF IDENT It~ ~ FORCD~S~~~!:I~U"~~~NO 

., .... _8 

.. . ", , p 

\\ [XClU·S~VE 
ZCZC929 TtJI': p+,,/¢t'¢G""2 J1It1tl ~V!e-
PITC ZY U~J RU~1LNHM)091O 08~)0900°CCC;Co "'fH'.Wll", MPtl ~ 
ZN'f CCCCC 
P 2 4 090WZ r~AR 113 
F'M CG Ji IRS l' M fHd 
TO RUMLMPA/CG III MAl' 
Bf 
C 0 t3 fo' IDE NT! fI L / M AR I N[ COR P S E 'if!: S 0 Nt Y 
PERSCr~A1., FOR LrGEr~ MCCU1'CHEON F'RJC"l M?.JGEN THRASH 
SUBJ2 CRASH OF CO AMERICAL DIVISIONS UH-IH IN VICINITY OF 

CHU L AI taR BASE Olll 11 MAR GH is 10 ' 
I. THE PRELHllNMn' INVESTiGp.r'lON Of THf~ SUBJECT CRASH 

HAS SEEM COMPLETED .. 'tHE REPORT IS CIJRRENTLY BEING tmnrE~l" IT IS 
ESIU1ATED 1M AT THE FINAL REPORT 1;J ILl, BE COMPLETED \HTHIN T\~O trJEEKSQ 
20 f.\ COMPLETE BRIEFING 8Y COLO!~EL DUNWIDD1Er. SEtHOR i·IEr·1BE.R OF 
THE BOARD 9 HAS ASSURED £,1£ OF' THE FOLLOWH~G FACTS: 

A. TH AT THE R AD AH A [,jD U"fi' EQU!p~1E!~r U! II... lZED TO CONTROL 
r~1AJ GEN RA~iSEYS ~URCRf.lf'T WERE H~ GOOD WORIUNG ORDER AND HAD BEEN 
PROPERLY CERtIFIED BY THE USAF ON n MARCH 19700 

Be THAT BOTH CONHWl.LERS 1.:JEHE \~E"'L EXPERIE~JCED A~lD LICENSED 
IN ACCORDIHJCE ~1I rH FAA REGlIlJ.A'C 10 ~JS Mm OPt~/W REQUIR[i:~lENTSo 

Co THAT THE PROCEDURES UTILIZED 'SYCHU LA! APPROACH CONtROL 
t\lERE SOUND AND IN ACCORDANCE {nTH EXISTING REGULATI0NSo 

PAGE HJO RUMLf1HAi0090 CON FI D E r'~ T I A L IMAR INE CORPS EYES Of\lL Y 
Do THAT THE CRASH \vAS MOT, I.HE RESlILT. OF NEGLIGENCE 

BY ANY i1EMBER Of THE NAVAL SERVICE\) 
30 THE fINAL WRITTEN REPORt WU .• L BE: COtr1PL.EIED UPON RECEIPT OF 
CERrA! N REQUIRED INF'ORMM'lON F'R OM l' HE' ARMY I\CCIDE NT HlVEST IGATIVE 
rEM1. . 
4. ALL HJFORMAT!ON OBTAINED IJV FMA~\! INVESTIGATIVE BOARD HAS 
BEEM MADE AVA ILABLE TO THE f.\.fU1Y 'HJVEST IGAT WE TEAM" 
50 THE FINAL WRITTEN REPORT WlLL BE FORWARDED TO CG III MAF 
AND A COpy SENT TO CG MIERICAl. D.IVISION~., 
GP"4 
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P 2 40900Z MAR 70
FM CG FIRST MAW
TO RUMLMPA/CG III MAF
BT
C 0 D E N T IAL /MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY
PERSONAL FOR LIGEN MCCUT CHEON FROM MAJGEN THRASH
SUBJ: CRASH OF CG AMERICAL DIVISIONS UH-1H IN VICINITY OF

CHU LAI AIR BASE ON 17 MARCH 1970
1. THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION OF THE SUBJECT CRASH
HAS BEEN COMPLETED. THE REPORT IS CURRENTLY BEING WRITTEN. IT IS
ESTIMATED THAT THE FINAL REPORT WILL BE COMPLETED WITHIN TWO WEEKS.
2. A COMPLETE BRIEFING BY COLONEL DUNWIDDIE, SENIOR MEMBER OF
THE BOARD, HAS ASSIRED ME OF THE FOLLOWING FACTS:

A. THAT THE RADAR AND IFF EQUIPMENT UTILIZED TO CONTROL
MAJ GEN RAMSEYS AIRCRAFT WERE IN GOOD WORKING ORDER AND HAD BEEN
PROPERLY CERTIFIED BY THE USAF ON 11 MARCH 1970.

B. THAT BOTH CONTROLLERS WERE WELL EXPERIENCED AND LICENSED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH FAA REGULATIONS AND OPNAV REQUIREMENTS.

C. THAT THE PROCEDURES UT LLIZED BY CHU LAI APPROACH CONTROL
WERE SOUND AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING REGULATIONS.

PAGE TWO RUMLMHA0090 C 0 N F D /MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
D. THAT THE CRASH WAS NOT. THE RESULT OF NEGLIGENCE

BY ANY MEMBER OF THE NAVAL SERVICE.
30 THE FINAL WRITTEN REPORT WILL BE COMPLETED UPON RECEIPT OF
CERTAIN REQUIRED INFORMATION FROM THE ARMY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIVE
TEAM.
4. ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED BY FMAW INVESTIGATIVE BOARD HAS
BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO THE ARMY INVESTIGATIVE TEAM.
5. THE FINAL WRITTEN REPORT WILL BE FORWARDED TO CG III MAF
AND A COPY SENT TO CG AMERICAL DIVISION.
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C U NFl It F III T I A L IIN!JlV1IHtJ!t)/ I 

~ II ,'1,~ , 
L. 'iI •• ii I Lt 

FOR L T GEN lAIS, INFO L T GEN iIo1CCUTCHEOf\l Ai'lU t-iAJ GEl'! lHRASH 
FROt·j ~ARj}SHAR 

1. {~} PROPOSE T. VI~IT UAN~NG ON 31 MARCH AND RON. URIENTAT!U~ 
VISIT TO XXIV CORPS" I I J f'lAF, FIRST {",M-I, pmNKEY td1 0llNlt\Ij\! 
COi"IPLI=X, V(.l-l f}FT M!D LISA 32 ARE UESH~ED .. YUUR SUGGESTIlllllS 
ffJk AIHJIlI(lNAL VISITS/CALLS l~CuLD eE APPRECIATED. 
2 .. (C) I PROPOSE T(1 ARRIVE OANAi\lG 310931!JH6 j\;jAR VIA Cl/~ FR0I4 
YANKEE STATJUN ANn nEPART A~ 1 APRIL ON cn~PLEllnN OF . 
SCHEDULE. LCDK LANING, CIC OFFICEH., LT ESHECK, AEt-J OFFICER 
A 1\11 , L"I JC? HARR IS. r:y A J DF, \H l L ACC0fI.1PANV Co 

3" (U) IF THF. AHOVF IS INCOI'IVENIEI'JT AT THIS THIE, I CAN ADJUST 
(,k ftESCHEfllllE. 
,~.. (U) liJARf.j RFf,AROS. 
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FM CTF SEVEN SEVEN COG PRotoTO RUMHHPN/CG XXIV CORPS, DAMANG AR RVN Dist STAffINFO RUMLMPA/CG III MAF 24KUALMHA/CG FIRST MAW
BT
CUNF I 11 F N T I A
FOR LT GEN ZAIS, INFII LT GEN MCCUTCHEON AND MAJ GEN THRASH
FROM BARDSHAR
1. (C) PROPOSE TO VISIT DANANG ON 31 MARCH AND RON. ORIENTATION
VISIT TO XXIV CORPS, III MAF, FIRST MAW, MONKEY MOUNTAIN
COMPLEX, V()-1 DFT AND USA 32 ARE DESIRED. YOUR SUGGESTIONS
FOR ADDITIONAL VISITS/CALLS WOULD BE APPRECIATED.
2. (C) I PROPOSE TO ARRIVE DANANG 310930H6 MAR VIA C1A FROM
YANKEE STATION AND DEPART AM 1 APRIL ON COMPLETION OF
SCHEDULE. LCDR LANING, CIC OFFICER, LT ESBECK, AEW OFFICER
AND LTJG HARRIS, MY AIDE, WILL ACCOMPANY.
3. (U) IF THE ABOVE IS INCONVENIENT AT THIS TINE, I CAN ADJUST
OK RESCHEDULE.
40 (U) WARM REGARDS.
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