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# gL €G- FLT -MAF- 0405510 MAR-70-C) oy e

T FOR MGEN.BOWMAN,-MGEN'THRAsﬂ?”BGEN PADALINO, BGEN MILLER
- FROM LTGEN NICKERSON \ \Q\\
HELTICOPTER CONTROL A

A-2. CG III MAF 0405402 MAR 70 (s) MCE0(%p-+)
EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN DRAKE INFO LTGEN BUSE, MGEN WHEELER
FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
HAMLET 4 SON THONG (V) ENCIDENT

A-3. CG III MAF 040020z MAR 70 (S) -3
FM CG III MAF TO COMUSMACV INFO CG XXIV CORPS
OPERATIONS OF ROK CI/CID MILITARY PERSONNEL IN ICTZ

A- 5. CG III MAF 0508082 MAR 70 (S) EYES ONLY r-
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 27 FEB 70
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H..B.V/CG IIT MAF 070631Z MAR 80 (S) EYES ONLY Zp—‘/
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
WIEU MEETING 14 MARCH 1970

A-10. CG III MAF 0811062 MAR 70 (C) MCEO Gp-4
FM CG III MAF TO CG FMFPAC
GAO SURVEY OF REDEPLOYMENT PROCEDURES (U}

A-11”CG IIT MAF 081442% MAR 70 (S) EYES ONLY Gp-+
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 6 MAR 70

S
A-12. CG III MAF 100339Z MAR 70 (S) Gp-o
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCCUTCHEON
INITIAL CALLS IN CONNECTION WITH ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND
III MAF

~ - .
A-13.7 CG IIT MAF 130858Z MAR 70 (S) jk—4
EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
MINIMIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DURING
'ASTRQNAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA

DECLASSIFIED
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A-14. CG TIT MAF 1504387 MAR 70 (C) $»-4
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
DEPUTY COMMANDER

A-lS.u/éG III MAF 1603002 MAR 70 (S) -+
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MC{UTCHEON INFO BGEN PADALINO
REDEPLOYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (S)

A-16.7 CG III MAF 170310Z MAR (S) .
FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON
R A —
A-17.7 CGIIII. MAF 1806492 MAR 70 (S) -4

EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON. |
OPCON ~ MSG TO ZATS PASSED TO BUSE

A-18../CG III MAF 1823312 MAR 70 (C) g?-#
FMFPAC FOR: COMPT; CMC FOR CODE AS-3 (&WM ZLMAF 200400 23eb-70)

£.19./ CG ITT MAF 1823327 MAR 70 (C) Op-d (eadd mmirme w002iuz M)
MONITORSHIP OF REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM PHASE DOWN (GAO CASE 82807)
A-20." CG III MAF 190129Z MAR 70 (S) gp_+
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON
A_21.7 CG IIT MAF 191132Z MAR 70 (C) %p-+

FOR LTGEN BUSE INFO MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
HELO CRASH AT CHU LAT

PA-22.YCcc IIT MAF 191120Z MAR 70 (S) -4
FOR MCEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN PADALINO FROM
LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON

A-23Y CG III MAF 1914147 MAR 70 (S} Gp-4
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODAA

A-24v CG IIT MAF 211517Z MAR 70 (C) -+
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
MISCELLANEQUS INFO

H_zs.‘/EG III MAF 220445% MAR 70 (S) -+

FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
REQUIREMENT FOR NAM O BRIDGE (S)
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/- 100339%Z
2-1308552
g- 13085672
4- 1308572

- 1308582

6. 1504372
»- 150438%Z
g. 151413%2

9. 1603007

s0— 1703102

il 1704152

(2. 1806497

/31812507

/4 -19012972

DECLASSIFIED

T T e . <

L A

SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE INDEX
MARCH
ADDRESSEE/SUBJECT/CLASSIFICATION
CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (S) Gp-#

INITIAL CALLS IN CONN WITH ASSUMPTION ’
OF COMMAND III MAF

CG 1ST MAW (TS) FOR MGEN THRASH ﬁr-#
FORCE PLANNING

CG 1ST MAW FOR MGEN THRASH (TS) &Gp- ¢
SEA TDS INTERFACE

CG 1ST MAW/CG 1STMARDIV FOR MGEN THRASH Qf-4
AND MGEN WHEELER (TS)
LOGISTIC CONCEPT FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT (8)

CG 1ST MAW FOR MGEN THRASH (S) gp-
MINIMIZING LIKLIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS
DURING ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA

a7

g

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS)
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE
INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE UPDATE

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (C) Gp-%
DEPUTY COMMANDER

CG 1ST MAW/CG 1ST MARDIV/CG FLRLOGCMD FOR -
MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER, BGEN PADALINO (TS
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE &
INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE UPDATE

CG FMFPAC, INFO CG FORLOGCMD FOR LTGEN BUSE G&p- 4
INFO BGEN PADALINO (S)

REDEPLOYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (S)

CG XXIV CORPS FOR LTGEN ZAIS (S> G-+
OPCON

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) 4p -
PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT OF THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (8) &p-#
OPCON

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) &p-+
FORCE PLANNING .

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (S) Gp-+

OPCON :
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23-
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26—
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29-

DTG

190130Z

1911327

191120Z

1914147

2006482

2115177

2204452

2308417
2308527
2309422
2506192
2507447
2623342

2811417
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 SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE INDEX '

MARCH

ADDRESSEE/SUBJECT/CLASSIFICATION

CG FMFPAC, INFO CG 1STMAW FOR LTGEN BUSE ??’4
INFO MGEN THRASH (TS)
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC INFO CG 1STMAW (C) FOR LTGEN BUSE jﬁ»%
INFO MGEN THRASH (C)
HELO CHRASH AT CHU LAI

CG 1STMAW, CG 1STMARDIV, INFO CG FORLOGCMD j?”’¢
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN

PADALINO (S)

OPCON

CG 1STMAW FOR MGEN THRASH (S) 7T-4
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) ?r-*
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (C) (4p-¥)
OPCON/LAM DISCUSSIONS/XXIV CORPS BRIEF

COMNAVFORV FOR VADM ZUMWALT (S) -4
REQUIREMENTS FOR NAM O BRIDGE (S

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) &p-%
FORCE PLANNING

CG 1STMAW FOR MGEN THRASH (TS) &p-#
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) &p-+
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) 2f-"
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (C) p-+
AIRCRAFT CRASH INVOLVING CG, AMERICAL DIV.

CG FMFPAC INFO CG 1STMARDIV, CG FORLOGCMD (TS) zp-9
REDUCTION IN DOG HANDLING PERSONNEL (TS)

ACMC INFO CG FMFPAC FOR GEN WALT INFO LTGEN ‘Zb“f/

BUSE (S)
ACMC WESTPAC VISIT

¢
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CG III MAF 130855Z MAR 70 (TS) Cp-+
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING ' (U) - BOTH FIXED WING AND ROTARY WING W/MAB

CG III MAF 1504377 MAR 70 (TS) Y,
EXCLUSIVE /MCEO/FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTELLIGENCE
-ESTIMATE UPDATE

CG III MAF 151413Z MAR 70 (TS) Gp-*
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER AND BGEN PADALINO FROM

LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
MONTHLY MACYV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE. AND INTEL ESTIMATE UPDATE

A-10.

CG III MAF 181250Z MAR 70 (TS) &4p-+
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - CONCERN OF RLT ACTING AS DEFENSE F/DNG

CG III MAF 190130z MAR 70 (TS) Gp-v
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE INFO MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - COMPOSITE GROBP VICE TOMPOSITE GROUP

CG III MAF 2006482 MAR 70 (TS)
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - PROBLEM ARFAS F/10.8K MAB

CG III MAF 230842% MAR 70 (TS) G-+
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTEHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - DUAL SITING, COLLOCATION MAB AVIATION

CG TII MAF 2308417 MAR 70 (TS) -4
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - FEASIBLE SPACE REDUCTIONS

CG III MAF 230942% MAR 70 (TS) -4
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U} - COMMENTS RE FINAL BDE

SN
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RMARINE i’ﬂ?mmﬂux HIM
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RATY
- ORIGINATOR
- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
COMMENT[ RECOMMENDATION
- (NFORMATIO
SIGNATUIE

CONFIDENTIA

1l MAr FORM 5216 (nsvs 69
FROM DATE .
Ce 111 MAF g4 MR 75

SERIAL NO?;(O“TROI. DATE
P J405812 M RCH 70 | cory 0. & o

18 comits recp.

ROUTE SECTION (oDt

DATE

SUBJECT
INITIAL |

—éf cG

MELICOPTER CONTROL

DCG v
C/S .

o REMAIK;

DC/’ s .

DCS PLANS

1 DISPOSEION:

DEP CORDS;

DSA ICTZ|-

O Destroy after reuting.

O Retain for ____months., -

Return for permanent retestiam.

Sestion

Signatuare i

-

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

ClB

COMP

DENT

ENGR

FOODS

FSEO

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL

PROTO

PSYOPS

RDTEE

REPRO

SJA

e
-
&2

SPL_SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O

s¢C

oL

TCC

SGT MAJ

., (USE_REVERSE FOR ADDIIIONAL SPACE)
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DECLASSIFIED

T OE31D LFF-1 REi-A
€ Ce IIT w'r
TC Zo./20 UTY €&, IID .ar
nG, FI-L7 wali - :
ZEN/CG, FLC
ZEN/AC/S G-3, III MAF \
ZEN -
CONFIDEWNTTIAL FOR MGEN BOWMAN, MGEN THRASH, BGEN "ADALINO,
BGEN MILLER FROM LTGEu NICKERSON |
HELICO TER CONTROL

‘le FOR THE SECOND TIME IN A SHORT PERIOD, NAMELY THE 7TH

MARIMES CHANGE OF COMMAWND AND NCB'S THIS A.M., THE UNSAFE

AND UNSATISFACTORY “ERFORMANCE OF HELICOPTER CONTROLS HAS

BEEN FORCEFULLY DEMONSTRATED TO ME. AT THE VERY LEAST I CONSIDER
THIS ERFORMANCE UNSAT.

2. THIS A.% 1 HAD BEEN TOLD AT THE RECE 'TION FOR RADMS

DILLON AND iAPSCHALL THAT MY HELICOFTER WAS ON THE »AD

PEADY TO TAKE ME BaCK TO III1 MAF. ABO UT FIFTEEN ®LUS MINUTES

~LATER IT ARRIVED. IN THIS INTERIM CG, XXIV CORPS,

(S50 NOTEs DELIVER IMMEDIATELY)

CG, 1STHARDIV, CG, AMERICAL AND OTHERS DE-ARTED,
3, MHEN I AD”IVED AT THE HELO #AD NR.58 I FOUND A USMC
CH4& ARKED, IN DISOREDIENCE TO INSTRUCTIONS: AND A UHIE
(NR.5) ALSO. THE USMC |STLT CLARK WHO WAS DRIVING NR. 5 TOLD
ME HE YAS WAITING FOR BGEN MORRISON, USA. I TOLD HIM TO
WAIT A° DIRECTED IN THE ORDERS. HIS ATTITUDE AND ASPARENT
DISTLEASURE WITH MY ORLCER PROMPTS ME TO ASK THAT HE BE
7R PTFANDED VERBALLY FOR HIS ~0O0OR JUDGNENT
4. FOR MGEN THRASH
AS MY WING CG WHOSE HELICO®TERS ARE INVOLVED IN THESE
LIFTS I ASK YOU TO MAKE A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION OF THE -
HELO DIRECTION TEAM "RACTICES IN EFFECT, AND THE COM-
LIANCE OF ALL REIEAT ALL GROUND AND AIR PERSONNEL CON-
CERNED. TELL ME SOONEST WHAT NEEDS TO BE CORRECTED IO
LACE US ON A TRULY “ROFESSIONAL BASIS ONCE AGAIN.
5. I Al1 0OBYIOUSLY NOT PLEASED BY THIS AMATEUR PER-
FORMANCE O THE ~ART OF MARINES.
G:'4

302

bUYi_ X /3 GUPIES

NN ) o :
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Il MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

X- ORIG

l INFOR

OPERATION CODE -

NATOR
A- ACTION/COGNIZ NCE
c- COMMENTT/ |0RNECOMMENOA"’ION

- SIGNATURE

FROM

il MAF_FORM_5216 (REV B-69)
DATE .

CG. 11l MAF 24 MAR T8

SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE

ROUTE] SECTION | CODE

P40548Z MAR 7€  lcopy NO } QF 3 cories RECDI
INITIAL '

SUBJECT }
: HAMLET 4 SON THONG

“C6

(V) INCIDENT

Y4

DCG

¢

4

c/S

73~

3

DC/s

ya

REMARK

DCS PLANS;

/7

DEP CORDS

DISPOSITON

DSA ICTZ -

$/8 &/ /2

L

(2 RETAIN FOR___MONTHS

G-I i

(3 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

(0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT

RETENTION

G-6

___SECTION SIGNATURE

ADJ

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

CiB

DRAFTED: C/S

COMP

RELEASED: CG

DENT

ENGR

FOQODS

FSEO

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL

PROTO

PSYOPS

ROT8E

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

REPRO

SJA

HAS BEEN SENT

SPL SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O

Sac

TCC

SGT MAJ |

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) .

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERYSE
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@ccrer ® o ®

PTTSZYUY RHMMAFAG3T73 86325425585« RUEOFTA RUHHFMA RUMLLU..
ZHY S58S8S . :

PAC DED =T CHC DED

P p4B549Z7 NMAR T8

Cg I1T TIAF

TC RUEOFIA/CMC

180 RUHHFMA/ZCE FUFPAC

RUMLLUA/CG FIRST MARDIV

BT

S ECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MGEN DRAKE ITHFO LTGEY
BUSE MGEN WHEELER FROM LTGEN NICHKERSON/MARINE CORPS
AYES ONLY/ (DELIVER DURING WORKIHG HOURS)

HAMLET 4 SO THONG (V) INCIDERNT

A, HGMC AC/S G-3 TELECOWS W/C/S 11X NMAF 2 FARCH

B. HQMC aC/S G-3 TELECON w/Cs/8 111 MWAF 3 MARCH

C. CG FIRSY MARDIV MS5G 2710282 (SPECAT) PALEP
" 1. REFERENCES A AND B REQUESTED INFORMATION COMCERNING
ORDERS IN LFFECT REGARDING BRIEFING OF TROOFS 0N RIE
PRIOR TO OPERATIONS.

2, MACV DIRECTIVE 525=3 DTD 2MARES DIRECTS, TWTER ALTH,
THE FOLLOWING QUOTE COMMANDERS WILL CONDYCY CONTIRIING
PROGRAMS TO EMPHASIZE BOCTH THE SHORT AND LONG RAREZ
IMPORTANCE OF MINIMIZING NONCOMEATANT CASUALTIES. TROOF

P
]
R

PrcE TWO RHMMAFA2373 & E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE Fa3/MCES/
TUDOCTRINATION BRIEFINES WILL BE COMDUCTED PRIOR T0O FIELD
OPERATIONS WHEN PRACTICABLE. BRIEFIMeES WILL INCLUDE LO-
CATION OF NONCOMBATANKT AND FRIENDLY FORCES: HMEASURES
DESIGNED TO PREVENT MUY UAL INTERFERENCE; MEASURES FOR
CONTROL OF FIRE SUPPORTs RULES OF ENGAGEMNE(!TS IDENTILTIGA
TION AND RECOGNITION SiGNALS3; EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: AfD
OTHER APPROPRIATE MEASURES. UKQUOTE.
3. THIS HES AWARE OF KO FMFPAC ORDER ON FOF.
4, 111 MAT FORCE ORDER 384£.3A DTD 29SEPGS CONTAINS IN-
STRUCTIONS AND LANGUAGE IDENTICAL TC THAT CONTAINED IH
MACY DIRECTIVE AS QUOTED IN PARA 2 ABOVE.
5, §STMARDIV ORDER 1616.5 DID 26MARGE ESTABLISHES TRAINING
PROGRAM TO MAKE ALL MEMBERS AWARE OF POLICIES CONCERNING
TREATMENT OF VIETHAMESE CIVILIAWNS, DETAIUNERS AND POWS.
REQUIRES DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS ON PRINCIPLE OF MILITARY
NECESSITY AND HUMANITY, PERMITTING ONLY THAT DEGREE OF
FORCE REGQUIRED AMD FROHIBITION OF ANY DEGREE OF VIOLLMNCE
OT ACTUALLY NECESSARY, EXTRACTS FROM GENEVA CONVENTION,
TREATMENT OF CIVILIANS, MINIMIZING HONCOMBATANT 3ATTLE
* CASUALTIES WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON PATIENT AND COM-

PAGE _/_OF 2 PAGES
COPY__/_OF 3 _COPIES

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED

Qecrer ® o ® .

PA@F THREE RHMHMAFAB373 S E CR E T/:PFPﬁT EXCLUSIVE FOR/AMCEQS
PASSTONATE COWDUCT IR DEALILG WITH VIETHAMESE LIW;ulhha,
AND RULES OF ERGAGEMENT. INSTRUCTION TOQ BE GIVEWN AS PARY
OF INITIpL ORIENTATION OF LCH MAN WHO JOINS DiVvISION aND
EVERY Tw0O LONTHS THIREAFTE MACY DIRECTIVE 5233 13
ﬁU()T[.D IN FULL AS AN L'\HOSU?E TO DIVISION ORDI Re

6. PATROL IW THIS INSTAGCE WAS NOT GIVEW RCT BRIEFIHG
PRIOR TO DEPARTURE, PATROLS ARD AMBUSHES AhE NOT HORDALLY
CONSIDERED T0 BE OPERATIONS IH ThHE LOJLFKL 0F THE DIRECK-
IVES RELATING TO RCE BRILFINGS PRIOR 10 CFERATION.

7, INMVESTIGATION INDICATES THAT IN ORAL BRIZFING GIVEN
PATRCL BY COWPANY COMMANDER LT AMBORT, LARCGUAGE USED

Yas IMPROPER SINCE IT COULD HAVE BEEN MISIHTERPRETED BY
PATROL MEMBERS AS TO PURPOSE OF PATROL ACTION. THIS
PATROL BRIEFING IS BEING EHPLORED EY ARTICLE #2 INVESTI-
GATION AND COULD PROVIGE BASIS FOR DISCIPLINARY ACGTION
AGAINST LT AWMBORT IN ADDITION TO THAT DESCRIBED IM REF

Co BELIEVE THERE SHOULD BE {C DISCLCSURE OF SOJTENYS OF
LT AMBORT BRIEFIKG SINCE HIS RIGHYIS COULD BE FREJUDICED.
TH ADPITION, PREMATURE XNOWLEDGE OF THIS TUFORMATION BY
HIGHER H@S COULD RESULT iW DEFENSE CHARGES OF COMMAND

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFAGETS § E C R £ T/SPECAT EXNCLUSIVE FOR/MCRO/
INFLUENCE DBEING EXERCIF Do
g. HOJEVER, THE INVESTIGATION ALSO INDICATES TUHAT AFTER
LT AMBCORT *S BRIEFING YO PATROL, PLATOON SERCEANT CAl-
TIONED HERROD THAT COMPANY PONNﬂNDFR MEANT THAT QULY
ENEMY PERSONNEL WERE TO BE KILLED. IN ADDITION, SQUAD
LEADER CAUTIGNED PATROL AGAINST SHCOTING CI VéL{ﬁNSG a7
APPEARS THAT THESE LATTER AWPLIF*CASIUMS WERE DEEMED
NECESSARY BY PLATCON SERGEANT AMD SqUgD E!DFR BECAUSE
OF COMPANY COMMANDER®S BRIEFING.
9. RECOMMEND EXTREME CAUTION IN THE DISCUSSION CR DiG-
CLOSURE CF ANY FACTS DEVELOPED BY CURRENT INKVESTIGATYOM
I ORDER TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF ALL PARTIES INVOLVED
AlD TO PRECLUDE MY LAI TYPE PUBLIC TRIAL. WARM REGARDS.
: g? 4
D373
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CG

MAF

D?Jf MAR 78

SERIAL NO/ comRoL DAT 5
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4

pyno! oF® copies mechl

DATE

ROUTE|] SECTION | CODE

ouT

INITIAL

SUBJECT

‘CG

ROK M

DCG

7%

1072

JLITARY PERSONNEL (N

c/S

|

REMARK.

T
1
DC/S v

.L{U

DCS PLANS!

/@

DEP CORDS

DSA ICTZ

| $/8

N vy

C

G-l

G-2

O

G-3

0

6-4

G-3

DISPOSITON

RETAIN FOR___MONTHS
DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

RETURN FOR PERMANENT
RETENTION

G-6

SECTION
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ADJ
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CAP
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COMP

DENT
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o
“paliamoaz C , -
% GG 111 MAF : : : ‘
TO COMUISMACY .

INFO CC XXI1V CORPS - N

=M ~

SE CR E T NOFORN

MACV FOR J-2. XXIV CORPS FOR G-2.

OPERATIONS OF ROK CI/CID MILITARY PERSONNEL 1IN 1CTZ

1. SINCE APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 1965 THE SECOND ROK MARINZ CORPS

BR IGADE HAS EMPLOYED C1/CID ASSETS INDEPENDENTLY THROUGHOUT ICTZ.
CLRRENTLY, ROk C1/CID ELEMENTS ARE LOCATED IN HUE, DANANG, CHU LA|
AND AUANG NGA L,

2. THE ROKMC L 1A 1SON OFF ICER TO 111 MAF WAS REQUESTED ON 14 DEC 69

TO PROVIDE THIS HAS WI1TH DOCUMENTATION FROM THE BRIGADE CITING TH
AUTHOR ITY WHICH PERMITS THE CI/CID TEAMS TO CPERATE OUTSIDE THE
BRIGADE TAOR., A REPLY HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED.

Z, CURRENTLY THERE 1S NO AGREEMENT BETWEEN 111 MAF AND THE ROK

BR IGADE CONCERNING THE EMPLOYMENT OF C1/CID TEAMS OUTSIDE THE ROK
TAOR., THE ROw'S OPERATE QUTSIDE THEIR TAOR WITHOUT ABVISING 111

MAF Or AREA COMMAMNDERS. THEIR PRESENCE IS USUA‘LY MADE KNOAN ONLY
WHEN OLR INTELLIGENCE RESOURCES UNCOVER THEM OR THEY ATTEMPT TO

MAKE PURCHASES AT A PX.

k., AS FAR AS CAN BE DETERMINED THE MISSION OF THE ROK Ci/CID

TEAMS 1S TO THWART THE NORTH wOREAN INTELLIGEMCE EFFORTS TO
INFILTRATE AND SUBRVERT ROK NATIONALS WORKING FOR AGENCIES SUCH AS
PHILCO-FORD AND PACIFIC ARCHITECTS AhD E NG INEERS.

5, DUE TO THE SENSITIVE POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS OF THE PROBLEWM,

RE AUEST CLARIFICATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

A AUTHORITY FOR ROw'S TO EMPLOY CI1/CID TEAMS OUTSIDE
ASSIGNED TAOR?

B. DEGREE OF AUTHORITY OVER SUCH PERSONNEL BY CG |11 MAF
AND BY THE US COMMANDER IN WHOSE TAOR THEY OPERATE?

£, YOWR GUIDANCE 1S REQUESTED.

-3
21- ' o ‘ '
“"SECRET, THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY"
COPY J__ OF & __ COPIES
NANN , . | ;
= 2 s T [
S N
‘:‘J - - ”B oy
%Z,i; %é U b ?‘ E |

DECLASSIFIED




SECRET

@DEADQUAQTERS

DECLASSIFIED

~—

Ar\'j

Il MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

il MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION COOE -
X - ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION
| - INFORMATION
S- SIGNATURE

FROM

€6 11t MAF

DATE

g5 FER 74

ROUTE]

SECTION

DATE
ouT

CODE INITIAL

SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE
P g576g82 MR B icopyNo 2 OF 4 COPIES RECD

“CG

DCG

575 1 a3

SUBJECT SEGRET /EVES ONLY

OEPCOMUSMACY VISIT T& §CT2

c/S

DC/S

3
z 9
4 3/ %

3
Vi
A

DCS PLANS

/

DEP CORDS

|DSA ICTZ

3

S/S

L

G-1

£/
7

G-2

G-3

6-4

G-5

G-6

ADJ

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

ciB

COMP

DENT

ENGR

FOODS

FSEO

HQ CMOT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL

PROTO

PSYOPS

ROT8E

REPRO

SJA

SPL SERV.

SUPPLY

FORMED O

sac

TCC

SGT MAJ

REMARK.

DISPOSITON

0 RETAIN FOR___MONTHS
[3 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

(0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT
RETENTION

SECTION SIGNATURE

TS o)

(3o S R ¥ o]

S
s
4@
L
R ]
L ead!
(7 ,.,. T r "ﬂ
o
eTIsTIT.
Ll ey

GF

ARNE

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

DECLASSIFIED

w.l..‘éj

SECRET G




I

Ny

&

DECLASSIFIED
® o o

5 ommmsenT 7ErELq 7FELL -

I ‘ ' f/? /f’/ =

To ANTpoenr Ay
AL LU

S5 -
SZ 02T T/ZYZS OMLY ¥OR Heen TGO WSZN2 FATH LTGZN

" M| CKER SOM

NEPCOMUSMACY VISIT TO 10TZ 2
A. COMUSMACY 39447 ¥AY 1959
7. (1) 1A% REF A FOLLOWINMG IS
CSSED DURING SUSUECT VISIT: -
2. (S) CGEMZRAL ROSSON VISITED UNITS IN THE AMERICAL Ta01.
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DIV, 0% 20 ARVN DIV AMD SEMIOR ADVISOR 20 ARVN DIV, UPONM
HIS ARRIYAL AT THE CHU LA AIRFIELD GENERAL ROCSSGN AMD
PARTY BOARDED HELOS AM CEPARTED FCR THE PF TRAINING
CEMTER LOCATED AT ~UAMG NCGAT.
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SURSTANCE OF MATTERS DIS-
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RJECT IVES, ATTENTANCE RATZS AT THE CENTZR AND CURRLC
CoMSTo CTICM AND MATZR JAL PROZLIMS, niit ROSSON D13CUSSZD
THE PROBLEM OF OFF1CIR RCTATION FROM TRAIMING CENTZRS., H-

S STATED THAT HE HAS FOUMD OFFICZIRS BEING RETAIMED ™MITHIY

THT TRATMNIND PROGR AN MUCH TCO LONE, VHICH LZABS T3 A LATO

COF TITLR OAMD COMHAND EXPIRIZNCI. 1™ ADDITION, GEZN ROSSON

AT AUZSTID THAT THE 2NEN1CAL DV, 20 ARVN DIV AND CQUANT
WAl FROYIMDT CFFICIALS LOOK I1MNTO PROVICING THD CINTZR
AT COMSTRUCTION MATERTALS AS THEY 3ZCOMZ AVAILASLE FOR
SZY PROJEICTS AS 2uUMCER CONSTRUCT IOM., GEN ROSSON THzM
TOPRED THE TRAINING CENTER VISITING LIVING QUARTZRS OF
Te AINCES, AID STATION, TRAINING AIDE CLASS PQOMS, [.SS
HALL AND KITCHIN SUPPLY, AND ARMS RQO7T AND AMIND STORACZ
POINT,

L, () THE PARTY THEM FLEW TG H-19 "FZIRz GEM RCOESSON
CRSERVIT AMY WALWED THRQUSH wITH CIME FIRIMNE ORCER OM THZ
FIZLD FIRIMG 4MET, VISITEC VARIOUS CONCURRENT TRAINING
SITEZS, TARGET CETECTION, ZTC. UPON COMNCLUSIOM OF THz
TOUR, 7% 20S20M M DEPARTIME STATED THAT v THCOUCKT TH:
TRAIMINZ CENTER MAS ACCONPLISHING ITS MISSION AND THAT IT

1S IMPORTAMNT THAT THI TRAIMIZS RECZIVE THE EZST OF TRIZAT-

AT OAND TRAIMENG THILT AT THE SCHOCL TC TURN THIH INTO
~00D SCOLOIERS ANI TO CIVE THEM. A STRONG IMPRESSICM OF THo
COOTINT CTREMGTH OF THZ CGVM, : , ‘
B, (S THT PARTY THENM DPEPARTED FOR LZ 419 (25 50 18T INF
14TH "0E) « FTOLLOGN NG LUNCH 2IZIN ROSSON TOURZC LZ 411
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T Y PROVIHGT CHISF O ThE CURA L INT GTH.VJ OF Tre FROVIMGE

AN 03 wT;v s o0 FY 77, GEN ROSSON POSED GINERAL nUZS-
TIGI? 20 THE SLECTICN OF VILLAGE AND HANLET CHIEFS, ON
TED PROVINGIAL PRISCH, THE MUMPER OF SACKLOC CASTS, AMD
THT FRZ~0EnRY W TH HICH THE COUNCIL OF CASE REVIENS 1S
COMENED. THE DEP PROV CHIEF STATED THAT ALL CASES ARE
Mr LIRT.UP TC DATE AMD THAT THIRE |S MC SER [OUS BACK-
LOG. THZ PROBLEM OF RICE PRICTS WAS ALSO DISCUSSZD R2EF.
PPPERTED AN DOMESTIC RICE. AT THT CLOSE OF THE VISIT
CTN RQSSON STATED THAT HE ®AS VERY PLTZASED TO MOTE THE
FOARISS TUAT AUANG NEAT PROV HAS MADIT .M ALL- FIZLDS.
7. (%) GEMIAAL ROSSOM THON DEPARTED FOR SCM TINH DIST
HhS WHERT BE SECTIVED A PRIZFING BY CAPT 1™, DIST CHIEF,
ATTEY THE -GRICFINE €51 REIE0N hi_\\ﬁ_uls_‘t.;"""b B o I e L R R
PF_PLATOOK, THE PLATOON MEAPONS (1% PERE |NSPICTED ARD
THE ¥R 1C Y'AS AUESTIONED AS TO HIS KMOMLEDGE OF TREATING
FOUADS AMD HIS MER ICAL SRUIPMENT. GEN ROSSOM ASKED THE
GROUP ~UESTIONS ABOUT PAY, UNIFORMS, [ISSUZ OF EQUIPMENT
AM) EEMIFITS FOR THS IR FAMILIES. CEN ROSSON COMMENTED ON
THE IMPORTAMCE OF THE KISSICN OF THE PF AN MOTED THE
MEASIREABLE STRIDES THEY HAVE MADE SINCE H1S LAST VISIT.
2, (S) THE PARTY THEM DEPARTED FOR THE FORWARD CP OF THE
ATH A VM REGT ®HERE GEN ROSSON WAS BRIEFED ON THE CURRENT
ENEMY SITUATION, IN RESPONSE TO A nUESTION'BY GEN ROSSON,
THZ REGIMENTAL CO, LTCOL NGHIN, REPORTED THAT THE AVERAGE
FIZLD STRENMGTH OF H1S BATTALIONS VAS 588-558 PER BM. GEN
ROSSON STATED THAT THIS ®WAS AM OUTSTAND ING FIELD STREMCTH
FOR AM ARV 2N,
S, (S) THE PARTY THEN VISITED THE FIELD LOCA-
TION OF THE ATH BN 4TH REGT. ON ARRIVAL GEN ROSSON WAS
PRIEFSD BY THE BN GO ON OPERATIONS AMD ENSHMY INTELLI-
CIMCE, GEM ROSSON THEN TOWRED THE DEFENSIVE FPOSITIONS OF
THE SECLR ITY COMPANY, CEN ROSSON TALKED TO SOLDIERS AND
ADV1SORS OF THE BN AND ASKED QUESTIONS OF A GENERAL
_ MATUREZ. ON DEPARTING THE LOCATION GEN ROSSON REMARKED
THAT THZ “3M AND REQT WERE DOIMC AN OUTSTANDING JOB AND WAS
VERY [MPRESSIVE. , “~L£L4
P. (S UPOM RETIAN TO CHU LA| GEN ROSSON STATED THAT HIS >
TRIP WAS #0ST BENEFICIAL AND THAT HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH
THE US ARVN AMD GVN FORCES, HE DEPARTED CHU LA1 AT 162,
13. (W) Wan! REGARDS. ‘
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DEPCOMUSMACY VISIT TO I1CTZ 6 MAR 70 9 ma
A. COMUSMACV 3044757 MAY 1569 !
+ (U 1AW REF A FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED: %70

5. () LTGEN NICKERSON AND GENERAL LAMM

GENERAL ROSSON ARRIVED DANANG BASE OPERATIONS 268935 MAR
AND WAS MET BY LTC NICKERSON AND BG MULLER. AFTER VISIT WITH
"CENERAL NICKERSON AT 111 MAF HEADQUARTERS, HE ‘
CALLED ON LTG LAM AT | CARPS HEADQUARTERS. FOLLOWNING POLICY MATTERS
WERE DISCUSSED: IN RESPONSE TO GENERAL ROSSON'S QUERY RELATIVE
LENGTH OF PSDF TRAINING CORSE, GENERAL LAM EXPRESSED BELIEF SIX
WEEKS COLR SE WAS LONGER THAN NECESSARY FOR AMOUNT OF MILITARY TRAIN-
ING ESSENT 1AL FOR PSDF MEMBER AND ®AS A HARDSHIP FOR FAMILY MEN
SINCE PAY DLRING TRAINING WAS OMLY ONE HUNDRED PIASTERS DAILY.
CENERAL LAM OBSERVED THAT UNSKILLED LABORERS IN DANANG NOW EARN BE-
TWEEN 338 AND 580 PIASTERS DAILY. WHILE DISCUSSING PSDF GENERAL LAM
SURGESTED USE OF CATEGORY TWO ARVN PERSONNEL PAREN MINOR PHYSICAL
LIMITATION PAREN IN SUPERVISORY CAPACITY WITH PSDF ELEMENTS.
CEMERAL ROSSON MADE MOTES ON THIS RECOMMENDATION AND INDICATED HE
WOULD, LOOK INTO THIS POSSIBILITY ON RETURN TO SAIGON. [N DISCUSSING
PROBLEM OF ORTAINING ARVN VOLUNTEERS TO NATIONAL POLICE, GENERAL LAM
RECOGNIZED THAT SOME OF THE TRANSFERS WERE OBTAINED UNDER PRESSURE
AND THAT IT WAS UNREAL ISTIC TO EXPECT A LARGE VOLUNTARY TRANSFER
mOM ARVN TO NATIONAL POLICE UNTIL THE PAY OF THE LATTER WAS MORE
FAVOR ABLE . , - =
3, (S) DANANG SPT CMD .

A. CEMERAL ROSSON ARRIVED AT MAG 16 VIP PAD AT APPROXI-
MATELY 168 HOLRS, 6 MARCH 1978, WHERE HE WAS MET BY COLONEL HOMER
D. SMITH, COMMANDING OFFICER, US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, DANANG. THE
PARTY PROCEEDED DIRECTLY TO HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND,
DANANG. DWRING THE TRIP TO THE HEADQUARTERS, GENERAL ROSSON IND |-
CATED THAT HE WAS INTERESTED IN A RUNDOWN ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE
 COMMAND AND THE STATUS OF THE ARMY TAKEOVER OF THE COMMON SUPPORT
FUNCT 1ONS IN THE | CORPS TACTICAL ZONE.

B, AFTER LUNCH AT THE EMLISTED MEN'S MESS AT HHD, US ARMY
SUPPORT COMMAND, DANANG, GENERAL ROSSON MADE A QUICK WALK-THROUGH *
INSPECT 10N OF THE FACILITIES AND UPON DEPARTURE COMMENDED THE MESS
SERCEAMT AND THE COMMANDINMG OFF ICER ON THE EXCELLEMCE OF THEIR

FACIL IT IES.
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C. FROM ABOUT 1255 HOURS UNTIL 1322 HOURS, GENERAL ROSSON
WAS BRIEFED INFORMALLY BY COLOMEL SMITH ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE US
M MY SUPPORT COMMAND, DANANG TO INCLUDE THE LOCATION AMD STRENGTH OF
ITS ELEMENTS FROM DON: HA TO CHU LAl. IN ADDITION, COLONEL SMITH
DISCUSSED IN SOME DETAIL THE STATUS OF THE ARMY TAKEOVER OF THE
COMMON SUPPORT MI1SSION CURRENTLY BE ING PERFORMED BY THE US NAVY., IN
PA2T ICULAR, GEMNERAL ROSSON ASKED pUESTIONS ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION OF
THE ARMY ELEMENTS TAKING OVER THE OPERATION OF THE PORT AT TAN MY.
HE wAS ALSO VERY INTERESTED IN THE TAKEQOVER OF THE DEEP WATER PORT
OPERAT IONS AT DANANG TO INCLUDE THE TIMING THEREOF., COLONEL SMITH
EXPLAINED TO HIM THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THS MOVEMENT OF THE
5TH TERM INAL COMMAND FROM qUI NHON TO DANANG. COLOMEL SMITH ALSO
IND|CATED THAT BILLETING FOR THE PERSONNEL FROM THE 5TH TERMINAL
COMMAND WOULD BE A PROBLEM IN THAT THE NSA HOSPITAL AREA, WHERE THEY
ARE TO BE BILLETED, WILL NOT BE VACATED PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE
PER SONNEL. 1IN ADD!TION THE OPERATION OF THE POL FACILITIES IN THE
DAMANG AREA WAS D ISCUSSED. THE DISCUSSION INCLUDED THE PROBLEMS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE TAKEOVER OF THE NORTH EAST TANK FARM BY THE us
AIR FORCE,

D. GENERAL ROSSON STATED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THE IhFORMA-
TION THAT HE HAD COME FOR AND THAT HE NOW FELT FE HAD A COOD GRASP OF
THE TAKEQVER PLANS AMD ITS EXECUTION TO DATE. GENERAL ROSSON AND
PARTY DEPARTED THE VIP PAD AT MAG 16 AT ABOUT 1344,
4o (0 95TH EVAC HOSPITAL .

CENERAL pOSSON VISITED PATIENTS IN THE HOSPITAL FOR ABOUT.
ONE HOUR.
GP-4.
ésso NOTE DEL IVER DR ING WORKING HOWR S)
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FINAL SECTION OF TWO - ReceiveL
DEP COMUSMACY VISIT TO [CTZ 6 MAR 78 O WARA

P« (W ICTZ NATIONAL POLICE Ha.-
"IN DISCUSSION WiTH LTC TIEP, NATIONAL POLICE REGIONAL
DIRECTOR, FOLLOWING INFORMATION DERIVED:
A. 53 PERCENT OF 1CTZ POLICE ARE AT DISTRICT OR BELOW.
' B. A VAGUE RESPONSE STATING THAT TRAINING OF VILLAGE 4
CHIEFS AT VUNG TAU HAD BEEN HELPFUL 1IN IMPROVING RELATIONS BETWEEN
VILLAGE CHIEFS AND POLICE ASSIGNED TO THE VILLAGE.
Co THE ATTITUDE OF POLICE RECRUITED FROM ARVN IS GOGD
AND THEY SEEM TO PREFER IT TO ARVN DUTY,
: D. NO DIFFICULTY WOULD BE ENCOUNTERED IF PHOENIX
PROGRAM WERE MADE A PART OF SPECIAL POLICE, BUT ADDITIONAL MANPOWER
wOULD PROBABLY BE NEEDED.
E. 1970 POL ICE EXPANSION PLAN HAD NOT BEEN PROMULGATED
TC 1CTZ RETIONAL Hp. _
Fo MAIN PROBLEM IS LACK OF SU:FICIENT POLICE TO ASSIGN
TO VILLAGES AND THAT SALARY PROBLEM 1S NO MORE ACUTE WITH POLICE THAN
OTHER GVN EMPLOYEES. ‘
: G. PROBLEMS OF GETTING THE JOB DONE AND PROVIDING )
SECWRITY HAS LEFT NO TIME TO IMPROVE THE POLICEMEN'S WAY AND STANDARD
« OF LIV ING.
He THE PROBLEM OF CORRUPTION EXISTS AMONG THE RANK AND
FILE OF oNATIONAL POLICE BUT INSPECTION TEAMS AND INTERNAL SECURITY
TEAMS ARE HARD AT WORyK INVESTIGATING ALLEGATIONS, IN RESPONSE TO RE-
DUCT ION OF INCIDENTS BY FREQUENT ROTATION, LTC TIEP INDICATED HIS
GEMERAL POLICY OF ENSWRING POLICE DID NOT REMAIN ON JOB OR LOCATION
FOR LOMGER THAN 4 OR 5 YEARS.
|« DEPCOMUSMACY DIRECTED REPCORDS, Ill MAF TO DISCUSS
MITH CG, XXV CORPS AND OTHER .ICTZ CMDRS POSSIBLE US ASSISTANCE IN .
CONSTRUCT ING EEDED 'SUBSECTOR AND VILLAGE FACILITIES FOR NATIONAL
POLI1CE..
6. (U TERRITOR IAL FORCES C(IN COMPANY WITH LTGEN LAM, LTC RUMORE,
DEP CHIEF TF DIv, MAJ CHUOC, CH STUDY DIV | CORPS),
A. AT CAM HA VILLAGE, DEPCOMUSMACV WAS MET BY COLONEL TIN,
AUANG NAM FROVINCE CHIEF, LTC BLAKELY, PROVINCE SENIOR ADVISOR, AND
BRIEFED BY MR, NGUYEN HOT, VILLAGE CHIEF, ON PSDF PERSONNEL STRENGTH,
STATUS OF TRAINING, AND CURRENT OPERATIONS, HE THEN CIRCULATED
THROUWGH THE PSDF TEAM IN RANkS AND EXAMINED A NUMBER OF M-1 RIFLES
AND M-2 CARBINES., HE THEN REQUESTED THE TEAM TO DEMONSTRATE A PATROL
FORMAT ION., DEPCOMUSMACY ADDRESSED THE ASSEMBLED PSDF, COMPLIMENT ING
JTHEM ON THE IR EXCELLENT PATROL FORMATION AND CONDITION OF WEAPONS,
He EMPHASIZED THE [IMPORTANCE OF THEIR MISSION AMD THAT HE ™wAS CON-
FIDENT OF THEIR CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT IN ARBILITY TO PROTECT THEIR

HOMES AND HAMLETS,
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B. AT 194TH RF COMPANY, DEPCONMUSMACV WAS BRIEFED BY THE
COMPANY COMMANDER, LT TR1S, FOLLOWEDC BY INSPECTION OF THE COMPANY . IN
RANKS, EXAMINED EqUIPMENT WITH SPECIFIC EMPHASIS ON THE MA INTENANCE
OF M- 15 RIFLES, M-79 GRENADE LAUNCHERS, M-62 MACHINE GUN, AND FIRST
AID 1 ITS. HE COMMENTED THAT, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF EXCESSIVE OIL,
CONDIT 10N OF WEAPONS WAS AS GOOD AS ANY HE HAD SEEN. DURING DIS-~
CUSSION FOLLOWING BRIEFING, LT TRIS ADVISED DEPCOMUSMACY THAT ONE OF
HIS MEN wlA RECENTLY MED-EVACED BY U. S. MEDICAL PERSONNEL COULD NOT
BE LOCATED AND NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS FOR HIS FAMILY TO LOCATE HIM HAVE
BEEN UNSUCCESSFLL. MAJOR CARDWELL, DISTRICT SENIOR ADVISOR, STATED
THAT FE IS INQUIRI G INTO THIS MAATTER AND FURTHER SEARCH OF U. S.
MEDICAL FACILITIES 1S IN PROGRESS, GEN LAM MENTIONED THAT THIS HAS
HAPPENED IN A FEW PREVIOUS CASES. DEPCOMUSMACY EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN

_AND ADVISED THAT WE WILL CONTINUE ACTION TO LOCATE INDIVIDUAL. GEN_
"MULLER COMMENTED THAT HE WILL DIRECT HIS MEDICAL ADVISOR TO CONDUCT
FURTHER INQUIRY. DEPCOMUSMACY ADDRESSED THE COMPANY IN FORMATION,
CONGRATULAT ING THEM ON THEIR QUTSTAND ING ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING THE
PAST EIGHT MONTHS AND WISHED THEM CONT INUED SUCCESS.

C. AT 1568TH PF PLATOON, DEPCOMUSMACV MET THE VILLAGE ELDERS,
WAS BRIEFED BY COL TIN, oUANG NAM PROVINCE CHIEF, AND "FOLLOWED A
SIMIL IAR SEQUENCE, EXAMINING EQUIPMENT, WITNESSING DETAILED
DISASSEMBLY OF wEAPONS, AND DI1SCUSSED PLATOON DEFENSES AND TACTICAL
OPERAT I1ONS. EXCEPT FOR EXCESSIVE 0L, wEAPONS WERE EXCELLENT. HE
TALKED wITH EACH SqUAD LEADER, EMPHASIZ ING THE IMPORTANCE OF THEIR
JOBS. HE CONGRATULATED THE ASSEMBLED PLATOON ON THE CONDITION OF
THE IR EnUIPMENT AMN) EXCELLENT COMBAT RECORD.

WARM REGARDS '

GP-1
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::;rm. CALLS IN CONMECTION NITH ASSUMRT'ION OF COMMAWD III

lo ARRIVED IN SAIGON ON 4 MARKCH AMD CALLED ON GENERALS

ABRAMS AND ROSSON AND MGEN TOYNSEND. ATTENDED A DINNER IN

MY HONOR AT GEN ABRANS® GIRS XHAT EVENING. DURING PRIVATE
TALKS WITH GEN ABRAMS HE SAID-HE THOUGHT® HE

UNDERSTOOD NMARINE DOCTRINE AX{ RESPECTER. NEED FOR 1T, BUT
HOPED THAT ZAIS AND 1 COWLD WORK OUT A-MODUS OPERAKDI THAT
WOULD ENSURE MAXIMIZING COMBAT. OPERATIONS. HE ALSO STATED
THAT HE DID NOT WANT OLR STAFFS TO BECOME INVOLVED IN ANY
WRANGLING OVER OPCON., I ASSURED HIM H0-ONE WAS MORE INTER-
ESTED IN PROMOTING EFFICIENCY OF OPERATIONS THAN THE

MARINES, I FURTHER STATED I AMREED WITH MIM COMPLETELY,

AND FURTHER THAT I DID HOT WAYT TO GIVE ‘¥HE PRESS THE
OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY UP ARY APPARENT DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN

v

/

PAGE TWO FLC MR 811-811 S E ¢'R £'T .SPECAT MCEQ

THE TWO SERVICES. R

2, ON 5 MARCH 1 CALLED ON GEN.BROWN AT SEVENRH.AIR FORCE,
AMBASSADOR COLBY, VADM ZUMUWALG AND LTGES sHuhés

3. ON § MARCH I CALLED OB AMBASSABOR ER o Hh WAS R
ACTLNG 1N THE ABSENCE OF AMBASSADOR BUNNER WHO WAS ON R&R. N
BERGER STATEDs (A) THERE WAS IMPROVEMENTIN THE OVER ALL
SITUATION IN VIETNAM; (B THAT TME THIEY GOVERNMENT WAS DOING: (1)
A PRETTY GOOD JOB3 (C) A LOT~OF IMPROVEMENT WAS REQUIRED IN

THE ECONOMICS SPHERE, AND HE «CITED ANTI-SMUSGLISG MEASURES Tl
AS A SPECIFIC EXAMPLE; (D) WE HAD TO LET THE VIETNAMESE DO |

MORE AND MORE, AND THEY COULD, AND (E) ME WAS IN COMFLETE ‘ap )
AGREEMENT WITH THE CONCEPT OF REDUCING U.S. PRESENCE IN 4
VIETNAM AND THIS INCLUDED BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN, A
4. I ARRIVED IN DANANG ON THE SIXTH, AND THE HEXT TVWO DAYS
CALLED ON LTGEN LAM, BGEN LEE, LTGEN ZA13, AWD A HALF DOZEN Ty
OTHER U.S. AND VIETNAMESE OFFXCIALS. ZAIS WAS QUICK 10 | -:
BRING UP THE QUESTION OF MODUS OPERAND1 AGAIN, AND LEFT NO S
DOUBT THAT HE WAS INTERESTED IN GETTING TO THE DIVISION o
UNITS IN PARTICULAR VIA THE SHORTEST PRACTICAL ROUTE. 1
TOLD HIM THAT WE HAD A DOCTRINE ON THESE MATTERS

PAcE onE oF Two pMas el ST ,
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211-611 S E CR E T SPECAT MCEQ -
AND THAT I WAS A NEW BOY IN COUNTRY, AS HE KNEW, AND THAT
I WOULD DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT FURTHER WITH MY STAFF AND
REPORT BACK TO HIM AT AN EARLY DATE. SINCE THEN I HAVE
DISCUSSED IT BRIEFLY WITH SOME OF MY STAFF AND COMMANDERS
AND INTEND TO PURSUE IT FURTHER WITHIN THE NEXT FORTY~
EIGHT HOURS., 1 FEEL QUITE CONFIDENT THAT WE CAN PROTECT
THE DOCTRINE, MAINTAIN THE OPCON, BUT AT THE SAME TIME
WORK WITH A MODUS OPERANDI THAT WILL GIVE ZAIS THE INFORMA-

TION THAT HE NEEDS WHEN HE NEEDS IT IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE

PN CENTER

RTERS

THE EFFICIENCY OF COMBAT OPERAIONS WITHOUT ABROGATION
MY RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE POLICY AND DECISION-MAKING AREA.

5 I INTEND TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU AS FREQUENTLY AS

NECESSARY VIA THIS CHANNEL TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON DEVEL~
OPMENTIS ON THIS AND ANY OTHER. SUBJECT THAT YOU SHOULD
BE AWARE OF, WARM REGARDS.,
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AND THAT I WAS A NEW BOY IN COUNTRY, AS HE KNEW, AND THAT
1 WOULD DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT FURTHER WITH MY STAFF AND
REPORT BACK TO HIM AT AN EARLY DATE. SINCE THEN I HAVE
DISCUSSED IT BRIEFLY WITH SOME OF MY STAFF AND COMMANDERS
AND INTEND TO PURSUE IT FURTHER WITHIN THE NEXT FORTY-
EIGHT HOURS. 1 FEEL QUITE CONFIDENT THAT WE CAN PROTECT
THE DOCTRINE, MAINTAIN THE OPCON, BUT AT THE SAME TIME

" WORK WITH A MODUS OPERANDI THAT WILL GIVE ZAIS THE INPORMA-
TION THAT HE NEEDS WHEN HE NEEDS IT IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE
THE EFFICIENCY OF COMBAT OPERAIONS WITHOUT ABROGATION
MY RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE POLICY AND DECISION-MAKING AREA.
5, 1 INTEND TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU AS FREQUENTILY AS
NECESSARY V1A THIS CHANNEL TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON DEVEL-
OPMENTS ON THIS AND ANY OTHER. SUBJECT THAT YOU SHOULD
BE AVARE OF. WARM REGARDS.
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TOPSECRE T/SPECAT/MARING CORPS EYES OMLY FOR MGEW
THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON '

FORCE PLANNING (1)

R« CG 1STUAW 133 1108152 MAR 70 (TS)

B. COMMANDER SEVENTH AIR FORCE MS3 0927G1Z MAR 74 (3)

l. 1 AGREE THAT IF BOTH FIXTD WING AGD ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT
ARE ATAUIRED IN THE AVIATION ZLEMENT OF A MARINE BRIGADE,
68D IF IT 1S PLANNED TO OPERATE THEM 04 TWO SEPARATE FIELDS,

- TWO AIR GROUPS SHOULD BE INCLUDED WITHIU THE ®Ma3

DRGANIZATION.
2, 1N TYZ CASE UNDER CONSIDERATION, HOWEVER, I BELIEVE
THAT SINGLE SITING IS BCOTH PRACTICAL AND POSSIBLE. I

- VISUALIZE THAT ONE COMPOSITE AIR GROUP COHSISTING OF IWG

JET SGUADRONS, OHE M AND ONE H¥h, TO IHCLUDE BOTH

SLICKS AND GUN SHIP3, PLUS A4 DETACAMENT OF OWI£3 AND CH533 PRUIABLY
CONSTITUTE THE LARGEST AIR ELEMENT THAT WOULD BE ASSIGRED

T0 THL BRIGADE, 1 WOULD LIKE YOU T9Q INVESTIGATE AND

ANALYZE THE PRACTICABILITY OF BEDRING THIS FORCE DOWN I

THE PRESENT #AG-11 SPACES,., FURTHER REQUEST THAT YOU

RPORAT DACY WHeT YOU CONE ID*R THE #aJOR PRJBLEMS WOULD

2E AND TO IDENTIFY THE SA0GRT FALLS OR CONSTRAINTS T4HaT WOULD
PRECLUDE MeINTAINIHG AND QPERATING THIS MiKhJ BAG UF AIRe

- CRAFT IW Ihu PREGENT iaG-11 SPACES., IF THE ANALYSIS

INDICATES THAT THE PRUPOSZD ZAQ WILL HOT FIT, THEN IDEde

- TIFY WHAT uPrCIFIC NUMBZIRS AVD YODILS OF ALSCARAFT, EOTH

FIXSD WING AND ROTARY WING, COULD BE ACCOMMONATED.

Se REF & BEARS O THIS SUBJECT, ALTHOUGH SEVEWTH AIR
FORCEZ IS5 GOING O RECORD RECUESTING ANY SPACES VACATED
IN Dakals3 ai “QD* AUATLABLE TO THEM, 1 BILIZVE THAT WE

- CAN MAXE A CASE RETAINING PART OF OuR FACILITIES SIHCE

WE WILL VACATE AND MARE AVAILADLE OTHER FACILITIES EOTH
AT DA NANG AND MAHBLE MOURTAIN. WARYM REAGRDS.
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TOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN IRFO
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LOGISTIC COWCEPT FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT (S)

1s (T3 SUBJVCT TO YOUR CONCURRENCE, I PROPOSE TO EMPLOY
THE FOLLOWING GENERAL LOGISTIC CONCEPT IN ESTABLISHINWG
SPECIFIC PL#NNING GUIDELINES FOR THE MOVEMENT OF SUPPLIES AND
EAULP DYRING THE INPENDING PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE
CORPS FORCES FRONM RUN,

Ae 13T MARDIV AND 18T MAL UNITS SCHEDULED FOR REDEPLOY-
MENT DURING PHASE IV WILL REDEPLOY WITH ALL ONeHAHD SERVICE=~
ABLE AND UNSERVICLABLE REPARABLE T/E-T/& ALLOWANCES, ALL
INDIVIDUAL EQUIP WEAPONSG, AUTH MEDICAL AND DENTAL
ALLOWANCES AND ALl ON-HAND OP STOCKS LE3S CLASES &, IIl (BULK/
DRUMMED) , V(W) AND V(CA) PATERIEL AND LESS SPECIAL SOUTHEAST
ASIA CLOTHING X007 I# THE HAHDS OF TROOPS,

B. tLL SPECIAL ALLOWANCE (T/E P=496E 48D T/ P=4970)

EQIP ASSETS HELD BY REDEPLOYING 15T MARDIV AND IST MAW UBITS

FLC EHD ITEN MAINTENAHNCE FLOAT ASSETS AND FLC EHD ITEM STOCK
ASSETS WILL BE SCREENED/REDISTRISUTZD Y CG 111 YAF TO FILL

T/E AND CLASS VII MO/#M0A DIFICIZRCIES OF THE FOLLOWING UNITS
(I8 THE PRIORITY SHOUN BELOW), POSI-PHASE IV MAB, ED MARDIV (=),
TIST MAW (RERF), 30 FSR, G0 WA%W GIITS ﬁﬁDFPLQYINu TO OXI aND
JAPAYN DURING IV, 15T MARINE SRIGADE, IST MARDIV UNITS
REDEPLOYING TO MIDPAC DURING PHASE 1V, IST MARDIV AND IST MAV
UWNITS REDEPLOYING 10 EASTPAC DURING PHASE IV, 5TH MEB, 3D MAV,

- 5TH F3R AND FORCE TROOPS FMFPAC, ALL 3PICIAL ALLOWANCE, END
ITEM MAINTEWANHCE FLOAT AND ZnD ITEM STOCK RWULIP ASSLTS EXCESS
T0 RESA OF AFORMENTIONED UNITS WILL BE PREPARED FOR SHIP-

MEOT AND STAGED BY THE HOLDIWG USITS. THESE EXNCEISS E&UIP

ASSETS WILL BE RETROGRADED TO CONUS FOR RETURN TO STORES SYSTEM
OHTREDEPLOYING aRr OPPDRTUNE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIPPING AND
MSIS.

DECLASSIFIED
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C. HLT 15 DAYS AFTER START OF PHASE 1V, FLC WILL BE
DIRECTED TO CEASE REPLENISHMENT BUYS AND ZERO OUT THE REQUISITION~
ING OBJSCTIVE (RO) ON ALL MARINE CORPS SOURCE CODED ITEMS EX=- -
CEPT DPI CONSUMABLES AND COMMERCIAL VEMICLE REPAIR PARTS. UPON
ACTIVATION FO THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FROUP (LSG) TO SUPPORT THE
POST-PHASE IV MAF, FLC VILL CEASE ALL OTHER REPLENISHMENT BUYS
AND UNITS WILL BEGIN REQUISITIONISS FROM FLC ON A FILL OR PASS
T0 3D FSR BASIS ON MARCORPS SOQURCE CODED ITZINMS. LATE IN

~—PHASE TV ALL BRI T RESUISITION S IEL S5 SUSNITYED BERECTRY — — — =

T0 33 FSR, aND FLC WILL BEQIN ROLL-UP ACTIONS, AT THIS

TIME, ALL FLC ON-HAND OP/ STOCKS ¥ILL BE MADE AVAL—TO FILL
.0 MO/MOA REeR OF THE FOLLOWING UNITS (IN PRICRITY SHOWN BELOW):

. POST-PHASE IV MAB, 3D MARDIV (1), IST MAR (RZAR), 30 FSR, IST

MAW UWITS REDEPLOYING TO OKI AHD JAPAN DURIHG PHASE IV, ST

MARDIV UNITS REDEPLOYING T) MIDPAC DURING PHASE IV, 1ST MARDIV

AND IS8T Mau UNITS QEBEPLDYIMG TO EASTPAC DHRING PHASE IV, PJIZXT
SERY B 5TH MEB AND 5TH FS

’ B, NON~TAM GARRISON PRDP&RTY/NOI—TECHNICA! COLLATZRAL

EQUIP ASSETS HELD BY YNITS REDEPLOYING DURING PHASE IV WILL 3t
SCREENED BY €@ III AF AGAINST POST~-PHASE IV MAB4s

MARCORBASES WESTPAC, MCAS KANEOHE AND COMCABWEST ALLOWANCE
DEFICIENCIES, IY THAT QRDER OF PRIORITY, AND REDISTRIBUTED ACCORD-
INGLY, ALL GARRISON PROPERTY aND COLLATZRAL EGUIP ASSETS EXCESS TO
AREQR QF FMFPAC UNITS LISTED ABOVE WILL Bn MADEZ AVAL FOR

FURTHER REDISTRIBUTION WITHIN THE MARINE CORPS A5 OMC MAY

JIRECTW

E. ALL FLC SHOP STORES ASSETS wWiLL JE LUPNEE-OVER 10 THE
POST PHASE IV ¥MAD LSG FOR SUPPORT OF FORCES REMAINING IN-COUNTRY.
Fo SECINDARY DEPOT REPARABLES (JILL BE REDISTRIBUTED 10

SATISFY EZXISTING wWESIPAG REQR/DEFICIENCIES. IH VIEYW OF SHORT

TIME FRAMES ENWVISIONED FOR PHASE 1V %uﬁh?LQYFEﬁT. 1T 13
RECOMMENDED THAT AUTHORITY BE GRANTED IO RETURWN EXCESS SECON-

DARY DEPOT RIPARABLEIS DIRECTLY T0 HCSC BARSTIW WITHOUT PRIOR
RIPORTING TO MCSa PHILA. .

2e (I5) IF THZ CONCEPT OSUTLINED IN PAR 1, ASOVE IS APPROVED

AND TACTICAL SITUATION PERMITS, 1 PROPOSE IO IMBARK THE MaxIimub
MUNBER OF TROOFS AND RETROGRADE CARGON ON NAVAL AMPHIDIOUS/SHIPPING
UTILIZIHG ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT LOADING TICHNINUES IN ORDER TO
PRESERVE HMAXINUM UNIT INTEGRITY. REZMAINING PERSONSEL WOULD BE
"AIRLIFTED TO CONUS, MAKING MAXImuN UTILIZATION OF EXISTING MAC
CHANNEL /S0AM AIRCRAFT, THE REMAINING CARGO WILL BE OFFERED TO MSTS,
Je (> YOU CONCURRENCE /COMMENTS O8N THE COMCEPT OUTLINED
ANPARTT ANDTEAUCVE 15 RESUESTEDS WARM REGARDS - -

GP=4 ’

UNQUOTE

2. 1 DESIRE TO INCLUDZ THIS [OPIC AS A DIXCUSSION 1TEM f;/ﬂ%
AT MY FIRST WEEKLY COMMANDER®S COMFERENCE ON

MONDAY, 1S MARCH 1972 HERE AT CAMP HASKINS, WARM REGARDS,

GP-4

(SS0 NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

926

t,i

’h.

s

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

4 15&0581 ZFF =]
FM TG 111 MAF

I CC FIRST Maw a
zen e SECRET
SEOC A.E T/SPLCAT EXCLUSIVE Foa Ui D459 Fasd LTGsN
LOUTOHEYY
WIﬂI%ILI““ LIKILIADSD UF CAMACDIA HORINI LACITENIS N13INS
ASTRDNANTE VISIT 1D CHWSI0I1e
1o THA FOLLOULNG I3 PASSED FOR YOUR TNF3.
ﬂ\,aru
3 197560 ZYH ZFF=3 ZFF=G
FiGEN ABRANS COMUSHACY SALGON
GEI DROVE CDR TTH AF TAN 360 IHYT
LTG (ILDAEN DCG USAnY LOHS RIS
ADTI ZUMIALT COMNAVEDRY SALGOMH
LIG COLLINS C3 IFFY #Ma Thats
LTG EUSLL C8 TIFFY LONG BIow
%3 MCCOWN €6 DYAC CAR THO .
LiF0 LIG ZAIS £8 XXIV CORFS PHU Dal
LT3 MSCUTCHEY €A 111 HAF Da HANG

Cr m
L C Rz T hAC 324J ZYis OHLY ~ ‘
»UBGCAS MININIZIGG LIWELIHOOD OF CAVRO DXA SORDER INCIDENTS DURING

pSTRINAUTS vqur To cAIDIA 3 |
1o APOLLO 12 ASTRONAUTS GORDON, aZaN, AND COURAD WILL VISIT P4l

" PEHMN, CAMMODIA DURING THI PERIOD 17-1% MARCH 1978, o 4 000D ¢ILL

IGUR AS RIFPACSENTATIVES OF THE PRESIDDNT. _

Pe ADDNEESEES ARE TO TAKE &PPRIPRIATT HCsIGs, oS50 FAR &8 SICURITY

OF FORCES WILL PERMIT, T0 MIBIMIZE THE LIWEL Iﬁoaa OF 209267 IUCIDENTS-
TALEG THE PERIDD OF 15«18 YARCH 1970. '
be THE FORESOING 1Aa ASBUNMED PARTICHLAR 313043 F!C&UCE £ vzin OF THE
AZPORTS THAT STUDZHET RIOTS 1H PHUOM PCOH 0N 1) MANCHA 70 OULIXIATIO 14
THE BURBIHS AND uncrxﬂ OF THE PRE EMDAS3Y ADD THE SuiIF: OF T2

YN SIEASIYe STUDENTS BEAF RATPORATED 0 a2 PRQT;SFEWJ ACATHS r wc ‘
PALSIACE ER CAMRODIA AND m&AINﬁT THE VISIT TG PHMOR PESH OFPHad vai MOHS
THE PRIVE %IJIal ‘2 OF NV

4, THE FULL | Ba OF THESE STHIENT Aszu«J I3 YET 10 82 GESTRRAINED
CHOUEVER, 1T APP”AP" AT THE MOMENT THAT A CHAUWZE MY OfF TAKILIS ~LaUM
SHIGH COULE oF OF BERCFIT T0 THE Ul.5. AND OTHIR FRER WORLD FORCIS.
UNeHOTE . LARK ITGARDS,

Py

933 ¥OTLs 3rLlU}R DYRING WORKINT 4OURS)

&3?

RRRE] /a 0 8 Q—B

PP N s N
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@EADQUAGTERS @ e
- Il MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE |
SECRET | il MAF_FORM_5216 (REV e’-eé)

X~ ORIGIN 1_OF’ER’ATION CODE - FROM . DATE . _ R
A~ ACTION 7 2OGNIZANCE CG III MAF 13 BAL 70 |

C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION ’
- INFORMATION ' MEND. - SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE

S- SIGNATURE P 1308582 MAR 70 |copyno ! oF 4 COPIES RECD

ROUTE] SECTION [CODE 5= NmaL | SUBECT pospirmsans, o oo ABRAN'S

"CG 0 1209202 MAR 70 (ABTROBAUTS VIOIT

DCG . 70 CAMBODIA)

/s % Z 1 ¥  [remarx

DC/S

DCS PLANS

DSA ICTZ

s/s | ¥ |¥7x

[ RETAIN FOR__MONTHS
G-I

Y

o2 (3 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

G-3 | O RETURN FOR PERMANENT

G4 . RETENTION

g-: , SECTION SIGNATURE

ADJ

AWARDS

CAP ' 1 ITT MAF STAFE SDCRIT/ARY

CHAP

ciB | . RECEIVED THRLE CONILS (2,3,4) OF

COMP

R G III MAF'S P 1308583 AR 70

ENGR

FOODS

FSEO

HQ CMDT PXR15_____ HUAR 70

INSP

MTO

NJA DIOD 140725 ‘ H #AT ~7O

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL -

PROTOQO

PSYOPS

RDT &E

REPRO

SJA

SPL SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O )

SBC L

TCC '

SGT MAJ (USE_REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE s;cng,_\
- /3 )
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JEIS0856T ZRF-i e

'FNCG 111 MAF — : | SRLHL ‘
10 CG FIRST Mav @ 4 | S | |
| ZEM - g N l

S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN |
 MGCUTCHEON |

MINIMIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DIRING
 ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA
1. THE FOLLOWING IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO.
|

QUOTE |
0 12089202 ZYH ZFF-3 ZFF-6 ° o
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACYV SAIGON g
GEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF TAN SON NHUT K

LTG MILDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH - - , i
ADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON © : |
LTG COLLINS C& IFFV NHA TRANG

LTG EWELL CG IIFFV LONG BINH

M5 MCCOWN CG DMAC CAN THO

INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
LTG MCCUTCHEN CG III MAF DA NANG
ZEM

SECRE T MAC 3248 EYES ONLY

SUBECT: MININIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DURING
ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA

1. APOLLO 12 ASTRONAUTS GORDON, BEAN, AND CONRAD WILL VISIT PHNOM
PENH, CAMMODIA DURING THE PERIOD 17-18 MARCH 1978, ON A GOOD WILL .
TOUR AS REPRESENTAIIVES OF THE PRESIDENT,
2. ADDRESSEES ARE TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION, IN SO FAR AS SECURLTY
OF FORCES VILL PERMIT, TO WINIMIZE THE LIKELIHOOD OF BORDER INCIDENTS
DURING THE PERIOD OF 15-13 MARCH 1972,

3. THE FOREGOING HAS ASSUMED PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE IN VIEW OF THE
REPORTS THAT STUDENT RIOTS IN PHNOM PENM ON 11 MARCK 70 CULMINATED 1IN
THE BURNING AND SACKING OF THE PRG EMBASSY AND THE BURNING OF THE

NVN EMBASSY, STUDENTS WERE REPORTED TO BE PROTESTING AGAINST VC
PRESENCE IN CAMBODIA AND AGAINST THE VISIT TO PHNOM PENH OF PHAN VAN DONG
THE PRIME MINISTER OF NVN,

4, THE FULL MEANING OF THESE STUDENT ACTIONS IS YET TO BE DETERMINEDS
HOWEVER, 1T APPEARS AT THE MOMENT THAT A CHANGE MAY BE TAKING PLACE
WHICH COULD BE OF BENEFIT T THE U.S. AND OTHER FREE WORLD FORCES.
UNQUOTE, WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

(S50 NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING ‘-IDURS)
250

2l
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® ’m " RFEAMMR ?
_TOP SECREI‘
v MIMArF
K - ORISINATOR Gﬂlll ’ '
A - ACTION/COMIZARCE :  CG ITI AP "13 HAR 70
? : fww'gsmnmm LERIAL RO/C0u a0l DT
S - SGHATORE P 1m§6% L4270 M 2o 4M'
DAIE i sULt
ROYTE SECTION (oo T o 1HITIAL TLADDRESSAL OF COMUSLIACYS .
<G R 1102492 11AR 70 (SEA 705 INERFACE(UY)
- DCG - : A
’ C/S e ICAR | 7T YR
DC/S i
] S PLANY] DISOSTIONg
Eg:ozﬁff - 3 Retain for —— monthe,
é/? ¥ |5 4| | O Destroy after routing,
G2 Yo
G-3 3 Signature
G-4
G-5 RFYIRTS; This docusent may not be
G-6 retained over night except as noted
vCD:us in Forco Order F5511.4__. ]
AWA ’ -
CAP ,|The Reoawrd of Diseloswre wwt 0
__CHAP wm perscns sirhting tate
cls 5 hd .
COMP ' ‘ -
DENT III INAP STAFF SECRETARY |
ENGR ~ . ,
FOODS SIVED THREE CCPIDS (2,3,4) OF
ESEQ :CG III NIAPYS P 1308562 AR 70
HQ CMDT ‘ o
INSP . L
7O ~ TOR 14 B IR 70
NJA
OPANAL |- o _
ORD -T0D_/5093¢  HIUR 70
PMO S
POSTAL
PROTO .
PSYOPS . y"”i?\%, ' o3
RDTSE QL ' \\}
REPRO w
SJA s
SPL_SERV
SUPPLY PR
FORMED Of e
H {4 '
TCC .
. (J5E REVERSE FOR ADBITIONAL SPACE)
CEIETARRAES — _— P — N —
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|
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" p 1388567 ZFF-} . ;
FM'CG III MAF —~ UL St O

AR ; Ay
I i< Enca-t
g . P-o .

P ) ) ‘
TO CG FIRST MAW N w et ‘ haed
ZEM

TOPSEGCRE T/SPECAT ECXLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN
MCCUTCHEON .

SEA TDS INTERFACE

1+ THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFOs

QUOTE

R 11062492 MAR 78

FM COMUSMACY

TO RUHIKD/CINCPAC

INFO RUHEADA/CINCPACAF

RUHKBAA/CINCPACT

RUHKM/CG FMFPAC

RUSBA/CG III MAF TIEN SA VN

RUSVBAA/TAF TSHNCUN -

TOPSECRET 11625 (J6) 7F FOR DOGC & TACC-NF

SuBJs SEA TDS IMERFACE (1D

REFS A. MSG, CINCPAC DTG 2808187 JAN 78 (TS

le (TS REFERENCE A TASKEFMACV TO COORDINATE DETAILED PLANNING
OF INTAINING SEA TDS INTERFACE BY RETAINING TDCC AT TACC-NS
UPON DEPLOYMENT OF MACRON FOUR. '

2, (TS) REFERENCE B ASKED 7AF AND CG II1 MAF TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT
DETAILED PLAN FOR TDCC RETENTION BY 18 APRIL 78.

3. (TS) DURING A MEETING HE AT TACC-NS ON S MAR 78 BETVWEEN

7F (TACC-NS), CG TIII MAF C1ST MAW AND MACV JS& REPRESENTATIVES,
IT WAS REQUASTED BY BOTH AIR FORCE AND MARINE CORPS PARTICIPANTS
THAT THE TOP SECRET SECURITY CLASSIFICATION ASSOCIATED WITH THE
SEA TDS TDCC RENTENTIM BE REDUCED TO ALLOW WIDER RANGE OF
PLANING ACTIVITIES, CV CONCURS WITH THE DESIRABILITY OF THIS
PROPOSAL AND THEREFOR REQUESTS THAT CINCPAC REVIEW SEA TDS
INTERFACE AND TDCC RENTENTIM SECURITY CLASSIFICATION IN LIGHT
OF THE NEED FOR WIDER INFORMATION DESSEMINATION

GP-4

UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.

GP-4 .

(SS0 NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
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TOP SECRET

neaoRianrens
I MARE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

=

- ORIGINATOR

- $15 Mﬂl

OPEIAi W oot -

X

A - ACTION/COSNIZANCE :
'( - (WMEN;IIE(MHEIIM"OI

$

fROB

ROUTE SECTION

CODE

/fd'/z? #2472 7¢ n oF

INITIAL

1l_MAr FORM 5216 (uvggn .

DATE

M,g/: /8 IR 74
HYK AT

SUBJECT

CcG

nhﬂf‘/y /'7/9 C‘/ ['OhhnaJeJ‘ /M?‘qlm:i

- DCG

C/S

¥ % MG

DC/S

S PLANS

EP CO

DSA ICTZ

S/8

G-1

H [t

A4n D IM?““/FSM @ L5l mate ﬂ/ﬁ&ff

DISPOSTION:

O Retain for —_ months.
0 Destroy after routing,

Section | Sigmature

ofololo(ole
oUW

ADJ

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

Cis

mamtwnoth

Fetained over night exsept as noted
in Foros Order P5511.4_ .

‘l’h.headofbheloommh :
.ww;ll pu-m-wmm.

COMP | .

DENT

ENGR

FOODS

FSEQ

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

NJA
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‘MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY | 2.

* ‘.

- FORCE WITH LON NOL ENDEAVORING TO OUTMANEUVER SIHANOUL IN

comvun 1 caauon CENTER (D) TOP SECP U

HEADWRTERS
FORCE LOG!STIC COMMAND

PTT AZYUW RUMLMPA2551 Q2ABAST=0AMS ==R UHHFMA .

ZNY AAARA
P 150437 MAR 792
1 €6 111 MAF
TB? RUHHFMA /CG FMFPAC
T OPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE /MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR
li.{'gGEg)BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON(DELIVER DURING WORKING

R
MONE HLY MACV COMMAHDERS CONFERENCE AND INTELLIGENCE
EST IMATE UPDAIE
I« WAS INVITED TO ATTEND SUBJ MEETING AT MACV THIS DATE
ALONG WITH ZAIS, GEN ABRAMS SEATED ME AT TABLE WITH HiMe
SELF, ROSSON, BROWN, COLBY, AND OTHER US CORPS COMMANDERS.
REMAINING TWENTY ODD GENERALS AND HIGH RANKING CIVILIANS
SAT IN CHAIRS TO REAR OF ROOM, ,
2. AGENDA INCLUDED BRIEFINGS AND DISCUSSIONS ON IN AND
OUl OF COUNTRY OPERATIONS, INTELL IGENCE ASSESSMENT, AND
COMPAR ISON OF VARIOUS STATISTICS WITH PAST PERFORMANCES,
3. A SHARP ARMY CAPTAIN GAVE AN OUTSTANDING ANALYSIS ON e
CURRENT CAMBODIAN UNREST. HE BELIEVES IT TO BE A COUP DE :

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA255¢ T O P S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/

MARINE CCRPS EYES ONLY

EFFORT TO CHANGE POLICY FROM ONE OF COVERT ASSISTANCE TO "

NVN AND VC TO ONE OF OVERT NEUTRALISM SO THEY CAN SUPPORT

BOTH SIDES ECONOMICALLY AS OUT AND OUT NEUIRALS. IF HE

FAILS, uS COULD BE BLAMED AS INSTIGATOR. IF HE SUCCEEDS,

CUMMIES WOULD PROBABLY STILL CONTINUE THEIR COVERT ACII-

\égaéﬁogIANYHW AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRASTRUCTIRE IN
A.

4, NAVFORV READ FROM A CAPTURED DOCUMENT WHICH S’IAIED Ve

VERE HAVING PROBLEMS BECAUSE ALLIES KEPT CHANGING TACTICS

AND TECHNIQUES. ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT IS ABOUT AS HIGH

A COMPLIMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE URGED ALL HANDS T0O

KEEP CONSTANT LOOKOUT FOR REPETITIVE PATTERNS IN OWR 0PERA°

TIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUTINE.

Se¢ THE INTELLIGNECE ESTINATE LISTED FOLLOWING TRENDS

FAVORABLE T0 EACH SIDE:

A, FAVORABLE TO EREMY

{1) CRASH LOGISTICS PROGRAM, TO INCLUDE ROAD

BUILDING EFFORT , INCREASE IN TRAFFIC AND AAA DEFENE OF

KIS LOCS,

(2) INFILTRATION

HQ FLC

€/s {s/5|6-1)6~2 |6-3]6-4|6-5| COMPT JADY |CEO | T/E | LOC | LEGAL{MED |TRNG|DISBO

ACT/COG

INFO/

COORD

DECLASSIFIED
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MA""!I

Y K
o

NE CORPS EYES ONl.Y _ ) - on
' COMMUN | ON CENTER . &~
. HEADWIRRTERS TOP SECK Il J
FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND
Y _BY N

PAGE THREE RUMLMPA2551 T 0P S'E"C R E T /SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/
MAR INE CORPS EYES ONLY
(3) INTACT COMMAND AND CONTROL APPARATUS.
C4) SAPPER TRAINING
(5) INCREASE IN IMPORTS, PARTICULARLY VEHICLES AND
EXPLOSIVES
(6) ACTIVITY IN DMZ, ASHAU AND DELTA
B. FAVORABLE TO ALLIES
(1) DECLINE IN ENEMY STRENGHT DUE TO COMBAT LOSSES,
HOI CHANS, RECRUITING DIFFICULTIES.
éﬁgnﬁ“CREASI"G MORALE AND DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS FOR
(3) CONT INUOUS LOSS OF CACHES BY ENEMY,
(43 NECESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AND COMBAT
SUPPORT TROOPS IN LOGISTIC ROLE.

5> DIFFICULTIES IN CAMBODIA.

(6) DECL INE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY,

(7).LOSS OF POPULATION CONTROL BY ENEMY DUE TO PACI-
FICATION EFFORTS,

6, ESTIMATE POSIULATED FOLLOWING ENEMY CAPABLILITPES:
A. LARGE SCALE GROUND ATTACKS,

B. SMALL SCALE GROUND ATTACKS,

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA2551 T O P SE CR E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

C. WIDESPREAD ATTACKS BY FIRE.

D. INCREASE INFILTRATION.

E. TERRORIST , SAPPER, HARASSING, GUERRILLA ATTACKS.

7o ENEMY COURSES OF ACIION WERE LISTEDAS:

A. CONTIRUE AT PRESENT LEVEL,

" Be STEP UP MILITARY ACTIVITY.

gaRll;gUNCH MULTI-REGIMENTAL ATTACKS 1IN ONE AND THREE

L 4

D+ REDUCE ACTIVITY.

E. EXPLOIT TACIT OR EXPLICIT PEACE SETTLEMEN'I.

Fo CONTINUE TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING AND GUERRILLA

ATTACKS 1IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OF OTHER COWRCES.

8s THE MOST PROBABLE COURSE OF ACTION WAS DEEMED TO BE A

STEP UP OF ACTIVITY DURING PRESENT CAMPAIGN.

:61%2 AERANMS PHILOSOPHIZED THROUGHOUT ARD MADE SEVERAL
$

A. BE ALERT IO CHMANGING TIMES,

B, TIGHTEN UP ON THINGS IN GENERAL AND SPECIFICALLY -

NONAPPROPRIATED FUNDS, LEAVE, R&R, OUT=OF~COUNTRY AIRCRAFT

FLIGHIS, ETC.

C LN 4 AA LISIED ASs

HQ FLC

c/s |s/S]G-1|G-2 |G-31G-4|G-5| COMPT [ADJ |CEO | T/E | LOC | LEGAL|MED|TRNG|DISBO

ACT/COG

" [INFO/
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AsTInveermheer 0 ATTEND SUBJ MEET ING AT Mmacy THIS DAIE
ALDNG WITH ZA1S. GEN ABRAMS SEATED ME AT TABLE WITH HiM-
SELF, ROSSON, BROWN, COLBY, AND OTHER US CORPS COMMANDERS.
REMAINING TwEﬁTY 0DD GENERALS AND HIGH RANKING CIVILIANS
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ViT I%S ARYHOW AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRASTIRUCTIRE 1IN
CAMBODIA. -

4, MAVFORV READ FROM A CAPTURED DOCUMENT WHICH STATED VC

WERE HAVING PROBLEMS BECAUSE ALLIES KEPT CHANGING TACTICS

AND TECHNIQUES, ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT IS aBOUT AS HIGH

A COMPLIMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE URGED ALL HANDS TO

KEEP CONSTANT LOOKOUT FOR REPETITIVE PATTERNS IN OUR OPERA-
TIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUTINE,

5, THE INTELLIGNECE ESTIMATE LISTED FOLLOWING TRENDS

FAVORABLE 70 EACH SIDE:

Ay FAVORABLE TO ENEMY
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BUILDING EFFORT, INCREASE IN TRAFFIC AND AAA DEFENSE OF
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(3) INPACT COMMAND AND GCONTROL APPARATUS.,

C4) SAPPER TRAINING

(5) INCREASE IN IMPORTS, PARTICULARLY VEHICLES AND
EXPLOSIVES .

(& ACTIVITY IN DMZ, ASHAU AND DELTA

B, FAVORABLE TC ALLIES

¢1) DECLIRE IN ENEMY STRENGHT DUE TO COMBAT LOSSES,
HOIl CHANS, RECRUITING DIFFICULTIES.

(&gmiucREASI&G MORALE AND DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS FOR
ENEMY,

(3) CONT INUGUS LOSS OF CACHES BY ENEMY,

(4) NECESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AND COMBAT
SYPPORT TROOPS IN LOGISTIC ROLE.

(5) DIFFICULTIES IN CAMBODIA,

¢6) DECLINE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY, :

(7) LOSS OF PCPULATION CONTROL BY ENEMY DUE TO PACI-
FICATION EFFCRTS.

6e ESTIMATE POSTULATED FOLLOWING ENEMY CAPABLILITPES:
Ao LARGE SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.

Ba SMALL SCALE GROUND ATTACKS,
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Co WIDESPREAD ATTACKS BY FIRE.

Do INCREASE INFILTRATION. \

Eo TERRORIST , SAPPER, HARASSING, GUERRILLA ATTACKS.
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- Be STEP UP MILITARY ACTIVITY,
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19, NO DISCUSSION OF FUTURE PLANS. WARM REGARDS

GP-4

=1}

2551

HQ FLC

¢/S|8/s|6-1]6~2 |6-3|6-4]|6-5| compT JapJ |cEo |T/E | LoC LEGAL|MED|TRNG|DISBO

ACT/COG

INFO/
COORD

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

LT e T et — —g———

' CONFIDENTIAL ;SPECAT @ |

PITCZYUW RUMLMPAZ552 B745438-CCCC--RUHHFHA,
ZNY CcccC
P 1506436 MAR 173
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CB FHFPAC
BT

-

CONF IDENTIALAPECAY EXCLUSIVE/ FOR LTIGEN BISE SRoM
LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (EL {VER BL’:E.{!‘G YORKING HOWR S

DEPUTY COMMANDER

1. DECIDED TO KEEF DULACKI S CHIEF AND MILLER AS THREZ
AND 7O DESIGNATE WHEELER AS D& PUI Y CG IIY MAF(GROUND) AND
THRASH AS DEPUTY £68 IIT HAF{AIRY. YHIS AVOIDS DISRUPTION
OF STAFF URGANIZATION ain Purs ’Jr*‘(T SENIOR OFFICERS 1IN
DEPUTY POSTS,

2. INTEND TO CONTINUE TH:IS WITH WHEELER®S AND THRASH{'S
RELIEFS,. IN EVENT OF MY ABSENCE FOR ANY REASON SENIOR
DEPUTY WOULD BECOME CB I1I MAF ACYING. WARM REGARD S,

GP~4
BT o

2552 00 /é?éﬂhﬁl&i;lé;¢.
NN

SPECAT

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69) '
01%1-‘/04-6601 /5— 0 4 38 CONFIDENTlAL

& .“&i f

DECLASSIFIED




. . « .
.< .6

DECLASSIFIED

o ® @ @
TOP SECRET | B
- WG IIT MR @a% Mar 70

1514152 MAR TO wvo.g or 3 comEs ®Eco

AR R
J[ oATE ]r _ CIONATURE
| N
| |
| |
- B
=
B |
| ll
| L
[ H
! |
| ]

I |

L L

[ |

.

[ L

l 1

| B

| 1
N |
. i

il |

I ]

| [

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE.

EACH FEREON WHO HARBLES THE &TT@@&GQ.

Qﬁ&LL OE@&’J Tﬁﬁ@ RE@@

VZa /3

DECLASSIFIED

ncw&;w |
.F‘Tlp*' SECRET -
@




DECLASSIFIED

SIS ST ST SIS SIS TS SIS S S

éOP sscnn mE@ﬁExcwsaq

w/w#g.?B/mym /&5 - - 7o/ |8l Hl 16z

"y
/ PTTTZYWY RULMPAR667 07k 1 15°TTTT-~R!.M..MHA RUMLLUA.
/ ~INY TTTIT ? R I
/ P 15 % 152 MAR 7g ~ g, ' PAGE CHECKED UPON RECEIPT

FM CE 11§ AF .~/ -  DATE Jemaf 72 TIT MAF S&C
/ TO RUM.MHAZCGF IRST, MAW . N
/ RULL La/CG FIR ST ‘MARD IV ' :
s ZEN/CG FORTE LOGISTIC COMMAND ONROURE ).
/ TOP SE CRE T/SPECAT EXCL USIVE/MAR INE CORPS EYES OMLY
- FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER AND BGEN PADAL INO FROM LTGEN -
/ MCCUFCHEON (DEL IVER DR ING WORKING HORS)
/ legbwTuév MACY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTELL IGENCE EST IMATE

‘A ,
? 3.{ ;ge FOLL ON ING ME SSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOLR INFOs
)
15084372 MAR 70

/ FM CG 111 MAF
/ 1&3 CG& FMFPAC
/ TOPSE CR E T/SPECAT EXC.USIVE/MAR INE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR
/ Ve ucl;g) BUSE FROM L.TGEN MCCUT CHEON (DEL §VER DIR ING WORKING
/ HO )

\

/
/ PAGE TWO RUMLMPA2667 T 0 P SE CR E T/SPECAT EXG.USIVE/MCEQ
/ MONTHLY MACY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTELL IGENCE
EST IMATE UPDATE
/ i, WAS INVITED TO ATTEND SUBJ MEETING AT MACY THIS DATE
/ A.ONG WIiTH ZAI1So GEN ABRAMS SEATED ME AT TABLE WITH HiM-
/ SEL.F, ROSSON, BROWN, COLBY, AND OTHER US CORPS COMMANDERS. '
REMA INING TWENTLY ODD GENERALS AND HIGH RANKING CIVIL 1ANS
/ "SAT IN CHAIRS TO READ OF ROOM,
/ 2, AGENDA INGLUDED BR IEFINGS AND D ISCUSSIONS ON IN AND
OUT OF COUNTRY OPERAT IONS, - INTELL IGENCE ASSESSMENT, AND
/ COMPAR ISON OF VAR{OUS STATISTICS WITH PAST PERFORMAN(ES.
/ 35 A .SHARP ARMY CAPTAIN GAVE AN OUTSTAND ING ANALYSIS ON
CWRENT CAMBOD IAN UNREST, HE BEL IEVES IT TO BE A COUP DE.
/ FORCE WITH.LON NOL ENDEAVOR ING T0 OUTMANEUVER SIHANOW. . IN
/ EFFORT TO OHANGE POL 1CY FROM ONE OF COVERT ASSISTANCE TO
NVN AND VC TO ONE OF OVERT NEUTRAL ISM SO THEY CAN SUPPORT
/ BOTH SIDES ECONOMICALLY AS OUT AMD OUT NEUTRALS, IF HE
/ FARLS, US COU.D BE BLAMED AS INST 3GATOR. IF HE SUCCEDS,
COMMIES WOWLD FROBABLY STILL CONT INUE THEIR COVERT ACT i~
/ . VITIES ANYHON AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRASTRUGTOLRE IN
/ CAMBOD 1A, A
/ s )13 _ ‘ /_l.‘ll.'l.?a mat 7

VE "MCEQ"
111 MAF 2100/4 : COPY-L OF—%COPIES TOP SECRET
SIS IR s o ABS A

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

60% SEcRET“WEO ‘EX@M&!% T

-
¥

./

/////////////////////////////////////////

PAGE THREE RUM.MPA2667 T 0 P S E CR E T/SPECAT Ektﬁxaswez%di&s%ﬁ
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WERE HAVING PROBLEMS BECAUSE ALL IES KEPT CHANG ING TACTICS
AND TECHNIQUES, ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT S ABOUT AS HIGH
A COMPL IMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE URGED ALL HANDS TO
KEEP CONSTANT L.OOKOUT FOR REPETIT IVE PATTERNS IN OUR OPERA=
TIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUT INEs

5, THE INTELL IGENCE EST IMATE L ISTED FOLLOW ING TRENDS
FAVORABLE TO EACH SIDEs

Ao FAVORABLE TO ENEMY-

€1) CRASH LOGIST ICS PROGRAMB TO INO.UDE ROAD

BULDING EFFORT, INCREASE IN TRAFFIC AND AAA DEFENSE OF
HIS LOOCS, . - o

(2) INF ILTRAT 1ON

(3) INTACT COMMAND AND CONTROL APPARATUSo

i> SAPPER TRA INING

(5) INCREASE IN IMPORTS, PARTBGLLARLY VEHICLES AND
EXA.OSIVES

(6) ACTiVITY IN DMZ, ASHAU AND DELTA _

Bo FAORABLE TO ALLIES

(1) DEQ INE IN ENEMY STRENGTH DLE TO COMBAT LOSSES,

PAGE FOLR RUM.MPA2 667 T OPSECRE T/SFECAT EXG.USBVE/MCEO
. “HOD CHANS, RECRUIT ING DIFFICWLTIES: -
-.,;;gﬁsmgnmt-::\sme MORALE AND DISCIA. INE PROBLEMS FOR
: L]
(3) GONT INUOUS LOSS OF CACHES BY ENEMY.
(4) NECESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AND COMBAT
SUPPORT TROOPS N LOGISTIC ROLE,
- €3) DIFFICUTIES IN CAMBOD I,
(6) DEQ INE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY.
7) LOSS OF POPU.ATION CONTROL BY ENEMY DUE TO PACI
FICAT ION EFFORTS,
o ESTIMATE POSTU.ATED FOLLOW ING ENEMY CAPABIL IT IESS
Ao LARGE SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.
Be SMALL SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.
Co WIDESPREAD ATTACKS BY FiRE.
De INCREASE INFILTRATION,
€ TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING, GLERR iLLA ATTAcKs.
7o ENEMY oomses OF ACT ION WERE L iSTED ASs
Ao CONT INUE AT PRESENT LEVEL.
B STEP UP MIL ITARY ACTIVITY, ,
Co LAUNCH MULT|-REGIMENTAL ATTAOKS IN ONE AND THREE

s 2-3. : ISIYIZ & MAR 70
'\
| EXC[USWE' MCEQ
1 ar 210074  copv_3_or__copies 'TOP SECRET
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PAGE F IVE RlM.MPA2667 TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MCEOD

CORPSe

Do REDUCE ACT IVITYe

Eo EXFALOIT TACIT OR EXA ICIT PEA& SETTLEMENT.

Fo CONT INUE TERROR {ST, SAPPER, HARASSING AND GUERRILLA
ATTACKS IN CONJUNCT 1ON WiTH ANY OF OTHER. .COLRCES,

8o THE MOST PROBABLE COWRSE OF ACT {ON WAS DEEMED TO BE A
STEP (P OF ACTIVITY DR ING FRESENT CAMPA iGN,

9. GEN ABRAMS PHILOSPHIZED THROWSHOUT AI\D MADE SEVERAL

PO INT Sg

A» BE ALERT TO CHANGING TIMES, .

B TIGHTEN UP ON THINGS IN GENERAL AND SPECIFICALLY
NONAPPROFR IATED FUNDS; LEAVE, R&R, OUT=-OF=COUNTRY A IRCRAFT

- FLIGHTS, ETG,

G- BUDGET WAS TIGHT BUT DON'T HOARD FOR A RA INY DAY

AS THERE WERE EXCESSES IN COUNTRY NOW PROBABLY SUFFICIENT TO
COVER WORST POSSIBIL {T{ES,

Do LRGED ALL HANDS TO REGARD ENEMY SYSTEM IN ITS

ENT IRETY, EoEo MAIN UNITS, GLERRILLAS, VCi, CADRE, FOCD,
LOCS, ETCe HE NEEDS IT ALL. WE NEED TO GET IT ALL.

18, NO D1SCUSSION OF FUTLRE FLANSe WARM REGRADS,

Pgt_;& s;x RtM..MPA266? TOPSEGC R E T/SPECAT Exa.uswamceo
(]

. lNQADTEo WARM REGARDS,

2667

76 3-3 | HAS BrEM ST 16514173 MAR 7
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B
T

o ‘ I 3 '
PsTszwv RU?LWPAZ?;Q 875 6% 3~ ssss«-aunnmm :
INY SS58S. . _ -
P 1685807 MAR 75
FM CG 111 MAF-

.TO RUAHFMA/CE FMFPAC

: %iero ZEN/CG FORLOGCOMD

SECRET. SPECAT EXQLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM

- LTSEN MCCUTCHEGN [NFO B8GEN PADAL INO. '

" REDER.OYMENI OF 5TH 175Mm GUN BTRY FROM RVN (8)

Ae CC FMFPAC WoEBY9Z MAR 70 (S)
Be GG FMFPAC 1421652 MAR 78 (S)

" Co .CG FMFPAC 83612 MAR 78 (9
Do CG FMFPAC 28e2467 “E8 70 (3) '

~ Ee CG USARY BN RVN 2187512 FEB 70 (m (PAaEP) PR :
 Fe CMC 1212462 FEBR 78 (S: _ S prt

| %SEC%RE‘E‘

G GG FORLoccoMD 18G6887 FEB 79 (9 ’ ‘A
He GG 111 MAF 098o48Z MAR 70 (D) - R N o7,
4. THE PURPOSE OF THIS 3G 1S TO ANSNER REFS S L ATt
A 'AND B TO BGEN PADALWU. | HAVE DISCUSSED THIS " 2" .~
LT USUBY WITH BGEN PADAL IND LD AM TAKING THIS ACTION A7 £& ¢
- SINCE.. THE ntc:_s!o;;s IN THE SUBJ AREA WERE. MADE R 2
o = ‘ : ‘ : el

";_Pf\GE THO R UM wnz 52. SECRET SPECAT ¢

- BY THIS HQe L -

20 A DETR !L:.D x::x MINAT 0N CF-THE COND IT ION OF ALL

= BO0UGNTR Y Mw( 4192 &SSET S WA'S COADUCTED 2% THIS

/ CREPS ff““' 5 OFORL: .ccsm FRIOR TO THE DEP;;RTLﬁC .

TOIh RRDER S0 DITERMIME THE COMPOSEY 10N .
PN WE T m:-‘.R‘s‘ CRR e FAGT DRSS

GBI RERE A4S FOLLONSS e
7 FOR Tw R\j REF T 2‘ "’f’\“ﬂ, o

Fd mw GF ASSETS ma B pegienr 2TV

~74

4 ;.-mw‘ FOIR MIET S ”‘MTH
f£T5 N REF Do SRR
0 FROYIDE S1X MI07PTS AND iz f e
o iT5VE % SERYIGTAALE COND T 10N, -ALONG vmm pzgar R
. ANSNLARV.EQUIPMENT . DASIC 1SSUE (TEMS, AMD - - ( SHI> By -
OTHER ESSENT 1AL FIRE CONTROL ACCESSORES, T comainarIAE o
_USARY 1AW INFORMAL CMC AGREEMENT AMD REF E,. .-) P S
Do THE REQUIREMENT TO MA'INTAIN A SERVICEABLE v
. FLOAT OF THO M116°S AND ONE -m'z AS DIRECTED IN | R
 REFFo T

N . . P e S
FMFPAC-GEH 21003 (3/69) / é;

0701-V04-6603
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PAGF THREE RUEMPAZTHE S £ CR E T SPECAY
Es THE Fadl THAT - %"!N WEAPONS RERE iNOPERABLE
AND UNREPA IRABLE HLE FART S SHORTAGDT AND COMARLETE
LACK OF STOCK OBJECT ivE OR STOCK %lAPONS AS SET
FORTH IN REF F, - o
3, REF G LIISTED EVERY MiG7 ANG M119 WEAPON N
POSSESSION OF ti1 MaF 1O SNOLLDE THOSE TU BE TRANSFERED

" TG ARMY, AND THOSIE TC BE RETIRANED TO CONUS IN :
"L OSED LOOP PROGRAM OR WI{TH 5TH Q?BM% GUN BTRY, .
B US THREE 70 BE USED W CUUNTRY AS Nﬂ?%TENANHE

CPLOAT. YOU WERE AN INFO ADDEE. | .
b, WE COWD NOT ASSIGN FOLR Mi07 WEAFONS TO ) APPORTMILy raud
RETIRNING RBATTERY W ITHOUN REDUCING NUMBER OF | mEraw ORI NHE,

C WEAPCNS "IN PITS OF FIRING BATTERIES SINCGE WE Fraitcamd Fe.

© HAD ALREADY REDUGED FLOAT FROM TWO TC ONE, Mo e
THERE WERE NO SPARE CANNGN ASSEMBLIES ON HAND IN\ @ ol ee mgmr
FORL OGCOMD OR USASPYOMD, 2NG 50 mE CQOLLD NOT . o
DRAW ANY AND CONVERT A FLOAT M 'ﬁ 70 M18%7s THERE
WERE TwO RED BALL M1%7 TAMNON ASSEMBL IES IN ARMY
HANGS BUPF THESE O0WLD HOT 8F RETROGRARIO, NEITHER

v

PAGE Fum KA. MPAR ,z SE QR ET SPECAT :
wWeLD 3T MaAKE ENsw FOR S TG RETRU TNO.AND DRAW
RED BALL ITEMS A3 RL.F@ & CEMENT Se

Bo | REAL {ZE WE DD NOT COMRLY WiITH YOWR ORDER.
WE, SROWLD HAVE 1 cw’r‘ Y0y DIRECTLY BY TELEFHONE OR
HIGH PRECEDENCE ACT iON ADEE M53G THAT WE COU.D NOT COM-
FLY INBTEAL OF MEREL Y ‘\*“'GP\HNG YOU 3Y AN INFG COPY OF

A MSG, ' _

6o 1 WANT TO Bc CERTAIN THAT ALCON ARE RWARE THAT THE
COND ST ION CF THE FOWR WEAPONS ACCOMPANYING SUBJ UNIT IS8
SUGH TRHAT AM E/CHANGE OF GSUuUM ASSEMBLIES WILL FROBABLY
NOT & A CE THEM N A w_us: <rrzn SOEABLE cm\m 17 10Ma

SUVRLIREES E,Lig FRESE FOIR WEAPONS HAvVE BEEN REDEFLOVED
COWITHZED THEIR AZSSUIATED ﬂCiLLAP“ EQH%PHEﬂT BASIC
RSN 3LF?3 AT oD ﬁSSZN!‘A‘ FIRE CONTROL. $VEMS.

GO B AN e S TOUED CVER TO ARMY AS INDICATED
i PAR Ncﬁ ' _ . )
Tr WARM RECARS

L.wa

1639

2752

O MINNN

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3 ’69)
0101-Y04-6603 -
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SECRET

@)EADQUARTERS @
1l MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

Il MAF_FORM_ 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION COOCE -

- ORIGINATOR

X
A- ACT
c

ION / COGNIZANGE

- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION
I - INFORMATION
S- SIGNATURE

FROM

DATE

SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE

7803002 MAn70 Y £ P '

ROUTE

DATE

SECTION | CODE N ouT

INITIAL

CC (Z o | MParr |

SUBJECT ‘
REDE PLo NMENT R STTH /D5 wosr

CG

DCG

Gun R7RY Fhom RVN (5)

c/S

REMARK:

DC/s

DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS

DISPOSITON

DSA ICTZ

(I RETAIN FOR___MONTHS

S/

G-l

3 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

(O RETURN FOR PERMANENT

RETENTION

SECTION SIGNATURE _

ADJ

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

ciB

COMP

DENT

ENGR

FOODS

FSEQ

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL

PROTO

PSYOPS

RDT&E

REPRO

SJA

SPL SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O

sac

TCC

SGT MAJ

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

SECRET
a5’
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DECLASSIFIED

“skcrer | @@ SPECAT ‘

|

PTTSZYUN RUM.MPA2 52 875 0% 80 SSSS==RUHHFMA.
ZNY SSSSS

P 1683607 MAR 78

FM CG 111 MAF

TO RUAHFMA/CE FMFPAC

é?FO ZEN/CG FORL OGCOMD

SE CRE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM
LTGEN MCCUTCHEON INFO BGEN PADAL INO. *
REDERLOYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (S
Ae CG FMFPAC 140BY9Z MAR 78 (D

Bo CG FMFPAC 21652 MAR 79 (S

Co CG FMFPAC 1483B1Z MAR 70 (S

D, CG FMFPAC 2822462 FEB 78 (S

Eo CG USARY LBN RVN 2137512 FES 70 () (PASEP)
Fo CMC 12 12462 FES 70 S :

(4
G CG FORLOGCOMD 1886087 FE3 70 (S) : el
Ho CG 111 MAF 0900482 MAR 70 () PP o’
1e THE PURPOSE OF THIS M3G 1S TO ANSWER REFS M AT g
A AND B TO BGEN PADAL ING, | HAVE D iSCUSSED THIS * a0’ .
SUBJ WITH BGEN PADAL INO #ND AM TAKING THIS ACT ION " 6 e
SINCE THE DECISIONS N THE SUBJ AREA WERE MADE o 4y
yo
57

PAGE TWO RUM.MPA2752 S E CR E T SPECAT

BY THIS HQ. .

20 A DETAILED EXAMINATION CF THE CONDIT {ON OF ALL
INeCOUNTRY M1B7/M718 ASSETS WAS CONDUCTED BY THIS

HQ WITH REPS FROM FORLOGCOM), PRICR TO THE DEPARTRE
OF SUBJ UNIT, [N ORDER TO DETERMINE THE COMPOSIT ION
CF THE RED [STR {BUT IONS NECESSARYs FRIME FACTORS

INFL LENCING TH{S REDISTRIBUT ION WERE AS FOLLOWSS

Ae THE LOGIST {CS GUIDANCE SET FORTH N REF C | wege Feed, orrzy
AUTHOR iZ ING SELECT IVE RETENT ION OF ASSETS FOR [ kdrw prico wac
IN-COUNTRY UNIT S, D ep <o rmrErme

Be THE REQUIREMENT TO SHIP FOWR MI187°S WITH

SUBJ UNIT AS SET FORTH N REF De L
Cs THE REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE SIX M187°S AND rroEr ErTE
THO M118°S IN SERVICEABLE COND IT ION, ALONG WITH | €54 7"F~

ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT, BASIC ISSUE ITEMS, AND Shr> Ay
OTHER ESSENT 1AL FIRE CONTROL ACCESSORIES, TO Comaime 7rem <p
USARY 1AW INFORMAL CMC AGREEMENT AND REF E, J0% s -

D, THE REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN A4 SERVICEABLE
FLOAT OF TWO M118°S AND ONE M187 AS DIRECTED 1IN
REF. Fe

U PAC GEN 2100/5 3/6) SPECAT . Cepy 7° t SECRET
| - >,

DECLASSIFIED
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\".,M‘.‘i;ECPRET o q SPECAT ®»

PAGE THAEE RUM.MPA272 S E CR E T SPECAT

Ec THE FACT THAT CERTAIN WEAPONS WERE (NOPZRABLE
AND UNREPA [RABLE DUZ PaRTS SHORTAGE AND COMFALETE
LACK OF STOCK OBJECY IVE OR STOCK WEAFONS AS SET
FORTH IN REF F.

3, REF G L ISTED EVERY Mi87 AND M118 WEAPON (N
POSSESSION OF 110 MAF TO INCLUDE THOSE TO BE TRANSFERED
TO ARMY, AND THOSE TO BE RETIRNED TO CONUS (N
(LOSED LOOP PROGRAM CR WITH ZTH 175MM GUN BTRY,
FLUS THREE TO BE USED InN COUMTRY AS MA INTENANCE
fLOAT. YOU WERE AN {NFO ADDEL,

4, WE OOLLD NOT ASSIGN FOWR MiG7 WEAFOMS TO
RETURMING BATTERY W ITHOUT RZDUCING NUMBER OF
WEAPONS "IN PITS OF FIRING BATTERIES SINCZ wE
HaD ALREADY REOUCED FL.OAT FROM THO TO ONE.
THERE WERE NO SPARE CAMNGN ASSEMBLIZS ON FAND IN
FORLOGGOMD OR USASPTCVD, ONG SO #E COULD NOT
DRAW ANY AND CONVERTY A FLOAT M112 TO Mif7. THIRE
MERE TWO RED BALL MY@7 CAMNON ASSEWEL IES IN ARMY
HAND S BUT THESE COW.D NOT BE RETROGRADID. NEITHER

APPARE MLy 7RuUE
AFTER ORICI WRY
FrlédetR & o
P T A7

RE QU A& MEAT

PAGE FOWR RUMMPR272 S E CR E T SPECAT

woew D T MAKE SEMSE FOR US TO RETRO TWO AND DRAW
RED BALL ITEMS AS REFRLACEMENT S,

50 1 REAL JZE WE D ID NOT COMA.Y WITH YOUR ORDER.
WE SHOWD HAVE INFORMED YOU D IRECTLY BY TELEPHONE OR
HIGH PRECEDENCE ACT 1OM ADEE MSG THAT WE COU.D NOT COM
FLY (NSTEAD OF MEREL Y INFORMING YOU BY AN INFO GOPY OF
A MSGs )

6o | WANT TO BE CERTAIN THAT ALCON ARE AWARE THAY THE
COND §T §ON OF THE FO(R WEAPONS ACCOMPANYING SuBJ UNIT (S
SUCH THAT AN EXCHANGE OF GUN ASSEMBL (ES WILL PROBABLY
NOT FLACE THEM [N A FU.LY SERVICEABLE CONDIT 10N,

ADD IT (ONALL Y, THESE FOIR WEAPONS HAVE BEEN REDEFLOYED
WITHOUT THER ASSOCIATED ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT, BASIC
ISSUE ITEMS AND OTHER ESSENT AL FIRE CONTROL [TEMSe
SUCH EQUIPMENT WAS TIRNED GVER TO ARMY AS INDICATED

iN PAR 2C. '

7. WARM REGARDS,

GR=4

BT

2752

NI 8 N ; | o
FMFrAC-GEN 2100/5 3/6) SPECAT SECRET
- - a1
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DECLASSIFIED

@IEADQUAGSRS @ @
Il MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE |

il MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)
]

OPERATION COOE -
- ORIGINATOR
A ACTION /COGN
- COMMENT/ RECOMMENOATION
|- INFORMATION
S- SIGNATURE

FROM

CG III MAF 17 MA’RCH 70 ° _

SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE
P 1703107 PYNO Z_OF 3 COPIES RECD

ROUTE

SECTION

CODE

' SUBJECT
INITIAL OPCON

CG

0CG

c/S

> REMARK.

DC/S

5 ;2]
377

DCS PLANS,

va

DEP CORDS

DISPOSITON

DSA ICT2Z

S/S % 3_//"!

(‘/ o (1 RETAIN FOR__MONTHS

[J DESTROY AFTER ROUTING

7w (37es,

_— 1 [ RETURN FOR PERMANENT

RETENTION

G
G-
G
G

<

1
muLoum

G-

SECTION SIGNATURE

ADJ

AWARDS

III MAF STAFF SECRETARY

CAP

CHAP

RECEIVED TWO COPIES (2,3) OF

ci8

CG III MAF'S P 170310Z MAR 70

COMP

DENT

ENGR

FOQDS

DTCR 17 H MAR TO

FSEO

DTOD 171320 __H MAR 70

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

,Ajiizasééﬂéb-— é?i‘§7Zv =

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL

PROTQ

PSYOPS

ROT8E

REPRO

SJA

SPL SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O

L 3-1¢

TCC

SGT MAJ

(USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERYSE siCREb

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

/
- A Vv
9 . ‘= . D) i, -
Y [ PN <~
. sl -, \“ B
- ) H

| P 170318Z ZFF-|

FM CG I11 MAF N
T0 C@ XXIV CORPS t
IEM

",

opcoN :
1« 1 HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF 111 MAF

UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES: S

" Ae. THE COMBINED ACTION FORGE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV -
CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE 1CIZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS
ANDFRELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR~-
SEL . ' !
B, 1 HAVE PASSED OPCON OF I cO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED |FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS.

Cs OTHER UNITS OF III MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY
OPCON, 1 REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT°'S HIGHLY DESIRABLE
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE| OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. I HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCGCATIR) FOR II1 MAF AND MGENM
WHEELER AS DCG(GROUND) FOR I1l| MAF.

D, 1 HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YPuy INSTALLING COMMUNICA~
TIONS DIRECT TO 1ST MARDIV AND 151 MAW., I REQUEST, HOWEVER,
THAT 1 BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICATION SENT OVER
THESE CIRCUITS. 1 FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE!FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING
OR REQUESTING NON-DIRECTIVE TYPE INFORMATION, O ALL |
MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTIVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A
DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUEDRDINATES, I REQUEST THAT
YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONSITO 111 MAF. I HAVE NO
OBJECTION, HOWEVER, TO YOUR MAKING THE WING AND THE DIVI~
SION: INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE
THE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

_ E. 1 RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TINE TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM II1 MAF IN AREAS OUTSIDE
OF QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME|TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
RESOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. IN THESE CASES 1 HAVE NO
OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCK UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FYLL RESPONSIBILITY |FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUESTION., I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING
ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMMAND AND CONTROL,. SINCE THESE
KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER 1
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM ur TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-
FACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASI
2.- I NOTE THAT YOU :HAVE INVITE "IHE COMMANDERS OF THE
1ST MAW, ISTMARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO

ATTEND YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS GONFERENCE, AND I APPRE~ : ]

CIATE TNIS, WARM REGARDS
GP-4
539
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COMMUN ‘I ON CENTER

MARINE conps EYE.S oNLYTOP SECRET |

HEAMJUARTERS

F" ORI 70 FO&C LOGISTIC COWAND
M CG HEVA' s /E 3
':TO GG FMEPAC ?mm B#MIM ..‘xé.-n)‘l

ToP SEO\ET/NOFOR\VSF’EGJW/MAR\hE CORPS E‘I'ES oMY FOR
LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN ?JquTCI'&.GN (DELIVFR OUR ING WORKING

THIS DATE ON SUE J: QUCTE

1. CS/NF) IN VIEW OF THE # IUESPREAD EMFLOYMEI\I} OF THE
COMB INED ACT 0N PLATOONS THROUGHOWT 1CTZ AND THE CON-
SIDERABLE CONTR IBUT ION WHICH THEY ARE CONT INUYING TO MAKE

TO THE OVERALL PACIFICATION EFFORT IN THESE AREAS, |iT
APPEAR S PRUWDENT TO REVIEW PHASE IV FALANNING AS IT RELATES
TO THE COMBINED ACT iON FORCE.

2, ¢(TS/LDY ALTHOWH NO FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE
REGARD ING THE STRENGTH OR COMPOSIT {ON OF THE MARINE CORPS
FORCES TO REMAIN IN RVMN AFTER PHASE 1V REDEFLOYMENT S ARE
GOMPLETED, (T IS ANTICIPATED THAT AT LEAST THREE OF THE

FAGE TWO RIMLMPA2993 TOP SECRET/NOFORN/SPECAT/MARINE CORPS EYES OMLY
;?lﬂEEXiST iNG COMBINED ACT ION GROUPS {CAG) WIiLL BE REDE~
OYED .
%o (TS/LD) THE STATUS OF THE 2D CAG IN QUANG NAM FRO-
VINCE 1S UNCETERMINED, N LATE JA'\JUARY, COMMAND ING GENE=-
RaL, 111 MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE RECOMMENDED TO COMUSMACY
THAT THIS CAG REMAIN IN»COUNT"&V AT & STRENGTH OF 608 AS
AN ADC»ON TO WHATEVER OTHER MARINE CORPS FORCES REMA IN.
COMUSMACY APPROVED THIS P\tCO‘ME,\K ATION FOR FLANNING PiR-
POSES, B8UT THE FINAL DETERMINAT {ON APPEARS CEPENGENT ON
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MARINES AUTHOR IZED FOR RVN AFTER
PHASE 1V, :
4o (S/NFY COMMAND ING GENERAL, | CORPS IS KNO#N TO BE AN
ENTHUSIAST IC PROPONENT OF THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM
AND ATTRIBUTES TG THE CAPS MUCH OF THE TZIDIT FOR PASH-
FICAT 10N PROGRESS AND FAVORABLE SECURITY SITUAT IONS WHICH
GENERALLY EXIST IN THEIR AREAS UF ORPERATIONS, THE (MP8CT
OF THE ¢ {THDRAWAL OF THESE UNITS WHEN REQIIRED, will. BE
SEVERE AND HIGHLY ADVERSE FSYCHOLOGIGALL Y
5 (S/NFY IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE T IS RECOMMEMDED THAY
UNILATERAL PLANS BE DEVELOPED, AMY LATER OCOORDINATED A ITH -
FAGE THREERUMLMPAZG9S TOP SERET/NOFORN/SIECAT/MARINE CORP3 EYES OMLY
COMMAND ING GENERAL , | CORPS, TO FROVICE FOR A CONT INUING
HIGH L.EVEL OF SECWRITY AND DEVELOPMENT IN THESE AREAS AND
THAT COMMAND ING GENERAL, XXiV CORP3 SUPPORT EFFORTS YO
RETA'IN- AT LEAST ONE CO\AB!’\}ED ACT 10N GROUP iN 1 CORPS
TACT {CcAL ZONE. UNQUETE
2, (W) WARM REGARDS, ; ST
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o | P e car

P 1783107 TFF-) D S
TH CE 1F MAF S |
;g CG XXIV CORPS , |
H -
ng C R E T/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
coN - T
o 1 HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF Il MAF
UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURESS
A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV
CORPS, THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE 1CTZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF URITS
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS
ANDFRELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR-
SELF o o ,
B, 1 HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN TO YOU T0
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS,
‘G, OTHER UNITS OF 1I1 MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY |
OPCON. 1 REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT*S HIGHLY DESIRABLE |
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND | |
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT 1S : |
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS |
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. 1 HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCGCAIR) FOR I1I MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS DCG(GROUND) FOR IIl MAF,
. Da I HAVE ¥O OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA=
OBJECTION 10  PASSING OPCON GVER SUCH UNI1S [U WHUFVE N
YOU ASSIGN FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUESTION. I HAVE IN MIRD FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING
ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE. -
KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-
FACTION OV A CASE BY CASE BASIS. , |
2. 1 BOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE
IST MAW, 1STMARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO B
ATTEND YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRE-
CIATE THIS. WARM REGARDS .
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|1N19PERAHON CODE - FROM ) DATE
A- ACTION/ COGNIZANCE | CE 7T /8 o 2 g

C COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION
C- COMMENT/ RE SERIAL NO/ CONTROL DATE

S: SIGNATURE [E ol g2 o 2 IcoPYNO/ OF 3 coPIES RECD]

DATE SUBJECT
ROUTE] SECTION | CODE N ouT INITIAL

6 V%

DCG

c/s | T #’ REMARK
DC/S

CS PLANS
pesi DISPOSITON

DEP CORDS

DSA ICTZ

s/is [N | 2/1%t ) C RETAIN FOR_MONTHS

G:! ) ’ 3 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
o2 . .

G-3 = /9-26 {Wp/ ' 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT

G-4 : ~— RETENTION

g-z , SECTION SIGNATURE

ADJ

AWARDS

CAP

CHAP

cig | .

COMP

DENT

ENGR

FOODS

FSEQ

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL

PROTO

PSYOPS

RDT8E

SJA

REPRO ’f*f& \ *? ¥

SPL SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O

S8¢C

Tce ' “

SGT MAU | (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL smce‘)
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PTTSZYUN RUVL MPAB253 B776649= SSSS==RUHHFMA.

ZNY SSSSS ,

p 1806492 MAR 70

FM CC 101 MAF

v% RUMHFMA/CG FMFPAC

B

SECRET SPECAT MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY EXGUSIVE

FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON ¢DEL IVER DURING

WORKING HOWR S

"OPCON .

1o THE FOLLOWING 1S THE TEXT OF THE ME?SAGE | SENT TO

LTGEN ZA§S ON 97 MAR ON THE SUBJ OF OPCON OF 101 MAF

UNIT S, ‘ ,

QUOTE

1e | HAVE REV!EWEO THE QUESTION oF OPCON OF 1§51 MAF

UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDWRES: -

Ao THE COMBINED ACT ION FORCE SHOU.D BE OPGON XX1V

CORPS, THE CAPS ARE DER.OYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE 1€TZ

PROV INCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WI{TH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS

THROUGHOUT IGCTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO L.OCAT jONS

éggFﬁELocATsoNs ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR=
[}

PAGE TWO RUM.MPA3255 S E CR E T SPECAT MCEO -

B. | HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D- CG 3D MP BN TO YOU TO

SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOLR ARMED FORCES POL §CE REQUIREMENT S,
Co OTHER UN{TS OF ti1t MAF SHOUWD REMAIN UNDER MY -
GPCON. § REAL (ZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT°S HIGH. Y DESIRABLE
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY W{TH MY DIVISION AND

AR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCAS{ONS WHEN IT 1S
NEGESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES, { HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCGCAIRY FOR (11 MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS DCG(GROUND) FOR 111 MAF,.

Do § HAVE NO OBJECT ION TO YOU §NSTALL ING C’OMMUNIIC‘&°°
TIONS DIRECT TO 1STMARDIV AND iSTMAW. § REQUEST, HOWEVER,
THAT § BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICAT [ON SENT OVER
THESE CIRCUITS. | FUIRTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICAT{ONS =~
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORD{NATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING
R REQUEST ING NON=D JRECT IVE TYPE [NFORMAT ION, ON AaLL
MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECT {VE IN NATWE OR WHICH REQUIRE A
DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES; | REQUEST THAT
YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO 1)i MAF, § HAVE NO ‘
OBJECT §ON, HOWEVER, TO YOIR MAKING THE WING AND DIVISION

gl%i‘PvAo(j:gfog 2100/3 (3/69) i S P E C A ‘—]- ‘ ‘MC E O’G SECRET
corPy JoF3 T | Q-1

DECLASSIFIED
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PAGE THREE RUM.,MPA§25§ S E CGRE T SPECAT MCEO

INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME N ORDER TO EXFEDITE

THE FLAN AND DECISION=MAKING PROCESS,

Eo § RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM 0100 MAF IN AREAS OUT SIDE
0F QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTA (N
RESOWRCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS, IN THESE CASES | HAVE NO
0BJECT ION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FU.L RESPONSIBIL ITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUEST [ONp § HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMFLE SUGCK THINGS AS
RECONNA I SSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT OPERAT ING
A.ONG ADJAGENT DCIVISION BOUNDARIES N AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRAL IZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINGCE THESE
KINDS OF OPERAT [ONS W iLL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER |
BEL {EVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OWR MUTUAL SATIS=
FACT 1ON ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS, '

20 0§ NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE
-1STMAN, 1STMARDIY AND COMB {NED ACT {ON FORCE TO ATTEND
YOWR WEER.Y COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND | APFRECIATE
THiS, WARM REGARDS, UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS,
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;ECRET | SP@AT -MCE,G

PTT SZYUN RUMLMPA§2§§ 97?@6&9DSSSS=DRUHHFMAO
ZNY SSSSS

P_18464 @
FM 181 MAF

TO RUAHFMA/CG FMFPAC

B‘T .

SECRET SPECAT MARINE CORPS EYES OMY EXCLUSIVE
FOR LYGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MGCUTCHEON ¢DEL IVER DR ING
NORKING HOWR 9

02008 - .

1o THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE | SENT 70

LTGEN ZAIS ON 17 MAR ON THE SUBJ OF OFCON OF [11 MAF

UNIT S .

QUOTE

307\ HAVE REVIENED THE QUEST 10N OF OPCON OF 11} MAF

UNITS AND FROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDIRESs

Ao THE COMBINED ACT fON FORCE SHOW.D BE OPCON XXiV

CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DERLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE 1CTZ

PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE GLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS

THROUGHOUT 1CTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATJONS

QEEFBELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR=
L]

A

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA3253 S E CR E T SPECAT MCEO

Bo | HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO

SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOLR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENT Se

Co OTHER UNITS OF [1t MAF SHOU.D REMAIN UNDER MY

CPCON. § REALEZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT°S HI{GH. Y DESIRABLE

FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND

AR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN (T (S

NEGESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS 7O OTHER UNITS

THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES, § HAVE

DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCGCAIR) FOR #1i4 MAF AND MGEN

WHEELER AS DCG(GROUND) FOR (11 MAF..

Do ! HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU ENSTALL ING COMMUNI{CA=

TIONS DIRECT TO 1STMARDIV AND 1STMAW. | REQUEST, HOWEVER,

THAT | BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICAT 10N SENT OVER

THESE CIRCUITSe | FUWRTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICAT JONS
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING

‘OR REQLE ST ING NON=-D IRECT JVE TYPE [NFORMAT {ON. ON ALL

MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECT {VE IN NATWRE OR WHICH REQUIRE A

OECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES; § REQUEST THAT

YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO 0111 MAF, | HAVE NO

0B JECT 10N, HOWEVER, TO YOWR MAKING THE WING AND DIVISION

1§ Oé #9
A SPECAT "MCEO" SECRET

qorYy RoF 3 (/2)
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SECRET SDECAT MCEG’
PAGE THREE RUI\&.MPA5255 S E e R E T -SPECAT MCEO
INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE
THE ALAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS,

Eo | RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM 11 MAF [N AREAS OUT SIDE
OF QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
RESOLRCES FOR SUCH MISSIONSe, IN THESE CASES | HAVE NO
OB ECT ION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FU.L RESPONSIBI. ITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUEST ION, | HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMALE SUCH THINGS AS
RECONNA { SSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT OPERAT ING
AM_ONG ADJACENT CiIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRAL 1ZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINGE THESE
KINDS OF OPERAT IONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER |
BEL {EVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO O1R MUTUAL SAT{S-
FACT ION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS, :

2o | NOTE THAT YOu HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE
1STMAN, 1STMARDIV AND COMBINED ACT ION FORCE TO ATTEND
YOIR WEEWKL. Y COMVMANDER S CONFERENCE, AND | APPRECIATE
TI;.IE. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS.
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e ® “Comm CENTER @
OUTGOING CLASSIFIED/EFTO SMOOTH MESSAGE DRAFT

1 FROM | DTG - DRAFTED:
406G III MAF } /g/;5¢ z SECT: G-3 %’
47O - ~ |PRECEDENGE |0 o
d CG FMFPAC - _
| |:l FLASH 'E[CoNGURRED;Y |
TNFo —CMMEDIATEL ]| 0 F |
‘. " |CPRIORITY [] 63 (2.

" |C_JROUTINE []

I maiL [:]

%A, CG III MAF ,1202062 FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCEO)

B. CG III MAF 2013527 FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCEO)
. C. CG III MAF 2306567 FEB TOA(TS/SPECAT/MCEO)

2 1. REF A WAS THE RECOMMENDED TROOP LIST FOR A 9 4K MAB,

REF B MODIFIED REF A TO INCREASE THE DET, RADIO BN AND REF

C FORWARDED THE REQUIRED TRADE OFF.

I AM CONCERNED AT INDICATIONS THAT THE MARINE CORPS
FORCE REMAINING AFTER PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENTS MAY BE USED

|| PRIMARILY TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR FIXED INSTALLATIONS IN

4 THE DANANG AREA. | | | :

A. USARV REPS CHATRED ‘A MEETING TO DISCUSS DEFENSE OF

RED BORDER FOR CLASSIFIED/EFTO MESSAGES ONLY

FOR COMMUNICATION CENTER USE ONLY
(PLEASE DOUBLE SPACE-MAXIMUM 65 CHARACTERS PER LINE)

JTHE DANANG VITAL AREA ON 15 MAR T70. DURING DISCUSSION T'IT

‘ - . TOP SECRET/LIMDIS ' |
/ 7 | / S0

DECLASSIFIED




P

DECLASSIFIED

AB@REWATED‘T MESSAGE FORM ‘"" CLASsIFICATION
a1:d/or CONTINUATION SHEET

TOP SECRET/LIMDIS

PRECEDENCE

ACTION IMMEDIATE

INFO

REL EASED BY ORAFTED BY PHONE

G=3

2253

==

WOULD. BE IN THE

STATLS
PERSERRT

AREA,

e .
BECAME APPARENT 4 USARV PLANR TO REINFORCE THE DANANG
AREA WITH ONLY ONE COMPANY FOR SECURITY FUNCTIONS. WHEN
THE INADEQUACY OF THIS BEORCE WAS POINTED OUT BY XXIV CORPS

REPS, THEY WERE REMINDED BY USARV REPS THAT A MARINE RLT

B. III MAF REP WAS QUESTIONED REGARDING REDEPLOYMENT
PLANS FOR THE 1ST MP BN NOW GUARDING DANANG AIR BASE.

C, PLANS AND INITIATIVES FOR RVNAF ASSUMPTION OF
SECURITY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DANANG AIR FIELD WERE RE-
JECTED LOCALLY AND HAVE BEEN AT THE JGS LEVEL FOR OVER
ONE MONTH WITH LITTLE SIGN OF MOVEMENT. |

D. CG, I CORPS HAS STATED THAT HEwIS UNABLE TO PROVIDE
SECURITY FOR THE ESSO PLANT OR THE I CORPS BRIDGE IN ITS
ENTIRETY DUE TO A SHORTAGE OF RF/PF FORCES.

3., EMPLOYMENT OF MARINES SOLELY IN A STATIC SECURITY ROLE
WOULD SUPPORT MACV POSITION THAT RLT IS ONLY MARINE CORPS

FORCE REQUTRED SINCE HELICOPTER MOBILITY WOULD BE UNNEC-

((vcLvows AIR)

ESSARY AND NEED FOR SUPPORTING ARMSAGREATLY REDUCED.
APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH A FORCE STRUCTURE WOULD
NOT BE IN BEST INTEREST OF MARINE CORPS AND WOULD ERODE

AS.AN INTEGRAL AIR/GROUND TEAM OF COMBINED ARM%J

CONTROL NO.

TOR/TOD

. Cé; MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION

INITEALS

PEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TOP SECRET/LIMDIS

DD.2.173-1

REPLACES EDITION OF ' MAY 88 WHICH WILL BE USED.
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rrc-dapan( /3
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L o v

3 - é N
ABBREVlATg'W MESSAGE FORM
, ui:d/or CONTINUATION SHEET

‘!TY CLASSIFICATION

TOP SECRET/LIMDIS

PRECEDENCE

RELEASED BY

acrion IMMEDTATE

INFO

ORAFTED BY

G~3

PHONE

2253

SIDERED THIS PROBLEM.

9.4K AFTER PHASE IV, WARM REGARDS.

4. I REALIZE THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BASED ON STAFF ]
DISCUSSIONS AND THAT CG XXIV CORPS HAS NOT ONLY NOT MADE
A DECISION IN THIS REGARD BUT PROBABLY HAS NOT EVEN CON=~
HOWEVER, LOCAL SECURITY WILL BE A
PROBLEM AFTER PHASE IV AND I WANTED TO ALERT YOU TO WHAT
COULD BE THE XXIV CORPS SOLUTION TO THAT‘PROBLEM, I.E.,
THE USE OF THE MARINE RLT PRIMARILY_FOR LOCAL SECURITY. -
IF THAT IS THE DEVELOPMENT, WE MAY WANT TO START THINKING

NOW ABOUT THE ADVISABILITY OF KEEPING ANY FORCE LESS THAN

BT
GP-4
CONTROL NO. TOR/TOD PAGE |NO.OF | MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION INITIALS
NO. PAGES
3 3

PEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TOP SECRET/LIMDIS

D -'.'.%5“..173'1

© MEPLACKS EDITION OF ' MAY B3 WHICH WILL BE USED.
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Il MAr FORM 5216 guvu -69

X - ORIGINATOR

A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE

€ - COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION
| - INFORMATION

§ - SIGNATURE

FROM

yA

ROUTE DATE

SECTION CODE

out

_gfé___'@@
SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE

E 233/2 m 22
INITIAL

DATE
/—

COPY WO/ OF B COPIESRECDY

SUBJECT

//ér'ﬁﬂc for: CompT, EMC
For (fedk ,or 3

iDEP CORDS

IDSA ICTZ]-

|

REMARKS

. bxsrc'lﬁm
O Retain for ____nonths,
O Destroy after reutiag.

Return for parmanent retestiea.

— . + . . T ]

FSEO

HQ CMDT

INSP

MTO

NJA

OPANAL

ORD

PMO

POSTAL |

PROTO

PSYOPS

RDT{E

REPRO

SJA

SPL_SERV

SUPPLY

FORMED O
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TCC

T MAJ
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MARINE

- :'w ceece

=1

G

RPS EY

R 1823312 MAR 70
M CG IIl MAF

INFO CG FORL 0&COMD '~

B -’P Q@BA@QZ FEB 78 mlﬁ DT@ - WS TS e ) »'
B R CG III MAF L

T0 C6 FMFPAC

.. INFO CMC

BY

CONFIDE
. PIFPAC FCR: COMPT; CMC:.FOR CODE AS-3
A, SECDEF (22109 FEB 712 (L) (NOTAL)
B, C& 111 MAF 1523122 FEB 78 (U) (NOTAL).
C. C6 FMFPAC 180214Z FEB 70 (C) (MCEQ) (NOTAL )

s

NT ITaAL NARINE CORPS EYES onmY

1INB5T4177

1o (U) REF A ANNOUNCED THE IRTENT OF GAQO TO CONDUCT A SLRVEY OF Ue S
REDEPL OYMENT FROM VIETNaM,
INITIAL CONTACTS WITH ON SITE GAO PERSONNEL MR TR MBOW

2. (DURING

WAS REQUESTED

. QUOTE 3
‘As SUBJECT OF GAOQ REVIEW:

TC PROVIDE INFORMAL STATEMENIS OF THE FUNCTIONS KE
EXPECTE D TO ACCOMPLISH DURING HIS STAY AT III MAF AN THE IN- -
FORMATION HE DESIRED, STATEMENTS PROVIDED FOR YOUR

INFORMATION:

MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AN} FRO-

'CEDURES RELATING TO EXCESS MATERIALS AN EQUIPMENT GENERATED FROM
FORCE REDUCTIONS. BASED ON INFORMATION ORTAINED TO DATE, WE HAVE
LEAR NED THA'I II1 MAF HAS BEEN ASSIGNED RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACCOMFL ISH-

PAGE - TWO
ING AND/CR COORD INATING CERTAIN MATERIEL MANAGEMENT FUNCTIOhS REe
LATED TO THE WIT'DRAWA OF MARINE CORPS FORCES. WE BELIEVE THAT III
MAF IS IN THE BEST POSITION TO FROVIDE INFORMATION REGARD ING
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES PERTAINING TO THE SUBJECTS LISTED BE-
LOW, AND TO PROVIDE STATISTICAL DATA REGARDIMNG THESE SUBJECTS:

(l) RE DISTRIBUTION OF T/E-T/A AND SPECIAL ALLOWANCE:

MATER IEL BETWEEN UNITS REDEFLOYING AND UNITS REMAINING INI-

COUNIR Y,

4

AL

HER

(2) TECHNICAL AND QUAN
unfrs '?'ED PLOY WIT a8
' A JUSTNE N1 5488

3'*

. ﬂ N

f?

¥

5 &

3

o el

- ,‘

'i_
¥

£

SSURE THAT
MENT. '

Y.
N Al ‘F IN-

oN OF THE VIETNAM ARMED FOR CES,
RUSTRATION OF REDEPLOYING UNIT RE-

C AND 3D. FSR BACKORDER CANCELLATIONS),

CO/N/ ! oF 2

2 S " BUTION OF DEACTIVATING -UNIT MATER IEL WITHIN

D OBTAIN INFORMATION REGPRD ING THE ABOVE
BEYSTONE CARD INAL AND KEYSTONE EBLUEJAY. WE

L]

CDN? QE JTIA . MCEQ®

1HQ FLC

c/s

S/s

G-1

G-2

G-4

G-5

COMPT

ADY |

CEO

g0 [T/€ | Lot

LEGAL|M

-

TRNG

DISBO

ACT/COG

INFO/
COORD
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'MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY | | o

» commgré}\ oK CENTER . | | PY

WOARTERS
" FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

DESTROY BY BURNING

PAGE THREE
WOULD ALSO LIKE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION RE‘"ARDING PROBLE MS EX=-
FERIENCED IN KEYSTOME CARD INAL AN ACTIONS TAKEN T O PREVENT
R MINIMIZE RECURRENCE DIRING XKETSTONE BLUEJAY.

ISEDREQUFST THAT INFORMATION LISTED BELOW BE PROV-
8 -
FOR: CONSIDERATION AND USE IN THE SUBJECT REVIEW, IWN
THE EVENT THAT III MAF CANNOT PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION, I WOULD
APFRECIATE IT IF THIS REQUEST IS EXPED ITIOUSLY FORWARDED Y0 THE
COMMAND ING GENERAL , FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC,

- €1> INFORMATION "REGARD ING MAR INE COR PS UNIT REDEPL OYMENT

IN PHASE I, II, aD IIl OF THE FORCE REDUCTION, TO INCLUDE UNIT

: DESIGNATIONS PER SONNEL STRENGT H, REDEFL OYMENT LOCATION MODE
oF TRANSPORTATIDN AND IDENTIFICATION -OF THOSE UNITS I0 BE
DEACTIVATED,

(2) UNIT DESIGNATIONS AN PERSONENEL SIRENGT HS OF MAR INE

CORPS UNITSREMAINING IN VIETNAM SUBSEQUENT TO THE COMPLIETION
OF PHASE III FORCE RED UCTION., UNQUOTE, '
3. (C) AS STATED REF B, NONE OF INFORMATION REQUESTED PARA 2B
ABOVE PROVIDED THUS FAR. IN THIS REGARD , REF A STIPULATES THAT
STATIONING PLANS F(R BLUEJAY AND INFORMATION ON FUTIRE INRE-
MENTAL WITHRAWALS WILL NOT BE DISCGLOSED. REF C IS MORE RE~

PAGE FOIR '
"+ STRICTIVE AN RESTRICTS RELASE OF PERSONNEL FIGURES RELATED
W TO.-EAGLE AND CARD I PN ESS APRROVED-BY CNC,.

t&?i- } (U) AS INFICATED PARA 5B ABOVE :6R0°AUD ITORS-BESIRE RELEASE

:wo PFOSCR IBED BY REF A FOR BLUEJAY A®D REF C FOR EAGLE
oD CIFLINN, HAYE, IYFRUED ADITGRS THAT RELEASE HoT
St PR & Rd"AfD ADVISED REQUEST WOWLD BE FORWARDED TO
@3 ﬁ% FMFPAC IN ACCGRDANCE WITH PARA 25 <1).

J0 ™5, (U) REQUEST ADVISE WHICH, IF ANY INFO REQUESTED BY GAO
= o 13 ) RI;ED FOR RELEASE TO AUD ITCRS,

w W

HQ FLC |c/sis/s]6-1 l6-2 16-3]{G-4|G6-5] COMPT {ADJ |CEO | T/E | LOC | LEGAL|MED|TRNG|DISBO
ACT/COG =

ST FSR 210074 (10/67
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- ORIGINATOR

- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
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"SECURITY RESPONSIBILETY OF THE DANANG AIR FIELD WERE RE-
‘ONE MONTH WITH LITTLE SIGHN OF MOVEWEWT.

78 "EMPLOYMENT OF MARINES SOLELY IN & STATIC SECURITY ROLE
“YOULD SUPPORT ®WACV POSITION THAT RLT 1S OMLY-MARINE CORPS

s

MCEQ

Fm? ﬁﬁ?%?ég | TODe 4%//55259%MW?7¢
OTTTZYUYW RUNMLMPA3318 8771258- TTTT“°RUHHFMR°
ZNY TITTIT _
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gg RUHHFMA/CG FMFPRAC
TOP SECRE T/LINDIS/SPECAT/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR LTGEN BUSE:- FROM LTGEN MCCUT CHEON. (DELIVER DURING NORMAL DUTY HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING (U
Ao CG IIX MAF 120286 FEB 10 (TS/SPECAT/MCEO)
B, C6 I1I MAF 281352Z FEB 78 (TS/SPECAT/MCEQ)
Co C& 111 WMAF 23063562 FEB 78 (TS/SPECATANCEQ)
lo REF A WAS THE RECOMMENDED TROOP LIST -FOR A 2.4K MAB.
REF B MODIFIED REF A TO INCREASE THE DET RADIO BN AND REF
C FORWARDED THE REQUIRED TRADE OFF.
2, 1 AM CONCERNED AT INDICATIONS THAT THE MAR INE CORPS
FORCE REMAINING AFTER PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENTIS MAY BE USED
PRIMARILY TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR FEKFD INSTALLATIONS iN
THE DANANE AREA.

Ao, USARV REPS CHAIRED A MEETING TO DISCUSS DEFEMNSE OF
THE DANAMG VITAL AREA ON [5MAR 78, DURING DISCUSSION IT
BECAME APPARENT THAT USARYV PLANS TO REINFORCE THE DaNANG

SIS S S

S

//////////////////////

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA3316 T O P S E CR E T/LIMDIS/SPECAT/MCEO
AREA. WITH OMLY ONE COMPANY FOR SECURITY FUNCIIONS. WHEN
THE INADERUACY OF THIS FORCE Was POINTED OUT BY XXIV CORPS
REPS, THEY WERE REWMINDED BY USARV REPS THAT & MARINE RLT
Y OULD BE IN THE AREA.. '

‘B, 11 MAF REP WAS QUESTK@NED RE@&RDHBB REDEPLDYMENT
PLANS FOR THE 1ST MP BN NOW GUARDING DAWANG AIR BASE.

Co PLANS AND XNITIATIVES FOR RYMNAF-ASSUMPTION OF

JECTED LOCALLY AMD HAVE BEEN AT THE JBS LEVEL FOR OVER

. Do €68, I CORPS HAS STATED THAT HE IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE
SECURITY F@R THE ESSO PLART OR THE I CORPS BRIDGE IR ITS
ENTIRETY DUE TO A SHORTAGE OF RF/PF FORCES,

FORCE REQUIRED SINCE HELICOPTER MOBILITY WOULD BE UNNEC-

ESSARY AND MEED FOR SUPPORT IHG. ARMS  CINCLUDLING AIR) GREATLY.
REDUCED » "APPROVAL A IMPLEWMENTATION OF SUCKR A FORCE STRUCYURE WOULD
NOT BE IM BEST INTERESY OF MARINE CORPS AND YWOULD ERODE -

STATUS aS AN INTEGRAL @ER/GRGUND TEAM OF- COMBINED ARMS.
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4 J REALIZE THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BASED OWN STAFF
DISCUSSI0HS A¥D THAT CG XXIV CORPS HAS NOT ONLY NOT MADE
A DECISXON IN THAT REGARD BUY PROBABLY HAS NOT EVEN CORN-

- . SIDERED THIS'PROBLEM. HOYEVER, LOCAL SECURITY WILL BE A

PROBLEM AFTER PHASE IV AMD X WANTED .TO ALERT YOU Y0 WHAT
COULD BE THE XXIV CORPS SOLULION TO THAT PROBLEM, I1.E.,
THE USE OF THE MARINE RLT PRIMARILY FOR LOCAR SECURITY.

IFP THAT IS THE DEVELOPMENT, WE WAY YANT TO START THINKING .

J0W ABCUT THE ADVXSABILIYY OF KEEPING ANY FORCE LESS THAWN
9 4K AFTER PHASE IV, UYARH REGARDS.
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: T 6P SECR E T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MAR LNE CORPS EYES. OF\LY FOR
LT GE® BUSE INFO MGEN THRASH FR OM L?GEN MCCUT CHEORN @ELEU@
DURING WORKING HOWR S) o
FORCE PLANNING (U)

Jo DURING YOQUR LAST VISIT TO IiI WQF YOu REQUESTED 'EHM
IST MaW INVESTIGATE THE FEASIBILITY OF FORMING A COMPOSITE
GROUP VICE TWO GROURS AS THE AIR COMPONENT OF THE RESIDUAL

. BRIGAD E, I MAVE D ISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT WITH THRASH AND
MY STAFF AND HAVE THE FOLLOWING COMMERIS TO MAKE.

2, I ‘HAVE ALWAYS BEL IEVED THAT THE COMPOSITION OF AN AIR/
GROUND TEAM SHOUWD BE DESIGNED T0 ACCOMPLESH THE MISSION
ASSIGNED AND THAT IF THE MISSION REQUIRES MORE UNITS

OF ONE COMPOWENT THaN THE OTHER THENW THEY SHOULD BE ADDED
TO THE TROOP L IST, I MAVE NEVER BELIEVED THAT AN AIR/
ROV TEAM SMOULD ALWAYS BE COMPOSED OF ONE EACH

RO

PAGE TWO RUML.MPA 3433TOP SERET/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEOQ
COMPARABLE AIR AN GROUNMD UNITS.

3, THE OPTINMGM AJR PACKAGE FCR THE RESIDUAL. BRIGEDE SHOWLD,
Iy MY OPINION, INCUIDE BOTH A FIXED WING GROUP AND A

KEL ICOPTER GROUP OPERATING FROM SEPSRAIE BASES, THE PRO=
ELEM THAT WE FACE HOWEVER , IS ONE OF PERSONNEL CONSIRALNIS
AND CEIL INGS. (%E X BELEFVE THAT - I7 IS DESIRABLE T0
INVESTIGATE ‘EFE P@SSEBIDLNEY OF OPERATING BOTH GROUPS FRoOM

A SINGLE SITE, MAMELY DANANG AIR BASE, OPERATING BOTH

TYPES OF AIRGIAFT FROM A SINGLE BASE L IKE DANANS PRESENTS
‘SOWE PROBLEMS, I ANTICIPATE THE AR FCORCE WOULD OBJECT

TO OUR MOVING H@LE@OPTERS INTO DANANG , BUT THE FACT REMAIRS
WE OPERATED BOTH FIXED WING AND RﬁTcﬁRY WING AIRORAFT HERE
IW 1965 AN WE STALL BRING TRANSIEWT HELICOPTERS IN A(D

T AKD THE VPAF HAS HEL ICOPTER SQUADR ONS PERMANENILY BASED
¥ERE, IN 4DDITION TO THIS OBJECTION, THERE ARE OPERATIONAL
FROBLENS ASSOCIATED WITH 4 MIXED OP@MX@N THAT I YILL TOUCH
oM LATER , BECAUSE TUE PROBLEMS DO EXIST I WOULD PROPOSE
EERPING A FIXED UING AR GROUP 1IN THE PRESENY MAG=-1] SPACES
o THE FLIGMT LIUE, AND MOVING THE ROT ARY WING GROUP 1ATO
THE @RE@ @U%E@Fm:% 0CCUPIED BY H@NSoﬂW AN MER T NE AI(R PREIGMI o

&

;f ., ' : o Q%ﬁvﬂ(j§%3:~:>a

L SPECAT

Vil MAF 210078 COPY 1 OF _ 3 CORIES | | TO' SE@RE?
SIS SIS IS SIS TS S S /////@//

DECLASSIFIED

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

N

\/////////////////////////////////////////



DECLASSIFIED

o
-

S

U OP S%E@RET g \
PAGE TIREE RUMIMPA @c(; 'AE&E‘X‘ SPECATYEXCL U
THIS WILL SEPARATE TME TWO TYPES OF AIRCRAFT AN MINIMIZE
THE PROBLEMS, BOTH GROUPS WOULD BE.'SHMALLER THAN THE ClR-
RENT GROUPS IN THE WING BECAUSE E ACH WOULD ONY HAVE THE
EQUIVALENT OF TW0 AIRCRAFT SQUADRONS, COLOGCATING THE "
 GROUPS AT DANANG WOULD REDUCE THE PER SONNEL REQUIREMENTS
FOR BASE OPERATION AND BASE SECURITY AfD SAVE SPACE S OVER
gwgmum@ TO OPERATE FROM BOTH m«mw MOUNTAIN AND
A N8 N8 o
‘4o LF PER SONNEL CONSTRAINTS AID spacg CONSTRAINTS AT
DANAKG ARE OVERRIDING, THEM IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE
70 FGRM & SIWGLE COMPOSITE GROUP. THIS COULD BE DONE N
OME OF TWO WAYS: €AY THE GROUP COULD BE SPLIT BETWEEW
THE FRESENT MAG-]] RAMP AREA AN THE HgMS-[7 AREA, OR
@) IT COULD BE CONFINED 70 THE MAG-1) AREA OWLY, THE
FIRST ALTER NATIVE WOULD SPLIT THE MAINTENANCE SUPPORT AND
CVUSE THE GROUP COMMAIDER SPAN OF CONTRGL PROBLETS AID
THE SECOND AL TER NATIVE WOULD POSE OPERATIOMAL PROBLEMS
WHICH I REFERRED TO EARL IER , CH-46 AND 53 AIRRAFT WOULD
MAVE §0 FGLD THEIR BLADES OM THE TAXIWAY AND BE TQWED
INTO THE PARKING AREAS, EVEN SO, THE PARKING AREAS WOULD |

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA3433 TOP SECRET/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEQ
"B PRETTY CLOSE QUARTERS AMRESULT . IW CONGESTION, THE
Doy WASH FROM ROTCR BLADE S PARTICULARLY OF UNIE/AHIG
' HEL ICOPTERS WHEN BEING AIR TAXIED COULD UNDOUBTEDLY CAUSE
FOREIGN OBJECTS DAMAGE T0 THE JET AIRCRAFT. SOME OF THIS
DIFFICULTY CouLD BE ALLEVIATED IF SOME OF THE STRUCTURES
Now PERMANENTLY ERECTED IN THE MAG-1) SPACE S WERE REMOVED
- THUS PROVID ING' MORE OPERATING SPACE FOR THE HEL XCOPTERS.
5, FINALLY, IF WE ARE FORCED TO ACCEPT REDUCED WUMBERS
- AND THE NE@ FOR 2 SIRONG RLT IS OVERRIDING THEW IT MaY
57 NECESSARY TO RETROGRADE ALL FIXED WING AR RAFI AW
REDUCE THE AIR COMPOMENT TO HEL ICOPTERS ONLY, IN THIS CASE
WE COULD OPERATE FROM EITHER VMAREBLE MOUNTAIN OR .
DANAKE, THE PROXKIMITY T 0 THE REGIMENT WOULD FAVOR DANARG
I MY OPEINION IF WE COULD OVERCOME AIR FORCE OBJECTIONS,
6 LW SUMHARY, I FAVER THE FOLLOWING COMPOSITION OF THE
AIR CAMPONE T "0F THE RESIDUAL BR IGADE WITH MY FIRST CHOICE
LISTED FIRSTs (A) SEPARATE FIXED wiIng. AN HEL XCOPTER ‘
GROUPS OPERATING FROM SEPARATE SITES, (B) SEPARATE GROUPS
CPERATING PR OM DANANG. () A COMPOSITE GROUP OPERATING
- FROYM DAMNANG. (D) A HEL ICOPTER GROUP @P@A‘EIN@ FROM A
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M CG I1II MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
BY
SEC R E T/SPECAT/EXQ.USIVE/MARINE CORPS LYES ONMLY FOR LTVGEN
ggss FROM. LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (EL IVER DLRING WORKING HOLRS)
CON -
1. FOLLOWING 1S TEXT OF MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM ZAIS IN
RESPONSE TO MY MESSAGE TO HIM ON SUBJECT OF OPCON OF III 7
MAF UNITS: QUOTE
1. I GRE ATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEUENTEEN MAR CH MESSAGE
REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS., THE:
ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE T0 ME
AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT
YOUR WISHES WITHREGARD TO OLR RELATIONSHIPS WITH I1I MaF
UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT.
2, YOUR MILITARY P(L ICE: COMPANY Iq ALREADY WORKING WITH
- OUR PROVOST MARSHAL, THE CORPSG-3 IS WORKING WITH GENERAL
MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF INSTRUC-
TION PERTAINING TO OPCON OF THE -COMB INED. ACTION FORCE AS

PAGE TWO RUM.MPA3432 SE CR E T/SPECAI/EXG.USIVE/MCEO
REFLECTED ‘IN YOUR MESSAGE,

3, 1 ENJOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER®°S DIVISION YESTERDAY
AND I APPFRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY ME,

4, WARM REGARDS, UNQUOTE WARM REGARD S,

81" _ "MCEO"
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Adﬂufdk va

PP RUHHFMA RUM. MHA
DE RUIM.MPA 3515 8781132
ZNY AAAAA
P 1911522 MAR 70

FM CG 111 MAF

TO RUMHFMA/ZCG FMFPAC
INFO RUALMHAZCG FIRST MAW
BT
CONF IDENT 1 A L/SPEPAT/EXQ.US!VE/%ARINE GORPS EYES ONLY

FOR LTGEN BUSE

COMMUN |@1ON CENTER
HEA ARTERS

DESTROY BY BURNING

(DEL IVER DUR ING WORKING HJRS .
HELO CRASH AT CHU LA! g ‘
1« AS | REPORTED TO KENMY HOUGHTON, BY TELEPHONE, LATE
WEDNESDAY MGEN RAMSEY THE CG, AMERICAL DIViISON WAS THE
VIcT iM OF A HELO CRASH IN CHU LAT ON TUWESDAY, 17 MARCH,

THIS MORINING | VISITED CHU LAY

- TONFIDENTIA®

FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND =

ToD: |348Z MARTE G,

O30

AND SAW RAMSEY IN THE HOSPITAL. HE SUFFERED A BADLY
FRACT\RED LEFT ARM AND HAD MULTIALE BRUISES ON HIS FACE

AND BQDY,
COUNTRY,
HIS PROGNOSIS fS AL SO GOOD.

INFO MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTC}-EOV

IN COMPANY WI1TH THRASH

THE PROGNOSIS 1S GOOD AND HE WILL REMAIN IN
HIS A+40E SUFFERED BROKEN RIBS AND BRUISES AND.
TWG OCCUPANT S WERE KILLED,

{ GON°T KNON THE STATUS OF THE OTHERS BUT THEY ARE AL IVE,
2, RAMSEY'S HEL 1COPTER WAS FLYING ABOVE THE OVERCAST AND

‘.,\

PAGE TwO RLM.MPA5515 CONF IDENT ' AL/SPECAT/EXQLUSIVE/MCED
REQUESTED A GCA. THE GCA PICKED HIM UP AND DIRECTED A
STEER TO 298 AND THE AIRCRAFT RESPONDED,

GCA ASKED THE HELO TO SQUAKK {FF,

SUBSEQUENTLY,
AT THIS POINT THE AIR-

CRAFT WAS PICKED P ON A BEARING OF ABOUT- THIRTY CEGREES
FURTHER EAST,- GGA’THEN ASKED FOR A STEER OF 180 AMD THE

"ATRGRAFT RE SPONDED,

GCA SEARCHED THE CRIGINAL AREL OF

"CONTACT, FOUND NO OTHER BL IPS SO THEY RETWRNED TO THE

NEW TRACK AND FOLLOWED iT.
" AND SO WAS COMMUNICAT IONS BUT
FOLLOWED GCA D IRECT 1ONS,
DIRECTED AND THE AIRMRAFT RESPONCED.

GCA LOST HIM AND PRESUMED HE HAD GONE IN THE WATER

SO SAR PROCEDWRES WERE INIT IATED,

NOTHING TIRNED UP.

RADAR RETIRN WAS LOST ONCE
IN GENERAL THE TRACK
ANOTHER STEER TO 238 WAS
SHORTLY THEREAFTER,

3¢ RAMSEY*S AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE HILLS WEST OF CHY
LAl, AND BECAUSE OF WEATHER COND IT IONS WAS NOT LOCATED
UNT . WEDNESDAY,

IF IN FACT,

HIS AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN AT

- THE ORIGINAL POINT WHERE GCA PICKED THEM UP IT 1S POS

SIBLE THAT BY FOLLON ING GCA*S DIRECT {ONS HE COW.D HAVE
(RASHED SOMEWHERE IN THE AREA WEST OF CHU LAl BUT NOT
EXACTLY WHERE HE D 1D,
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PAGE THREE RLM..MPA5515 CONF IDENT ) AL/ZSPECAT/EXCL USIVE/NEED
4, THRASH ORDERED AN INVESTIGATION AS SOON AS HE HEARD
THAT OWR GCA WAS INVOLVED. COL DUNWIDDIE THE CO OF THE
AIR CONTROL GROUP 1S CONDUCT ING THE INVEST IGAT 10N, ME

IS KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THIS AREA AND WILL DO A THOROUGH JOB,
THRASH HAS AL SO CUT AMER ICAL G IVISION INTO THE INVEST I1GA-
TION AND EVERYVHING IS BE ING CONDUCTED OPEN.Y AND ABOVE
BOARD. AS SOON AS IT 1S COMPLETED GAY WILL BRIEF GENERAL
RAMSEY AND THE DIVISION STAFF ON WHAT HAPPENED OR WHAT
APPEAR S TO HAVE HAPPENED AS DETERMINED BY THE INVEST ICA~
'TFIBLI}Io WiLl. KEEP YOU INFORMED. WARM REGARDS,
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Fir CG 111 MAF

TC €8 FIRST MAW :

CG FIRST MARDIV BECRET
égFO ZEN/ce FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

-ZEM

SECRE T EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN

PADALINO FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON .
1o THE FoLLOVING MESSAGES ARE FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFO
QUOT |
FM CG III MAF
T0 €6 XXIV CORPS
SECRET/EYES OWLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEW mccurcason
OPCON
l. 1 HAVE REVIEVED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF III MAF
UNITS AND PROPUSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURESs
A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV
CORPS, THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS
THROUGHOUT 1CTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS
AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR-
SELF
B 1 HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN T0 YOU TO
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS.
¢. OTHER UNITS OF 111 MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY
OPCON, I REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT'S KIGHLY DESIRABLE

. FOR YOU TO COMMUNICQTE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND

AIR WING AND THAT TRERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS
NECESSARY FOR ME IO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES, I HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG (AIR) FOR III MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS DCG (GROYND) FOR LII MAF,

" D¢ 1 HAVE NC OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-
TIONS DIRECT TC IST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW. I REQUEST, HOW-
EVER, THAT I BE MADE INFQO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICATION SENT
OVER THESE CIRCUITS, I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATJONS
DIRECTLY TC MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSIKG
'CR REQUESTING NON=-DIRECTIVE TYPE INFORMATION, ON ALL
MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTIVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A
DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES, I REQUEST THAT
YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO IIl MAF,., I HAVE NO
OBJECTIUN, HUWEVER, JO YCUR MAKING THE WING AND THE DIVI-
SION INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN CRDER TO EXPEDIT!

__THE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS,

DECLASSIFIED
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Es I RECOGNIZE TNAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FRCOM III MAF IN AREAS OUTSIDE
CF QUANG NaM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
RECOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS, IN THESE CASES I HAVE .NO
OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUESTION, I HAVE IN.MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS

RECONNAISSANCE -TEAMS. OR—INEANTRY -UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING /

ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATICON THAT
~——REGUIRES-CENTRALIZED -COMMAND AND CONTROL ,-SINCE. THESE — - -

KINDS OF OCPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER 1

BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS—

FACTICN ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS,

2. I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE

I1ST MAW, ISTMARDIV AND CGMBINED ACTION FORCE TO ATTEND

YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS COMFERENCE, AND I APPRECIATE THIS,

WARM REGARDS, UNQUCTE

QUOTE .

FM LTG ZAIS €G XXIV CORPS ICTZ DNG

TO LTG MCCUTCHECN €6 III MAF DG

SECRET DNG €43 EYES ONLY FOR LTG MCCUTCHEON

{4 I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE

REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS, THE

ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME

AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAXE PARTICULAR CARE THAT

YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAF

‘UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT,

‘2. YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH

OUR PROVUST MARSHAL. THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH

GERERAL MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF

INSTRUCTION PERTAINING TO OPCOM OF THE COMBINED AGTION

FORCE AS REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE.

3. I ENHOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIVISION YESTER-

DAY, AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKI&G THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY

ME.
4. WARM REGARDS, UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS
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FM CG 111 MAF prT
fg CG FIRST MaAw : SEC'*-’:
ZEM

SECRET EYES CHLY FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEGH
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBGDIA

1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A msssasz RECEIVED FROM
COMUSMACY, QUOTE * ,

1, REFERENCE 1S MADE TG MAC 3548 IHTEL

2. (S) ACCGRDING TG THE LATEST INFGRMATION AVAILABLE TO
THIS HEADQUARTIERS THERE 1S EVERY INDICATION THAT A COUP

MAY BE UNDERWAY IN CAMBCDIA, THE PRECISE NATURE IS UNe

, KNOUN,

3, (S) PENDING CLARIFICATION OF THE SITUATICN AND FURTHMER

INSTRUCTIUNS, ALL CLMMANDS WILL ADHERE TO THE CURRENT PUB-

LISHED RULES OF ENGAGEMENT, PARTICULAR CARE WILL BE

TAKEN T AVCID BURDER- INCIDENTS, BUT PLANRED OPERATICNS

IN THE VICINITY CF THE BURDER WEED ¥GCT, REPEAT 40 T, BE
CANCELLED ,

4, (S) SHCULD ANY ELEMENT GF MACV BE APPROACHED BY CAM-
BODIAN REPRESENTATIVES FOR ASSISTANCE, NO COMMITMENTS WILL
BE MADE BUT THE DETAILS wILL BE REFERRED TO THIS HEAD-
QUARTERS BY FLASH MESSAGE,

5o (S) YLU WILL BE KEPT INFCRMED OF EVENTS AS THEY UNFOLD.

. UNQUCTE WARM REGARDS,

GP-4
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OUR PROVOST MARSHAL.

RESERVED FOR COMIUNICA TTON CEN TR )
JOINT MESSAGE FORM
SECURITY CLASSIFICIATION
SECRET
BOONX MUL T_I SINGLE
TYPE MSG
PRECEDENCE

action  PRTIORITY
INFO TG

FROM: CG III MAF SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

T0: CG FMFPAC

SECRET/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN

BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

OPCON
|

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM ZAIS IN
RESPONSE TO MY MESSAGE TO HIM ON SUBJECT OF OPCON OF III
MAF UNTTS: QUOTE
1. I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE
REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS. THE
ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME
AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT
YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAF
UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT. |

2. YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY TS ALREADY WORKING WITH
THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH GENERA

MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF iNSTRUCf

TION PERTAINING TO OPCON OF THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE AS

REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE.

3. I ENJOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIViSION YESTFRDA

T,
DATE TIME
19 0730
MONTYH YEAR
MAR 70
X;;m‘.slm:o. :(:-6.:: 2

BM4AR>IO

TYPED NAME AND T TL E PHONE

2236

.P
i

sié?whaﬁ 5
TS0 e

KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON
COMMANDING GENERAL

TYPED (or n-mp-d) NAME AND TITLE

NMme Pmrmo

KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON, CG III MAF

s
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ABCREVIATED JOINT MESSAGE FORM SECHRITY frnasicATion
4/ { g
ar.d/er CONTINUATION SHEET SECRET
PRECEDENCE REL EASED BY DRAFTED BY M Froxe
acrion  PRIORITY
INFO . B, MCCUTCHEON, CG 2236
AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY ME, |
4. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS,.
BT -
GP~4
.
CONTROL NO. TOR/TOD _ :B.GE ;Q,G%; MESSAGE IDENTI FICATION , INITIALS
2 2
PEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS ' SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
SECRET
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“ : RESERVED FOR CORMUNICA TION CEALEN
= - - SOINT MESSAGEFORM , .
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION I%'L ‘ .

TOP SECRET : N%bl
BOOK MUL TH BINGL E
TYPE MSG M %
PRECEDENCE . ( 4

AcvioN PRIORITY

INFO 1. 276 . }

FROM: CG III MAF SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

E )

T0: CG FMFPAC

_INf‘O: CG 1STMAW

TOP SECRET/SPECAT)EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR :
LTGEN BUSE INFOV MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER|.
DURING WORKING HOURS)

FORCE PLANNING (U)

1, DURING YOUR LAST VISIT TO III MAF YOU REQUESTED THAT

ot e o

1STMAW INVESTIGATE THE FEASIBILITY OF FORMING A COMPOSITE

GROUP VICE TWO GROUPS AS THE AIR COMPONENT OF THE RESIDUAL

r—orT—
e

BRIGADE. I HAVE DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT WITH THRASH AND
MY STAFF AND HAVE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS TO MAKE.

[ .
2. 1 HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT THE COMPOSITION OF AN AIR/

GROUND TEAM SHOULD BE DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH THE MISSION
UN(T S
ASSIGNED AND THAT IF THE MISSION REQUIRES MORE SSMRGANINTS

~ COMPONVEVT
OF ONE UaP® THAN THE OTHER THEN THEY SHOULD BE $& ADDED

T T —

TO THE TROOP LIST. I HAVE NEVER BELiEVED THAT AN AIR/
ALWQ_::S BE oaTE TIME
GROUND TEAM SHOULD COMPOSED OF ONE EACH 18 1445

' : . MONTH YE AR

COMPARBBLE AIR AND GROUND UNITS. ' « MAR 70 :
P AGE NO. NQ.. 0' i
3. THE OPTIMUM AIR PACKAGE FOR THE RESIDUAL BRIGADE SHOUIJ Pacus '
o TYPED NAME ANOD T'TLE PH2°5§6 R SIGNATUR
R ’ €
F
Iy KEITH B- MCCUTCHEON A T‘PED(OI atamped) NAME ANO TITLE
: COMMANDING GENERAL :
R .
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION n:GnAomc INSTRUCTIONS . :
TOP SECRET , I
- !
DD ':%g’u"173 / 7 &/z-uacn tolv%@uv 58 WHICH WILL BE USED. ePCnpse
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T

ABLREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM
ar.d/or CONTINUATION SHEET

SECURITY CL ASSIFICATION

HELICOPTER GROUP OPERATING FROM SEPARATE'BASES. THE PRO-
BLEM THAT WE FACE, HOWEVER, IS ONE OF PERSONNEL CONSTRAINTS
AND CEILINGS. HENCE, I BELIEVE THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO
INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY OF OPERATING BOTH GROUPS FROM

A SINGLE SITE, éﬁ&ééiéil DANANG AIR BASE. OPERATING BOTH
TYPES OF AIRCRAFT FROM A SINGLE BASE LIKE DANANG PRESENTS
SOME PROBLEMS. I ANTICIPATE THE AIR FORCE WOULD OBJECT

TO OUR MOVING HELICOPTERS IﬁTo DANANG, BUT THE FACT REMAINS
WE OPERATED BOTH FIXED WING AND ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT HERE
IN 1965 AND WE STILL BRING TRANSIENT HELICOPTERS IN AND

OUT AND THE VNAF HAS HELICOPTER SQUADRONS PERMANENTLY BASED
HERE. 1IN ADDITION TO THIS OBJECTION, THERE ARE OPERATIONAL
PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH A MIXED OPERATION THAT T WILL TOUCH
ON LATER., BECAUSE THE PROBLEMS DO EXIST I WOULD PROPOSE
KEEPING A FIXED WING AIR GROUP IN THE PRESENT MAG-1l SPACES
ON. THE FLIGHTLINE, AND MOVING THE ROTARY WING GROUP INTO

THE AREA CURRENTLY OCCUPIED BY H&MS-17 /?.{\'/DMARINE AIR FREIGHT.
THIS WILL SEPARATE THE TWO TYPES OF ATRCRAFT AND MINIMIZE
THE PROBLEMS, BOTH GROUPS WOULD BE SMALLER THAN THE CUR-

RENT GROUPS IN THE WING'BECAUSE EACH WOULD ONLY HAVE THE_J

TOP SECRET
PRECEDENCE RELEASED BY DRAFTED BY PNOMT
acrion PRIORITY
INKFO . B. MCCUTCHEON CG 2236
IN MY OPINION, INCLUDE BOTH A FIXED WING GROUP AND A i

-
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a1.d/or CONTINUATION SHEET

szcu!rv CLASSIFICATION

PRECEDENCE

acrion PRIORITY

INPFO

RELEASEDO BY ‘ DRAFTED B Y

TOP SECRET

Pubne

DANANG.

ONE OF TWO WAYS: .

THE JET AIRCRAFT.

EQUIVALENT OF TWO ATRCRAFT SQUADRONS.

TO FORM A SINGLE COMPOSITE GROUP.

(n)

WHICH I REFERRED TO EARLIER.

BE PRETTY CLOSE QUARTERS

THE GROUP COULD BE SPLIT
f+MS

PARTICLILARLY

COLOCATING THE |
GROUPS AT DANANG WOULD REDUCE THE PERSONNEL REQUIREMENTS
FOR BASE OPERATION AND BASE SECURITY AND SAVE SPACES OVER

THAT REQUIRED TC OPERATE FROM BOTH MARBLE MOUNTAIN AND

4. IF PERSONNEL CONSTRAINTS AND SPACE CONSTRAINTS AT
DANANG ARE OVERRIDING, THEN IT MIGHT &#3Sl. BE POSSIBLE

THIS COULD BE DONE IN

BETWEEN

THE PRESENT MAG~11 RAMP AREA AND THE Ea#8-17 AREA, OR

(B) IT COULD BE -CONFINEDl TO THE MAG-11 AREA ONLY. THE
'FIRST ALTERNATIVE WOULD SPLIT THE MAINTENANCE SUPPORT AND
CAUSE THE GROUP COMMANDER@& SPAN OF CONTROL PROBLEMS AND

THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE WOULD POSE OPERATIONAL VPROBLEMS
CH~46 AND 53 ATRCRAFT WOULD
HAVE TO FOLD THEIR BLADES ON THE TAXIWAY AND BE TOWED

INTO THE PARKING 'AREAS. EVEN S50, THE PARKING AREAS‘WOULD.
AND-‘RVESULT IN CONGESTIQN. THE
DOWNWASH FROM ROTOR B;.ADESAOF UH1E/AH1G HELIC‘IOPTERS WHEN BEING
AIR TAXIED SOULD iUNDOUBTEDLY' CAUSE FOREIGN OBJECT DAMAGE TO

SOME OF THIS DIFFICULTY COULD BE

J
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ABCREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM SECHRITY CLASmpICATION
a1.d/0r CONTINUATION SHEET TOP SECRET

PRECEDENCE RELEASED BY L:nnrrzosv . ’ F PrONGE
i

acrion PRIORITY

INFO

. B, MCCUTCHEON CG E 2236

ALLEVIATED IF SOME OF THE STRUCTURES NOW PERMANENTLY R
ERECTED IN THE MAG~1l SPACES WERE REMOVED THUS PROVIDING
MORE OPERATING SPACE FOR THE HELICOPTERS,

5. FINALLY, IF WE ARE FORCED TO ACCEPT REDUCED NUMBERS

AND THE NEED FOR A STRONG RLT IS OVERRIDING THEN IT MAY

BE NECESSAﬁY TO RETROGRADE ALL FIXED WING AIRCRAFT AND
REDUCE THE AIR COMPONENT TO HELICOPTERS ONLY. 1IN THIS CASE
WE COULD NivGRARY OPERATE:FROM EITHER MARBLE MOUNTAIN OR
DANANG.  THE PROXIMITY TO THE REGIMENT WOULD FAVOR DANANG

IN MY OPINION IF WE COULD OVERCOME AIR FORCE OBJECTIONS,

T e

6. IN SUMMARY, I FAVOR THE FOLLOWING COMPOSITION OF THE
AIR COMPONENT OF THE RESIDUAL BRIGADE WITH MY FIRST CHOICE
LISTED FIRST: (A) SEPARATE FIXED WING AND HELICOPTERSE

GROUPS OPERATING FROM SEPARATE SITES. (B) SEPARATE GROUPS A

NV & R
OPERATING FROM M@ "{C) A COMPOSITE GROUP e

OPERATING FROM @RESES®E. (D) A HELICOPTER GROUP OPERA~ Ly

TING 'BFROM A SINGLE SITE. .WARM REGARDS. .
"GP-4
RT :
;
_J K
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FROM; CG III MAF B ] : K SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

T0: CG FMFPAC
INFO: CG FIRST MAW
CONFIDENTIAL/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY - FOR
' LTGEN BUSE INFO MGEN THRASH FROM. LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER '
DURING WORKING HOURS)
. HELO CRASH AT CHU LAI
1. AS I REPORTED TO-KENNY HOUGHTON, BY TELEPHONE LATE
WEDNESDAY MCEN RAMSEY THE G, AMERICAL DIVISION WAS THE‘
“VICTIM OF A HELO CRASH' IN CHU LAI ON TUESDAY 17 MARCH.
THIS MORNING I VISITED CHU LAT IN COMPANY WITH THRASH
th AND‘SAW RAMSEY IN THE_HOSPITAL. HE SUFFEREDABADLY

FRACTURED LEFT ARM AND HAD MULTIPLE“BRUISES'ON HIS FACE

AND BODY. THE PROGNOSIS IS GOOD AND HE WILL REMAIN IN
CQUNTRY HIS AIDE SUFFERED BROKEN RIBS AND BRUISES AND
HIS PROGNOSIS IS ALSO GOOD - TWO OCCUPANTS WERE KILLED.:

T DON'T KNOW THE STATUS OF THE OTHERS ‘BUT- THEY ARE ALIVE

. BLZX1: YiIng
2. RAMSEY s HELICOPTER WAS FLYING ABOVE THE OVERCAST AND 19 1330
MoNTH  [vaam
REQUESTED A GCA. THE CGA _PICKED HIM UP AND DIRECTED A MAR 70
S E .  |rasewe., |we.oF
_STEER 0 090 AND. THE AIRCRAFT RESPONDED. SUBSEQUENTLY, 1 pases
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o K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CG | 2236

GCA ASKED THE HELO TO SQUAWK IFF. AT THIS POINT THE AIR-]
CRAFT WAS PICKED UP ON A BEARING OF ABOUT THIRTY DEGREES
. o _
JﬂzFURTHER EAST. GCA THEN ASKED FOR A STEER,180 AND THE
ATRCRAFT RESPONDED. GCA SEARCHED THE ORIGINAL AREA OF
CONTACT, FOUND NO OTHER BLIPS SO THEY RETURNED TO THE
NEW TRACK AND FOLLOWED IT. RADAR RETURN WAS LOST ONCE
AND SO WAS COMMUNICATIONS BUT IN GENERAL THE TRACK
FOLLOWED GCA DIRECTIONS. ANOTHER STEER TO 230 WAS
DIRECTED AND THE AIRCRAFT RESPONDED. SHORTLY THEREAFTER,
; HE
ccA[__|LOST HIM AND PRESUMED & HAD GONE IN THE WATER
SO SAR DPROCEDURES WERE INITIATED, NOTHING TURNED UP,
3. RAMSEY'S AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE HILLS WEST OF CHU
LAI, AND BECAUSE OF WEATHER CONDITIONS.WAS NOT LOCATED
UNTTI WEDNESDAY. IF IN FACT, HIS AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN AT
THE ORIGINAL' POINT WHERE GCA PICKED THEM UP IT IS POS-
SIBLE THAT BY FOLLOWING GCA'S DIRECTIONS HE COULD HAVE
| CRASHED SOMEWHERE, IN THE AREAWES7 © F CHU LAl
NOoT EXACTLY. WHERE HE DID-
=4, THRASH ORDERED AN INVESTIGATION AS SOON AS HE HEARD
THAT OUR GCA WAS INVOLVED. COL DUNWIDDIE THE CO OF THE
COMPUCT 7V G-
AIR CONTROL GROUP IS TEM#ees=n==® THE INVESTIGATION. HE

IS RNOWLEDGEABLE IN THIS AREA AND WILL DO A THOROUGH JOB
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2236

BT

GpP-4

THRASH HAS ALSO CUT AMERICAL DIVISION INTO THE INVESTIGA-
TION AND EVERYTﬁING IS BEING CONDUCTED OPENLY AND ABOVE
BOARD., AS SOON AS IT IS COMPLETED GAY WILL BRIEF GENERAL
RAMSEY AND THE DIVISION STAFF ON WHAT HAPPENED OR WHAT
APPEARS TO HAVE HAPPENED AS DETERMINED BY THE INVESTIGA-

TION. WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED. WARM REGARDS.
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" /70020
EPRECEDENCE
' PRIORITY

— T

FROM. (g 111 MAF

TO. CG FIRST MAW
! CG FIRST MARDIV
RERIZ ' -

INFO: CG FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND
SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN |

PADALINO FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON

S VR

OPCON

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFO:

QUOTE

A LB TR e NI B ST

|FM CG III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN MCCUTEHEON | é
OPCON
1. I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF TIT MAF
UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES:

~ A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV
CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS .

AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR~

ATNO SNIONVIN NIHLIM 3dAl
TYPE WITHIN MARGINS ONLY

i

% o SELF.

B, I HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO

e

i
i

SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS.
C.  OTHER UNITS OF III MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY '3
OPCON. I REALIZE,_HOWEVER, THAT IT‘S HIGHLY DESIRABLE

"PAGE | Ur , raves Joer— - - SR JCCASSIFICATION

! SEGRET

Y Ty
A\

A .
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'i:LAssurucxr-onb _
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. I HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG(AIR) FOR III MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS DCG(GROUND) FOR III MAF.

D. T HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-
TIONS DIRECT TO 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW. I REQUEST, HOW-
EVER, THAT I BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICATION SENF
OVER THESE CIRCUITS. I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATION
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING
bR REQUESTING NON-DIRECTIVE TYPE INFORMATION. ON ALL
[MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTIVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A
[DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES, I REQUEST THAT
YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO IIT MAF, I HAVE NO
OBJECTION, HOWEVER, TO YOUR MAKING THE WING AND THE DIVI-
STON INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE
THE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

E. I RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
IREQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM III MAF IN AREAS OUTSIDE
OF QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
IRESOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. 1IN THESE CASES I HAVE NO
OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
CUESTION. T HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS
FECONNAISSANCE\TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING
PAGE -2 OF -Z_ PAGES
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ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE
KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-
FACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS.

2. I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE
1ST MAW, 1STMARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO ATTEND
YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRECIATE THIS.
[WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE

QUOTE

FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS ICTZ DNG

'O LTG MCCUTCHEON CG III MAF DNG

'BECRET DNG 643 EYES ONLY FOR LTG MCCUTCHEON

1. I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCE MESSAGE
REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS., THE
hRRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME
AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT
YOUR_WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAF
[JNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT.

2. YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH
DUR PROVOST MARSHAL,., THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH
GENERAL MILLER AND COLONEIL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF
FNSTRUCTION PERTAINING‘TO OPCON OF THE COMBINED ACTION
FORCE AS REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE.

B. I ENJOYED My VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIVISION YESTER-

PAGE _3_OF .. L PAGES
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DAY, AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY
IME .

4. WARM REGARDS, UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS.

BT

GP-4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
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' RE BY  DATE '
{ LEO J..DULACKI G5 19MAR70

[PRECEDENCE

RELEASED BY
PRIORITY P et

FROM: (; 111 MAF

SO N e R S Ve S

TO. CG FIRST MAW
ﬁiﬁﬁk SECRET EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGENIMCCUTCHEON

ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA
1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM

COMUSMACV QUOTE

1. REFERENCE IS MADE TO MAC 3548 INTEL
2. (S) ACCORDING TO THE LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO g
THIS HEADQUARTERS THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A COUP | o
Y BE UNDERWAY IN CAMBODIA. THE PRECISE NATURE IS UN-
OWN. A
3. (S) PENDING CLARIFICATION OF THE SITUATION AND FURTHE
INSTRUCTIONS, ALL COMMANDS WILL ADHERE TO THE CURRENT PU@H
PLISHED RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. PARTICULAR CARE WILL BE
TAKEN TO AVOID BORDER INCIDENTS, BUT PLANNED OPERATIONS
IN THE VICINITY OF THE BORDER NEED NOT, REPEAT NOT, BE
CANCELLED.
4. (S) SHOULD ANY ELEMENT OF MACV BE APPROACHED BY CAM-

BODIAN REPRESENTATIVES FOR ASSISTANCE, NO COMMITMENTS WIL

ATNO SNISHVM NIHLIM AL

BE MADE BUT THE DETAILS WILL BE REFERRED TO THIS HEAD-

TYPE WITHIN MARGINS ONLY

QUARTERS BY FLASH MESSAGE.

N

5, (S) YOU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF EVENTS AS THEYUNFOLD.
UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS.

GP~-4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
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TOPSECRET /lelsg/s%c&ggmﬁgggmg@ws EYES m.wm
LIGEN BUSE FR OM LTGEN MCCUTCHEDN

' AT I Ca

PCEREN RSN JAN 70 (TS/SPECAT/HCED) '

1. REF o PROPOSED A 10,8K MAB BASED ON CNC GUIDANCE AWM

ADD 1TIONAL BASIC ASSUMPT IQNS.

2. A PLANNING CONFERENCE WAS MELD ‘AT THIS HEADQUARTERS BY

MEMBERS OF MY STAFF AN THE STAFFS OF }ST MARD IV,1ST MAW,

AMD RLC ON 17 MAR 78, DURING THIS CONFERENCE SEVERAL PR OBLEM

AREAS DEVEL OPED ¢

5. ‘THE PROPOSED 10.8K MAB INCLUDED A HQ €O FOR SUPP(RT

OF THE MAB HQ. A MAB OF LESS THAN 16,8K DOES NOT POSSESS A

W CO, CONSEQUENTLY THE ADMINISTRATIVE CAPABILITY 1S MARGINAL

AT BEST.

B, LOGISTIC SUPP(RT OF THE AVIATION ‘F.'LEME.NT REGARDLESS

OF THE SIZE OF THE MAB WILL BE SERIOUS PROBLEW WITH THE

i

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA378@ TOP SEQ?ET/L II'IDIS/SPECAT/MCEO

LOSS OF wiINe SUPPRT UNITS, -
3, THE ASSUMPTION CONTAINED IN PAR A 2.D OF REF A THAT ADMINI-
STRATIVE CONTROL BE EXERCISED BY YOIR HEADQUARTERS WAS DISCUSSED.
AN ALTER NATIVE WAS SUGGESTED WHERENY- 3D MARD IV WOULD EXER CISE
ADCON OF GROUND AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS IN A MAE OF LESS
THAN i0.8K. ADDITIONALLY, CG, FMAW WOULD RETAIN ADCON OF AlR
ELEMENTS REGARDLESS OF SIZE OF MAB SINCE THE AVIATION ELEMENT
IN NOT CAPABLE OF SUPPRTING ITSELY- LOGISTICALLY FROM WITHIN
ITS owN RESORCES,

4, IT APPEARS THAT ABOVE ARRANGEMEWT. MIGH’I ALLEVIATE PROBLEMS
CITED IN PARA 2 ABOVE TO SOM EXTEWNT. .

s, ADDITIONALLY, INFCRMATION FOR PLANNING PIRPOSES IS REQUIRED
REGARD ING THE FUTURE STATUS OF HQ, Il MAF, SPECIFICALLY,
WHETHER III MAF HQS wWILL BE RELGCAIED D ISESTABLISHED IN=-
COUNTRY, (R REDEPLOYED AW DISESTABL.ISH@ PR OPOSED TIMING FOR
WHATEVER COURSE OF ACTION IS CONTEMFLATED FOR HQS III MAF WITH
RELATION TO TIMING OF REDEPLOYMENT OFWING AN DIVISION HQS;

PR OPOSED TIMING FOR ESTABL ISHMENT OF TRANSITIONAL MAB HES WITH
RELATION TO REDEPL OYMENT OF MAF/DIVISION/WING HQS.

6, REQUEST COMMENTS/GUIDANCE. WARM REGARD S,

GP-4

BT

e —
- SPECAT ,

T0P SE
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MISCELLANEOUS INFO

WITH MY MESSAGE ON OPCON.

LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING

1. LTGEN ZAIS INFORMED ME_?ESTERDAY THAT HE WAS DELIGHTED

THAT HE HAD SENT A COPY OF MY

MORNINGS TO GEN LAM'S HQ TO DISCUSS MUTUAL PROBLEMS.

BOWMAN; BGEN LEE OF THE ROKMC WILL ALSO BE PRESENT.

MESSAGE WITH HIS REPLY TO GEN ABRAMS WITH A BRIEF NOTE
AND EXPLANATION, AND IN ESSENCE SAID THE MESSAGES WERE
SELF-EXPLANATORY AND THAT THE ISSUE HAD BEEN RESOLVED.

2. AS A MATTER OF ROUTINE I WILL ACCOMPANY ZAIS SATURDAY

MGE

FOL~

LOWING THAT DISCUSSION I WILL ATTEND GEN LAM'S WEEKLY

I CORPS BRIEFING WITH ZAIS, AND THEN BGEN MULLER'S BRIEFING

N X

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

¢.| sy TuE U.S. ARMY ADVISORS.
) DATE YIME
C| =PvTSORWTTITHE-BHCEPEION—OF AT T 21 1415
K - . {MONTH YEAR
3. SUNDAY MORNINGS I WILL ATTEND THE XXIV CORPS BRIEFING MAR 70
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K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CG ~
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2236
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BT

GP-4

THRASH AND THEIR THREES WILL ALSO BE PRESENT. v, Bl
4._,ZAIé TOLD: ME THIS [MORNING MGEN RAMSEY OF THE AMERTCAL
VDIGiSION WILL BE RELTEVED OF COMMAND BECAUSE HE WILL HAVE
fOVBE HOSPITALIZED THREE OR FOUR WEEKS. MGEN ALBERT MILLOY,
WHO CURRENTLY HAS THE FTRST DIVISION WILL ARRIVE IN I CORPS

TOMORROW TO QUIETLY TAKE COMMAND OF AMERICAL. WARM
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LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON

FORCE PLANNING (WD)

A, €6 FUFPAC 1483212 JAN 70 (TS/SPECAT/NMCEDM

1o« REF o PROPOSED A 10,8K MAB BAZED ON CMC GUIDANCE AN

85D ITIONAL BASIC ASSUMPTIONS.

2, A PLANNING CONFERENCE WAS HELD AT THIS HEADQUARTERS BY
MEMBERS OF MY STAFF aNMD THE STAFFS OF 1S7T MARD IV ,1ST Maw,
AD FLC ON 17 MAR® 70, DWRING THIS CONFERENCE SEVER AL PR OBLEMN
AREAS DEVEL OPED ¢ : :

A, THE PROPOSED 10.8K MAB INCLUDED A HE -CC FOR SUPPRIT

“"OF THE MAB HQ, A MAB OF LESS THAN {2.8K DOES NOT POSSESS A
) Cg,TCONSE@UENTLY THE ADMINISTRAIIVE CAPABILITY 15 MARGINAL
AT BEST,

B, LOGISTIC SUPPRT OF THE AVIATION ELEMENT REGARDLESS

OF THE SIZE OF THE MAB WILL BE SERIOUS PROBLEM WITH THE

[3

PAGE TwO RUMLMPA3720G TOP SEUR‘ET/L D IS/SPECAT/MCEO

L0SS OF WING SUPPRT UNITS,

3, THE ASSUMPTION CONTAINED IN PAR A 2.D OF REF A THAT ADMINI-
STRATIVE CONTROL BE EXERCISED BY YOUR HEADQUARTERS WAS DISCUSSED.
AN ALTER NATIVE WAS SUGGESTED WHEREBY. 3D MARD IV WOULDEXER CISE
ADCON OF GROUND AND SERVICE SUPPIRT ELEMENTS IN A MAE OF LESS
THAN 10.8KX, ADDITIONALLY, CG, FMAW WOULD RETAIN ADCON OF AIR
ELEMENTS REGARDLESS OF SIZE OF MAB SINCE THE AVIATION ELENENT
IN NOT CAPABLE OF SUPPRTING II‘SELF LOGI%TICALLY FROM WITHIN
ITS o N RESOWRCES,

4, IT APPEARS THAT ABOVE ARRANGEMENT. MIGHI‘ ALLEVIATE PROBLEMS
CITED IN PARA 2 ABOVE TO SOM EXTENT, o

5, ADDITIONALLY, INFORMATION FOR PLANNING PURPOSES IS REQUIRED
REGARD ING THE FUTLIRE STATUS OF HQ, 1II MAF., SPECIFICALLY,
WHETHER III MAF HQS WILL BE RELOCATED D ISESTABLISHED IN-
COUNTRY, OR REDEPLOYED AND DISESTABLISHED FR OPOSED TIMING FOR
HATEVER COURSE OF ACTION IS CONTEMPLATED FOR HQS III MAF WITH
RELATION TO TIMING OF REDEPLOYMENT OFWING AN DIVISION HQS;
FROPOSED TIMING F(R ESTABL ISHMENT OF TRANSITIONAL MAB HGS WITH
RELATION TO REDEPL OYMENT OF MAF/DIVISION/WING HQS.

6, REQUEST COMMENTS/GUIDANCE, WARM REGARDS. TOP SECRET
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o CUEXCLuse”
PTTCZYW Rum MPA3935 88015 17- coCC-~R UMMM, . | .
ZNY. cccee ,

P 2115 17Z MAR 8
: ?“M 8 111 MAF
TO RUNMEMA/ CC FiFPA C

CORNFIBENT 4 A L/ SPECAT EXCL US IVEZ MAR INE CORPS EYES OMLY FOR
LTGEN BUSE FROM LTBEN MCCUT CHEON {DEL IVER DUR ING WOR KING
MiSCELL ANEOGUS 18FD _

te LTGEM ZAIS INFORMED ME YESTERDAY THAT HE WAS DEL IGHTED
WITH MY MESSAGE oN OPCON. THAT. HE HAD SENT A COPY OF MY

ME SSAGE WITH HisS RERLY TO GEN ABRAMS w ITH A BRIEF NOTE

AND EXFLANAT ION, AND IN ESSENCE SAID THE MESSAGES WERE
SELF-EXRLANATORY AND THAT THE ISSUE HAD BEEN RESOLVED,

2e AS A MATTER OF ROUTINE 1wl ACCOMPANY ZA IS SATURDAY
MORNINGS TO GEN LAMs S HO TO D ISCUSS MUT UAL PROBLEMS, MGEN
BOWMAN, BGEN LEE oF THE ROKMC WILL AL SO BE FRESENT, FOL-
LONING THAT D FSCUSSION 1 wiLL ATTEND GEN LAM' S WEEKL Y

| CORPS BRIEFING W ITH ZA1S, AND THEN BGEN MUWLLER®S BRIEF NG
BY THE W S. ARMY ADVISORS.

S0 SUNDAY MORNINGS PWILL ATTEND THE XXV CORPS BRIEFING,

PAGE Two RUMLMPA3995 ¢ o N FIDENT | 2 L/ SPECAT EXOLUSIVE FOR/
MAR INE CORPS EYES ONL Y : v :

EITHER DWACK! OR MILLER wiLL ACCOMPANY ME. WHEELER AND
THRASH AND THE IR THREES wILL AL SO BE PRESENT,

40 ZAIS TOLD ME THIS MORNING MGEN RAMSEY OF THE AMER §CAL
DIVISION w il BE REL IEVED OF COMMAND BECAUSE HE WILL HAVE
TO BE HOSPITAL IZED THREE OR FO(R WEEKS, MGEN ALBERT M iLLoy,
WHO CWRRENTLY HAS THE FIRST DIVISION wiLL ARRIVE IN | CORPS
TOMMORROW TO QUIETL Y TAKE COMMAND OF AMER ICAL. WARM
REGARD S,
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INFORMATION
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£ T usp

DATE
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ROUTE]

SECTION

CODE INITIAL

“CG

DCG
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DATE ' SUBJECT

Cc/S
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FM CG I1! WAF
TC COMNAVFLRY
ZEM
SECRE T/EYES GHLY FOR VADM zunwALT FRCM LTGEN wccurcu&*n
REQUIREMENT FCR NAM O BRIDGE (S)
Ao YOUR MSG 1888357 MAR 70 (S)
1. THE FOLLUWING INFCRMATION CCNCERNING THE NAM O BRIDGE
1S PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TG REF A,
2, THE NAM © BRIDGE 1% A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT, THE
EXTENT TG WHICH MARINE FORCES WILL BENEFIT FROM THE BRIDGE
1S UNPREDICTABLE SINCE MUCH DEPENDS OM HOW THE CORPS

 COMMANDER WILL EMPLuY THE REMAINING MARINE FCRCES IN THE |
FUTURE, HOWEVER, THE BRIDGE WILL BE VITAL TO THE US : |
FORCES IN ICTZ AS WELL AS T9 THE ARUN FORCES SINCE QL1 |
IS THE OHLY LAND LOC LINKING THE NGRTHERN Twi PROVINCES |
VITH THE DANANG AREA, THE BRIDGE IS ALSO OF GREAT SIGNI- ‘
FICANCE FROM AN ECONOMIC STANDPCINT.
2, NCw THAT THE ARMY HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR
CORPS, THE ¥AM C BRIDGE SHOULD BE OF PRIMARY INTEREST
TO THE® AND I BELIEVE THE ARMY SHGULD INCLUBE IT IN THEIR
MILCON, HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF ITS IMPORTANCE, IF IT IS NOT
INCLUDED IN THE ARMY PRCGRAM, 1 BELIEVE IT SHOULD REMAIN
IN THE NAVY PRCGRAMs WARM REGARDS.

GP-4
ésgc NOTEt DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) , ' )
2 4
NHNN s ‘
THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCCUNTABILITY
CPSY ) OF 8 COPIES |
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DATE
21 MAR 70

L1y CAAREIAY 554 1)

CG III MAF
TO. COMNAVFORV
WERY SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON

_REQUIREMENT FOR NAM O BRIDGE (S)

A. YOUR MSG 180030Z MAR 70 (S)

Y1, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NAM O BRIDGE

e e e Y T et parems oow oD Feamer

IS PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO REF A.

2. THE NAM O BRIDGE IS A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT. THE

| &3}

EXTENT TO WHICH MARINE FORCES WILL BENEFIT FROM THE BRIDG

1S UNPREDICTABLE SINCE MUCH DEPENDS ON HOW THE CORPS !
COMMANDER WILL EMPLOY THE REMAINING MARINE FORCES IN THE
FUTURE. HOWEVER, THE BRIDGE WILL BE VITAL TO THE US
FORCES IN ICTZ AS WELL AS TO THE ARVN FORCES SINCE QL~1
IS THE ONLY LAND LOC LINKING THE NORTHERN TWO PROVINCES
WITH THE DANANG AREA. THE BRIDGE IS ALSO OF GREAT SIGNI-
FICANCE FROM AN ECONOMIC STANDPOINT.

3. NOW THAT THE ARMY HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR I

CORPS, THE NAM O BRIDGE SHOULD BE OF PRIMARY INTEREST

TO THEM AND I BELIEVE THE ARMY SHOULD INCLUDE IT IN THEIR

ATNO SNISHVIN NIHLIM 3dAL

MILCON. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF ITS IMPORTANCE, IF IT IS NOT

TYPE WITHIN MARGINS ONLY

INCLUDED IN THE ARMY PROGRAM, I BELIEVE IT SHOULD REMAIN H

IN THE NAVY PROGRAM. WARM REGARDS.
GP~4 ' K

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) i
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{ SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TOP SECRET ' -
BOOK MUL T SINGL E 25 d f 7/ 2

TYPE MSG ‘ Iu
i .
PRECEDENCE - . ///7 ,@/L 7[)
acrion PRIORITY

INFO ) 376

t.

]

==y

e R AT T LT T T R SR S ST Ry

RESERVED FOR (XIks avide YIS 7277

|
:
li
!

i
12

FrRoM: CG III MAF

to.  CG FMFPAC
TOP SECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN
MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING (U)

o

1. TFOLLOWING IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFO:

QUOTE

22093072 MAR 70

FM MG DOLVIN COFS MACV SAIGON

TO GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF TAN SON NHUT
LTG MILDREN DGC USARV LONG BINH
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON

LTG CORCORAN CG I FFV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II FFV LONG BINH

LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS DA NANG

INFG LTG MCCUTCHEON CG III MAF DA NANG
MG MCCOWN CG DMAC CAN THO

TOP SECRET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY MAC 2791 EYES ONLY

SUBJECT: FORCE PLANNING (U)

REFERENCE: MAC 1517/011052Z FEB 1970 (TS/S)

1. (TS) REFERENCE REQUESTED VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON AN OUT-
LINE STRATEGY FOR 1978 AND CONSIDERATIONS AFFECTING US
 REDEPLOYMENTS AFTER 15 APRIL.

2. (TS) AS A RESULT OF RESPONSES TO REFERENCE AND OTHER

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

DATE

TiMIZ

23 1430
MONTH YZAR
MAR 70

Afe NO. :2.62: 3

SIGNATURE

y, I

TYPED NAME AND T TLE PHONE

2236

KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON
COMMANDING GENERAL

TYPED (or otomped) NAME ANO TITLE

C/g

DR<4WM> DO

pf BmMes>mrmo

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION EGRADING INSTRUCTIONS

TOP SECRET 25 08

 DECLASSIFIED

gt A — =y




DECLASSIFIED

~. -
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ABLREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM {oecem o el umicanion }

1/ 4 "
av.d/er CONTINUATION SHEET | rup secrET h

S e o« e

) PRECEDENCE RELEASED B8Y BRAFTER BY 7 ‘
scron PRIORITY | I
INFO ‘ K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CG ,

COMMAND AND STAFF EXCHANGES DURING RECENT WEEKS, THE MACV) !
STAFF NOW LISTS THE FOLLOWING SPACE REDUCTIONS AS THOSE
WHICH COMMANDERS CONCERNED WOULD CONSIDER FEASIBLE FOR A

50,000 SPACES PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT:

COMPONENT THOUSAND SPACES
USMC (II MAF) 29,4
USN ‘ 8.0
USA (BDE, III CTZ) 5.7
USA (CMBT SVC SPT) .6
USAF ' 1.4
TOTAL 45.1

3. (TS) ALTHOUGH COMUSMACV HAS TAKEN THE POSITION THAT

FURTHER US REDEPLOYMENTS SHOULD BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING
DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE NEXT 90 DAYS, THE MACV STAFF IS CONTINUING
TO EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES SHOULD A PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT BE DIR-
ECTED EARLIER. 1IN THAT REGARD, SUFFICIENT ALTERNATIVES FOR
GENERATION OF ADDITIONAL SPACES (ABOUT 5,000) FOR A POSSIBLE
50,000 SPACE PACKAGE HAVE NOT BEEN IDENTIFIED.

4, (TS) ACCORDINGLY, FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY, THE FOL~-

LOWING REQUESTS ARE MADE USING THE FIGURES CITED 1IN PAR%D

CONTROL NO. YOR/TOD PSGE :g oF MESSAGE IOENTIFICATION 1t TIALD
- GES

2 3

PEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 1
TOP SECRET ;
oiamay X P = ‘:mmm_m-'::«_.gj—q‘ ,22) )
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K2 - P ..
P <2 =
SRS A I R

ABLREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM {m”" o Aameaien i}

-

Acvion PRIORITY

INFO

PRECEDENCE REL EASED BY L:FAFTED By o

. B. MCCUTCHEON, CC

REGED I

t
!
l_ 2236

GRAPH 2 ABOVE AS A BASE: , , ]

A. CMDR 7AF: DCG USARV (USA CMBT SVC SPT FORCES): AND
COMNAVFORV: EACH IDENTIFY SOURCE OF 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES.

B, CG I FFV: IDENTIFY 750 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM FORCES
OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL.

C. CG II FFV: IDENTIFY 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM
FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL.

D. CG XXIV CORPS: IDENTIFY 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES
FROM FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL. SPECI-
FICALLY REQUEST CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE REDUCTION IN THE
10,800 SPACES FOR THE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE PROPOSED BY CG
TIT MAF IN RESPONSE TO REF. ALSO, REQUEST COMMENT ON THE
POSSIBILITY (AS A SEPARATE ALTERNATIVE) OF REDEPLOYING THE
1,200 USMC SPACES PROPOSED BY CG III MAF FOR A LOGISTIC
ROLL-UP FORCE AND RETAINING THE PERSONNEL INVOLVED AS A
TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH.

E. ALL: PROVIDE A STATEMENT OF IMPACT INCLUDING A
RELATIVE REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITY FOR THE UNITS INVOLVED.

5, (TS) IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT THIS REQUEST IS FOR STAFF

PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY. UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS,

BT ) _J
GpP-4
CONTROL MO. TOR/TOD PAGE 22&;%; MESSAGE 1DENTIFICATION INTEALS |
3
J
PEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
TOP SECRET

DECLASSIFIED
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JOINT MESSAGEFORM

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TOP SECRET

-y

MUL T l SINGLE

|

800«
TYPE MSG

 PRECEDENCE

PRIORITY

AZTION

INFO

oYG

S

RESERVED FOR COLEL dTAT AR ! —:'l’lf-?

s ofy2z 1A 7¢

v s

CG III MAF

FROM:

T0: CG FIRST MAW

TOP SECRET/EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR MGEN
THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
FdRCE PLANNING (U)

1. FOLLOWING PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFQ:

QUOTE

2121322 MAR 70

FM ADMIN FMFPAC

TO CG IIi MAF

TOP SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM

MGEN ADAMS. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING

HOURS. //N00000//

FORCE PLANNING (U)
A, CG III MAF 190130%Z MAR70 (TS/MCEOQ)
1. (TS) REF A ADDRESSED DUAL SITING, COLLOCATION, AND

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION

SPECIAL

INSTRUCTIONS

DATE TimE
COMPONENT. ’ 2 1445
MONTYH YEAR
2. (TS) AT THE PRESENT TIME, THERE IS NO DEFINITE INFOR- MAR 70
. P agg NO, NO, OF
MATION ON THE MARINE CORPS FORCE LEVEL WHICH WILL REMAIN 1 ’Wﬁ°£a

TVPED NAME AND T TLE SIGNATURE

Do’

PMNONE

2288

LEO J. DULACKI
CHIEF OF STAFF

TYPED (or stompod) NAME AND TITLE

/s

BMARD>DO
TRAPMrmD

REGRAADIMG INSTRUCTIONS

o018 42

4 SECURITY CLASSIFICAYION

TOP SECRET
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ABBREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM PECURITY CLAsSIpICATION
and/or CONTINUATION SHEET TOPp SECRET

action PRIORITY

F— PRECEDENCE RELEASED BY DRAFTED B ¥ " [ PHONE
i t
|
]
|

INFO LEO J. DULACKI, C/S | 2283

mprmm g

IN COUNTRY FOLLOWING PHASE IV TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS, HOWEVER,
ANY SPACE REDUCTION WHICH CAN BE GAINED BY RECONFIGURATION
OF THE FORCE STRUCTURE IN THE 8.9K, 9.4K, OR 10.8K RESIDUAL
MAB'S WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN ANTICIPATION OF AN
AUSTERE FORCE LEVEL CEILING BEING IMPOSED RELATIVE TO POST.
PHASE IV IN-COUNTRY FORCES.

3. (TS) REF A ADVANCED THE DESIRABILITY, BECAUSE OF PER-
SONNEL CONSTRAINTS AND CEILING, OF INVESTIGATING THE POS~-
SIBILITY OF SINGLE SITING BOTH GROUPS OF THE RESIDUAL MAB
AIR COMPONENT AT DANANG BECAUSE OF THE REDUCED PERSONNEL
REQUTREMENTS THAT WOULD ENSUE. IT IS CONSIDERED PRUDENT
AND TIMELY, ESPECIALLY SINCE PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT EXECU-
TION MAY BE COMPRESSED, THAT THIS POSSIBILITY BE EXPLCRED
AND THAT THE COGNIZANT AIR FORCE AUTHORITIES BE CONTACTED
AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF ACCOMMODATING THE ASSETS OF THE
RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION COMPONENT AT DANANG.

4. (TS) ADDITIONALLY, IF YOU CONSIDER THAT SPACE RE-
DUCTION CAN BE ACHIEVED IN OTHER COMPONENTS OF THE 8§.9K,
9.4K, AND 10,8K RESIDUAL MAB'S, INFORMATION IN THIS RE~
GARD WOULD BE APPRECIATED. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE. WARM
REGARDS . ‘ |

BT . : S ' —
GP-4

CONTROL NO. TOR/TOD PAGE
[«]

z

Tz
mo
“un

o
S

MESSAGE !{CENTIFICATION INITIALS

REGRADING INSTRUCTIONS } : SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TOP SECRET
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JOINT MESSAGEFORM

RESERVED FOR X D3URI CA TS

ey

o

SINGL E

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TOP SECRET

BOOK MUL T

TYPE MSG

M‘/
2 W

AYL73

PRECEDENCE

acrion PRIORITY

INFO

/

3TG

NECN L -

-

FROM: CG III MAF

TO: CG FMFPAC

TOP SECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR

LTGEN BUSE (DELIVER DURING WORKING

HOURS)

FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON

1. WHEN I LEFT HQS GEN CHAPMAN DISCUSSED WITH ME THE SUBJ

OF THE FINAL BDE IN RVN AND MADE THE OBSERVATION THAT IT

WOULD HAVE TO BE A SHOWCASE OUTFIT SINCE IVERYBODY WOULD RBE

WATCHING IT CLOSELY. HE INDICATED THAT IT MIGHT EVEN BE

DESIRABLE TO HAVE A BOARD AT HQS TO SELECT PERSONNEL TO BE
TIME T OFFERED THE SUGGESTION THAT

ASSIGNED TO IT. AT THE

PERHAPS THE PEOPLE WERE ALREADY HERE IN WESTPAC OR ON

ORDERS TO GO.

2. ALTHQUGH 1 HAVE BEEN HERE ONLY TWO WEEKS, I STRONGLY
RECOMMEND THAT NO BOARD BE CONVENED AT HQS TO SELECT PER-

SONNEL FOR THE FINAL BDE. EXCEPT FOR PERSONNEL FILLING

JFORCE PLANNING (U) .
A, CG FAC +7& 3/ccB8/6¢5 JT€€, Q00270 or 22 T94% 72 (71;)

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

BILLETS ON TEE BDE STAFF I RECOMMEND THAT PERSONNEL TRANS-

CaTE

Time

22 2100
. FERS BETWEEN UNITS BE HELD TO THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM. THE MO N T YEAN
: ' ' MAR 70
HAS ALREADY BEEN QUITE A BIT OF MIXMASTERING IN MAF UNITS [rice wo. | wo ovS,
. 1 RAGED
TYPED NAME AND T/ TLE . PHONE R | SIGRATURE ' R
g 2236 E f" ;1, /‘ - v L )
‘A ; PN af'”l ) : ’ N - e
7 NI - -
+| KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON é‘ TNPED (or etemped) NAME AND TITLE
£ | COMMANDING GENERAL p
R
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION REGRADING INSTRUCTICNS
TOP SECRET 2135 C) ‘4_2L ]
@D ':l?:avuui73 REPLACES EDITION OF | Mav 5% WHICH WILL BE USEO PPC-Japan
4 . J/f

DECLASSIFIED
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ABUREVIATED JOLMRMESSAGEFORM ) SEC.
ar.d/0r CONTIGION SHEET ‘
UP SECRET

scrion  PRIORITY |

INFO

- e alin
PRECEDEMNCE RELFASED BY . {:uArrann ;

E. MCCUTCEECH, CG

DURING PREVIOUS WITHDRAWAI PHASES, AND IT HAS HAD SOME i
ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE UNITS, PARTICULARLY ON AVIATION.
THIS IMPACT HAS BEEN GREATEST WHEN THE MIXMASTER OCCURRED
OVER A SHORT TIME FRAME AND SIMULTANEOUS WITH REDEPLOY~
MENT. IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVERT SUCH A SITUATION DURING PHASE
IV WE' ARE DESIGNATING SPECIFIC UNITS AT THIS TIME THAT
WOULD REMAIN AND WILL COMMENCE TO MOVE MINIMUM KEY PER-
SONNEL AT AN ORDERLY PACE INTO THESE .UNITS. GRANTED, WE
DO NOT KNOW THE SIZE OF THE FIWAL BDE BUT WE ARE IDENTI~
FYING UNITS ON THE BASIS OF THE LARGEST POSSIBLE ONE AS
THAT WOULD REPRESENT THE MAXIMUM PROBLEM.

3, I REALIZE THAT IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO LET PER-
SONNEL GO HOME WHO HAVE BEEN OUT HERE ELEVEN, TEN, NINE

OR EVEN EIGHT MONTHS, AND TO MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF THOSE
WHO HAVE ONLY BEEN HERE ONE, TWO, THREE OR FOUR MONTHS,

I RECOMMEND THIS BE LOOKEﬁ AT VERY CAREFULLY AS THERE

IS BOUND TO BE A TWOFOLD ADVERSE IMPACT ON WESTPAC UNITS.
FIRST, THERE WOULD BE A MIXMASTERING AT A TIME WHEN TEAM
WORK, COBESIVENESS, AND COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS ARE OF VITAL
TMPORTANCE, AND SECONDLY, THERE WOULD BE A PERSONNEL ROTA-~

TION PROBLEM DOWNSTREAM, THE EXACT TIME DEPENDING ON HOW

-

R o e
Peod

N Y o
ToroTh O3S HACLel e

l
62236

rom w o omox M
T

J

CONTROL NO. TOR/TOD PSGE gg MESSAGE |DENTIFICATIONR
NO, .

IRITIALD |

PEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS SECURITY CLASSIFICATIOH
TOP SECRET

pOomM
D t MOV 89 = AEPLACKEDS ZDITION OF ' MAY 88 WHICH WILL GG UBEOD.
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ABLREVIATED JOUsm MESSAGEFORM j L ;
and/er CONTY 108 SHEET ; . '
o e SECRME

—t N L. -
PRECEDENCE RELEASED QY DPA VLD RV ) [

scrion PRIORITY 1T i
INFO L. B, MCCUTCHEON, CG

F O T X TR )

MANY MONTHS WERE CUT OFF THE OVERSEAS TOURS OF PERSONNEL |
PRESENTLY DEPLOYED HERE IN VN. !
4. T KNOW THAT IT IS ALSO THE COMMANDANT'S DESIRE TO GET
AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE SOME DUTY IN VN.. FOR THIS ;
REASON IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO ROTATE PERSONNEL FROM
JAPAN AND OKINAWA INTO RVN AND VICE VERSA. THIS ACTION ﬁ
WOULD CRFATE ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS FOR THE REMAINING BDE
WITH THE RESULT OF DECREASED EFFICIENCY AND IT WOULD BE
PARTICULARLY TRUE IF IT WAS IMPLEMENTED ON A MIXMASTERED i
BDE. RATHER THAN RESORTING TO INDIVIDUAL ROTATION I WOULD
RECOMMEND CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO ROTATING UNITS OF
COMPANY, BATTERY OR SQUADRON SIZE. AS I HAVE INDICATED
PREVIOUSLY IN A MESSAGE ON THIS SAME SUBJ ASSIGNING ADCON
OF GROUND AND AIR UNITS OF THE BDE TO THE WESTPAC DIVI-
SION ANb WING WOULD FURTHER FACILITATE THE DESIRED TEAM
WORK AND COHESIVENESS.
(5. T WOULD NOW LIKE TO COMMENT ON THE QUESTION OF GENERAL
OFFICER ASSIGNMENTS:

A. CONLEY IS DUE TO ARRIVE IN APRIL, SPANJER WILL
LEAVE, I THINK IT WOULD RE PRUDENT TO HAVE CONLEY REMAIN

IN VN AFTER THE WING FLAG DEPARTS TO INSURE THAT ALL ¥

CONTROL NO. TOR/TOD PAGE NO.
A PA

oFf MESSAGE |DENTIFICATION )
nA or THITIALS

TOP SECRET

FPEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS : SECURITY CLASSIFICATION J

PORM
D ! pOVw 0D b REPLACES BDITION OF ' MAY 50 WHICH wilLlL BT USED FFC-2epan
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ABLREVIATED ,som‘mssmwom T A A

.l

acrion PRIORITY -
INFO K. B, MICUTCHLON, (7

ar.d/er CONTINUATION SHEEY : TOP SLECE.LT
|
i

NECESSARY ROLL UP ACTIONS ARE COMPLETED. THRASH OR HIS |
RELIEF COULD DEPART AT A TIME, YET TO BE DESIGNATED, FOR
JAPAN AND ESTABLISH THE WIﬁG CP THERE. AT THIS TIME FIRST
WING REAR, AS NOW CCNSTITUTED, WOULD DISAPPEAR ALTHOUGH FROM
ZE(PRACTICAL POINT OF VIEW A REAR WOULD REMAIN IN VN WITH THE
AWC. IF THE WING CP MOVES TO JAPAN PRIOR TO JOHNSON’S RTD,
JOHNSON éOULD REMAIN AS AN AWC, AND ASSIST THE WING COM~
MANDER IN JAPAN AND OKINAWA., IF THE WING CP MOVES AFTER
JOHNSON'S RTD, THEN EITHER JOHNSON SHOULD BE EXTENDED OR
A RELTEF WOULD BE REQUIRED. UPON COMPLETION OF THE WING
REDEPLOYMENT IT MAYBE DESIRABLE ON A PERMANENT BASIS TO
HAVE TWO AWCS ANYHOW ~ ONE IN JAPAN AND ONE IN OKINAWA.
IF NOT, THEN PERHAPS CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TQ
POSTING THE AWC IN THE GEOGRAPHICVLOCALE'WHERE THE WING
COMMANDER IS NOf.

B. WHEELER OR HIS RELIEF AND DOEHLER SHOULD BOTH
RETURN TO CONUS WITH THE DIVISION. .THEYbNEED NOT GO TO-
GETHER, AND THE EXACT TIMING OF EACﬁ.CAN BE WORKED OUT
LATER., BUT,'AS IN THE CASE OF THE WING, I BELIEVE THAT
DOEHLER SHOULD BE THE LASTATO GO. I BELIEVE THAT DOEHLER

SHOULD REMAIN IN COUNTRY LONGER AND INSURE THAT THE

N
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C., PADALINO SHOULD S REMATN FOR“HIS FULL TOUR AND TAKE
CHARGE OF THE FLC ROLL UP UNIT. HOPEFULLY HIS RTD WILL
COINCIDE WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE ROLL UP.

D. DULACKI TS DUE TO ROTATE IN:JUNE,. IF A RELIEF
COULD COME SOONER AS BDE COMMANDER DESIGNEE, HE COULD BEGIN
ORGANIZING HIS STAFF AND MAKE PREPARATIONS TO TAKE OVER IN
A SMOOTH AND EFFICIENT MANNER WITH NO LOSS OF TEMPO OR LET-
'DOWN IN COMBAT READINESS. I WOULD RECOMMEND THAT DULACKI'S
'RELIEF BE SENIOR TO PADALINO SO THAT WHETHER THE LOGISTIC
ROLL UP FORCE IS PART OF THE BDE OR NOT THE BDE COMMANDER
WOULD BE THE SENIOR MARINE IN I CORPS. IF THIS COURSE WERE
ADOPTED TOM MILLER WOULD MOVE UP TO BE MY CHTEF OF STAFF
UPON DETACHMENT OF DULACKI.

E. IF A RELIEF IS NOT TO BE SENT OUT FOR DULACKI THEN
WE COULD ASSIGN TOM MILLER AS PROSPECTIVE BDE COMMANDER, AND
LET HIM START ORGANIZING THE STAFF, ETC. HIS G-3 SLOT WOULD
BE TAKEN BY HIS DEPUTY, COLONEL WILKERSON. MILLER, OF COURSE,
IS JUNIOR TO PADALINO SO IF THIS COURSE WERE FOLLOWED, I
RECOMMEND THAT THE BDE AND THE FLC ROLL UP FORCES BE CON-

SIDERED AS TWO SEPARATE ENTITIEQ WITH MILLER AS THE TACT——FAL

COMMANDER REPORTING TO XXIV CORPS. WARM REGARDS.
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TOP SECRE T/EXCLUSKUE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCuT CHEOW (DEL IVER DUR ING WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING CU)

lo FOLLOWING PROVIDED FOR YOU INFOS

QUOTE =

212132z MAR 76

FM ADMIN FMFPAC

TO CG TII MAF

TOPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHE@N FROM
MGENW ADANS, MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING
HOURS, /7% BBBed//

FORCE PLANNING CU)

Ao CG III MAF 190G13GZ MAR 70 (TS/MCEQ)

lo ¢(TS) REF A ADDRESSED DuAL SITING, COLLOCATION, AND

(RGAN IZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF IHE RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION
COMP ON ENT o

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA4352 T 0 P S E C R E T/EXCLUSIVE/MCED

2, (TSY AT THE PRESENT TIME, THERE IS NO DEFINITE INFORo
MATION ON THE MARINE CORPS FORCE LEVEL WHICH WILL REMAIN

IN COUNTRY FOLLOWING PHASE IV TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS, HOWEVER,
ANY SPACE REDUCTION WHICH ‘CAN BE GAINED BY RECONF IGURAT ION
F THE FORCE STRUCTURE IN THE 8.9, 9.4K, OR 10,8 RESIDUAL
MAB°S WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN ANTIGIPATION 0oF AN
AUSTERE FORCE LEVEL CEILING BEING IMPOSED RELATIVE TO POST .
PHASE 1V I¥-COUNTRY FORCES.

3 (TS) REF & ADVANCED THE DESIRABIL ITY, BECAUSE OF PER-
SONNEL CONSTRAINTS AND CEILING, OF IMVESTIGATING THE POS-
SIBIL ITY OF SINGLE SITING BOTH GROUPS OF THE RESIDUAL MaAB
AIR COMPCWE®T AT DANANG BECAUSE OF THE REDUCED PERSONNEL
REQUIREMENTS THAT WOULD ENSYE, IT IS CONSIDERED PRUDENT -

D TIMELY, ESPECIALLY SINCE PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT EXECUQH
TION MAY BE COMPRESSED, THAT THIS POSSIBILITY BE EXPLORED -
AND THAT THE COGNIZANT AIR FORCE AUTHORITIES BE CONTACTED
A8 TO THE FEASIBILITY OF ACCOMODAT ING THE ASSETS OF THE
RESIDYAL MAB AVIATION COMPONENT AT DANANG.

4, ¢TS) ADDITIONALLY, IF YOU CONSIDER THAT SPACE RE-
DUCTION CGaw BE ACHIEVED IN OTHER @@NP@NENES OF THE 809K9
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S.4K, AND 10,8 RESIDUAL MAB°S, INFORMATION IN THIS RE-
GARD WOULD BE APPRECIATED. WARN REGARDS UNQUOTE., WARM
REGARDS, ‘
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BT

TOP SECRE T/SPECAT/EKCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN
MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

FORCE PLANNING CUD ‘

lo FOLLOWING IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR ZNFOS

QUOTE

2209307 WAR 70

F1 Cg DOLVIN COFS MACY SAYGON

TO GEN BROWN CMDR 74F TAN SON NHUT

LTG MILDREN DGC USARV-LONG BINH

VADM ZUMWALT CCMNAYFORYV SAYGON

LTG CORCORAN CG I FFV NHA TRANG

LT6 EWELL CG II FFV LONG BINH

LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS DA NANG

INFO LTG MCCUTCHEION CG XXX MAF DA NANG - -

MG MCCOWN CG DMAC CAN THO

TOP SECRET ~SENSITIVE EYES ONLY MAC 279) EVYES GNLY

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA4358 T 0 P S E C R E T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE
SUBJECTs FOGRCE PLANNING CU)

REFERENCE: MAC 1517/011852Z FEB 1970 @TS/S)

lo (TS) REFERENCE REQUESTED VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON Al OUT-
LINE STRATEGY FOR 1970 AND CONSIDERAYIONS AFFECTING US
REDEPLOYMENTS AFTER 15 APRIL.

2, (TS) AS A RESULT OF RESPONSES TO REFERENCE AND OTHER
COMMAND AND STAFF EXHANGES DURING RECENT WEEKS, THE MACV
STAFF WOW LISTS THE FOLLOWING SPACE REDUCTI@NS AS THOSE
¥HICH COMMANDERS CCNCERNED WOULD COMSIDER FEASIBLE FOR A
58,066 SPACES PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENTSs

C@MPGNENT THOUSAND SPACES-
USMC CIX MAF) 29,4

usy - 8.8

ysa (BDE, 1XI CTZ) 5.7

UsSa ¢(cMBT SVYC SPT) o6
Usar 1.4

TOT AL 45,1

S0 (T§) ALTHOUGH @@MUSM@CV HAS TAKEW THE POSIT ION THAT
FURTHER ‘US REDEPLOYMENTS SHOULD BE HELD IN ABEYANCE: PENDING
DEVEL CPHENTS OVER THE WEXT 90 DAYS, THE MACV STAFF IS CONTINUING

o CEXCLUSIVE" specaT
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PAGE THREE RUMLMPA435) T OP S E CR E T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE
70 EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES SHOWLD A PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT BE DIR-
ECTED EARLIER, IN THAT REGARD, SUFFICIENT ALTERNAT IVES FOR
GENERATION OF ADDITIONAL SP&CES (ABOUT 5,800) FOR A POSSIBLE
56,860 SPACE PACKAGE HAVE NOT BEEW EDENTIFIEDO
4, (TS) ACCORDINGLY, FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY, THE FOL=
LOWING REQUESTS ARE MADE USING THE FIGURES CITED IN PARA-
GRAPH 2 ABOVE AS A BASEs -
A, CMDR 7aFs DCG USARV (USA-CMBT SVC SPT FORCES)s AND
COMNAVFORY ¢ EACH IDENTIFY SOURCE:OF 1,260 ADDITIONAL SPACES,
B, CG I FFVs IDENMTIFY 750 ADDIT IONAL SPACES FROM FORGES
WER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERAY IONAL CONTROL. -

C, CG 11 FFVs IDEBTIFY 1,080 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM
FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL.

D, CG XXIV CORPSg IDENTIFY 1,800 ADDITIONAL SPACES
FROM FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE @PERATIONAL CONTROL . SPECI-
FICALLY REQUEST CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE REDUCT ION IN THE
16, 868 SPACES FOR THE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE PROPOSED BY GG
IIE MAF IN RESPONSE 70O REF. ALSO, REQUEST COMMENT ON THE .
POSSIBILITY (AS A SEPARATE ALTERNATIVE) OF REDEPLOYING THE
1o 268 USMC SPACE PROPOSED BY €G I1I ®MAF FOR A LOGISTIC

////////////

S

/77707097999004440%44/

Y/

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA435) T O P S E C R E T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE
ROLL=UP FORCE AND RETAINING THE PERSONWEL INVOLVED AS A
TEMP ORARY OVERSTRENGHT

E. ALL% PROVIDE A STATEMENT OF IWPACT INCLUDING A
RELATIVE REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITY FOR THE UNITS INVOLVED,
S5, (TS) IT 1S EMPHASIZED THAT THIS REQUEST 1S FOR STAFF
i%ﬁ%ﬁﬂme PURPOSES OHLYo UNQUOTE, WARM REGARDS.
BT
4351

AR B

"MCEQ® ‘ SPECAT

111 MAF 2100/ CcoPY_2 OF’B ‘COPIES TOPR g@%
SIS S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

DECLASSIFIED

p O

AN RN NN NN RN NN NN SRR NN NN NN NN N NNN

N
O




DECLASSIFIED

=

o ® Py ® 9400 ©
I MARINE ANPHIBIOUS FORCE |
ToP SECRET

OPERATION CODE . FROM . A T
- ORIGINATOR PR T
- ACTION/COGMITANCE : G e ool

- COMMENT/ RECOMMEMDATION  ICRIRC WO CORTROL BRI -
= INFORMATION 40 D

- SIGHATHRE i
e .

; ‘ LOFY 0. .2
oAt iTiaL mﬁ- I LT LY,
[ out FURES T b Ry :
bcG [

c/S v A S

w-ﬁ’n

ROUTE SECTION cobt

DCS PLANS A ' DI3°0STION:
gg;CICéRTDZG - (3 Retain for ——— months,
S/S

(0 Destroy after routing,

[ Section Siinatm

RIYAR?S: This document may not be

retained over night except as noted |
ADJ in Foroe Order P5511.4_ .
AWARDS y

CAP The Roo:d of Disalosure -t. »
. signed a1 perscne lu!:ti.u m.
CHAP Dooument,

PMO . . ‘ (ij ¢/ ./zfﬁcc .P/a e lsg /:Jl/ex__ .'

SIA
SPL_SERV
SUPPLY
SfC_ = ‘ S ¥
TCC _

Uk REvERSE FOR AOBITIONAL SHACE) me———
TOP SECRET
G0

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

- \@;\\

\\\\\\\\\\;\\\ \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

N

/

ﬁTC?E;ESEQZEQEﬂ: ‘l’ ‘ "'; ("’
e 2,
"MCEO

’///cahRECTED coryY///

sROFIEE . e - TOD: 24/B6@iZ VAR T8’

P 2589427 MAR 70

\ | -
FM CG LI MAF v Y
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC &gsgg%igz
BT

TOP SECRET /SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY -

FOR LTGEN BUSE FROW LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

FORCE PLANNING (U

A. CG FLC LIR 3/CCB/GLS SER. ﬂﬁlZ?@ OF 22 JAN 78 (IS)
1. WHEN I LEFT HQS GEN CHAPMAN DISCUSSED WITH ME THE SUBJ
OF THE FINAL BDE IN RUN AND MADE THE OBSERVATION THAT IT

WOULD HAVE TO0 BE A SHOWCASE OUTFIT SINCE EVERYBODY WOULD BE

WATCHING IT CLOSELY, HE INDICATED THAT IT MIGHT EVEW BE

DESIRABLE TO HAVE A BOARD AT HQS TO SELECT PERSONNEL TO BE

ASSIGNED TO IT. AT THE TIME I OFFERED THE SUSGESTION THAT

PERHAPS THE PEOPLE WERE ALREADY HERE IN WESTPAC OR ON ORDERS TO GO.
2, ALTHOUGH 1 HAVE BEEN HERE ONLY TWO WEEKS, I STRONGLY"™

RECOMMEND THAT NO BOARD BE CONVENED AT HQS TO SELECT PER~
SONNEL FOR THE FINAL BDE, EXCEPT FOR PERSONMEL FILLING

BILLETS ON THE BDE STAFF 1 RECOMMEND THAT PERSONNEL TRANS-

FERS . BETWEEN UNITS BE HELD TO THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM. THERE

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA4361 T O P S E CR E T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MCED

‘HAS ALREADY BEEN QUITE A BIT OF MIXMASTERING IN MAF UNITS
DURING PREVIOUS WITHDRAWAL PHASES, AND IT HAS HAD SOME
ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE UNIIS, PARTKCULARLY ON AVIATION.
THIS IMPACT HAS BEEN GREATEST WHEN THE MIXMASTER GCCURRED
OVER A& SHORT TIME FRAME AND SIMULTANEOYS WITH REDEPLOY-

MENT. IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVERT SUCH A SITUATION DURING PHASE

IV WE ARE DESIGNATING SPECIFIC UNITS AT THIS TIME THAT
WOULD REMALIN AND WILL COMMENCE TO MOVE MINIMUM KEY PER-
SONNEL AT AN ORDERLY PACE INTO. THESE UNITS. GRANTED, WE
DO NOT KNOW THE SIZE OF THE FINAL BDE BUT WE ARE IDENTI=
FYING UNITS ON THE BASIS OF THE LARGEST POSSIBLE ONE AS
THAT WOULD REPRESENT THE MAXIMUN PROBLEM.

3. I REALIZE THAT 1T WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO LET PER-
SONNEL GO HOME WHO HAVE BEEN .OUT HERE ELEVEN, TEWN, NINE
OR EVEN EIGHT MONTHS, AND TO MAKE. MAXIMUM USE OF THOSE

W HO HAVE ONLY BEEN HERE ONE, TWO, THREE OR FOUR MONTHS.
I RECOMMEND TH IS BE LOOKED AT VERY 'CAREFULLY AS THERE

IS BOGUND TO BE A TWOFOLD ADVERSE INMPACT ON WESTPAC UNITS.
FIRST, THERE WOULD BE A MIXMASTERING AT A TIME WHEN TEAM
WORK, COHESIVENESSE AND COMBAT EFFECTIUENESS ARE OF VITAL

PG 1-3
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PAGE THREE RUMLMPA4361 T O P S E C R E T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/NMCED
IMPORTANCE,, AND SECOMDLY, THERE WOULD BE A PERSONNEL ROTA-

TION PROBLEM DOWNSTREAM, THE EXACT IIME DEPENDING ON HOW

MANY MONTHS WERE CUYT OFF THE OVERSEA TOURS OF PERSONNEL
PRESENTLY DEPLOYED HERE IN VN.

4, 1 KNOW THAT IT IS ALSO THE COMWANDANI S DESIRE T0 GET

AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE SOME DUTY IM¥ VN, FOR THIS

REASON IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO ROTATE PERSONNEL FROM
JAPAN AND OKINAWA INTO RVN AND VICE VERSA. THIS ACTION
WOUL D CREATE ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS FOR THE REMAINING BDE
WITH THE RESULT OF DECREASED EFFICIENCY AND IT WOULD BE
PARTICULARLY TRUE IF IT WAS IMPLEMENTED ON A MIXMASTERED.
BDE, RATHER THAN RESORTING TO INDIVIDUAL ROTATION I WOULD
RECOMMEND CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO ROTATING UNITS OF
COMPANY, BATTERY OR SQUADRON SIZE. AS. 1 HAVE INDICATED
PREVIOUSLY IN A MESSAGE ON THIS SAWE SUBJ ASSIGNING ADCON
OF GROUND AND AIR UNITS OF THE BDE TO THE WESIPAC DIVI-
SION AND WING WOULD FURTHER FACILITATE THE DESIRED TEAM
WORK -AND COHESIVENESS.

5 I WOULD NOW LIXE TO COMMENI ON THE QUESTIOH OF GENERAL
OFF1CER - ASS IGNMENTS s .

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA436) T O P 5 ECR.E T/SPEC@T/EXCLUSIVE/MCEO

. Ao, COMLEY IS DUE TO ARRIVE IN. APRIL; SPANJER WILL

LEAVE, I TH INK IT WOULD ‘BE PRUDENT TO HAVE CONLEY REMAIN -

IN VN AFTER THE WING FLAG DEPARTS TO INSIRE THAT ALL
NECESSARY ROLL UP ACTIONS ARE COMPLETED. THRASK OR HIS
RELXIEF COULD DEPART AT & TIME, YET T0 BE DESIGNATED, FOR
JAPAN AND ESTABLISH THE WING CP THERE. AT THIS TIME FERST
WING REAR, AS NOW CONSTITUTED, WOULD DISAPPEAR ALTHOUSH FROM
A PRAC?ICAL POINT OF VIEW A REAR WOULD REWMALN IN VM WITH THE
AY €, IF TKE WIiNg CP MOVES TO JAPAY PRIOR TO JOHVSOK'S RTD,
JOMNSON COWLD REMAIN AS A AWC, AND ASSIST THE WING COM-
MANDER IN JAPAY AMD OKIMABA. JIF THE WING CP MOVES AFTER

J OHNSON °S RTD, THEN EXLTHER JOHNSON SHOULD BE EXTEMDED OR

A RELIEF WOULD BE REQUIRED. UPON COMPLELION OF THE WING
REDEPLOYMENT IT MAYBE DESIRABLE ON & PERMANENT BASIS TO

HAYE TWO.AWCS ANYHOYW - ONE IN JAPAN AND ON IN OKINAWA.

IF WOT; THEM PERHAPS CONSIDERAT ION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO
POSTING THE AWC IN THE GEOGRAPKIC L@CQLE WERE THE WING

COMMA MDER XS NOT. .

 Bo WHEELER OR HIS RELIEF AND DOEILER SHOULD BOTH .
RETURN TO COMUS WITH fME DﬁVISIQNo THEY NEED NOT GO T0-
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PAGE FIVE RUMLMPA436)} T O P S E CRE T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MCED
GETHER, AND THE EXACT TIMING -OF EACH CAN BE WORKED OUT

LATER, BUT, AS IN THE CASE OF THE WING, I BELIEVE THAT

DOEHLER SHOULD BE THE LAST TO GO, .1 BELIEVE THAT DOEHLER
SHOULD REMAIN IN COUNTRY LONGER AND INSURE THAT THE

DIVISION ROLL UP ACTIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED.

C. PADALINO SHOULD REMAIN FOR HIS FULL TOIR AND TAKE
CHARGE OF THE FLC ROLL UP URIT, HOPEFULLY HIS RTD WILL
COINCIDE WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE ROLL UP,

- D, DULACKI IS DUE TO ROTATE IN JUNE. IF A RELIEF
COULD COME SOONER AS BDE COMMANDER. DESIGNEE, HE COULD BEGIN
ORGANIZING HIS STAFF AND MAKE PREPARATIONS TO TAKE OVER 1IN
A SMOOTH AND EFFICIENT MANNER.-WITH NO LOSS OF TEMPO OR LET-
DOWN IN COMBAT READINESS. I WOULD RE COMMEND THAT DULACKI'S
RELIEF BE SENIOR TO PADALINO SO THAT WHETHER THE LOGISTIC
ROLL UP FORCE IS PART OF THE BDE OR NOT THE BDE COMMANDER
WOULD BE THE SENIOR WMARINE 1IN 1 CORPS. -IF THIS COURSE WERE
ADCPTED TOM MILLER WOULD MOVE UP TO BE MY CHIEF OF STAFF
UPON DETACHMENT OF DULACKI,

. Eo IF A RELIEF 1S NOT TO BE SENT OUT FOR DULACKI THEN :
W E COULD ASSIGN TOM MILLER AS PROSPECTIVE BDE CDMMANDERO AND

\SE‘ A

PAGE SIX RUMLMPAASG& TOP S ECR E T/SPECAI/EXCLUSIVE/NCEO
LET HiM START ORGANIZING THE STAFF, ETC. HIS 6-3 SLOT WOULD
" BE TAKEN BY HiS DEPUTY, COLONEL WILKERSON, MILLER, OF COURSE,
IS JUNIOR TO PADALEINO SO IF THIS COURSE WERE FOLLOW&DQ i
RECOMMEND THAT THE BDE AND THE FLC ROLL. UP FORCES BE CON-
SIDERED AS TWO SEPARATE ENTITIES WITH WILLER AS THE TACTICAL
COMMANDER REPORTING TO XXIV CORPS. WARM REGARDS.
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QUOTE S -
1. THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION oF THE SUBJECT CRASH
HAS BEEN CGAPLETED. THE RvPaﬁT 1S CURRESTLY BEING WRITTEM,
IT 15 ESTINATED THAT THE FINAL REPORT WILL BE COMPLETED
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2, A COMPLEYE BRIEFING BY COLONEL u“NWEDDlEG SEN JOR MEMBER
F THE BOARD, WAS ASSURED ME OF THE FOLLOWING FaCTSt

Ao THAT THE RADAR AND IFF EQUIPWENT UTILIZED TO CON=
TROL M8 JGEN KAMSEY®S AIRCRAFT WERE IN. GOGD WORKING ORDER
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T P
Do THAT THE CRASH WAS NOT THE, ﬁESULT OF NEGL IGENCE
BY aNY MENBER.OF THE NAVAL SERVICE, .
3, THE FINAL-WRITTEN REPORT WiiL 8E COMPLETED uPOW RECEIPT
0" CERTAIN REQUIRED INFORMATION FRGM "THE ARMY ACCIDENT
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4, ALL INFORMATION OBRTAINED RY FMAW INVEST IGAT IVE BOARD
'Hﬁs BEEN MADE AVAILARLE TO THE ARWMY -INVEST IGAT IVE TEAM.
5 THE FINAL WRITTEN REPORT WiLL BE'FORWARDED TO €G IIX
'MAF AND A COPY SENT TO CG AW‘FRIGN, DIVISIONc
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B. CG III MAF 070857z FEB 70 (TS/EYES ONLY) PASEP

%-l. REF A REQUESTS‘THAT CG XXIV CORPS IDENTIFY 1000 ADDITIONAL

- SPACES FROM FORCES UNDER HIS OPCON FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT.

STATEMENT OF IMPACT AND RELATTIVE REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITY ARE ﬂ
| DESIRED WITH SPECIFIC COMMENT ON POSSIBILITY OF REDUCING 14

-1 10.8K MAB AND/OR REDEPLOYING 1200 LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCES
| SPACES PROPOSED BY REF B, BUT RETATNING PERSONNEL IN-COUNTRY

| AS TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH.®

l2. INTEND RESPOND TO ABOVE REQUEST AS FOLLOWS:

RED BORDER FOR CLASSIFIED/EFTO MESSAGES ONLY'

FOR COMMUNICATION CENTER USE ONLY - .
(PLEASE DOUBLE SPACE-MAXIMUM 65 CHARACTERS PER LINE)

A. THE 10.8K MAB PROPOSED BY REF B IS THE SMALLEST FORCE -
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Wﬂ é CONSIDERED VIABLE IN THE ANTICIPATED POST PHASE IV ENVIRONMENT é

93

| TN TCT7 AND RETAINING THE ADVANTAGES AND CAPABILITIES ENUMER- |

SRR

ATED IN PARAGRAPH 5 OF REF B. : D

B. AS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED IN PARA 6 OF REF B, THE LOGISTIC

ROLL UP FORCE IS A TEMPORARY ADD ON TO POST PHASE IV MARINE

CORPS FORCES IN RVN AND IS REQUIRED TO INSURE ORDERLY RETRO-

402

GRADE OF MARINE CORPS SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WHICH WILL REMAIN

AFTER PHASE IV.IS COMPLETED. DEPENDING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF

£
402

SHIPPING AND THE DATES OF COMMENCEMENT AND COMPLETION OF PHASE

IV, IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCE WILL HAVE

m o <
m T <

COMPLETED ITS TASKS IN 90-120 DAYS AFTER DEPARTURE OF THE LAST

MARINE CORPS PHASE IV UNIT. ACCORDINGLY, AS OPTION I, THIS

2 -
2 ==

HEADQUARTERS INTERPOSES NO OBJECTION TO REDEPLOYMENT OF 1200

SPACES DURING PHASE IV AS PROPOSED IN REF A PROVIDED THE PER-

I

I
SONNEL ARE RETAINED IN COUNTRY FOR UP TO 120 DAYS.| IF THIS

TEMPORARY OVERAGE IS NOT APPROVED, THE PROPOSAL SET

n — T -

1)

4 FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING SUBPARAGRAPH IS RECOMMENDED.

C¢. OPTION II: RATHER THAN REDUCE THE COMBAT POWER OF THE

S o

E MAB APPRECIABLY, THIS HEADQUARTERS PROPOSES ELIMINATING THE 4_
E :

| COMBINED ACTION GROUP AT A SAVING OF 600 SPACES. THE REMAINING 4

MmO > v W

?MOO OF THE 1000 SPACES REQUIRED MUST BE OBTAINED AT THE DIRECT
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EXPENSE OF THE MAB, REDUCTION OF THE ENGINEER CAPABILITY BY S

STITUTING A COMPANY OF COMBAT ENGINEERS FOR THE HEAVIER FORCE

ENGINEERS IN THE COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENT OF THE MAB IS ‘ D
o - - 0
| ACCEPTABLE. ENGINEER STRENGTH WOULD BE REDUCED BY 400 TO 269,

e

3. OPTION IIT: AS A FALLBACK POSITION NOT TO BE DISSEMINATED

TO JOINT OR ARMY CHANNELS AT THIS TIME, THE FOLLOWING REDUCTIONS:

P i
“—oz
402

IN ORDER OF PRIORITY IN 10,.8K MAB ARE PROPOSED IN THE EVENT

OPTIONS I AND IT ARE UNACCEPTABLE:
SPACE
PRIORITY. ACTION REDUCTION

B
§
i

DELETE ENGR BN (-) (REPLACE WITH DIV ENGR CO 161) 508

m o <=
mo <

REDUCE DET HQ BTRY ARTY REGT _ 12

§ | 3. DELETE DET HMH-L463 88

£
P -

| 4. REDUCE HQ MAB 85
| 5. DELETE HQ CO MAB (ASSUMES COLLOCATION WITH GROUND 85

OR ATIR ELEMENT)

w-—-x-
w - T

| 6. REDUCE DET RAD BN 51

i 7. DELETE 1Y5MM GUN BTRY 171
TOTAL REDUCTION 1000 |

AS A NEW BUT RELATED MATTER, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE

mo > o v
MmO > 1 v

REEXAMINED. PROGRAM 9 CONTAINS 766 NON-IIT MAF SPACES AND 600
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[| TIONATELY WITH IIT MAF PHASE IV: REDRPIOYMENTS, APPROXIMATELY
D I| 568 SPACES WOULD LEAVE RVN. A SAVING OF EVEN 400 SPACES WOULD
0 || NEGATE THE NECESSITY TO DRAWDOWN THE MAB AS DISCUSSED IN

g OPTION IT.
N : |
o . 5. ADOPTION OF OPTION I WOULD EAVE NO FORESEEABLE IMPACT ON
T

: ETTHER THE MAB OR OPERATIONS IN RVN, OPTION II REMOVES THE
i LAST VESTIGES OF THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM WITH CONSEQUENT
i‘SLOWING,'IF NOT REVERSAL, OF PACIFICATION PROGRESS IN SOME

| AREAS OF QUANG NAM. THE REDUCED HEAVY ENGINEERING CAPABILITY

mg <

IN THE MAB IS SIGNIFICANT ONLY IF THERE IS NO NAVY MCB AVATL-

i ABLE. OPTION IIT ON THE OTHER HAND DRAWS DOWN ON MAB HEAD-

b —

EQUARTERS PO THE EXTENT THAT COLLOCATION WITH THE ATR AND/OR
%GROUND ELEMENT IS MANDATORY AND ADMINISTRATIVE CAPABILITY IS
E%MARGINAL AT BEST. THE LOSS OF THE 175MM GUN BATTERY DEPRIVES
?THE MAB OF SOME LONG RANGE FIRE SUPPORT, BUT TWO FIXED WING
aSQUADRONS (INCLUDING ONE A-6) ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO FULFILL
iTHAT NEED UNDER MOST CONDITIONS.

f?? FOLLOWING REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITIES ARE PLANNED, BUT SUBJECT

{TO CHANGE DUE TO SHIPPING AVAILABILITY:
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] 7. 1IN SUMMARY IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT IN RESPONSE TO REF A,
OPTTONS T AND II BE SUBMITTED TO CG, XXIV CORPS TOGETHER WITH
D THE INFORMATION IN PARAGRAPHS 5 AND 6, IT IS FURTHER |RECOM-
o) : ]
| MENDED THAT OPTION IIT BE APPROVED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES WITHIN
N | THE MARINE CORPS AND THAT THE SIZE AND COMPOSTTION OF |THE
q $ | SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL FORCE BE REEXAMINED FOR POSSIBLE|SUB-
@ § STITUTION IN OPTIOMIII OR III.
T | 8. REQUEST COMMENT/APPROVAL OF ABOVE PROPOSALS. WARM REGARDS.|
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le REF A REQUESTS THAT €G, XXIV CORPS IDENTIFY 1060 ADDITIONAL

SPACES FROM FORCES UNDER HIS OPCON FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT, STATE-

MENT OF IMPACT AND RELATIVE PRIORITY OF UNITS FOR REDEPLOYMENT ALSO

DESIRED WITH SPECIFIC COMMENT. ON POSSIBILITY OF REDUCING 18,8K MAB

AND/OR REDEPLOYING 1202 LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCE SPACES, BUT RETAIN-

ING PERSONNEL IN COUNTRY AS TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGIH,

2. THE LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCE IS A TEMPORARY ADD ON TO POST PHASE

IV MARINE FORCES AND IS REQUIRED TO ENSURE ORDERLY RETROGRADE OF

. MARINE CORPS SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WHICH WILL REMAIR AFTER PHASE IV
IS COMPLETED, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE PROPOSED FORCE HAS NO

ORGAINC SECURITY UNIT AWD MUST RELY ON OTHER FORCES TO PROVIDE

SECURITY UNTIL RETROGRADE OF SUPPLIES AND EUIPMENT IS COMPLETED.

DEPENDING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF SHIPPING AND THE DATES OF COMMENCE~ ‘

MENT AND COMPLETION OF PHASE IV IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE LOGISTIC

ROLL UP FORCE WILL HAVE COMPLETED ITS TASKS IN S8~128 DAYS AFTER

DEPARTURE OF THE LAST MARINE CORPS PHASE 1V UNIT. ACCORDINGLY, AS

OPTION I, THIS HEADQUARTERS INTERPOSES NO OBJECTION TO REDEPLOYMENT

OF 1200 SPACES DURING PHASE IV AS PROPOSED REF A PROVIDED THE PER-

SONNEL ARE RETAINED IN COUNTRY AS 1280 FOR THE PROGRAM STRENGTH FOR !

UP TO 120 DAYS POST PHASE FOUR.
3, A, IF TEMPORARY OVERAGE IN PARA 2 IS NOT APPROVED, UP TO 758
SPACES COULD BE TAKEN FROM THE MAB AS FOLLOWS (OPTION II): |

(1) ELIMINATE THE FORCE ENGINEER BATTALION (-) AND REPLACE
WITH A COMPANY OF COMBAT ENGINEERS,

(2) DELETE THE HEAVY HELICOPTER (CH=-53) DETACHMENT,

(3) REDUCE THE DETACHMENT RADIO BATTALION TO A TOTAL OF
85 SPACES, - ‘

(4) DELETE THE MARINE AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT,

(5) ELIMINATE THE DETACHMENT OF THE FORCE RECONNAISSANCE
COMPANY, S

B, IF MORE THAN 75¢ SPACES MUST BE REDUCED, THE 175MM GUN |

BATTERY (6 GUNS) COULD BE REMOVED FROM THE TASK ORGANIZATION OF THE =~ -
MAB WITH AN ADDITIONAL SAVING OF 171 SPACES.
4. A. ADOPTION OF OPTION 1 WOULD HAVE NO FORESEEABLE IMPACT ON
EITHER THE MAB OR OPERATIONS IN RVN, IN REGARD TO OPTION 11, THE
" MAB CAPABILITIES AS SET FORTH TO COMUSMACV IN REF B, WOULD BE
REDUCED AS FOLLOWSS ,
| (1) LOSS OF THE MEAVY EQUIPMENT ORGANIC TO THE FORCE
ENGINEERS WOULD BE SIGNIFICANT ONLY IF ARMY ENGINEER OR NAVY MCB
SUPPORT IS NOT AVAILABLE, -

(2> #0 HEAVY HELICOPTER LIFT WITHIN THE MAB, »

(3) WINIMAL SUPPORT FROM TNE RADIO BATTALION, .
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¢4) THE CAPABILITY TO CONTROL MELICOPTERS UNDER ALL WEATHER
CONDITIONS IS REMOVED,
~ (5) THE MAB LOSES THE CAPABILITY TO CONDUCT LONG RANGE
RECON PATROLS, A
B. THE IMPACT OF LOSS OF THE 175MM GUN BATTERY WOULD BE PAR-
TICULARLY SEVER FOR U.S. AS WELL AS ARVN FORCES OPERATING IN THE
ﬁgérTgégog%TTEﬂY SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE REDUCTION ONLY AS A

-5« THE UNCERTAINTY OF TIMING FOR PHASE IV AND ATTENDANT VARIABLE

AMPHIBIOUS SHIPPING AWAILABILITY RENDERS INFEASIBLE AT THIS TIME

- THE--FROMATION OF>#=DETAILED-  TIVE-PHASED-REDEPLOVMENT -SCHEDULE +IN-——

GENERAL TERMS IT 1S ARTICIPATED THAT ONE RLT, MOST LIKELY RLT=5,

AND ONE FIXED WING ATTACK-SQUADRON WOULD REDEPLOY RELATIVELY EARLY
IN PHASE IV, THE BULK OF THE FMAW (INCLUDING THE REDEPLOYING FIXED
VING SQUADRONS) AND ITS HEADQUARTERS WOULD DEPART NEXT FOLLOWED BY

" RLT-7 WITH THE II1I MAF AND iST MARDIV HEADQUARTERS.

6., AS A NEW BUT RELATED ITEM, ONGOING PLANNING FOR MARINE AMPHIBIOUS
BRIGADE ASSUMES TH1S UNISERVICE FORCE OF COMBINED ARMS WILL BE
TASKED TO EXECUTE MISSIONS AND TASKS AS DIRECTED BY COMUSMACV AND
WILL BE UNDER OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF CG, XXIV CORPS, THE CONCEPT OF
OPERATIONS ENVISAGES THAT THE MAB WILL USUALLY OPERATE IN AREAS
ADJACENT TO THE DANANG VITAL AREA, BUT WILL RETAIN THE CAPABILITY TO

- RELOCATE TO ANY AREA IN ICTZ FOR OPERATIONS TO INCLUDE THOSE SUPPORT~

ED EXCLUSIVELY BY HELICOPTER FOR LIMITED DURATION, THE MAB IS

- TRAINED FOR AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT, BUT MIGHT REQUIRE CERTAIN MODIFICA-
- TAIONS AND REINFORCEMENIS PRIOR TO EXECUTING AN OPPOSED LANDING. AIR
- ELEMENTS WILL OPERATE FROM DANANG AIRFIELD AND POSSIBLY MARBLE

MOUNTAIN AIR FACILITY, THE COMMAND AND CONTROL ELEMENT 1S STRUCTURED .
TO PERMIT RAPID EXPANSION OF THE MAB BY ONE OR MORE SPECIAL LANDING
FORCES IF SO DIRECTED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY, THE CONCEPT OF LOGISTIC
SUPPORT ASSUMES THAT DELIVERY OF ALL CLASSES OF SUPPLY WILL BE MADE

"~ BY THE MAB LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP ON SURFACE LOC*®S TO ORGANIC

ACCOUNTS IN THE DANANG AREA. DELIVERY TO MORE DISTANT AREAS OR BY
OTHER MEANS WILL LIKELY REQUIRE SOME SUPPORT FROM SOURCES EXTERNAL

T0O THE BRIGADE, SUPPORT FOR SUCH SERVICES AS POST EXCHANGE, SPECIAL
SERVICES, FIRE PROTECTION, BRIG OPERATIONS AND MEDICAL AND DENTAL
SERVICES WILL REQUIRE ARMY ASSISTANCE,

7« REQUEST APPROVAL FOR PLANNING PURPOSES OF MISSION, CONCEPT AND
AREA OF OPERATIONS OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPH 6, \
ggR? REGARDS.
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MILITARY OPERATIONS NEAR CAMBODIAN BORDER
loogﬂE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFOs '
QUOTE
SuUBs MILITARY OPERATIONS NEAR CAMBODIAN BORDER
REFs A. COMUSMACV DIG 2308Q6Z DEC 69,

B. MACV DIR 335-12 DATED 28 DEC 69

C. MACV LETTER MACJ3-0S§ DATED 13 MAR 78, SUBJs OFFICIAL
MEETINGS BETWEEN US AND CAMBODIAN OFFICIALS (W)

Ds COMUSMACV DIG 19185727 MAR 70
l« RECENT EVENTS IN CAMBODIA HAVE GENERATED QUESTIONS BY FIELD
COMMANDERS AND, CONCURRENTLY, MACV IS RESPONDING TO RERUESTS FOR
IMFORMATION BY HIGHER AUTHORITY ON THIS SUBJECT. THIS MESSAGE
CONSOLIDATES EXISTING GUIDANCE AND REPORTING PROGEDURES 10 BE
FOLLOWED ON THIS SUBJECT.
2. RULES OF ENGAGEMENT (ROE) FOR CAMBODIA,

A. THE CURRENT SITUATION EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR CLOSE OBSER-

VANCE BY US FORCES OF THE ROE FOR CAMBODIA (REF A). US COMMANDERS

‘ARE TO ENSURE THAT NO, REPEAT NO, TARGET IS ENGAGED IN. CAMBODIA

UNLESS FRIENDLY FORCES ARE BEING FIRED ON FROM THE TARGET AND THE
TARGET 1S POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS VC/NVA. NO, REPEAT NO, US FORCES
ARE TO MANEUVER ACROSS THE BORDER INTO CAMBODIA EXCEPT AS MAY BE
NECESSARY FOR THE PRESERVATION OX THE US FORCES CONCERNED,

Be. IN THOSE CASES WHERE RVMAF CROSS THE CAMBODIAN BORDER TO
CONDUCT OPERATIONMS, US ADVISORS AND SUPPORT ARE TO BE WITHDRAWN
IMMEDIATELY. A REPORT OF SUCH INCIDENTS I5 TO BE MADE TO MACV IN
ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCE B,

3. GUN/CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS, WHEN INFORMED BY RVNAF AUTHORITIES
THAT ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE BETWEEN GVN AND CAMBODIAN FORCES
T0 CONDUCT OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA AGAINST VC/NVA ELEMENTS, MACY
SUBORDINATE COMMANDERSS :

A. WILL DECLINE PARTICIPATION AND REPORT ARRANGEMENTS TO MACV
UTILIZING THIS CHANNEL. .

. By WILL URGE THEIR RVMAF COUNTERPARTS TO EXERCISE UIMOST CARE
TO AVOID INFLICTING CASUALTIES ON CAMBODIAN CIVILIAN NON~-COMBATANIS.

Ce ARE AUTHORIZED T0 ADJUST US FORCES AND FIRES WITHIN RVN TO
COVER GAPS CREATED BY RVNAF MQVES-

4, FIRE SUPPORT FOR FARK. '

A. US FORCES ARE NOT, REPEAT NOT, TO RESPOND YO FARK REQUESTS
FOR FIRE SUPPORT AT THIS TIME.

B, PARA 3B AND 3C ABOVE ARE APPLICABLE. IN THIS RAGARD, US
ADVISOGS ARE T0 DECLARE TACTICAL EMERGENCIES ONLY AFTER FRIENDLY
FORCAS ARE BEIMG FIRED ON FROM THE TARGETj; WHEN THERE IS POSITIVE
ABSURANVE THAT THE TARGET 13 VC/NVA; AND THAT THERE IS NO DANGER 10

“ . FARK URIIS OR GANDODIAR NOR-COMBATANTS.
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GRQSS OVER INTO CAMBODIA TO SUPPORT THE NEW GOVERNMENT., EFFORTS
SHOULD BE MADE TO PERSUADE THEM TO REMAIN WITH THE CIDG IM SUN, IN
THE EVENT A DECISION 1S MADE TO RETURN T0 CAMBODIA, SUCH PERSONS ARE
TO BE REQUASTED TO TURN IN THEIR WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT BEFORE DEPAR~
TURE, USE OF FORCA IN GAINIMG RETURN OF WEAPONS_AND EQUIPMENT IS
%g BE AVOIDED AS IT 18 CONSIDERED TO0 BE DOUNTER PRODUCTIVE AT THIS
MEo ... L S
6« NOTHING CONTAINED HEREIN 15 INTENDED TO PRECLUDE US PERSONNEL
FROM PARTICIPATING IN OFFICIAL VISITS WITH CAMBODIAN OFFICIALS,
ACCEPT CAMBODIAN HOSPITALITY, AND ENGAGE IN OTHER PROTOCOL ACTIV~
ITIES AS SPECIFIED IN REFERENCE C AND AS DISTIMGUISHED FROM MILI~-
TARY OPERATIONAL MATTERS, HOWEVER, I® LD BE NOTED THAT REFER=-
ENCE C IS CLASSIFIED "SECRET™ AND IS ROPRIATE FOR PUBLIC
DISCUSSION, NOR WOULD IT BE APPROPRIAT ERMIT PRESS COVERAGE
OF MEETIHGS HELD WITH CAMBODIANS AT OR. NEAR THE BORDER.
7+ REFERENCE D ISSUES PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE CONCERNING THE CURRENT
SITUATION IN CAMBODIA OR RELATIONSHIPS ALONG THE BORDER, THE GUID-
.,  ANCE ENJOINS ALL PERSONNEL FROM DISCUSSING OR MAKING ANY COMMENTS,
h EITHER ON OR OFF THE RECORD, ABOUT THE CAMBODIAN SITUATION OR ANY
ACTIVITIES RELATED THERETO INCLUDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH CAMBODIAN
PERSQONNEL ALONG THE BORDER.
B8+ NOTHING CONTAINED HEREIN 1S 10 BE CONSTRUED AS PROHIBITING US
FORCES TO TAKE NECESSARY COUNTERACTIONS IN THE EXERCISE OF THE GIGMT
OF SELF DEFENSE AS AUTHORIZED AND DIRECTED BY REFERENCE A.
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS

GP-4 -
(S50 NOTEt DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
* 900
COPU NR 3 OF {JCOPIES HA BEEN SENT
NNNN _ | j

SEORE

L 5 5 A LA 5 " e s . i e RN

(307"

DECLASSIFIED




