
 DECLASSIFIED 

.~. ..' 
CG~;~I M:~.~~=~~--:~N-~~~~ll?~~EN'P-NJl\L~N6'f "BGEN' ,MILL'ER' 

'FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
HELICOPTER CONTH,OL 

/7- 2. CG III MAF 040540Z MAR 70 (S) MCEO(Y- 4) 

11- 3. 

4 , 

EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN DRAKE INFO LTGEN BUSE, MGEN WHEELER 
FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
HAMLET 4 SON THONG (V) ~NCIDENT 

CG III MAF 040020Z MAR 70 (S) ~-3 
FM CG III MAP TO COMUSMACV INrO CG XXIV CORPS 
OPERATIONS OF ROK CljCID MILITARY PERSONNEL IN ICTZ 

99 III HnP 9187188 n.'.il 78(8) 
FeR lis'i'iiiil!l QUill iiliaQM .. TCEAl NIQKEPSQ~ 
,"F~eS138'i' f!'.M~'i' H;'UTr6 i&j¥i7!R13N@i!I l3. tn!l@iMl'fh j 

17- 5. CG III MAF 05080aZ MAR 70 (S) EYES ONLY fiF-~ 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 27 FEB 70 

8, elel III U.1'ti' Qiliillirl uUa 7Q (TI) 

7. 

F9R Jis'i'iiiilH iQ4JlSiIiil iJi;lQU .. Trsili1W NICKFPMoQ.W-J 
I'i'HliiR::.'?tJ.l:¥ i'9liil HlfU'iP " HI UllDCUH J "39 

el(!i III 1IJM' Q3Qi397 naAP 30 pn FJ'ES ONTlT 

• 
iQJi;I ]j,TQiIi1W zn IS; MGiN Ri\MSEY FROM TTeEN NIQTTFPIi'QN 

Ii _8. j CG III MAF 070631Z MAR ;0 (8) EYES ONLY qp--4 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON~ 
WIEU MEETING 14 MARCH 1970 

9. v"SI3 III l'Ild? Q7HHlOS Ikiliil 7Q un 
F l"Jl\ lS'H~!B}ij BM8!8 IliFf!!} i8(!ii)lT PlI PH pm FROM T TeEN NICKBRSON 
RrlSI;lRoTJI;l "au: M'QiiI UlJMlPWAiilD iii mID" 0& 2&1 15/0302/0 8 03 usnaGR' 

A - 10. CG III MAF 081106Z, MAR 70 (C) MCEO cr-1 
FM CG III MAF TO CG FMFPAC 
GAO SURVEY OF REDEPLOYMENT PROCEDURES Cu} 

1'9 - 11/ CG III MAF 081442Z MAR 70 (s) EYES ONLY o..r-~ 
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 6 MAR 70 

/ 
/1- 12. CG III MAF 100339Z MAR 70 (S) 9>-~ 

FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCCUTCHEON 
INITIAL CALLS IN CONNECTION WITH ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND 
III MA~, 

./ ' 

~ - 13. CG III MAF 130858Z MAR 70 (Sl ,/:--1 
EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
MINIMIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DURING 

'ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA 

DECLASSIFIED 

, , 

DECLASSIFIED

A-1. CG-III -MAF 040551Z MAR 70 (C)
FOR MGEN BOWMAN, MGEN THRASH BGEN PADALINO, BGEN MILLER
FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
HELICOPTER CONTROL

A- 2. CG III MAF 040540Z MAR 70 (s) MCEO (Gp- 4)
EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN DRAKE INFO LTGEN BUSE, MGEN WHEELER
FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
HAMLET 4 SON THONG (V) INCIDENT

A- 3. CG III MAF 040020Z MAR 70 (s) gp-3
FM CG III MAF TO COMUSMACV INFO CG XXIV CORPS
OPERATIONS OF ROK CI/CID MILITARY PERSONNEL IN ICTZ

4, ee III MAP 0407487 MAR 70 (U)
FOR LICEN BUSE FROM LICEN NICKERSON
REQUECT MAST W/MAJ LAWRENCE NUGENT

gp-4A- 5. CG III MAF 050808Z MAR 70 (S) EYES ONLY
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 27 FEB 70

III MAD 0512167 MAD 70 (U)
FOR LICEN DUCE FROM LICCEN NICKERSON
THINERADY FOR VISIT 9 10 MARCH 1070

CC ITT MAR 0706207 MAD 70 (II) EYES ONLY
LANDING ZONE VIOLATION
FOR ITCEN ZATS MCFN RAMSEV FROM LTCFN NICKERSON

A -8. CG III MAF 070631Z MAR 80 (S) EYES ONLY
gp-4FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

WIEU MEETING 14 MARCH 1970

A. ee III MAR 0710385 MAR 70 (U)
FOR LIGEN BUSH INFO BCEN DADALINO FROM LICEN NICKERSON
RECERVE CWAC FOR MAJ EDWARD D DUDA 06 20 45/0302/0803 USMCD

A 10. CG III MAF 081106Z MAR 70 (C) MCEO ap-4
FM CG III MAF TO CG FMFPAC
GAO SURVEY OF REDEPLOYMENT PROCEDURES (U)

CG III MAF 081442Z MAR 70 (s) EYES ONLY ap-4A-11
FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 6 MAR 70

A- 12. CG III MAF 100339Z MAR 70 (S) Gp-4
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCCUTCHEON
INITIAL CALLS IN CONNECTION WITH ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND
III MAF

go-4A-13. CG III MAF 130858Z MAR 70 (S)
EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
MINIMIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DURING
ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• A-14. CG III MAF 150438Z .MAR 70 (e) f/¥- 4 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FRO~'LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
DEPUTY COMMANDER 

A_IS .JcG III MAF 160300Z MAR 70 (S) 'iI-"; 
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MC~UTCHEON INFO BGEN PADALINO 
REDEPLOYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (s) 

A_16.V CG III MAF 170310Z MAR (s) 'l!-";' 
FOR LTGEN ~AIS FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
OPCON 

A- 17 . ./ CGJI.n:~J\:AF 180649Z MAR 70 (s) -..; 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FRO:1' LTGEN iMCg!1TC!:f~N..J 
OPCON ~ MSG TO ZAIS PASSED TO BUSE 

• 

A_19.JCG III MAF 182331Z MAR 70 tCl tj}-"I 
FMFPAC FOR: COMPT; CMC FOR CODE AS ... 3 (%-add Z1Zm~F .!l-oo'l-oo z.~ 7CJ) 

A_19. J CG III MAF 182332Z MAR 70 (C) CJJ.-~ l*~F/J7,c;O.,qC /oo:<.,.r;z m.-'>'~ 
MONITORSHIP OF R~PUBLIC OF viETNAM PHAS~ DOWN (GAO CASE 82807) 

A-20 • ./ CG III MAF 190129Z MAR 70 (S) Cyp-"f 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FRO~ LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
OPCON 

A _21./ CG III MAP 191132Z MAR 70 (C) ~- "-I 
FOR LTGEN BUSE INFO MGEN TH~H FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
HELO CRASH AT CHU LAI 

t=J- 22.V" CG III MAF 1911202 MAR 70 (S) lJI' - "i 
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER' INFO BGEN PADALINO FROM 
LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
OPCON 

A- 23 .. / CG III MAF 19.1414Z MAR 70 (81 9--1 
FOR MGEN THRASH PROM LTGENMCCUTCHEON 
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODAA 

A-24y1 CG III MAF 211517Z MAR 70 (C) ~-~ 
FOR LTGEN BUSEFROM LTGEN MC~TCHEON 
MISCELLANEOUS INFO 

A- 25. J CG III MAF 220445Z MAR 70 (S) 1/'-1-
FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
REQUIREMENT FOR NAM 0 BRIDGE (S) 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

A-14. CG III MAF 150438Z MAR 70 (C) gp-4
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
DEPUTY COMMANDER

CG III MAF 160300Z MAR 70 (s) gp-4A-15.
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON INFO BGEN PADALINO
REDEPLOYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (s)

.16. CG III MAF 170310Z MAR (s) gp-4FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON

CG III MAF 180649Z MAR 70 (s) Gp-4A- 17.
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON 1 MSG TO ZAIS PASSED TO BUSE

CG III MAF 182331Z MAR 70 (C) gp-4A_18
FMFPAC CMC FOR CODE AS-3 (Re-add III MAF 200400 zieb 70)FOR: COMPT;

.19. CG III MAF 182332Z MAR 70 (c) gp-4 (Re-add FMFPAC 1002147 nav 70)

MONITORSHIP OF REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM PHASE DOWN (GAO CASE 82807)

A-20. CG III MAF 190129Z MAR 70 (S) gp-4
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON

A-21. CG III MAF 191132Z MAR 70 (c) go-4FOR LTGEN BUSE INFO MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
HELO CRASH AT CHU LAI

A-22. CG III MAF 191120Z MAR 70 (S) gp-4
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN PADALINO FROM
LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON

A-23. CG III MAF 191414Z MAR 70 (S) Gp-4
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODAA

CG III MAF 211517Z MAR 70 (C) go-4A-24
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
MISCELLANEOUS INFO

CG III MAF 220445Z MAR 70 (S) gp-4A-25.
FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
REQUIREMENT FOR NAM O BRIDGE (s)

DECLASSIFIED



DTG 

/- 1oo339z 

.:1- 130856Z 

-<1- 130857Z 

05 _ 130858Z 

~_ 150437Z 

7- 150438z 

f- 151413Z 

9 - 160300Z 

/tJ - 1 7 0 31 0 Z 

IJ _ 170415Z 

12_ 180649Z 

1$ _ 181250Z 

l",t -190129Z 

DECLASSIFIED 
-- - -=::::>' --.' , t 

SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE INDEX 

MARCH 

ADDRESSEE/SUBJECT/CLASSIFICATION 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (S) o,-~ 
INITIAL CALLS IN CONN WITH ASSUMPTION 
OF COMMAND III MAF 

CG 1ST MAW (TS) FOR MGEN THRASH 'jr-4 
FORCE PLANNING 

CG 1ST MAW FOR MGEN THRASH (TS) G-j=>- cf 
SEA TDS INTERFACE 

CG 1ST MAW/CG 1STMARDIV FOR MGEN THRASH C;--'/­
AND MGEN WHEELER (TS) 
LOGISTIC CONCEPT FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT (S) 

CG 1ST MAW FOR MGEN THRASH (S) 'tf'- 1-
MINIMIZING LIKLIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS 
DURING ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTG EN BUSE (TS) jr- 1 
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE & 
INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE UPDATE 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTG EN BUSE (C) - c.,-"I­
DEPUTY COMMANDER 

CG 1ST MAW/CG 1ST MARDIV /CG FLRLOGCMD FOR r- ~ 
MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER, BGEN PADALINO (TS 
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE & 
INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE UPDATE 

CG FMFPAC, INFO CG FORLOGCMD FOR LTGEN BUSE Gr - .4.j 
INFO BGEN PADALINO (S) 
REDEPLOYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (S) 

CG XXIV CORPS FOR LTGEN ZAIS (5) 
OPCON 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) ~.-4 
,PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT OF THE C6MBINED ACTION FORCE 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (s) 61-1 
OPCON 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) 6t-4 
FORCE PLANNING . 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (S) 6f-~ 
OPCON 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

INSPECAT/EXCLUSIVE INDEX

MARCH

ADDRESSEE/SUBJECT/CLASSIFICATIONDTG

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (S) ap- 41- 100339Z
INITIAL CALLS IN CONN WITH ASSUMPTION
OF COMMAND III MAF

CG 1ST MAW (TS) FOR MGEN THRASH gp-42-130855Z
FORCE PLANNING

CG 1ST MAW FOR MGEN THRASH (TS) Gp-3- 130856Z
SEA TDS INTERFACE

ap-4CG 1ST MAW/CG 1STMARDIV FOR MGEN THRASH4- 130857Z
AND MGEN WHEELER (TS)
LOGISTIC CONCEPT FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT (S)

4gpCG 1ST MAW FOR MGEN THRASH (S)5- 130858Z
MINIMIZING LIKLIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS
DURING ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA

gp-4CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS)6- 150437Z
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE &
INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE UPDATE

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (C) Gp-47- 150438Z
DEPUTY COMMANDER

gp-4CG 1ST MAW/CG 1ST MARDIV/CG FLRLOGCMD FOR8- 151413Z
MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER, BGEN PADALINO (TS)
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE &
INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE UPDATE

CG FMFPAC, INFO CG FORLOGCMD FOR LTGEN BUSE Gp-49 160300Z
INFO BGEN PADALINO (S)
REDEPLOYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (S)

CG XXIV CORPS FOR LTGEN ZAIS (s)
gp-410- 170310Z

OPCON

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) gp-411- 170415Z
PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT OF THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (S) Gp-412- 180649Z
OPCON

Gp-4CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS)13_181250Z
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (S) ap-414-190129Z
OPCON

DECLASSIFIED



• 
DTG 

1$- 190130Z 

It:.- 191132 Z 

,;'7- 191120Z 

12- 191414z 

/q_ 200648z 

:<-0- 211517Z 

.z/~ 220445Z 

.1;;2,- 2308 41Z 

23- 230852Z 

~.JI- 230942Z 

.ts - 25 0619 Z 

<Z(;_ 25 07 4 4 Z 

<2R- 281141Z 

DECLASSIFIED 
, 

\ 

• • • SPECATjEXCLUSIVE INDEX 

MARCH 

ADDRESSEE/SUBJECT/CLASSIFICATION 

CG FMFPAC, INFO CG lSTMAW FOR LTGEN BUSE /1'-1-
INFO MGEN THRASH (TS) 
FORCE PLANNING 

CG FMFPAC INFO CG lSTMAW (C) FOR LTGEN BUSE 0--1 
INFO MGEN THRASH (C) I' 
HELO CHRASH AT CHU LAI 

CG lSTMAW, CG lSTMARDIV, INFO CG FORLOGCMD !r- 1-
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN /' 
PADALINO (5) 
OPCON 

CG lSTMAW FOR MGEN THRASH (S) 1r - ~ 
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA 01 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) 4P-1 
FORCE PLANNING fI' 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (C) (1/- iof) 
OPCON/LAM DISCUSSIONS/XXIV CORPS BRIEF 

COMNAVFORV FOR VADM ZUMWALT (S) ~-~ 
REQUIREMENTS FOR NAM 0 BRIDGE (sj' 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) 6f-1 
FORCE PLANNING 

CG "lSTMAW FOR MGE;N THRASH (TS) c,- if 
FORCE PLANNING 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) ~-~ 
FORCE PLANNING 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) If -..J 
FORCE PLANNING 

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (C) ~-4 
AIRCRAFT CRASH INVOLVING CG, A~ERICAL DIV. 

(2) 

CG FMFPAC INFO CG 1STMARDIV, CG FORLOGCMD (TS) ~-1 
REDUCTION IN DOG HANDLING PERSONNEL (TS) ~ 

ACMC INFOCG FMFPAC FOR GEN WALT INFO LTGEN ~-~ 
BU8E (8) 
ACMC WESTPAC VISIT 

. ( 

DECLASSIFIED 

o 

o 

DECLASSIFIED

(2)

SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE INDEX

MARCH

ADDRESSEE/SUBJECT/CLASSIFICATIONDTG

gp-4
CG FMFPAC, INFO CG 1STMAW FOR LTGEN BUSE15-190130Z
INFO MGEN THRA'SH (TS)
FORCE PLANNING

gp-4
CG FMFPAC INFO CG 1STMAW (C) FOR LTGEN BUSE16. 191132Z
INFO MGEN THRASH (C)
HELO CHRASH AT CHU LAI

gp-4
CG 1STMAW, CG 1STMARDIV, INFO CG FORLOGCMD17- 191120Z
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN
PADALINO (5)
OPCON

gp-4
CG 1STMAW FOR MGEN THRASH (S)18- 191414Z
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) gp-419- 200648Z
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (C) (gp-4)20- 211517Z
OPCON/LAM DISCUSSIONS/XXIV CORPS BRIEF

COMNAVFORV FOR VADM ZUMWALT (S) gp-421- 220445Z
REQUIREMENTS FOR NAM O BRIDGE (s)

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) Gp-4E2- 230841Z
FORCE PLANNING

CG 1STMAW FOR MGEN THRASH (TS) Gp-423- 230852Z
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) Gp-424- 230942Z
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (TS) gp-425- 250619Z
FORCE PLANNING

CG FMFPAC FOR LTGEN BUSE (C) gp-426- 250744Z
AIRCRAFT CRASH INVOLVING CG, AMERICAL DIV.

CG FMFPAC INFO CG 1STMARDIV, CG FORLOGCMD (TS)
go-427-2623342

REDUCTION IN DOG HANDLING PERSONNEL (TS)

go-428- 281141Z ACMC INFO CG FMFPAC FOR GEN WALT INFO LTGEN
BUSE (S)
ACMC WESTPAC VISIT

DECLASSIFIED



"' 

A-I. 

A - 2. 

A- 3. 

, 
5 

A-6. 

A- 7. 

A- 8. 

A- 10. 

~ .. . - ( 

DECLASSIFIED 

CG III MAF 130855Z MAR 70 (TS) 7-4 
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
FORCE PLANNING ',; (U) ... BOTH FIXED WING AND ROTARY WING W1MAB 

CG III MAP 150437Z MAR 70 (TS) ~-4 
EXCLUSIVE /MCEO/FOR LTGEN BUSt FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
MONTHLYMACV CO~rnANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTELLIGENCE 

.ESTlMATE UPDATE 

CG III MAF 151413Z MAR 70 (TS) G-r-"-! 
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER AND BGEN PADALINO FROM 
LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTEL ESTIMATE UPDATE 

i M "i i 1ft.. 13 9 Oi T rn ilL. a 0 (i' 111 ) 
.. Oil IlQl!llf IIIiiIT iII NnB lIMnS liH!!I!!IMR P~l l%!M!lEU IICCO IChEON 
4J6~IS1 Ie.8~fiiiii/P nm' tpHASIJ!: 1 0 ltEbEJ:D~@~ll ts, KERbbftHB8t!!.L 

iii@!! III Foo 11&41!% IMit 10 (IS) 
POR J!t"0jBN iH.iiI .. ilBII l5!'8B:' II@€!!81'@lIEGW "',n fili!l I\ ItE5Mfh5iMENI Of flm'?t3MBINEb NElIGh 18R@E 

CG III MAP 181450Z MAR 70 (TS) tt- 4 
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
FORCE PLANNING (U) ~ CONCERN OF RLT ACTING AS DEFENSE F/DNG 

CG III MAF 190130Z MAR 70 (TS) qr-4 
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE INFO MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
FORCE PLANNING (u) .... COMPOSITE GROFP VICE ITOMPOSITE GROUP 

CG III MAP 200648Z MAR 70 (TS) ~-~ 
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCC~TCHEON 
FORCE PLANNING (u, .... PROBLEM AREAS F/I0.8K MAB 

CG III MA.F 2308 42Z MAR 70 (TS) CJJo ~ A/ 
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTEHEON 
FORCE PLANNING (u) .... DUAL SITING, COLLOCATION'MAB AVIATION 

CG III MAP 230841Z MAR 70 (TS) ~-4 
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN Mcc6TCHEON 
FORCE PLANNING (D) .... FEASIBLE SPACE REDUCTIONS 

A_II. CG III MAF 230942Z MAR 70 (TS) CfI--4 
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 

~, FORCE PLANNING (u) ... COMMENTS RE FINAL BDE 

H!: or ITT nup iaEO'lOlll HIm 18 C±~ 
",Sf( £ ImN m'B!I FRB"1 ili!i'(iU!Il' H@@8T@Ii!f!l@'ffi 

1?8R@lS f LAi4I4IM@ (\J) 11)()t:(lJ ABD±£IOUM 6PMP'" 

DECLASSIFIED 
/ 

DECLASSIFIED

A 1. CG III MAF 130855Z MAR 70 (TS) Gp-4
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - BOTH FIXED WING AND ROTARY WING W7MAB

A-2. CG III MAF 150437Z MAR 70 (TS) ap-4EXCLUSIVE /MCEO/FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTELLIGENCE
ESTIMATE UPDATE

A-3. CG III MAF 151413Z MAR 70 (TS) Gp-4
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER AND BGEN PADALINO FROM
LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTEL ESTIMATE UPDATE

(US)701000575MAR
MOTHYMOEN without

137 READDRESSALFORCONORDE PHASE IV

III MAI 1704152 MAR TO (1s)
OR STORN BUSD FROM STOEN MOOUTCHEON

INEASE TV REDEP HOYMENT OF THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE

A-6. CG III MAF 181250Z MAR 70 (TS) Gp-4
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - CONCERN OF RLT ACTING AS DEFENSE F/DNG

A- 7. CG III MAF 190130Z MAR 70 (TS) Qp-4
EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE INFO MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - COMPOSITE GROBP VICE COMPOSITE GROUP

A- 8. CG III MAF 200648Z MAR 70 (TS) go-4
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - PROBLEM AREAS F/10.8K MAB

A- 9. CG III MAF 230842Z MAR 70 (TS) go-
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTEHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - DUAL SITING, COLLOCATION MAB AVIATION

A- 10. CG III MAF 230841Z MAR 70 (TS) gp-4
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - FEASIBLE SPACE REDUCTIONS

A 11. CG III MAF 230942Z MAR 70 (TS) gp-4
FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U) - COMMENTS RE FINAL BDE

2506197 (15)12
FOR LIGEN BUCH FROM LIGEN MOCUTONEON

1000 ADDITIONAL GRACES(U)PLANNINGFORCE

DECLASSIFIED



,,' . '/ 
• J , 'r-·'~· ',~" .,---. 1 . • ,I, ,.,/ ,.,' ,' .. .:,oJ ~, 

) ',:' ,I .... ".. 
I' , 

" 

~.l~, ~~ III ~ ~~ll~l~ ~ 1~ (~~) -1 
~~~L ~~~~~L ~I~I~ 

~~~~I~1~ ~I~I~ ~~ ~~~~I~~~~ ~f ~ 

DECLASSIFIED

SMOUNT

WALL TROTT

jours

ORCD

A-14. CG III MAF 281141Z MAR 70 [TS)

ACMC WESTPAC VISIT

POSSIBLE VISIT TO PRESIDENT OF VN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

" III MAt FORM 5216 (REV 8-69 
OPIUTIO. (011 FROM I DATE . I - ORIGINATOII C8 III "', .4 .. lit " A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE 

( - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTIOL DATE ", I COpy NO. 
I - INFORMATION 

,. ¢4it1!11Z "' RCH 7- 11 COPIES IIECD. 5 - SIGNATURE OF 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
IN 

DATE 
OUT 

SUBJECT 
INITIAL 

I...,. CG H EL.'COf'T Eft CeNTROL 
DCG ~. ~~ 

CIS ~ ;:r IEMAIM 

DCIS . t)lSpQft XCII • PCS PLANS 
DEPCORDS 
DSA ICTZ '. , o ltetah tor 

___ w. 

fl SIS l¥~ ~ 0- beetror after ....uac. G-1 
, 

"- G-2 R.tura t .. ~, re'-U_. 
G-3 -r JJ-t!. ~ 
G-4 I s-eu- 54_.+-
G-!> I" 

G-6 . 
ADJ 

AWARDS 
CAP 
CHAP 
CIS 

COMP --
DENT 
ENGR 

FOODS 
FSEO 

HQ (MDT 
INSP 
MTO 

0 

NJA 
OPANAl 

0 ORO 
\ PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 

I."V f"'''' i • • 
,. 

RDnE 

HA~ ~ E'- ~\ REPRO B~t J ~ ~- ~l d ' 
SJA . ~ '.J l~ <),7.) , 

SPL SERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 
~~ /3 :;"';' -~',. Zfj f .-

SfC 
I ~. _c# 

TCC 
(A-V ISOT MAJ j (USE REVERSE FOil ADDITIONAL SHU) 

- _0 , ~.~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADOBARTERS

III MARINE AMT HIBIOUS FORCE
CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
X- ORIGINATOR

CG 111 MAF 04 MR 70A - ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE
I - INFORMATION

7 OF 13 COPIES RECD040551Z MA RCH 70S SIGNATURE COPY NO.

SUBJECTDATE
ROUTE CODESECTION INITIAL

IN OUT

HELICOPTER CONTROLCG

Mr Copy
DCG I

3/4C/S D REMARKS

DC/S
DISPOSITION:DCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
months.DSA ICTZ Retain for

4/3 CS/S
Destroy after routing.G-1

G-2
Return for permanent retention.G-3 Has

any

I
G-4

SignatureSection
G-5
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS

HAS BEEN SEN

RDT E E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O

132SIC
TCC

A-1SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED



",-" ;~. S] 1: ZFF-l r:r~/-/! 

;<"" C3 II I .',"' r-
TC Z:' ,J::' = UTY CG, II I 
r: G , n .<::~' :'A U 
ZEN/CG, FLC 
Z E N/ A C/ S G-3, III P1A F 
ZEn 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • ( 
, 
G 

I •• -1 r' 

CON F IDE N T I A L FOR MGEN BOWMAN, MGEN THRASH, BGEN :ADALINO, 
BGEN MILLER FROM LTGE~ NICKERSON ' 
HELICO'TE:1 CONT)iOL 

'1. FOR THE SECO~JD rI~;E IN t., SHORT ?ERIOD, ' NAMELY THE 7TH 
~A2Ir£s CHtNGE OF CO~MAND AND NCB'S THIS A.M., THE UNSAFE 
AND UNS~TISFACTORY ~ERFORMANCE OF HELICOPTER CONTROLS HAS 
BEEN FO::;CEFULLY DEMONSTRATED TO f1£. AT THE VERY LEAST I CONSI1)Er1 

THIS E9FORi'·ltl.NCE UNSAT. 
2. THIS ~.~~ I HAD BEEN TOLD ~T THE RECErTION FOR RADMS 
DILLON"\~!!J !;A~"SCHALL THP.T f1Y HELICOPTER ~JAS ON THE ?AD 
READY TO rAKE ME BACK TO III MAF. ABO UT FIFTEEN °LUS MINUTES 

'LATER IT ~RRIVED. IN THIS INTERIM CG, XXIV COR?S, 
CO, ISHlf-',clDIV, CO, !H1ERICAL. AND OTHERS DE/;ARTED. 
3. \HIEN I ~f?RIVED JH THE HELO ;='AD NR.58 I FOUND A USMC 
CH4 6 t.R KED, Hl D I SaEED IE NC'E TO' I NSTR UCT IONS; A ND A UHIE 
(NR.5) P,LSO. THE L!Sf,1C lSTLT CLARE HHO I.;JAS DRIVING ~lR. 5 TOLD 

ME HE I:J,I),$ l:J(~ITING FOR BGE~J MORRISON, USA. I TOLD HIM TO 
""AIT AS DIRECTED IN THE ORDERS. HIS ATTITUDE AND A?PARENT 
DIS0LEASURE WITH MY~RCER ~ROM?TS ME TO ASK THAT HE BE 
?E'RIMANDED VE~BALLY FOR HIS ~OOR JUDGMENT. 

4 .' FOR f1G E N T HR ASH 
I~S f,}Y t'}HJG CG \'1HOSE HELICO:">TERS ARE INVOLVED IN THESE 
LIFTS I ASK YOU TO MtKE A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION OF THE· 
HELO DIRECTION TEAM :RACTICES IN EFFECT, AND THE COM-
LIM:CE OF ~,LL REi"EAT ALL GROUND AND AIR PERSONNEL CON-

CERNED. TELL ME SOONEST WHAT NEEDS TO BE CORRECTED TO 
-LACE us ON A TRULY 0ROFESSIONAL BASIS ONCE AGAIN. 
5. I M·l OBVIOUSLY NOT ?LEASED BY THIS Af1ATEUR PER-
FORMANCE Oi'i THE ?ART OF r,1ARINES. 
G, -4 
(SSO NOTE~ DELIVER IMMEDIATEL~ 
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in. CG III
TC ZEN/CC UTY CG, III MAY
CG, FIRST NAW
ZEN/CG, FLC
ZEN/AC/S G-3, III MAF
ZEM
CONFIDENTIALFOR MGEN BOWMAN, MGEN THRASH, BGEN CADALINO,
BGEN MILLER FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
HELICO TER CONTROL
1. FOR THE SECOND TIME IN A SHORT PERIOD, NAMELY THE 7TH
MARINES CHANGE OF COMMAND AND NCB'S THIS A.M., THE UNSAFE
AND UNSATISFACTORY PERFORMANCE OF HELICOPTER CONTROLS HAS
BEEN FORCEFULLY DEMONSTRATED TO ME. AT THE VERY LEAST I CONSIDER
THIS ERFORMANCE UNSAT.
2. THIS A.M. I HAD BEEN TOLD AT THE RECEPTION FOR RADMS
DILLON AND HARSCHALL THAT MY HELICOPTER WAS ON THE PAD
READY TO TAKE ME BACK TO III MAF. ABO UT FIFTEEN PLUS MINUTES
LATER IT ARRIVED. IN THIS INTERIM CG, XXIV CORPS,
CG, 1STMARDIV, CG, AMERICAL AND OTHERS DEPARTED.
3. WHEN I ARRIVED AT THE HELO PAD NR. 58 I FOUND A USMC
C H4 6 ARKED, IN DISOBEDIENCE TO INSTRUCTIONS; AND A UHIE
(NR.5) ALSO. THE USMC 1STLT CLARK WHO WAS DRIVING NR. 5 TOLD
ME HE WAS WAITING FOR BGEN MORRISON, USA. I TOLD HIM TO

WAIT AS DIRECTED IN THE ORDERS. HIS ATTITUDE AND APPARENT
DISPLEASURE WITH MY ORDER PROMPTS ME TO ASK THAT HE BE
RE RIMANDED VERBALLY FOR HIS POOR JUDGMENT.
4. FOR MGEN THRASH
AS MY WING CG WHOSE HELICO TERS ARE INVOLVED IN THESE
LIFTS I ASK YOU TO MAKE A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION OF THE
HELO DIRECTION TEAM RACTICES IN EFFECT, AND THE COM-
LIANCE OF ALL REPEAT ALL GROUND AND AIR PERSONNEL CON-

CERNED. TELL ME SOONEST WHAT NEEDS TO BE CORRECTED TO
LACE US ON A TRULY PROFESSIONAL BASIS ONCE AGAIN.
5. I AM OBVIOUSLY NOT PLEASED BY THIS AMATEUR PER-
FORMANCE ON THE PART OF MARINES.
G.-4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY)
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?T7SZVmJ RHf~~'lAF'A0373 0G30540a>SSSS ... ·~HUr.:OFI;; RUilHP'f·ill Rmll_:"U,:t 
Zny SSSSS 
?nC DED -Tv c~c DED 
P 0405.1i0Z fJAR 70 
Fl1 CO I II r1A F 
TO RUEOFI A/CMC 
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMfPAC 
RUMLLUA/CG FIRST MARDIV 
81 
SEC R E T/SPECAi EXCLUSIVE FOR/MGEN DRAKF IOFO LTGE~ 
aUSE MGEN WHEELER fROM L1GEN NICHERSON/M~1INE CORPS 
7.YES ONLYI <DELIVER DUHH1G IJ!OnKnlG HOURS) 
HMfJLET 4 S 8N THONG (V) INCHiENT 
A. HQMC AC/5 G~3 TELECONS W/C/S III MAF 2 ~ARCH 
8D HQ~lC AClS G-3 lELECON vJIC/S 1 II ftl{\F 3 ~lrRCH 
C" CG FIRS:' i~I\RDIV t·1SG 2710202 (SPEGAIJ PA~·EP 
1. REFERENCES A AND B REQUESTED INF0RMATIOM CONCERN[~G 
ORDERS IN r:Fn:CT liEGARD 1 NG milE FI NO OF TFiO(IPS (n) 1~'m~ 
~RIOR TO OPERATIONS. 
2m MACV DIRECTIVE 525 m 5 DlD 2MAR69 DIR~CTSr INTER A~t~$ 
THE FOLLOl:JI NG QU Ol'E CO f'1 irl A NDEHS tULL CONDUC',i CfHlT I NUl ~~G 
PROGRAMS TO EMPHASIZE BOTH THE SHORT AND LONG ~AKG2 
H1PORTAIIlCE OF rUNHHZING ~jONCOM[,ATM!T CASUtLn:E:r;. T:1.)O:=-

PtlGE HJO RHMMAFAe3'73 5 E eRE T/SPECfll' E,\CLW;IVE F'J;VlY;CEG/ 
HmOCTRINATION BRIEFINGS t'iILL BE C001DUCTED PR::OR TO .?X£tD· 
OPERATIONS vJHEN PRACTICABLE6 BHIEFH1GS v;ILL HlCLUDE LO~ 
CAlION OF NONCOMBATANT AND FRIEN~LY FORCES~ MEASURES 
DESIGNED TO PREVENT r,1WfUAL INTERFERENCE; ~lFA3U:1E;3 FOH 
CON'fiWL Or. FIRE SUPPORT~ RULES OF ENG?iGEriEf 1T\1 H)EN'Li'IC{\c 
n otll [~'ND RECOGNITION SJ.GMAi..S~ ENERGENCY PH(ICt.DUI1ES~ !HlD 
OTHER APPROPRIATE f~r=ASURES. U[\QUOTEt> 
3. THIS HQS AWARE OF NO FMFPAC ORDER ON POFe 
40 III MAF FORCE ORDER 3040Q3A DID 29SEP69 CONTAINS IN~ 
STRUCTIONS AND LANGUAGE I~ENIICAL TO THAT CONTAINED IN 
MACV DIRECTIVE AS QUOTED IN PARA 2 ~BOVEo 
Sa lSTMARDIV ORDER 161005 DTD 26MARG8 ESTABLISHES TRAINH1G 
PROGRAM TO MAKE ALL MEMBERS AWARE OF POLICIES CONCERNING 
TREATMENT OF VIETN?\{VjESE CIVILIAt~So DETAHJD:S AND PO\vS~ 
REQUIRES DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS ON PRINCIPLE OF (ijlLITAf~'{ . 
NECESSIT Y AND HUMA NITY) PERMITT I NG 0 Nt Y T HPl! DEGFmE Of 
FORCE REQU!RED AND FROHl BHION OF ANY DEGREE OF VIOLE~JCE 
NOT ACTUALLY NECESSARY, EXTRACTS FROM GENEVA CONVENTION 9 

TREATMENT OF CIVILIANS, MINIMIZING NONCOMBATANT BATTLE 
CASUALTIES WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON PATIENT AND COM= 

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
0101-V04-6603 

PAGE._.!-OF~PAGES 
COpy ( .~ OF 3 . COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

~El 

DECLASSIFIED

ECRET

PTTSZYUW RHMMAFA0373 0630542-SSSSO-RUEOFIA RUHHFMA RUNLLUM
ZNY SSSSS
PAC DED II CMC DED
P 0465402 MAR 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUEOFIA/CMC
INFO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
RUMLLUA/CG FIRST MARDIV
BT
SECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MGEN DRAKE IHFO LIGEN
BUSE MGEN WHEELER FROM LIGEN NICKERSON/MARINE CORPS
EYES ONLY (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
HAMLET 4 S ON THONG (V) INCIDENT
A. HQMC AC/S G-3 TELECONS W/C/S III MAF 2 MARCH
B. HQMC AC/S G-3 TELECON W/C/S III MAF 3 MARCH
C. CG FIRST MARDIV MSG 27102 0Z (SPECAT) PASEP
1. REFERENCES A AND B REQUESTED INFORMATION CONCERNING
ORDERS IN EFFECT REGARDING BRIEFING OF TROOPS ON ROE
PRIOR TO OPERATIONS.
2. MACV DIRECTIVE 525-3 DTD 2MAR69 DIRECTS, INTER ALIA,
THE FOLLOWING QU OTE COMMANDERS WILL CONDUCT CONTINUING
PROGRAMS TO EMPHASIZE BOTH THE SHORT AND LONG RANGE
IMPORTANCE OF MINIMIZING NONCOMEATANT CASUALTIES. TROOF

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA2373 S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0,
INDOCTRINATION BRIEFINGS WILL BE CONDUCTED PREOR TO FIELD
OPERATIONS WHEN PRACTICABLE. BRIEFINGS WILL INCLUDE 1.0-

CATION OF NONCOMBATANT AND FRIENDLY FORCES: MEASURES
DESIGNED TO PREVENT MUTUUL INTERFERENCE ; MEASURES FOR
CONTROL OF FIRE SUPPORT: RULES OF ENGAGEMENT; IDENTIFICA
TION AND RECOGNITION SIGNALS; EMERGENCY PROCEDURES: AND
OTHER APPROPRIATE MEASURES. UNQUOTE.
3c THIS HQS AWARE OF NO FMFPAC ORDER ON FOR.
4. III MAF FORCE ORDER 3040.3A DID 29SEP69 CONTAINS IN=
STRUCTIONS AND LANGUAGE IDENTICAL TO THAT CONTAINED IN
MACV DIRECTIVE AS QUOTED IN PARA 2 ABOVE.
5. ISTMARDIV ORDER 1616.5 DTD 26MAR68 ESTABLISHES TRAINING
PROGRAM TO MAKE ALL MEMBERS AWARE OF POLICIES CONCERNING
TREATMENT OF VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS, DETAINERS AND POWS.

REQUIRES DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS ON PRINCIPLE OF MILITARY
NECESSITY AND HUMANITY, PERMITTING ONLY THAT DEGREE OF
FORCE REQUIRED AND FROHIBITION OF ANY DEGREE OF VIOLENCE
NOT ACTUALLY NECESSARY, EXTRACTS FROM GENEVA CONVENTION,
TREATMENT OF CIVILIANS, MINIMIZING NONCOMBATANT BATTLE
CASUALTIES WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON PATIENT AND COM-

PAGE /LOF2 PAGES
FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69)

/
0101-V04-6603

SECRETCOPY OF 3 COPIES
A-2
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PAGE THREE RHt1['1AFA037.3 ~, E en ET/SPECfiT EXCLUSIVE: rOHlf·HXO/ 
PASS10NATE CONDUC'f IN DEALl1~G IETH VIETNAMESE. CI"ILHd~S~ 
AND RULES OF ENGAGEt·1ENL INSTRUCTIOr: TO BE GIVF.N ('\5 PAlE 
OF INITIAl. O!UENTATION 0;' ;:rICH r'1AN viHO .JOH!S D:iVIST.1U ,~;:.jD 
EVERY TY10 i:'ON1HS TH~REAFTER" tfjACV DIRECTIVE :525 0 3 IS 
QUOTED IN FULL AS AN ENCLOSURE TO DIVY.SIOt~ ORD1:R~ 
G" PATROL 'll~ nns li~STJHlCE i.:JAS NOT CiIVE[\) Her: BnH~FIl~G 
PRIOR TO DEPAfrlUREo PATROLS {~ND AifJE\US!-lES ARE NOT Nm:r~lPJ.\,Y 
CO~1SIDEREn TO BE OPERATIONS IN 'fEE CONTEXT 0:,; 'fl-IE DIP-EC·):'·, 
IVES RELf.\~~ING TO flOE ERIEFIhGS PRIOH TO CFERf..:T:~01J~ 
7 {. HiVES'PGAT I mIND ICATES T HA T H~ (lRAL B::t 12 n tlG GIVE ~ 
PATROL BY COlfjPI~NY Cor1~IANDER LT Aili80RT ~ L~\[,JGUI\GE: tiSZD 
UI\S XMPROPER SINCE IT COULD hAVE BEEN mSINTr.:RPHEIED BY 
PArRot t'lEi1BERS AS TO PURPOSE 01' PATROL AerIOI']" '[!\IS 
l'f\TROL BRIEFING IS BEHKi r::1~PLORED BY ARTICLE ~~2 INi]ESl'J.,,-, 
GATION MlD COULD PRO\!I jjE Bl4SIS FOR DISCIPLJN:\In AGT~Oi\l 
AGrdNST LT M1BORT ll~ ADDHImJ TO THl'lT DEf!C;;~IBED H! HEI' 
Co BELIEVE 'OIi::RE SHOULD BE NO DISCLCSUHE or cr;~.JTEtES 0:: 
LT AMBORT BRIEFING SINCE HIS RIGHTS COULD BE PREJUDICED" 
IN ADDITION v PR~:Mf·'l.TUHE l<Nmn.EDGE OF' THIS HlFom,lATIOl'J BY 
HIG HER HQS COllLD RESULT Hi DEFE NSE CHP.RGES OF eOf.JNA MD 

?fi.GE FOLIR fn·lMf~:~F'A0.:!,7.3 SEC f< S 1lSF'ECiH E/;CL.mHVl~i'OFUf'jC;;:OI 
XNi'L IJE NeE (HIl:.JG EXERCISED Q 

8e: t!OAfEVEr(\I THE H!VESTXGATION ALSO INDIc~n:s TPAT {.iTtER 
LT AMSORT'S BRi~FING TO PATROL D PLATOON SEnGfAOOY CAU~ 
TIONED HE:inOD THAT COf.1PANY CO~1MANDER tljEM1T THAT ONLY 
[NEMY PERSONNel WERE TO BE KILLEDo !N ADDITION, SQUAD 
LEi\DER CAU'fIONE:D P~\TROL AGAINST SHOOTIi~G CIVH.IP.NS" ~'f 
APPEARS I}~I THESE LATTER AMPLIFICATIONS WERE DEEMED 
NECESSARY BY PLATOON SERGEANT AND SQUAD LEADER BECAUSE 
OF COMPANY COMMANDER'S BRIEFING. 
9" RECOMMEND EX'fRE~lE CAUTION IN THE DXSCUSSION OH DIS" 
CLOSURE OF ANY FACTS DEVELOPED BY CURRE~n INVEST! GP,TI ON 
IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF ALL I:lARTIES INVOLVED 
AND TO PRECLUDE NY LA! TYPE PUBLIC TRIAL" WAfH1 REGARDSQ 
GP",4 
91 

0.373 

FMFPAC·GEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
0IOl·Y04·6603 

PAGE~OF ~PAGES 
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PAGE THREE RHMMAFA0373 SECR E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MOE0/
PASSIONATE CONDUCT IN DEALING WITH VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS,
AND RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. INSTRUCTION TO BE GIVEN AS PART
OF INITIAL ORIENTATION OF EACH MAN WHO JOYNS DIVISION AND
EVERY TWO MONTHS THEREAFTER. MACV DIRECTIVE 525-3 IS
QUOTED IN FULL AS AN ENCLOSURE TO DIVISION ORDER.
6. PATROL IN THIS INSTANCE WAS NOT GIVEN RCE BRIEFING
PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. PATROLS AND AMBUSHES ARE NOT NORMALLY
CONSIDERED IO BE OPERATIONS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE DIRECT.
IVES RELATING TO ROE BRIEFINGS PRIOR TO OPERATION.
7 INVESTIGATION ON INDICATES THAT IN ORAL BRIEFING GIVEN
PATROL BY COMPANY COMMANDER LT AMBORT, LANGUAGE USED
WAS IMPROPER SINCE IT COULD HAVE BEEN MISINTERPRETED BY
PATROL MEMBERS AS TO PURPOSE OF PATROL ACTION. THIS
PATROL BRIEFING IS BEING EXPLORED BY ARTICLE 32 INVESTI-
GATION AND COULD PROVIDE BASIS FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION
AGAINST LT AMBORT IN ADDITI ON TO THAT DESCRIBED IN REF
C. BELIEVE THERE SHOULD BE NO DISCL.CSURE OF CONTENTS OF
LT AMBORT BRIEFING SINCE HIS RIGHTS COULD BE PREJUDICED.
IN ADDITION, PREMATURE KNOWLEDGE OF THIS INFORMATION BY
HIGHER HQS COULD RESULT IN DEFENSE CHARGES OF COMMAND

PAGE FOUR RHMMAFA0373 S E Ex) T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCE0/
INFLUENCE BEING EXERCISED.
8. HOWEVER, THE INVESTIGATI ON ALSO INDICATES THAT AFTER
LT AMBORT'S BRIEFING TO PATROL, PLATOON SERGEANT CAU-
TI ONE D HERROD THAT COMPANY COMMANDER MEANT THAT ONLY
ENEMY PERSONNEL WERE TO BE KILLED. IN ADDITION, SQUAD
LEADER CAUTIONED PATROL AGAINST SHOOTING CIVILIANS. ET
APPEARS THAT THESE LATTER AMPLIFICATIONS WERE DEEMED
NECESSARY BY PLATOON SERGEANT AND SQUAD LEADER BECAUSE
OF COMPANY COMMANDER'S BRIEFING.
9. RECOMMEND EXTREME CAUTION IN THE DISCUSSION OR DIS-
CLOSURE OF ANY FACTS DEVELOPED BY CURRENT INVESTI GATI ON
IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF ALL PARTIES INVOLVED
AND TO PRECLUDE MY LAI TYPE PUBLIC TRIAL. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
0373
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OPERATIONS OF ROK CI/CID MILITARY PERSONNEL IN ICTZ 
1. SINCE APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 1969 THE SECOND ROK MARIf\E CffiPS 
ffi IG.4DE HAS EMPLOYED CIICID ASSETS INDEPENDENTLY TI-ROUGHOUT ICTZ. 
CLRREHTLY, ROK el/CID ELEMENTS ARE LOCATED IN HUE. DANANG, CHU LAI 
AN] "UA-!\G NGA I. 
2. T I-E R OKMC L IA 1 SON OFF I CER TO I I I MA F Vl!A S REQUESTED ON 14 DEC 69 
TO PROVIDE THIS HnS WITH DOCUMENTATION FROM THE BRIGADE CITING TI-£ 
AUTHORITY '.NHICH PERMITS THE CI/CID TEAMS TO OPERATE OUTSIDE THE 
ffi IGADE TAOR. A REPLY HAS NOT BEEN RECE IVED. 
3. CURRE NTL Y THERE 1 S NO AGREEME~!T BETWEE N I I I MA F A ND THE R OK 
ER I GADE CONCER N I NG THE EMPL OYME NT OF C I /e ID TEA MS OUTS I DE T 1-£ ROK 
TAOR. THE ROv'S OPERATE OUTSIDE THEIR TAOR WITHOUT ADVISING 111 
MAF OR AREA COMMA t\OER S. THEIR PRESENCE IS USUALLY MADE KNOWN ONLY 
IJI!HEl\J OLR II'WELL IGENCE RESOURCES UNCOVER THEM OR- THEY ATTEMPT TO 
MAKE PURCHA SE S AT A PX. 
4. AS FAR AS CAN BE DETERMINED THE MISSION OF THE ROK Ol/CID 
TEAMS ISTO THl!~ART THE NORTH KOREAN nnELL IGENGE EFFORTS TO 
INFILTRATE AND SUBVERT ROK NATIONALS WORKING FOR AGENCIES SUCH AS 
PHILCO-FORD AND PACIFIC ARCHITECTS Af\!D ENGINEERS. 
15. DUE TO Tft SENSITIVE POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS OF Tt1E PROBLEM, 
REf"iUEST (tAR IFICAT ION OF THE FOLLOW I t\'G: 
A. AUTHOR ITY FOR RO",' S TO E~~PLOY CI/CID TEA~1S OUTSIDE 
ASS I G NED T A OR ? 
B. DEGREE OF AuT HOR IT Y OVER SUCH PER SO NNEL BY CG I II MAF 
AND BY Tft US COMMANDER IN WHOSE IAOR THEY OPERATE? 
6. YOLR GUIDANCE IS. REQUESTED. 
GP-3 
)1-
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OPERATIONS OF ROK C1/C10 MILITARY PERSONNEL IN ICTZ
1. SINCE APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 1969 THE SECOND ROK MARINE COR PS

BRIGADE HAS EMPLOYED C1/CID ASSETS INDEPENDENTLY THROUGHOUT ICTZ.

CURRENTLY, ROK C1/C10 ELEMENTS ARE LOCATED IN HUE, DA NA NG, CHU LAI
AND UA.NG NGA I.
2. THE ROKMC LIA ISON OFFICER TO 111 MAF WAS REQUESTED ON 14 DEC 69

TO PROVIDE THIS HnS WITH DOCUMENTATION FROM THE BRIGADE CITING THE
AUTHOR ITY WHICH PERMITS THE C1/CID TEAMS TO OPERATE OUTSIDE THE
BRIGADE TAOR. A REPLY HAS NOT BEEN RECEIVED.
3. CURRENTLY THERE IS NO AGREEMENT BETWEEN 111 MAF AND THE ROK
BRIGADE CONCERNING THE EMPLOYMENT OF CI/CID TEAMS OUTSIDE THE ROK
TA OR. THE ROK'S OPERATE OUTSIDE THEIR TA OR WITHOUT ADVISING 111

MAF OR AREA COMMANDERS. THEIR PRESENCE IS USUALLY MADE KNOW N ONLY
WHEN OUR INTELLIGENCE RESOURCES UNCOVER THEM OR THEY ATTEMPT TO
MAKE PURCHASES AT A PX.
4. AS FAR AS CAN BE DETERMINED THE MISSION OF THE ROK CI/CID
TEAMS IS TO THWART THE NORTH KOREAN INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS TO
INFILTRATE AND SUBVERT ROK NATIONALS WORKING FOR AGENCIES SUCH AS
PHILCO-FORD AND PACIFIC ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS.
5. DUE TO THE SENSITIVE POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS OF THE PR OBLEM,
RE QUEST CLARIFICATION OF THE FOLLOWING:
A. AUTHORITY FOR ROK'S TO EMPLOY CI/CID TEAMS OUTSIDE
ASSIGNED TAOR?
B. DEGREE OF AUTHORITY OVER SUCH PERSONNEL BY CG 111 MAF
AND BY THE US COMMANDER IN WHOSE TAOR THEY OPERATE?
6. YOUR GUIDANCE IS REQUESTED.
CP-3
31.
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z-= \~ 
S :: G ~ ;:: T /!:.. y: S C ~'L Y ~GR hG;::;~ T 0". ;-;sa,;;: Fr~ ~,:, L TG~~,~ 
~H C!<ER SO ~.! . 
D:::PCO[·~USf'JACV VISIT TO IGTZ 27 FEB 70 
A. cor·1USr:;ACV 3811057. ~·1AY 1959 
1. <u) IK'I' REF A FOLLO'"'I~IG IS SUBSTANCE OF ~jATTERS OIS­
ClJS~::O [UP. I f\1~ SUSJECT V IS IT~ 
2. (S) GE~'::RAL qOSSOf\~ VISITED UNITS I~·; THE AMERICAL T.1\01· 
01\1 ?7 FEB 1970.' HE ~':AS ACCOf1PANIEC '3Y TI-E CG, Ar~:::RI CAL 
CIV, cS' 2D A~Vf\! DIV PD SE~!IOC), ADVISOH 2!:J AFWN OIV, UPO~I 
HIS A~q PIAL AT THE CHU LA I AI!iFIELD GENERAL Rosscr~ .r\~~:::; 
P.l·,:=\TY BOARCED HELOS A~'C CC:PA'i.TED FOR THE PF TRt\I~:I~!G. 
C::~'T'?::'. LOCA T[D AT rUH!G i~G,A I. 
:. (S) 1JPO~' ARR IVAL /.IT THE TRA H"Ii':G CE~;TER GEf\!ERAL ,ROSSO~J 
'::AS 8:-:1IEF::fJ 3Y CO LTC THU ON T~AI~JING SCHEDULES An 
a3JECT IVES, ,HTEI\":;ANCE !=\AT::S :\T THE CENTC}? AI'JD CURRECT 
f'C"·'C:T-'.UCTIC~! ,A·.~D \'lAr:::rtIAL PR021,.:::r·;s. r:~:~! ?OSSOrJ CISCUSS':::J 
TH':: P".O'3L,::r·.~ OF OFc:"tC::~ 1.0T,4TION ffi-Ql'1 T~AI~!I!"G CE~!T::~S. H::: 
ST.~T:::C THAT HE HAS FOU~·!:::; OFFIC:::P,S 3EI~iC RET.t\U·Et:; o'1'ITHI" 
TH:::: r\A I n ~\~ PR.GG'"\.'~:. ::'.)C'f.{ TOO tOf':~, ',:1": I C;-; L;::hCS TO I~ L; .. :;;\ 
OF t:"1::U=' :\~I'J COrr.:·L~·\!=, r.::)(?::::?L::~!C:::.I~·1 .~D;:;ITIO~I, G::~' ROSSO~l 
Q.::: ..... Lf ST ~S T H.t, T n:.c:t.r::::", Ie ''.L G I V, 2:, .cI:=\ \f f'.: 0 t V A ~[: rUA ~'? 
r,'Gt'-: I 0.0'1 I r"G::: C;';' tel At S LOOK I ~;TO PA. OV I C I 0lG T h:: c:::~··:r:::). 
'''IT!-' CC~!ST:;UC;TIO~I ~·lATERI}\LS AS THEY 3c~COMC: AVAILASLE FO~. 
$1 !S~ ~, CJ::: r'T S J~ S '31)~lvEQ. CONSTq UCT I O~I. Gt: N q OS SOf,jTH::::r­
T0!J~ED Tf-!:: TRAIf\IING CENTER V IS IT 11'·:G LIVI~'G rUA?T:::RS OF 
TQAlf-.£ES, AID STATIO!'!, TRAII'.:lf,<!G Ales GLASS ~.OO~1S, ::~:ss 
HALL Af\D KITCH:::N SUPPLY, AI'!D .~8J1S ROO': AND AfT!'J STOR.AG~: 
PO I ~!T • 
4. (S) THE PA'HY THEf': FLcy.' TO H-10 .... f-::~".::: GEf" H~SSO~,' 
09SERV::::~' 1\~i!J I··~\L'.(:::O TJ-:qC!)'CH I/'ITI--I cr': FI:~ P'C; OROE? .'::;hl TH':::: 
FI:::LD FI81~'C ~td'IG:::, VISITEC VARIOUS COf\]GURRE[\lT TRAII\!I~\lG 
SIT:S, TAR.G:T C'::TECTIM!, ZTC. UPON CO!'.'CLUSIO~' o:=- TI-:::: 
TOu~, ":::" ~O.<:'SQ~I I'" C!::Pl\oTI ~IG SH.T:::[, THAT i-:;: THCUChT TH::: 
P,A Wit-I:::': ~~:JTE:l i.'·".S Ar;cor;PLISI-:I~:S ITS pjtSSI()~·; AND THAT IT 
IS Ir'~POfl,TA~T THAT Ti-::::: TRl\lrr.:::::s REC:::l'!': TI-:E 2EST OF T8.::::\1-
:'::::~>T 1\".'2 TP!.!~'I~:G l:"!-:IL::: AT TH::: SCI-:OOL TO TURN Th:::[! I~:TO 
raOD SOLD IERS M,!::: TO G.IVe THEN A STRONG IMPRESSI C\! OF THe: 
C-'~O·."l "';? =-T~Ef\!GTH or:- THE :?y~!. 
:-:. (S) T:"C:: DARTY THE~" :'!::::-'f.~.TEC FOR. L2 411 (::;J G;: 1ST I[\IF 
11TH ~2E). ~OLLO'r p\!G LU~,!Cl-: G::::l'·: ?,QSSQr ... : TOL.'?:::::: 'L'Z l.f 11 
iALf"'I~':" T~ ···.-~!~··.L. ~,":l.'-'l~~;. :--' l':~. ~I~ ',::"rr',,",, -~'~ --: .. ""I.~'.' 

. .-. J.r-.-; I I C"' ("'-::: 

~ -~.. - ~ ::- ~( 
. -= ~l_A 1 ,.-:-

.. 
'_I~ .• .' .... 1 ~ .,..., 
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03/18

MAI111
TO COUNTRACY
II
SECRE T/EYES ONLY FOR HGEN TO NSEND FROM LIGEN
MICKER SON
DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO 1CTZ 27 FEB 70
A. COMUSMACV 3311957. MAY 1969
1. (U) LAW REF A FOLLOWING IS SUBSTANCE OF MATTERS DIS-
CUSSED CURING SUBJECT VISIT:
2. (S) GENERAL ROSSON VISITED UNITS IN THE AMERICAL TAO1
ON 27 FEB 1970. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE CG, AMERICAL
CIV, CG 2D ARVN DIV AND SENIOR ADVISOR 2D ARVN DIV, UPON
HIS ARRIVAL AT THE CHU LAI AIRFIELD GENERAL ROSSON AND
PARTY BOARDED HELOS AND DEPARTED FOR THE PF TRAINING
CENTER LOCATED AT CUA NG NGAI.
3. (S) UPON ARRIVAL AT THE TRAINING CENTER GENERAL ROSSON
WAS BRIEFED BY CO LTC THU ON TRAINING SCHEDULES AND
03JECT IVES, ATTENDANCE RATES AT THE CENTER AND CURRECT
CONSTRUCTION AND MATERIAL PROBLEMS. GEN ROSSON DISCUSSED
THE PROBLEM OF OFFICER ROTATION FR:OM TRAINING CENTERS. HE
STATED THAT HE HAS FOUND OFFICERS BEING RETAILED WITHIN
THE TRAINING PROGRAM MUCH TCO LONG, WHICH LEADS TO A LACK
OF FIELD AND COMMAND EXPERIENCE. IN ADDITION, GEN ROSSON
RE-LESTED THAT THE AMERICAL DIV, 2D ARVN DIV AND CUANG
NGAI PROVINCE OFFICIALS LOOK INTO PROVIDING THE CENTER
WITH CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE FOR
SUCH PROJECTS AS BUNDER CONSTRUCTION. GEN ROSSON THEN

TOURED THE TRAINING CENTER VISITING LIVING QUARTERS OF
TRALNEES, AID STATION, TRAINING AIDS CLASS ROOMS, MISS
HALL AND KITCHEN SUPPLY, AND ARMS ROOT AND AMMO STORAGE
POINT.
4. (S) THE PARTY THEN FLEW TO H-10 :"HERE GEN ROSSON
09 SERVEC AND WALKED THROUGH WITH ONE FIRING ORDER ON THE
FIELD FIRING RANGE, VISITED VARIOUS CONCURRENT TRAINING
SITES, TARGET DETECTION, ETC. UPON CONCLUSION OF THE

TOUR, CEN ROSSON IN DEPARTING STATED THAT HE THOUGHT THE
TRAINING CENTER PAS ACCOMPLISHING ITS MISSION AND THAT IT
IS IMPORTANT THAT THE TRAINEES RECEIVE THE BEST OF TREAT-
ENT AND TRAINING WHILE AT THE SCHOOL TO TURN THEN INTO
000D SOLDIERS AND TO GIVE THEM A STR CNG IMPRESSION OF THE

STRENGTH OF THE GVN.
5. (S) THE PARTY THEN DEPARTED FOR LZ 411 ED 01 1ST INF
11TH RDE). FOLLOWING LUNCH GEN ROSSON TOURED LZ 411
TALKING TO

TL' VILLACE.THE
THAT 0000 TO SEE THE LAND 2.1` :

ING.-00RECLAIMED
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~ .='·'t~':'.= :', ~~ • ..... :., ~-:::7\i -::':(""1-=1"_.-: .~. ~'::I 1 ~:-,~.:: ' . _ -I-~:= 

':': ;~",.C( Y P.").O\l I : :0';: C H I":F {) ii T nC:: CUr\I~ .... iF!" ZiT;\ -,- \...0 Gr T ;-i':' ;':f-\ 6v Ii: 0':: 
Af":.J C2J:::CT I\'ES :C:-l PY 7;. G~f\! ROSSQt,! POSEIJ G.::~'ER,~L ou.::s­
Tlar·'~ ::;~' T~~ ELECT lOt,! OF VILLAGE At\!fJ t-:AiY,LET CHIEFS, ON 
TI-;'::' :C:iOV I~'CIAL PR I SC~I, TI-IE ~!Urr,BER OF '3,'\CKLOC CJ\SES, '&YlJ 
Ti-~: :?'[r'_'E"'ry if-1 1TH "'HICH THE coUr··;CIL OF Ci~S;:: REVIC":S IS 
COrJVJ::NEO. Tl-iE DEP PRCV Chl:::F STI\TED THAT .~LL CASC::S A:l.E 
;::::: 1 ~17 ,/::?T· UP Te D,H::: f.'\~.I~ THAT TH:::RE IS r,'C SE3 IOUS BACK­
LOG. Tf-: P~_03LEf;j ,OF RICE PRICES \~.·AS ALSO DISCUSSC::D ~EF. 
1~·?cq.T'::Q A·'~ [lO:·~EST Ie R.ICE. AT THE CLOSE OF THE \f IS IT 

c:::::~,1 :.lOSSO,\' SHTEr:: THAT HE WAS \/;::::\Y PLEASED TO ~,;OrE THE 
P::CG:-\::::SS Tl..!~T n!I!'.,~I~ ~,!G'A I P''WV Htl.S t·1AO:.I~! !.,LL FI::::LOS. _ 
'? (S) r.:::~~R.~,L ROSSON TH:N CE?_~~TED FORsm.j TIl']H DI ST 
Hrs ·t'H'::?,:: J-!:: ?ECEIVEC ,A. f?:=<, U::FH.lG BY CAPT !<I"«, 015T CHI~F. 
A;T-2~",;" T~rr:: '.-{}i\--l;2F"ITI~ ~E'1-;~ R'GS~Sv~\ nE-r.;V~0T:-B'" -;-:;;-'-\/.1--3-; T'-V:-t~~--- ._ti-. ____ ~ ~---' 
PF PLA Toor,.'. THe: PLATOOl\' !.~·r.::APOf\IS (M1S) \!'.tE~E I :'ISP~-CT:::O A ~\'D 
THE ~-~:::DIC ~'~AS nUESTIONED AS TO HIS K~JO~~:LEOG;:: OF T~E.f\TIf\'G 
!,"OI:~'CS t,MJ HIS MEr::: 1CA.L E"'UIP~E~!T. GEr" HOSSON J.\S[(ED THE 
mou? .... uEST IO~!S ABOUT PA Y, Ul\:1 FORMS, rSSUE OF E~UI P~!jEI\'T 
A~O eE~'::FITS FOR THE) I?, F,!s.~ILIES. GEI\! ROSSON CO~lr'1;::NTED 01\1 
THE: 1[;!PORTAf\'CE: OF Tit rt.ISSIO[\! OF THE PF A~.I!J I\~OTED TI-:::: 
!'EAS\J'1.EASLE STRIDES THEY HAVE MADE Sli'!CE HIS LAST VISIT. 
S. (S) TI-E PARTY THEI'! fJEPARTED FOR TI-£ FORV~AHO CP OF TH::: 
5TH A"\'~J REGT ~f':HERE GEf\! ROSSON V'IAS BR IEFED ON THE CURREf\IT 
nEt1Y SITUATIOl\l. I~I RESPOf\!SE TO A 0UESTlO~i-BY GEN ROSSOI\J, 
THE REGI~1ENTAL CO, LTCOL ~!GHI1\!9 REPORTED THAT THE AV;::P,AGE 
FI::LD STREI\ICTH OF :-lIS BATTALIOf\!S V:AS 51010-550 PER 8f\!. GE~j 
ROSSO~,! STATED THAT THIS \i\:AS Al'! OUTSTAf'DING FIELD STREl'.'GTH 
FOR I~!\! A?V~! 91'1. 
9. (S) THE:: PARTY THEN VISITED THE FIELD LOC!\-
T10r-..' OF THE LITH 13",1 ";TH REG.T. ON ARR IVAL GEN ROSSON WAS 
en IEF:::O E:Y TI-~ sr.! CO ON OPER,HIO~JS Am E~;Er·1Y I~!TELLI­
C::~"CL G::~' ROSSO!\! T!-Ef\! TOURED THE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS OF 
THE SECLR ITY COr·1PANY, GEf\! HOSSON TALKED TO SOL::.! IERS Af\D 
ADVISORS OF THE Sf\! At\'O ASKED QUESTIONS OF A GEf\'ERAL 
~'r~TU7{:::. 01\' DEPAR.T ING THE LOCATION GEN ROSSO~J i\Et·1AR.KED 
THAT TI-[::'8~! AND REGT '/:ERE DOnlG H.' OUTSTAf\iQlhIG JOB Al\lQ WAS 
vtf:lY 1~1?RC::SSIVE. 
1:3. (S) UPO~1 RETfF-N TO CHU LA I GEf\1 ROSSO[\! STATED T!-l.AT HIS 
T?IP -'::AS r~OST BENEFICIAL AND THAT HE INAS IMPRESSED WITH 
THE US ARVf'J M.lO GV~~ FORCES. 1-£ DEPARTED CHU LAI AT 18)121. 
11' (U) \·!:.lIR~1 REGARDS. 
GP-~ , 
(SSO ~IOTE: Or::L 1 \fER OUR I NG IN m K Ir>.!G HOURS) 
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VISIT
THE

DEPUTY PROVINCE CHIEF ON THE OUNNERT STATUS OF THE PROVINGE
AND OBJECTIVES FOR FY 77. GEN ROSSON POSED GENERAL QUES-
TIONS ON THE ELECTION OF VILLAGE AND HAMLET CHIEFS, ON
THE PROVINCIAL PRISON, THE NUMBER OF BACKLOC CASES, AND
THE FRECIENCY WITH WHCH THE COUNCIL OF CASE REVIEWS IS
CONVENED. THE DEP PR CV CHIEF STATED THAT ALL CASES ARE
SEING VEPT UP TC DATE AND THAT THERE IS N°C SERIOUS BACK-
LOG. THE PROBLEM OF RICE PRICES WAS ALSO DISCUSSED REF.
IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC RICE. AT THE CLOSE OF THE VISIT
GEN ROSSON STATED THAT HE WAS VERY PLEASED TO NOTE THE
PROGRESS THAT ALLANG NGAI PROV HAS MADE IN ALL FIELDS.
7. (S) GENERAL ROSSON THEN DEPARTED FOR SON TINH DIST
HCS "HERE HE RECEIVED A BRIEFING BY CAPT KIM, DIST CHIEF.
AFTER THE DRICKING CEN ROSSON REQUESTED TO WISH KITH
PF PLATOON. THE PLATOON MEAPONS (M15) WERE INSPECTED AND
THE MEDIC WAS QUESTIONED AS TO HIS KNOWLEDGE OF TREATING
FOUNDS AND HIS MEDICAL ECUIPMENT. GEN ROSSON ASKED THE
GROUP QUESTIONS ABOUT PAY, UNIFORMS, ISSUE OF EQUIPMENT
AND BENEFITS FOR THE,IR FAMILIES. GEN ROSSON COMMENTED ON
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MISSION OF THE PF AND NOTED THE
MEASUREABLE STRIDES THEY HAVE MADE SINCE HIS LAST VISIT.
3. (S) THE PARTY THEN DEPARTED FOR THE FORWARD CP OF THE
6TH PVN RECT WHERE GEN ROSSON WAS BRIEFED ON THE CURRENT
ENEMY SITUATION. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION1BY GEN ROSSON,
THE REGIMENTAL CO, LTCOL NGHIN, REPORTED THAT THE AVERAGE
FIELD STRENGTH OF HIS BATTALIONS WAS 500-530 PER BN. GEN
ROSSON STATED THAT THIS WAS AN OUTSTANDING FIELD STRENGTH
FOR AN ARVA BN.
9. (S) THE PARTY THEN VISITED THE FIELD LOCA-
TION OF THE 4TH BN 6TH RECT. ON ARRIVAL GEN ROSSON WAS
BRIEFED BY THE BN CC ON OPERATIONS AND ENEMY INTELLI-
CENCE. GEN ROSSON THEN TOURED THE DEFENSIVE POSITIONS OF
THE SECURITY COMPANY, GEN ROSSON TALKED TO SOLDIERS AND
ADVISORS OF THE BN AND ASKED QUESTIONS OF A GENERAL
NATURE. ON DEPARTING THE LOCATION GEN ROSSON REMARKED
THAT THE 'BN AND REGT WERE DOING AN OUTSTANDING J 0B AND WAS

INTERNATIONAL

VERY IMPRESSIVE.
19. (S) UPON RETURN TO CHU LAI GEN ROSSON STATED THAT HIS

RECEIVED
TRIP WAS MOST BENEFICIAL AND THAT HE WAS IMPRESSED WITH
THE US ARVN AND GVN FORCES. HE DEPARTED CHU LA I AT 1650.

5 MARP.
11. (U) WARM REGARDS.
GP-4 1970
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
711
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7EM
TOPSECRETEYESOY FOR ICEEN TOWNSEND INFO LTGE* ZAIS
PROM LTGEN MIGHERSON
FORCE PLANNING
A. COMUSMACV CITE 2940 DTG 051227Z MAR 79 (TS/EYES ONLY)
1. CONCUR IN THE CONCLUSIONS CONTAINED PARA 5 OF REF A
AND STRONCLY ENDORSE SUPPORTING RATIONALE.

THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ARE MADE:2.
RECE!!A. THE ENSPY. S EFFORTS TO DEFEND HIS LAOS LOC'S

AGAINST AIR INTERCICTION AND THE ALL TIME HIGH SENSOR 7 M
ACTIVATIONS 11 THE PANHANDLE (PARA 5.F AND 6.G OF REF A)

1971SHOULD PE HIGHLICHTED IN THE PARA 4 SUMMARY. THESE
FACTORS ARE FIRTHER EVIDENCE OF THE CRITICALITY OF MAIN-
TAINING IN SEA THE POST PHASE 111 LEVEL OF AIR UNITS (TO
INCLIDE USMO) AND THE CURRENT SORTIE RATE AS STATED IN

DETAIL IN PARA 7.F. IN THIS REGARD, IN DISCUSSION THE
REDUCT ICM OF e-52 STRIKES AND FIGHTER/ATTACY SORTIES
(PARAS 5.0 AND 7.F (F) (3)) THE ASSETS OF THE FIRST
MARINE AIRCRAFT WING SHOULD BE CONSIDERED IN ADDITION TO
THOSE OF THE USAF AND USN. THE INCREASED NEED TO EMPLOY
LONG RANGE RECONNA SSANCE TEAMS AND TO SUPPORT THEN BY
AIR IS AN ADCITIONAL VITAL CONSIDERATION IN THIS RECARD.

3. THE ADVANTAGES AND CAPABILITIES OF NAVAL GUNFIRE
AS A SUPPORTING WEAPON, PARTICULARLY IN THE DMZ, SHOULD
FE ADDRESSED. ANY DECREASE OF SHIP AVAILABILITY WOULD
RECURE A CONCOMITANT INCREASE IN MEDIUM AND HEAVY AR-
TILLERY.

C. IN REGARD TO PACIFICATION FR.OGRESS (PARA S.M), IT
SHOULD SE NOTED THAT THE NEW YES DEMONSTRATES THAT WHILE
ICT7 IS MAINTAINING ITS UP / ARD TREND IN SECURITY AND
POL IT ICAL DEVELOPMENT IT IS LAGGING BEHIND THE OTHER CTZ'S
IN SOCIO-ECOMOTIC DEVEL OPMENT. MORE DEVELOPMENT EFFORT
IS NON RECUIRED IN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ARIA IF PACIFICA-
TION IS TO BE SUCCESSFUL.

?. IN SUMMARY, CONTINUED AND ACCELERATED PROGRESS
TO ARDS ACHIEVEMENT OF PACIFICATION AND VIETNAMIZATION
OBJECTIVES IN 10TZ BILL DEPEND HEAVILY CM A FER100 OF
STABILITY FOLLOWING PHASE 111. WARM REGARDS.
CP-4
(SSC NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
407

T HIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY
COPY 50F 5

B-24

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.-' ~ 

__ EAOQUAirERS II 
'" MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

III MAF FORM 5216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE FROM I DATE . 
x - ORIGINATOR CG III MAF f67 MAR 111 ~- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C- COMMENT/RECOMMENDAnoN SERIAL NO/CONTROl DATE k z 4 I - INFORMATION 

JI""II!.~ RECiO S - SIGNATl..ftE P ~1m631 Z MAR 1~ NO -OF 

ROUTE SECnON CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT 
'CG WlEU MEETING 14 MARCH 7~., 

2- OCG :l:..-. <~'/~ Y;J 
I CIS -r:, 3, .>-- REMARK· 

OC/S 
DCSPLAN5 

DISPOSIITON DEPCOROS 
DSA ICTZ 

RETAIN FOR_MONTHS -,,::: SIS 11~ C, [J 

G-I 0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G·4 RETENTION 
G-S SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 . 

ADJ 
AWARDS ~. CAP W-JT ;r, C~rc.;;~ • ." 

CHAP , . 
-l 

CIS , 
COMP 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMOT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
O~D 

PMO 
POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS r r r I~' 

i ~ -, . , . 
RDT8E "-

REPRO 
SJA 

SPLSERV 
" SUPPLY ~. V 1 ";i It'i 

FORMED 0 ., , ' 'I~ ... .. J.~ 'J 

sac 
Tce 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE SICRET 

A-1 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

4.

EADQUA ERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV8-69)

DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
CG 111 MAFX- ORIGINATOR 07 MAR 70A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE

C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION
COPY NO OF 4P 0706312 MAR 70 COPIES REC'DS- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTION INITIALCODEROUTE

IN OUT
WIEU MEETING 14 MARCH 70.CG

of
RsH2 DCG

I/ C/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR_ MONTHSCS/S 1mg

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS

GEM Mc CurcaconCAP
CHAP
CIB

COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV

Y2SUPPLY

15FORMED O
S&C
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

A-8

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 

>" s::: c ~ t=: T /'::Y~S Ur-LY FCQ, r'GE~l TO'~:~ISQl:::; ,FH(;~ LTGE:-': L'ICK'::RSC;\: 
!,~'IEU ~:C:::T I r<G 14 r,~,l\:'1C!'! 197r.: 
10 SI~l""E XXIV SCP,PS ,/., ILL ~,SSLIt:1E RESPOr.!SIi:'!.ILITY FOR I 
rnr.ps Of\! C) J:::\2C:-:, f::::L ZA IS 'r; ILL, OF COURS;::, PE P;1,II"-
'-'1 PAL I r'0':-PS ~TT:-"hL<:" AT TI-'C' -<'O"TL..~y '"' 1<:"11' <:' I S!uccC"ST I~} I H \ ....... '.\, ;'--\ .l_1\L1 ....... ___ • ..:....... iT..!. 1\;1 l.lL ,'J l.-,,-, v,O ....:t..::~_ 

'IT ··'OL~~D ~::: r',pPf(OP:1IATE TO INVITE· LTGEN 1·1CCUTCl-::::Of\1 TO 
ATrr.::r,:=-! TrE "'IEU' S fj.S C('::III ['~AF (I H ,~ STATUS COn:'A~.A8LE 
TO THAT CF Zf, IS 'r:l-::::I',; XX IV ,CQ:1,PS !~AS SU30RD I [\IATf TO II I 
fUl,F) A $ "'SLL AS 1 N HI S SA PA CIT Y A S A Uf\! I S~:::8. V I'e::: FaR C:: 
cC'~,:r'Af'f=:c:.'{. 't·ft,Q.i~ :1EGA::;CS. 

: f'F' -1-1 
(2Sc) ~·'OT:::: DEL IV:::~ DI_;Q.I~Y:: "':OHI<II\)G HOURS) 

nSECRET , J, THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTASiLITYu 

. COpy --J=-OF -#- COP I E8 

DECLASSIFIED 

1 750-!

TC

SECRET /EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON
WIEU MEETING 14 MARCH 1978

SINCE XXIV CORPS WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR10

CORPS ON 9 MARCH, NEL ZAIS WILL, OF COURSE, BE PRIN-
CIPAL I CORPS ATTENDEE AT THE MONTHLY WIEU'S, I SUGGEST
IT "OULD BE APPROPRIATE TO INVITE LTGEN MCCUTCHEON TO
ATTEND THE 'M IEU'S AS CG 111 MAF (IN A STATUS COMPARABLE
TO THAT C F ZAIS WHEN XX IV CORPS WAS SUBORDINATE TO 111
(CAF) AS WELL AS IN HIS CAPACITY AS A. UNISERVICE FORCE
COMMANDER. WARM REGARDS.
CP-4
(S SO NOTE: DELIVER DIRING "ORKING HOUR S)

193

"SECRET, THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY"

COPY 2 OF 4
COPIES

RECEIVED
MARP"MNN

1970

THE

HAS AFFY
SENT

A-8



DECLASSIFIED 

e
c
' 0'" , " MAII_rlltus Fa . 

NFIDENTIAL; '. . til MAt FORM 5216 (lEY 1-69 
... I.TI. co. FIOM I DATE . . I • OIIC' •• TOI CG III MAF 108 MAR'70 

• - ACTlOIl/COGNllAlCf 
C - COMMENT/IECOMMENDATION SEIIAL NO/CONTIOL DATE I COPY fI). 

( Of . :~ CO',U'llC'It 
I - INFOIMATION 081i1i06Z MAR 701 S - SIGNATUIE 

DATE SUlJECT 
ROUTE SECTION (ODE INITIAL 

IN OUT 
M CEO CG .. 

. PCG 
SIt CIS· r MA ~ lEliA,. 

#:i- DC/S ' ., 

DCSPLANS DapQftlc., ,) ~ 

' .. 

DEPCORD5 ..... 

DSA ICTI '. ., . C .. ta1a htr __ tw •.. ' 
. -I.. . SIS 

, C. , 
G-l '. O· ... .,. .niIr ....u.c. 

.. G-2 lehna nr .~..,.., rdMU •• 
G-3 

..y. G-4 A l--. s-u.. ~4 ... ; 

G-~ --

G-6 . 

146eJ l/IL --. AOJ 
,.... teurt.H{-o.J ..-kr7 

AWARDS < { J 

CAP 
CHAP 
C./i-

MARINE .. COMP I"' 0 [I r") r" EYES ONLY '-,'.,...... " 

DENT 
l..,. i \ I .-J 

ENGR 
FOODS HAS BEEN'SENT fSEO 

HQCMDf 
INSP . ' 

MTO 
NJA . , 

OPANAL 
ORO 

\ PMO.· ... 

POSTAl 
PROTO 
PSyoPS 
RDTU 
REPRO 

-
SJA 

SPL SERV 
SUPPLY 
ORMEDO 

SfC . 
TCC (A_IQ) I~T MAJ (USE IEYEISE FCIII ADDITIONAl, _I) ". " 

_. -~ -' - ,' .. , ... , ~ ,,_." ... "" ........ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADOWARTERS

MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
CONFIDENTIAL III MAr FORM 5216 (REV/8-69)

OPERATION COM DATEFROM
X ORIGINATOR 08 MAR 70CG 111 MAFA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
c- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO./CONTROL DATE

OF 3 COPIES RECD
1 - INFORMATION

081106Z MAR 70S - SIGNATURE COPY NO.

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALCODEROUTE SECTION

OUTIN
MCEOCG

DCG
8/ I

3/3
REMARKSC/S I

as DC/S
DISPOSITIONDCS PLANS

DEP CORDS
months.Retain forDSA ICTZ

C.S/S
Destroy after routing.G-1

G-2 Return for permanent retention.
G-3
G-4 A SignatureSection
G-5
G-6

HTHOGEN

ADJ
SECUTCHEONAWARDS

CAP
CHAP
CIB

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS

HAS BEEN SENT
FSEO

HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT E
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

FORMED o
SEC
TCC

A-10SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED



.;(' ~ e 
CONFIDENTIAL, • 

DECLASSIFIED 

teN 1015/0UT 
,1tOM ' 

CG III MAF 

• c A.-, 
- '.-

F~tlE/JMG 

IDA~ MAR 70 

.R'AL. 
10, 3 COPIES RI!CO 081106Z MAR 70 COPYe 

IlINATUM 
aalaCT M CEO DATI 

/I DATI S •• NATURE, 

,ql1~ . J?r-c.' / I / ~_ 
~~ 

-

SIS COpy 1,2,4: , OF 3Wf"'It.~ 

TAPE &: MAT 

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE 
EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 

SHALL SIGN THIS RECc.D 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL FILE/JMGCCN1015/OUT
DATEFROM
08 MAR 70CG 111 MAF

SERIAL #

COPY# / OF 3 COPIES RECD081106Z MAR 70
SUBJECT

M C E 0SIONAT UREDATE

SIGNATUREDATE

militchenMar9

COPY 1,2,& 3 OF 3 COPTESS/S

TAPE & MAT

RECORD OF DISCLOSURE

EACH PERSON WHO HANDLES THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT
SHALL SIGN THIS RECORD

CONFIDENTIAL

A-10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
. '. . . 

.-. ~.~~; ',' ".:". ,', "" ~ - ,:,'.-:-: ,h '-_, 

'" I.O'N,FIDENtIAL' '.' " , ':, :",.' 
': . .. - .' ~ : . 

," : 

, ~ '. " ',.' . 

:;.:. {~ :' ~.: - i: - . .: ,~ 

-. .' , '~.'" ~ .1'· 

; 
. ~~. 

'I, 
·t , 

, ,!' 

:.' 
, " 

, ,rl:~tZi~t1U RHMN4J A~79·3 6671 ~ v.)$""C;cc.c",,;., RUllHF~lt-\ HUi1:'OJi'I PI.; , ' ' 
I., N) CGGCC ' ,C, , , ,," 

~~~hFMA =1- GMt; 
'P ,08.11062: MAR 70 
1~f<1 'CO' U I M(\:f" ; 
-rQ RUHHFt1.1'lICG ,'f.~J!fPAG 
RUEOFIA/CMG at ·l'.: . 

j -

',. Q 

, ' 

". ~ 

~, ',', ' , ' , 

, C' 0 NFl D ~, N t 1 A LniM<INEGORPS EYESCNLYI lIN051lil//" 
',r-rf:fPAC'FORg"COMP'L9 ,CtilC~ rO'R ,con~ fl.S,"3' ;; 

CHi 0 . SlIHVEY OF' REQE-PLOYi'IlE,NT 'PROCEDURr~s UJ~ 
"'A~ 'CG' In· MAF200-41Z0Zr'EEi'70 U:;:o' " 
·8~ , GO f~lF'pt\,C:?2 0:5 nz 'rE 8 70fC) 
c~" CG ri"1FPAC i00~14Z FEB ,10" ~Cl ' ,",' ,',' " 
10' (C): .REFERENCEiA ANNOi.H'~CEn VISIT ,OF SUE:JECT REPHESENY""T'';':' , 
IVES TO 'fHlS"HG'!TfJ~1> STA'iEDS90PEOF SllR:VEY to 8E'CO~Jo. / ' 
DUCTED'f\ND REQUE,$TED.G'UIDANcr ".5"1'0 INF.or~;r~ti1'ION 1'0 ~E / 
r~ADEiW'AILABLEoREF BAN)) c: ADV,ISED ,ThAT !.NFOFmATION I 
RElf~TH~r:f TO' potTCY '!\f\D PROCEDURE FORRE;DISTRIBIH'I CN i)l 
t1!\TEP.-IELBf.l Y ;BE: RELEl~SE1:; FOR~E,(STO NE CARDI,NAl AND' I 

, KEYSTONE BLUE JA'f9 BUT FMFPAC '~)OULD PROVIfJE. YiIlFORr1A'TiH1f\; 
" CONCERNI NG' UNIT i,)ESIG NAT 1 o.r;s 9 .FERSON~jEl' STRE NGTHS A ~JD' 
LOCATIOIS~ ,.. " . , , 

/ 
,~ ,'~ . ~. . 'j • 

-j­

PAGE ',T-vJo. RHrtJt~AFAe7s3,co' NF I DE N T' '1' 'f~ LlJiiCEO/ " 
, '21): (C)· ll\I!1' REF C::'ADOEES' ARr 1~D.V1.SED:tHf-l'r 'GAO' AtiD!'fORS 
, HtF(iRMED:1 HIS, HQTRS 'ON' 5, MAB .70 IHA r SC.OFE C~< SUfi.. " 
'VE,{f.\SCO~JTAI{ijED., HI REFC HAS BEE ~'i EXPA:NDED to: I No 
fliD' " ' " ", ' ," , , " 

Cj,.,y E. , .. I'" .. " " 

, lJ,,&,REVI£\lj' BASIS', FOFL DEC,lS!'ONSFOR ':PERSONNEt ,: 
REt,\SSIGNfo1E N'f.tHTHl N INN" '.. " ," , ,', 

, . B" REV!£I# TRANsPOFrrATloNUT u ... IzED,BY REDEPLOYo 
I NG U (\II 1'S ,,', .. : l' ' ' , _ ,", ' 
" " '.: Co> REV IE!J" PLAN FOR' RE'COVERY I·HiD [ff!t I Z,AT I eN ,: 
OF: ExcEssjAcn.lirIEs,,,' .',' ,', .' , 
t?F'=Q -, 

'b'T, ' .... ,. , 

0193 ': 

1 • ~ , 

. ~ , 

, "'tt' "'1<;: < 

'. f~ : ,~ ~ 
, , 

-.,' 

'" ... : 

,', 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

PTT0ZYUV RHMMAFA0793 0671105-00000=RUHHFMA RUEOFIA.
ZNY CCCCC
RUHKFMA -To CMC
P 08.11962 MAR 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMEPAC
RUEOFIA/CMC
BT
C O N F I D E N I A L/MARINO CORPS EYES ONLY/ //N05741//
FMFPAC FOR: COMPT; CMC : FOR CODE AS-3
GAO SURVEY OF REDEPLOYMENT PROCEDURES (U)

Ao CG III MAF 200460Z FEB 70 (C)
S. CG FMFPAC 2203112 FEB 70 (C)

C. CG FMFPAC 1002142 FEB 72 COY
Is1. (C) REFERENCE A ANNOUNCED VISIT OF SUBJECT REPRESENT

IVES TO THIS HQTRS, STATED SCOPE OF SURVEY TO BE CON-
DUCTED AND REQUESTED GUIDANCE AS TO INFORMATION TO FE

MADE AVAILABLE. REF B AND C ADVISED THAT INFORMATI ON

RELATING TO POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR REDISTRIBUTION OF

MATERIEL BAY BE RELEASED FOR KEYSTONE CARDINAL AND

KEYSTONE BLUE JAY, BUT FMFPAC WOULD PROVIDE INFORMATION
CONCERNING UNIT DESIGNATIONS , PERS ONNEL STRENGTHS AND

LOCATIONS.

PAGE TWO RHMMAFA0793 C 0 N F A L/MCEO,

2. (C) IAW REF C) ADDEES ARE ADVISED THAT GAO AUDITORS
INFORMED THIS HQTRS ON 5 MAR 72 THAT SCOPE OF SUR-

VEY AS CONTAINED IN REF C HAS BEEM EXPANDED TO IN-
CLUDE:

A. REVIEW BASIS FOR DECISIONS FOR PERSONNEL
REASSIGNMENT WITHIN RVN.

B. REVIEW TRANSPORTATION UTILIZED BY REDEPLOY-
ING UNITS.

C. REVIEW PLAN FOR RECOVERY AND UTILIZATION
OF EXCESS FACILITIES.
GP-4

PAGE LOF / PAGES
BT
0793

COPY OF 3 COPIES
FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1.(3/69)

CONFIDENTIAL0101-V04-6601

A-10)
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

"1 .EADQU"E~S • 

'" MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 
SECRD III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE FROM I DATE 
f,39 MAR 7U x - ORIGINATOR CG II I l"1AF A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 

C-COMMENT/RECOMMENDAnON SERIAL NOlCONTROL DATE Icol I - INFORMATION 
P ¢81442Z ~'lAR 70 PVNO 20F 4 COPIF~ ~c'n . s- SIGNA~E 

ROUTE SECnON CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL· SUBJECT SECRET 
IN OUT DEPCOMUS~/IACV V I SIT TO JCTZ 

'CG 6 MAR 70 
DCG 
CIS REMARK 

J DC/S 1. ~. ~". 

DCSPLANS " 
DEPCORDS OISPOSITON 

DSA ICTZ 
~ SIS 7 [J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 
G-5 

SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-B . 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP 

CIS , 
COMP 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HOCMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 

~J 8C-EtJ J;-;V/ PMO 
POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDTSE 
REPRO 

SJA 
SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 
l~ 0 P 1...2_ lJ ~~ ===t~ COPIES ssc 

TCC 
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE 

SECR~1-3 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

IEADQUA ERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

DATEOPERATION CODE FROM
09 MAR 70X- ORIGINATOR CG 111 MAFA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE

C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE
I - INFORMATION

COPY NO 2OF 4 COPIES REC'DP 081442Z MAR 70S- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT SECRET
SECTION INITIALCODEROUTE

DEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZOUTIN
6 MAR 70CG

DCG
C/S REMARK

I 3/9 JDC/S
DCS PLANS

DISPOSITON
DEP CORDS
DSA ICTZ

RETAIN FOR MONTHSS/S
G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD

HAS BEEN SENT

PMO
POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8 E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY

COPIES
FORMED O

COPY 2 OF 4s&c
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

A-ID
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

~ " .~, • 
-P-08,41fiz -~~----- - --- -- ------ --.---­

P',~ CG I I I MA F 
. TO COMUSMACV 

ZEM 

• 

SEC R E T/EYES OM. Y FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON 
s.:: CT IO!\l ONE OF TWO 
OEPCOMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ (, MAR 70 
A. COMUSMACV 3011~Z MAY 1969 
1. (LJ) lAW REF A FOLLOW I NG IS SUBM ITTED: 
2. (Ll) .LTGEN NICI(ERSON A!\l() GENERAL LAM 

GENERAL_ROSSON ARRIVED DANANG BASE OPERATIONS 060935 MAR 
AI\[) WAS rIJE1: BY LTG I'!tCKERSON AND BG MULLER. AFTER V IS IT W tTH 

. GENERAL NIC,<ERSON AT III MAF I-EADQUARTERS, HE 
CALLED ON LTG LAM AT I CARPS HEADQUARTERS. FOLLOW I NG POLICY MATTERS 
~\£RE DISCUSSED: IN RESPONSE TO GEl\iERAL ROSSON'S QUERY RELATIVE 
LENGTH OF PSOF TRA INING CORSE, GENERAL LAM EXPRESSED BELIEF SIX 
\~EKS COlJ'SE WAS LONGER THAN f\!ECESSAR Y FOR A MOUNT OF MIL ITAR Y TR A I N;" 
ING ESSErJf IAL FOR PSDF MEMBER AND 'NAS A HARDSHIP FOR FAMILY MEN 
SI NCE PA Y Dl~ I NG TR A I Nt NG WAS ONL Y ONE HUf\OR[D P I ASTERS DA t L Y. 
GEt,IERAL LAM OBSERVED THAT UNSKILLED LABORERS IN DANANG NOW EARN BE­
TWEEN 300 AND 500 PIASTERS DAILY. WHILE DISCUSSING PSDF GENERAL LA~1 
SUGGESTED USE OF CATEGOR Y TWO ARVN PERSONNEL PARE N M I NOR PHYS I CAL 
LlMITATIOI" PAREN IN SUPERVISORY CAPACITY WITH PSDF ELEMErvrrs. 
GEf\£RAL ROSSON ~lADE f\lOTES ON THIS RECOMMENDATION AND IMJICATED HE 
Y';OULD LOOK I f\!TO T HI S POSS IB' IL IT Y ON RETUR N TO SA I GON. II\! D' SCUS SING 

I 

~08LEM OF OBTAINIf\1G ARVN VOLUNTEERS TO NATIONAL POLICE, GENERAL LAM· 
RECOGNIZED TPAT SOME OF THE TRANSFERS WERE OBTAII\ED UNDER PRESSURE 
AND THAT IT WAS UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT A LARGE VOLUNTARY TRANSFER 
r=qot~ ARVI\! TO NATIONAL POLICE Uf\ITIL Tr£ PAY OF THE LATTER WAS MORE 
FAV~ ABLE. 
,. (S) DA NA NG SPT CMD 

, A. GEf\£RALROSSON ARR IVED AT MAG 16 V IP PAD AT APPROX 1-
MATELY 11510 HOI..JRS, 6 MARCH 19713, WI-ERE HE WAS IVJET BY COLONEL HOMER 
D. S£1ITH, COMMANDIt\G OF'FICER, us ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND,- DANANG. THE 
PARTY PROCEEDED 0 tRECTL Y TO HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY SUPPORT COMMA[\D, 
DAr\JANG. OUR I NG THE TR I P TO THE I-£ADQUAR TERS, GEf\ERAL ROSSON I NO 1-
CATED TMAT HE WAS INTERESTED I N A RUt'DOWN ON THE OPERATIONS OF TI-£ 
COMMAND AND THE STATUS OF THE ARMY TAKEOVER OF THE COMMON SUPPORT 
FUNCT 10 f\JS I N T HE I COR PST A CT I CA L ZONE. 

B. AFTER LUNCH AT TI-£ EM ... ISTED MEN'S' .MESS AT HHD, US ARMY 
SJ~tPP()QT COMMAND, DANANG, GENERAL. ROSSON MADE A QUICK WALK-THROUGH 
INSPECT ION OF TrE FAC IL IT IES AND UPON DEPARTURE COMMEmED THE ~1ESS 
S8-'lGEANT AND THE COMMAND I f\G OFF ICER ON THE EXCELLEf'.lCE ,OF THEIR 
FAC IL IT IE S. 
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P 81442Z
FM CG 111 MAF
TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
S E C R E T/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LTGEN NICKERSON

RECEISECTION ONE OF TWO
DEPCOMUSMA CV VISIT TO ICTZ 6 MAR 70 9 MA
A. COMUSMACV 3011357 MAY 1969
1. (U) IAW REF A FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED:

2. (U) LTGEN NICKERSON AND GENERAL LAM
GENERAL ROSSON ARRIVED DA NA NG BASE OPERATIONS 060935 MARCH

AND WAS MET BY LTG NICKERSON AND BG MULLER. AFTER VISIT WITH
Tg

GENERAL NICKERSON AT 111 MAF HEADQUARTERS, HE
CALLED ON LTG LAM AT I CAR PS HEADQUARTERS. FOLLOWING POLICY MATTERS

WERE DISCUSSED: IN RESPONSE TO GENERAL ROSSON'S QUERY RELATIVE
LENGTH OF PSDF TRAINING COR SE, GENERAL LAM EXPRESSED BELIEF SIX

WEEKS COUR SE WAS LONGER THAN NECESSARY FOR AMOUNT OF MILITARY TRAIN-

ING ESSENTIAL FOR PSDF MEMBER AND WAS A HARDSHIP FOR FAMILY MEN
SINCE PAY DURING TRAINING WAS ONLY ONE HUNDRED PIASTERS DAILY.
GENERAL LAM OBSERVED THAT UNSKILLED LABORERS IN DANANG NOW EARN BE-
TWEEN 300 AND 500 PIASTERS DAILY. WHILE DISCUSSING PSDF GENERAL LAM
SUGGESTED USE OF CATÉGORY TWO ARVN PERSONNEL PAREN MINOR PHYSICAL
LIMITATION PAREN IN SUPERVISOR Y CAPACITY WITH PSDF ELEMENTS.
GENERAL ROSSON MADE NOTES ON THIS RECOMMENDATION AND INDICATED HE

WOULD LOOK INTO THIS POSSIBILITY ON RETURN TO SAIGON. IN DISCUSSING

PROBLEM OF OBTAINING ARVN VOLUNTEERS TO NATIONAL POLICE, GENERAL LAM
RECOGNIZED THAT SOME OF THE TRANSFERS WERE OBTAINED UNDER PRESSURE

AND THAT IT WAS UNREAL ISTIC TO EXPECT A LARGE VOLUNTAR Y TRANSFER
FROM ARVN TO NATIONAL POLICE UNTIL THE PAY OF THE LATTER WAS MORE

FAVORABLE.
3. (S) DA NA NG SPT CMD

A. GENERAL ROSSON ARRIVED AT MAG 16 VIP PAD AT APPROX 1-

MATELY 150 HOURS, 6 MARCH 1979, WHERE HE WAS MET BY COL.ONEL HOMER
D. SMITH, COMMANDING OFFICER, US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, DANANG. THE
PARTY PROCEEDED DIRECTLY TO HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND,
DANANG. DURING THE TRIP TO THE HEADQUARTERS, GENERAL ROSSON INDI-
CATED THAT HE WAS INTERESTED IN A RUNDOWN ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE
COMMAND AND THE STATUS OF THE ARMY TAKEOVER OF THE COMMON SUPPORT
FUNCT IONS IN THE I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE.

B. AFTER LUNCH AT THE ENLISTED MEN'S MESS AT HHD, US ARMY
SUPPORT COMMAND, DANANG, GENERAL ROSSON MADE A QUICK WALK-THROUGH
INSPECTION OF THE FACILITIES AND UPON DEPARTURE COMMENDED THE MESS
SER GEANT AND THE COMMANDING OFFICER ON THE EXCELLENCE OF THEIR
FACILITIES.

#1

A-ID
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

C. FROM ABOUT 1251) HOURS UNTIL 1)20 HOURS, GENERAL ROSSON 
WAS BRIEFED INFORMALLY BY COLO~£L SMITH ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE US 
.6H~Y SUPPORT COMMA I\D , DANAf\1G TO INCLUDE THE LOCATION Af'.D STRENGTH OF 
ITS ELEr<1Et-.JTS F"ROM DOI\C HA TO CHU LAI. IN ADDITION, COLONEL SMITH 
DISCUSSED IN SOME DETA fL TI-£ STATUS OF THE ARMY TAKEOVER OF THE 
CO!"lMOI'! SUPPORT MISSION CURRENTLY BEING PERFORMED BY THE US NAVY. IN 
PAQT IClLAR, GEr.-£RAL ROSSON ASKED OUESTIOf\1S ABOUT TI-£ ORGANIZATIO'-"! OF 
THE ARMY ELEMEKrrs TAKING OVER THE OPERATION OF THE PORT AT TAN MY. 

,I-E 'A:AS ALSO VERY INTERESTED IN TI-E TAKEOVER OF THE DEEP WATER PORT 
OPEQ AT 10 NS AT DA NA I\lG TO I NCL UDE THE T f M I NG THEREOF. COLOf\EL Sl'ilT H 
EXPLA fNED TO HIM THE. PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED ~'\IITH TI-£- MOVEMENT OF THE 
5TH TERM I NAL COMMA f\D FRGr1 oU I NHON TO DA NA NG. COLOf\EL SM ITH ALSO 
INDICATED THAT BILLETING FOR THE PERSONNEL FROM THE 5TH TERMINAL 

COMMAND WOULD 8E A PROBLEM IN THAT THE NSA HOSPITAL AREA, WHERE THEY 
ARE TO BE BILLETED, WILL NOT BE VACATED PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
'FtR. SOr-,II\I£L. I N ADO IT ION, T I-E OPERA T\ ON OF THE POL FA C I L IT I ES I N THE 
DANANG AREA WAS DISCUSSED. THE DISCUSSION INCLUDED THE PROBLEMS 
ASSOCIATED IN ITH THE TAKEOVER OF THE f\.JORTH EAST TANK FARM BY THE US 
A fR FORCE. 

D. GE~£RAL ROSSON STATED THAT HE HAD RECE IVEO nt:' Il\!FOR~1A-
TIOF THAt-'~ 'HA"D COME FOR "Ar..n T~f-H::-NOWFElTr£ 'HAD A G(jOD~-GRA~SP OF 
THE TAKEOVER PLANS Af\D ITS EXECUTION TO DATE. GEI\ERAL ROSSON AI\D 
PARTY DEPARTED n-£ v IP PAD AT MAG 16 AT ABOUT 1340. 
4. (0) 95TH EVAC HOSPITAL' 

C5:I'!ERAL pOSSON VISITED PATIENTS IN THE HOSPITAL FOR. ABOUT 
ONE HOUR. 
GP-ll . 
(SSO ~!OTE DEL IVER D VA I NG WORK I NG HOUR S) 
675 

nSECRET, THIS M~SSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITYu 

COpy ~ OF ~ COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

(', 

DECLASSIFIED

C. FROM ABOUT 1255 HOURS UNTIL 1320 HOURS, GENERAL ROSSON
WAS BRIEFED INFORMALLY BY COLONEL SMITH ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE US
AR MY SUPPORT COMMAND, DA NA NG TO INCLUDE THE LOCATION AND STRENGTH OF
ITS ELEMENTS FROM DONG HA TO CHU LAI. IN ADDITION, COLONEL SMITH
DISCUSSED IN SOME DETAIL THE STATUS OF THE ARMY TAKEOVER OF THE
COMMON SUPPORT MISSION CURRENTLY BE ING PERFORMED BY THE US NAVY. IN
PARTICULAR, GENERAL ROSSON ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION OF
THE ARMY ELEMENTS TAKING OVER THE OPERATION OF THE PORT AT TAN MY.
HE "AS ALSO VERY INTERESTED IN THE TAKEOVER OF THE DEEP WATER PORT
OPERAT IONS AT DA NA NG TO INCLUDE THE TIMING THEREOF. COLONEL SMITH
EXPLAINED TO HIM THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE MOVEMENT OF THE
5TH TERMINAL COMMAND FROM OUI NHON TO DA NA NG. COLONEL SMITH ALSO
INDICATED THAT BILLETING FOR THE PERSONNEL FROM THE 5TH TERMINAL
COMMAND WOULD BE A PROBLEM IN THAT THE NSA HOSPITAL AREA, WHERE THEY
ARE TO BE BILLETED, WILL NOT BE VACATED PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE
PER SONNEL. IN ADDITION, THE OPERATION OF THE POL FACILITIES IN THE
DA NANG AREA WAS DISCUSSED. THE DISCUSSION INCLUDED THE PROBLEMS
ASSOCIATED WITH THE TAKEOVER OF THE NORTH EAST TANK FARM BY THE US
AIR FORCE.

D. GENERAL ROSSON STATED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED THE INFORMA-
TION THAT HE HAD COME FOR AND THAT HE NOW FELT HE HAD A GOOD GRASP OF
THE TAKEOVER PLANS AND ITS EXECUTION TO DATE. GENERAL ROSSON AND
PARTY DEPARTED THE VIP PAD AT MAG 16 AT ABOUT 1340.
4. (U) 95TH EVAC HOSPITAL

GENERAL ROSSON VISITED PATIENTS IN THE HOSPITAL FOR ABOUT
ONE HOUR.
GP-4
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~ CG III MAF 
TO CO~US[Y!ACV 
ITM . , 
SEC RET/EYES ONL Y FOR MGEN TOWNSEI\IO FROM L TGEN 'NICKERSON 
F I NA L SE CT ION 0 F T'N 0 
DEP COMUSMACV VISIT TO ICTZ 6 MAR 70 
5. ( lJ) I CTZ f'.JA T I ONAL POL ICE HO.' 

'IN DISCUSSION WITH LTC TIEP, NATIONAL POLICE REGIO~lAL 
DIRECTOR, FOLL()IJ.1ING INFORMATION DERIVED: 

A. 5; PER CENT OF I CTZ POL I CE ARE AT 0 I STR I CT OR BELOW. 
B. A VAGUE RESPONSE STATING TPAT TRAINING OF VILLAGE ,t 

CHIEFS AT VUNG TAU PAD BEEN HELPFUL IN IMPROV ING RELATIONS BETWEEN 
VILLAGE CHIEFS AND POL I CE ASS IGrED TO TI-£ VILLAGE. 

C. THE ATTITUDE OF POL ICE RECRUITED FROM ARVN IS GOOD 
A~D THEY SEEM TO FREFER IT TO ARVN DUTY. 

D. NO DIFFICULTY WOULD BE ENCOUNTERED IF PHOENIX 
ffiOGRAM WERE MADE A PART OF SPECIAL POLICE, BUT ADDITIONAL MANPOlflJER 
WOuLD PR OBA BL Y BE NEEDED. 

E. 197121 POL ICE EXPANS ION PLAN HAD NOT BEEN PROMULGATED 
TO I CTZ RET 10NAL HO. ' . . 

F. MAIN ffiOBLE~l IS LACK OF SUFFICIENT POLICE TO ASSIGN 
'TO VILLAGES AND THAT SALARY PROBLEM IS NO MORE ACUTE WITH POLICE THAN 
OTHER GVN EMPLOYEES. 

, G. PROBLEMS OF GETT I NG T \-E JOB D ONE AND PR OV ID I NG 
SECtR ITY HAS LEFT NO TIME TO IMPROVE THE POLICEMEN'S WAY AND STANDARD 

. OF L IV I NG. 
H. THE ffiOSLEM OF CORRUPTION EXISTS AMONG THE RANK Af\JO 

FILE OF nNATIONAL ,POLICE BUT INSPECTION TEAMS AN) If'.frEP.NAL SECURITY 
TEAMS ARE HARD AT WORK INVESTIGATII\IG ALLEGATIONS. IN RESPONSE TO RE­
DUCTION OF INCIDENTS BY FREC\UEI\IT ROTATION, LTC TIEP INDICATED HIS 
GENERAL POL I CY OF E NSLR 1 NG POll CE D 10 NOT REMA I N ON J DB OR LOCA T ION 
FOR LOI\GER THAN 4 OR 5 YEARS. 

I. DEPCOMUSMA CV 0 IRE CTED DEPCORDS, I I' MAF TO DISCUSS 
!."IITH CG, XXIV CORPS AI\D OTHER ICTZ CMORS POSSIBLE US ASSISTAf\JCE IN 
CONSTRUCTING EEDED'SUBSECTOR AI\D VILLAGE FACILITIES FOR NATIONAL 
POL ICE. 
6. (U) TERR ITOR tAL FORCES (IN COMPANY WITH LTGEN LA,M, LTC RUMORE, 
DEP CHIEF TF DIV, MAJ CHUOC, CH STUDY DIV I CORPS), 

A. AT CAM HA VILLAGE, DEPCOMUSMACV WAS MET BY COLOI\£L TI N, 
nUANG NAM ffiOVINCE CHIEF, LTC BLAKELY, PROVINCE SENIOR ADvrsOR, AND 
BR IEFED BY MR. M;UYEN HOT, VILLAGE CHIEF, ON PSDF PERSONNEL STRENGTH, 
STATUS OF TRA I Nt ~IQ, AND CURRENT OPERAT IONS. HE TI-£N CIRCULATED 
TI-ROLGH THE PSDF TEAM IN RANk'S AI\D EXAMIF\!ED A NUMBER OF £11-1 RIFLES 
AI'JD M-2 CARBINES. 1-£ TI-£N REQUESTED THE TEAM TO DEMONSTRATE A PATROL 
FORMATION. DEPCOMUSMACV ADDRESSED THE ASSEMB,LED P~DF. COMPLIMEf\ffING 

,Tl-EM Of\! Tft IR EXCELLEl\lT PATROL FORMAT ION AND COI\D IT ION OF WEAPOI"S. 
f-E EMPHASIZED TI-£ I~PORTANCE OF TI-£IR MISSION Af\D THAT I-E \'lIAS COI\!­
FIDE f\!T OF T 1-£ I~ CONT I NUED I MPROVEME f\IT I N AS IL IT Y TO PR OTECT T 1-£ IR 
HOfI'ES AM) H4MLETS. 
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P 98,442Z
MFM CG 111 MAF

TO COMUSMACV
ZEM
S.E C R E T/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN TOWNSEND FROM LIGEN NICKERSON

RECEIVEDFINAL SECTION OF TWO
DEP COMUSMACV VISIT TO 1CTZ 6 MAR 70 9 MARA
5. (U) ICTZ NATIONAL POLICE Ho.

IN DISCUSSION WITH LTC TIEP, NATIONAL POLICE REGIONAL
DIRECTOR, FOLLOWING INFORMATION DERIVED:

A. 53 PERCENT OF ICTZ POLICE ARE AT DISTRICT OR BELOW.
B. A VAGUE RESPONSE STATING THAT TRAINING OF VILLAGE

CHIEFS AT VUNG TAU HAD BEEN HELPFUL IN IMPROVING RELATIONS BETWEEN
VILLAGE CHIEFS AND POLICE ASSIGNED TO THE VILLAGE.

C. THE ATTITUDE OF POLICE RECRUITED FR OM ARVN IS GOOD
AND THEY SEEM TO PREFER IT TO ARVN DUTY.

D. NO DIFFICULTY WOULD BE ENCOUNTERED IF PHOENIX
PR OGRAM WERE MADE A PART OF SPECIAL POLICE, BUT ADDITIONAL MANPOWER
WOULD PROBABLY BE NEEDED.

E. 1970 POLICE EXPANSION PLAN HAD NOT BEEN PROMULGATED
TO 1CTZ RET IONAL Ho.

F. MAIN PROBLEM IS LACK OF SUFFICIENT POLICE TO ASSIGN
TO VILLAGES AND THAT SALARY PROBLEM IS NO MORE ACUTE WITH POLICE THAN
OTHER GVN EMPLOYEES.

G. PROBLEMS OF GETTING THE J OB DONE AND PROVIDING
SECURITY HAS LEFT NO TIME TO IMPROVE THE POLICEMEN'S WAY AND STANDARD
OF LIVING.

H. THE PROBLEM OF CORRUPTION EXISTS AMONG THE RANK AND
FILE OF ONATIONAL POLICE BUT INSPECTION TEAMS AND INTERNAL SECURITY
TEAMS ARE HARD AT WORK INVESTIGATING ALLEGATIONS. IN RESPONSE TO RE-
DUCT ION OF INCIDENTS BY FREQUENT ROTATION, LTC TIEP INDICATED HIS
GENERAL POLICY OF ENSURING POLICE DID NOT REMAIN ON J OB OR LOCATION
FOR LONGER THAN 4 OR 5 YEARS.

1. DEPCOMUSMACV DIRECTED DEPCORDS, 111 MAF TO DISCUSS
WITH CG, XX IV COR PS AND OTHER ICTZ CMDR S POSSIBLE US ASSISTANCE IN
CONSTRUCT ING EEDED SUB SECT OR AND VILLAGE FACILITIES FOR NATIONAL
POLICE.
6. (U) TERR IT OR IAL FORCES (IN COMPANY WITH LTGEN LAM LTC RUMORE,
DE P CHIEF TF DIV, MAJ CHUOC, CH STUDY DIV I CORPS),

A. AT CAM HA VILLAGE, DEPCOMUSMA CV WAS MET BY COLONEL TIN,
~UANG NAM PROVINCE CHIEF, LTC BLAKELY, PROVINCE SENIOR ADVISOR, AND
BRIEFED BY MR. NGUYEN HOT, VILLAGE CHIEF, ON PSDF PERSONNEL STRENGTH,
STATUS OF TRAINING, AND CURRENT OPERATIONS. HE THEN CIRCULATED
THROUGH THE PSDF TEAM IN RANKS AND EXAMINED A NUMBER OF M-1 RIFLES
AND M-2 CARBINES. HE THEN REQUESTED THE TEAM TO DEMONSTRATE A PATROL
FORMATION. DEPCOMUSMACV ADDRESSED THE ASSEMBLED PSDF, COMPLIMENTING
THEM ON THEIR EXCELLENT PATROL FORMATION AND CONDITION OF WEAPONS.
HE EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF THEIR MISSION AND THAT HE WAS CON-
FIDENT OF THE IR CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT IN ABILITY TO PROTECT THEIR
HOMES AND HAMLETS.
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8. AT,94TH RF COMPANY, DEPCOMU'SMACV vVAS BRIEFED BY THE 
OOMPA NY CO ~MA l\]DER, L T TR 1 S, FOLL OWED BY I NSPECT I 01\1 OF THE COMPA NY . IN 
RANKS, EXAMIt\ED EnUIPMENT WITH SPECIFIC Er4PHASIS ON THE MA If-,lTENANCE 
OF M-16 RIFLES, M-79 GRENADE LAUNCHERS, 1'1-60 MACHINE GUN, A!\D FIRST 
AIO ",ITS. f-£ COMMENTED THAT, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF EXCESSIVE OIL, 
CONDITION OF WEAPONS WAS AS GOOD AS ANY HE !-JAO SEEN. DURING DIS­
CUSSION FOLLOWIl\1G BRIEFING, LT TRIS ADVISED DEPCOMUSMACV THAT Or-.,E OF 
HIS MEN W IA RECENTL Y MEO-EVACEO BY U. S. MEOI CAL PERSONNEL COULD NOT 
BE LOCATED AND NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS FOR HIS FAMILY TO LOCATE HIIWI HAVE 
BEE N UNSUCCESSFUL. MAJOR CARDWELL, 0' STR I CT SEN lOR ADV t SOR, STA TED 
THAT HE IS IN0UIR I G INTO THIS ~1AATTER AND FURTHER SEARCH OF U. S. 
MEDICAL FACILITIES IS IN PROGRESS/GEN LAN MENTIONED THAT THIS HAS 
HAPPEI\ED IN A FEW PREVIOUS CASES. DEPCOMUSMACV EXPRESSED HIS COI\;'CERN 
AN) ADVISED THAT WE WILL CONTINUE ACTION TO LOCATE INDIVIDUAL. GEN 

"7-MULLER - COMMENTE'O THAT-Ht- '/IJ lLLISTRECT -HTs MED I CAl. ADV' (SOR- rocoNOucr­
FURn-ERI N0U IR Y. DEPCOMUSMA CV ADDRESSED THE COMPANY IN FOR MA TI 01\1, 
CONGR ATUL AT I NG THEM 0 N THE I ROUT STA N) I NG A CCOMPL I SHi1E t\'T S OUR I NG T t-£ 
PAST EI!;HT MONTHS AND WISHED H-EM CONTINUED SUCCESS. 

C. AT 160TH PF PLATOON, OEPCOMUSMACV MET THE VILLAGE ELDERS, 
WAS BRIEFED BY COL TIN, (JUAf\'G NAM PROVINCE CHIEF, AI\!) 'FOLLOWED A 
SIMIL IAR SEOUENCE, EXAMINING EQUIPMENT, W\Tf\£SSING DETA ILEo 
o I SA SSEMBL Y OF l~!EA PO NS, A NO DISCUS SED PLA T DON DE FE NSES AM) TACT I CA L 
OPERATIONS. EXCEPT FOR EXCESS IVE OIL, WEA PONS WERE EXCELLENT. HE 
TALKED WITH EACH SQUAD LEADER, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF THEIR 
JOBS. HE COI\t;RATULATED THE ASSEMBLED PLATOON ON THE CONDITI,ON OF 
THE IR E 0U I PME I\IT A l\D EXCELLE NT COMBA T RE CORD. 
WAR M REGARDS 
GP-l\ 
(SSO NOTE DEL IVER OUR I NG WORK I NG HOURS) 
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B. AT 194TH RF COMPANY, DEPCOMUSMACV WAS BRIEFED BY THE
COMPANY COMMANDER, LT TRIS, FOLLOWED BY INSPECTION OF THE COMPANY IN

RANKS, EXAMINED EQUIPMENT WITH SPECIFIC EMPHASIS ON THE MA INTENANCE
OF M--15 RIFLES, M-79 GRENADE LAUNCHERS, M-60 MACHINE GUN, AND FIRST
AID KITS. HE COMMENTED THAT, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF EXCESSIVE OIL,
CONDITION OF WEAPONS WAS AS GOOD AS ANY HE HAD SEEN. DURING DIS-
CUSSION FOLLOWING BRIEFING, LT TRIS ADVISED DEPCOMUSMACV THAT ONE OF
HIS MEN WIA RECENTLY MED-EVACED BY U. S. MEDICAL PERSONNEL COULD NOT
BE LOCATED AND NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS FOR HIS FAMILY TO LOCATE HIM HAVE
BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL. MAJOR CARDWELL, DISTRICT SENIOR ADVISOR, STATED
THAT HE IS INCUIRI G INTO THIS MAATTER AND FURTHER SEARCH OF U. S.
MEDICAL FACILITIES IS IN PR OGRESS. GEN LAM MENTIONED THAT THIS HAS
HAPPENED IN A FEW PREVIOUS CASES. DEPCOMUSMACV EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN
AND ADVISED THAT WE WILL CONTINUE ACTION TO LOCATE INDIVIDUAL. GEN
MULLER COMMENTED THAT HE WILL DIRECT HIS MEDICAL ADVISOR TO CONDUCT
FURTHER INQUIRY. DEPCOMUSMACV ADDRESSED THE COMPANY IN FORMATION,
CONGRATULATING THEM ON THEIR OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURI NG THE
PAST E IG HT MONTHS AND WISHED THEM CONTINUED SUCCESS.

C. AT 160TH PF PLATOON, DEPCOMUSMACV MET THE VILLAGE ELDERS,
WAS BRIEFED BY COL TIN, QUA NG NAM PROVINCE CHIEF, AND FOLLOWED A
SIMILIAR SEQUENCE, EXAMINING EQUIPMENT, WITNESSING DETAILED
DISASSEMBLY OF WEAPONS, AND DISCUSSED PLATOON DEFENSES AND TACTICAL
OPERATIONS. EXCEPT FOR EXCESSIVE OIL, WEAPONS WERE EXCELLENT. HE
TALKED WITH EACH SQUAD LEADER, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF THEIR
JOBS. HE CONGRATULATED THE ASSEMBLED PLATOON ON THE CONDITION OF
THE IR EQUIPMENT AND EXCELLENT COMBAT RECORD.
WARM REGARDS
GP-4
(SSO NOTE DELIVER DURING WORKING HOUR S)
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tlHEADQUA~ERS It 
'" MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRn III MAF FORM 5216lREV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE· FROM r DATE . x - ORIGINATOR ~t;. 1J!l; iM A~ /4 /h~ .. '7~ A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE Icop, I - INFORMATION 

/40J "Cit MAlt 76 YNO/ OF iJ"""COPIFS RE'C'D S - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT 12;;1, __ 1 clIlI.z;,{J"'~'e;l;6N .,;7/ 
"CG . 

1U.#~J61I'r,~; #F t1. .. ~_ .... 4 LIT """~ -. 
DCG 
CIS ::c. -1110/ 71" REMARK 

DC/S 
DCSPLAN5 

OISPOSfTON DEPCOROS 
DSA ICTZ 

C RETAIN FOR_MONTHS SIS ~ ~/I- ('~ "-
G-I 

, 
0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 

G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 
G-5 SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 . 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP 
CIB , 

COMP 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
Ol1D 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDT6E 

7 

REPRO .~ r-
" 1iIP': . .. / 

SJA 
,I 

SPLSERV 
.<t 

SUPPLY // 
/ 

FORMED 0 I 

SSC 
TCC ~'.",~.I.' ",',.m 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADOITtalNAL SPACE) 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE 

. 
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DATEOPERATION CODE FROM
X- ORIGINATOR 10 Man 70CG TII MAFA- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/ CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION

COPY NO / OF 5 COPIES REC'D1003392 MAR 70S- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL

Initial Call InConnection winIN OUT
CG .

Assumption OF Command III MAF
DCG

3/11I DC/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR MONTHS3/10 C

y
xS/S

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB

COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8E
REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O
S&C
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)
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A-12
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

MAiMN"E~g.RPS EY~ES ONLY .-' 
~.. ~~- ~ '."' ,~ • COMMUN I CaN CENTER 
'. HEAD~RTERS • 

FORCE lOGISTIC COMMAND 
DESTROY BY BURNING 

PAC DE F1..C NR 'II-III 
ZNY SSSSS 

; PAGE tM£tKEO UPOM RECtlP~. 

P l11339Z MAR 70 
PM CG III "AF 
to CG "'FPAC 

" M AF 'I~, 

at ,,-
SEC R E T/SPECAT/MARIIE coR" •. EYES QJL Y FOR LTGEI BUa FRCII 
LTGEN l'ICCurCHEOI (DELIVER DUI.Ha 101111." HOlllS) 
INITIAL CALLS 11 CONKetlON Jt~TH ASSIIIRr}OI 0' CQtIIMAID III MA' . .... . 
1. ARRIVED IN SAIGON ON 4 MFl"1I All) CAL un 01 GENERALS 
ABRAMS AND ROSSON AID MGEI TO liSE •• ATt,EfI)ED A DINNER I' 
MY HOIOR AT GEN ABRAMS· QTRS ~HAT EVEll •• lURING PRIVATE 
TAI.KS WItH GEN ABRAMS HE SAJDi.ifIE THOtllKr HE 
UIfDERSTOOD "AR INE DOCTIUNE A_.JtiSPEct£Jl~ NEED FOR IT. sut 
HOPED THAT ZAtS AID 1 COlLD want, our A ";iODUS OPERANDI tHAT 
WOULD EISURE MAXIMIZING COMBAt: OPERnlOIS. If[ ALSO stATED 
tHAt HE DID NOT VAll' OIR STA'ts to' BlcpftI' INVOLVED III ANY 
IRANGt.lNB OVER OPCOI. I ASS~O Hut '10· OlE VAS MORE IIITER­
£SlID II PROflOTIIG 1"ICl!IC!~F.· OPERATJONS THAN THE 
IlARI ES. I 'tRIMER STATED I ~IIE£I) WITH tUM COMPLETELY. 
AfIO FURTHER THAT 1 D lD lOT W~ff TO Q IV! ·,tHE PRESS THE 
lPPORtullTY TO PLAY UP ARY AP,AREIIT D'I9~QR£EM!II'tS SErVEEtI 

: •• II, • 
,~ . 

y' •• 

l: . , 
PA8E TWO FL~ Ie 'lI-ell S E C!~ i'I,SPlCAI "CEO 
tHE two SERVICES. ....!,.... ,~. . 
2. ON 5 MARCH I CAL1.ED ON. GEfl.,.tiROWRAt atvEmt ... 61R_ P:<RCE. 
AMBASSADOR COLBY, VADI't ZIIIUWAt'J All) Ltft.A 1.".-"_ 
3. 01 6 "ARCH I CALLED 01 A1Il8A~SADOR 6ElIlt.Itt~_~.').Afj ~ . 
Am NG 1 N THE ABSEICE OF AMBASSADOR BUlKER nO v'AS Oft R&R. a --~ 
SERGER STATED. 'A) tHERE WAS lMPROV!tlEIt"··ll tHE OVER ALL I 
SlfUATIOff 1ft VIETNAM, (8) TH/t·t THE IHlitt GOVERNMENT WAS DOIIG ~ C./) 
A PRmy GOOD JOB, (e) A LQT~~O' IMPRO~.Bf WAS REQUIRED IN h 
THE ECONOMICS SPHERE, AND HE CITED Alltt-SMUGGLIIJG MEASlRES rrl u 
AS A SPECIFIC EXAMPLEI (D) WE HAD ,TO LET THE VI£TNAIIIESE DO ~ ~,' 
MRE AND MORE, All) THEY COlLD', AND. (E) H£ VAS II COMPLEtE '"" .,JI ~ 
AGREEMENT WITH tHE CONCEPT OJ; REDUell1G u.s. PRESENCE II .....,...,.., ~, 
VIETNAM AND THIS INCLUDED aOTff MILItARY ,AIID CIVILIAN. ~ 
4. I ARRIVED Itt DANANa ON TI£ SIXTH, All) THE NEXT TWO DAYS ~ ~ ~.; 
~a.tLED Oft LtG!" LAM.' SSE. LEt,'" LTSEI ZAIS, AID A HALF DOZEN w· u 
orHER u.s. All) VIETNAIIESE OFfiCIALS. tAIS VAS QUICK TO I _ . _il :' 
flUNG UP tHE QUESTION OF MODUS OPERA.n AGAIN, AftD LEFT NO -==, , 
DruBr THAT HE WAS IWTERESTED IN GETTING TO THf. DIVISIOI .' 
UNITS IN PARTIClLAR VIA THE SHORtEST PRACTICAL ROUTE. I i 
tOLD KllWJ THAT WE HAD A DOctltINE ON THESE MATTERS 

f'11Id-~ Dill/! t;1F "Ii ~ II. 8· -A) ~AAI'r IfJ 'AS' . ~~~ ~ j~J~~~ •• '" .... ~ *"~ 

HQ FLC CIS sIS G-I G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT AD" CEO TIE LOC LEGAL MED TRNG 0/580 

ACT/COG - "I- ........ la_:'" 
INFO/ ( tUt 1 ~r~ 

, kur IIt.u 
COORD 

" ~'., ',Si\Lf:;?,R;.2'.~O/~.,'~c'i~~J~J~;""{'~~~'<;.·'"b':'''':'''lC~~$<Ii.,~~i~'·F:;;:·· 
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
N CENTERCOMMUNIC

HEADQUARTERS
FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

DESTROY BY BURNING

; PAGE CHECKED UPON RECEIP.PAC DE FLC NR 011-011
ZNY SSSSS DATE 10MARJO III MAF sa

R1 Lult
P 1003392 MAR 70
FM CG III MAF

(SIONATTO CG FMFPAC
BT

E T/SPECAT/MARINE CORRS EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM
LIGEN ACCUT CHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
INITIAL CALLS IN CONNECTION MITH ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND III
MAF
1. ARRIVED IN SAIGON ON 4 MARICH AND CALLED ON GENERALS
ABRAMS AND ROSSON AND MGE # TOUNSEND. ATTENDED A DINNER IN
MY HONOR AT GEN ABRAMS' QTRS %HAT EVENING. DURING PRIVATE
TALKS WITH GEN ABRAMS HE SAID H THOUGHT HE
UNDERSTOOD MARINE DOCTRINE AND RESPECTED NEED FOR II, BUT
HOPED THAT ZAIS AND 1 COULD WORK OUT A-MODUS OPERANDI THAT
WOULD ENSURE MAXIMIZING COMBAT. OPERATIONS. HE ALSO STATED
THAT HE DID NOT WANT OUR STAFFS TO BECOME INVOLVED IN ANY
WRANGLING OVER OPCON. 1 ASSURED HIM noONE WAS MORE INTER-
ESTED IN PROMOTING EFFICIENCY OF OPERATIONS THAN THE
MARINES. I FURTHER STATED I AGREED WITH HIM COMPLETELY,
AND FURTHER THAT I DID NOT WAST TO GIVE THE PRESS THE
OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY UP ANY APPARENT DISAGREEMENTS BETWEEN

PAGE TWO FLC NR 011-011 S E CIR E. SPECAI MCEO
THE TWO SERVICES.
2. ON 5 MARCH I CALLED ON GEN BROWN AT SEVENTHAIR FORCE,
AMBASSADOR COLBY, VADM ZUMUWAIT AND LIGER SHANG.
3. ON 6 MAR CH I CALLED ON AMBASSADOR BEARES, fbb WAS
ACTING IN THE ABSENCE OF AMBASSADOR BUNKER WHO WAS ON R&R.
BERGER STATED: (A) THERE WAS IMPROVEMENT IN THE OVER ALL
SITUATION IN VIETNAM; (B) THAT THE THIEU GOVERNMENT WAS DOING
A PRETTY GOOD JOB; (C) A LOT OF IMPROVEMENT WAS REQUIRED IN
THE ECONOMICS SPHERE, AND HE CITED ANTI-SMUGGLING MEASURES
AS A SPECIFIC EXAMPLE: (D) WE HAD TO LET THE VIETNAMESE DO
MORE AND MORE, AND THEY COULD, AND (E) HE WAS IN COMPLETE
AGREEMENT WITH THE CONCEPT OF REDUCING U.S. PRESENCE IN
VIETNAM AND THIS INCLUDED BOTH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN.
4. I ARRIVED IN DANANG ON THE SIXTH, AND THE NEXT TWO DAYS
CALLED ON LTGEN LAM, BGEN LEE, LIGEN ZAIS, AND A HALF DOZEN
OTHER U.S. AND VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS. ZAIS WAS QUICK TO
BRING UP THE QUESTION OF MODUS OPERANDI AGAIN, AND LEFT NO
DOU BT THAT HE WAS INTERESTED IN GETTING TO THE DIVISION
UNITS IN PARTICULAR VIA THE SHORTEST PRACTICAL ROUTE. I
TOLD HIM THAT WE HAD A DOCTRINE ON THESE MATTERS
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V'~:IMN'E CO~RPS Eii ONLY , 
= " COMMUN I C.N CENTER 

'- ~~ . HEAD~RTERS • FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND 
DESTROY BY BURNING 

011-01l SEC RET SPE CAT MeEO 
AND THAT 1 WAS A NEW BOY IN COUNT~Y, AS HE KNEW, AND THAT 
1 WOULD DISCUSS tHIS SUB.J£CT FURTHER WITH AY STAFF AND 
REPORT BACK TO HIM AT AN EARL Y DATEo SlN.CE THEN 1 HAVE 
DISCUSSED IT BRIEFL Y WITH SOME OF MY SlAFF AND COMIIIANDERS 
AND INTEND TO PURSUE IT 'lRTHER WITHIN THE NEXT FORTY­
EIGHT HOURS. I FEn QUITE COftFlDENT THAT'WE CAN PROTECT 
nlE DOCTRINE. MAINTAIN THE OPCON, sur AT THE SAME TIMt 
WORK WITH A PlODUS OPERANDI THAT WILl:. GIVE ZAIS THE INFOR{w}A"" 
TION tHAT HE NEEDS WHEN HE N~EDS IT IN QRDER TO MAXIMIZE 
tHE EFFICIENCY OF COMBAT OPERAIONS WITHOUT ABROGAtION 
MY RESPONSIBILITIES IN TH£ POLICY AND DECISION-MAKING AREAu 
50 I I NTEND TO COMMUNICATE W IT'H VOU AS FREQUENTL Y AS 
NECESSARY VIA THIS CHANNEL TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON DEVEL .. 
OPMENTS ON THIS AND ANY OTHE,,·.SUBJECT THAT YOU SHOULD 
BE AWARE OF. WAR" REGARD S.· . 
GP-4 

BT ''''S3*H- "'If It ,~ 
(1147 Two liP "''''0 

~.-
\ 

) 
.:~ 

HQ FLC cIS sIs G-I G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT ADJ CEO TIE LOC LEGAL MED TRNG DISBO 

ACT/COG 

INFOI 
COORD , 

1. 1ST FSR 2100/4 (lO/?7) 
t;: 'i·.I",i,~~:;Ui:.'!.;;ip-;~,-f,:~·> _ ., .. \.,.;> -
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
ON CENTERCOMMUNIC

HEADQUARTERS
FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

DESTROY BY BURNING

011-011SECRET SPECAT MCEO
AND THAT I WAS A NEW BOY IN COUNTRY, AS HE KNEW, AND THAT
I WOULD DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT FURTHER WITH MY STAFF AND
REPORT BACK TO HIM AT AN EARLY DATE. SINCE THEN I HAVE
DISCUSSED IT BRIEFLY WITH SOME OF MY STAFF AND COMMANDERS
AND INTEND TO PURSUE IT FURTHER WITHIN THE NEXT FORTY-
EIGHT HOURS. I FEEL QUITE CONFIDENT THAT'WE CAN PROTECT
THE DOCTRINE, MAINTAIN THE OPCON, BUT AT THE SAME TIME
WORK WITH A MODUS OPERANDI THAT WILL GIVE ZAIS THE INFORMA-
TION THAT HE NEEDS WHEN HE NEEDS IT IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE
THE EFFICIENCY OF COMBAT OPERAIONS WITHOUT ABROGATION
MY RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE POLICY AND DECISION-MAKING AREA.
5. I INTEND TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU AS FREQUENTLY AS
NE CESSAR Y VIA THIS CHANNEL TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON DEVEL-
OPMENTS ON THIS AND ANY OTHER SUBJECT THAT YOU SHOULD
BE AWARE OF. WARM REGARD S.
GP-4

1003397 MAR70BT
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M~R_ ';s., .. a. COMMUNICATION CENTER ••.• 

.. 'P" HEADQUARTERS - '" 

FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND 
DESTROY BY BURNING 

011 -011 5 E eRE T SPECAT MeEO -: 

AND THAT I WAS A NEW 80Y IN COUNT~Y, AS HE KNEV, AND THAT 
I WOULD DISCUSS THIS SUBJEct FURTHER WITH PlY STAFF AND 

REPORT BACK TO HIM AT AN EARL Y DATEo SINCE tHEN 1 HAVE 

DISCUSSED IT BRIEF1.. Y WItH SOME OF MY stAFF AND COMMANDERS 

AND INTEND TO PlRSUi IT FlRTHER WITHIN THE NEXT 'ORTY­
EIGHT HOURS. I FEEL QUITE CONFIDENT THAT' WE CAN PROTECJ' 

tHE DOCTRINE. MAINtAIN THE OPtON. BUT AT THE SANE TIME 

WORK WITH A PlODUS OPERANDI THAT WILL GIVE ZAIS THE INYORflJA" 

TION THAT HE NEEDS WHEN HE HEiDS IT IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE 

IHE EFFICIENCY OF COMBAT OPERAIONS WITHOUT ABROGATION 
MY RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE POLICY AND DECISION-MAKING AREA. 
5. I INTEND TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU AS FREQUENTLY AS 

NECESSARY VIA THIS CHANNEL TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON DEVEL­

OPMENTS ON THIS AM> ANY OTHE~·-SUBiJ£CT THAT YOU SHOULD 
BE AWARE OF. WARM REGARDS. . 
GP-4 
BT ~"'~3,* 11111. 'II 

HQ FLC CIS SiS G-I G-Z G-3 G-4 0-5 COMPT AOJ CEO T/E LOC LEGAL MED TRNG Diseo 
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COORD ~ 
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
COMMUNICATION CENTER

HEADQUARTERS
FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

DESTROY BY BURN ING

011-011SECRET SPECAT MCEO
AND THAT I WAS A NEW BOY IN COUNTRY, AS HE KNEW, AND THAT
I WOULD DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT FURTHER WITH MY STAFF AND
REPORT BACK TO HIM AT AN EARLY DATE. SINCE THEN I HAVE
DISCUSSED IT BRIEFLY WITH SOME OF MY STAFF AND COMMANDERS
AND INTEND TO PURSUE IT FURTHER WITHIN THE NEXT FORTY-
EIGHT HOURS. I FEEL QUITE CONFIDENT THAT WE CAN PROTECT
THE DOCTRINE, MAINTAIN THE OPCON, BUT AT THE SAME TIME
WORK WITH A MODUS OPERANDI THAT WILL GIVE ZAIS THE INFORMA-
TION THAT HE NEEDS WHEN HE NEEDS IT IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE
THE EFFICIENCY OF COMBAT OPERAIONS WITHOUT ABROGATION
MY RESPONSIBILITIES IN THE POLICY AND DECISION-MAKING AREA.
5. I INTEND TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU AS FREQUENTLY AS
NECESSARY VIA THIS CHANNEL TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON DEVEL-
OPMENTS ON THIS AND ANY OTHER SUBJECT THAT YOU SHOULD
BE AWARE OF. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

1003392BT
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TOP SECRE'l 

T I) P SS: eRE r ISPECAr IMARINi! CO:1PS EY£S ONLY FOR' MG/!{l 
THRASt; FRON LTGEN MccurCHEO(; 
FORCE PLANNING (U) 
A. CG lSTMAW MSG 110815Z MAR 10 ers) 
8. CO~W1ANr:ER SS;VE.:NTtI All"{ FORCE MS(l 0937~lZ !Vll~R 70 (3) 
1. 1 AonEE THAT IF DOTH FnG/) tUIZJG ANi) ROTAR'( ~JH~'3 AIRCRAFT 
ARE ~~r:QUI~[D H~TH[ AVIAfION EL.Er'iENr OPA ,llAIUlv! BRIGADE, 
AND IF If I.S PLMH~ED TO OPE~~AT~ THEM O!~ two lS£PARATEF'ItLOS, 

. nlO AIR GROUPS SHOULD BE ,HWl.UDED HITHIf~ THE MA3 
ORGANIZAlION. . 
2. IN r:-rE CASE UNDER CONSIDE,1ATION, HO~'EVER, 1 BE.LIEVE 
THAT SINGL~ SItING IS 80TK PRACTICAL AND POSSIBLE. 1 
VISU.·U.IZE THAT omt COMPOSITE AIR 3ROU? CJM51STIUG OF rwo 
J2T SQUAQRONS, Ot'lE IDli'I'J AND ONE !-1M!..,. TO INCLUDE BOTH 

.. 

. - .~ 

uLICt;S ANi) GtHl SHIPS, PLUS A 0E1AcaMENT OF OIJl0S UlD CH53S PROdr.SLY 
CONstlrlJr:r THE LARGEST AIR ELENEt~l THiU I;JOtiL.1) 8E ASSIGNED 
TO THE BRIGADE, 1 '.\~J'!JLD LIKE YOU ra IfNESl!G4~rE AND 
ANALYZE lHE PRACilCAaILITY OF BEDDING THIS FORCE DOWN IN 
THE P~iEss~n [tUm-! 1 SPACE~J. ?IJHIHER 7iEQUESr THAr YOU 
~EP(l;1l 5ACtr \~'Hp.'r YOU COf~SIDKn T~E MAJOR PR;)BLEM5 t10ULO 
~~: MID TO IDENTIFY fHE 530Ftr FALl.S OR CvrJST~JU'''lr5 nf#H \lJCULD 
PRECLUDE ~6nlTflHnnG MlD OPE:1AtINCl T~IS r~I){E:) I3M~ OF AIR­
CRAFT l~ CHi P~CSENI MAG-li SPACES. IF fH£ A~A!"YSI3 
!NDICATSS 1:IAl THE. Pt\VPOS~J 3{,0 IHLL. wrr FIr '. t;iEN Il)E~~" 
!I;<'Y ~JHAr SPECIFIC i'JU~laZ;RS A~D "~O;HL.S OF AI~~(;"AI'"T, SOTH 
rI'X::D NING ArJD itOl'A~tY \HrlG, CO!Jl..D !!sE ACCJ;'l~(1)A'fED • 
.3. liEF 8 aE.~RS OiJ THIS SUBJECr, ALTHOUGH SeVE!,TH AIR 
FORCS IS GOING ON ftt:corm 1~E0:JgSrH~G ANY SPACES VACAtED 
H~ DAMAltl 8~: :y1A:1E: t;VAIl,ABU: TO THEM, I 8:£LI£\JI~ 'THAT 14£ 
CAN M~KE A CASE RETAINING p~Rr JF ou~ 'ACIlIII~S SlNCi 
'~E ·f·nu. VACATE MID M~f(E: AVAILABLe f)THER F"4CILI'fIEZ ,BOT4 
AI 1M NMJG Aim ;Vll-\;iBL2 ;\lournAI~\i. vtHh'1 itEAGRDS.t 
3P"4 
SSG NOrE:: (DELIVER DURl NG \,IORKIUG HOU:1S) 
3;'::4 
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P 130855Z ZFF-1
FM CG III MAF

TOP SECRETTO CG, FIRST MAW
ZEM
T 0 C T/SPECAT/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR MGEN
THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING (U)
A. CG ISTHAW MSG 1103152 MAR 70 (TS)
B. COMMANDER SEVENTH AIR FORCE MSG 0937612 MAR 70 (3)
1. I AGREE THAT IF BOTH FIXED WING AND ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT
ARE REQUIRED IN THE AVIATION ELEMENT OF A MARINE BRIGADE,
AND IF IT IS PLANNED TO OPERATE THEM ON TWO SEPARATE FIELDS,
TWO AIR GROUPS SHOULD BE INCLUDED WITHIN THE MA3
ORGANIZATION.
2. IN THE CASE UNDER CONSIDERATION, HOWEVER, I BELIEVE
THAT SINGLE SITING IS BOTH PRACTICAL AND POSSIBLE. I
VISUALIZE THAT ONE COMPOSITE AIR GROUP CONSISTING OF TWO
JET SQUADRONS, ONE HMM AND ONE HML, TO INCLUDE BOTH
SLICKS AND GUN SHIPS, PLUS A DETACHMENT OF OVICS AND CH533 PROBABLY
CONSTITUTE THE LARGEST AIR ELEMENT THAT WOULD BE ASSIGNED
TO THE BRIGADE, I WOULD LIKE YOU TO INVESTIGATE AND
ANALYZE THE PRACTICABILITY OF BEDDING THIS FORCE DOWN IN
THE PRESENT MAG-11 SPACES. FURTHER REQUEST THAT YOU
REPORT BACK WHAT YOU CONSIDER THE MAJOR PROBLEMS WOULD
BE AND TO IDENTIFY THE SHORT FALLS OR CONSTRAINTS THAT WOULD
PRECLUDE MAINTAINING AND OPERATING THIS MIXED BAG OF AIR-
CRAFT IN THE PRESENT MAG-11 SPACES. IF THE ANALYSIS
INDICATES THAT THE PROPOSED BAG WILL NOT FIT, THEN IDEN-
TIFY WHAT SPECIFIC NUMBERS AND MODELS OF AIRCRAFT, BOTH
FIXED WING AND ROTARY WING, COULD BE ACCOMMODATED.
3. REF a BEARS ON THIS SUBJECT, ALTHOUGH SEVENTH AIR
FORCE IS GOING ON RECORD REQUESTING ANY SPACES VACATED
IN DANANG BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THEM, I BELIEVE THAT WE
CAN MAKE A CASE RETAINING PART OF OUR FACILITIES SINCE
WE WILL VACATE AND MAKE AVAILABLE OTHER FACILITIES BOTH
AT DA NANG AND MARBLE MOUNTAIN. WARM REAGRDS,
GP-4
SSO NOTE: (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
334
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DECLASSIFIED 

1. IHS: P'jLL(litUt~G :iS3:3AOS 1 n ?1?!3~20 rpn yo:.m I :;&"0: 
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1308562 ZFF-1
FROCE III MAF

TOP StoreTO CG FIRST MAV
Zail
TUPSEC RE T/EPECAT ECXLUSIVE FOR 1020 ENRASH FROM LIGEN
SCOUTCHEON
SEA TDS INTERFACE
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO:
QUOTE
R 1102432 WAR 73
₽ COMUS: ACV
TO RUMIKD/CINCPAC
INFO RUHEADA/CINCPACNS
RUHKEAA/CINCPACT

PMPPAC
RUSSA/CO III NAF IIEN SA VII

RUSVGAA/7AF TENCIN
I 0 $ E. C REI 11625 (JS) 7F FOR DOCC & TACC-#F
3020: SEA TOS IMERFACE (ii)
REFS A. NSG, CINCPAC DTG 280013Z JAW 7€ (TS)
1. (TS REFERENCE A TASKEFFACV TO COORDINATE DETAILED PLANNING
OF INTAINING SEA TDS INTERFACE BY RETAINING TOCC AT TACC-NS
UPON DEPLOYMENT OF MACROS FOUR.
2, (TS) REFERENCE D ASKED 7AF AND ce III NAF TO PREPARE AND SUDMIT
DETAILED PLAN FOR TDCC RETENTION DY 1: APRIL TO.
3. (TS) DURING A MEETING HE AT IACC-NS ON 9 MAR 70 BETWEEN
7F (TACC-NS), CG III MAP (1ST MAY AND MACU JG REPRESENTATIVES,
IT WAS REQUASTED BY BOTH AIR FORCE AND MARINE CORPS PARTICIPANTS
THAT THE TOP SECRET SECURITY CLASSIFICATION ASSOCIATED WITH THE
SEA TOS TDCC RENTENTIN BE REDUCED 10 ALLOW MIDER RANGE OF
PLANING ACTIVITIES, CV CONCURS WITH THE DESTRABILITY OF THIS
PROPOSAL ASD THEREFOR REQUESTS THAT CINCPAC REVIEW SEA 195
INTERFACE AND TDCC POWTECTIM SECURITY CLASSIFICATION IN LIGHT
OF THE NEED FOR VIDER INFORMATION DESSENINATION
GP-4
UNQUOTE. WARN REGARDS.
GP-4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
395
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p~ YMRLKI Y~RLKV 
DE YMRLKQ 3 e120656 
P IH"1t Z"-I 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
F:? CG I II MAr ' \ 
to eG' FIHST ~lAW l[O~ S' t~rl;.l~:--I-
co F'lRSr Mt.RillV '-l ~ 'V l.... 

ZEft' I 

11 

TOP S :~ C R Z r /SP£CAT EXCLUSI VS FO.;:t I'Il\3EN THRASH AfH) j~GEN 
\.JIU.E.tER F:iQ;·, trG[~} r1cclJTCI{?:ON . 
LOGISTIC CONCEPf FOR 'PHASE. IV Rf::OEPLOY1'I!E1U (;» 
·1. tHE fOl.LOl:JHiO N!SSAGI! IS P,~GS.i;t) FC)}l Y::JU I;~F:): 
P 112001Z MAF 7! ' 
Fi'l CG F' ,1JrPA C 
T:l RUEOFIA/CMCINFO RU~LMPA/CG III i~~F' 
HU1>11,.MPA/CG FI..C 
TOP S £ C RET SPECAl EXCLUSIVE 'FOR GEi~ CHAPMA(~ INFO 
LTGEN NccurCliZ;OU AND SSEN ?AnALINOF';~OM LTGEi'l BUSS; 
MARINE CORPS EYES Ot~LY 11~~G000011 
DELIVER Dwn NG WOR\( INO HOURS 
LOGISTIC COl;CEP'r FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT (S) , 
1. as) SUBJECT TO YOUR CONCU~Ra:NCE. 1 P~OPOSE TO EMPLOY 
THE FOLLOWING GENERAl. 1..0utSTIC CONCEPT IN ES'fABLISHING 
SPECIFIC PLANNI NG G U1 DELINES FOR THE MOVEMENT OF SUPPLIES AND 
E(\UIP DURHIG THE INPENDU1G PHASE IV REDEPl.OYMEtH OF MARINE 
CO~PS FORCES ;RO~ RVN. ' 

Ii. 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MMJ UNITS SCHEO;JL.ED FOR REDEPLOY-
~j1ENT DURING PHASE IV WILl.. R£OEPlOY tnTH ALi. or4·!1A~lO SERVICE-
A.SLE AND UNSERVICr.ABl.E REPARABLE r IE-T 1ft Al.t.I:J\IAUC£S, ALL 
INOIVlnUAL EQUIP "tr:APOiiS,AUTH MEDICAl. AND Uic.:rnAl. 
4lLOt.,lANCES AU!) ALL. ON ... HA~lD Of' STOCK'G L.ESS CL!~SS {). 111 (~UL.K I 
orWMf1ED), V(~1) AN!) V(A) f'1ATEiUE'.L. AImLESS S?ifi:CIA1.. SOUTHEAst 
ASIA CLOTHING ;llOl'lH nu: HArm.S OF TROOPS. 

B; t.lL SPECIAL ALL.Oi!}ANCE (! Ii!. P-49Gk1 AND T I~ P"'491~~) 
EQIP A3SEtS HZl.D BY R?:OE..PLOYHlG 1ST r1ARilIV AND 1ST l!1AW wars, 
FJ..C Et~!) 1'f£{Yl f"JAINrE~'JAtJC£ FL.O·Af AS5B:T3 AND FLC £tm ItEM srOCK 
A~5Ers WIl.L 3£ SCREEtiE:D/REDISTRIsu'r;:;) ElY CG 111 MAF to FILl.. 
tIE AND CLM3S VII MO/r.lOA !')ZiTICISt~cn:3 OF T:tE FOlLO~lNG LHHts 
ON THE PRIJ?iITV SHOtm BELOJf~ f_J:Q.?r"'flt~Sg,_J .. V~~~L .ED _~~~D_tv~ _( .. t,_ 

,. ---fsr'MAw[~tlfF'), 3:1 FSR, lST' MAlA U:Hl's T1EOEPL~YlNG TO ox! AND· 
JAPMi DU~I(~G IV, IS! r1AiUNE. aRIGADE, 1ST t'IIAfWlV UNITS 
REDE;Pl..OYING to tUDPAC DaR1i~G PHASE: IV, lSI MARDIV A~O 1ST MAW 
UNITS .:1EDEPLOYH~G TO E.ASTPAC DURliJG PHASE IV, 5TH MES, 3D MA~. 
5TH 'SR ArJD FORCE TROOPS FMPPAC, 441. SPSCIAL AL.L.OWANCE, END 
ITEM i"lAHHENA!lCE FLOAT AND E.ND reEf" !nOCK f;\WIP ASS£IS EXCESS 
TO RE~R OrAF'Of~r1t:~TI0NE\) UI'HTS WIL.L 8E PREPA.RED F'ORSHIP" 
i1E!lf IHm STAGEO ay nm: HOLOli~G u:~ns. fHESE E}(CE:SSE~Ul? 
ASSEts WiL.L BE RETROGR~7)U:D 10 CONUS PDq iU!IUfW TO STORES SYSTEM 
ON REDEPLOYING OR OPPORTUNE AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIPPING AND 
PStS. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

PP YMRLKI YMRLKV
DE YMRLKQ 3 0720856
P 1308572 ZFF-
FM CG III MAF

TOP SECRET
TO CG FIRST MAW
CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEM
T 0 C R Er T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH AND MGEN
WHEELER FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON
LOGISTIC CONCEPT FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT (5)
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOU INFO:
P 1120012 MAF 7f
FM CG FMFPAC
TO RUEOFIA/CMCINFO RUMLMPA/CG III MAF
RUMLMPA/CG FLC
T 0 P S E C R E T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR GEN CHAPMAN INFO
LIGEN MCCUTCHEON AND SGEN PADALINO FROM LIGEN BUSE
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY //N00000//
DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS
LOGISTIC CONCEPT FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT (S)
1. (IS) SUBJECT TO YOUR CONCURRENCE, I PROPOSE TO EMPLOY
THE FOLLOWING GENERAL LOGISTIC CONCEPT IN ESTABLISHING
SPECIFIC PLANNING GUIDELINES FOR THE MOVEMENT OF SUPPLIES AND
EQUIP DURING THE INPENDING PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT OF MARINE
CORPS FORCES FROM RVN.

A. 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAV UNITS SCHEDULED FOR REDEPLOY-
MENT DURING PHASE IV WILL REDEPLOY WITH ALL ON-HAND SERVICE-
ABLE AND UNSERVICEABLE REPARABLE T/E-T/A ALLOWANCES, ALL
INDIVIDUAL EQUIP WEAPONS, AUTH MEDICAL AND DENTAL
ALLOWANCES AND ALL ON-HAND OP STOCKS LESS CLASS a, III (BULK/
DRUMMED), V(W) AND V(A) MATERIEL AND LESS SPECIAL SOUTHEAST
ASIA CLOTHING NOT IN THE HANDS OF TROOPS.

a. ALL SPECIAL ALLOWANCE (T/E P-4960 AND T/E P-4970)
ECIP ASSETS HELD BY REDEPLOYING 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW UNITS,
FLC END ITEM MAINTENANCE FLOAD ASSETS AND FLC END ITEM STOCK
ASSETS WILL 3E SCREENED/REDISTRISUTED BY CG III MAF TO FILL
I/E AND CLASS VII MO/MOA DEFICIENCIES OF THE FOLLOWING UNITS
(IN THE PRIORITY SHOWN BELOW), POST-PHASE IV MAB, ED MARDIV (-),
1ST MAW (REAF), 3D FSR, 1ST MAW UNITS REDEPLOYING TO OKI AND
JAPAN DURING IV, 1ST MARINE BRIGADE, 1ST MARDIV UNITS
REDEPLOYING TO MIDPAC DURING PHASE IV, 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW
UNITS REDEPLOYING TO EASTPAC DURING PHASE IV, 5TH MEB, 3D MAW,
5TH FSR AND FORCE TROOPS FMFPAC, ALL SPECIAL ALLOWANCE, END
ITEM MAINTENANCE FLOAT AND END ITEM STOCK EWUIP ASSETS EXCESS
TO REOR OF AFORMENTIONED UNITS WILL BE PREPARED FOR SHIP-
MENT AND STAGED BY THE HOLDING UNITS. THESE EXCESS EQUIP
ASSETS WILL BE RETROGRADED TO CONUS FOR RETURN TO STORES SYSTEM
ON REDEPLOYING OR OPPORTUNE AMPHISIOUS ASSAULT SHIPPING AND
MSTS.

4
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• 
c. ~Lt IS DAYS A'rt~-sTART or PHASE IV, FLC WILL 8£ 

DHlECTED TO CEASE REPl.ENISHMENT BUYS AND ZERO our THE REQUISITION­
IN~ OSJE:CTIVE eRO) ONALt. MARINE CORPS SOURCl~ CODED ITEMS EX- . 
CEPl DPI CONSUMA9t.ES AND CO~MERCIAL V£HICL! REPAIR PARTS. UPON 
ACTIVATION 1'0 THE LOGISTIC SUPPORrFKOUP (L9G) TO SUPPORT THg 
POST-PHI\SE IV :'1AF, FtC ~!ll.L CEASE~ I!L.L OTHER REPLE;USHMEiH BUYS 
AN' UNITS WILL BEGI~ REQUISITIONIj3 FROM FLC O~ A FILL OR PASS 
TO 3D PSR BASIS ON MARCORPS SOURcE CODED ITEI1S. LAtE UJ 

--~---THA5E> tv. A~rfJftrr-~ 11:E~ttr-sn~LL e~: :JU8MTf-nfl--fllitEi:Tty·~~~ - - -- - - __ .c-_ 

TO 3) FSR f AND FLO WILL B[GIN ROLL-UP AcrIO~s. AT THIS 
THiE, ALL FLCON-HAtW OP/ stOCKS tHU. flE MADE AVAL TO FILL 
J'tn/MOA REo.?i 0;: nfE FOl.1.0tHUQ U;\JltS <I~ PIHOFU1Y,.S:iO~m IjELO!i)f 

. POST-PHASE IY MAo, SD itlA;iDlV (1) JIST l'i1A.R (RB:AR). 3D F'SR, 1ST 
!"IAv] UNITS I~£DEPLOYING 10 OK! AND JAPtali :JURING ?HASE IV, 1ST 
MAROIV U~ITS REDEPLOYl :H3 TO MIIJPAC OURING PHASE IV, 1ST MARDIV 
AND lSI MA~ UNITS aEDEPLOYtNG TO ZAsr~AC aURING PHASE IV, PJlXr 
SERV 8N 5IH "EB AND 5TH FGR. 

o. NON-fAN GARRISON Pt10PERIV IrJO rI ... n:C1-UH CAl. COLLATERAL 
£~UIP ASSETS HEl.D BY UNITS REDEPLOYING OURI i~G PHASE J V WILL BE 
SCHEENltD BY CG III i1AF AGAINST POST-PHASE IV !·1AB4: 
MARCORBASES WESfPAC, ~CAS K;~NEOHE AND COMCA8t1'£sr ALLOwANCE 
DEFICIENCIE!J, I~l THAT QRDER OF PRIORITY t ANi) ZlEDISTRUlUfED ACCOR!)" 
INGLY, ALL GARRISON PR()PERTY Af~D COL.LATERAL EQUIP ASSETS EXCESS TO 
itEQR OF FM;PAC UNITS L.ISIED ABOVE IHIlL at: MADE AVAL. FOrt 
FURTHER HEDIsrRIBUTION, ~!nHIN TH£ NARll~[ CORPS AS CMC t'1AY 
DIRECT. ..' 

E. ALL Fl,:C Sliop sro RES "ISSl:rs ~HI..L. 3£ tORN,Eo-oven to neE 
POST PHASE IV MAO LSG FOR SUPPORT OF FORCES REMAHHNG IN-COUNTRY. 

F. SECJNDARY DEPtH ~;::PARABL.ES \'JILL BE REDISTi:UaUT£D TO 
SATlSFY SXISrlNG '1IESIPt.JG rU::~~/DE7rCIE::~CH:S. ltJ VIEW OF SHORT 
TIME FRM:eSENVISIOrJSO FOR PHASE tv R2.0EPLOYit:tENT tIT IS 
nECOt"}t'I)f.ND:!) THAi AUIHOIUTY BE GRA~rED TO RErURi~ EXCESS SECON­
DARY DEPOT R~PARAaL!S DIRECTLY 10 MeSe BARSTOW WITHout paIOR 
R:rPORrH~G to MeGA PrlILA. 
2. crs) IF T.HE conCEPT OUfLINl!:D It~ PA \t 1. ABOVE IS APPROVED 
AND TftCTICAL SlfUATION?El1MITS, 1 P~JP03E TO 2MBARK THE .'fJAX!!1UM 
NU:'lBEH OF TROOPS AND RETROG1ADE CARGON O{v NAVAL AMPHIEHOflS/SHIPPING 
Ul'ILlZH~G ORGANIZATIONAL. lnur LOAVINS r~C!iNIG'JUES IN QRDER TO . 
PRESERVE !1t!XU1Ui'imUT ·lNTEGRtTY. :tiH1AI~lNG P£RsOt~m::L WOULD BE 

. AIRLIFTED TO CONUS. MAKINGMAXIMlJ~ UTILIZAfIO(i OF EXIS[ING NAC 
CHANNEL/SAAM AlliCRt\FT. THE FtEMAIlHrmCA~GO~lLJ..Si.: OFFERED ro MSTS • 
.5. (U) YOU CONCURRENCE/COMMStns m: THE CQ'\1CEPr OUTLINED 
HrPMR-r- tHlD 2. Atie t1el"$ - iW~tl~'f-Ef}#" 'Jlm::~"~G-It RfH;.­
GP-4 
UNQUOTE 

2. ! DESIRE TO INCLUDE THIS rOPle AS A DIXCUSSION Ifi::/1 
AT MY FIRST WeEKLY COMMAND£R·S co~tRENCE ON 
1®NOAY, IS ·MARCH 1970 HERE AT CAMP HASKINS, W,A.Rl'J REGARDS. 
GP-4 
(SSO NOTE & DELI VE R ;)UR1 NO WORKHJG HOURS) 
908 
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C. NLI 15 DAYS AFTER START OF PHASE IV, FLC WILL BE
DIRECTED TO CEASE REPLENISHMENT BUYS AND ZERO OUT THE REQUISITION-
ING OBJECTIVE (RO) ON ALL MARINE CORPS SOURCE CODED ITEMS EX-
CEPT DPI CONSUMABLES AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLE REPAIR PARTS. UPON
ACTIVATION FO THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FROUP (LSG) TO SUPPORT THE
POST-PHASE IV MAF, FLC WILL CEASE ALL OTHER REPLENISHMENT BUYS
AND UNITS WILL BEGIN REQUISITIONING FROM FLC ON A FILL OR PASS
TO 3D FSR BASIS ON MARCORPS SOURCE CODED ITEMS. LATE IN
PHASE IV. ALL UNIT REQUISITIONS HILL as SUBMITTED DIRECTLY
TO 30 FSR, AND FLC WILL BEGIN ROLL-UP ACTIONS. AT THIS
TIME, ALL FLC ON-HAND OP STOCKS HILL BE MADE AVAL TO FILL
MO/MOA REQ3 OF THE FOLLOWING UNITS (IN PRIORITY SHOWN BELOW)
POST-PHASE IV MAB, 3D MARDIV (1), 1ST MAR (REAR), 3D FSR, 1ST
MAW UNITS REDEPLOYING TO OKI AND JAPAN DURING PHASE IV, 1ST
MARDIV UNITS REDEPLOYING TO MIDPAC DURING PHASE IV, 1ST MARDIV
AND 1ST MAN UNITS REDEPLOYING TO EASTPAC DURING PHASE IV, PJZXT
SERV BN 5TH MEB AND 5TH FSR.

D. NON-TAM GARRISON PROPERTY/NON-TECHNICAL COLLATERAL
EQUIP ASSETS HELD BY UNITS REDEPLOYING DURING PHASE IV WILL BE
SCREENED BY CG III MAF AGAINST POST-PHASE IV MAB4:
MARCORBASES WESTPAC, MCAS KANEOHE AND COMCABWEST ALLOWANCE
DEFICIENCIES, IN THAT ORDER OF PRIORITY, AND REDISTRIBUTED ACCORD-
INGLY, ALL GARRISON PROPERTY AND COLLATERAL EQUIP ASSETS EXCESS TO
REQR OF FMFPAC UNITS LISTED ABOVE WILL BE MADE AVAL FOR
FURTHER REDISTRIBUTION WITHIN THE MARINE CORPS AS CMC MAY
DIRECT.

E. ALL FLC SHOP STORES ASSETS WILL BE TURNED-OVER TO THE
POST PHASE IV MAB LSG FOR SUPPORT OF FORCES REMAINING IN-COUNTRY.

F. SECONDARY DEPOT REPARABLES WILL BE REDISTRIBUTED TO
SATISFY EXISTING WESTPAC REOR/DEFICIENCIES. IN VIEW OF SHORT
TIME FRAMES ENVISIONED FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT, IT IS
RECOMMENDED THAT AUTHORITY BE GRANTED TO RETURN EXCESS SECON-
DARY DEPOT REPARABLES DIRECTLY TO MCSC BARSTOW WITHOUT PRIOR
REPORTING TO MCSA PHILA.
2. (TS) IF THE CONCEPT OUTLINED IN PAR 1. ABOVE IS APPROVED
AND TACTICAL SITUATION PERMITS, I PROPOSE TO EMBARK THE MAXIMUM
MUMBER OF TROOPS AND RETROGRADE CARGON ON NAVAL AMPHIBIOUS/SHIPPING
UTILIZING ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT LOADING TECHNIQUES IN ORDER TO
PRESERVE MAXIMUM UNIT INTEGRITY. REMAINING PERSONNEL WOULD BE
AIRLIFTED TO CONUS. MAKING MAXIMUN UTILIZATION OF EXISTING MAC
CHANNEL/SAAM AIRCRAFT. THE REMAINING CARGO WILL BE OFFERED TO MSTS.
3. (U) YOU CONCURRENCE COMMENTS ON THE COMCEPT OUTLINED
IN PAR ABOVE IS REQUESTED. WARN REGARDS.
GP-4
UNQUOTE

3/4
2. I DESIRE TO INCLUDE THIS TOPIC AS A DIXCUSSION ITEM
AT MY FIRST WEEKLY COMMANDER'S COMFERENCE ON
MONDAY, IS MARCH 1970 HERE AT CAMP HASKINS, WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
900
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SEC ~ ~ r WAC 3243 ~V!S ONLY 
GUB~Cr: MINI~IZI~G LIHELIHQOD OF CA~BO~IA BORDER IWCIJ~~rS OU~lWG 
~STR,aAU13 VISIT TO CA~~OD[A , 
1. ArtH.t.O 1:E. MJrr1CHJ/WT3 GOR{)Or~ t 3:::t!lr~, f.lim CCHH,A!) \JILL VI 31T j.~:(:;:);'! 
PENH, CM~MO;)!A ~)UfnN(t nm PERIOD 17-113 f~!4;tCH 1979, JtJ A 000f) i,H1.L 
roar: M) Hlt?il1:5Et'Jf,HIVES' 01" THE FR[GIJEI'!T. 
2. ADVRESSESS PR2 TO rAKE,APPRJP~IAT: ACfION, I~ SO FAR .~~ 3~GJRlrY 
OF ;;O.~CES \JILL j')!~n~UT, It) f\lH:llilIZt! rit~L,I1i£l.INOOa OF' e,;oaJc:x IUCIDii:!'Hf';,' 
';mH~~C:l T:-{~ ?ErnOD Of.' IS-! 8 {~t\fiCH 1~70. . 
s. n!~: FOi1f.GOViO >IAS AS'.s(Ji\;~;J P!l~t !CULAi\ SlGrj4~'!CA(~CE 1i~ Vl::t~ Or TnE 
Ri:.:?O~r;:; THAT ~1rUD':N1 RIO!:;:) IN PiHJ(H1 ?Ctt-i Ol'~ u ~MilCd 70 C~LlnfHZ0 Itl 
'rHi': etmfiH;j.Gj AND Z~"CiUNa OF Hm p'm; EI·'iBilS::'W Mn> nw: 9~(WIEGi Or IliS 
n\f;~ ;.<:11l3ASOY. STU:J1W1C u~;m~ R:Z?O;rr~~J ro ,3;r P:iOHU,,\i'n'~"1 AG~ V~$t,AJC . 4'..... , 
P~H::Zr:.:]C(: r;~ C;~~'it/ODIA MW AfJ~Hl$T HE~ VrS!T r'O J?:i~JOt'l PE~~~{ t\(."'(.)':{.':I,; Vi~·;-J ,)OiJ~ 
iHE PRI~~ ~I~lsr~~ 0' ~v~. 
4', 'n12 ;.'~u. [,nU\\H(~G C~ H1ESE: :Jr.~Ji!::T AerIOLS IJ YEr 1'0 ,G~: i):~'fCR:>lI:I:~~n~ 

';'h)~)2V~1~, IT I'PPE'.ARS ~r THE MiJ?lEWi llH1T A Cl-t'tiJ'lS n~v 82 i'AKlij;:t ?LAC~~ 
f'nlca CO~JLD tiE 017 $f..I~Cf1'I1: fa 'fHE lJ.S .. :l:~:) CnGR ;"i1EJ:: v:~)RU) fi,);;:C:'::S. 
~Or10r~. ~A~M n~GARDS. 
G?-4 

(!)~3<) KO II;' t PEI .. l Ul:: H l)tm 1 flO ~.'o RiUl'J:i ;{Q ~ms) 
:25 ~7 
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P 1388582 ZFF-I
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FIRST MAW

SECRETZEM
S is C R.E T/SPECAI EXCLUSIVE FOR NGSN THRASH FROM LIGEN
RCCUTCHEON
MINIMIZING LIKELINOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DIRING
ACTRONAUTS VISIT TO CANEDDIA
1. THE FOLLOWING IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO.
QUOTE
0 1209202 ZYH ZFF-3 ZFF-S
Fll GEN ABRAYS COMUSMACV SAIGON
GEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF TAN 30N NHUT
LTG MILDREW DCG USARV LONG BINH
ADN ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
LTG COLLINS ca 1FFV HNA TRANS
LTG EVELL CG IIFFV LONG BINK
DIG MCCOWN CG DMAC CAN THO
INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
LTG MOCUTCHEN CG III MAF DA NANG
ZE%
S E C R Et T MAC 3243 EYES ONLY
SUBSCT: MININIZING LIMELINOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DURING
ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA
1. APOLLO 12 ASTRONAUTS GORDON, JEAN, AND CONRAD WILL VISIT PARION
PENH, CAMMODIA DURING THE PERIOD 17-13 MARCH 1970, ON A GOOD WILL
TOUR AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESIDENT.
2. ADDRESSEES ARE TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION, IN SO FAR AS SECURITY
OF FORCES WILL PERMIT, TO MINIMIZE THE LEKELIHOOD OF BORDER INCIDENTS
DURING THE PERIOD OF 15-18 MARCH 1970.
5. THE FOREGOING HAS ASSUMED PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE IN VIEW OF THE
REPORTS THAT STUDENT RIOTS IN PHNOM PENH ON 11 MARCH 70 CULMERATED IN
THE BURNING AND SACKING OF THE PRG ENBASSY AND THE BURWING OF THE
NVN EMBASOY. STUDENTS MNRE REPORTED TO 32 PROTESTING AGAINST MC
PRESENCE IN CAMBODIA AND AGAINST THE VISIT TO PHNOR PENN OF PHAN VAN DONG
THE PRIME MINISTER OF NVN.
4. THE FULL HEADING OF THESE STUDENT ACTIONS IS YEY to BE DETERMINED
HOWEVER, IT APPEARS AI THE MO MENT THAT A CHANGE PAY DE TAKING PLACE
WHICH COULD BE OF BENEFIT TO THE U.S. AND OTHIR FREE WORLD FORCES.
LINCUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
G?-4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
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,,,, p.: 13'8'81 Z"-I 
! FM 'CG II 1 MA' r'-', 
I TO CG 'IRST MAW \ J (~ 
• ZEM ~J ,-/ 

, SEC RET ISPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASHFROfll LTGEN 
, MCCUTCHEON , 

MINIMIZING LIKELIHOOD OF' CAMBODIA BORDER INC,IDENTS DIRING 
. ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA ' . 7,.. '. 

',1. THE FOLLOWIMG IS PASSED FO~ ¥OUR INFO~ .' 
QUOTE 
o 120920Z ZYH ZFF'-3 ZFF-6 ' 
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON 

,GEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF TAN SON NHUT 
LTG MILDREN DCG USARV LONG SINH, ' 
ADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON 
LTG COLLI NS CG IFFV NHA TRANG ,. 
LTG EWELL CG IIFFV LONG SINH 
MG MCCOWN CG DMAC CAN THO , 
INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU'BAI 
LTG MCCUTCHEN CG III MAr DA NANG 
ZEM 
SEC RET MAC 3248 EYES ONLY 
SUBEeT: MININIZING, LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DURING 
ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA ~ 
1. APOLLO 12 ASTRONAUTS GORDON, BEAN, AND CONRAD WILL VISIT PHNOM 
PENH, CAMMODIA DURING THE: PERIOD 17-18 MARCH 1970, ON A GOOD WItt 
TOUR AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESIDENT. 
2. ADDRESSEES ARE TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION, IN SO FAR AS SECURITY 
OF FORCES WILL PERMIT, TO MINIMIZE THE LIKELIHOOD OF BORDER INCIDENTS 
DURING THE PERIOD OF' 15-18 MARCH 1~10. . 
3. THE FOREGOING HAS ASSUMED PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE IN ViEW OF THE 
REPORTS THAT $TUDENT RIOTS IN PHNOM PENH ON 11 MARCH 10 CULMINATED IN 
THE SURNING AND SACKING OF THEPRG EMBASSY AND THE BURNING or TKE 
NVN EMBASSY. STUDENTS WERE REPORTED TO BE PROTESTING AGAINST VC 
PRESENCE IN CAMBODIA AND AGAl~ST THE VISIT TO PHNOM PENH OF PHAN VAN DONG 
THE PRIME MINISTER OF NVN. 
4. THE FULl.. MEANING OF THESE STUOENT ACTIONS IS VET TO BE DETERMINED; 
HOWEVER. II APPEARS AT THE MOMENT THAT A CHANGE MAY BE TAKING PLACE 
\~HICH COULD BE OF BENEFIT TO THE u.s. AND OTHER FREE WQRLD FORCES. 
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 
250 
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P 1308582 ZFF-1
SECRETFM CG III MAF

TO CG FIRST MAW
ZEM
S E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LIGEN
MCCUTCHEON
MINIMIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DIRING
ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA
1. THE FOLLOWING IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO.
QUOTE
0 120920Z ZYH ZFF-3 ZFF-6
FM GEN ABRAMS COMUSMACV SAIGON
GEN BROWN CDR 7TH AF TAN SON NHUT
LTG MILDREN DCG USARV LONG BINH
ADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
LTG COLLINS CG IFFV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG IIFFV LONG BINH
MG MCCOWN CG DMAC CAN THO
INFO LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS PHU BAI
LTG MCCUTCHEN CG III MAF DA NANG
ZEM

C R E T MAC 3248 EYES ONLY
SUBECT: MININIZING LIKELIHOOD OF CAMBODIA BORDER INCIDENTS DURING
ASTRONAUTS VISIT TO CAMBODIA
1. APOLLO 12 ASTRONAUTS GORDON, BEAN, AND CONRAD WILL VISIT PHNOM
PENH, CAMMODIA DURING THE PERIOD 17-18 MARCH 1970, ON A GOOD WILL
TOUR AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESIDENT.
2. ADDRESSEES ARE TO TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION, IN SO FAR AS SECURITY
OF FORCES WILL PERMIT, TO MINIMIZE THE LIKELIHOOD OF BORDER INCIDENTS
DURING THE PERIOD OF 15-18 MARCH 1970.
3. THE FOREGOING HAS ASSUMED PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE IN VIEW OF THE
REPORTS THAT STUDENT RIOTS IN PHNOM PENH ON 11 MARCH 70 CULMINATED IN
THE BURNING AND SACKING OF THE PRG EMBASSY AND THE BURNING OF THE
NVN EMBASSY. STUDENTS WERE REPORTED TO BE PROTESTING AGAINST VC
PRESENCE IN CAMBODIA AND AGAINST THE VISIT TO PHNOM PENH OF PHAN VAN DONG
THE PRIME MINISTER OF NVN.
4. THE FULL MEANING OF THESE STUDENT ACTIONS IS YET TO BE DETERMINED;
HOWEVER, IT APPEARS AT THE MO MENT THAT A CHANGE MAY BE TAKING PLACE
WHICH COULD BE OF BENEFIT TO THE U.S. AND OTHER FREE WORLD FORCES.
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
250
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P ~3.8'6Z Z"-l 
FM- CG III MA' 
TO CO FIRST MAW '--.j 

ZEM 
TOP SEC R E T/SPECAT ECXLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN 
MCCUTCHEON 
SEA TDS INTERFACE 
1. THE FOLLOWING ~l[SSAGE I S PASSED FOR YOUR INFO: 
QUOTE 
R 110249Z MA R 70 
FM COMUSMACV 
TO RUHIKD/CINCPAC 
INFO RUHEAD~/CINCPACA' 
RUHKBAA/CINCPACT 
HUHKM/CG FMFPAC 
RUSBA/CG III MAF lIEN SA VN 
RUSV8AA/7AF TSNCVN 
TOP SEC RET 11625 (J6) l' FOR DOCC & TAce-NF 
SUBJ: SEA TDS IMERFACE CU) 
REFS A. MSG.CINCPAC DTG 2~0018Z JAt.J 70 (1'5) 
1. ers REFERENCE A TASKEFMACV TO COORDINATE DETAILED PLANNI NG 
OF INTAINING SEA TOS INTERFACE BY RETAINING TOCC AT TACC-~S 
UPON DEPLOYMENT OF' MACRON FOUR. 
2t (TS) REFERENCE BASKED 7AF AND CG III MAP' TO PREPARE AND SUBMIr 
DETAILED PLAN FOR TOCC RETENTION BY 10 APRIL 70. 
3. ers) DURING A MEETING HE AT TACC-NS ON 9 ,~AR 70' BEnJEEN 
7F (TACC-NS). CG -III MAP' (1ST MAW AND MACV J6 REPRESENTATIVES, 
IT WAS ~EQUASrED BY BOTH AIR FORCE AND MARINE CORPS PARTICIPANTS 
THAT THE TOP SECRET SECURIty CLASSIFICATION ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
SEA TOS TDCC RENTENTIM BE REDUCED TO ALLOW WIDER RANaE 0' 
PLANING ACTIVITIE$, CVCONCURS WITH THE DESIRABILITY OF THIS 
PROPOSAL AND THEREFOR REQUESTS'THAT CINCPAC REVIEW SEA TDS 
INTERFACE AND TDCC RENTENTIMSECURITY CLASSIFICATION IN LIGHt 
OF THE NEED FOR I,UDER INFORMATION DESSEl"IINATION 
GP-4 , 
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 
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P 308562 ZFF-1
FM CG 111 MAP SCURCITO CG FIRST MAW
ZEM
T OPSECRE T/SPECAT ECXLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LIGEN
MCCUTCHEON
SEA TDS INTERFACE
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO:
QUOTE
R 110249Z MAR 70
FM COMUSMACV
TO RUHIKD/CINCPAC
INFO RUHEADA/CINCPACAF
RUHKBAA/CINCPACT
RUHKM/CG FMFPAC
RUSBA/CG III MAF TIEN SA VN
RUSVBAA/7AF TSNCVN
T 0 P S E C R T 11625 (J6) 7F FOR DOCC & TACC-NF
SUBJ: SEA TDS IMERFACE (U)
REFS A. MSG, CINCPAC DTG 2800182 JAN 70 (TS)
1. (TS REFERENCE A TASKEFMACV TO COORDINATE DETAILED PLANNING
OF INTAINING SEA TDS INTERFACE BY RETAINING TDCC AT TACC-NS
UPON DEPLOYMENT OF MACRON FOUR.
2, (TS) REFERENCE B ASKED 7AF AND CG III MAF TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT
DETAILED PLAN FOR TDCC RETENTION BY 10 APRIL 70.
3. (TS) DURING A MEETING HE AT TACC-NS ON 9 MAR 70 BETWEEN
7F (TACC-NS), CG III MAF (1ST MAW AND MACV J6 REPRESENTATIVES,
IT WAS REQUASTED BY BOTH AIR FORCE AND MARINE CORPS PARTICIPANTS
THAT THE TOP SECRET SECURITY CLASSIFICATION ASSOCIATED WITH THE
SEA TDS TDCC RENTENTIM BE REDUCED TO ALLOW WIDER RANGE OF
PLANING ACTIVITIES, CV CONCURS WITH THE DESIRABILITY OF THIS
PROPOSAL AND THEREFOR REQUESTS THAT CINCPAC REVIEW SEA TDS
INTERFACE AND TDCC RENTENTIM SECURITY CLASSIFICATION IN LIGHT
OF THE NEED FOR WIDER INFORMATION DESSEMINATION
GP-4
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
398
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234 3302

T SPECAT ECXLUSIVE FOR MGEN THRASH F ROM LIGENACCUTCHEON
TDS INTERFACE

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO:QUOTE
10249Z MAR 70

FM COMUSMACV
TO /CINCPAC
INFO RUHEADA/CINCPACAF
ROMMBAACCINCPACT
RUHKM/CG FMFPAC
RUSBA CG III MAF TIEN SA VN
RUSVBAA/7AF TSNCVN
T O P S E C R E T 11625 (J6) 7F FOR DOCC & TACC-NFSUBJ: SEA TDS IMERFACE (U)
REFS A. MSG CINCPAC DTG 2800187 JAN 70 (TS)
16 CTS REFERENCE A TASKEFMAGV TO COORDINATE DETAILED PLANNINGOF INTAINING SEA TDS INTERFACE BY RETAINING TDCC AT TACC-NSUPON DEPLOYMENT OF MACRON FOUR.
2. (TS) REFERENCE B ASKED 7AF AND CG III MAF TO PREPARE AND "SUBMITDETAILED PLAN FOR TDCC RETENTION BY 10 APRIL 70.3. (IS) DURING A MEETING AT TACC-NS ON 9 MAR 70 BETWEEN7F (TACC-NS), CG III MAF (1ST MAW AND MACV J6 REPRESENTATIVESIT WAS REQUASTED BY BOTH AIR FORCE AND MARINE CORPS PARTICIPANTSTHAT THE TOP SECRET SECURITY CLASSIFICATION ASSOCIATED WITH THESEA TDS TDCC RENTENTIM BE REDUCED TO ALLOW WIDER RANGE OFPLANING ACTIVITIES. CV CONCURS WITH THE DESIRABILITY OF THISPROPOSAL AND THEREFOR REQUESTS THAT CINCPAC REVIEW SEA TDSI'N RFACE AND IDCC RENIENTIM SECURITY CLASSIFICATION IN LIGHTOF THE NEED FOR WIDER INFORMATION DESSEMINATIONGP-4
INQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
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MONt' ... Y MACV COMMAtmERS CONFERENCE AND INTELLIGENCE 
ESf :mATE UPDATE 
I. WAS INV nED TO ATtEND SUBJ MEET ING AT MACV THIS DATE 
ALONG VITH ZAIS. SEN ABRAMS SEATED ME AT TABLE WITH HIM­
SELF p ROSSON, BROWN, COLBY, AND OTHER us CORPS COMMANDERS. 
REMAINING TWENTY ODD GENERALS AND HIGH RANKING CIVILIANS 
SAT IN CHAIRS TO REAR OF ROOfil. 
2. AGENDA INCL UDED BR IE rINGS AND 0 I SCUSSIONS ON IN AND 
our OF COUNTRY OPERA! IONS, INTELL tGENeE ASSESS1EW!, AND 
COMPARISON OF VARIOUS STATISTICS \~ITH PAST PERFOR~ANCES. 
3. A SHARP ARM Y CAPTAII~ GAVE AN OUTSTAND ING ANALYSIS ON 
cmRENT CAMBODIAN UNREST (0 HE BELIEVES IT TO BE A COUP DE 
FOlCK Ii IT H LON NOt ENDEAVOR ING TO OUTft1ANEUVER SIHANOUL IN 
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EFFORT TO CHANGE POLICY FR(lr) ONE OF COVERT ASSISTANCE TO 
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BOl'H SIDES ECONOMICALLY AS OUT AND OUT iiEUTRALS. IF HE 
FAILS" US COULD BE Bl..AMED AS INSIIGATOR. IF HE SUCCEEDS, 
CQ¥lMIES WOUlD PROBABL Y 51 ILL CONT INti: THE 1R COVERt ACT 1-
VIT lES ANYHCM AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRAstRUCTtRE IN 
CAPIBOD IA. 
4. NAVFORV READ FR(J(Il A CAPTURED DOClPJENT WHICH STATED ve 
WERE HAVING PROBLEMS BECAUSE ALLIES KEP! CHANGING TACTICS 
AND TECHNIQUES. ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT IS ABOUl' AS HIGH 
A COMPLIMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE tJrS£D ALL HANDS TO 
KEEP CONSTANT LOOKOut FOR REPETITIVE PATTERNS IN OUR OPERA-
TIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUTINE. . 
,. T)£ INTE1..LIGNECE ESTllfiAIE LISTED FOl..LOWING TRENDS 
FAVORABLE to EACH SIDE, . 
A. FAVORABLE TO ENEMY 
(l) CRASH lOGIST les PROGRAM, TO INa..WE ROAD 
BUn.DIIlS £FFm!. IMCREASE 18 TRAFF·IC AND AAA DEFENSE 0' 
HIS LOCS. . . 
(2) tNFl1.TRATION 
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MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTELLIGENCE
ESTIMATE UPDATE
1. WAS INVITED TO ATTEND SUBJ MEETING AT MACV THIS DATE
ALONG WITH ZAIS. GEN ABRAMS SEATED ME AT TABLE WITH HIM-
SELF, ROSSON, BROWN, COLBY, AND OTHER US CORPS COMMANDERS.
REMAINING TWENTY ODD GENERALS AND HIGH RANKING CIVILIANS
SAT IN CHAIRS TO REAR OF ROOM.
2. AGENDA INCLUDED BRIEFINGS AND DISCUSSIONS ON IN AND
OUT OF COUNTRY OPERATIONS, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT, AND
COMPARISON OF VARIOUS STATISTICS WITH PAST PERFORMANCES.
3. A SHARP ARMY CAPTAIN GAVE AN OUTSTANDING ANALYSIS ON
CURRENT CAMBODIAN UNREST. HE BELIEVES IT TO BE A COUP DE
FORCE WITH LON NOL ENDEAVORING TO OUTMANE UVER SIMANOUL IN
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EFFORT TO CHANGE POLICY FROM ONE OF COVERT ASSISTANCE TO
NVN AND VC TO ONE OF OVERT NEUTRALISM SO THEY CAN SUPPORT
BOTH SIDES ECONOMICALLY AS OUT AND OUT NEUTRALS. IF HE
FAILS, US COULD BE BLAMED AS INSTIGATOR. IF HE SUCCEEDS,
COMMIES WOULD PROBABLY STILL CONTINUE THEIR COVERT ACTI-
VITIES AN YOU AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRASTRUCTURE IN
CAMBODIA.
4. NAVFORV READ FROM A CAPTURED DOCUMENT WHICH STATED VC
WERE HAVING PROBLEMS BECAUSE ALLIES KEPT CHANGING TACTICS
AND TECHNIQUES. ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT IS ABOUT AS HIGH
A COMPLIMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE URGED ALL HANDS TO
KEEP CONSTANT LOOKOUT FOR REPETITIVE PATTERNS IN OUR OPERA-
TIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUTINE.
5. THE INTELLIGNECE ESTIMATE LISTED FOLLOWING TRENDS
FAVORABLE TO EACH SIDE:
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(1) CRASH LOGISTICS PROGRAM, TO INCLUDE ROAD
BUILDING EFFORT, INCREASE IN TRAFFIC AND AAA DEFENSE OF
HIS LOCS.
(2) INFILTRATION
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(5) .INCREASE IN IMPORTS" PARTIC1J..ARLY VEHICLES AND 
EXPLOSIVES 
(6) ACTIVITY IN DMZ, ASHliU AND DELTA 
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stEP UP OF ACTIVIlV DURING PRESENT CAMPAIGN. ,;.-
9. Gift ABRAAS PHILOSOPHIZED THROUGHOUT ARD "ADE SEVERAL 
POINtS. . 
A. BE ALERT 10 CP~NGING TIMES. 
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(3) INTACT COMMAND AND CONTROL APPARATUS,
(4) SAPPER TRAINING
(5) INCREASE IN IMPORTS, PARTICULARLY VEHICLES AND
EXPLOSIVES
(6) ACT IV ITY IN DMZ, ASHAU AND DELTA
B. FAVORABLE TO ALLIES
(1) DECLINE IN ENEMY STRENGHT DUE TO COMBAT LOSSES,
HOI CHANS, RECRUITING DIFFICULTIES.
(2) INCREASING MORALE AND DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS FOR
ENEMY.
(3) CONTINUOUS LOSS OF CACHES BY ENEMY.
(4) NECESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AND COMBAT
SUPPORT TROOPS IN LOGISTIC ROLE.
(5) DIFFICULTIES IN CAMBODIA.
(6) DE CLINE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY.
(7) LOSS OF POPULATION CONTROL BY ENEMY DUE TO PACI-
FICATION EFFORTS.
6. ESTIMATE POST ULATED FOLLOWING ENEMY CAPABLILITPES:
A. LARGE SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.
B. SMALL SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.
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C. IDE SPREAD ATTACKS BY FIRE.
D. INCREASE INFILTRATION.
E. TERRORIST , SAPPER, HARASSING, GUERRILLA ATTACKS.
7. ENEMY COURSES OF ACTION WERE LISTEDAS:
A. CONTINUE AT PRESENT LEVEL.
B. STEP UP MILITARY ACTIVITY.
C. LAUNCH MULTI-REGIMENTAL ATTACKS IN ONE AND THREE
CORPS.
D. REDUCE ACTIVITY.
E. EXPLOIT TACIT OR EXPLICIT PEACE SETTLEMENT.
F. CONTINUE TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING AND GUERRILLA
ATTACKS IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OF OTHER COURCES.
8. THE MOST PROBABLE COURSE OF ACTION WAS DEEMED TO BE A
STEP UP OF ACTIVITY DURING PRESENT CAMPAIGN.
9. GEN ABRAMS PHILOSOPHIZED THROUGHOUT AND MADE SEVERAL
POINTS:
A. BE ALERT TO CHANGING TIMES.
B. IGHTEN UP ON THINGS IN GENERAL AND SPECIFICALLY
NONAPPROPRIATED FUNDS, LEAVE, R&R, OUT-OF-COUNTRY AIRCRAFT
FLIGHTS, ETC.
C LN 4 AA LISTED AS:
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C. BWDGET WAS TIGHT set DON'T HOARD FOR A RAINY DAY
AS THERE WERE EX COUNTRY NOW PROBABLY SUFFICIENT TO
COVER WORST POSSIBILITIES.
D. URGED ALL HANDS TO REGARD ENEMY SYSTEM IN ITS
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PAGE THREE RUM MPA266? T 0 P S E CR E T/SPECAT
40 NAVFORV READ FROM A CAPTURED DOCUMENT WHICH STATED VC
WERE HAVING PROBLEMS BECAUSE ALLIES KEPT CHANGING TACTICS
AND TECHNIQUES. ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT IS ABOUT AS HIGH
A COMPL IMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE URGED ALL HANDS TO
KEEP CONSTANT LOOKOUT FOR REPET IT IVE PATTERNS IN OUR OPERA-
TIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUTINE.
50 THE INTELLIGENCE STIMATE , ISTED FOLLOWING TRENDS
FAVORABLE TO EACH SIDE:
Ao FAVORABLE TO ENEMY
CDD OR A SH LOGISTICS PROGRAM, TO INCLUDE ROAD
BUILDING EFFORT, INCREASE ON TRAFFIC AND ADA DEFENSE OF
HIS LOOCS.
(2) INFFLIRRATION
(3) INTACT COMMAND AND CONTROL APPARATUS.
(4) SAPPER TRAINING
(50 INCREASE IN IMPORTS, PARTICULARLY VEHICLES AND
EXPLOSIVES
(6) ACT IVITY IN DMZ , ASHAU AND DELTA
8 FAORABLE TO ALLIES
(1) DECL ONE IN ENEMY STRENGTH DUE TO COMBAT LOSSES,

PAGE FOUR RUM MPA2667 TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MCE0
HOI CHANS, REQRUITING D IFFICULTIES.
(2) INCREASING MORALE AND DISCIA INE PROBLEMS FOR
ENEMY.
838 CONT INUOUS LOSS OF CACHES BY ENEMY.
840 NECESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AND COMBAT
SUPPORT TROOPS IN LOGISTIC ROLE.
(5) D IFFICULTIES IN CAMBOD IA.
(6) DEQ INE IN ENEMY ACT IVIT Yo
878 LOSS OF POPULATION CONTROL BY ENEMY DUE TO PACI-
FICATION EFFORTS.
60 EST IMATE POST UL A TED FOLLOWING ENEMY CA PAB OL IT IES:
Do LARGE SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.
a SMALL SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.
Co WIDESPREAD ATTACKS BY FIRE.
Do INCREASE INFILTRATION
Es TEAR OR I ST , SAPPER, HARASSING, GUERR ILLA ATTACKS.
70 ENEMY COLR SES OF ACTION WERE LISTED AS:
Do CONT INUE AT PRESENT LEVEL.
B STEP UP MIL ITARY ACT IVITY.
3 LAUNCH MLL I-REGIMENTAL ATTACKS IN ONE AND THREE
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PAGE FIVE RUMMPA2667 TOPSECRE T / SPE CAT EXQUSIVE/MOEO
CORPS,
Do REDUCE ACT IVITYo
E EXPLOIT TACIT OR EXPLICIT PEACE SETTLEMENT
Fo CONT INVE TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING AND GUERR ILLA
ATTACKS IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OF OTHER COLARCES.
80 THE MOST PROBABLE COURSE OF ACTION WAS DEEMED TO BE &
STEP UP OF ACT IVITY DURING PRESENT CAMPAIGN.
90 GEN ABRAMS PHILOSPHIZED THROUGHOUT AND MADE SEVERAL
PO INT S8
As BE ALERT TO CHANGING TIMES.
8 TIGHTEN UP ON THINGS IN GENERAL AND SPECIFICALLY
NONAPPROFR OATED FUNDS, LEAVE, R&R, OUT-OF-COUNTRY A IR CRAFT
FLIGHTS, ETCo
B BLOGET WAS TIGHT BUT DON'T HOARD FOR & RAINY DAY
AS THERE WERE EXCESSES IN COUNTRY NOW PROBABLY SUFFICIENT TO
COVER WOR ST POSSIBILITIE
Do LRGED ALL HANDS TO REGARD ENEMY SYSTEM IN ITS
ENT IRETY, E.E. MAIN UNITS, GUERR ILLAS, VCID CADRE, FOOD,
LOCS, ETCo HE NEEDS IT ALLo WE NEED TO GET IT ALLo
100 NO DISCUSSION OF FUTURE RANS. WARM REGRADS.

PAGE SIX RUMMPA2667 T OPSECR E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MOEO
GPS4
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS,
GP-4
BT
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AND TO DESIGNATE WHEELER AS Di~PUTY CG HI MA,CGROUNI) AND 
THRASH AS DEPUI'{ CG II! r'lA}'(JHR)" THIS AVOIDS DI~tU:)'I ION 
OF STAFF ORGlHHllUION AND purs NEXT SENIOR OFFICERS H 
DEPUTY POSTS" 
20 INTEND TO CONTINUE TIHS IHTH ~!HEELER t's AND 1'HR!i:3:1~f 
RELIEFSI' IN EVENT OF' MY i~BSENCE FOR ANY REASON SENI:)R 
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DEPUTY COMMANDER
1. DECIDED TO KEEP DULACKI AS CHIEF AND MILLER AS THREE
AND TO DESIGNATE WHEELER AS DEPUTY CG III MAF(GROUND) AND
THRASH AS DEPUTY CG III MAF AIR). THIS AVOIDS DISRUPTION
OF STAFF ORGANIZATION AND PUTS NEXT SENIOR OFFICERS IN
DEPUTY POSTS.
2. INTEND TO CONTINUE THIS WITH WHEELER 'S AND THRASH'S
RELIEFS. IN EVENT OF MY ABSENCE FOR ANY REASON SENIOR
DEPUTY WOULD BECOME CG III MAF ACTING. WARM REGARD S
GP-4
BT
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PTI AZ YUW R Ut4LM PA 2 55 i Qlll),f:€lT~~Y,?Bl(AW.~~ t.JG..R UHHRt1 A ... 

TOR UHHFl'1A ICG Ft~ FPAC 
Bf 
TOP SEC RET ISPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MAR INE CORPS EYES ONL Y fOR 
LTGEN BUSE FROM I..!GEN r4CCIJTCHEON (DEL IVER DUR ING WORKING 

• 0 ATTEND SUBJ MEETING AT MACV THIS DATE 
ALONG WITH ZAIS. GEN ABRAMS SEATED 'ME At TABLE WITH HIM­
SELF, ROSSON, BROl~N. COtBY, AND OTHER US CORPS COMMANDERSo 
REMAINING TWENTY ODD GE~)ERALS AND HIGH RANKING CIVILIANS 
SAl' IN CHAIRS TO REAR OF' ROl»l. 
2. AGENDA INCL UDED BR IE;1 NGS AND DISCUSSIONS ON IN AND 
OUI OF COUNTRY OPERA! IONS j HlTELL IGENCE ASSES£tt1EN1, AND 
COMPARISON OF VARIOUS STATISTICS WITH PAST PERFOR~ANCESo 
30 A SHARP ARr.,y CAPTAIN GAVE AN OUTSTANDING ANALYSIS ON 
ClJ(RENT CAMBODIAN UNREST ~ HE BELIEVES IT to BE A COUP DE 
FmCE WITH LON NOL ENDEAVORING TO OurMAt~ElIVER SIH~.NOUL IN 

PAGE TWO R~ILMPA255 f 1 0 P SEC RET ISPECAT EXCLUSIVEI 
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY 
EFfORT I'O CHANGE POL ICY FA 0,'4 ONE OF COVERT A SSISTANCE to 
NVN AND VC TO ONE OF OVERT NEUTRALISM SO tHEY CAN SUPPORT 
BOTH SIDES ECONOMICALLY AS OIJT AND OUT NEUTRALSo IF HE 
FAILS~ US COULD BE BLAMED AS It~STIGATOR. IF HE SUCCEEDS!> 
CCl'lMIE S WOULD PROBABL Y 5T ILL CONIINUE I HE IR COVERT ACT 1;'" 
VII lE5 ANYHOW AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRASTRUCrffiE IN 
CAMSDp 1A. 
4. NAVFORV READ FROM A CAPTURED DOCUMENT WHICH STATED VC 
WERE HAV ING PROBLE~l S BECAUSE ALL IES KEPT CHANGI NG TACT les 
AND TECHNIQUES,. ABRAMS POINTED our THAT IS ABOUT AS HIGH 
A COMPLIMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE URGED ALL HANDS TO 
KEEP CO~lSTANT lOOKOUT FOR REPETIT IVE PATTERNS IN OUR OPERA ... 
lIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUIINEo 
5. T)£ INIELL IGNECE EST IMA!E L ISIED FOtLO~JlNG TRE~ms 
FAVORABLE TO eACH SIOn:: ' 
A* FAVORABt..E TO ENEMY. 
(1) CRASH LOGIST res PROGRAM j'; TO INCL'UDE ROAD 
BUILDING EFFORT, INCREASE IN TRAFFIC, AND AAA DEF'ENSE OF 
HISlOCSo 
(2) INFILTRATION 

HQ FLC cIS SIS G-I G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT ADJ CEO T/E LOC LEGAL MED TRNG DISBO 
ACT/COG I c- I) I ~. 
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PTTAZYUW RUMLMPA2551
ZNY AAAAA

650437 MAR 70P
CG THI MAF

TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
T E C R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE /MAR COR PS EYES ONLY FOR
LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHE ON (DEL:IVER DURING WORKING
HOURS)
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTOLLIGENCE
EST IMATE UPDATE
t. WAS INVITED TO ATTEND SUBJ MEETING AT MACV THIS DATE
ALONG WITH ZAIS. GEN ABRAMS SEATED ME AT TABLE WITH HIM-

SELF, ROSSON, BROWN, COLBY, AND OTHER us CORPS COMMANDERS.
REMAINING TWENTY ODD GENERALS AND HIGH RANKING CIVILIANS
SAT IN CHAIRS TO REAR OF ROOM.
2. AGENDA INCLUDED BRIEFINGS AND DISCUSSIONS ON IN AND
OUT OF COUNTRY OPERATIONS, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT, AND
COMPARISON OF VARIOUS STATISTICS WITH PAST PERFORMANCES.
3. A SHARP ARMY CAPTAIN GAVE AN OUTSTANDING ANALYSIS ON
CURRENT CAMBODIAN UNREST. HE BELIEVES IT TO BE A COUP DE
FORCE WITH LON NOL ENDEAVORING TO OUTMANE UVER SIHANOUL IN

PAGE TWO R UMLMPA255ITOPSECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
EFFORT TO CHANGE POLICY FROM ONE OF COVERT ASSISTANCE TO
NV N AND VC TO ONE OF OVERT NEUTRALISM SO THEY CAN SUPPORT
BOTH SIDES ECONOMICALLY AS OUT AND OUT NEUTRALS. IF HE

FAILS, US COULD BE BLAMED AS INSTIGATOR. IF HE SUCCEEDS,
COMMIES WOULD PROBABLY STILL CONTINUE THEIR COVERT ACTI-
VITIES AN YHOW AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRASTRUCTURE IN
CAMBODIA.
4. NAVFORV READ FROM A CAPTURED DOCUMENT WHICH STATED VC
WERE HAVING PROBLEMS BECAUSE ALLIES KEPT CHANGING TACTICS
AND TECHNIQUES, ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT IS ABOUT AS HIGH
A COMPLIMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE URGED ALL HANDS TO
KEEP CONSTANT LOOKOUT FOR REPETITIVE PATTERNS IN OUR OPERA-
TIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUTINE.
5. THE INTELLIGNECE ESTIMATE LISTED FOLLOWING TRENDS
FAVORABLE TO EACH SIDE:
A. FAVORABLE TO ENEMY
(1) CRASH LOGISTICS PROGRAM , TO INCLUDE ROAD
BUILDING EFFORT, INCREASE IN TRAFFIC AND AAA DEFENSE OF
HIS LOCS.
(2) INFILIRATION

HQ FLC C/S S/S G-1 G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT ADJ CEO T/E LOC LEGAL MED TRNG DISBO

04

ACT/COG
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MAR'lNlieOfl PI'I &: Y£ 5 ONLY 
($) rNfAct Cl)M1'tAND AND CONTROL APPARAT"US. 
(4) SAPPER IRA IN INS 
(5) ·INCREASE IN IMPORTS, PART ICULARLY VEHICLES ANlD 
EXPLOSIVES 
(~) ACT IV lTV IN DMZ t ASHA U AND DELTA 
B.' FAVORABLE TO ALLIES 
(UDEQ. INE IN ENEMY STRENGHr DUE TO 'COMBAT LOSSES, 
HOI CHANS, RECRUITING DIFFICULTIES. 
(2) INCREASING MORALE AND DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS FOR 
ENRY. 
(3) CONT INUQUS lOSS OF CACHES BY ENEMY 0 

(4) NECESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AND C~8AT 
SltPPORT TROOPS IN LOG 1ST IC ROLE. 
(5) DIFFICULT IES IN CAMBODIA 0 

(6) DEQ..INE IN ENEMVACrIVITYo . 
(1) LOSS OF POPUlATION CONTROL BY ENEMY DUE TO PACI­
FICA'I ION EFFORT S. 
6. EST IMATE POST ULATED FOL.LOW ING EHEM Y CAPABL IL it PES I 
A. LARGE SCALE GROUND ATTACKSlI 
B. SMALL SCALE GROUND ATIACKSo 

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA2551 TOP SEC R E T/SPECAT EXCLUSIVEI 
MAR INE CORPS EYES ONLY 
c. WIDESPREAD ATTACKS BY FIRE 0 

D. INCREASE INFILTRATIONo 
E. TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING, GUERRILLA ATTACKS. 
7. ENEMY COURSES OF ACTION \~ERE LISTEDAS: 
A. CONT IHur AT PRESENT LEVEL" 
·S. stEP UP MILITARY ACTIVITY. 
e~' LAUNCH MULT I-REGIMENTAL ATTACKS IN ONE AND THREE 
C(JfPS. . 
D. REDUa: ACTIVITY. . 
E. EXPLOIT TACH OR EXPl len PEA CE SETTLEMENT. 
F. CONTINUE TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING AND GUERRILLA 
ATTACKS IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OF' OTHER COtReES. 
8. TJI MOST PROBABLE COURSE OF ACTION WAS DEEMED TO BE A 
stEP UP OF ACTIVITy DURUIG PRESENT CAMPAIGN.-
9. GEN. ABRAMS PHILOSOPHIZED THROUGHOUT AND MADE SEVERAL 
POINTS, . 
A. BE ALERT TO CHANGING TIMES. 
B. T IGfiI'EN UP ON tHINGS IN GENERAL AND SPECIFICALL Y 
NOHAPPROPRIATED FUNDS, LEAVE~ R&R. OUT-Of-COUNTRV AIRCRAFT 
FL IGHrS. ETC. 
C L.N .. AA LISTED AS: 

HQ FLC CIS SIS G-I G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT AOJ CEO TIE LEGAL MEO TRNG OlS80 
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(3) INTACT COMMAND AND CONTROL APPARATUS.
(4) SAPPER TRAINING
(5) INCREASE IN IMPORTS, PARTICULARLY VEHICLES AND
EXPLOSIVES
(6) ACTIVITY IN DMZ, ASHAU AND DELTA
B. FAVORABLE TO ALLIES
(1) DECLINE IN ENEMY STRENGHT DUE TO COMBAT LOSSES,
HOI CHANS, RECRUITING DIFFICULTIES.
(2) INCREASING MORALE AND DISCIPLINE PROBLEMS FOR
ENEMY.
(3) CONTINUOUS LOSS OF CACHES BY ENEMY.
(4) NECESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AND COMBAT
SUPPORT TROOPS IN LOGISTIC ROLE.
(5) DIFFICULTIES IN CAMBODIA.
(6) DE CL INE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY.
(7) LOSS OF POPULATION CONTROL BY ENEMY DUE TO PACI-
FICATION EFFORTS.
6. ESTIMATE POST ULATED FOLLOWING ENEMY CAPABLILITPES:
A. LARGE SCALE GROUND ATTACKS,
B. SMALL SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA25511 OPSECR E I/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
C. WIDE SPREAD ATTACKS BY FIRE.
D. INCREASE INFILTRATION.
E. TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING, GUERRILLA ATTACKS.
7. ENEMY COURSES OF ACTION WERE LISTEDAS:
A. CONTINUE AT PRESENT LEVEL.
B. STEP UP MILITARY ACI IVITY.
C. LAUNCH MULTI-REGIMENTAL ATTACKS IN ONE AND THREE
CORPS.
D. REDUCE ACTIVITY.
E. EXPLOIT TACIT OR EXPLICIT PEACE SETTLEMENT.
F. CONTINUE TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING AND GUERRILLA
ATTACKS IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OF OTHER COURCES.
8. THE MOST PROBABLE COURSE OF ACTION WAS DEEMED TO BE A
STEP UP OF ACTIVITY DURING PRESENT CAMPAIGN.
9. GEN ABRAMS PHILOSOPHIZED THROUGHOUT AND MADE SEVERAL
POINTS:
A. BE ALERT TO CHANGING TIMES.
B. TIGHTEN UP ON THINGS IN GENERAL AND SPECIFICALLY
NONAPPROPRIATED FUNDS, LEAVE, R&R, OUT-OF-COUNTRY AIRCRAFT
FLIGHTS, ETC.
CLN 4 AA LISTED AS:

HQ FLC C/S S/S G-1 G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT ADJ CEO T/E LOC LEGAL MED TRNG DISBO
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c. aoo GET WAS T ISH! BUT DON 91 HOARD FORA' RA INYDAY 
AS THERE Wl!~E EXCESSES IN COUNTRY Nat1 PROBABLY SUFFICIENT TO 
COVER WORST POSSIBILITIES Go _ 

D. URGED ALL HANDS TO REGARD ENEMY SYSTEM. IN ITS 
ENTIRETY, E.E. MAIN UNITS, GUERRILLAS, VCl, CADRE, FOOD, 
l.OCS, ET C co HE NED S IT ALL. WE NEED TO GET IT ALL. 
10. NO DISCUSSION OF FUTURE PLANS. -WARM REGARDS 
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C. BUD GET WAS TIGHT BUT DON'T HOARD FOR A RAINY DAY
AS THERE WERE EXCESSES IN COUNTRY NOW PROBABLY SUFFICIENT TO
COVER WORST POSSIBILITIES.
D. URGED ALL HANDS TO REGARD ENEMY SYSTEM. IN ITS
ENTIRETY, E.E. MAIN UNITS, GUERRILLAS, VCI, CADRE, FOOD,
LOCS, ETC. HE NED S IT ALL. WE NEED TO GET IT ALL.
10. NO DISCUSSION OF FUTURE PLANS. WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT

2551

NNNN

HQ FLC C/S S/S G-1 G-2 G-5G-3 G-4 COMPT T/EADJ CEO LOC LEGAL MED TRNG DISBO
ACT/COG

INFO/
COORD

TOP SECRET MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
6

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

... "." -: CONFIDENTIAL .SPECAT • 
PTI CZYUW R U~lLriPA2552 07412i·43S ... C CC C--R UHHF!~A .. 

ZNY CCCCC 
, 15043& MAR 10 
F'Pl CG 1I I MAl'" 
to RUHHFMA leG F'i'lfi'Pfl C 
BT 
CON F' IDE ~i T I t\ L/'}PEGAT EXCLUSIVEI FOR LIGEN BliSr: FRO\~1 
L'fGEN MCCU'!'C}i.EOfHDEL{VEF DlJHI!lG ~}ORKING HOmS) 
DEPUY Y COMMA NDER 
I!) DECIDED TO KEEP D ULi\Cfa it 5 ClUE F AND M ILLER Po 5 Ti1RE::: 
AND 'IO DE ~nGNliTE VI HEELER AS DEPUI Y CG ! II MAF' CGR DUND ) AND 
THRASH AS DEPUT'I. CO III ['IP,l'lAnn" THIS JWOlDS DISRUPTION 
OF' STtWF ORGI~NI;;:ATI0N Am) PUTS tJEXT SENIOR OFFICERS H! 
DE PUT Y POST S \1 

2. INTEND TO CONTINUE THIS ~l]n:H WHEELER IrS AND tHRASH'S 
REL IEFS .. U EVENT OF MY ;"B5ENeE FOR MH' REASON SENl:)R 
DEPUTY WOULD BECot'lE CG IE r'1AF ,IiCIrNG~ WAP.f~ REGARDS, 
Gp .. lJ 

~552 7iip 1~'S;z'~L 

NNNN 

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/1 (3/69) 
0101-Y04-6601 

SPECAT 
~ CONFIDENTIAL 

'''''''' • .i.'~~!~~'-iJii}:'M''''Cj:::''fu;: . ,,: .. ,@,_."., 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SPECATCONFIDENTIAL

PTTCZYUW R UMLMPA2552 0740438-cCCC--RUHHFMA.
ZNY CCCCC
P 1504382 MAR 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUNHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
CCONFIDENTIAL/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/ FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM
LTGEN MCCUICHEONOELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
DEPUTY COMMANDER
1. DECIDED TO KEEP DULACKI AS CHIEF AND MILLER AS THREE
AND TO DESIGNATE WHEELER AS DEPUTY CG III MAF GROUND) AND
THRASH AS DEPUTY CG III MAF(AIR). THIS AVOIDS DISRUPTION
OF STAFF ORGANIZATION AND PUTS NEXT SENIOR OFFICERS IN
DEPUTY POSTS.
2. INTEND TO CONTINUE THIS WITH WHEELER'S AND THRASH'S
RELIEFS. IN EVENT OF MY ABSENCE FOR ANY REASON SENIOR
DEPUTY WOULD BECOME CG III MAF ACTING. WARM REGARDS
GP-4
BT

TOD 15/0856Z/ENL
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/ IL.ONG,WITH ZAISo GEN ABRAMS SEATED ME AT TABLE WITH HIM-;. ,",' 

'/ 
SELF, ROSSON" BROWNp COLBYp AND OTHER US CORPS COMMANDERS. • "-
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REMA IN ING TWENTL Y 000 GENERALS AN) HIGH RANKING CIV IL fANS~ ~ 
SAT IN CHA IRS TO READ OF ROOM. 
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. / our OF OOtM'R'I OPERATIONS, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT,.At() "~' 
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/ FlltOE W ITH.LON NOL ENlEAVOR tNC TO ourMANEUVER SIHANOU., IN " 
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/
/ • NVN AN;) va TO ONE Of" OVERT NEUTRAL ISM SO TI-EY CAN SUPPORT . '\: ' 

BOTH SIDES EOONOMI eAL.L Y AS our Atl) our ,NEUTRALS. IF HE ~ " 

/ 
FA'LS, 'US COlLO BE BLAMED AS INST IGATOR. IF foE SUCCEDS, 
co~ IES WOl1.0 PROBABLY S11L.L CONT IN\£ THE IR COVERT AOT 1- " ' 

/ VIT IES ANYHOW AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRASTRUcrO~E IN " 

/ 
CAMBOO IA. . . "' 
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PAGE CHECKED UPON RECEIPTP 15 14 132 MAR 70

FM CG III MAF DATE 16MAR 70 III MAF S&C
TO R UM_MHA/CG F IRST, MAW
RUM.L.UA/CG FIRST MARDIV

(SIGNATUREZEN/CG FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND
BT
T 0 P SECRE T/SPECAT EXO USIVE/MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY
FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER AND BGEN PADAL INO FROM LTGEN
MCCUFCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
MONTHLY MA CV COMMANDERS CONFERENCE AND INTELL IGENCE ESTIMATE
UPDAAE
16 THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO:
QUOTE
P 1504372 MAR 70
FM CG 111 MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
BT
TOPSECRE T/SPECAT EXOUSIVE/MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY FOR
LTGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN MCCUT CHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING
HOURS

PAGE TWO RUM_MPA266? T T/SPECAT EXQLUSIVE/MCE0
MONTHLY MACV COMMANDER S CONFERENCE AND INTELL IGENCE
ESTIMATE UPDATE
1. WAS INVITED TO ATTEND SUBJ MEETING AT MA CV THIS DATE
AL.ONG WITH ZAIS. GEN ABRAMS SEATED ME AT TABLE WITH HIM-
SELF, ROSSON, BROWN, COLBY, AND OTHER US COR PS COMMANDERS.
REMAINING TWENTLY ODD GENERALS AND HIGH RANKING CIVILIANS
SAT IN CHAIRS TO READ OF ROOM.
2. AGENDA INCLUDED BRIEFINGS AND DISCUSSIONS ON IN AND
OUT OF COUNTRY OPERATIONS, INTELL IGENCE ASSESSMENT, AND
COMPAR ISON OF VARIOUS STATISTICS WITH PAST PERFORMANCES
30 A SHARP ARMY CAPTAIN GAVE AN OUT STAND ING ANALYSIS ON
CURRENT CAMBODIAN UNREST. HE BELIEVES IT TO BE A COUP DE
FORCE WITH.LON NOL ENDEAVOR ING TO OUTMANEUVER SIHANOU IN
EFFORT TO CHANGE POLICY FROM ONE OF COVERT ASSISTANCE TO
NVN AND VC TO ONE OF OVERT NEUTRAL ISM so THEY CAN SUPPORT
BOTH SIDES ECONOMICALLY AS our AND our NEUTRALS. IF HE
FAILS, US COULD BE BLAMED AS INST GATOR. IF HE SUCCEDS,
COMMIES WOULD PROBABLY STILL CONT INUE THEIR COVERT ACT I
VITIES ANYHOW AS THEY HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFRASTRUCTOIRE IN
CAMBOD IA.

P6 1-3 1514132 MAR TO
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WERE HAVING PROBLEMS BECAUSE ALLIES KEPT CHANG ING TACT ICS " ' 

/ 
AND TECHNIQt.£S. ABRAMS POlrffEO our THAT IS ABOUT AS HIGH L ~ 

/,
' A COMPliMENT ENEMY CAN PA'f US AND HE LRGED ALL HAI\DS TO ~ 

KEEP CONSTANT LOOKOur fOR REPET IT IVE PATTERNS IN Oll\ OPERA'" " ~ 

/ 
T IONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUT INEo " .. ~ 

, 5. THE U\frELL 'GENCE EST IMATE L. ISTEO FOLLOW ING TRENDS \: 
/ ~AVOI\A8L.E TO EACH S IOE8 " ' 

/ 
Ao FAVORABLE TO ErtMY, .. ~ 
(1) CRASH LOG 1ST lOS PROGRAM, TO INa. LDE ROAD _ ~ :II: BUILDING EFFORT, INmEASE IN TRAFf~C AI'Il AAA DEFENSE OF ~" ' 
HIS LOOCSo ' .. " 
(2) INF ILTRAT ION 

// (', tNTA(jJ' COMMAND AND CONTROL APPARATUS. ~' ' 
(4) SAPPER TRA IN lNG' , ~ 
(5) INCREASE IN I MPORTS/1 PART IOtLARL Y VEHIa..ES AND 

/ EXR..OSIVES " ~ 
, / (6) Aar IVITY IN OMZ 9 ASHAU AND DELTA ," 
/ . So FAORABL.E TO AlL IES . ~ 
~ (1) DEQ. INE IN ENEMY STRENGTH OlE TO COMBAT LOSSES, \: 

// PAGE FOllt RLM..MPA2667 r 0 P SEC R E TI SFE CAT EXCLUSIVE/MCEO ::: 
,_:H08 aiANS9 RECRUITING DIFFIClLTIESo , L ~ 

/" (2) INmEASDNG MORM..E AI\D 0 ISCUt.INE PROBLEMS FOR " 

/ 'F~~~ONT INUOUS LOSS OF CACfoES BY ENEMYo ~ 
/ ell) NEcESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AI\!) COMBAT " 
~ / SlPPORT TROOPS IN LOG 1ST to ROLEo • "-

/

/,' (2) OIFFICLLTIES IN CAMBODIAo~ :-\ 
ci) OEa.INE INENEMYACT'VITYo ' 

/ 
(7) ~oss OF POPlLATION CONTROl.. BY ENEMY Dl£ TO PACI-
FICAT ION EFFORT So \.: 

/ ' 6. EST IMATE POSTlLATED FOLLOW ING ENEMY CAPAS.LIT IES: " ' 
, / A. LARGE SCAlE GROUl'll ATTACKS. • " 
/ . Be SMALl.. SCALE GROUND ATTACKS,,' \:\.: 
// at WIDESPREAD ATTACKS BY FIRE~ 

O. INtREASE INF It.. TRAT ION~ 
~ TERROR 1ST I? SAPPER g HARASSING, (HoERR ILLA ATTACKS. :\ 

// 70 ENEMY co lA SES OF A cr ION WERE liSTED A Sa " '\ 
Ao CONT INl£ AT PRESENT LEVa. . " 
a. STEP uP MIL IT AR.v A or IV ITYo ~ 

/ c:. LAU'lQi UIJ.T!-REGIMENfAl ATTACKS IN ONE AN) TIfiEE '\ 
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PAGE THREE RUM_MPA2667 T E E T/SPECAT
4. NAVFOR V READ FROM A CA PT URED DOCUMENT WHICH STATED VC
WERE HAVING PROBLEMS BE CA USE ALLIES KE PT CHANGING TACTICS
AND TECHNIQUES. ABRAMS POINTED OUT THAT IS ABOUT AS HIGH
A COMPL IMENT ENEMY CAN PAY US AND HE URGED ALL HANDS TO
KEEP CONSTANT LOOKOUT FOR REPETITIVE PATTERNS IN OUR OPERA-
TIONS AND TO BREAK UP ROUTINE
5. THE INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE LISTED FOLLOWING TRENDS
FAVORABLE TO EACH SIDE:
Ao FAVORABLE TO ENEMY
(1) CRASH LOGISTICS PROGRAM, TO INCLUDE ROAD
BUILDING EFFORT, INCREASE IN TRAFFIC AND AAA DEFENSE OF
HIS LOOCS.
(2) INFILTRATION
(3) INTACT COMMAND AND CONTROL APPARATUS.
(4) SAPPER TRAINING
(5) INCREASE IN IMPORTS, PARTICULARLY VEHICLES AND
EXPLOSIVES
(6) ACTIVITY IN DMZ, ASHAU AND DELTA
Bo FAORABLE TO ALLIES
(1) DE LINE IN ENEMY STRENGTH DUE TO COMBAT LOSSES,

PAGE FOUR R UM_MPA2667 TOPSECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MCE0
HO I CHANS, RECRUITING DIFFICULTIES.
(2) INCREASING MORALE AND DISCIAL INE PROBLEMS FOR
ENEMY.
(3) CONT INUOUS LOSS OF CACHES BY ENEMY.
(4) NECESSITY FOR ENEMY TO USE COMBAT AND COMBAT
SUPPORT TROOPS IN LOGISTIC ROLE.
(5) D IFFICULTIES IN CAMBOD IA.
(6) DE LINE IN ENEMY ACTIVITY.
(7) LOSS OF POPULATION CONTROL BY ENEMY DUE TO PACI-
FICATION EFFORTS.
6. ESTIMATE POST LLATED FOLLOW ING ENEMY CAPABILITIES:
A. LARGE SCALE GR OUND ATTACKS.
B. SMALL SCALE GROUND ATTACKS.
Co WIDE SPREAD ATTACKS BY FIRE.
Do INCREASE INFILTRATION
Eo TERRORIST , SAPPER, HARASSING, GUERRILLA ATTACKS.
7. ENEMY COURSES OF ACTION WERE LISTED AS:
Ao CONTINUE AT PRESENT LEVEL.
B. STEP UP MILITARY ACTIVITY.
Co LAUNCH MULTI-REGIMENTAL ATTACKS IN ONE AND THREE

P6 2-3 1514132 MAR 70
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/ , CORPS. L " • / O. REDUCE ACf IV ITY.. , ' 
/ ~ to EXA..O IT TAOlT OR EXFL ICIT PEACE SETTLEMENT. . " 
'/ F. com INt,£ TERROR 1ST" SAPPER,' HARASSING ANOGUERR,ILLA " 

/ 
ATTACKS IN CONJUNCT ION W 8TH ANY OF OTHER,COlJ\CESo , -

/ 
8. THE MOsr PROBABLE COlR SE OF AOf ION WAS DEEMED TO BE A ," 
STEP lP OF Am- IV ITY, DLR ING PRESENT CAMPA IGN. , " 

, / 90 GEN ABRAMS PHIL.OSPHlZED THROlCHOUT A(\i) MADE SEVERAL '- . 
/ . PO INT SI ' " 
'/ A. BE ALERT TO CHANG ING TIMES. '\ 

'/ 
a, T IGHrEN UP ON TH INGS iN GENERAL AND SFECIFICALL Y " -

/ 
NONAPPROFFlIATEO FUNDS, LEAVE, R&R, olJ'r-OF-COUNTRY AIRCRAFT ,-" 

, FL IGHTS, ETC. ' . " 

/ 
a. BtJ)GET WAS T 8GHT BUT DON'T HOARD, FOR A RA INY DAY , ' 

/ 
AS THERE WERE EXCESSES IN OOUNTRY Non PROBABLY SUFFICIENT TO ,-" 
COVER WORSI' POSSIBIL ITIE50 " 

/ 
0. LRGEO Al.L HAt-DS TO REGARD ENEMY SYSTEM IN IT S " 

/ 
ENI"IRETY, E.E. MAIN UNITS~ ,GlERRILLAS,VCI, CADRE. FOOD, ," 
LOCS, ETC. HE NEED S IT ALL. WE NEED TO GET IT ALLo L "-

~ 18. NO DISCUSSION OF FlIrtflE I\.ANS. WARM REGRADS. ~ 

~ ~f SIX RIN..MPA2661 TOP SEC R E l'SI'EIlAT EXa,USIVElMCEO ~ 
, / IMQUOTEo WARM" REGARDSo ,,"' 
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PAGE F IVE RUM_MPA2667 TOPSECRET/SPECAT EXOUSIVE/MCEO
COR PS.
Do REDUCE ACT IV IT Y.
E. EXPLOIT TACIT OR EXALICIT PEACE SETTLEMENT.
F. CONT INUE TERRORIST, SAPPER, HARASSING AND GUERRILLA
ATTACKS IN CONJUNCT ION WITH ANY OF OTHER COURCES.
8. THE MOST PROBABLE COUR SE OF ACT ION WAS DEEMED TO BE A
STEP UP OF ACTTIVITY DURING PRESENT CAMPAIGN.
90 GEN ABRAMS PHILO SPHIZED THROUGHOUT AND MADE SEVERAL
POINTS:
A. BE ALERT TO CHANGING TIMES.
B. TIGHTEN UP ON THINGS IN GENERAL AND SPECIFICALLY
NONAPPROFR IATED FUNDS, LEAVE, R&R, OUT-OF-COUNTRY AIR CRAFT
FL IGHT S, ETC.
Co BUDGET WAS TIGHT BUT DON T HOARD FOR A RAINY DAY
AS THERE WERE EXCESSES IN COUNTRY NOW PROBABLY SUFFICIENT TO
COVER WOR ST POSSIBILITIES
D. LRGED ALL HANDS TO REGARD ENEMY SYSTEM IN ITS
ENT IRETY, E.E. MAIN UNITS, GUERRILLAS, VCI, CADRE, FOOD,
LOCS, ETC. HE NEEDS IT ALL. WE NEED TO GET IT ALL.
10. NO DISCUSSION OF FUTURE PLANS. WARM REGRADS.

PAGE SIX R UM_MPA2 667 T OPSECRE T/SPECAT EXOLUSIVE/MCEO
GP-4
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
2667
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SEC: RET. SPECAT EXa..U~:SVE FOR LTGEN BUS£ FROM 

LTGEN MCCtJiCHEON fNFO 8GEN PAlJAL INOo • 
REDEB,;OYMENf OF 5TH 175Mtv~ GWBTRYFROM RVN (S) 
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1. ,THE P\.F. PO SE OF'THlS k::;c IS TO AN::w'VER REFS 
AAt\D B TO . 8GB" PADAL ONG, I HAVE DISCUSSED THIS 

. SUBJ v~ iTH BGE.N P:\DAL !NO /..tIC AM TAKING THIS AOf ION 
···SINCE. THE DECISIONS !.N THE SUBJ AREA WERE MAOE . 
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P 160300Z MAR 70
FM CG 111 MAF
TO R UHHFMA / CG FMFPAC
INFO ZEN/CG FORLOGCOMO
8T
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM
LTGEN MCCUTCHE ON INFO BGEN PADAL INO.
REDER OYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (S)
A. CG FMFPAC 1400492 MAR 70 (S)
Bo CG FMF PAC 1421052 MAR 70 (S)
Co CG FMF PAC 1403012 MAR 70 (S)
D. CG FMFPAC 280246Z FEB 70 (S)
E. CG USAR V LBN RVN 210751Z FEB 70 (c) (PASEP)

PMFFReFrom:

F. CMC 12 12462 FEB 70 (S)
Gue CG FORL OG COMO 1806002 FEB 70 (S)
H. CG 111 MAF 0900487 MAR 70 (S)

ANNUAL

6-4 in Dust1. THE PUR POSE OF THIS MSG IS TO ANSWER REFS
A AND B TO BGEN PADAL INO. I HAVE DISCUSSED THIS *
SUBJ WITH BGEN PADAL !NO AND AM TAKING THIS ACTION of
SINCE THE DECISIONS IN THE SUBJ AREA WERE MADE

colo

masy

PAGE TWO RUM_MPA2752 CRET SPECAT
BY THIS HQ.
2. A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF THE CONDITION OF ALL
IN COUNTRY M107/0112 ASSETS WAS CONDUCTED BY THIS

,GECOMO, PR 108 TO THE DEPARTUREREPS
10 DETERMINE THE COMPOSIT ION
WERE PRIME FACTORS

ON WERE as FOLLOWS:
coreFORTH BN REF C

ION OF ASSETS FOR
MEPOS

SHIP FOIR M107°S WITH
IN REF D.

10 PROVIDE SIX M107'S ANDWIRE
Nagative

care
SERVICEABLE CONDITION, ALONG WITH

SAID ANDAND SLARY EQUIPMENT, BASIC ISSUE ITEMS, AND
COMBINA ,75A ofOTHER ESSENT FAL FIRE CONTROL ACCESSORIES, TO

USAR V TAW INFORMAL CMC AGREEMENT AND REF E. 109'2
D. THE REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN A SERVICEABLE
FLOAT OF TWO M110°S AND ONE M107 AS DIRECTED IN
REF Fo

COPY 4 OF 416
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Ell THE FAiJf THAT ·CERT/ •. iN t"lEAPONS ~';Ei,EiNO?ERABLE 
A~;o UNft.EPP, tRA3LE: D i£ F',\iH S SHOllTAG[ tlNO CO~,,1R •. El·C· 
LACK OF' SJOC!<; OB.JECr iV£: OR STOCK V'\F~.PONS .~s SET 
,FORTH IN REF F. 
3Q REf GL ,STEO EVERY MH17 ~,N!) 11.110 WEAPON iN . 
POSSESSION OF In MAF lOiNOL LOE. THOSE TO aE TRANSFERED 
TO ARMY,' AND THO SE TO 8E I~ET~" NED TO CONUS ! I\J 
Q..OSED LOOP PROGRAM OR Vi IT~ 5TH '175MM GUN BTRY~ . 
PLUS n1.~EE.TO BE USED IN COUNTRY AS MAiNTENANr£ 
fLOAT o YOU It/ERE AN INFO AODEf.~ 

. 40 WECO u.. 0 NO T ASS I G N F 0 tR M H~'( rl E IIf~O N S TO 
RET l.fl N' NG 8A TTER. Y V~ rr'lio ur REO UC 1 NG NUMBER 0 F 
WEAPONS 'IN PHS OF FIR iNG 8f1TT£R IES SIN~ WE. 
HAD A;"REAOY REDUCED F1_0AT FROM 1"\\}0 TO ONE" 
THERE WERE NO SPf\f·;E CANNG,\\ ASSE 1v16LIr..:S ON HAl'I'D 
FORL OGCONO OR us,\ SPTC~.4.fJ!) ~! NG SO 1'~E COLLO NOT 

). I'p~tfjttW:ylH7 rc.u'{· 
fll)F'If"tl4(/ C~"I"'fIf}·~. 

rA/~U.tI?ld· reo 
hq,:.,.. e ~ c.. 

IN.' ~c... t1)w.,·c.1IF ""'J~~ y 

DRAW ANY AND CDNVfJH A FL.Oi\T Ml1G TO M1071i THERE 
wERE TINO RED BftlL M1:!l?(lA~lNON ASSEi,\.i3t.IES IN ArlMY 
HANDS Bur iHESE C!OLLO r'~OT BE HETROGRAD[Oo NE nHER 

PAGE FOt~ RIJM.,MPA2']52 SEC RET SPECAT 
WClLD n Mt • .KE SEi'JSC: FOR us "fa RETRO TWO·AND QRAW 
RED BALL HEMS AS HEFL A CEMENT So 
5", I REr~t IZE ~'/E 0 iD Nor COMFL Y W tTH YOLR OROER~ 
wE, SHO u.. 0 l-iP. Vi:: HJrOR ~.jf 0 YO U 0 fR [ CT L Y B V TELEPHONE OR 
HIGH FHf.G£Dff,JCE !;C! WN AGEE :V:SG THAT \~E caU.D NOT COM-­
Pi.. Y INSTEAD OF [\if:Jl.El Y ~l\!f-'OgMtNG YOU 6Y AN INFO COPYOF 
A MSGo 
60 i lNUl!' TO 8e': GEffU.W THAT A~CON ARE AV'IARE THAT THE 
COND n 101',)'0::' T-hf. ;::OtF; 'l~EAPONS ACCGMPANYING' SUBJ UNIT IS 
SUCi~ THAT M·l EtCHAN~E OF GLN ASSEMBl. iES. WILL PROBABL Y 
NOT i~t\Cr:: ·:Hi.:.M ~N 1'\ F;.LL Y SER'JlCEASLE 00\\1'0 IT !ON$ 
ADD H JJP\i:\~,L ,1c P"'rr::~c F(J!.~ WEAPONS HAVt: BEEN HEOEfl.OYED 
wr;'I~::nja ·:'~·~E~R t.\C:S(JC1Arf:D L\NC1LLAf~Y EQU~P/J..[NT" BASIC 
S~SU·:. rt'~;I~$ f.\ft.1 {rriit:,~. ~: SSE NT L~L f" ~RE CONTROL nl:)!'Sq 
:::;JCH FiO~'I;·.~;.>r;· i!i·S·1'..;~'~(::D GVEf~ TO AfO..1YAS INDICATED 
!N PAR ;; C., 
7" WARM he (~!l,\ ~':~" 
G?...,l! 
eT 
'2752 

FMFPAC·GEN 2100/3 (3.'69) 
0101·V04·6603 . 

r 
I SPECAT I 

; 

4~. ~W.fA:. ._ ..... ,."....i'1l~~'< 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET
SPECAT

PAGE THREE R UM_MPA2?52 S E C R E T SPECAT
E. THE FACT THAT CERTAIN WEAPONS WERE INOPERABLE
AND UNREPAIRABLE DIE PARTS SHORTAGE AND COMPLETE
LACK OF STOCK OBJECTIVE OR STOCK KEAPONS AS SET
FORTH IN REF F.
30 REF GL ISTED EVERY M107 AND M119 WEAPON IN
POSSESSION OF 111 MAF TO INOL UDE THOSE TO BE TRANSFERED
TO ARMY, AND THOSE TO BE RETURNED TO CONUS IN
a OSED LOOP PROGRAM OR WITH 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY,
PL US THREE TO BE USED IN COUNTRY AS MAINTENANCE
FLOAT. YOU WERE AN INFO ADDEE.

APPAREMALY TRUE4. WE COULD NOT ASSIGN FOUR M107 WEAPONS TO
RETURNING BATTERY WITHOUT REDUCING NUMBER OF FIRE ORISINAL
WEAPONS IN PITS OF FIRING BATTERIES SINCE WE FRIENDS go
HAD ALREADY REDUCED FLOAT FROM Two TO ONE. MEET CAC
THERE WERE NO SPARE CANNON ASSEMBLIES ON HAND IN REQUI ac newy
FORL OGC0MD OR DNG SO WE COULD NOT
DRAW ANY AND CONVERT A FLOAT M110 TO M107. THERE
WERE TWO RED BALL M107 CANNON ASSEMBL IES IN ARMY
HANDS BUT THESE COULD NOT BE RETROGRADED. NEITHER

PAGE FOUR R UM MPA2 752 S E C R E T SPECAT
WOULD IT MAKE SENSE FOR US TO RETRO TNO AND DRAW
RED BALL ITEMS AS RERACEMENTS.
5. I REAL IZE WE DID NOT COMEL Y WITH YOUR ORDER.
WE SHOULD HAVE INFORMED YOU DIRECTLY BY TELEPHONE OR
HIGH PRECEDENCE ACI !ON ADEE MSG THAT WE COULD NOT COM-
PL Y INSTEAD OF MERELY INFORMING YOU BY AN INFO COPY OF
A MSG,
60 1 WANT TO BE CERTAIN THAT ALCON ARE AWARE THAT THE
COND IT ION OF THE FOIR WEAPONS ACCOMPANYING SUBJ UNIT IS
SUCH THAT AM EXCHANGE OF GUN ASSEMBLIES WILL PROBABLY
NOT PLACE THEM IN A FULLY SERVICEABLE CONDITION®
ADD JONELLY, THESE FOIR WEAPONS HAVE BEEN REDEPLOYED
WITHOUS THEIR ASSOCIATED ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT, BASIC
ISSUE ITEMS AND OTHER ESSENTIAL FIRE CONTROL ITEMS.
SUCH EQUIMENT HAS USED OVER TO ARMY AS INDICATED
IN PAR C,
7. WARM REGARS
CRod
BT
2752

NNNN

SPECAT
FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69)
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~EADQUARTERS II 
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRET III MAF FORM '216(REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE FROM 1 DATE . x - ORIGINATOR CC /$ ;1;?AP /"-/1./ A II? "?K A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NOI CONTROL DATE I 
I - INFORMATION 

/~"Joo2 MAil 70 ICOPY NO ~ OF ¥ COPIES REC'O . S - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT 
'/.£1>£ fJ..Y""~~7 6;t .$'7'# /9.5 m/l? 'CG _. 
G"", IT~Y FJlt)TIa RVAI ts2 DCG 

CIS REMARK 
DC/S 

DCSA...AN5 
DISP0$8TON DEPCORDS 

DSA ICTZ 
SIS C RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 D RETURN FOR PERMANENT 
G-4 :t Jk". t 'i>,~ RETENTION 

'''/ G-5 
SECTION SIGNATURE 

G-6 . 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP '. 

cle " 

COMP 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 

.5 
O'RD 

/ 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDTaE 
REPRO 

SJA 
SPLSERV 
SUPPLY --

FORMED 0 
sac 
TCC 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE SECR~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
X- ORIGINATOR 16 MLAR 70CG III MAFA- ACTION /COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION

1603002 MAR 70 COPY NO 4 OF 4 COPIES REC'DS- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECTROUTE SECTION INITIALCODE OUTIN
REDE PLOYMENT of 5TH 175 mmCG
Gun BTRY FROM RVN (5)DCG

C/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ
RETAIN FOR _MONTHSS/S

G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3

Ha
copy

RETENTIONIG-4
G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6

ADJ
AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL

15

ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8 E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED 0
sac
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

A-15
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET -, SPECAT • 
PTTSZVUN RUM .. MPA2'(52 tlJ751O;i!!'lQJ." SSSSc .. RUHHFMAo 
Ztdy SSSSS 
P 16121;5100Z MAR 70 
FM CG 9 I' MAr 
TO R urtHFMA/CG FMFPA C 
INFO ZENlCG FORLOGCOMO 
aT 
SEC RET SPECAT EXClUSiVE FOR 1.. TGEN BUSE FROM 

lTGEN MCCvrCHEON iNFO BGEN PADAl iNOel • 
REDER. DYMENT OF 5T H 1"(5MM G UN SiR Y FROM RVI\I (S) 
Ao CG FMFPAC 14rm349Z MAR 710 (S) 
So CG FMFPAC 142105Z MAR ?tiJ (5) 
CG CG FMFPAC 140,01Z MAR 70 (S) 
D. CG FMFPAC 281Z246z FEB ?(!J (S) 
Eo CG USARV LBN RVN 2101:5 1Z FEB 70 ~ c) (PASEP) 
Fo CMC 121246Z FEB 710 C S) 
Gv CG FORLOGCOlt-ID 18e1600.Z FEB 70 (S) 
H. OG I' B MAF 09004 82 ~.MR 70 (S) 
1. THE PLR Fa SE OF T HIS M;~G IS TO AN~'VER REFS 
A A(\[) B TO BGEN PADAlfNG~, ~ HAVE DISCUSSED THIS 
SV8J WIT H BGEN PAOAL iNO t: NO AM T M( ING TH I S A CT ION 
SINCE THE DECISIONS IN THE SU8J AREA WERE MADE 

PAGE TWO RtJM..MPA2752. SEC RET SPECAT 
BY THIS HQ Q . 

2. A DETAilED EXAMINATION CF THE CONDITION OF ALL 
IN-COuNrRV M107/MH0 ASSET~: WAS CONDUCTED BY THtS 

HQ W HH REPS FROM FORLOGCOMJ g PR lOR TO TI-£ DEPARTtftE 
OF SUSJ UNIT 9 ~N ORDER TO DETERMIM:: THE COMPosn ION 
OF THE RED eSTR IBUT IONS NECESSAR '(0·.?R 11\1£ fACTORS 
INA.. LENCING nus REO ISTR 'Suf iON WERE AS FOLLOWS: . 
A. THE lOGaST lCS GUIDANCE SET FORTH IN REF C J Ne.:J4-I-~I?.e; cn&,Y 
AUfHOR IZ ING SELEcr eVE RETENT rON OF ASSETS FOR . Wru .~~P"QtD lPO:.L.. 

IN-COUNTRY UNITS~ . . ~r. <::.~ I=~~~.d<-
a. THE REQUIREMENT TO SKI P Fe ~ M107· S w or H . 
SLBJ UNIT AS SET FORTH iN REF Dc . . . 
C. THE REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE SIX M107·S AND ] .~~;.;,C-.? 
TwO M110·S IN SERV ICEABl.E COM) IT ION§ ALONG VI ITH /lej~TI~&:", 
ANOLLARY EQUIPMENT. BASIC ISSUE ITEMS, Af"l) ~1I/~ II-~y 
OTHER E SSE NT tAL F IRE CONTROL A CCESSOR IE S, TO co,." 1011'/ ~ T''''~~ er 
USAR V lAW INFORMAL CMO AGREEMENT AND REF E. /~~ ':J . 
o. THE REQUIREMENT TO MAINfAfN A SERVICEABlE 
FLOAT OF TwO M110- S M.u ONE M107 AS DIRECTED IN 
REF F. 

FMFPAC-GEN 2100(3 (3(69) 
0101-V04-6603 l SPECAT 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
G-9 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET
SPECAT

PTT SZ YUN R UM.MPA2 752 0750300- SSSS-RUHHFMA
ZNY SSSSS
P 160300Z MAR 70
FM CG 801 MAF
TO R UHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO ZEN/CG FORLOGCOMO
BT
SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM
LTGEN MCCUT CHE ON INFO BGEN PADAL INO.
REDER OYMENT OF 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY FROM RVN (s)
Ao CG FMF PAC 1400492 MAR 70 (S)
Bo CG FMFPAC 142105Z MAR 70 (S)
Co CG FMFPAC 140301Z MAR 70 (S)
D. CG FMFPAC 280246Z FEB 70 (S)
E. CG USAR V LBN RVN 2:107512 FEB 70 (c) (PASEP)
F. CMC 12 12462 FEB 70 (S)

pmorne

Go CG FORL OG COMO 1806007 FEB 70 (S)
H. CG ⑉ MAF 0900482 MAR 70 (S)

anogenia

6-4 1A Ducc
1. THE PUR POSE OF THIS MSG IS TO ANSWER REFS
A AND B TO BGEN PADAL INO. I HAVE DISCUSSED THIS *
SUBJ WITH BGEN PADAL INO AND AM TAKING THIS ACT ION
SINCE THE DECISIONS IN THE SUBJ AREA WERE MADE on

copy

msg
PAGE TWO R UM_MPA2 752 SECRET SPECAT
BY THIS HQ.
2. A DETAILED EXAMINAT ION CF THE CONDITION OF ALL
IN-COUNTRY M107/M110 ASSETS WAS CONDUCTED BY THIS
HQ WITH REPS FROM FORLOGCOMO, PR 10R TO THE DEPARTURE
OF SUBJ UNIT, IN ORDER TO DETERMINE THE COMPOSITION
OF THE RED ISTR IBUT IONS NECESSARY. FR IME FACTORS
INFL UENCING THIS REDISTR IBUT ION WERE AS FOLLOWS:

Mega true; ONEAo THE LOGISTICS GUIDANCE SET FORTH IN REF C
AUTHOR IZ ING SELECTIVE RETENT ION OF ASSETS FOR letter APPOO was
IN-COUNTRY UNITS. OF CE FMFPAC
B. THE REQUIREMENT TO SHIP FOUR M107'S WITH
SUBJ UNIT AS SET FORTH IN REF D.
Co THE REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE SIX M107'S AND

Negative;
CMC

Two M110°S IN SERVVICEABLE CONDITION, ALONG WITH
SAID AnyANCILLARY EQUIPMENT , BASIC ISSUE ITEMS, AND

OTHER ESSENT IAL FIRE CONTROL ACCESSORIES, TO COMBINATION of
USAR V IAW INFORMAL CMC AGREEMENT AND REF E. 107's
D. THE REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN A SERVICEABLE
FLOAT OF TWO M110'S AND ONE M107 AS DIRECTED IN
REF F.

Copy 4 OF 4
SPECAT

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69)
SECRET0101-V04-6603
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET SPECAT • \ ,,' 

PAGE 'tHREE R UMLNlPA2 752 SEC RET SP!:: GJ\"f 
Eo THE FtH.'lf THAT CERTA uN J'IJEAPONS if',ERE ~NOPER.ABtE 
AND UM\Ef>A OHABLE D\lZ PART S SHORTAGE tHill COMPLETE 
LACI~ Of' STaC!{ OBJECT iVE OR STam, WEAPONS AS SE'i! 
FORT I-a fiN REF to 
30 REf' G l ij$TEO EVERY M'H~7 ANO MH0 WEAPON ~N 
POJSSESSijON OF ~ i U MAF TO uNOLUDE THOSE TO 8E l"RANSFERED 
TO ARMVD AND THOSE TO 8E RETU~NED TO CONUS iN 
ClOSED LOOP fROGRAM OR iN HH 5TH 'U75MM GUN BTHV!) 
FLUS uKREE TO BE USED ~N COUNTRY !\S WI vNTENANC'£ 
f-LOAr o VOU ViERE t\N uNFO ADOEE" 
1;]0 WE COVJ..D NOT ASS~GN r-O!.R Mu~i'l WEtlFOI\~S TO 
REYUMHNG BliuTERV w rn-:our REDUCH~G NLMBEFt Of 
l!'uEAPOI\IS 'H-i P n S OF F ITfH i\!G SIWTER vE S S i NCZ WE 
HAD A~~RE~\OY REDI$;ED Ft.OI~T FROM 'H~O TO ONEo 
THERE WER~ NO SFARE CANNON ASSEMBL. ~\::;s ON P.ANO 
fORlOGGOi1f.D OR lJSAS?rCVD p ClNG SO f1E COltO NOT 

~Pf'~ ~f!.rt"L7 r4U,r 
Pi FT£: xt DR I '-' '" /i1-'-, 

F,R/~".:r.r rllP' 
he:e~:r c P-v, c:;., 

~ 1::.- Q b(.) a_,i' MC['" r 

OflAW ANii' AND CONVEfl.1 A FLO!\T MH0 TO Mi0?Q THERE 
WERE iNW RED SALt M10? GANNON ASSEMBI", uES !N M~MV 
HAND S Bur TI':ESE GOllD NOT BE RETROG;iAO':D Q Nt: HHER 

PAGE rOUR Rur~_MPA2752 SEC RET SPEO/\T 
VlJOt.ll"D fir MAt(E SE!'jSE FOR US TO RETRO TWO AND DRAW 
RED BAll HEMS t~ S REFlACEMENT So 
50 R RE~L !ZE vilE 0 m NOT COMFl Y W nH YOUR ORDERo 
~~E St--iO\1,D hAVE INFORMED YOU D vRE(,"TL Y BY TELEPHONE OR. 
IHGI-l PREC£OEMGE (tCr!ON JWEE MSG THAi WE GOLLO NOT COM ... 
PLY ~NSTEAIJ OF MERELY iNf"ORMilNG vau 8V AN ~NFO COpy OF 
fo,. MSGo 
6 0 ~ WANT TO BE CERrA iN THAT ALCON ARE AWARE THA 1" THE 
cONP IT WN OF 'n',E fOLR WEAPONS ACCOMPANY~NG SUBJ UNrr IS 
SUCH THAT AN E)WMANGE OF GUN ASSEM8L DES WILL M08ABI... V 
NOT FLACE HIEM !N A FLlL. V SERV8CEABLE CONn IT nON" 
ADO VT 6ONAll. Yo THESE FOlR WEAPONS HAVE BEEN REDEflOVED 
bHTHOuT THE m ASSOC HATED ANC ~LLAR V EQUH~MENT p 6AS6 C 
iSSUE ITEMS AND OTHER ESSENT iAL fURE CONTROL nTEMS Q 

SUCH EQUlPIJ.EHf WAS TlRNED OVER To ARM't AS ~NDICATEO 
iN PAR 2C~ 

10 WARM REGARDSo 
GP",,4 
BT 
·'2752 

NNNN 

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69) 
0101-V04-6603 ) SPECAT 
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PAGE THREE R IM MPA2752 S E CR E T SPECAT
E. THE FACT THAT CERTAIN WEAPONS WERE INOPERABLE
AND UNREPAIRABLE DUE PARTS SHORTAGE AND COMPLETE
LACK OF STOCK OBJECTIVE OR STOCK WEAFONS AS SET
FORTH IN REF Fo
30 REF G LISTED EVERY M107 AND M110 WEAPON IN
POSSESSION OF 110 MAF TO INCLUDE THOSE TO BE TRANSFERED
TO ARMY, AND THOSE TO BE RETURNED TO CONUS IN
LOSED LOOP PROGRAM OR WITH 5TH 175MM GUN BTRY,
FL US THREE TO BE USED IN COUNTRY AS MAINTENANCE
FLOAT. YOU WERE AN INFO ADDEE.

APPAREMTLY TRUE40 WE COULD NOT ASSIGN FOUR M15? WEAFONS TO
RETIRNING BATTERY WITHOUT REDUCING NUMBER OF AFTER ORIGINAL
WEAPONS IN PITS OF FIRING BATTERIES SINCE WE FAILURE TO
HAD ALREADY REDUCED FLOAT FROM TIVO TO ONE. MEET cme
THERE WERE NO SPARE CANNON ASSEMBLIES ON HAND IN REQUICE MEAT
FORL OCCOMD OR USA SPT CAD, ONG SO WE COULD NOT
DRAW ANY AND CONVERT A FLOAT M110 TO M107. THERE
WERE TWO RED BALL M107 CANNON ASSEMBL IES IN ARMY
HANDS BUT THESE COULD NOT BE RETROGRADED. NEITHER

PAGE FOUR RUM_MPA2?52 ECRET SPECAT
WOLLD IT MAKE SENSE FOR US TO RETRO TWO AND DRAW
RED BALL ITEMS AS REFLACEMENTS
5. i REAL IZE WE DID NOT COMFLY WITH YOUR ORDER.
WE SHOULD HAVE INFORMED YOU D RECTLY BY TELEPHONE OR
HIGH PRECEDENCE ACTION ADEE MSG THAT WE COULD NOT COM
FL Y INSTEAD OF MERELY INFORMING YOU BY AN INFO COPY OF
A MSG,
6. 1 WANT TO BE CERTAIN THAT ALCON ARE AWARE THAT THE
COND IT ION OF THE FOUR WEAPONS ACCOMPANYING SUBJ UNIT IS
SUCH THAT AN EXCHANGE OF GUN ASSEMBL IES WILL PROBABLY
NOT PLACE THEM IN A FULLY SERVICEABLE CONDITION.
ADD IT IONALLY, THE SE FOUR WEAPONS HAVE BEEN REDERLOYED
WITHOUT THEIR ASSOCIATED ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT, BASIC
ISSUE ITEMS AND OTHER ESSENT BAL FIRE CONTROL ITEMS.
SUCH EQUIPMENT WAS TURNED OVER TO ARMY AS INDICATED
IN PAR 2.co

70 WARM REGARDS,
GP-4
BT
2752
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SPECAT
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DECLASSIFIED 

ltiEAOQUA_£RS • 

'" MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 
SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE FROM I DATE . 
X - ORIGINATOR CG III MAF 17 MARCH 70 
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO; CONTROl DATE Icopy . I - INFOR~ATION 

J>~ 70' 10Z NO l_OF ~ COPIES REC'O S - SIGNATURE 

ROUTE SECTION CODE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT OPCON 
'CG 

o· 

DCG 
CIS r J ~/!l .. ~ REMARK· 

DC/S Z ~. JP-- V./ 
DCSPLANS II 

DISPOSITON DEPCOROS 
DSA ICTZ 

SIS IX 'II,.., J. ~ C RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I I" . 
AFTER ROUTING 0 DESTROY 

G-2 
G-3 '1 Icth,( ,V},.A ------ 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 
G-4 v '""'-.1 RETENTION 
G-5 <::::- --- SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-G . 

ADJ 
AWARDS III MAF STAFF SECRETARY 

CAP 
CHAP \ RECEIVED TrIO COPIES (2,3) OF 

cle " 
CG III MAF'S P 170310Z MAR 70 

COMP 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS DTOR 17 B 1<IAR 70 

FSEO DTOD 111320 H MAR 70 
HQCMDT 

INSP / J I/f;lIi'dd/~ - e '7 ur-MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 
RDTSE 
REPRO ri' , 

SJA 
SPLSERV 
SUPPLY / 

FORMED 0 .. 
SSC ,~,,;,~, 

TCC .~. '~: 
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSe: 5ICRE~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE FROM DATE
17 MARCH 70CG III MAFX- ORIGINATOR

A-ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C - COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE1- INFORMATION
S- SIGNATURE COPY NO ZOF 3 COPIES REC'DP 170310Z

DATE SUBJECT
SECTIONROUTE CODE INITIAL

IN OUT OPCON
CG
DCG

3/19C/S REMARK

3/18
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ

C4
RETAIN FOR MONTHS

3/19xS/S
G- DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

HerI RETURN FOR PERMANENT

any

G-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
III MAF STAFF SECRETARY

CAP
RECEIVED TWO COPIES (2,3) OFCHAP
CG III MAF'S P 170310Z MAR 70CIB

COMP
DENT
ENGR

H MAR 70DTOR 17FOODS
H MAR 70FSEO DTOD 171320

HQ CMDT

15TMAROIL
- C.W.

INSP

MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8 E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O
S&C
TCC

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

(A-16
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,..;Jt 17.1.51 @lZ IFF-l 
1M CG I II . NAY 
TO CG XXIV CORPS 
Z£PI 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
S g'C R E T/EYES ONLY 10ft LTS N ZAIS 'RO .. LTG[N MCCutCHEON 
OPCON 
1.1 HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTI.N OF opeON OF III MAF 
UNITS AND PROPOSE THE Ji'OLLOWU. PROCEDURES: 

A. THE COMBINED ACTION FOR'E SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV 
CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYEDHROUGHOUTTHE FIVE leTl 
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATECLOSE,Y WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS 
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISION IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS 
AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOIN LV BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR­
SELF. 

B, I HAVE PASSED OPtON 0' CO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO 
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YO~R ARMED FORCES ·POLICE REQUIREMENTS. 

c. OTHER UNITS OF III MAY HOULD REMAIN UNDER MY 
OPCON. I REALIZE, HOWEVER, TH'! ITtS HIGHLY DESIRABLE 
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECT Y WITH MY DIVISION AND 
AIR WING AND THAT THERE (IlAY BE .OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS 
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACK SMA L' UNITS TO OTHER UNITS 
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR spa IFle PURPOSES. 1 HAVE 
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG <IR) FOR III \¥lAF AND MGtN 
WHEELER AS DCGCGROUND) FOR III MAF. 

D. I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO Y U INSTALLING COMMUNICA­
TIONS DIRECT TO 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW. I REQUEST t HOWEVER. 
THAT I BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON A Y COMMUNICATION SENt OVER 
THESE CIRCUITS. I FURTHER REQU ST THAT COMMUNICATIONS 
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES Bi FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING 
OR REQUESTING NO'N-DIRECTIVE TV E INFORMATION. ON ALL 
MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTI.VE IN ' ATUREOR WHICH REQUIRE' A 
DECISION ON THE PART OF 'MY sua RDINATES. I REQUEST THAT 
YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICAt IONS TO 11 I MA'. I HAVE NO 
OBJECTION, HOWEVER, TO YOUR MA' ING THE WING AND THE DIVI" 
S10N' INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME T ME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE 
THE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKINGp, OCESS. 

E. 1 RECOGNIZE THAT FROM Tl TO TIME YOU ~AY HAVE A 
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FRO', II! MAf IN AREAS OUTSIDE 
OF QUANG NAM AND I'lAY DIRECT MIt TO PROVIDE 'CERTAIN 
RESOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. 1. THESE CASESl HAVE NO 
OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVE' SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER 
YOU- ASSIGN FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN 
QUESTION. 1 HAVE IN fUND FOR E' AMPLE SUCH THINGS AS 
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS 'OR INFANt Y UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING 
ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDA ,1ES IN AN 'OPERATION THA! 
REQUIRES CENTRALIZED CO,MMAND A· 'D CONTROt.. SINCE THESE 
KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBA!, Y BE FEW IN NUMBER f 
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM UT TO OUR MUTUAL. SATIS" 
FACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASI • ' 
2.' I NOTE THAT YOU 'HAVE INVITE THE COMMANDERS OF THE 
1ST MAW, lSTMARDIV AND COMBINE ACTION FORCE TO 
ATTEN~ YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS ONFERENCE, ANn t APPRE-
CIATE THIS. WARM REGARDS 
6'-4 

'"~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

P 1703102 ZFF-1
FM CG III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM
SECRE T/EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN MCCUICHEON
OPCON
1. I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF III MAF
UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES:

A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV
CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS
AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR-
SELF.

B. I HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS.

C. OTHER UNITS OF III MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY
OPCON. I REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT'S HIGHLY DESIRABLE
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. I HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG CAIR) FOR III MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS DCG GROUND) FOR III MAF.

D. I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-
TIONS DIRECT TO 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW. I REQUEST, HOWEVER,
THAT I BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICATION SENT OVER
THESE CIRCUITS. I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING
OR REQUESTING NON-DIRECTIVE TYPE INFORMATION. ON ALL
MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTIVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A
DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES, I REQUEST THAT
YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS! TO III MAF. I HAVE NO
OBJECTION, HOWEVER, TO YOUR MAKING THE WING AND THE DIVI-
SION INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE
THE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

E. I RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM III MAF IN AREAS OUTSIDE
OF QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
RESOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. IN THESE CASES I HAVE NO
OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUESTION. I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING
ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE
KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-
FACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS.
2. I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE
1ST MAW, ISIMARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO
ATTEND YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRE-
CIATE THIS. WARM REGARDS
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SEQ\ET/~OFORN/ SP£\1A'flMAR HE CORPS EVES ONt- Y fOR 
FROM L. TGEf\1 J.lJCUTCI-EON (DEL eVER 01,,11=: ING WORKING 

I) 

TH J S OA TE ON SUE; J: Q\JOTE 
1" (S/Nf) IN V lEW Of THE Vi WE.SPREAO EMFLOYMENr OF THE 
COMBINED ACT iO~; PLATOONS THROu:.~HOlJf leTZ AND THE CON .. 
SIDER ABLE CONTR I B UT ION W H r CH tHE YARE 'CONT I NU I NG TO MA KE 
TO THE OVERAL.L PACifICATION E.F'F'ORT IN THESE AREAS, iT 
APPEARS PRU)ENT TO REVIEW PHASE IV A...ANNING AS IT RELATE'S 
TO THE COMB INED ACT ION FORCE. 
2. (T SILO) AL T HOU:;H NO FINAL DE C' S ION HA S BEEf'll MADE 
REGARD ING THE STRENGTH OR COMPO S IT toN OF THE MAR ;NE COR PS 
FOH OE S TO REMA I N IN RVN AFTER PHA SE I v REDEPt,OYMENT S ARE 
COMPLETED, IT IS ANT fCIPATED THAT AT LEAST THREE OF rHE 
PAGE TWO Rt}.l.MPA2993 TOP SEffiET/NOFORN/SF£CAT/MAR .NE CORPS EYES ONL Y 
FOlR EX 1ST ING COMB INED A CT ION GROUPS (CAG) W ILL BE ~_EOE-
Fi.. OYED 0 

30 (TS/LD> THE SfATUS 01=' THE 20 CAG IN qllANG NAM PRO .. 
VINCE IS Uf\CETERMINEO~ IN LATE JANUARY~ COMMAND ING (~£NE­
fH.L, I t I MAR JNE AMPH 1810 us FORn: RECOMMEM)ED TO COMuSMACV 
THAT TH!S CAG REMAiN IN-COUNTRY AT A SfHENGTH OF 600 AS 
AN ADO.ON TO WHATEVER OTl-jEri MAR WE CORPS FORCES REMA IN .. 
C:OMUSMACV APFf\OVED THIS RECOMiI:Ei\l(IAT ION FOR R...ANNING pm ... 
POSESg aur THE FH'-lAL DETERMINATION APPEARS OEPE~)ENT ON 
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MAR INES AUTHOR IZED FOR RVN AriER 
PHA SE IVo 
lio (SINn COMMAi'iJ ING GEi\£RAL, I CORPS IS KNOivN TO BE AN 
ENTHUSIAST Ie PROPONENT OF TI-E COMB INED ACT ION PHOGRAivf 
AND ATTRIBUfES TO THE CAPS MUCH OF THE cr::OIT fOR r)Acl· .. 
F I CAT ION PROGRESS AND FAVORA8LE SEGUR ITY SIT UAT;ONS WHfCH 
GE~'ERALL Y EX I ST I N THE IR AREA S OF OPERAT IONS. "fHE I M!:!A CT 
Of THE WITHDRMliAL OF TI-IESE UNJT00 WrEN REqnIREO~ ~~ILL BE 
~'EVERE AND HIGH .. Y ADVER SE PSYCHOLOG I CALL ,\ 
51! (S/NF) IN VIEW Of-' THE ABOVE ~T IS RECOMMENDED THAT 
UN ILATERAL R..ANS BE DEVELOPED, HD LATER COQRD INAT[O 'N iTH 
PAGE THREER U\tt.MPA2993 TOP SE (RET INOF'ORNl SP';: Ct, 1" liyi.iIR H\SE COR P.3 EYES UNL Y 
GOM~AA.f\lQ ING GENERAL I) I COR PSt! TO FR OV ICE FOR 1\ CONT INU I NG 
HIGU LEva OF SECLR ITY AM) DEVELOPMENT !N THESE AREAS AND 
"CHAT COMMAND fNG GENERAL, XXiV CORPS SUPPORT EFFORTS 1'0 
RETA'INAT LEAST ONE COMBI-NED ACTION GROUP IN I CORPS 
TACT leAL ZONE., UNQUOTE 
2.;, (U) WARM REGARDS" 
f"'io~1t~ J. 
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYTOP SECRET
ION CENTERCOMMUN

ZNY TTTTT HEADQUARTERS
P 1704 BZ MAR 70 FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

HASSON SENTFM CG 111 MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
BT
TOP SEORET/NOFORN SPECAT/MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY FOR
LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MOCUT CHE ON (DELIVER DURING WORKING
HOLR SO
PHASE IVo REDEALOYMENT OF THE COMBINED ACTION FOR
1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LTR I SENT TO CG XXIV CORPS
THIS DATE ON SUBJ: QUOTE
1. (S/NF) IN VIEW OF THE WIDESPREAD EMPLOYMENT OF THE
COMBINED A CT ION PLATOONS THROUGHOUT ICTZ AND THE CON*
SIDERABLE CONTR IBUT ION WHICH THEY ARE CONT INUING TO MAKE
TO THE OVERALL PACIFICATION EFFORT IN THESE AREAS, IT

APPEARS PR IDENT TO REVIEW PHA SE IV R.ANNING AS IT RELATES
TO THE COMBINED ACT ION FOR CE.

2. (TS/LD) ALTHOUGH NO FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE
REGARD ING THE STRENGTH OR COMPOSIT ION OF THE MARINE COR PS

FORCES TO REMA IN IN RVN AFTER PHASE IV REDERLOYMENTS ARE
COMPLETED, IT IS ANT ICIPATED THAT AT LEAST THREE OF THE
PAGE TWO RUM_MPA2993 TOP SECRET/NOFORN/SPECAT/MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY
FOUR EXIST ING COMBINED A CT ION GROUPS (CAG) W ILL BE REDE-
FLOYED.
3. (T S/LD) THE STATUS OF THE 2D CAG IN QUANG NAM PRO-
VINCE IS UNDETERMINED. IN LATE JANUARY, COMMAND ING GENE-
RAL, 111 MAR INE AMPHIBIO US FORCE RECOMMENDED TO COMUSMACV
THAT THIS CAG REMAIN IN-COUNTRY AT A STRENGTH OF 600 AS
AN ADD-ON TO WHATE VER OTHER MARINE CORPS FORCES REMA IN.
COMUSMACV APPROVED THIS RECOMMENDAT ION FOR PLANNING PIR-
POSES, BUT THE FINAL DETERMINATION APPEARS DEPENDENT ON
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MARINES AUTHORIZED FOR RVN AFTER
PHASE IV.
4. (S/NF) COMMANDING GENERAL, 1 CORPS IS KNOWN TO BE AN
ENTHUSIAST IC PROPONENT OF THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM
AND ATTRIBUTES TO THE CAPS MUCH OF THE O' ED IT FOR PACI
FICAT ION PROGRESS AND FAVORABLE SECURITY SITUATIONS WHICH
GENERALLY EXIST IN THEIR AREAS OF OPERATIONS, THE IMPACT
OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF THESE UNITS WHEN REQUIRED, WILL BE
SEVERE AND HIGHLY ADVER SE PSYCHOLOGICALLY
5. (S/NF) IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT
N I L ATER AL PLANS BE DEVELOPED. AND LATER COORDINATED WITH
PAGE THREER UM_MPA2993 TOP SECRET/NOFORN/SPECAT/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
COMMAND ING GENERAL, I CORPS, TO PROVIDE FOR A CONT INUING
HIGH LEVEL OF SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT IN THESE AREAS AND
THAT COMMANDING GENERAL, XXIV CORPS SUPPORT EFFORTS 10
RETAIN AT LEAST ONE COMBINED ACTION GROUP IN 1 COR PS
TACT ICAL ZONE. UNQUOTE
2, (U) WARM REGARDS.
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SEC R E l/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
OPCOK . . 
I. 1 HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF 111 MAP 
UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOwt8G PROCEDURES. 

A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV 
CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE leTZ 
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH" US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS 
THROUGHOUT IeTZ,' AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO 1.0CATIONS 
AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL I .. AM AND YOUR-
~~. , 

B. 1 HAVe: PASSED opeOK OF 0 CO 3D ('IP BN T() YOU TO 
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE l~QUIREMENTS. 

'C. OTHER UNITS OF 111 MAr SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY 
opeON. 1 REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT'S HIGHLY DESIRABLe: 
FOR YOU TO COMl'lUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND 
AIR WING AND tHAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS 
NECESSARY FOR ME to AtTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS 
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. 1 HAVE 
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG (AIR) FOR 111 MAF AND MGEN 
WHEELER AS DCGCGROUND) FOR III MAr. 

. NET ON TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-
OBJECTlot~ . TO' PASSING PC E U U 
YOU ASSIGN FUL1. RES~ONSlS1LlTY FOR THE OPERATION IN 
QUESTION. 1 HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS 
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING 
ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION ,THAT, 
REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMPIAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE· . 
KINOS Of OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I 
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT to OUR MUtUAl.. SATIS­
FActION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS. 
2. 1 NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVlTED THE COMMANDERS OF tHE 
1ST !'tAW. lSTMARIHVAND COMBINE'D AOTION FORCE TO 
ATTEND YOUR WEE~LY COf'1f'1ANDERS CONFERENCE, AND 1 APPR£­
ClAtE THIS. WARM REGARDS 
GP-4 
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P 1793102 ZFF-1
FM CG IN MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
ZEM

C R E T/EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON
1. I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF III MAF

SECRETUNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES:
A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV

CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS
AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR-
SELF.

B. I HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS.

C. OTHER UNITS OF III MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY
OPCON. I REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT'S HIGHLY DESIRABLE
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND

AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. I HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG(AIR) FOR III MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS DCG (GROUND) FOR III MAF .

D. I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-

OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUESTION. I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING
ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE
KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I

BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-

FACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS.
2. I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE

1ST MAW, 1STMARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO
ATTEND YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRE-
CIATE THIS. WARM REGARDS
GP-4
550
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10 R IJiHFMA/CG FMFPAC 
aT 
SEC R E r SFECAT MAR ~NE CORPS EYES ONL ii' EXOl.US~VE 
FOR lIGEN BUSE FROM l TGEN MCCUTCHEON (DEL ~ \fER OUR ~I\!G 
IIVORKHNG HOtR s) 

. OPCON .. 
1 Q THE FOLLOW fiNC I S THE TEXT OF THE Iv'tESSAGE ij SEN'i if 0 
f..TGEN ZA 8S ON 17 MAR ON THE SOSJ Or OPCON OF U 0 i MAr 
toN IT SO 
QUOTE 
1. I HAVE REV IEWEO THE QUEST ION OF OPCON OF ij I ~ MAr 
UN IT S AND PROPOSE THE: FOLLOW ING mOCEOLRES2 
Ao THE COMB. NED A ar ~ ON FOR Of SHO l.l 0 BE· OPCON X)< i v 
cORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROt.SHOur THE FiVE HITZ 
PROVINCES~ THEV OF£RATE a..05ELY W9TH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNns 
THROUGHOUT SCfZe AND DECISIONS iN REGARD 10 LOCATIONS 
AND RElOCAT IONS ARE MADE JO BNTL. Y BY GENERAL LAM AND VOUR" 
SELFo 

FA GE TWO R UVL MPA;25; SEC RET SPE CA T MOEO 
50 I HAVE FA SSEO OpeON OF D· CO ;50 MPBN TO YOU TO 
SUPPORT AI\[) ASS.IS'T YOtR ARMED FORCE·S'POLICE REQU9REMENTSQ 
Co OTHER UN or S ·OF i I 6 MA F SHO llD REMA iN UNDER MY 
!PCONo i REAl6ZE o HOr.EVER~ THAT BT" S HIGH.. Y DESIRABLE 
FOR 'IOU TO COMMUN~CArE 0 BREOfL V W RTH MY D avos ION AND 
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE: OCCASIONS WHEN BT 8S 
NECESSARY F'OR ME TO ATTACH SMAll UNHS TO OTHER UNBTS 
THAT YOU MAY OESUGNATE FOR SPE·('HFIC PURPOSES. 8· HAVE 
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG(A IR) FOR I ~ ~ MAr AND [viGEN 
WHEElER AS OCG(GROuNtn FOR 'VI MAre . 
00 ij HAVE NO OBJECT RON TO YOU 8 NSf ALlVNG COMMUNDCA"" 
liONS DIRECT TO 1STMAROIV AND 1STMAW() i REQUEST!) HOWEVER o 
THAT B Be:. MADE iNFO AOOEE ON ANY COMMUNi'CAT WN SENT OVER 
TtiESE CDR cuUT So ~ FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUND CAT BONS 
o iREdrl Y TO MV SuBORO;NATES BE FOR THE PlJRPOSE OF PASS~NG 
OR REQl£ST iNG NON"'O SRECT IVE TlPE INFORMAl BONo ON ALL 
MATTERS THAT ARE 0 fREer WE IN NATtRE .OR WHijOH REQU8RE A 
OEC~SION ON THE PARr OF MY SUBORDINATESg ~ REQUEST THAT 
YOU DIREctr SUCH COMMUNftCAT aONS TaU B fi MAts B HAVE NO 
OBJEcT ION, HOWEVER!) TO VOIoR MAKHMG THE W QNG AND 0 nv is nON 
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PTT SIYUN RUM MPA3253 0770649-SSSS--RUKHFMA.
ZNY SSSSS
P 1806492 MAR 70
FM CG 100 MAF
TO R UHHFMA / CG FMFPAC
BT
SECRET SPECAT MARINE COR PS EYES ONLY EXCLUSIVE
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUT CHEON (DELIVER DURING
WORKING HOURS)
OPCON
10 THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE I SENT TO
LTGEN ZAIS ON 17 MAR ON THE SUBJ OF OPCON OF 001 MAF
UNITS.
QUOTE
1. I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF 880 MAF
UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES:
Ao THE COMBINED CTION FOR CE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV
CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DE PLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS
AND RELOCAT IONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR-
SELF.

PAGE TWO RUM_MPA3253 E E T SPECAT MCEO
B. I HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 30 MP BN TO YOU TO
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS.
Co OTHER UNITS OF 111 MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY
OP CON. 8 REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT" S HIGHLY DESIRABLE
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS
NECESSAR FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PUR POSES. I HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG(AIR) FOR 080 MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS D GG ( GROUND) FOR 111 MAF.
D. 1 HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-
TIONS DIRECT TO 1STMARD IV AND 1STMAW. I REQUEST , HOWEVER,
THAT I BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICAT ION SENT OVER
THE SE CIRCUITS I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PUR POSE OF PASSING
OR REQUEST ING NON-DIRECT IVE TYPE INFORMATION. ON ALL
MATTERS THAT ARE D RECT IVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A
DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES, I REQUEST THAT
YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO 100 MAF. I HAVE NO
OBJECT ION, HOWEVER, TO YOUR MAKING THE WING AND DIVISION

SPECAT
"MCEO"
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PAGE THREE RUM..MPA~25; SEC REt . SFEOAT MCEO 
INFO ADOEES AT THE SAME tiME SN ORDER TO EXPED rfE 

THE A..#\N AND DECBS80N"'MAKfiNG FROCESSo 
Eo I RECOGN aZE THA l' FROM i 6ME 1" 0 T'ME YOU MA'f HA VE A 
REQUIREMENr FOR ASSISTANCE FROM Uti .MAr ~N AREAS OuTSmE 
Of" QUANG NAM AND MA Y DIREcrf ME TO PROVODE CERTA ON 
RESOLRct:S FOR SUCH MISSIONSQ IN THESE CASES e HAVE NO 
OBJEdf DCJlN TO PASS~NG OPCON OVER SUCI-l UNITS TO WHOMEVER 
YOU ASS!GN FU"l RESPONSIBiliTY FOR THE OPERATWN ~N 
Qt.£ST ijONo a HAVE iN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH TH.N~S AS 
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UN81S THAT OPERA1~I\JG 
AlONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES VNAN OPERAT~ON THAi 
RE QU iR E S CENTR AI.. JZ EO COMMA NO A NO CONTR OL~ SiN CE THE SE 
KINDS OF OPERAT IONS Vi UlL MOSABI.. Y BE FEW ~N NUMBER U 
BEL .EVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM our TO Ol.R MUTUAl. SAT OS ... 
FAdr ION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS~ . 
2. D NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE 
1STMAW, 1STMARDQV AND COM8'N~O A.CT ION FORCE TO ATTEND 
YOLR VVfEIt. V COMMANDERS CONFERENCE" AND Q APPRECOA1i"E 
THIS@ WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS. 
Gfb4 
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PAGE THREE RUM.MPA3253 SECRET SPECAT MCEO
INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE
THE PLAN AND DECISION MAKING PROCESS.
E. I RECOGNIZE THAT FROM T IME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM 800 MAF IN AREAS OUT SIDE
OF QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
RESOLRCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. IN THESE CASES 1 HAVE NO
OB JECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FUL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUESTION. I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT OPERATING
AL ONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRAL IZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE
KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I
BEL IEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-
FACT ION ON A CASE BY CA SE BASIS.
2. 1 NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE
1STMAN, 1STMARD IV AND COMBINED A CT ION FOR CE TO ATTEND
YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRECIATE
THIS. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS.
GR4
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3253
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BT 
S e: eRE T SfiECAT MAR iNE CORPS EVES ON!.. V EXOLUSfiVi! 
FOR liGEN BUSE FROM l TGEN MCCUTCHEON UJEL UVER DUR UNG . 
WaR KiNG HO \oR S) 
QPco~i 
10 THE FOLlO~ me I S THE TEXT OF THE IIf£SSAGE ~ SENT TO 
LTGEN ZA IS ON 17 MAR ON THE SUBJ OF opeo\\! OF i ~ ij MAr 
UNIT S(J 
QUOTE 
10 I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTIO\\! OF opeo\\! OF ij~1 MA~ 
UN IT S AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOVIIING PROCEDLRES~ 
Ao THE COMB INED A or i ON FOR CE SHO \.LD BE opeo\\! xx ~ v 
CORPSo THE CAPS ARE OER..OYEO Tt-ROl.GHOur THE FUVE HITl 
PROVINCES" THEY OPt:RATE a.,OSEl, Y VII ITH US/ARVN/RF/?F UNiTS 
THROUGHOUT ,arzo AND DECISIONS IN REGARD oro lOCATWNS 
AND RELOCAT IONS ARE MADE JO aNTI.. Y BY GENERAL LAM AND YoU'tt .. 
SELF. 

PAGE TWO R lM..MPA;25; SEC RET SPECAT MCEO 
60 I HAVE FA SSEO OPCON OF 0 CO;O MP BN TO YOU TO 
SuPPORT AND ASS_~ST YOUi ARMED FORC£S-POlICE REQUOREMENTSo 
Co OTHER UN gT SOF I i I MA F SIiOU,.D REMA IN UNDER MY 
OPCONo S REAl8ZEf,I Hor,EVER 9 THAT ITi) S H;GHL. Y DES~RABLE 
FOR yauTO COMMUNICATE o aRE en. V WITH MY D~V6S00N AND 
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCAsaONS wHEN n 8S 
NEcESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNrrs­
THAT YOU MAV DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSESo 9 HAVE 
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS OOO(A BIU FOR II V MAt AND MGEN 
WHEELER AS DCl'HGROUND> FOR 'U I MAFc- . 
00 , HAVE NO OBJE or ION TO YOU 8NST Al.L. iNG COMMUN. CAe> 
T IONS OIREef TO 1STMARD IV AND 1SiMAWQ I REQuEST ~ HOWEVER g 

THAT 8 BE MADE INFO AOOEE ON ANYCOMMUNfCAT ION SENT OVER 
THESE C ~R CUlT So I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMU1\H CAT BONS 
D IREdTl.. V TO MY SUBORO UNATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING 
OR REQLEST 100 NON-O iRECT lYE TVPE INfORMAllON Q ON 6\lL 
MATTERS THAT ARE 0 IRE aT lYE IN NATU\E OR WHICH REQUiRE Ii. 
DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATESD • REQuEST THAT 
YOu 0 IREdi' SUCH COMMUNI CAT IONS TO B' I MAro I HAVE NO 
OBJEcT ION, HOrtEVERg TO VOlR MAKING THE WING AND 0 IV 1S iON 
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P. 1806492 MAR 20
FM CG 101 MAF
TO R UHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
S ECRET SPECAT MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY EXCLUSIVE
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUT CHEON (DEL IVER DURING
WORKING HOURS)
OPCON
1. THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE MESSAGE I SENT TO
LTGEN ZAIS ON 17 MAR ON THE SUBJ OF OPCON OF 110 MAF
UNIT So

QUOTE
1. I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF 080 MAF
UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES:
Ao THE COMBINED ACT ION FOR CE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV
COR PS. THE CAPS ARE DE LLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE LOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS
AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR-
SELF.

PAGE TWO R UM_MPA3253 E T SPECAT MCEO
B I HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 30 MP BN TO YOU TO
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FOR CES POLICE REQUIREMENT S.
Co OTHER UNITS OF 111 MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY
0°CONo I REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT°S HIGHLY DESIRABLE
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS
ECESSAR Y FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PUR POSES 8 HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS D OG ( A IR) FOR III MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS D CG (GROUND) FOR 111 MAF.
D. I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-
TIONS D IRE CT TO 1STMARD IV AND 1STMAW. I REQUEST, HOWEVER,
THAT 8 BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICAT ION SENT OVER
THE SE CIRCUITS. I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PUR POSE OF PASSING
OR REQUESTING NON-DIRECT TYPE INFORMATION. ON ALL
MATTERS THAT ARE IRE CT IVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A
DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES, 1 REQUEST THAT
YOU D R E C T SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO 111 MAF. 1 HAVE NO
OBJECT ION, HOWEVER, TO YOUR MAKING THE WING AND DIVISION
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PAGE THREE R UM.. MPA~25' SEC RET ,SPECAT MeEO 
INFO AOOEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXflED ITE 

THE R..AN ANJ DECISION-MAKING mOCESS. 
Eo I RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A 
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM lit .MAF IN AREAS OvrStDE 
OF QUANG NAM AND MA Y 0 fREar ME TO PROVIDE CERTA I,N 
RESOlf\CES fOR SUCH MISSIONS. IN THESE CASES I HAVE NO 
OB~oT ION TO PA SS I NG OPOON OVER SUCH UN 11 S TO IN HOWEVER 
YOU ASSIGN FlLL RESpoNSIBIL ITY FOR THE OPERATION IN 
Qt£ST IONo I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMR..E SUCH THINGS AS 
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INfANTRY UNITS THAT OPERATING 
AlONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES INAN OPERATION THAT 
REQUIRES CENTRAL tZED COMMANJ AM), CONTROLo SINCE THESE 
KIN.') S OF OPERAT IONS WILL FROBABL Y BE FEW I N NUMBER I 
sa tEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM our TO O~ MUTuAL SAT IS ... 
FAOi ION ON A CASE BY CASE BASISo ' 
20 I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INV IlEO THE OOMMAMlERS OF THE 
1STMAW, 1STMARD IV AI\D COMB INED ACT ION FORCE TO ATTEND 
YOU\ VVEEtt. Y COMMANDERS CONFERENCE p AM) I APPRECIATE 
THIS. WARM REGARDSo UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS. 
G~. . 
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PAGE THREE RUM_MPA3253 SECRET SPECAT MCEO
INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE
THE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.
E. I RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM 111 MAF IN AREAS OUT SIDE
OF QUANG NAM AND MAY D RECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
RESOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. IN THESE CASES I HAVE NO
OBJECT ION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FUL RESPONSIB IL ITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUESTION, I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT OPERATING
AL ONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDAR IES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRAL IZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE
KINDS OF OPERAT IONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I

BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUUL SATIS-
FACT ION ON A CASE BY CA SE BASIS.
2. I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE
1STMAN, 1STMARD IV AND COMBINED A CT ION FOR CE TO ATTEND
YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRECIATE
THIS. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS.
GR-4
BT
3253

NNNN

"MCEO
SPECAT

FMFPAC-GEN 2100/3 (3/69) SECRET0101-V04-6603

12

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 
'. ,.\ 

__ ' C OMM CENTER. 
OUTGOlNG CLASSIFIED/EFTO SMOOTH MESSACE DRAFT 

FROM 0: 
',';,... C=G~I_I_I_MA_F ___ .:....-____ -+-______ ~Z SECT: G-3 1-

TO PRECEDENCE PHONE __ _ 
CG FMFPAC 

D FLASH. D CONCURREDjd 

1t!l-IN-FO--------------1[ll]IMMEOIATE[::J OF ~ , 

CJPRIORITY 0 ,~~ ~'~ 

, ,p ROUTINE CJ~"';"" ____ -"""'''''''''''~'1 
.{ 

BT . 
r:::J MAIL. CJ 

TOP SECRET/LIMDISISPECAT/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN 
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· HOURS) 

FORCE PLANNING U) , 

A. CG III MAF120206z FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCEO) 

.' B. CG III MAF 201352Z FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCEO) 

C. CG' III MAF 230656z FEB 70'(TS/SPECAT/MCEO) 

· 1. REF A WAS' THE RECOMMENDED TROOP LIST FOR A 9. 4K MAE. 
') 

· REF::-B MODIFIED REF A TO INCREASE THE DET, RADIO BN AND REF 

C FORWARDED THE REQUIRED ~RADE OFF. 

2. I AM CONCERNED AT INDICATIONS THAT THE MARINE CORPS 

. FORCE REMAINING AFTER PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENTS MAY BE USED 
~\-

PRIMARILyrTO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR FIXED INSTALLATIONS IN 
: \,7 '. 

THE DANANG AREA. 

A. USARV REPS CHAIRED A MEETING TO DISCUSS DEFENSE OF 

'THE DANANG VITAL AREA ON 15 MAR 70. DURING DISCUSSION 'IT"" 
-.' 

/f 
TOP SECRET/LIMDIS' 
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TOP SECRET/LIMDIS/SPECAT/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY/FOR LTGEN

BUSE FROM LTGEN MC CUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING NORMAL DUTY

HOURS)

FORCE PLANNING (U)

A. CG III MAF 120206z FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCEO)

B. CG III MAF 201352Z FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCEO)

C. CG III MAF 230656Z FEB 70 (TS/SPECAT/MCEO)

1. REF A WAS THE RECOMMENDED TROOP LIST FOR A 9. 4K MAB.

CENTER

REF B MODIFIED REF A TO INCREASE THE DET, RADIO BN AND REF

C FORWARDED THE REQUIRED TRADE OFF.

2. I AM CONCERNED AT INDICATIONS THAT THE MARINE CORPS

FORCE REMAINING AFTER PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENTS MAY BE USED

PRIMARILY TO PROVIDE SECURITY FOR FIXED INSTALLATIONS IN

THE DANANG AREA.

A. USARV REPS CHAIRED A MEETING TO DISCUSS DEFENSE OF

PIERSE

THE DANANG VITAL AREA ON 15 MAR 70. DURING DISCUSSION IT
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BECAME APPARENT ~rUSARV PLANfi TO REINFORCE THE DANANG -, 
~ 

AREA WITH ONLY ONE COMPANY FOR SECURITY FUNCTIONS. WHEN 

THE INADEQUACY OF THIS EORCE WAS POINTED OUT BY XXIV CORPS 

REPS, THEY WERE REMINDED BY USARV REPS'THAT A MARINE RLT 

WOULD· BE IN THE AREA. 

B. III MAF REP WAS QUESTIONED REGARDING REDEPLOYMENT 

PLANS FOR THE 1ST MP BN NOW GUARDING DANANG AIR BASE. 

C. PLANS AND INITIATIVES FOR RVNAF ASSUMPTION OF 

SECURITY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DANANG AIR FIELD WERE RE~ 

JECTED LOCALLY AND HAVE BEEN AT THE JGS LEVEL FOR OVER 

ONE MONTH WITH LITTLE SIGN OF MOVEMENT. 

D. CG, I CORPS HAS STATED THAT HE IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE 

SECURITY FOR THE ESSO PLANT OR THE I CORPS BRIDGE IN ITS 

ENTIRETY DUE TO A SHORTAGE OF RF/PF FORCES. 

3. EMPLOYMENT OF MARINES SOLELY IN A STATIC SECURITY ROLE 

WOULD SUPPORT MACV POSITION THAT RLT IS ONLY MARINE CORPS 

FORCE REQUIRED SINCE HELICOPTER MOBILITY WOULD BE UNNEC­
(rIVCLUO/It/6- /rIR) 

ESSARY AND NEED FOR SUPPORTING ARMSAGREATLY REDUCED. 

APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH A FORCE STRUCTURE WOULD 

NOT BE IN BEST INTEREST OF MARINE CORPS AND WOULD ERODE 
ST/tTUS 
g 4S iWJ AS .. AN INTEGRAL AIR/GROUN)) TE1,ID1 OF COMBINED ARMS.-J 
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THAT
BECAME APPARENT AHT USARV PLAND TO REINFORCE THE DANANG

AREA WITH ONLY ONE COMPANY FOR SECURITY FUNCTIONS. WHEN

THE INADEQUACY OF THIS FORCE WAS POINTED OUT BY XXIV CORPS

REPS, THEY WERE REMINDED BY USARV REPS THAT A MARINE RLT

WOULD. BE IN THE AREA,

B. III MAF REP WAS QUESTIONED REGARDING REDEPLOYMENT

PLANS FOR THE 1ST MP BN NOW GUARDING DANANG AIR BASE.

C. PLANS AND INITIATIVES FOR RVNAF ASSUMPTION OF

SECURITY RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DANANG AIR FIELD WERE RE-

JECTED LOCALLY AND HAVE BEEN AT THE JGS LEVEL FOR OVER

ONE MONTH WITH LITTLE SIGN OF MOVEMENT.

D. CG, I CORPS HAS STATED THAT HE IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE

SECURITY FOR THE ESSO PLANT OR THE I CORPS BRIDGE IN ITS

ENTIRETY DUE TO A SHORTAGE OF RF/PF FORCES.

3. EMPLOYMENT OF MARINES SOLELY IN A STATIC SECURITY ROLE

WOULD SUPPORT MACV POSITION THAT RLT IS ONLY MARINE CORPS

FORCE REQUIRED SINCE HELICOPTER MOBILITY WOULD BE UNNEC-
(INCLUDING AIR)

ESSARY AND NEED FOR SUPPORTING ARMS
1
GREATLY REDUCED.

APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH A FORCE STRUCTURE WOULD
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STATUS
AS, AN INTEGRAL AIR/GROUND TEAM OF COMBINED ARMSPESTEEN

INITIALSMESSAGE IDENTIFICATIONPAGETOR/TOD NO. OFCONTROL NO.
PAGESNO.

2 3

SECURITY CLASSIFICATIONPEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS
TOP SECRET/LIMDIS

173-1DD
FORM REPLACES EDITION OF , MAY 55 WHICH WILL BE USED. PPC-Japan 13NOV 63

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

, . 
ABCREVIATED MEsSAGE FORM 

Y CL.ASSIFICATION 

IJI;d/or CONTINUATION SHEET TOP SECRET 
FTEDSY 

.. 3 

4. I REALIZE THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BASED ON STAFF -, 

DISCUSSIONS AND THAT CG XXIV CORPS HAS NOT ONLY NOT MADE 

A DECISION IN THIS REGARD BUT PROBABLY HAS NOT EVEN CON~ 

SIDERED THIS PROBLEM. HOWEVER, LOCAL SECURITY WILL BE A 

PROBLEM AFTER PHASE IV AND I WANTED TO ALERT YOU TO WHAT 

COULD BE THE XXIV CORPS SOLUTION TO THAT PROBLEM, I.E., 

THE USE OF THE MARINE RLT PRIMARILY FOR LOCAL SECURITY.· 

IF THAT IS THE DEVELOPMENT, WE MAY WANT TO START THINKING 

NOW ABOUT THE ADVISABILITY OF KEEPING ANY FORCE LESS THAN 

9.4K AFTER PHASE IV. WARM REGARDS. 
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4. I REALIZE THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS BASED ON STAFF

DISCUSSIONS AND THAT CG XXIV CORPS HAS NOT ONLY NOT MADE

A DECISION IN THIS REGARD BUT PROBABLY HAS NOT EVEN CON-

SIDERED THIS PROBLEM. HOWEVER, LOCAL SECURITY WILL BE A

PROBLEM AFTER PHASE IV AND I WANTED TO ALERT YOU TO WHAT

COULD BE THE XXIV CORPS SOLUTION TO THAT PROBLEM, I.E.,,

THE USE OF THE MARINE RLT PRIMARILY FOR LOCAL SECURITY.

IF THAT IS THE DEVELOPMENT, WE MAY WANT TO START THINKING

NOW ABOUT THE ADVISABILITY OF KEEPING ANY FORCE LESS THAN

9. 4K AFTER PHASE IV. WARM REGARDS.
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FM CG HIM; -~ 

TO CG FMfPAC 
INFO CMC 
BY 
CON F' 1 DEN T I A l MAR I NE COO PS EYES 0 rt. y 
FMF'PAC F'M: COMPT; CMC"F~ COO E A5-3 
A. StalE; 122109Z FEB 70 (U) (NOTAL) 
B. 06 III MAF 152312Z FEB 70 (u) (NOTAL) 
Co CG FMF'PAC 100211Jt:"'C:670 (C) '(MCEO) ·(NOTAL. ) 

) I N0574 11/ 

1. (u) REF PI ANNOUNCED tHE INtENt OF GAO TO CON.)UCT A SLRVEY OF Uti S. 
RED E Fl. OYiYlE NT fiR OH V lET NAM.· 

~ 2. (U)OURING INITIAL CONtACTS WITH ON SITE GAO PERSONNEL ~ T~ NBOW 
WAS REQUESTED TO PR OV IDE I NFffi MAL STAr'EMENT S OF THE FtJ NCT IONS HE 
EXPECTE 0 TO ACCOMft ISH OUR INS HIS SlAY AT IU MAr A~D I HE IN ... 
F(1tMATION HE DESIRED. StATEMENTS PROVIDED fOR '(Olf( INFOOMAIION: 
QUOTE: .' 
.A~ SUBJE:CT OF' GAO REV lEW: MA NAGEMENT fiR ACT! CES A ti) FR 0-
~CEDURES RELATING TO EXCESS MATER IAlS AID EQUIPMENT GENERAtED FROM 
FOOCEREDUCTIONS. BASED ON INFORMATION OBTAINED TO DATE, WE HAVE 
LEARNED THAt III MAFHAS BEEN ASSIGNED RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACCOMPLISHo 

PAGE.TWO 
ING A~/,m COOODINATING CERTAIN MAtERIEL MANAGEMENT FUNCTIONS RE~ 
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MCEO
ATOP SECRET

ECAT

ZNY TITTT
P 1901302 MAR 70
FM CG III MAF
TO CG FMFPAC
INFO CG FIRST MAW
BT
COPSECRA E T/SPECAT/EXQL USIVE/MARINE COR PS EYES ONY FOR
LT GEN BUSE INFO MGEN THASK FR OM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON DELIVER
DURING WORKING HOUR S)
FOR CE PLANNING (U)
10 DURING YOUR LAST VISIT TO III MAF YOU REQUESTED THAT
IST MAW INVESTIGATE THE FEASIBILITY OF FORMING A COMPOSITE
GR OUP VICE TWO GR OUPS AS THE AIR COMPONENT OF THE RESIDUAL
RIGAD E. I HAVE ISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT WITH THASH AND
MY STAFF AND HAVE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS TO MAKE.
20 I HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT THE COMPOSITION OF AN AIR/
GU OUND TEAM SHOULD BE DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH THE MISSION
ASSIGNED AND THAT IF THE MISSION REQUIRES MORE UNITS
OF ONE COMPONENT THAN THE OTHER THEN THEY SHOULD BE ADD ED

TO THE TROOP LIST. I HAVE NEVER BELIEVED THAT AN AIR/
WR OURD TEAM SHOULD ALWAYS BE COMPOSED OF ONE EACH

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA 3433T0P SECRET/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE FOR/MCEO
COMPARABLE AD AND GR OUND UNITS.
30 THE OPTIMUM AIR PACKAGE FOR THE RESIDUAL- BRIGADE SHOULD,
IN MY OPINION, INCLUDE BOTH A FIXED WING GR OUP AND A
HEL ! COPTER GR OUP OPERATING FROM SEPARATE BASES. THE PRO-
ELEM THAT WE FACE HOWEVER IS ONE OF PER SONNEL CONSTRAINTS
AND CEILINGS. HENCE, I BELIEVE THAT II IS DESIRABLE TO
INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY OF OPERATING BOTH GROUPS FROM
A SINGLE SITE. NAMELY DANANG AIR BASE. OPERATING BOTH
TYPES OF AIRCRAFT FROM A SINGLE BA'SE LIKE DANANG PRESENTS
SOME PROBLEMS. I ANTICIPATE THE AIR FORCE WOULD OBJECT
TO OUR MOVING HELICOPTERS INTO DANANG BUT THE FACT REMAINS
WE OPERATED BOTH FIXED WING AND ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT HERE
IN 1965 AND WE STILL BRING TRANSIENT KELICOPTERS IN AND
OUT AND THE VNAF HAS HELICOPTER SQUADR ONS PERMANENTLY Y BASED
HERE. IN ADDITION TO THIS OBJECTION, THERE ARE OPERATIONAL

ASSOCIATED WITH A MIXED OPERATION THAT I WILL TOUCH
ON LATER o BECAUSE THE PROBLEMS DO EXIST I WOULD PROPOSE
KEEPING A FIXED WING AIR GR OUP IN THE PRESENT MAG-11 SPACES
OM THE FLIGHT LINE, AND MOVING THE ROI ARY HING GROUP INTO
THE AREA CURRENTL Y OCCUPIED BY HOMS-19 AND MARIN AIR FREIGHT.

"MCFO"
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PAGE THREE RUMMPA3453 TOP SECRET/SPECAI/EXCL US FOR / MCEO
THIS WILL SEPARATE THE TWO TYPES OF AIRCRAFT AND MINIMIZE
THE PROBLEMS. BOTH GR OUPS WOULD BE SMALLER I HAN THE CIR-
RENT GROUPS IN THE WING BECAUSE E ACH WOULD ONLY HAVE II HE
EQUIVALENT OF TWO AIR CRAFT SQUADR ONS. COLOCATING THE
GR OUPS AT DANANG WOULD REDUCE THE PER SONNEL REQUIREMENTS
FOR BASE OPERATION AND BASE SECURITY AND SAVE SPACE S OVER
THAT REQUIRED TO OPERATE FROM BOTH MARBLE MOUNTAIN AND
DANANG.
40 IF PER SONNEL CONSTRAINTS AND SPACE CONSTRAINTS AT
DANANG ARE OVERR ID ING , THEN II MIGHT BE POSSIBLE
TO FORM A SINGLE COMPOSITE GR OUP. THIS COULD BE DONE IN
ONE OF TWO WAYS: (A) THE GR OUP COULD BE SPLIT BETWEEN
THE PRESENT MAG-11 RAMP AREA AND THE H&MS-1-7 AREAD OR
(B) IT COULD BE CONFINED TO THE MAG-11 AREA ONLYYo THE
FIRST ALTER NATIVE WOULD SPLII THE MAINTENANCE SUPPORT AND
CAUSE THE GROUP COMMANDER SPAN OF CONTROL PROBLET'S AND
THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE WOULD POSE OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS
WHICH I REFERRED TO EARLIER CH-46 AND 53 AIR CRAFT WOULD
HAVE TO FOLD THEIR BLADES ON THE TAXIWAY AND BE IOWED
INTO THE PARKING AREAS. EVEN so, THE PARKING AREAS WOULD

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA3433 TOP SECRET/ PECAT/EXA.USIVE FOR/MCEO
BE PRETTY CLOSE QUARTERS AIDRESULT IN CONGESTION THE
Dow AWASH FROM ROTOR BLADE S PARTICULARLY OF UHIE/AHI
HEL ICOPTERS WHEN BEING AIR TAXIED COULD UND OUBTEDLY CAUSE
FOREIGN OBJECTS DAMAGE TO THE JET AIRCRAFT. SOME OF THIS
DIFFICULTY COULD 8E ALLEVIATED IF SOME OF THE STRUCTURES
NOW PERMANENTL ERECTED IN THE MAG-11 SPACE S WERE REMOVED
THUS PROVIDING MORE OPERATING SPACE FOR THE HELICOPTER
So FINALLY, IF WE ARE FOR CED TO ACCEPT REDUCED NUMBER S
AND THE NEED FOR A STR ONG RLI IS OVERR IDING THEN IT MAY
BE NECESSARY TO RETROGRADE ALL FIXED WING AIR R A FT AND
REDUCE THE AIR COMPONENT TO MELICOPTERS ONLY. IN THIS CASE
WE COULD OPERATE FROM EITHER UMARBLE MOUNTAIN OR

DANANG THE PROXIMITY I 0 THE REGIMENT WOULD FAVOR DANANG
IN MY OPINION IF WE COULD OVER COME AIR FORCE OBJECTIONS.
So IN SUMMARY, I FAVOR THE FOLLOWING COMPOSITION OF THE
AIR COMPONENT OF THE RESIDUAL BRIGADE WITH MY FIRST CHOICE
LISTED FIRST: (A) SEPARATE FIXED WING AND HELICOPTER
GROUPS OPERATING FROM SEPARATE SITES: (8) SEPARATE GR OUPS
OPERATING FROM DANANG. (C) A COMPOSITE OUP OPERATING
ROM DANANG. (D) A ELICOPTER GR OUP OPERATING FROM A

PAGE FIVE RUMLMPA°433 TOP SECRET/SPECAI/EXOLUSIVE FOR/MCEO
SINGLE SITE. WARM REGARDS.
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19 F(J..LCWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE RECEIVED !'ROM ZAIS IN 
RESPONSE TO MY MESSAGE TO HIM ON SUSJE,CT OF OFCON Or III 
MA F UNITS: QUOTE . 1 
I. I GRE AlL Y APFR ECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MAR CH MESSAGE 
REGARDIOO OPERATIONAL CONTR ct OF III MAr UN.ITS. THE· 
ARRANGEMENTS Vou PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME 
MD I ASSURE VOUTHAT WE WILL 'TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT 
YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD' TO OUR R.ELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAY 
UNITS AR E FULL Y CARR lED OUT 0 

2. YOUR MILITARY P€l.ICECOMPANY IS ALREADY WC11KING WITH 
aJR PROVOST MARSHALo THECORPSG~3 IS ~IORKING WITH GENERAL 
MILLER AtD Ca..ONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LEllER OF INSTRUC.., 
TION PERTAINING TO OPCON OF THE 'COMBINED ACTION FORCE. AS 

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA3432 SEC R E T/SPECAl'/EXC1..USIVE/MCEO 
REJil..ECtF.D'IN Yom MESSAGE 9 

3.1 ERJOYID MY VISIT WITH ED WHEElERQS·DIVISION YEstERDAY 
AN) I APfR'ECIAtE YOlfi tAKING TJiE TIME TO ACCOMPANY N£. 
4. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARD S. 
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1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE RECEIVED FR OM ZAIS IN

7
RESPONSE TO MY MESSAGE TO HIM ON SUBJECT OF OPCON OF III
MAF UNITS: QUOTE
1. I GRE ATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MAR CH MESSAGE
REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTR OL OF III MAF UNITS. THE
ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME
AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT
YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAF
UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT.
2. YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH
OUR PROVOST MAR SHAL THE COR PSG-3 IS WORKING WITH GENERAL
MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF INSTRUC-
TION PERTAINING TO OPCON OF THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE AS

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA3432 SECRE T/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MCE0
REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE.
3. I ENJOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIVISION YESTERD AY
AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY ME.
4. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARD S.
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MEl. 0 ffi A SH AT CHU l A f • 
1;"; A S I REPORTED TO KENNY HO tJ:;HrON, BY TELEPHONE, LATE 
rlEONE IDA Y MGEN RAMSE Y THE CG t AMER I CAL D I V t SON WAS THE 
V I dT IM,QF A HELO ORA SH IN CHU LA I ON T l£:SOA Y, 17 MAR CH .. 
THIS Mof'!1NING l VISITED CHU lAI IN COMPANY WITH THRASH 
AND SAW RAMSEY IN THE HOSP,T Al. HE SUFFERED A 8ADL Y 
FRACTLRED LEFT ARM AI\lD HAD MlLT IA..E BRUISES ON HIS FAa:: 
AND BODY. THE PROGNOSIS 'IS GOOD AND HE WILL REMAIN IN 
COLN'fRY. HIS A,JOE SUFFERED 8ROKENRtBS At{} BRUISES AND. 
HI S PR OGNOS I S :fS AL SO GOOD" TWO OOOUPA NT S WERE K IL,LED .. 
I DON'T KNOW THE STATUS OF THE OTHERS BUT THEY ARE ALIVE. 
2. RAMSEY'S HEL I COPTER \'VAS FL YING ABOVE THE OVERCAST AND 

PAGE TWO R LM..MPA:55 15 0 0 NFl 0 E N T I A LI SPE OAT IE X a.. US IVE/MCE:O 
REQLESTEO A GOA. THE GOA PICKED HIM UP ANJ DIREefED A 
srEER TO 090 AriJ THE A IRtRAFT RESPONDED. SUSSEQuENTL V, 
GOA ASKED THE HELD TO SQUAWK . IFF. AT THIS POINT THE A IR-
cRAFT WAS PICK£.DVP ON A B.EAR INC OF ABOtJf- THIRT'Y 'OEGREES 
FLRTIiER EAST.c GQ~Jl'I£N ASKED FOR A STEER OF ,80 AND THE 

-· .. fROlAFT RESPONDED~GCA SEARCrED THE 'OR.IGINAL .AREA OF 
(JONTACT t' fOUND 'NO OH'IER BL IPS SO THEY RETLRNED TO THE 
NEW TRACK Ar.I:i FOLLOWED IT. RADAR RETLRN WAS LOST ONCE 

. AND SO WAS COMMUN I CAT IONS SUT IN GENERAL THE TRACK 
FOL.LOWED GCA 0 fREeT IONS. ANOTHER STEER TO 2;13 WAS 
D tREarED AM) THE A IR CRAFT RE SPONDED. SHORTL Y THERE.AFTER, 
GCA LOST H 1M AN) PRE Sm£D t-£ HAD GONE I N THE WATER 
SO SAR PROCEOtRES WERE INITIATED. NOTHING TLRNED UP", 
,. RAMSEY'S AIRCRAFT QUSI-£D IN THE HILLS WEST OF CHU 
LA I, AND BECAUSE OF nEATI-ER CON{) IT IONS WAS NOT LOO:ATEO 
lHf L WEDNE SDAY. If IN FA cr, HI S A tR rnA FT HAD 8EE~1 AT 
THE OR IG INAl PO INT Wt-ERE GOA P I eKED THEM UP IT IS POS­
stIlLE THAT BY FOllOrt ING GCA· S 0 fREeT IONS HE COLLO HAVE 
CJ\A SHED SOMEViHERE IN Tt-£ AREA WE Sf OF CHU LA I SUf NOT 
EXAaTL Y WHERE HE 0100 
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HEL O CRASH AT CHULAI
1. AS I REPORTED TO KENNY HOUGHTON, BY TELEPHONE, LATE
WEDNESDAY MGEN RAMSEY THE CG, AMER ICAL DIVISON WAS THE
VICT IM OF A HELO CRASH IN CHULAI ON T UE SDAY, 17 MARCH.
THIS MORNING I VISITED CHU LAI IN COMPANY WITH THRASH
AND SAW RAMSEY IN THE HOSPITAL. HE SUFFERED A BADLY
FRACTURED LEFT ARM AND HAD MULTIRE BRUISES ON HIS FACE
AND BODY. THE PROGNOSIS 15 GOOD AND HE WILL REMAIN IN
COUNTRY. HIS AIDE SUFFERED BROKEN RIBS AND BRUISES AND
HIS PROGNOSIS is AL SO GOOD. TWO OCCUPANTS WERE KILLED.
I DON'T KNOW THE STATUS OF THE OTHERS BUT THEY ARE LIVE.
2. RAMSEY'S HEL ICOPTER WAS FLYING ABOVE THE OVERCAST AND

PAGE TWO R UM MPA35 15 N IDENT I A L/SPECAT/EXOUSIVE/MCEO
REQUESTED A GCA. THE G CA PICKED HIM UP AND DIRECTED A
STEER TO 090 AND THE AIRORAFT RESPONDED. SUBSEQUENTLY,
GCA ASKED THE HELO TO SQUAW K IFF. AT THIS POINT THE AIR-
CRAFT WAS PICKED UP ON A BEAR ING OF ABOUT THIRTY DEGREES
FURTHER EAST. GCA THEN ASKED FOR A STEER OF 180 AND THE
AIRCRAFT RESPONDED. GCA SEARCHED THE ORIGINAL AREA OF
CONTACT, FOUND NO OTHER BLIPS SO THEY RETURNED TO THE
NEW TRACK AND FOLLOWED IT. RADAR RETURN WAS LOST ONCE
AND SO WAS COMMUNICAT IO B UT IN GENERAL THE TRACK
FOLLOWED GCA D R E C T C IONS. ANOTHER STEER TO 230 WAS
DIRECTED AND THE AIR CRAFT RESPONDED. SHORTLY THERE AFTER,
GCA LOST HIM AND PRESUMED HE HAD GONE IN THE WATER
so SAR PROCEDIRES WERE INIT IATED. NOTHING TURNED UP.
3. RAMSEY'S AIR CRAFT CRASHED IN THE HILLS WEST OF CHU
LAI, AND BE CAUSE OF WEATHER COND IT IONS WAS NOT LOCATED
UNT IL WEDNE SDAY. IF IN FACT, HIS AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN AT
THE OR IGINAL POINT WHERE GCA PICKED THEM UP IT IS POS-
SIBLE THAT BY FOLLOW ING GCA'S DIRECT IONS HE COULD HAVE
CRASHED SOMEWHERE IN THE AREA WE ST OF CHU LAI BUT NOT
EXACTLY WHERE HE D ID.
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PAGE THREE Rl!M.MPA'515 CON F IDE NT I A L/Sf£CAT/EXQUSlvEn,:,cEo 
4. HRASli ORDERED AN INVESTIGATION AS SOON AS Hf.: HEARD 
THAT 0 lfl GCA VV A S I NVCX,.VEDo COL 0 lfi~J IDO IE THE CO OF THE 
AIR CONTROL GROUP IS CONDuer INC THE INVEST 'GAT ION. HE 
IS KNOt'kLEDGEABLE IN THIS AREA AND 'IV ILL DO A THOROuGH JOB o 

THRASH HAS ALSO cur AMERICAL DIVISION INTO THE INVEST IGA" 
T ION AND EVER YT H I NG 'S BE I NG CONn UCfE 0 OPE No. Y A i\V ABO VE 
BOARD. AS SOON AS IT IS COMR..ETED GAYWJLL BRIEF GENERAL 
RAMSEY AI\D THE DIVISION STAFF ON WHAT. HAPPENED OR WHAT 
APPEARS TO HAVE HAPPENED AS DETERMINED BY TKf.: INV£ST IGA­
T ION. W ILL KEEP YOU INFORMED. VlIARM REGARDS. 
GP~ 
BT 
;515 HilS lJEEA.J SeNT 

p, 2-1. 

DECLASSIFIED 

ND

MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY

CONFIDENTIAL

ION CENTERCOMMUN
HEADQUARTERS

FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

EXCLUSIVE'
DESTROY BY BURNING

"MCEO"

PAGE THREE R UM MPA35 15 CONFIDENT I AL/SPECAT/EXCUSIVE/MCEO
4. THRASH ORDERED AN INVEST IGATION AS SOON AS HE HEARD
THAT OUR GCA WAS INVOLVED. COL D UNWIDD IE THE CO OF THE
AIR CONTROL GROUP IS COND UCT ING THE INVESTIGATION. HE
IS KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THIS AREA AND WILL DO A THOROUGH JOB.
THRASH HAS AL SO CUT AMERICAL DIVISION INTO THE INVESTIGA-
TION AND EVERYTHING IS BEING CONDUCTED OPEN. Y AND ABOVE
BOARD. AS SOON AS IT IS COMPLETED GAY WILL BRIEF GENERAL
RAMSEY AND THE DIVISION STAFF ON WHAT HAPPENED OR WHAT
APPEAR S TO HAVE HAPPENED AS DETERMINED BY THE INVESTIGA-
TION. WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
3515

HAS BEEN SENT

PG 2-2

Copy / of 3 copin
NNNN

HQ FLC C/S SYS G-1 G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT ADJ CEO T/E LOC LEGAL MED TRNG DISBO

"EXCLUSIVE"

ACT/COG

INFOX

CONFIDENTIAL MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
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~EADQUA~ERS tt 
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69) . 

OPERATION CODE· ~~II!W' . lOiYmar 10 X· ORIGINATOR 
A- ACtiON/COGNIZANCE 
C· COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION ~Ef~~m0'78ATE t . I - INFORMATION 
S· SIGNATURE . COPY NO ft OF '_COPIES RECiO 

ROUTE 
DATE S'(Htif6i SECnON CODE 

IN OUT 
INITIAL 

'CG -. 
DCG 1 

CIS .T' X.J.I ~ REMARK 
DCIS 

DCSPLANS 
DISPOSITON DEPCORDS 

OSAICTZ 
SIS I~ 7/"11 G ~ [J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I I , 
0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 

G-2 
G-! 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 

G-5 
SECTION SIGNATURE 

G-6 . 

AoJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP -. 

'';' GJ ,,~,() ~ 
CIB , 

h' .. '··, 
COMP , 
DENT 

ENGR 

FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMDT 

INSP 
MTO 
NJA COPY -(I OF (. 

COPIES / 

OPANAL 
O'RO 

PMO 
POSTAL 

PROTO 
PSYOPS 
ROT8E , 
REPRO 

SJA 
/lEEN S-e;;/ SPLSERV /jffJ' SUPPLY 

FORMEOO 
sac 
TCC 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE) 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE 

51~ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET
III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE DATE mar 70MAFX- ORIGINATOR
A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/ RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO CONTROL DATET911202 MAR 70 5I - INFORMATION

2 COPIES REC'DS- SIGNATURE OFCOPY NO
DATE SUBJECT

OPCONSECTION CODE INITIALROUTE OUTIN
CG
DCG

53/21IC/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITONDEPCORDS

DSA ICTZ

C RETAIN FOR. MONTHS
x 3121S/S

4G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB
COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO

COPY 2 OF of COPIESNJA
OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
ROT & E

REPRO
SJA

DAS
BEEN SentSPL SERV

SUPPLY
FORMED 0
sac
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
p-ljfuiiz Z,,- I-Z"'~.4 - ---
FrY CG 'I II MAr 
TO C8 'IRST !'fAW 
CG 'lftST 'flJARDIV , 
INFO ZEN/CG FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND 
ZEM 

SECRET. 
SEC RET EYES ONLY FOR MOEN THRASH. MSEN WHEELER INFO. SGEN 
PADAlI NO FROM L.TGEN :MCCUTCHEON 
OPCON _ 
1. tHE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFO. 
QUOTE : 
'1'1 CG' II I MA' 
TO CG XXI V CORPS 
SECRET/EYES ONl.Y rort LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
OPCOH i . 
1. I HAVE REVIEWED tHE QUESTION OF OPCON OF III MA' 
UNITS AND PROPOSE TH£ FOLLOWING PROCEDURES. 

A. THE COI'1BINED .,CIION FORCE SHOULD BE OpeON 'XXIV 
CORPS. THE CIlPS ARE :DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE. ICTZ 
PROVINCES, THEY OPERAtE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS 
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND: DECISIONS I N REGARD TO LOCATIONS 
AND RELOCATIONS ARE 'MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL l.Af'J AND YOUR-
SELF. . 

B. I HAVE PASSED OP.CON OF D CO 3D MP 8N TO YOU TO 
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS. 

e. OTHER UNITS 0' III MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY 
OPCON. I REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT-S HIGHLY DESIRABLE 
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH ~y DIVISION AND' 
AIR WING AND THAT THERE PlAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS 
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH S~ALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS 
THAT YOU l"JAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. 1 HAVE 
DESIG NATED MaEN THRASH AS DCG (AIR) FOR 111 MAY AND PlGEN 
WHEELER AS DCGCGROUND) FOR III MAY. 

D. I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA­
TIONS DIRECT TO 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW. I REQUEST. HOW­
EVER, THAT I BE ~Dl INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICATION SENT 
OVER THESE CIRCUITS. I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATIONS 
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING 
OR R~QUESTING NON-DIRECTIVE'TYPE INFORMATION. ON ALL 
MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTIVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A 

I 
DECISION ON THE PARt OF MY SUBORDINATES. I REQUEST THAT 

. YOU DIRECT SUCH COMIIJUNICATIONS TO III MAP'. I HAVE NO 
OBJECTION, .fcwe;VER, TO YOUR MARING THE WING AND TKE DIVI­
SIal 1111'0 ADDlES AT THE SAME TIl'll II ORDER TO EXPEDITI 

, __ , __ J"tfI 'UW AID DICISIO .... MAKIIG PROCIS,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

P 1911202 ZFF-1 ZFF-4
FR CG III MAF

SECRET
TO CG FIRST MAW
CG FIRST MARDIV
INFO ZEN/CG FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND
ZEM

E T EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN
PADALINO FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFO:
QUOTE
FM CG III MAF
TO CG XXIV CORPS
SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON
OPCON
1. I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF III MAF
UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES:

A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV
CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ
PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PR UNITS
THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS
AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR-
SELF.

B. I HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO
SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS.

C. OTHER UNITS OF III MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY
OPCON. I REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT'S HIGHLY DESIRABLE
FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND
AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS
THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. I HAVE
DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG (AIR) FOR III MAF AND MGEN
WHEELER AS DCG (GROUND) FOR III MAF.

D. I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-
TIONS DIRECT TO 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW. I REQUEST, HOW-
EVER, THAT I BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICATION SENT
OVER THESE CIRCUITS. I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING
CR REQUESTING NON-DIRECTIVE TYPE INFORMATION. ON ALL
MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTIVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A
DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES, I REQUEST THAT
YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO III MAF. I HAVE NO
OBJECTION, HOWEVER, TO YOUR MAKING THE WING AND THE DIVI-
SION INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE
THE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

#1

A-22
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

E. I RECOGNIZE TIAT 'ROM TIME TO TINE YOU MAY HAVE A 
R!QUIREMlRt 'OR AsstSTA.CE FROM III !'fA' IN AREAS OUTSIDE 
OF QUANG HAM AND PlAT DIRler M! TO PROVIDE CERTAIN 
RECOURCES FOR SUCH "ISSIONS. I N THESE CASES I HAVE .NO 
OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SIJCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER 
YOU .ASSIGN fULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN 
QUESTION. I HAVE IN· MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS 

I 
. RECONtlAISSANCEcTEAMS-OR---INF--AN-tRY -UNIIS THAT ARE OPERATING 

ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT 
r--REQ-lJ-lR£S--eENt-RM.~~COMI'JA Nt> -Am) . C<»JT-R,(}L~-$lNGE~ ,nfESE - - - -­

KINDS OF OPERATIONS WItt PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I 
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORKTKEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS­
FACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS. 
2. I NOTE THAT'(OU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE 
1ST MAW, lSTPlARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO ATTEND 
YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRECIATE THIS. 
WARM REGARDS. UNQuotE ' 
QUOTE 
FM LTG ZA IS 'CG XXIV CORPS leTZ DNG 
T~ LTG "CCUTCHEON CS III MAF DNS 
SECRET DNG 643 EYES ONLY FOR LTG MCCUTCHEON 
I. I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE 
REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF" III PlAF UNITS. THE 
ARRANGEI'€NTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COPJPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME 
AND 1 ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT 
YOUR WISHES WI TH REGARD TO QUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH II r PIA' 
·UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT. . 
2. YOUR MILITARY POLICE COPJPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH 
OUR PROVOST CtlARSHAL. THE: CORPS 0-3 IS WORkING WITH 
GENERAL MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF 
INSTRUCTION PERTAINING TO OpeD" OF THE COMBINED ACTION 
FORCE AS REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE. 
3. I ENKOYED MY 'VISIT WITH ED WHEELER·S DIVISION YiSTER­
DAY, AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKlNG THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY 
ME. . , , 
4. WARM REGARDS, UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS. 
GP ..... 
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 
68~ 

NNNN 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

E. I RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A
REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM III MAF IN AREAS OUTSIDE
OF QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN
RECOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. IN THESE CASES I HAVE NO
OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER
YOU ASSIGN FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN
QUESTION. I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS
RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR-INFANTRY -UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING
ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT
REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE
KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-
FACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS.
2. I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE
1ST MAW, 1STMARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO ATTEND
YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS COMFERENCE, AND I APPRECIATE THIS.
WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE
QUOTE
FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS ICTZ DNG
TO LTG MCCUTCHEON CG III MAF DNG
SECRET DNG 643 EYES ONLY FOR LTG MCCUTCHEON
1. I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE
REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS. THE
ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME
AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT
YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAF
UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT.
2. YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH
OUR PROVOST MARSHAL. THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH
GENERAL MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF
INSTRUCTION PERTAINING TO OPCOM OF THE COMBINED ACTION
FORCE AS REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE.
3. I ENHOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIVISION YESTER-
DAY, AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY
ME.
4. WARM REGARDS, UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
683

SECRET

HAS BEEN SENT

NNNN
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~EADQUAIJ~ .. 
III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69) 

OPERATION CODE, FROM I DATE . 
X - ORIGINATOR 

1~' t'!"! "'".p 2tJ H:." '7('1 A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE 
C - COMMENT I RECOMMENDATION SERI~L,NO/~~TROL DATE I 

4 COPIES REC'O 
I - INFORMATION 

)OF S - SIGNATURE I, ... !.llU- ,. ,,' 10 Icopv NO 

ROUTE SECTION COOE 
DATE 

INITIAL 
SUBJECT 

IN OUT ;;t< :;;, ,,',' , 1 'CG . ,'~}' , " .'" 1 ~ 
.' 

DCG 
CIS ~ J,(J11 " REMARK 

DC/S . 
DCSPLAN5 

DISPOSITON DEPCOROS 
DSA ICTZ 

SIS ..,.. " ...... V Co,t 
[J RETAIN FOR_MONTHS 

G-I 
, 

0 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING 
G-2 
G-3 0 RETURN FOR PERMANENT 

G-4 RETENTION 
G-5 SECTION SIGNATURE 
G-6 ' 

ADJ 
AWARDS 

CAP 
CHAP 
CIB "-

COMP 
DENT 

ENGR 
FOODS 
FSEO 

HQCMDT 
INSP 
MTO 
NJA 

OPANAL 
ORO 
PMO 

POSTAL 
PROTO 
PSYOPS 

<~'?-".' '1'" '''" «'",\ 

RDTaE 
t~$' ,4.c,..,.· 

, 
REPRO 

SJA lL;'l • :'t4l'£ ~,,<,,:~ SPLSERV 
SUPPLY 

FORMED 0 
sac 
TCC 

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE' 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE SIC~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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HEADQUARTERS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

SECRET III MAF FORM 5216 (REV 8-69)

OPERATION CODE DATEFROM
X- ORIGINATOR

7019A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C- COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE

41- INFORMATION
70191414 COPY NO 2OF COPIES REC'DS- SIGNATURE

DATE SUBJECT
SECTION CODEROUTE INITIALIN OUT
CG
DCG

3/4IC/S REMARK
DC/S

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITON

DEPCORDS
DSA ICTZ

c RETAIN FOR MONTHS3/21x 4
S/S
G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB

COMP
DENT
ENGR
FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP

MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8 E

REPRO
SJA

SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O
S&C
TCC

SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)

SECRET
SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE
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• 
r-,.--.-j,f4 14Z -Z,,.";'I IFF,," 

_I r,. CG I II MA' 
i fa . CG '1 RST /ltAW 
I ZEf!1 , 
! SEC RET EYES CNtY FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 
I ACTIVITIES IN CA~BODIA 
II 1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A MESSAGE RECEIVED FRO~ 

CO{llU5MACV. QUOTE 
{ 1. REFERENCE IS MADE TO MAC 3548 INTEL 

2. (S) ACCORDING TO THE LAT£ST.INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO 
\ THIS HEADQUARTERS THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A coup 

1 

MAY BE UNDERWAY IN CAMBODIA. THE PRECISE NATURE IS UN-
, KNOWN. 

3. (S) PENDING CLARIFICATION OF THE SITUATIGN' AND fURTHER 
I INSTRUCTI:';"S, ALL C;:'MMANDS WILL ADKERE TO THE CURRENT pua- . 

I 

\ , 

LISKED RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. PARTICULAR CARE WILL BE 
TAKEN T:: AvelD SCftl)ER- INCIDENTS, BUT PLANNED OPERATIONS 
IN THE VICINITY G'F THE BORDER NEE~ NCT, REPEAT Nor, BE 
CANCELLED. 
4. (5) SHCULD ANY ELEMENT OF PlACV BE APPROACHED BY CAf'4. 
BODlAM REPRESENTATIVES 'OR ASSIST.ANCE, NO COMMITMENTS WILL 
BE MADE aUT THE DETAILS VILL BE REFERRED TO THIS HEAD-
QUARTERS BY FLASH MESSAGE. . 
5. (9) YGU WItL BE KEPT INFORMED OF' EVENTS ,AS THEY UNFOLD. 

- UNQUCTE WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 
(SS~ NvTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HCURS) 
193 . . . 

SECRET 

NNNN 

DECLASSIFIED

P 1914142 ZFF-1 ZFF-4

SECRETFM CG III MAF
TO CG FIRST MAW
ZEM
SECRET EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA
1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM
COMUSMACV. QUOTE
1. REFERENCE IS MADE TO MAC 3548 INTEL
2. (S) ACCORDING TO THE LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO
THIS HEADQUARIERS THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A COUP
MAY BE UNDERWAY IN CAMBODIA. THE PRECISE NATURE IS UN-
KNOWN.
3. (S) PENDING CLARIFICATION OF THE SITUATION AND FURTHER
INSTRUCTIONS, ALL COMMANDS WILL ADHERE TO THE CURRENT PUB-
LISHED RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. PARTICULAR CARE WILL BE
TAKEN TO AVCID BORDER INCIDENTS, BUT PLANNED OPERATIONS
IN THE VICINITY OF THE BORDER NEED NCT, REPEAT NOT, BE
CANCELLED.
4. (S) SHOULD ANY ELEMENT OF MACV BE APPROACHED BY CAM-
BODIAN REPRESENTATIVES FOR ASSISTANCE, NO COMMITMENTS WILL
BE MADE BUT THE DETAILS WILL BE REFERRED TO THIS HEAD-
QUARTERS BY FLASH MESSAGE.
5. (S) YOU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF EVENTS AS THEY UNFOLD.
UNQUCTE WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
(SSC NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
193

SECRET

HAS BEEN SENT
NNNN

of 42
copy
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~ , ", I, 

. . -' .. ~ ,,' -!o I _ ~, " , 
~~N.':.J.,ooI. __ ~o.l~ ......... ~ .-i.:.-~,. '" 

JOINT MESSAGEFORM 

SECURITY CL AS51 trlC ION 

SECRET 
BOOK MU .... TI 'INGL £ 

':>TG 

CG -III MAF 

TO: CG FMFPAC 

j 
f 

SECRET/SPECAT/EXCLUSlVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN 

BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 

OPCON 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM ZAIS IN 

RESPONSE TO MY MESSAGE TO HIM ON SUBJECT OF OPCON OF III 

MAF UNITS: QUOTE 

1. I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE 

REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS. THE 

ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME 

AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT 

YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAF 

UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT. 

2. YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH 

OUR PROVOST MARSHAL. THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH GENE 

SP!;:CIAL INSTRUCTIOi';l$ 

MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF INSTRUC 
~O~'~T~E----r-----~ "hI,.« 

0730 TION PERTAINING TO OPCON OF THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE AS 19 .---0004----4 
FEFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE. 

I ENJOYED MY VISIT ~'HTH ED 

KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON 
COMMANDING GENERAL 

P .... ON£ 

2236 

WONT'" vE .... 

MAR 70 
NO. :0,. 
" "GEl 

~EITH B~ MCCUTCHEON, CG III MAP 
SECURITV CL."SSltrICATION () / IUGRAOING INSTRUCTIONS

2 
9 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

2 

, . 

DECLASSIFIED

RESERVED FOR COMMUNICA TYON CENTER

7/

JOINT MESSAGEFORM

,BR

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

190729

SECRET
BOOK SINGLEMULTI

TYPEMSG

PRECEDENCE

PRIORITYACTION

OTGINFO

FROM: SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONSCG III MAF

CG FMFPACTO:

SECRET/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN

BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

OPCON

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM ZAIS IN

RESPONSE TO MY MESSAGE TO HIM ON SUBJECT OF OPCON OF III

MAF UNITS: QUOTE

1. I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE

REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS. THE

ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME

AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT

YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAF

UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT.

YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH2.

OUR PROVOST MARSHAL. THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH GENERAL

MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF INSTRUC-
DATE TIME

073019TION PERTAINING TO OPCON OF THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE AS
MONTH YEAR

70MARREFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE.
AGE NO. NO. OF

3. I ENJOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIVISION YESTERDAY 21 PAGES

TYPEDNAME SIGNATURE^PHONE R
2236 E

L
E

KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON A TYPED (or stamped) NAME AND TITLE
$COMMANDING GENERAL E

KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON, CG III MAF
SECURITY CLASSIFICATION REGRADING INSTRUCTIONS

19 29SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

A.8~ReVU.j"ED JOINT ME$SAGEFORM 
QI.4/0v CONTINUATION SHE~T 

PRECEO£NCE RELEASED BY 
~------~~~~~----~ 

ACTION PRIORITY 

SECU TY C< .. ,\$SIPICATIOO1 l 
SECRET 

INI"O K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CG 2236 

AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY ME. I 

4. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS. 

BT· 

GP-4 

. .J 

CONTROL NO. TOR/TOO PAGE NO.OF NESSII.GEIOENTIFICATION UUTI AI.. 3 
NO. PAG£S 

2 2 
~.GAADINGINSTRUCT:~IO~N~S~--------------~----~-----i~S~EC~U~A~I~TY~C~L~AU~IF~IC~A~T~IO~N~------~----l-----~ 

SECRET 

DO, ~~ •. 173"'1 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECURITY CLASSIRICATION
ABCREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM

and/or CONTINUATION SHEET
SECRET
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AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY ME.
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IN MY OPINION, INCLUDE BOTH A FIXED WING GROUP AND A I 

HELICOPTER GROUP OPERA~ING FROM SEPARATE BASES. THE PRO-
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AND CEILINGS. HENCE, I BELIEVE THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO 

INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY OF OPERATING BOTH GROUPS FROM 
N)h"1 E. L V 

A SINGLE SITE, =-' PItt DANANG AIR BASE. OPERATING BOTH 

TYPES OF AIRCRAFT FROM A SINGLE BASE LIKE DANANG PRESENTS 

SOME PROBLEMS. I ANTICIPATE THE AIR .FORCE WOULD OBJECT 

TO OUR MOVING HELICOPTERS INTO DANANG, BUT THE FACT RE~~INS 

WE OPERATED BOTHrIXED WING AND ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT HERE 

IN 1965 AND WE STILL BRING TRANSIENT HELICOPTERS IN AND 

OUT AND THE VNAF HAS HELICOPTER SQUADRONS PERMANENTLY BASED 

HERE. IN ADDITION TO THIS OBJECTION, THERE ARE OPERATIONAL 

PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH A MIXED OPERATION THAT I WILL TOUCH 

ON LATER. BECAUSE THE PROBLEMS DO EXIST I WOULD PROPOSE 

KEEPING A FIXED WING AIR GROUP IN THE PRESENT MAG-ll SPACES 

ON. THE FLIGHTLINE, AND MOVING THE ROTARY WING GROUP INTO 
!t-ND 

THE AREA CURRENTLY OCCUPIED BY H&MS-17 aw MARINE AIR FREIGHT. 

THIS WILL SEPARATE TH~ TWO TYPES OF AIRCRAFT AND MINIMIZE 
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RENT GROUPS IN THE WING BECAUSE EACH WOULD ONLY HAVE THE~ 
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IN MY OPINION, INCLUDE BOTH A FIXED WING GROUP AND A

HELICOPTER GROUP OPERATING FROM SEPARATE BASES. THE PRO-

BLEM THAT WE FACE, HOWEVER, IS ONE OF PERSONNEL CONSTRAINTS

AND CEILINGS. HENCE, I BELIEVE THAT IT IS DESIRABLE TO

INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY OF OPERATING BOTH GROUPS FROM
NAMELY

A SINGLE SITE, DANANG AIR BASE. OPERATING BOTH

TYPES OF AIRCRAFT FROM A SINGLE BASE LIKE DANANG PRESENTS

SOME PROBLEMS. I ANTICIPATE THE AIR FORCE WOULD OBJECT

TO OUR MOVING HELICOPTERS INTO DANANG, BUT THE FACT REMAINS

WE OPERATED BOTH FIXED WING AND ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT HERE

IN 1965 AND WE STILL BRING TRANSIENT HELICOPTERS IN AND

OUT AND THE VNAF HAS HELICOPTER SQUADRONS PERMANENTLY BASED

HERE. IN ADDITION TO THIS OBJECTION, THERE ARE OPERATIONAL

PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH A MIXED OPERATION THAT I WILL TOUCH

ON LATER. BECAUSE THE PROBLEMS DO EXIST I WOULD PROPOSE

KEEPING A FIXED WING AIR GROUP IN THE PRESENT MAG-11 SPACES

ON THE FLIGHTLINE, AND MOVING THE ROTARY WING GROUP INTO
AND

THE AREA CURRENTLY OCCUPIED BY H&MS-17 MARINE AIR FREIGHT.

THIS WILL SEPARATE THE TWO TYPES OF AIRCRAFT AND MINIMIZE

THE PROBLEMS. BOTH GROUPS WOULD BE SMALLER THAN THE CUR-

RENT GROUPS IN THE WING BECAUSE EACH WOULD ONLY HAVE THE
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FIRST ALTERNATIVE WOULD SPLIT THE MAINTENANCE SUPPORT AND 

CAUSE THE GROUP COMMANDER. SPAN OF CONTROL PROBLEMS AND 

THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE WOULD POSE OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS 

WHICH I REFERRED ,TO EARLIER. CH-46 AND 53 AIRCRAFT WOULD 
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THE PRESENT MAG-11 RAMP AREA AND THE HAMS -17 AREA, OR

(B) IT COULD BE CONFINED TO THE MAG-11 AREA ONLY. THE

FIRST ALTERNATIVE WOULD SPLIT THE MAINTENANCE SUPPORT AND

CAUSE THE GROUP COMMANDER SPAN OF CONTROL PROBLEMS AND

THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE WOULD POSE OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS

WHICH I REFERRED TO EARLIER. CH-46 AND 53 AIRCRAFT WOULD

HAVE TO FOLD THEIR BLADES ON THE TAXIWAY AND BE TOWED

INTO THE PARKING AREAS. EVEN so, THE PARKING AREAS WOULD
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ALLEVIATED IF SOME OF THE STRUCTURES NOW PERMANENTLY I 

ERECTED IN THE MAG~ll SPACES WERE REMOVED THUS PROVIDING 

MORE OPERATING SPACE FOR THE HELICOPTERS. 

5. FINALLY, IF WE ARE FORCED TO ACCEPT REDUCED NUMBERS 

AND THE NEED FOR A STRONG RLT IS OVERRIDING THEN IT MAY 

BE NECESSARY TO RETROGRADE ALL FIXED WING AIRCRAFT AND 

REDUCE THE AIR COMPONENT TO HELICOPTERS ONLY. IN THIS CASE 

WE COULD ... a ..... I. OPERATE FROM EITHER MARBLE MOUNTAIN OR 

DANANG.· THE PROXIMITY TO THE REGIMENT WOULD FAVOR DANANG 

IN MY OPINION IF WE COULD OVERCOME AIR FORCE OBJECTIONS. 

~. IN SUMMARY, I FAVOR THE FOLLOWING COMPOSITION OF THE 

AIR COMPONENT OF THE RESIDUAL BRIGADE WITH MY FIRST CHOICE 

LISTED FIRST: CA.) SEPARATE FIXED WING AND HELICOPTER. 

GROUPS OPERATING FROM SEPARATE 

OPERATING FROM Ij D¢/v 1«& Ii' . 

DAlV"ttt-lG 
OPERATING FROM OS? ila. '(D) 

SITES. (B) SEPARATE GROUPS 

tCl A COMPOSITE GROUP 

A HELICOPTER GROUP OPERA~ 

TING ~ROM A SINGLE SITE. ,WARM REGARDS. 

BT 

CONT~1.. NO. PAGE NO. OF ME:SSACiE IDENTIFICATION 
NO. PAGES 

4 4 
,.aGRADING INSTRUCTIONS SECURITV CI..ASSIFICATION 

INITIALI 

: . , 

TOP SECRET ~ 

~n~,,=-~po~b~~4~~~~_~t---------.-_-~--.-~.----------~ __ ------------------------------~l/$) 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
ABCREVIATED JOINT MESSAGE FORM

and/or CONTINUATION SHEET TOP SECRET
PHONERELEASED BY DRAFTEDPRECEDENCE

ACTION PRIORITY
2236K. B. MCCUTCHEON CGINFO

ALLEVIATED IF SOME OF THE STRUCTURES NOW PERMANENTLY

ERECTED IN THE MAG-11 SPACES WERE REMOVED THUS PROVIDING

MORE OPERATING SPACE FOR THE HELICOPTERS.

5. FINALLY, IF WE ARE FORCED TO ACCEPT REDUCED NUMBERS

AND THE NEED FOR A STRONG RLT IS OVERRIDING THEN IT MAY

BE NECESSARY TO RETROGRADE ALL FIXED WING AIRCRAFT AND

REDUCE THE AIR COMPONENT TO HELICOPTERS ONLY. IN THIS CASE

OPERATE FROM EITHER MARBLE MOUNTAIN ORWE COULD

DANANG. THE PROXIMITY TO THE REGIMENT WOULD FAVOR DANANG

IN MY OPINION IF WE COULD OVERCOME AIR FORCE OBJECTIONS.

6. IN SUMMARY, I FAVOR THE FOLLOWING COMPOSITION OF THE

AIR COMPONENT OF THE RESIDUAL BRIGADE WITH MY FIRST CHOICE

LISTED FIRST: (A) SEPARATE FIXED WING AND HELICOPTER

GROUPS OPERATING FROM SEPARATE SITES. (B) SEPARATE GROUPS

DANANG
(c) A COMPOSITE GROUPOPERATING FROM

DANANG
(D) A HELICOPTER GROUP OPERA-OPERATING FROM

TING FROM A SINGLE SITE. WARM REGARDS.
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HELO CRASH AT CHU LAI 

1. AS I REPORTED TO KENNY HOUGHTON, BY T~LEPHONE, LATE 

WEDNESDAY!MGEN RAMSEY THE CG, AMERICAL. DIVISION WAS THE 

VICTIM OFAHELO CRASH IN CHU LAI ON TUESDAY, 17 MARCH. 

THIS MORNING I VISITED CHU LAI IN COMPANY WITH THRASH 
," A ;t AND SAW RAMSEY IN THE HOSPITAL. HE SUFFEREDABADLY 

FRACTURED'LEFT ARM AND HAD MULTIPLE BRUISES ON HIS FACE' 

AND BODY. THE PROGNOSIS IS GOOD AND HE WILL REMAIN IN 

COUNTRy. HIS AIDE SUFFERED BROKEN RIBS AND BRUISES AND 

HIS PROGNOSIS IS ALSO GOOD. TWO OCCUPANTS WERE KILLED. 
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HELO CRASH AT CHU LAI

1. AS I REPORTED TO KENNY HOUGHTON, BY TELEPHONE, LATE

WEDNESDAY MGEN RAMSEY THE CG, AMERICAL DIVISION WAS THE

VICTIM OF A HELO CRASH IN CHU LAI ON TUESDAY, 17 MARCH.

THIS MORNING I VISITED CHU LAI IN COMPANY WITH THRASH
A

AND SAW RAMSEY IN THE HOSPITAL. HE SUFFERED, BADLY

FRACTURED LEFT ARM AND HAD MULTIPLE BRUISES ON HIS FACE

AND BODY. THE PROGNOSIS IS GOOD AND HE WILL REMAIN IN

COUNTRY. HIS AIDE SUFFERED BROKEN RIBS AND BRUISES AND

HIS PROGNOSIS IS ALSO GOOD. TWO OCCUPANTS WERE KILLED.

I DON'T KNOW THE STATUS OF THE OTHERS BUT THEY ARE ALIVE.
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GCA ASKED THE HELO TO SQUAWK IFF. AT THIS POINT THE AIR~ 

CRAFT WAS PICKED UP ON A BEARING OF ABOUT THIRTY DEGREES 

II' FURTHER EAST. GCA THEN ASKED FOR A STEERA180 AND THE 

AIRCRAFT RESPONDED. GCA SEARCHED THE ORIGINAL AREA OF 

CONTACT, FOUND NO OTHER BLIPS SO THEY RETURNED TO THE 

NEW TRACK AND FOLLOWED IT. RADAR RETURN WAS LOST ONCE 

AND SO WAS COMMUNICATIONS BUT IN GENERAL THE TRACK 

FOLLOWED GCA DIRECTIONS. ANOTHER STEER TO 230 WAS 

DIRECTED AND THE AIRCRAFT RESPONDED.=--SHORTLY THEREAFTER, 

HE 
GCA c=J LOST HIM AND PRESUMED _ HAD GONE IN THE WATER 

SO SAR PROCEDURES WERE INITIATED. NOTHING TURNED UP. 

3. RAMSEY'S AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE HILLS WEST OF CHU 

LAI, AND BECAUSE OF WEATHER CONDITIONS·WAS NOT LOCATED 

UNTIL WEDNESDAY. IF IN FACT, HIS AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN AT 

THE ORIGINAL POINT WHERE GCA PICKED THEM UP IT IS POS-

SIBLE THAT BY FOLLOWING GCA'S DIRECTIONS HE COULD HAVE 

HED SOMEWHERE IN THE AREAW£ST 0 F cHU LITI 
NOT eX/l-Cr/,... y, WH£R£ tt E DID· 

THRASH ORDERED AN INVESTIGATION AS SOON AS HE HEARD 

THAT OUR GCA WAS INVOLVED. COL DUNWIDDIE THE CO OF THE 
C6"v ovc-n iVG-

AIR CONTROL GROUP IS I" @!f5iu'!€ll!l nt THE INVESTIGATION. HE 

IS KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THIS AREA AND WILL DO A THOROUGH JOB~ 
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GCA ASKED THE HELO TO SQUAWK IFF. AT THIS POINT THE AIR-

CRAFT WAS PICKED UP ON A BEARING OF ABOUT THIRTY DEGREES
OF

FURTHER EAST. GCA THEN ASKED FOR A STEER 180 AND THE

AIRCRAFT RESPONDED. GCA SEARCHED THE ORIGINAL AREA OF

CONTACT, FOUND NO OTHER BLIPS SO THEY RETURNED TO THE

NEW TRACK AND FOLLOWED IT. RADAR RETURN WAS LOST ONCE

AND SO WAS COMMUNICATIONS BUT IN GENERAL THE TRACK

FOLLOWED GCA DIRECTIONS. ANOTHER STEER TO 230 WAS

DIRECTED AND THE AIRCRAFT RESPONDED, SHORTLY THEREAFTER,
HE

HAD GONE IN THE WATERLOST HIM AND PRESUMED TOGCA

SO SAR PROCEDURES WERE INITIATED, NOTHING TURNED UP.

3. RAMSEY'S AIRCRAFT CRASHED IN THE HILLS WEST OF CHU

LAI, AND BECAUSE OF WEATHER CONDITIONS WAS NOT LOCATED

UNTIL WEDNESDAY. IF IN FACT, HIS AIRCRAFT HAD BEEN AT

THE ORIGINAL POINT WHERE GCA PICKED THEM UP IT IS POS-

SIBLE THAT BY FOLLOWING GCA'S DIRECTIONS HE COULD HAVE

CRASHED SOMEWHERE IN THE AREAWEST OF CHU LAI
BUT NOT EXACTLY WHERE HE DID.
4. THRASH ORDERED AN INVESTIGATION AS SOON AS HE HEARD

THAT OUR GCA WAS INVOLVED. COL DUNWIDDIE THE CO OF THE
CONDUCTING

AIR CONTROL GROUP IS THE INVESTIGATION HE

IS KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THIS AREA AND WILL DO A THOROUGH JOB.

TOR/TOD MESSAGE IDENTIFICATIONNO. OF INITIALSPAGECONTROL NO.
PAGESNO.
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ABi:iREVIATED MESSAGE FORM 
QI·;d/ov CONTINUATION SHEET IDENTJAL 

EASED BY 

B. MCCUTCHEON, CG 2236 

THRASH HAS ALSO CUT AMERICAL DIVISION INTO THE INVESTIGA:1 

TION AND EVERYTHING IS BEING CONDUCTED OPENLY AND ABOVE 

BOARD. AS SOON AS IT IS COMPLETED GAY WILL BRIEF GENERAL 

RAMSEY AND THE DIVISION STAFF ON WHAT HAPPENED OR WHAT 

APPEARS TO HAVE HAPPENED AS DETERMINED BY THE INVESTIGA~ 

TION. WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED. WARM REGARDS. 

BT 

GP-4 
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2236K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CGINFO

THRASH HAS ALSO CUT AMERICAL DIVISION INTO THE INVESTIGA -

TION AND EVERYTHING IS BEING CONDUCTED OPENLY AND ABOVE

BOARD. AS SOON AS IT IS COMPLETED GAY WILL BRIEF GENERAL

RAMSEY AND THE DIVISION STAFF ON WHAT HAPPENED OR WHAT

APPEARS TO HAVE HAPPENED AS DETERMINED BY THE INVESTIGA-

TION. WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED. WARM REGARDS.

BT

GP-4
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SECRET 

PRECEDENCE 
PRIORITY 

~"'.u:~u ..;:z:::...:::...j)..JI:...----r ReTED BY D£ TIE 
K. B. MCCUTCHEON,CG 19MAR7 

FROM: 

TO: 

tU~ 
INFO: 

CG III MAF 

CG FIRST MAW 
CG FIRST MARDIV 

CG FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND 

SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN 

PADALINO FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFO: 

III MAP 

XXIV CORPS 

SECRET /EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN Z'AI S FROM LTGEN MCCUT£:;HEON 

~ OPCON 

~ 
~ 
-t 
% -Z 

C ,. 

1. I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF III MAF . 

AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES: 

A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV 

THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ 

, 
,~ 

,>­.... 
Z 
o 
en 
Z 

» z ! ROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS % 
Z ~ 
CI) GHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS ; 
o ~ 

Z AND 
~ 

RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY B~ GENERAL LAM AND 

SELF. 

B. I HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO 

SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS. 

C. OTHER UNITS OF III MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY 

OPCON. I REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT'S HIGHLY DESIRABLE 

g\j 1 -- ... 

1/ ·20 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

1911202 MAR SECRET

PRECEDENCE ELEASED BY DR TED BY DATE

NomLutihan
PRIORITY K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CG 19MAR7

FROM: CG III MAF

TO: CG FIRST MAW
CG FIRST MARDIV

INFOX
INFO: CG FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH, MGEN WHEELER INFO BGEN

PADALINO FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON

OPCON

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES ARE FORWARDED FOR YOUR INFO:

QUOTE

FM CG III MAF

TO CG XXIV CORPS

SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR LTGEN ZAIS FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON

OPCON

1. I HAVE REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF OPCON OF III MAF

UNITS AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES:

A. THE COMBINED ACTION FORCE SHOULD BE OPCON XXIV

CORPS. THE CAPS ARE DEPLOYED THROUGHOUT THE FIVE ICTZ

WHILLA

PROVINCES, THEY OPERATE CLOSELY WITH US/ARVN/RF/PF UNITS

THROUGHOUT ICTZ, AND DECISIONS IN REGARD TO LOCATIONS

AND RELOCATIONS ARE MADE JOINTLY BY GENERAL LAM AND YOUR-

THESELF.

B. I HAVE PASSED OPCON OF D CO 3D MP BN TO YOU TO

SUPPORT AND ASSIST YOUR ARMED FORCES POLICE REQUIREMENTS.

C. OTHER UNITS OF III MAF SHOULD REMAIN UNDER MY

OPCON. I REALIZE, HOWEVER, THAT IT'S HIGHLY DESIRABLE

PAGE CLASSIFICATIONPAUES DGI
1 SECRET

19 20
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DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
CLASSIFICATOO,. _ 

FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISloN AND 

AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS 

NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS 

THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES.. I HAVE 

DESIGNATED ~1GEN· THRASH AS DCG (AIR) FOR III MAF AND MGEN 

WHEELER AS DCG(GROUND) FOR III MAF. 

D. I RAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-

TIONS DIRECT TO 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW. I REQUEST, HOW-

ER, THAT I BE MADE INFOADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICATION SEN~ 

I 

~ 
I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATIO SZ 

o 
IRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING 

R REQUESTING NON-DIRECTIVE TYPE INFORMATION. ON ALL 

TTERS THAT ARE DIRECTIVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A 

ECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES, I REQUEST THAT 

SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO III MAF. I HAVE NO 

HOWEVER, TO YOUR MAKING 'rHE WING AND THE DIVI-

ION INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE 

HE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. 

E. I RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A 

QUlREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM III MAP IN AREAS OUTSIDE 

F QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN 

SOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. IN THESE CASES I HAVE NO 

TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER 

FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN 

I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS 

CONNAISSANCE ,TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING 

PAGE.2.... OF L PAGES 

-'~. 
, , I 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET
CLASSIFICAT'Or

FOR YOU TO COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH MY DIVISION AND

AIR WING AND THAT THERE MAY BE OCCASIONS WHEN IT IS

NECESSARY FOR ME TO ATTACH SMALL UNITS TO OTHER UNITS

THAT YOU MAY DESIGNATE FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES. I HAVE

DESIGNATED MGEN THRASH AS DCG (AIR) FOR III MAF AND MGEN

WHEELER AS DCG (GROUND) FOR III MAF.

D. I HAVE NO OBJECTION TO YOU INSTALLING COMMUNICA-

TIONS DIRECT TO 1ST MARDIV AND 1ST MAW. I REQUEST, HOW-

EVER, THAT I BE MADE INFO ADDEE ON ANY COMMUNICATION SENT

TYPE ANNO

OVER THESE CIRCUITS. I FURTHER REQUEST THAT COMMUNICATIONS

WITHIN

DIRECTLY TO MY SUBORDINATES BE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PASSING

OR REQUESTING NON-DIRECTIVE TYPE INFORMATION. ON ALL

MATTERS THAT ARE DIRECTIVE IN NATURE OR WHICH REQUIRE A

DECISION ON THE PART OF MY SUBORDINATES, I REQUEST THAT

YOU DIRECT SUCH COMMUNICATIONS TO III MAF. I HAVE NO

OBJECTION, HOWEVER, TO YOUR MAKING THE WING AND THE DIVI-

THP
SION INFO ADDEES AT THE SAME TIME IN ORDER TO EXPEDITE

THE PLAN AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

E. I RECOGNIZE THAT FROM TIME TO TIME YOU MAY HAVE A

REQUIREMENT FOR ASSISTANCE FROM III MAF IN AREAS OUTSIDE

OF QUANG NAM AND MAY DIRECT ME TO PROVIDE CERTAIN

RESOURCES FOR SUCH MISSIONS. IN THESE CASES I HAVE NO

OBJECTION TO PASSING OPCON OVER SUCH UNITS TO WHOMEVER

YOU ASSIGN FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION IN

QUESTION. I HAVE IN MIND FOR EXAMPLE SUCH THINGS AS

RECONNAISSANCE TEAMS OR INFANTRY UNITS THAT ARE OPERATING

42PAGE PAGESOF

DECLASSIFIED
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m MAF FORM 2 (eO) -24 (09-69) 

SECRET 
CLASSIFICAT"ON 

ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT 

REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE 

KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I 

BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-

ACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS. 

2. I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE 

1ST MAW, 1STMARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO ATTEND 

OUR WEERLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRECIATE THIS. 

ARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE 

LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS ICTZ DNG 

LTG MCCUTCHEON CG III MAP DNG 

ECRET DNG 643 EYES ONLY FOR LTG MCCUTCHEON 

I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN HARCR MESSAGE 

GARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS. THE 

RRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME 

YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT 

OUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELA~IONSHIPS WITH III MAP 

NITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT. 

YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH 

PROVOST MARSHAL. THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH 

ENERAL MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF 

NSTRUCTION PERTAINING TO OPCON OF THE COMBINED ACTION 

AS REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE. 

I ENJOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIVISION YESTER~ 

PAGE-LOF~PAGES 

DECLASSIFIED 
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to-

DECLASSIFIED

01-24(09-69)III MAF FORM 2

SECRET
CLASSIFICAT'ON

ALONG ADJACENT DIVISION BOUNDARIES IN AN OPERATION THAT

REQUIRES CENTRALIZED COMMAND AND CONTROL. SINCE THESE

KINDS OF OPERATIONS WILL PROBABLY BE FEW IN NUMBER I

BELIEVE THAT WE CAN WORK THEM OUT TO OUR MUTUAL SATIS-

FACTION ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS.

2. I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE INVITED THE COMMANDERS OF THE

1ST MAW, 1STMARDIV AND COMBINED ACTION FORCE TO ATTEND

YOUR WEEKLY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE, AND I APPRECIATE THIS.

WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE

QUOTE

FM LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS ICTZ DNG

TO LTG MCCUTCHEON CG III MAF DNG

SECRET DNG 643 EYES ONLY FOR LTG MCCUTCHEON

1. I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SEVENTEEN MARCH MESSAGE

REGARDING OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF III MAF UNITS. THE

ARRANGEMENTS YOU PROPOSE ARE COMPLETELY ACCEPTABLE TO ME

AND I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT

YOUR WISHES WITH REGARD TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH III MAF

UNITS ARE FULLY CARRIED OUT.

2. YOUR MILITARY POLICE COMPANY IS ALREADY WORKING WITH

OUR PROVOST MARSHAL. THE CORPS G-3 IS WORKING WITH

GENERAL MILLER AND COLONEL METZGER TO PREPARE A LETTER OF

INSTRUCTION PERTAINING TO OPCON OF THE COMBINED ACTION

FORCE AS REFLECTED IN YOUR MESSAGE.

B. I ENJOYED MY VISIT WITH ED WHEELER'S DIVISION YESTER-

43 OF PAGESPAGE
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m MAF FORM 2 <eo) -24 (09-69) 
SECRET 

CLASSIFICAT"O N 

AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE' TIME TO ACCOMPANY 

WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS. 

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 

-t 
~ ~ 

"'l) Z 

"' 0 
~ CI) 

-t Z -% " -Z £II: 
C 

~ ::I 
~ 
~ Z 
Ci') 

X -Z ... 
." -
0 • Z III r- CL .-< >-.... 

PAGE -i.. OF --L PAGES 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

III MAF FORM 2 ( 0)-24(09-69)
SECRET

CLASSIFICATION

DAY, AND I APPRECIATE YOUR TAKING THE TIME TO ACCOMPANY

ME.

4. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS.

BT

GP-4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

OTHER

WHITE

SHIPPING

MARGINS

WHILL

THE
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MAF FORM 2 (5- _2n;3_(t.i0z9m-6z9iiJ)~ __ !lIlri!!Z~ 

DTG ' ClASSiFICATIO~ 
SECRET 

PRECEDENCE RELEASED BY DRAFTED BY DAY~ 

19MAR70 PRIORITY LEO J •• DULACKI 

FROM: CG III MAP 

TO: CG FIRST MAW 

~ SECRET EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGENf~C~UTCHEON 

ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA ' 

1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM 

COMUSMACV. QUOTE 

" REFERENCE IS MADE TO MAC 3S4B INTEL 

(S) ACCORDING TO THE LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO 

IS HEADQUARTERS THERR IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A COUP 

UNDERWAY IN CAMBODIA. THE PRECISE NATURE IS UN-

(5) PENDING CLARIFICATION OF THE SITUATION AND FURTHE 

ALL COMMANDS WlLL ADHERE TO THE CURRENT PUe ~ 
Z 

OF ENGAGEMENT. PARTICULAR CARE WILL BE 

AKEN TO AVOID BORDER INCIDENTS, BUT PLANNED OPERATIONS 

Z IN THE VICINITY OF THE BORDER NEED NOT, REPEAT NOT, BE 
E 
~ l,",n~'\I"",I:I"-'J.u:.1J 

o 
CI) 

z 

-~ 
en 
Z 4. (S) SHOULD ANY ELEMENT OF MACV BE APPROACHED BY CAM- , ~ 
en 
o z 
r( 

IAN REPRESENTATIVES FOR ASSISTANCE, NO'COMMITMENTS WI 

BE REFERRED TO THIS HEAD-

ARTERS BY FLASH MESSAGE. 

• (S) YOU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF EVENTS AS THFJUNFOLD. 

WARM REGARDS. 

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 

1 DGT 

DECLASSIFIED 

CLASSIFICAT 
~ECRET 

-

DECLASSIFIED

23 (09-69)III MAF FORM 2 (S-

CLASSIFICATIONSSNDTG
1914147 mal SECRET

DRAFTED BY DATERELEASED BYPRECEDENCE

Desland LEO J DULACKI CS 19MAR70PRIORITY

FROM: CG III MAF

TO: CG FIRST MAW

SECRET EYES ONLY FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN} MCCUTCHEON

ACTIVITIES IN CAMBODIA

1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A MESSAGE RECEIVED FROM

COMUSMACV. QUOTE

1. REFERENCE IS MADE TO MAC 3548 INTEL

(s) ACCORDING TO THE LATEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO2.

THIS HEADQUARTERS THERE IS EVERY INDICATION THAT A COUP

MAY BE UNDERWAY IN CAMBODIA. THE PRECISE NATURE IS UN-

KNOWN.

3. (s) PENDING CLARIFICATION OF THE SITUATION AND FURTHER

ONLY

INSTRUCTIONS, ALL COMMANDS WILL ADHERE TO THE CURRENT PUB

BLISHED RULES OF ENGAGEMENT. PARTICULAR CARE WILL BE

TAKEN TO AVOID BORDER INCIDENTS, BUT PLANNED OPERATIONS

IN THE VICINITY OF THE BORDER NEED NOT, REPEAT NOT, BE

CANCELLED.

(s) SHOULD ANY ELEMENT OF MACV BE APPROACHED BY CAM-4.

BODIAN REPRESENTATIVES FOR ASSISTANCE, NO COMMITMENTS WILL

BE MADE BUT THE DETAILS WILL BE REFERRED TO THIS HEAD-

QUARTERS BY FLASH MESSAGE.

3. (s) YOU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED OF EVENTS AS THEYUNFOLD.

UNQUOTE WARM REGARDS.

GP-4

(sso NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

1 OF 1 PAGESPAGE CLASSIFICATIONDGT
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SPECAT 

. Z JA N· 18 (T S/SP£CAt,IlCEO) 
1. REF A Pl!t6PO,SifYA to.8K MAS BASEDOK,Cfl'tC GUIDANCE Ate 
ADOlf IOctil'AL SA 5 I C A SfSUM'PT IONS. 
a. A Pt.ArtN.ING CONFERENCE WAS HELD 'AT l~IS HEADQUARTERS BY 
fiIt:MiliiR $ Of MY STA'FF AM) T H£ STAFFS 0;\;" 151 :MARD IV t 1 ST MAW, 
Mel\. C ON 17 MAR 70. D tJt I MG THIS CO,NF'ER E NeE SEVERAL PROBLEM 
~'i,A,$ 'D tva OPED : ' 
A. T Hi ~ oPO'SED 10. SK MAB I NCL UD·ED A HQ'CO FOR SUPPffi T 
r:I TM[ ~AB HQ. A MAS OF LESS THAN 10.6K DOES NOT POSSESS A 
~ CO., CONSEQUENTLY THE ADMINISTRA!J.VE :CAPABILITY IS MARGINAL 
AT BEST 0 .. 

!So LOOISTIC SUPPCR! OF THE AVIA!Iorf·aEMENT REGARDLESS 
rJi THE SIZE OF THE MAS IN ILl. BESER IOUS PR OEL EM IrJ IT H THE 

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA3700 TOP 5E~ET/LU'IDIS/SPECAT/MCEO 
LOSS .OF WING SUPPfF. T UNIT So ,. '" 
3. T ME ASSUMPT ION CONTAI NED I N PAR J\ 2.D OF REF A 1 HAT AD MI NI­
STRATIVE CONTROL 8E EXERCISED BY Yom HEADQUARTERS WAS DISCUSSED, 
AN ALTER NATIVE WAS SUGGESTED W HER EElY· 3D MARD IV WOULD EXER elSE 
ADCON or GROUrI> AN> SERVICE SUPPCRl' EL.EMENTS IN A MAE OF LESS 
THAN UJoBKo ADDITIONALLY, CG, ,'MAW WOULD RETAIN ADCON OF AIR 
ElEMENTS REGARDLESS OF SIZE OF MAS SINCE THE AVIATION ELEMENt 
IN NCT CAI'ABlE OP' sUPprn T I NG IT SEL Ii LOG I 5T leALL Y FR OM IN II HI N 
ITS ()I N RESO~ CES. 
4. IT APPEARS tHAT ABOVE ARRANGEMEl~T MIGHT ALL.EVIATE PROBLENS 
CITED IN PARA 2 ABOVE TO SOM EXTENT. 
5. ADDITIONALl Y, INFeRMATION FCR PLANNING ?IJtPOSES IS REQUIRED 
REGARD!*' tHE FUTURE STATUS OF HQ, III MAr. SPECIfICALLY, 
WHiTMER III MAl' HQS WILL BE RELOCATED t DISESTABLISHED IN­
COUNTRY, CR REDEPLOYED AID DISESTABLISHfD; PROPOSED tIMING FOR 
WMATliVER COURSE OF ACtION IS CONIEMFtATED Ii~ HQS III MAli WlTJ-l 
RELATION TO TIrHNG OF REDEPLOYMENT OFWl-NG At() DIVISION HQS; 
tiRO.POS'ED TIMING FeR ESTABLISHMENT OF TRANSITIONAL MAB HQS WITH 
REL.A T ION TOR ED E PI.. 0 YME NT 0 F M A Ii ID IV lSI 0 N/W I NG HQ S. 
60 REQUEST COMME NT S/GU ID A NeE. WAR M REG ARD S. 
Gf'o4 
BT 

HQ FLC CIs SIS G-I G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT AD.! CEO T/E LaC 
ACT/COG ~ .J. r\ ~ / 
INFO/ L (...~ V I(() COORD 

DECLASSIFIED 

LEGAL 

~J 
7-( 

I------~ 
i 

! 
MED 

b 
~ 

SPECAT 
JOP SECR~ 

TRNG DISBO 

DECLASSIFIED

ZNY TTILT
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY 082

SPECAT
P20004.02 Tisn

COMMUNI ION CENTERM CG III MAF
H/B HEAD CARTERS ENT

TOP SECRETTO CG FMFPAC
FORCE LOGISTIC COMMANDBT

T SECRE T /LIMDIS/SPECAT /MAR INE COR PS EYES ONLY/FORBY

LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING CUY
A. CG EMPPAC 1403212 JAN 70 (TS/SPECAT/ACEO)
1. REF A PROPOSED A 10.8K MAB BASED ON CMC GUIDANCE AND

ADDITIONAL BASIC ASSUMPTIONS.
2. A PLANNING CONFERENCE WAS HELD AT THIS HEAD QUARTERS BY

MEMBER S OF MY STAFF AND THE STAFFS OF 1ST MARD IV 1ST MAW,
AND FLC ON 17 MAR 70. DURING THIS CONFERENCE SEVERAL PROBLEM
AREAS DEVELOPED
A. THE PROPOSED 10.8K MAB INCLUDED A HQ CO FOR SUPPORT
OF THE MAB HQ. A MAB OF LESS THAN 10. 8K D OES NOT POSSESS A

HQ CO, CONSEQUENTLY THE ADMINISTRATIVE CAPABILITY IS MARGINAL
AT BEST.
B. LOGISTIC SUPPORT OF THE AVIATION ELEMENT REGARDLESS
OF THE SIZE OF THE MAB WILL BE SER IOUS PROBLEM WITH THE

PAGE TW O RUMLMPA3700 TOP SECRET/LIMDIS/SPECAT/MCE
LOSS OF WING SUPPORT UNITS.
3. THE ASSUMPTION CONTAINED IN PAR A 2.D OF REF A THAT ADMINI-
STRATIVE CONTROL BE EXER CISED BY YOUR HEAD QUARTER S WAS DISCUSSED,
AN ALTER NATIVE WAS SUGGESTED WHEREBY 3D MARD IV WOULD EXER CISE
AD CON OF GR OUND AND SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENTS IN A MAB OF LESS
THAN 10.8K. ADD ITIONALLY, CG, FMAW WOULD RETAIN AD CON OF AIR
ELEMENTS REGARDLESS OF SIZE OF MAB SINCE THE AVIATION ELEMENT
IN NOT CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING ITSEL F LOGISTICALLY FROM WITHIN
ITS OW ! RESOURCES.
4. IT APPEAR S THAT ABOVE ARRANGEMENT MIGHT ALLEVIATE PROBLEMS
CITED IN PARA 2 ABOVE TO SOM EXTENT.
5. ADDITIONALLY, INFORMATION FOR PLANNING PUR POSES IS REQUIRED
REGARDING THE FUTURE STATUS OF HQ, III MAF. SPECIFICALLY,
WHETHER III MAF HQS WILL BE RELOCATED, DISESTABLISHED IN-

COUNTRY, OR REDEPLOYED AND DISESTABLISHED PR OPOSED TIMING FOR

WHATEVER COUR SE OF ACTION IS CONTEMPLATED FOR HQS III MAF WITH
RELATION TO TIMING OF REDEPLOYMENT OFWING AND DIVISION HQS;
PR OPOSED TIMING FOR ESTABL ISHMENT OF TRANSITIONAL MAB HQS WITH
RELATION TO REDEPL OYMENT OF MAF/DIVISION/WING HQS.

6. REQUEST COMME NT S/GUIDANCE. WARM REGARD S.
GP-4
BT

SPECAT

TOP SECRET

C/S S/S G-2 G-3 G-4 G-5 COMPT ADJ CEO T/E LOC LEGAL MED TRNG DISBOHQ FLC G-1

ACT/COG

06 4820INFO/
COORD
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JOINT MESSAGE FORM 

'SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

CONFIDENTIAL 
BOOK .... ULTI SINCLE 

TyPE MSG 

i 5 i 7 ~ 

FROM: CG III MAF 

TO: CG FMFPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR 

LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING 

HOURS) 

MISCELLANEOUS INFO 

1. LTG EN ZAIS INFORMED ME YESTERDAY THAT HE WAS DELIGHTED 

WITH MY MESSAGE ON OPCON. THAT HE HAD SENT A COPY OF MY 

MESSAGE WITH HIS REPLY TO GEN ABRAMS WITH A BRIEF NOTE 

AND EXPLANATION, AND IN ESSENCE SAID THE MESSAGES WERE 

SELF-EXPLANATORY AND THAT THE ISSUE HAD BEEN RESOLVED. 

2. AS A MATTER OF ROUTINE I WILL ACCOMPANY ZAIS SATURDAY 

MORNINGS TO GEN LAM'S HQ TO DTSCUSS MUTUAL PROBLEMS. 

BOWMAN, BGEN LEE OF THE ROKMC WILL ALSO BE PRESENT. FOL-

LOWING THAT DISCUSSION I WILL ATTEND GEN LAM'S WEEKLY 

I CORPS BRIEFING WITH ZAIS, AND THEN BGEN MULLER'S BRIEF 

c.. BY THE U. S. ARMY ADVISORS. HUJ5J5BR lS '!I?n~ GEPHeR AM!:r 

1!rJ n SUR, w n H nI~ E:UGEP'f leN eF HAl ~ .' 

SUNDAY MORNINGS I WILL ATTEND THE XXIV CORPS BRIEFING 
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DECLASSIFIED
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III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
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DATEFROMOPERATION CODE
X- ORIGINATOR CO II 25-18 ar 70A- ACTION/COGNIZANCE
C - COMMENT RECOMMENDATION SERIAL NO/CONTROL DATE
1- INFORMATION

COPY NO 2 OF COPIES REC'DP 220/15 Mar mS- SIGNATURE

SUBJECTDATE
INITIALSECTION CODEROUTE o BRIDGEJURNEY FOROUTIN

CG
DCG

3/25 REMARKC/S

3/23
DC/S N

DCSPLANS
DISPOSITON

DEPCORDS
DSA ICTZ

c RETAIN FOR_ MONTHS3/23xS/S 4
G-1 DESTROY AFTER ROUTING
G-2

RETURN FOR PERMANENTG-3

copy
RETENTIONG-4

G-5 SIGNATURESECTION
G-6
ADJ

AWARDS
CAP
CHAP
CIB

COMP
DENT

Hon Copy
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FOODS
FSEO
HQ CMDT
INSP
MTO
NJA

OPANAL
ORD
PMO

POSTAL

COPY)OF 4COMIES
PROTO
PSYOPS
RDT 8E
REPRO

HAS BEEN SETSJA
SPL SERV
SUPPLY
FORMED O
S&C
TCC
SGT MAJ (USE REVERSE FOR ADDITIONAL SPACE)
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERVSE

(A-25
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" .., , 

4.1.;1 ........ - '~"" 

. P22044'Z ZFF~l 
F'" CO n! fflA F 
TO COMNAVFl;R\I' 

DECLASSIFIED 

-
• • 

tEM ~ 
SEC R E T/EYES ON1..YFiJR VADM ZUfltWAL.T FRCf\1 LTGIHl ~CCUTCHeGN 
REQUIREMENT FOR HAM OaRIOGK (5) 
A. YOUR MSG lS0030Z MAR 70 (8) 
1. THE ,OLLe-WING INFORMATION CCNCERNING THE )'~AM 0 BRIDGE 
IS PRCV1DED IN RESPONSE TG REF A. 
2. THE HAM 0 BRIDGE IS A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT. THE 
EXTENT ,TO WHICH MARINE FORCES WILL BENEFIt FROM THE BRIDGE 
IS Ut~PREDICTABL.E .SI NeE MUCH DEPENDS ON HOW THE CORPS 

. COMMANDER WILL EMPLvY THE REMAINING MARINE FORCES IN THE 
FurURE. HOWEVER, THE BRIDGE WILL BE VITAL TO THE US 
FORCES IN ICTI AS WELL AS TO THE ARUM FORCES SINCE QI..-l 
IS THE ONLY LAND Loe LINKINn THE HGRTHERN TWC PROVINCES 
WITH THE DANANG AREA, THE BRIDGE IS ALSO OF GREAT SIGNI­
FICANCE FROM AN ECONOMIC STANDPC-IfIT. 
2. NOW THAT THE ARMY HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR I 
CORPS, THE "AM ~ BRIDGE SHOULD BE OF PRIMARY INTEREST 
TO THEM, AND I BELIEVE THE ARMY SHOULD I NCt.UDE IT I N THEIR 
MILCON. ,HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF ITS III'JPORTANCE, IF IT ,IS NOT 
INCLUDED HJ THE ARMY PROGHAfIl. I B.El.IEVE IT SHOULD REMAIN 
INTME NAVY PRCGRAM. WARM REGARDS. 
OP-4 
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 
240 

-, 

SECRET.; 
NNNN 

THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY 

cOPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 

P 220445Z ZFF-1
FM CG III MAF
TO COMNAVFUR
ZEM
SECRE T/EYES ONLY FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON
REQUIREMENT FOR NAM 0 BRIDGE (S)
A. YOUR MSG 1800307 MAR 70 (S)
1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NAM 0 BRIDGE
IS PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO REF A.
2. THE NAM 0 BRIDGE IS A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT. THE
EXTENT TO WHICH MARINE FORCES WILL BENEFIT FROM THE BRIDGE
IS UNPREDICTABLE SINCE MUCH DEPENDS ON HOW THE CORPS
COMMANDER WILL EMPLOY THE REMAINING MARINE FORCES IN THE
FUTURE. HOWEVER, THE BRIDGE WILL BE VITAL TO THE US
FORCES IN ICTZ AS WELL AS TO THE ARVN FORCES SINCE QL-1
IS THE ONLY LAND LOC LINKING THE NORTHERN Two PROVINCES
WITH THE DANANG AREA. THE BRIDGE IS ALSO OF GREAT SIGNI-
FICANCE FROM AN ECONOMIC STANDPOINT.
2. NOW THAT THE ARMY HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR I

CORPS, THE NAM C BRIDGE SHOULD BE OF PRIMARY INTEREST
TO THEM AND I BELIEVE THE ARMY SHOULD INCLUDE IT IN THEIR
MILCON. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF ITS IMPORTANCE, IF IT IS NOT
INCLUDED IN THE ARMY PROGRAM, I BELIEVE IT SHOULD REMAIN
IN THE NAVY PROGRAM. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
240

SECRET
NNNN

THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY

CPOY 2 OF
9

COPIES

(A-25
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

SSN 

PRECEDENCE 
PRIORITY 

O~Yl[i 

21 MAR 70 iJ 

FROM: CG III MAF 

TO: COMNAVFORV 

SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON 

...@..QUIREMENT FOR NAM 0 BRIDGE (S) 

A. YOUR MSG 180030Z MAR 70 (5) 

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NAM 0 BRIDGE 

IS PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO REF A. 

2. THE NAM 0 BRIDGE IS A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT. THE 

EXTENT TO WHICH MARINE FORCES WILL BENEFIT FROM THE BRIDG~ 

IS UNPREDICTABLE SINCE MUCH DEPENDS ON HOW THE CORPS 

COMMANDER WILL EMPLOY THE REMAINING MARINE FORCES IN THE 

.... FUTURE. 
-< 

HOWEVE~, THE BRIDGE WILL BE VITl"-L TO THE US 

~ FORCES IN ICTZ AS WELL AS TO THE ARVN FORCES SINCE QL-l 

! IS THE ONLY LAND LOC LINKING THE NORTHERN TWO PROVINCES 
.... 

CI) 

:2 = WITH THE DANANG AREA. THE BRIDGE IS ALSO OF GREAT SIGNI- i; 
Z 
E FICANCE FROM AN ECONOMIC STANDPOINT. ,. 
::u 3. 
G) -

NOW THAT THE ARMY HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR I 

Z CORPS, THE NAM 0 BRIDGE SHOULD BE OF PRIMARY INTEREST 

l!I: 
~ 
~ 

CI) 

o TO THEM AND I BELIEVE THE ARMY 
Z 

SHOULD INCLUDE IT IN THEIR ~ 
AY 

~ MILCON. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF ITS IM?ORTANCE, IF IT IS NOT ~ 

"'" INCLUDED IN THE ARMY PROGRAM, I BELIEVE IT SHOULD REMAIN 

IN THE NAVY PROGRAM. WARM REGARDS. 

GP-4 

(550 NOTE~ DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 

PAGE 1 OF 1PAGES DGT CLASSIFICATION 
SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

, j 

DECLASSIFIED

1-23 (09-69)III MAF FORM 2 (S

CLASSIFICATIONSSNDTG
220445ZMAR SECRET

DATERELEASED BY DRAFTED BYPRECEDENCE
LEO J. DULACKI 21 MAR 70PRIORITY

FROM: CG III MAF

TO: COMNAVFORV

INFO: SECRET/EYES ONLY FOR VADM ZUMWALT FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEONXXXXX

REQUIREMENT FOR NAM O BRIDGE (s)

A. YOUR MSG 180030Z MAR 70 (s)

1. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING THE NAM 0 BRIDGE

IS PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO REF A.

2. THE NAM O BRIDGE IS A DEFINITE REQUIREMENT. THE

EXTENT TO WHICH MARINE FORCES WILL BENEFIT FROM THE BRIDGE

IS UNPREDICTABLE SINCE MUCH DEPENDS ON HOW THE CORPS

COMMANDER WILL EMPLOY THE REMAINING MARINE FORCES IN THE

FUTURE. HOWEVER, THE BRIDGE WILL BE VITAL TO THE US

BATY

FORCES IN ICTZ AS WELL AS TO THE ARVN FORCES SINCE QL-1

IS THE ONLY LAND LOC LINKING THE NORTHERN TWO PROVINCES

WITH THE DANANG AREA. THE BRIDGE IS ALSO OF GREAT SIGNI-

FICANCE FROM AN ECONOMIC STANDPOINT.

3. NOW THAT THE ARMY HAS ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR I

CORPS, THE NAM O BRIDGE SHOULD BE OF PRIMARY INTEREST

TO THEM AND I BELIEVE THE ARMY SHOULD INCLUDE IT IN THEIR

THER

MILCON. HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF ITS IMPORTANCE, IF IT IS NOT

INCLUDED IN THE ARMY PROGRAM, I BELIEVE IT SHOULD REMAIN

IN THE NAVY PROGRAM. WARM REGARDS.

GP-4

(SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

22 04 45

PAGES CLASSIFICATIONOFPAGE DGT11 SECRET 21

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

.~ _.... "fi 
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iECUl'IlTV CLASSII'ICATIOI>I 

TOP SECRET 
BOOK .... UL I I ! SI NGL E 

TVPE MSG 

! 
RECEDENCE 

. eno N .l:' l:{ 1 Ol:{l '1' Y 

"TO 

FROM: CG III MAF 

TO: CG FMFPAC 

;}3tJ!'!J2 
j//1}J/t 7) 

TOP SECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN 

MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS) 

FORCE PLANNING (U) 
<. 

1. POLLOWING IS PROVIDEP FOR YOUR INFO: 

QUOTE 
220930Z MAR 70 
PM MG DOLVIN COFS MACV SAIGON 
TO GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF TAN SON NHUT 
LTG MILDREN DGC USARV LONG BINH 
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON 
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFV NHA TRANG 
LTG EWELL CG II FFV LONG BINH 
LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS DA NANG 

INFO LTG MCCUTCHEON CG III MAP DA NANG 
MG MCCO~m CG DMAC CAN THO 

TOP SECRET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY MAC 2791 EYES ONLY 

SUBJECT: FORCE PLANNING (U) 

REFERENCE: MAC 1517/011052Z FEB 1970 (TS/S) 

1. (TS) REFERENCE REQUESTED VIEWS AND COW-tENTS ON AN OUT-

LINE STRATEGY FOR 1970 AND CONSIDERATIONS AFFECTING US 

REDEPLOYMENTS AFTER 15 

2. (TS) AS A RESULT 

KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON 
COMMAN DING GENERAL 

OF 

APRIL. 

RESPONSES TO REFERENCE AND OTHER 

SI GN AT URE 

TYPED(or OIDOTlPC IS"~O TITllt 

SI!CU<lITV CLASSIFIC"TIO~ ..., 3 0
1 
~GRAOING 'NSTR;';CTION5

t TOP SECRET £- [0 J) 
"--~ __ • _____ ----'::~~ . ......-=..i~ __ . ___ ..... _ .... ~_ .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

r 
I: 

I 
? 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIOI>IS 

OATE TIM!! 

23 1430 
MONTH YjlAR 

MAR 70 
P ACE NO. NO. ot" :g 

1 P AGIrD 

DECLASSIFIED

RESERVED FOR COMPANY
JOINT MESSAGEFORM

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

TOP SECRET

2308412
SINGLEBOOK MULTI

TYPE MSG

MAR70
PRECEDENCE

ACTION PRIORITY
STGINFO

FROM: CG III MAF SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

CG FMFPACTO:

TOP SECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN

MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

FORCE PLANNING (U)

1. FOLLOWING IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFO:

QUOTE
220930Z MAR 70
FM MG DOLVIN COFS MACV SAIGON
TO GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF TAN SON NHUT
LTG MILDREN DGC USARV LONG BINH
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
LTG CORCORAN CG I FFV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II FFV LONG BINH
LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS DA NANG

INFO LTG MCCUTCHEON CG III MAF DA NANG
MG MCCOWN CG DMAC CAN THO

TOP SECRET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY MAC 2791 EYES ONLY

SUBJECT: FORCE PLANNING (U)

REFERENCE: MAC 1517/011052Z FEB 1970 (TS/S)

(TS) REFERENCE REQUESTED VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON AN OUT-1.

LINE STRATEGY FOR 1970 AND CONSIDERATIONS AFFECTING US DATE TIME

143023
REDEPLOYMENTS AFTER 15 APRIL. YEARMONTH

70MAR
(TS) AS A RESULT OF RESPONSES TO REFERENCE AND OTHER2. PAGE NO. NO. OF

31 PAGES

AND T SIGNATUREPHONE RD 2236 E

Decreases
L
E

KEITH B. MCCUTCHEON A TYPED(ortmped) NAME AND TITLE
5

c/5
COMMANDING GENERAL E

R

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION REGRADING INSTRUCTIONS

23 0TOP SECRET
8 41 22

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

t ___ ==PA,.:..:E~C;..::E:=:O;:,:£ N:::.:C:-:.:E~ __ -G R EL E'" S EO B V 

ACTIOOj PRIORITY 
INFO 

OR ~"Tir.IiY-:---·-'·-· _~·_' •• _r_ ·rf.·t;-O<4r.r-~~ "I; 

K. B. "CCU!CH,,~~G_~ _ 2 2 ~.~ 

I COMMAND AND STAFF EXCHANGES DURING RECEN'I' WEEKS, THE r.'lACVl 

STAFF NOW LISTS THE FOLLOWING SPACE REDUCTIONS AS THOSE 

WHICH CO~~NDERS CONCERNED WOULD CONSIDER FEASIBLE FOR A 

50,000 SPACES PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT: 

COMPONENT THOUSAND SPACES 

--------- --------~------

USMC (II MAF) 29.4 

USN 8.0 

USA (BDE, III CTZ) 5.7 

USA (CMBT SVC 8PT) .6 

USAF 1.4 
~ __ f-

TOTAL 45.1 

3. (TS) ALTHOUGH COMUSMACV HAS Tl\KEN THE POSITION THAT 

FURTHER US REDEPLOYMENTS SHOULD BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING 

DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE NEXT 90 DAYS, THE Jvl.ACV STAFF IS CONTINUING 

TO EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES SHOULD A PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT BB DIR-

ECTED EARLIER. IN THAT REGARD, SUFFICIEN'I' ALTERNATIVES FOR 

GENERATION OF ADDITIONAL SPACES (ABOUT 5,000) FOR A POSSIBLE 

50,000 SPACE PACKAGE .HAVE NOT BEEN IDENTIFIED. 

4. (TS) ACCORDINGLY, FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY, THE FOL-

LOWING REQUESTS ARE MADE USING THE FIGURES CITED IN PARA~ 

CON TROL NO. TOR/TOO PAGE NO. OF MESSAGE IOENTIII"ICA'TION I~I"I'IALIJ 
NO. PAGES 

2 3 
I"I:GRAOIMG 1"'57 RUCT~IO~H~S"""'-----_...J!.. __ ..J...--+S-E-C-UR-I-TY-CL-A-SS-I";'FI-C-A;"'TI-O-M--"~-~~-L.~u~ 

TOP SECRET ~ '--..... _=: __ ""'"' __ "'.!'_~"'!_~""!. __ """""."..,.-.. ________ ,..J, _________ '"""""'''''''"'".:=r __ =-=..:.=:.-:-c=1 .22) , 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION
ABCREVIATED JOINT MESSAGE FORM

and/or CONTINUATION SHEET TOP SECRET
MONCDRAFTED BYRELEASED BYPRECEDENCE

PRIORITYACTION
2236K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CGINFO

COMMAND AND STAFF EXCHANGES DURING RECENT WEEKS, THE MACVI

STAFF NOW LISTS THE FOLLOWING SPACE REDUCTIONS AS THOSE

WHICH COMMANDERS CONCERNED WOULD CONSIDER FEASIBLE FOR A

50,000 SPACES PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT:

THOUSAND SPACESCOMPONENT

29.4USMC (II MAF)

8.0USN

5.7USA (BDE, III CTZ)

.6USA (CMBT SVC SPT)

1.4USAF

45.1TOTAL

(TS) ALTHOUGH COMUSMACV HAS TAKEN THE POSITION THAT3.

FURTHER US REDEPLOYMENTS SHOULD BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING

DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE NEXT 90 DAYS, THE MACV STAFF IS CONTINUING

TO EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES SHOULD A PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT BE DIR-

ECTED EARLIER. IN THAT REGARD, SUFFICIENT ALTERNATIVES FOR

GENERATION OF ADDITIONAL SPACES (ABOUT 5,000) FOR A POSSIBLE

50,000 SPACE PACKAGE HAVE NOT BEEN IDENTIFIED.

4. (TS) ACCORDINGLY, FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY, THE FOL-

LOWING REQUESTS ARE MADE USING THE FIGURES CITED IN PARA-

INITIALSMESSAGE IDENTIFICATIONPAGE NO. OFTOR/TODCONTROL NO.
PAGESNO.

2 3

SECURITY CLASSIFICATIONPEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS
TOP SECRET

22)
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

;:, :r 
. i . 

:-··=·=-~n-A-8=~-~-E-'-/I=~-T=E-D-J=O-INd~~M-E=~-A=G==~ro-=RM===-==-~~~~ 
ad/or COMTINiJ~TIOI'I SHUT ~' 

li--=--------~=:_~~~------..,..-----l..--':~~··-·~~~::-.:_r=-~ , 
PRECEDENCE "'ELEASEO BY Ori.AFTI':O In II>!'\o~tr 1 

_~ • ..:...c; T_'_O _N -'P"'>_Ru.t .... 1"1 Ol..() .... JRl ........ IT"",--Y __ ...-..lI I 
~!N_~o ______ • ____________ ~ ______________________ ~IK~B~MCCUJ.C~r~~_~~_~-l~2~3_6 __ ~ 

GRAPH 2 ABOVE AS A BASE: 

A. CMDR 7AF: DCG USARV (USA CMBT SVC SPT FORCES): AND 

COMNAVFORV: EACH IDENTIFY SOURCE OF 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES. 

B. CG I PFV: IDENTIFY 750 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM FORCES 

OVER W'HICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL. 

C. CG II FFV: IDENTIFY 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM 

FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL. 

D. CG XXIV CORPS: IDENTIFY 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES 

FROM FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL. SPECI-

FICALLY REQUEST CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE REDUCTION IN THE 

10,800 SPACES FOR THE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE PROFOSED BY CG 

III MAF IN RESPONSE TO REF. ALSO, REQUEST COMMENT ON THE 

POSSIBILITY (AS A SEPAR2\TE ALTERNATIVE) OF REDEPLOYING THE 

1,200 USMC SPACES PROPOSED BY CG III MAF FOR A LOGISTIC 

ROLL-UP FORCE AND RETAINING THE PERSONNEL INVOLVED AS A 

TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH. 

E. ALL: PROVIDE A STATEMENT OF IMPACT INCLUDING A 

RELATIVE REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITY FOR THE UNITS INVOLVED. 

5. (TS) IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT THIS REQUEST IS FOR s'rAFF 

PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY. UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS. 

BT 

GP-4 

CON rROL NO. TOR/TOO PAGE Ho. OF MESSAGE IOENTlFICATION 
NO. PAGES 

3 3 

"aGRAOING INSTRUCTIONS SECURITY CLASSIFICIllTIOM 

\t;)ITlAI..£1 

'rOP SECRET 

~----~"~---~--'~------------------~----------------~~--~~2) 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

SECURI C.ADSPICATION
ABCREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM

and/or CONTINUATION SHEET TOP SECRET
PHONEDRAFTEDBYRELEASED BYPRECEDENCE

PRIORITYACTION

2236K. B. MCCUTCHEON CGINFO

GRAPH 2 ABOVE AS A BASE:

A. CMDR 7AF : DCG USARV (USA CMBT SVC SPT FORCES) : AND

COMNAVFORV: EACH IDENTIFY SOURCE OF 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES.

B. CG I FFV: IDENTIFY 750 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM FORCES

OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL.

C. CG II FFV: IDENTIFY 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM

FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL.

D. CG XXIV CORPS: IDENTIFY 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES

FROM FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL. SPECI-

FICALLY REQUEST CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE REDUCTION IN THE

10,800 SPACES FOR THE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE PROPOSED BY CG

III MAF IN RESPONSE TO REF. ALSO, REQUEST COMMENT ON THE

POSSIBILITY (AS A SEPARATE ALTERNATIVE) OF REDEPLOYING THE

1,200 USMC SPACES PROPOSED BY CG III MAF FOR A LOGISTIC

ROLL-UP FORCE AND RETAINING THE PERSONNEL INVOLVED AS A

TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH.

E. ALL: PROVIDE A STATEMENT OF IMPACT INCLUDING A

RELATIVE REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITY FOR THE UNITS INVOLVED.

(TS) IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT THIS REQUEST IS FOR STAFF5.

PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY, UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS,

BT

GP-4

INITIALSMESSAGE IDENTIFICATIONPAGETOR/TOD NO. OFCONTROL NO.
PAGESNO.

33
SECURITY CLASSIFICATIONPEGRADING INSTRUCTIONS

TOP SECRET
22)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

1I1<:CUAITV CLASSIFICATION 

TOP SECRET 

')TO 

FROM: SPECIAL !N5T~UCTIONS; 

TO: CG F'IRST MAW 

TOP SECRET/EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR MGEN 

THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOUR 

FORCE PLANNING (U) 

1. FOLLOWING PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFO: 

QUOT~ 

212132Z MAR 70 

FM ADJ.1IN FMFPAC 

TO CG III MAF 

TOP SECRET SPECAT'EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM 

MGEN ADAMS. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKIN 

HOURS. //NOOOOO// 

FORCE PLANNING (U) 

A. CG III MAP 190130Z MAR70 (TS/MCEO) 

1. (TS) REF A ADDRESSED DUAL SITING, COLLOCATION, AND 

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION 

COMPONENT. 

MATION ON THE MARINE 

LEO J. DULACKI 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

SIrCU"lITY CL ASSI~ Ie: 

WILL REMAIN 

~EGAA/)''''G ''''STOIuCT,ONS 

.......,., _____ ..;;;;.._T_O_P_S_E_C_R_E_T __ ()~.B::::~.__ 4- 2-
DECLASSIFIED 

O"TE TINa: 

23 1445 
MONTH Y IXA~ 

MAR 70 
P AG£ NO, NO, OF £ 

1 p AGa.n ~ 

DECLASSIFIED

RESERVED FOR CANTA
JOINT MESSAGEFORM

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

70MAR
TOP SECRET

2308422
BOOK MULTI SINGLE

TYPE MSG

PRECEDENCE
PRIORITYACTION

INFO OTG
CG III MAFFROM: SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

CG FIRST MAWTO:

TOP SECRET/EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR MGEN

THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)

FORCE PLANNING (U)

1. FOLLOWING PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFO:

QUOTE

212132Z MAR 70

FM ADMIN FMFPAC

TO CG III MAF

TOP SECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LTGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM

MGEN ADAMS. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING

HOURS. //N00000//

FORCE PLANNING (U)

A. CG III MAF 190130Z MAR70 (TS/MCEO)

1. (TS) REF A ADDRESSED DUAL SITING, COLLOCATION, AND

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION
DATE TIME

COMPONENT. 144523
MONTH YEAR

2. (TS) AT THE PRESENT TIME, THERE IS NO DEFINITE INFOR- 70MAR
PAGE NO. NO. OF

2MATION ON THE MARINE CORPS FORCE LEVEL WHICH WILL REMAIN 1 PAGES

SIGNATUREPHONE R
2288 E

Dream
L
ELEO J. DULACKI A TYPED (or stampod) NAME AND TITLE
$CHIEF OF STAFF

C/SSECURITY CLASSIFICATION REGRADING INSTRUCTIONS

23 08 42TOP SECRET 23

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

:,._ .. 

. ~==-::ca~"""""""'-==-=.....J_~~~======_~~,~=~=_=o===_-=c.., . 
ABBREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEfORM SECuRITY CLASSI~ICA.T'ON ~ 

and/or CONTINUATIOM SHEET TOP SECRET ~ 

~ .. ------------------~~~~~------------~~~~~--------~t~--~---------~ PR~CEDENCE RELEASED BY OPAFTF..D BY I PHONE I 
~--------~--------~ , 

ACTION PRIORITY __ I 
1~I_N_Fo __________________ ~ ______________________ ~L~E~O:,~J~.~/D~U~·~CKI, C/_S __ .i __ 2._2_8_8 ___ __ 

IN COUNTRY FOLLOWING PHASE IV TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS, HOWEVE~, 

ANY SPACE REDUCTION WHICH CAN BE GAINED BY RECONFIGUFATION 

OF THE FORCE STRUCTURE IN THE 8. 9K, 9. 4K, OR 10. 8K RESIDTJAL 

MAB'S WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN ANTICIPATION OF AN 

AUSTERE FORCE LEVEL CEILING BEING IMPOSED RELATIVE TO POST 

PHASE IV IN-COUNTRY FORCES. 

3. (TS) REF A ADVANCED THE DESIRABILITY, BECAUSE OF PER-

SONNEL CONSTRAINTS AND CEILING, OF INVESTIGATING THE POS-

SIBILITY OF SINGLE SITING BOTH GROUPS OF THE RESIDUAL MAB 

AIR COMPONENT AT DANANG BECAUSE OF THE REDUCED PERSONNEL 

REQUIREMENTS THAT WOULD ENSUE. IT IS CONSIDERED PRUDENT 

AND TIMELY, ESPECIALLY SINCE PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT EXECU-

TION MAY BE COMPRESSED, THAT THIS POSSIBILITY BE EXPLORED 

AND THAT THE COGNIZANT AIR FORCE AUTHORITIES BE CONTACTED 

AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF ACCOMMODATING THE ASSE'l'S OF '1'HE 

RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION COMPONENT AT DANANG. 

4. (TS) ADDITIONALLY, IF YOU CONSIDER THAT SPACE RE­

DUCTION CAN BE ACHIEVED IN OTHER COMPONENTS OF THE 8.9K, 

9.4K, AND lO.8K RESIDUAL MAB'S, INFO~mTION IN THIS RE-

GARD WOULD BE APPRECIATED. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE. WARM 

i REGARDS. 
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IN COUNTRY FOLLOWING PHASE IV TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS. HOWEVER,

ANY SPACE REDUCTION WHICH CAN BE GAINED BY RECONFIGURATION

OF THE FORCE STRUCTURE IN THE 8.9K, 9.4K, OR 10.8 RESIDUAL

MAB'S WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN ANTICIPATION OF AN

AUSTERE FORCE LEVEL CEILING BEING IMPOSED RELATIVE TO POST

PHASE IV IN-COUNTRY FORCES.

3. (TS) REF A ADVANCED THE DESIRABILITY, BECAUSE OF PER-

SONNEL CONSTRAINTS AND CEILING, OF INVESTIGATING THE POS-

SIBILITY OF SINGLE SITING BOTH GROUPS OF THE RESIDUAL MAB

AIR COMPONENT AT DANANG BECAUSE OF THE REDUCED PERSONNEL

REQUIREMENTS THAT WOULD ENSUE. IT IS CONSIDERED PRUDENT

AND TIMELY, ESPECIALLY SINCE PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT EXECU-

TION MAY BE COMPRESSED, THAT THIS POSSIBILITY BE EXPLORED

AND THAT THE COGNIZANT AIR FORCE AUTHORITIES BE CONTACTED

AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF ACCOMMODATING THE ASSETS OF THE

RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION COMPONENT AT DANANG.

4. (TS) ADDITIONALLY, IF YOU CONSIDER THAT SPACE RE-

DUCTION CAN BE ACHIEVED IN OTHER COMPONENTS OF THE 8.9K,

9. 4K, AND 10. 8K RESIDUAL MAB'S, INFORMATION IN THIS RE-

GARD WOULD BE APPRECIATED. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE. WARM

REGARDS.
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WATCHING IT CLOSELY. HE INDICATED THAT 1'1' MIGHT EVEN BE 
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PERHAPS THE PEOPLE WERE ALREADY HERE IN WESTPAC OR ON 

ORDERS TO GO. 

2. ALTHOUGH I HAVE BEEN HERE ONLY TWO WEEKS, I STRONGLY 

RECOMMEND THAT NO BOARD BE CONVENED AT HQS TO SELECT PER~ 
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1. WHEN I LEFT HQS GEN CHAPMAN DISCUSSED WITH ME THE SUBJ

OF THE FINAL BDE IN RVN AND MADE THE OBSERVATION THAT IT

WOULD HAVE TO BE A SHOWCASE OUTFIT SINCE EVERYBODY WOULD BE

WATCHING IT CLOSELY. HE INDICATED THAT IT MIGHT EVEN BE

DESIRABLE TO HAVE A BOARD AT HQS TO SELECT PERSONNEL TO BE

ASSIGNED TO IT. AT THE TIME I OFFERED THE SUGGESTION THAT

PERHAPS THE PEOPLE WERE ALREADY HERE IN WESTPAC OR ON

ORDERS TO GO.

2. ALTHOUGH I HAVE BEEN HERE ONLY TWO WEEKS, I STRONGLY

RECOMMEND THAT NO BOARD BE CONVENED AT HQS TO SELECT PER-

SONNEL FOR THE FINAL BDE. EXCEPT FOR PERSONNEL FILLING

BILLETS ON THE BDE STAFF I RECOMMEND THAT PERSONNEL TRANS- DATE TIME
22 2100

FERS BETWEEN UNITS BE HELD TO THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM. THERE MONTH YEAR
70MAR

HAS ALREADY BEEN QUITE A BIT OF MIXMASTERING IN MAF UNITS PAGE NO. NO. OP
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MENT. IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVERT SUCH A SITUATION DURING PHASE 

IV WE· ARE DESIGNATING SPECIFIC UNITS AT THIS TIJ~: THAT 

WOULD REMAIN AND WILL COMMENCE TO MOVE MINIMUM KEY PER-

SONNEL AT AN ORDERLY PACE INTO THESE. UNITS. GRl>.NTED, WE 

DO NOT l<Nm.-J THE SIZE OF THE FINAL BDE BUT WE ARE IDENTI-

FYING UNITS QN THE BASIS OF THE LARGEST POSSIBLE ONE AS 

THAT \-vOULD REPRESENT THE MAXIMUM PROBLEM. 

3. I REALIZE THAT IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO LET PER-

SONNEL GO HOME WHO HAVE BEEN OUT HERE ELEVEN, TEN, NINE 

OR EVEN EIGHT r-mNTHS, AND TO MAKE MAXHmM USE OF THOSE 

WHO HAVE ONLY BEEN HERE ONE, TWO, THREE OR FOUR MONTHS. 

I RECO~WffiND THIS BE LOOKED AT VERY CAREFULLY AS THERE 

IS BOUND TO BE A TWOFOLD ADVERSE IMPACT ON WESTPAC UNITS. 

FIRST, THERE WOULD BE A MIXMASTERING AT A TIME WHEN TEAM 

WORK, COHESrvENESS, AND COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS ARE OF VITAL 

IMPORTANCE, AND SECONDLY, THERE WOULD BE A PERSONNEL ROTA-

TION PROBLEM DOWNSTREAM, THE EXACT TIME DEPENDING ON HOW~ 
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DURING PREVIOUS WITHDRAWAL PHASES, AND IT HAS HAD SOME

ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE UNITS, PARTICULARLY ON AVIATION.

THIS IMPACT HAS BEEN GREATEST WHEN THE MIXMASTER OCCURRED

OVER A SHORT TIME FRAME AND SIMULTANEOUS WITH REDEPLOY-

MENT. IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVERT SUCH A SITUATION DURING PHASE

IV WE ARE DESIGNATING SPECIFIC UNITS AT THIS TIME THAT

WOULD REMAIN AND WILL COMMENCE TO MOVE MINIMUM KEY PER-

SONNEL AT AN ORDERLY PACE INTO THESE UNITS. GRANTED, WE

DO NOT KNOW THE SIZE OF THE FINAL BDE BUT WE ARE IDENTI-

FYING UNITS ON THE BASIS OF THE LARGEST POSSIBLE ONE AS

THAT WOULD REPRESENT THE MAXIMUM PROBLEM.

3. I REALIZE THAT IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO LET PER-

SONNEL GO HOME WHO HAVE BEEN OUT HERE ELEVEN, TEN, NINE

OR EVEN EIGHT MONTHS, AND TO MAKE MAXIMUM USE OF THOSE

WHO HAVE ONLY BEEN HERE ONE, TWO, THREE OR FOUR MONTHS.

I RECOMMEND THIS BE LOOKED AT VERY CAREFULLY AS THERE

IS BOUND TO BE A TWOFOLD ADVERSE IMPACT ON WESTPAC UNITS.

FIRST, THERE WOULD BE A MIXMASTERING AT A TIME WHEN TEAM

WORK, COHESIVENESS, AND COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS ARE OF VITAL

IMPORTANCE, AND SECONDLY, THERE WOULD BE A PERSONNEL ROTA-

TION PROBLEM DOWNSTREAM, THE EXACT TIME DEPENDING ON HOW
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MANY MONTHS WERE CUT OFF THE OVERSEAS TOURS OF PERSONNBL 

PRESENTLY DEPLOYED HERE IN VN. 

I I 4. I KNmv THAT IT IS ALSO THE COMMANDANT'S DESIRE TO GET 

AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE SOME DUTY IN VN. FOR THIS 

REASON IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO ROTATE PERSONNEL FROlVl 

JAPAN AND OKINAWA INTO RVN AND VICE VERSA. THIS ACTION 

WOULD CRFATE ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS FOR THE REMAINING BDE 

t'lITH THE RESULT OF DECREASED EFFICIENCY AND IT WOULD BE 

PARTICULARLY TRUE IF' IT WAS IMPLEMENTED ON A MIXMASTERED 

BDE. RATHEH THAN RESORTING TO INDIVIDUAL ROTA'rION I 'iJOULD 

RECOMMEND CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO ROTATING UNITS OF 

COMPANY, BATTERY OR SQUADRON SIZE. AS I HAVE INDICATED 

PREVIOUSLY IN A MESSAGE ON THIS SAME SUBJ ASSIGNING ADCON 

OF GROUND AND AIR UNITS OF THE BDE TO THE WESTPAC DIVI-

SION AND WING WOULD FURTHER· FACILITATE THE DESIRED TEAM 

WORK AND COHESIVENESS. 

r- 5. I WOULD NOW LIKE TO COMMENT ONTRE QUESTION OF GENERAL 

OFFICER ASSIGNMENTS: 

A. CONLEY IS DUE TO ARRIVE IN APRIL, SPANJER WILL 

LEAVE. I THINK IT WOULD BE PRUDENT 'ro HAVE CONLEY REMAIN 

IN VN AFTER THE WING FLAG DEPARTS TO INSURE THAT ALL 
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MANY MONTHS WERE CUT OFF THE OVERSEAS TOURS OF PERSONNEL

PRESENTLY DEPLOYED HERE IN VN.

4. I KNOW THAT IT IS ALSO THE COMMANDANT'S DESIRE TO GET

AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE SOME DUTY IN VN. FOR THIS

REASON IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO ROTATE PERSONNEL FROM

JAPAN AND OKINAWA INTO RVN AND VICE VERSA. THIS ACTION

WOULD CRFATE ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS FOR THE REMAINING BDE

WITH THE RESULT OF DECREASED EFFICIENCY AND IT WOULD BE

PARTICULARLY TRUE IF IT WAS IMPLEMENTED ON A MIXMASTERED

BDE. RATHER THAN RESORTING TO INDIVIDUAL ROTATION I WOULD

RECOMMEND CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO ROTATING UNITS OF

COMPANY, BATTERY OR SQUADRON SIZE. AS I HAVE INDICATED

PREVIOUSLY IN A MESSAGE ON THIS SAME SUBJ ASSIGNING ADCON

OF GROUND AND AIR UNITS OF THE BDE TO THE WESTPAC DIVI-

SION AND WING WOULD FURTHER FACILITATE THE DESIRED TEAM

WORK AND COHESIVENESS.

5. I WOULD NOW LIKE TO COMMENT ON THE QUESTION OF GENERAL

OFFICER ASSIGNMENTS:

A. CONLEY IS DUE TO ARRIVE IN APRIL, SPANJER WILL

LEAVE. I THINK IT WOULD BE PRUDENT TO HAVE CONLEY REMAIN

IN VN AFTER THE WING FLAG DEPARTS TO INSURE THAT ALL
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NECESSARY ROLL UP ACTIONS ARE COMPLETED. THP~SH OR HIS I 

RELIEF COULD DEPART AT A TIME, YET TO BE DESIGNA'I'ED I FOR 

JAPAN P.ND ESTABLISH THE WING CP THERE. AT THIS TIME FIRST 

vJING REAR I AS NOW CONSTI'rUTED, WOULD DISAPPEAR ALTHOUGH FHOM 

Iii PRACTICAL POIN,]' OF VIEW A REAR WOULD REMAIN IN VN WITH THE, 
I--

Awe. IF THE VnNG CP MOVES TO JAPAN PRIOR TO JOHNSON: S RTD t 

\ 

JOHNSON COULD REMAIN AS AN AWC, AND ASSIST THE WING C0!1-

MANDER IN JAPAN AND OKINl\~"A. IF THE .WING CP MOVES AFTER 

JOHNSO~'S RTD, THEN EITHER JOHNSON SHOULD BE EXTENDED OR 

A RELIEF WOULD BE REQUIRED. UPON COHPLETION OF THE WING 

REDEPLOYMENT IT MAYBE DESIRABLE ON A PERMANENT BASIS TO 

HAVE TWO AWCS ANYHOW - ONE IN JAPAN AND ONE IN OKINAWA. 

IF NOT I 'rHEN PERHAPS CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO 

POSTING THE ]\J~C IN THE GEOGRAPHIC LOCALE' WHERE THE WING 

COMMANDER IS NOT, 

B. WHEELER OR HIS RELIEF AND DOEHLER SHOULD BOTH 

RETURN TO CONUS WITH THE DIVISION. THEY NEED NOT GO TO-

GETHER, AND THE EXACT TIMING OF EACH CAN BE t..JORKED OUT 

LATER. BUT, AS IN THE CASE OF TBE WING, I BELIEVE THAT 

DOEHLER SHOULD BE THE LAST TO GO. I BELIEVE THAT DOEHLER 

SHOULD REMAIN IN COUNT~Y LONGER AND INSURE THAT THE 

~" , 

~ 

i 
t7.~~~~------_,~~~-------r.~~~~~T7.~~~~~~~------------~~~1 

COIITROlNO TOR/TOO PI\C£ 1'10.01' MESSACEIDENTll"lCAflOM INITIAL:>"I 

~ ___ " __ ._:-.:--"",,-__ . ___ ...-&..N_40_" _L..P_~_G':'_S_+:-:.~~~~-:--: ____ ~ __ • _~_--J.\"".~~ (Ii 

I"£GRADING INSTRUCTIONS Sf<CURITY ClASSIFICATlOl<l 1 
TOP SECRET ( 

--.~~~~~--~~~~----~~~~=-~==========,.-~ 
!i1 n" ~~~ltil •• 17 3 ~ 1 ftli:"'t.. .. CItIIl,D''TION OF , "AV 6S WHICH ""~t.. "" uo .. o. C?~~';\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

ABEREVIATED JOINT MESSAGEFORM
TOP SECRITand/or CONTINUATION SHEET

RELEASED BY DRAFTED SYPRECEDENCE
ACTION PRIORITY

K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CC 2236INFO

NECESSARY ROLL UP ACTIONS ARE COMPLETED. THRASH OR HIS

RELIEF COULD DEPART AT A TIME, YET TO BE DESIGNATED, FOR

JAPAN AND ESTABLISH THE WING CP THERE. AT THIS TIME FIRST

WING REAR, AS NOW CONSTITUTED, WOULD DISAPPEAR ALTHOUGH FROM

A PRACTICAL POINT OF VIEW A REAR WOULD REMAIN IN VN WITH THE

AWC. IF THE WING CP MOVES TO JAPAN PRIOR TO JOHNSON S RTD,

JOHNSON COULD REMAIN AS AN AWC, AND ASSIST THE WING COM-

MANDER IN JAPAN AND OKINAWA. IF THE WING CP MOVES AFTER

JOHNSON'S RTD, THEN EITHER JOHNSON SHOULD BE EXTENDED OR

A RELIEF WOULD BE REQUIRED. UPON COMPLETION OF THE WING

REDEPLOYMENT IT MAYBE DESIRABLE ON A PERMANENT BASIS TO

HAVE TWO AWCS ANYHOW - ONE IN JAPAN AND ONE IN OKINAWA.

IF NOT, THEN PERHAPS CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO

POSTING THE AWC IN THE GEOGRAPHIC LOCALE WHERE THE WING

COMMANDER IS NOT.

B. WHEELER OR HIS RELIEF AND DOEHLER SHOULD BOTH

RETURN TO CONUS WITH THE DIVISION. THEY NEED NOT GO TO-

GETHER, AND THE EXACT TIMING OF EACH CAN BE WORKED OUT

LATER. BUT, AS IN THE CASE OF THE WING, I BELIEVE THAT

DOEHLER SHOULD BE THE LAST TO GO. I BELIEVE THAT DOEHLER

SHOULD REMAIN IN COUNTRY LONGER AND INSURE THAT THE
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DIVISION ROJ.JL UP ACTIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. i 
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PADALINO SHOULD REMA~ FORBIS FULL TOUR AND TAKE 

CHARGE OF THE FLC ROLL UP UNIT. HOPEFULLY HIS RTD \"lILL 

COINCIDE WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE ROLL UP. 

D. DULACKI IS DUE TO ROTATE IN JUNE. IF A RELIEF 

COULD COME SOONER AS BDE COMMANDER DESIGNEE, HE COULD BEGIN 

ORGANIZING HIS STAFF AND MAKE PREPARATIONS TO TAKE OVER IN 

A SMOOTH AND EFFICIENT MANNER WITH NO LOSS OF TEMPO OR LET-

Dm-m IN COMBA'l' READINESS. I WOULD RECOMMEND THAT DULACKI 'S 

RELIEF BE SENIOR TO PADALINO SO THAT WHETHER THE LOGISTIC 

ROLL UP FORCE IS PART OF THE BDE OR NOT THE BDE COMMANDER 

WOULD BE THE SENIOR MARINE IN I CORPS. IF THIS COURSE WERE 

ADOPTED TOM MILLER WOUIIO MOVE UP TO BE MY CHIEF OF STJ..FF 

UPON DETACHMENT OF OULACKI. 

E. IF A RELIEF IS NOT TO BE SENT OUT FOR DULACKI THEN 

WE COULD ASSIGN TOM MILLER AS PROSPECTIVE BDE COMMANDER, AND 

LET HIM START ORGANIZING THE STAFF, ETC. HIS G-3 SLOT WOULD 

BE TAKEN BY HIS DEPUTY, COLONEL WILKERSON. MILLER, OF COURSE, 

IS JUNIOR TO PADALINO SO IF THIS COURSE WERE FOLLOWED, I 

RECOMMEND TEA'l' THE EDE AND THE FLC ROLL UP FORCES BE CON-

SIDERED AS TWO SEPARATE ENTITIES WITH MILLER AS THE TACT.:fAL 

COMMANDER REPORTING TO XXIV CORPS. WARM REGARDS. ~ 
BT GP-4 
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DIVISION ROLL UP ACTIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED.
SALTHOUSH REF.

FORCEROLL.UOF P
PADALINO SHOULD REMAIN FOR HIS FULL TOUR AND TAKE

CHARGE OF THE FLC ROLL UP UNIT. HOPEFULLY HIS RTD WILL

COINCIDE WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE ROLL UP.

D. DULACKI IS DUE TO ROTATE IN JUNE. IF A RELIEF

COULD COME SOONER AS BDE COMMANDER DESIGNEE, HE COULD BEGIN

ORGANIZING HIS STAFF AND MAKE PREPARATIONS TO TAKE OVER IN

A SMOOTH AND EFFICIENT MANNER WITH NO LOSS OF TEMPO OR LET-

DOWN IN COMBAT READINESS. I WOULD RECOMMEND THAT DULACKI'S

RELIEF BE SENIOR TO PADALINO SO THAT WHETHER THE LOGISTIC

ROLL UP FORCE IS PART OF THE BDE OR NOT THE BDE COMMANDER

WOULD BE THE SENIOR MARINE IN I CORPS. IF THIS COURSE WERE

ADOPTED TOM MILLER WOULD MOVE UP TO BE MY CHIEF OF STAFF

UPON DETACHMENT OF DULACKI.

E. IF A RELIEF IS NOT TO BE SENT OUT FOR DULACKI THEN

WE COULD ASSIGN TOM MILLER AS PROSPECTIVE BDE COMMANDER, AND

LET HIM START ORGANIZING THE STAFF, ETC. HIS G-3 SLOT WOULD

BE TAKEN BY HIS DEPUTY, COLONEL WILKERSON. MILLER, OF COURSE,

IS JUNIOR TO PADALINO SO IF THIS COURSE WERE FOLLOWED, I

RECOMMEND THAT THE BDE AND THE FLC ROLL UP FORCES BE CON-

SIDERED AS TWO SEPARATE ENTITIES WITH MILLER AS THE TACTICAL

COMMANDER REPORTING TO XXIV CORPS. WARM REGARDS.
BT GP-4
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P 2308422 MAR 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUMLMHA/CG FIRST MAW
BT
TOP SECR E T/EXCLLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR MGEN THRASH FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING (U)
Do FOLLOWING PROVIDED FOR YOU INFO:
QUOTE
2121322 MAR 70
FM ADMIN FMFPAC
TO CG III MAF

OPSECRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR LIGEN MCCUTCHEON FROM
MGEN ADAMS. MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY. DELIVER DURING WORKING
HOURS. P/N 0000011
FORCE PLANNING (U)
Ao CG III MAF 1901302 MAR 70 (TS/MCEO)
1. (TS) REF A ADDRESSED DUAL SITING, COLLOCATION, AND
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION
COMPONENT
PAGE TWO RUMLMPA4352 T 0 8 SECR E T/EXCLUSIVE/MCEO
20 (IS) AT THE PRESENT TIME, THERE IS NO DEFINITE INFOR-
MATION ON THE MARINE CORPS FORCE LEVEL WHICH WILL REMAIN
XN COUNTRY FOLLOWING PHASE IV TROOP REDEPLOYMENTS. HOWEVER,
ANY SPACE REDUCTION WHICH CAN BE GAINED BY RECONFIGURATION
OF THE FORCE STRUCTURE IN THE 8.9Kg 9.4K, OR 10.8K RESIDUAL
MAB % WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN ANTICIPATION OF AN
AUSTERE FORCE LEVEL CEILING BEING IMPOSED RELATIVE TO POST
PHASE IV IN-COUNTRY FORCES.
30 (IS) REF A ADVANCED THE DESIRABILITY, BECAUSE OF PER-
SONNEL CONSTRAINTS AND CEILING, OF INVESTIGATING THE POS-
SIBILITY OF SINGLE SITING BOTH GROUPS OF THE RESIDUAL MAB
AIR COMPONENT AT DANANG BECAUSE OF THE REDUCED PERSONNEL
REQUIREMENTS THAT WOULD ENSUE. IT IS CONSIDERED PRUDENT
AND TIMELY, ESPECIALLY SINCE PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT EXECU-
TION MAY BE COMPRESSED, THAT THIS POSSIBILITY BE EXPLORED
AND THAT THE COGNIZANT AIR FORCE AUTHORITIES BE CONTACTED
AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF ACCOMODATING THE ASSETS OF THE
RESIDUAL MAB AVIATION COMPONENT AT DANANG.
40 SIST ADDITIONALLY, IF YOU CONSIDER THAT SPACE RE-
DUCTION CAN BE ACHIEVED IN OTHER COMPONENTS OF THE 8.9H D
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PAGE THREE RUMLMPA4352 I 0 a SECRET /EXCLUSIVE/MCEC
9.4k, AND 10.8K RESIDUAL MAB °S INFORMATION IN THIS RE-
CARD WOULD BE APPRECIATED. WARM REGARDS. UNQUOTE. WARM
REGARDS.
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"MCEO"
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
TOP SECRE T/SPECAT/EXO USIVE FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN
MCCUTCHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING (U)
10 FOLLOWING IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR INFO:
QUOTE
2209302 MAR 70
FM CG DOLVIN C OF S MACV SAIGON
TO GEN BROWN CMDR 7AF TAN SON NHUT
LTG MILDREN DGC USARV LONG BINH
VADM ZUMWALT COMNAVFORV SAIGON
LIG CORCORAN CG I FFV NHA TRANG
LTG EWELL CG II FFV LONG BINH
LTG ZAIS CG XXIV CORPS DA NANG
INFO LTG MCCUTCHEION CG III MAF DA NANG
MG MCC OWN CG DMAC CAN THO
TOP SECRET SENSITIVE EYES ONLY MAC 2791 EYES ONLY

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA4351 SECRE I/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE
SUBJECT: FORCE PLANNING 800
REFERENCE: MAC 8517/0110522 FEB 1970 (IS/S)
Do (IS) REFERENCE REQUESTED VIEWS AND COMMENTS ON AN OUT
LINE STRATEGY FOR 1970 AND CONSIDERATIONS AFFECTING US
REDEPLOYMENTS AFTER 15 APRIL
20 (TS) AS A RESULT OF RESPONSES TO REFERENCE AND OTHER
COMMAND AND STAFF EXHANGES DURING RECENT WEEKS, THE MACV
STAFF NOW LISTS THE FOLLOWING SPACE REDUCTIONS AS THOSE
WHICH COMMANDERS CONCERNED WOULD CONSIDER FEASIBLE FOR A
50,000 SPACES PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT:

THOUSAND SPACESCOMPONENT
29.4USMC RII MAF)
8.0USH

USA (BDE, III CIZI 5.7
USA (CMBT SVC SPT) 06

104USAF
45.0TOTAL

30 (T S ) ALTHOUGH COMUSMACV HAS TAKEN THE POSITION THAT
FURTHER US REDEPLOYMENTS SHOULD BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING
DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE NEXT 90 DAYS, THE MACV STAFF IS CONTINUING
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PAGE THREE RUMLMPA4351 TOP SECRE E/SPECAT. EXCLUSIVE
TO EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES SHOULD A PHASE 4 REDEPLOYMENT BE DIR-
ECTED EARLIER. IN THAT REGARD, SUFFICIENT ALTERNATIVES FOR
GENERATION OF ADDITIONAL SPACES RABOUT 5,000) FOR A POSSIBLE
50,000 SPACE PACKAGE HAVE NOT BEEN IDENTIFIED.
Do (TS) ACCORDINGLY, FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY, THE FOL-
LOWING REQUESTS ARE MADE USING THE FIGURES CITED IN PARA-
GRAPH 2 ABOVE AS A BASE:

Ao CMDR 7AF: DCG USARV SUSA CMBT SVC SPT FORCES): AND
COMNAVFORV: EACH IDENTIFY SOURCE OF 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES.

B. CG I FFV: IDENTIFY 750 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM FORCES
OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL.

C. CG II FFV8 IDENTIFY 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES FROM
FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL.

D. CG XXIV CORPS: IDENTIFY 1,000 ADDITIONAL SPACES
FROM FORCES OVER WHICH YOU HAVE OPERATIONAL CONTROL. SPECI-
FICALLY REQUEST CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE REDUCTION IN THE
10,800 SPACES FOR THE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE PROPOSED BY CG
III MAF IN RESPONSE TO REF. ALSO, REQUEST COMMENT ON THE
POSSIBILITY CAS A SEPARATE ALTERNATIVE) OF REDEPLOYING THE

Ip 200 USMC SPACE PROPOSED BY CG III MAF FOR A LOGISTIC

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA4351 TOP SECRE T/SPECAI/EXCLUSIVE
ROLL UP FORCE AND RETAINING THE PERSONNEL INVOLVED AS A
TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGHT.

Eo ALL 8 PROVIDE A STATEMENT OF IMPACT INCLUDING A
RELATIVE REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITY FOR THE UNITS INVOLVED.
So (TS) IT IS EMPHASIZED THAT THIS REQUEST IS FOR STAFF
PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY. UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS.
God
BT
4351

EXCLUSIVE
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II/cORRECTED copv/II 
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. EXCLUSIVE II 
TOP SEC R E ! ISPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MARXNE CORPS EYES ONLY 
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LrGEN~1C·CUTCHEON (DELIVER DURHIG WORUNG HOURS) 
FORCE; PLANNING (U) . 
Ao CG FLC LIR .3/CCB/GLS SERo 01210210 OF 22 JAN 70 (IS) 
10 \mEN 1 LEFT HQS GEN CHAPMAN DISCUSS'ED 1;1lTH ME THE S·UBJ 
OF' TM E fl NAt BOE. IN RV NAND MADE .1HEOBSERVAT IO N THAT IT 
WOULD HAVE TO BE A SHOWCASE OUTfIt SINCE EVERYBODY WOULD BE 
WATCHING ITClOSELYo HE INDlcATED THAT IT MIGHT EVEN BE 
DESIRABLE TO HAVE A BOARD A!HQS TO SELECT PERSO~)NEL TO Sf!: 
ASSIGNED TO Ito AT THE TIME I OFFERED tHE SUGGESTION IliA'r 
PERHAPS THE PEOPLE WERE ALREADY HERE IN WESTPAC OR ON OROEHS 10 GO(l 
2., ALTHOUGH 1 HAVE BEEN HERE ONLY TWO \~EEKS, I STRONGLY'" 
RECOMMI!:ND THAT NO BOARD BE CfrNVENED AT HQS TO SELECT PER"" 
SON NEL rOR tHE FINAL. SD E (I EXCE PI FOR PERSO NNEL f lLL ING . 
BILLEts ON THE BDE STAFf 1 RECOMMEND THAT PERSONNEL TRANS'" 
FERS. BETWEEN UNITS BE HELD TO THE ABSOL UIE ·MINU1UMo THERE 

PAGE 'fWO RUMLMPA~36ft r 0 P SEC R E 1/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MCEO 
HAS ALREADY BEEN QUHEA BlI OF M!XMASTERING IN MAr urons 
DURl I\lG PREV 10US WiTHDRAWAL PHASE·S~A·NP 1'f HAS HAD SOME 
ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE UNItS\) PARTICUbARLY ON AVHrrlDN .. 
THIS IMPACT HAS BEEN GREAtEST WHEN THE MIXMA,S1'ER OCCURRED 
OVER A SHORT tIME FRAME AND S IMUL fA NEGUS W tIM REDEPLOY'" 
MENTo III! AN. ATTEMPT TO AVER! SUCH A sn:U~1'JiON DURH~G PHASE 
IV WE ARE DESIGNAtING SPEClflCUNltS AX '[HIS lIME tHAT 
WOULD REMAIN AND WILL COMMENC£ TO 'MOVE Mli1!!MUM !l(~'j( PERc 
SONNEl Al AN ORDERLY PACE INto THESE mu'lfSo GRANtED" WE 
DO NOT KNOW THE SIZE 01" THE f.lNAL. BDE aur l!lE ARE IDENTI"" 
FYING UN1!S ON THE, BASIS OF IH[. LARGESl POSSIBLE ONE AS 
THAt WOULD REPRESENT THE MAX.IMUMPROBLEMI) 
3 .. I REALI ZE THAt n WILL APPE AR DI::S'lR~B!'E TO LEt PER"" 
SONNtL GO HOMEW~OHAVE.BgEN'.OUT HE~E ELEUEN b TE~9 NINE 
OR EVEN E lGM! MONl'HS 9 A ND TO ·MAKE· jVjAiUn'HIM USE OF THOSE 
W HO HAVE ONLY BEEN HERE ONE!). TlfO o ·r HREE OR FOUR MONTHS .. 
X RECOMMEND tM IS BE LOOKED AT'. VERY 'C~REFULUf AS tHERE 
ltS BOUND TOSE A tWOFOLD ADVERSE. IMPAct'ON WES!l?ActiNns~ 
FIRSTotHERE ltJOUlD BE A MXXMASl'ERING AI ~ r IME t~HEN tEAM 
WORKf) COHESIVENESS" AND COMBAt. EfI"EC!XVENESS ARE OF V!tAL 

PG ~-3 
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TOP SECRET

MCEO
///CORRECTED COPY// I

TOD: 24/06/02 MAR 70
PAC#156
P 230942Z MAR 70

"EXCLUSIVE"

FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
BT
I 0 P SECRET /SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE /MARIN CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN MCCUT-CHEON (DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
FORCE PLANNING (U)
A. CG FLC LIR 3/CCB/GLS SER. 000270 OF 22 JAN 70 (IS)
1. WHEN I LEFT HQS GEN CHAPMAN DISCUSSED WITH ME THE SUBJ
OF THE FINAL BDE IN RUN AND MADE THE OBSERVATION THAT IT

WOULD HAVE TO BE A SHOWCASE OUTFIT SINCE EVERYBODY WOULD BE
WATCHING IT CLOSELY. HE INDICATED THAT IT MIGHT EVEN BE
DESIRABLE TO HAVE A BOARD AT HQS TO SELECT PERSONNEL TO BE
ASSIGNED TO IT. AT THE TIME I OFFERED THE SUGGESTION THAT
PERHAPS THE PEOPLE WERE ALREADY HERE IN WESTPAC OR ON ORDERS TO GO.
2 . ALTHOUGH I HAVE BEEN HERE ONLY TWO WEEKS, I STRONGLY
RECOMMEND THAT NO BOARD BE CONVENED AT HQS TO SELECT PER
SONNEL FOR THE FINAL BDE. EXCEPT FOR PERSONNEL FILLING
BILLETS ON THE BDE STAFF 1 RECOMMEND THAT PERSONNEL TRANS .

FERS BETWEEN UNITS BE HELD TO THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM. THERE

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA4361 I 0 P :CREI/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MCE0
HAS ALREADY BEEN QUITE A BIT OF MIXMASTERING IN MAF UNITS
DURING PREVIOUS WITHDRAWAL PHASES, AND IT HAS HAD SOME
ADVERSE IMPACT ON THE UNITS, PARTICULARLY ON AVIATION.
THIS IMPACT HAS BEEN GREATEST WHEN THE MIXMASTER OCCURRED
OVER A SHORT TIME FRAME AND SIMULTANEOUS WITH REDEPLOY-
MENT. IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVERT SUCH A SITUATION DURING PHASE
IV WE ARE DESIGNATING SPECIFIC UNITS AS THIS TIME THAT
WOULD REMAIN AND WILL COMMENCE TO MOVE MINIMUM KEY PER-
SONNEL AT AN ORDERLY PACE INTO THESE UNITS. GRANTED, WE
DO NOT KNOW THE SIZE OF THE FINAL BDE BUT WE ARE IDENTI-
FYING UNITS ON THE BASIS OF THE LARGEST POSSIBLE ONE AS
THAT WOULD REPRESENT THE MAXIMUM PROBLEM.
3. I REALIZE THAT IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO LET PER-
SONNEL GO HOME WHO HAVE BEEN OUT HERE ELEVEN, TEN, NINE
OR EVEN EIGHT MONTHS, AND TO MAKE. MAXIMUM USE OF THOSE
W HO HAVE ONLY BEEN HERE ONE, TWO, THREE OR FOUR MONTHS.
I RECOMMEND THIS BE LOOKED AT VERY 'CAREFULLY AS THERE
IS BOU ND TO BE A TWOFOLD ADVERSE IMPACT ON WESTPAC UNITS.
FIRST, THERE WOULD BE A MIXMASTERING AI A TIME WHEN TEAM
WORK, COHESIVENESS, AND COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS ARE OF VITAL

PG 9-3
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PAGE tHREE RUMLMPA~~6! TOP SEC R ! T/SPECAT/EXCl.,USIVE/MCEO 

/ 
XI'IIPOR1ANCEo ANP SECONDLY 9 THERE ~JOULD BE Pi PERSONNEL ROtA"" 
110l\! PROBlEM DOWNSTREAM p THE EXACT tIME DEPENDING ON HOW 

/ 

MANY MONTHS l~ERE cut OFF' THE OVERSEAs TOURS OF PERSONNEL 
PRESENTLY DEPLOYED HERE IN V No .. 
4101 KNOW THAt IT IS ALSO THE. COMMANDAi\rr·GS DESIRE TO GEl' 

/ 
AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE SOME DUTY. !N: .'V No FOR THIS 

/ 

REASON It WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO ROtATE PERSONNEL FROM 
JAPAN AND OK!1\lAt~A XN'fO RVN AND V.1CE ·VERSA" tHIS ACTION 

/ 
IsJOUlD CREATE ADDI1'IONAL PROBLEMS FOR tHE REMAINING BDE 
WITH tHE: RESlILTOF DECREASED Efs'F'IClil:NCY AND II . WOULD BE 

/ PARTICULARl.Y tRUE IF IX' WAS l~PLEMEl\in:b.oN A.MIXMASTERED 

;: 
lBDEo RAtHER IHAN RESORX'ING TO um !VIDUAL ROrA!IO~~ I \tJOUl.,.D 

, / RECOMMEND CO~~SlDERAYIOI\l BE G1VEN to .ROtATING UNITS OF 
/ . COMP/HllY 9 BATTERY OR SQUADRO N SIZE 0 AS· IBM/E ltNDI C~tED. 

/ 
PREVIOUSLY IN A MESSAGE ON THIS SAME SUBJ ASSIGMING ADCON 
OF GROUND AND AIR UNITS Or THE SDE YO THE WESIPAC DIVl~ 

/ SION AND W.ING WOiJl.D FURTHER {,IICIL HATE IHE DESIRED TEAM 
~ / WORK AND COHESIVENESSo 

/
/ . 50 I WOULD NO~J !.; EKE to COMMENl ON THE GlUES! EON OF GENERAl.. 

; 
/ ; 
; 
/ 
/ 
~. 
/ 
/ 

/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
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PAGE FOU.R RUMI...MPA436 R TOP S E CR.·g: l' ISPE CAT IEXC1..USIVE/MCEO 
Ao CONLEY IS PUE TO ARRIVE iN'APRItri SPANJER \'JILL 

lEMI.Eo· r .tH INK !t WOULD BE PRuDENt fO .. MAVE CONLEY REMAIN· 
lLNVN .AFt.ER tHE WING Fl,AG DEPARTS TO !~SURE· THAT AL.l. 
NECESSARY.ROLL UP ActIONS ARE COMPLt·TEDo·THRASH OR HIS 
RElU:F COULD DEPART AT A r IMEoYEf .1\0. ~E DESIGNAtED, FOR 
JAPAN AND EStA8!L.l£lH tHE WING C? rHE~~o AT .1HIS T!ME FIRST 
WUG REAR\). AS· NOW CONSTX1'utED o WOU1,O.DXSAPPEAIl ALTHOUtHI !fROM 
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JOHNSON °SR!DD !HEOO £nH~R J~HlIiS()J{I] .SM~·UlD Bt EX!EMDED OR 
ill .RELIEf WOULD BE RKGlU1r.REDo. UPON. C()~~PI",~'!.XON ©, THE ~11l\lG 
Rre:DEPlOYIt1lENl' Xl flfiAYBE OESlmblBt.!.t OM tflJ· r>~R~ANENt BASIS to 
MAVIS: 1'1:10. A~CS tH!~H~.~~ ~ ONE XlI) JAP~ III A~1O g~ 1M OIUNAW.Ao 
n' .ro~'X'o 1HEIIl.PERWA?S COi\lSXDERA110I'J ~HOlm.l!) BE .GX\vENTO 
POO1fX NG lWE AI:!C RM 1rHE ~EOGRAPIHC.lL(QJC~l\"E tJElU; !i£ W u\jGi 
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)80 t'MEELER OR IHS R~1!..!~f Ai\ID l:ioil%m,I1R ·~»1l()tA,D BotH 
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IMPORTANCE, AND SECONDLY, THERE WOULD BE A PERSONNEL ROTA-
TION PROBLEM DOWNSTREAM, THE EXACT TIME DEPENDING ON HOW
MANY MONTH S WERE CUT OFF THE OVERSEAS TOURS OF PERSONNEL
PRESENTLY DEPLOYED HERE IN VN.
40 I KNOW THAT IT IS ALSO THE COMMANDA NT."S DESIRE TO GET
AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE SOME DUTY I.VN. FOR THIS
REASON IT WILL APPEAR DESIRABLE TO ROTATE PERSONNEL FROM
JAPAN AND OKINAWA INTO RVN AND VICE VERSA. THIS ACTION
WOULD CREATE ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS FOR THE REMAINING BDE
WITH THE RESULT OF DECREASED EFFICIENCY AND II WOULD BE
PARTICULARLY TRUE IF II WAS IMPLEMENTED ON A MIXMASTERED
BDE RATHER THAN RESORTING TO INDIVIDUAL ROTATION I WOULD
RECOMMEND CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO ROTATING UNITS OF
COMPANY, BATTERY OR SQUADRON SIZE. AS I HAVE INDICATED
PREVIOUSLY IN A MESSAGE ON THIS SAME SUBJ ASSIGNING ADCON
OF GROUND AND AIR UNITS OF THE BDE TO THE WESTPAC DIVI-
SION AND WING WOULD FURTHER FACILITATE THE DESIRED TEAM
WORK AND COMESIVENESS.
50 I WOULD NOW LIKE TO COMMENT ON THE QUESTION OF GENERAL
OFFICER ASSIGNMENTS:

PAGE FOUR RUMLMPA4361 I 0 P SECRET/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MCE0
Ao CONLEY IS DUE TO ARRIVE IN APRIL, SPANJER WILL

LEAVE I THINK IT WOULD BE PR UDENT TO HAVE CONLEY REMAIN
IN VN AFTER THE WING FLAG DEPARTS TO INSURE THAT ALL
NECESSARY ROLL UP ACTIONS ARE COMPLETED THRASH OR HIS
RELIEF COULD DEPART AT A TIME, YEY TO. BE DESIGNATED, FOR
JAPAN AND ESTABLISH THE WING CP THERE. AT THIS TIME FIRST
WING REAR, AS NOW CONSTITUTED, WOULD DISAPPEAR ALTHOUGH FROM
A PRACTICAL POINT OF VIEW A REAR WOULD REMAIN IN VN WITH THE
AW C . IF THE WING CP MOVES TO JAPAN PRIOR TO JOHNSON'S RID,
JOHNSON COULD REMAIN AS A AWC, AND ASSIST THE WING COM-
MANDER IN JAPAN AND OKINAWA. IF THE WING CP MOVES AFTER

OROHNSON'S RID, THEN EITHER JOHNSON SHOULD BE EXTENDED
A RELIEF WOULD BE REQUIRED. UPON COMPLETION OF THE WING
REDEPLOYMENT II MAYBE DESIRABLE ON A PERMANENT BASIS TO
HAVE TWO AWCS ANYHOW 0 ONE IN JAPAN AND ON IN OKINAWA.
IF NOT D THEN PERHAPS CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO
POSTING THE AWC IN THE GEOGRAPHIC LOCALE WERE THE WING
COMMANDER IS NOT.

80 WHEELER OR HIS RELIEF AND DOEKLER SHOULD BOTH
RETURN TO CONUS WITH THE DIVISION. THEY NEED NOT GO TO-
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' GEtHERI? AND THE EXACT TIMING-OF EACH CAN BE \~ORKED OUT ~ 
LAIERoBUT I) AS IN THE CASE OF THE \Ii!~Go·.1 BELIEVE .THAT , ' 

/ 
DOEHLER SHOULD BE IHE 1.A5T 10 Gaol. BElIEVE THAT DOEHLER ~ " 

/ 
SHOULD REMAIN IN COUNtRY LONGER AND .INSURE THAt THE , ' 
DIVISION ROLL UP ACTIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED" . ," 

/ 
Co PADALI NO SHOULD REMA IN FOR HIS . .FULl TOUR AND TAKE , " 

/ 

CHARGE Of THE FLC ROLL UP UNIT 0 HOPEFULLY H!S RTD WILL \:~ 
COINCIDE WItH THE COMPLETIOM· OF THE ROLL UFo 
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~ III E COULD ASSIGN 10M MILLER AS ·PROSPECTIVE BDE COMMANDER, AND "'-
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GETHER, AND THE EXACT TIMING OF EACH CAN BE WORKED OUT
LATER. BUT, AS IN THE CASE OF THE WING, I BELIEVE THAT
DOEKLER SHOULD BE THE LAST TO GO. I BELIEVE THAT DOEHLER
SHOULD REMAIN IN COUNTRY LONGER AND INSURE THAT THE
DIVISION ROLL UP ACTIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED.

C. PADALINO SHOULD REMAIN FOR HIS FULL TOUR AND TAKE
CHARGE OF THE FLC ROLL UP UNIT. HOPEFULLY HIS RTD WILL
COINCIDE WITH THE COMPLETION OF THE ROLL UP.

D. DULACKI IS DUE TO ROTATE IN JUNE. IF A RELIEF
COULD COME SOONER AS BDE COMMANDER DESIGNEE, HE COULD BEGIN
ORGANIZING HIS STAFF AND MAKE PREPARATIONS TO TAKE OVER IN
A SMOOTH AND EFFICIENT MANNER WITH NO LOSS OF TEMPO OR LET-
DOWN IN COMBAT READINESS. I WOULD RE COMMEND THAT DULACKI'S
RELIEF BE SENIOR TO PADALINO S0 THAT WHETHER THE LOGISTIC
ROLL UP FORCE IS PART OF THE BDE OR NOT THE BDE COMMANDER
WOULD BE THE SENIOR MARINE IN I CORPS. IF THIS COURSE WERE

ADOPTED TOM MILLER WOULD MOVE UP TO BE MY CHIEF OF STAFF
UPON DETACHMENT OF DULACKI.

E. IF A RELIEF IS NOT TO BE SENT OUT FOR DULACKI THEN
W E COULD ASSIGN TOM MILLER AS PROSPECTIVE BDE COMMANDER , AND

PAGE SIX RUMLMPA4361 I 0 P SECR ET/SPECAI/EXCLUSIVE/MCE0
LET HIM START ORGANIZING THE STAFF, ETC. HIS G-3 SLOT WOULD
BE TAKEN BY HIS DEPUTY, COLONEL WILKERSON. MILLER, OF COURSE,
IS JUNIOR TO PADALINO SO IF THIS COURSE WERE FOLLOWED, I

RECOMMEND THAT THE BDE AND THE FLC ROLL UP FORCES BE CON-
SIDERED AS TWO SEPARATE ENTITIES WITH MILLER AS THE TACTICAL
COMMANDER REPORTING TO KXIV CORPS. WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
BT
4361

COMM NOTE: MESSAGE CORRECTED THROUGHOUT BYBT
COMMUNICATION CENTER.4490
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(DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
AIRCRAFT CRASH INVOLVING CG, AMERICAL DIVISION
1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A PRELIMINARY REPORT PROVIDED
ME BY THRASH REGARDING THE SUBJECT ACCIDENT.
QUOTE
10 THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION OF THE SUBJECT CRASH
HAS BEEN COMPLETED. THE REPORT IS CURRENTLY BEING WRITTEN.
IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE FINAL REPORT WILL BE COMPLETED
WITHIN TWO WEEKS.
2. A COMPLETE BRIEFING BY COLONEL DUNWIDDIE, SENIOR MEMBER
OF THE BOARD, HAS ASSURED ME OF THE FOLLOWING FACTS:

A. THAT THE PADAR AND IFF EQUIPMENT UTILIZED TO CON-
TROL MA JGEN RAMSEY'S AIRCRAFT WERE IN GOOD WORKING ORDER
AND HAD BEEN PROPERLY CERTIFIED BY THE USAF ON 11 MARCH

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA4804 I A SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MCE
1970.

B. THAT BOTH CONTROLLERS WERE WELL EXPERIENCED AND
LICENSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH FAA REGULATIONS AND OPNAV
REQUIREMENTS.

C. THAT THE PROCEDURES UT ILIZED BY CHU LAI APPROACH
CONTROL WERE SOUND AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING REGU-
LATIONS.

D. THAT THE CRASH WAS NOT THE RESULT OF NEGLIGENCE
BY ANY MEMBER OF THE NAVAL SERVICE.
3. THE FINAL WRITTEN REPORT WILL BE COMPLETED UPON RECEIPT
of CERTAIN REQUIRED INFORMATION FROM THE ARMY ACCIDENT
INVESTIGATIVE TEAM.
40 ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED BY FMAW INVESTIGATIVE BOARD
HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO THE ARMY INVESTIGATIIVE TEAM.
5. THE FINAL WRITTEN REPORT WILL BE FORWARDED TO CG III
MAF AND A COPY SENT TO CG AMERICAL DIVISION.
UNQUOTE
WARM REGARDS.
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1. REF A REQUESTS THAT CG XXIV CORPS IDENTIFY 1000 ADDITIONAL 

SPACES FROM FORCES UNDER HIS OPCON FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT. 

STATEMENT OF IMPACT AND RELATIVE REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITY ARE 

'DESIRED WITH SPECIFIC COMMENT ON POSSIBILITY O'F REDUCING 

10.8K MAE AND/OR REDEPLOYING 1200 LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCES 

SPACES PROPOSED BY REF B, BUT RETAINING PERSONNEL IN-COUNTRY 

AB TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH." 

2. INTEND RESPOND. TO ABOVE REQUEST AS FOLLOWS: 
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1. REF A REQUESTS THAT CG XXIV CORPS IDENTIFY 1000 ADDITIONAL

SPACES FROM FORCES UNDER HIS OPCON FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT.

STATEMENT OF IMPACT AND RELATIVE REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITY ARE

DESIRED WITH SPECIFIC COMMENT ON POSSIBILITY OF REDUCING

10. 8K MAB AND/OR REDEPLOYING 1200 LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCES

SPACES PROPOSED BY REF B, BUT RETAINING PERSONNEL IN-COUNTRY

AS TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH.

2. INTEND RESPOND TO ABOVE REQUEST AS FOLLOWS:

A. THE 10. 8K MAB PROPOSED BY REF B IS THE SMALLEST FORCE
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- CONSIDERED VIABLE IN THE ANTICIPATED POST PHASE IV ENVIRONMENT i' 

IN ICTZ AND RETAINING THE ADVANTAGES AND CAPABILITIES ENUMER-

, ATED IN PARAGRAPH 5 OF REF B. 

B. AS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED IN PARA 6 OF REF B, THE LOGISTIC: 

ROLL UP FORCE IS A TEMPORARY ADD ON TO POST PHASE IV MARINE 

CORPS FORCES IN RVN AND IS REQUIRED TO INSURE ORDERLY RETRO-

; GRADE OF MARINE CORPS SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WHICH WILL REMAIN 

AFTER PHASE IV, IS COMPLETED. DEPENDING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF 

SHIPPING AND THE DATES OF COMMENCEMENT AND COMPLETION OF PHASE 
~ 

IV, IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCE WILL HAVE 

COMPLETED ITS TASKS IN 90-120 DAYS AFTER DEPARTURE OF THE LAST 

, MARINE CORPS PFfASE IV UNIT. ACCORDINGLY, AS OPTION I, THIS 

HEADQUARTERS INTERPOSES NO OBJECTION TO REDEPLOYMENT OF 12QO 

SPACES DURING~HASE IV AS PROPOSED IN REF A PROVIDED THE PER-
I 

SONNEL ARE RETAINED IN COUNTRY FOR UP TO 120 DAYS. I IF THIS 

; TEMPORARY OVERAGE IS NOT APPROVED, THE PROPOSAL SET 
~ 

FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING SUBPARAGRAPH IS RECOMMENDED. 

C. OPTION II: RATHER THAN REDUCE THE COMBAT POWER OF THE 

MAE APPRECIABLY, THIS HEADQUARTERS PROPOSES ELIMINATING THE 

COMBINED ACTION GROUP AT A SAVING OF 600 SPACES. THE REMAINING 

400 OF THE 1000 SPACES REQUIRED MUST BE OBTAINED AT THE DIRECT 
Iii?-" 
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CONSIDERED VIABLE IN THE ANTICIPATED POST PHASE IV ENVIRONMENT

2
IN ICTZ AND RETAINING THE ADVANTAGES AND CAPABILITIES ENUMER-

DATED IN PARAGRAPH 5 OF REF B.D
OO

B. AS PREVIOUSLY INDICATED IN PARA 6 OF REF B, THE LOGISTIC

ROLL UP FORCE IS A TEMPORARY ADD ON TO POST PHASE IV MARINE
NN
oO CORPS FORCES IN RVN AND IS REQUIRED TO INSURE ORDERLY RETRO-
TT

GRADE OF MARINE CORPS SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WHICH WILL REMAIN

AFTER PHASE IV IS COMPLETED. DEPENDING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF
TT
YY SHIPPING AND THE DATES OF COMMENCEMENT AND COMPLETION OF PHASE
PP

IV, IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCE WILL HAVE EE

COMPLETED ITS TASKS IN 90-120 DAYS AFTER DEPARTURE OF THE LAST

MARINE CORPS PHASE IV UNIT. ACCORDINGLY, AS OPTION I, THIS

NN
HEADQUARTERS INTERPOSES NO OBJECTION TO REDEPLOYMENT OF 1200

SPACES DURING PHASE IV AS PROPOSED IN REF A PROVIDED THE PER-
TT
HH SONNEL ARE RETAINED IN COUNTRY FOR UP TO 120 DAYS. IF THIS

II TEMPORARY OVERAGE IS NOT APPROVED, THE PROPOSAL SET
SS

FORTH IN THE FOLLOWING SUBPARAGRAPH IS RECOMMENDED.

SS C. OPTION II: RATHER THAN REDUCE THE COMBAT POWER OF THE

PP
MAB APPRECIABLY, THIS HEADQUARTERS PROPOSES ELIMINATING THE

AA
COMBINED ACTION GROUP AT A SAVING OF 600 SPACES. THE REMAINING CC

EE
400 OF THE 1000 SPACES REQUIRED MUST BE OBTAINED AT THE DIRECT
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EXPENSE OF THE MAE. REDUCTION OF THE ENGINEER CAPABILITY BY SUI 

STITUTING A COMPANY OF COMBAT ENGINEERS FOR THE HEAVIER FORCE 

ENGINEERS IN THE COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENT OF THE MAE IS 

ACCEPTABLE. ENGINEER STRENGTH WOULD BE REDUCED BY 400 TO 269. 

3. OPTION III: AS A FALLBACK POSITION NOT TO BE DISSEMINATED 

* TO JOINT OR ARMY CHANNELS AT THIS TIME, THE FOLLOWING REDUCTIOm • 

IN ORDER OF PRIORITY IN 10.8K MAE ARE PROPOSED IN THE EVENT 

OPTIONS .1 AND II ARE UNACCEPTABLE: 

"' ~ PRIORITY. ACTION 
SPACE 
REDUCTION 

l. DELETE ENGR BN (-) (REPLACE WITH DIV ENGR CO 161) 508 

2. REDUCE DET HQ BTRY ARTY REGT 12 
f 

3. DELETE DET HMH-463 88 

.' 4. REDUCE HQ MAE 85 

. 
' 5. DELETE HQ, CO MAE (ASSUMES COLLOCATION WITH GROUND 85' 

OR AIR ELEMENT) 

U 6. REDUCE DET HAD BN 51 
I~ , 

7. DELETE 1~5MM GUN BTRY -.-hIL 
.. 

TOTAL REDUCTION 1000 

4: AS A NEW BUT RELATED MATTER, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE 

SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF THE SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL FORCE BE 

, REEXAMINED. PROGRAM 9 CONTAINS 766 NON-III MAF SPACES AND 600 
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EXPENSE OF THE MAB. REDUCTION OF THE ENGINEER CAPABILITY BY SUB-

STITUTING A COMPANY OF COMBAT ENGINEERS FOR THE HEAVIER FORCE

DD ENGINEERS IN THE COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT ELEMENT OF THE MAB IS
OO

ACCEPTABLE. ENGINEER STRENGTH WOULD BE REDUCED BY 400 TO 269.

3. OPTION III: AS A FALLBACK POSITION NOT TO BE DISSEMINATED NN
OO TO JOINT OR ARMY CHANNELS AT THIS TIME, THE FOLLOWING REDUCTIONS
TT

IN ORDER OF PRIORITY IN 10.8K MAB ARE PROPOSED IN THE EVENT

OPTIONS I AND II ARE UNACCEPTABLE: TT
SPACE YY REDUCTIONACTIONPRIORITY

PP
1. DELETE ENGR BN (-) (REPLACE WITH DIV ENGR CO 161) 508 EE

122. REDUCE DET HQ BTRY ARTY REGT

883. DELETE DET HMH-463
NN

854. REDUCE HQ MAB

5. DELETE HQ CO MAB (ASSUMES COLLOCATION WITH GROUND 85 TT
HH OR AIR ELEMENT)
1I

6. REDUCE DET RAD BN 51
SS

1717. DELETE 195MM GUN BTRY

SS 1000TOTAL REDUCTION

PP
4. AS A NEW BUT RELATED MATTER, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE

AA

4 SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF THE SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL FORCE BE CC
EE

REEXAMINED. PROGRAM 9 CONTAINS 766 NON-III MAF SPACES AND 600
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WILL REMAIN AFTER PHASE IV. IF THIS FORCE WERE REDUCED PROP OR- , 

D 
0 

N 
0 
T 

T 
Y 
p 
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T 
H 

I 
S 

TIONATELY WITH III MAF PHASE IV: REDEPLOYMENTS APPROXIMATELY , 
568 SPACES WOULD LEAVE RVN. A SAVING OF EVEN 400 SPACES WOULD 

NEGATE THE NECESSITY TO DRAWDOWN THE MAE AS DISCUSSED IN 

OPTION II. 

'5. ADOPTION' OF OPTION I WOULD HAVE NO FORESEEABLE IMPACT ON 

EITHER THE MAE OR OPERATIONS IN RVN. OPTION II REMOVES THE 

': LAST VESTIGES OF THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM WITH CONSEQUENT 
" 
, SLOWING,- IF NOT REVERSAL, OF PACIFICATION PROGRESS IN SOME 

AREAS OF QUANG NAM. THE REDUCED HEAVY ENGINEERING CAPABILITY 

IN THE -MAE IS SIGNIFICANT ONLY IF THERE IS NO NAVY MCB AVAIL-

ABLE. OPTION III ON THE OTHER HAND DRAWS DOWN ON MAE HEAD-

QUARTERS TO THE EXTENT THAT COLLOCATION WITH THE AIR AND/OR 

GROUND ELEMENT IS MANDATORY AND ADMINISTRATIVE CAPABILITY IS 

"MARGINAL AT BEST. THE LOSS OF THE U5MM GUN BATTERY DEPRIVES 

" 

THE MAE OF SOME LONG RANGE FIRE SUPPORT, BUT TWO FIXED WING 

SQUADRONS (INCLUDING ONE A-6) ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO FULFILL 

s " THAT NEED UNDER MOST CONDITIONS. 

P S ~ -,. 6. FOLLOWING REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITIES ARE PLANNED, BUT SUBJECT 

A 
C 
E 

TO CHANGE DUE TO SHIPPING AVAILABILITY: 
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WILL REMAIN AFTER PHASE IV. IF THIS FORCE WERE REDUCED PROPOR-

TIONATELY WITH III MAF PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENTS, APPROXIMATELY

568 SPACES WOULD LEAVE RVN. A SAVING OF EVEN 400 SPACES WOULD DD
OO NEGATE THE NECESSITY TO DRAWDOWN THE MAB AS DISCUSSED IN

OPTION II.
NN
O5. ADOPTION OF OPTION I WOULD HAVE NO FORESEEABLE IMPACT ONO
TT

EITHER THE MAB OR OPERATIONS IN RVN. OPTION II REMOVES THE

LAST VESTIGES OF THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM WITH CONSEQUENT
TT
YSLOWING,- IF NOT REVERSAL, OF PACIFICATION PROGRESS IN SOMEY
PP AREAS OF QUANG NAM. THE REDUCED HEAVY ENGINEERING CAPABILITY
EE

IN THE MAB IS SIGNIFICANT ONLY IF THERE IS NO NAVY MCB AVAIL-

ABLE. OPTION III ON THE OTHER HAND DRAWS DOWN ON MAB HEAD-

NN QUARTERS TO THE EXTENT THAT COLLOCATION WITH THE AIR AND/OR

GROUND ELEMENT IS MANDATORY AND ADMINISTRATIVE CAPABILITY IS
TT

MARGINAL AT BEST. THE LOSS OF THE 1.75MM GUN BATTERY DEPRIVES HH
II THE MAB OF SOME LONG RANGE FIRE SUPPORT, BUT TWO FIXED WING
SS

SQUADRONS (INCLUDING ONE A-6) ARE STILL AVAILABLE TO FULFILL

THAT NEED UNDER MOST CONDITIONS. SS
PP 6. FOLLOWING REDEPLOYMENT PRIORITIES ARE PLANNED, BUT SUBJECT
AA

TO CHANGE DUE TO SHIPPING AVAILABILITY: CC
EE
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MAJOR UNIT PRIORITY FOR REDEPLOYMENT 

3D FORCE RECON CO 

VMCJ-1 

9TH ENGR BN 

VMA(AW) 242 

RLT-5 

DET CAF 

DET HQ BN, 1ST MARDIV 

1ST BRIDGE CO (-) 

3D MP BN 

DET 7TH ENGR BN 

DET FLC 

11TH MI' BN 

MWSG-17 

MWCG-18 

"MWHG-1 

HMH-161 

HMH-463 
/':... . == 
l{,/'#B£2? VMFA-115 

VMFA-314 

DET CAF 
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MAJOR UNIT PRIORITY FOR REDEPLOYMENT

3D FORCE RECON CO

DD VMCJ-1
OO

9TH ENGR BN

VMA(AW) 242 NN
OO RLT-5
TT

DET CAF

DET HQ BN, 1ST MARDIV TT
YY 1ST BRIDGE CO (-)
PP

3D MP BN EE

DET 7TH ENGR BN

II DET FLC
NN

11TH MT BN

MWSG-17 TT
HH MWCG-18
II

MWHG-1
SS

HMH-161

SS HMH-463
PP

VMFA-115 AA
VMFA-314 CC

EE
DET CAF
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~< , 
, 

RLT-7 

5TH COMM BN (-) 

HQ III MAP 

1ST MED BN (-) 

1ST MP BN (-) 

VMFA-122 

H&MS-13 

MABS-13 

RAD BN (-) 

3D 175MM GUN BTRY 

1ST MT BN 

HQ BN (-) 1ST MARDIV 

1ST FORCE RECON CO 

HMM-263 

HMM-364 

HML-167 

VMO-2 (-) 

", 3D 8" HOW BTRY F 
, ('[C c:2. .-=>&>---

'cT DET FLC 

DET 11TH MT BN 
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RLT-7

5TH COMM BN (-)

DD HQ III MAF
0O

1ST MED BN (-)

1ST MP BN (-) NN
OO VMFA-122
TT

H&MS-13

MABS-13 TT
YY RAD BN (-)
PP

3D 175MM GUN BTRY EE

1ST MT BN

HQ BN (-) 1ST MARDIV II

NN
1ST FORCE RECON CO

HMM-263 TT
HH HMM-364
II

HML-167 SS
VMO-2 (-)

SS 3D 8" HOW BTRY F

SEC:2 PP
DET FLC

AA
DET 11TH MT BN CC

EE
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1. IN SUMMARY IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT IN RESPONSE TO REF A, 
I ' 

OPTIONS I AND II BE SUBMITTED TO CG, XXIV CORPS TOGETHER WITH 

THE INFORMATION IN PARAGRAPHS 5 AND 6. IT IS FURTHER RECOM-

MENDED THAT OPTION III BE APPROVED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES WITHIIi: 

THE MARINE CORPS AND THAT THE SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF THE 

SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL FORCE BE REEXAMINED FOR POSSIBLE SUB­

~, STITUTION IN OPTIONlII OR III. 

8. REQUEST COMMENT/APPROVAL OF ABOVE PROPOSALS. WARM REGARDS.i 

GP-4. 

BT. 

~ 

'. 

,~ 

; 

2' 

" 

, 

\ 

I 
I , 

TOP SECRET 
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7. IN SUMMARY IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT IN RESPONSE TO REF A,

OPTIONS I AND II BE SUBMITTED TO CG, XXIV CORPS TOGETHER WITH

DD THE INFORMATION IN PARAGRAPHS 5 AND 6. IT IS FURTHER RECOM-
O

MENDED THAT OPTION III BE APPROVED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES WITHIN

THE MARINE CORPS AND THAT THE SIZE AND COMPOSITION OF THE NN
OO SUPPORT/TRANSITIONAL FORCE BE REEXAMINED FOR POSSIBLE SUB-
TT

STITUTION IN OPTION II OR III.

8. REQUEST COMMENT/APPROVAL OF ABOVE PROPOSALS. WARM REGARDS. TT
YY

GP-4.
PP

BT. EE

I

NN

TT
HH
II

SS

SS

PP
AA
CC
EE
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AHH~RAf'TCRASH INVOl..V IN G CG o t.\\'1E3'·~C.fJ" D'IV ISI0N 
a. .. f OLL O'tIl HiH IS THE TEXT mi tl, PRE~HlINARY REPORT PROV IDEO 
ME BY1HRASH REGARDn~G THE SUBJECT ACCIDENT" 
QUOTE '.' .', '. '. . 
10 THE: .PRE'L HI'iIfII Af?Y nlVEST IGATION. ':6F THE SU~JE:C1' eRA SH . 
HAS 'BEEN 'ctJ/\lPJ~ErEOQ THE REPORl'i.'S CU~'REiIiTLY BEING \liRnTE'I\l" 
rr IS EsriMfi!ED THAT THE FINAL"REPORT ,~fIU •• BE cnMPLETED 
WItHIN TI~IO tr1EEKSo' .' .. ', '. ' " 
29 ACO\VlPt ET £ BR IEF XNG BY COUiN E;L ,.tfU(.l~J IDD 1 Ev SEN XOR M,EMBER 
0" THE.BOARD,HAS ASSURED ME.OF·,'(H,~~·OtLOWING FA.CIS: 

PioTHAT l' HE PADAP. AND IFF 'EQUlPME[n' U1' Il IZED TO CON~ 
TRot MAJGENRAMSEYl'S A!PCRAF'f\~ERE '!tL GOOD WORI<ING ORDER 
AND HAD BEEN PROPERty CERTIFIED B.V tHE USAf ONU ~IARCH 

.~ 

e 
-{ 
~, '-;' 
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e <I ',[MArTHE PROCEDURES tIT it liED ;Br 'eMU loA I APPROACH 
C0l\11ROL,t~EFH!: SOUND AND IN ACCriRD~kH:;E~1 F'IH EX 1ST ING R EGU", 
lA'fIONS,o '. .' . , 

Do THA! THE CRASH N AS NOl 'fHE.}!~S~t1' Of ~!EGl. IGENC[ 
BVANY MEMBER 'Of THE '~MV~L SERVXCEc . 
3" ,1M.1i: F IN At.' \~R ItTEN R EPOR'f' ~n:Ll' E'~ CONPL EYED UPON REel!: HY'I 
W CER'fA'irJ 'REQUIFED !NI"OR~1A1XON .11wOi·1 THE ARMY ACCIDENT 
INV.EsrtGAr.rVE TEAMo ' 
40 ALL INFORMATION OBYA INED BY :~'~t\U nnJESr IGAT YVE SOARD· 

. HAS BEEI\' MA))EAVAIlA~lE TO THE~L1mY ,·lM\l.ESi EGA! HJE TEAM", 
50 THE F·INALWRITTEN REPORT ~J!tl:' rafE'fORwARIH'i:D TO CGIII 
MAr A!\lD. A COpy SENT 10 CG AMERrC~R, 'D:IVXSlO~": 
mtQU01E . , ., . 
wAfiH REGARDS'I) 
rjJ-4' 
sr. 
~8'Pf~ 
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MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
ON CENTERCOMMUNIO

CONFIDENTIAL
HEADOTARTERS

FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

DESTROY BY BURNING
TOD: 25/10472 MAR 70PAC DE FLO 112

PTTAZYUW RUMLMPA4804 0840744-AAAC-ORUHRFMA.
ZNY AAAAA

"EXCLUSIVE

P 2527447 MAR 70
FM C G III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CC FMFPAC
BI
ONFIDENTI A L/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLYC
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON
(DELIVER DURING WORKING HOURS)
AIRCRAFT CRASH INVOLVING CG, AMERICAL DIVISION
1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A PRELIMINARY REPORT PROVIDED
ME BY THRASH REGARDING THE SUBJECT ACCIDENT.
QUOTE
1. THE PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION OF THE SURJECT CRASH
HAS BEEN COMPLETED. THE REPORT IS CURRENTLY BEING WRITTEN.
IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE FINAL REPORT WILL BE COMPLETED
WITHIN TWO WEEKS.
2. A. COMPLETE BRIEFING BY COLONEL DUNWIDDIE, SENIOR MEMBER
OF THE BOARD, HAS ASSURED ME OF THE FOLLOWING FACTS:

Ao THAT THE PADAR AND IFF EQUIPMENT UTILIZED TO CON-
TROL MAJGEN RAMSEY'S AIRCRAFT WERE IN GOOD WORKING ORDER
AND HAD BEEN PROPERLY CERTIFIED BY THE USAF ON 11 MARCH

PAGE TWO RUMLMPA4804 C A 7SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE/MCE0
1970.

B. THAT BOTH CONTROLLERS WERE WELL EXPERIENCED AND
LICENSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH FAA REGULATIONS AND OPNAV
REQUIREMENTS.

C. THAT THE PROCEDURES UT ILIZED BY CHU LAI APPROACH
CONTROL WERE SOUND AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING REGU-
LATIONS.

Do THAT THE CRASH WAS NOT THE RESULT OF NEGLIGENCE
BY ANY MEMBER OF THE NAVAL SERVICE.
3. THE FINAL WRITTEN REPORT WILL SE COMPLETED UPON RECEIPT
OF CERTAIN REQUIRED INFORMATION FROM THE ARMY ACCIDENT
INVESTIGATIVE TEAM.
40 ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED BY FMAW INVESTIGATIVE BOARD
HAS BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO THE ARMY INVESTIGATIVE TEAM.
5. THE FINAL WRITTEN REPORT WILL BE FORWARDED TO CG III
MAF AND A COPY SENT TO CG AMERICAL DIVISION.
UNQUOTE
WARM REGARDS.
d'-d
BI

CONFIDENTI
24804 COPIESOCOPY

S/SC/S T/E LEGALADJCOMPTG-3 TRNGG-5 DISBOLOCNO FLC MEDCEOG-QG-1 G-2

4407

ACT/COG

25INFO/
COORD

NNNN MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
1ST FSR 2100/4 (10/67) 26
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TOD: 27/00302 Mar 70PAC#122, DIV#058
PTTAZYUW RUMEMPA6135 0852334-AAAA RUHKFMA RUMLIVA.
ZNY AAAAA
P 262334Z MAR 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUHHFMA/CG FMFPAC
INFO RUMLIUA/CG FIRST MARDIV
ZEN/CG FORLOGCOMD
BT
T 0 P SECR is I/SPECAI/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
FOR LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN MCCUTCHEON
1. PRESENT REDUCTION IN DOG HANDLING PERSONNEL COUPLED WITH
PENDING PHASK IV REDePLOYMENT INDICATES NECESSITY TO BEGIN
REDUCTION OF IN COUNTRY MARINE CORPS bar DOG ASSETS.
CURRENT STATUS OF DOGS AND HANDLERS IS:

A. SENTRY DOGS of 548 HANDLERS. is 34.
B. SCOUT DOGS @ 67; HANDLERS 37s.

C. MINE AND BOOBY TRAP (MB.I) DOG:S 0 14g HANDLERS 0 18.
20 PRIMARY CONSIDERATION CONCERNING DISPOSITION OF WAR DOGS
IS THAT THEY WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE COUNTRY DUE TO
RVN COMMUNICABLE DISEASE.
3. CURRENT INFORMATION INDICATES 84 ADDITIONAL MBT DOGS AND 30
MARINE CORPS SUPPORT PERSONNEL with ARRIVE RVN ABOUT 1 JIN 70

PAGE TWO RUMLMPASI3S TOP C T/SPLCAT/NCEO
COMPLETING TOTAL PACKAGE OF 28 DOGS AND AS SUPPORT PERSONNEL IN
MBT DOG TEAM PROGRAM.
4. PROPOSED MAB INCLUDES 12H SPACES FOR MP COMPANY. TENTATIVE
PLANS WOULD ALLOCATE 10 SENTRY, 10 SCOUT AND 28 MBT DOGS TO MAB
WITH 70 MANDLERS ASSIGNED TO NP CO
5. RECOMMEND ACTION BE INITIATED TO TURN OVER SURPLUS DOGS TO
ARMY FORCES REMAINING RVN STARTING I MAY 70 AND/OR ARVII REQUIRE-
MENT BL DETERMINED.
6. REQUEST COMMENT/APPROVALo
WARM REGARDS.
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P 281141Z MAR 70
FM CG III MAF
TO RUEOFIA/ACMO
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Br
SECRET SPECAT MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY EXCLUSIVE FOR

GEN WALT INFO LIGEN BUSE FROM LIGEN MCCUT CHEON
ACMC WESTPAC VISIT
lo SPENT AFTER NOON WITH GEN LAM. HE JUST RETURND
IR OM SAIGON AND TOLD ME THAT IF GEN WALT WOULD LIKE
TO SEE THE PRESIDENT ON HIS VISIT NEXT MONTH THAT
KE THOUGHT HE COULD ARRANGE IT. X TOLD HIM YOU
WERE NOT SCHEDULD FOR SAIGON THIS TRIP BUT. WOULD
LET YOU KNOW.
2. IF YOU DESIRE THIS LAID ON PLEASE ADVISE.
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ACMCWESTPAC VISIT 

1. SPENT AFTERNOON WITH GEN LAM. '. 11£ JUST RETURNED .' . '" ~ . 

. FROM~SAIG'ON AND TOLD rIlETHAT.IF,GEN 'WALT' WOULD L:tK~ 
TO SEE THE 'PRESIDENT ON HIS VISIT NEXT MONTH T~AT 

l' HE, T:H()UGHT· HECO"tJLD ARRANGE. IT.' I TOLD HIM YOU "". ,: .. 
.'~' . . WERE.NOT SCHEDULED FOR SAIGON THIS TRIP BUT WOULD 

LET YOU 'KNOW. . . . , 
" '::' -. 
2. . IF "YOU DESIRE THIS LAID ON PLEASE' ADVISE. - . .: . . ~ . 

UNQUO~E. RESPECTFULLY YOURS. 
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CG III MAF
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ACMC

INFO: CG FMFPAC

SECRET/SPECAT EXCLUSIVE/MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY FOR
INFO

GEN WALT LTGEN BUSE FROM LTGEN MCCUTCHEON
ACMC WESTPAC VISIT

1. SPENT AFTERNOON WITH GEN LAM. HE JUST RETURNED
FROM SAIGON AND TOLD ME THAT IF GEN WALT WOULD LIKE
TO SEE THE PRESIDENT ON HIS VISIT NEXT MONTH THAT
HE THOUGHT HE COULD ARRANGE IT. I TOLD HIM YOU
WERE NOT SCHEDULED FOR SAIGON THIS TRIP BUT WOULD
LET YOU KNOW.

2. IF YOU DESIRE THIS LAID ON PLEASE ADVISE.

UNQUOTE. RESPECTFULLY YOURS.
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i~Mca DI,V,.f?OIPS .TOP SECRET' 
TOP SEC R E T/SPECAT/EYES ONLY/FOR LTGI! lAIS 'ROM LTG!N 
MCcUtCHEON . 
FORCE PLANNING 
A. MACV 22093SZ ~AR 10 (IS/EYES ONLY) MAC 27S1 
B. OG 111 MAF 07~857Z FEB 70 (TS/EYES ONLY) 
1. REF A REQUESTS THAT CG, XXIV CORPS IDENTIFY 1000 ADDITIONAL 
SPACES FROM FORCES UNDER HIS OPCON FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT. STATE­
MENT OF IMPACT AND RELATIVE PRIORITY OF UNITS FOR REDEPl.OYMENT Al.SO 
DESIRED Wl1M SPECIFIC COPIMENT· ON POSSIBILITY OF REDUCING '10.8K MAS 
AND/OR REDEPLOYING 1200 lOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCE SPACES, BUT RETAIN­
ING PERSONNEL IN COUNTRY AS TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH. 
2. THE LOGISTIC ROl.L UP FORCE 1$ A TEMPORARY ADD ON TO POST PHASE 
IV MARIHEFORCES AND IS REQUIRED TO ENSURE ORDERLY RETROGRADE OF 
MARINE CORPS SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WHICH WILL RE(fJAIN AFTER PHASE IV 
IS COMPLETED. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE PROPOSED FORCE HAS NO 
ORGAINC' SECURITY UNIT AND MUST RELY ON OTHER FORCES TO PROVIDE 
SECURITY UNTIL RETROGRADE OF SUPPLIES AND EUIPMENt 15 COMPLEtED. 
DEPENDING ON' THE AVAILABILITY OF SHIPPING AND THE DATES OF COMMENCE­
MENT AND COMPLETION OF PHASE IV IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE LOGISTlC 
ROLL UP FORCE WILL HAVE COMPLETED ITS TASKS IN 90-120 DAYS AFTER 
DEPARTURE OF THE L.AST MARINE CORPS PHASE IV UNIT. ACCORDINGL.Y, AS 
OPTION 1, THIS HEADQUARTERS INTERPOSES NO OBJE,CTION TO REDEPLOYMENT 
OF 1200 SPACES DURING PHASE IV AS PROPOSED REF A PRO·VIDED THE PER­
SONNEL ARE RETAtNED IN COUNTRY AS 1200 FOR tHE PROGRAM STRENGtH FOR 
UP TO 120 DAYS POST PHASE FOUR. 
3. A. IF TEMPORARY OVERAGE IN PARA 2, IS NOT APPROVED. UP TO 750 
SPACES COULD BE TAKEN FROM THE MAS AS FOLLOWS (OPTION II): 

(1) ELIMINATE THE FORCE ENGINEER BATTALlON (-) AND REPLACE 
WITH A COMPANY OF COMBAT ENGINEERS. ' 

(2) DELETE THE,HEAVY HELICOPTER (eH·'!) DETACHMENT. 
(3) REDUCE THE DETACHMENT RADIO BAtTALION TO A TOTAL OF 8' SPACES. 
(4) DELETE THE MARINE AIR tRAFFIC CONTROl.. UNIT. 
(5) ELIMINATE THE DE:rACHMENT OF THE FORCE RECONNAISSANCE 

COMPANY. ' 
B. I; MORE THAN 750 SPACES 'MUST BEftEDUCED, THE 17SMM GUN, 

BATlERY CG GutfS)--COULO-SE' REMoVED- rROM 'THE TA5K "ORG'AlfIZAT1\)N OF"-,1i£ . 
MAS WITH AN ADDITIONAL. SAVING OF 171 SPACES. 
4. A. ADOPTION OF OPTION I WOULD HAVE NO FORESEEABLE IMPACT ON 
EITHERTH£ MAS OR OPERAtIONS IN RVN. IN REGARD TO OPTIONIl, THE 

, MAB CAPABILITIES AS SE-T ·YORTH TO CO·MUSMACVIN REF -8, WOULD BE 
REDUCED AS FOLLOWS: . 

(1) LOSS OF tHE HEAVY EQUIPMENT ORGANIC TO THE FORCE 
ENGINEERS WOULD BE SIGNIFICANT ONL.Y IF ARMY ENGIHEEROR NAVY MCB 
SUPPORT IS NOT AVAILABLE. . 

I (2) 10 HEAVY HELICOPTER LI'T WITHIN THE ~~. 
L- (I) IU.UIAL SUPPORT 'ROM tKE RADIO BATTALIOI. 

ot o '+ DECLASSIFIED 
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P 6250452 ZFF-1
FM CS III MAF

TOP SECRET

TO ce XXIV CORPS
ZEM
T 0 P S E T/SPECAT/EYES ONLY/FOR LIGEN ZAIS FROM LIGEN
MCCUTCHEON
FORCE PLANNING
A. MACV 220930Z MAR 70 (TS/EYES ONLY) MAC 2781
B. CG 111 MAF 0708572 FEB 70 (TS/EYES ONLY)
1. REF A REQUESTS THAT CG, XXIV CORPS IDENTIFY 1000 ADDITIONAL
SPACES FROM FORCES UNDER HIS OPCON FOR PHASE IV REDEPLOYMENT. STATE-
MENT OF IMPACT AND RELATIVE PRIORITY OF UNITS FOR REDEPLOYMENT ALSO
DESIRED WITH SPECIFIC COMMENT ON POSSIBILITY OF REDUCING 10.8K MAB
AND/OR REDEPLOYING 1200 LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCE SPACES, BUT RETAIN-
ING PERSONNEL IN COUNTRY AS TEMPORARY OVERSTRENGTH.
2. THE LOGISTIC ROLL UP FORCE IS A TEMPORARY ADD ON TO POST PHASE
IV MARINE FORCES AND IS REQUIRED TO ENSURE ORDERLY RETROGRADE OF
MARINE CORPS SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WHICH WILL REMAIN AFTER PHASE IV
IS COMPLETED. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE PROPOSED FORCE HAS NO
ORGAINC SECURITY UNIT AND MUST RELY ON OTHER FORCES TO PROVIDE
SECURITY UNTIL RETROGRADE OF SUPPLIES AND EUIPMENT IS COMPLETED.
DEPENDING ON THE AVAILABILITY OF SHIPPING AND THE DATES OF COMMENCE-
MENT AND COMPLETION OF PHASE IV IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE LOGISTIC
ROLL UP FORCE WILL HAVE COMPLETED ITS TASKS IN 90-120 DAYS AFTER
DEPARTURE OF THE LAST MARINE CORPS PHASE 1V UNIT. ACCORDINGLY, AS
OPTION I, THIS HEADQUARTERS INTERPOSES NO OBJECTION TO REDEPLOYMENT
OF 1200 SPACES DURING PHASE IV AS PROPOSED REF A PROVIDED THE PER-
SONNEL ARE RETAINED IN COUNTRY AS 1200 FOR THE PROGRAM STRENGTH FOR
UP TO 120 DAYS POST PHASE FOUR.
3. A. IF TEMPORARY OVERAGE IN PARA 2 IS NOT APPROVED, UP TO 750
SPACES COULD BE TAKEN FROM THE MAB AS FOLLOWS (OPTION II)

(1) ELIMINATE THE FORCE ENGINEER BATTALION (-) AND REPLACE
WITH A COMPANY OF COMBAT ENGINEERS.

(2) DELETE THE HEAVY HELICOPTER (CH-53) DETACHMENT.
(3) REDUCE THE DETACHMENT RADIO BATTALION TO A TOTAL OF

85 SPACES.
(4) DELETE THE MARINE AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT.
(5) ELIMINATE THE DETACHMENT OF THE FORCE RECONNAISSANCE

COMPANY.
B. IF MORE THAN 750 SPACES MUST BE REDUCED, THE 175MM GUN

BATTERY (6 GUNS) COULD BE REMOVED FROM THE TASK ORGANIZATION OF THE
MAB WITH AN ADDITIONAL SAVING OF 171 SPACES.
4. A. ADOPTION OF OPTION I WOULD HAVE NO FORESEEABLE IMPACT ON
EITHER THE MAB OR OPERATIONS IN RVN. IN REGARD TO OPTION II, THE
MAB CAPABILITIES AS SET FORTH TO COMUSMACV IN REF B, WOULD BE
REDUCED AS FOLLOWS:

(1) LOSS OF THE HEAVY EQUIPMENT ORGANIC TO THE FORCE
ENGINEERS WOULD BE SIGNIFICANT ONLY IF ARMY ENGINEER OR NAVY MCB
SUPPORT IS NOT AVAILABLE.

(2) NO HEAVY HELICOPTER LIFT WITHIN THE MAB.
(3) MINIMAL SUPPORT FROM THE RADIO BATTALION,

2 29
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• • 
. (4) TH!CAPABILITY TO 'CONTROtHELICOPTERS UNDER AII.wtATHER 

CONDITIO'S IS REMOVED. 
. (5) THE MAS LOSES tHE CAPABILITY TO CONDUCt LONG RANGE 

REeON PATROLS. 
B. THE IMPACT OF LOSS 0' TH! 175MM GUN BATTERY WOULD BE PAR­

TICULARLY SEVER FOR U.S. AS WELL AS ARVN FORCES OPERATING IN tHE 
AO. THIS BATTERY SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE REDUCTION ONLY AS A 
LAST RESORT. ' 
5. THE UNCERTAINTY OF TIMING FOR PHASE IV AND ATTENDANT VARIABLE 
AMPHIBIOUS SHIPPING A;t1I,.ll.ABILITY RENO~RS INFEASIBLE AT THIS TIME 

~
: .. -. ~~~·E~:~ii~~~ir~~~-a~ti~i~A i~~iS~~fi~t;!o~*~1~D~ti-:5 ;* ---

AND ONE FIXED WING AtTA'GK-$QUADRON WOULD REDEPLOY RELATIVELY EARLY 
IN PHASE IV .. tHE BULK OF tfiE FMAW (INCLUDING THE REDEPLOYIN.G FIXED 

. , WING SQUA~RONS) AND ITS HEADQUARTERS WOULD DEPART NEXT FOLLOWED BY 
ALT-7 WITH THE III MAF AND 1ST MARDIV HEADQUARTERS. 
6. AS A NEW BUT RELATED ITEM, ONGOING PLANNING FOR MARINE AMPHIBIOUS 
BRIGADE .ASSUMES THIS UNISERVICE FORCE OF COMBINED ARMS WILL BE 
TASKED TO EXECUTE MISSiONS AND TASKS AS DIRECTED BY COPJUSMACV AND 
WILL BE UNDER OPERATXOtfAL CONTROL. OF ecr, XXIV CORPS. THE CONCEPT OF 
OPERATIONS ENVISAGES THAT THE MAS WILL USUALLY OPERATE IN AREAS 
ADJACENT TO THE DANANG VITAL AREA, BUT WILL RETAIN THE CAPABILITY TO 
RELOCATE TO ANY AREA IN leTl FOR OPERAT10NS TO INCLUDE THOSE SUPPORT­
ED EXCLUSIVELY BY HELICOPTER FOR LIMIT!D DURATION. THE MAB IS 
TRAINED FOR AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT, BUT MIGHT REQUIRE CERTAIN MODIFICA-

. TAlONS AND REINFORCEMENtS PRIOR TO EXECUTING AN OPPOSED LANDING. AIR 
. ELEMENTS WILL OPERATE FROM DANANa AIRFIELD AND POSSIBLY MARBLE 

MOUNTAIN AIR FACILITY. THE COMMAND AND CONTROL ELEMENT IS STRUCTURED 
TO PERMIT RAPID EXPANSION OF TH~ MAB BY ONE OR MORt SPECIAL LANDING . 
FORCES IF SO DIRECTED BY HIGHER AUTHORJTY. THE C~NCEpr OF LOGISTIC 
SUPPORT ASSUMES THAT DELIVERY OF ALL CLASSES OF SUPPl.Y WILL BE MADE 
BY THE MAS LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP ON SURFACE LOC'S TO ORGANIC 
ACCOUNTS IN THE DANANG AREA. DELIVERY TO MORE DIstANT AREAS OR BY 
OTHER MEANS WILL LIkELY REQUIRE SOME SUPPORT FROM SOURCES EXTERNAL 
TO ,THE BRIGADE. SUPPORT FOR SUCH SERVICE.S AS POST EXCHANGE, SPECIAL 
SERVICES, FIRE PROTECTION. BRIG OPERATIONS AND MEDICAL AND DENTAL 
SERVICES WILL REQUIRE ,ARMY ASSISTANCE. 
7. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR PLANNING PURPOSES OF MISSION, CONCEPT AND 
AREA OF OPERATIONS OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPH 6. 
WARM REGARDS. 
GP-4 
900 THIS MESSAGE REQUIRES ACCOUNTABILITY 
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(4) THE CAPABILITY TO CONTROL HELICOPIERS UNDER ALL WEATHER
CONDITIONS IS REMOVED.

(5) THE MAB LOSES THE CAPABILITY TO CONDUCT LONG RANGE
RECON PATROLS.

B. THE IMPACT OF LOSS OF THE 175MM GUN BATTERY WOULD BE PAR-
TICULARLY SEVER FOR U.S. AS WELL AS ARVN FORCES OPERATING IN THE
AO. THIS BATTERY SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE REDUCTION ONLY AS A
LAST RESORT.
5. THE UNCERTAINTY OF TIMING FOR PHASE IV AND ATTENDANT VARIABLE
AMPHIBIOUS SHIPPING AVAILABILITY RENDERS INFEASIBLE AT THIS TIME
THE FROMATION OF A-DETAILED-TIME PHASED REDEPLOYMENT SCHEDULE IN
GENERAL TERMS IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT ONE RLT, MOST LIKELY RLT-5,
AND ONE FIXED WING ATTACK SQUADRON WOULD REDEPLOY RELATIVELY EARLY
IN PHASE IV. THE BULK OF THE FMAW (INCLUDING THE REDEPLOYING FIXED
WING SQUADRONS) AND ITS HEADQUARTERS WOULD DEPART NEXT FOLLOWED BY
RLT-7 WITH THE III MAF AND 1ST MARDIV HEADQUARTERS.
6. AS A NEW BUT RELATED ITEM, ONGOING PLANNING FOR MARINE AMPHIBIOUS
BRIGADE ASSUMES THIS UNISERVICE FORCE OF COMBINED ARMS WILL BE
TASKED TO EXECUTE MISSIONS AND TASKS AS DIRECTED BY COMUSMACV AND
WILL BE UNDER OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF CG, XXIV CORPS. THE CONCEPT OF
OPERATIONS ENVISAGES THAT THE MAB WILL USUALLY OPERATE IN AREAS
ADJACENT TO THE DANANG VITAL AREA, BUT WILL RETAIN THE CAPABILITY TO
RELOCATE TO ANY AREA IN ICTZ FOR OPERATIONS TO INCLUDE THOSE SUPPORT-
ED EXCLUSIVELY BY HELICOPTER FOR LIMITED DURATION. THE MAB IS
TRAINED FOR AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT, BUT MIGHT REQUIRE CERTAIN MODIFICA-
TAIONS AND REINFORCEMENTS PRIOR TO EXECUTING AN OPPOSED LANDING. AIR
ELEMENTS WILL OPERATE FROM DANANG AIRFIELD AND POSSIBLY MARBLE
MOUNTAIN AIR FACILITY. THE COMMAND AND CONTROL ELEMENT IS STRUCTURED
TO PERMIT RAPID EXPANSION OF THE MAB BY ONE OR MORE SPECIAL LANDING
FORCES IF SO DIRECTED BY HIGHER AUTHORITY. THE CONCEPT OF LOGISTIC
SUPPORT ASSUMES THAT DELIVERY OF ALL CLASSES OF SUPPLY WILL BE MADE
BY THE MAB LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP ON SURFACE LOC'S TO ORGANIC
ACCOUNTS IN THE DANANG AREA. DELIVERY TO MORE DISTANT AREAS OR BY
OTHER MEANS WILL LIKELY REQUIRE SOME SUPPORT FROM SOURCES EXTERNAL
TO THE BRIGADE. SUPPORT FOR SUCH SERVICES AS POST EXCHANGE, SPECIAL
SERVICES, FIRE PROTECTION, BRIG OPERATIONS AND MEDICAL AND DENTAL
SERVICES WILL REQUIRE ARMY ASSISTANCE.
7. REQUEST APPROVAL FOR PLANNING PURPOSES OF MISSION, CONCEPT AND
AREA OF OPERATIONS OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPH 6.
WARM REGARDS.
GP-4
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SEC RET I EXCLUSIVE FOR MGtH THRASH AND MGEN WHEELER FRO~ 
LTGEN PlCCUTCHEON' 
MILITARY OPERATIONS NEAIf. CAMBODIAN BORDER I 

1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO: 
QUOTE ' 
SUB t MILITARY OPERATIONS -NEAR CAMBODIAN BORDER 
REF. A. COMUSMACV DTG 230806Z DEC 69. 

8. MACV DIR 33'-12 DATED 29 DEC 69 
C. MACV LETTER MACJ3-06 DATED 13 MAR 70. SUBJa OFFICIAL 

MiETIMGS BEtWEEN US AND CAMBODIAN. OFFICIALS (U) 
D. COMUSMACV DtG 1910'7Z MAR 70 

I. RECENT EVENTS IN CAMBODIA HAVE GENERATED QUESTIONS BY FIELD 
COMMANDERS AND. CONCURRENTLY. MACV IS RESPONDING TO REQUESTS F08 
I~FORMATION BY HIGHER AUTHORITY ON THIS SUBJECT. THIS PlESSAGE 
CONSOLIDATES EXISTING GUIDANCE AND REPORTING PROCEDURES TO BE 
FOLLOWED 08 THIS SUBJECT. 
2. RULES OF ENGAGEMENT (ROE) rOR CAMBODIA. 

A. THE CURRENT SITUATION EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR CLOSE OBSER­
VANCE BY US FORCES OF THE ROE FOR CAMBODIA (REF A). US COMMANDERS 
ARE TO ENSURE THAT NO, REPEAT NO, TARGET IS ENGAGED IN CAMBODIA 
UNLESS FRIENDLY FORCES ARE BEING FIRED ON FROM THE TARGET AND THE 
TARGET IS POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS VC/NVA. NO, REPEAT NO, US FORCES 
ARE TO MANEUVER ACROSS THE BORDER INTO CAMBODIA EXCEPT AS MAY BE 
NECESSARY FOR THE PRESERVATION OX THE US FORCES CONCERNED. 

B. IN THOSE CASES WHERE RVMAF CROSS THE CAMBODIAN BORDER TO 
CONDUCT OPERATIOMS, US ADVISORS AND SUPPORT ARE TO BE WITHDRAWN 
IMMEDIATELY. A REPORT OF SUCH INCIDENTS IS TOSE MADE TO MACV IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCE B. 
3. GVN/CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS. WHEN INFORMED BY RVNAF AUTHORITIES ' 
THAT ARRANGEMENTS HAVE- BEEN PlADE BETWEEN GVNAND CAMBODIAN ,ORCES 
TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS IWCAMBODIA AGAINST VC/NVA ELEMENTS, MACV 
SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS: 

A. WILL DECLINE PARTICIPATION AND REPORT ARRANGEMENTS TO MACV 
UTILIZING THIS CHANNEL •. 
. B. WIL.L. URGE THEIR RVMAF COUNTERPARTS TO EXERCISE utMOST CARE 
TO AVOID INFL.ICTING CASUALTIES ON CAMBODIAN CIVILIAN NON-COMBATANTS. 

c. ARE AUTHORIZED TO ADJUST US FORCES AND FIRES WITHIN RVN TO 
COVER GAPS CREATED BY RVNAF MOVES. 
4. FIRE SUPPORT FOR FARK. ' 

A. US FORCES ARE NOT. REPEAT NOT. TO RESPOND TO FARK REQUESTS 
FOR FIRE SUPPORT AT THIS TIME. 

8. PARA 3B AND 3C ABOVE AR~ APPLICABLE. IN THIS RAGARD t US 
ADVISOGS ARE TO DECLARE TACTICAL EMERGENCIES ONLY AFTER FRIENDLY 
~CAS ARt BEIPJQ FIRED ON FROM tHE TARGEt, WHEN THERE IS POSItIVE 
.. JURAIVI THAT TKE TARGIT IS ve/ltVA, AID tMAT THERI IS 10 DANGER TO 
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MILITARY OPERATIONS NEAR CAMBODIAN BORDER
1. THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS PASSED FOR YOUR INFO:
QUOTE
SUB: MILITARY OPERATIONS NEAR CAMBODIAN BORDER
REF: A. COMUSMACV DIG 230806Z DEC 69.

B. MACV DIR 335-12 DATED 20 DEC 69
C. MACV LETTER MACJ3-06 DATED 13 MAR 70, SUBJ: OFFICIAL

MEETIMGS BETWEEN US AND CAMBODIAN OFFICIALS (U)
D. COMUSMACV DTG 1910572 MAR 70

1. RECENT EVENTS IN CAMBODIA HAVE GENERATED QUESTIONS BY FIELD
COMMANDERS AND, CONCURRENTLY, MACV IS RESPONDING TO REQUESTS FOR
IMFORMATION BY HIGHER AUTHORITY ON THIS SUBJECT. THIS MESSAGE
CONSOLIDATES EXISTING GUIDANCE AND REPORTING PROCEDURES TO BE
FOLLOWED ON THIS SUBJECT.
2. RULES OF ENGAGEMENT (ROE) FOR CAMBODIA.

A. THE CURRENT SITUATION EMPHASIZES THE NEED FOR CLOSE OBSER-
VANCE BY US FORCES OF THE ROE FOR CAMBODIA (REF A). US COMMANDERS
ARE TO ENSURE THAT NO, REPEAT NO, TARGET IS ENGAGED IN CAMBODIA
UNLESS FRIENDLY FORCES ARE BEING FIRED ON FROM THE TARGET AND THE
TARGET IS POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS VC/NVA. NO, REPEAT NO, US FORCES
ARE TO MANEUVER ACROSS THE BORDER INTO CAMBODIA EXCEPT AS MAY BE
NECESSARY FOR THE PRESERVATION OX THE US FORCES CONCERNED.

B. IN THOSE CASES WHERE RVMAF CROSS THE CAMBODIAN BORDER TO
CONDUCT OPERATIONS, US ADVISORS AND SUPPORT ARE TO BE WITHDRAWN
IMMEDIATELY. A REPORT OF SUCH INCIDENTS IS TO BE MADE TO MACV IN
ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCE B.
3. GVN/CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS. WHEN INFORMED BY RVNAF AUTHORITIES
THAT ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE BETWEEN GVN AND CAMBODIAN FORCES
TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS IN CAMBODIA AGAINST VC/NVA ELEMENTS, MACV
SUBORDINATE COMMANDERS:

A. WILL DECLINE PARTICIPATION AND REPORT ARRANGEMENTS TO MACV
UTILIZING THIS CHANNEL.

B. WILL URGE THEIR RVMAF COUNTERPARTS TO EXERCISE UTMOST CARE
TO AVOID INFLICTING CASUALTIES ON CAMBODIAN CIVILIAN NON-COMBATANTS.

C. ARE AUTHORIZED TO ADJUST US FORCES AND FIRES WITHIN RVN TO
COVER GAPS CREATED BY RVNAF MOVES.
4. FIRE SUPPORT FOR FARK.

A. US FORCES ARE NOT, REPEAT NOT, TO RESPOND TO FARK REQUESTS
FOR FIRE SUPPORT AT THIS TIME.

B. PARA 3B AND 3C ABOVE ARE APPLICABLE. IN THIS RAGARD, US
ADVISOGS ARE TO DECLARE TACTICAL EMERGENCIES ONLY AFTER FRIENDLY
FORCAS ARE BEIMG FIRED ON FROM THE TARGET; WHEN THERE IS POSITIVE
ASSURANVE THAT THE TARGET IS VC/NVA; AND THAT THERE IS NO DANGER TO
PARK UNITS OR GAMBODIAN NON-COMBATANIS.
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5. CAMBODIANMEMB£RS or CID(f.SOI1ECAM90DIAN MEMBERS OF ClOG -MAY 
CROSS OVER liTO CAMBODIA TO SUPPORT THE NEV aOVERNMENT. EFFORts 
SHOULD BE MADE TO !'tRIDA!)[ THE" to REMAIN WITH TH~ CIDG 11'1 SVN. IN 
THE EVENT A D!CISION 1$ ~DE TO RETURN TO CAMBODIA. SUCH PERSONS ARE 
TO BE REQUASTED TO TURN IN THEIR WEAPONS AND·EQUIP~ENT BEFORE DEPAR­
TUR!. USE OF Ji'ORCA IN GAINIMG REtURN OF WEAPONS-AND EQUIPMENT IS 
TO BE AVOIDED AS IT IS CONSIDERED TO BE COUNTER PRODUCTIVE AT THIS 
ttM~ •... -~., .. ~",~,_~O-; ___ '~' ._'.~_. _____ . ___ •• _ .-.. ----_.~ __ •• ' - -.-~-.-
6. NOTHING . .cONTAINED HEREIN IS INtENDED TO PHECL·UDE US PERSONNEL 
fROM PARTICIPATING IN OFFICIAL VISITS WITH CAMBODIAN OFFICIALS, 
ACCEPT CAM~ODIAN HOSPITALITY, AND ENGAGE IN OTHER PRO/TOCOL ACTIV­
ITIES AS'SPECIFIED IN REFERENCE C AND AS DlSTIMGUlSHED FROM MILI­
TARY OPERATIONAL MATTERS. HOWEVER. ~.~~ BE NOTED THAt REFER-
ENCE C IS CLASSIFIED "SECREt" AND IS ROPRIAn: FOR PUBLIC 
DISCUSSI0N~ NOR WOULD IT BE APPROPRIAt ERMIT PRESS COVERAGE 
OF MEETINGS HEL.D WITH CAMBODIANS AT OR: NEAR THE BORDER. . 
1. REFERENCE D ISSUES PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE CONCERNING tHE CURRENT 
SITUATION IN CAMBODIA OR RELATIONSHIPS ALONG THE BORDER. THE GUID­
ANCE ENJOINS AL.L PERSONNEL FROM DISCUSSlNG OR MAKING ANY COMMENTS, 
EITHER ON OR OFF THE RECORD, ABOUT THE CAMBODIAN SITUATION OR ANY 
ACTIVITIES RELATED THERETO l~CLUDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH CAMBODIAN 
PERSONNEL ALONG THE BORDER. . . 
8. NOTHING CONTAINED HEREIN IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS PROHIBITING US 
FORCES TO TAKE NECESSARY COUNTERACTIONS IN THE EXERCISE OF THE GIGHt 
OF SELF DEFENSE AS AUTHORIZED AND DIRECTED B'I REFERENCE A. 
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS 
~~ , 
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5. CAMBODIAN MEMBERS OF CIDG. SOME CAMBODIAN MEMBERS OF CIDG MAY
CROSS OVER INTO CAMBODIA TO SUPPORT THE NEW GOVERNMENT. EFFORTS
SHOULD BE MADE TO PERSUADE THEM TO REMAIN WITH THE CIDG IM SVN. IN
THE EVENT A DECISION IS MADE TO RETURN TO CAMBODIA, SUCH PERSONS ARE
TO BE REQUASTED TO TURN IN THEIR WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT BEFORE DEPAR-
TURE. USE OF FORCA IN GAINING RETURN OF WEAPONS-AND EQUIPMENT IS
TO BE AVOIDED AS IT IS CONSIDERED TO BE COUNTER PRODUCTIVE AT THIS
TIME.
6. NOTHING CONTAINED HEREIN IS INTENDED TO PRECLUDE US PERSONNEL
FROM PARTICIPATING IN OFFICIAL VISITS WITH CAMBODIAN OFFICIALS,
ACCEPT CAMBODIAN HOSPITALITY, AND ENGAGE IN OTHER PROTOCOL ACTIV-
ITIES AS SPECIFIED IN REFERENCE C AND AS DISTIMGUISHED FROM MILI-
TARY OPERATIONAL MATTERS. HOWEVER, IDAHHULD BE NOTED THAT REFER-
ENCE C IS CLASSIFIED "SECRET" AND IS BPROPRIATE FOR PUBLIC
DISCUSSION, NOR WOULD IT BE APPROPRIATE TO PERMIT PRESS COVERAGE
OF MEETINGS HELD WITH CAMBODIANS AT OR NEAR THE BORDER.
7. REFERENCE D ISSUES PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE CONCERNING THE CURRENT
SITUATION IN CAMBODIA OR RELATIONSHIPS ALONG THE BORDER. THE GUID-
ANCE ENJOINS ALL PERSONNEL FROM DISCUSSING OR MAKING ANY COMMENTS,
EITHER ON OR OFF THE RECORD, ABOUT THE CAMBODIAN SITUATION OR ANY
ACTIVITIES RELATED THERETO INCLUDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH CAMBODIAN
PERSONNEL ALONG THE BORDER.
8. NOTHING CONTAINED HEREIN IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS PROHIBITING US
FORCES TO TAKE NECESSARY COUNTERACTIONS IN THE EXERCISE OF THE GIGHT
OF SELF DEFENSE AS AUTHORIZED AND DIRECTED BY REFERENCE A.
UNQUOTE. WARM REGARDS
GP-4
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