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1. DmIGUATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

aWANlZATION.AL DATA 

OOMlWIDER 

• 
III Harine Amphibious Force Lieutenant General Donn J. ROBERTSON 

U. S. Marine Corps 
l-lhApr'71 

DEPUTY COMMANDER (AIR) 

Major General Alan J. ARMSTRONG 
U. S. l'.arine Corps 
1-14Apr71 

DEPUTY COMMANDER (GROUND) 

Major General Charles F. WIDDECKE 
U. S. Marine COrps 
1-14!pr7l 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

1st Marine Division 

Force Logistic Command 

2nd Combined Action Group 

Communication Support Compaqy 
7th Communication Battalion 

Commanding Officer 
Headquarters III Marine 
Amphibious Force 
Headquarters Commandant 

1st Radio Battalion 

. 

Major General Alan J. ARMSTROllG 
U. S. Marine COrps 
1-14APr71 

Major Oeheral Oharle. F. WIDDECKE 
U. S. Marine COrps 
1-14Apr71 

Brigadier General James R. JONES 
U. S. Marine Corps 
1-14A;pr71 

Lieutenant Colonel John J. TOLN.lY 
U. S. ¥.ar1ne Oorps 
1-14Apr71 

Major R. T. HIMMERICH 
u. S. V.arine Corps 
1-14Apr71 

Colonel William J. SPIESEL 
U. S. }I.arine Corps 
1-14Apr'71 

Lieutenant 0010ne1 Edward D. RESNIK 
U. S. lI.a.rlne Corps 
1-14A,pr71 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• 
I •• • •••• 
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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

COMMANDER1. DESIGNATION

Lieutenant General Donn J. ROBERTSONIII Marine Amphibious Force
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

DEPUTY COMMANDER (AIR)

Major General Alan J. ARMSTRONG
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

DEPUTY COMMANDER (GROUND)

Major General Charles F. WIDDECKE
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Major General Alan J. ARMSTRONG1st Marine Aircraft Wing
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Major General Charles F. WIDDECKE1st Marine Division
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Brigadier General James R. JONESForce Logistic Command
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Lieutenant Colonel John J. TOLNAY2nd Combined Action Group
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Major R. T. HIMMERICHCommunication Support Company
U. S. Marine Corps7th Communication Battalion
1-14Apr71

Colonel William J. SPIESELCommanding Officer
U. S. Marine CorpsHeadquarters III Marine
1-14Apr71Amphibious Force

Headquarters Commandant

Lieutenant Colonel Edward D. RESNIK1st Radio Battalion
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Enclosure (1)
Page 2.9

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
2. LOCATION. 1-14 April 1971, Northwest Da Nang, Quang Nam Prov:lnoe, 
Repub!io or Vietnam. 

). STAFF OFFICER 

Chief' of' Staff' 

Deputy Chief' of Staff' 

Assietant Chief of Staff', G-l 

Aasistant Cb1et ot Statf', G-2 

Deputy 0-2 

Assistant Chief' of' Start, Goo) 

Deputy G-3 

Assistant Chief of Staff', G-4 

Assistant Chief of' Staff', n-5 

Assistant Chief of' Staff', G-6 

Force Supply Of'f'icer 

Brigadier General. W1ll1am G. JOSLYN 
U. S. Marine Corps 
l-l4!pr71 

Colonel Eugene H. HAFFEY 
U. S. Marine Corps 
I-J.4Aprn 

Colonel Lavem J. OLTMER 
U. S. ¥.arine Corps 
1-14!pr71 

Colonel Forest J. HUNT 
U. S. Y£rine Corps 
l-lUApr71 

Colonel Robert E. GRUENLER 
U. S. Marine Corpl!! 
l-lkApr71 

Colonel Qlarles H. LUDDEN 
U. S. ¥.arine Corps 
l-14APr71 

Colonel Jesse L. GIBNEY 
U. S. Marine Corps 
1-l4Apr71 

Colonel "Tarren E. MCCAIN 
U. S. }i.arine Corps 
l-14Apr71 

Major Donald E. SUDDUTH 
U. S. )1.arine Corps 
1-1Wlpr71 

Colonel Robert L.W!LLIS 
u. s. Marine Corps 
1-14A,pr7l 

Colonel Clarence H. SCHMID 
U. S. Marine Corps 
1-14!pr71 

Force Staff Judge Advocate Colonel Daniel F. MCCONNELL 
U. S. Marine Corps 

• • • • • • 1 :t~px;'l1 ••• 
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2. LOCATION. 1-14 April 1971, Northwest Da Nang, Quang Nam Province,

Republic of Vietnam.

3. STAFF OFFICER

Brigadier General William G. JOSLYNChief of Staff
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Eugene H. HAFFEYDeputy Chief of Staff
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Lavern J. OLTMERAssistant Chief of Staff, G-1
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Forest J. HUNTAssistant Chief of Staff, G-2
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Robert E. GRUENLERDeputy G-2
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Charles H. LUDDENAssistant Chief of Staff, G-3
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Jesse L. GIBNEYDeputy G-3
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Warren E. MCCAINAssistant Chief of Staff, G-4
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5 Major Donald E. SUDDUTH
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Robert L.WILLISAssistant Chief of Staff, G-6
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Clarence H. SCHMIDForce Supply Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Colonel Daniel F. MCCONNELLForce Staff Judge Advocate
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71
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Force Engineer Officer 

Foree Adjutant 

Officer in Charge, Command 
Center 

Force Chaplain 

Force Surgeon 

Force Dental Officer 

Sta.f't Secretary 

Protocol Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Lieutenant Colonel ThOJll&l!l W. JONES 
U. S. Marine Corps 
1-14Jpr71 

Major Jobn F. !NGIL 
u. S. Marine Corps 
I-lh!pr71 

Major Bernard. MCMARON 
U. S. Marine Corps 
1-14Apr71 

captain John H. CARNES 
U. S. Navy 
l-l4Apr71 

Captain Harold P. PARISER 
U. S. Navy 
1-14APr71 

OollJlWlder William P. ARMSTROTtl 
u. S. NaV 
1-14Apr7l 

LieutenlZlt Colonel Carlo RDl1ANO 
U. S. Y.&rine Corps 
l-l4Apr71 

Major J. D. WATSON 
U. S. Marine Corps 
l-lhAPr71 

Force Special. Services Officer Major Hans S. HAUPl' 
U. S. Marine Corps 
l-lLApr71 

Force Public Affairs Officer Major Phillip T. ARMAN 
U. S. Marine Corps 
1-14Apr7l 

USMC Liaison Officers, MACV 
USMC Liaison Officers, 7th AF 

0010ne1 Stephen G. WARREN 
U. S. Marine Corps 
l-l4!pr'71 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • •• • •••• • •• ••••• 
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Lieutenant Colonel Thomas W. JONESForce Engineer Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Force Adjutant Major John F. ANGIL
U.SS. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Officer in Charge, Command Major Bernard MCMAHON
Center U. S. Marine Corps

1-14Apr71

Force Chaplain Captain John H. CARNES
U. S. Navy
1-14Apr71

Captain Harold P. PARISERForce Surgeon
U. S. Navy
1-14Apr71

Force Dental Officer Commander William P. ARMSTRONG
U. S. Navy
1-14Apr71

Staff Secretary Lieutenant Colonel Carlo ROMANO
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Protocol Officer Major J. D. WATSON
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Force Special Services Officer Major Hans S. HAUPT
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Major Phillip T. ARMANForce Public Affairs Officer
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

USMC Liaison Officers, MACV Colonel Stephen G. WARREN
USMC Liaison Officers, 7th AF U. S. Marine Corps

1-14Apr71
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4. AVERAGE EOj'JTHIJY STHl~NGTH 

a. III HARINE R~PI-fLBIOUS FORc:t~ HBADQUARTERS 

FORCE HQS, III MAF 

2D CAG 

1ST RADIO BN (-) 

OF£t'IC!!RS 

USMC 

92 

18 

15 

USN 

5 

1 

o 

b. III MARIN'.t~ llTPHIBIOUS FCRCE 

OFFIClms --
U,sHC 

1466 

USN 

107 

ENLIS'l'ED 

US1C USN 

15613 761 
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ENLISTED 

265 

;,81 

246 

USN 

6 

52 

6 
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4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE HEADQUARTERSa.

OFFICERS ENLISTED

USMC USN USMC USN

FORCE HQS, III MAF 592 265 6

182D CAG 5811 52

1ST RADIO BN (-) 15 246 6o

b. III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

OFFICERS ENLISTED

USMC USN USMC USN

1466 15613107 761
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PART II • •• 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 
I • 

1. INTRODUCTION 

a. General. On the 14th ot April 1971, an Activation and ae .. 
deplo~ent Cel'9JllOD1' was held on the p.,..ade field at Force Logistic 
Command, CUlP Books, Northwest ])a lang, Qun& Ham Province, 
Republic of Vietnam. At the Ceremo~, Lieutenant General Donn J. 
K>BERTSJN, CCllUDS.nding General, III Marine .Amphibious Force, 
redeployed and reassigned the units of his cQllll1and and activated 
the 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade under the conmand ot Major General 
Alan J. ARMSTRONG. During the period 1-14 April 1.971, Headquarters, 
III Kar1ne Amphibious Force, wu looated at Oamp Haskins, Northwest 
Da Nang, Quang Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam. '!he average 
MarinelNavy strength in Mil1tary Region 1 was 17,947, • decrease 
ot ),)12 personnel frcm the prev:Lous month. 

b. Act1vities. III Karine Amphibious Force activitie" were 
guided by ooMtJSRAcv Directive 10-1l, dated S April 1970, and I 
ARVN/lt'WMAF MR-l Combined Fall .. Winter Cupa1gn Plan, dated 8 September 
1970, in pursuit of its objectives for the period 1 .. 14 April 1971. 

2. OVERALL EVALUATION 

a. Incident19 of enemy initiated activity increased during the 
period 1-14 April. The en~ had staged a number of bold attacks 
during the end of March in initiating their Spring K-8,O C.pdgn, 
and they continued that oampaign with nUllerous probin& attacks and 
rocket and mortar attacks throughout Quang Ham Province. A 
thorough anal.y'sis of enallJ' activity is contained in Section III, 
Paragraph " (Intelligence), of this chronology. 

b. In addition to normal, mall un1.t operations, theN were 
two major, named operations continued or initiated during the 
period 1-14 April 1971. Operation II IMPERIAl. LAKE" continued under 
the operational control of 1st Marines. During the reporting 
periOd this operation resulted in 7 enemy killed. illere were no 
Marine oasualties. On 8 April 1971, 1st Marines initiated operation "SCOTT 
ORCHARD". Ms operation was designed to locate prisoner of war 
camps and liberate FWMAF aDd ind1genou" POW'e and to kill or capture 
enemy in the area of operation, vicinity (ZC ¢541). The operation terminated 
on 12 .April. Results were, 4 enemy killed, 1 eneIll1' oaptured and 12 
individual weapons captured. There were no Marine casual ties. Besul ts 
of all Marine operations during the reporting period were 57 enemy killed 
and 11 weapons captured. 

•• • •• • • • , , . .. , , . ,. 
•• • 
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. INTRODUCTION

a. General. On the 14th of April 1971, an Activation and Re-
deployment Ceremony was held on the parade field at Force Logistic
Command, Camp Books, Northwest Da Nang, Quang Nam Province,
Republic of Vietnam. At the Ceremony, Lieutenant General Donn J.
ROBERTSON, Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force,
redeployed and reassigned the units of his command and activated
the 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade under the command of Major General
Alan J. ARMSTRONG. During the period 1-14 April 1971, Headquarters,
III Marine Amphibious Force, was located at Camp Haskins, Northwest
Da Nang, Quang Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam. The average
Marine/Navy strength in Military Region 1 was 17,947, a decrease
of 3,312 personnel from the previous month.

b. Activities. III Marine Amphibious Force activities were
guided by COMUSMACV Directive 10-11, dated 5 April 1970, and I
ARVN/FWMAF MR-1 Combined Fall-Winter Campaign Plan, dated 8 September
1970, in pursuit of its objectives for the period 1-14 April 1971.

2. OVERALL EVALUATION

a. Incidents of enemy initiated activity increased during the
period 1-14 April. The enemy had staged a number of bold attacks
during the end of March in initiating their Spring K-850 Campaign,
and they continued that campaign with numerous probing attacks and
rocket and mortar attacks throughout Quang Nam Province. A
thorough analysis of enemy activity is contained in Section III,
Paragraph 5, (Intelligence), of this chronology.

b. In addition to normal, small unit operations, there were
two major, named operations continued or initiated during the
period 1-14 April 1971. Operation "IMPERIAL LAKE" continued under
the operational control of 1st Marines. During the reporting
period this operation resulted in 7 enemy killed. There were no
Marine casualties. On 8 April 1971, 1st Marines initiated operation "SCOTT
ORCHARD". This operation was designed to locate prisoner of war
camps and liberate FWMAF and indigenous POW's and to kill or capture
enemy in the area of operation, vicinity (zc 0541). The operation terminated
on 12 April. Results were, 4 enemy killed, 1 enemy captured and 12
individual weapons captured. There were no Marine casualties. Results
of all Marine operations during the reporting period were 57 enemy killed
and 17 weapons captured.
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3. FRIEl®LY CASUALTIES SlliTAINED 

a. III KAF' C.t\.:;;UALTIES 
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o 
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3. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

a. III MAF CASUALTIES

(1) Battle

MIADOWWIAKIA

USNUSMCUSNUSMCUSNUSMCUSNUSMC

o046 5 o003

(2) Non-Battle

ILL/INJDEATHS

116 112 O

b. NUMBER OF COIRTS-MARTIAL TRIED:

7SUMMARY

5SPECIAL

2GENERAL

SHORT L'ONS OF MAIL SENT AND RECEIVED BY III MAF :C.

94SENT

174RECEIVED
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFIOANT EVENTS DURING 1-14 APRIL 1971 

1. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS •• •• * 

a. OmERAL. During the period 1-14 April, one major named operation 
was contlnuea lrom the previous month and one operation was 1ni tiated by 
Marine unite in MiUtar,y Region 1. Operation "IMPERIAL LAKE" was conti­
nued and operation "BroTT ORCHAlIDIt was initiated. Effective dates and 
results are listed below; 

FND CAS EN CAS 
MAJOR OPl<1i.ATION KIA Wu KIA. we PERIOD - - - -
IMPl!lUAL LAKE 0 0 1 0 1-l4!pr11 
SCOTT OROHARD 0 0 4 12 8-12A.pr71 

SHALL UNIT ~CTIVITY 

1ST ~IARINE DIVISION 0 11 54 1, 1-l.4Apr71 
2ND OOMBINED ACTION GROUP 1 4 3 2 1-l4Apr71 
TOTAL 1 is S1 11 1-l4A.pr71 

b. EVENTS. During the period 1-14 April 1971, the tollowing signifi-
cant events were reported} 

At 02020<11, ItB" Battery, 1st Battalion, 11th Marines, received a call tor 
fire from 2nd of the 51st ARVN Regiment wbo were in a night defensive 
position 4 KIlls louthwest ot Hill 119. 'lbe art1llel'7 tire mission resulted 
in 7 enemy killed. 

At 022000H, CAP 2-7-6, while in a night detansive position 5 Ims northwest 
of Dien Ban, initiated small arms tire on 6 VC, resulting in 3 8n8lllT killed 
and 1 incl1 vidual weapon and 4 grenades captured. 

At 0300200, OUPP Te8ll1 "SKINNER" f'roII 2nd Battalion, let Marines, observed 
a flash of light and en817 1II0V8lI'lent 2 KIlls northeast of tbeir p08i tion on 
Hill 5S. The CUPP Team fired M-79 rouncil at the target. A rnreep ot the 
area at first llght disclosed .3 VC: killed and 1 AK-47 and 2 M-26 grenades 
were captured. 

At OS020SH, Da Nang Air Base received 8even 122mm rockets, re8ulting in 2 
VN civilians wounded, 2 VN houses destroyed and 1 VN house damaged. Counter­
batter,y fire was employed on 8 preplanned targets ot egress with unknown 
results. 

At 05l448H, a forward observer on Hill 6S, with the use of an laD, observed 
3 VO with weapons moving ~ Kms southwest of Hill 65. An artUler,y fire 
m1ssicn was called, resulting in 1 VC killed. Then at 05l71SH, the same 
forward observer spotted 3 VC oarrJini weapons and mortar tubes 1n the same 
general area_ A second fire mission was called, resulting in 2 more VO killed. 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • •• • •••• . .. ..... ( ) •••• • • ••• Enclosure 1 
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING 1-14 APRIL 1971

1. SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

2. GENERAL. During the period 1-14 April, one major named operation
was continued from the previous month and one operation was initiated by
Marine units in Military Region 1. Operation "IMPERIAL LAKE" was conti-
nued and operation "SCOTT ORCHARD" was initiated. Effective dates and
results are listed below;

FND CAS EN CAS
MAJOR OPERATION WIAKIA KIA WC PERIOD

o7IMPERIAL LAKE o0 1-14Apr71
4 12SCOTT ORCHARD 0 0 8-12Apr71

SMALL UNIT ACTIVITY

54 15111ST MARINE DIVISION o
1-14Apr714 2312ND COMBINED ACTION GROUP 1-14Apr71

15 57 171TOTAL 1-14Apr71

b. EVENTS. During the period 1-14 April 1971, the following signifi-
cant events were reported;

At 0202OCH, "B" Battery, 1st Battalion, 11th Marines, received a call for
fire from 2nd of the 51st ARVN Regiment who were in a night defensive
position 4 Kms southwest of Hill 119. The artillery fire mission resulted
in 7 enemy killed.

At 022000H, CAP 2-7-6, while in a night defensive position 5 Kms northwest
of Dien Ban, initiated small arms fire on 6 VC, resulting in 3 enemy killed
and 1 individual weapon and 4 grenades captured.

At 03002OH, CUPP Team "SKINNER" from 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, observed
a flash of light and enemy movement 2 Kms northeast of their position on
Hill 55. The CUPP Team fired M-79 rounds at the target. A sweep of the
area at first light disclosed 3 VC killed and 1 AK-47 and 2 M-26 grenades
were captured.

At 050205H, Da Nang Air Base received seven 122mm rockets, resulting in 2
VN civilians wounded, 2 VN houses destroyed and 1 VN house damaged. Counter-
battery fire was employed on 8 preplanned targets of egress with unknown
results.

At 051448H, a forward observer on Hill 65, with the use of an IOD, observed
3 VC with weapons moving 21g Kms southwest of Hill 65. An artillery fire
mission was called, resulting in 1 VC killed. Then at 051715H, the same
forward observer spotted 3 VC carrying weapons and mortar tubes in the same
general area. A second fire mission was called, resulting in 2 more VC killed.
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At 07155.3H, a torward observer on HUl 65, nth the use ot an IOD, sighted 
.30-40 VC/NVA 2l:i Kale southwest of his position. An artillerr fire m18sion 
was called, utilizing "A" Batte17, 1st Battalion" llth Marines and an 8la 
mortar Batter,y on HUl 65. The artillery and 8llmn mortar fire resulted in 
34 confirmed .naay killed. The rem.ainder of the enemy could not be observed 
due to duet and BIIoke. 

At 0900sSH, Da Hang Air Baee received tin l22111m rocketa, resulting in 5 
VN civilians wounded. In addition, 2 buildings, 1 house, 2 trucks and 1 
car sustained major damage and 2 buildings, 1 house and 1 truck received 
minor deage. Counter batte17 was _ployed on 8 preplanned targets of 
agrees with unknown results. 

2. Casualties Inflicted on the ~t See pa&e 15 • 
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At 071553H, a forward observer on Hill 65, with the use of an IOD, sighted
30-40 VC/NVA 21/2 Kms southwest of his position. An artillery fire mission
was called, utilizing "A" Battery, 1st Battalion, 11th Marines and an 81mm
mortar Battery on Hill 65. The artillery and 81mm mortar fire resulted in
34 confirmed enemy killed. The remainder of the enemy could not be observed
due to dust and smoke.

At 090055H, Da Nang Air Base received five 122mm rockets, resulting in 5
VN civilians wounded. In addition, 2 buildings, 1 house, 2 trucks and 1
car sustained major damage and 2 buildings, 1 house and 1 truck received
minor damage. Counter battery was employed on 8 preplanned targets of

egress with unknown results.

2. Casualties Inflicted on the Enemy. See page 15.
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LIs'e Oli' SP~CIAL Sli.:RVICES AC');IVI'rIES FOR 'rTf-; I10N'rH OF APRIL 

1971 UP 'ib 'l'HE llirH 

).Personnel 

a. ~tars and Stripes: From lApr7l to l4Apr7l, the amount 
of free issues of S'l:iars and Stripes newspapers to be distributed 
to III HAP personnel is 4),'100. 

b. R:R Activities (Out ... ot-country): The total number of 
seats al100ated to the III NAP for this time period is 519. 
The number a1loted to Okinawa was 46. The H.ACV peroentage of 
utilizati(ln 1.s not availablEI at this time. 

c. In-countrr.R&R: ThEI total China Beach In-Country R&R 
allocation for tfi s period was 6 Offioer Quotas and 135 enlisted 
quotas, all of which were ufJed. 

d. Special Services/Clubs In5.ght to Hong Kong: One round­
trip special Services Hong Kong Flight was made during this 
period utilizing 45 seats .. 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • •• • •••• 
• 0 0 ••••• 
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LIST OF SPECIAL SERVICES ACTIVITIES FOR TH MONTH OF APRIL
1971 UP TO THE 14TH

3. Personnel

a. Stars and Stripes: From 1Apr71 to 14Apr71, the amount
of free issues of Stars and Stripes newspapers to be distributed
to III MAF personnel is 43,700.

b. RER Activities (Out-of-Country): The total number of
seats allocated to the III MAF for this time period is 519.
The number alloted to Okinawa was 46. The MACV percentage of
utilization is not available at this time.

C. In-Country R&R: The total China Beach In-Country R&R
allocation for this period was 6 Officer Quotas and 135 enlisted
quotas, all of which were used.

d. Special Services/Clubs Flight to Hong Kong: One round-
trip Special Services Hong Kong Flight was made during this
period utilizing 45 seats,
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4. FORCE CHlPLAIH . 
2 Apr Staff visit to nr MAF, FLC, 1st MarDiv. 

4 Apr Conducted divine services at 1st MP Battalion and Wing Memorial 
Chapel. 

8 Apr Conducted Holy Communion service at Wing Memorial Chapel on 
Maundy Thursday. 

9 Apr Conducted Good Friday service in the Wing Memorial Chapel. 
Service featured a dialogue sermon on the theme ~ere You 
There?" Jewish personnel departed Danang at 1400 for ob-
servance of Passover Holy Days in Ol)u Lai. Church party will 
return Monday. Transportation proV)ded by let Marine Aif-
craft Wing. Ohecks in the antount of $3254.18 were forwarded 
to the National Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation ot Princeton, 
New Jersey for the Capodanno Memorial Scholarship. These rep­
resented contributions from all III MAF units. 

•• • •• • • • • • • ••• • • •• •• • 
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4. FORCE CHAPLAIN

2 Apr Staff visit to III MAF, FLC, 1st MarDiv.

4 Apr Conducted divine services at 1st MP Battalion and Wing Memorial

Chapel.

8 Apr Conducted Holy Communion service at Wing Memorial Chapel on

Maundy Thursday.

Conducted Good Friday service in the Wing Memorial Chapel.9 Apr
Service featured a dialogue sermon on the theme "Were You
There?" Jewish personnel departed Danang at 1400 for ob-

servance of Passover Holy Days in Chu Lai. Church party will
return Monday. Transportation proveded by 1st Marine Air-
craft Wing. Checks in the amount of $3254.18 were forwarded
to the National Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation of Princeton,
New Jersey for the Capodanno Memorial Scholarship. These rep-
resented contributions from all III MAF units.
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5. InteWgenoe 

a. Geneml It)- Sf. tu&tion 

(1) &1.., activity during the til'et week ot April waa moderate. 
Mortal' attacks again at ARVN, RF, and PF Outposts, resettlement balBlets, 
and bridge security elements continued. A tev ot these lIOl'tal' attacks 
were tollowed by gl'cnmd attacks. Contacts betweCl triendl1' patrole and 
8Dl&1l eJlsq el_ents continued, indioating tbat the VC/BVA were remaining 
in the lowland aHaI. The _jol' ettort tor this week was the tiring ot 
seven rockets into the J)t. Nang area on 5 April. Three rookete impacted 
on the airtield while the other tour landed. in the sunounding c1 ty area. 
Total damage reported tor the attack wae one AiI'Fo:rce F-4 with minor 
damage, two Vietn ... se 01 Villans 1nj ured, two ci vil1an homes destroyed 
and one civilian home heavily d8Jll&ged. During the second week ot April, 
there 'WaS a el1ght euree ot activity. Hill 55 received tour l22mm 
rockets the morning ot 8 April and tour more on the morning ot 9 April. 
There were no reported casualties or damage trom either attac1c. Allo 
on 9 Apr:il, the en..,. tired ti ve 122m rockets on Da Bang AiWbase and 
the adjacent porliion ot the oit,. Two ot the Nckats landed on the 
airfield, causing no casualties or damage. Three rockets iapaoted in 
nearb, reaidential areas, injuring tive Vietnaae.e civiliane, and 
damaging six hOlUles and three 01 Vil1an motor vebioles, Folloving the 
rocket attacks, eIltlQ' initiated activity decreased. MonaI' attack. 
declined, and no ground attacks ot consequence were reported. 

(2) The enemy will probab17 mum to his base areas to prepare 
tor hie next high point. Although oasualties and. damage 1ntlioted 
during this phase ot the K-850 campaign .ere negligible in proportion 
to the ordnance and livea e3Pended by the enqr, he mq have succeeded 
psychologically. The cC8Iluniete demonatre.ted. again to the Vietnameae 
populace that they can and vill c&1'17 out attacks despite the best 
ettorts ot the Allied Forces. Combined with the reduction in U. S. Forces, 
this demonstration could have a detrim8lltal ettect on the ARVN, the 
Terri to rial Forces and the oi vilia.n population. 

b. S1gp1ticant Contac\s Dur.1.ng The Period 

(Notes Significant U. S. Harine contacts during the report1n~ 
period are listed under paragraph l.b., part III ot this Chronology.) 

(1) On 1 April at 0145, an unknovn size enerq wdt tired six 
B-40 rounds at Cau Do Bridge, tour kilometers southwest ot Da Nang 
Urbase (AT 998706). The RPG attack wall tollowed by approxlllately 100 
rounds ot small ama fire. There were no damage or casualties. 

(2) At 1000 on 2 April, the 8lst PF Platoon, guarding a bridge 
1'i ve ldlometers west ot Da1 Loa (AT 867574), was attacked by an estimated 
VC platoon. The en8lQ" was beaten ott, and there wacs only minor daage 
to the bridge. lin.., losses are unknown. 

•• • •• , . . 
• • • ••• • • •• •• • 
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5. Intelligence

General Enemy Situation2.

(1) Enemy activity during the first week of April was moderate.
Mortar attacks against ARVN, RF, and PF Outposts, resettlement hamlets,
and bridge security elements continued. A few of these mortar attacks
were followed by ground attacks. Contacts between friendly patrols and
small enemy elements continued, indicating that the VC/NVA were remaining
in the lowland areas. The major effort for this week was the firing of
seven rockets into the Da Nang area on 5 April. Three rockets impacted
on the airfield while the other four landed in the surrounding city area.
Total damage reported for the attack was one AirForce F-4 with minor
damage, two Vietnamese civilians injured, two civilian homes destroyed
and one civilian home heavily damaged. During the second week of April,
there was a slight surge of activity. Hill 55 received four 122mm
rockets the morning of 8 April and four more on the morning of 9 April.
There were no reported casualties or damage from either attack. Also
on 9 April, the enemy fired five 122mm rockets on Da Nang Airbase and
the adjacent portion of the city. Two of the rockets landed on the
airfield, causing no casualties or damage. Three rockets impacted in
nearby residential areas, injuring five Vietnamese civilians, and
damaging six houses and three civilian motor vehicles. Following the
rocket attacks, enemy initiated activity decreased. Mortar attacks

declined, and no ground attacks of consequence were reported.

(2) The enemy will probably return to his base areas to prepare
for his next high point. Although casualties and damage inflicted

during this phase of the K-850 campaign were negligible in proportion
to the ordnance and lives expended by the enemy, he may have succeeded

psychologically. The communists demonstrated again to the Vietnamese
populace that they can and will carry out attacks despite the best
efforts of the Allied Forces. Combined with the reduction in U.S. Forces,
this demonstration could have a detrimental effect on the ARVN, the
Territorial Forces and the civilian population.

b. Significant Contacts During The Period

(Note: Significant U.S. Marine contacts during the reporting
period are listed under paragraph 1.b., part III of this Chronology.)

(1) On 1 April at 0145, an unknown size enemy unit fired six

B-40 rounds at Cau Do Bridge, four kilometers southwest of Da Nang
Airbase (AT 998706). The RPG attack was followed by approximately 100

rounds of small arms fire. There were no damage or casualties.

At 1000 on 2 April, the 81st PF Platoon, guarding a bridge(2)
five kilometers west of Dai Loc (AT 867574), was attacked by an estimated

VC platoon. The enemy was beaten off, and there was only minor damage
to the bridge. Enemy losses are unknown.
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(3) On 3 April at 0.301, Duc Duc District Headquarters and the 

nearby ci vi 11 an resettlement area (AT 862472) were attacked with 100 
rouncls or 82ma1. IIOrtar tire, an unknown number or B-40 RPG round. and . 
small arms tire. There were no known eneII\Y lossee. 

(4) In an unusual daylight attack on 3 April at 1345" the 192cl 
if Company Compound, eeven kilometers southwest ot Hoi An (BT 104514), 
waD attacked b1 two VO platoon8. Satchel charges were thrown against the 
d.tensive p08itions and tollowed by a ground attack. One VO waD killed. 
and one AK-47 captured. 

(5) Rouncl1ng out. his activities on 3 April, at 1945 the eneIDIY 
conducted mortar attacks aga1.n8t Dien Ban (BT 069582) and the Vinh Dien 
Bridge (BT 057588). Dien Ban received. 15 rounds ot 82J11n .tire and nine 
round. ot 82mm landed around the brige. Four civilians were killed and 
nine wounded. There waa no lIt.jor damage to the bridge. 

(6) At 1830 on 4 April" elements of the 97th and 105th RF 
Companies made contact with ti ve va nine kilometers southweet ot Baldy 
Combat Base (BT 092.367). Three at the .n0D\V' were killed and ten band 
grenade a captured. 

(7) At 0.330 on 5 April, the First Platoon, 34th RF Company in 
a night position six kilometers eouthweet of Marble Mountain (BT 046665) 
rece! ved SO ro\l1cle of inoom.1ng 82mm mortar fire. Two RFs were slightly 
wounded. 

(8) On 5 April at 1800, the l62d iF Company engaged an unknown 
8ize enany unit tive kilometers northwest ot Baldy Combat Base (BT 080470). 
Four ot the enemy were killed, and two individual weapons capturecl. 

(9) At 0900 on the morning of 6 April" a patrol from the 927th 
RF Company d18covered. six va in a bunker ti ve kilometers northwest of 
Dien Ban (BT 0106,38). The patrol engaged the enemy;~:till1ng five and 
capturing one. Also captured were one AJf,.47 and one M-79. 

(10) At OJl)O on the moming ot 7 April, the 916th aud 220th PF 
Platoons ambushed an unknown size en~ foree seven kilometers south­
weat of Baldy Combat Base (ST 080,382). Flve VC were ldlled and one 
captured. Also captured were three B-40 la\D'lchera and two AK-478. 

(ll) On 9 April at 06~, Hill 55 (AT 967617) received three 
122mm rockete. There were no casualties or d.aIIage. 

(12) At 1950 on 9 April, the 104th RF Battalion ambushed an 
eJleIq junk six kilometers BOutheast of An Hoa (AT 977546). Ten eneJll1 

•• • • • • ••• • •• 
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(3) On 3 April at 0301, Duc Duc District Headquarters and the
nearby civilian resettlement area (AT 862472) were attacked with 100
rounds of 82mm mortar fire, an unknown number of B-40 RPG rounds and
small arms fire. There were no known enemy losses.

(4) In an unusual daylight attack on 3 April at 1345, the 192d
RF Company Compound, seven kilometers southwest of Hoi An (BT 104514),
was attacked by two VC platoons. Satchel charges were thrown against the
defensive positions and followed by a ground attack. One VC was killed
and one AK-47 captured.

(5) Rounding out his activities on 3 April, at 1945 the enemy
conducted mortar attacks against Dien Ban (BT 069582) and the Vinh Dien
Bridge (BT 057588). Dien Ban received 15 rounds of 82mm fire and nine
rounds of 82mm landed around the bridge. Four civilians were killed and
nine wounded. There was no major damage to the bridge.

(6) At 1830 on 4 April, elements of the 97th and 105th RF
Companies made contact with five VC nine kilometers southwest of Baldy
Combat Base (BT 092367). Three of the enemy were killed and ten hand
grenades captured.

(7) At 0330 on 5 April, the First Platoon, 34th RF Company in
a night position six kilometers southwest of Marble Mountain (BT 046665)
received 50 rounds of incoming 83mm mortar fire. Two RFs were slightly
wounded.

(8) On 5 April at 1800, the 162d RF Company engaged an unknown
size enemy unit five kilometers northwest of Baldy Combat Base (BT 080470).
Four of the enemy were killed, and two individual weapons captured.

(9) At 0900 on the morning of 6 April, a patrol from the 927th
RF Company discovered six VC in a bunker five kilometers northwest of
Dien Ban (BT 010638). The patrol engaged the enemy, killing five and

capturing one. Also captured were one AK-47 and one M-79.

(10) At 0400 on the morning of 7 April, the 916th and 220th PF
Platoons ambushed an unknown size enemy force seven kilometers south-
west of Baldy Combat Base (BT 080382). Five VC were killed and one

captured. Also captured were three B-40 launchers and two AK-478.

(11) On 9 April at 0630, Hill 55 (AT 967617) received three
122mm rockets. There were no casualties or damage.

(12) At 1950 on 9 April, the 104th RF Battalion ambushed an

enemy junk six kilometers southeast of An Hoa (AT 977546). Ten enemy
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were killed in the action, the junk was 8unk,qnd two AK-47s were captured. 

(1,3) At 0915 on II April, the 70tt,h RF Company ma.de contact with 
an unknown eise enemy force eight kilometers southwest of Da1 toc (AT 8965(7). 
Ten eneJq were ldlled, and one antitank JIline and seven EJ"eIlades were captured. 

(14) At 0930 on 12 Apr.Ll, the 3d Battalion, 51st ARVN Regiment 
while on a search operation made contact with an 'LUlknown sise en-v force 
three ldlometers west of An Hoa (AT 85(477). Ten eDauy were ldlled, and 
one M-16 was captured. 

c. 1l!lDl 40$:1on Statistic!. The following are statistic8 on eneary 
activities for the period 1 - 14 April 1971: (Agdnst u.s. forces) 

__ Initiat,g Aetiviti.s 

Attaclcs 
Ambushes 
Assaults by fire 
Haraeeing tire 
Min •• /Booby trap. 
AA Fire/Hita.. 

00 
00 
00 
29 
04-

26/ll 

d. _!BY OrdeE of Battle. There were no changes to the ezl!lD1 Order 
ot Battle for this two week period. Total 8IlenJ1 strength remains at 
9,500. 

e. Ooupterint.ll18!Pce 

(1) Cgppt.rtDtell1B!nce Overyi". VO/VOl Counterint.lligenc. 
related activity during the per.Led 1 - 14 Apr.Ll continued to ehow ter­
rorist and intimidation tactics within the III HAr AO directed against 
tho civilian populac.. '1'er1'Or.Let activity b1 Da Nang Special Action thits 
bas increased in cOnjunction with the K-850 campaisrh There were a total 
of six incidents during the period 8.S opposed to 2S ineidents during March 
1971 and ten incidents for the month of Februa1"1. The total of kidnappingl 
and structures destroyed increased significantly during the period 801 

compared with tho month of March. 

(2) Terrori. and Propaganda- Terror.LBt activity within the III 
MAF AO coneieted at six incidents during the reporting p.riod. At 
apP1'Oxi.m&teq 0100 1 April, an elltimattd VC squad entered Phiem Ai (H) 
(A'1' 901571), Ai Nghia (V), O8i Loc (D), and kidnapped tho Hamlet Doputy 
Chief and one civilian. At approxLmateq 0500, 2 Aprl1 1971, an unknown 
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were killed in the action, the junk was sunk, and two AK-478 were captured.

(13) At 0915 on 11 April, the 708th RF Company made contact with
an unknown size enemy force eight kilometers southwest of Dai Loc (AT 896507).
Ten enemy were killed, and one antitank mine and seven grenades were captured.

(14) At 0930 on 12 April, the 3d Battalion, 51st ARVN Regiment
while on a search operation made contact with an unknown size enemy force
three kilometers west of An Hoa (AT 850477). Ten enemy were killed, and

one M-16 was captured.

c. Fremy Action Statistics. The following are statistics on enemy
activities for the period 1 - 14 April 1971: (Against U.S. forces)

Enemy Initiated Activities

00Attacks
00Ambushes
8Assaults by fire
29Harassing fire
04Mines/Booby traps
26/11AA Fire/Hita

Enemy Order of Battle. There were no changes to the enemy Orderd.
of Battle for this two week period. Total enemy strength remains at

9,500.

Counterintelligence

(1) Counterintelligence Overview. VC/VCI Counterintelligence
related activity during the period 1 - 14 April continued to show ter-
rorist and intimidation tactics within the III MAF AO directed against
the civilian populace. Terrorist activity by Da Nang Special Action Units
has increased in conjunction with the K-850 campaign. There were a total

of six incidents during the period as opposed to 28 incidents during March
1971 and ten incidents for the month of February. The total of kidnappings
and structures destroyed increased significantly during the period as

compared with the month of March.

(2) Terrorist and Propaganda. Terrorist activity within the III

MAF AO consisted of six incidents during the reporting period. At

approximately 0100 1 April, an estimated VC squad entered Phiem Ai (H)

(AT 901571), Ai Nghia (V), Dai Loc (D), and kidnapped the Hamlet Deputy
Chief and one civilian. At approximately 0500, 2 April 1971, an unknown
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lize mUG'" torce ent.red Thu Bon 4 (H) (AT 874494), Xuyen Thu (V), Due 
Due (D) and ld.dnapped 36 willagere (27 male8, two temales and seven 
children). The torce then bumed 37 house.. At approximately 0400, 
7 April 1971, an unknown size eDeJII1' force infiltrat.ed Phu Da (H) 
(AT 868490), Xuyen Thu (V), Due Due (D) and k1dnapped 18 civilians; 
t1 ve ci vil1ans vol\lltarilT lett with the VC. The eneDl1 toroe al80 
destroyed 17 houses and intl1cted damage to one pagoda and. one school­
houae. The nUlllber ot vietas and structures damag8djde8tro1ed during 
the period is ae lollowrn 

Killed 
Wounded 
Abducted 
Btructures-Dam(Dest 

2 <-16) 
23 <.30) 
42 (+18) 
'9 (+'1) 

There were no propaganda incident. reported. 

(3) Sybvera1on. No incidents of aubTersion are known to bave 
occurred. during the report.1ng period. 

(4) Sabotage. There were no reported incident. ot .abotage 
during t.hi. period. 

(5) EPp1onage. There were no reported incidents ot eapionage 
during the month. However, it can re&aonably be aSlumed that the 
Ve/VCl maintain a continuing intelligence collection ettort within 
the III MAF AO for the purpoae of identitying prospective targets. 

t. 119 Losles. Ph8lJ1 losles tor the period 1 - 14 April were: 

KIAs S1 
Detaineea 05 
PWa VO 01 
PWs NVA 00 
Innocent Ci villans 00 
C1 vi1 Defendants 00 
Individual Weapona 17 
Crew Sel"led Weapon. 00 
Ri.ee captured 1901ba 
Total Hoi Ohanhs :retumed to both. military and civilian authorities - QO 

g. Kit Care Scout Program 

(1) Sif)l1.t1cant acoompU8bments of Kit Careon Scouts employed by 
1st Marine DiviB10n tor the period 1 - 14 April were, 

Patrol. 
Ola88e8 Conducted 
Pqopa Broadoaet.s 
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size enemy force entered Thu Bon 4 (H) (AT 874494), Xuyen Thu (v), Duc
Duc (D) and kidnapped 36 villagers (27 males, two females and seven
children). The force then burned 37 houses. At approximately 0400,
7 April 1971, an unknown size enemy force infiltrated Phu Da (H)
(AT 868490), Xuyen Thu (V), Duc Duc (D) and kidnapped 18 civilians;
five civilians voluntarily left with the VC. The enemy force also

destroyed 17 houses and inflicted damage to one pagoda and one school-
house. The number of victims and structures damaged/destroyed during
the period is as follows:

2 (-16)Killed
23 (-30)Wounded
42 (+18)Abducted
59 (+51)Structures-Dan/Dest

There were no propaganda incidents reported.

(3) Subversion. No incidents of subversion are known to have
occurred during the reporting period.

(4) Sabotage. There were no reported incidents of sabotage
during this period.

(5) Espionage. There were no reported incidents of espionage
during the month. However, it can reasonably be assumed that the

VC/VCI maintain a continuing intelligence collection effort within
the III MAF AO for the purpose of identifying prospective targets.

f. Enemy Losses. Enemy losses for the period 1 - 14 April were:

57KIAs
05Detainees
01PWs VC
00PWs NVA
00Innocent Civilians
00Civil Defendants
17Individual Weapons
00Crew Served Weapons
190lbsRice Captured

Total Hoi Chanhs returned to both military and civilian authorities - 00

g. Kit Carson Scout Program

(1) Significant accomplishments of Kit Carson Scouts employed by
1st Marine Division for the period 1 - 14 April were:

94Patrols
01Classes Conducted
00Psyops Broadcasts
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l!helQ' CaPtured/ Suepects Apprehended 
l!belQ' Killed 
Weapons Recovered 
Retum.es 
Caves/Tunnels Detected 
Mines/Booby Traps Deteoted 
Cache. Discovered 

01 
00 
03 
00 
03 
01 
00 

• 

(2) Adclitiona1 statistics on Kit Carson Scouts employed. by the 
let Marine D:l.v1a1on ares 

No ot KGS: _ployed Recruittd alKIuA __ ,;,;,:WIIIiIA __ MHI;;;A_....::;AB=S1m:::.;;,T/ ... T:o,:ERKIN==A:::;,;:rmm;;;. 

37 00 00 00 00 15 

ltHCu)SURE (1) 
•• ••• • •••• •• ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • •• • • • • • •• •• • • t •• •• t • • 

Page 16 of 29 Pages 8mREI' --
DECLASSIFIED 

, 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

Enemy Captured/Suspects Apprehended 01
00Enemy Killed

Weapons Recovered 03
Returnees 00
Caves/Tunnels Detected 03
Mines/Booby Traps Detected 01
Caches Discovered 00

(2) Additional statistics on Kit Carson Scouts employed by the
1st Marine Division are:

ABSENT/TERMINATEDNo of KCS: MIARecruitedEmployed WIAKIA

1500 0000 0037
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6. LOGISTICS 

a. General. During the period 1-14 April 1971, the G-4 section 
and cognizant staffs were busy preparing for redeployment of 
III MAF Headquarters to Okinawa. In addition, a major portion of 
the G-4 section effected establishment of counterpart assignments in 
anticipation of the activation of 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade. 
In the area of G-4 operations, the III MAF Real Estate/Base 
Developement Office, Redistribution Center, and Ordnance moved 
intact into new offices to service 3d MAB in its primary role of 
phasedown. III MAF Embarkation also moved intact to future 
3d MAB Headquarters. The above transfer of identical personnel 
and missions from III MAF to 3d MAB ensured continuity in the vital 
G-4 areas of Marine Corps redeployment from Vietnam. On 
14 April 1971 the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 departed Vietnam 
with a reduced staff to assume a new mission and responsibilities 
on Okinawa. 

b. G-4 

(1) Redistribution Program 

(a) The III MAF Redistribution Program terminated during 
the reporting period to continue as a function of 3d MAB. Present 
statistiv show that IIIMAF redistributed. 306,924 items at a 
value of approximately 42.1 million dollars since the program's 
inception. 

(b) Project 805 continued to show real progress during 
the reporting period. 98 items of equipment were offered for 
transfer to the Vietnamese armed forces and all were accepted. 
The dollar value of these transfers was $84,876.45. The cumula­
tive totals for equipment transferred under the program since 
30 June 1970 are 10,089 items offered and. 9,349 items accepted 
which reflects 93% acceptance rate and a dollar value of 3.2 
million. 

(2) Real Estate/Facilities 

(a) Transfer of the following real estate/facilities 
was effected during 1-14 April 1971: 

CANTONMENT NAME 

Hill 65 

MACG-18 

Hill 37N 

TRANSFERRED TO 

USA 

USAF 

ARVN 

12 April 1971 

10 April 1971 

13 April 1971 

(b) No additional real estate/ facilities were 
offered for tra~sfe~.during.~~i~"194~ · .. ..~... • •• ••••• •••• • • •• • 
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6. LOGISTICS

a. General. During the period 1-14 April 1971, the G-4 section

and cognizant staffs were busy preparing for redeployment of
III MAF Headquarters to Okinawa. In addition, a major portion of

the G-4 section effected establishment of counterpart assignments in

anticipation of the activation of 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade.
In the area of G-4 operations, the III MAF Real Estate/Base

Developement Office, Redistribution Center, and Ordnance moved

intact into new offices to service 3d MAB in its primary role of

phasedown. III MAF Embarkation also moved intact to future
3d MAB Headquarters. The above transfer of identical personnel
and missions from III MAF to 3d MAB ensured continuity in the vital

G-4 areas of Marine Corps redeployment from Vietnam. On
14 April 1971 the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 departed Vietnam

with a reduced staff to assume a new mission and responsibilities
on Okinawa.

b. G-4

(1) Redistribution Program

(a) The III MAF Redistribution Program terminated during

the reporting period to continue as a function of 3d MAB. Present

statistic show that III MAF redistributed 306,924 items at a

value of approximately 42.1 million dollars since the program's

inception.

(b) Project 805 continued to show real progress during
the reporting period. 98 items of equipment were offered for

transfer to the Vietnamese armed forces and all were accepted.
The dollar value of these transfers was $84,876.45. The cumula-

tive totals for equipment transferred under the program since

30 June 1970 are 10,089 items offered and 9,349 items accepted

which reflects 93% acceptance rate and a dollar value of 3.2

million.

(2) Real Estate/Facilities

(a) Transfer of the following real estate/facilities

was effected during 1-14 April 1971:

DATETRANSFERRED TOCANTONMENT NAME

12 April 1971USAHill 65

10 April 1971USAFMACG-18

13 April 1971ARVNHill 37N

(b) No additional real estate/ facilities were

offered for transfer.
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(3) Airlifts 

(a) Marine Corps intra-Republic of Vietnam passenger 

and cargo airlift data was not available for the reporting 

period. 

(b) Personnel flown out of the Republic of Vietnam 

in connection with permanent change of station orders totalled 

1,897 for the reporting period. 

(4) Ordnance 

(a) The regular meE!ting of the Joint .Almnunition 

Resources Board (JARB) was hE!ld in Saigon during the reporting 

period. As a result of this JARB meeting 212 short tons 

($231,904.00) and 180 short tions ($316,143.00) of ground 

"" ammunition were transfer,.ed tel U. s. krrrry and Vietnamese forces 

respectively. 

(b) During the reporting period, telephone calls 

to MACV, USARV, and ARVN resulted in the transfer of further 

ground ammunition to U. S. Arrrry, U. S. Air Force, and ARVN forces. 

Total tonnage transfered was 50 short tons valued at approximately 

$91,570.00. 

c. Embarkation Summary. During the period 1-14 April 1971, three 

amphibious ships were loaded and departed for the United States 

and Japan, with stop-pvers on Okinawa and at Hawaii~in connection 

with Embarkation Units VI, VIII, and IX of Keystone Robin.(Charlie). 

d. Engineer Summary 

(1) Force Engineers continue to support III MAF in MR-l 

by maintaining 34.2 miles of road. Additionally, Force Engineers 

supplied mine sweep teams for 5.1 miles of HL-545. Force 

Engineers and NMCB-3 completed LTL-4 East during the reporting 

period. 

(2) Force Engineers continued the dismantling and retrograde 

of 26 Butler buildings. To date 19 buildings have been dis­

mantled and 15 shipped. 

e. Dental Summary - Statisti~s regarding the number of dental 

treatments provided by III MAF dental detachments during 1-14 

April 1971 are not available. Due to redeployment, treatment 

of Vietnamese in connection with the Dental Civic Action Program 

was reduced from a dail.y/weE!kly service at nine facilities . to 

service at seven f~cilities. 

.. .-. . .... .. . .. 
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(3) Airlifts

(a) Marine Corps intra-Republic of Vietnam passenger

and cargo airlift data was not available for the reporting

period.

(b) Personnel flown out of the Republic of Vietnam

in connection with permanent change of station orders totalled

1,897 for the reporting period.

(4) Ordnance

(a) The regular meeting of the Joint Ammunition

Resources Board (JARB) was held in Saigon during the reporting

period. As a result of this JARB meeting 212 short tons

($231,904.00) and 180 short tons ($316,143.00) of ground
ammunition were transfered to U. S. Army and Vietnamese forces

respectively.

(b) During the reporting period, telephone calls

to MACV, USARV, and ARVN resulted in the transfer of further

ground ammunition to U. S. Army, U. S. Air Force, and ARVN forces.

Total tonnage transfered was 50 short tons valued at approximately

$91,570.00.

C. Embarkation Summary. During the period 1-14 April 1971, three

amphibious ships were loaded and departed for the United States

and Japan, with stop_overs on Okinawa and at Hawaii connection

with Embarkation Units VI, VIII, and IX of Keystone Robin (Charlie).

d. Engineer Summary

(1) Force Engineers continue to support III MAF in MR-1

by maintaining 34.2 miles of road. Additionally, Force Engineers

supplied mine sweep teams for 5.1 miles of HL-545. Force

Engineers and NMCB-3 completed LTL-4 East during the reporting

period.

(2) Force Engineers continued the dismantling and retrograde

of 26 Butler buildings. To date 19 buildings have been dis-

mantled and 15 shipped.

e. Dental Summary - Statistic_s regarding the number of dental

treatments provided by III MAF dental detachments during 1-14

April 1971 are not available. Due to redeployment, treatment

of Vietnamese in connection with the Dental Civic Action Program

was reduced from a daily/weekly service at nine facilities to

service at seven facilities.
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• f. Medical Summary 

(a) Redeployment planning and firming of the organizational 
and personnel Medical structure of 3d MAB highlighted the medical 
administrative effort for the reporting period. 

(b) The USS Sanctuary operated in Vietnam waters throughout 
the period 1-14 April 1971. 

(c) During the period 1-10 April, the total average patient 
load for the 1st Medical Battalion was 31, with a total of 89 
admitted and 42 evacuated out of country. 

(d) There were eight malaria cases for the period 1-10 April. 

(e) Information concerning III MAP inpatient treatment 
facilities during 1-10 April follows: 

UNIT Aum BEDS ACT BEDS AUG CENSUS II; OCCUPIED 

Medical Battalion 60 60 31 52% 

USS Sanctuary Not Available 

g. Chronological Listing of Highlights for 1-14 April 1971 

1971 

1 Apr 

1 Apr 

1 Apr 

2 Apr 

6-8 Apr 

7 Apr 

8 Apr 

Transfer of 392 short tons of Class V(W) ordnance to 
U. S. Army and ARVN forces. 

USS Duluth (LPD-6) completed loading Emb Unit VI and 
sailed for CONUS. 

Ordnance Officer in attendance at Joint Ammunition 
Resources Board Meeting in Saigon. 

Force Engineers and NMCB-3 completed road work on 
LTL-4 East 

USS Charleston (LKA-113) loaded Emb Unit VIII and 
FLC cargo and sailed for CONUS via Okinawa and 
Hawaii 

An emergency loan of 40 each, lOSmm Blank ordnance was 
received from USARV for change of command ceremony on 
14 April 1971 

Transfer of 50 short tons of Class V(W) ordnance to 
U. S. Air Force, U. S. Army, and ARVN 

•• ••• • •••• " • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • • •• • • • • • •• •• ~age"r9 •• .~ . of _9_ Pages Enclosure (1) 
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f. Medical Summary

(a) Redeployment planning and firming of the organizational
and personnel Medical structure of 3d MAB highlighted the medical
administrative effort for the reporting period.

(b) The USS Sanctuary operated in Vietnam waters throughout
the period 1-14 April 1971.

(c) During the period 1-10 April, the total average patient
load for the 1st Medical Battalion was 31, with a total of 89
admitted and 42 evacuated out of country.

(d) There were eight malaria cases for the period 1-10 April.

(e) Information concerning III MAF inpatient treatment
facilities during 1-10 April follows:

ACT BEDS AUG CENSUS % OCCUPIEDAUTH BEDSUNIT

52%60 31Medical Battalion 60

Not AvailableUSS Sanctuary

g. Chronological Listing of Highlights for 1-14 April 1971

1971

Transfer of 392 short tons of Class (W) ordnance to1 Apr
U. S. Army and ARVN forces.

USS Duluth (LPD-6) completed loading Emb Unit VI and1 Apr
sailed for CONUS.

Ordnance Officer in attendance at Joint Ammunition1 Apr
Resources Board Meeting in Saigon.

Force Engineers and NMCB-3 completed road work on2 Apr
LTL-4 East

USS Charleston (LKA-113) loaded Emb Unit VIII and6-8 Apr
FLC cargo and sailed for CONUS via Okinawa and
Hawaii

An emergency loan of 40 each, 105mm Blank ordnance was7 Apr
received from USARV for change of command ceremony on
14 April 1971

Transfer of 50 short tons of Class (W) ordnance to8 Apr
U. S. Air Force, U. S. Army, and ARVN
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9 Apr 

10 Apr 

12 Apr 

13 Apr 

\ 
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USS Washtenaw CTY (LS1'-1166) loaded Emb Unit Ix 
and sailed for Iwakuni, Japan 

Transfer of MACG-18 facility to the U.S. Air Force 

'T'ransfer of Hill 65 to the Army. 

'T'ransfer of Rill 37 North to ARVN. 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• 
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USS Washtenaw CTY (LST-1166) loaded Emb Unit Ix9 Apr
and sailed for Iwakuni, Japan

Transfer of MACG-18 facility to the U.S. Air Force10 Apr

Transfer of Hill 65 to the Army.12 Apr

Transfer of Hill 37 North to ARVN.13 Apr
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7. OOlUlTROLLER 

a. S1~if1C811t events for 1-14 APril. There were no significant events 
for the per od 1-14 APril. 

•• • • • • , .. 
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7. COMPTROLLER

Significant events for 1-14 April. There were no significant eventsa.

for the period 1-14 April.
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8, CIVIL AFFAIRS 

a. Objectives. The basic objectives of the III Marine 
Amphibious Force Civil Affairs Program remains the same. 
Emphasis during this reporting period has been on the order-
ly turnover of the program to the 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade. 

b. Civic Action Statistics 

(1) Cost of supplies contributed from military resources for 
Civic Action Projects (does not include cost of commodities 
obtained from USAID, CORDS, CRS and like organizations): 
$VN 966,774 

(2) Expenditures from US /FVJMAF Civic Action/PSYWAR Fund; 
$VN 0 

Application has been made to turnover AIK Fund, Account Number 
315, administered by the 1st Marine Division to the 3d Marine 
Amphibious Brigade, AIK Fund, account Number 334, administered 
by the 1st Marine Air Wing has been terminated and AIK Fund, 
Account Number 322, will continue to be administered by the 
Force Logistic Command under the supervision of the 3d Marine 
Amphibious Brigade. 

(3) Major Civic Action Programs: 
Man-days 

(IO-hi' dals) 

a. Economic Development 77 

b. Education 73 

c. Social Welfare 245.5 

d. Trans po rt at i on 31. 5 

e. Refugee Assistance Support 77 

(4) Number of separate institutions supported 
reporting period: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Schools 23 

Orphanages 7 

Hospitals/Dispensaries 4 

Others 2 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • •• • •••• • •• ••••• ...,.. • • • A • 
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$VN 

52,120 

54,280 

808,294 

52 ,080 

676,889 

during the 
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8. CIVIL AFFAIRS

a. Objectives. The basic objectives of the III Marine
Amphibious Force Civil Affairs Program remains the same.
Emphasis during this reporting period has been on the order-
ly turnover of the program to the 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade.

b. Civic Action Statistics

(1) Cost of supplies contributed from military resources for
Civic Action Projects (does not include cost of commodities
obtained from USAID, CORDS, CRS and like organizations)
$VN 966,774

(2) Expenditures from US/FWMAF Civic Action/PSYWAR Fund:
$VN 0

Application has been made to turnover AIK Fund, Account Number
315, administered by the 1st Marine Division to the 3d Marine
Amphibious Brigade, AIK Fund, account Number 334, administered

by the 1st Marine Air Wing has been terminated and AIK Fund,
Account Number 322, will continue to be administered by the
Force Logistic Command under the supervision of the 3d Marine

Amphibious Brigade.

(3) Major Civic Action Programs :
Man-days

$VN(10-hr days)

52,12077a. Economic Development

54,28073b. Education

808,294245.5C. Social Welfare

52,08031.5d. Transportation

676,88977e. Refugee Assistance Support

(4) Number of separate institutions supported during the

reporting period:

23a. Schools

7b. Orphanages

4C. Hospitals/Dispensaries

2d. Others
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(5) MEDCAP-DENTAL 

Number of 
( a) Treatments Patients 

Medical 
Resulting from Non-Hostile Action 2650 
Immunizations 0 

Dental 112 

Total 2762 

(b) Number of Vietnamese Health Workers Trained: 13 

c. Civic Action Projects. The following is a high­
light of significant civic action projects conducted dur­
ing the period of 1-14 April 1971: 

Units of III MAF have completed all civic action 
projects prior to standdown with the exception of a village 
office in Tau Luu which is approximately 70% complete. 

(6) Selected civic action projects having particular human 
interest appeal: 

LtCol. ROSENFELT Commanding Officer of 11th Motor 
Transport Bn. presented $500.00 to the China Beach Protestant 
Orphanage and $221.00 to World Vision, Inc. The funds were 
volunteer contributions from the Officers and men of the Bn. 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • • • • ••• • •• 
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(5) MEDCAP-DENTAL
Number of

(a) Treatments Patients

Medical
Resulting from Non-Hostile Action 2650
Immunizations 0

Dental 112

2762Total

(b) Number of Vietnamese Health Workers Trained: 13

C. Civic Action Projects. The following is a high-
light of significant civic action projects conducted dur-
ing the period of 1-14 April 1971:

Units of III MAF have completed all civic action
projects prior to standdown with the exception of a village
office in Tau Luu which is approximately 70% complete.

(6) Selected civic action projects having particular human
interest appeal:

LtCol. ROSENFELT, Commanding Officer of 11th Motor
Transport Bn. presented $500.00 to the China Beach Protestant
Orphanage and $221.00 to World Vision, Inc. The funds were
volunteer contributions from the Officers and men of the Bn.
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9. PSICOOLOGlCAL WARFARE OPERATIONS . . ......... 

a. Chi.u Hoi PrograJn 

roTE AVA HOI-MIL vms 
DA NBG CITY 
~UANG HAM I' r o 1 1 o o o o 
15111 f o 1 o 1 

b. C-Pii&n SUPi0rt. Figures for campaign support are not available; 
however, the UN or .an.ts and aerial and ground. broadcasts in support 
of III Marine Amphibious Force operations continued as in past months. 

c. HarratJ.ve SU!!I!ll8!jf'. During the period 1-14 April 1911, III Marine 
Amphibious Foroe units continued to employ all forms of PSlOP support. 
PBO-GVN and ANTI-vC/NVA themes continued to dQainate caapaign lupport 
activities in lupport of redeplo,ment of certain III Karina Amphibious 
Force units. These theIIes stress the pOints that redeplo;yment 1s a joint 
decision made by the US and the GiN and that redeplO7lftent is poslilible 
because of the strength and effectiveness of the GU and the RVNAF. As 
the s.t-annual harvest of rice began in Quang HUl Province in early April, 
increased PSIOP activity was directed at den11ng ric., as well al other 
logistic resources, to the e!lIIII1'. Face-to-face aotivities such as MmCAPSI 
DENTCA.PS and civic action projects continued to pl..,.. an 1JIlportant, d&y'-to­
daT role in the activities ot the III Marine Amphibious Force. 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • •• • •••• • •• ••••• 
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9. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE OPERATIONS

a. Chieu Hoi Program

NON-MIL WPNSVCTOTAL NVAPROVINCE
0 111QUANG NAM 0

O 00 0DA NANG CITY 0
1011 0TOTAL

b. Campaign Support. Figures for campaign support are not available;
however, the use of leaflets and aerial and ground broadcasts in support
of III Marine Amphibious Force operations continued as in past months.

C. Narrative Summary. During the period 1-24 April 1971, III Marine

Amphibious Force units continued to employ all forms of PSYOP support.
PRO-GVN and ANTI-VC/NVA themes continued to dominate campaign support
activities in support of redeployment of certain III Marine Amphibious
Force units. These themes stress the points that redeployment is a joint
decision made by the US and the GVN and that redeployment is possible
because of the strength and effectiveness of the GVN and the RVNAF. As
the semi-annual harvest of rice began in Quang Nam Province in early April,
increased PSYOP activity was directed at denying rice, as well as other
logistic resources, to the enemy. Face-to-face activities such as MEDCAPS/
DENTCAPS and civic action projects continued to play an important, day-to-
day role in the activities of the III Marine Amphibious Force.
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100 Communications 

a. Combat Operations Center Communioations traffio 
during the period 1 - 14 April 1971: 

Teletll2e March AE:rll Inorease Deorease 

Inooming 3860 1270 0 1,90 

Outgoing 212 220 8 0 

Total 4072 1490 0 1,90 

Radio 

Inooming/Outgoing 0 

b. Headquarters, III MAF message traffic originated: 

Maroh 13 

April 1 

Deorease 12 

o. 7 Apr - MGySgt LATTIN gave final brief on oommuni­
cation continuation/pbasedown at the last III MAF (RVN) 
monthly SgtMaj oonference. 

d. 9 Apr - Last NESTOR Report submitted to MACV. 

e. 9 Apr - LCpl MEIER received a meritorious mast from 
the Headquarters Commandant. 

f. 10 Apr- LtCol SLAWTER, DACofS, G-b, transfered to 
3d MAE. 

g. 12 Apr- Col WILLIS, ACofS, G-6, attended the Senior 
Communioations Offioer Conference at MACV, Jb in Saigon, RVN. 

h. 13 Apr- MGySgt LATTIN, III MAF CommCbf and Sgt 
FRANKLIN, AdmChf transfered to 3d MAB. 

1. 14 Apr- Cirouit #XP,G (A-Route), MACV oritioal, re­
routed from III MAF COC to 3d MAB COC. 

j. 14 Apr- Cirouit XP5L (A-Route), MACV oritical, re­
routed from III MAF COC to 3d MAB COCo 

k. 14 Apr- Circuit 00405, MACV critical, deaotivated. 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • •• • •••• , " ..... .... . , ,., 
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10. Communications

a. Combat Operations Center Communications traffic
during the period 1 - 14 April 1971:

Teletype March April Increase Decrease

3860Incoming 1270 15900

Outgoing 8212 220 o

Total 4072 1490 o 1590

Radio

Incoming/Outgoing 0

b. Headquarters, III MAF message traffic originated:

March 13

April 1

12Decrease

C. 7 Apr - MGySgt LATTIN gave final brief on communi-
cation continuation/phasedown at the last III MAF (RVN)
monthly SgtMaj conference.

d. 9 Apr - Last NESTOR Report submitted to MACV.

e. 9 Apr - LCpl MEIER received a meritorious mast from
the Headquarters Commandant.

f. 10 Apr- LtCol SLAWTER, DACofS, G-6, transfered to
3d MAB.

g. 12 Apr- Col WILLIS, ACofS, G-6, attended the Senior
Communications Officer Conference at MACV, J6 in Saigon, RVN.

h. 13 Apr- MGySgt LATTIN, III MAF CommChf and Sgt
FRANKLIN, AdmChf transfered to 3d MAB.

i. 14 Apr- Circuit #XP5G (A-Route), MACV critical, re-
routed from III MAF COC to 3d MAB COC.

j. 14 Apr- Circuit XP5L (A-Route),- MACV critical, re-
routed from III MAF COC to 3d MAB COC.

k. 14 Apr- Circuit 00405, MACV critical, deactivated.
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1. 14 Apr- Circuit 00406, MACV critical, deactivated. 

m. 14 Apr- Col WILLIS, ACofS, G-b departed for CONUS. 

n. 14 Apr- CW02 WATTS, CommSptCo LnO/Systems Control 
Officer, G-6 Section, relocated with 3d MAB, G-b section. 

o. 14 Apr- LCp1 MEIER, Driver, G-b Sect, relocated to 
CommSptCo., 7th Communication Battalion. 

p. 21 Apr- Maj DONEHOWER, EngrPlansO, G-6 transfered 
to III MAF (Okinawa). Time delay is to monitor the close 
out of III MAF COC and packaging/shipping of the AN/TGC-37. 

q. This is the final III MAF, G-6 (RVN) Co~nd Chro­
nology submitted. 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • •• • •••• • •• ••••• •••• • • •• • 
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1. 14 Apr- Circuit 00406, MACV critical, deactivated.

m. 14 Apr- Col WILLIS, ACofS, G-6 departed for CONUS.

n. 14 Apr- CW02 WATTS, CommSptCo Lno/Systems Control
Officer, G-6 Section, relocated with 3d MAB, G-6 Section.

O. 14 Apr- LCpl MEIER, Driver, G-6 Sect, relocated to
CommSptCo., 7th Communication Battalion.

p. 21 Apr- Maj DO NEHOWER, EngrPlans0, G-6 transfered
III MAF (Okinawa). Time delay is to monitor the closeto

out of III MAF COC and packaging/shipping of the AN/TGC-37.

9. This is the final III MAF, G-6 (RVN) Command Chro-
nology submitted.
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a. BACKGROUND. During the'pe~iod 1-14 April the Force Public Affairs 

Office provided escorts to accompany newsmen in newS gathering assignments 

covering Military Region 1 ground and air operations, civic action and CAP 

Program. 

b. MOTOR TRANSPORT. Only OM tactica.l vehicle ~s on hand at the Public: 

Affairs Office. 

TYPE 
:~-151 

VEHICLE 
357720 

STATUS 
PAO 

Another jeep is in use at the Da Nang Air Base, Press Operations by the 

Marine Liaison Officer. 

TYPE 
M-151 

VEHICLE 

357146 

STATUS 
PAO 

c. ~. Press copies of the April 2 t'.nd Anrj 1 9 issues of the SEA 

TIGER are enclosed. 

d. STAFF VISITS. The following is a list of staff visits ma.de by the 

Force Public Affa.irs Officer dur1 ng the perj od 1-14 'mril 1971. 

2 AprH 1971 - Force Public Affairs Officer vis! ted Grand Hotel to distri­

bute releases on units standinu dNm. 

6-9 Apr 1971 - Force Public Affairs Officer rnn.de lia~ son visit ..,Uh MACOr 

~the ma.1or news agencies in :::;ni~on, relativE' to Activation 

end Redeployment Ceremony . 
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a. BACKGROUND. During the period 1-14 April the Force Public Affairs

Office provided
escorts to accompany newsmen in news gathering assignments

covering Military Region 1 ground and air operations, civic action and CAP

Program.

b. MOTOR TRANSPORT. Only one tactical vehicle is on hand at the Public

Affairs Office. STATUS
VEHICLE PAO
357720TYPE

M-151

Another jeep is in use at the Da Nang Air Base, Press Operations by the

Marine Liaison Officer.
STATUS

VEHICLE PAO
357146TYPE

M-151

C. PRESS. Press copies of the April 2 and April 9 issues of the SEA

TIGER are enclosed.

d. STAFF VISITS. The following is a list of staff visits made by the

Force Public Affairs Officer during the period 1-14 April 1971.

2 April 1971 - Force Public Affairs Officer visited Grand Hotel to distri-

bute releases on units standing down.

6-9 Apr 1971 - Force Public Affairs Officer made liaison visit with MACOI

and the major news agencies
in Saigon, relative to Activation

and Redeployment Ceremony.
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1? OlI ~OJOLOGY (J}' 'lIP VISIT;) 

llC:)LOJI(:.::Y, .n., .. '" r. Congrcssn:m/U-CA (Civ) Con{~rc:J:lm"n 

.. 
• • • • ••• • •• 
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12. CILOROLOGY OF VIP VISITS

BILL Trink/SERVICENAMEDATE

NICOLOSKEY, R.,P.M. Congressnan/R-CA (Civ) Congressmon10Apr71

28.° 0f' 29Page. Enclosure (1)Pages
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3. FRIE!IDLY CASUALTIES SUSTf.INED 

a. III!1AF CASUALTIES 

(1) Battle 

lli! !i.!! 
USl"JC USN USHC USN 

10 o 145 7 

(2) Non.Battle 

DEATHS 

2 o 

DOU -
USMC USN 

1 o 

ILL/INJ 

606 34 

h. NmmER OF COURTS.MARTIAL TRIED: 

SPECIAL 

GENERAL 

27 

40 

7 

!!.!A 
USMC USN 

1 o 

c. SHORT TONS OF MAIL SENT A~ECEIVEp BY III MAr: 

SENT 53 

RECEIVED 251 

9 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

DECLASSIFIED

3. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

III MAF CASUALTIESa.

(1) Battle

DOW MIAWIAKIA

USMC USNUSMC USNUSMC USNUSMC USN

00145 7o 1110

(2) Non-Battle

ILL/INJDEATHS

606 34o2

b. NUMBER OF COURTS-MARTIAL TRIED:

27SUMMARY

40SPECIAL

7GENERAL

c. SHORT TONS OF MAIL SENT AND RECEIVED BY III MAF :

53SENT

251RECEIVED
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PART IV 

SUPPORTING OOCUMENTS 

• 
1. ~AprU 2, 1971 and April 9, 19n editions, III Marine Amphibious Force 
Newspaper, Sea T1aer. ,f~"." I",{, (--<-C .. ,,,/ "'/ FtV .\1'..(1":,, ........... / 

-~ , I 

2. v III Marine Amphibious Force, Activation and Redeployment Ceremony, 
14 April 1971, Program of EYents and Historical Review. 
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PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1. April 2, 1971 and April 9, 1971 editions, III Marine Amphibious Force

Newspaper, Sea Tiger. Revio used. IN

2. III Marine Amphibious Force, Activation and Redeployment Ceremony,
14 April 1971, Program of Events and Historical Review.
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GROUND
AIR

FORCE
AMPHIBIOUS

END OF AN ERA

FORCULOGISTIC

COPIAS

1965
-

1971

SUSTINIMUS

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
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m MARINE A/~PHIBIOUS FORCE 

ACTIVATION AND RE:DEPLOYMENT CEREMONY 
11 AI'IIIL 1971 

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

1\\).J1ITI\N'1 's CI\I.I. 

SOII"j1) OF1,' 

(WF1U:IlS Cl-:NTI<1l 

I'IlJt:SI<:"j'IXIION OF COl ,OilS 

1I(J'WIlS TO I ,1l':ITI<:"j,\rI'I e,I':NI':Il;\I, 1l0111':IlTSON 

;\CTI\.i\'11(JN ew :~c1 \lAH1\J1<: MII'JJII~IOlIS BIlILA])I': 

III MAIlINI': AMI'IIIBIOlIS FOllel-; IINITS 

•• ••• • •••• •• • •• • •• • •••• • •• ••••• •••• • • ••• • ••• •••• •• 
•• • •••• •• II • 
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I 

DECLASSIFIED

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

ACTIVATION AND REDEPLOYMENT CEREMONY

14 APRIL 1971

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

ATTENTION

ADJUTANT'S CALL

SOUND OFF

OFFICERS CENTER

PRESENTATION OF COLORS

HONORS TO LIEUTENANT GENERAL ROBERTSON

ACTIVATION OF 3d MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE

REDEPLOYMENT AND REASSIGNMENT OF

III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE UNITS

NATIONAL ANTHEM

REMARKS

PASS IN REVIEW

ST2001

DECLASSIFIED
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COMIIANDING GfNERAL 

Lt. Gen. Donn J. Robenson 
CC 

1970-

1.1. C"II.lloIIII ,I, l!ol,,'rls()11 "SSIIIII.,d 
c'o""""lId of II", 111 ~l"ril'" Alllphi"iolls 
1·'Of('(· 011 I)<'('\'lllllt'r ~~1" 197() ulld WU0 

("oncurrcllt 1)' pnnlltd (·d to Ilis Ill'('St'1I1 

r"nk. 
(;"11. Hol",rlsoll, who 1''''"I,t! II, .. 'I,,,,} 

<:ross 011 1\\'(1 ,jilll;l1 \\'<lS !1()11I ~('pl('IHhi'r 

Il, IIJI(" ill \\illo,\ Cil)', \Jonll ILlkol", 
"wI .. olllj,JI'I"t! hi~1t s('l,ool ill ~liItOI, 
'Iorlll IL,kol'l ill 111:\,1. I" IIJ:W I", ~,l"d­

Ilalt't! frolll lit .. IllIivI'rsil), of Nonll Ilakola 
wllf'rt, IIf' (';lpliliIH"! 111(' 1~<I-.;l(·lhClII sqll<lcl 

in his S{'lIio]' YI':lr. Sholtly nfl/'J' gl'illl­
L1i1t iOIl III' l'I'siv,tlt',! (III l\rl1l)' r('~-){'rv(' ('()1l1~ 

IlIis ..... ioll dlnl Wi!:-" t lIlllllli~~i()lI('d it ~I.Hil)(, 

SI'('ollll Ii 1'111 1'II<tnl ill ,lui} IIJ:W, 
I\fll'r alll'lIdill[' Ba-;i,' ~1'1,ool 'II II", 

l'itiL,d"lloI,i" N,,,y Ymd II. !lolll'rlsoll's 
fir:-;I tllIl) ilS:-.iVI111H'ld W;dS \\ ilh tlu' ~lal'jl)(' 

Ilcl'lI it 1111'111 ,ti,o"rd III.. \i~~ WI':~'j' 
\'IIlCINI·\. 110- tlII'1I "",(\'I'd 'IS" 1'01111'''11), 
"ffil'.'r 'I lid divisioll adjulanl "ilit I it I' 
:'d ~Ialill" Ilivisioll frolll Aligusl ICJ1,O 10 
~lar('h 19·12. lit, was pl()1tloll'd 10 iirsl 

li('ult'Ilillit ill AlIgllst I ()tl ,tlul to ('''plaill 

ill Vl,brlldl y 1 C)I,~, 

I,'ulluwillf~ III<' ulIll"""k of \\u,ld lI'ill 
II, Capl. 1l0loc'ns"11 was !\djIlLIIII of 11tC' 
SCilnoall I)(,fr·tht' I<or/·t' f(1I I]{'<lriy two 

y(·'~I'S. 1)lIl'inV tllis <lssiglllll<,'111 lip wns 

prOIl«lit'" 10 111"jor ill ~l"rl'lt I'll:\. BI'IIIrIl­
ilq-; 10 tilt' lillitt'd Slill('~ tI((' follovvillf.; 
~1"I('h III' ulll,,,tI,'d IIII' ,-)11t COllllll<11,,1 ,nlll 
~I"rf COllr';I' ill \t.llilll' Corps ~ .. hooJ,.;, 

m:MAF 
()uanl iI''', Virgin ia, llnl il .I lillI' IlJ11, wht'lt 
h,' joilll,d Ill!' "ill ~1<lrilll' flivisioll prior 

10 "IlIIO:llking a[:ailt for IIIC' I'ac'ific arC'a 
Ihal ~"I'I(,IIl],('r. Tltl' followinf-l llIonlh hI' 
was prolllot('d 10 11Pulf'llanl (·oloJ){'1. 

As Cnllllllallllillg Offic('r 
Ballaliol1, :~7Ih ~laril1l's, 

nf [1iC' :lei 
I.t. Col. 

Boh('rtsoll I'(ll'ticipilicd ill ti)(' 1wo Jillia 
("lllIl'aigll ,till] was Hwwdpd the Navy 
Cross for c'xilaordillary h"roislll ill 
I,,'rsollally i"'''l'irillf! Itis lll('n, who Ilad 
1",,," pinlll'd down I,y h",lvy firl', 10 all<lI'k 
"ltd sci)\,' a Itr'avil) forlifi,'d hill. I,al('r, 
Ill' ntlli"d hi,~ dl'l'lo-["d unils for dd"IIS(' 
of ill!' posilioll, [h('l1 diw('Il,rI lit" a('liol1 
to r('PIJI~I' ,\ s110llg ('Olllli('ralli.l('k, alld 

)'t'III'lillC,d throllglloul lit(, nip;ht HI IIJI' 

frolll IiI,,'" c'oll>,olidalillg 11.1' 1''';'' il ion, 
1,1. C"I. 1I"llI'llsol' Was lal('r lIillll1'd 

11 "gilll('llIal 1:"'I'lIli,,' Officc'r of illI' 271it 
~larilll's Hnd sl'rv"d wilh Ih., 11Ilii ill lit" 
O('('lIll<llioll of .Iapall IIl1lil DC'C'C'III"c'r 19,1,;, 
wlH'1\ 1((' wa~ ,;ppoinl('d I':,,'cill iv .. Offil"'l 
of lit .. , I-:ighlh ~('Ivi(',' 11('l'il11"III. H('IIIrIl­
illf! 10 Ih(, IIl1il .. 1I :'Ial"~ ill ~lay 11J1,r), h,' 
11('('alll(' COllllllandillp; Offi('/'I (If the' 
~larill(' Bal'racks" 'laval Air Sial ion, Sail 
Diego. Tlli11 ~(lv('nd)('r II(' wa~ IHIJlwd 

C I of ill!' :It! ~lariltl, Ilrig,,,I., al CalliI' 
1'[,lIdl('IOII, alld L'li'r lJloV!'c1 1I]l10 (;. I (If 
Ill(' lSI \1'lrilll' iJivi"ioll, !'I'llia illill~ ill 
11,<11 I''',~I 11111 il ~Iar('h I CJ1,B \Vhell Ill' was 
as Offi,"" ill CII<Il'[.:" of til(' 1<:l1lisl('d 
fl"lailll,,"1<'1t. 

III ,lUll" 1<):,1 IIC' WaS assiglll'd as 
LX("'III iV'C' (lffic'C'r allil lall'l Conullandillg 
(lffil'''1 of ~lalil1" ilill'l'acks, (;lIalllalulIllo 
Bay, Cllloa. H"lllI'lIillg 10 II", llllil('c1 
~Ial"s "fl['r Iwo y"als ill Cuba I", COIlI­
I'ir-Ir'd 1111' SCllior' S .. hool al ()wlTtli('o ill 
,111111' ICJ:>1" a 1111 "hil" al (l1""llic'o was 
pr(Jlllol "d 10 '0 IOIl"1, 

III (klol"'1 ICJ:,1" Col. Hob",lsolI 
joilll'd IllI' 1,.,1 ~Iarin(' Division in Korl'a 
i:l,'-; S<'uiol' /\dvi~()r to tIl<' Korean ~lal'ill(' 

Cor!,s, lie w",.., "W«I'd"d II", K()f('all 
1III'iti Ilisl inguisl,,'d ~lililary S"lvil'I' 
~1r-t!al wilh ,.,ilvl'l' ,'1m for s('rvi('c' ill Ihis 
.. apa .. ily. 011 his ]'I'lllrtl 10 Ih .. liIlil.,,, 
Stilt(·S ill S('jl\('IIlII('r 10:):), hc' Iwad(·d lite' 

I'LlIIs Br<Il\('it of i111' (;.:l Ilivision ill 
Ilr-ad'lll<ll'!r'r" ~larilll' COlI'S Illilil ,1UII(' 
I CJ:,B, II,' littell ,;"lvl'<I as (;-:l of f<'1c('1 

was proIllotpd to brip;acli(,J' gt'llf'ral }\ugllst 
:lO,I%:l, 

(;(,11, Bob"r\:-;oll :-;"I'VI't! for Iwo YC'illS 
as (:ollllllHlIding C(,JH'raJ, 11'or('(" Troops, 
1'11'('1 ~Iminc' Forl'(', AILlllli,', Calltp 
I.('j"ltlll', NOrlh Carolilla. III ~"I'I"rnbl'r 
I CJ(,:;, IIf' 1"'l'wlI" Il.-plll)' Fiscill Ilir .. I'lOI 

of Ill(' Marin., Corps. l'or s('rviC'(' in II, is 
('ap:Jcity lIP \-vas ,nvalded tilt' \J<lvy COIII-' 

wenda! jOll ~l('d~d. 11(, was prollloted to 

tIl(" l'iltlk of IIIi:ljor g('lH'ral OJI ~la>' f), 19(17 
and a""igllC'<I dUly as COlllln<tl1t1 ing (;"11'" 

ral, lsi ~laril'" Ilivisillll, 1,1""1 ~laril!(' 

ForI (', in till' Bt']llrldi(' of \ i(·tnalll whert' 

III' sl'rVl'" 11111 i I ,]11111' I CJ(,I!. Vor s"rvli',' 
ill Ihis 1'''I'<tl'ily II!' ""lIl1'd i1]!' Ilisliu­

'P' i"it,,01 ~"'vi('(' ~kda 1. 
IlpoJI his reiHl'll to Lht' Iluit('d ~lilt('S, 

(;('11. Hob['rlsllll S"I \I'd flll' Iwo YI"aI'S 'IS 
COIIIIII<ll1(1 ing C('lIl'l'<ti, ~Iarillc' c: orps Bil';", 
Cailip P(,lldJ('loIl, CCllifornia, with addi­
lional duly a" COIlIlIl"ndilig (;1'111'1',,1, 'l,tlt 
~I<lfill(' })ivisioll IIl'ild'l"ill'l('r~ l'Iul'll'us 
froJII ,]uly I CJC>fl unlil .Iuly I CJ70, <!l1I1 as 
COHlIllHndillg (;('!h'I'HI, .[)th ~Ial'illl' Ilivj­

sioll (. ) (H('ill), for Ilm'l' ",olllhs (~lay­

Allf! I CJ(,CJ), lit- "iI" "l'l'oinl .. oI Din'I'I:)r, 
~1"I';n(' (:Ol'jIS Hc'sc'rvc', lI()MC, in S"pll'lll­
I>('!', 1971l, Whil" s('ryillg ill his )1osiliclIl, 
ht· W;1'-' IHlIniIlatf,d f{)r tllI'PI' ~tar rallk to 

,.,,'I'If" as COlltlllallllillf! (;1'1I(,l'al, III ~laI';lI(, 

AIlI)1hii>iolls 1,'01 'T. 
., "olllpirl(' lisl of his Ill!'duls <1l1d 

d{·coriitioIl.,-, ill('llId(,s: lit<, N<lvyeros.,"" 

lit" Ilist illguisl",d ~.'rvi.,(, ~kd"l, i1", 
1,I'p:ion oj ~kl ii, ill!' Navy C:OIllIII!'llilillion, 
~1r-dill, lit" I'l'I'sid,'nli<1l IllIil (:ilill ion 
wilh OIlC' I>lollZC' S"II' lit,' Al!lI'ri,'an 
1)<-1"'lls,' S,'rvi('(' ~kdal willi I!a'", "lasp, 
lit(, Asial ;(,-I',wifi.. (:<1llll'aif,;11 ~\1t,dal 

IV il h OU,' Ill'IlIIz,' sl iII', II,I' World Wllr II 
Vi .. I"I)' ~"'d<1l, til<' N"vy O('('ul'<llion 
,.,C'r\,;('.' ~kd<11 wilh Asi'l ,.I<1s)1, Ihc' 
!\I,II illl'" I Il..!'I'II,.,,' ~''I'vi,·(' ~1t-dal wilh 0111' 
brollz(' stUI', 1111' \' i('III<1111 S('rvi('~' ~l('d<t1 

wilh foul' hrollY,,' sims, III<' KOl'eilll Illc,hi 
lJislilll'lIi,.dl!'d ~lililary SI'lvi,.' \1<-d,,1 
W;Ii> s;lv.', Sid', til!' N"I jOlla I Ordl'r [0 

\ jpll1;llIl, ,'dh c:lttss,tll(' Vil'llIalllt'.'-.(' Anll)' 

IJ isl illglli,dll'd S.'rvi('" Ord"l, lsi (: lass, 

Ill!' \,i['lwIIIII'';(' Cross of (;allalliry \\ilh 
hrow/.{· ]1:11111 1111' \'j('lllilllll'S(, ArnH'd 

l'()rt'I'~ ~1('ril()ri()'I" Iinil Cilalinn, alld l!t" 
1l'·I'II]'li .. of \ il'ln;(11t Call1l'ai~n ~1t'd«1. ~li1rill(' F()r('('~ Pw·ifi(' for two v('ars. 

III .111111' 11)('1 I", ",us gruduull'rI 11'0'111 Ih., Gt'll. Bolll'rlson S T1IHrri('d to 11)(' for­

N«I iOIl,,1 \\'ar Coll.,~I', lVasltill~I()Il, 11. C. llWI 1':Lrill<' ~, ~wiggllJll of Crand Forks, 
H{'ll11'Ilill~ .(II.t,>lIi .. }~i('o,eJ: ... ,. S('I ... · (.<I a~··N(JIf'lp l)ilklJta. Tiwy hflve fOllr ('hi Idr('II: 

Chid of ~lilf' ~'lIill:' (:,:"Ps ~'hools: 1l':1l1l ~J. .II'" 'I'itOIJlHS II., 'I'HIlHlra and 
frolll .lIlly ICJ(>J:IIIf(~lgh:'\I~lIst 196;1' .. II,.: Il,M,T 1" 

• • • •• • ••• •• 
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COMMANDING GENERAL

MAFIII

was promoted to brigadier general AugustQuantico, Virginia, until June 1944 when
30,1963.he joined the 5th Marine Division prior

Gen. Robertson served for two years10 embarking again for the Pacific area
as Commanding General, Force Troops,that September. The following month he

Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, Campwas promoted to lieutenant colonel.
Lejeune, North Carolina. In September

As Commanding Officer of the 3d 1965, he became Deputy Fiscal Director
Battalion, 27th Marines, 1.1. Col. of the Marine Corps. For service in this
Robertson participated in the lwo Jima

capacity he was awarded the Navy Com-
campaign and was awarded the Navy mendation Medal. He was promoted to
Cross for extraordinary heroism in

the rank of major general on May 5, 1967
personally inspiring his men, who had and assigned duty as Commanding Gene-
been pinned down by heavy fire, to attack

ral, 1st Marine Division, Fleet Marine
and scize a heavily fortified hill. Later,

Force, in the Republic of Vietnam where
he rallied his depleted units for defense he served until June 1968. For service
of the position, then directed the action

in this capacity he earned the Distin
to repulse a strong counterattack, and

quished Service Medal.
remained throughout the night at the

Upon his return to the United States,front lines consolidating the position.
Gen. Robertson served for two years asL. Col. Robertson was later named
Commanding General, Marine Corps Base,

Regimental Executive Officer of the 27th
Camp Pendleton, California, with addi-

Marines and served with the unit in the
tional duty as Commanding General, 4th

Lt. Gen. Donn J. Robertson ocempation of Japan until December 1945
Marine Division Headquarters Nucleuswhen he was appointed Executive OfficerCG from July 1968 until July 1970, and as

of the Eighth Service Begiment. Return-
1970- Commanding General, 5th Marine Divi-

ing to the United States in May 1946, he
sion (-) (Rein), for three months (May-became Commanding Officer of theL.1. Gen. Donn J. Robertson assumed
Aug 1969). He was appointed Director,command of the III Marine Amphibious Marine Barracks, Naval Air Station, San
Marine Corps Reserve, HQMC, in Septem-Diego. That November he was namedForce on December 24, 1970 and was
ber, 1970. While serving in his position,concurrently promoted to his present CI of the 3d Marine Brigade at Camp
he was nominated for three star rank to

Pendleton, and later moved up to G- ofrank.
serve as Commanding General, III Marine

Gen. Robertson, who earned the Navy the 1st Marine Division, remaining in

Amphibious Force.Cross on two Jima, was born September that post until March 1948 when he was
A complete list of his medals and

9, 1916, in Willow City, North Dakota, as Officer in Charge of the Enlisted
decorations includes: the Navy Cross,Detail Branch.and completed high school in Minot,
the Distinguished Service Medal, theIn June 1951 he was assigned asNorth Dakota in 1934. In 1938 he grad-

Legion of Merit, the Navy CommendationExecutive Officer and later Commandingnated from the University of North Dakota
Medal, the Presidential Unit CitationOfficer of Marine Barracks, Guantanamowhere he captained the basketball squad
with one bronze star the AmericanBay, Cuba. Returning to the Unitedin his senior year. Shortly after grad-
Defense Service Medal with Base clasp,States after two years in Cuba he com-unition he resigned an Army reserve com-
the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal

pleted the Senior School at Quantico inmission and was commissioned a Marine
with one bronze star, the World War IlJune 1954, and while at Quantico wassecond lieutenant in July 1938.
Victory Medal, the Navy Occupationpromoted 10 colonel.After attending Basic School at the
service Medal with Asia clasp, theIn October 1954, Col. RobertsonPhiladelphia Navy Yard It. Robertson's
National Defense Service Medal with onejoined the 1st Marine Division in Korea

first duty assignment was with the Marine
bronze star, the Vietnam Service Medalas Senior Advisor to the Korean MarineDetachment aboard the USS WEST
with four bronze stars, the Korean UlchiCorps. He was awarded the KoreanVIRGINIA He then served as a company
Distinguished Military Service MedalUlchi Distinguished Military Serviceofficer and division adjutant with the
with silver star, the National Order toMedal with silver star for service in this2d Marine Division from August 1940 to

Vietnam, 5th Class, the Vietnamese Armycapacity. On his return to the UnitedMarch 1942. He was promoted to first

Distinguished Service Order, 1st Class,States in September 1955, he headed thelieutenant in August 1941 and to captain
plans Branch of the G-3 Division atin February 1912. the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with
Headquarters Marine Corps until JuneFollowing the outbreak of World War bronze palm the Vietnamese Armed
1958. He then served as G-3 of Fleet11, Capt. Robertson was Adjutant of the Forces Meritorious Unit Citation, and the

Marine Force, Pacific for two years.Samoan Defense Force for nearly two Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal.
In June 1961 he was graduated from theyears. During this assignment he was Gen. Robertson S married to the for-

National War College, Washington, D. C.promoted to major in March 1943. Return- men Elaine S. Swiggum of Grand Forks,
Returning served asing to the United States the following Nonti Pakota. They have four children:

Chief of Corps choolsMarch he attended the 5th Command and Donn .1. Jr., Thomas R., Tamara and
Staff Course at Marine Corps Schools, from July 1961 1963 110 David 1..
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COMMANDING GENERAL 

Maj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong 
CG 

1971-

Maj. \'cn. A Ian J. Armstrong C om­
manding general, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing becomes commanding general of 
3d Marine Amphibious Brigade April 
14,1971. 

A Naval Aviator, he was born in 
Garland, Nebraska on April IS, 1920. 

He was graduated from high school 
there in 1937, and wcnt on to the 
liniversity of Nphrasku, attending 
colle ge there u nt i I I 940. 

In January 1941. 11<' begun flight 
training at Pf'nsuco la, ~'lorida and wa~ 

eOllimiss ioned a Marilll' s('"ond lieu­
tenant and (h·:: .. d~nalf'd H Naval Aviator 
that July. 11<' thf'n sprv('d as a flight 
in;;tructor in til<' Naval Air Training 
COlllmand unlil trilnsfcrff,d to VMI'-212 
at I'~I Taro, California, later s('rving 
with that Squadron on Midway Island in 
lh(' Pacific theatf'r of o[,<'rations. I'rolll 
August 1943 until .luly 1944, Maj. 

3d MAB 
1944, he became the S-3 Officer of 
MAG-44 in Hawaii and in July 1945, 
he assumed command of VMF-472 on 
board eVE 105. In January 1946, he 
became F:xecnthe Officer, \larine Corps 
Air Station, Mojave California. The 
following March, he entered - the Am­
phibious Warfare School, Junior Course, 

Marin<' Corps Schools, Quantico, 
Virginia. Upon completing the> course 
in 1946, he became an instructor at the 
Schonl, serving there until June 1948. 
Ord£'rpd ta Cherry Paint, North Carolina 
later that month, he became Operations 
Officer and ~:xecutive Officer, re­
spectively, of VMF-122. 

Maj. Armstrong was an exchange 
pilot with the 20th Fighter Bomber 
\,roup, USAF', whf'''' he served from 
November 1949 until January 1951. 
Promoted to lieutenant colonel in 
r"bruary 1951, he reported to Head­
quarters \larine Corps that same month 
and was assigned duty as Assistant 
Operations Officer, Operations l3ranch, 
Division of Aviation. He served in 
this capacity until June 1953. 

F or service during the Korean con­
flict, while serving on the staff of 
MAG-:n frolJl August 1953 until Febru­
ary 1954, Lt. Col. Armstrong waR 
award"d ti,,' Cold Star in lieu of a 
,,,,cond Navy Commendation Medal. 

Following this tour, he reported to 
COMSTRIKEFOHSOIJTII, Naples, Italy, 
wlwre he scrvpd as Assistant Plans 
Offk('r until August 1956. Heturning 
to th,' United States later that month, 
Lt. Co\. Armstrong entered the Armed 
1'0[('(,8 Staff C:ollege, Norfolk, Virginia, 
graduating in January 1957. After 
complrting the course, he was as,;igned 
Assistant (;-3, Aircraft, Fleet Marine 
~'or[,f', Atlantic at Norfolk. 

Armstrong sf'rv,'d as 0pNalions OfficN, H"porting to Headquarters Marine 
and later us Execlltive Offi('('r of VMF- Corps again in July 1958, he became 
223 in the Solomon lslands-Nf'w Hritian Aide to Admiral Arleigh Burke, the 
arpa whprC' Iw parnp,! two ilistinp;uishpd Chid of Naval Op£'rations, and was 
Flying Crosses, th,' Air Medal with Nix promoted to colonel in October 1959. 
Gold Stars, and tl,,· Navy Commf'i,l,ati'll1e. In Au.,us,-~~~O, ~~l. ,~~"trong became 
~ledaJ. : : : Aviatton ~<1'Iet)': 0l2"ice, wnth the 3d 

• _- - Marifl,' A"craft -Wi1l a' Marine Corps 
Ikturning to the Pacific in hI-gus:- Ai: .. 'tt.ti~8,_ \:1- '1«>ro, =:alifornia, and 

DECLASSIFIED 

in March 1961, he became Commanding 
Officer, MAG-15, at El Toro, serving 
there until July 1962. 

That August, Col. Armstrong entered 
the Army War College Carlisle Barracks, 
Pennsy lvania, where he eompleted the 
course in July 1963. Transferred over­
seas, he ;;erved as As,;istant Chief of 
Staff, G-3, 1st ~larine Aireraft Wing in 
Japan for the next year. 

Upon his return to the United States 
that October, he became a member of 
the Joint Planning Group, Office of the 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and Pro­
grams, Headquarters Marine Corps. He 
served in this capacity nntil he WaS 
assigned duty as As,;istant Deputy 
Chief of Staff (Air), in Mareh 1965. 
Upon his promot ion to brigadier general 
on August 4, 1966, he remained in his 
assignment until I Fehruary 1968 when 
he assumed duties as Director, Develop­
lIlent Center, Marine Corps Development 
and F~ducatian Cammand, Quantico, 
Virginia, where he remained until May 
21, 1969. While serving in this capaeity 
he was promoted ta his present rank in 
September 1969. Maj. Gen. Armstrong 
assumed his present command July I, 
1970. 

A complete list of the general's 
medals and d eeorations includes: the 
legion of Merit, two Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, the Air Mrdai with six, 
Gold Stars denoting subsequent awards, 
the Navy Commendation Medal with Gold 
Star, the American Defense Service 

Medal with Uase clasp, the A"iatic­
Pacific Campaign Medal Wilh three 
bronz e stars, the World War II V ic tory 
Medal, the National \lelens(' Service 
Medal with one bronze star, thp Korean 
Serviee Medal, and the United Nations 
Service Me da!. 

Maj. Gen. Armstrong and his wife, 
the former "lorma Jean Weyand of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, have two chi ldren; 
Brian James (born April 10, 1945) and 
Melanie Claire (born May 31, 1949) . 
His mother, Mrs. Lida Armstrong, re­
sides in Riverton, Wyoming. 

" 

--, 
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3d MAB

in March 1961, he became Commanding1944, he became the S-3 Officer of

Officer, MAG-15, at El Toro, servingMAG-44 in Hawaii and in July 1945,
he assumed command of VMF-472 on there until July 1962.
board CVE 105. In January 1946, he

became Executive Officer, Marine Corps
That August, Col. Armstrong entered

Air Station, Mojave California. The
the Army War College Carlisle Barracks,

following March, he entered the Am-
Pennsylvania, where he completed the

phibious Warfare School, Junior Course,
course in July 1963. Transferred over-

Marine Corps Schools, Quantico,
seas, he served as Assistant Chief of

Virginia. Upon completing the course
Staff, G-3, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing in

in 1946, he became an instructor at the
Japan for the next year.

School, serving there until June 1948.

Ordered to Cherry Point, North Carolina

Upon his return to the United Stateslater that month, he became Operations
that October, he became a member ofOfficer and Executive Officer, re-

the Joint Planning Group, Office of thespectively, of VMF-122.
Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and Pro-

grams, Headquarters Marine Corps. He
Maj. Armstrong was an exchange

served in this capacity until he was
pilot with the 20th Fighter Bomber

Maj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong assigned duty as Assistant DeputyGroup, USAF, where he served fromCG Chief of Staff (Air), in March 1965.November 1949 until January 1951.
1971 Upon his promotion to brigadier generalPromoted to lieutenant colonel in

on August 4, 1966, he remained in his
February 1951, he reported to Head-

assignment until 1 February 1968 whenMaj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong Com-
quarters Marinc Corps that same month

he assumed duties as Director, Develop-manding general, 1st Marine Aircraft and was assigned duty as Assistant
Wing becomes commanding general of ment Center, Marine Corps DevelopmentOperations Officer, Operations Branch,
3d Marine Amphibious Brigade April and Education Command, Quantico,Division of Aviation. He served in

Virginia, where he remained until May14, 1971. this capacity until June 1953.
21, 1969. While serving in this capacity
he was promoted to his present rank inA Naval Aviator, he was born in For service during the Korean con-

September 1969. Maj. Gen. ArmstrongGarland, Nebraska on April 18, 1920. flict, while serving on the staff of

assumed his present command July 1,MAG-33 from August 1953 until Febru-
1970.ary 1954, Lt. Col. Armstrong wasHe was graduated from high school

awarded the Gold Star in lieu of athere in 1937, and went on to the
second Navy Commendation Medal.University of Nebraska, attending A complete list of the general's

college there until 1940.
medals and decorations includes: the

Following this tour, he reported to

legion of Merit, two DistinguishedCOMSTRIKEFORSOUTH, Naples, Italy,In January 1941, he began flight
Flying Crosses, the Air Medal with sixwhere he served as Assistant Planstraining at Pensacola, Florida and was
Gold Stars denoting subsequent awards,Officer until August 1956. Returningcommissioned a Marine second lieu-
the Navy Commendation Medal with Goldto the United States later that month,tenant and designated a Naval Aviator
Star, the American Defense ServiceLt. Col. Armstrong entered the Armedthat July. He then served as a flight
Medal with Base clasp, the Asiatic-Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia,instructor in the Naval Air Training
Pacific Campaign Medal with threegraduating in January 1957. AfterCommand until transferred to VMF-212
bronze stars, the World War II Victorycompleting the course, he was assignedat El Toro, California, later serving
Medal, the National Defense ServiceAssistant G-3, Aircraft, Fleet Marinewith that Squadron on Midway Island in
Medal with one bronze star, the KoreanForce, Atlantic at Norfolk.the Pacific theater of operations. From
Service Medal, and the United Nations

August 1943 until July 1944, Maj.
Service Medal.Reporting to Headquarters MarineArmstrong served as Operations Officer,

Corps again in July 1958, he becameand later as Executive Officer of VMF-
Maj. Gen. Armstrong and his wife,Aide to Admiral Arleigh Burke, the223 in the Solomon Islands-New Britian

the former Norma Jean Wey and ofChief of Naval Operations, and wasarea where he earned two Distinguished
Lincoln, Nebraska, have two children;promoted to colonel in October 1959.Flying Crosses, the Air Medal with six
Brian James (born April 10, 1945) andIn August 1960, Col. Armstrong becameGold Stars, and the Navy Commendation
Melanie Claire (born May 31, 1949).Aviation Safety Office with the 3dMedal.

Marine Aircraft Wing at Marine Corps His mother, Mrs. Lida Armstrong, re-

Air Station,* El Toro, California, and sides in Riverton, Wyoming.Returning to the Pacific in
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~ISTORY 0' m MARIN 
The II! Marine Amphibious Force was 

activated in the Republic of Vietnam on 
\Iay 7, 1965, Its first commander was 
Maj. Gen. William It. Collins. Hnd"r his 
command wp,r" the .1d Marin" Division 
and the First Marine Aircraft Wing. 

Elements of these two major com­
mands had be!';un arriving as early as 
\Iarch 8, 1965, whcn the 9th Marine 
Amphibious Brigade splashed a"hore at 
Hed Beach, north of Da Nang, and Wing 
units began landing at Da Nang Air 
Hase. 

At the time of its formation, III MAF's 
tactical areas of responsibility covered 
249 s;quare miles encompassing the 
coastal enclaves of Phu Bai, Da Nang 
and Chu Lai. The 14,500 Marines of the 
command had a four-fold mission: (I) 
Defense of the highly strategic airfields, 
(2) Destruc tion of enemy forces, (3) 
Destruction of the Viet Cong infrastruc­
ture, and (4) Conduct of civic action 
and revolutionary development programs 
in conjunction with the Govcmmen t of 
the Republic of Vietnam. 

Maj. Gen. William R. CDllins 
CG 

] 965 

On June 4, 1965, then Maj. Gen. 
Lewis W. Walt assumed command of the 
III Marine Amphibious ~'or(,e and Marine 
forces be!';an mov in!'; Ollt to s""k th" 
cnemy. 

Operation Starlite in August was the 
first large scale American operation 
conducted against VC main force units. 
F.lements of the Marine air-ground team 
followed this op('ration with Piranha, 
Harvest Moon, Utah and Texas, as the 

pace of the war quickened. 
I3y the end of the year, III MAF units 

had conducted 50 regimental or battalion 

Gen. Lewis W. Walt 
CG 

1965-'67 

size operations, more than 390 company 
size operatIOns, over 13,500 patrols and 
more than 7,500 ambushes. 

The vear 1966 saw the continued 
expansio~ of Marine forces in the Re­
public with the arrival of the remaining 
units of the 1st Marine Division and its 
headquarters. 

In July the III MAF Headquarters 
moved from the Da Nang Air Base to 
newly constructed quarters on the banks 
of the Song River in Da Nang I<:ast. In 
Of!tober the 3d Marine Division moved its 
headquarters to Phu Bai and the 1st 
Marine Division moved north from Chu 

mese troops killed in action. Another 
2,100 were captured along with nearly 
3,500 weapons. Marine units had engaged 
in more than 140 major operations and 
267,000 small unit operations. 

Civic action programs had resulted in 
the building of 97 bridges, 61 wells and 
more than 2,100 miles of road. Medical 
treatment was given to more than 
1,788,000 Vietnamese citizens. 

Lt. Gen. Robert E. Cushman Jr. be­
came Commanding General, of III MAF on 
June 2, 1967. He assumed ~oJllDland of a 
l\Iarine Force numbering approximate Iy 
76,000 men and operational control of an 
aggregate Free World Forces of nearly 
123,000 in Military Region l. 

Lt. Gen. RDbert E. Cushman, Jr. 
CG 

1967-'69 

Lai to Da Nang as the tempo of the war As 1968 began, pressure on Khe Sanh 
in the northern provinces increased. and other Marine bases increased and 
Operation Hastings near the DMZ in July communist forces launched their abortive 
against the North Vietnamese 324 B Tet Offensive. Additional American 
division marked the beginning of many forces were placed under the command of 
hard-fought battles in this area. III MAF, including two units, the 27th 

As the emphasis on Marine operations Marines and the 3rd Brigade of the 82nd 
shifted north, Army units began arriving Airborne Division, which were airlifted 
in Military Hegion 1 \0 augment the from the United States on 48 hour notice. 
Marines in areas to the south. By th., summer of 1968, JIJ MAF for-

By May, 1967, the area under Marine ces had expanded to more than 150,000 
influence had expanded to more than personnel in Military Region 1. In a 
1,700 square mi les, en('ompassing 183 farewe II visit, COMUSMACV, Gen. 
villages and increasing the number of William C. Westmoreland, told an assem­
civilians ullder RVN control by more bled honor guard of Marines, Soldiers, 
than onc milliol' _ .. ~aiJCf; and ROK Marines: "The III 

In their frtw;t .:~ eye-:':, II~ MAF eMalline .-\mphibious Force is the largest 
Marine forces :lon~ a40unt~il l.freInore :fie~-"arine Command that our country 
than 22,500 Vt" C!l~ !tnt! Jt<tth. Yj~tna. :ha~ ~¥er deployed on the field. The III 
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HISTORY of III MARIN

pace of the war quickened.The III Marine Amphibious Force was mese troops killed in action. Another
activated in the Republic of Vietnam on By the end of the year, III MAF units 2,100 were captured along with nearly

had conducted 50 regimental or battalionMay 7, 1965, Its first commander was 3,500 weapons. Marine units had engaged
Maj. Gen. William R. Collins. Under his in more than 140 major operations and
command were the 3d Marine Division 267,000 small unit operations.
and the First Marine Aircraft Wing. Civic action programs had resulted in

Elements of these two major com- the building of 97 bridges, 61 wells and
mands had begun arriving as early as more than 2,100 miles of road. Medical
March 8, 1965, when the 9th Marine treatment was given to more than

Amphibious Brigade splashed ashore at 1,788,000 Vietnamese citizens.
Red Beach, north of Da Nang, and Wing Lt. Gen. Robert E. Cushman Jr. be-
units began landing at Da Nang Air came Commanding General, of III MAF on
Base. June 2, 1967. He assumed command of a

Marine Force numbering approximatelyAt the time of its formation, III MAF's
tactical areas of responsibility covered 76,000 men and operational control of an

aggregate Free World Forces of nearly249 square miles encompassing the
coastal enclaves of Phu Bai, Da Nang 123,000 in Military Region 1.

and Chu Lai. The 14,500 Marines of the

command had a four-fold mission: (1)

Defense of the highly strategic airfields,

(2) Destruction of enemy forces, (3)

Destruction of the Viet Cong infrastruc-

ture, and (4) Conduct of civic action
and revolutionary development programs
in conjunction with the Government of

the Republic of Vietnam.

Gen. Lewis W. Wait

CG
1965-'67

size operations, more than 390 company
size operations, over 13,500 patrols and
more than 7,500 ambushes.

The year 1966 saw the continued

expansion of Marine forces in the Re-

public with the arrival of the remaining
units of the 1st Marine Division and its

headquarters.
In July the III MAF Headquarters

moved from the Da Nang Air Base to Lt. Gen. Robert E. Cushman, Jr.

newly constructed quarters on the banks CG
of the Song River in Da Nang East. In

1967-'69October the 3d Marine Division moved its

headquarters to Phu Bai and the 1st

Marine Division moved north from Chu
As 1968 began, pressure on Khe SanhLai to Da Nang as the tempo of the war

in the northern provinces increased. and other Marine bases increased and
Maj. Gen. William R. Collins Operation Hastings near the DMZ in July communist forces launched their abortive

Tet Offensive, Additional Americanagainst the North Vietnamese 324 BCG
division marked the beginning of many forces were placed under the command of1965
hard-fought battles in this area. III MAF, including two units, the 27th

Marines and the 3rd Brigade of the 82ndAs the emphasis on Marine operations
shifted north, Army units began arriving Airborne Division, which were airlifted

On June 4, 1965, then Maj. Gen. in Military Region 1 to augment the from the United States on 48 hour notice.

Lewis W. Walt assumed command of the Marines in areas to the south. By the summer of 1968, III MAF for-

By May, 1967, the area under MarineIII Marine Amphibious Force and Marine ces had expanded to more than 150,000
influence had expanded to more thanforces began moving out to seek the personnel in Military Region 1. In a
1,700 square miles, encompassing 183 farewell visit, COMUSMACV, Gen.enemy.
villages and increasing the number ofOperation Starlite in August was the William C. Westmoreland, told an assem-

first large scale American operation bled honor guard of Marines, Soldiers,civilians under RVN control by more
conducted against VC main force units. Sailors and ROK Marines: "The IIIthan one million
Elements of the Marine air-ground team Marine Amphibious Force is the largestIn their first two IIi MAF
followed this operation with Piranha, Marine forces $long accounted for more fiel Marine Command that our country
Harvest Moon, Utah and Texas, as the than 22,500 Vie Cong and North Vietna has ever deployed on the field. The III
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E AMPHIBIOUS FORCE 

Murine Amphihious Force i" the first 
Murine Headquarters that has also been 
a JOint Headquarters because it has COIll­

manded Army troops as well as Marine 
troops in the pcrformance of thcir combat 
functions. P 

Thes" units indurlerl: th" 3d Marine 
Division, the> 1st \1arint' Division, the 1st 
'Iarine Aircraft Wing, Fore(' Logistic 
Command 101st Airborne DiviRion, 1st 
Cay Division (Air Mobile), 3rd Brigade 
of the 82nd Airborn" Division, lst 
Brigade of the Sth Infantry Division 
(Mechanized) and II eadquarter5, X X IV 
Corps. Also included in Military Begion 
1 forces were American Air Force and 
Naval personnel as well as the 2d 
Marine Brigade of the lIepublic of 
Korea's Marine CorpR. 

In the beginning of 1969, 81,000 
Marines were stationed throughout ~lili­
tary /legion I but by the end of th" y('ar 
only 55,300 remained, as the r<,deploy­
ment of American forces from Vietnam 
gained momentum. On March 20, 1909, 
LLGen. Herman Nickerson Jr. assumed 
comm and of III ~IAF. 

Lt. Gen. Herman NiCkerson, Jr, 
CG 

1969- '70 

1969 drew to a close, the 3d Marine 
Division redpployed on November 7. 

Lt. Gen, Keith B. McCutcheon 
CG 

1970 

On March 9, 1970, control of American 
forces, in Mill shifted from IJI MAF to 
U.S. Army X X IV Corps as Marine rede­
ploymentR resulted in a preponderance 
of Army forces in Military Region 1. 
Concurrently, Lt.Gen. Keith 13. 
McCutcheon assumed command of III 
MAF' . 

Marines continued to carry the war to 
the NVA and VC in 1970, but large scale 
operations diminished in number as 
redeployment continued. The Vietnamese 
Armed Forces shouldered an increasing 
share of the fighting thus testifying to 
the effectiveness of the Vietnami7.ation 
program. 

By December 1970 Marine Forces 
were reduced to 25,000 men as Lt.Gen 
Donn J. Robertson became the new Com­
manding General, III MAF. In almost six 
years of combat operation, Marine forces 
of lJl MAF' had participated in approxi­
mately 400 major combat opflrations, 
and inn unerable smaller unit actions, 
patrols and ambushfls. 

As the III Marinp Amphibious Force Hedeployments continued in 1971 and 
began its fifth year in Vietnam in May, culminated in April with the departure of 
1909, it could look hack on a year of the Headquarters of the III Marine Am­
unparalleled success in which the largest phibious Force, the 1st Marine Aircraft 
ammunition and supply caches of the war Wing and the 1st Marine Division. The 
had been uncovered in Operations Dewey remaining Marine forces in the Republic 
Canyon and Maine Crag and the '~ge" •• of Vi.tnlJtleNve .~en •• tWlesignated as 
Marine Combat helicopter astllll~ in: the 3~ Marii~ A~phi'io~ Brigade under 
history, Operation Meade H iver, slu.hedi the .ommend of ~laj, Get. Alan J. Arm-
enemy base camps and sanctuariQ, .. • A':' str~ii .. '... •••• :. 
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The III Marine Amphibious Fowe has 
been a unique combat organization. 
Combined under a single cOlllmanding 
general were all of the clementR neces­
sary for sustained combat in the air and 
on the ground. Not only were Marine 
riflemen there to sieze and hold any 
assigned objective, but ~1arinp air was 
backing them up in the skies with close 
air support fixed wing aircraft, aerial 
refuelers, transport and cargo helicop­
ters, reconnaissanc<' aircraft alit! helicop­
ter gunshi ps. 

The artillery fired every weapon from 
the 4.2 mortar to the 175MM CannOn. 
Marin. trucks hauled supplies the length 
and I.rroadth of Military Region 1 and 
where water obstacles were present, 
amphibian tractors from the Marine 
inventory were used. Marine tanks 
combined with the infantry to knock out 
fortified positions. The Force Logistic 
Command kept all of these disparate 
elements supplied and functioning. 
Other units as diverse as Communication 
and Military Police Battalions, scout dog 
and searchlight platoons provided their 
own special skills. 

Lt. Gen. Donn J, Robertson 
CG 

1970-

The sum total was the most effective 
and power/ul amphibious force ever 
dispatched by our nation to foreign 
,;hores. The Marines who fought as a 
part of this force were highly trained, 
dedicated men who have brought honor to' 
their Corps and Country. 

, 

DECLASSIFIED

E AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

Marine Amphibious Force is the first 1969 drew to a close, the 3d Marine The III Marine Amphibious Force has
Marine Headquarters that has also been Division redeployed on November 7. been a unique combat organization.
a joint Headquarters because it has com- Combined under a single commanding
manded Army troops as well as Marine general were all of the elements neces-

sary for sustained combat in the air andtroops in the performance of their combat
on the ground. Not only were Marinefunctions."
riflemen there to sieze and hold anyThese units included: the 3d Marine

assigned objective, but Marine air wasDivision, the 1st Marine Division, the 1st

backing them up in the skies with closeMarine Aircraft Wing, Force Logistic
air support fixed wing aircraft, aerialCommand 101st Airborne Division, 1st

Cav Division (Air Mobile), 3rd Brigade refuelers, transport and cargo helicop-
of the 82nd Airborne Division, 1st ters, reconnaissance aircraft and helicop-
Brigade of the 5th Infantry Division ter gunships.
(Mechanized) and Headquarters, XXIV

The artillery fired every weapon from
Corps. Also included in Military Region

the 4.2 mortar to the 175MM cannon.1 forces were American Air Force and
Marin trucks hauled supplies the lengthNaval personnel as well as the 2d
and breadth of Military Region 1 andMarine Brigade of the Republic of
where water obstacles were present,Korea's Marine Corps.
amphibian tractors from the Marine

In the beginning of 1969, 81,000
inventory were used. Marine tanks

Marines were stationed throughout Mili- combined with the infantry to knock out
tary Region 1 but by the end of the year fortified positions. The Force Logistic
only 55,300 remained, as the redeploy- Command kept all of these disparatement of American forces from Vietnam

elements supplied and functioning.
gained momentum. On March 26, 1969, Other units as diverse as Communication
Lt.Cen. Herman Nickerson Jr. assumed and Military Police Battalions, scout dogLt. Gen. Keith B. McCutcheoncommand of III MAF.

and searchlight platoons provided their
CG own special skills.

1970

On March 9, 1970, control of American
forces, in MRI shifted from III MAF to

U.S. Army XXIV Corps as Marine rede-

ployments resulted in a preponderance
of Army forces in Military Region 1.

Concurrently, Lt.Gen. Keith B.
McCutcheon assumed command of III

MAF.
Marines continued to carry the war to

the NVA and VC in 1970, but large scale

operations diminished in number as
redeployment continued. The Vietnamese
Armed Forces shouldered an increasing
share of the fighting thus testifying to

the effectiveness of the Vietnamization

program.

By December 1970 Marine Forces
were reduced to 25,000 men as Lt.Gen
Donn J. Robertson became the new Com-Lt. Gen. Herman Nickerson, Jr.
manding General, III MAF. In almost six

CG years of combat operation, Marine forces
of III MAF had participated in approxi-1969-70 Lt. Gen. Donn J. Robertson
mately 400 major combat operations,

CGand inn umerable smaller unit actions,
patrols and ambushes. 1970-As the III Marine Amphibious Force Redeployments continued in 1971 and

began its fifth year in Vietnam in May, culminated in April with the departure of

1969, it could look back on a year of the Headquarters of the III Marine Am-
unparalleled success in which the largest phibious Force, the 1st Marine Aircraft The sum total was the most effective
ammunition and supply caches of the war Wing and the 1st Marine Division. The and powerful amphibious force ever

remaining Marine forces in the Republichad been uncovered in Operations Dewey dispatched by our nation to foreign
of Vietnam .been. designated asCanyon and Maine Crag and the dargest shores. The Marines who fought as a
the Marine Amphisious Brigade underMarine Combat helicopter in° part of this force were highly trained,
the commond of Maja Gen. Alan J. Arm-history, Operation Meade River, smashed dedicated men who have brought honor to

enemy base camps and sanctuaries street.As their Corps and Country.
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1st MARfNE AIRCRA'T WING 

Maj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong 
C (; 

1970--'71 

The 1st ~Iarin" Aircraft Wing's COIII­

r"itm"nt in th" Ilcpuhlic of Vietnam 
began in April I %2 with tlI(' imival of 
iIl('f('IIH'nts of ~larillP ~IPdillm 1I<'licoptrr 
Squadron ,1G2, for Opt'ratioll Still Fly, 

'1'1." op,'ration I'rovid<'d h('li(;opt"r 
support for Army of thp H('pllhli<: of 
ViPlnanl IInits, It ,'oiltinued without 
int"'fllf'tinn until Mar,.h 19(,;' whell thp 
9th Marin" Amphibiuus Ilrigad,' land"d 
al J)a Nang. IVith it ca,,{<, IllI' \/arill(' 
Airnaft (;ruuJ> Ir, ,,,,,,,lquarl'Ts. 

//,"'':' 
In April 1%:;, 11\1' first ~lariIH' C,tirp\ 

]o'-111 Phantom i"IS W('fI' add"d tel'tl\", ' 
aviatioll inv<'ntory ill HVN and \lAG-IJ' 
llf'gan opt'rat. i OIlS' frolll J)a Nang_I ()I~" 
~lay II, 19(,;', I"'ad'!uart,'f'" of thr.' 1 
~IA\\ was shift!'d [rolll Iwakuni, :.1 
to Ila Nang. i 

On NOY"m\'er 1, til" 1st MAW receiv­
ed tit" A-(,A InllTl,tier jet, ncw('e;t fixed 
wi1lg ain'Taft ill t)". Marin" Corps invl'n­
tory. 

])lIrin~ th" I'arly morning hour~ of 
Janllary J, 19(,7 radar ('ontrolled jet" 
(,'''Jglrt au "stimatf'd 1,000 ViI'I CnU!( 
moving toward II'H'. They kilkd 1l1OfI' 

than one third of tb" 1'1)('I11Y fote,'. 

ln latl' April 11", ~\' A COlIl[l[c1l(:(;d 
op('rati()n~ to O""l'run Ouang Till 
Province bllt th(' move was thwarted 
with th" help of 1st ~lAW pilots who 
{'onl illllOllsly sc! f('('ords for Tllllliher of 

sorti('s flown aud ordtl<lu("(' clc·livPf(·d. 

I,~I ~lA\\ A··r,A i .. t~ ~Irllek for the 
fin.;t t irnf' at ('llprny trlrg('ls nf'ar 11 anoi 
and Haiphong dllrill!( ~Ia)'. 

By July, ('11<'111)' pressufI' slrifll'd 10 

th,' ('astpfIl ])~lZ mra nrar Con 'I'hi(,n. 

Tit" 1st ~I;\\\, I'rovi,jpd "Insf' air support, 
nssanlt aad r('supply hl'lieopt!'rs as 
grollnd Marines c(Jtlllt('f(~d with Opera­
tiolls lluffalo and Kingfisher. ~lariliP 
pilots also supported 1,1 operatious by 
Marin,', ll. S. Arllty ilnd ABVN ckm"nts 
],"tWI'('1\ lIoi An and Tall! Ky, south of 
Ila Nang. 

Clos" air support and hccli('opler and 
fix I'd wi Ilg r,'slll'l' I y w,'''' ('s;;cnti al to 
tit" .'1!lAfnl,l'IHIlH·'· of Kht' Sanh in ('arty 
1968. 1,'i,Ad willi! s1ll'port, nan",d 0l'''ra-

'N' provi<i,,<i a "nnlinuolls 
II. S. ~larinc Corps, Ail' 

Navy i,·t~ {(vcr KIll' Sunh. 
9,109 

II,,· Inrg""l hdicoptl'r 
Corps history lifted 

np !livision in 
~!ead,· HivPr. 

S!'al"',,s and \Inrill!'s Innd"d at\Chu:, ' ' 
Lai nn ~Iay I, 1')(,:, and I'('gall work ,:It.i''~:('I' 

In I'arly Novcml",r 1st MAW O\t'ar) 
was activalf',d fit lwakuui, JaJlan, con­
trolling all ~Iarin(' air IIllits in Japan 
anrl Okinawa and lInder the cOll1llJand of 
I ~larin" I(xpe<iitionary Fflf(·e. 

Phas(' JJ I'f'dpp]oylllf\nt ('nut inued in 

Novellll"'r with ~IAC-36 lIIoving frolll 
Phil Hai to 1'1Itf'ma, Okinawa. It was 
th" [i"st ('omplete I st ~IAW WOIlI' to 
f(',kploy. 

I'IWH(, III f('dcploYlllrllt ('ollllll<'u,'rd 
in I at<" .January 1970. Ikparting for 
CONUS were Mari"" Fight"r Attack 
Squadron ;'42, ~Iarine Att'lI'k Squadron 
22.1 and ~lilril'" lI""vy Ildi('ol't<'f 
Squadron J(il. Th(' phase' was "()lIIpl,·t­
pd ill Fpbrllary with th~' departure' of 
\'\IA-211 and ~IAC;-12, the first fight('r­
attaek group to dC'lHlTt HVN. 

Philsr' I\, f(,d"l,]0Y"H'nt '''lIIl1ll('n(,,·d 
.July I:', with tire rerlq,loYllll'llt of ~.Jarinc 
C UIll}lU"'; it e H t'( 'onnajs~aIlce Squadrun I 
from I)" \lang to Iwakuni, .Japan. In 
Allgu"t, ~larill(' ~kdillrn lIdi('o!'t"r 
S'luadron 16 I ,kparted for Santa Ana, 
Cnlif., nnd ~lacin(' Wing SlIpport Croup 
17 Wf'llt to Jwukuni, Japan. 

iluring S"IJtPIllIlf'r, ~Iaril\t' All \~eath"r 
Atlack Squadron 212, t.he first A-GA 
Squadron to fly in Vi('tnalll ('olllbat, 
along with Chu Lai bas('d ~lacin" 
righter Attack Squadron 122 and ~Iarinc 
l'ightf'r Attal'k Squadcon 314 d"IHtrt!'d 
HVN. 

l! ed"pl 0Ylllcnt of II ['"dquart('rs, 
~Iarit)l' Aircraft GrollI' 13, J1&\lS-13 ilnd 
\IABS-13 in Octol)('r Pll,kd th" ht 
~IAW's iJIIT('[fl"nt IV fl'dtll'tion of forc"s. 

Short Aidi,.}d for Tadi"al Support. f f" ,fY 1 
'1 I '. l!cttn'l'lIll' ('ngin""ring IIIMVI'I hu, t Oil , • 'Rr' 

:,tatisticillly during 1970, 1st ~IAW 
he I i('()l't('rs f]pw ,,\Of(' than 360,000 
~()rtips while ('arrying oV"r 800,000 
troop" and lifting ovcr G4,OOO tOltS of 
cargo. FightPf and attHc'k squadrolls 
fJew lI!or" than 3;,,000 sortie's, dropping 
over Wi,OO() tons of ordnan('(' in (jpstroy­
jng thuusands of Sllj('tUft'S and bunkrrs, 

1st ~IAW pilot<.; w"", ('r('dited with 713 
(,{,"lny dead. 

air- I ,·,t,~", lIew yf'nr Ilf'gan for the 1st MAW 
'f' . ..(l1Iith' a ('ontinuatiof) of Inc,,'nH,nt VI sandy wash·Jand, iiiI' ril,ld \-Vrl.... I ()ll~IA(,:,). 

tional in Ihr('" w('('ks wlwn 
Skyhawks frulil ~I.A(;-12 I"'gan arl\t~ 
thl' ,1,()()() rOlll allllllillllllll rllllw"y. 

Throllgh I I", f('llIaindnr ... ·r!tl""""ri·,t
'
.\_·.,....,'· .......... 

tl", 1st ~lA\\, sUl'l'ortl'd thl" highly 
",'ssful Opf'tHt iOIl~ :,t arT itl', Piranha 
Harvl'st ~loon. 

!luring Ih,' first six III()nlh,~ of 1 
tIll' lsi ~lAW provided ('los" air STlJlP~ 
for mor(l than 2;-) l'olllliul oJH'fatiotis, 
whi!.. sililultall{'ollsly "XIIITldi11g its "ivil 
affairs program thrllllgholit ~1H I. 

In July Il)(,(i till' 1st ~lAW surpassI·d 
al1 pf(~violls sorl i(' f('('ords for ('lost' air 

support of a cOlllbat opprntioll wht'Tl 
Ope'ration I\astinw' "('gall. 1':I<'II«'nt;.; of 
MAC-If> d"ploYl'd 2 ,2()O ~larin".~ and 
J ,400 AHV ~ "" th" first day "f thp 
opprat ion. 

In its dq)Brting wcr" the 
Anti-Airr'raft Missi\" 

M"dilllll Ikli"opt{'f 
Fight"r Attack 

S,l\\ tl](' r('tir('-
1I)f'nt tit" hdi"opt('r from 
'larilll' Corps (,OTnhat Sl'rv ict' when 
~lariTl" ~kdillm lIpli"opt'" Squadron 362 
was d('{'olllT)lissjollPd at Phu Bail 

Phas(' II fI·d"pi "VrIl('nt in O"tol,,'r 
saw the dcpartu'i".lIf M.laincAI~ W""Jhcr 
AttaCh Squadron .,,,~,~ ~Iarill. ~bs(.'v,,-
tioll Squadron 4 altt! ~lari!l\. llr".vy 
II "Iicopt('r S'Iua!!tull .,~~ •• ••••••• : 
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• ''J',roop llPdq'l~yn~""t. 
'.~ "'On\)1'd,rllary I, /;,t MAW lIltits T<'tUfll­

.. d to Kh,.. Sanh for the first tilllp since 
1968 cnemy ']'"t o[f"nsiv<' wlwn 

"cr' t0T>covltt'/"-'!og istica I support to 
units ('Ilgag<'d thc",. All additional 
missioll was to provid(' logi;;ti"al sup­
port of AHVN [ore"s participating ill th" 
SOUl h Viptnarl\('se Operation, 1 jam SOIl 

719, in Laos. 
1st MAW units redq,loycd during 

Fdlfllary lind ~Iarf'h WI"" MAC:S-4, 
VMI'A-IIS and 1I~lM-3G,~, follow!'d in 
April hy 1l&1IS-18 alld VMO-2. 

Ilcad'llJilfL<Ts of the 1st ~IAW shift"d 
from !la Nang to the Marin" Corps Air 
i\.'Vio~. Iwakllni, Japan also during 
A~lfil: T~is marked the ('los(' of uc'arly 
sil, y .... , ('ontinuous "omhat s"rvi,," for 
fl~' I '!le~ A IV. 

, 
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1st MARINE AIRCRAFT WING

On November ], the 1st MAW receiv- In early November 1st MAW (Rear)
ed the A-6A Intruder jet, newest fixed was activated at lwakuni, Japan, con-
wing aircraft in the Marine Corps inven- trolling all Marine air units in Japan

and Okinawa and under the command oftory.
I Marine Expeditionary Force.During the early morning hours of

Phase II redeployment continued inJanuary 1, 1967 radar controlled jets November with MAG-36 moving from
caught an estimated 1,000 Viet Cong

Phu Bai to Futema, Okinawa. It was
moving toward Hue. They killed more

the first complete 1st MAW group tothan one third of the enemy force.
redeploy.

In late April the NVA commenced
Phase III redeployment commencedoperations to overrun Quang Tin

in late January 1970. Departing forProvince but the move was thwarted
CONUS were Marine Fighter Attackwith the help of Ist MAW pilots who
Squadron 542, Marine Attack Squadroncontinuously set records for number of

223 and Marine Heavy Helicoptersorties flown and ordnance delivered.

Squadron 361. The phase was complet-1st MAR A-6A jets struck for the
ed in February with the departure offirst time at enemy targets near Hanoi VMA-211 and MAG-12, the first fighter-and Haiphong during May. attack group to depart RVN.

By July, enemy pressure shifted to Phase 1V redeployment commenced
Maj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong the eastern DM% area near Con Thien. July 15, with the redeployment of Marine

Composite Reconnaissance Squadron IC G The 1st MAW provided close air support,
from Da Nang to Iwakuni, Japan. Inassault and resupply helicopters as1970--'71
August, Marine Medium Helicopterground Marines countered with Opera-
Squadron 161 departed for Santa Ana,tions Buffalo and Kingfisher. Marine
Calif., and Marine Wing Support Grouppilots also supported 13 operations byThe 1st Marine Aircraft Wing's com- 17 went to Iwakuni, Japan.Marine, U. S. Army and ARVN elementsmitment in the Republic of Victnam

During September, Marine All Weatherbetween Hoi An and Tam Ky, south ofbegan in April 1962 with the arrival of
Attack Squadron 242, the first A-6ADa Nang.increments of Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron to fly in Vietnam combat,Close air support and helicopter andSquadron 362, for Operation Shu Fly.
along with Chu Lai based Marinefixed wing resupply were essential to

The operation provided helicopter Fighter Attack Squadron 122 and Marinethe maintenance of Khe Sanh in early
support for Army of the Republic of Fighter Attack Squadron 314 departed1968. Fixed wing support, named Opera-Vietnam units. It continued without RVN.

tion Niagara, provided a continuous
Redeployment of Headquarters,interruption until March 1965 when the

unbrella of U. S. Marine Corps, Air9th Marine Amphibious Brigade landed Marine Aircraft Group 13, H&MS-13 and
Force whill Navy jets over Khe Sanh. MABS-13 in October ended the 1stat Da Nang. With it came the Marine
Marine helicopters flew 9,109 sorties,Aircraft Group 16 Headquarters. MAW'S increment IV reduction of forces.
thing 1,563 troops and 4,661 tons of

Statistically during 1970, 1st MAWIn April 1965, the first Marine Corps
helicopters flew more than 360,000F-4B Phantom jets were added to

November, the largest helicopter sorties while carrying over 800,000aviation inventory in RVN and
Corps history lifted

troops and lifting over 64,000 tons ofbegan operations from Da Nang. On Division in
cargo. Fighter and attack squadronsMay 11, 1965, Headquarters of the Operationof Meade River. flew more than 35,000 sorties, droppingMAW was shifted from Iwakuni, adnn

1969 saw the beginning over 85,000 tons of ordnance in destroy-to Da Nang.
Canyon, a seven ing thousands of stuctures and bunkers.Seabees and Marines landed at Chu

thrust into the Northern Ashau 1st MAW pilots were credited with 713Lai on May 1, 1965 and began work on ?
Valley The operation proved the ef- enemy dead.Short Airfield for Tactical Support. An

offectiveness air- The new year began for the 1st MAW
engineering marvel built OI) descried

ground with a continuation of Increment VIsandy wasteland, the field was oporage killeds Troop Redeployment.tional in three weeks when
the

February 1, 1st MAW units return-Skyhawks from MAG-12 began using of MI-16the ed to Khe Sanh for the first time sincethe 3,000 foot alamimum runway. Phasidiathe beginning the 1968 enemy Tel offensive when
Through the remainder -

called to provide logistical support to
the 1st MAW supported the highly departing theUnits units engaged there. An additionalwere
cessful Operations Starlite, Piranha Missile1st Anti-AircraftAugh mission was to provide logistical sup-Harvest Moon.

Battation, Marine Medium Helicopter port of ARVN forces participating in the
During the first six months of 1966, Squadran and Marine Fighter Attack South Vietnamese Operation, Lam Son

the 1st MAW provided close air support Squadr66:334 719, in Laos.
for more than 25 combat operations, The same month also saw the retire- 1st MAW units redeployed duringwhile simultaneously expanding its civil ment of the UH-34 helicopter from February and March were MACS-4,affairs program throughout MR 1. Marine Corps combat service when VMF'A-115 and HMM-364, followed in

In July 1966 the 1st MAW surpassed Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 362 April by H&HS-18 and VMO-2.
all previous sortie records for close air was decommissioned at Phu Bai. Headquarters of the 1st MAW shifted
support of a combat operation when Phase Il redeployment in October from Da Nang to the Marine Corps Air
Operation Hastings began. Elements of saw the departure of Marine Weather Sevior. Iwakuni, Japan also duringMAG-16 deployed 2,200 Marines and Attack Squadron Marine Obsorva- April® marked the close of nearly1,400 ARVN on the first day of the tion Squadron Marine continuous combat service for
operation. Helicopter Squadron
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1st MARINE DIVISION 

Maj. Gen. Charles F. Widdecke 
CG 

1970-

Th" initial commitment of lSI Mariup 
ilivision units to th" it"l)uhlic of 
Vif'tnam I"'g"n with th" landing of 
\Iariues at Qni Nilan, 170 miks sOllth­
past of !)ananf'; on J ul y I, J 96S. 

'I'll<' 3d ilattalion, 7th \Iarin",~, an 
artillpry unit, landed at Qui Nilcn to 
help in the dden,,!" of thp II. :-i. Air 
Force airstrip thf"re. 

Aug,]"t IS, 19(,;), rnarkl·d th" bC'gi 
ning of the first namp,] {'om bat olH'rat 
in V iptnam. Dp"ration :-itnrIitp 
,'ondll<,t!'d hy till' 1st and 2d HattaH 
7th MarinI's. I"t \larin£' Divisi 
till' :ld Hattalion. ~d Marin!'s, 3d 
Ilivision. on lIatangan P"ninsula 
20 rniks sOllth of Chu Lai. 

By thl' "nd of 1965, Division IIni 
ill-country indllded th" 1st and 
Battalions, 1st ~I"rin"s; ht, ·2d 
Hattalions, 7th ~Iarine". a III I " 
of th" ,1d and 4th Hattalio 
\tarin""', Individual support ha 
of tl,,' Divi"ion that wCre in-c 
the dose of the year in('I"d 
\totor Transport, II 
r:ngineer battalions. 

On April I, I 

Th .. Division'" re" 
ing thi" "pring p"riod 
spcurity of air hases at Phu Ba , 
'lanl?: and Chu Lai; drivin~ thc enemy 
out of the Division area; and rice and 
I'urn <:ollec'tion and civ ic ac,lion' 
t ions d!,"ign!'d to (lC'ny 
material support to ('n(,IllY forces. 

During 1966, Division units [Oonduct­
('d combat operations from th" D"mili­
tarized Zon!' (JHIZl in the nortl_-,o ~'. 
Hung Sat Special Zone OI:-iSZ~sol~h c:r 
Saigon. The lar~c,.,t of the oi' •• Jlion~ 
during the year WN(' Operation"er1air;z,· 

and II astings whi "h Wf'f(' ('ondudf'd 
along the \l~IZ ann in Quang Tri 
Province. Thes(' operations ac('oonted 
for mor,' than 1,:100 and 800 <'nem), kill­
('d, r('spectiv('\y. 

Vollowing ,) lull in action durinf; the 
J 967 '1')0:'1' holiday, the I st and 2d 
ilattalions, I st ~Iarines, launched 
Op"ration Stone on C; 0 N oi island "outh 
of IJa l\.lng. When the II day operation 
<'nded, the Marin"s had accounted fur 
nearly ,10() ('IlI'my kilJr.d, and ([{orC' than 
60 dctainf'd. Just a" illlPortant as tllf' 
cornllat portjoll of the operation, it also 
sif;nalcd thr "tart of a complpte clear­
ing and res Nt lem ('nl prugram. 

During Operation DeSoto, in thp Du(' 
Pho area 100 rnikH sonth of lJa Nang, 
more than ::1,')0 cnf'my wpw killpd. This 
operat ion ('nabl"d the 7th ~larines to 
establish the southern most ('ombat 
bast' in th<' I Corps area at Due Pho. 

The ,'ith ~1arincs ('onducted Opera­
t ions IInion [ and 11 in the Que Son 
VallPy, 21 llIilcs south of Da Nang, 
frolll April 21 to June S, 1967. During 
t he period, ines earned a 
Prcsid<,utial ion after inflict-

than 
as 

1st 

tion with additional efforts taken in 
civic action and civial affairs programs 
within the Division's area. 

The last major operation of 1968 
('arri"d ovt'r into 1969 aud accounted 
for morr than 2.160 enemy killed. 
Operation Taylor Common cover"rl an 
art'a from the An Hoa Basin to the 
Laut idn Il ordpr and wa;; ,ir-s igned to 
destroy N\'A rpst area". infiltration and 
sllPply rontps, lines. of ('ornrnunl('ation, 
and spveral enemy headquarters areas. 
The 1st lJivision operated with the 1st 
AIl.V'l Hanger Group, and ('aptured more 
t han 1,000 ind ivid ual and 80 crew-serv­

ed "capons as wcll as 210 tons of 
enemy rice. 

1969 also saw the continuation of 
Go fIj oi Is land operations w hpn [J. S. 
and Korean Marines, along with ViE't­
namese H angers and Arrny forces began 
Oppration Pipestone Canyon which 

included the clearing of that islan,!. 
1I. S. and Allied Forces killed lIIore 
than 8,,0 enemy and captured more than 
150 iudividual and crewserved weapons. 

There followed the rebnilding of 
the island so thilt the Vietnamese who 
were forced to leave C Qlll,; rdurn to 
their land and rebuild t.heir hornes. 

Then, during November 1969, the 
Division launched the Combined enit 
Pacification Program (CUPP). CUPP 
sent Marine units to work and live with 
the Vietnamese Popular (PF) and 
Hegional (HFl Force troops in villages 
and hamletR. By day the Marines 

,isted the people in oozens of tasks 
build ing projects to planting and 

ing ('rops while at night they 
HF and PF troops in defending 

oiling the village and humIN 

the Division conduded combat 
f)eraotl!lo,.,s, the year 1970 also signaled u._.u_.,. ,ployment of {:. :-i. Forces frorn 

The initial 1st ~Iilrine 
unit" to leave Viptnilm indlld-

1st Tank and the 7th and 9th 
~~-.~~~~:t, Battalions, which departed 

thirty-six 
battlc. 

Altt.ongl't,; 
I'on(~u('t~ • .r u 
mnp=asis.Pcas' estruction of 
th{. ('ne~y's altilit: ~o.~ocure supplies 
a: .... an'~ .. tr "Pll thl civilian popnla-
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ust, 

MlRI'totJ~lCr and October saw the re­
of the 7th Marine Regiment 

d Battalioll, lith Marines. 
continued rice and corn 

action, and civi I 
in conjunction with 

ions, in"lllding Imperial 
1itrearn and lIoang lJiPII 

1.Il:;I.l, began, til" Division eon­
:.tHn.aerP nt" combat op"rat ions and civic 

aetion prof;rams. 
During more than five years of 

combM action in ViPtnam, 1st Marine 
Division units have participated in 
more than 160 named combat operation" 
from the Demilitarized Zone area in the 
north, to th" Hung Sat Sppeial Zone 
S Dnth of :-iaigon. 

, 
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1st MARINE DIVISION

and Hastings which were conducted tion with additional efforts taken in
along the DMZ and in Quang Tri civic action and civial affairs programs
Province. These operations accounted within the Division's area,
for more than 1,300 and 800 enemy kill- The last major operation of 1968
ed, respectively. carried over into 1969 and accounted

for more than 2,160 enemy killed.Following a lull in action during the
Operation Taylor Common covered an1967 TET holiday, the 1st and 2d
area from the An Iloa Basin to theBattalions, 1st Marines, launched
Laotian Border and was designed toOperation Stone on Go Noi Island south
destroy NVA rest areas, infiltration andof Da Nang. When the 11 day operation
supply routes, lines of communication,ended, the Marines had accounted for
and several enemy headquarters areas,nearly 300 enemy killed, and more than
The 1st Division operated with the 1st60 detained. Just as important as the ARVN Ranger Group, and captured morecombat portion of the operation, it also
than 1,000 individual and 80 crew-serv-signaled the start of a complete clear-

ed weapons as well as 210 tons ofing and resettlement program.
enemy rice,During Operation DeSoto, in the Due

Pho area 100 miles south of Da Nang, 1969 also saw the continuation of

Go Noi Island operations when U. S.more than 350 enemy were killed. This
and Korean Marines, along with Viet-operation enabled the 7th Marines to

Maj. Gen. Charles F. Widdecke namese Rangers and Army forces beganestablish the southern most combat
Operation Pipestone Canyon whichbase in the I Corps area at Duc Pho.CG

The 5th Marines conducted Opera- included the clearing of that island.1970- tions Union I and II in the Que Son U. S. and Allied Forces killed more
Valley, 21 miles south of Da Nang, than 850 enemy and captured more thanThe initial commitment of 1st Marine from April 21 to June 5, 1967. During 150 individual and crewserved weapons.Division units to the Republic of

There followed the rebuilding ofthe period, earned aVietnam began with the landing of
Presidential imitation after inflict- the island so that the Vietnamese whoMarines at Qui Nhon, 170 miles south-

were forced to leave could return tomore than 30000 Temy casualties andeast of Danang on July I, 1965,
their land and rebuild their homes.NVA DivisionThe 3d Battalion, 7th Marines, an as

artillery unit, landed at Qui Nhon to Then, during November 1969, the
found the 1sthelp in the defense of the U. S. Air Division launched the Combined Unit
concentrating Pacification Program (CUPP). CUPPForce airstrip there.

affairs, and sent Marine units to work and live withAugust 15, 1965, marked the begin-
revolutionary developmentning of the first named combat operation the Vietnamese Popular (PF) andprograms
designed to firther hinder the enemy in Regional (RF) Force troops in villagesin Vietnam. Operation Starlite WAS
obtaining andnatural more supportconducted by the 1st and 2d Battalions and hamlets. By day the Marines
from the population7th Marines, 1st Marine Division, an assisted the people in dozens of tasks

NietlyThe 1968 withthe 3d Battalion, 3d Marines, 3d Marin year from building projects to planting and
only scaftere record harvesting crops while at night theyDivision, on Batangan Peninsula About

the Februar oined RF and PF troops in defendingin the Divisi20 miles south of Chu Lai.
CommunityBy the end of 1965, Division units patrolling the village and hamlet
relative cammin-country included the 1st and

February While the Division conducted combatBattalions, 1st Marines; 1st, 2d and
1968, when of the operations, the year 1970 also signaledBattalions, 7th Marines, and elem

that th redeployment of U. S. Forces fromof the 3d and 4th Battalions,
was under Vietnam. The initial 1st Marine

hadybeenMarines. Individual support batt ofs
of the Division that were in-cour two Division units to leave Vietnam includ-in
the close of the year included Medical, NVA ed the 1st Tank and the 7th and 9th
Motor Transport, Reconnaissance and bega battle Battalions, which departed

wereand during August.themEngineer battalions. "ned fist

Battalion, 5thOn April 1, 1966- the 1st Marine September and October saw the re-
an-amphibious, against of the 7th Marine RegimentDivision Command Post was established
utilizing craft 3d Battalion, 11th Marines.andat Chu Lai and major units of the Divi-
Following days of bitter stree ion continued rice and cornsion were operating in Vietnam
hobie-to-house fighting, Compa civic action, and civilThe Division's responsib dur- Battalion, 5th Marines Taffair programs in conjunction with

ing this spring period included the U. S. Flag signifying that the southwest combat operations, including Imperialsecurity of air bases at Phu Bai, wall was again under Allied control Stream and Hoang DieuNang and Chu Lai, driving the enemy During eperation Hue Gity, Marineout of the Division area; and rice and accounter for 880 enemy 1971 began, the Division con-corn collection and civic action` opera- killed 336 individual crés stinned? its combat operations and civictions designed to deny moral and served weapons captured. One hundred action programs.material support to enemy forces.
thirty-six Marines died during the During more than five years of

During 1966, Division units conduct- battle. combat action in Vietnam, 1st Marine
ed combat operations from the Demili- Although operations were Division units have participated in
tarized Zone (DMZ) in the north the. conducted primary more than 160 named combat operations
Rung Sat Special Zone (RSSZ) south emplasis.fcassigned &n destruction of from the Demilitarized Zone area in the
Saigon. The largest of the openion the enemy's abilito tooprocure supplies north, to the Rung Sat Special Zone
during the year were Operations Prair th civilian popula- south of Saigon.
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FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND 

Brig. Gen. James R. Jones 
C(; 

1970-

On March 1 S, 1 'l66, (,'orr'" Logistic 
Command (I'I,C) was horn of necE'ssity. 
A IlPW unit its mission cssL'utially is 
the arminf;, [('('ding, ,'Iothing and supply­
ing of ~Iarinf' for('f's H('uttNed through­
out ~1I1 J. 

Now headquanf'rpd at CalliI' .Jay K. 

Books, the cOlllmand iH an intq.;-ral part 
of th" ~Iarin(' CO'lls air-ground [efllll in 
the l\Ppuhlic of Vietnam. ' 

After the initial landing n('ar 
in Mar('h J 96S, Marine 'tf<'lIgths 
tinued to grow until 
vitdonR and a r~inf 

comprising III 
tween (:hu I 
supportl'd thl' 
Jo'LSC-1l 
for(\l's. 
operatC'd at 

l<lI('h 
various 

was 

combat support base", to the Army. 
VLSG-A was redeployed to Okinawa 
and deactivated on Nov. 7, 1969. 

Th" 7th Motor Tran,,;p0rl Battalion 
arrivC'r\ in I\lay 196,s with its command 
e l{,lIIents arriving in Chu Lai in ~Iarch 
1966. 

7th Motors participated in numerous 
operations againRt enemy force",. 
Rough Rider convoys ground out nearly 
4,.5 million miles through choking dust 
and sucking mud to carry more than 
945,000 tons of cargo to Americans and 
their Alli"s belorp redeploying to th" 
\J. S. late in February 1970. 

Originally Iwad'luartered in Chu Lai, 
n.SG-B was ]'C'df'signatcd from FLSIJ-I 
on March 1 fl, 196(.. Latl'r it moved to 
Quang Tri wI""" it bn'''mc r"'"'polls ibl" 
for providing logisti(, support to all 
~lariIll' and Allied forcE'S near the J)I\IZ. 
At the height of opprations, FLSC-Jl 
support!'rl IItOH' than 70,000 troops. 

!luring its four years-plus, F LSC-B 
('stablish"d I.SlIs 'll Qnang Tri, Landing 
I,on(' Stnd and cmhattlcd Khe Sanh to 
lIlaintain (,jO:-'>f"f cOllla{'l with comhat 
nnits. 

I,ate in was 
frolll Quang 
dr'a('tivalf'd 

Combat M"als in the past 1:~ months 
alone. 

Explosive Ordnanc" Disposal \>larines 
rec:overpd ovpr 449,000 d('ad ly I. S. and 
<'nt'my ('xplo,-;ive items, disarming and 
destroying 95,000 of thelll. 

The battalion's Ammunition Supply 
Points #1 and #2 dispensed ordnance 
ranging from 5.56mm rounds for M-16 
rifl"" to 175Il11Il "hells fur artillery guns. 

Th" bakery IlIad" and ,listributprl 
mort' than 12 million doughnuts and 
alrnost 2:1 million pounds of br<'ad, 

'I'll(' battalion's Betrograde Facility, 
charged with the shipping of all classes 
of (,xc'''ss or damaged gear to other 
command~, l'untinuf':O-; to transfer hun­

dreds of thousands of lIl1'llsured tons of 
eq uipmpnt. J 

~lainL('nan('f" Battalion carne into 
b£'ing in F,'brunry 1967 and Was original­
ly locatpd at tllP ])a Nang Air Basp unti I 
commitments grpw too largE' and space 
too small. In 1969 r"f)air scctions bq;an 
moving to Camp Boob. 

At Motor Transport ~laintenal1c(" Cu., 
morc than 4,23,s vchick~ have been 
rcpairf'd and rf'tlJrnpd to thpir parf'llt 
organizations within the past 1,< ntonths. 
General Supply ~laintf'nance Co., dis­
handed in Ju Iy 1970, processed nf'ar Iy 
5,700 work r"quests on items ranginf; 
from typewritl'fS to canvas. Communiea 
tions/~:lectroflirs ~Iainlf'nance Co. has 
re paired m Ore than 40,000 uama ged 

Ordnan('p ~Iaintenance Co. has 
lIlore than 1,600 barrels on 

and artillery guns in addition 
other irecps. Enginppr 

a"d maintpnancl' 
~:nginecr 

ion l<nginl'l'r 

~~~tl~a~ ... ~~~,,;;; gmeer eq ui pment 
Over 8,000 work 

Illicl'II"oee"scd. 

~ervice Balta lion 
my 1967. Among 

ary Poli transportation of 
, Camp Pendleto combat of,,'wtions 

'''TIee(' aud arrived in Vietnam 'lUistrative functions 
thf' followillg\ ~Iiiy. It was a"''''igned ranked high on the list. quartt·,,' IV (1111](1 b,(,,",~ , 

('I('fll('nts of FI.SC;r~:.>' 
"t)llrdinat(' all sUJl~' 

'T."'r:t:~""'t""''"'',1 ',e ,fe,usc.," IJL ~,Da riW:f;~Yjt,,~,~Ar:.e.!!:.._ <lloC,l:",hile transporting two million tons 
I he IlIISslOn ~:'qlllrf'd .wtegr<ltwg tl~e of cargo"in"slfilport'ofhr'nnd 3d Marine 

Forf'!' I ,ogi~t iI' COlllllland \\i,IS hnfn. 

TI", 1'0«1 to hI' att.linl'd was "If""t iv(', 
('ffi('i(,111, slislaill(,d logistit· ,--:upport to 

III ~I'\I' fo,,'!'s in( ludill~ Il('puhli(' of 
Kon'a and IlIl.('r 1,'«('(, \lorld jo'Ol't't's in 
\111 I, with sl'lf-,slIslaillillf;, baLIlj('(·d, 
mobile I()gi~ .. .;{jl" :--ilJpptlf'L (·I(,lIlt'lIts. 

H{·cit·signaled from I'OT('(, I,Of!,Lsti(' 

SlIpport CrOllI', I'I.SC-A (',,,"l' into h!'ing 
~Iarch l!"" 1966. II,", suhordinat(' llIlits 
W('fr' charged with supporting JrrJ \lari(Jr' 
Divisioll troops from Phu Ilai 10 tl", 
!lMZ. Logisti" SUJlJlort linits were ('s­
tablishE'd at !'hll Bai, !long Ila, IIUf' 
and Khe Sanh. 

In oariy Janllary 1969, the main borly 
of FI.SG-A was mo,"prJ from Phil Ilai to 
])a Nang aft!'r turning over many of it,; 

dd"nse <"frorts ~[ all fr1"ndly forces III Divisions operations, Truck Co. grollnd 
rnatllal dd"I1se'd\;f the area, With ernpha- alit over 11 million miles. 
sis 011 th .. Ila ~,\ng Air Basp and vital COIllIll. CD., FLC's comlllllUications 
hridf;f's within thd" art'a. This important link with the world, handlod 12 milliOlI 
dd('lIse of tho ',Air !las(' continues traIlslllissions, hath i(wotlling and out-

loday. ~()ing-, on Ihc'ir complc·x computerized 
Slll'ply Ilattulilill was f'stahli"lwd Irnnsmittprs. 

IV it hi n t hc F LC "tnwt "r(' at r.amp [lao k" 1'E'l'hal''' all" of tile grr'atpst aelI i" v,,-
in I,'('hruary 1967 and has prnvidr·" n "I<'nts by II. ~. 1",[sOlln,' I in [(,Ialioll to 
Illost vital link in (l(·(,ornplishing tIl{' CLvie Action was ('onstruction of the 
Fl.e mission. spaciulls, 120-hed lIoa l\hanh Children'" 

'I'h" 7th S"l'aral<' ilulk "'ud Co. liospital at Camp ]looks. 
disponHPd morr' th<JlI 7b million gallons From a tent facility, the hospital 
of pPlroJr.Utll produ('[" from 1'1lf'1 poillts grew and prospE'rert, providing in-pati(>llt 
titrouf;hout ~llI.-jt, -t!ati"fl--C;o.- was -!t~d "fit-patient medical treatment to 
<'IHlrW,d with ~ro':Hin; [~1lO1 i":uing Qlou~an(~ of children. Operation of the 

food. Marines .I~ahlt to:vi~it IDcsshtt.ls e=osl~fa' waH turned over to th" World 
f('('('ived cios£' ~) IlerP.illiulle(ndMt+ttal ]ilolicJl.:ommission in Jun" 1970. 
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FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND
combat thebases Combat Meals in the past 13 monthsArmy.support to
FLSG-A was redeployed to Okinawa alone.

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Marinesand deactivated on Nov. 7, 1969.
recovered over 449,000 deadly S. andThe 7th Motor Transport Battalion
enemy explosive items, disarming andarrived in May 1965 with its command
destroying 95,000 of them.elements arriving in Chu Lai in March

The battalion's Ammunition Supply1966.
Points #1 and #2 dispensed ordnance7th Motors participated in numerous
ranging from 5.56mm rounds for M-16operations against enemy forces.
rifles to 175mm shells for artillery guns.Rough Rider convoys ground out nearly The bakery made and distributed4,5 million miles through choking dust
more than 12 million doughnuts andand sucking mud to carry more than
almost 23 million pounds of bread.945,000 tons of cargo to Americans and

The battalion's Retrograde Facility,their Allies before redeploying to the
charged with the shipping of all classesU. S. late in February 1970.
of excess or damaged gear to otherOriginally headquartered in Chu Lai,
commands, continues to transfer hun-FLSG-B was redesignated from FLSU-1
dreds of thousands of measured tons ofon March 15, 1966. Later it moved to

equipment.Quang Tri where it became responsible
Maintenance Battalion came intofor providing logistic support to all

being in February 1967 and was original-Brig. Gen. James R. Jones Marine and Allied forces near the DMZ.
ly located at the Da Nang Air Base untilAt the height of operations, FLSG-BCG commitments grew too large and spacesupported more than 70,000 troops. too small. In 1969 repair sections began1970-

During its four years-plus, FLSC-B moving to Camp Books.
established LSUs at Quang Tri, Landing At Motor Transport Maintenance Co.,On March 15, 1966, Force Logistic Zone Stud and embattled Khe Sanh to more than 4,235 vehicles have beenCommand (FLC) was born of necessity. maintain closer contact with combat repaired and returned to their parentA new unit its mission essentially is
units. organizations within the past 13 months.the arming, feeding, clothing and supply- Late in 1969 FLSG-B was moved General Supply Maintenance Co., dis-

ing of Marine forces scattered through-
from Quang Tri m Camp Books, It was banded in July 1970, processed nearlyout MR 1.
deactivated Sept. 15, 1970 and was re- 5,700 work requests on items rangingNow headquartered at Camp Jay K.
activated así Service Battalion:45th from typewriters to canvas. Communica

Books, the command is an integral part Marine Amphibious Brigade Quilp tions/Electronics Maintenance Co. hasof the Marine Corps air-ground team in
Pendleton. repaired more than 40,000 damagedthe Republic of Victnam.

In mid-August Ordnance Maintenance Co. has
After the initial landing near DaNang Nilitery Patien more than 1,600 barrels on
March 1965, Marine strengths con-in LandCampfrom small arms and artillery guns in addition

tinued to grow until two-reinforced di- after more than other pieces. Engineer
visions and a arcraft wing, size stComprovided maintenance
comprising III MAF). were situated be- EngineerForce
tween Chu Lai, the DMZ FLSGIFA the Division EngineerBatta
supported the and all engineer equipment
FLSG-B supportil 8,000Over work
forces. Two Logistic Units Policen Da
operated at Donge Ua and Service Battalion

Da NangstreatEach support elepiant 1967. Among
Police Battelionvarious controlling transportation ofet

ativated at Camp Pendletonsupport was complicated VIL support combat operationswas
regulating administrative functionsandDecember 1965 and arrived in Vietnamdecided head-that senioronewas

quarters wound be established from the following ranked high on the list.May. It was assigned
elements of and FLSG-1 TO defense... of the Da Nang Vital Area. While transporting two million tons
coordinate all support Thus, The mission required integrating the of cargo in support of dst-and 3d Marine

defense efforts of all friendly forces inForce Logistic Command was born. Divisions operations, Truck Co. ground
mutual defense of the area, with empha-The goal to be attained was effective, out over 11 million miles.
sis on the Da Nang Air Base and vitalefficient, sustained logistic support to Comm. Co., FLC's communications
bridges within the area. This importantIII MAF forces ino luding Republic of link with the world, handled 12 million
defense of the Air Base continuesKorea and other Free World Forces in transmissions, both incoming and out-
today.MR I, with self-sustaining, balanced, going, on their complex computerized

Supply Battalion was establishedmobile logistic support elements. transmitters.
within the FLC structure at Camp BooksRedesignated from Force Logistic Perhaps one of the greatest achieve-
in February 1967 and has provided aSupport Group, FLSC-A came into being ments by U. S. personnel in relation to
most vital link in accomplishing the Civic Action was construction of theMarch 15, 1966. his subordinate units
FLC mission.

spacious, 120-bed Hoa Khanh Children'swere charged with supporting 3rd Marine
Hospital at Camp Books.Division troops from Phu Bai to the The 7th Separate Bulk Fuel Co.

DMZ. Logistic Support Units were es- From a tent facility, the hospitaldispensed more than 76 million gallons
tablished at Phu Bai, Dong Ha, Hue of petroleum products from fuel points grew and prospered, providing in-patient
and Khe Sanh. throughout MR and eat-patient medical treatment towas

In early January 1969, the main body charged with procerine and issuing Thousands of children. Operation of the
of FLSG-A was moved from Phu Bai to food. Marines visit pesshalls Hospital was turned over to the World
Da Nang after turning over many of its received close Relie Commission in June 1970.

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

3d r!ARINE DlvTslON 

Maj. Gen. Loui s Metzger 
cc; 

1()71-

I<'orward ,,1""l<'lIt:-; of th" 3d "'arillC' 
Ilivisioll, thp first division si/.!· ground 
('olllhnt unit of Ih" [I. S. Arlll"d VorcE's 
to arriv,. in Ill(' ""I"II>lie of Vi"tnalll, 
land"d on h"ach('s off Ilananl\ on March 
fl. I %5. This 1 "'1\ an Ill·arly fiv£' n'ars 
of combat adion and 120 Major 0Pf'f­
ations which a"""unl"d for more> than 
3(l,OOO VC/NVA kil\"d in allion. 

Inl<'r1aced with comhat ~dL'ltvltl(,S 
WC'f,C numerOlls and ('ontinuinf!; paci fi­
cation programs thl11ughout the I)', 

vision's Tadicul Arpa of HesponsibU 
(TAOHl. At one time ~ ~ . 
TAOI! induded four of th" 
vinces in [ Corps (now :'I1ilit 
2l. 

Within two months 
landing thf' 3d Mar ine 
opcrating from thr"e TA 
lIue/Phu lIai and Chu I ai.' 

[n July 1965, llIor£' elP 
"t Qui Nhon, 150 miles 
'iang, Cfpating a fourth 't"'A 
Division. TIH' remainder 
found 3d Ilivisioll 
ticipatiul\ 
inelud ing 

During the early months (II 
3d Division developed thc',<: 
t'on('C'pt, a comhination or,. 
civic, and psy' hol()gical-warfar~ 
to r"pstablish Vietnamese control' 
th" populae!' 0 f H gi VeIl area. Du 
County Fair op"rations Marines isola 
all area, ('ullinI' off all routl'S of access. 
Thl' inhabitants of th" Hrl'a wl're as­
sf'llIhlf'd with thl' aid of VicllHllllese 
officials and thpi .. idpntification VPri­
f il'd. Th ey W''fl' tllPn ~i V I'll llIed i ca I 
,lid, lood and otl,,'r ('sscntials and 
I'ntcrtaincd while their village was 
s<,arc/wd for Vi!'! Coug SlISel""." "'~ 
equipment. h1110willg tl,Je.~~,%,"ati~n 
a unit remained with thl' vtllage.to fW. 

•• • 

them in providing security Irom the 
Viet Cong and to train the village 
security force. 

Another concept developed by the 
Marines? based on the village security 
force~J IS the Combined Action Program. 
Com bined Acti on uni ts were formed 
consistinll of U. S. Marine/Vietnamesc 
forces and employed within villages 
and halllle ts to protect the people and 
renew thei r can fidence in the Vie t­
namese governmen t. 

In addition to small unit actions and 
paeification prollrams, the Division 
conducted eleven major operations 
during 1966, including r.eorl\ia, Macon, 
Hastings, Prairie and Chinook I, with 
the majority 01 these taking plaee in 
Quang Tri Province against soldiers 
of the North Vietnamese Army (NVA). 

On October 9, 1966, the Division's 
headquarters moved to Phu Hai 50 
miles north 01 Da Nang. The ~ove 
enhanced con tra I 0 I combat operations 
as clements of the Division continued 
to deV(·lop dally contads with NVA 
forces in the ",reas sou th 0 f the l)M Z 
while, prot,ectit the populace there 
from Inl'UrSlOnSH' > 

The followi~g y '1967 
with the Divisl(ln s 

Province, oper~ti,,!! .IPa,!U':-JiHl.Q .... Jlilll 
as Khe Sahn, 1fong 
Gio Ljnh and ton T 
will long be 
named 

he"'C .. tttp of 
to 'Khe Sanh on January 
N\ A force c:on"isting of two divisions, 
r~ in forced with arti !lery, tanks, an ti­
aircraft artillery and rocket units, 
encircled and lay siege to the cOlllbat 
basp. Elements of two additional NVA 
divt"io~~Vcr~·a·v .. ia:Pe in the area to 
su.r~)Qrl -mis ~ttatk .• The siege con­
.nnpo :lIIt.l ~pri~ 7:.,hen a joint 3d 
•••• •• •• • 

DECLASSIFIED 

Marine Division/1st Air Cavalrv Di­
vision task force caused the ene~y to 
ret rea t. 

Action continued during the Spring 
of 196B when Division elements, 
principally the Fourth Marines, engaged 
an estimated two regiment NVA force 
at the little village of Dai Do just north 
of Dong Ha. Marine units were credited 
with killing 1,801 NVA during the two 
week battle. 

During the next two months, June 
and Ju ly, the Di vision developed the 
concept of mutually supporting lire 
support bases which allowed for rapid 
deployment of mobile Marine company 
size units into prepared landing zones 
und er the constant protection of artillery 
Ii re. 

As 196B ended, the Division con­
ducted operations throughout its AO, 
including Scotland II and Lancaster II 
which rpslJltp.d in the discovery and 
destruction 01 several "<V A base camps, 
training area" anri huge stores of snp­
plies. 

On January 22, 1969, operation 
Dewey Canyon began in the A Shau 
Valley. During the next two months 
the Ninth Marines brought disaster to 
til» enemy in the area who suffered 
1,617 soldiers killed and the loss of 
1,223 individual weapons and 243 crew 
served weapons, including 12 Russian 
rnakp 122mm fi"ld guns. As a result of 
numerous operations lrom the firs t 01 
the year, until relieved of its combat 
operations in October, the Division 
accounted for over 5,UOO marl' N VA 
killed in action. 

One of the most essentiHI aspects 
of .the Division's operations in the 
Repbblic of Vietnam ha" been it" con­
nibu toward the Vietnam Facifi­

through Civil Affairs 
"fforts. Although 
crate for thc entire 

on's tour in Vietnam, 
taken Irom the tirst 
9 when more than 

Cion ~'rograI1l and 
15, ('tnamese were 

llndl'f the Dental Civic Action 
m in·th" Division's TAOH. 

early AUlSust 1969, actin~ on 
sident Nixon's orders to reduce the 
S. Amled Forces strength in the 

li\j"'of Vietnam, the Ninth Marines 
, 'r supportinll units redeployed 
lIlawa. The remainder 01 the 

~ con tinucd operations in the 
'vlCmity 01 Vandcgrift Combat fla"e 
and just south of the DMZ to prevent 
the NVA Irom infiltrating into Quan~ 
Tri Province. 

In October 1969, the Third Marines 
returned to the lJ. S. The re>;t of the 
Division redeployed to Okinawa in early 
November 1969 where they stand today 
as a force-in-readiness. 

, 
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3d MARINE DIVISION

Marine Division/lst Air Cavalry Di-them in providing security from the
vision task force caused the enemy toViet Cong and to train the village

security force. retreat.

Action continued during the SpringAnother concept developed by the
1968 when Division elements,ofMarines, based on the village security

principally the Fourth Marines, engagedforces, is the Combined Action Program.
an estimated two regiment NVA forceCombined Action units were formed
at the little village of Dai Do just north

consisting of U. S. Marine/Vietnamese
of Dong Ha. Marine units were creditedforces and employed within villages
with killing 1,801 NVA during the twoand hamlets to protect the people and
week battle.renew their confidence in the Viet-

During the next two months, Junenamese government.
and July, the Division developed theIn addition to small unit actions and
concept of mutually supporting fire

pacification programs, the Division
support bases which allowed for rapidconducted eleven major operations
deployment of mobile Marine companyduring 1966, including Georgia, Macon,
size units into prepared landing zones

Hastings, Prairie and Chinook I, with
under the constant protection of artillerythe majority of these taking place in

fire.Quang Tri Province against soldiers
As 1968 ended, the Division con-of the North Vietnamese Army (NVA).

ducted operations throughout its AO,On October 9, 1966, the Division's
Maj. Gen. Louis Metzger including Scotland II and Lancaster II

headquarters moved to Phu Bai, 50
which resulted in the discovery and

miles north of Da Nang. The moveCG destruction of several NVA base camps,enhanced control of combat operations
training areas and huge stores of sup-1971- as elements of the Division continued
plies.to develop daily contacts with NVAForward elements of the 3₫ Marine On January 22, 1969, operationforces in the areas south of the DMZ

Division, the first division size ground Dewey Canyon began in the A Shau
while protecting the populace therecombat unit of the U. S. Armed Forces Valley. During the next two monthsfrom incursions.to arrive in the Republic of Vietnam, the Ninth Marines brought disaster toThe following year, 1967, openedlanded on beaches off Danang on March the enemy in the area who sufferedwith the Division still in Quang Tri8, 1965. This began nearly five years 1,617 soldiers killed and the loss of
Province, operating from such placesof combat action and 120 Major oper- 1,223 individual weapons and 243 crewas Khe Sahn, Dong Ha, Camp Garroll,ations which accounted for more than served weapons, including 12 RussianGio Linh and Con Thies names which36,000 VC/NVA killed in action. make 122mm field guns. As a result of
will long be remembered. The majorInterlaced with combat activities numerous operations from the first ofnamed operations during this periodwere numerous and continuing pacifi- the year, until relieved of its combatwere Crocketj, Cimmaron, Baffalo,cation programs throughout the Di-

operations in October, the Division
Hickory II and Kingfishurvision's Tactical Area of Responsibility accounted for over 5,000 more NVA

(TAOR). At one time or another the Renewed operations south of the killed in action.DMZ required greater heedom of oper-TAOR included four of the five pros One of the most essential aspects
ation by the Division withoutvinces in [ Corps (now Military Region of the Division's operations in the
izing the lives of innocent/civilians.2).

Republic of Vietnam has been its con-
accomplish this, plate then 10,000Within two months their-initial tributions, toward the Vietnam Pacifi-

ivilians were relocated in July 1967landing the 3d Marine Division was cation Hiogram through Civil Affairs
villageoperating from three TAOR' Dadang from and efforts. Although

Hue/Phu Bai and Chu Lai. enumerate for the entire
In July 1965, more period the,Mivision's tour in Vietnam,

at Qui Nhon, 150 miles south example calt be taken from the first
Nang, creating a fourth THOT

SIX months of 1969 when more than
Division. The remainder of

200, Vietnamese were treated under
found 3₫ Division Leathernee dical Civic Action Program andthe
ticipating in several major 15,000than Tetnamesemore were
including Starlite, and Harvest

treated under the Dental Civic Action
During the early months of 196 the Program in the Division's TAOR.

3₫ Division developed the County By early August 1969, acting on
concept, a combination of milita President Nixon's orders to reduce the
civic, and psychological-warfare actions S. Armed Forces strength in the
to reestablish Vietnamese control

Republic of Vietnam, the Ninth Marines
the populace of a given area. During and their supporting units redeployed
County Fair operations Marines isolated no Okinawa. The remainder of the
an area, cutting off all routes of access. he center of was-draws Division continued operations in the
The inhabitants of the area were as- to Khe Sanh on January 20 when an Vicinity of Vandegrift Combat Base
sembled with the aid of Vietnamese NVA force consisting of two divisions, and just south of the DMZ to prevent
officials and their identification veri- reinforced with artillery, tanks, anti- the NVA from infiltrating into Quang
fied. They were then given medical aircraft artillery and rocket units, Tri Province.
aid, food and other essentials and encircled and lay siege to the combat In October 1969, the Third Marines
entertained while their village was base. Elements of two additional NVA returned to the U. S. The rest of the
searched for Viet Cong suspects SSA in the area to Division redeployed to Okinawa in early
equipment. Following the operation support this attack. The siege con- November 1969 where they stand today
a unit remained with the village to and vinued entit April when a joint 3d as a force-in-readiness.
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m MARINI AMPHIBIOtJS FORCE 

CIVIC ACTION 
No summary of Marine actl vltle" in 

the Hepublic of Vietnam would be 
"omplete without mentioning Civic 
A"tion. Sometimes called "thp other 
war," it was never this to the \larines 
who showed as much determination in 
helping the Vietnamese people as they 
did in destroying the invading enemy. 

Essentially the Marines sought to 
bring peace and "eeudty to a troubled 
land. Civic action was one means of, 
doing this. 

MvnC:A P 
Program) was 
early program. 

MEDeAP 

Navy corpsmen who 
"'Illads on patrols. 
passed through viII 
the corpsmen gave 
sis tance they cou Id. 
expanded into regu 
calls, and medical 
sct up to treat the 

This was followed u 
in hygienic and sanita 
included distribution 
modity rarely 
Vietnamese. 

The Marines 
program 
schoo Is, 

to give 
wells and 

Organizations such as 
Helief Service, USClM (IJ 
Operations Mission), CA a 
HANDCLASP began ('ontrib\l~ing m 
terials. Aside from the professio 
organizations, I.S. citizens respond 
to letters from friends and relatives' 
serving with the Marine Corps and 
also began to send goods. 

During this period two other major 
events occurred that gave impetus to 
the civic action program and supported 
the V ietnamese government's fIlral 
constru ction e{forts: Opera t ion Go I den 
FIN'l'e and the dl've\opment of the 
Combined Action Program. 

By providing a cordon of Marines to 
protect the farmers during the harvest 
period, Golden Fleece operations denied 
rice to the enemy and kept it for the 

fanners to whom it belonged. 

CAP 

The Combined Action Program (CAP) 
integrated Marine rifle squads with 
Vietnamese Popular Force platoons to 
provide continuous local security for 
the villages and hamlets within the 
TAOH. The concept proved successful 
from the start and became an important 

for combating the guerrilla, 
. Pl~J.y'.r,\!' and d 

When the Forc:~ Logistic Command 
moved into the Camp Dooks compound, 
the faei lity was expanded by con­
struction of a wood ano tin bui Iding 
ab Ie to accomodate 70 children. 

The hospital's fame spread among 
the people and parents brought their 
children from as far away as the DMZ. 

Soon the facility was again overtaxed. 

Vietnamese laborers under the super­
visian of \<1arine engineers and Navy 
Seabees began work on a !lew facility 
ill "the fall of 1967. Two wings were 
added in 1968 giving the building its 

resent "lJ" shape. 

The cost of construction was about 
S3 00,000, all dona ted by scrvi c eman 

d 11 patrons. Officially opened 
, 1969, the ho"pital is stocked 

ipment valued at more than 
It is staffed by four 'lavy 

~:./ doctors w~Q work part time ill addition 
,(" to their iegJlar duties as FLC medical 

officers. Eight Navy corpsmen mak~ 
lip ,thl' bt'l'alli,,, of the volunteer staff. 

;,'j 

ion i]1l~echnic~ "'ilik such 
_ ,~e;fvy equi ! ntoperation 
. driving bega~)in a school 
bi tlye l\aval S(pport Activity 

I At the s~e time other 
jteaching ",omen how to 

g machines and the number 
guage claJses multiplied, 

the people '"', i~terf",t #.; 
. t in,' Marines ,JlIO ,,.frad' ~omi-

from far away to help them. • , 

cmLDHFN'S HOSPITAL 

One of the lIIost "uccessful and well 
known civic action projects has been 
the 120 bed Iloa Khanh Children's 
lIospital. In late 1965 Navy Corpsmen 
recognized the rl'e~fI r.>",.)et'~'''ne'~cal 
treatment for Vi~mll:(,s,! chi~jen aaJld 
established an .!1 J.~d •• tell~.llI:ls~~t:t. 
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,""I 
,T:?:~i'e '!ire also 56 Vietnamese workers 
'!oYI):d including 29 nurses under the 

rvi";ion of \lead Nurse Nguyen Thi 
The World Relief Commiss ion 

, 'rines of III .MAr .Forces 
rom' the Repub he of VIetnam, 

:e !behind tangible evidence of 
,·'c 11:-,,; (io)1' Prof(ram's success. 
:~ , "~><:fP',:'" . 
rOJJ,lld,,~ In the lush f,elds of 

grain pro l\(,e,('ltom new strains of seed 
and nurtured by chemical fertilizers. 

h is carried in the air by the hum of 
the busy rice mi lling machines. N "w 
roads connect hi therto inaccessible 
hamlets and rarry 'he products of 

,handicraft industries recently started. 
1 
The schools arl' full and there are 

mallY more of them. The children are 
heai'thv bccause of milk and food dis­
tributi~)n programs and increased medica I 
('are. New wells, market places, 
irrigatioln proj('cb and bridges dot the 
country" i de. 

·:'I::i~r(~ ",ction has bpen a sif,'l1ificant 
plrt ~~.~drine Corps operations in the 
'l:pultl~'i of Vietnam. 

I 
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III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

CIVIC ACTION

No summary of Marine activities in farmers to whom it belonged. When the Force Logistic Command
the Republic of Vietnam would be moved into the Camp Books compound,
complete without mentioning Civic the facility was expanded by con-CAP
Action. Sometimes called "the other struction of a wood and tin building
war," it was never this to the Marines The Combined Action Program (CAP) able to accomodate 70 children.
who showed as much determination in integrated Marine rifle squads with

The hospital's fame spread amonghelping the Vietnamese people as they Vietnamese Popular Force platoons to
the people and parents brought theirdid in destroying the invading enemy. provide continuous local security for
children from as far away as the DMZ,the villages and hamlets within the

Essentially the Marines sought to
Soon the facility was again overtaxed.TAOR. The concept proved successful

bring peace and security to a troubled
from the start and became an importantland. Civic action was one means of Vietnamese laborers under the super-
organization for combating the guerrilladoing this. vision of Marine engineers and Navy
in his. own "packyard" and destroying Seabees began work on a new facilitythe VC infrastructure in the fall of 1967. Two wings wereMEDCAP

provided the necessary added in 1968 giving the building its

security to auto continuous avic present "U" shape.(MedicalMEDCAP Civie Action
program in their arease TheProgram) was the most widespread The cost of construction was aboutMarines are, and

early program. It was carried out by $300,000, all donated by servicemansuffered hardship Dimeir VietzameseNavy corpsmen who accompanied.,Merine and patrons. Officially opened
counterparts and through their trainingsquads on patrols. in January, 1969, the hospital is stockedand guidance Praised the PF's levelpassed through village and hamlets, with equipment valued at more thanof combthe corpsmen gave what medica $500,000. It is staffed by four Navyas-

sistance they could. Later program doctors who work part time in addition
expanded into regularly scheduled sick COUNTY FAIR to their regular duties as FLC medical
calls, and medical aid stations were officers. Eight Navy corpsmen make
set up to treat the more suriously ill operations, described up the balance of the volunteer staff.

in Division history,This was followed up with instruction There fare also 56 Vietnamese workersintrovationimportantan-outnin hygienic and sanitary practices hich employed including 29 nurses under thecombining leivic action psychologicalincluded distribution offsoap, .com- supervision of Head Nurse Nguyen Thiand orbat power. By vigar-modity rarely available to the rufal Khang The World Relief Commission
ously pursuing al) of (drese programs,Vietnamese,

now operates the hospital.
regal operations,

the Merine Corps expanded its tacticalCARE
areas of responsibility and created SUCCESS

that which the Vietnamese peopleThe Marines then bega: a buildin As the Marines of III MAF Forcesgovernment grew strong. and
program to give the villagers net

redeploydrom the Republic of Vietnam,operedschools, wells and market places they leave behind tangible evidence of
struction in technical skills such

Organizations such as the Catholic the Civic Action Program's success.
parpentry, heavy equipment operationRelief Service, USOM (United State

It surround's us in the lush fields oftruck driving began in a schoolOperations Mission), CARE and
grain produced from new strains of seedssored by the Naval Support ActivityHANDCLASP began contributing ma-

Nang. At the same time other and nurtured by chemical fertilizers.
terials. Aside from the professional hols were teaching women how to It is carried in the air by the hum oforganizations, U.S. citizens responded

rate serving machines and the number the busy rice milling machines. Newto letters from friends and relatives
English (language classes multiplied roads connect hitherto inaccessibleserving with the Marine Corps and
(rapidly (as the people's interest and hamlets and carry the products ofalso began to send goods.

trust in the Marines who had come handicraft industries recently started.
During this period two other major from far away to help them.

The schools are full and there areevents occurred that gave impetus to

the civic action program and supported many more of them. The children are
CHILDREN'S HOSPITALthe Vietnamese government's rural healthy because of milk and food dis-

construction efforts: Operation Golden tribution programs and increased medicalOne of the most successful and well
Fleece and the development of the care. New wells, market places,known civic action projects has beenCombined Action Program. irrigation projects and bridges dot thethe 120 bed Hoa Khanh Children's

countryside.By providing a cordon of Marines to Hospital. In late 1965 Navy Corpsmen
protect the farmers during the harvest Ciyic Action has been a significantrecognized the neef for
period, Golden Fleece operations denied treatment for Vietnamese children Marine Corps operations in thepart
rice to the enemy and kept it for the established an .11 bed tent hospital. public of Vietnam.
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