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DESIGNATION

III Marine Amphibious Force

1st Marine Aircraft

1st Marine Division
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PART 1

CRGANIZATIONAL DATA

Wing

Force Logistic Command

COMMANDER

Iieutenant General Donn J. ROBERTSON
U, S. Marine Corps
1-1hApr7l

DEPUTY COMMANDER (AIR)

Major General Alan J. ARMSTRONG
U. S, Marine Corps
1<1hfpr7l

DEPUTY COMMANDER (GROUND)

Major General Charles F, WIDDECKE
U, S. Marine Corps
1-1hApr7l

SUBCRDINATE UNITS

2nd Combined Action Group

Communication Support Company
Tth Cormunicetion Battalion

Commanding Officer

Headquarters II1 Marine

Amphibious Force

Headquarters Cormandant

1st Radio Battalion

25 aft29 *REgde

Major General Alan J. ARMSTRONG
U, S. Marine Corps
1-14Apr7l

Major Geheral Charles ¥, WIDDECKE
U. S. Marine Corps

1-1hapr7l

Brigadier General James R. JONES
U, S. Marine Corps
1-1LApr7l

Iieutenant Colonel John J. TOLNAY
U. S. Marine Corps
1-1LApr7l

Major R. T. HIMMERICH
U, S« Marine Corps
1-1LApr7l

Colonel William J, SPIESEL
Ue 8. Marine Corps
1-1LAprTl

o g5 -
RE -

Lieutenant Colonel Edward D. RESNIK
U, 3. Marine Corps
1-1LApr7l

I.:. .... .:.
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2, ILOCATION. 1-14 April 1971, Northwest Da Nang, Quang Nam Province,
Republic of Vietnam.

3. STAFT OFFICER

Chief of Staff Brigadier General William G. JOSLIN
Us S. Marine Corps
1-1hApr7l

Deputy Chief of Staff Colonel Eugene H. HAFFEY
U. S. Marine Corps
1-1hApr7l

Asgistant Chief of Staff, G-l Colonel Lavern J. OLTMER
U, S. Marine CO!’pB
1-1hApr7l

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 Colonel Forest J. HUNT
Us S. Marine Corps
1-1LApr7l

Deputy G2 Colonel Robert E., GRUENLER
U, S. Marine Corps “
1'111-31)1'71 »”v ‘&

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 Colonel Charles H. LUDDEN
Us S. Marine Corps
1-1LApr7l

Deputy G=-3 Colonel Jesse L. GIBNEY
U, Se Marine Corps
1-1LApr7l

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-k Colonel Varren E. MCCAIN
U. S. Marine Corps
1-1Lapr7l

Assistant Chief of Staff, (-5 Major Donald E. SUDDUTH
U. S. Marine Corps
1-14AprTd

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-6 Colonel Robert L.WILLIS
U, S. Marine Corps

Srf‘ti’-‘ﬁi A

1-1Lapr7l

Force Supply Officer Colonel Clarence H. SCHMID
U. S. Marine Corps
1-1LAprTl

Force Staff Judge Advocate Colonel Daniel F. MCCONNELL,

U. S. Marine Corps
'Y ) . lo-oloo pl:?l 200
. e

D %4 e Pedes Enclosure (1)

[ ]
P a'gzé

DECLASSIFIED



Force Enginser Officer
Force Adjutant

Officer in Charge, Command
Center

Force Chaplain

Force Surgeon

Force Dental Officer

Staff Secretary

Protocol Officer

Force Speclal Services Officer

Force Public Affairs Officer

USMC Liaison Officers, MACV
USMC Liaison Officers, Tth AF
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Lieutenant Colonel Thomas W. JONES
U. 8, Marine Corps
1-1Apr71

Major John F. ANGIL
U. S. Marine Corps
1-1LhApr7l

Major Bernard MCMAHON
U. S. Marine Corps
1ellApr7l

Captaln John He. CARNES
Ue S. Navy
1-14Apr71

Captain Harold P. PARISER
Us 8. Navy
1-1haAprTl

Comander William P. ARMSTRONG
Uo S. Nﬂvy
1-14Apr7l

Iieutenant Colonel Carlo ROMANO
U. 8, Marine Corps
1-14Apr7l

Major J. D. WATSON
U, S, Marine Corps
1-14Apr71

Major Hans S, HAUPT
U. S. Marine Corps
1-1hApr7l

Major Phillip T. ARMAN
U, S. Marine Corps

1-1LApr7l
Colonsl Stephen G. WARREN

U. S. Marine Corps
1-lhapr7l
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Le AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

a. III MARINE A'PHIBIOUS FCORCE H:ADQUARTERS

USMC UsN
FORCE HQS, III MAF 92 5
2D CAG 18 1
1ST RADIO BN (=) 15 0

b. III MARINE AYPHIBICUS F(RCE

OFFICHRS ENLISTED
usMC BeN UM e UsSN
w66 107 15613 761

:": 'E. : .::. :..: E.
o e ot Lt et s S
Pa(j'e 25 sead 20 Ve gens
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ENLISTED
USMC USN
265 6
581 52
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PART I1

T Tt

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

l. INTRODUCTION

a, Qeneral. On the lith of April 1971, an Activation and Re-
deployment Cerxemony was held on the parade field at Force Loglatic
Command, Camp Books, Northwest Da Nang, Quang Nam Province,
Republic of Vietnam. At the Ceremony, Lieutenant General Domn J.
ROBERTSON, Commanding General, L[l Marine Amphibicus Force,
redeployed and reassigned the units of hie command and activated
the 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade under the cormand of Major General
AMan J. ARMSTRONG. During the period l-1l April 1971, Headquarters,
III Marine Amphibious Force, was located at Camp Haskins, Northwest
Da Nang, Quang Nam Province, Republic of Vietnam. The average
Marine/Navy strength in Military Region 1 was 17,947, a decrease
of 3,312 personnel from the previous month,

b. Activities. III Marine Amphibious Force activities were
guided by COMUSMACV Directive 10-11, dated 5 April 1970, and I
ARVN/FWMAF MR-1 Combined Fall-Winter Campaign Plan, dated 8 September
1970, in pursuit of its objectives for the period 1-lly April 1971.

2., OVERALL EVALUATION

& Incidents of enamy initiated activity increased during the
period 1-1} April. The enemy had staged a number of bold attacks
during the end of March in initiating their Spring K-850 Campaign,
and they continued that campaign with numerous probing attacke and
rocket and mortar attacks throughout Quang Nem Province. A
thorough analysies of enemy activity is contained in Section III,
Paregraph 5, (Intelligence), of this chronology.

b, In addition to normal, small unit operations, there were
two major, named operations continued or initiated during the
period 1-1) April 1971. Operation "IMPERIAL LAKE" continued under
the operational control of lst Marines. During the reporting
period this operation resulted in 7 enemy killed. There were no
Marine casualties. On 8 April 1971, lst Marines initiated operation “SCOTT
ORCHARD". This operation was designed to locate prisoner of war
camps and liberate FWMAF and indigenous POW's and to kill or capture
enemy in the area of operation, vicinity (2C #541). The operstion terminated
on 12 April. Results were, L enemy killed, 1 enemy captured and 12
individual weapons captured. There were no Marine casualties. Results
of all Marine operations during the reporting peried wers 57 enemy killed
and 17 weapons captured.

29 Pages Enclosure (1)
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3. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

a., 111 MAF CASUALTIES

(1) Battle

UsMC USN UsMC USN USMC USN UsMC USN
3 0 L6 5 0 0 0 0
(2) Pon-Battle
DEATHS ILL/IN
2 0 116 11
b, NIBER OF CORTS-MARTIAL TRIED:
SUMARY 7
SPiCIAL 5
GENIRAL 2
¢. SHORY "ONS OF MAIL SENT AND RECEIVED BY III MAF:
SENT 94
RECYIVED 17h
o0, oo ¢ sese s ess
‘::: §. :f}a.ge:..ﬁ"éf §29 Pages Enclosure
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING l-lly APRIL 1971

1. SWMARY OF OPERATIONS

8. QENERAL. During the period 1-14 April, one major named operation
was continued Trom the previous month and one operation was initiated by
Marine units in Military Region 1. Operation "IMPERIAL LAKE" was conti-
nued and operation "SCOTT ORCHARD" was initiated. Effective dates and
results are listed below;

FND CAS B s

MAJOR OPERATION KIA  WIA  KIA WC PERIOD
IMPERIAL LAKE 0 0 7 0 1alaprnd
SCOTT ORCHARD 0 0 b 12 goyoxprm
SMALL UNIT ACTIVITY

1ST MARINE DIVISION 0 1 S 15 1.alaped
2ND OOMBINED ACTION GROUP 1 L 3 2 1.)uprn
TOTAL 1 15 57 17 1-Uuprn

b. EVENTS. During the period l-ll April 1971, the following signifie
cant events were reported;

At 02020CH, "B" Battery, lst Battalion, 1llth Marines, received a call for
fire from 2nd of the 51st ARVN Regiment who wers in a night defensive
position i Kms southwest of Hill 119. The artillery fire mission resulted
in 7 enemy killed.

At 022000H, CAP 2-7-6, while in a night defensive position 5 Kms northwest
of Dien Ban, initiated small arms fire on 6 VC, resulting in 3 eneny killed
and 1 individual weapon and L grenades captured.

At 030020H, CUPP Team “SKINNER'" from 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, observed
a flash of light and enemy movement 2 Kms northeast of their position on

Hill 55. The CUPP Team fired M«79 rounds at the target. A sweep of the

ares at first light disclosed 3 VC killed and 1 AK=L7 and 2 M-26 grenades
were captured.

At 050205H, Da Nang Air Base received seven 122mm rockets, resulting in 2

VN civilians wounded, 2 VN houses destroyed and 1 VN house damaged. Counter-
ba.t‘tgry fire was employed on 8 preplanned targets of egress with unknown
results,

At 051LLBH, a forward observer on Hill 65, with the use of an I0D, observed

3 VC with weapons moving &% Kms southwest of Hill 65. An artillery fire
mission was called, resulting in 1 VC killed. Then at 051715SH, the same
forvwerd observer spotted 3 VC carrying weapons and mortar tubes in the same
general area. A second fire mission was called, resulting in 2 more VG killed.

- - Enclosure (1
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At 071553H, a forward observer on Hill 65, with the use of an IOD, sighted
30-40 VC/NVA 2% Kms southwest of his position. An artillery fire mission
was called, utilizing "A" Battery, lst Battalion, 11th Marines and an 8lmn
mortar Battery on Hill 65. The artillery and 8lmm mortar fire resulted in
34 confirmed enemy killed, The remainder of the enemy could not be observed
dus to dust and mmoke,

At 050055H, Da Nang Alr Base received five 122mm rockets, resulting in 5
VN civilians wounded. In addition, 2 buildings, 1 house, 2 trucks and 1
car sustained major damage and 2 buildings, 1 house and 1 truck received

minor dsmege. Counter battery was employed on 8 preplanned targets of
egress with unknown results.

2. Casualties Inflicted on the Enemy. See pagel5 s

29 Pages Enclosure (1)
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LIST O SPACIAL SERVICES ACTIVITIES FOR TIH. MONTH OF APRIL
1971 UP T0 THE 14TH

3, Personnel

8. Stars and Stripes: From lApr7l to lLApr7l, the amount
of free issues of 3tars and Stripes newspapers to be distributed
to III MAF personnel is L3, 700.

b, R:R Activities (Out~of-Country): The total number of
seats allocated to the III MAF for thls time period is 519,
The number alloted to Okinawa was 46, The MACV percentage of
utilization is not avallable at this time,

ce In-Comntry R&R: The total China Beach In-Country R&R
allocation for this period was 6 Officer Quotas and 135 enlisted
quotas, all of which were used,

d. Special Services/Clubs Fligcht to Hong Kong: One round-
trip Speclal Services Hong Kong Flight was made during this
period utilizing U5 seats,

oo

[ ] L]
L ] L] * *
* | ]
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k. PFORCE CHAPLAIN

2 Apr

l} Apr

8 Apr

9 Apr

Staff visit to ITI MAF, FLC, lst MarDiv,

Conducted divine services at lst MP Battalion and Wing Memorial
Chapel.,

Conducted Holy Communion service at Wing Memorlal Chspel on
Maundy Thursday.

Conducted Good Friday service in the Wing Memorial Chapel.
Service featured & dialogue sermon on the theme "Were You
There?" Jewish personnel departed Danang at 1400 for ob-
servance of Passover Holy Days in Chu Lai. Church party will
return Monday. Transportation provgded by lst Marine Aly-

craft Wing. Checks in the amount ‘of $325L.18 were forwarded

to the National Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation of Princeton,
New Jersey for the Capodanno Memorial Scholarshlp. These rep-
resented contributions from all ITI MAF units.

T

ve eee Page.ll .of 420  Pages ENCLOSURE (1)
? s : ° -: : . '
YT I SRRCIEE DU S

ve . aseo o0 [ 1) L]

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

5. Inte (o].]

8. General Fnemy Situation

(1) Enemy activity during the first week of April was moderate,
Mortar attacks against ARVN, BF, and PF Outposts, resettlement hamlets,
and bridge security elements continued. A few of these mortar attacks
were followed by ground attacks, Contacts between friendly patrols and
small enemy elements continued, indicating that the VC/NVA were remaining
in the lowland areas. The mjor effort for this week was the firing of
seven rockets into the Da Nang area on 5 April. Three rockets impacted
on the airfield while the other four landed in the surrounding city area.
Total damage reported for the attack wae one AirForce F-4 with minor
damage, two Vietnamese civilians injured, two civilian homes destroyed
and one civilian home heavily damaged, During the seoond week of April,
there was a slight surge of activity. Hill 55 received four 122mm
rockets the morning of 8 April and four more on the moming of 9 April.
There were no reported casualties or damage from either attack, Also
on 9 April, the enemy fired five 122mm rockets on Da Nang Aiwbase and
the adjacent portion of the city., Two of the rockets landed on the
airfield, causing no casualties or damage, Three rockets impacted in
nearby residential areas, injuring five Vietnamese civilians, and
damaging six houses and three civilian motor vehicles. Following the
rocket attacke, enemy initiated activity decreased. Mortar attacks
declined, and no ground attacks of consequence were reported.

(2) The enemy will probably retum to his base areas to prepare
for his next high point. Although casualties and damage inflicted
during this phase of the K~-850 campaign were negligible in propertion
to the ordnance and lives expended by the enemy, he may have succeeded
peychologically. The comnunists demonstreted again to the Vietnamese
populace that they can and will carry out attacks despite the best
efforts of the Allied Forces, Combined with the reduction in U,S, Forces,
this demonstration could have a detrimental effect on the ALVN, the
Territorial Forces and t he eivilian population.

b & icant tacts The Period

(Note: Significant U.S. Marine contacts during the reportin
period are listed under paregraph l.b,, part III of this Ghronolog.f

(1) On 1 April at 0145, an unknown size enemy unit fired six
B-40 rounds at Cau Do Bridge, four kilometers southwest of Da Nang
Airbase (AT 998706). The RPG attack was followed by approximately 100
romds of amall amms fire, Thers were no damage or casualties.

(2) At 1000 on 2 April, the 8lst PF Platoon, guarding a bridge
five kilometers west of Dal Looc (AT 867574), was attacked by an estimated
VC platoon. The enemy wae beaten off, and there was only minor damage
to the bridge. Enemy losses are unknown.

BICLOSURE (1)
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(3) On 3 April at 0301, Duc Duc Distriet Headquarters and the
nearby civilian resettlement area (AT 862472) were attacked with 100
rounds of 82mm mortar fire, an wnknown number of B-40 KPG rownds and
small arms fire. There were no known enemy losses,

(4) In an wnusual daylight attack on 3 April at 1345, the 192d
RF Company Compound, seven kilometers southwest of Hoi An (BT 104514),
was attacked by two VC platoons. Satchel charges were thrown against the
defensive positiones and followed by a ground attack. One VC was killed
and one AK-47 captured.

(5) Rownding out his activities on 3 April, at 1945 the enemy
conducted mortar attacks against Dien Ban (BT 069582) and the Vinh Dien
Bridge (BT 057588). Dien Ban received 15 rounds of 82mm fire and nine
rounds of 82mm landed around the brigge. Four civilians were killed and
nine wounded, There was no major damage to the bridge.

(6) At 1830 on 4 April, elements of the 97th and 105th RF
Companies made contact with five VC nine kilometers southwest of Baldy
Combat Base (BT 092367). Three of the enemy were killed and ten hand
grenades captured,

(7) At 0330 on 5 April, the First Flatoon, 34th RF Company in
a night position eix kilometere southweast of Marble Mowntain (BT 046665)
received 50 rounds of incoming 8gmm mortar fire. Two RFs were slightly
wounded,

(8) On 5 April at 1800, the 162d RF Company engaged an unknown
size enemy wnit five kilometers northwest of Baldy Combat Base (BT 080470).
Four of the enemy were killed, and two individual weapons captured,

(9) At 0900 on the morning of 6 April, a patrol from the 927th
RF Company discovered six VC in a bunker five kilemeters northwest of
Dien Ban (BT 010638). The patrol engaged the enemy,'killing five and
capturing one., Also captured were one AK-47 and one M=79,

(10) At 0400 on the morming of 7 April, the 916th and 220th PF
Platoons ambushed an wunknown size enemy force seven kilometers south-
west of Baldy Combat Base (BT 080382). Five VC were killed and one
captured. Also captured were three B-40 launchers andtwo AK-47e.

(11) on 9 April at 0630, Hill 55 (AT 967617) received three
122um rockets. There were no casualties or damage.

(12) At 1950 on 9 April, the 104th RF Battalion ambushed an
eneuy junk six kilometers southeast of An Hoa (AT 977546). Ten enemy
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were killed in the action, the junk was sunk,aand two AK-47e were captured.

(13) At 0915 on 11 April, the 708th RF Company made contact with
an wknown size enemy force eight kilometers southwest of Dai Loc (AT 896507).
Ten enemy were killed, and one antitank mine and seven grenades were captured.

(14) At 0930 on 12 April, the 3d Battalion, 5lst ARVN Regiment
while on a search operation made contact with an unknown size enemy force
three kilometers west of An Hoa (AT 850477). Ten enemy were killed, and
one M-16 was captured.

c. ction Statistics, The following are statistics on enemy
activities for the period 1 = 1 April 1971: (4gsinst U.S. forces)

at tivities

Attacks 00
Ambushes 00
Assaults by fire 00
Harassing fire 29
Mines/Booby traps o4
AA Fire/Hits. 26/11

d. Remy Oprder of Battle. There were no changes to the enemy Order
of Battle for this two week period., Total enemy strength remains &t
9, 500,

e, GCounterint ce

(1) cownterjntelljgence Overview, VG/VCI Counterintelligence
related activity during the peried 1 - 14 April continued to show ter-
rorist and intimidation tactics within the III MAF AQ directed against
the civilian populace. Terrorist activity by Da Nang Special Action Units
has increased in conjunction with the K-850 campaign, There were a total
of six incidente during the period as opposed to 28 incidents during March
1971 and ten incidents for the month of February. The total of kidnappinge
and structures destroyed increased significantly during the period as
compared with the month of March.

(2) Terrorisp gnd Propaganda, Terrorist activity within the III
MAF A0 consisted of six incidents during the reporting period, At
approximately 0100 1 April, an estimated VC equad entered Phiem Ai (H)
(AT 901571), A1 Nghia (V), Dai lLoc (D), and kidnapped the Hamlet Deputy
Chief and one civilian, At approximately 0500, 2 April 1971, an unknown

ENCLOSURE (1)
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size eneuy force entered Thu Bon 4 (H) (AT 874494), Xuyen Thu (V), Duc
Duc (D) and kidnapped 36 willagers (27 males, two females and seven
children). The force then burned 37 houses. At approximately 04OO,

7 April 1971, an wnknown size enemy force infiltrated Phu Da (H)

(AT 868490), Xuyen Thu (V), Duc Duc (D) and kidnapped 18 civilians;
five civilians volwntarily left with the VC, The enemy force also
destroyed 17 houses and inflicted damage to one pagoda and one school-
house. The number of victime and structures damaged/destroyed during
the period is as follows:

SECRET

Killed 2 (-16)
Wounded 23 §-30;
Abducted 42 (+18
Structures-Dam/Dest 59 (+51) !

There were no propaganda incidents reported.

(3) Subversion. No incidents of subversion are known to have
ocourred during the reporting period.

(4) Sabotage. There were no reported incidents of sabotage
during this perded,

(5) Espionage, There were no reported incidents of espionage
during the month, However, it can reasonably be assumed that the
VC/VCI maintain a continuing intelligence collection effort within
the III MAF AQ for the purpose of identifying prospective targets.

f. Inemy Josses, Inemy loeses for the period 1 - 14 April were:

KiAs 57
Detainees 05
PWs VG 0l
PWs NVA 00
Innocent Civilians 00
Civil Defendants 00
Individual Weapons 17
Crew Served Weapons 00
Rice Captured 1901bs

Total Hoi Chanhe returned to both military and civilian authorities - QO
g Kit C Scout P

(1) Significant aceomplishments of Kit Careson Scouts employed by
lst Marine Division for the period 1 - 14 April weres

Fatrols 94
Classes Conducted ol
Psyope Broadcasts 00
(X ) LY X} . (XXX} oo oo mcwsm (l)
R N
A I I AR D
Page !5 of 29 Pages SECRET
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Bneny Captured/Suspects Apprehended 01
Enemy Killed Q0
Weapons Recovered 03
Returnees 00
Caves/Tunnels Detected 03
Mines/Booby Traps Detected 01
Caches Discovered 00

(2) Additional statistics on Kit Carson Scouts employed by the
let Marine Division ares

No of KCS:  Buployed [Recyuited KIA  WIA  MIA  ABSENT/TERMINATED
7 00 00 00 00 15

ENCLOSURE (1)
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LOGISTICS

a. GCeneral. During the period 1-14 April 1971, the G-k section
and cognizant staffs were busy prepsring for redeployment of

III MAF Headquarters to Okinawae. In addition, a major portion of
the G-l section effected establishment of counterpart assignments in
anticipation of the activation of 3d Marine Amphibious Brigede.

In the area of G-l operations, the III MAF Real Estate/Base
Developement Office, Redistribution Center, and Ordnance moved

‘intact into new offices to service 3d MAB in its primary role of

phasedown. III MAF Embarkation also moved intact to future

3d MAB Headquerters. The above transfer of identical persconnel

end missions from III MAF to 3d MAB ensured continuity in the vital
G-4 areas of Marine Corps redeployment from Vietnem. On

1k April 1971 the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 deperted Vietnem
with & reduced staff to assume a new mission and responsibilities
on Okinawa.

b, G-4

(1) Redistribution Progrem

(&) The III MAF Redistribution Program terminated during
the reporting period to continue as a function of 3d MAB, Present
statistic_s show thet IIT MAF redistributed 306,92k items at &
value of approximately 42,1 million dollars since the program's
inception.

(b) Project 805 continued to show real progress during
the reporting period. 98 items of equipment were offered for
transfer to the Vietnamese armed forces and all were accepted.
The dollar velue of these transfers was $84,876.45. The cumula-
tive totals for equipment transferred under the program since
30 June 1970 are 10,089 items offered and 9,349 items accepted
which reflects 93% acceptance rate and a dollar value of 3.2
million.

(2) Real Estate/Facilities

(a) Transfer of the following real estate/facilities
was effected during 1-14% April 1971:

CANTONMENT NAME TRANSFERRED TO DATE

Hill 65 USA 12 April 1971 ‘
MACG-18 USAF 10 April 1971 :
Hill 37N ARVN 13 April 1971 *

(b) No edditional real estate/ facilities Were
offered for tapngfefoduréng-Apr%}-%97}.
[ ) [ )

: ) L] [ ] [ [ ]
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(3) Adrlifts

(a) Marine Corps intra-Republic of Vietnam passenger
and cargo airlift data was not available for the reporting
period.

(b) Personnel flown out of the Republic of Vietnam
in comnection with permanent change of station orders totalled
1,897 for the reporting period.

(4) Ordnance

(a) The regular meeting of the Joint Ammunition
Resources Board (JARB) was held in Seigon during the reporting
period. As a result of this JARB meeting 212 short tons
($231,904.00) and 180 short tons ($316,143.00) of ground
emmunition were transfeﬁ?d to U. S. Army and Vietnamese forces
respectively.

(v) During the reporting period, telephone calls
to MACV, USARV, and ARVN resulted in the transfer of further
ground ammunition to U. S. Army, U. 8. Air Force, and ARVN forces.,
Total tonnage trensfered was 50 short tons valued at approximately

$91,570.00.

c. Embarketion Summery. During the period 1-14 April 1971, three
amphibious ships were loaded and departed for the United States

and Jepan, with stop_overs on Okinawe &nd at Heweii'in connection
with Embarketion Units VI, VIII, and IX of Keystone Robin: (Charlie).

d. Engineer Summary

(1) Force Engineers contimue to support III MAF in MR-1
by meinteining 34.2 miles of road. Additionally, Force Engineers
supplied mine sweep teems for 5.1 miles of HL-545, Force
Engineers and NMCB-3 completed ITL-}4 East during the reporting
period.

(2) Force Engineers continued the dismentling and retrograde
of 26 Butler buildings. To date 19 buildings have been dis-
mantled and 15 shipped.

e. Dental Summary - Statistic,s regarding the number of dental
treatments provided by IIT MAF dental detachments during 1-1k
April 1971 are not svaileble. Due to redeployment, treatment

of Vietnemese in connection with the Dental Civiec Action Program
was reduced from a daily/weekly service at nine facilities ' t©
service at seven fgcilities. ‘ ‘

Enclosure (1)
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f. Medical Summary

(2a) Redeployment planning and firming of the organizational
and personnel Medical structure of 3d MAB highlighted the medical
administrative effort for the reporting period.

(b) The USS Sanctuary operated in Vietnam waters throughout
the period 1-14 April 1971.

(c) During the period 1-10 April, the total average patient
load for the lst Medical Battalion was 31, with a total of 8¢
admitted and 42 evacuated out of country.

(d) There were eight malaria cases for the period 1-10 April.

(e) Information concerning III MAF inpatient treatment
facilities during 1-10 April follows:

UNIT AUTH BEDS ACT BEDS AUG CENSUS % OCCUPIED
Medical Battalion 60 60 31 52%
USS Sanctuary Not Available
g. Chronological Listing of Highlights for 1-14 April 1971
1971
1 Apr Transfer of 392 short tons of Class V(W) ordnance to
U. S. Army and ARVN forces.
1 Apr USS Duluth (LPD—G) completed loading Emb Unit VI and
sailed for CONUS. ’
1l Apr Ordnance Officer in attendance at Joint Ammunition
Resources Board Meeting in Saigon.
2 Apr Force Engineers and NMCB-3 completed road work on
LTL-4 East
6-8 Apr USS Charleston (LKA-113) loaded Emb Unit VIII and
FLC cargo and sailed for CONUS via Okinawa and
Hawaii
7 Apr An emergency loan of 40 each, 105mm Blank ordnance was
received from USARV for change of command ceremony on
14 April 1971
8 Apr Transfer of 50 short tons of Class V(W) ordnance to

U. 5. Air Force, U. S. Army, and ARVN

.... .:. : ..:. .'0. .:'
*ees o PN . s o
... b :.. .C.. ‘. y :.
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9 Apr USS Washtenaw CIY (LST-1166) loaded Emb Unit Ix
and sailed for Iwakuni, Japan

10 Apr Transfer of MACG-18 facility to the U.S. Alr Force

12 Apr Transfer of Hill 65 to the Army.

13 Apr Transfer of Hill 37 North to ARVN,

* L J s00d LX) (XX ]
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7« COMPTROLLER

a., Significent events for 1-ll April. There were no significent events
for the period l-1i April.

P, Bage,21,00ft 29 tPages Pnclosure (1)
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8, CIVIL AFFAIRS

a. Objectives. The basic objectives of the III Marine
Amphibious Force Civil Affairs Program remains the same.
Emphasis during this reporting period has been on the order-
ly turnover of the program to the 3d Marine Amphibious Brigade.

b, Civic Action Statistics

(1) Cost of supplies contributed from military resources for
Civie Action Projects (does not include cost of commodities
obtained from USAID, CORDS, CRS and like organizations):

SYN 966 ,77u

éZ) Expenditures from US/FWMAF Civic Action/PSYWAR Fund:
VN 0

Application has been made to turnover AIK Fund, Account Number
315, administered by the lst Marine Division to the 3d Marine
Amphlblous Brigade, AIK Fund, account Number 334, administered
by the 1lst Marine Air Wing has been terminated and AIK Fund,
Account Number 322, will continue to be admlnlstered by the
Force Logistic Command under the supervision of the 3d Marine
Amphibious Brigade.

(3) Major Civic Action Programs:

Man-days
- (10-hr days) SVN
a. Economic Development 77 52,120
b. Education ‘ 73 54,280
c. Social Welfare 245.,5 808,294
d. Transportation - 81.5 52,080
e. Refugee Assistance Support 77 676,889

(4) Number of separate institutions supported during the
reporting period:

a. Schools 23
b. Orphanages 7
c. Hospitals/Dispensaries 4
d. Others 2
LR J 00 L] (XA X ) L X ] (X X}
[ [ ] [ ] * [ L] L
...: H .. .. : M :
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(5) MEDCAP-DENTAL

‘ Number of
(a) Treatments " Patients
Medical
Resulting from Non-Hostile Action 2650
Immunizations 0
Dental 112
Total 2762

(b) Number of Vietnamese Health Workers Trained: 13

c. Civic Action Projects. The following is a high=-
light of significant civic action projects conducted dur-
ing the period of 1-1k April 1871:

Units of III MAF have completed all civic action
projects prior to standdown with the exception of a village
office in Tau Luu which is approximately 70% complete.

(6) Selected civic action projects having particular human
interest appeal:

LtCol. ROSENFELT, Commanding Officer of 11th Motor
Transport Bn. presented $500,00 to the China Beach Protestant

Orphanage and $221.00 to World Vision, Inc. The funds were
volunteer contributions from the Officers and men of the Bn.

** Page**2% °*bf Y9 %Pages Enclosure (1)
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9., PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE OPERATIONS

@. Chieu Hoi Program

PROVINCE “TOTAL NVA V¢ RON-HIL WIS
QUANG_NAM 1 ) 1 Q 1
DA N Y 0 0 0 0 0
TOTiL T 4] =T 0 T

be Campaign Supfort. Figures for campaign support are not available;
however, the use of leaflets and serial and ground broadcasts in support
of III Marine Amphibious Force operations continued as in past months.

c. Narrative S . During the pericd 1-%h April 1971, III Marine
Amphivious Force units continued to employ all forms of PSYOP support.
PRO«GVN and ANTI-VC/NVA themes continued to dominate campaign support
activities in support of redeployment of certain III Marine Amphibious
Force units. These themes stress the pointe that redeployment is a joint
decision made by the US and the GVN and that redeployment is possible
because of the strength and effectiveness of the GVN and the RVNAF. As

the semi-annusal harvest of rice began in Quang Nam Province in early April,
increased PSYOP activity was directed at denying rice, as well as other
logistic resources, to the enemy. Face-to-face activities such as MEDCAPS/
DENTCAPS and civic action projects continued to pley an important, day-to=-
day role in the activities of the III Marine Amphibious Force.

% Paga’24% afi2d Rages Enclogure (1)
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10, Gommunications

ae Combat Operations Center Communications traffiec
during the period 1 - 1l April 1971:

Teletype March April Increase Decrease
Incoming 3860 1270 0 1590
Outgoing 212 220 8 0
Total o072 1490 0 1590
Radio

Incoming/Outgoing 0

b, Headquarters, III MAF message traffic originated:

March 13
April 1
Decrease 12

Ce 7 Apr ~ MGySgt LATTIN gave final brief on communi-
cation continuation/phasedown at the last III MAF (RVN)
monthly SgtMaj conference,

de 9 Apr - Last NESTOR Report submitted to MACV.

8s 9 Apr - LCpl MEIER received a meritorious mast from
the Headquarters Commandant,

f« 10 Apr- LtCol SLAWTER, DACofS, G=6, transfered to
34 MAB,

8. 12 Apr- Col WILLIS, ACof3, G-b, attended the Senior
Communlcations Officer Conference at MACV, J6 in Saigon, RVN,

he 13 Apr=- MGySgt LATTIN, III MAF CommChf and Sgt
FRANKLIN, AdmChf transfered to 3d MAB,

i. 1) Apr- Circult #XP5G (A-Route), MACV critical, re-
routed from III MAF COC to 34 MAB COC,

Jo 1L Apre Circult XPSL (A-Route), MACV critical, re=
routed from III MAF COC to 3d MAB COC,

ke 14 Apr=- Circuit 00405, MACV critical, deactivated,

oo’ Higai26 et dd Wages Enclosure (1)
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l. 14 Apre Circuit 00406, MACV critical, deactivated.
m, 1l Apr- Col WILLIS, ACofS, G-6 departed for CONUS.

n. 1l Apr- CWO02 WATTS, CommSptCo In0/Systems Control
Officer, G-6 Section, relocated with 34 MAB, G-6 Section.

o. 14 Apr- LCpl MEIER, Driver, G-6 Sect, relocated to
Comm3ptCo,., 7th Communication Battalion,

Pe 21 Apr- Mag DONEHOWER, EngrPlans0, (-6 transfered
to III MAF (Okinawa), Time delay 1s to monitor the close
out of III MAF COC and packaging/shipping of the AN/TGC-37,.

q. This ia the final III MAF, G=-6 (RVN) Command Chro-
nology submitted.

[ ]
.
*
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a. BACKGROUND. During the period 1-1k April the Force Public Affairs

Office provided escorts to accompany newsmen in news gathering assignments
covering Military Reglion 1 ground and air operations, eivie action and CAP

Program.

b. MOTOR TRANSPORT. Only one tactical vehicle is on hend at the Public
Affairs Office.

TYPE ' . VEHICLE STATUS
M=151 357720 ‘ ‘ PAO

Another Jeep js in use at the De Nang Air Rase, Press Operations by the
Marine Liaison Officer.

TYPE VEHICLE STATUS
M-151 357166 PAO

c. PRESS. Press copies of the Aoril 2 end April © issues of the SEA
TIGER are enclosed.

d. STAFF visITS. The following is & 11gt of staff visits made by the
Force Public Affeirs Officer during the period 1-1k April 19T1.

o ppril 1971 - Force Public Affairs Officer visited Grand Hotel to distri-
bute releases O units standing down.

6-9 Apr 1971 - Force public Affairs Officer made lisison visit with MACOI

and the major news agencles in Saigon, relative to Activation
and Redeployment Ceremony. .

% Pagesi27 8 o823 $ages
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12, CILOVOLOGY O VIP VISIDPS

DAL e R )/SERVICS BILT

104Apr7l TCUTOIKIEYy Jley ¥4 e Conzressnan/R-CA {0iv) Congressnon

.o.. .:- : .-:. ‘... l:l
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FRIENDLY CASUALTIES SUSTAINED

a, 111 MAF CASUALTIES

(1) Battle

K1A Wi DOY MIA
USMC USN USMC USN USMC USN USMC USN

10 0 145 7 1 0 1 0

(2) NoneRattle

DEATHS ILL/INJ
2 0 606 34

b, NUMBER OF COURTS-MARTIAL TRIED:

SUMMARY 27
SPECIAL 40
GENERAL 7

¢. SHORT TONS COF MAIL SENT AND RECEIVED BY 111 MAF:

SENT 53

RECEIVED 251

DECLASSIFIED
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PART IV
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

1. “April 2, 1971 and April 9, 1971 editions, III Marine Amphibious Force
Newspaper, Se8 Tiger. /. cmed. fecoid vy mv 4felias /

2.~ III Marine Amphibious Force, Activation and Redeployment Ceremony,
1l April 1971, Program of Events and Historical Review.

oo Pagee29,° oft 2D sPages Enclosure (1)
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II MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

ACTIVATION AND REDEPLOYMENT CEREMONY

14 APRIL 1971

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

ATTENTION
ADJUTANT’S CALLL
SOUND OFI°
OFFICERS CENTIR
PRESENTATION O COLORS
HONORS TO LICGTENANT GENER AL ROBERTSON
ACTIVATION QIF 3d MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADIE
REDEPLOYMENT AND RIEASSIGNMEENT OF
1 MARINE AMPHIBIOUS IFORCE UNITS
NATIONAT, ANT!HIEM
REMARKS
IPASS IN RISVIEW
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COMMANDING GENERAL

Lt. Gen. Donn J. Robertson
G
1970-

Ii. Gen. Do J. Robertson assumed
command of the 11 Marine Amphibious
Iforce on December 24, 1970
(-(m(turrvnt]y promoted o
rank,

Gen. Robertson, who carned the Navy

and  was

his prescent

Cross on lwo Juna, was horn September
9, 19106, in Willow City, North Dakota,
and completed high school in Minot,
North Dakota in 1034, In 1038 ke grad-
nated from the University of North Dakota
where he l-;lpluinml the basketball N(‘llil(l
in his senior year.  Shortly after prad-
uition he resigned an Arny reserve com-
llliﬁ.\-i“” (lll(l Wl llllll”lir\,\i”ll('ll o ’\Illrill(‘
second Tewenant in July 1938,

After attending Basic School at the
Philadephia Navy Yard Tt. Robertson’s
[irs1 duly ass=ipnment was with the Marine

Detachment aboard  the  USS WEST
VIRGINIA. He then served as a company
officer and division adjumant with  the

2d Marine Division from August 1940 1o
March 1942, He was ]umnulm] to first
liewtenant in August 1941 and to captain
in IPebriary 1942,

Following the outhreak of World Wan
11, Capt. Bobertson was Adjutant of the
Samoan  Defense Foree for nearly 1wo
years.  During this assignment he was
promoted to major in March 1943, Return-
ing to the United States the following
March he attended the Sth Command and
Stall Course at Marine Corps Schools,

I MAF

Quantico, Virginia, until June 1944 when
he joined the 5th Marine Division prior
1o embarking again for the Pacific arca
that September,  ‘The following month he
lieutenant  colonel.

was pronml('(] to

As Commanding Officer of  the 3d
Battalion, 27th  Marines, 1. Col.
Robertson participated in the lwo Jima
campaipn anl awarded the Navy
for extraordinary  heroism  in
persomlly inspiring his men, who liad
been pinned down hy heavy fire, toattack

wuas

(iross

and scize a heavily fortified hill, lLater,
he rallied his depleted units Tor defense
of the position, then directed the action
to repulse a strong counterattack, and
the the
lines conxolidating the position,

remained
front

Li. Col. Robertson was later named
Regimental Pxecutive Officer of the 27th
Marines and served with the unit in the

thronghout night at

occupation of Japan until December 1945
when he was appointed Executive Officer
of the Flighth Service Begiment. Return-
ing to the United States in May 1916, he
Conmanding  Officer  of  the
Marine Barracks, Naval Air Station, San
Diego.  That November he was named
G- 1 of the 3d Marine Brigade at Canmp
Pendleton, and fater moved up to G- 1 of
the st Marine Division, remaining in
that post until March 1948 when he was
as Officer in Charge of the Fnlisted
Detail Branch.

In June 1951 he
Iixccutive Officer and later Commanding
Officer of Marine Barracks, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.  Returning to the United
States alter two years in Cuba he com-
pleted the Senior School at Quantico in

hecame

was assigned as

June 1954, and while at Quantico was
pramoted 1o colanel,

In Ocrober 1954, Col. Roberison
joined the st Marine Division in Korea
as Senior Advisor 1o the Rerean Marine
Corps, He awarded  the
Ulehi Distinguished  Mititary  Service
Medul with silver star for serviee in this
U the United
States in September 1955, he headed the
plans Hranch of the -3 Division at
Headquarters Marine until June
1958, e then served as G-3 of Fleet
Marine Pacilic for two
I June 1961 he was graduated from the
National War College, Washington, . (0.

wirs Korean

capacily. his return to

Corps

Force, years.

was promoted to brigadier general August
30,1963.

Gen. Robertson served for two years
as Commanding General, Force Troops,
Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, Camp
I.ejeune, North Garolina. In September
1965, he became Deputy Fiscal Director
of the Marine Corps. or service in this
capacity he was awarded the Navy Com-
mendation Medal,  He
the rank of wajor general on May 5, 1967
and assigned duty as Commanding Gene-
Marine I'lect Marine
Foree, in the Republic of Vietnam where
he served until June 1968, For
in this capacity he carmed the

wus promoted to

ral, lsi Division,
service
1hstin-
quished Service Medal,

Upon his return to the United States,
Gen. Robertson served for 1two years as
Commanding General, Marine Corps Base,
Clamp Pendleton, California, with addi-
tional duty ax Commanding General, 4th
Marine Division Headquarters Nucleus
from July 1968 until fuly 1970, and as
Conmanding General, 5th Marine Divi-
sion () (Rein), for three nionths (May-
Aug 1969). Tle was appointed Dircctor,
Marine Corps Reserve, HQMC, in Seplem-
ber, 19700 While serving in his position,
he was nominated for three star rank 1o
serve as Conmanding General, 111 Marine
Amphibious Foree.

A complete list of his medals and
decorations the Navy Cross,
the  Distinguished Medal, the
Liegion of Merit, the Navy Commendation,

includes:
Service

Medal, the Presidential Unit Citation
with one  bronze star the  American
Defense Service Medal with Base clasp,
the  Asiatic-Pacific  Campaign  Medal
with one bronze star, the World War 11
Victory Medal,  the Navy Occupation
service  Medal  with  Asia clasp, 1he

National Defense Service Medal with one
the Victnam Service Medal
with four bronze stars, the Korcan Ulehi
Military Medal
the National Order 1o

Vietnam, Sth Class the Vietnamese Army

lil'()]l%(‘ HIHI’,

Distinguished Service
with silver star,
Distinguished Service Order, Ist Class,
the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with
the  Vietnamese Armed
Forces Meritariouns Unit Citation, and the
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal,

Gen. Robertson

hronze  palm

bl ”lilrri('({ 10 III(' f()l"
mer Blaine S, Swiggum of Grand Forks,

Returning e@suimeicog dme screved uw"N(‘;ﬂPl)ukutu. They have four children:

Chiel of Staff J\cn'in: (fnsps S-hools o

Deun e, [r., Thomas R., Tamara and

from July l‘)()J:lhrtﬁlgh:'\\mus: 19634 e DAL 1.
L ]
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COMMANDING GENERAL

Maj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong
CG
1971—

Maj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong Com-
manding general, lst Marine Aircraft
Wing becomes commanding general of
3d Marine Amphibious Brigade April
14, 1971.

A Naval Aviator, he was born in
Garland, Nebraska on April 18, 1920,

He was gradualed from high school
there in 1937, and went on to the
University of Nebraska, attending
college there until 1940.

In  January 1941, he began [light
training at Pensacolu, Florida and was
commissioned a Marine sccond lieu-
tenant and designated a Naval Aviator
that July. He then served as a flight
instructor in the Naval Air Training
(Command until transferred to VMIE-212
at bkl Toro, California, later serving
with that Squadron on Midway Island in
the Pacific theater of operations. From
August 1943 until July 1944, Maj.
Armstrong served as Operations Officer,
and later as Fxeculive Officer of VM-
223 in the Solomon Islands-New Britian
area where he earned two ])istinp;uishod
Flying Crosses, the Air Medal with six

3d MAB

1944, he became the S$-3 Officer of
MAG-44 in Hawaii and in July 1945,
he assumcd command of VMF-472 on
board CVE 105. In January 1946, he
became Executive Officer, Marine Corps
Air Station, Mojave California. The
following March, he entered the Am-
pbibious Warfare School, Junior Course,
Marine  Corps  Schools,  Quantico,
Virginia. Upon completing the course
in 1946, he hecame an instructor at the
School, serving there until June 1948.
Ordered to Cherry Point, North Carolina
later that month, he became Operations
Olficer and FExecutive

spectively, of VMF-122.

Officer, 1e-

Maj. Armstrong was an exchange
pilot with the 20th Fighter Bomber
Group, USAF, where he served from
November 1949 until January 1951,
Promoted to lieutenant colonel in
February 1951, he reported to Head-
quarters Marinc Corps that same month
and was assigned duly as Assistant
Operations Officer, Operations Branch,
Division of Aviation. He served in
this capacity until June 1953.

For service during the Korean con-
flict, while scrving on the staff of
MAG-33 from August 1953 umiil Febru-
ary 1954, Lt. Col. Armsirong was
awarded the Gold Star in lieu of a
second Navy Commendation Medal.

Following this tour, he reporied to
COMSTRIKEFORSOUTH, Naples, Italy,
where he secrved as Assistant Plans
Officer until August 1956. Returning
to the United States later that month,
l.t. Col. Armstrong entered the Armed
Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia,
graduating in January 1957. After
completing the course, he was assigned
Assistant (-3, Aircraft, Fleet Marine
Foree, Atlantic at Norfolk.

Reporting to  Headquarters  Marine
(lorps again in July 1958, he became
Aide to Admiral Arleigh Burke, the
Chief of Naval Opcrations, and was
promoted to colonel in October 1959,

Gold Stars, and the Navy (()mmeu(ktl(m..ln Augusy 1950, Ggl. Aynstrong became

Medal. :
... [ ]

leturning to the Paeific in Mgusb

‘\vml’on qatl)" Olrlcct wnth the 3d
Mdrltw Atruaft 0W1 a® Marine Corps
Am(‘tltlon,o.l*l elwro, California, and
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in March 1961, he became Commanding
Officer, MAG-15, at El Toro,
there until July 1962.

serving

That August, Col. Armstrong entered
the Army War College Carlisle Barracks,
Pennsylvania, where he completed the
course in July 1963. Transferred over-
seas, he served as Assistant Chief of
Staff, G-3, lst Marine Aircraft Wing in
Japan for the next year,

Upen his return to the United States
that Octlober, he became a member of
the Joint Planning Group, Office of the
Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and Pro-
grams, Headquarters Marine Corps. Ile
served in this capacity until he was
assigned duty as Assistant Deputy
Chief of Staff (Air), in March 1965.
Upon his promotion to brigadier general
on August 4, 1966, he remained in his
assignment until 1 February 1968 when
he assumed duties as Director, Develop-
ment Center, Marine Corps Development
and Fducation Command, Quantico,
Virginia, where he remained until May
21, 1969. While serving in this capacity
he was promoted to his present rank in
September 1969. Maj. Cen. Armstrong
assumed his present command July 1,
1970.

A complete list of the general’s
medals and decorations includes: the
legion of Merit, two Distinguished
Flying Crosses, the Air Medal with six:
Gold Stars denoting subsequent awards,
the Navy Commendation Medal with Gold
Star, the American Defense Service
Medal with Base clasp, the Asiatic-
Pacific Campaign Medal with three
bronze stars, the World War 1l Victory
Medal, the National Defense Service
Medal with one bronze star, the Korean
Service Medal, and the United Nations
Service Medal.

Maj. Gen.

lhe formcr

Armstrong and his wife,
Norma Jean Weyand of
liincoln, Nebraska, have two children;
Brian James (born April 10, 1945) and
Melanie Claire (born May 31, 1949),
His mother, Mrs. Lida Armstrong, re-
sides in Riverton, Wyoming.
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*HISTORY OF I MARIN

The 111 Marine Amphibious Force was
activated in the Republic of Vietnam on
May 7, 1965, Its first commander was
Maj. Gen. William R. Collins. Under his
command were the 3d Marine Division
and the First Marine Aircraft Wing.

Elements of these two major com-
mands had begun arriving as early as
March 8, 1965, when the 9th Marine
Amphibious Brigade splashed ashore at
Red Beach, north of Da Nang, and Wing
units began landing at Da Nang Air
Base.

At the time of its formation, Il MAF's
tactical areas of responsibility covered
249 square miles encompassing the
coastal enclaves of Phu Bai, Da Nang
and Chu lLai. The 14,500 Marines of the
command had a four-fold mission: (1)
Defense of the highly strategic airfields,
(2) Destruction of enemy forces, (3)
Destruction of the Viet Cong infrastruc-
ture, and (4) Conduct of civic action
and revolutionary development programs
in conjunction with the Government of
the Republic of Vietnam,

Maj. Gen. William R. Collins
CG
1965

On June 4, 1965, then Maj. Cen.
l.ewis W. Walt assumed command of the
Il Marine Amphibious Force and Marine
forces began moving out to seek the
enemy.

Operation Starlite in August was the
first large scale Amcrican operation
conducted against V( main force units.
Elements of the Marine air-ground team
followed this operation with Piranha,
Harvest Moon, Utah and Texas, as the

DECLASSIFIED

pace of the war quickened.
By the end of the year, 111 MAF units
had conducted 50 regimental or battalion

Gen. Lewis W. Walt
CG
1965’67

size operalions, more than 390 company
size operations, over 13,500 patrols and
more than 7,500 ambushes.

The vear 1966 saw the continued
expansion of Marine forces in the Re-
public with the arrival of the remaining
units of the Ist Marine Division and its
headquarters.

In July the III MAF Headquarters
moved from the Da Nang Air DBase to
newly constructed quarters on the banks
of the Song River in Da Nang East. In
October the 3d Marine Division moved its
headquarters to Phu Bai and the Ist
Marine Division moved north from Chu
Lai to Da Nang as the tempo of the war
in the northern provinces increased.
Operation Hastings near the DMZ in July
against the North Vietnamese 324 B
division marked the beginning of many
hard-fought battles in this area.

As the emphasis on Marine operations
shifted north, Army units began arriving
in Military Region 1 to augment the
Marines in areas to the south.

By May, 1967, the area under Marine
influence had expanded to more than
1,700 square miles, encompassing 183
villages and increasing the number of
civilians under RVN control by more
than one Wllhorl.. s evee

In their Mt swo eyears,

mese troops killed in action. Another
2,100 were captured along with nearly
3,500 weapons. Marine units had engaged
in more than 140 major operations and
267,000 small unit operations.

Civic action programs had resulted in
the building of 97 bridges, 61 wells and
more than 2,100 miles of road. Medical
treatment was given to more than
1,788,000 Vietnamese citizens.

Lt. Gen. Robert E. Cushman Jr. be-
came Commanding General, of 1II MAF on
June 2, 1967. He assumed command of a
Marine Force numbering approximately
76,000 men and operational control of an
aggregate Free World Forces of nearly
123,000 in Military Region 1.

Lt. Gen. Robert E. Cushman, Jr.
CG
1967-"69

As 1968 began, pressure on Khe Sanh
and other Marine bascs incrcased and
communist forces launched their abortive
Tet Offensive. Additional American
forces were placed under the command of
[II MAF, including two units, the 27th
Marines and the 3rd Brigade of the 82nd
Airborne Division, which were airlifted
from the United States on 48 hour notice.

By the summer of 1968, IIT MAF for-
ces had expanded to more than 150,000
personnel in Military Region 1. In a
farewell visit, COMUSMACYV, Gen.
William C. Westmoreland, told an assem-
bled honor guard of Marines, Soldiers,

ailggg and ROK Marines: ‘“The lII

Iis MAF® eMamine @mphibious Force is the largest

Marine [orces lond ackount®yd fdrgmore $ficlly Marine Command that our country
than 22,500 Vi@ Clgg tnd Nah .V‘igma':hasf gyer deployed on the field. The III
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E AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

Marine Amphibious Force is the first
Marine Headquarters that has also been
a joint lleadquarters because it has com-
manded Army troops as well as Marine
troops in the performanee of their combat
functions.”’

These units included: the 3d Marine
Division, the lst Marine Division, the Ist
Marine Aircraft Wing, Force ILogistic
Command 10lst Airborne Division, 1st
Cav Division (Air Mobile), 3rd Brigade
of the 82nd Airborne Division, lst
Brigade of the 5th Infantry Division
{Mechanized) and MHeadquarters, XXIV
Corps. Also included in Military Region
1 forces were American Air Force and
Naval personnel as well as the 2d
Marine Brigade of the Republic of
Korea’s Marine Corps.

In the beginning of 1969, 81,000
Marines were stationed throughout Mili-
tary Region 1 but by the end of the year
only 55,300 remained, as the redeploy-
ment of American forces from Vietnam
gained momentum. On March 26, 1969,
l.t.Cen. Herman Nickerson Jr. assumed

command of 1II MAF .

Lt. Gen. Herman Nickerson, Jr.
CG
1969-"70

As the 111 Marine Amphibious Force
began its fifth year in Vietnam in May,
1969, it could look hack on a year of
unparalleled success in which the largest
ammunition and supply caches of the war
had been uncovered in Operations Dewe

1969 drew

Division

the 3d Marine

November 7.

to a close,
redeployed on

Lt. Gen. Keith B. McCutcheon
CG
1970

On March 9, 1970, control of American
forces, in MRI shifted from [11 MAF to
U.S. Army XXIV Corps as Marine rede-
ployments resulted in a preponderance
of Army forces in Military Region 1.

Concurrently, Lt.Gen. Keith B.
McCutcheon assumed command of 1l
MAF'.

Marines continued to carry the war to
the NVA and VC in 1970, but large scale
operations diminished in number as
redeployment continued. The Vietnamese
Armed Forces shouldered an increasing
share of the fighting thus testifying to
the effectiveness of the Vietnamization
program,

By December 1970 Marine Forces
were redueed to 25,000 men as Lt.Gen
Donn J. Robertson became the new Com-
manding General, IIl MAF. In almost six
ycars of combat operation, Marine forces
of III MAF had participated in approxi-
mately 400 major combat operations,
and inn unerable smaller unit actions,
patrols and ambushes.

Redeployments continued in 1971 and
culminated in April with the departure of
the Headquarters of the 1II Marine Am-
phibious Force, the Ist Marine Aircraft
Wing and the lst Marine Division. The
remaining Marine forces in the Republie

Canyon and Maine Crag and the dargesoq©! Viginagy digve sheeny sadesignated as
Marine Combat helicopter asgaul@ ing the 34 Marip® Afiphi}iou$ Brigade under
history, Operation Meade River, smashede the sommend of lajs Gem, Alan J. Arm.
enemy base camps and sanctuarifb“.. As:.strbgg.. ..,. .,.' :.

DECLASSIFIED

The 111 Marine Amphibious Force has
been a unique combat organization.
Combined under a single commanding
general were all of the elements neces-
sary for sustained combat in the air and
on the ground. Not only were Marine
riflemen there to sieze and hold any
assigned objeetive, but Marine air was
backing them up in the skies with close
air support [ixed wing aircraft, aerial
refuelers, transport and cargo helicop~
ters, reconnaissance aircraft and helicop-
ter gunships.

The artillery fired every weapon from
the 4.2 mortar to the 175MM cannon.
Marin: trucks hauled supplies the length
and lreadth of Military Region 1 and

where water obstacles were present,
amphibian tractors from the Marine
inventory were used. Marine tanks

combined with the infantry to knock out
fortified positions. The Force Logistic
Command kept all of these disparate
elements supplied and functioning.
Other units as diverse as Communication
and Military Police Bautalions, scout dog
and searchlight platoons provided their
own special skills.

Lt. Gen. Donn J. Robertson
CG
1970~

The sum total was the most effective
and powerful amphibious force ever
dispatched by our nation to foreign
shores. The Marines who fought as a

part of this force were highly trained,.

dedicated men who have brought honor to
their Corps and Country.
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1st MARINE AIRCRAYT WING

Maj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong
CaG
1970--’71

The Ist Marine Aircraft Wing’s com-
mitment  in the Republic of Victnam
began in April 1962 with the arrival of
increments of Marine Medium Helicopter
Squadron 362, for Operation Shn I"ly.

The operation  provided helicopter
support for Army of the Republic of
Vietnam units, It continued without
interruption until March 1965 when the
9th Marine Amplibious Brigade landed
al Da Nang. With it came the Maripe
Aircralt Group 16 Headquarters,

In April 1905, the first Marine (' irp!
[-4B Phantom jets were added td-/thd
aviation inventory in RVN (lml \lA(,-l
hegan operations from Da du"g [)n
May I1, 1965, Headquarters of IhL‘
MAW was shifted from Jwakuni, la.ﬂ'm
to Da Nang.

Seabees and Marines landed ah('hu’
965 and began work on A

Short Airficld for Tactical Support. (& ]
engineering nmrw-l huilt on deser (A 5

l.ai on May 1, 1

sandy wasteland, the licld was (rpn
tional in  three  weeks  when /\?{é
Skyhawks  from  MAG-12 began usj
the 3,000 foot alumimum runway. /
Through the remuinder  of rhadigd
the st MAW supported the highly s

cessful Operations Starlite, Piranha o4dj/

Harvest Moon,

During the first six months of ]9(() ji D
the Tst MAW provided close air \.upp@n {

for more than 25 combat operations,
while simultancously expmnding its civil
affairs program throughout MR 1.

In July 1966 the tst MAW surpassed
all previous sortie records for close air
support  of a combat operation when
Operation Hastings began, Elements of
MAG-16  deployed 2,200 Marines and
1,400 ARVN on the first day of the

operation.

On November 1, the 1st MAW receiv-
cd the A-0A Intruder jet, newest fixed
wing aircraft in the Marine Corps inven-
l()]‘y.

During the carly morning hours of
January 1, 1967 radar controlled jets
caught an cstimated 1,000 Viet Cong
moving toward lluc. They killed more
than one third of the cnemy faorce.

In late April the NVA commenced
operations  to  overrun Quang  Tin
Province but the move was thwarted
with the help of Tst MAW pilots who
continnously sct records for number of
sorties flown and ordpance delivered,

Ist MAW A-GA jets struck for the
first time at cnemy targets near Hanoi
and Ilaiphong during May,

By July, enemy pressure shilted to
the castern DM7, arca ncar Con Thicn.

The Ist MAW provided close air support,

assault and resupply  helicopters as
ground Marines countered with Opera-
tions Bulfalo and Kingfisher. Marine
pilots also supported 13 operations by
Marine, Us So Army and ARVN clements
between Hoi An and Tam Ky, south of
Da Nang.

Close air support and helicopter and
fixed wing resupply were essential to
the smatntenance of Khe Sanh in carly
1968. - Kixéd wing support, named Opera-
tign, ‘Niagara, provided a continuous
um?xr(”a, & U. S. Marine Corps, Air
iﬁ"’/ Ndvy J(L\ over I\h(‘ Sanh.

8

3 noops" and 4‘,6()| tons of

Corps history lifted
dak.arine Division in
Meade River.
saw the beginning
Canyon, a scven

- . Northern Ashau
thl ) }f’ rat pove lhu el-
[k Lmu‘né 3 ! el air—

Inits departing were the
{ Anti-Aircraft Missile
'\Lﬂrlm' Medium  Helicopter
jand Marine I ighter Attack

dmotm(mth also saw the retire-
m:‘nL ()f the UH-34 helicopter from
Marine  Corps  combat  service when
Marine Mediom Helicopter Squadron 362
was  decommissioned  at Phu  Baj.
Phase 11 redeployment in October
saw the (|(‘pdrllll.€. { Magine Al Weagher
/\ltdf]\ Squmhon.?’%% Marine Obsarva-
tion Squadron § add Darird, [I&;vy
llnli(oplnr Squatifon 2G50 o e
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In carly November Tst MAW (RHear)
was activated at lwakuni, Japan, con-
trolling all Marine air units in Japan
and Okinawa and under the command of
I Marine kxpeditionary Force.

Phase IT redeployment continued in
November with MAG-36 moving from
Phu Bai to Futema, Okinawa., It was
the first complete lst MAW group to
redeploy,

Phase [ redeployment commenced
in late January 1970,  Departing for
CONUS  were  Marine  Fighter  Attack
Squadron 542, Marine Attack Squadron
223 and  Marine  Heavy Helicopter
Squadron 361. The phase was complet-
cd in Febraoary with the departure of
VMA-211 and MAG-12, the first fighter-
attack group to depart RVN.

Phase 1V redeployment commenced
July 15, with the redeployment of Marine
Composite Reconnaissance Squadron 1
from Da Nang to Iwakuni, Japan. In
August,  Marine  Medium  Helicopter
Squadron 161 departed for Santa Ana,
Calil., and Marine Wing Support Group

7 went to Iwakuni, Japan,

During September, Marine All Weather
Attack Squadron 242, the first A-6A
Squadron te fly in Vietnam combat,
along  with Chu lLai bascd Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron 122 and Marine
I'ighter Attack Squadron 314 departed
RVN.

Redeployment of Headquarters,
Marine Aircraft Group 13, H&MS-13 and
MABS-13  in October  ended the sy
MAW’s increment TV redaction of forces.

Statistically during 1970, 1st MAW
helicopters  flew more than 360,000
sorties  while carrying  over 800,000
troops and lifting over 64,000 tons of
cargo.  Fighter and attack squadrons
flew more than 35,000 sorties, dropping
over 85,000 tons of ordnance in destroy-
ing thousands of stuctures and bunkers,
Ist MAW pilots were credited with 713
("pegny dead,

‘fhe new ycar hegan for the Tst MAW
lv@th a continnation of Increment VI
'roop Redeployment.
~*Qn*Pchruaty 1, 1st MAW units return-
ed to Khe Sanh for the first time since
the 1968 cnemy Tel oflfensive when
celed o praovide-togistical support to
units  engaged there,  An additional
mission was to provide ]Ogl%tl( al sup-
port of ARVN forces partie ipating in the
South Vietnamese Operation, l.am Son
719, in lLaos.

lst MAW units redeployed during
February and  March  were MA(S-4,
VMEA-115 and [IMM-364, followed in
April by 11&1S-18 and YMO-2.

lleadquarters of the st MAW shified
from Da Nang to the Marine Corps Air
ov¥ionge Iwakuni, Japan alse during
I\:)rll' Tois marked the close of I](’dl‘ly
S oK yllrm continuous combat service for

e 1 NA,

-
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1st MARINE DIVISION

Maj. Gen. Charles F. Widdecke
G
1970—

The initial comniitment of st Marjne
Division wunits to the Hepublic of
Vietnam began with the landing of
Marines at Qui Nhon, 170 miles south-
east of Danang on ‘]uly 1, 1965,

The 3d Battalion, 7th Marines, an
artillery unit, tanded at Qui Nhon to
help in the defense of the U. S. Air
Force airstrip there,

August 15, 1965, marked the hegin;
ning of the first named combat operatifp
in Victnam. Operation Starlite
conducted by the Ist and 2d Battalig
7th Marines, Ist Marine Division,,
the 3d Battalion, 3 Marines, 3d Mari

20 miles south of Chu Laij.

By the end ol 1965, Division uni
in-country included the Ist and 2
Battalions, 1st Marines; 1st, 2d apd g
Battalions, 7th Marines, and clenyg®
of the 3d and 4th Battalions,
Marines.  Individual support batt
of the Division that were in-coug¥
the close of the year included-¥edic
Mator  Transport, Reconn
Engineer battalions.

On April 1, 19
Division Command Post was established
at Chu Lai and major units of the Divi-

sion were operating in VW
The Division's respén ﬂ%’
ing this spring period includé

security ol air bases at Phu Bai,
Nang and Chu Lai; driving the enemy
out of the Division area; and rice and
corn collection and civic action' apera-
tions designed to deny morahr%-n
material support to cnemy forces,

During 1966, Division units conduct-
ed combat operations from the [lemili-
tarized Zone (DM7) in the nortleeo idée
Ruang Sat Special Zone ('{SSZ%SO(}}I g
Saigon. The largest of the opesmions

during the year werce Opnralions.[’?airi&'

Pod i

‘i’Curymy ) 18 18

‘relative odm

killed, #3836
‘d‘“‘*s'ervt(i/-'{'vcapons captured.

and Hastings which were conducted
along the DMZ and in Quang Tri
Province. These operations accounted
for more than 1,300 and 800 enemy kill-
ed, respectively.

Following a lull in action during the
1967 TET holiday, the Ist and 2d
Battalions, Ist  Marines, launched
Operation Stone on Go Noi [sland south
of Da Nang. When the 11 day operation
ended, the Marines had accounted for
nearly 300 enemy killed, and more than
60 detained, Just as important as the
combat portion of the operation, it also
signaled the start of a complete clear-
ing and resettlement program,

During Operation NeSoto, in the Duc
Pho area 100 miles south of Da Nang,
more than 350 enemy were killed. This
operation enabled the 7th Marines to
establish  the southern most combat
base in the I Corps area at Duc Pho,

The 5th Marines conducted Opera-
tions Unjon I and II in the Que Son
Valley, 21 wiles south of Da Nang,
from April 21 to June 5, 1967. During
the period, thg {arines earned a
Htion after inflict-
y casnalties and
NVA Division as

o

found the 1st
concentrating
affairs, and

revélutiona programs
designed tp pnemy in
obtaining support

from the i’
The ygar N
only sca tr:r -
in the Diyis iy

y o 8 fult agaijét t

fing (‘,Fsﬁ\wa sa

days of bitt® str
fighting, Compa

Battalion, 5th Marings, rafye

J. 8. Flag signifying that"the southwe
Y as again undgr” Allied contry
«@peration j

O%Adividqg::%%n

accou {

thirty-six  Marines  died
battle. ; i
Although . segeral apedd were
von(hmt%.ﬁur‘mg“‘ o-ybile,” primary
emplasis  PeasYigr§d §n destruction of
thes cnemy’s abilit: {oSprocure supplies
* o9 .

undewanpewer fgwn the civilian popula-
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tion with additional efforts taken in
civic action and civial affairs programs
within the Division’s arca.

The last major operation of 1968
carricd over into 1969 and accounted
for more than 2,160 enemy killed.
Operation Taylor Common covered an
area from the An ltoa Basin to the
Laotian Border and was designed to
destroy NVA rest areas, infiltration and
supply routes, lines of communication,
and several enemy headquarters areas,
The Ist Division operated with the 1st
ARVN Ranger Group, and capturcd more
than 1,000 individual and 80 crew-serv-
cd weapons as well as 210 tons of
encmy rice,

1969 also saw the continuation of
Go Noi Island operations when U. S.
and Korean Marines, along with Viet-
namese Rangers and Army forces began
Operation  Pipestone Canyon which
included the clearing of that island.
U. S. and Allied Forces killed more
than 850 enemy and captured more than
150 individual and crewserved weapons.

There followed the rebuilding of
the island so that the Vietnamese who
were forced to leave could return to
their land and rebuild their homes,

Then, during November 1969, the
Division launched the Combined Unit
Pacification Program (CUPP). CUPP
sent Marine units to work and live with
the Vietnamese Popular (PF) and
Regional (RF) Foree troops in villages
and hamlets. By day the Marines
isted the people in dozens of tasks
bm building projects to planting and
afybsting crops while at night they
i}?{éf}l RF and PF troops in defending

34 hY patrolling the village and hamlet
a i “\V‘«

hil({llhe Division conducted combat

- opergions, the year 1970 also signaled

pPiedeployment of U, S, Forces from
etnam. The initial Ist Marine

“Divisidn units to leave Vietnam includ-

‘ed th

el Ist Tank and the 7th and Oth
&Yy Battalions, which departed
Aygust.

r and October saw the re-
t of the 7th Marine Regiment
3d Battalion, I1th Marines.
ion continued rice and corn
” civic action, and civil
affalNpPPrograms in conjunction with

acomba erations, including Imperial

or, Stream and Hoang Dieu
e T L B TG
nd 104, ‘
+¢As  184ks began, the Division con-

“tinged> ifs combat operations and civie

action programs,

During more than five years of
combat action in Vietnam, lst Marine
Division units have participated in
more than 160 named combat operations
from the Demilitarized Zone area in the
north, to the Rung Sat Special Zone
south ol Saigon.
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FORCE LOGISTIC COMMAND

Brig. Gen. James R. Jones
CG
1070—

On March 15, 1966, lorce loglstu
Command (F1, () was born of nec (‘S‘-.ll)
A new unit its mission cssontm]ly is
the arming, feeding, clothing and supply-
ing of Marine forces scattered through-
out MR 1.

Now headquartered at Camp Jay K.
Books, the command is an integral part
of the Marine Corps air-ground team in
the Republic of Vietnam, -

After the initial landing near DaNang
in March 1965, Marine strengths corf’
tinued to grow until

comprising 11l MA}"" ‘wer
tween Chu Lai ml

forces.  Two L8

operated  at ])ong‘t },{a " ang

llach support (‘l_“ul(\llt R
various  controlling ) ad«m
support was (ompm Qd o}

[
g

ti h'sh(‘d from

St o "
was  decided thdt K(’"'ﬂ tor Jieads"” 'ﬂt‘m‘mb(\r .
)(

quarters  wound

Thus,

elements o T, H(m @ MI‘TW‘T(Wwfﬂl&ﬂw of.

coordinate all sup
I'oree Togistic Command was lmrn.

The goul to be attained was effective,
efficient, sustained logistic support o
[T MAF forces iucluding Republic of
Korea and other Free World Forees in
MR 1, with self-sustaining, balanced,
mobile logistic support elements.

Redesignated  from  Force  Logistic
Support Group, FLSG-A came into being
March 15, 1966. hs= subordinate units
were charged with supporting 3rd Marine
Division troops from Phu Bai to the
DMZ.  Logistic Support Units were es-
tablished at Phu Bai, Dong Ha, Hue
and Khe Sanh.

In carly Januwary 1969, the main body
of FLSG-A was moved from Phu Bai to
Da Nang after turning over many of its

cinforced di- !

visions and a reinfor® ﬁl‘r(‘rdfl wing, 5
Sjtuated be- |

; “,I'Ib(.i}‘ﬂ“

combal support bases to the Army.
FLSG-A was redeployed to Okinawa
and deactivated on Nov. 7, 1969,

The 7th Motor 'l'ransport Battalion
arrived in May 1965 with its command
elements arriving in Chu l.ai in March
1966.

7th Motors participated in numcrous
operations against  enemy forces,
Rough Rider convoys ground out ncarly
4,5 million miles through choking dust
and sucking mud to carry more than
945,000 tons of cargo to Americans and
lhcir Allies before redeploying to the
U. 8. late in February 1970,

Originally headquartered in Chu lL.ai,
FLSG-B was redesignated from FLSU-1
on March 15, 1966. Later it moved to
Quang Tri where it became responsible
for providing logistic support to all
Marine and Allied forces near the DMZ.
At the height of operations, I'1.8C-B
supported more than 70,000 troops.

During its four years-plus, FLSC-B
established 1.8Us at Quang Tri, Landing
Zonc Stud and cmbattled I\hr‘ Sanh to
maintain  closer comtact with combat
units.

Late in 1969 I"I.S(‘.-B was movcd
from Quang T'ri g
deactivated g
activated asi !
Marine \mpul,
Pendleton.

In  mid-

‘Naurg, the [T 4 -’.
* f{“}, opartment,
3 the Da Nag
Tifdtary Pohc
at Camp Fendleton™f
A5 and arrived in Vietnam
the fo]lnwiugQé May. It was assigned

The mission dequired integrating the”
defense efforts g)l' all friendly forces in
mutual defense «of the arca, with empha-
sis on the Da ia(ng Air BRase and vital
bridges within the area. This impartant
defense  of the Air Base continues
l()d‘dy. »

Supply  Battalion  was established
within the FLC strycture at Camp Books
in Febryary 1967 and has provided a
most  vital link in accomplishing the
FLC mission.

The  7th Separate Bulk Fuel Co.
dispensed more than 76 million gallons
of petroleam products from fuel points
throughout MIP'P ‘Qldtmh"(m.' was
charged  with Qromrmg anel lsbumg
food. Marines gBabl} todvigit fessht]ls
received close wo 1Temillionelnd madwal
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JDa Nang. Yital, Area._ﬁ

Combat Meals in the past 13 months
alone.

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Marines
recovered over 449,000 deadly U, S. and
enemy explosive items, disarming and
destroying 95,000 of lhcm.

The  battalion’s Ammunition Supply
Points #1 and #2 dispensed ordnance
ranging from 5.56mm rounds for M-16
rifles to 175mm shells for artillery guns.

The bakery made and distributed
more than 12 million doughnuts and
almost 23 million pounds of bread,

The battalion’s Retrograde Facility,
charged with the shipping of all classes
of excess or damaged gear to other
commands, continues to transfer hun-
dreds of thousands of mecasured tons of
equipment. .

Maintenance Battalion came into
being in February 1967 and was original-
ly located at the Da Nang Air Base until
commitments grew too ]ﬂrge and space
too small. In 1969 repair scctions began
moving to Camp Books.

At Motor Transport Maintenance Co.,
more than 4,235 vehicles have been
repaired and returned to their parent
organizations within the past 13 months.
General Supply Maintenance Co., dis-
banded in July 1970, processed nearly
5,700 work requests on items ranging
from typewrilers to canvas. Communica-
tions/Electronics Maintenance Co. has
repaired more than 40,000 damaged
-itemms.  Ordnance Maintenance Co. has
more than 1,600 barrels on
s dIld artillery guns in addition
other pieces. FKngineer
wided maintenance
i¢ .. Force  Engineer
Division  Engineer
ll engineer equipment
. Over 8,000 work

*ﬂﬂiccsscd
d Service Battalion
: &hruary 1967. Among
et iﬁ the transportation of
%m ’Y" uppo :fjnf combat operations
5 bulating ~adriinistrative functions
ranked high on the list.

While transporting two million tons
of Lérgo ifi&ipport-of -tst-and 3d Marine
Divisions operations, Truck (o, ground
out over 11 million miles.

Comm. Co., FLCG’s communications
link with the world, handled 12 million
transmissions, both incoming and out-
going, on their complex computerized
transmitters.

Perhaps one of the greatest achieve-
ments by U. S, personnel in relation to
Civic Action was construction of the
spacious, 120-bed Hoa Khanh Children’s
Hospital at Camp Books.

From a tent facility, the hospital
grew and prospered, providing in-patient
s8nd efi-patient medical treatment to

hongands of children. Operation ol the
o Jos 888 was turned over to the World
Reliep®ommission in June 1970.

y
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3d MARINE DIVISION

Maj. Gen. Louis Metzger
CG
1071-

the 3d Marince
Division, the first division size ground
combat unit of the U. S, Armed Forces
to arrive in the NHepublic of Vietnam,
landed on beaches off Danang on March
8, 1965. Thisx began nearly five years
of combat action and 120 Major oper-
ations which accounted for more than
36,000 VC/NVA killed in action,
Interlaced  with  combat activities
were numerous ilTIl] U()ﬂlinuing pa(‘.i fi‘
cation programs throughout the Di<
vision’s Tactical Arca of Responsibi
(TAOR). At one time or-amgther
TAOR included four of the f}\'c;
v;n(-ns in [ Corps (now Military
2

Forward elements of

Within two months of-
landing the 3d Marine IMvision WHS
operating from three TAOK's; D gi
Hue/Phu Bai and Chn Lai,: A

In Joly 1965, more elemer
at Qui Nhon, 150 miles so :
Nang, creating a lourth "FAOHE,]
Division. The remainder of )
found 3d Division leatheppe
ticipating in several major;opea«
including Starlite, and Harvesys

During the early months of 195§
3d Division devcloped lhc‘»(]mtni‘y
concept, a combination of
civic, and psychological-warfare agti
to rcestablish Vietnamese control™e
the populace of a given area. During
County Fair operations Marines isolated
an area, cutting off all routes of access.

The inhabitants of the area were as-
semhled with the aid of Vietnamese
officials and their identification veri-
fied.  They were then given medical
aid, food and other essentials and
entertained  while  their  village was

searched for Viet Cong suspb®s 458
equipment, Following the‘(.vggrati:m

a unit remained with the village do aid
oe [

them in providing
Viet Cong and to
security force.

Another concept developed by the
Marines, based on the village security
forces, is the Combined Action Program.
Combined Action units were formed
consisting of U, S, Marine/Vietnamese
forces and emploved within villages
and hamlets to protect the people and
renew Lheir confidence in the Viet-
namese government.

In addition to small unit actions and
pacification programs, the Division
conducted eleven major operations
during 1966, including Georgia, Macaon,
Hastings, Prairie and Chinook I, with
the majority of these taking place in
Quang Tri Province against soldiers
of the North Vietnamese Army (NVA),

On QOctober 9, 1966, the Division’s
headquarters moved 1o Phu Bai, 50
miles north of Na Nang., The move
enhanced control of combat operations
as elements of the Division continued
to develop daily contacts with NVA
forces in the areas south of the PMZ
while protecti the. populace there
from incursions.f ! ; :

The fol]owiﬁg }cal%

security from the
train the village

with the Division stif] ‘jo
Province, opergtigg fidm su
as Khe Sahn, Frohng Hd, Ca
Gio Lioh and §on Thieng
will long be femembersd

named operatipns/. du) s.g ,

were (i r(‘)ckqtii V&LQJ* o

Higkory 11 and King#ishdn,
Rehgwed: N 2 iﬂ ) : S

. 7 re‘qtu i :e(f%

fn t & Y,

he“ceftter of ditenii
to Khe Sanh on January
NVA force consisting of two divisions,
reinforced with artillery, tanks, anti-
aircralt artillery and rocket units,
encircled and lay siege to the combat
base., Flements of two additional NVA
divlsiof® $erg Mg Bl in the area to
suort, %his %ttabk. & The siege con-

wnued eintal éprid 7ewhen a joint 3d
o000 *e e *
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numerous operations

" operations in

§ treaj

b Prdbram inthe Division’s TAOR.

Marine Division/lst Air Cavalry Di-
vision task force caused the enemy to
retreat,

Action continued during the Spring
of 1968 when Division elements,
principally the Fourth Marines, engaged
an estimated two regiment NVA force
at the little village of Dai Do just north
of Dong Ha, Marine units were eredited
with killing 1,801 NVA during the two
week battle,

During the next two months, June
and July, the Division developed the
concept of mutually supporting firc
support bases which allowed for rapid
deployment of mobile Marine company
size units into prepared landing zones
und er the constant protection of artillery
fire.

As 1968 ended, the Division con-
ducted operations throughout its AQ,
including Scotland Il and Lancaster Il
which resulted in the discovery and
destruction of several NVA base camps,
training areas and huge stores of sup-
plies.

On January 22, 1969, operation
Dewey Canyon began in the A Shau
Valley., During the next two months
the Ninth Marines brought disaster to
the enemy in the area who suffered
1,617 soldiers killed and the loss of
1,223 individual weapons and 243 crew
served weapons, including 12 Russian
make 122mm field guns. As a result of
from the first of
the year, until relieved of its combat
October, the Division
accounted . for over 5,000 more NVA
killed in action.

One of the most essential aspects
of  the Division's operations in the
Republic of Vietnam has been its con-

tributions, toward the Vietnam Pacifi-
cation gram through Civil Affairs
ang. Civiscei®tion elforts.  Although

o enumerate for the entire
“Hivision’s tour in Vietnam,
e taken from the first
69 when more than

. were treated under
g&qtion Program and

than 15.000..,;“0[11?11[1(:;4(: were
ed under the Dental Civic Action

more

‘Ry early August 1969, acting on
resident Nixon's orders to reduce the
5. Amed Forces strength in the
ibligof Vietnam, the Ninth Marines
their supporting units redeployed

;- Okinawa. The remainder of the
’ﬁ)‘iﬁsion continued opcrations in the
My d el e . ~
Wicinity of Vandegrift Combat Base

and just south of the DMZ to prevent
the NVA from inliltrating into Quang
Tri Province.

In October 1969, the Third Marines
returned to the U. S. The rest of the
Division redeployed to Okinawa in early
November 1969 where they stand today
as a force-in-readiness.
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m MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE
CIVIC ACTION

No summary of Marine activities in
the Republic of Vietnam would be
complete  without mentioning Civic
Action. Sometimes called ‘‘the other
war,”” it was never this to the Marines
who showed as much determination in
helping the Vietnamese people as they
did in destroying the invading enemy.

Essentially the Marines sought to
bring peace and securilty to a troubled
land.
doing this.

S

MEDCAP

MEDCAP  (Medicdl ~Civ
Program) was the most
early program, It wa$
Navy corpsmen who acgsfn
squads on patrols,
passed through villag

the corpsmen gave Vﬁﬁ
sistance they could,

calls, and medical aj
set up 1o treat the me

This was followed u
in hygienic and sanitary
4]
included distribution aj
modity rarely available-
Vietnamese.

CARE

The Marines then bega
program to give the §
schools, wells and ma‘

Organizations such as lﬁ (atho
Relief Service, USOM (Udifed gldl )

Operations Mission), CARE  and4
HANDCLASP  began conlrlbuhng may |
terials.  Aside Irom the profc%monql

organizations, LU.,S, citizens reqponded
to letters from I[riends and relatives'
serving with the Marine Corps and
also began to send goods.

During this period wo other major
events accurred that gave impetus to
the civic action program and supported
the  Vietnamese government’s rural
construction efforts: Operation Golden
Fleece and the development of the
Combined Action Program.

By providing a cordon ol Marines to
protect the farmers during the harvest
period, Golden Fleece operations denied
rice to the enemy and kept it for the

Civic action was one means of:

‘ st‘ llxyii

farmers to whom it belonged.

CAP

The Combined Action Program (CAP)
integrated Marine rifle squads with
Vietnamese Popular Force platoons to

provide continuous local security for
the villages and hamlets within the
TAOR. The concept proved successful

from Lhe start and became an important
for comhating the guerrilla_

-t the fall of 1967,

counterparts, - al
and guldance

ons R gcs crxb ed
wq:fbt; l'ustory,

-~ xes poas 1bi d ¢
ehl the Vi f;ampqp people

eniry, hegvy equi soperation
truck dnvmg begar jin a “school
g)fed by tlye Naval Sgpport Activity
Nang. { At the same time other
"’IL Stea(lung women how to
}ng machines hnd the number

i
as_the people’s igterpst ¢hid
18\ Marines \\nluwhdd GL#I
from far away to help them. p z

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

One of the most suecessful and well
known civic action projects has been
the 120 bed Hoa Khanh Children’s
Hospital, In late 1965 Navy Corpsmen
recognized the 13N fp? pe$ tne @cal
trcatment for Vu’tnrureqe chl?d;en *apd
established an 0)1 bed steat }ms‘ntab
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k4 $300,000, all

Lo ™
;Msoo 000,

b doctors wha work part time in addition

govemment gréw strong. dnd”

language cladses mulllplled!

When the Force
moved into the Camp Books compound,
the facility was expanded by con-
struction of a wood and tin huilding

able to accomodate 70 children.

Logistic Command

The hospital’s fame spread among
the people and parents brought their
children from as far away as the DMZ,

Soon the facility was again overtaxed.

Vietnamese laborers under the super-
vision of Marine engineers and Navy
Seabees began work on a new facility
Two wings were
added in 1968 giving the huilding its

present ““U”" shape,

The cost of construction was about
donated by serviceman
and u & patrons., Offlcld]ly opened
in. w 1969, the hospital is stocked
”t'qu1pment valued at more than
It is staffed by four Navy

to their.fegular duties as FLC medical
ollicers, - Kight Navy corpsmen make
11p the balagte of the volunteer staff.

: ,ﬁare also 56 Vietnamese workers
3}oyt;,d,1nclud1ng 29 nurses under the
¥¢rvision of Ilead Nurse Nguyen Thi
The World Relief Commission

(;ales the hospital,

SUCCESS
Yt
\‘%a;rines of Ill MAF  Forces

om the Republic of Vietnam,
e ‘behind tapgible evidence of
[ A“,;t'io“ﬂ” Program’s success.
T the lush fields of
ed Tfom new strains of seed
and nurtured by chemical fertilizers.

It is carried in the air by the hum of
the busy rice milling machines. New

roads connect hitherto inaccessible
hamlets and carry the products of
handlcraft industries recently started.

gt
#2

]hc schools are full and there are
many more of them, The children are
healthy because of milk and food dis-
tribution programs and increased medical
care, New wells, market places,
irrigation projects and bridges dot the
countryside.

*eTig?® Action has been a significant

part 8{ Marine Corps operations in the
R:&publ.ig of Vietnam,

’



