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L. In TLCﬁfddnL Wit h referen\es (a) ani (b) the subqect report is sub— PR
mitted herewith, -

2. GENERAL COMMENTS ?, :ff‘ffi ffrﬁﬂfff_ftth,<:¢>§{}'H‘ e
d.--RD Norkér ?nﬂ Wnlltazy

(1) The mé?fh f Auﬁuqi was ' a mawor test for the US-GVN effort in Lo

I Corps. The -Viet Vvl 'preulabJ; stepped vp th-oir ‘attacks and terrorism -
ared VN officials were preoccupied with election preparations. The result
was # considerable Mthdywn in RD progress. - The fact that no major setbacks
axcept in Quang i.seeurred in the .face of the VC offensive and. the
celections was cunk-dpreu a-source for cautious optlmism.” A1l provinces con-

. tinued to rtpurt the RD Program’ oehind schedule, though most still predict S
- completion of . th 1u10" portluu oi the provram by'year end. A t

b4

‘ _ (2): Enew, aiturts dld ‘ot con"entrate on' tile RO Program. Contacts = = .
" betwsen the Viet Gong and RD. Teains failed to rise appreciably.  Objective

" of the VG UdTﬁdT“P in. Augast was ta’ ]evel a psychological.blow against the ,
GVN severe encugh 10 nv*vupt election plans and frighten voter partlcipation.L:”
~at the pollis. 8i ut attacks oceurred in every TCTZ province, includ- =

ing the toilowi: R ' N

' Angust 7 - OuaﬂL h«al Jank Baqe shelled and attacked wlth heavy SRR
losses and, almost. to ral siluctural destructlon,: Ce

‘August JE» Lvnﬂ‘enong Distrlct Headquartexs,;fhe center of Quang

Tei‘s ?fa*;l'oxerrun, with. heavy casualtles and 40/ ' . T

'c’u—_:s‘l:ru__.edj o
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August 26 - _attacks on Hoi An, Quang Nam provincial capital, and
Dien Ban, National Priority Area, totalling over 200 persons killed,
wounded, or missing;- . . -

August 27 - Hue city nnrtared

. ‘ August 29 - Thang Binh District Headquarters, Quang Tin, partially
overrun;

CE August 30 - Quanv Ngai c1ty mortared and attacked " followed by
“;‘fzeelnc of -over 1, 000 prisoners and harrassment of ten RD teams east of the
o city . FERE .

.. This cobrdinated attack was the most serious blow. One CORDS civilian
© district representative was killed in action and four RD Teams have not yet
* been reported back “in their hamlets. Quang Ngai‘s RD effort received a

ma;or sethack. - 2
(3) A further alarming rise in the mmber of VC assassinations and
abductions was also a part of the carefully plamned enemy campaign. Figures
for the past three months are as rollows ' -

Assassinations VAbductionsr

qume e ”g.rr;w59, o s6 .

Thugast Lot i T ‘98 o R

While a majorlty of these occurred in Thua Thien in July, nearly half were". : ' g

o In Quanu Nam in August o S Eh B o RN

Despite thelr steppnd up terroxlsm, the VC were noticeably. unsuccessful 1n-_u‘;ﬁlf»*?
. their objective of disrupting the election, All provinces reported a high sy R
+level ot pol1t1ca1 actlvity and no: slackening of 1nterest in the election. IR |

‘ (4)  RD Team performance ranged from "inchanged™ to slight
B improvenpnt", according to.provincial reports. ' Forty teams have moved to-
. secomd semester hamlets, 1nclud1ng twenty during August. In only a few
instances was RD Workers’ involvement in partisan political activity a
serious problem. Quang Ngai noted that the elections provided an excellent
-opportunity for the teama to promote popular identification with the
natlonal governm»nt T L . o : .
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_ (5) ACCDldlng to GVN statistics, hamlet establishnent proceeded
apace durlnq the month. As of August 31, 74.3% of the firstphssy New Life - -
" Hamlets had been completed .and 27.3% of the second phase. The figures for -
Consolidated Hamiets were .77% and ‘52% respectively. The MORD reduced the
number of 1967 New Life Hamlets .in ICTZ from 123 to 121 and the number of
.Gonsolidated Hamlets from 108 to 95, according to two messages dated
. August | 2am12n : :
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b. Po 1itical

(1) Politically ICTZ was completely dominated by the elections.
The number of registered voters rose by 90,000 from September 1966 and
the new total of 911,861 represented 15.5% of the national electorate.
Attention focused on the visits of the presidential and vice-presidential
candidates to ICIZ. Though the originally scheduled visits aborted due
to poor plaming in Quang Tri, the rallies finally held in DaNang and Hue
on August 27 and 28 drew the largest crowds to date anywhere in Vietmam.

" (2) The many partisan local gfoups launched an active, critical
.dialogue aimed at the GVN handling of the election. Major charges of

alleged GVN sabotage and rigging of elections’ centered on aborting of the':

- Aungust 6 Quang Tri rally and the August 18-19 seizure of 19 Dai Viet Party

. members at a campaign planning meeting in Thua Thien. However, the
authorities were, strictly speaking, acting entirely within the law and
there has been no evidence of any real coercion used against the individual
voter, Though launching a major propaganda effort against the new UBA

Charter, the Buddhists decided to participate in the electiomns and, in aﬁ o

.llth hour dec131on, announced thelr support of Suu 8 candidacy.

e (3) The bai Viet Party, the VNQDD, and the Buddhists have
threatened demonstrations if Thieu and Ky, the probable winmers, are
~elected. With all three groups making similar threats, the post-election’
period may well be the most dangerous and volatile since Struggle Five in -
June 1966. A possible moderating influence may be the involvement of " theae
groups in the Octoier 22 lower house electic=z, which began in late August
w1th heavy filing by alL parties and groups. A ‘

Psych010d10al

v+ 8. The enemy demonstrated his continued ability to conduct attacks
and extensive terrorism, seemingly at will, throughout ICTZ during Angust
--This. demonstration represented an -important psychological victory for the
Viet Cong. Quang Nam reported a "pronounced” psychological effect within
the civilian commnity and Quang Ngal considered the VC attacks equally .
sobering. This.setback followed: four:straight months of considered
"progress' . *However, enthusiasm for'the elections helped sustain worale
. and divert attention from enemy gains.  Hopefully, demonstrated GVN :
election successges will at least. partially balance the paychological -
advantage galned by the VC s . s , LT
‘b; Throughout ICTZ the Vietnamese Information Service excellently
marshalled’ all available rescurces to publicize the election and promote
~voter interest and-participation.  This outstanding performance was in -
 sharp contrast to the:general failure of VIS to support the RD campaign-
with their staff and equipwent. It demonstrated (as for CA elections)
" that, with adequate direction or pressure from Saigon, VIS can be an -
: effective tool in the war wlth the enemy. R . '
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4. Economic

Prices and wages remained generally unchanged except for slight
inereases in a few items. The. RD effort is having a definite. positive
economic effect in relatively secure aredss though any major impact must,
by nature. be long term.  The opening and widening of roads into RD hamr-
tets and the subsequent comnercial traffic is the most significant early

D effect,

5, Security o S
; = L . - 4
- In contrast to the past four months, 1O province reported an improve-
ment  in security during August.. Quang Ngal and Quang Nam felt the .
security sitpation in their provinces had seriously deteriorated. Othexr
. -provinces noted little change. though Quang Tin s tated that the large-—
- scale ARVN-US operations kept the;enemonff balance. o <
6. HAveas of Progress

a. .Revolutionary Development Lo e ST e
. " (1), Three district RD Coordinating Conmittees have been formed -
in the Natiomal priority Area districts in Quang Nam. Their weekly meet-
‘ings, inclading vietnamese and CUKDS district officials, have thus far :
‘guccessfully identified problem areas, determined solutions, and emphasized
l,”the'potentiaL of revolutionary development.. - : S L

hS

ing to 706 village and hamlet officials {n June and July in 1CTZ province
capitals. fhe two-week courses. stopped prior to tha elections but are
expected to resum in early . September.. - : o

LT (3) Quang Tin found lack of provincial banking facilities 2. .
”HindréﬁCe.to obtaining*funds‘for»RD projects. CORDS pefsonnel'now arrange
_ to transport GVN_offigials weekly to Hoi An via helicopter so that the. ‘
. necessary funds caun be received for timely program accomplishment.

L _(4lﬂ'The’Ministry of Education has decided to locate & normal
schiool for training primary teachers at Hue. At present teachers mast be
o tranSPUrted +o (ui Nhon for training. . In the past. the majority of students
at the Qui Nhon normal school have been from IcTZ. The statf for the mew - -
 school is mow -being trained. and the.newAfacility will hopefully be opened .
by mid-1903. o T S e e e e o

T (8) Twe Quang Nam prOviﬁcial.admiﬁistration'has demonstrated con-
siderable foresight in the formation of a Flood Reliet. Committee this past
month. The Comnittee 1s already anticipating monsoon period problems and
~ planning tv stock emergency materials in:certain jistricts. - -

“7 (2) The RD. Public Admihjsfrafioh’cuanes=brought rud imentary train- e
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(6) Mdost provinces contime to repart agriculture as the most ,
effective New Life Development Program. Quang Tri noted that RD hamlets ' o
received 75 sprayers, 1,190 kgs of insecticide, and 16 water pumps.

Other accompiishments in agriculture included the completion of 40 pigsties

ani 9,000 m:ters of irrigation canals in Quang Tri‘'s RD areas.

(7} The number of Hoil Chanh rose from 192 in July to 236 in
August. During this month the yearly total surpaseed that of all twelve
months of ‘1966, This landmark, however, was onme month behind schedule.
" (n August 12 a 36~-man APT graduated trom training in Quang Tri and on
August 19, twenty-two returnees co_mpleted training for the X1t Carson pro-.
- gram. o ' - . :

e

‘b Milltary

(1) u.s. battallon—size and larger 0perations decreased from 18 +o0
13 and smail unit operations decreased from. 40,864 to 40,011. A breakdown -

of all enemy losses in ICTZ for the month of August is listed below: .
111 HAF RVNAF . ROXMC ussf 7 TOTAL
KIA (CONF) ° '-.,2061 685 121’= - 42 S 2909
KIA (PRUB) 2051 . 389 . . 70 0 C . 2510
‘Detainees oo-1¢01 - 296 - 121 13 2331
. PA/NVA 16 T 0 0 o . 16
PR/VC. e 96 138 .0 1200 3 . 257 L
© Rtmee/NVA -7 7 2 . ... 0 0 e 0 2 - - R
' Rtnee/VC A5 173 46 0 .234 R
»<Weapons . j* 542 ',;.’325_7'1 26 28 e 921 - oy

o (2) In keeplng with Phase -1 of the election plan, I Corps ARVN

’ units 1ncreased the tempo of. their operations during August. 47 large
operations were conducted, an Increase of 3 overfJuly, but the mumber of
"significant contacts decreased by approximately ‘50%. 'This decreage in = . =
- enemy.contacts is- retiected in a reduction in the total enemy kﬂlled durlng o
the mnnth LT ‘ : : . . -

,
e v
)

‘.

— (3) MoraLe in ARVN conbat units continued to remain high One

L 1ndication was a further decrease in the number of ARVN deserters. In
 addition, a four-month' downward trend in operational strength figures was i
reversed 1in August. ¥"” S N s R AT

v S

(4) RF trainlno, both refresher and -of newly activated companies
.was accelerated when I Corps received approval to train RF companies.at Hoa
" Cam Training Center. Newly activated RF companies will begin basic =~
training and 18 companies will enter refresher training at Hoa Cam during
the balancn of the calendar year. Previously, all iI.Corps RF .training was -
. .conducted at Dong’ Da National Training Center, which-18 now scheduled to )

i capacity.4 Coe , B Sl Ry o . . LT
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7. GVN/ARVN Performance

a. The picture of GVN performance'thronghout ICTZ during August was

. wixed, Public Safety Advisors reported a decline in police morale and

perforuunée due to not knowing the outeome of the elections. Some police
ot'ficials feared possible removal from present positions as a result of
the elections., Quang Ngai moted with interest the public, anonymons
accusations against several prominant provincial GVN officials. Refugee
officials in Quang Nam were again censured in U.S. reports for~their
unsatisfactory performance. On the other hand, service chiefs and
provineial officers in Quang Tri received praise for their heightened
interest in RD, The caliber ani motivation of:GVN officials continues to
vary'w1dely. There is increasing agreement among American advisors that -
efforts should be made -at the higbest levels to seek the swif't removal of
public officials whose performance is cleafly unsatisfactory;

- b. Quang Tri reported that the lst ARVN Regiment has been using night
ambushes and raids along the periphery of the RD area with significant and
encouraging results. In addition, RD support battalions in Quang Tri have -
demonstrated their interest in civic action by bridge and hamlet tortifica—
tions construction and by regnlar MEDCAPS -and similar activities. Hope-
fully, favorable examples such as thEae w111 inspire other ARVN units.

: ARNN 1eadersh1p continues to be the nnst serious handicap to
further military improvement. There 1s a definite need for more aggressive-
ness, initiative, anl drive throughout the chaip~of-command.. Company grade

officers and NCOs require extensive instructisn.in tactics and techriiques-

to include fire and maneuver. Work continues in the formulation of a
‘completed training schedule for every ARVN unit with emphasis on training
in fire and maneuver. More forceful, positive leadership by officers at "=

‘all levels is a prerequlslte for any substantial. improvement in ARVN

performance

‘_Problem Areas frlm*

o Sllaht proﬂress was made in 1nprovinﬂ the difficult ICTZ refugee :
31tuat1on. Tnereased high level interest brought limited immediate tangible
.relief and promises and concrete’ ‘plans for additionally needed assigtance

. in the mear future. Accomplishments in Angust included the assignment of
a.full-time JCTZ liaison officer for. 'CORDS, removal of the corrupt Quang

'Tri SCR.Chief, the GVN scheduling of a Corps-wide refugee conference .
September 9, implementation of am improved reporting system, and a few =
small—scale emergency relief shipments. However, contimied shortages of
roofing and food,.lackluster SCR officials, VC terrorism directed against
-refugees, and. GVN election involvement sexiously hampered refugee relief.

- efforts.  An estimated ten thousand new refugees brought in during Angust

_ joined thouqands ot recent refugees lacking minimum essentlals. "Refugees .

- remain a major pioblem for ICTZ

b ‘Iogistics problems continued to" plague I Corps. Shortagea df
'uecpnstrnctlpn,mdter}als, especially_roofing, prevented the ‘completion of

- ey
ROV
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hamlet ‘school, Self Help, and other vital RD projects. Many refugees
remained without adequate shelter due to lack of roofing. Quang Ngai
reported Montagnard refugees drifting back to V€ areas bacause of no food
commdities. The provinces are concerned that they face the approaching
rainy seasom with poorly stocked warehouses. Large shipments of roofing
are reportedly due in DaNang early in September. Hopefully this belated L
shipment will arrive in ICTZ before the monsoom, > “I7Z. Inadequate : : -
transportation is nearly as difficult and complex a logistics problem. as -
“commdity stocks., The provinges continue to ask for additional CURDS and
- MORD trucks for intermal distribution of commodities. Repeated requeats
;througﬁ both GVN and US chamnels have brought no significant results.

. C. A econtinuing problem that has been passed to higher levels is the
: difficulty of obtaining MSS security clearances without substantial bribes. £l
Hoi Chanh trained at DaNang Vocational School cannot obtain jobs witii - b
their newly acquired skills because they lack the proper security =
clearances. This problem deserves the innedlate attention of Saigon MSS
ccounterparts.

;'w d. Lack of securlty is, of courae, the epitome of Vietnam's problems.
‘Enemy attacks and terrorism increased significantly in August. The enemy
demonstrated thoroughness of planning, detailed prior reconnaissance, .
excellent coordination of fire and maneuaver elements and violent, swift -

_ execution. In most instances. dlver51onary attacks occurred nearly
similtaneously wlth the main attack in-order to confuse and divide the'

© friendly reaction. . A significant aspezt of these attacks was the

continuation of the trend in ICTZ for: the enemy to employ sapper elenants._-

 Sapper tactics and units proved to be very effective and appeared to have
been employed evenly throughout I Corps. The problem.of increasing security

' and counterlng enemy attacks rema1ns.~~ ' o -

T U@l -Security for hdmlets whlch RD Teams have completed and Jeft is an
1mportant problem of particular concern to ICTZ at this time., In many"
cases RD Combat. Youth and/or People's Defense Groups have been- recruited
‘and trained by the RD Tdams to protect the hamlet. However, weapons have
ot been supplied for these local defense forces., Four of the five I Corps

‘ provifices refer to this specific problem in their August Special Joint -

" Reports. Action must be taken to provide arms and ammmition for the RD

Youth/People® s Defense Groups if Revolutionary Deveiopment is to succeed

: ,in.ICTZ‘ -

Conclusions/Recommendations h

.z:-;.,_.'—t I - | . )

BER - P The monpntum achleved in tHe RD Program over the past four months‘
suffered a serious setback in August. A return .to nmymal progress in -

- September will depend on a lowering of VC activity, a willingness of GYN
to again concentrate on RD, and an increased ability of the Allies to cope
‘with enemy tactics.  The first two items are expected to occur following-

~the September 3 electlons. R:pefully,theae will ease the challenge of the
jﬂuxdremurmmnt . ‘_;h’ﬂalﬁ o D SRR "
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b} It is recommended that MACCURDS take necessary and apprdpriate action . P
to improve isguance of MSS security clearances. : B

c}b it is recomnznied that MACCORDS persuade the appropriate GVN agency
" that weapons for the RD Youth/Self Defense Groups mst be promptly 1ssued

from province stocks. -’ .
L o e . ﬁ,g‘ci.,,,é',,..w %«/ .
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