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SMA, MACV, After Action Reports 1968 - 1969 

SMA, MACV, Capital Military District Hqs, Combat Operations After Action Report, 
Tran Hung Dao, 3 Feb-II Mar 1968 t dated 7 June 1968, S & C #327 202 (C) 

SMA, HACV, 1st Div, ARVN, Combat Operations After Action Report, Hue City (Song 
Than 739-68)t 8-25 Feb 1968, dated 25 July 1968, S & C #802 390 (e) 

SMA, MACV, 2nd Bn, VNMC, Combat Operations After Action Report, Truong Cong Dinh, 
17 Apr-9 May 1968, dated 29 May 1968, S & C #327 202 <C) 

SMA, NAGV, 5th Bn, VNMC, Combat Operations After Action Report, Truong Gong Tinh, 
30 Ju1y-7 Aug 1968, dated 2 Oct 1968, S & e #808 183 eC) 

SMA, NACV, Airborne Div, ARVN, Combat Operations After Action Report, Toan Thang 
119-770(VNAB), 10-20 Sep 1968, dated 16 Oct 1968, S & C #806 470 (C) 

SMA, MACV, 3rd Bn, VNMC, Combat Operations After Action Report, IV Corps Tactical 
Zone Amphibious Task Force Operations-Phase I, Dinh Tuong, Kien Hoat Vinh I,ong 
Vinh Binh, Phong Dinh, Kien Giang, & Dhuong Thien Provinces, 
1 Dec 1968-5 Jan 1969, dated 30 Jan 1969, S & C #904 346 (C) 

SMA, MACV, 5th Bn, VNMC, Combat Operations After Action Report, Cheyenne Saber It 
16-27 Feb 1969, dated 17 May 196;9, S & C #908 341 (C) 
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CPS:fmcg 
3480 
24 May 1969 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Captain BENTLEY's After Action Report 
dated 17 May 196, 

From: Senior Marine Advisor, Naval Advisory Group, Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam 

To: Commander U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
(Attn: MACJ 3-05) 

Via: Chief, Naval Advisory Group, Military Assistance 
Command, Vietnam 

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ 3-32) 
(K-l) 

10 Forwarded. 
""-

2. The subject of overcrowded advisor"nets is a continuing 
problem which can be resolved by adequate planning on the 
part of the control headquarters involved~ The tendency to 
put all stations on one net without regard to the probability, 
of overload is widespread. It is recommended that frequencies 
and nets be so established as to preclude such over 
crowdHlg. 

~~p~~ 
DI SIR I BUII ON: 
NAVFORV Historian (Code 023) 
CMC (Code A03, A03D) ----
CG, FMFPAC 

By direction 

Dir, COC, MACV 
MarLnO, SplWarfareSchool, Ft Bragg, N.C. 
Dir, EducChtr, MCDEC, Quantico, Va. 
Each Participating Advisor 
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CPS: fmcg
3480
24 May 1969

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Captain BENTLEY's After Action Report
dated 17 May 1969

From: Senior Marine Advisor, Naval Advisory Group, Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam
Commander U. S. Military Assistance Command, VietnamTo:
(Attn: MACJ 3-05)
Chief, Naval Advisory Group, Military AssistanceVia:
Command, Vietnam

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ 3-32)
(K-1)

1. Forwarded.

2. The subject of overcrowded advisor nets is a continuing
problem which can be resolved by adequate planning on the
part of the control headquarters involved. The tendency to
put all stations on one net without regard to the probability
of overload is widespread. It is recommended that frequencies
and nets be so established as to preclude such over
crowding.

Jon Dersons
TOM D. PARSONS
By direction

DISTRIBUTION:
NAVFORV Historian (Code 023)
CMC (Code A03, A03D)
CG, FMFPAC
Dir, COC, MACV
MarLn0, SplWarfareSchool, Ft Bragg, N.C.
Dir, EducChtr, MCDEC, Quantico, Va.
Each Participating Advisor
File
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OFFICE OF THE SENIOR MARINE A.DVISOR 
Naval Advlsory Group,Box 419 

FPO San Franclsco96626 
CSB::lnj 
3480 
17MB,y 1968 

. Capta in Cha des 5.. B£NTL£Y08431,710302USMC 
Commander.,U. S.HiU ta,ry .. AssistanceCommand., 
Vietnam (Attn: MACJ 3-05) 
(1) Senior Marine Advisory. Naval A dvTso ry 

Group, MACV' 
( 2 ) Chief, Naval Adv r sor,yGroup"MACV 

CombatOperati ons After A.ct i onAepor~(RCS: 
MACJ 3-32) (R-:2) 

(a) MACV Di rectiv¢ 335-8 ".' 
(b) MAP ,BI EN HOA.: 1: 50"OOOSerJes;L7014 

Sheet 63301,Edi t ion .2-A'MS (29£TB) . 

Encl: v(l) Overlays (a) through (0 

1. Name of 0peration: -CHEYENNESABER J, FlfthBat .. 
ta li on t Viet nameseMa 1"1 ne Corps ,act as a reserve for 
commitment an .,where in the lJJNG .BJNH SpeclalZonea·rea 
of,responsibl 1 ity and provide securIty for the .POW 
Compound (YT038128). . ,.. 

2. .Jl§J:.e,~ of Qperat ions: 161200H F eb69 to 271630H 
Eef>69;,_~ 

3. Location: HO NAI Vil1age,-~UC}~ Dist~fict. BIEN 
HOA ProvInce. ~ 

4. Control Headqyarters.: LONG BI.NHSpecta,ll.Qne. 

5. Reporting Officer: Captain Charles S~ BENTLEY, 
USMC. 

a. AdyjsQrs Participating: 

Captain C. S. BENTLEY, 
5th Battal ion 
GROUP",q. 
DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR f NTERVAL 
DECLASSIFtEDAFTER 12 YEARS 

USMC, Senior Advisor, 

.~ .............•...... 
':.' - } 
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OFFICE OF THE SENIOR MARINE ADVISOR
Naval Advisory Group, Box #9

FPO San Francisco 96626
CSB:mj
3480
17 May 1968

UNCLASSICIED

From: Captain Charles S. BENTLEY 084317/0302 USMC
Commander, U. S. Military Assistance Command,To:
Vietnam (Attn: MACJ 3-05)
(1) Senior Marine Advisory, Naval AdvisoryVia:

Group, MACV
(2) Chief, Naval Advisory Group, MACV

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS:
MACJ 3-32) (R-2)

(a) MACV Directive 335-8Ref:
(b) MAP, BIEN HOA: 1:50,000 Series L7014

Sheet 63301, Edition 2-AMS (29ETB)

Encl: (1) Overlays (a) through (1)

Name of Operation: CHEYENNE SABER 1, Fifth Bat-1.

talion, Vietnamese Marine Corps, act as a reserve for
commitment anywhere in the LONG BINH Special Zone area
of responsibility and provide security for the POW
Compound (YT038128).

2. Dates of Operations: 161200H Feb69 to 271630H
Feb69.

3. Location: HO NA I Village, DUC TU District, BIEN
HOA Province.

4. Control Headquarters: LONG BINH Special Zone.

5. Reporting Officer: Captain Charles S. BENTLEY,
USMC.

a. Advisors Participating:

Captain C. S. BENTLEY, USMC, Senior Advisor,
5th Battalion

GROUP-4
DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR INTERVAL

EDDECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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CONFIDENTIAL 

lstlt Ro E. BUICE, USMC, Assistant Advisor, 
5th Batta 1i on 

bo Adyisory Effort in planning and Execution: 

(J) The adVisory effort consisted of coordi­
nating and establishing liaison with the numerous U. S. 
Command and Support Bases surround ing the VN Mari ne a rea 
of operation. As the threat to the BIEN HOA complex in­
creased the advisors were continually occupied with 
keeping fri endl i es from shoot i ngfri end 1 ies. 

(2) In the planning phase the advisors did assist 
in the decisions on the placement of troops, but due to 
the soundness of the Vietnamese Battalion Commanderls 
decisions, little help was required from the advisors. 

(3) During the execution phase the advisors again 
were concerned with coordinating nearby friendly units 
and supporting arms. At times. because of the Senior 
Advisorls access to the LONG BINH Special Zone U. S. 
Advisorls Command Net. the advisor was able to keep the 
Vietnamese Commander advised as to the locations and ac­
tivities of the several units involved in the otherarees 
of contact. This information prevented the Vietnamese 
from straying into areas of danger and assisted in the 
tight coordination absolutely necessary in the rapidly 
changing tactical situation. 

6. Task Organization: Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese 
Marine Corps~ 

7. Supporting fires: 

a~ One (1) LHFT was used and five (5) F!RE-FLY!s 
were utilized. Two (2) USAF Spookys were used. 

b. US l19' 5 were ut i1 i zed as they became ava i lab 1 e 
from the other area of contact. 

c. Artillery was used for one (1) mission in an 
attempt to set a fire with negative re$utts.~ Because of 
the small AO, immediate commitment of aircraft, the 
cons tant presence of aircraft, many unknown ant i 1 
and the rapid deployment of troops, there was no a 
which artillery could be used. 

2 
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CONFIDENTIAL

1stLt R. E. BUICE, USMC, Assistant Advisor,
5th Battalion

b. Advisory Effort in Planning and Execution:

(1) The advisory effort consisted of coordi-
nating and establishing liaison with the numerous U. S.
Command and Support Bases surrounding the VN Marine area
of operation. As the threat to the BIEN HOA complex in-
creased the advisors were continually occupied with
keeping friendlies from shooting friendlies.

(2) In the planning phase the advisors did assist
in the decisions on the placement of troops, but due to
the soundness of the Vietnamese Battalion Commander's
decisions, little help was required from the advisors.

(3) During the execution phase the advisors again
were concerned with coordinating nearby friendly units
and supporting arms. At times, because of the Senior
Advisor's access to the LONG BINH Special Zone U. S.
Advisor's Command Net, the advisor was able to keep the
Vietnamese Commander advised as to the locations and ac-
tivities of the several units involved in the other areas
of contact. This information prevented the Vietnamese
from straying into areas of danger and assisted in the
tight coordination absolutely necessary in the rapidly
changing tactical situation.

6. Task Organization: Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese
Marine Corps.

7. Supporting Fires:

a. One (1) LHFT was used and five (5) FIRE-FLY's
were utilized. Two (2) USAF Spookys were used.

b. US L19's were utilized as they became available
from the other area of contact.

C. Artillery was used for one (1) mission in an
attempt to set a fire with negative results. Because of
the small A0, immediate commitment of aircraft, the
constant presence of aircraft, many unknown until sighted,
and the rapid deployment of troops, there was no area
which artillery could be used.

CONFIDENTIAL2
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• 
d. One (1) platoon from the U. S., 11th Armored Cav~ 

alry Regiment was used in a minor supporting role on one 
(1) s.weep with Hmfted results" ThesitlUation had de~ 
veloped too rapidly by the time the platoon arrived for 
them to have any measureable effects. 

e. Whenever any type of s.upport lng arm or force was 
requested the reaction was immediate and in the strength 
desired. The TAC Net. of the Senior Advisor, LONG BINH 
Special Zone p was used for all supporting arms requests .. 

8. Intel1i~ence~ 

a. The Fifth Battalion wa·s a part of the LONG BINH 
Special Zone Task Force establ ished in reaction to in~ 
tel1igence to the effect that the BIEN HOA complex was 
to be the subject of a multi"'regiment attack sometime 
after the TET Hoi iday. The source of this information 
was a Hoi Chanh. Any detailed discussion of the Intel-
1 ~gence available wi 11 have to be sol icited from the 
headquarters of the LONG SINH Special Zone at BIEN ROA. 

b. The terra in in the VN Mar'j nes area of respons I ~ 
b 11 it Y cons r s ted of low 9 gent 1 y 1"011 i ng ttl i 11 s wh feh had 
been rome=plowed and de~nuded of all concealment save 
for heavy brush and trees along the streamline and one 
grove of heavy bamboo at Y104Q131 (See emclosure (lL VIa ~~1~4 (a» • Runn 1 n9 ea. t fr<>m ali ne formed by 

. to the northeastern limit of the VN Marines s AO 
(YIOS 150) was a heavy tangle of brush amd trees which 
afforded excellent concealment for movement from the 
northeast or east~ The main avenue of approach into the 
AO from the east was a long the tr~i1 shown at 11060150. 
Thts area was completely shielded from amy observation 
from either the highest point in tne'AO'{:Yl0S6136) or 
the main battalion defensive positions. Critical ter= 
rain in the AO was the hi 11 top at 11Q56136 and the mi 1 i­
tary crest of the h.l1 complex in the vicinity of YI046J43. 
The area of Y1056136 was initially manned by RF/Pf Forces 
from AD NA i Vt'llage and one (1) p latton of the U 0 S. 
Army 199th light Infantry Brigade. Neither the RF/PF!s or 
the U. S. Army platoon was a part of the LONG BINH Special 
Zone Task torce. There was limited cover avai lable in the 
streamline which ran through the AO and in numerous tank 
pits which dotted the area. There were negative obstacles 
in .the- AO. . 
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d. One (1) platoon from the U. S. 11th Armored Cav
alry Regiment was used in a minor supporting role on one
(1) sweep with limited results. The situation had de-
veloped too rapidly by the time the platoon arrived for
them to have any measureable effects.

e. Whenever any type of supporting arm or force was
requested the reaction was immediate and in the strength
desired. The TAC Net of the Senior Advisor, LONG BINH
Special Zone, was used for all supporting arms requests.

8. Intelligence:

a. The Fifth Battalion was a part of the LONG BINH
Special Zone Task Force established in reaction to in-
telligence to the effect that the BIEN HOA complex was
to be the subject of a multi-regiment attack sometime
after the TET Holiday. The source of this information
was a Hoi Chanh. Any detailed discussion of the intel-
ligence available will have to be solicited from the
headquarters of the LONG BINH Special Zone at BIEN HOA.

b. The terrain in the VN Marines area of responsi-
bility consisted of low, gently rolling hills which had
been rome°plowed and de-nuded of all concealment save
for heavy brush and trees along the streamline and one
grove of heavy bamboo at YT040137 (See enclosure (1),
overlay (a)). Running east from a line formed by
YT056144 to the northeastern limit of the VN Marines A0
(YT056150) was a heavy tangle of brush and trees which
afforded excellent concealment for movement from the
northeast or east. The main avenue of approach into the
AO from the east was along the trail shown at YT060150.
This area was completely shielded from any observation
from either the highest point in the AO (YT056136) or
the main battalion defensive positions. Critical ter-
rain in the A0 was the hilltop at YT056136 and the mili-
tary crest of the hill complex in the vicinity of YT046143.
The area of YT056136 was initially manned by RF/PF Forces
from HO NAI Village and one (1) platton of the U. S.
Army 199th Light Infantry Brigade. Neither the RF/PF's or
the U. S. Army platoon was a part of the LONG BINH Special
Zone Task Force. There was limited cover available in the
streamline which ran through the AO and in numerous tank
pits which dotted the area. There were negative obstacles
in the AO.
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. c. The Fifth Battalion encountered approximately 250 
mixed VC and NVA from the 275th VC Regiment, killed 131 
and captured 24. 

9. Mission: The Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps, 
to act as a reserve force for commi.tment anywhere in the 
LONG B I NH Spec ia I Zone area of respons i b i1 i ty and to pro­
Vide security for the POW Compound (YT03S128). 

10. Concept Qf Operations: 

a. See enclosure (1), overlay (a) for initial de~ 
fenslve posture of the Fifth Battalion upon assignment 
to the LBSZ TAOR on 16 Feb 1969. 

b. See enclosure (l), overlay (b) .for the defen­
sive posture on Z3~25Feb69~ 

c. See enclosure (l), overlay (c) for the defen­
sive posture on 25-26Feb69. 

d. See enclosure (I), overlay (d) through (1) for 
the sequence of deployment of troops for the period 26" 
27Feb69. 

11 • E,xecu t ion: 

a. On 16 Feb 1969, the Fifth Battalion moved into an 
area of operation east of the BIEN HOA Airbase (see en­
closure (1), overlay (a»9 with the battalion elements 
deployed as shown in enclosure (0 overlay (a). The 
commanding officer and the reporting officer were sum­
moned to the LONG SINH Special Zone for an Initial 
briefing on the Fifth Battalionfs mission, deployment of 
other Task Force elements and the enemy and friendly sit~ 
uation. liaison was established with all advisors of 
other Task Force elements and the reporting officer visited 
all surrounding U. S. Command and Support installations 
to effect close coordination. Vital liaison was estab­
lished with a U. S. Army IICRlplI (Combined Recon and Intel­
ligence Platoon) unit from the U. S. 199th Light rnfantry 
Brigade which operated in the eastern portion of HO NAI 
Vll1age~ This liaison proved quite valuable once the bat­
tle st.rted. The Fifth Battalion joined the LONG BINH 
Special' Zone Task Force with 687 Marines and 2 U. S. Marine 
Advisors. 
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C. The Fifth Battalion encountered approximately 250
mixed VC and NVA from the 275th VC Regiment, killed 131
and captured 24.

9. Mission: The Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps,
to act as a reserve force for commitment anywhere in the
LONG BINH Special Zone area of responsibility and to pro
vide security for the POW Compound (YT038128).

10. Concept of Operations:

a. See enclosure (1), overlay (a) for initial de-
fensive posture of the Fifth Battalion upon assignment
to the LBSZ TAOR on 16 Feb 1969.

b. See enclosure (1), overlay (b) for the defen-
sive posture on 23-25Feb69.

C. See enclosure (1), overlay (c) for the defen-
sive posture on 25-26Feb69.

d. See enclosure (1), overlay (d) through (1) for
the sequence of deployment of troops for the period 26-
27Feb69.

11. Execution:

a. On 16 Feb 1969, the Fifth Battalion moved into an
area of operation east of the BIEN HOA Airbase (see en
closure (1), overlay (a)), with the battalion elements
deployed as shown in enclosure (1) overlay (a). The
commanding officer and the reporting officer were sum
moned to the LONG BINH Special Zone for an initial
briefing on the Fifth Battalion's mission, deployment of
other Task Force elements and the enemy and friendly sit-
uation. Liaison was established with all advisors of
other Task Force elements and the reporting officer visited
all surrounding U. S. Command and Support installations
to effect close coordination. Vital liaison was estab-
lished with a U. S. Army "CRIP" (Combined Recon and Intel-
ligence Platoon) unit from the U. S. 199th Light Infantry
Brigade which operated in the eastern portion of HO NAI
Village: This liaison proved quite valuable once the bat-
tie started. The Fifth Battalion joined the LONG BINH
Special Zone Task Force with 687 Marines and 2 U. S. Marine
Advisors.

CONFIDENTIAL4
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• 
b. The Fifth Battalion condliJcted local search opera= 

tion in its assigned area on 16-2'2 Feb 1969 and commenced 
work on defensive positions. On 19 Feb 1969 at 2020R a 
Fifth Battalion outpost sighted three (.3) unidentified men 
with weapons and packs moving east from YT052J410 These 
men were not taken under fire, but the U. S. CRIP Pla­
toon in HO NAI Village was advised. 

c. Search operations were continued in the AOuntil 
221200H when word was received to prepare to move by motor 
march to LONG THANH District Headquarters under the oper­
ational control of the 48th ARVN Regiment, 18th ARVN 
Division. Search operations were conduoted in the AO 
assigned by the 48th Regiment until 231030H at which time 
word was received to standby to return by motor march to 
the operational control of the LONG BINH Special Zone 
at BiEN HOA. The Fifth Battalion resumed operations In 
the same AO as previously assigned with elements deployed 
as shown in enclosure (lJ, overlay (b). 

d. At 240900H, three (3) companies of the 5th Bat~ 
talion conducted a RiF in an area bounded by 110010, 
YT0009 9 YT 0111 t and YTO 110. The resu 1 ts of the search 
were (2) rounds 60rum Mortar g (1) shovel, (1) Box MG 
ammunition. At 241100H at YI014J 13 six (6) ves were 
detained and turned over to the VIetnamese Military 
Police .. Negative further information was received re" 
garding the six (6) yes. 

e. At 250030H at YI037125 an outpost of the 5th 
Battalion contatGted a ve unit of unknown size with nega'" 
tive results. At 250445H one (1) company of the 5th 
Battaliorl contacted an estimatedVC Platoon in the VI'" 
cinity of 'l1048142. The 3d Company pursued the retreating 
VC under cover of n 1 um i nat ion f.rom two (2) F I RE~F'L Y n sand 
a USAF Spooky. At 250530H the 2nd. Company was inserted 
into the contact area and joined the pursuit. At 250615H 
the 1st Company completed the pursuit force and the are,~, 
of contact was thoroughly searched. In addition at 
250640H the 4th Company conducted a RIF in an area bounded 
by "(10211 9 YT0210, Y10311, Y10310, YT0309 t and Y10410. 

Results were: 
4 Viet tong KIA (Be) 
3 Viet tong POW 
.1 60mm Morta r wI sight 
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b. The Fifth Battalion conducted local search opera-
tion in its assigned area on 16-22 Feb 1969 and commenced
work on defensive positions. On 19 Feb 1969 at 2020H a
Fifth Battalion outpost sighted three (3) unidentified men
with weapons and packs moving east from YT052141. These
men were not taken under fire, but the U. S. CRIP Pla-
toon in HO NAI Village was advised.

C. Search operations were continued in the AO until
221200H when word was received to prepare to move by motor
march to LONG THANH District Headquarters under the oper-
ational control of the 48th ARVN Regiment, 18th ARVN
Division. Search operations were conducted in the AO
assigned by the 48th Regiment until 231030H at which time
word was received to standby to return by motor march to
the operational control of the LONG BINH Special Zone
at BIEN HOA. The Fifth Battalion resumed operations in
the same AO as previously assigned with elements deployed
as shown in enclosure (1), overlay (b).

d. At 240900H, three (3) companies of the 5th Bat-
talion conducted a RIF in an area bounded by YT0010,
YT0009, YT 0111, and YT0110. The results of the search
were (2) rounds 60mm Mortar, (1) shovel, (1) Box MG
ammunition. At 241100H at YT014113 six (6) VCS were
detained and turned over to the Vietnamese Military
Police. Negative further information was received re-
garding the six (6) VCS.

e. At 250030H at YT037125 an outpost of the 5th
Battalion contacted a VC unit of unknown size with nega-
tive results. At 250445H one (1) company of the 5th
Battalion contacted an estimated VC Platoon in the vi-
cinity of YT048142. The 3d Company pursued the retreating
VC under cover of illumination from two (2) FIRE-FLY's and
a USAF Spooky. At 250530H the 2nd Company was inserted
into the contact area and joined the pursuit. At 250615H
the 1st Company completed the pursuit force and the area
of contact was thoroughly searched. In addition at
250640H the 4th Company conducted a RIF in an area bounded
by YT0211, YT0210, YT0311, YT0310, YT0309, and YT0410.

Results were:

UNCLASSIFIED

4 Viet Cong KIA (BC)
3 Viet Cong POW
1 60mm Mortar w/sight
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CONFIUEN'rIAL 
CONFIOENT!Al 

3 AK=47 
1 1'4 = 1 Ca rb i ne 
9 AK=47 magazines w/ammo 
1 1'4=1 CarbIne magazine w/ammo 
4 Chicom handgrenades 
t pound TNT 
Assorted Personal Gear 

fo At 251945H in the vicinity; of YIQ38128 four (4) 
VC were contacted by a 5th Battalion outpost with nega­
tive results. See enclosure (1), overlay (c) for defen­
sive posture on 25~26Feb 1969. 

g. At 260030H radar at BIEN HOA Air Base reported a 
Sighting of fifty (50) VC in the vacinlty. of yro40138o 
One (1) U" s. FIRE~FLY was dispatched and took the enemy 
force under fire. The first FIRE-FLY expended its 
ordnance and was relieved on station by another FIRE~FLY 
which continued the pursuit of the VC force. The VC 
attempted to excape to the southeast into the streamline, 
but were generally contained by the FIRE-FLyt s " The two 
(2) FijRE~fLY!s claimed a count of (24) VC KBA. This 
count was not confirmed at the time. 

h. At 260215H two (2) companies of the 5th Battalion 
contact;s:c a VC unit of unknown size in the vic in i ty of 
Y1046144. Contact continued on a sporadic basis until 
2 0330H when the size of the VC force was reported as one 
(1) battallono A further report indicated the two e2} 
5th Battalion Companies had actually intercepted a two~ 
pronged attack by the enemy force moving from the east. 
The two (2) companies had picked-off the southern prong 
whIle the northern prong merely glanced off the defen= 
suve position and continued west to the area of DONG LACH 
(YTOZ0133) where they were intercepted by other elements 
of the LBSZ Task Force. One (t) p latoOl'l from the 3d 
Company {See enclosure (1), overlay (d» was moved at 
260345H to YT046 P 5 to estab Ii sh 0 locki ng pos i t iono They 
immediately made contact with the enemy fleeing south .. 

i~ At 260500H the 3d Company (-) moved out of its 
defensive POSition in pursuit of the retreating enemy .. 
The enemy was retreating to the east and the south of HO 
NAi Village" The 2nd Companx maintained a blocking/reserve 
pOSition at Y1045146 and YIO 3140. The platoon at Y1046135 
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3 AK-47
1 M-1 Carbine
9 AK-47 magazines w/ammo
1 M-1 Carbine magazine w/ammo
4 Chicom handgrenades
1/2 pound TNT
Assorted Personal Gear

f. At 251945H in the vicinity, of YT038128 four (4)
VC were contacted by a 5th Battalion outpost with nega-
tive results. See enclosure (1), overlay (c) for defen-
sive posture on 25-26Feb 1969.

g. At 260030H radar at BIEN HOA Air Base reported a
sighting of fifty (50) VC in the vicinity of YT040138.
One (1) U. S. FIRE-FLY was dispatched and took the enemy
force under fire. The first FIRE-FLY expended its
ordnance and was relieved on station by another FIRE-FLY
which continued the pursuit of the VC force. The VC
attempted to excape to the southeast into the streamline,
but were generally contained by the FIRE-FLY's. The two
(2) FIRE-FLY's claimed a count of (24) VC KBA. This
count was not confirmed at the time.

h. At 260215H two (2) companies of the 5th Battalion
contacted a VC unit of unknown size in the vicinity of
YT046144. Contact continued on a sporadic basis until
260330H when the size of the VC force was reported as one
(1) battalion. A further report indicated the two (2)
5th Battalion Companies had actually intercepted a two
pronged attack by the enemy force moving from the east.
The two (2) companies had picked-off the southern prong
while the northern prong merely glanced off the defen-
sive position and continued west to the area of DONG LACH
(YT020133) where they were intercepted by other elements
of the LBSZ Task Force. One (1) platoon from the 3d
Company (See enclosure (1), overlay (d)) was moved at
260345H to YT046135 to establish blocking position. They
immediately made contact with the enemy fleeing south.

i. At 260500H the 3d Company (-) moved out of its
defensive position in pursuit of the retreating enemy.
The enemy was retreating to the east and the south of HO
NA I Village. The 2nd Company maintained a blocking/reserve
position at YT045146 and YT043140. The platoon at YT046135
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maintained its PO$§tlon (See enclosure (lL overlay (e» .. 
One (1) USAF Spooky and one (1) FIRE~F1Y provided il1um~ 
'1nation and cover for the pursuit force~ 

jo At 26q600H the 1st Company moved out of the 
Batta 1 ion Command Post (YT046130 ) and went t.nrough HO NA I 
Village to a blocking position at YT054134 (See enc1osur~ 
(1 L overlay (e}).. A 1 so at 260600H two (2) platoons of '''--~ ____ . 
the 4th Company which had been in defensive positions at 
YT032135 and VI 036!3~ moved down Hfghw~y #1 to the Bat~ 
talion Command Post to provide a reserve force (See enclo-
sure (1)$ overlay (e»o 

k.. At 2606T5H elements of the 4th tompany Headquar~ 
ters which had been inside the POW Compound (YT038128) 
moved across Highway #1 and established a blocking posi­
tion at lT037129 (See enclosure (1)~ overlay (f» to 
protect the POW Compound .. At 260615H the 5th Battalion 
stood deployed as shown on enclosure (1)9 overlay (f)4 

10 At 260630H the Battalion Executive Officer and the 
ASSistant Advisor moved with the reserve force to the 
vicinity of .1IOS8134 wbere .. contact was made (See enclosure 
(1)9 overlay (g»~ The VC occupied all the buildings in 
an area running from YT058133to ITQ46133" The Battalion 
Executive Officer established his Command Post in a two 
story'building at YT057132" The Battalion Commanding 
Officer and the Senior Advisor remained at the Battalion 
Command Post (YT046130). As of 260645H the 5th Battalion 
stood deployed as shown on enclosure (1)9 overlay {h)o 

m~ At 260645H the VC attempting to flee south pene­
trated up to the perimeter of the Battalion Command Post g 

but they were repulsed and forced to move into the eastern 
end of the HO NAI Village and into the ~pen fields to the 
east of the area of initial contact" 

no At 260700H a LHFT was requested to run a strike 
in the vicinity of YTOS6136. a'n old schoo1 house which 
was reported to be a YC Command Post with possibly (1) 
VC platoon and mortars" The LHFT strike was coordinated 
by the Assistant AdVisor with the U" S" Army CRIP Platoon 
and the local RF/PFDs in defensive positions at YT057137. 
The target was marked with smoke and then the strike was 
run~ but (2) US and (4) VN were WIA because of failure to 
take cover at their positions. Although the strike had 
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maintained its position (See enclosure (1), overlay (e))
One (1) USAF Spooky and one (1) FIRE-FLY provided illum-
ination and cover for the pursuit force.

j. At 260600H the 1st Company moved out of the
Battalion Command Post (YT046130) and went through HO NA I

Village to a blocking position at YT054134 (See enclosure
(1), overlay (e)). Also at 260600H two (2) platoons of
the 4th Company which had been in defensive positions at
YT032135 and YT 036135 moved down Highway #1 to the Bat"
talion Command Post to provide a reserve force (See enclo-
sure (1), overlay (e)).

K. At 260615H elements of the 4th Company Headquar
ters which had been inside the POW Compound (YT038128)
moved across Highway #1 and established a blocking posi-
tion at YT037129 (See enclosure (1), overlay (f)) to
protect the POW Compound. At 260615H the 5th Battalion
stood deployed as shown on enclosure (1), overlay (f).

1. At 260630H the Battalion Executive Officer and the
Assistant Advisor moved with the reserve force to the
vicinity of YT058134 where, contact was made (See enclosure
(1), overlay (g)). The VC occupied all the buildings in
an area running from YT058133 to YT046133. The Battalion
Executive Officer established his Command Post in a two
story building at YT057132. The Battalion Commanding
Officer and the Senior Advisor remained at the Battalion
Command Post (YT046130). As of 260645H the 5th Battalion
stood deployed as shown on enclosure (1), overlay (h).

m. At 260645H the VC attempting to flee south pene
trated up to the perimeter of the Battalion Command Post,
but they were repulsed and forced to move into the eastern
end of the HO NAI Village and into the open fields to the
east of the area of initial contact.

n. At 260700H a LHFT was requested to run a strike
in the vicinity of YT056136, an old school house which
was reported to be a VC Command Post with possibly (1)
VC platoon and mortars. The LHFT strike was coordinated
by the Assistant Advisor with the U. S. Army CRIP Platoon
and the local RF/PF's in defensive positions at YT057137.
The target was marked with smoke and then the strike was
run, but (2) US and (4) VN were WIA because of failure to
take cover at their positions. Although the strike had
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been cWeared with the CR~P Platoon Cow~ander and all hands 
warned!) the men persisted in watching the show. An 
wOl.mded "'Jere qUHcldy ~vacuated by U .. S .. aircraft.; The 
remainder of the US!VN unit remained in position as a 
b~oddng force. in addition to the VC Platoon at the 
schoolhou~e area p one (1) VC Company was reported in the 
vicinity of YT052133. 

o. At 260800H, after the gunship stdke was n.lll'lj) the 
5th Battalion elements wnth the Battalion Executive Officer 
moved into the area and estabiished a blocking posItion 
at yro56135 (See enclosure (1}9 overlay (i». Contact was 
sporadic in the vicinity of the gunship strike as the VC 
appeared to have moved deeper into the village just to 
the west of the target area. One VC force was centered 
In a group of three (3) houses just west of the school= 
house at YT0541340 This area was reduced with M~79 and 
57RR fire and one of the buildings sustained a tremendous 
secondary explOSion which indicated a large ammunition 
cacheo ThiS secondary explOSion and at least two (2) 
others I~.the same general area tended to verify the avail­
able Intelligence that the eastern end of HO NAt Vil1age 
was a VC supply point established for subsequent attacks 
on the BiEN HOA Complexo 

po At the same time 5th Battali6n"eh~mentswere 
working in the val1age area the 3d Company continued to 
sweep the field and stream area east of the in i t i a 1 con'" 
tacto Contact was sporadic and the company systematic~ 
ally reduced any resitance. The 2d Company continued to 
hold its blocKung/reserve positnon in the vicinity of 
rr04514~. . . 

q. At 260900H sweep operations in the village area 
continued to the weste At 261000H the 5th Battalion re= 
ce! ved one (1) p 1 ataon from the U .. S.. 11 th A rmoredCav= 
alry Regiment consisting of two (2) tanks and four (4) 
APCu so The Senior AdVisor moved out of the Battalion 
Command Post wi th the platoon to 11 nk-up with the 3rd 
Company.for further sweep ope rat ions.. The 1 B nk"'up was 
effected at YI048138 and the ]0 i nt force swept the stream"" 
1 tine from 11046133 to )'10521420 See enclosure (1), over"" 
layOU). ' 

ro At,261100H the 1st Company swept east from its 
position at YTQ581~ to the 07 N/S grid line. The 4th 
Company (=) swept west from its blocking position at 
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been cleared with the CRIP Platoon Commander and all hands
warned, the men persisted in watching the show. All
wounded were quickly evacuated by U. S. aircraft. The
remainder of the US/VN unit remained in position as a
blocking force. In addition to the VC Platoon at the
schoolhouse area, one (1) VC Company was reported in the
vicinity of YT052133.

O. At 260800H, after the gunship strike was run, the
5th Battalion elements with the Battalion Executive Officer
moved into the area and established a blocking position
at YT056135 (See enclosure (1), overlay (i)). Contact was
sporadic in the vicinity of the gunship strike as the VC
appeared to have moved deeper into the village just to
the west of the target area. One VC force was centered
in a group of three (3) houses just west of the school-
house at YT054134. This area was reduced with M-79 and
57RR fire and one of the buildings sustained a tremendous
secondary explosion which indicated a large ammunition
cache. This secondary explosion and at least two (2)
others in the same general area tended to verify the avail-
able intelligence that the eastern end of HO NA I Village
was a VC supply point established for subsequent attacks
on the BIEN HOA Complex.

P. At the same time 5th Battalion elements were
working in the village area the 3d Company continued to
sweep the field and stream area east of the initial con
tact. Contact was sporadic and the company systematic
ally reduced any resitance. The 2d Company continued to
hold its blocking/reserve position in the vicinity of
YT045146.

q. At 260900H sweep operations in the village area
continued to the west. At 261000H the 5th Battalion re-
ceived one (1) platoon from the U. S. 11th Armored Cav
alry Regiment consisting of two (2) tanks and four (4)
APC's. The Senior Advisor moved out of the Battalion
Command Post with the platoon to linktup with the 3rd
Company for further sweep operations. The link-up was
effected at YT048138 and the joint force swept the stream"
line from YT046133 to YT052142. See enclosure (1), over-
lay (j).

P. At 261100H the 1st Company swept east from its
position at YT058134 to the 07 N/S grid line. The 4th
Company (-) swept west from its blocking position at
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YIQS6t36 to the streamgine at,YIQ46133o The 4th Company(~) 
encountered heavy resistance in the vi nags and thei If 
progress was, slow" The Battalion Executive Officer and 
the Assnstant Advisor maintained their Command Post at 
XIOS6136.. The Batta 1 ion Command Post femCl i ned at U046I30c 
The 0 .. So tRIP Platoon was relieved and moved further east 
out of the Vietnamese Marines! area of operation" See 
enclosure (1)9 overlay (k)o, , 

So At 261200H the 3d Company completed its sweep of 
the field area with the ~ lth ACR Platoon and moved to a 
lnnkoup With the 4th Company (=) to assist in reducing 
the resistance in the vi Hage_area (See enclosure (1L, 
overlay (k»" The n til ACR Platoon. was moved to a reserve 
position wlth the 2nd Company" The 2nd Company held its 
b lock lng/ reserve pes it! on rna nus ,two, (2) .p latoons wh Ich 
moved at 261230H to secure a block Ing pos i t'i on at UQS3] 43 
{See enclosure (1)~ overlay (k». At 261400H the 2nd 
Company sent elements to secure the 3rd Company Base Camp 
at YT046143~ At z61600H the 11th ACR Platoon was released 
arad returned to its parent unit~ Sweep op~rations contin'" 

, ued unt!' 1 26]700H 'When contact was broken and an units 
,move'd to thellf' night defenSive positions .. 

Resylts Qf the Battle on 26 ,February 1969 Were: 

73 Viet Cont K~A (BC) 
18 Viet Cong POW . 

'2 VNMC K~A 
14 VNMC 'lilA 

~ : . 

(Enemy matedel will be summarized at the end of this 
report.). Jbn:mghout the sweep of the village on 26 Feb 1969 
the 5th~'~W:1Hta lion operated tothet~olf'th of Highway 1/1 and 
the loea 1 RF /PF forces operatedfo'thesouth 6' 

t. There was 1l1Iegat hie contact throughout the n n ght of 
26~27 :Feb~ 1969. ,.,,' , ','" ":'" ' 

u.' At ~70600H the' 2nd and 3r'a'Com~anoes moved 'to search 
GS Yjrp3J3o At 270800H the 2nd ComparU{~,~ad httavy,collltaC.tJMith 
one (T) VC Company h'l the vicinity of YIQ3313Z" Two (2) 
platoons from the 4th Company moved to YIQ34132 to estab'" 
1 ish a blocking POSitiOI1D The 3d Coml?anywhieh was the 
southern company of the original two (2'} company sweep 
moved rapidly below the point of contact to a biocking 
position at I1Q33136. The 2nd Company then pushed the VC 
into these two blocks and in two (2) hours all resistance 
ended e See enclosure (1) 9 overlay (1). 
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YT056136 to the streamline at YT046133. The 4th Company(-)
encountered heavy resistance in the village and their
progress was slow. The Battalion Executive Officer and
the Assistant Advisor maintained their Command Post at
YT056136. The Battalion Command Post remained at YT046130.
The U. S. CRIP Platoon was relieved and moved further east
out of the Vietnamese Marines area of operation. See
enclosure (1), overlay (k).

S. At 261200H the 3d Company completed its sweep of
the field area with the 11th ACR Platoon and moved to a
link°up with the 4th Company (-) to assist in reducing
the resistance in the village area (See enclosure (1),
overlay (k)). The 11th ACR Platoon was moved to a reserve
position with the 2nd Company. The 2nd Company held its
blocking/reserve position minus two (2) platoons which
moved at 261230H to secure a blocking position at YT053143
(See enclosure (1), overlay (k)). At 261400H the 2nd
Company sent elements to secure the 3rd Company Base Camp
at YT046143. At 261600H the 11th ACR Platoon was released
and returned to its parent unit. Sweep operations contin-
ued until 261700H when contact was broken and all units
moved to their night defensive positions.

Results of the Battle on 26 February 1969 Were:

73 Viet Cont KIA (BC) 2 VNMC KIA
14 VNMC WIA18 Viet Cong POW

(Enemy materiel will be summarized at the end of this
report) Throughout the sweep of the village on 26 Feb 1969
the 5th Battalion operated to the north of Highway #1 and
the local RF/PF forces operated to the south.

t. There was negative contact throughout the night of
26-27 Feb 1969.

U. At 270600H the 2nd and 3rd Companies moved to search
GS YT0313. At 270800H the 2nd Company had heavy contact with
one (1) VC Company in the vicinity of YT033137. Two (2)
platoons from the 4th Company moved to YT034132 to estab-
lish a blocking position. The 3d Company which was the
southern company of the original two (2) company sweep
moved rapidly below the point of contact to a blocking
position at YT033136. The 2nd Company then pushed the VC
into these two blocks and in two (2) hours all resistance
ended. See enclosure (1), overlay (1).
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The Resylts of the!attle 00 27 february 1969 Were~ 

54 Viet Cong KIA (BC) 
3 Viet Gong POW 

8VNMC WfA 

VO The 5th Battalion was relieved in place by the 
2nd VNMC Battalion at 271630H and the 5th Battalion re­
turned to Saigon and base camp. 

12& final Resylts for Operational Period C16=27 Eeb69 ): 

a. CausaJties 

KJA 
2 

VNMC 

bo Weapons Captured 

WA 
24 

KJA 
131 

YC/f:lVA 

)lCk 
24 

50 Sub-machine guns, Soviet, 7.62MM, AK-47 
5 B-40 RPG-2 
4 B""41 RPG""7 
1 82mm Mortar, ChiCom 
2 60mm Mortar, ChiCom 
3 Light Machine Gun, ChiCom, 7.62mm, Type 56 
5 Carbine, US, .30 Caliber 

c. Materiel and Equipment Captured 

2 ChiCom Radios 
1 AA 31mm MG Mount 
1 82mm Mortar Base Plate 
1 60 mm Mortar Base Plate 
2 60mm Mortar Sights 
1 B=41 Sight 

42 RQunds g s-40 and s-41 
3 Cans, MG Ammunition 

31 Rounds 82mm Mortar 
67 Rounds 60mm Mortar 

520(1 Rounds AK-47 Ammunition 
30 AK-47 magazines 

5 Kilograms Explosives 
6 Bangatore Torpedoes 

60 Hand Grenades 9 ChiCom 
1 Shovel 
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The Results of the Battle on 27 February 1969 Were:

8VNMC WIA54 Viet Cong KIA (BC)
3 Viet Cong POW

V. The 5th Battalion was relieved in place by the
2nd VNMC Battalion at 271630H and the 5th Battalion re-
turned to Saigon and base camp.

12. Final Results for Operational Period (16-27Feb69):

a. Causalties

VC/NVAVNMC

KIAWIA VCSVCCKIA
624 241312

b. Weapons Captured

50 Sub-machine guns, Soviet, 7.62MM, AK-47
5 B-40 RPG-2
4 B-41 RPG-7
1 82mm Mortar, ChiCom
2 60mm Mortar, ChiCom
3 Light Machine Gun, ChiCom, 7.62mm, Type 56
5 Carbine, US, .30 Caliber

C. Materiel and Equipment Captured

2 ChiCom Radios
1 AA 37mm MG Mount
1 82mm Mortar Base Plate
1 60 mm Mortar Base Plate
2 60mm Mortar Sights
I B-41 Sight

42 Rounds, B-40 and B-41
3 Cans, MG Ammunition

31 Rounds 82mm Mortar
67 Rounds 60mm Mortar

5200 Rounds AK-47 Ammunition
30 AK-47 magazines
5 Kilograms Explosives
6 Bangalore Torpedoes

60 Hand Grenades, ChiCom

CONFIDENTIAL1 Shovel
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Administrative Matters~ 

• 
a. Communications"" In the early daylight hours of 

the battle on 26 Feb 1969, a communications problem arose 
on the U. S. Advisors Tac Net. First the net was jammed, 
either by the VC or a hot Mike somewhere in the area. This 
required a change to the alternate frequency in the clear. 
Both the 5th Battalion Ds battle and the battle in the Dong 
lach area were run on the same tactical net. Because of 
the munimal information and coordination required by the 
5th Battal ion oruce the pattern ·of battle was establ ished, 
this situation was not prohibitive. At a post-battle 
cd t fique the decision was made to uti lize the primary net 
for the fi rs t un it to make contact andaor, other un its were 
to use the alternate frequency. Since no further action 
arose after the hifltialbattleof 26-27Feb 19691' this plan 
could not be tested. 

]4. Adyisoris Anatysisg 

a. The Vietnamese Commander of the Fifth Battalion fu1-
fi ~ 1 ad h 8 S mt 55 i 00 perfect 1 y. Hi s deployment of the Ma ri nes 
to their defensive positions on the night of 25-26Feb 1969 
(See Enclosure (1) Overlay (c» placed strength where strength 
was needed and his reserve in the least vulnerable spoL At 
the same time the overall deployment of troops provided a 
compact unit ready for movement as directed by the mission 
assigned" 

b~ The reserve company at the Battalion Command Post 
was Hn a posRt~on to reinforce the POW Compound to the West 
or the two (2) companies on the main line of resistance to 
the Northeast. 

Co The resu]ts of this action proved the quick reaction 
and rapnd mobility of the Fifth Vietnamese Marine Battalion~ 
The battUe was closed with only the Marines and weapons avail­
able and the totals demonstrate the efficiency of both. In 
summaryp this officer feels the Fifth Battalion met the require= 
ments of the mission assfigned in exemplary fashion" 

d. One noncombatant problem in the form of Civilians 
and large fires in the Honai Vi llage area did arise. The VN 
Madnes engaged In the built=up areas were very careful to 
search each house thoroughly and all civilians were moved 
rapidly and orderly to the rear and out of the contested areas. 
Despite the heavy fire, great care was taken to ensure the 
safety of ail the Villagers. The Long Binh Fire Department 
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13. Administrative Matters:

a. Communications - In the early daylight hours of
the battle on 26 Feb 1969, a communications problem arose
on the U. S. Advisors Tac Net. First the net was jammed,
either by the VC or a hot Mike somewhere in the area. This
required a change to the alternate frequency in the clear.
Both the 5th Battalion's battle and the battle in the Dong
Lach area were run on the same tactical net. Because of
the minimal information and coordination required by the
5th Battalion once the pattern of battle was established,
this situation was not prohibitive. At a post-battle
critique the decision was made to utilize the primary net
for the first unit to make contact and any other units were
to use the alternate frequency. Since no further action
arose after the initial battle of 26-27Feb 1969, this plan
could not be tested.

14. Advisor's Analysis:

a. The Vietnamese Commander of the Fifth Battalion ful-
filled his mission perfectly. His deployment of the Marines
to their defensive positions on the night of 25-26Feb 1969
(See Enclosure (1) Overlay (c)) placed strength where strength
was needed and his reserve in the least vulnerable spot. At
the same time the overall deployment of troops provided a
compact unit ready for movement as directed by the mission
assigned.

b. The reserve company at the Battalion Command Post
was in a position to reinforce the POW Compound to the West
or the two (2) companies on the main line of resistance to
the Northeast.

C. The results of this action proved the quick reaction
and rapid mobility of the Fifth Vietnamese Marine Battalion.
The battle was closed with only the Marines and weapons avail-
able and the totals demonstrate the efficiency of both. In
summary, this officer feels the Fifth Battalion met the require
ments of the mission assigned in exemplary fashion.

d. One noncombatant problem in the form of civilians
and large fires in the Honai Village area did arise. The VN
Marines engaged in the built-up areas were very careful to
search each house thoroughly and all civilians were moved
rapidly and orderly to the rear and out of the contested areas.
Despite the heavy fire, great care was taken to ensure the
safety of all the villagers. The Long Binh Fire Department
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/ was called to control the fires and as a result only ten (10) 
homes I n the VN Ma d nas n AD were lost to a 11 causes D The 
Assistant Advisor was very instrumental in coordinating :trhese 
various activitieso 

~/.~ 
CHARLES So BENTLEY 

Copy tOg 
SAp Long Sinh Special Zone 
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was called to control the fires and as a result only ten (10)
homes in the VN Marines' AO were lost to all causes. The
Assistant Advisor was very instrumental in coordinating these
various activities.

CHARLES S. BENTLEY

Copy to:
SA, Long Binh Special Zone
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FIRST ENOORSEMElTonMaj.or HENDERSOO' sAfter Action Report dated 
30 January 1969 

from: Senier Marine Advi'sor,Naval Advisory Group" Military Assistance 
'Command:, Vietnam 

To: Commander,U".S.M111tary AsslstanceCOmmand, Vietnam (MACJ343) 
Vial Chief. Naval Advi So'l'YGroup,Mili tary Assistance Glnnmand',Vietnam 

Subj: Combat Ope:rations After Action Report (ROS: ;MACJ~32 (K-l» 

2. In mfe~1i}cetopara9rapb5b(2)o.ftbe subjectreport,se:ve.ral 
meeting:sweze~0mUucted :in :o:rder to coordinate the efforts <of the 
Amphim9U's '".fask Force ·with representatlvesof2dBJ:i;gade ,9th V·. 5:. 
hfatlt.J;yD1v:idon~ 7th ARVN Division, RAG 21j33 ,&lld Third Battalion., 
WMCt~t lVCOrps Ueadquarl::ers wa's not represented at anyCif the 
me.etblgs... lV CO.rpsHaadquarters had issueddirectiv:es "b1'illgaU 
the e'lemen:ts of the AmpllibiousTask Force together., but did not 
assist,"C'Oomiaate" 0l"5upe:rvi 5ein theforma.tion afth:e Amphibious 
l',~stFQ~c+ C<m$equ:ently, this left the 7th ARVN Division to use 
its· ,o_~te~~tat1.on of the Jo.i~t General Staff Instruction. Upon 
'C'QI'IiP':le'u,1)rl lff ~>f:i-rsttw.oopera"tions, inclose <:ooraination with 
'the .~ ~$'l ~ ebvibus that the 7th ARVR Division did not fully 
~and.~ft'Of the Joint General Staff Ill'struetion. Neither 
ciid1YGo.t:p~ Headquarters f~rthat matter when IV Corps chopped the 
AlrJp~bi.cms'P~skEorce from the 7th ABVN Division to'the9thARVN 
Diiti$l.rnlOD '6. December 1968, and thereby separated the Amphiblou$ Task 
P~.f~. tbe~blgand combat support most wil11.nglyprovided qy 

,the ':2o'Brlgade:.,9'th U. S. Infantry D1vi si an .and CTG 117.1. 

. 3. l'btsmfitconeu:l's with the recommendation .contained tn paragraph 16. 
P-lansshouldbedevelopec1 now, with IVC-orps,· the Vl,:e:tname~.Navyand 
tbeViabl.:amese M:ltine COrpS Ilartlcipatingt toestablisna .Joint Amphib'ious 
Task FoTCe i::a the vicinity of DONG TAL The VietnaJlle'seMarlneCorps 
.c.ompon~ntw the Joint Amphibious Task Eorceshouldbe .aMarine Brigade 
with ~ iaf-utrybattalions. and an arlillerr 'bat;ery, b83;gcell1Ounted. 
This WOu1,d ~a1l:owthe . Yt'etn~ese Mar.inesto trai.n with, and te :obt,ain, the 
e.ri~~cea.t:qt:ibed by the Mobile Riverine Force. iJlnea~l:ytwo years 
'Or riv.ennewarfare ... 

4~ .ne_Me: ~'i9''' Should .eventually be increased.to io:u:rinfantry 
'ba!f;\t~rith CGrrespondi~geombat'~PGrtand ~mb:at .senl.ces:upport 
uriitsas ~ended onpagt:tU, reference (e).. ./ 
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Major HENDERSON's After Action Report dated
30 January 1969

From: Senior Marine Advisor, Naval Advisory Group, Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam
Commander, U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACJ 343)To:

Chief, Naval Advisory Group, Military Assistance Command, VietnamVia:

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ3-32 (K-1))

1. Forwarded.

2. In réference to paragraph 5b(2) of the subject report, several
meetings were conducted in order to coordinate the efforts of the
Amphibious Task Force with representatives of 2d Brigade, 9th U. S.
Infantry Division, 7th ARVN Division, RAG 21/33 and Third Battalion,
VNMC, however, IV Corps Headquarters was not represented at any of the
meetings. IV Corps Headquarters had issued directives to bring all
the elements of the Amphibious Task Force together, but did not
assist, coordinate, or supervise in the formation of the Amphibious
Task Force. Consequently, this left the 7th ARVN Division to use
its own interpretation of the Joint General Staff Instruction. Upon
completion of the first two operations, in close coordination with
the MRG Alpha, it was obvious that the 7th ARVN Division did not fully
understand the spirit of the Joint General Staff Instruction. Neither
did IV Corps Headquarters for that matter when IV Corps chopped the
Amphibious Task Force from the 7th ARVN Division to the 9th ARVN
Division on 6 December 1968, and thereby separated the Amphibious Task
Force from the training and combat support most willingly provided by
the 2d Brigade, 9th U. S. Infantry Division and CTG 117.1.

3. This unit concurs with the recommendation contained in paragraph 16.
Plans should be developed now, with IV Corps, the Vietnamese Navy and
the Vietnamese Marine Corps participating, to establish a Joint Amphibious
Task Force in the vicinity of DONG TAM. The Vietnamese Marine Corps
component to the Joint Amphibious Task Force should be a Marine Brigade
with two infantry battalions and an artillery battery, barge mounted.
This would allow the Vietnamese Marines to train with and to obtain the
experience acquired by the Mobile Riverine Force in nearly two years
of riverine warfare.

4. The VNMC Brigade should eventually be increased to four infantry
battalions with corresponding combat support and combat service support
units as recommended on page 11, reference (e).
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5~ SU~t modification should be mad~t().the command relations 
~contain!,!d in the Joint General Staff InstrUctions based on 
reference (e) and NWP 21(A). ,- -

6. The overall objective of these recommendations is to ensure thCit 
the Armed Forces .of the Republic of Viet~am have a combat readY', 
trained force capable of conducting riverine operatlon$ successfully 
when and 1f a phase out of U. 5. Force oc urs 
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5. Slight modification should be made to the command relations
contained in the Joint General Staff Instructions based on
reference (e) and NWP 21 (A).

6. The overall objective of these recommendations is to ensure that
the Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietnam have a combat ready
trained force capable of conducting riverine operations successfully
when and if a phase out of U. S. Forces occurs

D. T. BRECKINRIDGE
By direction

DISTRIBUTION:
NAVFORV (2)
NAVFORV Historian
CMC (Code A03, A03D (1))
CG, FMFPAC
Dir, COC, MACV
Dir, Educ Cntr, MCDEC, MCB, Quantico, Va. (3)
MarLnO, SplWarfareSchool, Ft Bragg, NC
Each Advisor Participating
File
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OFFICE OF THE SENIOR MARINE ADVISOR 
Naval Advisory Group, Box #9 

FPO San Francisco 96626 

Froml Major David G. HENDERSON 082161/1802, USMC 

DGH:fmcg 
3480 
30 Jan 1969 

To: COmmander, U. S. ~Hlitary Assistance Command, Vietnam (Attn: MACJ 343) 
Via: (1) Senior Marine Advisor, Naval Advisory Group, MACV 

(2) Chief, Naval Advisory Group, MACV 

Subjl Combat Operations After Action Report (ReS: MACJ 3-32) (K-1) 

Ref: (a) MACV Directive 335-8 
(b) After Action Report of Captain Donald E. BONSPER dated 29May68 
(c) JGS, G-3 Instruction HlOO-S/rTM/F3/KH of 280ct68 
(e) u.S. Army Combat Development Command Riverine Area Combat 

Operations Vietnam (RACOV) (U) Final Report dtd Aug 1968 

Encl: (1) Operation Overlay, 3 December 1968 (2d Bde, 9th U.S. Div 
FragO 5 to OP Order 84-68) 

(2) Operation Overlay, 4-5 December 1968 (2d Bde, 9th U.S.' Div 
OP Order 85-68) 

(3) Operation Overlay, 7-10 December 1968 (9th ARVN Div 
OP Order9/-:n) 

(4) Operation Overlay, 12~13 December 1968 (2d Bde, 9th u.s. Div 
OF Order 87-68) 

(5) Operation Overlay, 14-21 December 1968 (7th ARVN Div FragO) 
(6) Operation Overlay, 26 December 1968 ... 6 January 1969 

(21st ARVN Div Operation SONG THAN 885) 

1. Type of Operation: IV Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force 
Operations - Phase I 

2. Dates of Operation: 1-31 December 1968; 1-5 January 1969 

3. Location: DIUB lUONG, I<IEN HOA, VINH LONG, VINH BINH, PRONG DINH, 
KIEN GIANG and DHUONG THIEN Provinces, IV Corps Tactical 
Zone 

4. Control Headquarters: Commander IV Corps/IV Corps Tactical Zone 

GROUP-4 
DOWNGRADED AT ~YEAR INTERVAL 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
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CONFIDENTIAL 30 Jan 1969
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From: Major David G. HENDERSON 082161/1802, USMC
Commander, U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (Attn: MACJ 343)To:

(1) Senior Marine Advisor, Naval Advisory Group, MACVVia:
(2) Chief, Naval Advisory Group, MACV

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ 3-32) (K-1)

(a) MACV Directive 335-8Ref:
(b) After Action Report of Captain Donald E. BONSPER dated 29May68
(c) JGS, G-3 Instruction H100-8/TTM/F3/KH of 280ct68
(e) U.S. Army Combat Development Command Riverine Area Combat

Operations Vietnam (RACOV) (U) Final Report dtd Aug 1968

Encl: (1) Operation Overlay, 3 December 1968 (2d Bde, 9th U.S. Div
FragO 5 to OP Order 84-68)

(2) Operation Overlay, 4-5 December 1968 (2d Bde, 9th U.S. Div
OP Order 85-68)

(3) Operation Overlay, 7-10 December 1968 (9th ARVN Div
OP Order 9/37)

(4) Operation Overlay, 12-13 December 1968 (2d Bde, 9th U.S. Div
OP Order 87-68)

(5) Operation Overlay, 14-21 December 1968 (7th ARVN Div FragO)
(6) Operation Overlay, 26 December 1968 - 6 January 1969

(21st ARVN Div Operation SONG THAN 885)

1. Type of Operation: IV Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force
Operations - Phase I

2. Dates of Operation: 1-31 December 1968; 1-5 January 1969

3. Location: DINH TUONG, KIEN HOA, VINH LONG, VINH BINH, PHONG DINH,
KIEN GIANG and DHUONG THIEN Provinces, IV Corps Tactical
Zone

4. Control Headquarters: Commander IV Corps/IV Corps Tactical Zone

GROUP-4
CONFIDENTIALDOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR INTERVAL

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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5. ,Reporting OfficM' Major David G. HENDERSON, USMC, Senior Advisor, 
Third Infantry Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps 

ao Advisors Participating: 

Major Urnberto GIANNEllI, USMC 

Major David G. HENDERSON, USMC 

Captain Kenneth R. PURR, USMC 

Senior Advisor, Third Battalion, 
VNMC (1-5Dec68) 
Senior Advisor, Third Battalion, 
VNMC (5Dec68-7Jan69) 
Assistant Advisor, Third Bat­
talion, VNMC (lDec68~7Jan69) 

bo AdVisory Effort in Planning and Execution: 

(1) In view of the hasty formation of the IV CTZ Amphibious 
TaskForce on 1 December 1968, many problems were encountered in both 
the planning and execution phase of each of the six operations. 
Unfortunately for all concerned, many of these problems were never 
resolved and resulted in undue hardships and pressure on the Battalion 
Commander, officers and men of the Third Battalion. 

(2) The principal problem area during the planning phase centered 
on the command relationships established by the initiating directive by 
JGS {reference (c». Prior to this reporting officers' arrival on 
1 December 1968, all of the parties subject to the JGS initiating directive 
had never gotten together to sit down and go through the directive to 
see,if they understood the spirit of the order as written. As a result 
all parties had their own interpretation of the directive and pursued 
it accordingly. During the execution phase, operational control of the 
Third Battalion was assigned to the 7th ARVN Division, to the 9th ARVN 
Division, back again to the 7th ARVN Division and finally to the 21st 
ARVN Division (under VNMC Brigade B). Consequently, there were no 
opportuni ties to resolve our difficulties. All attempts by the reporting 
officer to meet with the 7th ARVN Division advisors to try and work out 
a satisfactory solution to the command relationship problem and the 
seizure of assault craft from RAG 21/33 by CG, 7th ARVN Divi~ion for 
another commitment prior to previously planned combined operations with 
the 2d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division (MRF).,met with a IIMexican stand 
ori lt

• Further elaboration of this problem area is included in the 
execution portion of this report (paragraph 11). 

(3) During both phases, the Senior Advisor worked closely with 
his counterpart assisting him in trying to resolve many of the problems 
which arose during the reporting period. The flexibility and tactical 
competence of the Battqlion Commander as well as his willing acceptance 
and'utilization of the~advice/assistance rendered by the senior advisor 
was very gratifying~ 
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5. Reporting Officer: Major David G. HENDERSON, USMC, Senior Advisor,
Third Infantry Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps

a. Advisors Participating:

Senior Advisor, Third Battalion,Major Umberto GIANNELLI, USMC
VNMC (1-5Dec68)

Major David G. HENDERSON, USMC Senior Advisor, Third Battalion,
VNMC (5Dec68-7Jan69)

Captain Kenneth R. FURR, USMC Assistant Advisor, Third Bat-
talion, VNMC (1Dec68-7Jan69)

b. Advisory Effort in Planning and Execution:

(1) In view of the hasty formation of the IV CTZ Amphibious
Task Force on 1 December 1968, many problems were encountered in both
the planning and execution phase of each of the six operations.
Unfortunately for all concerned, many of these problems were never
resolved and resulted in undue hardships and pressure on the Battalion
Commander, officers and men of the Third Battalion.

(2) The principal problem area during the planning phase centered
on the command relationships established by the initiating directive by
JGS (reference (c)). Prior to this reporting officers' arrival on
1 December 1968, all of the parties subject to the JGS initiating directive
had never gotten together to sit down and go through the directive to
see if they understood the spirit of the order as written. As a result
all parties had their own interpretation of the directive and pursued
it accordingly. During the execution phase, operational control of the
Third Battalion was assigned to the 7th ARVN Division, to the 9th ARVN
Division, back again to the 7th ARVN Division and finally to the 21st
ARVN Division (under VNMC Brigade B). Consequently, there were no
opportunities to resolve our difficulties. All attempts by the reporting
officer to meet with the 7th ARVN Division advisors to try and work out
a satisfactory solution to the command relationship problem and the
seizure of assault craft from RAG 21/33 by CG, 7th ARVN Division for
another commitment prior to previously planned combined operations with
the 2d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division (MRF), met with a "Mexican stand
off". Further elaboration of this problem area is included in the
execution portion of this report (paragraph 11).

(3) During both phases, the Senior Advisor worked closely with
his counterpart assisting him in trying to resolve many of the problems
which arose during the reporting period. The flexibility and tactical
competence of the Battalion Commander as well as his willing acceptance
and utilization of the advice/assistance rendered by the senior advisor
was very gratifying.
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68 Task Organization: 

CG, IV Corps Tactical Zone (1Dec68-7Jan69) 
CG, 7th ARVN Division, TIfN GlANG DrA (1-5Dec68; 11-22Dec68) 
CG, 9th ARVN Division, SA-DEC DrA (6~10Dec68) 
Brigade B, Vietnamese Marine Corps (23Dec68-7Jan69) OPCON to 
21st ARVN Division 

IV Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force 

L55L - 126 (ATF CCB) 
RAG 21/33 
Third Infantry Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps 

70 Supporting Forces~ 

80 Infantry 

2d Brigade, 9th UeSo Infantry Division (1-5Dec68; 11-21Dec68) 

Artillerx 

a/34th Artillery Battalion, 9th U.S~ Infantry Division (1-5Dec68; 
1l"'21Dec68 ) 
3d 155 Howitzer Battery~ 31st Artillery Battalion, 9th ARVN 
Division (7-10Dec68) 
Battery D, Vietnamese Marine Corps (23Dec68-5Jan69) 

USAF (O=lE, B~52t F-IOO, A~37 Attack Aircraft) 
USA (O-6 t UH-ID~ CH-47, AH=l Cobra) 
USN tuB-iS Seawolves) 
VNAF (O~lE, A~l Skyraider) 

Naval:. 

cru 111.1.3 (ld5Dec68, 11~21Dec68) 
CTU 117.2.4 (23Dec68; 6Jan69) 

b. General: Artillery, air~ and naval gunfire support was utilized 
throughout the operational period. Beaches were prepped on only two of 
the six operations and in both cases the fire support was provided by 
the LSSL~ Fire support provided by the 2d Brigade, 9th U6SC Infantry 
Division included pre=planned air strikes and on~call artilleryo 

Co Artillery Support: 

(1) Artilluy support was highly responsive and accurate in all 
six of the operations. While working in junction with the 2d Brigade, 
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6. Task Organization:

CG, IV Corps Tactical Zone (1Dec68-7Jan69)
CG, 7th ARVN Division, TIEN GIANG DTA (1-5Dec68; 11-22Dec68)
CG, 9th ARVN Division, SA-DEC DTA (6-10Dec68)
Brigade B, Vietnamese Marine Corps (23Dec68-7Jan69) OPCON to
21st ARVN Division

IV Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force

LSSL - 126 (ATF CCB)
RAG 21/33
Third Infantry Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps

7. Supporting Forces:

a. Infantry

2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division (1-5Dec68; 11=21Dec68)

Artillery

3/34th Artillery Battalion, 9th U.S. Infantry Division (1-5Dec68;
11-21Dec68)
3d 155 Howitzer Battery, 31st Artillery Battalion, 9th ARVN
Division (7-10Dec68)
Battery D, Vietnamese Marine Corps (23Dec68-5Jan69)

Air

USAF (0-1E, B-52, F-100, A-37 Attack Aircraft)
USA (0-6, UH-1D, CH-47, AH-1 Cobra)
USN (UH-1B Seawolves)
VNAF (0-1E, A-1 Skyraider)

Naval

CTU 117.1.3 (1-5Dec68; 11-21Dec68)
CTU 117.2.4 (23Dec68; 6Jan69)

b. General: Artillery, air, and naval gunfire support was utilized

throughout the operational period. Beaches were prepped on only two of
the six operations and in both cases the fire support was provided by
the LSSL. Fire support provided by the 2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry
Division included pre-planned air strikes and on-call artillery.

C. Artillery Support:

(1) Artillery support was highly responsive and accurate in all
six of the operations. While working in junction with the 2d Brigade,
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9th UGS. Infantry Division an artillery li,aison team and four forward 
observer teams were provided by 3/34 Artillery Battalion to control and 
direct artillery firese In support of the 9th ARVN Division operation~ 
two forward observer teams were provided to direct the fires of the 
3d 155 Howitzer aattery~ 9th ARVN Division. During the final phase of 
the deployment, artillery support was provided by Battery D, VNMC, with 
two fQrward observer tew'1lS assigned. 

(2) The baUaHof.!p during all operaticms, planned defensive 
~oncentrations and harassing & interdictory fires i~~edi~tely upon 
moving into its night defensive positio~so 

d. Air Support~ 

(1) Attack Ai~CIaft. Fixed~wing aircraft were utilized fo:t' 
pre~planned air~st.rikes only while oparating with the 2d Brigade, 
9th UoS .. Infantry Division. For operations t~ith the 9th ARVN Division 
and the 21st ARVN Division open immediate air strikes were requested 
and response time was anywhere from 30 minutes to one hour .. Vietnamese 
Air Fo:rc~ fixed wing proved equally as responsive and delivery of 
ordnance on target by both U.S. and VNAF attack aircraft was excellent. 

(2) Helicopters. 

(a) gommand .and Control. Command and Control helicopter 
assets were in short supply throughout the reporting period.. Request 
for Command and Control helicopters were not initiated by either the 
Battalion Commander or the Senior Advisor based on this shortagee 
it COmmand and Control hel1copt~r (:ould have been used in two of the 
~perations had the assets been available. 

(b) Qmlshipso Gunships assets _~ in great demand through= 
out the period and 1.mfortunatly they were also in short :supply., Prio!' 
to the operation in VINH BINH Pl'ovincs with the 9th ARVN D:tvisioKl t both 
the Senior Advisor and Assist:ant Ad-visor had the opportunity to make 
2l 'l}':l.sual rei\;ormaisscmc"" of the area with a light fire team from the USN 
SeawoH Detachment at VUIH LONG.. Ir,\ addition twice during the four 
day operation the Seawob'es flew over the Third Battalion area of 
<:"pe:r'ation to see if they ~ould render any assistance after they had 
completed a previoudy sehedtll~d patrol~ During the final pha~ of th@ 
(.}lperaticmal pe:riod~ light neHcopter fire teams were made available to 
Riveron 15, MRGo'BRAV0 9 for operations in support of the 21st ARVN 
Divisiooe With the exceptions of the abov~ two occasions~ light 
hdicopter fire teams weJ.'e not made a~ailable while under the 9th and 
21 st ARVN Di vi SiOi1,.. al though th~y 'were l'i1'Ique sted well in advance .. 

(3) Air Obse:tver Aircraft. B()th UoS .. and VNAF Ol~E aircraft 
pr'ovicted aerial surveillance and f1)rward air control coverage during the 
majority of th,~ operations., Although available for only short pe:dod~ 
of time, they were employed expeditiously and with .J~xcellent results. 

CONFiDENTIAl 

c<* F iil E XflAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

9th U.S. Infantry Division an artillery liaison team and four forward
observer teams were provided by 3/34 Artillery Battalion to control and
direct artillery fires. In support of the 9th ARVN Division operation,
two forward observer teams were provided to direct the fires of the
3d 155 Howitzer Battery, 9th ARVN Division. During the final phase of
the deployment, artillery support was provided by Battery D, VNMC, with
two forward observer teams assigned.

(2) The battalion, during all operations, planned defensive
concentrations and harassing & interdictory fires immediately upon
moving into its night defensive positions.

d. Air Support:

(1) Attack Aircraft. Fixed-wing aircraft were utilized for
pre-planned air strikes only while operating with the 2d Brigade,
9th U.S. Infantry Division. For operations with the 9th ARVN Division
and the 21st ARVN Division open immediate air strikes were requested
and response time was anywhere from 30 minutes to one hour. Vietnamese
Air Force fixed wing proved equally as responsive and delivery of
ordnance on target by both U.S. and VNAF attack aircraft was excellent.

(2) Helicopters.

(a) Command and Control. Command and Control helicopter
assets were in short supply throughout the reporting period. Request
for Command and Control helicopters were not initiated by either the
Battalion Commander or the Senior Advisor based on this shortage.
A Command and Control helicopter could have been used in two of the
operations had the assets been available.

(b) Gunships. Gunships assets were in great demand through-
out the period and unfortunatly they were also in short supply. Prior
to the operation in VINH BINH Province with the 9th ARVN Division, both
the Senior Advisor and Assistant Advisor had the opportunity to make
a visual reconnaissance of the area with a light fire team from the USN
Seawolf Detachment at VINH LONG. In addition twice during the four
day operation the Seawolves flew over the Third Battalion area of
operation to see if they could render any assistance after they had
completed a previously scheduled patrol. During the final phase of the
operational period, light helicopter fire teams were made available to
Riveron 15, MRG-BRAVO, for operations in support of the 21st ARVN
Division. With the exceptions of the above two occasions, light
helicopter fire teams were not made available while under the 9th and
21st ARVN Division, although they were requested well in advance.

(3) Air Observer Aircraft. Both U.S. and VNAF 01-E aircraft
provided aerial surveillance and forward air control coverage during the
majority of the operations. Although available for only short periods
of time, they were employed expeditiously and with excellent results.
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e. Naval SJJpport: Naval $uppt~rt was excellent in all respects. 
The use of the Vietnamese Navy l55L in conjunction with RAG 21/33 
provided a dual capability to the Amphibious Task Force. Although 

. the LSSL was initially assigned to the AmpJ};ibious Task Foree as the 
primary fire support ship for the amphibio:d's landin~s~ it a!s© 
served as a floating command post on operations where only a portion 
of the battalion (two or three ~Qmpanie$) was landed in an area of 
operation.. UoSo Navy MRF boat support and fire support was excellent. 

8. Intelligence: 

a. Enemy~ Enemy forces known to be operatin~ in areas where the 
Thi;rdBattalion conducted operations included the' 516th Main Foree, 
550th Local Force and 506th Main Force Battalions, and various local 
guerrilla forces and installationSe 

(1) Reconnaissance in force operations (riverine) tl{lere conducted 
to locate,. fix and destroy these forces.. Intelligence on the enemy 
situation was limited and somewhat dated& It was based on agent sightings 
and repo:t'ts of suspected enemy tinitloeai;,ions which ran the intelligence 
credibility spectrum from totally reliable tocompletdyunreliable .. 

(2) The major enemy activity for the period Corl.sl.sted of sniper 
fire from tree Hnes on the approach march)) sporadic delaying actions 
fought from fortified positions on the ~ross canals and tree lines~ and 
ambushes on th~ boat column going into and out of the operational areas. 

b. Terrain: thE: area of ope:t'ations is essentially an agricultural 
plain only a few meters above sea level conSisting of coconut 9roves~ 
rice fields and extensive waterwayso Vegatation, especially along 
stream courses, is thick with nipa palms, hanana trees and other assorted 
foliage., The numerouS stream and waterways networks present obstacles 
to all overland movement" Many 'Of the cross canals "branching off main 
canals are void of bridges and r~quhe the troops t6wade or ferry across by 
sampan thus slowing the momentu\'!! along the axis of advan¢e. 

Co Weatherl The northea.st monsoon was in effect for the er):tixe 
operatiorial period. The niOrtheast monsoon is characterized by deoreased 
cloudiness and Itttlerain" Visibility was generally unresticted du:l'i.ng 
the period although a fron't mClyed i.ll during the final stages 'Of the 
operating period bringing days of rain and reduced visibility" 

90 Missicmg The IV Corps Ta~ti~~al Zone Arllphibious Task Force was g:iven 
the r~sponsibility of ~onductingriverine operations in accordance with 
orders issued by the IV Q:.rps Tactical Zone Commander or the TIEN GIANG 
DTA Commander to destroy the ~nemy and extend RVN government control 
in the areao 
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e. Naval Support: Naval support was excellent in all respects.
The use of the Vietnamese Navy LSSL in conjunction with RAG 21/33
provided a dual capability to the Amphibious Task Force. Although
the LSSL was initially assigned to the Amphibious Task Force as the
primary fire support ship for the amphibicas landings, it also
served as a floating command post on operations where only a portion
of the battalion (two or three companies) was landed in an area of
operation. U.S. Navy MRF boat support and fire support was excellent.

8. Intelligence:

a. Enemy: Enemy forces known to be operating in areas where the
Third Battalion conducted operations included the 516th Main Force,
550th Local Force and 506th Main Force Battalions, and various local
guerrilla forces and installations.

(1) Reconnaissance in force operations (riverine) were conducted
to locate, fix and destroy these forces. Intelligence on the enemy
situation was limited and somewhat dated. It was based on agent sightings
and reports of suspected enemy unit locations which ran the intelligence
credibility spectrum from totally reliable to completely unreliable.

(2) The major enemy activity for the period consisted of sniper
fire from tree lines on the approach march, sporadic delaying actions
fought from fortified positions on the cross canals and tree lines, and
ambushes on the boat column going into and out of the operational areas.

b. Terrain: The area of operations is essentially an agricultural
plain only a few meters above sea level consisting of coconut groves,
rice fields and extensive waterways. Vegatation, especially along
stream courses, is thick with nipa palms, banana trees and other assorted
foliage. The numerous stream and waterways networks present obstacles
to all overland movement. Many of the cross canals branching off main
canals are void of bridges and require the troops to wade or ferry across by
sampan thus slowing the momentum along the axis of advance.

C. Weather: The northeast monsoon was in effect for the entire
operational period. The northeast monsoon is characterized by decreased
cloudiness and little rain. Visibility was generally unresticted during
the period although a front moved in during the final stages of the
operating period bringing six days of rain and reduced visibility.

9. Mission: The IV Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force was given
the responsibility of conducting riverine operations in accordance with
orders issued by the IV Corps Tactical Zone Commander or the TIEN GIANG
DTA Commander to destroy the enemy and extend RVN government control
in the area.
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10. Concept of Operations: 

a. Operational Phase. 

(1) Phase I: Coordinate and operate with U.S. Mobile Riverine 
Force for six months. 

(2) Phase II: Coordinate and operate with RVNAF units or operate 
independently if ordered by IV Corps Tactical Zone Commander or TIER 
GIANG Commander. 

(3) Conduct independent, joint and combined operations. 

b. Operating Area. Initially the Amphibious Task Force was to 
operate within the territory of the TIEN GIANG DTA. Additionally, 
during Phase I and continuing phases,th~ Amphibious Task Force could 
operate outside the territory of TIEM GIANG DTA if authorized by IV 
Corps Tactical Zone Commander and outside IV Corps Tactical Zone if 
authorized by JGS. 

11. Execution: 

a. General. On 27 November the Third Battalion was chopped from the 
operational control of the 2d Brigade, 9th u.s. Infantry Division 
and placed under the operational control of the CG, 7th AHVN Division 
(TIEN GIANG DTA Commander), as the landing force component of the IV 
Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force. From 28 November to 
2 December 1968, during the formation of the Amphibious Task Force, 
the Third Battalion was located in the vicinity of BINH PHD (XS 462434) 
between MY TaO and DONG TAM. During the reporting period the battalion 
conducte:d six operations in conjunction with the 2d Brigade, 9th U .. S. 
Infantry Division, the 9th ARVN Division, the 7th ARVN Division and the 
21st ARVN Division. A battalion rear area was established initially 
at the BINH DUC training center near MY THO and subsequently moved to 
the district compound at BACH 501 when the Amphibious Task Force 
reverted to the control of the 21st ARVN Division on 23 December 1968. 
The batta~ion xear was charged with the responsibility for security of 
the motor transport assets of the battalion as well as resupply and 
casualty reporting back to the battalion's base camp at THU DUC. Each 
operation was followed by a "stand-down" period which was normally 1-2 
;daY45.. With the exception of one stand-down period all stand-down was 
accomplished in the field in sparsely populated areas. On 7 January 
1969 the Third Battalion was relieved by the Fourth Battalion as the 
landing force for the Amphibious Task Force and returned to their base 
camp at THU DUC. 
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10. Concept of Operations:

a. Operational Phase.

(1) Phase I: Coordinate and operate with U.S. Mobile Riverine
Force for six months.

(2) Phase II: Coordinate and operate with RVNAF units or operate
independently if ordered by IV Corps Tactical Zone Commander or TIEN
GIANG Commander.

(3) Conduct independent, joint and combined operations.

b. Operating Area. Initially the Amphibious Task Force was to
operate within the territory of the TIEN GIANG DTA. Additionally,
during Phase I and continuing phases, the Amphibious Task Force could
operate outside the territory of TIEN GIANG DTA if authorized by IV
Corps Tactical Zone Commander and outside IV Corps Tactical Zone if
authorized by JGS.

11. Execution:

a. General. On 27 November the Third Battalion was chopped from the
operational control of the 2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division
and placed under the operational control of the CG, 7th ARVN Division
(TIEN GIANG DTA Commander), as the landing force component of the IV
Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force. From 28 November to
2 December 1968, during the formation of the Amphibious Task Force,
the Third Battalion was located in the vicinity of BINH PHU (XS 462434)
between MY THO and DONG TAM. During the reporting period the battalion
conducted six operations in conjunction with the 2d Brigade, 9th U.S.
Infantry Division, the 9th ARVN Division, the 7th ARVN Division and the
21st ARVN Division. A battalion rear area was established initially
at the BINH DUC training center near MY THO and subsequently moved to
the district compound at RACH SOI when the Amphibious Task Force
reverted to the control of the 21st ARVN Division on 23 December 1968.
The battalion rear was charged with the responsibility for security of
the motor transport assets of the battalion as well as resupply and
casualty reporting back to the battalion's base camp at THU DUC. Each
operation was followed by a "stand-down" period which was normally 1-2
days. With the exception of one stand-down period all stand-down was
accomplished in the field in sparsely populated areas. On 7 January
1969 the Third Battalion was relieved by the Fourth Battalion as the
landing force for the Amphibious Task Force and returned to their base
camp at THU DUC.
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be 020001H - 040600H December 1968. The Mobile Riverine Force 
in coordination and cooperation with the Amphibious Task Force con~' 
ducted riverine reconnaissance in force operations in MO CAY District, 
KIEN HOA Province, to locate, fix and destroy the 550th Local Force 
Battalion and other enemy elements in zone. 

(I) On 2 December at 2130H the Thir-d Battalion command post 
group embarked in the LSSL moored at the RAG 21/33 base at MY THO 
(XS 499431)0 The remainder of the battalion was loaded aboard boats 
of RAG 2l/33at 2200H in the vicinity of.~~e ~OC lAM factory at 
XS 470426. One hour prior to the embarkati9n of the battalion at the 
NUOC MAM factory, the 7th ARVN Division pulled four LCM-6's for support 
duty on the CHO GAO Canal. This redu(!tion in the boat availability 
left the 800 man Third Battalion one LCU, two LCM-8 and one LCM-6 
landing craft for the operation. As a result of this reduction of 
boat assets the Third Battalion commander was forced to load two 
assault companies in the LCU fo,r the nine hour transit to the 
operQtional areao A phone call by the Senior Advisor to the 7th ARVN 
Division Tactical Operations center prior to the departure from MY THO 
did not resolve the reduction in boat assets. The transit phase 
from MY THO to the operational area was without incident. 

(2) Commencing at 0715Hon 3 December the 1st, 4th and 3rd 
Companies landed over Red Beaches 1-3 respectively, on the MO CAY side 
of the SONG HAM LUONG. TbeBattalion Command Post was located aboard 
the LSSL and the 2nd Company was held back as a floating reserve to 
land on order.. Prior to the landing the beaches were prepped for 30 
minutes by the LSSL utilizing its 40mm and 20mm guns. There was negative 
contact upon landing and the battalion(-) moved inland a short way and 
commenced clove~leaf operations. At l045H a medevac was competed for 
one Marine wounded in the knee by a punji stake. Five more Marines 
were wounded by a mine at 1500H in the vicinity of IS 4922230 The 
medevac was completed at 1645H. At 1900H the 1st Company captured two 
Viet Cong suspects and one Viet Cong·at IS 496223. Contact for the 
entire day WqS confined to sporadic sniper fire. Night positions were 
in close proximity to the landing beaches to facilitate an early back­
load for the next day's operation.. See Enclosure (1) .. , 

c. 040630H - 062400H December 1965. The Mobile Riverine Force, in 
cooperation and coordination with the IV Corps Amphibious Task Force 
and KIEN BOA Province RF/PF, conducted water-mobile~ air-mobile, and 
foot-mobile operations in GIONG TROM, TRue GIANG District, KIEN HOA 
Province to locate, fix and destroy the 516th Main Foree Battalion and 
other enemy elements in zone 4-5 December 1968. 

(1) At 0630H. the Third Battalion(-) was reembarked over the 
previous day:"sbeaches and transported to the new operation area. 
Commencing at 08(}OH the 1st, 4th, and 2nd Companies landed over Red 

7 CONFIDENTIAL 

CO~FIDEXTI41L 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIR
ENTIALCONFIDENTIAL

b. 020001H - 040600H December 1968. The Mobile Riverine Force
in coordination and cooperation with the Amphibious Task Force con-
ducted riverine reconnaissance in force operations in MO CAY District,
KIEN HOA Province, to locate, fix and destroy the 550th Local Force
Battalion and other enemy elements in zone.

(1) On 2 December at 2130H the Third Battalion command post
group embarked in the LSSL moored at the RAG 21/33 base at MY THO
(XS 499431). The remainder of the battalion was loaded aboard boats
of RAG 21/33 at 2200H in the vicinity of the NUOC MAM factory at
XS 470426. One hour prior to the embarkation of the battalion at the
NUOC MAM factory, the 7th ARVN Division pulled four LCM-6's for support
duty on the CHO GAO Canal. This reduction in the boat availability
left the 800 man Third Battalion one LCU, two LCM-8 and one LCM-6
landing craft for the operation. As a result of this reduction of
boat assets the Third Battalion commander was forced to load two
assault companies in the LCU for the nine hour transit to the
operational area. A phone call by the Senior Advisor to the 7th ARVN
Division Tactical Operations Center prior to the departure from MY THO
did not resolve the reduction in boat assets. The transit phase
from MY THO to the operational area was without incident.

(2) Commencing at 0715H on 3 December the 1st, 4th and 3rd
Companies landed over Red Beaches 1-3 respectively, on the MO CAY side
of the SONG HAM LUONG. The Battalion Command Post was located aboard
the LSSL and the 2nd Company was held back as a floating reserve to
land on order. Prior to the landing the beaches were prepped for 30
minutes by the LSSL utilizing its 40mm and 20mm guns. There was negative
contact upon landing and the battalion(-) moved inland a short way and
commenced cloverleaf operations. At 1045H a medevac was competed for
one Marine wounded in the knee by a punji stake. Five more Marines
were wounded by a mine at 1500H in the vicinity of XS 492223. The
medevac was completed at 1645H. At 1900H the 1st Company captured two
Viet Cong suspects and one Viet Cong at XS 496223. Contact for the
entire day was confined to sporadic sniper fire. Night positions were
in close proximity to the landing beaches to facilitate an early back-
load for the next day's operation. See Enclosure (1).

C. 040630H - 062400H December 1968. The Mobile Riverine Force, in
cooperation and coordination with the IV Corps Amphibious Task Force
and KIEN HOA Province RF/PF, conducted water-mobile, air-mobile, and
foot-mobile operations in GIONG TROM, TRUC GIANG District, KIEN HOA
Province to locate, fix and destroy the 516th Main Force Battalion and
other enemy elements in zone 4-5 December 1968.

(1) At 0630H the Third Battalion (-) was reembarked over the
previous day*sbeaches and transported to the new operation area.

Commencing at 0800H the 1st, 4th, and 2nd Companies landed over Red
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Beaches 1-3 respectively. No beach prep was fired by the LSSL in view 
of the population density in the vicinity of the beaches. The area of 
operation proved to be a dry hole and with the exception of sporadic 
sniper fire no contact was made the entire .~ days. At 1200B on 
5 December, all three companies.ere extracted by the Mobile Riverine 
Force boats and were subsequently landed across from the BEN TRE ferry 
crossing at XS 472293. See Enclosure (2). 

(2) At 051500H December, the Battalion Commander and the 
Senior Advisor were requested to attend a meEtting at 7th ARVN Division 
Headquarters in Iff THO. Upon our arrival .. the 6-3, 7th ARVN Division 
informed theC010nel that tlle Third BattaUon was to be chopped to 
the 9th ARVN Division for a four day operation commencing at OooOH, 
6 December 1968. Two representatives of thle 9th AWN Division (1 ARVN 
Major and 1 U.S. Captain) commenced a hasty fifteen minute brief on the 
operation and produced four copies of the frag order. At the end of the 
briefing, the Senior Marine Advisor called IV Corps 6-3 Advisor to 
appraise him of the situation and requested a postponement of the 
operation for 24 hours for t~ following reasons: 

(a) Transit time from BEN TRE to the operational area was 
in excess of 18 hours. 

(b) The troops were tired after just getting off an 
operation and needed rest. 

(e) The battalion had to be resupplied. 

The Battalion Commander paralleled the reque~ through OG, 7th ARVN 
Division. The request was approved. Fire support provided by the 
9th ARVN Division for the entire operation was limited to two platoons 
of 155Mm guns at two different locations. We were told that gunships and 
a Command & Control belicopter could not be.made available in view of 
limited assets. Air strikes were limited to open immediate requests 
onlVo Upon dissemination of the frag orders it was noted that the 
task organization; erroneouslY·liste.d.the Third Battalion as a Marine 
Task Force composed of two battalions. The Marine AO was thus con­
figured to accomodate two maneuver battalions~ When confronted with 
the fact that the Amphibious Task Force contained only one VNMC 
battalion they were still insistant that we .land and maneuver within 
the confines of the same AO by splitting our force on two sides of 
the SONG CAr SAGH.. At this point the Battalion Commander did not care to 
argue the tactical soundness of this plan, but prior to landing changed 
the scheme of maneuver to facilitate the deployment of the battalion 
in this AO. 

(3) Upon the completion of this briefing, the Amphibious Task 
Force representatives returned to the Battalionts location across from 
BEN IRE and commenced loading for the transit phase to VINH LONG. 
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Beaches 1-3 respectively. No beach prep was fired by the LSSL in view
of the population density in the vicinity of the beaches. The area of
operation proved to be a dry hole and with the exception of sporadic
sniper fire no contact was made the entire two days. At 1200H on
5 December, all three companies were extracted by the Mobile Riverine
Force boats and were subsequently landed across from the BEN TRE ferry
crossing at XS 472293. See Enclosure (2).

(2) At 051500H December, the Battalion Commander and the
Senior Advisor were requested to attend a meeting at 7th ARVN Division
Headquarters in MY THO. Upon our arrival the G-3, 7th ARVN Division
informed the Colonel that the Third Battalion was to be chopped to
the 9th ARVN Division for a four day operation commencing at 0800H,
6 December 1968. Two representatives of the 9th ARVN Division (1 ARVN
Major and 1 U.S. Captain) commenced a hasty fifteen minute brief on the
operation and produced four copies of the frag order. At the end of the
briefing, the Senior Marine Advisor called IV Corps G-3 Advisor to
appraise him of the situation and requested a postponement of the
operation for 24 hours for the following reasons:

(a) Transit time from BEN TRE to the operational area was
in excess of 18 hours.

(b) The troops were tired after just getting off an
operation and needed rest.

(c) The battalion had to be resupplied.

The Battalion Commander paralleled the request through CG, 7th ARVN
Division. The request was approved. Fire support provided by the
9th ARVN Division for the entire operation was limited to two platoons
of 155mm guns at two different locations. We were told that gunships and
a Command & Control helicopter could not be made available in view of
limited assets. Air strikes were limited to open immediate requests
only. Upon dissemination of the frag orders it was noted that the
task organization erroneously listed the Third Battalion as a Marine
Task Force composed of two battalions. The Marine AO was thus con-
figured to accomodate two maneuver battalions. When confronted with
the fact that the Amphibious Task Force contained only one VNMC
battalion they were still insistant that we land and maneuver within
the confines of the same AO by splitting our force on two sides of
the SONG CAI SAGH. At this point the Battalion Commander did not care to
argue the tactical soundness of this plan, but prior to landing changed
the scheme of maneuver to facilitate the deployment of the battalion
in this AO.

(3) Upon the completion of this briefing, the Amphibious Task
Force representatives returned to the Battalion's location across from
BEN TRE and commenced loading for the transit phase to VINH LONG.
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The forward observer teams and liaison officers were sent back to the 
2d Brigade, 9th u.s. Infantry Division, while at the same time 
informing the 2d Brigade of our change in OPOON. At this pOint it 
should also be noted that an operation had been planned 'with the 
2d Brigade commencing 8 December. It was envisioned during the 
formation period with all parties concerned that the AmPb1b1ous Task 
Force would continue to work in close coop~r~tion and coordination with 
the Mobile Siverine Force, .expecially.2d ilrigade and CTG 117.1 
in accordance with reference (c). Altho~gh a.change in OPOON within 
the IV Corps Tactical Zone is authorized by the JGSdirective for 
the Amphibious Task Force. it was felt at this point that this change 
in OPOON was too sudden and the brie~ing for the upcoming 9th ABVN 
Division operation totally inadequate. 

(4) At 2000H the Amphibious Task Force was underway for VINH 
LONG for one day of stand down prior to tile operation on the 7th of 
December. During the stay at VIma LONG, the Senior Advisor and the 
Assistant Advisor were able to make a visual reconnaissance of the 
operational area with the Seawolf detachment at VINe LONG. The 9th 
ARVN Division representatives who were supposed to show up at VINB 
LONG with maps and further information on the operation never 
materialized. Maps for the battalion were drawn from the TOC at 
VINH LONG prior to getting underway the night of the 6th. 

d. 070645H - I01230H December 1968. Commencing at 0645H on 
7 December. the LSSL conducted a 45 minute beach prep on the two 
landing bedches. At 0810H the 1st and 2nd ~panies landed over Red 
Beach 1 vicinity of XS 370131. Due to ,problems in beaching en­
countered at Red Beach 2, an ?lter~te beach had to be selected and the 
3rd and 4th Companies along wi~h t~e command post group landed at 
0855H in the vicinity of XS 374127. Light contact was encountered most 
of the morning as the battalion moved in two columns along the 
SONG CAl SAGH in a southwesterly direction. At lOIOH the 3rd Company 
sustained one wounded from small arms fire and he was medevaced at 
112GB. The 1st Company had one Marine wounded at 1210H who died while aboard 
the medevac helicopter enroute to MY THO at 1300H. Night defensive 
positions were established at l600H. There was negative contact during 
the night. See Enclosure (3). 

(1) At 080830H December all companies were on the move again. 
The 1st Company located and destroyed a VC hospital at 0910H. From 
0930-1030 the 1st and 2nd Company were in moderate contact. At ll00H 
a VNAF air strike was conducted and after checking the area out, four 
Viet Cong KIA were discovered at XS 375102, 3 M-26 grenades and 2 
CHlCOM booby traps were captured. At 1415H the 1st and 2nd Companies 
were again in moderate contact. During the course of the fire fight 
5 Marines were wounded and 2 were killed. The Battalion XO was among 
the 5 wounded. A DUSTOFF request was initiated at 1415 but the DUSTOFF 
helicopter did not show up until 1630. Prior to landing the DUSTOFF 
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The forward observer teams and liaison officers were sent back to the
2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division, while at the same time
informing the 2d Brigade of our change in OPCON. At this point it
should also be noted that an operation had been planned with the
2d Brigade commencing 8 December. It was envisioned during the
formation period with all parties concerned that the Amphibious Task
Force would continue to work in close cooperation and coordination with
the Mobile Riverine Force, expecially 2d Brigade and CTG 117.1
in accordance with reference (c). Although a change in OPCON within
the IV Corps Tactical Zone is authorized by the JGS directive for
the Amphibious Task Force, it was felt at this point that this change
in OPCON was too sudden and the briefing for the upcoming 9th ARVN
Division operation totally inadequate.

(4) At 2000H the Amphibious Task Force was underway for VINH
LONG for one day of stand down prior to the operation on the 7th of
December. During the stay at VINH LONG, the Senior Advisor and the
Assistant Advisor were able to make a visual reconnaissance of the
operational area with the Seawolf detachment at VINH LONG. The 9th
ARVN Division representatives who were supposed to show up at VINH
LONG with maps and further information on the operation never
materialized. Maps for the battalion were drawn from the TOC at
VINH LONG prior to getting underway the night of the 6th.

d. 070645H - 101230H December 1968. Commencing at 0645H on
7 December the LSSL conducted a 45 minute beach prep on the two
landing beaches. At 0810H the 1st and 2nd Companies landed over Red
Beach 1 vicinity of XS 370131. Due to problems in beaching en-
countered at Red Beach 2, an alternate beach had to be selected and the
3rd and 4th Companies along with the command post group landed at
0855H in the vicinity of XS 374127. Light contact was encountered most
of the morning as the battalion moved in two columns along the
SONG CAI SAGH in a southwesterly direction. At 1010H the 3rd Company
sustained one wounded from small arms fire and he was medevaced at
1120H. The 1st Company had one Marine wounded at 1210H who died while aboard
the medevac helicopter enroute to MY THO at 1300H. Night defensive
positions were established at 1600H. There was negative contact during
the night. See Enclosure (3).

(1) At 080830H December all companies were on the move again.
The 1st Company located and destroyed a VC hospital at 0910H. From
0930-1030 the 1st and 2nd Company were in moderate contact. At 1100H
a VNAF air strike was conducted and after checking the area out, four
Viet Cong KIA were discovered at XS 375102, 3 M-26 grenades and 2
CHICOM booby traps were captured. At 1415H the 1st and 2nd Companies
were again in moderate contact. During the course of the fire fight
5 Marines were wounded and 2 were killed. The Battalion XO was among
the 5 wounded. A DUSTOFF request was initiated at 1415 but the DUSTOFF
helicopter did not show up until 1630. Prior to landing the DUSTOFF
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pilot informed us he could not evacuate the dead and wounded to our 
rear at /!,Y THO since he was out of CAN THO. As a result of the 
leatherneck Advisors reputation in the Delta with the DUSTOFF pilots, 
he returnad 20 minutes later and evacuated the dead and wounded to 
MY THO. Night defensive positions were established at I800H with 
sporadic sniper fire encountered at 1900B from across the river. An 
artillery mission was called and the sniper fire ceased. Harrassing 
and interdiction fires YJere shot throughout the night. Naval 
gunfire from the LSSL was utilized for a portion of these night 
interdiction fires. 

(2) On the morning of 9 December the battalion remained in 
its night defensive positions awaiting resupply from the 9th ARVN 
Division scheduled for 0830B. When the resupply had not arrived by 
lOOCH, it was decided that the battalion would move out and resupply 
enroute once the helicopterz were in bound. At 1215H a partial resupply 
VIas dropped off in the vicinity of' checkpoint L70 (see enclosure (3». 
';[hen queried as to the arrival time of the remainder of the resupply, 
it was discovered that the 9th ARVN Division did not have the missing 
supplies and could not give an ETA for their delivery. No ammunition 
had been received and only enough rations to" feed 500 of the 780 men 
had been delivered. At l430H the Senior Advisor to IV Corps, MajGen 

ECKHARDTurrived at the Battalion Command Post to discuss the operation 
and the Amphibious Task Force. General EcKHARDT was apprised of the 
Amphibious Task Force problems to date, as well as the inability of the 
9th ARVlJ Djvision to resupply the Third Battalion with a complete list 
of required supplies. Upon his departure he assured the Battalion 
Commander that the remainder of the resupply would be delivered by 
nightfall. There was no contact during the day and at l700H the 
battalion moved into its night defensive positions. 

(3) At 0800H on the 10th, the remainder of the resupply arrived. 
The 9th ARVN Division commander and his Senior Advisor arrived at 0900H 
to discuss problem areas of the operation. All were in agreement on 
the support problem and the insufficient planning time for the operation. 
After the resupply had been effected, the battalion conducted patrolling 
actions in the zone prior to the completion of the operation at 120Cti. 
tlo contact was made. At 1130H the battalion moved out for the beach and 
reembarkation on boats of the Arflphibious Task Force. Embarkation was 
completed at 1230H and the Amphibious Task Force was underway for VINH 
LONG to drop off the forward observer teans and refuel the boats. Results 
during thi s operation ~·Iere: 

KIA 
4 
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5 
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o 
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pilot informed us he could not evacuate the dead and wounded to our
rear at MY THO since he was out of CAN THO. As a result of the
Leatherneck Advisors reputation in the Delta with the DUSTOFF pilots,
he returned 30 minutes later and evacuated the dead and wounded to
MY THO. Night defensive positions were established at 1800H with
sporadic sniper fire encountered at 1900H from across the river. An
artillery mission was called and the sniper fire ceased. Harrassing
and interdiction fires were shot throughout the night. Naval

gunfire from the LSSL was utilized for a portion of these night
interdiction fires.

(2) On the morning of 9 December the battalion remained in
its night defensive positions awaiting resupply from the 9th ARVN
Division scheduled for 0830H. When the resupply had not arrived by
100CH, it was decided that the battalion would move out and resupply
enroute once the helicopters were in bound. At 1215H a partial resupply
was dropped off in the vicinity of checkpoint L70 (see enclosure (3)).
When queried as to the arrival time of the remainder of the resupply,
it was discovered that the 9th ARVN Division did not have the missing
supplies and could not give an ETA for their delivery. No ammunition
had been received and only enough rations to feed 500 of the 780 men
had been delivered. At 1430H the Senior Advisor to IV Corps, MajGen
ECKHARDT arrived at the Battalion Command Post to discuss the operation
and the Amphibious Task Force. General ECKHARDT was apprised of the

Amphibious Task Force problems to date, as well as the inability of the
9th ARVN Division to resupply the Third Battalion with a complete list
of required supplies. Upon his departure he assured the Battalion
Commander that the remainder of the resupply would be delivered by
nightfall. There was no contact during the day and at 1700H the
battalion moved into its night defensive positions.

(3) At 0800H on the 10th, the remainder of the resupply arrived.
The 9th ARVN Division commander and his Senior Advisor arrived at 0900H
to discuss problem areas of the operation. All were in agreement on
the support problem and the insufficient planning time for the operation.
After the resupply had been effected, the battalion conducted patrolling
actions in the zone prior to the completion of the operation at 1200H.
No contact was made. At 1130H the battalion moved out for the beach and
reembarkation on boats of the Amphibious Task Force. Embarkation was
completed at 1230H and the Amphibious Task Force was underway for VINH
LONG to drop off the forward observer teams and refuel the boats. Results
during this operation were:

VC/NVAVNMC

KIA WIA MIA KIA VCC VCS
54 0 6 1 0
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Weapons/Material Captured/Destr~d 

1 'Ie Hospital 
5 Grenades~ M~26 
2 Booby~traps~ CHlCOM 

e. 11000lH to 132300H December 1968~ While en route to VIMH LONG, 
operational control of the Amphibious Ta!;l< fgrce wa~ passed from 9th 
ARVN Division back to the 7th AR'.~ Divisiono From VINB LONG the 
Amphibious Task Force returned to its operational base across from the 
BEN THE ferry crossingo 

(1) Planning for operation KIDNEY"~YSH II with the 2dBrigade$ 
9th U"S .. Infantry Division, commenced~~i~h a.visit to the 7th ARVN 
Division Headquarters at MY THO at 0900H to ,~tain the operation ordero 
At 1400H the Senior Advisor and Assistant A~sor caught a helicopter 
out to the USS BENEWAH for the back",briefing.lt was discovered that the 
area of operation as outlined in the 2d Brigade's operational order 
differed considerably from the one given to the Third Battalion 
Commander by the 7th ARVN Division.. The difference in the area of operation 
eould not be resolved over the radio so the 7th ARVN Division 9 s 
Commanding General set up a meeting at the BEN THE Province Chief us' 
house for 090012H December8 

(2) Prior to our departure for the meeting it was discovered 
that the 7th ARVN Division had pulled all the boats of RAG 21/33 except 
for the Leu to support one of its operationso Once the problem of the 
area of operation had been resolved9 the Commanding General, 7th ARVN 
Division was apprised of the lack of boats to support the landingo 
This took him completely by surprise and he immediately phoned his ~3 
t@ confirm the lack of boatso Upon confi~ing the lack of boats with 
th~ G=39 the COmmanding General proceeded to reprimand him for pulling 
these craft without notifying himo General HOANa theA informed Colonel 
BLAND&! Commanding Officer9 2d Brigade, 9th UoSo i~fantry Division and 
LtCol BA09 Commanding Officers Third BattalloD9 VNMC, that the boats 
would be returned immediatelyo Since the boats would not arrive in time 
to support the operation it was agreed that the Mobile Riverine Force 
CTG 11701 would provide six ATCu s to land two of the assault companieso 

(3) COmmenCing at 1200H on 12 December, the Mobile RiVerine 
Force, in cooperation and coordination with the 7th ARVN Divisions IV 
Corps Taetical Zone Amphibious Task Force and KIEN BOA Province RF/PF 
was to conduct water=mobile, air=mobile and foot=mobile operations in 
GIONG TRAM9 TRue GIANG g MO CAY Districtsp KIEN HOA Prevince to locate, 
-fix and destroy the 516th Main Force Battalion and other enemy elements 
in zone 12=11 De~embero See Enclosure (4). 
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Weapons/Material Captured/Destroyed

1 VC Hospital
5 Grenades, M-26
2 Booby-traps, CHICOM

e. 110001H to 132300H December 1968. While enroute to VINH LONG,
operational control of the Amphibious Task Force was passed from 9th
ARVN Division back to the 7th ARVN Division. From VINH LONG the
Amphibious Task Force returned to its operational base across from the
BEN TRE ferry crossing.

(1) Planning for operation KIDNEY FLUSH II with the 2d Brigade,
9th U.S. Infantry Division, commenced with a visit to the 7th ARVN
Division Headquarters at MY THO at 0900H to obtain the operation order.
At 1400H the Senior Advisor and Assistant Advisor caught a helicopter
out to the USS BENEWAH for the back-briefing. It was discovered that the
area of operation as outlined in the 2d Brigade's operational order
differed considerably from the one given to the Third Battalion
Commander by the 7th ARVN Division. The difference in the area of operation
could not be resolved over the radio so the 7th ARVN Division's
Commanding General set up a meeting at the BEN TRE Province Chief's
house for 090012H December.

(2) Prior to our departure for the meeting it was discovered
that the 7th ARVN Division had pulled all the boats of RAG 21/33 except
for the LCU to support one of its operations. Once the problem of the
area of operation had been resolved, the Commanding General, 7th ARVN
Division was apprised of the lack of boats to support the landing.
This took him completely by surprise and he immediately phoned his G-3
to confirm the lack of boats. Upon confirming the lack of boats with
the G-3g the Commanding General proceeded to reprimand him for pulling
these craft without notifying him. General HOANG then informed Colonel
BLAND, Commanding Officer, 2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division and
LtCol BAO, Commanding Officer, Third Battalion, VNMC, that the boats
would be returned immediately. Since the boats would not arrive in time
to support the operation it was agreed that the Mobile Riverine Force
CTG 117.1 would provide six ATC's to land two of the assault companies.

(3) Commencing at 1200H on 12 December, the Mobile Riverine
Force, in cooperation and coordination with the 7th ARVN Division, IV
Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force and KIEN HOA Province RF/PF
was to conduct water-mobile, air-mobile and foot-mobile operations in
GIONG TRAM, TRUC GIANG, MO CAY Districts, KIEN HOA Province to locate,
fix and destroy the 516th Main Force Battalion and other enemy elements
in zone 12-17 December. See Enclosure (4).
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(4) Embarkation was completed on 12 ~ee~er at l1JpH and 
the Amphibious Task Force was underway for the objective area on boats 
of the Mobile Riverine Force and Amphibiou's Task Force.. At 1150H 
the Mobile Riverine Force boats commenced a ~hort beach prep 0 The 
2nd and 3rdCompanies landed over ted Beaches 1-2 at 1210H and moved 
inland in a north easterly directrOn.. ~e reserve company was 
landed at IS 504276 and stood by for the remainder of the operation .. 
Contact for the day and early evening was limited to sporadic sniper 
fire with neither side sustaining any ca~tialties .. 

(5) Action for 13 December was s~miiar. to, the preceding day" and 
limited again to sporadic sniper fire~ ,.A fresh graye w(1s found a1:; 0900H 
in the vicinity of XS 531281. It wasl?eU,~ved that this Viet Cong , 
had been killed by artillery on the aftetngQn~of th~preceding dayo At 
1400H one Marine was wounded by a J;>ooby~~rapo_. The, ,medevac. was completed 
at 1500H.. At 1600H, Colonel BLAND9Co.ag<jingQf;ficer of the 2d Brigadej 
9th UoS .. Infantry Division terminatedtl;l~ f~r~~_,_phase of op~r.ation and 
the 2nd and 3rd Companies were picked=up ~y Mobile Riverine Force boats 
at XS 553304 and returned to the vicinity ef the BEN TRE ferry site at 
XS 474292. The remainder of the battalion moved by LCUto the same stand 
down area. 

___ • _~ _ ~T 7_' 

(6) At 1700H the Battalion Colllllander received the word to proceed 
immediately t@ BEN TRE to confer with General HOANG on the phoneo Once 
the call had been put through to the 7th ARVN Division Headquarters in 
MY TH09 LtC91 BAO received a severe reprimand by General HOANG for 
moving his battalion out of the operational area without permission .. 
LtCol BAO attempted to explain that COlonel BLAND had terminated the 
first phase of the operation and released him to move his battalion to 
the stand down area prior to the second phase on 15 De©embero He also 
explained that he had relayed this information to the 7th ARVN Division 
Headquarters via the lOth ARVN Regimente General HOANG continued with 
his reprimand saying that Colonel BLAND did not have the authority to 
release the Third Battalion from the Area of Operation and that only he 
could give the order to come out of the fieldo He threatened LtCol BAO 
with a ©ourt martial and confinement if he did not move the battalion 
back into the same area immediately.. LtCol BAO was somehow able to 
~onvince General HOANG to delay the move back into the operational area 
until the following morning since only one Leu was available and the 
Mibile Riverine force boats had already been releaseda General HOANG 
granted the request for the delay but threatened LtOolBAO with a court 
martial if the city of BEN TRE was attacked that nighto , 

(7) this confrontation over the phone only served to heighten 
the already smoldering problem of the awkward command relationships as 
established in the JGS directiveo The 2d Brigade was charged with the 
responsibility of fire support, additional boats for troop transportation 
helicopter support~ and supplies when required but had nb say as te the 
BattalionVs scheme of maneuver 01' tactical employment within a given area 
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(4) Embarkation was completed on 12 December at 1130H and
the Amphibious Task Force was underway for the objective area on boats
of the Mobile Riverine Force and Amphibious Task Force. At 1150H
the Mobile Riverine Force boats commenced a short beach prep. The
2nd and 3rd Companies landed over Red Beaches 1-2 at 1210H and moved
inland in a north easterly direction. The reserve company was
landed at XS 504276 and stood by for the remainder of the operation.
Contact for the day and early evening was limited to sporadic sniper
fire with neither side sustaining any casualties.

(5) Action for 13 December was similar to the preceding day and
limited again to sporadic sniper fire. A fresh grave was found at 0900H
in the vicinity of XS 531281. It was believed that this Viet Cong
had been killed by artillery on the afternoon of the preceding day. At
1400H one Marine was wounded by a booby-trap. The medevac was completed
at 1500H. At 1600H, Colonel BLAND, Commanding Officer of the 2d Brigade,
9th U.S. Infantry Division terminated the first phase of operation and
the 2nd and 3rd Companies were picked-up by Mobile Riverine Force boats
at XS 553304 and returned to the vicinity of the BEN TRE ferry site at
XS 474292. The remainder of the battalion moved by LCU to the same stand
down area.

(6) At 1700H the Battalion Commander received the word to proceed
immediately to BEN TRE to confer with General HOANG on the phone. Once
the call had been put through to the 7th ARVN Division Headquarters in
MY THO, LtCol BAO received a severe reprimand by General HOANG for
moving his battalion out of the operational area without permission.
LtCol BAO attempted to explain that Colonel BLAND had terminated the
first phase of the operation and released him to move his battalion to
the stand down area prior to the second phase on 15 December. He also
explained that he had relayed this information to the 7th ARVN Division
Headquarters via the 10th ARVN Regiment. General HOANG continued with
his reprimand saying that Colonel BLAND did not have the authority to
release the Third Battalion from the Area of Operation and that only he
could give the order to come out of the field. He threatened LtCol BAO
with a court martial and confinement if he did not move the battalion
back into the same area immediately. LtCol BAO was somehow able to
convince General HOANG to delay the move back into the operational area
until the following morning since only one LCU was available and the
Mibile Riverine Force boats had already been released. General HOANG
granted the request for the delay but threatened LtCol BAO with a court
martial if the city of BEN TRE was attacked that night.

(7) This confrontation over the phone only served to heighten
the already smoldering problem of the awkward command relationships as
established in the JGS directive. The 2d Brigade was charged with the
responsibility of fire support, additional boats for troop transportation
helicopter support, and supplies when required but had no say as to the
Battalion's scheme of maneuver or tactical employment within a given area
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of operationo Operational control of the battalion was vested with the 
7th ARVN Division and ~~ey ~ever failed to exercise their authorityo 
Although operations were planned with 2d Br~gade, 9th u.s. Infantry 
Divislonv the plan still had to be approved by 7th ARVN Division prior 
to exe~utiono Operational control was never passed to the 2d Brigade 
during any of ~ne operationso 

(8) When Colonel BLAND learned th~t~~tCol BAO had been severely 
reprimanded for leaving the area of oper~~ipn below BEN TRE9 he contacted 
the Senior Advisor to the 7th ARVN Division~toexplain that he had 
released LtCol BAO from the )lHa of operat~ono Colonel BLAND's attempt 
to intercede as well as the visit by this reporting officer met with 
negative resultso !be Senior Advisor informed Colonel BLAND and the 
reporting officer that this w~s now a political problem and they would 
not get involved in ito . 

f& 141230H c 211000H December 19680 COmmencing at 1230H on the l4th~ 
the Third Battalion (~) landed ove~ Red Beaeh 1 in the vicinity or 
XS 561206 to perform reconnaissance in force/security operations below 
the province capital of BEN TREo The battalion command post remained 
aboard the LSSL for the first ~hre~ days of the operation ~ovin9 asnora 
to X5 499280 on the morning of the 17tho 

(1) The seven day operation was marked by sporadic contact 
and sniper firee Friendly casualties were four wounded and two killed 
all of which were medevaced by the 2d Brigade, 9th UoSo Infantry DivisiQn 
when the 7th ARVN Division was unaple to provide DUSTOFF support. ~e 
only significant: activity for the period was the capture of two Viet 
Gong suspects on the 16th and the release of an ARVN soldier and his 
family on the afternoon of the 19tho They had been held prisoner since 
TETe ~ the morning of the 2lSt9 the battalion moved back to the vicinity 
of the B~ TREferry crossing to stand down prior to the next operationo 

(2) ~~ operation was planned for the 21st and 22nd with the 
Mobile Riverine Force; howev~r~ once again, the operation h~d to be 
cancelled when Commanding General, IVCoxps passed OPCON of the Amphibious 
Task f©rce from the 7th ARVN Division to the 21st ARVN Division 
at 1200H on the 22ndo The Amphibious Task FGrce was underway for CAN 

'tao at 1400H on the 22qd arriving at 1100H on the 23rdc 

go 230001H De!;elilber 1968 = 071045Et January 19690 During the period 
,,26 DerC;~er1968 = 5 January 1969 the Amphibious Task Force took part in 
'a reconnaissance in force (riverine) operation under the operational 
control of Vietnamese Marine Brigade B along the SONG CAl LON and 
CAN GAO Canalo See Enclosure (6). ' 
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of operation. Operational control of the battalion was vested with the
7th ARVN Division and they never failed to exercise their authority.
Although operations were planned with 2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry
Division, the plan still had to be approved by 7th ARVN Division prior
to execution. Operational control was never passed to the 2d Brigade
during any of the operations.

(8) When Colonel BLAND learned that LtCol BAO had been severely
reprimanded for leaving the area of operation below BEN TRE, he contacted
the Senior Advisor to the 7th ARVN Division to explain that he had
released LtCol BAO from the area of operation. Colonel BLAND's attempt
to intercede as well as the visit by this reporting officer met with
negative results. The Senior Advisor informed Colonel BLAND and the
reporting officer that this was now a political problem and they would
not get involved in it.

f. 141230H 0 211000H December 1968. Commencing at 1230H on the 14th,
the Third Battalion (-) landed over Red Beach 1 in the vicinity of
XS 567206 to perform reconnaissance in force/security operations below
the province capital of BEN TRE. The battalion command post remained
aboard the LSSL for the first three days of the operation moving ashore
to XS 499280 on the morning of the 17th.

(1) The seven day operation was marked by sporadic contact
and sniper fire. Friendly casualties were four wounded and two killed
all of which were medevaced by the 2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division
when the 7th ARVN Division was unable to provide DUSTOFF support. The
only significant activity for the period was the capture of two Viet
Cong suspects on the 16th and the release of an ARVN soldier and his
family on the afternoon of the 19th. They had been held prisoner since
TET. On the morning of the 21st, the battalion moved back to the vicinity
of the BEN TRE ferry crossing to stand down prior to the next operation.

(2) An operation was planned for the 21st and 22nd with the
Mobile Riverine Force; however, once again, the operation had to be
cancelled when Commanding General, IV Corps passed OPCON of the Amphibious
Task Force from the 7th ARVN Division to the 21st ARVN Division
at 1200H on the 22nd. The Amphibious Task Force was underway for CAN
THO at 1400H on the 22nd arriving at 1100H on the 23rd.

g. 230001H December 1968 a 071045H January 1969. During the period
26 December 1968 0 5 January 1969 the Amphibious Task Force took part in
a reconnaissance in force (riverine) operation under the operational
control of Vietnamese Marine Brigade B along the SONG CAI LON and
CAN GAO Canal. See Enclosure (6).
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(1) At 0330H on the 26ths the transit phase commenced when 
boats of the Mobile Riverine Force and Amphibious Task Force moved 
Brigade B and the Second and Third Batta110ns to the operation areao 
The Third Battal1onspe~t the remainder of the day providing local 
security for the boats and artillery fi:resupport base which was 
established in close proximity to the Brigade Comman~ Posto 

(2) At 0730H on the 27th~ the lsts 3rd and 4th Companies moved 
out on reconnaissance in force operationse The 1st Company ran into an 
estimated two Viet Gong squads at 1130Ho Two Viet Cong were killed by 
a gunship strike at 1200H •. The 1st Company sustained one wounded 
during the action and he was medevaced at 1330Ho At 1340H the 1st 
C@mpany discovered a Viet Cong hospital complete with 43 boXes of medical 
supplies and one box of assorted hand grenades and CH100M mineso !he 
hospital was destroyed and 18 boxes of medical supplies were brought 
back to the FSB at the end of the operationo 

(3) On 28 December9 the Third Battalion (-) moved out in a 
three column reconnaissance in force to locate a suspected Viet Cong 
prisoner of war earnp in the vicinity of WR 0026420 The 4th Company 
was tasked with locating and salvaging a 105mm howitzer belonging to 
Battery D which had been dropped during its displacement from RACH 501 
to the present fire support base. Contact during the day was limited 
to two small contacts by the 1st Company in the vicinity of the 
suspected prisoner of war campo These contacts resulted in eleven 
Viet Cong suspects and the capturing of two RPD magazines j 2 carbine 
(UoSo)ma9azines~ 150 rounds of assorted small axms ammunition and one 
claymore mine& The 3rd Company located and destroyed 12 drums of ga~line. 
The company than established night defensive positions along the ban's-
of the canale The 4th Company was able to locate and salvage what was 
left of the l05mm howitzer and at the same time eaptured's~x Viet Gong 
suspectso 

/ 

(4) With the ex~eption of the 4th Company, the battalion rested 
on the 29th of December in the same locationo Th6 4th Company was moved 
to provide se©u!'ity for the 'Mobile Riverine Force boats during the transit 
to and from the refueling point0 Bight after being dropped oif the 
4th Company dis©ove:red 50 drums (55 gal1~ns) of gasoline and two· drums 
of lube oil in the same "idni ty where the Mobile Riverine Force boats 
had been ambushed the preVious ~ayo Thirty~~wo out of 50 drums found 
were salvabl* = the remainder had been riddled with holes by the boats 
during the ambushn While waiting for the boats to return from the 
refueling pointg two Viet Cong suspects were picked=up and turned over 
to Brigade B at 1700H. 

(5) On 30 December~ 11 combined water-mobile .and heliborne 
operation was conducted by tn.e Brigade with nt!!gatiy~ contact and negative 
resultsc 
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(1) At 0330H on the 26th, the transit phase commenced when
boats of the Mobile Riverine Force and Amphibious Task Force moved
Brigade B and the Second and Third Battalions to the operation area.
The Third Battalion spent the remainder of the day providing local
security for the boats and artillery fire support base which was
established in close proximity to the Brigade Command Post.

(2) At 0730H on the 27th, the 1st, 3rd and 4th Companies moved
out on reconnaissance in force operations. The 1st Company ran into an
estimated two Viet Cong squads at 1130H. Two Viet Cong were killed by
a gunship strike at 1200H. The 1st Company sustained one wounded
during the action and he was medevaced at 1330H. At 1340H the 1st
Company discovered a Viet Cong hospital complete with 43 boxes of medical
supplies and one box of assorted hand grenades and CHICOM mines. The
hospital was destroyed and 18 boxes of medical supplies were brought
back to the FSB at the end of the operation.

On 28 December, the Third Battalion (-) moved out in a(3)
three column reconnaissance in force to locate a suspected Viet Cong
prisoner of war camp in the vicinity of WR 002642. The 4th Company
was tasked with locating and salvaging a 105mm howitzer belonging to
Battery D which had been dropped during its displacement from RACH SOI
to the present fire support base. Contact during the day was limited
to two small contacts by the 1st Company in the vicinity of the
suspected prisoner of war camp. These contacts resulted in eleven
Viet Cong suspects and the capturing of two RPD magazines, 2 carbine
(U.S.) magazines, 150 rounds of assorted small arms ammunition and one
claymore mine. The 3rd Company located and destroyed 12 drums of gasoline.
The company than established night defensive positions along the banks
of the canal. The 4th Company was able to locate and salvage what was
left of the 105mm howitzer and at the same time captured six Viet Cong
suspects.

(4) With the exception of the 4th Company, the battalion rested
on the 29th of December in the same location. The 4th Company was moved
to provide security for the Mobile Riverine Force boats during the transit
to and from the refueling point. Right after being dropped off the
4th Company discovered 50 drums (55 gallons) of gasoline and two drums
of lube oil in the same vicinity where the Mobile Riverine Force boats
had been ambushed the previous day. Thirty-two out of 50 drums found
were salvable 0 the remainder had been riddled with holes by the boats
during the ambush. While waiting for the boats to return from the

refueling point, two Viet Cong suspects were picked-up and turned over
to Brigade B at 1700H.

(5) On 30 December, a combined water-mobile and heliborne
operation was conducted by the Brigade with negative contact and negative
results.
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(6) On 31 December the Thi~d Battalion (~) moved out in 
search of a new position for the fire support base, Two companies 
landed at WR 968740 and one company landed at~H c;l55700 to recon the area .. 
The 3rd Coronany remained back to provi<ie ~E!curi'tY forthe present 
fire supp~rt basee At 0900H the boat col~ was ambushed in the 
vicinity of WIt Y!:>!:>'/Of)" The 1st Company.~lal}ded and,found one Viet Gong 
KIA. By 1115H the 1st Company had .deta!ne~ ,l~ Viet Cong suspects in 
the general vicinity of the ambush.Tbe site where the 2nd and 4th 
~Cbmpanies had landed was selected as the+~c~tion for the fire support 
base~ At 1830H9 the remainder of the lh~~ B~tt~liongBrigade HeadP 
quarters (=)~ and the Mobile Riverine f~rc~ ~d ~pnibiou~ Task force 
boats were underway to ,the new fir., I:>U~po;t" b~s~6, Just prior to 
embarking the 1st Company boat columnw~s ~~hed.. .This was the first 
in a series of five ambushes durtng' tile rl.e~llouro All the ambushes 
occured between WR 948678 and 95570Q i().n:i~ting_~3~asualties9 eight 
of which were evacuated upon arrival at the new fire support baS90 
Supressive fire was deliv-ued by the Mobile Riverine Force boats during 
each of the ambushes·.., During one of the ambushes three men from the 
1st Company were wounded by fire from the boats prior to being extractedo 

In view of the length of the boat column (48 boats) and the lack of fire 
diSCipline\) the Battalion Commander decided not to land any troops 
in the vicinity of the ambushes. This proved to be a wise decision as 
the ambushes and suppressive fire continued to a point 2000 meters from 
the new fire support baseo 

(7) On 1 January two. companies of the Third Battalion commenced 
a reconnaissance in force operation, sweeping the sites of the previous 
nights ambush... The 1st Company provided protection 'for the Brigade 
Command Post while the 4th Company commenced a sweep to the west of the 
fire support baseo At lOOOH the 4th Company surprised a group of 
Viet Cong holding a politiCal indoctrination class and captured six 
~onflrmed Viet Gong and four Viet Gong suspectso Later on at 1130H9 
the 3rd Company lQcated and destroyed in place 30 drums of gasoline 
and captured three B=4O rounds~ three AK=50 magazines 9 and two NYA 
entrenching toolso At 1530H the 2nd and 3rd COmpanies were picked up 
at their final objective and commenced the return to the fire support 
basso On the return the boats were ambushed at Wi 955700~and the 
2nd and 3rd Companie~ sustained two killed and~36 wounded.. Medical 
evacuation commenced at 1730H and ended at 2l30H as a result of having 
only one DUSTOFF helicopter availableo 

(8) On 2 January the Third Battalion (=) stood down in the 
vi©inity of the fire support base.. The 1st Company accompanied the 
N~bile Riverine Force boats to the refueling point to provide security. 
At 0800H the boat column was ambushed at WR 983764 and the 1st Company 
sustained two wounded (both sli~,. Fire from the boats accounted for 
two Viet Gong killed enroute to the~r holes.. At 2000H the boats returned 
with the resupply for the Second and Third Battalions .. 
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(6) On 31 December the Third Battalion (-) moved out in
search of a new position for the fire support base. Two companies
landed at WR 968740 and one company landed at WR 955700 to recon the area.
The 3rd Company remained back to provide security for the present
fire support base. At 0900H the boat column was ambushed in the
vicinity of WR 955700. The 1st Company landed and found one Viet Cong
KIA. By 1115H the 1st Company had detained 19 Viet Cong suspects in
the general vicinity of the ambush. The site where the 2nd and 4th
Companies had landed was selected as the location for the fire support
base. At 1830H, the remainder of the Third Battalion, Brigade Head-
quarters (-), and the Mobile Riverine Force and Amphibious Task Force
boats were underway to the new fire support base. Just prior to
embarking the 1st Company boat column was ambushed. This was the first
in a series of five ambushes during the next hour. All the ambushes
occured between WR 948678 and 955700 inflicting 23 casualties, eight
of which were evacuated upon arrival at the new fire support base.

Supressive fire was delivered by the Mobile Riverine Force boats during
each of the ambushes. During one of the ambushes three men from the
1st Company were wounded by fire from the boats prior to being extracted.
In view of the length of the boat column (48 boats) and the lack of fire
discipline, the Battalion Commander decided not to land any troops
in the vicinity of the ambushes. This proved to be a wise decision as
the ambushes and suppressive fire continued to a point 2000 meters from
the new fire support base.

(7) On 1 January two companies of the Third Battalion commenced
a reconnai ssance in force operation, sweeping the sites of the previous
nights ambush. The 1st Company provided protection for the Brigade
Command Post while the 4th Company commenced a sweep to the west of the
fire support base. At 1000H the 4th Company surprised a group of
Viet Cong holding a political indoctrination class and captured six
confirmed Viet Cong and four Viet Cong suspects. Later on at 1130H,
the 3rd Company located and destroyed in place 30 drums of gasoline
and captured three B-40 rounds, three AK-50 magazines, and two NVA
entrenching tools. At 1530H the 2nd and 3rd Companies were picked up
at their final objective and commenced the return to the fire support
base. On the return the boats were ambushed at WR 955700, and the
2nd and 3rd Companies sustained two killed and. 36 wounded. Medical
evacuation commenced at 1730H and ended at 2130H as a result of having
only one DUSTOFF helicopter available.

(8) On 2 January the Third Battalion (-) stood down in the
vicinity of the fire support base. The 1st Company accompanied the
Mobile Riverine Force boats to the refueling point to provide security.
At 0800H the boat column was ambushed at WR 983764 and the 1st Company

two wounded (both slight). Fire from the boats accounted forsustained
two Viet Cong killed enroute to their holes. At 2000H the boats returned
with the resupply for the Second and Third Battalions.
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(9) Operations for the 3rd of January were cancelled due to 
a persistant rain storm and low visibility which curtailed 
helicopter operations. 

(10) At 0830H on 4 J'anuarY9 the2ft4 ~nd 4th Companies moved 
north to check out the ambush site along the refueling routeo The 
1st Company stood by for Eagle Float operati9ns~d·the 3rd Company 
provided security for the fire support;bas~." ,~t lOOOS the 2nd Company 
had a moderate contact and sustained three woundedo These wounded 
were moved by DONG NAI boats to thefi~'s~PP9rt base and medevaced 
on arrival~ At l007~ the 4th Company su~prisedthe Viet Cong 1n an 
ambush position and killed one Viet GOng and apprehended three 
Viet Cong suspe<:ts.. At l355H both the 2nci .. ~d 4th Companies were 
in heavy contacte Brigade B was able to divert three air strikes fr~· 
another AO to aid the two companies in contae.'t.o The 2nd CoIllPl.all¥ 
sustained six wounded and two killed prior to the arrival of the air 
ist'!:'lkes which commenced at 1515H and finished at 1600HQ After a 
rather nasty search of the area~ only one Viet Cong KIA was found 
although additional blood trails indicated there could be more-
Viet Gong wounded in the area.. Immediately following the search9 the 
two companies returned to the fire support base at 1700H.. The six 
wounded and two killed were brought back by sampan and medevaced 
at l800H.. At 2100H the first of two mortar attacks was launched by 
the Viet Congo Although there were roughly 25=30 rounds impacting with~ 
in the area of the fire support base and Third Battalion no casualties 
were sustainedo 

(11) The second mortar attack occurred at 0315H on the 5th 
and killed two Marines and wounded four others severely.. An estimated 
18",20 rounds feU d~;ring this attacko Medical evacuation was completed 
at. 0430H..:' 

(12) At 1300H on the Sthp the Third Battalion and Battery D 
were undexway on the Mobile Riverine Force and Amphibious Task Force 
boats for the refueling pointo The boat column was ambushed in the 
vicinity of WR 019797 at 1330H resulting in nine wounded9 five of which 
were evacuated while underway at 1445H& The move to the refueling 
point was completed at 1600H and the artillery was off loaded and on 
the way to RACH 501 by 1800Ho 

(13) The battalion and the boats of Riv~ron lSand RAG 21/33 
were underway at 0400H9 6 Januaryp for VI tHANHe The Third Battalion 
was to be relieved on the follOwing. day by the Fourth- Battalion and fly 
to Saigon f:rom the VI THANH a1rfieldo Upon our arrival a'tVI nwm at 
1100H, it was discovered that the WAF CP1l9's could not land on the 
VI THANH airfield as it was to shortoThe boats which had started for 
CAN THO at 1130H weN ca.lled..ha.l;;k and ~turne!l ±D seembark us at 1345H~ 
By 1400H all elements were again underway for CAN !HO arriving at the 
BINH !HUT bridge at 2000Ho 
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(9) Operations for the 3rd of January were cancelled due to
a persistant rain storm and low visibility which curtailed
helicopter operations.

(10) At 0830H on 4 January, the 2nd and 4th Companies moved
north to check out the ambush site along the refueling route. The
1st Company stood by for Eagle Float operations and the 3rd Company
provided security for the fire support base. At 1000H the 2nd Company
had a moderate contact and sustained three wounded. These wounded
were moved by DONG NAI boats to the fire support base and medevaced
on arrival. At 1007H the 4th Company surprised the Viet Cong in an
ambush position and killed one Viet Cong and apprehended three
Viet Cong suspects. At 1355H both the 2nd and 4th Companies were
in heavy contact. Brigade B was able to divert three air strikes from
another AO to aid the two companies in contact. The 2nd Company
sustained six wounded and two killed prior to the arrival of the air
strikes which commenced at 1515H and finished at 1600H. After a
rather nasty search of the area, only one Viet Cong KIA was found
although additional blood trails indicated there could be more
Viet Cong wounded in the area. Immediately following the search, the
two companies returned to the fire support base at 1700H. The six
wounded and two killed were brought back by sampan and medevaced
at 1800H. At 2100H the first of two mortar attacks was launched by
the Viet Cong. Although there were roughly 25-30 rounds impacting with-
in the area of the fire support base and Third Battalion no casualties
were sustained.

(11) The second mortar attack occurred at 0315H on the 5th
and killed two Marines and wounded four others severely. An estimated
18-20 rounds fell during this attack. Medical evacuation was completed
at 0430H.

(12) At 1300H on the 5th, the Third Battalion and Battery D
were underway on the Mobile Riverine Force and Amphibious Task Force
boats for the refueling point. The boat column was ambushed in the
vicinity of WR 019797 at 1330H resulting in nine wounded, five of which
were evacuated while underway at 1445H. The move to the refueling
point was completed at 1600H and the artillery was off loaded and on
the way to RACH SOI by 1800H.

(13) The battalion and the boats of Riveron 15 and RAG 21/33
were underway at 0400H 6 January, for VI THANH. The Third Battalion
was to be relieved on the following day by the Fourth Battalion and fly
to Saigon from the VI THANH airfield. Upon our arrival at VI THANH at
1100H, it was discovered that the VNAF C-119's could not land on the
VI THANH airfield as it was to short. The boats which had started for
CAN THO at 1130H were called back and returned to reembark us at 1345H.

By 1400H all elements were again underway for CAN THO arriving at the
BINH THUY bridge at 2000H.
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(14) At 0900H on the 7th~ the first elements of the 
Fourth Battalion arrived at BINE THUY airfielde By 1530H the 
entire Third Battalion was back in Saigon and enroute to their 
base camp at !HU DOCe 

12., Resulti§.~ 

VNMC Ve/NVA .--
KIA WIA KIA ~ T -11 7 10 

Weapon~ and Material Captured or Destroyedg 

1 Carbine 9 CHlOOM 
26 Hand G~enad~s9 Assorted 'Ie 
1 Anti=Tank Grenade 
:2 MineH'l) CHlCOM 

88 55 gall@r Drums of Gasoline 
1 Vwt Gong Hospital 

43 B~xe$ of Medical Supplies 

130 Administrative Matters8 

ves 
40 

(1) With the exception of the resupply problem encountered 
while OPOON to the 9th ARVN Division9 there were no other problems in 
this areeo C~ordination and delivery of supplies by the battalion 
rear was eff~cted with the complete cooperation of the Mobile Riverine 
FOrC!9 Vietnamese RAG 21/339 7th ARVN Division~ 21st ARVN Division and 
Brigade B for all operations during the reporting periodo 

(2) For operations in the Delta the battalion carried three 
days of supplies on its back. In view of the tempo and duration of 
these operations this proved to be the optimum basic loade 

(3) No problems were encountered with compatability of ammunition 
as the Third Battalion was equipped with the ~16, M~79 and MF60 which 
were organic to all the ARVN Divisions under which the battalion served. 

b~ Communicationso 

(1) Communications were excellent for the entire operating 
period~ Optimum communications were achieved when the Battalion Command 
Post was located aboard the LSSLo During operations in KIEN HOA Province~ 
the LSSL was moved continually to maintain communications with the 
eanpanies and the UoSo forward observer teams as they move inland" 
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(14) At 0900H on the 7th, the first elements of the
Fourth Battalion arrived at BINH THUY airfield. By 1530H the
entire Third Battalion was back in Saigon and enroute to their
base camp at THU DUC.

12. Results:

VC/NVAVNMC

VCSKIA KIAWIA VCC
76 71 10 40

Weapons and Material Captured or Destroyed:

1 Carbine, CHICOM
26 Hand Grenades, Assorted VC
1 Anti-Tank Grenade
2 Mines, CHICOM

88 55 gallor Drums of Gasoline
1 Viet Cong Hospital

43 Boxes of Medical Supplies

13. Administrative Matters:

a. Supply.

(1) With the exception of the resupply problem encountered
while OPCON to the 9th ARVN Division, there were no other problems in
this area. Coordination and delivery of supplies by the battalion
rear was effected with the complete cooperation of the Mobile Riverine
Force, Vietnamese RAG 21/33, 7th ARVN Division, 21st ARVN Division and
Brigade B for all operations during the reporting period.

(2) For operations in the Delta the battalion carried three
days of supplies on its back. In view of the tempo and duration of
these operations this proved to be the optimum basic load.

(3) No problems were encountered with compatability of ammunition
as the Third Battalion was equipped with the M-16, M-79 and M-60 which
were organic to all the ARVN Divisions under which the battalion served.

b. Communications.

(1) Communications were excellent for the entire operating
period. Optimum communications were achieved when the Battalion Command
Post was located aboard the LSSL. During operations in KIEN HOA Province,
the LSSL was moved continually to maintain communications with the

companies and the U.S. forward observer teams as they move inland.
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(2) The only problem area in communications occurred while 
working with the 9th ARVN Divisione The entire operation was run 
over one frequency with all traffic, administrative and tactical, passed 
over this neto During periods of heavy contact, it was almost impossible 
to get through to net control to request assets. Permission had been 
initially denied to use the Leatherneck push for advisor traffic, but 
on a couple of occasions it had to be utilized to coordinate air strikes 
and medevac~ oAC~ t~were in boundo This problem was brought to the 
attention of the 9th AWN Division advisory staff but they insisted 
that overall control for the operation could be maintained only by 
keeping all units on the same frequency. 

c. Transportation. The Third Battalion utilized LCM=6~s9 LCM\8~s, 
and the LCU of BAG 21/33 as well as boats of the Mobile Riverine Force 
as described in reference (b)o Loading was also accomplished in the 
same manner as outlined in reference (b). 

(1) Motor transport of the 21st ARVN Division was used on 
one administrative move from CAN THO to RACK SOlon 24 Decembero 
Motor march movement was excellent in all respects and the move was 
accomplished in 3t hourso 

(2) Organic motor transport of the battalion was utilized to 
move supplies from the battalion rear to forward resupply points on six 
different occasions during the operating periodo In all instances the 
movement was well organized and arrived at the prescribed time to 
effect the resupply. 

d.. Medicale 

(1) Medical evacuation was excellent when working with the 
Mobile Riverine Force boats or in combined operations with the 2d Brigade 
9th U.Sc Infantry Divisiono Time from the request of the DUSTOFF 
until the actual pick-up was normally 15 minutes to a half an hour6 

(2) There were certain medevac problems encountered while 
working under the operational control of the 9th ARVN Divisiooo- Due 
to the hasty hriefing on the operation, the prestablished evaucation 
points had not been given to the Third Battaliono As a result the 
medevac helicopters operating out of CAN THO and VINH LONG were reluctant 
at first to medevac the wounded and dead of the Third Battalion to the 
battalion rear at MY TaOe Due to the excellent reputation enjoyed by 
the Leatherneck advisors with the DUSrOFF pilots in the Delta, this 
was worked out while they were in bound and all the wounded and dead 
from the operation were medevaced to MY TOO. 
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(2) The only problem area in communications occurred while
working with the 9th ARVN Division. The entire operation was run
over one frequency with all traffic, administrative and tactical, passed
over this net. During periods of heavy contact, it was almost impossible
to get through to net control to request assets. Permission had been
initially denied to use the Leatherneck push for advisor traffic, but
on a couple of occasions it had to be utilized to coordinate air strikes
and medevacs once they were in bound. This problem was brought to the
attention of the 9th ARVN Division advisory staff but they insisted
that overall control for the operation could be maintained only by
keeping all units on the same frequency.

C. Transportation. The Third Battalion utilized LCM-6 s, LCM-8's,
and the LCU of RAG 21/33 as well as boats of the Mobile Riverine Force
as described in reference (b). Loading was also accomplished in the
same manner as outlined in reference (b).

(1) Motor transport of the 21st ARVN Division was used on
one administrative move from CAN THO to RACH SOI on 24 December.
Motor march movement was excellent in all respects and the move was

accomplished in 31/2 hours.

(2) Organic motor transport of the battalion was utilized to
move supplies from the battalion rear to forward resupply points on six
different occasions during the operating period. In all instances the
movement was well organized and arrived at the prescribed time to
effect the resupply.

d. Medical.

(1) Medical evacuation was excellent when working with the
Mobile Riverine Force boats or in combined operations with the 2d Brigade
9th U.S. Infantry Division. Time from the request of the DUSTOFF
until the actual pick-up was normally 15 minutes to a half an hour.

(2) There were certain medevac problems encountered while
working under the operational control of the 9th ARVN Division. Due
to the hasty briefing on the operation, the prestablished evaucation
points had not been given to the Third Battalion. As a result the
medevac helicopters operating out of CAN THO and VINH LONG were reluctant
at first to medevac the wounded and dead of the Third Battalion to the
battalion rear at MY THO. Due to the excellent reputation enjoyed by
the Leatherneck advisors with the DUSTOFF pilots in the Delta, this
was worked out while they were in bound and all the wounded and dead
from the operation were medevaced to MY THO.
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(3) Medevac response time while operating in support of the 
9th ARVN Division was considered excessivee Urgent DUSTOFFs were 
requested on three occasions and time lapse from request to pick-up 
averaged from one hour for the first two request to two and one half 
hours for the final requeste The final request was for an urgent 
medevac on 8 December for the Executive Officer of the battalion along 

with four other wounded and two dead Marinese The request was initiated 
at 1415B .andpexiodically checked on by the Senior Advisor every 30 
minutes 'to ascertain the ETAo During one of the periodic checks~ this 
officer was severely chasti zed over the radio for interrupting what 
turned out to be radio traffic on an administrative troop movement from 
VINH LONG to another area within the area of operation. In~any 
event the Executive Officer died of wounds about half an hour after 
the request wentin~ The medevac helicopter finally arrived at l630H 
and was loaded to near capacitYe After a·brief conversation with the 
pilot he agreed to drop his present load off at VINH LONG and come 
back for our casualties and evacuate them to MY TH06 This DUSTOFF 
was finally accomplished .at1730He 

(4) The JGS directive for the Amphibious Task Force tasked.. 
the 7th ARVN Division with providing DUSTOFF support for the Third 
Battalion while engaged in operations with the Mobile Riverine Forceo 
They could not comply with this portion of the directive due to lack 
of assets, so it was mutually agreed that the 2d Brigade e>f the 9th 
UoSo Infantry Division would provide us with medevac support as requiredo 
Had it again not been for the outstanding support provided by the 
2d Brigade in this area many of the casualties su~tained in combined 
operations with the Mobile Riverine Force would have died of wounds 
before they could have been evacuatedo 

140 Special Equipment and Technigueso 

ao DONG NAI Boats (plastic assault_boats}o The small plastic 
assault boats~ designated DONG NAt boats by the Vietnamese Marines$ 
proved their versatility and usefulness during the final phase of the 
Amphibious Task Force operationse The DONG NAl boats are organic to 
the Motor T,!ransport Company of the Division Servi©:e Battaliono The 
DONG NAI boat platoon is eapable of being employed in its entirety 
in a riverine environment or in squads of 15 boats eacho One squad 
was in direct support of Brigade B during the operation on the SONG 
CAl LON and CAN GAO canals& The DONG NAlos were employed primarily 
in two distinct roles; one as a medevac vehicle to move the wounded 
from an operational area where a secure landing zone was not available 
to a secure axea for evaucation and seeondly"to fe'ltJr:Y troops across 
the numerous canals along the route of mareho During the transit phase 
to an operational area the DONG NAlos were towed by ATCos or Monitors 
to save on gaso11neo In addition to the two roles previously mentioned 
DONG NAlvs can be utilized for emergency resupply and for transportation 
of caches from the point of discovery to the rear area. 
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(3) Medevac response time while operating in support of the
9th ARVN Division was considered excessive. Urgent DUSTOFFs were
requested on three occasions and time lapse from request to pick-up
averaged from one hour for the first two request to two and one half
hours for the final request. The final request was for an urgent
medevac on 8 December for the Executive Officer of the battalion along
with four other wounded and two dead Marines. The request was initiated
at 1415H and periodically checked on by the Senior Advisor every 30
minutes to ascertain the ETA. During one of the periodic checks, this
officer was severely chastized over the radio for interrupting what
turned out to be radio traffic on an administrative troop movement from
VINH LONG to another area within the area of operation. In any
event the Executive Officer died of wounds about half an hour after
the request went in. The medevac helicopter finally arrived at 1630H
and was loaded to near capacity. After a brief conversation with the
pilot he agreed to drop his present load off at VINH LONG and come
back for our casualties and evacuate them to MY THO. This DUSTOFF
was finally accomplished at 1730H.

(4) The JGS directive for the Amphibious Task Force tasked
the 7th ARVN Division with providing DUSTOFF support for the Third
Battalion while engaged in operations with the Mobile Riverine Force.
They could not comply with this portion of the directive due to lack
of assets, so it was mutually agreed that the 2d Brigade of the 9th
U.S. Infantry Division would provide us with medevac support as required.
Had it again not been for the outstanding support provided by the
2d Brigade in this area many of the casualties sustained in combined
operations with the Mobile Riverine Force would have died of wounds
before they could have been evacuated.

14. Special Equipment and Techniques.

DONG NAI Boats (plastic assault boats). The small plastica.
assault boats, designated DONG NAI boats by the Vietnamese Marines,
proved their versatility and usefulness during the final phase of the
Amphibious Task Force operations. The DONG NAI boats are organic to
the Motor Transport Company of the Division Service Battalion. The
DONG NAI boat platoon is capable of being employed in its entirety
in a riverine environment or in squads of 15 boats each. One squad
was in direct support of Brigade B during the operation on the SONG
CAI LON and CAN GAO canals. The DONG NAI S S were employed primarily
in two distinct roles; one as a medevac vehicle to move the wounded
from an operational area where a secure landing zone was not available
to a secure area for evaucation and secondly, to ferry troops across
the numerous canals along the route of march. During the transit phase
to an operational area the DONG NAI's were towed by ATC's or Monitors
to save on gasoline. In addition to the two roles previously mentioned
DONG NAI's can be utilized for emergency resupply and for transportation
of caches from the point of discovery to the rear area.
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be Eagle Floato 

(1) As defined in reference (d) the eagle float is "a 
series of landings along a waterway conducted in leapfrog fashion o 

By this method a waterborne reaction force and a sweeping force can be, 
continually maintained as movement continues along the waterwayo" 
The eagle float was established along the lines of the eagle flight 
concept and primarily designed for daylight employmento 

(2) During the final phase of the Third BattalionUs operations 
in the Delta, a variation of the eagle float was e~ployed at night in 
an effort to lure the Viet Cong into ambushing the, boats while on the moveo 
Dependiog on the intensity of the ambush~ the eagle float was prepared 
to land on order in the vicinity of the ambush siteo 

(3) Even the ~ovice tactician realizes that the night assault 
is one of the most difficult of tactical maneuvers to execute and requires 
a high level of training, excellent coordination with supporting arms, 
and a rehersal where possibleo The night eagle float as employed in the 
Delta now is an extremely dangerous form of tactical maneuver for a 
reaction force. 

(4) The problems associated with night eagle floats are three­
fold. First and foremost is the lack of illumination available to assist 
the landing force in IU'ganizing itself into a tacti©al formation once 
ashore,o The present basic load for the Marine Artillery battery does 
not provide for the required numb~r of illumination rounds necessary for 
continual illumination of the objective sreGo Tne monltors of the 
Mobile Riverine Force carry a limited amount Gf l05mm illumination rounds 
but they cannot bring their fires in close enough to illuminate the 
ambush site" 

(5) Secondly coordination between elements of the landing 
force is extremely difficult during the hours of darkness and espeeially 
without lunar illumination or artificial .. illumination" 

(6) Third and perhaps most critical is the lack of terrain 
familiarization at night" Once ashore the many cross canals~ sink 
holes and thick undergrowth in the vicinity of the main canal canalize the 
landing force into follow{ng the established trail networko These 
trail networks have been found to be heavily booby trapped and mined in 
areas Where the Viet Cong have operated for long periods of time without 
fear of government interferenceo 

15& Advisor Analysis; 

as General" In spite of the problems encountered while working 
with the Amphibious Task Force~ the Third Battalion did a commendable 
job during the reporting periodo Had the ~phiblous Task Force operated 
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b. Eagle Float.

(1) As defined in reference (d) the eagle float is "a
series of landings along a waterway conducted in leapfrog fashion.
By this method a waterborne reaction force and a sweeping force can be
continually maintained as movement continues along the waterway."
The eagle float was established along the lines of the eagle flight
concept and primarily designed for daylight employment.

(2) During the final phase of the Third Battalion's operations
in the Delta, a variation of the eagle float was employed at night in
an effort to lure the Viet Cong into ambushing the boats while on the move.
Depending on the intensity of the ambush, the eagle float was prepared
to land on order in the vicinity of the ambush site.

(3) Even the novice tactician realizes that the night assault
is one of the most difficult of tactical maneuvers to execute and requires
a high level of training, excellent coordination with supporting arms,
and a rehersal where possible. The night eagle float as employed in the
Delta now is an extremely dangerous form of tactical maneuver for a
reaction force.

(4) The problems associated with night eagle floats are three-
fold. First and foremost is the lack of illumination available to assist
the landing force in organizing itself into a tactical formation once
ashore. The present basic load for the Marine Artillery battery does
not provide for the required number of illumination rounds necessary for
continual illumination of the objective area. The monitors of the
Mobile Riverine Force carry a limited amount of 105mm illumination rounds
but they cannot bring their fires in close enough to illuminate the
ambush site.

(5) Secondly coordination between elements of the landing
force is extremely difficult during the hours of darkness and especially
without lunar illumination or artificial illumination.

(6) Third and perhaps most critical is the lack of terrain
familiarization at night. Once ashore the many cross canals, sink
holes and thick undergrowth in the vicinity of the main canal canalize the
landing force into following the established trail network. These
trail networks have been found to be heavily booby trapped and mined in
areas where the Viet Cong have operated for long periods of time without
fear of government interference.

15. Advisor Analysis:

a. General. In spite of the problems encountered while working
with the Amphibious Task Force, the Third Battalion did a commendable
job during the reporting period. Had the Amphibious Task Force operated
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the entire period with the Mobile Riverine For¢e~ as outlined in the 
JG5 direcfive~ the results would have been a bit more satisfying to 
all who had a hand in the Amphibious Task Force formation'and operationo 
The fire support provided by the 2d Brigade of the 9th U~So Infantry 
Division as well as the supplemental boat support on two operations 
were two key ractors which kept the 7th ABVN Division from completely 
scuttling the Amphibious Task Force while under its operational controlo 
For all practical purposes the Amphibious Task Force became 
defunct on 23 December 1968 when the final chop was made from the 7th 
ARVN Division to 21st ARVN D1.V'i5iono The 1.551. and LCU had to be left 
in CAN THO due to their inability to navigate the areas we were going 
into below RACH 5010 After the first tactical lift on the 26th of 
Deeember~ th~ RAG 21/33 boats were used only to shuttle companies from 
one side of the canal to the other and ultimately were relegated into 
a role of hauling artillery pieces or artillery ammunition from one 
fire support base to anothere !he RAG boats lack of armament~ slow 
speed~ and lack of maneuverability (especially the LCM=8 Rs) were the 
major cause for this change in missioDe This was the status Qf the 
AmpMbious Task Force on 7 January 1969 when the Third Battalion was 
relieved by the Fourth Battalion at CAN THO& According to copies 
of the latest situation reports from Brigade B the status of the 
Amphibious Task Force has not changed~ 

],~ Civil Affairsll_sY~BOlogi_calWarfa:re,o Due to the constant 
oliange in operational control, the Third Battalion did not operate in 
anyone area long ~nou9h to get involved in a civio affairs or 
psyc:hological warfa:re prog:ram, 

Co Intelligenceo Intelligence for the bulk of the operations in 
the Delta was dated or not available for the particular area of operations 
the battalion was assignedo Agent reports and sitings form the bulk 
of the intelligence colle©tlng effort but diSsemination and validation 
are the principal problemso Operations seemed to be executed for the 
$ake of putting troops in a given area cn a given date whether intelligence 
of the area was available or note Intelligence is one field in which 
all major commands could use a good deal of improvement 0 

Co That the IV Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task FOrce be 
reconstituted upon delivery of the first group of Mobile Riverine Force 
boats to the Vietnamese Navyo 

bo That a joint Amphibious Task Force staff be established at 
MY THO or DONG TAM with representatives from the Vietnamese Marine 
Brigade and the Vietnamese Navy& 
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the entire period with the Mobile Riverine Force, as outlined in the
JGS directive, the results would have been a bit more satisfying to
all who had a hand in the Amphibious Task Force formation and operation.
The fire support provided by the 2d Brigade of the 9th U.S. Infantry
Division as well as the supplemental boat support on two operations
were two key factors which kept the 7th ARVN Division from completely
scuttling the Amphibious Task Force while under its operational control.
For all practical purposes the Amphibious Task Force became
defunct on 23 December 1968 when the final chop was made from the 7th
ARVN Division to 21st ARVN Division. The LSSL and LCU had to be left
in CAN THO due to their inability to navigate the areas we were going
into below RACH SOI. After the first tactical lift on the 26th of
December, the RAG 21/33 boats were used only to shuttle companies from
one side of the canal to the other and ultimately were relegated into
a role of hauling artillery pieces or artillery ammunition from one
fire support base to another. The RAG boats lack of armament, slow
speed, and lack of maneuverability (especially the LCM-8°s) were the
major cause for this change in mission. This was the status of the
Amphibious Task Force on 7 January 1969 when the Third Battalion was
relieved by the Fourth Battalion at CAN THO. According to copies
of the latest situation reports from Brigade B the status of the
Amphibious Task Force has not changed.

b. Civil Affairs/Psychological Warfare. Due to the constant
change in operational control, the Third Battalion did not operate in
any one area long enough to get involved in a civic affairs or
psychological warfare program.

Co Intelligence. Intelligence for the bulk of the operations in
the Delta was dated or not available for the particular area of operations
the battalion was assigned. Agent reports and sitings form the bulk
of the intelligence collecting effort but dissemination and validation
are the principal problems. Operations seemed to be executed for the
sake of putting troops in a given area on a given date whether intelligence
of the area was available or not. Intelligence is one field in which
all major commands could use a good deal of improvement.

16. Reconmendations:

a. That the IV Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force be
reconstituted upon delivery of the first group of Mobile Riverine Force
boats to the Vietnamese Navy.

b. That a joint Amphibious Task Force staff be established at
MY THO or DONG TAM with representatives from the Vietnamese Marine
Brigade and the Vietnamese Navy.
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Co That the IV COrps Tacti©al Zone Amphibious Task F~rce operate 
for six months with the 2d Brigade9 9th UOSQ Infantry Division in view 
of the excellent support provided by the Mobile Riverine Force in past 
operations., 

do That sufficient helicopter support be provided the Vietnamese 
Marine Brigade to allow one battalion to be air~mobile while the other 
battalion operates on the boatso The battalions would rotate between 
air-mobile and waterborne operations at the end of each montho 

eo That the duration of employment for the two maneuver battalions 
and the artillery battery of the Brigade be limited to two monthso The 
rotation of the Brigade Headquarters would be up to the .Joint General 
St·aff .. 

fo That serious thought be gi,ren to establisning additional 
Amphibious Tas!\; F@:I'ge!ilIkllbile tUve:rlM FCTces with operational 
bases at VINH LONG and BINH THUY/CAN THO as more boa~s are~urn&d over 
to the Vietnamese Navyo 

)d~ 
Do Go HENDERSON 
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Co That the IV Corps Tactical Zone Amphibious Task Force operate
for six months with the 2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division in view
of the excellent support provided by the Mobile Riverine Force in past
operations.

d. That sufficient helicopter support be provided the Vietnamese
Marine Brigade to allow one battalion to be air-mobile while the other
battalion operates on the boats. The battalions would rotate between
air-mobile and waterborne operations at the end of each month.

e. That the duration of employment for the two maneuver battalions
and the artillery battery of the Brigade be limited to two months. The
rotation of the Brigade Headquarters would be up to the Joint General
Staff.

fo That serious thought be given to establishing additional
Amphibious Task Force/Mobile Riverine Forces with operational
bases at VINH LONG and BINH THUY/CAN THO as more boats are turned over
to the Vietnamese Navy.

D.D.HendromDo Go HENDERSON
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3480 
T Nov 1968 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Major H. T. WARD9 Jr. Combat 
Operations After Action Report HTW~fmcg 3480 of 160ct68 

From: Senior Marine Advisor 
TQi~ Commander U. S~. Military Assistance Command, 

Vietnam (Attn~ . J343) 
Via~ Commander U. S. Naval Forces 9 Vietnam 

SUbj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ 
3"32 (K-1)) 

1 • (U ) Forwarded. 

2. (e) With regard t6 the r~commendatlons contained in 
paragraph 13a and b of the basic correspondence, more 
night operations are anticipated in the future along 
with the eagle flight concept of operatIons as assets 
to support these type operations become available. 

3. (C) Steps to increase the communications capabilities, 
-as recommended in par~graph 13c, within the operational 
units have been taken. As or late this problem has come 
to 1 i ght as a resu lt of the wi del y scattered dep 10yments 
of the battalions and the asslg~~ent of more sophisticated 
combat operations. The coilimunTcati6ns problem and the 
need for additional advfsors~ as recommended in paragraph 
13d~ correl1ate to action beTngt~ken to Increase the 
number of advisors;partJcularly at the brigade (task 
force) 1 eve 1 . 
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L. V. CORBETT 
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CONFIDENTIAL 3480
I Nov 1968

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Major H. T. WARD, Jr. Combat
Operations After Action Report HTW:fmcg 3480 of 160ct68

From: Senior Marine Advisor
Commander U. S. Military Assistance Command,To:
Vietnam (Attn: J343)

Via: Commander U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ
3-32 (K-1))

1. (U) Forwarded.

2. (c) With regard to the recommendations contained in
paragraph 13a and b of the basic correspondence, more
night operations are anticipated in the future along
with the eagle flight concept of operations as assets
to support these type operations become available.

3. (c) Steps to increase the communications capabilities,
as recommended in paragraph 13c, within the operational
units have been taken. As of late this problem has come
to light as a result of the widely scattered deployments
of the battalions and the assignment of more sophisticated
combat operations. The communications problem and the
need for additional advisors, as recommended in paragraph
13d, correllate to action being taken to increase the
number of advisors; particularly at the brigade (task
force) level.

L. V. CORBETT

PERMANENT RETENTIONReport Destruction to HQ Classified Files Sect. (Code ABQ)
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Naval Adv~s~~ Group9 Box #9 
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HTW:fmcg 
3480 
16 Oet 1'68 

Froms Major Harold Te WARD, Jro, 017961/03029 U$ SG Marine Corps 
To. Commander Uo 59 Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (Attn. J343) 
Viag (1) Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Advisory Unit, Naval Advisory 

, Group, MACV . 
(2) Commander U4 So Naval Forces, Vietnam 

Subj~ Combat Operations After Action Deport (BCS~ MACJ 3-32 (K-1» 

Refs (a) MACV Directive 335-S dated 1 September 1961 ' 

10 Name of Operation: TOAN TRANG 119=710 (Vietnamese Airborne D1vision) 

2G Dates of Operation; 101600 - 200820 September 1968 

3" Location: KHIEM I:WlH District (n 437341), TAY NIIH Province, 
III Corps Tactical Zone 

40 Control,Headguartersg Airborne Division, ARVN 

50 Reporting Officera Maj~rRarold To WARD, Jro, USMC 

Advisors PartiCipating! 

Major Bo To WARD, Jro, USMC 

Major Wo Po ESHELMAN~ USMC 

Major U ° GIANNELLI ~ USMC 

Captain Jo Lo KUYENDALL~ USA 

Captain J 0 Go BURKE 9 USMC 
(Medeva~ lSSep68) 

GROUP=4 
OOWNGRADED AT 3=YEAR INTERVALS 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

DECLASSIFIED 

Senior Advisor, Task force B, 
VIMC (lO=20Sep68) 
SeniQr Advisor9 Fourth Bat­
talion, VlMC (lO-11Sep68) 
AsstAdvisor9 Task Force B, 
VNMC (11-20Sep68) 
Asst Advisor, Task Foree B, 
VNMC (lO~12Sep68) 
Asst Advisor, Second Bat­
talion, VNMC (14=15Sep68) 
Asst Adviso%'9 Second Bat­
talion, VIle (17-1SSep68) 
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OFFICE OF THE SENIOR MARINE ADVISOR
Naval Advisory Group, Box #9

FPO San Francisco 96626

HTW: fmcg
3480
16 Oct 1968
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From: Major Harold To WARD, Jr., 077961/0302, U. S. Marine Corps
Commander U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (Attn: J343)To:
(1) Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Advisory Unit, Naval AdvisoryVia:

Group, MACV
(2) Commander U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ 3-32 (K=1))

(a) MACV Directive 335-8 dated 1 September 1967Ref:

1. Name of Operation: TOAN THANG 119-770 (Vietnamese Airborne Division)

2. Dates of Operation: 101600 - 200820 September 1968

3. Location: KHIEM HANH District (XT 437347), TAY NINH Province,
III Corps Tactical Zone

4. Control Headquarters: Airborne Division, ARVN

5. Reporting Officer: Major Harold To WARD, Jr. USMC

Advisors Participatings

Senior Advisor, Task Force B,Major H. T. WARD, Jr., USMC
VNMC (10-20Sep68)
Senior Advisor, Fourth Bat-Major Wo Po ESHELMAN, USMC
talion, VNMC (10-11Sep68)
Asst Advisor, Task Force B,Major U. GIANNELLI, USMC
VNMC (17-20Sep68)

Captain J. A. WILLIAMS USMC Asst Advisor, Task Force B,
VNMC (10-12Sep68)

Captain J. Lo KUYENDALL, USA Asst Advisor, Second Bat-
talion, VNMC (14-15Sep68)

Captain Jo G. BURKE, USMC Asst Advisor, Second Bat-
(Medevac 18Sep68) talion, VNMC (17-18Sep68)
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Captain To Bo BAGLEY, Jret USMC 

Captain Co Lo KAMMEIER, USMC 

lstLt Co Po WHITE~ USMC 
(Medevac 16Sep6S) 
lstLt W" C,. FITE~ aSMC 

lStLt Go Co BARGERSTOCK, USMC 
(Medevac 16Sep6S) 
CWO 3~' W .. PRATTE, USMC 

Spcc. Jo MOORE (K~ 14Sep68) USA 

60 Task Organizatioo8 

Task Foree B, VNMC 
Task Force B Headquarters 

Senior Advisor, Third Bat­
talion, VNNe (13-20Sep6S) 
Senior Advisor, Second Bat­
talion, VNNe (lOm20Sep6S) 
Asst Advisor, Task Force B, 
'NMO (17-18Sep6S); Asst 
Advisor, Third Battalion, 
VNMO (19-20Sep6S) 
Asst Advisor, Second Bat­
talion, VNMO (lO-16Sep68) 
Asst Advisor, Fourth Bat­
talion, VNMO (lO-11Sep68)­
Asst Advisor, Third Bat­
talion, VNMC (1~16Sep6S) 
Asst Advisor, Jlsk Force a, 
VNMC (12-ISSepi§); Asst 
Advisor, Second Battalion, 
VNMO (18-20Sep6S) 
Asst Advisor, Second Bat­
talion, VNMO (14Sep6S) 

Second Battalion, VNMC (lO-20Sep68) 
Third Battalion, VNMC (13~20Sep68) 
Fourth Battalion, VNNe (lO-1ISep6S) 
Sixth Battalion~Airborne Division9 ARVN (16Sep6S) 

70 SUpporting Forces: 

Air 

VNAF (H=34~ Al~) 
USAF (O=lE9 Attack ~C) 
USA (O=lE, UHlD9 CH=47) 

So Missions Task Force B OPOCN to the ARYN Airborne Division was 
assigned a TAOR vicinity KHIEM HANB (xr 437347) and was responsible for 
~onducting operations in conjunction with a SIGMA Special Forces 
Reconnaissance Teame A secondary mission was given to act as a ready 
reaction force to the ARVN Airborne Divisi"Ol'l1i eN, j.k",,,i~""<"i' 

~o Concept of Operationg The ARVN Airborne Division employed Task 
F@rce B as a ready reaction force, throughout the Airborne TAOR, and 
a$ a force in support of SIGMA within the Task Force B «AOR. 
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Captain T. B. BAGLEY, Jr., USMC Senior Advisor, Third Bat-
talion, VNMC (13-20Sep68)

Captain J. J. SHEEHAN, USMC Senior Advisor, Second Bat-

talion, VNMC (10-20Sep68)
Captain C. L. KAMMEIER, USMC Asst Advisor, Task Force B,

VNMC (17-18Sep68); Asst
Advisor, Third Battalion,
VNMC (19-20Sep68)

1stLt Co P. WHITE, USMC Asst Advisor, Second Bat-
(Medevac 16Sep68) talion, VNMC (10-16Sep68)
1stLt W. C. FITE, USMC Asst Advisor, Fourth Bat-

talion, VNMC (10-11Sep68)
1stLt G. C. BARGERSTOCK, USMC Asst Advisor, Third Bat-
(Medevac 16Sep68) talion, VNMC (13-16Sep68)
CWO 3. W. PRATTE, USMC Asst Advisor, Task Force B,

VNMC (12-18Sep68); Asst
Advisor, Second Battalion,
VNMC (18-20Sep68)

SPC C. J. MOORE (KIA 14Sep68) USA Asst Advisor, Second Bat-
talion, VNMC (14Sep68)

6. Task Organization:

Task Force B, VNMC
Task Force B Headquarters
Second Battalion, VNMC (10-20Sep68)
Third Battalion, VNMC (13-20Sep68)
Fourth Battalion, VNMC (10-11Sep68)
Sixth Battalion, Airborne Division, ARVN (16Sep68)

70 Supporting Forces:

Air

VNAF (H-34, A1E)
USAF (0-1E, Attack A/C)
USA (0-1E, UH1D, CH-47)

8. Mission: Task Force B OPCON to the ARVN Airborne Division was
assigned a TAOR vicinity KHIEM HANH (XT 437347) and was responsible for
conducting operations in conjunction with a SIGMA Special Forces
Reconnaissance Team. A secondary mission was given to act as a ready
reaction force to the ARVN Airborne Division.

9. Concept of Operation: The ARVN Airborne Division employed Task
Force B as a ready reaction force, throughout the Airborne TAOR, and
as a force in support of SIGMA within the Task Force B TAOR.
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100 Intelligence 8 In addition to several l@cal force and main f~rce 
battalions believed to be operating wi thill'il thi Airborne TAOR i;t 'W~$ 
suspected that the 33rd NVA Regiment was operating in or near the 
Task forte B !AQEk 

lIE, ExelCution~ 

10 September = Task F@ree B~ ~omposed of the fourth Infantry 
Battalion commenced a helicopter move from VT 091023 to XI 436346 
(KalEN HANH)D Second Infantry Battalion was detached from independent 
duty with the 25th Division~ ARVN and became OPCON of Task for©e B 
at 1600~e Night positions were: Second Battalion XI 434336 and t~ 
fourth Battalion XI 4353560 At this time Task F~r~~ B ~~@ @til1 O~ 
25th InfantryDivislon~ ARVNo 

11 Septembe~ = All TaSK F~r©e B units became ready res~rve for 
ARVN Airb~r~e Division wh~ assumed OPOON of Task F@r~e B at 1400H~ 
Task F~rce B received one battery of 105mm howit~er$ fr@M the 
Airborne Divisi~n to be in direct supp@rto The fO~rth I~fantry 
Battalion detached from Tast f@ree B at 11008 and was helilifted i~t@ 
TAY NINH West as Airb@rne reserve f@r large contact in TAY NINH Cit yo 

12 September = Task Foree B ready ~a([;tion for©~o Negative 
contacto Most of the day was spent in c@©rdination ru®etings with 
the ARVN Airborne Divisi@no 

13 September = Task f©r©@ B ready r®a©tl@~ f@r©~ !@r ARVN Alrb@~® 
Divi~i@~o Two ©Ompanie~ from the Seeond Infantry Battalio~ e©ndu©ted 
operations vicinity XT 3830~ 4130 9 38219 41280 rh® third I~fant~ 
Battalion became OPCON @f Task Force Bs established night positio~s 
XI 46320 Two companies @f th~ Second X~f~ntry Battalion remained 
overnight at IT 4113000 Negative ©©ntacto Seni@r Advisor9 Se©@~~ 
Infantry Battalion dire©ted gunships int@ Viet Cong p©sitio~$ f~m 
a Command and Control Heli©opter outside th@ Se©@llid BattalionOs 
rAOa and claimed credit for six Viet Cong kill®do 

14 September = The S@©ond !nf~ntry Battalion ©@naucted eagle flights 
c@mmendng at 09300' TWl\l) airborne advis©ll's w@m atta((:hed t© th~ 
Se©ond Infantry Battalion in order t@ furnish ea©h ~agl~ flight with 
one advisor to control UoSo assetso This ~@quir@ment was established 
by the Senior Advisor9 ARVN AirbOrne Division and the Commanding 
General~ ARVN Airb@rne Divislono The first eagle flight l~nd@d at 

CONFIIlENTIAL 
3 CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL

10. Intelligence: In addition to several local force and main force
battalions believed to be operating within the Airborne TAOR it was
suspected that the 33rd NVA Regiment was operating in or near the
Task Force B TAOR.

11. Execution:

10 September a Task Force B, composed of the Fourth Infantry
Battalion commenced a helicopter move from VT 091023 to XT 436346
(KHIEM HANH). Second Infantry Battalion was detached from independent
duty with the 25th Division, ARVN and became OPCON of Task Force B
at 1600H. Night positions were: Second Battalion XT 434336 and the
Fourth Battalion XT 435356. At this time Task Force B was still OPCON
25th Infantry Division, ARVN.

11 September B All Task Force B units became ready reserve for
ARVN Airborne Division who assumed OPCON of Task Force B at 1400H.
Task Force B received one battery of 105mm howitzers from the
Airborne Division to be in direct support. The Fourth Infantry
Battalion detached from Task Force B at 1700H and was helilifted into
TAY NINH West as Airborne reserve for large contact in TAY NINH City.

12 September a Task Force B ready reaction force. Negative
contact. Most of the day was spent in coordination meetings with
the ARVN Airborne Division.

13 September 0 Task Force B ready reaction force for ARVN Airborne
Division. Two companies from the Second Infantry Battalion conducted
operations vicinity XT 3830 4130g 3827, 4128. The Third Infantry
Battalion became OPCON of Task Force B, established night positions
XT 4632. Two companies of the Second Infantry Battalion remained
overnight at XT 411300. Negative contact. Senior Advisor, Second
Infantry Battalion directed gunships into Viet Cong positions from
a Command and Control Helicopter outside the Second Battalion's
TAOR and claimed credit for six Viet Cong killed.

VC/NVAVNMC

WIA VCSKIA KIA VCC
60 004

14 September a The Second Infantry Battalion conducted eagle flights
commencing at 0930. Two airborne advisors were attached to the
Second Infantry Battalion in order to furnish each eagle flight with
one advisor to control U.S. assets. This requirement was established
by the Senior Advisor, ARVN Airborne Division and the Commanding
General, ARVN Airborne Division. The first eagle flight landed at
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XI 317407 at 0940H~ the second eagle flight landed at XT 344418 at 
0950B~ Two companies of the Second Infantry Battalion closed from their 
night positions of the 13th at lOOOH and became eagle flight reserve~ 
At 1050B eagle fli9ht one had light contact at IT 331408; shortly 
after eagle flight two ~ame into contacto Contact increased from 
light to heavy from an estimated Viet Cong battalion. Task Force B 
reserve was committed at IT 3444413. At 1600H the Airborne Advisor 
with eagle flight two was killed from a shrappel wound~ Contact 
remained sporadic throughout the nighto 

KIA 
15 

Ammunition captured~ 

KIA 
U 

22 60mm Mortar Rounds 

ve/NVA 

VCC 
T 

ves 
T 

Large Quantity of Small Arms Ammunition r 

. /' 

Equipment and Materiel Captured and/or Destroyed: , 

1 Base camp (IT 344413)~ Battalion Size 
1200 Meters9 Telephone Wire 

15 September = The Second Infantry Blttalion received emergency 
resupply by helicopter at 0800Ho All killed and wounded weTe evacuated 
(including one UDSO Advisor KIA)9 The Third Inf~try Battalion was 
committed to the contaet area to ,\Veep In coordination with the 
Second Infantry Battalion. Second I_fantry Battalion sweeping from 
night positions to )IT 2953659 the 'nlird Infantry Battalion wai 
helillfted from their night position to Xl. 360357 and swept to XI 307357, 
negative contacto One Vietnamese ~r1necwas killed and one wounded 
by friendly airstrikes vidnItyl1' $60357<> At 1700H planning began 
for night attack to ~ommence at 0200H9 16 Septe~r 1968~ 

16 S~ptember = At 0200H the Se~ond Infantry Battalion moved from 
night p~~itlon t@ blocking position XI 359431 and IT 386408~ At 0300B 
the Third I~fantxy Battalion began a sweep from their night positions 
(X1310360) towards the Second Infantry Battalioa!s blocking positions& 
At 03001 the Sixth Airborne Battalion9 ARVN, now OPOON to Task Force B 
Degan a sweep from XT 370330 to the Second Battalioift n IS blocking 
~;,l@sitiono ~gative contacto At 1230H Task Fo~ce B received wordf"J'ODlth~ ": 
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XT 317407 at 0940H, the second eagle flight landed at XT 344418 at
0950H. Two companies of the Second Infantry Battalion closed from their
night positions of the 13th at 1000H and became eagle flight reserve.
At 1050H eagle flight one had light contact at XT 331408; shortly
after eagle flight two came into contact. Contact increased from
light to heavy from an estimated Viet Cong battalion. Task Force B
reserve was committed at XT 3444413. At 1600H the Airborne Advisor
with eagle flight two was killed from a shrapnel wound. Contact
remained sporadic throughout the night.

VC/NVAVNMC US

KIA WIA KIA VCC VCSKIA
15 11 0 053 1

Ammunition Captured:

22 60mm Mortar Rounds
Large Quantity of Small Arms Ammunition

Equipment and Materiel Captured and/or Destroyed:

1 Base Camp (XT 344413), Battalion Size
1200 Meters, Telephone Wire

15 September a The Second Infantry Battalion received emergency
resupply by helicopter at 0800H. All killed and wounded were evacuated
(including one U.S. Advisor KIA). The Third Infantry Battalion was
committed to the contact area to sweep in coordination with the
Second Infantry Battalion. Second Infantry Battalion sweeping from
night positions to XT 295365, the Third Infantry Battalion was
helilifted from their night position to XT 360357 and swept to XT 307357,
negative contact. One Vietnamese Marine was killed and one wounded
by friendly airstrikes vicinity XT 360357. At 1700H planning began
for night attack to commence at 0200H, 16 September 1968.

VNMC

KIA WIA
1 I

16 September 8 At 0200H the Second Infantry Battalion moved from
night position to blocking position XT 359437 and XT 386408. At 0300H
the Third Infantry Battalion began a sweep from their night positions
(XT 310360) towards the Second Infantry Battalion's blocking positions.
At 0300 the Sixth Airborne Battalion, ARVN, now OPCON to Task Force B
began a sweep from XT 370330 to the Second Battalion's blocking
position. Negative contact. At 1230H Task Force B received word from the

CONFIDENTIAL4
CON IFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

-
CONFII.1ENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ARVN Airborn~ Division that th@ SIGMA (Reconn~i$sance T@am) had spotted 
50 Viet Cong at XI 486382~ At 1430H two companies from the Second 
Infantry Battalion were inserted at XI 4863820 At 1530H the two 
companies from the Second Infantry BattalionW@H br ~avy conta~t 
with three battalions from the 33rd NVA Regiment (POI source)o At 
1555H the Assistant Advisor9 Seco~d Infantry Battalion (lstLt Co p~ 
WH1TE9 USMC) was medevac for heat prostration by the Second Infantry 
Battalion c~and and control helieoptero At 1625H the Assistant 
Advisor9 Third Infantry Battalion (lstLt Go CO BARGERSIOCK 9 USMC) 
was helilifted into the Second Infantry Battaliol'is posltiollo 
lstLt BARGERSTOCK became disoriented and ran ~~. the NVA positions by 
mistake 9 and at approximately 162BH was woundedo The helicopter 
bringing him into th~ landing zone was hit9 ~rashed~ killing three 
and wounding O~~ (all UOSQ ©r~w m~mbe~$)e At lBOOH lstLt BARGERSTOCK 
was medeva~ed by the Task For~e B eommand and control bellcoptero the 
Senior Advisor~ Task FGrce B (Major Ho To WARD) remained OR the ground 
and assumed role as Second Battalion Assistant Advisoro Contact re= 
mained heavy throughout the night until lOOOH the following morning& 

1 60rom M@J:tt~,r 

ve/WA 

'ICC 
3 

11 Rlfl@9 A$sa~lt9 S©viet9 1e62mm9 AK=41 
2 Light Ma~hine Gu@s 

ves 
-0 

1 Antl=tank Grenad~ Launeh®:t~ S~viet9 RPG=2 (B=40) 
2 Rifl~$~ 7062mm9 SKS 

6 B@~®$9 Maehine G~n ~nition 
15 AK=41 Ma9azin~$ 
50 B",4? RlQlund~ 
32 MF26 Grenades 
21 Chines@ G~@nad@$ 

2fOiOO Rounds\) AK=4U 
B D~ms9 Ma©hin® Gun Ammuniti@n 

51!ml Re©®iU~~$ RUh Ammufl1itiom\ 
10C 60~~ M@rta~ Hound$ 
200 .50 Caliber Ma\Chin~ GUlfil AmmU!!lll tiO!ll 
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ARVN Airborne Division that the SIGMA (Reconnaissance Team) had spotted
50 Viet Cong at XT 486382. At 1430H two companies from the Second
Infantry Battalion were inserted at XT 486382. At 1530H the two
companies from the Second Infantry Battalionwere in heavy contact
with three battalions from the 33rd NVA Regiment (POW source) At
1555H the Assistant Advisor, Second Infantry Battalion (1stLt C. P.
WHITE, USMC) was medevac for heat prostration by the Second Infantry
Battalion command and control helicopter. At 1625H the Assistant
Advisor, Third Infantry Battalion (1stLt G. C. BARGERSTOCK, USMC)
was helilifted into the Second Infantry Battalion's position.
1stLt BARGERSTOCK became disoriented and ran to the NVA positions by
mistake, and at approximately 1628H was wounded. The helicopter
bringing him into the landing zone was hit, crashed, killing three
and wounding one (all U.S. crew members). At 1800H 1stLt BARGERSTOCK
was medevaced by the Task Force B command and control helicopter. The
Senior Advisor, Task Force B (Major H. To WARD) remained on the ground
and assumed role as Second Battalien Assistant Advisor. Contact re-
mained heavy throughout the night until 1000H the following morning.

VC/NVAVNMC US

KIA VCSKIA VCCWIAWIAKIA
53 06 3232

Weapons Captured

1 60mm Mortar
11 Rifle, Assault, Soviet, 7.62mmg AK-47
2 Light Machine Guns
1 Anti-tank Grenade Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)
2 Rifles, 7.62mm, SKS

Ammunition Captured:

6 Boxes, Machine Gun Ammunition
75 AK-47 Magazines
50 B-40 Rounds
32 M-26 Grenades
27 Chinese Grenades

2000 Rounds, AK-47
8 Drums, Machine Gun Ammunition

25 57mm Recoilless Rifle Ammunition
100 60mm Mortar Hounds
200 .50 Caliber Machine Gun Ammunition
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EJIUipment and Mat@ri@l M!!EW~d aii'!§VQx D~J .. !:r~Jf~d3 

12 Packs with Unifoxm$ 
11 Gas Masks 
1 Chinese Compass 

Mist~llaneo~$ Medi~al Equipment 
Miscellaneous Web G@ar 

17 September = The Se©ond Idantry Battalion $wept c@nta@t area @f 
the previous nights c©nta©to At lOOOH the remainder @f the Se©ond 
Infantry Battalion was helilifted int© ©onta©t area at xr 4853840 At 
15008 the Third Infantry Battalion wa~ ©@mmltt®d t@ a ~we@p @p®rati@n 
from XT~10373e Night p@sition f@r th~ Third Infantry Battali@n 
.W~$ Xl 510373 and the Se©ond Infantry Battalio~'w~~ X1 4853840 
There was negative ©orltact" 

18 September = At 1101OOB: the Se©o:nd! Infant~ Battalion m@~d f;t@m 
It 485384 to XT 478380 to Xl' 415390 t@ :rr 40(63830 At 1200H ti!1® 
Se©ond Infantry Battali@n ha~ light e@@t~et at IS 4663830 At 1432H 
the Assistant Advis@r9 Se©©~~ X~fant~ Battali©@ wa~ w@un~~d (Captain 
Jo Go BURKE~ USMC)~ previously insert®a into th® S®~@nd B~ttali©n at 
l71700Ho ~t Jl535H the AS$iI'Otant Aaw:1.s@r wa::. ~d®vac<ed b'f fas);: F©rc:® B 
©ommand! and ©ontr©l hell©@pt~r0 T~$k f@r©@ B A$®~@t~nt Advis@r 
(CWO Jo w" PRATTE) was bJ5~rt®d a@ A©$lSltant Adwl$@r9 SelC@nd lll'flfant::ry 
Battalion., Conta©t la~ted untU 2235Ho The ThiEd XililfantJ:y BattaUo:rt 
moved from XI 510313 t@ XI 418350 wi th fi@gativ® 1~@li'lJta~to 

~ 1!§, ElNV,! 

~ WIA lli KIA vee ~ 
3 To :1 T 0 0 

!eaeons Ca~redg 

1 Rifle 9 Ass&iul t g S@viets 1 .. o2mm ~ AJ!:,=41 
1 AAti=ta~k G:;r:e~ad~ Lauo©her9 S@vietg RPG=2 (B=40) 

Ammunitlo~ Captureqg 

15 R@unds~ 60mm M©rta~ 
25 Rounds 9 B=4O 

300 Rounds g 7064mm 
5 Ha~d! Gr®nad®$ 
3 Land Min:e$ 
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Equipment and Materiel Captured and/or Destroyed:

12 Packs with Uniforms
11 Gas Masks
1 Chinese Compass

Miscellaneous Medical Equipment
Miscellaneous Web Gear

17 September - The Second Infantry Battalion swept contact area of
the previous nights contact. At 1000H the remainder of the Second
Infantry Battalion was helilifted into contact area at XT 485384. At
1500H the Third Infantry Battalion was committed to a sweep operation
from XT 510373. Night position for the Third Infantry Battalion
was XT 510373 and the Second Infantry Battalionwas XT 485384.
There was negative contact.

18 September 0 At 1000H the Second Infantry Battalion moved from
XT 485384 to XT 478380 to XT 475390 to XT 466383. At 1200H the
Second Infantry Battalion had light contact at XS 466383. At 1432H
the Assistant Advisor, Second Infantry Battalion was wounded (Captain
J. G. BURKE, USMC), previously inserted into the Second Battalion at
171700H. At 1535H the Assistant Advisor was medevaced by Task Force B
command and control helicopter. Task Force B Assistant Advisor
(CWO Jo W. PRATTE) was inserted as Assistant Advisor, Second Infantry
Battalion. Contact lasted until 2235H. The Third Infantry Battalion
moved from XT 510373 to XT 478350 with negative contact.

VC/NVAVNMC US

VCCKIA VCSWIA WIA KIA
0103 061

Weapons Captured:

I Rifle, Assault, Soviet, 7.62mm , AK-47
1 Anti-tank Grenade Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)

Ammunition Captured:

15 Rounds, 60mm Mortar
25 Rounds, B-40
300 Rounds, 7.64mm

5 Hand Grenades
3 Land Mines
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19 September - The Second Infantry Batf\~li~n;wa$ 1~ light ~olitarci 
throughout the night of 19 September and received an attack from an 
.estimated Viet Cong platoon at XI 466383& The Second Infantry 
Battalion COII'.menc.ed a sweep towards Task Foree B base catnpat' 
rt 437347 at 0700He Four additional Viet· Gong bodies were· discovered 
during sweep. At nOOH the Second Infantry Battalion closced at 
XT 437354 with negative contact. The Second Infantry Battalion was 
assigned the mission of Task Force B reserveo The Third Infantry 
Battalion moved from XI 478350 to Xl' 480363<; During their sweep the 
Third Infantry Battalion received one wounded from sniper·fi.re& 

KIA 
o 

lli 
1 

Weapons Captured: 

2 Light Machine Guns 
1 Compass 

Vc/NYA 

vee 
o 

20 September - At 0800H the Third Infant,ry Battalioo returned to 
TaskForce B base camp with negative re5ultsi ,All task force elements 
reverted to reserve and standby statusQ 

12t AdvisorAnalysis~ 

So Communicationsg Generally from the advisor end of Task For~e B, 
communications were unsatisfactoryo The Task Forrce Advisory Team is 
equipped only with PRC=2S i S9 as a result task force©oultdn~t 1C0mmunicate 
with its operational battalions except when ,operatingfrom·a command 
and control helieopter above the operational are~e ~ring th~ morning 
of 17 September when the Second Infantry Battalion was in heavy ~ontact9 
radio communication was lost fOr almost one ho~r at a critical timeo 
It be~ame necessary during most of the operations to utilize an 
airborne aerial observer for puzp©ses of radio r~lay~ which was 
cumbersome and far from satisfa~toryo 

be Planning and C@ordinations Upon arriving in the operational 
area on 10 September Task F@rce B was OPCON to the ARVN 25th Division~ 
Shortly after arriving~ efforts were made by the Senior Advisor~ Task 
For©e B to ~~ordinate with the advane~ ~ommand post of the 4RVN 25th 
Divisiono Initial contact with the ARVN 25th Division Senior Advisor 
revealed that Task 'Force B was not OPOON to the 25th Division9 but in 
fact OPOON to the ARVN Airborne Division 9 who was moving into the area. 
No word was passed to the Vietnamese concerning the c:hangein OPCON~ FC7%' 
one day and a hal f the advisors were :reporting to the ARVN Airborne 
Divisi~n and the Vietnamese to the ~RVN 25th DivisionG Once this situation 
was cleared UP9 late afternoon on the Ilthp planning and ~~rdinatioR 
with the Airborne Division was considered excellent& 

7 ~QlfJJlENTIAI 
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19 September - The Second Infantry Battalion was in light contact
throughout the night of 19 September and received an attack from an
estimated Viet Cong platoon at XT 466383. The Second Infantry
Battalion commenced a sweep towards Task Force B base camp at
XT 437347 at 0700H. Four additional Viet Cong bodies were discovered
during sweep. At 1100H the Second Infantry Battalion closed at
XT 437354 with negative contact. The Second Infantry Battalion was
assigned the mission of Task Force B reserve. The Third Infantry
Battalion moved from XT 478350 to XT 480363. During their sweep the
Third Infantry Battalion received one wounded from sniper fire.

VC/NVAVNMC

VCCKIA VCSWIAKIA
oo 01 4

Weapons Captured:

2 Light Machine Guns
1 Compass

20 September - At 0800H the Third Infantry Battalion returned to
Task Force B base camp with negative results. All task force elements
reverted to reserve and standby status.

12. Advisor Analysis:

a. Communications: Generally from the advisor end of Task Force B,
communications were unsatisfactory. The Task Force Advisory Team is
equipped only with PRC-25's, as a result task force could not communicate
with its operational battalions except when operating from a command
and control helicopter above the operational area. During the morning
of 17 September when the Second Infantry Battalion was in heavy contact,
radio communication was lost for almost one hour at a critical time.
It became necessary during most of the operations to utilize an
airborne aerial observer for purposes of radio relay, which was
cumbersome and far from satisfactory.

b. Planning and Coordinations Upon arriving in the operational
area on 10 September Task Force B was OPCON to the ARVN 25th Division.
Shortly after arriving, efforts were made by the Senior Advisor, Task
Force B to coordinate with the advance command post of the ARVN 25th
Division. Initial contact with the ARVN 25th Division Senior Advisor
revealed that Task Force B was not OPCON to the 25th Division, but in
fact OPCON to the ARVN Airborne Division, who was moving into the area.
No word was passed to the Vietnamese concerning the change in OPCON. For
one day and a half the advisors were reporting to the ARVN Airborne
Division and the Vietnamese to the ARVN 25th Division. Once this situation
was cleared up, late afternoon on the 11th, planning and coordination
with the Airborne Division was considered excellent.
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c. Operations; Two significant tactics, which are worthy of 
m.ntion, were utilized throughout this operationo The} .. re: 
the nig~t attack (16 September) and the use or eagle flights. 
Although the planning for the night atta~~on the 16th began late, 
1700H on the 15th,. and had negative results, it was :refreshing to see 
this rarely,. used taetic utilized" 

It is~ however, felt by tht, officer that sev&ral mistakes were 
made in the condu~t of this night attack, they are,g (1) Planning was 
begun too late (1700 on the 15th) for an attack planned for 0200 
on the 16tho The actual operation order was Dot received by the 
three battalions involved until 2300H on the 15tho (2) The objeetives 
were teo far apart and net clearly defined& The ~~ire attack 
eovered some 10 grid squareso (3) Two of the thiee battalions, 
the Se~ond Infantry BattalioDg VNMC and the Sixth Airborne Battalion, 
bad just come off a two day extended operation with heavy enemy 
contacte It is felt by this officer that units utilized in a Bight 
or Qa~_attack must be restede 

The use of eagle flights was also significant, and resulted in 
contact b~th times th~y were used& Actually each eagle flight$ whi~h 
was c@Mp@$ed @f 80 Marines9 ~ame eloser to being a combat assault • 

1 

than a true eagle flight. ~e combat assault heli~opter company <? 
conSisting of ten trnlD9 fOtil' gtlftships~ and a command and control 
helicoptel'9 was assigned to the participating battalion. Coordination 
and planning was eondu©ted between the assault helicopter unit 
cOmmand0 the battalion senl@r adviser and his Vietnamese c8Unterpart. 
Working as a ~losely knitted team9 eagle flights were inserted into 
various landing zQnes to be extracted if eontact was Dot madeo Eagle 
flights were standing by 01\1 the ground in ©asea rapid reserve force 
was needed.. This tactic is extremely effective if employed OHi a· timely 
ba$is~ based on g@iod intelligerH::~.. -", .. 

S.. Advisory Personnel.. This ~peration pointed out the obvious 
need for an in(lrease in advisory pen@Nmel at task force and battaUe" 
levele ' There were times during this~@pe:ratiQD9 ioeo~ 11 S~ptembe~ 
when only one advisor was present m the Second and Third ufantry 
Battalionso These vacancies were filled by staff advisors from the 
Marine Brigade Headquarters who had little or no experienceo !be 
present Table ef Organization giYill!g ea©h Vietnamese Marine infantry 
battalion only two advisors allGWs no flexibility for sickness, wounded, 
ldlledyor rotatioift d advis@r p~t's~nnel flOr rest. The same i:$ true of 
t~ Mjrine T~sk ~~r~® Advisory team~ whl®h consists of two officers 
and an artillery advis@ro 
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C. Operations: Two significant tactics, which are worthy of
mention, were utilized throughout this operation. They were:
the night attack (16 September) and the use of eagle flights.
Although the planning for the night attack on the 16th began late,
1700H on the 15th, and had negative results, it was refreshing to see
this rarely used tactic utilized.

It is, however, felt by this officer that several mistakes were
made in the conduct of this night attack, they are: (1) Planning was
begun too late (1700 on the 15th) for an attack planned for 0200
on the 16th. The actual operation order was not received by the
three battalions involved until 2300H on the 15th. (2) The objectives
were too far apart and not clearly defined. The entire attack
covered some 10 grid squares. (3) Two of the three battalions,
the Second Infantry Battalion, VNMC and the Sixth Airborne Battalion,
had just come off a two day extended operation with heavy enemy
contact. It is felt by this officer that units utilized in a night
or dawn attack must be rested.

The use of eagle flights was also significant, and resulted in
contact both times they were used. Actually each eagle flight, which
was composed of 80 Marines, came closer to being a combat assault
than a true eagle flight. One combat assault helicopter company
consisting of ten UHID, four gunships, and a command and control
helicopter, was assigned to the participating battalion. Coordination
and planning was conducted between the assault helicopter unit
command, the battalion senior advisor and his Vietnamese counterpart.
Working as a closely knitted team, eagle flights were inserted into
various landing zones to be extracted if contact was not made. Eagle
flights were standing by on the ground in case a rapid reserve force
was needed. This tactic is extremely effective if employed on a timely
basis, based on good intelligence.

Advisory Personnel. This operation pointed out the obviousd.
need for an increase in advisory personnel at task force and battalien
level. There were times during this operation, i.e.o 17 September
when only one advisor was present in the Second and Third infantry
Battalions. These vacancies were filled by staff advisors from the
Marine Brigade Headquarters who had little or no experience. The
present Table of Organization giving each Vietnamese Marine infantry
battalion only two advisors allows no flexibility for sickness, wounded,
killed, or rotation of advisor personnel for rest. The same is true of
the Marine Task Force Advisory Team, which consists of two officers
and an artillery advisor.
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13. Reeommendations3 

ao That more night operatio9S be condu©ted by Vietnamese unitss 
utilizing proper planning and coordination procedureso 

. '. 

bo That the eagle flight concept be further developed and ~tilized 
in future operations" This technique takes advantage of the 
capabilities of the airmobile concept and catches the enemy in a 
position when he is least likely to expect an attack" 

c.. That an increase in communicatims equipment at taskfor'©e 
level be made to, inc~de: one PBC=46 (~ehicl® mounted) and O~ AN/GRC=l06 
(vehicle mounted~. 

d" Th~t the advisory team at task for©e level be inc~ased to 
includea Senier Advisor (Major or LtOcl)9 two Assistant Advisors 
(CaptaiIt~ Lieutenant) and two ~perations NCOso That the infantry 
battalion adviso~ team be il:l©reased to b~l\\1d@ two officers and two 
enlistedo All Amm~ Airborne and Rang@r Advisory ';am~ already operate 
with that Table or OrganizatioDo 
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13. Recommendations

a. That more night operations be conducted by Vietnamese units,
utilizing proper planning and coordination procedures.

b. That the eagle flight concept be further developed and utilized
in future operations. This technique takes advantage of the
capabilities of the airmobile concept and catches the enemy in a

position when he is least likely to expect an attack.

C. That an increase in communications equipment at task force
level be made to include: one PRC-46 (vehicle mounted) and one AN/GRC-106
(vehicle mounted).

d. That the advisory team at task force level be increased to
include: Senior Advisor (Major or LtCol), two Assistant Advisors
(Captain, Lieutenant) and two operations NCOs. That the infantry
battalion advisory team be increased to include two officers and two
enlisted. A11 ARVN, Airborne and Ranger Advisory ams, already operate
with that Table of Organization.

H. T. waspin.H. T. WARD, JR.
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JTB:ldl 
3480 
13 Nov 1968 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Captain' M. J. Me GOWAN's After Action 
report of 2 Oct 1968 

From~ 
To: 

Via~ 

Subj: 

Senior Marine Advisor, Naval Advisory Group, MACV 
Commander, U. S. Military Assistance Command, 
Vietnam (Attn: MACJ 343) 
Chiefs Naval Advisory Group, MACV 

Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: 
MACJ 3-32) (K-l) 

1. Forwarded, concurring in the advisors analysis 
contained in paragraph 15 of the baslc report. It is 
noted that, since the performance of the Fifth Battalion 
as reported herein, Vietnamese Marine Battalions have 
assumed an increasing operational role with the MRF. 
At present one battalion is operating in close'coordi­
nation and cooperation with the Second Brigade, U. S. 
Ninth infantry Division and another with Mobile Riverine 
Group BRAVO. 

DiSTRiBUTiON: (less enclsoures (2), (3) and (4» 
NAVFORV (2) 
NAVFORV Histortah (Code 03) 
CMC (Code A03 9 A03D (1) 
CG, FMFPAC 
Dir j COC, MACV 
DJr 9 EducCntr~ MCDEC~ MCB 1 Quantico, Va. (3) 
MarLnO, SplWarfareSchool, Ft Bragg, NC 
Each Advisor Participating 
F i 1 e 
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3480
13 Nov 1968

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Captain M. J. MC GOWAN's After Action
report of 2 Oct 1968

From: Senior Marine Advisor, Naval Advisory Group, MACV
Commander, U. S. Military Assistance Command,To:
Vietnam (Attn: MACJ 343)
Chief, Naval Advisory Group, MACVVia:

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS:
MACJ 3-32) (K-1)

1. Forwarded, concurring in the advisors analysis
contained in paragraph 15 of the basic report. It is
noted that, since the performance of the Fifth Battalion
as reported herein, Vietnamese Marine Battalions have

mac

assumed an increasing operational role with the MRF.
At present one battalion is operating in close coordi-
nation and cooperation with the Second Brigade, U. S.
Ninth Infantry Division and another with Mobile Riverine
Group BRAVO.

2. It is recommended that the Vietnamese Joint General
Staff and the Commanding General, IV Corps Tactical Zone
be encouraged to continue the present trend of employing
the Vietnamese Marine Corps in a Riverine role.

J. T. BRECKINRIDGE
Acting

DISTRIBUTION: (less enclsoures (2), (3) and (4))
NAVFORV (2)
NAVFORV Historian (Code 03)
CMC (Code A03, A03D (1))
CG, FMFPAC
Dir, COC , MACV
Dir, EducCntr, MCDEC, MCB, Quantico, Va. (3)
MarLno, SplWarfareSchool, Ft Bragg, NC
Each Advisor Participating
File

CONFIDENTIAL

808 1832

that
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

OFFICE OF "l'HE SENIOR MARINE ADVISOR. 
Naval Advisory Group, Box 89 

FPO San Franelsco 96626 

CONFII)f1~NTIAL 

IUJbfmcg 
3480 
2 Oct 1968 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CaptainM;i;dr.re1 3",McGOWAN 085382/0302, tJ" S .. Mari"fte Corps 
CCmunand~ U,,_ 5 .. Mi.l..iUlry A$si$tance Command. Vie'b'talD (Attnt MACJ 343) 
U): S"ea&«r Urine Advisor. !!laVal AdviSQry Group, MACV 
(2) cns..f,hval Advisory Group, MACV' 

Subja Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ i-32) (K-I) 

Reh , ... ) MIICV Directive 335-8 
(b) Map, Vietncuu IJ~O-,OOO; Seri.es L7014, Sheets 60281, 6028II, 

60281U, 6028I'I1~ 612SIV~~129II 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 

(4) 

OVerlays (a) througll (r) 
OPORD 62-SS (tJ),Headquaners, Uo S .. Mobile Riverine Force 
FragO 3 to OPORD62-68 (U)" Headquarters, U .. S .. Mobile Riverine 
roTee 
FragO 5 to OPORt) -6'2-68 (Uh Headquarters, U., S .. Mobile Riverine; 
Force 

TRUONG CONG TINH. Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese 
Marine Corps cond~ wa~~heliborne recon­
ftais.sa:nc::e in fo:r6e/seareh operations in clese 
cooperatiQn/coordlnation with the Ue S., Mobile 
Riverine Force 

Dates oOf OperatioEU 3001QOH July to 070140H August 1968. 

30 k!catiolU KtEN LONG~ KIEN HUJilGlI DUC 1.0lIl& Diatrfcts~ CHUOIIG THIEN 
Previnee 

4" Centrol Readguartersl U~ S" Mobile Ri.'ririne Fe:r~ (TG 117,,1) 

5" Reporti.!!-9 6ffice£* Captain Micl:f<fel .]" McGQWANli USMC 

a., AdviSOrs Participating: 

Captain Mo 30 MeGOWAN~ USMC 
Captain T~ Co TAYLOR, USMC 
Captain To Ba BAGLEY, .jr~ usMC 
lstLt w. Lo FOX 9 USMC 

senior Advisor, Fifth BattaliO~ 
Asst Advisor, Fiftb Battalion 
Liaison._ 9-fflcer,. U .. S. Mobile 
River~, Foxce 
Ll~$on ·Officer, 2nd Brigade, 
9th u.. S.. Infant.ry Division 

bo Advisory Effort in Plannlng and ExecutioD3. 
i 

The extent of the advisory effort by the Senior UQ S~ Advisor 
was extenslve-dll~"'to the combined nature of the operation. Dtlring the . 
pll!nnl-og ~se" much advice on such matters as supply and resupply (basic 
load versus amount and methods of resupply) was ~ffered and ac~pted 
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Naval Advisory Group, Box #9
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3480

CONFIDENTIAL 2 Oct 1968

CONFIDENTIAL

Captain Michael J. McGOWAN 085382/0302, U. S. Marine CorpsFrom:
Commander U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (Attn: MACJ 343)To:
(1) Senior Marine Advisor, Naval Advisory Group, MACVVia:
(2) Chief, Naval Advisory Group, MACV

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ 3-32) (K-1)

(a) MACV Directive 335-8Ref:
(b) Map, Vietnam: 1:50,000; Series L7014, Sheets 60281, 6028II,

6028III, 6028IV, 6128IV, 6129II

(1) Overlays (a) through (f)Encl:
(2) OPORD 62-68 (U), Headquarters, U. S. Mobile Riverine Force
(3) FragO 3 to OPORD 62-68 (U), Headquarters, U. S. Mobile Riverine

Force
(4) FragO 5 to OPORD 62-68 (U), Headquarters, U. S. Mobile Riverine

Force

Name of Operation: TRUONG CONG TINH. Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese1.
Marine Corps conduct waterharneyheliborne recon-
naissance in force/search operations in close
cooperation/coordination with the U. S. Mobile
Riverine Force

2. Dates of Operation: 300100H July to 070140H August 1968

3. Location: KIEN LONG, KIEN HUNG, DUC LONG Districts, CHUONG THIEN
Province

4. Control Headquarters: U. S. Mobile Riverine Force (TG 117.1)

5. Reporting Officer: Captain Michael J. McGOWAN, USMC

a. Advisors Participating:

Senior Advisor, Fifth BattalionCaptain M. Jo McGOWAN, USMC
Asst Advisor, Fifth BattalionCaptain T. C. TAYLOR, USMC
Liaison Officer, U. S. MobileCaptain T. B. BAGLEY, Jr. USMC
Riverine Force
Liaison Officer, 2nd Brigade,1stLt W. L. FOX, USMC
9th U. S. Infantry Division

b. Advisory Effort in Planning and Execution:

The extent of the advisory effort by the Senior U. S. Advisor
was extensive due to the combined nature of the operation. During the
planning phase, much advice on such matters as supply and resupply (basic
load versus amount and methods of resupply) was offered and accepted
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by both the Senior UoSo and Senior VNMC Commanderso This aspect of 
planning required a larger ~dvisory and liaison effort by the Senior 
Advisor than is usually the case due to the unusual logistic requirements 
of the Vietnamese Marine COrps in some areas (e09o 57mm recoilless 
rifle ammunition~ PRC=lO batteries and rlce)o 

Also~ during the planning phase the Senior Advisor was abl~ to 
advise on combat loading of naval assets" 

During the execution phase the Senior Advi$Or~ again due to the 
combined nature of the operation was ~in the know~ many times before 
his counterpart and in this way was often able to advise before a 
decision was madeo Howeverj even though the Senior Advisor was often the 
translator/liaison between 0050 and VNMC f~r©es9-all hands were totally 
aware that the battalion commander was in fact in ©Ommand and treated 
him aceordingly at all timeSe 

I~ short9 this type of operation really affords the U050 Advisor 
the opp~rtunity to complet,ly justify his exi$ten~e9 both as the -handle­
on U,,$o supporting assets and i.n h~s liaison/advisory roleo 

I 

60 Task Organization: 

HHC~ 2d Brigade~ 9th UoS~ Infantry Division 
Platoon = 4/47 Infantry 
Air Cavalry Troop 
1 AHC (Spt) 
2 LHFTos 
1 Utility Craft 

Task Group 117~1 

4/47th Infantry (=) 
bet 15th Engineers 

a/60th Infantry (=) 
Det 15th Engineers 

Batteries B and D~ l/84th Artillery 

&.0 Supporting forces included USAF air9 USA artU.lery~ LHFT' s~ 
Uo So Baval Forces and USA helic©pter$6 

b~ Air $t~ikes were botb pre=planned and on eallo Pre~planned 
air strikes were well planned and on eall air strikes were timely, well 
executed and effe~tive~ 

I 
01::0 USA artillery~ although ",ager to supportz. was hampered by slow 

clearance proeedureso Toward the end of the opera±1on this had improved 
©onsiderablY:iI due to eommand attention by Coll_''lrld.i~~~~,,"~$E!con.:'&B:ft'9He 
9tb UoSo Infantry Division and Qmimanding Office~ 3/34t:hAr'tlnery. 

do If LHFTG s were not on $tatio!1! alHady~ getting them proved to 
be quite a problem and on one occasion res~lted in a loss of a large 
number of targets of opportunity ($ee pa~agraph ll(c»)o 
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by both the Senior U.S. and Senior VNMC Commanders. This aspect of
planning required a larger advisory and liaison effort by the Senior
Advisor than is usually the case due to the unusual logistic requirements
of the Vietnamese Marine Corps in some areas (e.go 57mm recoilless
rifle ammunition, PRC-10 batteries and rice).

Also, during the planning phase the Senior Advisor was able to
advise on combat leading of naval assets.

During the execution phase the Senior Advisor, again due to the
combined nature of the operation was "in the know" many times before
his counterpart and in this way was often able to advise before a
decision was made. However, even though the Senior Advisor was often the
translator/liaison between U.S. and VNMC forces, all hands were totally
aware that the battalion commander was in fact in command and treated
him accordingly at all times.

In short, this type of operation really affords the U.S. Advisor
the opportunity to completely justify his existence, both as the "handle"
on U.S. supporting assets and in his liaison/advisory role.

6. Task Organization:

HHC, 2d Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division
Platoon - 4/47 Infantry
Air Cavalry Troop
1 AHC (Spt)
2 LHFT's
1 Utility Craft

Task Group 117.1

Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps

4/47th Infantry (-)
Det 15th Engineers

3/60th Infantry (-)
Det 15th Engineers

Batteries B and D, 1/84th Artillery

7. Supporting Forces:

a. Supporting forces included USAF air, USA artillery, LHFT's,
U. S. Naval Forces and USA helicopters.

b. Air strikes were both pre-planned and on call. Pre-planned
air strikes were well planned and on call air strikes were timely, well
executed and effective.

Co USA artillery, although eager to support, was hampered by slow
clearance procedures. Toward the end of the operation this had improved
considerably, due to command attention by Commanding Officer, Second Brigade
9th U.S. Infantry Division and Commanding Officer, 3/34th Artillery.

d. If LHFT'S were not on station already, getting them proved to
be quite a problem and on one occasion resulted in a loss of a large
number of targets of opportunity (see paragraph 11(c)).
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Again, command attention at the higbest level attempted to preclude 
future occurrences. 

eo SUpport received initially from naval forces (CTU 1170103) was 
,outstanrliogo Tbey truly went out of their way to support the Vietnamese 
,Marines~ Anything the Fifth Battalion desired~ CTU 117.103 executed 
precisely (see paragraph 11(c»c 

Support received from CTU 117.104 left much to be desiredo 
Response was slow and untimelyo 

To USA helicopters, Command and Communication Ships, in particular; 
wei-epoorly coo:rdinated. It appeared that communication was complex 
and requests were often delayedd _~. "gain, ,the command echelon was, aware 
of the problem and attempted to ,alleviate ito 

So Intelligence3 

ao Se. Eaclo$ure (~.), Annex Ao The area. of operation was suspected 
to be a large supply cacbe area as well, as contain,ing several Viet 
COng infantry battalions and one Viet Cong anti-aircraft battalifi)fto The 
Fifth Battalisn captured numerous documents (approximately 226 kilograms) 
which were immediately turned over to the second Brigade. 9th U .. s .. 
Infantry Division& Any identification of un~ts will have to be solicited 
from that commando 

D& The Fifth Battalion encountered approximately 200 Viet Con~~, 
killed'S7 and captured 140 

Co See paragraph 11 and 12,'Enclosure (1), Overlay (a) through (f) 
for' further info:rmation em terrain, actual number of enemy encountered 
and types of weapons/equipment captured or destroye,d. ' 

do Paragraph 1 of Enclosures (3) and (4) provides additiona{,..-* 
inteil1genee information. 

9. lilissions The Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps in clo __ 
eooperation/co!rdination wQth tha U~~e Mobile Riverine Foree, condu~ted 
waterborne/Reh,borne reconnaissance UI foree in KIEN Ht1NG, DUe LONG 
Dist~cts of CHUONG THIEN Province to locate9 fix and destroyenerny' 
forces and l,ocal enemy caches in ZORe. 

10. Concept of Operation:' 

a., See Enclosure (2), Annex H for the first phase of the ~eration .. 

b~ See Enclosure (2) for the seqond phase of the ope~ationo 

c& ,See Eaclb:sure (3) for the third phase of the operationo 

do For further detail, see paragraph 11 in conjunction with Enclosure 
(1), (OVerlays (a) through (f)). 

11., ExecutiO!P 

8. en 28 July 1968~ the commanding Officer of th~ ~ifth Battalion, 
Vietnamese Marine Corps and the repc>rtis9 officer were summoned to a 
meeting with the Coi'l\IJ'I!I'di,ag Office;r, Secon~ Brigade9 9th D .. S .. Infantzy 
Divi~i~n at IV ~s Headq\i1arters at CAN' TBOoThe'Flfth Battalion was 
~ned as one of three alrmobile/watermobile battalions wbose pr~ary 
mission was to locate and· destroy Viet Cong and to locate eBerny caeheso 

3""" .~"C6NFI!!l,nl"L 
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Again, command attention at the highest level attempted to preclude
future occurrences.

e. Support received initially from naval forces (CTU 117.1.3) was
outstanding. They truly went out of their way to support the Vietnamese
Marines. Anything the Fifth Battalion desired, CTU 117.1.3 executed
precisely (see paragraph 11(c)).

Support received from CTU 117.1.4 left much to be desired.
Response was slow and untimely.

f. USA helicopters, Command and Communication Ships, in particular,
were poorly coordinated. It appeared that communication was complex
and requests were often delayed. Again, the command echelon was aware
of the problem and attempted to alleviate it.

8. Intelligence:

a. See Enclosure (2), Annex A. The area of operation was suspected
to be a large supply cache area as well as containing several Viet
Cong infantry battalions and one Viet Cong anti-aircraft battalion. The
Fifth Battalion captured numerous documents (approximately 226 kilograms)
which were immediately turned over to the Second Brigade, 9th U.S.
Infantry Division. Any identification of units will have to be solicited
from that command.

b. The Fifth Battalion encountered approximately 200 Viet Cong,
killed 87 and captured 14.

Co See paragraph 11 and 12, Enclosure (1), Overlay (a) through (f)
for further information on terrain, actual number of enemy encountered
and types of weapons/equipment captured or destroyed.

d. Paragraph 1 of Enclosures (3) and (4) provides additional
intelligence information.

9. Mission: The Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps in close
cooperation/coordination with the U.S. Mobile Riverine Force, conducted
waterborne/heliborne reconnaissance in force in KIEN HUNG, DUC LONG
Districts of CHUONG THIEN Province to locate, fix and destroy enemy
forces and local enemy caches in zone.

10. Concept of Operation:

a. See Enclosure (2), Annex H for the first phase of the operation.

b. See Enclosure (2) for the second phase of the operation.

See Enclosure (3) for the third phase of the operation.C.

d. For further detail, see paragraph 11 in conjunction with Enclosure
(1), (Overlays (a) through (f)).

11. Execution:

a. On 28 July 1968, the Commanding Officer of the Fifth Battalion,
Vietnamese Marine Corps and the reporting officer were summoned to a
meeting with the Commanding Officer, Second Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry
Division at IV Corps Headquarters at CAN THO. The Fifth Battalion was
assigned as one of three airmobile/watermobile battalions whose primary
mission was to locate and destroy Viet Cong and to locate enemy caches.
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.. 
• The two" U .. 5 .. battal.ions~ 3/60th and 4j47th, were operating with less 

th'an500 men each. The Fifth Battalion brought 780 Marines, 134 of 
whi<;h were Headquarlers personnel.. All assets for the operat:i-on were 
UeSe and the Fifth Battalion received two Artillery forward Observer 
Teams. one ~tilLery Liaison Officer and one Liaison Offi~er from 
Second Brigade~ DoS .. 9th Infantry ,Division .. 

The plancafied for" each b~ttalion toC{)riau(:topera.tiofisfctr~two 
-days" and rest for one day ands further, each battal.ion was tD conduct an 
equal amoulrt of watermobi"le/alrmob~le operation's. • 

. f 
I 

Do On 29 July 1968 It ,a briefing was held at l500H aboard the USS 
BENEWAH~ -Tbe Fi~th Battalion Commander was intrOduced to all and was 
plac-ea on an equal basis with other cOlllfDandefs" The Fifth Battalion's 
logistical requirements were solid~ied at thistimeQ Pickup time 
for the Fifth Battalion was established as 300130H at XS 825057 on the 
north bank of the CAN THO River just west' of the bridge" The Fifth 
Battalion was to make a waterborna movement to the area of operation and 
was not to return iSOlated small arms fi·re enroute since there were -. 
Regional and Popular Forces oh both sides of the route .of movement. 
The Fifth Battalio~ was first in the wat~rborne column and had 0; '- -

artillery support. all along the route and helJd'opter gunship support. 
to VI THANHo . 

The Fifth Battalion was to, land "acCl)mp.any on four-beaches. Each 
company was to sweep along one of the banks of the two rivers (see 
Enclosure (1) (a» .. 

C& The Fifth Batta1iofi departed CAl RANG at 300230H July 1968~ 
L~Hour was scheduled for 0900Ho The Fifth Battalion Commander desired 
an airstrike on the four beaches followed by an artillery preparation, 
followed by integral Naval fires before the Marines landedo The time 
frame was pushed back due to five disabled-boats enrou1!'e which had to 
be towedo The requested air st~ike tQok place from 0940H to 0955H~ 
Artillery preparation from 10OOH. to lOl5H" Naval fires from l015H to 
1025H~ The Marines landed at 1030H" 

The Navy destroy~two sampans at wa 376695~ At l035H, the Fifth. 
Battalion detonated a bcoby trap at IRR 377700 0 At 1330H the Fifth -
Battalion uncovered 200 kilograms of rice and 5 pairs of brown pajamas 
in a cave at WR 3827060 In the immediate area 1000 kilograms of un­
husked rice was uncovered" The unhusked :rice'was burned and the 
processed rice retained for friendly usee - Three Viet Cong we-re 
flushed from this location; however$ they managed to escape., 

At 1500H~ the battalion commander and this officer were airborne 
in a C&C helicopter when the Battalion Commander spot.ted signs of 
Viet COng a©1:ivity at WH 398703 (see Enclo~e (1)(b». 

", . 
At approximately the s~me time~ the Third CompanY9 which had been 

advancing along the ~ortberh b~nk of the north~rnmost river, established 
contact with approximately iii squad-sized Viet Cohg. uni to The Artillery 
Forward Observer Team with the Third ~any experienced communication 
dirficulties at this time so the Bat-talion Commander J:.equested that the 
remainder of the Navy boats (the boats had been advanCing up the two' 
rivers abreast; of the companles they had earried) move from the southern 
to the northern river in order to take· the enemy under fire. The 
northern bank of the river had abOu.t 75 yards of rIlpapa;m, foHowed by 
a 300 meter clearing inland~ bounded on the north by dense mangrove/jungle. 
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The two U.S. battalions, 3/60th and 4/47th, were operating with less
than 500 men each. The Fifth Battalion brought 780 Marines, 134 of
which were Headquarters personnel. All assets for the operation were
U.S. and the Fifth Battalion received two Artillery Forward Observer
Teams, one Artillery Liaison Officer and one Liaison Officer from
Second Brigade, U.S. 9th Infantry Division.

The plan called for each battalion to conduct operations for two
days and rest for one day and, further, each battalion was to conduct an
equal amount of watermobile/airmobile operations.

b. On 29 July 1968, a briefing was held at 1500H aboard the USS
BENEWAH. The Fifth Battalion Commander was introduced to all and was
placed on an equal basis with other commanders. The Fifth Battalion's
logistical requirements were solidified at this time. Pickup time
for the Fifth Battalion was established as 300130H at XS 825057 on the
north bank of the CAN THO River just west of the bridge. The Fifth
Battalion was to make a waterborne movement to the area of operation and
was not to return isolated small arms fire enroute since there were
Regional and Popular Forces oh both sides of the route of movement.
The Fifth Battalion was first in the waterborne column and had
artillery support all along the route and helicopter gunship support
to VI THANH.

The Fifth Battalion was to land a company on four beaches. Each
company was to sweep along one of the banks of the two rivers (see
Enclosure (1) (a))

C. The Fifth Battalion departed CAI RANG at 300230H July 1968.
L-Hour was scheduled for 0900H. The Fifth Battalion Commander desired
an airstrike on the four beaches followed by an artillery preparation,
followed by integral Naval fires before the Marines landed. The time
frame was pushed back due to five disabled boats enroute which had to
be towed. The requested air strike took place from 0940H to 0955H.
Artillery preparation from 1000H to 1015H. Naval fires from 1015H to
1025H. The Marines landed at 1030H.

The Navy destroy two sampans at WR 376695. At 1035H, the Fifth
Battalion detonated a booby trap at WR 377700. At 1330H the Fifth
Battalion uncovered 200 kilograms of rice and 5 pairs of brown pajamas
in a cave at WR 382706. In the immediate area 1000 kilograms of un-
husked rice was uncovered. The unhusked rice was burned and the
processed rice retained for friendly use. Three Viet Cong were
flushed from this location; however, they managed to escape.

At 1500H3 the battalion commander and this officer were airborne
in a C&C helicopter when the Battalion Commander spotted signs of
Viet Cong activity at WR 398703 (see Enclosure (b))

At approximately the same time, the Third Company, which had been
advancing along the northern bank of the northernmost river, established
contact with approximately a squad-sized Viet Cong unit. The Artillery
Forward Observer Team with the Third Company experienced communication
difficulties at this time so the Battalion Commander requested that the
remainder of the Navy boats (the boats had been advancing up the two
rivers abreast of the companies they had carried) move from the southern
to the northern river in order to take the enemy under fire. The
northern bank of the river had about 75 yards of nipapalm, followed by
a 300 meter clearing inland, bounded on the north by dense mangrove/jungle.
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The eRemy was transporting 5 sampans of weapons and equipment from east 
to west alon~ a small stream in the nipaplm and had an estimated company 

sized escort {approximately 100-150 merrlo The Third Company advancing 
to the east made contact with the enemy security fcrce, causing the 
remainder of the enemy to break across the open area toward the treeline 
to the north carrying armloads of gearo 

By this time the Navy gunboats had moved into position~ The 
Battalion Commander had the helicopter hover for 30 seconds over the largest 
cluster of enemy in the clearing and smoke was dropped to mark thei~ 
posit-iORo Thus, the Navy was able to identify the target by the 
location of the helicopter hovering and was able to keep on target for 
several minutes due to the smoke~ As major shifts wererequi%ed~ the 
hovertng/smoke precess was repeated and the Navy would fireagaiBo 

After the enemy had broken into small unit~9 shifts on fleeing 
targets of opportunity we~e effected from the heli~opter~ The Navy 
fired'their8lmm mortars and their other ordnance .. ' other ordnance 
incluQed M-79~ 030 caliber and 050 caliber machine guns and 20mm and 
40mm HE roundso 

The Navy fired for almost an houro The reason for this was. the 
sloW response of the re~ested gUDshipso After assurance from four 
different sources that helicopter gunships had left their position and 
would arriv-E!'.omentaril,YIlI the Brigade Commander himself got iDtothe 
act and was eXtremely displeased with the slow responsE!o One hour 
after the initial request g a light helicopter fire team arrived on 
station and was told to take under fire the tree line from west to 
east as the enemy force h~d fled into this dense gxowtho When their 
ordndc-e was expended, a second light helicopter fi~ team arrived on 
station and was instructed to ~ire into the same area from west to-east 
but deepe~ into the growth to the nortbo 

While this activity was taking place!> the Battalion Commander 
directed the Fourth Company to move via blOats across the river and 
land at the location of the large=$izeent!my unit (wa 397704") .. 

At approximately 1700H~ the second LUFf expended its ordnance and 
the Third Company advan~ed from the west to east while the ,pourth 
Gompany advanced to the northo Two men fromtbe Third Oom~ were 
wounded and were medevacedo . . 

Fifth Blltta 1 iOI!ll eiements assessed thefiillllowing results as a 
resul t of the batUell 

47 
39 

'7 
9 
5 
'7 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
3 

Viet COng KIA (Be) 
carbines ./bayonets~ 7062mm 9 .SKS 9 CHIOOMfy.pe 56 
Rifle Stocks 
carbines,. Soviet'b '1062mm,. CHICOM Type 53 
Mausersg Czech~ '1062mm 
Carbines» UoSo, o30cal1.-ber 
Pack H~itzer!> 75mm .. UoSo ~"1-942 
SUb=machine Guns" CHlCO~ 706~9-/rl'Pe 50 
Machil'u! GunS9 CHl:COM:J 7 o62mm, Typ~ 56 
Light Machin~ Gun!> Czech!> 7092mm9 Type 26 
Signal Pistols~ qHlOOM9 26mm 
Mortar 9 Soviet~ 120mmll Medel m938 
Binoculars (field 91asses) 

4 ~ Slqhts( 120mm) 
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The enemy was transporting 5 sampans of weapons and equipment from east
to west along a small stream in the nipaplm and had an estimated company
sized escort (approximately 100-150 men). The Third Company advancing
to the east made contact with the enemy security force, causing the
remainder of the enemy to break across the open area toward the treeline
to the north carrying armloads of gear.

By this time the Navy gunboats had moved into position. The
Battalion Commander had the helicopter hover for 30 seconds over the largest
cluster of enemy in the clearing and smoke was dropped to mark their
position. Thus, the Navy was able to identify the target by the
location of the helicopter hovering and was able to keep on target for
several minutes due to the smoke. As major shifts were required, the
hovering/smoke process was repeated and the Navy would fire again.

After the enemy had broken into small units, shifts on fleeing
targets of opportunity were effected from the helicopter. The Navy
fired their 81mm mortars and their other ordnance. Other ordnance
included M-79, .30 caliber and .50 caliber machine guns and 20mm and
40mm HE rounds.

The Navy fired for almost an hour. The reason for this was the
slow response of the requested gunships. After assurance from four
different sources that helicopter gunships had left their position and
would arrive momentarily, the Brigade Commander himself got into the
act and was extremely displeased with the slow response. One hour
after the initial request, a light helicopter fire team arrived on

fire the tree line from west tostation and was told to take under
east as the enemy force had fled into this dense growth. When their
ordnatice was expended, a second light helicopter fire team arrived on
station and was instructed to fire into the same area from west to east
but deeper into the growth to the north.

While this activity was taking place, the Battalion Commander
directed the Fourth Company to move via boats across the river and
land at the location of the large-size enemy unit (WR 397704).

At approximately 1700H, the second LHFT expended its ordnance and
the Third Company advanced from the west to east while the Fourth
Company advanced to the north. Two men from the Third Company were
wounded and were medevaced.

Fifth Battalion elements assessed the following results as a
result of the battle:

47 Viet Cong KIA (BC)
39 Carbines w/bayonets, 7.62mm, SKS, CHICOM Type 56
7 Rifle Stocks
9 Carbines, Soviet, 7.62mm, CHICOM Type 53
5 Mausers, Czech, 7.62mm
7 Carbines, U.S. .30 Caliber
1 Pack Howitzer, 75mm g U.S. 1942
2 Sub-machine Guns, CHICOM, 7.62mmg Type 50
3 Machine Guns, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 56
1 Light Machine Gun, Czech, 7.92mm Type 26
2 Signal Pistols, CHICOM 26mm
1 Mortar, Soviet, 120mmg Model M1938
3 Binoculars (field glasses)
4 Mortar Sights (120mm)
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50 
:2 

100 
220 

129 500 
200 
67 
45 

275 
48 

2 
5 

2000 
1 

200 

100 
6 
6 

Kilograms of un! forms 
Field Telephones~ Sovietp CHICOM Model 252B 
Rounds~ 81um Mortar 
Fland Grenades", CHlCOM ll Fragmenta:tio~· ... 
Rounds g 7062 ammunition . 
Kll@grams of doc~ents 
Shovels 
Ki~~gram$ of TNT 
Rounds", 75mm aJm!lmitiol1l! 

. Round"g 82mm Mortar 
Mines~ Claymore (10 Kil@grams) 
Mines~ Claymore (5 Kilograms) 
Feet", Communication Wire 
Field Telephone", UoSo s EBB 

,Kilograms of assorted too1$~ to include saws~ 
axes9 sc:rewdriverssj gunners quadrant~ etc. 
Assorted M?98zines for Rifles 
Large green CHIOOM Anti=tank Mines 
Smaller green CHIOOM Anti=tank Minfs 

dri1lsg hammers, 

The Battalion Cbmmanderjielt that sinc: the V~t COng had fled'to 
the northp there waSllo requl.rement to cont~nue the advance to the. . 
east" 'He therefore: " ¢hanged the scheme of maneuv,,1rr and planned to 
advance the ne,rl. mo ... "Aing in ill ~Qrtherly direction (see enclc.su:re (l)(c»o 
The battalion set in a night defensive position at WR 3977G4Q At 302l00B 

~ July a Viet Cong squad probed the night positiM1 resulting In OIle Viet 
COng killed and capture of one carbine9 Soviet9 7062mm~ CHlCOM TYPe 530 

, . 
do At 310930Fl July seven Viet Coog bodies werefcrun'd by advancing . 

Marines at WR 403714 which were killed by the previous dayOs '$u~orting 
arms :fir~" . Flv-.mo:re bodies were found at wa 403716 at 1000H also du~ to 
the prev:lous day 1Js supporting axms fire .. 

At 113CH 'eleven Viet Cong were killed in a fire fight witR the 
first Company at wa 4087320 Six Czech Mausers, 7062mm and 1 Soviet 
12.,7mm Heavy Machine GUill, CH!I~~,Type 54 werG captt.1red., 

"'- ", 

~t,.l300Hl'two Viet Cong susp~s were detained at WR 4027180 At 
1600H another Viet Coftg suspect was detained ft WR 4067320 At leOOH 
another Viet. Cong suspect. was detained at WR 397'736" At 1830B 25 
kilograms of documents were uncove~~d at WR 396736" The battaliOn 
established a night defensive pos1ti~ at ~ 3967360 ~ 

• I, 
The Battalion Commander requested pel:lllis$ioD to operate itO extra 

day out of llis assigned area of operation (see enclosure (l)(d)o His 
request was approveo& 

eo The battalion jumped off a't OlfittlCH August fttsidetheold'~ana 
of operation" No enemy w&re encountered a's the battalioilll ad.vanced to 
WR 432768 and proceeded via boat to a base tamp at. WR 520816 .. 

to 2~3 August 1968 = These two days were spent incPreparation for 
Phase IIlc 

go On 04042~~ August:!) the Fifth Battalion proceeded to a pick-up 
zone in vi~inity of WR 2077 and arrived at 0900H~ fift commenced at 
1300H and all uni~s landed at 1400FI at WR 095705~ Three companies 
advanced and one company remained aboard the boats as reserve (see 
enclosure (1)(e»o 
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50 Kilograms of uniforms
2 Field Telephones, Soviet, CHICOM Model 252B

100 Rounds, 81mm Mortar
220 Hand Grenades, CHICOM, Fragmentation,

12,500 Rounds, 7.62 ammunition
200 Kilograms of documents
67 Shovels
45 Kilograms of TNT

275 Rounds, 75mm ammunition
48 Rounds, 82mm Mortar
2 Mines, Claymore (10 Kilograms)
5 Minesg Claymore (5 Kilograms)

2000 Feet, Communication Wire
1 Field Telephone, U.S.g EE8

200 Kilograms of assorted tools, to include saws drills, hammers,
axes, screwdrivers, gunners quadrants, etc.

100 Assorted Magazines for Rifles
6 Large green CHICOM Anti-tank Mines
6 Smaller green CHICOM Anti-tank Mines

The Battalion Commander felt that since the Viet Cong had fled to
the north, there was no requirement to continue the advance to the
east. He therefore changed the scheme of maneuver and planned to
advance the next morning in a northerly direction (see enclosure (1)(c)).
The battalion set in a night defensive position at WR 397704. At 302100H
July a Viet Cong squad probed the night position resulting in one Viet
Cong killed and capture of one carbine, Soviet, 7.62mmg CHICOM Type 53.

d. At 310930H July seven Viet Cong bodies were found by advancing
Marines at WR 403714 which were killed by the previous day's supporting
arms fire. Five more bodies were found at WR 403716 at 1000H also due to
the previous day superscript(0) supporting arms fire.

At 1130H eleven Viet Cong were killed in a fire fight with the
First Company at WR 408732. Six Czech Mausers, 7.62mm and 1 Soviet
12.7mm Heavy Machine Gun, CHICOM Type 54 were captured.

At 1300H, two Viet Cong suspects were detained at WR 402718. At
1600H another Viet Cong suspect was detained at WR 406732. At 1800H
another Viet Cong suspect was detained at WR 397736. At 1830H 25
kilograms of documents were uncovered at WR 396736. The battalion
established a night defensive position at WR 396736.

The Battalion Commander requested permission to operate an extra
day out of his assigned area of operation (see enclosure (1) (d). His
request was approved.

C. The battalion jumped off at 010700H August outside the old area
of operation. No enemy were encountered as the battalion advanced to
WR 432768 and proceeded via boat to a base camp at WR 520816.

fo 2-3 August 1968 - These two days were spent in preparation for
Phase III.

go On 040420 August, the Fifth Battalion proceeded to a pick-up
zone in vicinity of WR 2077 and arrived at 0900H. Lift commenced at
1300H and all units landed at 1400H at WR 095705. Three companies
advanced and one company remained aboard the boats as reserve (see
enclosure (1)(e)).

CONEIDENTIAL6 CONPIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIIlEtrlAL • COflFIDENTIAL 

At 1430H, one bunker was destroyed at WR 09171),,, At 1515H three 
Viet Con~ were killed at WR 093712; one Viet Gong was captured and three 
bunkers. were destroyed.. Individual:we.apons captured were: 

1 Carbine» UoSe, .30 Caliber 
1 Carbineg 7 .. 62mm, CHlCOM, SKS II Type 56 

15 Hand Grenades, CHlOOM, Fragmentation 
1 Kilogram of documents 

The Fifth Battalion moved to WR 160810 and established a night 
position. The reserve company and Headquarters CoR/Pany landed ashore at 
1420H." At 1500HI/ one Viet Gong suspect was captu~d at WR 163793" 

At 1530H, the Fifth BattaliOh killed two Viet Gong at WR 096713 
and had one Marine killedo Further~ the Company with which tNe Assistant 
Battalion Advisor was operating came under sporadic to intense small 
arms sniper fire from the noxtra". west ana south. A UlFT was requested 
and quickly Silenced this fire enabling the company to resume its advance 
with no casualtieso 

At 1745H9 seven Viet GOng were kikred at WR 092717 1n a bunker 
cOmplex con.sisting of 3 large bunkers and 27 small one-two man bunkers .. 
One AN/PBC-9 radio (UGS.) was captured aongwith some unknown type 
jammer or booster. An~an~enna was rigged in a large tree. The 5-2 
of· 2nd 'Brigade, 9th UoSo Infantry Division believes this complex to be 
the Vi~t GOng Region III Headquarters. 

At l800H~ three Viet Cong suspects, one man and two women, Were 
detai~ed in a cave at WR 0937170 

At 1930H, two Viet Gong .~revk111ed at WR 090717 and one carbine, 
Soviet~ CHICOM, Type 539 7,,62mm was captured .. 

At 2000H, one V~et Cong was killed at WR 08871~ and one Carbine, Soviet, 
CHlCOM Type 53, 7062mm was capture ... , 

ho On 5 August 19689 the Fifth Battalion continued its advance 
with three rifle companies at 0700H and advanced .to WR 0757.250 The 
companies were'extract~dat 1500H and joined the remainder o£ the 
battalion at WR 160810 in a night defensive posi tien... • . 

i.On 060700 August, tne Fifth Battalion backl~aded aboard boats. 
The battalion landed at WR 191768 ~d WR 197765 at 0930H.. The Brigade 
Commander suggested that the Fifth5attaliom GoDaarider put one O:P 
ttltlo cOIDpanies ashore; however, the Battalion Commaf'\der put all foar rifle 
companies aS~Ore (see enclosure (l)(f))" ' . 

At ~030H, ODe Viet Cong was killed and one Carbine, Soviet, 7.62mm, 
cHtCOM Ttpe53 was captured at INR 18'1766e 

At 1040H9 at WR 187766~ one Viet Gong hospital was uncovered consisting 
of fOUr buildingsf 

1 Kitchen - 20. feet,.by 10 feet 
1 Storeroom - 25 feet by 10 feet 
2 Wards - 50 feet by 10 feet 

The hOBPital had approximately a 75 bed capacity. TWo hundred 
kllogram~ ef assorted medicines were captured~including many intravenal 
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At 1430H, one bunker was destroyed at WR 091711. At 1515H three
Viet Cong were killed at WR 093712; one Viet Cong was captured and three
bunkers were destroyed. Individual weapons captured were:

1 Carbine, U.S., .30 Caliber
1 Carbine, 7.62mm, CHICOM, SKS Type 56
15 Hand Grenades, CHICOM, Fragmentation
1 Kilogram of documents

The Fifth Battalion moved to WR 160810 and established a night
position. The reserve company and Headquarters Company landed ashore at
1420H. At 1500H, one Viet Cong suspect was captured at WR 163793.

At 1530H, the Fifth Battalion killed two Viet Cong at WR 096713
and had one Marine killed. Further, the Company with which the Assistant
Battalion Advisor was operating came under sporadic to intense small
arms sniper fire from the north, west and south. A LHFT was requested
and quickly silenced this fire enabling the company to resume its advance
with no casualties.

At 1745H, seven Viet Cong were killed at WR 092717 in a bunker
complex consisting of 3 large bunkers and 27 small one-two man bunkers.
One AN/PRC-9 radio (U.S.) was captured aong with some unknown type
jammer or booster. An antenna was rigged in a large tree. The S-2
of 2nd Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division believes this complex to be
the Viet Cong Region III Headquarters.

At 1800H, three Viet Cong suspects, one man and two women, were
detained in a cave at WR 093717.

At 1930H, two Viet Cong were killed at WR 090717 and one Carbine,
Soviet, CHICOM, Type 53, 7.62mm was captured.

At 2000H one Viet Cong was killed at WR 088715 and one Carbine, Soviet,
CHICOM Type 53, 7.62mm was captureo.

h. On 5 August 1968, the Fifth Battalion continued its advance
with three rifle companies at 0700H and advanced to WR 075725. The
companies were extracted at 1500H and joined the remainder of the
battalion at WR 160810 in a night defensive position.

i. On 060700 August, the Fifth Battalion backloaded aboard boats.
The battalion landed at WR 191768 and WR 197765 at 0930H. The Brigade
Commander suggested that the Fifth Battalion Commander put one or
two companies ashore; however, the Battalion Commander put all four rifle
companies ashore (see enclosure (1)(f)).

At 1030H, one Viet Cong was killed and one Carbine, Soviet, 7.62mm,
CHICOM Ttpe 53 was captured at WR 187766.

At 1040H, at WR 187766, one Viet Cong hospital was uncovered consisting
of four buildings:

1 Kitchen - 25 feet by 10 feet
1 Storeroom - 25 feet by 10 feet
2 Wards - 50 feet by 10 feet

The hospital had approximately a 75 bed capacity. Two hundred
kilograms of assorted medicines were captured including many intravenal
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vit~n injectioQs(B and C)~ anti~malaria pills and battle dressings. 

At 1050H9 aViei;"CongMtl:·.e. was ca~tured a'¥; WR l87766" At 1145H 
in the same general vicinity, one sampan was captured with 10 
kilograms of medicineo Further~ at 1145H~ two Viet Cong suspects (one 
man and one woman) were detained at WR 187767 with a quantity of medicine& 
Several Vle~ Oong were observed fleeing to the westo Helicopters 
were utilized to fire on the Viet Cong force Jl!l'ith a negative asses$lllent~ 

One Viet Cong was captured at WR 197767 at~20QHb The woman 
captured earlier led the Marines to a building at WR l~2767 where a 
Viet Cer:lg was captured .. 

The Fifth Battaliol'l occupieo bJ.ocking positl.onsuotil 1700H, at 
which time the battalion was backloaded aboard boats and departed for 
CAN THO with gunship support to VI TRABHe 

The lead boats in the column received small arms fire at 2000H at 
wa 4047390 The Navy suppressed the enemy fire with 030 and 050 caliber 
machine gunso 

j... On 070HlO August~ the rear of the Fj.fth Battalion column was 
struck with small arms and recoilless rifle fire at WS 7507210 The 
Navy supp%essed the enemy fire with their'Qrganic weaponso One boat 
suffered 2 recoilless rifle hits and one Navy man was woundedo 

At 0120H, the rear of the Fifth Battalion column was hit again with 
small arms and rec.oilless rifle at WS '8150440 Agaba~ fi~ was suppressed, 
by Navy organic weaponSB 

At Ol40H, the Firth Battalion arrived at CAl RANG where it establihed 
a cOmmand post~ 

12. Resultu 

ao 

-
b' " 

Casualtiesl ' . 
,;F" 

-*'!!!M£ VCOWA 

KIA WIA KIA ~ VCS 
-1- 2 57 14 10 .... 
W~a~ons C!)ntutiGIl 

• 75mm Pack HoWita~~ UoSo 1942 
1 120mm Mortar" So'lttet~ Model Ml938 J' 

1. Heavy Mas:;hine Gun. Soviet", 12 ... 7mm" CHlCOM Type 54 
:~ SUb~drtne!i> Sovil!t,~ 7 .. t>2mm~ AK~41 SI CHICOM Type 56 
A. Light Machine Gun~ Czechg. 7 .. 92mm,y aUCOM Type ,26 
:2 Sub""machine GunSli> CH1COMi> 7.62mmSl Type 50 
3 Machine Guns,;. CHICDM9 7 ",62mm" Type 56 

40 carbines w/bayonets,;. SKS 5 7.,62mm 1O CRIOOM Type 56 
13 Carbines~ 5eviet lO 7 .. 62mm, CHlCOM Type 53 
l~ ~ser~ Czech~ 7 0 62mm 

8 Garbinesi> UOSD~ 030 Caliber 
:2 Pistols9 Signa19 CHICOM, 26mm 
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vitamin injections (B and c), anti-malaria pills and battle dressings.

At 1050H, a Viet Cong nurse was captured at WR 187766. At 1145H
in the same general vicinity, one sampan was captured with 10
kilograms of medicine. Further, at 1145H, two Viet Cong suspects (one
man and one woman) were detained at WR 187767 with a quantity of medicine.
Several Viet Cong were observed fleeing to the west. Helicopters
were utilized to fire on the Viet Cong force with a negative assessment.

One Viet Cong was captured at WR 197767 at 1200H. The woman
captured earlier led the Marines to a building at WR 192767 where a
Viet Cong was captured.

The Fifth Battalion occupied blocking positions until 1700H, at
which time the battalion was backloaded aboard boats and departed for
CAN THO with gunship support to VI THANH.

The lead boats in the column received small arms fire at 2000H at
WR 404739. The Navy suppressed the enemy fire with .30 and .50 caliber
machine guns.

j. On 070100 August, the rear of the Fifth Battalion column was
struck with small arms and recoilless rifle fire at WS 750721. The
Navy suppressed the enemy fire with their organic weapons. One boat
suffered 2 recoilless rifle hits and one Navy man was wounded.

At 0120H, the rear of the Fifth Battalion column was hit again with
small arms and recoilless rifle at WS 815044. Again, fire was suppressed
by Navy organic weapons.

At 0140H, the Fifth Battalion arrived at CAI RANG where it establihed
a command post.

12. Results:

a. Casualties:

VC/NVAVNMC

VCCKIA KIA VCSWIA
1 87 10142

b. Weapons Captured

a 75mm Pack Howitzer, U.S. 1942
1 120mm Mortar, Soviet, Model M1938
1 Heavy Machine Gun, Soviet, 12.7mmg CHICOM Type 54
1 Sub-machine, Soviet® 7.62mm, AK-47, CHICOM Type 56
1 Light Machine Gun, Czech, 7.92mm, CHICOM Type 26
2 Sub-machine Guns, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 50
3 Machine Guns, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 56

40 Carbines w/bayonets, SKS, 7.62mm, CHICOM Type 56
13 Carbines, Seviet, 7.62mm, CHICOM Type 53
11 Mauser, Czech, 7.62mm
8 Carbines, U.S.g .30 Caliber
2 Pistols, Signal, CHICOM, 26mm
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Co Materiel and Equipment Captured: 

4 
3 
4 

55 
2 
1 
1 
1 

2000 
12,500 

226 
210 
200 

1000 
67 

275 
2 
5 

200 

100 
6 
6 

Rifle Stocks 
Binoculars (field glasses) 
Mortar Sights, 120mm 
Kilograms of uniforms 
Field Telephones, Soviet lll CHICOM Medel 2528 
AN/eRC=9 Radio, UoSo 
Radio booster or jammer (Unknown) 
Field Telephone9 UoS.~ EE8 
FeetlJ Communications Wire 
RoundS-I ?:.,62 ammunition 
Kilograms of ~cuments 
Kilograms of medicine 
Kilograms of Spcked r~ce 
Kilograms of unbusked ri., 
Shovels 
BoundS 9 75mm Ammunition (Cased) 
Mine~ Claymore, 10 kilograms 
Mines9 Claymore, 5 kilograms 
Kilograms of assorted tools (to include saws, drills, 
hammers, axeS9 screwdrivers, gunners quadrants, etc.) 
Assorted Magazines for rifles 
Anti~tank Mine s, CHICOMII Large ~en 
Anti-tank Mines, CHICOM, Small Green 

do Materiel and Equipment Destroyed3 

100 Bounds,Blmm Mortar (Uncased) 
245 Hand Grenades lil CHlCOM, Fragmentation (Uncased) 
182 Hand Grenades, U050, M-26 9 Fragmsntation 

45 Kilograms of TNT 
48 Rounds~ 82mm .Mortar (Uncased) 

e. No friendly pe~sonnel or equipment were lost to the enemyc 

f. The areas of aJl§lir strike on 1 August were searched by tne 
Fifth Battalion~ VNMC and Third Battalion~ 60th Infantry as d~rected by 
Enclosure(3) and depicted on Enelosure (1)(e). These strikes appeared 
to inflict limited" if any" dSOlage upo n the enemy.. A Bomb Damage 
Assessment Form was submitted by the reporting officer to the Commandiag 
Officex9 Second Brigade, 9th Uo5o Infantry Divisiollo -
130 Adminisirative Matters: 

C

r 

a~ Suppl~& The SeQOnd Bri9ade~ 9th In~.ntry PlvLsion took on a 
logistical tail which an entb'e division.~uld have had difficulty in 
meeting a The Fifth Battalionlll VN""9 carried a.tl requiremen~s for three 
days of combat so initial re~plywas ~t a problema All %$$Upply 
supplies did ~ arrive in the objective area until after the third day_ 
The Army~ ~~c!l cwork extremely hard t. meet the peculiar Deeds of th~ 
Fifth Battalion" VNMC. 

boTreatment~ evacuatLaa and hospitalization of two wounded, one 
dead and one snakebi~evietim of the Fifth Battalion was excellent. 

Co Transportation" The oBly problem tbe Fifth Battalion encountered 
in this regard was the untimely honoring of COmmand and Communication 
ships and helicopters to transport prisoners back to Brigade~ This was 
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C o Materiel and Equipment Captured:

4 Rifle Stocks
3 Binoculars (field glasses)
4 Mortar Sights, 120mm

55 Kilograms of uniforms
2 Field Telephones, Soviet, CHICOM Model 252B
1 AN/GRC-9 Radio, U.S.
1 Radio booster or jammer (Unknown)
1 Field Telephone, U.S., EE8

2000 Feet, Communications Wire
12,500 Rounds, 7.62 ammunition

226 Kilograms of documents
210 Kilograms of medicine
200 Kilograms of sacked rice
1000 Kilograms of unhusked rise

67 Shovels
275 Rounds, 75mm Ammunition (Cased)

2 Mines, Claymore, 10 kilograms
5 Mines, Claymore, 5 kilograms

200 Kilograms of assorted tools (to include saws, drills,
hammers, axes, screwdrivers, gunners quadrants, etc.)

100 Assorted Magazines for rifles
6 Anti-tank Mines, CHICOM, Large Green
6 Anti-tank Mines, CHICOM, Small Green

d. Materiel and Equipment Destroyed:

100 Rounds, 81mm Mortar (Uncased)
245 Hand Grenades, CHICOM, Fragmentation (Uncased)
182 Hand Grenades, U.S., M-26, Fragmentation
45 Kilograms of TNT
48 Rounds, 82mm Mortar (Uncased)

e. No friendly personnel or equipment were lost to the enemy.

f. The areas of an air strike on 1 August were searched by the
Fifth Battalion, VNMC and Third Battalion, 60th Infantry as directed by
Enclosure (3) and depicted on Enclosure (1)(e). These strikes appeared
to inflict limited, if any, damage upon the enemy. A Bomb Damage
Assessment Form was submitted by the reporting officer to the Commanding
Officer, Second Brigade, 9th U.S. Infantry Division.

13. Administrative Matters:

a. Supply. The Second Brigade, 9th Infantry Division took on a
logistical tail which an entire division would have had difficulty in
meeting. The Fifth Battalion, VNMC, carried all requirements for three
days of combat so initial resupply was not a problem. All resupply
supplies did not arrive in the objective area until after the third day.
The Army. did work extremely hard to meet the peculiar needs of the
Fifth Battalion, VNMC.

b. Treatment, evacuation and hospitalization of two wounded, one
dead and one snakebite victim of the Fifth Battalion was excellent.

Co Transportation. The only problem the Fifth Battalion encountered
in this regard was the untimely honoring of Command and Communication
ships and helicopters to transport prisoners back to Brigade. This was
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due to the GOmplicated communication systemo 

do Communications., Communication was extremely complicated due 
to the existence of a Brigade Forward Command Post and a ~gade Rear 
Command Post~ Often~ a SITREP would be submitted to BrigaUe Forward 
only to have Brigade Rear later request submission of the same SITREP. 

15. Advisor Analysis: 

a.. This officer highly reoommends this type of employment for 
elements of the VNMCo If not always timelY9 assets are available and at 
the disposal of the VNMG cammanderG The VNMC commander is completely 
u.nrest.ric:ted within his.assigned area of operation and enjoys complete 
tactical freedom .. 

Do Xn conjunction with paragraph 15(a) the VNMC Commander is 
treated as an equal and given every opportuaity te demonstrate what 
he and his unit are capable of doingo 

eo The highly $~ceessful performance of the Fifth Battalion, VNMC 
both in December 1967 and IOn this operation indicat.es the effectiveness 
Gf th~s type of employmeato 

d. The coordination a nd cooperation between tbe Second Brigade 
and the Fifth Battalion was nothing short of ~tstanding6 Aside from 
problems associated with asset response9 tbe two units operated as an 
e;xtremelyeffec.tive team .. 

eo Civic Action and, Psychologieal Warfare ac-tivities appeared 
to be adequateo The Fifth BattaliGn witnessed several leaflet drops and 
aerial broadcasts in its areas of operation~ 

Ie Uo So Navy personnel anQ the Vietnamese Marines got along famoQs1y_ 
From Commanders to lower enllsted9 mutual respect and friendship flour!$he« 
to t~ p.oint of eating eaeb otherijs food and ©Onducting informal 
langauge classeso It was most gra~ifyingo 

•• In s~ry~ this officer again highly recommends future employments 
of. thi'$ type for units of the Vietnamese Marine Corp$<> All involved seem 
~ohighlY emjoy working togethe:rand the results speak for th~$elve$~ 

?f~J-7K~~ 
MICHAEL 30 McGOWAN 
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due to the complicated communication system.

d. Communications. Communication was extremely complicated due
to the existence of a Brigade Forward Command Post and a Brigade Rear
Command Post. Often, a SITREP would be submitted to Brigade Forward
only to have Brigade Rear later request submission of the same SITREP.

15. Advisor Analysis:

a. This officer highly recommends this type of employment for
elements of the VNMC. If not always timely, assets are available and at
the disposal of the VNMC commander. The VNMC commander is completely
unrestricted within his assigned area of operation and enjoys complete
tactical freedom.

b. In conjunction with paragraph 15(a) the VNMC Commander is
treated as an equal and given every opportunity to demonstrate what
he and his unit are capable of doing.

The highly successful performance of the Fifth Battalion, VNMCCo
both in December 1967 and on this operation indicates the effectiveness
of this type of employment.

d. The coordination and cooperation between the Second Brigade
and the Fifth Battalion was nothing short of outstanding. Aside from
problems associated with asset response, the two units operated as an
extremely effective team.

e. Civic Action and Psychological Warfare activities appeared
to be adequate. The Fifth Battalion witnessed several leaflet drops and
aerial broadcasts in its areas of operation.

f. U. S. Navy personnel and the Vietnamese Marines got along famously.
From Commanders to lower enlisted, mutual respect and friendship flourished
to the point of eating each other's food and conducting informal
langauge classes. It was most gratifying.

e. In summary, this officer again highly recommends future employments
of this type for units of the Vietnamese Marine Corps. All involved seem
to highly enjoy working together and the results speak for themselves.

Michael J.
Mc/Howan

MICHAEL J. McGOWAN
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FlltST ENDORSEMENl' on Captain BOEPER's After Action Report dated 29May68 

From: Senior Marine Advisor ,Ma~e Advisory Unit, Naval Advisory 
Grw.p, Militazy Assistance Coomand, Vietnam 

To: Commander, U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam 

Subj: Co~at Operation After Action Report 

1. Forwarded. The contents of both the report and reference (b) will 
be combined to create a tentative guide to riverine operations for use 
by the Vietnamese Marine Corps. . 

2. The contents of paragmph 15.b as related to SlCM response to 
inte1J.jgenceam paragraph 15.d(1) concerning ,the statistical aspects 
of this conflict are two areas that ·have repeatedly cropped up in my 
short. experience in the Republic of Vietnam. Rapid exploitation of 
intelligence will be a matter of continuous emphasis within the 
Marine Advisory Unit. 

3. I concu~ whole hearted1y with recamnendat10n 16.a and feel that the 
future of the Vietnanese Banne Corps--, :ht good meal$Urei lies in its 
ab1li ty to opera te in a ri veri~e Ell virounent. To date, two VietIlBJll.e se 
Marine Infantzy Battalions have acquired this experience. The remaining 
four should rotate as rapidly as possible to the:M.bile Riverine Force 
thereby giving this experience to all. The final objective of course, 
is to maJI'ry the Vietnamese Marine Corps with the Vietnamese Navy in 
this type of operation. 

4. Personal conversations with several officers lB ving experience in 
mobi),e riverine operations indicate that Captain BONSPERls recommendatioris 
as contained in paragraphs 16.f and 16.g are qUite valid.. Their adoption 
wculd greatlyenhance( the tacti cal capabilities of the Mobile Hi verine 
Force and;' it appears that the aTclila:bility of an ainnobile force is 
absolutely necessary to meanilJ8fu~riverine oRerations. '- " . ~>/" . -. 

Distribution: "Alt 
NAVFORV (2) 
NAVFORV Historian (COde 03) 
Each Participating Advisor 
File 

. I,' f")'" , (2. 
, -<~ 1 

.,,--'~" , - '.,,,,>~., .:~; , ~,.~ 

J. T. BREcimmrDGE / 
ActilJ8 

R-a 
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FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Captain BONSPER's After Action Report dated 29May68

From: Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Advisory Unit, Naval Advisory
Group, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam

To: Commander, U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

1. Forwarded. The contents of both the report and reference (b) will
be combined to create a tentative guide to riverine operations for use
by the Vietnamese Marine Corps.

2. The contents of paragraph 15.b as related to slow response to
intelligence and paragraph 15.d(1) concerning the statistical aspects
of this conflict are two areas that have repeatedly cropped up in my
short experience in the Republic of Vietnam. Rapid exploitation of
intelligence will be a matter of continuous emphasis within the
Marine Advisory Unit.

3. I concur whole heartedly with recommendation 16.a and feel that the
future of the Vietnamese Marine Corps, in good measure, lies in its
ability to opera te in a riverine environment. To date, two Vietnamese
Marine Infantry Battalions have acquired this experience. The remaining
four should rotate as rapidly as possible to the Mobile Riverine Force
thereby giving this experience to all. The final objective of course,
is to marry the Vietnamese Marine Corps with the Vietnamese Navy in
this type of operation.

4. Personal conversations with several officers having experience in
mobile riverine operations indicate that Captain BONSPER's recommendations
as contained in paragraphs 16.f and 16.g are quite valid. Their adoption
would greatly enhance the tactical capabilities of the Mobile Riverine
Force and, it appears that the availability of an airmobile force is
absolutely necessary to meaningful riverine operations.

J. T. BRECKINRIDGE
Acting

G-3

Distribution: "A"
NAVFORV (2)
NAVFORV Historian (Code 03)
Each Participating Advisor
File

327 202
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OFFICE 'OF THE SENIOR MARINE ADVISOR 
~ ,Naval ~Advisory ,Group, Box #9 

FPO San Francisco 96626 

From: Captain Donald E.B)NSPER" 091900/0302, USMC 
To: Commander, U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam 
Via: Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Advisory Unit, 

Naval Adnsory Group, MACV 

Subj:: Combat Operation Arter Action Report 

Ref: (a) SMA Memo of 16 May 1967 

DEB:rjy 
3480 
29 May 1965 

(b) After Action Report of Major P. L. CARLSON dtd 12Feb6S 

Encl: (1) Operation Overlay, 20 April (OPoraer 37 -6S) 
(2) Operation Overlay, 21 April (OP order 3S-6S) 
(3) Operation Overlay, 23-24 April (OP order 39-6S) 
(4) Operation Overlay, 27 April (op order 41-6S) 
(5) Operation Overlay, 2S-29 April (Frag OP order 41-68) 
(6) Operation Oyerlay, 2-4 May (OP order 42-6S) 
(7) Operation Overl~:I 7 May (OP,order 43-M) 
(S) Operation Overlay, S Maar (Frag OP ~rder 43-68) 

1. Name of Operation: TRUONG CONG DINH 

2. Date of Operation: 17 April through 9 May 1965 

3. Location: DINH TUONG,KIEN HOA, and VINH LONG Pt-ovince, IV Corps 
Tactical Zone 

4. OON;rol Headquarters: Mobile Ri verine Force Tn 17 /200 Bde!J 9th In! 
Div, VNMC 

5. Reporting Officer: Ca.pta.in Donald E. BONSPER, USMC, Senior Advisor,? 
Second Infantry Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps 

Advisors Participating: 

Captain Donald E. BONSPElt" USMC 

lstLt Richard P. PERRY, USMO 
lstLt Carlton P. WHITE, USMC 

GROUP-4 
OOWNGRADED AT )-YEAR INTERVALS 

. ,DEOLASSIFIEP -AFTER 12 ~ .... 

DECLASSIFIED 

Senior Advisor., Second 
Battalion, VNMC 
Liaison Officer 
Assistant Advisor~ Second 
Battalion, VNMC 
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OFFICE OF THE SENIOR MARINE ADVISOR
Naval Advisory Group, Box #9
FPO San Francisco 96626

DEB:rjy
3480
29 May 1968

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Captain Donald E. BONSPER, 091908/0302, USMC

Commander, U. S. Naval Forces, VietnamTo:
Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Advisory Unit,Via:
Naval Advisory Group, MACV

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

(a) SMA Memo of 16 May 1967Ref:
(b) After Action Report of Major P. L. CARLSON dtd 12Feb68

Encl: (1) Operation Overlay, 20 April (OP order 37-68)
(2) Operation Overlay, 21 April (OP order 38-68)
(3) Operation Overlay, 23-24 April (OP order 39-68)
(4) Operation Overlay, 27 April (OP order 41-68)
(5) Operation Overlay, 28-29 April (Frag OP order 41-68)
(6) Operation Overlay, 2-4 May (OP order 42-68)
(7) Operation Overlay, 7 May (OP order 43-68)
(8) Operation Overlay, 8 May (Frag OP order 43-68)

1. Name of Operation: TRUONG CONG DINH

2. Date of Operation: 17 April through 9 May 1968

3. Location: DINH TUONG, KIEN HOA, and VINH LONG Province, IV Corps
Tactical Zone

4. Control Headquarters: Mobile Riverine Force TF117/2nd Bde, 9th Inf
Div, VNMC

Reporting Officer: Captain Donald E. BONSPER, USMC, Senior Advisor,5.
Second Infantry Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps

Advisors Participating:

Captain Donald E. BONSPER, USMC Senior Advisor, Second
Battalion, VNMC

1stLt Richard P. PERRY, USMC Liaison Officer
Assistant Advisor, Second1stLt Carlton P. WHITE, USMC
Battalion, VNMC

GROUP-4
DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEAR INTERVALS CONFIDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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6. Task Qrganizat ion~ 

TF 117 

TF 11701 
TF 117.2 

2nd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division 

3=47 Infantry 
4=47 Infantry 

Second Infantry Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps 

'TF Six Gun 

3=34th Artillery 

70 Supporting Forces: 

a.. Artillery 

3-34th Artillery Battalion 

Air 

USAF (O-lE)(B-52 and P-37 and attack aircr~ft) 
u~ S. Army (UH=lD)(H=23) 

Mobile Riverine Force 

bo Generalg This report concurs with reference (b) with the follow­
ing noted exceptions, 

~.. Art:Ulery Support. 

(1) Artillery support was always timely and accurate. The con­
fidence of the Battalion Commander increased to where he maneuvered 
his battalion within one hundred meters of friendly artillery. Second 
Battalion did not experience short rounds during the deployment thus 
helping to eement the confidence of the battalion in artillery support. 

(2) The battalion planned its night defensive fires immediately 
upon establishing its night position. Harrassing and interdiction fire 
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6. Task Organization:

TF 117

TF 117.1
TF 117.2

2nd Brigade. 9th Infantry Division

3-47 Infantry
4-47 Infantry

Second Infantry Battalion. Vietnamese Marine Corps

TF Six Gun

3-34th Artillery

7. Supporting Forces:

a. Artillery

3-34th Artillery Battalion

Air

USAF (0-1E)(B-52 and P-37 and attack aircraft)
U.S. Army (UH-1D) (H-23)

Naval

Mobile Riverine Force

b. General: This report concurs with reference (b) with the follow-
ing noted exceptions.

Co Artillery Support.

(1) Artillery support was always timely and accurate. The con-
fidence of the Battalion Commander increased to where he maneuvered
his battalion within one hundred meters of friendly artillery. Second
Battalion did not experience short rounds during the deployment thus
helping to cement the confidence of the battalion in artillery support.

(2) The battalion planned its night defensive fires immediately
upon establishing its night position. Harrassing and interdiction fire
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requests were submitted along with defensive concentrations" The 
battalion commander preferred not to fire the defensive concentration 
With smoke unless he was' unsure of his position. Usually the battalion 
commander and the senior advisor were required to attend a briefing each 
afternoon while operating. Therefore while airborne enroute to the meet= 
ing,~'the battalion commander was abie to accurately fix his position 
thus eliminating this need to' fire the smoke rounds.. The senior advisor 
concurred with this decision. 

d. Air Support. 

(1) A.ttack Aircraft" Fixed w.ing aircraft were always available 
for beach preps and also on call in the event of contact. Sinee the 
assets in IV Corps Tactical Zone are very scarce" air asset requests 
must be submitted by nco the day before they are needed. As a result, 
we frequently had aircraft come on station but we had no tactical require­
ment. The result was a waste of ordnance .. 

(2) Helicopters. 

(a) Command and Control Ships. The total command and 
control assets included one UH-lD and two H~23helic6pterso The DR-lD 
was the Brigade Command and Control Ship while one H-2.3 went to the 
Navy until the boat to shore movement was completed.. We were able 
to obtain 'a command and control ship upon request but there were three 
battalion commanders and only. a maximum of two helicopters.. On a 
number of occasions the brigade commander sacrificed his command and 
control ship so that the battalion commander could go airborne to eval­
uate the situation and conduct a visual reconnaissance. 

(0) GunshiI2s. With the shortage of air assets we seldom 
had gunships during our riverine movements. The need for such is discussed 
later. 

(c) Airmobile Assets. Once again the present shortage 
of air assets did not allow us to utilize airmobile assets o Second 
Battalion had a company ,of helicopters in support on only one operationo 
This also will be discussed later. 

(d) Air Ob~er~er Ai~~~~ft •. Both O-lE and UH":.,lD aircraft 
were available tor aerial observation. Both were used for artillery and 
air strike adjustment. Both proved very satisfactoryo 

e. Naval Support.. Naval support was outstanding in all aspects. 
The battalion was provided with. two assault support patrol boats, 
twelve armored troop carriers, one command and communications boat, 
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requests were submitted along with defensive concentrations. The
battalion commander preferred not to fire the defensive concentration
with smoke unless he was unsure of his position. Usually the battalion
commander and the senior advisor were required to attend a briefing each
afternoon while operating. Therefore while airborne enroute to the meet-

ing, the battalion commander was able to accurately fix his position
thus eliminating this need to fire the smoke rounds. The senior advisor
concurred with this decision.

d. Air Support.

(1) Attack Aircraft. Fixed wing aircraft were always available
for beach preps and also on call in the event of contact. Since the
assets in IV Corps Tactical Zone are very scarce, air asset requests
must be submitted by 1100 the day before they are needed. As a result,
we frequently had aircraft come on station but we had no tactical require-
ment. The result was a waste of ordnance.

(2) Helicopters.

(a) Command and Control Ships. The total command and
control assets included one UH-1D and two H-23 helicopters. The UH-1D
was the Brigade Command and Control Ship while one H-23 went to the
Navy until the boat to shore movement was completed. We were able
to obtain a command and control ship upon request but there were three
battalion commanders and only a maximum of two helicopters. On a
number of occasions the brigade commander sacrificed his command and
control ship so that the battalion commander could go airborne to eval-
uate the situation and conduct a visual reconnaissance.

(b) Gunships. With the shortage of air assets we seldom
had gunships during our riverine movements. The need for such is discussed
later.

(c) Airmobile Assets. Once again the present shortage
of air assets did not allow us to utilize airmobile assets. Second
Battalion had a company of helicopters in support on only one operation.
This also will be discussed later.

(d) Air Observer Aircraft. Both O-1E and UH-1D aircraft
were available for aerial observation. Both were used for artillery and
air strike adjustment. Both proved very satisfactory.

e. Naval Support. Naval support was outstanding in all aspects.
The battalion was provided with two assault support patrol boats,
twelve armored troop carriers, one command and communications boat,
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one flame boat (zippo) and one monitor for all operationso A general. 
description of each boat type follows. 

(1) ASPB (Assault Patrol Boat). A small low slung patrol boat 
with a duaJ. e 50 caliber machine gun mount forward and either two .30 
caliber machine guns or two honeywell M-79 grenade launchers afto There 
is a 20mm mount on top of the wheel housee Top speed is 12 to 16 knots. 
This craft rides point for the column formatione It recone by fire both 
banks ahead of the formation and also sweeps for mines and wires along 
the banks of the waterways. We had two such boats in our River Divlsion. 

(2) Moni tor. Similar to the ASPB but much larger. Armament con­
sists of a 4Cmm gun mount forward with a CS (riot control agent) launcher 
mounted on top. Between the 40nun mount and amidship, an elm. mortar 
is mounted in a modified well deck. Aft, the boat has one 20mm mount and 
two 050 caliber mounts.. ' 

(3) Zippo 0 A modified mom tor with two flame throwers forward 
in place of the 4~ mount. The r1~e t~e is 160 seconds and the range 
is 250 meters. This is the most potent anti-ambush weapon in the for­
mation. 

(4) ATe (Armored Troop Carrier). A modified LCM-6 with 
four .30 caliber machine guns and two .50 caliber machine guns in the 
well deckc This is the troop carrier and handled fifty men with no 
problem. The armor makes this boat invulnerable to all small arms and 
57mm recoilless rifle fire. However this boat, as all others are 
completely vulnerable to :8-40 (RPG-2) and B-41 (RPG-7) rockets.. We had 
twelve such boats with each group of three called a section. Each section 
was responsible for the moveinent of one infantry companY. 

(5) CCB (Command and Control Boat). Also a modified monitor, 
with living spaces J.n place of the mortarpit. It is used as a control 
boat. By virtQe of .. its mission it contains an assortment of radios and 
antennas and thus i~.genera11y ~ti1ized as a relayatation~ 

s. Intelligence~ Reference (b) contains an extensi~ description of 
the intelligence sitUation. During our deployment eonditions were basic­
ally the same. Initially the terrain was drier but w.i.th the advent of 
the monsoons the area. became water-covered at all hoUrs. The increase in 
rain also resulted in an increas'e in fog and cloud cover and a cleere@.se 
in visibility. 

9. Mission: Mobile Riverine Force, in cooperation apd coordination with 
Second Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps, conduct~d r1 verine recon-in-force 
operations to locate, fix and destroy Main Force and Local Force Viet 
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one flame boat (zippo) and one monitor for all operations. A general
description of each boat type follows.

(1) ASPB (Assault Patrol Boat). A small low slung patrol boat
with a dual .50 caliber machine gun mount forward and either two .30
caliber machine guns or two honeywell M-79 grenade launchers aft. There
is a 20mm mount on top of the wheel house. Top speed is 12 to 16 knots.
This craft rides point for the column formation. It recons by fire both
banks ahead of the formation and also sweeps for mines and wires along
the banks of the waterways. We had two such boats in our River Division.

(2) Monitor. Similar to the ASPB but much larger. Armament con-
sists of a 40mm gun mount forward with a CS (riot control agent) launcher
mounted on top. Between the 40mm mount and amidship, an 81mm mortar
is mounted in a modified well deck. Aft, the boat has one 20mm mount and
two .50 caliber mounts.

(3) Zippo. A modified monitor with two flame throwers forward
in place of the 40mm mount. The flame time is 160 seconds and the range
is 250 meters. This is the most potent anti-ambush weapon in the for-
mation.

(4) ATC (Armored Troop Carrier). A modified LCM-6 with
four .30 caliber machine guns and two .50 caliber machine guns in the
well deck. This is the troop carrier and handled fifty men with no
problem. The armor makes this boat invulnerable to all small arms and
57mm recoilless rifle fire. However this boat, as all others are
completely vulnerable to B-40 (RPG-2) and B-41 (RPG-7) rockets. We had
twelve such boats with each group of three called a section. Each section
was responsible for the movement of one infantry company.

(5) CCB (Command and Control Boat). Also a modified monitor,
with living spaces in place of the mortarpit. It is used as a control
boat. By virtue of its mission it contains an assortment of radios and
antennas and thus is generally utilized as a relay station.

8. Intelligence: Reference (b) contains an extensive description of
the intelligence situation. During our deployment conditions were basic-
ally the same. Initially the terrain was drier but with the advent of
the monsoons the area became water-covered at all hours. The increase in
rain also resulted in an increase in fog and cloud cover and a decrease
in visibility.

9. Mission: Mobile Riverine Force, in cooperation and coordination with
Second Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps, conducted riverine recon-in-force
operations to locate, fix and destroy Main Force and Local Force Viet
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Cong battalions in DINH TUONG, KnN HOA, and VINH LONG Provinces. 

100 Concept of Operation: The Second Infantr,r Battalion was assigned 
to work in close cooperation· and coordination wi th the Mobile lii verine 
Force 0 All operations were initiated with a riverine movement and sub= 
sequent beach assaulto Generally two maneuver battalions were committed 
with one battalion held in a ready reaction statuso The Second Battalion 
was always one of the maneuver battalions. After th,e initial landings.\> 
future movements were dictated by the situation and recent intelligence" 
Operations were ,normal~ of two days duration with assigned boats pro= 
vi~ing all transportation. 

110 Execution~ 

a o General 0 On 17 April 1968 the Second Battalion was detached 
from Task Force B, a two battalion Vietnamese Marine task forceo At 
17<1715 April 19M the battalion moved by motor convoy from CAN THO 
to DONG TAM, arriving at 171600 April 19680 The battalion was met 
by representatives of the DONG TAM Base and also the staff of the 
Second Infantry Brigade:l 9th Infantry Divisiono A living area was 
established with the battalion command post located at IS 429429. 
During the following deployment the battalion conducted seven operatioDSo 
Each operation was followed by a "stand-down" period in which the battalion 
dri~d out and prepared for the subsequent operations. The living area 

'was not a base or rear area as it was outside of the OONG TAM Base o 

As a result this necessitated the removal of all equipment from the area 
each t,;ime the battalion deployed. Consequently a small rear area was 
established within the DONG TAM Baseo This area was used for vehi~le 
storage and also housed a small contingent of men used to fulfill 
rear echelon requirements.. A beach area was established near the living 
area to be used for both onloading and offloadingo The proximity of this 
loading point facilitated movement and coordination. On 9 May 1965 
we were detached from the Mobile Riverine Force with orders to r-eturn 
to SAlGONo 

b. 171600=192400 April. The battalion arrived at the DONG TAM Base 
and immediately commenced preparing for its deploymento A living area 
was established and initial liaison was effected.. On 18 April Brigadier 
General KNOWLTON.!> Assistant Division Commander [j United States, ,9th 
Infantry Division, welcomed the Second Battalion to the ~fubi1e Riverine 
Force. Following his address, the battalion conducted a mock operation 
in grid XS,')S40. The purpose of the operation was tb acquaint the 
battalion with the boats and also allow them to observe the fire support 
capability of the boat division. The training was very successful and 
all hands seemed anxious for the first operation .. One man was lightly 
wounded from a pungi stake while training. On 19 April the battalion 
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Cong battalions in DINH TUONG, KIEN HOA, and VINH LONG Provinces.

10. Concept of Operation: The Second Infantry Battalion was assigned
to work in close cooperation and coordination with the Mobile iverine
Force. All operations were initiated with a riverine movement and sub-
sequent beach assault. Generally two maneuver battalions were committed
with one battalion held in a ready reaction status. The Second Battalion
was always one of the maneuver battalions. After the initial landings,
future movements were dictated by the situation and recent intelligence.
Operations were normally of two days duration with assigned boats pro-
viding all transportation.

11. Execution:

a. General. On 17 April 1968 the Second Battalion was detached
from Task Force B, a two battalion Vietnamese Marine task force. At
170715 April 1968 the battalion moved by motor convoy from CAN THO
to DONG TAM, arriving at 171600 April 1968. The battalion was met
by representatives of the DONG TAM Base and also the staff of the
Second Infantry Brigade, 9th Infantry Division. A living area was
established with the battalion command post located at XS 429429.
During the following deployment the battalion conducted seven operations.
Each operation was followed by a "stand-down" period in which the battalion
dried out and prepared for the subsequent operations. The living area
was not a base or rear area as it was outside of the DONG TAM Base.
As a result this necessitated the removal of all equipment from the area
each time the battalion deployed. Consequently a small rear area was
established within the DONG TAM Base. This area was used for vehicle
storage and also housed a small contingent of men used to fulfill
rear echelon requirements. A beach area was established near the living
area to be used for both onloading and offloading. The proximity of this
loading point facilitated movement and coordination. On 9 May 1968
we were detached from the Mobile Riverine Force with orders to return
to SAIGON.

b. 171600-192400 April. The battalion arrived at the DONG TAM Base
and immediately commenced preparing for its deployment. A living area
was established and initial liaison was effected. On 18 April Brigadier
General KNOWLTON, Assistant Division Commander, United States, 9th
Infantry Division, welcomed the Second Battalion to the Mobile Riverine
Force. Following his address, the battalion conducted a mock operation
in grid XS. 3840. The purpose of the operation was to acquaint the
battalion with the boats and also allow them to observe the fire support
capability of the boat division. The training was very successful and
all hands seemed anxious for the first operation. One man was lightly
wounded from a pungi stake while training. On 19 April the battalion
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prepared for its first operat..lon on 20 April. During this period four 
Marines were llJIAo One from the pungi stake as noted above and three from 
booby traps in the living area. 

Co 2129200=201500 April. 'fhe Jl.lobile Riverine Force coilducted a two 
battalion ri.verine operation in northern HAM LONG District,-northern KIEN 
HOA Pro\>J.nce to finds fix and <'Iefltroy local Viet Cong unitso - At Cf/35, the 
Second Battalion landed at RED BEACHES 1 and 2. The battalion swept south 
~nitiallyg then west and finally northwest to the point of extraction. At 
1000 the lead element s made contact with an estimated Viet GOng squad in 
vicinitys XS454402. Negative results. At 1230 the battalion found one 
bangalore torpedo, two hundred meters of communications electrical wire, 
nine 82rrun. mortar rounds and one GeIman made .50 caliber tripod at XS449395. 
A case of iced beer was also captured and immediately consumed. The mortar 
rour.ds were destroyed. At 1400 the battalion backloaded vicinity XS44.3400 
and returood to base area. See enclosure (1). 

d. 210J00=211530 April_ The Mobile Riverine Force conducted a two 
battalion riverine operation in northern VINH LONG Province to find and 
destroy Viet Gong uru.ts in the area and also to thoroughly question the 
civilian populatiouu Detainees were encouraged. At 0835 two companies 
were-landed at Red beach 1 and two companies at Red beach 2. All companies 
proceed southeast initially. At 1100 a frag order was received sending 
the two southern oom:ranies five hundred meters to the south ani then back 
to the ,vest to extract at XS097395. The northern companies continued southeast to 
XS 097395 8 t~en moved north and e~tracted vicinity IS 0924l4~ All units back_ 
loaded at 1400. A bounedng betty mine vas struck by a boat at the southern oeach~ 
Nega't"ive i:iasualties ·and-negative damage to the boat resulted. A totaJ. of t,,_ent~ 
one suspects were detained. Two suspects were later evaluated as Viet Cong. After 
ba.ckloaded the(b~ttalion moved to IS 039361 and establiShed a night position. 
See Enclosure 2). 

e. 230530=241400 April. Tne Mobile Riverine Force conducted riverine 
reconnaissance in force operations in GIAO DUe District, DINH TUONG Province 
to locate,jl fix and destroy elements of the Viet Gong 502 Main Force Battalion 
and other enemy in zone. See enclosure (3). 

The battalion loaded at 230330 and proceeded to RED BEACHES 1 and 2. 
These companies were landed at 0010 with negative contacte At 0825 the 
re~erve company was landed and the battalion ccmmenced sweeping north on 
both sides of the waterway. Since the ground troops were occupying and, 
'sweeping both bar~s of the river~ our boats remained with the battalion 
to support by fire if needed. 

The troops and boats proceeded north with negative contact. At WS:939413 
the boats were stopped by a destroyed bridge. Tte troops continued while 
the boats 'waited for the tide to rise. While waiting, preparations were 
made to completely destroy the bridge thus making it passable at all tides. 
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prepared for its first operation on 20 April. During this period four
Marines were WIA. One from the pungi stake as noted above and three from
booby traps in the living area.

200500-201500 April. The Mobile Riverine Force conducted a two
battalion riverine operation in northern HAM LONG District, northern KIEN
HOA Province to find, fix and destroy local Viet Cong units. At 0735, the
Second Battalion landed at RED BEACHES 1 and 2. The battalion swept south
initially, then west and finally northwest to the point of extraction. At
1000 the lead elements made contact with an estimated Viet Cong squad in

vicinity, XS454402. Negative results. At 1230 the battalion found one
bangalore torpedo, two hundred meters of communications electrical wire,
nine 82mm mortar rounds and one German made .50 caliber tripod at XS449395.
A case of iced beer was also captured and immediately consumed. The mortar
rounds were destroyed. At 1400 the battalion backloaded vicinity XS443408
and returned to base area. See enclosure (1).

d. 210300-211530 April. The Mobile Riverine Force conducted a two
battalion riverine operation in northern VINH LONG Province to find and
destroy Viet Cong units in the area and also to thoroughly question the
civilian population. Detainees were encouraged. At 0835 two companies
were landed at Red beach 1 and two companies at Red beach 2. All companies
proceed southeast initially. At 1100 a frag order was received sending
the two southern companies five hundred meters to the south and then back
to the west to extract at XS097395. The northern companies continued southeast to
XS 097395, then moved north and extracted vicinity XS 092414. All units back
loaded at 1400. A bouncing betty mine was struck by a boat at the southern beach.
Negative casualties and negative damage to the boat resulted. A total of twenty
one suspects were detained. Two suspects were later evaluated as Viet Cong. After
backloaded the battalion moved to XS 039361 and established a night position.
See Enclosure (2).

e. 230530-241400 April. The Mobile Riverine Force conducted riverine
reconnaissance in force operations in GIAO DUC District, DINH TUONG Province
to locate, fix and destroy elements of the Viet Cong 502 Main Force Battalion
and other enemy in zone. See enclosure (3).

The battalion loaded at 230330 and proceeded to RED BEACHES 1 and 2.
These companies were landed at 0810 with negative contact. At 0825 the
reserve company was landed and the battalion commenced sweeping north on
both sides of the waterway. Since the ground troops were occupying and
sweeping both banks of the river, our boats remained with the battalion
to support by fire if needed.

The troops and boats proceeded north with negative contact. At WS939413
the boats were stopped by a destroyed bridge. The troops continued while
the boats waited for the tide to rise. While waiting, preparations were
made to completely destroy the bridge thus making it passable at all tides.
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At 0950 contact was made with an estimated Viet Cong company in vicinity 
WS9434l5. Artillery was immediatelY called in and the troops continued to 
adv~ce. The battalion was receiving light to moderate small arms~ automatic 
weapons and B-40 fire. 

Contact slackened after considerable artillery fire. However as the 
troops attempted to move forward they started taking heavy fire from the 
treeline WS948414. At this point the battalion commander maneuvered the 
two northern companies to cross the RACH AP TUAT at WS945417 and assault 
the enemy from the flank. This maneuver was executed quickly and one 
platoon crossed before the enemy was aware of the maneuver. However the 
Viet Gong soon opened fired on crossing elements thus isolating one 
platoon. This platoon found itself facing an entrenched enemy. The 
platoon commander was seriouslY wounded by a machine gun position. The 
remainder of the platoon pushed on, overrunning the position. From the 
pressure exerted qy this platoon the enemy was forced to fignt a with­
drawing action. Soon t~e remainder of the two companies commenced crossing 
the river. 

At 1300 the battalio~1 commander went airborne in a UH-ID. While air­
borne extensive artillery and two fixed wing airstrikes were called in~ 
The two southern cornp:l.nies were still unable to "1Ove because of heDvy fire 
from the aforementioned tree:U.ne. At 1430 our command and control ship 
was forced to refuel. While one hundred :teet airborne an engine stopped 
and the helicopter executed a somewhat exciting landing near VINH LONG. 
This necessitated a delay as we had to wait for another helicopter. 

In the battalion commander IS absence the battalion S-3 moved with 
the Zippo and Monitor across the destroyed bridge and in the vicinity of 
WS944416. Using the boats to provide fire support, the lead units tried 
to move forwardo The two boats took heavy automatic weapons fire~ One 
boat received a B-40 hit resulting in four United States Nav,r WIA o 

At 1600 the Battalion COl1ul1ander returned to tht. Area of Operaticlno 
Interrogated civilians revealed that a 300 man Viet Cong unit was in the 
treeline. The artillery continued. The battal:lon COriunander used the 
Monitor once again to go to the front in order to survey the situation .. 
We directed 8lmm mortar fire from the boats into the treeline. The troops 
pushed forward again. ~{e suffered fifteen WI! in a ten minute periodo 

During this period of contact the two U. S. battalions were maneuvering 
to completely encircle the enemy. The 3-47 battalion closed the southern 
avenues of withdrawal and the 4-47 battalion moved in from the east and 
northeast. The 4-47 reported light contact. 

Our northern companies saw Viet Cong fleeing across an open rice paddy 
in the direction of the U. S. forces. Gunships were requested and controlled 
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At 0950 contact was made with an estimated Viet Cong company in vicinity
WS943415. Artillery was immediately called in and the troops continued to
advance. The battalion was receiving light to moderate small arms, automatic
weapons and B-40 fire.

Contact slackened after considerable artillery fire. However as the
troops attempted to move forward they started taking heavy fire from the
treeline WS948414. At this point the battalion commander maneuvered the
two northern companies to cross the RACH AP TUAT at WS945417 and assault
the enemy from the flank. This maneuver was executed quickly and one
platoon crossed before the enemy was aware of the maneuver. However the
Viet Cong soon opened fired on crossing elements thus isolating one
platoon. This platoon found itself facing an entrenched enemy. The
platoon commander was seriously wounded by a machine gun position. The
remainder of the platoon pushed on, overrunning the position. From the
pressure exerted by this platoon the enemy was forced to fight a with-
drawing action. Soon the remainder of the two companies commenced crossing
the river.

At 1300 the battalion commander went airborne in a UH-1D. While air-
borne extensive artillery and two fixed wing airstrikes were called in.
The two southern companies were still unable to move because of heavy fire
from the aforementioned treeline. At 1430 our command and control ship
was forced to refuel. While one hundred feet airborne an engine stopped
and the helicopter executed a somewhat exciting landing near VINH LONG.
This necessitated a delay as we had to wait for another helicopter.

In the battalion commander's absence the battalion S-3 moved with
the Zippo and Monitor across the destroyed bridge and in the vicinity of
WS944416. Using the boats to provide fire support, the lead units tried
to move forward. The two boats took heavy automatic weapons fire. One
boat received a B-40 hit resulting in four United States Navy WIA.

At 1600 the Battalion Commander returned to the Area of Operation.
Interrogated civilians revealed that a 300 man Viet Cong unit was in the
treeline. The artillery continued. The battalion commander used the
Monitor once again to go to the front in order to survey the situation.
We directed 81mm mortar fire from the boats into the treeline. The troops
pushed forward again. We suffered fifteen WIA in a ten minute period.

During this period of contact the two U. S. battalions were maneuvering
to completely encircle the enemy. The 3-47 battalion closed the southern
avenues of withdrawal and the 4-47 battalion moved in from the east and
northeast. The 4-47 reported light contact.

Our northern companies saw Viet Cong fleeing across an open rice paddy
in the direction of the U. S. forces. Gunships were requested and controlled

CONFIDENTIAL

7

CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDE~TIAL 
DEB:rjy 
.3480 

by the U.S. and airborne assessment revealed ten Viet Gong killed. 
The artillery airborne observer also observed fU'U!en -to twenty 
bodies from the .3000 rounds called in during the day. 

Contact continued until approximately 2100. We requested an 
emergency ammunition resupply at 1800. At 2100 the last fixed wing air­
strike was completed. The planes had received macliine gun firaon 
passes. At 2145H we received two helicopterS)rties with our resupply. 
The boats were fbrced to return to the VINH LONG river and fire support 
base at 1700 because of the falling tide.. Two companies were located 
at WS 947417 and two companies at WS 940417 during the night. Results 
for the day were fifteen Viet Cong killed and four weapons captured. 

At 2403.30 three Viet Gong ina sampan attempted to pass an outpost 
at WS 9.38417. They were taken under fire with two Viet Gong killed. 
At 0730 the battalion swept .the battle area findinK.only WO rounds 
of M-60 ammunition. Civilians said that the Viet Cong had suffered 
heavy casual ties and had withdrawn to the north. 

At 1100 the battalion commenced moving to the backloading point. 
At 1245H the boats arrived just south of the destroyed bridge. At 
1246H flank elements received small arms and automatic weapons fire 
vicinityWS'940415. The platoon immediateiy assaulted the estimated 
Viet Gong squad and killed three Viet Cong and captured one weapon. 
The battalion backloaded and th€lTI returned to base area XS 429429. 
Results of the operation were as follows: 

KIA 
T 

VNMC 

WIA 
40 

Weapons Captured: 

1 BAR~ U.S. 

KIA 
20 

VCINVA 

vea 
-0 

vas 
-0 

2 Assault- Rille, Soviet, AK-47 
1 Carbine; Soviet, 7.62mm, SKS w/bayonet 
1 Carbine, U.S., M-2 

Equipment Captured/Destr.oyed: 

4 Magazines~ U9 S. Carbine 
600 Rounds, U .. S. 7.62mm Amm1.Ul.ition 
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by the U.S. and airborne assessment revealed ten Viet Cong killed.
The artillery airborne observer also observed fifteen to twenty
bodies from the 3000 rounds called in during the day.

Contact continued until approximately 2100. We requested an

emergency ammunition resupply at 1800. At 2100 the last fixed wing air-
strike was completed. The planes had received machine gun fire on
passes. At 2145H we received two helicopter sorties with our resupply.
The boats were forced to return to the VINH LONG river and fire support
base at 1700 because of the falling tide. Two companies were located
at WS 947417 and two companies at WS 940417 during the night. Results
for the day were fifteen Viet Cong killed and four weapons captured.

At 240330 three Viet Cong in a sampan attempted to pass an outpost
at WS 938417. They were taken under fire with two Viet Cong killed.
At 0730 the battalion swept the battle area finding only 600 rounds
of M-60 ammunition. Civilians said that the Viet Cong had suffered
heavy casualties and had withdrawn to the north.

At 1100 the battalion commenced moving to the backloading point.
At 1245H the boats arrived just south of the destroyed bridge. At
1246H flank elements received small arms and automatic weapons fire
vicinity WS 940415. The platoon immediately assaulted the estimated
Viet Cong squad and killed three Viet Cong and captured one weapon.
The battalion backloaded and then returned to base area XS 429429.
Results of the operation were as follows:

VC/NVAVNMC

VCSVCCKIAWIAKIA
40 20 o3 o

Weapons Captured:

1 BAR, U.S.
2 Assault Rifle, Soviet, AK-47
1 Carbine, Soviet, 7.62mm, SKS w/bayonet
1 Carbine, U.S., M-2

Equipment Captured/Destroyed:

4 Magazines, U. S. Carbine
600 Rounds, U.S. 7.62mm Ammunition
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f •. 270330-291300 April2 The Mobile Riverine Force conducted 
riVerine ~ecorinaissance in force operations in the~CAI BE and CAl LAY 
Districts; central DINH WONG Province, to locate, tiX and destroy 
elements of the Viet Cong 514th.Hain Force Battalion and CAl LAY 0 

At 0330, 27 AprUthe Second Battalion loaded and commenced 
movement to "SNOOPY's NOSEtt. At 0755 three companies landed on 
RED BEACHIS 2-4.' There was negative contact. The reserve company 
was landed and the. battalion swept north along the east bank of the 
canal. The boats stayed with the battalion» reconnoitering the 
west bank by fire. The battalion swept north to XS 195455 with 
negative contact. A night position was established with two companies 
on either side of the canal and with our boats providing flank and 
water security. See enclosure (4). 

~ 

At 07001 28 April the battalion backloaded from night position and 
proceeded to vicinity RED BEACHES5 and 60 See enclosure (5). At 
1040 the battalion landed slightly east of designated beaches. The 
battalioll swept north and then west to arriVe at night position 
XS .315431. Three Marirles were lightly wou:nded by a friendly M-79 
while proceeding to the beach area. Two suspects were detained 
vicinity XS 315451. 

After landing the landing force, our boats returned to the MY '!HO 
River. When enroute the boats ambushed vicinity XS 32943.3 and received 
small arms, automatic weapons, B-40 rocket, Bud 75mm recoilless rifle 
fire. Four boats were hit resulting ill eleven United States Navy 
wounded. The boats returned fire and the Zippo throughly burned the 
area 0 Negative enemy assessment. 

As a point of interest, all three boat divisions were ambushed on 
this day.. Two divisions were empty and one division had troops aboard 0 

At 0800, 29 April the battalion continued to ,sweep"irest for an 
additional one thousand meters. The battalion then swept southeast 
to vicinity XS 314420. At this point extract:ion was completed by 
1400. The battalion the:n returned to base area at XS 429429. There 
was :negative contact'during the day. One Marine was wounded from 
a pungi stake and required DUSTOFF at 0940. 

go 020100-04110 May 1968.. Mobile Riverine Force conducted . 
riverine reconnaiSsance in force operations in GIONG TROM District~ 
KIEM HOA Province; to locate,fix and destroy the VietGo:ng 5l6th 
and 560th Local Force Battalio:ns a.nd other enemy elements in zoneo 
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f. 270330-291300 April: The Mobile Riverine Force conducted
riverine reconnaissance in force operations in the CAI BE and CAI LAY
Districts, central DINH TUONG Province, to locate, fix and destroy
elements of the Viet Cong 514th Main Force Battalion and CAI LAY,

At 0330, 27 April the Second Battalion loaded and commenced
movement to "SNOOPY's NOSE". At 0755 three companies landed on
RED BEACHES 2-4. There was negative contact. The reserve company
was landed and the battalion swept north along the east bank of the

canal. The boats stayed with the battalion, reconnoitering the
west bank by fire. The battalion swept north to XS 195455 with
negative contact. A night position was established with two companies
on either side of the canal and with our boats providing flank and
water security. See enclosure (4).

At 0700, 28 April the battalion backloaded from night position and
proceeded to vicinity RED BEACHES 5 and 6. See enclosure (5). At
1040 the battalion landed slightly east of designated beaches. The
battalion swept north and then west to arrive at night position
XS 315431. Three Marines were lightly wounded by a friendly M-79
while proceeding to the beach area. Two suspects were detained
vicinity XS 315451.

After landing the landing force, our boats returned to the MY THO
River. When enroute the boats ambushed vicinity XS 329413 and received
small arms, automatic weapons, B-40 rocket, and 75mm recoilless rifle
fire. Four boats were hit resulting in eleven United States Navy
wounded. The boats returned fire and the Zippo throughly burned the
area. Negative enemy assessment.

As a point of interest, all three boat divisions were ambushed on
this day. Two divisions were empty and one division had troops aboard.

At 0800, 29 April the battalion continued to sweep west for an
additional one thousand meters. The battalion then swept southeast
to vicinity XS 314420. At this point extraction was completed by
1400. The battalion then returned to base area at XS 429429. There
was negative contact during the day. One Marine was wounded from
a pungi stake and required DUSTOFF at 0940.

g. 020100-04110 May 1968. Mobile Riverine Force conducted
riverine reconnaissance in force operations in GIONG TROM District,
KIEM HOA Province, to locate, fix and destroy the Viet Cong 516th
and 560th Local Force Battalions and other enemy elements in zone.
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At 0800 the battalion landed at IS 594254 in lieu of prescribed 
beaches due to UoS. naval error. Thus the troops swept south to 
vicinity RED BEACH 2 and then northwest. See enclosure (6). 

Progress was very slow because of terrain. Negative enemy 
resistance wa~ encountered. Night position XS 563254. 

At 08001) .3 May the battalion continued north and then northeast 
to extract at IS 570271. At 1130 one rear guard platoon had a light 
contact resulting in one Viet Gong killed and two suspects detained. 
A company sized base camp was discovered and destroyed atXS 5762600 
The battalion extracted at .1300 and moved to :IS 484299 for night location. 

At 0615, 4 May the battalion loaded and returned to DONG TAM 
area. All units returned to DONG TAM because of situation in SAlOON 
and MY THO. The second Battalion arrived base area at 1100. Night 
locationXS 429429. 

ho 070030",", 091300 May - Mobile Riverine Force conducted riverine 
reconnaissance in force operations in GIAO OOCDistrict, DINH 'lUONG 
Province to locate~ fix and destroy rear service elements MR II 
Headquarters, 502na iMB and local guerrillas. 

At 0030 on 7 May the battalion loaded and moved to its area of 
operations~ landing one cOMpaJlY on each of RED BEACHES 2 and 3. The 
battalion then conducted an eagle float to vicinity_ Checkpoint 1/82. 
The entire battalion was backloaded at Checkpoint' #8? and then landed 
at Checkpoint 1/28,. With two companies ()u each side of the stream the 
battalion swept to vicinity Objeotive 176. At this point the 
battalion was extracted. See enclosure (1). 

While conducting the eagle float the battalion uncovered and 
destroyed an aid station at IS 918434. Assorted medical supplies, 
eleVen grenades, tenAK-47 magazines (f\111)" two packs" and two 
mosquito nets were captured.A.t XS 937404 two Viet Congwere 
captured with one Chinese 7.62mm bolt action rifle. 

At 1500 the battalion was extracted and moved to night location 
IS 040340. One Marine was wounded (Non-hostile action) and medevaced 
to VINH LONG. Later that night he died. 

At 0802)0 the battalion received word to load immediatly. At 0330 
the battalion was underway- for an area of operation sou.th of MY THO. 
Overlays were distributed while enro\1te. 
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At 0800 the battalion landed at XS 594254 in lieu of prescribed
beaches due to U.S. naval error. Thus the troops swept south to
vicinity RED BEACH 2 and then northwest. See enclosure (6).

Progress was very slow because of terrain. Negative enemy
resistance was encountered. Night position XS 563254.

At 0800, 3 May the battalion continued north and then northeast
extract at XS 570271. At 1130 one rear guard platoon had a lightto

contact resulting in one Viet Cong killed and two suspects detained.
A company sized base camp was discovered and destroyed at XS 576260.
The battalion extracted at 1300 and moved to XS 484299 for night location.

At 0615, 4 May the battalion loaded and returned to DONG TAM
area. All units returned to DONG TAM because of situation in SAIGON
and MY THO. The Second Battalion arrived base area at 1100. Night
location XS 429429.

h. 070030 091300 May - Mobile Riverine Force conducted riverine
reconnaissance in force operations in GIAO DUC District, DINH TUONG
Province to locate, fix and destroy rear service elements MR II
Headquarters, 502na PMB and local guerrillas.

At 0030 on 7 May the battalion loaded and moved to its area of
operations, landing one company on each of RED BEACHES 2 and 3. The
battalion then conducted an eagle float to vicinity Checkpoint #82.
The entire battalion was backloaded at Checkpoint #82 and then landed
at Checkpoint #28. With two companies on each side of the stream the
battalion swept to vicinity Objective #76. At this point the

battalion was extracted. See enclosure (7).

While conducting the eagle float the battalion uncovered and
destroyed an aid station at XS 918434. Assorted medical supplies,
eleven grenades, ten AK-47 magazines (full), two packs, and two
mosquito nets were captured. At XS 937404 two Viet Cong were
captured with one Chinese 7.62mm bolt action rifle.

At 1500 the battalion was extracted and moved to night location
XS 040340. One Marine was wounded (Non-hostile action) and mede vaced
to VINH LONG. Later that night he died.

At 080230 the battalion received word to load immediatly. At 0330
the battalion was underway for an area of operation south of MY THO.
Overlays were distributed while enroute.
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On 7 May elements of the 7th Infantry Division,» ARVN, had been 
badly defeated North of BEN TRE. The Mobil.El Riverin~force was 
ordered to proceed to the area. generaliyknown as ItthILcrossroads",» 

, to locate 1 .fix and destroy elements of the Viet Cong 516th Main 
Force Battalion. 

At 0925 the battalion landed at RED BEACHES 1 and 2 and swept to 
the Northwest. There were fresh signs_of enemy activity but negative 
contact. -At 1500 the battalion made visual contact with 7th Infantry 
Division» ARVN, elements ftGlli!l,g from the South. The ARVN unit_held 
until the Second Battalion moved into the area of the previous day's 
contact 0 The ARVN unit then physically linked with· the Marines and 
thirty-five 7th Infantry Division soldiers MIA were found and extracted 
by truck. All bodies were KIA,. At 1900 an outpost received sniper 
fire resulting in one Marine Wouuded. The wounded Marine was medevaced 
to USS COI.I.ErON "1y helicopter. Night location was IS 537353. 
See enclosure (8) 0 

At 0900)0 the battalion received word it was to return to SAIGON 
- immediately. Therefore at 0700 the battalion retraced itt s steps of 

8 May, and backloaded at 1000.The battalion arrived DONG TAM base 
area 1300 and commenced making preparations for return_to SAIGON. 
At 1730 Vietnamese trucks arriVed and battalion1!l.Glved toXS 464438 for 
the night. This effected detachment from the Mobile Riverine Force. 

12. Results: 

a. Casualties. 

VNMG 

KIA WI! 
T- 179 

(1 NHA) (4 NHA,) 

bo Weapons Captured: 

KIA 
2I 

1 BARjI U.S., .30 Caliber 

VC!NVA 

vee 
T 

vcs 
2],. 

2 Assault Rifle, Soviet, 7 .62wn~ .A.K-47 
1 RUle" eHICOM, Bolt Ac tion, 70 62mm 
I Carbine; U.S., ~30 Caliber, 11=2 
1 Carbine~ Soviet, 7.62mm, $3 w/bayonet 
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On 7 May elements of the 7th Infantry Division, ARVN, had been
badly defeated North of BEN TRE. The Mobile Riverine Force was
ordered to proceed to the area generally known as "the crossroads",
to locate, fix and destroy elements of the Viet Cong 516th Main
Force Battalion.

At 0925 the battalion landed at RED BEACHES 1 and 2 and swept to
the Northwest. There were fresh signs of enemy activity but negative
contact. At 1500 the battalion made visual contact with 7th Infantry
Division, ARVN, elements moving from the South. The ARVN unit held
until the Second Battalion moved into the area of the previous day's
contact. The ARVN unit then physically linked with the Marines and
thirty-five 7th Infantry Division soldiers MIA were found and extracted
by truck. All bodies were KIA. At 1900 an outpost received sniper
fire resulting in one Marine wounded. The wounded Marine was medevaced
to USS COLLETON by helicopter. Night location was XS 537353.
See enclosure (8).

At 090030 the battalion received word it was to return to SAIGON
immediately. Therefore at 0700 the battalion retraced it's steps of
8 May, and backloaded at 1000. The battalion arrived DONG TAM base
area 1300 and commenced making preparations for return to SAIGON.
At 1730 Vietnamese trucks arrived and battalion moved to XS 464438 for
the night. This effected detachment from the Mobile Riverine Force.

12. Results:

a. Casualties.

VC/NVAVNMC

KIA VCC VCSWIA KIA
4 749 2121

(1 NHA) (4 NHA)

b. Weapons Captured:

1 BAR, U.S., .30 Caliber
2 Assault Rifle, Soviet, 7.62mm, AK-47
1 Rifle, CHICOM, Bolt Action, 7.62mm
1 Carbine, U.S., .30 Caliber, M-2
1 Carbine, Soviet, 7.62mm, SKS w/bayonet
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Co Equipment Captured/De stroyed: 

11 Hand Grenades 
9 82mm. Mortar Rounds 
1 Bangalore Torpedo 

200 'Eleotrical Wire (Meters) 
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1 Tripod, German, .50 Calibel" Machine GuR 
10 MagaziRes,AK-47 (~) 
4 Magazines, U .,S., Carbine (Full) 
2 ,Packs 
2 Mosquito 

600 M-60 AmmuaitioR 
1 Aid Statioa 
1 Company Base Camp 

130 Administrative Mattel"s: 

ao Supply 0 

(1) Reference (b) should be l"eviewed to FlOte the 
variations in supply9 

(2) The Second Battalion was to receive its entire supply 
from the MY THO Area Logistics ,Command. SiRee the 7th Infantry 
Division, ARVN, is now armed with the M-16 rifles Bad M~60 machiRe 
guns there were no prob1em~. Sandbags were requested from the 
roNG TAM Base i.mm.ediatly upon arrival. However they were not 
provided until 6 Hay, thus they were never utilized .. 

0) The battalion had 12 Armor Troop Carrier boats and 
each of these carried a considerable amount of ~-79, M-16 and 
M ... 60 ammunition; As a result the battalion placed its en'tire 
ammunition resupply on 'the LST. In case, of emergency the 
battalion 'could USv the ~i~ioti 'from the boats. 'If the' boats 
were not available )then'helicopters could bring in a,resupply from 
the LST. During the deplo~ent only one ammunition resupply 
was required and this was provided by the LST. 

-

(4) The battalion had to maintain a resupply capability 
in two distinct areas; rear camp and the LST. A .fifteen man unit was 
placed om. the LST to control all resupply. Also a fifteen man de .. 
tachment was left at the rear area to' cotltro~ resupply from MY 'IHO 
A.LC~ Resupply was effected very-weU •. The battalion usually carried 
two days of food on its back. Thus air resupply was only needed on 
two occasions. On 29 April a two day resupply was requested and 
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C. Equipment Captured/Destroyed:

11 Hand Grenades
9 82mm Mortar Rounds
1 Bangalore Torpedo

200 Electrical Wire (Meters)
1 Tripod, German, .50 Caliber Machine Gun

10 Magazines, AK-47 (Full)
4 Magazines, U.S., Carbine (Full)
2 Packs
2 Mosquito

600 M-60 Ammunition
1 Aid Station
1 Company Base Camp

13. Administrative Matters:

a. Supply.

(1) Reference (b) should be reviewed to note the
variations in supply.

(2) The Second Battalion was to receive its entire supply
from the MY THO Area Logistics Command. Since the 7th Infantry
Division, ARVN, is now armed with the M-16 rifles and M-60 machine
guns there were no problems. Sandbags were requested from the
DONG TAM Base immediatly upon arrival. However they were not

provided until 6 May, thus they were never utilized.

(3) The battalion had 12 Armor Troop Carrier boats and
each of these carried a considerable amount of M-79, M-16 and
M-60 ammunition. As a result the battalion placed its entire
ammunition resupply on the LST. In case of emergency the
battalion could use the ammunition from the boats. If the boats
were not available then helicopters could bring in a resupply from
the LST. During the deployment only one ammunition resupply
was required and this was provided by the LST.

(4) The battalion had to maintain a resupply capability
in two distinct areas; rear camp and the LST. A fifteen man unit was
placed on the LST to control all resupply. Also a fifteen man de-
tachment was left at the rear area to control resupply from MY THO
ALC. Resupply was effected very well. The battalion usually carried
two days of food on its back. Thus air resupply was only needed on
two occasions. On 29 April a two day resupply was requested and
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provided. On 8 May the MobUe Riverine Force could not meet the 
resupply requirement. The request had been' submitted on 6 May 
yet due to lack of proper staff functioning, the 8-4 could not 
get the food to the field. 

(5) The battalion carried 8lmm lOOrtars and ammunition, 
and claymores at all times. There was no need to request a night 
ki to It is felt that our request for night kits would have only 
made an unsatisfactory situation worse. The battalion placed 
a very small logistical burden on the Mobile Riverine Force, but 
it appeared to be more than they could handle. 

(6) Gas masks were requested and delivered from SAIGON. 

" 

We had the gas masks for the last operation only. The boats desire 
~o be able to use gas at any time but especially when caught in an 
ambush. There is no desire on the partor the Mobile Riverine Force 
to use gas in an air drop , but only from the boats • As a re suIt, 
the gas masks were carried while in transit and if not needed were 
left on the boats 'while walking. 

(7) The Marines proved themselves extremely capable of 
conducting Delta operations. Even though they carried everything 
on their back, they had no problem covering assigned ground and 
completing assigned missions. 

b. Communications. 

(1) Communications was excellent on paper. However, in 
practice it was unsatisfactory. Because of heavy vega,tation radio 
signals were often considerably curtailed. Long antennas were next 
to impossible with the undergrowth. 

(2) The positioning of the CCB is the most import factor 
concerning good communicatioIls. It mus.t be positioned se tlS to have 
good contact with the field unit.~ Too often the boats were instructed 
to return to the fire support base only to find that they had no 
communications with the field unit. 

(3) Each ATC carried extra AN/PRC-25 radios. This proved 
very helpfUl for the advisors as we had one radio go completely 
bad after a shorts~ The boats were happy to provide a new 
radio until the deficient one could be repaired or replacedo 

(4) The battalion was assigned four forward observer teams j 

one artillery liaison team and ~ one command liaison team (total of 
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provided. On 8 May the Mobile Riverine Force could not meet the
resupply requirement. The request had been submitted on 6 May
yet due to lack of proper staff functioning, the S-4 could not
get the food to the field.

(5) The battalion carried 81mm mortars and ammunition,
and claymores at all times. There was no need to request a night
kit. It is felt that our request for night kits would have only
made an unsatisfactory situation worse. The battalion placed
a very small logistical burden on the Mobile Riverine Force, but
it appeared to be more than they could handle.

(6) Gas masks were requested and delivered from SAIGON.
We had the gas masks for the last operation only. The boats desire
to be able to use gas at any time but especially when caught in an
ambush. There is no desire on the part of the Mobile Riverine Force
to use gas in an air drop, but only from the boats. As a result,
the gas masks were carried while in transit and if not needed were
left on the boats while walking.

(7) The Marines proved themselves extremely capable of
conducting Delta operations. Even though they carried everything
on their back, they had no problem covering assigned ground and
completing assigned missions.

b. Communications.

(1) Communications was excellent on paper. However, in
practice it was unsatisfactory. Because of heavy vegetation radio

signals were often considerably curtailed. Long antennas were next
to impossible with the undergrowth.

(2) The positioning of the CCB is the most import factor
concerning good communications. It must be positioned so as to have
good contact with the field unit. Too often the boats were instructed
to return to the fire support base only to find that they had no
communications with the field unit.

(3) Each ATC carried extra AN/PRC-25 radios. This proved
very helpful for the advisors as we had one radio go completely
bad after a short swim The boats were happy to provide a new
radio until the deficient one could be repaired or replaced.

(4) The battalion was assigned four forward observer teams,
one artillery liaison team and one command liaison team (total of
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six off'icers,six enlisted) during its deployment with the Mobile 
Riverine Force. These men provided the battalion with direct 
channels for obtaining support: However, they were faced wi th the 
same difficulties in the area of communications. 

c. Transportation. The Second Battalion was assigned River 
Assault Division (RAD) for its deployment. This consisted of: 

12 Armor Troop Carrier (Two with helicopter decks.) (ATC) 
1 Command and Control Boat (CCB) 
1 Monitor 
1 Landing Craft Jobnitor.(Flame) (LCM 'F)? 
1 Assault Support Patrol Boat (ASPB) 

(1) OJlE;.division was adequate for the battalion. Thirteen 
ATC's would be ideal. The battalion placed 600 men in the field 
thus each ATC carried 50 Marines. One company occupied a section 
of three boats. The H&S Compa..."lY would move with the reserve company 
while the headquarters group moved on the CCB. All companies 
remained intact with the exception of H&S Company. However 9 

this was not a tactical necessity. 

(2) For loading, a system was devised so as to facilitate 
the proper (':omp8ny loading on the proper section (3 ATC) of boats. 
The boats '~',"re fitted with lights for darkness and nags for 
daylight. Each section had one color and the companies always 
loaded on the same color o The· colors amber, blue, green and red 
corresponded to Companies 1, 2, 39 and 4 respectively. H&s 
Company moved as designated by the Battalion Commander. When 
back1oading, oompan1es would pop smoke corresponding to their section 
coloro No difficulties were encountered in the areas of loading 
and backloading. 

d. Medical. 

(1) During the contact of 23 April medical evacuation was 
outstanding. Both boats and helicopters Were uti1iied. We were 
told upon arrival, that our casualties would be treated byU.Se 
sources yet many men were sent to MY THO. -It seems the medical 
facility was not informed of the agreemente_ 

(2) On three occasions medical evacuation was totally 
unea tisfacto ry. 

(a) On 7 May~ 1700 an urgent DUSTOFFwas requested 
from the USS COLLE'l'ON eight kilometers away •.. The . helicopter was not 
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sixofficers, six enlisted) during its deployment with the Mobile
Riverine Force. These men provided the battalion with direct
channels for obtaining support. However, they were faced with the
same difficulties in the area of communications.

C. Transportation. The Second Battalion was assigned River
Assault Division (RAD) for its deployment. This consisted of:

12 Armor Troop Carrier (Two with helicopter decks. ) (ATC)
1 Command and Control Boat (CCB)
1 Monitor

(LCM (F)1 Landing Craft Monitor (Flame)
(ASPB)1 Assault Support Patrol Boat

(1) One division was adequate for the battalion. Thirteen
ATC's would be ideal. The battalion placed 600 men in the field
thus each ATC carried 50 Marines. One company occupied a section
of three boats. The H&S Company would move with the reserve company
while the headquarters group moved on the CCB. All companies
remained intact with the exception of H&S Company. However,
this was not a tactical necessity.

(2) For loading, a system was devised so as to facilitate
the proper company loading on the proper section (3 ATC) of boats.
The boats were fitted with lights for darkness and flags for
daylight. Each section had one color and the companies always
loaded on the same color. The colors amber, blue, green and red
corresponded to Companies 1, 2, 3, and 4 respectively. H&S
Company moved as designated by the Battalion Commander. When
backloading, companies would pop smoke corresponding to their section
color. No difficulties were encountered in the areas of loading
and backloading.

d. Medical.

(1) During the contact of 23 April medical evacuation was
outstanding. Both boats and helicopters were utilized. We were
told upon arrival, that our casualties would be treated by U.S.
sources yet many men were sent to MY THO. It seems the medical
facility was not informed of the agreement.

(2) On three occasions medical evacuation was totally
unsatisfactory,

(a) On 7 May, 1700 an urgent DUSTOFF was requested
from the USS COLLETON eight kilometers away. The helicopter was not
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in use. After extensive radio communications, the IlJ STOFF was 
completed at 1800. No satisfactory explanation was forthcoming. 

(b) At 2000, 7 May, an urgent DUSTOFF was again 
requested. After unnecessary delay, I was finally informed that 
the heLicopter had radio trouble and could not go airborne. As 
a result I was forced to use an ambulance from the VINH LONG 
airfield. 

(c) At 1900, 8 May, while waiting for our resupply 
the battalion had a DUSTOFF requirElIllent. I had been told the re­
supply helicopter was preparing to go airborne, so I made~~ange­
mentsto use the resupply helicopter for DUSTOFF to the USB COLLETON. 
Fifteen minutes later I was told the resupply helicopter hadn f t 
even arrived. I therefore submitted an urgent request as the­
wounded Marine was losing considerable bloodo Again the response 
was unsatisfactory and DUSTOFF was not completed until 2015. 

e. Base Access. Upon arrival, in DONG TAM, we were 
confronted with the prublt:;1l1 of vehicle access to OONG '!'Al1 ria.se. 
There were a few incidents where vehicles were refused entry and 
exit. In one insatnce the Battalion Command was held at the gate j 

while trying to exit DONG TAM for 45 minutes, with no explanation. 
The problem was eventually solved by clearing the numbers of all the 
battalion vehicles with the MP' s. 

14. Special Equipment and Teqhniqueso 

a. Command and Control Helicopter (C&C). Reference (b) covers 
this subject well. As previously stated a shortage of air assets 
did not permit us to enjoy the luxury of a Command and Control 
Helicopter except for short periods. Ideally each battalion should 
have a Command and Control Helicopter at his disposal at all 
times. The merits of this are enumerated in reference (b). 

b. Inflatable Rafts. The battalion ahrays carries small in­
flatable rafts when deployed in the Delta. These were expecially 
helpful while operating with the MobUe Riverine Force. The rafts 
are used primarily for river and canal crossings •. The rafL provide 
transportation for non-swimmers and also allow important equipment 
to remain dry. 

c. Tactics. It is felt that the entire riverine movement should 
be explained as well as certain tactics. 
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in use. After extensive radio communications, the DU STOFF was
completed at 1800. No satisfactory explanation was forthcoming.

(b) At 2000, 7 May, an urgent DUSTOFF was again
requested. After unnecessary delay, I was finally informed that
the helicopter had radio trouble and could not go airborne. As
a result I was forced to use an ambulance from the VINH LONG
airfield.

(c) At 1900, 8 May, while waiting for our resupply
the battalion had a DUSTOFF requirement. I had been told the re-
supply helicopter was preparing to go airborne, so I made marrange-
ments to use the resupply helicopter for DUSTOFF to the USS COLLETON.
Fifteen minutes later I was told the resupply helicopter hadn't
even arrived. I therefore submitted an urgent request as the
wounded Marine was losing considerable blood. Again the response
was unsatisfactory and DUSTOFF was not completed until 2015.

e. Base Access. Upon arrival in DONG TAM, we were
confronted with the problem of vehicle access to DONG TAM Base.
There were a few incidents where vehicles were refused entry and
exit. In one insatnce the Battalion Command was held at the gate,
while trying to exit DONG TAM for 45 minutes, with no explanation.
The problem was eventually solved by clearing the numbers of all the
battalion vehicles with the MP' S.

14. Special Equipment and Techniques.

a. Command and Control Helicopter (C&C). Reference (b) covers
this subject well. As previously stated a shortage of air assets
did not permit us to enjoy the luxury of a Command and Control
Helicopter except for short periods. Ideally each battalion should
have a Command and Control Helicopter at his disposal at all
times. The merits of this are enumerated in reference (b).

b. Inflatable Rafts. The battalion always carries small in-
flatable rafts when deployed in the Delta. These were expecially
helpful while operating with the Mobile Riverine Force. The rafts
are used primarily for river and canal crossings. The raft provide
transportation for non-swimmers and also allow important equipment
to remain dry.

C. Tactics. It is felt that the entire riverine movement should
be explained as well as certain tactics.
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(1) Schedule of Events. A riverine movement started with 
the movement of the water-borne artillery. The artillery was moved, 
set and ready to fire one hour before scheduled landings. The 
maneuver battalions would follow the artillery by 1-2 hours, to be 
followed by the Mobile Riverine Base (MRB " USS BENEWAH) and 
associated ships.. At all times, movement was timely by all elements. 
There were no incidents of unnecessary delay. 

(2) Boat Formation. The boats proceed in a column with the 
two ASBP boats acting' as a dual point. They move close to the banks, 
when on small streams, and sweep for mines. At the same time they 
reconnoi tar the banks by fire. The LOM (F) boat follows the point 
boats and is primarily a counter~ambush weapon. Two sections are 
followed by the eGB, which is in turn followed by the remaining two 
sections of troop carriers and the Monitor. 

(3) Boat Disposition. If the battalion proceeds up a 
navigable stream and provides security on both banks, then the boats will 
accompany the battalion. They can then be used for fire support and 
also to cross water obstacles. At night the boats can be used for 
flank security. If the battalion leaves a main waterway, or if the 
stream becomes unnavigable, then "the boats will return to the 
vicinity of the fire support base. 

(4) Ambush TeChnique. In case of an ambush the division 
commander and battalion commander must decide if the ambush is 
large enough to land the landing force. If the boats are at their 
assigned beaohes this is no problem. However, if the Area of 
Operation is still three or four kilometers distant then a decision 
must be made. If the troops are landed, then they must be landed 
on both sides of the waterway. Sections must moire together to 
preserve unit integrity. The distance between boats is generally 
1-2 boat lengths so there is no problem in alterating sections. The 
main consideration is whether to land or run the ambush. If by 
landing another mission is jeopardized then the ambush will have 
to be run~ Regardless of what decision is made it must be made 
quickly; 1:1' the decision is made to land, then the troops must 
clear the boats immediately. 

(5) Variations in Procedure. Our operations were varied 
both in pattern and duration. The Viet Gong have shown a tendency 
to permit the boats to pass without taking them under fire. As a 
resul t the Mobile Riverine Force moved to a beach and swept back in 
the direction they had jast come from. Time on operation was varied 
from 1=3 days. However, since routes of insertion and extraction are 
so limited, there is never a period of safety. The boats, are at the 
mercy of the enemy and only a rapid reaction to any situation can 
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(1) Schedule of Events. A riverine movement started with
the movement of the water-borne artillery. The artillery was moved,
set and ready to fire one hour before scheduled landings. The
maneuver battalions would follow the artillery by 1-2 hours, to be
followed by the Mobile Riverine Base (MRB 4 USS BENEWAH) and
associated ships. At all times, movement was timely by all elements.
There were no incidents of unnecessary delay.

(2) Boat Formation. The boats proceed in a column with the
two ASBP boats acting as a dual point. They move close to the banks,
when on small streams, and sweep for mines. At the same time they
reconnoiter the banks by fire. The LCM (F) boat follows the point
boats and is primarily a counter-ambush weapon. Two sections are
followed by the CCB, which is in turn followed by the remaining two
sections of troop carriers and the Monitor.

(3) Boat Disposition. If the battalion proceeds up a
navigable stream and provides security on both banks, then the boats will
accompany the battalion. They can then be used for fire support and
also to cross water obstacles. At night the boats can be used for
flank security. If the battalion leaves a main waterway, or if the
stream becomes unnavigable, then the boats will return to the
vicinity of the fire support base.

(4) Ambush Technique. In case of an ambush the division
commander and battalion commander must decide if the ambush is
large enough to land the landing force. If the boats are at their
assigned beaches this is no problem. However, if the Area of
Operation is still three or four kilometers distant then a decision
must be made. If the troops are landed, then they must be landed
on both sides of the waterway. Sections must move together to
preserve unit integrity. The distance between boats is generally
1-2 boat lengths so there is no problem in alterating sections. The
main consideration is whether to land or run the ambush. If by
landing another mission is jeopardized then the ambush will have
to be run. Regardless of what decision is made it must be made
quickly. If the decision is made to land, then the troops must
clear the boats immediately.

(5) Variations in Procedure. Our operations were varied
both in pattern and duration. The Viet Cong have shown a tendency
to permit the boats to pass without taking them under fire. As a
result the Mobile Riverine Force moved to a beach and swept back in
the direction they had just come from. Time on operation was varied
from 1-3 days. However, since routes of insertion and extraction are
so limited, there is never a period of safety. The boats, are at the

mercy of the enemy and only a rapid reaction to any situation can
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(6) Need for Gunships. Gunships have a place of un­
limited value in riverine operations. While navigating a small 
stream j the boats can only observe a maximum of twenty-five meters 
into the waterway treelines. The Viet Cong could be entering or leaving 
the treeline at will. Viet Cong in the open is the ideal target for 
a gunship. The gunship can provide this necessar,y flank security 
while at the same time fly visual. reconnaissance to the front. In 
case of an ambush the gunships can provide suppressive and blocking 
fires as needed.. A riverine movement must have a irborne observation 
at the very minimum. 

(7) Beach Preps. The Mobile Riverine Force preps beaches 
as though it expects to land on a heavily defended beach ever,r timeo 
Since the number of available beaches is unlimited, a beach prepara.tion 
eliminates all other areas and informs the enemy exactly what beach 
will be used. Not only are the· beaches prepped, but first there is an 
airstrike at approximately H-30, to be followed by artillery until H-5" 
Thus the enemy knows where and at what time the landing will take P.Lo.l,;\;lo 

It is felt that what small element of surprise the Mobile Riverine 
Force does possess, is lost by this procedure. Any variation in beach 
preps would be advisible. 

(8) Eagle Float. On 7 May the battalion executed a maneuver 
called an Eagle Float. This calls for a portion of the landing force to 
remain on the boats and a portion to go ashore. The battalion commander 
decide s likely .araas of enemy cache s or activity.. He then lands part 
of his force to· chJck out the area. The remainder of the force 
~ '3 landed at another point along the stream whil,e the ini tial force 
backloadso This flleap frog" process is continued until a conta(+ is 
made or the area"is thoroughly searched. The Eagle Float tactic 
allows the battalion to investigate any suspicious areas, a~oid 
large water obstacles, and to cover more area in a shorter time. 
The Vietnamese are especially suited for this tactic as it involves 
a thorough search of each area. 

IS. Advisor Analysis. 

ac General 0 The Second Battalion did a commendable job and 
further reinforced the opinion .hat the Vietnamese Marine Corps 
should have a battalion working with the MobUe Riverine Force. 

b. Intelligence. The Mobile Riverine Force is acting on old» out­
dated intelligence. -As a ret$l.t the Viet Cong are not to be found. 
During our deployment, the Mobile Riverine Force seemed to prefer to 
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"turn the tide".

(6) Need for Gunships. Gunships have a place of un-
limited value in riverine operations. While navigating a small
stream, the boats can only observe a maximum of twenty-five meters
into the waterway treelines. The Viet Cong could be entering or leaving
the treeline at will. Viet Cong in the open is the ideal target for
a gunship. The gunship can provide this necessary flank security
while at the same time fly visual reconnaissance to the front. In
case of an ambush the gunships can provide suppressive and blocking
fires as needed. A riverine movement must have airborne observation
at the very minimum.

(7) Beach Preps. The Mobile Riverine Force preps beaches
as though it expects to land on a heavily defended beach every time.
Since the number of available beaches is unlimited, a beach preparation
eliminates all other areas and informs the enemy exactly what beach
will be used. Not only are the beaches prepped, but first there is an
airstrike at approximately H-30, to be followed by artillery until H-5.
Thus the enemy knows where and at what time the landing will take place.
It is felt that what small element of surprise the Mobile Riverine
Force does possess, is lost by this procedure. Any variation in beach
preps would be advisible.

(8) Eagle Float. On 7 May the battalion executed a maneuver
called an Eagle Float. This calls for a portion of the landing force to
remain on the boats and a portion to go ashore. The battalion commander
decides likely areas of enemy caches or activity. He then lands part
of his force to check out the area. The remainder of the force
is landed at another point along the stream while the initial force
backloads. This "leap frog" process is continued until a contac+ is
made or the area'is thoroughly searched. The Eagle Float tactic
allows the battalion to investigate any suspicious areas, avoid
large water obstacles, and to cover more area in a shorter time.

The Vietnamese are especially suited for this tactic as it involves
a thorough search of each area.

15. Advisor Analysis.

a. General. The Second Battalion did a commendable job and
further reinforced the opinion that the Vietnamese Marine Corps
should have a battalion working with the Mobile Riverine Force.

b. Intelligence. The Mobile Riverine Force is acting on old, out-
dated intelligence. As a result the Viet Cong are not to be found.
During our deployment, the Mobile Riverine Force seemed to prefer to
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return to areas of past battles rather than develop timely in­
telligence in any area. Also the Mobile Riverine Force must react 
to the whims of too many senior commanders. By subjugating the 
Mobile Riverine Force to many commanders, the striking potential is 
lost. The Mobile Riverine Force would do much better to develop and 
exploit the enemy situation without so much external assistance. 

c. Deployment Formation. The Second Battalion continued to 
operate on its dual axis concept thus limiting its effectiveness. 
It is felt that the battalion should commence operating as individual 
companies. Our contribution to the Mobile Riverine Force was note­
worthy, yet with greater dispersion we could contribute even more. 

(1) The Mobile Riverine Force is overly concerned with 
statistics. Units are placed in the field, just to have units in the 
field. It would be better to wait until the current intelligence 
situation indicated a good chance of contact. I am sure more kills 
would be forthcoming 3 and a better ratio between effort expended and 
results obtained. Spending 80% of your days in the field proves 
.~hing if you are never there jointly with the Viet Cong. 

(2) During our deployment, air assets were at a premium. 
To have successful riverine operations, at least one airmobile 
compa.ny must be available. The boats are necessary because· they can 
move six hundred men simultaneously. Two divisions can move two bat­
talions. This is the strike or fixing force. The airmobile company 
can pe used to move the reserve battalion to exploit the c9ntact. 
There is no limit to tactical flexibility i,f the airmobile assets 
are available to complement the riverine assets. 

0) The Viet Gong are restricted to the treelines in the 
Delta •. Streams and canals provide routes of movement by sampan, 
but usually only at night~ Thus if a unit can effectively search 
and control the treelines, it can force the the Viet Cong anto 
continuous movement. Once the enemy is located and .If'iXed in a 
treeline:/ the problem is to isolate him. He must be completely 
encircled in order to effectively combat and later assess the 
results. The enemy is a master of withdrawal and of breaking 
contact. Hany an entrapped enemy has completely disappeared during 
the hours of' darkness. These ~tactics must be considered in Delta 
operations. The Viet Cong aren't in the rice paddies so it is best 
to stay out of them. If you must cross a rice paddy all treelines 
facing the paddy should be prepped. 
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return to areas of past battles rather than develop timely in-
telligence in any area. Also the Mobile Riverine Force must react
to the whims of too many senior commanders. By subjugating the
Mobile Riverine Force to many commanders, the striking potential is
lost. The Mobile Riverine Force would do much better to develop and
exploit the enemy situation without SO much external assistance.

C. Deployment Formation. The Second Battalion continued to
operate on its dual axis concept thus limiting its effectiveness.
It is felt that the battalion should commence operating as individual
companies. Our contribution to the Mobile Riverine Force was note-
worthy, yet with greater dispersion we could contribute even more.

d. Tactics.

(1) The Mobile Riverine Force is overly concerned with
statistics. Units are placed in the field, just to have units in the

field. It would be better to wait until the current intelligence
situation indicated a good chance of contact. I am sure more kills
would be forthcoming, and a better ratio between effort expended and
results obtained. Spending 80% of your days in the field proves
nothing if you are never there jointly with the Viet Cong.

(2) During our deployment, air assets were at a premium.
To have successful riverine operations, at least one airmobile
company must be available. The boats are necessary because they can
move six hundred men simultaneously. Two divisions can move two bat-
talions. This is the strike or fixing force. The airmobile company
can be used to move the reserve battalion to exploit the contact.
There is no limit to tactical flexibility if the airmobile assets
are available to complement the riverine assets.

(3) The Viet Cong are restricted to the treelines in the
Delta. Streams and canals provide routes of movement by sampan,
but usually only at night. Thus if a unit can effectively search
and control the treelines, it can force the the Viet Cong into
continuous movement. Once the enemy is located and :fixed in a

treeline, the problem is to isolate him. He must be completely
encircled in order to effectively combat and later assess the
results. The enemy is a master of withdrawal and of breaking
contact. Many an entrapped enemy has completely disappeared during
the hours of darkness. These tactics must be considered in Delta
operations. The Viet Cong aren't in the rice paddies so it is best
to stay out of them. If you must cross a rice paddy all treelines
facing the paddy should be prepped.
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e. Duration of Deployment. 

(1) The Second Battalion was forced to ride the boats both to 
and from the Area of Operation. The army units would move to their 
ships irr~ediately upon completion of an operation. Showers j rest and 
hot food werewai ting for them. The Marines would have to wait as 
much as six hours before they could enjoy a similar environment. 
But even back at the base area, the battalion was forced to be 
tactically alert. Outposts were sent out and positions were prepared. 
Viet Gong activity existed near our base area thus there wasn't a 
true opportunity to relax. Ponchos provided protection: from the ra.ins. 
On the other hand.., the Army could completely relax and prepare for 
the next operation while on the shipo This is in no way a criticism~ 
but rather an attempt to explain why a shorter deployment is re­
commended. 

(2) Because the troops are not allowed to completely relax 
this shorter deployment is encouraged. The Second Battalion became 
skilled in riverine operations very fast. It is felt five days is 
sufficient for II snapping inll. 

(3) Knowledge of the terrain is of course important. However, 
the Delta is unique by its continuity. Rice paddies, streams, and 
treelines form the terrain. Extended periods of deployment are not 
necessary to gain knowledge of the terrain. 

(4) With the above in mind, a thirty day deployment is re­
commended. At the end of thirtY' days the troops approach the limit 
of their endurance. Loading in the middle of the night and spending 
extensive periods on the boats slowly takes its toll. When the entire 
Vietnamese Marine Corps has totated through an Mobile Riverine Force 
deployment all battalions will be able to contribute thirty days 
of maximum efficiency and then can be replaced by another battalion. 
The results would prove the soundness of the decision. 

fo Mobile Riverine Force - Second Batta1iQ~ Relationship • 
. -F . 

(1) The relationship between the Second Battalion and all 
elements of the Mobile Riverine Force was outstanding. The battalion 
was treated as an integral part of the Mobile Riverine Force and the 
battalion commander was held on a par with organic battalion commanderso 

(2) Problems were encountered in areas of resupply and personnelo 
Repeated dealings with the Second Brigade staff yielded unsatisfactory < 

results. The solution was explained by the Second Brigade Commander. 
He said1 wYou go to the staff onceo If they dontt respond, you come to 
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e. Duration of Deployment.

(1) The Second Battalion was forced to ride the boats both to
and from the Area of Operation. The army units would move to their
ships immediately upon completion of an operation. Showers, rest and
hot food were waiting for them. The Marines would have to wait as
much as six hours before they could enjoy a similar environment.
But even back at the base area, the battalion was forced to be
tactically alert. Outposts were sent out and positions were prepared.
Viet Cong activity existed near our base area thus there wasn't a
true opportunity to relax. Ponchos provided protection from the rains.
On the other hand, the Army could completely relax and prepare for
the next operation while on the ship. This is in no way a criticism,
but rather an attempt to explain why a shorter deployment is re-
commended.

(2) Because the troops are not allowed to completely relax
this shorter deployment is encouraged. The Second Battalion became
skilled in riverine operations very fast. It is felt five days is
sufficient for "snapping in".

(3) Knowledge of the terrain is of course important. However,
the Delta is unique by its continuity. Rice paddies, streams, and
treelines form the terrain. Extended periods of deployment are not
necessary to gain knowledge of the terrain.

(4) With the above in mind, a thirty day deployment is re-
commended. At the end of thirty days the troops approach the limit
of their endurance. Loading in the middle of the night and spending
extensive periods on the boats slowly takes its toll. When the entire
Vietnamese Marine Corps has rotated through an Mobile Riverine Force
deployment all battalions will be able to contribute thirty days
of maximum efficiency and then can be replaced by another battalion.
The results would prove the soundness of the decision.

f. Mobile Riverine Force Second Battalion Relationship.

(1) The relationship between the Second Battalion and all
elements of the Mobile Riverine Force was outstanding. The battalion
was treated as an integral part of the Mobile Riverine Force and the
battalion commander was held on a par with organic battalion commanders.

(2) Problems were encountered in areas of resupply and personnel.
Repeated dealings with the Second Brigade staff yielded unsatisfactory
results. The solution was explained by the Second Brigade Commander.
He said, "You go to the staff once. If they don't respond, you come to
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a. That the Vietnamese Marine Corps deploy at least one 
battalion with the Mobile Riverine Force at all times. 

b o That the battalion concentrate its resupply on the 1ST and 
uses assets of boats in cases of emergency. 

Co That the battalion carry a maximum supply of three days. 
Two days would be the minimum. 

do That the batta.lion carry inflatable rafts and air mattresses on 
IV Corps Tactical Zone deployments. 

eo That gunships be available for riverine movements on small 
streams. 

f 0 That a Command and Control Helicopter be placed at the disposal 
of the battalion commander and that he be encouraged to usa it. 

go That an a ir mobile company be available to provide the Mobile 
Riverine Force unlimited flexibility. 

h. That the battalion be encouraged to operate in company size 
unitso 

i. That the Mobile Riverine Force deployment be of a thirty day 
duration. 
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me. It should be a commander to commander relationship".

16 Recommendations.

a. That the Vietnamese Marine Corps deploy at least one
battalion with the Mobile Riverine Force at all times.

b. That the battalion concentrate its resupply on the LST and
uses assets of boats in cases of emergency.

C. That the battalion carry a maximum supply of three days.
Two days would be the minimum.

d. That the battalion carry inflatable rafts and air mattresses on
IV Corps Tactical Zone deployments.

e. That gunships be available for riverine movements on small
streams.

f. That a Command and Control Helicopter be placed at the disposal
of the battalion commander and that he be encouraged to use it.

g. That an a ir mobile company be available to provide the Mobile
Riverine Force unlimited flexibility.

h. That the battalion be encouraged to operate in company size
units.

i. That the Mobile Riverine Force deployment be of a thirty day
duration.

D. E. BONSPER
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JTB~fmt9 
'3480 
12 Aug 1968 

FIRST ENOORSi.MENT on Major BUDDos After Action {Beportdated 25 "Jui 1968 

Fromt Senior Marine Advisor9 Marine Advisory Unit9 Naval Advisory 
Groung MACV 

ro~ Commander Uo So Military Assistance Commana9 Vietnam 
Viag Chief9 Naval Advisory Group~ Uo So Military Assistance Command~ 

Vietnam 

Subj& Combat Operations After Action Report (Res MACJ 3=32) 

10 Forwarded concurring in the recommendations contained in paragrqph 

20 Comments related to some specific recommendations'are~ 

Co With respect to recommendation 11a~ Major BUDD f®els th® need 
of a "study" for the purpose of determining feasibility of designating 
a single commander = - in an emergency situation. It seems a pathetic 
commentary that there might be a need to study something which 9 for 
years9 has been a recognized principle of war - unity of commando 
Vets after al1 9 perhaps this is a valid recommendation since~ even 
today~ six months after the Battle for HUE~ this principle appears 
violated even among United States foreese 

bo Tactics and techniques for fighting in built=up areas 
(recommendation 17b) are being stressed in a revised syllabus for 
the Vietnamese Marine Corps NCO Course and wi41 be incorporated in a 
Company Officeros Refresher Course presently under developmentc 

Co Recommendation 17d advocates that RVNAF directives~ affecting 
employment of Vietnamese forces with other allied forcess be made 
known to the latterQ This may not be entir®ly p@ssibleo However g 

when a conflicting RVNAF policy directive isbr~ught to the attention 
of a senior allied commande~ su~h must be respected by that commander 
without criticismo 

(1) In paragraph 12 of the basic repo:rt~ Major BUDDi> in 
discussing the events of9Febl'Uary 1968 statesg "Task Force X=Ray 
(USMC) desired immediate deployi!lent of Task Force A (VNMC)9 but 
this was decl,inedby the TaskForce Commander pending th~ arrival 
of the remainder of the Task Force.". At that time only one batt.~ion 
of the task force had closed the objective area. 

DECLASSIFIED 

170 

~'\ 
"-
'" 
}. 

"-

-', 
~' ... ' 

f::J 
",-, 

t 
t 
"'I 
f'; ,~ 
.... ~ 
"1 "') -c , 

,,~. 

~~~~ 

DECLASSIFIED

JTB: fmcg

CO
3480

INCLASSIFIED

12 Aug 1968

CONFIDENTIAL

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Major BUDD's After Action Report dated 25 Jul 1968

From: Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Advisory Unit, Naval Advisory
Group, MACV
Commander U. S. Military Assistance Command, VietnamTo:

Via: Chief, Naval Advisory Group, U. S. Military Assistance Command,
Vietnam

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS MACJ 3-32)

1. Forwarded concurring in the recommendations contained in paragraph 17.

2. Comments related to some specific recommendations are:

a. With respect to recommendation 17a, Major BUDD feels the need
of a "study" for the purpose of determining feasibility of designating
a single commander A - in an emergency situation. It seems a pathetic
commentary that there might be a need to study something which, for
years, has been a recognized principle of war - unity of command.

Yet, after all, perhaps this is a valid recommendation since, even
today, six months after the Battle for HUE, this principle appears
violated even among United States forces.

b. Tactics and techniques for fighting in built-up areas
(recommendation 17b) are being stressed in a revised syllabus for
the Vietnamese Marine Corps NCO Course and will be incorporated in a
Company Officer's Refresher Course presently under development.

Co Recommendation 17d advocates that RVNAF directives, affecting
employment of Vietnamese forces with other allied forces, be made
known to the latter. This may not be entirely possible. However,
when a conflicting RVNAF policy directive is brought to the attention
of a senior allied commander, such must be respected by that commander
without criticism.

(1) In paragraph 12 of the basic report, Major BUDD, in
discussing the events of 9 February 1968 states: "Task Force X-Ray
(USMC) desired immediate deployment of Task Force A (VNMC), but
this was declined by the Task Force Commander pending the arrival
of the remainder of the Task Force.". At that time only one battalion
of the task force had closed the objective area.
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, 
(2) In paragraph 16d~ Major BUDD states that thefe was some 

initial criticism of the Vietnamese Marine COrps for not having committed 
the one battalion that had arrivedo 

(3) The Task Force Commander, at the time~ was acting under 
written instructions promulgated by the Vietnamese Joint General Staff 
which prohibited piecemeal elements of his forc,e~ Thh directive~ 
JGS SOP Operations Noo 150/TTMVp3~ dated 2=3=66 9 is still effe~tiveo 
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OFFICE OF THE SENIOR K4Rlr..;'E ADvt~~ 

Naval AdvisoIy- GroUPi Box #9ti't~ 
FPO San Francisco 96626 ",. ,,~, 

(rCB~ldl 

3480 
25 Jul 1968 

From~ Najor Talman C" BUDD j II,9 057146/03029 U. So lilarine Corps 
To: Commander Uo S. l·tilitary Assists, nee Command, Vietnam 
Via: (1) Senior Marl ne AdvisoT'. Naval Adviso ry Group s NACV 

(~. Chief, Naval Advisory Group, W~CV 

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (ReS MACJ 3=32) 

Ref~ (a) ¥ACV Directive 335-8 dated 1 September 1961 

Encl~ (1) 

(2) 

Operation Overlay:; HUE Citadels ¥JI.P Vietnam 1 g 12,500 
Series L909 . 
Recap of data about enemy units which particir..ated in 
the battle for HUE CITY 

10 Name of Qperation. HUE CITY (SONG THAN 739~68) e 

2. Dates of Operation. 081700 February - 252400 February 1968 

3. Location. HUE Citadel; THUA THIEN Province} Republic of Vietnam 

4. Control Hecdquarterso 1st Division} ARVN 

50 Reporting Officer. :f.lajor Talman C. BUDD, 119 USMC 

Advisor's Partici):ating. 

Colonel Ro L. :tnCHAEL~ Jro 9 US-IC 

Najor T. C. BUDD 9 II.9 U~lC 

Major P. ESHEIJfJAN:> USMC 

Major P. L. CARLSON, USMC 

Captain R. Do RAY j USMC 

Senior Advisor, Vl\1lVK: 
Staff Vis it (15~27Feb68) 
Senior Adviror ~ Task 
Force As VNMC (8=21Feb68) 
Senior Advisor, 70urth 
Battalion, VNMC (8-25Feb68) 
Senior Advisor j ...lfth Bat­
talionJ Vl~C (8=21Feb68) 
Aset Advisor, Task Force A 
VNMC (8-21Feb68); Senior 
Adviser Task Force AJ VNMC (22-..::::-,.. t . 
(srl~;''" 
\t . _ 
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25 Jul 1968

From: Major Talman C. BUDD, II, 057146/0302, U. S. Marine Corps
Commander U. S. Military Assistance Command, VietnamTo:

(1) Senior Marine Advisor. Naval Advisory Group, MACVVia:
(2) Chief, Naval Advisory Group, MACV

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS MACJ 3-32)

(a) MA CV Directive 335-8 dated 1 September 1967Ref:

Encl: (1) Operation Overlay, HUE Citadel, MAP Vietnam 1:12,500
Series L909

(2) Recap of data about enemy units which participated in
the battle for HUE CITY

1. Name of Operation. HUE CITY (SONG THAN 739-68).

2. Dates of Operation. 081700 February - 252400- February 1968

3. Location. HUE Citadel, THUA THIEN Province, Republic of Vietnam

4. Control Headquarters. 1st Division, ARVN

5. Reporting Officer. Major Talman C. BUDD, II, USMC

Advisors Participating.

Colonel R. L. MICHAEL, Jr., USMC Senior Advisor, VNMC
Staff Visit (15-27Feb68)

Major T. C. BUDD, II, USMC Senior Advisor, Task
Force A, VNMC (8-21Feb68)

Major P. ESHELMAN, USMC Senior Advisor, Fourth
Battalion, VNMC (8-25Feb68)

Major P. L. CARLSON, USMC Senior Advisor, eifth Bat-
talion, VNMC (8=21Feb68)

Captain R. D. RAY, USMC Asst Advisor, Task Force A
VNMC (8-21Feb68); Senior
Advisor Task Force A, VNMC
(22-25Feb68)
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" t , '; . 
Captain Do B. FRYREAR, USMC 

Captain To B. BAGLEY j Jro j USMC 

Capta.in JoT 0 SO~1ERVILLE, USMCR 

6a Advisory Effort. 

. .. ,;:: ; '. (, 

.. II, .. • -':~.''''..:r.., ... ,,.~,, ·4· ... ~3. .. , """"."'9,,) 
Senior Advisor, Fifth 
Battalion, VNFIC (22-25Feb6S) 
Asst Adviso:r', Task Force A, 
VNMC (S-25Feb6$) 
Asst Advisor, Fifth Bat­
talion, VM~C (S-25Feb68) 

a. Planning Phase o Planning for the hUE CITY deployment was 
acccmplished initially by the Joint Ge'leral Staff and. Vietnamese 
Marine Corps Brigade Headquarters in SAIGOil1 andIJlatez; in HUE by 
'Vm'IC Task Force A in coordination with both IT ~ S. 1 st Marine Division 
Task Force X-Ray and 1st Division, ARVN. The advisory effort in the 
initial planning phase~ following the decision to deploy Vietnamese 
Marine Task Force A~was limited to coordination with ITo So Air Force 
to obtain necessary aircraft to execute the deployment and to assist 
in attaining protective vests from ITo So Army. Operational plannin.€\1 
upon arrival at HUE-PHU BAI,consisted of two aspectsg first, moving 
the Task Force to HUE Citadel and second, tactical emploJ'''Illent of the 
Task Force. In the first instance virtually all planning was con­
ducted by advisors with the Uo S. 1st ~.rine Division Task Force 
X-Ray, but was governed entirely by guidance provided by the Com­
mander, Vietnamese Marine Task Force A. Planning for the tactical 
employment of the Task Force in HUE CITY was accomplished almost 
entirely by 'Vietnamese Ta,sk Force Commander and the 1st Division, 
ARVN ~ Advisory effort consisted primarily of aiding in the planning 
for use of U ~ S. air am artillery assets and of offering cOllments 
on plans developrd by the Vietnamese. Some advice was accepted, 
if it was within the framework of the Vietnamese concept~ 

b~ Execution Phase. Advisory effort during the execution 
phase consisted primarily of recommendations for utilization of 
supporting arms assets and efforts to instill the degree of aggres­
siveness characteristic of IT 6 S. Ma,rine units. Advice was acceptert 
when it was consistent with the Vietnamese concept or other preferred 
alternatives were not possible. 
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Captain D. B. FRY REAR, USMC Senior Advisor, Fifth
Battalion, VNMC (22-25Feb68)

Captain T. B. BAGLEY, Jr., USMC Asst Advisor, Task Force A,
VNMC (8-25Feb68)

Captain J. T. SOMERVILLE, USMCR Asst Advisor, Fifth Bat-
talion, VNMC (8-25Feb68)

6. Advisory Effort.

a. Planning Phase. Planning for the HUE CITY deployment was
accomplished initially by the Joint General Staff and Vietnamese
Marine Corps Brigade Headquarters in SAIGON and, later, in HUE by
VNMC Task Force A in coordination with both U. S. 1st Marine Division
Task Force X-Ray and 1st Division, ARVN. The advisory effort in the
initial planning phase, following the decision to deploy Vietnamese
Marine Task Force A,was limited to coordination with U. S. Air Force
to obtain necessary aircraft to execute the deployment and to assist
in attaining protective vests from U. S. Army. Operational planning,
upon arrival at HUE-PHU BAI, consisted of two aspects: first, moving
the Task Force to HUE Citadel and second, tactical employment of the
Task Force. In the first instance virtually all planning was con-
ducted by advisors with the U. S. 1st Marine Division Task Force
X-Ray, but was governed entirely by guidance provided by the Com-
mander, Vietnamese Marine Task Force A. Planning for the tactical
employment of the Task Force in HUE CITY was accomplished almost
entirely by Vietnamese Task Force Commander and the 1st Division,
ARVN. Advisory effort consisted primarily of aiding in the planning
for use of U. S. air and artillery assets and of offering comments
on plans developed by the Vietnamese, Some advice was accepted,
if it was within the framework of the Vietnamese concept.

b. Execution Phase. Advisory effort during the execution
phase consisted primarily of recommendations for utilization of
supporting arms assets and efforts to instill the degree of aggres-
siveness characteristic of U. S. Marine units. Advice was accepted
when it was consistent with the Vietnamese concept or other preferred
alternatives were not possible.

7. Task Organization.

skillorice R.TVietnamese Marine Corps
Vietna se Marine Corps

buildian, Vietnamese Marine Corps
Battakion, Vietnamese Marine Corps

Battery B, Artillery Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps
Tank Platoon (-) 1st Division, ARVN
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8. Supporting Forces g 

a o BatteryC, Vietnamese AirbdrneTask Forc':j~ ThiS f05mm howitzer 
battery was employed in direct support of the Marine Task Force on 14 
and 1, February before Battery B oftha Vietnamese Marine Corps arrived 
at HUE. They responded in a timely' fashion and their fires vlere 
effective" 

b o One platoon of USMC 8 lt artillery and one battery of USMC 155mm 
hcwitzers were employ-ed in a general support ; reinforcing role during 
the operationoBothunits were- veryl"1spons.!. ve to requests for fire 
forwarded frem Uo S. Marine FOls with two of the three Viet1l8lIlese 
Marine battalions. Because of the confined operating area within 
the Vietnamese Marine sector of the Citadel, the more accurate glt 
howitZer was more frequently called upon for support. This weapon 
was the only artillery which was effective against the enemy 
entrenchments and fortifications on the Citadel wal1 3 

c" Only one helicopter light fire team was available from I 
Corps 0 This element (ALLEYCAT) was effectivA against lightly 
fortified emplacements and against house~ which "he enemy chose to 
defend. It was ineffective against the entrenchments and positionf 
on the Citadel wall except to suppress enemy fire.. The tactical 
and support requirement for gunships greatly exceeded the assets 
a,railable; this ooupled with poor flying weather (based on conserva­
tive m'nimum ceiling and visibility requirements) generally made 
gl.w.,llips unresponsive to immediate tactical requirements o When 
available for use by the Vietnamese Marine Task Force they perfoI1Ttsd 
in outstanding fashion o 

d. Several U. S. Army aerial observers in 1-19 aircraft (CAT 
KILLER) supported the Vietnamese Marine Task Force. These aircraft 
frequently were airborne when helicopter gunships were not available. 
They performed the very valuable function of aerial reconnaissance 
in addition to effectively adjusting artillery fire missions~ They 
were quite responsive and extremely willing to perform a.ny reasonably 
appropriate missiono 

e. Several U. S. Air Force airborne forward air controllers 
(ThAIL) supported the Vietnamese Marine Task Force. While their 
avaj.lability was limited primarily by weather, they were effective 
in controlling U 0 S., Air Force fixed wi~.g aircra.ft strikes in the 
Vietnamese Marine Corps sector ~ Howew>1"~ the" e appeared to 
be excessive delay (40-60 minute") in orienting aircraft. This 
resulted . n delays for the grouL. .....:I.Ht:lUVer elementso Nost missions 
"'_~'" pre-planned, but frequently were cancelled because weather 
precluded. their being flown. Usually missions were developed when 
i~"DecmY!e·kngwn .. YAC}.t-tl;tt~/~.:4rcraft were available. 

'.~ fll'~~~¥;'/tJ,-~~ ~ 
4""" ; ~. .: 'i ~ '{: J~ "f ~.~ · 

.,~, tJ: 1~,t}~:t~;_;;~~1.,,:\ ~. 
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8. Supporting Forces:

a. Battery C, Vietnamese Airborne Task Force: This 105mm howitzer
battery was employed in direct support of the Marine Task Force on 14
and 15 February before Battery B of the Vietnamese Marine Corp's arrived
at HUE. They responded in a timely fashion and their fires were
effective,

b. One platoon of USMC 8" artillery and one battery of USMC 155mm
howitzers were employed in a general support, reinforcing role during
the operation. Both units were very responsive to requests for fire
forwarded from U. S. Marine FO's with two of the three Vietnamese
Marine battalions. Because of the confined operating area within
the Vietnamese Marine sector of the Citadel, the more accurate 8"
howitzer was more frequently called upon for support. This weapon
was the only artillery which was effective against the enemy
entrenchments and fortifications on the Citadel wall.

C. Only one helicopter light fire team was available from I
Corps. This element (ALLEYCAT) was effective against lightly
fortified emplacements and against houser which the enemy chose to
defend. It was ineffective against the entrenchments and positions
on the Citadel wall except to suppress enemy fire. The tactical
and support requirement for gunships greatly exceeded the assets
available; this coupled with poor flying weather (based on conserva-
tive minimum ceiling and visibility requirements) generally made
gunships unresponsive to immediate tactical requirements, When
available for use by the Vietnamese Marine Task Force they performed
in outstanding fashion.

d. Several U. S. Army aerial observers in L-19 aircraft (CAT
KILLER) supported the Vietnamese Marine Task Force. These aircraft
frequently were airborne when helicopter gunships were not available,
They performed the very valuable function of aerial reconnaissance
in addition to effectively adjusting artillery fire missions. They
were quite responsive and extremely willing to perform any reasonably
appropriate mission.

e, Several U. S. Air Force airborne forward air controllers
(TRAIL) supported the Vietnamese Marine Task Force. While their
availability was limited primarily by weather, they were effective
in controlling U. S. Air Force fixed wing aircraft strikes in the
Vietnamese Marine Corps sector, However, there appeared to
be excessive delay (40-60 minute ) in orienting aircraft. This

maneuver elements. Most missionsresulted in delays for the grou
pre-planned, but frequently were cancelled because weather

precluded. their being flown. Usually missions were developed when
it became 'known that the aircraft were available,
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f. On several occasions VNAF fixed wing air craft were utilized 
in support of the Vietnamese Marine Task Force. Using A1 type air­
craft the Vietnamese pilots were quite effective in their ordnance 
delivery. Hcwever, frequently the coordina,tion between VNAF and U. 
S. agencies was either deficient or lacking resulting in some con­
fusion in supporting arms coordination. This confusion was resolved 
by deferring to VNAF aircraft. 

g. Two ARVN larrling craft (1 LCU and 1 LCM-6/8) and one U. So 
Navy LCM moved the Vietnamese Marine Task Force flOm h~E LCU ramp 
(coordinates YD 771223) to the northeast corner of HUE Citadel 
(coordinates Yn 756250). On 13 February there were four landing craft 
scheduled '-0 move the 1 st and 5th Battalions into HUE. How eve r3 
one of these was not functioning due to maintenance problEms and 
the other had not yet completed a previous missicn. The two which 
arri ved were ]ate and there was some concern that the move might 
not be completed since the landing craft were supposed to depart 
for DA NANG. The ARVN boats did remain to complete the move of 
the battalions with the help of the U. S. Navy craft obtained. The 
move of the Fourth Battalion on the 16th went without incident, 
except that the boats were late in arriving to commence the move. 

9. Intelligence. Information about the enemy was very sketchy 
and vague. 

a. Enemy Situation. \fuen Task Force A arrived in the HUE -
PHU BAI area U. S. sources indicated that the 4th Regiment composed 
of the 802nd, 804th (with only two companies) and the K4B Battalions 
and an unidentified Regiment were operating south of th' PERFUME 
Rivero The 6th Regiment, ccmposed of the $OOth, $06th, and the tslOth 
Battalionp was operating north of thf" PERFUME River. The G-2 of 
the 1st ARVN Dlvie;ion related that the ti~!~ ll.egill'l.ent~ with three 
battalions,had attacked HUE from the west; th~ bth Regiment attacked 
flOm the east, one battalion was positioned northwest to block 
friendly forces attempting to rei nf oree; it .:I.a.diti on a regiment 
was being held in reserve five-ten kilometers northwest of HUE. 
On 11 February the southeastern half of the Citadel was in enemy 
hands. Estimated memy strength within the Citadel varied flOm 
two-trJI'ee companies to two-three battalions. It was reported 
tha t there were three-four man teams at each intersection armed 
with machine guns and B-40 rocket launchers 6 The popUlation of 
HUE was reported to be loyal to the GVN with the exception of a 
few uni versi ty stUdent s who, allegedly~ were cooperating with the 
enemy 9 Likely avenues for enemy reinforcements were considered 
to be from the northwest southwest and the east in that order. 
Subsequently information concerning three regiments 11 elements 

,,~ ~~o otper regJmel1~s and several apparently independent or 
"JnJCf,' ~2e~,,,,, trf?nfi,Uv, ,er, support, or sre cialty unit s was del1f'!MN'i'!n'~""'''-~~'';'''.' .'''' ~":""""":''''''::':':''\) 

" > Zt"1 "" .. }." ..,.. 

" . )~Jh.it"kf. (" ,C~;~~~~~~~~~~ I 
.' ~ .""":'~:"--~: :-'~~'''''~'''''' ~4-f,~. 
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f. On several occasions VNAF fixed wing air craft were utilized
in support of the Vietnamese Marine Task Force. Using A1 type air-
craft the Vietnamese pilots were quite effective in their ordnance
delivery. However, frequently the coordination between VNAF and U.
S. agencies was either deficient or lacking resulting in some con-
fusion in supporting arms coordination. This confusion was resolved
by deferring to VNAF aircraft.

g. Two ARVN landing craft (1 LCU and 1 LCM-6/8) and one U. S.
Navy LCM moved the Vietnamese Marine Task Force from HUE LCU ramp
(coordinates YD 771223) to the northeast corner of HUE Citadel
(coordinates YD 756250). On 13 February there were four landing craft

o move the 1st and 5th Battalions into HUE. However,scheduled
one of these was not functioning due to maintenance problems and
the other had not yet completed a previous mission. The two which
arrived were late and there was some concern that the move might
not be completed since the landing craft were supposed to depart
for DA NANG. The ARVN boats did remain to complete the move of
the battalions with the help of the U. S. Navy craft obtained, The
move of the Fourth Battalion on the 16th went without incident,
except that the boats were late in arriving to commence the move.

9. Intelligence. Information about the enemy was very sketchy
and vague.

a. Enemy Situation. When Task Force A arrived in the HUE
PHU BAI area U. S. sources indicated that the 4th Regiment composed
of the 802nd, 804th (with only two companies) and the K4B Battalions
and an unidentified Regiment were operating south of th PERFUME
River. The 6th Regiment, composed of the 800th, 806th, and the 810th
Battalions was operating north of the PERFUME River. The G-2 of
the 1st ARVN Division related that the 6th regiment with three
battalions, had attacked HUE from the west; the 4th Regiment attacked
from the east; one battalion was positioned northwest to block
friendly forces attempting to reinforce; in addition a regiment
was being held in reserve five-ten kilometers northwest of HUE.
On 11 February the southeastern half of the Citadel was in enemy
hands. Estimated enemy strength within the Citadel varied from
two-three companies to two-three battalions. It was reported
that there were three-four man teams at each intersection armed
with machine guns and B-40 rocket launchers. The population of
HUE was reported to be loyal to the GVN with the exception of a
few university students who, allegedly, were cooperating with the
enemy. Likely avenues for enemy reinforcements were considered
to be from the northwest southwest and the east in that order.
Subsequently information concerning three regiments, elements
of two other regiments and several apparently independent or

houver, support, or specialty units was developed.
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• 
E);ll»:ft1!I~7:~>f"q>bf::i;'~"'f;'t~ffi;ris were finally idmtified as having taken po.rt 
in the battle for HUE. 
related information. 

See enclosure (2) for unit identifications and 

Enemy forces utilized storage areas outside the western Citadel 
wall and thus were able to effect resupply of food and ammunition at 
willS! interrupted only by artillery interdiction fires. Enemy units 
commenced withdrawal from HUE on the afternoon of 24 February, resist.~ 
ance after that date was slig ht and des:igned only to delay pursuit of 
withdrawing forces. 

b. Terrain and Weatherc HUE, the ancient capital of Vietnam" lies 
appro~tely 20 kilometers from the South China S~ on the roa stal 
plain betweex' QUANG "':RI and DA NANG in THUA THIEN Province. HUE CITY 
is thought c" .. wo elements: the Citadel which lies on the north 
bank of the SONG HANe (PERFUME '"'lver) and the portion of HUE CITY 
which lies on the south bdnK of the PERFUMEi ver. 

The Citadel is a walled ci ty H~thi.n a city, approximately six square 
kilometers. Within the Citadel are locatea the Imperial Pala.ce in 
the south center portion" the 1st Division, ARVN, CP and military 
hospital in the northeast corner, the HUE CITY airstrip in the north= 
western sections and small business and private homes are scattered 
throughout the remainder of the city. Streets are narrow and many 
are unpaved; buildings arlo crowded top:ether; there are numerous lakes 
and ga.rdens and there is considerable tropical vegetatio~ especially 
large hedgerows 0 The wall which surroun:! s the Citadel is 15~20 feet 
wide with a. 6 foot parapeto Surrounding the wall is a moat varying 
in width from 20-30 feet" Passage into and out of the city is 
through numerous bridges and gates through the wallo There were 
houses and shacks along much of the top of the wallo The wall and 
structures of fered considerable cover and concealment to the enemy 
especially where the enemy had reir.forced or fortified the natural 
environment 0 The abundance of vegetation offered the enemy the 
advantage of concealment 0 Intersections and elaborate entrencrments 
protected by the lilieral use of barbed "fire on the wall and elsewhere 
in the city presented formiejable obstacles to attacking friendly 
units 0 By controlling the \'(all and area surToun:iing the Citad.el 
~rti cularly in the northwest and southeastern sides of the city» 
the enemy was able to resuPI-,ly and reinforce his troops at will and 
to the limit of his logistic capability. It was not until about 
20 February that reinforcing friendly unit s commenced to seal-off 
the eastern approaches to the Citadel and about 23 February when 
the western approaches were sealed offe 
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total of 16 battalions were finally identified as having taken partA

in the battle for HUE. See enclosure (2) for unit identifications and
related information

Enemy for ces utilized storage areas outside the western Cit adel
wall and thus were able to effect re supply of food and ammunition at
will, interrupted only by artillery interdiction fires. Enemy units
commenced withdrawal from HUE on the afternoon of 24 February; resist-
ance after that date was slight and designed only to delay pursuit of

withdrawing forces.

b. Terrain and Weather. HUE, the ancient capital of Vietnam, lies
approximately 20 kilometers from the South China Sea on the coastal
plain between QUANG RI and DA NANG in THUA THIEN Province. HUE CITY

wo elements: the Citadel which lies on the northis thought
bank of the SONG HANG (PERFUME "iver) and the portion of HUE CITY
which lies on the south bank of the PERFUME iver.

The Citadel is a walled city within a city, approximately six square
kilometers. Within the Citadel are located the Imperial Palace in
the south center portion, the 1st Division, ARVN, CP and military
hospital in the northeast corner, the HUE CITY airstrip in the north
western sections and small business and private homes are scattered
throughout the remainder of the city. Streets are narrow and many
are unpaved; buildings are crowded together; there are numerous lakes
and gardens and there is considerable tropical vegetation, especially
large hedgerows. The wall which surrounds the Citadel is 15-20 feet
wide with a 6 foot parapet. Surrounding the wall is a moat varying
in width from 20-30 feet. Passage into and out of the city is
through numerous bridges and gates through the wall. There were
houses and shacks along much of the top of the wall. The wall and
structures offered considerable cover and concealment to the enemy
especially where the enemy had reinforced or fortified the natural
environment. The abundance of vegetation offered the enemy the
advantage of concealment. Intersections and elaborate entrenchments
protected by the liberal use of barbed wire on the wall and elsewhere
in the city presented formidable obstacles to attacking friendly
units. By controlling the wall and area surrounding the Citadel
particularly in the northwest and southeastern sides of the city,
the enemy was able to resupply and reinforce his troops at will and
to the limit of his logistic capability. It was not until about
20 February that reinforcing friendly units commenced to seal-off
the eastern approaches to the Citadel and about 23 February when
the western approaches were sealed off.
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10. Mission o Task Force A attacks to clear or destroT'enanY-"forces 
in zone in the Citadel of HUE CI'JY ~ 

11. Concept of Operations 6 Task Force A attacks to the southwest 
140900 February with the First Battalion on the left to secure objective 
1 ~ Fifth Battalion attacks on tbe right to secu! Objectives 2 and 40 
(See enclosure (1) 0 Task Force executes a left l.urning .,.Jvement and 
attacks to the southwest,on orde~to secure objectives in zone. 
Initially Battery C$ Vietnamese Airborne Task Force in direct support 
until relieved by Battery B~ Artillery Battalion, Vietnamese Marine 
Corps; one platoon 8ft 

j/ USNC, artillery and one battery of USNC 155mm 
howitzers in GSR$ One platoon (-) of ARVN ¥41 tanks in direct support 
of the Fifth Battalion~ Vietnamese Marine Corps. 

120 Execution. 

9 February - Task Force Headquarters and the First Infantry Bat­
talion departed SAIGON on 091000H, and arrived at PHU BAI in I Corps 
Tactical Zone on 091500H and came unoer the operational control of 
the First Infantry Division, ARVN. The Task Force established liaison 
with USMC Task Force X~Ray$ Task Force X~Ray desired immediate 
deployment of Task Force A, but this was declined by the V1~C Task 
Force Commander pending the arrival of the remainier of the task force o 

10 February ~ The rear elements of Task Force A arrived at 
PHU BAlon 102100H. 

11 February - On 110900H, the Task Force Headquarters and the 
First Battalion commenced a helilift to HUE at YD 753243. He lilift 
operations ceased at 111100H due to bad weather leaving Task Force 
Headquarters and one company of the First Battalion in HUE; the 
remaiIrler of the First Battalion was at PHU BAl. On 111330Ha USMC 
Task Force X-Ray requestEld that the remainder of the First Battalion 
move to HUE by truck or be helilifted to a landitg zone north of 
HUE to then move south by LCM. The VNMC Task Force Commander declined 
as he did not feel that either route was sufficiently secured. 

12 February - The Vli!MC Task Force Commander requested that the 
Task Force Headquarters be returred to PHU BAl to coordinate the 
arrival of the Fifth Infantry Battalion; the Headquarters returned 
to PHU BAlon 121300He One company of the First Battalion remained 
in HUE. The Fifth Battalion arrived at PHU BAlon 122400H. 

13 February - The infantry battalions fired the M-60 machine gun 
for familiarization. On 131100H» Task Force Headquarters aIrl the 
First Battalion,moved.py vehicle to the LCM ramp at YD 771223. The 

I . . .. ' •. :"- , F.i .. ·rst,.!1a .... >.tti<1~ by LeN to HUE. 
; "!'-_:', ":~'/~i ~_ . .q;.. -.. i' 

I . . ,;1 'iJ .. ~ .. ~,J 
'- .... -
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10. Mission. Task Force A attacks to clear or destroy enemy forces
in zone in the Citadel of HUE CITY.

11. Concept of Operations. Task Force A attacks to the southwest
140900 February with the First Battalion on the left to secure objective
1, Fifth Battalion attacks on the right to secur Objectives 2 and 4.
(See enclosure (1)) Task Force executes a left turning movement and
attacks to the southwest, on order, to secure objectives in zone.

Initially Battery C, Vietnamese Airborne Task Force in direct support
until relieved by Battery B Artillery Battalion, Vietnamese Marine
Corps; one platoon 8", USMC, artillery and one battery of USMC 155mm
howitzers in GSR. One platoon (-) of ARVN M41 tanks in direct support
of the Fifth Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps.

12. Execution.

9 February - Task Force Headquarters and the First Infantry Bat-
talion departed SAIGON on 091000H, and arrived at PHU BAI in I Corps
Tactical Zone on 091 500H and came under the operational control of
the First Infantry Division, ARVN. The Task Force established liaison
with USMC Task Force X-Ray. Task Force X-Ray desired immediate
deployment of Task Force A, but this was declined by the VNMC Task
Force Commander pending the arrival of the remainder of the task force,

10 February as The rear elements of Task Force A arrived at
PHU BAI on 102100H.

11 February - On 110900H, the Task Force Headquarters and the
First Battalion commenced a helilift to HUE at YD 753243. Helilift
operations ceased at 111100H due to bad weather leaving Task Force
Headquarters and one company of the First Battalion in HUE; the
remainder of the First Battalion was at PHU BAI. On 111330H, USMC
Task Force X-Ray requested that the remainder of the First Battalion
move to HUE by truck or be helilifted to a landing zone north of
HUE to then move south by LCM. The VNMC Task Force Commander declined
as he did not feel that either route was sufficiently secured.

12 February CID The VNMC Task Force Commander requested that the
Task Force Headquarters be returned to PHU BAI to coordinate the
arrival of the Fifth Infantry Battalion; the Headquarters returned
to PHU BAI on 121300H. One company of the First Battalion remained
in HUE. The Fifth Battalion arrived at PHU BAI on 122400H.

13 February - The infantry battalions fired the M-60 machine gun
for familiarization. On 131100H, Task Force Headquarters and the
First Battalion moved by vehicle to the LCM ramp at YD 771223. The
First by LCM to HUE.
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l,,,_~~,,,,,.<,...t.4~. - The First and Fifth Battalions moved to the 
, "line of deplrture at 140900H. The Fifth Batutlion was engaged 

heavily between 1409JOH and 141200Ho All fighting was of a 
house_to_house nature. The First Battalion became engaged at YD 
746223 on 141215H. The First Battalion failed in all attempts 
to seize the school at YD 749223 between 141330H - 141600H. The 
Fourth Battalion and Battery B, VNMC arrived at PHU BAI. The Task 
Force suffered nine killed and 24 wounded this date while killing 
ten Viet Cong and capturing six. One machine gun, two rifles and 
a radio were captured by the Task Force. 

15 February - The First Battalion elements received mortar 
and small arms fire at 150245H followed by an enemy probe at 
150600H at YD 748225. Between 150900H and 151130H9 the First 
Battalion seized their objective at YD 748223 and the school 
house. The Fifth Battalion attacked their objective at YD 
746224 and maintained heavy contact ea,st of their objecti ve o 

The Task Force had eight killed and 26 woumed and killed 39 
Viet Cong. A 60mm mortar, three machine guns and 19 individual 
weapons were captured. 

16 February - On 160600H a heavy mortar attack was made on 
the First Battalion followen hv a ground attacko The attack 
broke off at 160700H. The Frurth Battalion began movirg into 
HUE. Between 161000H and 161600H, the First Battalion attacked 
their objective at YD 757771 but failed to ;ei2'glit; meanwhileJj 
the Fifth Battalion attacked anu o~~zed their objective at YD 
743222. The fighting throughout the day was heavy with very 
strong resistance from the enemy. Kight }farines were killed 
and 41 were wounded. 31 Viet Cong were killed; one machine gun 
and five individual weapons were captured~ 

At 161400H, the First and Fifth Battalions used a chemical 
agent, CS, in preparation for an assault. On 161730H~ the Fifth 
Battalion received approximately eight rounds of estimated 82mm 
mortar fire in their positions. These eight roums contained a 
chemical agent filler similar to CS. Hcwever ll the battalion 
promptly masked and no difficulties were encountered. 

17 February - The Fh- st Battalion came under mortar and 
snaIl anns attack at 170300H and 170430Ho At 171000H, the Fifth 
Battalion assaulted their objective at YD 743222 and sei7.~d the 
objective at 171100Ho The First Battalion attacket its objective 
at YD 752221 without success. Six Marines were kill A.1 _,d 67 
were wounded o 54 Viet Cong were killed. 14 iniividual weapons 
and three crew-served weapons were capture d. 
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14 February The First and Fifth Battalions moved to the
line of departure at 140900H. The Fifth Battalion was engaged
heavily between 140930H and 141200H. All fighting was of a
house-to-house nature. The First Battalion became engaged at YD
746223 on 141215H. The First Battalion failed in all attempts
to seize the school at YD 749223 between 141330H - 141600H. The
Fourth Battalion and Battery B, VNMC arrived at PHU BAI. The Task
Force suffered nine killed and 24 wounded this date while killing
ten Viet Cong and capturing six. One machine gun, two rifles and
a radio were captured by the Task Force.

15 February CHIP The First Battalion elements received mortar
and small arms fire at 150245H followed by an enemy probe at
150600H at YD 748225. Between 150900H and 151130H, the First
Battalion seized their objective at YD 748223 and the school
house. The Fifth Battalion attacked their objective at YD
746224 and maintained heavy contact east of their objecti ve.
The Task Force had eight killed and 26 wounded and killed 39
Viet Cong. A 60mm mortar, three machine guns and 19 individual
weapons were captured.

16 February case On 160600H a heavy mortar attack was made on
the First Battalion followed hv a ground attack. The attack
broke off at 16070CH. The Fourth Battalion began moving into
HUE. Between 161000H and 161600H, the First Battalion attacked
their objective at YD 757771 but failed to eizeit; meanwhile,
the Fifth Battalion attacked and Seized their objective at YD
743222. The fighting throughout the day was heavy with very
strong resistance from the enemy Eight Marines were killed
and 41 were wounded. 31 Viet Cong were killed; one machine gun
and five individual weapons were captured.

At 161400H, the First and Fifth Battalions used a chemical
agent, CS, in preparation for an assault. On 161730H, the Fifth
Battalion received approximately eight rounds of estimated 82mm
mortar fire in their positions. These eight rounds contained a
chemical agent filler similar to CS. However, the battalion
promptly masked and no difficulties were encountered.

17 February - The First Battalion came under mortar and
small arms attack at 170300H and 170430H. At 171000H, the Fifth
Battalion assaulted their objective at YD 743222 and seized the
objective at 171100H. The First Battalion attacked its objective
at YD 752221 without success. Six Marines were kill a 67
were wounded. 54 Viet Cong were killed. 14 individual weapons
and three crew-served weapons were captured.
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1S February - The Fifth Battalion was under a mortar and 
small arms attack from 1S0020H to 1S05.30H. The First Battalion 
was engaged in sporadic fighting from 1S0700H to 1S1100H. The 
enemy was in very well prepared defensive positions~.. No air 
support was available due to adverse weather conditionso Artillery 
was not considered capg.ble of the pinpoint accuracy required c A 
chemical agent, CS, was employed with limited effects since the 
enemy was equipped with protective masks •. At 181200H9 the First 
Battalion had two platoons caught in a heavy cross fire which 
required a hasty retreat. Nine Marines were left behind and 
presumed dead. (Their bodies were recovered on 20 Februa.ryo) 
One Marine was captured in the vicinity of YD 743222 while 
emplacing trip flares. Four Marines were killed and 14 wourrled. 
21 Viet Cong were killed and one suspect was detained. Two crew-­
served weapons and seven individual weapons were captured. First 
Lieuten~nt L. S. MacFARLANE, USMC, was w:>unded in action and 
returned to duty 0 

19 February - The Fifth Battalion was subjected to a mortar 
and ground attack from 190300Hto 190645H. At 1911.30H, elements 
of th e Fifth Battalion assaulted an objective at YD 746219 to 
provide security for a relief in place by the Fourth Battalion. 
The relief was effectea at 191700H. 14 Marines were killed and 
47 were wounded. 47 VieT, Cong were killed. Ten individual 
weapons were captured. 

20 Februar.y - The Fourth Battalion recovered two VN}rc 
bodies, two wounded Marines and two M-16 rifles at YD 74322.30 
The First Battalion later recovered five VNMC bodies and two 
M-16 rifles. These Marines and weapons were lost on 18 Februar,y. 
Contact continued throughout the day. Three Marines were killed 
and 21 were wourrled. 47 Viet Cong were killed. One crew-served 
wea.pon and six individual weapons were captured. 

21 February - Clear and destroy operations continued& One 
Marine was killed and 12 woun:led by a USMC 155mm howitzer rourrl. 
TWenty-two Viet Cong were killed. Three Marines were killed and 
29 were wounded. Five individual weapons were captured. 

22 February - All task force elements were under heavy rocket 
(122mm), mortar and ground attack throughout the day. The Third 
Infantry Regiment~ ARVN:I on the V~lC left flank was simultaneously 
attacked. The Task Force Command post was relocated at the First 
Infantry Division, ARVNI Comms.nd Post. Five Marines were killed 
and 15 wourrled. 41 Viet Cong were killed and 19 individual weapons 
w:ere captured. 
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18 February - The Fifth Battalion was under a mortar and
small arms attack from 18002OH to 180530H. The First Battalion
was engaged in sporadic fighting from 18070OH to 181100H. The
enemy was in very well prepared defensive positions. No air
support was available due to adverse weather conditions. Artillery
was not considered capable of the pinpoint accuracy required. A
chemical agent, CS, was employed with limited effects since the

enemy was equipped with protective masks. At 181200H, the First
Battalion had two platoons caught in a heavy cross fire which
required a hasty retreat. Nine Marines were left behind and

presumed dead. (Their bodies were recovered on 20 February.)
One Marine was captured in the vicinity of YD 743222 while
emplacing trip flares. Four Marines were killed and 14 wounded.
21 Viet Cong were killed and one suspect was detained. Two crew-
served weapons and seven individual weapons were captured. First
Lieutenant L. S. MacFARLANE, USMC, was wounded in action and
returned to duty.

19 February - The Fifth Battalion was subjected to a mortar
and ground attack from 190300H to 190645H. At 191130H, elements
of the Fifth Battalion assaulted an objective at YD 746219 to
provide security for a relief in place by the Fourth Battalion.
The relief was effected at 191700H. 14 Marines were killed and
47 were wounded. 47 Viet Cong were killed. Ten individual
weapons were captured.

20 February - The Fourth Battalion recovered two VNMC
bodies, two wounded Marines and two M-16 rifles at YD 743223.
The First Battalion later recovered five VNMC bodies and two
M-16 rifles. These Marines and weapons were lost on 18 February.
Contact continued throughout the day. Three Marines were killed
and 21 were wounded. 47 Viet Cong were killed. One crew-served
weapon and six individual weapons were captured.

21 February - Clear and destroy operations continued. One
Marine was killed and 12 wounded by a USMC 155mm howitzer round.

Twenty-two Viet Cong were killed. Three Marines were killed and
29 were wounded. Five individual weapons were captured.

22 February - All task force elements were under heavy rocket
(122mm), mortar and ground attack throughout the day. The Third
Infantry Regiment, ARVN, on the VNMC left flank was simultaneously
attacked. The Task Force Command post was relocated at the First
Infantry Division, ARVN, Command Post. Five Marines were killed
and 15 wounded. 41 Viet Cong were killed and 19 individual weapons
were captured.
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23 - All task force element s were in moderate -to-
heavy contact throughout the day. No advances were made through­
out the dayo Nine Marines were ldlled and 41 were woumed. M 
Viet Cong were killed. Three crew-served weapons and three individial 
weapons were captured. 

24 February - Elements of the task force received sporadic 
mortar and small arms fire from 240300H to 240500He The Fifth 
Battalion attacked am secured the west wall of the city at 
241245H. The Fourth Battalion attacked and secured their portion 
of the south wall. The First Battalion secured all ass:igned 
objectives. At 241830, the Fourth Battalion secured an objective 
at YD 748217. The bodies of 178 dead Viet Cong were discovered 
after a through search of the battle area. The Marines suffered 
15 wounded o Captured were: 14 crew-served and 23 individual 
weapons 0 

25 February - The Fourth Battalion assaulted and seized the 
southwest corner of the Citadel from 250200H to 250500He The 
First and Fcurth Battalions conducted sweeping operations through­
out the dayo Small pockets of resistance were met and overcome. 
The Marines ha.d nine killed a.nd ten wounded. The Viet Cong had 
69 killed and 13 cap-wrede Enemy weapons captured were~ ten 
crew-served and 56 individual. 

13. Results. 

a. Casualties. 

KIA 
88 

MIA 
T 

VC/NVA 

vee 
13 

ves 
T 

~ 

WIA 
1"' 

Kill ratio - 6.9 enemy: 1 friendly 

b. Equipment. 

(1) NVA/VC Weapons Captured. 

(a) Crew-served weapons: 

t; 9 Rocket Launcher, Soviet, RFG-2 (B-40) 
1 HeavIT }if.achine Gun, CHICCM, 7.62mm, Type 57 
4 Heavy Machine Gun a CHICOM, 127mm" Type 54 

19 Light Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7. 62mm~ Type 56 
1 Light Machine Gun, U. s. 7.62mm, L60 

-', ," 3 Light Machine Gun, U. s •• .30 Caliber, M1919Al 

nJ):,5iJ:tjr1!~~:~rsJ/ Uo So 60mm ~::~~:~:::::::~~:~~~::.~'. 
3 ~ ~4i?lJ~.~~t~~~,Ui < 
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23 February - All task force elements were in moderate-to-
heavy contact throughout the day. No advances were made through-
out the day. Nine Marines were killed and 41 were wounded. 48
Viet Cong were killed. Three crew-served weapons and three individial
weapons were captured.

24 February - Elements of the task force received sporadic
mortar and small arms fire from 240300H to 240500H. The Fifth
Battalion attacked and secured the west wall of the city at
241245H. The Fourth Battalion attacked and secured their portion
of the south wall. The First Battalion secured all assigned
objectives. At 241830, the Fourth Battalion secured an objective
at YD 748217. The bodies of 178 dead Viet Cong were discovered
after a through search of the battle area. The Marines suffered
15 wounded. Captured were: 14 crew-served and 23 individual
weapons.

25 February - The Fourth Battalion assaulted and seized the
southwest corner of the Citadel from 250200H to 250500H. The
First and Fourth Battalions conducted sweeping operations through
out the day. Small pockets of resistance were met and overcome.
The Marines had nine killed and ten wounded. The Viet Cong had
69 killed and 13 captured. Enemy weapons captured were: ten
crew-served and 56 individual,

13. Results.

a, Casualties.

VC/NVA USVNMC

WIAKIA KIAWIA MIA VCC VCS
608 11 13 888 350

Kill ratio CMS 6.9 enemy: 1 friendly

b. Equipment.

(1) NVA/VC Weapons Captured.

(a) Crew-served weapons:

9 Rocket Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)
1 Heavv Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 57
4 Heavy Machine Gun, CHICOM, 127mm, Type 54
19 Light Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 56
1 Light Machine Gun, U. S. 7.62mm, M-60
3 Light Machine Gun, U. S. .30 Caliber, M1919A1
2 Mortars, U. S. 60mm
39 Total

INCLASSIFIED
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(b) Individual Weapons: 

68 Rifle~ Assault, Soviet, 7062mm, AK-47 
5 Sub=machine Gun, CHIODM, 7662mm, K-50 
1 Sub-machine Gun, Danish, M~51 

49 Carbine, Semi=automatic9 Soviet~ 7062mm, SKS 
3 Carbineij CHlCOM, 7 ()62mm~ Type 56 

17 Pistols~ GHlCOM, 7062mm~ Type 54 
1 GU09 Flare, CHlCOM 
1 Pistol, French, 7065mm 
1 BAR, UoSQ$ B30 Caliber 
6 Rifle, UoSo, 5" 56mm , Ml6El 
2 Sub-machine Gun, UoSo, 045 Caliber, M3Al 

11 Rifle, U$SO, 030 Ca1ib~r9 M=l 
32 Carbine9 UoSo, 030 Caliber9 M-l 
~ Pistol, Semi=automatic~ .,45 Caliber, M1911 
205. 

(2) NVA/VC Material Captured/Destroyed: 

125 
8 

52 
158 

16 
140 

4 
1 
6 

Rockets~ CHlCOM, RPG~2 (B=40) 
Boosters, Rocket, CHI ODM , RPG=2 (B-40) 
Hand Grenades~ UoSo~ M=26 
Hand Grenades, CHlOOM, assorted 
Projectiles, Mortar, CHlCOM, 82mm 
Projectiles, Mortar, UoSo~ 82mm 
Projectiles, UoSo~ 40mm~ M-79 
Kilograms of TN! 
Satchel Charges 

15~800 Rounds s Assorted Small Arms Ammunition 
Magazines, assorted types 100 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

Tripod, Machine Gun 
Sighting Device~ Mortar, ~Q6 
G~s Mask~ Soviet 
Radio, V.S0' AN/PRcP6 
Field Telephone~ UoSo, EE=8 
Generator9 Radio~ UoSQ' AN/GRC=9 
Assorted Medical Supplies 
Assorted Uniforms and Web Gear 

(3) VNMC Weapons and Equipment Destroyed by enemy action: 

2 Machine Gun~ UoSo~ 7062mm, M=60 
1 Rifle~ U.S., 5056mm~ Ml6El 
2 Mortar, UoS~, 60mm 
1 Launcher~ Grenade, U"S,,~ 4Omm, M=79 

__ .... ""~ ' ..... :~, 1 Radio~ U.So~ AN!PRC=25 
..,,+ Ii ..... t.~-'~.~ '.". 4?- ~ 'a~ ~ I> .'. "t ,1 

.. ,.,. ;. f '~ .. ~. . I~ -.# i,· "' ,,~ .... i; I:t/~ ~~:i .. : :,~~ <{~.' :f't~as wher~ airstrikes were conducted were searChed by ground 
> l,'ft~~~>1 ~a~\~;.\jit~~J if·~ :,~J 
~·"._"~_""'''.~~~'I6lI''''''''~''''~~''''4~f : 
'-:.. 0;.- _.I'.'~~ _,>-~" ..... :; .. ,.~ ~_ .• _~:.w<_ '\ .. _ "'., ... ~ '~ ... >,-, .... 10 
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(b) Individual Weapons:

68 Rifle, Assault, Soviet, 7.62mm, AK-47
5 Sub-machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62mm, K-50
1 Sub-machine Gun, Danish, M-51

49 Carbine, Semi-automatic, Soviet, 7.62mm, SKS
3 Carbine, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 56
17 Pistols, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 54
1 Gun, Flare, CHICOM
1 Pistol, French, 7.65mm
1 BAR, U.S. .30 Caliber
6 Rifle, U.S., 5.56mm, M16E1
2 Sub-machine Gun, U.S. .45 Caliber, M3A1
17 Rifle, U.S, .30 Caliber, M-1
32 Carbine, U.S., .30 Caliber, M-1
2 Pistol, Semi-automatic, .45 Caliber, M1911

205

(2) NVA/VC Material Captured/Destroyed:

125 Rockets, CHICOM, RPG-2 (B-40)
8 Boosters, Rocket, CHICOM, RPG-2 (B-40)

52 Hand Grenades, U.S. M-26
158 Hand Grenades, CHICOM, assorted
16 Projectiles, Mortar, CHICOM, 82mm

140 Projectiles, Mortar, U.S., 82mm
4 Projectiles, U.S. 40mm, M-79
1 Kilograms of TNT
6 Satchel Charges

15,800 Rounds, Assorted Small Arms Ammunition
100 Magazines, assorted types

I Tripod, Machine Gun
1 Sighting Device, Mortar, M26
1 Gas Mask, Soviet
1 Radio, U.S. AN/PRC-6
2 Field Telephone, U.S., EE-8
1 Generator, Radio, U.S., AN/GRC-9

Assorted Medical Supplies
Assorted Uniforms and Web Gear

(3) VNMC Weapons and Equipment Destroyed by enemy action:

2 Machine Gun, U.S., 7.62mm, M-60
1 Rifle, U.S., 5.56mm, M16E1
2 Mortar, U.S., 60mm
1 Launcher, Grenade, U.S., 40mm, M-79
1 Radio, U.S. AN/PRC=25

Aréas where airstrikes were conducted were searched by ground
forces,
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a. §ypplr;.e. Deficiencies in Vietnamese plimning created a last 
minute require~nt for armored vests and gas masks which apparently 
could not be entirely satisfied prior to the deployment of the 
Vietnamese Marine Task Force to HUE. Upon arrival in HUE the 
1st Division~ ARVN, became responsible for logistic support of the 
Vietnamese Marine Task Forceo Certain items were already in critical 
supply, particularly 105mm howitzer ammunition and M=79 t ... llunition. 
Resupply of these and other items were dependent in part on the 
availability of landing craft to bring supplies to the Citadel either 
from DA NANG or from the LCU ramp on the south shore of tL PERFUME 
Rivere In order to utilize the landing craft, gunships had to be 
available to cover their movement. Poor weather and severe limitations 
on the availability of gunships frequently precluded this required 
cover and resulted in delay of needed resupply itemSe On at least 
one occasion at the HUE LCU ramp,there was no apparent determination 
being made as to which items were most urge~tly needed in the Citadel; 
items were loaded which most readily coincided with the landing 
crafts configurationo It appears that ARVN logistical effort is re= 
latively inflexible without detailed planningo This situation was 
not enhanced by having only an E-7 as thr Sen:or G~4 Advt SOl' present 
in the Citadel during the battleo 

bo Treatment of Casualties, Evacuation and Hospitallzationo 
Casualties were evacuated on foot or by litter bearers to battalion 
aid stationso From these locations wounded and dead were evacuated 
by jeep ambulance or truck to the HUE Vietnamese military hospital 
in the northeast corner of the Citadele Of the 350 wounded who were 
evacuated to the hospital only 21 subsequently diede Although the 
hospitals capacity and capability was overtaxed, medical personnel 
did an outstanding job of caring for their patientso More seriously 
wounded patients were evacuated by helicopter or LCU to the ARVN 
hospital in DA NANG. 

Co Transportationo USAF C=l30's moved the Vietnamese Marine 
Task Force to HUE=PHU BAlo Task Force Headquarters and the First 
Battalion~ VNMC were moved on 9 and 10 Februaryo The Fifth Battalion, 
VNMC was moved to HUE=PHU BAr on 12 Februaryo The Fourth Battalion 9 

VNMC and Battery B~ VN~~ were moved to HUE-PRU BAl by C=130 on 
15 February and were committed 2 days after the First and Fifth 
Battalionso A more expeditious movement of the Task Force, 
particularly the Fifth Battalion would have permitted the commitment 
of the Task Force to the HUE battle at least two days earlier and at 
a time when their combat power was urgently nee~,~g,~>; :.'/. ',:""''',. 

~~~ 
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14: Administrative Matters:

a. Supply. Deficiencies in Vietnamese planning created a last
minute requirement for armored vests and gas masks which apparently
could not be entirely satisfied prior to the deployment of the
Vietnamese Marine Task Force to HUE. Upon arrival in HUE the
1st Division, ARVN, became responsible for logistic support of the
Vietnamese Marine Task Force. Certain items were already in critical
supply, particularly 105mm howitzer ammunition and M-79 E munition.

Resupply of these and other items were dependent in part on the

availability of landing craft to bring supplies to the Citadel either
from DA NANG or from the LCU ramp on the south shore of th PERFUME
River. In order to utilize the landing craft, gunships had to be
available to cover their movement. Poor weather and severe limitations
on the availability of gunships frequently precluded this required
cover and resulted in delay of needed resupply items. On at least
one occasion at the HUE LCU ramp, there was no apparent determination
being made as to which items were most urgently needed in the Citadel;
items were loaded which most readily coincided with the landing
crafts configuration. It appears that ARVN logistical effort is re-

latively inflexible without detailed planning. This situation was
not enhanced by having only an E-7 as the Senior G-4 Advisor present
in the Citadel during the battle.

b. Treatment of Casualties, Evacuation and Hospitalization.
Casualties were evacuated on foot or by litter bearers to battalion
aid stations. From these locations wounded and dead were evacuated
by jeep ambulance or truck to the HUE Vietnamese military hospital
in the northeast corner of the Citadel. Of the 350 wounded who were
evacuated to the hospital only 21 subsequently died. Although the

hospitals capacity and capability was overtaxed, medical personnel
did an outstanding job of caring for their patients. More seriously
wounded patients were evacuated by helicopter or LCU to the ARVN
hospital in DA NANG.

Transportation. USAF C-130's moved the Vietnamese MarineCo
Task Force to HUE-PHU BAI. Task Force Headquarters and the First
Battalion, VNMC were moved on 9 and 10 February. The Fifth Battalion,
VNMC was moved to HUE-PHU BAI on 12 February. The Fourth Battalion,
VNMC and Battery B, VNMC were moved to HUE-PHU BAI by C-130 on
15 February and were committed 2 days after the First and Fifth
Battalions. A more expeditious movement of the Task Force,
particularly the Fifth Battalion would have permitted the commitment
of the Task Force to the HUE battle at least two days earlier and at
a time when their combat power was urgently needed.
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Helicopter transportation was quite limited and available assets 
were severely hampered by conservative weather minimumso When 
helicopter, were available and weather was sufficiently good the 
support pr9vided was excellente 

UoSo Marine truck transportation assets were very limited; how= 
ever, every effort was made by USMC Task Force X-Ray to provide the 
transportation required to move the Vietnamese Marine Task Forc~ 
from PHD BAI to HUE on a timely basis, when helicopter transportation 
was either unavailable or grounded due to poor weathero 

ee Communicationso There were no significant problems with 
communicationse The PRC=25 radio was effective in the HUE operatione 

15. Special Equipment and Techniguesl None 

16. Advisor Analysis: 

ao Command and Control~ There was no single commander of forces 
employed in HUEo Republic of Vietnamese forces were commended by the 
Commanding General, 1st ARVN Division, who employed forces available 
to him to drive enemy forces from the cit Yo United States forces were 
employed somewhat belatedly and on a piecemeal basis on a coordination 
and cooperation arrangement with the Commandin9Genel,~~J 1st ARVN Divisiono 
The effects of this lack of a single commander were apparent in three 
areas~ First~ there was no commander to develop an overall plan to 
recapture HUE who had sufficient assets available to him to accomplish 
the task expeditiously and in a tactical sound manoero Secondly, fire 
support ,coordination was accomplished on a strictly cooperative basis 
wi th all element~ competing ~or available fire support assets.. The 
element which was most pei~istent and vocal usually obtained the assetso 
Further~ there was at best only an adhoc effort to coordinate the use 
of various supporting armsQ Only the voluntary cooperation of various 
units prevented tragic consequences.. These adhoc efforts hampered 
planning for use of supporting arms in conjunction with ground maneuver" 
Thirdly~ the lack of a single commander precluded effective procurement 
and allocation of lo~istical support 0 Each element supported itself and 
frequentl:' competing lor use of available facilities and means of 
logistical SUppC~T 

be TacticsoThere was little or no effort made to cordon and seal 
the Citadel prior to attempting to drive the enemy from the areao 
Consequently, the enemy was able to resupply his forces, evacuate dead 
and wounded9 and send in replacements during virtually the entire 
battle to recapture the cit.yo When forces were deployed around the 

, . 'Crtacrer enemy' :r.esistance collapsed rather quickly. 
:;}' ~:"J «""Ih#~'m-f '. ;!f It fl. l 
".",~ JI I ~{hi fvJ(:f.1 ,.,., : . 
.. ~-I • ':..1~J',. I~""", I 
.~~t' ........ .:. ......... ~.< ...... ~ , 12 
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Helicopter transportation was quite limited and available assets
were severely hampered by conservative weather minimums. When
helicopters were available and weather was sufficiently good the

support provided was excellent.

U.S. Marine truck transportation assets were very limited; how-
ever, every effort was made by USMC Task Force X-Ray to provide the
transportation required to move the Vietnamese Marine Task Force
from PHU BAI to HUE on a timely basis, when helicopter transportation
was either unavailable or grounded due to poor weather.

e. Communications. There were no significant problems with
communications. The PRC-25 radio was effective in the HUE operation.

15. Special Equipment and Techniques: None

16. Advisor Analysis:

a. Command and Control. There was no single commander of forces
employed in HUE. Republic of Vietnamese forces were commended by the

Commanding General, 1st ARVN Division, who employed forces available
to him to drive enemy forces from the city. United States forces were
employed somewhat belatedly and on a piecemeal basis on a coordination
and cooperation arrangement with the Commanding General, 1st ARVN Division.
The effects of this lack of a single commander were apparent in three
areas: First, there was no commander to develop an overall plan to

recapture HUE who had sufficient assets available to him to accomplish
the task expeditiously and in a tactical sound manner. Secondly, fire
support coordination was accomplished on a strictly cooperative basis
with all elements competing or available fire support assets. The
element which was most persistent and vocal usually obtained the assets.
Further, there was at best only an adhoc effort to coordinate the use
of various supporting arms. Only the voluntary cooperation of various
units prevented tragic consequences. These adhoc efforts hampered
planning for use of supporting arms in conjunction with ground maneuver.
Thirdly, the lack of a single commander precluded effective procurement
and allocation of logistical support. Each element supported itself and
frequentl competing for use of available facilities and means of
logistical support

b. Tactics. There was little or no effort made to cordon and seal
the Citadel prior to attempting to drive the enemy from the area.

Consequently, the enemy was able to resupply his forces, evacuate dead
and wounded, and send in replacements during virtually the entire
battle to recapture the city. When forces were deployed around the
Citadel enemy resistance collapsed rather quickly.
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Co Psychological Warfaree There was little or no use made of 

psy~holo?ical war~are techniques to control ci viliaris_ndthys prevent 
thelr be~n9 exp101 ted by the enemy and to encourage th~ enemy to . 
CHIEU HOI Or surrender. ~ ~ Cc.' 

do VNMC Employment. There was some criticism initially of the 
Vietnamese Marine Corps, because the one battalion was not immediately 
employed upon its arrival in PHU BAr. The Republic of Vietnam Joint 
General Staff directives~ however, precludes the piecemeal commitment 
of elements of a Vietnamese MaTine Task Forcee Thus~ the Vietnamese 
Marine Task Force Commander was acting properly under proper orders with­
holding the commitment of his forces until at least the second battalion 
of his three battalion task force 'arrived in PHU BAI~ 

eo Direct Fire Weapons. The VNMC at present does not have sufficient 
organic direct fire weapons of sufficient caliber to effectively fight 
inbuil t=up areaso When l06mm Recoilless Hi £lesere made available to 
the Vietnamese Marine Task Force in HUE~ tht.i were utilized effectively 
and contributed materially to clearing the cit Yo 

fo Use of smoke and CS& The value of the$e two age~~s was not 
fully appreciated and consequently they were not used effectively 
during the HUE b- 'tIe at least by Yietn .. ese Marine elementso CS 
was used in HUE on 16 February, but effects were not immediately 
exploited. This gav? the enemy time to mask and reacto Smoke could 
have been used to screen friendly forward and lateral maneuver~ 

17c Recommendations: 

Sa That a study be conducted to determine the feasibility of 
desionating a single commander of local RVNAF and Free World Forces 
in a emergency tactical sit·,-,tiono 

bo That the tactics and techniques for fighting in built=up 
areas be stressed as an integral part of basic training (officer­
enlisted) for RVNAF and unit training of both RVNAF and Free World 
Forceso 

Co That the techniques of psychological warfare be refined and 
tailored for application in built=up areas to enhance civilian control 
and enemy defection or surrendero 

do That advisors and Free World Forces be app~ised of RVNAF 
directives which affect employment of RVNAF forces 

eo That a study be conducted to determine the optimum number 
and type of larger caliber direct fire weapons required to give VNMC 

; ...... ,,,,, .. '. 
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Psychological Warfare. There was little or no use made ofCo

psychological warfare techniques to control civilians and thus prevent
their being exploited by the enemy and to encourage the enemy to
CHIEU HOI or surrender.

d. VNMC Employment. There was some criticism initially of the
Vietnamese Marine Corps, because the one battalion was not immediately
employed upon its arrival in PHU BAI. The Republic of Vietnam Joint
General Staff directives, however, precludes the piecemeal commitment
of elements of a Vietnamese Marine Task Force. Thus, the Vietnamese
Marine Task Force Commander was acting properly under proper orders with-
holding the commitment of his forces until at least the second battalion
of his three battalion task force arrived in PHU BAI.

e. Direct Fire Weapons. The VNMC at present does not have sufficient
organic direct fire weapons of sufficient caliber to effectively fight
in built-up areas. When 106mm Recoilless Rifles ere made available to
the Vietnamese Marine Task Force in HUE, they were utilized effectively
and contributed materially to clearing the city.

f. Use of smoke and CS. The value of these two agents was not
fully appreciated and consequently they were not used effectively
during the HUE be tle at least by Vietn bese Marine elements. CS
was used in HUE on 16 February, but effects were not immediately
exploited. This gave the enemy time to mask and react. Smoke could
have been used to screen friendly forward and lateral maneuver.

17. Recommendations:

a. That a study be conducted to determine the feasibility of
desionating a single commander of local RVNAF and Free World Forces
in a emergency tactical sit tion.

b. That the tactics and techniques for fighting in built-up
areas be stressed as an integral part of basic training (officer-
enlisted) for RVNAF and unit training of both RVNAF and Free World
Forces.

Co That the techniques of psychological warfare be refined and
tailored for application in built-up areas to enhance civilian control
and enemy defection or surrender.

d. That advisors and Free World Forces be apprised of RVNAF
directives which affect employment of RVNAF forces

e. That a study be conducted to determine the optimum number
and type of larger caliber direct fire weapons required to give VNMC
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units an adequate capability to support operations in built=up are.?S. 

f. That RVNAF and Free World Forces be encouraged to utiliz( 
C5 and smoke when fighting in built=up areas~ 
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units an adequate capability to support operations in built-up areas.

f. That RVNAF and Free World Forces be encouraged to utilize
CS and smoke when fighting in built-up areas.

1alway C Forder
TALMAN C. BUDD, II

DISTRIBUTION:
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NAVFORV Historian (Code 03)
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BECAP OF DATA ABOUT ENEMY UNITS WliICH PARTICIPATED IN HUE CITVBATTLE 

10 6th NVA Regimento Command Post at YO 693242 near LA CHU Village 
which was staging area for units operating in and around HUE; withdrew 
to base area YO 6617 in HUONG THA Mountainso 

a9 SOOth Battalion" Operated in the Emperial Palace and the 
southeast part of the Citadel vicinity of YO 754218. 

bo 802nd Battalion" Operated in vicinity YO 7482l8~ responsible 
for covering the northwest routes in HUE City" Battalion operated with 
the C115 Local Force Company" 

c. 806th BattalionoOperated in vicinity of YO 734227 • 

20 4th NYA Regiment" Command Post at YO 8321; later withdrew to 
PHU LOC Mountains base area vicinity YO 8031. 

a. 804th Battaliono Located east of HUE near YO 7723 withC1l7th 
Local Force Company. 

b. 4BBattaliono Operated south of PHD CAM Canal with defensive 
positions vicinity YO 7620, YO 7621, YO 7622 supported by the C1l9th Local 
Force Company" 

c. 4/9 or AKA 1/4 Battaliono Operated in HUE f~ 31 January to 
2 February; then moved to PHO LOC to interdic Highway #1. 

30 90th NYA Regiment? 324B Division. Departed KHE SANH 27 December 1967 
with the 7th Battalion (estimated strength 400)~ the 8th Battalion 
(estimated strength 500) and the 9th Battalion (strength unknown) for 
the QUANG rRr Mountain areao On 13 February the regiment was ordered 
to HUE with the mission of recapturing the cit yo It operated in 
the southwest corner of the Citadel Vicinity YO 7521; 7th Battalion 
operated vicinity of YO 7402250 

40 29th NVA Regiment? 325C Division" The 7th and 8th Battalions of this 
regiment operated vicinity of YO 6924 LA CHU Village (staging area for 
units operating in HUE)o 

50 24th NVA Regiment, 304th DivisioooThe 7th and 8th Battalions were 
identified; nothing further is known. 

6~ 416th Battalion~ This unit entered HUE about 15 February and operated 
in vicinity of YO 764224. 
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of

RECAP OF DATA ABOUT ENEMY UNITS WHICH PARTICIPATED IN HUE CITY BATTLE

1. 6th NVA Regiment. Command Post at YD 693242 near LA CHU Village
which was staging area for units operating in and around HUE; withdrew
to base area YD 6617 in HUONG THA Mountains.

a. 800th Battalion. Operated in the Emperial Palace and the
southeast part of the Citadel vicinity of YD 754218.

b. 802nd Battalion. Operated in vicinity YD 748218, responsible
for covering the northwest routes in HUE City. Battalion operated with
the C115 Local Force Company.

806th Battalion. Operated in vicinity of YD 734227.C.

2. 4th NVA Regiment. Command Post at YD 8321; later withdrew to
PHU LOC Mountains base area vicinity YD 8031.

a. 804th Battalion. Located east of HUE near YD 7723 with C117th
Local Force Company.

b. 4B Battalion. Operated south of PHU CAM Canal with defensive
positions vicinity YD 7620, YD 7621, YD 7622 supported by the C119th Local

Force Company.

C o 4/9 or AKA 1/4 Battalion. Operated in HUE from 31 January to
2 February; then moved to PHU LOC to interdic Highway #1.

3. 90th NVA Regiment, 324B Division. Departed KHE SANH 27 December 1967
with the 7th Battalion (estimated strength 400), the 8th Battalion
(estimated strength 500) and the 9th Battalion (strength unknown) for

the QUANG TRI Mountain area. On 13 February the regiment was ordered
to HUE with the mission of recapturing the city. It operated in
the southwest corner of the Citadel vicinity YD 7521; 7th Battalion

operated vicinity of YD 740225.

4. 29th NVA Regiment, 325C Division. The 7th and 8th Battalions of this
regiment operated vicinity of YD 6924 LA CHU Village (staging area for
units operating in HUE).

5. 24th NVA Regiment, 304th Division. The 7th and 8th Battalions were
identified; nothing further is known.

6. 416th Battalion. This unit entered HUE about 15 February and operated
in vicinity of YD 764224.

Operated north of HUE in vicinity of QUANG DIEN7. 810th Battalion
District.
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80 12th Sapper Batt~lio~o Identified in the vicinity of HUE; nothing 
further known. 

90 ClSth Local Force Companyo A transportation unit with attachments 
to the infantry battalions operating in the areao 

100 Cl14th Local Force Companyo Operated near YO 7525 with mission of 
harassing river traffico 

lle Cll5th Local Force CompanYa A logistical unit which supported the 
802nd Battalion[;l 6th NVARegiment in vicinity of YO 748218 (see 
paragraph Ib). 

12 .. C1l6th Local Force Companyo Operated along Highway #1 near 
YO 802203 with mission of harassing highway traffico 

1'3oC1l7th Local Force Companya Operated with SO 4th Battalion, 4th NVA 
Regiment east of HUEo This unit move to YD 766235 about 15 Februaryo 
(See paragraph 2a) 

14. Cll9th Local Force Company& Supported the K4B Battalion south of 
HUE {see paragraph 2b)o 

150 H=l (HUE City) Sapper Unit. Identified at YO 7506. 

16. Unidentified Rocket Battaliono This 122mm rocket battalion con­
ducted several attacks on HUE; its location was never determined. 
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8. 12th Sapper Battalion. Identified in the vicinity of HUE; nothing
further known.

C18th Local Force Company. A transportation unit with attachments9.
to the infantry battalions operating in the area.

10. C114th Local Force Company. Operated near YD 7525 with mission of
harassing river traffic.

11. C115th Local Force Company. A logistical unit which supported the
802nd Battalion, 6th NVA Regiment in vicinity of YD 748218 (see

paragraph 1b).

12. C116th Local Force Company. Operated along Highway #1 near
YD 802203 with mission of harassing highway traffic.

13. C117th Local Force Company. Operated with 804th Battalion, 4th NVA
Regiment east of HUE. This unit move to YD 766235 about 15 February.
(See paragraph 2a)

14. C119th Local Force Company. Supported the K4B Battalion south of
HUE (see paragraph 2b).

15. H-1 (HUE City) Sapper Unit. Identified at YD 7506.

16. Unidentified Rocket Battalion. This 122mm rocket battalion con-
ducted several attacks on HUE; its location was never determined.
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13 tTun 1968 

F'L13T LJJlJORSE~'~~J\'T on Captain SHANE's .. \ft.cr ,~~ctiol1 R.eport dc:.ted ?Ju116t3 

FrOLl: ~;enior I-brine ::'(;V;_~'iOl', ;~.rine ,"c;vi::or;y Unit 1 ~~2,ve,1 i~Jjvisor'y 
Grou,~, },'lAGV 

~llC~ CO!lIDE .. nder, 1;. 3. :'Ja,vb31 7o:r~ces, Victn'~f}:l 

l~ ForvJ~·jrded eorlclJ,rri:"l~3 ~'.!:CL}l t\c ci1ti~~~c i~8·~:Jcr·t.. CO!ltirlHcd ad\.riso~'y 
effort ,lill bE' :::i VEil 2,11 recoi:,:;,endaUc[J.~). ],11 V~Letnamese ~i:arine CarIco 
advisors ,vUl be D,r;'Cl'ded t:1e 0prcrt,unit~i to ~'itud;y this report. 

2~ The information contained in paragraphs 6 through 9, although not 
specifically related to Vietnamese ¥mrine Corps actions in Operation 
'IRAN HUNG DAO, is provided as a J'natter "r general background for those 
readers not familiar with the Operation. 

3.' With resp€ ct to p3.ragraph l4.d, an Slmm Mortar Course was recently 
established at the Vietnamese Narine Corps Training Center, THU DUO. 
The initial results of this course have been heartening and sane advisors 
have reported more and better use of this partj..cular supporting arm. 

~. i ..; ~ . 

J. T"",13RECKINRIDGE 
Acti~ 
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3480
13 Jun 1968

CONFIDENTIAL

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Captain SHANE's After Action Report dated 7Jun68

From: Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Advisory Unit, Naval Advisory
Group, MACV
Commander, U. S. Naval Forces, VietnamTo:

Subj: After Action Report

1. Forwarded concurring with the entire report. Continued advisory
effort will be given all recommendations. All Vietnamese Marine Corps
advisors will be afforded the opportunity to study this report.

2. The information contained in paragraphs 6 through 9, although not

specifically related to Vietnamese Marine Corps actions in Operation
TRAN HUNG DAO, is provided as a matter of general background for those
readers not familiar with the Operation.

3. With respect to paragraph 14.d, an 81mm Mortar Course was recently
established at the Vietnamese Marine Corps Training Center, THU DUC.
The initial results of this course have been heartening and some advisors
have reported more and better use of this particular supporting arm.

J. T. BRECKINRIDGE
Acting

CONFIDENTIAL
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OFFICE OF THE SENIOR YJUi!NE ADVISOR 
Naval. _Advisory . Gro~p,~ . BQx .119 . 

Fro San Francisco 96626 ... 

HJS:fmcg 
3480 
7 June 1968 

From: Captain Harry J. SHANE, 085116/0302" USMC, Marine Advisory Unit, 
Naval Adyisory.Group,MACV 

To: Commander U. S. MUi:tarY .~ssistance Command, Vietnam (Attn: . J343) 
Vj,a: (1) Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Adyisory Unit, Naval Advisory 

Group, MAGV 
(2) Commander Naval Forces, Vietnam 

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS MACJ 3-32 (K-l) 

Ref~ (a) MACV Directive 335-8 dated 1 September 1967 

Enel: ....- (1) Op(')ration Overlay 

1. Name of Operation: TRAN HUNG DAO 

Note: Operation TRAN HUNG DAD, as noted below, commenced on 3 February 1968 
i'Si result of the Communist TET O:ffensive in the SAIGON area"How-
ever to fUlly reali~e the overall participation by Vietnamese Marine Corps 
units, the time period tor this report will begin on 30 January 1968. 

2. Dates of Operatiom 030001 February to 110600 March 1968 

3.. Location: III Corps Tactical Zone, GlA DINH Provincej TAN BINH, 
THU roc, 'GO VAP Districts. 

4. Control. Headg,uarteTs. Capital Military District Headquarters 

5. Reporting;' Officer. Captain Harry J", SHANE, USMC 

Advisors Participating! 

Colonel R. L. MICHAEL, JR., USMC 

LtCol G. W. RODNEY, USMC 

GROUP7"'4 
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Senior Marine Advisor 
(30Jan-3Mar68) 
Asst Senior Marine Advisor 
(30Jan-3Mar68 ) 
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CONFIDENTIAL

From: Captain Harry J. SHANE, 085116/0302, USMC, Marine Advisory Unit,
Naval Advisory Group, MACV
Commander U. S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (Attn: J343)To:
(1) Senior Marine Advisor, Marine Advisory Unit, Naval AdvisoryVia:

Group, MACV
(2) Commander Naval Forces, Vietnam

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS MACJ 3-32 (K-1))

(a) MACV Directive 335-8 dated 1 September 1967Ref:

Encl: - (1) Operation Overlay

1. Name of Operation: TRAN HUNG DAO

Note: Operation TRAN HUNG DAO, as noted below, commenced on 3 February 1968
as a result of the Communist TET Offensive in the SAIGON area. How-
ever to fully realize the overall participation by Vietnamese Marine Corps
units, the time period for this report will begin on 30 January 1968.

2. Dates of Operation: 030001 February to 110600 March 1968

3. Location: III Corps Tactical Zone, GIA DINH Province; TAN BINH,
THU DUC, GO VAP Districts.

4. Control Headquarters. Capital Military District Headquarters

5. Reporting Officer. Captain Harry J. SHANE, USMC

Advisors Participating:

Senior Marine AdvisorColonel R. L. MICHAEL, JR., USMC
(30Jan-3Mar68)
Asst Senior Marine AdvisorLtCol G. W. RODNEY, USMC
(30Jan-3Mar68)
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LtCol R. H. KANSIEB., USMC 

Major W. E. McKINSTRY, USMC 

MajorT. C. BUDD II, USMC 

Major E. H. BOYCE, USMC 

Major J. A. RINDFLEISCH, USMC 

Major W. P. ESHELMAN J USMC 

Major P. L. CARLSON, USMC 

Major H. T. WARD, USMC 

Major P. E. GARDNER, USMC 

Captain R. D. RAY, USMC 

Captain R. "VU COFFEL, USMC 

Captain J. I. SIMPSON, USMC 

Captain H. J. SHANE, U91C 

Captain D. E. BO,NSPER, USMC 

Captain J. A. WILLIAMS, USMC 
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Operations Advisor 
(JOJan-,3Mar68) 
Senior Advisor, Task 
Force B, VNMC (30Jan-)Mar68) 
Senior Advisor, Task 
Force A, VNMC (6-9Feb68) 
Aset Advisor, Task Force B 
(14-29Feb68) 
Senior AdVisor, Second 
Battalion, VNMC (20Feb­
llMar68) 
Senior Advisor, Fourth 
Battalion, VNMC (31Jan-
13Feb681 
Senior Advisor, Fifth 
Battalion" WMC (.6-11Feb68) 

Senior Advisor, Third 
Battalion, VNMC (30Jan­
llMar68) 
Senior Advisor, Sixth 
Battalion, VNMC (2Feb­
llMar68) 
Senior~AdVisor, First 
Battalion, VNMC (2-6Feb68); 
Asst Advisor, Task Force A, 
VNMC (7 -9Feb68) 
Asst Advisor, TaskForce B, 
VNMC (30Jan-12Feb68); 
Artillery Adviser (l,3Feb­
llMar68) 
Asst Advisor, Task Force B, 
VNMC (19Feb-6Mar68); Senior 
Advisor.1 First Battalion, 
VNMO (30Jan-2Feb68) 
Senior Advisor,Second 
Battalion, VNMC (2-12Feb6B); 
Asst Advisor, Third Bat- . 
talion.1 VNMC(19-20Feb68) 
Asst Advisor, Second Bat­
talion, VNMC(5Feb-lLMar68) 
Asst AdVisor, Third Bat­
talion, VNMC (30Jan-1LMar68) 
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Operations AdvisorLtCol R. H. KANSIER, USMC
(30Jan-3Mar68)
Senior Advisor, TaskMajor W. E. McKINSTRY, USMC
Force B, VNMC (30Jan-3Mar68)
Senior Advisor, TaskMajor T. C. BUDD II, USMC
Force A, VNMC (6-9Feb68)

Major E. H. BOYCE, USMC Asst Advisor, Task Force B
(14-29Feb68)

Major J. A. RINDFLEISCH, USMC Senior Advisor, Second
Battalion, VNMC (20Feb-
11Mar68)

Major W. P. ESHELMAN, USMC Senior Advisor, Fourth
Battalion, VNMC (31Jan-
13Feb68)

Major P. L. CARLSON, USMC Senior Advisor, Fifth
Battalion, VNMC (6-11Feb68)

Major H. T. WARD, USMC Senior Advisor, Third
Battalion, VNMC (30Jan-
11Mar68)

Major P. E. GARDNER, USMC Senior Advisor, Sixth
Battalion, VNMC (2Feb-
11Mar68)

Captain R. D. RAY, USMC Senior Advisor, First
Battalion, VNMC (2-6Feb68);
Asst Advisor, Task Force A,
VNMC (7-9Feb68)
Asst Advisor, Task Force B,Captain R. "V" COFFEL, USMC
VNMC (30Jan-12Feb68);
Artillery Advisor (13Feb-
11Mar68)
Asst Advisor, Task Force B,Captain J. I. SIMPSON, USMC
VNMC (19Feb-6Mar68); Senior
Advisor, First Battalion,
VNMC (30Jan-2Feb68)
Senior Advisor, SecondCaptain H. J. SHANE, USMC
Battalion, VNMC (2-12Feb68);
Asst Advisor, Third Bat-
talion, VNMC (19-20Feb68)

Captain D. E. BONSPER, USMC Asst Advisor, Second Bat-
talion, VNMC (5Feb-11Mar68)

Captain J. A. WILLIAMS, USMC Asst Advisor, Third Bat-
talion, VNMC (30Jan-11Mar68)
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Captain J. J. HAIN8w:>RTH, USMO 

Captain T. B. BAGLEY, Jr., USMC 

Captain J. T. OOMERVlLLE, USMaR 

lstLt L. GARCIA, USMC 

lstLt L. S. MacFARLANE, USMO 

GySgt A. MOBLEY, Jr., USMC 

HMC W. L. ORR, Jr., USN 

6. Task Organizatio~: 

Capital Military District Headquarters 

Vietnamese Marine Corps 

Task Force A Headquarters 
Task Force B Headquarters 
First Infantry Battalion 
Second. Infantry Battalion 
Third Infantry Battalion 
Fourth tnt'antry Batt.a.lion 
Fifth Infantry Battalion 
Sixth Infantry Battalion 
Battery AjJB,C -.A.rt1l1eX'lBattalion 

Vietnamese Ranger Batt,al1ons 

30th Ranger Battalion 
33rd Ranger Batt~ion 
35th Ranger Battalion 
38th Ranger Battalion' 
41st Ranger Battalion 

Vietnamese Airborne Battalions 

1st Airborne Battalion 
2nd Airborne Battalion 
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Asst Advisor, Fourth Bat­
talion, VNMC (l-5Feb68) 
Asst AdVisor, Fourth Bat­
talion, VNMC (2-8Feb68) 
Aset Advisor, Fifth Bat­
talion, VNMC (6-11Feb68) 
Aset Advisor, Second Bat­
tal.ion, VNMC (2-4Feb'68); 
Aset AdVisor, Task Force B, 
VNMC (5-6Veb08); Asst . 
Advisor, First Battalion, 
VNMC (7 .. 8Feb68) 
Asst AdVisor, First Bat­
talion, VNMC (31Jan-8Feb68) 
ABst AdVisor, Second Bat­
talion, VNMC ()OJan-4Feb68) 
Asst Advisor, Task Force B, 
VNMC (2~18Feb68) 
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Captain J. J. HAINSWORTH, USMC Asst Advisor, Fourth Bat-
talion, VNMC (1-5Feb68)

Captain T. B. BAGLEY, Jr., USMC Asst Advisor, Fourth Bat-
talion, VNMC (2-8Feb68)

Captain J. T. SOMERVILLE, USMCR Asst Advisor, FifthBat-
talion, VNMC (6-11Feb68)

lstLt L. GARCIA, USMC Asst Advisor, Second Bat-
talion, VNMC (2-4Feb68);
Asst Advisor, Task Force B,
VNMC (5-6Feb68); Asst
Advisor, First Battalion,
VNMC (7-8Feb68)

1stLt L. S. MacFARLANE, USMC Asst Advisor, First Bat-
talion, VNMC (31Jan-8Feb68)

GySgt A. MOBLEY, Jr., USMC Asst Advisor, Second Bat-
talion, VNMC (30Jan-4Feb68)

HMC W. L. ORR, Jr., USN Asst Advisor, Task Force B,
VNMC (2-18Feb68)

6. Task Organization:

Capital Military District Headquarters

Vietnamese Marine Corps

Task Force A Headquarters
Task Force B Headquarters
First Infantry Battalion
Second Infantry Battalion
Third Infantry Battalion
Fourth Infantry Battalion
Fifth Infantry Battalion
Sixth Infantry Battalion
Battery A,B,C - Artillery Battalion

Vietnamese Ranger Battalions

30th Ranger Battalion
33rd Ranger Battalion
35th Ranger Battalion
38th Ranger Battalion
41st Ranger Battalion

Vietnamese Airborne Battalions

1st Airborne Battalion
2nd Airborne Battalion
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3rd Airborne Battalion 
5th Airborne Battalion 
6th Airborne Battalion 
7th Airborne Battalion 
8th Airborne Battalion 
9th Airborne Battalion 

11th Airborne Battalion 

United States Artillery 

B Batter,r, 2/1) THU DUe 
A Battery, 7/S BIEN ROA 
C Battery, 7/8 BIEN ROA 

DECLASSIFIED 

1st Platoon, Aviation Company (RAZORBACK) 
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7. MissiQn~ The mission o:f Operation TRAN HUNG DAO was to secure 
SAIGON, protect key installations and to :force all enemy- into the 
SAIGON periphery for destruction by United States forces. 

S. Concept of Operation. The concept was for United States forces to 
form a. protective ring around SAlGON, while ARVN forces eliminated 
pockets of enemy resistance within the city and conducted cordon and 
search operations in conjunction with tlieNationalPolice. Areas of 
responsibility were assigned With Vietnamese Airborne units encompassing 
TAN SON NHUT Airfield; VietnameaeAirborne and Ranger units responsible 
for ~eyprecinctswithin SAIGON; the Fi£th Vietnamese Ranger Gronp 
responsible £or the southwestern portion of the city and the area immed~ 
iately ,south of' TAN SON NHOT (PRO THO HOA); Vietnamese Marine 
J::Satitalions were reSponsible :for the GlA DINH City area and the OOVAP 
Ordnance Depot area. 

9. Intellitencso Prior to the TET Of.fensive on 31 January 1968, th.e 
enemy threa to the Capital Military District (CMD) consisted of 
elements of six Viet Cong LOcal Force Batt'alions operating mainly from 
ba.se areas outside of the Capital Military District •. The totalen&my 
strength within the Capital Military District wasesbimated at 800, 
which consi.sted of local guerrillas and the in£ras·tructure. 

Althougb enemy initiated iricidents increased slightly during January, 
the oontacts were limited to squad size ambushes andoccasional platoon 
size harrassing attacks on !riendly',d~fensivepositions~ 

Taking advantage o:f thEi 'l'ET Tru.ce,the eneioyinfiltrated large 
quantities o:ftroops a.nd equipment into the Capital Military District 
during the period 29=31 January and launched a surprise attack, an estima,ted 
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3rd Airborne Battalion
5th Airborne Battalion
6th Airborne Battalion
7th Airborne Battalion
8th Airborne Battalion
9th Airborne Battalion
11th Airborne Battalion

United States Artillery

B Battery, 2/13 THU DUC
A Battery, 7/8 BIEN HOA
C Battery, 7/8 BIEN HOA

1st Platoon, Aviation Company (RAZORBACK)

7. Mission: The mission of Operation TRAN HUNG DAO was to secure
SAIGON, protect key installations and to force all enemy into the
SAIGON periphery for destruction by United States forces.

8. Concept of Operation. The concept was for United States forces to
form a protective ring around SAIGON, while ARVN forces eliminated
pockets of enemy resistance within the city and conducted cordon and
search operations in conjunction with the National Police. Areas of
responsibility were assigned with Vietnamese Airborne units encompassing
TAN SON NHUT Airfield; Vietnamese Airborne and Ranger units responsible
for key precincts within SAIGON; the Fifth Vietnamese Ranger Group
responsible for the southwestern portion of the city and the area immed-
iately south of TAN SON NHUT (PHU THO HOA); Vietnamese Marine
battalions were responsible for the GIA DINH City area and the GO VAP
Ordnance Depot area.

9. Intelligence. Prior to the TET Offensive on 31 January 1968, the

enemy threat to the Capital Military District (CMD) consisted of
elements of six Viet Cong Local Force Battalions operating mainly from
base areas outside of the Capital Military District. The total enemy
strength within the Capital Military District was estimated at 800,
which consisted of local guerrillas and the infrastructure.

Although enemy initiated incidents increased slightly during January,
the contacts were limited to squad size ambushes and occasional platoon
size harrassing attacks on friendly defensive positions.

Taking advantage of the TET Truce, the enemy infiltrated large
quantities of troops and equipment into the Capital Military District
during the period 29-31 January and launched a surprise attack, an estimated
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eighteen battalions, against SAIGON' and key installations in the 
Capital Military District on 310300H January 19680 

The TET truce was eanMl1~d by the Government ot Vietnmn and F't-ee 
World Military Forces on 30 January as the result of increased 
Communist offensive actions through6utVietnam. A one hundred per­
cent alert order was dis semina ted by the Capital Military District on 
,302200H January-,' as the re!mlt pi infomation furnished by captive 
Viet Gong troops. However, at this time it was assumed that any 
enemy attack wou1dbe within the previously assessed capabilities 
of the normal enemy elements operating in the area. 

The following enemy urdts are known to ha.ve partiCipated in the 
attack on SAlGONo 

Unit - 2nd Local Force Battalion, 1.6,5A Regiment 

Strength - 400 

Weapons - B-40, Heavy Nachine Guns, Light Machine Guns, AK-47 

Confirmed losses - 100 

Prisoners - ~ 

Infiltration Route arid Mission - 281800H de~ted TRTING AN Vil.l.age 
(XT 640205) moVing to and across BINRMY' eXT 620005) at 29050oH. R$sted 
one day. On 291800H moited teXT' 825012 then to' gate» 14 of Joint GeneX".al 
Staff Headquarters wh$r~ the attack ~s launc~ed .at )10300H. 

VNMC Involvement -PossiblE!' SecbndInf'antry Battalion at the 
Vietnamese Innguage school near (400 meters) Joint General Staff' 
Headquarters. 

Unit - lOlet "VA Regiment 

Strength - 1,600 

Weapons ~ Well armed 

Confirmed losses - 600 
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eighteen battalions against SAIGON and key installations in the
Capital Military District on 310300H January 1968.

The TET truce was cancelled by the Government of Vietnam and Free
World Military Forces on 30 January as the result of increased
Communist offensive actions throughout Vietnam. A one hundred per-
cent alert order was disseminated by the Capital Military District on
302200H January, as the result of information furnished by captive
Viet Cong troops. However, at this time it was assumed that any
enemy attack would be within the previously assessed capabilities
of the normal enemy elements operating in the area.

The following enemy units are known to have participated in the
attack on SAIGON.

Unit - 2nd Local Force Battalion, 165A Regiment

Strength - 400

Weapons - B-40, Heavy Machine Guns, Light Machine Guns, AK-47

Confirmed losses - 100

Prisoners - 5

Infiltration Route and Mission - 281800H departed TRUNG AN Village
(XT 640205) moving to and across BINH MY (XT 820065) at 29050OH. Rested
one day. On 291800H moved to XT 825012 then to gate #4 of Joint General
Staff Headquarters where the attack was launched at 310300H.

VNMC Involvement - Possible Second Infantry Battalion at the
Vietnamese language school near (400 meters) Joint General Staff
Headquarters.

Unit - 101st NVA Regiment

Strength - 1,600

Weapons - Well armed

Confirmed losses - 600
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In~iltration Route and Mission - Infiltrated £rom TAY NINH 
Province vicinity XT 5650. Unit has been confirmed by contact. with 
the United States 25th Division •. The unit later had the missi6n to 
attack 1AN SON NHUT ammunition dump and operate in GO VAP area. 

VNMC Involvement - Possibly contacted the Third Infantry Bat­
talion on 18 February at XS 867~ol. 

Unit - 1st Main ~orce Battalion 

Strength - 350 

Weapons - 81m and 60mm Mortars, Heavy Machine Guns, Light 
Machine Guns, AK-47 

Infiltration Route and Mission - Unit departed HO EO Woods 
2719000 January moving across· to (XT 530150) TRANG BANG to BAO CONG 
(XT 550112) to CU CHI (XT 587032) to MY HAND Village (XT 640026), 
crossing CAU AN HA River (XT 677093) to V!NH 1;OC (XS 744965) to 
BINH HUNG HoA Village" By 302000H it was at XS 786945 pre­
paring to attack TAN SON NHUT· from the west. One company assigned 
to attack Joint General Staff. At 3l0300H the unit opened £iree 

~ - 27lst Viet Cong Regiment (3 Battalions) 

Strength -1,350 (2 Battalions in GIA DINH area) 

Weapons - Well armed 

Confirmed losses - estimated in excess o:f 800 KIA 

In:filtration Route and Mission":' Operated in the HOC MON" 
GO VAP area attacking District Headquarters and Police Stations. 

~ ~ 4th Local Force Battalion,165A Regtment 

Strength - 400 

Weapons - 75mm Recoilless Rifle, B-40s, AK-47 

Confirmed losses - 137 

Prisoners - 3 
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Infiltration Route and Mission - Infiltrated from TAY NINH
Province vicinity XT 5650. Unit has been confirmed by contact with
the United States 25th Division. The unit later had the mission to
attack TAN SON NHUT ammunition dump and operate in GO VAP area.

VNMC Involvement - Possibly contacted the Third Infantry Bat-
talion on 18 February at XS 867901.

Unit - 1st Main Force Battalion

Strength - 350

Weapons - 81mm and 60mm Mortars, Heavy Machine Guns, Light
Machine Guns, AK-47

Infiltration Route and Mission - Unit departed HO BO Woods
271900H January moving across to (XT 530150) TRANG BANG to BAO CONG
(XT 550112) to CU CHI (XT 587032) to MY HANH Village (XT 640026),
crossing CAU AN HA River (XT 677093) to VINH LOC (XS 744965) to
BINH HUNG HOA Village. By 302000H it was at XS 786945 pre-
paring to attack TAN SON NHUT from the west. One company assigned
to attack Joint General Staff. At 310300H the unit opened fire.

Unit - 271st Viet Cong Regiment (3 Battalions)

Strength - 1,350 (2 Battalions in GIA DINH area)

Weapons CED Well armed

Confirmed losses - estimated in excess of 800 KIA

Infiltration Route and Mission - Operated in the HOC MON,
GO VAP area attacking District Headquarters and Police Stations.

Unit - 4th Local Force Battalion, 165A Regiment

Strength - 400

Weapons - 75mm Recoilless Rifle, B-40s, AK-47

Confirmed losses - 137

Prisoners - 3
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Infi~tration Route and Mission - On 28~800H January the unit 
departed TAM AN Village (XS 100200) moving toXS 0.30965. On 300$000 
January arrived at RUOTNGUA Canal (XS 950970); they then moved and 
concentrated at .AN PEU Village on 3~2400H January. This unit had 
orders to proceed and attack Newport Bridge (.IS 890939). At 0104000 
February the unit opened fire~ however they failed to seize the bridge 
and suffered 93 KIA. 

QE!i - K/8 Engineer Battalion 

Strength - 100 GIA DINE area 

Weapons - TNT ~ Claymores, Individual weapons 

Confirmed losses - Unknown 

Prisoners = 1 

Infiltration Route and Mission - Unit infiltrated from PHU HOA 
District" BINH DUONG Provincre. Mission of uriit was to establish 
b~ocking forces. Limi ted information at this time. 

Unit - 273 VC Regiment, 4 Battalions 

Strength - l~450 (.3 Battalions in GIA DINH area) 

Weapons - Well armed 

Confirmed losses - Estimated in excess of 900 KIA 

Infi~tration Route and Mission - Unit attacked THU DUC District 
and LONG BINH areas. Unit primarily in contaot with United States 
~st Division. -

~ - 58th Mortar Battalion, AKA D20B, 69th Regiment Main Force 

strength - 420 

Weapons ~ 8lmm and 6ommMortars, 75mm Recoil~ess Rifles 

Confirmed losses - Unknown 

Infiltration Route and Mission - At this time information is 
~imited but unit has been confirmed by higher headquarters. Took 
part in support of ground attack of TAN SON NRUT. 

7 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTYAL
CONFIDENTIAL

HJS: fmcg
3480

Infiltration Route and Mission - On 281800H January the unit
departed TAM AN Village (XS 100200) moving to XS 030965. On 300500H
January arrived at RUOT NGUA Canal (XS 950970); they then moved and
concentrated at AN PHU Village on 312400H January. This unit had
orders to proceed and attack Newport Bridge (XS 890939). At 010400H
February the unit opened fire, however they failed to seize the bridge
and suffered 93 KIA.

Unit - K/8 Engineer Battalion

Strength - 100 GIA DINH area

Weapons - TNT, Claymores, Individual weapons

Confirmed losses - Unknown

Prisoners 8 1

Infiltration Route and Mission - Unit infiltrated from PHU HOA
District, BINH DUONG Province. Mission of unit was to establish
blocking forces. Limited information at this time.

Unit - 273 VC Regiment, 4 Battalions

Strength - 1,450 (3 Battalions in GIA DINH area)

Weapons - Well armed

Confirmed losses - Estimated in excess of 900 KIA

Infiltration Route and Mission - Unit attacked THU DUC District
and LONG BINH areas. Unit primarily in contact with United States
1st Division.

Unit - 58th Mortar Battalion, AKA D2OB, 69th Regiment Main Force

Strength - 420

Weapons - 81mm and 60mm Mortars, 75mm Recoilless Rifles

Confirmed losses - Unknown

Infiltration Route and Mission - At this time information is
limited but unit has been confirmed by higher headquarters. Took
part in support of ground attack of TAN SON NHUT.
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~ = 56th Anti-Aircra.ft Battalion, 69th Regiment Main Force 

Strength - 450 

Weapons - Heavy Machine Guns.\) Light Machine Guns (.50 and .30 
Caliber) 

Confirmed losses = Unknown 

Infiltration Route and Mission - At this time information is 
limited, but unit has been con£irmed. Reported operated near 
TAN SON NHUT. 

~ - CIO Sapper Battalion 

Strength· .. 400 

Weapons - Individual 

Con.firmed losses ~ One report of 140 KIA, actual figures estimated 
to be higher. 

Infiltration Route and Mission - OlD also known as AKA FlOO,? 
consists of A units9 B units and J units. These units divide into 
approximately 16 sections. Section strengths vary depending upon 
mission from 8 to 40 men. CIO units participated in attacks on 
SAIGON such as U 0 S.. Embassy Ol Independerice Palace. BOQ ~ sand BEQ is 
in the SAIGON area. Members of unit dressed in civilian attire. 

Unit ~ 2nd Independent Battalion 

Strength - 360 

Weapons - Well armed 

Con.firmed losses = Excess of 200 KIA 

Infiltration Route and Mission ~ Battalion is from CAN DUG, 
LONG AN Province. Unit in£iltrated in the CHOLDN area attacking 
NGUYEN VAN TO Police Station. Limited in.formation on this unit. 

Unit - 16th Local Force Battalion (B16) 

strength = 400 

Weapons = Wel~ armed 
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Unit - 56th Anti-Aircraft Battalion, 69th Regiment Main Force

Strength - 450

Weapons - Heavy Machine Guns, Light Machine Guns (.50 and .30
Caliber)

Confirmed losses - Unknown

Infiltration Route and Mission - At this time information is
limited, but unit has been confirmed. Reported operated near
TAN SON NHUT.

Unit - C10 Sapper Battalion

Strength - 400

Weapons - Individual

Confirmed losses - One report of 140 KIA, actual figures estimated
to be higher.

Infiltration Route and Mission - C10 also known as AKA F100,
consists of A units, B units and J units. These units divide into
approximately 16 sections. Section strengths vary depending upon
mission from 8 to 40 men. C10 units participated in attacks on
SAIGON such as U.S. Embassy, Independence Palace, BOQ's and BEQ's
in the SAIGON area. Members of unit dressed in civilian attire.

Unit - 2nd Independent Battalion

Strength - 360

Weapons - Well armed

Confirmed losses = Excess of 200 KIA

Infiltration Route and Mission - Battalion is from CAN DUC,
LONG AN Province. Unit infiltrated in the CHOLON area attacking
NGUYEN VAN TO Police Station. Limited information on this unit.

Unit - 16th Local Force Battalion (B16)

Strength - 400

Weapons - Well armed
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COnfirmed losses - On 31 Januar,y sustained 260 KIA~ 

Prisoners - 26 

Infiltration Route and Mission - Newly formed unit from TAY MINH 
Province" consisting 0$:·, mostly of NVA fillers.. Moved recently to 
eu CHI and then to SAIGON. Their mission was to. attack TAN SON NRUT. 

~ - Sth Local Force Battalion, 16SA Regiment 

Strength - 3S0 

Weapons - Individual and Light Machine Guns 

Confirmed losses - 125 

Prisoners - Unknown 

Infiltration Route and Mission - The battalion moved from 
KIEP PRUoe (xs 880750) into tile 7th and. 8th. .s.uOON Precincts (CHOLON). 
The unit attacked precinct pol~ce headquarters.and made small running 
harassment raids throughout CHQLaN. 

~ - 2Q7th Main Force Battalion 

Strength - Over Sao 

WeaJX)ns - AK-47, B-40, 80mm and 60mm Mortar, Light Machine Gun, 
Rea vy lo[achine Gun. 

Confirmed losses - in excess of lSO KIA 

Infiltration Route and Mission - The battalion departed from 
XUAN KHANG (xs 496990) in the af'ternoon of' 29 January. PaSsed through 
National Route #10 (XT 54S004) arriving at MY HANH (XT 620023) and 
on to VINATEXCO . area (X8 7909S0). 267th Battalion c;.oOrdinated with 
the 269th Battalion to launch at.tacks on l'AN SONNHUT. 

~ - 269th Main Force Battalion 

Strength ... 400 

Weapons ... Well armed 

Con.f."irmed losses - Estimated in excess of' 100 KIA 

Prisoners - Unknown' 
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Confirmed losses - On 31 January sustained 260 KIA.

Prisoners - 26

Infiltration Route and Mission - Newly formed unit from TAY NINH
Province, consisting of mostly of NVA fillers. Moved recently to
CU CHI and then to SAIGON. Their mission was to attack TAN SON NHUT.

Unit - 5th Local Force Battalion, 165A Regiment

Strength - 350

Weapons - Individual and Light Machine Guns

Confirmed losses - 125

Prisoners - Unknown

Infiltration Route and Mission - The battalion moved from
KIEP PHUOC (XS 880750) into the 7th and 8th SAIGON Precincts (CHOLON).
The unit attacked precinct police headquarters and made small running
harassment raids throughout CHOLON.

Unit - 267th Main Force Battalion

Strength - Over 500

Weapons - AK-47, B-40, 80mm and 60mm Mortar, Light Machine Gun,
Heavy Machine Gun

Confirmed losses - in excess of 150 KIA

Infiltration Route and Mission - The battalion departed from
XUAN KHANG (XS 496990) in the afternoon of 29 January. Passed through
National Route #10 (XT 545004) arriving at MY HANH (XT 620023) and
on to VINATEXCO area (XS 790950). 267th Battalion coordinated with
the 269th Battalion to launch attacks on TAN SON NHUT.

Unit - 269th Main Force Battalion

Strength - 400

Weapons - Well armed

Confirmed losses - Estimated in excess of 100 KIA

Prisoners - Unknown
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Infiltration Route and Mission - Unit paralleled the same route 
as 267th but attacked the southern edge of TAN SON NHUT. the unit 
was given orders that there would be no withdrawal. 

~ - 7th Local Force Battalion, l65A Regiment 

strength - 250 (elements of the batt~ion in GIA DINHo) 

Weapons - Indi. vidual 

Infiltration Route and Mission - Limited infonnation is available 
on this unit. Unit elements have been confirmed by higher headquarters, 
but mission and extent of partiCipation is unknown. 

Unit - 6th Local Force Battalionj 165A Regime:nt 

Strength - 400 

Weapons - AK-47~ B-40J Light Machine Guns~ Heavy Machine Guns 

Confinned losses - ApprOXimately 140 KIA (figure from PW information) 

Infiltration Route and Mission = VietCong started from TRAM BA VU 
Forest. CIS 620822) at 2919000 j movi.ng across XINH SANG Canal to 'fAN 
NHU;r H~et #1 (XS 690850) 0 Rested there one day 0 On 300600H January 
moved across lfamlet-"#2 and #3 TAN KIEN Village (XS 740846). On 310700H 
January crossed through BINH TRI DONG area (XS 76(898). Moving .from 
PHU THO to PHU THO HOA (IS 790903) at 312400 attacked the racetrack. 
During contact 1 February in CHOLON unit su.f.fered heavy casualties with 
the Battalion Commander killed, Battalion Executive O.fficer captured and 
3 company commanders killed. One assigned mission was the CHI HOA 
Prison (XS 829915) though it was never executed. 

~ - 3d Local Force Battalion~ l65A Regiment 

Strength - 3.30 

Weapons - Heavy Machine Guns, Light Machine Guns and Individual 
..- . 

Confirmed losses - Estimated 150 KIA 

Infiltration Route and Miasion- On 301600H January departed DrAM, 
moving to TAN BINH KIEP·BINH eXT 900005). At 302400H reached targe:t .. 
(SAIGON Radio Station).. At 310300Hitheyopened fire on SAIGON Radio 
Station. At .31040OH unit withdrew and hid in people's houses near CAU SAT 
Bridge. Statement of PW, only 1 platoon participated in attack. Rest of 
battalion stayed at PHAN THANH GIAN ~rid~e as blocking .force. 
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Infiltration Route and Mission - Unit paralleled the same route
as 267th but attacked the southern edge of TAN SON NHUT. The unit
was given orders that there would be no withdrawal.

Unit 8 7th Local Force Battalion, 165A Regiment

Strength - 250 (elements of the battalion in GIA DINH.)

Weapons - Individual

Infiltration Route and Mission - Limited information is available
on this unit. Unit elements have been confirmed by higher headquarters,
but mission and extent of participation is unknown.

Unit - 6th Local Force Battalion, 165A Regiment

Strength - 400

Weapons - AK-47, B-40, Light Machine Guns, Heavy Machine Guns

Confirmed losses - Approximately 140 KIA (figure from PW information)

Infiltration Route and Mission - Viet Cong started from TRAM BA VU
Forest (XS 620822) at 291900H, moving across XINH SANG Canal to TAN
NHUT Hamlet #1 (XS 690850). Rested there one day. On 300600H January
moved across Hamlet #2 and #3 TAN KIEN Village (XS 740846). On 310700H
January crossed through BINH TRI DONG area (XS 760898). Moving from
PHU THO to PHU THO HOA (XS 790903) at 312400 attacked the racetrack.
During contact 1 February in CHOLON unit suffered heavy casualties with
the Battalion Commander killed, Battalion Executive Officer captured and
3 company commanders killed. One assigned mission was the CHI HOA
Prison (XS 829915) though it was never executed.

Unit - 3d Local Force Battalion, 165A Regiment

Strength - 330

Weapons - Heavy Machine Guns, Light Machine Guns and Individual

Confirmed losses - Estimated 150 KIA

Infiltration Route and Mission - On 301600H January departed DI AN,
moving to TAN BINH KIEP BINH (XT 900005). At 302400H reached target
(SAIGON Radio Station). At 310300H they opened fire on SAIGON Radio
Station. At 310400H unit withdrew and hid in people's houses near CAU SAT
Bridge. Statement of PW, only 1 platoon participated in attack. Rest of
battalion stayed at PHAN THANH GIAN Bridge as blocking force.
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10. Execution: 

a. Vietnamese Marine Corps unit locations on 30 Januar.y 19680 

Task Force A Headquarters 
Fifth Infantry Battalion 
Sixth Infantry Battalion 
-Battery C 

Task Force B Headquarters 
First Infantry Battalion 
Second Infantry Battalion 
Ba.tteryB 

Third Infantry Battalion 

Fourth Infantry Battalion 

Battery A 

b. Chronology of Events. 

Task Force At VNMC. 

II Corps Tactical Zone 

IV Corps Tactical Zone 

Capital' MUitary District 

VUNG TAU 

SAIGON/THU DUC area 

31 January - Task Force A was composed of the fifth and 
Sixth Infantry Battalions and_Battery C.Il Vietnamese Marine Corps Artillery 
Battalion. The task force was_ operating in the BONG SON area of the 
II Corps Tactical Zone. 

2 February - The Sixth Battalion was detached from Task Force A 
and commenced an airlift to SAlOON at 020930H; the airlift was completed 
at 021930 at TAN SON NHUT airfield; The Sixth Battalion was assigned 
the mission as the Capital Military District (GMD) reserve under the 
operational control of the Capital Military District. 

6 February - Task Force Headquarters, the Fifth Battalion and 
Battery C were airlifted to SAIGON on 061830H. The Fifth Battalion came 
under the operational control of Capital Military District, while 
Task Force Headquarters returned to the control of . the Vietnamese Marine 
Corps .Headquarters. 

9 February - Task Force A and the First Infantry Battalion 
departed the SAIGON area for operations in I Corps Tactical Zone& 
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10. Execution:

a. Vietnamese Marine Corps unit locations on 30 January 1968.

II Corps Tactical ZoneTask Force A Headquarters
Fifth Infantry Battalion
Sixth Infantry Battalion
Battery C

Task Force B Headquarters IV Corps Tactical Zone
First Infantry Battalion
Second Infantry Battalion
Battery B

Third Infantry Battalion Capital Military District

Fourth Infantry Battalion VUNG TAU

SAIGON/THU DUC areaBattery A

b. Chronology of Events.

Task Force A, VNMC.

31 January - Task Force A was composed of the Fifth and
Sixth Infantry Battalions and Battery C, Vietnamese Marine Corps Artillery
Battalion. The task force was operating in the BONG SON area of the
II Corps Tactical Zone.

2 February - The Sixth Battalion was detached from Task Force A
and commenced an airlift to SAIGON at 020930H; the airlift was completed
at 021930 at TAN SON NHUT airfield. The Sixth Battalion was assigned
the mission as the Capital Military District (CMD) reserve under the
operational control of the Capital Military District.

6 February - Task Force Headquarters, the Fifth Battalion and
Battery C were airlifted to SAIGON on 061830H. The Fifth Battalion came
under the operational control of Capital Military District, while
Task Force Headquarters returned to the control of the Vietnamese Marine
Corps Headquarters.

February - Task Force A and the First Infantry Battalion9
departed the SAIGON area for operations in I Corps Tactical Zone.
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31 January - Task Force B was composed of the First and 
Second Infantry Battalions and Battery B9 Vietnamese Marine Corps 
Artillery Battalion4 The task force was located at CAr LAY in 
IV Co~ps Tactical Zonee The task forces minus BatteryB~ Was 
helilifted to SAIGON; the, airlift was completed to 3l1930H. The 
task force occupied night positions at xs 8394 under the operational 
control 'of the Joint General Staff of the Republic o~ Vietnam. 

1-2 February - The Second Battalion was detached from 
Task Force B and assigned under control of the Joint General Staff, 
Republic of Vietnam on Ol0800H. The Fourth Battalion was assigned 
to Task Force B. The First and. Fourth Battalions, in column» with 
the Fourth Battalion in the lead, attacked to the northwest in the 
vicinity of KS 8497 on Ol1115H.. On 01l31.5H, t.he Fourth Battalion 
had heavy contact in the vicinity of IS 840984.. On Ol1100H, the 
First Battalion passed through the lines of the Fourth Battalion 
and continued the attack" On O1l8l.5li) the First .Battalion had heavy 
contact at XS 837985. Nightposi tions were as follollSg Task Force B 
XS 854966S'-First Battalion XS 835983 and Fourth Battalion XB 840987. 
On 020205H, the Viet Congcotinterattacked the positions of the First 
and Fourth" Battalions. Hea~ contact lasted until 02l130Ho In this 
engagement, the task force suffered twelve Marines killed and seventy­
three Marines wounded. Six Viet Cong were captured and 202 were killede 
Nine crew served and one hundred individual weapons were captured. 
Three USMC advisors were wounded. (Major W. Po ESHELMAN, Captain J. I. 
SIMPSON, Captain J. J 0 HAINSl!o()R!H.) 

3 February - At 030930H.\l the First Battalion commenced 
an attack to the northwest in the vicinity of XS 836985 encountering 
heavy resistance. The Fourth Battalion conducted search and destroy 
operations throughout the day in the vicinity o~ XS 840984. Night 
positions of all units remained the same as those of 2 February. 
At 03200OH, the Viet Cong attacked the positions of the_Fourth Bat­
talion from the north. The Viet Cong broke contact at 032l30H. Con­
tact was light and sporadic the r~st of the night. This engagement 
resulted in five Marines killed and fourteen Marines" wounded. Twenty­
six Viet Cong were killed; two were captured; two crew served and 
twenty-four individual weapons were captured. 

4 February - The First Battalion conducted search and clear 
operations iothe vicinity of XS 856966 at which time one Marine Was 
wounded. Night positions were as follows~ 
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Task Force B, VNMC.

31 January - Task Force B was composed of the First and
Second Infantry Battalions and Battery B, Vietnamese Marine Corps
Artillery Battalion. The task force was located at CAI LAY in
IV Corps Tactical Zone. The task force, minus Battery B, was
helilifted to SAIGON; the airlift was completed to 31193OH . The
task force occupied night positions at XS 8394 under the operational
control of the Joint General Staff of the Republic of Vietnam.

1-2 February - The Second Battalion was detached from
Task Force B and assigned under control of the Joint General Staff,
Republic of Vietnam on 0108OOH. The Fourth Battalion was assigned
to Task Force B. The First and Fourth Battalions, in column, with
the Fourth Battalion in the lead, attacked to the northwest in the
vicinity of XS 8497 on 011115H. On 011315H2 the Fourth Battalion
had heavy contact in the vicinity of XS 840984. On 011700H, the
First Battalion passed through the lines of the Fourth Battalion
and continued the attack. On 011815H, the First Battalion had heavy
contact at XS 837985. Night positions were as follows: Task Force B
XS 854966, First Battalion XS 835983 and Fourth Battalion XS 840987.
On 020205H, the Viet Cong counterattacked the positions of the First
and Fourth Battalions. Heavy contact lasted until 021130H. In this
engagement, the task force suffered twelve Marines killed and seventy-
three Marines wounded. Six Viet Cong were captured and 202 were killed.
Nine crew served and one hundred individual weapons were captured.
Three USMC advisors were wounded. (Major W. P. ESHELMAN, Captain J. I.
SIMPSON, Captain J. J. HAINSWORTH.)

3 February - At 030930H the First Battalion commenced
an attack to the northwest in the vicinity of XS 836985 encountering
heavy resistance. The Fourth Battalion conducted search and destroy
operations throughout the day in the vicinity of XS 840984. Night
positions of all units remained the same as those of 2 February.
At 03200OH, the Viet Cong attacked the positions of the Fourth Bat-
talion from the north. The Viet Cong broke contact at 032130H. Con-
tact was light and sporadic the rest of the night. This engagement
resulted in five Marines killed and fourteen Marines wounded. Twenty-
six Viet Cong were killed; two were captured; two crew served and
twenty-four individual weapons were captured.

4 February - The First Battalion conducted search and clear
operations in the vicinity of XS 856966 at which time one Marine was
wounded. Night positions were as follows:
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First Battalion - XS 856954 
Fourth Battalion - XS 869968 
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The Third Battalion came under the operational control of Task 
Force B on 04l430H,and established positions at the VNMC Amphibious 
Support Base. . 

5 Februa~ - The First Battalion conducted search and 
cle~r operations at XS 8595 -XS 8596. A light contact was established 
at XS 857963 on 0522)OH. Two enemy were killed and fifty-three 
suspects were detained. Two weapons were captured. The Fourth 
Battalion conduct,ed similar operations at XS 8697 and detained 
thirteen suspectso 

6 Februar.y - The First Battalion conducted search and 
clear operations at XS 8495 and XS.8595; the Fourth Battalion operated 
at XS' 8696. A total of fifty-one suspects were detainedo The Third 
Battalion moved to the operational control of the Capital Mtlitary 
District. 

7 February - The First Battalion operated at XS 8495 ~d 
Y.5 8595, with no ene~ contact. The FOUrth Battalion operated at 
IS 8695 and suffered one Marine wounded; one VietCoJ;;tg killed and one 
captured; also, a B-40 rocket launcher and assorted CHICOM demolitions 
equipment was captured. 

8 February ~ The battalions continued search and clear 
. opera tiona and de tained fifty euspe ets 0 

9 February - The First. Battalion left the opera.tional 
control of Task Force Band joined Task Force A. The Sixth Bat­
talion joined Task Force B on 09070OH. The Fourth Battalion de­
tained eight suspects. The Sixth Battalion established night 
positions at XS 856954. 

10 February - The Fifth Battalion joined Task Force B 
on 1012000 and remained in the v"icinity of' Task Force Headquarters. 
The Fourth Battalion operated at IS 8996 - IS 8627 and detained 
five suspects. The Sixth Battalion operated at IS 8495 and IS 8595 and 
detained thirteen suspects and captured one Viet Congo 

11 February ~ The Task Force was composed, now~ of a 
Task Force Headquarters, the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Battalions 
operating in an assigned area of operations in the northeastern 
portion of' SAIGON in Operation THAN HUNG DAD. 
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Task Force Headquarters - XS 857944
- XS 856954First Battalion
- XS 869968Fourth Battalion

The Third Battalion came under the operational control of Task
Force B on 041430H, and established positions at the VNMC Amphibious
Support Base.

5 February - The First Battalion conducted search and
clear operations at XS 8595 - XS 8596. A light contact was established

XS 857963 on 05223OH. Two enemy were killed and fifty-threeat
suspects were detained. Two weapons were captured. The Fourth
Battalion conducted similar operations at XS 8697 and detained
thirteen suspects.

6 February - The First Battalion conducted search and
clear operations at XS 8495 and XS 8595; the Fourth Battalion operated
at XS 8696. A total of fifty-one suspects were detained. The Third
Battalion moved to the operational control of the Capital Military
District.

7 February - The First Battalion operated at XS 8495 and
XS 8595, with no enemy contact. The Fourth Battalion operated at
XS 8695 and suffered one Marine wounded; one Viet Cong killed and one
captured; also, a B-40 rocket launcher and assorted CHICOM demolitions
equipment was captured.

8 February - The battalions continued search and clear
operations and detained fifty suspects.

9 February - The First Battalion left the operational
control of Task Force B and joined Task Force A. The Sixth Bat-
talion joined Task Force B on 090700H. The Fourth Battalion de-
tained eight suspects. The Sixth Battalion established night
positions at XS 856954.

10 February - The Fifth Battalion joined Task Force B
on 101200H and remained in the vicinity of Task Force Headquarters.
The Fourth Battalion operated at XS 8996 - XS 8697 and detained
five suspects. The Sixth Battalion operated at XS 8495 and XS 8595 and
detained thirteen suspects and captured one Viet Cong.

11 February - The Task Force was composed, now, of a
Task Force Headquarters, the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Battalions
operating in an assigned area of operations in the northeastern
portion of SAIGON in Operation TRAN HUNG DAO.

13 CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENT

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

HJSgfrncg 
3480 

12 February - The Fifth Battalion was moved to the 
operational control of Task Force A, and was airlifted to HUE -
PHU BAI in I Corps Tactical Zone. The-Fourth Battalion conducted 
search and clear operations at XS 8596; ,,8696 and 8697, the Sixth 
Battalion operated at XS 8595 and 8695. Task Force Headquarters 
detained 4 suspects; Fourth Battalion detained 6 suspects; and 
Sixth Battalion detained 1 suspect. 

13 Februar,y - The battalions continued to operate in 
their respective areas. The Sixth Battalion detained 173 suspects. 

14 February - On l40600H, the Fourth Battalion was 
moved to the operational control of Task Force A, and was airlifted 
to HUE - PHU BAI in I GorpsTactical Zone. The Third Battalion 
joined Task Force B on l4ll00H and were established at XS 869968 0 

The Sixth Battalion detained 8 suspects. 

15 February - The Sixth Battalion moved to XS 857946; 
1 Viet Gong was captured and 69 suspects were detained throughout 
the day. The Third Battalion detained 30 suspects. 

16 February - The Third Battalion operated in the vicinity 
of XS 8697. The Sixth Battalion operated in tne area of XS 8594 -
8595 - 8694 - 8596 and detained 104 Buspects. 

17 February = The Third Battalion operated in the vicinity 
of XS 8696 ~ XS 8697 and detained 8 suspects. The SiXtb B~ttalion 
operated in the vicinity of XS 8594 - XS 8595 ~ XS 8596 and detained 
,30 suspects. 

18 February - The Second Battalion returned to the 
operational control of Task Force B. From 18~24-February the 
Second and Sixtn Battalions had no ene~ contact, but detained 345 
suspects 0 

On 180100H, a company o£ the Third Batt~1ion defending the 
eastern approach to the bridge at XS 875974 was attacked by an 
estimated enemy battalion. A light fire team of U4S0 helicopter 
gunships was used in support of the bridge from l80300H to 1803l3H. 
At this time, an additional infantry company o£ the Third Battalion 
was dispatched to reinforce the eastern bridge defenses~ Two 
VN tanks were positioned at the western end of the bridge. Fighting 
was sporadic until IB0550H. Four flights of gunships were used 
between l80345H to 180550H. 
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12 February CMD The Fifth Battalion was moved to the

operational control of Task Force A. and was airlifted to HUE -

PHU BAI in I Corps Tactical Zone. The Fourth Battalión conducted
search and clear operations at XS 8596; 8696 and 8697; the Sixth
Battalion operated at XS 8595 and 8695. Task Force Headquarters
detained 4 suspects; Fourth Battalion detained 6 suspects; and
Sixth Battalion detained 1 suspect.

13 February - The battalions continued to operate in
their respective areas. The Sixth Battalion detained 173 suspects.

14 February - On 140600H, the Fourth Battalion was
moved to the operational control of Task Force A, and was airlifted
to HUE - PHU BAI in I Corps Tactical Zone. The Third Battalion
joined Task Force B on 141100H and were established at XS 869968.
The Sixth Battalion detained 8 suspects.

15 February - The Sixth Battalion moved to XS 857946;
1 Viet Cong was captured and 69 suspects were detained throughout
the day. The Third Battalion detained 30 suspects.

16 February - The Third Battalion operated in the vicinity
of XS 8697. The Sixth Battalion operated in the area of XS 8594 -
8595 - 8694 - 8596 and detained 104 suspects.

17 February - The Third Battalion operated in the vicinity
of XS 8696 CAN XS 8697 and detained 8. suspects. The Sixth Battalion
operated in the vicinity of XS 8594 - XS 8595 - XS 8596 and detained
30 suspects.

18 February - The Second Battalion returned to the
operational control of Task Force B. From 18-24 February the
Second and Sixth Battalions had no enemy contact, but detained 345
suspects.

On 180100H, a company of the Third Battalion defending the
eastern approach to the bridge at XS 875974 was attacked by an
estimated enemy battalion. A light fire team of U.S. helicopter
gunships was used in support of the bridge from 180,300H to 180313H.
At this time, an additional infantry company of the Third Battalion
was dispatched to reinforce the eastern bridge defenses. Two
VN tanks were positioned at the western end of the bridge. Fighting
was sporadic until 180550H. Four flights of gunships were used
between 180345H to 180550H.
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At 180550H, the enemy force launched a heavy ground attack, 
of battalion si~e, from the northwest at XS 867967. One infantry 
company of the Sixth Battalion, VNMO was attached at IB0700H 
and established blocking positions to the west at XS 861967. 
Nine flights of gunships and a U.S. afrstrike were used between 
180608H and 181153H. The battalion conducted a sweep of the 
battle area. Documents found indicated that the attack had been 
made by elements of the K-l Battalion, DONG NGAI Regiment and the 
Second Battalion of the Fifth NVA Regiment, 

The Third Battalion suffered 14 Marines killed and 32 wounded 
in this action. Enemy dead totaled 142 and 3 Viet Cong were 
captured. Further, 13 crew served and 16 individual weapons were 
captured. 

19 February - On 1901)OH, the Third Battalion came under 
a mortar and B-40 attack at XS 875970. A flareship and helicopter 
gunships were requested. On 190150H, a second JilOrtar and B-40 
attack was made at xs B65~68$ Helicopter gunships were used in 
support from 190215H to 190300H. The attack at xs 865968 was broken 
off at 190315H. The attack at xs 875970 continued sporadically 
until 190430H. E1ements of the Third Battalion conducted a sWeep at 
XS 867968 at 190900H and encountered an estimated ellemy platoon., 
Simultaneously, the Battalion Command Post at xs 867964 eame under 
attack. Contact continued ligl:),t to moderate until 1920)OH. A, 
U.S. helicopter gunship fire team was utilized from 191950H to 
1920)OH. A VNAF airstrike (two fiEIS) was used at lCS 866966 at 
19210OH.The,batta1ion had five Marines killed and 12 wounded while 
accounting for'10 Viet Gong killed~ One crew served weapon and 
three ind~vidual weapons were seizedo 

20 February - The Third Battalion conducted a through 
search of the previous day's battle field and fOWld 55 Viet Cong 
dead and .five individual weapons. 

21 February - The Third Battalion conducted a search and 
destroy operation in theyicinity ot XS 865975 which resulted in 
three. da.ad Viet Gong, one Viet Cong captured and one rifla captured. 

. , ..... !22-24 -February - The Third Battalion' conducted a sweep 
QPer~tiol). ,W:i.th no .enemY contact. Eight Viet Cong bodies were .found 
at XS 865975' and seven suspects were detained.. One mortar was 
discovered. ' ' 
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At 180550H , the enemy force launched a heavy ground attack,
of battalion size, from the northwest at XS 867967. One infantry
company of the Sixth Battalion, VNMC was attached at 180700H
and established blocking positions to the west at XS 861967.
Nine flights of gunships and a U.S. airstrike were used between
180608H and 181153H. The battalion conducted a sweep of the
battle area. Documents found indicated that the attack had been
made by elements of the K-1 Battalion, DONG NGAI Regiment and the
Second Battalion of the Fifth NVA Regiment.

The Third Battalion suffered 14 Marines killed and 32 wounded
in this action. Enemy dead totaled 142 and 3 Viet Cong were
captured. Further, 13 crew served and 16 individual weapons were
captured.

19 February - On 190130H, the Third Battalion came under
a mortar and B-40 attack at XS 875970. A flareship and helicopter
gunships were requested. On 190150H, a second mortar and B-40
attack was made at XS 865968. Helicopter gunships were used in
support from 190215H to 190300H. The attack at XS 865968 was broken
off at 190315H. The attack at XS 875970 continued sporadically
until 190430H. Elements of the Third Battalion conducted a sweep at
XS 867968 at 190900H and encountered an estimated enemy platoon.
Simultaneously, the Battalion Command Post at XS 867964 came under
attack. Contact continued light to moderate until 192030H. A
U.S. helicopter gunship fire team was utilized from 191950H to
192030H. A VNAF airstrike (two A1E's) was used at XS 866966 at
19210OH. The battalion had five Marines killed and 12 wounded while
accounting for 10 Viet Cong killed. One crew served weapon and
three individual weapons were seized.

20 February - The Third Battalion conducted a through
search of the previous day's battle field and found 55 Viet Cong
dead and five individual weapons.

21 February cap The Third Battalion conducted a search and
destroy operation in the vicinity of XS 865975 which resulted in
three dead Viet Cong, one Viet Cong captured and one rifle captured.

22-24 February - The Third Battalion conducted a sweep
operation with no enemy contact. Eight Viet Cong bodies were found
at XS 865975 and seven suspects were detained. One mortar was
discovered.
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25 Febru.ary - On 250315H, abridge at xs 882956 in the 
Second Battalion area of eperations was partially destroyed by 
demoli tio.ns. All elements o..f the task ferce continued small 
unit pa~rolling. No. ene~ co.ntact was made; 63 suspects were 
detained. . 

26 February - Small unit patro.ls co.ntinued with no. enemy 
co.ntact; 19 suspects were detained. 

27 February - The Seccnd Battalion conducted a three com­
pany search and destroy o.peraticn on. an island, center of mass 
XS 8996. One enemy sniper was killed. The bodies of eleven Viet 
Gong killed by artillery and airstrikes and several weapons were 
feunds All other task .force elements ccntinued patrclling~ Twenty­
six suspects were detained. 

28 February - On 28031~, the bridge at IS 897940 received 
mortar .fire. Damage was negligible. Patrolling ccntinued with 
fourteen suspects detained. 

29 February - Patrolling continued with twenty-eight 
su.spects detained •. 

l~3 March - Lccal patrcls were ccnducted in the assigned 
area cf operations. Light contact was made with the enemy which 
resulted in one Viet Ceng killed and 39 suspects detained. 

4 March - Lecal patrolling by small units was cenducted 
in the assigned a~eaef operatien. Light centact was made with the 
enemy. which resulted in j Vie.t Ceng killed and 84 suspects detainedo 
One· element cf Task Force B discovered a Viet Cong cache in the 
viCinity or xs 903976. A secendelement .firedon an estimated 
Viet Cong plateonin the vicinity ef XS 925946resul ting in a negative 
enemy assessment and one Vietnamese Marine weunded. 

. .5 March - Local patrolling by small units continued in the 
a:ea of eperation with no. enemy contacto One hundred and twenty-five 
suspects were detained. 

6 March - Lecal patrelling by small units continued. Three 
Viet Gong bedies and two B-40 recket launchers were .found destroyed 
by artillery at xs 8649730 Ten suspects detained. 

7-9 March - Local patrolling by small units continued 
with no enemy contact. Thirteen suspects were detained. 
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25 February - On 250315H, a bridge at XS 882956 in the
Second Battalion area of operations was partially destroyed by
demolitions. All elements of the task force continued small
unit patrolling. No enemy contact was made; 63 suspects were
detained.

26 February - Small unit patrols continued with no enemy
contact; 19 suspects were detained.

27 February CID The Second Battalion conducted a three com-
pany search and destroy operation on an island, center of mass
XS 8996. One enemy sniper was killed. The bodies of eleven Viet
Cong killed by artillery and airstrikes and several weapons were
found. All other task force elements continued patrolling. Twenty-
six suspects were detained.

28 February - On 280315H, the bridge at XS 897940 received
mortar fire. Damage was negligible. Patrolling continued with
fourteen suspects detained.

29 February - Patrolling continued with twenty-eight
suspects detained.

1-3 March - Local patrols were conducted in the assigned
area of operations. Light contact was made with the enemy which
resulted in one Viet Cong killed and 39 suspects detained.

4 March - Local patrolling by small units was conducted
in the assigned area of operation. Light contact was made with the
enemy which resulted in 3 Viet Cong killed and 84 suspects detained.
One element of Task Force B discovered a Viet Cong cache in the
vicinity of XS 903976. A second element fired on an estimated
Viet Cong platoon in the vicinity of XS 925946 resulting in a negative
enemy assessment and one Vietnamese Marine wounded.

5 March - Local patrolling by small units continued in the
area of operation with no enemy contact. One hundred and twenty-five
suspects were detained.

6 March - Local patrolling by small units continued. Three
Viet Cong bodies and two B-40 rocket launchers were found destroyed
by artillery at XS 864973. Ten suspects detained.

7-9 March - Local patrolling by small units continued
with no enemy contact. Thirteen suspects were detained.
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10 March - Elements of the task foroe' continued small. 
puit search and police operations in the northeastern ,quadrant of 
SAIGON. 

II March - One Mar'i.ne of the Sixth Battalion was wounded 
IilS a l;'esultof a brief' encounter with an est:iJnated ene:m;y squad on 
;1.120200 at IS 877971. New Battalion command post locations WSl;'e 
,as follows: 

Second Battalion - XS 950930 
Third Battalion - XS 871968 
Si~th Battalion - XS 918933 

Operation TRAN HUNG DAO was concluded this date. 

Second Ini'antry Battalion, VNMC., 

31 January ~ As an element of Task Force B, VNMC, the 
Second Battalion was airlifted fl;'om GAl LAY to SAIGON; the move 
was completed on 31l830H. 

1. February - From Ol0800H to OllOOOH, the battalion was 
under tne operational contralof the 8th~irborne Battalion, ARVN. 
'!'he battalion was given the m.ission of seizingan,d. seCUring the 
Vietnamese Language School approximately 400 meters £l;'om'the Joint 
Gi:Jneral staf'f' Headquarters. After securing the compound, the 
battalion discovered one United States and two Vietnamese civilians 
with their hands tied behind their backs and shot. At OUl')OH, the 
battalion was placed under operational. control of the Capital MUitary 
District and proceeded to a hotel in the rear of the President Hotel 
in SAIGON. While securing this area the battalion received heavy 
B'':''40 and automatic weapons fire. This area was secured at 011400H. 
1he battalion than moved to XS 835902 at Ol15QOHo Five houses in 
this area. were' set ablaze by the :righting and one house had thirty 
secondary explosions~' While 'clearing this area the battalion received 
approximately 250 B-40 rounds. This area. was secured at 011730H. 
Ni.ght I>os1tions of the b~ttalion were at XS 842897 ~ Material. 
results for 1. February were: eight Vietnamese Marines wounded; twenty­
twoV1.et -Cong killed; captu:red three B-40 rocket launchers,two K-50 
r~flesand one. pistol, P-38; and destroyed three rouncts of B-40 
ammunitiOn. . _ 

2 February'- At02l030H, the battuion proceeded to the 
Fifth District Headquax-ters at XS 846897 to operate in an. area of 
operations bounded by XS 831900 - IS 831900 - XS 830905 - IS 835905~ 
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10 March - Elements of the task force continued small
unit search and police operations in the northeastern quadrant of
SAIGON.

11 March - One Marine of the Sixth Battalion was wounded
as a result of a brief encounter with an estimated enemy squad on
112020H at XS 877971. New Battalion command post locations were
as follows:

Second Battalion - XS 950930
Third Battalion - XS 871968
Sixth Battalion - XS 918933

Operation TRAN HUNG DAO was concluded this date.

Second Infantry Battalion, VNMC.

31 January - As an element of Task Force B, VNMC, the
Second Battalion was airlifted from CAI LAY to SAIGON; the move
was completed on 311830H.

1 February - From 0108OOH to 011000H, the battalion was
under the operational control of the 8th Airborne Battalion, ARVN.
The battalion was given the mission of seizing and securing the
Vietnamese Language School approximately 400 meters from the Joint
General Staff Headquarters. After securing the compound, the
battalion discovered one United States and two Vietnamese civilians
with their hands tied behind their backs and shot. At 011100H, the
battalion was placed under operational control of the Capital Military
District and proceeded to ahotel in the rear of the President Hotel
in SAIGON. While securing this area the battalion received heavy
B-40 and automatic weapons fire. This area was secured at 011400H.
The battalion than moved to XS 835902 at 011500H. Five houses in
this area were set ablaze by the fighting and one house had thirty
secondary explosions: While clearing this area the battalion received
approximately 250 B-40 rounds. This area was secured at 011730H.
Night positions of the battalion were at XS 842897. Material
results for 1 February were: eight Vietnamese Marines wounded; twenty-
two Viet Cong killed; captured three B-40 rocket launchers, two K-50
rifles and one pistol, P-38, and destroyed three rounds of B-40
ammunition.

2 February - At 021030H, the battalion proceeded to the
Fifth District Headquarters at XS 846897 to operate in an area of
operations bounded by XS 831900 - XS 837900 - XS 830905 XS 835905.
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~ile conducting clearing operations in this area the battalion 
received in excess of' 250 rounds of' B-ho f'ire as well as heav.y 
small arms'and automatic weapon fire. Night positions were located 
at XS 841897 for" the ,battalion headquarters, and the First arid 
Second Companies, at XS 797865' f'or the alternate battalion head­
quarters and' the Third Company; the"Fourth Company was located 
at XS 827876. At 022000H, the battalion alternate headquarters 
received six rounds of mortar iil'e with negative casualties. 
Material results for 2 February were: one Vietnamese Marine killed 
and eight wounded; eight Viet Cong killed and five captured and the 
capture of' one Smith and Weston .30' caliber pistol and two X-50 
l'ifies. 

3 February - The battalion was assigned an area of 
operations on KHANH HOI ~slandwith the center of mass at 8689. 
The battalion formed on line fromXS 850889 to XS 879890 and swept 
the island with negative contact. The battalion command post 
was located at xs 865885. 

4 February - The battalion moved from KHANH HOI Island 
to an area of' operations in the eastern suburbs of SAIGON., The 
Battalion Command Post and the Third Company wet'e located at, 
XS 875942, First Company at xs 864929 and XS 863918, Second Company 
at XS 883956 and the Fourth Company" at XS 876947. Small arms fire 
was sporadic but with no casualties. 

5 Fe.bruary - Small unit operations were conducted withjJl 
the assigned area with no enemycontact. 

'6 February .. Five tanks and two APals of' the First Troop, 
5th Cavalr,y,18th Inf'antry DiVision, ARVN were attached to the 
battalion. Additionally, the Second,CompaQY. of' the Sixth Battalion 
was attached and provided bridge security at XS 882956. Two 75mm 
howitzers of' the Vietnamese Artillery Battalion were located at 
xs 887940. There was no enemy contact. 

7 February -The battalion conducted small unit operations 
capturing one Viet Gong and detaining two hundred and thirty suspects. 

. . 8 February - A two' company operation was conducted in an 
area, center of mass XS 8959559 bounded by water on the north, east 
and weS.t and Highway 314 to the south. One Viet Cong was killed at 
xs 875945. 
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While conducting clearing operations in this area the battalion
received in excess of 250 rounds of B-40 fire as well as heavy
small arms a nd automatic weapon fire. Night positions were located
at XS 847897 for the battalion headquarters and the First and
Second Companies, at XS 797865 for the alternate battalion head-
quarters and the Third Company; the Fourth Company was located
at XS 827876. At 022000H, the battalion alternate headquarters
received six rounds of mortar fire with negative casualties.
Material results for 2 February were: one Vietnamese Marine killed
and eight wounded; eight Viet Cong killed and five captured and the
capture of one Smith and Weston .30 caliber pistol and two K-50
rifles.

3 February - The battalion was assigned an area of
operations on KHANH HOI Island with the center of mass at 8689.
The battalion formed on line from XS 850889 to XS 879890 and swept
the island with negative contact. The battalion command post
was located at XS 865885.

4 February - The battalion moved from KHANH HOI Island
to an area of operations in the eastern suburbs of SAIGON. The
Battalion Command Post and the Third Company were located at
XS 875942, First Company at XS 864929 and XS 863918, Second Company
at XS 883956 and the Fourth Company at XS 876947. Small arms fire
was sporadic but with no casualties.

5 February - Small unit operations were conducted within
the assigned area with no enemy contact.

6 February - Five tanks and two APC's of the First Troop,
5th Cavalry, 18th Infantry Division, ARVN were attached to the
battalion. Additionally, the Second Company of the Sixth Battalion
was attached and provided bridge security at XS 882956. Two 75mm
howitzers of the Vietnamese Artillery Battalion were located at
XS 887940. There was no enemy contact.

7 February - The battalion conducted small unit operations
capturing one Viet Cong and detaining two hundred and thirty suspects.

8 February - A two company operation was conducted in an
area, center of mass XS 895955, bounded by water on the north, east
and west and Highway 314 to the south. One Viet Cong was killed at
XS 875945.
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. 9-l0 February - Small unit operations were conducted 
with no enemy c onta.ct~ 

11 February - A three comp~ operation was conducted 
9~ an island, center of mass XS' 9096. The western portion of the 
~sland waB blocked by one company and the Battalion OommandPost. 
'fwo companies condu cted an amphibious landing by Vietnamese Navy 
,ssau1t craft on the southern and 0:£ the island and swept 'north. 
The opera tion took place from l10700H to 11l700H. One MaTi:ru~ was 
killed and J were 'W'ounded.Eight insurgents were killed anq 4 
~eapons were seized. 

. . l2~l3 February - Search and clear operations were con-
qucted within the assigned area with no enemY contact. 

14 February - A battalion operation was conducted on an 
island, center of mass XS 9096. Two companies landed by Vietnamese 
Navy craft. at XS910975 and sWeptsou.th~ Another company was landed 
at XS 9049S7and swept east. TwO Viet Cong were killed and 2 captUl'ed. 
Qne weapon was captured. The operation.was from l40800H to 141630H. 

15 February - On 1.509l5H, one company conducted a sweep 
withXS 905935.as the center o£ mass. The operation ceased at 
:J.5120OH. 

16-17 February - Normal operations were conducted within the 
assigned area of operations Tasu1 ting in 135 su.,spects being detained •. 

18 February - On 180800H~ the Second Battalion joined 
1ask Force B .. _ 

Materiel results of the Second Battalion from 01000lH 
to l80800H are as follows: 

KIA 
T 

Weapons Capturedi 

KIA 
-U 

ves 
% 

.3 Rocker Launcher, SOviet,RPG-2 (B-40) 
1 Rifle, U.S., .30 Caliber, M-1 
6 Sub-machine Gun, Soviet, 7.62mm, K-5o 
2 Carbine, U.S.,' .30 Caliber, M-l 
1 ~istol, German, 9mm$ p-,38-
1 Pistol, U.So, .,38 Caliber, S&W 
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9-10 February - Small unit operations were conducted
with no enemy contact.

11 February - A three company operation was conducted
on an island, center of mass XS 9096. The western portion of the
island was blocked by one company and the Battalion Command Post.
Two companies condu cted an amphibious landing by Vietnamese Navy
assault craft on the southern end of the island and swept north.
The operation took place from 110700H to 111700H. One Marine was
killed and 3 were wounded. Eight insurgents were killed and 4
weapons were seized.

12-13 February - Search and clear operations were con-
ducted within the assigned area with no enemy contact.

14 February - A battalion operation was conducted on an
island, center of mass XS 9096. Two companies landed by Vietnamese
Navy craft. at XS 910975 and swept south. Another company was landed
at XS 904957 and swept east. Two Viet Cong were killed and 2 captured.
One weapon was captured. The operation was from 1408OOH to 141630H .

15 February - On 150915H, one company conducted a sweep
with XS 905935 as the center of mass. The operation ceased at
151200H.

16-17 February - Normal operations were conducted within the
assigned area of operations resulting in 135 suspects being detained.

18 February - On 180800H , the Second Battalion joined
Task Force B.

Materiel results of the Second Battalion from 010001H
to 180800H are as follows:

VC/NVAVNMC

VCSVCCKIAKIA WIA
36541 8192

Weapons Captured:

3 Rocker Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)
1 Rifle, U.S., .30 Caliber, M-1

Sub-machine Gun, Soviet, 7.62mm, K-506
2 Carbine, U.S., .30 Caliber, M-1
1 Pistol, German, 9mm, P-38-
1 Pistol, U.S., .38 Caliber, S&W
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31 January - The Third Battalion] reinforced wi.th 

. , 

two 75mm howitzers of Battery A, Vietnamese Marine Corps Artillery 
Battalion, was assigned an area oi' operations in western GIA DINH 
Province, TAN BINH District o On 310615, elements of th~ battalion 
received small arms fire from an unknown size ene~ unit at xs 70$935 
rS sul ting in the de a th o:f one Marine 0 

1 February - Small unit. operations were conducted. An 
observation post of the Second Comp~ exchanged small arms fire 
wi th an unknown size ene~ unit at 0108000 at XS 128935 with negative 
resul ta. 

2 February - At 02021OH, the battalion command pos~ received 
twenty-seven rounds of 82mm m.ort~ :fire resulting in six Marines wounded. 

3 February - At 0300018, the battalion command post received 
an estimated 100 rounds of 82rom mortar fire reaul ting in one Marine. 
wounded. A flare helicopter and gunships were utilized to prevent 
a Popular Force outpost from being overrun with a negative assessment, 
however, many blood trails were observed. 

4 February - The battalion left the operational controlei' the 
Capital Military District on 04l430H and came under control of Task 
Force B, VNMC~ The battalion was located at the Amphibious Support 
Base I VNMC in SAIGON. 

5 February - The battalion conducted operations in the 
vicinity of XS860960which resulted in the detention of seventy-rive 
suspects" 

6 February - The battalion reverted to Capital Military 
District's operational control on 06l330H and moved to XS 845914 to 
conduct operations with the National Police~ There was no enemy contact. 

Thus £ar, during the reporting period, the Third Battalion base 
camp at XT 920004~ near THU DUC, had sustained several Viet Cong 
attacks. Two Marines -were killed and five Marines were wounded. 
Twenty Viet Cong were killed and six weapons were captured .. 

7 February - A two company sweep at IS 834914 resulted 
in the captu.re of :rour Viet Congo Another two company operation at 
XS 833906 resulted in nineteen suspects detained and three Viet Cong 
captured. The Third Battalion base camp captured one RPG-2 rocket 
launcher and killed one Viet Congo 
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Third Infantry Battalion, VNMC.

31 January - The Third Battalion, reinforced with
two 75mm howitzers of Battery A, Vietnamese Marine Corps Artillery
Battalion, was assigned an area of operations in western GIA DINH
Province, TAN BINH District. On 310615, elements of the battalion
received small arms fire from an unknown size enemy unit at XS 705935
resulting in the death of one Marine.

1 February - Small unit operations were conducted. An
observation post of the Second Company exchanged small arms fire
with an unknown size enemy unit at 010800H at XS 728935 with negative
results.

2 February - At 020210H, the battalion command post received
twenty-seven rounds of 82mm mortar fire resulting in six Marines wounded.

3 February - At 030001H, the battalion command post received
an estimated 100 rounds of 82mm mortar fire resulting in one Marine
wounded. A flare helicopter and gunships were utilized to prevent
a Popular Force outpost from being overrun with a negative assessment,
however, many blood trails were observed.

4 February dan The battalion left the operational control of the
Capital Military District on 041430H and came under control of Task
Force B, VNMC. The battalion was located at the Amphibious Support
Base, VNMC in SAIGON.

5 February - The battalion conducted operations in the
vicinity of XS 860960 which resulted in the detention of seventy-five
suspects.

6 February - The battalion reverted to Capital Military
District's operational control on 061330H and moved to XS 845914 to
conduct operations with the National Police. There was no enemy contact.

Thus far, during the reporting period, the Third Battalion base
camp at XT 920004, near THU DUC, had sustained several Viet Cong
attacks. Two Marines were killed and five Marines were wounded.
Twenty Viet Cong were killed and six weapons were captured.

7 February - A two company sweep at XS 834914 resulted
in the capture of four Viet Cong. Another two company operation at
XS 833906 resulted in nineteen suspects detained and three Viet Cong
captured. The Third Battalion base camp captured one RPG-2 rocket
launcher and killed one Viet Cong.
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8 Febru~y - Searches were conducted by the First 
Company at XS~836909ana by" the Third Company at XS84l92B.. .A 
~otal of twenty-two suspects were detained and t~ee weapons 
captured. 

9 February - Fifteen suspects were detained. 

10 February - The Fourth Company oontaoted a small enemy 
uni.t at XS 817898.. One Marine was kUle.d and one wounded. One 
Viet Cong was killed and one captured. One weapon was captured. 

11 February - The battalion conducted a two company 
operation at KS 815896 resulting in 6 Viet Cong killed, 5 Viet Cong 
captured and' 24 suspects detained. Four we~pons were seized. 
there were no friendly casualties. 

12 February .. The battalion conducted a two company 
. operation at XS 816896 resulting in 2 Viet Cong killed, 1 Viet Oong 

captured and 4 suspeots detained. Onepi.st-ol was captured. 

13 Febru~ - The battalion conducted a two'compaqy 
operation at XS 825895 resulting in 'one Marine wounded, six Viet 
Oong killed and eight weapons captured. 

14 February - The Third Battalion moved to the operational 
control of Ta.sk Force B at.141100H. 

Materiel results of the Third Battalion trom 31000lH 
January to 141l00H February are a s fol1oW's~ . 

KIA 
"T 

VNMC --
WIA 
14 

Weapons Captured: 

KIA~ 
~. 

VC/NVA 

vee 
~ 

VCS 
1$9 

1 . Rocket Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2· (B~40) 
9 Rifle, Assault,.l> SoViet, 7 .62mm,.l> .AK-47 
2 BAR, U.S., .30 Callber . -
4 Sub-machine G'W1, CHICOH, 7. 62mm, 1( ... 50 
3 Sub~maehine Gun, u.S., .45 Caliber, Thompson 
2 Pistol:, U. S. -' .45 Caliber 
2 Pistol, CHICOM, 9mm 
1 Pistol, Unknown 
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8 February - Searches were conducted by the First
Company at XS 836909 and by the Third Company at XS 841928. A
total of twenty-two suspects were detained and three weapons
captured.

9 February - Fifteen suspects were detained.

10 February - The Fourth Company contacted a small enemy
unit at XS 817898. One Marine was killed and one wounded. One
Viet Cong was killed and one captured. One weapon was captured.

11 February - The battalion conducted a two company
operation at XS 815896 resulting in 6 Viet Cong killed, 5 Viet Cong
captured and 24 suspects detained. Four weapons were seized.
There were no friendly casualties.

12 February - The battalion conducted a two company
operation at XS 816896 resulting in 2 Viet Cong killed, 1 Viet Cong
captured and 4 suspects detained. One pistol was captured.

13 February - The battalion conducted a two company
operation at XS 825895 resulting in one Marine wounded, six Viet
Cong killed and eight weapons captured.

14 February - The Third Battalion moved to the operational
control of Task Force B at 141100H.

Materiel results of the Third Battalion from 310001H
January to 141100H February are as follows:

VC/NVAVNMC

VCSVCCWIA KIAKIA
1436 159144

Weapons Captured:

1 Rocket Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)
9 Rifle, Assault, Soviet, 7.62mm, AK-47
2 BAR, U.S., .30 Caliber
4 Sub-machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62mm, K-50
3 Sub-machine Gun, U.S., .45 Caliber, Thompson
2 Pistol, U.S., .45 Caliber
2 Pistol, CHICOM, 9mm
1 Pistol, Unknown
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6 February - The battalion returned to SAIGON on 0618)OH 
from II Corps Tactical Zone and moved to the Capital Military District 
(CND) Headquarters in a reserve sta.tus under Capital Milit~y District 
operational control. Two companies moved to the Second Police_ 
Precinct £or operations. 

7 February - Battalion headquarters and two companies were 
committed in the Fifth Police Precinct. Positions were~ 

Battalion Command Post 
First Company 
Second Company 
Third Company 
Fourth Company 

- xs 821887 
- XS 819887 
- IS 869889 
- :leS 857900 
- XS 877891 

8 Febl"uary - On 08073OH~ the Fourth Company killed four 
Viet Cong at 821895 and captured three weapons and an assortment of 
equipment. On 08l000H, the Fourth Company killed one Viet Cong and 
capt.ured one Viet Cong at XS _871894.. The First and Third Companies 
established blocking positions from XS836897 to xs835902 ~ XS 833901.. 
Two Marines were wounded on 08l630H. The blocking positions were 
established on 08180OH. Three Viet-Cong were captured and seven 
suspects were detained. On 082320H; one VietJ!ong was killed and one 
Vfet Gong was captured at XS 8.3589.8. 

. . 9 February - The First and Third CQmpanies swept westward 
frc:)m"their blocking positions. One captive was taken at XS 821895 and 
one enemy was killed at xs 834901. ThirtYrtwo suspects were detained; 
Bnaddi tional. seventy suspects were detained later at a che-ckpoint 
at XS 8,32901 •. Contact with an estimated enemy platoon was made at 
IS 819900 on 0922)OHo Thirteen enemy were killed and nine weapons and 
assorted. equipment were c~ptured. 

- -
10 February - Operations were continued in the area of 

contact resulting in two enemy killed, four enemy captured and two 
weapons captured. The First Company captured three Viet, Gong and 
detained three suspects at XS 831899. The Third Company detained £our 
suspects at XS 833897 •. The Fifth Battalion came under the operational 
control of TaskForce B, VNMCon l01200H. 

Materiel results of the Fifth Battalion £rom 061830H 
to l01200H February are as followsg 
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Fifth Infantry Battalion, VNMC.

6 February - The battalion returned to SAIGON on 061830H
from II Corps Tactical Zone and moved to the Capital Military District
(CMD) Headquarters in a reserve status under Capital Military District
operational control. Two companies moved to the Second Police
Precinct for operations.

7 February - Battalion headquarters and two companies were
committed in the Fifth Police Precinct. Positions were:

Battalion Command Post - XS 821887
- XS 819887First Company
- XS 869889Second Company
- XS 857900Third Company
- XS 877891Fourth Company

8 February - On 080730H, the Fourth Company killed four
Viet Cong at 821895 and captured three weapons and an assortment of
equipment. On 081000H, the Fourth Company killed one Viet Cong and
captured one Viet Cong at XS 871894. The First and Third Companies
established blocking positions from XS 836897 to XS 835902 CID KS 833901.
Two Marines were wounded on 081630H . The blocking positions were
established on 0818OOH. Three Viet Cong were captured and seven
suspects were detained. On 082320H one Viet Cong was killed and one
Viet Cong was captured at XS 835898.

9 February - The First and Third Companies swept westward
from their blocking positions. One captive was taken at XS 821895 and
one enemy was killed at XS 834901. Thirty-two suspects were detained;
an additional seventy suspects were detained later at a checkpoint
at XS 832901. Contact with an estimated enemy platoon was made at
XS 819900 on 092230H. Thirteen enemy were killed and nine weapons and
assorted equipment were captured.

10 February on Operations were continued in the area of
contact resulting in two enemy killed, four enemy captured and two
weapons captured. The First Company captured three Viet Cong and
detained three suspects at XS 831899. The Third Company detained four
suspects at XS 833897. The Fifth Battalion came under the operational
control of Task Force B, VNMC on 101200H.

Materiel results of the Fifth Battalion from 061830H
to 101200H February are as follows:
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KIA 
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WeaponsCaptUTed: 

KIA 
T2 

DECLASSIFIED 

veINvA.. 

vee 
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ves 
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12 Rifle,·Assault, Soviet, 7.62mm., AK-h7 
1 Pistol II CHI COM, 7. 62mm, Type 54 

Sixth Infantry Battalion, VNMC. 
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1 February- The battalion was assigned to Task Force A, 
VNMCin II Corps Tactical Zone .. 

2 February - Upon completion o~ an airlift from II Corps 
Tactical Zone· to. SAIGON on 02l9.30H, the battalion was a ssigned as a 
reserve element of Operation TRAR HUNG DA.O and remained at the 'Capital 
Mil i tary Disric t (CMI)) HeaaqU:att~rB Ullder the operational con trol 
¢ftne Capital Military. District~ 

3 February - On O)lOOOH, the battalion proceeded to 
the town 01' THUIlJC, XS 9299, by lIlOtor convoy. The battalion 
dismounted atXS.943996 and maneuvered west to ~e center of the 
eity by 031330H· •. One comparw continued to move north to the base 
<;a.m.p ·of, the Second Battalion,,· reaching there at 03l50CH. Light 
:resistance was· met· at XT 916003 resulting in two Viet Cong killed 
and· three. captured. One company met heavy resistance from 031500H 
to 031920H:1n the Vicinity of XT 921007.. The company established 
night defensive positions in the base camp 9£ the Third Battalion, 
VNMC atXT 922001. Thirteen Marines were wounded and eighteen Viet 
Cong were killed in this encounter. 

4 February .~ '+he battalion operated in and around THUme 
throughout the day resulting in six Viet Oong killed and the capture 
of ten weapons. . . 

5 February - Three separate company size operations were . 
aorlductedt6the· north· and west of 'lHU roc with nO contact •. On OS2300H, 
three rounds of 82m mortar were tired at _ the bridge at XS 904985 with 
negative casualties. The Second Company was attached to the Second 
Battalion. 

6 February - A battalion size operation was conducted from 
'!HU DUC to the vici,nity of IT 9003. The base oamps of th.e First and 
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VC/NVAVNMC

VCCKIA VCSKIA WIA
11613222o

Weapons Captured:

12 Rifle, Assault, Soviet, 7.62mm, AK-47
1 Pistol, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 54

Sixth Infantry Battalion, VNMC.

1 February - The battalion was assigned to Task Force A,
VNMC in II Corps Tactical Zone.

2 February - Upon completion of an airlift from II Corps
Tactical Zone to SAIGON on 021930H, the battalion was a ssigned as a
reserve element of Operation TRAN HUNG DAO and remained at the Capital
Military Disrict (CMD) Headquarters under the operational control
of the Capital Military District.

3 February - On 031000H, the battalion proceeded to
the town of THU DU C, XS 9299, by motor convoy. The battalion
dismounted at XS 943996 and maneuvered west to the center of the
city by 031330H. One company continued to move north to the base
camp of the Second Battalion, reaching there at 031500H. Light
resistance was met at XT 916003 resulting in two Viet Cong killed
and three captured. One company met heavy resistance from 031500H
to 03192OH in the vicinity of XT 921007. The company established
night defensive positions in the base camp of the Third Battalion,
VNMC at XT 922007. Thirteen Marines were wounded and e ighteen Viet
Cong were killed in this encounter.

4 February - The battalion operated in and around THU DU C

throughout the day resulting in six Viet Cong killed and the capture
of ten weapons.

5 February - Three separate company size operations were
conducted to the north and west of THU DUC with no contact. On 052300H,
three rounds of 82mm mortar were fired at the bridge at XS 904985 with
negative casualties. The Second Company was attached to the Second
Battalion.

6 February can A battalion size operation was conducted from
THU DUC to the vicinity of XT 9003. The base camps of the First and
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Sixth Infantry Battalions and the new VNMC Training Center are 
located in this area. The Viet Cong partially dismantled the 
bridge at XT 9070ll!., but it was quickly repaired. The cperaticn 
was ccncluded .on 06120OH. No contact with the enemy was made. 
One weapon was £eund~ 

7 February - A three cempany .operati.on was ccnducted to 
the north and _n.orthwest .of '):'HU DUC tr.om 0707000 to 071130H with 
nc enemy ccntact. A small enemy supp~y cache was disccvered at 
XT 925017. 

8 February - A battalion size .operation was conducted 
in GO VAP' District. Two ccmpanies boarded an LCG .of the Vietn~ese 
Navy at the SAIGON Navy Yard and were transp.or:ted to and cenducted 
an amphibieus assault a t :IS 909953 en 080845H. 'MeanwhUe, an 
additienal two companies and the Battali.on Headquarters established 
blocking positions at XS 891964. The companies having landed bi Leu, 
began a northern push .operating on separate axis. Contact was 
established with an estimated enemy platoen en 080900H at XS 912956. 
A U 6 S. light fire team was utilized in clese suppert. Fcurteen 
Viet Gong were.killed; .one female insurgent captured,; :rive Marines 
were wounded and evacuated. On l8l300H, a light contact was made at 
XS 913967 resulting in two Viet Ceng killed and one captured. Twenty­
six suspects were detained and a total or seven weapons were captured. 

9 February -'The battalion came under the operational 
control o£Task Force B, VNMC en 090700H • 

. - " 

Materiel results .of the Sixth Battalien from 021930H to 
090700H February are as fellows! 

KIA 
T 

VNMC 

WIA 
T 

Weapons Captured: 

KIA 
~ 

Vc/NVA 

'Vdd 
T 

VGS 
2C 

l Rocker Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40) 
J Light Machine Gun, CHIOOM,. 7. 62mrn" Type 56 

10 Rifle" Assault, SoViet, 7.62:mm, AK-47 
2 Garbine;UoS,,-, ;30 Caliber, M-l 
1 Carbine, Soviet, 7.62mm, SKS 
1 Pisto~, uos., .45 Caliber 
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Sixth Infantry Battalions and the new VNMC Training Center are
located in this area. The Viet Cong partially dismantled the
bridge at XT 907014, but it was quickly repaired. The operation
was concluded on 061200H. No contact with the enemy was made.
One weapon was found.

7 February - A three company operation was conducted to
the north and northwest of THU DUC from 070700H to 071130H with
no enemy contact. A small enemy supply cache was discovered at
XT 925017.

8 February - A battalion size operation was conducted
in GO VAP District. Two companies boarded an LCU of the Vietnamese
Navy at the SAIGON Navy Yard and were transported to and conducted
an amphibious assault at XS 909953 on 080845H. Meanwhile, an
additional two companies and the Battalion Headquarters established
blocking positions at XS 891964. The companies having landed by LCU,
began a northern push operating on separate axis. Contact was
established with an estimated enemy platoon on 080900H at XS 912956.
A U.S. light fire team was utilized in close support. Fourteen
Viet Cong were.killed; one female insurgent captured; five Marines
were wounded and evacuated. On 181300H, a light contact was made at
XS 913967 resulting in two Viet Cong killed and one captured. Twenty-
six suspects were detained and a total of seven weapons were captured.

9 February - The battalion came under the operational
control of Task Force B, VNMC on 090700H.

Materiel results of the Sixth Battalion from 021930H to
090700H February are as follows:

VC/NVAVNMC

KIA VCC VCSWIA KIA
42 265 5o

Weapons Captured:

1 Rocker Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)
3 Light Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 56

10 Rifle, Assault, Soviet, 7.62mm, AK-47
2 Carbine, U.S., .30 Caliber, M-l
1 Carbine, Soviet, 7.62mm, SKS
1 Pistol, U.S., .45 Caliber

UNCLASSIFIED
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U. Materiel results of Operation TR.AN HUNG DAO by the Vietnamese 
Marine Corps. 

VNMC vc/NVA 

KIA 
"1i9 

WIA 
227 

US 

WlA 
3* 

KIA vac 
'109 ''34 

* 'Major W. P., ESHELMAN, USMC 
Captain J. I. SIMPSONJI USMC 
Captain J. J. HAINSWORTH, USMC 

Weapons Captured~ 

1. Mortar, Soviet, 82mm 
1. Mortar, U.S., 60mm 

18 Rocket Launchers:, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-4o) 
7 Rocket Launchers,' Soviet, RP.G-7 (B-41} 
2 Heavy Machine Gun; U. S., .50 Caliber' _' 

vas 
2-;08"7 

5 Light Machine Gun, U.S., .30 Caliber, Ml9l9A4 
10 Light Machine 'Gun, CHI COM, 7.62nun, Type 56 
4 Grenade Launchez-, U ~ S., 40mrn, M-79 
2 Rifle:, U .. S., 7 .. 62trun, M-14 

1.6 Rifle; U.S., .30 Caliber, M-l 
86 Rifle, Assault, Soviet, 7.62mm, AK-47 
8 BAR, u.S., .30 Caliber 
1. Sub-machine Gun, U.S., .45 Caliber, M-3 

15 Sub-machine Qun, U. s .. , .45 Caliber, ThollWlson 
20 Sub-machine Gun, Soviet, 7.62mm, K-50 
75 Carbine, U.S~" .. )0 Gal-iher, M-l 

2 Oarbine; Sov'ie't, 7.62mm, SICS 
2 Shotgun, 12 Gauge 
4 Pistol, u.S., ~45 Caliber 
5 Pistol., CBlOOM, 7.62mm, Type 54 
1 Pistol., German,9mm, P-38' 
1 Pistol, U.S." .38 Caliber, S&W 
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11. Materiel results of Operation TRAN HUNG DAO by the Vietnamese
Marine Corps.

VC/NVAVNMC US

VCSVCCKIAKIA WIA WIA
2,087709 5422749 3R

* Major W. P. ESHELMAN, USMC
Captain J. I. SIMPSON, USMC
Captain J. J. HAINSWORTH, USMC

Weapons Captured:

1 Mortar, Soviet, 82mm
1 Mortar, U.S., 60mm

18 Rocket Launchers, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)
7 Rocket Launchers, Soviet, RPG-7 (B-41)
2 Heavy Machine Gun; U.S., .50 Caliber
5 Light Machine Gun, U.S., .30 Caliber, M1919A4
10 Light Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 56
4 Grenade Launcher, U.S., 40mm, M-79
2 Rifle, U.S., 7.62mm, M-14

16 Rifle, U.S., .30 Caliber, M-1
86 Rifle, Assault, Soviet, 7.62mm, AK-47
8 BAR, U.S., .30 Caliber
1 Sub-machine Gun, U.S., .45 Caliber, M-3

15 Sub-machine Gun, U.S., .45 Caliber, Thompson
20 Sub-machine Gun, Soviet, 7.62mm, K-50
75 Carbine, U.S., .30 Caliber, M-1
2 Carbine, Soviet, 7.62mm, SKS
2 Shotgun, 12 Gauge
4 Pistol, U.S., .45 Caliber
5 Pistol, CHICOM, 7.62mm, Type 54
1 Pistol, German, 9mm, P-38
1 Pistol, U.S., .38 Caliber, S&W
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Recapi tual tion: 

44 Crew Served Weapons Captured 
241 Individual Weapons Captured 

12. Administrative Matters! 

a. Transportation· of. casual t.ies. The overall evacuation 
system was adequate. However, there were inst~mces when established 
procedures extended the evacuation time required for critical cases. 
The requirement for the initial medevac request to be sent to 
VNAF and only after a denial by WAF maya U.S. medevac be· called 
for, is an established policy. The time interval involved, and the 
seeming inflexibility of the policy could prove to be fatal in 
emergency cases. 

13. Advisor Analysis. 

General. On 30 January the Vietnamese Marine combat units were 
deployed in II, III and IV Corps Tactical Zones. The flexibility 
of the Vietnamese Marine Corps was tested and subsequently proved 
itself by their ability to react quickly and effectively to movement 
orders. The units werehastely moved from a riverine or a jungle 
combat atmosphere to combat in a built up, heavily popul.ated area. 
This extreme change in combat enviroilment was affected with a minimum 
loss of- friendly troops, while inflictirig heavy 10SS9S on the enemy. 
Further, the rapidity m. thwhich units reacted to redeployment orders, 
within the SAIGON area, throughout the critical period, arid their 
ability to carry out their missions on a par with Free WOrld Military 
Forces has encoriragedall advisors. 

Tactics. 

a. Combat in built tip ar$as. The primary tactic used was o£ the 
IIhammer ar,ld anvil" variety. A blocking force would be established, 
and an assault element -woUld attempt ·to force the enemy into the 
waiting blocking force. This method proved itself to be highly 
acceptable, simple and easy to control. Normally, the blocking force 
would be established in the early evening, with the sweep scheduled 
for the next morning. It was determined that this practice had a 
secondary effect by diSrupting the enemy 0 s'. lines of communication 
throughout the night. A weakness o£ the~Vietnamese Marine Corps 

26 CONFIDENTIAL 

. ,0 ro-1 04' ! II Xi: .~ T ~ A l . " i~ 11. .j~. rLd·· .l-, ., 

, ' 

~------ -- --- - .. ~~~~~~~--

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCI ASSIFIED

HJS: fmcg
3480

Recapitualtion:

44 Crew Served Weapons Captured
241 Individual Weapons Captured

12. Administrative Matters:

a. Transportation of casualties. The overall evacuation
system was adequate. However, there were instances when established
procedures extended the evacuation time required for critical cases.
The requirement for the initial medevac request to be sent to
VNAF and only after a denial by VNAF may a U.S. medevac be called
for, is an established policy. The time interval involved, and the
seeming inflexibility of the policy could prove to be fatal in
emergency cases.

13. Advisor Analysis.

General. On 30 January the Vietnamese Marine combat units were
deployed in II, III and IV Corps Tactical Zones. The flexibility
of the Vietnamese Marine Corps was tested and subsequently proved
itself by their ability to react quickly and effectively to movement
orders. The units were hastely moved from a riverine or a jungle
combat atmosphere to combat in a built up, heavily populated area.
This extreme change in combat environment was affected with a minimum
loss of friendly troops, while inflicting heavy losses on the enemy.
Further, the rapidity with which units reacted to redeployment orders,
within the SAIGON area, throughout the critical period, and their
ability to carry out their missions on a par with Free World Military
Forces has encouraged all advisors.

Tactics.

a. Combat in built up areas. The primary tactic used was of the
"hammer and anvil" variety. A blocking force would be established,
and an assault element would attempt to force the enemy into the
waiting blocking force. This method proved itself to be highly
acceptable, simple and easy to control. Normally, the blocking force
would be established in the early evening, with the sweep scheduled
for the next morning. It was determined that this practice had a
secondary effect by disrupting the enemy's lines of communication
throughout the night. A weakness of the Vietnamese Marine Corps
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units was noted however. The search technique ~~cyed were less 
than de sire able • Only on rare occasions were buildings thoroughly 
and methodioally searched. 

b. OhemicalAgents~ Chemical. riot control agents were not 
utilized. The prrm~ reason being that the Vietnamese Marine Corps 
battalions were not equipped with field protective masks and that only 
as grenades, in limited quantities were OD hand. 

c. OrganiC Sur0rting Arm$. The mortars" recoilless rines" 
and for purposes of his report, the.M-72 LAAW were not used to any 
extent within the buil:t up areas in SAIGON •.. Orders were recei\l"ed 
during the initial stages of the operation limiting the use of weapons 
larger than the M-79 in heavily populated areas. In the suburban 
areas of SIAGON, organic supporting arms were rarely, if ever, used. 
The reliance was strictly on 11 gunships I. b The mortars were set in 
generally at night to provide illumination with no pre-planned final 
p~otective or harassing and interdiction fires. 

14. Recommenda.tions. 

a.Aire'lraouation of Vietnamese casualties. A policy should 
be established whereby once a medevac is requested in Ii serious case 
i.e., 10813 of life is imminent" the first available air transport 
is dispatched regardless of national source • 

. b. Search techniques in built up areas. I do not wish to 
detract from simplicity in com.bat operations, however" the formation 
of a battalion in two single fUes moving up a city street is in 
violation of all prineiples of march security and detracts 
drastically .from any attempt to search out pockets 01' enemy 
activity. My recommendation was at the time and remains now, to use 
the ba.tt.alion reserve element (norrna.l.ly a company) to provide 
simul taneollsl;r ~, .. both flank security and an area search. 

,.-,,1, 

. c. Use of Chemical Agents. It is recommended that the USe of 
riot control agents be emphasized and encouraged at aU levels i.e. 
commander' 5 conferences, NCO School and unit training. In modern 
warfare, the delivery systems Of')f:;rio~ control agents are imaginatiVe-­
and numerous. The use of these agents in offensive oombat is limited 
primarily by the preparedness of the unit by having field protective 
masks available and the commanders initiative and ingenuity. 

d. Use of organic SUpporting arms. A review 01' this subject 
by way of Marine advisors cOl1llllents over the last half decade shows 
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units was noted however. The search technique employed were less
than desireable. Only on rare occasions were buildings thoroughly
and methodically searched.

b. Chemical Agents. Chemical riot control agents were not
utilized. The primary reason being that the Vietnamese Marine Corps
battalions were not equipped with field protective masks and that only
CS grenades, in limited quantities were on hand.

C. Organic Supporting Arms. The mortars, recoilless rifles,
and for purposes of this report, the M-72 LAAW were not used to any
extent within the built up areas in SAIGON. Orders were received
during the initial stages of the operation limiting the use of weapons
larger than the M-79 in heavily populated areas. In the suburban
areas of SIAGON, organic supporting arms were rarely, if ever, used.
The reliance was strictly on "gunships". The mortars were set in
generally at night to provide illumination with no pre-planned final
protective or harassing and interdiction fires.

14. Recommendations.

a. Air evacuation of Vietnamese casualties. A policy should
be established whereby once a medevac is requested in a serious case
i.e., loss of life is imminent, the first available air transport
is dispatched regardless of national source.

b. Search techniques in built up areas. I do not wish to
detract from simplicity in combat operations, however, the formation
of a battalion in two single files moving up a city street is in
violation of all principles of march security and detracts
drastically from any attempt to search out pockets of enemy
activity. My recommendation was at the time and remains now, to use
the battalion reserve element (normally a company) to provide
simultaneously, both flank security and an area search,

C. Use of Chemical Agents. It is recommended that the use of
riot control agents be emphasized and encouraged at all levels i.e.
commander's conferences, NCO School and unit training. In modern
warfare, the delivery systems of riot control agents are imaginative
and numerous. The use of these agents in offensive combat is limited
primarily by the preparedness of the unit by having field protective
masks available and the commanders initiative and ingenuity.

d. Use of organic supporting arms. A review of this subject
by way of Marine advisors comments over the last half decade shows
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this topic to be the !told dogo o. beaten to death". It is 
my opinion that the Vietnamese commanders will never set up, lay in, 
refer, and fire his mortars a 8 long as he has the energetic 
U.S. Marine advisor to call in the cure-all - THE GUNSHIP:;. Hence, 
a combination of twottemsto enhance the use of organic supporting 
arms is recommended; first, reluctance or outright refusal on 
the part of the advisor to request armed helicopters unless the 
situation demands it; secondly, increased emphasis in training 
of organic supporting armso 

/ I 
1/ 
I 

/ 

H. J. SHANE 

DISTRIBUTION: 
NAVFORV (2) 
NAVFORV Historian (Code 03) 
CMC (Code AD3, A03D (1») 
CG, FMFPAC 
Dir, COC, MACV 
Dir" EducCntr, MCDEC, MCB, Quantico, Va 
MarL nO , SplWarf'areSchool, Ft Bragg, NC 
Each Advisor Participating 
File 
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this topic to be the "old dog. beaten to death". It is
my opinion that the Vietnamese commanders will never set up, lay in,
refer, and fire his mortars as long as he has the energetic
U.S. Marine advisor to call in the cure-all - THE GUNSHIP. Hence,
a combination of two items to enhance the use of organic supporting
arms is recommended; first, reluctance or outright refusal on
the part of the advisor to request armed helicopters unless the
situation demands it; secondly, increased emphasis in training
of organic supporting arms.

H
H. J. SHANE

DISTRIBUTION:
NAVFORV (2)
NAVFORV Historian (Code 03)
CMC (Code A03, AO3D (1))
CG, FMFPAC
Dir, COC, MACV
Dir, EducCntr, MCDEC, MCB, Quantico, Va
MarLn0, SplWarfareSchool, Ft Bragg, NC
Each Advisor Participating
File
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SMA, MACV AlA Rpt 9-12 Jan; 22-24 Jan; 

26-28 Jan 1968 

See: SNA, HACV AlA Rpt filed 29 Dec 1967- 28 Jan 68 
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