DECLASSIFIED

From:
To:

Subj:
Ref:

Encl:

. . B = - —
[ T w

HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FIfF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3:AJE:bey

5750
5 Apr 1966

Commanding Officer, lst Antitank Battalion
Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein), FIF

Command Chronology
(a) Div0 5750.2

(1) Command Chronology

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted.
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. 1st Antiteank Battalion, lst Marine Division (Rein), FMF

a. location: Camp Hansen, Okinawa

be Period Covered by Report: 1 = 31 March 1966

c. Name/Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff & Chief Subordinates

(1) LitCol W, MOORE Commanding Officer
Maj R. E. HARRIS : Executive Officer

(2) Executive Steff

lst It T. F. DEMPSEY S-1
2nd Lt J. A, LANE S -2
Major J. J. KEEFE S -l
(3) Special Staff
1st Lt K, HENDRICKSON Suooly Officer
1st Lt D, B. SHIKER Comm~Elect Officer
2nd Lt 4. M. KELLY Yotor Transport Officer
CWo E. A, AVASZEWICZ Maintenance Officer

(L) Subordinate Commanders

Capt J. W. SCHROEDER - Company Commander, H&S Company

Capt G. R. VAN HORN - Company Cormmander, Company A
Capt J. E, FELKER - Company Gommander, Company B

2. Commander's Narrative Summary of Significant Events

a, The lst Antitank Battalion moved from a treining status at Camp
flansen, Okinawa to counterinsurgency operations in the Chu Lai Combat Base,
Republic of Vietnam during the period covered by this report.

b. On 1 March 1966, the following task organizations were re-activated,

and elements of the lst Antitank Battallon were attached to them as listed
below:

(1) RIT -5
Company B (~), lst Antitark Battalion (Company Headquarters only)

(2) BLT - 2/9 _ v
2nd Plt (Rein), Company B, lst Antitank Battalion UNCLASSIFIED

ce The 3rd Platoon (Rein), Company B, 2rd Antitank Dattalion, which had B
been refurbished and uralned by this Battalion on Ckinawa for a two month
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d. The Commanding Officer, lst Antitank Battalion and two members of
this command received Letters of Commandation from the Commanding Ceneral,
1st Marine Division (Rein), for their work in the movement of Embarkation
Unit Charlie from CONUS %6 Okinewa. Letters were received by LtCol W, MOORE,
1st Lt R.R. TTMBERG and SSgt. R.E. LINEBERRY,

"e. On 15 March this Battalion conducted a2 test of a .50 Cal. machine
gun mounted on an Ontos in place of one of the 106mm Recoilles Rifles. The
test was a preliminary trial of a plan to mount two .50 Cal. machine gun's
on the Ontos for direct fire support in counterguerrilla operations,

f, ILtCol WALTER MOORE was designated Commanding Officer of Embarkation
Group Echo for deployment of the lst Antitank Battalion (-), 1lst Motor
Transport Battalion (-) Rein, and Det, H&S Company (-), 3rd Amphibious Tractor
@ ottelion o AU,

g. H&S Company, lst Antitank Battslion embarked aboard the uss WHETSTGNE
(1SD-27) on 22 March. Major J.J. KEGFE, S-L, lst Antitank Battalion,
was Embarkation Team Commander, '

h. H&S Company arrived in RVN on 27 March. A temporary CP was established -
with the 11th Marines while a permanent CP for the organizations were being
constructed farther forward in the TACR.

i, Conmpany C, lst Antitank Battalion reverted to parent unit control
upon this Battalion's arrival in RVN. This Battalion also assumed administrative

and operational control of lst and 2nd platoons, Company B, 3rd Antitank
Battalion. '

jo Company & (-), lst Antitank Battalion deployed from Okinawa on 31
_ March aboard the USS WINSTON (AKA-9L)., Capt G.R. VAN HORN, Commanding
@ Officer, Company A, was Embarkation Team Commander.

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events.

a, Testing of .50 Caliber Machine Gun Mounted on Ontos,

Operational reports from Marine forces in the Republic of Vietnam
have indicated the desirability of a light tracked vehicle for use in direct
fire support of infantry. The Ontos has proven its ability to negotiate
terrain which 1s not accessible to tanks or wheeled vehicles, however its
maein armement is designed for antitank use, The backblast, relatively low
ammunition capacity, and burst characteristics of the 106mm recoilless
rifles have inhibited its effectiveness as a counterguerrilla weapon.

It was theorized that the replacement of two of the six 106mm rifles
on the Ontos with .50 Caliber coaxially mounted machine guns would increase
its flexibility as a fire support weapon, and permit rapid ambush and
counter ambush fire in situaytions where the smaller caliber round wouk&
be more appropriate, or where the firing of the 106mm weapon would be G
precluded due to friendly troops or equipment in the backblast area.

2 ENCLOSURE (1) ’

DECLASSIFIED

ssﬂjf;}.‘n




DECLASSIFIED

— = =

| N ' 0 ' ‘
uﬂCLASSIgEEE;

5750 ,
S Apr 1966

The theory was tested on 15 March 1966 at the Camp Hansen, Okinawa firing
range. Using a locally fabricated mount, one caliber .50 caliber machine
gun was fired in place of the number ! rifle on the Ontos. (See pictures
1, 2 and 3) As with the 106mm recoilless rifle, the weapon was charged
marmally from outside the vehicle, It was fed from a 200 round ready box.
Target acquisition, aiming and firing were accomplished from within the
vehicle, using the Ontos fire control system.

The test showed that the emplaeement of «50 caliber machine guns
can be done without modification to the Ontos, that room is available for

belts of up to 600 rounds per machine gun, and that well aimed .50 caliber
fire can be delivered in this manner., ‘

‘!’ On 28 March 1966, this battalion requested sufficient M85 machine
guns to arm thirty (30) Ontos as described above.

AP-ENDICES A (list of References)
B (Documentation)
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5 Apr 1966
Appendis A (Iist of References)
1. .50 Cal. Machine Gun Mounted on Ontos, picture of
2, 106mm RR turret modified for ,50 Cal. MG, picture of
3. 106mm RR turret modified for .50 Cak. M3, picture of
L ' Enclosure (1)
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COMPANY B
18t Antitank Battalion
(ADCCON) 5th Marine Regiment
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
JAL/ jwk
5750 :
27 May 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines

Subj: Commend Chronology

Ref: (a) RUT-5 msg 132250% May 66

1. In accordsnce with reference (a) the following report is submitted.
2, Organizational Date

a. Designation and location

(1) Company B (~)(Rein), 18t Antitank Battalion

Company B (-
Company Heedquarters (-)
Detachment, H/S Company, 1st Antitank Battalion
Detachment, Comm Plat
Detachment, Medical Sect
Detachment, Meas Sect, Supply Plat

(2) 1 March - 21 May 1966t Cemp Hansen, Okinawa
22 May - 27 May 196631 USS RENVILLE (APA-227)

b. Period Covered: 1 March 1966 through 27 May 1966,

Co Commanding foicer: Captain J. E. FELKER
d. Average Monthly Stremgth: 2 Officers/45 Enlisted

3+ Commenders Narative Summary. During this reporting period. emphasis has

been placed on supply and maintenance remsdiness, as well as the FAM Firing
of individual weapons, training in counterguerrilla warfare, Jungle lane
Firing, and Land Mine warfa.re/nanontions/‘g ooby Trap training.

4¢.; Chronology of Events

Date Bvent
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1 March 1966

1 = 24 March 1966

25 March 1966
27 Maroh 1966

28 March - 25
April 1966

26 April 1966

22 May 1966

23 May 1966

23 - 26 May 1966

27 May 1966

Attached to Regimental Landing Team 5 with adminis-
trative control resting in 5th Marines. Strength
upon joining was 2 USMC Officers, 45 USMC Enlisted,
end 1 USN Enlisted. Task organization included the
24 Platoon.

24 Platoon conducted intensive training to include
106mnRR FIREX, field exercises, Jungle Lane firing,
Counterguerrills Warfare School, FAM Firing of indi-
vidual weapons and crew served mechine guns, Land
Mine Warfare/Demolitions/Booby Trap School, and
combat driving with the M-S50A1 ONTOS.

23 Platoon attached to BLT 2/5.

3d Platoon rejoined from BLT 3/5.

3d Platoon conducted same intensive training as
that which 24 Platoon underwent.

3d Platoon attached to BLT 3/5.

Enbarked aboard the USS RENVILLE (APA-227).
Undexrway for Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam.
Conducted shipboard training progrsm.

Arrived at Chu Lai. Detached from Regimental Land=-
ing Team Fiwve and reassigned to parent Battalion

effective 0530H, Debarked with 1: USMC Officer,
23 U3MC Enlisted, and 1 USN Enlisted,

ENCLOSURE (7)
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COIMPANY 'Cow
1st Antitank Battelion (=)
3d Marine Division (Rein), FIF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
WES/ jvp

3000
11 Mer 1966

g S

From: Commending Officer

Tos Commanding Officer, 3d Antitank Battalion (Rein), 3@ Marine
Division n%Reln), FIF (Attn: S-3)

Subjs COperations Summary; report of

Befr (a) EnQ 3100.2

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted
for the period 2400H 28 Feb 1966 - 2400H 10 Mar 1966%

WEEKLY OPERATIONS SUIMMARY

Company "G, lst intitank Battalion (=),
3dmarnlv(ne1n), FIF Ceptain W. F. SVYDER, Commanding

No. Off |No. Enl Ho. Nevy GridCoor

Colq Captain W. F. SNYDER 1l 28 ' 2%’7 Br560048
1stPlt 1stlt H.. T. SCHMIT 1 21 o BE584016
2ndPlt 1stlt H. J. EONNOLLY 1 | 21 0 B1509028
3rdPlt 3Sgt E. DAVIS 0 21 0 Br560048

2. Operations

2.. The first platoon in support of 1/7 has been manning positions
on the MLR. The light section was in support of D-1/7 at (B3605995)
and the heavy section was in support of C=1/7 at (BS5868981). On 7 Mar
1966, at 1430, the light section departed the Chu Lai enclave. Itts -
mission was to escort a twenty-five (25) truck convoy south on highway
#1 to (BS639750)s The convoy errived at their destination and picked
up the troops from 2/7 which had just completed Operation "Utah'. The
convoy returned to the Chu Lai enclave at 1915 on 7 Mar 1966,

b. The second platoon in support of 2/7 has been manming positions
on the MLR. X& light section mans posi (BT49503%6) and another

light section mans positb \{‘\i R(M)@?ﬁ “E@

DECLASSIFIED

2D &

v L Fo/

Ionmes ©Or T FTET



DECLASSIFIED

& N % _/
alalNis IR ey .

WFS/ jvp
11Mar66

The fifth ontos remains in the platoon CP at (BT509028 ) Two men are
uged on a walking security post around the platoon CeFs

Ce. The third platoon in support of 3/7 has been manming positions
on the MR A4 light section is located at (BS549996) in support of
M-3/7. Another light section is located at (Br528002) in support of
1-3/7. The fifth ontos is at the Company CP deadlined for lack of tracke.
On 7 March 1966, a light section escorted a twenty-five truck convoy
south on Highway #1 to (BS637784) and picked up troops from 2/4 that had
completed Operation "UtahM"s The convoy left the Chu Lai enclave at 1430
and returned at 1800 the same days. Since the return of the convoy the
3rd platoon has only one Ontos at (B3549996).

d. Company Headquarters continues to man two (2) ¥-60 MG positions
at (BD560048) in con{unction with the Tth Marines Beach Security Plan.

e. Statistice.

(1) 1 convoy escort mission consisting of four Ontos and fifty
trucks.

(2) None

(3) None

(4) HONE

(5) lone

(6) None
%+ Training.

a. Classes were conducted on boresighting of the 106, convoy pro-
cedures, ammunition safety precautions, Ontos Tactics, map reading, and
comm procedures. Fam. firing was conducted with the .45 Cal. pistol and
the .45 Cal.SMG. Inspections were held on personal weapons, the Ontos,

and personnel.

be The condition of the track conbinues to limit our operating

capabilities.

W. F. SNYD
Copy tot

CO, 7thMar (Attns 5-3)

CO, 1stATBn (-) (Attns 5~3)

St o 1¥>- GG
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COMPANY ngw
1st Antitank Battalion (-)
3d Marine Division (Rein), FIfF
FPO San Francisco 96602
WFS/fom
3000
19 Merch 1966

From: Commanding Officer

Tos Commanding Officer, 3d Antitank Battallon (Reln )s 34 Marine
Division (Rein), FiMF (Attns 8-3)

Subj: Operations Summary; report of
Ref: (a) EnO 3100.2

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is submitted
for the period 2400H 10 March 1966 - 2400H 20 March 1966:

WEEKLY CPERATTONS SUMMARY

Company "C", lstATBn (-)s
3dlerDiv (Rein), FiF Capt., WeF. SNYDER Commending

Ho. COff No. Enl Nos Navy  Gridloor

CoHg Capte, WaFe SNYDER 1 31 2 BI547016
1stPlt 1stLt HoT. SCHMIT 1 19 0 BI584016
2ndPlt 1stLt HeJ. CONNOLLY 1 19 0 BI509028
3rdPlt SSgt Be DAVIS 0 20 0 BT547016

2+ QOperations.

g+ The first platoon in support of 1/7 has been menning positions on
the MLR. The light section was in support of B-1/7 at (BP605995) and the
heavy section was in support of C-1/7 at (BS588981). On 17 March, from
0500-1600, a light section supported 3/7 on Qperation "West Virginia" in
the area of (BSS489). Three companies conducted a search and clear
operation in the area while the ontos was on=call for direct fire missionss.
T™wo companies formed s blocking force north of the Song Tra Bong River.
A third company was escorted by the ontos section to (BS555894). The troops
dismounted from the trucks and swept north, crossing the river by LCR's.
No contacts.

bs The second platoon in support of 2/7 has been manning positions on
the MLRe A light section mans positions at (BP495036) and another light
section mans positions at (32504030) The fifth ontos remsins in the
platoon CP at (Br509028).

ENCLOSURE (Z)
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WFS/fnm
19 Mar 1966

ce The third platoon in support of 3/ 7 has been manning one
position with one ontos at (B3549996).. During the period 11-14 March
a light section was in support of 3/7 while conducting Qperation "“C&H'"
in the area of (B3593934)s The objgctize of the operation was to
provide security for the 1500-2005,\'\0 ile they harvested the sugar cane
in the areae. The mission of the ontos section was two-fold; (1) to
provide direct fire support for the Battalion as part of a reaction
forée (2) to provide security and a show of force for the Vietnamese
laborers. Om 16 March the platoon displaced its! CP from (BT560048) to
(B1547016). |

d. Company Headquarters displaced its! CP from (BT560048) to
(BT547016). The move commenced on the morning of 16 larch and was com-
pleted on the afternmoon of 19 March. During this period personnel
provided heach security and security at the new CP site.

es Statisbicse.

(l) Two ontos,; cne M-37 & one %35 provided support on COperation
C&H « Two ontos, & one 37 provided support on Operation '"West Virginia."

2) HONE
3; NOWZ

4
§5 HONE
6) NONE

NONE

3« Training,

ae« Inspections were condu¢bded in the following areass CEl, 106181
Recoilless Rifle, «50 Cal. spotting rifle, .30 Cal. NG, «45 Cal. pistol,
45 Cal. Sub-IMG, and }-14. Drills were conducted on the proper wearing
of - the gas mask.

be The condition of the track continues to limit the companies!
operating capabilitiess ’ s

W. Fo SHYDER
Copy to:

00y Tthlar (Attns S-3)
00, 1stATBn (Attn: S-3)

v e e e
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Subfs mutmm sm: xmm ot
Refs ,(a) o) 31%.? , e o
1. In ueardmeo wﬂh refcrem (a). the fcllawing romrt u nu’hﬂ&.ﬁtﬁ f.‘or ﬁn .

pexriod 2400! 0 llu"ﬁh 1966 o 249@3 31 }hmh 1956: '
VMY Q?!BA’EIO!‘S sm

. 0oCy 1stATBn

5*‘5 Qé? 64

%

20 _ catin

Itt!hrniv(nom).

| cenq Capt v.r- SR ol w2 m 547016_“
2ndF1% 1stit H. J,. c.‘mmjf S 1 191 @ - R os0j028 .
5raFlt 858 E. mus.‘ﬁ'.',;_'gj 70 20070 BS4TONE

2 The fim’ﬁ pla.twn is’ smppm-t @f 1/7 has beax mnﬁng puitin;u on

: thé ¥R The light sectien was in suppoxt.of B-1/7 at (¥ 60%5399) and he

heavy seckion was in gwpport of 3-1/7 a% (BS 508961). On 26 amd 27 Mever

they coxiduoted a fiving ¢xexcise. The firing ;peiitimt was’ aﬂ {E 495056)
s.ud the impact ma g 'bo the ﬁouﬁhwes‘k.'v, .

‘ b. The eem ymm: in eupport of M? m ”gmiiim on
the iRy ¥he héavy sectior vas in swport of 3-2/7 a‘h (H 195676 ) end he

light seetion wae in support of the Bm 0P ad (B 504030}, (n 26 Yazah, the -
 platosn osonducted a firing cxarsise. Om 26 March the pla

Yhe direst methods  The Tiring poaition was at (B3P 495036).&
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The third platcon in snppor-t of 3/7 has been ming peaxmns on S
m.a. a ligh% section has supported I~3/7 at (B8 549996). - The. hequ seeticn ‘

* has been locsted in the Co CP 2% (547016) foz' :ueyaﬁ.ms

q. 'rhe company ﬁe&dquwtm pmvided (1) n-z.s. (1) e 1«5.107, ard (6)

six men in support of Opsrstion WIEXAS®. The xen provided sesurity for ihe R

0P grevwp ab Bin Som (Bs 598919) aad zan resupyly rung fmn the Ghu Z.a.i
&nclavetohnﬁon- . ; . .

- g.,j_ tatistics -

resﬁpply rms y T e
§ Casuslties: Four (4) Ben, shfferea rupturea ‘ear &zun.s ém to o

- mins which $leir trudk hit returming from (peration *'r:ns"s Three (5) men
'Qare'bavktotulliuty.lmisstﬂlat”B"ﬂe& ST

4) Yone -
' §5i KON - ... -
i. 3‘ Tré!!; . j‘, ';;; AP

(1) hur “) ren for c? ”%"'ﬂty d‘u‘iﬂg %eratmn "'Z‘Em« 2 men for" S

ST B CIassas ware condueted m thw following ares'm ‘rarget emmnt and .

o ad§ustment of fire, miafire procedures, amvumition safety precavuiions snd in-
. éirect firing proceluwes. Inapections were held on OEN gear; pévsenal wespins,
Comm geary and persotinels During the $wo day firing exsreise, both dhe direst

snd indirect methods of firing the-Untos wers cimployed. 503 rounds of 106MM,

; ﬁ_ rcms of +50 Oal. spntter, emd E_mundﬂ of .}0 cal. was emxﬁe&;

Gopy’m ST S B
€O, 7thMar (A¥ins s«-‘s’)
co, w?h At 3-3} o
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