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COllNAND CHRONOT.OGY 

1. 1st Antitank Battalion (-), 1st tfurine Division (Rein), FIcIT!' 

a. Location:' Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam 

b. Period Coyered by Report: 1 - 30 April 1966 

c. Name/Ranl{ of Commanding Officer, Staff & Chief Subordinates 

(1) LtCol 'V". E00112 
Naj R. E •. HAR:a.IS 

(2) Executive Staff 

SSgt. R. t., DODGE 
2nd Lt J. A. LANE 
flIa j or A. J. EllDAtI! 
l1aj or J.. J., C:>.YE 

(3) Special Staff 

1st Lt K. S. HEB'DRICY-SON 
1st Lt D. B. SHIKER 
2nd L t J. 1'1. :KELLY 
C"I'JO E. A. ANASZEtrITCZ 

(4) Subordinate Conwanders 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 

S-l/Adjutant 
8-2 
8-3 
8-4 

Supply Officer 
Gomm-Elect Officer 
Hotor Transport Officer' 
Ordnance,h'laintenance Officer 

Capt "T. F.> SHYDER - Company COli'!lnander, mu;; Company 
Capt G. R. VAJlJ HORN - Company Commander, Company A (-)(Rein) 
Capt J. 1,,f. SCHR@ER - Company Commander, Company C 

2. Commander's Narrative Summary of Significant Events 

a. Upon its arrival in the Chu Lai Combat Base, the 1st Antitank 
Battalion (-) vIaS assigned the following mission: 

NISSION 1st Antitank Battalion (-) provides general support to 
the 1st Narine Division in the defense of the Ch1.1 Lai Combat Base, and in 
unilateral and combined offensive operations as directed, any where in 
RV1~. See references (a) and Cb). 
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COLMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. 1st Antitank Battalion (-), 1st Marine Division (Rein), FTFF

a. Location: Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam

b. Period Covered by Report: 1 - 30 April 1966

C. Name/Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff & Chief Subordinates

(1) LtCol W. MOORE Commanding Officer
Executive OfficerMaj R. E. HARRIS

(2) Executive Staff

S-1/AdjutantSSgt. R. L. DODGE
S-22nd Lt J. A. LANE
S-3Major A. J. EAGAN
S-4Major J. J. KESFE

(3) Special Staff

1st Lt K. S. HENDRICKSON Supply Officer
1st Lt D. B. SHIKER Comm-Elect Officer

Motor Transport Officer2nd Lt J. M. KELLY
Ordnance/Maintenance OfficerCWO E. A. ANASZEWICZ

(4) Subordinate Commanders

Capt W. F. SNYDER - Company Commander, H&S Company
Capt G. R. VAN HORN - Company Commander, Company A (-)(Rein)
Capt J. W. SCHROEDER - Company Commander, Company C

2. Commander's Narrative Summary of Significant Events

a. Upon its arrival in the Chu Lai Combat Base, the 1st Antitank
Battalion (-) was assigned the following mission:

MISSION 1st Antitank Battalion (-) provides general support to
the 1st Marine Division in the defense of the Chu Lai Combat Base, and in
unilateral and combined offensive operations as directed, any where in
RVN. See references (a) and (b).

1
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b. To accomplish this mission, the Battalion Commander assigned 
the following missions to his subordinate units: 

H&S Company 

(1) Establish and defend the Battalion Command Post. 

(2) Conduct patrolling and tactical operations as directed 
vii thin Battalion sector. 

(3) Be prepared to provide, on order, one provisional (strike) 
platoon reinforced' for tactical employment. 

Company A (-)(Rein) 

(1) Provide direct support to 1st Marines. 

(2) Provide support, as required, to Chu Lai Defense Command. 

Company C 
(1) Provide direct support to 7th Marines. 

(Note) See references (a) and (b). 

c. Headquarters, Company A (-)(Re,in) arrived in Ghu Lai on 5 April. 
C~pt. G. R. VAN HORN assumed operational and administrative controlof 
the following platoons: 

1st Pla.toon, Company B, 3rd Antitank Battalion 
2nd Platoon, Company B, 3rd Antitank Battalion 
3rd Platoon, Company A, 1st Antitank Battalion 

(Note) Platoons from 3rd Antitank Battalion were locally 1l8'@sttgnat.ed 
1st and 2nd Platoons, Company A, 1st Antitank Battalion. See 
references (c) and (d). 

d. On 6 April Capt. J.11. SCHROEDER, CO J H&S Company assumed 
command of Company C, 1st Antitank Battalion from Capt. lrV. F. SNYDER" 
Ca~t. S1~ER was reassigned as CO, H&S Company. See re~erences (e), 
(f) and (g). 

e. During the period 8 - 9 April, Co~pany A (-)(Rein) participated 
in Operation lOt"'A in support of the 1st Harines. See references (d) a.nd 
(h). 

2 ENCLOSURE (I) 
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b. To accomplish this mission, the Battalion Commander assigned
the following missions to his subordinate units:

H&S Company

(1) Establish and defend the Battalion Command Post.

(2) Conduct patrolling and tactical operations as directed
within Battalion sector.

(3) Be prepared to provide, on order, one provisional (strike
platoon reinforced for tactical employment.

Company A (-) (Rein)

(1) Provide direct support to 1st Marines.

(2) Provide support, as required, to Chu Lai Defense Command.

Company C
(1) Provide direct support to 7th Marines.

(Note) See references (a) and (b).

C. Headquarters, Company A (-) (Rein) arrived in Chu Lai on 5 April.
Capt. G. R. VAN HORN assumed operational and administrative controlof
the following platoons:

1st Platoon, Company B, 3rd Antitank Battalion
2nd Platoon, Company B, 3rd Antitank Battalion
3rd Platoon, Company A, 1st Antitank Battalion

(Note) Platoons from 3rd Antitank Battalion were locally redesignated
1st and 2nd Platoons, Company A, 1st Antitank Battalion. See
references (c) and (d).

d. On 6 April Capt. J. W. SCHROEDER, CO, H&S Company assumed
command of Company C, 1st Antitank Battalion from Capt. W. F. SNYDER.
Capt. SNYDER was reassigned as CO, H&S Company. See references (e),
(f) and (g).

e. During the period 8 - 9 April, Company A (-) (Rein) participated
in Operation IOWA in support of the 1st Marines. See references (d) and
(h).

ENCLOSURE (1)2
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f. Company C supported the 7th }iarines on Operation lTEVADA during 
the period 12 - 15 April inclusive. See references (f) and (i). 

g. 2nd Platoon, COIl~pany B, 1st Antitank Battalion arrived at Ghu 
Lai on 14 April 1966. Upon arrival the BLT uas dissolved and the 
platoon CHOP to Company A (-)(Rein). The plato::m was locally 
redesignated 4th Platoon, Company A. See references (d) and (j). 

h. lstLt. T. F. D~'~SEY, Battalion S-l/Adjutant was reassigned as 
S-4A on l'? April 1966. SSgt. R. L. DODGE vms assigned as S-l/Adjutant. 
See reference (1). 

i. Company C, participated in Operation HOT SPRH1GS in support of the 
7th }la.rines during the periocl 20 - 22 April 1966. See references (f) 
and (k). 

j. On 25 April, 2nd Platoon, Oompany C participated in an ARVN 
victory parade in Quang Ngai City to celebrate the success of 
Operation HOT SPRIlTGS. See references (f) and (m). 

k. Company A ( .. )(Rein) supported the 1st Harines in Operation 
W'lmITNG during the period 26 - 30 April. See references (d) and Cn). 

1. Battalion Operation Order 301-66, in support of 1st Harine 
Division Operation Order 301-66, was published on 27 April 1966. See 
reference (b). 

3. Detailed Description of Significa.nt Events 

a. Tactical Employment of Antitank Units. A study entitled 
IIErllployment of Ontosll was prepared to familiarize hie;her and adjacent 
units with the Battalion Commander's reconIDlendations for utilization 
of the Ontos in operations emanating from the Chu Lai Combat Base. It 
is enclosed as Tab L to "~pcndix 2 to this Command Chronolo6Y. 

b. Intelligence. A study was prepared to provide supported 
organizations and subordj_nate units of this command lrJith a specific 
knowledge of weather, terrain and hydrography and the effects of these 
factors on Cntos operations in and around the Chu Lai Combat Base., 
See Tab 11 to Appendix 2 to this Cornmand Cnronology. 
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f. Company C supported the 7th Marines on Operation NEVADA during
the period 12 - 15 April inclusive. See references (f) and (i).

g. 2nd Platoon, Company B, 1st Antitank Battalion arrived at Chu
Lai on 14 April 1966. Upon arrival the BLT was dissolved and the
platoon CHOP to Company A (-) (Rein). The platoon was locally
redesignated 4th Platoon, Company A. See references (d) and (j).

h. lstLt. T. F. DEMPSEY, Battalion S-1/Adjutant was reassigned as
S-4A on 17 April 1966. SSgt. R. L. DODGE was assigned as S-1/Adjutant.
See reference (1).

i. Company C, participated in Operation HOT SPRINGS in support of the
7th Marines during the period 20 - 22 April 1966. See references (f)
and (k).

j. On 25 April, 2nd Platoon, Company C participated in an ARVN
victory parade in Quang Ngai City to celebrate the success of
Operation HOT SPRINGS. See references (f) and (m).

k. Company A (-) (Rein) supported the 1st Marines in Operation
WYOMING during the period 26 - 30 April. See references (d) and (n).

1. Battalion Operation Order 301-66, in support of 1st Marine
Division Operation Order 301-66, was published on 27 April 1966. See
reference (b).

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events

a. Tactical Employment of Antitank Units. A study entitled
"Employment of Ontos" was prepared to familiarize higher and adjacent
units with the Battalion Commander's recommendations for utilization
of the Ontos in operations emanating from the Chu Lai Combat Base. It
is enclosed as Tab L to Appendix 2 to this Command Chronology.

b. Intelligence. A study was prepared to provide supported
organizations and subordinate units of this command with a specific
knowledge of weather, terrain and hydrography and the effects of these
factors on Ontos operations in and around the Chu Lai Combat Base.
See Tab M to Appendix 2 to this Command Chronology.

3

ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

5750 
5 Nay 1966 

c. .The following Ivl"arines of this Corrnnand "tvere a"rarded the Purple 
Heart Hedal for wounds received on combat operations in the Republic 
of Vietnam. 

Conwany A (- ) (Rein) 

PFC A. HErJ~~~3Z, 2158749 
PFC T. J. CRAIG, 2103095 

Company C 

Sgt. C. H. BIGGS, 1864064 
LCpl. S. J. HULLINS, 2037537 
PFC S. A. VETRO, 2144426 
LCpl. N. R. STEl'·JPSKI, 1993318 
PFC D. E. STOUT, 2108685 
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C. The following Marines of this Command were awarded the Purple
Heart Medal for wounds received on combat operations in the Republic
of Vietnam.

Company A (-) (Rein)

PFC A. HERNANDEZ, 2158749
PFC T. J. CRAIG, 2103095

Company C

Sgt. C. H. BIGGS, 1864064
LCpl. S. J. MULLINS, 2037537
PFC S. A. VETRO, 2144426
LCpl. N. R. STEMPSKI, 1993318
PFC D. E. STCUT, 2108685

4
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Annendix 1 'Listlof References) to 1st Antitank Battalion (-) Conunand 
Chl'oMlogy' . CKpn 90b) 

1. The following references apply to paragraph 2 (Commanders Narrative 
Summary of Significant, Events) of this Corrnnand Chronology. 

Ref: (a) 1st }J:arine Division (Rein) Operation Order 301-66 
(b) 1st Anti tank Battalion (-) Operations Order 301-66 
(0) 1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #1 
Cd) Company A __ (-)(Rein) Command Chronology 
(eflst Antitank Battalion (-) STTREP #2 
lr) Company C Command Chronology 
(g) Battalion Special Order 26-66 
(h) Company A (-)(Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report 

for Operation IOWA 
(i) 1st .Antitank Battalion (-) Combat Operations After P..ction 

Report for Operation NEVJillA 
(j) 1st Antitank Battalion SITREP #10 
(k) Company C Combat Operations After Action Report for Operation 

HOT SPRINGS 
(1) Battalion Special Order 39-66 
(m) 1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITRE? #19 
Cn} Company A (-)(Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report 

for Operation wYOTlING 
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Appendix 1 (List of References) to 1st Antitank Battalion (-) Command
Chronology (April 1966)

1. The following references apply to paragraph 2 (Commanders Narrative

Summary of Significant. Events) of this Command Chronology.

Ref: (a) 1st Marine Division (Rein) Operation Order 301-66

(b) 1st Antitank Battalion (-) Operations Order 301-66
(c) 1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #1
(d) Company A (-) (Rein) Command Chronology
(e) 1st Antitank Battalion (-) STTREP #2
(f) Company C Command Chronology
(g) Battalion Special Order 26-66
(h) Company A (-) (Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report

for Operation IOWA
(i) 1st Antitank Battalion (-) Combat Operations After Action

Report for Operation NEVADA
(j) 1st Antitank Battalion SITREP #10
(k) Company C Combat Operations After Action Report for Operation

HOT SPRINGS
(1) Battalion Special Order 39-66
(m) 1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #19
(n) Company A (-) (Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report

for Operation WYOMING
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Appendix 2 (D.ocumentation) to 1st Antitank Battalion (-) Command 
Chronology (April 1966) 

1. Documentation for the 1st Antitank Battalion Command Chronology for 
the period 1 - 30 April 1966 is provided by the Tabs to this appendix:. 

TABS 

A.r 1st Anti tank Battalion (-) Operations Order 301-66 
B "'1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #1,::;-~ 
C --Company A (-)(Rein) Command Chronology, S-.30~'" 
D "'-Company C, Command Chronology, ~ 6~ 
E v Company A (-) (Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report for 

Operation IOWA 
F v 1st Anti tank Battalion (-) Combat Operations After Action Report 

for Operation NEVADA 
G v 1st Anti tank Battalion SITREP #10, d~". 
H - Company C Combat Operations After Action Report for Operation HOT SPRINGS 
I ., 1st Anti tank Battalion (-) SITREP ffl9 
J v Company A. (-) (Rein) Combat Operations .}\fter Action Report for 

Operation WYONING 
K ~Study: Employment of Ontos 
L - Study: The Effect of \fe~therJ Terrain and Hydrography on Ontos Operations 
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Appendix 2 (Documentation) to 1st Antitank Battalion (-) Command
Chronology (April 1966)

1. Documentation for the 1st Antitank Battalion Command Chronology for
the period l - 30 April 1966 is provided by the Tabs to this appendix.

TABS

1st Antitank Battalion (-) Operations Order 301-66A
B 1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #1, sapr

Company A (-) (Rein) Command Chronology 5.30 aprC
Company C, Command Chronology apr 66D

E Company A (-) (Rein) Combat Operátions After Action Report for
Operation IOWA
1st Antitank Battalion (-) Combat Operations After Action ReportF
for Operation NEVADA

G - 1st Antitank Battalion SITREP #10, Haper
H - Company C Combat Operations After Action Report for Operation HOT SPRINGS
I 1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #19
J - Company A (-) (Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report for

Operation WYOMING
K -Study: Employment of Ontos
L - Study: The Effect of Weather, Terrain and Hydrography on Ontos Operations
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SECRET 

Co '~Of ¥iopies 
ls~t'm ~aliortt 

'CHU LAI,Iwpublicof:Vletnatn 
271200 Apr 1966 

'Oper~t:ton'Order ;01 - 66 

Ref: (a) FIAPS: Indochina and Thailand, Series L 509, Scale 1,:250,000 
, flYB Series L 701, Scale 1:50,000 
(b.) BnO 3b80tl.-J<?perational~Ret)orts) , 

Time Zone: H 

"'H&S :Co( -)-. , 

Co A (- )CRein) 

',.':, ," 

3d Plt, Co A, lst AT En 
2d Plt, Co Bj 1st AT. Bn, ,:, ' 
lst Plt, C() B,' 3d, ,AT Bn 

'.2d PIt, Co B, 3ti'AT:Bn .. 
·Co C' 

1. SITUATION. 

LtCol NOORE 

Capt Stro)ER 

Capt VAN HORN 

-., *., 

. Capt SmmOEDER 

a.Enemy forces. "See A.."1nexJ\'" (I1rtelligence ) JI current '"Ism1S and' PIRs;., \ 

b. ,Friendly forces. 

}l) PJ.l.nex B (Operation Ov~rla:v:) •. ,. .:;.-

'(2) lst'Marine'Division(Rei~) defend,s bas~ facilities' in 
assigned TAOR; defends other installations asdireeted; \ 
conducts unilateral offensive operations within TA~J . 
and executes . offensive operatiorlS "With, RVNAF ·as directed ." 
in RW. 

\ 
\ 

, .. ,,".' .(3) 1st ~in~S/7th Marines maintiU!l·recciimaissanee screens, \, 
conduct unilateral offensive operations, and occupy ,and 
defend their assigned sectors of theTAORj conduct coordiatEld 
offensive operations in Division TAOR as directed; :prepare 
to provide reserve/reaction forces as directed. ' 

(4) ChuLai Defense Connnand defends assigned vitai area 'sector. 

~5) 1st Reconnaissance Battalio~ (..:). conducts unilateral re-
connaissance operations in assigned sectors ets 

\ 
", 
\, 

" 

\ 
\ 
. ~ , 

I, 

\ 

other reconnaissance missions as directed. 'JJJfMW[!fJ~~O[fOfE[u) , 
1 
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SECRET

of copiesCopy
1st Antitank Battalion
CHU LAI, Republic of-Vietnam
271200 Apr 1966

Operation Order 301 - 66

Ref: (a) MAPS: Indochina and Thailand, Series L 509, Scale 1:250,000
AMS Series L 701, Scale 1:50,000

(b) BnO 3480.1 - (Operational Reports)

Fee ANTITANK
BATTALIONI

Time Zone: H

COPY
§ & C LOG NO. 021-66Task Organization:

12
1st Antitank Battalion (-) LtCol MOORE

H&S Co (-) Capt SNYDER

Co A (-)(Rein) Capt VAN HORN

3d Plt, Co A, 1st AT Bn
2d Plt, Co B, 1st AT Bn
1st Plt, Co B, 3d AT Bn
2d Plt, Co B, 3d AT Bn

Capt SCHROEDERCo C

1. SITUATION.

a. Enemy forces. See Annex A (Intelligence), current ISUMB and PIRs.

b. Friendly forces

(1) Annex B (Operation Overlay)

(2) 1st Marine Division (Rein) defends base facilities in

assigned TAOR; defends other installations as directed;
conducts unilateral offensive operations within TAOR;
and executes offensive operations with RVNAF as directed
in RVN.

(3) 1st Marines/7th Marines maintain reconnaissance screens,
conduct unilateral offensive operations, and occupy and
defend their assigned sectors of the TAOR; conduct coordinated
offensive operations in Division TAOR as directed; prepare
to provide reserve/reaction forces as directed.

(4) Chu Lai Defense Command defends assigned vital area sector.

(5) 1st Reconnaissance Battalion (-) conducts unilateral re-
connaissance operations in assigned sectors of RZ, conducts

UNCLASSIFIED

other reconnaissance missions as directed.

1

TAB A

DECLASSIFIED



,/ 

! 
i 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET· 

, (6) 1st Tank Battalion (-) is in general support of 1st 
Marine Division. 

(7) 1st Engineer Battalion (-) is in general support of 1st 
Harine Division. 

(8) ArtillerY' 

(a) 1st Bn(-)(Rein) lith M...1r DS 1st l'JI..arines. 

(b) 3d En 11th Nar DS 7th Marines. 

(c) 4th Bn (-)(Rein)·,llth Mar GS 1st Harine Division. 
. \ 

2. MISSION. First Antitank Battalion (-) provides general support ". 
to the First Marine Division in the defense of the Chu Lai Combat Base, 
and ill unila:l:;eral and combined offensive operations as directed; any- . 
where in RVN. 

3. EXECUTION. 

a e, Concept of Operation. One antitank compailyin direct support 
of each infantry regiment; antitank support to Chu Lai Defense 
Command as required. Deflend'assigned battalion sector~ and 
conduct unilateral patrolling and tactical operations therein; 
provide provisional (strike) forces as directed. See .Annex as 
(Operati9n Overlay). 

b,. I-I&S Co t- ) .. 

(1) :cst~:blish ancl c'l.0fehd ·.~tta1ion cor:mnnd pest., 

(2) Conduct patrolling D.n.d tae"tl.cat. operations as dirt::cted 
~Jithill Batt;D.ion s,"ctor., 

(3) Be prepared to prov:i.de on order, one provisional, (strike) 
, " platoon (reinforced) for tac,tical. employment), ' 

c" Co A (-)(Rein). 

(1) Provide direct support to First Marines. 

(2)' Provide support, as required, to Chu Lai Defense Command. 

d.. Co C. 

(1) Provide direct support to 7th Marines. 

e.. Coordinating. Instructions. 

(1) S.ee Annex C (Rules of Engagement)-G , 

. , .. .... 

'. '. 

~. 

(2) Defense readiness conditions and fL\C V Security conditions. ' 
( ) 

. ..l. __ 
Annex D Alert PosturesjDef'ense • .... \ 1 

'. (3~~ &3e Reft3~eflCa (b). '@~~~~\~~\lli\\~OO~..J 
.~\ 2 ~ ,0. '~r-
"', ' .. '. " \ . ~ .. ~ .. 
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(6) 1st Tank Battalion (-) is in general support of 1st
Marine Division.

(7) 1st Engineer Battalion (-) is in general support of 1st
Marine Division.

(8) Artillery

(a) 1st Bn(-) (Rein) 11th Mar DS 1st Marines.

(b) 3d En 11th Mar DS 7th Marines.

(c) 4th Bn (-) (Rein) 11th Mar GS 1st Marine Division

MISSION. First Antitank Battalion (-) provides general support2.
to the First Marine Division in the defense of the Chu Lai Combat Base,
and in unilateral and combined offensive operations as directed, any-
where in RVN.

3. EXECUTION.

Concept of Operation. One antitank company in direct supporta.
of each infantry regiment; antitank support to Chu Lai Defense
Command as required. Defind- assigned battalion sector, and
conduct unilateral patrolling and tactical operations therein;
provide provisional (strike) forces as directed. See Annex B
Operation Overlay).

b. H&S Co (-).

(1) Establish and defend Battalion command post,

(2) Conduct patrolling and tactical operations as directed
within Battalion sector.

(3) Be prepared to provide on order, one provisional (strike)
platoon (reinforced) for tactical employments

C, Co A (-) (Rein)..

(1) Provide direct support to First Marines.

(2) Provide support, as required, to Chu Lai Defense Command.

d. Co C.

(1) Provide direct support to 7th Marines.

e. Coordinating Instructions

(1) See Annex C (Rules of Engagement).

(2) Defense readiness conditions and MAC V Security conditions.
Annex D (Alert Postures/Defense).

(3) Reports See Reference (b).
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(4) Operations will be conducted so as to minimize non­
combatant casualties and damage to civilian property. 

4. ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Admin;ifltrative Order 301-66 • 

'. ,. COHMA.ND il.ND CONl'-IDNICt-'l. 'IT ON - ELECTRONICS. 

, .. 
"" 

, "'!. 

a. Command Posts. Units report changes when they occur. 

1st AT Bn(-) 
Go A (-)(Rein) 
Co C 

BT 512040 
BT 531089 
BTSJ.i7016 ' 

h. Annex G (Comnnmication .. Electronics). 

ACKNOWLEDGE REGElPI' 
. . 

, . 
\ 

BY GOM1Ar:!!? OF LIEUTENx'\NT~COLONEL MOORE\:I,. 
/</ l ~' , .i \ 

///(~_ I A i.- 'j < I.'~ I .-

1./., ROBERT E. lWffiIS 

ANNEXES: ' 

\ 

'C-Rules of' Engagement' (ts be iSBuecB:): 
," 

I).qAlert Postures/Defense ,(to be issued) 

~IDrnunications-E1ectronics 
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(4) Operations will be conducted so as to minimize non-
combatant casualties and damage to civilian property.

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS. Administrative Order 301-66 .4.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION - ELECTRONICS

a. Command Posts. Units report changes when they occur.

1st AT Bn(-) BT 512040
Co A (-)(Rein) BT 531089

BT 547016Co C

b. Annex G (Communication - Electronics).

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MOORE :

Robus Having
I

ROBERT E. HARRIS

Major U.S. Marine Corps

Executive Officer

ANNEXES:

Intelligence (to be issued)

B-Operations 'Overlay

C-Rules of Engagement (to be issued)

D-Alert Postures/Defense (to be issued)

E-Communications-Electronics

F-Distribution

DISTRIBUTION: Armex F (Distribution)
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, . Copy no. "of copies: 
1st-Antitank Battalion 

, y 

I, .... 

OHU IAI,Republic of Vietnam. 
271200 Apr 1966 

Annex. E (Coml1lu~:lcations-Elect~onics) to Operation Order 301-66 

Ref: (a) DiVO 1>2000 .. 1 
(b) DivO 02000,2 
(c) DivO 2302.,1 
(d) BnO P2000,,2 

Time Zone: H , , 
• 'j •• -, 

1. ~ITUATION. , r"', ~ • ...!.o: .' '.~ ,. . ~ .. 

') ,_ ?O. Enenw, forces. ' 
:" ~ . 

'(i) See Annex B '( Intelligenc~) to' Op~ration ~der 301-66. 
t, ~. , 

(2) The enemy has employed and will co~tint1e to, employ, 
monitoring, imitative deception and make-shift j"amming~ 

(J) The enemy will continuetb harrass communications 
systems by destrOying communication facilities and 
disrupting 'metallic lines. . ,,', 

b. Friendly forces. 

(1) See Operation Orde~ 301-66. ' 
... -
", ,,(2) ~Gommar.idposts. ' 

1st AT Bn 
, Co A' 1st AT Bn 

Co 0 lstAT Bn 

ViCinity of Grid coordinate BT ,12040 
'Vicinity ,of Grid ooordlllate m 5:31089 
Vicinityo.f~'Grid, coordinate Bl' 547016 

,-.:;' 2.. MISSION.; ,Communication, elements plan tor and ins:ball" operate 
,\q:nq'!l)ai,l;'l~a:th. con,ti:quous and :x:e1iable communications, systems to support 
lst,!Antitank,Battalion (-) concepts of ' ,operations. 

3~ EXECurION. 
" . 

a¢, ~oncept of'Operations~ See basic order andAnn~x B (Operation 
'overlay ),., • 

b. Communication-E'lectronic Concepts,! 

(1) To provide communicationsuwor~ to gr~u~d. or amphip;ious 
., .; " operations. 

:1 
I 

~~~,,;:;! --
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Copy no. of copies
1st Antitank Battalion
CHU IAI,Republic of Vietnam
271200 Apr 1966

Annex E (Communications-Electronics) to Operation Order 301-66

(a) Divo P2000.1Ref:
(b) DivO 02000.2
(c) DivO 2302.1
(d) BnO P2000.,2

Time Zone: H

1. SITUATION.

Enemy forces.a.

(1) See Annex B (Intelligence) to Operation Order 301-66.

(2) The enemy has employed and will continue to employ,
monitoring, imitative deception and make-shift jamming.

(3) The enemy will continue to harrass communications
systems by destroying communication facilities and
disrupting metallic lines.

b. Friendly forces.

(1) See Operation Order 301-66.

(2) Command posts.

Vicinity of Grid coordinate BT 5120401st AT Bn
Vicinity of Grid coordinate BT 531089Co A 1st AT Bn
Vicinity of Grid coordinate BT 547016Co C 1st AT Bn

2. MISSION. Communication elements plan for and install, operate
and maintain continuous and reliable communications systems to support
1st Antitank Battalion (-) concepts of operations.

3a EXECUTION.

as Concept of Operations. See basic order and Annex B (Operation
Overlay).

b. Communication-Electronic Concepts.

(1) TO provide communication support to ground or amphibious
operations.

UNCLASSIFIED
E-1
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(2) Communication ... electronic svstems are installed with .. 
semi-fixed facilities. Wire is the primary means of 
communications-reinforced by radio, messenger and 
visual meanso The fa~ilities systems include: 

(a) Battalion Communication Center. 

(b) Battalion Telephone System. 

(c) Battalion circuits. 

(d) Visual system.See reference (a;). 

c. Communication Platoon, 1st Antitank Battalion., 

(1) Install~ operate and maintain in accordance-with reference 
(a), (b) and (d) the follovnng systems and facilities. 

(a) Battalion Cmmrnunication Center. 

(b) Battalion,;? e1ephone System. 

(c) Battalion Circuits o 

(2) Establish systems ~d procedures to restore systems 'and 
to maintain circuit quality. 

d. Coordinating instructions. 

(1) Communication procedures in accordance with references 
(a), (b), (d) and effective ACP's JANAP's, III MAF and 
USMACV directives • 

. (2) Companies coordinate 1.Jith units supported for tlet:llled 
instructions concerning Communications. 

(3) Trouble shooting teams will coordinate with the Headquarters 
Connnandant before leaving the area and nrust be constantly 
on tne alert to preyent equipment and personnel damage 
due 1:,0 mines; booby-traps and ambushes. 

(4) Battalion will provide low level cryptographic support 
(operational, numerical and recognition codes and 
authentication tables) during operations~ 

(5) Rad'i.o Frequencies. See Appendix 1 (Radio Frequencies). 

ho ADMINISTRATION' AND LOGISTICS. -
a o See Administrative Order 301-66. 

,\. 
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(2) Communication-electronic systems are installed with
semi-fixed facilities. Wire is the primary means of
communications.reinforced by radio, messenger and
visual means. The facilities systems include:

(a) Battalion Communication Center.

(b) Battalion Telephone System.

(c) Battalion circuits.

(d) Visual system.See reference (a).

Communication Platoon, 1st Antitank Battalion.C.

(1) Install, operate and maintain in accordance with reference
(a), (b) and (d) the following systems and facilities.

(a) Battalion Communication Center.

(b) Battalion Telephone System.

(c) Battalion Circuits.

(2) Establish systems and procedures to restore systems and
to maintain circuit quality.

d. Coordinating instructions.

(1) Communication procedures in accordance with references
(a), (b), (d) and effective ACP's JANAP's, III MAF and
USMACV directives.

(2) Companies coordinate with units supported for detailed
instructions concerning Communications.

(3) Trouble shooting teams will coordinate with the Headquarters
Commandant before leaving the area and must be constantly
on the alert to prevent equipment and personnel damage
due to mines, booby-traps and ambushes.

(4) Battalion will provide low level cryptographic support
(operational, númerical and recognition codes and
authentication tables) during operations.

(5) Radio Frequencies. See Appendix 1 (Radio Frequencies).

40 ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

a. See Administrative Order 301-66.
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b.. Maintenance. Every effort will be tnken to maintain 
equipment off deadline and ready for immediate use. 
1st echelon maintenance must be done properly. 

(1) .til deadline equipment will be brought to the Battalion 
Radio R8pair Shop. 

(2) Floa~ items will be ulitized whenever possible. 

(3) FLSG~B provides direct support during tactical operations. 

BY COMMAND OF LmUTENANT COLONEL MOORE: 

/~~ ,.,-t" .. 
R. E. H1\RR.IS 

Major, U. S. Marine Corps 

Executive Officer 

APPErIDIX: 

I-Radio Frequencies 

DISTRIBurION: Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66 
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b. Maintenance. Every effort will be taken to maintain
equipment off deadline and ready for immediate use.
1st echelon maintenance must be done properly.

(1) All deadline equipment will be brought to the Battalion
Radio Repair Shop.

(2) Float items will be ulitized whenever possible.

(3) FLSG-B provides direct support during tactical operations.

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MOORE:

R. E. HARRIS

Major, U. S. Marine Corps

Executive Officer

APPENDIX:

1-Radio Frequencies

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution ) to Operation Order 301-66

UNCLASSIFIED
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Cop,y no. o£ cOP1~$ 
1st Antitmik :9attalion 
CHU EAI, Re'fUblic of' Vietnam 
271200 it::-!:, 1966 

Appendix 1 (Radio Frequencies) to Annex E (Communication-Electronics) 
to Operational Order 301-66 

Re£: DivO 0200,,1 

Time Zone: H 

1. Radio Frequencies for 1st Antitank Battalion. 

a. Battalion Headquarters. 

(1) Bllt,ta.1ion Command Net 

(2) J3Ilttalion Tactical Net; 

b~ CO!rIpany A. 

(1) Co A Command Net 

(2) 1st Pl(;toon 

(3) 2nd PJatoon 

(4) 3d Platoon 

c. Company B.. 

(1) 2nd Phitoon 

d. Company C. 

(1) Co C Command : Net, 

(2) 1st Platoon 

(3) 2nd Platoon 

(4) Jrd PJa.toon 

26..-8MC 

24~8MC 

200 3MC 

26,,6MC 

25.6MC 

22 .. 2MC 

23.0NC 

23.8I1C 

2S.4MC 

20.0MC 

22 ... 8MC 

M 292 

M 280 

M 257 

M 290 

M 285 

M 265 

M271 

H 275 

N 284 

M 254 

M270 

BY COMMAND OF LlEUTENliNT COLONEL MOORE: 
/~~~' 

~. r~ HARRIS ' 

Major, U. S. }brine Corps 

Executive Of£icer 
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SECRET. 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

". 

\ 
'. , 

", 

\ 
\, 

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

Copy no. of copies
1st Antitank Battalion
CHU LAI, Republic of Vietnam
271200 Ange 1966

Appendix 1 (Radio Frequencies) to Annex E (Communication-Electronics)
to Operational Order 301-66

Ref: DivO 0200.1

Time Zone: H

1. Radio Frequencies for 1st Antitank Battalion.

a. Battalion Headquarters.

(1) Battation Command Net 26.8MC M 292

(2) Battalion Tactical Net 24.8MC M 280

b. Company A.

(1) Co A Comand Net M 25720.3MC

(2) 1st Platoon 26,6MC M 290

(3) 2nd Platoon 25.6MC M 285

(4) 3d Platoon M 26522.2MC

C. Company B.

(1) 2nd Platoon 23.0MC M 271

d. Company C.

(1) Co C Command Net 23.8MC M 275

(2) 1st Platoon M 28425.4MC

(3) 2nd Platoon M 25420.0MC

(4) 3rd Platoon 22.8MC M 270

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MOORE:

GellawR. E. HARRIS

Major, U. S. Marine Corps
Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66
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Copy no. of copies 
1st AntitanK Battalioij 
Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam 
271200 Apr 1966 

Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66 

Ref: None. 

Time Zone: H 

Organization Number of 0012ie5 

GG, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FHF (2) 

CO, Chu 10i Defense Co~~d (1) 

GO, 1st Marine Regiment (1) 

CO, 5th }'[arine Regiment (I) 

GO, 7th Marine Regiment (1) 

CO, Company A, 1st AT Bn (1) 

CO , Company B, 1st AT Bn (1) 

CO, Company C, 1st AT Bn (1) 

BY COHMAND OF LIEUTENAlI)T COLONEL ~100RE: 

~~. ~. ~~T~ ~ e·,,"" 
/ R. E. HARRIS 

~'[ajor, U. S. Marine Corps 

Executive Officer 

!2.!.~BUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66 

F-l , 
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copiesofCopy no.
1st Antitank Battalion
Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam
271200 Apr 1966

Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66

Ref: None.

Time Zone: H

Number of CopiesOrganization

(2)CG, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

(1)CO, Chu Lai Defense Command

(1)CO, 1st Marine Regiment

(1)CO, 5th Marine Regiment

(1)CO, 7th Marine Regiment

(1)CO, Company A, 1st AT Bn

(1)CO, Company B, 1st AT Bn

(1)CO, Company C, 1st AT Bn

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MOORE:

Gettain
R. E. HARRIS

Major, U. S. Marine Corps

Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

From: 
To: 

Subj: 

HEADQUARTERS 
1st Antitank Battalion 

1st Marine Division (Rein), F~W 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion 
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FI~ 

SITREP 1 for period O,OOOlH to 052400H 

1. UNIT OPERATIONS 

3:AJE:bey 
S Apr 1966 

a. Company A - Two platoons DS Chu Lai Defense Cornmand. One platoon 
DS 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines. 

b. Company C - DS 7th Marines. 

2. TOTAL CASUALTIES 

a. Friend~y - none. 

b. Enemy - none. 

c. Captured Equipment - none. 

3. ARTILLERY BOXSCORE 

Type ~veapon No. of I"Iissions Unit Supported 

None 

4. RECAP OF OPERATIONS 

a. Battalion Headquarters: CP location BT 548047; FOr1.;ard CP location 
BT 512040. 

b. H&S Company conducted limited tec~mcal inspections of all Ontos 
to participate in Operation IOHA. 

c. Company A - CP location BT 531089. Company Headquarters (C.O. 
Capt G. R. VfillHORN) arrived Chu Lai this date two platoonsDS Chu Lai 
D~fense Command manning positions as follows: 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3:AJE:bey
5 Apr 1966

From: Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion

Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subj: SITREP 1 for period 050001H to 052400H

1. UNIT O OPERATIONS

a. Company A - Two platoons DS Chu Lai Defense Command. One platoon
DS 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines.

b. Company C - DS 7th Marines.

2. TOTAL CASUALTIES

a. Friendly - none.

b. Enemy - none.

C. Captured Equipment - none.

3. ARTILLERY BOXSCORE

Unit SupportedNo. of MissionsType Weapon

None

4. RECAP OF OPERATIONS

a. Battalion Headquarters: CP location BT 548047; Forward CP location
BT 512040.

b. H&S Company conducted limited technical inspections of all Ontos
to participate in Operation IOWA.

C. Company A - CP location BT 531089. Company Headquarters (C.O.
Capt G. R. VANHORN) arrived Chu Lai this date two platoons DS Chu Lai
Defense Command manning positions as follows:

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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One light section at BT 529079; One heavy section at BT 528111; One 
light section at BT 524091; One platoon DS 2/4 at BT L68068 (Hill 69). 

d. Company C - CF location BT 547016. One light section in support 
of B - 1/7 at BT 605995; One heavy section in support of 0 - 1/7 BS 588961; 
One heavy section in support of F - 2/7 at BT 495036; One light section 
in support of 2/7 OF at BT 504030; One light section in support of L - 3/7 
at BS 549996. 

5. CONTACT REPORT. None. 

6. RECAP OF BATTALION pums 

a. First Antitank Battalion will support the First Harines in Operation 
IO~JA with one antitank company (Co.A) in direct support. The concept of 
operation contemplates using Ontos in 'a 2000 yard bloc:dng position on the 
first day, and in direct support of search and destroy sweeps the second 
day. During the next 24 hour period, the Compan;r Commander \vill conduct 
an aerial reconnaissance of the objective area. Members of the Battalion 
Staff "rill assist the Company Commander in coordination and planning for 
the operation. The H&S Company will continue LTl's and refurbishing of 
platoons to participate in operation lOlITA. During the next 24 hour 
period, the Company will remain DS to 1st Harines and Chu Lai Defense Command. 

b. Company C, First Antitank Battalion ",ill continue in direct support 
of the 7th Marines. Command of Co. C will change hands during the next 
24 hour period. Capt. J .W. SCHROEDER "rill assume command from Capt. W.F. 
SNYDER, who will be reassigned as H&S Co. Commander. The incoming Company 
Commander will participate with one AT platoon Commander in a 3/7 foot 
route reconnaissance patrol on the North side of the Tra Bong river from. 
Route One West to vertical grid line 58, in preparation for future 3/7 
operations in that area. 

c. On 6 March 1966, the Battalion Commander will confer with 7th 
Marines relative to Ontos employment in a future 7th Harines operation 
and continue assisting the 1st Marines in their planning and coordination 
of Antitank Battalion support for Operation IOWA. 

t,yALTER l''IQORE 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

One light section at BT 529079; One heavy section at BT 528111; One
light section at BT 524091; One platoon DS 2/4 at BT 468068 (Hill 69).

d. Company C - CP location BT 547016. One light section in support
of B - 1/7 at BT 605995; One heavy section in support of C - 1/7 BS 588981;
One heavy section in support of F - 2/7 at BT 495036; One light section
in support of 2/7 CP at BT 504030; One light section in support of L - 3/7
at BS 549996.

5. CONTACT REPORT. None.

6. RECAP OF BATTALION PLANS

a. First Antitank Battalion will support the First Marines in Operation
IOWA with one antitank company (Co.A) in direct support. The concept of
operation contemplates using Ontos in a 2000 yard blocking position on the
first day, and in direct support of search and destroy sweeps the second
day. During the next 24 hour period, the Company Commander will conduct
an aerial reconnaissance of the objective area. Members of the Battalion
Staff will assist the Company Commander in coordination and planning for
the operation. The H&S Company will continue LTI's and refurbishing of
platoons to participate in operation IOWA. During the next 24 hour

period, the Company will remain DS to 1st Marines and Chu Lai Defense Command.

b. Company C, First Antitank Battalion will continue in direct support
of the 7th Marines. Command of Co. C will change hands during the next
24 hour period. Capt. J.W. SCHROEDER will assume command from Capt. W.F.
SNYDER, who will be reassigned as H&S Co. Commander. The incoming Company
Commander will participate with one AT platoon Commander in a 3/7 foot
route reconnaissance patrol on the North side of the Tra Bong river from
Route One West to vertical grid line 58, in preparation for future 3/7
operations in that area.

C. On 6 March 1966, the Battalion Commander will confer with 7th
Marines relative to Ontos employment in a future 7th Marines operation
and continue assisting the 1st Marines in their planning and coordination
of Antitank Battalion support for Operation IOWA

WALTER MOORE
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COMPANY A
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Narine Division (Bein), FMP
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

JOC: jee
3500
2 May 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commending Officer, 1st Antitank Battelion

Co

Subji Command Chronology

Ref: (a) 200 3480.1

Enel: (2) Geoward Chrenology

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (1) is submitted.

G. R. VANHOM

TAB C

DECLASSIFIED
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llt 34taUn.lLX'e&. _.iaall7 jo1Md .f.:rQa Cd, ;4~fBn l.t, 2nd 
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~. 

Jo1.nad :CZCIIl liAICo 2/5, 2Ildplt. COl. lst,l.!Bn. 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. Organization Data, including attachments,

a. At the beginning of the reporting period the company was located
at Cha Lai, Viet Mam. At that time the company was composed of Company
Headquarters and three Onton platoons. On 14A pr66 joined the 2nd plateon,
CoB, 1st Antitenkin from 2nd Battulion, 5th Marines. No attachments.

b. Perford Covered: - 5Apr-30Apr66

O. Name/Bank of Commanding Officer: - Captain G. R. V INTORN

d. Average monthly strength during period:

N VYDOMO
Officers 04

100Enlisted 1

2. Sequential listing of significent events as they related to:

Personnel: the personnel situation remained the same during thea.
reporting period.

b. Operation: the company participated in operations "IOWA" period
of 8-9Apr66 and operation "WYOMING" period of 26-30Apr66.

DETAIL CHRONULOGY

5Apr66 Company handquarters arrived Ctru La1 and moved into Company
B, 3daTEn area. Physically joined from CoB, 3d.Tin 1st, 2nd
and 3rd platoons.

8Apr66 Company headquarters with 2nd and 3rd platocas participated
in operation "ICWA" 1st platoon in D/S of Chu Lai Defense
Command.

Joined from HASCo 2/5, 2ndplt, CoB, 1st.TBn.14Apr66

20A pr 66 YC attack by fire with MC and 57MM a position manned by 2ndplt
Cos, lataTEn. In defense of the plateon's positions ITC CRAIG
and PFC HERE NDEZ were wounded. PFC CHA IG received gunshet
wound. PFC HERGANDEZ received shell frag wound.

26kpr66 Company headquirters and the 1st, 2nd 4 4th platoons partici-
pated in operation "WYOMING", 3rd platoon in D/S of Chu Laipate
Defense Command.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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COMPANY "C"
lst Antitank Battalien

1st Marine Division (Rein), FHF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

JWS/rdb
3480
3 May 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commending Officer, 1st Antitank Battalien (Attn: S-3)

Subj, Command Chrenology

Ref: (a) Ino 3480.1

Encl: (1) Command Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a) enclosure (1) is
submitted.

J. is. SCHROEDER

TAB D
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

11 Organizational Data

Locations

ET 547016(1) Company Headquarters

BY 584016(2) 1st Plateon

(3) 2nd Plateen RT 509028

BS 542996(4) 3rd Plateen

s. Period covered by repert is 1 April 1966 through 30 April 1966.

c. Demmanding Officer is J. W. SCHROEDER, Capt.

L. L. SANDERSON, letigt1st Sergeant

Platoon Commander 1stPlt H. T. SCHMIT, letit

Plation Commander 2ndPlt H. J. CORNOLLY, latLt

Plateen Commander 3rdPlt D. R. WEST, latit

d. Commander's Narrative of Significant Events.

6Apr66, Captain J. W. SCHROEDER, 060193/1802 USMCR assumed command
of Company "0", lat Antitank Mittalion.

12 Apr66: Company "gn (-) (Rein) with four entes from Company "A" moved to
the field with the 7th Marine Regiment on Operation "Nevada" and on 15Apr66
returned from operation "NEVADA".

17Aps661presented three Purple Hearts to:

Lance Corporal STEMPSKI, N. R. 1993316

Lance Corporal STOUT, D. E. 2108658

Private First Class VETRO, J. A. Jr. 2144426

20Apr66, Con pany Headquarters departed on Operation "Eat Springs".

22Apr66; Company Headquarters returned from Operation "Hat Springs".

25Apx66; 2nd Platton participated in a parade at Quang Nga, in
addtien two mon were awarded Purple Hearts by the Battalien Commander
they were Sergeant BIGGS and LEgis Corporal MULLINS.

Detailed Description of Significant Events see after action report
from Operation "Nevada" and "Hot Springs" also see daily sitrops.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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COMPANY A 
1st Antitank Battalion 

-. seOM .l.3EiJ~':'7 
;. 

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

GRV:joc 
3500 
13 April 1966 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion 

Subj: After Operations Report; Submission of 

Ref: (a) BnO 3500.lA 

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is hereby 
submitted. 

a. N/A 

b. Name or nickname of operation, location, inclusive dates. 
Ky Chang Village, ~ Tin District, Quang Tin Province, Operation IOWA, 
vicinity Hill S4 to Ong Bo Bridge, 0806QOH to 091030H April 1966. 

c. Identification of the command requiring the operation. RLT-l. 

d. Units conducting the operation, major supporting units. 

1st Marines (-) 
2nd Battalion, 4th Marines 
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines 
GoA, 1st AT Bn (-) 
1st Battalion (-)(Rein) 11th Marines 

MAG 12 
MAG 36 
NGF Support Unit 
1st Engineer Bn (-) 
1st Shore Party Bn (-) 

e. Type and duration of combat condition in the operation. This 
was a sweep and destroy mission during the full period of the operation. 

f. Number and type of major items of equipment employment in the 
operation. 

15 I>1.50Al Ontos 
1 MRG 36 Radio Jeep 
3 M37 3/4 Ton Truck 

1 M422 Highty Mite 
1 M62 Wrecker 
1 MI07 Water Trailer 

g. Anmmni tion/ ordnance expended. n"me. 

h. Scope of aggressor participation. Suspected VC 

TAtS 
DECLASSIFIED 

-
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CONFIDENT COMPANY A
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

GRV:joc
3500
13 April 1966

From: Commanding Officer

Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank BattalionTo:

Subj: After Operations Report; Submission of

(a) BnO 3500.1ARef:

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is hereby
submitted.

a. N/A

b. Name of nickname of operation, location, inclusive dates.
Ky Chang Village, Ly Tin District, Quang Tin Province, Operation IOWA,

vicinity Hill 54 to Ong Bo Bridge, 080600H to 091030H April 1966.

C. Identification of the command requiring the operation. RLT-1.

d. Units conducting the operation, major supporting units.

1st Marines (-) MAG 12
2nd Battalion, 4th Marines MAG 36
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines NGF Support Unit
CoA, 1st AT Bn (-) 1st Engineer Bn (-)
1st Battalion (-) (Rein) 11th Marines 1st Shore Party Bn (-)

e. Type and duration of combat condition in the operation. This
was a sweep and destroy mission during the full period of the operation.

f. Number and type of major items of equipment employment in the
operation.

15 M50A1 Ontos 1 M422 Mighty Mite
l MRC 36 Radio Jeep l M62 Wrecker
3 M37 3/4 Ton Truck 1 M107 Water Trailer

g. Ammunition/ordnance expended. None.

h. Scope of aggressor participation. Suspected VC

UNC!
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GRV:joc 
3500 

(1) CoA, 1st AT Bn was in D/S of the 1st Marine Regiment. At 
030580 CoA escorted the 1st Marine motor convoy to Hill #54 at BT 
"397145. 2'11d pIt of CoA and 2nd pIt of CoC were placed in Dis of Foxtrot 
2/4 with the 3rd pIt CoA in D/S of Echo Co 2/4. At 081500 Echo Co 
pulled back to Hill 54 and 3/1 took up their position. At 081830;3/1 
was pulled out of the operation and the 3rd pIt was placed in general 
support of the Regt and were integrated into the defense of the CPo 
During the night the situation remained static and at 090700 2/4 
jumped off from their position on Hill 54 to sweep in a southeasterly 
direction parallel to Highway #1. 2nd pIt was in direct support of 
Foxtrot Co the leading element with the 3rd plt and a heavy section 
from 2nd pIt CoC in D/S of Echo Co in trace. The light section of 
2nd pIt CoG was part of CoA motorized convoy escort. The operation 
secured at 091000 at the Ong Bo Bridge. This was the 1st time in 
the history of the AT En that a company vras utilized as a company in a 
combat situation 

G. R. VANHORN 

Copy to: 
CO, 1st Marines 

2 
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GRV:joc
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j. Narrative Summary

(1) CoA, 1st AT Bn was in D/S of the 1st Marine Regiment. At
030580 CoA escorted the 1st Marine motor convoy to Hill #54 at BT
397145. 2nd plt of CoA and 2nd plt of CoC were placed in D/S of Foxtrot
2/4 with the 3rd plt CoA in D/S of Echo Co 2/4. At 081500 Echo Co
pulled back to Hill 54 and 3/1 took up their position. At 08183033/1
was pulled out of the operation and the 3rd plt was placed in general
support of the Regt and were integrated into the defense of the CP.
During the night the situation remained static and at 090700 2/4
jumped off from their position on Hill 54 to sweep in a southeasterly
direction parallel to Highway #1. 2nd plt was in direct support of
Foxtrot Co the leading element with the 3rd plt and a heavy section
from 2nd plt CoC in D/S of Echo Co in trace. The light section of
2nd plt CoC was part of CoA motorized convoy escort. The operation
secured at 091000 at the Ong Bo Bridge. This was the 1st time in
the history of the AT Bn that a company was utilized as a company in a
combat situation

G. R. VANHORN

Copy to:

CO, 1st Marines
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HEii.DQUJ..R'rffiS 

1st Ant:i.tm};: E:"ri:.tB:15.c.r, 
; . 
; 

lst nartr.e Division U~ei)l) Fin:.' . 
FPO S~n F'l'anciseo, Cal~fort,ia9(\602 

.; 3:AJE:tjs 
'::5S1O·. 

,,: C,"" "25 Apr 1966 

. ! .' ' 

.,. ... 
,~ ,"'":" 

From: Commanding Officer . 
To: .Cc~mancling· Officer, ,7th !1ar-inG Regiment .' 

. . ."... . . . -~ :' J. 

,~ : 

Subj :':'C~~ba-t;; Opel~~tidn~·'-Af:ter~·Ac.tiOi:l. I~Fof·t.:! .. operation 'INEVADAn 
. . . ...,' . - ., .•. ', • " . .' .. ,... • i :,. " .' .. ,<.... .. ,",: 

Ref: (a) DivO 3100 QIB 
• l' ," 

•••••• + 

OperaJ~iyp NEVlill~c (S~aTC~1"ahd'~estroy:Operation)~' 
,-.': 

2.',·p~~e. oi'Ope'rati9h:~~" ~}2070CH - 'J})~200}f ;1Ipr9,~··.: -.. ::.:'." ~':~',." 

4. Control or COl1lJnand Ee,'dquarti;f~'; , '7tli Maritle'RegiinentJColonelEo H. 
~~,:.<""" .," , .. ~ 

s~ :T.ask Orga:liz.a:ti~n • ....,--:,......-- .... ,. ..... -,., .-. 
c', ~",r C:· (" ) .; ~ '·A,;,~B· .~.,' 

. ... . -
,,\1. ,,<-, : ' : .t~' 

. u ~ . .;l.. - ~ .i.~:9" .L:~~~t:; ... 
. .' " '. C0 Headqual'tcl's 

. )st P;1?-toon ·{';)O~~in}; Co, C 

"2nd,.;Pl.'3.tQQn"Go~p. ,,' .". 

,~. .: 
.: ><'- ',':" 

,)-

',. :"';, 

. '. { . ( . 

'lstLt H~T.· SCillfJ.I'tf ';., .. ' 
lstttJf~.J~ ,CONl'IOj,LY ..•.. ' 

".," i. "'.' ..•. , 

6 t': ~uEPori}ing For.{;e~ Q,1.J.~et~c]:m.ent ...•.. c;f .. C Corr.pa.r~-.,:lst B.ngiliee:!:,s,; . Fon~ard 
Ob.,ser'yo:t;', .4thBn, l;l.th r1ari,n~s,;. )d]l?;t.oon E-:.2/7. '. ":"~" .-:.;".:_'~::,.:" .•. ; 
, '.- , " .. , .. . " . ',' - "~. '", ~. " .,.. , ., ,'.., . . : . ";" ,'. ' .:~ 

" i 

7. I:r:rt~llil!.eY)c~~: 'Sr:8 7th Mq!-il'led::I8Ul-l'3 pei':taining to 'Operation.NEVAD.A~ 
;-. ~--~-. --, .. ~'.:".- . . '. -. " . '; .. ",-,.:.' ... " :.; ,'~ ;.::".::..,:> ::.' 

8.concepi or 'Op~~ati';~s: Tile Comtr~~d:1.i1~ Ofiicer6f theIst Abiitank . 
Battalionciir':)cted yompaI1Y c. t,o pro\?'ida,tiirect. support tp the .. 7th l1nrine 
'Regim~rrtd .co CO'mf~~~ tt ; . ·:,recei\red. verbal.9rders' a:t' l109DpH;:"i.l\;:t approximatelY 
IllJ..Qon· Cotll~xiW p'! re,c~~~~"'red ·i ts ~J.,e~t·. a.nd Pi"'~"ptt:tations for ol-le:tatio~ ,-" 
NEVADA began.., Initial: ·lli.iigru)1entS·de.teJ.le'd'one·piatooriof Orito13tb~sco:r't 
3/~:lto. Nui Vd '~d':~nepi3;'~:Q9nf')fOrlt:()S' tbescortthe Regirit~r'ltn:t He9dquat'ters 
a.nd Landing'Support Con'l1oy"to Qinng lfgaL' Arter the ini t:i:aldestitln.tiori,' 
was re.3chedfurther assignments of Ontc;s units wouJ.d"be' directed tromthe 
7th'Harine HQ. 

" ;·,t,," 

'.' . :.:,,9.,· i·lfJcecut:i:Ql). 
"'~~-"--".' 

... :" .: \ -
0.5 :~t, ~l2060S; "';f;bci ·C,?mp~~<Headquart.ersand 2nd Platoon departed 

;the ehu· ~~i ;C~t Dash'; '~Ar;'07tf2 .'t.."le ?Ollvoyre~Gi:l fhl 170 .rind 3/11. oot~ 

& osia EP .: 
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CONFIDENTIA

HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion

Ist Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3:AJE:tjs
017-66 5510

57.57
25 Apr 1966

of
1st AntiTank Bn.
s & C Files

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 7th Marine RegimentTo:

Subj: Combat Operations After-Action Report: Operation "NEVADA"

(a) DivO 3100. LBRef:

1. Code Name. Operation NEVADA (Search and Destroy Operation).

2. Date of Operation. 12070CH - 181200H Apr66

3. Location. Quang Ngai Province RVN, Map Sheets 6756 I and IV

Control or Command Heedquarters. 7th Marine Regiment, Colonel E. H.4.
HAFFEY.

5. Task Organization.

Company C, (-) 1st ATTEN Capt. J.W. SCHROEDER
Co Headquarters

1st Platoon (-) (Rein), Co C 1stLt H.T. SCHMITT
1stit H.J. CONNOLLY2nd Platoon, Co. C

Sc Supporting Forces. Detachment of C Company, 1st Engineers; Forward
Observer, 4thBn, 11th Marines; 3d Platoon E-2/7.

7. Intelligence: See 7th Marined ISUM's pertaining to Operation NEVADA.

8. Concept of Operations: The Commending Officer of the 1st Antitank
Battalion directed Company C to provide direct support to the 7th Marine

Regimenta CO Company a received verbal orders at 110900H. At approximately
111100H Company C received its alert and preparations for operation
NEVADA began. Initial assignments detailed one platoon of Ontos to escort
3/11 to Nui Vd and one platoon of Ontos to escort the Regimental Headquarters
and Landing Support Convoy to Quang Ngai. After the initial destination
was reached further assignments of Ontos units would be directed from the
7th Marine HQ.

9. Execution.

a. D-Day.

(1) At 120605, the Company Headquarters and 2nd Platoon departed
the Chu Lai Combat Bases A'c 0702 the convoy reacted Nui Vo and 3/11 set in.

UNCLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTli\L' I. 1,-:··, 
5510 
25 Apr 1966 

, , 

The Ontos platoon set up secutity po~itions'arop.nd:;the artillery positions. 
At 12 10 3 QH, a/light section bf th3secondplntQohvr5.th;a sec'l'!I'i~y ele~ent 
'ofcompanY,~adqua:r·ters conduch;d an Q70:tland reconi.1aJ.ssance~;Jj BS63J 837 
for possi'ble,link-up Hith the hele. li~ted clement-so It 'VTaS noted that 
AR1tJfpersonnel carriers had been t,hrQugh the area somo months earlier, 
that the road going to the units was wide enough and thnt the surrounding 
rice paddies were basically dry .. .ma]~ing by-passe::> :.'tJadily obailable if 
needed. 

(2) At 120700, the 1st platoon".with five'on'tos departecithe Ghu 
Lai Combat 13as~ escorting the 7t.h Marine I{eadqua:rters and the Landing, 
Support Area-,ehicl;es • The convoy arrived at the Quang 11gni area ap" 
proximately 1208]0 wi thOlit :i.ncj~;vnt. 

(],) it helicopter reconnaissance of a,route to 2/7 pbSitio~s was ,,' 
conducted at 121700H. It was noted that many de~p.9wid.e ditches:; ~alls\" 
and other tracked vehicle obst::cles h£ld OOEJ1, q.qflstnotted . 'alone .,i:...he ..-pr()'flosed 
route from' BS650841 to Bs687845.' It was' 3J.so notcdihat the _illiVN • ,', .' 
personnel carriers h<J,d stopped tLeir advance ~at'BS664842" if:lwever, it was 
felt t.hat,J-ith soine 11ridgirig m:o,teria1 Cl,nd engineer support therotlte ," 
could be travenlE!dby by-passing and bridgiI1g. 

• .. ."- 1';; " • ._~ '. • .... _., ..: _, _. _. ... ....... 

b~ D plus 1. Company 'c (tvro platoons) with 3d platoon E-2/7;' a 
detrichment~Co Engineers and a i'cl:\mrd ®serv-er from 2/7 departed 
13103mL~he 1ink"up force dBparted the l'lSR at BS628837~ondproceec4n:"l: 
east. ,,' At 13i410H the 1st p1&toon 1-ras dete-,ched to escort approximql"ely 
30 reftigee~to' the MSR and rtJturn to the 7t~ Hm:'ine CP -for further' 
assignment. At 1610 the link-up vras effected '!Iii th 2/7 and resupply end 
rcfuehng "-!D,S conducted 'Hit.h helicopters." At l32000H thEi 2nd platoon 
tIM attached t6 217 for, operations and the 1st . platoon was placed in 
direct support of 3/11 for security.of that unit fS firing posftiol1P. .. 

c. D plus 2.' The2nd,plato<?Il mov~4'outwit!l one se~tion in support 
of H Company and one hemry'section inSUljpart of 0 Company. At'140915H" 
after: the' Onto;:> ha:d pass(;id the c~ point of the blmm bridges at" 
BS695845,the Ontos were detached from 2/7 and dirGctod to return to 
the 7th r,larinB CP because oi:anticipat8d he10 lift of 2/7. . , ... .' .' , 

," d. D Plus J; ,Tb the completion oi_th~ opGraLon,one piato~n of, 
Ontcsr;;mained jn ,clirect support of 'J/ll anc1. one platoon provided additional 

", securityfo:r tho 7thJ1~in?CP.'TheCompa.ny He::tdquarters anrltne 1st, 
• 'Platoon secured from operation ,NEVADA L~n or.der at- -lfil2:t5:a..:,!, 

The Ontos E;scorted convoys hack tPthe Chu, Lm:.Combat Bqse as they were, 
sccured 'frc'lin~he ·opera..tion •• ,;' ,"'~.. " 

10.. Adm:inistrative Matters 

" 

\ 
\ 

\ 

a.. 3uppltes: 
more experiencec1 c 

Logj.st.j (;,'1,1 Support Al:ea "as at Quang Nga:i~'<'" No difficulties 

. . .::. .~, ~., 

b. , Maint'S'mance: 1st aod, 2n\i echelon maintenance comm()n~ Ordnance, 
~T~'" :t~a:nS'pcr1t-" .irid 'Onto!3 "Tero t:i~lf co'rrta:iried." No difficulties· were 

experienced., ; ',,, 
~,;:;;;,~,."j,,~~ 2 , -
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The Ontos platoon set up security positions around the artillery positions.
At 121030H a light section of the second platoon with a security element
of company headquarters conducted an overland reconnaissance 36 BS635837
for possible, link-up with the held lifted elements. It was noted that
ARVN personnel carriers had been through the area some months earlier,
that the road going to the units was wide enough and that the surrounding
rice paddies were basically dry, making by-passes readily abailable if
needed.

(2) At 120700, the 1st platoon with five ontos departed the Chu
Lai Combat Base escorting the 7th Marine Headquarters and the Landing
Support Area ehicles. The convoy arrived at the Quang Ngai area ap-
proximately 120830 without incident.

(3) A helicopter reconnaissance of a route to 2/7 positions was
conducted at 121700H. It was noted that many deep, wide ditches, walls
and other tracked vehicle obstacles had been constructed along the ~proposed
route from BS650841 to BS687845. It was also noted that the ARVN
personnel carriers had stopped their advance at BS664842, However, it was
felt that with some bridging material and engineer support the route
could be traversed by by-passing and bridging.

b. D plus 1. Company C (two platoons) with 3d platoon E-2/7; a
detachment of C Co Engineers and a forward observer from 2/7 departed
131030H.The link-up force departed the MSR at BS628837 and proceedad
east. At 131410H the 1st platoon was detached to escort approximately
30 refugees to the MSR and return to the 7th Marine CP for further
assignment. At 1610 the link-up was effected with 2/7 and resupply and
refueling was conducted with helicopters. At 132000H the 2nd platoon
was attached to 2/7 for operations and the 1st platoon was placed in
direct support of 3/11 for security of that unit's firing positions.

D plus 2. The 2nd platoon moved out with one section in support
of H Company and one heavy section in support of G Company. At 140915H,
after the Ontos had passed the chetre point of the blown bridges at
BS 695845, the Ontos were detached from 2/7 and directed to return to
the 7th Marine CP because of anticipated helo lift of 2/7.

d. D plus 3. To the completion of the operation, one platoon of
Ontos remained in direct support of 3/11 and one platoon provided additional
security for the 7th Marine CP. The Company Headquarters and the 1st
Platoon secured from operation NEVADA onn order at 181215H.
The Ontos escorted convoys back to the Chu Lai Combat Base as they were
secured from the operation.

10. Administrative Matters

a. Supplies: Logistical Support Area was at Quang Ngai, No difficulties
were experienced.

b. Maintenance: 1st and 2nd echelon maintenance common. Ordnance,
motor transport and Ontos were self contained. No difficulties were
experienced.
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, 
c~· Treatment of c~s~alties~A Corpsman was available in the 

Company Headquarters. ,~ : ;. I I (:. 

_' . __ ~ . I . 

d. Transportation: Organic transportation was used to displace 
and resupply except when the link-up was effected. 

e. Communic.ations: 

\ 
\ 

(1) Comment. OrganiC Communications were very bad. Communication 
and resupply requests were made through the 7th Marines channels. 

(2) Recommendations & action taken. Conduct a thorough in­
spection of equipment and instruct operators on maintenance and procedures. 
This is being done with the assistance of the 1st Antitank Battalion 
CO~lnications Pl~toon. 

f. Medical Evacuation: No comment 

ll~ Special tools and techniques: Two 3 i'X12"X12 t planks Were strapped 
to each of three Ontos in each platoon to be used to bridge the tank 
trQPs encountered. It worked very effectively once mastered. H0wever j 

on the way out demoliti·.ns w~-re used .:lS an expedient. It was very 
effective and much less time consuming. 

12. Recommendation: 

That the Ontos be used more extensively as a direct fire sup~ort 
assault weapon (i.e. as ~~}during the dry season. Trafficability 
is excellent, o.nd/obly as!!.1lalll amount of ini'antry arid engineer support 
would be required during an overland move to link"up with helicopter 
borne infantry forces. 

"11 _ ,,~ ·YL ....... & _ • 

Ul/~ {I V\,..(/ ~L.SC-

WALTER MOORE 
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C. Treatment of casualties: A Corpsman was available in the

Company Headquarters.

d. Transportation: Organic transportation was used to displace
and resupply except when the link-up was effected.

e. Communications:

(1) Comment. Organic Communications were very bad. Communication
and resupply requests were made through the 7th Marines channels.

(2) Recommendations & action taken. Conduct a thorough in-

spection of equipment and instruct operators on maintenance and procedures.
This is being done with the assistance of the 1st Antitank Battalion
Communications Platoon.

f. Medical Evacuation: No comment

11. Special tools and techniques: Two 3"X12"X121 planks were strapped
to each of three Ontos in each platoon to be used to bridge the tank
traps encountered. It worked very effectively once mastered. However,
on the way out demolitions were used as an expedient. It was very
effective and much less time consuming.

12. Recommendation:

That the Ontos be used more extensively as a direct fire support
assault weapon (i.e. as attank) during the dry season. Trafficability
is excellent, and/only a small amount of infantry and engineer support
would be required during an overland move to link-up with helicopter
borne infantry forces.

waete none
WALTER MOORE
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From: 
To: 

Subj: 

HEADQUARTEHS 
1st Antitaru< Battalion 

1st Marine Division (Rein), FHF 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

Commanding Officer 
Commanding General, First Marine Division 

SITREP 10 for period 14oo01H to 142400H 

1. Unit Operations 

3:AJE:tjs 
14 Apr 1966 

a. One reinforced provisional platoon still opcon 7th Marines for 
defense of FEBA. (25 men from Co A, 25 men and 1 officer from H&S Co.) 

b. Co A remains DS 1st Narines and Chu Lai Defense Command. 

c. Co Cremains opcon 7th l1arines for Operation NEVADA. 

2. Total Casualties 

a. none 

b. none 

3. Artillery Boxscore - No Hissions 

4. Recap of Battalion Operations 

a. No contacts reported to this headquarters by provisional platoon. 

b. Co A. One light section of Ontos returned from Hill 54 (BT 395145) 
where they had provided local security for H/2/4 for two days. The section 
rejoined its platoon at Hill 69 (BT 468068) where they assumed DS of 2nd 
Battalion, 5th r1arines. One platoon remains DS Ghu Lai defense Command. 
One platoon opcon Co C with Operation NEVADA. The newly arTived platoon, 
Co B, 1st AT Bn l;.ras locally red~signated 4th Platoon, Co A. 

cc. Co C. (Operation NEVADA). First Platoon remained DS 3/11 for 
local security_ From 1000 to 1700 a light Ontos section of first platoon 
,vas deployed to Quang Ngai to provide secud ty for LSA elements during 
public demonstration. No incidents occurred. 2nd platoon remained DS 2/7 
until 1000. Ontos had commenced sweep to the East, and had by-passed 
further Ontos support and the unit was relieved of DS mission 1000. 2nd 
platoon returned to route 1, arriving there at 1400, and then returned to 
7th Marines CP at 1710 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3::AJE:tjs
14 Apr 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, First Marine Division

Subj: SITREP 10 for period 140001H to 142400H

1. Unit Operations

a. One reinforced provisional platoon still opeon 7th Marines for
defense of FEBA. (25 men from Co A, 25 men and 1 officer from H&S Co.)

b. Co A remains DS 1st Marines and Chu Lai Defense Command.

C. Co C remains opcon 7th Marines for Operation NEVADA.

2. Total Casualties

a. none

b. none

3. Artillery Boxscore - No Missions

4. Recap of Battalion Operations

a. No contacts reported to this headquarters by provisional platoon.

b. Co A. One light section of Ontos returned from Hill 54 (BT 395145)
where they had provided local security for H/2/4 for two days. The section
rejoined its platoon at Hill 69 (BT 468068) where they assumed DS of 2nd
Battalion, 5th Marines. One platoon remains DS Chu Lai defense Command.
One platoon opcon Co C with Operation NEVADA. The newly arrived platoon,
Co B, 1st AT Bn was locally redésignated 4th Platoon, Co A.

CC. Co C. (Operation NEVADA). First Platoon remained DS 3/11 for
local security. From 1000 to 1700 a light Ontos section of first platoon
was deployed to Quang Ngai to provide security for LSA elements during
public demonstration. No incidents occurred. 2nd platoon remained DS 2/7
until 1000. Ontos had commenced sweep to the East, and had by-passed
further Ontos support and the unit was relieved of DS mission 1000. 2nd
platoon returned to route 1, arriving there at 1400, and then returned to
7th Marines CP at 1710
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5. Contact Report. Ncihe 

6. Recap of Bn Plans. No change contempated during the next 24 hour period. 

tvALTER NO ORE 
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5. Contact Report. None

6. Recap of Bn Plans. No change contempated during the next 24 hour period.

WALTER MOORE
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OOI!ll'AIY "c" 
bt AIlUtank ktta11en 

l.~ &riM 1)1 ... 1810. (Ilein), FMF 
rI'o san Franoia. 9"02 

lOa 9llICIAL QSI OILI 

PreIlJ eo ... 1D1' OIlieR 
To. C._ndine otlioR, lat Antitank JatWien (.&.t8, s-,) 

a.t, ( .. ) DivO }lOCl.li 

2. Date ,1' 91)e.ratHP. 2G09GOlI - 221'4511 ~ri' 

,. logaUoa. QuaDI lila! hod.nee RVN, .MQ Saeete '75' 1, II, III, 
an4 IT. 

•• 000:&:81 ot C._aDd Ue!4awtera. 1~ l'1ru:iua ae .. i_nt, Qolo ... l 
}J;. lie HAJ'FI:.'Y. 

5. TUk OUaM.iltHa• lieaIiq,uarWl'8 CoIlpUl' "c .. , lat Ant1taRk Battalion, 
Ca,taia, J. '.;. SOI:lllOEbil an4 2. Pl..teoD, CeIlpIU\Y "0", Firat Lieutenant 
H. J. CONNOLLY. 

6. *,1t*11ctn0t. J.e 7tb ~1n.. ISUM'. pertainiac to o,eratto. 
If HOT .ti'Rlli\,;301. 

1. aoamt cat O •• ration. 'rae Co-.nd.inc Officer .f 1aa. ht Ant1ta.D.lt 
ktUl1o. ~reoted eo19u.r "0" to ,.1'Oy14. tl1reot aUjtport to tbe 7th 
Marine Re&iBlt!nt. Verbal in8uuctiona were ree.i."," &10 202100H A.pri'. 
At .."rozikte1l 2021401I Apri6 0 • .,., "0" "aa alerted and. ,reparations 
tor Operation Hot ;)princa _can. Initial a .. icJwenta 4et .. iled one liCb.i 
•• otion to .acort the OOl'1W1 .t Bec1Matal ,lIedquariel'8, and Ledl.llC 
tiupport Detachment to ~uan.J treat and .le.nu of 3/11 to li .. ! Vo and 
ene Ueat section to ,sOltrt ";1 trea the .nclave to the l.o,istioal 
Supp.rt Area at -iU&llt( lied. Atter initial cI.atillktlona were reiioh.tl 
f,;,rtber ua1ca-nw ot til. catoe eleJllenta would be directed DJ tL,e 7th 
Marin. Re~1aen tal ije"qua"..~,._ 

a. D D~, 20 April 
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COMPANY "C"
1st Antitank Battalien

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco 96602

JWS:fnm
5510
5 May 1966

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

From; Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, let Antitank Battalien (Attn: S-3)

Subj: Combat Operation After-Action Report: Operation "Hot Springs"

Ref: (a) Divo 3100.1B

1. Code Name. Operation "Het Springs" (Search and Destrey Operation).

2. Date of Operation. 200900H - 221645H Apr66

3. Location. Quang Ngai Province RVN, Map Sheets 6756 I, II, III,
and IV.

4. Control of Command Headquarters. 7th Marines Regiment, Colonel
E. H. HAFFEY.

5. Task Organization. Headquarters Company "0", let Antitank Buttalien,
Captain, J. SCHROEDER and 2nd Plateen, Company "C", First Lieutenant
H. J. CONNOLLY.

6. Intelligence. See 7th Murines ISUM's pertaining to Operation
"HOT SPRINGS".

7. Concept of Operation. The Commanding Officer of the 1st Antitank
Battalion directed Company "C" to provide direct support to the 7th
Marine Regiment. Verbal instructions were received at 202100H Apr66.
At approximately 20214OH Apr66 Company "C" was alerted and preparations
for Operation Hot Springs began. Initial assignments detailed one light
section to escort the convoy of Regimental Headquarters, and Landing
Support Detachment to uung Ngai and elements of 3/11 to Nui Vo and
one light section to escert 3/7 from the enclave to the Logistical
Support Area at quang Ngai. After initial destinations were reached
further assignments of the Ontes elements would be directed by tie 7th
Marine Regimental Headquarters.

UNCLASSIFIED

8. Execution.

a. D Day, 20 April 1966

it
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(1) At 06:50. \he eo.,.." Hea4quarte1'll, 2Di Pl.tNa "8 O. 
li,p.t •• 0Uon or OAtes clepartM in. Oku. La1 Enola," "081't1ac el •• au 
.f ~. 1~ Mu-iJleiI Hea4.qWioHe1'1J, ';11 aM tluI LaafliJlc Suppert oonw.J'. 

(2) At 07}0, one lipt Oatoa aeoUo.ot tae 2ad. ,lateen '.,artecl tae CAv. La1 EIlaliL'ft ami .... ned tae vuck con ... , oarq1ac 
}i7 to -. ,,\AaDf NcaJ. LeC1aUoal Sup,ort Area. 

(,) At oeoo, the t1nt CculVOI reachad QWlnit .. a1 w1 tllout 
inciaent. The ontea aleMatii Qre • .,lace4 at J1u1 '!Ilien An with 
til. rep_nhl aeai,.J. ~t.n to .",,1 t further lle,le,Mftt. 

" (4) At 0900. the ';1 aoawy arrived at the ~.iaUoal ~lAp,.r' 
AHa at.,~~ Ned vi t.UGlit iftol4eftt. l'h. U,p.t. aecUen or c..a were 
rel .... d am returned 1;,0 lui V. in clinet 8\lJ,.rt .t the "U la1 'ttl 
de,lo7" in tAat area. 'fhe onto. vere uaed. .. aeourity eleaenu for the 
.Nui Vo area. 

(1) OjIera\ion &t. S,riaca va t.eratDated.. Tb. Co.,&1\Y 
Heaclquarten returned 1;0 the Ohu Lal iDol a". with the 7th Marine 
lie"qWil."terli. 

(2) 'l'he 2M ,la ... reaained in ",lOIIInC Be&! to 'partioipate< 
1A tile par ... and pu~1c cere_nea to lie )a.let 1a unoI' of the "fer, 
succ.a.ful Joint HIt ;,jpZ'inca Operation vi til the A:rIq 81" the ite,uDlic 
of Viet Nam. 

a. 3,,11... Tile X.C1.Uoal Support Area was at tbe ~uanc Ned. 
Aiztle1.. No 41ffiault1ea were experi.aGed. 

-.. *intenuce. let anA 2M echelon Ilaintenaaoe, erdrumce, _tar 
traaaport ani Onte. were a.1t oentAined. Ne difficulties e~er1enced. 

o. Ta&.at.t CuW"",. A eo,.,. ... "'u available in tbe 
ee.,..,. ..... quartera. 

4. tEAA!Urtat~R. Oqaaio traaa,.rtatictn wu ueed to dia,laoe 
and .reau,ply iIle on1iGa ele_ta. 

t. Medioal Eva.cuation. l(g coaten' 
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(1) At 0630, the Company Headquarters, 2nd Platoon and one
light section of Ontos departed the Chu Las Enclave escorting elements
of the 7th Marines Headquarters, 3/11 and the Landing Support convey.

(2) At 0730, one light Ontos section of the 2nd plateen
departed the Chu Lai Enclave and escorted the truck convoy carrying
3/7 to the Quang Ngai Legistical Support Area.

(3) At 0600, the first convey reached Quana Ngai without
incident. The Ontos elements were explaced at Nui Thien An with
the regimental headquarters to await further depleyment.

(4) At 0900, the 3/7 convey arrived at the Legistical Support
Area at juang Ngai without incident. The light section of Ontes were
released and returned to Nui Vo in direct support of the 3/11 units
deployed in that area. The Ontos were used as security elements for the
Nui Vo area.

b. D plus 1, No Change

c. D plus 2

(1) Operation Hot Springs was terminated. The Company
Headquarters returned to the Chu Lai Enclave with the 7th Marine
Headquarters.

(2) The 2nd plateen remained in Yuang Ngai to participate
in the parade and public ceremonies to be held in honor of the very
successful joint Hot Springs Operation with the Army of the Republic
of Viet Nam.

9. Administrative Matters.

a. Supplies. The Legistical Support Area was at the Yuang Ngai
Airfield. No difficulties were experienced.

b. Maintenance. 1st and 2nd echelen maintenance, ordnance, moter
transport and Ontes were self contained. No difficulties experienced.

C. Treatment of Casualties. A Corpsman was available in the

company headquarters.

d. Transportation. Organic transportation was used to displace
and resupply the Ontes elements.

UNCLASSIFIED
e. Communications. No comment.

f. Medical Evacuation. No comment

10. Special Tools and techniques. No comment
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DECLASSIFIED 
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NFIDE~~TI.PiI . 

11. ",.,.DltaUtna. 'rhat~. antes lie .... 101" ill 811ft.81ft 
lacaUou to M 1'eaaUl a.,a11a1tl._ when kard 'arpta &l'e - .. aced. __ 
iatanir,J unita. An 8%811)1. 18 tAe cal.iier .50 1laah1ne CUll that "u..' 
_. a tel.., vita iih.. 2/7 lm11i8. ta. u,J ..... n 1a ta. CAu l.&1/~u.uc 
Heat area arren exoellent VattioaW1 ty dur~ taB u,y •• uoa. 'ftl. 
0. •• , a 41reo' tire _.,.r' -.,eu, 1. capaUe or iultN1ate fdld 
•• ., .. tatu. 4eatl'uct1.on .t ....... I.eeMnu. it UUize4. 

J. VI. :3CII!OEDEft 

• FOR Vi'PICIAL U:;)i OIiLt 
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5 May 1966

11. Recommendations. That the Ontes be employed in aggressive
locations to be readily available when hard targets are engaged by
infantry units. An example is the Caliber .50 machine gun that caused
such a delay with the 2/7 units. The dry acason in the Chu Lai/Quang
Ngai area afford excellent trafficability during the dry season. The
Ontos, a direct fire support weapon, is capable of immediate and
devastating destruction of enemy explacements, if utilized.

J. W. SCHROEDER
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H8ADQUARTERS 
1st Antitank Battalion 

1st Marine Division (Rein), FHF' 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From: Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion 
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) 

Subj: SITREP #19 for period 250001H to 252400H 

3:AJE:tjs 
25 Apr 1966 

1. 2nd Platoon, Company 0, 1st AT Bn participated in an ARVN victory 
parade celebrating the successful Operation !tHOT SP"2.INGS". The Ontos 
platoon received a standing ovation from the vJildly cheering throng. 

2. Plans. Company A, 1st AT En, will be in direct support of the 
1st Harines for Operation WYOI'1ING commencing 260730H. Initial mission 
assigned Company A: Provide security for artillery firing positions in 
the vicinity of Hill 54 (BT 397145); be prepared to provide direct 
support to 2/5 in their assigned TAOR. 

(.vALTER MOORE 

FOR OFPICI-llJj iJSE·ONLX. 
. . .~.~ 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3:AJE:tjs
25 Apr 1966

From: Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein)

Subj: SITREP #19 for period 250001H to 252400H

1. 2nd Platoon, Company C, 1st AT Bn participated in an ARVN victory

parade celebrating the successful Operation "HOT SPRINGS". The Ontos

platoon received a standing ovation from the wildly cheering throng.

2. Plans. Company A, 1st AT Bn, will be in direct support of the
1st Marines for Operation WYOMING commencing 260730H. Initial mission
assigned Company A: Provide security for artillery firing positions in
the vicinity of Hill 54 (BT 397145); be prepared to provide direct
support to 2/5 in their assigned TAOR.

WALTER MOORE
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CUiIl: '-l. ... 
1st · .• ntit.lnk !}(ltul1on' 

, .' 18\ l,;a.r;lue J1nr;ion V.ieinj .FtW 
'1'';'0 ~an ,F;r-~iSOOt \.lE,l.litQlm1~ ~02 

~OIU : CarplU~ding' utf1¢er '. 
· ~O_, . i)UT1lIIl<~lgvrfiQer., lSt ,~nt1t(i.H.kJ3at~~l.ion 

. . 

iJlhtloo. 
,,500 ; 

5.·i~ l~' 

~bj' . Oumba-t viJe'JJttt1on ,.ttu ..... ~et1on·.HepQrtr ."'pt¢a't1-.;n '!.Jtulli«r1 

Ref, (a) Jbv ;100.113 ' 
- , • " '. • 0" 

1. 2..ode}!~.. i.;'Par;,;.ttvn ;I1oaing \:.1eU~b and' Jestro1 v:per~t1Qnj . ... --. '. " 

.2. ,:;)ateo,t:{;i!.!ra~1on. 2Q05OOH .... S02030a Apr'" 

3. 1op .... lion.1i~rthweQt ptll'."tion ot iJ¥ '1'inla,stric.t. 

4. ~ntroi'ot OClJQllat\d ne!49E!.tters.·lat t~~i.nell.~i.tllent - ~()1::1~tCti",1L 

· 50 f!",Dk ~r6~~niz';:i't1o:b ,l{a.:.d.qu,u:ters Oompa,IW A" .lS~1!Bn O"ht c;.. R • 
. ";[\1; :~t.l:Ui;19t plt, Co:., Get ~~ij,)R\..L\;!IC':.IJ 2nd plt, CQ.)., 5i;lf,ft 1h.lrJ:~·1'J 

r}. .• ..,· 'It '..' '1.a. '¥lIS.;. ··t . , 'l'1l::U . ~Uw. li",., , 'UoB, _H .... hDUf' ~li.:..:JJ,~. 

1. 'Xp,teUimne.;· tie. 1st l).(:ltUt.e . WUJiBpertJiningtv lper~tion 
.i1oming. : ' .. ' ' .' ' '. , " . . 

s. ittploe lit,. Qri...:.a}f$~.$l2a. :;''1le C<,W{ :11u111g "'i"fieer( S j of the 1M; 
J:~lt.gt directedC.o.:1 1;0 ~id. dh--ect SltpP<"'2!t to the ltft l~;rlne: 
.I~eh"1m(*\i. ! .. t UllPX'(.):d,,mo.:teq 2~a COrall. ~. IF<4 3l.ened :::nd 

· Pl.'~.F.~tl.,ns. f01! l,il8l:,1.t1on iiJ3~)8 beglm_ lni1;1al 1i.i.ad.gnzHeuto 
de~ilf!d two :p~:atcons' oC (nW$ to eseon let1kl, lltbJ."1al' to Jtt '!J:>151 

•. after the tnt t1.~,1 destination waBrtJ.t~hed ~ aaatgriinenb of Cntus 
un1't$ would be d1rected frau the 1st t"~es llea4quarters .. 

9. m9H!la. 

a • .P::$ 

',( 1) It. 11 26050OH. two Pl~taons'lett Comp;uJ7 Cf to join 1td ttl the 
l$'tBn, .ll.tht~: ~t tM an~~ of' th.&1r CP ~:w.anlrtq #,1. '!be two' 

' .. ~ ------..., 
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COMPLETY
1st intitank Battalion

1st Narine Division (Hein), PMP
P.O San Francisco, California 96602

LR:Joe
3500
5 mg 1966

From: Commanding officer
Commanding officer, 1st Antitank BattalionTo:

Subj: Combat Operation After-Action Report; Operation "JYCLING"

Ref: (a) Divo 3200.1B

1. Code Name. Operation iyoming (Search and Destroy Operation,

2. Date of Operation. 260500H - 302030H Apr 66

3. Location. Northwest portion of by Tin District.

4. Control of Command Headquarters. 1st Marine Regiment - Col MINDHALL

50 Seek organization. Headquarters Company is, 1staTEn dant G. R.
VIN DCRN; 1st plt, Con, Sgt ENDROLO ICS: 2nd plt, Co., S9gt RAIL iii
2nd pit, COB, 1st.TBn, it BESTER.

6. Supporting forces. None

7. Intelligence. use 1st harines LSU/s pert ining to Operation
yoming.

8. Concept of operation. The Comminding officer(s) of the 1st
markerst directed Cos to provide direct support to the 1st Marine
Regiment. it approximately 2508000 Company 4 was alerted and
preparations for Operation wyoming began. Initial assignments
detailed two platoons of Ontos to escort letin, 11thmar to UT 395151
After the initial destination was reached further assignments of Catus
units would be directed from the 1st Marines Headquarters.

9. Execution.

2. D-Day

(1) At 260500H two platoons left Company OP to join with the
1stBn, llthriar at the entrance of their CP and highway #1. The two

UNCLASSIFIED
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The 'two platoQns joi,ned lstBn,Uth i'~arines ii\t 26U5}Clli. I'he· t .... o 
.Pl~t80ns .. ned &3. oonv~ Hcrurit,y to the lat~ llth·}iarines r;m1 
wen 30iued :in r~te a.i hill 69 b.Y' the 2ndplt, Coll, .1st..1!Jn :.utd .K 
.B&~te%7' letlm, ll~hr<i:.u:'. ' . 

(l) _,t 2605151I the l.t pit proCeeded 1n "OlIVO,. with lutful, 
llthMaiLr tu vicinity:o£ hill. 54 Bl.. 397145. '.Iney lftIl"Ipl"lced :J.S 

seQUr1ty .t thiil.t JioBit~onunt11 2916}Oj~ 'When .they .moved to hill 10 
:B'f 4OO1~ With ... ·p].M.tcon ot 1nfUl\1:7 akl securS;ty. '{he plt ra;·I!'O.ined 
an b.11l- 10 nth no a,(lti<.t!l until }OOlex/ \. where t.I'1eY' were moved to the 
,1.,;, a~ lti.ll 6'j 101,.) pxvv1de. load. .eourity.· 

{;j ,i, t 260~:SOH the OOWj,ii.llV J.le .. dqu.uoters joined !.ecible1: t;!..l 
Uea.uquarten, ,1st ~li!Ll:'1Q.1!. a.t the eu'tiri..nce or tholr Cl' ~~nd. the .~~\" 
'lie 11e,J!ir~ withtl1e Hegt ll~, 1st ~:;a;r:i:n" to hill 69. ~h. C{jjIVU1 

~w.'rived .. t !\ill 69 at 260800H wi thuut Ulllident. 

(4) .!iLethxee pl.~onu or Ou.:", ls'tt(i.1tn "lire iie\ in bluc~ 
~lti.:t1\.1'llS bll 1'QU0W'81 

1st .pl~toon a.t :aT 400146· 
2nd platoon at .B't 39il45 
2nd plu.toon, .\;013. lat:..'f13n ~t aT :;98150 

. )l11.e three -platoons :t'eaw.1ll~d in thes~,blOcKing positions until ~·714)OU. 

,b. ..; ffltw. 1 

(1) 2nd pl t, ·CQih 18\.l.'rlJnW ... " il1,lced. in dll:ect SUpiA)rt d~ Co~, 
2nd:Jn. 5thi':..r. ~,~ith &. flquad or W~trt and. the ~ vfthlcl&~ t£' the .'nd 
plt a blockint~ {'ora. wall $at up w,t }1'~ ~~161.,>.t 271100li the fiu1;oon 
with ini'antry received .emiper fire fI'Olll nT 38i156.. The ti.1.I'get ij~S 
J:!Iioi,.t'kel1. by the 2nd pit, GaE, 2rlili3n. 5thl'i~. , »-22 Ilavri into. j;'il:ing 
.',Klsition Wld fil.'eO. ~ Z'wndso£ lOQ:l1 iLLI-'!. 'tnere wu tit> (i,Qre sni[l9i' 
fire trum .th·~t position, which wall swept by the W' . .m.tr.l s',.,u."d •. 

\. 2} .. t nla~H the ~om}>:aI11 lJU.Ued out {rool 41 ,Bj161.· ,.13 

they mov"u., Emiper :t:i:i:e ~"'" received. t'r~. W. .. llU\U18 at ::'$1 ';1~155. 
r~iT. 'l.06~.l:1 : ~~P.t: r6U11dsweft,t'81urneu and the sniper fire co&sed" 
i-r(ill ·'t.u.tt· ~bth •. :po~itiOl!. the ~cap:.!tl,f pullail ~ack...nll Bet U.(I -. Ci-" ~t 
'J3'f '17162., wll.er8 t;.y r .. :rlnec! !QC thit duration of the tibrht. :;0 
further action WiUi encountered for the l.'tliIW.indar o.i." the ni~~ht. 

~ •• :~JJ"~~ ... 
7 'el .. 
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The two platoons joined 1stEn, 11th Marines at 260530H. Phe two

platsons served as convoy security to the letEn, 11th Harines and
were joined in route at hill 69 by the 2nd plt, CoB, 1staTJn and K
Battery, lsten, 11thMar.

(2) at 260515H the 1st plt proceeded in convoy with letten,

11thitar to vicinity of hill 54 BT 397145. They were placed as
security at that position until 291630E when they moved to hill 10
BT 400150 with a platoen of infantry as security. The plt renained
on hill 10 with no action until 300100 where they were moved to the

in at hill 69 to provide local security.

(3) at 260530H the Company headquarters joined regimental
headquarters, 1st Purines at the entrance of their CF and the

we de arted with the Regt liv, let Marines to hill 69. The convuy
arrived mt hill 69 at 260800H without incident.

(4) the three platoons of Ctr, 1stATBn were set in blocking
positions us follows:

let platoon at BT 400146
2nd platoon at BT 396145
2nd platoon, CoB, latiTin at ST 598150

The three platoons remained in these blocking positions until 2714305.

b. I plue 1

(1) 2nd plt, COB, lataTin was placed in direct support of Cos,
2nd:n, 5th with a squad of infantry and the b vehicles of the nd
plt a blocking force was set up at B2 383161. at 2717001 the oLitoon
with infantry received sniper fire from DT 382158. The target was
marked by the 2nd plt, Cok, 2ndBn, 5thriar. B-22 moved into firing
position and fired 2 rounds of 106121 HEPT. There was no more eniper
fire from that position, which W28 swept by the infantry around.

(2) t 271830H the Company pulled out from 31 383161. , S

they moved, uniper Tire was received from 1 house at 32 375155.
Five 106.14 : iPf rounds were returned and the sniper fire ceased.
From two above position the Company pulled back and set up a OF at
BT 377162, where they remained for the duration of the right. So
further action was encountered for the remainder or the night.
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(1) v,n,2a0600ll.th8 C~~w1tb. the,Ontoa fwVed blilck to 1ft 
·'75155 <.lad 1nYeatigated the structure where _ firing ht.i.d CQU 

. f'rorItll. d.tq ,bel'ore. l.lurl:ng 'the in,vunpt1on nuaerOllB. bunke.I'lf mel 
1Ium1.e1s' wee di80CIY'IHd.. ~,n interpreter" with OoJ. 2M.Bn, 5thHJr 
aa14theatru.ctv& had Deen a VO bO$p1t~.l.' Ban' on thls lnfo:J:!rult1on, 

.. ,a.;25 :£i1'ed ,tVa lZtore.1Obl1K IIJliPl' r<>unU otapleteq a..troyUg th.' 
. l1081Jl tal ~ l<"'rom this. pas! t.1on the (Into" JllQft4 to ar ;8215B 'io support 

COll;q tbAtl'o~nt1nuetl·toweep southeast irl. theu ..-ipd 1t ',\.iR •. ,1 
mortoJ.:r and two M40 ~s WA'4tJX)B.i.t:i.olled with tn. (.ntOlJ. . 

(2) ti.' 281600ll the i.tntOswere z:_""ed !rca tne.hill at m 
:;82155 mil o«ewd tlut intomtry'. tlu.nk. On .. -order the Lntos .l:Jl0ft4. 
1.rrto r.. wage f'~at1on .and· £olluweQ.·the C~ .. , Ie. 395151 •. .Jur~ . 
Qarkn ••• the he~vy section waa set :In at :9'.e '9'~. l~o i,noidents 
devel;opecltb.t'Oughou\ .the ms,bt .. 

4l. D nlua i 

'(1) ~ 2901Ooo'the (ato. tUid.Comp~ E.procee.deci to v1clni.V 
cf Mll54 at ~ 300144. CoB wntb9.ck togri4lquarea }11'5 -'716 
and with 4O(jU. ot demollti0l'Uli4ut:r:o,pd lIIfilI\Y it.mntIls ~d ~!* 
:J.'he Qnws ·lIWVed £;taa 1ft ~144· ~ 'll!' ~9115S. and.prorilied· ailpport 
to·tl':\e int·W1Uyo Lat41r in "the day the Gntos (4tli Coll joiJ:'Le.d at 33'1 
400.145 ~14 Bet i.n for the ~,. . 

..." -. 

(2) ii.t 291000H 2nd pIt, c~. 16~'1'Bnwa.s pll.lt)ed. 1nIJ/S 'With. 
2ndlln, ;tbV~ tile platoon .. ft:p9$iU.oned at lfl '11149 ruJQl." a. helo 
pad ~d ·r~ined. over night.· " . 

ct.. . j) ill!:1 4 
'(l) ~ .. t¢o1OO11 the Onto$were in>J>/S ()f"tllelndplt, ~oB . 

wIU,oU. was sweeping 700 meters. $~ on. the westside' Qf Route 1. ',ene 
t.;nt()~ were Un;..£bletQ tr.yeuebeoaU .. of tne terrain S{$ the, want 
to route 1 anclsuppor't$d the p1 t -tUl they reached M 429111... 1ba 
\JfitO$ pl~toon was . eeCl,lre4. r.tt 50183011.' . 

. (2):\ t 5Q08OOtf tiw2nd P.lt, Ou:~ stay.a. in defcmae £~ the 
Sllo-:.:e l~ty While- tkJ.eY WU'e ooau;-lled w1 th blowing tunnels in vicini t.Y .. 
of gt'id sq;wa:e m'71.5. ~t ;OO9,Q}1 the lil~t section .moyed vi.th the 

I~ . 
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a plus 2C.

(1) un 280600H the Company with the Ontos moved back to BT

375155 and investigated the structure where the firing had come
from the day before. During the investigation numerous bunkers and
tunnels were discovered. An interpreter, with CoE, 2nd En, 5thilur
said the structure had been a VC hospits1. Based on this information,
B-25 fired two more 106MM HEPT rounds completely destroying the
hospital. From this position the ontos moved to BT 382158 to support
Cos 28 they continued to sweep southeast in their assigned FATOR. 1
mortar and two M-60 MGs were positioned with the Ontos.

(2) At 281600H the Ontos were removed from the hill at DT
382155 and covered the infantry's flunk. On order the Ontos moved
into a wedge formation and followed the CP at BT 395151. During
darkness the henvy section was set in at BT 393148. No incidents
developed throughout the night.

d. D plus 3

(1) On 290700H the Ontos and Company E proceeded to vicinity
of hill 54 at BT 380144. Col went back to grid squares 3715 - 3716
and with 400 lbs of denolitions destroyed many tunnels and traches.
The Ontos moved from BT 380144 to BT 391158 and provided support
to the infantry. Later in the day the Ontos and Coll joined at BT
400145 and set in for the night.

(2) At 291000H 2nd plt, CoA, 1stATBn was pluced in D/S with
2ndBn, 5thFar the platoon was repositioned at BT 371149 near a helo
pad and remained over night.

e. a plus 4

(1) At 300700H the Ontos were in D/S of the 2ndplt, CoE
which was sweeping 700 meters SE on the westside of Route 1. The
untos were unable to traverse because of the terrain so they went
to route 1 and supported the plt till they reached BT 429111. The
ontos platoon was secured at 301830H.

(2) it 300800H the 2nd plt, Cal stayed in defense for the
shore party while they were occuried with blowing tunnels in vicinity
of grid square UT 3715. at 300930K the light section moved with the
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2D4lln. 5~ c~a Q:t"OUp. l.b.e 'bh.'Y'1 sectiou .a,.~ in'~. of 
CoF, 2ndBnt 5th Ma.r~. ttl M '94125. ''the 11P:t a-ttton ~in.t1 the 
heavy aection at ,the aboT. loOationat ~ll00H.I' ~~,' 

. - ,," I :\ 

(;) ~~t' ~013;on a squad ,of COl!'f ~dBn.5\h~ino$ ~{)iVed 
amgU a:ms fin hoa lfjJ }95ia,. ' 'lh. Lntoa moved oUt in sup;llOri or the 
squad. -ana swept trrroug}l b T111ace ot XUiU1 ligoc I.l The vntosretan'1ecl 
120 ,r.oun4s or ,0 0&11tl tire~ ~heaweepwhichtoll~tul'lWd up , 
apUyere8ulta.lJ.'he. Vntospull.ed.baClt to th. _CP" a~ J12 39125 at 
3OUOPH. ,- _" , , , " ' , - _ i, ' , ' ' 

" (4) 'j~t;ol~ ~-22_. in 8UP~otOoF.~,5th~~. \ ' 
to Vicinity' or ~2122. , Co,. 2DdJili.5th&.r took hfi."f7 ~ an~ (dU;'\ 

.... -22 to re1.1l1"I1 1'1"_ 14 rounds of, 106* li..:a'T~ 50 roon<lS or ;0 cal. -: \' 
a:pot-tr&c ana 120 rUW\d.a of ,0 cal.",l'n f'u. wereexpende4. tb.e reaa,~ ta') 
,are not mom ,at tb1a ~bu.t 'Wu )!,'e;.q:riM. l'q 2tldl3n. :;th,i:;ar-. ,ln4 pJ,t. \ 
QOil _a •• cu.ftd.,t'J'aaope~t:i.on ,wl~ at Wl',oH- in vio:bdt.1 r1J! jl9,1.2'~, 

, '-:., i ' 

(5) Tlle 1st, pl twas .eo\aK fr* oPer.t:tOll ,4108l1Ag ~t- ;o13;i;u. " 
'!he caapq- lle9,l:(!U~ers atI.d t.b4J 2ncl-plt, Coli, lsti..'.rBn \fere$eo:j.;r!$.t.1, ' 
.trom uperu:tion "',yGr!ling \it 30203QU. ' / ! 
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10. ,'u!P~\.il,;at1Y. _neU, 
, Q.." CJAP\)Ue.. ,toc1_tical support, ;;.rea waa a"" hill 69. iio / "\ 

dU~cul t~es \le~~enctKl. .' _ , _ '_" / ': 

,,'b. r~~. la~ and. 2ndecbtl.on rd1dntenanM-, Coaimon ~w.nQe, .... r.~ 
and vntos·Il".... ..conta~4. U()r.U.ffiaultiei Wen ~;(ped.e:ooed. I ,\ 

" " " ' , ' , " " 

• . c. 'lrf5tIe!-g(' Q3Su!l:U.,~, A' Qorpumn 1188 a~wi,ble 1n the : \ 
ComlY~ he1tdqU4tus. ' ,h [\ 

" - - \ 

do ~'3rlS ;~SIb ~C4ll10 ~ ;iort, tiGtl was used to displace: \ 
,--'''. --- II' 

a7Ui-~tiu~n}13, e=ept when tne'l1nkupws et£eeted. i; 
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2ndBn, 5thMur Command Group. The heavy section moved in trace of

2ndBn, 5th Marines to BT 394125. The light section joined theCoF,
heavy section at the above location at 301100H.

(3) at 301330H a squad of Coy, 2ndBn, 5th Marines received

small arms fire from BT 395125. The intos moved out in support of the

squad and swept through the village of Xuan Ngoc I. The untos returned

120 rounds of 30 cal MG fire. The sweep which followed turned up
negative results. The untos pulled back to the CP at BT 39125 at

30140OH.

(4) At 301500H n=22 was in support of CoF, 2ndin, 5th Kurines

to vicinity of 392122. CoF, 2ndBn, 5thMar took heavy fire and ordered

6-22 to return fire. 14 rounds of 106AM HEPT, 50 rounds of 50 cal.

apot-trac and 120 rounds of 30 cal. MG fire were expended. The results

are not known at this time but was reported by 2ndBn, 5thliar. 2nd plt,

Con was secured from operation Wyoming at 301630H in vicinity BT 419123.

(5) The 1st plt was secured from operation iyoming at 3013301.
The company Headqua@narters and the 2nd plt, COB, let.TAn were security
from Operation youing at 302030H.

10. Administrative Matters

2. Supplies. Logistical support area was at hill 69. No

difficulties were experienced.

b. Maintenance, 1st and 2nd echelon maintenance, common ordnance, moToR,

and Ontos was self contained. No difficulties were experienced.

C. Treatment of Casualties. A corpsion was available in the

Company headquarters.

d. Trons ortation. Organic transport tion was used to displace
and recupply, except when the linkupwus effected.

e. Communications

(1) Comment. Communications were very bad, radio not working

proverly.

(2) Recommendations. Conduct a thorough inspection of

equipment and instruct operators on maintenance and procedures.

f. Medical Evacuation. No coment.
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11. Special Tools and Techniques. One planks were strapped
to each Catas in euch plateen to be used to bridge the tank traps
encountered. However no opportunity to use the planks arose.

12. Recommendations

a. That ontos be used: more extensively during the dry season.
That infantry Commanders utilize untos for close supporting fire
during an assault.

G.R. VANHORN
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Enclosure (1) rem~ved 

From: 
To: 

Via: 

HEADQUARTERS 
1st Antitank Battalion 

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
. FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

blf;--- So j" 

tllP~s.~t,3.~ 
!~~ 

.Commanding Officer First Antitank Battalion 
Commanding Officer~ First Marines 
Commanding Officer" Fifth Marines 
Commanding Officer, Seventh Marines 
:Commanding General" First Marine Division (Rein) 

Subj : Emp10yment of Ontos 

3:AJE:tjs 
3500 
30 Apr 1966 

Encl: (1) Stuqy: Ontos Employment in Offensive Operations 

1. It is roy urgent desire to provide addressees with the best pOssible '-.. 
support consiatentnth t.i)e ~.fii<m -and'~pabj l;;tiefkat AT. UlI3its. 
Enclosure (1) has been preparea in furthe~~ce of this desire and is 
furnished for the consideration of/the addressees and subordinate 
commandent_ 

2.. Any comments and/ot suggestions on .the subject matter are welcome 
and will be given my immediate attention 

lVuJ-A"J__ ~J~ 

~ / 
Copy to: a9~. :rsct'Tiflt:Ik Bn 

00, Jrt;1:.ATBn / 

TAB 

WALTER MOORE 

._-_._----
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UNCLASSIFIED

Unclassified when
Enclosure (1) removed

HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3:AJE:tjs

015-62 3500
30 Apr 1966

32,32
Copy

Bird

SEAC YFiles

From: Commanding Officer First Antitank Battalion
Commanding Officer, First MarinesTo:

Commanding Officer, Fifth Marines
Commanding Officer, Seventh Marines
Commanding General, First Marine Division (Rein)Via:

Subj: Employment of Ontos

Encl: (1) Study: Ontos Employment in Offensive Operations

1. It is my urgent desire to provide addressees with the best possible
support consistent with the mission and capabilities of AT units.
Enclosure (1) has been prepared in furtherence of this desire and is:

furnished for the consideration of the addressees and subordinate
commanders,

2. Any comments and/or suggestions on the subject matter are welcome
and will be given my immediate attention

water Unne
WALTER MOORE

Copy to: CO. 1st Tank Bn
60, 3rd AT Bn /

TAB K
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SUBJECT:. 

, 
Ref:, 

'-.Jf~ 
Hg,. 1st Antitank' Bn:,( .... )· 
Cnu tai, RVN 
30 Apr 1966 

ONTOS EWLOYMENT IN OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS 

(a) CO ,ist ATBn 1tr 3:RRT:tjs over 3800 of '30' Apr 1966 
(b) eG, 3d MarDiv Itrof 7 Apr 1966;Subj: Tactics and 

. Techniques in Assault of Fortified Hamlets 
(c) Dr'aft ARVN Fl1 3-1, March 1966 (Armor Operations in 

Vietnam). . 

1. PROBLErf.Toachieve optimum employment of Onios' within its 
capabilities in offe'nsive operations~ 

: 2. ASSUMPTION. That the enemy does not display a capability of 
' .. employing armor against the First MarineDi vision. 

3. FACTS B&\RIID ON 'UiEPROBLEM 

. a. Recent offensive operations of First Marine Division units have 
made only slight use- of·Ontos-except as Comm2nd Post defense elements 
or as conyoy securHy~ (Exceptions:' IOrJA, NEVADA, and WYOMING)' . 

b.' During' the pe'ri'bd of dry weather (March' - September) Ontos 
trafficability iS8xcelle.rit throughout the coastal plain between ·Tcun Ky 
and Quang Ngai:(See reference (a)). 

4. IlI,sCUSSION 

·a. Gerieral. -Recent-counterguerrilla operations have shown increased 
encounters of Mm'ines with FPL ty-r.e defense by the enemy. Reference (b) 
discusses the subject in' detail arxlstresses the need for maximum 
use of all availabie firepower in direct support ofasS::lult troops. The 
traditional mobile assault weaponJ the medium tankJis' severely 
hampered by its si ze and .weight in counterf~errilla operations to the 
North and South of the Ghu Lai Combat Base, ani in mnny cases cannot 
reach, Md/or· traverse the terrain of the battleground.' This limitation 
deni~& needed shock, mobility' and firepower to the infantry and exposes 
assault troops to undue casualties wnen they nre confronted with well 
organizeddefensiv6 positions. There isa need for an assault vehicle 
capable of linking up with heliborne infantry forces after their 

. insertion into em objective area. It is the'purpose of this study to 
explore 'the feasibility and desirability of using the Ontos in this role. 

i 

b. Mission of AT Units. In view of the assumption made in 
paragraph 2, the primary mission of the Antit,mk Battalion (Destruction 
ofenEJIrW armor) is disregarded'. This leaves AT . Units fully available 
for employment in their secondary mission: To provide direct fire 
support to infnnt17 units and to motorized reconnaissance patrols when 
enemy mechanized at tack is not probable. 

1 lJl~C:A.:':'IFIED ., .... 
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Hq. 1st Antitank Bn (-)
Chu Lai, RVN
30 Apr 1966

SUBJECT: ONTOS EMPLOYMENT IN OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS

(a) CO, 1st ATBn ltr 3:RRT:tjs over 3800 of `30 Apr 1966Ref:
(b) CG, 3d MarDiv ltr of 7 Apr 1966; Subj: Tactics and

Techniques in Assault of Fortified Hamlets
(c) Draft ARVN FM 3-1, March 1966 (Armor Operations in

Vietnam).

1. PROBLEM. To achieve optimum employment of Ontos within its

capabilities in offensive operations.

2. ASSUMPTION. That the enemy does not display a capability of
employing armor against the First Marine Division.

3. FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM

a. Recent offensive operations of First Marine Division units have
made only slight use of Ontos except as Command Post defense elements
or as convoy security. (Exceptions: IOWA, NEVADA, and WYOMING)

b. During the period of dry weather (March - September) Ontos
trafficability is excellent throughout the coastal plain between Tam Ky
and Quang Ngai (See reference (a)).

4. DISCUSSION

a. General. Recent counterguerrilla operations have shown increased
encounters of Marines with FPL type defense by the enemy. Reference (b)
discusses the subject in detail and stresses the need for maximum
use of all available firepower in direct support of assault troops. The
traditional mobile assault weapon, the medium tank, is severely
hampered by its size and weight in counterguerrilla operations to the
North and South of the Chu Lai Combat Base, and in many cases cannot
reach, and/or traverse the terrain of the battleground. This limitation
denies needed shock, mobility and firepower to the infantry and exposes
assault troops to undue casualties when they are confronted with well
organized defensive positions. There is a need for an assault vehicle
capable of linking up with heliborne infantry forces after their
insertion into an- objective area. It is the purpose of this study to
explore the feasibility and desirability of using the Ontos in this role.

b. Mission of AT Units. In view of the assumption made in
paragraph 2, the primary mission of the Antitank Battalion (Destruction
of enemy armor) is disregarded; This leaves AT Units fully available
for employment in their secondary mission: To provide direct fire
support to infantry units and to motorized reconnaissance patrols when
enemy mechanized attack is not probable.
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c. Characteristics of Ontos as Dn Assault "\!IIeapon. vJhile designed @ 

as a defensivo weapon, the Ontos possesses to a high degree the 
qualities of a tank: (1) Its primary armament is intended for 
penetration of armor, but it will as casily destroy bunkors, buildings, 
crew served woo.pons [lnd concentrations .of personnel. Fire power is 
further incr8<'1sed b~r t1rjO .50 caliber spotting rif18s" and a coaxial .30 
caliber machine gun for every Ontos. (2) The Ontos is susceptible to 
tho fire of [!l1titank weapons, but its armor generally affords protection 
to the erew from the fire of small arms weapons, md other than direct 
hits with heavier weapons. (3) Although a smaller vehicle, the Ontos 
has mobilit.y ,::m d the 2ttendc:mt shock capability equive.lent to that of 
a tank. 

d. Rationale for Assault Employment of Ontos. The warfare·principles 
of objective, offensive, mass" economy of force md maneuver all require 
either directly, or as corrollaries, that maximum combat power be \ 
concentrated at the decisive time and place. In a counterguerrilla \ 
operation thi.s must necessarily be where and when contact is made with 
the enemy_ Based upon the hisbry of armor operations in Vietnam 
since 1950, a c1rclt field manual (reference (c») has been prepared for 
lillVN forces. The manual covers in great detail the employment of lightly 
armored tracked vehicles (l\rmorcd Personnel Carriers) against guerrillas. 
Two paragraphs DXO considered particulnrly applicable to this discussion, \ 
and the liberty is taken of quoting them below, inserting as necessary 
the words "Ontos ll and lIHarine Corps". 

PDX'a l-lub - "In counterinsurgency the primCl.r'J tradeoff is 
between security farces for fixed installations and forces available 
for offensive em~Jlo:Yl;lont. The great fll-cpmrer of armored vehicles 
tempts acme to use them for triG dofense of 0speci<llly infL)Ortant 
installations. This is a gross waste of every characteristic of Drmor 
except firepo\'lTer and mu.sih be ste.:lQ-f::tstly r8sisted. ---- All of the 
Armor and as much as possible of the regular infantry must be free for 
offensive use. So freed, they will be nble to contribute directly to 
the security of many installations in the role of Reaction forces 
while still 'CatT~g the: war· to the enenw;.11 

Para 2-7a ,---- liThe need for a wea:i)ons system capable of applying 
the characteristics of armor protected firepower, battlefield mobility, ; 
and shock effect is fundamental. The [Onto~ is the only [Marine CorpsJ 
vehicle so far available which is sufficiently capable of dealing with 
Vietnamese terraip·'to be able to function effectively throughout the 
country ----. It is, therefore, of necessity used as an assault 
fighting vehicle --- that is, as 2. tank. It will continue to be so 
used until such time as a true tank of at least equal mobility becomes 
available. II 

e. Obstacles to Offensive Employment of Ontos. Although Ontos 
have been habitually attached to, or in dn'ect support of units 
c0nducting counterguerrilla operations, there has been a reluctance to 
omrloy ,th~m_as.'assault vehicles. 
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C. Characteristics of Ontos as an Assault Weapon. While designed
as a defensive weapon, the Ontos possesses to a high degree the
qualities of a tank: (1) Its primary armament is intended for
penetration of armor, but it will as easily destroy bunkers, buildings,
crew served weapons and concentrations of personnel. Fire power is
further increased by two .50 caliber spotting rifles, and a coaxial .30
caliber machine gun for every Ontos. (2) The Ontos is susceptible to
the fire of antitank weapons, but its armor generally affords protection
to the crew from the fire of small arms weapons, and other than direct
hits with heavier weapons. (3) Although a smaller vehicle, the Ontos
has mobility and the attendant shock capability equivalent to that of
a tank.

d. Rationale for Assault Employment of Ontos. The warfare principles
of objective, offensive, mass, economy of force and maneuver all require
either directly, or as corrollaries, that maximum combat power be
concentrated at the decisive time and place. In a counterguerrilla
operation this must necessarily be where and when contact is made with
the enemy. Based upon the history of armor operations in Vietnam
since 1950, a draft field manual (reference (c)) has been prepared for
ARVN forces. The manual covers in great detail the employment of lightly
armored tracked vehicles (Armored Personnel Carriers) against guerrillas.
Two paragraphs are considered particularly applicable to this discussion,
and the liberty is taken of quoting them below, inserting as necessary
the words "Ontos" and "Marine Corps".

Para 1-14b - "In counterinsurgency the primary tradeoff is
between security forces for fixed installations and forces available
for offensive employment. The great firepower of armored vehicles
tempts some to use them for the defense of especially important
installations. This is a gross waste of every characteristic of armor
except firepower and must be stead-fastly resisted. All of the
Armor and as much as possible of the regular infantry must be free for
offensive use. So freed, they will be able to contribute directly to
the security of many installations in the role of Reaction forces
while still carrying the war to the enemy.

Para 2-7a "The need for a weapons system capable of applying
the characteristics of armor protected firepower, battlefield mobility,
and shock effect is fundamental. The Lontos] is the only Marine Corps]
vehicle so far available which is sufficiently capable of dealing with
Vietnamese terrain to be able to function effectively throughout the

It is, therefore, of necessity used as an assaultcountry
fighting vehicle that is, as a tank. It will continue to be so
used until such time as a true tank of at least equal mobility becomes
available."

e. Obstacles to Offensive Employment of Ontos. Although Ontos
have been habitually attached to, or in direct support of units
conducting counterguerrilla operations, there has been a reluctance to
employ .them as assault vehicles.
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Rather; they have been assigned missions of CP security and con-yoy 
escort;.' The reasons for non':'emplo;Ymentof: Ontos . seem to fall into 
one or'. more of the'folloWing categories:' .' 

(1) Misgivlngsas to m(;chanical reliability •. ! 
,.' ,f 

(2) UnWillingness to spare in£~rltry~ol' close-in secUrity ~ 

(3) Desire f01' heavy firepower ,to prot~ot OF" s and artillery 
• I ' \ 

fir:ing,lpo·sitions. .. ..... ," - .. 
• • ",! ', .. , 

. i 

! 

(J.J) 'Possible f'ori'~i'ture of surprise in linking .up ·with h~libornf;) . . -' , " .... -, 

operat:i;Gris. . . , . 
.. . ',~ .. : .. f" . . 

.'/ - . 7(S) Feeling toot the additional support is urine~e.ssary .to 
accomplishment of. the mission; 

': \ . 

(6) Belief that Ontos cannot traverse difficultterrai~. 

Th~.foregoingobjecti,ons 9I'e aJ;1alyzed below: 

(1). i Mechanic al· Reliability' ..·Like· any "vehicle, the Ontos '. 

\ 
'. 

req\lires diligent. ma.l.ntenance and a smooth' flaw of repair and replacem~nt 
p;:rrts •.. As long as these functi'ons are carried out" the vehicle. wLU . \ 
function with relia.bility. Until 2·7 March 1966, the two AT 'Companies., 
19c~ted 'in the Cbu .. Lai area have been virtually cut off 'from th~ '. i 

support and supervision of a parent unit .headquarters. Supply of parts , .. 
slowed to a tricklo and first and second echelon rnnintenance procedures ; 
suffered' from a lack of supervision. The resultant st9~~gap 'measures and 
"bailing wiJ;'c ll type repairs undoubtedly. gave. rise to v'ehiclqfailures 
which were attributed to mechanicnlunreliabili ty ;SiIlCcarriVe.l 0.1' 
this headquarters in Chu wi, every effort is being made to obtain; 
timely resupply nnd institutpcffoctive.min£cri::mcc procedures. 'vbhicles ." 
.thus ftt: benefitted. are performing with complete reliability. 

(2) Close in s6curity r·equiremelits. Due to the requirement 
for continuous defense of the doilibat Base ,as well as basic persopnel 
shortagel3, infantry units are comniitted to operations at far und~r their 
nominal strength. The diversion. of even a small number of infan'try 
troops to provide security for Ontos moving to a. link-up, or-operating 
at the ·flanks iml':Joses 'a Bacli.Uice on an infantry coms.ll:m'de:r .. · . '. 
It can only-bestf'.ted that the very shortage af infantry strength 
emphasizes the desirability of increased firepower on the battl:efield. 
This need is considered great enough to justify direct support . 
employment of Ontosw1.th less than the desired amount of infantrY' 

" :. , . protection; with' APC borne infantry, or in some naseswi thoutaw 
f , infantry, using URlE cover while moving independently. . 

. . , 

. '~j) P:rate.etion of'cpr.~· and ktnierYPositicns. rl~is is" ~:t: Qest, 
uneconol11icalemployment of antos, and. seems to lJave evalve9. as a matter 
of b,eing.th6 simplest· thing to do when no direct fire support mission 
has bee~: ;~~.fi~e~"j:.o Ontes ~" J . UNCLASSIJ1tEJ7 
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Rather, they have been assigned missions of CP security and convoy
escort. The reasons for non-employment of Ontos-seem to fall into
one or more of the following categories:

(1) Misgivings as to mechanical reliability.

(2) Unwillingness to spare infantry for close-in security.

(3) Desire for heavy firepower to protect CP's and artillery
firing positions.

(4) Possible forfeiture of surprise in linking up with heliborne
operations.

(5) Feeling that the additional support is uninecessary to
accomplishment of the mission.

(6) Belief that Ontos cannot traverse difficult terrain.

The foregoing objections are analyzed below:

(1) Mechanical Reliability. Like any vehicle, the Ontos
requires diligent maintenance and a smooth flow of repair and replacement
parts. As long as these functions are carried out, the vehicle will
function with reliability. Until 2-7 March 1966, the two AT Companies
located in the Chu-Lai area have been virtually cut off from the

support and supervision of a parent unit headquarters. Supply of parts
slowed to a trickle and first and second echelon maintenance procedures
suffered from a lack of supervision. The resultant stop-gap measures and
"bailing wire" type repairs undoubtedly gave rise to vehicle failures
which were attributed to mechanical unreliability. Since arrival of
this headquarters in Chu Lai, every effort is being made to obtain
timely resupply and institute effective maintenance procedures. Vehicles
thus for benefitted are performing with complete reliability.

(2) Close in security requirements. Due to the requirement
for continuous defense of the Combat Base, as well as basic personnel
shortages, infantry units are committed to operations at far under their
nominal strength. The diversion of even a small number of infantry
troops to provide security for Ontos moving to a link-up, or operating
at the flanks imposes a sacrifice on an infantry commander,
It can only be stated that the very shortage of infantry strength
emphasizes the desirability of increased firepower on the battlefield.
This need is considered great enough to justify direct support
employment of Ontos with less than the desired amount of infantry
protection, with APC borne infantry, or in some cases without any
infantry, using UH1E cover while moving independently.

(3) Protection of CP's and Artillery Positions. This is, at best,
uneconomical employment of Ontos, and seems to have evolved as a matter
of being the simplest thing to do when no direct fire support mission
has been assigned to Ontos.

UNCLASSIFIED
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(4) The element of surprise. The helicopter provides a means 
of trapping the enemy with no wJ.I'ning. Any overt movement tmwrd the 
objective area in advance of L-hour will destroy this element. This is 
considered a valid reason to withhold Ontos and other surface transported 
sup Fort until after launch of the assault force. Once the attack has 
commenced, Ontos C·3T.l effect the link-up vii thin 000 to three' 'hours anywhere 
between TailiKy and~uang Ngai. ' 

(5) Ontos support unnecessary to Cl.cco~plishmerit of mission .. "The 
success of counterguerrilla operatlons must be measured in terms of losses 
infEcted on tf-e enemy compared to friendly casualties, rather than the 
seizure of specific objectives. In this quan tit.ati ve senae , it is , 
illogical to rej ect any weapon as lIunnecessaryll. Although comparative\, 
studios cannot be made, it is safe to assume that the enemy-to-friendly, 
casualty ratio would be significantly improved if the infantry commander\ 
had Ontos available to him when enemy ambushes or improved defensive \. 
p0sitions were encounter,cd. 

\ 

(6) Capacity to traverse difficult terrain. Ontos can and will 
become stuck on occaSlon. TfilS 15 inherent in taking any vehicle off the 
highway. Those vmo hesitate to employ it for that reason are most 
probably those 1~1ohave never observed the vehicle in cross-country 
operation. In Operations rOVIA., NEVADA, and (as this is written) WYOHING,' 
the commanders allowed Ontos to operate in link-ups and battalion sweeps. 
To date, no difficulties have been encountered in· cross-country movement. 
Specific capabilities are listed in reference (a).. " 

f ~ Qpr",ratiooal Concepts 

(1) Ontos link-up with heliborne l'orces. 

~EA (~UAHTERS I!. 

o W~ 
ngr TRam J 

/Arty Fe) , 

SANPLE ORGAlUZl\TION 

(REIN) 

T PL.L\.TOON 
ifle 5quad 

Ontosunit remains in Combat Base or other rear area until 

, 

L-hour' or as otherwise directed. Representatives from the unit are \" 
'flown in with each assault battalion. Unit departs by a predetermined 
route to link-up with infantry in vicinity of 1Z. 
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... ~ .. , ~-
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(4) The element of surprise. The helicopter provides a means
of trapping the enemy with no warning. Any overt movement toward the

objective area in advance of L-hour will destroy this element. This is
considered a valid reason to withhold Ontos and other surface transported
support until after launch of the assault force. Once the attack has
commenced, Ontos can effect the link-up within one to three hours anywhere
between Tam Ky and Quang Ngai.

(5) Ontos support unnecessary to accomplishment of mission. The
success of counterguerrilla operations must be measured in terms of losses
inflicted on the enemy compared to friendly casualties, rather than the

seizure of specific objectives. In this quantitative sense, it is
illogical to reject any weapon as "unnecessary". Although comparative
studies cannot be made, it is safe to assume that the enemy-to-friendly
casualty ratio would be significantly improved if the infantry commander
had Ontos available to him when enemy ambushes or improved defensive
positions were encountered.

(6) Capacity to traverse difficult terrain. Ontos can and will
become stuck on occasion. This is inherent in taking any vehicle off the
highway. Those who hesitate to employ it for that reason are most
probably those who have never observed the vehicle in cross-country
operation. In Operations IOWA, NEVADA, and (as this is written) WYOMING,
the commanders allowed Ontos to operate in link-ups and battalion sweeps.
To date, no difficulties have been encountered in cross-country movement.
Specific capabilities are listed in reference (a).

f. Operational Concepts

(1) Ontos link-up with heliborne forces.

SAMPLE ORGANIZATION

(REIN)

AT PLATOON (REIN)HEADQUARTERS

Co HQ
AT PLATOONEngr Team
Rifle SquadArty FO

Ontos unit remains in Combat Base or other rear area until

L-hour; or as otherwise directed. Representatives from the unit are
flown in with each assault battalion. Unit departs by a predetermined
route to link-up with infantry in vicinity of LZ.
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Rate-of march can be expected' ,to be 10-15 miles per hour with, all 
personnel ridihg 0n'Ontos (Each Ontos' can take up to four passengers) 
unless a situation arises "thieh requires infantry to de-ploy. ,Thus, , 
in operations betweGn Tam Ky and Quang Ngai, link-up should be effected 
in from one to threo hours. ' 

In addition toreinforcing'c1ements; it is desirable to have 
overh~ad cover from an armed helicopter. (When the link-up route is 
considered relatively secure, the helicopter cover should be accepted 
in lieu of part or all the infantry. re.inforcements.). 

tip6ri "arrival at the link-up.a:re~depanding upon the terrain and 
situation, the AT Company co~ld retain its reinforcements and provide 
direct fire,·support 'from renoteflanks, or the task -organization could 
be' dissolved' aiIdthe AT units operate in the vicinity of the supported 
infantry ,.mits~: ' , 

'(2)Ontp'sjAPC/Infantry Task Forces. '" ... 

There are two apr;roaches which may be taken informifi8 ,Bllch 
,f'orces~ They may be organized to provide, either a medhaniz:ed heavy 
fire"9ower strike force, cr an inf:mtryjOntos force, usd..rigAPO·Ja, 
primarily as trarisportat:'on for infantry. In either method, the Ontns 
is used in the same manner as a tank, (although much less hQll;-'ti..ly armored 
than a tank). Liaison with the ARVN APC troop located at Quang Ngai 
indicated that they would welcome an opportunity for employment with 
First Marine Division forces. ' 

(a ) Mechaniz,e:l St.rike Force 

',' I.:, ' " 

SANPI,ti:: ORGANIZATION I . 
I , ' 

ICO AT Co 
. CO APC T-raop . 
iEngine"r Team 

I 

J A.T PLATOON' 
·1 .: I APe PLATOON I ,. RIFL~ SQUAD , 

j This force' would be cornriJanded by the OntosCompany Commander" 
ivho w'ould in turn be commanded by the senior infantry commander 
(Regiment Dr Batt.alion). It would be used for massive direct fire" 
support, -for flanking enemy concentrations, establishing blockingforces~ 
maintai~ing contact in pursuit, and as a' mechaniZed reaction force.,. ' 
Both Ontos and APC1s would act in the assault vehicle role, the latter 
vehicles carrying only one fire team each of infantry, and using the 
remainder of the space for operation. of their we,3pons with organic crews. 
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Rate of march can be expected to be 10-15 miles per hour with all
personnel riding on Ontos (Each Ontos can take up to four passengers)
unless a situation arises which requires infantry to deploy. Thus,
in operations between Tam Ky and Quang Ngai, link-up should be effected
in from one to three hours.

In addition to reinforcing elements, it is desirable to have
overhead cover from an armed helicopter. (When the link-up route is
considered relatively secure, the helicopter cover should be accepted
in lieu of part or all the infantry reinforcements.).

Upon arrival at the link-uparea, depending upon the terrain and
situation, the AT Company could retain its reinforcements and provide
direct fire support from remote flanks, or the task organization could
be dissolved and the AT units operate in the vicinity of the supported
infantry units.

(2) Ontos/APC/Infantry Task Forces.

There are two approaches which may be taken in forming such
forces. They may be organized to provide. either a medhanized heavy
firepower strike force, or an infantry/Ontos force, using APC's
primarily as transportation for infantry. In either method, the Ontos
is used in the same manner as a tank (although much less hoovily armored
than a tank). Liaison with the ARVN APC troop located at Quang Ngai
indicated that they would welcome an opportunity for employment with
First Marine Division forces.

(a) Mechanized Strike Force

SAMPLE ORGANIZATION

MADQUARTERS
CO AT Co
CO APC Troop
Engineer Team

AT PLATOON APC PLATOON RIFLE SQUAD

This force would be commanded by the Ontos Company Commander,
who would in turn be commanded by the senior infantry commander
(Regiment or Battalion), It would be used for massive direct fire
support, for flanking enemy concentrations, establishing blocking forces,
maintaining contact in pursuit, and as a mechanized reaction force.
Both Ontos and APC's would act in the assault vehicle role, the latter
vehicles carrying only one fire team each of infantry, and using the
remainder of the space for operation of their weapons with organic crews.
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For this tyPe empbyment, each APe mounts o1feM79 Grenade- llJJ Ilf 1 •• 
pedestal mounted .30 C21. machineguns, ~nd either a shielded ea •• )0 
machinegun or a tW'1n Cal •• 30 Cupola. (Other crmfignrations are 
aV;;l.i1able which include Blmm mortars and 57mm' recoilless rifles org,:m~c 
to ARVN units). 

[Art, Co j 

(b') Infantry/Ontos/APC Force 

BEitDQu !J{TERs 
CO Rifle Co 
CO AT Co 
CO APe Tr08p 

APC Troop 

ThiS, force w:Juld Ce c;)mmandec1 by the infantry Company Commander, 
and would utilize the APC!s ?ri~~rily as transportation for that Company. 
Ontos would acc:Jmpany the force in the role of a tank-like vehicle. 
Fie:;hting would be d:me with infantry dismounted from APC '8. flPC ' s 

of." ~ ,'1-'" ~ r 

could provide limited automatic weapons support. Any conventional 
infantry or tank-infantry missbn y.JQuld be' suitable for this f0rce. \ 

\ 
())Ontos as.Artille~. 

The Ontos has a limited indirect fi.re C',!lpability for H&I 
: orot.her area" .fir6S '-at ranges up to 8000 me'ters. 

(4) Ontos as a i:;en,;:'ral purj)ase vehicle 

The Ontos can be used f'Jr retrieving vlheeled vehicles that 
may bec&me' stuck, as trans~0rtati'Jn for c~mmand reconnaiscance groups 
'Jr p9.trcJls, ':)r as' a very lig!.ted' ,~apaei't,y.;t-e.~'vehicle .. 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

a. Tbat the Ont~s is c{)'pable of providing close supporting fires 
to infantry units anywhere in the coastal plain between Tam Ky and 
Quang, Ngai. 

b. That emplClyment I)f Ontos in fire sUpp0rt missions is mucin 
preferable to usin~ them as CP defense w8:Jpons. 

c. That Ont'Js, operating .. lith Armored Personnel Carriers, can pro\Tide, 
mobile striking; farces that will be useful in counteq"uerrilla operationsl 

, \ 

6. REcm1MEHDED ACTION 

<l.. That. infantry commanders utilize Ontes and APe support in 
counterguerrilla ~perations as suggested in paragraph 4. 
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For this type employment, each APC mounts one M79 Grenade lau
pedestal mounted .30 Cal. machineguns, and either a shielded Cal..50
machinegun or a twin Cal. 30 Cupola. (Other configurations are
available which include 81mm mortars and 57mm recoilless rifles organic
to ARVN units).

(b) Infantry/Ontos/APC Force

HEADQUARTERS
CO Rifle Co
CO AT Co
CO APC Troop

Rifle Co APC TroopAT Co

This force would be commanded by the infantry Company Commander,
and would utilize the APC's primarily as transportation for that Company.
Ontos would accompany the force in the role of a tank-like vehicle.
Fighting would be done with infantry dismounted from APC's. APC's
could provide limited automatic weapons support. Any conventional
infantry or tank-infantry mission would be suitable for this force.

(3) Ontos as Artillery.

The Ontos has a limited indirect fire capability for H&I
or other area fires at ranges up to 8000 meters.

(4) Ontos as a general purpose vehicle

The Ontos can be used for retrieving wheeled vehicles that
may bec6me stuck, as transportation for command reconnaissance groups
or patrols, or as a very ligited capacity resupply vehicle.

5. CONCLUSIONS

a. That the Ontos is capable of providing close supporting fires
to infantry units anywhere in the coastal plain between Tam Ky and

Quang Ngai.

b. That employment of Ontos in fire support missions is much
preferable to using them as CP defense weapons.

C. That Ontos, operating with Armored Personnel Carriers, can provide
mobile striking forces that will be useful in counterguerrilla operations.

6. RECOMMENDED ACTION

a. That infantry commanders utilize Ontos and APC support in
ccunterguerrilla operations as suggested in paragraph 4.
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From: 
To:' 

1st Antitank Battalion 
1st Narlne Division (Rein)" FNF 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 
3:RRT:tjs 
3800 
30 Apr 1966 

Con~anding pfficer, 1st Antitank Battalion 
Commanding General, 1st Harine Division (Rein), FNF 

SUbj: The Effect of Weather, Terrain and Hydrography on Ontos Operations 

Ene1: (1) Tactical Study or Weather, Terrain. and Hydrography 

1. Enclosure (1) has been prepared to provide supported organizations an.d 
subordinate units of this Command with a specific knowledge of vreather, 
terrain and hydrography and the effects of these factors on Ontos operations 
in and ,around the Chu. Lai Combat Base. Ontos going overlays are contained 
in AnneOC A to the basic studlf. This studlf will be ex-pan,de.d 'and updated as 
new intelligence' becomes' available. . 

2. It is felt that the enclosed Study will assist tactical commanders in 
planning the use of Ontos in combat operations. 

Copy to: 
CO JIst }1arines 
CO, 5th Marines 
CO, 7th Harines 
CO, 1st Tank Bn 
CO, 3rd Amtrac Bn 
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- Unclassified when Encl (1) is removed

UNCLASSIFIED
HEADQUARTERS

1st Antitank Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

FPO San Francisco, California 96602
3:RRT:tjs
3800
30 Apr 1966

From: Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subj: The Effect of Weather, Terrain and Hydrography on Ontos Operations

Encl: (1) Tactical Study of Weather, Terrain and Hydrography

1. Enclosure (1) has been prepared to provide supported organizations and
subordinate units of this Command with a specific knowledge of weather,
terrain and hydrography and the effects of these factors on Ontos operations
in and around the Chu Lai Combat Base. Ontos going overlays are contained
in Annex A to the basic study. This study will be expanded and updated as
new intelligence becomes available.

2. It is felt that the enclosed study will assist tactical commanders in
planning the use of Ontos in combat operations.

hurrewater
WALTER MOORE

Copy to:

CO, 1st Marines
CO, 5th Marines
CO, 7th Marines
CO, 1st Tank Bn
CO, 3rd Amtrac Bn
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Headquarters -
lst Antitank Bn (~) 
Chu Lsi, RVN 
281BOOH Apr 66 

• TACTICAL STUDY OF l~iEl\.THER,· TERRAIN t ArID HYDROGRAPHY 

'Ref: (a) 'Map; . Vietnam 1:50,,000 ArIS Series L701.Sheets 6656 I and 
. Ir~ 6657I and II, 6756. I, II, III and IV CJ~D--6~ 

(b) 1st. l1arDiv OpO 301-66 /" J 
(c). CGJ ,)rd ~·fa.rDiv Itr (FQUC). of 7 Apr 1966 .CilPy .•• :z.ot.'/'l2. 

- i}sf AntiTank BI... 
Time Zone : H . '" S & C F11;8S 

,- 1. PURPOSES J'\ND OTHER LIMITING CONSIDERATIONS. Tne purpose of this 

" " 

/ I 
/ 

, 
I 

study is ,to determine the effects of ,weather, terrainJ and 
hydrography on _ Ont.os operdi0':1S in .::.nd around the Chu. Lai Combat 

:_,.Base... The general area considered is th€eollstai plain east and 
. We-At of National Route #l~ between the cities of Tam Ky and Quang 

Ng.:c:':",. The objecti-ve of this study is t,o provide supported .' 
. organizations, and. subordinate units of this Command with a specific 
kno1iTledge of the terrain so that· thefirepm'ler and mobility of the 
On~os C8l1 be .exploited to tre maximum., 

2. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA. 

Climate. The only significMt cli~8.~ic condition" encountered 
in the study area which would materially affect Ontos operations 
is prec:i"pitation~ Consequently, it ~ril1 be discussed here to 

.' the exclusion of all others. ' 

(1) PreCipitation. Tile study area has an average annual rainfall 
of 81 inches~ Approximately ,72 percent of this rainfall 
occurs during the Period from September tr..rough December. 
l1axinrum precipitation,is receiv~d during October and 
November • 

. , (2) Effects of procipitation em antos operations. 

(a) 
. ..... . 

Prime climatic conditions for Ontos operations exist 
from ~1a.rch ):.0 eC'J.:',1.y September. During this period the 

. effect of precipit.ation on Ontos trafficability is 
considered negligible. 

(b) From mid-September t6'~te February antos operations 
ny' be curtailed. It'is during this period'that the 
rainy season and its attendant flooding limits the . 
inherent. ability of the Ontos to travel cross-country. 
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Chu Lai, RVN
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TACTICAL STUDY OF WEATHER, TERRAIN, AND HYDROGRAPHY

Ref: (a) Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6656 I and

II, 6657 I and II, 6756 I, II, III and IV
020-66

(b) 1st MarDiv OpO 301-66
401.10(c). CG, 3rd MarDiv ltr (FOUC) of 7 Apr 1966 Copy

1st AntiTank Bn
S & C FilesTime Zone: H

1. PURPOSES AND OTHER LIMITING CONSIDERATIONS The purpose of this
study is to determine the effects of weather, terrain, and

hydrography on Ontos opérations in and around the Chu Lai Combat
Base. The general area considered is the coastal plain east and
west of National Route #1, between the cities of Tam Ky and Quang

The objective of this study is to provide supported
organizations and subordinate units of this Command with a specific
knowledge of the terrain so that the firepower and mobility of the
Ontos can be exploited to the maximum.

2. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA.

Climate. The only significant climatic condition encountereda.
in the study area which would materially affect Ontos operations
is precipitation. Consequently, it will be discussed here to
the exclusion of all others.

(1) Précipitation. The study area has an average annual rainfall
of 81 inches. Approximately 72 percent of this rainfall
occurs during the period from September through December.
Maximum precipitation is received during October and
November.

(2) Effects of precipitation on Ontos operations.

(a) Prime climatic conditions for Ontos operations exist
from March to early September. During this period the
effect of precipitation on Ontos trafficability is
considered negligible.

(b) From mid-September to late February Ontos operations
may be curtailed. It is during this period that the

rainy season and its attendant flooding limits the
inherent ability of the Ontos to travel cross-country.
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b. Topography. 

(1) Relief and drainage. The study uroa is primnrily a flat 
·coastaI plain, interspersed with isolated hills and ridges 
which huve slopes greater than 20 percent. Dikes in the 
rice fields are generally .6 to l.S meters, high and 2.4 
to J. meter.s .. wid~. ,The cQ?st~ plain is bo~nded on the west 
by an extrt"mely rugged a;"jd ext-ensi ve hill and mountain 
range. Dr.nnage, consists of several small rivers and 
streams .. and irrigation canalsnnd ditches. 

(2) Vegetation. Vegetation in, th'e -m-ea consists' of weiiand rice 
which occupies approximately 90 percent of the cultivated 
land. Trees and scrub brush are scattered throughout the 

0) SurfQ.ce '~::;!t'8riais~' 'Oi1:':theeoastal'plnin' silty sand, sand .. 
'nn~ silty pl~e'rnndomly distributed over l~ered 
coa:rs~ and. fine-gr.:ti.ned soils. 

(h) Effects ,of 1,opography on' Ontos operations. 

(a) Of all the tracked arid wheeled vehicles orgnnic to a 
Ymrine Division, the Ontos,has the greatest capability 
for negotiuting the terrain encountered in the study 
area. Its relatively light weight ?.nd inherent 
mobility allow it to negotiate even the most marginal 
rands as well as travel cross-country in most cases.' 

(b) The following"'WoTrrrtionhas been 'st;.bstdntiated by 
experience and is presented here for information of units 
whose familiarity ~th _t~~ Ontes is limited., , 

fording depth, (max '~/o d~e:p-w'ater..; - - - - - - - - 24in. 
'fordi,ng k~t) " 

, fording de'pth (max with deep,;,;water - - - - -, - - - 60in. 
fording k-i t) 

grade ascending or descending_ - - - - - - - - ~ - 60% 
'_'., . _ ability (Inc'1X). 

vertical obstacle vehicle will - - .. - - ... -- - - 30in. 
,_ climb, (mruc) , 
width -of.' di tch 'vehiclE~' will - - - - - - - - - - _ 56in. 

_, " cross (niroc), . I 

e. ,ll,ydrography and laming beaches. 
. '.. 

'(1) The', c~stline: O'f: ine study ar~~ ab~nds in usable landing 
, beaches. Tab B (Beaches) to Appendix 2 to Annex B to ref 
, ' (b) ,contains an-excellent and exhaustive study of this 

subject and the reader is referred to it for detailed 
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b. Topography.

(1) Relief and drainage. The study area is primarily a flat
coastal plain, interspersed with isolated hills and ridges
which have slopes greater than 20 percent. Dikes in the
rice fields are generally .6 to 1.5 meters high and 2.4
to 3 meters wide. The coastal plain is bounded on the west
by an extremely rugged and extensive hill and mountain
range. Drainage consists of several small rivers and
streams, and irrigation canals and ditches.

(2) Vegetation. Vegetation in the area consists of wetland rice
which occupies approximately 90 percent of the cultivated
land. Trees and scrub brush are scattered throughout the
area.

(3) Surface materials. On the coastal plain silty sand, sand,
and silty clay are randomly distributed over layered
coarse and fine-grained soils.

(h) Effects of topography on Ontos operations.

(a) Of all the tracked and wheeled vehicles organic to a
Marine Division, the Ontos has the greatest capability
for negotiating the terrain encountered in the study
area. Its relatively light weight and inherent
mobility allow it to negotiate even the most marginal
roads as well as travel cross-country in most cases.

(b) The following information has been substantiated by
experience and is presented here for information of units
whose familiarity with the Ontos is limited.

fording depth (max w/o deep-water 24in.-
fording kit)

fording depth (max with deep-water 60in.
fording kit)

grade ascending or descending. 60%
ability (max)

vertical obstacle vehicle will 30in.
climb (max)

width of ditch vehicle will 56in.
cross (max)

C. Hydrography and landing beaches.

(1) The coastline of the study area abounds in usable landing
beaches. Tab B (Beaches) to Appendix 2 to Annex B to ref
(b) contains an excellent and exhaustive study of this
subject and the reader is referred to it for detailed
information.
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(2) Effects o~ hydrography and landing beaches on Ontos operations. 

I • 

(a) The abundnnce ,of usable landing beaches in the study area 
offers th8 tactical co~~ander grent flexibility in 
en:ploying oritos units. The possibility of landing or 
retracting Ontos across the beach should be considered 
QU:'_~I1i; initial operations planning. 

(b) C.onsicleration of Ontos emploYl1l:m't during operation 
. NEVADA :lllus'trates a case' in point. During this 

opera.tion' one Ontos platoon linked-up with the 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Nariries midtmy between National Route 
#1 ~ni the sea. The following day,· 2/7 contirrued their 
Si-wep to the east wi th the Ontos' platoon in Ii direct fire 
.SUPP9rt role. HowevGr, 2/7 received word "that :tJ'ley 
,1!1O:u1c1 be heliliftedou:t later that sa,me ·day. Since 
1,,;.18 Or.i:,os emmot be,helilifted (except by Flying Crane), 
the p),.atoon vms dete.ched ani sent bw.ck to Route #1. 
OOnS(,qL:ently, for' tht; remainder of their sweep,. 2/7 was 
forced to' 9perate wi,thout t~ major . caliber direct fire 
capo.bility the Ontos hadb.e.en providing prior to their 
det2chment. However, retracting the Ontes over the 
bench would have mitigated tho. necessity for premature 
detachment and 2/7 would have retained their fire 
support to the completion of the BattQ1ion mission. 
Retraction of the Ontos platoon across the beach and 

. back to the Combat, Base. could h[\.ve been accomplished .by 
. two LCl\'f-8 t s. . 

. (c) ONTOS-cnrrying cnpabilities of landing cro.ft .•.. 

IC~1;.6 
LCM-8 
LeU (501 class). 
LCU (1466 'ciass) . 
ICU (1610 class) 

2 Ontos 
3 Ontos 

.11 Cntos . 
14 Ontos 
J1 Ontos 

3. 1ITLITARY 1lSPECfS OF TBi' AREA i\~W iW:IR EFFECT ONONTOS OPERl'.TIONS. 

j a~ Observation Drid fields of fire. 

; (1) Gruund observation~ while somewhat restricted by cultl.1ral. 
features' arid hedges, Will not handicap Ontos operations. 
The fe~ isolated hills on the coastal plain offer good 
,observD.tion .when sufficent. vegetation has been cleared 
away from the hill-:-tops. l10ving lll. th the in£' antry; the 
Ontos possesses the cD.pabiHt3T of firing both direct and 
indirect fire miss'i.:):!1S at the :~()r;lmo'nd of observers loc~ted 
Qt vantage points~ 
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(2) Effects of hydrography and landing beaches on Ontos operations.

(a) The abundance of usable landing beaches in the study area
offers the tactical commonder great flexibility in
employing Ontos units. The possibility of landing or

retracting Ontos across the beach should be considered
during initial operations planning.

(b) Consideration of Ontos employment during Operation
NEVADA illustrates a case in point. During this
operation one Ontos platoon linked-up with the 2nd
Battalion, 7th Marines midway between National Route
#1 and the sea. The following day, 2/7 continued their
sweep to the east with the Ontos platoon in à direct fire

support role. However, 2/7 received word that they
would be helilifted out later that same day. Since
the Ontos cannot be helilifted (except by Flying Crane),
the platoon was detached and sent back to Route #1.
Consequently, for the remainder of their sweep, 2/7 was
forced to operate without the major caliber direct fire
capability the Ontos had been providing prior to their
detachment. However, retracting the Ontos over the
beach would have mitigated the necessity for premature
detachment and 2/7 would have retained their fire

support to the completion of the Battalion mission.
Retraction of the Ontos platoon across the beach and
back to the Combat Base could have been accomplished by
two LCM-8's.

(c) ONTOS-carrying capabilities of landing craft.

LCM-6 2 Ontos
LCM-8 3 Ontos
LCU (501 class) 11 Ontos
LCU (1466 class) 14 Ontos
LCU (1610 class) 14 Ontos

3. MILITARY ASPECTS OF THE AREA AND THEIR EFFECT ON ONTOS OPERATIONS.

a. Observation and fields of fire.

(1) Ground observation, while somewhat restricted by cultural
features and hedges, will not handicap Ontos operations.
The few isolated hills on the coastal plain offer good
observation when sufficent vegetation has been cleared
away from the hill-tops. Moving with the infantry, the
Ontos possesses the capability of firing both direct and
indirect fire missions at the command of observers located
at vantage points.
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,; - " (?j~ Th~_, ,Ont6S' {. in,;.~, direct fite.' SJJppqt:!:; ,:r'Qle, ... will hnve fields 
of, fire cqmparable to the. infantry unit it is supporting. 

.. ... ." "~':-~' ·:gil', ,ac.ldition, it' can place' . Clirect major 'cb.liber fire on 
-. -':,hr.rdened enen\Y'point tnrgets"f'rom ~ill' tops and ridgelines • 

, ;. 

• -, . ."1 ' .... . .' • ..,. ~ .. " ~ , . ~ • " .' 

'OJ'Ref. (c) states' that :in 'recent operntions a disproportionate 
numbe:~ (If' friendly' C,:lsualties wer~ iricurred lThcn ¥Jarine 
units were ,taken under final protect~ve line (FPL) fires 

:;": ;'whilo attacking 'fortified hamlets~' 'In.' future operations, 
.: ::'iiherii 'shl1ilar 'circumstnnces are encduntered, the Ontos should 

, : '. be" moved i-nto, firing positions to 'soften enemy emplacements • 
. .. ' . '" . . . . I, ", 

'b. Conc82J..ment ''andcQver. 

'." (i) ·Concealment 'is fair to -good in n1:1 :aroas-'of the coastal plain. 
~ In' "addition; the small and irregular configuration of the 

.. " ". -('.rj:i';o!::'· canbs, easily camouflaged.:'·· ' , 
.. ' "~' :., ,:: 

(2), Cover for the Ontos' is excellent .. "The dikes"of the rice 
. " paddies:, :the sru'lddunes, 'ond t,he rolling terrain all offer 

,:, the' Ontos'hulldefiladofiriilg positions.· . In' addition, the 
:. -hull· of ·the vehi'cle 'offers, the crew: protection from most 

Y',:.'.' , " small nrms. fire. 
0"'., ; '.' .. ' " ... 

c c ,.' Obsto.clos .•.. 1..", ',';', 

0·, • 
::-, '.' r.1 : •.• 

. .',,~ :'"." (1) There ar'e ,Substantial' obstacl('!s, . bo th natural; and man-made, 
which could limit Ontos movement.; However, past experience 
(~S recent as Opera.tion l-.TE;Vl'illA) hn~ proven that, with an 
EnginecrTerun attached to the Ontosuriit~ virtu'ally all 
obstacles can be breached or bypassed. 

(2) The rive~s in the study area present major obstacles to Ontos 
movement. 'Bridging is normally :tequ'ired. The many small 
tribut.:'!.I'ies·that feed into the'se'~'rivors become major 
obstacles durfng the rainy season Dnd immediately afterward 
while flood conditions still exist .. 

" , 
;. ... : .... .... 

,· ... oeoo ... -· ... . 

d. Critical terrain features. In the s~udy area, critical t~rrain 
features are the hill masses .and ridge:,lines which ,are·" -, 
distributed throughout. The Ontos is designed to negotiate this 

.. , ... tyPe' of 'terraiil;' . Thi's': has be~n :borne out in. practice 'many times, 
, ' most recently' on 'Oper,ittion I(Jl!fA when three platoons of Ontos 

moved."iF.tto blocking'positions with the' 2nd Battalion, 4th 
Harineson Hill ',4 'vic BT 397145~ No trails or ronds were 
util~zed to ascend,this45 degree slope. ' 
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(2) The Ontos, in a direct fire support role, will have fields
of fire comparable to the infantry unit it is supporting.
In addition, it can place direct major coliber fire on
hardened enemy point targets from hill tops and ridgelines.

(3) Ref (c) states that in recent operations a disproportionate
number of friendly casualties were incurred when Marine
units were taken under final protective line (FPL) fires
while attacking fortified hamlets. In future operations,
when similar circumstances are encountered, the Ontos should
be moved into firing positions to soften enemy emplacements.

b. Concealment and cover.

(1) Conceälment is fair to good in all Fareas of the coastal plain.
In addition, the small and irregular configuration of the
Oribas can be easily camouflaged.

(2). Cover for the Ontos is excellent. The dikes of the rice
paddies, the sand dunes, and the rolling terrain all offer
the Ontos hull defilade firing positions. In addition, the
hull of the vehicle offers the crew protection from most
small arms fire.

Obstacles.

(1) There are substantial obstacles, both natural and man-made,
which could limit Ontos movement. However, past experience
(as recent as Operation NEVADA) has proven that, with an
Engineer Team attached to the Ontos unit, virtually all
obstacles can be breached or bypassed.

(2) The rivers in the study area present major obstacles to Ontos
movement. Bridging is normally required. The many small
tributories that feed into these rivers become major
obstacles during the rainy season and immediately afterward
while flood conditions still exist.

Critical terrain features. In the study area, critical terraind.
features are the hill masses and ridge lines which are
distributed throughout. The Ontos is designed to negotiate this
type of terrain. This has been borne out in practice many times,
most recently on Operátion IOWA when three platoons of Ontos
moved into blocking positions with the 2nd Battalion, 4th
Marines on Hill 54 vic BT 397145. No trails or roads were
utilized to ascend this 45 degree slope.
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e. Avenues of appronch. A through knowledge of the terrain is an 

obvious requirement in pl~nning any Ontes operations. Imnex A 
(Avenues of Approach) to this study contains Ontos-going overlays 
for the area under consideration. Those not co~Jleted will be 
published separately. JUI overlays will be immediately updated 
as new intelligence becomes available. To this end, it is 
incumbent upon this Battalion to utilize its organic intelligence 
gathering capabilities. Intelligence will be required from 
extern1:.Ll sources also. Infantry units 2nd their attachments 
which h2ve operated in the study area over a period of time 
should be able to provide significant information.. In addition, 
aeriol photographs md route and orea reconnaissance by the AO 
Section of Division G-2 are vital to the;: preparation of an 
accurate and complete stU(~. 
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e. Avenues of approach. A through knowledge of the terrain is an
obvious requirement in planning any Ontos operations. Annex A
(Avenues of Approach) to this study contains Ontos-going overlays
for the area under consideration. Those not completed will be
published separately. All overlays will be immediately updated
as new intelligence becomes available. To this end, it is
incumbent upon this Battalion to utilize its organic intelligence
gathering capabilities. Intelligence will be required from
external sources also. Infantry units and their attachments
which have operated in the study area over a period of time
should be able to provide significant information. In addition,
aerial photographs and route and area reconnaissance by the AO
Section of Division G-2 are vital to the preparation of an
accurate and complete study.
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Annex A (Avenues of Approach) to Tactical Study of Weather, Terrain, 
and Hydrography 

Ref: (a) l1ap: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6656 I and II, 
6657 I and II, 6756 I, II, III and IV 

Time Zone: H 

1. General. Apendices to this Annex are overlays shol-1ing Ontos 
avenues of approach in the study area. For ease of 
reference, the study area has been divided into sub­
sectors designated by color code. 

2. l~:,signation of Sub-Sectors. 

2. Sub-Sector BLUE - The general. area east of National Route #1 
between the Son Tra Bong River and the Song 
Tra Khuc River. 

b. Sub-5ector RED - The general area west of National Route #1 to 
north-south grid line 44; bounded on the north 
by the Son Tra Bong and on the south by the Song 
Tra Khuc. 

c. Sub-Sector GREEN - The general area extending inland approximate~ 
7000 neters lI1est of National Route #1; 
bounded by the Song An Tan River in the 
southeast and the Song Tam Ky River in the 
northvrest. ' 

d. Existing sub-sectors will be extended and new ones designated 
as operations emanating from the Chu Lai Combat Base are 
expanded. 
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1 - Sub~Sector BLUE 

2 - Sub~Sector RED 

3 - Sub-5ector GREEN 
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Annex A (Avenues of Approach) to Tactical Study of Weather, Terrain,
and Hydrography

(a) Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6656 I and II,Ref:

6657 I and II, 6756 I, II, III and IV

Time Zone: H

General. Apendices to this Annex are overlays showing Ontos1.
avenues of approach in the study area. For ease of
reference, the study area has been divided into sub-
sectors designated by color code.

2. Designation of Sub-Sectors:

E. Sub-Sector BLUE - The general area east of National Route #1
between the Son Tra Bong River and the Song
Tra Khuc River.

b. Sub-Sector RED - The general area west of National Route #1 to
north-south grid line 44; bounded on the north
by the Son Tra Bong and on the south by the Song
Tra Khuc.

C. Sub-Sector GREEN - The general area extending inland approximately
7000 meters west of National Route #1;
bounded by the Song An Tan River in the
southeast and the Song Tam Ky River in the
northwest.

d. Existing sub-sectors will be extended and new ones designated
as operations emanating from the Chu Lai Combat Base are
expanded.

moreWalter

WALTER MOORE

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commanding

APPENDIXES:

1 - Sub-Sector BLUE

2 - Sub-Sector RED

3 - Sub-Sector GREEN

CONFIDENTIAL
DISTRIBUTION: Special

(1)
A-1

ENCLOSURE

DECLASSIFIED


