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From: Commanding, Officer, lst Antitank Battalion
Tos Commandino‘General 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF {(Attn: Field Hlstorlan)‘
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Subj: Command Chronology ™
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Encl: (1) Command Chronology -5
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5750

5 ¥ay 1966

CCHAND CHRONCLOGY

1st Antitank Battalion (-}, 1st lMarine Division (Rein), FMF
a. ILocation: Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam

b. Period Covered by Report: 1 - 30 April 1966

¢. Name/Rank of Gommanding Officer, Staff & Chief Subordinates

(1) LtCol W. MOORE Cormanding Officer
Maj R. E, HARRIS Executive Officer

(2) Executive Staff

SSgt. R. L. DODGE 5-1/Adjutant

2nd Lt J. A. LANE 8-2 L
Major A. J. BAGAN 5-3 :
Hajor J. J. KZGFB S-U

(3) Special Staff

1st Lt K, 5. HENDRICKSON Supply Cfficer .

1st Lt D. B. SHIKER Comm~glect Qfficer

2nd Lt J. M. KELLY Motor Transport Officer-

CWO E. A. ANASZEWICZ Ordnance/Maintenance Officer

.

(L4) Subordinate Commanders

Capt ¥W. F. SHYDER - Company Commander, HIS Company
Capt G. R. VAW HORN - Company Commander, Company A (~)(Rein)
Capt J. W. SCHROZDER - Company Commander, Company C

Commander's Narrative Summary of 3ignificant Events

a, Upon its arrival in the Chu Lai Combat Base, the 1lst Antitank

Battalion (-) was assigned the following mission:

MISSION 1st Antitank Battalion (=) provides general support to

the 1st Marine Division in the defense of the Chu Lai Combat Base, and in
unilateral and combined offensive operations as directed, any where in

RVN,

See references (a) and (b).

ENCLOSURT (1)
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b. To accomplish thls m1351on, the Battalion Commander assigned
the following missions to his §Subordinate units:

H&S Company
(1) Establish and defend the Battalion Command Post,

(2) Conduct patrolling and tactical operations as directed
within Battalion sector.

(3) Be prepared to provide, on order, one provisional (strike)
platoon reinforced’ for tactical employment.,

Company & (-)(Rein)

(1) Provide direct support to lst Marines.
(2) Provide support, as required, to Chu Lai Defense Command,

Company C
(1) Provide direct support to 7th Marines.,

(Note) See references (a) and (b).

c. Headquarters, Company A (~)(Rgin) arrived in Chu Lei on 5 April,
Capt. G. R. VAN HORN assumed operaticnal and administrative controlof
the following platoons:

1st Plztoon, Company B, 3rd Antitank Battalion
2nd Platoon, Company B, 3rd Antitank Battalion
3rd Platoon, Company 4, lst Antitank Battalion

(Note) Platoons from 3rd Antitank Battalion were locally redesiignated
1st and 2nd Platcons, Company A, lst Antitank Battalion, See
references (c) and (d).

de On 6 April Capt. J. W, SCHROEDER, CO, H&S Company assumed
command of Company C, lst Antitank Battalion from Capt. W. . SNYDER.

Ca gt SW%D%R was reasq1gned as CO, H&S Company. See references (e),
and (g

e. During the period 8§ - 9 April, Company A (-)(Rein) participated

%n)Operation IOWA in support of the lst Marines. See references (d) and
h).

2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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f. Company C supported the Tth Marines on Cperation [TEVADA during
the period 12 = 15 April inclusive. See references (f} and (i).

gs 2nd Platoon, Company B, 1lst Antitank Battalion arrived at Chu
Tai on 14 April 1966. Upon arrival the BLT was dissolved and the
platoon CHOP to Company A (-)}(Rein). The platoon was locally
redesignated Lith Platoon, Company L. Sce references (d) and (j).

h. 1stlt. T. F. DEMPSEY, Battalion S-1/Adjutant was reassigned as
S-L& on 17 fpril 1966. SSgt. R. L. DODGE was assigned as S-1/Adjutant,
See reference (1).

i, Company C, participated in Operation HOT SPRINGS in support of the
7Tth Marines during the pericd 20 - 22 April 1966, See references (f)
and (k).

je On 25 April, 2nd Platoon, Company C participated in an ARVN
victory parade in Quang Ngai City to celebrate the success of
Operation HOT SFRINGS. See references (f) and (m).

ke Company A (-)(Rein) supported the lst lMarines in Qperation
WYOMING doring the period 26 - 30 April. See references (d) and (n).

1. Battalion Operation Order 301-66, in support of 1lst Marine
Division Qperation Qrder 301-66, was published on 27 April 1966, See
reference (b).

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events

as Tactical Employment of Antitank Units. A study entitled
"Employment of OntosM was prepared to familliarize higher and adjacent
units with the Battalion Commander's recommendations for utilization
of the Ontos in operations emanatinz from the Chu Lai Combat Base. It
is enclosed as Tab L to Appendix 2 to this Command Chronolozy.

bs Intelligence, A& study was prepared to provide supported
organizations and subordinate wnits of this command with a specific
knowledge of weather, terrain and hydrography and the effects of {these
factors on Ontos operations in and around the Chu Lai Combat Base.
See Tab 11 to Appendix 2 to this Command Chronoclogy.

BICLOSTRS (1)
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c. The following Marines of this Command were awarded the Purple
Heart Medal for wounds received on combat operations in the Republic

of Vietnam.

Company A (-)(Rein)

PFC A. HERNANDZEZ, 21587L9
PFC T. J. CRAIG, 2103095

Comoariy C

Sgte Co Ho BIGGS, 186h06u
I0pl. S. J. HULLINS, 2037537
FFC 5. A. VETRO, 21hhh26
ICpl. N. R. STEPSKI, 1993318
FFC D, E. STCUT, 210868%

ENCLOSURE (1)
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éﬁggg%&gg%'Eﬁgg%lo£9gg§erences) to lst Antitank Battaliop (-) Command
1. The following references apply to paragraph 2 (Commanders Narrative
Summary of Significant.Events) of this Command Chronclogy.

Ref: (&) 1st Marine Division (Rein) Operation Order 301~-66

(b) 1st Antitank Battalion (~) Operations Order 301-66

(c) lst Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #1

(d) Company A (-)(Rein) Command Chronology

(e) lst Antitank Battalion (=) STTREP #2

(f) Company C Command Chronology

(g) Battalion Special Order 26-66

(h) Company A (~)(Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report
for Operation ICWA

(1) 1st Antitank Battelion (=) Combat Operations After Action
Report for Operation NEVADA

(j) 1st Antitank Battalion SITREP #10

(k) Company C Combat Operations After Action Report for Operation
HOT SPRINGS

(1) Battalion Special Order 39-66

(m) 1st Antitank Battalion (~) SITREP #19

(n) Company A (=)(Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report
for Operation WYOMING
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Appendix 2 2Documentat10n) to 1lst Antitank Battalion (-) Command
Chronology (April 1966)

1. Documentation for the lsit Antitank Battalion Command Chronology for
the period 1 - 30 April 1966 is provided by the Tabs to this appendix.

TABS

A~ 1st Antitank Battalion (=) Operations Order 301-66
B “1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #1, s
C ~Company A (=)(Rein) Command Chronology, .o @ ¢ ¢

D ~Company C, Command Chronology, V-9
E - Company Iy (-)(Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report for

Operation IOWA
F v 1st Antitank Battalion (=) Combat Operations After Action Report

for Operation NEVADA
G -1st Antitenk Battalion SITREP #10, /7
H - Company C Combat Operations After Action Report for Operation HOT SPRINGS
I -1st Antitank Battalion (-) SITREP #19
J - Company A (-)(Rein) Combat Operations After Action Report for

Operation WYOMING
K -Study: Employment of Ontos
L-Study: The Effect of Weather, Terrain and Hydrography on Ontos Operations

DVECLAEIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

e

v

S & C LO
Task Orgam.zatlon. é@p L G NO, ﬁo?

T T -

('

e A Gog;! coples
o o ' : 1s titamR B‘Efalion!

'CHU LAI, Republic of-Vietnam

271200 upr 1966

'Operation Order 301 - 66

ef: (a) MAPS: Indochina and Thailand, Series L 509, Scale 1:250, OOO
£MS Series L 701, Seale 1:50,000
(b) BnO 3L80.1 - (Operatlonal Renorts\ ‘

-4&;_..

15t Antltank Battal:.on Q LtCol MOORE
Co A (= )(Hein) : Capt VAN HORN

- 3d P1t, Co 4; 1st AT Bn

- 24 P1%, Co B, 1st AT Bn . . .
© Ist Plt "Co B 34 AT Bn

h " 2d Plt, Co B, 3d AT Bn’

Go a .  w-mr . T L f'icabﬁ' SCHRQEDER
1. SITUATION, ‘

3. vEnﬂmx forces. See Annex A’ (In’eelllgence) » current ISUT/B angd PIR.a;.
. be Frlendly forres '

H

<+

(l) Annex B (Operatlon Overlay)

(2) 1st Marine Division (Rein) defends base facxlltles in
assigned TAOR; defends other installations as directed; K
conducts unllateral offensive operations within TAORg E

s

and executes offensive oneratlons with. RVNAF as directed © {-:\\\
S ) [N

in RVN,

“o(3) 1st thinéé/?fﬁ ﬁéfihes maintain reconnaissance screéns, S
‘ conduct unilateral offensive operations, and occupy and

defend their assigned sectors of the TAOR; conduct coordimated\

offensive operations in Division TAOR as directed .prepare -
to -provide resérve/reaction forces as directed.

(h) Chu'Lai Defense Command defénds aséigned vitéi'area'sector;»"
(5) 1st Reconnaissance Battalion (-) corducts unilateral re-

connaissance operations in assigned sectors
other reconnaissance missions as' directeds

DECLASSIFIED
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SECRET - ‘

= (6) 1st Tank Battalion (-) is in general support of 1st
. ‘Marine Division.

(7) 1st Engineer Battallon ( ) is in genural support. of 1st
- Marine Division.

(8) Artillery
(a) 1st Bn(- )(Rem) 11th Mar DS 1st Marlnes.
(b) 3d Bn 11th Mar DS 7th Marines.
(c) th Bn (-)(Rein) 11th Mer GS 1st Marine Divi'sio};, |

2. MISSION. First Antitank Battalion (=) provides general support
to the First Marine Division in the defense of the Chu Lai Cormbat Base,
and in unilateral and combined offensive operations as directed, any-
where in RVN,.

3. EXECUTION, o | ™

a. Concept of Operation. One antitarnk company in direct support \
- of cach infantry regiment; antitank support to Chu Lai Defense = ¢
Command as required. Defend assigned battalion sector, and B
conduct unilateral patrolling and tactical operations therein;-
. provide provisional (strike) forces as directed. See Annex B
(Operation Overlay),

b’f H&S Co ('—).’
(1) Lstoblish an:l defend Battalion commnd pest,

(2) Concuct patrolling and tactical operations as dirccited
within Battalion sactore

(3) Be prepared to provide on order, one provisional (strlke)
* "platoon (reinforced) fer tactical omployment§

P

IR Gg A (=)(Rein),

(1) Provide direct support to First Marines..

W

(2) Provide support, as required, to Chu Lai Defense Command.

ds Co C.

(1) Provide direct support to 7th Marines.

e, Coordinating Instructions,

{1) See Amnex C (Rules of Engagement),

(2) Dcfense readiness conditions and MAC V Security condltlons.
Annex D (Alert Postures/Defense). :

\(3‘“§egqg§§' See Peferenée,(b).
. ‘\ g:i 5&
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(L) Operations will be conducted so as to minimize non-
combatant casualties and damage to civilian property.

L. ADMENISTRATION AND LOGISTICS., Administrative Order 301-66 ,

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATION - ELECTRONIGS,

a, Command Posts, Units report changes when they occur.

1st AT Bn(-) BT 512040
. Co & (=)(Rein) BT 531089
Co C BT 547016 -

b, Amnex G (Commmnication = Electronics),

* AGKNOWLEDGE RECEIPE,

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MOOREt‘\
\.,

\
<

\v,,¢Z4A,4? L (é;{d/bﬂdd

ROBERT E. HARRIS
Major UsS. Marine Corps
Executive Officer

A'Inielligenmmn {to be issued)
&%a%mmOwﬂw 3

C~Rules of Engagemen% {te be issued)
DeAlert Posturesy/Defense {to be issued)
: ngloﬁumnica'bions—Electronics
F-—bigtribution :

DISTRIBUIION: Amex F (Distribution)

-

e
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- Copy no,___of copies
. 1st.Antitank Battalion
:/ CHU IAI,Republic of Vietnam
. 271200 Apr 1966

Annex E (Commurtcatlons-Electronlcs) to Operatlon Order 301—66

0 Ref: (a) Divo 20001
' () Div0 ©2000,2
(c) Div0 2302,1
(d) BnO P2000,2

Time Zone: H N T e

1, SITUATION.. . @' . - - «o' '« =

wis  de Enemy forces.

(1) See Annex B (Intelllgence) to Operatlon,Order 301.66

(2) The enemy has employed and.w1ll contlnue to‘employ,
monitaring, imitative deception and make~shift jamming. .

(3) The enemy will contimue to harrass communications
systems by destroying communication fac111t1es and
disrupting metalllc llnes.f

be. Friendly forces,

(1) See Operatlon Order 301_55

(2) Command posts -

1st AT Bn Vicinity of Grid coordinate BT 5120b0
-Co A'lst AT Bn - 'Vieinity of Grid  eoordinste BT Sﬂ
Co C 1st AT Bn - Vicinity of-Grid. coordimate BT 547016
o ' MISSION. ‘Communication. elements plan for and irnsball, operate

and.maln{aln continuous and reliable communications systems to support
1st .Antitank Battallon ( ) concepts of" operatlons.

3 EXECUIION.

. ;7 i e et e

v é;; Concept of Operatlonso See basic order aﬁthnnex B (Operation
‘Overlay)s - ‘ Sl AR

" be CommnicationElectronic Concepts. -

(1) Fo provide communication. support to- ground or amphibious

i - operations,
| ?
o ﬂﬂ fﬁj B T
P ani =1 M Laffiadie
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(2) Commmication-electronic systems are installed with -
‘semi~-fixed facilities, Wire is the primary means of -
communications- reinferced by radio, messenger and

- visual means, The facilities systems includs:
(2) Battalion Communication Center,
(b) Battalion Telephone System,
(¢) Battalion circuits.

(9) Visual system.See reference (a).

c; Communication Platoon, lst Antitank Battalionm.

(1) Install, operate and maintain in accordance with reference
(a), (bS and (d) the following systems and facilities.

(a) Battalion Cemmunication Center, . FK
(b) Battalion Tclephone System, . B
(c¢) Battalion Circuits,

(2) Establish systems and procedures to restore systems and
to maintain circuit quality,

d. Coordinating instructions.

(1) Communication procedures in accordance with references
(a), (b), (d) and effective ACP!'s JANAP's, III MAF and
USMACV directivese.

-(2) Companies coordinate with units supported for Cetailed
instructions concerning Communications,

(3) Trouble shooting teams will coordinate with the Headquarters
. Commandant before leaving the area and must be constantly
on the alert to prevent equipment and personnel damage
due to mines; booby-traps and ambushes,
(4) Battalion will provide low level cryptographic support
(operational , numerical and recognition codes and
authentication tables) during operations,

(5) Radio Frequencies, See Appendix 1 (Radio Frequencies)..
| @ISSTTOND

Lo ADMINISTRATTON AND LOGISTICS.

a, See Administrative Order 301-66,

DECLASSIFIED
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b. Maintenance, Every effort will be taken to meintain
- equipment off deadline and ready for immedicte use.
1lst echelon maintenance must be done properly,

(1) Aa11 deadline'equipment will be brought to the Battalion
Radio Hepair Shops

(2) Float items will be ulitized whenever possibles
(3) FL@=B provides direct support during tactical operationé.
BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MOORE:
'/25£;” qréggj,/ 5 |
" R, E, HARRIS
Major, U, S. Marine Corps

Ixecutive Officer
APPEDﬁ)DC:

1-Radio Frequencies

* DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution ) to Operation Order 301-66

=
=
=
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1st Antitank Battalion
CHU IAT, Republic of Vietnam
271200 Arw 1966

Appendix 1 (Radio Frequencies) to Amnex E (Communication-Electronics)
to Operational Order 301-66

Ref':

Time Z

Di'V'O 0200 ) 1

one:s H

1. Radio Frequencies for lst Antitank Battalion.

Qe

[

Ce

de

Battalion Headquarters,

(1) Battation Command Net

(2) Battalion Tactical Net

Company A

(1) Co A Command Net
(2) 1st Plstoon

(3) 2nd Platoon

(L) 3@ Platoon
Company B.

(1) 2nd Plstoon
Compary G,

(1) Co C Command :Net
(2) 1st Plztoon

(3) 2nd Platoon

(L) 3rd Platoon

26.8MC M 292
24.8MC M 280
20§3MC M 257
26,6MC M 290
25,6MC M 285
22,00 M 265
23,0MC M 271
23.8MC M 275
25.LMe M 28l
20,0MC M 25)
22.8MC M 270
BY COMMND OF LIFUTENANT COLONEL MOORE:
s
Bs E. HARRIS

Major, U, Se Morine Corps
Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTION: Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66

E-1-2
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1st AntiTank Battaliop

Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam
271200 Apr 1966

Anmex P (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66

Ref: Nonee

Time Zone: H

ca,
coj,
co,
co,
co,
co,
co,

co,

© Organization

1st ﬁarine Division (Rein), FMF
Chu Lai Defense Command

1st Marine Regiment

Sth Marine Regiment

7th Marine Regiment

Company A, 1st AT Bn

Company B, lst AT Bn

Company C, lst AT Bn

EY COMMAID OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL MOORE: o

R. E., HARRIS

@

s

Mumber of Coples

(2)
eh)
@

)
1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

Major, U. 5, Marine Corps

Executive Officer

DISTRIBUTICN: Annex F (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-66
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

From:

To:

HEADQUARTERS

,,,,,,

1st Antitank Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FIMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

Commanding Officer, 1lst Antitank Battalion

3:AJEtbey
5 Apr 1966

Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Subj: SITREP 1 for period 050001H to 052LOOH

1.

DS

2.

3.

BT

to

UNIT OPERATIONS

a. Company A - Two platoons DS Chu Lai Defense Command. One platoon

2nd Battalion, lLth Marines.
b, Company C -~ DS 7th Marines,

TOTAL CASUALTIES

a. Friendly = none,
b. Enemy - N0NEq

¢e Captured Equipment - none,

ARTILLERY BOXSCORE

Type Weapon Ne. of Missions

None

RECAP OF OPERATICNS

Unit Supported

a. Battalion Headgquarters: CP location BT 54fOLT; Forward CP location

512040,

b, H&S Company conducted limited techmiical inspections of all Ontos

participate in Cperaticn ICWA,

c. Company A - CP location BT 531089, Company Headquarters (C.O.

Capt G. R, VANHCRN) arrived Chu Lai this date two platoons DS Chu Lai
Defense Command manning positions as follows:

TAS B

DECLASSIFIED
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One light section at BT 529079; One heavy section at BI 528111; One
light section at BT 52L091; One platoon DS 2/k at BT 168068 (Hill 69).

d., Company C - CP location BT 5L7016. One light section in support
of B - 1/7 at BT 605995; One heavy section in support of C -~ 1/7 BS 5889613
One heavy section in support of F - 2/7 at BT L95036; One light section
in support of 2/7 CP at BT 50L030; One light section in support of L - 3/7
at BS 549996,

5. CONTACT REPORT. None.

6. RECAP OF BATTALION PLANS

a, First Antitank Battalion will support the First Marines in Operation
I0WA with one antitank company (Co.A) in direct support. The concept of
operation contemplates using Ontos in a 2000 yard blociting position on the
first day, and in direct support of search and destroy sweeps the second
day., During the next 2L hour period, the Company Commander will conduct
an aerial reconnaissance of the objective area., Members of the Battalion
Staff will assist the Company Commander in coordination and planning for
the operation. The H&S Company will continue LTI's and refurbishing of
platoons to participate in operation IOWA, During the mext 2L hour
period, the Company will remain DS to lst Marines and Chu Lai Defense Cormand.

b. Company C, First Antitank Battalion will continue in direct support
of the 7th Marines. Command of Co, C will change hands during the next
2l hour period. Capt. J.W:; SCHROEDER will assume command from Capt. W.F,
SWYDER, whe will be reassigned as H&S Co. Commander. The incoming Company
Commander will participate with cne AT platoon Commander in a 3/7 foot
route reconnaissance patrol on the North side of the Tra Bong river from
Route One West to vertical grid line 58, in preparation for future 3/7
operations in that area,

cs On 6 March 1966, the Battalion Commander will confer with 7th
Marines relative to Ontos employment in a future Tth Marines operation

and continue assisting the lst Marines in their plenning and coordination
of Antitank Battalion support for Operation ICWA

WALTER MOORE

FOR CFFICIAL USE ONLY
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18 Grpnwtim Beta, {ncinding attechnents,
2« A% the beginning of thcmpcrtingpaﬁeﬂthocmuﬂs Lo m
&% Chu 1lei, Viet Nam. it that time the company was sompossd of Company
Headgunrters aud thres (rtos platoonss On 1l4ipréé joined the 2und plateon,
CaB, st Mﬁiﬁﬁk&: from dud Battalion, S5th Maxines. No attechmonuts.
be Fefiod Covered: - Shpr-30AprSé |
+ Namo/Bark of Gmmh.ng m‘ﬁear- ~ Captain G. E. Vluium

ds Average nemimy prergth during period:

' Uﬂﬁe : HYVY
Uffieers 4 - 0
Bnlisted 00 1

2, Sequential llating of significent events as they related $u3
Fersoanels the parscanel situation remained the ‘wana during the

be Opoxration: the gempayny Nﬁieimw in emutima "I(m" period
et B=3Apw66 and operation TWIMING® poricd of 26-30Apré6. N

Shpréb .Cmpnw headquarters srrived (it Lal and moved into C
B, 34ATBn ares. mﬂiﬂﬂm Joined from CoB,; 5&&?&1 lﬁt’ and
and 31'(1 Platoons.

BAprés cmm headquarters with 2nd spd 3pd platocas participatcd
‘ in oparation "IGMAY 1st piatoon $n B/S of Chm lai Defense
Command.»

. 14npré6 - Joined from HASCo 2/5, 2nipls, CoB, lst.2Pn. |

204 prbb l.ttuk by five with MG and STHM & ponition marned by 2ndpit

: Coay lut Thn. In defense of the plitoon's pesitions M CRAIC
snf PFC HiRE.NORZ were wounded. 590 CHAIG xeceived gm-hot ‘
wound. P?c HEXEARDEZ mo:hml ghell {rsg wound.

26 Company hmdqnwm and the lat, 2nd & 4th plsteons partict-

pate poted io opsrstiom "WYOMING", 3rd pnmm in Bfs of Chn 1ad
Dafense Cowmand.

ERGLUSURE (1)
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COMPANY "CH
lst Antitenk Battalien
1s% Marine Divisien (Rein), PP
FPO San FPranoisce, Califernia 96662
JWs/xdd
3,50
3 May 1966

Fren; Cemsmanding 0fficer
Tos Cesmending Officexr, lst Antitank Battalien (Attm: S-3)

3udjs Cemmeni (hrenclogy
Befs (=) a0 3480.1
Eacl: (1).0ommand Chrenslegy

1. In eocerdance with the previsions of reference (a) enolesure (1) is
'u.itMv

Je W+ SCHROEDER

TA® V
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COMUND CRACNOLCOY
3} Qrginisstional Data
a. locations
(1) Cempany Headquartera M 547606
(2) 1at Platecn ” 584016
(3) 2nd Plateen X 509028
(4) 3ré Platen - B8 542936

. Peried covered hy repert is 1 April 1966 tarough 30 April 1966.
¢. Osamanding Offieer is J. . 3GBBuEp,E§, Capt.

let Sergesnt L. L. smnsﬁéoﬁ, lstdgt

Platoon Oesmuander lltPlt H. T# mmn', lstls

PlatBon Cemmander wlt H. a CONROLLY, ls4Ls

Platoon Cemmander Wlt D. R WEST, latls
d. Osmnander's um:.uw of glmﬂ.mt Events.

of ompmny “C", lat Antitank !&cmm.

12 Apré6es OQompeny "@" {~) (Redn) with foux entes from cunny A" moved %o

the field with the T¢h e Regiment on Operation "Heveda" and en 15Apreé
returned fren operatien ADA" o

174prébsPresented ’thm Purple Hearts te:
Lance Cexrperal STEM'SKI, N. R. 19933186
Lanoe Cerpezal STOUT, D. B. 2108658

Frivate Firet Qlass YETRO, J. A. JE W‘

20Apr66r OCom psny Headquarters departed en (peration "Hot Springs”.

22apr66; Company Headquarters returned from Operatien "Hed 3pringa".

254p266: 2nd Flatten participated in a parade at Juang Nga, in
addtien twe mon were ewarded rPurpls Hearts Wy the Battalion Commanders
they were Sezgeant BIGGS and L&abe Cerporsl MULLINS.

& Detailed Descoription of Significan$ Rvents see sfter asotion report
from Operaticn "Nevada" and "Hot Springa" alse see daily sitreps.

A ESCLOSUR: (1)

e
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T 1st Antitank Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
GRV:joc
3500
13 April 1966

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commanding Officer, lst Antitank Battallon
Subj: After Operations Report; Submission of
Ref: (a) BnO 3500.1A

1. In accordance with reference (a), the following report is hereby
submitted.

= N/A
b. Neme of nickname of operation, location, inclusive dates,

Ky Chang Village, Ly Tin District, Quang Tin Province, Operation IOWA,
vicinity Hill 54 to Ong Bo Bridge, 080660H to 091030H April 1966.

c. Identification of the command requiring the operation. RLT=-1l,

d. Units conducting the operation, major supporting units,

1st Marines (-) MAG 12

2nd Battalion, lith Marines MAG 36

3rd Battalion, lst Marines NGF Support Unit
CofA, 1st AT Bn (-) 1st Engineer Bn (-)

1lst Battalion (~){(Rein) 1lth Marines 1lst Shore Party Bn (-)

es Type and duration of combat condition in the operation. This
was a sweep and destroy mission during the full period of the operation,

f. Number and type of major items of equipment employment in the
operation,

15 M50A1 Ontos 1 My22 Mighty Mite
1 MRC 36 Radio Jeep 1 M62 Wrecker
3 M37 3/L Ton Truck ' 1 MIO7 Water Trailer

g. Ammnition/ordnance expended. tnne.

he Scope of aggressor participation. Suspected VC

TAG
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3500

je Narrative Summary

(1) CoA, 1st AT Bn was in D/S of the lst Merine Regiment. At
030580 CoA escorted the lst Marine motor convoy to Hill #8) at BT
397145, 2nd plt of Cob and 2nd plt of CoC were placed in D/S of Foxtrot
2/L with the 3rd plt Coh in D/S of Echo Co 2/L. At 081500 Echo Co
pulled back to Hill 5 and 3/1 took up their position. At 08183073/1
was pulled out of the operation and the 3rd plt was placed in general
support of the Regt and were integrated into the defense of the CP,
During the night the situation remained static and at 090700 2/L
jumped off from their position on Hill Sl to sweep in a southeasterly
direction parallel to Highway #1. 2nd plt wes in direct support of
Foxtrot Co the leading element with the 3rd plt and a heavy section
from 2nd plt CoC in D/S of Echo Co in trace. The light section of
2nd plt CoC was part of CoA motorized convoy escorts The operation
secured at 091000 at the Ong Bo Bridge. This was the lst time in
the history of the AT Bn that a company was utilized as a company in a
combat sitwation

G+ R VANHORN

Copy to:
C0, 1st Marines

[
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R - . HEADQUARTERS
Lo 1st Antitank Battalion :
- . Ist Merine Division (Rein) FI¥
_FPO San F:farclsoo, L.luor'r ia OhoOZ AR
R B “'33AJEst Js

O/ 7“@,; 5‘&’10 i D
al 000 ~» .."w“., 25 Apr 1966
st AnuTank Bn.
- ~-8 & C-Flles -
From: Commanding Officer
Tos _'~Ccpmand1ng Officery 7t ia.an Reglmert

de

SubjfiMCombat 0pera o"s Aftvr-Act¢on deporu.v Operatlon."NEVADA“ B f""
Ref: (a) DivO 310C 1B E |
l.t'Gode Ndne., Dperaulqn NE /uﬂh (Seer ﬂféﬁ&'DéStfénypéfatidn);j

-

é,"Date of Onerataon. 12070 H - El OH’ﬁnréé

3q 'Locatlon,{.Quang.ani'Prov1ﬁc, F N,AMap Sheets 6756 ‘I and IV PR,
e Control or Command Ee quudrtul,? 7ti Marlne Reglment, Colonel E. H.
HAFFETS :

-

AR e ¢

<. ash Urgaﬂlaatlon.

quto J w. scmaomm

LA

' Cun;pv.ny C ( ) iy AT.
‘ ,Headqualtors

“1st Platoon (£ )(Rem), Go G N 5 Letly BT SEHMTET
2nq F”atoon, CoC v L “h,7'f lstht H«J, CONNOLL'
¥ ﬂupnortlgg Forges. . Detachuent of C Cnmparv 1st hnﬂlneers, Formard
Observer, htan, ith N;rlnea} 3d Plauoor E-2 7. o »__3_. ‘.;

7, Inte"lponse°p uew 7th Hbrined ISBM perualnlng to ‘Oper atlon NEVADA

8. Concepu of” Oberatlons'" Tiie Comme nd&nr Officer of the lst’ Ahtltank

Battalion diracted. bompuny C to provide direct support to the 7th Mdrlne
*ﬁlRegwﬁLnLa €0 Compesg 1 .- rece;ved verbal orders at 1lO9OGH LA approximately

11110CH Gempdny €. reeg *vgd its alert and orepdrdtlons for operation . “if

NEVADA began. InltlaJ qlgqnﬁnts detall 'd" one- p;atoon of Ortos to: escort -

3/11 o Mai Vﬁ and one’ L&bOOn nf Oritos to escort the Pfglmertal Headquarters

and Landing Support Convoy to Qu: ng ﬂg11, After the initial. destination’

was reached further a551gnmcnus of Ontcs wnits would bé  directed from-the

Tth Marine HQ. . -

"_;”9a-§Executlon. E

N o

st

“a an‘ fD"‘D zo o

s b (l) At - 120605 fhe Companv héadquarter and 2nd Platoon departed
‘the Chu Lai ucﬂbat Dasky ~AY OTDZ iNe convoy readiicd Tl Vo and 3/1 set ine

DECLASSIFIED
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' 25 Apr 1966 ' :

The Ontos platoon set up uecurlty DOblﬁlonS around th” artillery positions.
&% 12103CH a.light section of the. second platoon writh .a security clement
of compary headquarters conducted an overland recomnaissance 2s BS635837
for 90551ble Jink-~up with the heic 1ifted elements, It was noted that
ARVN personnel carriers had been ghrough the area somc months earlier,

that the road going to the units was wide enough and thut the surrounding
rice paddies were vasically dry,making by-passes readily spailable if :
needed, S e . }

: \
{2) At 120700, the st platoon with five ontos departed the Chu \__
Lai Combat Base gscorting the 7th Marine Peadquarters and.the Landing . .
Suppert &rea ehiclés., The convoy arrived at the Quang Ngai area ap< i
proximately 150830 withont incident. e e \
(3) & helicopter reconnaissance of a route to 2/7 p051t10ns was \\
condiicted at 121700H, It was noted that many deﬁpyw1de altches, walls”

and other tracked vehicle obstacles had been. construgbed along. Lhe;prqposed
route from: BSéSOBhl to BS6878L5. It was also noted that the AKVN
persomnel carriers had stopped their advance, at - BS66UBL2, However, it was
felt that with some bridging moterial and’ enplneer support the route

could be traversaa b bJ pass1ng and bw1dg;ng.

b, D plus 1. Company C (two pla toons) w1th Bd platoon ﬂ~2/7,
detachment cf © Co Enginecers and a Forward suserver from 2/7 departed
131030H,Bhe 11nk~uw force depa ted the SR at B3S628837 and proceedss
easte , At 131thH the 1st platoon was detached to escort approx1mabe ly
30 rcfuaceu to the MSR and return to the Tth Marine CP for further:

31gnment. At 1610 the link-up was effected with 2/7 and resupply and
rofuelins wes conducted with helicopters.. At 132000H thé 2nd platoon
was attached té 2/7 for operations and the lst- platoon was placbd in
‘direct support’ of 3/11 for security.of that unit's firing p051tlonr,

- D olus 2. The 2nd, Dlatoon moved out w1th one SpCblOn in support |
of H Companj and one heavy ‘secticn in supﬂort of G Company. At 1h0915H 4

after the Ontos had passed the cheko point of the blown bridges at - \
"BS 6958L5, the fntos were detached irom 2/7 ‘and dirccted to return to . '

uhe Ttb Murlng uP bcc ause of antlclpated helo 11ft of 2/7.

o de D Elus 3.,_*0 the completlon of tue Opur:t on,one platoon of

" 'Ontos romained in direct support of 3/11 and one platcen provided adaltlonal
. Security for the Yth Jwrlnc CP The- Company Hex dquarters and the 1st

' ‘Platoon Secured from operation NEVADA won onder &t .18I15%5H...

The . Ontos gscorted convoys back to thc Chu Lai ComO“t Base as.they were
vsccured irom “the operatlon.;\”n

10, Administrative Matters

a, Supplies: Logistical uupport Area was at Quang Ngal, "No difficulties
were experienced, s E

.. Maintenance: 1st and 2nd echelon m3¢qtcnance comnon., Ordnance,
ﬂaﬁow Jrancpertﬁ. and Onuos "@re a°1f contajncd No dlfflcgluieSgwere

: eypurienced. : .
et ’*m ‘-\” |

N B
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5510
25 Apr 1966

Ce Treatment of casualtiess A Corpsman was available in the
Company Headgquarters, A U e '

d. Transpertation: Orgapic transéo;tatibn was used to displace
and resupply except when the link-up was effected.

e, Communications:

| (1) Comment. Organic Communications were very bad. Commnication
and resupply requests were made through the 7th Marines channels,

I

(2) Recommendations & actlon taken, Conduct a thorough in-

.spectlon of equipment and instruct cperators on maintenance and procedures.

This is being done with thé a551stance of the 1st Antitank Battalion
Cormuinications Platoons

fa Médical Evacuation: No comment

11, Special tools and technigques: Two 3WX12"X12!' planks were strapped
to each of three Ontos in each platoon to be used to bridge the tank
traps encountereds It worked very effectively once mastereds However,
on the way out demcliti.ns were used as an expedients It was very
effective and much less time consumings

12. Recommendaﬁion:

That the Ontos be used more extensively as a direct fire support
assault weapon (i.e. as a@ank)during the dry season, Trafficability
is excellent, and/ohly a small amount of infantry and engineér support
would be required during an cverland move to link~up with helicopter
borne infantry forces,

WALTER MOCRE
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
3:AJE:t]s
1L Apr 1966

. From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, First Marine Division

Subj: SITREP 10 for period 1L40OO1H to 1L2L00H

1., Unit Operations

a. One reinforced provisional platoon still opcon 7th Marines for
defense of FEBA. (25 men from Co A, 25 men and 1 officer from H&S Co.)

be Co A remains DS 1lst Marines and Chu Lai Defense Command.
ce Co C remains opcon 7th Marines for Ooeration NEVADA,

2. Total Casualties

a. none
be nONe

3« Artillery Boxscore = No Missions

L. Recap of Battalion Operations

a, No contacts reported to this headquarters by provisional platoon,

© be. Co A, One light section of Ontos returned from Hill 5l (BT 3951L5)
where they had provided local security for H/2/l; for two days. The section
rejoined its platoon at Hill 69 (BT L68068) where they assumed DS of 2nd
Battalion, 5th Marines. One platoon remains DS Chu Lai defense Command,
One platoon opcon Co C with Operation NEVADA, The newly arvived platoon,
Co B, 1st AT Bn was locally redesignated Lth Platoon, Co A,

cce Co Co (Operation NEVADA), First Platoon remained DS 3/11 for
local security, From 1000 te 1700 a light Ontos section of first platoon
was deployed to Quang lNgai to provide security for LSA elements during
public demonstration. No incidents occurred. 2nd platcon remained DS 2/7
until 1000, Ontos had commenced sweep to the Fast, and had by-passed
further Ontos support and the unit was relieved of DS mission 1000. 2nd
platoon returned to route 1, arriving there at 1400, and then returned to
7th Marines CP at 1710

FOR OF "ICIAL USE ONLY
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5. Contact Report. Nohe

6. Recap of Bn Plans. No change contempated during the next 2L hour period.

WALTER MOORE
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- GOMPANY "C®
lst Antitank Bettalien
let Marine Divieion (Rein), FIF
FPO San Francisce 96602
JYWgsfnm
5510
5 My 1966

pe S L

Frem Commanding Officer
Tos Cemmanding Officer, let Antitank Battalien (attm: 5-3)

Subjs Combat Operation After-iction Repert: Operutien "ot Springs'
Refs (=) Div0 3100.1B

1. (Cede Name. Operation "Het Springs” (Search and Destrey Operation).
2. Date of Operation. 200960H - 221845H Aprée

3. lpostien. quang Ngai Provinoe RVN, Map Sheets 6756 I, II, IlI,
ﬂ.ﬂ‘ IV.

4. Control of Command Headquarters. 7tk Marines Regiment, Colonel
ke He HAFFEY.

5. Task Organization. Headquarters Company "C", let Antitenk Battalien,
Captain, J. w. SCHROEDER axd 2nd Platoen, Company "C", Firat Lieutensnt
He Jo CONNOLLY.

6. Intelligence. dee Tth Murines ISUM's pertaining to (Opersticn
HHOT SPRINGS™.

7. GQoncept of Opsration. The Commanding Officer of the lat antitenk
Battelion directed Compsny "C" to provide direct support to the Tth
Marine Hegiment. Verbal inatructicns were received at 202100H Apréé.
At approximutely 202140H Apr66 Company "C" was alerted and preparsticns
for Operation Hot Springs began. Initial assignwents det.iled one ligint
section to escort the oconwoy of Regimental Headgquarters, and Landing
Support Detachment to juang Ngai and elements of 3/11 to Nui Vo and

ene light section to escert 3/7 frem the enclave to the lo;istical
Buppert Area at Juang Ngals After initial destinutieons vwere reached
further assignments of the (Ontos elements would be directed by ti.e Tth
Harine Aegimental Heedquar

8. Exsoution.
& D Day, 20 spril 196

TAS \t
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(1) At 0630, the Company Hsadquarters, 2nd Platoen and one
light section of Ontos departed the Chu Lal Inclave emcorxrting eiemmnts
of the 7th Marines Hesdgqusrters, 3/11 and the Landing Suppert conweye.

P
by

{2) At 0730, one light (ntos section of the 2nd platosn
departed the Chu Lal Enclave and escorted the truck conwy ocarrying
3/T to the Juang Ngai legistical Suppert Area.

(3) At 0800, the first convoy resched Juang Ngal without
incident. The (ntes elements were explaced at Nui Thien An with
the regimental head uirters to sw.lt further depleoyment,

(4) At V90U, the 3T convoy arrived at the hghuca:l Suppert
Area at Juang Ngal witiout inclident. The light section of (ntes were
released and returned %o Nuli Ve in direct suppert of the 3/11 unite
deployed in that area. The Ontos were used as security elements for the
Hui Vo area.

Be D plua 1, Neo Change
¢. D plus 2

(1) Operation Hot Springs ves terminated. The Company
Headquarters returned to the Chu Lai Anclsve with the Tth Marine
Headquarters.

(2) The 2nd platoon remained in (uang Ngai to participate
in the parade and public geremonies to de held in honor of the very
successful jolnt Hot Springs COperstion with the Army of the fepublic
of Viet kam.

Ye ativ tters.

&@. Jupplies. The lLogistical Suppert Ares was at the uang Ngal
Airfield. No difficulties vwere experienced.

bs Maintenance. l1lst and 2nd echelon maintenance, erdnance, =oter
transpert and Ontoa were self centained. Ne difficulties experienced.

. Treatment of Casualties. A Corpsman was available in the
company headguarters.

d. Jranspertation. Organic transportation wes used to displace

and reawpply the Ontos elements.
UNCLAS SSIFIED

e, Comsmnications. o cemment.

f. Medical Evacuaticn. No comment

10. 3special Tools and techanigues, lo comment

2 FCR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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5 May 1966

11. pecpmmendations. That the Untes be employed in aggressive
locations te e resdily available when kard targets are engaged by
infantry wnits. An example 13 the Caliber .50 machine gun that cawsed
such a delay with the 2/7 units. The dry secason in the Chu Lai/Juang
N¢al ares afford excellent trafficability during the dxry season. The
Untes, & direct fire asuppert wvespen, is capable of immediate and
dovastating destruction of enemy explacements, if utilised,

J. ¥. SCHROEDER

-“
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Batielion
1st Merine Division (Rein), FIMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
3:AJEst s
25 Apr 1966

From: Commanding Officer, lst Antitank Battalion
To: Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein)

Subj: SITREP #19 for period 250001H to 252L;00H

1. 2nd Platoon, Company C, lst AT Bn pafticipated in an ARVN victory
parade celebrating the successful Operation "HOT SPRINGS", The Ontos
platoon received a standing ovation from the wildly cheering throng.

2. Plans. Company A, 1st AT Bn, will be in direct support of the
1st Marines for Operation WYOMING commencing 260730H, Initial mission
assigned Company A: Provicde security for artillery firing positions in

the vicinity of Hill Sk (BT 3971L5); be prepared to provide direct
support to 2/5 in their assigned TACR,

WALTER MOORE

FOR OFPTCTAL USi ONLY,
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COGIES A o '

C . lst ontitank Sattalion ‘ '
o let darine Jivision (dednj, HFP . .
PG Dan Frencisco, valifornda 96602 .
R Lo e Lie joo

. 5500 : - .
5 iy 1966

From: - &mmaing ux'fieer
%o ummding yi‘fieer, 15!: mt.ttuuk Bat w&la

sub3s x,omlm uuen«xtion ftermction xe,;ort; (peratin 'fzwm:ﬂ -'
Befs (a} 21wy 5100.113 g | "

1. wde }’ame. hpltmti\lﬁ ;qumg { eaxoh m& Jastroy bpemtion,

2a Date gf bgeration. 2605003 30&0305 g.;_)r 66
34 Loemg ane 1lortb.weat par’ticzn of | »;; Tin ﬂistrict.

4+ Sontrol of Command (eadqusrters. 1st ﬁa.ri.ne Repdoent ~ dol ;: (Siali

! : : Ha‘;dquuters \.oxnpany by 186TEn Ca- t o x%.
VAL LUK Ist plt,‘ Coay Sgb —DBULL (I0a7 2nd plt. ow, aagﬂ. PR
end plt, SoB, lataln, ,.t bl '

honc o

6o S‘h“’; Get: » , 4 o
Te Intenigguee. p ..:ee 1at ;“rines wU’x ;:axt rﬂining tc Lperutiun
yoming. , .

8.  Qungent of Lperati ‘he Lom'x *ming Lff:ce'zﬂs j of ‘Bhﬁ iat
Laritegt directed Voo o vrovide divect suppert to the lot ixine -
segimente % appro: imi:sly R9UBGUE Company o was alerted and

- pweparations for Lperastion wycning begans  Initial ausigmieuts
detailed two plutoons of ntos to escort letin, 1itbhimr to U2 3991s5i

© slter the initisl destination was recched further asslgmenty of htos
,unita would be directed from the lst Harinea dudqua.rte: _

- 90 ‘mli )

(1} it 2605001{ two pl.stauns lert s-mp.’uv or $o ,ioin with the
ls‘b}m, llthmr s't. ‘thu m‘cmmc of thei:t CP and hii,hwgy #1le i’hg tup’
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The 4wo platuens joined latBn, 11lth jarines at 260530H. Ihe two
platocns served as convoy security to the leiBn, 11th liaxines and
were joined in rouie at hill 69 b,y the 2nd plt, i.m}. lstu Jn u_nd K
Battory s 1stun, llthmr. ' '

(2} .t 2605151 the 1st plt sroceeded in eonvoy with lotdn,
llthiar to vicinity of hill 54 BR 397145. '‘hey were pluced ae
seourity »t that position wntil 291630 when thay moved tc hill 10
BP 40010 with a pletoen of infantxy ax security. ‘e plt remsined
an bill 10 with no seticn until 300100 where tnuy ware nuved to the .
Lo at hill 69 to provide local geourity.

{3} at JéUbﬁDH the Cohpny i eudqwtnrs Jjoined vegine:: ..n.l
Nsadquariers, 1lst iarines at the entrwnce of their Ci and the .G
- we de_arted with the iegt Uy, let iarines to hill 69. Th- CLwuy
wrrived at hill 62 at 260800H without incident. '

(4 e tiree platoons of Gm, latA’Bn vera bet in blm.sing
pupitiung us follows:

'lat Dl.m'oon at BT 400146°
2nd platomm at BT 396145
2nd plu.toon, CoB, latiiin at 3T 596150

' ,’j?he ﬂme platoms rmined in these bloc:cmg positiona unul ‘?1450“

(1) 2nd plt, Cob, lu’u’mn WA yl aced in direet xmpwrt £ Coiy -
2nd3n, Sthiars with 2 squad of infumiry and the Y vehicles f the .nd
plt a biockiny {oras was set up «t BY 38316l. .t 271700h the nlatoon .
with infantry resceived sniper fire from BT 382158, The target las
rmkked by tie Ind pit, Gol, 2rdsn, Sthiar. B-22 moved into (lrving
uoaition «nd Tired 2 rounds of 10GKM LLiT. fThere was no nore sniner
fire frum that position, which was swept by the intuntry s uade.

{2} .-% 2718304 the vampany pulled cut from 47 38516l. .8
thoy moved, sniper fire was received frum. & house at 50 57H91%%.

S Five 106, 4 1. ¢ rounds were returned and the sniper fire ceased,
Frau tae sbuve. puuition the Compuny julled back and set up a CF at

B 377162, wiere t.ey remained Tor the duration of the righte o
turther action was encountered for the remainder of the nizht.

QBW’MT"J -IED
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‘ (1) un. zsoezxm the Campimw umx the.Ontas moved hack to B
375155 und investigated the structure vhere the firing had coms
‘from the day bsfores. During the investigation vumercus tunkers and
funnels were discovered. an interpreter, with CoE, 2ndin, Hthiiar
guid the strusture had been a VO hospit:l. Based or this information,
. B=25 fired two more 061K HEFT rceunds completely dest¥oying the ,
“hosjdtal.  From thids. pcsition ‘the (ntog moved to BT 382158 to support
- Godl as they oontinued to gweep southeast in their amsigned 002 1
morta.r and two M-60 st ware poaitim& with the Gntosa

(2} 4% 2816001 the Tntos. wm regoyed ﬁ:m the hill at D7
482155 snd covered the infantxy's flunk, On crder the (ntos moved
into & wedge formation and folluwed the CP at BY 395i51. Juring
deriness the heavy seciion was set in at B 3932,48. Heo jneidente
tieve].ap-d thmugtmt the night. o T

do Daduwss , |
_ © (1] on 2907008 the ntos and Conpaniy £ proceeded to vicinity
of hill 54 at BY 380144. CoR want back to grid squares 3715 - 3716
- and with 400 1lbs of demolitions destroyed many tunnels and treches.
‘ne Untos moved frop BT 380344 to BT 351158 and provided support

to the inian‘bryo Later in the day tnn entaa and Gol jo:.ne& at 87
400145 aml set in for the ni@zt. ‘ .

(2) at 2910008 2nd plt, m, 1swm was plused in o/., mh
anBn. 5th3mr the platoon was x-epcmi tioned u.t b ;i 571149 nsar & hele

- ped snd Temsined gver night.

i R

é. "s)ﬁp_gs_l

{1y st 500700%1 the Untoa were in i) ui‘ i'.he 2ndplt, uOu o
whicn way sweaping 700 meters.SE on the westsida of Route 1. -
untos were unable to traverse heozuse cf the terrain so they mmt
to route 1 and supported the plt till they reached BT 429111. ' ”"hn o
mtoa Pl\mtmn WRS - aecurad at 50183011. : :

{2 it 300800 the 204 plt, Cal st-\yed in defense fo:': the
“sliore party while they were oscupied with blowing turnels in vminity _
of grid sguare HT 3715+ 4t 300950 the li_g,ht section mwgd with the

- [ueuassinen|
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m, 5thMur Gmmand Group. x‘h& hwry seotion mmud in t‘ma of

CoF, 2ndHn, 5th Marines to BT 394125, The light ae?tion ,)einaﬂ the
heavy section at the above Iocﬁtion at 301100&. i

\

) x.t 5013303 a uqnad of Col*, “ndBn, bth Rfmrincs m;;veu
amall arms f£ixe from BY 395125,  The intos moved cut in supnort of the
squad und swept through the village of Xuan Hgoe I.\ The t(ntos retumed
120 rounds of 30 ¢al M3 fire, Uhe aweep which foll turned up
negatin results. .L’he tntos pulled baek to the CP ﬁ& 39125 at

. {4} ;vb 30150(!& n-22 was in mippo:ﬂc of CoF. Zwitm, )th Zfﬁaxm
- to vicinity of 392122, CoF, 2ndin, Sthikx took heavy fire and oxd a
| ue22 10 rebwnt {ive. 14 rounds of 106HM LsPT, 50 rounds of 50 eals -
\ apot-ixac and 120 ramds of 30 ¢als MG fire wexs expended. Phe mmkia
i . are not known.at this time bui was re; orted by znd.Bn, Hthiare 2nd plt.
Cos was ncurcd Srom operation \Jyming at 301630H in vimnitsy BT 419125.

Y (5) Tae st plt vas sequed fxom operatian iyoning it 30135&“
: The company Hesiquagnarters and the nd- plt, cog, 151;,,,;-311 vere seo A‘zw

A i

- from Up-mtion .ryaming sut 5029501i- L . _ [
- T [
10. naminir..tmtive gggg g_ B o -
" Gho =9359,>1iou. Loguticul snp,:ort arei was at hill 69q Wo f \ |
d.ifﬁculties wera amximced. . 4 i , /
'n. Haintenang lat and 2nd. acholan maintmm&, eamon o xanqe, quog,
) :m.i {;ntas vas self contained. ﬁo difﬁounies wer' expatienced. j 4 o
B mwm A corpsmin ws m‘dil«ble in the e
Compony Lewdouarters.. T , }»_tx‘\ .
a. W Orgmio tranmort tim wag uﬂud to &18@1«&6‘ ¥ g
and- z'vmm;ly, emept when the "linkupwus effectod. . . z' ' .
(1} cme. cmunimumm wape very had, radiu nat WORINES 7 5 A
ymlaexly. , . . R : FINU
: ("?’} ‘Ragmdutions. Ganduot 8 thnrmwh inapeatim of N } " " '
tqnimen‘t .xu‘. S.mtmt oparatm on mmm and pmocadures. I
i f. - uﬁﬂiﬂ&l mﬁm. Bo cmnt. ‘j B S : -
5 " g ) ~ ¢ T
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/ ot Zogie wné Techniquas. Crie é'iéxw‘ plm were strappod
to each Qntoa in Mh platm to b usad to bridge the tank traps.
: ammmhm Hawam noe. opporttmity to m the plmﬂm arm‘

' a. ‘maf; ontm h& usea, sore extmainly &umng tha dry sassom
That infantey cmmﬁars utilm tmtoe fnr close mppnrta_ng i.‘ire
aiu:ing an aamult' S SR : T
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Uncléééified.whsn
Enclosure (1) rempved

. . : HEADQUARTEFRS
ao 1st Antitank Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
. FPO San Francisco, California 96602
3:AJEztjs

3500
30 Apr 1966

From: Commanding Officer First Antitamk Battalion
To: Commanding Officer, First Marines
Commanding Officer, Fifth Marines
Commanding Officer, Seventh Marines
Via: Commanding General, First Marine Division (Rein)

Subj: :Employment of Ontos
Encl: (1) Study: Ontos Employment in Offensive Operations

1, It is my urgent desire to provide addressees with the best possible

- support consisbent with the miséion-and capahilitics. of AT undits,

Enclosure (1) has been preparea in furthewmence of this desire and is
furnished for the con51deratlon of“the addressees and subordinate
commandera.

2« Any comments and/of suggestions on the subject matter are welcome
and‘w111 be given my immediate attention

Wl MKAJ‘ULL

WALTER MOORE

Copy to: G Bn
* 8 R
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S Hq. 1st Antitank By (-»)

Chu Lai, RVN
30 Apr 1966

SUBJECT: ONTOS EMPLOYMENT IN OFFENDTVE OPERATIOMS

Cor

Ref: | - (a) €O, 1st ATBn ltr 3:RBRT:tjs over 3800 of 30 Apr 1966
S (b) CG 3d MarDiv 1tr of 7 Apr 1966; Subj: Tactics and
: Technlques in Assault of Fortified Hamlets
(c) Draft ARVN FM 3-1, March 1966 (Armor Operatlons in
' Vletnam).

;

1. PROBLEM, To. achieve optimum employment of Ontos within its
capabllltles in offensive operations.

.2a . ASSUMPTICN, That the enemy does not display a capablllty of
”Menploylng armor agalnst thc Flrst Marlne D1V1510n. .

3 FACTS BEARIN3 ON THE PROBLEM

"a. Recent offen51ve operations of Flrst Marine DlVlSlon units have

made only sllght use of -Ontos except as Command Post defense. elements
or as convoy securlty. (Exceptlons' TOWA, NEVADA and WYOMING)

bs Durlng the pemod of dry weather (March - September) Ontos

tfafflcab lity is excellent throughout the coastal plaln between Tan Ky
and Quang Ngai- (See reference (a)% . ,

L. DISCUSSION y

-a. Ceneral, ' Recent-counterguerrilla operations havé shown increased
encounters of Marines with FPL type defense by the enemy. Reference (b)
discusses the subject in'detail anmd stresses the need for maximum .
use of all available firepower in direct support of -assamlt troops. The
traditional mcbile assault weapen, the medium tank, is’ severely o

hampered by its size and-weight in counterguerrllla operaticns to the
North and South of the Chu Lai Combat Base, and in many cases cannob
reach, and/or traverse the terrain of ‘the battleground. This limitation
denies needed shock, mobility and firepower to the infaniry and exposes
_ assault trocps to undue casualties when they are confronted with well
brganized-défcnsive positions. There is-a need for an assault vehicle
. capable of linking up with heliborne infantry forces after their
‘inserticn into-an objective area., It is the purpose of this study to
explgre'the feasibility and desirability. of using the Ontos in this role.

b. Mission of AT Units. In view of the assumption made in
paragraph 2, the primary mission of the Antitenk Battalion (Destruction
of enermy armor) is disregarded, This leaves AT Units fully available
for employment in their secondary mission: To provide direct fire
support to infantry units and to motorized reconnaissance patrols when
enemy mcchanlzed attacc is not probable.

S , 1 S VECLi JIPTED
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¢« Characteristics of Ontos as an [Assault Wespon, While designed
as a defensive weapcn, the Ontos possesses to a high degree the
qualities of a tank: (1) Its8 primary armament is intended for
penetration of armor, but it will as casily destroy bunkers, buildings,
crew served weapons and concentrations of persomnel, Fire power is
further increased by two 50 caliber spotiing rifles, and a coaxial ,30
caliber machine gan for every Ontos, (2) The Ontos is susceptible to
the fire of entitank weapons, but its armor generally affords protection
to the crew from the fire of small arms weapons, and other than direct
hits with heavier weapons, (3) Although a smeller vehicle, the Ontos
has mobility and the attendent shock capability equivelent to that of
a bank, :

d. Raticnale for Assault Employment of Ontos, The warfare principles
of objective, offensive, mass, eronomy of farce &end maneuver all require
either directly, or as corrollaries, that meximum combat power be
concentrated at the decisive time and place, In a counterguerrilla
operation this must necessarily be where and when contact is made with
the enemy, Based upon the history of armor operations in Vietnam
since 1950, a draft field manual (reference (c)) has been prepared for
fRVN forces. The marmual covers in great detail the employment of lightly
armored tracked vehicles (lrmored Personnel Carriers) against guerrillas,
Two paragraphs ore considered partieularly applicable to this discussion,
and the liberty is taken of quoting them below, inserting as necessary.
the words "Ontos' and "Marine Corps'.

Para 1-1lb - "In counterinsurgency the primary tradeoff is
between security forces for fixed installations and forces available
for offensive employment. The great firepower of armored vehicles
tempts scme to use them for the defenge of especially important
‘installations, This is a gross waste of every characteristic of armor
except firepower and mugt be stead-fastly resisted, =--- All of the
Armor and as much as possible of the regular infantry must be free for
offensive use, So freed, they will be able to contribute directly to
the security of many installations in the role of Reaction forces
while still earryisg the mar to the enemg,"

Para 2-7a w-—-- 'The need for a weapons system capable of applying
the characteristics of armor protected firepower, battlefield mobility, :
and shock effect is fundamental. The |Ontos] is the only [Marine Corps]
vehicle so far available which is sufficiently capable of dealing with
Vietnamese terrain’to be able to function effectively throughout the
country ----, It is, therefore, of necessity used as an assault
fighting vehicle ~-- that is, as a tank, It will continue to be so
used until such time as a true tank of at least equal mobility becomes
available," '

€. Obstacles to Offensive Employment of Ontos, Although Ontos
have been habituvally attached to, or in direct support of units
conducting counterguerrilla operations, there has been a reluctance to
employ .them as ‘assault vehicles,

) ,Wcmssxﬂm
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- - The. foreg01ng obJectlons are analyzed below-

S

Rather; they have been assigned missions of CP security and convoy
escorts The reasons for non-employment of: Ontos -seem to falJ.into
ane or: ‘more of the follow1ng categarles.‘.

(1) Misg1v1ngs as to mechanlcal rellablllty.l
(2) Unwllllngness to spare 1n£antry f01 close-in éeéﬁrity;A .

(3) Desire for neavy flrepower to protect GPIS ‘and artlllery
flr:ng pc:.;rt.lons. S e e Sk ' )

() vaenble forielture of surprlse in llnklng up- w1th hellborne
oporstzunS-' T R s S

:{5) Feellng that the addltlonal support is unnecessary 10 . lé.
accompllshment of the m1531on. o . R ST

(6) Bellef that Ontos cannot traverse difficult terrain. _ : N

(1) Féchanlcal Rellabllltj. “Like any vehlcle, the Ontﬁs s
requires diligent wmaintenance and a smooth flow of repair and replacement
parts. ' As long as these functions are carried out, the vehicle will 2
function with reliability,: Until 27 March 1966, the two AT Companlcs
located in the Chu-Lai area have been v1rtually'cut off from the ° ;
support and supervision of a parent unit headquarters, Supply of parts P
slowed to a trickle and first and second echelon maintenance procedures ‘
suffered from a lack of supervision. The resultart stop~gap weasures and °
"bailing wire" type repairs undoubtedly. gave.rise to vehicle: fallures
which were attributed to mechanical unreliability., Since arrivel of
this headquarters in Chu lai, every effort is being made to obtain: :
timely resupply and institute effective mainfennnce procedurcs. Vehicles Y
‘thus fgr benefitted are perfqrm1ng‘a1th compleme rellabllity. ; "

(2) Close in securlty requxrements. Due to the rcqulrement
for continuous defense of the Combal Base, as well as basic persommel
shortages, infantry units are committed to operations at far under their
nominal 5trength. The diversion of even a small number of 1nfantry
troops to provide security for Ontos moving to a 11nk-up, or operatlng
at the flanks imposes-a pacrdfice on an infantry commiander, ' .

It can only ‘be stated that the very shortage of infantry strength
emphasizes the desirability of increased firepower on the battlefleld
This nced is. considered great enough to justify direct support =
employment of Ontos with less than the desired amount of 1nfantry
“protection; with APC borne infantry, or in some cases without any
’ 1nfantry, uslng UH]E cover whlle mov1ng 1ndependently.

i
'

(3) Pronectlon of CP'S and Artlllery P051tlcns.: This is, at best,
uneconomical employment of Ontos, and.seems to have evolved as a matter
of be1ng ‘the simplest: thing to do when no dlrect flre support mission -
has been. 1s51gned Lo Ontos. : UNCLASSIFTHD .

1JI 3

oo~

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

) -

'v vNcmsIm . B . “"‘-'»_;; ] . P S
— :

SRR Gk : _

(4) The clement of surprise, The heliccpter provides a means
of trapping the enery with no warning., Any overt movement toward the
ocbjective area in advance of L-hour will destroy this clement., This is
considered a valid reason to withhold Ontos and other surface transported
sepport until after launch of the assault force, Once the attack has
commenced, Ontos can effect the link-up w1tb1n e to three hours anywhere
between. . Tam Ky and Quang Ngai.

» (S) Ontos support unnecessary to nccompllshmbnt of mission, ..The
success of counterguerrilla cperatlons must be measured 1n terms of losses
inflicted on the enemy compared to friendly casualties, rather than the
seijure of specific objectives. In this quantitative sense, it is
illogical to reject any weapon as "unnecessary", Although comparatlve
studies cannct be made, it is safe t0 assume that the enemy-to-friendly. Y,
casualty ratio would be significantly improved if the infantry. commander
had Ontos available to him when enemy ambushes or improved defensive
positions were encountered.

(6) Capacity to traverse difficult terrain. Ontos can and will
become stuck on occasion. This 1s Inherent In taking any wehicle off the
highway. Those who hesitate t0 employ it for that reason are mest ,
probably those who have never observed the vehicle in cross—country ' '\
operation, In Operations IOWA, NEVADA, and (as this is written) WYOMING,
the commanders allowed Ontos to operate in llnk-ups and battalion sweeps. &
"To date, no difficulties have been encountered in cross-country movément. \
Specific capabilities are listed in refrrence (a), o

£, Operatiomal Concepts

(1) Ontos link-up with heliborne foreese

SAMPLE ORGANIZATTON :
) : !

S "l‘ (REIN)

i .f

TEADJUALTERS | o ~ [AT_PLATOON (RE IN7

Co HQ : : : i _
Engr Team - AT PLATOON i :
Arty FO - o Rifle Squad BN

Ontos unit remains in Combat Base or other rear area until }1
L-hour; or as otherwise directed. Representatives from the unit are W
flown in with each assault battalion,s Unit departs by a predetermlned

route to llnk-up with infantry in vicinity of LZ.

s LT L : UICLJSSIFIED
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Rate~ of march can be expected o be. 10-15 mlles per hour with all
personnel riding on Ontos (Each Ontos can take up to four passengers)
unless a situation arises which requires infantry to deploy. .Thus,

in operations betwezn Tam Ky and Quanb Nwal, 11nk-up should be effected
in from one to three hours. C .. :

In addition to reinforcing cleéments, it is desirable to have
“overhead cover from an armed helicopter. (When the link-up route is
considered relatively secure, tne helicopter cover should be accepted
“in lieu of part or alt the 1n1antry relnforcements )e

Upon arrlval at the 1 nk-upare&g depnndlng upon the terraln and
situation, the AT Company could retain its reinforcements and provide
direet fire.- support from remote flanks, or the: task organization could
be dissolved and thé AT units operate in thc v101n1ty of the supported

'1nfantny unltu.

(2) Ontos/APC/Infanury Task Forces.

_ There are two apnrcaches whlch may be taken in formlng auch
' forces, They may be organized to provide. either a mechanized heavy
firevower strike force, or an infantry/Ontos forcey using APCFa .
primarily as transportation for infantry. In either method, the Ontns
is used in the same manner as a tank (althouph much less hooavily armered
than a tank). Liaison with the ARVN APC troop located at Quang Ngai

indicated that they would welcome an opportunity far employment with
-Flrst Marlne DlVlSlOn forces.

(a) MPChBﬂlZLd Strlkc Force

SAMPLE ORGANTZATTON

|

' §

CO AT Co

Heo ‘APC Troop .

{Enzinesr Team
i

RO SRS

| o o . 4 ,f"v'. 'Zéf -
. RO SR 1.2
AT PLATOON . : * | APC PLATOON j .~ { RIFLE SQUAD

! This “foree would be commanded by the Ontos Company Commander,.
who would in turn be commanded by the senior infantry commander:
(Regiment or Battalion), It would be used for massive direct fire. .
support, for flank1n5 enemy concentrqtlons, establishing blocking forces,
malntalnlng contact in pursuit, and as a mechanized reaction .force,

Both Ontos and APC's would act in the assault vehicle role, the latter-
vehicles cav-zﬁyint only one fire team each of infantry, and using the
remainder of the space for operatlon of thelr weapons with organlc crews,

‘ UNCLASSIFTED
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For this type employment, sach APC mounts one M7?9 Grenade 1 i
pedestal mounted 330 Cal. machineguns, and either a shielded Fa'..SQ '
machinegun or a twin Cal.,30 Cupola. (Other configurations are
available which include Blmm mortars and 57mm recoilless rifles organic
to ARVN units). ' ‘ :

(v) Infantry/Ontos/APC Force

} HEADQURTERS |
CO Rifle Co
CO AT Co
CQ APC Troop

T :

Thisg force would ke commanded by the infantry Company Commander,
and would utilize the APC's primarily as transportation for that Company,
Ontos would accompany the force in the role of a tank-like vehicle,
Fighting would be done with infantry dismeunted from APC's., APC's
could provide limited automatic weapons support., Any conventional
infantry or tank-infantry missisn would be suitable for this force,

(B)OMmsaaAﬂJuewy'

The Ontos has 2 limited indirect fire oapablllty for H&I
ror other area fires at fanges up to 8000 meters,

(i) Ontos as a genczral purpose vehicle

The Ontos can be used for rctriaving wheeled vehicles that
may becéme stuck, as fragnsnortation for command reconnaissance groups

or patrols, or as'a very ligited aapaeity*raaunply vehiele,
5. . CONCLUSIONS

\

a, That the Ontss is capable of providing clese supvorting fires

to infantry units anywhers in the coastal plain between Tam Ky and
Quang Ngai. :

b, That employment of Ontos in fire support mkssions is much
preferable to using them as CP defense weapons,

- That Ontos, operating with Armored Persomnel Carriers, can prOV1de
mobllc striking forces that will be useful in counterguerrilla QperatlonSA

6. RECOMMENDED ACTION

&, That. infantry cormanders utilize Ontos and APC support in
ccunterguerrilla operations as suggested in paragraph L.

R UﬁQiASSIFIEp Unods, Hanas

WALTER MOORE
Gty o
6 r ]
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G - Unclossified when Encl (1) is removed
UNCLASSIFIED ADQUARTIRS
1st Antitank Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FIF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3¢RAET:t]s
3800
30 Apr 1966
From: Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion ‘
Tos Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Subj: The Effect of Weather, Terrain and Hydrography on Ontos Operations
Encl: (1) Tactical Study of Weather, Terrain and Hydrography

1. Enclosure (1) has been prepared to provide supported organizations and
subordinate units of this Command with a specifie. knowledge of weather,
terrain and hydrography and the effects of these factors on Ontos operations
in and around the Chu Lai Combat Base. Ontos going overlays are contained
in Annex A to the basic study. This study will be exnanded and updated as
new intelligence becomes®available.

2, It is felt that the enclosed study will assist tactical commanders in
plannlng the use of Ontos in combat operatlons.

WALTER MRS
Copy tos
CO, 1lst Marines
CO, 5th Marines
€O, 7th Marines

CO, lst Tank Dn
CO; 3rd Amtrac Bn

" UNCLASSIFIED
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{ Uw ‘ Headquarters

1st Antitank Bn (=)

. Chu Lai, RVN
281800H Apr 66

* TACTICAL STUDY OF WEATHER, TERRATN, AMD HYDROGRAPHY

' ' Ref: (a) Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Series L70L Sheets 6656 I and

IT, 6657 I and II, 6756 I, II, IIT and IV :
(b) 1s% MarDiv Op0 301-66 '69€LC>-1;<
(). cc, 3vd YerDiv tr (FOUC). of 7 Apr 1966 - Copy.. .ot L0

SERCTEE : idst’ AntiTank Ba.

: Tlme Zone~ H c . e N8 & C Files

1.

2+

PURPOSES AND OTHER IIMITING CONSIDERATIONS, The purpbse of this 
study 1s to determine the effects of .weather, terrain, and ‘
hydrography on Ontos opérations id and around the Chu Lai Combat

*.Base, The general area considered is the coastal plain east and
west of Natlonal Route #1, between the cities of Tam Ky and Quang

Ngaz., The objective of this study is to provide supported

organizations and subordinate units of this Command with a specific -
knowledge of the terrain so that- the ilrepower and mobility of  the

Cntos can be .exploited to the max1mum,;

GENLRAL DESCQIPTION OF THE AREA, .

_a;_ Cllmate. The only 51cn1flcant cllnatlc condition, encountered

in the study area whlch would materially affect €ntos operations
_is precipitations . Consequently, it will be dlscussed here. to Y
tthe exclu31on of all others, _— ) ‘ ‘\

(1) Précipitation. The study area has an average annual rainfall
of 81 inches, Approximately .72 percent of this rainfall
occurs during the perlod from September through December,
Maxirmum preclpltatlon is received during October and
November, : ;

" (2) Effects of proc%pltetloﬁ on. Ontos operatlons. ,

" (a) Prime cllmatlc condltlons for Ontos operations exist
~from March to early September. Durlng this period the
effect of prec1p1tat10n on Ontos trafficability is
considered negllglbla.

(v) From mid-September to late Februwry Ontos operatlons

mgy~ be curtailed., It is during this period that the ~"\

rainmy season and its attendant flooding limits the ' \

inherent ability of the Ontos to travel cross-country. \\
1 UNCLASSIFIEI!
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(1) Relief and drainage. The study arca is primarily a flat
- -coastal plain, interspersed with isolated hills and ridges
- which have slopes greater than 20 percent, Dikes in the
rice fields are generally .6 to 1,5 meters high and 2.L4
, to 3 meteérs wide, - The coastal plain is bounded on the west
. by an extremely rugged and extensive hill and mountain
f - range, DUrainage consists of several small rivers and -
streams, and irrigation canals and dltches.

- (2) Vegetation, Vegetation in.the- area consists of wetland rice
WHich occupies approximately 90 percent of the cultivated
land, Trees and scrub brush are scattered throughout the

area.

(3 Surfwce e torlals. 'O the cdoastal piain silty sand, sand,
- and silty clay are randomly distributed over laoyered
coarse anﬂ fine-grainod soils.

(h) Effects of T*pograph;,' on Ontos operatlons.

;‘ (h) Of all the tracked and whecled vehicles organic to a
Marine Division, the Ontos .has the greotest capability

for negotiating the terrain emcountered in the study
area, Its relatively light weight ond inherent

mobility allow it to negotlate even the most marglnal
ads as well as travel cross—country in most cases,”

(b)-The follow1ng 1Ei0“1kt10n has been SLbstantlated by

experience and is presented here for information of units
whose famlllarlty with the Ontos 1s limiteds

. .. fording depth- (max wfo dee water ..... - = = = 2hin.
: S e . fording klts- .
. e rfordlng dépth (max with deep-water - m - - 60in.

fording kit)
grade aevendlng Or desCendiNfe w o w @ = = = = = = 60%
. - -ability (max)

vertlcal obstacle wehicle w1ll - =% - =% - === 30in.
o .- climb. (max) I
width of. dltch vehicle Will w - a ;o - mmm o - o 56in,
o . eross (max) B

Ce ﬂydrography and 1anﬂlng beaches.

(l) The coastling: of the study area abounds in usable landing
_beaches, Tab B (Beaches) to Appendix 2 to Ammex B to ref
. (b) contains an exeellent and exhaustive study of this

subject and the reader is referred to it for detailed
information, ;
5 UNCLASSIFIED A
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S (2) Effects;of hydrography and landing beaches on Ontos operations.

- (a) The abundance of usable landing beaches in the study area
o offers the tactical commander great flexibility in
i erploying Ontos units. The possibility of landing or
Do . rstracting Ontos across the beach should be considered
.au,zn*,lnltlal operations planning,

(b) Cons1geratlon of Ontos employnbnt during Operatlon
. NEVADA 1llustr"tes a case in point, During this

i i'iif:<i“? operation one Ontos plgtoon linked-up with the 2nd

Battelion, 7th Marines midway between National Route
#1 and the seas The following day, 2/7 contimed their
sweep to the east with the Ontos platoon in & direct fire
suppert role, However, 2/7 received word that they

- wculd be helilifted .cut later that same day, Since
1ie Ontos cannot be helilifted (except by Flying Crane),

i : the platoon was detached and sent back to Route #1.

; C Consequently, for the remainder of their sweep, 2/7 was .
I3 C foreced to operate without the major. caliber direct fire '
. cuﬁﬁblllty the Ontos-had begen providing prior to their 3\

detachment, However, retracting the Ontos over the . \

beach would have mitigated the. necessity for premature

detachment ard 2/7 would have retained their fire

support to the completion of the Battolion mission.
Retraction of the Ontos platoon across the beach and
-back to the Combat. Base. could heve been accompllshed by
,two LCM-8ts, ; o _ o

j(c) ONTUS-carrylng caﬂabllltles of londlng cruft.

cu6 - 2 Ontos
., Icm-8 . ~ . 3 Ontos
.. Lou (501 CluSS) o .11 Ontos .
i . IcU (QLé6 class% : . "1y Ontos
» . ICU (1610 class) - 1h Ontos L : y
- 3¢ MILITARY ASPECIS CF THE ARLA AND iﬂblH 1WFECT ON'ONTOb OPERuTIONS. k\

a, "Obsérvutioh md fields of fire.

(l) Ground obsgrvatlon, while somewhat restrlcted by cultural
. features ond hedges, will not handicap Ontos operations.
" The few isolated hills on the coastal plain offer good
ﬂobserv tion when sufilcenb vegetation has been cleared ..

away from the hill-tops., Moving with the infantry, the
Ontcs possesses the capability of firing both direet and
indirect fire miszisns at he command of observers located
at vantage points.,
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2o (2. The OWtos,. ina direct fire support role, will have fields

of fire cumparable to the infantry unit it is supporting..
R In addition, it cahn place ‘direet major ‘ciliber fire on

hgrdened enemy p01nt targets from hlll tops and ridgelines,

(3) Ref (P/ states’ that in recent onerat1ons a' disproportionate
number of friendly ‘casualties werse incurred when Marine
units were taken under final protectlve line (FPL) fires

"‘f'whllc attacklng fortified hamlets. ‘In future cperations,
when sinilar circumstances are encountereu, the Ontos should

fj_ be movod 1nto flrlng p051t10ns to soften enemy emplacements,

1b, COnce lmont and cover. . »': : 7”

[N

(1) Concealment is falr to good in all ‘areas-of the coastal plain,
s I addltlon, the small and 1rregu1ar conflguratlon of the
’ fuh,p -can be easily camouflageu. -
o (2) Cover for the Ontos is excellent,. The dikes-of the rice
cn o paddies, the sand dunes, and the rolling terrain all offer

" the' Ontos hull defilade firing positions. ' In addition, the
- » -hul): of -the wehicle -offers. the crew protectlon from most
FUST ﬂf'smﬂll arms flre. : : : .

SN

Ce ubstecles.

(l) There are substantlal obstwcles, both natural and man-made,
which could limit Ontos movement, - However, past experience
(as recent as Operation NEVADA) has proven that, with an
Engineér Team attached to the Ontos unit, virtually all
obsthcles can be breached or bypassed.

- (2) The rlvers in the study area present major cbstacles to Ontos
movenent, Brld ging is normally requlred. The many small
tributories’ that feed into these rivers become major
obstacles during the rainy season and immediately afterward
while floodmcpnditicns s5till exist.

de Oritical terrain features. In the study area, cr1t1ca1 terraln
features are the hill masses .and ridge.lines which .are- ’
distributed thrcughout. The Ontos is d631gned to negotlate this
- type-of “terrain,* This has been ‘borne out in practice many times,

« most recently on Opération TI0WA when' three plutoons of Ontos

moved “into blocklng positions with the 2nd Battallon, hth
Marines on Hill 5L vic BT 3971h5. No trails or roads were
utlllzed to ascend'this L5 degree sloPe.
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e. Avenues of approach, A through knowledge of the terrain is an

' obvicus requirement in planning any Ontos operations, Annex A

- (Avenues of fApproach) to this study contains Ontos-going overlays

" for the area under consideration, Those not completed will be
published separately., All overlays will be immediately updated
~as new intelligence beccmes available, To this end, it is
incumbent upon this Battalion to utilize jts organic intelligence

~ gathering capabilities, Intelligence will be required from ‘
external sources also, Infantry units =nd their attachments

- which have operated in the study area over a period of time
shculd be able to provide significant information. In addition,
aerial photographs and route and area reconnaissance by the AO . .
Section of Division G-2 are vital to the preparation of an
accurate and complete study.

o | "’chfﬂlxﬁzzZ:ML At ,

WALTER MOCRE \

Lieutenant Calonel, U, S, llarine Corps

Command ing
i - Avenues of Approach
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eadquarters
- 1st Antitank Bn (=)

Chu Lai, RVN
281800H Apr 66

Armex A (Avenues of Approach) to Tactical Study of Weather, Terraln,

and Hydrography

Ref:  (a) Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 AMS Series L701 Sheets 6656 I and I,
6657 I and II, 6756 I, I, TIT and IV )

Time Zone: H

l. General. Apendices to this Ammex are overlays showing Ontos
avenues of approach in the study area, For case of
reference, the study area has been divided into sub-

sectors designated by color code, w

2. Dcsignation of Sub-Sectorsg

2. Sub-Sector BLUE ~ The general area cast of National Route #1 X

between the Son Tra Bong River and the Song

Tra Khuc River,

b. Sub-Sector RED = The general area west of National Route #1 to
north-south grid line hli; bounded on the north .
by the Son Tra Bong and on the south by the Song

Tra Khuce

c. Sub-Sector GREEN -~ The general area extending inland approx1mateky
7000 meters west of National Route #1;

bounded by the Song An Tan River in the :
southeast and the Song Tam Ky River in the %

northwest,

d, Existing sub-sectors will be extended and new ones designated

as operations emanating from the Chu Lai Combat Base are

expanded,

APPENDIXTS:
1- Subeector BLUE

2 =~ Sub=Sector RED

3 =~ SubeSector GREEN
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