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'.i!oc: Oommanding Officer, 1st Anti t9l1k .Battalion (A.ttn: S- 3) 

S ubj I Command Chronology 
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CQl\U'1AND CHRONOLOGY 

I. Organizational Data 

1. Locations 

a. Company Headquarters 
b. 1st Platoon 

(1) Heavy Section 
(2) Light Section 

c. 2nd Platoon 
d. 3rd Platoon 

m 548018 

m 548018 
m 559038 
135 663984 
llS 575922 

2. Period covered by Report. 1 August through 31 August 1966. 

}. P;rinciple Billets 

00 
:xo 
Istsgt 
lstplat 0IDd.r 
2ndl?lat Omdr 
;rdPlat Crrd.r 

II. Narrative of Significant Events 

Capt R. J. ESPOSITO 
lstLt D. R. WEST 
lstSgt F. N. JORDAN 
SSgt V. O. DUENAS 
2ndLt IiI. J. BOBEK 
2ndLt H. L. REED 

., .~. 

Events in August were largely a continuation of trends and sit­
uations as inJimg. First platoon remained at· Chu Lai Defense Oorumand., 
Under operational con:l;rol of "Bit Company until 26 August when returned 
to cOIIq;lany OF fo"x operation JACKSON minus one vehicle 0-13 of the light 
section which remained at Ohu Lai Defense Oommand. 

On 4 and 5 August 1966 eecoI'ied convoys to Q.uang Ngai and Tam Ky 
resp eoti vely. 

On l2 August 1966 the section at 1/3/7 moved to platoon OF at IYI/3/7. 
Light section moved to company CP. 

On 18 August 1966 3rd platoon on mechanized recen at which time lead 
ontos saw 60m mortar rounds eleotrically wired. 

On 19 August 1966 0- 31 and c- 35 escorted convoy to Q;ua.ng Ngai. Hea.vy 
section 1st platoon moved CP location to m 515065. 

27 August through 29 August 1966 company was on immediate standby for 
operation JACKSON. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

I. Organizational Data

1. Locations

a. Company Headquarters BT 548018
b. 1st Platoon

(1) Heavy Section BT 548018
(2) Light Section BT 559038

BS 663984C. 2nd Platoon
d. 3rd Platoon BS 575922

2. Period covered by Report. 1 August through 31 August 1966.

3. Principle Billets

CO Capt R. J. ESPOSITO
XO lstLt D. R. WEST
lstSgt 1stSgt F. N. JORDAN
1stPlat Cmdr SSgt V. C. DUENAS

2ndLt M. J. BOREK2ndPlat Cmdr
2ndLt H. L. REED3rdPlat Cmdr

II. Narrative of Significant Events

Events in August were largely a continuation of trends and sit-
uations as inJing. First platoon remained at Chu Lai Defense Command,
Under operational control of "B" Company until 26 August when returned
to company CP for operation JACKSON minus one vehicle C-13 of the light
section which remained at Chu Lai Defense Command.

On 4 and 5 August 1966 escorted convoys to Quang Ngai and Tam Ky
respectively.

On 12 August 1966 the section at I/3/7 moved to platoon CP at M/3/7.
Light section moved to company CP.

On 18 August 1966 3rd platoon on mechanized recon at which time lead
ontos saw 60mm mortar rounds electrically wired.

On 19 August 1966 C-31 and C-35 escorted convoy to Quang Ngai. Heavy
section 1st platoon moved CP location to BT 515065.

27 August through 29 August 1966 company was on immediate standby for
operation JACKSON.
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HEADQUARTERS 

1st Antitank Battalion. 
1s t Marine Division. (Rein), FMF 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From: Comman,<i:L.'1g Officer 
To: Corrunanding Officer, 5th Harine Regiment 

3:DMH:tjs 
3123 
27 Aug 1966 

Sub j :CtI.mb&~ ~s.MGJ;lS 'P~fter Action Report; ;))per a tiOD COLORADO 

Encl: (1) After Aotion Reportj Operation COLORADO 

1. In accordance with your request, enclosure (1) is here~ith, furnished. 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3::DMH:tjs
3123
27 Aug 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marine Regiment

Subj: Gombat Operations After Action Report; Operation COLORADO

Encl: (1) After Action Report; Operation COLORADO

1. In accordance with your request, enclosure (1) is herewith furnished.

R. E. HARRIS

1st ANTITANK BATTALIONS & C LOG NO. 640-66
COPY 16 OF 27

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10
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Ii) Code NBIn?e COLORADO, a joint USMC-RVN.AF search and destroy operat1oh. 

2" p-~tes ofqperati0.E.0 CumpanyParticipation.: 0.51900-:,201010H August 1966. 

30e LocatioE;o Comrany B opeY'D:'/d in. bQth TamKy District and Thang Binh 
ITrstrict of Quang Tin h'o-vl-Jce" 

4,. Cor:.tro1 Headquarters. 5t[l ~1arine Rf;giment, Colonel Co F ~ I~IDDEGEE J 

'Uorrnnanding. 

5. .!.ask Organizat.ion. 

Company· B (-) (Rein), 1st Antitank 
Capt J" Eo FELKER 
IstLt R~ Eo TI.m3ERG 
SSgtHc J /I FOGLE 
SSgt.~.~·~F\{EWLMn~ JR~ 
ls tLt "Ill", I.e. BUCHANAN 
lwcLt D. M., HLlTSON 
lstLt F. S. ROE 

Battalion 
Commanding Officer 
Executive Offic.~r 
2nd Platoon (~) 
2nd TIa toon (-)$ Company A 
3rd.-Platoon . 
Det.9 H&S Con:pany 
Detl H&S Company 

6.~ppo,.ting Forc~Q None Q 

7. ~~ligen.ce. See Is t Marine' Di v:i.sion t:N:t'Sill1 r1 s for the operational 
period a'1.d Annex B (In~:,elligel1ce) to 5th J:Vju'ines Operation Order 
322 ... 66 0 

8" l1ission.6 PrOiride d:i.re::·::' suppnrt to the 5th Na.rinesj be prepared f 
'f'Q'r'-em.plOij1l1ent a.::'lyt-J"ll.ere in tile Regirr:=mtal Z011G as directed by the 

.".Commanding Officer, 5th 11e.T'ine.;:> ... 

9", £o_~~~~!~2o Company B was to move tothe'operat~,ng area 
in. three incremants. One pJa toon" on D .. daY:t was' to ~nove i'uto a 
blocking position athc.rart. the Hiep Due Road in the viduity of 

lO~ 

• 

BT 1303609 tith the 3rd Battalior:.t 5th I1arinesj pr'cviding convoy 
security ereQ-ute,.. 'I'beother tuo)1:xtoQ:W lm'Il'e' "vb net as' sec-uri-b,y;' 
forces for the Rog:h"'lBnt..?~L CC1lil!:m.nd Group 2nd lSA COI1VC:,"~ to Tmn 1\v;;> 
Upon. ~lval in the· oper::ting aJ:'8a.md f.0T the duration of the 
operation, Gomp.s.ITJ B ,JaS to be prepI':J:,ed .for ernplo;J111ent in a direcit 
fire support role or in e.ny other capacity as directed by the 
COIDTIRndir.,g Off.:Lcer, 5th ¥Jar::'nes" 

ExeC'Lltion;, . 
~llU'gust) . 
0515r6bH~-~3rd pj3toon c":.2pa:cted the Cmnpa;:::y BCommand Post ,:"rith 
'-G'.h8-"3rd p:::~t,talion, 5th r.-Tarine,s to ost,""b1ish the bJ')cking force athrJ1art 
the Hiep ;Duc Roadi21 thev.kinity of the H:i.ll 53 complex~ (BT 130360). 
Forces were in position.at060600Hc --

.. au •• ENCLOSURE (1) 
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I. Code Name. COLORADO, a joint USMC-RVNAF search and destroy operation.

2. Dates of Operation. Company Participation: 051900-201010H August 1966.

30 Location. Company B operated in both Tam Ky District and Thang Binh
District of Quang Tin Province.

4. Control Headquarters, 5th Marine Regiment, Colonel C. F, WIDDECKE,
Commanding.

5. Task Organization

Company B (-) (Rein), 1st Antitank Battalion
Capt J. E. FELKER Commanding Officer
lstLt R. R. TIMBERG Executive Officer

2nd Platoon (n)SSgt H. J. FOGLE
2nd Platoon (-)s Company ASSgt to F. HOLMAN JR.

lstLt W's I.c. BUCHANAN 3rd Platoon

Det; H&S Company1stLt D. M. HUTSON
1stLt F. S. ROE Det, H&S Company

6. Supporting Forces. None,

7. Intelligence. See 1st Marine Division INESUM's for the operational
period and Annex B (Intelligence) to 5th Marines Operation Order
322-66.

8. Mission. Provide direct support to the 5th Marines; be prepared £
for employment anywhere in the Regimental Zone as directed by the
Commanding Officer, 5th Marines.

9. Concept of Operations. Company B was to move to the opérating area
in three increments. One platoon, on D-day, was to move into a
blocking position athwart the Hiep Duc Road in the vicinity of
BT 130360, with the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines; providing convoy
security enroute.. The other two plations were to act as security
forces for the Regimental Command Group and ISA convoys to Tam Ky.
Upon arrival in the operating area and for the duration of the
operation, Company B was to be prepared for employment in a direct
fire support role or in any other capacity as directed by the
Commanding Officer, 5th Marines.

10. Execution,
Do.1 (5 August)
051900Hs The 3rd Platoon departed the Company B Command Post with
the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines to establish the blocking force athwart
the Hiep Duc Road in the vicinity of the Hill 53 complex. (BT 130360).
Forces were in position at 0606COH.

UNCLASSIFIED ENCLOSURE (1)
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, 0.52400Ho 'l'he2nd Platoon (Company A) departed the COmp.-jTIV Command 
PO'St as security forces i'er the Regimental Command Group' convoy. 
This con~-6y· arrived atTain Kyat 060430H.. One' Ontos reIliainedin 
a defensive position cpver5.!lg the Song Tam Ky Bridge proViding 
seC".u-i ty for six JP ... 4 Rei'uelers which rOqUired a. pontoonbr:'_dgs 
,ow m;'oss the ri.\'"m"~ . This Onto's arl"'ived at Tam Ky at ·C60?~ 

n:..Dny 'j·t 6 AugUst) , , 
060900H. TheCompany Command Group and the 2nd Platoon moved with 
the LSA convoy to Tam Ky~ Ontos provided security~ Convoy arrived 
at Tam. Ky at 061300HII ' . 

061500H.,. , The, Commanding Officer received a fragorderfrom the 
ConiiiimT"dingof;fi'c.eJ:' ~ '·5th 11a1'ine8 dirgeting the tWo platoons at Tam 
Ky and the Company He$ldquarters t.o displace to Hill 53' to support 
3(5'( ,., " ' .,. ' . 

061510H.D&p;:.rted Tam YV:c 

261710Ho . ~{v~d Hill 53. No incidents. 

06l730H "061815F6 The COrmk~iding Officer and the.Comr.k~nding Officer$ 
375 ID.gd.e a, reconn(3,issance of, ~he, battD,l:i,on sector to select Ontos 
firing positions(>' 

061900H. All QntQS L~ positio~ as follows: '-
HeaVy s~ction at 129368 suppd:r'ting K/3/5 
tight section at. 135357 suppor~ing M/3/5 
Lig...'lt section at 130370 supporting K/3/5 
Light section at 136.375 supporting K/3/5 
Light, section' at 1.36379 supportir:g K/3/5 

. D plus I (7 A~Jst:.) ':.', ' , 
: C>'70730H.. TiieCompany Comrnamer met with the 'Cornmnnding Officer, .3/5¢f1 
_ General Ontos/Infantry patrol plans fornrulated.. 

070900~ The Comrnanp,inir Offi'3er. and Platoon Comrn.cmders coordinated 
With the CO:mJ'llDIlql..ngOfficer.1 1/3/5 and completed detailed pa.trbl ' 
plans

o 
\. '. ,'J 

071015H" All Ontos/Ir..fant.ry patrols depar.ted the Comm.ru1d Post. ~m 
patrols were assigned the rrdssion, of screening the battalion peri­
meter approximateJ.y 100 meters to t.he northeast and southeast of 
the Battn1..i.on Comma."ld Post~ The third patrol 'Was assigned the mission: 

. of seaJ.1 ching out and. d3St:CCying si.1:Lpers who h firing at 

helicopters entering the Ian·, ®~~ill~~~~~~OO\ffi 

FNCLOSuRE (1) 
.,: ; ,.fiiiI!IIIilIIl~~"';. " ."~ 

2 .. , . ," .'" ~ 

Iff 
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052400H. The 2nd Platoon (Company A) departed the Company Command
Post as security forces for the Regimental Command Group convoy.
This convoy arrived at Tam Ky at 060430H. One Ontos remained in
a defensive position covering the Song Tam Ky Bridge providing
security for six JF-4 Refuelers which required a pontoon bridge
to Cross the river, This Ontos arrived at Tam Ky at 060700H

D-Day (6 August)
050900H. The Company Command Group and the 2nd Platoon moved with
the LSA convoy to Tam Ky. Ontos provided security. Convoy arrived
at Tam Ky at 061300H,

061500H, The Commanding Officer received a frag order from the

Commanding Officer, 5th Marines directing the two platoons at Tan
Ky and the Company Headquarters to displace to Hill 53 to support
3/5.

061510H. Departed Tam Ky.

061710H. Arrived Hill 53. No incidents.

061730H - 061815H. The Commanding Officer and the Commanding Officer.
3/5 made a reconnaissance of the battalion sector to select Ontos
firing positions.

061900H. All Ontos in positions as follows:

Heavy section at 129368 supporting K/3/5
Light section at 135357 supporting M/3/5
Light section at 130370 supporting K/3/5
Light section at 136375 supporting K/3/5
Light section at 136370 supporting K/3/5

D plus 1 (7 August)
070730H. The Company Commander met with the Commanding Officer, 3/5.
General Ontos/Infantry patrol plans formulated.

070900H, The Commanding Officer and Platoon Commanders coordinated
with the Commanding Officer, I/3/5 and completed detailed patrol
plans.

071.015H, All Ontos/Infantry patrols departed the Command Post, Two

patrols were assigned the mission of screening the battalion peri-
meter approximately 100 meters to the northeast and southeast of
the Battalion Command Post. The third patrol was assigned the mission
of searching out and destroying snipers who had been firing at

helicopters entering the landing zone,

MISSIONA

ENCLOSURE (1) 2
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~~S 2 (8 August) 
.~ .. 3~'Li"8!7.:rofL The 3rd Pla toen provided direct fire support, 
to a pffioon l"rolii I-V3/S in a sweep from the. Battalion Command Post 
through Chau . l~m. (2) (BT 118348) and backo No contacto 

~. ,The 3rd Platoon was placed in direct support of L!JI5. 
D plus J (9 August J 

• 
Nochm:lgo¢ . Ontos' continued to occupy security positio11S., 

D,)~J:As~l~ {*Q..l£~lill . . ' . 
~q2~~o The?v rece~vod fr3~ order to prov~do four Ontos to escort 
a:('t~l.Ier.r to H:L1..1 29 (BT 2)0):$) n '. 

J.o232.5H~ Convoy departed 3/5 CP ,vi th S,sgt.. FOGLE commanding tIle 
O!itO'S'"'escort" . 
llOOSOH'o. C01'iVOX arrived HiU 29" "To incidents. 

B"c:i$OI;!.. Convoy returned to 3/5 GOlll!11-'lrld' Post'; . 

D. plus 5 (lL August) 
nom;OHo R8Ceived1rag order; llidi.splaco1n two echelons with the' 
tir<XlJO 0/5) Command Group to Hill 2'9. 11 -

1110J:2Hc ' :lat echf'lon (Execu~ive Qf.'f:l.cer~ 2nd P'~toorJ and 3rd PJa toon) 
~G:'i<;;~ for ru::rl 2'9,< ~'ovid:~.ng ~e~rity fr,1' artiJiery", .JJ.rr-ivsd at. RD!. 
2"9 ~/~ l~;Th.~S0 
ll~yi~ 2~l:d echelon <Cn:mr,L9I.icLi..:..-,g Of;ficer ar~Q, 2~1d P:l..:!.to~n(~,)(C"'mpmw A) 
~"0:rd)/50ormnnndc'Post "Then Bra.vo Oblnrlk."l;lJ(l GrO'up received smalli arm;l!' 
fire from BT 13036~ wlri1e marshaJ.1i:ng vehicles on l~oado Ontos ~n:i.ed 
pe-nm.sro,on ~ro f'l:i.'E> me.jo;::?;raliber ?aunda. 

1ll235H 2nd echelcm departed with Ontos provid:i.ng convoy security. 
A:rri:\'"9c!~ 1&1. 29 at. ~.1.1.330rlo ' " ! 

¥;t2Q!!l!-t' Tl:.e 3rd r .... .lC'.":,OC-!1. 4lcplaeed 'bo '1'15tm I\v en o:t-der of tne CO~: 2:/.Uo 

1ll700II. Rece:ived Comm.:mcting Officer, 5th :M.:1.Tines frng order to 
displace IellkUning elements' from IUll 29 to Tam Ky on the morning 
of 12 l~ugusto 

1)- p11lS 6 (12 August) 
~ ,.-..;= ... ~ 

B.C2.750a. Ccmmenced d.i.splacement [S ordered,o; 

~830Ho Displncement completed; D.ssumed on~call status~ 

1~1600H" The GorrJ!ll8.ndil~g Gin.cer mot "nth the Comrnnnding Officer ~ 2/5 
anrr coordinated Olitos i1;:upportof that unit for an operation to COJlllll'3nce 
thofollOldng day.,. Plans caUed for conbined Ontos/Tank forces to 
move ir~:c.o supporting fr'''e posit:1,ons on Hill 3C vicinity BT 210290 I· 

n 'N t.51983270 A liaison, team, consisting of the Executive OffThcer 
and one radio operator, loTas to J aml wj tb2i5 and coordinate Ontos fire~ . I ~~~~~$$~~~~~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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D plus 2 (8 August)
081.530H - 081730H, The 3rd Platoon provided direct fire support
to a platoon from M/3/5 in a sweep from the Battalion Command Post
through Chau Xuein (2) (BT 118348) and back. No contact.

081800H. The 3rd Platoon was placed in direct support of L/3/5.

D plus 3 (9 August)

No change. Ontos continued to occupy security positions.

D plus 4 (10 August)
102150.L The CO received frag order to provide four Ontos to escort
artillery to Hill 29 (BT 230315).

102325H. Convoy departed 3/5 CP with SSgt. FOGLE commanding the
Ontos escort.
11005OH. Convoy arrived Hill 29. No incidents.

23.0150H. Convoy returned to 3/5 Command Post.

D plus 5 (11 August)
11084OH. Received frag order: "displace in two echelons with the
Brabo (3/5) Command Group to Hill 29."
111015H 1st echelon (Executive Officer, 2nd Platoon and 3rd Pla toon)

for HALL 29 g providing security for artillery, Arrived at Hill
29 with 1237552
1112201. 2nd echelon Commanding Officer and 2nd Platoon(-) (CompanyA)
at old 3/5 Command Post when Bravo Command Group received small arms
fire from BT 130365 while marshalling vehicles on road. Ontos denied
permission to fire major caliber rounds.

111235H 2nd echelon departed with Ontos providing convoy security.
Arrived Bill 29 at 111330H.
111500H. The 3rd Platoon displaced to Tem Ky on order of the CC, 2/11.

111700H. Received Commanding Officer, 5th Marines frag order to
displace remaining elements from Hill 29 to Tam Ky on the morning
of 12 August.

I plus 6 (12 August)

I2075OH Commenced displacement ordered,

12083OH. Displacement completed; assumed on-call status

121.600H. The Commanding Officer met with the Commanding Officer, 2/5
and coordinated Ontos support of that unit for an operation to commence
the following day. Plans called for conbined Ontos/Tank forces to
move into supporting fire positions on Hill 30 vicinity BT 210290

198327. A liaison team, consisting of the Executive Officer
and one radio operator to land with 2/5 and coordinate Ontos fire.

UNCLASSIFIED ENCLOSURE (1)
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121830H4 . A'ho~vY thunderstorm. delo.yed the planned OntoS/T~·' 
operation for· at· leasJ\i twelve hours. 

D plus 7 (:11 £l.uW!~) Q The morning an~ e1ll"ly. afternoon were devoted 
toroconna:i.ssance of roads following the prcv:i.ous nights storm and 
to revising plans to support 2/5. The tank compan,f did not fcel:i:t 
could provide support due to the effect of the heavy, rain on the· 
terrain.. .An: estimate of the situation indicated that it would be. 
extremely difficult·to reach· supporting positioIE3 on Hi1J. 10 cbs 
to the nature of the terrain following -the stermo .1tlith the tank 
compnny wi thdro.wing from the operation the Co:rmn.:mdingOl'ficer 
decided to make the northern thrust to BT 198327 nnd set-in as a 
blocking force in the vicinity of the rdlroad tracks. N.:cellent 

. fields. of fire for supporting 2/5 existed at this positiono The· 
CommanoingOfficerts plan was·approved by the Commanding Officer, 
5th Marines and the necessar,y coordination with FSCC was accompli&hed 
at l6)OHQ. 'Die company again displaced to Hill 29 in order to be 
in a more favorable position to jurnpoff early the following mo:rni.'1g ... 
Necessarycoord1nation was completed by radio with the· Commanding 
Officer ~ 2/5 in the evening I) . 

D.plus.8 (14 Au&ust) . 
~brn. Onto'S support of 2/5 cancelled byCoI1lllUl.Ilding Officer, Sth 

. Marines as 2/$ diverted northwara... Company B was placed :iri direct 
support, of 1/5 and 2/11 to jJrovide security for artillery firing 
positions on Rill 29" . 

140700H- 14i200He Ontos ran two patrolswith elements of i/S out 
'Eo Woo meters of the peri.-rneter positionsq: Ho contact. 

ILl'.].~.$· (15 August) 
~C"rOO' .. "'. lOJOH" Ontos ran one'local security patrol with infantry. 
ontoo·'-cont!'ri'ued' 'in a security role~ 

D plus 10 (16 August) 
·lb1230H - :L6J1jjOH:-Alight section· from tho 3rd Platoon provj_ded 
seaurity for a 2711 reconnaissance party from Hill 29, south along 
route #1, and inland about seven miles along the Tien Phuoc Rondo-
Light snipor fire rcceh"6d. No f:ire returned. .. 

16l325H.o- One VC smper loV'D.S shot by 0. memb;;:r of Company. Ermi'tc);;:- he 
opened 'fire on a water run . porty returning fro!1l Tam Ky. Action 
occured ..;"'; ,""",i"''''. ."."""". 2""~ . . ~.~_ti a~.~o ~-.o 

D pluE:ll (17 August,)* Company B remained on Hill 29 providing 
security for artillery. 

E~rCJ .. OSr.rRE (1) 
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121830H A heavy thunderstorm delayed the planned Ontos/Tank
operation for at least twelve hours.

D plus 7 (13 August). The morning and early afternoon were devoted
to reconnaissance of roads following the previous nights storm and
to revising plans to support 2/5. The tank company did not feel it
could provide support due to the effect of the heavy rain on the
terrain. An estimate of the situation indicated that it would be
extremely difficult to reach supporting positions on H171 30 due
to the nature of the terrain following the storm. With the tank
company withdrawing from the operation the Commanding Officer
decided to make the northern thrust to BT 198327 and set in as a
blocking force in the vicinity of the reilroad tracks. Excellent
fields of fire for supporting 2/5 existed at this position. The
Commanding Officer's plan was approved by the Commanding Officer,
5th Marines and the necessary coordination with FSCC was accomplished
at 1630H. The company again displaced to Hill 29 in order to be
in a more favorable position to jump off early the following morning.
Necessary coordination was completed by radio with the Commanding
Officer, 2/5 in the evening.

D plus 8 (14 August)
140200H. Ontos support of 2/5 cancelled by Commanding Officer, 5th
Marines as 2/5 diverted northward. Company B was placed in direct
support of 1/5 and 2/11 to provide security for artillery firing
positions on Hill 29.

14070OH - 141200H. Ontos ran two patrols with elements of 1/5 out
to 1000 meters of the perimeter positions. No contact.

D plus 9 (15 August)
I5C700E C.S 151030H. Ontos ran one local security patrol with infantry.
Ontos continued in a security role.

D plus 10 (16 August)
161230H - 161830H. A light section from the 3rd Platoon provided
security for a 2/11 reconnaissance party from Hill 29, south along
route #1, and inland about seven miles along the Tien Phrucc Road.
Light sniper fire received. No fire returned.

161325H. One VC sniper was shot by a member of Company Brafter he
opened fire on a water run party returning from Tam Ky. Action
occured in grid square 2529,

D plus 11 (17 August). Company B remained on Hill 29 providing
security for artillery.

ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 3123 
27 Aug 1966 

D plus 12~~§i At~gust} 
lSorloaR'": " Od~·Company B dispaced" in. two echelons to Tam Ky, 
providing convoy'security for artillery. Upon arrival reverted to 
on-call st8t,us o 

D plus 13 (d) August). No change. 

~lUS 14 (20 AU~lst) 
2010H. Co'mpan,y 13 returned to the Choll Iai Combat Bi\>..'3e o 

Jl,: ..b-.£f!1ini.stra ti ve Uatters 

a. S'Upp~. No PY'oblems encotlntered..LSA support excellent. ____ ... car 

b. Maintenance.. All problems encountered were corrected by the 
crewmen or t:1I3 two mechanics in the company headquarters group. 

c .. Treatm.ent of Casualties" 
- ~-~------

No casualties. 

d ll ~ansportati0I!." No problems .. 

e. Corlm1Unications~ Fair to good; excellen.t r,rith PRC .. 25so 

fo Hed.i.cal EvaluatiCl2" No cOrilmeUG o 

13" Special Equipm~l1t and Tec~:?;Lque§.. None utili7.ed,> 

140 Gomman.derT s Analysis Q Ontos vnits ",8:;:e emplo;y"od effectively during 
the operation. infantry commanders at all levels attempted to 
utilize the Ontos in direct fire support roles<} Company B WB.S only 
put in a stc.tic defensive role when, because of the fl01.J of the 
combat situatioD, no other missions existed elsevlhere.. The only 
problem that 1i.JaS encountered vJaR a seemingly ungrounded fear of 
allml"ing the Ontos to fire major rounds., If the Ontos is going 
to provide the fire support it "rns designed for, it must be under~ 
stood that Ontos crewman are tr[~irJed professional Marines "lho can 
fight their vehicle safely and effectively. 

15'0 RecomrllenQ-:::.tions 

a.. Continue to utilize the Ontos in missions Hhich exploit the 
vehicl~f s inherent firepm-Jer and mobility,. 

b" Do not over ·.cOr,:t;;'~01. 'M1€ use of its major caliber "reapons i&e~ give 
greater control to the antitank u~t leader Ll the use of his 
vehicles" 
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D plus 12 (18 August)
180700H an 181000H. Company B displaced in two echelons to Tam Ky,
providing convoy security for artillery. Upon arrival reverted to
on-call status.

D plus 13 (1.9 August). No change.

D plus 14 (20 August)
201010H. Company B returned to the Chu Iai Combat Base,

ll.. Results. One VC KIA (probable).

12c Administrative Matters

a. Supply. No problems encountered. LSA support excellent.

b. Maintenance. All problems encountered were corrected by the
crewmen or the TWO mechanics in the company headquarters group.

C. Treatment of Casualties, No casualties.

do Transportation. No problems.

e. Communications, Fair to good; excellent with PRC--25s.

f. Medical Evaluation. No comment,

13. Special Equipment and Techniques. None utilized,

14. Commander's Analysis. Ontos units were employed effectively during
the operation. Infantry commanders at all levels attempted to
utilize the Ontos in direct fire support roles, Company B was only
put in a static defensive role when, because of the flow of the
combat situation, no other missions existed elsewhere. The only
problem that was encountered was a seemingly ungrounded fear of
allowing the Ontos to fire major rounds. If the Ontos is going
to provide the fire support it was designed for, it must be under-
stood that Ontos crewman are trained professional Marines who can
fight their vehicle safely and effectively.

15o Recommendations

ao Continue to utilize the Ontos in missions which exploit the
vehicle's inherent firepower and mobility,

b. Do not over control the use of its major caliber weapons i.e. give
greater control to the antitank unit leader in the use of his
vehicles,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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HEADQUARTERS

1st Antitank Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3:DMH:sce
28 Aug 1966

Fres: Commanding Officer
CG, 1st Marine Division (Rein)To:

Subj: SITREP #65 for period 260001H to 282400H August 1966

1. Company B (Rein)

a. 280730H to 281300H. 2d Platoon Company B participated in a
County Fair Show of Force in support of 2/5.

b. 281100H to 282,200H. Light section located at BT 445037 fired
twenty-four (24) rounds 106mm into hill 270 at BT 421047. Results unknown.

c. 281100H to 282.200H. Heavy section located BT 430058 fired forty-
one (41) rounds 106mm into hill 270 at BT 421047. Results unlenown.

2. Company C (-)

a. Company C (-) remains in support of Operation Jackson.

R. E. HARRIS
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