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HEADQUARTERS 
lS~ Antitank Battalion 

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF FPC San FrancisCo, California 96602 ):ARG:tja. , 5750 " . 
4 Dec 1966 ." 

From; COIWAIlding Officer To: CoTQlllt.nding General, 1st Marine Division .(Reirr),. m 
S\1bj: Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) DivO 57S0.2A 
(b) DivO 3h80.1 

~ 

~ 
1. In ,",cordonee \lith reiere"" •• (a) end (b), ooolo-" .W,is- ""bnd:tte<i-" "-\ 

Encl~ 
(1) Coro:ma.nd Chronology; November, 1966 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3:ARC:tjs
5750
4 Dec 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Command ChronologySubj:

(a) DivO 5750.2ARef:

(b) DivO 3480.1

Encl: (1) Command Chronology; November 1966

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) is submitted

J. J. KEEFE
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GOMMAND CHHONOLOGY

Artister Data for Vivision (Rein EMI

LOG thom Dallant Republic of

1966OT detroit Governo by Reper

NameZRonklof Gommending Officer Stars and Chick Subordinates:

(an 2/606 FREE HARRIS Comminding officer
Comianding OfficerJedon M. & MANNING (10 Novi)

Comminding OfficerMajka an 30No
Exactitive OfficerMajor DEMAINING

Statement (1 - TENNY Sergeant Major
SetMasse S. SAWYER (8 p for

(2) Incomitivo Staff

12300 M2 1/4HALL Se

Cap't G. J.i FORBES S-2
S-3Major J. J. BURKE JR.
SaliCapt G. R. VANHORN

(+) Special Staff

Supply OfficerGapt K. S. HENDRICKSON
CompAElect OfficerIstLt D. B. SHIKER
Potor T) ansport OfficerJistLti J. M3 KELLY
Ordnancé Maintenarice Officer2dLt V. CS DAVIS

S L. BIVENS JR, USNR Medical Officer

(ii) Subordinate Commanders

Cupt. DE M.Y HURSON Company Comminder Company (A

Company Commindor Company BCept. T. E. DEMPSEY

Capt. R. J2 ESEOSITO Complete Commander Company C

Capt. M. H. COLLIER Company Commander 1KGS Company

2. Commander! Narrative Summary of Significant Events

Throughout the reporting period, subordinato fun to of this

Command were assigned missions as follows

Company A Direct Support of tst Mirities:

Company B (-) 2: Direct Support of 4thRn, 503d Infentry, 173d Brigado 3 I

Company C (Rein), Direct Support 2th Marines.
Ra

b. 1 in 27 November 1966.3 The Bastalion Civil Affairs Officer and

Médical Officer continued the MEDCAP program in the villages of YEN BAC

ENCLOSURE (1)1
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4 Dec 1966

and CAM HOM treeting a total of 139 V1 thumado civilians during theperiod. The civil affairs programmes conducted in conjunction with
3d Antitenk Battalion

di I - 27 November 1966 Throughout the reported periody activesecurity patholizing and catebolishment of anbushe was executed withinthe (Southern Sector Defense Area on eltern te nights in conjuctionwith 3d Antitank Battation under the coordination of 3d Tank Battalion.
da 2N4/30 November 1966. During the mobth of November, there has

bedti continued extensive use off;the Ontos for mecbanized
petrolling,

convoy escort Harading and interdiction fires; and security for:engineer minu sweap Units. Despite nonsoon conditions End reducedtrafficability throughout the TAOR Ontos of this Command have not beenprevented from execution their mission Set references (b) and (b):
01 9 November 1968 The Battalion

Commander LtCal R. E. HARRIS,
was killed inedoction by shiper fire at 1145 in theiHai Van passfures
While visiting units of Company B (-) The Battilion Sergeant Mijor
and the Bottation Commander(s driver wounded in the get

f Ril November 1966 Major were KOLFE assumed. command of theBattalionat 1530.

Company C (Rein) 1st Antitisk Battalion has submitted itsCommand Chronology to 7th
Marines, 1st Marine Division (Reih), FMR,for period 1 - 30 November 1966

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Appendjx (1) List of References, to 1st Antitonk Battalion Command 
Chrol101oE''j (Novcl1'hor J:?6?~., .... ' , ,i,. 
1. The f~l1o,wing ;c.!fca'rE:lnces applY' to,pal'a~rilph 2 (Col:llTlanderr'~ ,.N:;i~l'ative 
SU~1ry. of S~gniiicl1nt",\.W'en~,s.)". ' '.' .:,',' 
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5750

4 Dec 1966

Appendix (1) List of References to 1st Antitank Battalion Command

Chronology (November 1966).

1. The following references apply to paragraph 2 (Commander's Narrative

Summary of Significant Events).

Rof: (a) Company A; 1stATBn Command Chronology
(b) Company B, lstATBn Command Chronology

1-1
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Appendix 2 (Documentation) to 1st Antitank Battalion Command Chronology 
(November 1966) 

1. Documentation for tho 1st Antitank Battalion Command Chronology 
for the period 1 - 30 NoveMber 1966 is provided by tr~ Tabs to this 
Appendix. 

TiIB 

A - COnqk1ny A Command Chronology 

B ~ Company B Cormand Chronology 
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Appendix 2 (Documentation) to 1st Antitank Battalion Command Chronology
(November 1966)

1. Documentation for the 1st Antitank Battalion Command Chronology
for the period 1 - 30 November 1966 is provided by the Tabs to this
Appendix.

TAB

A - Company A Command Chronology

B - Company B Command Chronology

2-1
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COMPANY A 
1st Antitank Battalion 

1st Marine Division(Rein)FMF 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From: COlDlD.anding Officer 

DMH:J'b 
5750 
1 Dec 1966 

To: Co:mnanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion (ATTN: S-3) 

Subj: COJll.."la11d Chronology 

Ref: (a) BnO 3480.1 

Enc1: (1) Co:nmand Chronology; November 1966 

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (1) is submitted. 

~7~ 
D. M. HUTSON 

$ 

COMPANY A
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

DMH:jb
5750
1 Dec 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion (ATTN: S-3)To:

Subj: Command Chronology

(a) BnO 3480.1Ref:

Encl: (1) Command Chronology; November 1966

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosure (1) is submitted.

part

DM
BruD. M. HUTSON

Proof

1966



CONFIDENTIAL 

co}.n·~AND CHRONOLOGY, November 1966 

1. Organizational Data. 

a. 1''..1;6610n. OS of 1st ¥.arines 

b. Location. Da Nang, RVN 

1) Company trAil CP .. AT 991675 
2) 1st Platoon CP - AT 071658 
J) 2nd Platoon CP - AT 004623 
4) Jrd Platoon CP - AT 10458J 

c. Period Covered by Report. 1 NOVllmber to 30 November 1966 

d. Na;ne I Rank of Con::ma.nding Officer, Staff and Chief Subordinates. 

Capt D. M. HUTSON 
lstLt C. H. STALCUP 
lstSgt G. E. DICKSON 
~gt W. K. WBITKNECHT 

Subordinate Commanders 

2ndLt B. H. BAILEY 
lstLt F. S. ROE 
SSgt J. S. PANDAVELA 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
First Sergeant 
Gunnery Sergeant 

1st Platoon Commander 
2nd Platoon Commander 
3rd Platoon Co~~der 

2. Commander's Narrative Sunrnary of Significant Events. 

a. During the current reporting period, Company A, has had operational 
and adr::tinistrative control of its three organic gun Platoons. During 
the entire reporting period, Company A has been in DS of 1st Harines. 

b. Throughout the reporting period, the 1st Platoon has bea~ in OS of 
3/1, the 2nd Platoon has been in DS of 2/~, the 3rd Platoon in OS of 1/1. 

c. Company, due to its CP being located with 1st Marines Regimental 
Command Post, has the mission of manning a portion of the Regimental 
Perimeter. 

d. During the reporting period no eleca~ts of this co~d have 
participated in any major operations. Action has been confined to 
convoying, mechanized pat:ro1s, H&I fires, and support for engineer 
~e-sweep teams. These ~ssions have bea~ shared generally throughout 
the Platoons or the Company. 

1 ENCLOSURE (1) 

CONFIDENTIAL

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY, November 1966

1. Organizational Data.

a. Mission. DS of 1st Marines

b. Location. Da Nang, RVN

1) Company "A" CP - AT 991675
2) 1st Platoon CP - AT 071658
3) 2nd Platoon CP I AT 004623
4) 3rd Platoon CP - AT 104583

C. Period Covered by Report. 1 November to 30 November 1966

d. Name / Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff and Chief Subordinates.

Commanding OfficerCapt D. M. HUTSON
Executive Officer1stLt C. H. STALCUP
First Sergeant1stSgt G. E. DICKSON
Gunnery SergeantGySgt W. K. WEITKNECHT

Subordinate Commanders

1st Platoon Commander2ndLt B. H. BAILEY
2nd Platoon Commander1stLt F. S. ROE
3rd Platoon CommanderSSgt J. S. PANDAVELA

2. Commander's Narrative Summary of Significant Events.

a. During the current reporting period, Company A, has had operational
and administrative control of its three organic gun Platoons. During
the entire reporting period, Company A has been in DS of 1st Marines.

b. Throughout the reporting period, the 1st Platoon has been in DS of

3/1, the 2nd Platoon has been in DS of 2/1, the 3rd Platoon in DS of 1/1.

C. Company, due to its CP being located with 1st Marines Regimental
Command Post, has the mission of manning a portion of the Regimental
Perimeter.

d. During the reporting period no elements of this command have

participated in any major operations. Action has been confined to

convoying, mechanized patrols, H&I fires, and support for engineer
mine-sweep teams. These missions have been shared generally throughout
the Platoons of the Company.

ENCLOSURE (1)1
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e. A chronological listing of significant events: 

1 November. The first Platoon fired 17-106mm rounds as H&I fires. 
See ref (a). 

3 November. The 3rrl Platoon conducted a recon patrol with S-3 of 
1/1. See ref (b). 

4 November. The 1st Platoon expended 21 major caliber rounds at 
suspected enemy positions (AT 067677). See ref (c). 

8 November. 1st Platoon provided for =dnesweep security and fired 
3 major caliber rounds at suspected enemy positions. 2nd Platoon 
conducted mechanized recon. See ref (d) & (e). 

10 November. 1st Platoon fired 13-10611l!1l rounds as H&I fires. 
See ref (f). 

11 November. 2nd Platoon fired 2-106mm rounds at snipers firing on 
helos. Firing ceased. Later, 2nd Platoon fired 16-10600 rounds on 
sniper at AT 013653 with unknown results. SA ceased. Light section 
from 2nd Platoon made Op-Con to 3/1 for overnight protection fo bridge at 
AT 999705. See ref (g). 

12 November. 1st Platoon provided security for minesweep te~. 2nd 
Platoon, while on patrol fired 2-106mm rounds on sniper at AT 
013653 with unknown results. SA ceased. Light section from 2nd 
Platoon made Op-Con to 3/1 for protection of bridge at AT 999705 
overnight. See ref (g). 

13 November. 1st Platoon conducted mechanized patrol. See ref (h). 

14 November. Compa."'1Y !lA" furnished one Ontos for combat patrol 
with 11111 Co, 1st Marines to Antrach (1). Company "A", CO acted 
as assistant CO for patrol. Negative results. 1st Platoon 
furnished three Ontos as security for minesweep team. One Ontos 
from 1st Platoon located at AT 013568 received approx 10 rounds 
SA fire and returned 200 rounds of .30 Cal. SA ceased. See ref (i) • 

15 November. 3rrl Platoon provided a lig~ section of Ontos for 
security for supply convoy to CAC-2. AT 1800H the 2nd Platoon 
dispatched two Ontos ,on request to the aid of a 6X6 truck caught 
in an ambush at AT 035638. Ontos arrived and received SA fire; 
returned 5 major caliber and 1900 rounds of .30 Cal. SA ceased. 
See ref (i) & (j). 

16 November. 1st Platoon provided four Ontos as security for 
ndnesweep. 1st Platoon Ontos on patrol in support of Company F, 
1st Marines returned lO-106r:r::l rounds on SA fire at AT 016619. 
See ref (j). 

17 November. 1st Platoon provided security for minesweep team. 
See ref (k). 

18 Kovember. 1st Platoon provided security for minesweep te~. 
See ref (1). 

2 ENCLOSURE (l) 
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e. A chronological listing of significant events:

1 November. The first Platoon fired 17-106mm rounds as H&I fires.
See ref (2).

3 November. The 3rd Platoon conducted a recon patrol with S-3 of
1/1. See ref (b).

4 November. The 1st Platoon expended 21 major caliber rounds at
suspected enemy positions (AT 067677). See ref (c).

8 November. 1st Platoon provided for minesweep security and fired
3 major caliber rounds at suspected enemy positions. 2nd Platoon
conducted mechanized recon. See ref (d) & (e).

10 November. 1st Platoon fired 13-106mm rounds as H&I fires.
See ref (f).

11 November. 2nd Platoon fired 2-106mm rounds at snipers firing on
helos. Firing ceased. Later, 2nd Platoon fired 16-1.06mm rounds on
sniper at AT 013653 with unknown results. SA ceased. Light section
from 2nd Platoon made Op-Con to 3/1 for overnight protection fo bridge at
AT 999705. See ref (g).

12 November. 1st Platoon provided security for minesweep team. 2nd
Platoon, while on patrol fired 2-106mm rounds on sniper at AT
013653 with unknown results. SA ceased. Light section from 2nd
Platoon made Op-Con to 3/1 for protection of bridge at AT 999705
overnight. See ref (g).

13 November. 1st Platoon conducted mechanized patrol. See ref (h).

14 November. Company "A" furnished one Ontos for combat patrol
with "I" Co, 1st Marines to Antrach (1). Company "A", CO acted
as assistant CO for patrol. Negative results. 1st Platoon
furnished three Ontos as security for minesweep team. One Ontos
from 1st Platoon located at AT 013568 received approx 10 rounds
SA fire and returned 200 rounds of .30 Cal. SA ceased. See ref (i).

15 November. 3rd Platoon provided a light section of Ontos for

security for supply convoy to CAC-2. AT 1800H the 2nd Platoon
dispatched two Ontos, on request to the aid of a 6X6 truck caught
in an ambush at AT 035638. Ontos arrived and received SA fire;
returned 5 major caliber and 1900 rounds of .30 Cal. SA ceased.
See ref (i) & (j).

16 November, 1st Platoon provided four Ontos as security for

minesweep. 1st Platoon Ontos on patrol in support of Company F,
1st Marines returned 10-106mm rounds on SA fire at AT 016619.
See ref (j).

17 November. 1st Platoon provided security for minesweep team.
See ref (k).

18 November. 1st Platoon provided security for minesweep team.See ref (1).
2 ENCLOSURE (1)



CONr'IDENTI A.L 

19 November. 1st Platoon provided a light section for relief 
of ambushed patrol at AT 067677. No action. 1st Platoon also 
furnished Ontos for 2 mine$weeps during the day. A light section 
fro~ 2nd Platoon was made Op-Con to 3/1 for protection of bridgo 
at AT 700999. See ref (m). 

20 Nove~er. 2nd Platoon Ontos received SA fire from AT 996630 
and returned 6 major caliber rounds. SA ceased. At 1630H a 
3rd Platoon Ontos received 35-40 rounds SA fire from AT 113624 
while in blocldng position in support of Company lIe ll , 1st Marines. 
The Ontos returned 250 .30 Cal rounds. 2VC KlSfS and 25 VCS 
were credited to Company lIell. A 3rd Platoon Ontos engaged a 
sniper at AT 992632 after receiving 50 rounds auto-rifle fire. 
The Ontos returned two major caliber rounds and 20 rOW'lds .30 Cal. 
No VC casualties found. Sea ref (n) & (0). 

21 November. The 1st Platoon provided four Ontos for minesweep 
in support of Company liMn, 1st Harines. While in minesweep two 
major caliber rounds were expended on a possible ambush site with 
negative results. The 1st Platoon also provided four Ontos for 
convoy protection for ~ove of 3/115 CP to AT 072658. See ref (0) & (p). 

22 Nove:nber. 3rd Platoon conducted H&I firos expending 56-106rr.m 
rounds. Results: Destroyed large rice warehouse, 2 sn:all buildings, 
and 2 VC KIA IS (confirmed and credited to Company 1I All, IstATBn) 
See ref (q). 

24 November. 1st Platoon supported minesweep team. 3rd Platoon 
conducted H&1 fires expending 11-106::m: rounds. See ref (q). 

28 November. 1st Platoon fired 12-l06mm rounds at sniper with 
negative results. Firing ceased. 2nd Platoon conducted 
mechanized patrol. 3rd Platoon expended 3-106mm rounds at snipers 
vicinity AT 0195TI.. See ref (l"). 

t. Detailed Description of Significant Events. 

1. During the reporting period, the use of Ontos within the TAOR 
of 1st Marines has increased significantly. 

2. During the reporting period, the requirement for short inner 
axles has increased. An effort is being made to correct driving 
practices, but due to the regularity of the breaking of axles the 
fault can not be laid to driving practices exclusively. The 
procurement of inner axles is material to the continued operation 
of thkCompany. 

3 ~CLOSURE (1) 
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19 November. 1st Platoon provided a light section for relief
of ambushed patrol at AT 067677. No action. 1st Platoon also
furnished Ontos for 2 minesweeps during the day. A light section
from 2nd Platoon was made Op-Con to 3/1 for protection of bridge
at AT 700999. See ref (m).

20 November. 2nd Platoon Ontos received SA fire from AT 996630
and returned 6 major caliber rounds. SA ceased. At 1630H a
3rd Platoon Ontos received 35-40 rounds SA fire from AT 113624
while in blocking position in support of Company "C", 1st Marines.
The Ontos returned 250 .30 Cal rounds. 2VC KIS's and 25 VCS
were credited to Company "C" A 3rd Platoon Ontos engaged a
sniper at AT 992632 after receiving 50 rounds auto-rifle fire.

The Ontos returned two major caliber rounds and 20 rounds .30 Cal.
No VC casualties found. See ref (n) & (o).

21 November. The 1st Platoon provided four Ontos for minesweep
in support of Company "M", 1st Marines. While in minesweep two
major caliber rounds were expended on a possible ambush site with
negative results. The 1st Platoon also provided four Ontos for

convoy protection for move of 3/1's CP to AT 072658. See ref (o) & (p).

22 November. 3rd Platoon conducted H&I fires expending 56-106mm
rounds. Results: Destroyed large rice warehouse, 2 small buildings,
and 2 VC KIA's (confirmed and credited to Company "A", 1stATBn)
See ref (q).

24, November. 1st Platoon supported minesweep team. 3rd Platoon
conducted H&I fires expending 11-106mm rounds. See ref (a).

28 November. 1st Platoon fired 12-106mm rounds at sniper with
negative results. Firing ceased. 2nd Platoon conducted
mechanized patrol. 3rd Platoon expended 3-106mm rounds at snipers
vicinity AT 019571. See ref (r).

£. Detailed Description of Significant Events.

1. During the reporting period, the use of Ontos within the TAOR
of 1st Marines has increased significantly.

2. During the reporting period, the requirement for short inner
axles has increased. An effort is being made to correct driving
practices, but due to the regularity of the breaking of axles the
fault can not be laid to driving practices exclusively. The
procurement of inner axles is material to the continued operation
of this Company.

ENCLOSURE (1)3
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Appendix I (List of References) To Company "All, 1st ATBn, Command Chronology, 
November 1966 

1. The following references are cited: 

(a) Company A., SITREP of INov66 
(b) 3Nov66 

Ref. 

(c) 4Nov66 
(d) BNov66 
(e) 9Nov66 
(f) llNov66 
(g) 12Nov66 
(h) 13Nov66 
(i) 14Nov66 
(j) 16Nov66 
(k) 17Nov66 
(1) lSNov66 
(m) 19 Nov66 
(n) 20Nov66 
(0) 21 Nov66 
(p) 22Nov66 
(q) 25Nov66 
(r) 29Nov66 
(5) CO, CoA, lstATBn, r.:sg of 30 November 1966 

4 Ebtl1)SURE (1) 

CONFIDENTIAL

Appendix I (List of References) To Company "A", 1st ATBn, Command Chronology,
November 1966

1. The following references are cited:

(a) Company A, SITREP of 1Nov66Ref.
3Nov66(b)

(c) 4Nov66
(d) 8Nov66

(e) 9Nov66
11Nov66(f)

(g) 12Nov66
13Nov66(h)
14Nov66(i)
16Nov66(j)

(k) 17Nov66
(1) 18Nov66
(m) 19Nov66
(n) 20Nov66
(o) 21Nov66
(p) 22Nov66
(q) 25Nov66

29Nov66(r)
(s) CO, CoA, 1stATBn, msg of 30 November 1966

4 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Froms 
Tos 

Subjs 

Rets 

Enell 

, 

COMPANY B 
1st Antitank Battalion 

let Hlrine DivisiDn (Rein) F.HF 
FPO San Francieco, California 96602 

Oommatding otficer 
Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion (Attn: 

Comm&Di ChroJlOlo81 

(a) BnO 34S0.l 

(1) CoDlllalld ChroJlOlog; November 1966 

RRT/drp 
:3000 
2 Deoember 1966 

8-3) 

1. In accordance with in&tru.ctions contained. in reference (a), enclosure 
(1) i8 submit.ted. 

" 

f 

COMPANY B
1st Antitank Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

RRT/drp
3000
2 December 1966

From: Commanding Officer

Commanding officer, 1st Antitank Battalion (Attn: S-3)To:

Subj: Command Chronology

Ref: (a) BnO 3480.1

Encl: (1) Command Chronology; November 1966

1. In accordance with instructions contained in reference (a), enclosure

(1) is submitted.

PATT. F. DEMPSEZ
B

how

1966



RRT/drP. 
2 Deceliiber 1966 

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY, NOVEMBER 196H. 

1. Organizational Data 

a. Location. Da Nang" Republic ot Vietnam 

b. Period Covered by R!!)Ort. 1 - 30 November 1966 

c. Name/Radc of Commarding Officer, Statf and Chief SUbordinates. 

(1) Commanding Officer and Starf 

Capt T. F. lJEII>SEY 

lstLt R. R. TIMBERG 

lstSgt J. He RFJ:D 

Conmam i ng Officer 

Executive Ot'!i8&r 

First. Sergeant 

GySgt. V. K. WALKER Gunnexy Sergeant 

(2) Subordinate Colll'Jlal\iers 

2n:lLt A. F. TRAINOR, Jr. Second Platoon Commander 

SSgt D. R. PRIDEMORE Third Platoon Commander 

2. Commander's Narrative Summary of Signitieant Events 

a. As & result of the CHOP of the 1st Pla.toon to Conpany "Cit, 1st 
Antitank Battalion, <luring October, CoIlJlaIlY !tBR was reduced to a CaDpany 
Headquarters am two organic Antitank platoons. 

b. During the entire Jalnth of November CoIlJlany "Btt remained in direct 
support of the 4th Battalion, 503rd Airborne in the oort.hern portion of the 
1st Mlrine Division TAOR. The CompaIl1' Headquarters was co-located with the 
4/503rd (Abn) Headquartere. At the commencement of the reporting period the 
200 Platoon was supporting Company A, 4/503rd (Abn) occupying two section 
poe1t1ons counand.ing the Hai Van Pass and the oortbern m"untain approaches 
into the Da N&ng CClllbat Base. The 3rd Platoon was in support of Company lIcn 
4/503rd (Abn). One seotion ocotlpied positions on the eastern finger of Hill 
190 overlooId.ng the Song Cau De. From these positions interdiction fires could 
be placed up ani down the river as well as on the bigh grourd to the north 
an:l west. The other section supported a platoon combat base in the western 
portion of the TACR. One Ontos from the 3rd p1a.toon reinforced a roadblock on 
the bridge which spans the Song Cau De at the point where it flow into the Bay 
or Da Nang. 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY, NOVEMBER 1966

1. Organizational Data

2. Location, Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam

b. Period Covered by Report. 1 - 30 November 1966

C. Name/Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff and Chief Subordinates.

(1) Commanding Officer and Staff

Commanding OfficerCapt T. F. DEMPSEY

Executive OfficerlstLt R. R. TIMBERG

First Sergeant1stSgt J. M. REID

Gunnery SergeantGySgt V. K. WALKER

(2) Subordinate Commanders

Second Platoon Commander2ndLt A. F. TRAYNOR, Jr.

Third Platoon CommanderSSgt D. R. PRIDEMORE

2. Commander's Narrative Summary of Significant Events

a. As a result of the CHOP of the 1st Platoon to Company "C", 1st
Antitank Battalion, during October, Company "B" was reduced to & Company
Headquarters and two organic Antitank platoons.

b. During the entire month of November Company "B" remained in direct

support of the 4th Battalion, 503rd Airborne in the northern portion of the
1st Marine Division TAOR. The Company Headquarters was co-located with the

4/503rd (Abn) Headquarters. At the commencement of the reporting period the
2nd Platoon was supporting Company A, 4/503rd (Abn) occupying two section

positions commanding the Hai Van Pass and the northern mountain approaches
into the Da Nang Combat Base. The 3rd Platoon was in support of Company "C"

4/503rd (Abn). One section ocoupied positions on the eastern finger of Hill

190 overlooking the Song Cau De. From these positions interdiction fires could
be placed up and down the river as well as on the high ground to the north

and west. The other section supported a platoon combat base in the western

portion of the TAOR. One Ontos from the 3rd platoon reinforced a roadblock on
the bridge which spans the Song Cau De at the point where it flows into the Bay
of Da Nang.
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On 2 NOTember this Onto& was relieved. of the above mission ani joined the 
section located on Hill 190. 

c. Baaed on the recommendations of the Comman.iing Officer of this 
Co1Ip&l\Y the Commarding Officer 4/503rd (Abn) decided to displace & light 
section to his Collpany ttB" Comba.t Base on H:Ul 22 at AT 905719. A aigniti­
cant obstacle to this plan appeared to be a stream reportedly unfordable to 
vehicular trati'1c. A bridge aoross the stream had been washed away in the 
early moneoon floods. Rather tb&n delay the displacement until a new bridge 
could be constructed, on 2 November, the Comp~ Comma.tder le~ a patrol to 
reconnoiter the stream ard atteapt to looa.te a ford for the amos. The 
patrol acco~llshed its mission in that & lord was located about 150 meters 
downstream. from the old bridge. 

d. Despite the existence of the ford the displacement ot the section 
to the B/4/503rd (Abn) QoIllllaDi Poet was del'1eci untu 7 November. The dis­
placement was accomplis'h:i utilizing a newly con$truoted pontoon bridge acrose 
the streatJl discussed above. The light section which JD:)ved in to support 
B/4/503rd (Abn) 'Was a combined .ection, one Onto" troD1 both the 2Di and 3rd 
Platoons UI¥ler the operational control ot the 3rd Platoon ColllDlalXler. The 
disposition of the Antitatk units for the rema.iId.er of the reporting period 
was a& stated. below. 

Unit Location 
2m Platoon CP AT 944919 
Lt.Sect,2n:l. Platoon AT 944919 
Lt.Sect,2Di Platoon AT 9.3lass 
3rd Platoon OP AT S97S2l 
Lt.Sect,.3rd Platoon AT 89782J. 
Lt.Sect,)rd Platoon AT 892772 
Lt.Sect,3rd Platoon (Combined Section) AT ~5719 

e. On 3 November the 3rd Platoon supported C/4/S03rd (Abn) on a colllp&Il7 
- abe search aM destroy operation in the west central port.ion of the Batt­
alion sector. The 3rd Platoon set into blocking positions ~ the east aId. 
south lIhile the WantI7 swept eastward through the v1J.lage ot Than Hoa Trung. 
No contact was made with enem;y units during this operation. 

Q 
£ • On~November the Co~D(Jing oti'icer, let Attliitank Battalion, KaJor 

R. E. HAm S vas killed as I. result of a Viet Cong ambush. Major HARRIS, 
(1. C;(.(l ..... ... \ tl 
aCf::oItI-6:l!el!- by the CollPa.D1' Cormnarrler, wae visiting secom platoon positions in 
the Hai Van Pass area. The ambush 1i'a1S sprung trom. the seaward side ot the 
road. haltway up the pass. The Battalion Sergeant Hljor aDi the Battalion 
CoJlllllllder's driver were "IlOUIXled in the action. 
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On 2 November this Ontos was relieved of the above mission and joined the
section located on Hill 190.

c. Based on the recommendations of the Commanding Officer of this
Company the Commanding Officer 4/503rd (Abn) decided to displace a light
section to his Company "B" Combat Base on Hill 22 at AT 905719. A signifi-
cant obstacle to this plan appeared to be a stream reportedly unfordable to
vehicular traffic. A bridge across the stream had been washed away in the

early monsoon floods. Rather than delay the displacement until a new bridge
could be constructed, on 2 November, the Company Commander lead a patrol to
recomoiter the stream and attempt to locate a ford for the Ontos. The
patrol accomplished its mission in that & ford was located about 150 meters
downstream from the old bridge.

d. Despite the existence of the ford the displacement of the section
to the B/4/503rd (Abn) Command Post was delayed until 7 November. The dis-
placement was accomplised utilizing a newly constructed pontoon bridge across
the stream discussed above. The light section which moved in to support
B/4/503rd (Abn) was a combined section, one Ontos from both the 2nd and 3rd
Platoons under the operational control of the 3rd Platoon Commander, The
disposition of the Antitank units for the remainder of the reporting period
was as stated below.

Unit Location
2nd Platoon CP AT 944919

AT 944919Lt.Sect, 2nd Platoon
AT 931885Lt.Sect, 2nd Platoon

3rd Platoon CP AT 897821
Sect, 3rd Platoon AT 897821

AT 892772Lt.Sect,3rd Platoon
Lt.Sect, 3rd Platoon (Combined Section) AT 905719

On 3 November the 3rd Platoon supported c/4/503rd (Abn) on a company
- size search and destroy operation in the west central portion of the Batt-
alion sector. The 3rd Platoon set into blocking positions to the east and
south while the infantry swept eastward through the village of Than Hoa Trung.
No contact was made with enemy units during this operation,

9
OnANovember the Commanding Officer, 1st Antitank Battalion, Major

R. E. HARRIS was killed as a result of a Viet Cong ambush. Major HARRIS,
accomplined by the Company Commander, was visiting second platoon positions in
the Hai Van Pass area. The ambush was sprung from the seaward side of the
road halfway up the pass. The Battalion Sergeant Major and the Battalion
Commander's driver were wounded in the action.
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g. On 23 bember a light section ot the 3rd Platoon lQOved. into supp­
orti:ng posit.ions on HID 19) to provide on - call fires for elements or 
C/4/503rd (Abn) which was SW'eep~ the area north ot the Song C&U Do from 
Truong Dinh through Hoa Lac on an axis of &dvance gener&lly east. .No contact 
was made by the infantry and DO roUDis were experded. by the antitark unit. 

h. During tho month ot November the antitank units ot this Compan;r 
ha.ve been utilized for extensive harrassing wi interdiction tires. A total 
ot 989 major caliber roun1~ were ape~ed during the reporting period, almost 
aU for the nightly ,HArd I tirea. In addition, the Ontos sections ot the .3rd 
Platoon haTe frequentq partiCipated in both corrhat al3d. reconnaiaeance 
patrols with their supported unite or subordinate units thereof'. Despite the 
heavy rains during this period the Onto. has ProTon itself capable of traver­
aing any terrain nec8sS817 for the accomplishment; of its Ddssion. In only 
one instance has an Onto. found itself mired down 1n mud ani it was retrieved 
within minutes b,. the other Ontos in its section. 

1. AI the reporting period tIded the 4th Battalion, 50,rd Airborne was 
preparing to return to ita home base at Bien Boa. It will be reUeved by the 
3rd Battalion 9th Marines. The: Co1ll'aDY' CoJlDlDier is prepariDg recommeMations 
to present to the °".1001 ng Qrficer, 3/9, for & redistribut.ion of ontos units. 
It is the opinion ot this CoIIIII8Di that the inherent mobility ot the Ontos is 
not being ga1nfol.l7 C!IIIG!oyed sinoe the 2m Platoon, on the Ha1 Van Pass, 1s 
operating in & comple& static position. The Col'llftarxlj ng otficer t s reeOJDnend­
ationa ld.ll include displacement of the 2M Pl&toon into the lowland portion 
ot the Battal:lon seotor while replacing the ontos in the mo1JIltaina with either 
groUDi - mounted or mule - mounted 106D1l recoilless rifies. 
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g. On 23 November a light section of the 3rd Platoon moved into supp-
orting positions on Hill 190 to provide on - call fires for elements of
C/4/503rd (Abn) which was sweeping the area north of the Song Cau De from
Truong Dinh through Hoa Lac on an axis of advance generally east. No contact
was made by the infantry and no rounds were expended by the antitank unit.

h. During the month of November the antitank units of this Company
have been utilized for extensive harrassing and interdiction fires. A total
of 989 major caliber rounds were expended during the reporting period, almost
all for the nightly Hand I fires. In addition, the Ontos sections of the 3rd
Platoon have frequently participated in both combat and reconnaissance
patrols with their supported units or subordinate units thereof. Despite the

heavy rains during this period the Ontos has proven itself capable of traver-
sing any terrain necessary for the accomplishment of its mission. In only
one instance has an Ontos found itself mired down in mud and it was retrieved
within minutes by the other Ontos in its section.

As the reporting period ended the 4th Battalion, 503rd Airborne wasi.

preparing to return to its home base at Bien Hos. It will be relieved by the
3rd Battalion 9th Marines. The Company Commander is preparing recommendations
to present to the Commanding Officer, 3/9, for a redistribution of Ontos units.
It is the opinion of this Command that the inherent mobility of the Ontos is
not being gainfully employed since the 2nd Platoon, on the Hai Van Pass, is
operating in a completed static position. The Commanding Officer's recommend-
ations will include displacement of the 2nd Platoon into the lowland portion
of the Battalion sector while replacing the Ontos in the mountains with either
ground - mounted or mile - mounted 106mm recoilless rifles.
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