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HEADQUARTERS 
1st Engineer Battalion 

1st IVIarine DiVision (Rein» Flf..F 
FPO, San Francisco, California, 96602 

3:DWH:wet 
5700 
Sar: 018-66 
28 Feb 1966 

From: COl'lJI!J.anding Officer 
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF 

Subj: Command Chronology (U) 

Ref: (a) DivO 5750.2 

Encl: (1) Command Chronology Report 

1. In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is sub­
mitted herewith. 

2. This letter is unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1). 
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UNCLAssfflm 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, California, 96602

3 :DWH:wet
5700
Ser: 018-66
28 Feb 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subj: Command Chronology (U)

Ref: (a) DivO 5750.2

Encl: (1) Command Chronology Report

1. In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is sub-
mitted herewith.

2. This letter is unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1).

Jh Achele& R. AICHELE

UNCLASSIFIED

062-661ST ENGR BN
CMCC NR
COPY / OF 7 COPIES

S & C FILES
HEADQUARTERS

1ST MARINE DIVISION, FMF

660360

Copy / of 6 copies
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1st Engineer Battalion (-) 
1st lYlarine Division (Rein), FlYIF 
c/o FPO San Francisco, California, 96602 

Headquarters & Service Company (-) 

Support Company (-) 

"Bit Company (-) ("Blf Company HQ's plus 2nd PIt.) 

Camp Hansen, Okinawa 

DISPOSITION OF DETACHED UNI'I'S: 

" A" Company. • • • • • • • · • • to 1st 

1st PIt. fTB" Company • • • • • • to 1/5 

3rd PIt. fiB" Company · • • • • • to 3/5 

Marines 

"C" Company . . . . · . . • • • to RLT 7 

PERIOD COVE}mD: 1 Jan 1966 to 28 Feb 1966 inclusive 

Commanding Officer LtCol J. Ro AICHELE 

Executive Officer iflaj F •. ·P. h.'UNKLE 

Sergeant ])JIajor (Acting) MSgt Iv" i. L. MORGAN 

Adjutant 2ndLt F. H. STRIKER 

s-2/Lega1 Capt T. P. KILDAY 

>.'{S-3 Maj C. R. GIBSON 
Capt J. T. KOlvIAR 

S-4 Maj F. P. KUNKLE 

H&S Co. IstLt R. W. BOLSTER 

If Aff Co. Capt D. H. HINES 

nBtr Co. Capt J. .,. KIRKPATRICK v. 

nOn Co. Capt vv. A. RENNER 

8pt Co. Capt UNCLASSIRED G. R. lI'IEIBAUIVI 
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1st Engineer Battalion (-)
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
c/o FPO San Francisco, California, 96602

Headquarters & Service Company (-)

Support Company (-)

)"B" Company (-) ("B" Company HQ's plus 2nd Plt.

Camp Hansen, Okinawa

DISPOSITION OF DETACHED UNITS:

to 1st Marines"A" Company.

to 1/51st Plt. "B" Company

to 3/53rd Plt. "B" Company

to RLT 7"C" Company

PERIOD COVERED: 1 Jan 1966 to 28 Feb 1966 inclusive

J. R. AICHELELtColCommanding Officer

F. P. KUNKLEMajExecutive Officer

Sergeant Major (Acting) M. L. MORGANMSgt

F. H. STRIKER2ndLtAdjutant

T. P. KILDAYs-2/Legal Capt

C. R. GIBSONMaj*S-3
J. T. KOMARCapt

F. P. KUNKLEMajS-4

R. W. BOLSTER1stLtH&S Co.

D. R. HINESCapt"A" Co.

J. J. KIRKPATRICKCapt"B" Co.

W. A. RENNERCapt" C" Co.

UNCLASSIFIED C. R. MEIBAUMCaptSpt Co.

Enclosure (1)1

DECLASSIFIED



_ i 

DECLASSIFIED 

NARRATIVE SUI~TIIiIARY 

An Operational Suitability Test TADM 04 was conducted by the 
Division for this organization on 5 January. Company ftAt', in 
support of RLT-l, commenced staging on 8 January for deploy­
ment to Vietnam and departed Okinawa 12-13 January. During 
the entire month of Janua.ry approximately 1100 students from 
various Division units attended the Division Demo and Landmine 
~1arfare School conducted by this Battalion. V~"ork on the pre­
fabrication and pre-cutting of lumber for Division Command Post 
structures continued on from December 1965 into the early part 
of January, and W8.S completed in time to be transported to Viet­
nam in February. The advance OP construction party from First 
Engineers departed Okinawa on 26 January enroute to Vietnam via 
air. The 2nd Platoon HEft Company, 1st Engineers, attached to 
2/5 arrived Okinawa from CONUS on 3 February, followed two (2) 
days later by the "B" Company Headquarters group on 5 February. 
Simultaneously with the arrival of 'fBlt Company, the Division 
CP construction party, composed of 1st Engineer personnel and a 
detachment from 1st Shore Party Battalion, COITilllenced loading at 
vThite Beach, and were enroute to Chu Lai on 6 February. Add­
itional engineer personnel, together with cargo totaling approx­
imately 1109 'rons, commenced loading at Naha, Okinawa, on 15 
February and departed for Vietnam on 17 February. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS: 

Operational Suitability Test (OST) Task TADM-04: 

An Operational Suitability Test (08T) was conducted at 
Camp Hansen, Okinawa, on 5 January 1966. Headquarters, 1st 
Engineer Battalion was responsible for emplacement and deton­
ation of the munition as well as security of the area. The 
Demolition Fire OrdeI' was issued to this organization at 0414001 
January 1966. Instructions received required movement of CST 
Task TADlo1-04 in a manner which would parallel that of an amphib­
ious landing and subsequent movement to the emplacement and 
command sites. At 0514011 Jan 1966, OST Task TADTliI-04 detonated 
after activation of the radio fire option. As a result of the 
test, it was determined that the 1st Engineer Battalion is cap­
able of performing its mission in regard to employment of the 
Tactical Atomic Demolition I"luni tion (TADM). A detailed report 
on the test was submitted by the Comrllanding General, First 
Marine Division, to COHnuander, First Fleet (See Appendix A). 
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY

An Operational Suitability Test TADM 04 was conducted by the
Division for this organization on 5 January. Company "A" in
support of RLT-1, commenced staging on 8 January for deploy-
ment to Vietnam and departed Okinawa 12-13 January. During
the entire month of January approximately 1100 students from
various Division units attended the Division Demo and Landmine
Warfare School conducted by this Battalion. Work on the pre-
fabrication and pre-cutting of lumber for Division Command Post
structures continued on from December 1965 into the early part
of January, and was completed in time to be transported to Viet-
nam in February. The advance CP construction party from First
Engineers departed Okinawa on 26 January enroute to Vietnam via
air. The 2nd Platoon "B" Company, 1st Engineers, attached to
2/5 arrived Okinawa from CONUS on 3 February, followed two (2)
days later by the "B" Company Headquarters group on 5 February.
Simultaneously with the arrival of "B" Company, the Division
CP construction party, composed of 1st Engineer personnel and a
detachment from 1st Shore Party Battalion, commenced loading at
White Beach, and were enroute to Chu Lai on 6 February. Add-
itional engineer personnel, together with cargo totaling approx-
imately 1109 Tons, commenced loading at Naha, Okinawa, on 15
February and departed for Vietnam on 17 February.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

Operational Suitability Test (OST) Task TADM-04:

An Operational Suitability Test (OST) was conducted at
Camp Hansen, Okinawa, on 5 January 1966. Headquarters, 1st
Engineer Battalion was responsible for emplacement and deton-
ation of the munition as well as security of the area. The
Demolition Fire Order was issued to this organization at 041400I
January 1966. Instructions received required movement of OST
Task TADM-04 in a manner which would parallel that of an amphib-
ious landing and subsequent movement to the emplacement and
command sites. At 0514011 Jan 1966, OST Task TADM-04 detonated
after activation of the radio fire option. As a result of the
test, it was determined that the 1st Engineer Battalion is cap-
able of performing its mission in regard to employment of the
Tactical Atomic Demolition Munition (TADM). A detailed report
on the test was submitted by the Commanding General, First
Marine Division, to Commander, First Fleet (See Appendix A).
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Departure of "A~ Company, 1st Engineers 

On 8 January If Atr Company Headquarters, attached to RLT-l, 
and 3rd Platoon HA" Company, attached to 3/1, cormnenced staging 
at vfnite Beach and Naha for eventual deployment to Vietnam. 
The ships departed Okinawa on 12-13 January (See Appendix A). 

Technical Assistance Provided by Demolition and Landmine War­
fare School: 

During the month of January, the Division Demolition and 
Landmine Warfare School, conducted by the 1st Engineer Battalion, 
was heavily committed as evidenced by the fact that approximately 
1100 students attended the two (2) day course of instruction. 
A breakdown of students per unit is as follows: 

Unit 

Basic Training Unit (BTU) 
HQ's Group 3/1 
I Co. 3/4 
Basic 1300's EngrSptCo. 
K Co. 3/4 
EngrPlt 3/4-
Recon Bn 
CIJIC Inspection Team 

L Co. 3/4 
M Co. 3/4 
B Co. 3rd Recon Bn 
1stAmtracBn 
lstTankBn 

Division CP Construction: 

No. of Students 

235 
200 
150 

10 
130 

30 
25 
15 (2hr. briefing 
and jungle lane) 

130 
130 

25 
40 
50 (2hr. class -

Field Fortifications) 

The pre-fabrication of the HmOFF Tank, and the pre-cutting 
of lumber for the Division CP contonement structures for use in 
Vietnam, were completed in middle January. An estimated 54,000 
board feet of lumber was pre-cut by the construction platoon, 
1st Engineers. All the lumber, including the H'lHOFF Tank, was 
banded and then marked for shipment. 

Advance Party of Division CP Construction Party Departs: 

An advance party consisting of construction personnel, 

3 Enclosure (l) 

~~-------

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Departure of "A" Company, 1st Engineers

On 8 January "A" Company Headquarters, attached to RLT-1,
and 3rd Platoon "A" Company, attached to 3/1, commenced staging
at White Beach and Naha for eventual deployment to Vietnam.
The ships departed Okinawa on 12-13 January (See Appendix A).

Technical Assistance Provided by Demolition and Landmine War-
fare School:

During the month of January, the Division Demolition and
Landmine Warfare School, conducted by the 1st Engineer Battalion,
was heavily committed as evidenced by the fact that approximately
1100 students attended the two (2) day course of instruction.
A breakdown of students per unit is as follows:

No. of StudentsUnit

Basic Training Unit (BTU) 235
HQ's Group 3/1 200
I Co. 3/4 150
Basic 1300's EngrSptCo. 10
K Co. 3/4 130
EngrPlt 3/4 30
Recon Bn 25

15 (2hr. briefingCMC Inspection Team
and jungle lane)

L Co. 3/4 130
M Co. 3/4 130
B Co. 3rd Recon Bn 25
1stAmtracBn 40

50 (2hr. class -1stTankBn
Field Fortifications)

Division CP Construction:

The pre-fabrication of the IMHOFF Tank, and the pre-cutting
of lumber for the Division CP contonement structures for use in
Vietnam, were completed in middle January. An estimated 54,000
board feet of lumber was pre-cut by the construction platoon,
1st Engineers. All the lumber, including the IMHOFF Tank, was
banded and then marked for shipment.

Advance Party of Division CP Construction Party Departs:

An advance party consisting of construction personnel,
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draftsmen, and surveyors, from the 1st Engineer Battalion 
departed by air for Vietnam on 26 January. The advance party 
was headed by l'iIajor C. R. GIBSON, S-3 1st Engineers, who 
assumed the additional duty of Resident Officer In Charge of 
Construction (RGINe). 

"B" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion arrival from CONUS: 

The 2nd Platoon, "B" Company, 1st Engineers arrived with 
other supporting elements of 2/5 at vl[h.ite Beach on 3 February 
from CONUS. On 5 February, nBff Company Headquarters, 1st 
Engineers, arrived from CONUS with RLT-5 Headquarters Group, 
and was subsequently attached to this organization; however, 
logistical support of "BT! Company remained. the re.sponsibility 
of the 5th Marine Regiment. 

~ Division CF Construction Party Departs: 

On 6 February, the Division CP construction party consisting 
of sixty-eight (68) people from 1st Engineers, and augmented by 
a detachment of thirty-one (31) people from 1st Shore Party 
Battalion, departed Okinawa for Chu Lai on the L3D-2 BELLGROVE. 
ApprOXimately 54,000 board feet of pre-cut lumber was loaded 
aboard the BELLGROVE also. The party arrived and off1oaded at 
Chu Lai on 11 February. 

Additional Engineers Depart for Vietnam: 

The loading of approximately 1109 Tons of cargo and equip­
ment, and 227,000 board feet of lumber cormnenced 15 February at 
the Naha Port. Four (4) Officers and ninety-five (95) Enlisted 
boarded the LST 1 s USS HENRY COUNTY 824 and USS ST.CLAIR 1096 
bound for Chu Lai to join up with the 1st Engineers presently 
there. They departed Okinawa on 17 February. 

Third Increment of Engineers Departs: 

A third increment of 1st Engineers totaling 45 people began 
staging at N'aha on 24 February for movement to Vietnam aboard 
the USS TERRELL COUNTY, and departed Okinawa for Chu Lai on 
28 February 1966. 
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draftsmen, and surveyors, from the 1st Engineer Battalion
departed by air for Vietnam on 26 January. The advance party
was headed by Major C. R. GIBSON, S-3 1st Engineers, who
assumed the additional duty of Resident Officer In Charge of
Construction (ROINC).

"B" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion arrival from CONUS:

The 2nd Platoon, "B" Company, 1st Engineers arrived with
other supporting elements of 2/5 at White Beach on 3 February
from CONUS. On 5 February, "B" Company Headquarters, 1st
Engineers, arrived from CONUS with RLT-5 Headquarters Group,
and was subsequently attached to this organization; however,
logistical support of "B" Company remained the responsibility
of the 5th Marine Regiment.

Division CP Construction Party Departs:

On 6 February, the Division CP construction party consisting
of sixty-eight (68) people from 1st Engineers, and augmented by
a detachment of thirty-one (31) people from 1st Shore Party
Battalion, departed Okinawa for Chu Lai on the LSD-2 BELLGROVE.
Approximately 54,000 board feet of pre-cut lumber was loaded
aboard the BELLGROVE also. The party arrived and offloaded at
Chu Lai on 11 February.

Additional Engineers Depart for Vietnam:

The loading of approximately 1109 Tons of cargo and equip-
ment, and 227,000 board feet of lumber commenced 15 February at
the Naha Port. Four (4) Officers and ninety-five (95) Enlisted
boarded the LST's USS HENRY COUNTY 824 and USS ST. CLAIR 1096
bound for Chu Lai to join up with the 1st Engineers presently
there. They departed Okinawa on 17 February.

Third Increment of Engineers Departs:

A third increment of 1st Engineers totaling 45 people began
staging at Naha on 24 February for movement to Vietnam aboard
the USS TERRELL COUNTY, and departed Okinawa for Chu Lai on
28 February 1966.
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REFERENCE LIST 

Operational Suitability Test TADr.T-04 

Company ttArt Departure 
CP Construction Party Departure 
(Advance Party) 

CP Construction Party Departure 
(Main Body) 
2nd Increment of Engineers Departure 
3rd Increment of Engineers Departure 
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IstIV'arDiv Ltr Ser 008-66 
dtd 13Jan66 
IstMarDiv IvISG 060745Z Dec65 

lstMarDiv LtrOrd 7/TAD/reo 
over 1320 dtd 22Jan66 

lstlvIarDiv MSG 220025Z Jan66 
lstMarDiv N~G 200008Z Jan66 
lstMarDiv LtrOrd 7/9FF/wwg 
over 1320 dtd 26Febb6 
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REFERENCE LIST

REFERENCEEVENT

1stMarDiv Ltr Ser 008-66Operational Suitability Test TADM-04
dtd 133 Jan66
1stMarDiv MSG 060745Z Dec65Company "A" Departure

CP Construction Party Departure
1stMarDiv LtrOrd 7/TAD/reo(Advance Party)
over 1320 dtd 22Jan66

CP Construction Party Departure
1stMarDiv MSG 220025Z Jan66(Main Body)
1stMarDiv MSG 200008Z Jan662nd Increment of Engineers Departure
1stMarDiv LtrOrd 7/OFF/wwg3rd Increment of Engineers Departure
over 1320 dtd 26Feb66
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SUPPORTING DOCUl,JENTS 

TAB A. Pre-fabrication and pre-cutting of lumber for CF 
Contonement structures - Photos 

1 

Appendix B 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

TAB A. Pre-fabrication and pre-cutting- of lumber for CP
Contonement structures - Photos

1
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SECTION XII - Compan;y "A", lstEngrBn 

1. Significant Events. 

a. Headquarters of Comnruw "A"; 1st Engineer Battalion oame under 
OPCON/ADCON of RLT-l on 3Jan66. It embarked aboard the USS WINDHAM 
COUNTY (LST 1170) at Naha, Okinawa on l2Jan66, and debarked at Chu Lai 
RVN on 11 and 23Jan66. The 1st and 2nd platoons of "B" CO, 3dEngrBn 
were joined on 19Ja.n66, and Co"An came under ADCON of 3dEngrBn on 
2OJan66. The 1st platoon moved to the 1st Marine C.P. on 24Jan66 while (::I 
the 2nd platoon remained phYsically with t'B" Co to take part in operation '.. _ 
Double Eagle. -D 

b. The utilities seotion machiner.y operated 274 hours producing 
157,320 gallons of potable water and l06,}OO gallons of raw water. 
Entrance roads were built into the C.P. 's of 2/4 and 1st Marines. Ifeavy 
equipment was operated 12 hours in support ?f the 1st Marines. 

2. Problems encountered. 

a. The platoons from 3dEngrBn have many outstanding priority 12 
requisitions dating back to 26May65. These requisitions arc primarily 
for hand tools neoessaxy to accomplish our assigned missions. 

b. This CompaJl\Y' has one Tn-IS and one TD-18 deadlinod leaving no 
heavy equipment available for support. 

c. There is an acute shortage of personnel whioh will get worse 
due to a number of personnel rotating in February and March. 
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SECTION XII - Company "A", 1stEngrBn

1. Significant Events.

a. Headquarters of Company "A", 1st Engineer Battalion came under
OPCON/ADCON of RLT-1 on 3Jan66. It embarked aboard the USS WINDHAM
COUNTY (LST 1170) at Naha, Okinawa on 12Jan66, and debarked at Chu Lai
RVN on 17 and 23Jan66. The 1st and 2nd platoons of "B" Co, 3dEngrBn
were joined on 19Jan66, and Co"A" came under ADCON of 3dEngrBn on
20Jan66. The 1st platoon moved to the 1st Marine C.P. on 24Jan66 while
the 2nd platoon remained physically with "B" Co to take part in Operation
Double Eagle.

b. The utilities section machinery operated 274 hours producing
157,320 gallons of potable water and 106,300 gallons of raw water.
Entrance roads were built into the C.P.'s of 2/4 and 1st Marines. Heavy
equipment was operated 12 hours in support of the 1st Marines.

2. Problems encountered.

a. The platoons from 3dEngrBn have many outstanding priority 12
requisitions dating back to 26May65. These requisitions are primarily
for hand tools necessary to accomplish our assigned missions.

b. This Company has one TD-15 and one TD-18 deadlined leaving no
heavy equipment available for support.

C. There is an acute shortage of personnel which will get worse
due to a number of personnel rotating in February and March.
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" COMPANY "A'; (.~) (Rein) ~ 
1st Engineer: Bat tali on . 

3d Engineer. Battalion, 3d. Maxine Division (Rem) FHF 
FPO, San Franaisco 96602 

Command Chronology 

1. Organizational Data including attachments I 

DRH:lws. 
5213/4 
5Ma.r66 

a. Designation/Location. At the beginning of the reporting p''xiod 
"A" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion WQ,S. located at Chu led, Viet­
nam. The Company was· oomposed of the Headquarters and two Engineer 
Platoons from "B" Company, 3d Engineer Battalion, 

b. Period covered, 1 February to 28 February 1966 

CO Capt HlNl!5 
lstPltCmdr lstLt FELSKE 
2ndPltCmdr lstLt NICHOLS 

d. Average monthly strength during neriod. 
USMC USN 

OfficerBl 3 0 
Enliste.d 7 a 1 

2. Sequential listW of Sitmifiom t events as they relate to: 

a. Personnel. Three enlisted personnel wvre joined and four were 
rotated during I!'ebruary. . 

b. Administra.tion.· Nothing significant. 

o. Intelligence. Nothing idgnificant 

d. Operations and Training. Follo'W:ing is a compilation of principal 
jobs performed during February. 

(1) Produced }81,500 gallons of potable and. 278,000 gallons (£ 

raw water with 45~ machinery hour.,. 

(2) Dug 2 wells. 

(;)Fabrioated 79 pieces of i'urni ture. 

(4) Replaced one bridge blown by Viet Cong. 

(5) Installed 4 culverts on Hill 69. 

(6) Construo-bgd 26 strongba.cl:s e..."'1d Il1OV'ed. 7. 
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COMPANY "A" (-) (Rein)
1st Engineer Battalion

3d Engineer Battalion, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602

DRH:lws.
5213/4
5Mar66

Command Chronology

1. Organizational Data including attachments:

Designation/Location. At the beginning of the reporting perioda,
"A" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion was located at Chu Lai, Viet-
nam. The Company was composed of the Headquarters and two Engineer
Platoons from "B" Company, 3d Engineer Battalion.

b. Period covered, 1 February to 28 February 1966

C. Name/Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff and principal subordinates,
T/O billet assignments.

CO Capt HINES
1stP1tCmdr lstLt FELSKE
2ndPltCmdr 1stLt NICHOLS

d. Average monthly strength during period.
USMC USN
3Officers o

Enlisted 178

2. Sequential listing of significant events as they relate to:

a. Personnel. Three enlisted personnel were joined and four were
rotated during February.

b. Administration. Nothing significant.

C. Intelligence. Nothing significant

Operations and Training. Following is a compilation of principal
jobs performed during February

(1) Produced 381,500 gallons of potable and 278,000 gallons of

raw water with 451 machinery hours.

(2) Dug 2 wells.

(3) Fabricated 79 pieces of furniture.

(4) Replaced one bridge blown by Viet Cong.

(5) Installed 4 culverts on Hill 69.

(6) Constructed 26 strongbacks and moved 7.
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7 Reavy-equipme...'lt operated for 75 hours,. 

(8) Instructed 104 students at 11:ine Scheol 

Enclosure: 

(l) Detailed Chronology 

D. Ro HJNES 

A. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(7) Heavy =ILequipment operated for 75 hours.

(8) Instructed 104 students at Mine Schedl

Enclosure:

(1) Detailed Chronology

D. R. HINES
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Detailed Chrono~ • 
17 February - Second platoon :returned from Operation Double Eagle. Third. 

platoon arrived in CP, "but still joined to li&S Company, 3/10 

18 Febru~y - Two s~uads of third platoon left on Operation Double Eagle 
phase II. 

28 February - Tv!O squads, returned froID Operetion Double Eagle phase II. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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Detailed Chrono Y.

17 February - Second platoon returned from Operation Double Eagle. Third
platoon arrived in CP, but still joined to H&S Company, 3/1.

18 February - Two squads of third platoon left on Operation Double Eagle
phase II.

28 February - Two squads returned from Operation Double Eagle phase II.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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