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HEA.DQ,UA.RTERS 
1st Engineer Battalion 

l&t Marine Division (Rein), FMF· 
0/0 F.PO San Francisoo, Oalifornia 96602 

5700 
3/JTK/dwh 
2 Apr 1966 

From.. Commanding Officer 
To, Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), PM]' 

Subj t, Command Chronology 

Ref. (a) DivO 5750.2 

Enola (1) Command Chronology Report 

1. In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith. 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
c/o FPO San Francisco, California 96602

5700
3/JTK/dwh
2 Apr 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subjs Command Chronology

Ref: (a) DivO 5750.2

Encl: (1) Command Chronology Report

1. In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted herewith.
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1st Engineer :Battalion (-) 
ls.t Marine Division (Rein), »IF 
c/o FPO San Francisco, California, 96602 

Headquarters & Service Company (-) 

Support Company (-) 

"A't Company (-) (Rein) 

IIC" Company (Rein) 

Chu-Lai, Viet-Nam 

1st PIt "A" Company (-) 

Phu Bai, Viet-Nam 

DISPOSITION OF DETACHED UNITS 

"B" Company (-) (Rein) to 5th RLT 

1st P1t (Rein) to 1/5 

~rd PIt (Rein) to 3/5 

'. 

PERIOD COVERED: 1 March 1966 to 31 Mar 1966 inclusive 

Commanding Officer LtCol J. R. AICHELE 

Executive Officer Maj F. P. KUNKLE 

Sergeant ~1a.jor SgtMaj F. C. HALL 

Adjutant/S-l 2ndLt F. H. STRIKER 

S-2/Lega1 Capt T.P •. KILDAY 

5-3 Capt J.T. KOMAR 

S~4 Maj F.F. K1lNKLE 

H&S. Co. 1stLt R. W. BOLSTER 

"All Co., Capt D.R. HINES 

n:B" Co. Capt J.J. KIRKPATRICK 

"C" Co. Ca.pt W.A •. RENNER 

Spt Co. Capt G.R. MEIBAUM 

I Enclosure (1) .-
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1st Engineer Battalion (-)
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

c/o FPO San Francisco, California, 96602

Headquarters & Service Company (-)

Support Company (-)

"A" Company (-) (Rein)

"C" Company (Rein)

Chu-Lai, Viet-Nam

1st Plt "A" Company (-)

Phu Bai, Viet-Nam

DISPOSITION OF DETACHED UNITS

"B" Company (-) (Rein) to 5th RLT

1st Plt (Rein) to 1/5

3rd Plt (Rein) to 3/5

PERIOD COVERED: 1 March 1966 to 31 Mar 1966 inclusive

Commanding Officer LtCol J. R. AICHELE

Executive Officer Maj F. P. KUNKLE

SgtMajSergeant Major F. C. HALL

Adjutant/S-1 2ndLt F. H. STRIKER

S-2/Legal Capt T.P. KILDAY

S-3 Capt J.T. KOMAR

S-4 Maj F.P. KUNKLE

H&S Co. 1stLt R.W. BOLSTER

"A" Co. Capt D.R. HINES

"B" Co. Capt J.J. KIRKPATRICK

"C" Co. Capt W.A. RENNER

CaptSpt Co. G.R. MEIBAUM
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Resident Offioer in"Charge 
of Construotion (Division CP) Maj C.R. GIBSON 

NABRATIVE SUN1'lARY 

The 1st Engineer Battalion (-) embarked aboard the USS COLONIAL 
LSD-18 for deployment to OBU-LAI, VIET-lAM on 19 Mar 1966. 
The organizatiori arrived in-oountry on 23 March and established 
the 1st Engineer Command Post at ooordinates 548012. Aotual 
oonstruction of the Command"Post commenoed. "24 March during oontinuous 
unloading of organizational supplies and equipment. On 21 March 
(0800) a 125 Air Compressor was dispatohed to the proximity of the 
Song An Tan Ferry Crossing near the village of An Tan to inflate 
rubber rafts for a detachment of 1st Bridge Company. At 1530 on 29 Maroh, 
Companies IIA" & IIC" were detaohed from 1st :~d 7th Marines respectively 
and returned to Battalion oontrol. In answetr to e. committment reoeived 
from Division Headquarters at 1130 on 30 March, a detaohment from 
"A" Company, 1st Engineers was deployed to the vioinity north of 
An Tan Village on Highway #1 to oonduct a reoonnaissance of road 
damage inflicted by the vets. On 31 Maroh at approximately 0900, a 
detaohmen t from I1C" Company, 1st Engineers was dispatched in support 
of a convoy of aviation tankers headed south to Quang Ngai. Elements 
of the battalion oonsisting of Utilities Platoon, Support Company and 
Conatruotion Platoon, Support Company continued work on erection of 
the 1st Marine Division Command Post contonement struotures. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS. 

Deployment of 1st Engineer Battalion to Viet-Nama 

This organization oommenced loading aboard the USS Colonial 
(LSD-18) at White Beaoh, Okinawa, for deployment of the remainder 
of the battalion to Chu-Lai, Viet-Ham, on 17 Mar 1966. The Commanding 
Offioer, 1st Engineer Battalion, was deSignated as Embarkation "Group 
Commander for the three ships USS Talledega, USS Seminole, and USS 
Colonial. Loading was completed on 19 Mar 1966, whereupon the element 
departed Okinawa. 

Arrival of Battalion m-Countryl 

The battalion (-) arrived at Chu-Lai, Viet-Nam at approximately 
1230 hours on 23 Mar and commenoed unloading. A Command Post was 
established at coordinates 548012, which is immediately adjacent to 
the 7th Mar Regt. Unloa.ding was completed on 25 Mar. 

Support of Detachment, 1st Bridge Company: 

No significant details. See Narrative Summa.r;r. 

Reversion to 1st Engineer Battalion Control, 

2 Enolosure (1) 
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Resident Officer in Charge
of Construction (Division CP) Maj C. R. GIBSON

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The 1st Engineer Battalion (-) embarked aboard the USS COLONIAL
LSD-18 for deployment to CHU-LAI, VIET-NAM on 19 Mar 1966.
The organization arrived in-country on 23 March and established
the 1st Engineer Command Post at coordinates 548012. Actual
construction of the Command Post commenced 24 March during continuous
unloading of organizational supplies and equipment. On 27 March
(0800) a 125 Air Compressor was dispatched to the proximity of the
Song An Tan Ferry Crossing near the village of An Tan to inflate
rubber rafts for a detachment of 1st Bridge Company. At 1530 on 29 March,
Companies "A" & "C" were detached from 1st and 7th Marines respectively
and returned to Battalion control. In answer to a committment received
from Division Headquarters at 1130 on 30 March, a detachment from
"A" Company, 1st Engineers was deployed to the vicinity north of
An Tan Village on Highway #1 to conduct a reconnaissance of road
damage inflicted by the VC's. On 31 March at approximately 0900, a
detachment from "C" Company, 1st Engineers was dispatched in support
of a convoy of aviation tankers headed south to Quang Ngai. Elements
of the battalion consisting of Utilities Platoon, Support Company and
Construction Platoon, Support Company continued work on erection of
the 1st Marine Division Command Post contonement structures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

Deployment of 1st Engineer Battalion to Viet-Nam:

This organization commenced loading aboard the USS Colonial
(LSD-18) at White Beach, Okinawa, for deployment of the remainder
of the battalion to Chu-Lai, Viet-Nam, on 17 Mar 1966. The Commanding
Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion, was designated as Embarkation Group
Commander for the three ships USS Talledega, USS Seminole, and USS
Colonial. Loading was completed on 19 Mar 1966, whereupon the element
departed Okinawa.

Arrival of Battalion IN-Country:

The battalion (-) arrived at Chu-Lai, Viet-Nam at approximately
1230 hours on 23 Mar and commenced unloading. A Command Post was
established at coordinates 548012, which is immediately adjacent to
the 7th Mar Regt. Unloading was completed on 25 Mar.

Support of Detachment, 1st Bridge Company:

No significant details. See Narrative Summary.

Reversion to 1st Engineer Battalion Control:

Enclosure (1)2
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At 1530 on 29 Mar the 1st Engineer letter oompanies (itA" & "ell) 
were detached from the 1st & 7th Marines respectively, to remain in 
direct support of the Infantry Regiments. 

An Tan Committment: 

The Battalion Commander and Company Commander, "A" Company, 
conducted a reconnaissance along Highway #1 north of An Tan 
from Ooord. 410130 to 388165 to determine requirements for repair 
of damage done to the highway by VO's, the damage consisted -of 17 
outs which were mined. The recon was completed and details given 
to the Division Engineer G-2 and G-4. 

Quang Ngai Oonvoy Oommittment: 

At approximately 0900 on 31 Mar a detachment consisting of six 
(6) people from non company with appropriate equipment, was dis­
patched immediately as a supporting element for a convoy of 
aviation tankers whioh were enroute south to ~ Ngai. Due to 
the immediate nature of the committment when received, further 
details are unavailable as Q£ this writing, except to say that 
securit,y was provided by 2/7. 

Division CP Construction: 

Work on the Division Command Post continued in full swing. 
upon receiving word on the date of arrival of Division Headquarters 
elements, approximately 15 contonementswere constructed in 12 days 
by engineer personnel and were oompleted1n time for their arrival. 

Utili ties.: 

The Battalion is operating the following water points. 

Ooord.545011 
588014 
502036 
53902;5 
53707-5 (Shower Only) 
534079 
528086 (Shower Only) 
463072 -
565044 (Under Oonstruction) 
519044 (Proposed) 
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At 1530 on 29 Mar the 1st Engineer letter companies ("A" & "C")
were detached from the 1st & 7th Marines respectively, to remain in
direct support of the Infantry Regiments.

An Tan Committment:

The Battalion Commander and Company Commander, "A" Company,
conducted a reconnaissance along Highway #1 north of An Tan
from Coord. 410130 to 388165 to determine requirements for repair
of damage done to the highway by VC's, the damage consisted of 17
cuts which were mined. The recon was completed and details given
to the Division Engineer G-2 and G-4.

Quang Ngai Convoy Committment:

At approximately 0900 on 31 Mar a detachment consisting of six
(6) people from "C" Company with appropriate equipment, was dis-
patched immediately as a supporting element for a convoy of
aviation tankers which were enroute south to Quang Ngai. Due to
the immediate nature of the committment when received, further
details are unavailable as of this writing, except to say that
security was provided by 2/7.

Division CP Construction:

Work on the Division Command Post continued in full swing.
Upon receiving word on the date of arrival of Division Headquarters
elements, approximately 75 contonements were constructed in 12 days
by engineer personnel and were completed in time for their arrival.

Utilities:

The Battalion is operating the following water points:

Coord. 545017
588014
502036
539023
537075 (Shower Only)
534079
528086 (Shower Only)
463072
565044 (Under Construction)
519044 (Proposed)
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REFERENCE LIST 

:sattalion Deployment to Viet-Nam 
Reversion to 1st MarDiv Control 
.An Tan Commi ttmen t 
Quang Ngai Commi ttment 

Appendix A 
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REEERENCE, 

260317Z. Feb 66 
Msg 290600~Mar 66 
None 
None 
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COMPANY "A" (-) (Rein) 

Command Chronology 

1st Engineer Battalion 
1st Marine Division (Rein) F'l'1F 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 

1. Orsanizational Data. including attachm~:. 

DRH:1ws 
5213/4 
5Apr66 

a. DesigIl~,:ti,'2!l&.2cation. During the period covered "A" Company 
1st Engineer Battalion was located at Chu Lai, Vietnam. The 
Company waS composed of Headquarters and one platoon of "A" 
Company and two platoons from "B" Company, 3rd Engineer 
Battalion. 

b. Period covered~ 1 March to 29 March 1966 

c. !fam..2LRank of Oommanding Officer, Staff and principal subordinates 
ilo qjlli.:L.~ssj~ents. 

CO Capt HINES 
lstPltCmdr lstLt FELSKE 
2ndPltCmdr lstLt NICHOLS 
3rdPltCmdr lstLt HILL 

d. Average monthl,y strength d~ing periocb. 
USMC USN 

Officers 4- 0 
Enlisted 1~3 1 

20 §.§9,uential 1istin1L9f significant events as they relate to: 

a~ ~.E:~n1!~l?. 

(1) jrd Platoon returned to oontrol of "A" Company2.Mar66 

(2) Gained 1 Officer and 51 Enlisted and rotated 1 Offioer 
and 7 Enlisted during March 

(3) Four men were wounded in action. 

b o !d~E.stration~ Nothing Significant. 

c ~ l.~telli~noG. Nothing Significant. 

do ~~ratio:ns and Trainin...B'L Following is a. compilation of 
principal jobs performed during 1'!arch& 

(1) Produced 921,000 gallons of potable water and 618,000 
gallons of raw water with 965 machinery hours. 

(2) Erected 36 strongbacks and moved 10. 

(3) Fabricated 57 pieces of furniture. 

(4) Erected 12 bunkers 

DECLASSIFIED 
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COMPANY "A" (-) (Rein)
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602

DRH:lws

5213/4
5Apr66

Command Chronology

1. Organizational Data including attachments:

Designation/Location. During the period covered "A" Companya.
1st Engineer Battalion was located at Chu Lai, Vietnam. The
Company was composed of Headquarters and one platoon of "A"

Company and two platoons from "B" Company, 3rd Engineer
Battalion.

b. Period covered. 1 March to 29 March 1966

C. Name/Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff and principal subordinates
T/O billet assignments.

CO Capt HINES
lstPltCmdr 1stLt FELSKE
2ndPltCmdr 1stLt NICHOLS
3rdPltCmdr 1stLt HILL

d. Average monthly strength during period.
USNUSMC

Officers 04
Enlisted 113 1

2. Sequential listing of significant events as they relate to:

a. Personnel,

(1) 3rd Platoon returned to control of "A" Company 2 Mar66

(2) Gained 1 Officer and 51 Enlisted and rotated 1 Officer
and 7 Enlisted during March

(3) Four men were wounded in action.

b. Administration. Nothing significant.

C. Intelligence. Nothing Significant.

d. Operations and Training. Following is a compilation of
principal jobs performed during March:

(1) Produced 921,000 gallons of potable water and 618,000
gallons of raw water with 965 machinery hours.

(2) Erected 36 strongbacks and moved 10.

(3) Fabricated 57 pieces of furniture.

(4) Erected 12 bunkers
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e (5-) Dug ~ wells (Incomplete) 

(6) Opera ted heavy equiptlent for 148 hours and 216 man hours. 

(7) Three times re:p5.i.~ed road blovffi by va. 

(8) Constructed one bridge. 

(9) Inst~ucted 162 students in Mine School 

,/ (1) Detailed Om-onology 

D. R. HINES 
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(5) Dug 2 wells (Incomplete)

(6) Operated heavy equipment for 148 hours and 216 men hours.

(7) Three times repaired road blown by VC.

(8) Constructed one bridge.

(9) Instructed 162 students in Mine School

Enclosure:

(1) Detailed Chronology

D.R. HINES
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2 March - Third Platoon returned ADC'OlT of "An Company 

4 rtmrch - T,,,"o squads of 3:;:od ple,toon nou~ted out on short notice with 
3/1 for Croration Utah. 

5 March - Ad.vised that :'A" Compan.y would supply 1 Officer and 15 men 
for 1st Y~rin99t provisional company_ 

T March - All pe:r:soll..l1el retumed from~eration Utah. 

10 ¥~rch - First Platoon reported to AirFreight with 1/4 for deployment. 
Did not deploy, and returned to C.P. 

1) March ~ Two squads of 1st platoon deployed to Phu Bai with elements 
of 1/4 

11 March - Two squads of 2nd platoon deployed in support of 2/4 
18 March - Second platoon squad returned to C.P. 

20 March •. FOI;;.:;: aquad3 deployed on Operation Texas in support of· 2/4 
and 3/1 

21 March - Additional squad deployed on Operation Texas in support of 1/4 
24 March - All personnel returned from Operation Texas 

28 March - Third Platoon deployed in support of elements of 3/1 
29 March .- Third Platoon returned to C.P. 

Game under OpeON of 1 stEngrBn, lstMarDi v 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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DETAILED CHRONOLOGY

2 March - Third Platoon returned ADCON of "A" Company

4 March - Two squads of 3rd platoon mounted out on short notice with
3/1 for Operation Utah.

5 March - Advised that "A" Company would supply 1 Officer and 15 men
for 1st Marines' provisional company.

if March - All personnel returned from Operation Utah.

10 March - First Platoon reported to Air Freight with 1/4 for deployment.
Did not deploy, and returned to C.P.

13 March an Two squads of 1st platoon deployed to Phu Bai with elements
of 1/4

17 March - Two squads of 2nd platoon deployed in support of 2/4

18 March - Second platoon squad returned to C.P.

20 March - Four squads deployed on Operation Texas in support of 2/4
and 3/1

21 March in Additional squad deployed on Operation Texas in support of 1/4

24 March - All personnel returned from Operation Texas

28 March - Third Platoon deployed in support of elements of 3/1

29 March - Third Platoon returned to C.P.
Came under OPCON of 1stEngrBn, 1stMarDiv

ENCLOSURE (1)
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"B1t1 OOMEANY 
1st Engineer Battalion 

9th Muine .AJnphibious: ~e 
neet Ma.r.ine liWroe, 

EEO, San Flrnnoiseo, california 966<>2 

Ormgnanding Qfiicer 
OrmgnenMng; Officer, 5th M:i.rines 

Subj:; ODimmsnd ~gy 

Rei': <:&») MOO 5750.2 
(b) Di VJC 57:5€4 2 
{c} 00, ~;"5, mag: 1.32250Z· ~ 1966 

JJK~r1g 

·5750 
'21 May. 1966 

Eb1clL: ~lL») Ornnmand Ci:I.zon0lllDgy, Compa.n.v B" list; Engi,neerBat;1ialiion, 
9th Mui.ne .Am]phibioJlS Br.i.gadle ~:ADCON, 5th Mi.r:i.nes)) 

1. :rn &OOOlrdance with ref'erence ~:s.) tlmough (c), OiJmma.nd OImonolCll&Y 
wf Company B, lst; Engineer Ba'ltfralion, 9th Mmine .AJnpli:dldo.us Brigade 
((ADC,ON, 5jth kines)) iOn' the ~ai0xI1l 1 Karch - ~ ~ is heeby sub­
mi:tted. 

2. Unles:a criheNise) indicated, all mf'erenCiles toJ the !late and/or time 
and! e}~nt oo~ aare expresseQl in the 1Cireal time effective im the: time 
~e in whim this organization va then 1oeated • 
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"B" COMPANY
1st Engineer Battalion

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
Fleet Marine Force,

FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
JJKarlg
5750
27 May 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines

Subj: Command Chronology

(a)) MCO 5750.2Ref:
(b) Divo 5750.2
(c) CO, RLT-5, msg 132250Z May 1966

Encl: (1)) Command Chronology, Company B, 1st Engineer Battalion,
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade (ADCON, 5th Marines)

1. In accordance with reference (a) through (c), Command Chronology
of Company B, 1st Engineer Battalion, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
(ADCON, 5th Marines) for the period 1 March - 27 May is hereby sub-
mitted.

2. Unless otherwise indicated, all references to the date and/or time
and event occurred are expressed in the local time effective im the time
zone in which this organization was then located.

J. KIRKPATRICK
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OOMlI!AND CImOlWLOOY t COl-jp'.ANY B. lSI' ENGINEER BATTALION 

1. 

a. Des1g;gatt1on and IDeation. Compan.y B I 1st Engineer Battalion, 
Camp Hansen, Wmawa.. 

G,l) C0' 

~2): XQJ 

Captain J .. J. KIRKE~RICK 

2nd Lieutenant T. M. SHEA 

d. AvelL'!lge' J:lbn1ihl.Y streng!h. USMC, andl USN ~sonnel both included 
in ~nge. 

(:n.) :Ma.ueh. 3 O:f£icers!18 enliate.d 

(2)'" A .] ~ .. 
(3), ~. 

3 O:ffiee~/6l enlisted 

2 Of£icers/37 enlistadL 

a. 0'Jrganiza:ttion.. On 1 mBrch 1966, Co~ B" 1st Engineer 
Battalion conBis,tadi of 1the Qnnpany He-adqu~ters and the 2nd platoon. 
At that; time the 1st P.l.atoon was attaohed to Bm 1/5 and the 3m 
platoon to BLT }/5. 'l'ha> 2nd pU.atoon, commanded bN" 2nd Id.eutenan1t 
A. J. LECRONE, was detached to BIll' 2/5 em 25i March. ~ 3m :pJ.atoon 
commanded by 2nd Liettenant Il-. M. T,Ol'R, was a.ttached from BLT 3/5 
QDl Z7 March and was later detaabed to BIlr }/5 on 26 April. 

~. Eersonne1 and Administration. The 3rd pla.toon arrived on 
Oltinawa nth a shorta:ge of fourteen pel!SOnnel MOS l31rl, COmbat; Engineer. 
These ~s wem £111ed from the resourcea wi thin the ColI:ipally Hea.d­
qua.:riers and bU 1twelve (]2) personnel p1'O~ through the' 9th MAS:.. 
Both platoons deployed diuring thi.s period ~ deployed a it till1 at~ 
including authoxized attaehments .. 

c. ,Intel.lignce. During; the: perlcd co~ by this repor~ the 
Commanding O:fficer attended intelligence brief'ingsi held by the 8-2 
Ot'ficer" 5th Marines.. In a4ti tion, in'tieJ.ligence:: s1lIIlIlla1!ies and other' 
sources; of informatic:m eoneeming Southeast Asiat were studied by 
members of this; command. in omen' to plt'Ovide up.-to-datt:e material. for 
use in the Mine; War:£'are School eonducted by t:bis COlDlIl8lld as; outlined' 
in pa.JZa.gmph 2d., 

ENCIJJSURE (1) 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY, COMPANY B, 1ST ENGINEER BATTALION

1. Organizational Data

a. Designation and Location. Company B, 1st Engineer Battalion,
Camp Hansen, Okinawa.

b. Period Covered. 1 March 1966 through 27 May 1966.

C. Command and Staff Officers.

(1) CO Captain Jos J. KIRKPATRICK

(2) XO 2nd Lieutenant T. M. SHEA

USMC and USN personnel both includedAverage Monthly Strength.d.
in average.

3 Officers/78 enlisted(1) March.

(2)) April. 3 Officers/61 enlisted

2 Officers/37 enlisted(3) May.

2. Commanders Narrative Summary

a. Organization. On 1 March 1966, Company B,, 1st Engineer
Battalion consisted of the Company Headquarters and the 2nd platoon.
At that time the 1st Platoon was attached to BLT 1/5 and the 3rd
platoon to BLT 3/5. The 2nd platoon, commanded by 2nd Lieutenant
A. J. LECRONE, was detached to BLT 2/5 on 25 March. The 3rd platoon
commanded by 2nd Liettenant D. M. TOTH, was attached from BLT 3/5
on 27 March and was later detached to BLT 3/5 on 26 April.

b. Personnel and Administration. The 3rd platoon arrived on
Okinawa with a shortage of fourteen personnel MOS 1371, Combat Engineer.
These shortages were filled from the resources within the Company Head-
quarters and by twelve (12) personnel provided through the 9th MAB.
Both platoons deployed during this period were deployed at full strength
including authorized attachments.

C. Intelligence. During the period covered by this report, the
Commanding Officer attended intelligence briefings held by the S-2
Officer, 5th Marines. In addition, intelligence summaries and other
sources of information concerning Southeast Asia were studied by
members of this command in order to provide up-to-date material for
use in the Mine Warfare School conducted by this Command as outlined
in paragraph 2d.

ENCLOSURE (1)1
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di. Operations and Tra;njng. &jQl2' emphasis: bas been placed on those: 
subijeete having a direat appl~ca.tion to- the pres.ent situation in SOJut~-

. east .Aslia..,. 

(11 ScllooJLs. An invaluable aource a.f training during this 
period has been provided by local schools. All meJllbem of this: Command 
ha-v;e a1ttiended the Count~r.d.Ua. Wa:ci'are School located in the 
Northem Tmining Area;; the landmine Warfare., Demolitions and Booby Trap 
S'chool conducted by tirli.s: Command; and the Jungle Lane Firax condueted a.t 
CampS Hansen and Schwab. Gthar Schools attended by members of t.h:iis 
COlmmand were Vietnamese ~ School andi. NCO· lea.dembip School. 

'q2) Mine War£a.re '1Taining~ On 10 March~ this command assumed 
nesponsibilli V forr mine wari&1'e 'ba.ining CilJ£' Bill Marines an Okinawa.. 
GySgt PENMAN vas designated NOOI<il: and selected four (4); members e,f this 
oommand to assist him in this tmldning. The :faoili ties formerly occupied 
blf a. sj mjj]i ar school. Conducted by the 1st Engineer Ba.ttalion w,ere used 
for the school. Dar.i.ng the peried ]LO March to 11 MaiY epproximatel;y 
2500: students we:re administered this training which cons1s:ted OJf the 
followJing general subject:s: 

(a»)U. S:. Stan~ Mines and ]Usee: 

(b) .. FOreign Mines and Fuses 

( C») lrD.8.Al Clqmore Einp.loymen it 

(d) ; Viet COIl&' Booby Trap, Methods; of Employment 

(e) U. S. Demol.itions: Employment 

(3) P-153 ~e Deteo,tors. During this period, the 2nd and 3rd. 
pilatoons w.ere trainedi and ocrrlitted! with the P'-lJ5,3 Mine Detecto:r:. All!. 
hanlls con8id~ this; a signH':icant improvement over the .AN/PRS-; Mine 
Detectw, i.li.lia.se o£ maintenance and a;peration. 

(4) . strongba;ck TentSl~_ Du:eillg the iuat three weeks in March, 
the 2nd platoon Rre.'CUt }96 strongbacka fOr use in. the Republio oii: 
Vietnam. This o.,']l6ra.t'.1on rQ<i.uired. ove': 6000 man-hours .t:.mm that; f.ourty 
man p]a1i9an. 

(5) GM3T.' and MaS; Tra.ining •. :En addition to t:hat training ou~ 
linei abow, ~ral m:til:ti.teJ:,V subject tra';n;ng a.nd. teohnica;l MOB tra.in­
ing were conduated to the maxjrnnm ~ent possible. with current CQDIIlli t.;. 
tments. 
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Operations and Training. Major emphasis has been placed on thosed.

subjects having a direct application to the present situation in South-
east Asia.

(1) Schools. An invaluable source of training during this
period has been provided by local schools. All members of this Command
have attended the Counterguerrilla Warfare School located in the
Northern Training Area; the Landmine Warfare, Demolitions and Booby Trap
School conducted by this Command; and the Jungle Lane Firex conducted at
Camps Hansen and Schwab. Other schools attended by members of this
Command were Vietnamese Language School and NCO Leadership School.

(2) Mine Warfare Training. On 10 March, this command assumed
responsibility for mine warfare training of all Marines on Okinawa.
GySgt PENMAN was designated NCOIC and selected four (4) members of this
command to assist him in this training. The facilities formerly occupied
by a similiar school Conducted by the 1st Engineer Battalion were used
for the school. During the period 10 March to 11 May approximately
2500 students were administered this training which consisted of the

following general subjects:

(a)) U. S. Standard Mines and Fuses

(b) Foreign Mines and Fuses

(c) M18A1 Claymore Employment

(d) Viet Cong Booby Trap Methods of Employment

(e) U. S. Demolitions Employment

(3) P-153 Mine Detectors. During this period, the 2nd and 3rd
platoons were trained and confitted with the P-153 Mine Detector. All
hands considered this a significant improvement over the AN/PRS-3 Mine
Detector, inlease of maintenance and operation.

(4) Strongback Tents. During the first three weeks in March,
the 2nd platoon precut 396 strongbacks for use in the Republic of
Vietnam. This operation required over 6000 man-hours from that fourty
man platoon.

(5) GMST and MOS Training. In addition to that training out-
lined above, general military subject training and technical MOS train-
ing were conducted to the maximum extent possible with current commit
tments.
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(6} Shipboard Training. Shipboard tradn1ng; .tor personnel ot 
the Company Headquarters: enroute from Okinawa to Vietnam consisted tJL 
'!ilia follow,ing subjeets::Phy~ical.Train;ng (i hr daily); Security of 
Military ltnformation (1 hr);; 11$-60 Maobinegun (1 hr); .Area. Orientati.on, 
of ~VN consisting of ~" Monetary Remllations, Unifom. Regulations, 
IeE!ve 8:nd Idberfty, Religious Belief's, Relations with Civilians (2 brs); 
Map) Beading; (2 brS}I; Tactical Tradning of the Individual (3 brs);; .4.5 
Oaliber Pis,tol (1 br),;; Mine Warfare (2 bra); First Aid (1 hr»); and 
Communication and Fire CQntroJL !roceduresl (1 hr»). 

(7) Exer.eises. The Company HeadquarterS', partioipated in an 
RLT-5 CPX/FEX conduotd' 22;"~5 March. . The 2nd and 3rd platoons partic­
ipated in pre~deployment exerea:ses' oonducted; by their respective Bur., 

e.. Special Operations. None 

f., NBC. or o;th~' sp:eoia1 tyPes; 'of w.af£a;re. None 

g. COmmand and COntrol. This Company ca.Die under the! administmtiv;e 
and emerartiona:l. oontro1 of the; 5th Marines: on 1 MaIteh. 

h. Glose ebmbat., None 

i. Fire Support. None 

j. wgia1ti.os. Supply support during this p:erlod has been re<:eived 
from HeadqllBlri..eDl Comp.al'Iy, 5J1th Marines. The primary emphasis; has been 
placed on prepara:tdion for de;ploymen~ to RVN. 

Ji. Combat.Air S'uJ!JilQl5't;. None 

m. EetieaJ. and Dental. None 

]I. YJarch 1966' 

10 March 1966 

~ 

C;:ODllJany B. (-).(~in)), 1st Engineer Battalion came 
under the administrative and operational eontro1 
o£ the 5th Marines. This controll had been exer­
cised by the 1st Engineer Battalion since 5 
February 1966 aJ. though supply support had contin­
uously b.een received from Head:qua.r.te~s CbmpSl\Y 
5th Marines. This Company then consisted of the 
Comp~ Headquarters, and the 2nd Platoon. 

Co B ( .... t(Rein)t 1st Enen 
Co B -) 
Det H&S CO 
Det Support Cb 

Assumed responsibility £01' Gonduct of land mine 
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(6) Shipboard Training. Shipboard training for personnel of
the Company Headquarters enroute from Okinawa to Vietnam consisted of
the following subjects: Physical Training (1/2 hr daily); Security of
Military Information (1 hr); M-60 Machinegun (1 hr); Area Orientation
of RVN consisting of VD, Monetary Regulations, Uniform Regulations,
Leave and Liberty, Religious Beliefs, Relations with Civilians (2 hrs);
Map Reading (2 hrs); Tactical Training of the Individual (3 hrs); .45
Caliber Pistol (1 hr); Mine Warfare (2 hrs); First Aid (1 hr); and
Communication and Fire Control Procedures hr)).

(7) Exercises. The Company Headquarters participated in an
RLT-5 CPX/FEX conducted 22-25 March. The 2nd and 3rd platoons partic-
ipated in preédeployment exercises conducted by their respective BLT.

E. Special Operations. None

f. NBC or other special types of waffare. None

g. Command and Control. This Company came under the administrative
and operational control of the 5th Marines on 1 March.

h. Close Combat. None

i. Fire Support. None

j. Logistics. Supply support during this period has been received
from Headquarters Company, 5th Marines. The primary emphasis has been
placed on preparation for deployment to RVN.

k. Air Defense. None

1. Combat Air Support. None

m. Medical and Dental. None

3. Chronology of Events

Date Event

Company B (-) (Rein), 1st Engineer Battalion cameI March 1966
under the administrative and operational control
of the 5th Marines. This control had been exer-
cised by the 1st Engineer Battalion since 5
February 1966 although supply support had contin-
uously been received from Headquarters Company,
5th Marines. This Company then consisted of the
Company Headquarters and the 2nd Platoon.

Co B (-) (Rein), 1st EngrBn
Co B (-)
Det H&S Co
Det Support Co

10 March 1966 Assumed responsibility for conduct of land mine
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25 MaJ:ch 1966 

2:.7 MaJroh 1966 

26 A prill 1966 

235 Ma.Y 1966 

27 ~ 1966 
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wa:r£a.re, demolitions and:. booby tra.p training of 
on-island units. 

2nd platoon detached to 13IJr 2:/5. Pla.toon Commander 
2ndiLt A. J.. LECRONE. 

3rdl Platoon attached! fnom BLT }/5. Platoon Leaden' 
2nd~t D. M. TOTH ., 
:;m E1.a.toOl'1. data.ehed to BLT 3/5 .. 

Company 13, 1stEhgr13n sailed from Tengan Pier, 
Okinawa. aboard the USS Winston, AKA.-94 

~ 13 t 1atEngrl3n a.rri ved and dis.emba.J1'kedl. 
a. i Ghu Ie.i" RVN. 
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warfare, demolitions and booby trap training of
on-island units.

2nd platoon detached to BIT 2/5. Platoon Commander25 March 1966
2ndLt A. J. LECRONE.

3rd Platoon attached from BLT 3/5. Platoon Leader27 March 1966
2nd D. M. TOTH

3rd Platoon detached to BLT 3/5.26 A pril 1966

23 May 1966 Company B, 1stEngrBn sailed from Tengan Pier,
Okinawa aboard the USS Winston, AKA-94

27 May 1966 Company B, lstEngrBn arrived and disembarked
at Chu Lai, RVN.
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