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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion

7"2?3 ‘/3&

lst Merine Division (Rein), FMF -
¢/o FPO San Francisco, California 96602

From: Commanding Officer

5760
3/JTK/awh
2 Apr 1966

Tos Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein),

Subjs Command Chronology
Refs (a) DivO 5750.2

Encls (1) Command Chronology Report

1. In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (l) is submitted herewith.
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lst Engineer Battalion (-
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
¢/o FPO San Francisco, California, 96602

Headquarters & Service Company (-)

Support Company (-)

"A" Compeny (-) (Rein)
"C" Company (Rein)
Chu-lai, Viet-Nem

1st P1t “A" Company (-)
Fhu Bai, Viet-Nam

DISPOSITION OF DETACHED UNITS

"B" Company (-) (Rein) to 5th RLT
1st P1t (Rein) to 1/5

3rd Plt (Rein) to 3/5

PERIOD COVERED: 1 March 1966 to 31 Mar 1966 inclusive

Commanding Officer LtCol
Executive Officer Maj

- Sergeant Ms jor SgtMa j
Ad jutant/S-1 2ndLt
S-2/Legal Capt
5-3 Capt
S=-4 Maj
E&S. Co. 1stLt
"A" Co, Capt
"B" Co. Capt
n"en Co. Capt
Spt Co. : Capt

1
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J. R. AICHEIR
f‘. P. KUNKLE
F. C. HALL

F. H. STRIKER

T.P. KILDAY
JoTa KKMA.R

F.P. KUNKIE

R.W. BOLSTER

D.R. HINES
J«J. KIRKPATRICK

W.A. RENNER
G.R. MEIBATM

Enclosure (1)
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Resident Officer in Charge ‘ :
of Construction (Division CP) Maj C. R. GIBSON

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

4

The 1st Engineer Battalion (-) embarked aboard the USS COLONIAL

LSD-18 for deployment to CHU-LAI, VIET-NAM on 19 Mar 1966. o

The organizaticn arrived in-country on 23 March and established

the lst Engineer Command Post at coordinates 548012. Actual
construction of the Command Post commenced 24 March during continuous
unloading of organizational supplies and equipment., On 27 March

(0800) a 125 Air Compressor was dispatched to the proximity of the
Song An Tan Ferry Crossing near the village of An Tan to inflate

rubber rafts for a detachment of lst Bridge Company. At 1530 on 29 March,
Companies "A" & "C" were detached from lst @nd Tth Marines respectively
and returned to Battalion control. In answer to & committment received
from Division Headquarters at 1130 on 30 March, a detachment from

"A" Company, lst Engineers was deployed to the vicinity north of

An Tan Village on Highway #l to conduct a reconnaissance of road

damage inflicted by the VC's. On 31 March at approximately 0900, a
detachment from "C"™ Company, lst Engineers was dispatched in support
of a convoy of aviation tankers hesded south to Quang Ngai. Elements
of the battalion congisting of Utilities Platoon, Support Company and
Conatruction Platoon, Support Company continued work on erection of

the 1st Marine Division Command Post contonement structures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTIQON OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:
Deployment of lst Engineer Battalion to Viet-Nams

This organization commenced loading aboard the USS Colonial
(LSD-18) at White Beach, Okinawa, for deployment of the remainder
of the battalion to Chu-Lai, Viet-Nam, on 17 Mar 1966. The Commanding
Officer, lst Engineer Battalion, was designated as Embarkation Group
Comnander for the three ships USS Talledega, USS Seminole, and USS
Colonial., Loading was completed on 19 Mar 1966, whereupon the element
departed Okinawa. ‘

Arrival of Battalion IN-Countrys

The battalion (-) arrived at Chu-lai, Viet-Nam at approximately
1230 hours on 23 Mar and commenced unloading. A Command Post was
established at coordinates 548012, which is immediately adjacent to
the 7th Mar Hegt. Unloading was completed on 25 Mar.
Support of Detachment, lst Bridge Company:

No significant details. See Numtive Sunmary.

Reversion t0 1lst Engineer Battalion Controls

2 Enolosure (1)
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At 1530 on 29 Mar the lst Engineer letter companies ("A" & "C")
were detached from the lst & Tth Marines respectively, to remain in
direct support of the Infantry Regiments.

An Ten Committments:

The Battalion Commander and Company Commander, "A" Company,
conducted a reconnaissance along Highway #l north of An Tan
from Coord. 410130 to 388165 to determine requirements for repeir
of damage done to the highway by VC's, the damege consisted of 17
cuts vhich were mined. The recon was completed and details given
to the Division Engineer G-2 and G-4.

Quang Ngai Convoy Committments

At approximately 0900 on 31 Mar a detachment consisting of six
(6) people from "C" Company with appropriate equipment, was dis-
'*m patched immediately as a supporting element for a convoy of
aviation tankers whioh were enroute south to Quang Ngei. Due to
the immediate nature of the committment when received, further
details are unavailable as 6f this writing, except to say that
security was provided by 2/7.

Division CP Constructions

Work on the Division Command Post continued in full swing.
Upon receiving word on the date of arrival of Division Headquarters

elements, approximately 75 contonements were constructed in 12 days
by engineer personnel and were completed in time for their arrival.

Utilitiess
@ The Battalion is operating the following water points:

Coord. 545017
588014
502036
539023 |
537075 (Shower Only)
534079 S
528086 (Shower Only)
263072
565044 (Under Construction)
519044 ( Proposed)

3 Enolosure (1)
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REFERENCE LIST

EVENT REFERENCE
Battalion Deployment to Viet-Nam 26031T2. Feb &6
Reversion to lst MarDiv Control Msg 290600Z Mar 66
An Tan Committment None
Quang Ngai Committment None

Appendix A
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COMPANY "A" (-) (Rein)
lst BEngineexr Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FIF
FPO, San Frencisco 96602
DRH:1ws
5213/4
5Apré6

Command Chronology

1. Organizational Data including attachments:

8

d.

Designation/Location. During the period covered "A" Company
1lst Engineer Battalion was located at Chu Lai, Vietnam. The
Company was composed of Headquarters and one platoon of "A"
Company and two platoons from "B" Company, *rd Engineer
Battalion.

Period covered, 1 March to 29 March 1966

Nane/Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff and principal subordinates

T/0 hillet asaignments.

Cco Capt HINES
1stPltCmdr lstlLt FELSKE
2ndPltCmdr lstLt NICHOLS
3rdP1tCmdr lstLt HILL

Average monthly strength during period.

USMC Usw
Officers 4 0
Enlisted 113 1l

2. Sequential listing of significant events as they relate tos

2a

Personnel,

(1) 3rd Platoon returned to control of "A" Company?2 Mar66

(2) GCained 1 Officer and 51 Enlisted and rotated 1 Officer
and 7 Enlisted during March

(3) Four men were wounded in ection.
Administration, Nothing significant.

Intelligence, Nothing Significant.

Operetions and Training., Following is a compilation of
principal jobs performed during Marchs

(1) Produced 921,000 gallons of potable water and 618,000
gallons of raw water with 965 machinery hours.

(2) Erected 36 strongbacks and moved 10.
(3) Fabricated 57 pieces of furniture.

(4) Erected 12 bunkers
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(6) Operated heavy equipment for 148 hours and 216 men hours,

(5) Dug 2 wells (Incomplete)

(7) Three times repsiwet road blown by VC.

(8) Constructed one bridge.

(9) Instructed 162 students in Mine School
Enclosure:

(1) Detailed Chronology

D. R. HINES
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DETAILED CHRONOLOGY

2 March - Third Platoon returned ADCON of "A"™ Company

4 March -

5 March -

Two squads of 323 pletoon mounted out on short notice with
3/1 for Cperation Utah.

Advised that TA" Compahy would supply 1 Officer and 15 men
for lst Marines' provisional company.

T March - All personnel returned from Tweration Ttah,

10 March -
13 March -

17 March -
18 March -
20 March

21 March -
24 March -
28 March -
29 March -

First Flatoon reported to Air Freight with 1/4 for deployment.
Did not deploy, and returned to C.P.

Two squads of lst platoon deployed to Phu Bai with elements
of 1/4

Two squads of 2nd platoon deployed in support of 2/4

Second platoon squad returned to C.P.

Foux equads deployed on Operation Texas in support of -2/4
and 3/1

Additional squad deployed on Operation Texas in support of 1/4
All personnel returned from Operation Texas
Third Platoon deployed in support of elements of 3/1

Third Platoon returned to C.P.
Came wvnder OPCON of lstEngrBn, lstMarDiv

ENCLOSURE (1)
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I|B 1 C@MEANY
lst Engineer Battalion
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade
Fleet Marine Ioxrce,
FPO, San Franciseo, California 96602

JIK:rlg
5750

27 May 1966

From: Commanding @fficer
& Commanding Officer, 5th Fhrines

Subjs Command Chronclogy

7

“ '

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 -
(b) DivO 5750.2 >

(c) €0, RIT=5, mag 1322507 May 1966 a

‘ ¢

Enel: (L) Command Chronology, Company B, lst Engineer Battalion, '
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade (ADCON, 5th. Marines), S’:

1, In acomniamce with reference (a) through (c), Command Chronolegy =2
of Company B, lst Engineer Battalion, 9th Marine Amphibicus Brigade .
(ADCON, S5th mmnes) for the period 1 March - 27 Mgy is hereby sub- 3

mitted.

2. Unless otherwise indicated, all references to the date andfor time
and ewent occurred are expressed in the local time effective im the time
zone in which this organization was then located.
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COMIMAND CHRONOLOGY, COMPANY B, 1ST ENGINEER BATTALION

1. Organizational Data

a. Degignation and location. Company B, lst Engineer Baktalion,

Camp Hansen, (kimawa.

b, Period Covered. 1 March 1966 through 27 May 1966.

¢. Command and Staff Officers.
(1) co Captain J. J. KIRKPATRICK

(2) xo ond Lieutenant T. M. SHEA

d. Averege Monthly Strength, USMC and USN personnel both included
in average.

(1) March. 3 Officers/78 enlisted
(2) april. 3 Offiecers/61 enlisted
(3) My. 2 0f£i¢ers/37 enlisted

2. Commanders Norpative Summary

8e Organization. On 1 March 1966, Company B, lst Engineer
Battalion consisted of +the Company Headgquarters and the 2nd platoon.
A% that time the lst Platoon was attached to BIT 1/5 and the 3md
platoon to BLT 3/5. The 2nd platoon, commanded by 2nd Iieutenant
A. J. LECRONE, was detached to BIT 2/5 on 25 March. The 3xd platoon
commanded by 2nd Iiettenant D. M. TOTH, was attached from BLT 3/5
en 27 March and was later detached to BIT 3/5 on 26 April.

b. FPersonnel and Administration. The 3rd platoon arrived on
Okinawa with a shortage of fourteen personnel MOS 1371, Combat Engineew.
These shortages were filled from the resources within the Company Head-
quarters and by twelve (12) personnel provided through the 9th MAB..
Both platoons deployed during this period were deployed at full strength
including authorized attachments.

¢. Intelligence. During the pericd cowered by this report, the
Commanding Officer attended intelligence briefings held by the 5-2
Officer, Sth Marines. In addition, intelligence summaries and other
gsources of information concerning Southeast Asia were studied by
members of this command. in oxder to provide up~-to~date material for
use in the Mine: Warfare School eonducted by this Command as outlined
in peragraph 2d. ‘
¥ , ENCLOSURE (1)
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d. Operastions and Training, Major emphasis has been placed on those
subjects having a direet application to the present situation in South-
‘eagst Asia. -

(1) Schools. An invalusble aource of training during this
period has been provided by local schools. All members of this Command
have atterided the Countewguerrilla Varfare School located in the
Nerthern Training Area; the landmine Warfare, Demolitions and Booby Trap
School conducted by this Command; and the Jungle Lan@ Firex conducted at
Camps Hansen and Schwab. Other schools attended by membera of this
Command were Vietnamese kanguage School and NGO leadership School.

(2) Mine War fare Training. On 10 March, this command assumed
responsibility for mine warfare training of all Marines em Okinawa.
GySgt PENMAN was designated NCOIC and selected four (4) members of this
command to assist him in this training. The facilities formerly occupied
by a similiar school @onducted by the lst Engineer Battalion were used '
for the school. During the peried 10 March to 11 Mgy approximately
2500 students were administered this training which consisied af the
following general subjects:

(a); T. s. Standaxd Mines and Fuses

(b). Poreign Mines and Fuses

(¢) Msa1 Clgymore Employment

(a) . Viet Cong Booby Trap Methods of Employment
(e) U. S, Demolitions Emplayment

(3) PB-153 Mine Detectors. During this period, the 2nd and 3rd
platoons were trained and cgwxfitted with the P-153 Mine Detector. 4AlL
hands considered this a significant improvement over the AN/PRS-3 Mine
Detector, irléase of maintenance and aperation.

(4) Strongback Tents. During the first three weaks in March,
the 2nd platoon precut 396 strongbacks for use in.the Republic of’
Vietnam. This aperation reguired over 6000 man-hours from that fourty
man platoon. 4

(5) @sT ' gnd MOS Training, In addltlon to that training out-
lineé abovwe, ganeral militery subject training and teclnical MOS train-

ing were conducted to the maximum extent possible with current commit-
tments. A

2 ENCIOSURE (1)
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(6) Shipboard Traini » Shipboard training; for personnel of
the Company Headquerters enroute from Okinaws to Vietnam consisted of
the following subjects: Physical Training (4 hr daily); Security of
Military Information (1 hr)s; M-60 Machinegun (1 hr); Area Orientation .
of RW consisting of VW, Monetary Regulations, Uniform Regulations,
Iegve and Liberty, Beligious Beliefs, Relationa with Civiliens (2 hrs);
Map Beading (2 hrs); Tactical Training of the Individual (3 hrs), .45
Caliber Pistol (1 hr),, Mine Warfare (2 hrs); First Aid (1 hr);
Commmnication end Fire Cantrol Procedures: (1 hr).

(7) BExercises. The Company Headquarters participated in an
RLT-5 CPX/FEX conducted 22-25 Marech. The 2nd and 3rd platoons partic-
ipated in preédeployment exercises: conducted by their respective BLI..

e« Special Operations. None
f. NBC or othex specn.al types: of waffare. None

8o Command and Control. 'l‘hls Comp;any came under the admmmtratlv;e
and operstional control of the 5th Marines on 1 March.

he Close Combat. None

i. Fire Support. None

Jo logistics. Supply support during this period has been race:wed
from Headquarters Company, Sth Marines. The primsry emphasis has been
placed on preparation for deployment to RWN,

ke Air Defense. None

Y., Combat Air Suppazt. None

n. Medical end Dental. None

3+ Chronol of Events

Date Event
I March 1966 Company B (=)(Rein), lst Engineer Battalion came

mder the administrative and operational eontrol
of the 5th Marines. This control had been exer-
cised by the lst Engineer Battalion since 5
February 1966 although supply support had contin-
uously been received from Hesdquarters Company
5th Marines. This Company then consisted of the
Company Headquarters and the 2nd Platoon.

Co B (~)(Rein), 1lst EngrBn

CoB (-
Det H&S Co
Det Support Co
10 March 1966 Assumed responsibility for conduct of land mine
3 | ENCLOSURE (1)
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25 Maxrch 1966
27 March 1966

26 A pril 1966
23 May 1966

27 May 1966

varfare, demolitions and booby trap training of
on-island units.

2nd platoon detached to BIT 2/5. Platoon Commander
2ndlt A. J. LECRCGNE,

3rd Platoon sttached from BIT 3/5. Platoon Leader
2nd¥t D. M. TOTH

3rd Platoon detached to BIT 3/5.

Compeny B, lstEngrBn sailed from Tengan Pier,
Okinewa abozrd the USS Winston, AKA-94

Company B, latEngrBn arrived and disembarked
st Chu Iai, RVN.

4 ENCLOSURE (1)
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