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1lat EnBineer BattsJ.ion 
1[at Marine Division (Rein), liMF" 

c/o FPO san F.r:a.noisco, Ca.J.ifornia 96602 

Froms' c.'omman~ Officer 
TOJ (iOlJlJll8,Uding General, 'list ~1a.rine Division (Rein), DIF' 

SUbjt COmmand ChronolOiY 

Reft (~») DivO 575O.a. 

Enolt (ttli COmmand, Chronology Report 

}/m/tpe' 
t Jun 1:966 

11. In. oompliance with referenoe (a), enclosure (1) is submi tteEl. . QL~ 
If. R. AIOllELE. 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

c/o FPO San Francisco, California 96602
3/FLG/tpe
t Jun 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

Subjs Command Chronology

Ref: (a) DivO 5750.2A

Encl: (1) Command Chronology Report

1. In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted.

J. R. AICHELE

to enolosure
152
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1r. Organiza1iional Data,. 

a.. 1 at Engineer Ba,tteJ.ion (-) 
ts:t Marine Division (Rein)., iMF . 
0/0 F.PO San Francisco, ~aliforn~·966oa 

Det tat Bridge Company (Attached) 1L-3;1i May 1L966 

( 1) Location. 

(a) Headq~ters: and SSrvice OOmpany {->. - Ohu lAi. 

( b) Support G:0Ilpa.Il1 (-) - Ohu 1&1. 

( c)! Company "l~t( -) - Ohu lsi. 

(dli 1ist pla.1;oon, (lompa.:cy "All!- - Phu Bai. 

( e)J Oompany It:stt( -l -. Ohu Lai. 

(ll! 3rd. platoon, C<mapa.ny "Bltl - 3rd kttaUon, 5th Marines:. 

(g)! QaapaJll "Oll! - Ohu Lai. 

(h); Det ts:t Briige Oompany - Chu Lai. 

(2) Peri04 a~ered. 

(a.) t: May 11966 to 31i. Ma7 1:966. 

t~)j :N8IIle/Bank of aQmma.n~ O!'fioer, Staff and Chief Subortinates. 

<ro.ama.nding Offioer Lt 001 J •. R .. AICBEIIE, 

Exeoutive Officer Maj F •. P. KUNKLE. 

Sergeant Major S&'t Maj G. W. SHAW 

Adjutant/~t 2nd. Lt F. H. STRIKER 
S.2iLegal Capt T. P.. KILDAiY 

s.-3 capt W. A. RENNER. 

~4 Msgt M. L. MORGAN 
H&S;OClll~'BUppl.y capt w. D.. SMITl:I 

SUpport tlanpany Oa.pt D. R. HINES 

COJlpa.ny "!.tit. C&pt G. R •.. MEIBAD.M 
OOJRpany "!Bit capt J. J. KIRKPATRIOK 
Q;'0Ilpe.n,y HU~ capt J. T. XQIIAR 

Resident OIOOO Div CP Maj C •. R •. GIBSON 
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1. Organizational Data.

a. 1st Engineer Battalion (-)
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
c/o FPO San Francisco, California 96602

Det 1st Bridge Company (Attached) 1-31 May 1966

(1) Location.

(a) Headquarters and Service Company (-)
- Chu Lai.

(b) Support Company (-) - Chu Lei.

(c) Company "A"(-) - Chu Lai.

(a) 1st platoon, Company "All - Phu Bai.

(e) Company "B"(-) - Chu Lai.

(f) 3rd platoon, Company "B" - 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines.

(g) Company "C" - Chu Lai.

(h) Det 1st Bridge Company - Chu Lai.

(2) Period Covered.

(a) 1 May 1966 to 31 May 1966.

(3) Name/Rank of Commanding Officer, Staff and Chief Subordinates.

Commanding Officer Lt Col J. R. ATCHELE

Executive Officer Maj F. P. KUNKLE

Sergeant Major Sgt Maj G. W. SHAW

Adjutant/S-1 2nd Lt F. H. STRIKER

S-2/Legal Capt T. P. KILDAY

S-3 Capt W. A. RENNER

S-4 MSgt M. L. MORGAN

H&S Company/Supply Capt W. D. SMITH

Support Company Capt D. R. HINES

Company MAIL Capt G. R. MEIBAUM

Company "Bit Capt J. Jo KIRKPATRICK

Company "C" Capt J. T. KOMAR

Resident OICOC Div CP Maj C. R. GIBSON
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a.. !l!he ts.t Engineer Battalion (-) was: in general support of the 

1s,t Marine Division. Construction of. the Division C:ommani Pods' oontinuei 
on schedule wi th the Battalion providing six Officers' and one-htmdred 
a.nd fifty-one olisted personnel for the project. The Battalion partioiJ;8ted 
in four maj or opera tiona:. MONTGCMERY, nMA;, MOBGAN and MOBILE, and als.o 
provided Engineer' support to the 1st and 7th Marines in support of 
26 COmpany or pla.toon size opera.tions. A. total of 7,825 pounds of 
explosives; were used in support ot the ints.n.try. 1'lle Baltta;lion worked 
on roods and bunkers. tor the FLSG-Bra.vo .A:mmunition SUpply Point. 
RoodE were cut for the tst J3ad;ta.lion, 5th Marines; COmmand Post and 
1fs,t Ba;tta-aion, 1i1ith Marines: OOmmand Post a$ ooordinates 397145), and 
frOll 443097 to 435079 respectively. Repair Mdjor cons,truc.tion of 
by-passes and bridges on Route 1ft bave been worked on continually 
between coordinaites, 4301109 and 645728. An overhead oablejtra.mwa7 
was: installed SIt CtOordine.tes 498061. This: cable. is us.ed to guide 
and power the ferry a.cross the An ~an River. !l!he Detaohment, 1is,t 
Bridge COmpany provided ferry service. across the An Tan River at 
ooordinates; 498067, the unit Jlla.de 55 round trips. 'rhe Ba'ttalion issued 
2),42.7,000 gallons of potable water and produced another 1,587,000 
8'8o'llons of water for showers. ~he Bao'ttalion Demolition and Land M:ine 
Warfare Sahool was relocated at coordinates: 5520115. 

j. Significant events!. 

a.~. Personnel • 

(til Det 1ist Bridge Oompa.ny were under ADC.ONjOPC,QN ot this~ 
Battalion from 1~ May 11966 to 3t MaY' 1966. 

(2.): 1:s:t pla-toon, Company t1Bt1(Rein)' arrived at Chu Iai on 
8 May 1966 and are under ADOClNjOPCON of this Battalion. 

( 3} Cbmpa.ny "Brt( -)( Rein);. arrived a;t; Ohu Iai on 27 May t966 
and are under ADCON/OPOW of this Battalion. 

(4); On 2?4 Hay 1!966, tst pl&toon, OOmpany teA!'} (Phu BM.) wa"S 
trans£ered to this; kttaHon for Administrativ.e C.'ontrol and remained 
under Opera.tional Control ot OOmmanding Ganeml, ird Marine Dd.vision. 

( 1) Oompanies wi thin this Ba"ttalion are operating under Ba,ttalion 
Amninis.:tration. 

c.. Intelligence. 

(t) L. team ot Engineers~ found. an unknown. item (See Appendix 
B. to enclosure (1i);). The device emitted. an irra:t;$ting gas; when d.eatroyed 
by TNT. .neo discovered was; what a.ppeared to be a.-.. VC ga.s: mask (See 
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2. Commanders Narrative.

a. The 1st Engineer Battalion (-) was in general support of the
1st Marine Division. Construction of the Division Command Posts continued
on schedule with the Battalion providing six Officers and one-hundred
and fifty-one enlisted personnel for the project. The Battalion participated
in four major operations: MONTGOMERY, YUMA, MORGAN and MOBILE, and also
provided Engineer support to the 1st and 7th Marines in support of
26 Company or platoon size operations. A total of 7,825 pounds of
explosives were used in support of the infantry. The Battalion worked
on roads and bunkers for the FLSG-Bravo Ammunition Supply Point.
Roads were cut for the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines Command Post and
1st Battalion, 11th Marines Command Post at coordinates 397145, and
from 443097 to 435079 respectively. Repair and/or construction of
by-passes and bridges on Route # 1 have been worked on continually
between coordinates 430109 and 645728. An overhead cable/tranway
was installed at coordinates 498067. This cable is used to guide
and power the ferry across the An Tan River. The Detachment, 1st
Bridge Company provided ferry service across the An Tan River at
coordinates 498067; the unit made 55 round trips. The Battalion issued
2,427,000 gallons of potable water and produced another 1,587,000
gallons of water for showers. The Battalion Demolition and Land Mine
Warfare School was relocated at coordinates 552015.

3. Significant events.

a. Personnel.

(1). Det 1st Bridge Company were under ADCON/OPCON of this
Battalion from 1 May 1966 to 31 May 1966.

(2) 1st platoon, Company "(Rein) arrived at Chu Lai on
8 May 1966 and are under ADCON/OPCON of this Battalion.

(3) Company "B"(-)(Rein) arrived at Chu Lai on 27 May 1966
and are under ADCON/OPCON of this Battalion.

(4) On 24 May 1966, 1st platoon, Company "A" (Phu Bai) was
transfered to this Battalion for Administrative Control and remained
under Operational Control of Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division.

b. Administration.

(1) Companies within this Battalion are operating under Battalion
Administration.

C. Intelligence.

(1) A team of Engineers found an unknown item (See Appendix
B to enclosure (1)). The device emitted. an irratating gas when destroyed
by TNT. Also discovered was what appeared to be a: VC gas mask (See
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Appendix: c: to enolosure (11),). The unknown devioe mentioned above: 
is being evalus. ted a-t this time by the 'tat Engineer ~tta.lion Demolition 
and Land Mine Yarran SChool. 

d. Txaining. 

(1) The Demolition and Iand Mine warfare SChool instruoted 
one hlmdred and twwnty-six (126) personnel. 

e. Speoi8.'l Operations. 

<:1i) Operation ~:rONTGOMERY. llampallY "0"( -)(Rein) were in direot 
support of the 7th Ms.%ine Regiment. At .ter ,point was, established a1; 
the LS& Q1uu1g N&S1 tirfield. A. total of 5.5Z5 pO'lmds; of explosives; 
were used in support of the operation. 

( z) Operation YtMA. 'rd pl.a.toon, OampaD¥ "'Ctl were in general 
support of 3rei B&tta.:lion, 7th Marinea. g total of 2-,300 pounds: of 
explosives were used on this operation. 

('3~ Operation MORGAN. 3rd platoon, O.ompany "CUI supported 
'rd Battalion, 7th MarineSo 

(4l, - Operation MOBILE. OOmpany "Olt( -)(Rein) is in general 
support of 1,81; Battalion, 7th Marines'. 
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Appendix C to enclosure (1)). The unknown device mentioned above
is being evaluated at this time by the 1st Engineer Battalion Demolition
and Land Mine Warfare School.

d. Training.

(1) The Demolition and Land Mine Warfare School instructed
one hundred and twenty-six (126) personnel.

e. Special Operations.

(1) Operation MONTGOMERY. Company "C"(-)(Rein) were in direct
support of the 7th Marine Regiment. A water point was established at
the LSA Quang Ngai Airfield. A total of 5,525 pounds of explosives
were used in support of the operation.

(2) Operation YUMA. 3rd platoon, Company "C" were in general
support of 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines. A total of 2,300 pounds of
explosives were used on this operation.

(3) Operation MORGAN. 3rd platoon, Company "C" supported
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines.

(4) Operation MOBILE. Company "C"(-)(Rein) is in general
support of 1st Battalion, 7th Marines.
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REFERENCE LIST

REFERENCEEVENT

Company "B"(-)(Rein) ADCON/OPCON CG, 1stMarDiv msg 280120Z May 1966

FMFPac msg 1000172 May 19661st Platoon, Company MALL

ADCON/OPCON

Appendix A to
Enclosure (1)
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