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HEADQUARTERS
lst Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FIMF :
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
3:RP:mpe
5750
5 Sep 1966

From: Commanding Officer :
To:  Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein), FIMF

Subj: Cemmand Chronology

Ref: (a) Div0 5750.24

Encl: “(1) Command Chronology, lst Engineer Battalion (-), lst Marine Div-
ision (Rein), FMF, with Appendices 4 and“B '

1. The command chronology of the lst Engineer Battalion (=), lst Marine

Division (Rein), FMF, for the month of August 1966, appended hereto as en-

closure (1), is hereby submitted in accordance with reference (a).

| T01SP MARDIV ITR SER: 0021866

B (/) T APPENDIX A 70 ENCLOSURE (1)
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COMMAND_CHRONOLOGY

1. Organizational Data
a. First Engineer Battalion (- ) 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

b,

Ce

d.

Location
M(l) Hoadquarters and Service Company (-), Chu lai
(2) Support Company (-), Chu Iai o |
(3) Company "A" (Rein), Da Nang
(4) Company ﬁé;‘ (~), Chu Lai
(5) Second Platoon, Gompany "BY yith First Battal:l.on, 5th Marines
(6) Company "C" (-)‘ Chu Lai
(7) First Platoon, Company "C" with First Battalion, 7th Marines
ggﬁgg_m. 1 August 1966 to 31 August 1966
Compand and Staff Officers
Commanding Officer LtCol J. R. AICBEIE (1-19Aug66)
A Maj C. 0. NEWTON (20-31Aug66)
Executive Officer Maj F. P. KUNKIE (1-28ug66)
o Maj C. O. NEWTON (3-194ugéé)
Sergeant Major Sgtiaj G. W. SBAW (1-20Aug66)
Sgtlaj N, G. MILLS (21-31Aug66)
Adjutant/S-1  latlt F. H. STRIKER
$-2/Legal Qfficer 1stlt R. OSBORNE
S-3 Officer Maj R. PETROFF
S-4 Officer Capt 3. 3. K]RKPATRICK
H&S Company/Supply Officer Capt W. D. SMITH
Support Company Cept D. R. HINES\
Company "A" (Rein) Capt G. R. MEIBADM
Company ugn Capt T. P, KILDAY
Company "C“ Capt I. T. KOMAR
Resident OICOC Div GP Capt F. J. C&
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2. Compander's Narrative Summary ‘

a. The First Engineer Battalion (=) was in general support of the lst
Marine Division, Company "A", OPCON,. 3rd Engineer Battalion, was in direct
support of the lst Marines at Da Nang, The Battalion participated in two

ug major operations, COLORADO and JACKSON,  Minefield breeching and dem-
olitions teams were provided on & continuous basis to Company "D%, lst
Battalion, 7th Marines; and Companies "I", "L", and "M" of 3rd Battallon,
Tth Marines. These teams are physically 1ocated with these units, Road
construction continued on the peninsula road for the lst Battalion, 7th
Marines, BT 620013-BS 712978. Construction of & bypass for Company "I",
7th Marines in viecinity of BS 572965 was commenced. The roed within the
7th Marines regimental CP was widened and raised, and. the drainage improved,
which ineluded the conmstruction of four (4) culverts. Repair and/or con-
struction of by-passes and bridges on Route 1 between coordinates BT 229318
and BS 645728 has been continuous during this period. The Battalion

issued 2,073,490 gallons of potable water and 1,474,250. gallons of shower
water. The Demolition and land Mine Warfare School tralniziiBBI Marines:
during the month of August.- -

3. D D Sa PP E ‘
a, Parsonnel, |
(1) On 2 August 1966 the 3rd Platoon of Campany "B" arrived at

Chu lai from BLT 3/5, 7th Fleet SLF, and reverted to OPCON/ADCON 1st
Engineer Battalion.

(2) On 10 August 1966, the lst Platoon of Company "AY returned
to the company area at Da Nang from Phu Bai where it has been in direct
support of the 2nd Battalion, lst Marine Regiment,

(3) Effective 15 August 1966, this organization commenced
Battalion level administration.

b. Intelljgence

(1) Road and Bridge Recopmaigsance. Continuous reconnaissance of
secondary roads and bridges within and outside the TACR was conducted by
the Battalion and the results forwarded to the Commanding Genmeral, 1lst
* Marine Division.

(2) Epemy Ordpance. Information relative to the VG employment
of the North Vietnamese versions of the Russian TM-41 anti-vehicular mine
and Claymore AP type weapon, were obtained on 28. August 1966, from interro-
gatlion of a North Vietnamese prisoner, a member of the 5th Sapper Company,
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Unit 571, who was captured by the 7th Marine Regiment on 23 August 1966,
The information obtained is appended hereto as Appendix B,

c. Training. Newly joined unqualified personnel became completely in-
volved in on-the-job training, : : .

d. Special Operations

(1) Operation Colorado. Company "B" (Rein) was in direct support
of the 5th.Marine Regiment. The 3rd Flatoon (Rein) of Company "C" was in
general support of the 5th Marine Regiment, A combination water point/
shower point was constructed at Tam Ky at BI 287227,

(2) Cperation Jacksop. Company "C" (Rein) minus the 1lst Platoon
(Rein) was .in direct support of both the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment
and the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, The Battalion together with
the 3rd Amphibious Tractor Battalion fired four (4) LVIE-1 line charges in
support of the operatione. . _ ’ .

(3) ¢ E . Engineer breeching and demolition teams
supported five (5) convoys during this reporting period.

e. Water Supply. During this reporting period the Battalion operated
nine water/shower points in the Chu Lai area, which produced 2,073,490
gallons of potable water and 1,474,250 gallons of shower water, o

£+ Road and Bridee Congtruction. This Battalion installed, replaced
and/or repaired culverts and bypasses on Route 1 fram vicinity of Tam Ky,
BT 229318 to vicinity Quang Ngai BS 645728. Ope (1) bridge, ninety (90
feet in length and one (1) bypass. bridge fifty (50) feet in length, both
in the vicinity of BT 220318 (Tam Ky) were redecked, An additional earth
£i11 bypass was also constructed in the Tam Ky area, Approximately three
(3) kilometers of new military roads were constructed during this period.

Continuous improvement was made on eighteen (18) kilometers of military
roads in the TACR.

g. lmwz.gm%xmm During this reporting period the
Battalion provided one (1) officer as utilities officer for maintensnce
.of the Division Command Post.

h, Civil Affairs/Civil Action. This present area of responsibility
for the Battalion in the c¢ivil affairs progrem are the villages of Dong

Binh (1) (BT 571993) and Dong Binh (2) (BT 564002) in Quang Ngai Province.
During this reporting period, 276 peépls received.medical aid. The
attitude of the villagers has remained very good during this period,

CpHect=

€. 0. NEWTOW
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EEFERENCE L IST

EVEND REFERENCE

Information on mines and booby traps CO, 1stEngrBn ltr 3:RP:Ma
obtained from captured member of 5th over 3800 of 38 Aug 1966 w/
Sapper Company, Unit 571 on 28 August 2 encls

1966 , '

Appendix B to
Enclosure (1)
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1st Engineer Battalion =~ -
1st Marime Divieion (Hein), P .
. ¥P0, San Franeisco, Califernis 96602 -

 3:7Pims
. D hug g

‘Tot  Cosmanding General, lst ¥aring Division (Rein), FI¥ {Atta: G@ -

Subj: Submisston of{inforuation on mines and booby traps obtained from
captured mewber of 5th'Sapper Compasy, Umit 571 ou 28 Augest 1966\

" Enel: " (1) Drawing of Forth Vietosuase versfon of Kussian Theil azti~
vehicular mine and fugse L S
. 7(2) Draving of North Vietmamese Ulaymore AP type weapon

1, On 28 August, Second Lieutesant D. E. PENMAY, Officer-In-Charge ef the

- 1st Mgrine Divisjon Landmise Warfere School, with the assistanes of an ‘
- interrogator and interpretar from the 9tb Interrogation end Trenslatien
Tesm, interrogated a North Vistmasess prisoner captured by the 7ih Marine
_ Begiment om 23 dugust. The prisoner was idemtified as Nguyen Van Due "
(AEL VAN HUONG), » member of the 5th Se;per Compasy, Unit 571. The %ﬂ.—
sary purpese of the interrogation uas to gain information regarding ¥
techniques on the employxent of sines and booby. iraps,

2. The ranausag'aaremﬂ;m wan eemi&urca relevant and acourate baped
on mromueg already oo hand and cross exawisation of the subiset,

a. From sketches made by ths prisoner, it wes determinsd that the
Bines employed for the destructios of the twe {7) vebicles en the ¥/3/7
road (Coordinates B3SE5925) en 23 August, were copies of the Russian ,
TH-,1 anti-vebioular mine shoun in enclosure (1), The prisomer steied
that thess mines were Pactured in Forth Vietnam and that approximately
£4fty (50) of these mines were brought to South Vietnaa by members of his

: b. - Sketches were made by the priscner of an heretefore uninows (to
this organisetios) type of North Vietnamese directional-type AP uespen
(Claymore) as shown 1n eaclesure (2}, The prisoner stated that this
vaspen has an effeotive raunge of one hundred (100) meters, and that . -
approximately twenty (20) of thess veapons were brought to Soubh Vietnsm
by the 5th Sapper Cempeay. - o

-8« The prisoner possessed a kuowledge of command fired mines ang the -

‘fundamentals of elestrie firing systems. Ke stated that he bad beea =

© taught to fire command fired mines when our dstector tesms spprosched - -
. thex so a3 not to rick their detectfon or weseval. .~ . . .
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Subj: snéminioa cr Momtm on’ n:hms and haeby e m;zm from -

cwtmd m of 5tb ﬂqp;zor ﬁm, Unit 571 en 28 mgm 366
' In mr& te pa%tcm, ' ttntcd mx he m tuugkt to only Place

RS — Y

| A_tatiwehieﬂu:mn mthtmhbfméatndaatmahaﬁaerawtm-u L

.7 Bﬂ. .

d. The pri:omr shteé tkat hc vas uaght t.o eover aﬁ‘ sines vith
approxinately 1/2 fnch of salt and thres (3) inches of soil, The. nlt
allegedly precimdes the mine fron being deteoted by our elsstronie Eins

~detectors. Tests eonduoted by this organizaiion indieated that eovering

“or pagking s metalliic mine ip salt in as way sffects the upabmty of
our nm damtm-s, 1.0, the ult s8rves no metul purpose.

®. When qmtimd on tho urk:lng of aim £ields or indiﬂé\nl m
the priscner stated that he was vot taught any methods of marking ner hd
he ever used any. af t!u kaawvn ¥C mthmts of marking nincd amn.

. £, The prisom was fmilhr with the 310 AP mige snd shted that bis
unit possessed approximately twenty (20} of these mines when they arrived
in South Vietnan, He stated tdat thmnim wele migméwithlm than

- ome {1} second delay, -

‘ -8 ‘ﬂm priscner stated that he M moim imtrueum on tho rmw-
' mgnima, mm mﬂru.dthuan& that thcyuu act m&hblqtohis

unit, |
(1):2143. . &P Ming j_ : |
(2) msu U. S. AP Veapon (ﬂltmro}
(3)numm%ui‘mf |
h. The prisonar elained o knovledge of the ¥-6 U. S. AP Nine or of

3
the Chicom type MOV Pyll fuwe, mmtmpmrmhattm,_tm
mhmtobeuoﬂ mﬁm*rmwth?ﬁ.

. €. 0., miron
Copy to: N
Ge=j .

Division Eazmem e

Commanding Ofmcr, 9& Ia%ommxm nmi Tmmmﬂ ‘rou
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