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HEADQUARTERS 
1st Engineer Battalion 

1.st Marine Division (Rein), EMF 
F.PO, San Franoisoo, California 96602 

Froms Commanding Officer 
To. Commanding Genera.l, 1ist Marine Division (Rein), iMF 

Subj I Command Chronology 

Ref. (a) Div.Q,5750.2A 

3sRPsmz 
51-50 

. ; .. -

5 October 1966 

Encla (1r) Command Chronology,. 11at Engineer Batta.lion (-), 1st Marine 
Division (Rein), DtF, with Appendioes A, B, C, D, and E 

11 •. The command ohronology of the 1s,t Engineer Battalion (-)~ 1st 
Marine Division(Bein), FMF, for the month of September 1966, appended 
hereto lis enclosure (1i) is hereby submitted in aooordanoe with refer­
ence (a.). 

h'b (/I ) t. AppG.dh:(.l} tIil _010 .... (1) 
_c lat ~ty It r .:.ieX'I fJ02.,,,,,, ; , 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

3:RP:mz
5750
5 October 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Subj: Command Chronology

Ref: (a) Divo 5750.2A

all Encl: (1) Command Chronology, 1st Engineer Battalion (-), 1st Marine
Division (Rein), FMF, with Appendices A, B, c, D, and E

1. The command chronology of the 1st Engineer Battalion (-), 1st
Marine Division Rein), FMF, for the month of September 1966, appended
hereto as enclosure (1) is hereby submitted in accordance with refer-
ence (a).

On
Collew tonC.O. NEWTON

Tab (11) to Appendix (A) to Enclosure (1)
to lat Marviv ltr Ser: 00245-66
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COMMA.ND CHRONOLOGY 
• 

1:. Organize. tiona.l Data 

a. First Engineer :Battalion (-), 1 st Marine Division (Rein), EMF 

b. Location 

(1;) Headquarters and Service Company (-), Chu !ai 

(2) SUpport O~ (-), Chu IAi 

0) Co~ ItAIt (Rein), Da Bang 

( 4) Compan.y ItBtI (-), Ohu lad 

(5) Second Platoon, O~'IBn with 5th Marine Regiment 

( 6) Company "0" (-), Ohu Iai 

(7) First Platoon, Company Ito .. with First :Battalion, 7th Marine 
Regiment 

c. Period covered. 1 September 1966 to 30 September 1966 

d. Oommandand Starf Offioers 

Oommanding Officer Maj 

Execptive Officer None 

Sergeant Major Sgt Maj 

S-1/Adjutant 2ndLt 

S-2/S-5/Legal Officer 1stLt 

S-~ Maj 

6-4 Capt 

H&S Company/SUpply Officer Capt 
'Capt 

Support Company Capt 
Capt 

Company itA" (Rein) Capt 
Oapt 

Oompany "Bit Capt 
capt 
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O. O. NEWTON 

N. G. MILLS 

F. H. STRIKER 

R. OSBORNE 

R. PETROFF 

J. J. KIRI<PATRIOK 

w. D. SMITH( 1-2Sep66} 
T. E. BYBHi(3-30Sep66) 

D. R. HINEs( 'Ii-2Sep66) 
R., W. BOLSTER(3-.30Sep66) 

G. R. MElBA1J!( 1-2Sep66) , 
H. E. ITOHKAWITOB(3-30Sep66) 

T. P. KILnLy(1-12Sep66) 
R. W. FALKENBACH( U-,OSep66) 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. Organizational Data

a. First Engineer Battalion (-), 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

b. Location

(1) Headquarters and Service Company (-), Chu Lai

(2) Support Company (-), Chu Lai

(3) Company "A" (Rein), Da Nang

(4) Company "B" (-), Chu Lai

(5) Second Platoon, Company "B" with 5th Marine Regiment

(6) Company "C" (-), Chu Lai

(7) First Platoon, Company "C" with First Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment

C. Period covered. 1 September 1966 to 30 September 1966

d. Command and Staff Officers

Commanding Officer C. O. NEWTONMaj

Executive Officer None

Sergeant Major Sgt Maj N. G. MILLS

S-1/Adjutant 2ndLt F. H. STRIKER

S-2/S-5/Legal Officer 1stLt R. OSBORNE

S-3 Maj R. PETROFF

S-4 Capt J. J. KIRKPATRICK

H&S Company/Supply Officer W. D. SMITH 1-2Sep66)Capt
T. E. SYRNE(3-30Sep66)Capt

Support Company D. R. HINES( 1-2Sep66)Capt
R. W. BOLSTER(3-30Sep66)Capt

Company "A" (Rein) G. R. MEIRAUM(1-2Sep66)Capt
H. E. ITCHKAWITCH(3-30Sep66)Capt

Company "B" T. P. KILDAY(1-12Sep66)Capt
Capt R. W. FALKENBACK(13-30Sep66)
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Oompany "Cit 

e. Average Strength 

USMC 

OFF 
32 
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capt 
2ndLt 
Capt 

• 
J. T a KOMAR( 1-6Sep66) 
P. J. ZOHLEN(7-8Sep66) 
H~ L. LtJ'l1TRELI{9-,oSep66) 

OFF 
'1 

USN 

ElL 
1:1i 

2. Commander I s Narrative Summary. 

a. The first Engineer Battalion (-) was in general support of the 
First Marine Division •. The first and seoond platoons of Oompa.n;y "A", 
OPOON Third Engineer Battalion, provided direct support to the Firat 
and Second Battalions of the First Marine Regiment respectively. 1be 
thi.rd platoon of " A" Comp&.n1' was in general support of the Third 
Marine Division. The Battalion (-) participated in three (,) major 
operations, NAPA, liBESNO, and GOLDEN FIiEECE. It also supported an 
~tensive one (1) day deliberate type sweep in searoh of bur,lied Viet 
Oong ordnanoe and o.ne (1i) Rough Rider oonvoy to Da Nang. "An C~ 
supported one (1) major Operation, Operation a&NNON during this period. 
The Battalion (-) swept 648 kilometers of roads in the Firat Marine and 
Seventh Marine Regiments TA.01l~a. lI,Atl c~ swept 57.12 kilometers of 
roads in the First Marine Regiment TAOR. Road oonstruction continued 
on the peninsula road in the First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment 
TAOR. Approxima.tely 2,66 meters of military roads were constructed 
which included installation of 267 meters of thirty-six (36) inch 
corjugated sheet steel culvert and 5,000 sand bags. The first and 
second platoons ot "A" Oompany constructed one (1) 12'%24 l x6 1 bunker 
and eleven (1 t) 8 1 xe I x8 t bunkers. f.be thU:d platoon of' n A" Company has 
constructed new living 'quarters for the oompaIlJ (?) and stood a combined 
total of 2,824 hours of seourity watch duties in the Third Engineer 
l3attalion area. During this period, the First Engineer Battalion (-) 
issued 1,612,465 gallons of potable water and 1,305,100 gallons of 
shower wa tar. The Demol! tion and land Mine Wartare School trained 466 
Marines during the month of September. Also, a total ot twenty-two 
(22) LVTE-1 projected line charges were fired in the Second Battalion, 
Seventh Marine Regiment 'l!A.OR. 

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events. 

a. Personnel 

( 1) Strength. Eleven (11i) offioers and 120 enlisted men rotat­
ed to CONUS and eleven (11:) officers and forty (40) enlisted men joined 
during the month. 

(2) Casualties. The Battalion sustained a total of eight (8) 
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J. T. KOMAR(1-6Sep66)Company "C" Capt
P. J. ZOHLEN(7-8Sep66)2ndLt
H. L. LUTIRELI(9-30Sep66)Capt

e. Average Strength

USMC USN

ENLOFF OFFENL
573 1132 1

2, Commander's Narrative Summary.

a. The First Engineer Battalion (-) was in general support of the
First Marine Division. The first and second platoons of Company "A",
OPCON Third Engineer Battalion, provided direct support to the First
and Second Battalions of the First Marine Regiment respectively. The
third platoon of "A" Company was in general support of the Third

I Marine Division. The Battalion (-) participated in three (3) major
operations, NAPA, FRESNO, and GOLDEN FLEECE. It also supported an
extensive one (1) day deliberate type sweep in search of burried Viet
Cong ordnance and one (1) Rough Rider convoy to Da Nang. "A" Company
supported one (1) major Operation, Operation CANNON during this period.
The Battalion (-) swept 648 kilometers of roads in the First Marine and
Seventh Marine Regiments TAORSa. "A" Company swept 57.12 kilometers of
roads in the First Marine Regiment TAOR. Road construction continued
on the peninsula road in the First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment
TAOR. Approximately 2366 meters of military roads were constructed
which included installation of 267 meters of thirty-six (36) inch
corpugated sheet steel culvert and 5,000 sand bags. The first and
second platoons of "A" Company constructed one (1) 12'x24'x6' bunker
and eleven (11) 8'x8'x8' bunkers. The third platoon of "A" Company has
constructed new living quarters for the company (-) and stood a combined
total of 2,824 hours of security watch duties in the Third Engineer
Battalion area. During this period, the First Engineer Battalion (-)
issued 1,612,465 gallons of potable water and 1,305,100 gallons of
shower water. The Demolition and Land Mine Warfare School trained 466
Marines during the month of September. Also, a total of twenty-two
(22) LVTE-1 projected line charges were fired in the Second

Battalion,Seventh Marine Regiment TAOR.

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events.

a. Personnel

(1) Strength. Eleven (11) officers and 120 enlisted men rotat-
ed to CONUS and eleven (11) officers and forty (40) enlisted men joined
during the month.

(2) Casualties. The Battalion sustained a total of eight (8)

2
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WIA's for this period. 

b. Intelligence. 

( 1 ) Road and Bridge Reoonnaissanoe. Continuous reconnaissance 
of seoondary roads and bridges wi thin and outside the TAOR wa.s oonduct­
ed by the Battalion (-). Results of the following were submitted 

(a) BT555010 - BS736534 

(b) BT546016 - Bs695635 

(0) BT555010 - BT015715 

, 

(2) Enemy Ordnanoe. A total of twelve (12) eneIIW mines and 
booby traps were destroyed during the month. Three (3) of the twelve (12) 
were located on routine sweeps and nine (9) located during operations e partioipated in by the Batta.lion ( .. ). 

o. Training. Newly joined, unqualified personnel became oompletely 
involved in on-the-job training. 

d. Special Operations. 

( 1) Operation NAPA. Oomps.n.y "Bit (Rein) was in direot support 
of the Fifth Marine Regiment. A combination water pOint/shower point 
was installed at Tam Ki"at BT287227. A total ot 1,850 pounds of explosives 
were expended in ~the destruct:lon of four (4) booby traps and 416 meters 
Of tunnels~ TNT proved more effeotive in tunnel destruction than 04. See 
Appendix A.. 

(2) Operation FREs:N'S. The First Platoon of Oo~ "B" was 
in direct au;pport of the First :Ba.ttalion, Seventh lmine Regiment, and 
Oompany "on {-)( Rein) minus the First Platoon (Rein) was in general 
support. The efforts of "0" Compa.t11 were almost entirely devoted to 
rehabilita.tion and maintenanoe of four (4) bridges located at BT722578, 
BT7Z4569, BT733545, and BT728555; and oountermine sweep operations of 
Route 1 in the vioinity of the bridges. See A.ppendix B. 

(3) Operation GOLDEN FLEECE. Operation Golden Fleece was a 
oontinuation ot Operation Fresno and oommenoed immediately upon its 
termination. The Battalion supported this operation with the same 
units and with the same type of support. However, "0" Oompany in 
addition to their employment as described above for Operation Fresno, 
performed extensive demolition work in and around the vicinit.y of the 
village of Van Ha. located at BS767514. Approximately 17,180 pounds ot 
explosives were expended in the destruction of 554 bunkers, 123 houses, 
1;0 rice storage bins, 125 wells and forty-one (41) cave tunnel complexes. 
See A.ppendix C. 
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WIA's for this period.

b. Intelligence.

(1) Road and Bridge Reconnaissance. Continuous reconnaissance

of secondary roads and bridges within and outside the TAOR was conduct-

ed by the Battalion (-). Results of the following were submitted

(a) BT555010 - BS736534

(b) BT546016 - BS695635

(c) BT555010 - BT015715

(2) Enemy Ordnance. A total of twelve (12) enemy mines and

booby traps were destroyed during the month. Three (3) of the twelve (12)
were located on routine sweeps and nine (9) located during operations

participated in by the Battalion (-).

O. Training. Newly joined, unqualified personnel became completely
involved in on-the-job training.

d. Special Operations.

(1) Operation NAPA. Company "B" (Rein) was in direct support
of the Fifth Marine Regiment. A combination water point/shower point
was installed at Tam Ky at BT287227. A total of 1,850 pounds of explosives
were expended in the destruction of four (4) booby traps and 416 meters
Of tunnels. TNT proved more effective in tunnel destruction than C4. See

Appendix A.

(2) Operation FRESND. The First Platoon of Company "B" was
in direct support of the First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment, and
Company "C" (-) (Rein) minus the First Platoon (Rein) was in general
support. The efforts of "C" Company were almost entirely devoted to
rehabilitation and maintenance of four (4) bridges located at BT722578,
BT724569, BT733545, and BT728555; and countermine sweep operations of
Route 1 in the vicinity of the bridges. See Appendix B.

(3) Operation GOLDEN FLEECE. Operation Golden Fleece was a
continuation of Operation Fresno and commenced immediately upon its
termination. The Battalion supported this operation with the same
units and with the same type of support. However, "C" Company in
addition to their employment as described above for Operation Fresno,
performed extensive demolition work in and around the vicinity of the

village of Van Ha located at BS767514. Approximately 17,180 pounds of
explosives were expended in the destruction of 554 bunkers, 123 houses,
130 rice storage bins, 125 wells and forty-one (41) cave tunnel complexes.
See Appendix C.

3

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

", • 
(4) Special Sweep Operation. The Seoond Platoon of "Bit OOIllp8Jly 

in support of "0" Oompany, First Battalion, Fifth Marine Regiment 
oonducted an extensive one (1) day deliberate type sweep from BT485118 to 
BT49408~ in search of burlied en~ ordnance. The platoon, utilizing a 
total of fifteen (15) mitie detectors was reinforoed by a platoon of the 
Ninth Engineer Battalion which was also equiJ(ed with fifteen (15) mine 
deteotors. The sweep located only 81. small amount of unidentifia1U.e 
medical supplies. See Appendix D. 

( 5) Convoy Escorts. Engineer breeching and demo11 tion teams 
supported two (2) convoys to ~ Ngai during this period. 

(6) LV'l'E-1 Projected Line Oharge. A total of twenty-twO (22) 
LVTE-1 line o.harges were fired in the Second Battalion, Seventh Marine 
Regiment TAOR in the viCinity of BT567911. Two (2) villages and an 

, undetermined amount of mines and booby traps were destroyed. 

e. Water TrJb. During this reporting period the Battalion (-) 
operated seven 7 W8i.ter pOint/shower points and two (2) shower 
points in the Chu Lai area. In addition, a water point was operated 
in support of OperatiOns FRESNO and GOLDEN F'LEEOE. 1,612,465 sallons 
of potable water and 1,305,100 gallons of shower water were produced. 

f. Road and Bridge Oonstruction. The Battalion (-) oonstructed 
approximately 2,~66 meters of new militar,y road and installed 267 
meters of oorrugated sheet steel culvert in the Second Battalion, 
Seventh Marine Regiment TAOR. Four (4) bridges were rehabilitated 
and maintained during Operation FBESNO. See Appendix: B. 

g. Civil Affairs, Civio Aotion~ ;54 people from the vUl.a.ges of 
Dong Binh 1; BT511,99~ and Dong Binh (2)(BT564002) reoeived medical 
aid. A children's party in celebration of the autumn holida¥ Equinox 
was hosted' for 190 grade sohool ohildren at the village of Phuoc An 

~ (BT572015). 
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(4) Special Sweep Operation. The Second Platoon of "B" Company
in support of "C" Company, First Battalion, Fifth Marine Regiment
conducted an extensive one (1) day deliberate type sweep from BT485118 to

BT494083 in search of burried enemy ordnance. The platoon, utilizing a
total of fifteen (15) mine detectors was reinforced by a platoon of the
Ninth Engineer Battalion which was also equiped with fifteen (15) mine
detectors. The sweep located only a small amount of unidentifiable
medical supplies. See Appendix D.

(5) Convoy Escorts. Engineer breeching and demolition teams
supported two (2) convoys to Quang Ngai during this period.

(6) LVTE-1 Projected Line Charge. A total of twenty-tw0 (22)
LVTE-1 line charges were fired in the Second Battalion, Seventh Marine
Regiment TAOR in the vicinity of BT567917. Two (2) villages and an
undetermined amount of mines and booby traps were destroyed.

e. Water Supply. During this reporting period the Battalion (-)
operated seven (7) water point/shower points and two (2) shower
points in the Chu Lai area. In addition, a water point was operated
in support of Operations FRESNO and GOLDEN FLEECE. 1,612,465 gallons
of potable water and 1,305,100 gallons of shower water were produced.

f. Road and Bridge Construction. The Battalion (-) constructed
approximately 2,366 meters of new military road and installed 267
meters of corrugated sheet steel culvert in the Second Battalion,
Seventh Marine Regiment TAOR. Four (4) bridges were rehabilitated
and maintained during Operation FRESNO. See Appendix B.

g. Civil Affairs/ Civic Action. 354 people from the villages of
Dong Binh (1) BT571993) and Dong Binh (2) (BT564002) received medical
aid. A children's party in celebration of the autumn holiday Equinox
was hosted for 190 grade school children at the village of Phuoc An
(BT572015).
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EVENT -~ 
" A _ Operation NAPA 

.. ,(j - Operation FRESNO 

~ ~ - Operation GOLDEN FLEECE 

./ --& - Sweep 

,/ h _ Rough Rider 
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BEFEBENCE 

00. fiB" .AA Rpt of 18 ~p 66 

Co. "Ctt AA Jlpt of (uncia ted) 

Co. "e" Ai. Rpt of 28 Sep 66 

Co., fiB" .AA Ipt of 29 Sep66 . 
Co. "B"AA, Rpt of 29 Sep 66 
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REFERENCE LIST

REFERENCEEVENT

App
Co. "B" AA Rpt of 18 Sep 66

Operation NAPA

Co. "C" AA Rpt of (undated)- Operation FRESNO

Co. "C" AA Rpt of 28 Sep 66- Operation GOLDEN FLEECE

Co. "B" AA Rpt of 29 Sep66D- Sweep

Co. "B" AA Rpt of 29 Sep 66Rough Rider
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• • Co mp aJ.1;Y- ~1l tI 

1st :":'ugin8or Ila'I;'kuic~l 
1st }jE"rino Division (BoLl) PLF 

FFO, San Fr2,llci,~co, CDli:;:'or:1=--n. 96,;02 

From~ . Conlll18l1ding Officor 
To: COlili-n2nding G6110Tal$ 1st l!,,:TiI10 Division 
Via: COlpea.i.lding Officor~ 1st ~ngineer Bc.-:,tl:alioll 

Su.bj: Co::r:bat Opol:ation Luter Lecion Roport 

Ref, (a) TalJ, Ky Eap sheet' :5640 II 1,7014 

;::'\nc1~ (1) CClVG :Diagram-CoClrc"inc~-;;Gs B'!' 224;237 
(2) Cave Di2.gr2Ill-COordi~lHte8 BT 239211 
(3 ) Co,ve ])i agr2lll-Coordil1,a;i:;o s T3T 217233 

18 38p 1966 

a. Commending Officor, 5tllii'.TL10S Col. C.jt'~ \.JTJ)D:~cr,::,::;? USEe 
b. C0f111,l2.11c1ing Officor, 1st Bc.ttalion, 5th lcrines, Lt. Colo H. L~ 

C CF?i LIT : -031':0 
c.. Gomma,nd.ing Ciffi cer n]3 II C0mp2.lJ;r 2:i1d Bat-cc,lion, 5ill liaril1Gs Capt 

GAUSHER, USEe 
ci. COlnmCl1dillg 0ffiecr, 3rd Battalion 5th Ua.ri:l0s, Lt. Col. E. J. 

BROl'T1JlS, USIJ:G 

e 5. .ts .. sk Q]::'e;<:"-:Li~<:-Gi()ll. 

7. JniQ1.liF;Gl1,SlG.. Duo to tho nduro of tho oporc:1/t;ion this compc .. l1Y 1:11..-:'S no·c 
providod Hi tIl pI'ior engiaoor intolligollco estimates. Thoro was not; 211Y 
significant or unusual ongLlcer ill-tel1igol1co information gatl1eroc~ [oS D. 

r0su1 t of the o:?oration .. 

"8. II:lssion. To provide direct combat ongincQr SUlllJort to elemonts of the 
5th HLrillos in tho sC2.rch ene destroy opcr8.tion. 9·.----sub units of tho 
U:.lits 2.8 indicdiod bclO1'le 

c .. 1st 
b. 1st 
c. 2nd 
d. 3rd 

Platoon, 1st D,-y~tc,liol1 5th lk",rinos 
Squad 2nd Plc.toon,IIGti Compc.,ny 2nd Dc..ttdion 5th Itl,rinos 
[lnd 3rd Squuds, 2nd a o.to 0;'1 , 2nd. Bo.tto,lion 5th Icril'lGs 
Plc..toon, 3rd Bc.ttclion 5th Ii::'u:inos 
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Company 53"

1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Roin) FNF

FEO San Francisco, California 96502
18 Sep 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division
Via: Commending Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

(a) Tam Ky Map sheet 6640 II 17014Ref:

(1) Cave Diagram-Coordinates BT 224237Encl:
(2) Cave Diagram-Coordinates BT 239211
(3) Cave Diagram-Coordinates BT 217233

1. Code Name. Operation NAPA

2. Dates of Operation. 050600Sep66 to 151800Sep66

3. Location. Tam Ky area

4. Control Command Headquarters

E. Commanding Officer, 5th Marines Col. C.F. WIDDLORB, USMC

Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, Lt.Col. H.L.b.

COFFMAN, USNO
C. Commanding Officer "B" Company 2nd Battalion, 5th Harines Capt

GAUSHER, USMC
Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion 5th Marines, Lt. Col. E.J.d.
BRONARS, USMC

5. Task Organization.

6. Supporting Forces.

7. Intelligence. Due to the nature of the operation this company was not
provided with prior engineer intelligence estimates. There was not any
significant or unusual engineer intelligence information gathered as a
result of the operation.

8. Mission. To provide direct combat engineer support to elements of the

5th Marinos in the search end destroy operation.

h Marines andConcept of Oper9.
sub units of the Company were placed in direct support
units as indicated below.

a. 1st Platoon, 1st Battalion 5th Marines
b. 1st Squad 2nd Platoon, "G" Company 2nd Battalion 5th Marines
C. 2nd and 3rd Squads, 2nd Platoon, 2nd Battalion 5th Marines
d. 3rd Platoon, 3rd Battalion 5th Marines

APPENDIX A
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10. ~ocution. Appililbatcly 040900 R Sep66 verbal ~rs wer: rocevied 
from the 8-3 of tho 5th I.iE1.rinos to' hav~ oJoncm;:.:~ of II] 11 Co :ceport to ·tpbir 
assigned su;;:rported infantry· unit iLlBcdic.toly. L1.1 olr.amonts of "IlIlCO 
reported ';;0 tho cpproprictc 10cc:tion by 04~lOO :::i 80p66. D dD;Y and II h<?ux 
"lOro o stabli she d. at 050600 HSop66,,_i\'chronelogy of significCJlt engineor 
participcction in opecration NliPA follmTs~ . 

a. 5Sop66-Hombcr of the 3rd Platoon c1osJ.;;royed threo 0) booby traps 
(stub grenades) and tJ:JJ:'OC (3) dud c.rtillory r01.l..11d::;. Ibmbers of -(;ho 1st 
sq1.'.ad 211.<3. Platoon dostroyod one U .. So fr~"gli1Gnt::rliion gron2.de" 

b.. 6Sop66-1st squM ~ 2nd p1o.toon dostroyod 0118 81mm RC round. lTembQrs 
of tho 3rd P1doon destroyed fivo smQU t1.U1l1elc~ 

c. 7Sop66- IIB IICO heo.dquoxters 8J.1C) tho 1st Plo..toon "TOJ?e directed to return 
to the 'I'l1gihoer Bo.ttcliOl~. CP 

d.. 6Scp66-HomiJors of 3rd Platoon destroyed' 2. 500 lb bomb8l1d four 
vc sti ck type grcniliie s., 

e~ 9Scp66-r1cmbers of the Is-(; squQ(l 2.~l.d Platoon dostroyed ono275mm 
rocket dud 2. liuge tunnol CO'Jl]?=_:::J: vTaS discovered cend ccostroyec1 by tho 1Bt 
squad of tho 3rd Pldool1., Soo onc.losure (:.t). 

f.. lOSo:p66-a II no tunnel com:olex vlLl-S discovered and destroyed by A 
membors of tho third Plntooi1.. Soo ol1closuro Ui:). _ 

g. llSep66-Largo tVJli101 coml')le~~ c1iscovemd Dllrr destroyed by member's 
of the third Pl[,ioon. Sec enclosuro (5). . 

11. l2Se:p66""liembors of 1st aquad, 2nd p:is..t0011 c1cotroycd tyro illuminction 
duds, Ona Glr.llll [\l1.d (QUO 60.um 

I" 13Scp66,~C11CI05 du::;' destroyod by members of 3rd Pla.tool1.' 
J. 14Sep66-SiJc VC stick grcma.dos e.J.1d four 8llllill dud J:'Otui.d:J destroyed 

by 3r d PJ.ntoon. A,u1'.J;> 
k" l5SbP66-Twelve 60Dllil JIf::', duo rounds ..... ono 60mm illtmi:1dion dud 

round dostroyed by J.st Dquad i 2i1d rlatoon.l'1c~i!:JcTn of third Pli2tooli' " 
d.ostroycc:l entr[\l1.cc of 0110 smcJ.1. t;lu'''i101~ Hambers of 1st squad,. Wl1d, Pl['.toon 
nnd thir,J. pla.toon returnod to 1st Ehgineor Battclion CP at 151730 h'Ser>66 
upon conclusiol1 of tho opGrn.tiol1o 

a.. Thl1'i71.g the ojJcr<:'.tion -!ho third pl£"tocin suffe~od OilOCo.su£..l ty \..,11on 
on 9Scp66 ?3\: Li:~I,BS i-rnS OveZ' cono by tunnel g2.S.. He wns eve.cuated from 
the o.:r.cc::. but in L~ lJC,ttor of hours vms returned to duty status., 

be There ~lC~S no cllb":i.noor equipment or tools 'los'<';', . or deztroyed On 'cho 
opore'. tiOll", . 

a~ Sup'P~. Tho rosup}?ly of mc.torials 1'12.8 ru:1,cqtmto tQ Doetonginocr 
.1'f06ds. 

to n high VOlur.10 0 interference on tho 
employed by the compc.ny hoM.quc.rtors 
Platoon. 
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mately 040900 H Sep66 vorbal rs were receviedApp10. Exocution.
from the S-3 of the 5th Marines to have elements of "B" Co report to their

assigned supported infantry unit immediately. all elements of "B"Co

reported to the appropriate location by 041100 H Sop66. D day and H hour
were established at 050600 H Sep66 A chronelogy of significant engineer
participation in operation NAPA follows:

a. 5Scp66-Member of the 3rd Platoon destroyed three (3) booby traps
(stub gronades) and three (3) dud artillery rounds. Members of the 1st
squad 2nd Platoon destroyed one U. S. fragmentation grenado.

b. 6Sop66-1st squad, 2nd plateon destroyed one 81mm HE round. Members
of the 3rd Platoon destroyed fivo small tunnols.

C. 7Sep66-"B"C headquarters and the 1st Platoon wore directed to return
to the Ingineer Battalion CP

d. SSep66-Members of 3rd Platoon destroyed a 500 lb bomb and four
VC stick type gronades.

e. 9Scp66-Mombers of the 1st squad 2nd Platoon destroyed one 275mm
rocket dud a large tunnel complex was discovered and destroyed by the 1st
squad of the 3rd Platoon. Sco enclosure (2).

1. 10Sop66- tunnel complex was discovered and destroyed by
members of the third Platoon. See enclosure (2).

g. 11Scp66-Largo tunnel complex discovered and destroyed by members
of the third Platoon. Sce enclosure (3).

h. 12Scp66-Members of 1st aquad, 2nd platoon destroyed two illumination
duds, ono 81mm and CLLO 60mm

I. 13Scp66-=Ono 105 dud destroyed by members of 3rd Platoon.
J. 14Sep66-Six VC stick grenades and four 81mm dud rounds destroyed

by 3rd Platoon. ANT
one 60mm illumination dudK. 15So:p66-Twelvc 60mm HE and rounds

round destroyed by 1st squad, 2nd Platoon, Members of third Platoon
destroyed entrance of one small tunnel. Members of 1st squad, wnd Platoon
and third platoon returned to 1st Engineer Battalion CP at 151730 H Sop66
upon conclusion of the operation.

11. Results,

During the operation the third platoon suffered one casualty whena
on 9Scp66 PFO NZPLES was over como by tunnel gas. He was evacuated from
the area but in a matter of hours was returned to duty status.

b. There was no engineer equipment or tools lost, or destroyed on the
operation.

12, Administration

as Supply. The resupply of materials was adequate to meet engineer
needs.

b. Transportation. The transportation supplied by the 5th Marines
was adoqueto.

nication difficultics wore encountered dueCommunication.Cc
a high volume of interference on the engineer frequency. A AN-MRC 83 wasto

employed by the company headquarters and AN/PRC 25 were assigned to the
Platoon,

2
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14. f:_oJ!1D_S1J}dQ.~s..Jlil0J-;r.:Sj....§.o As a resul"i; of mq)Criiilcnt in thu use of Tm and 
C4 in t-o~Ulel desb.'U.ctioll assignmonts if:) it> 101 t that 'rFf'l' ~lJrovod to '00 ·l;11c 
more effoctive explosive. 'J.:}j'll appcaredt(ThaV0 :..~. Grc6:i:;hor -hca'v'i~1g effect 
1-11uch resulted ill a more corrrple-cG C:J.estr'c1.C-ciol1 of the tl_umel 

I 

-l={ LU ~)O--t~~,o.-c ~ 
R. \{. FIJ:JCClfBACH 
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13. Special Equipment. There wasn't any special equipment taken on the

operation,

Commander's Analysis. As a result of experiment in the use of TNT and14.
C4 in tunnel destruction assignments is is felt that TNT proved to be the
more effective explosivo. INT appeared to-havó a greather heaving effect
which resulted in a more complete destruction of the tunnel complex.

Rw Walkenbach
R. W. FALKENBACH
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Coordinates
BT 224237

EXIT

5" Largest
Dia.

30M

15m

15M

Total Explosive
Used: 500# C4

500# TNT

10M70

Indicated 50 # TNT/C4X
Charge Placement

11

B/OM

Thickness of overhead
Ranged from 101.12

3' Lowest
Dia

Not To

Scale

X

Enclosure (1)
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Coordinates BT 239211

X = 50 # TNT Charge

EXIT

60

3/X
Tunnel
Overheadwell

127
10'-12' Thick

X
15 - Moist Clay

I Dry Well
12' Deep

4'

Not To

Scale
X

Total Explosive

Used: 500 * TNT

EXIT

Enclosure (2)
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Coordinates BT 217233

A= IndicatesX

50 * TNT Charge

Entrance
Hole

Total Explosive
Used: 350 # TIT

: 0
A'

Tunnel depth 10'- 12'

Moist Clay

Y EXIT
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Company "C" "-
1st Engineer Battalion ~-

1st Nerine Division (Rein) ~IF 
FPO San Francisco, California'~02 

F-.cOIDJ Con:rr:tnnding Officer, "CI1 Company lstEngrBu 
To: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion 

Subj: Combat After Action Report 

1. 

2. 

6. 

e. 

[ode Name. Operation FRESNO 

Dates of ~~at~~. 060530 September to 162400 September 1966. 

LocatJ.QIl .• lfJo Due area, Quang Egai Province, Republic of Viet l~aI!l 

pontrol or Co.ggand ~(d)u~jers. 
7th IYhrines - (Rein) 
1st En, 7th ~:arines 
1st EugrBn 
Compo.ny "eli IstEngrBn 
2nd Pl t, Co "C", lstEngrBn 
)rd Plt, Co IICII, lstEngrBn 

Task Organiz~tion. N/A 

Support Forces. N/! 

Intelli&mce. NI A 

Col SNOTIDY 
~hj io/ALIEl1 
MJ.j NE'\;JTON 
Capt LUTTRELL 
2ndLt VANKIRK 
2ndLt FRAl'H..:LIN 

Mission. To provide combat engineer support to the 7th }~ines (-) 
tHein). Specifically, to keep the }SR passable to prograoned traffic 
between coordinates 724569 and 732545. 

9. 90ncept oi ... 'c'·,;;;'i'3ti.2.!!.L 11. CP was established at Nui Dep, coordinates 708608. 
Highway 7/:' ~ 21.iOpt for Dines daily betvlcon coordinates 708608 and 
732545.Rcu.:::: (4) b:cidgGS :within .Co "e" .c.lrot\. 01' roo'Poncibility were re­
paired and a trCtffic control/security tean assigned to euch daily. 2nd 
Plt Co Ht 1/7 provided security. H~S Co lind Suppo:Ut Co, lstEngrBn pro­
vided the following: 

Personnel 
H&S Company 

Support Conpany 

Equipmnt 
}jotor Tro.nsport 

Heavy Equipnent 

2 Cornounicators 
2 Corpsmen 
1 Cook 

5 ~btor Transport 
4 Heavy Equipment 

5 1'91 Dunp Trucks 
1 H54 Cn=c go Truck 
1 a.'1Xk 83 Radio Jeep 

2 MRS 100 
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Company "C"

1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO San Francisco, California 25602

From: Commanding Officer, "C" Company 1stEngrBn
To: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion

Subj: Combat After Action Report

1. Code Name. Operation FRESNO

2. Dates of Operation. 060530 September to 162400 September 1966.

3. Location. Mo Duc area, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Viet Nam

4. Control or Command Headquarters.
7th Marines (-) (Rein) Co1 SNODDY

Maj WALLER1st Bn, 7th Marines
Maj NEWTON1st EngrBn

Company "C" 1stEngrEn Capt LUTTRELL
2ndLt VANKTRK2nd Plt, Co "C", 1stEngrBn

3rd Plt, Co "C", 1stEngrBn 2ndLt FRANKLIN

5. Task Organization. N/A

6. Support Forces. N/A

7. Intelligence. N/A

8. Mission. To provide combat engineer support to the 7th Marines (-)
(Rein). Specifically, to keep the MSR passable to programmed traffic
between coordinates 724569 and 732545.

9. Concept of cration. 4 CP was established at Nui Dep, coordinates 708608.
#1Highway swept for mines daily between coordinates 708608 and

732545. Four (4) bridges within Co "C" area of reconcibility were re-
paired and a traffic control / security team assigned to each daily. 2nd
Plt Co H, 1/7 provided security. H&S Co and Support Co, 1stEngrBn pro-
vided the following:

Personnel
H&S Company 2 Communicators

2 Corpsmen
1 Cook

Support Company 5 Motor Transport
Equipment 4 Heavy Equipment
Motor Transport

5 M51 Dump Trucks
1 M54 Cargo Truck
1 Mark 83 Radio Jeep

Heavy Equipment
2 MRS 100

APPENDIXB
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2 Bridging TrQ~ 
1 105 Trailer 

Oe (ol () !/.J " e I 
@ep66 At" 0230 the va ~ th8 bridc::;o at ooordil12..tcs 
726563. }1nou@l of t};.e bridgo rm:l£dl1Gcl intact for single file foot 
trc£fic. .ARVlT engineers ii1stallod n ligJ.1t Jer1c-Gicnl floo.til1g brideG 2t 
this loco.tion. 11.t ooordinc:tos 722578 Q oulvo::::t vr.:'.s ropaired u.sing 
fill from. })l'Gloadcd dun)) trucks. i~ bridgo at coordhr.tcs 724569 "JCtS 

ropaired. Port of t>8 upp~x chore~ protruding :ll1.to tho roc.dwty V;:1.S cut 
to permit an 1RS 100 to :p;c.ss. 'The O-p:proo.chos to tho '.Jridzc were SOPl.r­

f:ilJtld ar.d t:1G fill obt,cincd ·\,1208 plneed in dillS in tho 0011t0r of tho 
span. This bridgo required COllStL'.:-J.t ropair throughout tl1e opere-,tion. 
1§.§l1292. Ropo.:i..:rs begnn on tho brid[SG at coordii.1Ootos 728555. A mm 
tre8.dHny <:m(, S0111e nGH o.ool:in[S "I'Jore iast2.11od. Barbocl wire stakes usod 
for d0cking on the bridgo at coordinr,t28 733545 uere roplo.ccd '."lith 
3 X 12 tinDor. 
8S£'J?2§. P<"rt of thE: sl'J::m of tho bridgo at coordinrvbos 128555 I'osts on the 
ruins of an old BAlLiiiY BridgG. Trucks . crossing bridge struck 2. pro­
truding upper ohord o,nd jo..rrcd this soction. 'l'he dook settlEld under 
water. ~~ orib \.,a8 instnlled. .:w."'1d solved tho probloI:l. 
9..:.3cP66. Assig;.tGd seotion of Route ;II sv.,rcpt for minos; tr20ffic control 
SGourity tonos assignod as before. I:d.nor repairs [1.8.d8 to bridgos. 
;!.OS_~J266 Ls sigaod section of Route if-I S1-10pt for mines; tro..ffic control 
securi ty teo.r::lS assigned as before. lIinor ropc.:i..:rs l:1£\do to bridges. 
I1Sc:R.§21 Assignod s0otion of Route; i;fl s,fept for Dines; trc,ffic control 
security tCe:IlS as signod as before. lJinor repairs IJL~d0 to bridges. 
CP received sniper firo; fire WOoS returned. Natives reported 2 VC hit 
with 50 caliber rounds c'end 2 VC hit .,ith '-T.?, fron 3 .. 5 rocket. 
12S8p66 1..ssignod section of Route #1 si-ropt for nines i tr8.ffic centrol 
security t08I.1S aS8i~od as bofoxo. Fiinor rOJ?8.ir Ll'=ldo to bridges. 
13§eI!6§. 1"ssigc'l3d section of Route IiI s';JOpt for nines i traffic control 
seourity t8aTJS n.ssigncd as beforo. liinor rCl")airs r.12,do JGO bricl.f:;;:::t'l. 
M§~"p66 .i.ssig..'J.cd section of ror,d G\'i"Cpt for Lline;s 9 tra.ffic control 
seo~ity tcC:.:r.lS o..s signed us before. Liner rO];l<':Cirs mdo to bridgos. 
A four (4) n:'.l1 engineor tOo.I.l supported 2nd Platoon, Co flH:i, 1/7 in n 
swoop. 
1.5§.£].6~ . J>.l ?llltoon COIlJ?c1l'lJ' :le1; 1st jilnginoor Bnttnlion, returned to 
Batt81ion CPo 
16Sop6~ OJ?or[',t~on :FRSZlW ended. 2nd Plc,toon COr..1Ilany ;le'; ~t iingincor 
BattaliOi1. to~cd in Nui Dop QJ:'0t1. in support of o-poration GOLD.2: FIJi:r::CE. 

11. R~suJ.ts • .aftor initinl rG?<lirs ,.,GrO con;;11etod, 0.11 four bridges rcr.nlilcd 
passable for duration of oporation. 

12. Adllinistrativc JlIatt§';F.§L' Eaeh traffic control/scmlrity tonn .n'.B OC!.uil,pod 
with a PRC-25. This proved t1. tromdous holp in control o,n<1 ropair tvork. 
1~ TL-16 was badly nee dod to rofill dunp -trucks. 

13. SU8$in]. Es...uiJ!p.~DruLJo91m.~£ill.2!t. The liGht tactic[',l flo2.ting bride;e 
ncntionod in Paragraph 10. 
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2 Bridging Traizus
1 105 Trailer

10. Execution.
molished

6Sep66 At the bridge at coordinates0230 the VC
726563. Enough of the bridge remined intact for single file foot
traffic. ARVIT engineers installed a light tactical floating bridge at
this location. At coordinates 722578 a culvert was repaired using
fill from preloaded dump trucks. A bridgo at coordinates 724569 was
repaired. Part of the upper chord protruding into the roadway was cut
to permit an IRS 100 to pass. The approaches to the bridge were scar-
field and the fill obtained was placed in dips in the center of the

span. This bridge required constant repair throughout the operation,
7Sep66 Repairs began on the bridge at coordinates 728555. A new
treadway and some new docking were installed. Barbed wire stakes used
for decking on the bridge at coordinates 733545 were replaced with

3 X 12 timber.
8Sep66 Part of the span of the bridge at coordinates 728555 rests on the
ruins of an old BATLEY Bridge. Trucks crossing bridge struck a pro-
truding upper chord and jarred this section. The dock settled under
water. A crib was installed and solved the problem.
9Sep66 Assigned section of Route #1 swept for mines; traffic control

security teams assigned as before. linor repairs made to bridges.
10Sep66 Assigned section of Route #1 swept for mines; traffic control

security teams assigned as before. Minor repairs made to bridges.
11Sep66 Assigned section of Route #1 swept for mines; traffic control
security teams assigned as before. Minor repairs made to bridges.
CP received sniper fire; fire was returned. Natives reported 2 VC hit
with 50 caliber rounds and 2 VC hit with W.P. from 3.5 rocket.
12Sep66 Assigned section of Routo #1 swopt for nines; traffic control

security teams assigned as before. Minor repair made to bridges.
13Sep66 Assigned section of Route #1 swopt for nines; traffic control

security teams assigned as before. Minor repairs made to bridges.
14Sep66 Lssigned section of road swopt for urines; traffic control

security toans assigned as before. Linor repairs made to bridges.
A four (4) non engineer team supported 2nd Platoon, Co "H", 1/7 in a
sweep.
15Sep66 330 Platoon Company "C" 1st Engineer Battalion, returned to
Battalion CP.
16Scp66 Operation FREZNO ended. 2nd Platoon Company iC 1st Engineer
Battalion consined in Nui Dcp area in support of Operation GOLDEN FLEECE.

11. Results. After initial repairs were completed, all four bridges remined
passable for duration of operation.

12. Administrative Matters. Each traffic control/sceurity team was equipped
with a PRC-25. This proved a tremdous help in control and repair work.
A TL-16 was badly needed to refill dump trucks.

13. Special Equipment and Techniques. The light tactical flosting bridge
mentioned in Paragraph 10.

14. Connanders Analysis. This unit does not have the organic equipment

DECLASSIFIED
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neo.esaary to oa1te major. structural repa.irs to a bridge on short notice. 
It is not l-dtb.in this units oapEtbility or 8ission. Frior to this operation, 
as prmor to Operation O~:.l{L[:..}ID, 8. reconnaissance "levS rode of 1;he LSi.. In 
both cases this recon indicated that the required ".,ork was vrithin this units 
~/:l,pl3.b:j,.lity. Yet in both cases a key bridge' i·ras destroyed less than three hours 
1?S!fQ~q'1;4~ ~pe:!=ation ,-1as to begin. Gn Cj?eration 01! .. E.r..:.:,.i'"D tho' 9tll :.:::ngineers 
e:r:eqt~(an t19b~idge; On this" ·o:,;"c.:rat,ion ilRVH engineers installed a lig...~t 
~ap~~Qq,l nqating bridge. In noither case 'ivas the repair work of any value to 
the lead eleI'lents of the oDoration. ifuese units o.i ther "rai ted several hours or' 
walked in. 

e. .brJy operational planning par-Giculaxly 1I/hen r02d or 
include(:.an engineer officer 

planning staff. 

~. I 
. 0 security s be provided for bridges the 

operation. C~lso seo paragT2.p:1 12) 
-.. 

/f J .. ~J;~, (-trr;(J ~(/ 
H. L. LUTIJ.R3LL ., 
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necessary to make major structural repairs to a bridge on short notice.
It is not within this units capability or mission. Prior to this operation,
as préor to Operation OAKLAND, a reconnaissance was made of the MSR. In
both cases this recon indicated that the required work was within this units
capability. Yet in both cases a key bridge was destroyed less than three hours
before the operation was to begin. On Operation OAKLAND the 9th Engineers
erected an 16 bridge; on this operation ARVN engineers installed a light
tactical floating bridge. In noither case was the repair work of any value to
the lead elements of the operation. These units either waited several hours or
walked in.

Recommendations. Any operational planning particularly when road or
bridge repair is anticipated, should includedan engineer officer
as a member of the planning staff.

Adequate dependable security should be provided for bridges the
night prior to an operation. (Also sec paragraph 12)

H.L.Littall
H. L. LUTTRELL
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Company ;10" 

1st EngineeJ:' Battalion .-
1st riarine Division (Rein) "FJ:lF 

FPO San Franoisco, California 96602 •• 
28Sep66 

From: COIl1DBJ1ding Officer, Company 110 11 , 1st Engineer Bat;lJalion 
To: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion 1st }.arine Division 

Subj: Combat Operations After 1~ction Report 

Ref: CG message 151335Z Sep66 

1. Code Name. Operation GOLDEN FLFl;·iCD (S and D Operation) 

2. Dates of Oper~~ioD~ 170001 Sep66 to 271000 Sep66 

). Locatiop.... l)lang Ngai Province, llVN BS 7451 

Control or .qggnnand HeadQ.uarters ... _ 
7th Varines (-) (Rein) Col SNODDY 
1st Bn 7th Iiarines ~ia.j Wi;.U,jijR 
1st EngrBn ~.:aj iil:;1:f]C.ll 
110" Co IstLhgr:Bn Capt LUTTR.8r,L 

Task Organizatiop.. NI A 

Supporting Forces. NI A 

7. Intelligence. N/A 

8. 11ission. To provide olose, combat engineer support to the 1st Battalion 
7th Ivi8:ci.' .·l.~.d. to keep the NSR passable to progcammed traffic from 
coordin1:l.t8s '724%9- to 732545. 

9onoeRt.~E.QPf.CJ}:tJ.()-N ~hc 2nd platoon 1i011 Comp~ (Rein) ,vas in sup­
port of tl1c. iBR at all times. The 2nd platoon (-) (Rein) provided close 
combat support in the form of demolition teams during the period 22 
Sep66 to 26Sep66. The 2nd platoon ::C" Company '\oTaS reinforced with the 
following porsonnel and equipment from H&5 Company an~ Support Company: 

Personnel 
H&S Co 2 cOIDmW1ications 

1 corpsman 
1 cook 

Support Co 3 1'1otor Transport 
2 ;)}quipment Operators 
II 1Vbohci1i~ 

rotOr Transport i J.Vi3,rk 83 Radio Jeep 
3 V~51 Dump trucks 

Heavy Equipment 1 Bridge trailer 
2 I'IRS-IOO 
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Company "C"

1st Engineer Battalion
.

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 95602

28Sep66

From: Commanding Officer, Company "C", 1st Engineer Battalion
Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion 1st Marine DivisionTo:

Subj: Combat Operations After action Report

CG message 151335Z Sep66Ref:

1. Code Name. Operation GOLDEN FLEECE (s and D Operation)

2. Dates of Operation. 170001 Sep66 to 271000 Sep66

Location. Quang Ngai Province, RVN BS 74513.

4. Control or Command Headquarters.
7th Marines (-) (Rein) Col SNODDY

Maj WALTER1st Bn 7th Marines
Maj NEWTON1st EngrBn

"O" Co 1stEngrBn Capt LUTTRELL

5. Task Organization. N/A

6. Supporting Forces. N/A

7. Intelligence. N/A

8. Mission. To provide close, combat engineer support to the 1st Battalion
7th Mari and to keep the MSR passable to programmed traffic from
coordinates 724569 to 732545.

Concept OF OPERATIONS The 2nd platoon "C" Company (Rein) was in sup-9.
port of the ISR at all times. The 2nd platoon (-) (Rein) provided close
combat support in the form of demolition teams during the period 22
Sep66 to 26Sep66. The 2nd platoon BC" Company was reinforced with the

following personnel and equipment from H&S Company and Support Company:

Personnel
H&S Co 2 communications

1 corpsman
1 cook

Support Co 3 Motor Transport
2 Equipment Operators
1 Moongnic

APPENDIX Clotor Transport 1 Mark 83 Radio Jeep
3 M-51 Dump trucks

Heavy Equipment 1 Bridge trailer
2 MRS-100
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10. Executions .. 18Sep66 2nd platoon (Rein) "CH.CO IstEngrBn established 
CF at 724574 from coordinates 611718.. The platoon began clearing 
area from ooordinates 580722 to 570724 oovering 200 metel!3s on each 
side of routo 1. One squad of the platoon us~d as traffic control 
on bridges at ~oordinates 724569, 726564, 728555 • 
. 19Sep66.. Continued clearing area •. Expended 1,000 lbs of C-4. in 
clearing mission.. Two (2) l'ffi.S 100's used to push d01rm partially 
destroyed buildings. One (1) squad used as traffic control on same 
three (3) bridges as previous day. 
20Sep6§ Continued olearing. Expended 3,000 lbs of C-4. Two (2) 
MRS-laO's used again as on previous day. One squad used to control 
traffio on Same brigges from previous day. 
21Set6 Continued clearing same area. .&cpended 2, 000 lbs C-4. The 
two 2) ~RS- lOOts completed leveling area. One squad used as traffic 
control on the three (3) bridges at ooordinates listed on 18Sep66. 
One welder and operator used to improve railings on bridge at co­
ordinate 728555. On.e (1) US Army Jeep burned on bridge as welding 
was.taking plaoe. 
22Sep66 .l'ioved to VanHil Village. Established CP at ooordinates 518760 
One four (4) man team e$tablished a OF at 724538, The four men were 
for traffic control on bridge at coordinates 728555 •. All motor 
Transport and Equipment went to ISA at coordinates 611718. 
23Sep66 Five Demo teams used 3tOO.0 lbs of d.eno. Sestroyed 163 bunkers, 
17 house~, 12 tunnels, Five (5) secondary explosions occured. 
24Scp66 Five (5) Demo teams e~cnded3,OOO 1bs of demolitions. . 
Bestroyed 144 bunkers, 56 houses, 'with eave tunnel comples, and 14 
eaves. ,Had five (5) secondary explosions. 
25Se;p~ Five Demo teams GXpanded 3,300 Ibs of deoolitions. Destroyed 
153 b~ers, 32 houses, 63 wells, 45 rice storage sheds, and 15 oa~es .. 
Six (6j secondary ervlosions o~cured. Destroyed five (5) booby trapped 
hand grenades. 
26Sep66 Five (5) Demo teams expended 1,880 Ibs of detlolition. 
Destroyecl S''' bunkers, 18 houses) 62 wells, 85 rice storage sheds, 9 
cav8.s. ~i9h'r (8) socondary explosions occured. Destroyed 4 booby 
trappcCi hllnJd grenades. 
27Scr:f:..6.._.fflNd PLm-otW(Rein) nCIi Co~any returned to Batta.lion CPo 

U. Results. 2n,;;, li1atoon "CII Com:panylstEngcBn suffered foUl: (4) casualtio,:;.':. 
(three (3) casualties as a result of secondary explosions, one as a 
result of burns) 

13. COl!lI!Jander's .Analysis. Some difficulty 1.,as experienced due to the lack 
of ability to comnunicate with local civilians. The difficulty was 
encountered by the traffio control toam on the bridges in our are of 
roopono1b1l1ty& 

14. Recor.1endations. It is recor.1!:lended that an interpreter be providod to 
the engineers when tho engineers are in general support rolc separarted 
from tho reported unit CPo 
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10. Executions. 18Sep66 2nd platoon (Rein) "C" Co 1stEngrEn established
CP at 724574 from coordinates 611718. The platoon began clearing
area from coordinates 580722 to 570724 covering 200 meters on each
side of route 1. One squad of the platoon used as traffic control
on bridges at coordinates 724569, 726564, 728555.
19Sep66 Continued clearing area. Expended 1,000 lbs of C-4, in
clearing mission. Two (2) MRS 100's used to push down partially
destroyed buildings. One (1) squad used as traffic control on same
three (3) bridges as previous day.
20Sep66 Continued clearing. Expended 3,000 lbs of C-4. Two (2)
MRS-100's used again as on previous day. One squad used to control
traffic on same brigges from previous day.
21Sep66 Continued clearing Same area. Expended 2,000 lbs C-4. The
two (2) MRS- 100's completed leveling area. One squad used as traffic
control on the three (3) bridges at coordinates listed on 18Sep66.
One welder and operator used to improve railings on bridge at co-
ordinate 728555. One (1) US Army Jeep burned on bridge as welding
as.taking place.
22Sep66 Moved to VanHa Village. Established CP at coordinates 518760
One four (4) man team established a CP at 724538. The four men were
for traffic control on bridge at coordinates 728555. All motor
Transport and Equipment went to LSA at coordinates 611718.
23Sep66 Five Demo teams used 3,000 lbs of demo. Destroyed 163 bunkers,
17 houses, 12 tunnels, Five (5) secondary explosions occured.
24Sep66 Five (5) Demo teams expended 3,000 lbs of demolitions.
Destroyed 144 bunkers, 56 houses, z with cave tunnel complex, and 14
eaves. Had five (5) secondary explosions.
25Sep66 Five Demo teams expended 3,300 lbs of demolitions. Destroyed
153 bunkers, 32 houses, 63 wells, 45 rice storage sheds, and 15 caves.
Six (6) secondary explosions occured. Destroyed five (5) booby trapped
hand grenades.
26Sep66 Five (5) Demo teams expended 1,880 lbs of demolition.
Destroyed 94 bunkers, 18 houses, 62 wells, 85 rice storage sheds, 9
caves. Eight (8) secondary explosions occured. Destroyed 4 booby
trapped hand grenades.
27Sep66 2nd PLATOON(Rein) "O" Company returned to Battalion CP.

11. Results. 2nd platoon "C" Company 1stEngrEn suffered four (4) casualtices
(three (3) casualties as a result of secondary explosions, one as a
result of burns)

12. Administrative Matters. Adequate

13. Commander's Analysis. Some difficulty was experienced due to the lack
of ability to communicate with local civilians. The difficulty was
encountered by the traffic control teams on the bridges in our are of
responsibility.

14. Reconendations. It is recommended that an interpreter be provided to
the engineers when the engineers are in general support rolo separarted
from the reported unit CP.
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C Vl'iP ::.1TY II Btl 

1st Engineer Battalion 
1st I'larine Division (R.ein) FHF 

FPO, San Francisco 96602 

Commanding Officer 

29 Sep 1966 

OOInmanding General, 1st N.;cin~ Division (Rein), Fil'IF 
Commanding Officer, 1st Bngineer Battalion 

Combat Operation After Action Report 

(a) Tra Bong Hap Sheet 6739 IT, Series 17014 

2. Date of Uperation. 260630~ep66 to 2617000ep66. 

3. Location. BT 485118 to BT 494083. 

4. Control or Commandrleadquarters. Captain b'U LL IVAN , Company C,. 
1st Battalion, 5th liarines. 

5. Task Organization. One Engineer Platoon from 1st Engineer Battalion 
and onc ~ngineer Platoon from 9th ~ngineGr Battalion in direot support 
of Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th lIarines. 

6. Support Forces. Seven _~Tracks were UScl to transport troops to 
and from the area to be searohed. Fifteen .lliVl'f were used with good 
results as interpreters. 

7. Intelligence. No oontact with VO was anticipated. Intelligence 
reports in~licated mortars ucced against the Chu Lai Air Faoili ty were 
hidden in o':::~Oa indicated in paragraph 3 above. There was no VO 
contact i'- ,0 mortars were found. A small amount of medical supplies 
were fo,;:·',,-,.t it could not be determined if the oupp1ies were of VO 
origin. 

8. l!Iission. Find mortar tubes used against the Chu Lai Air Facility. 

9. Concept of Operation. Two engineer ~1atoons abreast were to 
follow the infDIltry 'Wlits and sweep with mine detectors half of tt.e 
island in the morning and the other half in tho afternoon. 

10. Bxecution. The order was received at 1600, 24.September 1966 and 
the sweep began at 0630 on 25 September 1966. The 2nd Platoon, 1st 
gngineors used the trail, running north and south dividing the island 
in half, as a loft boundry and swept s;)uth u~dng tho 9th .c;ngincDrs as 
their right boundry. After reaching the southern most part of the 
island, 2nd Platoon, turned around and swopt north again using the 
trail as the left boundry and 9th iiingineors as tho right boundry. '.lite 
sweep Was completed at 1630 on 26 ~cptembor 1966. 
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COMPANY "B"
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602

29 Sep 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st M rine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer BattalionVia:

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

Ref: (a) Tra Bong Map Sheet 6739 IV, Series L7014

1. Typo of Operation. Sweep.

2. Date of Operation. 260630wep66 to 261700sep66.

3. Location. BT 485118 to BT 494083.

4. Control or Command deadquarters. Captain SULLIVAN, Company C,
1st Battalion, 5th Marines.

Task Organization. One Engineer Platoon from 1st Engineer Battalion5.
and one Engineer Platoon from 9th Engineer Battalion in direct support
of Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines.

6. Support Forces. Seven AmTracks were used to transport troops to
and from the area to be searched. Fifteen ARVN were used with good
results as interpreters.

7. Intelligence. No contact with VC was anticipated. Intelligence
reports indicated mortars used against the Chu Lai Air Facility were
hidden in area indicated in paragraph 3 above. There was no VC

and w mortars were found. A small amount of medical suppliescontact
were four but it could not be determined if the cupplies were of VC
origin.

8. Mission. Find mortar tubes used against the Chu Lai Air Facility.

9. Concept of Operation. Two engineer platoons abreast were to
follow the infantry units and sweep with mine detectors half of the
island in the morning and the other half in the afternoon.

10. Execution. The order was received at 1600, 24 ,September 1966 and
the sweep began at 0630 on 25 September 1966. The 2nd Platoon, 1st
Engineers used the trail, running north and south dividing the island
in half, as a left boundry and swept south using the 9th Engineers as
their right boundry. After reaching the southern most part of the
island, 2nd Platoon, turned around and swept north again using the
trail as the left boundry and 9th Engineers as the right boundry. "he
sweep was completed at 1630 on 26 September 1966.
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11. lio sul ts. Ho mortars vlore found. 

12. ·...'.dminis tra tion ~ia ttors. Administra ti vo plans soomod to be 
adequate. < 

13. Special Equipment and Tochniques. None. 

14. C ommandor' s Analysis. Duo to tho na. turo of tho operation thoro 
wore good reasons why the swoop should have boon conducted in one day, 
i.o. maintaining the clement of supriso. It is also apparent however, 
that due to the limited time availablo, the extremely large area to 
be swept (Approximately 7,000 square metors) and the number of mino 
detectors available (.L~pproximate1y 30) that the operation had 1i ttlo 
real chance of success. Tho mine detector op~rators woro forced to 
move so rapidly during this operation that the effective use of their 
equipment wns greatly reducod. 

15. Recommendations 

a. That in future operations of this nature sufficent time be 
allocated to insure the effective and efficient use of the mine 
detectors. Proper usc of the detectors in many cases outweighs the 
dosireabili ty of conducting an oper3.tion wi thin a. given time frame. 

b. That tho responsibility for planning and oontrolling 
operations of this nature should lie with the engineer personnol • 

.. ~(.-' -:~.<." .. erv'f(. [.I ,.; ..... L 
R. H. F;d.KEHBACH· 
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11. Results. No mortars were found.

12. Administration Matters. Administrativo plans seemed to be
adequate.

13. Special Equipment and Techniques. None.

14. Commander's Analysis. Due to the nature of the operation there
were good reasons why the sweep should have been conducted in one day,
i.e. maintaining the element of supriso. It is also apparent however,
that due to the limited time available, the extremely large area to
be swept (Approximately 7,000 aquare metors) and the number of mino
detectors available (Approximately 30) that the operation had little
real chance of success. The mine detector operators were forced to
move so rapidly during this operation that the effective use of their
equipment was greatly reduced.

15. Recommendations

a. That in future operations of this nature sufficent time be
allocated to insure the effective and efficient use of the mine
detectors. Proper use of the detectors in many cases outweighs the

desireability of conducting an operation within a given time frame.

b. That the responsibility for planning and controlling
operations of this nature should lie with the engineer personnel.

Rew
R. W. FALKENBACH
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C OHP .'J.TI liB" 
1st Bnginoer Battalion 

1st il1a.rino Division (Rein) FNF 
FPO, San Francisco 96602 

Commanding Officer 
Cotnr:lallding General, 1s t Harine Division (Roin) PIIF 
Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion 

Combat Operation After Action Report 

1. Codo Nama. Operation Rough Rider - Conye.y 

2. Dates of Up8ration. 260500Sep66 to 271600Sep66. 

3. Location. RVN HighwaY"if1 from Chu Lai to Da Nang and return. 

4. Oontrol COLunand Headquarters 

a. Convoy Commander, Captain S=..'YBOLD, XU, 1st r'iotor Trnnsport 
Battalion. 

b. Infantry COIl1I:landor, Captain H:I.RZSCO, CO, Company "K', 3rd 
Battalion, 5th harines. 

5. Task Organization. l'iono. 

6. Supporting Forces. None. 

7. Intelligence 

a..'ieathor for tho mission was generally clear, with occasional 
clouds and afternoon and evening showers. 

b. E!'_ginoor intelligence, gathered from the 1st Bngin(lOr 
Battalion·S-2 Office, indicatod that the route was clear, and all 
tho bridges onroutc were trafficable. 

8. Nission. To provide direct engineer support for the convoy. 

9. Concept. A detail from 3rd Platoon, CooProlY 11]3", 1st i:nginocr 
Battalion, clements of Support Uoupany and Coumunications Platoon 
wer~ assigned in support of tho Rough Rider convoy. 

10. l!;xl3cution 

a. _~pproximately 251400Sep66 verbal orders wero roceived to 
support Operation Rough Rider. 

. .~.' 
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COMPANY "3"
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602

29 Sep 1966.

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMFTo:

Via: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

1. Code Name. Operation Rough Rider - Convey

2. Dates of Operation. 260500Sep66 to 271600Sep66.

3. Location. RVN Highway #1 from Chu Lai to Da Nang and return.

4. Control Command Headquarters

a. Convoy Commander, Captain SEYBOLD, XO, 1st Motor Transport
Battalion.

b. Infantry Commander, Captain MARESCO, CO, Company "K", 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines.

5. Task Urganization. None.

6. Supporting Forces. None.

7. Intelligence

a. weather for the mission was generally clear, with occasional
clouds and afternoon and evening showers.

b. Engineer intelligence, gathered from the 1st Engineer
Battalion S-2 Office, indicated that the route was clear, and all
the bridgos enroute were trafficable.

8. Mission. To provide direct engineer support for the convoy.

9. Concept. A detail from 3rd Platoon, Company "B", 1st Engineer
Battalion, elements of Support Company and Communications Platoon
were assigned in support of the Rough Rider convoy.

10. Execution

a. Approximately 251400Sep66 verbal orders were received to
support Operation Rough Rider.

APPEND/X
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b. Pcr~.ormol were assignod to tho engineer portion of the 

convoy as follows: 

(1) One (1) Officer. 

(2) Fourteen (14) combat enginoors. 

(3) Une (1) Corpst:l-m. 

(4) Two ( 2) radio operators \~ooriPlat, H&SCo). 

\ 5) Six (6) drivers and assistant drivers (optCo). 

c. The following motor transport vehicles were assigned to the 
engineer section of the convoy: 

d. 

(1) Threo 0) N51 duup trucks. 

( 2) 'fwo (2) H37 cargo trucks. 

( 3) Two (2) NlOl trailers. 

(4) One (1) NEW 83 radio jeep. 

The following engin(wr oquipoon t and no.torials 

(1) Two (2) mine detectors. 

(2) Two (2) squad tool kits. 

( 3) One ( 1) chain saw. 

(4) J:i'orty ~40) feet of 36" culvert. 

(S) Two (2) Loads of fill. 

(6) fOur (4), 12" X 6" X. 16' timbers. 

(7) 'ron (10), 3" .x 12" X 16' timbers. 

(8) Twelve (12) eight foot metal stakes. 

(9) Fifty (SO) pounds of 60 g ~i~s. 

(10) Tool kit for culvert assombly. 

(n) 100 pounds of C4. 

(12) 40 non ... Uoottw,.;oaps. 

(13) lOa' time fuze. 

(14) 1000 1 detonating cord. 

(15) Two, {2) AN~PR~-25radios. 
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b. Personnel were assigned to the engineer portion of the

convoy as follows:

(1) One (1) Officer.

(2) Fourteen (14) combat engineers.

(3) One (1) Corpsman.

(4) Two (2) radio operators (CommPlat, H&SCo).

(5) Six (6) drivers and assistant drivers (SptCo).

C. The following motor transport vehicles were assigned to the

engineer section of the convoy:

(1) Throe (3) M51 dump trucks.

(2) Two (2) M37 cargo trucks.

(3) Two (2) M101 trailers.

(4) One (1) MRC 83 radio joop.
WAS

d. The following ongineer equipment and materials were included:

(1) Two (2) mine detectors.

(2) Two (2) squad tool kits.

(3) One (1) chain saw.

(4) Forty (40) feet of 36" culvert.

(5) Two (2) Loads of fill.

(6) Four (4), 12" X 6" X 16' timbers.

(7) Ton (10), 3" X 12" X 16' timbers.

(8) Twolve (12) eight foot motal stakes.

(9) Fifty (50) pounds of 60 d nails.

(10) Tool kit for culvert assembly.

(11) 100 pounds of C4.

(12) 40

(13) 100' time fuze.

(14) 1000' detonating cord.

(15) Two, (2) AN-PRG-25 radios.

2
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e. The enginoer support elament departed the Engineer CP area 

at 260400~op66 and prooeeded to the convoy forming location at tho 
9th Engineer water point.. BT 522044. 

f. The convoy was formed ,.[i th the engineer vch~.mles occupying 
slots 4 thru 10. The convoy departed the Chu Lai IP at 260530Sep66. 

g. The journey to Da ilfang was uneventful and thore was no 
engine or ac ti vi ty enrou to. 

h. Tho convoy arrived at Da Nang at 261245H, all clements were 
united, and adequate billeting was arranged for all personnel in tho 
convoy. 

i. Tho convoy departed Da Nang in the sane sequence as was 
followed in tho journey to tho destination. The vehicles startod 
thoir uovo ~t 270930Sep66. 

j. .~gain, tao return trip preved to be uneventful and thore 
was no cnginoer activity. The convoy arrived at tho Chu Lai IF at 
271S,SH and this olcI.lent was detached to proceed to the Bnginecr CPo 
Upon arrival all iJupport Comp3.llY and H&J Coopany personnel wore 
de ta,ched, and all ttla. torials carried on the 1'1-51 dunps woro unl<laded. 

11. Rosul ts. No casual tics were taken on the opera. tion, and no 
engineer equipnent was lost or captured. 

12. ·~dminstra tion na ttors 

a. Supply - Ho engineer re-supply i-laS requirod. 

b. TransP9F~~tioA - The vehicles provided were conpletely 
adequate for the r.rission. 

c. COLluunication - All connunication's cqui'pfil.:mt functioned 
perfectl;!, r::md all procedures arranged by the 1st Engineer Batt'1lion 
and the C\'J..)';oy COL'llllander proved to be ideal. 

1,. ..:>pocial li:guipncnt and Techniques. No specia:l cquipnont was 
taken or noeded on tho operation. 

14. Coonandor I s.?Jlalysis 

a. The personnel and equipclent provided for. the opc:;:ration were 
nore then adequate. 

b. Engine or placencn t in tho convoy was apPlropria to. 

c. The proposed use of the engineer support by tho convoy 
cOLtr~der was realistio and efficient. 

15. rtocoOJ-:1enda tions. Engineer support siniliar to tho provided 
subject convoy be utiliz=d for future operations. 
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C. The engineer support clement departed the Engineer CP area
at 26040066 and proceeded to the convoy forming location at the

9th Engineer water point. BT 522044.

f. The convoy was formed with the engineer vehébles occupying
slots 4 thru 10. The convoy departed the Chu Lai IP at 260530Scp66.

g. The journey to Da Nang was uneventful and there was no
ongineer activity enroute.

h. The convoy arrived at Da Nang at 261245H, all elements were
united, and adequate billcting was arranged for all personnel in the
convoy.

i. The convoy departed Da Nang in the samo sequence as was
followed in the journey to the destination. The vohicles started
their move at 270930Scp66.

j. Again, the return trip proved to be uneventful and there
was no engineer activity. The convoy arrived at the Chu Lai IP at
271535H and this elenent was detached to proceed to the Engineer CP.

Upon arrival all Support Company and H& Company personnel were
detached, and all materials carried on the M-51 dumps were unloaded.

11. Results. No casualties were taken on the operation, and no
engineer equipment was lost or captured.

12. -dminstration matters

a. Supply - No engineer re-supply was required.

b. Transportation - The vehicles provided were completely
adequate for the mission.

C. Communication - All comnunication's equipment functioned
perfectly, and all procedures arranged by the 1st Engineer Battalion
and the convoy commander proved to be ideal.

13. special Equipment and Techniques. No special equipment was
taken or needed on the operation.

14. Connander's analysis
a. The personnel and equipment provided for the operation were

more then adequato.

b. Engineer placement in the convoy was appropriate.

C. The proposed use of the engineer support by the convoy
connander was realistic and efficient.

15. Recommendations. Engineer support siniliar to the provided
subject convoy be utilized for future operations.

/
FALKENBLICER. W.
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