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HEADQUARTERS
18t Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, Californis 96602

3sRPsmz

5750
5 Octobex 1966

Froms Commanding Officer
Tos Comanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), RVF

Subj: Command Chronology

Refs (&) Div0 5750.24 : 1&
” Enol: (1) Command Chronology, 1st Engineer Battalion (~), 18t Marine \§5 "
Division (Rein), RfF, with Appendices 4, B, C, D, and E

.. The command chronology of the 1st Engineer Battelion (-), 1st ’
Marine D1v1smn( Rein), MMF, for the month of September 1966, appended N
hereto &8 enclosure (1) is: hereby submitted in accordance with refer- = "

ence (&). -
&

N

%ad (// ) to &ppmdix (A) to , dnclosure (x) ™

to lat Harviv B sers Q0245-66 AN
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COMAND_CERONOLOGY

as» First Engineer Battalion (-), 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

b.

Lgcation

(1) Headquarters and Service Company (=), Chu Iai

(2) Support Company (-), Chu lai
(3) Company "a" (Rein), De Nang

(4) cdmpam-,- nps (=), Chu lai

(5) Second Platoon, Company "B" with 5th Marine Regiment

(6) Company "C" (-), Chu Ladi

(7) First Platoon, Company "“C" with First Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment .

¢+ Period covered. 1 September 1966 to 30 September 1966

d.

Command and Staff Officers

Comnanding Officer Mej
Execytive COfficer None
Sergeant Major Sgt Maj
8-1/Ad jutant 2ndLt
8-2/5-5/1egal Officer 1stlt
§-3 ’ Maij
Swqd Capt
H&S Company/Supply Officer Capt
Capt
Support Company Capt
) Capt
Company "A" (Rein) Capt
. Capt
Company "B" Capt
Capt

c.

N.
F.
R.
R.

Je

G.
H,.

T
R.

Q.

G

H.

NEWTON

STRIKER

OSBORNE

PETROFF

Je

D.
Es

Re

W

R.
E.

P.
W

KIRKPATRICK

m 1-2Sepb6)
BYRNE( 3~305ep66)
HINES( 1-25ep66)

BOLSTER( 3-30Sep66)

MEIBATM( 1-2Sepb6) -
' ITCHEKAWITCE( 3~30Sep66)

KILDAY( 1~12Sep66)
FALKENBACH( 13-308ep66)
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Company "C" Capt J. T KOMAR(1-65ep66)

2ndLt P. J. ZOHLEN(7-8Sep66)
Capt  He Lo LUPTRELI(9-30Sepé6)

e. Ave e Str

TSMe TSN
- OFF ERL OFF ENL
32 513 1 11

2, Commander's Narrative Summary.

a. The Pirst Engineer Battalion (-) was in general support of the
First Marine Division. The first and second platoons of Company "A",
OPCON Third Engineer Battalion, provided direct support to the First
and Second Battalions of the First Marine Regiment respectively. The
third platoon of "A" Company was in general support of the Thixd

Marine Division. The Battalion (-) participated in three (3) major
" operations, NAPA, FRESNO, and GOLDEN FLEECE. It also supported an
extensive one (15 day deliberate type sweep in search of bux)ied Viet
Cong ordnance and one (1) Rough Rider convoy to Da Nang. "A" Company
supported one (1; major Operation, Operation CANNON during this period.
The Battalion (~) swept 648 kilometers of roads in the First Marine and
Seventh Marine Regiments TAORSa. "A" Company swept 57.12 kilometers of
rogds in the First Marine Regiment TAOR. Road construction continued
on the peninsula road in the First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment
TACR. Approximately 2366 meters of military roads were construsted
which included installation of 267 meters of thirty-six (36) inch
corpugated sheet steel culvert and 5,000 sand bags. The first and
second platoons of "A" Company constructed one (1) 12'x24'x6' bunker
and eleven (11) 8'x8'x8' bunkers. The third platoon of "A" Company has
constructed new living quarters for the company (~) and stood a combined
total of 2,824 hours of security watoh duties in the Third Engineer
Battalion areas During this period, the First Engineer Battalion (-)
issued 1,612,465 gallons of potable weter and 1,305,100 gallons of
shower water. The Demolition and Land Mine Warfare School trained 466
Marines during the month of September. Also, & total of twenty-two

(22) LVTE-1 projected line charges were fived in the Second Battalion :
Seventh Marine Regiment TACR. ,

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events.
a. Personnel
(1) Strength. Eleven (11) officers and 120 enlisted men rotat-
ed to CONUS and eleven (11:) officers and forty (40) enlisted men joined
during the month.

(2) Casualties. The Battalion sustained & total of eight (8)
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WIA's for this period.

b. Intelligence.

(1) Roasd and Bridge Reconnaissance. Continuous reconnaissance
of secondary roads and bridges within and outside the TAOR was conduct-

ed by the Battalion (~-). Results of the following were submitted
x () BI555010 - BST36534
(b) BT546016 = BS695635
(e) BT555010 = BTO15715
(2) Enemy Ordnance. A total of twelve (12) enemy mines and
booby traps were destroyed during the month. Three (3) of the twelve (12)

were located on routine sweeps and nine (9) located during operations
participated in by the Battalion (-).

o. Training. Newly joined, unqualified persomnnel became completely
involved in on-the=job training.

d. @ecia.l , @erations .

(1) Operation NAPA. Compsny "B" (Rein) was in direot support .
of the Fifth Marine Regiment, A combination water point/shower point
was installed at Tam Ky et BT287227. A total of 1,850 pounds of explosives
were expended in the destruction of four (4) booby iraps and 416 meters
Of tunnels. TNT proved more effective in tunnel destruction than C4.: See
Appendix A, : .

(2) Operation FRESND., The First Platoon of Company “B" was
in direct support of the First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment, and
Company "c"‘?'-)(Rein) minus the First Platoon (Rein) was in general
support. The efforts of "C" Company were almost entirely devoted to
rehabilitation and maintenance of four (4) bridges located at BT722578,
BTT24569, BTT33545, and BT7268555; and countermine sweep operations of
Route 1 in the vicinity of the bridges. See Appendix B.

(3) Operation GOLDEN FLEECE, Operation Golden Fleece was &
continvation of Operation Fresno and commenced immediately upon its
termination., The Battalion supported this operation with the same
units and with the same type of support. However, "C" Company in
addition to their employment as described above for Operation Fresno,
performed extensive demolition work in and around the vicinity of the
village of Van Ha located at BS767514. Approximately 17,180 pounds of
éxplosives were expended in the destruection of 554 bunkers, 123 houses,

130 rice storage bins, 125 wells and forty-one (41) cave tunnel complexes.
See Appendix C,
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(4) Special Sweep Operation. The Second Platoon of "B" Company
in support of "C" Company, First Battalion, Fifth Marine Regiment
conducted an extensive one (1) day deliberate type sweep from BT485118 to
BT494083 in search of buryied enemy ordnance. The platoon, utilizing a
total of fifteen (15) mine detectors was reinforced by & platoon of the
Ninth Engineer Battalion which was also equiped with fifteen (15) mine .
detectors. The sweep located only a small amount of umidentifialile
medical supplies. See Appendix D.

(5) Convoy Escorts. Engineer breeching and demolition teams
supported two i25 convoys to Quang Ngai during this period.

(6) LVTE-1 Projected Line Charge. A total of twenty-twO (22)
LVIE-1 line charges were fired in the Second Battalion, Seventh Marine
Regiment TAOR in the vicinity of BT567917. Two (2) villages and an
" undetermined amount of mines and booby traps were destroyed.

 8e Water o During this reporting period the Battalion (=)
operated seven (7) water point/shower points and two (2) shower
points in the Chu lai area. In addition, a water point was operated
in support of Operations FRESNO and GOLDEN FLEECE. 1,612,465 gallons
of potable water and 1,305,100 gallons of shower water were produced.

f. Road and Bridge Construction. The Battalion (-) constructed
approximately 2,366 meters of new military road and installed 267
meters of corrugated sheet steel culvert in the Second Battalion,
Seventh Marine Regiment TACR. Four (4) bridges were rehabilitated
and maintained during Operation FRESNO. See Appendix Be

ge Civil Affairs/ Civic Action, 354 people from the villages of
Dong Binh (1)( BT571993) and Dong Binh (2)(BT564002) received medical
aid. A children's party in celebration of the autumm holiday Equinox
was hosted for 190 grade school children at the village of Phuoo An

(BT572015) .,
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REFERENCE LIST

EVENT REFERENCE

Rppf- : _— L
v A __ Operation NAPA Co. "B" AA Rpt of 18 Sep 66
+ 4 — Operation FRESNO ' Co. "C" AA Bpt of (undated)
- ¢ - Operation GOLDEN FLEECE Co. "C" AA Rpt of 28 Sep 66
— £~ BSveep Co. "B" AA Bpt of 29 Sep66
_ & Rough Rider , Co. "B" AA Rpt of 29 Sep 66
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‘B¢ lissions - To provide direct combat cngincer suppert to elements of

‘ Company ™%
) 1st ingincer Bat:
“lst Marin D1v1':10n
ERQ San Fre

From: ~Commanding Cfficer . .
Tos Commencing General; lst lizrine Division
Vias Commending Officcr,; lst Engineer Battalion
Subje Combat Cperation After Action Repord

Ref: (&) Tam Ky lap sheet 6540 IT L7014

K

mnels (l) Cove Diagr Tl»-COO'J«QlIh, tes BT 224237
(2) Cave Diagram-Coordinates BT 239211
(3) Gave Diagrem-~Coomdinates BT 217233

1. Coce Namce Opersation NAPA

2. Dates of Overation. 0506005ep6s o 151800Senb6

3

Tem Ky ares ’ S .

4. Control Command lecedduarieri.

a. Commending Officex, HUH THarines Col. C.7, WIDD: OIS, UpnG
b, Commending Officer, lst Battalion, 55h Ilarlm,s, 1. Col. .Lc
CCFFiinl, UBLG )
ca Commending Officer "BY Company 2nd 3Ba 011, 51,;1 liarines Capt
GAUSHER, USLC
de Commending vificer, 3rd Battalion Sth Marincs, L. Col. Lede
© BROMNiRS, USHC '

5. Task Orh(,,.ﬂ ZC"GJ.DA.

6+ Supparting Forcos

Te Intelligence.  Due to the nature of the operation this compeany wos not
provided with prior enginecr intelligence estimatess. There was not eny
significant or wausual enginecer intelligence information gathered as a
result of thc operation.

,.;

5th lorines in the search oné ¢estroy operation.

sub units of the COLJ‘LL«,LTV‘
wiits as indicated belowe

e Llst Platoon, 1lst Batuvaelion 5th Ikhrines

be  1st Squad 2né Platoon, *G" Company 2nd Battelion 5th lMarines
ce 2nd and 3rd Squads, 2nd Flatoon, 2nd Botitalion 5th Mnrines
ds 3rd Platoon, 3rd Battalion 5th Iliarines

NG U VRN
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10, Executione App’mately 040900 H Sepbb wverbal ’rs were rocevied , -
from thc S~3 of the 5th larines to have glemenugzof "B Co report to their
assigned supported infantry unit immcdictely. J;Ll elements of "BYCo .

reported to the appropriate location by 041100 I Sep6b. D day and H hour

werc cstablished at 050600 H -Sepbb, A chronelogy of SlgnlflC:_Ilt enginecr
participation in opuration WAPA follows:

fs  5Scpb6-lember of the 3rd Platoon desiroyed threc (3) booby traps
(stub grenades) and three (3) dud artillory rounds. lembors of the lst
squrad 2nd Platoon destroyed onc Ue Be fragmentation grenadca

be 6ESopbb-lst sguad,; 2nd platecon destroyed one 8lmm HE round. lembers
of the 3rd Fletoon destroyed five smoll tunncle. -

G TScpbb-""8'"Co headquartcrs and the lst Platoon were directed to return
40 the Thngincer Battalion C2

do BScpbb-lembers of 3rd Platoon destroyed a 500 1b bomb and four
VC stick type grcnadese _

e. OScphb-Members of the lst asquad 2nd Platoon destroyed onc 275mm
rocket dud & large twmnel compl.ox was discovered and co.,troyco by the 1ot
squad of +the 3rd Plotoon, Sco cmelosurc (l). ‘ _

f. 10Scpb6~4 u.mnl complex was discovered and dOgtI‘Ode by
membors of the third Platoon. Sce Ol’lClO““'CC (2). . : .

g. 11lScpb6é-Laxrge tumncl complo:: @1ocov01nd aml doutroyed by mcmhor‘a
of the third Plotoon. Sce enclosurc \) ». )

h, 123cpb6-ilenbers of 1st aquad, 2nd pilotoon ocutroycd two 1llun1nwt10n
dudss; onc 8lmm and cmo 60mm .

I, 138cpb6~Cno LO5 dud destroyed by members of 3rd Plutoon.‘

Jo  14Scp66-3ix VC stick grenades and four 8lmm dud rowdds destroyod
by 3rd Platoon. ARE _

ke 1580 pG6-—Twclve 60m HE dud rounds @e® onc 60mm illuwnination dud
round destroyed by lst squad, 20d Platoon. IMembers of third Platoon
destroyed cntrence of enc smell tunncl, Members of 1% squad, -wind Platoon -
and third platoon returned to lst Eng:_noor Battalion CP at 15173C) K Scpb6
upon conolusa.oa of theo operation,

1. R3Re 5_13;1_‘t B

ax During the operationthe third pletoon suffered ome casualty when ’
on 9Scpbb PR MIPIES was over come by tuwmel gose He was ovecuated from ,
the arce but in o metter of hours was rctummed to duty status.. -

b There woe no cnginecr cqu:mecnt or tocls’ los4, or do~troycd on uho
0poration’c . ) : :

12, Admdinigtration..

a» Supply. The resupply of meterials wos aleguote to mect enginecr
.“';'\’3&’5&3. ’ - ’ o ’ C ’ T
b, Trangportaticn.

The transpoi'tc.’c"ignﬂ_éiuppliod by the 5th Merincs -
wos odoquate., § e

‘ ; ¢ ensountered dus
to a high volu.ne of :uxuoz.foroncc on the cngincer frequency. A AN-MRE 83 woo
enployed by the company noﬁdquartcrs and Aﬂ/ P’QC 25 were ,sszl.gnod to the
Platoon, ' o )
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There wasn't any special equipment taken on the

13. Special Lquipment.
operation,

4s a result of experiment in the use of INT and

14, Commander's dnalysise.

G4 in tunnel destruction assignments is is felt that T proved to be the
more effective cxplosive. INY appearcd to-heve o gréather heaving cffcet
which resulted in a more complete destruction of the tuwanel complex,

Re W. PALKEHBACH
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- Coordinates BT 224237
Total Ixplosive -~

m.fsed: 500# ¢4 R

5004 TWT “+ win

E] = [Indicated 50 # TFL/C4

Charge Placement

T_hickﬁe sg of r:;'}'e-f=7;:..<eé,d
Ranged from 101a200

s -

I
e ra—

——

oM
Tl.—-..
|

FEriTR pnln v

Enclosure (1)

{
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Ccordinates BT 233211

Tunnel
Cverhead

“10t-12' Thick

~ Moist Clay

2 ki

A
}
-

s s v

Total Explosive

Used: 500 s THT

Enclosure (2)
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Coordinates BT 217233

Total. Explosive
Used: 350 5 TT

Tunnel depth 10%- 12% -

Ipist Clay

Tnclosuve (3)
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Company "C" .
1st Bngincer Battalion %
lst lMorine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 9§602-

From: Comanding Officer, '"C" Company lstEngrBn

Toe

Commanding Officer, 1lst fngineer Battalion

Subj: Combat After Action Report

1.

24

3e
4

e
6e

Te
Be

9e

Code Name, Cperation FRESNO
Location, Mo Duc area, Gueng Ngai Province, Republic of Viet Gam

Control or Command Headquarters,

Tth Marines (-) (Rein) Col SNOMDY
1st Bn, Tth lMarines Maj WALIER
1st EngrBn : Maj NEWICN
Company "C" lstEngrbn Capt LUTTRELL
Znd Plt, Co "C", lstBEngrBn 2ndLt VANKIRK
3rd P1t, Co "C", 1lstingrBn 2nd Lt FRANKLIN

Task Organization. N/A

Support Forees. N/A

Intelligence., N/4

Mission, To provide combat engineer support to the 7th lMarines (-)
chinS. Specifically, to keep the MSR passable to programmed traffic

.- between cogz;dixxates 724569 and T32545.

Concept of ™ oration, & CP was established at Nui Dep, coordinates 708608,
Highway 3. . swept for mines daily between coordinates 708608 and
732545« Fouxr (4) vridges within Co “C" oron of rooponcibility were re-
paired and a traffiec control / security team assigned to each daily. 2nd
P1t Co Hy 1/7 provided security. &S Co end Suppoit Co, lstEngrBn pro-
vided the following:

Personnel
H&S Cormpany Commnicators
: Corpsmen
Cook

Support Compony Motor Trensport

Heavy Bguiprent
151 Durp Trucks
¥54 Cargo Truck
York 83 Radio Jeep

Equiprent
lotor Tronsport

HEHEON £SO = om

i

Heavy Lgquipment
2 MRS 100

B - - Apeeals B
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11,

12.

13.

DECLASSIFIED

l 2 Bridging Ti-a!s

1 105 Trailer

xecution,
oo D¢M9h34cf

65epbt it @ 0230 the VC Qi the bridge at coordinates

726563, Bnough of the bridge romrined intact for single file foot
troffic, MRV engineers ingtalled o light tactical flooting bridge atv
this locations A4t coordinates 722578 o culvert wag repaired uzing
£i11 from prsloaded durn trucks. 4 bridge ot coordinateos 724565 wos
ropaired, Part of tiwe upper chord protruding into the rosdury was cub
to permit an MRS 100 to prss. The approaches to the bridge were senr-
fimdd and the fill obtuined was placed in dips in the center of tThe
spans This bridge required constemt repair throughout the operation,
TSep66 Repairs begon on the bridge at coordinates 728555. & new
treadway and some new decking werc installed, Barbed wire stakes uscd
for decking on the bridge at coordinates 733545 were replaced with

3 X 12 timber.

8Sepbb Paxt of the span of the bridge at coordinates 728555 rests on tihc
ruins of an old BAILEY Bridge. Trucks crossing bridge struck & pro-
truding upper chord and jarred this section. The deck setiled under
water. 4 eorib wag installed and solved the problen. ‘

93ep66 Assigaed section of Route i/l swept for mines; traffic control
security teons assisned as before, lidnor repairs made to bridges.
10Sepb6  Lssigned section of Route #1 swept for mines; traffic control
security teans assgigned as before. Minor repsirs mede to bridges.
11Sep6h Assigned section of Route sfl swept for ninesy traffic control
security teans assignod as before. Ilinor rcepairs mnde to bridges. -
CP recceived sniper fire; fire wos returncd. Neotives reportcd 2 VO hit
with 50 paliber rounds smd 2 VC hit with *,F, from 3.5 rocket.

12Sepb6 Lssigned section of Route #1 swept for mines; traffic control
security teens assigned as beforecs Minor repair made to bridges.
135epb6 issigned scetion of Roube #1 swopt for nines; traffic control
security teams ossigned as beforcs linor ropairs mede to bridgos.
143ep66 issigaced section of road swopt for wincss traffic conmtrol
geovrity tooms asgigned as before. Linor repairs made to bridges.

A fowr (4, mrn engincor teanm supported 2nd Platoon, Co "H¥, 1/7 in a
SWeCPe

155cpb6, I Tlatoon Comprny '€ lst #ngincer Battalion, returncd to
Battalion CF.

168cp66 Opcration FREZNO endeds 2nd Platoon Company CHNgt tnginscr
Battalion yopmiged in Nui Dep area in support of Operation GCLD.E FLEECE,

Results. after initial repairs were completed, oll four bridges remained
passable for duration of operation. ’

sdninistrative Matterse. Bach traffic control/ seeurity team was cquipped
with a PRC-25, This proved a tremdous help in control ond repair worke
L TI~16 was badly needed to refill dump rucks,

Special Hguiprent end Techniguose The light tactical floszting bridge
mentioned in Paragraph 10.

Cormanders inalysiss. This unit does not have the organic cquipment

—_— P
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3.

necessary to make rajor structural repairs to a bridge on short notices

It is not within this units capebility or mission, Frior to this operation,

as prioor to Operation O:KLuiMD, a reconnaissance was rmade of the iSd., In

both cases this recon indiceted that the required work was within this units
capability., Yet in both cases a key bridge was destroyed less than three hours
before thg operation was to begin., n Uperation O:KLs¥D the 9th Inginsers
erected an 16 bridge; on thiz orcration IRVF engineers installed a light
ﬁégiigal floating bridges In noithor case was the repair work of any value to
the lead elements of the operation. These units @ither waited several hours or

walked in. QNN

Q_. Recommendations. Lny operational plamning particularly when road or
bridge repair is anticipated, should includecan engincer officer

as o rember of the planming staff. NN

? Ldequate dependable security should be provided for bridges the
night prior to an operation. (.lso sec paragraph 12)

LS

i -i.d-f)—‘_ :
/L’_,/ uf_ “:.:{;J t ¥ W 06’
H. L. LUTIRZLL
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Company Qs

lst Engineer Battalion s”
~ 1st larine Division (Rein) FiF
FPO San Francisco, California 9$602

283ep66

From: Commanding Cfficer, Company "C", lst Engineer Batpalion

Tos

Commanding Officer, lst Engineer Battalion lst Marine Division

Subj: Combat Operations ifter sction Report

Ref:
1
2e
Be
4

5e
Be
To

B

cG mesaége 1513352 Sepbé
Code Wame, Operation GOLDEN FLELCE (S and D Operation)

Dates of Operation, 170001 Sept6 to 271000 Sepbb

Location. 2ueng Ngai Province, RVN BS 7451

Cbntrol or Command Headquarters.
Tth Marines (-) (Rein) Col SNCDDY

1st Bn 7th Larines Maj WALTER
lst Engrbn Yo j DBEWIW
"GW Co lstingrBn Capt LUTTRELL

Task Organization. /A

Supporting Forcess N/A

Intelligences /4

Mission, To provide close, combat engineer support to the lst Battalion
Tth Mari-. = -l to keep the MSR passable to programmed traffic from

coordinates J24559 to T32545.

9

Concept of OPecAaTIens The 2nd platoon “C'" Company (Rein) was in sup-
port of the SR ab all times., The 2nd platoon ??X (Rein) provided close
combat support in the form of demolition teams during the period 22
Sepb6 to 255epbb. The 2nd platoon “CY Company was reinforced with the
following persomnel and equipment from H&S Company and Support Company:

Personnel

H&S Co 2 compunications
1 corpsman
1 cook

Support Co 3 lMotor Transport
2 iguipment Operators

L monemie
Lotor Transport . Merk 83 Radio Jeep ’75292?4253>@’kﬁ?/j4f’ .

3 ¥-51 Dump trucks

Heavy Eguipment 1 Bridge trailer
2 MRS-100
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10,

11,

12.

13,

Lxecutions. 168ep66 2nd platoon (Rein) "C¥ Go 1stingrBn established
CP at 724574 from coordinates 611718, The platoon began clearing

area from coordinates 580722 to 570724 covering 200 metems on each
side of route 1. One squad of the platoon usad as traffic control

on bridges at ecordinates 724569, 726564, 728555

19Sepb6 Continued clearing area. . Expanded 1,000 lbs of C-4, in
clearing mission. Two (2) MRS 100's used to push down partially
destroyed buildings. Onc (1) squad uscd as traffic control on seme
three (3) bridges as previous day.

205epb6  Continued clearing., Ixpended 3,000 1bs of C-4, Two (2)
MrS5-100's used again as on previous days One squad used to control
traffic on same brigges from previous day.

21Sepb6  Continued clearing same area.  Ixpended 2,000 1lbs C=4. The
two {23 MRS- 100's completed leveling area. One squad used as traffic
control on the three (3) bridges at coordinates listed on 18Sepbb.

One welder and operator used to improve railings on bridge at co-
ordinate 728555. Cne (1) US Army Jeep burned on bridge as welding

was taking places

228epb6_ loved to VanHa Village. Bstablished CP at coordinates 518760
One four (4) men tecam established a CP at 724538, The four men were
for traffic econtrol on bridge at coordinates 728555. - All motor
Transport and Equipment went to ISA at coordinates 611718,

235epb6_ Five Demo teams uscd 3,000 lbs of demo. Destroyed 163 bunkers,
17 houseg, 12 tumnels, Five (55 secondary explosions occured.

248¢pb6  Five (5) Demo teams empended 3,000 1bs of demolitions.
Bestroyed 144 bunkers, 56 houses, & with cave tumnel comple=s, and 14
eaves, . Had five (5) secondary explosions.

258@266 Five Demo teams expended 3,300 1lbs of demolitions. Destroyed
155 bunkersy 32 houses, 63 wells, 45 rice storage sheds, and 15 caves.
Six (6) secondary cxplosions oscureds Destroyed five (5) booby trapped
hand grenades. '

265epb6  Five (5) Demo teams expended 1,880 1bs of domolition.
Destroyed ¢4 bunkers, 18 houses, 62 wells, 85 rice storage sheds, 9
caves. EighT {8) secondary explosions occured, Destroyed 4 booby
trapped band grenades.

275e166 e/ PLAToan(Rein) “C" Company returned to Battalion CP.

Results. 2nd platoon "C" Company lstEngrBn suffercd four (4) casualtisas
fthree (3) casualties as a result of secondary explosions, one as a
result of burns)

Administrative Matters, Adequate

Commender's Analysis. Some difficulty was experienced due to the lack
of ability to commmicate with local civilians., The difficulty was
encountered by the traffic eontrol teams on the bridges in ocur are of
roopansdbility .

Recomendations. It is recormended that an interpreter be provided to
the engineers when the engineers are in general support rolo separarted
from the reported unit CPs

JE L T TTIIATESL cum e
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COMPLNY "B"
"lst Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) RF
FPO, San Francisco 36602
29 Sep 1966

From: Commanding Officer

To: Commanding General, lst M wine Division (Rein), FMF
Via: Commanding Officer, 1lst Bngineer Battalion

Subj: Conmbat Operation After Action Report

Refi (a) Tra Bong lap Sheet 6739 IV, Series L7014

l. Eypd of Cperation. WSweep.

2. Date of Uperation. 260630666 to 261700uep66.

3. Location. 3BT 485118 to BT 494083,

4. Control or Command Headquarters. Captain SULLIVAN, Compeny C,
1st Battalion, 5th larines. '

5. Task Urganization. One Zngineer Platoon from 1st Engineer Battalion
and one Bngineer Platoon from 9th Yngineer Battalion in direct support
of Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines,

6. Support Forces. Seven AmTracks were usz31 to transporﬁ troops 1o
and from the area to be searched. Fifteen ARVN were used with good
results as interpreters.

7. Intelligence. No contact with VC was anticipated. Intelligence
reports indicated mortars used against the Chu Lai Air Facility were
hidden in axrea indicated in paragraph 3 above, There was no VO

contact #~ .0 mortars were found. A small amount of medical supplies
were four . "ut it could not be determined if the oupplies were of VC
origin.

8. Mission., Find moritar tubes used against the Chu lai air Fasility.

9. Concept of Operation. Two engineer platoons abreast were to
follow the infantry units and sweep with mine detectors half of the
island in the morning and the other half in the afternoon.

10. sSxecution. The order was received at 1600, 24 .5eptember 1966 and
the sweep began at 0630 on 25 Septcmber 1966. The 2nd Platoon, lgt:
Inginecrs used the trail, running north and south dividing the island
in half, as a left boundry and swept ssuth using the 9th ingineccrs as
their right boundry. After reaching the southern most part of the
island, 2nd Platoon, turned around and swept north agein using the
trail as the left boundry and 9th Enginecrs as the right boundry. *ie
sweep was completed at 1630 on 26 September 1966,

Aﬂgoanﬁék‘<ﬁ"
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1l. Results. o mortars werc found.

12, Administration liatters. Administrative plans scemed to be
adequates °

13. Special Equipment and Techniques. ilone.

14. Commander's Analvysis. Due to the nature of the operation thero
were good reasons why the awcep should have boon conducted in one day,
i.e. maintaining thc clement of suprise. It is also apparent however,
that due to the limited time available, the extremely large aresa to
be swept (Approximately 7,000 squarc metors) and the number of inine
detcctors availeble (approximately 30) that the operation had little
real chance of success. The minc detector operators were forced to
move 80 rapidly during this operation that the effective use of their
equipment was greatly reduced.

15. Recommendations

as That in future opcrations of this nature sufficent time be
allocated to insurc the effective and efficicnt use of the mine
detectors., rroper use of the detectors in many cases outweighs the
desireability of conducting an operation within a given time frame.

be That the responsibility for planning and controlling
opcrations of this nature should lie with the enginecr personnel.

.

. .- (‘/ .) 2 ol /;« TR l{; o a. L
R. W. FALKENBACH-
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From:
To:
Vias

Subjs

1. Code Namo.

2. Dates of Uperation.

- -
e

COMPsNY "B"
1st Engincer Battalion

1lst Marine Division (Rein) RMF

FPQ, San Francisco 96602

'Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1lst Marine Division (Rein) FMF
Commanding Officer, lst Enginecr Battalion

Combat Operation After Action Report

Operation Rough Rider -~ Convey

3. Location.

4. Control Command Headguarters

=

29 Sep 1966.

260500Sepb6 to 271600Sepbb.

RVY Highway #1 from Chu Lai to Da Nang and return.

Convoy Commander, Captain S£YBOLD, A0, lst lMotor Transport

b. Infantry Commander,'Captain HARESCO, CO, Company "L', 3rd
Battalion, 5th Harines.

5. Iask Urganization. None.

6. Supporting Forces. None.

7. Intelligonce

S

clouds and afternoon and evening showers.

b.

weather for the mission was generally clear, with occasional -

Enginecr intelligence, gathered from the lst sSnginecr

Battalion -S-2 Office, indicated that the route was clear, and all
the bridges cnroute werc trafficable.

8. HMission. To provide direct engineer support for the convoy.

9. Concegt.

A detail from 3rd Flatoon, Cbmpany “B", lst &ngineer ’

Battalion, elements of Support Yompany and Communications Platoon
were assigned in support of the fough Rider convoy.

10.

lixgcution

a« approximately 251400Sepb6 verbal ordérs were roceived to
support OUperation Rough Ridsr.

PP EADSX
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b. Peruonnel were assigned to the cengincer pertion of the
convoy as follows:

(1) One (1) Officer.

(2) Fourtecn (14) combat engincors.

{3} Onc (1) Corpsman.

(4) Twio {2) radio opcoratars (CommPlat, H&SCO).

(5) Six (6) drivers and assistant drivers (SptCo).

¢. The following motor transport vechicles were assigned to the
engincer section of the convoy:

@ (1) Three (3) MS51 dump trucks.
(2) Two (2) M37 cargo trucks.
(3) Two (2) M101 trailers.
(4) One (1) MRC 83 radio jecp.
d, The following cngineer egquipnent and materials w% included:
(1) Two (2) minc dctectors.
(2) Two (2) squad tool kits.
(3) ne (1) chain saw.
0 (4) Forty (40) fect of 36" culvert.
(5) Two (2) Loads of fill.
(6) Tour (4), 12" X 6" X 16' timbers.
(7) Ten (10), 3" X 12" X 16' timbers.
(8) Twelve (12) cight foot metal stakes.
(9) Fifty (50) pounds of 60 & nails.
(10) Tool kit for culvert asscmbly.
{11) 100 pounds of C4.
(12) 40 non-tlectric.caps.
{13) 100' time fuzc.
(14) 1000 dctonating cord.

(15) Two, (2) 4N=-FRG-25 radios.
2

T i i—————
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c. The engincer support cloment departed the Sngincer CP area
at 260400.0cp66 and procecded to the convoy forming location at the
9th Enginecr water point. BT 522044,

f+ The convoy was formed with the engincer vehéddles occupying
slots 4 thru 10. The convoy departed the Chu Lei IP at 260530Scpéb.

g« The journcy to Da Nang was uncventful and there was no
cngincor activity cnroutc,

h. Tho convoy arrived at Da Nang at 261245H, all clements werc

united, and adequate billeting was arranged for all personnel in the
cCONvoy .

i. The convoy departed Da Nang in the same sequonco as was
followed in the journey to the destination. The vehicles started
their move at 270930Scepb6.

je Again, the return trip proved ‘o be uncventful and there
was no cngincer activity. The convoy arrived at the Chu Lai IP a¥
2T1535H and this clcuont was detached to proceed to the Bngineer CP.
Upon arrival all Support Company and H&s Conpany personnel were
detached, and all materials carriecd on the M-51 dunps were unloaded.

11. Results. No casualties were taken on the operation, and no
enginecr eguipnent wgs lost or captured.

12, -dninstration natters

a. Supply - No enginecer re-supply was required.

b. Transportation - The vehicles provided were completely
adequate for the nission.

c. Conrunication - All communication's equipment functioned‘
perfectly, and all procedures arranged by the lst Engineer Battalion
and the ccrovoy cormander proved to be ideal.

13, w»pceial Bguipnent and Technigues. WNo special cquipnent was
taken or nceded on the operation.

14. Comnander'!s analysis

a. The personncl and equipnent provided for the operation were
nore then adequatc.

b. ZEngineer placenment in the convoy was appropriate.

¢» The proposed use of the engincer support: by the convoy
coruander was realistio and officicent.

15. Hecommendations. JEngincer support siniliar to the provided
subject convoy be utilized for future operations.

A Phie b, F
5 Re V. PULKERB.ICH
; 7 _ i — — st o R ——
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