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5 November 1966

Commanding Officer
Commanding Generzl, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FIMF
Command Chronology

(1) Commend Chronology, 1st Engineer Battalion (-), 1st Marine
Division (Rein), FMF, with Appendices A and B

1. The command chronology of the 1st Engineer Battalion (-), 1st Marine
Division (Rein), FMF, for the month of QOctober 1966, appeRded hereto as
enclosure (1) is hereby submitted in accordance with reference (a).
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

Orgenizational Data.

a. Pirst Engineer Battalion (-), 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

bs Location.

(1) Headquarters and Service Company (-), Chu Lai

(2) Support Company (-), Chu Iai

(3) Company "4" (Rein), Da Nang

(4) Company "B" (-), Chu lai

(5) Second Platoon, Company "B", Da Nang

(6) Company "¢", Chu Lai

¢, Period covered. 1 October to 31 October 1966

d. Command and Staff Officers
Commanding Officer
Executive Officer
Sergeant ldajor
S-1/Adjutant
§-2/5-5/Legal Officer
5-3
S-4
H & S Company/Supply Officer

Support Company

Company "A" (Rein)
Company "B"

Company "“C"

aj C.
Maj J.
Sgtiaj N.
2ndlt F.
1stLt A,
Maj R.
Capt J
Capt T
Capt R.
1stlt W,
Capt H.
Capt R.
Capt H.

Q.
C.
G.

H.

NEWON
FLOYD
NILLS

STRIKER

OSBOURNE

PETROFF

J.
E,

W,
Je

E.
W,

L.
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KIRKPATRICK
BYRNE

BOLSTER (1-7)
GLEESCH (8-31)

ITCHEAWITCH
FALKENBACH

LUTTRELL
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e. Average strength .

USMC SN
OFF my oFF L
27 530 1 8

2. Commander's Narrative Summary.

a. The First Engineer Battalion (~) was in general support of the
Firgt Marine Division during the period 1-9 October. Subsequent to dis-
placement of the division headgquarters to Da Nang and on 10 October 1966
"A" Company became OPCON the First Marine Division, and the Battalion (-5
became OPCON to the newly formed Task Force X-Ray. On 12 October, the
first platoon of "B" Company joined "A" Company at Da Nang and became
OPCON the First Marine Division. Units of the Battalion (-) participated
in three (3) operations, TETON, LEE, and DOVER. It also conducted a nime-
teen (19) kilometer one (1) day sweep of Highway One to support a move-
ment of Army 175mm self-propelled guns. The Battalion (=) swept a total
of 545 kilometers of roads in the Fifth and Seventh Marine Regiments! TACRS.
"A" Company swept a total of 57 kilometers of roads in the First Marine
Regiment TACR. Heavy rain during most of the month permitted only 150
meters of new road construction and required a maximum effort on existing
roads, bridges, and bypasses. 3,527 meters of roads and eighty (80) meters
of bridges were rehabilitated. Road rehabilitation and construetion inelud-
ed installation of 1,274 linear feet of 36" corrugated sheet steel culvert,
placement of 3,095 cubic yards of earth fill and 140 cubic yards of quarr-
ied rock and 2,500 sand bags. Bridge rehabilitation included redecking, re-
cribbing of intermediate supports and reinforcing and/or replacing members
in steel trusses, One (1) timber footbridge six (6) feet wide and 308 feet
long was constructed at BS559603 as a c¢ivic action project for G-5, One (1)
twenty (20) foot by fourteen (14) foot class twenty (20) timber bridge was
constructed in the 3/11 CP area. A ninety (90) foot by ninety (90) foot
section of the Battalion helicopter landing pad was stebilized with &
soil cement. The construction platoon constructed two (2) twenty (20) foot
by forty (40) foot standard buildings and sixteen (16) work tables for the
Division Iand Mine Warfare and Demolition School, and sixteen (16) hot lock=-
ers. for the Division CP. "A" Company constructed a nine (9) foot by twenty
tZOg foot by nine (9) foot command bunker and a twelve (12% foot by twelve

12) foot by twenty (20) foot water tower platform for the First Marine
Regiment and completed fifty (50) per cent of a 200 meter rifle range for

the Third Engineer Battalion. Also, "A" Company personnel expended & total
of 3,540 man hours as security watches in the Third Engineer Battalion area.
During this period, the First Bngineer Battalion (-) issued 1,284,600 gallons
of potable water and 1,113,900 gallons of shower water. The Division Demo-
lition and Land Mine Warfare School trained 316 Marines during the month of
Octobers Also, six (6) LVIE1 projected line charges were fired in the
Second Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment TAOR.

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events.

~ Enclosure (1)
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a. Personnel

(1) Strength. Five (5) officers and eighty-one (81) enlisted men
were dropped and/or rotated to CONUS, and one (1) officer and fifty~-one
(51) enlisted were joined during the month.

(2) Casualties. The Battalion susteined a total of four (4)
WIA's for this period.

b. Intelligence.

(1) Road and Bridee Reconnaissance. Continuous reconnaissance of
all roads and bridges within dnd outside the Tth Marine Begiment TACR,
bound®on the north by BI542024 and on the south by BS642746.

. (2) Enemy Ordnance. A total of six (6) enemy mines and/or
booby traps were located and destroyed during the month. Three (3) of -
the six (6) were located on routine sweeps and three (3) were located

during the conduct of operations.

¢, [Training.

(1) Newly joined, unqualified personnel became completely involv-
ed in on-the-job training.

(2) Four (4) men completed a four (4) day school on multi-fuel
engines. : ‘

(3) Thirty-five (35) men attended Division Land Mine Warfare and
Demolition School. :

d., Specizal Operations.

(1) Operation TETON. One (1) squad from "A" Company was in direct
support of the Third Battalion, First Marine Regiment. TETON was primarily
a search and destroy type operation in the Marble Mountain area, engineer ——
effort was almost exclusively devoted to cave and tunnel destruction.

. (2) Operation IEE. The Third Platoon of Company "B" wés in direct
support of the First Battalion, Second Brigade, Korean Marine Corps. .

Engineer efforts were primarily concerned with mine and booby trap detection
and clearance. See Appendix B.

(3) Operation DOVER. The Third Platoon of "B" Company minus one
(1) squad was in direct support of the First Battalion, Fifth Marine Regi- -
ment minus one (1) company. Engineer effort was primarily concerned with
mine and booby trap destruction.

(4) LVIB1 Projected Line Charge. A total of six (6)VINTE1 project-
ed line charges were fired in the Second Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment

Enclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

-

T W | &«

e. Water Supply. During this reporting period the Battalion (=)
operated seven (7; water point/shower points and two (2) shower points

in the Chu lai area. 1,284,600 gallons of potable water and 1,113,900
gallons of shower water were produced.

f. Road and Bridge Construction. The Battalion (-) constructed 150
meters of new military roed in the Second Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment
TAOR. 3,527 meters of roads and eighty (80) meters of bridges were rehabil-
Ztated, BRoad rehzbilitation and constriction included installation of
1,274 linear feet of cdfugated sheet steel culvert, placement of 3,095 cubic
yards of earth £ill and 140 cubic yards of quarried rock and 2,500 sand
bags. Bridge rehabilitation included redecking, recribbing of intermed-
iate support , and reinforcing and/or replacing members in steel trusses.

A timber footbridge six (6) feet wide and 308 feet long was constructed
at BS 559603 as a civic action project for G-5. A twenty (20) foot by
fourteen (14) foot class (20) tirber bridge was constructed in the 3/11
CP area, and a eighteen (18) by fourteen (14) foot class sixty (60) timber
bridge was constructed on highway 1 at BS 577965, a site where the enemy
had destroyed one (1) large arch-type concrete culvert. See Appendix B. |

g Civil Affairs/Civic Action. 357 people from the village of
Dong Binh (1) (B® 571993) and Dong Binh (2) (BT 564002) were provided
medical aid, Materials were provided for construction of a school at the

village of phuoc An (BT 572015).
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REFERENCE LIST

BEVENT

REFERENCE

Operation IER Company "B" AA Rpt of 220ct66

Operation DOVER Company '"B" AA Rpt of 2Nov66

Appendix A
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""" COIMPANY
lst Engineers Be'ttalion
lst Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, Sen Francisco, California 96602

| 22 QOct 1966

t

Froms Thud. Platoon, Company ”B“ First Engineer Battalion

1ding Ci'ficer First Engineer Battalion

§ Couwriiiing Sfficer, Compary "B", Filrugt Englireer Battalion

Subj: Cumbat Operation: After Action Report

pef: (a) Map of Quang ligal, Sheet 6739 II, series L7014

e,

Code Nawma. Cpersiion Lee

Dates of Operation- 030800001;66 to 1313000ct66.

Locatioh. Quawm Bitwm Son Province, (uang Ngai ares

Control or command Yeadquarters.

a. Second Republic of Korea Marine Brigade - General LEE, Commanding
Off 1cer

b. First Battallien, Secard epublie of Korea Marine Brigade — Lieuten-
ant @.aamr.a.l VoY, Railaiion Commander

T&sk Orgah;zatmm Of the Ingireers in support was made-up of four (4)

teams aAnd a headguarteys secticrn. he assignments were as followsj

Sweep Team ‘ dssdyuaxrter Section
Team leadeoxn/ Oae (1) ingineer Officer

danolition man . Une (1) Radio Uperator
Mivie detsctor Operators

two (2)
Radio Operator

S

ihing Forces. None
Intelligances Frior in eoumencem:oast of the operation a briefing wes
given to all the s.pporilag wiite by the T™attalion Commander. In this
briefing it was showii that the 2rea of 2d>sration hnd been previously
kviown to hiave an alw ﬂ*—tvaps, panji pits, and underground
caves,

The wWeother outlook for the cpowalion was for daily showers,
characteristic of the monsoon seacson currently in effecte.

Mission. To providae combat engineer supPort for Républlc of Korea
Marine Corps uptis for Operation Lee; with a reinforced mine detoctlon
capability,

1. The four (4) Muzinssr teams were to be detached
oan scubions to each of e £2) primary Republic of Korea
Areuver comtanica.

CEeratici,
A

ngcution. The initial warning crde: for the Operation was recceived

at 0214000cté6.: The Engineer unit was to travel to the Republic of
Korea Marine Corp Brigado Command Post for assignment by O30900H.

At 030800H the unit departed the Engincer Command Post and arrived

as secheduled; immediate detachmont was madey and the unit proceeded

to the First Battalion (Rear) position for transportation to their
assigned companies and the Battalion Command Post. The iEngincer assign-
nent wore complete by O3LTOUH.
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The Operatigv.comndnced at 04060011, with the '-')vement of the First
(Teams 1&3) and! ,,1rd (l'eams 2&4) Compuniss on fi ./ in a Searching and
Clenring action, and the Bottalion Comieand Post being helolifted to its
position at BS 783861, i

On the first three d’w s there was no engineer activity and the u.m.t
deployment was as Zollows

DATSE PO T Tul
1st Compuiy . By Chonpany Battalion Command Fost
I CC BS 773857 . BY 768356 BS 783861
&6 - do - - do - - do -
3 & 35 772844 B3 700842 ~ do -
7 oCet 68 - do - - do - - 'do -~

On the fourth 22y (7 Oct. 66) the First Company's Enginecer Teams ({#1&3)
uncovevred fifteen vanji traps which were newly camouflaged, and found
twe (2) Chicui: greoade booby-treps. - $hose obatacles were found in a
swmal ) hamlet locaisd £rom BS 774850 to BS T7T1845. All the pits were
uncoveved and filled-in and the two (2) grenades were destroyed.

The Operation continucd and no more obstacles were found until
11 October 1966. Movement to and including that date was as follows:

8 Oct bl BS 7678%2 . Ba 780833 BS 783861
9 Lot 66 - do - -.do - - do -
100ct 66 BS 772844 BS 780842 . =do -
110et 66 BS 746873 BS 744874 BS 745873

Un 11 October the ingincer units with tho #irst Company (Tesm #1)
{Teams #284 weye detached at 10080CH to escort attached tracked vehicles
t2 their Chw Lal Command Post) discovered thirty (30) panji pits and six
{6) Chicom grarade Booby-traps. All the panji pits were f1ll#6d in, and
avr the grenades were destroyed. Also, on this date two members of
Team #3 made threa (3) VO KIAts.

Suyul taveously with the Republic of Iorea liarine Battalicn movement
an thes day, the teains mstached t0 the tracked vehicle movement discover—
ed tue (2) Chicom grenadc boohy-traps which were destroyed in place.
(co-ordingtes BS bo288’x) Additionally, ancther booby-trap (presummably
a Chicom grennde was debonated by a tank, which inflicted e slight flesh
wound o ovwe (1) of the attachcd Lngineur personncle

On the Jagt two (2) days of the Oporation, there was no engincer
ackivily, and the ovents occurrod as follows;

BS ¢08870 B3 700873 -
B3 &75518 B8 630850
v +te to -~
EngrBacP EngvhnCP EngrBnCP

Throughoot -t\'\e Opevation; cowmunicgtions could be classified as
minimal at most. AS recepiuion was vory poor and any message traffic
required a grea‘t deal of time to pade (ie. ovne (1), two (2) pago

. wessage yequired €orty-five minutos to pass). Also a rolay between

11,

12.

13'
14

15

Duck Bill and ouk station was not put rntn effoct until two days prior
1o the texmimfitow;off phetOporntiong .-

Resvits. Mo . Bngineer oquipucnt was lost. one (1) Enginecr was
Demolitiocas expendeds: WIa (liinor Wound), and

40 C-4 one (1) was evacunted

18% 2wT from the arca duec to

o VG eguipmont was captured- illness.

Adninistrations
Suppiy- The basic load cnrried cor-isted of eight (8) P-153 Minc
detectors, five {5) PRC-25 Radiocs, and 40# of Demolitioms.
Four (4) dctectors were sufficiont for the Operation.
Comeunieations-~ The equipment provided was just adequite for the
needs. A rolay botween the field position and the
Engincer Cormand post was roquired.

Speical Eguipment. No specinl equiprient was uvilized.

Commanders Analysis. The usc of the Inginecr Unit by the Republic of
Korea Marine Corp comand was outstanding. Never was the team integrity
broken throughout the Operation. Toxtbook rccommendations on

cmployment were followed to the lettere

Recormondations. That one (1) minec detector be utilized for each four
(4) or five (5) men swcep team.

)

 D. M. TUPH
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WBYCCOMPANY .. oz .
1st Engineer Battalion
~ 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF :.-. . 1. ;.
FPO, San- Franclsco, California 96602 N
2 Nov 1966

K

Froms. r]aroon Commander, Thlrd Platoon . -

.. Po:. | Commanding Officer, First Battalion, Flfth Marlnes

Via: (1) Commanding Officer, Company "B", First Engineer Battalion
- +{2) Oommanding Officer, First Englneer Battalion

.Subj: . Combat -Operations After Actlon Report

Réf: (2) Map: Vietnam, 1: 50 000, L70144ser1es Sheet number 6640 111,
L 6639 I, 6739 IV, 5739 I o

l. Code iiame -and Type of Qperatlon. pefafidn Dd?er; Eattélion (~) (Rein)
Lo séarch dnd clear operatlon. o T c -

2 Daj;es ©f Operation. a. First phase- 18 0600H Oct 66 o 20 2000H Oct 66
e T 7 be Second & Third phase- 26 06OOH Oct 66 to 29 2100H
Oct 66 .

T LpoatiOnn Qpan Tam Xy Suol Cau Chua and Suol Galna Rlver Valley¥s.

4o Control 6r Command Headqyarters. ’
* .7 7 d,  Commanding Officer, First Battallon, Flfth harlnes- Lieutenant
. - Colonel WATSON .
- be -Commanding’ ‘Officer Companv ”B" First Battalion, rifth Marines-
> ¢ QCaptain SULLIVAN . L M . S
" Ce Commanding Officer Company "D" ‘First Battalion,. Fifth Marines—
-Captaln CARTY

5e. Task Organization; o o L : o
: a, Platoon Headguarters consisting of one (1) officer and one (1)-
radio operator with First Battalion, Fifth Harines Command Poste
be Second sguad consisting of omne (l) squad leader and ‘8ix (6)
enlisted with Company "B", First Battalion, Fifth Marines.
ce ‘Third squad consisting of one (1) ‘squad leader and six (6)
.. enlisted with Company "D", First Battallon, Flfth Harlneso :

64 ’Supportlng Forces.' Non applloable

Te ntelllglnce. In the intelligince. brleflnb given prdcr to the start of
the operation it was estimatéed: that there was two .(2) enemy‘companies in the
area of operation. It was also’ reported that there was a strong likelyhood of
enemy booby traps in the area. During the operation there was little contact
except occasional sniper fire. One (1) booby-trap (Chicom grenade)-was.. found.

ab ( )2 to Appendix 4 to Enclosurd (1)
L 1st MarDiv 1tr 00263-66
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8. Mission, To pgide combat engineer support to&xe First Battalion,
‘Fifth Marines during Operation Dover,

9« Concept of Operatioms Two (2) engineer squads to be attached to two (2)
rifle companies in a three phase search and clear operatione

10. ._EJ_‘.:iL_eputiono

ae 17 October 1966~ Waring order received by Company "B, First
Inginecr Battalion that a search and clear opération conducted by the First
Battalion. Fifth Marines would be conducted in several phases commencing -
19 Ocioner 1966, One (1) engineer sguad would be required for the first phase
of tho Sl ratv1ﬁ and another for any subsequent phasc.

7 Cowcher 1966— Commencement of phase one of operation- no

2 activity.
ober 1966~ lo significant engineer activity- complction of

significanﬁ
vhace one
¢s 25 October 1966~ Commencement of phase two of operation. Unit
helilifter %o landing zone Sparrow (cocrdinotes BI 328113). Engineer units . « -
fournd end destroyed one (l) 155 mm round at coordinates BT 318125 and burned
one hunfred pounds of rice at coordinates BT 323122. ‘
; . j7 October 1966~ Enginecr persornel destroyed ocne (1) dud M=T79
round at courdinates BT 305114 and one (1) WP grenade at coordinates BT 304150
£. 28 October 1966~ Bngineer persomnal destroyed ome (1) dud 155 ‘mm
Cround end twe (2) M72 LaAV's at coordinates BT 307149. One (1) booby~trapped
V C Chicom stick type grenade located and désaﬂmed at coordinates BT 305150.
Phase fThres comnmenced with a helilift to original landing zone Sparrcw at
28 12C0L Cot 56+ The unit then moved in a south east direction and engineer
personicl discovered and destroyed two (2) M72 Laai's and one (1) dud 60 mn
nortar round at coordinates BT 33107, one El) fifteen (15) foot cave at
coordinates BT 328108, and threc thousand’ 3000) pounds of pige at coordinates
BT 3301€H.
g« 29 October 1966~ Engineer activity con31steﬂ of destroying ocne
(l) rice fanning mechine at coordinates BT 361085, The vperation enfed with
& march to the First Battalion, Fifth Merines Command Post at coordinates BT
396154, the unit arrived at thc -Command Post at 29 2000H Oct 1966,

11l. Results, One (1) Engincer was Wi, but did not require evacuation. He .
received 2 Sll sht sharpenel wound at 29 1445H October 1966 at coordinates
BT 358079 -

12. Administrative Mattcrs.

A« Supply- Supolv for the operation was found to be adequate in all
‘respects. The combat load of flVG (5) pounds of C 4 per enelncer was found
to be icdeal.

be Transportatl)n~ All transpﬁrtatlon arrangements, both at the First
Engineer Battalion and the First Battalion, Fifth Marines proved to be
adeguate, ] .
ce Communications— Cemrmnication with the First Engineer Battalion
proved to bhe dafficult because of the dlstance between tnc ares. of operutlons
and the BEngineer Command’ Post.

13. Special Eguipment and Techniques. ‘NWo special eguipment or technigues

F}
b
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vere utilized. . <

14, Commander¥ Anolysise. Operation Dover was a typical search and clear

operation in which attached engineer persomnel were effectively and afficdontly
utilizedo

15. Recomiiendationse That a cormunications relay point be set up for opera=-

tions ccrducted in areas where communications with the First Jng:.neer Battal:.on
Command Post are expected to be diffiecult.

Da M TOl‘H
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Appendix B with Tabs 1 « 10
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