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HEADQUARTERS
18t Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMP
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
: JsRPsmz

~ 5750 '
2 Dec 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMPF

Ref's (a) Div0 5750424

Encls (1) Command Chronology, 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine Division

(Rein), PMF, with Appendices A and B
1. The command chronology of the 1st Engineer Battalion, 1at Marine

Division (Rein), PMF, for the month of November 1966, appended hereto
as enclosure (1), is hereby submitted in accordance with reference (a).

C. 0. NEWTON
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. Orga.nizatiorml Datas.

8. First Engineer Battalion, 18t Marine Division (Rein), FMF
b, Location o

(1) Headquarters and Service Company{-), Chu Lai

(2) support Company(-), Chu lai

(3) Company "A" (Rein), Da Nang

(4) Company “B%(-), Chu lai

(5) Second Platoon, Company "B", Da Nang

(6) Company "C", Chu lai

¢. Period Covered. 1 November to 30 November 1966

d. Command and Staff Officers

Commanding Officer Maj C. O. NEWTON
Executive Officer Maj J. C. FLOYD
Sergeant Major Sgtiaj N. G. MILLS (1-20)

SgtMaj L. T. MCQUAIDE (21-28)
Sgtiaj F. Co TQMAN (29-30)

S~1/Adjutant 2ndlt ©P. H. STRIKER

§-2 Capt A, OSBORNE 21-2&)
1stlt D. N. TOTH (29-30)

5-3 Mej  R. PETROFF

S-4 Capt  J. J. KIRKPATRICK

§=5 : Capt  A. OSBORNE

Supply Officer Capt  T. E. BYRNE

Legal Officer Capt  A. OSBORNE (1-28
2ndLt J. MOUTON (29-303

H&S Company Capt T, E. BYRNE (1-28
Capt A. OSBORNE ( 29-30
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Company “A" (Rein) Capt  H. B. ITCHKAWIICH
Company '"B" Capt R. W. FALKENBACH

Company "C" Capt  H. L. LUTTRELL

e. Average Strength

TaMC TSN
QFF ENL OFF ENL
26 527 1 10

2. Commander's Narrative Summsry.

a, The First Engineer Battalion minus "A" Company (Rein) and the
gsecond platoon of "B" Company were in general support of Task Force X-
Ray at Chu Lai. On 28 November, the second platoon of "C" Company was
placed under the operational control of the Chu lai Defense Command.
Company "A" (Rein) and two (2) squads of the second platoon of "B" Company
were in general support of the First Marine Division (-) at Da Nang. The
remaining squad of the second platoon of “B" Company was in support of
the Second Battalion Third Marine Regiment at Da Nang. The Battalion(-)
participated in one (1) major operation and eight (eg small unit oper-
ations and provided engineer support to eighteen (18) convoys during
this period. The Battalion (-) swept a total of 530 kilometers of roads
in the Fifth and Seventh Marine flegiments! TAORs. “A" Company swept &
total of fifty-seven (57) kilometers of roads in the First Marine Regiment
TAOR. Heavy rain and resultent deterioration of existing roads and by-
passes delayed new road construction. This situation was compuunded by lim=
ited earthmoving capability due to deadlined and short equipment. A combe=
ined total of fifteen (15) 16' x 32! strong back tents were constructed by
the Battalion. Continued improvement of perimeter defenses was made by
both the Battalion(-) and A" Company. All bridges and bypasses on High-
way 1 from BS568985 to BS642746 were classified and marked. Efforts of
the eonstruction platoon were almost completely devoted to small carpen-
try projects, e. g. bookcases, cabinets, boxes, etc, "A" Company super-
vised construction of twelve (12) perimeter type fighting bunkers, errect-
ed extensive protective wire, and constructed a 40' x 75' covered outdoor
movie theater for the First and Second Battalions of the First Marine
Regiment.

The Battalion (=) and "A" Company devoted & combined total of 6,840
man hours to area security watches.
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3, Detailed Description of Significant Events.

a. Personnel

(1) Strength. %ero (0) Marine officers and forty (40) Marine
enlisted men were dropped and/or rotated to CONUS. Two (2) Marine officers

and fifty-two (52) Marine enlisted were jbined during the month.

(2) Casumlties. The Battalion sustained a total of ten (10)
WIA'as for this period.

b, Intelligence.

(1) Road end Bridge Recomnaissance., Continuous reconnaissance
was made of all roads and bridges within and outside the Tth Marine Regiment
TAOR, bounded on the north by BT542024 end on the south by BS642746.

(2) Enemy Ordnance. A total of nine (9) enemy mines were located
during the month. Seven (7) of the mines were destroyed and two (2) were
disarmed and salvaged for intelligence and instructional value.

(3) Tunnel Destruction. Approximately 300 meters of various size
tunnels were destroyed. :

c. [Training.

(1) Newly joined ungualified personnel beceme completely involved
. in on-the~job training,.

(2) fTwenty-four (24) men attended Division land Mine Warfare and
Demolitions School and received instruction in mine sweep procedures and
techniques.,

d. Special Operations.

(1) Operation RIO BLANCO. The First Platoon of "C" Company was
in direct support of the First Battalion, Tth Marine Regiment. Engineer
efforts were primarily concernmed with mine and booby trap detection and
clearance., A water point was provided and engineer support was also
provided to the Third Battalion 11th Marine Regiment. This support con-
sisted of sweeping, rehabilitating, and maintaining the CP &ccess road.
See Appendix B.

e. Water Su + During this reporting period, the Battalion(-)
operated seven Z7§ water/shower points, one (1) water point, and two (2)
shower points. 1,492,900 gallons of potable water and 1,182,000 gallons
of shower water were produced.

f. DRoad and Bridge Construction. 8,000 meters of roads and bypasses
were rehabilitated in the First and Second Battalion TAQOR's of the
Seventh Marine Regiment. New decking wes placed on the ramps of the
bridge located at BS546927 and new treadways were placed on the bridges
located at BS62386% and BS609905. Road rehabilitation included installe-—
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tion of 392 linear feet of 36" corrugated sheet steel oulvert, placement
of 4,035 cubic yards of earth fill, and 955 cubic yards of quarried rock.

See Appendix B,

ge. Division Lemd Mine Werfare and Demolition School. Marines trained
during the month of November are as followss

Infantry 214
Engineer 24
Other 68

h. Civil Affairs/Civie Action.

(1) Medical Treatment. - 181 people from the village of Phuc 4An
at BT572015 were provided medical aid. .

(2) oOther. BEfforts continued on supervision of construction of
the school to accommodate 180 students at the above village. It ds estimat-

ed that construction will be complete on 8 December 1966,
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REFERENCE LIST

EVENT : REFERENCE
Operation RIC BLANCO 7 ' Company "C" AA Rpt of 28Nové6
Construction

Miscellanéous photographs of
construction projects

APPENDIX A
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DOCUMENTATION

Appendix B with Tabs 1 = 16

APPENDIX B

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED
S

- -
2 . .
s
,

“COMPANY nCH
‘lst Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), RIF
“¢/o FPO San  Francisco, Califorria 96602
TRV: jer
3000 ,
28 Nov 1966

From: ~Commandirg Officer, Company "G', lst Engineer Baptalion
“To: Commarding Officer, lst Engineer Battalion
Subj: Combat ‘After Aétion Repart

'X. Code Neme, Operation RIO BLANCO

'2, Dates of Operation. 200900 November 1966 to 271300 November 1966
3. -Location, -'NﬁifDé;"Ne'Ai‘éa,:Rep‘i‘ﬁ)i"i“c of Vietnam.

L. Contrél or Command Headquarters.

7th Marines (<) (Reéin) - Col SNODDY
1st Bn, 7th Mdrihes LtCol LUISKA
1stEngrin Maj NEWION
Co¥Cl, 1stEngrBn Capt LUTRELL
- 1st Plt, Co'CU, lstEngrBn 2ndLt VAN KIRK

5. Tagk Orgenization. N/A

6,: Support Forces, N/A

Te. Intelligeriééa S N/A

8. ~-Mis'Sior,_1. To prov:.de élose combat engineer support to the lst Bn
7th Yarihes (~) (Rein) and to keep roads open to the Regimental CP
and to the 3rd Bn 11th Marines CP

9. Concept of Operation. A CP wis established at the following cocrde -
- inates 427761 20 November 1966, 493775 21 November 1966, 479735 . - .
' 2 Noevember 1966, 513813 25 November 1966, 901599 26 Hovember 1966, wWE
provided demo teams to companies for daily patrols, locatedand des-
‘troythaves, enemy’ ordinance, H&SCo and Support Co, 1stBEnsrBn provided
the following: ' 2 L

Personnel
H:S Company . 2 Communicators
Support Company ~ _ L, Motor ‘Transport
S R 5 Heavy Equipment Operators
CQuipnenT © )y = M51 Dump Trucks
ﬁ : 2 - MRS-100
1 - TD 15
1-T16
1 - 550 Grader
1 - Mark 83 Radio Jeep
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OLov6 it 0004 an engineer asslstance ‘team accou oan1ed.3y11 from
toheir 43758. ihis tean with ergineer’ eguip.ent assisted in the
rnmoval of gersonnel from g danaged Yntos that struck a mine at coord
inates B$5:6721, taen repaired the dacaged portion of the toad for the
fetainder of the donvdy to pass. Iils team sweot the road from Coord-
inates BS568721 to 543738 with mine detectors witd nsgative results.
sngineer platoorn in supgort of 1/7 established a ©F at ccordinates 59427761,

10, sSxecuti

Repam 11 ingineer ejuipment team in supsort of Tth iarine degiment P
e T road from coodinates SW66CT50 to 661756. - The. engineer assistance TEAM
wita 3/11 swept the road from ecordinates 53 54 3758 to 588721, &
mine was discovered at ccordinates 535 575726, ‘ine iine was a 155mm
round with ar unidentified mine under :as 155mm round: to be dotonated by
pressure. Ine nine uas destroysd in place, fifteen loads ofgfill'weré
nauled ardé dumped to improve the road {

A cave was uestroydd by the cnblneer 2latoon with 1/7 at coordlndtes
35427761 wsing 20 pounis of IM, Uhe dimersions of the cave were 20m long
15w wide,; aré 15m high.,

Ine platoon estsblished a rew C2 in the afterncon at coordinatss
33455775,  Destroyea two small caves at that location using 10 1bs +iT
on each cave, 3Soth caves vere 1(n long, 5u wids, and 1.5m high.

‘ R2i0y66 «iquipment tean in support of the Tth diarine icgimental
C2 eontinusd to repsir road from coordinates 5566C750C to 661756

The enginesr assistance tear with 3/11 swept the road frow B3
5437%8 to 578721 with negative results. 4aulsd and cumped 40 loads of
£ill for repair of road. PFrepared gun euplacements for Urtos with 3/11,

Taz erginzor platoon with 1/7 destroy:zd two 20 1b. bombs at
25 453774, 4t coordinates <3 453775 discovered thrse 1-26 grenddes with
2in removed located in binn of ride. DESTROYED GRENADES wiTh OME <5 TNT

23iioyeh Squisment team and engineer assistance team anthuud with
work from previous day.

Ih: engincer platoon with 1/7 searched a cave at coordinat:s 59422764 «
with diwsnsjions of 50n long, 3(m wide, 2 m high with negative rgsults.
Uave was not dsetroy:d due to insufficient de dilitions on hand.’ 4%
coordinatog 85436773 = arched 2 aortlon of an cxtensive underground
tunnel complex with n,6t1v~ rssul ts. caled one entrance with 50 lbs
of explosives. Destroyed one ti-16 mine rigged with trip wire in place
with one pound of TAT st coordinates BS 453775.

248ovbh  Eguipment teen and crginsir assistance team continued with
work from pravious day . :

. The enginser platoon with 1/7 ovstroyad one 75mm Guéd with one pound
of -TKI at goardinates B9479795.

25hoyh6 bqulgment team continued to rejair read to the 7th‘ﬂarine
leglmvnt CP
: Th: cnginesr assistance tcam wltn 3/11 swvau ‘the road from Coord-
inates BS 543738 to 588721 with negative rosults., &scorted 3/11 to new
CP at coordinatcs B5588721

Ihé ongineer platoon with 1/7 suffersd taree Wla's as a result
of small srms firc and enemy mortars at coorcinates 55513819, .-411

three were ned svaged. JVestroyed ten 3.5 rock.t rcunds, two 8lmm
i rounds, five 60um HE rounds with ‘lOlb of C-4 '
26NovkE uqul)mcnt team 2% the Tth Merinc Rsgimental CF continucd
to repair road. . .
7»21&Q1ﬁﬁ 411 pirsonncl r“turnva to pﬁrﬂnt CP as opcrztion teriinated.
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11, geslts, 411 enginesr missions accorplished.

12, adpinistretive Bettors, 9p0t redorts ssnt out on time and were
adeoguate. : :

13 - None

‘14, -Copandops Analysis, & demolition tcem in support of zn infentry
~company can't carry cnough demolitior to destroy larg: caves or signifi-
-oent target withowt being regupplicd st time of need., & dewoliton team
member carriss botween 5-10 1b of wxplosives.  4ny inorceasc.in demoliton
to b carricd by a-tsam romber would hamp:zr the movemsnt and cffsctive-
ness of that tesm womber, ‘

, A Taat resupoly be mads availsgble for demolition
-as is for med evac,

Al Eertthel
d. Lo LULLRELL
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