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HEADQUARTERS 

1 at Engineer Ba. ttalion 
1st Marine Division (Rein), liMF 

FPO, ~ Franoisco, Calii'ornia 96602 

Frome. Commanding Officer 
To: COllllllallding General, 1 st Marine Division (Rein), 1!MF 

Reft (a) DivO 5750.21 

3:BP':mz 
5750 
5 Jan 1967 

Enol I (1) Command Chronology, 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine Division 
(Rein), »IF with Appendices A and B 

1. The oommand ohronology of the 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine Division 
(Rein), »IF, for the month of Deoember 1966, appended hereto as enolosure (1i), 
is hereby submitted in aooordanoe with referenoe (a). 
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

3:RP:mz
5750
5 Jan 1967

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMFTo:

(a) Divo 5750.2ARef:

Encl: (1) Command Chronology, 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine Division
(Rein), FMF with Appendices A and B

1. The command chronology of the 1st Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine Division
(Rein), FMF, for the month of December 1966, appended hereto as enclosure (1),
is hereby submitted in accordance with reference (a).

Collew tonC. O. NEWTON
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O(lifiIWID CHRONOLOGY 

1 • Greim tional Data. 

a. First Engineer Battalion, 1 at Marine Division (Rein), FMF 

b. Location 

( t) Headquarters and Service Oompe.ny( - ) , Ohu La.i 

(2) Supp,ort oom.pa.ny{ - ), Ohu Lai 

(3) Oompany "A" (Rein), Da Nang 

(4) Oompany "B" (-), Ohu Lai 

( 5) Second Platoon, Company "B", Da Nang 

(6) Company "0", Ohu Lai 

c. Period Oovered. 1 Deoember to ,1 December 1966 

d. Oommand and Staff Offioers 

Oommand 1ng Officer Maj O. O. NEWTON 

Executive Offioer Maj J. C. FLOYD 

Sergean t Maj or SgtMaj F. O. TOMAN 

S-1/Adjutant 2ndLt F. H. STRIKER (1-14) 
2ndLt J. MOUTON (1!5-,1:) 

6-2 1stLt D. N. Tom 

S-, Maj R. PETROFF 

5-4 Oapt J. J. KIRKPATRICK 

S-5 Oapt R. OSBORNE 

Supply Officer Oapt T. E. BYRNE 

Oommunications Officer t:stLt R. J. BARETELA. 

Medical Officer Lt J. A. BACKER 

H&S Oanpany Capt R. OSBORNE 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1. Organizational Data.

a. First Engineer Battalion, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

b. Location

(1) Headquarters and Service Company -), Chu Lai

(2) Support Company -), Chu Lai

(3) Company "A" (Rein), Da Nang

(4) Company "B" (-), Chu Lai

(5) Second Platoon, Company "B", Da Nang

(6) Company "C", Chu Lai

C. Period Covered. 1 December to 31 December 1966

d. Command and Staff Officers

C. O. NEWTONMajCommand ing Officer

J. C. FLOYDMajExecutive Officer

F. C. TOMANSgtMajSergeant Major

F. H. STRIKER (1-14)S-1/Adjutant 2ndLt
J. MOUTON (15-31)2ndLt

1stLtS-2 D. N. TOTH

R. PETROFFS-3 Maj

J. J. KIRKPATRICKCaptS-4

S-5 Capt R. OSBORNE

Supply Officer Capt T. E. BYRNE

Communications Officer 1stLt R. J. BARETELA

Medical Officer Lt J. A. BACKER

H&S Company Capt R. OSBORNE

DECLASSIFIED



• 
Support Company 

Company "A" (Rein) 

Company "B" 

e. Average strength 

.Q!E 

26 

USMC 
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Maj 

Capt 

Capt 

Capt 

59; 

2. Commander's Narrative Stmuna.ry 

P. J. SHANK 

H. E. ITCHKA.WITCH 

R. W. FALKENBA.CH 

II. L. LUl'TRELL 

USN 

a. The Firs,t Engineer Battalion minus "A" Company (Rein), the second ) 
p la toOll of tI Bit Company, and one (1) officer and nineteen (19) men from "C" 1f' 

Company, was in general support of Task Force X-Ray at Chu Lai. Company-
11.1" (Rein) and the second platoon of liB" Company were in general support 
of, the First 11a.rine Division. One (1.) officer and nineteen (19) men from 
Company "C" were under the operational control of the Chu Lai Defense Com­
mand. The Battalion (-) partiCipated in one (1) major operation and five 
(5) small unit operatiOns and provided engineer support to six (6) oonvoys 
during this period. The Battalion (-) swept a total of 615.5 kilometers of 
roads in the Fifth and Seventh lfarine Regiments' TAORS. "A" Company (Rein) 
swept a total of 490 kilometers of roads in the.Da Nang TAOR. Heavy rain 
throughout the month resulted in deterioration of existing roads and by­
passes and delalfed and hampered new road construction. Further difficul­
ties were resultant from limited earth moving capability due to deadlined 
and short equipment. Adverse weather conditions have also increased equip­
ment maintenance requirements. Unique to the Battalion sinoe its arrival 
in RVN, was commencement of a mine clearanoe project of a defensive posi­
tion located at BT400150, and occupied by a unit of the First Battalion, 
Fifth Marine Regiment. The minefield is alleged to have been installed by 
liFts or PF's approximately two (2) years ago. No oharts or definite infor­
mation regarding the limits of the minefield nor,'the type and number of 
mines installed :i,t. available. The nature of the terrain, its use, and the 
unknown ordnanoe involved, do not permit use of expedient clearance methods, 
but rather require use of ,the deliberate method, i.e. probing and use of 
eleotronio deteotors. The projeot was begun on 31 December 1966; detailed 
information will be inoluded. in the Command Chronology tor the month at 
January 1961. Also unique to the l3a.ttalion was the underwater demolition 
of rock formations in the Song Tra. Bong River, located at BT621004. Dem­
olition of the rooks was required to facilitate beaching the LaM support­
ing the First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment, at that looation. vlork 
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P. J. SHANKMajSupport Company

Company "A" (Rein) H. E. ITCHKAWITCHCapt

Company "B" R. W. FALKENBACHCapt

H. L. LUTTRELLCompany "C" Capt

e. Average Strength

USNUSMC

ENLOFFENLOFF

26 13593 1

2. Commander's Narrative Summary

a. The First Engineer Battalion minus "A" Company (Rein), the second
platoon of "B" Company, and one (1) officer and nineteen (19) men from "C"

Company, was in general support of Task Force X-Ray at Chu Lai. Company
"A" (Rein) and the second platoon of "B" Company were in general support
of the First Marine Division. One (1) officer and nineteen (19) men from
Company "C" were under the operational control of the Chu Lai Defense Com-
mand. The Battalion (-) participated in one (1) major operation and five

(5) small unit operations and provided engineer support to six (6) convoys
during this period. The Battalion (-) swept a total of 615.5 kilometers of
roads in the Fifth and Seventh Marine Regiments' TAORS. "A" Company (Rein)
swept a total of 490 kilometers of roads in the Da Nang TAOR. Heavy rain
throughout the month resulted in deterioration of existing roads and by-
passes and delayed and hampered new road construction. Further difficul-
ties were resultant from limited earth moving capability due to deadlined
and short equipment. Adverse weather conditions have also increased equip-
ment maintenance requirements. Unique to the Battalion since its arrival
in RVN, was commencement of a mine clearance project of a defensive posi-
tion located at BT400150, and occupied by a unit of the First Battalion,
Fifth Marine Regiment. The minefield is alleged to have been installed by
RF's or PF's approximately two (2) years ago. No charts or definite infor-
mation regarding the limits of the minefield nor the type and number of
mines installed is available. The nature of the terrain, its use, and the
unknown ordnance involved, do not permit use of expedient clearance methods,
but rather require use of the deliberate method, i.e. probing and use of
electronic detectors. The project was begun on 31 December 1966; detailed
information will be included in the Command Chronology for the month of
January 1967. Also unique to the Battalion was the underwater demolition
of rock formations in the Song Tra Bong River, located at BT621004. Dem-
olition of the rocks was required to facilitate beaching the LCM support-
ing the First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment, at that location. Work
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was completed in two (2) days. Numerous man hours were expended during the 
month in preparation for embarkation. Efforts of the construction platoon 
were almost completely devoted to such projects as cabinets, special boxes, 
etc. Urgency also diotated that the platoon construot a great number of 
mount out boxes. .ItA" Company (Rein) cODStructed two (2) command type bunkers 
for the Third Battalion, First Marine Regiment, one (1) 20' X 30' and anoth­
er 10' x 12'. Improvement continued on the perimeter defeDse of both the 
Battalion (-) and tlA" Company (Rein). Existing bunkers and protective wire 
were rehabilitated and several new bunkers were construoted. The Battalion 
(-) and "Au Oompany (Rein) devoted a oombined total. of 1,200 man hours to 
area security watohes. 

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events 

a.. Personnel 

e ( 1) Strength. One (1) l'Jarine Officer and thirty-two (32) enlisted 
men were dropped and/or rotated to OONUS.Zero (0) Marine officers and 104 
enlisted men were joined during the month. 

(2) Casualties. The Battalion sustained a total of five (5) 'InA's. 
for this period. 

b. Intelligenoe 

( 1) Road and Bridge Reconnaissance. Continuous reconnaissance was 
made of all roads and bridges wi thin the Task Foroe X-Ray TAOR. Periodic 
reoonnaissance of Highway 1 was made} bounded on the North by BT114420 and 
on the South by BS131533. . 

(2) Enemy Ordnance. A total of six (6) enemy mines/ booby traps 
were located during the month. All six (6) mines were destroyed in place. 

(3) Tunnel Destruction. Approximately ten (10) meters of tUllIlels ,/ 
cbf various'sizes were destroyed with demolitions. 

o. Train:ing 

(1) Newly jOined unqualified personnel became completely involved 
in on-the-job training. 

(2) Ninety-seven (97) men attended Division Land Mine Warfare and 
Demolition School and received instruction in mine sweep prooedures and 
teohniques. 

d. §I1ecial Operations 

(1) Operation SUTTER. The first squad of the First Platoon of 
"B" CompBll¥ provided olose combat support to the First Battalion, Fifth 
IY"lBXine Regiment mmus two (2) letter oompanies during the period 30 November 
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was completed in two (2) days. Numerous man hours were expended during the
month in preparation for embarkation. Efforts of the construction platoon
were almost completely devoted to such projects as cabinets, special boxes,
etc. Urgency also dictated that the platoon construct a great number of
mount out boxes. "A" Company (Rein) constructed two (2) command type bunkers
for the Third Battalion, First Marine Regiment, one (1) 20' X 30' and anoth-
er 10' X 12'. Improvement continued on the perimeter defense of both the
Battalion (-) and "A" Company (Rein). Existing bunkers and protective wire
were rehabilitated and several new bunkers were constructed. The Battalion
(-) and "A" Company (Rein) devoted a combined total of 7,200 man hours to
area security watches.

3. Detailed Description of Significant Events

a. Personnel

(1) Strength. One (1) Marine Officer and thirty-two (32) enlisted
men were dropped and/or rotated to CONUS. Zero (o) Marine officers and 104
enlisted men were joined during the month.

(2) Casualties. The Battalion sustained a total of five (5) WIA's.
for this period.

b. Intelligence

(1) Road and Bridge Reconnaissance. Continuous reconnaissance was
made of all roads and bridges within the Task Force X-Ray TAOR. Periodic
reconnaissance of Highway 1 was made, bounded on the North by BT174420 and
on the South by BS737533.

(2) Enemy Ordnance. A total of six (6) enemy mines/ booby traps
were located during the month. All six (6) mines were destroyed in place.

(3) Tunnel Destruction. Approximately ten (10) meters of tunnels
of various sizes were destroyed with demolitions.

C. Training

(1) Newly joined unqualified personnel became completely involved
in on-the-job training.

(2) Ninety-seven (97) men attended Division Land Mine Warfare and
Demolition School and received instruction in mine sweep procedures and
techniques.

d. Special Operations

(1) Operation SUTTER. The first squad of the First Platoon of
"B" Company provided close combat support to the First Battalion, Fifth
Marine Regiment minus two (2) letter companies during the period 30 November
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- 10 Deoember 1966. See Appendix B.: 

(2) Operation SIERRA. "c" Company minus the first and seoond pla­
toons and reinforced by detaohments from H&S, Support, and "B" Companies 
began direot support of the Seventh r·Tarine Regiment minus the. First and 
Third Battalions (Rein) on 11 December. Engineer efforts have been pri­
marily concerned with road and bridge maintenance and reha.bili ta tion, 
oonvoy support, and close combat support. A water point was alao establish­
ed at the LSA located at the ~g Ngai airfield on the second day of the 
operation and has been in produotion sinoe that time. Termination date of 
the operation is unknown. . 

eo Water SUPrlY 0 During this reporting period, the Ba tta.lion (-) 
Operated seven (1 water/shower pOints, one (t) water point, and two (2) 
shower points. 1,336,975 gallons of potable water and 1,058,905 gallons 
of shower water were produced. 

fo Road and Bridge Construction. 4,000 meters of roads and bypasses 
were rehabilitated in the Task Force X-Ray TAOR. Road rehabilitation 
included installation of 150 linear feet of.36" corrugated sheet steel 
culvert, placement of 7,500 cubio yards of sand and earth fill, and 335 
oubic yards of quarried rock. See Appendix. B. 

g. Division Land Mine \varfare and Demolition School. Marines trained 
during the month or December are as followsl 

Infantry 360 

Engineer 97 

Other 153 

e h. Civil Affairs/Civic Action 

(1) Medical Treatment. 321 people from the village of Phuoo An, 
located atBT512015, were provided medical aid. 

(2) ~. The school at the village was oompleted on 8 December 
and dedica.ted on 10 December 1966. Brigadier General W. A. STILES, 
Commanding leneral, Task Force X-Ray was guest of honor. 
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- 10 December 1966. See Appendix B.

(2) Operation SIERRA. "C" Company minus the first and second pla-
toons and reinforced by detachments from H&S, Support, and "B" Companies
began direct support of the Seventh Marine Regiment minus the. First and
Third Battalions (Rein) on 11 December. Engineer efforts have been pri-
marily concerned with road and bridge maintenance and rehabilitation,
convoy support, and close combat support. A water point was also establish-
ed at the LSA located at the Quang Ngai airfield on the second day of the
operation and has been in production since that time. Termination date of
the operation is unknown.

e. Water Supply. During this reporting period, the Battalion (-)
operated seven (7) water/shower points, one (1) water point, and two (2)
shower points. 1,336,975 gallons of potable water and 1,058,905 gallons
of shower water were produced.

all

f. Road and Bridge Construction. 4,000 meters of roads and bypasses
were rehabilitated in the Task Force X-Ray TAOR. Road rehabilitation
included installation of 150 linear feet of 36" corrugated sheet steel
culvert, placement of 7,500 cubic yards of sand and earth fill, and 335
cubic yards of quarried rock. See Appendix B.

g. Division Land Mine Warfare and Demolition School. Marines trained
during the month of December are as follows:

360Infantry

97Engineer

153Other

h. Civil Affairs/Civic Action

(1) Medical Treatment. 321 people from the village of Phuoc An,
located at BT572015, were provided medical aid.

(2) Other. The school at the village was completed on 8 December
and dedicated on 10 December 1966. Brigadier General W. A. STILES,
Commanding General, Task Force X-Ray was guest of honor.
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REF.6lRElfCE . LIST 

EYm RE:EERENCE 

Opera tion SUTTER Company "B" AA Rpt of 15Dec66 

Cons true ti on/Rehab ilitation/LMWS ~liseellaneous photographs 

APPENDIX A 
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REFERENCE LIST

REFERENCEEVENT

Company "B" AA Rpt of 15Dec66Operation SUTTER

Construction/Rehabilitation/LMWS Miscellaneous photographs

APPENDIX A
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DOC lJvlENTATION 

Appendix B with Ta.bs 1-13 

APPENDIX B 
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DOCUMENTATION

Appendix B with Tabs 1-13

APPENDIX B
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-liB'! CIJ}';P.l.l~Y 

l~t .';:;~ei!l::('1r Battalion 
ls~ N·:trine JJiYj.s 10[1 . . ~ R.ej.n} F1Ym:~ 

FPO? San Franci.sco CaHf<?~"!lia 96602.( 
GflK/jtd 
15 Dec 1966 

l?rom: 
r;~o : 

Squad Leader, J!'J_rs t bq:Lwd, li'irst Plqtoon, "Bit Company 
Commanding Officer, li'irst :i;;::lgineer Ba-btal:i.on 
G0JJ1'11andin.,,:?; Officer, "13" Compar.w Via: 

bubj: CO)i).bF't vper2 tion .after l'1ction Report 

Ref: (2.).li!p of Vtetnam, Tra 'J3ojjg, ::3heet 6739 IV, ~eries 17014 
~b)~JaI' of Yie-tnnm, 1'ien :211.;100, oheet 6639 I, :Jeries J.J70l4 

Bncl :(l)~ Indi vidual Line~J30oby-trap Incident Repor~ 03 :Jee 1966 . 
(2)~ Indiv:i_dua1 L.ine/1:Jo(1'1Jy-.J~!.'2P Incident Heport 06 1400li Dec 1966 
U) ~IndividUfll hino/Boob:r-trap Inciden-i; neport 06 19JOli Dec 1966 

1. QQ.Q&.;~§1!l.§... upera tion IISutter", . dearch and Des troy upera tion. 

2. P'~3, . .t~E3 of~erat;hoY.l:.. 30 1700R Nov 66 to 10 1230li Dec 66 

3. l,oc:1tion. i:~uan Lv Tin area, approximdte1y five (5) miles south west 
of hjjJ.-~4-rBr.il 395145). . 

4. . QS?2:~t},2LoL_ C o~§!ld l-:lea d9 ulrt e~. 
~i. •. Co;;un::;nrling ,Jfficer, :i:'irst Battalion, ]'ifth 10rines, b£ljor 1'. L. 

B. GO!llluc.,nding lJfJ.ioerj H & S Compnny, l1'irst iju.ttalion, }'ifth.lJarines 
Va pt.') in F. H. I0,L~'l Ai,-. 

G. CODlr:£mding ufficer, 110 I CompLln,y, }!'irst Eat-Gulion, iifth h:a::ines 
C=:pti.'.in H. D. l.h">.HLING-. 

D. GOLlI,"ndiI\'s 0fficer, :'lJ il Gompan,y, l"irst nattalion, l"ifth bnrines 
C,;;_, -;':: -:in J. J. C-, __ "Rl'Y. 

5. !;'os.k 0r.E-i!'Jli~Jttj-O::h.Pirst ;:;qu(ld, consisting of :Jquad i.eader <::l:O.d: e:ight. 
(s) onlisted. j,orsonnel witll C;oIapanies "C", ":Ji l

, ,lnd H&~) Company, ~'irst lls.t":' 
tL!lion 9 :fiftli h.lrines. 

7. 11i~11; ,~ellce. .tlpproximdtoly' 2500 Viet Cong re}lorted in the [.rea of 
opex'atio;lo Units ,rere vldrned to expect Booby-t.raps. 11here was moderate 
()!lorny cont:.cct cmd three (3) :Sooby-traps were fou:r..d. The terrain provided 
g00d cover for nmbushes. The weather was very inclement, consisting of 
heavy rain i.md low overcast. 

8. llission. To provide direct combat engineer. SUPIJOrt to Gornp;:mies '.'U n, 
:lJII 9 and II}ill;S" Company, l!'irst Ddtc,alion, .l!'ifth l:0rin8s~ 

9. <:LQAC!PJl.t of-------,::!peratio:q. 
~". l.110 four lll-m team a ttached to Company "G" 
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"B" COMPANY
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF.
FPO, San Francisco California 96602

GAK/jtd
15 Dec 1966

From: Squad Leader, First Squad, First Platoon, "B" Company
Commanding Officer, First Engineer BattalionTo:

Via: Commanding Officer, "B" Company

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

(2) liap of Vietnam, Tra Bong, Sheet 6739 IV, Series L7014Ref:

(b) Marp of Vietnam, Tien Phuec, Sheet 6639 I, Series L7014

Encl: (1) - Individual line/Booby-trap Incident Report 03 Dec 1966
(2) Individual hine/booby-trap Incident Report 06 1400H Dec 1966
(3) Individual hine/Bocby-trap Incident Report 06 1900H Dec 1966

1. Code Name. Operation "Sutter", Search and Destroy uperation.

2. Dates of Operation. 30 1700H Nov 66 to 10 1230H Dec 66

3. Location. Quan by Tin area, approximately five (5) miles south west
of Hill 54 (BT 395145).

4. Control or Command headquarters.
A. Commanding Officer, First Battalion, Fifth larines, Major P. L.

HILGARTNER.
B. Commanding Officer, H & S Company, First Buttalion, Fifth Marines

Captain F. M. KAUFTAN.
U. Commanding Officer, "C" Company, First Battalion, Fifth Marines

Captain M. B. DARLING.
D. Commending Officer, ag" Company, First Battalion, Fifth Marines

Capisin J. J. CARPY.

5. Task Urganization. First Squad, consisting of Squad Leader and eight
(8) enlisted personnel with Companies "C", "D", and H&S Company, First Bat-
talion, Fifth Marines.

6. Supporting Forces. Not Applicable.

7. Intelligence. approximately 2500 Viet Cong reported in the area of
operation. Units were warned to expect Booby-traps. There was moderate
enemy contact and three (3) Booby-traps were found. The terrain provided
good cover for ambushes. The weather was very inclement, consisting of
heavy rain and low overcast.

8. Mission. To provide direct combat engineer support to Companies "O",
"D", and "H&S" Company, First Battalion, Fifth Marines.

9. Concept of Uperation.
is. One four murr team attached to Company "C"

Apr B
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3. One four r.lan team attached .to .Company 11:)11. 

C. ,Gquad leader attached :·toll~k~" Company. 

10. ::.::xecution. 30 }{OV 1966-' 'darnin(?: order was ree ei ved by COIJpany ":0", 
First.~ngineer .datta1ion of' a search and destroy operation by UOLlpanies 
lie", fID", and "h&SlI Company, First llattalion, cOIllBencing 30hov 19:')6 and 
ending about 10 nec 1966 

A. une l:I!1t.;ineer squad was required. 
ll. 30 J:~ov 1966- i~O ..lJncineer activity. 
U. 01 ~ec 1966- One \l) .Dud 2.5 inch folding 'fin 1,'ocket was found . 

and destroyed using two and one quarter (~<.l.-) pounds ofi,;-4. o o o"::'dilJ8tes 
are unknown. 

J. 02 Dec 1966- ;rv18nty-four (24) cases of C-rations were ordered des­
troyed by ilh&SIi Company LJoIllTIlDnder, f·iftwm (15) pounds of C-4 'ilerG used. to 
burn tho G-ra tions which ~lad been delivered to the wrong lanrling zone. 
Coordin: tes Clre lli"1known. 

E. 03:;)ec 19'66- Une (l)cave ,ten (10) feet long, ten (10) ii.ct '.r.i~1c :JTd 
three (3) feet high ·vlas destroyed at B'r 339089 using fhteen \15) pounds 
of C-4.0 . 'l'he e~:ve"li:l8 locuted under a house. A booby-trap consisting of 
two (2) N-79 'rQunds and an H-14 trigger housing Group wes deseroyed using _: 
one hdf (1/2) pounds of C-4.-Joe encl (1). il twenty (20) foot long 
covered trench Wc.s destroyed at 3'1' 342088 using forty (40) pounr,s ofC":4. 

}J. 04 jec 1966- ~~o b!l(~ineer activity. uno l!.ing:.neer WaS evacuated by 
helicopter bec3.u;;e of torn ligaments sufforeci from junpi!lfs in a hole durirl€ 
a fire fight. 

G. 05 .:.loc 1966- l~O .i!Jnginoer activity. 
li. 06:Jec 1966 .• cut two t2) tro,:s using seven (7) I,ounds of C-4 for 

£J. 1elUding zone. :Located in vicinity of ;l'hanh Boa (1) 13'1' 327114. Une (1) 
Z-10 Chinose hc:mcl grenade was rlestroyod Lit m 337114 by pulling trip wire, . 
Goe cncl \.2). One (1) ]\11:"'26 hand gren&de .was disarmed at .B;1: 337114 see enel 
'(3). Comp:ny lie;' ,md "H&,:J" CornpdJ1,yrot'urned to Hill 5'4 by Helicopters. 
Atac~le(l .engineors d1so returnod to l-iill 54 unci wero clGt:J.ehGd t·o return 
to i!'irst :;:'aginccr 3,\.tt~lion urOD. 

1. 07 Doc 1966- tio bni!.inocr nctivity. 
J. 08~')oc 1966- Ho ""ng1l1G r activity. . 
K. 09 .Joe 1966- }:'our (4) Dud 60 t~i mortar rounds, ono (1) .Jucl 81 :t-'li:'l 

morkJ.' round, on~; (1) Jud. 4-.Avi? a 11(, tl,iO l2) Dud l'l-26 hand gr811Eld(,s were 
d.ostroy;:;d :,'c :~l' 31')097 using ten (10) poun.(ls of' C-4 • 

.i... 10 :Doc 1S"SS- lo jo.;jl.gineor Qctivi ty. ;1'ho opcr, .. tion securocl C\t 

1230 9 10 Jee 19 .. 6 at Lill 5~·. 

11. Rc§.Jdl tso 
f:.~ One (1) J"l1ci:lecr C;\Suillty. 
33. No .,.:;nginccr GQuiyl:iGnt lost 9r destroyer'l. 
c. ninety (9U) pounds of C-4 utilizccl on{)p~)J.'3tion. 

12. .f!.s1£inistr~: t~~~ . 
lie Resup})ly var5.cd du.c to inclomcntive,;;thor. 
B. There W!.lS ac1equa'tc tri~;nsportation. 
C. COT:JIDunicD.;ions- tngineors were not permi ttod to ro'lay daily 

sit1;lntiOl1 rGports to First ":'ngino'Jr .DQ tt;:'tl ion. 

15 ~ 8P.eQ.i?:L~uiEE!.§'nL,§md. T.9_cJ}n2:,:I1!:2.§... 
1.. Scout clogs use:rli:;o intcrrogd";O prisoners. .8ffcctiV(;D>?ils-oxccllont. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3. One four man team attached to Company "I"
C. Squad leader attached to "Has" Company.

10. Execution. 30 Nov 1966- Warning order was received by Company "3",
First Engineer Battalion of a search and destroy operation by Companies
"C", "D", and "H&S" Company, First Battalion, commencing 30 Nov 1956 and
ending about 10 Dec 1966

A. une Engineer squad was required.
B. 30 Nov 1966- NO Engineer activity.
C. 01 Dec 1966- One (1) Dud 2.5 inch folding fin rocket was found

and destroyed using two and one quarter (24) pounds of C-4. Coordinates
are unknown.

D. 02 Dec 1966- Twenty-four (24) cases of C-rations were ordered des-
troyed by "H&S" Company Commander, fifteen (15) pounds of C-4 were used to
burn the C-rations which had been delivered to the wrong landing zone.
Coordinat are unknown.

E. 03 Dec 1966- One (1) cave ten (10) feet long, ten (10) fict wide and
three (3) feet high was destroyed at BT 339089 using fifteen (15) pounds
of C-4. The cave was located under a house. A booby-trap consisting of
two (2) M-79 rounds and an M-14 trigger housing group was destroyed using
one half (1/2) pounds of C-4. Bee encl (1). A twenty (20) foot long
covered trench was destroyed at BT 342088 using forty (40) pounds of C-4.

F. 04 Dec 1966- No Engineer activity. une Engineer was evacuated by
Helicopter because of torn ligaments suffered from jumping in a hole during
a fire fight.

G. 05 Dec 1966- No Engineer activity.
11. 06 Dec 1966- Cut two (2) trees using seven (7) pounds of C-4 for

a landing zone. Located in vicinity of Thanh Hoa (1) BT 327114. One (1)
Z-10 Chinese hand grenade was destroyed at BT 337114 by pulling trip wire,
see encl (2). One (1) M-26 hand grenade was disarmed at BT 337114 see encl
(3). Company "1" and "H&S" Company returned to Hill 54 by Helicopters.
Ateached Engineers also returned to Hill 54 and were detached to return
to First Engineer Battalion area.

I. 07 Dec 1966- No Engineer activity.
J. 08 Dec 1966- No Engine I activity.
K. 09 Dec 1966- Four (4) Dud 60 HM mortar rounds, one (1) Dud 81 MM

mortar round, one (1) Dud LAAW, and two (2) Dud M-26 hand grenades were
destroyed at ST 315097 using ten (10) pounds of C-4.

L. 10 Dec 1966- 1:0 Engineer activity. The operation secured at
1230, 10 Dec 19 at Mill 54.

11. Results.
A. One (1) Engineer casualty.
3. No Engineer equipment lost or destroyed.
O. Ninety (90) pounds of C-4 utilized on operation.

12. Administrative latters.
A. Resupply varied due to inclement weather
B. There was adequate transportation.
C. Communica ions- Engineers were not permitted to relay daily

situation reports to First Engineer Battalion.

13. Special equipment and Techniques.
A. Scout dogs used to interrogate prisoners. Effoctiveneas-excellent.

DECLASSIFIED
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14. Commanders Analysis. lot Applicable.

15. Recommendations. None.

Rw Jackenbal

forUSMC
Ge A. KAUCHER
Cpl
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REPORTING 
UNIT CODE 

MONTH, DATE. a TIME 
OF INCIDENT 

REMARKS 

Exaot Method of detonation unknown. 

TACTICAL SITUATION AT TIME OF REPORT 

(Operation Sutter) Search and Destroy ~lission. 

IDENTIFICATION OF' COMPONENTS OF DEVICE 
The Booby-tra.p was:; made up ef two (2:)M 79 rounds; M 14 Trigger housing group in 
ide a~ tin oan;i,A\lso another can nth a: lid was' behind it. 

LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO GROUND 

The Booby-trap was kd&ted on Q;l small mound of dirtilin, the curve of the trail. 
The device was s'e"t wggo~ff about knee-high. ' 

SKETCH INDICATING, LOCATIO OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO' PERSONNEL, TERRAIN, 
MANM.ADE FEATURES. IF A ROAD INCIDENT, INDICATE WIDTH, SURFACE MATERIAL, 
AND CONDITION OF ROAD. 

>.cSPf(TEO 1'10VIVD 
800 BY illAP Of l>1I~T 

W~ 

TRPl\L ~ The trail was muddy with thick 
vegetation on both sides. 

SKETCH OF METHOD OF EMPLACEMENT SKETCH OF WARNI NG INDICATORS IN AREA 

NoONE 

Submitted by LOp! MONEY, WILLIAM G. "!)/ 
Name, Grade / Rank, Org, Title 

j;.rlc~ ~I ' 
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INDIVIDUAL MINE /-BOOBY TRAP INCIDENT REPORT

MONTH, DATE, & TIMEREPORTING
OF INCIDENT 04 Dec 19661030BUNIT CODE 11404

REMARKS

Exact Method of detonation unknown.

TACTICAL SITUATION AT TIME OF REPORT

(Operation Sutter) Search and Destroy Mission.

IDENTIFICATION OF COMPONENTS OF DEVICE

The Booby-trap was made up of two (2) M 79 rounds; M 14 Trigger housing group in
side a tin can; Also another can with & lid was behind it.

LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO GROUND

The Booby-trap was lodated on a small mound of dirtiin the curve of the trail.
The device was set toggo off about knee-high.

SKETCH INDICATING LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO PERSONNEL, TERRAIN,
MANMADE FEATURES. IF A ROAD INCIDENT, INDICATE WIDTH, SURFACE MATERIAL,
AND CONDITION OF ROAD.

SUSPECTED MOUND
BOOBY TRAP OF DIRT

The trail was muddy with thick
TRAIL vegetation on both sides.

SKETCH OF WARNING INDICATORS IN AREASKETCH OF METHOD OF EMPLACEMENT

NONE
6"
"
"DIA.TIN (AN MOUN D

LID CLOSED OF DIRTCONTENTS 4 HIGH
UNKNOWN

DSUM79 WIRE
ROUND

@
b" DIA. 8"HIGH TRIGGER
TINCAN HOUSINGOPENENG Group

MLCpl MONEY, WILLIAM G.Submitted by

Name, Grade / Rank, Org, Title

TRAILTRAIL "B"CO, 1st Engineer Battelion
ENCL -1
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DECLASSIFIED 

• II\!O~DU:~ ~I:EJ-BOO!MAP"INCIDENT REPORT 
r--:;---'- ... -----------------,--------------------, 

REPORTING MONTH, DATE, a TIME 
UNIT CODE 11404 OF INCIDENT a6 Deo 66 1400H 
REMARKS 

The trip wire 'ASS desoQyered lay the infantry because the green string (trip wire), 
stooi out against the brown soil in the ·trail and because ,r the stick coming out 
of the Punj1-pit. 

( . 

TACTICAL SITUATlqN AT TIME OF REPORT 

Searoheand Destroy Mission, Itiperation Suttertt~ 

IDENTIFICATION OF:' COMPONENTS OF DEVICE 

eZ-J.0 Chinese Hand. Grenade ana ;trip wire. 

'" 

.. ~:"? ,~.: 

SKETCH INDICATING LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO PE'RSONNEL, TER1:fAIN',' 
MANMADE FEATURES. IF· A ROAD INC!~~l' ,LN.DICATE WIDTH, SURFACE MATERIAL, ,. 

AND CONDITION OF ·ROAD. ; ~. Stiok- Eighteen (18) inches above 

. ()' 1. I " the ground~ 
G F ( .l -Jf J1;:F( . ,~, ,,10; <~h--'- -~.... C~--·~, a,.. d 'D.._.c' • t rass up. to our 41. .-IO~E:-~;;:Ii.;';/ I'!:, .. 1.", --" .. -•. ~~.( / : <:UILU<.U.~e. ~1-P1 • 

ft. high this"side of the trad.l~ i .. ,,""- ~ Iv Four (4) ft. by Four 
I #' I . ~ i (4) ft. by Four (4) ft. 

e ; ! f-'I ~-~~ 'X"Y. i 
? I ... /'-"; '\ \ 
i T (~~;. f~ p~, .L .. _~.\OO<~{._,_...-.,~~ 

SKETCH OF METHOD OF EMPLACEMENT SKETCH OF WARNI NG INDICATORS IN AREA 

None Discovered. 

Submitted by Pfc REYNOLDS, E. 

Name, Grade I Rank, Org, Title 
11]1100 1ilt ErurinAA'r En . 

. ' ~N("L ;;t 
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DECLASSIFIED

INDIVIDUAL MINE BOOBY TRAP INCIDENT REPORT

MONTH, DATE, & TIMEREPORTING
OF INCIDENT 06 Dec 66 1400HUNIT CODE 11404

REMARKS

The trip wire was descovered by the infantry because the green string (trip wire),
stood out against the brown soil in the trail and because of the stick coming out
of the Punji-pit.

TACTICAL SITUATION AT TIME OF REPORT

Searcheand Destroy Mission, "Operation Sutter".

IDENTIFICATION OF COMPONENTS OF DEVICE

Z-10 Chinese Hand Grenade and trip wire.

LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO GROUND The Grenade was lying in the grass.
Rock

KZ-10 TRIPGrass DIE

SKETCH INDICATING LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO PERSONNEL, TERRAIN,
MANMADE FEATURES. IF A ROAD INCIDENT INDICATE WIDTH, SURFACE MATERIAL,TRAILAND CONDITION OF ROAD. Stick- Eighteen (18) inches above

the ground.

Grass up to Four (4) Camouflaged Punji-pit.
Four (4) ft. by Fourft. high this side of the trail
(4) ft. by Four (4) ft.

4

TROOPS
SKETCH OF WARNING INDICATORS IN AREASKETCH OF METHOD OF EMPLACEMENT

None Discovered.

4

NYSubmitted by Pfc REYNOLDS, E.

Name, Grade / Rank, Org, Title

"B"Co 1st Engineer Bn.
ENCL 2
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DECLASSIFIED 

REPORTING ' . MONTH, DATE 1 a TIME 
UNJT CODE lU04· OF INCIDENT 06 Dec lq66 lQOOH 

REMARKS 

The trip wire wa.s discovered. by the infa.ntry because the @reen string (trip wire), 
stood out agaiinst the brown soil of the trail a-nd .beoause it was near &1 ga.te 
which are normally searched close~ for Bobb,y-traps. 

TACTICAL SITUATION AT TIME OF REPORT 

Seax:eh and Destroy Mission, "Operation Sutter". 

IDENTIFICATION OF. COMPONENTS OF DEVICE .-M 26 Fragmentation Grenade and trip wire. 

LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION T9 GROUND 

About Seven G7})':iinches above the ground. 

SKETCH INDICATING LOCATION OF DEVICE' IN RELATION TO PERSONNEL ~ TERRAIN"" 
MANMADE FEATURES. IF A ROAD INCIDENT I INDICATE WIDTH, SURFACE MATERIAL, 
AND CONDITION 01=:, ROAD. OIDl;-IIICATf'! " 

. "" ~ . :. CJrXjzy,saZ-t f 
".,,jl&t_,,~~~-:'7 ~ M 26 Ganade- Hidden in the un-

, : /1 (I + 1)!.-' dergrow~h about One (1) foot from 
End of trip wire '1 t~ QO'S the elllgelor the trail. e anchored in brush. 

,. L!~~"'" J 
SKETCH OF METHOD OF EMPLACEMF:NT SKETCH OF WARNING INDICATORS IN AREA 

None Disoovered. 

Submitted by Pte REYNOLDS, E. 

Name, Gradel Rank, Org, Title 
"B"Co 1st Engineer Bn. 

-_.- -_._------------
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INDIVIDUAL MINE / BOOBISTRAP INCIDENT REPORT

MONTH, DATE, & TIMEREPORTING
OF INCIDENT 06 Dec 1966 1900HUNIT CODE 11404

REMARKS

The trip wire was discovered by the infantry because the green string (trip wire),
stood out against the brown soil of the trail and because it was near a gate
which are normally searched closely for Bobby-traps.

TACTICAL SITUATION AT TIME OF REPORT

Search and Destroy Mission, "Operation Sutter".

IDENTIFICATION OF COMPONENTS OF DEVICE

M 26 Fragmentation Grenade and trip wire.

LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO GROUND

About Seven (7) inches above the ground.

SKETCH INDICATING LOCATION OF DEVICE IN RELATION TO PERSONNEL, TERRAIN,
MANMADE FEATURES. IF A ROAD INCIDENT, INDICATE WIDTH, SURFACE MATERIAL,
AND CONDITION OF ROAD. OPEN GATE

XXVVIXI

TRIP WILL M 26 Geznade- Hidden in the un-

dergrowth about One (1) foot from
the edgelof the trail.End of trip wire TROOFS

anchored in brush.

SAIL
40

SKETCH OF METHOD OF EMPLACEMENT SKETCH OF WARNING INDICATORS IN AREA

None Discovered.BRUSH BRUSH

TRIP WIRE

GRENADE

vPfc REYNOLDS, E.Submitted by
TRAIL Name, Grade / Rank, Org, Title

"B"Co 1st Engineer Bn.
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