
 DECLASSIFIED 

rmClASSIRm 

-';)0;. f lJ·· 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

Declaratiled by the Director of Varios Corps

History and Museums in accordance with the

provisions of ono ILM0p-9430323 joy, Ser:

3/10/17

10770 P9421 of le October 1971.

Tiffing
Signature/date

UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED



/ 
" 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
BEADQUARTERS 

1 at Engine:.er Battallion 
1s:1t Marihe) Divisiion (lledin), FMF 

pro:" san FranciseQ, California 96502? 

From I Comandting Q£:£iesr.' 
To: Commanding General!., First Marine: Division 

ja:RP':mhs 
5750 
-:05-67 
9 Feb 1967:' 

I· 

Stlbj: Camma.ndl CEonalO§' tor PeriEldl 1 Jarmarl 1.961 'to ,11 January 1L967 

W t (a)) MOO: 5150.2 
(1r.») Fm'PaoO 5750.8 

. (c)J Div(J) 515P.2b 

EnolL~ ;(1) 1st Engine:tm· BattaJ!icm Command, Chronollgy 

f.. :ra accardan~ with the prowisions: of neferenoe:s (a);, (m,), andl. (c), 
enc:ll.owre (1 b is: submitted. . ~ 

-I- S & c mES 
1!£;7tA.~'ii: m:~QUA.R1'ERS 
c .. 0.' NEWTON "r,,:.. 1ST MARINE D!VISION, JFMf 

J. $·_1 0779 
Copy e l of ... 5 copies 

~~:: -Ii 
.~.---
,0!/G-f 

UNCLASSIFIED 

[W~~~if1~£ufFH[fID 

~ ~., 

~.1ftYIJ!l~~ --
- - . ~ 

.oCfW,i\7GRADED AT 3 YEAR ,mTEBVALS' 
}JECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. ' 

~-"' iQgD iQXlli\ 5200.10 ---.. "-~ -. ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

DECLASSIFIED

TFXRAY 33767

HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF

FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
3:RP:mhs
5750

UNCLASSIFIED
Ser:05-67
9 Feb 1967

co

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, First Marine Division

Subj: Command Chronology for Period 1 January 1967 to 31 January 1967

(a) MCO 5750.2Ref:
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8
(c) DivO 5750.2b

Enclt: (1) 1st Engineer Battalion Command Chronolgy

to. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (c),
enclosure (1) is submitted.

S & C FILES
Columton HEADQUARTERS

INTENSA

Co O. NEWTON IST MARINE DIVISION, FMF

UNIVERSITY

FRY

III 1779
12

05/01/2020

M. Copy of 5 copies

BW

1ST ENGR BN
05067CMCC N8

SITELLE
BURN COPY / OF 6 COPIES

HOLD

G-V/G-4

LNC
UNCLASSIFIED

PER SU

UNCLASSIFIED
VUN

CM

JANDOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

1967

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED



", 

DECLASSIFIED 

•• '!.. ;7 •• • 
HEADQUARTERS 

1st Engineer Battalion 
1st; Marine Division (Rein), FI1F 

FPO::, san Francisoo, Ca.l'ifornia 96602 

CONMANJ) CHRONOLOOY 
1 January 1967 to; ;11 January 1967 

PART I 

PART II 

PART III 

PART IV 

INDEX 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

NARRATIVE SUMMA. RY 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SmNIFICANT EVENTS 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
1 January 1967 to 31 January 1967

INDEX

PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

NARRATIVE SUMMA RYPART II

PART III SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

PART IV SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

12 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED



.. 
'. -. 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART'I 
ORG1I.NIZATION.Ara, D'ATA 

• 

1 st l!\1gihe:Em' Bs::Iitallfon 

ms CCDmpe.Dy (-» 
Spt C~«-) 

CaM A (Beim)! 

1I1'ttunP8lV B (-l 

O~O 

2:' IiOC:AlrION 

SUl3ORDlNA'DE UNITS 

Oapt L OSBORNE (1-;n1an). 

Maj P' • .F .. SHAD: (1-)1 Jan) 

Capt Il. E r.rCHKAWllTCB €1~1 Jan) 

Capt R. VI., F.ALmm.ACH €.1~1 Jan)} 

Capt H .. L. I1tJTTlillID11V (1-31 J~) 

Battwon milma A 00mpan.y (Bedn) 1-31:1: Jans Olm. Iia1, INN 

A OQJDPa.D3 (&in) 1-~1 JaIlS ~ang, lMJ· 

:.1 STAFF OFFIOERS 

S-1/Adjutant 

6;..2 

Maj J.; C •. FLOYD (1-24 Jan) 
..., E~ J .. TatnfSEm (2~;1i Jan) 

S'gt Maj F. C.TOM/I.N·(1~;1 Jan) 

2nd Lt J. MOUTON (1-:51 Jan) 

1st LT D.- N. TOTH (1-3!1 Jan) 

Maj R. P.m'ROFF (t-}1 Jan) 

Capt J;. J. KIRKPATRIOK: (1-31 Jan) 

Ca.pt R. OSBORNE (1-};1 Jan) 

SUppity 0ilIl.1cer Ca.pt T. F. BYRNES (1-3',1 Jan) 

UNClASSIfiED 
1i)OWNGRADED AT 3 YEAl11NTERVALS; 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS, 
DOD:mE 520Q,lQ 

DECLASSIFIED 
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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

UNCLASSICSED

COMMANDER1. DESIGNATION

Maj C. O. NEWTON (1-31 Jan))1st Engineer Battalion

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Capt R. OSBORNE (1-31 Jan)H&S Company

Maj P. J. SHANK (1-31 Jan)Spt Company(-)

Capt H. E ITCHKAWITCH (1-31 Jan)Company A (Rein)

Capt R. W. FALKENBACH (1:31 Jan)Company B(-)

Capt H. L. LUTTRELL (1-31 Jan)Company C

2. LOCATION

Battalion minus A Company (Rein) 1-31 Jan: Chu Lai, RVN

1-31 Jan: DaNang, RVNA Company (Rein)

3 STAFF OFFICERS

Maj J. C. FLOYD (1-24 Jan)Executive Officer
Maj E. J. TOWNSEND (25-31 Jan)

Sgt Maj F. C.TOMAN (1-31 Jan)Sergeant Major

2nd Lt J. MOUTON (1-31 Jan)S-1/Adjutant

1st LT D. N. TOTH (1-31 Jan)S-2

Maj R. PETROFF (1-31 Jan)S-3

Capt J. J. KIRKPATRICK (1-31 Jan)S-4

Capt R. OSBORNE (1-31 Jan)S-5

Capt T. F. BYRNES (1-31 Jan)Supply Officer

UNCLASSIFIED
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
Cmmoo1nieations Qffic~ 1st. L:t &. J. BAlM.TEEA (1-,11 Jan) 

Lt J. A. BACKEa (1-)t: Jan); Me.dicaJl orf1~r 

~ 
OF9.' ENL - -
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PART II 
N~IVE: SUMMARY 

1~ 

!ftle First Engineer 13ad;tailion minus "'A" OomP8ll\Y (~in}, the: secondi 
platoon of "B'" O<DmP~, and one officer and 1$ men flr.Olll 110"1 OomP8ll3', was 
in general. support of T'e;~ Fcm .• ~ at b:. Lsi., one officer a.nQJ. 19 
men flWllll ftC!" Com~ weme undier' the operat:iiona.JL eontroll. of the Chu Lsi 
DS'enae; COlIIIIlalldl •• The: Battalion (-) continued :lits part:iic:iip:e.tiOlt in a· major 
operation, SIERRA, which began on 11 De:cembEm' 11.966; began two; additionaJ. 
major operations" ImSOl:OJ 9D 26 JaIIll& ll.967, and CLAY on }1 Janual'y, part­
icipated in 11 sma.]]. unit operations; 81idJ ~£lVidedi. engineer.' support; tel)} 16 
convcws duriing this peniod!. The Batttallion (-). swept; a total. of 604.5 
killometera; of roads 1n t~ ~sk: Fo.r.ce X-B:av T:A.OR. nAn CompSl'J,1 (Rein») 
par1j;:ilcipated in one majpr unnamed operaltion and 1'6 small:£. unit operations •. 
The; O~ swept'~; a tat:a.Jl of 4,03' .. 5 kilJometer.s o£ r~ in the DaNang T:ADR!. 
DUrlng the month .. the BattaJJion as'su.me:d!. contl!Ol 0f.: the; former Thud Division 
Land Mfne:: Wsrf.'sre e.ndl D'emaili1tians Schoali at DaNang. The iust; classe-s wer.e, 
taught lIN Ba.ttalion pp..rsonneJ" em. 26 Jan lL~7. Als.c" dUring the month, "A" 
CQm~ asStllllelf. Qpe:Cation o£.' tlie _ten- points at 1/1. and] 2/1. Both the 
Batt ali:f.mn (-} and2 itA" Comp~' (R&in) ccn1t1nue:dl :improv.ement: of per.1mte:r 
dlefense:s whieh incllid:d. mahabiil1it:athlg bunkers;·andL pr.otective wira. 'h:o:aps 
qusrtEm:S1 ~ alisO) rehabilitated. 

PART III 

'FOPICS 
) 

1. PERSONNEL and A DMliNI&rRNrIQN 

a. Ge.1p.s and AAJmrre-- '!'Wo] Marine, offIcers and 52 Man1ne enllisterll W6me 
jameCl tilm::ting the mont~ ZEmoJ officers: andl 19) Marine enli.istedi. welte dlrapped 
and/em: ratiatedl. to> COWs. 

b. Osgn@Jitie:s. The; Battal11cm susta.:iine.di a tats!. at me~ KIA. and 0 WIA.'s 
fOJr the period!. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSU'lED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD DIB 5200:10 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

1st Lit A. J. BARATELA (1-311 Jan)Communications Officer

Lt J. A. BACKER (1-31 Jan)Medical Officer

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH4.

NAVYUSMC
ENLOFF ENLOFF

64726 131

PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

The First Engineer Battalion minus "A" Company (Rein), the second

platoon of "B" Company, and one officer and 19 men from "C" Company, was
in general support of Task Force X-Ray at Chu Lai. One officer and 19
men from "C" Company were under the operational control of the Chu Lai
Defense: Command. The Battalion (-)) continued its participation in a major
operation, SIERRA, which began on 11 December 1966; began two additional
major operations, DESOTO on 26 January 1967, and CLAY on 31 January; part-
icipated in 11 small unit operations; and provided engineer support to 16
convoys during this period. The Battalion (-) swept a total of 604.5
kilometers of roads in the Task Force X-Ray TAOR. "A" Company (Rein)
participated in one major unnamed operation and 16 small unit operations.
The Company swept a total of 403.5 kilometers of road's in the DaNang TAOR.
During the month, the Battalion assumed control of the former Third Division
Land Mine Warfare and Demolitions School at DaNang. The first classes were
taught by Battalion personnel on 26 Jan 1967. Also, during the month, "A"
Company assumed operation of the water points at 1/1 and 2/1. Both the
Battalion (-) and "A" Company (Rein) continued improvement of perimeter
defenses which included rehabilitating bunkers and protective wire. Troops
quarters were: also rehabilitated.

PART III

TOPICS

1. PERSONNEL and A DMINISTRATION

Gains and Losses. Two Marine officers and 52 Marine enlisted werea.
joined during the month. Zero officers and 19 Marine enlisted were dropped
and/or rotated to CONUS.

b. Casualties, The Battalion sustained a total of one KIA and 13 WIA's
for the period.

UNCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10
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2'.. Inteli:p;igenoe 

a.; RQgdl epd Brldig Rea:pnntrlganoe. A dleliberalte reco.nmd.ssance was 
matte of National HighwB\Yl1 from] BS5:60006 tOJ BS111461. Ene~ resistance 
prec~uded. accompllishment of that portion. of the highwa.v froDU BS771461. to 
BSOO83J78. 

b. Wet,thEm:'.. The 2~ 1nche:s C!J£ pttecipitatiion rscedtleif in the Task Force 
~ TAOR dUring tha month cIe!tericmfated roadie; and ~sse-'S, deIa.vedl- re:­
habjillitatiion and new cmlstructiom efforts, and increased equi:pment main-
tlma.nce; requinement ar.- . 

c. EneDlV' Ordnance .... Ii.. total ef 5:-83 ~ ~o:siv8? d.'evice:s were: looatedl. 
an! d'e".stroyeli1. during thiS", reporting pem:iod. 52 of the dENioe.s vere located. 
d'Jming Operation acrERRA which begtm OIl} 11 D'e.ce1lJber 1966:. See: Tab 1 of Appentix: 
A.. Six dmrice:s: w.e1t.e Eoo:arte:d.1 andi de&troydl on routine sweeps; conduoted in the: 
TAOlt during the mrmth. 

ell. 1Jfunnell· Destruction... 11,720 fCeet of tunneJls; of 'VIarious sizes were 
d:estrC!l¥~ with demolJitibns. 1, Tl'00. l'eet: C!Jf the tunnels WEme destroyed on 
cuperation SIERRA. SiBs? Tab 1 G£ Alpperuiix A. 

a. Gerumpll lHJlitm Subjeqts Prof.'icieng Tas.1;im .. _ 404- enlisted men 
{~4if" the average strength} veIle adjDtnistered:. the MOl GeneralJ. M1ll1tary 
SUbjects Profi£c:iEmCy,r Test. 

b... Generator' School.. Six tneni. attende.di schoal on the; &peration and! 
ma1ntenanoeo. or generators eondUot8l'3J bST a team from FMFPAC; at the: FnSG-B c.w 
on 27 J81ll18mY 19"&7. Instructions; included!. ncmenc1ature, tlroUbl!e shooting, 
echellmls of maintenance:, use o£ S[i.,t s" and' par.allIeMing. 

Ref I OG 'lIFX mag 2'4Q22.,zJ sn67 • 

Il. 301 mem were :finstructedi. an the: LVTE-l h.ojectad !Wla Chsge. 

Ii. ~) men attendm;J. the: lJd.vision Land Mine Wlmfare and!. Demoliitions 
SChoCDJl and1. DCe-ive4 instmc'tionB in m:1ne; sweep procedures and tElChni~s:. 

~ OpemJtion, 

a.. Opere;ticm SIERBA~ "0" O~ minus; tge first and seccmd pitstoons 
and reinf'orce:di. by cte:tachments trom'! I:J&S" Support, and ":8" Companie:s began 
cfir-.t SIlppom; of the) 7th1 Marinas (Rrtin) minuS! the 1st and!. 3rliE. ~attldions 
on 11 December.' 1966. EDgineel:r. e:ffon.t;s weDl primar;ii4r concerned with r_ 
and! bridge maintenance; andi Dha.b±l1tat1m, c~ e:scort, and olose oClllllbat: 
support.. .Ai. water pomt va also establJishedl. at the LSA 1ooated: at the QJlang 
!faa! airfielldl em 12 December 1966, the: secondJ d!q of the: ope:ration}and is. 
Btil!ll in prodhct":ion.. ~e;; a.peratf-on tm.uninated on 2:1 JaJlll:arY 1967. 

NGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAlS; 
----____ jDECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD DIR 5200.10 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

2. Intelligence

a. Road and Bridge Reconneissance. A deliberate reconnaissance was
made of National Highway 1 from BS560006 to BS771461. Enemy resistance
precluded accomplishment of that portion of the highway from BS771461 to

BS808378.

b. Weather. The 23 inches of precipitation received in the Task Force
X-Ray TAOR during the month deteriorizated roads and bypasses, delayed re-
habilitation and new construction efforts, and increased equipment main-
tenance requirements.

C. Enemy Ordnance. A total of 58 enemy explosive devices were located
and destroyed during this reporting period. 52 of the devices were located
during Operation STERRA which began om 11 December 1966. See Tab 1 of Appendix
A. Six devices were located and destroyed on routine sweeps conducted in the
TAOR during the month.

d. Tunnell Destruction. 1,720 feet of tunnels of various sizes were
destroyed with demolitions. 1,700 feet of the tunnels were destroyed on
operation STERRA. See Tab 1 of Appendix A.

3. Training

General Military Subjects Proficiency Testing. 404 enlisted mena.
(64% dif the average strength) were administered the MCI General Military
Subjects Proficiency Test.

b. Generator School. Six men attended school on the operation and
maintenance of generators conducted by a team from FMFPAC at the FLSG-B CP
on 27 January 1967. Instructions included nomenclature, trouble shooting,
echelons of maintenance, use of SIA's, and paralleling.

Ref: CG TFX msg 240223ZJan67.

C. 30 mem were instructed on the LVTE-I Projected Line Charge.

d. 30 men attended the Division Land Mine Warfare and Demolitions
School and received instructions in mine sweep procedures and techniques.

4. Operations

Operation SIERRA. "O" Company minus the first and second platoonsa.
and reinforced by detachments from H&S, Support, and "B" Companies began
direct support of the 7th Marines (Rein) minus the 1st and 3rd Battalions
on 11 December 1966. Engineer efforts were primarily concerned with road
and bridge maintenance and rehabilitation, convoy escort, and close combat
support. A water point was also established at the LSA located at the Quang
Ngai airfield on 12 December 1966, the second day of the operation and is
still in production. The operation terminated on 21 January 1967.

UNCLASSIFIED OWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED
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b.. Operation DESOl'cEl. The Banand p)jatoon of "C" C~ adntorced by' 

detachments fram, H&6; Ii;Ild SUpport companies; began direct suppolrl; C!1£ ,,,7 (Rein) 
em 26 .TsnuSZ')? 19'67.. The' operation is; being conduot~ in. an aJtea surrounding 
DUc Fha in ~alIg Ngai Province:.. TOJ dlate: engineer efforts: have been pri.m.a:rl.ly 
concerned writh CrOBe oombat support, operation of a water p:Oint and shower 
~ (1nclUltitlg beth unit) and!. the~ operation o£~ a D-4;. tractOE' (bulldozer), 
pr.ocurEd. fl!om MAG-13o..ifiiique; to.thEJJ ope;rmt'ion is that all!. equipment (1ncl-
ucUng the b8lthl unit and tractOl!.') . ., llEmsonnelt: andl. suppilliea had to; be air lifted 
into) th~ area, dine: to the~ imps.ssibIeJ condO.t~n at the highwaJ lJe.Jing into) it., 
'!!he CH~3'A he]icopter~' waif, utilized to) lift the trax:tor. and the' bath unit. 

W, (a.)) ~ OpPl8lll.1-67 (s) 
(b I Tn*Raw Admin Plan. 1-61 (s ) 

Ie '/7 0}:l0 1-67 (C) 
d3 7tm Marine's FragQJ 1-6:7 (C); 
e ,/'r~; 1-67 (s) . 
f: 00 ~ meg 271715ZJan67 (s) 

o. Operation crLAY .. T~ thiJ:d platoon of 'IB" Compan.Y began Clinect 
support of' 1/5 on 31' Januar.yr]967. ThQ! operation was: a searoh and destro,r 
missi<m in the; 'rioinitl of BT,S09;" Engineer efforts were; &11L c'firectEl<l toward 
close combat support. The operation temniinated in early February. The after 
action r.eport· w±1]- be appended to the; 00mmand Chmmology for that month. 

Ref. 1/5 hugO 8-67 (C) 

5. "!ter SUpplY •. During this report1ng period, the battalion(-)) opeate-.dJ 
eight water p!Ili.ntSl andl nine sliower:' p0.lilntEr. 79'~,OOOI gallkms of pctabla water 
and &i.5.4100J 9Jl1l.ions of shawelr water were produced and isaued.. itA" ComPa:rl3 
assumex! dpelt'ation ot' the! water points; a.t 1/1 and 2/1 dUring this month. 
~uotion a.nd issue figures; for thS!SEJ) water pints, will be ap,Pend'ed to) the 
F~bruarl Comman& ChronCilillGgy.. . 

6.. l!gadJ and BMde9) 0onstruct:ioDiRehabiJlitat:i.gp. 

a.. Road. In spite of the heavy rainfamlL of approximately 23 inches 
during. the') month, the Ba.ttal:iion«(-) reha.biilJit.attedl 1!if,},OO) meters of Itoadl.s in 
the TaSk: Force X-Rq TAOR. Reha:bUit:atlion mclludedl :iinstallllation of' 94 linear 
feet of' 76" oommgaJtied1. sheet steell ouiv&rt and 1,200) sand bags in culvert: 
hee.diw.a.1Jlls,,> and piLa.cmn.ent of 2'r300i cuMc ya:rulS' o£.' sandI and earth fin. 

b.. Brid8e'.__ Br1gge:s llocraltea:. at BS126564., BS72:8'j56, BS7l~546, BS12.855511 
~653~" sndl BS7OV6i16i WEmel r.ehabillitated during Opersltion SIERRA. See Tab 1: 
of' Append1fJc A. 

bOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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Ref: (a) 7th Marine Frag Order 33-66
(b) CO "C" ltr HLLieejo over 3480

Sent 03-67 of 28Jan67 (c) (AA Rptt) (Tab 1 to Appendix A)

b. Operation DESCTO. The second platoon of "C" Company reinforced by
detachments from H&S and: Support companies began direct support of 3/7 (Rein)
on 26 January 1967. The operation is being conducted in an area surrounding
Duc Pho in Quang Ngai Province. To date engineer efforts have been primarily
concerned with close combat support, operation of a water point and shower
point (including bath unit) and the operation of a D-4 tractor (bulldozer),
procured from MAG-13. Unique to the operation is that all equipment (incl-
uding the bath unit and tractor), personnel, and supplies had to be air lifted
into the area, due to the impassible condition of the highway leading into it.
The CH-53A helicopter was utilized to lift the tractor and the bath unit.

(a) TFX-Ray OpPlan 1-67 (s)Ref:
(b) TFX*Ray Admin Plan 1-67 (s)
(c) 3/7 OpO 1-67 (c)
(d) 7th Marines FragO 1-67 (c)
(e) 3/7 AdminO 1-67 (s)
(f) CG TFX-Ray mag 271715ZJan67 (s)

C. Operation CLAY. The third platoon of "B" Company began direct
support of 1/5 on 31 January 1967. The operation was a search and destroy
mission in the vicinity of BT3809. Engineer efforts were all directed toward
close combat support. The operation terminated in early February. The after
action report will be appended to the Command Chronology for that month.

Ref: 1/5 FragO 8-67 (c)

5. Water Supply. During this reporting period, the battalion (-)) operated
eight water points and nine shower points. 791,000 gallions of potable water
and 845,400 gallions of shower water were produced and issued. "A" Company
assumed operation of the water points at 1/1 and 2/1 during this month.
Production and issue figures for these water points will be appended to the

February Command Chronology.

6. Road and Bridge Construction/Rehabilitation

a. Road. In spite of the heavy rainfall of approximately 23 inches
during the month, the Battalion(-) rehabilitated 14,300 meters of roads in
the Task Force X-Ray TAOR. Rehabilitation included installation of 94 linear
feet of 36" corrugated sheet teell culvert and 1,200 sand bags in culvert
headwalls, and placement of 2,300 cubic yards of sand and earth fill.

b. Bridge. Brigges located at BS726564, BS728556, BS733546, BS728555,
BS736533,, and BS707616 were rehabilitated during Operation SIERRA. See Tab 1
of Appendix A.

UNCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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7.. Other-' Conpc;t1on 

a.. The3 BattalfolII(-.}) cOlIlFleted CC!Jl1struct-ion o£ the f'o11awing: 

( 1)i Qhe, 24 'x24i' Class -Vi at orag81 bunkeIt' fOIl' 3/11 .. 

(2) Reba.bi]jil;atedl the Task: Fonc~ ~ USQ bu111ding .. 

(,) Wired! SE'BsttSllll.on CP. 

(¢») Construoted1 alternate firing pitSl and!. cle£ed. tielOls o£.' tire 
tcm.' "A'" Btll;Y, g41thlattY Bn, USA .. 

b.. "A" Oomp~ (Rein») e.ocompJli1shedi the? £oll.lowillg: 

(1 r DlNotex1J. 1 ,4!4ell man hoors; t:ow:ardl construction projects at the 
Div,isiion CE'.. 

(2) OonstruClted1 anl 8 'x8' bunkelr tor storage ot.' class V tor the 
oomp~. 

(3l) CompiVetd. constructioDl. of' two 8 'xS' securitY7 bunkers tor local 
se-curity. 

(4+) Constructed an additiion to; the Er.! Club and! the Battal:iion 
Chapel. at 1/1. 

(5l1J Cona;tructe& four: sdx haille: headJs; replaced. 100: trip f~are:s; and 
assdshd in oonetnuction of a. Cliouble:l apr-on protective~ fenee fOJ!; 2/1. 

8. Division:Land mme W;mtare anal DewJl'fit1.onsl Scbg91s._ Mannes trained!. 
diuring thel monthl of January are as faill!aws: 

43· 
:5 
0: 

• .t'O]!' the pe-eiodi. 26-}1i 
JanuatT lL967 

&. Medl1W Tneatmept. }W people;"! frOlDl the villlage of Phuoc: An 
located! at Br5l72()'15i, were prwided1 med.ioalL aid", 

])OWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 22 YEARS. 

DOD DIR 5200,10 

DECLASSIFIED 

"" -

~ 

DECLASSIFIED

7. Other Construction

a. The Battalion(-) completed construction of the following:

(1) One 24'x24' Class V storage bunker for 3/11.

(2) Rehabilitated the Task Force X-Ray USO building.

(3) Wired SP Battalion CP.

(4) Constructed alternate firing pits and cleared fields of fire
for "A" Btry, 94th ARty Bn, USA.

b. "A" Company (Rein) accomplished the following:
III

(1) Devoted 1,440 man hours toward construction projects at the
Division CP.

(2) Constructed an 8 'x8' bunker for storage of class V for the

company.

(3) Completed construction of two 8'x8' security bunkers for local
security.

(4) Constructed an addition to the EM Club and the Battalion
Chapel at 1/1.

(5)) Constructed four six holle heads; replaced 100 trip flares; and
assisted in construction of a diouble apron protective fence for 2/1.

8. Division Land Mine Warfare and Demollitions Schools. Marines trained
during the month of January are as follows:

* DaNangChu Lai

308 43Infantry
3Engineers 98

61Other 0
* for the period 26-31

January 1967

9. Civil Affairs/Civic Action

Medical Treatment. 307 people from the village of Phuoc An
located at BT572015, were provided medical aid.

UNCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED
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PART IV 

OHRONOLOOY OF SUBOlID DATE COMlWIDS 
AND) SUPPORTING DOCTJMIDNTS 

V Operat·ion SIERRA .... ".: . CO) "0" 00 AA Rpt:. 
HLL·tggg; over ~ao; of 29Jan67, 
~104-O7 

f,:lOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR IN'l'ERVALS; 
. DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD DIR 5200.10 

DECLASSIFIED 

----"'-

DECLASSIFIED

U

PART IV

CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORD INATE COMMANDS
AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

REFERENCEEVENT

CO "C" Co AA Rpt
Operation SIERRA

HLLtggg over 3480 of 28Jan67,
Ser: 04-67

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED
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J.st 

DECLASSIFIED 

1ST ENGR BN 0 446) 
CMCC NR 
COPY--"I_Of 51) COPIES 

• 

G('r.:r~.[1:,,;.d..-~_~J{C; of.3'j.C.C·~-c'1 2:r~vl ;'\xtta::i-on~ 7th J:vh'"Cin~ F.e gir-=:ont 
IJcc-'.[,':'"ndiJ:1G Cl:ficor.~ 1st l}l2:ir!GOr J\:d;h:.J.io!l 

GO:OQ'1t after nctior. ropo:::·t 

En: {!'f'H, 
3<L8~) 
2:3 ... 7 an. 67 
Ol( -Ct> 7 

l:r .:~ III 

Capt. R. L. LUTTRELL 

''''':'.-

- "'-:- -_. "---~-~ TAB 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMPANY "10"

1st Engineer Battelion
1st Marins Division (Board) EMP

EPO Son Franciscos California 96602
ELL+888
3480

04467
1ST ENGR BN 28 Jan 67
CMCC NR

04-67COPY / OF 50 COPIES

Econ: Connanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine ReginentTo:

Via: Couranding Officer, 1st Engineer Pattalion

Subj: Conbat after action report
I

Box: (a) Divo 3480. 1

(b) Map Viet Nam 1:50,000 Sories L7014 Sheets 6739: II & III
5738: I & IV

I. Code Name: Search and Destroy Operation "SIERRA"

2. Dates of Oceration: 111300 H December 1966 to 211200 II January 1967

3. Location: Mr Inc Area, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Viot Nan

4. Command and Control Headquarters:

7th Marines (-) (Reinf) Col L. F. SNODDY

2nd Bn, 7th Marines Major W.P. KUTERMAN
U

Company FOR 1st Engineer Bn Capt. H. I. LUTTRELL

5. Tast Organization:

you Co, (.) (Reinf) 1st EngBr.

Squad 10" Co, 1st

Det H&S 00g 1st EngTh

Det Supt Co, 1st EngBa

So Supporting Forces: N/A

7. Intelligence8 7th Merine Reginent ISUNS

UNCLASSIFIED

TAB A

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
8. ~~: To provide close combat engineer sUi\Port to the United 

States ~~ine Corps forces in the area of operation and to taintain 

National Highway 1, including briclges, from <hang Ngai, ES 605721 to 

~D Duc~ BS 725540. 

Conc~pt of Qperation: The company headquarters reinforced by 

elements of H&S, Support, and "B" com:panies was in di:rect support oJ 

the 7th Marines (-) (Rein) command grOU~8 The 3rd platoon, reinforced with 

personnel from the 1st and 2nd platoons provided close combat engineer 

support to the 2nd Battalion, 7th ¥~ines (-) (Rein). Two (2), five (5) 

man teams were in direct support of ",All ]attery, 2nd Battalion, 94th 

Field L.rtillory and 'E" Battery·, 3rd Battalion, 11th Ma.:t'ine s. The teams 

wi th each battery provided moo. sweep and oonvoy support. The company 

was reinIorced with the following personnel and equipment froo H&S, 

Support and. "B" companies. 

H&S Company 

Support 

F9ui~n;it: 

1l&S Coopany 

Support 

~ .. CotlI!lUnicators 

l-CoXJlsman 

I-Mechanio 

5-M::ltor Transport Drivers 

7-He~ EqUipment ~erat~r8 

15-Combat ~gineers 

1-Field Range 

l-MRC/B~ 

1-1-:52 lfllowbed . I 

}->~l DLU!J]l: TJ."'U.cke 

2-:MRS 100 

-. 

~--------------

DECLASSIFIED 
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8. Mission: To provide close combat engineer support to the United

States Marine Corps forces in the area of operation and to maintain

National Highway 1, including bridges, from Quang Ngai, BS 605721 to

Mo Duc, BS 725540.

Concept of Operation: The company headquarters reinforced by9.

elements of H&S, Support, and "B" companies was in direct support of

the 7th Marines (-) (Rein) command group. The 3rd platoon, reinforced with

personnel from the 1st and 2nd platoons provided close combat engineer

support to the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines (-) (Rein). Two (2), five (5)

man teams were in direct support of "A" Battery, 2nd Battalion, 94th

Field Lttillery and "H" Battery, 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines. The teams

with each battery provided mine. sweep and convoy support. The company

was reinforced with the following personnel and equipment from H&S,

Support and "B" companies.

Personnel:

H&S Company 1-Cook

2-Communicators

1-Corpsman

Support I-Mechanic

5-Motor Transport Drivers

7-Heavy Equipment Operators

"B" 15-Combat Engineers

Equipment:

H&S Company II-Field Range

1-MRC/83

1-M52 w/lowbedSupport

UNCLASSIFIED
3-M51 Dump Trucks

1.154 Cargo

2-MRS 100

DECLASSIFIED
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1-1Q60 Crsne 

1-1~c Welding Unit 

1-TL 16 

2-.ANPRS/4 

2-P153' 

1O~ E~oc~~~~~----------~ 

At 1100 on 11 Deo.enber 1966, a warning order "Tas re ceived by 

telephone that an operation would coooence the following daY. The first 

elements were to depart at 1600 to support the operation. A mGeting was 

scheduled for 1700 at the 7th Marines Headquarters to issue orders and 

to make ~aison with appropriate hoadquarters. At 1620 a fi~e (5) ~ tean' 

departed.for the 175MM gun position at coordinates BS 629851 to support 

the movement of guns to their alternate ~~Ein~ position. At 1740 the 3rd 

platoon departed for the 2/7 OP. ~~t 1830 the engineer squads were assigned 

to the supported compan;i;;)s" .. The next noming. at 0230, the headquarters 

element departed with the Regimente..l Convoy, arriving at Qua:vg Ngai 0530. 

At this time the engineer team to support H Battery 3/11 left; the convoy 

and joined r"le battery, H Battery moved to coordinates BS 616641, Tho 

RegimentaJ C •.• ~;:.i moved on to its destination, from coord:inate~ BS 714606 

to BS 701600. let 0700 two (2) 175MM guns moved to the alternate 'pOSition 

a.t coordinates B>::i 636753. 'rhe team in support swept the roa.d in front of' 

the guns and installed protective wire around the guns at their a1terna.t"O 

position. Beginning about 0930 e1em8nts of the 3rd platoon aeparted by 

helicopters for the objective area 1. At about 2300 one (1) .man in 

support of 2/7 was medical evacuated due to fragmentation wou .. ~nds, 

On the 13th the headqUEl:i!te::::-s E:!:8:r~"""" COT1r'l<o+;ed. a roacl. mjne sweep 

from coord.inates BS 701600 to BS 7146060 This became a oont"ir..:O'Us. daily 

road SVT8ep until 19 Dacember 1966. Cne (1) 1551'11'1 r~'.md ,'lisco·vered at 1200 

was destroyed at cocrdinates BS 680571. The 175lYIDI guns retUl.'~ned to thoir 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

Blaca

1-M60 CraneSupport

1-Arc Welding Unit

1-TL 16

2-ANPRS/4"B"

2-P153
UNCLASSIFIED

10. Execution

At 1100 on 11 December 1966, a warning order was received by

telephone that an operation would commence the following day. The first

elements were to depart at 1600 to support the operation. A meeting was

scheduled for 1700 at the 7th Marines Headquarters to issue orders and

to make laison with appropriate hoadquarters. At 1620 a five (5) man team

departed for the 175MM gun position at coordinates BS 629851 to support

the movement of guns to their alternate fixing position. At 1740 the 3rd

platoon departed for the 2/7 CP, At 1830 the engineer squads were assigned

to the supported companies The next morning. at 0230, the he adquarters

element departed with the Regimental Convoy, arriving at Quang Ngai 0530.

At this time the engineer team to support H Battery 3/11 left the convoy

and joined the battery. H Battery moved to coordinates BS 61 6641. The

Regimental Sarrey moved on to its destination, from coordinates BS 714606

to BS 701600. At 0700 two (2) 175MM guns moved to the alternate position

at coordinates BS 636753. The team in support swept the roa.d in front of

the guns and installed protective wire around the guns at their alternate

position. Beginning about 0930 elements of the 3rd platoon departed by

helicopters for the objective area I. At about 2300 one (1) man in

support of 2/7 was medical evacuated due to fragmentation wounds.

On the 13th the headquarters element conducted a road. mine sweep

from coordinates BS 701600 to BS 714606. This became a continous. daily

road sweep until 19 December 1966. One (1) 155MM round discovered at 1200

was destroyed at coordinates BS 680571. The 175MM guns returned to their

DECLASSIFIED
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primary posi tiona at 1430. The road was swept for mine s prior to the 

movenent of tho guns. Tho teaI!l in support helped retrieve one of the guns 

that was stuck at coordinates BS 629826 utilizing an }RS-IOO wHh snatch 

block. ~er the return to the primary position the engineer teamp mission 

being completed, they returned to the 1st Engineer Battalion OP. '!he next 

afternoon at 1500, one (1) 105 ~LM (wp) round and one ~l) 60 MM mortar 

round that was found in the Regimental OP area was destroyed with two (2) 

pounds of 0-4. 

On the 15th the headquarters element reconnoitered the road end 

bridges fren coordinates BS 714606 to BS 734541. The third platoon closed 

the entrance to a small cave at coordinates BS 624523 with five (5) lbs 

of C-4 at 1130& The next Dorning at 1030 the third platoon located and 

destroyed eighty (80) pounds of VC Dade annonium Nitrate at coordinates, 

BS 611503.. On the :'!.le)':;]::. fifteen (15) cu yds of fill "lOre hauled to 

coorliinates B3 7"18592 to backfill a culvert that was repaired. The VC 

had blown the culvert prior to the start of the operation. At 1000 repair 

41) work was co:mnenced on the bridge at coordinates BS 126564. An arc "relding 

unit was utilized along .. lith one hundred (100) lineal feet of angle iron 

to increase the lead capacity of the bridge, .At coordinates BS 562545 ',,~!'" 

the 3rd platoon destroyed one (1) 155 ~~lround, one (1) BLU (aerial boob) 

and a VC Dade bangalore torpedo with four (4) pounds of G-4. The ordnance 

was destrcy8d Cl,t 1200 ho1ll's,. Early the next morning the hea<lqu3xters 

element provided engineer support in the form of escorting and sirTeoping 

the road in front of the con'lOY that was moving the regiwental GP :E:ou~ 

nOlol location at cco:::.-dinl'l.tes BS 725538. The neloT CP lOCation "m,s established 

for 2/7 and the r€~inontal COI:m'.and group returned to Chu Lai. At 1000 

the welding repairs were 

installed on the bridge. 

location a four man bridge guard team was stationed at the\h~~~~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

primary positions at 1430. The road was swept for mines prior to the

movement of the guns. The team in support helped retrieve one of the guns

that was stuck at coordinates BS 629826 utilizing an MRS-100 with snatch

block. After the return to the primary position the engineer teams mission

being completed, they returned to the 1st Engineer Battalion CP. The next

afternoon at 1500, one (1) 105 MM (WP) round and one (1) 60 MM mortor

round that was found in the Regimental CP area was destroyed with two (2)

pounds of C-4.

On the 15th the headquarters element reconnoitered the road and

bridges from coordinates BS 714606 to BS 734541. The third platoon closed

the entrance to a. small cave at coordinates BS 624523 with five (5) lbs

of C-4 at 1130. The next morning at 1030 the third platoon located and

destroyed eighty (80) pounds of VC made ammonium Nitrate at coordinates

BS 611503. On the Bank fifteen (15) cu yds of fill were hauled to

coordinates BS 718592 to backfill a culvert that was repaired. The VC

had blown the culvert prior to the start of the operation. At 1000 repair

work was commenced on the bridge at coordinates BS 726564. An arc welding

unit was utilized along with one hundred (100) lineal feet of angle iron

to increase the load capacity of the bridge. At coordinates BS 562545 its

the 3rd platoon destroyed one (1) 155 MM round, one (1) BLU (aerial bomb)

and a VC made bangalore torpedo with four (4) pounds of C-4. The ordnance

was destroyed at 1200 hours. Early the next morning the headquarters

element provided engineer support in the form of escorting and sweeping

the road in front of the convoy that was moving the regimental CP foca

new location at ocordinates BS 725538. The new CP location was established

for 2/7 and the reginental command group returned to Chu Lai. At 1000

the welding repairs were completed and a new deck and treadways were

installed on the bridge. Prior to the movement of the CP

location a four man bridge guard team was stationed at the bridges

DECLASSIFIED
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located at cooDdinates BS 732545, BS 728555, and BS 726564. Their oission 

was to assist the convoys in crossing the bridges and to insure the bridges 

were safe for traffic to pass, Twenty (20) cubic yards of fill were 

hauled in the afternoon to repair holes iYl the road between coordinates 

BS 718592 to BS 7245p9. During the repair work one nan was wounded but did 

not require nedical evacuation. ~e 3rd platoon destroyed two (2) cave 

conplexGs, OnG (1) 1 X 1.5 X 76 l'Ieters and the other 1 X 1.4 X 40 J:.l, ,.,ith 

450 pounds of TNT. 1~ entrance was closed to another cave with 50 pounds 

of TNT at coordinates BS 625545. This destruction of caves occuredin the 

afternoon. 

On the 20th, the bridge at coordinates BS 728556 vias r8Raired util-

izing an are welder and salvagod angle iron at the site. Repair consisted 

of reinforcing stringers and panels. The treadway on the bridge was rop.··· 

aired. The 3rd platoon destroyed two (2) WP grenades with one (1) pound 

of C-4 at 1000 at coordinates BS 668560. In the sena location at 1300 

five (5) 305 rounds woro destroyed with threc(3) pounds of C-4. Begip~ing 

at 0730 the headquarters elenont conducted a road svroep on the road frOD 

coordinatez .'.'S 719590 to TIS 706618. '1.' he 3rd platoon destroyed a large 

Cave c:x2}JL:" 1 X 1.5 X 3701'1, asing one thousand&five hundred (1i~500) 

pounds of 'l'NT, twenty-five (25) forty (40) pounds cratering.charges, 

tvJO-thousard (2000) foet of detonating/ cordi at coordinates BS 676555. 

Two (2) 20lV.il1 booby trapped sholls were destroyed with ano (1) pound 

of TNT at the saoe location. 

. .... 
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located at coordinates BS 732545, BS 728555, and BS 726564. Their mission

was to assist the convoys in crossing the bridges and to insure the bridges

were safe for traffic to pass. Twenty (20) cubic yards of fill were

hauled in the afternoon to repair holes in the road between coordinates

BS 718592 to BS 724569. During the repair work one man was wounded but did

not require medical evacuation. The 3rd platoon destroyed two (2) cave

complexes, one (1) 1 X 1.5 X 76 Meters and the other 1 X 1.4 X 40 M, with

450 pounds of TNT. An entrance was closed to another cave with 50 pounds

of TNT at coordinates BS 625545. This destruction of caves occured in the

afternoon.

On the 20th, the bridge at coordinates BS 728556 was repaired util-

izing an are welder and salvaged angle iron at the site. Repair consisted

of reinforcing stringers and panels. The treadway on the bridge was rep-

aired. The 3rd platoon destroyed two (2) WP grenades with one (1) pound

of C-4 at 1000 at coordinates BS 668560. In the send location at 1300

five (5) 3.5 rounds were destroyed with three(3) pounds of C-4. Beginning

at 0730 the headquarters element conducted a road sweep on the road from

coordinates BS 719590 to BS 706618. "The 3rd platoon destroyed a large

cave complex, 1 X 1.5 X 370M, using one thousand&five hundred (1,500)

pounds of TNT, twenty-five (25) forty (40) pounds cratering charges,

two-thousand (2000) feet of detonating cord/
at coordinates BS 676555.

Two (2) 20MM booby trapped shells were destroyed with one (1) pound

of TNT at the same location.

UNCLASSIFIED
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At 1600, tho third platoon de stroyed one (1) 5 II rocket r01.md enployed as 

as a booby trap at coordinatesBS 839417. At 1630 they destroyed a. 5" 

rocket round (dud) at coordinates BS 835416. At 1700 a booby trapped area 

was cleared at coordinates BS 835415. The area consisted of fourteen (14) 

5" rocket rounds and one (1) 250 pound boob. Thesrea was at an excellent 

site for a 1aJlding zone. The rockets and bonb were eop1oyed with trip wires; 

and a. pres sure detonating systen. If a helicopter set do'lll'l on one of the 

rounds or if troops debarking fron the helicopter tripped one of the trip 

wires the rou.."1.d would have exploded. The area was cleared and the ordnance 

was consolidated into three (3) groups and each group' was destroyed using 

three (3) pounds of 0-4 on each. EOD personnel assisted with the work, 

Oa the 28th, the 3rd Platoon used twenty-five (25) pounds of 0-4 for 

blasting holes in hedge rows, allowing a passageway for troops. One (1) 

Dan in the platoon was evacuated due to GSW. The next Dorning najor rehab­
,LlrAItO,) 
al8t~~ of the bridge at coordinates BS 133546 was conpleted. ~le repairs 

consisted of constructing a new internediate support nade .f1:'on 12" X 1211 

tinbers, replacing danaged deckcenbers aJld installing a new treadway. The 

third P1atoul:"_~~ :royed one (1) 5" rocket round enp10yed as a booby trap 

at coordinates 3S 842415 with one (1) pound of C-4. 

At 13v0 on the 30th the TL-16 was dav.aged when it struck a Dine 

at coordinates BS 709599 while loading a dunp truck. ThE!: area was s~pt 

for nines and one (1) 81 MM round enployed as a nine was .iound end renoved. 

The TL-16 was noved to coordinates BS 714615 with the MRS-1OO. A ten (~O) 

nan security detail was left to gu~d the TL-16. The sec'llrity detail 

renained with the TL-16 until it was evacuated on 3 Janua::t'y 1967. The 3rd 

platoon destroyed two (2) 5" rocket rounds at coordinates BS 845415 with 

two (2) pUll::'cls of 0-4 at 1400. Tile next norning at 0900 the 3rd platoon 

destroyed a ono-thousand (l~COO) pound boob thre ~unds anQ a . 

on~ (1) ;O~d blO~~ -~; ~hiCon TNT at oij~i.ft~I~~ th twenty (20) 

pounds of 0-4. 
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At 1600, the third platoon destroyed one (1) 5" rocket round employed as

as a booby trap at coordinate SBS 839417. At 1630 they destroyed a 5"

rocket round (aud) at coordinates BS 835416. At 1700 a booby trapped area

was cleared at coordinates BS 835415. The area consisted of fourteen (14)

5" rocket rounds and one (1) 250 pound borib. The area was at an excellent

site for a landing zone. The rockets and bonb were enployed with trip wires

and a pressure detonating system. If a helicopter set down on one of the

rounds or if troops debarking from the helicopter tripped one of the trip

wires the round would have exploded. The area was cleared and the ordnance

was consolidated into three (3) groups and each group was destroyed using

three (3) pounds of C-4 on each. EOD personnel assisted with the work,

On the 28th, the 3rd Platoon used twenty-five (25) pounds of C-4 for

blasting holes in hedge rows, allowing a passageway for troops. One (1)

man in the platoon was evacuated due to GSW. The next morning major rehab-
ILITATION
álation of the bridge at coordinates BS 733546 was completed. The repairs

consisted of constructing a new internediate support made from 12" X 12"

tinbers, replacing danaged decknenbers and installing a new treadway. The

third Platoon Mestroyed one (1) 5" rocket round employed as a booby trap

at coordinates BS 842415 with one (1) pound of C-4.

At 13w on the 30th the TL-16 was danaged when it struck a nine

at coordinates BS 709599 while loading a dunp truck. The area was swept

for nines and one (1) 81 MM round employed as a nine was found and renoved.

The TL-16 was moved to coordinates BS 714615 with the MRS-100. A ten (10)

man security detail was left to guard the TL-16. The security detail

remained with the TL-16 until it was evacuated on 3 January 1967. The 3rd

platoon destroyed two (2) 5" rocket rounds at coordinates BS 845415 with

two (2) pounds of C-4 at 1400. The next morning at 0900 the 3rd platoon

destroyed a one-thousand (1,000) pound bonib, three (3) 3.5 rounds and a

one (1) pound block of ChiCon TNT at (20)twentyith

pounds of C-4.

DECLASSIFIED
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·Ch 2 January 1967 sevcn(,) cubio yards of fill were hauled to repair 

holes in the road at coordinates BS 720585. l~t 1500 on 3 January 1967 

the T~16 was evacuated to the 1st Engineer Battalion ell. 'ibe recover.! 
>~:: 

team was provided by SUllPort Company of the battalion-. 

On the 4th, minor repairs consisting of replacing and renailing deck 

& "ltroadl-lay members,WO:ro Dado to the bridges that was daBaged by high 

water located at coordinates ES 728555~ Nine (9) cubic yaxds of fill 

were hauled to repair holes in the road. 

On the 6th the weeI' toan, conducting the daily road sweep received 

heavy av~ accurate sniper fire at coordinates BS 719593 from concealed 

pOSitions approximately six hundrGd (600) ~eters due east at 1030 hours. 

The sl-Tesp team returned fire. T"he engagement la,sted 1.5 hours and re-
", 

sulted in three (3) members of' the tCaL1 being 1I1oundod, .A nodical 

evacuation ~JaS required fOl!;:tW.o12).(.;crn:runications during the engagement 

1tlere adequate. ''':t1 infantry reaction platoon arrived at the seand app-

roxinately thirty (30) minutes after roquestcClr; '1 he swoep tC81!l continued 

and conplotod the sweop. ..t 1300 as they "rore returning to tho CP sniper 

... 
fi::ee "as agoin oncountered. he location was the some as tho prthor ... 
engagtarlont - and lasted 30 mnuto s. One nan was m:. al1_d one (1) mnn WIA 

as a rl' 8'",1 t of the Eingageoent. Both were evacuated to1 st Me, die 0.1 Battal ior. 

At 1600 ~ reconaissance of tho gridge, at coordinates BS 736533 was con-

ductod to determino re~uirements to oake bridge passable to jeep traffic. 

On the 7th fifteen cubic yards of fill were hauled to repair holes in 

thE) section of rQad swept each do,y'. The 3rd platoon at 1130 destroyed one 

500 pound bonb and one (1) 15511M round with five (5) po~~ds of C-4 

,At 1500 a 105~'lP round was destroyed ,vith one 

(1) pound of C-4 at coordinates BS 788550. The next morning ~inor repairs 

·were- -J.:18.de to, the deqk and tread WS\f of the bridge at coordinates BS 
_ ~'w 'c _. --._ -,_.~_ -" .-'- •• ' • "-------._-- - • 

728556. The 3rd platoon, at 0745, dasUoyed four (4) Chi Coo grenades with 
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On 2 January 1967 seven(7) cubic yards of fill were hauled to repair

1500 on 3 January 1967holes in the road at coordinates BS 720585. At

the TL-16 was evacuated to the 1st Engineer Battalion CP, The recovery

team was provided by Support Company of the battalion.

On the 4th, minor repairs consisting of replacing and renailing deck

& threadway members,woro made to the bridges that was damaged by high

water located at coordinates BS 728555, Nine (9) cubic yards of fill

were hauled to repair holes in the road.

On the 6th the sweep team, conducting the daily road sweep received

heavy and accurate sniper fire at coordinates BS 719593 from concealed

positions approximately six hundred (600) meters due east at 1030 hours.

The sweep team returned fire. The engagement lasted 1.5 hours and re-

sulted in three (3) members of the team being wounded, A medical

evacuation was required two(2). communications during the engagement

were adequate. en infantry reaction platoon arrived at the seene app-

proximately thirty (30) minutes after requested. the sweep team continued

At 1300 as they were returning to the CP sniperand completed the sweep.

fire was again encountered. he location was the same as the prinor

engagement and lasted 30 minutes. One man was KIA and one (1) man WIA

as a resil of the engagement. Both were evacuated to 1st Medical Battalion

At 1600 a reconaissance of the gridge at coordinates BS 736533 was con-

ducted to determine requirements to make bridge passable to jeep traffic.

On the 7th fifteen cubic yards of fill were hauled to repair holes in

the section of read swept each day. The 3rd platoon at 1130 destroyed one

(1) 500 pound bonb and one (1) 155MM round with five (5) pounds of C-4

at coordinates BS 793506. At 1500 a 105WP round was destroyed with one

(1) pound of C-4 at coordinates BS 788350. The next morning minor repairs

were made to the deck and troad way of the bridge at coordinates BS

728556. The 3rd platoon, at 0745, destinyyed four (4) Chi Com grenades with

DECLASSIFIED
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At 1000 a 105 booby 

trapped round \oms destroyed with tHo (2) pounds of C-4 at coordinatt'5. 

BS 768522. 

On the 9th, tho 3rd platoon at 0845 destroyed two (2) N-79 rounds 

that wore booby trapped ",ith one (1) potUld of C-4 at coordinates BS 

765512 o..nd at 1300 three (3) Chi Con grenades were destroyed 1.nth one (1) 

pound of C-4 at coordinated BS 7~7594. On the 10th ten noters of deck 

cmcl tread~;,CliY lias replaced on bridge at coordinates BS 728556. The 3rd 

platoon at 0900 destroyed a Z-10 !!lino, with one ( 1) pound of TNT, at 

coord:mates BS 775593. 

On the 11 th the 3rd plat oon, at 1000, destroyed u. boo by trapped 5" 

rocket round ID th one (1) pound of C-4 at coordinates BS 7486oi. Tho 

next norning the 3rd platoon at 0900 destroyed a 500 pound bonb booby 

trapped with an 81 r-l}[vlortor round \'lith five (5) pounds of C-4 at coordinats[ 

BS 727597. Construction of the bridge at coordinates BS 736533 began 

on the 15th utilizing the MRS-IOO to "Tinch steel beans into position~ 

On the 17th the sweep toan received sniper fire, at coordinates 

BS 717597 fcc'on concealed :positions 600 Deters to the east, during the 

daily :t'oai. Z.I(.;'):0. The engagonont lasted one (1) hour and resulted in 

one (1) W:~l. requiring rodical evacuation. The 3rd platoon, at 1700', 

destroyed a VC observation post with forty (~.rJ) pounds of 0-4 at 

ooordinates ]S 695357. .. 

On the tlorning of the 18th a reconnaissance was :ma.de of the 

DECLASSIFIED 
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three (3) pounds of C-4 at coordinates BS 782503. At 1000 a 105 booby

trapped round was destroyed with two (2) pounds of C-4 at coordinates

BS 768522.

On the 9th, the 3rd platoon at 0845 destroyed two (2) M-79 rounds

that were booby trapped with one (1) pound of C-4 at coordinates BS

765512 and at 1300 three (3) Chi Con grenades were destroyed with one (1)

pound of C-4 at coordinated BS 727594. On the 10th ten meters of deck

and treadway was replaced on bridge at coordinates BS 728556. The 3rd

platoon at 0900 destroyed a Z-10 mine, with one (1) pound of TNT, at

coordinates BS 775593.

On the 11th the 3rd platoon, at 1000, destroyed a booby trapped 5"

rocket round with one (1) pound of C-4 at coordinates BS 748602. The

next morning the 3rd platoon at 0900 destroyed a 500 pound bomb booby

trapped with an 81 MMMortor round with five (5) pounds of C-4 at coordinates

727597. Construction of the bridge at coordinates BS 736533 beganBS

on the 15th utilizing the MRS-100 to winch steel beans into position.

On the 17th the sweep team received sniper fire, at coordinates

BS 717597 from concealed positions 600 meters to the east, during the

daily road swoop. The engagement lasted one (1) hour and resulted in

one (1) WIA requiring medical evacuation. The 3rd platoon, at 1700,

destroyed a VC observation post with forty (40) pounds of C-4 at

coordinates BS 695357

On the morning of the 18th a reconnaissance was made of the
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• • ~'.-. ,'J . 
The i:taterial axrivcd to build the bridge that was destroyed the 

previous d/W. The construction cor:u::enced at 1130 and the bridge was open 

to progTaI.1.ned traffic at 1500. The recovery of the :r-L.60 Crane, utilizing 

an M-62 and mS-100, cOfJr!enced at 1530 and was conpleted at 1730. Tn.e 

next naming the bridge, daJJaged by the M..60 Crano, was rehabilitated at 

0930 ana open to pxograo traffic. 

11. Results: The conpany had eight (8) rnn WI.A. and on~ (1) nan KIA. 

Five (5) ves were apprehended by the conpany. .A. T4-16 was daoaged when it 

hit a lUne. One-hundred and forty (140) pounds of C-4, two-thouaand (2000) 

pounds of TNT and twenty-five (25) cratoring charges were used to destroy 

four (4) caves and fifty (50) 'pieces of ordnance enployed by the enany. 

Eighty (80) pounds of aL'J!':oniun nitratowas captured frOD the enoJJY and was 

destroyed. Over one-hundred and twenty-five (125) cubic yards of fill 

were hauled to repair the road. For the repairs of the bri~ges in the area 

over 12,000 board feet of 3 X 12 inch boards and nore than 600 board feet 

of 12 X 12 inch tinbers were expended. 

12~ M.tri.nistrative Re.oarks: Resupply of engineer itens and. all other 

itens were ~L,~ccn.·l1te. Several itens reCluested by this unit v:Terc not In 

stock at tL; :..3':. buta.ll itEms not in stock and re queste d were 

lat? fur:nished in a reasonable tine. Maintenance support at fpe LS.11. in 

notor transport was outstanding. A11 personnel in the section w~re very 

cooperative and proficient and nado freCluent visits to the field to 

repair deadline vehicles. Ordnance and coru::unication naintenanco was 

also adequate. 

13. Special EguipI.tent and Techniques: None 

14. CQDr::Q.P,dera analysis: The area encountered on the 27th of 

as listed in this report vlaS the first ti:L£ anything of this nature has 

been encountered by thisun1t. The--engineer temi, along with EOD 

personnel, successfully detected and cleared the area. Th~s enploynent 

DECLASSIFIED 
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The material arrived to build the bridge that was destroyed the

previous day. The construction conrenced at 1130 and the bridge was open

to programmed traffic at 1500. The recovery of the M.60 Crane, utilizing

an M-62 and MRS-100, connenced at 1530 and was completed at 1730. The

next norning the bridge, danaged by the M.60 Crane, was rehabilitated at

0930 and open to program traffic.

11. Results: The company had eight (8) nen WIA and one (1) nen KIA.

Five (5) VCS were apprehended by the company. A TL-16 was danaged when it

hit a nine. One-hundred and forty (140) pounds of C-4, two-thousand (2000)

pounds of TNT and twenty-five (25) cratering charges were used to destroy

four (4) caves and fifty (50) pieces of ordnance enployed by the enery.

Eighty (80) pounds of annonium nitratewas captured from the enery and was

destroyed. Over one-hundred and twenty-five (125) cubic yards of fill

were hauled to repair the road. For the repairs of the bridges in the area

over 12,000 board feet of 3 X 12 inch boards and more than 600 board feet

of 12 X 12 inch tinbers were expended.

12. Administrative Reparks: Resupply of engineer itens and all other

itens were adocuate. Several itens requested by this unit were not in

stock at the LSA but all itens not in stock and requested were

lat : furnished in a reasonable tine. Maintenance support at the LSA in

notor transport was outstanding. All personnel in the section were very

cooperative and proficient and made frequent visits to the field to

repair deadline vehicles. Ordnance and communication naintenance was

also adequate.

UNCLASSIFIED13. Special Equipment and Techniques: None

14. Connanders analysis: The area encountered on the 27th of December

as listed in this report was the first tire anything of this nature has

been encountered by this unit. The-engineer team, along with EOD

personnel, successfully detected and cleared the area. This enployment

DECLASSIFIED
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• • 
of' the rockGts and bonbs would havo taken the livGS of D&'1.yl1.arinos and 

destroyed several holicopters had the area been lJ..8od as a landing zono. 

15. f.e.2QQLEID~'lQ..!'" It is re com.conde d thst landing zones in VC 

territo~J be chockDd, as the situation perruts, before landing helicopters 

to deternine if the zone is booby trapped or Dined • 

• 

/ 
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of the rockets and bonbs would have taken the lives of many Marines and

destroyed several helicopters had the area been used as a landing zone.

15. Recommendations: It is recommended that landing zones in VC

territory be checked, as the situation pernits, before landing helicopters

to determine if the zone is booby trapped or nined.

HLLutter
H.De LUTTRELL
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