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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
.FPO, San Francisco, California 96602

COMMAND CERONOLOGY
1 March to 31 March 1967
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1, DESIGNATION

1st Engineer Battalion

COMMANDER

Maj C. O, NEWTON

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company (-)

Engineer Support Company
Company A (Rein)

Company B (-)

Company C

2, LOCATION

Battalion minus Company A (Rein)
Company A (Rein)

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer
Sergeant Major
S-1/&d jutant

S=2

5-3
S-4 (Fwd)
S-4 (Rear)

S=5

Supply Officer

Communications Qfficer

Medical Officer

BOWNGRADED 4%
DECLASSIFIED A
DOD DIR ' 520010

Capt R. OSBORNE

Capt H. A, MORGAN IIT
Maj P, J. SHANK Jr.
Capt H. E. TTCHKAWICH
Capt R. W. FALKENBACH
Capt H. L. LUMTRELL
1 - 31 Mar

1 - 31 Mar

Maj E. J. TOWNSEND
SgtMaj F. C. TOMON
2nd 1t J, MOUTON
1stLt, D. M. TOTH
Maj R. PETROFF

Maj J, C. FLOYD
Capt L. R, CORNWELL

Capt R, OSBORNE
Capt H. A, MORGAN IIT

Cept. T. F. BYRNE

20Augbb - Present

28Nov66 - 1kMar6?
15Mar67 - Present
16Nov66  1Apré?
3Sepb6 - Present
BSep66 - Present

' 8Sepb6 - Present

Chu Lai, RVN
Dallang, RVN

25J_ar_167 - Present
29Nov - Present
14Dec66 - Present
2BNov66 - Present
18Ju166 - 31Mar6?

P67 = 31Marb?
14Mar67 - Present

28Nov66 - 1iMar6?
14¥ar6? - Present

75ept6 - Present.

1st Lt. P. A. BERKHETMER 24FebS? - Present

R R B Bk

6 - Present
PN N Y Tl
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Motor Transport. Officer 2nd Lt. J. T. WINN 24Augbb - Present

Engineer Equipment Officer ~  2nd Lt, G. MACKY 254ugb6 - Present
Utilities Officer 1st Lt. J. MIZERAK 11Feb67 = Present
Construction Officer 4 W.0, R, H, MCALLISTER 10Sepb6 - Present

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC TSN
25 715 1 9

PART II

~ Primary effort of the Battalion was dlrect support of Task Force X-Ray in
the Chu Lai TACR. Company "A" reinforced with 2nd Platoon Company "B and
detachments of H&S and Support Companies supported elements of 1lst Marine

Division in the DaNang TAOR. Eighteen men supported Chu Lai Defense Command
for the entire month as security troops:

The letter companies with reinforcements from H&S and Support Companies .
were moderately committed to combat operations, taking part in OPERATION
DESOTO and numerous small unit actions. Construction, road repair, mainten-
ance and administrative functions kept all hands occupied seven days a week,

 The Battalion pronded engineer support for ten/vehicle convoys, three of
which were ROUGH RIDFR operations to or from DaNang. Five major road and bridge

recong were completed and an average of 13 mine sweeps which covered 45 Kilo-
neters of road each day. = .

" On 12 and 13 March a three level, 600-fi long cave and tunnel complex was
explored, charges were placed and the complex destroyed. The cave was located

on a hill at BS705936 in the 1/7 TACR. Fifteen other caves were destroyed this
month B _ A

Dry weather and recelpt of repair parts s:.gnlflcantly 1ncreased vehlcle and
equipment availability, Deadline of Combat Essential equipment on hand decreased
from 98 pieces at the beginning of the period to 63 pieces at the end, Engineer

equipment operated a total of 8,088 hours and motor transport mileage was 21,183
for the period.
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PART ITT

SEQUEN'HAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICART EVENTS
a, Gai'r’fs"‘and Losses
During entire month Joined two Marine officers, 53 Marine

listed; dropped one Marine officer, 17
Marine enlisted. )

b. Casualties Twelve WIA's and four KIA® s,

a, Reconnaissance Road and bridge recon of Hwy #1 from BT
~ 546016 to BI292225%
” Water point recon at Tam Ky,
Road recon from BS811385 to BS835363,
.. Boad recon from BS835363 to BS867371.
b, Weather, Six days of rain early in March hampered earthmoving and
grading operations but the later half of the month was warm, dry and dusty.

Ce W

(1) Three booby traps and 21 mines were discovered and destroyed in the
Chu Lai TAOR during routine patrols and sweeps. One mine was detonated by a
vehicle.

Ref:” SitReps of 2, 7, 9, 17, 20, 24, 26, 31 March 1967.
(2) ROUGH RIDER mine ineidents. - . .

(a) Mine detonated at BF124483 en 151300. Three "A" Co KTA, two
@ WIA. Detonated as man probed suspicious area in roadway.
Ref: SitRep of 17 March 1967,

: (b) 'On the 20 Mar ROUGH RIDER six mines were encouritered,
Ref: SitRep of 20 March 1967, CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3000 of 23 Mar,
(Tab) A

Col (¢) On the 24 Mar ROUGH RIDER one mine was encountered.,
Ref: CO Engr Spt Ce AA rpt WJG/ec over 3000 of 2 Apré?
(Tab) B

d. Punnel ] Cave / Fort:.flcat:.on Destruct:.on

(1) On 3 March at 6846384 destroyed one 120 m long cave using 1600 1bs
of cratering charges.
Ref: CO Co "B" AA rpt 5/WJG/Jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 67,

ounds ;;% On 3 March at BS8467291 destroyed one. cave lorm&‘ @1 m H%@

Ref:; CO Co B Ak rpt SRS, fYEr A%goyﬁgﬁgr%afa\%ﬁs

(Tab) C DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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(3) On 3 March at BSB46391 destroyed one cave 25 feet long using 18
pounds of TNT,
Ref: CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd. over 3480 of 9 Mar 67.
(Tab) €

() On 060915H at BS638955 a cave 3' x 4' X 20' was destroyed by 20.
pounds of C-4, Two other caves at 6633960, one 3' x 5' x 15', the other 4 x
7' x 25' about 30¢ apart. were destroyed with 20 pounds of C-4 in ezch,
l(lef-) CO Co C AA rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 18 Mar 67,
Tab) D

{ 5) On 080950 at $632961 a cave 2' x 41 x 8 was destroyed with 10
pounds of Cf, On 101300 a2 cave 4! x 4! x 15' was destroyed at BS645975 using
20 pounds of C-f¥,

Ref: CO C Co AA rpt GGG:e;)o over 3000 of 18 Mar 67.
(Tab) D L S

(6) On 121600 a 600 m long three level tunnek complex at BS702938 was
destroyed with 4820 pounds of explosives.
Ref: SitRep 13Mar67. R

"(7) ©On 23 Mar two caves 10m x 1m x 1m each at BS677632 were destroyed
using 20 pounds TNT eachi

Ref: SitRep 24 Mar 6%

(8) On 261300 two caves 2' X 3' x 26t and 2' x 3' % 207 at BS555917 .
were closed by five pounds “INT each. On 261430 tWo, more caves were destroyed
one. 2' x 3' x 15' using two 40 pound shaped charges’

Ref: €O Co C AA rpt GGG'eJoover 29 Mar 67,
(Tab) E L

A e P VO G o

(9) Nine LVTE "1 Projected line charges were fired in vlcmity BS
5592 in 27 TAOR, Five had to be manpually detonated.
Ref: B Co SitRep of 28 Mar 67,

P U SO S

e, Other Ordnance. The following types and quantities of U-.S_;~ ordnance
were destroyeds

BOI‘T%

250f 320# 10008 3.5"we 60mm Mort 105m
3. B 1 2 3

A total of 30,675 pounds of explosives consisting of C-4, TNT, Line Charges,
Cratering and Shaped Charges were expended by the Battalion during March,
Ref: SitReps of Mar 67,

3., TRAINING |
a. Land Mine Warfare and Demolitlon Schools graduated 1&51 at Chu Lai.and

374 ot DelNeng, total 825 studentsi Engineer units had 129 graduates.A
Ref: Engr SitRep Recaps of 12 Mar and 26 Mar 67, Si g
ni A
il &SQUHE@
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L, OPERATIONS
Throughout March Operation DESOTO cont:Lnued in the Duc Pho Dist-
rict (BS8037) with 24 Plat, Co C in direct supp-
ort of 3/7 (Rein). Additional support consiste
ing of utilities men with a water ourification
D-4 tractor with doger blade on temporary loan
from MAG-13 continued operation. The tractor,
operated by an equlpment operator and an equipa-
ent mechanic worked an average of 10 hours a day
throughout March clearing flelds of :t‘ire. revet-
ting supplies, digging wells and p:l.oneering roads,
On March 23 one SNCO and 20 men began construc-
tion of an operating room bunker for the 3/7 -
] Battalion Aid Station. “Work' continued into April,
| Ref: SitRep Recaps of 12, 26 Mar 67. :
SitRep of 24 Mar 67,
CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9
Mar 67, Tab C.

15 Mar 1967 Co & prov:.ded engmeer support to ROUGH RIDER
1st M Bn convoy from DaNang to Chu Lai, At _
Br124483 on 151300H, a mine detonated as an
engineer probed a suspiclous area in the roadway
resulting in three Co A KIA's, two WIA's, Convoy
reached Chu Lai, ,
Ref: SitRep of 17 Mar 67

20 Mar 1967 ~ ROUGH RIDER convoy to Dallang departed Chu Lai
with twelve engineers 200707H, Located two mines

”_ of approx 40-50 1bs flaked TNT at Br138470 on 20

B 1430H Mar, Blown in place using two 1bs TNT and
2% 1bs of C-b, At 201530H ARVN truck pulled out
of compound at rear of convoy and detonated.a mine

£ 75-100 pounds explosives. Five ARVN WIA,

At 2015340 a mine detonated ahead of the. convoy.
One infantry WIA a.nd one engineer was knocked
down by the blast, Mine consisted of 75-100
pounds of explosive. No wires discovered. This
mine was at same 1ocat:\.on where three Co A men KIA
on 15 Mar 1967, At 201550H a cow detonated a mine
of 75-100 pounds at Br111499, Cow dlsmtegrated
Explosion occurred ‘ahead of area being swept,
At 201605H located a soft area in the road at
BT115449%, Set a trunk line of 164 TNT on road
centér line. Detonated a mine of approx 40-50
1bs. Arrived at DaNang 201915H Mar 67,
Ref: CO Co B AA rpt 57wuo/jtd over 3000 of 23
Mar 67, Tab A
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24 March 1967 ROUGH RIDER, 7th MI' Bn convoy with 15 eéngineers
in support departed 240830H for DaNangs On 241755
the fifteenth truck in the convoy was destroyed
by mine approx 150=200 lbs explosive. Mine was
buried under three feet of rock and one foot of
soil. Area had been swept and probed but no wires
or firing devices were located, Two USMC KIA,
four USMC WIA., Mine located at BT113497, at 241845H
convoy was ambughed at BI104508 by enemy employing
mortors, recoiless rifles and small arms. One USMC
KIA, 28 WIA, Convoy arrived at DaNang 2421350H,
Ref: CO Engr Spt Co AA rpt WIG/ec over 3000 of
2 April 1967. .
(Tab) B

5. WATER SUPPLY. The Battzlion is operating seven water points and eight
bath units in the Chu Lai TACR and two water points in the DaeNang TACR.
Potable water distributed was 1,865,525 gallons. Shower water distributed
was 976,370 gallons, :

Refs SitReps for Mar 67

6, ROADS., Consgtructed 300m one lane road, 400m two lane road, and capped
600m of two lane road with 6" wearing course,. Hauled, spread, and compacted
%9370 cu yds of fill,

Refs SitReps for Mar 67

7. CIVIL AFFAIRS/CIVIC ACTION. During nine MEDCAP's to the village of
PHUQC AN at BT572015, 308 people were given aid,
Refs MEDCAP Tm rpt for Mar 67

PART IV
SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS

Va0 Co "B" AL Tpt 5/WIG/jtd over 3000 of 23 Mar 67,
VB (O Engr Spt Co AL rpt WIG/ec over 3000 of 2 Apr 67.

'/c CO Co "B" AA rpt 5/WIG/3jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 67,
w/CO 1st Engr Bn First Endorsement of 14 Mar 67.

A CO Co “C™ AA rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 18 Mar 67.
Vé/ O Co wC® Al rpt GGGsejo over 3000 of 29 Mar 67.
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COMPANY "BY
1st Engineer Battalion
18t Marine Division (Rein) FMF -
5/WIG/jtd
3000
23 Mar 1967

Froms Executive 0fficer
Tos Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion

Subjt Convoy Dpera;tion Aftér Action Repo‘rt

Reft (a) Maps of Vietnam Serdes. L701, Sheets 6659 II, IIIL; 6658 I, II
o III, 1Vv; 6657 I, II, 6757 III, Iv

1. Code Name. Operation Rough Rider.
2. Date. 20 March 19‘67
3. Location. Route # from Chu Lai to Dalang.

‘4e Control or Command Hea.dguarters. .
a. Major K. Hs REAGAN, tst Motor fransport Battalion, Convoy Comm-
ander.

5. Tasgk Organizétion. Twelve engineer personnel, 6ne officer and 11
enlisted, consisting of combat engineers, bridge personnel, and M 51
driver, provide support to a 32 vehicle convoy.

6. Supporting Forces. Not Applicables

7. Intelligonce. Convoy was advised road was mined, had obstacles,
bridges could be destroyed enrcute, and an ambush was expected.

8. Mission. Provide direct engineer support to get the convoy to
DaNang.

9. Concept of Operation. Bngineers weore attached to the conveoy to em-
Ploy mine sweeping techm.ques, standard mllltary bridging, and by-pass=-
ing measures teo clear and make passable the road to DaNang.

10s Execution

as Convoy departed MSR and route #1 at Chu Lai 20 0707H Mar 67.

be 20 1415H Mar 1967 comvoy warned by ARVN operating in area that:
road wae mined and s battalion of Viet Cong was on either side of the.
road,

ce 20 1430H March 1967 encountered soft sand area in ruad with
Vietnamese veliicles parked on the other side. Infrantry with'two .
enginecers attached ¢ireled area in the road and checked civilian veh-
iclee. Lead vehicle had several loose leads on chassis but no other
indications of onemy equipment: Bngineers checked sides of road before

-mine detector men moved into area in order to reduce chance of eormand

Uf\ M‘& BHE@ BOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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contro ocated two mines of apiroximately 40-50 pounds
flaked TNT ani dsstroyed in place with two pounds TNT and two and one
half pounds of C-4, at GC BT 138470.
de 20 153CH March 1967 ARVH truck which pulled out of a compound
at rear of convoy was dogtroyed by & mine of approximately 75-100 pounds
explogive. Five ARVN WI. and cvacuated at GC BT 158468,
e. 20 1534H March 1967 nine was detonated at head of stopped comvoy
- as engineer personnel and security moved forward along sides of rcad to
check for wires. One infantry WIA not evacuated and one engineer knocked
down by the blast and struck by a rock. Mine consisted of approximately
75=100 pounds cxplosive. No wires descovered in area. This cccurred at
the same cut in the road where three USHMC KI& recieved on the way down
at GC BT ¥24484.
£, 20 1550H March 1967 cow detonated a mine of approximately 75-100
pounds explosive. Cow was disintegrated at GC BT 111499. Explosion
occurred ahead of area ehgineers were working on.

g« 20 1605H March 1967 came to soft area in roasd and could not lo-
cated a mine at GC BT 115494 but placel a trunk line charge of 16 pcunds
"TNT along center of road. Detonated a mine or approximately 40-50 pomnds
TNT. Recovered a pressure electrical firing device which was trrned over
to Major BBiGaN, 1st Motor Transport, for further delivery to G-3, 1st
Marine Division. ‘ . .

h. 20 1915H March 1967 convoy arrived in 1st Motor Transport Com-
pounde. Operation complete.

11. Results. No vehicles lost in coxvoy, six mines encountered with
two personncl WIa, and cne Viet Cong firing device recovered intact.

12, Asdminstrative Matters. Not spplicable.

13+ BSpecial Eouipment and Technigues. When sand or earth filled areas
were encountered in the stretch of road minies were not Jetectable with
the I'-153 mine detcctor. There were s¢ muany rocks in this soil and sand
that the AN/P%S 4 was not used., FYersommel would make a sweep in the
area along the shoulders to locate wires and then begin a probe of the
ared. mines were buried at a depth of two to three feet.

14, Commanders analysiss The technique employed kept two pecple definite=
ly from being cisualties. Had indiviiuals been up on the rcad. Bven :
at a distance of 50 meters, the blast and§dcébris could have resulted in
definite casualties. . The Viet Cong minos?appearcd tc be confined %o

the soft areas of the roads No hard surffice areas were mined.

15« Recommendationsa. Shoulders of the read should be checked for wire
prior to the approach of a mine detector man. Wwhen soft arcas are check-
ed an AN/FRS 4 mine detector should be used since the P-153 will not
detect the minimum metal used in the blas+t mines enconntered.

W. &Js GLEESON
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ENGINEER SUPPORT COMPANY
_ {st Ehgmeer Battalion. v T -t or
st Marlne Division (Rem) FME BEES
. R -WJ(;/;QGE..,,«,
‘ : I : 3000 .- -
T G '  ; - 2 Apr:67

PR

From: * Gommanding Offlcer = : cen T
To: ~ Commanding Offlcer 1st Eng:meer Batta.lion

Subj:- »Gonvoy After Act:.on Report

Ref: (a) ths of V:Letna.m Ser:.es L701, Shee ts 6659 II, III; 6658 I, II
III' Iv; 6697 I, IIj 6757 III, IV .
1.__ Code Name. Operatlon Rough Rider.

24 .@f_é- 24 March 4967 - ” :? R N

3+ Location, Route ;4 from chu La:x o Da.Na.ng.
4o Control ox Command Eead ua.rters. T
as Captain Robert-W, SMITH ‘ "B" Gompany, 7th Motorx: 'l‘ransport

Battal:.on, -Gonvoy GOmmander.

5¢ Task Organi zation. Twenty-two (22) eng:meer personnel consist:.ng
‘of one engineer officer; :seven bridging personnel, eleven. (11) ocombat

engineers, and ‘three (5) M 51 drlvers s prov:.de support to & forty (40)

vehicle convoy,-

6s. Supporting Far ces. Seven brldce personnel from 9th Ehgmeer
B&ttallon. "‘ »' ...... . U . .

7 Intelligence. Road would be hined and azbush was expecteds .

8, Mission, Provi_de_'- direct enginecer Vs'u'ppo;;t for movement of convoy. to
Dalengy T et oot - L

9 Concept of \Operatlon. Englneers would ewploy uine detectmg technlques,
bridging capabllltles, a.nd liuited road bulldlng rL\e sures. to make. the road
passable to Daﬁe:ng. :

10, Eggcution S g Dot s
" as 'Convoy departed MSR and route #1 a.t 24 0830H Mré !
be Engineer Officer advised' that road fiom check po:.nt 34 Toecheak]
point 28 appeared nineds Task Force Xray engineer officer met convoy. a.t
Tanky 24 1030H Maré7.
Ca 24 1150H Mar67. Convoy arrived check point 34! GC BT 150453 and
engineers prepared to sweép roads -
de 24 1340H Mar67, ~Commenoed :sweep by having two men sweep sides of
road for cormand wirese Swept each soft area of road with AN/PRS-4 mine
<« detectore— Detector workeq)@%,}e}%ca ﬁrbitﬁfﬁ 1’%?’% A%%d snall rocks at
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. AR T R
__ _ _DODDIR 5200.10 7= 8 ~
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18" to 24", Probed each arca which registered a reading, . °.
: e, 24 1500H Mar67, Enconnteredlyietnamese rice truck‘which had been
destroyed by a mine at GC BT 138468, Mine was of 40-50 pounds of explo-

sives. Removed wreck and procecded,: -

£, 24 17454 Mar67., Completed oot sweep, No mines encountered.

ge 24 1755H Mar67. Fifteenth (45th) truck in convoy was destroyed
by nine of approxinmately 150-200 pounds explosive. IMine was buried under
three feet of rock and one foot of soil, Area bad been swept and probed,
no wires or firing devices were found prior to or afier the explosion.
Two USMC KIL, four USMC WIA, truck totally destroyed, wreckage wes .removed
and crater filled, ‘Location of nine was GC BT 3113497.

he 24 1845H Maré7. Convoy cane into heavy a.ubuoh at GC BT 104508
eneuy eiployed mortars, recoilless rlfles and snall aris. One UsIC KIa
and 28.USMC WILe? . -

i. 24 1130H Mar6T, Convoy arrlved 1st Motor LranSport Battallon GP.

41, Resultse Threc vehicles lost in convoy, one to a nine. Cumulatlve
casualtxes y three USMD KLI and twenty-eight Wi o -which two WIs were
engineexr personnels

12« A4dnminigtrative Matters. Not Abpiicabie.

13 §pecl a2l Bouipnent and Techniques, ™ AN/PRS-4 nine detector used tc
detect non-netallic nines. Two engineer persomnel used to 1ocate connand
wires in inltlal sweep to flanks of soft areas of road.

14 Commanders Analy51s. Technlque employed was not sufflclont to locate
the mine encountereds It was intended for the return Rough Rider to
employ the M58 line charge in three lines down soft areas of road,
Viet Cong nines were confined to soft areas of the road, -

The main purpose of this convoy is to prove to the Viet Cong that
we control the roads The purpose can not be served when convoy is halted
for a period of five hours in the nined section, thus giving the eneny
tine to react and .set in an effective ambushs

15« Recomnendations, That a sweep tean clear the nined section prior to
the convoy'!s arrival, This would require sufficient security and could -
definitely be effective if using the IVT 18 M58 line charge. This charge
should either.detonate the mine, destroy the firing device, or cut command
wires, aay- of which a¢tions wodld-render *the rine uselesss :

' This recommendation is based on the fact that the convoy mist move
out of the killing zong of the ambush rapidly or through it. With the
area. ahead mined the convoy has no free movermonte If a prior. sweep is

.not possible, additional security sould be provided in order that, if
stopped, the convoy would not be decinateds 4n on call "Bald Haglet
would serve this sane principlees- :

L o We 'Jo GL “'”SQN ’
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3/RP[m2
3480
14 Mar 1967

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO "B" Co AA Rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 1967

From: Commanding Officer, 1st Fnginecer Battalion
To: Commanding Officer, 7th Marine Regiment

Subj: Ccmbat Operation After Action Report
1. Readdressed and forwarded.

2. Concur in that portion of the recommendation regarding the use of
cratering charges, There can be no general poliey regarding the number
of mine detectors that should be tzken on an operation with any given
urit. The foregeing should be based upon intelligence information and

the nature of the operation. A minimum of three mine detectors will be
taken with each platoon.

C. O. NEWTON

Copy to:
CO "B" Co istEngrBn
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3/RP/m2
B0
14 Mar 1967

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO "B" Co AA Rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 1967

From: Commanding Officer, ist Engineer Battalion
To: Cemmarding Officer, 7th Marine Regiment

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report
1. Readdressed and forwarded.

2. Concur in that portion of the recommendation regarding the use of
cratering charges. There can be no general policy regarding the number
of mine detectors that should be taken on an operation with any given
unit. The foregoing shculd be based upon intelligence information and
the nature of the operation. A minimum of three mine detectors will be
tzken with each plstoon.

C. O. NEWTON

Copy to:
CO "B" Co 1stEngrBn
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CuMPaiYy "B"
18t Engineer Buttalion
' 18t larine Division (iein) IFiF
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
: : B 5/4JG/ jta
3480
9 Mar 1907

From: Commanding Officer '
To: ‘Commanding Officer, 1st Engincer Battalion

Subjs Combat Qparafion Aftef setion Repoif
Rof' (al) Maps of Vietnam Series L7014 Shects 6738 I and 6838 IV
»> s Code Name. Operﬂtion De Soto/Deckhouse VI.
| 2. Date. 26 February 1967 to 4 larch 1967.

3+ Location. Duc Pho, Victnam.

4, Control or Command Headguarters.
2. - Commanding General, Task Force X-Ray - Brigadier Genoeral V.. A.
SmILLS, USHG.
b. Commanding Offlcer, Saeventh Marlnes - Colonel C. C. CROSSFIELD
USMC.
¢« Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines - Lieutenant
Colonel P. L. HILGAHTNER, USMC
d. Commanding Officer, "B" Company, 1st Battalion; ¥ifth liarines,
Captain J« Ne FETBRSON, USMC.
‘ g« Commanding Officer,'#C" Company, 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines,
o Capbain 3. J) CaSWELL, USIC.
f. Commanding Officer, "D" Company, 1st Buttalion, Fifth Marines,
Captain J. J. CaRTY, USHC.

5. Task Orgunizztion. One squad of engineers was attached tu eich of three
Companies of the 1st Hattalion, Fifth Marines. ~flatcon Hesdquarters was
attached to the 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines Headquarters group. "B ,
Compony Headguarters group was attached to Task Force X-Hay Heddquarters.f

s

6. Supporting Forces. HNot spplicable.

T.. Intcllignece. Estimaties of the area of operation indicated strong
resistance would be encountered with enemy forces having well feortified
positions, extensives caves, and an excellent complement of arms.

8. DMisgion. To¢ provide direct cowbat engineer support for the Task
Force X-Ray Headguariers and direct support to the 1st Battalion Fifth _
Marines. .

N ASSEIED
9. Concept of Operation. Search and destrcy operatfio 0 Y ;
conjunction with 3rd Battalion, Seventh Marines, thée 7

PourthMarines, 1st Battogdommifibntarinogy aidirhde Iﬁsg;talmns of 1
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A\

ARVN Rangers.
10. Execution. ' . :

a. Warning order received on 23 February 19607 of & regimental sive’
operation in the Duc Pho arca.

be 24 C830H February 1967 1st Platoun, "B" 'Company depurted engineer
conmand post and reported to S~-3 1st Sattalion, Fifth Marines at Hill 54,

c¢. 25 1600H Fcbrouay 1567 1st Licutenant GLEESON and eight men deparé-
ed Lending Zone Penguin (BT 543018) and displaced with Regimental Head-
quarters to Nui Dang Hill.

d. 26 0830H February 1967 Lieutenant GLEESON and four men departed
Nui Dang, GC-BS 815385, for lift to Nui Tho, (i35 778469) USMC srtillery
at this position had suspected booby traps and mines. Sweep team checked

with probes and P-153% mine detector, discovered two 105 rounds, throe 60mm
mortar rounds, and cne 57mm recoiless rifle round. Destroyed all using
five pounds of C-4. Tean had to return by helicopter to Chu Lai in’ order
to return to Wui Dang the next day, at 27 0830 February 1967.

e 26 100NH February 1967 engineer units with 1/5 lifted to operation
area from MAG-36. Second ™ Squad with "C" Compuny 1/5 destroyed a small — —— -~
‘cave and WP grenade at (GC-BS 753381 using seven pounds of THT.

f. 27 February 1967 Second Squad with "C" Company, 1/5 destroyed one
500 pound bomb at GC=BS 753381 using two and one half pounds of C=4.

Second Squad also destrayed small cave at GC-BS 754392 with seven and one
“half pounds of C-4. Seccond Squad also destroyed a bunker at GC-BST758402
“using 10 pounds of THT and 10 pounds of C=4. “

g+ 28 February 1967 Platoon headquarters with 1/5 headquarters destroy-
ed 10 rounds of 60mm WP mortar armuniticn using twe and one half pounds of
C-4 at GC-B5 770395. DPlato.n headguarters decstroyed two caves at GC-IS
7753023 one 300 nmeters in longth seven to 10 feet beluw ground level with
1000 pounds of C=4 anl the other cave 25 meters in len.th using 15U pounds
of C-4 with eight feet of ground cover. The platosn destroyed two 3.5

" heat rounds at GC-ES 791416 using two and one half pounis of C=4.

Second Squad destroyed concrete bunker at GC~38 779396 with 36 pounds

of TNT. At the same positicn the squad destroyed one 3.5 WP round, cne

" HE %.5 round, and two M-26 grenades using five pounds TNT. The squad also
destroyed a bunker of culvert uesing six pounds of TNT and seven pounds
of C-4 at GC=T777397.

he 1 March 1967 Plato.n headguarters grou; destroyed one 53¢ pound
bomb and one 1004 pound bomb at GC=35 788413 using 10 pounds of C-4.

Sccond Squad destroyed one WP round at GC~BS 796428 using % pound of
Cwile

PFirst Squad with "3" Company 1/5, destroyed one 500 pound bomb at
GC-BS 83423 with five pounds C-4, one 250 pound bomb at GC-BS 802418
with two and one half pounds of C~4 and TNT, and 6Com mortar round at
GC=-B5 804424 using two and one half pounds of C-4.

i. 2 March 1967 First Sguad destruyed one 250 pound bomb and one
3.5 WP round at GC-BS 787416 using two pounds of C-4.

Second Squad destroyed one 500 pound bomb at GC-BS 801422

cne half pounds of C-4. The squad also destroyed one 50C 1
two and one half pounds of C-4 at GC-BS 9014424

Lance Corporal RUBILLO, M. C. wis medivaced with sprained ank$

Jje 3 March 1967 Ccmpany headquarters lifted from Nui Dang, B3
to Nui Cam, GC-B3 845382, with two teams. Destroyed one cave 120 meters
in length with 10 to 10¢ feet of overhead cover using 1600 pounds of

cratering charges at GCD?J%N%@E&ED %asgrﬁ%% PﬁlTeE BC\?XESWith three to

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS,
DOD DIR 5200.10

VIV WY R —

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED
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Lenzth of ceve was 10U feet,
cave 25 feet long with six
to 10 feet of “overhead using 18 pounds of TWT at GC-138 846392,

ke 4 March 1967 Operation De Sotu/Deckhouse VI efded.

11« Results. One engincer casualty meddvaced. Following items destroyed
using 16 pounds of charges, 12124 pownds C=d, and 1305 pounds THT:

a, Two M26 pgrenadcs.

b. Two 250 pound bombs,

c¢. Five 50C pound bombs.

d. One 1000 pound bonb,

es Three 3.5 rocket rounds.
fo Two 105 rounds.

g« 14 60mm mortar rounds.

e One 57mm recoilless round.
i. Two WP grenadess

je 45U meters of cave com plex (six caves).
ke Three bunkers.

12. Administrotive Matters. Not ﬁbplicable.

13. §2§cial Bouipment and Techniguese. KWot applicables

T4, Commanders Analysis. Operzticn De Soto/Deckhuuso VI was a gsuccessful
cperation in which the engincers were well utilized. Several items of or-
dinance were destroyed thus denying future we by eneny forces. Cratering
charies gave the rost complete destruction of caves due to the heawing ef-
fecte Sraced at intervals of 10 to 15 feet for larse overhead cover and
2@ to 25 feet for shallouw overhead extensive destructicon is insured. Fur-
thermore the geses released by this expleesive deny further use of any sec-
tions which escape the blast.

15+ Recommendatione That cratering chirges be used as much as possible
in the destructicn of caves and bunkers. Only one mine detector shculd be
carried per cengineer platoin. DBxperience has indicated that detectors

are infrequently used on cperatiuns of this nature. They become subject
to ecbuse due to conditions and a higher deadline rate may result fron this
type of usce.

RV I
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From: Commending Officer
To: = Commending O0fTicery lst Engineer Batialion

Subj: Combat Afbter Action Report
Ref:  (a) Div0 3480.1
. {n) Yep Vietmem 1:50,000, Sheet 6739 I
” Series L 014
1, Code Mome: Tone
2¢ Dotes of Operation: 0951430MarsT to 101700HMRx6T
3¢ Locabion: Phm Long (4) arec, Quang gei Province, Republie of Vietnam
Lo

nd _and Control Eewa nacherss
5 Col Je Ds R EY
Zrd,r Js Se Ik

oM Co suprort Sgt Fe We ALR

5¢ Taslk Croanizations N/A
/A

rs o provide combat engineer support to "D" Company, 1/7 for a
LI e

sernvicon sunporting sguad-size patrols.

o -

9

of Cneration: One IKCO end nine men with demolitions and one
1e detector was in direct support of ID/.L/?. This team consistad
of men from the 3rd Platoony "C Co*zmm:f, lat Engineer Babbalion.

104

clcen

£
oyed with 20 pounds

T-m y fooge
mentaii : e vicinity of ccoz 51 28 J*“ (/43373 _Je;«’

were wmadical avacuated to "DV Jumpany, lst Mediced Satiasion for treate
nont of -wour rlso

zr‘e in

a5 fowmd at

g of T

a cavey 2'Y
des‘m:@ el

Q0

Lo

Gf”‘vaOWNGPAEI?b Fr ¢ YmAH IthR\}ALs
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round and two 60MM rounds were found at 1415 and were destroyed with
5 pounds of C=f4e The ordnonce was found ot coordinotes BS 633963,
Engineer team retumed to this (P on 101T7COITartiT.

11, Resultss Two nen were WIL and were medicel cvacuateds Ilve caves were
destroyed using 90 pounds of C-4e . The dinensions of the coves were
31ATX20Y, XSS, A'XTIX25!, 21KAXBYrond 4'X40205' o 4 250 pound
boub, onc 1O5MH round and two 6OMY. rounds were destroyed using 10
pounds of Cede 100 pounds of (-] was used by the engineer support
tealne -

12, Administrative Remexks: Resupply of engineer items and all obher itams
was adequates

13« Special Howipment and Techniguess None

M 1/, Comcnders snalysiss  No wmusual itens were enpountercd and the
demolition work of this engineer team was routine

t) o tos
H, L. LUTTRELL
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. * 0 COMPANY t(t

‘lat Bngineer 3 .:a.'bfal‘ion :
- 1st Marine Division (Rein) BMF
¥PO San Franciscoy California 96602

- E‘.‘iv B 8d A-' a ;‘ i - o ; ‘ GGa; e‘do.
- ' © 3000 :
© 29 Mar 67

'Command.ﬁlg Afficer
Commanding’ Qf‘floe:c, lst Bngineer Battalion
Combat After AetLon Beport

N (a.g DlVO) 348041
, Map, V:Lemam 1350,000, Sheet 673914
Series L 7014

m | "1,

Ze

tions 250900HMax67 to 271300EMar6y
3¢ ~-I£9°?“-ti°% -'Be:_n Son Area, Quang Ngal Province, RVN

. 4. Command and Control Headquarterss
. 7 Lt Col Wa P KITM}M

I{,/2/7 \ Copt Vo' M. SZATAVEIEWICZ JRa
Wer Co, Spt teanm t Go Re CHESTNUT
? . I

5+ Task Orgenization: NA {
€, gg,ngogj_p_g Forces: MA 4
7o Intelligence: 2/7 S-2

B, Missiont To provide close combq;b engn.neer support to "HEY Company .
m - 277 for a three day operation, ;.-

9. Concent of Crerations '
One NCO and four men with d.emolltlcﬁns and one P~153 mine detectoxr -
"was iIn direct support of H/2/7,- This team consisted of men from the
1st Platoon, "C" Company, lst Img:pleer Battalion.

10, Exccution: A five man engineer teq.m departed this CP at 24130051@:67
to furnish close combat engineer sup-a@rt to I./ 2/ 7. ‘The operatlcn COmm |
nenced gt 2509008MarsT. ‘
- A Chi Com Brenade was found at Qoorch.na,tes BS 555917 a.nd wa.s des—-'
troyed with one puund of TWT at 1500s5 The entrances to two cc ves were
closed, one 23X31X26' and the other XB'QO' withrfive pounds of INT on
eache The caves. were. destroyed at 1‘3 on 26. Na.rah 1967 e,nd were 3.ocated

at coordinates BS 555917

4 booby trapped M6 grenadey loca,{;ed at BS 555908 was destroyed w.l.th
one pound of INT at 1300.. The entranges to two caves, loocated at the:
sane @oordinates were closed at 1430y - One 2'X3!XI5' using ene 40 pound
shape charge and the other 2'X3'XL5! ysing two 40 poind shape chargess
The second cave was locatbed approximately 10 feet below: the surface of
the growmd ond leading off of g mine or well shaft, ' Two buildings were

-oollapsed at coordinates BS 566909 at 1000 an 27 March 1967.. by cutting
the pillarss. The pillars wWore approximately 12 inches in diameter and
were made of a poor grade of ooncrete. Both buildings wére approximately

40 feet l°ng' QOD%M%E%AT 3 YEAR IN ,}ElﬁVAggven and Qne half pounds

s T s e

_ DEC.”)? 2D ANTER 3% TEARS.
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of G4 and five poumds of TNT werc usede. The operation secured at
271300HMa,r67, and the teocm returmed to this P

11,

@ 12‘..

13,

14,

- TNT,

.Resg;‘ts: Four ¢aves wexe closed using 10 pound.s of THT and threes

40 pound shape cliaxges. The dimensions wera 21XZVX36%, 27X31x201,
2tX31X15, and 2'X3'X15' Two pieces of enemy ordnance were desw
troyed with two pounds of MT, Two buildings,. 40YX20'X10Y wexe
collapsed using seven and one half pounds of G4 and five p.mmds of

k

Administrative Remerks: Time fuzc -and- aratering chorges were re=.
quested ond 40 pound . Bh..pe cha rgcg and detonating gord were
received instend. ..

@LGOL_J. I.‘.gLu:.pncnt ond Techni gues: None

Comrmnaers Img_.;yulss No unusual problens were cheountered dnd. the

demolition work of this engineer toam wes routinece.:

;
'

H.L‘m }#FE

u

S
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