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1". DESIGNATION 

1st Engineer Battalion 

H&S Company (-) 

Engineer Support Compa.Il1' 

ComPalV A (Rein) 

Comp~ B (.) 

Company C 

2. roeATIoN 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

COMMANDER 

Maj C. O. NMON 

SU:OORDINATE UNITS 

CaptR. OSBORNE 

• 

Capt H. A. MORGAN JII 

Maj P. J. SHANK Jr. 

Capt H. E. ITCHKAWICH 

Capt R. W. FALKENBACH 

Capt H. L. LUTTRELL 

Battalion minus Company A (Rein) 1"~:L Mar 

99lUPany A (Rein) 1 .. 31 Mar 

:3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

Sergeant Major 

S-l/Mjutant 

S';'2 

5-3 

5-4 (Fwd) 
5-4 (Rear) \ 

S-5 1®\m~~~$~~W~~® 1 , 
Supply Officer 

Maj E. J 0 TOWNSEND 

SgtMaj F. C. TOMON 

2nd L1:- J. MOUTON 

ls'!;Lt. D. M. TOTH 

Maj R. PErROFF 

Maj J. C 0- FlOYD 
Capt L. R. CORNWELL 

Capt R. OSBORNE 
Capt. R. A. MORGAN III 

Capt. ~. F. BYRNE 
-- --

20Aug66 .. Present 

28Nov66 .. 14Mar61 
, ~ -. . ~ - " . 

~5Mar67 .. P~sent 

16N~v66.- ~pr~7 

3Sep66 • ~~~n'!; 

8S~p66 _ Pre~~~t. 

SSep66 .. Present 

Chu. La;, RVN 

DaNang, RVN 

25Jan67 .. Present , _. ,. '"- - -

29Nev • Presert~ 

14Dec66 .. Present 

28Nov66 .. Present 

18J~66 - 'lMar67 

2lFeb67 .. 3J.Mal.67 
14M~61 .. Present 

28Nov66 .. 14Mar67 
14Mar67 .. Present 

?Sep66 ... Presen~ 

Communications Officer 1st Lt. P. A. EERKHEIMER. 24Feb67 ... Present 

ff ' tJOWNGRADED A.:t, :tT~~R INTEIlV~KER 
Medical 0 1cer DECLASSIFIE"B AtWRl).~ 'YtAR~. 

DOD DIE 5200,10· 
- -

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

PART IGATE

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER

20Aug66 - PresentMaj C. 0. NEWTON1st Engineer Battalion

SUBORDINATE UNITS

28Nov66 - 14Mar67H&S Company (-) Capt R. OSBORNE

15Mar67 - PresentCapt H. A. MORGAN III

16Nov66 - 1Apr67Maj P. J. SHANK Jr.Engineer Support Company

3Sep66 - PresentCompany A (Rein) Capt H. E. ITCHKAWICH

8Sep66 - PresentCompany B (-) Capt R. W. FALKENBACH

8Sep66 - PresentCapt H. L. LUTTRELLCompany C

2. LOCATION

Battalion minus Company A (Rein) Chu Lai, RVN1 - 31 Mar

Company A (Rein) DaNang, RVN1 - 31 Mar

3. STAFF OFFICERS

III 25Jan67 - PresentMaj E. J. TOWNSENDExecutive Officer

29Nov - PresentSgtMaj F. C. TOMONSergeant Major

14Dec66 - PresentS-1/Adjutant 2nd Lt J. MOUTON

28Nov66 - PresentlstLt. D. M. TOTHS-2

18Jul66 - 31Mar67Maj R. PETROFFS-3

21Feb67 - 31Mar67S-4 (Fwd) Maj J. C. FLOYD
14Mar67 - PresentCapt L. R. CORNWELLS-4 (Rear)

UNCLASSIFIED
28Nov66 - 14Mar67Capt R. OSBORNES-5
14Mar67 - PresentCapt H. A. MORGAN III

7Sep66 - PresentCapt. T. F. BYRNESupply Officer

1st Lt, P. A. BERKHEIMER 24Feb67 - PresentCommunications Officer

DOWNGRADED AT 3USNRWAR INTERVALSBACKER 8Aug66 - PresentMedical Officer
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED



Motor Transport Officer 

Engineer Equipment Officer 

Utilities Officer 

Construction Officer 

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

OFF 2, ENL 
m 

OFF 
T 

DECLASSIFIED 

2nd Lt. J. T. WYNN 

2nd Lt, G. MACK! 

1st Lt. J. lqzmAK 

w.o. R. H. McAIJ..ISTER 

PART II. 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

24A~~66 ~ Present 

2.5Allg66 • Pr~st9!lt. 

:I.J.FE?Jp67 • p~~~~~ 

lOSep66 - Present 

Primary effort of the,·Bat.talion wa,s direct support of 'J,'ask Force X~R~ in 
theChu.~ TAOR •. Compaz:w nAu reinforced .with ~Plat~n. Company "BD and 
detachments ,of H&S and s.upport Companie~ supported elements of 1st Marine 
Division in the DaNang TAOR. Eighteen men supported Chu Lai Defense Command 
~or the entire month as security troops". 

The lett.er'co~paniel5 l4th reipfor9~ments'fromH&s; and Suppo~ Companie~. 
were. moderately commi, tted to, compa:t ope;rations, taking part. ~n OP~TIO~ ., 
DESOTO and numerous small unit actions. Construction, road repair, mainten.,.. 
~ce an,d ~inis:tr~:tiy~ functioll.fillcept all h~clS occ~piec;!. .l3eyend~y~ ~. week~ 

. • .. ", .•. ,." " .. '. .. . .. ., - L.,. ..... '" , .. ' .,. 

The Battalion prov:ided ~ngineer support for t~~.--:yeh;tc~e convoys, threeQf 
which were ROUGH RIDER Qperations to or from DaNang. Five major road "and bridge 
recons were completed and an average of 13 mine sweeps which covered 45 kilo. 
meters of road each day., ,. 

6n 12 and 13 March a~iu-e~ levef; 600~m' :1.:o~g ~~'1e a~~:turm~l Q~iex·:Wa.s ~" .. 
explored, charges were placed and the complex destro,yed. The cave was located 
on a hill at FS705936 in the 1/7 TAOR. Fifteen other caves were destroyed this 
montn~, 

'. Dry weather and receipt of . repair parts signi#cant'l:.y in~rease~ .. v~hicle ~nd. 
equipllent availability. Deadline of 9ombatEsseritial,equi1'Dl:ent, .<mhanci <iec~as!Jd 
from 98 pieces. at the beginning' of the period to 63 pieces at the end. Engirieer 
equipment operated a total of 8,088 hours and motor transport mileage was 21,183 
for the period!~ 

-
, n~~~l~~~~W~~® 

Illi u .--l 

I 

tJOWNGFUmED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAL'S; 

DEcLA~g~Egl:F~~~o~fo YEARS.' _l:XUiJAi \ 
DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

24Aug66 - Present2nd Lt. J. T. WYNNMotor Transport Officer

25Aug66 - PresentEngineer Equipment Officer 2nd Lt. G. MACKY

11Feb67 - PresentUtilities Officer 1st Lt. J. MIZERAK

10Sep66 - PresentConstruction Officer W.O. R. H. McALLISTER

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC USN

ENLOFF ENLOFF
25 1 9715

PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Primary effort of the Battalion was direct support of Task Force X-Ray in
the Chu Lai TAOR. Company "A" reinforced with 2nd Platoon Company "B" and
detachments of H&S and Support Companies supported elements of 1st Marine
Division in the DaNang TAOR. Eighteen men supported Chu Lai Defense Command
for the entire month as security troops.

The letter companies with reinforcements from H&S and Support Companies
were moderately committed to combat operations, taking part in OPERATION
DESOTO and numerous small unit actions. Construction, road repair, mainten-
ance and administrative functions kept all hands occupied seven days a week.

The Battalion provided engineer support for ten vehicle convoys, three of
which were ROUGH RIDER operations to or from DaNang. Five major road and bridge
recons were completed and an average of 13 mine sweeps which covered 45 kilo-
meters of road each day.

On 12 and 13 March a three level, 600-m long cave and tunnel complex was
explored, charges were placed and the complex destroyed. The cave was located
on a hill at BS705936 in the 1/7 TAOR. Fifteen other caves were destroyed this
month,

Dry weather and receipt of repair parts significantly increased vehicle and
equipment availability. Deadline of Combat Essential equipment on hand decreased
from 98 pieces at the beginning of the period to 63 pieces at the end. Engineer
equipment operated a total of 8,088 hours and motor transport mileage was 21,183
for the period.

UNCLASSIFIED
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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DECLASSIFIED 

• ' • 
PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING· OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. PERSONNEL 

a. Gains and Losses 

During entire month 

b. Casualties 

2. INTELLIGENCE' 

a. Reconnaissance 

Joined two Marine officers, 53 Marine 
listed; dropped one Narine officer, 17 
Marine en1isted. .' 

Twelve WIA' s' and four KIA.' s:. 

Road and bridge recon of Hwy 11 frem m 
546016 to Br292225~ 
Water point reeon at Tam Ky 4. , 
Road recon from BS811J85 to :00835363. 

" :£toad r~c.on fI'o~ ~8)5J6Jto . ~~7J'71. 

b. Weather t Six days of rail1eariY in' March hampered eart.hmOving 8.nd ' 
gre.dir.lg operations Put the later half of the month was warm, dry and dusty. 

c. Enew Ordnance 

. .. (1) Three" bOoby traPs and 21 mines were discovered imd""destroyed in the 
Chu Lai TAOR, during routine ,patrols. andswel9ps. .' ()n~ ~j,l}e was detonated by a 
vehicle. ' , , 
Ref: SitReps'of 2.7. 9t.:1.7.. ?0.24, ?Q. 31 March 1967~ 

(2) RQUGH RJ;DER. J;Il~ . .incidents. 

(a) Mine detonated a.t'mi244t3)"on'151300'. Three "Alf Co KIA, two 
WIA. Detonated as man' probed' suspicious area in roadw~. 
Ref: SitRep of 17 March 1~67. 

(b) 'On the 20 Mar. ROUGH RIDER sii mines were encoUntered~ 
Ref: SitRep of 20 March 1967. co Co B II rpt ,/WJO/ jtd over 3000 of 23 Mar'. 
(Tab) A 

.- , ' (c) On the 24 Mar ROUGH IiIDER' one mine was encountered. 
Ref: CO Engr Spt Co AA rpt WJOjec over 3000 of 2 Apr6? 
(Tab) B 

... _. _. - ~. . .--",. . ~.~ .. --..... ~ .. -' ... ~-~ ... ' - ~--.- .... ,,, 

d: Tunnel I Cave I Fortification Destruction 

(1) On 3 MarCh at ffi846J84,9-estroyed one 1,20 m,1ong cave using 1600 lbs 
of .crater1ng charges. . '. 
Ref: CO Co "Bn AA. r.pt S/WJG/ jtd over. 348()5)f 9 ~. ~7. , 

_--:--::~-"7"::-:---:-' 
(2) On 3 March. at BS8LI6391 d~stroy~d . one, cave 10 1'"mn:-\ ~~n~ ~~H~~ 

pounds TN'!'. . lUJU~u~t~iA1~lSi~lI'UIbIW 
Ref: CO Co B AA rpt S/}6'WM.!9-ABlff A~Y~!R9IH!lR~1LS; 

(Tab) C DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. . _,. ' ... ·~-.~i-
DOD DIfl 5200.10 " _ ..,1", .. '::1 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

PART III
as

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. PERSONNEL

a. Gains and Losses

Joined two Marine officers, 53 Marine
During entire month

listed; dropped one Marine officer, 17
Marine enlisted.

Twelve WIA's and four KIA's.b. Casualties

2. INTELLIGENCE

Road and bridge recon of Hwy #1 from BTa. Reconnaissance
546016 to BT292225.
Water point recon at Tam Ky.
Road recon from BS811385 to BS835363.
Road recon from BS835363 to BS867371.

b. Weather, Six days of rain early in March hampered earthmoving and
grading operations but the later half of the month was warm, dry and dusty.

C. Enemy Ordnance

(1) Three booby traps and 21 mines were discovered and destroyed in the
Chu Lai TAOR during routine patrols and sweeps. One mine was detonated by a
vehicle.
Ref: SitReps of 2, 7, 9, 17, 20, 24, 26, 31 March 1967.

(2) ROUGH RIDER mine incidents.

(a) Mine detonated at BT124483 on 151300. Three "A" Co KIA, two
WIA. Detonated as man probed suspicious area in roadway.
Ref: SitRep of 17 March 1967.

(b) On the 20 Mar ROUGH RIDER six mines were encountered.
Ref: SitRep of 20 March 1967. CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3000 of 23 Mar.

(Tab) A

(c) On the 24 Mar ROUGH RIDER one mine was encountered.
Ref: CO Engr Spt Co AA rpt WJG/ec over 3000 of 2 Apr67
(Tab) B

d. Tunnel / Cave / Fortification Destruction

(1) On 3 March at BS846384 destroyed one 120 m long cave using 1600 lbs
of cratering charges.
Ref: CO Co "B" AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 67.

UNCLASSIFIED
(2) On 3 March at BS846391 destroyed one cave 10 feet long

pounds TNT.
Ref: CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 67.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
(Tab) C DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED 

(3) On 3 March at BB846391 destr~ed o~~ c~ye 25 feet long using 18 
pounds of TNT.' ""'. 
Ref: CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 67. 
(Tab) C . . '.. . , .. .. 

,~ - ... 
(4) .on 0609~5H ai;'ES6j8955 acave':}I'x 41)t 20' was' destroyed by 20. 

pounds of C-4. 'Two. other cave~at BS633960 •. one 31 .x ,I x lS'. the other 4' x 
7'.x 251 about Jot apart were destroyed with 20 pounds of C-4 in eacn. 
R~f: CO Co C Ai rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 18 Mar 67. 
(Tab) D 

. - -_. ~. 

, ,,'- .:( 5) 'On Q80950 at IB632961 a' cave 2" x 4' X 8' -was'destroyed With' 10 . 
pounds of C..lf. O~ ~01300 a cave 4' x 4.! x.15· 'Wssdestroyed at BS645975 using 
20,pounds of C-4"~ , . . . . . .., 
Ref: CO C Co AA rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 18 Mar 61. 
(Tab) D 

, ,I. 

~, ... , . - --"( 6) -- On 121600' a 600 m'long three level tunnel oomplex at 007029:38 was 
destroyed with 4820 Pounds of explosives:'i' 
Ref: SitRep IJMar67~·. 

J7) 'On 23 Mar. two caves 10m x 1m x 1m each at 00677632 were destroyed 
using 20 pounds TNT eac}f~ 

Ref; 5i tRep 2~ Mar 6~~' .. 
- _. ~. - - . 

_ '(8) .On2613~~ .. t!().cave~ 2~.'x.jt.;x_26t' ai1d.':?,'x"3'x·20·'·at $555917 ... 
were closed by fi.:v~.pounds '!'N'i' eaclJ.. ,On~1430 two .. more caves were destroyed; 
one ,2' x )' x 15' using .two 40 pourld shaped chargeS"':' 
Ref: CO Co C AA rpt GGG:ejoover 29 Mar 67.-
(Tab)E 

. ,.... (9) N~ iiJ'fE''': ~~-,Pi-c,jecte(riine-ch'arge5 were fired in vicinitY' m 
5592 in 2/7 TAOR. Five had to be man,tual.l;r detonated. 
Ref: ~ Co5itJlepof?8)1ar fll~ .... _____ .c,. __ " .. _,y. ~ •• _,_ .. , 

e. Other~.Ordnance. The following types and quan ti ties of U.5. ordnance 
were destroyed;, 

- ,... " .' 

250# 500# 1000# 3.5" WP 6emm"Mort 
:3 4 . l .... _. ... __ ,,2., ....... __ .... , .. _._ ... 3 _ .. 

~ .~ -......... "'.' : 

Atotai of jO.6'75" pound~"oF eJq;los1ves"c'ons1sting of- CJ.-; -TNT: . Line Charges. 
Cratering and Shaped Charges were expended b.Y the Battalion during March. 
R~f: 5itReps of Mar 67. 

3. TRAINING 

. a. Land Min~ Warfare antfDellloii:tion .5choois, gr::l~ua:t~d:45i.at~h~);.ai' and 
:374a.t DaNang, total 825 stu.Elents'~ EngJ.!leer unl.ts had 129 graduates .... 
Ref: Engr SitRep Recaps of 12 Mar and 26 Mar 6? 5i 6 ;', 

rG~~il~$3~W~·~~ 
OOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERV S; 

DECLASSIFIED AFTE.~R 12 YEARS:~.· ~~-\~~.'·"'~":~'~j.\'~17~'· "I~. "'~J~ 
DOD DIB 5200.10' .' 'IT - . _ :1# 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

(3) On 3 March at BS846391 destroyed one cave 25 feet long using 18
pounds of TNT.
Ref: CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 67.
(Tab) C

(4) On 060915H at BS638955 a cave 3' X 41 X 20' was destroyed by 20
pounds of C-4. Two other caves at BS633960, one 3' X 5' X 15', the other 48 X
7' X 25' about 30' apart were destroyed with 20 pounds of C-4 in each.
Ref: CO Co C AA rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 18 Mar 67.
(Tab) D

(5) On 080950 at BS632961 a cave 2' X 41 X 8 was destroyed with 10
pounds of C-4. On 101300 a cave 41 X 41 X 15' was destroyed at BS645975 using
20 pounds of C-4.
Ref: CO C Co AA rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 18 Mar 67.
(Tab) D

(6) On 121600 a 600 m long three level tunnel complex at BS702938 was
destroyed with 4820 pounds of explosives.
Ref: SitRep 13Mar67.

(7) On 23 Mar two caves 10m X 1m X lm each at BS677632 were destroyed
using 20 pounds TNT each.
Ref: SitRep 24 Mar 67.

(8) On 261300 two caves 21 X 3' X 26t and 2' x 3' X 20' at BS555917
were closed by five pounds TNT each. On 261430 two more caves were destroyed,
one 21 X 3' X 15 using two 40 pound shaped charges.
Ref: CO Co C AA rpt GG:ejoover 29 Mar 67.
(Tab) E

(9) Nine LVTE - 1 Projected line charges were fired in vicinity BS
5592 in 2/7 TAOR. Five had to be mannually detonated.
Ref: B Co SitRep of 28 Mar 67.

e. Other Ordnance. The following types and quantities of U.S. ordnance
were destroyed:

BOMBS

60mm Mort250# 1000#500# 105mm3.5" WP
4 1313 2

A total of 30,675 pounds of explosives consisting of C-4, TNT, Line Charges,
Cratering and Shaped Charges were expended by the Battalion during March.
Ref: SitReps of Mar 67.

3. TRAINING

a. Land Mine Warfare and Demolition Schools graduated 451 at Chu Lai.ar

374 at DaNang, total 825 students. Engineer units had 129 graduates.
Ref: Engr SitRep Recaps of 12 Mar and 26 Mar 67, Sit Rep of 29 Mar 67.

UNCLASSIFIEDDOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED



4. OPERATIONS 

Throughout Maroh 

1.5 Mar 1967 

20 Mar 1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
O~ration'DEsoT9 contip.u~d'inthe Due Pho Dist. 
rict (BS8037)with 2d Plat. Co C in direct supp­
ort of 3/7 (Rein).,' Additional suppor:t consist­
ing of utilit,ies men with a water purification 
and distribution unit plus a bath unit and the 
D-4 tractor with dozer blade ontemporar,yloan, 
from MAG .. l'), continued" opera:tion. The t:J:"B:Ct,or., 
operated by an equipment operator and an equip!ll~ 
ent mechanio' workedariaverage of 10 hours'a'day 
throughout March cleari.;lg fields of tire ... ~VE!t- , 
ting suppl:i.es, digging wells and pioneering roads~ 
On March 23 one SNCO and 20 men began- construc­
tion of' an operating room bunker fort-he 3/7 ' " 
Bat,talion Aid Stati.on. 'Work continued into April. 
Ref: SitRep Recaps of 12~ 26 Mar 6~~ 

SitRep of 24 Mar 67. 
CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over J480 of 9 
Mar6T. TabC 

Co "" proVi~ed' enginee~ su.:WO,rt, to,ItOXJOH)t~~ERt 
1st Ml' En convoy' frOm DaNang to Chu Lai'. At 
Bl'12~J. en l51300H; a mine !1eton.ated as, an ' 
en~neer p:r.o~d, a suspicious area in the roadway 
resulting in three Co A KIA's, two ilIA's. Convoy 
reached Chu Lai. 
Ref: SitRep_ 9!,1,? ~ar 67, ',' 

It9UqH~It:wm, cOl').voy,. to, P8N~ dep~rt.e~ Chu 4i , 
with twelve engineers. 200707H, .. ,L9qated tw miIles 
of' approx 40-50 lbs naked TNT at Br138410 on ?O 
l4)OH ~ar. Blown j,.n' place ~ing two,lbs TNT and 
21- 100,0£ C.4. , At ?()1-530li, ~VN truck pulled out 
of compoUnd at" real:' of convoy ,and det()n,at~:,~ ,lI1~ne 0' ' '7.5-100, pounds exploE3i ves • Five ,~VN 'WIA~ 
At 2015)4H a mine detonated ahead of the convqy. 
One,l,.nfantry~A SnQ. one engineer was kno~iced" , 
down by, the b1ast~ ,Mine,c~sisted of 75-100, 
pounds of exp1Qsive. .No wires, disc()vere~. , This, 
mine'was at same location where three Co A men KIA 
on 15 Mar 1967.' At-201550H'a"cow'detonated- a'mine 
of 75~100 pounds at Brlll499. ", Cow disintegrated. 
Explosion. occurred _ ahead of, area being swept:.', 
At 201605H located a soft area in the road at 
BTll54494. -Set a trunk iine of 16ft-' TNT on road 
center line. Detonated a mJ.i1e of approx 40-50 
lbs.. Arrived .at DaNa.n~ 20l9l5H Mar 6rl~' " 
Ref: CO Co B AA rpt 5~JG/jtd over 3000 o£ 23 
Mar 67. Tab A 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS' 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. ' 

DOD DlR 5200.10 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

4. OPERATIONS

Operation DESOTO continued in the Duc Pho Dist-Throughout March
rict (BS8037) with 2d Plat, Co C in direct supp-
ort of 3/7 (Rein). Additional support consist-
ing of utilities men with a water purification
and distribution unit plus a bath unit and the
D-4 tractor with dozer blade on temporary loan
from MAG-13 continued operation. The tractor,
operated by an equipment operator and an equipa-
ent mechanic worked an average of 10 hours a day
throughout March clearing fields of fire, revet-
ting supplies, digging wells and pioneering roads.
On March 23 one SNCO and 20 men began construc-
tion of an operating room bunker for the 3/7
Battalion Aid Station. Work continued into April.
Ref: SitRep Recaps of 12, 26 Mar 67.

SitRep of 24 Mar 67.
CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9
Mar 67. Tab C

15 Mar 1967 Co A provided engineer support to ROUGH RIDER
1st MT Bn convoy from DaNang to Chu Lai. At
BT124483 on 151300H, a mine detonated as an

engineer probed a suspicious area in the roadway
resulting in three Co A KIA's, two WIA's. Convoy
reached Chu Lai.
Ref: SitRep of 17 Mar 67

20 Mar 1967 ROUGH RIDER convoy to DaNang departed Chu Lai
with twelve engineers 200707H. Located two mines
of approx 40-50 lbs flaked TNT at BT138470 on 20
1430H Mar. Blown in place using two lbs TNT and
21/2 lbs of C-4. At 201530H ARVN truck pulled out
of compound at rear of convoy and detonated a mine
of 75-100 pounds explosives. Five ARVN WIA.
At 201534H a mine detonated ahead of the convoy.
One infantry WIA and one engineer was knocked
down by the blast. Mine consisted of 75-100
pounds of explosive. No wires discovered. This
mine was at same location where three Co A men KIA
on 15 Mar 1967. At 201550H a cow detonated a mine
of 75-100 pounds at BT111499. Cow disintegrated.
Explosion occurred ahead of area being swept.
At 201605H located a soft area in the road at
BT1154494. Set a trunk line of 16# TNT on road
center line. Detonated a mine of approx 40-50
lbs. Arrived at DaNang 201915H Mar 67.
Ref: CO Co B AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3000 of 23
Mar 67. Tab A

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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ROUGH RIDER, 7th Mr Bn CorNey with 15 engineers 
in support departed 2408}OH for DaNang. On. 241155 
the fifteenth truck in the convoy was destroyed!. 
by mine' apprOx 150-200 Ibs: explosive. l-iine was 
buried under three feet of rock and one foot of 
soil. Area:, had been swept and probed but no wires 
or firing devices' wera located. Two USMC KIA, 
four USMC WIA. Mine located' at BT1t3491, a.t 241845H 
convoy was' ambushed a.t B.r104508 bY' enemy employing 
mortors, recoiless rifles and small arms. One USMC 
KIA, 28 VIA. Convoy arriv.ed at DaNatIg 2421 ~OH. 
Bef: CO Engr Spt Co AA rpt WJG/ec over ;000 of 
2 A~il 1967. 
(Tab) B 

5. W.A!FER SfjfPPLY. The Battalion is operating seven water points and eight 
bath units in the Cm La;i TAOR and. two wa.ter points in the. De.Nang TAOR. 
Potable water distributed was 1,865,525 gallons. Shower water distributed. 
was 976,370 gallons. 
Ref. S;itReps for Mar 67 

6. ~. Constructed;OQa one lane road, 400m two lane road, and ca.pped, 
600m or two lane road with 6" wearing oourse.- Hauled, spread, and compacted 
;:,370 en yds; o£ fill. 
Ref, SitReps for Mar 67 

7. CIVIL AFFAmS/CIVIC ACTION. During nine MEDCAP's to the village of 
PHUOC AN at BT512015, ;08 people were given aid. 
Ref'.· MEDCAP Tm rpt :for Ma:r 61 

PARr IV 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

XC Co "»n AA rpt 5/fNJG/ jtd over ;000 of 2; Mar 67. 

CO Engr apt Co:· A.A. rpt WJG/ ec over 3000 of 2 Apr 67. 

co Co "»" AA rpt 5/V1JGhtd over ~480 of 9 Mar 61. 
w(CO. 1st Engr Bn First Endorsement of 14 Mar 67. 

co Co "C" AA rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 1'8 Mar 61. 

v( co Co "C" AA. rpt GGG:ej 0 over ~OOO o£ 29 ltar 61. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS. 
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ROUGH RIDER, 7th MT Bn convoy with 15 engineers24 March 1967
in support departed 240830H for DaNang. On 241755
the fifteenth truck in the convoy was destroyed.
by mine approx 150-200 lbs explosive. Mine was
buried under three feet of rock and one foot of
soil. Area had been swept and probed but no wires
or firing devices were located. Two USMC KIA,
four USMC WIA. Mine located at BT113497, at 241845H
convoy was ambushed at BT104508 by enemy employing
mortors, recoiless rifles and small arms. One USMC
KIA, 28 WIA. Convoy arrived at DaNang 242130H.
Ref: CO Engr Spt Co AA rpt WJG/ec over 3000 of
2 April 1967.
(Tab) B

5. WATER SUPPLY. The Battalion is operating seven water points and eight
bath units in the Chu Lai TAOR and two water points in the DaNang TAOR.
Potable water distributed was 1,865,525 gallons. Shower water distributed
was 976,370 gallons.
Ref: SitReps for Mar 67

6. ROADS. Constructed 300m one lane road, 400m two lane road, and capped
600m of two lane road with 6" wearing course. Hauled, spread, and compacted
3,370 cu yds of fill.
Ref: SitReps for Mar 67

7. CIVIL AFFAIRS/CIVIC ACTION. During nine MEDCAP's to the village of
PHUOC AN at BT572015, 308 people were given aid.
Ref: MEDCAP Tm rpt for Mar 67

PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

A XO Co "B" AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3000 of 23 Mar 67.TAB

CO Engr Spt Co AA rpt WJG/ec over 3000 of 2 Apr 67.VB

C CO Co "B" AA rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 67.

w//co 1st Engr Bn First Endorsement of 14 Mar 67.

D CO Co "C" AA rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 18 Mar 67.

E CO Co "C" AA rpt GGG:ejo over 3000 of 29 Mar 67.

UNCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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." CO~iPANY IIBli 

1st ~ill~erBattalidn 
1st Marine Division (Rein) Fl'lF 

FrQm: Executive Officer 
To.' Command;ing Of:ticer. 1 st Engineer Battalion 

Subj& Convoy Operation After Action Report 

. 
5/WJGfjtd 
~OOO 
2; Mar 1967 

Reft{a) Maps of Vietnam Serles L701, S,heats 6659 II, III; 6658 I, II 
III, IV; 6657 I, II~ 6757 Ill, IV . 

1. Code Name •. Operation Rough Rider. 

2. ~. 20 March 1961 

;. Location. Route #1 from Ch,u tal.. to DriNang. 

4. Control or Command Headquarters. . 
a. l"bjor K. H. REAGAN, 1st lI'lotor tran$port Battalion, Convoy Comm­

ander. 

5. Task Organization. Twelve engineer p~rsonnel, one officer and 11 
enlisted, .consisting of combat engineers,· bridge personnel, and M 51 
driver,. provide support to a;2 vehicle convoy. 

6. Supporting Forces,.. Not Applicable. 

7. IntelligQnce~ Convoy was advised road Was mined, had obstaoles, 
bridges oould be destroyed enroute, arid an ambush was expected. 

8. Mission. Provide direct engineer support to get tho f,:onvoy to 
DaNang. 

9. Conoept of Operation. Engin~ers were attached to the convoy to em­
ploy mine sweeping techniques, standard mili taxy bridging, and. by-pass~ 
ing measures te clear and mak~ passable the road to DaNal'l8. 

10. Exeoution 
a~ Convoy departed HaR and routo 11 at Chu Lat 20 0701H Mar 67. 
b. 20 141511 Mar 1967 COllVoY warned by ARvN operatw in area that· 

road was mined and a bat.talion. of Vi;et C0118 Was on e~ther side of the 
road. 

c. 20 1430H March 1967enooun~ered soft sand ar~in r~d .. with 
Vietnamese ve~les parked on the other siae.lnfrantty wi.th"- two , 
engineers attaohed oircled area ~. ~:tle rOad. and choc~d civ~liD.n veh .. 
1clae. Lead veh1cle had several looso lead'S· on chassis bu'\; no' other 
indioatl,ons or enemy -equipment. Engineers ohecked sides ofroadpefore 

- min~ detoot~ men moved into area in order to reduce chance of cor::unand 

'OOWNGHADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS-
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. • 
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COMPANY "B"
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
5/WJG/jtd
3000
23 Mar 1967

From: Executive Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion

Subjs Convoy Operation After Action Report

Ref: (a) Maps of Vietnam Series L701, Sheets 6659 II, III; 6658 I, II
III, IV; 6657 I, II; 6757 III, IV

1. Code Name. Operation Rough Rider.

2. Date. 20 March 1967

3. Location. Route #1 from Chu Lai to DaNang.

4. Control or Command Headquarters.
a. Major K. H. REAGAN, 1st Motor Transport Battalion, Convoy Comm-

ander.

5. Task Organization. Twelve engineer personnel, one officer and 11

enlisted, consisting of combat engineers, bridge personnel, and M 51

driver, provide support to a 32 vehicle convoy.

6. Supporting Forces. Not Applicable.

7. Intelligence. Convoy was advised road was mined, had obstacles,
bridges could be destroyed enroute, and an ambush was expected.

8. Mission. Provide direct engineer support to get the convoy to
DaNang.

9. Concept of Operation. Engineers were attached to the convoy to em-
ploy mine sweeping techniques, standard military bridging, and by-pass-
ing measures to clear and make passable the road to DaNang.

10. Execution
a. Convoy departed MSR and route #1 at Chu Lai 20 0707H Mar 67.
b. 20 1415H Mar 1967 convoy warned by ARVN operating in area that

road was mined and a battalion of Viet Cong was on either side of the
road.

C. 20 1430H March 1967 encountered soft sand area in road with
Vietnamese vehicles parked on the other side. Infrantry with two
engineers attached circled area in the road and checked civilian veh-
iclee. Lead vehicle had several loose leads on chassis but no other
indications of enemy equipment. Engineers checked sides of road before
mine detector men moved into area in order to reduce chance of command

UNCLASSIFIED
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"i&JL~UU.l • 
oontrollod mine. ooated two mines 01 a];lllroximately 40-50 pounds 
flaked TNT and destroyed in place with two pounds T!U' and two and one 
half pounds of 0-4, at GO BT 138470. 

d. 20 1530H March 1967 AR'lN truck which pulled out of a compound 
at rear of convoy was doo~royed Qy u mine of approximately 75-100 pounds 

explosive. Five 1IRV1~ WL. an:!. evacuated at GC BT 138468. 
e. 20 1534H Narch 1967 mine was det.)nated at head of stopped co.voy 

as engineer personnel and security moved forward along sides of road to 
check for wires. One infantry W!1 not evacuated and one engineer knooked 
down by the blast and struck by a rock. Hine consisted of approximately 
15-100 pounds explosive. No wires descovered in area. This occurred at 
the same cut in the road where three WHO ~ recieved on the way down 
at GC BT :1-24484. 

f. 20 1550H March 1967 cow detontltecl a mine of approximately 75-100 
pounds explosive. C,)W was disintegrated at GC BT 111499. Explosion 
occurren ahead of aroaongineers were working on. 

g. 20 1605H March 1967 came to soft area in road and could not lo­
cated a mine at GO BT 115494 but placed a tru~{ line charge of 16 pounds 

. TNT along center of road. Detontlted. a mine or approximately 40~50 pv~nds 
T1~. Recovered a pressure electrical firing device which was tcrned over 
to Major ru::.:iGliN, 1st Motor Transport, for further delivery to G-}, 1st 
Marine Division. 

h. 20 1915H March 1967 convoy arriVed in 1st Hotor Transport Com­
pound. Operation c0mplete •. 

11. Results. lifo vehicles lost in COli.voy, six mines encoUntered with 
two personnel Wlh, and one Viet Cong firing device recovered intaot. 

12. i>dminstrative l>Iatters. Not .LJ.pplicable •. 

13. Special J!]ouipment ann Techniques. When sanel or earth fi11or1 areas 
were enoountered in the stretch of r(lacl mini)s were not .~eteotable with 
the P-153 mine detector. There were so many rocks in this soil and sand 
that the k.N/FRS 4 was not used. Personnel woulrl make a swoop in the 
area along the shoulders to locate wires and then begin a ?robe of the 
area. mines were buried at a depth of two to three feet. 

14. Cmnrrnnc1ers l1nalysis. The technique employed kept two people definite­
ly from being c"sualties. Had inrlivLtual$ been uj? on the road. Even 
at a distance of 50 meters, the blast and~debris could have resulted in 
defini to casual ties •. The Viet Cong mines 1 appeared to be oonfined to 
the 80ft areas c)f the road. No hard surfs.ce areas wera mined. 

15. Reoou1meniations. Shoulders of the r~ad should bo checked for wire 
prior to tho approach of a mine detector man. wnen soft areas are check­
ed an AN/FRS 4 mine detector should be used since the P-153 will not 
detect the minimum metal used in the blas'ii minGs enconntered. 

o fA i 

'v. J. 
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CONCIDER

controlled mine. Located two mines of approximately 40-50 pounds
flaked TNT and destroyed in place with two pounds TNT and two and one
half pounds of C-4, at GC BT 138470.

d. 20 1530H March 1967 ARVN truck which pulled out of a compound
at rear of convoy was dostroyed by a mine of approximately 75-100 pounds

explosive. Five ARVN WI. and evacuated at GC BT 138468.
e. 20 1534H March 1967 mine was detonated at head of stopped convoy

as engineer personnel and security moved forward along sides of road to
check for wires. One infantry WIA not evacuated and one engineer knocked
down by the blast and struck by a rock. Mine consisted of approximately
75-100 pounds explosive. No wires descovered in area. This occurred at
the same cut in the road where three USMC KIA recieved on the way down
at GC BT 124484.

f. 20 1550H March 1967 cow detonated a mine of approximately 75-100
pounds explosive. Cow was disintegrated at GC BT 111499. Explosion
occurred ahead of area engineers were working on.

g. 20 1605H March 1967 came to soft area in road and could not lo-
cated a mine at GC BT 115494 but placed a trunk line charge of 16 pounds
TNT along center of road. Detonated a mine or approximately 40-50 pounds
TNT. Recovered a pressure electrical firing device which was turned over
to Major REAGAN, 1st Motor Transport, for further delivery to G-3, 1st
Marine Division.

h. 20 1915H March 1967 convoy arrived in 1st Motor Transport Com-
pound. Operation complete.

11. Results. No vehicles lost in convoy, six mines encountered with
two personnel WIA, and one Viet Cong firing device recovered intact.

12. Adminstrative Matters. Not Applicable.

13. Special Equipment and Techniques. When sand or earth filled areas
were encountered in the stretch of road mines were not detectable with
the P-153 mine detector. There were so many rocks in this soil and sand
that the AN/FRS 4 was not used. Personnel would make a sweep in the
area along the shoulders to locate wires and then begin a probe of the
area. mines were buried at a depth of two to three feet.

14. Commanders Analysis. The technique employed kept two people definite-
ly from being casualties. Had individual$ been up on the road. Even
at a distance of 50 meters, the blast débris could have resulted in
definite casualties. The Viet Cong mines appeared to be confined to
the soft areas of the road. No hard surface areas were mined.

15. Recommendations. Shoulders of the ripad should be checked for wire
prior to the approach of a mine detector man. When soft areas are check-
ed an AN/PRS 4 mine detector should be used since the P-153 will not
detect the minimum metal used in the blast mines enconntered.

UNCLASSIFIEDW. GLEESON
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ENGnTEER ~'UPPORT COMPANY 
1'st'EngiIieer Battalion, '~ 

i'st 'Narin:eD~v±si:(:Il: (Rein)-F~ '. 
I' •. '<;: ,:~. 

. ," ~ '. 1 • :" 

,WJG!eo i,,-: 
~DOO,', ' 
2 Apr:' 67 

From: ' Oorrunal1.ding Offl.cer' '. .. 
To:Oomiilahdiitg orficer"~'st Eagineer,~ttal.ion, >I," 1.'" 

...,. ,". ... 
.,.' .-' 

Subj:' Convoy ~ter AotiOn Report 
ii" ' ••.•.. 

Ref: (a) Maps of Vietnam Series L70i, Sheets 6659 II, IlIa· 6658 I,'II 
III~' IV, :8651 I, IIi 6757 III, IV·' '.'.i '. ..' 

Code Name. Operation Rough Rider. 1. - " .. . 

2. nate. 24 :f.19.t-ch: '1967 . ", . l; 

.' .~ . ' .. " 
;e Loca.tion. Route //t1 from Ohu Lai to DaNang. 

'.. .·~·.i . ~"~,....::.'~.~;::_~. ',,: ;.", 

4. Oontrol or Command Headquarters. 
a. Capta.iri:Robert:W~ :sMI'l'H,"B".Opmpany, ;11ih ,~:to:t:TrM-sp'()r1;" .,' 

Battalion,Oonvoy C·o~<l:er.,' ' 
-" ' ~ ~ ,- . 

, '. 

5~ t~sk Organiza.,tion. !Vwenty~two (22) engineer personnel Qonsisting 
;'cifoneengineer officer, ~sevenbridging p'ersonnel., eleven, (11) oombat 
enginEiers~ andthree'(;) M 5'1 drivers,'provide support to' aiorty'(40) 
vehicle convoy.;' " , , , , . ' .. ':, ," .. :, , ' 

6. • Supportfuet Fer ces. :sa ttalion.: .. 

>j .' '. .. . .' 

Seven .. bridge,personnel from 9th EJ;;gineer 
• • "'.:.' ," ,+' " ~ 

, " 

'" :'" '" . r " 

7~ ~telligence. Road would 'be iUinedand ambush 'was expected, ' 

8. i-Iissioli..' Pro"4de d:i.r~ct engineer support fop mov~m..e!rj;, .oJ' 90tl.Y9Y; to " 
D:illan~i", ,'''. ' , . ,: ,,' .' '" ' , 

9~' concept of "Operation~, Eng:i,neers'wou~a empJ,oy tl;i:ne dl?:liecting'tE;chnlques, 
bridging capabilities;' and li~ ted road: bUildingmesures·to ' make : the roa.,d 
passable':,~6 DQHang~ '" . '. . 'ar7~~'" 

- • '@ I" (fi)n!AI ((\l Ml .-

10.'ll1JCecuti~n':' '. ,; ,," " , I, tW~tJ~j'©~JU[f'~re'iJ 
a.' 'Convoy departed MSR 8.ridrou1;e#1'at24i:,O~ .', I.£/.YJ 
b. Engbleer Officer' advised' tha't '·road, from check IiOih~34 W-:~,QQJ" 

point 28 appeared Llined. Task Force Xray engmeer officer met convoy .. a.t ,. 
TarJky 24' 10}OR Mar67. , 

0.,24 1150H &1.'67. Convoy arrived checlc point 341 GO BT 150453 and 
engineers prepared to sweep road.' :., 

.J 

d.24 1340HMar67. 'Coomenoed,sweep by having twooen sweep sides of 
road for connand"wires. Swept each soft area of road with ANjPRS-4 trine 

"",~::·'deteote,r_.,:~·De1ector worke<b~~-tcl8B5-~hbj~il ~~&S~ soall rocks a.t 

DECLASgg~EgI:F~~~o~~YE~~ A1 Cg~,7,rJ~[J]'gJt 
DECLASSIFIED 
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words REMITTLE
ENGINEER SUPPORT COMPANY
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
WJG/ec
3000
2 Apr 67

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer 1st Engineer Battalion

Subj: Convoy After Action Report

(a) Maps of Vietnam Series L701, Sheets 6659 II, III; 6658 I, IIRef:
III, IV; 6657 I, II; 6757 III, IV

1. Code Name. Operation Rough Rider.

2. Date. 24 March 1967

3. Location. Route # from Chu Lai to DaNang.

4. Control or Command Headquarters,
a. Captain Robert W. SMITH, "B" Company, 7th Motor Transport

Battalion, Convoy Commander.

5. Task Organization. Twenty-two (22) engineer personnel consisting
of one engineer officer, seven bridging personnel, eleven (11) combat
engineers, and three (3) M 51 drivers, provide support to a forty (40)
vehicle convoy.

6. Supporting Forces. Seven bridge personnel from 9th Engineer
Battalion.

7. Intelligence. Road would be mined and ainbush was expected.

8. Mission. Provide direct engineer support for movement of convoy to
DaNang.

9. Concept of Operation. Engineers would employ nine detecting techniques,
bridging capabilities, and limited road building measures to make the road
passable to Dallang.

UNICLASSIFIED
10. Execution

a. Convoy departed MSR and route #1 at 24 0830H Mar67
b. Engineer Officer advised that road from check point 34 to check

point 28 appeared mined. Task Force Xray engineer officer net convoy at
Tanky 24 1030H Mar67.

C. 24 1150H Mar67. Convoy arrived check point 34 GC BT 150453 and
engineers prepared to sweep road.

d. 24 134OH Mar67. Commenoed sweep by having two men sweep sides of
road for connand wires. Swept each soft area of road with AN/PRS-4 mine
detector. Detector workedDO 11 locating bits of metal and snall rocks atVIGGATED RT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
BTabDOD DIR 5200.10
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18" to 24". :Probed ea.ch area. whieh r¢gistered a reading. 

. .' .. "~ ... ..." 

e. 24 1500H fur67. Encountere.d ,vietnauese rice truck which had been 
destroyed by a nine at GO BT 1<38468. }1ine was of 40-50 pounds of explo­
sives. R~woved wreok and proceeded.,.', 

f. 24 1745H }1ar61. COl:lpleteclfoot sweep. No nines encotUltered. 
g. 24 1755H Jrhr67. Fifteenth (1:5th) truck in convoy was destroyed 

by r.line of approxinately 150-200 pounds explosive. IvIine was buried under 
three feet of rock and one foot of soil. Area bad been swept and probed, 
no wires or firing devices were found pr~or to or after.the explosion •. 
Two USNO KIi~, four USl-'IO\vIL~ J .. truck total1-y des iiroyed, wreckage wes .renovi;id 
and crater filled. " Location of oine was GO BT 112497. 

h. 24 1:845H ~19.r61. Convoy Ca.I:1e into heavy anbush at GO I3T,104508 
eneny eqployed nortars, recoilless rifle's and sooll a.ros. One USND KIA 
and 28,USMC~fIA,.\'· 

i. 24 11.30H M3.r61. Con~oy arrived 1 st· ·lt1o tor Tran~port . Battalion OP. 
, " ':. 

11. Results. Three vehioles ~ost in convoy, one to a nine. CunulativG 
casualties, three USNO KU and tvlCnty-eight \VIJ.. c(whichtw<? WIA were 
engineer personnel. 

12. .Ll.dninistrative :Matters. Not ':'pplicable. 

13. Special Eguipnen t and Teclilligue's. 'ANjPRS-4' Dine detector used tc 
detect non-u.etallic nines. Ti'lO engineer personnel' used to .locate cor:1i.lffid 
wires in initial sweep to flanks of soft areas of road. 

. , . . 

14. CODnanders Im.alysis.. Technique enployodvT~s not sUffiCient to ioeate 
the nine' encountered. It was intended for .. the return Rough Ridor tq 
ecploy the M58 line charge in three lines down soft areas of road. 
Viet C.ong nines were confined to soft areas of the rondo 

The nain· .:purpose of thi.s convoy is .to prove to the Viet Cong that 
we control the road. The purpose can not be served when convoy is halted ~ 
for a period of five hours in the !lined section, thus giving the'eneny .. 
tWe to react and set in ,an effective anbush. 

115. RecofJnendQ~:tions·. That a. sweep tean clear th~ nined section prior to 
the convoy 1 s arrival. This would require sufficient security and could 
definitely be effective if using the LVT 1:8 M58 line charge. This charge 
should either. detonate .the r.1ine, destroy th~ firing device, or cut conmand 
wires, tJiII.T"of whioh actions wodld-render'the fline useless. ' 

. This recoonendation is based on the fact that the convoy oUst oove 
out of the killing' zon~ of the anbush rapidly or through it. \ii th the 
area ahead r:ri.ned the convoy has no free nover:1ont. If a prior swoep is 

. not possible, aq'dit{onal security ·sould be providc4 ixl. order t..~a;t, if 
stopped, the oonvoy would not be decinated. .:.n on call "Bald Eagle" 
would serve this Sfltle prinoiple.· .~~ 

N2~··· .~ 
W. J. GLEESON ~~ . 

bOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; ~~':~'~":,.,,1.7><,S'=?- i.,. 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS • 
.. ...-..:~ , • .i~:,;.,;. DOD DIR 5200.lQ 
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CONFIDENTIAL

18" to 24" Probed each area which registered a reading.
e. 24 1500H Mar67. Encountered Vietnanese rice truck which had been

destroyed by a mine at GC BT 138468. Mine was of 40-50 pounds of explo-
sives. Removed wreck and proceeded.

f. 24 1745H Mar67. Completed foot sweep. No nines encountered.
g. 24 1755H Mar67. Fifteenth (15th) truck in convoy was destroyed

by nine of approxinately 150-200 pounds explosive. Mine was buried under
three feet of rock and one foot of soil. Area had been swept and probed,
no wires or firing devices were found prior to or after the explosion.
Two USMC KIA, four USMC WIA, truck totally destroyed, wreckage was removed
and crater filled. Location of nine was GC BT 113497.

h. 24 1845E Mar67. Convoy came into heavy anbush at GC BT 104508
enery employed mortars, recoilless rifles and small arms. One USMC KIA
and 28. USMC WIA.

i. 24 1130H Mar67. Convoy arrived 1st Motor Transport Battalion CP.

11. Results. Three vehicles lost in convoy, one to a nine. Cumulative
casualties, three USMC KL and twenty-eight WIs of which two WIA were
engineer personnel.

12. Administrative Matters. Not Applicable.

13. Special Equipment and Techniques. AN/PRS-4 nine detector used tc
detect non-retallic nines. Two engineer personnel used to locate command
wires in initial sweep to flanks of soft areas of road.

14. Connanders Analysis. Technique employed was not sufficient to locate
the nine encountered. It was intended for the return Rough Rider to
employ the M58 line charge in three lines down soft areas of road.
Viet Cong nines were confined to soft areas of the road.

The main purpose of this convoy is to prove to the Viet Cong that
we control the road. The purpose can not be served when convoy is halted
for a period of five hours in the nined section, thus giving the enery
time to react and set in an effective anbush.

15. Recommendations, That a sweep tean clear the nined section prior to
the convoy's arrival. This would require sufficient security and could
definitely be effective if using the LVT 1E M58 line charge. This charge
should either detonate the nine, destroy the firing device, or cut connand
wires, any of which actions would-render the nine useless.

This recommendation is based on the fact that the convoy must move
out of the killing zone of the anbush rapidly or through it. With the
area ahead mined the convoy has no free movement. If a prior sweep is
not possible, additional security sould be provided in order that, if
stopped, the convoy would not be decinated. in on call "Bald Eagle"
would serve this sane principle.

w Eluson
W. J. GLEESON
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DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. DONE

DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED



'-- ~.- ... -.. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
3/RP/m'l. 
3480 
14 Mar 1967 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO "B" Co AA Rpt 5!\rlJG! jtd over )480 of 9 Mar 1967 

Frotll: 
To: 

Subj: 

Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion 
Cc~~anding Officer, 7th Marine Regiment 

Combat Operation After Action Report 

1. Readdressed and forwarded. 

2. Concur in that portion of the recommendation regarding the use of 
cratering charges. There can be no general policy regarding the n~~ber 
of mine detectors that should be taken on an operation vlith arw giv~n 
uni t. The foregoing should be based upon intellife:.1.Ce info'!"Tt1ation and 
the nature of the operation. A minimum of three mine detectors will be 
taken with each platoon. 

C. O. NEt>1l'ON 

COI'jr to: 
CO "Bn Co lstEngrBn 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS-
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. . 

DOD DIR 5200.10 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3/RP/mz
3480
14 Mar 1967

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO "B" Co AA Rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 1967

From: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion
Commanding Officer, 7th Marine RegimentTo:

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

1. Readdressed and forwarded.

2. Concur in that portion of the recommendation regarding the use of
cratering charges. There can be no general policy regarding the number
of mine detectors that should be taken on an operation with any given
unit. The foregoing should be based upon intelligence information and
the nature of the operation. A minimum of three mine detectors will be
taken with each platoon.

C. 0. NEWTON

Copy to:
CO "B" Co 1stEngrBn
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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3480 
14 Mar 1967 

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO nBff Co AA Rpt 5/frlJG/jtd over )480 of 9 Mar 1967 

From: Ccnnnanding Officel',. 1st Engineer Battalion 
To: COIlhllanding Officer, 7th Horine Regiment 

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report 

1. Readdressed and fonlarded. 

2. Concur in that portion of the recommendation regarding the use of 
cratering charges. There can be no general polic;r J:esarding the number 
of mine detectors that should be taken en an operat:!.on ~jith any given 
unit. The foregoing should be based upon intellire:lce informatio!'l and 
the nat'.1~e of the operation. A minimum of three nAne detectors "rill be 
taken i.oJith each pl;:.toon. 

C. o. NE\oJTON 

Copy to: 
CO l1Bl1 Co lBtEngrBn 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

3/RP/mz
3480
14 Mar 1967

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on CO "B" Co AA Rpt 5/WJG/jtd over 3480 of 9 Mar 1967

From: Commanding Officer 1st Engineer Battalion
Commanding Officer, 7th Marine RegimentTo:

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

1. Readdressed and forwarded.

2. Concur in that portion of the recommendation regarding the use of

cratering charges. There can be no general policy regarding the number
of mine detectors that should be taken on an operation with any given
unit. The foregoing should be based upon intelligence information and

the nature of the operation. A minimum of three mine detectors will be
taken with each platoon.

C.O. NEWTON

Copy to:

CO "B" Co 1stEngrBn

DECLASSIFIED
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1st Engineer ~ttai~on 
1st I'Erina Division ~liein) ]'HF 

FPO; San l!'mncisco, Ualifornia 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: 'potJrnallding Officer, 1st Engineor Battalion 

, , 

Subj l Uombat Uperation Aftot l'Ct:l..on Repo~t 

5/WJG/jtd 
3480 
9 I'<Jar 1907 

Ref: (a) l'Japs of Vietnam Serios L7014 Shoots 6na I and 68;8 IV 

e 1. Code Name. Operr:Jt1on Dc Soto/Deckhouse VI. 

2. ~. 26 }'ebruary 1967 to 4 harch 1967. 

3. Locatiori. Due Pho, Vietnam. 

4. Control or Oommand Hoadgu.arters. 
a. Commanding Goneral, Task Ji'orco X-Ray - Brigadier General 'vI." A. 

ST ILBS, UShC. 
b. CO~£Bnding Officer, Seventh ~~rines - Colonel C. C. CROSSFIELD, 

USMC. 
c. Cor.~nding Officer, 1st 

Colonel P. L • .dn.GAff£W~, USNe 
d. COIIU:J.anding Officer, "B" 

Captain J. N. fE'I'ERS0H, USNC. 
e. COIlllrBnding Officer, I. ;'C" 

Captain B. J ~ C.!l::;~iELL, USIvlC. 
f. ComI,lLlnding Offioer, "D" 

Captain J. J. C.i.HTY, US1'lC. 

Battalion, Fifth Marines 

Company, 1st :&lttdlion; 

COmpiUl,Y, 1st Battalion, 

Coopan,y, 1st .B.::.ttalion. 

- Lieu.tenant 

E'ifth HSlrines, 

l!'ifth Narines t 

Fifth l'1arines, 

5. Task Orgcmiz2tion. One squad of enginoers was attachQd tu f}lch of three 
Conpanics of the 1st ilattC:!lion, Fifth H.arinos. ;l~toon Hoadqw:irtcrs was 
attached to tllG 1st Battalion, Fifth l'larines Headquarters group. hBfl " 

Cor.l1x:ny Headqu.arters groul') WilS attached to Task ]'orce X-Ray HeadquOlrters. ,. 

6. S11Pliorting Forces. Not .i.pplicable. 

7., Intolligneoe. Estioa~,es of the area of operation indicated strong 
resistance would be encountered with enemw forces having well fortified 
posi tions, extensives cgves, and an excellent complement of arose 

8. I'ussion. To provide direct cOLlbat engineer sup,;, ort for the Task 
Force X-Ray Headquarters and direct supl'ort to the 1st Battalion Fifth 
l'1arinos. 

DECLASSIFIED

COMPANY "B"

1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO, San Francisco, California 96602
5/WJG/jtd
3480GUEST
9 Mar 1907

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion

Subj: Combat Operation After action Report

Ref: (a) Maps of Vietnam Serios L7014 Sheets 6738 I and 6838 IV

1. Code Name. Operation De Soto/Deckhouse VI.

2. Date. 26 February 1967 to 4 March 1967.

3. Location. Duc Pho, Victnam.

4. Control or Command Hoadquarters.
a. Commanding General, Task Force X-Ray - Brigadier General W. A.

STILES, USMC.
b. Commanding Officer, Seventh Marines - Colonel C. C. CROSSFIELD,

USMC.
C. Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines - Lieutenant

Colonel P. L. HILGARTNER, USMC
d. Commanding Officer, "B" Company, 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines,

Captain J. N. PETERSON, USMC.
e. Commanding Officer, Company, 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines,

Captain 3. Jd CASWELL, USMC.
f. Commanding Officer, "D" Company, 1st Buttalion, Fifth Marines,

Captain J. J. CARTY, USMC.

5. Task Organization. One squad of engineers was attached to each of three
Companies of the 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines. Platoon Hoadquarters was
attached to the 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines Headquarters group. "B"
Company Headquarters group was attached to Task Force X-Ray Headquarters.

6. Supporting Forces. Not Applicable.

7. Intellignece. Estimates of the area of operation indicated strong
resistance would be encountered with enemy forces having well fortified
positions, extensives caves, and an excellent complement of arms.

8. Mission. To provide direct combat engineer support for the Task
Force X-Ray Headquarters and direct support to the 1st Battalion Fifth
Marines.

UNCLASSIFIED
9. Concept of Operation. Search and destroy operation was conducted in
conjunction with 3rd Battalion, Seventh Marines, the SLF, 1st Battalion

FourthMarines, 1st Battadi Fifth Marines and two Battalions ofDOWN GRADED YEAR INTERVALS:
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

Tabc
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• ARVN Rangers. , 
10. Execution. 

a. iJo.rning order received on 23 E'obruary 1967 of a rOtiimentul S~~c;". 
operation in the Due Fho area. 

b. 24 0830H February 1967 1st Platoun, liB" 'CompaI\Y dopurtod engineer 
cotlmand post and reported to S-3 1 st Battalion, Fifth Narines at Hill 54. 

O. 25 1600H Fcbruua, 1967 1st Lieutenant Gliiilli:Su:N and eight I!len-dE;lps'J::t­
ed LQ.,iing ~one Penguin (BT 543018) and displaced with Regimental Head­
quarters to NUl Dane Hill. 

rl. 26 0830H Februnry 1967 Lieutenant GLEESOh and four mon departed 
Nui Dang, GC-BS 8153851 for lift to Nui Tho, C:S 778469) usr·iC ~~rtillery 
at this position had suspected booby traps and mines. Sweep team checked 

with probes and P-153 mine detector, discovered two 105 rounds, throe 60mm 
mortar rounds, anrl one 57rrw. rccoi1ess rifle round. Destroyed all using 
five pounds of C-4. Toam had to return by helicopter to Chu La1 in' ordGr 
to return to l1ui Dang the nc>.xt day, D.t 27 0830& February 1961. 

o. 26 1000H February 1967 engineer 1.Ulits with 1/5 lifted to opGration 
urea from MllG-36. Second' Squad with "GIf Compi1Dy 1/5 destroyed a smal1--­

·<;D.ve Clnd \>lP {;renade at GC-DS 753381 using seven pounds of TIIT. 
f. 27 February 1967 Second Sqmd with ,Ie" CJmpany, 1/5 aestroyecl one 

500 pound b'.)mb at GC-BS 753381 using tw,) und ono half pounds of 0-4. 
Second Squad also destr;)yed sr~l1 cave at GC-BS 75,+392 with soven and one 
half pounds of C-4.: Second Sqund ala 0 destr()yed a bunker at GC-J3S758402 

.' using 10 'pounds of TnT and 10 pounds of C-4. . 
g. 28 Ir'ebruary'1967 Plato,m hobdquarterswith 1/5 headquarters destroy­

ed 10 rounds of 60mm 'vfI> mortar aL"L1Uniticn USil'l.c:; two ani ono half pounds of 
0-4 at GC-J3S 770395. Plato;.n hcadqt1'1rtors destroyed two caves a.t Ge-TIS 
775tD2; one 3UO Dotors in length seven to 1U feot bolcJW Gr<)unri level with 
1 UOO pounds vf 0-4 ant tho other cave 25 meters in len" th using 150 pounds 
of C-4 with eight; feot of ground c over. The pIa toe-,n des troyed two 3.5 
heat rounds at GC-1S 791416 using two and one half I)(.unC[S of 0-4. 

Second Squad destroyed concrete bunker at GC-BS 779399 with 36 pounds 
of T}]T. i\t the sarno position the squad (lestroye:l one 3.5 WP round, cne 
HE ,.5 round, and two H-26 grenades using five p(;unds 'r:NT. The squad also 
destrc)yed a bunker of culvert using six p'Junds of TNT anll seven pounds 
of C-4 at GC-777397. 

h. 1 N:lrch 1967 Plato:n headquc'lrters groul' ctestr.,lyed one 50C pound 
b)mb olnd ono 10C(J pound bomb at GC-DS 788413 using 1i) pounds of C-4. 

Second Sqund destroyed one Wp round at GC-BS 796428 using -~ p01.Uld of 
O-/h 

,First Squad with "B" Comparw 1/5, destroyed one 500 pound bomb at 
GC-13S 8()311-23 with five pounds C-4, ,me 250 pound bomb at GC-BS 8C2418 
wi th two awl one half pounds of C-4 ann. TNT; and 60lillJ mortar rouna at 
GO-DS 804424 using two and one half pounr1.s of 0-4. 

i. 2 Harch 1967 First Squad destroyed one 250 pound boob and one 
3.5 v~ round at GC-BS 787416 using two pounds of C-4. 

Second SquasJ de~truyed one 500 pounrl bomb at GC-BS 801422fw"'})~ 0 am 
one half PJunds of C-4. Tho squad also destroyed one 5C() ~) , 

two and one half pounds of C-4 at GC-J3S 9()4424 Cbt!,41 (ri) 
Lance Corporal RUBILLO, H. C. was Inodivaced with sprained a • ~f~~ 
j. 3 l~rch 1967 Company headquarters lifted from nui Dang, B3 8"5f~tj>l 

to Nui Ca,u, GC-3S 845382, with two teams. Destroyed one cove 12(: l!!/ 
in length with 1 U to 1 ()() feet of overhead c over using 16\;0 pounds 
cratering chnrges at GCD~~~~~DDcstr~ed one cave with three 

l!. AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AF';t'ER 12 YEARS, 

DOD DIRS200.10 ~
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CONE ATHAI

ARVN Rangers.

10. Execution.
a. Warning order received on 23 February 1967 of a regimental sludi

operation in the Duc Pho area.
b. 24 0830H February 1967 1st Platoon, "3" 'Company departed engineer

command post and reported to S-3 1st Battalion, Fifth Marines at Hill 54.
C. 25 1600H Febrouay 1967 1st Lieutenant GLEESON and eight men depart-

ed Landing Zone Penguin (BT 543018) and displaced with Regimental Head-

quarters to Nui Dang Hill.
d. 26 0830H February 1967 Lieutenant GLEESON and four men departed

Nui Dang, GC-BS 815385, for lift to Nui Tho, (es 776469) USMC Artillery
at this position had suspected booby traps and nines. Sweep team checked
with probes and P-153 mine detector, discovered two 105 rounds, three 60mm

mortar rounds, and one 57mm recoiless rifle round. Destroyed all using
five pounds of C-4. Team had to return by helicopter to Chu Lai in order
to return to Nui Dang the next day, at 27 0830H February 1967.

e. 26 1000H February 1967 engineer units with 1/5 lifted to operation
area from MAG-36. Second Squad with "C" Company 1/5 destroyed a small
cave and WP grenade at GC-BS 753381 using seven pounds of TNT.

f. 27 February 1967 Second Squad with "C" Company, 1/5 destroyed one

500 pound bomb at GC-BS 753381 using two and one half pounds of C-4.
Second Squad also destroyed small cave at GC-BS 754392 with seven and one
half pounds of C-4. Second Squad also destroyed a bunker at GC-BS758402
using 10 pounds of TNT and 10 pounds of C-4.

g. 28 February 1967 Platoon headquarters with 1/5 headquarters destroy-
ed 10 rounds of 60mm WP mortar ammunition using two and one half pounds of
C-4 at GC-BS 770395. Platoon headquarters destroyed two caves at GC-BS
775402; one 300 meters in length seven to 10 feet below ground level with
1000 pounds of C-4 and the other cave 25 meters in len. th using 150 pounds
of C-4 with eight feet of ground cover. The platoon destroyed two 3.5
heat rounds at GC-BS 791416 using two and one half pounds of C-4.

Second Squad destroyed concrete bunker at GC-BS 779399 with 36 pounds
of TNT. At the same position the squad destroyed one 3.5 WP round, one
HE 3.5 round, and two M-26 grenades using five pounds TNT. The squad also
destroyed a bunker of culvert using six pounds of TNT and seven pounds
of C-4 at GC-777397.

h. 1 March 1967 Platoon headquarters group destroyed one 500 pound
bomb and one 1000 pound bomb at GC-3S 788413 using 10 pounds of C-4.

Second Squad destroyed one WP round at GC-BS 796428 using 201 pound of
C-4.

First Squad with "B" Company 1/5, destroyed one 500 pound bomb at
GC-BS 801423 with five pounds C-4, one 250 pound bomb at GC-BS 802418
with two and one half pounds of C-4 and TNT, and 60mm mortar round at
GC-BS 804424 using two and one half pounds of C-4.

i. 2 March 1967 First Squad destroyed one 250 pound bomb and one
3.5 WP round at GC-BS 787416 using two pounds of C-4.

Second Squad destroyed one 500 pound bomb at GC-BS 801422 with two and

one half pounds of C-4. The squad also destroyed one 500 pound
two and one half pounds of C-4 at GC-BS 904424

Lance Corporal RUBILLO, M. C. was medivaced with sprained ankle.
j. 3 March 1967 Company headquarters lifted from Nui Dang, BS 816385,

to Nui Cau, GC-BS 845382, with two teams. Destroyed one cave 120 meters
in length with 10 to 100 feet of overhead cover using 1600 pounds of
cratering charges at GC RS 816384 Destroyed one cave with three toDOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED
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• , ~ 'Ii; !:l~i1.n; ml!4 
10 fa - over'hear~:' cover ing nino -"ounrls 'IlIT. Lcngth uf cave was 1\) foet, 
location was ai" GC-BS tl;~6391. Dosuoyed une C;3.VO 25 feet long with six 
to 10 fect,of':ovorhoad using 18 IJountls of Tl~T st GC-J3S 846392. 

k. 4 Narch 1967 Opora tion DE) Sotu/Declu'louse Vlo~\(lcd. 

11. Rcsul ts. Ono oDtSinoor casool ty modtvac G(~. l!'ollowin",; i taos des trvyed 
using 16,),:, pounds of chd.ri:cs, 1212~ 1'0unds 0-4, and 13C1- pounds TnT: 

a. Two ]'1126 g::.'onados. 
b. Two 25(' round b~mbs. 
c. Five yc pound. bombs. 
cit Ono 1 ()l,() p·,)und. bomb. 
e. ~hree 3.5 rocket rounds. 
f. Two 1 ("5 rounds. 
g. 1 if 6Crnm n:orto.r r"unds. 
h. One 57r:u::l recoilless ruund. 
1. Two "fl' r:;remdc:s. 
j. 45;) facters of cave c()mplex (six caves). 
k. 'i'hroe bU!1..kors. 

. ~.--
12. Adr.linistr'ltive Hatters. Not lipI,licable. 

13. §l2..~Q.io.l E;'1uipment and Techniauos.. l~ot l1fcplicable. ," 

14. CODI:';0n~ers iinalysis. OperclticD Dc Sot<)/DoCkhuuso VI was a successful 
oper2tion in which the enginecrs were vlell utilized. Several items of or­
dimmc8 Were rlestruyecl thus donyil\;; future 1B e by enerJY forcGs. Cratoring 
char;::es gave the nost complete destruction of caves due to the heaviIlt-:: ef­
fect. Spaced at intervals cf 1() to 15 feet for large overhead cover and 
23 to 25 feet for shullvw overhead extonsive destruction is insured. Fur­
thermoro the gases released by this oxlJlcsive dQny furthor usc of uny sec­
tions,which escape the blast. 

15. RocommendatLm. That cratering ch',rgos be used as· Duch as possible 
in the dcstructicn of caves and bunkers. Only une nine cletoctcr shculd be 
carried. per enr..:inecr ).::18to.m. Ex]?erience has indicated that detectors 
arc infrequently used :m :~;lioratijlls ".'f this D8ture. They bcco,,;e subject 
t~ pbuse due to conditions Eln(i a hi(,hGr deadline rate may rosul t frcrJ this 
type of usc. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.' 
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13

10 feet overhead cover using nine rounds TNT. Length of cave was 10 feet,
location was at GC-BS 846391. Destroyed one cave 25 feet long with six
to 10 feet of overhead using 18 pounds of TNT at GC-BS 846392.

k. 4 March 1967 Operation De Soto/Deckhouse VI oaded.

11. Results. One engineer casualty medivaced. Following items destroyed
using 1600 pounds of charges, 1212 pounds C-4, and 130 1/2 pounds TNT:

a. Two M26 (genades.
b. Two 250 pound bombs.

C. Five 500 pound bombs.
d. One 1000 pound bomb.
e. Three 3.5 rocket rounds.
f. Two 105 rounds.
g. 14 60mm mortar rounds.
h. One 57mm recoilless round.
i. Two WP grenades.
j. 450 meters of cave com plex (six caves).
k. Three bunkers.

12. Administrative Matters. Not Applicable.

13. Special Equipment and Techniques. Not Applicable.

14. Commanders Analysis. Operation De Soto/Deckhouse VI was a successful
operation in which the engineers were well utilized. Several items of or-
dinance were destroyed thus denying future use by enery forces. Cratering
charges gave the most complete destruction of caves due to the heaving ef-
fect. Spaced at intervals of 10 to 15 feet for large overhead cover and
20 to 25 feet for shallow overhead extensive destruction is insured. Fur-
thermore the gases released by this explosive deny further use of any sec-
tions which escape the blast.

15. Recommendation. That cratering charges be used as much as possible
in the destruction of caves and bunkers. Only one mine detector should be
carried per engineer platoon. Experience has indicated that detectors
are infrequently used on operations of this nature. They become subject
to abuse due to conditions and a higher deadline rate may result from this
type of use.

Walluson
W. J. GLEESON
Acting
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• • 001P; . ..1W "cr' 
1st m2::l::-:2.::::: E'x!::tc.",] ion 

1st T·'1:'1.I·~iJ:"(-: })j.'~.·jL:,j C;c~ 11) F:IF 
]1JO 8.")11 ~"~:",[~:i(~iG(~o~:, Cc:l."j. i-(yrnia 96602 

G0,.G3 e jo 
3C('Q 
18 lk 67 

From: Co[~n:ndL~ Officer 
To: Conm:c'::J.dillb Offic8X';' 1st Engil1eer 1311 ttalion 

Subj: Conba-:: After Action Report 

Rei': ('-,,) DivO 34.80~1 
en) .1"'p Vietne ... m 1: 50;'000, Sheet 6739 I 

Series L 7014 

2. ;D~0:..~§'.f) __ cz..L.Qper2:cion: 051430HHar67 to 1017001ll>b.r67 

3. kr,-,9o.:l:;i0l1: Plm Long (4) area; Q)..l.al1g lIgG.i Province; Republio of Vietnam 

Eeo.G.qlJa~-ce~"s : 
L-:c Cof-J.-j) ~ RUt&1! 
2nClLt J. S. E:l:u~i.x7..IA 

Sgt F. N. lLlFWSO 

n/A 
H/li. 

7 ~ ~ "J~i.::~q;;BJ:P,c.:·:'.~. 1/7 8-2 

8. k;~.'~;.;i.0r:~ reo p:Cvyide conbat e..11g'ir:.eer S1.1±')port to "DII C011rJ?8.n;;r, 1/7 for a 
fivG ~c~~:·J~.(;csvticn SUP2)o:cting sqtud-siz0 l)3.trols .. 

10. 

• Q.onc_SlJ9.._?f._O,JS':1J1 t=lo.l1l. (he EGO end l:.ine :::Jell l:i th dGDlOli tiol1s a.nd one 
F15:;; r~l:' .. lle clotecto:c> vT2.G il1. direct SUJ.ll)o:c>t of ])/1/7. This team consisted 
of men. f:com the 3rc1 Platoon:i It CIf Cor:rpc-i.lW, 1st Erl(o;ineer Battul,ion. 

E::::e C' 1":;-1)'"'. g ... ........ -. .............. -"~~ .... 
,I~;;. 8.t1(~.~£J:lepr Gq1J.£::iL Q8)D.rt0.J ... -tJJj_f~ G3? o:n 05:.43(/fll'!:1.:'e67 to gi1te clese 

oorJ~~.2::~: e~\~i'i:-J~::t.::':~ s~:':!I;l)c;T"l: ·;~O J)/ :L/i"j" ~L--:~ ~I) U~)l~~pc~:::~:r 8\'iO(.» Gpr-;:.l2~·rJj.Oj1~ il. orr'fa 
3'1}:4 ~~\:~:O' 1'!E~ fOlUl.d. o.~; C9~L~~ n~~ 6 !';~i~.j;ctJ 196 r

/) ::.:t C(y-,-;:'6._~1;~->}.·;:;:,?·n BS 6:~895.5s· 
ru:c-;. \1i:'vS (~e3tr6j:-,;:d_ 11.;:.:L~""2':· :2':) ~pcur~,c.n 0.f C~,·t1·~~ '.C\,{,~ (,:~;,""rG3 \.rC:'.~~·G .{>::r\~;y~(l o;b 
coo:~dil1_ates 13S 6·)~5960-~)· 0:1.8 3~J~~;1YJ..51 ~w.ld. tll.d ~tJ.le]? ~~~X7~';::2.st~; T!l9 
caveD "iTe:::c o'lJproA'i.lta~~ely 30 I apo.,:rt Md ,·reTe cloot:royed -,ri th 2'J Jlcrl":1dJ'J 
of ~4\ o:c. ee.cl:e 

~\ro ,;1e~1 -,:ere \rolmc~ed st 1630 b~r the Q8tcI1.c,tiol1 of M r:;n.m:~y f:c2£,"" 
ment2/uio~} grol'2sc1e in tll~ ~.l:i.Gil1i tJr of c~~oJ'_·:~i::1r<.tes BB 6463.57)£ rI.~le;v"" 
"ere TD.ad.iGal evn,cua ted to i1D" OC:l!1p2JlJ, ls~ I-IecJ.ic[.l 3at;-~2:.:.j.on for trcat-

--;;;:::-:-________ L:cnt 'Jf i)OU':rl.s" 
nnanrrun IID..l:cl.1 6tll at 0950 a cC.~\"e, 2'Xtj.'X3 t ',res f01..'lld at CI)o:cc1in.a.ces 
@U~lI:!Jl1#J~~~~afEfiY BS 632961 and vTo..S dC~[4trO;{l,,;d Hi th 10 I)Ql)J'.i.3.G 0:P. C''<~(~'' D:3;c;-!:c"\)yed a CaY8:f 

l1dJ 4. ~ _i:~!.~ :,(,L~) ~ s· [\.t. 13GO O.7~[ 10 i:e;.T'clf;-- !~oca-~E'd ~:; c·on:~~\J::.?!;~:i;c:J ~:~ 6i;-:S::1] UZ~iJl>S 
~~o I~Ol:u:.':is of· C~1"!.1 (I t.:~1 :' __ ~.:: ~ , r-~" ~,:~~(J .'Pov;:~d.' °b '::-l~jb ~r:.\c.l (J.::~,') ,::,j;~~:::;~"'c,i .~.~l 'i:ho 

6:~39,{)' 2l.r:,:~ '",,'E: d~~C'G:"~)Y':;r!l(YW~RMj'Im:~'AT '3f.YkA:kIN:fE~{ii~s: 
)jj),ftW1iif'r. ~lIr N. DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. ~ 
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COMPANY "C"

1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) TMF

FPO Son Evancisco, California 96602

GGG:ejoFRIND 3000
18 Max 67

From: Commanding Officer
Commending Officer, 1st Engineer BattalionTo:

Subj: Combat After Action Report

(a) DivO 3480.1Ref:

(o) Map Vietnam 1:50,000, Sheet 6739 I
Series L 7014

1. Code Name: None

2. Dates of Operation: 051430HMar67 to 101700HNa.r67

3. Location: Phu Long (4) area, Quans Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam

4. Command and Control Headquarters:
Lt Col J. D.RELEY1/7

D/1/7 2ndLt J. S. FRANZIA
Sgt F. N. ALPONSO"O" Co support

team

5. Task Organization: N/A

6. Supporting Forces: N/A

7. Intelligence: 1/7 S-2

8. Missions To provide combat engineer support to "D" Company, 1/7 for a
five day Operation supporting squad-size patrols.

9. Concept of Operation: One NCO and nine men with demolitions and one
P153 mine detector was in direct support of D/1/7. This team consisted
of men from the 3rd Platoon, "C" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion.

10. Execution:
An engineer aqual departed this CP on 051.430HMa.67 to give close

combat engineer support to 1/1/7 in is company sweet operation, A cave
3'X4'X20' was found at 0915 or 6 March 1967, at coordinates BS 638955₫
and was destroyed using 20 pounds of two coves were found at
coordinates BS 633960, one and the other The
caves were approximately 30' apert and were destroyed with 20 pounds
of Ca-4 on each.

Two men were wounded at 1630 by the detenation of an enemy free
mentation grenade in the vicinity of ocondinates BS 646957. They
were medical evacuated to "I"" Company, 1st Medical Battalion for treat-
mon't of wounds.

March 8th at 0950 a cave, 2'XP'XS' was found at coordinates

UNCLASSIFIED
BS 632961 and was destroyed with 10 pounds of Coolo Destroyed a cave,

at 1300 on 10 March, Located at coordinates BS 645975 using
20 pounds of Coopo At 1345, a 250 pound bonb was discovered in the
vicinity of BS 649975 and west destroyer BOWNGRADED AT 3in YEAR INTERVALS;
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DECLASSIFIED , 
rotU1d nnd two 601-]l,I rOtU1ds wo.ro t'01,UlCl nJG 1£;.15 2nd. were destroyed "lith 
5 :pounds of C.4. The O:cd112..'1CO ';1m: f01.md ;:~t coo::::-dirmtes BS 633963. 
Engineer team retlli..:nocl to this C'P on 101700IlIIc.lX'67. 

ll. Results;' Tvo Hen l{OrG rrL.'). nnd. '.iOre modiot'..l cva.cu..1.tod. Five cavcs were 
destroyed using 90]:)01..U1dq,0i: G-4. Tho oj y,l.ensions .of the cc,Vcs were 
3I X4·'X20'; 3t X5 1:a.5 1, 4'i;7'X25!, 2'X4'XBt"ond 41JC41J.l5 t • A 250 pound 
bomb, one 105NHround and two 60NKrounc1.D '\-lere destroyod lJ.Sing 10 
pounds of CJ-4. lob poun(ls of 0-4 Wo.D '!.lEad by tho onginee.l' support 
toara. . 

12. A~tr~e Rcr~kJ?.= RcsUpp~ of engineer itens and all other iteGs 
was adequate. . 

13. §:P.c.~i.¥_~.9..~];>F.l..~~?-t ~§ Te~E. None 

14. _O.orrpmlcto.~s .il£.!1&.Il:i:!JJ.. l'l'o llllUSUcl1 items wore encountered end the 
demolition .,ork of this c-'rlgi..l1.oer toam .TaS routi..'1e. 

DOWNGHADED AT 3 YEAR lNTERV ALS' 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. ' 
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DECLASSIFIED

round and two 60MM rounds were found at 1415 and were destroyed with
5 pounds of C-o. The ordnance was found at coordinates BS 633963.
Engineer team returned to this CP on 101700HNar67.

11. Results:* Two nen were WIA and were medical evacuated. Five caves were
destroyed using 90 pounds of C-4. The dimensions of the caves were
3'X4'X20', 3'X5'X151, 4'X7'X25', and 4' 14' 115' A 250 pound
bomb, one 105MM.round and two 60MM.rounds were destroyed using 10
pounds of C-4. 100 pounds of C-4 was used by the ongineer support
team.

12. Administrative Remarks: Resupply of engineer items and all other items
was adequate.

13. Special Equipment and Techniques: None

Commanders Analysis: No unusual items were encountered and the14.
demolition work of this engineer toam was routine.

HILLETTEL
H. L. LUTTRELL

UNCLASSIFIED
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C01-TPANYI1 C" 

, 'l~t~1g:j.llE)Ol.' Jpattalion ' 
lsi; M:l.r:ilie DiviSion (Rein) DlF 

¥?O San rrs,110isco', Califo:tn:i.a 96602 

Comma,ndW ,Ot'f~Q~*, 
Qommanain€' Oi'f::i.Qe:rt If?i; lil1g:i.ne_ l'3at~~ 

Combat !.ft~ p.,ot:l,on Rep():J:.'t 

(a.) DivO .. 34.80.1 
(b) Na.p,Vie~ l.:a5Q,OOO, Sileet. 673.914 

Se~i(;le L 7014 

'l~ ,£Od~,NW: 'm 
2. Date,s, ot 'Op$!r~tigfU 250~0IIl'fa.:r67 to 271'OO~1 

, .-

GGG;e'3o 
3000 

, 29 Yla.r 67 

3. locp:tion.' ~e:iri SQn Area, ~ l~ga;! ~~(le,' lWN 

COinllland 'and Contpol HeAAs;u,a.:r;:,t:e:;;tt: ' 
2/.7 Lt 001 'W.' :P. xtf'n!lIDU 
"¥/,.2f7 Capt V.' 11. Sz.A.Ll;.lTKIEiVICZ 
I 0" Co, Spt, t$S.1ll Sgt G. R. CHESTNUT 

", 
5.Ta.sk Organiz~i!.ion: :r:u. t , 
6. §Unporting Foroe~a Nl 1~. i 

7. In~lmence: 2/7 s,..2 

e. l1issi..9.ill_ To provide close ooIllb~~ierlo"':ineer support to "W! Company" 
~for a. three d.Iw operation!! ;'; , 

9. Oonocnt of Onerationa 
-'-One ·!fdO end foUr men with daPJ,olitic:jns and one ;f.,.l5, mine detector' 

, was in direct support at H/2/7.,' ':hi& tee.m oonsisted of men from the 
1st Platoon";: "0" COIllpnny, 1st EM;tneer :Bat,toli,on. ' 

10.. E:cecutiol'l .. : A fiveIllal1 engi..'1scr te~.m dEl}?n.rted this aP, at ~41300m1a.r67 
to fu;r:nish olose oomba.t en&inec;r suppirt to H/2/7."The o:P~ra1i~on com-, , 
me..'1.ced at. ,250900HI1a.r67. ~;' "",, ' 
"'A, 04iC?mgrenacle was found at 4oOrdinate's'lJS5559.17 eng. ,.ras d~s"';' 
troyelil vdthone, puund of l~NT at 1500.,·~ ~e entrances to two cave~ Vlere:, ' 
c19sed, one'2'X3'X2\S1 and tho other ~IX31X201,' with:'fiY~f~o~4s..·' ~t ~'"!lj ~~ 
each. , The, Qo.ve!;!, were, destroyed at 1,go on 26,.Ma.:t04+9~1·~dW~!'l +oop.~ed" 
a.t coordinates BS555917.. i' , ' ,""",, 

li boobytra.pped l-l26 grena.d&, localed at llS 555908 wils dest+OY~<J w:1.th' 
one pound of ~ at l:?OO~, ~e entJ;'o.n~es t,o be caves', looated. at the' , . 
,SEUll.C OoordinatoE! were ~osed at 14301!~' One 2tX3 t JO..!5 l U:$itlg ane40pound. 
sl~e charge and the other 2'X3'XJ.5* ~:i.J.1g,two 40 pound shape oharges. 
~le seoond on,ve ,.,as located,' approx:iJ:nate4rlO feet below, the surfaoe of 
the grr.iru%:Ld end lea.d.ing' oft of 0. mine or "rell 8ho£t. ' Two buildings ,,;ere 

. ao;t1apsed. __ at. coordinates BS 568909 at 1000 on 2.7 I-faxch 1967!1by cutting 
th'e pillars., 'llic pIllars ~ ... ~appro:x:t..mately 12 inches ilh diameter ond=-­
were made ota. poo-r grade of ooncrete. Both ouild.ill{j'S w$:Cc approximately 
40 feet long. 20.P",(1t 'Wide_and: 10 feet lrl.r.th., Seven and ¢neha1£ pounc1s 

..>'OWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR tN'tERV ALS; " 
DEcrl)¥o~-"T"\ "F'~',"'-" Y;"il"~' - 'i-"""'--'~--'-------. : ~"::"'j .. ~", "' .. ,,';<, ,n:; z.'.,,:~h,:), : _ ""! -Y ., ",,;-r 

OD DIE 3200.10 ~E ,',,--"':.,....7'- ,"'I ''';, ..... " 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

COMPANY 11 C"

1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO San Francisco, California 96602

GGG:ejo

APR

RECEIVED.1967
HOMELAND

3000
29 Mar 67

2
Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer BattalionTo:

Combat After Action Report

(a) DivO. 3480.1Ref:

(b) Map Vietnam 1:50,000, Sheet 673914
Series L 7014

1 1. Code Name: NA

2. Dates of Operation: 250900HMar67 to 271300HMar67

3. Location: Bein Son Area, Quang Ngai Province, RVN

4. Command and Control Headquarters:
Lt Col W. P. KITTERMAN2/7

H/2/7 Capt V. M. SZALANKIEWICZ JR.
"C" Co, Spt team Sgt G. R. CHESTNUT

5. Task Organization: NA

6. Supporting Forces: NA

7. Intelligence: 2/7 S-2

8. Mission: To provide close combat engineer support to "H" Company,
2/7 for a three day operation.

9. Concent of Operation:
One NCO and four men with demolitions and one P-153 mine detector

was in direct support of H/2/7. This team consisted of men from the
1st Platoon, "C" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion.

10. Execution: A five man engineer team departed this CP at 241300HMar67
to furnish close combat engineer support to H/2/7. The operation com-
menced at 250900HMar67.

A Chi Com grenade was found at doordinates BS 555917 and was des-
troyed with one pound of INT at 1500. The entrances to two caves were
closed, one 2'X3'X261 and the other ?'X3'X20', with five pounds of TNT on
each. The caves were destroyed at 1300 on 26 March 1967 and were located
at coordinates BS 555917.

booby trapped M26 grenade, located at BS 555908 was destroyed withA
one pound of TNT at 1300. The entranges to two caves, located at the
same ©cordinates were closed at 1430. One using one 40 pound
shape charge and the other 2*X3'X15' using two 40 pound shape charges.
The second cave was located approximately 10 feet below the surface of
the ground and leading off of a mine or well shaft. Two buildings were
collapsed at coordinates BS 568909 at 1000 on 27 March 1967. by cutting
the pillars. The pillars wore approximately 12 inches in diameter and
were made of a poor grade of concrete. Both buildings were approximately
40 feet long, 20 feet wide and 10 feet high. Seven and one half poundsDOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

DECLA D AFTER 12 YEARS.
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• • 
of c..4 and. five :pounds of Ti,;T \OTore usod~; nto operation seou:.eed a.t 
271300HMa.r67' and the tCC:.l-::1 rott~mcrl to J.;his OP.' 

11 •. ~sults: Four CO-ves irlCrc cle8cd.1..wllJg 10 pounds .of' TN'f Mdth:ree 
40 pound shape c.lj.c.:rges.. TIle dimensions were: 2'X3'X36.~:' 2 f X3'X20t,: , 
2t'X3 f Xl5

"
;' and 2'X3i iO.5'. 'l\Io pieces of ene~ ordn.:.'1lWe were .. ,des~ 

troy-ed with two llounds of TI:IT., Two buil.d:Uigs~ 40'X?Q'Xl:O' were 
colla.psed using' seven and one half pounds of C-.4 and: five pounds ot 
~. ) . . 

12. AdmiiJPzs,trp, ti Vb Remerks: Time t;v~ 'lll'ld oro. tering ohnrges wero re .. , 
quested Md 40 pound ,o1w.pe oh ... "'l.+'t;oO and detonating Qord Were 
reoeived instend. 

13. ' ~ci.¥. JiB,uiJ?nent rod Techni5jues. None 
'\ 

,14_ ,9o!Jl':1anclers lmp;!;vaisB.. No UllUStw.:!., problems, w~re ehoountered dnd ~hc 
domoli ticn l'1ork of this el1.o-rl.neer tcaip. 'WOS routine .. -

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
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of C-4 and five pounds of TNT were usede. The operation secured at
271300HMar67g and the team returned to this CP.

11. Results: Four caves were closed using 10 pounds of TNT and three
40 pound shape charges. The dimensions were 2'X3'X3618 2'X3'X20',

X15', and 2'X3'X15'. Two pieces of enemy ordnance were des-
troyed with two pounds of INT. Two buildings, 40'X20'X10' were
collapsed using seven and one half pounds of Cased and five pounds of
INT.

12. Administrativo Remarks: Time fuzc and oratering charges were re-
quested and 40 pound shape charges and detonating cord were
received instead.

13. Special Equipment and Techniques: None

14. Commenders Analysis: No unusual problems were encountered and the
demolition work of this engineer team WELS routine.

H. L. LUTTRELL

UNCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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