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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisce, California 96602

3:JCF:mhs

5750

Ser. No. 011-67
10 May 1967

From“: Commandlng Officer
To: Commanding General, First Marine D1v151on
.

.,ubj:. Cormand Chronology for Period 1 April to 30 April 1967

Ref:” (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8
(c) Divo 5750.2B
Encl:l J/ 1) 1st Engineer. Battalion Command Chronology

1, In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (c)
enclosure (1) is submitted.
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602
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"PART I

ORGANIZATTONAL DATA

1. DESIGWAT.ION ' QOMMANDER ‘
1st Engineer Battalion Maj Ce O, NEWZON 20Augbé - Present

SUBORD INATE UNITS

H&S Compeny (-) Capt Hei. MORGAN III 15Mar67 - Present
Support Compeny (-) Capt W.J. GLEESON 1~23Apr67

' Maj P,J. SHANK ' -23Apr67 - Present
Company A (Rein) Capt HeE, ITCHKAWICH 3S5ep66 —~ Present
COmpg,ny B (~) ‘ . Capt R.W. PALKENBACH 8Sep66 - Present
Company ¢ | Capt H.L LUTTRELL 85epb6 - Present
1st Plt C Co, 3rd Engr Bn. 1st Lt. E.C. DEAR 8April66 - Present
2.. LOCATION
Battalion mimus Company A (Rein) T = 21 Apr Chu Lai, RVN
Battalion minus Company B (-)(Rein) 21 - 30 Apr DaNang, RVN
Company A (Rein) | 9 -8 bpr Dallang, RVN
Detachment 1st ﬁngineer Bn. 8 ~ 21 Apr Dalang, RVN
Company B (~) (Rein) 25 - 30 Apr ‘Chu Lai, RVN

3. SIAFF QFPICHRS

Executive Officer Maj E.J. TOJNSEND 25Jgn67 ~ PResent
Sergeant Major Sgtiaj F.C. TOMON 29Nové6 ~ Present
S-1/Adjutant 2nd Lt J. MOUTQI 4Dec66 - Present
§-2 | 1st Lt D.M, Nov66 - 23Apré7
Capt W.J. 23Apr67 - Preggnt
S “ . ! ’ -
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Supply Officer
Communications Officer
Medical Officer

M, T. fficer

Engr. BEquip. Officer
Ttilities Qfficer
Constrﬁction Officer

4, AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

DECLASSIFIED

Maj P.J. SHANK

Maj J.Ce FLOYD

Capt L.R. CORNEWELL
Capt H.A., MORGAY ITI
Ca.pf T.F. BYRNE ‘

1st Lt P,A, BERKHEDMER
Lt (USNR) J.A. BACKER
1st It J.T. WYNN

ond Lt G, MACKY

18t Lt MIZERAK

W.0. RoHs MCALLISTER

USMC sy
24 721 1 10
PART II

NARRATTIVE SUMMARY

1Apré7 - 23Apré7

23Apr67 ~ Present
14Mar67 ~ Present
14Mar67 - Present
TSepb6 - Present

24Feb67 ~ Present
8Mug66 ~ Present

24Mgb6 ~ Present
25&ug66 ~ Present
11Feb67 ~ Present

105ep66 ~ Present

The First Engineer Battalion (-) was in gemeral support of Task Force
X~Ray in the Chu Lai TAOR. Company."A" reinforced with 2nd Flatoon Company
#BM and detachments of Headquarters & Service and Support Companies provided

engineer support to the 1st Marine Division in the DaNang TACR.

One officer

and 19 men were under the operational control of the Chu Lai Defense Command

for the period of 1 - 26 April 1967.

The engineer Companies with support

from Headquarters and Service and Support Companies participated in Operations

Boone, DeSoto, Grand & Union and numerous small unit operations.

General

engineer tasks, pioneering rosds, bunker and observation tower construction,

and daily road sweeps required full effort by the Battalion.

was provided for six Rough Rider Convoys.

Bngineer Support

On 8 April 1967, = detachment from 1st Engineer Battalion was activated
at DaNang RVN. The Detschment consisted of Company A (Rein), 1st Engigger

Battalion and Company C (Rein) 3rd Engr. Bn.
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On 21 April 1967 the 1st Engineer Battalion Command was shifted from
Chu Lai, RVN to DaNang, RVN. On 25 April Company "B' (-) (Rein) was placed
under operational control of the 5th Marines,

From 1 April until 18 April 1967 nine sweep teams swept 370,200 meters
of road in the Chu Laji TACR. ‘

During the period of 8 to 30 April 1967, 13 sweep teams swept 749,500
meters of road in the Dallang TAOR.

PART 111

SEQUENTIAL, LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1-__.@_1\«:&

Galns and Losses

During month Joined two Marine officers, 41 Marine
enlisted; dropped one Marine officer,
15 Marine enlisted.
b, Casualties Nine WIA's and two KIA's
2. INTELLIGENCE

a. Recorinaiséancé‘ Bridge recon from BT 548015 to BT 605722

Bridge and Road recon from BS 642748 to
BS 698766,

Bridge and Road recon from ET 548015 to |
BT 605722,

Bridge recon from AT 974769 to AT 938908,

be. Weather“,r" Scattered showers for three days which did not delay any
operations. Remaining time was warm to hot and humid.

Ce Enemv Ofdﬁénce

(1) » Six boobytraps and 19 mines were discovered and destroyed in
the DaNang and Chu Lai TAOR during routine patrols and sweeps.
Ref: SITREP of 1st Engr Bn, Chu Bai, RVN 1.18 Apr,
~ SITREP of detachment lst Engr Bn, DaNang, RVN 8-21 Apr,
STTF_EP of 1lst Engr Bn, DaNang, RVN 22-30 Apr.

(2) Rough Rider from DaNang to Thang Binh located three mines and
a fourth was detonated by a vehicle,
Ref: CO A Co. AA Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000 of SMay67.
Tab C
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A

lbs of cratering charges and 25 1bs Calcium Carbide.,

Ref: SitRep of 2 April 1967.

(2) On 6 April at BT 625006 destroyed one cave 20' long with 150
1lbs TNT.

Ref: SitRep of 7 April 1967.

(3) Discovered and destroyed the following caves and bunkers
during conduct of Operation DeSoto:

(a) 120 Bunkers

(b) 9 Cavé'complexes
Ref: CO Co. C AA Rpt JEM:ejo over 3480 of 7 May 1967. Tab B

(4) During the period 1 to 3 April 1967, an Engineer/LVTE-1
employment team fired four line charges in a clearing operation in the
1/7 TAOR, In addition to that destroyed by the line charges, the engineers
also destroyed two bunkers and two boobytraps.
Ref: CO Co. A AA Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000 of 8 May 1967. Tab C

‘e, Other Ordnance. The following types and quanities of U.S. ordnance
were destroyed:

105qm 106 RBR  Sima  60mm  57RR 3.5  Me79 4.2
72 .. i &8 8 2 2 2 1

8" Round  LAAW  M_26 _
.3, & 10
Ref; SitReps of April 1967 and CO C Co. AA Rpt JEM:ejo over 3480 of
7 May 1967. Tab B

3. IRAINING

" a. Land Mine Warfare‘andeemolitions Schools graduated h89 at DaNang
and 165 at Chu Lai. Total 654 students. School at Chu Lai was terminated
on 13 April 1967 due to relocation of the Battalion, Engineer units had

100 graduates.
Ref: SitReps of April 1967,
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4., OPERATIONS ,_

7 April 1967 Operation DESOTO, which began 28 January
1967, terminated 7 April 1967 and all
Engineer personnel and equipment were
returned to the ist Engineer Battalion
area, 2nd Platoon (Rein), Company C
provided close combat engineer support
to the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regi-
ment in the conduct of a search and
destroy operation in the Quang Ngai
Province, RVN. Demolition support en-
compasses the use of 15,000 pounds of
explosive to destroy nine cave complexes,
20 boobytraps and 120 bunker type em-
placements. A water purification and
ov distribution unit was established which
: produced an average of 4,500 gallons of
potable water and 3,000 galloms of shower
water per dasy. Engineer technical assis-
tance was given in construction of bunkers,
emplacement of barbwire and use of demo-
litions. 3,000 feet of roads were con-
structed within the 3/7 C.P.. This road
construction plus excauation for bunkers
and fuel storage areas involved moving
20,000 cubic yards of earth. Upon ter-
mination of the operation, all facilities
were transfered to the U,S. Army.
Ref: SitReps of 1Apré?7 to 8Apré7.
CO Co. C AA Rpt JEM/ejo over 3480
dated 7 May 1967, Tab B

m 18 April 1967 Co. A provided engineer support te convoy
moving ARVN troops as part of Operation
UNION, -
Ref: CO Co. A AA Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000
" of 9 May 1967, Tab D

20 April 1967 - 25 April 1967 One squad from Company C provided engine-
er support to 3rd Battalion (-) (Rein),
7th Marine Regiment in conduct of oper-
ation GRANDE in Dai Loe Province, RVN.
Engineers were utilized to destroy four
250 pound bombs and one dud 105mm round.
A1l personnel returned to 1st Engineer
Battalion area upon completion of the
operation.,

Ref: SitReps of 21Apr67 to 26Apr67 and
CO Co. C AA Rpt GGG:hle over 3000
dated 7 May 1967, Tab A
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23 April - 30 April 1967 Operation UNION continues in the Nui Loc
Son and Heip Duc Valley area with Company
B (-) (Rein) in direct support of the
5th Marines, ,
Ref: SitReps of B Co. 1st Engineer Bat-
talion of 23 - 30 April 1967

5, WATER SUPPLY., The Battalion is operating seven water points and seven
bath units in the DaNang TAOR. Potable water distributed was 3,221,200
gallons., Shower water distributed was 1,306,900 gallons.

Ref: SitReps for April 1967. ‘

6. 'ROADS., Constructed 400m two lane road and 600m one lane road, Im-
proved 600m with additional laterite wearing surface. Hauled, spread and
compacted 3,500 cuyds of fill,

Ref: SitReps for April 1967

7. ‘QIVIL AFFATRS/CIVIC ACTION. The Battalion has not conducted any Civic
Action for this period due to the relocating of the Battalion from Chu Rai
to DaNang. New hamlets will be assigned.

PART TV

 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

TAB\/L\ CO Co. C AA Rpt GGG]hl‘e'ovef 3000 of 7 May 1967.
'y/ﬁ CO Co. C AA RptﬁJEM:ejo over 3480 of 7 May 1967.
/c co Co."A?’AA-"'Rpt JCB/ jeb over 3000 of 8 May 1967.
vH CO Co. A AL Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000 of 9 May 1967,

E CO Co A AA Rpt JCB/jcb over 3000 of 9 May 1967.
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@ COMPANY "
18t Engineer Bettalion
st Marine Division (Rein) FMP

FPO San Francisco, Califoraia 96602
GG6/hle
3000
7 Vay 67

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion

Subjs Combat a.fter action report

Ref: Eag Div0 348041
b) Map Vietnam 1:50,000, sheet §640 IV Series L7014

1¢ Code Name: Operation GRANDE

2. Dates of operation: 200930H Apr67 to 251700B Apr67

3» Location: Dai Loc Province, Republic of Vietnam

4. Command and Control Headguarters:

"C" Cos, Supvort Team Sete J.:P_ P%gTES

ki

5¢ Task Organizstions NA

6e Supvorting Foré_gs MA

7o Intelligences 3/7 Se2

8, Mission: To provide close combat eng:.neer support to 3/7 (=)
(Reinf) for a five day operations

9« Concept of @era‘clo;; One NCO and nine men with five pounds
of demolition each were in direct support of M¥/3/7 and L/3/ 7This
team consimted of men from. the 1st and 2nd Platoon of Company “CV,
1st Bngineer Battalion, '

10s Execution: A nine man-engineer team departed this CP at 171300H
Apr67 to furnish olose combat engineer gsupport to 3/7 (<) (Reinf).
The operation commenced at 2&9303 Apr67.
" IEngineer support was not roguived on 20 2 and 24 April 1967.
A 105 dud was destroyed at coordinates l! 664.8 5 with four pounds
of TT on 220730H Apré7.
Destroyed four 250 pound bombs at coordinates AT 7685545 with five
pounds of C-4 on eachs The bombs were within 150 meters of each other
and were destroyed betWeen 1400 and 1600 on 25 April,

. "1.’3-1.‘*» R AT
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The operation terminated at 251700H April 67 and the teans
returned to this CP at 261230H Apr67,.

1. Resultss Four 250 pound bombs and a 105 round were destroyed
using 20 pounds of C-4 and 4 pounds of TNT,

12, Administrative Remarks: None

13, Special Equipment and Techniques: None

14, Commanders analysis: No: unusual problems were encountered and
the demolition work of this engineer team was routine.

e
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CQMpANY “C"
1st Bngineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPC Son Francisco, @alifornia 96£02

JEMiejo
3480
T Moy 67

Prom: Commanding Officer
"Tos Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, Tth Marine Regiment
Via: Commanding Offiecer, lst Engineer Battalion

Subjt Combat After Action Report
Ref's 2 g DivO 3480,1
b) Map Vietnam 1:50,000 Series L7014 Sheets 6738 I,II
6838 III hAg
1. Code Name: Search and Destroy Operation Desoto
2+ Dates of Operation: 28 January 1967 to 7 April 1967,

3. Location: Duc Pho, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam =~

4e Command and Control Headquarters: c.Cr cRDMFl'e/JI

7th Marines (-) (Rein) Col
3rd Bn, Tth Marines It Col BROIARS
ond Platocn, "C" Co, . 1stli J. 2. MODQNALD

1lst Engineer Battalion

5s Task Opganizationt

ond Piatoon, "C" Co, lstEngrPn
Det Supt Co, lstiugrin

6s Supporting Forces: N/A

g

To Intellisencss 7th Marine Reglwent: IR

o

ineer support to the United
sa. of operation in the Duc Fho,

8, To prcvide clooe combat eng

AENg I‘"’dm x;o* ince avens

9« Concept o+’ Opcra:( ioms ?.m. Pistoon, "C" Company, rsinforced 'by

.
5

elements of Zuppoxt was in direct supporht of the 3rd Baitalion,

Tth Mgri s reinforced by the foilowing pev"'mel and

eq}llp”lpf ge =N

: :,«L_-qu/opefator
i-liagy r\ pinent operator
d=Water Su.pnly person *1“1

Bguipment:
1=D-4 Tragtox Jalzter Supply Unit

: e | | LB
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10, Executions T On January 26, one (1) five (Sgan team left the
battalion and was attached to Lima Company, the first unit of the

3rd Battalion, Tth Marines to depart. The following day, January

27, the remainder of the 2nd Platoon Charlie ‘Company ®eported to the
Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines and each letter company
was assigned an engineer teame "K" Company wag -assigned an eleven (ll)
man team, "M" Company and "K" Company a five ( ) ‘man team each, The CP
group consisted of one (1) officer and four (03 enlisteds On Jarmary
28,y the battalion went by convoy to Quang Ngai where they remained the
night. On January 29, the battalion was helilifted to the Nul Dang
area BT 815386 with "K' Company along with its engineer detachment
going to Nui Dau BT 875324, Water point personnel joined the CP group
at Quang Ngai, On January 30 the Heavy BEquipment operators and mechéanics
Jjoined the CP group. On January 30th the water point was set upe On
February 1, the water point moved to the well site on the LZ. The bath
mnit was brought in the next day and set up the bath site. Hot showers
were given that day. '

On 2 February, the D=4 Tractor was brought in. It began work im-
mediately digging ammunition and fuel bunkers for the LZ. It also made
rough roads to gain access to these bunkers, The tractor was used ex-
tensively, putting out 8 Engineer hours, (about 11 man hours per day)e
Maintenance was performed before and after operation by the equipment
mechanics

During the first week of the operation the engineers assigned to K"
Company on top of the Hill at Nui Dang, BT 820389 worked on clsaring
paths for outpost ahd positions for "K" Company and India Battery. The
hill hed been previously mined by RVN forces when they cemirolled the hill,
No record of the minefield layout could be found, and ARVN Engincers were
not available., Paths and outpost were breached using Bangalore Torpedos.
The area was then checked by nine detectors and probing.

During the first week of the operation covering the period from 29
Jamaary to 4 Februsry =11 companies conducted operations and were accom-
panied by engineer teams with the exception of the engineers attached to
Lima Company who remained on Mul Dewm Hill to continue clearing paths for
position on the hill. DMost of the work done by these teams consisted of
blowing up mines and booby traps.s On 29 January 1967 two (2) WP 3.5 rounds
and one (1) M-79 round was blown at BT 819401, On 30 January fourteen
(14) 60 M1 Mortars vere blown at BT 825389, A VC cotton mill was blown
.t _BT.822402, On January 31, six (6) booby tTapped fragmentation grenades
and four (4) recoiless rounds and fourteen (14) 6OMM Mortar rounds were
destroyeds The following day one 442 * round, two (2) 57MM recoiless
rounds and one (1) A0MM round was destroyed at the same location. 4Also
destroyed on 1 Februaxry were fourtecn (14) 81MM Moxrter rounds, and sixteen
(16) 60iM mortar roundse The engincer tcam from "M" Compeny went on a
company sweep to Quy Thein (2)e Twe (2) enermy bunkers were found and .
blown with cratering charges. Also the "M" Compeny team blew ten (10)
81MM Mortar rounds and seventy (70) 105MM rounds. On February 4 one
engineer from "M" Company was WIA when he was hit in the head by a fragment
of a friendly airoraft bomb at BT 818395. He sustained only slight wound
and required no medical evacuation.

The CP group blew one (1) M-26 boohy trap in the CP arca BT 612384
on 28 Jarmery. The following day two (2) 60MM mortars and one (1) 105
round was blown in the CPs On January 31, 1967 the CP group went to join
the team from "M" Company in blowing VC bunkers at BT 803391, Thirty (30)
eneryy bunkers made of rmd and reinforced with heavy lumber and iron with
about 2 feet of carth on the top were destroyed with two (2) cretering

Ry
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chempes ench, Ons house was blown with two (2) crabtering charges.

Two {2) crat e“lng cherges wore wsed to blow a reinforced gate. ne
brick schiool house was Tl 20 nOur.ls of TNT» A house and bunker
wau b1 oM o"i*‘r‘ g W.:.'sljh AT tar using four {4 ) crasering charges
' ing cf vae 31st when the (P group left
cer bean with them that met at the bridge
sidge had bnon previougly blowa out and
seams The night before the gissl beam had
end was in the water. Az Mgrines on both sides
to 1ift the beamy a booty trapped 60MM mortar
cff the p ath on the south approach. It was
of Ce4. The men withdrew from the northern

4 one engineer begsn probing for booby traps. His
firing device of a buried 60MM Mortar and it went off
mano e was medically evacuated by mile to C&C at Iui Dang.
ary the CP group did the following within the CP areat blew
FA% wne, one 105 Mfround, two (2) tunkers using one (l) cratering
charge eack. view one 60MM mortar, blew thirty eight (38) 81MM mortar duds
and two \2) 8 inch rounds. In zddition the CP group blew (25) Chi Con
grenades, two (2) Z-10 mlneg and .fourteen (14) concussion grenzdes made

of TNT x,,ranpod with C-4. This smrmnition was found in fromd of the lines
along with two (2) Viet Cong KIA'S after an attack that nighte. 41lso blown
up with the VO amrumition was four (4) LAAW'S and one (1) M-26 Dud Grenadey
A1l these evplosives were blown in one pile with 25 pounds of O-4.

On ﬁeo.cm. v 2; the C? group along with the engineer attaciment from

India Company accompanied il Com**any Zrd Battalion, 5th Marines, who had
Jjoinad }’»/',7 in the opere: fion., In sddition to the "C" Company engineers,

-t

there were gl 50 twc 23 ongineers from '"BY Company, lst Ingincer Eabtalion

‘tO JO.L-
at coox
all LhE.I ranained 1
boon pughol. g2 that on
ol th br:r.' 2 try
ot Wa,

who “MU Company, 3cd Battalion 5th Marines. The sweep
£00K vea of BU 825378, Twenty Two (22) bunkers, seven (7
of them r reed were blown. EBight (8) cratzring charges, three (5)
sgtchel chzrges and eloaven fifty (50) pound boxes cf THT were used to blow
the .b\...‘..’]_CCI'S" T addition six (&) 81 MM mortars cne (1) & dnch rourd, one
(1) V€ Satchel charge and one (1) (i Oon grenade were blown using a tobal
of 15 vounds of (-4, The (7 _greap returmed o Wui Dang that nighit on the

resupply run, leaving India Commany team attached to v 3/7e

n 8 Fomm.c rv. the CP group was ordered o go out to Hill #26 BT 834936
vhere "U" Co, 5/5 vas onnrs,t:u ng in order to get an estinate on the zmmunt
of explosives and to asszist in fthe de setfon of a cars ocomplex om i
hill. TUpon arriving a’a that position 1% was learned that one ernginser
wag hit by fragments of a wuend'ly avbillery vound earlier in the daye
He wes evacuated n.” T 4

Hion of fthe cave
M
COMDL Y Le :Lu wd,% e

30T 4,-_,,_
pounds of
e S o=
The cores were :'DOll 2.0C

. T
brancnecs, 15

:md Lad cevod ir aome 'Jm'r’.‘,” of the
ion to arrive all the enginesys on
b LY Company 3/"? and de.stroyed

26 ot BT 832396, Twenty Two (22)

il using o tobal of €00 porde of eX-

'7-“

Hill #26 ,jc;ned the o

bunkers “‘1 "‘}:e> V‘i'L"_;‘

bunkers &

plo<"'7'fe*

10C0 poundsg were ussec
w

s
on a smaller cave found latoms

o} ./34 [+

i SR T s AT
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Qn 4 i“e‘omu_é; 1; e e ’J’];n,r_ol team fropn "K' Company rear BT 875324

was sent o cher"k on A «)}Ul"bb@ dud merter rounds Woile seecching for
the duds Found in the sesa theb wae supsosed 10 be o

(S )

7 continucd o
2 ‘ 13 a four or i
Thién o all UCcZ’.‘i.z_'.OI’L.)g; Ieb ns ant defensive
in uc"altlon 1o prov:.d:mg englmcr teams for the 4 corroa.nlcs
'y ”“'h 1.91*1;-,. , Taml was aiso n“ovz_ded to .,,,,7 Wi
ought inte 4las ater 1/ /7 replaced L-/? T
rovided : 'uion to the five GL\_LI’](‘\,.;
onent reasined within the CF area.
4% vas decided that the water point hal to
it was on the LZ, was kecoming dirty due %o
from the icopters., Alsc ithe znower wnii,
Gunp had to be moveld becasase the dump was
Loureo sccuted oute The feasibiliity

> ca the side of Nui Dah, wWas
eiony 'bo gupply the smount of watar
sound gource was lccated. Upon
z water was replenishing it-

b owas (1 ow’dad to use ihis

5 theough

@

of b_oihg
checked b

Jc_LL QG\JM\‘Q S
area it was found b
it could be wumpad

P R
PoOINT . &8

gCccrosg tuc zico

““ook dzout four
Upen completion
and shousrs were reiocabed and the old
two weoks at the new site whlch was located at
838, Jsho wa ter again begen to run low, Well points were brought in
and driven down about 10 fee’c}, This gﬂvo a good ovtpat for about a week

and then could not maintain encugh ou thoat A0 moters 3
this gource, snotiner hole wes dug to c,‘, o locabe iha !
Thrre 40 pound crafering charges were used %o open this ho
the U—d, tro c’i:ox' was uged to deepen the boln Enoug% waber

ccto;mlvuy during the entire operaticn.
2

It wes vs md to dlg a:"rum_mc\ dunp and fuel 11:') for both fuel blabters
and bondszd .L|'_G.Ln 3 th """“”'.lf‘uw the Nud o2 ar ea, ".N ere buil Y
[&

v

kS
'O\,.._‘,ZUL £ e BR
of 1 Febwuary to T Lpril ‘wb/
of ghoul 4 days, Bome of this dwdl'
vhich were net on hqnég Ve-mr g’rw o
who 3o bhne add 256 hen ¢
Supervigiin of tne EngJ.ncor Plc tocn Coma.mc:co

T2 CO -

7 the m-&;r. 4 mechani.
'*s gaily under the
%rachor accurmlate
J ot
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572 mach:'me hours duting the period of its uses This is an average

of about 8% hours per daye The justificetion for the reguest of the

D4 trector in o Division Engineer Battalion as part of its TE is that

it can be made helicopter trensportadles It was helilifted into the Nui
Dang area from Chu Lei at the begimning of the operation, in fact by a
CH-53 Helicoptor. However upon completion of the operation, it was found
thet the CH-53 could not 1iff it outs This. sy have been-due.to.the
diffexence-in-the temperature from rebmqry 1 to Apml. It wes lifted oub
after removing the shovel znd tracks and a few other pa.rts. “When the
tracks arc removedy new tracks rmst be used so it would be impracticel to
nove a D=4 tractor into an arca for a short period of time.

The teans accompanying the companies were used extensively in blowing
up friendly duds dropped by aircraft or dud artillexry or mortar roundse
Also misfires of friendly ordnance was disposed of by the enginecrse DBooby
treps were blown in place and enemy bunkers were blown up, time permitting
as an arca was passeds On February 11 two men accompanying '"M" Company
at BT 815692 found and destroyed onc Ghi Com grenade and one bamboo grenade
booby traps. At The same time, two tunkers were blown with one satchel
charge cache. 4 cave complex was destroyed at BT 821407 using 800 pounds
of shape chargess The charges were placed on top of the cave and the
blast destroyed the cave by cruching it inward.

The operation continued through March with the platoon providing
enginecr support as befores A team accompanicd "L" Company in in Iuec
BT 828385 found and destroyed a booby trapped 155 round with an M26
grenade detonator on 1 Marche On about 3 March a team of enginecrs
joined by enginecrs from 9th Bngineers blew a cave complex at BT 835396,
Zbout 1200 pounds of demolitions were useds JLbout a week later 5 bunkers
were destroyed at ET 840389, North of Mui Dau the enginecrs destroyed
23 bunkers and 2 small cave. corplexess 600 pounds of C-4_were used.
Thrée complexes of sizes 329 feet, 130” feot “and 4 60 feot were destroyed at
BT 823401, Only 37 cratering charges were used because no rore could be
gotten., This just closed the entrances to tho: cavese. 4 similier incident
occured at BT 828411. Since cnough denmclition to destroy the cave complex
of zbout 100 meters in length could not be obtained, the entrance was
closed witlh-pbout 120 pounds of C-4s LA 250 pound bomb booby trapped was
blown at BT 528385, Three spilder holes were blown near the same areas
Two fighting holes and 9 family bunkers werc destroyed at Nui Daue 4lso
at Mui Dau a helmet was found juet ocutside of the CP aren. Underneath
the helnet was a wire attached to the pin of an M26 grenades The booby
trap was destroyed in places On about 18 March the engineers at Kui
Dau began clearing a path for g mule trail .and the northern portion of
the hill, The existing trail was widened by use of Bangalere Torpedos.
This was because of the RVN ninefield that was left on the area of the
hill, The enginecrs on Nui Dau also uscd demolitions to blow positions
for bunkers and fighting holes about 10 cratering charges and 15 shape
cherges were used to do this,

Marines atbtached to "M" Company at BT 817398 gave classcs on mines
and booby traps to the company. Also the engineer tean blew a cave cone
plex using 5 cratering chargess Demclition work was done on the trail
leeding to Mui Dangto provide a path for ONTOS, L double apron fence
was built around the "M" Conpany CP at BT 827402. 4 hedge row was bloum
with bangalores at Su Binh to provide fields of fire., '"K" Company tean
operating in the erea of BT 852395 blew one 100 pound bormb booby trapped.
Three Chi Com booby traps werc blown in the sanme areas
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On March 30, two cngincers were accompanying an “L" Corpany patrol
in the areca of BT 779399. As the patrol passed a hidden spider hole
the sniper cane out and shot at the patrol, One engineer was hit gnd
KHlled, .

On Z4pril 1, thre¢ enginecrs were with "G" Compary at BT
Before setting up a night perincter, the engincers were asked to
check the area for bocby traps after dne men had set cne off and
was wounded. 4 booby trapped 105 r‘cund was founde It was narked to bo
blown latcrs L helicopter medivac was called to extract the WIAs ‘Vhile
hovering over the hill}, an explosion went off blowing up the helicopter.
The wounded werc carried off the hill end a third explosion went off,.
Later wires were found near the explosion which showed the bormbs may heve
been cormand detonated type. This type of device could not easilv bhsv~
been detected by engineers in a visual scarche On 2 April the engineers
werce told to destroy the remaining pert of the danaged Huey helicopters
100 pounds of C=4 was used to destroy the plane .

The CP group with the battalion at Nui Dang was performing engincew
work for the battalions 4 CO's bunker 24'X%63 was Built. The structure
was built with 6'X12' lunmbere One layer of 312" was placed on the top .
and sidese Flast ontrances were built on cither side. 4 12'X12' structure
was built for the C&C hospital area. A4 61X12' structure was hadd:iwith
two legers -of 3'X12'! on the top was bu:.lt. The CP group engincers also
agsisted in improving the perimeter defenmsds by plao:mg tangle foot
barbed wire around the 1500 neber perineters The enginecrs also layed in
Claynmore mines around the perineter and instructed the infantry on its
Ope:rat:.on. Fn.ve fa,ucets des:gned by‘the englnec.rs._mere ~algo_placed.around
—.These fire fauccts
nixed mth napa.ln. . The

Ela.cect. Detonatlng coTd was placcd on 6% 0f tAS barftel around the top
cut off 4o cut off the top upon detonations In front of the barrel was
placed a WP or J.ncend:lazy grenedc. The grcna.de, the TNT and th> =~ o. s 7
detonating cord were all connected together with electricel blasbine e
caps in seriese The faucet threw napalm in a 25 meter radius upon
de'bcna‘bmg. The detonation was accomplished by using a FRC=~25 battery.
Makeshift firing boards were nade so that either the claymores or the
fire faucets could be debomated by the guard in a bunker with a probe
Also the men in the CP group instructed the arrmmition technicians on

the proper way to use -4 to cxplode grade 3 anmumnitions The engineers
also set up classes for other people joining the 3rd Battalion now in

the ficlds This was requested because of the frequency that the units
were encountering booby traps in the fielde Classes were given on-the
type of booby traps encountered and the men were instructed how to locate
2 booby traps. Simulated booby traps werc set wp with firing devices for
practical instruction. Classes werc also given on the employment of clay=
more omines and denonstration shown of its use.

On about 29 March, platoon from "B" Company was sent to Nui Dang to
oonstruct an operating roon for C&C. The "B" Company platoon was under -
the operational control of 2nd Platoen "G" Company. The tuilding was a
241X36" structure. The framework corsisted of 12'X12" lumber for post
and capss Concrete footings were used and a concrete deck was builte The.
roof, two sides and eoncrete deck was finished before the project was

securced duc to termination of the operation. The opershion secured on
7 April 1967,
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11, Results: e The company had four {4) WIA and two (2) KIA. Fifteen
thousand (15,000) pounds of explosives were used to destroy nine (9) cave
complexesy 20 booby traps and 120 type bunker emplacementse d4bout 6500
board feet of lumber was used and 250 pounds of nailss Waber output was
4,500 galleons per dzy of Tresh waber and 3,000 ggllons per day of shower
watewrs The D4 tmactor worked a total of 572 hours., In doing this the
tractor work Involved a %obval of 20,000 cubic yards of earths fhout
3,000 feet of roads wexe built in the Nui Dang area.

12,  Mnministrative Remarks: Resupply of engineer items were very slows
Lumber, culveris, and other construction material delayed projects for
weekss, Resupply of demolition in the fiegld was also very poor scmetimes
cauging an improper or incompletedesiruction of enemy fortificabiona
Mgintenance support for the D-4 tractor was excellent. Parts and mechanies
were sent whenever needed.

13, Svecial Equipment and Technicues: 4 Ded tractor used because of its
small size made it possible to be Lelilifted into this areas A D=4 tractor
is not organic to g division engincer unit, but becanse of the remoteness
of the area and because all suppiies spd peragcynel had 4o be brought in by
air, this tractor was chosen. 4 great deal of ground work was uecessary
in this area such as amrmnition snd fuel bunkesrs and rosdwork. The D=4
tractor's performance was excellent in that 31 did all of the work re-
quired on this operation with a minimum cf breakdowns.

1. Commanders inalvsis: Mgny infantry casualties were taken on this
operation due %0 encry boobLy traps. A well canontlaged booby trap mine
is just as difficuit For an crgineer to discover as it iz for an infantry
men. It Jicuid ¥
not relieve in anywey the responeibility of each man to constantly be alert
to the possibil booby troyse "

[EN
P

g
[e]
H

Racommer Tt ia recormended that considerabion be given in
the p! g T 07 tony alloting time and for:logistlieal
support of cug g thet are to destroy encryy cavesy bunksrs an?
other fortifications, This would prevent the reuse of emplaccnments out
of which they had previously been driven. 411 fortifications should be
destroyed whenever possible as they are sncountered during an operation.

§ &t
Jo E. MCDCHALD
By direction .
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COMPANY "A" : R

Q Ist Engineer Battalion ’
st Marine Division (Rein) FMF .’
" FPO, San Francisco 966502
JCB/ jcb
3000
8 May 1967

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, lst Engineer Battalion

Subj: After action report

Ref: (a) Div0 3480.1
{b) Map Vietnam, Sheet 6658 IV, Series LT01

l, Code Name: Nomne

2. Dates of Operation: 1 through 3 May 1967

3, Location: 1st Battalion, 7 Marines TOAR, Vicinity of AT 957680

4 Command and Control Headquarters: Platoon from "A" Co, 3rd LVI's
WO TUNSTALL

5. Task Orgzanization: Not Applicable

6. Supporting Force: Not Applicable

7. Intelligence: 1/7 - S=2

8, Mission: To provide combat engincer support to 3rd LVT's for a three
day clearing mission.

9. Concept of Operation: One NCO and three men with ten pounds of
demolition each were in support of 3rd LVT's. The clearing oporation was
coordinated by 1/7.

10. Execution: A four man engineer team departed this CP at O1lD500 H Mayé7
to furnish support to 3rd LVT's. The clearing operation commenced at 011100
H May67s
A &ud 1line charge was destroyed at 011600 E Mey67 with 2% pounds c4
Destroyed a punki pit booby trapped with an M26 grenade with 25 pounds
C4
Destroyed 2 bunkers at 021400 H May67 with 10 pounds 4 eaoh
Destroyed a dud line charge at 021600 H May67 with 2% pounds C4
Destroyed booby trapped pubji pit with 25 pounds C4
Returned to lstEngrBn area at C31145 H May67

11l. Results: Two punji pits,” two bunkers and two line charges were de-
stroyed with a total of 30 pounds of C4.

12 Administrative-Remarks: None e

13, . Special Equipment a.nd Teclniques: None

14, Commanders Ana.lysns No unusual problems were encountered and the
demolition work of this engineer team was routine .and the use of “engineers
was executed properly by 3rd LVT's.

L bbb
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COMPANY "A"
lst Engineer Battalion
1lst Merine Division (Rein) FMP
FPQ, San Francisco 96602

7

&
R+

JCB/ jeb
3000
9 May 1967

From: Commanding 0fficer
Tos Commanding Qfficer, 1lst Englneer Battalion

Subj: Combat After Action Report

Ref's a) Div0 3480.1 7
b) Map Vietnam, Sheet 6658 IV, Series L701

l. Code Name: Operation Yell . .: -

2, Dates of Operation: 18 Apr 1967 to 20 apr 1967

3. Location: Hamlets of Ha Horg-Tey (1) & (2) Coor 005395
4. Command and Control Headguarters: 2/1 (-)(Rein) - LtCsl HEWLETT
N Re:mforced by "C" Company l/l
Capt CARTER

5« Task Organization: Not Applicable

6, Supporting Force: Not Applicable L

7. Intelligence: 2/1 - 8-2

8, Migsion: To nrOV1defneccessary close combat support and engineer
support to 2/1 (-)(Rein).

9. Concept of Operation: Two NCO's and six men with 10 pounds of demolition
each were assigned to 2/1 (~)(Rein),

10. Bxecution: An eight man engineer team departed the 2/1 CP at 0700

18 Apr 1967 to furnish close combat engineer support to 2/1 (-)(Rein).
During the operation, 10 bunkers were destroyed with 5 pounds of C4 each,
one M79 round was destroyed with 4 pound C4, one 8lmm mortar round destroyed
with £ pound 04 and one fighting hole destroyed with 7% poinds of - C4.

The operation terminated at 1200 on 20 April 1967,

11, Results: Pen punkers, one 8lmm mortar round, one M79 round and
one fighting hole were destroyed using 583 pounds of C4.

12, Administrative Remarks: Not Applicable

13. §§ecia1 Bouipment and Technigques: Not Applicable

14. Commanders analysis: No unusual problems were encountered during
Operation Yell and the demolition work of the engineers was routine.

b
Z iE CHJ;%%Cﬁ/t/ -

Tl B
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COMPANY "aAn -
1st Engineer Battalion
1st Marine Division (Rein) FIMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602
JCB/ jcb
3000 -
9 May 1967

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, lst Engineer Battalion

Subj: Combat After Action Report

Ref: (a) Div0 3480.1
(b) DMap Vietnam, sheet 6658 IV, Series L701

1. Gode Name: Operation Union

2. Dates of Operation: 18 Apr 1967 omly

3, Location: GCoor BT 056586 to BT 020290

4. Comm=nd and Control Headguarters: ist MarDiv Motor Transport
Convoy Commander ~ Major BARKLY

5 Task Organization: Not Applicable

6. Supporting Force: Not Applicable

7. Intelligence: Not Applicable

8, Mission: To provide neccessary eng1neer support to assist a convoy
coordinated by lst MTBn from Dien Ban to Nui Loc Son.

9. Conecept of Operaticn: One NCO and 3 men with 2 mine detectors and
150 pounds of demolitions in support of convoy.

10. Executicn: A four man engineexr team departed the 1/1 CPF at 0800 18 A
18 April 1967 with the convoy to pick up ARVN troops at Dien Ban .
Departed Dien Ban at 1000 18 Apr 1967 for Nui Loc Son. No engineer
support was required. Returned to 1/1 CP at 1600, 18 apr 1967.

1l, Results: No engineer support xequired.

12, Administrative Remarks: None

13, Special Equipment and Technigques: None

14, Commanders Analysis: No unusual problems were encountered on this

operation,
it
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