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1. DESIGNATION 

list Engineer Batta:J.ion 

H&S Company (-) 

Support Company (-) 

Company "A" (Rein) 

Comp~ liB" (Rein) 

Company nOn (Bein) 

2. LOCATION 

1st Engineer Battalion 

SupportiCompaIl¥ 

Compa.n;y "B" 

Oompe.n;y 110" 

}rd Flatoon 
Comp any II A " 
5th Engineer Battalion 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

Sergeant Major 
Sergeant 1-1a.jor 

5",1/ AdjutWlt 

5-2 

5-3 

5-4 

DECLASSIFIED 

PARr I 
ORGANlZAT lONAL DATA 

COMMANDER 

LtCol J. F. MADER 

SUBomUNATE UNITS 
.. 

lstLt G. A. SCHILLER 

Maj G. S. HAl-'1ILTON 

Capt L. E. PlSTELLl 

Capt E. C. HED.l JR. 

lstLt C. S. JOLLY JR. 

2lApr67 ;;; Present 

2lApr6 7 - Present 

23Aug68 - Present 

6Aug68 - &'resent 
,- . 

21Apr67 - Fresent 

29~69 - Fresent 

, 

26~9 - Fresent 

3~r69 - Present 
- . 

16Apr69 - hesent 

lApr69 - Present 

5!1lar69 - Present 

5Mar69 - Present 

Danang, RVN 

Danang, RVN 

Danang, RVN 

.IAn Hoa, Rm 

Danang, RVN 

Danang" RVN 

~hj J. G. CELLI 28Cbt68 - Present 

SgtNaj W. C, TlWvU'1EL 3Nov68 - 6Jun69 
SgtI'hj J. M. WISE . 15 Jun69 - Present 

., 

lstLt V. D. HIATT 20Dec68 - Present 

lstLt H. E. ROBERTS 2lApr69 - Present 

&j L. T. NAl'PI UNCLASSli\:lOl~ - Present 
.. 

~j 1-1. E. ~IcHIERSON 

1 
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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER

26Mar69 - Present1st Engineer Battalion LtCol J. F. MADER

SUBORD INATE UNITS

H&S Company (-) 3Apr69 - PresentlstLt G. A. SCH ILLER

Support Company (-) 16Apr69 - PresentMaj G. S. HAMILTON

Company "A" (Rein) Capt L. E. PISTELLI 1Apr69 - Present

Company "B" (Rein) 5Mar69 - PresentCapt E. C. HEIN JR.

Company "C" (Rein) 5Mar69 - PresentlstLt C. S. JOLLY JR.

2. LOCATION

21 Apr67 - Present1st Engineer Battalion Danang, RVN

21Apr67 - PresentSupport Company Danang, RVN

Company "A" 23Aug68 - Present Danang, RVN

6Aug68 - PresentCompany An Hoa, RVN

Company "C" 21Apr67 - Present Danang, RVN

3rd Platoon
Company "A"

5th Engineer Battalion 29Mar69 - Present Danang, RVN

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer Maj J. G. CELLI 28Oct68 - Present

Sergeant Major SgtMaj W. C. TRAMMEL 3Nov68 - 6Jun69
Sergeant Major SgtMaj J. M. WISE 15Jun69 - Present

S-1/Adjutant 1stLt V. D. HIATT 20Dec68 - Present

S-2 21 Apr69 - Present1stLt M. E. ROBERTS

UNCLASSINED - PresentS-3 Maj L. T. NAPPI

Maj M. E. McPHERSONS-4 3Nov68 - Present

1 IAL
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s.., 
Supply Officer' 

Ocmmunications Officer 

Medical Officer 

Engineer Equipment Officer 

Utilities Officer 

O'(!),nstruct ion Officer 

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

~ 

.9.IT 

31 

DECLASSIFIED 

1 st Lt F.. L. MIG mIRINI 

lstLti G. W~ JOHNSON 
. . .. 

lstLt p ... D. Bmy 
1st It L. D. HEIN 

CWO-2 W. M. CARU30N 

CWO-2 IC.. Eo. DOUGAN 
rat IiI; E. A.. KOBINSKI 

pm II 
NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

2 

• 
'5&~9 - Present 

l4Apr69 - hesent 

8Jul618 - :rJun69 
)?Jun69 -: Present 

7F~b69 - Present 

INov68 - Present 

28May68 - 6Jun69 
6Jun69 - Pre:sent 

12 

DUring the month of June, 1969, the, 1st Eng:ineer Battalion reIllQined com­
mitted. to combat engineer support missions whUe s.:imultaneously completing 
..2.2.. Division and ...1l.- Ba.ttalion Work Orders: and other engineer projects: while 
maintain~ assigned mme detect ion and clearing sweeps. 

Combat engineer companies, reinforced by:- elements: of Headquarters: &nd 
Service C:ampany iilld Engineer Support C,ampany provided close combat engineer 
support; in OperatiOn Pipestone Canyon. 

Dbrirlg the reporting period', 1,920,000 meters of road in the 1st iJ.a.rine 
Division TAOR were swept for mines., Mine sweeps of roads resulted in 123 
mines/boobytraps being lOcated and. destroyed. In addition to daily mine detection 
Ii1.lld clearing sweeps, 30 rough rider convoys were supported by combat engineers 
of this Battalion. Also 56 special sweeps were conducted during the reporting 
period. 

Company tlAn (Reinforced) is providing close combat engineer support to the 
1st Marine Regiment on Opera.tion Pipeatone Ca.nyon which commenced on 26 ~ 1969. 
In addition to the oper&tional commitment, C,omp~ nAn is maintaining six 
daily mine detection and cle~ing sweeps: in the 1st 

2 
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5May69 - Present1stLt F. L. MIG LOIRINIS-5

14Apr69 - Present1stIt G. We JOHNSONSupply Officer

8Jul68 - 1Jun69Communications Officer 1stLit P. D. BUCY
IJun69 - Present1st L L. D. HEIN

7Feb69 - PresentLt. C. N. LEBOVITZMedical Officer

1Nov68 - PresentCWO-2 W. M. CARLSONEngineer Equipment Officer

Utilities Officer

28May68 - 6Jun69Construction Officer CWO-2 K. E. DOUGAN
6Jun69 - Presentl'st It E. A. KUBINSKI

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USNUSMC

OFF ENLOFF ENL

31 703 2 12

PART II
1 NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the month of June 1969, the 1st Engineer Battalion remained com-
mitted to combat engineer support missions while simultaneously completing
55 Division and 27 Battalion Work Orders and other engineer projects while

maintaining assigned mine detection and clearing sweeps.

Combat engineer companies, reinforced by elements of Headquarters and
Service Company and Engineer Support Company provided close combat engineer
support in Operation Pipestone Canyon.

During the reporting period, 1,920,000 meters of road in the 1st Marine
Division TAOR were swept for mines. Mine sweeps of roads resulted in 123
mines/boobytraps being located and destroyed. In addition to daily mine detection
and clearing sweeps, 30 rough rider convoys were supported by combat engineers
of this Battalion. Also 56 special sweeps were conducted during the reporting
period.

Company "A" (Reinforced) is providing close combat engineer support to the
1st Marine Regiment on Operation Pipestone Canyon which commenced on 26 May 1969.
In addition to the operational commitment, Company "A" is maintaining six
daily mine detection and clearing sweeps in the 1st Marine Regiment TAOR.

1. 2
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Compan,y nBtt is in direct support of 5th 1~1..1'ines. Company "BII provided 
one squad in-direct support of the 3rd Battalion, 5mb Mk~ines on~Qperation 
Pipestone -Canyon since 260800H I~ 1969 and terminated this support on 
~ June 1969. In addition to oombat support, Company "B" also oontinued bunker 
construction and cAntonment improvements for the 5th Marines and 2nd Battalion, 
11 th l-t!;.rines at the .An Hoa combat base. Two daily mine detection and clearing 
sweeps were maintained. 

Company "c" provided one squad to "All Company while in direot support of 
the 11th lIil.rines Regiment on Q>eration,Pipestone Canyon. .AdditionaL commitments 
on this, operation, Company "CII provided_ one pla:toon (-) to 7th Engineer Battalion 
on Land Clearing on Go Noi Island. Six dally mine detections and clearing 
sweeps were continued by Company "e" during the reporting peri04. !Ibis Com .. 
pany also provided general support in the: form of oonstruction and ~tonment 
repairs for units of the 1st Marine Division. 

-
PART III 

SEQIIENTIAL I.ISTING OF SIDNIFICW EVEt-J'TS 

1. Personnel 

a. Gains and Losses, lmID ]§£L 

OFE' ~ OFF ENL 
-" -

Dropped. 4 20 0 2 

Joined, 1 30i-, 
.",;,\"'. 0 1 

b. KIA WL\. 

1 18 

2. Intell ;!;genoe 

a. Road and Bridge Reconna.iSsance. During the month of June 1969, 
procedures whereby mine sweep teams submit daily reports of road, bridge, 
and culvert conditions for routes being swept were continued. 

b~ Weather. During the month of June 1969, the weather was character­
ized qy rel~tively ,clear skies with a. nomal amount of ra.in. There was a 
total of 2 •. 58 inches of ralin <iuring the reporting period, whlle tempe.ratures 
ranged from a. average high of 93.3 degrees to a average low of 79.4- Mean 
temperature being 86.3. Surfaoe winds preva:il at 150 degrees magnetic with 
an average of 6 knots velocity. 

3 
4. 
". , 
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DECLASSIFIED

Company "B" is in direct support of 5th Marines. Company "B" provided
one squad in-direct support of the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines on-Operation
Pipestone Canyon since 260800H May 1969 and terminated this support on
8 June 1969. In addition to combat support, Company "B" also continued bunker
construction and contonment improvements for the 5th Marines and 2nd Battalion,
11th Marines at the An Hoa combat base. Two daily mine detection and clearing
sweeps were maintained.

Company "C" provided one squad to "A" Company while in direct support of
the 11th Marines Regiment on Operation Pipestone Canyon. Additional commitments
on this operation, Company "C" provided one platoon (-) to 7th Engineer Battalion
on Land Clearing on Go Noi Island. Six daily mine detections and clearing
sweeps were continued by Company "C" during the reporting period. This Com-
pany also provided general support in the form of construction and contonment
repairs for units of the 1st Marine Division.

PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Personnel

USMC USNa. Gains and Losses:

ENLOFF OFFENL

Dropped: 020 24

30 o 1Joined: 1

WIAb. KIA

181

2. Intelligence

a. Road and Bridge Reconnaissance. During the month of June 1969,
procedures whereby mine sweep teams submit daily reports of road, bridge,
and culvert conditions for routes being swept were continued.

b. Weather. During the month of June 1969, the weather was character-
ized by relatively clear skies with a normal amount of rain. There was a
total of 2.58 inches of rain during the reporting period, while temperatures
ranged from a average high of 93.3 degrees to a average low of 79.4. Mean
temperature being 86.3. Surface winds prevail at 150 degrees magnetic with
an average of 6 knots velocity.

3
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c. Yline \iarfare. A total of 59,160 $VN was paid to indigenous personnel 
for the folloWing ordnance; 

ilIum grenade 
Cofram 
66mm Rocket 
105mm HE 
N26 grenade 
SmaiLl arms rounds 
l05mm ILIum 

. 4.2 HE 
M79 round 
va Shape Charge 
Booby trap unknown type 
Chicom grenade 
va homemade grenade 
81mm lllum 
6Omm. lllum 
I~Il.6 magizine . 
AF mine 
Nl2 round 
60mm HE 
4Omm. HE 
NVA. Rocket fuze 
Blmm HE 
20mm round 
8lmm WP 
25Lb Box mine 
D.lum marker 
Fuze unknown type 
4.2 IlIum round 
Ml9 nlum 
1'T{9 Bee Hive 
Ml.8Al mine 
Trip flare 
B40 rocket 

d. Ordnance Destroyed. 

QUANTITY 

3 
2 
1 

33 
35 

1,457 
1 
1 

132 
1 
6 

14 
2 

34 
21 
21 
1 
4 

18 
I 
1 
4 
I 
I. 
I 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
I 

BOOBYTWS 

2 
:E. 

(1) The following ordnance items looated and. destroyed on routine 
sweep in the 1st ~arine Division TAOR are listed below. 

4 
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I
C. Mine Warfare. A total of 59,160 SVN was paid to indigenous personnel

for the following ordnance

ITEMS QUANTITY BOOBYTRAPS

Illum grenade 3
Cofram 2
66mm Rocket 1
105mm HE 33 2
M26 grenade 35 1
Small arms rounds 1,457
105mm Illum 1

4.2 HE 1
M79 round 132
VC Shape Charge 1

6Boobytrap unknown type
Chicom grenade 14
VC homemade grenade 2
81mm Illum 34
60mm Illum 21
M16 magizine 21
AP mine 1
M72 round 4
60mm HE 18
40mm HE 1
NVA Rocket fuze 1
81mm HE 4
20mm round 1
81mm WP 1.

25Lb Box mine 1
Illum marker 3
Fuze unknown type 1
4.2 IIlum round 1
M79 Illum 1

M79 Bee Hive 1

MI 8A1 mine 3
Trip flare 3
B40 rocket 1

d. Ordnance Destroyed.

(1) The following ordnance items located and destroyed on routine
sweep in the 1st Marine Division TAOR are listed below:

4
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ITEM Q,UANT lTY 

Ammo can mine 1 
Ml9 rounds 18 
Co£ram 1 
90mm round l: 
81m VIP 1 
105mmHE 5 
8lmm n1um 1 
6Omm. HE 8 

::,25 I 140ulded mine 1 
40mm HE 1 
l'f/2 round 3 
10 # box mine 1 
81mm HE 9 
2.75 Rocket 1 
250 II bomb 2 
20 :# :Box mine 2 
AT mine 2 
30 #: Box mine 2 
AK rounds 300 
Il1um grenade 1 
25 # Box mine 1 
60mm nlum w/expbdves 1 
F.l.are . canister 1 
60mm WP 1 
500 # bomb command det. 1 
Homemade booby trap 4 
15 # rock mine 1 
APmine5# 1 
~lmm nlum.w/explosives 1 

3. Training 

BOOBYTRAPFED 

1 

2 

3 
1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

~. During the month of June 1969, a total of 511 Marines attended the 
(3) day Demolition, Land IvIine Warfare and Viet Cong Booby trap School. In 
addition, l.;82 Ma;rines and 21 ARVN Banger Officers received the special one 
~ classes taught by the M:>bile Instruction team. Attendance for the period 
oovered is as follows. 

BATTALION 

1st Engineer Battalion 
7th Engineer Ba.ttalion 
1st Battalion 1st ~~ines 

5 
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ATTENDANCE 

31 
28 
55 

DECLASSIFIED

BOOBYTRAPPEDQUANTITYITEM

Ammo can mine 1
M79 rounds 18

1Cofram
90mm round 1
81mm WP 1
105mm HE 5 1
81mm Illum 1
60mm HE 8 2
25 # Moulded mine 1

140mm HE
M72 round 3
10 # box mine 1
81mm HE 9 3
2.75 Rocket 1 1
250 # bomb 2 2
20 # Box mine 2
AT mine 2

30 # Box mine 2
AK rounds 300
Illum grenade 1

25 # Box mine 1
60mm Illum w/explosives 1 1
Flare canister 1
60mm WP 1
500 # bomb command det. 1
Home made boobytrap 4
15 # rock mine 11
AP mine 5 # 1
81mm Illum.w/explosives 1 1

3. Training

a. During the month of June 1969, a total of 511 Marines attended the
(3) day Demolition, Land Mine Warfare and Viet Cong Boobytrap School. In
addition, 1,382 Marines and 21 ARVN Ranger Officers received the special one
day classes taught by the Mobile Instruction team. Attendance for the period
covered is as follows:

BATTALION ATTENDANCE

1st Engineer Battalion 31
7th Engineer Battalion 28
1st Battalion 1st Marines 55

5
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BATTALION 

2nd Battalion 1st 11arines 
3rd Battalion 1st t1arines 
1st Battalion 5th l<Ia.rines 
2nd Battalion 5th Marines 
3rd, Battalion 5th YJaI.'ines 
1st Baj;tal ion 7th &rines 
2nd Battalion 7th ~hrines 
3rd Battalion 7th Maxines 
1st Battalion 26th Jlfc'U'ines 
2nd Batte~ion 26th Marines 
3rd Battalion 26th ~hrines 
1st Recon Battalion 

b. J:ilobi1e Instruction Team Attendance. 

UNIT 

2nd OAG 
SLF 3/26 
3rd Ba.tte~ion 26th Marines 
Division Schools 
1st Battalion 7th Im:ines 
J.RVN Officers 
1st Shore Party Battalion 
26th Harines 

4. OPERAT IONS. 

ATTENDAl~CE 

35 
39 
70 
62 
51 
32 
44 
7 
5 
3 

26 
23 

ATTEi:lDANCE 

2U 
600 
142 

47 
356 

21 
8 

18 

a. Operation Pipestone Canyon. Oper~tion Pipestone C~~on commenced 
on 26 ~1a.y 1969 with· Company "BII providing one squad in direct support of 
the 3rd Battalion, 5th Ba.rine ~giment and terminc'1.ted that support on 
8 June 1969. On 31 *"...y 1969, Company "C" wa.s placed in direct support of 
the 1st Marine Regiment. Engineer efforts to open Route 4, East from 
the intersection of Route 4 ~d ID, commenced on 6 June 1969. On 13 June 
1969 Oompany "0" provided one platoon (-) in direct support of 7th Engineers 
on Land Clearing on Go Noi Island. During the reporting period, two special 
mine sweep .teams have swept .approximately 86,000 meters of road on Route 4, 
E.:'1.st of Route ID. To date 4,550,000 square meters of land have been cleared 
along Route 4 andlO,OOO meters of pioneer road constructed. Also 201 
bWlkers, 223 fighting holes, 2,250 lineal yards of trench line and 72 lineal 
yards of tunnel were destroyed. Ordnance destrqyed during the reporting 
period folloW'ss 

6 
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ATTENDANCEBATTALION

2nd Battalion 1st Marines 35
3rd Battalion 1st Marines 39
1st Battalion 5th Marines 70

622nd Battalion 5th Marines
3rd Battalion 5th Marines 51
1st Battalion 7th Marines 32
2nd Battalion 7th Marines 44
3rd Battalion 7th Marines 7
1st Battalion 26th Marines 5
2nd Battalion 26th Marines 3
3rd Battalion 26th Marines 26
1st Recon Battalion 23

b. Mobile Instruction Team Attendance.

ATTENDANCEUNIT

2nd CAG 211
SLF 3/26 600
3rd Battalion 26th Marines 142
Division Schools 47

3561st Battalion 7th Marines
ARVN Officers 21
1st Shore Party Battalion 8
26th Marines 18

4. OPERATIONS.

a. Operation Pipestone Canyon. Operation Pipestone Canyon commenced
on 26 May 1969 with Company "B" providing one squad in direct support of
the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment and terminated that support on
8 June 1969. On 31 May 1969, Company "C" was placed in direct support of
the 1st Marine Regiment. Engineer efforts to open Route 4, East from
the intersection of Route 4 and 1D, commenced on 6 June 1969. On 13 June
1969 Company "C" provided one platoon (-) in direct support of 7th Engineers
on Land Clearing on Go Noi Island. During the reporting period, two special
mine sweep teams have swept approximately 86,000 meters of road on Route 4,
East of Route 1D. To date 4,550,000 square meters of land have been cleared
along Route 4 and10,000 meters of pioneer road constructed. Also 201

bunkers, 223 fighting holes, 2,250 lineal yards of trench line and 72 lineal
yards of tunnel were destroyed. Ordnance destroyed during the reporting
period follows

6
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NOHENCLATUBE 

Ch icom~; grenc1ide 
1<112 roUnd 
Cofram 
.Ai' rounds 
60mm nlum 
8lmm HE 
Rifle grenade 
1126 greM.d.e 
Ml9 round 
Shape charge 
500 # bomb 
155mm HE 
40 # Shape ohaJrge 
3.5 Rocket HEAT 
8lmm tiP 
Ml.6 1'11002 Rocket cluster 
60mm HE 
l06mm HE 

QUANTITY 

10 
3 
3 

4000 
1 
4 
1 

16 
20 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 
2 

BOOBY TRAPS 

1 

2 

6 

5'0 Water Supply. During the month· of June 1969, the 1st Engineer Battalion 
operated eleven water points Which produced 5,012,000 gai10ns of potable 
water for units throughout the 1st Marine Division TAQR. In addiition; a 
totsil. of 1,065,000 gallons ,9£ non-potable water was pl,'oduced. 

6. Construction. 

a. The following .!U significant Division originated Work Orders were 
completed during the month of June 1969' 

(1,) DWO D345'·69:. Cliean out plugged drain and repairs as necessary at 
Iiegimental 11st l'1arines ~sshall. . . 

(2) DWO D299.69f~·:' Conduct inspection of all primary and. secondary 
electrica.l distributions ~stems in 1st Marine Division TAOR. 

(3) ])WO DI025-68. Install wiring distribution system for 2/5 at 
JIin Roa. 

(4) DWO ])~~69. Provide bus bar and: double throw switch b~~ Wire 
primary and backuPrgenerator at Namo Bridge for 2:/26. '--

(5) DWO D,902-68. Construct (2) 1OX24 bunkers at Camp Faulkner 1st 
Engineer Battalion. 

7 
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NOMENCLATURE QUANTITY BOOBYTRAPS

Chicom grenade 10 1
M72 round 3
Cofram 3 2
AK rounds 4000
60mm Illum 1
81mm HE 4
Rifle grenade 1

6M26 grenade 16
M79 round 20
Shape charge 1

500 # bomb 1
155mm HE 1
40 # Shape charge 1
3.5 Rocket HEAT 2
81mm WP 1
M16 MOD2 Rocket cluster 1
60mm HE 5
106mm HE 2

5. Water Supply. During the month of June 1969, the 1st Engineer Battalion
operated eleven water points which produced 5,012,000 gallons of potable
water for units throughout the 1st Marine Division TAOR. In addition, a
total of 1,065,000 gallons of non-potable water was produced.

6. Construction.

a. The following 55 significant Division originated Work Orders were
completed during the month of June 1969:

(1) DWO D345-69. Clean out plugged drain and repairs as necessary at
Regimental 1st Marines Messhall.

(2) DWO D299-69. Conduct inspection of all primary and secondary
electrical distributions systems in 1st Marine Division TAOR.

(3) DWO D1025-68. Install wiring distribution system for 2/5 at
An Hoa.

(4) DWO D306-69. Provide bus bar and double throw switch box. Wire

primary and backup generator at Namo Bridge for 2/26.

(5) DWO D902-68. Construct (2) 10X24 bunkers at Camp Faulkner 1st
Engineer Battalion.

7
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(6) :OWQ D164-69. Construct (2) 1OX24 bunker at Hill 55 for "Bu 
Company 1st Tank Battalion. . 

(7) DW.O D90-69. Clear area in front of defensive wire at Hill 55 
for 1th ~~ines. 

(8) DWO D358-69. Precut materie~s for construction of 15 windshield 
covers,foJ;' 2/26. 

(9) DVIO D3l9-69. Furnish plexiglass drilled and c01.IDtersunk for 
Division Engineer· Office. 

. (10) DWO D316-69_ Frovide TDl5 w/operator to construct new trash 
d1llDp ,2/7. ." , '.. . . 

(11) DWOD,59-69. Deliver I3pread and grade 120 cubic yaros of 1" 
Surge rock. Erect (2) 3,000 galtanksand;nstall (2) 3/4" hose b:ill,s 
on existing pipes •. Cut approximately 1500 ft"V" ditch for~drainage 
at III MAF Transient facility. . 

(12) 'DWO D44-69. Provide and const~ct (1) axe amno bunker with 
vent on-one side for 3/1. 

(13) DWO ]357-69. Construct (1) 20X32 and one 1OX24 bunker with 
deck and lighti~ for 2/1. 

I) (14) DWO D254-69. Clean out drain pipe at messhall, check drain and 
grease trap and repair as needed. 

(15) DWO D317-69. Provide TD15 tractor and operator to 2/26 for two 
da,ys-for berms around ammo storage area. 

(16) D~lO D68-69_ Grade access road to H/3/1l. 
- , 

(17) :mw D368-69. Provide Officer in Charge and ~2) demo men to blow 
roCk·formation on Headquarters Battalion ridgeline 1st I~ine Division. 

(18) DWO D203-6Q_ Construct (1) lOX~4 bunker with deck and lighting. 

(19) iJ.~o D179-69. Inst~l (2) },ooo gE'~lon water tanks and provide 
water main to messhal1. Deepen.and line well with. 4811 culvert pipe. 

(20) DWO D48-69_ Upgrade existing interior road network at 3m LVT 
cantonment with 6" of 3" (-) roCk on existing roads and oll. 
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I (6) DWO D164-69. Construct (2) 10X24 bunker at Hill 55 for "B"

Company 1st Tank Battalion.

(7) DWO D90-69. Clear area in front of defensive wire at Hill 55
for 7th Marines.

(8) DWO D358-69. Precut materials for construction of 15 windshield
covers for 2/26.

(9) DWO D319-69. Furnish plexiglass drilled and countersunk for
Division Engineer Office.

(10) DWO D316-69. Provide TD15 w/operator to construct new trash
dump 2/7.

(11) DWO D359-69. Deliver spread and grade 120 cubic yards of 7"
Surge rock. Erect (2) 3,000 gal tanks and install (2) 3/4" hose bills
on existing pipes. Cut approximately 1500 ft"V" ditch for-drainage
at III MAF Transient facility.

(12) DWO D44-69. Provide and construct (1) 8X8 amo bunker with
vent on one side for 3/7.

(13) DWO D357-69. Construct (1) 20X32 and one 10X24 bunker with
deck and lighting for 2/1.

(14) DWO D254-69. Clean out drain pipe at messhall, check drain and

grease trap and repair as needed.

(15) DWO D317-69. Provide TD15 tractor and operator to 2/26 for two
days for berms around ammo storage area.

(16) DWO D68-69. Grade access road to H/3/11.

(17) DWO D368-69. Provide Officer in Charge and (2) demo men to blow
rock formation on Headquarters Battalion ridgeline 1st Marine Division.

(18) DWO D203-69. Construct (1) 10X24 bunker with deck and lighting.

DWO D179-69. Install (2) 3,000 gallon water tanks and provide(19)
water main to messhall. Deepen and line well with 48" culvert pipe.

(20) DWO D48-69. Upgrade existing interior road network at 3rd LVT
cantonment with 6" of 3" (-) rock on existing roads and oil.

8
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(21) mlo D297-69. Ilelocate (2) SEA Huts from 7th Engineer Battalion 
to Division Schools area and connect to electrical system. 

(22) DWO D360-69. Constructl6X32 Sea Hut with 5 rows of post and 
Sills; for, ~.X. Install liBhting. 

'. , 
" , 

(23) DWO D352-69. Precut and, deliver (~) 8X8 bunkers to 1st Becon 
Battalion for further transport to Hill U9 •. 

(24) DWOD45-69. Construct (2) 20X32 bunkers and;J~:) l0X24 bunker 
for 11th Mc>.rines CPo 

(25) DWO D362-69. Grade lOOXlOO foot a:t'e$ for Helo pad and apply 2 
heavy ooats, bUllker oll at H/3/11. 

(26) DWO D798-68. Construct movie screen and benches and install 
water line to.BAS for 2/1'. 

(27) DWO DllO-69. Construct (2) l0X24bunkers for K/4/11 at Hill 65. 

(28) DWO D329-69. Provide (1) 20X32 precut bunker to 5-4, 7th ~Iarines. 

(29) DWO :0327-69. 'Issue (1) 20X32 precut with. deck and lighting for 
BAS bunker.and Provide technical assistance for 3/11. 

_ (30) DWO D349-69. Repair stairs from En Comnanders living quarters 
to me s shall, and replace hmd mils for 2/7. 

(31) DWO D344-69,. Inspect water purift~:ation system at Esso plant 
and modif,yas.necessary.to provide fresh ~otable water to shower resevott. 

(,2) DWO D238-69,e Provide gre.der, mine sweep team and cable splicing 
team. to. support 7th Mal';ines instail1ation of BPS on Danang Ban-ier. 

(33) ])Wo D304-69,. Deliver 40yds sand and' 8yds 3/4" gravel to 1st 
Hospital Company. 

(34) miO D219-69. Construct (1) lOX24 bunker. with deck a.nd lighting 
forlIeadq~ers Battalion BAS. 

(35) DWO D369-69. Paint a:nd erect (2) signs at Camp ·'Stack .Arms" 
B&R Center for 1st ~hrine Division. 

(36) INO D367..;69,. Provide' Bill of materials to bring wiring at 3/1 
up to ooceptable standards. 

'~ . ';'~):' 
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(21) DWO D297-69. Relocate (2) SEA Huts from 7th Engineer Battalion
to Division Schools area and connect to electrical system.

(22) DWO D360-69. Construct16X32 Sea Hut with 5 rows of post and
Sills for P.X. Install lighting.

(23) DWO D352-69. Precut and deliver (6) 8X8 bunkers to 1st Recon
Battalion for further transport to Hill 119.

(24) DWO D45-69. Construct (2) 20X32 bunkers and (1) 10X24 bunker
for 11th Marines CP.

(25) DWO D362-69. Grade 100X100 foot area for Helo pad and apply 2
heavy coats, bunker oil at H/3/11.

(26) DWO D798-68. Construct movie screen and benches and install
water line to BAS for 2/1.

(27) DWO D110-69. Construct (2) 10X24 bunkers for K/4/11 at Hill 65.

(28) DWO D329-69. Provide (1) 20X32 precut bunker to S-4, 7th Marines.

(29) DWO D327-69. Issue (1) 20X32 precut with deck and lighting for
BAS bunker and Provide technical assistance for 3/11.

(30) DWO D349-69. Repair stairs from En Commanders living quarters
to messhall and replace hand rails for 2/7.

(31) DWO D344-69. Inspect water purification system at Esso plant
and modify as necessary to provide fresh potable water to shower resevoir.

(32) DWO D238-69. Provide grader, mine sweep team and cable splicing
team to support 7th Marines installation of BPS on Danang Barrier.

(33) DWO D304-69. Deliver 40yds sand and 8yds 3/4" gravel to 1st
Hospital Company.

(34) DWO D219-69. Construct (1) 10X24 bunker with deck and lighting
for Headquarters Battalion BAS.

(35) DWO D369-69. Paint and erect (2) signs at Camp "Stack Arms"
R&R Center for 1st Marine Division.

(36) DWO D367-69. Provide Bill of materials to bring wiring at 3/1

up to acceptable standards.

I
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(37) DWO D897-68. Construct (1) 10Xg4 btmkel.' for HeadqUc'U'ters 
Battalion. 

(38) DWO D298-69. Ilelivel.' 100 cubic yards of sand to 1st !-i.T. 
Battal ion ,for . sand ba,8ging BAS and Comn. 

(,9) DwclD374-69. Clear clogged d.radn in Ill9ssha.ll for l/7~ 

(40) DWO D337-6.9. Construct B&R Center at 3rd LVT cantoment for 
1st Marine ,Division. 

(41) DWO D130-69. Install secondary Electrical distributio..n system . 
with-4/0 wire at Hill 22: for 2/7. 

(42) DWO IaI1-69. Construct (2) lOX24 bunkers at 1st 155 guns on 
HUL34. '. 

(43) DWO D106-69. Construct (1) Bn2 and (9) ax8 bunkers for 1st Tank 
Battal ion. 

(44) DWO D348-69. Issue 5 ur:Lnoils to 1st Marine Regiment. 
. . 

(45) DWO D208-69. Picked up Inaiterials for 16 SEA Huts and 6 four hole 
heads from 3rd NCB. 

(46) DWO D380-69. Install shower fixtures at Stack. Arms R!lcR Center. 

(47) DWO D3~4-69. Corrected Electrical Discrepancy at 1st Narines C.P. 

(48) DWO D341-69. Pull su~~rsib1e pump'from 2/1 well. 
r •. ~ 

(49 )DWO n3S1 .. 69. Clean out messhall drain at ,/7. 
(50) DWOD317-69,!: Repair founda;tion on Battalion Armory, 1/7 Hill 37. 

(51) DWO D';82-69. 

(52) DWO D39Q .. 69. 
Battalion, ' 

Repair damage to messha;J.1 Hill 55. 

Issue 50 pieces 3 t1Xl.2"Xl2' 11llllber to Arvin Rangers 

(53) DWO D378-69. Rewire iht~rior of messhall Hill 10. 
-

(54) DWO D201-69. Provide (8) 10X24bunkers to 5th l<hrines An Hoa,,' 

(55) Dwb D370-69. Oonstruct messgear mount-out boxes for 1st Tank Bn. 
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(37) DWO D897-68. Construct (1) 10X24 bunker for Headquarters
Battalion.

(38) DWO D298-69. Deliver 100 cubic yards of sand to 1st M.T.

Battalion for sand bagging BAS and Comm.

(39) DWO'D374-69. Clear clogged drain in messhall for 1/7.

(40) DWO D337-69. Construct R&R Center at 3rd LVT cantonment for
1st Marine Division.

(41) DWO D130-69. Install secondary Electrical distribution system
with 4/0 wire at Hill 22 for 2/7.

(42) DWO D111-69. Construct (2) 10X24 bunkers at 1st 155 guns on
Hill 34.

(43) DWO D106-69. Construct (1) 8X12 and (9) 8X8 bunkers for 1st Tank
Battalion.

(44) DWO D348-69. Issue 5 urinoils to 1st Marine Regiment.

(45) DWO D208-69. Picked up materials for 16 SEA Huts and 6 four hole
heads from 3rd NCB.

(46) DWO D380-69. Install shower fixtures at Stack Arms R&R Center.

(47) DWO D384-69. Corrected Electrical Discrepancy at 1st Marines C.P.

(48) DWO D341-69. Pull submersible pump from 2/7 well.

(49) DWO D381-69. Clean out messhall drain at 3/7.

(50) DWO D377-69. Repair foundation on Battalion Armory, 1/7 Hill 37.

(51) DWO D382-69. Repair damage to messhall Hill 55.

(52) D390-69. Issue 50 pieces 3"X12"X12' lumber to Arvin RangersDWO
Battalion.

(53) DWO D378-69. Rewire interior of messhall Hill 10.

(54) DWO D201-69. Provide (8) 10X24 bunkers to 5th Marines An Hoa.

(55) DWO D370-69. Construct messgear mount-out boxes for 1st Tank Bn.

10
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b. The following ~ S~ificant Battalion or1g1nated Work Orders 
were canpleted during the month of June 1969. 

(1) B\'1O B266-69. .Accomplish following work at B&R Center in support 
of DWO-:~37-69. 

a. Construct !2) life guard towers. 
b. Construct 2) four hole heads. 
c. Construct 15) mess benches. ' 
d. Move 2~ SEA Huts to 3rd AmTrac Bn. 
e. Connect Electrical power to all bldgs and to outdoor movie. 
f. Install (1) field shower unit. 
g. Install (3) 3,000 gal tanks for ,water. 
h. Construct approximately 1.5 miles of single lane road. 

(2:) BWO B262-69. Construct 84 windshield covers for Bn embark Officer. 

(3) !MO B254-69_ Construct well at 3rd lll Howitizer. 

(4) :awo B275-69. Repau or replace door on Bn S&C fUes as .required 
for proper.security. 

(5) :mi9',·B227-69,. Level & resoreen S;"3 offioe 1st Engr Bn 

(6) EWO B276-69. Construct 5 tables for II CAG. 

(7) EWO B281-69.' Construct (1) small barbecue grill for Division 
Sgt Major. 

(a) BWO B273-69. Construct (4) Standard four hole heads and (Z) 
standaxd (2:) hole heads in support of division work oriel's. 

(9) EWO 13250-69. .Remove (a) partitions from school house and in­
stall. (2::) J,ights in ~ledcap room a.t San !lhuy I a:nd repair plumbing. 

(10) BWO B2.60-69,' Construct one water tower to support (2) 3,000 
gallon tanks at 2/1_ 

(11) BWO B245-69. Design Md. install new sign at Camp Faulkner 
Main. Gate 1st. Engr Bn. 

(12) BWO B270-69,. Install (2') air-conditioners in 1st Engr En 
000 Bunker. 

(1)) JMO B2.59-69. Construct (1) field range packing cra.te ~, (1) 
vaoUllll1 oanand. jug packing crate for 1st Engr Bn., ,; . " 

II 
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The following 27 Significant Battalion originated Work Ordersb.
were completed during the month of June 1969.

(1) BWO B266-69. Accomplish following work at R&R Center in support
of DWO. 337-69.

a. Construct (2) life guard towers.
b. Construct (2) four hole heads.
C. Construct (15) mess benches.
d. Move 22 1/2 SEA Huts to 3rd AmTrac Bn.
e. Connect Electrical power to all bldgs and to outdoor movie.
f. Install (1) field shower unit.

g. Install (3) 3,000 gal tanks for water.
h. Construct approximately 1.5 miles of single lane road.

(2) BWO B262-69. Construct 84 windshield covers for Bn embark Officer.

(3) BWO B254-69. Construct well at 3rd 111 Howitizer.

(4) BWO B275-69. Repair or replace door on En S&C files as required
for proper security.

(5) BWO B277-69. Level & rescreen S-3 office 1st Engr Bn

(6) BWO B278-69. Construct 5 tables for II CAG.

(7) BWO B281-69. Construct (1) small barbecue grill for Division
Sgt Major.

(8) BWO B273-69. Construct (4) Standard four hole heads and (2)
standard (2) hole heads in support of division work orders.

(9) BWO B250-69. Remove (2) partitions from school house and in-

stall (2) lights in Medcap room at San Thuy I and repair plumbing.

(10) BWO B260-69. Construct one water tower to support (2) 3,000
gallon tanks at 2/1.

(11) BWO B245-69. Design and install new sign at Camp Faulkner
Main Gate 1st Engr Bn.

(12) BWO B270-69. Install (2) air-conditioners in 1st Engr Bn
COC Bunker.

(13) BWO B259-69. Construct (1) field range packing crate and (1)
vacumn can and jug packing crate for 1st Engr Bn.
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(14) ]WO ]265-69. Accomplish following work in support of DwO· 337-69. 

1. Construot Water Tower 
2. Reefer Shed 
3. (1) alB Bunker for Ammo 
4. Provide 4 man crew to level SEA Huts 

.. 

(15) BWO ]272-69. Construct 25 Urinoils for 6-3. 
- -
(16) BWO B180-69. Provide support for DWO 1007-69 as follows I 

l~ Construct Shelving 
2. Panel Interior 
3. Fabricate and install cabinets 
4. Install electrical outlets and lighting 

(11) :ewO ]258-69. ;Renovate and modernize (2) LMWS Classrooms, 
construot boardwalks. 

(18) BWO B240-69. Construct parking lot in rear of Construction 
and UCilities shops. 

(19) BWO B239-69. Construot (2.) oulvert fighting bunkers for 5th 
If.Ja.rines .. An E:oa. 

(20) BWO ]238-69. Construct (2) screen doors for toe: Bunker for 
5th Marines .An Boa • 

. (2;1) BWO B264-69. Aecompli.sh following in support of DWO 337-69. 

1. Construct outdoor theater. 
2. Replace screening on 23 SEA Huts. 
3. Construct movie projeotor storage building. 
4. Provide 4 man teem to emplace SEA Hut footings. 

(22) EWO B282-69. Construct (2) Sentry Booths for roadside check­
points on rqute 13-C for 3rd AmTrac Bn. 

(23) EWO B219-69. Provide technical assi.stance to construct Booqy­
Trap.lane at 2/7 Bn Combat Base. 

(24) EWO B287 -69.. Construct ~ Boo bytrs.p Lane. 1'0 3/7. 

(25) . EWO B286-69. Provi\ie Technical EllSsistance to construct a tool 
shed. for 3/7. 

(26) ]t-{O B285-69. Construc1i; range targets for 2/1. , 
',:". 

(21) BWO B288-69. Construct (1) 8Xl.6 reviewing pla't!forin:'f~r 2/1. 
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(14) BWO B265-69. Accomplish following work in support of DWO.337-69.

1. Construct Water Tower
2. Reefer Shed
3. (1) 8X8 Bunker for Ammo
4. Provide 4 man crew to level SEA Huts

(15) BWO B272-69. Construct 25 Urinoils for S-3.

(16) BWO B180-69. Provide support for DWO 1007-69 as follows:

1. Construct Shelving
2. Panel Interior
3. Fabricate and install cabinets
4. Install electrical outlets and lighting

(17) BWO B258-69. Renovate and modernize (2) LMWS Classrooms,
construct boardwalks.

(18) BWO B240-69. Construct parking lot in rear of Construction
and Utilities shops.

(19) BWO B239-69. Construct (2) culvert fighting bunkers for 5th
Marines An Hoa.

(20) BWO B238-69. Construct (2) screen doors for LOC Bunker for
5th Marines An Hoa.

(21) BWO B264-69. Accomplish following in support of DWO 337-69.

1. Construct outdoor theater.
2. Replace screening on 23 SEA Huts.

3. Construct movie projector storage building.
4. Provide 4 man team to emplace SEA Hut footings.

(22) BWO B282-69. Construct (2) Sentry Booths for roadside check-
points on route 13-C for 3rd AmTrac Bn.

(23) BWO B279-69. Provide technical assistance to construct Booby-
Trap lane at 2/7 Bn Combat Base.

(24) BWO B287-69. Construct a Boobytrap Lane fo 3/7.

(25) BWO B286-69. Provide Technical assistance to construct a tool
shed for 3/7.

(26) BWO B285-69. Construct range targets for 2/7.

(27) BWO B288-69. Construct (1) 8X16 reviewing platform for 2/1.
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• 
c. 1:7,151 nu>.nhours, 61,276 BFlumber, 5,762 Equipment Hours, 

1i003 lbs of nails, 47,690 it wire, .982 it pipe, 400 ft cable, 1,3 sheets 
plywood, 44 sheets tin, 22 rolls of screen, 1,027 elect fixtures, '2$1 
plumbing fixtures, 27 rolls roof paper, 5 uninoils, 8 pkgs of 1Ox2;4x8 
Bunker pkgs, 1,118 bolts, 8 boxes of staples, 56 utility poles, 311 bundles 
of IIJatting, 1:00 cubic yds of sand, 10'lbs of cement, 1i6 ax8 bunker pkgs, 
2: grea.se traps], 13 rolls elect ta.pe, 6 rolls tar paper, 1,250 ft Romex 
wire, 5 3000 gallon tanks, },,100 tons of rock, 7t cu yds of gravel, 1:6x32 
Sea Hut pkg (1,), 116 55 gal. drums, 72 bolt clamps, 340 cu yds of 7" surge 
rock, 1 ~13 shape charge, 2 112i4 shape charges, 4 1!137 kits, 3 tank .... platform, 
470 cu ya;rds 3"'minus rock, 1,800 sand bags, 20 drift pins, 1 deck & lighting 
package, 2 st~d.aXd 20x32x8 bunker pkg with deck & lighting, 4420 sq in 
of plexiglass, 3 boxes ~ wood screws,] 1 2Ox32x8 bunker pkg, 10 GU;V anchors, 
to Guy rods, 12 cases bangalore torpedoes, 2 pkgs TSFC :bunker (Timber) pkg. 

d. 1:0,1131 man hours, 1,809 Equipment hours, 12,277 BF lumber, 190 lbs 
of nails, 86 sheets plywood, 6 sheets tin, 2110 ft Ramex cable, 90 ft pipe, 
1(~ gallons paint, 25 55 gallon drums, 580 eu yds of 6" minus rock, 200 cu 
yds of gravel, 3 rolls screen, 8 flOW::.: lights, 11 30-amp breaker', 8 Romex 
connectors, 2 handy boxes;_, 

1-, Civil Affgirs/Civic Action. 

~. During the month of June 1~69, a total of 131 Vietne~ese Civilians 
(not resulting from hostile action) received medical assistance. 

b. Ten truck loads of scrap lumber and 82 pounds of commodities were 
delivered to the village of Son ~u.y I and distributed to the villagers. 
Also, 6,600 p~s of rice was hauled.from Danang to the village of Son Thuy 
L 
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C. 17,151 man hours, 61,276 BF lumber, 5,762 Equipment Hours,
1003 lbs of nails, 47,690 ft wire, 982 ft pipe, 400 ft cable, 13 sheets
plywood, 44 sheets tin, 22 rolls of screen, 1,027 elect fixtures, 297
plumbing fixtures, 27 rolls roof paper, 5 uninoils, 8 pkgs of 10x24x8
Bunker pkgs, 1,118 bolts, 8 boxes of staples, 56 utility poles, 31 bundles
of matting, 100 cubic yds of sand, 10 lbs of cement, 16 8x8 bunker pkgs,
2 grease traps, 13 rolls elect tape, 6 rolls tar paper, 1,250 ft Romex
wire, 5 3000 gallon tanks, 3,100 tons of rock, 71/20 cu yds of gravel, 16x32
Sea Hut pkg (1), 16 55 gal drums, 72 bolt clamps, 340 cu yds of 7" surge
rock, 1 M3 shape charge, 2 M2A4 shape charges, 4 M37 kits, 3 tank.platform,
470 cu yards 3" minus rock, 1,800 sand bags, 20 drift pins, 1 deck & lighting
package, 2 standard 20x32x8 bunker pkg with deck & lighting, 4420 sq in
of plexiglass, 3 boxes #8 wood screws, 1 20x32x8 bunker pkg, 10 Guy anchors,
10 Guy rods, 12 cases bangalore torpedoes, 2 pkgs TSFC bunker (Timber) pkg.

d. 10, 131 man hours, 1,809 Equipment hours, 12,277 BF lumber, 190 lbs
of nails, 86 sheets plywood, 6 sheets tin, 210 ft Romex cable, 90 ft pipe,
13 gallons paint, 25 55 gallon drums, 580 cu yds of 6" minus rock, 200 cu
yds of gravel, 3 rolls screen, 8 flour. lights, 1 30-amp breaker, 8 Romex
connectors, 2 handy boxes.

7. Civil Affairs/Civic Action.

During the month of June 1969, a total of 131 Vietnamese Civiliansa.
(not resulting from hostile action) received medical assistance.

b. Ten truck loads of scrap lumber and 82 pounds of commodities were
delivered to the village of Son Thuy I and distributed to the villagers.
Also, 6,600 pounds of rice was hauled from Danang to the village of Son Thuy
I.
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.3480 

. FIRST ENDOB.SEl-ENT on COJl1Il1a11diDg Offioer, 
3400 of 6 June 1969 

13 June 1969 
o~-~ 

O~ ".All 1 tr 01/.AWlo/' eel OV~ 

From' Commanding Offioer, 1st Engineer :Battalion 
To, Cemmand:in{t General, 1 st ¥Ja.r:1ne Division 

Subj:· Combat Operation After AotiQn Report 

1.. Oonour ~ritl1. reOolllllsndations oited .in paragraph 16 e::::eept tha.t each 
operator w:ill be given the oPDortunity to requ.est and or rejeot the 
plaoeroent of steel plates· ar<mnd the op~ator oompartment • 

. " /-1 .. 
, -.~' ,./::;::..: '~~: .. : ,~". t~:::·>.~, .. _~_~ 

J. F. NADER 

S & C.fllES . 
HEADQUARTERS 

1 S T M AR I~ f. D I V I S ION I F M r ' 

_ ~ 9 215 0 Is 1 '&"'2 

COPL.2_ Of-,_2- COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED

3/LTN/jhg
3480
13 June 1969
059-69

FIRST ENDORSEMENT on Commanding Officer, Company "A" ltr 01/AWM/cel over
3480 of 6 June 1969

From: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report

1. Concur with recommendations oited in paragraph 16 except that each
operator will be given the opportunity to request and or reject the
placement of steel plates around the operator compartment.

Marker
J. F. MADER

S & C.FILES

HEADQUARTERS
1ST MARINE

DIVISION, FMF

69
215

01/157 60ENDCOPY of 7 COPIES
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• • • .co~ltNY "All".· •• •• 

1st Engineer Battalion -
1st IvJa;rina :Division (Rein) FlYI!!' 

FPC San na,.rJ.oisco,· California 96602 

Commar .. ,d.ing O:ffioer 

01 : AvlM:oel 
3480. 
6June 1969 

Via: 
CoIllJ11a,."ld.i....1-1.g' Ge.nerru., 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMB'S' C f1l' ~ 
Commanding OffiQElr, 1 at Engineer Battalion .... ~. t. 

Subj: 
HEAOQUAIHERS 

Combat 'Operations After Aotion Report 1 S T MAR U\\ E [) I V \ S i 0 U J f M!:. 

Rei': (a) DivO 3480.1A 69 2150 
1. 9Q.de . N~.: Operation Woodpecker V 

.". 

,. Loo~i:j....QE:: Dodge Cit-y 
.-. 

40 Co~d~~9..u.a.F .• :t~E1!: . . 
La) Com.'lJl8.tl.ding Officer',' "A" Companyt 1st Engineel.' Battalion 
(b) COmmatlding General, 1st :rr~J.;.1e Division 

5~ ~~.O.E.t~ Og~9-er: 1 st Lieutenant Anthony ",i; MOTTO 010 52 07/1302 
USNCR . 

6. !'~S]C_..QEir~J\t:!.?A:.An ei:lg:i..l:l.s~ platoon, consisting o£ £oUt' T. D. 18 
traryi;ors from 1 st Shore Party Battalion, foUr· tractors aJ1d one M.-60 
c:cane. I:n.OTJ. 1st Entiineer Battalion, one T. D. 'i8 from 1st Battalion, 
11th E':::~~:':':~8,and one tractor from 3=00 :Battalion, 11th Na.ri.nes • 

. _--
7 .j:~?l:~)f2.~! .. T.o;r~c:e.s.: 21st Rahoo-er :BatJGalion, 37th R~ :Battalion; and. 

39th Renc~~ Battalion 

-
8. .!pte.1.lisen9~: The enenw w'es believ~ to be using this area 

extensively as a.. resupply route foi' ammunition and troops and. also 
as a stag:i..ng and recuperating axea. The entire area was heav:i.:q. 
:fortified vTith buJ.1ker complexes, trench lines', and fighting holes. 
The bunkers destroyed v19re fighting type bunlwrs well emplaced ~ritb. 
inter locking £ields of fire.' The location of the bunkers vlere 

. usuallj" in thick bamboo oreaEl' almost undetectable from air and 
gr.'o'\.U1d observation. Buhkers ,vere alsO. found vlithin the trench lines', 
dug into the sides of the trench line.: 'The bunkers weTe o£ 
extraord.inaxy quality and, c:t::'aftsmanship', re:Lnforoed with bamboo, 
barbed\,lire stdi:es, and railxoad ties obtained from the berm runn.ing 
.north and south through the area.. Spider holes and £5"ghting holes 
were £ound in .alose proximity to the bunker comple~s. Tunnels \':e~"'e 
discovered vdth the bunl;:ers, head.ing from the bt.lllke~s to another type 
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COMPANY "A"
1st Engineer Battalion

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

01:AWM:cel
3480
6 June 1969

From: Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMFTo:

S & C.FILESVia: Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion
HEADQUARTERS

1ST MARINE DIVISION, FMFSubj: Combat Operations After Action Report

(a) DivO 3480.1ARef:
69 215

1. Code Name: Operation Woodpecker V
COPIES7of/COPY

2. Dates of Operation: 301100H March 1969 to 301700H May 1969

3. Location: Dodge City

4. Commanding Headquarters:
(a) Commanding Officer, "A" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion
(b) Commanding General, 1st Masine Division

5. Reporting Officer: 1st Lieutenant Anthony W. MOTTO 010 52 07/1302
USMCR

6. Task Organization: An engineer platoon consisting of four T. D. 18
tractors from 1st Shore Party Battalion, four tractors and one M-60
crane from 1st Engineer Battalion, one T. D. 18 from 1st Battalion,
11th Montees, and one tractor from 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines.

Supportir Forces: 21st Ranger Battalion, 37th Ranger Battalion, and7.
39th Ranger Battalion

8. Intelligence: The enemy was believed to be using this area
extensively as a, resupply route for ammunition and troops and also
as a staging and recuperating area. The entire area was heavily
fortified with bunker complexes, trench lines, and fighting holes.
The bunkers destroyed were fighting type bunkers well emplaced with
inter locking fields of fire. The location of the bunkers were
usually in thick bamboo areas, almost undetectable from air and
ground observation. Bunkers were also found within the trench lines,
dug into the sides of the trench line. The bunkers were of

extraordinary quality and craftsmanship, reinforced with bamboo,
barbed wire stakes, and railroad ties obtained from the berm running
north and south through the area. Spider holes and fighting holes
were found in close proximity to the bunker complexes. Tunnels were
discovered with the bunkers, heading from the bunkers to another type
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fortificfrench lineof fighting andposition. positionbunker
was discovered along the eastern bank of the: shalf river extending
from coordinates A2978596 to AD76971. The inteiligence report
received by the Rangers revealed that the enemy had used this
particular position to halt a sweep by the 21st Ranger Battalion.
This trench lino position led into the Song Thu Bon River and was
believed to be a route of entrando and egresia for the enemy.

An intercepted radio message received by the Ranger Headquarters
Group showed that an NVA engineer platoon was tasked with the
mission of destroying the equipment being used on the land clearing.
Contact was made on 12 April 1969 by two compänies of the 21st
Ranger Battalion resulting in twenty NVA soldiers killed, and five
friendly KTA's and twelve WIA's. Contact with the enemy in the area
in which ve were working was prevalent throughout the operation.

I feel that the main enemy technique used to hinder or stop the
operation was the saturation of particular areas in which the tractors
were to operate with booby-traps, resulting in numerous casualities
to the engineers. The security suffered heavey losses from this
technique. Areas such as those described were found at coordinates

A1980577, AT979571, AT983557, AT990564, AT000570. The railroad
berm is definitely heavily mined and booby-trapped. The Ranger
security suffered numerous casualities along this fill.

Throughout the operation, evidence was discovered indicating that
the enemy was using this area to stage its night attacks both on
our positions and Marine positions located around Hill 55. Several
small caches of food and ammunition were uncovered during the
operation. A Browning Automatic Rifle was uncovered and found to be
in perfect operating condition, having been recently oiled. VC flags
and both V.C and NVA uniforms were uncovered, along with rice and
cornsturis

Particular attention should be paid to the fact that an estimated
92% of all orderhoo destroyed WCC dud To ST ordin noc. An ostimated
3% of this was found to bo stripped of its explosivo
material This may account for some of the mine and booby-trap
indidents that have occured throughout this T. 0. R. M-26 gronade

were prevalent throughout the operation. An estimated
booby-traps detonated were from dud artellery rounds and

(renades and 90% of those were M-26 grenades.M-26

9. Mission:
(a) Prothic combat engineer support to Ranger Battalions as required.
(b) Destroy all vegetation, field fortifications, and living areas
within the area bounded on the West by Liberty Road extending to
coordinates AT970565, on the East by the Suoi Co Ga River, on the
north, by the Song La Tho River and on the South by the Song Thu-
Bon River.

10. Concept of Operation: Engineers from 1st Engineer Battalion
assisted by operators from 1st Shore Party Battalion, 1st Battalion,
11th Marines, and from 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines acted in direct
support of the 21st, 37th, and 39th Ranger Battalions. Ranger
units were to provide tactical security for the engineers involved
in the operation. The clearing of this area should partially
eliminate the possibility of booby-trapping and aid in the denying
of this terrain for future enemy use.
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operations in the Dod,g8 Gl..·i::;y D.r8a~ Til!'J 8ngin.ec:': ])1) f;,i. t:Lons \-Tere 
E: 8tc""!,blish0d:~' ont3 -\.{i";:~~l ':~:'-1\"h F:8 .. ngeJ7. Ik~:rj·b;.l.l.i,ol:'fJ v,r:]oO t;b. tIl,:} rG spective 
ba+t~'i ~O;0'" ')-~o''''l.·,,~ rA".-" '>" -"".,., .,-'1' f'o'/' ';'~l"~' '-"0'" ";l'(l "'("r··'iD~T'.''''~'·~ ~+ thn;..r 'oJ C~,..J.. ~._~~ .l:~L I \.. .. ,:-c-_u.t;: :'"::· ... ~·...,j."_'VA~ _ .• ,_ <1, .......... , .. ) ..... w._ ..... -:lj~,,-...1;,_J.~ .... j .... t.:lr'-' ",""~ 

po S.::1;:tO.~'!" I~8.01\ 1')0 ~=}i t.i,)l~, '>lorkurl 2(r;~)C::'D,"~21~l :f:CC;T:.} tb.G Ot}1:0:J.:' PO sitioh 
'LL.'1'ti:t 25 AOY.':L:L '1~(OFhcn 0).1 mcm a;'a eg::.:i .. P:U:1<3!J.t "IIOJ!G ';Tc;:rkir.tg in the 

- ., - ~ . - ~ . 1:'..t.. .. "~ ...... ..::} t' tl. '. 
S::;i,mO ,);':'89,. '"-'tus OLUil.1.hn.tod BOYllO p::'O ,10!llS ot CCJ:h::'O.L all", ERlgr,;.om~ .. ~1.e 

()~J't:::::""'1:.Lag ,:,f llE':X'[;c; n"."la. l'l1El:i;orials 110Gr18cl throughout the Opl'r8;::j.on~ 
Tb.f.~ ~t;.ang~J:r.8 ;;J_~o·\ii..d).;c1. ~:;'~'Je ·2omp[1i:~li811_-"._::()~~ s8c''!ritJr ana. o.nG 'plf'j"JGOOXl for 
c1.u~~~ .£':3:'0 S: .. l,Pi.ICr-t; Q,f -tbe trD.d;o~8r<- :'~lho Itru:.ger' (~oinp2..l:1:l.es ~:re:re 

~~~:,~~~~>~t~~0 E~~~~:;C~~'~: '~~ ~~~~Z .~~'~~~~~~e ill; :~~o::;'Jl1;;h~h~ e~~~ft;~~~dl~'~ the 

P~+c';)'; ~,,;·,l: .'t' \', .p·"'Ol"l~· .... f" ri-I,o ·i·l""':....'c.·,··Y·.'" "JPt .,..~tbor ~(":: 'i '" ,.,.",,.:; .,..,omn·;'J::1ad rj" ~I_~. ~L \.,.. 'o". I. .. .• __ .I .. ,_.. V .... I_~ I.,..... ~.~;,. \, v_~ :... I VI. I ""'_ oL-!....... • i::>, v ...:-LJ. C,!.J.J.V.. oJ- • "~:j,.(.~ 

i11. po e,itio-~.. T.i10 Gq1:liI.;illont i'l~l:lc':;_I~. ,~t.n. do signa"ted areas wi tl1 one 
O.tlgLllOC:r.: a.s~<ig!~Gd.. tv Gna[.!. .1o:ecilcd::OJ:'Q jl.l mon llO:rO haln10ts Qi.1:.d flE'lc 
1308::: 8:~; nI:. tim.Ck1 'CO rCdU0() caS"J,a .. lil:;:L(~s ctUG to bcol"Y-traps. 
EqU;LJ);umt'!J[,fj ;UG',) posi·t:f.OhCd. approrirD,.'J.i;cJ.y :)0 1;0 50 mci:;GrsoP1JXt 
t(; c:~:1.(Jti.xl['J'", po ss:Lbi:.ity o::~ lfJl.1.J.dp18 co,f:>'uolit:i..e s from tho 
:lc)'l~c\lHi:;iCjj of [~ ~G:L;1e c:cboo 1:~:lN,trGP t,.; Ohe tractor. The engineers 
f'j:J.1o;·,j'·3Q :.J!. ·l;:L~[.G·~ 6f -tiic b~[lG':;;)r;:, I'0corcUJ:1.g all fortii'ico;honsE'J1d 
c~:d..nG':'Ge (i('),"'~~:;:-(ly(~(l, 1'1:; ;"as rI;:;dJleo. that for:.s[J.cty reasons 011 

~ • ., '" rl ' Ir • + ' ','C- h',.. 1 ~ . 
p0I·SO~:}:J\.~"1. '~;e:I·~·"! ·~;o rcmO.J.Il. conl.llu U;.lG "tiru,C:J.q~~s:s f~~g. .... w ~ OJ.Ol1.Sl.Ve 

tactic,j DlOlurl.n:l :?lome Cll:tpoot and :9ctrols. ~~o nugmor.t the, defensive 
po 'O';!..TJ.O.'.',;:;s rJ'X(l]?cc:t:i,r~ fi:co s ·w includo 105Ivj}1 ho;ritzcrs ,vera f;trod 
')1-;. l;Lh:ely QV8l'CLl,,"ij of' D:9:rrOClch o..nd plotted fo:: on·call torgctso 
r1a:rrr,"ie::.l's ,8.n,t5,p·~~·rdictingf;i):'~8 y18r0 conti:.1uous tb.rougl'i.out th';) 

,nfgh' r /,('. ,In'': ;:P.')\I . ::2(~1') o:d ea;, 'tltb: :j~B;;;:c,h f :,:C8':;: ']:O'io;'1i;~t0 d . i.n" '35'\JD.suD.J:ities 
\)ii e~J;.}IVb!.;oom:P;D.i'.lf;"'·~'VIl1i~c :1~oi'kil;g "~li.'tj,1 th8RbJ.1g3J:'S, th's HarineS'did 
'lij0'd~;pxrt:i,'di:pBe0':ni perimet'e::::- de:fef,sd :Jiice'xoeption to:this ,ms 

CtLiL~i"I~A~~:;~e~1~~~el1t;',bcwe 'OQ~ ).~od(.d ,O'G, 6o~:!.~d,inat~s AT99,2'51,~3fhere 
'};~:~!!:(';~~!,;3:~(: ,;9=:~d.~t?:1 vr~ ~~J:. 8;nc~ )d.J.~_ s,.;')}:" 'br: occ,as!pris: ,:'i>-;··. 

TJC£CC'i" so:::n.rr6.t.(,J,.rl,g\TOT.k~ tnc .l:'~o.ngp? oJ~lUP[;I_:.1~,~S ealJ.qd:L1. p;r:b:..l1ery 
:,,: .. r~:() ·tllt~· CO:G8, ';~'~'Q:.".·:~it~~~6 ",gO"5_115' to, ·~'T.OI·fi·;·· ·i~""':ti+G-)?-o:P,:G' .0£- a.~str~ 

J~"f;' ..':-j1i~' 'b')':\)Y:-1f~;'ld;)~so:':Ltd,8,' teohlJ.quo )lC,S. idnin1l:.l.l,·effec.t~ The,. 
'.s·c.(;c:.; ;;lhn. TDD:ii,~'j ::o.n:b .:~}:~o:i:~l)(;;.si:l;:Lo:n.!ti,ie.n~J n~tes,p:rior ,to. ,,', 
c;: .. ~ . ..~;~~. RO(J[[;1i18hC:iJ:l.g 'i-lP:r:k •. Tt.,·ras fel:!:; .. ·.tha;b this .tecti..t1iG;1lC ',,~ula 

,<L:.iI"L.c:·,_) tilcJ pos'sibiiity of .,£>ii GhOnrrDmb:USh.< This 'tcohniq~o vlerked 
,,;';'ll:, ",:;3DJ.tingin i;he f.leOtU:ity:inconta~·&' ,:,ithtb&encDwon five . 
~i;;::2-;ci~.,).'.~,,' .~)o£'ore '\Iiork OOJIllilt:mrj<3d. .011.0. base c~'vns :rnoYca, onoe dUring 

,·U~.(;,~;::.'3ft.1,-i,iio.1. froJU. ooo::co.;i.l1.al;c;s AT98J583 to~ !_T990576c'J ,T~:is m:)ve viaS 
;'l.tiid.o:t?";;d:""Y),'t,o 'reonco.:tJ:i.c' ·tiniu;equ::':.:!~qd 'bo arl:l.:V:o' atthc ,sit 0 .. · One 
h~,j~·tcJ.i,-1ii. s:i.ze)JuseCi3):T9.:U1.a,.~J:lG·comJ.1aL'tf)JaS~ ,ca,,~ 1{ere' constIuctcd 
~ci:;,x'illg the Opern;\;iC;>n.,. :~:tn:ight.,aJ.ltra9t()rs,,.Md ,trIJi1o;t:'s: ueri;l dUg 
i.tia:Pl;J?on!Dately· 20.l1i~~ers n:pe..rt,1rith :b6~s ~t'~Qu.np.fhel.l).~:. . .• 

/rhis1'ms' .dorieto' le.ssen.,t:he possibi1,'i:t;y- '6f'd.3,.~e,:totJie tractors 
.·f~1C·p:t. ·in6':";~?'t·~;J:· .ahd ~~Gclcoj~~ "I::~:a.~~T!~n·~at·~.oiio ... "_. " > ' .. ". '.~', .. '. : l.~.:·, 
:. ()Yl,J. ;i,:i.jor 10.8S011.' le8.ri.1.co .. 'ln ··bhe.~c8"of.12l'l.d.'~<cl.QDring1'ro.S ,the '. 
iEPO~·[;p..b.00 of, holmet 0:' 2,ncif;uJ.,'l;:, jc,0ket so" oh iit:ur.e:r;ous:'oqoc.~ions nlOh 

';If;:i~6 .'SX'loo. from 'd.outh;i~ :sG:;':'iousin~from tragrncntirfro,m:l:iooby-:­
::t::::,B,ps".,~An9thor: major .losson leox11cd. roy,olvoo ~:o'\ll'ldtho :f~' tll.1.t .. 
'C;)fyt.iituo.1J.sp ~d,;rolli.ng . M(tambush:t.ng ,mus;t;' "bl:). done "in 8l.'ons, previou:siy 
.c:,6>G::>.3d~, ' S~xB.Micr C;S-cl.rui'ti~sMdon9K~ina'. :"o.~cli~yr~SJll ted 
"{" 

:~r' .. ' 
~: , I,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

11. Execution: On 100 March 1969 the engigners bed Camp Faulkner
for Hill 55. Arriving at Hill at $300 we were joined by Shore
Party personnel and 1400. deposit to hegin.land clearing
operations in the Dodge City area. Two engineer positions were
established, one with each Ranger Battalion, with the respective
battalions provideing security for the non and equipment at their

position. Each position worked séperately from the other position
until 25 April 1969 when all men and equipment were working in the
same area. This eliminated some problems of control and augment the
obtaining of parts and materials needed throughout the operation
The Rangers provided two companies for security and one platoon for
close fire support of the tractors. The Ranger Companies were
positioned one to two hundred mobers around the equipment and the
single platoon obayed with the tractors. The security didn't
patrol out in front of the tractors but rather set in and remained
in position. The equipment worked in designated areas with one
engineer assigned to each tractor. All men wore helmets and flak

goar at all times to reduce casualities due to booby-traps.
Equipment was also positioned approximately 30 to 50 meters apart
to eliminate the possibility of multiple casualities from the
determation of a mine of booby-trop by one tractor. The engineers
followed in tience of the tractors recording all fortifications and
ordnance destroyed. It was decided that for safety reasons all

personnel were to remain behind the tractors, Night defensive
tactics included some outport and patrols. To augment the defensive

positions, supporting fires to include 105MM howitzers were fired
on likely avenues of approach and plotted for on-call targets.
Harrassing and interdicting fires were continuous throughout the
night. One POW reported that such fires presulted in 35 casualities
on ex: NVA company. Whito working with the Rangers, the Marines did
no't participate in perimeter defense. One exception to this was

that the permenent base camp located at coordinates AT992578 where
Nomines worde credited with enemy kills on thro occasions.

Before commencing work. the Ranger Companies called in artillery
into the area we weire going to work, in the hope of destroying

booby-traps, This technique has minimal effect. Theany
bion moved into their position twenty minutes prior toSEOULT

the commencing work. It. was felt that this technique would
eliminato the possibility of an enemy ambush. This technique worked
well, resulting in the security in contact with the enemy on five
occasions before work commenced. One base camp was moved once during
the operation from coordinates AT980583 to AT990570. This move was
undertakan to reduce the time required to arrive at the site. One
bettalion size base camp. and one company base catip were constructed
during the operation. At night all tractors and trailers were dug
in approximately 20 meters apart with berns built around them.
This was done to lessen the possibility of damage to the tractors
fiscan incitar and rocket fragmentation.

One major lesson learned in the area of land clearing was the
importance of holmets and flak jackets. On numerous occasions mon
were saved from donth serious injury from fragments from booby-
traps, Another major lesson learned revolved around tho foot that
continuous patrolling and ambushing must be done in areas previously
cleared. Six Ranger casualities and one Marine casuality resulted
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M.~iln J~:r~cd i1'\:IJy:tT1.~A.i;yth~-p~ous 
dCWo Heavy b£lJllboo treo Unoa ubtl. dc::%tr~y~il :,Y:usi.l1g 40 pound 
cro.tering charges pla.o~i.nl!~cL~:tcl~.f!T~·t,o.~ix feot :~;jo'; .. h 
ground level d~stroyj_nf" ."'~;;, oig:rl~ to hine. i'cot; ~"lid8 ,3-"1:.'cuth ofb8lllboo 
uhen detOl'l.:'1:tied. 

12. ~:ru.1..t::J.~ Dcntru6ti0.':::' Q.ceoID1Jlidnod rne. a.GIiYjlitiono c~oMe(lb' 
1. Engineors of Com:?[lXW' HA" r assisted by personnel from 1st Sho:.ce 
Pcxty J3attalion9 Support Con;parw ~ 1 st' Engineer Battalion, e~'ld 11th 
1.f.a;':in3s~ in S"llpport of tho 21st, 37trii eM 39th Ranger :Battalions 

. aQoomp1.bhed the follo,dng tasks: 
0.0 :Destroyed the follotriD..g forti£ication:' 

644 Bu,nker F.l 

5::3 Fighting 110108' 

400Spid.er traps 
143 Yexds of tv.nncl co~lcxcs 

- '" J .. ___ . -

b~ IJoot:cqyed 2911 yarde: of tronch line approxi.mately t~eo to tive 
feet ,dd.e ~ 
~~ ,ApPrJximat:e1..v 8;000,000 squar.e metors i'Tero 01 ea:t' ed. 
c1. Dc siJru.ct:!..on of f:.ciendly o:rcIDc.l1oe: 

1-100C) rc'.'...."ld bomb 
13~ 500 ];Joana. bomb 
1 5- 250 pound bomb 
8-155NM rounds 
2-8 inoh rounds 
2-106MN rounds 
38-105:t>lN rounds 
2-9 m-lJ'I round s 
6-81}TI1'IIE··rounO.s 
2-8H1H'fUsei: ;;,' 
68- 60l1H 'ID!.lrounds 
12.;..6o:r.IDifuses .' ~ 

.• '~.r 

··'1-6QMftI illumination round 
9-2.75 ttm rookets . . 

, . 6. Q$w: 60Ml-r incieomemii ' 
1',2,,';';~,!. P. rooltet' 

.' 2:;'-" . ;:;=il,I ::i:xnmds ' 
16-1" 25 gron<.1Clesnot, boobY ... tra.pped 
8-11 ?" 'e 
5- 9(;~J:::ui J.'oums ' 
11-l",~·~toril.y mines 
31"·)0 oruibc:c rotl.r...C',b, 
20~jO caliber roundn 
i;.5~·h62I1i'1 aJt1III'21.rdtion 
100"; 5;5 6:rvn.I8.1L' ,n;:' tiol1. 
180 .. n1 c.mmuni tion 
1-N 33 gre.t4.'tCle 
1.;..2CMi:I round 
2- e..:i;:;:'c:::'8ft :Lllv.nU.lw..t5.011 rOl)'.'1ds 
''1·.bomb igniter , 

e $ .Ei1t:m:.y- If,LuG's, 3xidboo 1:w-trap s de stroyed: 
20-11 26, {{'..c'e1~,Cl.des (boo by-trapned) 
4-82Htl rouncls, ("uooby-tra.ppod) 
;'12· .. chi-ooms('boo"oy .. tr2,)J;?cd) , 

-2-1 05l'lJYI rO"LUlcfs (boo 1:Jy- tJ:'t:1,pped) 
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from an. area Morted in by :the scienty the previous
day. Heavy bamboo tree lines work. destroyed by using 40 pound
cratering charges place. to six feet above
ground level destroying sh eight to nine foot wide grouth ofbamboo
when detonated.

12. Regults: Destruction accomplished and demolitions expended.
1. Engineers of Company "A"s assisted by personnel from 1st Shore
Party Battalion, Support Company, 1st Engineer Battalion, and 11th
Marines, in support of the 21st, 37th, and 39th Ranger Battalions
accomplished the following tasks:
a Destroyed the following fortification:

644 Bunkers
533 Fighting holes
400 Spider traps
143 Yards of tunnel complexes

b. Destroyed 2911 yards of trench line approximately three to five
feet wide.
C. Approximately 8,000,000 square meters were cleared.
d. Destruction of friendly ordnance:

1-1000 pound bomb
13-500 pound bomb
15-250 pound bomb
8-155MM rounds
2-8 inch rounds
2-106MM rounds
38-105MM rounds
2-90MM rounds
6-81MM HE rounds
2-81MM fuses
68-60MM HE rounds
12-60MM fuses
1-60MM illumination round
9-2.75 rockets
6-cans 60MM increments
1-2-799. P. rocket
24. 92M rounds
16-1 25 gronades not booby-trapped
8-M 70's
5-CONRAM rounds
11-butterfly mines
31-50 caliber rounde.
200-30 caliber rounds
456-7.62MM amminition
100-5.56MM are ition
180-M 1 ammunition
1-M 33 grenade
1-20MM round
2=aircraft illumination rounds
1-bomb igniter

e. Enemy mines and booby-traps destroyed:
20-M 26 grenades (boolyy-trapped)
1-82MM rounds (booby-trapped)
2-chi-com (booloy-trapped)
2-105M r rounds (booby-trapped)

4$
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7·~·iJo(1L;8 otJ,e veak old 
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"~~'1E~11s 
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·1·r~ B ViJ.1 'fIg' ll1£\,c-:h:t.:'le 
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~. TctrJ. 0.cmolitio,n exponded: 
:j,., i} 4000 pOU'y\C.8 

'ilJT .; 000 p1)1JJtfL~1 

6coo ZC8t d.Gtoilc",::t::Ln.g cord 
i20:) ':;~!!"PtixjB cap G 
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13 Q P.i'!29-2]:i~r€~~·::.(t:~~;_-:?:~_.!~:~~.~~~~~fl~ ~ 
-I" A ::'ofnJ?P~::Y PG5_~:'~~TS establ:Lshed with the Ranger Gr01.1p C. P. 
10oe:tb=:Ci. on H:L1L,55o lIj:; 't;h~.s position t,.ro men 1vore stationed Md one 
!1-5'l 'lJTC"f, staged" Alldomclitio!13 and "e" rations .[ere stoge at 
this poGi,tion until neca,OQ by tho using units in the field. As 
£tllp:~:;j"ies of this l'l'1ture "Tere neoded; they uero delivered \-lith the 
y~ 51 ~ All dcme 1i"G.ions 8nd. ChOll 1lOre ordered. through Compairy "A II, 
1 st Enginoor Be;ttnlion1 "the then delivered them to Hill 55. The 
mon cct th:ts posi+::ioJ1.':.vcre oJ.OO rCSl)Onsible for the delieve1:y' of 
hO,:t ahoH evary nigllt.. This ''';2,S obteined from tho moss hcll 011. Hill 
55" Tho f'~el M.d. on uGre de:Live:r.oddiroctly to the field dnily. 
T.ho Y:e:[\wlor \J2-8 sohGdulsd. for oitL1CX 1200 ~ 1700 d~dly 00 that 03.1 
o<}.'C.ipn:)nt: 11''.18 j:O'~cJj.ly 8:vailabj,o for spoody refueling. Extra diosel 
,-rH"':Jll !:J2J,::i J.11 tJ2'';: ,:C .. Lc;l.d, 'fer ,,:mo:;c-gonay use uhen tho refuoler could 
not :Ii,:.!';:';) Jt t() '~~t0f:~:;Id<, Sv,ch vas tho case 011. 30 April 1969, 'I[hel1 

DECLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED

16 min
1-2 10 mine
2-25 pound direction mines
i-anti-tank mine
1-5 pound anti-persinnel nine
3-booby-trapped ammunition cans

f. Enery ordnance captured CBP destroyed:
6.3 40 rooketa
2-R. P. G. rodkets
124-NVA/VO blasting caps
1-75MM round
1-55MMrround
3.pull, pressure, release firing devices
2-NVA 25 pound shape charges
2-MVA bangelor torpedoes
518-mounds of AV.47 ammunition
300-srounds SKS ammunition
39-ohi-com grenades
2-mines, type unknown
1-SKS cifie
T-TAR

go 570 potiado of rice, 650 pounds of corn, and 200 cand of figh

déstroyed.
h. Miscellaneous:

7-bodies one week old
4-books possibile intelligence information
16-wells
3-VC flags
7-sewing machine
Askaives
3-shovels

i. Total demolition expended:
0-4 4000 pounds
INT 1000 pounds
6000 feet detonating cord
1200 blasting caps
3000 .cot time fuze
8-10 our shape charges
150.0 nound dratering charges

13. Administrative Matters:
to A trosupply point was established with the Ranger Group C. P.

located on Hill 55. At this position two men were stationed and one
M-51 was staged. All demolitions and "C" rations were stage at
this position until needed by the using units in the field. As
supplies of this nature were needed, they were delivered with the
M-51. All demolitions and chow were ordered through Company "A",
1st Engineer Battalion, who then delivered them to Hill 55. The
men at this position were also responsible for the delievery of
hot chow every night. This was obtained from the moss hall on Hill
55. The fuel and oil were delivered directly to the field daily.
The refueler was scheduled for either 1200 ar 1700 daily SO that all

equipment was mondity available for speedy refueling. Extra diesel
was on hand in the field for emergency use when the refucler could
not make it to the field, Such was the case on 30 April 1969, when
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it wLssion.. watC!l!·1JLufolC1'r";:lrJt;:r;n..~rJ Qnt on tho oporryl:;iont' H[1.:~ 
refJl10G C78-:::Y oth2T cl[W ;,,;t, (-kJ:i.dcn r::'r,:c,(; J3r~idgco .. 1111 GllJ,pJ.ics·9· 
e~Tcl·uoi..tlb "::;hc ::=;s :,:"GO'::i!.S_.11.0(St)fJfJ~_:'::f f:~:a: th¢~ ~rlL1.i.ntcrl2.n'~G cf cql:tiYiil01'lt·,,, 
1{3:CO ')rc:.,:;].'I'd, r~.;i.~~0ct:J.:.'· i~!.c)'rr. ;/X: (;~m:J:1 ;':.n:,y., S'upplic s n.ccilcd. fa: o Quipm8.t'lt. ,­
gac+}: 0..9 C'.il 8:':.i.'} :q CW::"'c:s :~. -"t':G?:O :)1.,~d.:.?·::;ocG. cLi.rc G~tl~'r froE1 
1 at !-T.:.n..g.-:. 11;: (~,::: ~)(rL: t .. ~~1 },0 tl ') 

2 .. ~·~~~i .. l')'~;\)11.£~}.1,:~~,) '~nJ,Q l:.').~.formGd. 1J:tr hi{;l~ly cr.1c:"ifiod~ lu.:}ehDJ:l:Lc8 \"T11.o 
rGm,f'.(r,o":1. .'Ltl tjlG f.toL:l: ~.\lG· CO~1tact t.:0811l frOl!l 1 i}t En&.:inee::: JJC!.'ttaJ..io :'i:" 
ocre:.':; ·.r.:~1 "t]:.lC! .fJ.91e.. ~~:~)ClJ..t O'~lcrI'J~ fou.x- cic~TS'~ ohcck3.r.g 8qi.ti-l)~£LO.'lTb and 
1J['ing':L';:~7~ ?;l.::'·~s )c:r;YiCrl.:>ly 0:0:181.'2::1. fer O.G'l:Tll cCl"J.ipment. Vii,1011 oqui})lIDnt 
1'i'cJ.C: G_c;:J;lngc,(I. c.,-,;", t,:, (;.i'lC:ll1'! ;J.O'hion or m.""jor brco.kimms tho.t CO'llld not· 
b:c 1·.)]:<'j.::rJG. L,. the fio:;'·i it '\'T[~3 so.r .. ,i; to 1 st Engineer J3t1.ttn..lion for 
T_9.1) ['I.i1: f3 : 

33 Cu(','U[).·(;:1.08lIC:CG trGatod i:m.r.lodiatoly in the field by gttaoheo. 
H"VlJ PC;G..'BOllL''lG::''" ~'::_«r~"b.os ';12:8 cclled through the Ranger lIowiqu8rters. 
L2 .. l1dlng 7.crtCf) ',Tel' a lJ1iilt in tho field appro:x:i!lL'J.tely 25 !1le-i:;er~.· 
by 25 Itlot;eJ.'s ixc si'ts. 'r'llin provided ['. 82£'0 lMding zono for t. J 

medo'v'[1c h9Jj_,):),tsr. [lverc"go time reqnired to mcd.ovao Q, casuality 
"1['.0 aJ):prcxlHl'."tcly i;1J'ehre minutes from the time co..m:u:1lity vmo 
received. 
4~ lo/A 
5. W.A 

14. .~'J?_~gLgJ._,J-2.Sl~l~~·?p'S.'ntpJ!d._~e.9jlAiSlu.e.?: Tho equip1T!-ent on operation ,,,Toodpcckcr 
iT (Phr:.ss '1) cnD.8i.stod ot eight TD 18 1s, one 1,';..60 crMe, D..nd one E.iiD.¢.o. 
tr;cotor. K'J.o.ll 'cX'nctor hns different cal,)2.bilitics Md vTaS employed 
in SU.8h r:. ;;1[,JW.'.::r ao to rocoi vo mf'.Xinn.un output from eaoh one. I,Ilien' 
in the field tl1.o tractors >lorked c.t a miniIInltl of 30 to 40 moters 
n.P8.l't so a8 to dCc:L'ot:'..se the posGi1:Jilit-y cf caSU,81ities if n trr"dor 
should hit ['. mine or ['I" boomJ-tl'o.p. The Eimco is bost cmgloyed in 
thiclc bc..niboo g"collthos r.r dGl1.cO troG linos. Tho TD 18 is g slo~r but 
lJov,crful Ll[',ohil1o ::ruitnblo for tl1io typo of operation. The disaO.vontnge 
of this trs,otor is tho hoC',t that is gonore,tod onto the operator from 
tho engine~ In. C:-:>d;r0;'lQl~rhcavy bC'llboo tJ1ickot; crntering eh2Xgos 
i;lOl'8 uf;'c,l tG o08L~or oX' ~-.rodce;.1 tho bC!Jllboo. IncciJ.<i8l."7{ gTerw..dos viera: 
cl:::) c'C1·'-lcyu~. \·;-i.!0!!. mil1imcl effects on tho bC"lllboo. 

15. 9g:p!-~'!~r ::.8. ;':,;,l,'1;;'~C~:1.J3." I:rcU'i.l1,~ tho entire opcJ:'o,tion, coordLl'1a·~ion 8 .. l1d 
CO(1)·:c· _ ':";'~C.~; \L:collo11t.1 ~lllis '!'lM lc;rgoly c.ti;ributed to tho .iJ;rnW 
ciI:vL,ol.i,;!::,,::;:.tio.l1oQ vith oct.ch RCl1,,';'Gr Battalion. Over 8,000,000 o~8Xe 
!ll::::tt.n.'": 0:':: ::.uT,cin 1[ore COF~~)lotoly loveled; enomy fcrtifications o.nd 
ca(;b,ea ,Tem dO;'3b:oycd; .· .. c:.nc. J::'outcs of e-ntrn.l1ce end exit into this ['XeD, 
ll1oi.o o['..slly obsor"mblc. DOOCll80 of tho improved surveillance, booby­
tra:i?pillg end m:"..1'100u.v.::.a::':i.l1/~win be weh morc difioul t for the enellW. 

16. R6oorn!nenda.tiol1N 
T.-"T};'[;{'-thre-e-·or four dC{,rn notice prior to tho bogiYl.niJ:1..g of n leno. 
clecring opero..Jdol1. be gi von -to cll pOJ::soni:tel involved. T'nis . time 
,'lo:uld be used to prop crly P. E. equipment. 
2 • .At cll times, helmets Q.l'ld fInk jD.ck0ts should be ""'orn to eli1'.linato 
serious c[',mwJ:ties suffored from fraementntion 1-,ounds. 
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at coordinates AT900581 the refucier hit a five pound mine detering
it from its mission. A.water 100 pack ont on the operation, var
refilled every other day at Golden Gate Bridge. All supplies,
excluding those items necessary for the maintenance of equipment,
were ordered directly from HA" Company. Supplies needed for equipment,
such as cil and parts. weze ordered directly from Support Company,
1st Engineer Battalion,
2. ministenance was performed by highly qualified mechanics who
remained in the field. The contact team from 1st Engineer Battalio
Oams to the field about every four days, checking equipment and

bringing parts previously ordered for down equipment. When equipment
was damaged due to enemy action or major breakdowns that could not
be repeived in the field it was sent to 1st Engineer Battalion for
répairs.
3. Casualties were treated immediately in the field by attached

Navy personnel. ware called through the Ranger Headquarters
Landing zones were built in the field approximately 25 metero

by 25 meters in size. This provided a safe landing zone for t. e

medevao helicopter. Average time required to medevac a casuality
was approximately twelve minutes from the time casuality was
received.
4: N/A
5. N/A

14. Special Equipment and Techniques: The equipment on operation Woodpocker
V (Phase 1) consisted of eight TD 13's, one M-60 crane, and one Einco
tractor. Each tractor has different capabilities and was employed
in such a mannor as to receive maximum output from each one. When
in the field the tractors worked at a minimum of 30 to 40 meters

apart SO as to decrease the possibility of casualities if a tractor
should hit a mine or a booby-trap. The Eimco is best employed in
thick bamboo growthes or dence tree lines. The TD 18 is a slow but
powerful machine suitable for this type of operation. The disadvantage
of this tractor is the heat that is gonerated onto the operator from
the engine. In extremely heavy bomboo thicket, cratering charges
were uged to destroy or weaken the bamboo. Incendary grenades were
cliou corloyed with minimal effects on the bamboo.

15. Commond is Analysis: During the entire operation, coordination and
cooponic .on TOB oxcellent, This was largely attributed to the Army
advisors positioned with each Ranger Battalion. Over 8,000,000 square
motors of becarain were completely leveled; enemy fortifications and
caches were destroyed; and routes of entrance and exit into this area
made easily observable. Because of the improved surveillance, booby-
trapping indmenoeuveringwill be much more dificult for the enemy.

16. Recommendations:
1. That three or four days notice prior to the beginning of a land
clearing operation be given to all personnel involved. This time
would be used to properly P. M. equipment.
2. At all times, helmets and flok jackets should be worn to eliminato
sorious casualties suffered from fragmentation wounds.
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30 'parts, suah [l.S pet co9ks', fuel lines', c.nd shut-off valves', 
should be present in the fiolc1. o 

4~ 1J.1hat PG::::,sor~nl}l p::::r'cicip[l."r;ing in n lMd c1enring be told vrh[1.t 
type of C:L'CJ1r..1.l1.GO'mu.;J befo'c,a-w. in tho area and itiha.t to do itrhen it is 
~~oovcrGd"PictcD:':QS cino could be GhOI<Tn to fcunilDXizc the personnel 
vn'ch such OI"d,c:'Ii.ee~ 

5. On,:,-hdf inoh fr~;(Jol 1)1[1.tos couJ.d be '·;eIded O!l. either side of the 
t,l'2.cta:':.' S2D.t ·~o [,lid. to 'th.e protuotion .of the· oper:c;'k::J:£"from fro.gment s 
fr0:01 boob:l-trf:}Jff cloin11D."Gsd on the side of the trad.:;or8 
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30 Extra parts, such as pet cocks, fuel lines, and shut-off valves,
should be present in the field.
4. That personnel participating in a land clearing be told what
type of ordnance may be found in the area and what to do when it is
discovered. Pictures also could be shown to fomilarize the personnel
with such orderance,
5. One-half inch steel plates could be welded on either side of the
tractor seat to add to the protection of the operator from fragments
from booby-trops detonated on the side of the tractor.

J.E. Pistelli
I. E. PISTELLI
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