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1., DESIGNATION

lisgt Engineer Battalion

H&S Company (=)
Support”Compé.naﬂr (=)
Company M"A" (Reln)
Company "B* (Rein)
Company "C“ (Beln)

2. LOCATION

1st Engineer Battalion
Support / Company
Company "A"

Company "N'B?'

Campany GC:'

3rd Platoon

Company "A"

5th Englneer Battallon

3 STAFF OFF ICERS

' Executiire Officer

Sergeant Major
Sergeant Major

§-2
8-3

S-4
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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

COMWIDER

LtCol J, F. MADER
SUBORDINATE UNITS
1stLt G. Ao SCHILLER
Maj Ge S HAMILTON
Capt L. E. PISTELLI
Cept Ee Co HEIN JR.
1stlt Co S. JCLLY JR.

21.Apr677 & Present
.21Apr67- - i’resent
234ug68

6Aug68 - P:r:esent

21Apr67 - Present

i"resent

29Mar69

Pregent

Maj Je G CELLI

Setliaj We C» TRAMMEL
Sgtdaj J. M. WISE

1stLt M. E. ROBERTS
Haj Le T. NAPPI

Maj M. E, MoPHERSON

. 1.
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26Mar69

345169
16 4pr69
1l4pr69
5Haz69

- Present

Pregent
- i-‘resent

Present

- i’resent

5Mar69 - Present

Danang,

Da.ne.ng,
Danang,
J;!.n HOE‘-’

Danang,
Danang,

28Qct68

3Nov68 -

15Juné9
20Déc68

21@1‘69

RVN

RVN

RVN

Present

6Jun69

FPresent

ﬁesent

- Present

mms&ﬁ% - f’res ent

3Nov68

- .:Present
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8-5 | | 1stIt F. L. MIGIOIRINI 5liay69 - Present

Supply Officer: 1stlt G. We JOHNSON 148pr69 - Present
Commmications Officer 1stlt Pu D. BICY 8JuI68 - TJunb9

- o lstIt L. D. HEIN “IJun69 -, Present
Medical Officer ) It. C. N. LEBOVITZ 7Eé'b69 - Pregent
BEngineer Equipment Officer CWO-2 We M. CARLSON 1Nov68 = Present

Utilities Officer

Censtruction Officer . CWO-2 K. B. DOUGAN 26May68 - 6Jun69
Tgtlt Ee & KUBINSKI 6Jun69 = Present

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH
i WK
o m EF BL
31 703 | 2 12

PART 11
NARRATIVE STUMMARY

During the month of June 1969, the 1lst Engineer Battalion remained com-
mitted to combat engineer support missions while smultanecusly cempleting
55_ Divigion and _27  Battalion Work Orders and other engineer projects while
maintaining assigned mine detection and clearing sweeps.

Combat engineer companies, reinforced by elements of Headquarters and
Service Company and Engineer Support Company provided close combat engineer
gupport: in Operation Pipestone Canyon.

Diring the reporting period, 1,920,000 meters of rosd in the lst Marine
Division TAOR were swept for mines. Mine sweeps of roads resulted in 123
mines/bocbytraps being located and destroyed. In addition to daily mine detection
and clearing sweeps, 30 rough rider convoys were supported by combat engineers
of this Battalion. Also 56 special sweeps were conducted during the reporting
period. '

Campany "A" (Reinforced) is providing close combat engineer support to the
lst Marine Regiment on Operation Pipestone Canyon which commenced on 26 May 1969.
In addition to the cperational commitment, Company "A" is maintaining six
daily mine detection and clearing sweeps in the kst Marine Regiment TAOR..

2 I‘I
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Company "B" is in direct support of 5th Marines: Company "B" provided
one squad in-direct support of the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines on.QOperation
Pipestone -Canyon since 260800H May 1969 and terminated this support on
8 June 1969, In addition to combat support, Company "B' also continued bunker
construction and centonment improvements for the 5th Marines and 2nd Battalion,
11th Marines at the &n Hoa combat bases Two daily mine detection and clearing
sweeps were maintained.

Company "C" provided one squad to "A" Company while in direct support of
the 11th Iarines Regiment on (peration.Pipestone Canyon., JAdditional commitments
on this operation, Company "C" provided one pla:toon (-’).to Tth Engineer Battalion
on Land Clearing on Go Noi Island. Six daily mine detections and clearing
sweeps were continued by Company "C!" during the reporting periode This Comm
Pany also provided general support in the: form of construction and cantonment
repairs for units of the 1st Marine Division.

PART III

1. Personnel

é..' daiﬁé and Lossess | jistieg TSN _
(| ] * o S OF  EL
Dropped: 4 20 0 2
.“Ioineda'. 1 3®<, 0 1
b KIA  WIA
1 18

2. Intelligence
é.. Road and Bridge Reconné.iés@ ce. During the month of June 1969,

procedures whereby mine sweep teams submit deily reports of road, bridge,
and culvert conditions for routes being swept were continued.

"bs Weathers During the month of June 1969, the weather was character-
ized by relatively.clear skies with a normal amount of rain. There was a
total of 2.58 inches of rain during the reporting period, while temperatures
ranged from & average high of 93.3 degrees to a average low of 79.4. Mean
temperature being 86+.3. Surface winds prevail at 150 degrees magnetic with
an average of 6 knots velocity.
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ce Mine Warfares 4 total of 59,160 VN was paid to indigenous personnel
for the following ordnance:

ITENS - UART ITY BOOBYTRAFS
Nlum grenade 3

Cofram 2

66mm Rocket L

105m HE ' ' 33 5
26 grenade 35 7
Small arms rounds 1,457 ‘
105mm Il lum 1
442 HE . 1

M79 round 132

VC Shape Charge ' 1

Boobytrap unknown type 6

Chiconm grenade 14

V€ homemade grenade 2

8lmm ILlum 34

60mm Il 1lum 21

ML6 magizine - 21

AP mine 1

M/2 round 4

60mm HE 18

40mm HE 1l

® NVA Bocket fuze 1

8lmm HE 4

20mm Tound 1

8lmm WP 1

25Lb Box mine 1l

Il lum marker 3

Fuze unknown type 1

4¢2 Illum round 1

79 I lum 1

M79 Bee Hive 1

Hl8AlL mine 3

Trip: flare 3

B40 rocket 1

de QOrdnance Destroyed.

(1) 'Ihe follow:.ng ordnance items located and destroyed on rout:.ne
sweep in. the 1st Marine Division TACR are listed belows
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addition,
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ITEN

Ammo can mine
M79 rounds
Cofram

90mmn round
8lmm WP
105mm HE
8lmm Illum
6Cmm HE

25 # Moulded mine

40mm HE

H72 round

10 # box mine
8lmm HE

2475 Rocket
250 # bomb

20 # Box mine

- 4T mine

30 # Box mine
AK rounds

Illum grenade
25 # Box mine

60mm Illum w/explsives

Flare canister
60mm WP

500 # bomb command det.
Bome made boobytrap

15 # rock mine
AP mine 5 #

8lmm I1lum w/explosives

Training '

e

QUANTITY

HWHFEOHUFREROOR

O NMNN -\

N
Q

I SN o o o

BOCBYTRAPFED

-

N W

' Du.z-mg the month of June 1969, g total of 511 Marines attended the
(3) day Demolition, Land Mine Warfare and Viet Cong Boobytrap Schoole In

covered is as followst

BATTAL ICN '

1st Eﬁgineér Battalion
7th Engineer Battalion
1st Battalion lst Marines’

DECLASSIFIED

1,382 Marines and 21 ARVN Ranger (Officers received the special one
day classes taught by the Mobile Instruction teame

Attendance for the period

ATTENDANCE

31
28
5
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BATTAL IO ATTENDANCE
2nd Battalion lst Marines 35
3rd Battalion lst Marines 39
1lst Battalion 5th Marines 70
2nd Battalion 5th Marines 62
3rd. Battalion 5th Marines 51
1st Bagtalion Tth Marines 32
2nd Battalion 7th Marines 44
3rd Battalion 7th Marines 7
lst Battalion 26th IMarines 5
2nd Battal ion 26th Marines 3
3rd Battalion 26th Marines : 26

1lst Recon Battalion 23

bs Mobile Instruction Team Attendance.

UNIT ATTENDANCE
2nd CAG 211
SLF 3/26 600
3rd Battalion 26th Marines - 142
Division Schools 47
lst Battalion 7th Marines 356
ARVN Officers . a2l
1lst Shore Party Battalion -8

26th Marines - 18
4. OPERATIONS.

a. Operation Pipestone Canyon. Gperation Pipestone Canyon coumenced
on 26 May 1969 with :Company "B" providing one squad in direct support of
the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment and terminated that support on
8 June 1969, On 31 Moy 1969, Company "C" was placed in direct support of
the 1st Marine Regimente IEngineer effoxts to open Route 4, East from
the intersection of Route 4 and 1D, commenced on 6 June 1969, On 13 June
1969 Company "C" provided one platoon (-) in direct support of 7th Engineers
on Land Clearing on Go Noi Island. During the reporting period, two special
mine sweep teams have swept approximately 86,000 meters of road on Route 4,
Bast of Route 1D, To date 4,550,000 square meters of land have been cleared
along Route 4 and10,000 meters of pioneer road constructeds A4Also 201
bunkers, 223 fighting holes, 2,250 lineal yards of trench line and 72 lineal
yards of tunnel were destroyed. Ordnance destroyed during the reporting
period followss
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NOMENCLATURE UANT ITY BOOBY TRAPS
Chicomi grenade 10 1
Mj2 round 3 :

Cofram : 3 2
4K rounds - 4000

60mm Illum 1

8lmm HE 4

Rifle grenade 1

M26 grensde 16 X
M79 round 20

Shape charge 1

500 # bomb 1

155m HE 1

40 # 8hape charge . 1

3¢5 Rocket HEAT 2

8lmm WP 1

M6 MCD2 Rocket cluster 1

60mm HE 5

106mm HE 2

5« MWater Supply. During the month of June 1969, the lst Engineer Battalion
operated eleven water points which produced 5,012,000 gallons of potable
water for units throughout the lst Marine Division TAOR. In addition, a
total of 1,065,000 gallons of non-potable water was produced.

A

6. Constructions

ae The followlng 55 significant Division or:.g:n.nated Work Orders were
completed during the month of June 19693 . .

(1) Dwo D345‘-69$ Cliean ou_t pluggeé drain and repairs as necessary at
Regimental 1st Marines Messhalle

(2) DWO D299-69 Conduct inspection of all primary and secondary
electrical distributions systems in lst Marine Division TAOR.

(3) DWO D1025-68. Install wiring distribution system for 2/5 at
in Hoae ) ’ .

(4) DM™O DB@G-GQ. Provide bus bar and double throw switch box. Wire
primary and backup _generator at Namo Bndge for 2/26.

(5) DvO D902-68. Construct (2) 10X24 bunkers at Camp Faulkner lst
Engineer Battalion. -
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(6) DWO D164-69. Comstruct (2) 10X24 burker at Hill 55 for "B
Company lst Tank Battalion, o S .

(7) DWO D90-69. Clear area in front of defensive wire at Hill 55
for 7th larinese. ‘ .

(8) DWO D358-69. Precut materials for construction ‘of 15 windshield
covers for 2/26. :

(9) DWO D319-69. Furnish plex1g1a.ss drilled and countersunk for
Division Engineer QOffice.

(10) DWO D316~69,. Prov_ide TD15 w/operator tfo construct new trash

(11) DWO D359=69. Dellver spread and grade 120 cubic yards of 7"
Surge rocks Erect (2) 3,000 gal tanks and install (2) 3/4" hose bills
on existing pipes. .Cut approxmately 1500 ft“V“ ditch i‘or“drainage
at III MAF Transient facility. SR

(12) DWO D44-69. Provide and construct (1) 6X6 amno bunker with
vent.on.one side for 3/7.

© (13) DWO 1)357-69. Construct (1) 20X32 and one 10X24 bunker with
deck and lighting for 2/1.

(14) DWO D254-69. Clean out drain pipe at messhall, check drain and
grease trap and repair as needed.

(15) DWO D317-69., Provide TD15 tractor and operator to 2/26 for two
days.for berms around ammo storage area.

(16) DWO D68-69s Grade access road to H/3/11,

(17) DWO D368~69, Provide Officer in Charge and (2) demo men to blow
rock - formation on Headquarters Battalion ridgeline lst Marine Division.

(18) DWO D203-69. Construct (1) 10X24 bunker with deck and lighting.

(19) DWO D179-69. Install (2) 3,000 gallon water tarks and provide
water main to messhall, . Deepen.and line well with. 48" culvert pipes

(20) DWO D48-69. Upgra.de existing interior roa.d. network at 3rd LVT
cantonment with 6" of 3 (=) rock on existing roads and oil.

- - .
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(21) ﬁFJO D297-69, Relocate (2) SEA Huts from 7th Engineer Battalion
to Division Schoeols area and connect to electrical systeme

(22) DWO D360-69, Constructl6X32 Sea Hut with 5 Tows of post and
Sille for P.X. Install lighting.

(23) DWO D352-69. Precut and deliver (*"6':) 8X8 bunkers to lst Recon
Battalion for.further transport to Hill 119..

(24) DWO D45-=69. Construct (2) 20X32 bunkers 'anal,(llf?) 10X24 bunker
for ¥1th Marines CP. L. .

(25) DWO D362-69s Grade 100X100 foot ares for Helo pad and epply 2
heavy coats, bunker oil at H/3/11.

(26 ) DWO D798«68, Construct movie screen and benches and install
water line to.BAS for 2/1.

(27) DWO D110-69. Construct (2) 10X24 burkers for K/4/11 at Hill 65.
(283 DWO D329=69, Provide (l) 20X32 precut bunker to S-4, Tth Marines.

(29) DWO D327-69. Issue (1) 20X32 precut with deck and lighting for
BAS bunker and Provide technical assistance for 3/11l.

m ~ (30) WO D349-69 Repair steirs from Bn Commanders living quarters
to messhall and replace hand rails for 2/7.

(31) DWO D344~69« Inspect water purlflcatmn system at Esso plant
and modify as.necessary to provide fresh potable water to shower resevoit.

(32) DWO D238-69., Provide grader, mine sweep team and cable splicing
team.to.support Tth Marines installation of BPS on Danang Barrier.

(33) DWO D304-69s Deliver 40yds sand and 8yds 3/4" gravel to lst
- Hospital Company.. .

~

(34) DWO D219-69. Construct (1) 10X24 bunker with deck and lighting
for Headquarters Battalion BAS. :

(35) DWO D369=~69. Paint and erect (2) signs at Cemp "Sta.ck Arms"
B&R Center for 1lst Marine Division. .. - -

(36) DWO D367-69. Provide Bill of materials to bring wiring at 3/1
up to acceptable standards.
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(37 ). WO DBIT-684
Battalion,

(38) DWO D298-69.

Construct (1) 10X24 bunker for Headquarters

Deliver 100 cubic yards of sand to lst MeT.

Battalion.for. sand bafging BAS and Comm.

. (39) DHO'D3T4~69.
(40) DWO D337-69.

1st Marine Division.

(41) DWO D130-69s

with .4/0 wire at Hill

(42) DWO DL11-69.
Hill 34. w

(43) DWO D106-69.
Battal ion.

(44) DWO D348-69.

(45) DWO D208-69,
heads from 3rd NCE,.

(46) DWO D380-69.
(47) DWO D38é-69.

(48) DWO D341-69.

i49}_ DWO D381-69,

(50) DWO -D377-69;;

- (51) DWO D382-69.

- (52) DWO D390-69.
 Battalions

- (53) DWO D378-69.
(54) DWO D201-69.
(55) DWO D370-694

Clear clogged drain in messhell for 1/7.

Construct R&R Center at 3rd LVT cantomment for

Install secondary Electrical distribution system'-
22 for 2/7«

Comstruct (2) 10X24 burkers at lst 155 guns on
Construct (1) 8X12 and (9) 8X8 bunkers for 1lst Tank

Issue 5 urdnoils to lst Marine Regiment.,

Picked up maberials for 16 SEA Huts and 6 four hole

Install shower fixtures at Stack Arms RXR Center,
dorrectec} Electrical Dié.crepa.ncy at 1lst Marines C.F,
Pull suggérsible pump.from 2/7 well.

Clean out messhall drain at 3/Te

Repair foundation on Battalion Armory, 1/7 Hill 37,
'Repavir damsge to messhall Hill 55. ' |

Issue 50 piecesb 3"K2ui1et llumbe_r' to Arvin Rangers

Rewire interior of messhall Hill 10,
Provide (8) 10X24 ‘bunkers to 5th Marines in Hoaz.

Construc’é messgear mount-out boxes for lst Tank Bn.

-;-» . ,.‘J, .l

10
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be The following 27 $ignificant Battalion originated Work Qrders
were campleted during the month of June 1969,

(1) BWO B266-69+ Accomplish following work at B&R Center in support
of DWO.337-69.

be Construct (2) four hole heads.

ce Construct (15) mess benches.

d. Move 225 SEA Huts to 3rd imTrac Bn,

e+ Comnect Electrical power to all bldgs and to ocutdoor movie.
fo. Install ilg field shower unite

ge Install (3) 3,000 gal tanks for water.

h. Construct approximately l.5 miles of single lgne road.

as Construct §2) life guard towers.

(2) BWO B262-69. Construct 84 windshield covers for Bn embark Officer.
(3) BWO B254~69« Construct well at 3rd ' Howitizer.

(4) BO B275-69. Repair or replacev door”dn Bn 84&C files as required
for proper security. - '

- (5) Bt‘iéi;B2?7-69l. Level & rescreen 5-3 office 1lst Engr Bn
(6) BWO B276-69. Comstruct 5 tables for II CAC

(7) BWO B261-69. Construct (L) small barbecue grill for Division
S8gt Major. .- :

(8) BWO B273=69. Construct (4) Standard four hole heads and (2)
standard (2) hole heads in support of division work orders.

(9) BWO B250-69, Remove (2) partitions from school house and in-
stall (2) lights in Medcap room &t San Thuy I and repair plumbing.

(10) BWO B260-63s Construct onme water tower to support (2) 3,000
gallon tanks at 2/1. ‘ ..

(11) BWO B245-69. Design and install new sign at Camp Faulkner
Main.Gate 1st. Engr Bn, . : .

(12) BWO B270-69. Install (2) air-conditioners in 1st Engr Bn
COC Bunker. . ..

(13) BWO B259-69. Conmstruect (1) field range packmg crate a,nd (l)
vacwm can and jug packing crate for lst Engr Bn. * :

1l
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(14) B0 B265-69. dccomplish following work in support of DWO. 337-69.

l. Construct Water Tower

2+ Reefer Shed

3« (1) 8X8 Bunker for Ammo

4. Provide 4 man crew to level SEA Huts

(15) BWO B272-69 Construct 25 Urinoils for S-3.

(16) BWO BL80-69s Provide support for DWO 1007-69 as followss
) ’1; Construct Shelving ‘

2+ Panel Interior :

3+ Fabricate and install cabinets

4¢ Install electrical outlets and lighting

(17) BWO B258-69, Renovate and modernize (2) LIWS Classrooms,
construct boardwalks. SO

(18) BWO B240-69. Construct parking lot in rear of Construction
and Ttilities shops.

(19) BWO B239-69, Construct (2,) culvert fighting bunkers for 5th
Marines.an Hoa. ..

(20) BWO B238-69. Construct (2) screen doors for LOC Bunker for
5th Marines &n Hoa. - -

(21) BWO B264-69. Accomplish following in support of DWO 337-69.
‘1. Construct outdoor theaters o
2. Replace screening on 23 SEA Huts.
%3, Construct movie projector storage building,
4e Provide 4 man team to emplace SEA Hut footings.

(22) BWO B282-69. Construct (2) Sentry Booths for roadside check-
points on route 13-C for 3rd AmTrac Bn.

(23) BWO B279-69. Provide technical assistance to construct Booby-
Trap-lane at 2/7 Bn Coumbat Base.

(24) BWO B287-69. Construct a Boobytrap Lane fo 3/7.

(25) " BWO B286-69. Provide Technical assistance to construct a tool
shed. for 3/7T.

(26) BWO B285-69« Construct range targets for 2/7. .

(27) BWO B288-69. Construct (1) 8X16 reviewing platform £or 2/1.

12
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ce 17,151 man hours, 61,276 BF lumber, 5,762 Equipment Hours,
1003 1bs of nails, 47,690 £t wire, .982 £t Dipe, 400 ft cable, 13 sheets
plywood, 44 sheets tin, 22 rolls of screen, 1,027 elect fixtures, 297

plumbing fixtures, 27 rolls roof paper, 5 uninoils, 8 pkgs of 10x24x8

Burker pkes, 1,118 bolts, 8 boxes of staples, 56 utility poles, 31 bundles

of matting, 100 cubic yds of sand, 10 1lbs of cement, 16 6x8 bunker pkgs,

2 grease trapsy, 13 rolls elect tape, 6 rolls tar paper, 1,250 ft Romex

wire, 5 3000 gallon tarks, 3,100 tons of rock, 75 cu yds of gravel, 16x32
Sea Hut pkg (1), 16 55 gal drums, 72 bolt clamps, 340 cu yds of 7" surge
rock, 1 M3 shape charge, 2 M2A4 shape charges, 4 M37 kits, 3 tank.platform,
470 cu yards 3" minus rock, 1,800 sand bags, 20 drift pins, 1 deck & lighting
package, 2 stamdard 20x32x8 bunker pkg with deck & lighting, 4420 sq in

of plexiglass, 3 boxes #0 wood screws, 1 20x32x8 bunker pkg, 10 CGuy anchors,
10 Guy rods, 12 cases bangalore torpedoes, 2 pkgs TSFC bunker (Timber) pkg.

de 104131 man hours, 1,809 Equipment hours, 12,277 BF lumber, 190 lbs
of nails, 86 sheets plywood, 6 sheets tin, 210 ft Romex cable, 90 ft pipe,
13 gallons paint, 25 55 gallon drums, 580 cu yds of 6" minus rock, 200 cu
yds of gravel, 3 rolls screen, 8 flours lights, 1 30-amp breaker, 8 Romex
connectors, 2 handy boxesh’

irs/Civie Aetion.

as During the month of Jdune 1369, a total of 131 Vietnamese Civilians
(not resulting from hostile action) received medical assistance.

~

be Ten truck loads of scrap lumber and 82 pounds of commodities were
delivered to the village of Son Thuy I and distributed to the villagers.
dlso, 6,600 pounds of rice was hauled .from Danang to the village of Son Thuy
L .

. -
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- FIRST ENDQRSEMENT on Commanding Officer, Oomany "4" 1tz 01/4MYcel over
3480 of 6 Juns 1969

Froms Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion
To: Gema.nd:’ng General, 1st Marine Division

Subjs Combat Operaulon After Aotlon Bepoxt
1« Concur with reconmenda.t:.ons oited in paragraph 16 exoept that each

operator will be given the opportunity to request and or rejeot the
placement of steel plates around the operator compartment.

_/,5.

7 // i /(

1.7 1pER
SacC. FILES .
HEADQUARTERS

- AST MARIKE DIVISiON , FIAF -

. DECLASSIFIED

~F o



DECLASSIFIED

A%

R — IR T TR R K A =

, .e e eeee
= . se . B, g
e [} .

"éOlVPI!NY ;An eee se ee
1st Engineer Battalion -
1st Merine Division {Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, Californisz 96602

Ot: AWMicel -

3480
6 June 1969

From:
Toce

Commardx_ng Officex '
Commanding General; 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF

Via: = Commanding Officer, 1st Engineer Battalion $uC.FiLEs

PE&DQMRTERS

Subj: Combab Operations After Aotion Report o1 MARIME DIVISION, FUF

Rt_af :
1.
5

4.

s,

To

8.

s _ _ 5y
Dates of Operabion: 301100H March 1969 to 1070011"‘1“2@"'7969

(a) DivO 3480.14

69 2150
of 7] CONES

Code Name: Operation Woodpecker V

locations Dodge City

Cormandine Headgquarbers: o .
a) Commanding Officexr, "A" Company, 1st Engineer Battalion
b) Commending General, 1st Msulne Division

Re_port:.ng Officer: 1st ILdeubenant Anthony We MDT‘I'O 010 52 07/1302
TSMCR -

Tas;c Organizations An enginheex pla;soon consisbing of fouwr T. D. 18
tractors from 1st Shore Party Babtalion, four tractors and one M-60
crane from 1st Engineer Battalion, one T. D. 18 from 1st Babttalion,
11th Meorioom, and one tractor from %rd Battalion, 11th Marines.

g:m_t artiy - Forces: 21st Ranger Battalion, 37th Ranger Battalion, and
39th Rme :Ba.tta.J.:x.on .

In"'elll_genue° The enemy was believed to be using this area
extensively as & resupply route for ammuinition and troops and also
ag a gtaging and recuperating srea., The entire area was heavily
fortified with bunker complexes, trench lines, and fighting hol_es.
The bunkers destroyed were fighting type bunkers well emplaced with
inter locking fields of fire,  The location of the bunkers were

~usually in thick bamboo areas, elmosgt undetectable from air and

ground observation, Bunkers were also found within the trench l:.nes,
dug into the sides of the trench line. 'The bunkers were of S
extraordinary qualiby and craftsmanship, reinforced with bambooy -

" barbed wire stdkes, and railroad ties obbtained from the berm running

north and south through the area. Spider holes and fighting holes
were found in close proximity to the bunker complexes. Tunnels were
discovered with the bunkers, heading from the bunkers to anothex type
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of. fz.gh'bz.ng POSIEION: e ﬁrenoh ]:me and ﬁor%ﬁlgnker position
was discovered alonb tha e@ste;cn-bc,,nk o;E‘ 'l;he°sma_’|,_ river extending
from ooord.matcs 78‘;96'{10 J‘B?C”’i **Thé*int Mllgenoe report S
received Ty the Rangws fenley t he ‘enemy had tiged this
pa:c‘tlcular pos::.t*o.-_ ok ; 2%zt Bange: Battalion,
This trench Time pesitich’ led "--nuO\'t]"L.. fong Twy Foxn River amrl was
believad to be a roufs of encreu S0 and egr sy Tae the enermy, '
An :Lrtercepi;ed radio message I‘GOel'V'Gd by - the Ranger Headquarters
(b:oup ghowed thoG an NVA engineer pla'toon was tasked with the .
migsies of d_e'*'troy:}_rup' the equlv:npnt being userl on the land ¢learing

Cor;’gaet wgs maae on 12 April 1969 by two ocompanies of the 21st

9.

10.

Bon: R:Lver

0<ml'l:1@g in, twen ty NVA.soldier s kllled, and five
twelve NIA Ss Cor‘cao‘t Wwith' the enemy in the arca
;;L 1’1\> mp prevz,len't Lh_'couohou'b the opera:b:l.on. ’
A, %n hinder or stop the
operation was thy satura*:.on of part:.culq:c areas in whioh the tractors
were to opera ate with boohy-traps, resulting in mmerous oesua.litles ‘
‘to “the enginesrs. The se@ur:.ty suffered heavey losses from this
technique. A::eas such ‘as those described were found at coordinates
MBO5TT, AT979571; AT983557, AT990564, ATO00570, "The railroad
berm ig def: wnely heavily mined and booby-trepped. The Ra.ngecc -
secuaeity suffered mmerous oa.guallules alonb this £i11,
“Thmzaghout the operaticn, eviderce was discovered indicatirg that '
the encm;- was using this drea to stage its night attacks both on
cur positions and Marine rositions located around Hill 55. Several
small Jadles of food and ammnition were uncovered dwring the
operation, A E“o« u.nu Automatlc R:_f‘le vas unoovered and found to be
i M=Tad y on'bly oiled, VO flags
ong with rice: dld

Ir "Lu'ben'blO 'shouldf'be’ 'pq;Ld $o the gt "l:hu.t an’és t'lmated
i deshroyed woo dud Ueo S0 ordaizloes . Andosbimated
B ~‘m~;!:1ancc was i‘or_:m -bo bc Pmpc&' m.":.'!:* explo :u::’;

-:"clm’c have - occm:odﬁ ?"'hrou()ho 2 th:;.q 7o e 04 Ry - 3326 grenade
Ui g werd prévalent throughoud théroperationy ™ An eghimated
'ooomy traps deu@nwted werc ”i‘rom dud artellery rou.nds and

Cx) svile comba'b englneer sunpor’c $o.. R-mger Bed:’ca,l:l.ons as requn_ced.
(b)Y Dmtwy dll: vegetationy field fortifications, ‘and ‘living arces
w:.ﬂ'h:m the area bounded :on the ¥esgt. by Liberty: Road- exbend:.nb to
doordinates: AT970505, ‘onitht Eash: by the Suoi: Co ‘GaiRiver, on Jch\, T
-rowbhy byl the Sonb La. Tho River.. a.nd ‘on the Sou'th by ‘the - uong T ’

.»Conoepj_”q_f Onerat:.om En«:.necrs f:com 15'{: Engiheer Ba:btalion 3
:ggslated by operators from gt ShHoré: Par‘*y Bo,ttallon, st Battaliony
11th Harines)y and fron” 3rd Batbalion, - 11th Harinés’acted in ch.rcot
support of the ‘21sty 37, &nd 39tk Ranger thtallons. Ra.nger
u_m.ts tere o provide tactiocal seourrby FoP- Jche eng:_neers :.nvolved
g the~opera‘tldn U Thé- o]:ea:c:.ng ofthig' area “ghould.” pgr'blally
sgliminaté the poss:.blllty of- boo‘by—1:::'appn.nb a.nd aJ.d J.n the deny:mg
rof “this- twra.:.n for. fu'bure enemy gl v
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Execution: On¥ 00 Momeoh 196% the gpg pcm-q"‘aui“ Ceap Panalknes
for Hiil 55. Arr:.v:"o' o Hill &3 at 4300 sesrere joinzd by Shore
w2d §p
8]

Party personnel ol al* {4C0,fepa: e’m“_‘mu <l mv"rw

operations in the ")owm 3

&g tﬂ*'llonci., one ;
abtalions b covideing o b thedir

pos:.“;'xm- Sach m.,dmﬂ worked other pos*-_ulon

1945 when oll men and eguipment wore werking in the

"(*" +8. cl_ma nated mome preblems of ocntrol and mgr‘om, the -

and materials needad throughout the operation,

. bwe companies secwity and one platoon far

w trachors. The Banger Companies were

o4 metars around She ‘“qalpﬁ‘ et '»rcl the

the frachors, The SSTIU::‘:L r didn i

hurt d-u'b,.OI' 56T :'.n and romined

mmu.l.dcnt L in designabed arcag with one

B0 cach U :u.':uc\: 411 men wore helmetes ohd flak

o reduce casaalities due to booly-traps.

5 atgo pogitioned approzimal c"‘v 30 to 50 meters apaxt

I pos:'i"»u.L.Jy ol .'pw ""LFﬂl&J.lthu from the

The enginecrs

~Mor€_1.r..g ﬂl.L fortifications and

I“ was r 4 that fox sgaf cty regsohs oll

nal v remain behind ';hc— tractongs Hight defensive

Nuo‘hm'. 50MmS o1rtpor~"t’ nci or*ro_m f‘o qugmcnt the defensive

) p‘

rowe +:t.ve B

ach an ;d p_._O“C‘t"d fz\r 0'1~oa,].1 '1'.7"‘.1"@5'09

ires were contimuons 'tl;coughout th'a
; wosulted:in35 cagualities
Bhe Rm.gﬁrs, “the Marineg-did
Oan excaptlon 'bo thls was

'.a'b 'b.:v,se camp .mcaiui
) :"nﬁ_ n‘,,‘.nocr {

ok

g I‘c was fcit Jchafc 'hhlu 'beohru.qu.c would
"SSlb,Ll.z.'fy of m chexny cunbush " Thls Jc‘:zohnlquo worloed

_ oJ_e worl: aonm,rmd., Ono base camp. wus moved onoe dur:.ng
maﬁes AT9 &)583 1:0 A’.[‘990570 Thls mve vas
One

sl p:.ru wrl’ch borms 'bu.:.l‘b Jound 'them. :

done to lessen tae pOSSlblllty of dfunage to the 'bracfbors

( TFoNs gt u]‘lSlO.L’lq e

q n rL,Jor lcss,on J.e“.ln.od _n. Fhe. 'a,gea ing .

fiok jag ,xcet Se On mmerous o'cca..,lon's fen

“avod f.gom doatn Wasd ’s ious J.n,jury from fra,gmen‘cf' from booby-
Another na JOJ— le on 1 e'wrned rovqlvcs :n‘.'ounfl 'i‘.hc .L'w‘l‘: 'bh:"'t

muov s p ) 26103

in 0%
,IZ‘his R
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12.

‘Bamalto: Degtrudbion seeompiishied ond demplifions oxpendéds’

dvo dezwy bﬂmboo trec J;Lned vé:'b. de,;'“r ed -ov asing zTO pcu.nu

aratering chorges placdd. bhopdaxims: M_«;--flve toresix Foel ohowh
ground level dégbtroyinge «v oighlt to nine feov wids gﬂ:outn ofbamboo
when detcnated,

1. Inglnecrs of Companmy MA", assisted by poersonnel firom 78t Shore
Party Battalion, Support Company, 1st Engineer Battalion, and 11th
Haxi: inasy in gupport of the 21@, 37thy amd 99”011 Ranger Battalions

“atoouplished the following tagks:

a. Degtroyed the fol.LOt ring fortifications:
644 Bunkers : :
573 Fighting holeg” o . ——
400 ‘Spidex traps : R
143 Yards of tunnel complekcs :
b, Destrgyed 2911 yard«* of trcnch line aﬁproxlmately three to Live
féeet wide,
Cs A”mey_:.nl'r‘ ely 8,000,000 sguare mebters were oleared,
d. Degtruction of friendly ordnance:
11000 pound bomb
13=50C pound bomhb
15-250 pound bomb
8~155IM rounds
2-8 inch rounds
2~106MM rounds
- 38-105MM rounds
2—-'5‘01111 rounds
- GmSYMMTHE rounds
. 2-811011 fuses -
- 68-60M HI rounds
o 12=60MM Tuses . '
U 9-60MM 111umination :r.'ound
~ 9=2.75 HE rockets : )
6—oans GOMM mc:nmen'ba e
1-2.77 7, Py rocket” ' ' o
] -’(».« ':H '.Lll ro-'mds s L e e e
- 1617 25 gronades not booby-tr apped : :
B_L '7 ‘In .

S7em )O ua.u.oc‘c Tourtie
200-50 ealiber rounds
£56-T, 620 amminition
400=5,56M am .ition
© 180=11 9 emmunition
=11 33 oren'o,de ‘
120 round
Cegircralt illumination rov,ndu
7 j-bomb igniter
e, 'Enomy mineg and boohy~traps dcﬂtroyed'
20-M 28:grensies (boooy-ha:mod)
4821 rounds (booby-tropped
#2wchiecons (booby=trepned) T
"2-105MM rownds (boohy-tne med)

an arga soried in'by'thb s’fy *the previous
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‘,mch"‘ L. L L,uu& 1
=5 poand anti impeatstnl
E-a'boo mr=tra

£, I
SKS ammniticn
grenades
*Oe Tmlﬁﬂo*‘l
o wige, 650 pounds of corny and 200 cang of £ich | 7
G.C ,:.'f f‘r‘
he Mi: *u:;Lla:‘eJ SH

TeboOdics one week old

zp«*oc‘m pogzsiblile intelligence information
H’)"’fk L.J_u

7.1 lagn

jegowing mashine

,_i_...k ]J_\rm:

: }Jah yach]

o Total & Ch"l}ll.,lol’l expended:
O~ 4000 pounds
ONE 1000 porundg
6000 fest «1@ tonating nord

chonrges

ta.Dl ighed with the Ranger Group C. P.

Ig position two men were sbationed and one
'brwod,, [L.’..L d:\mlﬂ.koz,,; and "C" rations were stage ab
ion untll necied By the using units in the field., Ag

of thig nature were necded, thoy were delivered with the

icocab
I/I*" _)1 WS
this p chi

s

d“

M-51; A11 demnlitions and chow were ordercd through Company "AWy
i1st DﬁblnC‘(‘.C Ba u‘bJ.__LOVly whe then delivered them to Hill 55: The
mch ot this position were also responsible for the delievery of

het chow every night, This was cbbained from the mess hall on Hill
55 The fuel and oil were deiivered directly to the field daily.,
veler wog scheduled for either 1200 ar 1700 daily so that oll

A

was nondily available for gpeedy refueling, Fxbra dicsel
fieid for ome::gonqy uvse when the refucler could

Such was the case on 30 April 1969, when

DECLASSIFIED |



DECLASSIFIED

o

14,
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16.

b coor 584 the mefueler jpit, q' £i87¢ spond. mine 'dci')o:cinO

LEN ]

ok fvo'um C e Bridge. 411 u“h*ow

the mainbenanse of eguipment

A s .)ﬁlppj.:.c:s recded fa cquipment s
ire From Suppert lomieyy

rafilled every othsr 4

excluding Hhos

popformed by highly quelified mochanics who
The contact temi from 15t Engineesr Babtaliod®
.8 evory four days, ocheeking eguipment and
srewiously ocdered for down cquipment. When cquipment
< cuy achion or major breakdowns theb could not
> £iecid 1% wes sent to 1st Enginecr Battalion for

tracted immediately in the field by attached
Newy personnel, ) 7 ware called through the Ranger Headquerters.
Lendlng zcnes were xmil“u in the field approximately 25 meterl:

by 25 meters in size. This provided o safe landing zone for &, :
medevac halisonten, Avercge time rcqu::fed to medevac o casualily

wos approximetely fwelve minutes from the time casuality was
réceived. ‘

. L ‘ -
5 a Coguettieg e

4e WA

5. /A

Special # 5 ond ﬂechmoues, The equipment on operation Woodpeckor
V (Phoss igted of eight TD 18's, one 160 crane, and one Rimgn:

troctor. I-mo.ll tractor hos different capebilities and wag employed
in guch o monnor as to receive meximm output from each ones When:
in the fieid the troctors worked at o minimn of 30 to 40 mcters
apart so as to decrcase the pogsibilily ¢f casualities if o tractor
should hit o mine or o booby—trep, The Himco is besh employed in
thick bemboo growthes ar dence tree lines, The TD 18 is a slow but
powcrful mochine suitable fox this fype of operation, The disadvantage
of this tractor is %the heat that iz gencrated onto the operator from
the engine. In oxfroucly heavy bomboo thicket, aratering chorges
were vocd to degboor or weaken the bamboo., Incendary grencdes wore
oyed vith minimel effects on the bamboo.

cico o

v During the entire opercbion, coordinabtion and

i cmoellent, This wag lergely attributed to the Army
tioned with each Ranger Botbalion. Owver 8,000,000 gquare
mahere of ~in were complotely leveled; enemy fortifications and
caches were desbroyed; ond routes of entrance and exit into this area
mede easily observable. Becouse of the improved surveillance, bodoby-
trapping cnd mrnoeuvix J.ll'gw;_il be mich more dificult for the enemy.

Recommendations:
1. Thnt three or four dq,f notice prior to the beginning of a lond
clearing oreﬁc,uj_om. be given to 1l porsonhel involved., This time
would be used %to properiy P. M. ecuipment, '

2¢ A% all times, helmets and flok jockets should be worn to eliminated

porious cagualties suffered from frogmentation wounds,
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3, Fxtra parts; such as pet cocks, fuel l:_nes, and shut-off valvesy
should be pregent in ’che ...lcld

4> Thab pevsonnol participating in a land. clearing be told whab
type of cednance: mly' be found in the area and what to do when it is

disuO'fOred Fictures also comd be shown to familoarize the personnel
with such ordzonc

5e L).L‘Il.:w,hu.‘ f inch
tractor- f

froa booby-treps dotonated on the side of the trachor.

steel plates could be walded on either gide of the

— -
C:“/j E 7 {4@ 4
L. B. PISTELLT
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