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From: Commanding Officer
Tor  Comanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FIF

Subjs Commend Chronology for the Period 1 July 1969 to 31 July 1969
Refi ﬁ HMCO 575042 ’ |

b) FMFPac 57508 i
) Div0 5750s2c _ &

Encl: \{1) 1st Engineer Battalion Chronology

Tab: J(a) Forsyth Grove, "B" Cos, tst Engineer's after Action Report
1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b)s and (c),
enclosure (1) is hereby submitted.
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1. DESIGNATICON

1st Engineer Battalion

H&S. Company (=)

Support Comp;cmy (-)

Company "A" (Rein)
Company ;’B;” (Rem)
Company "™ (H‘einj

2. LOCATIN

Tat Engineer Battalion
Support Company
Company "AM

Company '}B’}’

Company ;’G;'

3rd. Plat;)o;l

Company A"

5th Engineer Battalion
1st Flatdon

Company "A"

5th Engineer Battalion
3, ST4FF QFFICERS
Executive Officer
Sergeant Hajor
S-1/4djutant

S-2

|

B R I T

PART 1
- ORGANIZAT ICNAL DATA

COMAIDER

LtCol J. Fo MADER
LtCol Re E. SMITH

SUBORD INATE UNITS

1stlt Go & SCHILLER

Maj Ge S. HAMILTON
Maj Fo Jo CQX JR,

Capt &, B, PISTELLI

1stlt C, S, JOLLY JR.

214pr67 - Present
214pré7 ~ Presert
234ug68 ~ Present
64ugb8 - Present

21Apr67 = Present
29¥ar69 - Present
20Jul69 - Present
Mzj Je 6. CELLI

Sgtiaj Jo He WISE
1stlt Ve Do HIATT

1gtlt M, E. ROBERTS

1
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26Mart9 ~ 31 July 69
31dul69 - Present

34pr69 - Fresent
164pT69 - 213ul69
24Jdul69 - Present
14pr69 - FPresent
5Mar69 = Present
5Mar69 =~ Present
Danang, RWN
Danang, RVN
bzma.ng, RVN
l:ln Hoa, RVN

]?anang, RVN
]E)a,nang,, RVN
?anang,’ RVN
280ct68 - Present
15Jun69 - Present

20DecH8 = Present

214pr69 - Present
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DECLASSIFIED

5-3

S-1

S5=5

Supply Officer
Gom:ﬁunications Officer
Medical Officer

Engineer BEquipment Officer
Utilities Officer

Construction Officer

4o AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH
USMC

OFF ENL

30 699

Maj L. T» NAPPI

Yoj Go So HAMILTON

Yaj M. Be McFHUERSON
1stlLt C. L. DISHMCRE
1stLt Fo Lo MIGLIORINI

1stLt G, V. JCHNSON
1stLt L, D» HEIN

Lts Ce No LEBOVITZ
CWO-2 W. M. CARLSON

1stLt E. 4« KUBINSKI
CWo-2 P, W LINTS

RIS

240ct68 - 15Jul69
21Jul69 ~ Present

;N6v68 - gJﬂ69

Jul69 -~ Present
S5May69 =~ Fresemnt
144pr69 - Present

1dunb9 - Present

7f‘eb69 - Present
1Nov68 =~ Present
6Junb9 =~ 13Julb9
13Ju169 - Present
ENL
,8,

- PART 11
NARRAT IVE SUMMARY

1. During the month of July 1969, the 1st Engineer Battalion remained com~
mitted to combat engineer support missions while simultaneously completing
28 Division and 24 Battalion Work Orgdrs and other engimeer projects while
madintaining assigned mine detection and clearing sweeps.

7+ de Combat engineer companies, reinforced by elements of Headquazters
and Service Compary and Engineer Support Company provided clese combat
engineer support in Operation PIPESTONE CANYON, Operation FORSYTH GROVE,
Operation DURHAM FEIE and the Route 4 West, Land Clearing. . Project DUFFLE
BAG, and the Provisional Land Clearing Commmny also included. 1st Engineer
persomel. -

bYe During’the reporting periody, 24,334,000 meters of road in the 1st
Marine Division TAOR were swept for minese. Mine sweeps of roads resulted
in 480 mines and boobytraps being located and destroyeds In addition to
daily mine detection and. clearing sweeps, 31 roughi rider convoys were
supported by combat engineers of this Battalion. 4lso 31 special sweeps
were conducted during the reporting period.
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2. Compary "A"™ (Reinforced) is providing close combat engineer support to the
1st Marine Regiment on Operation PIPESTONE CANYON from 31 May 1969 to 2 July
1969. This support was re-established on 21 July 1969 for Phase IV of the
Operations Operation DURHAM PEAK commenced on 20 July 1969 with Company "a"
providing one platoen (-) in direct support of the 2nd Battalion, st Marine
Regiment. In addition to the operational commitment, Company "A" is maine
taining six daily mingdetection and clearing sweeps in the 1st-Marine Regi-
ment T&CR.

LT L NS NAT PYT AR g e

3, Company "B" is in direct support of the 5th Marine Regiment. Company "B"
provided one-platoon (-) in direct support of the 5th Marires on Operatich. -
FORSYTH GROVE from 1 July 1969 to 4 July 1969. Operation DURHAM PEAK commenced
on 20 July 1969 with Company "B" providing close combat engineer support to the
5th Marine Regiment and the 1st-ARVN Ranger Battalion. In addition to combat
support, Compary "B" also continued bunker construction and cantomment improve=
nents for the 5th-larines and 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines at the &n Hoa cambat
bases Two dadly mine detection and clearing sweeps continued during the reporting
period.

4. Company "C" provided one platoon (~) in direct support of the 7th Marine
Regiment on the Route 4 West, Land Clearing project which commenced on 16
July 1969, and terminated on 31 July 1969. During Operation PIPESTONE CANYQN,
Company ""C" provided one squad OPCON to Comparny "A™ in support.of the 1st
Marine Regiment. 8ix daily mine detection and clearing sweeps were maintained
during the reporting period. Caupany "C" continued to provide general support
Ii)n the fom of construction and cantonment repairs for units of the 1ist Marine
ivision. '

PART III
SEQUENT IAL LISTING OF S IGIIFICANT EVENTS

Yo Jfersommel

é‘;. Gains end Lossest - -UsMe USK
. = Bl gF B
Droppeds | 3 v '45 0 3
Joined!? 8 62 0 3
b. KIA WI&
3 110

2o Intellis
a Boad and Bridge Redompaissance. During the month of July 1969,

procedures for mine sweep teams to submit daily reports of road, bridge,
and culigffb;,conditions for the routes being swept were continued.

3 LT
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be MNeather. During the month of July 1969, the weather was characterized
by relatively.clear skies with a normal amount of rain. There was a total of
7+84 inches of rain during the reporting periods Temperatures ranged from a
mean high of 102 degrees to a mean low of 80 degrees,

Ce %@n_e;m;m. 4 total of 75,000 $VN was paid to Vietnamese (mostly
children) for the following ordnance?

II['EMS QUANTITY BOCBYTRAPPED
105m HE » 18 _ 4
4e¢2inch HE 6

3¢5 Rocket HE 2

Mi9 Round . 114 1
8tom Illum 69

M26 grenade T4 3
Small arms ammo rounds 24470

Smoke grenade ‘

Chicom grenade 14

105mn I11vm 15

Trip Flare 16

42 inch J1um 8

M2ah Fuse 1

60m HE 19 . 1
20 1b box mine 1

5 1b box mine 1

15 1b box mine 2 1
% 1b AP mine 1

Napalm detonator 1

HPG Round 2

84 5

Shotgun Shells 48

MK2 Hand grenade 2

60mm Il um 27

M79 "Beehive" 10

Homemade grenade 2

2¢75 inch Rocket
Cofram Bomblete
Homemade boobytrap
CS grenade

82mm HE
Hand Dlum
M6 Magazines 3
7 firige devices
Bear ®rap

Grease gun megagines
C—~4, % 1b block
8tmm HE
AP mine
60mm WP

-2
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nine sweeps in the 1st Marine Division TAOR are listed belows
ITEY UANT ITY BOOBYTRAPFED

60mm HE
Chicom grenade
30 1b Box mine
81mm Illum
M26 grennde
80 1b AT mine
105m HE
Cofram Bombletc
MK2 grenade
25 1b Box mine
M16 AP nine
AT mine weight unknown
40 1b Box mine
M72 round
Ceramic jug mine
10 1b Command det. mine
w 20 1b Rock mine

' 30 1b Rock mine
Claymore mine
M79 round
81mn HE
25 1b Shape charge
15 1b Shape charge
3.5 inch rocket

3’ [y Z:sﬂ,"ini_z_lg" 1

2
1
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ae During the month of July 1969, a total of 450 Marines attended the
(3) day Demolition, Land Mine Warfare and Viet Cong Boobytrap School. In
additiony 996 Marines received the special one day classes taught by the
Mobile Instruction Team. Attendance for the period covered is as foklowss

BATTAL ICN ATTENDANCE
ligt Battalion, 1st Marines 20
2nd Battalion, 1st Marines 35
3rd Battalion, 1st Marines 27
T 1AL
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BATTAL ICN ATTENDANCE
1st Battalion, 5th Marines 38
ond Battalion, 5th Marines . 41
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 27
1st Battalion, Tth Marines 15
2nd Battalion, Tth Marines 40
3rd Battalion, Tth Marines 25
1st Battalion, 26th Marines 5
3rd Battalion, 26th Marines 67
1st Engineer Battalion 48
T7th Engineer Battalion 18
15t Becon Battalion 28
3rd. CAG 4

be Iobile Instruction Team Attendancee.

TNIT ATTEIIDANCE
2nd CAG 263
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines 63
1st Shore Party Battalion 12
@ Division Schools 56
‘ 1st Motor Transport Battalion 17
ond Battalion, Tth Marines 125
5th Marine Regiment 400

4o OPERATICNS.

de Operation Pipestone Canyvone Operation Pipestone Canyon commenced on
26 May 1969 with Company "B" providing one squad in direct support of the 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment and terminated that support on 8 June 1969,
On 31 ¥ay 1969, Compmny "4", reinforced by one squad from Support Company and
one squad from Company "C", was placed in direct support of the 1st Marine
Regiment. Engineer efforts to open Route #4, east from the intersection of
Route 4 and Route 1B, comienced on 6 June 1969, Oh 2 July 1969, pioneer road
construction was completed from the intersection with 1D (M968584), to
(BT055589), intersection QL~1e Reinforcements from Support Company, were
detached from OPCON of "A" Company (since 2 July 1969) and returned to Support
Company, 1st Engineer Battalion. On 13 June 1969, Compmny "C" provided one
platoon (~-) to the Provisional Land Clearing Compeny on Go Noi Island. On
22 June 1969, they were replaced by one squad from "A" Company.. Operation
Pipestone Canyon (Phase IV) commenced on 2% July 1969-with "A" Company providing
one platoon (-), in direct.support of the 1st Battalion, 1s% Marine Regiment
and continues at this reporting date.
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b Operation Durham Peak, OUperation: Durham Pesk commenced on 20 July 1969
with Company "B' (Rein) providing close combat engineer support do the 5th Marine

Regiment and the 1st ARVN Ranger Battelion, Company "A" is providing one ple toon
(-) in direct support of the 2nd Battalion, lst Marines, since 21 July 1969. It
continues at this reporting period.

c. Operation Forsyth Grove. Operation Forsyth Grove commenced on 1 July 1969
with Company "C" providing one pla-toon (-) and one squad OPCON from Support Company
in direct support of the lst Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, This support was ter—
minated on 15 July 1969. Company "B" provided one platoon (—) in d ireet support of
the 5th YMarine Regiment; termination on 4 July 1969, See Tab A.

d. Route 4 West, Land Clearine, Route § West, Larnd Clearing commenced on
16 July 1969 with Company "C" providing one pltoon (-) with one squad and heavy equip-
ment from Support Company in direct support of the 7th Marine Regiment, A total
of 865,000 square meters of land have been cleared. In addition a totel of 76 burkers
w 14 fighting holes, and 800 lineal yards of trench line have been cleared anmd de- ?
stroyed. Ordnance destroyed: One 105mm HE round. Land Clearing efforts terminated
on 31 July 1969.

5. Water Supply., During the month of July 1969, the 1st Engineer Battalion oper~
ated eleven water points which produced 6,678,000 gallons of potable water for units
throughout the 1st Marine Division TAOR. In addition, a total of 674,000 gallons of
mon-potable water was produced.

6. Construction,

‘a, The following 28 Division Work Orders were completed during the month of
July 15969 '

(1) DWO ])‘325-69.,i Construct 1 10'x24'x8', 2 20'x32'x 8! burkers anmd 1
207321 and 1 10%24' burker with deck and lighting package.

(2) DWO D402-69. TIssue 75 pieces 3™x12"x14' lumber to 51st ARVN Regiment,

(3) DWO D398-69., Provide 1 Engineer for approximately 2 days to give
technical assistance on Hill 452.

(4) DWO D757-69. Coustruct 1 20"x32'x8' MEAL matting and timber burker,
and 2 10'%x24' burker in area designated by 4/11 S-4.

(5) DWO D401-69. Provide chain saw with operator for a period of 1 day
to G-5 Division CP,

(6) DWO D102-69, Provide materials and technical assistance for construction
of 3 tent decks to lst Marires, locotion BT060718,

(7) DUO D376-69. Construct 10 field range crates, 15 immergion heaters and
5 vac Jjug crates. '

(8) DWO D339-69. Construct 2 sets of steel gates for 1/1.

7 SREG.L T,

 DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

CONRBELTIAL

(9) DWO D330-69.
fixtures for BAS, 1/%11,

(10) DWO D379=69..
technical assistance,

(1) DWO D391-6%

Sz T

e

Issue one 10%24'x8* burker w/floor and lighting
Hill 34.

Issue four 20'x32 'x8' burkers with decking and provide

Construct and install 42 doors on Sea Huts and Strong

Backs et Camp Stack Arms..

(12)DWO D328-69,.

Tssue six 10%24 %8 bunkers and provide technical

assistance to "H" Battery, 4/13, with decking and lighting.

(13) DWO D169-69.
Hill 244 at AT936744.

(14) DVO D375-69.
(15) DuO DA0O-69,

(16) DWO DBOG-69,
drainage to river.

(17) DWO D346-69.

(18) DWO D660-68..
Battalion S-4 Lot.

(19) DWO D389-69,
(20) DWO D828-68,
(21) DVWO D84-69,

(22) DWO D395-68,
vac ard jug crates amd

(23) DWO D419-69..
at AT934666, for 2/T.

(24) DWO D430-69.
PV #6. .

(25) DWO D415-69..

with concrete deck..

{26) DWO Dt 911—69..
7+h Marines, Hill

(27) DWO D324~69,

Bastern position,

(28) DWO D475~69.

Grade end repair road from 2/7 Camp Daila, to top of

Construct one oriental 1-hole head.

Provide technical assistance to clear 14,82 acres of land.

Regroade area within berm at Tu Cau Bridge to provide

Tssue ore wrinoil to S—4y 3/ 11

Corduwet inventory of aluminum tower assembly located at

Construct one circular table with lazy Suzan for CG Mess,

Construct garbage shed far: 2/11,
Meke repairs to perimeter defensive positions, Tst EngrBn,

Construct for S=4, 4/11.

6 fieldbrange packing crates, 6
8 heater erates.

Install two ME-10 refrlberatlon units at M‘959746 and one
Provide materials fo r c,onstrmfion»;ﬁ‘ﬁ'j)iiv ision signs to
Construct far C,amp. Stack Arms one‘ QO-ﬁead shoiver, 1.2"::30 'y
Construct and provile materials for -bre generator shed,
Iés.ue three 10'x24'x8% precut burkers to Tst Marines

Furnish eight urimoils to 2/7.

. COMNPBENTIAL
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be The following 24 Battalion Work Orders were completed during the month
of July 1969, ' o

(1) BWO B214~69.  Frovide technical assistance to repair damagedSea Huts
and offices at an Hoa for 5th Marines.

(2) BWO B244=-69« Construct road 12! wide to San Thuyy I. Construct and
install anti-persomnel gates. . )

“(3) BWO B274-69." Construct one 12'x10! office in the Battalion Messhallle:
(4) BWO BR8O-69s Construct 15 picnic tables for Camp Stack irms R&R Center.
(5) BWO B290=694: Weld door on Battalion Supply Warehouse as required.

(6) Bwo B293=69. Install water pipeline from nearest source to Lister Bag
at LeM.W.3., classroomse . : ,

(7) BWO B295-69. FReconstruct 20'x32! bunker at 3/5 Tear area.
(8) BWO B292-69.s Repa:r_r sewage apnl ieach field for 1st Engre Bn. EM Club.

(9) BWO B291~69+ Issue six 10.!x24'x8' bunkers w/decks aml lighting packages to

“B" Company, for 2/5. - -
@ (10) BWC B297-69. Install two 40! telephone poles 1st Engr. Bn., Comm. Bunker.

.(1;133 BWQO B296-69. Construct one <;riental head.

(12) BWO B276-69. Rehabilitate the perimeter wiring and lighting system
Camp. Faulkner.

(13) BWO B263-69. Construct six strong back tent frames using existing decks.
(14) BWO B299=~60is Construct two anti-persomnel gates.

(15) BWQ B301-69+ Repair and replace ladder on Tower #2, 3/5 rear area.

(16) BWO B304~69e Rewire 5 Sea Huts "C" Company Areaz. Vk

(17) BWO B307~69., ‘Construct one cabi;le; as shown on drawing.

‘imaj BWO B302~69s Comsstruct shelves from 5" plywood for S-3

(1e9j BWO B247-69@‘ C‘ons‘truqt crimping shed on LoMeWoSs Demolition Range, 3rd LVT:g

(20) BWO B289~69,. Construct six gate assembly w/bolts.

(21) BWO B307-69. Construct one cabinet for S-3.

DECLASSIFIED
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(22) BWO B242-69. Provid& HateFiaTs 5rd 6owWEtuct 1 generator shed at
Camp Faulkner.

(23) BWO %365-69. Repair damsges to electric bridge lights at Phu Loc 6
for 1/5.

(24) BWO B308-69. Comnstruct 24 grappling hooks for 1st Marines..

¢, PERSONKHEL ANMD MATERIALS UTILIZED ON DIVISION WORK ORDERS,

Man Hours 2:.954
Equipment Hours 224
EF Lumber 31,982
Nails (pounds) 1,090
Sandbags 24,000
Pipe (feet) 140
Plywood Sheets ’ 29
T-Cord (feet) 100
Sereen (rolls) 24
Wire (feet) : 1,500
Tar Paper (rolls) 21
Culvert Pipe 30! X 12! 1
16! X 16" tent decks 2
Culvert Bunker Package 1
3"Minus Rock (truck load) 14
Concrete (cubic yards) 7
Cement (bags) 10
Machine Bolts 4" 12
Circuit Breaker. 30 amp 1
101 X 24" B 8! bunker packsge 2
20! X 32! burker w/lighting & Decking 1
Tin Sheets . 31
Steel Sheets ' 2
Welding Rods 24"L OL"T 12
Split Bolts 25
Circuit Bresker 100 amp 1
Plumbing Fixtures 17
10. O

SONEBEINT|AL
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a. PERSONNEL A@":TT_«&&&F{L‘&LS AT IZED. - QII BATTALION VORK ORDER

Man Hours 3,589
Equipment Hours 689
Lumber BF 9y421
I\Talls (pournds) 80
Wire (feet) 1,000
6" Mims Etluck loadg . 120
3" Minus (truck load 20
6" Bolts 240
Pipe (feet) 300
Plywood Sheets 92
Plumbing Fixtures : 24
' Receptaﬁel)uplex ‘ : 40
Lamp Holders 23
Cipcuit Breakers 5

7. Civil Affairs/Civic Action.

a. During the month of July 1969, a totel of 52 Vietnamese civilian (not
resulting from hostile actnon) patlents received medical assistance,

b. Approximately 15,000 board feet of scrap lumber for home rebuild ing and
furniture restoration, and 30 pounds of personnel commodities were dlstrlbuted to
the villagers of Son Thuy L.

c. Tn eddition to Furnishing transportation twice @ month %o haul rice ard

housechold furnishing, a tdal of 151 notebooks, 50 pencilg, 100 erasers, 4 basket
balls, 1 volleybell, and net was donated to the hamlet of Son Thuy L

11, o Sl L
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S mls t E;g ineer Battalion

"1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO San Francisco, California 96602

BJJ/edl

r | ' ' 3000
W _ _ 14 Jul 1969
From: Commanding Officer
To: Command ing Officer, lst Engineer Battalion
Subj: ComBRt Operation After Action Report

Erel: jlg Execution aml Results} report of '
J2)  List of Company "B" personnel involved in direct combat
engmeermg durlng ‘the- operatlon S

1. Code Name: Forsythe Grove
5, Date: 1-4 Julé9
3. Location: uang Nam Proviemce
4. Control or Commard Headquarters:

a. 00, 5th Marine Regiment

5. Task Organization: Company B, lst Ergineer Battalion had 18 en-
gineers in direct support of 5th Marine Regiment.

6. Supporting Forces: N/A

7. Enemy Situation; The operation arca was heavily boobytrapped and
Gaved, i :

8. DMission: To. prov:.de close combat engineer support in the form of
_2—man demplitions teams.

9. Concept of Operation: The destruction of friendly er enemy dud
ordnarce, boobytraps, caves and burkers by utilization of de-
mlitions.

10, Execution: There was a demolition team out with "aw, "Bm, ncw, D,
ngn, wpn, wLit, Company, and the 1/5 and 2/5 CP'S. -Hach man»carried'

the capahlllty of the utilization of demolitions, Destruction of

items was done as they were encountered,
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11, Results: see enclosure (l)

12. Administrative Matters: N/A

- 13, Special Equipment and Techniques: N/a

14. Analysis:

a, Close éngineer-ing support was accompl ished effic ientlyv
without any unfavorable incidents.

15, Recommendations:

a. Because of the frequemy of boobytraps confrontation every
effort should -be made in the training of the people who operate

the quang Nam Provignce area. Training on what to look for, areas
to avoid, end a familiarization with different surprlse firing devlae

techniques is important to keep casualties to a mlm.mum.

f {analX
E

. . HEIN/JR,
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b K ( Bt
l“” LK/\\\, g L[j P
Execution of the Combatwbnglneer _Support. and

the Results thereof.

Fhe combat eng ineers in support of the infantry companies accompl 1shed
the following taeks;

1, Destroyed in Places

a, Bombs No.
5€0 # 5

b. Mortar Rds. Yo.
60mm 12

c, Grenades No.
-6 14
Chi-Com 6

4, . Burkers To.
Ve 18

e, DBoobytraps MNo.
105mm 14
Can mines 20
Claymore 26
60mm 2
8in, 1 )
155mm 1

f. Miscellaneous No.
M-79 12

- M-T72 P)

Tunnels 20-40' 4

2, Total experditure of composition-4 was 225 pounds.
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el partlc 1pat1ng muForsythe Tove

. Company B per

PFC RUBIO W, C. 2342707 1Jul69 ~ ATUWLE9
PFC MCGRADY L. 2505480 " U
ICPL  RAMSEY C. 2431778 " "
PYT  ARTHUR W. C. 2479871 " "
PEC SMITH R, A. 2443027 " "
PFC ~  BOWEN G, X. 2472167 n "
PFC BOUSE R, W. 2513710 " "
ICPL WADE E, H. 2503934 - " "
PFC BROCK E. R. 2460576 " "
ICPL ROG R5 Re R 1199111 . " L
ICPL  DANIZLS M 2466423 S Lo
ICPL  LaDUS J. W. . 2460199 " "
PFC MILLER C. V. 2466423 " "

. ICPL  COLLINS W. L. 2401582 " "
PFC KING s. B. 2469768 " o
PFC  LORETO S. H. 2402438 " "

ENCLOSURE (2)
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